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ThateveningGuddacalled,whileIwaswashing

supperdisheswithSoso

Me:"low"

Him:"hey,youokay"?

Me:"yeahyou"?

Him:"I'mcool.Dadtoldmeaboutyourmeeting

today"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutit.Please"

Him:"I'msorryokay"

Me:"khayekebro"

Him:"okay,sowhatnow"?

Me:"Idon'tknow.AllIknowisIjustwannagivebirth

andseehowmylifegoes.Enyenenyemakhe

indimelengoku"

Him:"youmeanutatakhomakheakumele"



Isighed.

Iwasn'treallyinthemoodforargumentsnamhlanje.

Me:"goodnightGudda"

Him:"haibosisathethanje"

Me:"I'mexhaustedandyou'renothelpingeitherso..."

HecontinuedtalkingIjustputthephoneonthe

kitchencounterndagqibezelalebendiyenza

uzozibonabauthethayedwa.Whenweweredone

Sosowenttohisroom,onethatIpreparedforhim,I

wenttomine.Iranmyselfabathwithrelaxingsalts

thenItookmyphoneandcalledKeriwhilesoaking

myselfinthebubbledwater.

Her:"heyyou"

Me:"heyyou,howyouholdingup"



Her:"I'mfinehow'sthelittleone"?

Me:"he'sbeentreatingmegoodsis"

Her:"okay,I'msensingsomeweirdvibesfromyou.

What'sup"?

Me:"yho,wheredoIstart"?

Her:"fromthetop"

Me:"okaysouhm,Ifoundamanwho'ssupposedly

myfather.ThenIfoundoutthatI'marapechild.

ThenIhaveaboutthreebrothers,andonemore

thing,heusedtobeaganglord".

Her:"you'rekidding,right"?

Me:"IwishIwas,IsooowishIwaskidding"

Her:"where'sEvelyn?Ihaven'theardfromherfora

monthnow"

Me:"lasttimeIsawherwasinDecemberwhenwe

werewithyou"

Her:"soyou'vebeenaloneallthistime?Through

whatyou'retellingme"?

Me:"InowknowthatI'mabiggirlcozI'mstill



standing"

Her:"I'mproudofyoubaby,Idon'tknowwhatelseto

saybuttojustkeepstrongandknowthatI'mhere"

Me:"thanksforlisteninghey"

Her:"anytimesweetie"

Me:"goodnightthen,kissthelittleoneforme"

Her:"willdo,night"

WhenIhunguptherewerebanknotifications,

NtandohadsentthemoneysoIcalledtothankhim

Hisphonerangtwicethencutoff,Idecidednotto

recall.Uyawthixaengekhobusyaphindeandfounele

ngokwakhe.Idriedmyselfupandwenttomy

room,gotdressedinPJsthenIturnedoffthelights.I

receivedamessagefromGudda'sfather"I'msorry

ifIscaredyou,Ididn'twanttodisclosesuchdelicate

infotoyoubutsinceyoupersistedItoldyou.Don't

getmewrong,itsnotyourfault,itsallmine.Hope

you'llcontactmeagainsowecanmoveon.Havea



goodnight".

Ididn'tknowwhattosayonresponse.Idon'teven

thinkIwantedtorespond.Ijustputmyphoneon

silentndalala.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupat03:00amand

justallowedmyselfsomerealitycheck,youknow?

Goingthrougheachandeverydetailinmymiserable

life.Noman,mylifewasn'tasbadasIsawittobe.I

realizedthatevenifIwouldn'tpubliclyadmitit,Iwas

blessedbeyondmeasure.IhadLuuandMarcinmy

corner,thentheadditionalthreebrothersfrommy

dad.Thenthere'sEveandKeri.WhatmoreamI

lookingforinlife?CozIhavefamily.Ihavemyown

littlefamilyinprogresstoo,maybesoonwe'lltiethe

knotandthenthere'sSinoandOwe.Iknowwith

NtandoIdon'treallyhavetowork,butIwantedto.I

knowverywellthathehasthecapabilitiesof

providingforthewholeNkandlaifhewantedtobutI

wantedmyownmoney,maybeifIdon'tgettowork

I'llstartmyownbusinessbutIwantedmyown

money.Lifetaughtmeit'sgoodtobeindependent.



Aftersometimeofthinkinggoingbackandforth,I

wenttothebathroom,camebackandcheckedmy

phone:oIhadtonsofmessagesandmissedcalls

fromthebigguyandIknewhe'llactup.Idialedhis

numberandcalledhimback,jongaitwasahalf-ring

ifikhonathenhepickedup

Him:"S'bongile,I'vebeencallingyounonstop!Ieven

textedyouawphenduli?What'swrongwithyour

phone?Orawphendulionpurpose"

Oh-kay:/whateverhappenedto'hello'keatleast?I

sighedandansweredinthelowestoftonesthatI've

everhad

Me:"I'msorry,bendileleandthephonewasonsilent"

Him:"wellyoushouldputitonascendingorvibration

rightafterthiscall"

Me:"kay"



Heexhaled.

Iwaitedforhimtorecollecthimself...Itseemedlike

alongwaitandIknewifhedoesn'ttalk,I'lldriftoffto

sleepprettysoon.SomehowthoughIwasawake

whenIcalledhim,nowthatI'veheardhisvoiceI

suddenlybecamedrowsyandsleepyalloveragain.

Him:"baby"

Me:"love"

Him:"ndiyakucelakak'hle,whenIcallyoufumaneka.

Oratleastifubusyrespondnobakungemessage,at

alltimesIneedtoknowyou'resafe"

Me:"okay"

Him:"whyyouawakethistimethough"?

Me:"Icouldn'tsleepanymore"

Him:"somethingbotheringyou"?

Me:"itsnothingIcan'thandle,don'tworryaboutit"

Him:"babeubukhewathiubulila,nowyoucan'tsleep.

Areyousureyoucanhandlewhateveritisthatis



botheringyou"?

Me:"I'mcertain,justdowhateveritisyou'redoing

aphoandcomeback.Ineedyou"

Him:"okaynowI'mworried.you'veneveractuallysaid

thatoutloudbefore"

Me:"what"?

Him:"thatyouneedme"

Me;"wellI'mjusttellingthetruth.Ineedyou.For

cuddlingqha"

Wahleka:)

Him:"oohsoI'msomesortofacuddlebeartoyou"

Me:"youarenotsomesort,youareMYcuddlebear

ofallseasons"

Him:"I'llbebackquickerononecondition"

Me:"what'sthat"?

Him:"uzandibekelantoni"?



Me:"wenaufunanton"?

Him:"youknowwhatIwant"

Me:"thenyou'llgetwhatyouwant,problemsolved"

Him:"hm,okay.Butyouhavetosleepnow"

Me:"sure"

Him:"callmeinthemorning"

Me:"itsmorningalreadyfondinkhayekendilale

kancinci"

Him:"heh,callmeovukakwakhoke"

Me:"sho"

Him:"yhouyozelangoku,ndivakwailizwilakho"

Me:"byebyebabe"

Him:"sho"

Ihungup,babuyabonkeubuthongobam.
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WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorningIwent

downstairsndafikasevukileuSosoesitya

Me:"morning"

Him:"hey,yousleptwell"?

Me:"yep,you"

Him:"yep.ULindowantstocomehere"

Me:"hereasonJo'burgorhereaphendlini"?

Him;"both"

Me:"mmkay"

Him:"youdon'tmind"?

Me:"cherrieyakhoattheendoftheday"

Him:"kaythanks,I'llbeoutkemostofthedaybutyou

willcallmexaudingaanythingright"?

Me:"yeah,don'tforgetyourchangingclothes"

Him;"Iwon't"



Heatefinishandwenttoshower,IcalledtaBeast

Him:"hm"?

Me:"I'mawake"

Him:"ohsurebaby"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup.

Theymusthavebeenupthewholenightxaesalele

bythattime.

Afewdayslater,Lindocametospendtheweekend

withus.Iwascool,Ididn'tmindatall.Yamoshakala

yonkelontoonSundaymorningwhenmybeloved

sisterdecidedtocomebackhome.Ihadjustwoken

up,bathedandwasnowgoingdowntomakemyself

oatmealbreakfastwhenIheardhercross-

questioningLindowhowassweepingthelounge.I

stoppedatthebottomofthestairsndabajongaand



shesawmebeforeLindodid

Her:"whothehellisshe?Andwhatisshedoinghere

insuchskimpyclothes"?

Me:"morningEvelyn.LindoyekaloveI'llsweepup"

WayekaandwentbacktoSoso,Iwenttothekitchen.

Evefollowedandstoodtherejustwatchingme,I

didn'tmindher,Ijustmademyporridgeinsilence.I

knowIwaswrongevenforallowingSosoin

here,worsekengokwithhisgirlfriendcozthisisnot

myhouse.IknowLuuwouldn'tmindcozheknows

Sosoverywell,butstill.

Her:"Isawyourmissedcall"

Iwantedtoaskwhydidn'tsherespondbutIjust

decidedagainstit.Shedoesn'thavetorespondto

anythingifshedoesn'tfeellike.



Her:"Tee"?

Me:"Eve"

Her:"I'msorry,okay"

Me:"aboutwhat"?

Her:"aboutnotbeingaround.IheardfromKeri.Are

youokay"?

Me:"I'mfine"

Wakhewathula.

Her:"who'stheLindogirl"?

Me:"Lwandiso'sgirlfriend"

Her:"oh,he'sheretoo"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"Isee"



Ndaphakandamphakela,shetookherbowlandwe

followedeachothertothelounge.Myphone

beeped,Inotificationofamissedcall.Ireturned

Ntando'scall

Him:"hey,ubukhewandfounelatoday"?

Me:"haikengok!Youdon'trecall"?

Him:"wellIthoughtIwasdreaming,Iguessnot"

Me:"yourbusinessismessingwithyourheadI'm

tellingyou"

Him:"isthatyousayingImustcomeback"?

Me:"youknowIwantyoubacknje"

Him:"ndiyezasungxama"

Me:"kayIgottago"

Him:"usharp"?

Me:"I'mfine"

Him:"okaysho"

Me:"sharp"



Ihungupandattendedtomyfood.Sosowalked

downfullydressed

Him:"morning,heyEve"

Her:"hey,uright"?

Him:"I'mcoolyou"?

Her:"I'mgood,pleaseapologizetoyourgirlfriendfor

me.Ididn'tknowanythingabouty'allbeinghere"

Him:"nopro'm"

Hewentstraighttothekitchen...uEveebezokwazi

ntoniwhenshe'shardlyhome?Doesn'trespondto

messages?Doesn'tpickupcalls?Heh!

Her:"soIseeyou'reengaged.Congratulations"

Me:"thankyou"

Her:"okayI'mgettingirritableofthistension.What



mustIdotoshowthatI'msorry"?

Me:"whydoyoukeepapologizingforwhatyou

wouldn'thavebeenabletostopevenifyouwere

here"?

Her:"factisIwasn'therewhenyouneededmemost

okay,Ifeelguiltybecauseofthatandyouseem

tense.Idon'tknow,itslikeyou'reaskingyourselfwhy

amIbackallofasudden"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhereyougetyourideasbutits

yourbrothershouseyou'reallowedtodoasyou

pleaseI'msure"

Her:"yousee?That!That'swhatIdon'tlike"

Me:"honesty"?

Her:"no,thattoneyouusedandyourchoiceof

words"

Igotup...

Me:"ifyoufoughtwithLwandodon'tworryyoustill



haveabedhere,Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about"

Iwenttorinsemybowlanddrankmymeds.Soso

hadmadebreakfastforhimandLindothentookit

upstairs.IwentbacktotheloungeandwatchedTV.

Lwandohootedoutsideshegotupandopenedfor

him,SosoandLindocamedown.

Me:"haveyouguyseaten"?

Her:"yeah"

Me:"anibawelisiyecaweniSoso"?

Him:"huh?"

Lindolaughed...LwandowalkedinfollowedbyEve

,hegreetedansatdown.



Me:"alright,lemmeleavey'allandgogetdressed"

Eve:"goingsomewhere"?

Soso:"yeah,uhm...We'regoingtochurch.Shomzala"

LD:"shondoda"

Lolweheadedbacktoourrooms,Igotdressedfor

churchndagqibathenIwentdown,Sosowasdown

alreadywaitingforhisgirlfriend

LD:"soeveryoneisgoingtochurch"?

Soso:"yep,ubraGokowayendilindilecharlieIthink

itstimebandidendiyombona"

LDwamjongaandshookhishead,thenlookedatme

Him:"canwetagalong?Imean,weinitiallycameto

spendthedaywithyou"

Me:"sure"



Helookedathisgirlfriend

Him:"gogetdressedwe'regoingwiththeothers"

Her:"can'tIwearmyjeans"?

Him:"whileeveryoneelseiswearingdresses?Really"?

Sheranupstairstochange,Lindoreturnedandnow

wehadtowaitforEve.
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WeallgotinLD'scarcozitwasbiggerthenwe

headedtochurch.Itwasfun,refreshingeven.After

churchweheadedbacktothecar,Ibumpedonto

LiboehambanoChloealsocomingfromchurch.

Libo:"heyTee,awsemhle"

Me:"thanks"



ItookafewstepsbeforeIheardChloe

Her:"mustbenicehuh,havingyourmanfightyour

battles"

Iturned,Sosowasastepaheadnayewamaand

lookedatthem

Me:"Libhongo,I'dsuggestyoutalktoyourfriend"

Her:"what?YouwantLibotofightyourbattlestoo?

there'snoneedhoney"

Libo:"don'tmindher,masambemanwenayou'llget

usintrouble"

Her:"getintrouble?Evenifsheweretoconvince

Vincetofiremehewouldn't,I'mirreplaceablebaby.

YourmanknowsthatTee,askhim"



Thentheyleft.

IlookedatSosoandheadedstraighttothecar.

Soso:"aniwubaweliumojo"?

LD:"ndiyawubawelamna,knowofagoodplace"?

Soso:"yep,lemmedrive"

LD:"besekukade"

Theyexchangedseats,wewenttotheShisaNyama

andmyprayerwasthatibekantiabantwanababini

bebezophangela.Whenwegotthere,therewasno

space.Thetableswereoccupied,wellmostofthe

bigonesandonlyafewofthesmallones.

Lindo:"sooo,we'retoomanyforthosetables"

Eve:"Tee,can'tyouspeaktoVince"?

Icalledhimonphone



Him:"Tee"?

Me:"hey,we'reactuallyoutside.Weneedatablecan

youhelpus"

Him:"howmanyareyou"?

Me:"haykhawphumeuzosibona,undigqibelaiairtime"

Him:"heee!Yesma'am"

Ismiledandhungup,hecameoutyhooobangxola

kenoSoso:oI'dforgottenabouttheirlittle

friendshipthankstothetwins!

Vince:"wait,Tituswenttochurch"?

Soso:"hah!YouunderestimatemeyoungV"

Me:"hello?Atable.Please"

Soso:"nakokeuthethileubossladyntangam"

Vincelaughedandcombinedtwotablesforus,we



satdown

Soso:"Idon'tknowifyou'vemetalready,thisis

Lwandomycousinandthisisthemain

lady,Lindokuhle.Ladyandgentleman,thisniqqaover

hereissirVincent,themanagerofthisplaceAND

brother-in-lawtomyfavoriteothernewlyfound

cousin...Trinalique"

GoshuSoso!Whydoeshetalknonstopthough?

Vince:"wait,you'recousins?Tee"?

LD:"heee!Thisisnewstometoo"

Eve:"oh-kay!Theholyspiritjustcamedownonallof

us"

Ismiled...shyly,Iswearthiswholefamilywasa

coincidence.Thesecousinissues:v



Me:"Vincewhat'sonspecialtoday"?

Soso:"nonono,wedon'twantanyspecials.Wewant

ourveryownspecialspecial"

Me:"Lwandiso"

Soso:"hayhay...HehVee,ikhonalacherryyakho"?

Him:"shejustcameonshift"

Soso:"thankGod!Iwantherandthatfriendofhers

toserviceustoday"

Vincelookedatme:)IknowwhatgameSosois

playingandthatmeansmyownagendahastostop

foraminute

Vince:"okay,I'llcallthem"

Soso:"thankyou"

Vinceleft,sashiyekasancokolaandIswearIavoided

thecousintopverywell.Ididn'twannatalkabout



it,especiallynowthatEvesboyfriendhasthe

potentialpossibilityofbeingmyowncousin.No

man,thisfamilywasgettingtooclosetotheskinfor

comfortstru'bob!

Libocamewithanothergirl,notChloetheygaveus

menus

Soso:"where'syourfriend"?

Her:"excuseme"?

Soso:"kukhoumoyaaphaguys"?

LD:"Idon'tfeelanything"

Soso:"areyousuddenlypartiallydeaf"?

Her:"no,Ijustdidn'thearyouproperly"

Soso:"yhonono,andikonqenikemna

ukhwaza,sundithumapls.Iphilantombiubuhamba

nayoecaweni"



Libolookedatme,Ijustbusiedmyselfonmyphone

pretendingnottohearanything

Her:"she'sworkinginsidetoday"

Soso:"willyoupleasegotoyourboss,tellhimIwould

like,wait.Wewouldlikeyouandheratourservice

today.Please.Nooffensemydear"

Theotherladysmiledandnod,Libonodandleftus

withthemenus.

Lindo:"whatwasthatabout"?

Soso:"theyneedtolearnaLilsomething"

Me:"don'tbeharshonthemniqqa"

Lindo:"haiboSbosh,you'realsointhis?What's

happeningwithyouguystoday"

Eve:"I'drathernotknow,SosoandTeeinateam?I

betyouthosegirlsaregonnaregretwhateverthey

did"



Sathulathina,LibhongoakaphumabutwesawChloe

comingwithanotepadwabulisawithaseriousface

:v

LD:"nizotyantoniguys?Ifeelliketenderizedbraaied

beefinsweetchillisaucealongwithhotbunsthena

carrypackofHuntersGold"

Chloe:"beef?Thatwilltakelongerthanpork"

LD:"whichiswhyIsaidtenderizednontombi"

Shesmirkedandnoteddownwhathesaidthenshe

lookedatSoso

Her:"whatwouldtheotherslike"

Lindo:"Eve,let'seattogether"

Eve:"bottleoficecoldgrapetizer,andporkand

sausagefortwo"



Lindo:"andabottleofwater"

Chloe:"okay,nextone"

LolyoucouldseeisgezofromSosobrewing

Chloe:"oryouguysaredone"?

Soso:"no,I'dlikematuredsteakhalfdoneinperi-peri

sauce,akgofribsonsweetandsour

sauce,chakalakasaisageandaloafofuncutbrown

bread"

Chloewasstillwriting...Loleveryonewaslookingat

Soso:v:v

Him:"thenbringmeabottleofyourmostexpensive

champagne.I'mdone,youcango"

Shewasstillnotingdown...Libocametoherrescue



Libo:"yourordershavebeentakenItakeit"?

Soso:"wouldyoumakeyourselfusefulandbrinkus

cocktailssolong,yourfriendoverhereseemstobe

sloping"

LindohitSosoonthearm...

Libo:"comingrightup,TeeuVinceucelaukubona

privately"

Me:"sure"

Ndaphakamaandwenttohisoffice,leavingChloeon

themercyofLwandiso.Fikalelookingstressed.

Him:"Libotoldmewhathappenedafterchurch"

Me:"huh"?

Him:"IknowwhyyouguysrequestedbothLiboand



Chloe.PleasestopSosocozIknowhecanbecrazy

AF"

Me:"isthatwhyyoucalledmeoverhere"?

Him:"Teepls,she'sgottwowrittenwarningsalready

andthebigguysaidImustreleaseheralongtime

agobutIcan't"

Me:"that'swhyshethinksshe'sirreplaceable"

Him:"that'swhatshesaid''?

Me:"actuallyyes,utshilo"

Him:"yhoandiyazingxakiyalomntana"

Me:"canIgiveyouaLilsomethingtoponderon"?

Him:"shoot"

Me:"IknowLibhongoisalsonotinNtando'sgood

books,ifItellhimwhatthey'redoinganytimethey

seemetogetherthennotonlyChloewillloosehis

job,yourgirlfriendtoo"

Him:"Trinaplease"



Me:"nowIdon'twannabepetty,butI'mgettingsick

ofChloeactinglikeuKwam.Ifsheis,whichI

wouldn'tputpasther,thenwe'llhavetosettleitaside

aswomen"

Iwalkedbacktomypeopleandhalfourorderswere

through:vSosowasrantingabouthismeatbeing

toobloody,notmaturedenough.Hewasjustcausing

ascene.Makingsurethathebelittlesbothofthem

withoutmercy.

Me:"didn'tyouorderchakalakasausageSoso"?

Him:"tyhinimntase!LomntanaudeadIswear,heh

Cleopatraizapha"

Lindo:"thenameisChloebabe"

Chloecametoourtable...

Soso:"didInotorderchakalakasausage"?



Her:"yes"

Soso:"thenwhat'sthis?ThistasteslikeVuyo's

tomatosausage"

LD:"ooooohVuyo,issuchabiiigbigdreamer"!

Baphelabonkelaughingwholeheartedly:v:v

Soso:"I'mnotpayingforthis,takeitbackandbring

mewhatIordered.Whileyouatit,makesuremy

steakdoesn'tgetwelldoneoryou'llbepayingfor

thattoo"

Her:"whatamIsupposedtodowithahalfeaten

sausage"?

LD:"payforit"

Her:"whatthehell?Nono,VincemusthearthisI'm

notpayingforit"

Soso:"gotellhim,butfirst.Iwantmymeat,I'm

starving"



Shehissedandwenttotheoffice...

Me:"LDdon'tentertainSoso"

Lindo:"Sosoneedsnoentertainmentmntase,I'mjust

worriedngabantwanababantuwho'lllosetheirjobs

aftertoday"

Lolinasec,ChloecameoutwithVinceandthey

headedtowardsourtable.
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ThankGodmyniggacalledrightwhentheyreached

ourtable,Itookmyphoneandmovedawayfrom

themcozIknowSosowon'tbackdownandquite

franklyVinceknowswhat'stobedone...

Me:"baby"

Him:"hey,howaremybabies"



Me:"we'refine,how'sdaddy"?

Him:"I'mlovesick"

Me:"you'rewhat?Babyisthatwordevenaword

phof"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,allIknowisI'mlovesick"

Me:"thencomehome,ItoldyouIneedyou.Andnow

thatyou'relovesick,I'llgiveyousomelove"

Him:"yhobabyndlelalendidinwengayoIreallyfeel

likeleavingtheseguyshere.Anyway,enoughabout

mywhining.How'syourSunday"

Ijustlaughed...Hedoesn'twannaknow.

Him:"haibo,wavelawahlekababewhat'sgoingon

there"?

Me:"itsalongstorybabe,buttheshorterversionofit

isthatmySundayhasbeenfun.Stillis"

Him:"haybabegimmeaLilmorethanthatfondin"



Me:"hahaha!Yho,mamelakeloviesoIwentto

churchwithSoso,hisgirl,LDandEve"

Him:"wait,didyoujustmentionSosoandchurchin

onesentence"?

Me:"unbelievable,Iknow"

Him:"I'mgladyouhavepeoplearoundyou.Don't

repeatthis,butI'malsogladSosoistherefor

you...especiallynow"

Me:"haaaaa!Whatdidyousay?BabeIdidn'thear

youcorrectly"

Him:"yazbonake"

Me:"ha.amanbabeplsrepeatwhatyoujustsaid"

Him:"I'mnotdoingthat,lookIhavetogonow"

Me:"wellthanksforthecallbabydaddy"

Him:"keepmybabysafewillya"

Me:"I'lltry,justfinishupwhateveryou'redoingand

somehome"

Him:"homehuh?Aniqqahasgotafiancéwaitingfor

himtocomehome"



Ichuckled

Me:"yeahwhatever!Ihavetogo,byebye"

Him:"sharp"

Ihungupandwentbacktothetable.Vincewasstill

trynaputoutfiresandSosowasn'tbacking

down,somehowChloewasintears

Me:"why'sshesuchamess"?

Vincejustshookhishead,handsonbothsidesofhis

waist

Me:"erh...guys.Ithinkweshouldjustgo,Ineedmy

afternoonnap"

Lindo:"khawthethenalomntakwenu"



Ilookedathim

Me:"sambenidude"

Him:"who'sgonnapayforthat"?

Vince:"Iwill,thankyouforcomingguys"

Wetookourthingsandleft.IknewNtandowon't

missthisone...Hewillcallmeagainafunukwazi

whathappened.

Wehadn'tevenreachedthecarwhenSosonoticed

thathiswalletwasmissing

Him:"oohtatakaYakobi!LaCleopatrafingeredmy

wallet!Yuh"

Lindo:"babedon'taccuseumntanabantuwithout

proof,let'sjustgobackandlookforit"



Him:"Sosolovesyouokay,butyoustayhere.Ican

handlethis"

Hewentback...Wecouldhearhimfromtheparking

lot>_<

Vince:"ohGodTitus!Again?Really"?

Him:"uh-uhnigga,don'tgoBritishonme.Cleopatra

fingeredmywalletandIwantitback"

Vince:"whothehellisCleop-argh!YoumeanChloe?

Whywouldshedothat?Youknowshecouldlay

chargesagainstyouforfalseaccusations"

Him:"wellifitsnotheritsyou,isityou"?

Vince:"okay,lemmejustgether.Stayhere.Andkeep

calm,yhounedramaman"

Him:"youhaven'tseennunmtchanam,readmylips,

ndakuyenzami-za-re-bleiLifeyalankazanaI'mtelling

you"



VincewenttocheckonChloe,theycameback

togetherVincewiththewallet.Vincewas

numb,exhaustedeven.

Vince:"thetha"

Her:"I'msorry"

Soso:"nononosweetie,youareonlysorrybecause

yougotcaught."

Hetookhiswalletandcountedhisbankcards,intact.

Hecountedhismoneyandlookedather

Him:"Cleopatra"

Her:"Chloe"

Him:"Cleopatra.Andiphazami,thiswallethadR2

576.80andnowthere'sR2270.80"

Vincesteppedin...



Him:"Ithreeklippaayiyoleithengeinyamamfethu"?

Soso:"Iswiped"

BajongakuChloebobabini

Her:"Idon'tknowwhathappenedtoit,IswearIdidn't

takeit''

Vince:"stayherendiyabuzauLibo"

Heleftthetwoofthemtogetherandwenttocall

Libhongo,whilehewasgone.Sosotookthe

opportunitywithbothhands

Soso:''Patty-patty,Idon'trecallintroducingmyself.

MynameisLwandisoTitus.AndIpromiseyou,you

canbecockyandcheekywithTeeandYoungVbutI

willputyouinyourplace.Okay"?



Shesmirkedandblewabubblegum,thattickedSoso

off.Wrongly!

Him:"Iseeyoudon'thavemannerstoo,lemmegive

youawordofadvice.Whenyoureachyourcrib

tonight,closeallholesinit.Wereyoursmelly

traditionalattireandburnincense.Youwillneed

interventionfromyourancestorswhenthingsgo

frombadtoworseforyoutomorrowmorning"

VinceappearedwithLibo

Him:"ChloeLibhongoknowsnothingaboutthe

wallet"

Her:"Igavehimhiswallet.butIswearIdidn'ttakeno

money"

Libo;"whatwereyoudoingwithhiswalletinthefirst

placeChloeman"?



Soso:"okay.I'mleavingwithoutmymoney.Whoever

tookitmustjustappeasewiththeancestorsto

avoidbadluck.ImalikaTitusayibiwabantabam.

Iyasetyenzelwa,justdon'tcallmecryingucelauxolo

ksasa"

Hetookhiswalletandleftthem...nowwereally

droveoutofthatplace,akangxoliphofuSoso

kulemotookosimhleka.
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Wereachedhomeandwelaughedaboutitoko...

DammitSosocanreallybedramatic!

Him:"guysmamelani,lamntanauzozaaphaksasa

withmymoneynizobona"

LD:"Idoubtthat,lamntanawillusethatmoneykwa

namhlanje"

Him:"mzala,imaliyasekhayamfethucannotbe

wasted.Thatchickheee,youdon'tplaywithTitus



money.Strunasiguys,oootatomkhulu

bazomtywatyushaathisaaebsuku"

Me:"wellI'mactuallyhopingwhatyou'resayingis

true.Youguyshavenoideahowmiserablethose

girlsmademylife"

Soso:"nalokaVincent"?

Me:"firstitwasher,thenshestopped.Chloejust

cameoutoftheblue"

Eve:"talkingaboutChloe..."

Soso:"nomanyouguys,itsCleopatra"

:vweallburstout,hewasdarnserious!

Eve:"thankyouhonorablespeaker,talkingabout

Cleopatra.Thatgirliseithercrushingonyourmanor

shehititwithhimalready"

Lindo:"Iwasgonnasaythat,herattitudesaysalot

more"

LD:"guuuys!Whethershehasacrushorhadmaybe



sleptwithyourman,whatmattersisthatyou'rehis

fiancé.You'recarryinghisbaby"

Me:"and,ifshedidorissleepingwithmymanthen

I'mgoingtofindout.Trustmeonthat"

Soso:"yougotdetectiveTitusoncall,whenwedo

findoutsizomtrapalikenobody'sbusinessahambe

ayobuzakuChuma"

Me:"haha!Don'tbringthatoneup"

LD:"nowwho'sthat"?

Soso:"someratchetassweonceknewwho

vanishedintothinair"

Lindo:"swiftlychangingthesubject...Sihambanini

babe"

Him:"tomorrowmorning,IhavetoseeCleopatra

knockingonthatdoorksasa"

LolIwenttochangeandworecomfortable

clothing,everyoneelseinfactchangedbesidesLD

ofcoz.Thenwechilled.Iwasponderingkulendaba

kaChloeandtheideaofherandNtandoandwhy



Vince"can't"fireherevenafterhewasinstructedto.

Itwasn'tlongbeforeNtandocalled,likeIexpected

Me:"guys,shush"

Eve:"taBeast"

Me:"yep,I'msureheheardabouttoday''

Soso:"fakakuloud"

Me:"uyagulaufunuvaxandphoxwa...khanmeni"

..

Me:"baby"?

Him:"IjustgotacallfromVince"

Me:"about"?

LolSosocameclosertomyear:v



Him:"aboutwhathappenedtoday,withyouandyour

friends"

Me:"oh"

Him:"that'sallyou'regonnasay?Oh"?

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatI'mexpectedtosaykalok

babe"

Him:"Iaskedyounicely,don'tgototheShisaNyama,

rathercallVinceIknowhewon'tminddeliveringfor

youandyousaidokay,Itrustedthatundivilebutthen

yougoanddotheexactopposite"

Iwasquiet.

Sosolookedatmeandmovedbacktohisplace...I

didn'twannaarguewithNtandoinfrontofthem.I

knowourargumentscangetquietugly.

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"baby"

Him:"don'tbabyme,justanswerwhatthehell



happened?Ubufunantoniphainthefirstplace"

Me:"don'tb-yho!"

Him:"andthen,thisChloethingiphindeyavukanini

ngoku?Ithoughtthatwassettledalongtimeago"

Ndaphakama...walkedupstairstomyroom

Me:"talkingaboutthat,tellmesomething"

Him:"what"?

Me:"whatishappeningbetweenyouandChloe?

Or,whathappenedbetweenyouandher"?

Him:"I'mlosingyou,whatareyousaying"?

Me:"Ntando"?

Him;"S'bongile"

Me:"uyayazmoswehavepassedthestagewhere

welieandcoverupneh"?

Him:"what'sthatgottodowithlentosithethangayo

kengok"?



Me:"everything.Iamaskingyouagain,isthereor

wasthereanythingthathappenedbetweenyouand

Chloe"?

Hewassilent.

Me:"thetruth"

Him:"babe..."

Me:"aminuteagoyousaidIshouldn'tbabyyou,now

you'rebabyingme"?

Him:"nothingishappeningbetweenus,shewasonce

aonenightfling"

Me:"oooh"

Him:"kudalababeman,ngokuyasasohlukene.Andit

endedthere"

Me:"mmh,sothat'swhyshesaidshe'sirreplaceable

andImustaskyou,youknow"

Him:"okay,Iflopped.Ididn'ttellyoucozIknewuzo

reactorbabe,butkuyoyonkelontoIloveyou"



Me:"mamelakeZ'khali"

Him:"ndimamelebaby"

Me:"Iwantherfiredwithimmediateeffect"

Him:"IwillhavetotalktoVinceaboutthatbuthe'll

needareplacementandthatmightbeimmediate"

Me:"honey"?

Him:"babe"?

Me:"youwillcallVincenow,hewillfireChloetoday.

Okay"?

Heexhaled...

Him:"okay"

Me:"good,nowwasthereanythingelseyouwanted

totalkbout"?

Him:"no"

Me:"laterthen"

Him:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iknow"

ThenIhungupandwalkedbackdownstairs:v

oonomdabastoppedtalkingtheminuteIwalked

downthestairs

Eve:"and"?

Me:"hesaystheyhadaonceoffthingduringthat

periodwehadbrokenup"

Lindo:"bend'tshilo"

Eve;"sowhatnow"?

Me:"wellIwantherfired"

Soso:"youandtheBeast''

Me:"we'recool,itsnotlikehecheated.Wehad

brokenupforalmostayearifnottwosoIcan't

reallybeangryoverthat,andbesides...itwaslong

ago"

LD:"heisactuallytheonewhoshouldlightup

incenseandthankhisancestorsforyou"



Soso:"jonga,avasengos'xhwaphaxhwaphamzalaxa

egqiboqhumisa"

Lindo:"yhothisChloechickbroughtthison

herself,yetIactuallyfeelsorryforher"

Me:"kuseksasa,nowthatIknowwheretheproblem

lies,I'mcomingforher.Yhuindiqhelilelantombi

guysyouhavenoidea"

Soso:"kuboooomntakza!Kubo"

:v:v!
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WechilledthroughoutbutLwandoleftsoweall

departedtoourrooms.OnehourlaterIreceiveda

callfromtheKinghimself

Me:"low"

Him:"babe,Ndiyabuyangomso"



Me:"sho"

Him:"okaygoodnightke"

Me:"night"

Wakhewathicwaka.IhadalottosaytohimbutI

didntwannastartitibengathindinochukusoIjust

waitedpatientlyforhimcozIknewhewasonly

comingbackhomesosoonbecauseofthisthing

yakhenoChloe.

Him:"baby"

Me:"love"

Him:"plsdontmindlentokaChloe,theresnothingto

it"

Me:"youforgetthatIknowyou,usamaneundenza

muncubutitsokay,wejusthavetowaitandsee

who'llbethestupidoneintheend"

Him:"babyasozendikwenzemuncu,Iloveyouand

youalone.Nguweumamawabantwanabam



nje,believeme,iloveyou"

Me:"Idon'tdoubtyourloveforonesecond,my

problemishonestyandcommitmentqha"

Him:"Iam100%committedtoyouNalique,trustme

onthat"

Ikeptquiet.HowdoItrusthimwhenIknowhe's

lyingtomeevennow?Myinstinctdoesn'tlie,he's

stillsleepingwithherandIswearshe'stheonehe

waschattingwiththeotheday.Whyelsewouldshe

sayshe'sirreplaceableImustaskmyman?Nxa!

Me:"goodnightbabe"

Him:"iloveyou,rememberthat"

Ihungupndalala.Ilaterwokeuppastthreeinthe

morning,myphonewasmakingmyownlife

miserable.Ilookedatbrightlightofthescreenand

cursedundermybreathbeforeipickeduplacall...



Me:"ulibonileixeshaLibo"?

Her:"I'msosorryTee,couldwecometoyourcrib?

ChloeneedstoseeyourfriendSoso"

Me:"whotoldyouuSosouhlalaphakengok"?

Her:"sivelakulandluyakokwaboakhomtubra,please"

IrememberedSosoebetshilobasizovuswa

ngulomtana:v

Her:"iknowyouarenotherbiggestfanbutam

beggingyou,pls"

Me:"whatstheurgencyatthistimeofthemorning

nalibo"?

Her:"ndivuswenguyeucelandimkhapheaziseimali

kasoso"

YES!!:D:p

Me:"wellandizovukelalontomna,zenizepasteight

xasivukile"



Her:"oyhiniTeemfethu,we'realreadyclosetoyour

house"

Me:"Libhongo"

Her:"yah"

Me:"uChloestolethatmoneyonherrightmindsevha

kenono?Idon'tlikeher,probablyneverwillkefuthi

sointoengazokwenzekakubandivukelaububhanxa

bakhemna.Ndaziphibaakezangajusttobewitch

me?Hayplsbethuna,sanusihambelangeoddhours

apha"

Her:"ok.I'msorry"

Ihungupandtriedmyutmostbesttogobackto

sleep,andidid.

Ilaterwokeupwithsomestupidmorningsickness

theniwentdownstairs,Lindowasmakingbreakfast

ndabulisaandmademyselfbushteandayohlala

elounge,acarhootedoutside,Lindoopened

kwangenauLDfollowedbyablueminicooper.They

walkedin...



LD:"morning,Ifoundthemoutside"

IlookedatLiboandherfriendastheysatdown.

LindocametogiveLDhisfoodjustasEvecame

downandsatnexttohim

Her:"andthen?Whatbringsyounightgirlshereso

early"?

Libo:"wewouldliketoseeSosoplz,we'resorryfor

comingherethistime"

Lindo:"yintonleibonwayokuSosoengagulinje"?

Libo:"uhm,myfriendoverherehassomethinginher

possessionthatdoes'ntbelongtoher"

Eve:"youlookashamedshameLiboman"

Me:"wellyoushould,leyakhoichomieyazithanda

izintothatdon'tbelongtoher"

Chloe:"ohplswhitegirl,stopactinglikeasainthere

andIhavenevertakenanythingbelongingtoyou"



Sosowalkedinwearingdenimshortsandsandles

Him:"youthinkwedon'tknowyou'refuckingta

Beast"

Wanquma..Libolookedatherinsomekindof

unbelief.

Lindowasinikasonkeukutyabesidesthesetwo

Soso:"yintonwanyabaCleopatra,ufunanikhonaapha

ekuseni"

Her:"IcametoapologizeandreturnthemoneyI

stolefromyourwalletizolo"

Yhosajonganasapheeeelayintsini

Me:"rhaSosouyathakatha"

Him:"akwehlangalungehliyobangcwele"



Watshoethathaimaliyakhe,counteditandthen

lookedbackatthem...

LD:"iyokuncedakePatraintoyokubauyoresignaku

taVincenamhlanhe,thatsifunayoiatomyewisdom

inthatrottenbrainofyours"

Her:"umuncu.IwillneverresignandIknowasoze

ndigxothwemnaphaya.youguysarejustwasting

yourtime"

Soso:"mamelakeCleopatra,Iwon'tlietoyou.I

detestyouuyevha?AndtodatIwillgotothe

ShisaNyamandiyokoja,mntakadabawo

andizokubhalelaletamnandifunauyaziintoyokuba

ndizokunyisaqhaqwaba"

Libo:"sosopls,shebroughtyourmoneybackand

apologizednje"

Eve:"itsnolongeraboutthemoneysweety"

Libo:"thenwhat'sitaboutkeguys"?

Lindo:"tyhiniamuncuamantombiasegoliungatsho

nje,awuvabasithilebestfriendyakhiilalanefiance



kaSibo"?

Libo:"haiboChloeisthistrue"?

Her:"ndithinikexaemshiyaekhonaafounelemnau

taBeastLibo?Yindodakalokleyaand

andizongamphilentoimnandixaekaTrinaibanda

chomi"

Lolndazendagezelekaegoli.Libhongojustgotup

andwenttohercar,Idon'tknowwhenEvewentto

thekitchenbutwhenChloegotuptoleave,weheard

asplashofwater,acryandscreams...xasisithi

siyajonga,ueveumbhakeumqolongeketileyonke

ebilileyondothukandoma.Lwandagrabbedthe

kettlefromhereyomisaamanyewhilesherato

libo'scartheydroveout.

Me:"butEveyoudidnthavetodothat,she'sgonna

openacaseofassaultagainstyouandthenwhat"?

Soso:"urightwenaEveuyevha?Youdidtheright

thingmylove"



LD:"andbesides,we'lltellthecopsshecameto

assaultyoukokwenu.SHedoesn'thaveacase"

Apartofmewasgladcoziyandiqhela

lantombi,strubob.Weatefinishanddiscussedhow

weweregoingtiansweranyonewhowouldask

abouttheincident,weorchestratedourstorysasolid

thenwedroveSosoandhisgirltothe

airport..Lwandodroppedmeoffendliniandleftwith

hisgirfriend.

IReceivedacallfrommyotherbrother

ME:"Gudda"

Him:"heee,andsengobhutiAyangoku?uNJan"?

Me:"i'mokayunjanwena"?

Him:"i'mcool.itoldmybrothersaboutyou,bazobuya

inthreemonthstimebazokubona"

Me:"yey."



Him:"iknowyoudon'treallywannabepartofthis

familybutyoucan'twashusanywhere,singobhuti

bakhoandwewouldliketobepartofyourlifetoo"

Me:"I'mokaywithknowingyou,iknowwhereyou

standwithmylifechoices.ican'treallyhaveanother

brother-duoexpresstheiropinionsabouthowI

shouldlivemylife"

Him:"thatswhatyougetforbeingtheyoungest

kaloku,look,justbeopenmindedandgivethema

chance.okay"?

Me:"okay"

Him:"alright,enjoytherestofyourday"

Me:"thanksforcalling"

Ispenttherestofthedayindoors,mainlyjustresting

andrevisingmywork,earlypreparationforthe

exams.IntheeveningicalledVince...

Him:"heyTee"



Me:"vince,ndcelaundenzeleisausageyeR30and

deliveritpls"

Him:"yhoooTee,andizokwazingiI'monmywayto

checkonChloeanduLiboakazokwaziuhamba

phayaabantubambalwa"

Me:"okaynoproblem"

him:"shokesisi''

I

DIALEdLibo...

Her:"helloTEE''

me:"hey,ndcelaundenzeleisausageyeR30

takeawayi'llpickitupjustnow"

Her:"okay,nothingelse?ohandwhichflavour''?

me:"periperilovie"

her:"okaysharp"

Me:"sho''



WEhungup.

NTandowabuyanyhanilate,lolandwafiikakanye

xandinxibakubandisiyothathalasausage,hewalked

inkissedme,ihuggedhim.....

HIM:"goingsomewherethislate''?m

ME:"goingtopickupmysupperkooVince''

Him:"oh"

Me:"wecangotogetherifyouwantto"

HIM:"packaweekendbagsobuyelaphakum''

Me:"mandicelwekalokmandingathunywa

mtasekhaya''

HIM:"please''

ME:"thankyou''

Hejustsmiledatme,Iwenttopackthenwenttopick

upmymeatandheadedtohiscrib.HEwentto



freshenup,ijustsateloungendatyaleavingimafew

piecesthenigotbusyonmyphone.HIstabletrang,I

waitedforthecalleridtoshow...andthenyavelaba

ngumntuoyifemalesome"Xolelwa''andthena

messagefromTaBongsndadikwakengoku.Iwent

upstairsndakhululandalala,hecameoutandcame

aroundthebedtokissmyforehead

ME:"xolelwacalled,tabongssentatext"

Him:"bazolinda,imissmybabies"

Me:"masilalebabt,imexhausted"

Him:"ubusenzanikantiudeubeexhausted"?

Me:"youdontwannaknow,Idontwannaboreyou

withthedetails''

HIm:"tryme"

hegotinbed,iturnedandfacedhimm

ME:"iwasbusydiggingupsomedirtonChloe"



HIM:"chloe?whywouldyoudothat"??

ME:"shepracticallytoldmethatndiyabanda,thats

whyundishiyaaphauyolalalanaye.ndikhona"

Wathula,hewasslowlyturningnavishlypurpleand

thatshowIKNewNdichaneucwetheemsileni.HOW

doyouexplainhisreaction?IFCHLOeislyingthen

uNTandoucaphukiswayintoni?ikissedhim

goodnightandlaymyheadonhischestndalala.
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Iwaswokenupbythesmelloffreshcoffee,Iturned

aroundandmethisfacesomewhatglowingthis

morning.EvenbeforeIcouldgreethim,hekissedmy

lips.Ismiledandwenttothebathroomthencame

backandtookacupwithrooibosndamnikatheone

withcoffeethenisupportedmybackwitha

continentalpillowndathula.

Him:"babe"



Me:"mh"?

Him:"ndiyakuthanda"

Me:"sho"

Him:"idon'tblameyoufornotbelievingme,but

ndiyakuthandaandidontwannalooseyou"

Me:"whywouldyouloosemeNtando"

Him:"iknowyouknowthetruthaboutChloe,idon't

haveanexcusebutiguessithoughtitwasjust

harmlessfunatthetime"

Me:"harmlessfunneh?Ungatshonjeulifewakhou

sweetzkhali"

Him:"usweetcozihaveyouonmyside"

Me:"usweetcozunayonechancetohaveharmless

funthatinvolvessexualintersexionwithmultiple

partnersNtando.Doyourealizethatyouarenotonly

puttingyourlifeatrisk,butmyowntoo.Andizothetha

kengomntwana"

Him:"i'msorry"

Me:"kay"



Him:"nyhanibaby"

Me:"okaykalokufondin"

Igotoffthebedandwentdownstairs,iwantedtoeat

somethingsweetnamhlanjesoijustlookedthrough

everythinginthefridgebutnothingwastouchingmy

sweettooth,lechapkhangeithengekwakutyaapha...

Justashewalkeddownstairsweheardaknockso

hewenttoopenthedoor,iwasstillinthekitchen.

Vincentwalkedinbancokola,iwalkedinonthem

esithi"eybhutiIdon'tknowwhathappenedbututh

utshiswenguEve"

Me:"morningVince"

Him:"hey"

Ilookedathisbrother..

Me:"babeakhokutyaapha,canwegototown"?



Him:"okaygimmeafewminutesndsathethano

Vincebabe"

Me:"Vincecanwait,mybabycan't.Okanyekejust

gimmeyourcarndizihambele"

Him:"uzihambele?Ayizokwenzekalonto"

Me:"phakamakesihambeintwominutesi'llbedown

heredressedalready"

Ididn'twaitforhimtorespond,whenIwasdonei

walkeddownandcaughthimekhuphauVince,igave

himat-shirtsaphumasahamba.Wedroveinsilence

untilwereachedtheparkinglot

Him:"VincesaysChloewasburntyesterdayandshe

hasbeenhospitalized"

Me:"goodforher"

Ndohlika,hefollowedandwefollowedeachotherin

thestoreuntilhecaughtup



Him:"uthutshiswenguEvebabe"

Me:"wenanoVinceningenaphikengok"?

Him:"haibobabeshe'souremployee,whatkinda

employerswillwelooklikeifwedon'tcare

esezintlungwini"

Me:"IthoughtweunderstoodeachotherwhenIsaid

Iwantheroutwithimmediateeffect"

Him:"sincewhendoyoutellmehowtorunmy

businessesnaS'bongile"?

Me:"ohcutmesomeslackplease,nowyoudo

businesswithtramps?Sluts?Tchin,awnaethics

moskwawena!Moveoutofmyway"

Imovedtoanotheraisle,hefollowedwiththetrolley

Him:"thisisnotaplaceforthisdiscussion"



Ididn'tanswerhim,weboughtacoupleofhousehold

primarygroceriescozididn'tknowhowlonghe'llbe

around.Iboughtmyselfsomebakingtreats,we

payedandleft.

Him:"youareslowlyturningintosomethingIdon't

thinkIlike"

Me:"youaregraduallyshowingmeyourtruecolors"

Helookedatmeandshookhishead,myphonerang

andIdidn'twanthimtoknowitsSoso...

Me:"hello"

Him:"mfethu,areyousittingdown"?

Me:''yeswhy''

Him:"IfoundoutthatCleopatrahasaoneyearold

son,supportedbyyourmanbutactuallybelongsto

Vince"



Itookasecondtoregisterallofthis...

Him:"yes,IthinkIneedyoutospeakmoreclearlypls"

Him:"youarewithtaBeastright"?

Me:"yes"

Ntandostolealookatmeandfocusedbackonthe

road

Him:"ndithenqauskewastiffnje,ndithikelomntana

unomntwananoVincentbutwaxokakutaBeast

wathiumithiswenguyesouyamondlakenge

maintainancesupport"

Me:"wellIwon'tlieIamnotsurprised,itsnot

unexpected"

Him:"Libhongoutyelwarightunderhernose,thats

whyengagxothwalamntananguVince"

Me:"mmh,thanksforlettingmenow.IfIthinkorfind

anythingIwillinformyouaswell"



WaskewahlekauSosobethuna

Him:"yazuligqwirhamntasekhaya?Lendodayakho

inobaayilibaliuthethaintoenengqondokulephone"

Lolihungupandtextedhimon

whatsapp,meanwhilebesesifikilenasendliniIhelped

ntandooffloadsangenaendlini.Bynowiwasreally

hungry,Iwasevenalittledizzysoisatdownand

drankaglassofwater,hewalkedinandsatdownon

abarstoolacrossmine

Him:"ugrand"

Me:"dizzykancinci"

Him:"inobaulambilekakhulu,uzotyanton

ndikwenzele"

Me:"noI'llmanage"

Him:"hehhaikengok"



Me:"usure"?

Him:"babeuzotyantoni"?

Me:"okwangokuIcoulddowithanomelette,buti

wantedsomethingsweet"

Him:"ohthatswhyyouboughtthosebaking

mixtures"

Me:"yep"

Waphakamaandmademybreakfast,Ijustwatched

himwonderinghowcanamansowisebeplayedby

agirllikeChloe?Athugsoruthlessiqhathweyi

trampyaseGoliman.Howdidthathappen?

HIM:"thatlookisntascomfortingasIwouldlikeitto

be"

Isnappedouttamythoughtsandfakedasmile,i

textedsosoandizameleiproofandmailitbackto

methenigotupandwenttocheckwhatbaewas



making.Itastedtheome

HIM:"youknowyou'renotsupposedtoeatfromthe

potneh"

Me:"ndiyafafondin,khand'phakele"

Hekissedmycheekanddishedupformethen

madefoodforhimself,wesatdownaroundthe

kitchensatya.Iatehalfanddrankmyjuicetheni

mixedthechocolatemoussecakemixture

Me:"sowhatarewedoingtoday"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,whatdoyouhaveinmind"?

Me:"theusual,allphonesoffandchillingindoors.

Yougame"?

Him:"doIhaveachoice"?

Me:"youalwayshaveachoicenjebabe,areyou

gamenah"?



Him:"Imissyou,soyeah.LEtsdothis"

Me:"good,nowplsspraythecakepansizoqala

sibhakebeforewechill"

Him:"...oh-kay..."

LOLithinkheonlyobligedbecausehedidn'tknow

whatIknew,orhowmuchIknowsohejustkinda

wantedtostayclosemaybe?Idon'treallycareas

longashewasherewithme.Ihadcometonotice

thateverytimehereturnedfromhistrips,we

somewhatwouldhaveasillyfightbrewupbetween

usinsteadofembracingeachotherkucaceba

besikhumbulana.Afterbakingthechoccakehe

helpedmedressititupinmousseandchocchips

thenicutmyslicethickerthanhis,pouredourselves

fruitjuicethenwewenttochilleloungelisteningto

Jazz

Me:"pleaseswitchoffyourphones"

Him:"ndizoshiysoneon,forbusiness"



Me:"theycanmanagewithoutyouforoneday

Ntando,please.Ialsoneedyourundividedattention

fondin"

Hereachedoutandturnedthemoff,ididsotoo

kwezamandrestedmylegsonhislapeatingmy

cake,hewatchedmewhileeatinghis

Me:"ndikutyelakamnandineh"

Him:"youhavenoidea"

Me:"awbaweliukundityisa"?

Him:"uthenutefakangakanamhlanje"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,ndiyak'dika"?

Him:"i'mjustsaying,khandithiuyandidika"

Me:"mmmh,sotellme,includingtheonesyoualready

have...howmanykidsdoyouwannahaveintotal"?

Him:"sixisenoughbabe,howmanyareyouthinking

ofhaving"?



Me:"justtwoformendiberightcozwealreadyhaveu

SInonoOweinthepicturetomakeitfour"

Him:"sobapheleleapho?YOUDon'twantmore''?

ME:"ha.atyhini,i'mstillyoungfondini.HOwwillI

manageacareerwithabantwanaabangakaandstill

performmywifelydutieskuweandontopofthatI'll

beumolokazanatoyourfamily''

HIM:"youdomakeagoodpoint,speakingaboutthat

topic.Ithinkweshouldbeginwiththelobola

negotiationsprettysooncozwedohavethree

monthsbeforeyougivebirth,maybewecouldtake

advantageofthatandgettingyouinaweddinggown

ngokuumithi"

Me:"andwho'sgonnaplanaweddingintwo

months''??

Him:"aweddingplanner,relax.Youwon'tevenlifta

finger"

Me:"mmh,gimmesometimetothinkaboutit"

hIm:"mmkay"



WEdecidedtotakeanaptogether,IKnewheneeded

therestasmuchasIdid.
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WhenIhadrestedenoughIwokeupesalele,lefthim

thereandwentdownstairsndavulaiphoneyamand

theGodsentLwandisoTitushadsentmeallthe

proofIneededonthisChloechick,Itookhiscarkeys

andmyphone,oneofhisphonesndaphuma.Itexted

Vinceaskinghimwhichhospitalshewasinandall

theneccessarydetails.IsimuncuesinguVincent

sentmeeverything,lolphofuheprobablythoughtI'm

theownerofthephone.Idrovemyselfthere,walked

inandstraighttoherwardndafikaeyedwaelele

ngesisucoztheburnswereonherback.Iwalkedup

toherndamjonga,ndavelandacingauChuma.

Me:"Chloe"

sheblinkedafewtimesafteropeninghereyes,isat

downandlookedatherhorrifiedface



Me:"youlooklikeyou'veseenaghost,usharp"

Her:"Ineedyoutoleaveoriwillpressthisbutton"

Me:"Iamnotleaving,justyet.Andyouarenot

pressinganybuttonsuntilIfinishwhatIcamehere

for"

Shepanickedandfiddledtryingtofindwhatever

buttonshewaslookingfor,Iwatchedjustsmiling

wancamawacalm.

Me:"good,nowwecanstart.Lovie,Icametotellyou

thatyouaregoingtoresigneShisaNyama.Today"

Her:"I'mgoingtoresign?Sayswho"?

Me:"saysme"

Wandijongawahleka,Iwatchedherlaughcoziknew

iwilllaughthemostintheend.



Her:"whatgivesyoutheideathatIwilllistentoyou?

Yhoumuncumntanomntundikuncamile,ucingbajust

becauseyoursisterburntmewithwaterIwilljust

backdown?Umuncu"

Me:"betweenyouandmeandimazioyenaumuncu

rightnowbutthatsokay.Iunderstandwhereyou're

comingfrom"

Shelookedatmeindisgust...

Her:"forgetit,iwillnotresignandindodayona

yeyethu.Keepthering,Idon'tcarecozheknowsmy

doorwhenheneedstherealdeal"

Igotupandsmiledather,IknewNtandowas

probablyawakenow.

Me:"Iknowyourdirtylittlesecret.Youfucked



NtandowhilefuckingVincent,gotpregnantbyVince

andliedtoNtandoaboutit.Hepaysmaintainanceto

achildyoumadehimbelieveishisbutitsactually

hisbrother's"

Herfacehadnowtransformed...

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatwouldLibosayordoifshe

weretofindout.ButIknowBeastdoesn'ttakekindly

tobetrayal...callVincetellhimyouwanttoresign

withimmediateeffectoryouwillseethefemale

BeastunleashedcozIwillnevershareamanwith

you,notnow,notineternity"

Iwalkedtowardsthedoor...Andstopped

Me:"byimmediateeffectImeantoday,beforeeleven

fifty-ninepm.Youdontwantyourdirtylaundryhung

ontheseMabonengstreets"



IleftandwentpastdoctorChetty'soffice

ndazikhalazisangentlokoandmorningsickeness

justsoIcouldgetsomeprescribtion.Intoyongena

endliniwethu,shegavemepillsandliquid

medicationndahambandabuyelakuNtandondfika

engqengqeonthecouch,helookedupasIkissed

himandsatontheothercouchwithmy

pharmeuticalbrownbagwiththemeds

Him:"youokay?Uvelaphiphof"?

Me:"youalreadyknowananswertothatnje...what

areweeatingforsupper"?

Him:"supper?Ndilambengokumnababe,asinozama

somelunchkqala"

Me:"didyouseetime?Ulelerightthroughlunchtime

kalokwena"

Him:"I'llmakethesnacksifyouagreetomake

dinner"

Me:"alright,goahead"



Hegotupandwenttothekitchen,iremovedmy

shoesandbrathenIwenttomakemyselfa

smoothiewhilstwaitingforthesnacks.

Me:"don'ttellmeyou'remakingsandwiches"

Him:"snacksmadam,snacks"

Itookmysmoothiebacktotheloungeandhada

chatwithSosoonWhatsApp.Afterafewminutes

NtandoimmergedwiththesnacksandIatejusts

few

Him:"ndcelaiphoneyam"

Me:"ihavetomakeaphonecallzokunika"

Him:"transferairtimetoyourphonebabeundinike

iphone"

Me:"Ihaveairtimeqhandfunauphone'angale

yakho"



RightthenicalledVincent...

Him:"grootman"

Me:"nothim,look,ineedafavour"

Him:"oh,Tee.What'sup"?

Me:"IneedtoknowifNtandotoldyouthatChloeis

nolongerworkingforyou"

Ntandolookedatme,emotionless.

Him:"erh,no.MayIaskwhy"?

Me:"TomorrowmorningI'llbeatthespot,Ineedto

seethatshe'soutofyourbooks"

Him:"Teethat'snothowwedobusiness,shecould

dragustotheCCMAifwedon'tfollowproper

procedures"

Me:"Iwasn'taskingyouropinion,youarethe

manageryouwillknowhowtohandleit"



Him:"What'sgoingon?Cozthissoundspersonal"

Me:"plstelllibhongoI'dliketoseeherbefore

lunchtimetomorrow"

Him:"Libo?Why?Shouldibeworried"?

Me:"maybe,butthatsnoneofyourbusiness,dealwith

Chloetheni'llbeouttayourface"

Hebreathed...

Him:"okay"

Me:"thankyou"

IhungupandgaveNtandohisphone...

Him:"Iknowuhurtbutidon'tlikewhatyouaredoing

orhowyou'redoingit"

Me:"whatmeatwouldyouliketoeatbabe"?

Him:"beef,undimamelephof"



Ismiledathimandwenttostartwithdinner

preparations.Hewalkedinwithourplateand

glasses,rinsedthemandsatdown

Him:"uphez'kwantoniS'bongile"?

Me:"tiles"

Him:"youknowwhatamtalkingabout"

Me:"actuallyIdOn't,induldgemelove"

Him:"you'vebeenquietaboutthisChloething,thats

kindaunusualfromyou"

Me:"quiet?I'vebeennaggingyoutoreleaseher

eversinceifoundout,kantiufunandithini?Standon

theroof"?

Him:"idon'tknowokay.I'musedtoyouthrowing

tantrums,ultimantumsandallofthatbutnowyou're

actingweirdaroundthisissue,givingorders"

Me:"haveyoueverthoughtofthefactthatpeople

grow"?



Heshookhisheadandleftmetocookinpiece.If

Chloedidn'tresignngokuiswearherlifewasonthe

brinkofitsmiserablebegining.
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IcookedinsilencendagqibathenIdishedupfor

bothofusinoneplatethentookthefoodtothe

lounge.Hewasn'tthere,iputthefoodonthetable

andwentupstairsndafikahewaspantingtoandfro

talkingonthephoneIjuststoodbythedoor,leaned

onitandwaitedforhimtonoticethatI'mhereand

hedid

Him:"babejustgimmeafewminutes"

Me:"kay"

Iwentbackdownstairsandhadmydinner,hecame

downandthrewhisphoneontheothercouchandI

gavehimthewholeplatecozIwasalreadyfull.Igot



up

Him:"sew'yolala"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"Ihavesomewheretobeforacouple

minutes,butIwon'tbelong"

Me:"mmh"

Iwentupstairs,changedandgotinbedthenIcalled

mybrother..thenewlyfoundbrother.

Him:"mtasekhaya"

Idon'tknowwhythatwordmademeemotional..I

suddenlyhadalumponmythroat.

Me:"heyyou,unjani"?

Him:"i'mgood,uthenumtanaingathukhathazekile

nje"

Me:"umtanaudiniwebhuti"



Him:"talktoyourbrother,whatsup"

Itookadeepbreath...

Me:"Ihavetried,butitsstillhardtoforgiveandforget

whatyourdaddidtomymotherincludinghowIwas

conceived"

Him:"giveittime,Icanonlyimaginewhatitslikebut

intheendakhomlambouzamvasakuwoheisyour

fathertoo"

Me:"Idon'thavethatkindatimengoku,Ntandowants

tobeginwiththenegotiations"

Him:"doesn'theknowlesituationukuyokanti"?

Me:"uyamaziuNtandoGuddafondini"

Him:"sowhatdoyouhaveinmindke"

Me:"wouldyoumindgoingwithLuuandMarcforme?

Thatsjustwhaticancomeupwithrightnow"

Him:"I'mhonoredthatyouevenconsideredmebut

singabaXhosamtasewehavetodotheright



thing,therightway"

Me:"sothatsano"?

Him:"Icouldonlystandinfordadifhewasstillin

prison"

Me:"igetyou,wellIguessIshouldjuststicktomy

laneandletmytwobrothershandleeverything"

Him:"ifthatwillmakeyouhappythendoit,look,I

hopeyoudon'tfeellikeIdon'twannahelpyou"

Me:"noIunderstandbhut'don'tworryaboutit"

Him:"onceagain,don'trushintoanything.Especially

justtokeepaman"

Me:"thankyou,goodnightneh"

Him:"goodnightsis"

IhungupandcalledMarcus

Him:"littlesister"

Me:"heyboet,howareyou"



Him:"goedenjy"

Me:"goed...Ihaveabonetopickwithyou"

Him:"okayshoot"

Me:"Ntandowantstobeginthelobola

negotiations..doyouknowwhatthatis"

Him:"ohcummon,I'mblackerthanyouevercouldbe"

Me:"hahaIjusthadtoask"

Him:"areyoureadytobehiswifethough"?

Me:"Iwouldn'tbewearinghisringifIwasn'tready"

Him:"true,Ijustdon'tseetherush.Youjustfound

yourdad,I'msurehecanwaittillyousettleandget

usedtothatideaofhavinganotherfamilybesides

theSmiths"

Me:"hewantedthechildtobebornintoasolidhome

though"

Him:"whatdifferencewillthatmake?Look,ifheloves

youforrealthenhewillunderstandandwaitforthe

righttiming"

Me:"ihearyou"



Him:"IhopeyouunderstandIwantwhatsbestfor

you"

Me:"Ido,andIloveyou"

Him:"alrightgoodnight"

me:"nightbro"

soafterhangingup,Irealizedthatthetimingreally

wasn'tright.What'stherush?IhavethisChloe

dramaontopofmylistandmybabyonthewayso

nyhanmanIneededtotakethingsslowandontop

ofallthesethings,Ihadthisnewfamilytosortout

andmaybebondwithifitevencomestothat.Nando

returnedafteranhourandiwasfastasleep,Ifelthim

gettinginthecoversbutIdidn'tmoveaninch.The

followingmorningIwaswokenupbyaringing

phone

Me:"mh"?

Him:"Tee,Chloedoesn'twanttoresign.Myhandsare

tied"



Me:"mxm"

Ihungupandgotoffthebed,Iwenttobathndabuya

andcalledLibhongowhilesittingonthebed

Her:"heyTee,IgotyourmessagefromVinceizolo"

Me:good,butI'dlikeustomeetforbreakfast.Not

lunch"

Her:"oh,okay.ShouldIbeworried"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,canwemeet"?

Her:"sure,textmetheplaceI'llbethere"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupandgotdressed,Ntandowasawake...

Him:"goingsomewhere"?

Me:"goodmorningyesI'mgoingoutforbreakfast

andI'mtakingyourcar.Bye,loveyou"



Ikissedhisdrylipsandlefthimrightthere,he

followedandmetmeattheparkinglot

Him:"here"

Hegavemehisblackcard

Me:"thanks"

Istartedthecarandleft,hedidn'tsaymuchlikeI

expectedhewould.Onthewayitextedliboour

meetingplacetheniwenttoprintoutmyprooffor

her,shamendafikasephaya.

Igreetedandordered,shedidsotoothensatya

senzasomesmalltalkuntilwewerebothhalfway



Her:"okay,iknowwe'renotfriendssowhyarewe

here"?

Me:"haveyouseenumntanakachloe"?

Her:"yeswhy"?

Me:"doyouknowthefather"?

Her:"no,she'salwaysbeencageyandmysterious

abouthim"

Igaveherthedocumentswazithatha

HER:"what'sthis"?

Me:"proofthatChloe'schildisyourboyfriend'schild"

Her:"what"?

Me:"Vincent,isherbabydaddysweedy"!

IftherewasnoproofIknewshewouldntbelieve

me,butrightnow...allproofwashere,whatchoicedid

shehave?
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Her:"no,no,no.Thiscan'tbetrue.Vincewouldnever

dothistome"

Againshelookedatthepapers,ateardroppedas

realitykickedin.

Her:"Thatbitchplayedmelikeafool"

Me:"I'msorry"

Her:"howcouldIhavebeensoclueless?Stupid?"

Me:"she'sclearlyamasteratthesethings,don't

blameyourself"

Her:"Lenganeay'ngazikahlengizoytrappalike

nobody'sbusinessbutngizoqalangoVince.How

couldhe"?

Ikeptquiet

Shecleanedherselfup,downedherjuiceandpacked

thedocumentsinherbagwahamba.Iatemyfood

finish,takingmytimethenIsettledthebillandleft.I



drovetoWimpyfortheirchocolateshakethen

straighttoNtando'sapartment.Hewasbusyonhis

laptop,Iknewforsurehewastrackingmymovement

cozhiscarhasatracker.Ihungthekeysandsat

downdrinkingmyshake,heclosedthelaptoppacked

itawayandlookedatme

Me:"sup"?

Him:"ngendbuzakuwe,whatexactlyareyou

orchestratingS'bongile"?

Me:"ihavecheckupnextweekuzobeuselapha"?

Him:"yousee?Onceagainyou'rechangingthe

subject"

Me:"oh-kay.Someonewokeuponthewrongsideof

thebed"

Iputhiscardonthetable

Me:"thanksalot"



Him:"areyouevergonnaanswerme"?

Me:"IdonothavetheenergyNtando.Arewegoing

togobackandforthwiththesamequestion

everyday"?

Him:"IfyouansweredmekwayizoloIwouldhave

droppedit"

Me:"haike"

Him:"sothatmeansnangokuaw'zondiphendula?

ShouldIleave,giveyouspace"?

Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"eKapaofcoz,ndizekuweaphabutclearlyyou

aretoobusywithwhateveritisthatoccupiesyou"

Me:"reallyNtando?Like,nyhani"?

Him:"reallywhatbaby?talktome,screamshout,do

whateveritisthatyouwannado,doitthenwecan

moveon"

Me:"youwannatalkhuh?"

Him:"yes"

Me:"okay,tellmekeZ'khaliwhydidyoulietome



aboutChloe?"

Him:"we'regoingthereagain?GoodLord"!

Me:"uh-uh,notsofast.Tellmebaby,whatisitthat

shehasthatIdon't?Whatisitthatshedoesforyou

thatIhaveneverdone"?

Him:"thisisridiculous,Iapologizedaboutthis.Why

arewegoingbacktoitnowagain"?

Me:"youwantedtotalk,nowtalk"

Him:"watchyourtoneS'bongile"

Me:"orwhat?HehNtando,yazubusyuzenzaisgora

aphakumkodwaumuncu"?

Him:"didyoujustsayndimuncuS'bongile"?

Me:"Ithinkweshouldcloseallwindowskungena

umoyaklendlu,awutshowenababe"?

Hegotupandwenttothekitchen,wabuyaand

lookedatme



Him:"didyoujusttellmendimuncu?AsinStupid"?

Me:"uyay'bonalentondiy'thethayo?Umuncubabeas

insour"

Hesatontheedgeofthecouchandburiedhisface

betweenhiskneesbeforelookingupatme,speaking

inanangry,icy,steelvoice

Him:"don'teverrepeatit.Idon'tcarehowhurtyou

are,butdon'teverrepeatthatsentence"

Me:"ohokay,soxandfunukuthiumuncufuneka

ndithini?Ndithiudomu"?

Hechuckled,gettingangriereveryminutethat

passedby

Him:"mas'yeke.BeforeIdosomethingIwilllater

regret"

Me:"awnothimandithetheandthenwhenIdouthi

mas'yeke.Unlesskewhenyoulookatmeyouseea



wirelessradiothatyoucanturnonandoffanytime

youfeellike"

Him:"thisisnottalking,youareinsultingmeqhainto

oyenzayo.Obubumuncubungakaobubonenini

khona''?

Me:"ifthisisnottalkingthenclearlyIneedadegree

forsignlangauge.Keleyokubamuncundiyibone

ngoskewondleleuVincentumntwana"

Him:"what?''

Me:"erh,bekhendathiweshouldclosethese

windows,uyazbonabaawuvangoku"?

Him:"uthindondlelauVinceumntana?Ngumntaka

banlowo"?

Me:"lowakhenoChloe"

Him:"solemmegetthisstraight...youknew

everythingaboutthischildandyetkungona

undixelelayo?HowdiesVincefitinhere?Howdid

youevenfindout"?

Me:"babybaby!Doyounowrealizethatumuncu?U

dominfact"?



Hesatdownandlookedatme,onmywayhomeI

hadmadecopiesforhimtoocozIknewhewouldn't

believeme.

Me:"Ineedtotakeanap,inaz'bonelebaumuncuude

wabonwanayitrampyaseGoliyakutyayade

yakukhukhuzantwanayam.Ndiselaphakemna

nobandakwam"

Iputthepapersonthetableandwentupstairs.
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AfewminutesafterIlefthimIheardthedoor

bang,thenthecarscreechingout.Iturnedmy

phonesoffndalala,Iwasn'tgonnastressmyself

ngomtuomdalawithhisownbrain,mindandsense

ofreasoning.AnhourandahalflaterIwokeupand

wentdownstairs,VincewastherewithNtando

ndabulisaandwentstraighttothekitchenwhereI



mademyselfsomethingtoeatgqibandayityelaphaI

wasn'tinthemoodtotalktoanyofthosetwo.

NdithendsatyaIsawNtandocominginenyoshoza

ngathyinjaebeamaqanda,hesatrightacrossme

Him:"babe"

Ijustlookedathim.

Him:"Ineedtoknowhowyoufoundoutboutleway

yalomtanacoznoVinceebengayazbangowakhe"

Me:"uyand'qhelakodwaNtando,outofeverything

thatyoushouldbetomerightnowund'buza

obobubhanxa?Really"?

Him:"okay,okayI'msorrybabe.I'msorry"

IgotupandrinsedmyutensilsthenIwentback

upstairsndapakishaintozam.Vincewalkedin

Him:"sheresigned"

Idon'tknowwhyezoxelelamnacoznotsolongago



ebetheshedoesn'twanttoresignsoIjustcontinued

withwhatIwasdoing

Him:"I'msorryTee,IknowIshouldhavelistenedto

youfromthewordgo"

ItookmybagdownstairsandNtandogotupin

shockandcameforwardtakingmybagintohis

hands

Me:"babekhasuketana"

Him:"babeyouarebeingirrationalnow,look,ndiyayaz

ndenzerongobutplsbabyletsfindawaytowork

throughthislikewealwaysdo"

Me:"uzand'godusaorshouldIcallacab"?

Him:"Naliqueplsdon'tdothis"

Me:"acabitis"



Islightlypushedhimoutofmywayandcalleda

cab,Vincefollowedmeezond'cenga

Him:"Teedon'tdothismfethu"

IwantedtoanswerhimbutkwathigqiuLibo

waphumaoutofhercarwithawashingbasketfull

ofclothesandtwosuitcasesthatshethrewrightat

Vinceandgotbackintohercarandleft,Ntandosaw

allofthiscoznayeebesephumile

Me:"hm,jongalomntuumcengelayoakakucengeli

wena.Khandyekendihambe,andleaveyallwithyour

troubledsouls"

thecabcamethroughndakhwelandagoduka.

...

NtandospenttwomonthsinJoburgtrynafixle



messhegothimselfinto,Ilivedmynormaldailylife

likenothinghappenedandontopofitall,Iwasjust

gladIwasamonthawayfromdeliverysoverysoonI

wastobeamother.Ihadsomethingtolookforward

to,somethinggreatlybeautifulandprecious.Onthe

dayofhisdeparturetoCapeTownNtandowentto

mycribfikandingekhosohecalled...

Me:"taBeast"?

Him:"hey,I'matyourfrontgatendcelauvule"

Me:"andikho"

Him:"oh,uphi"?

Me:"ufunantoncharlie"?

Him:"Iwantustotalk.Please"

Me:"hayfondinIdontwannatalktoyou"

Him:"babyplease"

Me:"saywhatyouwannasayundiyekandifunde

mtchanaIhaveanexamcomingup"

Him:"ndiyahambanamhlanjethere'ssomethingthat



needsmeinCapeTown"

Me:"that'sit"?

Him:"yes,Iwashopingwecouldresolveacoupleof

issuesbeforeIgo"

Me:"Ihavenoissuestoresolvewithyousthandwa

sam"

Him:"haveyouspokentoyourbrothers"?

Me:"regarding"?

Him:"regardingthenegotiations"

Me:"ohthat,itwillhavetowait.Westillsome

growingtodobeforewecommitourlivestoeach

otherforever"

Him:"haibobaby"

Me:"ndlelantletata"

Him:"Naliquendiyakucela.Theniggagrovellinghere,

pls"

Me:"Ihavetogo,textmeofikakwakhosothatIknow

uhambekakuhlenyhani"



ThenIhungup.

WithmeNtandodoesn'tdotexting,hecalls.Kakade

ufundiswezezinyatsikwaokotextasohedidcall

wathufikilendathishoandhungup.Forthelast

monthofmypregnancyIburiedmyselfinmybooks

cozIreallyneededGoodmarksfortheLegalWise

internship.Iwrotemyexamsinagoodspace,varsity

closedforwinterholidaysthenIdecidedtogoto

EastLondonkhendiyohlalaekhaya,iwasgladthat

thehousehadn'tbeensoldjustyet.Feltgoodtobe

backhome..thememoriesweremixedfromhappy

tosorrowfullypainfulbutIguessthat'swhatI

neededek'gqibelenicozthisistheonlyhomeIknow.

AftertwoweeksIreceivedacallfromLuu

Me:"Lulu"?

Him:"heywhereareyou"?

Me:"EastLondon,why"

Him:"noIjustpoppedinandfoundthehouseempty"



Me:"ohsorryman,Ineededabreather"

Him:"otherwiseallisgood"?

Me:"yep,everythingisfine"

Him:"okaythen,enjoy"

Me:"thanks"

Wehungup...rightafterthatSosocalled

Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Him:"hayungak'lingeundenzelelontomnayinton

ngoku"

Me:"fokofSosoman"

Him:"eshe!Hehwethuawbawelindizokuhlalisa?

LindohasgonehomeagainandCTCanbeboring"

Me:"izababe,ifawonqeniudibananomamakho

everynowandthen"

Him:"whatisshedoinginJozi"?

Me:"ndimoseMonti"



Him:"yhooo!Worsekelamajitaasemzinakho

ebefunaubangaphaforaweek"

Me:"mmh,whydon'tyougotoDurbskubowena"?

Him:"thoseZulugirlswillmakemeunfaithful

mtase,andfunituukuyapha"

Me:"aw'muncumfethu"

Him:"haska!Mamela,I'lltellthemIwasforcedtogo

toELyabo,ifbathinabobayezathensofikelaendlini

butI'msurewe'llprobablyspendthedayswithyou"

Me:"mmkay,ndizovangawekedarly"

Him:"sharpntwana"

HavingthetwinsheremeantNtandowillknowmy

whereabouts,myeverymove.NotthatIcareorthat

ndiyamfihlelabutIenjoyhearingtheuncertainityof

hisvoicewhenhe'sclueless.ButIcouldn'tsaynoku

Soso,ijusthadtowaitandseehowitplaysout.

SotheguyscameonthelastweekofmystayinEL



BafikelakuloSosobutashepromisetheyspent

everydaywithmebagodukengoyolala.EvenLandile

joinedthem,somehowthingsweren'tasawkward

betweenusanymorethankstoKuhlewhomadeus

talklikeadultsshould,attheendofthedaywehada

pastthatwecouldn'tchange.Lifegoeson.Onthe

fourthdaywedecidedtogotoHagaHaganjejustto

playsomegamesandhavefunwithnature...They

metladies:vImetanimals.Onourreturnhomewe

stoppedatSteersforabite,sohlikasonkeandfound

atablewhileKayandLaawenttoorderforus...then

Ilookedoutsideforasecondandsawaconvoyof

blackcarsparkedontheotherside.Iknew

immediatelythatanyminuteIwillspota

gangsta...here.SancokolanjeenamajitaandthenI

heardafamiliarvoice

Her:"butdaddyyouareunfair,youpromisedtotake

usbackfortherollercoasterride"

Him:"butSinokulatengokuandyourbrotherneeds

totakehismeds"



SihleturnedandlookedattheirdirectionwhileI

buriedmyfacekwitabyamSosowasbusyonthe

phonewithhisgirl,thekidssawSihleandcame

runningthentheysawme.Ilookedupacting

surprisedaswehuggedandkissed

Owe:"awusemhlesisi"

Me:"thankyouboy,nibahlenani"

Sino:"mamaufikeninieMonti"?

Me:"erh..notsolongagonana"

Sino:"ooh,Daddywasgonnaborrowmehisphone

tonightIwantedtocallyou"

Me:"luckilyhereIam"

ShehuggedmeagainthenNtandoaskedmeaside

foraminutesoweleftthekidswiththeguysand

walkedtohiscaroutside.Imerelytouchedthecar

withmybackwhenIfelthislipsonmine.Theshock



andadrenalinerushplustheintimacyandhungerin

hiskissreallycaughtmeoffgaurdbutgotme

engagedandsomehowexcited.Iallowehimtokiss

merightinthatpublicspace,andIkissedhimback

pullinghimevencloser..thenwesloweddownand

stopped.

Him:"eachandeverydaythatpassesIloveyoumore

andmore.Please,forgivemeonceagain.Onelast

time"

Me:"you'vegottaearnmyforgivenessthistime

around"

Him:"I'lldowhateverittakes"

Iliftedupmyfaceandkissedhimonemoretime

beforeleavinghimwantingmore,hecalledhisguys

baphumanabantwanabahambaIatemyfoodwith

myniggassagoduka.
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Wespentthelastfewdaystogetherthenthedouble

twinpackflewtoDurbanwhileIflewtoJo'burg.My

lastcheckupwiththedoctorwasintwodaysandI

wasn'tgonnacallNtandocozheknowsmydates,he

insistedondiarizingthemsowhenthedayfinally

came,Idrovemyselftothedoctorsofficeanddidmy

thingthenIwasgivenanotherdateincaseIdidnt

givebirthasyet.WhenIleftthatofficeIwent

straighttoMuggandBean,Ihavebeencravingtheir

cheesecakeforweeksnow.Awaitorcametomy

table,Iorderedthecheesecakeasatakeawayand

thenaglassofmangojuicewhilewaiting.Tomy

displeasure,theguywasn'ttheonewhobroughtthe

juice,Chloedid.

Her:"here'syourjuice"

Ilookedupsurprisedthatshefoundajobso

quick...thenijustgotupandtookmybag

Her:"TrinaI'msorry.Foreverything"



Iturnedandgaveheronehelluvaklapbetweenthe

eyes,beforeshecouldevenscreaminshocki

splashedherwiththatjuicendamshiyaejongwe

ngabantu,gotinmycaranddrovetothe

ShisaNyamaandfoundanemptytablendahlala.A

newgirlcametotakemyorderthensheleft,Libo

walkedinforhershiftandshespottedmeweza

Her:''hi"

Me:"Libhongo"

Her:"Ineverreallygotachancetothankyou"

Me:"itwasneveraboutyouinthefirstplace"

Her:"Ikindafiguredthatout,butthankyouonce

againforopeningmyeyes"

Me:"mmh,nigrandnoVince"?

Her:"Idon'tknow,Iaskedforspace.Ineedtimeto

thinkabouteverything"

Me:"don'tbreakupwithhimifyoustilllovehim,that



willmakeyourdearfriendvictorious"

Her:"Idon'ttrusthim,andIdon'twannabethat

insecuregirlfriendIwaswhenwefirstgottoknow

you"

Me:"I'msorry.Genuinely"

Her:"yeahwell,thisislife.ByebyebeforeIbecome

late"

Me:"sure"

Mytakeawaycamendagoduka.

....

Varsityreopenedandthenhardworkwasjustmy

dailymeal.SeeingthatNtandohadtheabilityto

cheatlikehedidnoChloewasmorethemotivationI

neededtobeindependantsomymissionwastoget

thatinternshipandsavemoneyformychildcozI

don'treallyknowwhatthefuturebeholds.Onthe

firstweekofAugustIhadascarewhileinclass,an

ambulancewascalledformeIwenttothehospital

butthedoctorsaiditwasstilltooearlyandthatI



shouldgohomeandrest,heevengavemeiphepha

tosubmitatschoolgqibandiyohlalaendlini.That

sameweekIlaterrecievedanemailthatIwas

chosentobeamongthefivestudentswhowere

selectedbyLegalWisetotakepartinthe

internship...inPortElizabeth:oyesIwasexcitedbut

thatmeantIwasgonnaworkdoubleifnottriplecoz

bythetimetheinternshipstarts,mybabywill

hopefullybeinhis/herthirdmonthandIwillhaveto

submitmylastmodulesviafaxesandemailsevery

nightafterwork.

NtandocametoJoziwezaendliniIopenedforhim

andreturnedtothecouchIwason

Him:"unjani"?

Me:"goodyou"?

Him:"I'mgood,sorryImissedyourcheckup"

Me:"sho"



Wakhewathicwaka...

Him:"Ibroughtyouthese"

Itooktheshoppingbagandtookoutthe

contents,cakefromCharlies,abatchofLindt

chocolate,grapesandplainyoghurt,strawberriesand

twoUltramelcustards.

Me:"thanks"

Him:"amIforgiven"?

Me:"forgivenessisn'tboughtNtando,itsearnedjust

likerespect"

Him:"okaykebabywhatdoIhavetodosothat

ubonebaI'mreallysorry"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,butIuhm,needthekeystomy

housethough"

Him:"yourhouse?TheoneinPE"?



Me:"thatstheonlyhouseIhave"

Him:"ohkay,uzoyanini"?

Me:"I'mnotsurebutbeforetheyearrunsout"

Him:"uyohlalababeoruyaforaholiday"?

Me:"babeuzandinikathesekeysorwhat"?

Him:"ndizakunikakalok,Ijustwannaknow"

Me:"mmh"

Hespentthatday,andthenextekhayathenhewent

toattendtohisbusinesses.Onthe8thofAugust

ekuzenikusaIknewIwasinlabour...thepainIwas

in,mywaistandbackwerekillingmebut

nonethelessIwokeupandbathed,Igotdressedand

tookeverythingIknewIwouldneedthenIwalked

slowlydownthestairs.IthoughtIwouldbeableto

drivemyselfbutIsawtheimpossibilityofthatwhen

Itookmorethanfifteenminutesjusttogettothe

bottomofthestairssoIcalledNtando,hepickedup

afteronering



Him:"baby"?

OohIthankedGodthathewasn'tasleep

Me:"uphi"?

Him:"I'monmywaytotheairportlove,why"?

Me:"geezNtandoitspastthreeamuyaphi"?

Him:"theCape,what'sup?Uthenukhefuzelana"

Me:"ndiyalunywafondin"!

Him:"wha-whoahokay,okaylemmedropezichapat

theairportthenI'llcomestraighttoyou"

Thenmywaterbroke,Iswearthatscaredtheshit

outtame

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"Baby"?



Me:"mywaterjustbroke.Ifyoudon'tgetherenowI

swearI'mgonnagivebirthrighthere"

Him:"shit!Okaysulilakalokndiyeza"

Hehungup,ileanedtowardsthewall.Icouldn'tsit

down...Iwalkedtothekitchenandboiledwater

ndenzaiherbalteawithhoney,ndthendsaqala

uphungaIheardahootingcaroutside,Iopenedthe

gateyangena.Herushedtothedoorwafika

ndphungalolwatyhafa

Him:"ohkay...Uyaphunga"

Me:"canwego"?

Him:"sure,wheresyourbag"?

Ipointedatthebaghetookit.Itookmyflaskmug

andlockedthehousethengotinthebackpassenger

seatwherethereweretwootherguys,Igreetedand

askedonetotakethefrontseatyaphephetheka

imotokaNtandoukuyaesibhedlele.Jonga

ukungenapha,tofindawheelchairandactuallytake



metomaternityallhappenedinamatterofseconds.

Igotthereandchangedintoagownthengotonthe

bed,thedoctorcheckedthecentimetresonlytofind

theheadalreadypeeping

Doc:"okayyounglady,atthecountof10pushhard"

Ijustnodanddidmypart,afteracoupleofpushesI

heardababycry.ItisonlywhentheygaveNtando

thebabythatIrealizedhe'sbeenhereallalong.As

hetookhissonIsawabrightsparkleinhis

eyes,somethingIhaven'treallyseenever.JustasI

thoughtallwasover...

Doc:"erh,I'mgonnaneedyoutopushagainMiss

Smith.Ithinkthere'sstillsomethinginthere"

Myjawdropped.

Like,IwasalreadyfeelinglikeIranamarathonand

nowIhadtogothroughallofthatagain?Ntando

lookedatmyreluctantface



Him:"youcandothisbaby,justtakeadeepbreath"

Thedoctorurgedmeonceagain,Iobligedand

pushedafewmoretimes.ThistimeIdidn'thave

muchstrengthandallthatpushingwas

accompaniedbytears

Doc:"justonemorepushyounglady,5,4,3,2,and

push"

IpushedwithallmymightthenIheardalazycry,I

couldn'tbelieveit.

Nurse:"congratulations,itsanotherboy"

Sheputthebabyonmychest,icouldn'thelpbutcry

evenmore.HowcouldIpossiblythankGodforsuch

greatgifts?IfeltNtandokissingmyforehead



ndamjongawithtearyeyes

Him:"enkosibaby"

Ididn'treallyhaveanywords,hefollowedthenurses

bayovasaabantwanawhileIwenttobathmyselfand

returnedtoanewwardndafikandalala.WhenIwoke

up,hewasstillhere

Him:"hey"

Ismiledfaintly

Me:"hey"

Him:"howareyoufeeling"?

Me:"painful...andhungry"

Him:"Igotyoufood"

Me:"enkosi"

ThenIwenttothebathroomandcameback



Me:"imustsay,IthoughtyouwouldbeinCTbynow"

Him:"thegentscanhandlethingswithoutme"

Me:"don'tstayonmyaccount,youknowI'mabiggirl"

Isearchedformybaginthelockernexttothebed

andtookoutmyownwarmgownndanxibaalong

withsocksandslippers

Him:"Iwanttobehere.Withyouandmyboys"

Iweighedwhathewassaying...

Him:"youdon'tbelievemedoyou"?

Me:"speakingofmyboys,baphi"?

Him:"basenursary,letsgofetchthem"

Wewalkedinsilencealongsideeachothersafika

phandaxakananento,itsnotevenfunny.Ntandojust

stoodthereandwatchedme,hewasactually

enjoyingthis,seeingmeoutofmydepthandalmost



confused.Howdoesonerecognisetheirownchild

whenalmosteverybabylooksthesame?
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Hestoodnexttome,stillwiththatamusedsmile

Him:"don'ttellmeaw'baboniabantwanabakho"

TherewereaboutfifteenothernewbornbabiessoI

tookawalkallthenursaryandthensmiledtomyself

asIbentdownslowlypickingone,lolIfirstchecked

hisarmbandandsawmynameonit.Hetookthe

secondonesabuyelabacktomywardthereIgota

chancetolookatthemproperlyastheynexttoeach

other,ateartrickleddownmycheekIwipeditaway

Me:"IfeellikeGodhasbeentherefromdayone...isit

possiblethatHeisclosingjuniorsgap"?

Him:"maybe,truthisHe'salwaysthere"



Iaskedformyphonewandinika,Itookapictureand

senttoallmybrothersandsistersandofcozSoso.

Hewasthefirstonetocall...

Me:"hey"

Him:"hewethu,likereallyntwanayam"?

Me:"reallySoso"

Him:"twins?Yhooo.Isn'titpainfulthough"

Me:"heee,soI'msupposedtodiscussbirthpainswith

you?Really"?

Him:"nodarlywhatImeanttosayiscongrats,I'll

comeseethemnextmonthokay"

Hahaha

Me:"aytman"

Wehungup...IcouldseeNtandowantedtosayor

asksomething



Me:"sayit"

Him:"saywhat"?

Me:"whateveritisthatsgoinoninyourhead"

Hetookadeepbreath..

Him:"Iwaswonderingifyouhavethoughtordecided

onnamesyet"

Me:"names"

Him:"namesyes.Forthebabies"

Iwasn'tgivenachancetodothat:vIhadn'treally

thoughtaboutanything,Iwasstillinaweofthis

wholething.Ilookedathimandshruggedwahleka

Me:"suhlekafondin,Iwasneverexpectingtwinsokay?

I'mstillinshock"



Him:"theHomeAffairsladywillbeherebytwoto

makecertificates"

Me:"ohkay,whatdoyouhaveinmind?NotthatI'm

gonnauseit,butmaybeitcouldtriggersomething"

Him:"anythingwithThandoorNtando"

Me:"Ishouldhaveknown"

Wahleka.

IgavehimtheirclothesabanxibisewhileItooka

coupleofbiteskokukutyathathehadboughtforme.

WhentheyweredoneandIhadeaten,Itried

breastfeedinganditwasn'taseasyasitlooked.

Look,Itriedbuthowdoyouteachababyhowto

suckle?IswearIneverthoughtitwouldbethis

frustrating,Igaveupndababekanexttoeachother

gqibandathula

Him:"baby"

Me:"saveit"



Hemovedfromhischairandcametome,helifted

mychinforcingmetolookathim.

Him:"youdon'thavetogiveupsoeasily,waitforthe

nurseI'msurethey'llguideyou"

Me:"dude,isn'tthissupposedtocomenaturally?But

lookatme,Icantevendoit"

Him:"oncetheyguideyou,itwillcomenaturallybabe

don'tstressyourselfaboutit"

Ihadalumpinmythroat,Iwassavedbyanursewho

walkedin.Ntandotoldherandkwazuncancisaand

shegladlyshowedmetheropesbutonetwindidn't

evenmakeaneffortsowefedhimwiththesyringe.

LaterNtandoleft,LuuandCvecametocheckonme

theylaughedwhenItoldthemIdidn'thavenames.

TheHomeAffairsladyalsocameandleftcozIstill

didn'tknowwhattocallthem.Secondday,Marc

camewithLiz,Gudda,EveandLwandoandtheywere



allinmuchshocklikeIwas.Latertheyallleftme

withmybabies,IgotacallfromKeri

Me:"bigsis"

Her:"congratulationssweety"

Me:"thankshey"

Her:"sowhataretheirnames"?

Me:"erh...nowthatsaproblem"

Her:"aproblem"?

Me:"Idon'thavenamesyet,alltheirfatherwantsis

anythingwithhisnameoranythingsimilartoit"

Her:"haha!Allmenwantthat,takeyourtimeyouwill

getemeventually"

Me:"yeah"

Her:"doyouwantmetocomeoverandhelpyouor

you'llstillbringthemthisside"?

Me:"eyIdon'tknow.Ntandosaidhe'llhireahelper

butIdon'tknowifhe'sstillonthat"



Her:"alrightthen"

Me:"thanksforthecalley"

Her:"anytime.Goodnightlove"

Me:"nightsis"

Whatkindamotherdoesn'tknowwhattonameher

ownbabies?
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Ntandocalledtocheckuponme,thenIslept

throughoutthenight.

Wokeupthefollowingmorning,fedmybabiesand

thenwenttobaththem.NtandocalledwhileIwas

dressinghisbabies

Me:"Ntabeni"

Him:"Mrs,I'mabouttoleavethehouseisthere

anythingyouwant"?



Me:"erh...celauyeekhayacallEveayokuvulelaand

bringmeleggings"

Him:"yhouEveyityhin'iphican'tIjustbuythem"?

Me:"ifyouwanna"

Him:"kay,anythingtoeat"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,anythingwithouttoomuchfat"

Him:"alright,seeyoujustnow"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandputthembacktosleep,thatHAlady

walkedinandmademefillinsomeformstomake

certificatesthensheleft.IwantedNtandotocome

alreadycozIwantedtogoandbathbutIdidn't

wannaleavemybabiesallalone.Ilaynexttothem

finallyhavingnamedthemandIadmiredtheircute

littlefaces,ourdoctorwalkedinsmiling

Doc:"MissSmith,howareyoutoday"?

Me:"allwillbegoodifIcouldgohomedoc"



Doc:"justwaitforthebirthdaycertificatesthenI'll

dischargeyou"

Me:"ohThankyousomuch"

Doc:"you'rewelcome,takecareofthesecuties"

Ijustsmiled,shedidherchecksthoroughlythenleft

justasNtandowalkedinandcametokisshis

babiesthentriedtokissmylipsIgavehimmycheek

IknowthatupsethimbutIwasn'ttrynaupsethim,it

justhappened.

Him:"yourfood"

Me:"thanks"

Itookthefood,putitontopofthelockerhegaveme

anotherpacketfromwhichIremovedmynew

leggings,hehadboughttwosoIputitasidethenI

wenttobathleavinghimwithhiskids.Ireturnedand

sawanenvelopeinhishands



Me:"what'sthat"?

Hegavemetheenvelope,Iopeneditandsawthe

certificates

Him:"nicenames"

Me:"thanks"

Wejustsatinthissilence.Awkwardsilencethatis.

Him:"S'bongile"?

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"whatisitthatImustdotobeforgivenbyyou"?

Me:"whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Him:"youknowverywellwhatI'mtalkingabout,you

don'tengageorcommunicateanymore.That'snot

you"

Me:"butsiyathethangoku"

Him:"onlybecauseIspokefirst"



Me:"okayIforgiveyou,canwemoveonnow"?

Him:"yousee"?

Me:"HaikeIdon'tknowwhatyouwantfromme"

Him:"Iwannaknowhowyoufeeling,talktome.Don't

justthrowmewithforgiveness"

Ijustshookmyheadandstartedpacking,thedoctor

didsayI'mgoinghomerightafterIhavereceivedthe

certssoakhontondiyihleleleyoapha.

Him:"Nalique"

Istoppedandlookedathim..

Me:"wouldyoustillbehereifIwasn'tpregnant"?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"you'vealwaystoldmehowmuchyouloveme

butyouractionswillspeaksomethingelse,which

makesmewonderifyoureallylovemeoryou'restill



stickingaroundbecauseofthis,thesechildrenthat

wemade"

Him:"S'bongileIloveyou,IamwithyoubecauseI

loveyou.Itwasneveraboutthepregnancyfromthe

begining"

Me:"ifyousayso"

Him:"whatdoesthatmeankengok"?

Thedoctorwalkedinwithmydischargepapers,I

signedsaphathaone-oneandhealsotookthebag

saphuma,gotinhiscarthenwedroveinsilencefora

whileuntilhespokeup

Him:"whereamItakingyou"?

Me:"home"

Him:"howwillyoumanagealonewithtwinsuqala

nobanabantwana"?

Me:"Idon'tknowokay,Idon'tknow.Ifyouknew

betterthenwhyaskmeinthefirstplace"?



Him:"mxm"

Me:"mxmyourself"

Helookedatmethroughtherearmirrowwaqhuba

imotowayondibekaekhayathenhehelpedmeinside

withmythings.UpstairsImadethebedthenturned

ontheheaterokondthule

Him:"ifthere'snothingelsendiyahamba"

Me:"sizozithenganiniizintozabantwana"?

Him:"writedownwhatyouneedI'llbringemksasa"

Me:"amIstillgettingahelper"?

Him:"weneverreallyconcludedonthatremember"?

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"I'lldosomeresearchthenwe'llconductan

interviewofthetop3"

Me:"kay...thanks"

Him:"night"



Me:"night"

Heleft,afterIheardhiscarleaveIwenttolockup.

NdabuyandazamaulalabutIcouldn'tcozthekids

suddenlycouldn'tsleep,theywerecryingnonstop

andIdidn'tknowwhattodoanymore.Aftertwoand

ahalfhoursNtandocalledandbynowIwasalso

crying

Me:"e'low"

Him:"areyoucrying?Kuthenabantwanabelila"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,theydon'twannasleep"

Him:"buttheywereasleepwhenIleftnje"

Ndathulamna,bendinesingqalacryingsilently.

Him:"doyouwantmetocomeover"?



Idon'tknow.Dothesebabieshatemealready?Why

bezokhalakangakaxabehlelinamqha?
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Hewaitedforananswer

Me:"ifyoudon'tmindndcelauzos'thatha"

Him:"uyay'bonalentobendiy'thetha"

Ndathulaandjustwenttoopenthegateforhim,he

hungupwithahiss.Itookonebabyandbreasfed

himbutwakhalastill,eventhoughhewassuckling.I

fedtheotherngesarinjithatwegotfromthe

hospital,IheardNtandodrivinginandinafew

minuteslaterIheardhisfootstepsthenwangena

andtookthebabyonthebedwamthuthuzela.When

hewasquietIgavehimthesecondonethenI

packedmythings,theyonlyhadtwopairsofrompas

sinceIhadboughtasetoftwozikwispecialkwa

EarthChild,plustheothervests,socksandbeanies



thatmyfamboughtforthemwhentheywenttovisit.

Ndapakishakenezintozabozothambisa

abazthengelwanguEve,bythetimeIwasdone

packingbekuthenkcweengathakhobantwana

kulendlu

Me:"wecango"

Him:"everythingpacked"?

Me:"yeah"

HepickedupUbabalo(Favour/Grace)andtookmy

bag,ItookUvelile(Hehasappeared)andtheirbag

sinceitwassmallerandlessheavier.Ilockedthe

housesahambasayakwaNtandondafikamna

ndayobekaumtanaebedroomthenItookoutthe

listofmedsthatKerigaveme,apparentlyyouhadto

havethemjustincaseandtherewassomecamphor

ihadtomixwiththeirVaseline,kwatshoumamaka

Ntandokekuleyo.Irestructuredthelistandincluded

everythingIthoughttheywouldneed.



AfterebekeumtanahecametothecomputerdeskI

wasbusyon

Him:"andphekangakeapha,awlambanga"?

Me:"nondigrandthanks"

Hewenttobedndashiyekamnandibusy

constructingthislist,whenIwasdoneIwentto

makemyselfrooibosteaandsatdownelounge.I

musthaveblackedouttherecozndothuswangu

Ntandowakingmeup,umtanaelilaIjustlookedat

himandwenttoputthecupekitchenthencame

back

Him:"uleleonthecouch?Doyouknowwhattimeit

is"?

Me:"ImusthavedozedoffNtandoI'msorryokay"

Him:"yeahwhatever,inancancisaumtana"



Ilookedatmyhands,theyweresuddenlyfidgety,like

Iwasnervous.

Him:"S'bongileinaumtanaufunauncanca"

ItriedtotakethechildbutIcouldn't,myhands

suddenlyweakened...thebabyalmostfelldown

Ntandowamgangaandlookedatmewithamixture

ofanger,disappointmentandconfusionthenhetook

thebabybackupstairs.Ndehlangodonga,myhands

werequiveringlikecrazyandthenIwassuddenly

emotional...Icriedmyheartout,wabuyaandknelt

downinfrontofmehuggingmeuntilIhadnomore

tears.ThenIgotupandsatonthecouchhugging

myknees

Him:"what'sgoingonwitchu"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"uphantsewamwisaumtanaS'bongilekodwa

youdon'tknow?Ifthisoneofyourstuntsyoubetter



stopnow"

Me:"theyhatemeokay,thosebabieshateme

Ntando"

Helookedatme,Iknewifhehadthegutshe'dklap

thehelloutamybrains.

Him:"uphambeneS'bongile"?

Ijustlookedatmytoenails

Him:"theyarewhat?Aweekold?Ifnotless,howin

theworldisitpossibleforthemtohateyou"?

Me:"explainwhybekhalaxabekumbathulekuwe?

Can'tyouseethattheydon'tlikeme"?

Hetookadeepbreath...

Him:"lookatme...babylookatme"

Iliftedmywet,redeyessajongana



Him:"yourbabiesdon'tonlyloveyoutheyneed

you,youhearme"?

Ijustlookedathim

Him:"letsgoupstairs,you'llseewhatI'mtalking

about"

Ireluctantywalkedinfrontofhimaswewent

up,whenwereachedthebedroomIsatdownand

lookedattheirinnocentlittlefacesbutsomehowI

feltlikeIwasn'tgoodenoughforthem.Icouldn't

reallyexplainthesesurfacingstrangefeelingsbutI

kindafeltrejected,Ntandobeingdidn'tcountonebit.

Hesatdownandadmiredthemthenlookedme

Him:"talktome,whatisgoingoninyourmindright

now"?

IfonlyIcouldexplainit,notsolongagoIwasover

themoonwhenIlookedatthem,whatchanged?



When?Andwhy?

Ijustgotupandwenttoshower,bekusilealready.I

tookawholehourthenndaphuma

Him:"Ineedtogoandbuythesethings,willyoube

okay"?

Me:"yeahyoucango"

Hekissedthemthencametokissmylipsandleft.I

wasleftaloneagainnabantwana,IprayedtoGod

bangavukicozIhatedhavingtoshushthemand

theyjustdon'tcooperateyetNtandoonlyputsthem

onhischestbathule.Whatwaswrongwithmyown

chestdan?Speakingofchest,myboobsweresooo

painfulandthenursetoldmethatonlyhappens

whentheyarefull:/nowihadtobreastfeed?I

wasn'tgonnawakethesebabiesupengekhou

Ntandomna.Tu.
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Itsliketheyheardmyprayers,anhourpassedbelele

soIjustlaynexttothemjustwatchingthem.I

fearedfallingasleepwhatifIwakeupandtheyare

gone?WhatifIsleepthroughandnotherethemcry?

Iwasinthisdarkplaceofnotunderstandingmyself

atall.Ntandocameinexhabashile

Him:"didtheywakeup"?

Me:"ha.a"

Him:"okay,Imadesomegroceries,letsgohave

breakfastthenwe'llbaththekids"

Me:"I'mnothungryandyoucanbaththem,I'llmixthe

waterforyou"

Hedidn'tanswermebutheundressedhissons,he

gotupandwenttomixwaterintheirnewbathtub

thenImixedtheirbathingfoamjustalittlethenI

watchedhimbaththeFirstone,thenthesecondone.

Idetachedtagsfromtheirclothesashelotioned



them

Him:"comehere"

Me:"babyplease"

Him:"justcomecloser"

Isteppedclosertothem

Him:"puthisnappyon"

Me:"he'sgonnacrynje,pleasejustdoityourself"

Him:"you'rehismother,theirmother.Theyneedtheir

mothertonurturethemndiyak'celaKhwaloplease"

Itookthenappyndanxibisaowokuqala,hedidn'tcry

butIdid.ThenImovedontothesecondone,I'msure

myhandswerecoldishcozheflinchedafewtimes

whileIworehimthenappythenjustasIfinishedhe

startedcryingndamyeka.Ntandopulledmyarm



ndaphindandamthathaandactuallytookhimtomy

chestwancanca.Iwashavingshortnessofbreaths

butIdidn'twannasayanything,justincasehe

doesn'tbelieveme.I'vealwaysfearedrejection.And

uphoxwawasnotonthecards.WhenIthoughthe

wasfullIremovedhim,puthimtobedandwentto

cleanmyselfupndachithaamanziandcleanedup

theroom,whenNtandogotboredofwatchingmehe

wenttomakebreakfastforhimself

....

Threeweekslater,mybehaviourhadescalatedfrom

badtoworse.Ihadeatingandsleeping

disorders,Ntandohadtocancelanythingand

everythingthathehadlinedupcozhetoowas

confusedbymybehaviouruntilonedayhedecided

totakemetothedoctortohavemecheckedout.

WellIdidn'tknowweweregoingtothedoctoruntil

weparkedoutside.

Me:"whatarewedoinghere"?

Him:"ndizisewena"



Me:"uzisemna?Youknowyoucouldhavejustasked

meinsteadofthisambush"

Him:"Idon'twannafight,I'mjusttrynafindoutwhat's

wrongwitchuokay?Nowpleaseletsgoinside"

Wegotoutandwalkedside-by-sideintothedoctors

office.Ntandohadachatwiththedoctoraboutme

thenallquestionswerereferredtome.

Doc:"tellmehowareyoufeelingrightnow"

Me:"overwhelmed"

Doc:"okay,howdoyoufeelwhenyouseeyournew

borns"

Me:"canwepleasenotgothere"

Doc:"andwhy'sthat"?

Itookadeepbreathandclosedmyeyes,trynastop

thetearsthreateningmyeyeswithsuchhighforce



Doc:"MsSmith"

Me:"I...they...babeThisishard"

Doc:"takeyourtime"

Idrankhalfglassofwater

Me:"sometimesIfeelliketheworldisslowlyturning

onme.Thekids,Iuhm,wedon'tconnect,theylove

himmorethanmesoitsmucheasierwhenandifhe

spendshistimewiththem.I'mincompetentokay,I

wanttoholdthem,butmyarmswon'tletme.Iwanna

lovethemliketheyshouldbeloved,butthereseems

tobeabarrierbetweenmeandthem.Idon't

know,maybeIwasn'tcutoutforthis,I'mreallysorry

NtandoIknowhowbadyouwantthisbut...Ican't.I'm

sorry"

Sheaskedmeevenmorequestions,Iendedupbeing

tooemotionalAndthenthedoctormadethe

diagnosis



Doc:"MrNtabeni,I'mafraidthatMsSmithhas

PostpartumDepression"

Welookedateachother,soformethiswasashock

butNtandoseemedtobeconfirmingwhathe

alreadyknewormaybesuspected.

Me:"what'sthat?Whatcausesit"?

Doc:"itaformofdepressionthatnewmothersoften

get,attimesitcanbecausedbyhavingmiscarried

before,astill-birthornormalyetunsuspectedstress

causedbyfinances,familyandsoforth"

Me:"oh"

Him:"sonowthatwenowwhat'swrong,what'snext"?

Doc:"IwouldadviseMsSmithtosurroundherself

withpeoplewholoveandcareforher,thatwillhelp

asemotionalsupportandhelphergenerallywith

everythingsothatshedoesn'tfeellikeshehastodo

alltheworkaloneandmostimportantly,talk.Find

someonetotalkto"



Me:"thatsatoughone"

Doc:"whydoyousayso"?

Me:"allthepeopleinmylifehavetheirownlives,I'll

justhavetobeatthisonmyownasusual"

Doc:"canyouelaborate"?

Ijustlookedoutsidethewindow

Him:"sheuhm,shelosthermotherdoingthesixth

grade,gotadoptedandlatergotpregnant,was

almostburntdownwithahousethenshe

miscarried"

Doc:"where'sherfamily?Sistersorbrothers"?

Him:"shealwayshadtheadoptivefamily,thosefolks

passedontoobutoneofheradoptivebrothersis

married,oneisinCT,onesisterismarriedtheotheris

withherboyfriendhere"

Doc:"father"?

Him:"hejustresurfaced,wasinprisonforallofher



lifeandshehasn'treallyspokentohimorrather

reconciledwithhim..longstory"

Doc:"Isee"

Thedoctorscribbledonhernotepad

Doc:"MsSmith"

Me:"doctor"

Doc:"I'mgonnareferyoutoapsychologist,doctor

Banganiforsomecounsellingsessions"

IlookedatNtandoanxiously

Me:"Iwon'thavetime"

Him:"docisitpossiblethatyoucouldreferustoa

doctorinPE?She'llbestayingthereinamonth's

time"

Doc:"alrightlemmecheckafewthatIknowthenI'll

emailyouthedetails"

Him:"thankyousomuchdoc"



Shesmiledathim,nowaitIthinksheblushedathim

:/isthatflirting?Sheaintgotnoshame!Thedrive

homewasasilentone,evenofikakwethuphaIjust

sataloneinmyowncouch,heputhiskidsontheir

miniwoodencotthenwentupstairsandcameback

withacoupleofpaperwork

Him:"mamakhe"?

Isnappedoutandlookedathim

Him:"canyouhelpmewithtypingthese?Ifyoudon't

mind"

Me:"sure,izanechargeryelaptopyakho"

Him:"nantsi"

Sincewhendoeshecomeprepared?Ismiledand

tookeverythingthenIgotbusy.HeknowsIlove



snackingwhenI'mbusysoIwasn'tsurprisedtosee

atrayoffoodnexttome,justsnacksandfinger

foodswithaglassofwaterandajuicejuginfrontof

me.BeforeIknewitthetraythatwasoncefilledwas

nowempty,thenIrealizedthatthiswashisplanin

thefirstplace...togetmetoeat.Wellitworked.

WhenIwasdoneIwentupstairsndafikaelelewith

hissons.Ijustlookedatthemandputhisthingson

thecomputerdeskndaphindandaphuma.

Ihadtogobacktoschool,catchuponacoupleof

modulessondaqalandambuzacozIdidn'twanna

inconveniencehim

Me:"baby"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"ubuyelaninieKapa"?

Him:"ndizoyabeforeuyeeBhayi,whyubuza"?

Me:"thingis,Ineedtoreturntoclass"



Him:"mmkay,letsdotheseinterviewsngomsothen

we'llseethewayforward"

Me:"Ihope...mxmnevermind"

Him:"youhope"?

Me:"noforgetit..."

Helookedatme,okaynowIjustblurteditout.

Me:"Iunderstandthatyou'reherebecauseyouwant

to,IjusthopeI'mnotinconveniencingyouoramnot

toomuchofaburden"

Him:"where'sthiscomingfrom"?

Me:"Icanseehowthisistakingastrainonyou,andI

knowthatyouhavebusinessestorun.WhatI'm

trynasayis,I'llunderstandifudiniweandmaybeyou

wannagooutandhavesomefreshair.Maybeeven

gotoVinceg,njejusttobreath"

Heexhaledandlookedathishandsthenat

me,damnit,seeinghisface...yhohayshame



umtwanawomyumfazi

Him:"IunderstandyouandthanksbutI'mfinewith

youguyshere,Igetbusinessreportseveryevening

sodon'tworryyourselfaboutit.Whatyoucandofor

meistocook,ndagqibelakdalautyaukutyakwakho"

Me:"Icandothat"

Him:"thatsall,don'tforgetngomsosenzaezi

interviewsneehelpersneh"

Me:"enkosibabe,justforbeinghere"

Hegotupandcametokissme,foronceIallowed

himto,Ilethim.Hethenlookedatmeandsmiled,but

Iguessitwasstilltooearlytosaythatsprogress.
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WellIwenttocookforhim,weateandwenttochill

withhissons.



Me:"haveyoutoldyourmom,aboutme"?

Him:"no,akhoneedbutshewannaseeabantwana"

Me:"theycancometoPEayongxakileyo"

Him:"usure"?

Me:"I'msure,eventhekidswillenjoytimewiththeir

bloodrelativemorethanthehelper"

Him:"ndizomxelelakebangeChristmasbaya

eBhayi"

Me:"cool"

....

Followingdaywehadinterviewswiththreebeautiful

women.WhenIsawthefirstoneIknewnjebashe's

nottheone.Whocomestoaninterviewwith

excessivemakeup?Revealingclothes?Hay

mtrinity,shewasoutevenbeforeshecouldsitfor

theinterviewkum.OutofthethreeIonlyliked

one,Ntandolikedtwosonowwehadtodeliberateon

whowe'recallingforassessment



Him:"soIhaveKatlehoandSisFatima"

Me:"IhavesisFatimaonly"

Him:"really?DidyoucheckKatleho'sCV"?

Me:"Idid,butI'mstillvouchingforSisFatima"

Him:"okay,tellmewhyyouthinkshe'dbemore

suitableforthisjob"?

Me:"okayfirstlyngumXhosalosisi,she'solderand

experiencedcozunabantwanaabathathu.She'sgot

goodreferancesandlastly,Iwon'tbeatwork

wonderingwhattrickshe'scookingtolureyouinto

herweb,whenyou'vecometovisit"

Him:"ooh"

Andthenhelaughedatme,Iputonaseriouspout.

Seriously.Theseyounstersaretroublesome.

Him:"okaywe'llcallsisFatsthen"

Me:"good"



WecalledsisFatimathefollowingdaythenNtando

interviewedhereyedwa,Iinterviewedherndedwatoo

andwhentheinterviewwasoverIrememberedone

morequestion

Me:"wouldyouhaveaproblemrelocating"?

Her:"noma'am,myyoungestchildisingrade11so

thatwouldn'tbeaproblem"

Me:"whowouldyouleavethechildwith"?

Her:"Ilivewiththelasttwo,thefirstbornismarried

soIlivewiththetwo.Don'tworrytheycantakecare

ofeachotheraslongasIsendthemmoneyandsee

themonceinawhile"

Me:"alrightthankyousis,plsawaitourcallneh"

Her:"thankyou"

SowecalledFatimaandshestartedforthatonelast

weekthenwhenwemovedtoPEamonthearlier,she

wasalreadyfamiliarwithmeandNtando.Igotthe

referrancefromthedoctorforthecounselling



sessions,thatwasanotherreasonwhyImoveda

monthearliersoIcouldfamiliarizemyselfwiththe

area.Ntandomadearrangementsformycartobe

transportedtoPEaswell,Idon'twannalieIwas

positiveaboutallofthiscozformethiswasanew

start.Anewbeginingforme,us.Ntandospentthe

firsttwoweekswithusthenhehadtoflydownto

CTandsomehowthetherapysessions,relyingon

someoneforhelpandexpressingmyselfwere

helpingcoznowIhadandcouldspendtimewithmy

sonswithouttheanxietyorpanic.Thisholiday

housewasmassive,justabovethebeach.Icould

walkatthebackyardandseepeopleonthe

beach,feeltherefreshingseabreeze.Sosocalled

ndityisaabantabam...

Me:"tasoso"?

Him:"bheyibhi,unjani"?

Me:"ndigrandlovewena"

Him:"ndisharp,ndiyezakengomsoplsdon'tgo

anywhere"



Me:"ooohkanene...uphingoku"?

Him:"ndsendlinieMonti"

Me:"wellthatseasy,I'minPEsoI'lltextyouthe

addressuzestraightapha"

Him:"PE?Uhlalakhonaoryou'reonanearlyholiday"?

Me:"ndizohlala,IgotaninternshipkwaScorpionso

I'mstartingworknextmonth"

Him:"ohwowcongratulations,howdoestaBeastfeel

aboutitthough"

Me:"yintwanayamestrongoleyanaSoso,he

understandsandisverysupportive"

Him:"i'mglad,okayketextmetheaddressI'llbe

there"

Me:"sharpsani"

AfterhangingupIreturnedtomybabiesandjust

watchedem,thejoyinmyheartjustbylookingat

them.Mademewonderwhatthehellwasgoingon

withmeearlier?AtleastIgotbacktomymindon



time,IrealizedhowmuchI'mblessedthough.

BlessedtohavethethingsIhave,thepeopleIhavein

lifeandtheopportunitiesthatpresentthemselves.

Ntandocalled...

Me:"babe"?

Him:"hey,unjani"?

Me:"I'mokay,wena"?

Him:"I'mgood,I'mjustcheckingupony'allbaryt

abantwana"?

Me:"yeahsigrandntwana"

Him:"usure?IssisFatshelpingoutkak'hle"

Me:"she'sfineNtando"

Him:"okayke,Iuhm...I'mgoingtoCanadakle

weekenduzobaright"?

Me:"doyouhaveto"?

Him:"ewebabe,andizohlalaI'msurebythetimeyou

startatworkI'llbebackalready"



Me:"kayke"

Him:"you'renotupsetnowareyou"

Me:"noI'mcool,godoyourthing"

Him:"Iloveyouokay,I'llcomebacktomybabiesvery

soon"

Me:"weloveyouevenmore,goodluck"

Him:"sharp"

NowImissedhimevenmorenowthatIknowIwon't

seehimanytimesoon.Thefollowingafternoon,me

andmykidswejustnappingwhenFatimacameinto

thenurserywithSosoband'vusa

Her:"S'bongile,youhaveavisitor"

Istoppedherfromcallingmemadam-_-undenza

mdala.Thoughshamesometimesshe'drathercall

memamawetwins:)IlookedupandsawLwandiso

ndahlekaandwokeup



Me:"eyyou,enkosisisindcelausenzeleiisnacks

torhwana"

Soso:"withalotofmeatplease"

Her:"okaybhuti,anythingelse"?

Me:"noenkosi"

Sheturnedandwalkedout,sosoandIhuggedthen

hetookonebabyashesatdownonthebeanbag

Him:"theyaresocute,thishouseishuge.Heh

ntombi,wamtyisantoniutaBeast"?

Me:"Idon'tknowheybutitsworkingwhateveritis"

Him:"soisthisyours"?

Me:"yeah,heboughtitduringthatfirstpregnancy"

Him:"oohIremember,sowho'sthisandwho'sthat

one"

Me:"that'sUvelileandthisoneisUbabalo"



Him:"IwasafraidtheremightbeaNtandoJunior1

andJunior2"

Me:"haysozetchini,there'salreadyanOwentando

kalok"

Him:"lamtanakaChumakanene...abasebahleman

Tee.UmakaLaauvengabanbayougavebirth"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,maybesheguessed.Whatdidshe

say"?

Him:"sheaskedbabazintoniabantwanabakho,told

herIdon'tknowshesaidshe'llcallyou"

Me:"shehasn't"

Him:"umalume"?

Me:"whatabouthim"?

Him:"he'sinJoburg,apparentlyuyobonawena.Iwas

surprisedwhenyousaidyou'rehere"

Me:"ifhewasserioushewould'vecalled,orGudda

toldhimbandiphi"

Hetookhisbagandretractedagoldenmedium



sizedbox.Wandinika

Me:"andthis"?

Him:"giftformysons"

Me:"youdidn'thavetoSoso.Butthankyou"

Him:"awsathandiubamodestmfazi"

Ismiledandopenedtheboxtotwobeautifulpaisof

JordanAirkicks

Him:"they'llprobablywearthemwhenthey'reayear

orso"

Me:"they'recute,enkosiTitus"

Hejustsmiled.

ItsveryweirdhavingaquietSoso,stru.Todayas

muchasIknewhewasinaweofthesebabier,itfelt

weirdthathe'snotbeingdramaticaboutanything.



HespenttheweektherethenheflewbacktoCT

mnandayakwiinductiononthefirstof

November,mycararrivedonthesecond,Ntando

camebackonthefourthandIwasatworkalready

soufikendingekho.OnmylunchIcalledsisFats

justtocheckonmysonsthenshetoldmeshewent

todepositmoneyforherkids,abambashyekenotata

wabosoIcalledNtando

Thephonerangalone,nooneansweredsoIcalled

hissecondandthirdphonenixuphendulwa.I

panicked,Itriedhimagainsamestoryndancamaand

calledFatsagainandtoldhertocallmeagainwhen

she'sathomesincendingamfumaniuNtando.Naye

shenevercalledmebackyadeyaphelanelunch

yam...marawhyubabyengand'founeliwhenhegets

themissedcallnotifications?
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Iworkedandfinishedmyduesndagqibaandthen

headedhome,onthewayIsawtextkaNtandobut



thetrafficwastoomuchIcouldn'treadituntilI

droveintomygarage.Themessageonlysaidthey

weresleepingwhenIcalledakhontobendizoyenza

aboutitnowcozIwasherenow,Itookmybags

(handbagandlaptopbag)andphonesthenIwalked

intomyhouse,Ntandowaslyingontheloungefloor

withhissonsonpillowsnexttohim

Him:"wangen'umadam"

Me:"hey"

Ikneltdownandkissedallthreeofem,gotupand

wenttoshowerandchangeintocomfortable

clothes..Iwantedtocookformyman.Aftergetting

comfortableIwenttothekitchenfikausisFats

ezaw'misaiimbiza

Me:"hisisi,don'tworryaboutdinner,I'lltakecareofit"

Her:"okayndzozphakelafromtheleftoverskemna"

Me:"I'llmakeenoughforallofusdon'tworry"



Her:"nonodon'tworrysisindizobaright,andIneedto

gotobedkwaearlyxasend'fumenenechance"

Me:"okayke"

Istartedcooking,shewarmedherleftoversandleft

forherflat.Ntandowalkedinandcamebehind

me...howImissedthosearmsGod!

Him:"mntuwam"

Henibbledonmyear

Me:"mmh"

Him:"doyouknowhowmuchImissedyou"?

Me:"nope"

Him:"thismuch..."

Inaflashheflungmearoundandkissedmefullon

thelipsatthesametimeliftedmeupsomylegs

swungandcurledaroundhiswaistjustasheputme

onthekitchencounter



Me:"babythepotsaregonnagetburnt"

Him:"turnemoff"

Me:"sisFatswillwalkinhere"

Him:"mmh.hmbaby"

WecontinuedkissinguntilIstoppedhimagain

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"khand'jonge"

Hedid,yhouNtandoebeqobeke!Hewaslikeapuppy

Me:"wehaveenoughtimeforthis"

Him:"butIwantyounowbaby"

Me:"baby"

ThankGodoneofhissonscried,helookedatmein



disappointmentthenleft.Ifeltguiltybutcontinued

cookinganyway,Iwasn'tsureifIwantedtohavesex

justyetcozithadonlybeenthreemonthssinceI

gavebirthsoIwasonlygonnadoitbecause

bend'cingelauNtandoandIwashopinghe'llbeas

gentleashe'sbecomelately.AftercookingIwentto

changeintolingerieandasatingownthenIdished

up,hewenttobathabantwanabakheandcameback

whileIwasdoingthefinishingtouchesonour

privatedinner,IfelthispresencesoIturnedandsaw

him

Me:"youcancomein"

Hewalkedinandsatdown,amused

Me:"dinnerisserved"

Him:"smellsdivine..."

Weateandhadalightchat,witheverylaughImade



sureIshowedmoreskinmovingnowandthenso

myboobspeekatthosemovesandIknewverywell

henoticedandhewasenjoyingthegoodshow.

Him:"thankyou,IthinkIshouldgoawaymoreoften

mosifI'llgetthiswelcoming"

Me:"notsofast,westillhavetimefordessert"

Isawthecheesiestsmilecreepatthecornerofhis

lipsasIcollectedthedishesbacktothekitchenand

lockedthehousethenIreturnedtohimempty

handed

Him:"Ithoughtyoumentioneddessert"

Me:"IthinkIdidtoo..."

Him:"youthink"?

Iremovedthegownandtosseditontotheother

chairs



Me:"thoughtthisisyourkindadessertntwanayam"

Hegotupandcametotouchmyskin,smellingway

differentthanitwasearlierinthekitchen.Hekissed

andbititslowly

Him:"newperfume"?

Me:"youlike"?

Him:"mmmh"

Hekissedmeslowlyandseductively,slowlystripping

mylingerieoff.

Me:"lets...go..aaah!Upstairs"

Him:"hm.mh...ssshh"

SoIshutupandenjoyedtheride,hetookmeto



placesI'vebeenafraidtoreach,wedidthingsinthat

diningroom...thingsthatIknewwouldhauntme

eventhefollowingday.Helaterliftedmeupand

carriedmeupstairswherewecontinuedwiththe

moresensualsideofthings.Ithadbeenalongtime

sinceIlaymyheadonhischestandfeltsodamn

good

Me:"baby"

Him:"hm"

Me:"I'mgonnaneedthemorning-afterpill"

Him:"ohshit!Awngeningomso"?

Me:"ha.adayoff"

Him:"okay,I'llgetitksasa"

Me:"mmh"

Iclosedmyeyesanddozedoff,onlywokeupwhenI

heardoneofmysonsmakinglilcries.Ifedand

changedhisdiaperthenIrockedhimtosleep,just



afterIputhimtobedmyphonerangIlookedatthe

callerndanovalo,whywouldGuddacallmethistime

ofthenight?

Me:"hi"

Him:"TeeukuweutaBeast"?

Me:"ewewhydoyouask"?

Him:"look,domeafavourandkeephimindoorsuntil

Icallyouagain"

Me:"whatsgoingon?Andulelelomtuakazoya

ndawoanywaynow"

Him:"I'mtalkingabouttomorrow,Ihavetogo.Later"

Okay.

Igotinbedandjustwatchedhimsleep,whathashe

donenow?Myfearwasthathe'dalreadysteppedon

someonestoeskweliBhayi,ndiyamazuNtando.He

couldhaveeasilyjustterrorizedsomeoneinhis

territorygqibaazoactorinnocentaphendlini.



ThatmorningIwokeupwhilehewasstillsleeping

andwenttogetthepill,returnedhomendafika

xezophumawothuka

Him:"uvelaphi"?

Me:"chemist,uyaphi"?

Heshookhisheadandwalkedbackinside.

Me:"haveyoueaten"?

Him:"ha.asisFatsusavasaabantwana"

Me:"mmh"

Iwenttothekitchenandcookedoatmealndamnika

andthenIwenttocheckonmybabiesndafika

bencanciswaiibottleszabondabayekacoz

bebezolalaafterthat,Iatemyownbreakfaststill

wonderingwhatreallyisgoingon



Him:"everythingokay"?

Me:"yeah,whyubuza"?

Him:"you'reawfullyquiet,hopeitsnotaboutlast

night"

Me:"lastnightwasgreatbabe"

Him:"thenwhat'sgotyoulikethis"?

Me:"Ilikehavingyouaround,justthatwheneverIget

usedtothatideauveleuhambe"

Him:"oh...butyoudoknowthatIloveyouandIthink

aboutyouallthetimeevenifandikholaphawithyou

guys"

Me:"itsaboutlove,itsaboutmakingtime.Availabilty"

Him:"I'mherenow"

Me:"yeah..sowhatarewedoingtoday"?

Him:"there'ssomeoneI'msupposedtomeetkwa

ZakhelebutafterthatI'llbeallyours"

Me:"ndcelaungayi"



Him:"huh"?

Me:"plsdon'tgo,callthatsomeoneandcancelor

reschedule"

Hestoppedeatingandlookedatmeinsilence...

Him:"why"?

Me:"please,youknowverywellIneversayanything

kwintozakhobuttodayI'mbeggingyoutonotgo"

Wakhewathula,hewenttothekitchenwabuya

Him:"wellIguessIcanspendthedaywithyall"

Me:"thankyou"

NowthatImanagedtogethimtostayIhadtofigure

outawayofkeepinghimhere,Idon'ttake

instructionslightlyespeciallyfrompeople



Gudda,RangerandMarccoztheyarehisfrontmen

andtheyknowIdon'tlikebeingorderedaroundso

themostconvenientwaytogetmetolistenistonot

givemedetails,leavemewonderingandthatalone

makesmenervouslyanxious.
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Wejustchilledinsideandenjoyedeachothers

companyuntillate.HeofferedtocookdinnersoI

tookamomentandchilledwithmysonsndimane

ndiyomjonga.AsmuchasIenjoyedhavinghim

around,IkindapanickedwhenGuddadidn'tcallcozI

wascuriouswhatsgoingon.RightthenIrecieveda

callfrommybigbro

Me:"Polo"

Helaughed

Him:"heyyou,isBeaststillwithyou"?

Me:"yep,sup"?

Him:"noI'mjustmakingsure,can'treallytalknow.



Later"

Me:"wait"!

Him:"huh"?

Me:"whereareyou"?

Him:"amhereinPEbutIreallyhavetogookay"

Hehunguponme,Iputmyphoneawayjustasbae

camewithdinner,somethingwasupandIhopedthat

theyweren'tdoinganythingcrazythatcouldbackfire

ortheyweren'tgangingupagainsthim,Ithinkhe

wouldhavementionedthatmybrotherwasaround

butthenagainhedidn'tevenmentionthathe'sback.

Whichallgoesbacktomyfirstinstinctthatikhona

intoayenzileyoorsomeoneisafterhim...

Me:"thatwasfast"

Him:"andinguwemna,andevenifIhavetosayso

myself,ittastesevenbetterthanitlooks"

Heee,Itasted.



Hewasright,ittasteddivine.WeatesancokolathenI

wenttowashthedisheswhilehewentbathhissons

andputthemtosleep,Iwenttohelphimthenwe

wenttobedandjustlaythere...

Him:"whatareyourlongtermgoals"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"longtermgoals"

Me:"Idon'tknow,why?Whatareyours"?

Him:"soyoumeantosayyoudon'tknowwhatyour

aspirationsare"

Me:"IguessIjustneverputmuchthoughtintoit"

Him:"wellIwannaopenatrustaccountforallmy

children,bangasokoliwhenI'mnolongerhere"

Me:"thatsagoodidea"

Him:"ngxakibabeIdon'twantanyoftheminthis

kindalifethatI'mliving"

Me:"butyoutoocanstillcomeout,itsnottoolate"



Him:"thereareonlytwowaysoutbabe,jailordeath

andIdon'tthinkyouguyswouldsurviveanyof

those"

Me:"tjo"

Thatgotmethinking...

Me:"Ineedyouropiniononsomething"

Him:"okay"

Me:"thisissuethatIhavewithmydad,IfeellikeIwill

befailingmymomifIforgivehim.Butontheother

hand,IthinkIshouldgivehimachance"

Him:"Iwouldsaygivehimachance,youknowhow

faultyIamIhavenogroundstosaygrudgeonhim"

Me:"whythenisitsohard"?

Him:"gobacktohim,askhimeverythingudeuxole

nawethenyou'lllearntoforgivehim"

Me:"ifitweren'tforSoso...Idon'tthinkI'dwant

anythingtodowiththatfamily"



Him:"Sosoisagoodguy,he'sevenbetteringoo

Kuhle"

Me:"betteringwho?Hahaasozebabe"

Him:"nyhanilove,itsbeenagessinceIgotacallfrom

emneedingsaving"

Me:"thatdon'tmeanthey'rebetterbabe,uyamazu

Soso"?

Him:"kodwakebabendiyabazixabesengxakini"

Me:"babydon'tunderestimateLwandiso,hewillget

youinandoutoftroublewithinablinkofaneye"

Him:"haysukalantwana"

Me:"heee,uyawzeuboneonedaywhenwegangup

onyousikubulaleandburyyouunderthebed"

WaphelayintsiniuNtando,akazikwaSosostrubob.

Me:"ontherealnow,Sosoiswellconnectedbabe.I

knowwhatI'mtalkingabout"



Him:"Iwon'tbesurprisedifhe'salwayswithhis

dad,thatmanhasconnectionsinandoutofthe

country"

Me:"heis..."

Ilaymyheadonhisarmsajongana

Him:"you'rebeautifulyouknowthat"?

Me:"Iam"?

Him:"lawei,andyou'resmart,intelligent.I'msuremy

boyswilltakeall'othatfromyou"

Me:"makesyouwonderhowIendedupwithabeast

ofagangstaxakantindismart"

Him:"youcouldn'tresistthebeastcharm,attheend

ofthedayeverybeautyneedsabeast"

Me:"yeahwhatever,masilale"

Him:"itsstillearly,Istillwannalookintothose

sparklingeyes"

Me:"tyhini"!



Him:"andthere'ssomethingI'vebeenmeaningto

askyou"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"tellmethetruth,whydidn'tyouwantmeto

leaveearlier"?Justthenmyphonerang...Gudda

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,yonkintoigrandvha"

Me:"sharp"

Him:"thankyouandgoodnight"

Me:"night"

ThenIshiftedmyattentionbacktohim

Me:"busithinibabe"?

Him:"whowasthat"?

Me:"mybrother"



Him:"ooh,bend'buzawhyungakhangeufune

ndihambetoday"

Me:"ohbend'tshilonjebaIwantedtospendtime

withyouandoursons"

Him:"ha.ababymaan"

Me:"doyoubelievethatIloveyou,likemanyhani"?

Him:"haiboisthatatrickquestion"?

Me:"okaythen,IwantedyouherecozIwasmadeto

believeyou'reinsomesortofdanger"

Him:"madebywhom"?

Me:"mybrothers"

Him:"mmh,butyoushouldhavejusttoldme"

Me:"butuyazazinjelovebaunenkaniwhatifIhad

toldyouandthenufunuhambaandputyourlifein

danger"?

Him:"ndinenkaningok'baby"?

Me:"yhuuuu!!!Don'tletmestartonyou"

Him:"okayokayfine,Igetyou"



Me:"youseenowwhyIgotyouspendingyourentire

daywithus"

Him:"yeahandthankyou,asmuchasIdon'tknow

anythingyet,justforholdingmedown"

Me:"always"

Him:"ndikwenzeleicardlakho,endizok'fakelakulo

yourmonthlyallowance"

Me:"ohthankyou"

Him:"Ithoughtyouwouldprotestyaz"

Me:"hayndiyay'dingakalokngokumtchanaandI

can'tkeeponaskingmybrothersevenworsenow

thatIhaveyourbabies"

Him:"heke!OhIthankGodforthisday,wenawonke?

Uthiuyay'dingaimaliyam"?

Me:"ohcummonNtandofondinwebothknowIneed

thatmoney,I'vejuststartedworkingandmnaimali

nd'zobanayomonthend"

Him:"baby,allIknowisthatItoldyouyoudon'thave

toworkndikhonaI'llsupportyouandthekids"



Me:"enkosingecardNtando,goodnightyho"

Him:"ubalekalentongok?Mk.Goodnightbabe"

.....

MyfirstmonthatScorpionwasjusteasy,wewere

skiviesbutmostlydatacapturersforthefirstthree

monthsthenastimepassedwegotmentorsto

shadeandinthatprocesswasmygraduationback

inJozibutafterthatIjustsettledinPE.Imade

peacewithmydad,metmyothersiblingsnomama

kaGuddaapparentlytheywereareunitedfamilyand

hewasnowstartingalegitbusinesswiththeskills

helearntinjail.EventhoughIhadsortedmyfamily

issues,Istillwantedtowaitandnotrushinto

marriagekwangokuespeciallyafterdadfoundout

I'mwithaGangstakhangeaphindeaberight.Kept

ontellingmeIdeservedbetter,thatIshouldatleast

rethinkthislifechangingdecisionthatI'maboutto

makeasthewifeofagangsta...thatgotNtando

workedupthebadway.Iunderstoodmydad,he

knewwhathewastalkingaboutbutIalsomadehim

understandthatyoucan'tchoosewhomtolove,and

ontopofthatthisniqqahasbeenthereforme.I



don'twannabelievehe'sjustagangstacozkumhe's

myman,mybabydaddy,myfuturehubbyandI

wouldn'tleavehimnowcozIknewwhatIwas

gettingmyselfintofromthebegining.Apparentlyke

uthewondincamawathumaunyanakhetospeakto

mebutkwayenaheknewmyanswerandthenthey

wentbehindmybackbathethanoNtandotellinghim

tobethereforhiskidsinallaspectsbuttoleaveme

alone,Ideservedbetterthanhim.WhenNtando

visitedandtoldmethisIactedcoolinfrontofhim

triedtocalmlytellhimbaphambeneI'mnotgoing

anywhere,theminuteheleftthehouseIcalledGudda

ndivuthangumsindo

Him:"mtase"

Me:"hehAya,nehlelwayintonngokubethuna"?

Him:"utshokanjanngoku"?

Me:"nigrandnotatakho"?

Him:"Beasttoldyou"

Me:"duh!Explaintome,nigrand?Like,manyhanini



sharp"?

Him:"we'rejustlookingoutforyou,weknowhow

dangerousthislifeisandwedon'twantyouto

experiencethat"

Me:"oooh,soitsbetterifyoutellmyfiancétostay

awayfromme?IcansayIexpectedthisfromyour

dad,butyou?Yho"

Him:"Iknowitdoesn'tseemlikethatnowbutIswear

Ijustwannaprotectyou.IknowBeastmorethan

youevercould,mamelamnaS'bongile"

Me:"youknowBeastmorethanIevercould?Heh

mtchanawhoisthisBeastwe'retalkingabout?is

thisthesameguyyou'reworkingfor?Sameguy

who'spayingforyourbrothers'tuitionand

accommodationoverseas?Sameguywho

encouragedyoutogobacktoschool?Sameguyw-"

Him:"okayIgetit!Yho"

Me:"where'syourloyaltyGudda?Leavethefamily

excuseasidecozyou'vealwaysbeenlikethisoko

ndakwazi"



Hewassilent

Me:"exactly.Youtoocanseethatyou'veneverbeen

loyaltohimdespiteeverythingthathe'sdoneforyou

andyourfamily"

Him:"it'snotlikeIdon'tappreciatewhathedoesfor

usS'bongile"

Me:"yousurehaveafunnywayofshowingit,mamela

kendoda:Ntandowasthereformewhennoone

elsewas,whenIwassufferingfromPPDhegaveme

histime,loveandsupportwhenIfeltdefeatedand

out,hedroppedeverythingandstucktomysideuntil

hewassurendigrand.Youandyourdaddon'tgetto

comeoutofnowherenifikesenipredict'amylife

tellingmewhotoandnottolove.Ontopofthat

anindazikwaninabutIguessIshouldappreciate

whatyallaredoing,butcelanindiyekendenze

iimpazamozamandlearnfromem.Plz"

Him:"fairenough"



Me:"andyoubetterrespectmywishes,nobabini"

Ihungup.

Yhini,kuskekwathiningoku?
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Idon'tknowman.Myownlifewassteady,whyon

earthcouldn'tmyfamilyseethat?Mydadcameto

seemeinPEcabakhand'vakaleonthephone,he

wantedtocometothehousebutItoldhimtomeet

meduringmylunchhouremsebenzini.Kwangoku

ndiyakuyeIwasfedupalready,whythesudden

interestinmylife?Hedecidedtobeinprisonallmy

lifenowthathe'sbackhewantstomanup?How?

AnywayImetupwithhim...

Him:"thankyouformeetingme,unjan"?

Me:"I'mgoodunjanwena"

Him:"banjanabantwana"?



Me:"bayakhula"

Okay,sowewereabouttofallintothatsilentpit

whenIdecidedtojustcuttothechase

Me:"Ionlyhaveanhourforlunch,I'dlikeustogo

straighttowhyyou'rehere"

Him:"mntanam,Idon'twantyoutofeellikewe're

predictingyourlifeforyou"

Me:"but"?

Him:"but,Ijustdon'tunderstandhowyoucould

possiblywanttospendtherestofyourlifewitha

hardcoregangsta"

Me:"haveyoueverthoughtmaybeIlovehim"?

Him:"youcouldfindlovewithsomebodyelseso

easily,you'resmartandbeautiful.Itwouldn'tbehard

tofindSomebodyinyourowncalibre,whosharesthe

samevisionforlife,withthesamegoals"

Me:"I'msorrybut,IamjustfinewithNtando"



Him:"mychild,Ineedyoutothinkahead,thinkforthe

future.I'vebeenagangstaallmylifeandIknowall

theimplicationsthatcomealongwiththislife"

Me:"Iunderstandyou,butIhaveaquestionforyou"

Him:"okay"

Me:"haveyouaskedNtandotostoppayingforyour

boystuitionoverseas"?

Him:"no"

Me:"areyouplanningonpayinghimbackallthat

money,includingtheonehegavetoGuddatogo

backtoschoolandhismothertostartabusiness"?

Him:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"youdon'tknow?That'sashock,consideringhow

muchyouhatetheguy"

Him:"hateissuchastrongword,Ijustdon'tlikehim

withyou"

Me:"why"?

Him:"besidesthefactthathe'sdangerous,what

moredoyouwant"?



Me:"IwantyouandGuddatostoptryingtorunmy

lifeforme"

Him:"who'sGudda"?

Me:"yho!AwmazkwauGudda?YoursonAya,Beast's

friendandoneofhistopdogs?That,isGudda"

Him::"he'sstillworkingwithhim"?

Me:"correction,he'sworkingforhim.Speakingof

calibre,Idon'tknowwhatkindismycalibreifNtando

doesn'tcutitwithhisdegreesandPhD'sbutIguess

youknowbetter.AlongwithGudda"

Him:"Idon'ttrusthim,thatsall.Amanlikethat

cannotbetrustedmntanam,youdon'tknowwhen

he'llturnaroundandbecomethebeastonyou"

Me:"amanlikethat?Heee!Youpeople,whyninje

bethuna?Thatmanismyfiancéguys,thefatherto

mychildrenincasewe'reforgettingthosemassive

details"

Him:"Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyouanymore"

Me:"true,you'vesaidenoughandIappreciateitall

butndizocelaonethingfromyouusukelangoku"



Him:"whatisit"?

Me:"canyouletmemakemyownlifemistakes?

Allowmetolearnfromthem?Couldyoudothatfor

me"?

Him:"allIeverwantistoprotectyou,I'msorrybutI

don'tthinkIcanmybaby"

Me:"Ineededyourprotection20,21yearsago,after

that,Igrewup.Ibecameawoman,anaunt,amother,a

fiancé,anemployee...Idon'tthinkuyandivakak'hle"

Wathula,Igotupandtookmyphoneandwallet.

Me:"ifyou'resoeageronprotectingme,pls,takeus

backtowhenIlosttheonlypersonIloved,the

personthatyouruinedandleftalonetofendfor

herself.Findmethenandprotectme.Pls"

Ileftandwentbacktowork.Icouldn'twork,mymind

wasrunningaroundthiswholeissue.Maarwhynow?

WhathasNtandodoneforthemtotreathimkanje?



Whybefunatokillmyhappinessmara?Thetimeto

gohomecamesoquickly,andIhadtogohometoa

mopingNtando.Andaznobahedidn'tbelieveinus

anymoreormaybehethoughtI'dsidewithmydad

overthiscoznayemaanuvelewaweak.Idrove

homefeelingtheexhaustion,parkedandgotinside.

Fatimahadalreadycookeddinnercozndfike

sekunukakamnandi,Ntandowasnotinthelounge

butthekidswere.Ikissedthemandwenttothe

kitchen

Me:"molosisi,uph'utatalapha"?

Her:"ewekesisi,uleleupstairs"

Me:"oh,okay"

IwentupstairsfikauNtandoelelenyhani,Ichanged

thensatnexttohimandwokehimup...hehalf-

openedhiseyesandhalf-smiled.Ikissedhim,Gosh!

I'vebeenthroughalottoknowthathe'sgotme.

Like,left,rightandcenterIknowhegotme.



Him:"whoupsetyou"?

Me:"whosaidI'mupset"?

Hekissedmefullonthelipsthensatupandpulled

mecloser

Him:"Iknowwhenyou'reupset"

Me:"I'mokay,Ijusthadalongday.Whyuleleemini

wena"?

Him:"IguessI'mtiredandbored,there'snothingto

dohere"

Me:"mmh,lemmegocheckonmybabieske"

Him:"bringemhere"

Me:"sure"

Iwentdownstairsandwentbackupwiththekidshe

tookembothandlayemonhischest,bevusa



nezinkcwe.Wejustchilledtogether,5minuteswas

enoughkungekakhaliphonebutthistimeitwas

mineandaveryunpleasantcaller-_-

Me:"Faith"?

Her:"hellounjani"

Me:"I'mgood"

Her:"I'mgoodtoothankyouforasking,yourdadtold

mehecametoseeyou"

Me:"so"?

Her:"heaskedmetotalktoyou"

Me:"hayinininani,nehlelwayintonphakokwenu

mvanje?"

Her:"Idon'tunderstandyou"

Me:"Idon'tcare,I'mtiredofrepeatingthesamething

oko.Myanswerisstillthesame.Nowhaveagood

night"



Ihungup

IcouldfeelNtando'seyesbutIdidn'twanna

talk,insteadIwentdowntofetchourdinnersatyela

eroomini.AftereatingIjustgotinbedandlooked

theotherway,nyhanIwastiredofallthesepeople

stickingtheirnoseinmybusiness.Icouldhearthat

mykidswereasleep,Ntandomovedthemtotheircot

andcametohugmefrombehindsalala.

NdambulelasilentlycozIreallydidn'tfeellike

explainingthiswholesituationrightnow,itwould

makemeallemotionalandandiy'thandilontocaba

funekakucengwananamoko.Weslepttillmidnight

ndothukamnandphelelwebubuthongoandturned

ndafikanayeehleli

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey"

Me:"whatgotyouup"?

Him:"I'vebeenthinking"

Me:"about"?



Hesatup,Ifollowedandrubbedmyeyes

Him:"Guddaisfinallyshowinghistruecolors"

Me:"doweneedhim"?

Him:"no,butIcan'tjustlethimgo,heknowstoo

much"

Me:"sowhatdowedo"?

Him:"wekeepaneyeonhimfornow,waitonhim

singamngxameliorsizombhuda"

Me:"nd'kruqukilemnababengababantu"

Him:"familyyakho"

Me:"don'tsaythat,they'vebeenfamilyforwhat?A

minutenowtheyactinglikeizgorakum"?

Him:"Iwon'tsayI'msurprisedbabe"

Me:"odikwakwammnayiyoyonkelentond'zofaka

umntuimbhumbhuluohlukanenamqha"

Him:"youdon'tmeanthat"



Ndathula.

Kantindiserious,oyenamntundimfunayongula

Guddaungenamqolo.

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"youdon'tmeanthat,neh"?

Me:"ha.ababe"

Him:"good,gunsaredangerousay'zontozodlala"

Me:"Iknowthat"

LikeIknowthat,IkilledKillawithagunremember?

AndatthisrateIwouldn'tthinktwice,njee

ndimdlaliseumntuandnotkillhim.
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IwasmoreworriedaboutNtando'sbusinessesthan



ourrelationship,Ikindahadthisweirdfeelingthat

GuddahadthecapabilityofdestroyingNtandobut

hekindafelttheguiltcozI'minthepicture.Which

meansI'mtheonlythingstoppinghim,orthemifhe's

workingwithhisfather.ThefollowingmorningI

wenttoworkndamshiyanabantwanabakhe,during

mylunchhourIcalledRanger

Hewassurprised...

Him:"bosslady,yonkintoigrand"?

Me:"hey,Ineedafavouranddon'ttelltaBeastIasked

thisofyou"

Him:"that'sgonnabehardmtwana,youknow

andkwaziumfihlelanto"

Me:"cummonRangerndiyakucela"

Him:"I'mnotpromisinganything"

Me:"I'mnotaskingyoutokillanyonehere,Ijustwant

youtokeepaneyeonGuddaforme"

Him:"Gudda?Why"?



Me:"Idon'ttrusthim,I'mconvincedhehassome

agendabutI'mnotsurefornowthatswhyIneedyou

tokeepaneyeonhim"

Him:"agendaonwhom?WhynotaskPolotodothat"?

Me:"ifaw'zoyenzalentoitshobrondizikhangelele

omnyeumntu"

Him:"noI'lldoit...doyouthinkhecouldgoagainstus

kuleagendayakhe"?

Me:"that'swhatIwannafindout,andIneedyoutobe

astepaheadofhim"

Him:"okay,I'llkeepyouposted"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"ayt"

Icould'vejustaskedSosobutyifamilyyakhenayele

indenzakanje,andontopofthatIcan'tinvolvehimin

Beast'sbusinessunlessitsbetweenlifeanddeath

seriousorIcan'tfindsomeoneelsemanyhani.I

sworeIwasgonnabeatthosetwoattheirown

game,maybenotalonebutIsworethatiftheyare



reallydoingallofthisjustsotheycouldgetto

Ntandothenndizobafumana.Whichmademe

wonderifNtandohadmaybehadabeefwiththista

Bongsinthepast...Ididn'tknowwhattothinkbutI

hadtoweighallposibilities.WhenIgothomeafter

work,Iaskedhimwathiakhontoeyakhe

yabadibanisa.HesaidIshoulddropthis,ifGudda

wantsoutuzotshoandhewon'tstophim...ngxakiis

thatnooneeverleftacrewwithoutbloodbeing

shed,tocomplicateallofthiskukhomnainthe

picture.HereIthoughtfindingafamilywouldbe

exciting,andazlendiyfumeneyo.

TheworstpartofitallyileyokubaIdidn'ttrust

them,ndizolotyolwakubanwhenthepeoplewhoare

supposedtoacceptitbesenzakanje?Kuyacacaba

theywouldrejectitxabengamfunikangakauNtando.

Lahambaixeshatillkwasondelaifirstbirthday

yamawelenowIdidn'twantanythingbig,formea

cakeanddrinkswasenoughcoztheydon'teven

knowwhatsgoingon...butNtandowantedabig

thingwhichmeantwehadtoinviteallhisfriends,our

familiesandalmosteveryoneweknew



Me:"izokwenzelwaphikengoklentoyakho"?

Him:"aphaendlinifondin"

Me:"youmeanaphakwam?Hellno"

Him:"awbaby,thehouseisbigandhasagreat

seaview"

Me:"thisisourprivatespace,myprivatespace.I'm

notgonnahavestrangersswampedherebesenza

unothandamtakadabs"

Him:"sowehireavenue"?

Me:"whydon'tweuseyourhouseinCT"

Him:"soweflytotheCapejustforiparty"?

Me:"kantiNtandowherearemostofyourfriends?

Theonlyotherpeopleyouhavetoflyinareyourkids

andmomqha"

Him:"okay,ononecondition"

Me:"unesbindisobaneeconditionsngentoefunwa

nguwe"



Him:"babycummon"

Me:"letshereit"

Him:"you'llorganiseeverything"

Me:"thengimmeyourblackcard"

Him:"whythatone,Icanalwaystransferimalitoyou

nje"

Me:"blackcardbaby"

Wahlekawalikhupha.

ThenIstartedbymeetingagraphicdesignerfor

invitationsthatIweretomailtopeople,whenthey

weredonewestartedwithourlistofpeoplethen

senttheinvitations.Havingreceivedsomany

RSVP'sIrealisedthatthehousewouldbe

jammed,soItelephonicallybooketheparkedthen

hirethewholeplaylandequipment,bojumping

castlesandslidesthenapersonwhowasgoingto

dothedecorwithLegionofHeroestheme.Asthe

dayscamecloseIrealisedIwon'tmanagewiththe

cateringsoIhadtooutsourcethattoo,andother



smallthingsthatwereonmylist.Ntando'smom

cametofetchthekidsthentheyallflewtoCape

TownndashyekamnacozIwasstillworkingandI

wasgonnaflydownThursdaynight,phofNtando

camebackformeTuesday.Ndafikaesendlini

phof,FatimawasinCapeTownwithumamasothis

gaveussomealonetimethouhbendothukileba

ubuyelenimsinya.Ipreparedsupperthenwentto

bathbeforedishingup

Him:"mas'tyeleeroomini"

Me:"uzophindauziseizitya"?

Him:"yesmadam"

Wetookourfoodandfollowedeachothertothe

bedroomandgotinbedsatya,Iwasthetouchy-

touchyone.Broody.Evenhecouldn'tunderstand,but

Ijustmissedhim.Hisstrongarms,hands...

WhenIwasdoneeatingndakhwelaphez'kwakhe

justgivinghimenoughspacetoeatfinish



Him:"baby"?

Me:"justeatfinishmfethu"

Him:"ugrandntwana"?

Me:"ndigrand,khaw'deugqibeyho"

Whenherealisedwhatwasgoingon,heteasedme

:'(Ntandohatesmeshame.Hetookhistimewade

wagqiba,yhowhenheputhisplatedownIgotupand

satdownonhimwithmylegsonbothsidesofhis

waistndakhululathepjvestIhadon

Him:"thewayyou'reactingbabyingathukwidesert"

Me:"babydon'ttalk,itsokayifyoudon'twannado

anything.Justliedown,I'lldoalltheworkmyself"

WiththatIwentforhislips,wekissed.Irippedhis

vestoffandcontinuedwiththeforeplay,jongaI

wasn'tjusthungryIwasthirstyforhim,Iwantedhim



sobad,Iwascravingforhimlikeapregnantwoman.

WhenIwasmoistbetweenthelegs,Iundressedus

bothandthenguidedhiminsideme...Ifeltlike

heavenwhenIfelthisfullnessgodeepinside,Idug

mynailsdeepontohischestfleshasIfeltthewaves

ofecstacyshootingthroughmyentirebody.

Iwentatit,harderwitheverystrideuntilIreachedmy

breakingpoint.ThenIfloppedbesidehim,cuddled

anddriftedofftosleep.Helaterwokemeup,horny

AF!Icouldn'tsayno,thefeelingtendedtobemutual

coztheminuteheindicated...mybodyreacted

maliciously.Wewentatituntilwebothpeakedand

drownedinsatisfactionsaphindasalala.

Iwokeupthefollowingmorningandcalledinsick

thenndaphindandalala,hewokemeupanhourlater

Me:"hm.mhhm.mh"

Him:"vukaS'bongile"



Me:"hm.mmmnababy"

Him:"uzobalatebabyifyoudon'twakeupnow"

Me:"notgoing"

Him:"awphangeli?Babe"?

Iturnedtofacetheotherwayandcoveredmyhead

withtheblankiendaphindandalala.LaterIwokeup

andhewasawake,justnotinbed.Iwentdownstairs

ndafikaesenzaukutya,Iwalkeduptohimand

huggedhisbareback,takinginhisfreshscent

Him:"goodmorningtoyoutoo"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Imusthavedoneitgoodlastnight,uvukein

thismood"?

Me:"Iwouldn'tmindgettingitalloveragain,come

here"



Heputthespatuladown,turnedaroundandliftedme

upasIsmashedmylipsontohis,suckinghimmy

armsgropingaroundhisneckkeepingusglued

together.Hetookmerightthereinthatstylish

kitchen,IswearNtandogavemealovepotion:'(he

needstotellmetruthangekhe.WhyisthatInever

getenoughofhim?Iwentcrazyjustasheclimaxed

andscreamedmynamewiththatdeepgroan,I

followedrightafterhimsayinghisnamelikealove

smittenteenager.Hepickedmeupfromthe

floor,wentallthewaytotheloungeandputmeon

thatonelongcouchaswefinishedoffwhatwehad

started.AfterthatIwenttotakebreakfast,weateit

whilenakedonthatseaviewlounge.

Me:"whattimewillMobehere"?

Him:"Ihaven'tcalledhim,ndikwazuhambangomso

latekalokmna"

Me:"mmmh"

Weatefinishndayovasa,hefollowedsavasanathen



wecameoutandgotdressed

Him:"you'vebeenquiet"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"usharp"?

Ijustnodandlookedforsandals,somethingwas

suddenlybotheringmyspiritbutIcouldn'tpointout

exactlywhatndimazkenoNtandouzothI'm

paranoid.WhenIwasdoneIcalledhismomand

checkedonmykids,hesatdownnexttomeand

waitedndancokolanomamawakheuntilIhungup

Him:"talktome,what'sbotheringyou"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbabymaan,butumamauth

abantwanabagrandsoIguessIshouldrelax"

Him:"letsgoout,itsbeenalongtimesincewedid

that.Maybeuzobagrandobuyakwethu"

Me:"mmh,whereareyoutakingme"?



Him:"soqalakwaCharliesthenI'lltakeyoutoaplace

thatsells'confusedcake'fordessert"

Me:"Charliesuphiandwhatkindafoodissoldthere"?

Him:"yhouyambuzababeumntu,can'tyoujustwait

andsee"

Me:"awbaby"

Hegotupandtookhiskeys,Ifollowwithmypuppy

facewandihleka.Hewasn'tgivingawaylendawo

yakhetu.
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HetookustoCharliesPizzaandPasta,verynice

place.Webothatelambshankpizzaophuma

kwethuphasakhesacruise'raroundsizuliselauMo

otheuzozalate.Whenweweredonewiththe

cruisingwewenttoFriendlyStrangerformy

confusedcakethenwereturnedhomewherewejust

chilledonthecouchsharingthecake,Kuhlecalled



Me:"sirKay"

Him:"bosslady,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodntwana,unjanwena"?

Him:"i'mgood,IgotacallfromVinceregardingthe

upcomingparty"

Me:"whataboutit"?

Him:"heyandiyivamanlentoithethwa

ngulomjita,apparentlyhewon'tcomekuba

engazokwaziushiyauLibobehind"

Me:"whytellyoukengok"?

Him:"ebefunaundinikelaigiftkalok"

Me:"Idon'twanthisgift,hemustkeepit.KakadeI

didn'tinvitehim,ifhedidn'twannacomehe

should'vejusttoldubhut'wakholoum'invitileyoqha"

Him:"ndiskendamuncukengok"

Me:"niyezanina"?

Him:"yeahuSihleisalreadythatsidekuSoso,sesi

grandnangeaccommodationungazistress"



Me:"okaycool,seeyouthen"

Him:"sharpsisi"

Ihungup,Ntandowand'jongaenombuzo

Him:"yintonngxakingoku"?

Me:"Vincentakezi"

Him:"ngoba"?

Me:"umenywenguwe,mbuze"

Wand'jongaanddialedhisbrother,owamumntu

wafakakuloudspeakersana:p.

Me:"whyunjebaby?Thethanayewedwafondin"

Him:"ssshh"

LolVincentpickedup

Him:"bhuti"?



Bae:"Vince,ugrandndoda"

Him:"ndisharpkunjankuwebhuti"

Bae:"ndigrand,ndizamaukwenzaiiarrangementsze

accommodationforleweekend,ithinntoyakho"

Him:"andiz'qondiyazbra,butndizozamauthumelai

giftyeboys"

Bae:"awuz'qondi?Why"?

Him:"Ican'treallysay,I'msorry"

Me:"uyevakebabe?...akhoneedwethuVincent"

Him:"cummonTee,andenzingamabommfethu"

Me:"urightkalokI'mnotsayingexplainyourself

ndithiakhoneedqha"

Him:"yho...okay"

Bae:"okay,hopewhateverekwenzaungazaziba

uyezaisworthit"

Me:"uzothiniungabiworthituLibhongonababe?"

Him:"ayingoLiboTee,Ihaveacoupleofthingstodo

ifndigqibeearlyndizozanoband'fikeSaturday"



IlookedatNtando

Me:"ikhonaenyintobuzay'thethakuVincebabe"?

Bae:"uhm..no,sharpVincentwana"

Him:"shobhut',Teendizozamanyhanukuzamfethu

ithasabsolutelynothingtodowithLibo"

Itookthephoneandhungup,naxeshalabantu

abadlalisaundizemnawhileIhavebiggerproblems

inlife.Ntandojustlookedatmewathula,Mocalled

sowepackedandheadedtotheairport.Okosithule

akhomntuuthethenomnyeuntilwegotinthejet,he

settledwhileIpouredmyselfatizerndaselathenI

wenttositnexttohimandgavehimaglassof

whiskeyontherocks

Him:"enkosi"

Me:"babe"

Him:"hm"?



Me:"Ineedtoknowsomethingfromyou,assurance"

Him:"ofwhat"?

Me:"thatyouwillalwayshavemyback,always.No

matterwhathappens"

Him:"areyoutellingmeyou'restillnotsurenangoku"?

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"NaliqueIgotyouokay,I'vetoldyoubeforeand

I'mtellingyounow.Nothingandnooneisgonna

changethat"

Me:"good,cozIhavethisstrongfeelingthatGudda

andhisdadaretryingtobreakusupsotheycanget

toyouwithouthurtingme"

Him:"Iknow.Justdon'tletitgettoyou"

Me:"howcanyoubesocalmaboutthis"?

Hedownedhiswhiskeyandexhaled

Him:"taBongswon'tdoanythingesandophumaejail



uzothumelauGudda,yenandiyamazikeinsideoutu

Guddaakanamqolo"

Me:"pleasedon'tunderestimateyourrivalries,whatif

theyteamupnooYanga"?

Hekeptquietforaminute,thenliftedmyfaceupand

plantedakiss

Him:"fornowletsfocusonthisparty,Iwilldealwith

therestafterwards"

Me:"justbealertnakuleparty,andazmanbabe

ayindonwabisangayonkeleway"

Hepulledmecloserndathula,IguessIjusthaveto

workwithhimthistimearound.WhichmeantIhad

topushRangerforsomeinfo,sotohelpNtandobe

alertandaheadatalltimesfromnowon.Icuddled

onhimuntilwelanded,acarwasalreadywaitingfor

ussowegotinsagoduswaandmyGod:DInever

realisedhowmuchImissedmybabiesuntilnow



theirfaceslitupandcrackedopentheminutewe

walkedin.Ubacamecrawlingtomeandcaughtmy

leg,IswearIdroppedeverythingandpickedhimup

Me:"pharuzazamamakheyoumissedmommie

morethandaddyneh"

Ntandokissedhissonwhileinmyhandsandwent

totaketheotheroneaswesatononecouchkweza

nooSino.Itwasaverynice,joyfulandintimate

momentforthefirsttimetohavealmosteveryone

underthesameroof.Ilaterprepareddinner,afterwe

atewechilledelounge.Isomehowfeltcomfortable

aroundmother-in-law,she'sjustacoolwomantobe

around...sometimelaterweallheadedtoour

separatebedroomsndakhendayovasakemna.I

onlyrealizedafterbathingthatthecotwasleftinPE

sothatmeantsolalanabantwana

Me:"siy'libelenjanicotbaby"?



Him:"doesn'treallymatternow,bazolalanathi"

Me:"obviously"

SinoandOwesleptwiththeirgranma,Ilotioned,wore

pj'sandgotinbed.Uvecrawledtomychest,giving

hisdadachancetogoshowerandmeachanceto

bondwithbothmysons.Sancokolainto

engavakaliyountilmyphonerang...

Me:"Ranger"

Him:"hey,IgotsomethingIthinkyoumightfind

interesting"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"uzokwazuphumaksasawithoutthebigguy

askingquestions"?

Me:"uhhmmm...that'snotgonnabeeasyunlesswe

meetatthebakerycozIhavetogoandcheckthe

cake"

Him:"Icandothat"



Me:"okay,I'lltextyouthetime"

Him:"andspecificbakery"

Ntandocameoutoftheshower

Me:"yeahthattoo,lookIhavetogonow.Sothetha

ngomso"

Him:"alright"

IhungupanddialedLwandiso

Bae:"whowasthat"?

Me:"oneoftheorganisers...heyntwanaunjani"

Soso:"ndiexcitosbheyibi,ninjannina"

Me:"sigrand,areyoubusytomorrow"?

Soso:"ha.andzokhawlelaomyewosbaribakhoe

airportqha"



Me:"cool,letsmeetupIneedyourassistanceon

something"

Him:"okaycallmewhenyouwanna"

Me:"willdo"

Ihungup,Ntandocametobed,hisbabiesabandoned

meandwentcrawlingbacktohim

Him:"shouldIbeworried"

Me:"ngantonngoku"

Him:"eversincewelandedIkeephavingthisfeeling

you'rehidingsomethingfromme"

Me:"whywouldIdothat?AndevenifIwashiding

somethingfromyouitwouldn'tbetohurtyouin

anyway"

Him:"S'bongilesizeaphaforipartyqha,nothingelse

pls"



Ndathulamna,ndaz'lalisafuthi

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"

Him:"you'renothidinganything,right"?

Me:"no"

Him:"good"

Ifellasleepandwokeupthefollowing,Iwenttobath

ndabuyandanxibawhenIwasreadytogoIwoke

himup

Me:"ndiyahamba,canItakeyourcarpls"

Him:"kay"

Ikissedhimandlookedathissleepyeyes

Me:"Iloveyou,okay"



Him:"loveyou"

Ikissedhimagainndahambandaqalangothumelela

uRangerGPSCoordinateszalendawos'odibana

kuyo,Iwenttothebakerypayedforthecakethen

methimoutsidehegavemeabrownenvelope

sohlukanamnandayokwenzaiverificationatthe

parkthentieduplooseendstothepreparationsof

theparty.Icalledmybaewheneverythingwasin

order

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"hey,ndigqibilethesethingsIcametodohere

ndiniphathelenton"

Him:"thengauKFCforeveryone"

Me:"andforyou"?

Him:"ribs,betweenSteersandSpur"

Me:"sharpsharp"

Him:"sho"



IwenttoSpurk'qalandamthengelanesteakand

extralargechipsthenIwenttobuylaKFCforthe

restofthefamthenIheadedhomelaenvelope

insidemybag.IreachedhomeandaskedFatimato

sharethemeatforeveryonebutNtandowasn'tthere

Me:"uphutatakaSinomama"?

Him:"okoebeseroominimtanam"

Iwentupstairswithhismealndafikaebusyonthe

phone,hewasbeyondangrythenforaminuteI

thoughtwhatifhefoundoutngalewayndiyceleku

Ranger?ThenI'mindeepshit!Iputisfoodnextto

thebed,wentbackdownstairsndabuyaneplateand

juiceforhimndafikandamenzelakakuhleukutya

kwakhendamlindaathetheagqibe

Me:"everythingokaybabe"?

Him:"NO!YesesuXumuncuyerrr"!



Igavehimhisfood,hesatdownandate.Isatthere

withhim,Iwantedtobethereforhimasasoundbox

incaseheneededone.Watyawandishiyelaandgot

up,wanxiba...Iknewsomethingwasgoingtogo

down

Me:"wannatalkaboutit"?

Him:"Imightnotbehomeuntillate,don'tstayup"

Iputtheplateasideandstoodup,Iclutchedonhist-

shirtandlookedathisfumingeyes

Me:"pleasedon'tgohurtyourselfokay"

Him:"Iwon't,butnowIreallyhavetogo"

Iliftedmyface,ourlipsmetaswesharedakissfora

coupleofsecondsthenwestopped.Hekissedmy

foreheadandleft,Isatdownndagqibezela



okwakutyandakhuphalaenvelopeandsawpictures

ofGuddawithYangaandtwootherguysondifferent

occasions....Thentherewasaflash,Iknewnew

immediatelythatIwasrightabouthim.
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IatethatfoodfinishthenIsatonthebed,tookhis

laptopandpluggedtheflashndamamelayonkinto

andwatchedthewatchablesthenItooknotes,the

wayIwasdisgustednguGuddawasunspeakable.

AftereverythingNtandohasdoneforhimandhis

familyovertheyearsnowthathisfatherisouthe

spitshimoutandthankhimlikethis?Istarted

gettingreadyforbed,SinoandOwebroughtthe

twinswhowerealreadyinpj's

Sino:"mamacanwesleepwithyoutonight"?

Me:"erh...okay"

Owe:"uzolalaphiutatakengokSino"?

Me:"thisbedisbigenoughforallofusboy,gobrush

yourteethandcometobed"



TheywenttobrushtheirteethwhileItextedSoso

reschedulingtothefollowingdaysinceIcouldn't

meethimnamhlanje.Thekidscamebacksalala,I

onlyrealizedeksenithatNtandodidn'tcomehome

atallsoIcalledhim,hedidn'tpickupndamyeka

ndabuyelandalalajustforonemorehour.Afteran

hourIwokeupkunukayenanjeiroomyonke,Iwent

toopenthewindowsthenheardawhistleinthe

shower,IwokeSinoandOweupbayochama

eroominiyabothenIchangedmyboyswaphuma

uNtandoepholekumedulla

Him:"nankumfaziwomntu"

Iignoredhim,wabuyawazohlalanexttome,still

wrappedinabathtoweloneofhissonscame

crawlingtohimgettingupusinghisbackforsupport

Him:"youdidn'tsleepwell"?



Me:"Isleptfine"

Him:"thenuqumbeleni"?

Me:"youshouldhaveatleasttoldmeaw'zobuyalast

night"

Him:"butItextedyou,kwiiPhone"

Ididn'tevenknowbaiphikwalophone

yes'bini,maybeitsinmybag.

Me:"I'mgonnaneedyourcaragain,ifyoudon'tmind"

Him:"babe"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"thishasnothingtodowithlastnightdoesit?

Utheni"?

Me:"andinantoman,IguessI'manxiousaboutthis

party"

Igotup,hefollowedandpulledmyarm



Him:"comehere"

Heturnedmyfaceandthenkissedmefullonthe

lipsthenheldthekiss,Ibreathedinhisscentitfilled

allcornersinmybodylooseningallknotslikea

massagewould.Itwasn'thardtobelievethat

NtandowasmydrugandsomehowIwasaddicted

tohim,theminuteourtonguescolidedweboth

forgotthatwehadbabiesinthesameroom,clothes

flewandbodiesmeltedtogetherandforafew

minuteswedrownedinaseaoflust.Whenwewere

doneIcleanedmyselfupandgotdressed,Ihad

thingstodoandpeopletomeet.

OnceIwasready...

Me:"babycarkeysziphi"

Him:"jacket"

Ikissedallthreeofthem,tookthekeysandleft.I

wenttofinishoffafewthingsbeforemeetingup

withLwandisobylunchtimeandIwasalreadytired,I



missedmyownhouse

Him:"ntwanayamwhyuhotkanje?IKingikuyeka

njanmaanuphumeunjekweziwolveszingaka"?

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,howcanSososaythis.

Me:"haudude,don'tdothatworseI'mnoteventhat

beautiful"

Wehuggedandorderedlunch

Him:"hewethu,Isaidhot!Unefigurengath'

uyakhweleta"

Me:"ndizothiniungakhweletindinendodana"

Ourfoodcamethrough

Him:"hhmmm...thankyou.Socuz,what'sthisyou

wannatellme"?



Me:"yhomfethu,I'vehadenoughofyourrelatives"

Him:"soearly?Whathavetheydonetoyou"?

Me:"morelikewhataretheyplanningtodo"

Him:"ndimamele"

Me:"youruncleandhissonwantmetoleaveta

Beast,thendestroyhim"

Hestoppedeatingwand'jonga

Him:"uGuddalohugrandmtase?"

Me:"heySosoandimazmtchana,ndoyisiweqhamna"

Him:"maybehehasadeathwish,sotellme,what

shouldIdo"

Me:"digupGudda,Iwantanythingandeverything

abouthim.Especiallyifitwon'tlinktaBeast"

Him:"howmuchtimeareyougivingme"?

Me:"Idon'thavetimeSoso,IwantallofthisbeforeI

returntoPE"

Him:"okayIcandothat,but,I'mgonnaneedyouto

takeyourinlawsubasekwakhocozIdon'twantno



destructions"

Me:"akhoproblem,I'msurenomamawillbegladto

haveafullhouse"

Weateourlunchthenheadedtohisflat,twominutes

wasenoughndingenileandNtandocalled

Me:"ntwanayam"

Him:"hey,uphi"

Me:"uzand'thini"?

Justthenhisbrothersappeared...

Him:"IwantyoutofetchoKuhlekwaTitus,niyekwa

Xkhonaizontozamend'funanindphathelezona

pha"

Me:"zintonzona"?

Him:"uzaz'bonaxaufikapha"



Me:"mmkay"

Him:"uthiuSinoucelaumphatheleiiwingskwa

ChickenLicken"

Me:"sure,uOwe"?

Him:"icecream"

Me:"buticecreamikhonanjeendlini,ndcelauba

khelelebendthengenesyrupezimbini"

Him:"okay,mnakthenndingabuzwabandfunani"?

Me:"there'snoneed,Iknowufunamnawena"

Hechuckled

Him:"cummonbabe"

Me:"amIlying?"

Him:"no,butndcelaund'phatheleneeribsmfethu"

Me:"ha.ababeyonkelentoniyfunayoikhonaapho

endlini"

Him:"uzondenzelaobuyakwakhoke"

Me:"eshe,didyoutellyourbrothersbahambanam"

Him:"eweIjustcalledthembeforecallingyou"



Me:"okay,gottagonow"

Him:"sho"

Ihungupandhuggedabosbarisancokolanifora

fewminutesthenwewenttoXanduponarivalwe

wereawaitedbyfourbrownboxes.

Me:"what'sthisX"?

Him:"Ididn'topenthemsisteri"

Iwenttoopenoneboxndabonautywala:/wellI

shouldhaveknown,butItoldhimwewon'thave

boozehere...Thetwinsloadedinthecar

Me:"isAmandacoming"?

X:"yeahuzozanamkwaksasangomso"

Me:"sure"sahambasagoduka.Nd'thendifikaendlini

kwabekugcwelenjekumnyamakwiparking,we

offloaded,Ilockedthecarandwentinsidebumping

ontohimephuma,hetriedkissingmylipsIlooked

theotherwayhemetmycheek



Him:"gents,takethoseboxestothebasement"

Igavehimhiskeyswahamba,Iwenttochange

ndanikauSinoiiwingszakhethenIwenttothe

lounge

Ma:"hehmakoti"?

Me:"mama"

Ma:"I'msureyouwon'tmindpreparingsupperforus

tonight,khesim'phumzeuaunty"

Me:"oh,noakhoproblemma"

Ma:"ebetheuNtandokuzozanoKuhlekeubabalexa

upheka"

Me:"sebekhonamama"

Ma:"oohokay"

Iwastiredneh,butIcouldn'tsaynotohermaybeifit

wasmyfiancéIwouldhaveprotested.Irestedfora



fewminutesthenIwenttocook,firstdefrostediiribs

forumntuwonkethenImadepapandchakalakane

grilledboerworswithicecreamandeitherchocolate

orcaramelsyrup/saucefordessertthenlaterat

suppertimeIdishedupforwonkeumntuwalapha

andserved.WhentheyweredoneIcollectedand

washedtheplates,Guddawalkedinndsavasaizitya

Him:"mtakza"

Iignoredhim,wabuyaandstoodnexttothesink

Him:"ugrandTee"?

IcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoingasifhewasn't

hereletalonesayingsomething.

Him:"didyouguysfight?Uk'bethile?CummonTee

tellmewhyyou'reupsetpls,Ican'thelpyouifyou

don'ttalk"



WhenIwasdonepackingtheplatesIlefthim

there,tookmykidswhowerebathedandinPj's

alreadysayolala.Iwasn'tsleepybutIwastired,just

asmykidsweredozingofftheirfatherwalkedin

Him:"babeulele"?

Me:"hm.mh"

Him:"yourbrotherwantstoseeyou"

Me:"whichone"?

Him:"Polo"

Igotoutofbedandworeslippers

Me:"whereishe"?

Him:"basement"

Iworemygown

Him:"usharp"?



IjustnodandlefthimndayakuMarcfikaehleli

yedwawehuggedandsatdownfacingeachother

Him:"areyouokay?Imean,happy"?

Me:"yeswhydoyouask"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,Ijusthaveafeelingthatyou'rein

danger"

Me:"asyoucansee,I'mstillinthiswholepiece"

Him:"areyousureeverythingisokay,evenbetween

youandBeast"?

Me:"I'msureboet,we'veneverbeenthishappy"

Whathulaandstudiedmyface,maybehewasjust

trynareadmysoulthroughmyeyes.Idon'tknow.

Him:"okaythen,butknowthatI'malwaysaphone

callaway"

Me:"you'reevenonspeeddialonmyphone"



Him:"good,nowcomegimmeahug"

Wehuggedandleftthebasement,onourwayoutwe

bumpedonGudda,BeastandRanger.Guddapulled

measidebahambaabanyendamjamela,Ntando

turnedandoureyesmetwaphindawahamba

Him:"okay,we'realonetellmewhat'sgoingonwith

you,eitheryouaredeliberatelyavoidingmeoryou're

hidingsomething"

Me:"khand'yekeGuddandoda"

Him:"Tee,Icanseerightthroughthisfaçade.Please

don'tprotecthimifhe'sabusingyou,thatmanhasno

mercyheisbeyonddangerous"

Iyankedmyarmawayfromhimindisgust

wand'jongatakenbackabit

Me:"thatmanisthesamemanwhosebloodyouand



yourfuckingparasitefamilyaresuckingandincase

youforgot,heismyfiancésopleasestopitokay!

Stopitandleavemethehellalone"

Him:"protectinghimwon'thelpyouyazS'bongileand

itwon'tchangethefactthatheisdangerous"

Me:"dangerous?Uyamazbaudangerouskanti"?

Him:"trustme,Iknowhimbetterthanyouevercould.

Hedoesn'tthinktwicewhenhe'souttokill"

Me:"thenwhythefuckwouldyouhavesecret

meetingwithhisrivalsGudda"?

Him:"wha-"

Me:"cuttheactwillya!Iknowaboutyournumorous

secretmeetingswithYangaokay!?Youcanfool

everyonearoundherebutnotme,youknowwhatgo

tellyourdaddythatIsaidifanythingwronghappens

ngomsokulepartyIwillcomeafterthebothofyou

witheverythingandtheverylastdropofmyblood"

Okoekhamisile...Itookastepandstopped,turned

andfacedhim



Me:"ifyouthinkyallaregoingallgangstaonmeand

myfamily,thinkagain...IwassubconsciouswhenI

killedKillabutIpromiseyou,Iwouldn'ttakeevena

minuteofhesitationtokillthetwoofyoungokwam.

Youungratefulpigs"

Ilefthimstandingkulopassagendayolala,fika

uNtandoethuthuzelauUvelile

Me:"utheni"?

Him:"sshush,uyalala"

WellIgotinbedandfacedtheotherway,hecame

andsatonthecovers

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"ijustneedsomegoodsleepthatsall"



Him:"mmmh,nightke"

Ididn'trespond.

Waphakama,turnedoffthelightwahamba.
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Itossedandturnedthewholenightkunzimanolala.

Okondihlelitillmidnightndancamandamfounela

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"babyndcelaubuye"

Him:"haibo,sew'vukile"?

Me:"Ididn'tsleepawink"

Him:"why?What'swrong?"

Me:"yhoungafikaumntusebhubhile"

Him:"okayndyeza"



Ihungupndaphakamaandwenttomakemyself

gingerteandathathaiirusksandwentback

upstairs,Ntandowalkedinndisandongena.Hewent

tolookathissonsthencametositnexttome...

Me:"youweredrinking"

Him:"sisebasementnjebabeIwasn'tdriving"

Me:"mmmh"

Him:"soooo...I'mhere,what'sup"?

Me:"there'ssomethingIhavetotellyou"

Him:"owkay"

Iateallmyrusksndagongqozaiteayam,Iwantedto

saythisthecorrectwaycarefullythoughtcoz

NtandoisstillBeastandIdon'twanthimtoget

angryinfrontofme.Isuddenlygrewsomefear...

Him:"babythethakalok"



Me:"Ntandondoyikaokay"

Him:"uyoyika?Woyikantoni"

Me:"wena"

Him:"woyikamna?Haibo"!

Imovedandsupportedmybackwiththe

headboard,Ilookedatmyhandsandfiddledwithmy

nails

Me:"IknowyousaidIshouldn'tinvolvemyselfin

yourbusinessbutinthiscaseIguessIactedinthe

momentbecauseofanxietyandanger"

Him:"ndimamele"

Me:"Iuhm...Iwentoutofmywayandfound

somethingthatmightormightnotbeusefultoyou

orus"

Him:"uthethangantonkengokS'bongile"



Iwenttotakehislaptopandpluggedtheflash

Me:"watchthis"

Hetookittohislapandwatched,Iwentbacktothe

sameposition.Afterwatchingheclosedit

wayoyibekaandcamebacktositdown

Him:"howdidyougetthis"?

Me:"doesn'tmatter"

Wakhewathula...

Me:"I'msorrybutIthoughtyouneededtoknow"

Him:"thankyou"

Me:"you'renotangrywithme"?

Him:"no"

OkaynowIwasshocked!Whatthehelljust

happened?I'msurehesawtheshockinmyface



whenheturnedandlookedatme,Ijustdidn'tknow

whethertobeevenmorescaredorjusthughim.

Him:"hey,comehere...sondela"

Islidonthesheetandwentclosertohimthenwe

kissedgqibawand'jonga

Him:"whenwegaveourselvesasecondchancewe

agreedonnosecretssothankyou,nyhani"

Me:"sowhatnow"?

Him:"Ineedtimetothink"

Me:"don'tkillthem,please"

Helookedatmesternly,kissedmemorethengot

up,ndamlandelaandheldhisarm

Me:"babyplease,don'tdoit"

Him:"gobacktosleepmylove,wewillcomebackto

thiswhenwe'reinPE.Focuskuleparty,makesure



everythinggoeswell"

Ijustnod,Ntandowaphindawahambamtchana.I

won'tlie,Ipanicked.Whatmademeevenmoreafraid

nowisthechillinhisvoiceandalloverhisface,he

didn'tgiveawayanysignofangerorfueduvelenje

wanguNtando.Worstpartis,Icouldn'tunshowhim

this...he'sseenitandthere'snothingIcanorwilldo

aboutit.IknewGuddawillbeonhistoesfromnow

oncozheknowswhatIknowNtandoknows,I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifhedidn'tpitchforthe

party,togoandcoverhistracksorrecreatetheirplan

benoyise.

Idecidedtosleep,tomorrowisanotherbigdaythat

needsmyfullattentionandenergy.

Wokeupksasaandpreparedeveryoneand

everythingthatneededmethenIwenttocheckon

thevenuendafikakukhoooNtandoIfirstwentto

speaktotheorganizerjusttofindoutifeverythingis



readynah...RangercametomeasIwaswalkingto

thejumpingcastlestoseeifnyhankuready

Him:"Tee,ugrand"

Me:"hey,ndishapbhut'ugrandwena"

Him:"notncammfethu"

Me:"what'sup"?

Him:"pleasedon'tshowthebigguythosevidsand

pictures"

Me:"erh,why"?

Him:"Idon'twanttobeguiltyof

anything,ndibaqhaphelephezolonaksasavandag.

Theywereworkingveryclosetogether"

Me:"soyouwillbeguiltyofwhat"?

Him:"ifthebigguyseesezawayuzomsusa

immediatelymfethu"

Me:"don'tworry'boutit,lookIgottagoneh"



Ilefthimandwentout,bumpedonNtandoand

Guddawalkingtogetherlaughing,okaynowIwas

afraidofwhat'sgoingoninNtando'shead..Ifelt

Ranger'sconcernthemostcozIknowthatakhonto

angayaziyouNtandonowwhyezobacozynoGudda?

TheylookedupasIapproachedthem,Ifakedasmile

andwalkedintoNtando'sembrace

Hewhispered:"youdon'thavetofakethatbeautiful

smile"Igiggledandwhiperedback:"whatareyouup

to"?

Wahlekaandreleasedme

Me:"ntwanayam,Anisebahle"

Bae:"uyaphi"?

Me:"eshe,Ihaveahomeincaseweforgot"

Bae:"eshe?Reallynow"

Me:"excusemegentlemen,Iotherhavepriorities

waitingforme.'twazniceseeingyall"



Hekissedmycheekandletmego,IwenttowhereI

parkedhiscarandgotinxand'valaucangoIsaw

GuddaapproachingIjuststartedtheignitionand

reversed...

Unfortunatelyhecaughtmexand'qalaungathi

ndiyaphumawenainfrontofthecar,Iabruptly

stoppedandcursed.

Hecametomyside,thewindowwasalreadyrolled

down.

Him:"Tee,Ijustwantedtoapologiseaboutlastnight"

Me:"whathappenedlastnight"?

Him:"erh...laconvobes'nayo.Iwouldliketoexplain

lawayyeemeetingsnoYanga"

Me:"whatmeetingsareyoutalkingaboutGudda"?

Him:"ourconvesationizolo,yousaidyouknewabout

mysecretmeetings.Youdon'tremember"?

Me:"hehmtase,eitherIwassleepwalkingor

whateveryou'resmokingistoomuchforyou"



Helookedveryconfusedatme...

Me:"andwhateveritisyoushouldstopit,otherwise

izok'fakaejaivin"

Istartedmycaragain

Me:"wait,didyousayyouhadmeetingswithYanga"?

Hesnappedoutoftheconfusionbox

Him:"no..nomtakzaforgetIsaidanything.

Sharp,drivesafe"

Me:"mmmkaysharp"

IlaughedasIdrovehome,uphambeneyazuGudda.

Ucing'bayenandakhendasleepwalkerngenyeimini?

Iarrivedhomeandmadefoodformyselfndatya,I

heardaknockuSisFatimawenttocheckthencame

back



Her:"sisiunamandwendwe"

Me:"nd'celaubazisengaphasisi"

ThewayIscreamedwhenIsawAmandaandher

sonwalkingin,wehuggedthenbahlalaphantsi

Me:"hehman,awsemhle"

Her:"enkosibabe,kodwawenauworse"

Me:"unjalokeAmanda,khamend'yabuya"

IwenttothekitchencozIhaven'tseenumamaoko

ndbuyile

Me:"...sisiuph'umakhulu"

Her:"ebenxibisaabantwanaupstairs"

Me:"oohokay,ndcelawenzeleooAmandasomething

toeatifawkhobusysisi"

Her:"okaysisiakhongxaki"



IreturnedtoAmishandhersonwithjuices

Me:"ung'banigamalakhondoda"?

Him:"nguAxolilesisi"

Me:"heeehambaAmanda,nenzeicombination

yamagamaenu"

Her:"undimelekefriendplease,ikhonaindaw'yolala?

Weneedtocatchup,manyhani"

Me:"izobakhonaifXwon'tmindyousleepinghere"

Her:"Heknows"

Fatimacamewiththeirfoodbatyasancokolafora

coupleofminutesthenNtandowalkedinandstood

nexttomychairwadlalanomntwakaX

Him:"molweni...Amish,yeyindalalentwana"

Her:"ukhulemsinyanyhani"



Him:"andilambebabe,unxibaninikanti"

Me:"I'llgetdressednownow,ndcelaubuzeiimpahla

kuFatsbendceleyenaforironing"

Him:"mmh,sharpAmanda"

Her:"okaybhuti"

Heleftandwentupstairs...

Amandaokoendijongile,ndamhlakacozIknewwhat

shewasgoingtosay

Me:"thethafriend"

Her:"usenjenalomntuwakho?Howdoyoudealwith

that"?

Me:"he'sactuallyanicepersonkantichomi"

Her:"hayithiuyamthanda,akatshintshituutaBeast.

Hestillsoundslikethatcontrolfreakndimazeyiyo

chomi"

Me:"oh-kay,letmeleaveyoubeforewego



sentimentalhere.Ndizobuyaxasesizohamba,ifyou

needanythingplstalktosisFatsneh"

Her:"kay"

Ileftherndayokwenzelaubaesomethingtoeat

thenItookituptoourroomndafikaevasa,our

clotheswerelayedonthebed,Iundressedandwent

tojoinhimintheshower.Wesharedaspongein

silence...Thenhespokeup

Him:"usadikalamntananangoku"

Me:"who"?

Him:"Amanda,shewasdoinggreatngok

beninqabelene"

Ididn'tanswerhim,whenIwasdoneIwentoutand

lotionedinourroom,hefollowedwafikand'nxiba

wathambisanayewanxiba,Ihaddecidedthatwe

wearbluejeans,whitesneakers,whitet-shirtsand

matchingcapseachwrittenourtitles:



King,Queen,PrinceUbaandPrinceUve.

Him:"uqumbelenikengok"?

Me:"andiqumbangamna"

Him:"okayuthulelenike"

Againndathulaandjustfinishedoffmymakeup,I

wantedtotellhimAmandawantstosleepoverbut

afterwhathesaidintheshowerIcouldn't,andto

makemattersworseImissedAmandanowuvele

wandenzadom.

Him:"okaybabysomethingisdefinatelywrong,what

isit"

Me:"Amandawantstosleepover,Ialreadysaidakho

ngxakibutnowI'mnotsosure"

Him:"oh,Ididn'trealize"

Me:"yep,I'mdonehere.Meetyoudownstairs"



Heheldmyarmndamjonga

Him:"shecancome,I'llprobablyspendthenightwith

thegentsatthebasement"

Me:"kay"

Him:"I'msorry,Iknowyouprobablymissedher"

Me:"cool,nakuukutyakwakho"

Heletgoofmyhandwathula.

Ndathulanam.
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Ilefthimandwenttocheckonhiskidsndabuyelato

ourroomtopacktheirbagswithchangingclothes

anddiapers...theirdadhadjustfinishedeating

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"?



Him:"comehere"

Me:"Amandaiswaitingformedownstairsbabe"

Hetookmyhandanddrewmecloselookingdeep

intomyeyes

Him:"Idon'tremembertellingyouIloveyoutoday"

Me:"doesn'tmatterwethu"

Him:"tomeitdoes,Iloveyou

Mam'Zangwa,Khwalo,Ncuthu"

Iblushed...whowouldn't,ebizwakamnandikangaka.

Him:"ndiyakuthandanyhanandIdon'teverwanna

seeyouunhappy,especiallynottoday"

Me:"yessir,nowcanIgoorwe'llbereallylate"

Him:"notbeforeIdothis"

HesmotheredmewithkissesIhadtopullmyself

awayfromhimwash'yekaencumile



Me:"uzohambangoRangermoswenababe"

Him:"babyIdon'thavetogowithanyone...I'vegot

cars,remember"

Me:"good,ndimkilekenaleyethuimoto"

WhateverhesaidafterthatIdidn'tevenwannahear

it,Itookallmychildren,umakhuluwabonoFatsthen

Amandaandhisson.Rangekabaeiyokhalaif

iyikwazibutimekoibisitsho.Idroveustothe

park,umakhuluthekidsandIwenttositatthemain

tableandbesekuqaliwe.AsIsatdownIsaw

Eve,Keri,Joe,LuuandSiveinanearbytable.Now

that'smyfamily.IwinkedatLuu,herespondedwitha

smile...IgottheshockofmylifewhenIsawthat

SosowasmadeuMC:oNtandosaidhewould

handletheMCthingngok'yabendisenza

iplanning,andevenwhenIwalkedinndimbonile

ejaivaphanoKuhleqhabend'ngakhange

ndimcingelenjekwaphela.Hedidhisthingndaxola

nam,andI'msureeveryoneelsewassatisfied

kuhlekanjekodwa.Attheendhegaveus,the



parents,tosaysomething.Avoteofthanksiswhat

hecalleditbutNtandowasnowheretobefoundsoI

gavehismomtheopportunitywathethakenje

ngamzalithenlastlywasmyturn...Ididn'teven

prepareaspeech.

Me:"uhm...molwenifirstly,I'dliketoappreciateallof

youmostespeciallyeveryonewhocamefromoutof

townincludingmyfamily,theSmiths.Iknowhow

busyyourlivesarebuttodayyouguyslefteverything

tobehereandcelebratewiththesetwo

princes,thankyouguyssomuch.Erh...I'dliketoalso

appreciatemyinlaws,umakhuluhasbeenherethe

wholeweekmakingsurethingsareinorderwhileI

wasatwork,Kayandtwinthankyouguysningo

tamnciforreal;Iwon'tbeabletonameeverysingle

personbutIamgratefultoallofyou,youhavemade

thisdayextraspecial...onedayoncethey'vegrown

nabobazozbonelathattheyhavesuchwonderful

peopleintheirlives,uncleSosoandyour

craziness,Lindothankyouforsharinghimwithme

babeIknowsikhesidikeattimes.Lastly,I'dliketo

thankNtando,worseandimbonike,nonethelessI



wannathankhimforhissupportthroughoutthe

wholepregnancyalonecozitwasn'taneasyone.

Anyothermanwouldhaverunaway..."

Soso:"ngaphandlekwam"

Me:"yesngaphandlekwakho,enkosimarnmtase...for

everything..."

Ntandowalkedinwithaglassofwhiskeyandit

wasn'tthefirstone,Icouldseeitinhiseyes...the

screamsandapplausefromthepeoplealmost

threwmeoffguard:osincewhenishefamousna

ngoku?Hecametostandnexttome,notforgetting

tokissmyforheadbaphindabascream'erababantu

Me:"asIwassaying..."

Him:"kuthethwangantonbabe"?

Me:"umbulelo"

Him:"ohIarrivedattherighttimemos...okay,lemme

startbyappreciatingallofyoufromthehighestto

thelowest.Thetallesttotheshortest,thefatandthe



slim,richorpoor...thankyoufordroppingeverything

andmakingmysonsbirthdayyourpriorityjustfor

today"

>>applause<<

JustlikethatNtandostolemymoment,yangath

andikho:v

Him:"havingsaidallofthat,Ihavetothankthis

beautifulwomannexttome.Ungamboni

engaka,ethuleshe'sonehelluvastrongwoman.

Whatyoudon'tknowisthatthedoctorstoldhershe

willbeblessedifshecarrieduptosixmonths,when

shedidcarryupandbeyondGodblessedhereven

morewithtwinscozwewereexpectingumntwana

omnye.Itwasn'taneasyroad,peopleclosetouswill

knowwhatI'mtalkingabout...Partnerincrimeka

uncleSosokeleh.I'mstilltryingtofigureoutwhois

morestoutbetweenthetwo,whatIknowisthat

aphoomnyeamoshakhona,onewillcoverthetracks

oftheother.EnkosiKhwalo.Ngentoyonke"



Suddenlytherewassilence,ababantubebesando

hlekangok'ngokwerenowemotional.

Me:"ahem,wellhesaiditall.Enkosikumntuwonke

onceagain,andletthekidshavefun"

Sosotookoveragain,therewasaselfservicebuffet

butkwaqalathinaandfamilytheneveryoneelse

followed.Aftereating,Rangercametofetchthekids

wayobadlalisakwijumpingcastles,swingsetcthenI

hadachancetogominglewithmyfamilybut

ndafikauLuukuthwaumkenoNtando

Eve:"nicewordshesaidouthere,heartfeltand

believeable"

Me:"hewassayingthetruth,wehadthemost

difficultpregnancyyet"

Keri:"youlookbeautifulandhappy,alldifficulties

musthavedisappearedafteryougavebirth"



Me:"hm"

Theygavemethelook...

Me:"didyouguysbringyourkids"?

Sive:"yeahbayadlala,whydoIfeellikewe'remissing

something"?

Me:"Iwouldn'tknow,I'llbebacknowndfunauSoso"

IleftthemandwentlookingforSoso,andonlysaw

Laasancokolawand'khaphasakhangelauSoso

sadibananoNtandondambonabauyoyikauLandile

Bae:"babe"

Me:"mh"

hekissedme,onpurpose.Andaz,maybe

okukhweletakwakhewasintheblood

Bae:"Titus"



Him:"shota"

Bae:"whereareyoutakingmywife"

Me:"we'relookingforSoso,khangeumbone"?

Bae:"he'satthatbraaiareawithSihle"

Me:"sho,sambeLandile"

Hefollowedbehindme...

Me:"don'tshowhimuyamoyikaLaa,he'llintimidate

youoko"

Him:"Ican'thelpitmfethu,andIdon'tunderstand

whyhedoesthatcozwe'recousinsnow

akunabakhonocelailoveback"

Me:"allI'msayingisdon'tshowhimyourfear,orelse

uzongcungcuthekaeverytimeyouseehim"

HekeptquietsadesafikakooSoso

Me:"I'vebeenlookingforyou"



Him:"andiyondodakhokemnake,mnka!Byfire"!

Welaughed

Me:"eintlikuyand'lahlaSoso?Duringthepeoples

nogal"?

Him:"Fire!Fire!Oohguddaguddafire!Thiswoman

wantsmedead,canyouhelpherfindherman"

Me:"doyoureallyhavetobethisdramatic?Dude,I

justcametothankyou"

Him:"rabarabaraba!Kharakharakhalakatha!"

Sihle:"don'tmindhim,he'sbeenlikethisallweek

afterwewenttocheckoutchicksatsomeother

church"

Me:"heee!Letmeleaveyouguys,IthinkI'llseeyou

ngomsoke"

Sihle:"sharpsisteri"



Ileftthemandwenttominglewithotherpeople,I

hadenoughofthisminglingIwantedmyquietalone

time,inmyownbed,underthecoversandjustblock

everythingout.Ithadbeenalongtiresomedayand

bekusebusukungokuIlookedalloverbutcouldn't

findmykidssoIcalledtheirdad

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"Ican'tfindyourkids,Iwannagohome"

Him:"ItookthemhomewithgrannyandFats"

Me:"babyyoushouldhavetoldmethough"

Him:"Ithoughtyou'dwantsometimeoutandcatch

upwithyourpeople,whysew'funaugodukasoearly"?

Me:"I'mtiredbabe,lemmecheckAmandathengo"

Him:"mmmkay"

IhungupandcalledAmanda,shecamewithherson

sahamba.MysistershadgonetoSleepatMarc's

place...safikathinaendliniandwentstraighttobed



butIfirsttookhersontotheotherchildreninthe

otherroomthenwechangedintopj'sIcalledNtando

again,angafikiaphas'leleafuneibedyakhe

Him:"haykodwandyahlukunyezwanamhlanje"

Me:"eshe,s'yalalathinaIjustwannamakesurewe

understandeachotherngesleeping"

Him:"hayndigrandlalani"

Me:"sharpskeem"

Him:"ayt"

Hehungup

Amandagotinbed,Ifollowed

Her:"uyamthandanyhanfriend"

Me:"haha,youdon'tknowhalfofit"

Her:"Ilistenedtowhathesaidattheparty,akadlali

ngaweshameubhut'wabantu.Und'phoxilekekona"

Me:"uphoxealotofpeoplekanti,don'tfeelbadabout



it"

Her:"mmh.hmneh,soTeetellmekonkemngane.

Whathaveyoubeenupto"

Webeganfromthetopndam'baliselaalmost

everything,therearesomethingsshedon'tneedto

knownomatterhowmuchofafriendsheis.
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Sithesisancokola,myphonerang...

Me:"Hello"

Eve:"isAmandawithyou"?

Me:"yes,why"?

Eve:"damn!Look,we'recomingoverokay?Getoutof

bedandtellhershecan'tsleepthere"

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Eve:"I'llexplainlater,justdoasI'msaying"



Me:"oh-kay"

Ihungupandgotoutofbedndakhululaipjpants

andworethejeansIhadwornemini

Me:"I'msorryfriendbutkuzofunekaunxibe,my

sistersareontheirwaytofetchme"

Shedidn'tmoveaninch...

Her:"niyaph?ButIthoughttonightwouldbeaboutus

justchillingandcatchingup"

Me:"asyoucanseeAmandathathasnow

changed,plsgetdresseduyothathauAxokularoom"

Her:"heyhaysana"

Shegotoutwanxibathenwenttotake

umntanakhe,mysistersarrivedwithMarcusand

curiositywaskillingmeIswear



Me:"guyswhat'sgoingon"?

Marc:"urhm,Amandaright?Comelemmetakeyou

home"

Her:"iseverythingokay"?

Eve:"nothingafamilycan'thandlesweetie,nowoff

yougo.Goodnight"

Her:"oh-kay...TeeI'llcallyouksasa"

Me:"okay,besafe"

Marcdrovethemhome,IwasleftstaringatEveand

Keri.Evejustopenedthefridgeandremovedthe

icecreamtub,5Lwathathaherspoonandwenttosit

atthelounge.KeriandItookourownand

followed,weateacoupleofspoonsakhomtu

uthethayo,Istoppedandlookedatbothofthem

Me:"Eve?Keri?What'sgoingon"?

Eve:"itsalongstory,buthere'sashortversionofit:



she'sworkingwithsomeoftaBeast'smenagainst

him"

Keri:"sobasicallywhatEveissayingisthat,shewas

sentasaspytostealinsideinfofromyouor

documentsaroundthehouse"

Eve:"anythingthatwilltakehimdown"

Me:"no"

Eve:"yep,eatupmtase"

Me:"nomanguys,Amandawouldneverdothat.

Like,noIknowhershe'dneverdothat"

Keri:"peoplechangemydear"

Ndlelalebendimathengayo,IhateitwhenNtandois

right.Eventhisicecreambecamerockhardayakwaz

nokwehlasis'gqukuebendinaso,Marcreturnedand

toldmethewholestoryandhowhefoundoutabout

itthenaskedEvetocallmecozthisfriendofmine

wasawolfinsheepskin.IswearifIhadmagicI'd

changeNtandoangabiyigangsta,coznowI'm

suddenlymakingunneccessaryenemieswiththe



peopleI'msupposedtotrust,familyandfriends.I

wisheditwouldn'tcometothepointwhereNtando

istheonlypersonIhaveinmylifecozIknewifit

comestothatuzogezawithagroundtostandon

eyazibaIhavenooneelsebuthim.Afteralong

seriesofchattingtheyleftandreturnedtoMarc's

place,itwasalmostmorning(past3am)whenthey

leftsondavelandenzaispringcleaning,whenIwas

doneIcookedporridge,madeenglishbreakfastfor

everyonendakhuphailaunderyandstartedwashing

it.WhenIwasdoneIwenttohangitoutside,ikhonai

dryerbutIjustwantedsomethingtodoand

ingqondoyamwasgoingbackandforthonhow

easyitmusthavebeenforAmandatoagreetodo

thiswithoutconsideringourfriendshipatall,atthe

endofthedaysheneverlikedNtando,butatthe

beginingofourrelationshipshekeptthepretense

whichmademebelieveshehadnoproblemwith

himanymore.Moreover,thismeantNtandohad

biggerproblemsthanGuddaalone.Xwasinthis

too,whoelsewasinthisengavelanga?



Him:"S'bongile"

IsnappedandlookedatGudda,whatishedoinghere

thistime?

Him:"ugrand?Whyyouhangingclothesthistime"?

Me:"whatareyoudoingherethistime"?

Him:"bend'shayairoundnje,taBeastsaidIshould

comecheckonyall"

Me:"Ntandosentyou?Uphyena"?

Him:"erh...ubusy"

Mxm

IjustcontinuedwhatIwasdoing,andwatchedhim

go.WhenIwasdonewiththeclothesIwentupstairs

andmademybed,Ialmostslippedon

something,whenIlookeddownIsawAmanda's

phone.Isatdownandtriedopeningitbutithada

passlock...IdialedSoso,hedidn'tpickupthephone



itdivertedtohistwinway'bamba

Him:"hello"

Me:"hey,uphuSoso"?

Him:"he'saroundishenotpickingup"?

Me:"ha.aworseIneedhim"

Him:"Idon'tthinkhe'llbeanyuseful,he'skinda

wastedrightnow"

Me:"tjo,okay."

Him:"ubufunanimaybeIcanhelp"

Me:"doyouknowanythingaboutphones,technology"

Him:"youmeanyouwannabreakintosomeones

phone"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"Icouldtrybutnotnow"

Me:"thankyou,textmethetimeandplacetomeet

ozobacomfortablekuyo"

Him:"okaysharp...onemorething,ifthephoneisnot



yoursplsremovethebatteryincaseoftracking"

Me:"ohokay,thanks"

Him:"sharp"

Iremovedthebatteryndafakalaphonekwihand

bagyamthenIwenttosoakmyselfinthebath.After

twohoursIgotoutandwenttothebedroomndfika

uNtandoekhulula

Me:"goodmorning"

Him:"Ithoughtyousaidyourfriendissleepingover"

Me:"changeofplans"

Heundressedandworeagown,Ilotionedmybody

andsearchedforclothestowear.Hecametostand

behindme,andpulledmeclose.Hereekedof

alcohol,goodthingIwaslookingtheotherwayand

notathimdirectly,hekissedmyneck



Me:"don'tyouthinkyoushouldfreshenupfirst"

Him:"andifreshmamakhe"

Me:"babypls,unukaubilanotywalatana"

Hekissedmyneckandwhistledtothebathroom,I

gotdressedinhighwaistedwhitedenimshorts,pink

lacetopandwhitesneakers.Iworeagownoverthis

outfitandwenttocheckonmybabiesfikabesalele

ndabashiyaandwenttotheloungeumamawas

alreadythere,Igreetedherandwenttodishupand

servedeveryonewhowasawake.Itookmyfiancé's

foodupstairsndafikasengenaezingubeniezolela

Me:"tatakheaw'zotyak'qala"

Him:"hm.mh,later"

Me:"okay,zokucikaapha"

Him:"mh"

Iputhisfoodonthebedsidetablendathatha



iporridgendayisaezantsi.Thetimewasnowpast

eightandLaatextedmetheplacetomeet,IfiguredI

mightaswellhavebreakfastthere.Iremovedthe

gown,tookthekeysandhandbagndahamba...

Umamawand'bonaandcameaftermewafika

xandingenaemotweni

Her:"haibo!Makoti,awkwazuhambaunjalo.Did

Ntandoseeyou?Uhambazenokomtanomtu"

LolIwantedtolaugh...ButIcontainedmyself

Me:"heknowsIdresslikethismama,don'tworry

yourselfaboutit"

Her:"uyakuyekaunje?Hayhayhay,soze!Ubungeno

nxibaalongertrouserkesisi!Kaloksekufananoba

ungumfaziwomntungok,futhikeuzele.Awnokwazi

uhambaeztratweniunje.Haynoko"

Igotoutofthecar,Iwenttochangeintocut-out



whiteskinnyjeansndahama,stilldidn'tseeno

differencecozkwezicutoutsmythighswere

showing.AnywayIwenttomeetLandile,weordered

breakfastthenndamnikalephone.Hesaidhe'llneed

aboutthirtyminuteswithitItoldhimndizoyilindaso

hesuggestedwegotoSoso'sflatenzelekhona

lewaysafikakulelewonkeumntu,IwokeSihleup

whileLandilewenttohisroomeyokwenzalento.

Sihlehalfopenedhiseyesandmumbledsomething

waphindawalala:/Ijustfocusedonmyphonecoz

therewasnothingelseIcoulddo.Nd'thendsahleli

ndabawelaiicecreamIgotupandwenttoscavage

Soso'sfridgeandfoundatubunopened...nday'vula

andscoopedupformyselfandwenttositdown.

Landilecameoutwiththephone

Him:"okay,done"

Me:"ohthatwasfast.Thankyou"

Him:"pleasure"

Itookthephone,putitinmybagndagqibezelai



icecreamyamsincokolaandlaughing..whenIwas

doneheaccompaniedmetothecarkwavukano

Sosoesimvengelizwisendingenaemotweni

Him:"IthoughtIheardyourvoice,why

ungand'vusanga"?

Me:"heybuddy,youlookterrible"

Hecameforwardwithabigbrownenvelopeand

stoodnexttohistwin

Him:"ipartyyakwakhomademelooklikethis

fondin"

Me:"yeahwhatever,uvukesend'hambakemfethu"

Him:"bungezangakumdan"?

Laa:"nope,shecametoseeme"

Him:"eshe,uright.Wipethatsmirkoffyourface

Landileawsozendishiywenguwekubheyibhiwam"



Me:"aboutthat,youdumpedmeizolokukhoichom

zakhosooo..."

Him:"kengoku?HewethuIcandumpyoundbuyelane

naweanytimeIwant."

Laa:"ncoohlookatyou,areyoucrying"?

Him:"UyireboundLaathula"

Me:"youguyslookcutethough"

Hepoutedandhandedmetheenvelope

Him:"here"

Me:"thankyou...seeyall"

Igotinmycaranddrovetothebeach,Iremovedmy

shoes,tookmyphoneandtookawalkinthebeach.I

neededaclearhead...Somuchhasbeengoing,still

isgoingoninfact.Ihadforgottenabouttimeand

responsibilitiesjustforawhileandIseemedtobe

enjoyingit.Ifoundarockandsatdown..looked



aheadatthesea.

Me:"IwonderwhereIdrawthisstrengthand

determination.Willitevenbebeneficialinthelong

run?Whatif..."

Isighedandclosedmyeyes,Icouldfeeldanger

ahead.Exactlythekindadangerthatmybrotherwas

talkingaboutjustthatIcouldn'tmakeoutwhere

exactlythedangeris.Ortowhomitmaybe.

LwandisokeptoncallingmebutIdidn'tfeellike

talkingtohimrightnow,Ididn'tfeellikebeing

dramaticorlikelaughingIjustwantedthispeace.A

privatecallcamethrough,Ididn'tpickupuntilcaller

IdshowedXonmyscreen...

Me:"X"

Her:"TrinandimAmanda"

Me:"oh,heywhat'sup"?

Her:"chomikhangeuy'boneiphoneyampha



kwakho"?

Me:"ha.awhenlastdidyouseeit"?

Her:"eyandkhosure,maybeIlostitattheparkyaz.

Okaysharpfriend"

Me:"haveyoutriedtrackingit"?

Her:"eweasiyfumaniithitrackerdisabled"

Me:"yhoxolochomi"

Her:"khayekeneh"

Me:"sharp"

Uzoyaziindaw'yakhe.

Isawanicecreammanandwenttobuyonenda

stroller,aftersometimeIwentbacktothatrockjust

onemoretimebeforeIheadhome...Ifonlylifecould

bethispeaceful.
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Idecidedtogobackhome,itwasclosetolunchtime.



IparkedthecarandtookoutAmanda'sphone,paged

throughit.Ireadallhermessagesandobviously

sawpersonalthingsthatIwasn'tsupposedtosee.I

readheremailsandwhatsApptexts,thatswhereI

sawtheconversationsaboutthisplanoftheirs

againstNtando,thewayIwantedtoleaveCape

Town?Mh!WhenIhadhadenoughIputitback

insidemybag,gotoutlockingthecargqiba

ndangenaendliniIjustwantedmybed.WhenI

passedbytheloungeIheardNtandoandhismom

havingaseriousconvondadlulandaya

eroomini,removedmyshoesandjeansthengotin

bedcoveringmyselfwiththeshawl.Itwasn'tlong

whenIfeltsomeoneinsidetheroom,Iwaitedtohear

anythingsinceIthoughtitwasNtandobutIjustfelt

thepresencenosoundwhatsoever,Iuncoveredmy

headandsawashadowbythewindowalmostasif

someonehadjumpedoffthebalcony.Igotupand

wenttocheckthewindow,thenIsawlomntu

enyubelezaandjumpedovertotheothersideofthe

fencelaqalauvalo,Iswungagownovermybodyand

wentforthedooronlytobemetbyNtando'shard

torso



Him:"hey,whendidyoucomeback?Uright?You

lookflushed"

Me:"someonewasinhere,justnowIsawhim

jumpingoverthatfence"

Hewenttothewindowandgotoutwemakwi

balconythencamebackinsidecallingsomeone

Him:"Ranger,phaaezkhathiniIneedyoutogotothe

oldwarehouseinMosselBay"

Range:"shota,ndihambanabani"

Him:"wedwa,I'llfollow"

Range:"udewayaz'bangubanloumkenaleway"?

Him:"nguOcean,uphumaphangokebezoy'beka"

Iwasscaredoutofmyboots.Whathappenedtohim

havingatightsecuritynah?Unlessthiswas

someonewhoknowsthesystem,isthatwhathe

meantwhenhementionedOceaninthatphonecall?



Iwenttothebathroomndabuyaandsatdown,he

wasbusyonhistabletthennoticedI'mwaitingfor

himway'bekaecaleni.

Him:"howwasthebeach"?

HeknowsIknowallhiscarshavetrackers,butdoes

hehavetomakeitthatobviousthatuyand'khangela

whenI'mnotaround?

Me:"tonightwe'regoingbacktoPE"

Him:"oh,umakhuluebebawelaumbolekeabantwana

fortherestoftheyear"

Me:"yhothat'slikefourwholemonths?"

Igotupandstartedpackingourclothes,exceptfor

his.

Him:"sowhat'syouranswer"



Me:"shealreadyhastwokidstolookafter,howwill

shemanagewithfour"?

Him:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"I'llhavetothinkaboutit,butnowIneedtoget

outofCapeTownandbacktomyownspace"

Him:"kay"

IrealizedthatIwasn'tgonnabetoldaboutthis

'thing'sonammandvelendithuleandkeeptomyself.

WhenIwasdonepackingIwenttolieonmybackon

thebed

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"ugrand"

Me:"tchihaikengok,yintonleund'buzayona"

Him:"und'phoxelanikengok"

Me:"khand'yekemfethu"



Him:"ndingumfowenungoku"?

Me:"Ireallydon'tfeelliketalking.Pleasetatakhe"

Him:"uyanqumnka"?

:o

Ididn'tanswerhim,myphonerangndaphendula

knowinguzond'yucauSosok'qala.

Me:"Titus"

Him:"kuninindikufounelamfaz'ndini"

Me:"ubuzothini"?

Him:"youwon'tevenapologizefordeliberatelynot

answeringmycallsTrinalique"?

Me:"noLwandisoIwon'tapologizeokay,idlulileleyo

nowwe'retalking.What'sup"?

Him:"rhaaaa!Yazuyand'qhelamtase!Njeng'bauta

Beastekwenzaifirstbornyakhe,andkazalikemna.

Tchin,yhin'lendagezelwanguwengecawe



ezintsukwini"

Me:"uzothixauseriouskeuphindeufounemtaka

dabs"

Ihungup

Ntandoeye'dme

Him:"nixabene"?

Me:"no"

Him:"thenwhyumphoxauSoso"

Me:"ayikufunisuy'ngena.HaveyoutoldMo

syahamba"?

Him:"utheninahwanolakanamhlanje"?

Me:"Mobabe?Umxelele"?

Heshookhisheadandcalledhispilotndaphakama

andwenttomybabieskwenyeiroomfikauUba

eleleItookhistwinbrotherandwentbacktomy



roomwithhim,hisfacelitupwhenhesawhisdad.

Thirtyminuteswasalotndidlalanomtanamwhen

FatscametomyroomsayingIhaveavisitor,Ntando

askedbangubanishesaidnguSosondaphela

yintsiniandtoldhertotellhimandikhowahamba

wayomxelela.

Ntandowaphakamawaphuma,Iknewhewasgonna

tellSosondikhonasoIremovethegownandwore

trackpantsandfollowedthemndafikaenyabeu

Sosoelounge

Me:"Ntwanayam"

Him:"Ihateyourightnow"

IputUveonhisdad'slapandwenttositnextto

Soso,takinghishand

Me:"butwhywouldYOUhateme,I'msupposedto

hateyou"



Him:"hateme?Why?WhathaveIdonetoyou"?

Me:"youchasedmeawayngeetonguesulibele?And

saidIshouldgofindmyman.Ifoundhim,nankuso

wenaufunantonkum?I'mprettysureand'fanino

Lindo"

Him:"shit!Notthatagain,Teesudlalangammfethu.

Doyouknowhowmuchyoucostme,njebynot

pickingupmycall"?

Me:"I'msureyouwilltellme"

Him:"dudeIlostabetngenxayakhonowIhaveto

buyHennessyneKWV10forthoseflippenmorons"

Ilaughedathim,Icouldseetheconfusionin

Ntando'seyes.ButItoldhimnottogetinvolved:p

sozeay'passe

Me:"ifungandenzelanjeifavourencincithenIcould

buyoneofthosebottlesforyou"

Him:"Iwoulddoanythingforyouuyayaznawelonto"



Bae:"wouldyouevensmokeweedforher"?

Him:"assoonastheylegalizeitgrootman,uzobana

thul'ubheke"

Bae:"hm,wouldyouevenkill?Imeanyousaid

anything"

Me:"hah!Baby"

Him:"nooffensetaBeastbutifIkillforherwena

uzobasenzantoni"?

:v

Ntandawahleka

Me:"khonainyamathatneedstobe

braaied,ungayenza"?

Bae:"uyekamnandikhonaufunayenziwenguSoso"?

Him:"taBeast,grootman.Uyayazsiyakuncanywa

xas'dibeneright?ButSometimesyougottaread

betweenthelines,insilence"

Iwentoutleavingthetwoofthemtoargue,I

defrostedthemeatandmarinateditthencalled



Sosotogostartthefire.WhilehewasbraaingKuhle

andtheotherscametothehouse,Ntando

entertainedthemphofuqalewabavasisaiimoto.I

leftthemandwenttomyroom,Ididn'thavetimeto

readthroughtheenvelopecontentsearliersonow

wasmyonlychance,phofIcouldhavereadthese

thingsnaseBhayibutbeforeIgotdowntothatI

copiedeverythingtomyflash,makingsureIhave

eventheslightestofdetailaw'ngekhewaziwhen

you'llneedtousethesethingshey...whenIwasdone

copyingIputthephonebackinmybag

Ididn'thearNtandocomein,Ididn'tknowhowlong

hehadbeenwatchingmendivengayesez'khohlelisa

ndothuka.Ilookedathimthenbacktothe

documentsinfrontofme

Him:"whatareyoureading"?

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere"?

Him:"youhaven'tansweredmyquestion"



Icollectedeverythingandputthembackinsidethe

envelope

Me:"somethingI'vebeenresearching"

Him:"isitworkrelated"?

Me:"ha.a"

Him:"soyouleftusoutsideforsomethingthat'snot

workrelatedkodwanguweowenzaibraai"

Igotoffthebed,puttheenvelopebackintomybed

ndakhuphalaphonekaAmandaandhandeditto

him

Him:"yekabani"?

Me:"giveittoX,yekaAmanda"

Him:"whyungamnikingokwakhokengok?Whatisit

doinghere"?

Me:"sheforgotithere.PleasejustgiveittoXbabe"



HecouldtellIwasuptosomething,butcouldn'tpin

pointwhatexactly.

Him:"uyabizwaziguysphandle,XandAmandaare

theretoosoyoucangivethemyourself"

Me:"whoinvitedthem"?

Him:"Idid...istheresomethingyou'renottellingme"?

Me:"butyoudon'tlikeher,whywouldyouinviteher

aphaNtando"?

Wathulawand'jongaqha,Itookthephoneandwent

togiveittoAmanda.ToldherIfounditunderthe

bedicimile,shelookedveryuncomfortablebut

appreciatedbandimnikile.Imingledjustforafew

minutesthentookmyportionofthemeatandwent

backinside,toourroom...Ntandowasgoingthrough

thosedocumentswithoutmyconsent



Me:"Iseeyouhavebeenscratchinginmybag"

Him:"whatareyoudoingwiththese?S'bongilewhat

areyouuptonow?"

Me:"gettingtoknowmybrother"

Him:"gettingtoknowyourbrotherbydiggingupdirt

onhim?Haibo"

Me:"butIwastryingtohelp.You"

Him:"helpmehow?Byresearchingmyworkers"

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:"ifyoureadcarefullyyouwillknowthathehas

beenmilkingyouforfifteenyears,hasbuiltafitness

businesscenterusingyourresourcesandregistered

itunderhisbabymamma.Hehasinvestedina

jewelleryshop,broughtsharesatDMCandLastly..."

Him:"whoah,stop"!

Me:"mmmkay"



Helookedatthepapersandthenafterafew

minutesthrewthemacrosstheroominanguish

ndothukaandhadmybacktothewallandmyhands

coveringmymouth

Him:"whenwereyouplanningtotellme?Howlong

haveyouknownaboutthis"?

Me:"IwasgonnatellyouonceIverifiedeverything"

IhaveneverbeensoafraidofthemanthatIlovein

myentirelife,hehadturnednavyngumsindonowI

didn'tknowwhetherhewasangrybecauseIdidthe

researchanddidn'ttellhim,orhewasangrybecause

ofthefindings.Itookadeepbreathand

turned,walkedtothedoorbutbeforeIcouldopen

it,hespokeup...ndafreeza!

Him:"Uyaphi"?

Islowlyturnedandlookedathim,almosttrembling



justatthesoundofhisvoice.

Me:"goingdownstairs,givingyouspace"

Him:"lockthatdoorandcomesitdown"

Me:"baby..."

Him:"Iwillnotrepeatmyself"

Me:"dowehavetolockthedoor"?

Therageinhiseyesansweredmyquestion,Ilocked

thedoorandwenttositdown.Hepacedupand

downtheroomuntilhefinallysmashedthemirror

withhisfistIalmostscreamed,Icoveredmymouth

cozIdidn'twanttodrawattentionfromaroundthe

housenotwhilehismotherwasstillintheother

room.Shedoesn'tknowthisothermaninhisson...

Me:"pl-pl-pleasecalmdown"

Him:"calmdown?Calmdown?Nextthingyouare

goingtotellmenottokillhimcozhe'syourbrother?



S'bongiledoyouhaveanyideahowmuchI'velostall

theseyears?ThemerchandizeIlostallbecauseof

yourstupidbrother?Kwawenangokusew'yaziyou

don'ttellme"?

Me:"butbabyIwasgonnatellyou,Ijustfoundout

whenyouwalkedinonmeearlier"

Him:"sothatjustifiesit?Okay.I'mgivingyouan

opportunityrightnowtotellmewhatyouknow"

Me:"whatIknow"?

Him:"yes.Everything"

Me:"b-b-butbabyuz'boneleeverythingwasinthere"

Him:"Amanda'sphone"?

Me:"whataboutit"?

Him:"ibifunantonapha"?

Me:"Itoldyousheforg-"

Him:"yhooo!S'bongiledon'tpatronizemeokay?

Please,notrightnow.Nottoday"

Me:"pleasedon'tshoutatme"



Him:"khaw'thetheman!!"

Ialmostjumpedofthebed,feltlikehewasroaring!

HeeezangendamoyikauNtandokangakainmy

entirelife.

Me:"XisinthistooandhewasusingAmandatoget

somesortofinfokum,shereallyleftherphonesoI

sawtheopportunitycozIwantedprooffromher

phone"

Heshookhishead

Him:"whendidyoubecomelikethis"?

Me:"likewhatbabe"?

Him:"likethis,sneaky.Thisisnotyou,andkwazi

unjenamnaS'bongile"

Me:"marababyyouareungrateful,Ididallofthisfor

you,tohelpyourealizewhatkindofpeopleyouhave

aroundyouandthisisthethankyouIget?"



Him:"ndcelauthule.Please,shutup!Okay"

Hepacedupanddownagain...Ikeptonbreathingin

andoutslowlystabilizingmyself.
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Aftersometime...hesatdownwithhishead

betweenhisknees.Itwasnowdawningonhimthat

akanabantu,almosteveryonehewasworkingwith

wasturningagainsthim

Him:"go"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"phuma"

Igotupandwalkedtothedoor...btIcouldn'tgetout.

Ndemaforafewminutes



Him:"alivulekielicango"?

Iturnedandlookedathim

Me:"IknowyousaidImustn'tgetinvolvedbutyou

knowwhat,thankyouforshowingmetherealyou

ekudalandixelelwangaye.HereIwas,beinginyour

corner,rootingforyou,tryingtoprotectyourinterests

butunguBeastmoswena?Youdon'tneedtobe

protectedbyme,whoamItoprotectyoukhona?

Wellmamelakendodatakealookaround,pointjust

onepersonwho'sgotyourbackmorethanIdo!I

disobeyedmybrother'sordersandadviseforyou,I

knowIforgaveyousadlulanakulontobutfactisI

lostmyfirstbabybecauseofyouandyourcrazy

babymama,whenyouwerestabbedhereIriskedmy

lifeandcametocheckonyou"

Hegroanedekulakona...

Me:"Iwelcomedandacceptedyourchildrenasmy



ownndigezelwangoonina,Iriskedmylifeandhealth

andgotpregnantforyouagainandIknowyounever

askedmeto,itwasbothourcarelessness.Iforgave

youwhenyoucheated,Iopenedyoureyeswhen

Chloeandyourbrotherplayedyou,IexposedGudda

k'qalaandI'mdoingitagain,nowyouknowthateven

XandOceanareperpertratorsthankstomemahn!"

Ididn'tseehimgetup,Ijustsuddenlyfelthisstrong

handonmyneck,Myfacewasamess,tearsand

runnynosedominating

Him:"SHUT.THE.FUCK.UP.BeforeIdosomething

wewillbothregret"

Hehadpinnedmeagainstthedoorbutthegrip

wasn'ttight,Icouldstillmove

Me:"Forfuck'ssakeNtandoIamtheonlyperson

whohasgotyourbackwhycan'tyouseethat?Iam



theonlypersonwhoisstillinyourcorner,awuy'boni

wenalontoHuh"?

Icouldfeelhishandtighteningabitaroundmyneck

ndenyukangocangosquealingkancinci...

Me:"uyand...krwitshaNtando"

Hecameclosetomyearandwhisperedinmyear...

Him:"Isaidshutup.Ifyoudon't,Iwillhelpyouto"

ThankGodsomeoneknockedrightthen,heletgoof

mehissingandthenhewenttothebathroom.I

wipedmyface,tookadeepbreathandopenedthe

doorndagangwabubusobukaX

Me:"nowisnotagoodtime"

X:"ohsorry,ndcelazuxeleleiKinguthuRangerhe

hasbeencallinghim"



Me:"sho"

X:"an-"

Iclosedthatdoorrightthen,Idon'thavetimefor

pretendersandhypocrites.Histabletrang,Iwentto

checkwhothecallerisandpickedupsinceinguMo.

Hetoldmehe'sreadyforustogo,yhondathatha

izintozamngathindigxothiweandwenttoputthem

inthecar.WhenIwasdoingthelastrunonthe

luggagendafikauNTANDOemebythewindow

Him:"askKuhletodriveyoutotheairport"

Me:"mh"

Itookmythingsandmykids,askedKuhletodrive

meandabisatshonakomamabandiyahambainto

endisurengayoisthatmynannyandmykidsare

withme.Thetriptotheairportwasaquiet

one,safikaphaboardedandwenthome.Islept

throughouttheflightIonlywokeupwhenFatssaid



wehadlanded,Ijustcalledacabandittookus

home...ndathathaabantwanabamandwenttomy

room,lockedusintherendabalalisathenndalala.

Wewokeupthreehourslater,Ubawashungry

und'vusengempamaeshushundaphaphama

nd'caphukaIfeltlikeslappingthelightsouttahim.

Me:"ufuzeuy'hlokak'bimaanwena"

Him:"mamamutsa"

Me:"mxm"

Itookhimandwentdownstairsndamenzelaukutya

andfedhim.Hemeltedmyheart,hewasmaking

cuteconversationsthroughoutthefeedingwade

wayogqibaukutya.WhenhewasdoneImadefood

forhisbrotherthenpreparedsupperandmazuphiu

FatsbutIpracticallydidn'tcarengalamzuzu.I

dishedup,tookmyfood,Uve'sfoodandmychild

upstairssafikaesalele.Iwenttolookformyphone

inmybagandsawquitealotofmissedcallsbutI



onlyreturnedekaMarcus,Iwasstillscaredof

Ntando

Him:"finally,hoegaanditmetjou"?

Me:"I'mokay"

Him:"areyousure?Beasttoldmeeverything"

Me:"I'mfineMarc"

Him:"heissorrybabygirl,Iknowyousawanother

sideofhimthatyou'veneverseenbeforeandit

scaredyoubutbelieveme,heissorry"

Me:"howcanyouspeakforhimwhenhealmost

strangledme?You'resupposedtobeonmyside

broer"

Him:"IamonyoursideTrina,I'malwaysonyourside"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Him:"arethekidsasleep"?

Me:"yes,goodnight"

Him:"I'llcallyouagaintomorrow"



Me:"I'llbeatwork"

Him:"inthemorning"

Me:"kay"

Ihungup,changedintosleepwearandchangedboth

mysonsndavusandatyisauUvelilesahlala

sancokolaniuntiltheyfellasleepagainthenIjustlay

there.EverytimeIclosedmyeyesIwouldsee

Ntando'sangryface,hisbloodshoteyes,theveins,

thesmashedmirror,thecutsinhishand,themirror

piecesscatteredallovernearthebed...Hisanger

stuckoutthemost.Icouldn'tunderstandwhyhe

wasangrywithme...Iwantedtounderstandit,I

reallydidbutasmuchasItried,Icouldn't.Ididn'tsee

myselfatfaultatall,Iwastherighteousonehere...

UntilIrememberedthatkwakuqalaIwastoldtonot

interfere.Thatwasmymistake.Interfering.AsIwas

thinking,tearswererollingdownmycheekswetting

mypillowonbothsides.Past12midnight,Icould

hearmyphoneringingbutIdidn'twannatalkto

anyone...Ijustwantedtobeleftalone.Itriedmy



besttoignorethecallerbuthewassopersistant,I

tookthephoneandlookedatthescreenmyheart

brokeintoamillionpieces.Thetimendisabela,

besendinesingqala

Icouldn'tsayhello,Ididn'twannasayhello

Him:"baby"?

ButuNtandous'thathaphiisibindisokuthibabyafter

almostsuckinglifeoutofme?

Him:"Iknowyou'rescaredofmerightnow,Idon't

blameyouIjustwanttosayI'msorryaboutearlier,I

didn'tmeantotakeoutmyangeronyou.I'mreally

sorry"

Isniffed...

Me:"scaredofyou?Youhavenoideawhatyou're

talkingabout"



Iwasnowrelivingthatmoment,Icouldn'tstop

wonderingwhetherhewouldhavereallystrangled

meifXhadn'tknocked?Fearingtheanswertothat

questionbroughttearstomyeyes,andthatbitter

lumpinmythroat

Him:"Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay"

Me:"youdon'tknowwhatIwantyoutosay?Niqqa

haveyounoshame?Noguiltinside?youalmost

strangledmeforChristsakeNtando"

Him:"babyndcelauxolo"

Me:"noI'msorry.I'msorry,forlovingyou"

Him:"don'tsaythat"

Me:"Ihavetogo,Ihaveworktomorrow"

Ihungup.

Ndazamaulalakunzimaphof.Ek'senIwokeupand

preparedforwork,Fatswasupalreadymaking

porridgeformysonsndahambandaphangela.When



IgottoworkIrecievedacallfromSihle

Me:"Sihle"?

Him:"hey,unjani"

Me:"ndirightunjanwena"

Him:"ndisharp,nilelekak'hle"

Me:"eweSihle"

Him:"Iwasjustcheckingonyouakhonto"

Me:"thankyou,butI'mokay"

Him:"sharpke,enjoyyourday"

Me:"youtoo"

Iworkedthroughouttheday,throughouttheweek

andthroughoutthemonthnosignofuNtando.I

couldn'tmakeoutwhetherhewasavoidingmeorhe

wasdoingafollowuponwhatIlefthimwith,some

daysIwouldreturnfromworkandhearhecalledto

checkonhissonsandthatwouldhurtmeinsome



waycozItookitasakand'khathalelangamnaallhe

caredaboutwerehissons,ndamyekakenam.Some

daysImissedhim,histouch,hislaugh,hisscentand

mostlyjusthispresence.AfterabouttwomonthsI

heardtherewasbloodwarinCapeTown,Iheard

ndisemsebenzinifromotherprovinciallawyerswho

apparentlyhadclientsinthatbattlezone.ThatdayI

couldn'twork...Iknockedofbyteatimendafika

endliniandcalledNtandoyangenakuvoicemail,I

calledMarcussamething,Ranger,GuddaandevenX

zonkezitshokuvm.Ipanickedandpacedupand

downmyroom,IcalledLwandisokubaeseKapaohI

thankedthegoodLordwhenhepickedupafterone

ring

Him:"bheyibhi"

Me:"hey,uphi"?

Him:"ndisendlini,whydoyousoundanxious,uright"?

Me:"andikhorightchap,IthinkuNtandoisindanger

whenlastdidyouspeaktohimorseehim"?

Him:"errhithasbeenawhile,ndigqibelekdalakwa



uphumaaphamna"

Me:"Gosh!WorsehisphoneisonvoicemailI'vebeen

callinghim"

Him:"yhooo...nowthatyoumentiondanger,Ithink

ngaboababenzaudusheyazkweliKapaMtase"

Me:"udushelwantoninaSoso"

Him:"okay,don'tovereactnehbutthere'sbeena

bloodwarheresinceyesterdayapparentlykeits

somegangsta's"

Me:"ohGod!Okay,sharp"

Ihungupesathetha

ItriedNtandoagaininvain.ItriedGudda,nix.Isatin

thatroomnotknowingwhattodobutlaterturnedon

thetvandwatchednewshopingtosee

something,atleastalilbroadcastonthematterbut

nix...AgainItriedNtandobutnothing.

Idranktwocapsulesandgotinbedndalala,after



fourhoursofsleepIwaswokenupbyMarcus

callingtjohIjumpedupandanswered

Me:"Marcareyouokay?I'vebeencallingyou,where

isyourphone?Whereareyou?DudeI'vebeenworr-"

Him:"hey,heyI'mokay.Slowdown"

Iwasbreathingheavely

Me:"MarcusIcan'tgetholdofNtando,haveyouseen

him?Pleasetellmehe'sokay"

Him:"he'sfine,he'sjustabittoopreoccupied.He'll

callyouwhenhehasachance"

Me:"areyousurehe'sokay?Marcpleasetellmethe

truth,asseblief"

Him:"eksêmosheisfine,tellyouwhat,I'lltellhimto

callyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"sharp"



Hehungup,Iwaitedinanticipation.Ihadn'tseenmy

babiesandIwasn'tinastatetoseethem,Ijust

neededtoknowifdaddyisreallyfine.Fifteen

minutespassedandthisniggawasn'tresponding...I

gotuptogotothebathroommyphonerangsendi

half-wayIranbacktothebedandpickeditup

Me:"baby"?

Him:"yourbrothersaysyou'reworried.Ndigrand

otherwise"

Me:"butwhydidn'tyoureturnmycalls?Doyouknow

I'vebeenworriedsickNtando?Akwehlinokutyakum

yetyouhadtowaitforMarcustotellyouhow

worriedIamforyoutoreturnmycalls?Ihadtohear

emsebenziniaboutsomebloodwarsinCapeTown

gqibaallyourphonesareoff"?

Icouldhearhimreleasealongbreath...



Him:"ndithendigrand,andyazkeleyongehlikokutya

bandizoy'thinimna"

Me:"mxm,akhontoikukhathalelawenakanjan"

Him:"takecareofmykids.Andyourself.Sharp"

Hehungup.

IlookedatthescreenandsmiledathowstupidIfelt.
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Isatinthatpositionforafewminutesfiguringwhat

justhappend:/toldmyselftogetoverit.

***

AfterthreemonthsNtandocameback,without

tellinganyonephof.Ijustreturnedfromworkand

foundhimplayingintheloungewithhissons,I

couldn'tlookhimintheeye,IguessIwasstillangry



withhimsoIjustwalkedthroughtomybedroom

ndakhululaandwenttobath.OgqibakwamIwore

mypj's,tookmylaptopsatonmybedandstartedon

mywork.WhenIleftworkIwaslookingforwardto

goinghome,havingahomecookedmealandjust

havingabubblymomentwithmysonsbefore

rockingthemtobed.Butnowthathewashere,all

thatwentdownthedrain.Iburiedmyselfinmywork

untilIheardthemcomingintotheroom...

Him:"nankumamawabantu"

Hecametoputhissonsonthebed,immediately

Ubabalocamecrawlingtomylaptop.Itookitand

gotoffthebedcollectingmydocumentsthatwere

scatteredallaroundandacrossthebed,woremy

slippersthentookmyphoneandheadedforthe

door

Him:"haiboS'bongile"



Ndaphumamnaandwentstraighttothestudyand

finishedoffmyworkthere,whenIwasdoneIwentto

makemyselfteandatyanerusks.Ntandowalked,I

wasn'tgonnastopeatingandgototheotherroom

ngenxayakhe...kwam?Soze!

Him:"yourfoodisintheoven"

Iignoredhim

Hecametositacrossmewand'jonga,Ijustlooked

aheadanddrankmyteainsilence

Him:"forhowlongwillyoukeepquiet?"

Ijustdidnotwanttotalk...atall

Him:"S'bongilendiyathetha"



Myphonerang,takaGudda-_-ndsabeleonly

becauseIwantedadistractionfromthisguyinfront

ofme...

Me:"low"

Him:"unjani"

Me:"I'mwellunjaniwena"

Him:"I'mgood,myguessisthatyouheard"

Me:"about"?

Him:"yourbrother"

Me:"whatabouthim"?

Him:"Ithoughthewouldhavealsocalledyou,he's

beenatthehospitalsinceamonthago"

IlookedatNtando,Ijustknewhehadsomethingto

dowiththis.GuessIshouldbethankfulhedidn'tkill

him,judgingbytheamountofangerhehadwhenI

lastsawhimbutItoldmyselfandizombuzatuu

Ntando,he'lltellmexaefuna.



Me:"I'msurehe'soutbynow"

Him:"he'snot,what'sworseisthatthesepeoplewho

puthimintherehaveburntdownhisbusinessesas

well"

Me:"mmmh"

Him:"that'sallyou'regoingtosay,mmmh?Thisis

yourbrotherS'bongile"

Me:"whatdoyouwantmetosaykanti?Thoseare

therepurcussionsofthelifehe'sliving,butI'msure

youknowthatverywell"

Him:"youknowthatyouarenotsafetooright"?

Me:"thankyouforremindingme"

Him:"ifBeastcandothattoyourfleshandblood

withoutthinkingtwicewhatmoreofyouwholivesin

thesamehouseashim"?

Me:"Ibelievehe'sstillbreathing,right"

Him:"ohsothatjustifiesit"

Me:"ufunandithinike"?

Him:"ndifunauphumekulerelationshipmtanamkwa



ngokuusakwaziyo,thatmanisdangerous.Takeit

fromme,IhavebeeninhislevelbeforeIknowwhatI

amtakingabout"

IlookedatNtando...

Ndaphakamaandwentbacktothestudy,locked

myselfinsideandtookadeepbreath

Me:"we'vebeenthroughthisbefore,ItoldyouIcan't

leavehim"

Him:"youcan'toryouwon't"

Me:"Idon'twantto,besidehimbeingmyfiancéand

thefatherofmychildrenIlovehim.Ireallydo,

inzimalentoundicelayonaIdon'twannalie"

Him:"itisforyourowngoodmtanam,andIwouldn't

callthatthingyouhavelove.Infactuation

maybe,gangstasdon'tlove,theydon'tfallinlove

mtanam,theyplaywithpeople'sfeelingsandIdon't

wantthattohappentoyou"

Me:"ifyouwereabletofallinlovewithGudda'smom



thenwhydoesitseemimpossibleforhimtofall

inlovewithme"?

Him:"itwasnevereasyangakuxelelanaye,doyou

wannagothrougheverythingshewentthrough?I

wouldn'twantmyownchildgoingthroughwhatIput

herthrough"

Ijustkeptquiet,hecontinuedtalkingandtalkinguntil

Ntandoknocked

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"justthinkaboutwhatI'msaying,youhavea

brightfutureaheadofyoudon'tjinxit"

Me:"kay"

Igotup,openedthedoorwangenauNtando

ndaphumamna,Iwentstraighttoourroomandhe

followed



Him:"S'bongile"?

Iclosedthecurtains

Him:"S'bongilekhandihoye"

Itookadoekandtiedmyhair

Him:"Naliqueplease"

Iremovedmyslippersandgotinbed,hesatnextto

me

Him:"babymahn,areyougoingtopunishmengale

silenttreatment"?

IpluggedheadsetsandlistenedtomusicuntilIfell

asleep,Iamnotverysureifhesleptbutndivuke

ekseniehleliIpreparedforworkandwenttocheck

onFatimahercottagewaslockedndabuyelaendlini

andcalledher

Her:"hellomadam"

Shesoundedasleep

Me:"hiccthereareafewthingsI'dlikeyoutodofor

me,uphi"?



Her:"heee,utatakhewamawelesaidIshouldvisitmy

family.Didn'thetellyou"?

Me:"soyoumeanyou'reinJoburgrightnow"?

Her:"ewesisi,I'msorryIthoughtyouknew"

Me:"don'tworryaboutit,utheuzobuyaninikengok"?

Her:"aftertwoorthreeweeks,utheuzand'founela"

Me:"okaykesisi,enjoy"

Her:"enkosi"

Ihungup,IwasfumingbutIcontainedmyself.I

wasn'tgonnagivehimthesatisfaction.Itooka

stickiepadandwrotedownallthethingsFatima

wasgoingtodoforme,leftmybankcardonthe

table,FatimaknowsmypinbutNtandodoesn'tso

uyozibonabauzoytholaphiorhe'llcallherIdon't

knowandleftforwork.AfterworkIheadedtothe

libraryjustforanhourofpeacefulworking,wentto

Spurandboughtmyselfribs,friedonionrings,extra

largefriesandgreeksaladthenheadedhome

ndafikakungekhomntu.



Ifreshenedupandsatonmybedndatya,hesent

Fatimahome?Thenhecandoherduties.WhenI

wasdonendangqengqaandcalledGudda

Him:"Trina"

Me:"uth'utatakhousehosy"

Him:"sendizophuma"

Me:"whathappened"?

Him:"I'drathernottalkaboutit"

Me:"mmh,sharpkendoda"

Him:"thankyouforcallingthough"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup.

Iheardacarpullupinthedrivewayndaz'lalisa:p

theyweretalkingandlaughingungenakwabountil

theycametothebedroomband'khwaza-_-asheput



themonthebedUvepulledthecoverandkissedmy

nose,Iopenedmyeyesandsmiledathimhepulled

hisbrothernayewazophuzaumamakhe

Uba:"mamam"

Me:"phuz'mamakho"

Theybothkissedmeatthesame

time,band'ncokolelalontoingavakaliyoIhadtositup

coztheybothwerepullingtohaveapieceofme.

Theirdadhadwentshoweringsothatgavemea

momenttoenjoywhatevertheyweretellingme...He

cameoutandlotionedhisbodyinfrontofusbutwe

didn'tpayanyattentionwejustlaughedatoursilly

conversationsuntilhespokeup

Him:"weateoutandbroughtyourown,its

downstairs"

Me:"batyentonabantwanaout"?

Him:"batyechildfriendlyfoodcummon"



Ididn'tbelievethis,Ifelttheirstomach,zipatyupatyu

kodwakuthwabahluthi?Heh!

Me:"thesekidsarehungrynjeNtando"

Him:"butbebetyilenjebaby"

Me:"mxm"

Igotoutofthebedandwenttomakethem

porridge,hefollowedandstoodattheentrance

Him:"youknowitcouldhelpusbothifyoucouldjust

saywhateveritisyou'resayinginside"

Me:"soyouactuallyleftthekidsalonebe

phez'kwebhedi"?

Him:"abazokuwa"

Me:"usure"?

Him:"ndcelauthethe,expressthefeelingsyouhave



bottledup"

Me:"uyipsychologistmvanje?Khand'yekemfethu"

Itookthebowlandwenttofeedmykids,lendoda

followedbehindme.Okoethethangokndityisa

abantwanandadendabalalisakwicotandwentback

tobed

Him:"howlongareyougoingtoignoreme"?

Me:"foraslongasIwant"

Him:"don'tyouthinkthat'sabitpathetic"?

Me:"what'sreallypatheticisyouNtando,IguessI

havetolearnnottocatchfeelingskulerelationship"

Him:"whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Me:"youeithersuckatplayingdumboryou'rejust

plaindumb"

Him:"uthiniS'bongile"?

Me:"youstrangledmeremember"?



Him:"almost"

Me:"you'renotgonnadenyit?Heeeyouhavesome

nerve,gqibakwakhowand'phoxandamanzindine

worryngaweandthenyoucomeheremonthslater

expectingmetojumpupanddown?Aw'guli

perhaps"?

Him:"okay,Iamsorry"

Me:"nowthat'sgood.Besorry,uberongo,uright

kengokubesorrymntanomtu"

Him:"nowyou'rebeingsarcastic,Ireallyamsorry"

Me:"Iheardyouthefirsttime,itssuchapityIhadto

tellyouurongo.Umdalaunjeyoudon'tknowwhen

you'rewrongbutthenagainyouaretheboss.Good

night"

Him:"sisathethanjebabe"

Me:"differencebetweenmeandyouisthatyouare

onvacation,Ihaveworktomorrow"

Wathulaandgotinbed,Isleptonmysideofthebed

untilthemorningndavukaengokhoaphebhedinibut



Icouldheartherewassomeoneinthebathroom.I

walkedintherewancuma,hehadrunmeabathso

theminuteIwalkedinhetookmyhandandledme

tothebathndangena,ndsedombakwenzekantoni

heleftmethere.

BythetimeIcameout,myclotheswereonthebed

ironed,Ismeltbaconndancumasecretly.Nowthis

washisownwayofapologizingandatthisrateI

wasn'tgonnastophim,Imightaswelljustenjoyitso

Itookoutmynotsodirtyclotheswhichmadea

gruesomepile.AftergettingdressedItookmy

bags,walkeddownthestairsandfoundhimin

boxersandanapron

Him:"hey,goodmorning"

Me:"hey,ndcelauxeleleusisFatsandvasele

ezampahlandiz'khethilezisecaleni"

Him:"aboutthat....Isentherhome,justforaweekor

twoahlalenefamilyyakhe"

Me:"ooh,butyounevertoldme..sowhowilldoher

choreskengok"?



Him:"Icandoafew,butnoteverythingbaby"

Me:"okay,butenyeieverythingizokwenziwanguban

babycozmnaandikhothewholeweekandsome

errandscan'twaitfortheweekend"

HegavemebreakfastIsatdownndatya

Him:"sizobonaastimegoesmamakhe"

Me:"thankyouforbreakfast"

Him:"mypleasure.AmIforgivennow"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Iatefinishndathathazintozamandheadedforthe

door

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"ogqibakwakhowhateveryouwillbedoingpls

defrostthebeefinthebottomdrawer,alongwiththe



mixedveg"

Him:"mh,mmkay"

Me:"akakhalazikeusisFats"

Him:"and'khalazinam"

Me:"mmmh,seeyouguyslater"

Him:"later"

Ileftandwenttowork,evenbeforelunchtimeI

recievedadozenoffreshwhiterosesalongwith

chocolates.S'busiso,mycolleaguereadthecardout

loud:

"ToourQueen

Haveawonderfulday

Weloveyou

N"

Iwasblushingastheentireofficeoozedatthat,I

grabbedmyflowersandlookedforavase.
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WhenIcouldn'tfindthevaseIjustgaveCindythe

flowersbutkeptmychocolates,workcontinuedas

usualuntilknockofftime,whilepackingmystuffI

receivedacallfromElizabeth-_-youknowwhenyou

haveyourownlifedramagoingonthenyouhave

thosepeoplewhoarejustanuisancein

life...generally.IttookacouplemoreringsbeforeI

evenattemptedtopickup,btthenIdecidedtopick

uponceigotinsidemycar...

Me:"Liz"

Her:"hey,Ihavebeencallingyou"

Me:"Iknow"

Her:"oh,youjustpracticallyignoredmethiswhole

time"?

Me:"Elizabeth,whydidyoucallme"?

Her:"whyareyoubeingrude"?



Me:"becauseIdon'thavetimetohaveachitchat

withyouokay?Justsaywhatyouwannasayand

leavemethehellalone!Gosh"

Ithinkshewasshockedathowmytonecame

acrosscozshesuddenlyfellintosomesortof

unbearablesilenceforafewseconds

Me:"ifyoudon'ttalk,I'mhangingupokay"

Her:"plsdon't"

Me:"goodnowtalk,what'sup"?

Iwasnowapproachingmyhouse...

Her:"Ineedyourhelp.IknowIhaven'tbeenthebest

sisterin-lawbutIreallyneedyourhelp.Icaught

Marcuscheatingonme,countlesstimesIconfronted

himbutheisnotbackingdownevennow"

Me:"wegetcheatedoneverydayLiz,what'snewnow"?



Her:"thatstilldoesn'tmakeitrightthough"

Me:"Iknowbuttruthremains,wedategangstaswho

probablyhavegirlfriendsalloverthiscontinent."

Her:"youknowIthoughtEvewasthebitterone,I

honestlythoughtyouwouldunderstandsinceweare

inthesamelaneinthislovegame"

Me:"Istilldon'tknowwhyyoucalledme,Marcusis

myolderbrotherandIdon'tgetinvolvedinhislove

life"

Her:"you'vechangedyouknow"

Me:"itscalledgrowthElizabethsomeofusgo

throughitincaseyouskippedit,notthatitmatters

kuwecozyoujustneedacceptance"

Her:"acceptance?Towhat"?

Me:"eitheryouacceptyourlivelihoodorchangeit,I

don'tknowhowbutthat'suptoyou"

Shemusthavebeenthinkingaboutthiscozshewas

silent,ndabesend'fikanasendlini



Her:"maybeyou'reright"

Me:"IknowIamrightbutIhavetogo"

Her:"okay,thankyouforlistening"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup,turnedofftheignitionandlaymyheadon

theheadrestofmychairandbreathed.Yho,such

dramathough?Like,Ihavemydislikestowardsher.

Infactwehaveourdifferencesbutstillukhetha

uxelelamnabekhonaoKeriwhoareperfectandwho

haveaperfectrelationshipandperfectlifeasa

whole.ThoughIdidn'twannagiveLizammunition,I

knewherpainverywellcozI'vebeentherebutIdon't

goaroundtellingpeopleingxakizamI'dratherdiein

silencecozonceyoutellumntuyourproblems

ujikelabehindyourbackandlaughatyou.AsIsat

thereIclosedmyeyescabandiyendalala...Iwas

wokenupbyNtandobangingonmywindows,Irolled

onewindowdownndamjongaandIwassuremy

eyeswereredcozithadbeenawhile



Me:"uzokwephulafestilezamfondin"

Him:"ulaleleniwenaemotweni"

Me:"I'mnotsleepingbabeI'mjustthinking"

Him:"khaw'phumeemotwenibabeman"

Iwaskindaconfusedathisreactionbut

ndaphuma,lockedmycarandgavehimmylaptop

bagndaphathaipurseyamwefollowedeachother

inside.Ididn'tevenshowerIjustundressedandgot

underthecoversndazigquma,hecameinand

openedasmallgapkwezingubowand'kroba

Him:"ntwanayam"

Me:"hm.mhhm.mh"

Him:"ugrand"?

Me:"ndigrandIjustneedanap"

Him:"oh-kay"



Heleftmeandwentdownstairs,Idranktwotablets

andfellintoadeeppeacefulsleep.Aboutthreeor

fourhourslaterintothenightIheardmyphone

ascendinginvibrationandwhenitstartedtoringit

soundedlikeitwasfaraway,thattookmefurther

intomysleepuntilIsnappedandrealizedthatmy

phonewasreallyringing...

Me:"mh"?

Her:"chomi"

Me:"Amanda"

Her:"Trina,chomithey...OhmyGod!Ineedyourhelp.

They...uX...Yho...I'mindeepshit"

Isatup,rubbedmyeyesandyawned...Thatmoment

IrealizedBaehadn'tbeeninbed.

Me:"Amanda,youarenotmakingsenseokay"

Shestartedsobbing...Terribly

Me:"andikuvakengok"



Iwaitedforhertocryfinishthenwathetha

Her:"uX...they...theyshotX,aphendlini.Yho

and'soyiki"

Me:"yho,washeinafight?Andwho'sthey"?

Her:"hewasn'tinafightokoebehlelinathi

aphendlini,Idon'tknowwhotheguyswereIonlysaw

shadowswhentheywererunningaway"

Me:"wait,youweretherewhenhegotshotbutyou

didn'tcallforhelp?Nordidyougettoseetheir

faces"?

Her:"theymusthaveusedasilencerorsomething

cozakhangendibavetu"

Me:"ihopeyoucalledthepolice,hisfriendsandor

family"

Waphindawakhala-_-Ihadtowaitagain,andIwas

gettinghungrybytheminute



Her:"IcalledOcean,hesaidIshouldn'tinvolvethe

police...Ijustdon'tknowwhattodonow"

Me:"oh,thentakehimtothehospitalkaloku"

Her:"youdon'tgetitdoyou?Heisdead!Trina,my

boyfriendwasshotdead,he'scorpseisstillherein

ourapartment"!

Me:"tchiniAmanda,Iamnofreakenmorticianfondini

howthehellamIsupposedtohelpyouworsendise

Bhayimna"

Her:"Idon'tknow..."

Me:"nontombi,eitheryoucallabantubakokwaboor

yousleepinthesamehousewithadeadbody.

Akhontondizokuncedangayomna"

Her:"okay..."

Me:"I'llcallyouagainksasa"

Her:"okaychomi"

Tshini!

IgotoutofbedandwenttolookformyKing,found



himsnoringinthecouchtheTVstillonSupersport.I

lefthimandwenttolookforfood,ndatyelaekitchen

thenIwenttowakehimup,heblinkedafewtimes

thengotupandmadespacesoIcouldsitdown.

Him:"utyile"?

Me:"yeah,whyulelapha"?

Him:"bend'ngalelangaIwasjustrestingmyeyes"

Hegotup,wenttothekitchenandcamebackwith

theicecreamtubandtwospoonswandinikamine

andtookhis.

Him:"uyaphangelangomso"?

Me:"and'phangelingeweekend"

Him:"canwegotoJo'burg"?

Me:"entweni"?

Him:"justtounwind,weneedabreak,youneeda



breather"

Me:"ifyouwantabreakthenhamba,sigrandthina

apha"

Him:"babyplsdon'tbelikethis,I'mtryinghere"

Me:"kuzothiniwhenyougettiredoftrying?What

then"?

Him:"canyouplsbeopenmindedaboutthis?Iknow

Iwillalwaysmakemistakes,actoutofangerand

maybehurtyouinsomewaybutokwangoku

ndiyaphindandiyaxolisa,Iwasangryokay.Iwas

betrayedbythepeopleItrustedwithmylifeandto

topitallIneversuspectedanything,Ifeltweak

especiallyinmyownfield"

Ndatyaiicecreamlena...

Him:"whenyoushowedmethosedocuments,Iwas

angrythatIhavechangedyouwithoutnoticingit.

Youwereneverlikethis,Iwasangrywithmyself.I

stillam."



Me:"anditshintshwanganguwemna"

Him:"babyyougrewupwell,yonkelentouyenze

ngoskeudibanenam.AndIamsorry"

Me:"likeIsaid,ifyouwantabreakyoucangobreath

inJo'burgmnanabantwanabamsirightapha"

Him:"mmh"

Satyaiicecreaminsilence.

Me:"Xwasshotdeadinhisflatafewhoursago"

Whathula...

Me:"butIguessyoualreadyknewthat"

Hejustcontinuedeatingtheicecream...



Me:"youcouldhaveatleastconsideredhissonyou

know"

Him:"soyou'reactuallyinsinuatingthatIkilledhim"

Me:"cummon,itwouldn'tbefarfetched"

Him:"soyouthinkIactuallyflewwithmykidsto

CapeTown,killedXandflewbackndazozilalisakule

couch"

Me:"didyou"?

Him:"yougivemetoomuchcreditbabybutthat'sa

goodthing,showshowmuchyoubelieveinme"

Me:"youknowthisisnotaboutyouright?Itsabout

umtanakaXongazobanatataallofasudden"

Him:"Ihavethreesonsandadaughter,andiyazkeba

ndingenaphikuletheoryyakho"

Me:"lookmeintheeyeandtellmeyouhadnothing

todowiththis"

Helookedatme,straightintheeyeballs

Him:"IhadnothingtodowithX'sdeath"



Ibreathed...

Him:"doyoubelievemenow"

Me:"Idon'tknowifIshould,butyes.Fornow"

Him:"hm"

Waphakamaandwentupstairs,Itooktheicecream

tubandputitbackintothefreezerthenIwent

upstairsandgotinbedwaitingforhimtocomeout

oftheshower...hecameoutandcametobed

Me:"I'msorryIdidn'tbelieveyou"

Him:"waterunderthebridge"

Me:"IwasgonnatakethekidsoutngomsosinceI

haven'tbeenspendingmuchtimewith

then,singahambasonkeifyou'rekeen"

Him:"youreallydon'twannagotoJo'burg"?



Me:"ha.ana.Wehaveeverythingweneedhere"

Him:"okay,I'llgowithyallononecondition"

Me:"youhavenogroundforconditions,don'tpushit"

Him:"yesma'am"

Wegotinbedandfellintodeeppersonalthoughts.

YouknowIwantedtoaskhimmoreaboutthisX

thingcozIknewdeepdownthathehadahandin

this,butIcouldn'tputmorestraintomyrelationship

thanwealreadyhave.ButwhydidIfeelguiltythen?

MaybeitsbecauseIamtheonewhosnitchedon

them...IcouldhavebeenthereasonwhyAxolile

doesn'thaveadad,Amandadoesn'thaveaboyfriend

buthereIamwantingtokiss,cuddleandmakelove

tothesamemanwhocouldhavekilledX.

Irecievedacallfromaprivatenumber,Ilearntalong

timeagonottoanswerprivatecallssoIlookedat

Ntandondamnikaiphone,hepressedtheanswering

button,putthephoneonloudspeakerwayijongisa

kum



Me:"hello"

Her:"amItalkingtoTrina"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"howdoyousleepatnight?"

Me:"excuseme"

Her:"youhavenoshamenalandodayakhoyebhongo

nizenzaipowercoupleyobubhanxa,Idon'tgivea

fuckwhetherhe'saganglordorgangstaIdon'tcare.

Thinawehavetosuffer,playhideandseekallthe

timecozsoyikaukufawhileyourestonyourman

everynight!Jongakenono,mnaandingoAmandaI

willnotwatchmymandiegqibandithule.I'vebeen

throughalotwithOceanandIwillnotwatchhimlive

lifelikeachicken"

Me:"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyou'retellingmeall

ofthis"

Her:"Iwantyoutotellthatanimalyoucalla

boyfriendthatifhedaregoesaftermyman,Iwill

havetheentireWesternCaperiphimintopieces"



IlookedatNtando...

Him:"uviwendim"

Her:"oohcrap,taBeast"?

Me:"wellmessagedeliveredIguess,thankyoufor

calling"

Ihungupmyphone...Ntandojustclosedhiseyes

andexhaled.Iputmyphoneawayandlookedatthe

ceiling,deepdownagainIknewifOceanisstillalive

thispresentmomentthenksasasizovukakuthethwa

enyinto.Ntandoisonemanwhodoesn'ttake

instructionworsekengokthisunfriendlyandvery

unwelcomeinstructioncamewithinsultsthathe

heardstraighton,undilutedinsults.Partofmefelt

sorryforherbutpartofmefeltmorescaredthan

sorrycozIhavehadaglimpseoftheBeastandI

didn'tlikeit.Thechillhewasonrightnowwas

sendingchillsupmyspine.
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Ihadtodrinkmyanxietypillstogotosleep,Iwasso

darnfreakedoutyilentoyonkegoodthingIwasn't

goingtoworkthefollowingday.

InthemorningIwokeuptofindmyselfaloneinthe

room,Imadethebed,openedwindowsthenwent

downstairsbuttherewasnooneinthehouseand

thatmademepanic,Iranbackupstairstofetchmy

phonethencalledhim...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"niphina"?

Him:"siseback,phuma"

Therelief.

Ihungupandwentbackdownstairs,outtheback

doorndababonaatthefarendofthebackyard

bedlalaibhola.Whenmykidssawmetheystarted



runningtowardsmeleavingtheirdadwiththeball,I

kneltdownandhuggedthemfordearlifethenwe

walkedovertowheretheirdadwassahlalaphantsi

hejoinedwand'jonga

Him:"uphakuphaku"

Me:"doyoublameme"

Him:"ItoldyouIhadnothingtodowithitnjebaby"

Me:"Iwanttobelieveyoutoo,ifonlyIhadn'tgiven

youthatinfo"

Him:"don'tstressyourselfovernothingokay,Ihaven't

usedthatinfoandI'mnotplanningtouseitanytime

soon"

Me:"sowhathappenedtoGudda?wasthata

coincidence"?

Him:"nobaby,thatonewasanunfortunateaccident,I

thinkthepolicearestillinvestigatingthat"

Whatwastheuseofarguingwithhim?Hehadevery



answertoeveryquestionIthrewhisway,whenhe

sawthatIhadstoppedinterrogatinghimhepassed

meafruitbowl,yoghurtandspoonndazgalelela

ndatya.Myheartalongwithonehalfofmyhead

didn'twannabelievethatthisman,myman,wasand

isavulturebuthalfofmyheadgavemewarning

bells...whoeverlistenedtotheirheadsthough?

Especiallywhentheheartwantswhatitwants.Iate

afewspoonsofthishealthybreakfastwhilethinking

overthesethings...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"hm"

Him:"ucingaphi"?

Me:"morelikend'cingantoni"

Him:"ucingantonikeke"

Hissonswereplayingnotveryfarawayfromus,I

madeamoveonhim,kissedhislipsandlookedat

hiseyes



Him:"oh-kay"

Weresumedbacktothekissing...justalittlemore

intimatethanthefirstattempt

Me:"Iknowhowoddthiswillsoundbut,Ican'tseem

topicturemylifewithoutyou"

Him:"Iamnotgoinganywhere,Iknowsomedayyou

willdumpmebutyoumustknowndizokuthinca

okwekhalaneenkomeni"

Me:"that'snotaverynicepictureyou'repainting"

Him:"itscalledreality"

HekissedmebeforeIcouldutteranotherword,I

heldmybreath.Hishands,Imeanhisstrong

masculinehandsmovedacrossmybackasIsaton

oneofhislapsandkissedhimback.Atthebackof

myheadIreplayedwhatthatchicksaidlast

night,thattheyliveplayinghideandseekwhileIrest

onmymaneverynight...pitynoneofthatwastrue.



Ntandohasbeenhereforclosetothreemonthsif

I'mnotmistakenbutIhaven'tforonenightrested

myheadonhischest.Wehavebeenlivingintension

eversincehecamehere,reasonabletensionfuthi,that

showsbathere'snoperfectrelationshipwhatsoever

buttheupsidewasthathehadbeenbondingwith

hissonsmore,hemadeupforthetimehehadbeen

awayandhealwaysdoesthat,hemakessurehe

giveshiskidsenoughtimewiththeirdadevenSino

andOweknowthatverywell.

Ipulledawayfromthekiss,hebitthecornerofmy

bottomliphiseyeshalf-open

Me:"don'tgetoverexcitednow"

Him:"Ndiyak'thandafondinnd'zothiniungabiexcited"

Ifeltbutterfliesinmybelly...

Me:"doyouknowhowrealthatsoundswhenyousay

itinyourmothertongue"



Him:"itshouldsoundnotonlysoundrealbutfeelreal

too"

Ikissedhimagainthensatinfrontofhim,between

hislegsthecrownofmyheadrightunderhischin.

Hisarmsembracedmeaswesatandwatchedour

sonsplayingtogether...theseabreezeblowingmy

hair

Me:"buzoyothinieJo'burg"?

Him:"Ijustwantedtotakeyouout"

Me:"mmmh,wecanstillgooutnalaphaitsbeena

whilesincemykidswenttowatchmovies"

Him:"theylooklikethey'reenjoyingthemselvesright

here"

Me:"they'recomfortablebaby,theyneedtogetout

andmeetotherchildrenoftheirage"

Him:"masambenike"



Wegotup,hetookbothofthemandheadedinside.I

tookthemndabavasa,hefollowedrightafterthem

andbathedwhileIdressedthemwhenhewasdone

ndamshiyanabondayovasa.Wegotdressedin

almostsimilarclothing...thekidsworenavychino

shorts,v-neckshortsleevedt-shirts,denim

waistcoatsandthoseJordansneakersuncleSoso

bought.HeworeChinopants,samet-shirtand

sneakersthenIworewhiteskinnyjeanswith

matchingvest,navyRochekicksandaNYnavycap.

Weheadedouthimdrivingmycarcozhedidn'thave

anyformofvehiclehere,notthatheneededone

though.Wewenttowatchmoviesfirst,thenhe

suggestedwegotoBocadillosBakeryandCaféin

WalmerfortreatsbeforeIcouldprotestwewere

alreadyattheirparkinglot.Wegotoutandwalked

inside,welcomedwithnotonlybythesweetsmell

butbythebeautyandeleganceofthisplace.It

seemedchildfriendlyenough,weorderedlunchand

askedthewaitresstopackatakeawaydessertfor

thetwoofussancokolawhilehavingthelunch



Him:"I'vebeenthinking..."

Me"bout"?

Him:"lewayyelobola,andumakhuluisasking

questions"

Me:"youmeanshe'sputtingpressureonyou"

Him:"inawayyes"

Me:"wellyoucouldarrangewithmydad,I'mnotsure

ifhe'lllistentoyouthoughcoztheystillwantyou

awayfromme"

Him:"itsworthatry,ifabavumiuzothiniuoptiontwo"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkweshouldthinkaboutoptiontwo

beforeevenattemptingonoptionone"

Him:"maybePoloandLukecouldbeourfallback"

Me:"babe,khaw'qaleuzameutaBongs.Changehis

mindaboutyou,convincehim,makehimseethe

manIlove"

Him:"okay.I'llsendaletterndihambenoomalume

kenextweek"

Me:"soquick"?



Him:"haibomamakhewe'vebeenwaiting,itsnotthat

quick"

Me:"yeahwell...pitySosocan'thaveasayinthis

particularsituation"

Him:"yeah,butlemmetrymyluckthoughweboth

knowutatakhohatesmyguts"

Me:"withreason,Iguess"

Wecontinuedeating...

IknewmylastresponsehurthimbutIwasjust

beinghonest,notthatIagreewiththembutIknow

theydohavereasontohatehimbecausetheyare

selfish.AftereatingIfedbothmysons,hesettledthe

billthenweheadedhome.

AfterthreeweeksFatimareturnedcozNtandohad

leftaweekbefore,rightafterhehadsenthisuncleto

delivertheletter.HehadtobeinEastLondonforthe

negotiationsakheadlaneiindlebenabantuabakhulu

bakokwabo.Icontinuedwithmynormallife,Amanda



didn'ttellmenangomngcwabokaXbutIdidn'treally

carecozIwasn'tgonnaattendanyway.Timepassed

andNtandowasn'tfillingmeinonanythingsoI

figuredeverythingwasgoingsmoothlyontheother

side...AweekintothenextmonthIrecievedacall

fromSoso:D

Me:"Lwandi"

Him:"and'funinoteketiswanguwemna"

Me:"and'sakukhumbulibhey'bhi"

Him:"uqheleubaqhatha,mxm,howareyou?

Unqabile"

Me:"I'msurvivingmtase,justbusywithwork.You"?

Him:"I'mgreat,graduatedandgotaninternshipfor

nextyearinPortugal"

Me:"Portu-wha-?You'repullingmylegright"?

Him:"haha!I'mafraidnot,thatswhatyougetfor

beingatopstudent"

Me:"yho,uzond'shiyandedwaaphakengokmna"



Him:"ukhonautaBeastnjemtasefuthihehasa

privatejetsoifIgetafulltimejobyoucanalways

visit"

Me:"yhoshameuLindoyintoazoyithinile"

Him:"shesayssheunderstands,ifebegqibilenaye

ufundaebezohambabutke"

Me:"yhondizobalonelymtase"

Him:"youcanalwayscallnjemtase,andfor

now,ndingezakwakhoforaweek"

Me:"really"?

Him:"yeah,justverifywithyourmanthenI'llbethere"

Me:"akekhoandthere'snoneedtoverifywithhim

uzakumapha"

Him:"phantsikwalamekoyobasiyaziinjan

indodakhomtase,Idon'twantnonastysurprises"

Me:"butwhydoyouhavetomakehimouttobea

badperson"?

Him:"he'sbadduh,gangstasarebadincaseyou

forgotbut,that'snotwhatImeant"



Me:"startpackingke,Iwillcallhim"

Him:"surelovie"

WehungupIcalledNtando...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"mntuwakhe,unjan"

Him:"surviving,ninjannina"

Me:"siright,babeuSosoucelauzospenderaweek

withusbeforehegoestoPortugal"

Him:"whydoeshehavetoaskmypermissiontovisit

you"?

Me:"lentobendimbuzayonanam"

Him:"heh"

Me:"skippingthatone,how'severythinggoing?Are

youstillinEastLondon"?

Him:"yeahndselaphayourdadisgivingmeahard

time,butmyunclesareasstubbornasheisso



ndiyekelekubonam"

Me:"nyamezelaIguess"

Him:"aman'sgottadowhathegottado,bendiyaz

namakuzobaeasyconvincinghim"

Me:"sowho'stakingcareofbusiness"?

Him:"PolowenttoNigeronmybehalflastweekand

RangerisholdingthefortintheCapemyotherguys

arereportingeverythingsoakukabikhontoifuna

mna"

Me:"okayfillmeinwiththeproceedings"

Him:"ayt"

Me:"Iloveyou,weloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyoumore"

Me:"bye"

Wehungup

ThefollowingweekLwandisocalledtosayIshould

gopickhimup,Ihadtoleaveonteatimeandhe



wantedtogoseemyworkplaceIknewimmediately

thatas'phindisenzentophacozuzophazamisa

abantwanababantu.Onourwaythereheaskedme

todrivetotheflorist,heboughtpinkishlilliesthen

sahamba

Me:"Idon'trecallyouhavingfriendshere,uzaz'thini

eziflowers"?

Him:"you'llsee,sotellme,whoamongyour

colleaguesismorewelcomingtohandsomenikkas

likeme"?

Me:"you'llsee"

HetoldmeaboutthePortugalinternshipalltheway

safikaandhegotoutfirstwangenak'qala,asI

walkedclosertotheentranceIcouldhearablastof

laughterIsmiledtomyselfknowingly.Iwalkedin

andfoundeventheMDwasinstitcheswithSoso

beingthecenterofattention,Cindyhadthelilliesin

herhandsandshewasblushinguncontrollablyI

laughedmywaytomydesk...abazikwaSosoaba.I



pushedmyselftoworktilllunchtimethroughthat

noise

Me:"ntwana,masambe"

Him:"siyaphichap"?

Me:"itslunchtime"

Him:"ooh,doyoumindgoingalone?Cindyandher

friendsovertherehavealreadyofferedtotakeme

out"

Me:"oh,okay.Noakhoproblemaslongasyouknow

theyaremucholderthanyou"

Him:"bheyibhi,indodaindalanomattertheage"

Igaveupndamshiya,IcravedaMcDonaldschicken

wrap.Itookawalkoverthere,mademyorderand

calledLuu.Imissedhim:

Him:"heeeyyou"



Me:"you'restillcrazy"

Him:"you'restillserious"

Me:"howareyouLulu"

Heblurtedwithlaughter:)

Him:"I'mgreat,I'mgonnabeadaddy"

IfIwasn'teatingoutIswearIwouldhavescreamed

Me:"congratulationsbigboy,haveyoucheckedthe

genderyet?HowfarisSive"?

Him:"wewannabesurprisedsowearenotchecking

anything"

Me:"I'mgonnabeanauntagain?Wow,congrats

guys"

Him:"thankyousis,what'sgoingoninyourlife"?

Me:"erh...doesdramadescribeanythingtoyou"?

Him:"youandEvelynalwayshavesomesortof

dramainyourlivesthough"



Me:"haha!Iknowhey,wellNtandoiscurrentlytrying

tonegotiateformylobola"

Him:"that'sagoodthing,finallyaweddingtolook

forwardto"

Me:"butmynewlyfounddadhatesNtando'sguts

andIhearhe'sgivinghimahardtime"

Him:"itsgoodforamantoworkhard,evensufferfor

whathewantssothatwhenhefinallygetsithewill

treasureitandtakegoodcareofit"

Me:"Iguessthatmakessense"

Him:"don'tworryeverythingwillworkitselfout"

Me:"thankshey"

Him:"anytime"

Wehungupndatyailunchyam,gotacallfrom

Landile

Me:"Lelele"



Wavelawaphelayintsini

Him:"don'ttellmeyoustillrememberthatname"

Me:"Istillremembereverything"
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Him:"ourlongbeachwalks"

Me:"ourshoppings,withSosoforcinghimselfin"

Him:"whichmemoryreallystuckwithyou"?

Me:"thedayKamvavisitedandyouwereallcagey

'boutit"

Him:"auman,youcould'vechosensomething

positive"

Me:"haha,Iknowbutthatdaystucklawei.Yho,its

prettymuchunforgetable"

Him:"youknoweverydayIregrethowItreatedyou"

Me:"wehadgoodtimesLandile,don'tbesohardon

yourselfIforgaveyouk'dala"



Him:"itseasyforyoutosaycozyoufinallyfoundreal

love...withagangstathough.Nowthat,Istilldon't

understandhowithappened"

Me:"wellifyoumustknow,ImethimwhileIwasstill

withyou"

Him:"uyaxoka"

Me:"seriously,rememberEveandIwenttoCTnge

holidaykaDecember?ThatsthefirsttimeImethim"

Him:"wasitloveatfirstsight"?

Me:"Idon'tknowyazbutIwascharmedIdon't

wannalie,maybebecauseIwasstillwithyouandmy

brotherwasprotectingusagainstthemthat'swhyI

neverreactedtothatcharmimmediately"

Him:"wellhesavedusbothfromonehelluvataboo"

Me:"yhoLaamfethusaythatagain"

Him:"anyway,ndibuzisangoLwandisoIcan'tgethold

ofhim"

Me:"mxmesos'bhanxa,ulapha"

Him:"whyamInotsurprised?Yayazbaumamaison



herwayheretocongratulatehimnjeng'baelapho

yena"

Me:"haywena!Yayaz'bahetookovermyworkplace?

Okoefikilekhangekuphindekubekhomntu

usebenzayopha"

Him:"lemmeguess,youarealoneandhe'swiththe

office'spopularteam"

Me:"uyaz'kak'hle"

Him:"uzoqina,whenhecomesbackplstellhimto

returnmycalls"

Me:"alrightsharp"

Him:"cheers"

Ipaid,boughtaCreamSodaandwalkedbacktothe

office,theMDhadalsojustgotbackfromLunchbut

theentireofficewasemptysoIjustwalkedoverto

myowncubicleandattemptedtofinishoffmydays

workbeforemyphonerang-_-Ididn'teventryto

pickup.NothingpositiveevercomesoutofLiz's

mouthandrightnowIhadalotofthingsgoingonI



wasn'tabouttoaddmycheatingbrotheronthelist.

Iputthephoneonsilentandgotonwithmy

work,Sosoandthegirlscamebackhewenttochillin

thewaitingcouchemaneencokolisauCindyno

Laurenuntilhometime.Wegotintomycarand

headedstraighthomendamlungiselaaroomwhile

heplayedwiththeboysthenIwenttoprepare

dinnersatyasonkeandheadedtoourseperate

rooms.Ibathed,putmykidstosleepandjustrested.

....

Thursdaywhileatworkmydadcalledme...

Me:"hello"?

Him:"hellounjanimtanam"

Me:"ndiphilileunjanwena"

Him:"ndiphililenam,IamsureyouknowuNtando



ebehambaaphathesepastfewweeks"

Me:"bekungekhongxaki"?

Him:"ha.aakhongxaki,ebefunayourhandin

marriage"

Me:"nyhani?Uyambonakebauseriousaboutme"?

Him:"thatwillneverhappen"

Me:"what"!?

Him:"Itoldhimwheretogetoff,Itoldyouhedoesn't

deserveyou"

Me:"sowait,you'retellingmethatyouturnedNtando

down"?

Him:"ewetyhini"

Me:"you'rekiddingme!Umjikaonwhatgrounds

kengok?Didyouevenconsidermyfeelings?The

factthatIhavechildrenwithhim"?

Him"umtanaakayoringSibongile,Ithoughtyouknew

that"

Me:"whichiswhyheisaskingformyhandin

marriage,heknowsumtanaakayoring"



Him:"intoendingasozendiyenzekukuthengisa

ngomtanamkwigintsa,haymntanamandinokwazi"

Me:"butItoldyouIlovehim,howcouldyoudothis

tome?Youaredeliberatelydoingthisbecauseofhis

issueswithyoursonhuh"?

Him:"maybe"

Me:"that'sdumb,nowIhavetotakeafallforGudda?

Haibounjanikanti?"

Him:"Iamafatherprotectingmydaughter,myfamily

infactandIwilldowhateverittakestomakesureni

safe"

Me:"tchinThixo,nankumhlola"

Ihungup...fumingwithrage.IcalledNtandoitwent

straighttoVMItriedtwomoretimesondifferent

phonesbutwiththesameresultsoIlethim

be,ndakhendamyeka.Icouldn'tgetanyworkdone

thatday,Iwaseventhefirstonetoevacuatethe

officewhentheclockstrikedfour.Thedrivehome

wastheshortestoneI'veeverhadyetIfeltlikeIhad



takenawalk,fikauSosoephekanoFatsndabulisa

andwentstraightupstairsthatswhenNtando

returnedmycallsandIhadgivenuponhim:/

Me:"low"

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Him:"ugrand"

Me:"I'mokay.You"?

Him:"I'mgood.Youcalledearlier"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"everythingokay"?

Me:"ewe"

Him:"howaretheboys"?

Me:"baright"

Him:"I'mgettingsomecoldfeedingsfromyou,usure

ugrand"

Me:"howarethenegotiationscomingalong"?



Hesighed...

Him:"notgood"

Me:"...meaning"?

Him:"yourfamilydidn'tmakethingseasyforme,they

keptonmakingcrazyabsurddemandsuntilyour

dadbluntlytoldmyunclesthathewillneverallowus

togetmarried"

Me:"sothatmeansthenegotiationsstopped

already"?

Him:"ewe"

Me:"okay,what'snextnow"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,Idideverything,gaveeverythinghe

askedbutstillhewouldn'tbudge"

Me:"soyou'regivingup"?

Him:"usuggestabandithinike"?

Ifeltahugelumpbuildingupinmythroat...



Me:"and'yazNtando"

Him:"thenyourdadwon,akhontondingayenzanam

cozndizamileukumkholisabut..."

Me:"...kay"

Him:"IswearItriedbutsothethaobuyakwam"

Me:"uphi"?

Him:"I'minCongo"

Me:"uzobuyanini"?

Him:"Idon'tknowyet,maybeinthenextthree

weekends"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Iloveyou,okay"

Tearswerefreelyplayingjazzonmycheeks,the

lumpinmythroatwasgettingbiggerandbitter...I

couldn'trespondimmediately,Ihadtoswallowafew

times.



Him:"baby"

Ijustcriedmore...

Him:"mamakhe,weknewthiswon'tbeawalkinthe

park.Ndcelaungalili,Iloveyouandthatswhat

mattersrightnow"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"utatakhonoGuddaareonsomecrazyshitto

breakusup,butkuyoyonkelontondiyakuthanda

mfethu"

Me:"ndak'thandanamfondin"

Him:"besafeke,ndizobuyawe'llseewhatshouldbe

thenextstep"

Me:"kay,ubesafenawe"

Him:"okaysharp"

Me:"sharp"



WhenhehungupIstartedcryingalloveragain,Soso

walkedinhejustcametohugmewithoutasking

questions.IcriedtillIhadhiccupswaphakama

wand'phathelaamanzi,Icalmeddownandnarrated

thestorytohim

Me:"Iamconvincedthatyouruncleisouttomake

mylifemiserable"

Him:"forasecondthereIthoughttaBeastisdead"

Igavehimadeathstare!

Him:"xolomtase,butseriously?Ulilelaungatshatwa

ngutaBeast?Cummon"

Me:"mxm.Youwouldn'tunderstand"

Him:"ohIdon'tunderstandhoneybutwhatIdo

understandisthatyouguysloveeachother,sothis

isjustaminorhiccup"

Me:"majorstumblingblockSoso,ayohiccuplena"



Him:"howeveryouwannaseeitbabebutkewhat

reallymattersis,what'sthenextstep"?

Me:"and'yazmtchana.Andiyazinyhani"

Him:"haveyoutriedtalkingtoyourbrothers?Likeall

ofthem"?

Me:"Guddaisgonnatakehisdad'ssideobviously,my

lasthopeistheSmith's"

Him:"ndyamazkeumalumengobapigheaded"

Me:"uzand'bonakemnakebaIcanbemore

pigheaded"

Him:"Iknowkuthwalovecanmakeonedocrazy

thingsbut,don'tgodoanythingstupid,okay?"

Me:"hm"

Ijustpreparedtogotobedwand'gcwaliselake

beforeIgotinbedndalala,hetooktheboyswalala

nabo.

......



Lwandisoleft,ItoldmyselfIwon'tcallGudda.Iwon't

callanyoneqhandzotshatamnandifunanjeutshata.

ThreeweeksafterSosoleftIstartedresearching

weddingplanners,Iwantedsomethingelegantand

privatewithjustacoupleoffriendsandfamilyand

thenIaskedSivetowitnessformewhilstNtando

saidhewouldaskTaAce(hypotheticallyspeaking)

,oneofhisheadersinDurbansoInotedthatdown.

Hedidn'tknowIwasplanningumtshato,Iknew

ndizomxelelawhenhereturnedokwangokuIhad

thingstodoandpeopletomeet.Whenhefinally

camebackIwasalreadydonewith

everything,kushotanjeiconfirmationandpayment

fromhim...dayoneebuyilepassedndisazama

ucingaindlelayomxelelawhatIhaddone.Onday

threendaz'ncamandabuyaearlyfromworkjustso

wecouldtalk....

IfirstgotintocomfortableclothesthenIjoinedhim

inthenursery.Thekidswereasleep,hewaslyingon

hisbackonthefluffygreymatonthefloor.He

playedwithmyhairinsilence...



Me:"howwasyourday"?

Him:"wehadfun,runningaroundthebackyard"

Me:"mmh"

Thentherewasthisawkwardsilence...

Him:"somethingiseatingyouup"

Me:"there'ssomethingIwannatellyou"

Hekissedmebetweenmyeyes,onthenosebridge...

Iclosedmyeyesforhalf-a-moment...

Him:"Iknow,whatisit"?

Me:"okayuhm,afteryoutoldmewhathappenedand

thenwithmydad'scallIdecidedtotakemattersinto

myownhands.QhakengokIdon'tknowwhetherI

didtherightthingna"



Him:"wenzenibabe"?

Me:"Ikindaorganizedusawedding"

Iexpectedanoutburst...waskewapholawadlala

ngenwelezam:/ifrowned.

Him:"kinda"?

Me:"wellokay,Iorganizedusawedding"

Him:"okay"

Iwaited...Nothing.

Me:"I'mwaitingforyoutofreakout"

Him:"haysundenzaigeza"

Me:"I'msorry,nowpleasesaysomethingotherthan

okay"

Him:"doyouthinkwhatyoudidisgood?Orwillyield

goodresultsinthelongrun"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...areyousuggestingthatumtshato



wethumightbeamistake"?

Him:"ngalendlelawenzekangayo,yes"

Me:"oh,okay"

Iwasbummed,whathappenedtobeingspontanious?

Me:"Iguesswe'redonehere"

Him:"wedon'thavetorushintoanything,letsjust

waitandseehowthiswillturnout"

Me:"aslongasyouknowIwon'tbeengagedtoyou

forever"

Him:"itwon'tbeforever.Ipromise"

Iexhaled...

NowIhadtoemailallthesepeopleandcancel,hm.

Cancelhuh?Hm.
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WellIdidn'twannacancel,Iwasn'tgonnacanceltchi.

Iwantedtogetmarried...

Istoodupndahambandayopheka,afteraboutthirty

minutesIgotacallfromMarcus

Me:"hey"

Him:"yousound...defeated.What'sup"?

Me:"I'mgood,howareyou"

Him:"I'mpissedoff!What'stheissuewithyourdad"?

Me:"Ntandoistheissue"

Him:"whydidn'tyoutellmehe'smakingthings

difficultforyou"?

Me:"Didn'twannabotheryou,butLuuknows.

Thoughthe'dtellyou"

Him:"youknowLukewillchillonittillthesecond

comingofJesus"

Me:"sowhotoldyou"?

Him:"yourman"



Me:"oh-kay...sowhathappensnow"?

Him:"letmeseewhatIcando,Ipromiseyou,youwill

getmarriedwithorwithoutthatscumbag"

Me:"youdon'tthinkI'mactingdesperate"?

Him:"awTrina,no"

Me:"howmuchisNtandoactuallypayingyoufor

this"?

Him:"Iamdoingthisforyou,youaremylilsisandI

wanttoseeyouhappy"

Me:"thankyouboet"

Him:"ayt,I'llcallyoutomorrowforanupdate"

Me:"sharp"

Asmilecreptacrossmyface,IknewMarcalways

keepsapromiseandhealwaysdeliverssoIhad

faithinhim.Icooked,dishedupandservedthem

ndatyainsilencehekeptoneyeingme,whenIwas

doneIwentstraighttobedndayolalabutIdidn't

sleepasyetcozAnelisagavemeasurprisecall.



Me:"hello"

Her:"hey,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgreat,you"

Her:"I'mgood,Iwaswonderingifungand'thethelano

NtandoandbolekeuSinofortheupcomingholz"

Me:"ohokay"

Her:"thankyouTrina"

Me:"I'mnotpromisinganythingbutndizozama"

Her:"enkosisisi"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup,Icoveredmyheadndaphindandazama

ulala.Iheardhimcomeup,showered,andcameto

bed.HeknewIwasn'treallyasleep,Ifelthimpulling

meclosethenIfelthimbreathingsoftlyrightinfront

ofmynoseandeyes.Itfeltlikehewasn'tfazedby

allthisdramagoingon,mademekindasadthatIam

theonewhoseemstowantthismore.Forus.



Him:"babe"

Ikeptquiet...Ididn'tevenmove.Myeyeswereshut.

Him:"iknowyou'renotasleep,justopenyoureyes

ndfunas'thethe"

Me:"Idon'twannatalk,masilalebaby"

Him:"okayjusthearmeout"

Me:"kay"

Him:"youknowthatIamfromaverytraditional

familyandwejustwannadothingstherightway"

Iopenedmyeyes...

Him:"buthavingseenhowselfishyourdadis,Ihave

askedyourbrotherMarcforadviceandhesaid

they'dgladlyrepresentyourfamily.Afterall,yougrew



upwiththem,theyknowyoubetterthananyoneelse

soIwaskindahopingyouhaven'tcancelledthe

plansyouhadmade"

Icouldn'tbelievemyears...

Me:"wait,soyou'resayingwe'regettingmarried"?

Him:"ifPolopullsthroughthenyes,we'regetting

married"

Me:"Ihopeyoudon'tfeelpushedintothis"

Hekissedmylipsandheldthekisswithout

breathing,thenhepulledbackandremovedastrand

ofhairawayfrommyface

Him:"youknowIwantedthismorethanyoudonow

fromthebegining"

Me:"awoyikiutshata"?

Him:"Ishouldbeaskingyou"



Me:"Imean,youwillbeofficiallytyingtheknotand

settlingdown.Nomorefoulplaywiththenyatsis"

Wahleka:v

Him:"I'mnotcheatingincasethat'swhatyou'retryna

findout"

Me:"haha!Ineveraskedbutthanksforaffirming

that"

Him:"unjenanakwiclientszakhoatwork"?

Me:"goodthingIdon'thaveactualclientsas

yet.Talkingaboutsomethingelse,Ireceivedacall

fromAnelisa"

Him:"uthini?"

Me:"ubolekaumtanafortheupcomingholidays"

Him:"whatdidyoutellher"?

Me:"Itoldherndizothethanawek'qala"

Him:"mmh"



Me:"so..."?

Him:"nd'zothethanomakhuluk'qala"

Me:"kay,canIsleepnow"?

Him:"canIhavemykissfirst"?

Ismiled,broadly...

Him:"cummon"

Me:"youdon'tdeserveit"

Him:"what?Babeudlalangamkodwangoku,after

yonkelentondiyenzayo"

Ikissedhislips,turnedtheotherwayandcoveredmy

face.HetickledmethinkingI'llgivein,wancamaand

justcuddledmefrombehindsalala.

...

IwaswokenupbyLuu'scall...



Me:"mmh"?

Him:"gosh,wakeupyousleepyhead"

Me:"didyouseethetimeLukas"?

Him:"Iamtheonewhocalledyouremember,nowsit

up"

Isatup,yawning...

Me:"okay,I'mup"

Him:"good.Marcustoldmeaboutyourdad'sdrama

sotodaywe'reactuallygoingtouncleVee"

Me:"really"?

Him:"thoughtyou'dbehappy"

Me:"Ijustdon'tunderstand,soyouaresayingyou're

actuallycomingtoEC"?

Him:"withJoeandmybrother-in-lawtoo"

Me:"youknowI'mnotreallyamorningpersonLuu

neh"



Him:"what'sthatgottodowithanythingnow"?

Me:"don'ttellmejokesthisearlybro"

Him:"youaretooslowforme,whathappenedtoyou?

Parenthood?"

Ismiledalone,turnedandlookedatNtandowhowas

fastasleep

Me:"thankyouguys,youdon'tknowhowthatmakes

mefeel"

Him:"finallyshecatcheson"

Ilaughed,coveringmymouthwithanearcornerof

thecover

Him:"wemightnotbetheperfectfamilybutweare

familyandfamilystickstogether.Nomatterthe

season"



Me:"youjustmademyday,myentireweekinfact"

Him:"I'mglad,nowmakesureyoudoenjoyyourday.

Leavethestresstous"

Me:"Iloveyouboet.Allofyou"

Him:"cheers"

Ialmostshriekedwithexcitement,Iplantedakisson

theking'spartlyopenlipsnotonebuttwokisses

thenIwenttobathIhadworktogetto.WhenIcame

outofthebathroomhisphonerang,withouteven

liftinghisheadheextendedhishandandrejected

thecallwaphindawalala.Igotdressed,tookmy

bagsandleftthemndafikandazenzelaicereal

downstairswhileFatscookedoatsforthemselves.

WhenIwasdoneIleftforwork...

Iwasoptimisticthatwholeweek.Ntandogotacall

fromhisunclesregardingthesenegotiations,things

werelookingupsowhenthenegotiationswere

finallyovermybrotherswantedtomeetmewhich



meantIhadtogotoEastLondoncozzabafune

ukuzaeBhayi.Iputinaweek'sleave

ndahamba,leavingNtandoinPEnabantwanabakhe.

ImetwithmybrothersunfortunatelyuncleVeehad

alreadyreturnedbacktohisfarm,JoeandSive's

cousinbrotherhadreturnedbacktowork...

Luu:"souhm...allwentwell"

Me:"oh-kay"

Marc:"wehavediscussedanddecidedthatyou

shouldbankthismoney,investitforfuturepurposes"

Luu:"andasagiftfromustoyou,we'llpayforyour

weddinggown"

Me:"howmuchisthemoney"?

Bajongana...

Me:"Marc?Luu?"

Luu:"ahem,itsR120K"



Me:"what?That'stoomuchguys!Yhuuu,youguys

practicallycleanedumtanabantu"

Marc:"arghplz,hehasmorethanenough.I'msure

that'spettycashtohim"

Luu:"andbesides,youdeserveit"

Me:"butguysyoucouldatleasthaveconsideredthat

heboughtmeacarandahousealready"

Luu:"ifIrecallproperlythoseweregifts"

Marc:"theydon'tcountthatmuchhere"

Me:"whosuggestedtheamount?Andwhyengaka?

I'mjustcurious"

Marc:"wealldid"

Luu:"uncleVeeaddedthedamagesofyourfirst

pregnancy,andthisonesincetheyweren'ttakencare

offinthefirstplace"

Me:"stillfeellikeyouguysrobbedthesepeople...but

thankyou.Iknowyouhadmybestinterestswhen

youwentintothatnegotiationprocess...thankyou

somuch"



Marc:"that'swhatwe'reherefor"

Luu:"Iactuallythoughtyourdadwouldusethisasan

opportunitytobuildacloserrelationshipwithyou

notdestroythelittleyouwerestilltryingtoaccept

andtakein"

Me:"whichiswhyIgavehimtheopportunityinthe

firstplace...guessitwastoogoodtobetrue"

Marc:"nowthatthisisover,Guddaisgonnacome

afteruslikeahungrydog"

Me:"Icanhandlehim,ifhecomestoyouthenhe'sa

coward"

Luu:"alrightthen,Ithinkwe'redone"

Istayedfortwomoredays,bankedthemoneythenI

wentbackhome,Ntandowayond'khawlela.

Me:"howaremykids?"

Him:"bagrand,how'sEL"

Me:"sameold"



Him:"sonowthatthisisover,whendoyouthinkwe

shouldgetmarried"

Me:"how'sNovemberthe12thwithyou"?

Him:"sure"

Ihonestlythoughthe'dbebickeringaboutlemali

ayibizwengooLuubuthedidn't...yet.Ididn'twanna

bringituptoocozIwasn'tsupposedtoknowabout

itinthefirstplace.Wedrovestraighthome,mykids

wereoutnosisFatssoIjustfreshenedup,wore

blackskinnyjeans,matchingcroppedtopwithbeige

kneelengthsleevelesscoatandmatchingstils.

Him:"siyaphi?"

Me:"ndiyoordericakeandI'mgoingtopayup

everythingelsethatneedstobepaid"

Him:"namndifunauhamba"

Me:"uyaph'kengokwena"?

Him:"ndihambanecreditcardyamfondin"



Me:"ooh,thenchangeketata.Aw'zohambanam

unjalo"

Helookedathimselfthenbackatme...withafrown

Him:"what'swrongwiththese"?

Me:"haybabeawkhoserious."

Him:"okaykebabend'khupheleimpahla"

Igavehimbeigechinoandmatchingrippedt-shirt

withblackJordankicksandnocoatorjacketcozit

washotalready.Wanxibawagqibaandhadtoadda

goldchainontop:(weleft,medriving.Wefirstwent

tothevenue,IwenttoshowhimthedecorIchose

andthenweconductedthemenuetogethersincehe

wasn'therethefirsttimethenwepaidandwentto

orderourcakeophumakwethuwewentoutfor

lunch...



Me:"wellbabythankyouforcomingalong,we're

donefortoday"

Him:"butwehaven'tbeentoyourdresses"

Me:"aw'ngenindawokwilokhwebabe"

Him:"butI'mbuying?"

Me:"nope,myfamilyisbuyingthat.Idon'twant

bridemaidstoobut,onourwayhomesoyojonga

eyakhoisuit"

Him:"suit?"

Me:"youwon'twearjeansandTeesonmywedding

daylibalandoda"

Him:"butthey'recomfortable"

Me:"andghetto"

Him:"wellI'mghettotooincaseweareforgetting

that"

Me:"ha.ababeyougettobeghettoeverydayofyour

life,onmydayyouwillbeelegant,sophisticatedand

dapper"

Him:"youmeanonourday"



Me:"haha!Watchandsee,aw'zobonakalawena

ngalamini.I'llbetherayofsunshineeveryonewillbe

talkingabout"

Him:"that'sunfair"

Me:"ndadlala"!

:v

Wehadourlunch,headedtotheboutiquetheytook

hismeasurementsthenweheadedhomendakhe

ndahlalanabantwanabam.Hecametojoinus...

Him:"youlookrelaxedaroundthem"

Me:"they'remyworld.Youallare"

Him:"whichiswhyIwantnothingbutthebestfor

y'all"

Me:"iknow..."

Him:"and,Tomorrowndiyahamba"

Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"Ihavetowrapupacoupleofthingsin



Congo,shipsomemerchandizetoNigerand

Namibia"

Me:"doyouhavetogongomsokengok"?

HetookadeepbreathandtookUvewhowasonmy

lapwasondela...

Him:"IalsohatehavingtoleaveyouguysbutIhave

to"

Me:"Iknow...butbabeIwashopingyoucouldstay

muchlonger.Imissspendingtimewithyou,alone"

Him:"babe"

Me:"butitsfine,aslongasyou'llbehereforthe

wedding"

Him:"I'msureMarc'O'Polowouldkillmewithhis

barehandsifIdidn'tpitch"

Me:"hewouldn't,butIwould.RightafterEveeku

trappilestraight"

Him:"yho,Eveuyatrenderngamanziabilileyo"



Ikissedhim,tookagoodlookathiseyesthenkissed

himagainuntilUvepushedhimsamhleka

Him:"heee,upusherutatakhokwedini"?

Me:"mommy'sprotector"
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Ntandogavemehisguestlistbeforeheleftthe

followingday,Ireturnedtoworkandlateronsent

invitationsviaemail.Ijustwantedclosefamilyand

friends,justaprivateintimateceremonysoIsentout

ourlessthan50invitesandwenttocheckonmy

dress.InthreeweeksIwascalledforcaketesting,I

couldn'treallygoimmediatelysoIaskedto

rescheduletotwodayslaterbavuma.Adaybefore

thetastingIgotacallfromEvelyn

Me:"heyEve"



Her:"hey,Ineedyoutopickmeup"

Me:"pickyouupwhere"?

Her:"theairport"

Me:"youdoknowI'mnolongerinJoziright"?

Her:"youcanbeslowwhenyouwantto,I'minPE

okay.Nowcanyoucomeandpickmeup"?

Me:"ohokay.I'matworksojustgimmeafew

minutes"

Her:"okay"

Iwrappedupandwenttofetchher,tookhertolunch

thendroveherhomendabuyelaemsebenzinimna.

WhenIgottoworkIcalledsisFatstopreparedinner

forusthenIcontinuedwithmyworkuntilknockoff

timethenonmywayhomeIreceivedacallfrommy

king...

Me:"babe"

Him:"hey,howareyou"?



Me:"I'mokay,unjanwena"

Him:"I'mnervous,uokaynjanwenawithjustafew

weeksofindependance"?

Me:"haha!You'rekidding,myindependanceaint

dyinganytimesoon"

Him:"ndiyak'khumbulayaz"

Me:"namfondin,I'mgoingforcaketestingtomorrow"

Him:"I'msorryIcan'tbetherewithyou"

Me:"itsokay,Eve'shere.She'llgowithme"

Him:"ohthat'sgood,ufikenini"?

Me:"today"

Him:"okayke,whatelseneedstobedone"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysurerightnowbutwe'vecovered

mostoftheprioritieskwangokuyaubulapha"

Him:"alright,kissmybabiesforme"

Me:"willdo,I'llcallyouifndifikebehleliIknowthey

missdaddy'svoice"

Him:"yhobabebazoxabanangalophone"



Me:"yhoUveyibullykesanabutndizobanika

anyway"

Hewassilentforawhile...

Me:"youstillthere"?

Him:"yeah,youjustremindmeofhowluckyIam"

Me:"awNtando"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Him:"ndiseriousmfethu,aboutus.Ourfamily,Our

future"

Me:"baby,ugrand"?

Him:"ndigrandfondin,I'mjust...IfeellikeIneedto

remindyouincaseyou'rehavingsecondthoughts"

Me:"uyandoyikisakalokwhenyoutalklikethat

especiallywhenyou'reoutofthecountry"

Him:"akhoneedyokoyika,siyancokolamos"



Me:"wellIappreciateyoubeingseriousaboutme,us.

Itmeansalottohearit"

Him:"youknowwegottadothisthing,makeit

work,foralltherightreasons.Andmost

importantly,makeitworkforourselves"

Me:"yousoundlikesomeonehasbeengivingyoua

hardtimeaboutthiswholerelationshipofours.

Again"

Wathula...

Me:"baby"?

Him:"hm"

Me:"youdorealizethatwe'rebothadultsneh?We

decidedtobehonestwitheachother,wedon't

choosewhomtofallinlovewithbutwhendidfall

inlovewedecidedtoloveeachotherhard,againstall

oddsandwehavedecidedtogetmarriedevenwhen

itseemeditwasimpossible.Idon'tthinkwehavea

gapkengoktoinvolveanyoneelseinourbusiness



letalonebemanipulatedbyanyone"

Him:"Iknow,thankyouforneverchanging.Despite

ourcountlesschallenges"

Me:"Iloveyou,Ihateitwhenyousinkintothisdark

holecozIknowIwanttobewithyou"

Him:"youknowIamgladI'mfinallymarryingyouand

Iknowitsnotamistake"

Me:"thankyouforsayingthat"

Him:"alrightnowIhavetogo"

Me:"send'fikileendlinithough"

Him:"ikhonaintoedingaiattentionyam,plscallme

beforethey'rebedtime"

Me:"sharp,loveyou"

Him:"loveyou"

WehungupjustasIparked.Icouldsmellbeefright

there,tookmybagsandwalkedinsidemyhousebut

thehousewasawfullyquietuntilIreachedthestairs

tomyroom,IcouldhearmyboyslaughingwithEve



intheirnursery.Ipeaked,didn'tseethemsoIfigured

theywerebathingndahambandayokhululainmy

ownroomandwenttocheckonFatsIwasgoingto

helpherbutshesaidshewasalmostdonesoI

returnedtothenurseryndabalinda,thecameoutand

cametomewiththeirhandsintheairandscreams

ofexcitementfilledtheroom.Itookeachoneupto

mylapastheirauntwenttofetchtheirlotioning

kit,afterthatsabanxibisaandwenttoeat.Fatsfed

theboys,whenallofusweredoneItookthemto

theirroomandcalledtheirfather...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"hopeaw'khobusy"

Him:"wassup"?

Me:"nabaabantwanabakho"

Iputthephoneonloudspeakerndabanikaand

startedtidyingtheroom,IsmiledtomyselfasIheard

theirsenselessconversationandheartfeltlaughters.



Aftersometimetheroomwasdeadsilent,Iwentto

checkonthemndafikabeleleItookmyphoneand

sawthatNtandohadn'thungup

Me:"ubenzeniabantwanabam"?

Him:"bes'ncokolabavelabathula"

Me:"balelekegoodnight"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungup,IwenttogetchangedintoPJ'sthenI

wenttojoinEveintheguestroom.

Her:"yourkidshavegrownsomuch"

Me:"yeah,sowhat'sup?Wherehaveyoubeen?

Whatchubeenupto?"

Her:"I'vebeenworkinginandoutofJoburg,thats

whyI'vebeenscarce"

Me:"mmmh,how'sLDdoing"?



Her:"he'sgood,we'regreat.Enoughaboutme,soooo,

you'rereallygettingmarriedhuh"

Me:"yep"

Her:"you'restillglowing,itslikethefirsttimeyou

actuallyadmittedtofallingforhim"

Me:"haha!Dude,I'mstillpinchingmyself.Ireallydo

lovehim"

Her:"there'snodoubtthere'snoturningback,you're

alreadytoodeep"

Me:"I'minitforthelonghaulniqqa"

Her:"so,whatstillneedstobedonebeforeyour

wedding"?

Me:"tomorrowwe'regoingforcaketastingandpick

upNtando'ssuit,thenlateronintheweekIhaveto

pickupmydress"

Her:"cake,yummy!Ienvyyou,mylilsisisactually

gettingherdreamwedding.Abig,luxuriouswedding

thatis"

Me:"actuallywe'rehavingasmallintimateceremony

withjustclosefamilyandfriends"



Her:"small?Lemmeguess,thatwasyouridea"

Me:"yes,Ijustdon'twantnodrama"

Her:"drama"?

Me:"marryingagangstaisdramaticonits

own,keepingmyweddingintimateiskindamyown

wayofmakingourdayours.Withlessdramacoz

yonasozeingabikho,Icanneverrunawayfromthat"

Her:"butwhyareyoudoingthistoyourself?Areyou

preparedtoliveyourentirelifeduckinganddiving?

Notknowingwhatwillhappennext"?

Istoppedmyselfhalfwayfromansweringher...

We'vebeenthroughthisalready.

Her:"IknowyoulovehimandIdon'tdisputethat,but

haveyoureallythoughtthiswholethingthrough?

Areyoureallygoingtoliveyourlifeinuncertainityon

dailybasis?Notknowingifhe'llreturninabodybag

ornot"?



Ikneweverythingshewassayingwasthetruthbut...

Me:"IknowyoumeanwellbutIcan'thelphowIfeel,I

knowthedangersthatcomewithlovingthisman.I

promiseyou,Iamwellaware"

Her:"there'snothingIcansaythatwillchangeyour

mind"

Me:"justsayyou'llstillsupportmeevenwhenthings

godownhillforme"

Sheopenedherarmsandwehugged

Her:"there'snoperfectrelationship,yoursmightbe

moredangerousbutthey'reallalike"

Me:"thankyou,justforbeinghere.Meansalottous"

Her:"youmeantoyou"

Me:"tous,he'sgladyou'reherebecauseIwas

supposedtogocaketastingwithhimandhe'soutof

thecountry"



Her:"Idon'tknowhowyoudothat...thewayyoutrust

himbafflesme"

Ismiled...:)

Me:"ndisemncinciEveokay,Idon'twannadie

becauseofhighstresslevels"

Her:"thatswhyIhatelongdistancerelationships.I

can'tdealwithnotknowinghiswhereaboutsand

dailyactivities...evenbeinghererightnowisgonna

beastruggle"

Me:"itwasnevereasy,especiallyaftertheChloesaga.

ButIlearnttotrusthim,welearnttotrusteachother"

Her:"he'saluckyman.Heshouldcountyouthree

timeswhencountinghisblessings"

Me:"Iknowyouwon'tagreebutI'mluckytohavehim

too.He'sthebestthingthateverhappenedto

me,aftertheSmithsofcoz"

Shelaughed,welaythereandeventuallyfellasleep.

ThefollowingdayIwaswokenupbyNtando's



call,worseitwasstilltooearlyformetowakeup...

Me:"hmlow"?

Him:"hey,goodmorning"

Me:"mh"

Him:"cummonwakeup"

Iswear....

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"geezNtandodidyoucheckthetimebefore

calling"?

Him:"khaw'vukeibalulekilelentond'funaukuxelela

yona"

Me:"yhofondincan'titwaittillI'mfullyawake?Like

eminikanje"

Him:"uhlelimosngoku"

Me:"you'resoflippenunfairyaz"

Him:"anyway,Ihearyourdadfoundoutaboutthe



weddinganduthioverhisdeadbody"

Me:"maybehehasadeathwishfondin

Ntando,und'vuselelontoqha?"

Him:"youdorealizethatthisisserious,right"?

Isighedandsatup...

Me:"ufunandithinikeNtando"?

Him:"and'xabenanganawemnasund'buzaolohlobo"

Me:"and'xabenanganawemosnamqhandiyabuza

ufunandithini?"

Him:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"I'mgettingtiredofdefendingourlovetonosy

peoplewhohavetheirownproblemsbutcan'tdeal

withthembazixakekisengezam"

Him:"khaw'zameuthethanaye,Imightbegangsta

andallthatishbutIwouldn'tliketoseebloodonmy

weddingday"



Me:"kay"

Him:"sharp"

Me:"sho"
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AfterhangingupfromNtandoIfeltheavy,maybeI

wasstressingtoomuchaboutthis...Idon'tknow.All

IknewwasIdidn'thavetheenergyandstrengthfor

Gudda'sdad.Itookadeepbreath...Gotoutofthe

bed,gotintomygymgearandwentforajogonthe

beach.Theseabreezeseemedtobecleansingmy

innerperson,mymindandsoul.Iwentforcloseto

50kmthenIsatdownonarockandcaughtmy

breath,liftingupmyeyestoseathecalmseawaters

restingwithoutanydisturbancefromhumanity

somehowgavemehope.Solidarity.Afterfifteen

minutesIjoggedbackhome,ndafikakusalelweI

madebreakfastforallofus.Ihadabigandbusyday

ahead,Ineededtobefitandreadyforit.



WhilemakingbreakfastIsawUvewalkingdownthe

stairswithateddyandonesock

Me:"mararakamama"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"ulambilewena"?

Him:"tatam"

Me:"eshe"

Him:"itata"

Iignoredhimandmadehimporridge,cooleditdown

andfedhim.Hewasinafowlmoodbutheatefinish.

Iwasn'tgonnacallNtandomna,Ihadalotinmy

platealready.WhenhewasdoneIcleanedhimup

andlethimgoplayinthelounge,Iopenedcurtains

andwindowsforfreshairthenwenttobath.Eve

wokeupxand'gqibaandshemadethebedandwent

toshower,Ilotioned,woreunderwearandagown

thenIwenttowakeUbaupandfedhim.Whenhe

wasdoneFatswenttobaththem,EveandIhad



breakfastthensayonxibasahamba.

Westartedwiththecakes,tastedandapprovedthen

wewenttopickupiimpahlaandlastlywewentto

makesurethedecorcompanywasreadywith

everythingIrequired...bylunchweweredone.We

wenttogrababite...

Her:"youarenotyourusualselftoday"

Me:"justgotalotonmymind"

Her:"you'reabouttogetmarried,itsunderstandable"

Me:"yeah...letseatfinish,Iwannaspendtimewithmy

sons"

Her:"Veewasinamoodthismorning"

Me:"hemisseshisdad,he'llbelikethatuntilhe

comesback"

Her:"hegotthatfromyou,youwerealwayslikethat

withdad"

Me:"haha,Iknowhey.Imisshimsomuch.Especially



now"

Her:"youprobablywouldn'thavefoundoutabout

yourdadifdadwasstillaround"

Me:"IwishIhadn'tfoundhim"

Her:"youdon'tmeanthat"

Me:"Imeaneveryword,Iwishtheycouldimprison

himagainjustinaforeigncountrythistimearound"

Her:"justgivehimtimebabe,maybejustneedsto

digesteverything"

Me:"thatmand-"

Myphonedisturbedusndavelandanaar

immediately

Me:"hello"

Him:"hey,ugrand"

Me:"I'mcool"

Him:"unqabile,youdon'tcallanymore"

Me:"whatdoyouwant"?



Him:"hehhaiboS'bongile,can'tIcallmysisterand

findouthowshe'sdoing"?

Me:"Ayabonga"

Him:"akusekhones'maphambilingoku"?

Me:"Ayabonga"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Idon'ttimetowasteonpeoplelikeyouokay,so

letsnotbeataroundthebush"

Him:"didyoujustsaypeoplelikeme"?

Me:"anotherthing,imakwindawoenesignalerightor

osukeemoyeniandizomanendphindaphindainto

enyemna"

Him:"IwilljustpretendlikeIdidn'thearthat,just

clarifythisforme,whatkindapeopleareyoutalking

about"

Me:"nowIseewhyyou'reyourdadspuppy"

Him:"whoahwait,Idon'tknowwhatorwhoupsetyou

butsuyikhuphelakum"

Me:"thenthisconversationisover"



Him:"S'bongilepls"

Me:"bendikubuzeusaqalauthethabaufunantoni

awayazi,uplslonaucelaamalizowantoniunabazali"?

Him:"what'sgoingonwithyou?Andkwaziunjena

mna"

Me:"1stmistakethatyouandthatdouchbagyoucall

afathermade,youdon'tknowme"

Him:"didyoujustcalldadadouchbag?okay

somethingisdefinitelywrongwithyou"

Me:"Iamperfectlyfine,don'tpretendlikeyoucare.

Webothknowyoudon'tcare,youdon'thaveaheart

nordoyouhaveaconciousufuzeuyihlo.Youarethe

exactepitomeofyourfather,truewhattheysay.

Igqabialiwelikudeemthiniwalo"

Him:"S'bo-"

Me:"sinceyoudon'twhyyoucalledletmetellyou

onethingbeforeIhangup:akuphuncukimnwe

xandingathethinani,andinovukandingenanwele

xandinokwamkelaukubaifamilyeniniandinayoso

fromtodayonwardsplease,ifyoustilladdress



NtandoastheKingthenitsonlyrelevantthattoyou

I'mtheQueenifnotthenbefreetocallmebyanyof

mynames;SibongileTrinaliqueSmith.Akhonom-di

namtasemosemagameniwamuvileneh?Enkosi

ngomamela"

Ihungup...Evewasdoneeating.Evenatemyown

plate.

Her:"thatsoundedintense"

Me:"masambeMsSmith"

Sheshookherheadsmilingasshefollowedme.

WhenwereachedhomeIsawaglimpseofUba

runningafteraballcozwasplayingatthe

backyard,wetooktheclothes,Iwenttohangthem

thenchangedintoshortsandavestaccompaniedby

slippersthenIwenttothebackyardandjoinedmy

sons,Fatswhowaswiththemleftusandwentinside.

Evecameoutwithmyphones...



Me:"someonecalled"?

Her:"thetwomostimportantmeninyourlife"

Me:"Ihaveemrightinfrontofme"

Her:"yourfiancéandyourdad"

Me:"ohGod!"

Istaredatmyphoneswonderingwhomtocallfirst

thenNtandocalledndsazijongile...

Me:"hi"

Him:"hey"

Me:"sup"?

Him:"mightbecominghomesoonerthanexpected"

Me:"kay"

Him:"ugood"

Me:"yea.Whydoyouask"?



Him:"yousound...Idon'tknow,offish"

Me:"justhadalongdaybabe"

Him:"youguyswentcaketasting"

Me:"yeahandhadtofinalizeacouplemoreother

things"

Him:"sothatmeansnigqibile"

Me:"yeah,they'lldeliverandsetthecakeatthevenue

ontheweddingday"

Him:"goodwork"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"howaretheboys"?

Bonginkosicalledmeonthesecondphone...

Me:"Uveuvukewand'funawena"

Him:"whydidn'tyoucallme"?

Me:"Ididn'thavethetime"



Him:"cummonbabe"

Me:"thethanayengokt,Ihaveanothercalltotake"

Him:"mnikeiphone"

IcalledUvelile,sathimdownandgavehimthephone

thenItookthesecondoneandmovedawayfrom

him,redialledtaBongsandwaited:

Him:"S'bongile"!

Me:"haysundikhwaza"

Heexhaled...:o

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"ndimloh"

Him:"kuninindikufounela"

Me:"intoechazaukubaeitherndibusyorIdon't

wannatalktoyou"



Him:"unjankodwa"?

Me:"ndilelahlobobendililougqibelakwethuuthetha"

Him:"oohndiyabona,haynathisiyaphila"

Me:"anenzimahlukokenakokokuphilakwenunivale

njeispacesabantuabafunukwenzaiimpact.How

mayIhelpyou"?

Him:"andikuvangaphaekuqaleni,ubusithinike"?

Me:"ay'senamsebenzi.Mas'ncedanekuleuy'vileyo"

Him:"ndivakuthwauyatshata"

Me:"ngubanilounolwimi"?

Him:"hayntombamayilolwimi,ndivangodabawo

wakho"

Me:"unalokeyenaandothuki,ukuxelelabamaw'thini

mhlaw'mbi"?

Him:"soyou'renotdenyingit"?

Me:"amIsupposedto"?

Him:"afterItoldyouthatwillneverhappen,youwent

behindmybackngalento"



Me:"whoareyoukanene"?

Him:"yintonleund'buzayona"?

Me:"it'scalledaquestion,phez'kwalowo

ungekaw'phendulihowoldamIlento

ndizaw'kwenzelwanguweiidecisionsaboutmylife"?

Him:"mtanam,ndinguyihlo.Aw'sozenanininaube

mdalaukwedlulamna"

Me:"erh...thereseemstobeamistakesomewhere.

Utataendimaziyondaamngcwaba,sokhaw'phinde

uthetheintoevakalayo"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"ndimngenkquloh"

Him:"Iknowhowharditisforyoutoaccepthowyou

wereconceivedbutthatdoesn'tchangethefactthat

Iamyourfather.Akholwandleuzandivasakulo,you

aremydaughter"

Me:"mamelakendoda,uyabonamnandinguSmith

throughandthrough.WhenIhadnoone,theSmiths

becamemyfamilyabadad'wenubebhongobekhona

betshoneamaqokobheni.Througheverything



endidlulekuyoebominibamTheSmithswere

there,evenwhenYOUmysocalled,self-acclaimed

fathercouldn'thandleonesimpletaskyondimelathe

Smithsnegotiatedmylobola.Theyprovedtobe

moreofamyfamilythanmyownblood.Now,Iwant

youtostaythehellawayfromme.Youarenothing

tome,youactuallymeannothingtomebecauseyou

arejustaspermdonor.Ulivolontiyanakwisperm

donors,somasiyekeudlalangexeshalethu

pretendingtobeahappyfatheranddaughtercozwe

arenot,I'mfarawayfrombeinghappyafterfinding

you.Toansweryourquestion,yesIamgetting

marriedyourevilsisterwasn'tlying.Pleasegobuya

newsuitandattend,Iwantyoutoshowmewhat

you'remadeofngalamini.Causedrama,cause

chaos,bringitallIwannaseeitfirsthandcozit

mightbethelasttimeIseeyousoplease,gobuya

tuxedo.Funekandibenomfanekisowakho

wokugqibeomhle"

Hewasquiet...



Me:"ndivakeleneh"?

Heclearedhisthroat...

Me:"ohandwhichbackareyoureferingto?Ididn't

gobehindyourback,awnamqolokalokwena"

Ihungup

Tookmykidsinside.

...

November12thwasapproaching,Ntandohad

returnedbutwabuyelakokwabopromisingtocome

withhisfamilythisside.Nge08thbafika:)myhouse

waslikeamadhouse!ButIenjoyedreturningfrom

worktocheerfulwarmpeople...Nge9thIcalled

Soso,ithasbeenalongtime



Him:"myperson"

Me:"bheyibhi,howareyou"

Him:"ndirightmfaz'wethuunjaniwena"

Me:"I'msad,aw'zobakhoemtshatweniwam"

Him:"haaayi!Utshatanini"?

Me:"inthreedaysfondini"

Him:"nowI'msad"

Me:"butitsokay,Iknowyou'dbehereifyouwere

around"

Him:"arethetwinscoming"?

Me:"yeahbazofikangomso"

Him:"nd'zobaxelelatosendmepictures"

Me:"alrightkelovie"

Him:"mamelake"

Me:"ndimameledarling"

Him:"Ihopeikhonakelacakeihlalaformorethan

threeyearscozndizobuyaanddemandmypiece"



Me:"hahayhuuphambeneSosothreeyears"

Him:"ewekalok,ifyouwereavirginubuzoy'gcina

niyityexauzele.Soaswebothknowakhobuvirgin

ngandawoapho,locakeizobekelwauuncleSoso"

Icouldn'tstoplaughing:p!
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Isignedaleaveformatworkonthetenth,Keriand

Sivearrivedthatsamedaythenwewenttothespa.

LateronMarcarrivedwithhisgirlfriend,alongwith

twootherladiesandIwasontopformthistime

around,Iwasn'tgonnatakenoshitfromnoone.I

specifiedontheinvitationsthateveryoneshould

RSVPforvenueandcateringpurposessothey

decidedtobringotherpeoplewithoutinformingme

bazozibonake.

FatscookedwithKeri'snannysincewewereafull

house,Iwentupstairs,Ntandofollowedwafika



ndivasaubuso

Him:"ugrand"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"usure"

Me:"ndigrandNtando,whydon'tyoujointheother

guys"?

Him:"ndbonaokouthuleungenakobrotherwakho"

Me:"hayndigrandmna"

Him:"usurebabe"

Me:"ndisurebabyman"

Him:"okay,I'mleavingyoualoneke.Ugrandmos

nobandikushiyewedwa"

Ndamjonga

Him:"okay,okay"



Me:"tchi"

Hecametokissmylipswand'jongaandkissedmy

forehead

Him:"Iloveyou,okay"

Me:"Iknowtatakhe"

Him:"okayndiyahambake"

Me:"hamba"

Hesmiledandleftme,Ichangedintopj'sworea

gownalongwithslippersthenIwenttojointherest

ofthepeoplefordinner.Wehaddinner,everyone

wasinhighspiritseventhestrangerswerejolly.

Marccameinevelaphandle

Him:"canwetalk"?

Me:"sure"



Hewalkedbackout,Ifollowedrightbehindhim

saphumaphandle

Me:"what'sup"?

Him:"Ijust...Howdoyoufeelabouttheseextra

people"?

Me:"howamIsupposedtofeel"?

Him:"IguesswhatI'mtryingtodoisapologisefor

bringingextrapeoplewithoutinformingyou"

Me:"Idon'tmindaslongasyouaccommodatethem"

Him:"oh"

Me:"andsinceIwasn'ttold,youguysshouldfigure

outhowtomorrowwillworkoutcozthevenueisset

foraspecificnumberofpeople"

Wathula...

Ndamjonga



Him:"I'lltalktoLizaboutthat"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"Ihopeyou'rereallynotupsetaboutthis"

Me:"IexpectednothinglessfromLiz,don'tstress

yourself'boutit"

Him:"alright,Iloveyouokay"

Me:"loveyouboet"

Wewalkedbackinside,Ifinishedoffmyfoodthen

everyoneheadedtotheiralocatedrooms.Iwentto

myroomwithmyboys,BoobooandKeri'stwokids

cozsomepeopleweregonnasleepinthenursery.A

fewminutesafterwesettledinbedIheardaknock

andwenttoopenthedoor

Me:"Elizabeth"

Her:"hey,Ihaveasmallproblem"



Me:"oh-kay"?

Her:"theladiesIcamewith,havenowheretosleep"?

Me:"okay"

Her:"canyouorganizesomethingforus"?

Me:"talktoMarcus"

Her:"ohokay"

Me:"sharp"

Her:"night"

Iclosedthedoorandgotinbed.

....

ThefollowingdayIwaswokenupbyalltheyoung

femalesinthehouse...

Me:"okaywhat'sgoingon"?



Keri:"wehavedecidedtomakeyoualilkitchen

party,righthererightnow"

Iyawned,rubbedmyeyesandlookedateveryonein

theroom,theyallhadgiftbagsintheirhands.I

smiledandgotoutofbed...

Me:"thankyouguys,but,canIatleastwashmyface"?

Her:"sure"

WhenIcameback,thekidswereout,thebedwas

madebutallofuswereinpjs.Sivewasthemadam

speakerforthe"party"haikeyaqalainto.Ndayalwa

ke,ndanikwaiigifts...Ntandoknockedonceand

openedthedoorwothukabamtshatshalaza

Him:"I'msorrygirls,Ididn'tknownilapha"

Sive:"wellnowyouknow"

Him:"canIhaveawordwithmywife"?



Eve:"don'tyouknowitsbadlucktoseeyourfiancéa

daybeforethewedding"?

Him:"haymanEvekhayeke"

Ndaphakamaandwenttohimwhiletheywerestill

arguing

Me:"5minutesguys"

Saphumaandstoodinthepassage,Ikissedhim

wancuma

Him:"nenzaipartyna"?

Me:"yeah,bandenzelaasmallkitchenparty"

Him:"mmh,ndcelaundkhuphelaimpahlasiyae

Walmernamajita"

Me:"entweni"?

Him:"don'tworry'boutit,itsnothingillegal"



Me:"don'tgetyourselvesintroubleplease"

Hekissedmylips

Ilefthimndayomkhuphelaimpahla,kissedhimone

moretimethenreturnedtotheladieswecontinued

withtheparty...OnlypeoplemissingherewereLiz

andherfriendsandIdidn'tmindatall.

Lateron,afterthepartywedepartedandwentto

bathsayotyaandmingledwiththerestofthepeople

endlini.Mybrothersreturnedwitheveryotherguy...

IwasatthebackyardwhenKuhlecamelookingfor

me

Him:"youknowyoucanstillbackout,there'sstill

enoughtime"?

Iturnedandsmiledwearily,hecametositnexttome



Me:"heybuddy"

Him:"youdon'tlooklikeanexcitedbrideto

be,anythingIcanhelpwith"?

Me:"naah,err'thangwillworkitselfout"

Him:"ngubra"?

Me:"no,ayinguyentwanayam...itsmynewlyfound

family"

Him:"abafuniutshatenobra"?

Me:"nope"

Him:"willtheyattend"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ihopenot.Idon'twantdrama

here,mydadhasalreadyswornoverhisdadbody

thatIwon'tmarryyourbrother"

Him:"don'tworryaboutit,nothingwillhappen

tomorrow.Youwillgetmarriedinapeacefuland

merryenvironment"

Me:"thankyouKay"

Him:"youarewelcome,hug"?



Imovedcloserwehugged,wand'shiyakendahlala

ndedwaacouplemoreminuteskwafikauLuke...

Him:"I'vebeensearchingthiswholehouseforyou"

Iturnedandmyheartdroppedtomystomach,Igot

upandrantohughim.Tightly.

Him:"heyhey,itsokay"

IswearIcried,hishugmademecry..emotional.

Wesatdown

Him:"yourmanisalsolookingforyou,he'sbeen

callingyou"

Me:"leftmyphonesinside"

Him:"don'tworryabouttomorrow,we'rehereforyou"



Me:"thankyou"

Wespentafewmoreminutestherethensangena

endlini.Ntandowasinacouchwithhisfamily,Ijust

walkedtomyroom,bathed,dranktwopanado

capsulesandgotinbedndalala.

IfelthimgetinbedandhugmefrombehindbutI

wastoodeepasleep,thankGodhedidn'twakeme

upcozIwasn'treallyinthemoodtotalktohim.

WhenIwokeuponmyweddingday,hewasn'tinbed.

Iwenttobaththenwentdownstairsndafika

wonkumntuexakekilekubusy,Isawmymotherin

lawwithallfourofhergrandkidssebegqibenonxiba

ndothukaandreturnedtomyroomndaz'phosaon

mybedwithasigh

Itookmyphoneandcalledthehubby.Someoneelse

answeredhisphone

Him:"madam,khaw'bambekancinciuyezaubra"



Me:"Sihle"?

Him:"yepthat'sme...Senguyelonobra"

...Thephoneexchangedhands

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"hey,umkenini?Ndivukeungekho"

Him:"ndimkeearlyusalele"

Me:"aw'zozaapha"?

Him:"ha.awe'llmeetatthevenue..."

Me:"kay"

Ihadalumpinmythroat...ateartrickleddownmy

cheeks:'(

Him:"why,iseverythingokay"?

Me:"I'mscared"

Him:"babymaan"



Me:"nyhani...whatifthisdaydoesn'tendwell"?

Him:"Itwillendbetterthanwell,believeme.Ipromise

youthat"

Ndathula...

Him:"Ipromise"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Iloveyousweety"

Me:"didyoujustcallmesweety"?

Helaughed:)

Me:"goshwhathaveIdonetoyou"?

Him:"und'dlisilefondin"

Me:"ncoohbabe,Iloveyouuyeva"

Him:"nowgetdressed,wehaveaweddingtogoto"

Me:"whosaidI'mnotdressed"?



Him:"Iknowyou'renotdressed,you'reprobablyon

yourbackphez'kwebhedirightnow"

Me:"uyadikauyeva"

Him:"babewhichiswhich,uqalengokuth'

uyand'thandanowndiyadika"

Me:"IloveyounodikakwakhoZ'khali"

Him:"uyekileukoyikababe"?

Me:"enkosisthandwasam"

Him:"nowgetup,getdressedletsmeetatthealter"

Me:"yassur"!

Wehungupndanxiba,theladiescametoassistme

withthemakeupthenwheneverybodyincludingme

wasdoneweheadedtothevenue.
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IwasthequietoneIthinkitwasnervs,everyonewas

excited.Whenwereachedthevenuetheyleftme



andwentinsideIneededtimetomyselfjustgfew

minutesbeforeIcommitmyentirelifetoa

gangsta,Marccametothecar

Him:"heylilsis"

Me:"heyboet"

Him:"readytogethitched"?

Me:"asreadyascanbe"

Him:"areyousureaboutthis?Youcanstillturnback

ifyouwant"

Me:"thankyouboetbutthisisit,there'snoturning

backnow"

Him:"good,comeletyourbigbrotherwalkyoudown

theaisle"

Ismiled,gotoutofthecarandtookadeepbreath

checkingoutmyselfandreappliedmylipgloss.He

fixedmyhairandtookmyhand

sahamba,immediatelywhenwewalkedintothe



venueIsweartheatmospherechanged,themusic

changedandthepeoplestoodup.Itookonelast

lookatMarc'sbroadsmileandthenwewalkedin

stepbystepsidebysidetowardsthealter.Icouldn't

believemyeyeswhenIsawNtando...Iswearthe

suitplusthegloryofthedaymadehimlookmoreof

thekingandbusinessmanheisthanallthis

gangstafacadeish.Oureyeslockedforasecond,he

smiledandlookeddownIthoughtIsawaglimpseof

tearglassesaroundthecornersofhiseyesandmy

heartmeltedI'mtheemotionalpartnerhere,howcan

aBeastfeelthatmuchforme?ThatmomentI

realizedthathelovedmemorethanIactually

believed.WhenwereachedthealterMarcuslooked

atmeandwhispered"areyousure"?Inodwitha

smile,hereturnedthesmileandkissedmycheek...he

turned,shookNtando'shandwayohlalaphantsithenI

walkeduptohimandweturnedtofacethepastor

Him:"youmayallbeseated.Greetings

beloved,Todayweareblessedtohavegatheredhere

fortheholymatrimonyofMrNtandoNtabeniand



MsSibongileTrinaliqueSmith.Nowifthere'sanyone

amongstuswhobelievesthesetwoshouldnot

continueinthisunionplsspeaknoworforeverhold

yourpeace"

Myheartstartedbeatingfast,Iswearifanyonestood

upIwould'vefaintedrightthere.Icountedfromone

toteninmyhead...LordIdidn'tneednodrama,not

todayofalldays.IeyedNtando,hewasjustnot

fazed:oupholanjanumntukwimekoenjena?

Him:"okay,nowwecanproceed,thecouplehave

decidedtomaketheirownvowssoMrNtabenias

theheadofthehousepleasegofirst"

Wewerenowfacingeachother,hetookadeep

breathandliftedhiseyessajonganaasheheldboth

myhands.EvennowIcouldseethathewas

overwhelmed



Bae:"Thestruggleswehadtogothrough,the

hardshipswefacedcomingtothisday,thewarswe

hadtofight,thepeoplewehadtodefy...honestlyI

didn'tthinkwewerestrongenough".

Hepaused...Ijustsmiled

Bae:"YouhavelovedmewhenIwasleastloveable,to

tellyouthetruth,whenwemetIwasinbadspace

andIcansaythetimingwaswrongbuteventhrough

thatyoumademeloveagain.Isawuthandolwakho

whenlovemykidsasiftheywereyourown.Imight

nottellyoueverydayorshouldIsayIhaven'ttold

youthatwhenImetyouIcouldn'ttrustawoman

becauseofmypreviousrelationshipsbutyou

changedthat.Youchangedme,youshowedmethat

lovehasnoageandaboveall,loveconquors

everything.TodayasIwedyou,Ifirstwanttosay

thankyouforlovingaruinedmanlikeme,Iknowits

noteasybutIalsoknowwehaveitundercontrol

cozwegoteachother.Iloveyou"



Myfacewasamess...

GoodthingSivegotthoseexpensive24hrmakeups

otherwisengendinemihliselaemnyamayenyembezi

Thepastorindicatedthatitwasnowmyturn...Itook

adeepbreathndamjonga,Isniffedandlookedathim

withasmile

Me:"dudeyoujustruinedmymakeup"

Hechuckled...

Me:"Peopleevennowarestillcriticalaboutour

relationship,somehavetoldmeI'mwithyoubecause

ofyourmoneyandsomehaveinsinuatedotherwise

butwebothknowwhywearehere,howwegothere

andwhatgotushere.Peoplemightseeyouasa

beastorabossbutinyouIseemyperson.Wehave

hadtimeswhereyouhadtobeafathernotonlyto

yoursonsbuttomeaswell,thestruggleswe'vebeen



throughweresupposedtotearusapartyetthey

broughtustogether.Iwalkintothispathwithyou

knowingthattherearegreaterbattlesaheadbutI

don'tfretcozIknowyou'vegotmetightandI'vegot

you,myman,myking,mybabydaddy,myhubbybut

mostimportantlymybestfriend.Iloveyou,Ihave

triedmanytimesnottobutIdoandtodayIamthe

happiestwomaninherejusttotakeyourlastname".

ThepastorblessedtheringsandgaveNtando,he

spokeafterthepastorasheinserteditintomy

fingerthenitwasmyturnndenzathesamething.

Pstr:"MrNtabeni,youmaynowkissyourbride"

Hetookastepclosersavelasahleka...thenhejust

peckedmylipsandmovedaway.

Pstr:"MrandMrsNtabeni"



Theyapplaudedsayohlalaonourmaintable,starters

wereservedwhileourfriendsdeliveredtheir

speeches.Bythetimethemaindishwasservedour

familymembersweretalking;kwaphakamauKuhle

Him:"molweni,ndinguKuhleandthisismybig

brother...Ingqawayethuphaekhaya.Ndithunyiweke

aphanguSosobroutheIshouldreadthistoyou:

grootman,IwishyouallthebestbutonethingIthink

youshouldkeepinmindisthatyoumarriedintwana

yamsolontoithikebhutiutshatenam.Xand'buyile

ndizodemand'ericakeyamandmostimportantly

iroomyamphakwakhonotispareroom,aSoso

customizedroom.Thankyou"

Everyonewaslaughing...baworsewhenEvetookto

thestand:

Her:"I'mEvelyn,Ijustwannacongratulatemylilsister

today,Iknewfromthatfirsttimeyousaweachother

thatonedayI'llbegivingaspeechonyourwedding



daycongratsbaby.Bigguy"?

Bae:"uh-ohherecomestrouble"

:v

Her:"allyouhavetodoistreatherwellwithrespect

andappreciationthenloveherlikethere'sno

tomorrow.IfyoudothatIwon'thavetoshoweryou

withakettleofboilingwater"

Me:"hayEve"

Her:"I'mjustbeinghonesthere,althoughIdon'tthink

we'llneedthewatercozyourwifehasablackbeltin

karatesousorted"

Withthatshepassedonthemictootherpeople.

ItwasnowourturnforthanksgivingspeechhesaidI

shouldspeakonhisbehalf...

Me:"goodeveningfriendsandfamily.Itisourgreat

pleasuretohavespentthisdaywithallofyouand

webothappreciateyoubeinghere.Myhusbandis



actingshyrightnowsoI'mgoingtoalsospeakon

hisbehalfbutfirstIwannathankmyfamilyfor

alwaysbeingthereformeandthenmynewfamily

abantubakwaNtabeni,thankyouforacceptingme

asyourdaughter.SinoandOwe,thankyouforloving

measyouwouldloveyourownbiologicalmothers.

Onceagain,toallourfriendsandcolleaguesthank

youguys.LuuandSihlehaveorganisedanafter

partysoenjoyyourselves"

Aftereverythingwassaidanddonewereturned

home,Iheadedstraighttoourroomndakhulula,he

walkedandcamebehindmebitingandkissingfrom

myneck,earsandcheeks

Me:"youowemeakiss"

Him:"youowememorethanakiss"

Me:"plshelpmewiththezip,tjoiyasindalelokhwe"

Him:"Ibroughtyouchangingclothes,ourflightis

readyforus"



Me:"flight?Arewegoingsomewhere"?

Him:"xaabantubegqibotshataIthinkitscustomary

forthemtogothehoneymoon"

Me:"yhooo!YazIdidn'teventhinkofthat,but

sizobathiniabantu?Mybabies"?

Him:"everyoneherewilltakecareofthe

kids,besides,thisisstillourday"

Me:"mmhIhearyousir,letmeshowerandchange

then"

Him:"akhoneedyovasajustchangebabeman"

Me:"eshee"

Webothchangedintojeansandwhiteteesmine

waswritten"Hiswife"andhiswaswritten"her

husband"inthefron,chestarea.Thenwewent

downstairs,kissedthekidsgoodbyesahamba,Mo

wasreadyforusasusual.Whenwereachedthe

airportexactlywherethejetwasparkedtherewere

abouteightmeninblack...



Me:"babearetheseyourmen"?

Him:"eerh...Idon'tknowwhothesepeopleare"

Ndamjonga...

Him:"don'tpanic,nothingisgonnahappen"

Me:"yourjetissurroundedbystrangersandyou're

tellingmetonotpanic"?

Him:"babecalmdown,lemmecallMo"

HedialledMoitwentstraightvm

Me:"Ishould'veknown"

Hedialedsomeoneelse,Idialedmybrother.

Him:"Tee,whatsup"?

Me:"wejustarrivedattheairportandthejetis



surroundedbyuptoeightmenandNtandodoesn't

knowwhotheyare"

Him:"okaystayinthecar,we'llberightthere"

Me:"kay"

Ntandowasstillonthephone...Iswearmynerves

wereonbreakingpoint.
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Ntandoputhisphonedown,gotoutofthecarand

wenttothebackpassengerseatsunderneaththem

wakhuphatwofullyloadedguns...

Me:"isthatneccessary?Uyaphi?"

Him:"stayinthecar,lemmetalktothesepeople"

Me:"gunsdon'ttalkbabyndcelaulindeoMarc,they

saidthey'reonthewayhere"

Him:"Icanhandlethismyself"



Me:"hehNtandoIdon'twannacancelmy

honeymoonandmournyourdeath,pls.Waitingafew

moreminuteswon'thurt"

Hecametomyside,kissedmesodeepandlooked

meintheeyeballs

Him:"Beastsdon'tdie.Juststayput"

Me:"ba-"

Hewasgone,Iwatchedfromadistanceandsawhim

talkingtotwooftheguys.Hisphonerang...

Me:"Mohiuphi"?

Him:"I'monmywaytotheairportma'am,howfarare

youandthebigguy"?

Me:"we'reattheairport,you'reonyourwayfrom

where"?



Him:"IwenttobuyafewitemsIneeded,istherea

problem"?

Me:"nahI'msureitsnothingNtandocan'thandle.

Sharp"

Him:"okI'msorrytokeepyallwaiting"

Me:"don'tworry'boutit"

Him:"okay"

IhungupandwaitedinanticipationasIsaw

Ntando'sentourageofblackcarsdrivingin,Ilooked

atNtandoandsawhimslappingoneoftheguys,the

othersevenremovedgunsfromtheirwaistsand

pointedatNtando.Ilookedbehindmeandsaw

RangerwithfourguysgettingoutofRangerscar

thentheystartedwalkingtowardsthejet.Thenfour

otherguysfromanothercar,thenMarcuscameto

thecarandknocked,Iunlockedthedoorandgotout

hehuggedme.

Him:"relax,everythingisfine"



Me:"comeonMarc,Ntandojustslappedthelights

outofthatguyshead.Iknoweverythingisnotfine"

Him:"comeonTeerelax,Igotyouokay"

Me:"whoarethosepeopleanyway"?

Him:"Idon'treallycareaslongyou'resafe"

Me:"soyou'llwaitherewithme"?

Him:"yeah,wewillwaitherewithyou.Rangerandthe

restcanhandlewhateverisgoingonthere"

Me:"thankyou"

Wegotinsidethecarsaz'valelapha...

Me:"canIaskyousomething"?

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"areyouandLizokay"?

Him:"whydoyouask"?

Me:"isthatyouanswer"?



Hesighed...

Him:"okay...we'rekindagoingthrougharoughpatch

rightnow"

Me:"areyouthereason"?

Him:"maybe,butwhyarewetalkingaboutmy

relationship"?

Me:"youknow,shelovesyou.Verymuchso"

Him:"shehasaverystrangewayofshowingthat,not

thatIcareanyway"

Me:"sincewhen"?

Him:"itsbeenawhile"

Me:"Lizhasbeenthereforyou,withyouinyourhighs

andlowsdon'tdothistoher.Webothknowshecan

bealizardsometimesbutyouknowmorethan

anybodyelsethatshe'sgotagoodheart"

Him:"didyoujustsayshecanbealizard"?



Me:"whome?Lizalizard?NoIwouldneversaysuch

ahorriblethingaboutyourfuturewife...nowdon't

changethesubject"

Him:"yeahman,Iknowshe'sagoodperson.Its

just...Idon'tknowhowtoputthis,weareboredof

eachother"

Me:"bored?Soyouarecheatingoneachother?

That'sthelamestexcuseI'veheard"

Him:"I'mnotcheatingI'mjusthavingfunTee"

Ilookedathimandshookmyheadinunbelief

Him:"Iguesssinceyou'remarriednowIcansay

confesstoyou,Lizdoesn'twantmetotouchher,she

isnolongertakingcareofherself,shehasstopped

goingoutbutshefillsmyhousewiththeseextra

cousinsandfriendsI'venevermet"

Me:"doyougivehermoneytotakecareofherself,go

outorevenvisitsomefriendsandfamily"?

Him:"itsevenondebitorder,Igiveher10kevery



monthbutIdon'tseewhatshe'sdoingwithit"

Me:"justknowthatyoucan'taffordtolooseher"

Him:"ifshedoesn'tchangethenIwill,she'snotthe

onlywomanouthere"

Me:"youdon'tmeanthat"

Him:"hm"

Me:"whataboutjunior"?

Him:"hewillbewelltakencareoff"

Ayndathula

IlookedtowardsthejetandsawNtandocoming

towardsthecar

Me:"justgiveherachanceboet,andanother

thing,alsotakeresponsibilitycozyoualsoplayed

partinhowthingsarerightnow"

Him:"yeahyeah,herecomesyourman"



Webothgotoutofthecar...

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Bae:"Polopleasetakeourluggagetothejetmyman"

Ilookedathimwithmyarmsfolded,didhejust

ignoreme?Marctookourminiluggageandwalked

awaysash'yekasijamelene.Hepulledmecloseby

thewaist...

Him:"everythingiscool,wearegoingawayfromallof

thistoenjoyourhoneymoonneh"

Me:"whoarethoseguys"?

Him:"they'renotimportantrightnow,masambeuMo

umengathi"

Hekissedbetweenmyeyessahambahand-in-hand.

WhenwegotthereIhuggedmybrotherthenwe

boardednekingyam,afterafewminutesMostarted



pickingupthemachine...andthenitsteadied.Igot

upfrommyowncouchandwenttositwithhim,I

tookhistabletfromhishandandputitonthesmall

cabinet-likeshelfandactuallysatonhislap

Him:"awbabe,bendisathumelaanimportant

message"

Me:"isitimportantukodlulamna"?

Him:"no"

Me:"good,nowremoveyourhand"

Him:"mmh,sew'qalakwangoku"

Me:"Itoldyou,youoweme,nowistheperfecttimeto

redeemyourdebt"

Him:"yesma'am"

Iloweredmyhead,mylipsmethislips.Wekissed.

Wekissed,andkissedandthenwemadeoutrighton

thatcouch.Ifeltlikehewaspunishingmefor

umlambisakangaka,hiskisseswereseductivelywet



andhedraggedthemfromthenecktothelips

makingmegaspforbreathinbetweenmoans,sighs

andgroans.Hegrabbedmybehindandpulledme

closerashesuckedmytonguein..justasourblood

washotandflowingIpushedhimback

ndamncumela,gotupandwenttheminibarfridge...

Neededwater,thisjetwassomehowgettinghotter

andhotter:vxand'buyawavelawahleka

Him:"Ipaidmydept,nowyouoweme"

Me:"phola,whenIrepayyou.youwillbegtobe

indebtedtomeforever"

IjustwentoverandcuddledonhimuntilMosaid

sifikile,hourslater.Igotupstretchedandheaded

towardstheexitndaphuma.Hefollowedwithour

luggage,acarwasalreadywaitingforussangena

wenttothissecludedvintagewhitehousethat

lookedveryoldontheoutsidebutwhenwewalkedit

hadaverystylishroyalpresence...Aportertookour

luggageandleadustoourroomandittookmy



breathawayitwaselegant..massiveandbeautiful.I

wenttothewindow,thesunwascomingoutatthe

horizonsofapeacefulbeautifulislandbeachoko

ndincumileashetippedtheporter,lockeddoorand

camebehindme

Me:"babythisisbeautiful"

Hekissedthebackofmyneck

Him:"asozeifikekuwe"

Iturnedandkissedhim,wekissedforawhilebefore

heliftedmeupandputmeonthebed,hetookhis

timekissingfrommylips,neckanddownuntilhe

hadtostripmenakedstillkissingmyentirebodyyet

givingattentiontothosesensitivedelicateareas.

Him:"I'msooogoingtoenjoythispayback"

Me:"mmmh"



Wahlekaandgotup,Iopenedmyeyesndamjonga

:'(hetookthephoneandorderedbreakfastcozwe

flewthroughoutthenight,Iwassurethere'llbeabig

wetspotonmyunderwearbutndaz'cengaandsat

up,crossingmylegsafterItookhistabandtook

nudeselfies.Hecamebackwakhululaivestsafota

Me:"whatdidyouorder"?

Him:"fullenglishbreakfastandchampagne"

Me:"makeanotherorder,Iwantwhipped

cream,meltedchocolateandapunnetof

strawberries"

Him:"isn'tthatsupposedtobesomesortofdessert"?

Me:"sayswho"?

Him:"Idon'tknowndiyabuzanamnje"

Me:"babepickupthephoneandorder"

Him:"you'rebullyingmerightnow"

Me:"paybackforgettingmewetandleavingme



hanging"

Hebitmyshoulderandcalledthekitchen,Iwas

temptedtocallanyoneathomeandaskaboutmy

kids.Imissedthem,Iusuallynormallyseethem

everydaybeforeIgotobedandbeforeIleavefor

work.Hesawmedialingandtookthephoneaway

fromme

Him:"ha.ababe,weagreednottodothat"

Me:"butImissmybabiesNtando"

Him:"Imissthemtoobutwe'renotcallingthem"

Isulked,thenweheardaknockwaphakamaand

wenttogetthefood.Itookagownanddrapedit

aroundmybodygqibakwethusatyasancokola

Me:"sohowlongdoIhaveyoualltomyself"?

Him:"howlongdoyouwanttohaveme"?



Me:"hahauyayaznje,justgimmethetimeframe"

Him:"aweekortwo,ifyou'reenjoyingyourself"

Me:"itsnotaboutmebutus"

Him:"I'vebeenherebeforendfunawenawonwabe"

Me:"wecouldgoonandonaroundthisyouknow"

Him:"okkebabesohlalaaslongaswewantto"

Weatethebreakfastfinishthenhewenttobed

whileItidieduptheplates,thenItookthewhipped

creamandassociatestobedandsquattedon

him,drippledthemeltedchocfromhisbottomlip

downtohisnavelhewasn'tsmilingbutIcouldfeel

theheat.Idippedthestrawberriesintothecream

andpositionedeachexactlyonthechocolatebase

Iremovedthegown,tosseditasideandstarted

eatingmydessertfromthebottomallthewayupto

hislips.Iteasedhimwithbiteshereandthere,not

reallykissinghim



Him:"baby"

Me:"ssshhh"

IcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing,mymistakewasto

putthebowlonthebedsidetable...hesawan

opportunityandturnedusaround,Iwasbattlinghim

laughinguntilIcouldn'tanymoreIgaveup.

Him:"uzoyaziitorturebaby"

Me:"ahbabe,you'respoilingthefunnow"

Him:"fun?Babyyou'rekillingmehere"

BeforeIcouldanswerhestuffedmymouthwith

creamedstrawberry.
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IalmostchokedonthatberrycozIwaslaughing...he

smotheredmyboobieswiththecreamthenhe



addedthechocolateandthenlastlyhelickeditoff.

Slowly.Icouldn'thelpbutsquirmwhenhebit,sucked

andpulledmynipples...Hetooksatisfactionfrom

thatandpunishedmemorebytakinghistimeuntil

hefinishedthecream.MyeyeswerecloseduntilI

feltsomethinglikestickyliquidonmymoundI

openedmyeyesandsawhimpouringthemelted

chocolatedelicantlyonme,heplacedtheremaining

strawberriesonthechocolateandatethemoffmy

body.InamatterofminutesIfelthistonguegroping

inmymound,diggingforthechocolatethatsunkin

thereIopenedwideforhimtogodeeperasIbucked

andgaspedforairIpulledthesheetsononeside,the

otherhandpushedhisheadtoreachthedepthsof

mycookiejar.Heabruptlystoppedwand'jonga

Me:"babypl-please"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"Iwannafeelyouinside"

Him:"youhavetolearntochill"



Withthathecameuptomylips,kissedmefora

whilethenIfelthimgoingdeepinsideofme.The

wayhewassogoodwiththisIhadmynailsclawed

deepintohisflesh...

HehadmesayingthingsIknowIwouldn'tsayeven

whenIamdrunk,mademedothingsI'vedonebefore,

thingsIneverthoughtI'dfindmyselfdoing...Iwas

goingcrazyoverthisniqqaalloveragain.Hemade

reallovetome,slowmotion,gotmethinkingand

believingthere'snogreaterloveoutherebesidesthe

oneI'mgetting.

...

Wespentaweekindoorsdoingeverythingand

anythingnewlywedswoulddothenthefollowing

weekweeitherwentoutforawalkonthe

beach,wentsightseeingorjustwentforaswimand

tookpicturewhilstatit.Weevenhadourownlil

braaiatthebeachonoursecondtothelastdayin

theevening...



Isawanopportunitytoaskhimaboututataka

Guddarightaftersigqibotya,justchillingoncamp

chairssippingonchampagne

Me:"mylove"

Him:"sthandwasam"

Me:"akhontoubawelaund'baliselayona"?

Him:"nothinginparticular,whydoyouask"?

Me:"there'ssomethingyouortaBongsarenottelling

me.Whydoeshehateyousomuch"?

Him:"Idon'tknowbaby"

Me:"nyhanimfethu"

Him:"umfowenunguGuddanotme"

Me:"arghcummonnowdon'ttrytochangethe

subject"

Him:"butbabyIwasn't"

Me:"khand'jonge"



Wand'jongawahleka...

Me:"I'vebeenaroundforawhilesondiyamaziumntu

oxokayonophosisayobabe"

Him:"istheresupposedtobeadifferencebetween

thosewords"?

Me:"Icanseeuyaxokarightnow,pleasejusttellme

thetruthbabe"

Him:"dowehavetotalkabouthimonour

honeymoonthough"?

Me:"nowedon'thaveto,butwealreadyhavesopls

dontdodgethequestion"

Hechanneledthefire,sendingsparksupintothesky

Him:"yourdadandIknoweachotherfromalifetime

ago"

Me:"knoweachotherfromwhere"?



Him:"around"

Istoppedeatingndamjonga

Me:"sundenzamuncumfethu"

Him:"again,umfowenunguGudda,notmnababy"

Me:"nazanaphinoBong'nkosiNtando"

Him:"babecanwenottalkaboutthishere,now?

Please"

Me:"thentonightyoubetterbookyourselfinto

anotherroom"

Him:"that'sunfair"

Igotupandwalkedtowardsthehousebutstopped

afterafewstepsawayfromhim

Me:"youknowwhat'sunfair?You.Makingmebelieve

wearethroughwithkeepingsecretsfromeachother



yetyoucanevenlieaboutthistomyface.Makes

mewonderwhatotherlieshaveIbeenfed"

Ndamshiyaapho.Iknewverywellthatthiswasan

unneccessarytantrumbutIwantedtoknowthe

truthandIhadnootherplanbutthisone.Ihada

feelingthathewaskeepingasecretfrom

me,judgingbythewayhedodgedthequestion,after

afewsecondsIheardhisfootstepsbehindme

wandfumanaandstoppedmewemaphamb'kwam

Me:"khand'yekeNtando"

Him:"I'lltellyou"

Ifoldedmyarmsndamjonga

Him:"taBongsngutatakaAnelisa"

Me:"Anelisa?Anelisawaphi"?

Him:"Anelisa,mamakaSino"



Myeyesalmostpoppedoutoftheirsockets,myjaw

dropped...

Me:"Idon'tbelieveyou"

Him:"ndthethainyani"

Me:"okay,buthowdidyougetintothepicture"?

Him:"whenhewasfirstarrestedbackthenwaye

waphumaafter10yearsIthink,thenhecommitted

anotheroffencewhilehewasstillonparole

wabuyelangaphakathi.BythetimeIstarteddating

Anelisahewasalreadybackinthere,6yearslater

wevabaAnelisaispregnantandumithiswendim

wavuyacozbendingavelangabaI'malsowhatheis

soIguesshefoundcomfortinknowinghisdaughter

foundadecentman"

Me:"sayit,gangsta"

Him:"yesthat"



Ichuckled...sohecan'tevensayhe'sagangstanow?

Him:"soafteralotoffightsandallthosemessystuff

Iwentthroughwithhisdaughtersohlukanawabeu

taBongswayefunandimtshateumtanakheandthat

wasimpossible.Ourrelationshiphadturnedtoxic"

Me:"howdidhefindoutaboutthebreakup"?

Him:"Gudda"

Me:"whyamInotsurprised"

Him:"yeahsoyilowayke"

Me:"andnowyouarewithmemaybehethinksyou

willbreakmyheartlikeyoudidhisotherdaughter"

Him:"shewasneverhearubroken,uAnelisawayesele

esenzaunothandainthisrelationwaworsekengok

whenshebefriendedChumabafunaund'tshisa

nendlu"

Itookamomenttodigestallofthis...



Me:"soyouaretellingmethatIshareafatherwith

yourbabymama,thatIjustgotmarriedmyhalf-

sistersexboyfriend,andthatI'mactuallyumakazika

Sino"?

Him:"...yeap"

Ifoundarockandsatdown...

Me:"thisexplainsyourreactionthatdayItoldyou

abouthim"

Him:"thoughtyoudidn'tnotice"

Me:"youshouldhavetoldme,evenif

ibingazotshintshantobutstill.Youshouldhavetold

me"

Him:"Ithoughtuzodeakuxelelengokwakhe"

Me:"we'reinarelationship,Iwouldlikeyoutotrust

meenoughtotellmeanything.Ihatehavingtodig

andbegforyoutobeopenandbehonestabout

anythingandeverything.Especiallyifitinvolves

eitheroneofus"



Him:"babeIexpectedyourdadtotellyou

ngokwakhe,butI'msorryInevertoldyousooner"

Me:"kay"

Thismademethink,there'sprobablyagoodchance

abantwanabalendodabathesaaaphandl'apha

abazaniintoezokwenzekabazozalisanaqhacoz

nathinoAnelisaasazanibasingabomntuomnye.

WellIknownow.

Igotup...

Me:"shouldwegoinside"?

Him:"letstakeawalkonthebeach"

Hereachedformyhandsahambainsilencefora

coupleofminutes

Me:"younevertoldmeanythingaboutyourfather,

infactyounevertalkabouthim"



Him:"there'snotmuchtotalkabout"

Me:"uyamazi"?

Him:"vividlyyes"

Me:"ooh...atleastyouknowayingoBong'nkosi"

Him:"nahayinguye,evenifibinguyebesophelasiqina

enyaleni"

Ilookedathim:vIcouldn'tcontainmylaughter:p

Him:"nyhanifondin,abajikwandawoabantwanamos

sobekungazobakhoreasonforustobreakup

sesizele"

Me:"whatataboo"!

Him:"speakingofabantwana,amexpectingtriplets

ninemonthsfromnow"

Me:"triplets?Fromwhere"?

Him:"fromyou,boysonly"

Me:"uselishwenintwanayamthat'snothappening



anytimesoon"

Him:"haibofondinndsebenzekangakathispast

week"

Me:"ubusenzaabantwanakanti?Ithoughtyouwere

justshowingyourwifeagoodtime"

Him:"thattoo"

Me:"wellitsstilltooearlybabe,UbaandUvestill

needmytime,loveandundividedattention"

Him:"youknowthatsthesmartestwayoftellingme

you'reonbirthcontrol"

Me:"you'reasmartman.OneotherthingIwantedto

discusswithyou"

Him:"aslongasitwon'thaveusarguinglike

maniacs"

Me:"itshouldn't...Iwasthinking,weshouldopena

trustfundfortheboysANDIthinknowI'mreadyto

gointothebusinessIoncespokeabout"

Him:"whataboutwork"?

Me:"internshipiyaphelaintwoweeks,butevenif



ndiyendaqeshwaphaIstillwantsomethingofmy

own"

Him:"soyoubasicallyneedfunding"?

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"okay,here'swhatwewilldo.Whenwereturn

homeyouwillconductaresearchonwhatbusiness

youreallywannagetinto,makeabusinessplanand

lastlydrawupabusinessproposalformetolookat"

Me:"okay,thankyou"

Him:"trustfundsend'benzelebonke,I'mbusysaving

imaliyaboyofundangoku"

Me:"ooh,okay"

Him:"butIwantedustoupgradeourcarsthis

December"

Me:"Ilovemycarjustasitis,ifyouwannaupgrade

methenbuymeaRangetoo.Asmysecondcar"

Him:"aRange"?

Me:"yep,orundiphelaRangeyakhoiseJoburg.The

droptop"



Him:"uthandaiRangeorkubaiyicoupbabe"?

Me:"bothbabe"

Him:"alright,zok'khangelelaeyakhowhenIreturnto

theCapegbutitwon'tbeblack"

Me:"nah,Iwantredorwhite"

Him:"mmkay"

Wewalkedbacktothehouse,washedourfeetand

gotinbed.
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Wespentonemoredaythensagoduka,Ireally

missedmysons.Whenwelanded,oneofhisguys

hadalreadybeenwaitingforussowegotinthecar

andweretakenhome.Safikakuthenkcweengathi

akhobantu,Ilefthimesakhuphaimpahlandaya

emnyango,itwaslocked.Healsocametothedoor

wand'jonga



Him:"don'tyouhaveasparekey"?

Me:"Ido,singaphakathi"

Him:"yho"

Hecalledsomeone

IcalledFats,herphonedidn'tevenring.Icalled

mamakaNtandoyakhalayodwaandthenhitVM,I

lookedatNtandountilwagqibauthethaonthe

phone.

Me:"okay,where'severyone"?

Him:"we'vebeengonefortwoweeksbabeabantu

bagodukile"

Me:"oh?Abantwanabambonababephi

kulomgodukokengok"?

Him:"uzofaumncinciyazbabe,breath"

Me:"haymanNtando,howcanIbreathxand'fikela

endliniekhal'umoya"?



Him:"seewhatImean?Uzokhulagreyhairssoon"

Me:"okayokay.I'mcalm,nowplstellmeyouknow

wheremykidsare"

Him:"bahambenomakhulu"

Me:"heeeIjustcalledherakay'bambiiphone"

Him:"inobakungok'bend'thethanaye.Wealsohave

togetgoing"

Me:"siyaphikanene"?

Him:"siyaeMonti"

Me:"ohokay"

Heturnedandreturnedtothecar,ndashyeka

ndinyoshozaemvakwakhe.TheguydrovetoeZwide

wohlikaleavingNtandotodrive:o

Me:"sooowe'redrivingtoEastLondonbaby"?

Him:"yep"

Me:"oh-kay"



Ikindadozedoffhalfofthedrive,onlywokeupata

garagendayothengaamanzicozbekushushulawei

ontopofthatlendodayadlalaijazz.

Me:"babynd'lambilemna"

Him:"ufunautyantonisthandwasam"?

Me:"anythingaslongasitisfood"

Him:"okay,justwaitafewmoreminutes"

Me:"kay"

Itookhistabletandbrowsedthenet,Iwasbored

okay.Usuallyweuseflightalmosteverywhere,this

wasnewtome...

Him:"uthen"?

Me:"I'mhungryandbored"

Him:"nyamezela"

Me:"Idon'thaveachoicenje"



Helookedatmeandsmiledwaqhubauntilwegotto

Nandoswayomisakwiparkingareatjondakhe

ndaphumaandstretchedmyarmsandlegsthenwe

walkedin,Iorderedquarterchickenforthebothofus

sahlalasatya.

Him:"buthatheileaveengakanani"?

Me:"iyaphelanextweek,thenIworkonelastweek

phakupheleiinternship"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"whydoIgetafeelingbasizohlalaaphababe"

Him:"notindefinately"

Me:"okayforhowlong"?

Him:"andaz'sizovangomakhulu"

Me:"sizovangomakhulu?Okay"

Him:"ikhonaenyintoesizoyenzathatmighttake

time"



Me:"yintonyona"?

Hekeptquietandatehismeal...

Me:"babe"

Him:"okaylistencarefullyI'llexplainthistoyou"

Me:"...oh-kay"

Him:"traditionallyneh,aftergettingmarriedyou're

supposedtobewelcomedekhayaasumakoti

unxityisweamadakhi,utyeutsikiunxibeneblack

doek"

Me:"summarizebabe"

Him:"okay,uyonxityiswake.Takeitasasecond

wedding"

Me:"asinthemakotithingyoujustspokeabout"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"oh"

Him:"masityes'hambeIstillhavetopickupacouple



ofthingsezifunwangumakhulu"

Me:"okay"

Weatefinishthensahamba...Inthecarwewere

silent,hewasthinkinghisownstuffandIwas

thinkingmyown.UntilIsnapped...

Me:"baby"!

Him:"hm"?

Me:"soIamgoingtowearablackdoek?Andwhat

else?HowlongamIsupposedtowearthesethings"?

Wand'jongawahleka...

Me:"cummonbaby"

Him:"you'llsee"

Me:"pleasemfondin"

Him:"Kalokand'yazmnababy,uzubuzeumakhulu



whenwegettothehouse"

Me:"kay"

Againwedroveinsilence:(thisthinggotmeworried.

Ididn'twanttostayheremorethanIamrequiredbut

Ididn'twannabetheunrulybride.AsmuchasI

didn'tknowmuchaboutthiswholething,Iwas

curiousandwantedtodoittomyutmostbestnot

onlybecauseIhavetopleasemyinlawsbutbecause

IknowIwanttolearnaboutmyculturetoo,Iwantmy

husbandtobeproudandgladofhisdecisionand

mostimportantlyIwillbetaughtonhowtobeareal

wifetomyhusband.WedrovetoanAfrican

boutique

Him:"aw'fun'kohlika"

Me:"sizothiniaphak'qala"

Him:"sizothathaimpahlazakho"

Me:"oohnyhan?Nd'yafuna"



Webothgotoutandwentinside,kuyoyonke

lehamboyethuIwaswearingamintsummerdress

thatreachedjustabovethekneewithsandals.We

walkedinside,anAfricanguywhointroducedhimself

asIkegaveusourpackage,Isawablueonepiece

dresseyenziwengamajar'maniatthecornerndaya

kuyo.Itlookedbeautiful,modernyetwiththat

traditionalfeel.

Him:"youwant"?

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutwantingbutIlike"

Him:"itsbeautifuldon'tyouwannatryiton?Maybe

youwillwantit"

Me:"neh?"

HeaskedformysizeIkewenttofetchitfromthe

storeroomthenshowedmethefittingroomIwent

inndanxiba,itreallywasbeautiful.Especiallyonme

now.Icameouttoshowtatakhe,thesmilethatcrept

ontohisfacesaiditall.



Me:"youlike"?

Wancuma,Ikecametoputamatchingdoekonmy

head.Damn,Ikilledit!Onelookatmyhusband

confirmedwhatIwasfeeling

Him:"Ilove"

Me:"uzand'thengela"?

Him:"youfeelcomfortableinit"?

Me:"verymuchso...Idon'twannatakeitoff:'("

Him:"hah!Justnowyouwerescepticalaboutthese

things"

Me:"eshe,uzamauzenzajuicyngamkengok?

Uzand'thengelanebabewam"?

HelookedatIke



Him:"we'retakingthis"

Ike:"nobeproblemmabroda"

Icouldn'tcontrolmysmile,Iwenttochangendabuya

ndanikauIkehepackageditandgaveus,Ntando

paidsahamba.Icouldn'tunderstandwhyInever

lookedatsuchclothingbefore:p

Me:"sowherearewegoingtorightnow"?

Him:"I'mnotsure,siyephibetweenSparandPnP?"

Me:"arewebuyinggroceries"?

Him:"justcerealszabantwanakuthwaz'phelile"

Me:"IthinkSPARwillbefine"

Him:"kay"

WedrovetoSpar,sayothengaezizintoebez'xela,I

alsoaddedafewitemsIneedednechoki:p



Me:"babeabantwanasobaphathelani?"

Him:"nguweumama,youshouldknow"

Utshokuban?ItookeverythingIcouldputmyhands

onthinkinguzonqandabuthedidn'tthensagoduka

straightafterthat.Whenwegotthere,therewere

people...Imean,alotofpeoplekugcwelenje

ngumntukulayard.OkayIgotalilintimidated

kengok...

Me:"younevertoldmeyouhavesuchabigfamily"

Him:"familyfriends,extendedfamilymemberswho

couldn'tattendourwhiteweddingandour

neighbourswhocouldn'taffordtogotoPE"

Me:"soallthesepeoplecameherebecauseof

okukunxityiswakwam"?

Him:"youcancallitatraditionalwedding"

AgainIlookedoutside...thewomenwere



ululating,singingpureXhosasong,theywere

celebrating.Itookadeepbreathbeforeweleftthe

car...

Him:"youneedtochill"

Me:"awaziindlelaendoyikangayobabe"

Him:"comegimmeakissbefores'phume,might

nevergetachance"

WellIwantedtobekissed,IknewI'llbecalmafterlo

kiss.Wekissedforclosetothirtysecondsthen

sohlika,somekidscamerunningbezophathaoo

plastic,somewomenwhowerealsosingingand

dancingcametomebandisaeflattin':osadpart

yayoyonkelentoallmyphoneswerewithNtandoso

Icouldn'ttexthimndimbuzekwenzekantoningoku

orwhyndizobekwakuleflat.Someonewholooked

exactlylikehismomwalkedinwiththatbagwe

wenttofetchkuIke,Iwasthentoldtoundress

ndanikwaimpahlafromthatbagndanxiba,afterthat

theyfastenedascarfaroundmywaistbend'xelela



bawhatitmeans,thenatowelacrossmyupperbody

thenixakathoonmyshouldeslastlybandijikelisa.

ThentheysaidIshouldsitonthefloorkwikhuko

untillatethentheytookmetothemainhouseapho

ndiyalwekhona.Therewasonewomanwhosaid

somethingIcouldn'tbelievewouldcomeoutofan

elderlywoman:p

Her:"indodaayilanjiswakemakoti,akukhathaliseki

nokubanixabenekwaqhumauthulikodwaindoda

mayifumaneukutyakwayoaphaendlini"

Ifoundthatverysensible...untilshecontinued:o:p

Her:"funekaumphekeleatyeamunceiintupha

mtanam,naxaumnikaokwasekamereniukutya

umnikeadeafunenohamb'ekhangelaiglue

yoz'ncamathelisakuwe"

Hayndahlekakengok:vbutImadesureandivakali.



Her:"enyintoninabantubatshanicing'baindoda

iyabotshelelwa,mtanam,uNtandondiyamzala,ndingu

ninakazi.Ndiyamaz'umtanamulungexaelele

uwathandaukufaamankazana.Ungakulingekewena

uleqekeemvakwakhe,aphakooJojoooZ'khali

ooTiyekasaziwenamolokazana.Futhikesizojonga

kuwenaxauphelaumziwakhookanyexasibona

umtanawethuehebukanamadikaziphandl'apha"

Alotofthemsaidalotofthings,Iwasgivenmynew

name:DLuthando.Evencomingtothatwasabattle

:(onewomansuggestedIbecalled

Nobandla,anothersaid

Amandisa,Nosakhe,Nolukholo,Nobuhle:'(Iwouldn't

havemindedBuhlehaywiththe'no'infront.But

omny'utatasuggestedLuthandoandgavereasons

thenkwavunywa.AfterallofthatkwathiwaIshould

goandmaketeaforeveryonendayoyenza

ThatnightNtandosentmyhandbagmyluggage



wasalreadyhere,Wetextedthroughoutthenightoko

end'cengawantingtoknowmynameandamxelela

tu.IwasfinallygenuinlyhappycozIgottosleep

withmysons

FollowingmorningIwokeupandwenttomake

tea,thenImadebreakfastthenstartedpreparingfor

lunch.NtandowalkedintothekitchenwhileIwas

preparinglunch,hecameupandkissedmycheek

Me:"heystranger"

Him:"Luthandowam"

Iblushed̂ _̂

Me:"esheuxelelwenguban"?

Him:"makazi.You'reglowingkwezimpahlayaz

babe.Ubutyile?"

Me:"yep"



Him:"mmh,LetmeleaveyoubeforeI'mchasedout"

Me:"akhonalokiss'nyanakengok"?

Hefirststolealookoutsidethenkissedme.
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Spentmylastweekofleavewiththeinlaws,Ntando

hadtogobacktotheCapesoheleftmeandmy

kidsbehind.Iemailedmybossbaandizokwaz'

ubuyelaespanforthelastweekofourinternship.

AfteronemonthIheardbabathathiwe

abany'abantwanaebend'phangelanabo,asmuchas

ithurtIknewverywellthattherewasnothingIcould

doaboutitnow.Onthesecondmonthndihleli

eMonti,onjustanothercasualdayasIwasbusy

researchingmynewbusinessventuresanddrafting

abusinessproposalforthe"sponsor"Irecieveda

callfromFaith-_-youknow,whensomepeoplecall

youandyoujustknowitseitherdramaortotal

bullshit!AfteracoupleofringsIdecidedtopickthe

callup



Me:"MrsTitus"

Her:"hey,unjansisi"

ThankGodshedidn'tactalldivaonmefortaking

mytimetopickuphercallcozbendizom'lungisa

namhlanje

Me:"I'mokay.Wena?"

Her:"I'mgood,Iwantedtocongratulateyouonyour

nuptials"

Me:"oh-kay"

Her:"andsincewewerenotinvited,I'dliketodo

somethingforyou.MaybetakeyoushoppingI'm

sureyou'regoingtoneedchangeofclothesnow

thatyou'reonanewandexcitingjourneyoflife"

Me:"youwanttotakemeshopping"?

Her:"ewewhydoyousoundsurprised"?



Me:"justsowe'reclear,youandyourfamilyweren't

invitedonpurpose"

Her:"I'mwellawareofthatthankyou"

Me:"goodatleastwe'reonthesamepage,nowonthe

shoppingthing...thankyoufortheofferbutno

thanksI'msorted"

Her:"comeonS'bongile,whenwillyouacceptthat

we'refamily?ThatI'myouraunt?I'mtryinghere

Please"

Me:"Idon'twanttobeindebtedtoanyone,soplease

keepyourmoneytoyourselforgofindhomeless

kidstosponsorndisortedmna"

Her:"andyaziubafunekasenzenjanito

accommodateyou,makeyoufeellikepartofthe

familythatyoualreadyare"

Me:"ohgoodLord,whosaidIwantedtobe

accommodatedbyanyonefromyourfamily"?

Shekeptquietforasec...

Iwaitedforher,ready!



Her:"Sibongile"

Me:"ndisenguTrina"

Her:"Sibongile"

Me:"Faith"

Her:"please.IknowIwasneveryourfannoramI

yourfavouriteperson"

Me:"okay"

Her:"butIstillwanttobuildarelationshipwithyou

cozI'myouraunt.Iknowaw'funintoidibene

notatakhobutthatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldisolate

allofus.Youmightnotneedusnow,butlifehasits

ownwaysofhumblingaperson.Inyawoalina

mpumlosisiTrustme,Iknow.Iamnottryna

blackmailyouintolikingoracceptingus,but

ndikuxelelaintoendiyaziyo"

Nowwasmyturntobequiet...



Her:"ifgoingshoppingwithmeistoomuchthencan

weatleastgooutmaybegrabacoffeeorlunch.I

cancometoPEakhongxaki...akhontondiy'funayo

besideshavingarelationshipwithyouqha"

Itookadeepbreath...

Me:"wecandolunch.Tomorrow,andI'minEast

Londonsothere'snoneedtogotoPE"

Her:"ohthankyousomuch.Plsthinkthisthrough

thentextmetimeandplacenobakuksasa"

Me:"okay"

Her:"alrightkebye"

Me:"sharp"

AfterhangingupIrealizedthatmaybeImighthave

beenactingsnobbishsomehow...maybesheisright.

Wedon'tknowwhatlifewillbringk'sasa,wejustlive

bygrace.IexhaledandcontinuedwithwhatIwas



doinguntilNtandocalledme,yetanother

disturbancesoIpickedupthecallandstarted

packingmythingscozIknewandizophindandibene

chancekuzofunekandiphekeisupper

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"tjoand'sakukhumbulifondin"

Me:"shame"

Him:"s'thandwasam"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"aw'fun'ubuyangoku"?

Me:"wouldn'tmakenodifference,useKapawena

mnand'zobend'buyelaeBhayiremember"?

Him:"soaw'bawelinokuzaaphakumevenifitsjust

oneweeknje"?

Me:"ay'kapheliithreemonthsmtshanam"

Him:"whydoIfeellikendimloukhumbulawena,and

nottheotherwayround"?



Me:"hahahajustbecauseIdidn'tsayImissedyou

doesn'tmeanIdon't"

Him:"kalokitshonamndikuvebauyand'khumbula

fondin"

Me:"aw'sanditefelitatakaSino"

Him:"ndithinikebaby,awuunderstandwenayaz"

Me:"IunderstandverywellkanticozIalsomissmy

owncars,andhouse.Myownspace"

Him:"thatdon'tmeanuyand'khumbulathough,more

especiallywhenyoumentionyourmaterialthings"

Me:"youknowIloveyouright"

Him:"Ido?"

Me:"heeee,bakwenzenton'lovekuleKapa"?

Him:"oobani"?

Me:"ababantuukubo,kuthen'ngok'awayazinoba

ndiyak'thanda"?

Him:"it'sbeenawhilesinceIheardyousaythat

word"



UqaleniniutefauNtandobethuna:/

Igotup,lockedmyroomandwenttostartwith

supperpreparationswhiletalkingtohimonthe

phone

Me:"baby"

Him:"hm"

Me:"Iknowyou'reprobablylyingonyourbackinyour

apartmentandyouwannahaveanicechatwithyour

wife.That'scute,butcanIcallyoulater?Ihaveto

cooknow"

Him:"can'tyoumultitaskthough"?

Me:"ImisplacedmybluetoothearpieceandIlent

umamamyheadsetsebezomamelairadio"

Him:"you'rejustdismissingme"

Me:"Iloveyouvha"

Him:"mmh"



Ihungup.

ImissedhimsomuchbutIhadgottenusedtoit,for

alongtimeduringourdatingperiodwespent

monthsapartandtobeaccurateweonlyspentmore

timetogetheroncewegotpregnantandengaged.

Allofthatmademestrong,andtomakethingseasy

formeIhadthemostamazingmother-in-lawanda

bunchofcheerfulkidstobrightenmygloomydays.I

startedwithsupper...Sinowalkedinandsatonthe

highstool

Her:"mama"

Me:"baby"

Her:"canwetalk,please"

Iclosedthelidandwenttositoppositeher

Me:"okayI'mallears"



Her:"okaysoOweandIwerewonderingifwecould

golivewithyou"?

Me:"youmeanforholidaysright"?

Her:"noImeanpermanently.SifundephayaePort

Elizabeth"

Me:"permanentlyyousay?MayIaskwhy"?

Her:"wewouldjustliketostaywithyouandthe

twins,maybewe'llevengettoseedaddymore

often"

Me:"Oh'kay...butumakhuluuzosh'yekanabani"?

Her:"we'llcomeandvisitherkalokumama"

Ndathulaandcontinuedpeelingveggies...Iwasjust

thinkingcozndiyamaz'uNtandoakazovumalonto.

Well,atleastIwashopingangavumicozIdidn't

wannalivewithallthekidsindefinitelyasyet.

Holidaysarefun,butnotthepermanentsituation

whenIstillhadthetwinstonurtureandmy

upcomingbusinessestogetofftheground.This

wasnotgoingtoendwell...letaloneworkforme.



Me:"okay,gimmesometimetotalktoyourdadabout

it"

Her:"okay"

Shewentoutsidewayodlala.Icooked

ndagqiba,dishedupforeveryoneandserved.When

weweredoneIcollectedandwashedthe

dishes,whenIwasdoneIturnedoffthelightsand

wentpassedtheloungetomyroomndabizwa

ngumamaxand'dlula

Her:"ngomsondiyaeMatatiele,ndizohlalaivekipha"

Me:"ohokay,akhontoimbiphofu"?

Her:"umzalawamubhujelwengumyeniebene

swekile"

Me:"shame,okaymamaakhongxaki"

Her:"remembertolockthegaterightafter

abantwanabemkileyouwillopenitagainxabebuya"



Me:"okay"

Her:"alrightungayolalakesisi"

Iwenttomyroomfikaabantwanabambedlalange

phonezamndaz'thatha

Uve:"mamaafonaitatam"

Me:"comeletsbaththenwe'llcalldaddy"

Uba:"bafmama"?

Me:"yesmyprince,comebathwithmama"

Iundressedbothofthemnamthenwewenttobath

together.Iletthemplayforawhilethen

saphuma,welotionedandworePjsndazama

ubalalisa

Uve:"itataUbe"

Me:"khaw'laleUvelile"



Uve:"tatam"

Hestartedsulkingandeventryingtocry,Itookthe

phoneanddialedhisfatheryakhalayodwa,Itriedthe

secondandthirdphonewithoutanyluck

Me:"nanautataulele"

Uba:"tatammama"

Thenonestartedcrying:oxandizomthuthuzelathey

startedcryingtogetherinamelodicunison-_-

sopranonealto...atfirstItriedcalmingthemdown

buttheywerejustgoingonandonndabayeka.

Ndacimaisibanendalalamna...

Myphonerang...Ntando

Me:"babe"



Him:"heyIjustsawyour...wait,batheniabantwana

bekhalanje"

Me:"ubufunwangabo...khaw'thethenabo"

Iputthephoneonloudspeakerandputitbetween

them

Him:"Uvelile?Ubabalo"?

Theydidn'thearhim,howcouldthey?Bengxola

kangakayaalready.

Me:"Nank'utatawenukalokuthulaniyhobafondini"

Him:"don'tscornmykidsmfondin"

Me:"bayangxolaNtando"

Him:"obviouslycoznaweaw'bathuthuzeli"

Uba:"tata"?

Him:"mylord"



Uve:"apuyatata"

Him:"ufunautataabuyewena"

Uba:"e.epuyeitataUba"

Uve:"hayyitataUbeyena"

Uba:"tatam"?

Him:"ndoda"

Uve:"tatam"?

Him:"ndoda"

Yho-_-Really?

Idriftedoffbesenzalonto...wellforafewminutes

beforeoneofthemputthephoneonmyearand

triedwakingmeupwithahotklaponmylips

Me:"mh.hmnamaannina"

Him:"hayhay"



Iturnedaroundandsawthattheywereslowly

driftingofftosleep,Icoveredthem

Him:"usekhona"?

Me:"yeahbend'bombathisa"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"whatwereyoudoingwhenIcalledyou"?

Him:"Iwasbusyattendingtoalilsomething"

Me:"yinton'yonakaloku"?

Him:"haybabeitsbusiness"

Me:"foryoursakeIhopeitsbusinessnyhanibabe"

Him:"uyakhweletababe"

Me:"lookingoutformyassetsayikokhweletababe

don'tgetthattwisted"

Him:"bossladyman!"

Me:"howmuchtimedoyouhave?There'ssomething

Iwannadiscusswithyou"



Him:"I'mtheboss,timeisnotanissuethethamntu

wam"

Me:"Sinowantstolivewithme,us,actuallybothof

thembutkuzeuSinokum"

Him:"asinbahlalenaweeBhayi"

Me:"thatswhatshesaid"

Him:"uth'whybefun'uhamba"?

Me:"and'mazibabe"

Him:"hayay'zokwenzekalonto,bazom'shiyanaban'

umamakengok"?

YES!!!!:D:D

Me:"Idon'tknow,butSinospokeaboutvisiting"

Him:"ha.athatsnotgonnaworkbabe,mxelele

nditsho"

Me:"kay,goodnightke"

Him:"ubuthesizoncokolababelate,kulatengoku"



IswearIsighed:'(whydidIsaylater?Ndozelablind

ngok'.

Me:"didIsaythat"?

Him:"uyaz'bonakebabe"

Me:"kayokay,letstalk"

Him:"verywell,sotellme..whatareyouwearing"?

O.oreallythough?

Me:"unfortunatelyforyouI'mnotwearinganything

appealing"

Him:"argbabe,ngewund'qhathilekeatleast"

:p.
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WeconversedforaboutanhourorsobutIfell

asleepduringourconvo,Iknewuzokhalazaksasa



butbendimxeleleI'mtiredIneededmyrestbo.

FollowingdayIwokeupandpreparedfortheschool

children,makhululeftkwaearlyndash'yeka

nabantwanabam.SisFatswasbackinJoburgcoz

akhomsebenziokwangoku.DuringthedayI

continuedwithmyresearchforpossiblebusinesses

andtheirpropertiesorratherpossiblelocationsin

andoraroundPE...IhadthreeinmindnowIhadto

compilebusinessplansandproposalsforallthree

ofthem.IcalledNtando...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"hey,uright?"

Him:"ndigrandbabe,wena"?

Me:"nam,Iwaswonderingwhetheritwouldbe

possiblethatyoucouldaskoneofyourfriendsto

checkavailabilityofpropertyinPEforme"

Him:"propertyforwhatnow"?

Me:"formybusiness"

Him:"oh...whatkindapropertyarewetalkingabout"?



Me:"safe,yeteasilyaccessableanditmustbein

goodhealth"

Him:"propertyingoodhealthbabe?How"?

Me:"yhoImeangoodconditionsan"

Him:"okay...I'llcallyoubackwithananswerlateron"

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungup

WhenIwasdonewithallthreebusinessplansI

realisedthatIwouldneedtogoandlearncertain

requiredskillsforthesecondofthethreebusiness

ideasandIcouldonlydothatinJunewhichwould

givemeenoughtimetofocusonopeningbusiness

numberoneifHubbydecidestofundmephof.Past

10:00amIrememberedIhadpromisedFaithlunch

butthenagainbend'cingelanabantwanabangabuyi

kungekhobantuendlinisoIcalledher,way'bamba

shame



Her:"hellow"

Me:"Faithhi,Iwaswonderingifwecanmakeit

brunch?Nd'cingelaabantwanababuyendingekho"

Her:"whateversuitsyousisi"

Me:"letsmakeit11:30to12atGrazia"

Her:"ohokay"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandwenttobathwithmysons,wecame

out,lotionedandthenweallgotdressedinnavy

shorts;whitesneakers,capsandmatchingvests.I

madesnacksfortheschoolkidsthenweleftsafika

sekhonashetookonechildaswehugged,awaitress

broughtmethechildfeederchairsforthekids.We

orderedsancokola

Her:"aw'semhlemani,I'veneverimaginedyouin

theseclothes"

Me:"enkosi"



Her:"sotellme,uzobalaphaforhowlong"?

Me:"onemoremonththenIchangetheseclothes

ndibuyeleeBhayi"

Her:"areyoustillworking"?

Me:"no,internshipiphelengokundilapha"

Her:"yhouzokwenzanjankengoku"?

Me:"I'llseewhattodoxasendiphayawethu"

Her:"wellifyouneedanythingdon'thesitatetocall

me,ningadenilalengamanzi"

Me:"thankyou,butukhonanokouNtandoasinode

silalengamanzi"

Her:"ohaike"

Wespentclosetotwohourswithherthenwewent

backhomesafikabengekabuyiabanye,Iputthese

twotobedfortheirmiddaynapthenIrested...And

calledmyking.Ittookacoupleofringsbeforehe

pickedup



Him:"hello"?

Hesoundedsleepy:'(

Me:"wereyousleeping"?

Him:"napping,wassup"?

Me:"nothing...Ijusthavenothingelsetodo"

Him:"oohsondizok'chitisaisyalumna"?

Me:"maybe"

Him:"unfortunatelyforyouIhaveameetingtogoto"

Me:"butuvuswendimnjebaby"

Him:"justaminutebeforemyalarmthough"

Me:"yaphosisaNtandokodwa"

Him:"Ihavetogoneh,I'llcallyouagainobuyakwam"

Me:"mmh"

Hehunguponmendash'yekandijongeiphone,I



closedmyeyesforasecbeforemyphonerang

Me:"mmh"

Him:"don'ttellmeuyalala"

Me:"youdon'twannatalktomekalok"

Him:"uyalilakengok"?

Me:"ufunand'lilewena"?

Him:"babeman,mas'ncokoleke"

Me:"whataboutyourmeeting"?

Him:"Iwaspullingyourleg,Ihavenomeetingtogo

to"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"sotelldaddyhowwasyourday"?

Me:"itwasactuallyinteresting,wehadlunchwith

auntyFaith"

Him:"mamakaTitus"?

Me:"yep,theoneandonly"



Him:"wow,that'sprogressnjebaby.Howwasit?Did

youenjoyyourself"?

Me:"assuprisedasIam,Ididenjoyit"

Him:"I'mproudofyou"

Me:"I'mproudofmyselftoo,IguessIhavenothingto

loosengom'nikaachance"

Him:"yeah,justbecarefulwithher"

Me:"Iknow,whatwereyouupto"?

Him:"nothing...okond'hleliaphaendlini"

Me:"kumnandiubayibossneh"

Him:"notwhenyouhavetoleaveyourfamilyandgo

onalifethreateningjob"

Me:"itsthelifeyouchosentwanayam"

Him:"wellithasitsperks...Sawyournewbrother

yesterday"

Me:"uthini"?

Him:"hedogdedmethinkingandimbonangabutI

justpretendednottoseehimtoo"



Me:"that'ssoimaturethough"

Him:"Idon'twannastartuptrouble,butIamreadyfor

himcozIknowhewillslipupeventually"

Me:"savemethedetailsbabe,Idon'twannaknow"

Him:"whyamIeventellingyounyhan?Wherearethe

kids"?

Me:"twinsaresleeping,ababadalaarestillatschool"

Him:"umakhuluuth'uzokukhululaobuyakwakhe"

Me:"butshe'sonlystayingaweekpha"

Him:"maybetwo"

Me:"thatstilldoesn'tcoverthreemonthsthough"

Him:"uyak'cingelababe"

Me:"youdidn'tpushher"?

Him:"pushher?Haibos'thandwasam"

Me:"webothknowumamaeatsfromthepalmof

yourhandNtando"

Helaughed



Me:"uhlekantoniNtando"?

Him:"don'tletherhearyousaythat,uzand'moshela

izinto"

Me:"hahayesesungcolilebabe"

Him:"Iloveyoutoo,soletsmakeadeal"

Me:"ha.aIdon'twannamakedealswitchu,they

normallybackfire"

Him:"heee,khand'xeleleufumeneomnyeumyeni

S'bongile"?

:p

Me:"iyellowbonemtshana"

Him:"babeandidlali"

Me:"heh,ndiyadlalamna"?

Him:"ndaw'zaemontingokumnandimqhekeze

ubuchopholoyellowbonewakhoangakholelwa"

Me:"ndizomfihlaaw'sozeumfumane"

Him:"I'veneverlookedforanythingandnotfindit"

Me:"there'safirsttimeforeverything"



Him:"okay...Canwemoveonfromthis"?

Me:"yeah,aw'baweliundiphaimalimntuwam"?

Him:"uzakuyenzan'imaliuhleliendlinibabe"?

Me:"ndizoz'khuphanabantubam,wegetboredjust

sittingheredoingthesamethingdayinanddayout"

Him:"ooh"

Me:"ifaw'funithenI'llusemyown,butyouwillhave

topaymeuptripled"

Him:"okaylemmegetthisright..youwanttotake

yourpeopleout,withmymoney?Ifyouuseyourown

moneyIwillhavetorepayyouthreetimesthevalue

youused"?

Me:"yassur"

Him:"you'restartingtosoundlikeanopportunist

babyandIdon'tthinkIlikethat"

Me:"ouch"

Him:"Iwasjustbeinghonestthough"

Me:"noIgetyou,wecanforgetIsaidanything.Uzoya

niniePEmycarneedstogotoservicingnextweek



Thursday"

Him:"Icangetsomeonetotakeitforyou"

Me:"hayayizokwaz'intobaimotoyamiqhutywe

ngomnyeumtubesidesyou"

Him:"okaykebutIwon'tbeherethewholeofnext

week,sihambangeweekendtillthefollowing

weekend"

Me:"kay,I'lltakeitxand'buyileke"

Iheardahooteroutside...motoyoOwe.

Igotupandwenttoopenthegate

Me:"Iuhm,havetogonow"

Him:"goingsomewhere"?

Me:"whydoyouask"?

Him:"Ijustheardahooterinyourbackground"

Me:"ohthat"

Him:"yesthat.Nguban"?



Me:"yhouinsecurewenamaaniuwesmvanje,yi

motoyoSinobra"

Him:"ooh,don'thangupIwannaspeaktothem"

Owewalkedink'qala

Owe:"afternoonsisi"

Me:"afternoonboy,ina.Yourdadwannaspeakto

you"

Hetookthephoneandsatdown

Owe:"dad"?

Him:"junior,unjani"?

Owe:"I'mwelldadhowareyou"

Him:"I'mgood,IhearnifunauyohlalaeBhayi"

Owe:"siyabawelatata"



Him:"yintoniingxaki"?

Owe:"there'snoproblemdad,wejustwannaseeyou

moreoften"

Him:"butIdon'tliveinPEandyouguysknowthat"

Owe:"usahlalaeKapana"?

Him:"eweboy"

Owe:"oohokayke.WethoughtuhlalanosisiinPE"

Him:"mamelaboy"

Owe:"ewetata"

Him:"youguysmustlivewithmakhulufornow,you

canalwaysvisitmeoryourmomwheneveryouwant.

Okay"

Owe:"okay...ngoJunekes'celauzakuweeKapa"

Him:"noproblem"

Sinowalkedinandlistened...

Owe:"okaybyebye,nank'uSino"



Hegaveherthephonewahambawayokhulula.

Her:"daddy"

Him:"babygirl,howareyou"?

Her:"Iamfinedaddy,whenareyoucomingback"

Him:"NgoMarch,whydoyouaskmtanam"

Her:"Iwantedtoaskyousomething,butIthink

umamahastoldyoualready"

Him:"yeahandI'vespokentoyourbrotheraboutit"

Her:"oh...soIguessthatmeansaw'vumanganetata"

Him:"fornownobabygirl"

Her:"butwecanstillvisitforholidaysne"?

Him:"anytimemylove,Ihopeyou'renotupsetwith

daddy"

Her:"noI'mnotrelaxdaddy,aslongasuzobuya

nyhaniinMarch"

Him:"Ipromisemylove"

Her:"okaykebyebye"



Him:"byebye,nikaumamakhoiphone"

Shegavemethephoneandwenttotheirroom

Me:"mntuwam"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"loveyoumore"

Him:"willcallyoulater"

Me:"I'llbewaitingbabe"

Wehungup.
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LateronthatdayIdecidedtodriveandwenttobuya

kfcbarrel,Iwasn'tgonnacooknobaakekhoumama

noko.OnmywayoutofkfcIgotabanknotification

ofR5000depositfromNtandoIsentitbackto

him,xand'fikaendliniwaphindaway'thumelanam



ndaphindanday'thumelabacktohim.HesaidI

soundedlikeanopportunist,hello?I'mhiswifeso

kucacilebaandizocelantokuyemoswithout

soundinglikeanopportunist.Oryindlelaendiy'cele

ngayo?Eintlik,Ididn'tcareonebit.Iwalkedintothe

housethenhecalled...

Me:"babe"

Him:"Itriedsendingyoumoneyitdoesn'tgo

through"

Me:"ohhayman,iyafikaIjustsenditbacktoyou"

Him:"haibo,whywouldyoudothat"?

Me:"becausebaby,IrealizedIcanstilltakecareof

myself"

Him:"okay,Idon'tgetyourightnow"

Me:"itdon'tmatterwethubaby"

Him:"ifitdon'tmatterthenI'msendingitagain"

Me:"babydon't.Okay?Sesigrandsoreallyakho

need"



Him:"butubuyicelilelemalinjeS'bongilewhy

ungayifuningoku?Orubudlalangam?"

Me:"bendingadlalingawemyenamqha

bendikudlalisa...Lontoufun'udliwa"

Him:"aliqhelekiel'gamalakholitshakalok"

AndjustlikethatIchangedthesubject...Sancokola

njeforawhilethenwehungup.Idividedthemeat

amongallofthekidsandkeptmineintheoven,I

wasn'thungry.Theyate,wenttobathandwentto

bed.IsatintheloungeafterIcollectedtheirbooks

andtoysndafounelauSoso,Ireallymissedhim

Him:"bheyibhiwamaw'nqabeyinton'kangaka"

Me:"Icanseeundilahlileshame"

Him:"haydon'tgetemotionalonme,yinton?

Uyaqhitswaemzini?Khonawhatnamedidtheygive

you?OhgraciousgoodLordIhopetheydidn'ttake

youtothe70'stu"

Me:"IamgreatthankyouSosohowareyou"?



Hechuckedandcalmeddown:)evenhisvoicewas

lowthistime

Him:"ndirightmtaseunjan'wena"?

Me:"sendikuxelele,how'swork"?

Him:"workisworkbabe,how'severythingwithyou?

Areyoustillworking"?

Me:"no,internshipendedndisemendweniso

andiqeshwangaelohlobopha"

Him:"I'msorrytohearthat,Iknowhowmuchyou

wantyourfinancialindependance"

Me:"yeahwell,itwillprobablytakeawhilebutIwill

definitelygetthere"

Him:"whydon'tyoustartabusiness"?

Me:"bend'cingangalontomtasekhayaandIhave

businessproposalsandplansalreadyconducted"

Him:"qhaubanjweyintonikengok?Worseitsstillthe

beginingoftheyear"



Me:"themoneyIhavesavedupwon'tbeenoughfor

eitheroneofthesebusinessesIhaveinmindandI

initiallywantedmyhusbandtofundme,butIno

longerthinkthat'sagoodidea"

Him:"wellifthatswhatyouthinkthenIcouldlend

youacoupleofthousandsuyaz'bayouwillrefund

mewhenthebusinessissteady"

Me:"haymtase"

Him:"doyouhaveabetterplanke"?

Me:"notyet,butI'msuresomethingwillcomeup"

Him:"okay,I'mgivingyouoneweektothinkaboutmy

offer.AfterthatI'msendingyouthemoneyuy'funa

ungayifuni"

Me:"okayLwandiso"

Him:"IloveyoumtaseandIdon'twantyoutodo

anythingthatwillmakeyoucompromise"

Me:"Iknow,thankyou.Justforbeingrealwithme"

Him:"I'malwayshereforyou"

Me:"thankyouhey,andIreallyhavetogofornow"



Him:"alrightmtase"

Wehungup

Iwentupstairsandranmyselfabath,ifbendikwam

I'dbepouringmyselfaglassofwinebutkeIwasn't

inmyownplaceandtherewasn'tevenaglinchof

alcoholinthishouse.AfterbathingIwenttobed

ndazamaulalathoughmymindwasfloodedwith

thoughtsbutIeventuallyfellasleep.

...

Eightdayslaterwabuyaumama,alilceremony/ritual

wasmadeukunditshintshaimpahlaneqhiyainfact

thenIpreparedtoreturnbacktoPE.GoodthingI

waspermittedtowearanythingIwantedtowearas

longasitwouldn'tdefymeorshowanyformof

disrespecttomyhusbandandinlaws...WellI

particularlyknewiibumshortszioutthistime

aroundbutIknewI'llfindmywayaroundcropped



tops.WellbendingazizelangaeMontisotherewas

nowaybendizoz'hambelangemaliyam,Icalledhim

onceeverythingwasdoneandsetted

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"tatakhe,unjani"

Him:"ndigrandbabeninjannina"

Me:"we'regood,babend'celauthethenoMo

azos'thatha"

Him:"youguysaregoingbackalready"?

Me:"whatdoyoumean'already'kuninisilapha

fondini"

Him:"besend'xelanje,nifunauhambaninikengoku"

Me:"heyuyand'bhidandodamvanje...sifunauhamba

namhlanje"

Him:"haibondenzeningoku"?

Me:"canhecome"?

Him:"I'llcallhimjustnow"



Me:"thanks"

Iwasabouttohangup...

Him:"babeuqumbelentoningoku"?

Me:"whosaidI'mupsetnaNtando"?

Him:"yourtoneandchoiceofwords"

Me:"Iamnotupsetke,justcallMoazos'thathaneh"

Him:"Iwill,qhaand'funiibengath'andikuhoyanga

kubausekhaya"

Me:"okaysho"

Him:"plscallmewhenyoureachPE,Ineedtotalkto

youkak'hle"

Me:"kay"

Him:"alrightsharp"

Ihungupandmadesureallourthingswere

packed,Sinowalkedintomyroomandsatonmybed.



IonlyjoinedherwhenIwasdonewitheverything...

Her:"nihambanamhlanje"?

Me:"ewelove"

Her:"IwishIcouldgowithyouyazmama"

Me:"Iknowbaby,butyouknowyoucanvisitanytime"

Her:"yeah...butitwon'tbethesameafteryouleave"

Me:"howso?Ithoughtnihlelikamnandinomakhulu

nje"

Her:"sihlelikamnandi,kalokthehousewillbequieter

now.Andwewon'tcomebackfromschooltosee

ourbrotherslikewe'vecometogetusedto"

Me:"I'msorrybaby,comehere"

WehuggedintenselybutIwasn'tabouttochange

mymindandihambinaboandthatsthat.Afterthat

wewentdownstairsIwenttopourusjuicesthen

sahlalaeloungenomakhuluwhonoticedthather

granddaughterwasactuallyupset



Her:"uthen'namantombiwakhathazekakangaka"?

Sino:"andinanantomakhulu"

Her:"Sinothando"

Shetookasipfromherjuice

Sino:"IwantedtogotoPEnomamaqhaudaddy

akafunimakhulu"

Her:"daddywillbeherenextmonthandyoucan

alwaysvisitthemonholidaysnjesisi"

Sino:"that'swhatdaddysaidtoo"

Her:"yousee?There'snoneedtobeupsetnow"

Shenodanddownedherjuicewaphumawasishiya.

Umamawand'jongaencumile

Her:"don'tmindher,she'llbefine"



Me:"I'mactuallyworriednow,sheseemed

understandingwhenshewasspeakingtoherdad

aboutthis"

Her:"she'sjustachild,she'llgetoverit"

Ikeptquietanddrankmyjuice...Iwaitedandwaited

uMoonlysentatextintheafternoonbaukhonaI

shouldheadtotheairport.Iwasdriventotheairport

ngomnyewodriverthatNtandoassignedtokeepan

eyeonhisfamily.Theguydroveustotheairport,we

boardedandflewbackhomeyhoIfeltsofreejust

beingbackintomyownspacebutmykidswere

tiredbalelefromtheairporttothehouse.Iran

myselfawarmbubblebath,pouredmyselfaglassof

redwinethenItookmyphonetothebathroomand

calledNtandowhilesoakingmyselfin

Him:"hey"

Me:"sifikile"

Him:"good,ndiyezaIhopeyoudon'talreadyhave



plansIwanttotakeyouguysout"

Me:"uyaphi?Khaw'godukeYourkidsmissyou

eMontifondini"

Him:"ItoldthemI'llbetherenextmonth,ngoku

nd'funaukuzakuwe"

Me:"mmhkay"

Him:"we'lltalklaterthen"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup

Idrankmywine,Idon'tknowmaybeitwasdistance

andtimebutIsuddenlysawmyselftouchingmy

bodyinthemostsensitiveareasdraggingmyself

intoanorgasmiccollision.Inmyheadmy

hands,fingerswerehislips.Imissedhavinghim

around...Imissedhavinghiminmyarms,inmy

bed,inmyeverything.Idrainedthewaterandgot

dressedinamaxidressandslippers,tookmylaptop

andwenttoworkonmyproposalsjustonelasttime.

AfterthatIjustnappedatthepatiocozitwascooler



thereandIcouldjustfeeltheseabreeze.

...

Ubabalowokeupandcamelookingformehe'snot

thecryingnorloudtypeandI'msurehemusthave

searchedtheentirehousebeforecomingintothis

room

Him:"mamam"

Me:"mtanam,izapha"

Hewalkeduptomendamfunqulaandputhimonmy

thighswhilelyingonmyback

Him:"MamaUbafood"

Me:"firsttellmommyyouloveher"

Him:"UbayavmamaUba"



Me:"mommylovesUbatoomuch"

Him:"apuyatataUba"

Me:"yep,daddyiscomingbackhometoday"

Hetookmyphoneandgaveme,Idialedhisdad

Him:"wifey"

Me:"Ubabalowantstospeaktoyou"

Him:"yhobabeIcan't,ndisendleleni"

Me:"mxelelengokwakho,uzokhalakum"

Him:"bu-"

IgaveUbathephonendambonaencumawhenhe

heardhisdad'svoice.Ilefthimthereandwentto

checkonhisbrotherwhowasstillfastasleepthenI

wenttomakehimfood...Weneededtobuy

groceriesyetNtandohadnotdepositedhismonthly

installationforthekidssinceDecember,Ihavenever



askedforlemaliheofferedandIhadgottenusedto

itcozibindincedahereandthere,Itoldmyself

andizothethaandIwon'tbuyfoodngeyamimalinow

thatheiscomingherewewillbuyfoodusinghis

ownmoney.IcamebackUbawasstilllaughingwith

thephone,decidednottodisturbthemndamlinda

wagqibathenIfedhimandabisajonganephoneif

utatakhdhadhunguporwhat.WhenhewasdoneI

wenttomakeforUvendayomvusa,fedhimthenwe

played.

PastfiveIsawacarparkinginthedrivewaywohlika

withasportsbag-_-Iknewuzohlalaforawhile

maybeuntilhegoestoEL.Thefrontdoorwasopen

andUvewasnowonthestoopwatchinghisbrother

playinginthegarden.Iheardhimscreamingand

runningtowardshisdad,followedbyhistwin

bangenaebafunqulebobabini.

Uve:"mama,tataapuya"

Him:"hey"



Heputthemdownandkissedmycheek.

Me:"hey"

Damn!

Everytimehecomesbackitlookslikehismuscles

arebecomingbigger.Makesonesmindthinkofall

thingsdirty:p.
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Him:"babyyouneedtodoyourhair...how'veyou

beenthough"?

Me:"sigrand,howhaveyoubeen"?

Him:"beenmissingyall"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"sooo,canyoudressthekidssihambeni"

Me:"kuyiwaph'solatethough"?



Him:"Idoubtikhonaigroceryapha,unlessubuye

way'thengangokwakhoke"

Me:"and'bawel'kuyandawomnawhynottakeyour

sonsuhambenabo?"

Him:"hehhaikengok,uthenina"?

Me:"likeIsaid,Idon'tfeellikegoinganywheretoday"

Him:"okay,sosizotyantoniforsupper"?

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Him:"wellIam"

Me:"eitheruzayozithengelaitake-awayoryougobuy

groceries,undikhuphemnaapho"

Him:"heh,hambaS'bongile"

Igotupandwenttothebedroom,ndakhululaand

worepj'sandgotinbed.Ifacedtheotherway,heard

himcominginwath''mxim'waphindawaphumathen

Ivaguelyheardacarleavingtheyard.Ndalala

mna,didn'tevenhearhimcomebackbutwhenI

wokeupmidnighthewasbusyonmylaptop,Iwent



tothebathroomndabuyaesebusy

Me:"whataredoingeb'suku"

Heignoredmeandcontinuedwhathewasdoing,I

satinbedandrubbedmyeyes.Theonlylightinthe

roombeingthatofthelaptop

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"hm"

Me:"wenzani"?

Him:"gobacktosleep"

Tchinlendoda:ohisvoicewassternandtense.

Me:"babywhatareyoudoingwithmylaptopat

night?"

Him:"I'mbusy"



Me:"you'rebusy?Doingwhat?Howdidyoueven

unlockit"?

HeignoredmeonceagainIgotupandwenttolook

atwhatexactlywashedoing,ndafikaegqibezelaa

trackerinstallation:oIcancelleditseyiku89%

loadingwand'jamela

Him:"wenzantoni"?

Me:"uinstalleritrackerkwilaptopkabani"?

Him:"doyouknowlongI'vebeenworkingonthat"?

Me:"Idon'tcare,ifitsimportantinstallitkweyakho

mtak'za"

Isnatchedmylaptopfromhimndayolalanayo

Him:"Yinton'ingxakiyakhoS'bongile"?

Me:"ngubanothendinengxaki"?



Him:"okond'fikileiattitudeyakhoiyanuka,uthen'

ufumeneindodaentshangokuungumakoti"?

Me:"cabaumntuonendodaentshauneattitude

enukayo"

Him:"igezisakanobomindodaentsha,oraw'yaz'

lontowena"

Me:"inobandingumarhoshaungatshonje"

Him:"thenwhatthefuckisyourproblem?"

Me:"IsaidIaintgotnofuckenproblem,nowplease

leavemealone"

Him:"don'traiseyourvoiceatme"

Me:"nd'bonekuwe"

Him:"unengxakine...Anduzay'thetha"

"

Ididn'tanswerhim,hestartedpullingtheblankets

roughly.TyhinimntuwakuloMosesndaphakama

andpulledittowardsmehaikemtrinitysatsalanake

andwewerebothgettingangrierndiyabonaba

besekuphelenesosinquntusekhandlelakwingelosi



yel'khaya;wecontinuedthisishuntilIletgoofthe

blanketandunintentionallypushedhimoffthebed...

Waphakamawand'jonga.Truthis,IwasscaredAF

kengok,Iwasshakinginmyboots!Wewerebothon

oppositesidesofthebed...

Him:"soyouwannafightmenowhuh?Udinwe

kukundidelelauqond'bamawukheundiveamandla

mnkam"?

Me:"butbabethatwasunintentional...Ndiyaxolisa"

Him:"hm,andI'venoticedkudalaufunaund'bonaqha

andidendikunikelentouy'funayo"

Hethrewtheblanketonthebed,stillkeepingan

intenseteyecontact.ThemomentIrealise

ndiyamoyikaIrememberedthedayhealmost

strangledmendajongaumnyangowabeukude

kum,ukwelicalaamekulo.Hemusthavereadmy

mindcozhealsolookedatthedoorandlaughedas

helookedatmeandputhishandsinhispockets.He

washalfnaked,justinjeansandsecretsocks



Me:"nd'celaulalatorho"

Him:"uzolalarightafterwewrapthisup,whatisyour

problem"?

Itookadeepbreathin...

Me:"youcalledmeanopportunist,andiy'thandanga

lonto.Younowverywellazangendakucelamaliyet

theonlytimeendiy'celengayoI'msuddenlyan

opportunist.SecondlyIknowyouandAnelisahave

beenhavingsecretemeetingseKapanayoleyo

andiy'thandiitmakesmeveryuncomfortable.There

youhaveitnowcanIsleep"?

Him:"solemmegetthisstraight,everytimeyoufeel

uncomfortablewiththepeopleIhavemeetingswith

sizokwenzalento"?

Me:"nobabegetthisstraight,everytimeyouhave

secretmeetingswithanyofyourexessizobane

ngxaki.Enkulufuthi"



Him:"ikhonaineedthough?Youcouldhavejusttold

mehowyoufeltsingabesisenzaobububhanxa

man"

Ijustgotinbed...andizokoyikananoNtandokwam

mna.Ipulledtheblanketupndazamauphinda

ndilale

Him:"soyilontoleikwenzaufuneicapitalforstarting

yourbusinesskuTitusndikhona?"

Me:"howthehelldidyouknowaboutthat?Youknow

what,don'tanswerthat.Andyes,atleastSoso

understandswhereI'mcomingfromontopofthathe

doesn'tneedmetodrawupbusinessplansand

proposalbecausehetrustsme"

Him:"andyoureckonIdon't"

Me:"tracker?Ifyoutrustedmedoyouthinkubunode

ungalalitryingtocrackmycodeandtheinstalla

trackerinmylaptop"?

Him:"udibanisaizintoezingadibaniyokengok"



Me:"babynd'celaulala"

Him:"lalaS'bongile"

Ipulledtheblanketovermyheadndalala.Hetooka

duvetcoverandwenttosleepeguestroom.

InthemorningIwaswokenupbyacallfroma

privatenumber,Ihadalittlehesitancebutendedup

takingthecall...

Me:"privatehello"

Her:"hehSibongileTrinaliqueSmith,umthetholo

wakhouzibonauyiqueenneh"?

Ilookedatthescreenconfused

Me:"nd'thethanabani"

Her:"tshinmxm,uqaleniniungandazi"

Me:"Chuma.Yintonngxaki?"



Her:"akhongxakimarara,butverysoonyouwillsee

foryourself"

Me:"you'respeakinginparablesChuma"

Shehungup,Iwenttobathndayophekelaabantwana

bamioats.Ntandocamedownstairswith

them,ndamphakelaandservedhimthen

ndapholiselaabantwanaandwenttofeedthem.

Xand'gqiba,Ntandoputhisbankcardonthecoffee

table

Him:"wenzeuhambeuyothengaukutya"

Me:"mna"?

Wand'jonga

Icollectedthebowlsandwenttowashthem,went

upstairsandbathedthenndahambandayothathaela

card,kissedhimandmysonsthenIleftthem.Ialso

wantedtoservicemycarbuttodaywasnotagood

daycozndingahlalaphahalfthedayphindeibe



yenyintoleyo.Idrovemycarout,wenttofillitup

thenIwenttoGreenacres.

IboughteverythingweusuallyneedthenwhenIwas

donewithfoodItookmyowncardandwentto

withdrawsomecash,youknowIcouldhavejust

wentintoashopandswiped?Butsomethingtold

metogotoanATMxand'fikamaliyamay'phumibut

ikhona.Iwentinsidethebankkwathwamymoney

hasbeenfrozenxand'buzanguban'ayaziwasoI

askedthemtounfreezeittheysaidthey'reworking

onit.Iknewngumyeniwamlowenzelentonodoubt

:vIsawthisashiswaytohumbleme.WellnowI

hadnooptionbuttocallhimcozIneededafew

clothingitemsandtheywereonspecial,Icalledhim:

Him:"hm"?

Me:"babend'celauthengaacoupleof

clothes,bekuthweIcan'twearezibendiz'nxiba

ndiyintombiimpahla"

Him:"kay"

Me:"enkosi"



IhungupandwalkedintoFoschini

ThenIfeltmyphonevibrating,Itookitout:/Ntando?

Lolndoyika

Me:"babe"?

Him:"und'phatheleiitoiletries"

Me:"okay,anythingelse"?

Him:"ha.a"

Me:"sharp"

Hehungup,Icontinuedwithmybusinessandwent

tobuyhistoiletriesthenIheadedbacktomycar.As

Iwaspackingthebagsintomycar,Iheardsomeone

callingmynamendabheka

Me:"Anelisa"?

Her:"hey,aw'semhle.Congratulations"



Me:"erh...thankyou.Whatareyoudoinghere?I

thoughtyouwereinCapetown"

Her:"Ooh,Icameheretoseeyou"

Me:"seeme?HowdidyouknowI'llbeheretoday"?

Her:"nomannotlikethat,nd'fikeizolo.Ithought

Ntandowouldhavetoldyoubynow"

Me:"Ntando?Wait...ufikenayeizolo"?

Her:"ewe,butIslepteGardenCourtkubaebesith'

ufunauqaleathethenawealonethennamhlanjeke

ndize"

Me:"okay...IstheresomethingwrongthatIshould

knowabout"?

Her:"erhnonothingiswrong"

Me:"okay...Iuhm,Ihavetogoitwasniceseeingyou"

Her:"yougoingstraighthome"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"andinohambanawe?Bend'hlelindizoyakwakho

anyway"



Me:"ohokay,mas'hambeke"

Shegotintothecar,backpassengerseat.Sahamba.

Okond'thulemna,thinking.Idroveintomy

driveway,weatheryasebhayiwaschanging:'(there

wasthiscoldbreezeandsoftdrizzles.Shehelped

mewiththeshoppingbagssangenaendlini...the

housewasabitquietexceptforisoundyeTVinthe

lowestofvolumes,knowingthemIconcludedba

baphindebalala.Itookmybagsandhistoiletries

thenwewenttotheloungendafikabebukeleimovie

Me:"mommyisback"

Uba:"mamamUba"

Ikissedhim,Anelisagreetedandsatdown,Iwentto

kissUveontheothercouchndagqibelangodaddy

thenIwenttoputthebagsinourbedroom,changed

shoesandwenttothekitchenndidlulabencokola

abababini.Ipackedthegroceriesintothe



cupboardsndazenzelaifruitsmoothie,tookatray

andtookdrinksandcookiestotheloungefor

Ntandoandhisbabymomma.Xand'phindelae

kitchenwand'bizandamjonga

Him:"aw'kazogqibauunpack'er"?

Me:"I'mdoneqhabend'cingaukwenzailunch"

Him:"thatcanwait,plssitdownAnelisahas

somethingtotellus"

Me:"oh"

IwenttositnexttoUvelilewithmysmoothiecozhe

wasaloneinhiscouch.

Him:"Anelisa"

Her:"okay,uhm...Sibo,besendidibenenoNtando

ndathethanayeaboutthisbuthepreferedbasize

nakuwesinceyoualsoplayedabigroleinmychilds

life"



Me:"played"?

Him:"stillplaying"

Me:"ooh"

Her:"anyway,I'mgoingtotheUSandI'vedecidedto

takeSinowith"

Me:"ooh"

Her:"ooh?Thatsallyou'regoingtosay"?

Me:"whatamIsupposedtosayna"?

Her:"Idon'tknow,butaleastademonstrationof

interestwoulddo"

Me:"whydoesitmatterwhatIsaywhenyou've

alreadydecided"?

Him:"Iactuallydon'twantanyofmychildrenlivingin

anothercountry,especiallynotoverseas"

Me:"souucingauthini?"

Him:"Iwantustoadopther"

Her:"Idon'tliketheideaonebitcoznamndiyafuna

ukhendibenebondnaye,butitwillgivemesomesort



ofsolidarityknowingndimshiyainastablehome"

Me:"ooh"

Bajongana...

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay.Iwassurprisedokay.
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Her:"ifyouguysdecidetoadoptherthenkuzofuneka

ahlalenanifulltime.Iknowuhlelikakuhleno

makhulubutIwouldlikehertoexperiencethelove

ofbothparents"

Me:"sosizoxelelwanguwehowtoliveourlives?

Whatdoyouevenknowaboutbothparentslove

seeingthatyouabandonedherfirst"

Her:"withallduerespectyoudon'tgettothrowmy

pastupintomyface,ImadeamistakethatIregret

butthatdoesn'tgiveyoutherighttothinkthatI

neverlovedher.NgumntwanawamuSinothando

lontoasozeijike"



Loloh-kay.

HereIwas,caughtbetweenthisdrama:vknowing

fullywellthatIdon'twannalivewithanyotherchild

besidemyownbutIcouldn'tdenymyhusbandthe

opportunityorpossibilityofhavinghischildhere

indefinitely.Icouldbetheonlylegalchannelforhim

tokeepherherecozIknewverywellthatakasoze

axakwekugcinauSinohere...

Her:"soguyswhatwillitbe"?

MyeyesmovedfromhertoNtando,Ijusttookmy

smoothiendasela

Him:"Luthando"?

Me:"babe"?

Him:"whatdoyousay"?

Me:"uhm...Idon'tknowguys."



Him:"doyouwannathink'boutitatleast"?

Me:"yes"

HelookedatAnelisa,shenod

Me:"ifwe'redonecanIbeexcused"?

Him:"sure"

Me:"Anelisa,uzohlalaforlunch"?

Her:"wellIhavenothingelsetodoandflightyamis

intheafternoon...that'sifyouguysdon'tmind"

IlookedatNtando,hedidn'tseemtomind.

Igotupandwenttothekitchen,Istartedwithgrilled

chickenandvegkebabsonlycozmykidsloved

veggiesandIjustmissedbeingcreativeinmyown

kitchen.WhilethekebabsweregrillingIdecidedto

cleanmyfridge.Iremovedeverythingthatwas

inside,cleaneditthoroughlyandreturnedeverything

backtoitsplacethenIchoppedfruitintoits

bowl,refridgeratedit.Itookoutthedifferentmeat



anddivideditintoportionsfordailyusage...Ntando

walkedinxand'khuphaezakebs

Him:"ugrand"?

Ilookedupandnodwithasmile

Me:"here,Iforgotyourbankcard.Thankyou"

Him:"keepit,youstillneedtodoyourhair"

Me:"enkosi"

Imadegreenveggiesaladjustfortheside

Him:"bendizok'xelelaizolo"

Me:"intoni"?

Him:"lentokaSino"

Me:"itsokay"



Hewentoutsideandcameback

Him:"youdidn'tserviceyourcarnestickersakho

siphelelwe"

Me:"Icanstillgoduringtheweekbabe"

Idon'tknowwhybutIfeltlikehekindafeltguilty

aboutallofthiswhichheshould,IstoppedwhatI

wasdoingandwenttohim

Me:"hey"

Heturnedaround,Iflungmyarmsaroundhisneck

andkissedhim

Me:"I'msorry'boutizolo"

HewasabouttoanswerwhenIkissedhimagain,I

didn'twanthimtosayanythingrightnowcozIfelt



guiltyenoughalready.Afterkissinghimwehugged

foramomentthenndasukaandwentbackto

preparingthelunch

Him:"I'llbeupstairswiththekids,khangesivase"

Me:"bequick,I'malmostdonehere"

Him:"sharp"

Hekissedmycheekandwenttotakehiskids

bayovasa.WhenIwasdoneIpouredcerealintoits

glasscontainersndaqoqosha...Anelisacamedown

Her:"needanyhelp"?

Me:"I'mdonethanks,wecanreturntothelounge"

Wefollowedeachothertothelounge...Iwantedto

haveawomantowomantalkwithher



Me:"so,uyaeMelika"

Her:"yes,mydadjustcamebackafteralongtimeof

absenceandgavememoneytogostudyatOxford"

Me:"yourdad?Wherewashe"?

Her:"prison,Istilldon'tknowhowhehassomuch

moneyinsuchasmallspaceafterhisrelease"

Iguessshestillhadnoideathatwe'resisters.

Me:"mh...sotellme,honestlywomantowomannow."

Her:"yeah"

Me:"youarethesamepersonwhowarnedme

againsttrustingexessoplsenlightenme,whatgame

areyouplayingatrightnow"?

Shefringedherbrowstakenback

Her:"Idon'tthinkIunderstandwhatyouare



insinuatingkengoku"

Me:"IknowyoumetupwithNtandoinCTcoupleof

timesthisweekbeforeflyingwithhimhere..."

Her:"itsnotmyfaultyoudon'ttrustindodakho

nontombi"

Me:"ohItrusthimenoughtoknowthatthere'smore

tothisthanwhatI'mbeingtoldandyouAnelisa,are

ascunningastheycome"

Shetookadeepbreath

Me:"notsolongagohecouldn'tstandyou,whenyou

wantedanythingregardingyourdaughterIhadtobe

themiddlemanngokunidibanabehindmyback?"

Her:"lookIdon'tmeantostirtrouble,Ijustwant

whatsbestformydaughter"

Me:"what'sbestforyourdaughteryousay?

mmkay,thenyoubetterbepreparedcozifwedo

decidetoadoptherasizohlalanayekubakusitsho

wena.UzohlalakulandawoakuyojustlikeOwe



akazofumanaspecialtreatmentapha"

Her:"haikeay'zokwenzekalonto"

Me:"izokwenzekababeanduzozivelanawesince

youwon'tbeheretoseeit"

Her:"butwhydidyoupretendyoulovethosechildren?

OohIseenow,youwantedtogetmarriedngabocoz

youknowNtandoloveshiskids"

Me:"honeyIdon'tpretend,whichiswhyI'mletting

youknowthatevenifwedoopttoadopther,nothing

isgoingtochange.UqaleniniungamaziuNtandoba

uhlalaeKapangoku?Orkubaujongelephantsi

landawoahlalakuyoandufunaumntanakhoazohla

aphauzenzamuncu"

Her:"haikethatmeansI'mleavingwithher"

Me:"webothknowthat'sjustapipedreamand

besideswewillhavetowaitandherefromthe

personinquestion"

Her:"I'mhermotherTrina,itsagivenbauzokhetha

mna"

Me:"I'mnotdisputingthatyouarehermother,allI'm



sayingisletswaitandhearfromher"

Her:"utheninawaskewaviciousmvanje"?

Me:"youwannaknowvicious?Keepupwiththese

stupidtricksofyoursyouwillknowwhatthatword

meansandbelieveme,NtandowillNOTprotectyou

butintoeyokuncedawouldbetoteamupwith

Chumaatleastshehasascoretosettlewithme.Oh

andaskherwhatviciousmeanswhenreferingtome

uzakucaciselakakuhle.Iwillnotbedictatedtoby

youdarling,uyophelelaphakuNtando"

Ntandocamebacknabantwanabakhe,smelling

fresh

Me:"that'smycuetobringlunch,Nelisa,whatare

yourpreferanceskwidrinkbabe"?

Forasecondsheseemedabittakenback,Isawher

swallowhardbeforeanswering



Her:"doyouperhapshaveanycitrusjuice"?

Me:"comingrightup"

Iwentdownstairs,returnedwiththelunchthenIwent

upstairsndayothathaashawltolayonthefloorfor

mykidsthenIputthemdownbatya.Forafew

secondstherewastensionintheloungebutitsoon

diedoutsancokolani.

Her:"thankyouguysbutIhavetogetgoingnow"

Me:"thankyouforstoppingbysweetie"

Her:"IguessIwillawaityourcallngalentobesithetha

ngayo"

Him:"sure"

Sheleft,Istartedcollectingtheplatesndaz'vasa

nd'thule.WhenIwasdoneIwentupstairs

ndangqendapha,Ineededtothinkclearlyngayo

yonkelento.AfterafewminutesIfeltthemcoming



intotheroom,oneoftheboyscrawledontomyback

andlayhishead.Ilethimbe,Ntandosatdown

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"

Him:"canwetalk"?

IslowlyturnedndathathauUveandputhimnextto

me

Me:"boutwhat"?

Him:"lewayizanoAnelisa"

Me:"that...I'mcuriousyaz,tellmeniqaleniniuvana

ngoku"?

Him:"itsnotlikewe'refriends,shesaidshewanted

ustotalksoIjustgaveherachancendam'mamela"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"youknowI'dhatetohaveanyofmychildren



liveoceansapart,that'swhyIthinkweshouldadopt

her"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Him:"but"?

Me:"babe...don'tgetmewrongokay,Iloveyourkids

verymuch.ButIdon'twanttolivewiththemyet,I

haveenoughburdenngabababiniIcan'taddmore

andthenontopofthatwecan'tbringinabantwana

ababhadlileyowhenwehaveconstantfightsjust

likelastnightemvakwayoyonkelontoyouwilljust

upandleaveandreturntoCapeTownlikenothing

happened"

Him:"butitsnotlikewefighteveryday"

Me:"true,butstillIneedtimetoworkonmy

marriage,ourmarriagewithoutthepressureof

havingtolookafterfourchildren.Alreadyitfeelslike

we'vebeenmarriedforadecade"

Him:"sowhatdowedonow"

Me:"weadoptherifthat'swhatyouwant,butshe

continueslivingwithyourmom"



Him:"umvileuAnelisautheni"

Me:"sincewhendoyouplaybytherules?Infact

sincewhendoeswhatshesaysmatter"?

Hekeptquiet...

Me:"I'msorrybabebutI'mnotabouttoletyourex

dictatemyhousehold,ifshewannadictatetoyou

andyouallowherfine,butcountmeoutofit.I'mnot

havingthatishinmyhouse".

Him:"ndiyakuva"

Me:"okay"

Ilayonmyback,hewasonhisbackwithUbaonhis

chest.

Him:"Imissyouyaz"

Me:"I'mrighthere"



Him:"aw'kamdingiuFats"?

Me:"notuntilIfindpropertyformybusiness"

Him:"oohthat,Ifoundindawobutbendsafuna

uyoy'jongangokwam"

Me:"mmh...sowhenareyougoingtounfreezemy

account"

Him:"whataccount"?

Me:"arewegonnaplaydumbnow"?

Him:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout

babe"

Me:"mmh"

Ijustdecidedtonotargueanymorewiththis

gangstamanofmineotherwisewe'llstartallover

againwiththesenonsensicalfightweseemtobe

embracingwheneverwearesupposedtobeina

goodspace.
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Wejustlaythereconsciousofeachotherspresence

butnotcommunicatinganythingverballythenaftera

couplemoreminutesofsilenceIdecidedtotellhim

ngecallkaChuma.

Me:"youknow,maybeI'mbeingparanoidbuttoday

hasjustbeenodd"

Him:"howso"?

Me:"firstIgetacallfromChuma,thenAnelisaarrives

here,ontopofthatmyaccountisfrozenanduthi

ayinguwewhofrozeit"

Him:"ebefunantoniuChumakuwekengok"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...shewasspeakinginparables"

Him:"nayeufunauOwentando"

Me:"aretheytogetherinthis"?

Him:"yeah...PhofIthinkso"

Me:"youbetterbeastepahead,youdon'twantthem

workingagainstyouatthesametime"



Wathula...

Me:"issheback"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"howlonghaveyouknown"

Him:"doesn'tmatter"

Me:"kay"

Like...okaynyhani.AftersometimeofthinkingIgot

offthebed,tookmyphonesandlefthimwithhis

sons.

Him:"uyaphikengoku"?

Me:"Ineedadrive"

Heputhissleepingsonnexttohistwinandcame

followingbehindme,hecaughtmyarmonthe

passage



Me:"Babypls,I'llbebackafterafewminutesIjust

needsomeair"

Him:"wehaveenoughairforbothofusrighthere"

Me:"Ntandoplsnow"

Him:"ha.aLuthandoha.a,I'mnotgoingtoletyoudo

thisagain.Nextthinguzofunaabreak?OkaykeTell

me,whichrelationshipdoesn'thavefights,arguments

anddisagreements?Whyungavumibabeukhula?Or

ubungayaziubakuzobanzimakanjeukhula"?

Me:"south'and'khulililonke"?

HissilencesaiditallIwantedtoleavebutIwas

pinnedtothewall,Ilookedasideavoidingtolookat

hiseyes.Heletgoofmyarm,turnedmyfacebackto

facehim

Him:"youknowyoudon'thavetoputupthisstrong

façadeforme,ndiyakwaziandIknowsomethingis

botheringyou"



Me:"I'mscared,thesepeopleareoutforvengeance.

Whatelsecouldexplainyonkelentoyenzekayo"?

Him:"donotevengothereintshaleyooChuma,you

aretheproblemhere.Fondinthisisreality,wedon't

liveinfairytalesapha.Thisisnotmeanttooffend

youokay?Butyouhavestopthinkinglikeateenager

andadaptintothemotherandwifeyouare"

Ndaginyaingwiqi:'(Isworeifhesaidanythingelse

I'dcry.

Hekissedme,theminuteIclosedmyeyesIfelt

warmfluidsfloodingoutofthecornersofmyeyes.

Histonguepiercedthroughmytightlyclosedlips,his

handssliddownmysides.Ihadsudden

hiccups,releasedasoftcryashebitmybottomlip

andpulledbackabitbeforeresumingbacktothe

actualkissing.WekissedforafewsecondsbeforeI

pulledbackandtookadeepbreath,myhandshaking

onhisbreastplate



Me:"pls...stop"

Him:"whatisit"?

Me:"I...Ijust,Idon'tknow...IthinkI'moverwhelmed"

Him:"thendon'tpushmeaway,we'reinthistogether

remember."

Me:"webothknowI'veneverhadgoodreactionto

secrets,especiallywhenIfeelintimidatedorwhenI

feellikemyterritoryisthreatened"

Him:"youjusttendtooverreactokay,Icamehereto

tellyoueverything.Theleastyoucouldhavedone

izolowaswaitforme,ubonebaandizok'xelelana

insteadofbandifikesew'ngekhokwakwimoodyam

kodwasigqibelenek'dala"

Me:"okaythereIadmitIwaswrong.Iwasn'tthinking

straight,Iwasupset"

Him:"thesooneryoulearntouse'we','our'and'us'in

yoursentencesthebetterprogresswewillhave"

Me:"yhohayphezakalokngokundikuvile"

Him:"good,nowhowaboutweforgeteverythingand

shiftthefocusbacktous...BelievemeIknowhow



muchyouhatenotbeingincontrolbutjustfor

today,letmebeincontrol,letmeworryaboutyour

safetyandeverythingelsethatyou'reworrying

yourselfabout,butmostimportantlyjustletmebe

themanhere,inthishouseandinthisrelationship"

Me:"bu-"

Ibitmytonguendizomphendula,heraisedan

eyebrowinquestionIjustshookmyheadandgot

outofhisembrace...Iscoopedicecreamformyself

insilence,tookittotheloungeandcleanedmyself

upbeforeIindulged.Hecametositnexttome

Him:"doyouregretgettingintolomtshato"?

Me:"no...nobabe,whywouldyoueventhinkthat"?

Him:"Ijustneedtoknowifwe'restillonthesame

page"

Me:"Iknowthiswillsoundlikeaclichébut

ndiyakuthandalikeforrealandI'mstillsayingI

cannotimaginelifewithoutyouevenifIonlygetto

seeyouafterthreetofourmonths,andyesImight



beabitunstablerightnowormaybeI'malways

unstableIdon'tknowbutIdon'tregretbeingyour

wife.Notonebit.Doyouregretmarryingme?Andbe

honestpls"

Him:"noIdon't,uyayaz'nawendikuthandasewugeza

wagqithisela..butweseemtobemovingatasnails

pace.We'reactuallygoingincirclesbabe"

Inod

Me:"uyayaz'aphoikhoyoingxakibabe?Anddon'tget

mewrong,I'mnottryingtoshiftblametoanyone"

Him:"webothknowiproblemisengutatakho

nangokuandifuyamvumelathenusezobayi

problem,ndisatshobayouneedtorelease

him,forgivehimcoziangeryakhotowardshim

uy'khuphelakumngokuandthatisgoingtoruinusif

itcontinues.Ican'ttakeafallforhimallthetimecoz

ngokundiyabonabaeverysmallmisunderstanding

turnsintoanunneccessaryfight,ibekantisibafundisa

ntoniabantwana?Theirmindscaptureeverything



evenifthey'llonlyvaguelyrememberitbut

izobakhonalamemoryoftheirfightingparentsand

theywon'tremembermommybeingonthe

wrong,thefaultwillbeondaddyasusual"

Ndathulamna...:'(

Him:"Nalique"?

Me:"hm"

Him:"siyakhula,sizele,wecan'tkeeptakingtwosteps

forwardandfourback.Ifnotforusthenforour

children,wehavetomoveforward.Wejustgot

married,we'resupposedtobeenjoyingthistimeas

newlywedscozitsstillourhoneymoonphase.

Umncinci,youshouldbeenjoyingthistimethemost.

Iknowverywellhowmuchyouwantyour

independancethoughIwouldstillgladlysupportyou

andourkids.Speakingofthat,whenIsaidingath'uyi

opportunistIthoughtyou'dstandyourgroundasmy

wifebecauseitisyourrighttoaskmoneyfromme

irregardlessthereasonanditismydutyasyour



husbandtoensurethatyouarefinanciallysecure,I

wasjusttestingyouandIamsorryifyoutook

offence.Thatwasnotmyintention."

Wakhewamuncu?

Iwasdumbstruck,Ialwaysuseicecreamasmy

scapegoatbutrightnowmybowlwasemptyandI

couldn'tgetuptogoandrefillit,bend'satyiwa

ngamazwikahubby.

Him:"saysomething"

Me:"I'msorry"

Heremovedthebowlfrommyhandsandcame

closer...sometimesIdoubtNtandoisaganglord.

Howcanhebethatandontheotherhandabethis

lovingandunderstanding?

Him:"babeIdon'twantyoutofeelguilty,Iknownam



ndibefaultyforleavingyoubehindeMontiatsucha

fragiletimeandI'msorryforthat.Iwon'tblamework

thistime,IknownowIcould'vesentsomeoneelse

onmybehalf"

Hehandaz'nobabekusenzekanikum.Iwasjustlost

forwords,everytimehespokehebaffledmewith

everysentenceandforasecondIwantedtobelieve

ndilaliswauboyabutthenIfiguredthatheseemed

sincerefromthebeginingofthisconversation.

Me:"Ireallydon'tdeserveyou"

Him:"noIdon'tdeserveyou,liferuinedmealready"

Me:"guesswe'retworuinedpeopletryingtogetthis

rightasonepersonthen"

Him:"IamhereandI'mnotgoinganywhere,Iknow

thestrugglesofasingleparentthatswhyItookmy

kidstomymotherndimthembileengqeqeshweni

theywon'tgrowupwiththementalitythatdaddyhas

moneybuttheywillknowdaddywasseldomhome



cozhewasmakingmoneyforthemtohaveabetter

life.That'swhyndifunakwawenaungasokolelinto,I

stillwanttohelpyouwithcapitaluziqaleleyour

businessesnokubazingaphiaslongasizizintothat

areclosetoyourheartandonceyoustartgenerating

enoughrevenueyoucanpaymeback.Iwouldn't

makeyouahousewifeevenifIwantedto"

Asmilecreptatthecornersofmymouth...

Him:"Istillwannaseemysuperwomanrocking

eitherJsorlouboutinsandthoseskinnyjeans

angaz'funiyoumakhulu,walkingintoaroomfullof

menwhoarewillingtolistentohercommandlike

thebossladysheis.BabyIwantustobuildan

empire,ilifalabantwanabethuandwecanonlydo

thatifweworktogether"

Me:"youamazemeyouknow"

Him:"ndenzeni"?

Me:"youjustamazeme...Idon'tknowhowtoexplain



itbut..youdo"

Him:"inapositivewayIhope"

Iletgoofhishandsandhuggedhim,sisamandelwe

njalohisphonerangwaphakamawayosabelain

anotherroom.Itookmybowltothekitchenand

wenttositbythepoolattheback,IcalledGudda

yangenakuvoicemailIcalledMarcusway'bambaon

thethirdring

Him:"lil'sis"

Me:"heyhowareyou"

Him:"i'mokay,whatsup?Marriagelifegettingtoyou

already"?

Me:"haha!Wouldn'tyouliketoknow?Waitnowthat

I'mmarriedI'mnotallowedtomissyou"?

Him:"yougotmethere,howarethekids"?

Me:"they'regrowing,how'sLiz"?

Him:"mxm,Idon'tknow"



Me:"whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?Aren'tyou

twolivingtogether"?

Him:"Ihaven'tbeenhomemuchlately"

Me:"youmeanyou'vebeenneglectingyourson"?

Him:"notneglecting,I'vebeenbusywithwork.You

shouldknowcozyourhusbandhasbeenwithusfor

sometimetoo"

Me:"Ihatethisworkofyoursshame"

Him:"itbringsindollarsthough...anyway,whenlast

didyouspeaktoEve"

Me:"itsbeenalongtime,I'llcallherafterI'vecalled

Luu"

Him:"whenareyouplanningtovisitme"?

Me:"whenareyouplanningtoinvitingmeboet"?

Hecrackedupwahleka

Him:"heeh!I'minvitingyounowthen"



Me:"ImightjustcomewithNtando,butI'mnot

promisinganythingyet"

Him:"that'scool,don'tleavetheboysbehindwhen

youdocome"

Me:"ifIdocome"

Him:"okay,I'lltakethat"

Me:"ayt...byebye"

Him:"byebye"

Ihungup

Him:"Ifyoudogowhere"?

IturnedandsawNtandowalkingbarefoot

Me:"hah,beng'ngakhuluminawe"

Him:"ngiyazinjenami,couldn'thelpbutoverhear"



Hesatdownnexttome

Me:"Marcwantsmetovisitem"

Him:"mmh,sowhatdidyoutellhim"?

Me:"thatI'llthinkaboutit"

Him:"okay..."

Me:"whatwouldyouliketohavefordinner"?

Him:"you"

Me:"Icomewithdessertbabe,now,whatwouldyou

liketoeat"

Him:"awonqeniupheka"?

Me:"Iwanttocookforyou"

Him:"letsrathergoout,youcancookanyotherday

uqalangomso"

Me:"mmkay,Ithinkweshouldgoinsideabantwana

bakhomustbeup"



Hegotupfirst,Iextendedmyhandsohecouldpull

mebackupandthatendedwithakiss.Foraminute

Iforgotaboutthekids...Iwasinthestrongarmsof

theloveofmylifeanditfeltgreat.
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Hereallypulledmeclose,IswearIcouldfeelhis

heartbeatinglikeanAfricandrumintunewithmy

own;ourtonguesdancingtothebeatliketheyoung

Zuluwomenduringtheumemuloandoursouls

embracingthisbeautifulmomentliketouristwould

admirethesacredNdebeleprints.Itwas

phenomenal...Hewassooocalmandgentle,made

meforgetaboutallmyissuesandtroublesjustfora

second.Youcouldtakeusaswewereandputusat

thecenterofarailwayandwewouldn'tnoticecoz

weweresodeepintoaworldofourownthatthe

actualwordkindavanished.

Afterthatkissndasukakuyewithasmileof

satisfactionthenndamshiyaemeapho,hechuckled

andfollowedatafairdistancetakinghistime.When



IgotinsideUvelilewasalreadystartingtoactup,he

musthavebeenlookingalloverthehouseforuscoz

ongenakwamhedroppedhisMuscleMan

doll/statueandrantomeastearswerethreatening

hiseyes

Him:"mamaafunaitatam"!

Me:"uye-"

JustthenNtandowalkedin,waxhumangaphakwam

uUvesanawaqalaek'qalanokulilaoko.Ntandotook

himwamthuthuzelaandwenttotheloungewithhim

whileIwenttofetchhistwinwhomIknewwasalso

probablyupqhauyaz'thandaumntanamxaethanda.

ItookhimdowntoothenIwentbacktomyroom,ran

myselfabathwhileundressingthenIbathedonce

again,tookoutclothesformyselfandmysonsthenI

justsatontheedgeofmybedthinking...TheChuma

who'sdadI'mistakenly'killed,theverysameChumaI

deliberatelyranoverwithacar,thesameChuma

whosejointsIpoisonedwhileshewashospitalized



isbackintownorratherinthecountryandmy

belovedhusbanddidn'tthinkoftheimportanceof

informingmeearlier?ThesameChumawhoalong

withAnelisaochestratedagainstNtandoandalmost

burnthimdown,thesameChumawhoalmostburnt

medown,succededtokillmyson...Thiswomanis

backufunaumntanakhe,neh?WellIhavenorightto

standinherway,butsomethingwasn'taddingup

here.WhyamIuneasyaroundthiswholesituation?

WhyisNtandochilled?Mxm,whenishenever

chilledthough.Hewalkedinxand'nxiba,Iwasn'teven

inthemoodtogoout,Ihadamanwelemanabout

thiswholething.

Me:"uzovasanabobabe"?

Him:"yeboyesmamakhe"

Me:"sho"

Heundressedthemandwenttothebathroomwith

them,IworebeigeChinos,matchingstrappystilsand

whitechiffontop.Combedmynaturalhairand



neatlytieditintoanupstylebunthenIapplied

minimummake-up.Ntandocameoutnabantwana

bakhewehelpedeachotherwithdressingthem

sincokolanjee.Thenhegotdressed,wegotintomy

carandhedroveustothischildfriendlyrestaurant

forourfamilydinnerdate.Wehadstartersthen

duringourmaincourseIexcusedmyself,Ineededto

gotothebathroom.Ileftmyphonebehindndayae

bathroom..didmybusinessandcameoutofthe

cubicletowashmyhandsonlytofindaboutsixguys

twoofwhomwhohadgunspointedatme,fora

secondIwasshockedandconfused,Ithought

maybeIcameintoawrongrestroom.Ilookedthem

andthenbacktothegenderspecificationsignabove

themirrors

Me:"eerhgents...wassup"?

1Guy:"Trinaright?Letsmakethisascleanandas

fastaspossible,sizophumanaweapha.Onewrong

move,anythingclosetoascreamyou'redead"



Ilookedaround...

Couldn'trecogniseanyofthem.SomehowIwasn't

afraidorscaredrightthen,Iwasjustthinkingabout

mykidscozIjustknewz'shubilengoku...AsIwas

stilltryingtofigureoutthissituationtheygrabbed

myarmanddraggedmeoutofthat

bathroom,throughthebackdoor,intoablack

Hummerthatwasalreadywaitinginmotionand

thenwithablinkofaneyewewereoutofthe

building.Oncewegotintothecaroneoftheguys

ducktapedmexand'qalaubuzawhat'sgoingon,that

isactuallywhenIstartedtopanic.Wedrovefora

verylongtime,toapointIeventuallyfeltdrousily

sleepy...thedrivewasjusttoolongandeveryonein

thiscarwasjustbusywithtappingontolaptopsnot

makinganyverbalconversationsatleastphonecalls

sothatnamndizobaneclueofwherethey'retaking

me.Afterhoursandhoursofdriving,fallingasleep

foraminuteandwakingupthenexthopingthat

whenIopenedmyeyesthiswillallbeadream,we

reachedoursupposeddestinationthenIfeltmyarm

pulledpainfullyasIwasbeingdraggedoutofthecar



andledtoadimlitoldfarmhouseIknew

immediatelythatI'minforsomebigshit.Ihadto

eithergrowsomespinerightawayorbeapuppetto

thesepeople.Wewalkedinthroughaback

door,walkedthroughalooongdarkpassagethatled

tonearendroomthatwasapparentlymynew

"home".Averydarkyetspaciousroomthathad

threewoodenbunkbeds,abucket,onepillowand

blanketoneeachbedandacandlenexttoeachbed.

1Guy:"thisisgoingtobeyourhomefornow,get

yourselfcomfortablesweetie"

2Guy:"don'tworryyouwon'tbebored,bythistime

tomorrowyou'llhavetwootherhousemates"

Theotherguywhoducktapedmeremovedthetape

frommymouthforcefullythenbalandelelana

baphumabeforeIcouldutterawordandtheylocked

meinthere.Ilookedaround,nopaintingnowindow.

Therewasabsolutelynothinginthisroombesides

theonesIhadalreadymentioned.Isatdowntrying



tothinkofastrategytogetmyselfoutofthis

bungalowbutmymindwasblockedyiimage

yabantwanabambefunauninawabo.Uzobathini

uNtandoyedwa?AkhonoFatstohelphim,yena

uzocing'bandiyephikhona?Especiallyxandizoshiya

allmyphones?ThatmomentIrealisedthatIamjust

ameremortalbeing,Iamnothingasamatteroffact

andIhavenothing.Nopowerorcontrolovermylife.

Irememberedmomanddadpushingandnaggingus

togotochurch,Ineverknewthere'dactuallycomea

daywhenIwouldactuallyneedJesus'intervention

likethisday.Ikneltdownforthefirsttimeaftera

longtimeandofferedaprayeruntotheLord:

"InthenameoftheFather,theSonandHolySpirit

IkneeldownbeforeyourpresenceOGodknowing

fullywellIdonotdeserveto

InYourwordYousaidweshouldaskandweshallbe

given

TonightallIwannaaskisforYourgraceof

protectionofmychildren



YeswemaynotbeperfectparentsbutbyYour

graceweareblessedtoevenbeparents

YouOGodknowsallourtransgressionsbutyou

don'tloveusanyless

IaskofYourmercyuponmylifeandofthosewho

willbejoiningmehere

MayYounotallowustobesubjectedtoanysortof

painordreadfuldeath..."

...Thatmademecry.DeepdownIknewNtandowill

trytofindmethoughIdidn'tseethathappening

anytimesooncozIhadnophone,nocar..nothing

thathecouldusetotrackmefaster.NgalamzuzoI

begantobegratefulofthegoodtimesI'vehadwith

him,Ifeltverymuchappreciativeofhislovenowcoz

Irealizedthatingomsoalaziwa,unyawoaluna

mpumlo.

"Ipraythatyouguidemyhusband,mybrotherand

thewholeteamastheywillmakewaystofindme



ThedangerstheywillstumbleonOGod,maythey

notcostthemtheirlives

Iprayagainforprotectionandsafetyformysons.

AllthisIaskhopefulinfaith

InthenameoftheLordJesus.

AMEN"

Igotup,removedmyshoesandsatonthebedwith

mybacktowardsthewallandmycuddledkneesup

mychin.EachtimeIclosedmyeyesIwouldsee

Uve'stearyface,itbrokemedown.Myheartwas

shattered.

...

Ntandoonlynoticedafterclosetotenminutesthat

somethingwasoffhere.Hegotupandwentto

checkthebathrooms,leavingthekidsatthekids

cornerplayingwithotherkids,unfortunatelythere



wasnooneatthetoilets.Hewentbacktoourtable

andfoundmyclutchandphonesstillintactwakhe

wahlalaphantsitryingtogatherhisthoughtsand

makesenseofthiswholedilemmathenheaskeda

waitortocallhimamanageryeza

Mng:"molomnumnzana,IamLazolaMnguni.My

waitortellsmeyouaskedforthemanager"?

Him:"mnumzana,ndinguNtando.YeahIcalledfor

youandaz'qhanobaungakwazinaukundinceda

cozwhatI'mabouttoaskyouisveryunusualbut

izond'ncedakakhulu"

Mng:"I'mheretohelpandservemybrother,howcan

Ihelpyou"?

Him:"IneedtoseeyourCCTVfootage,mywifewent

tothebathroomaboutfifteentotwentyminutesago

xandiyomjongangokuakhekho"

Mng:"haveyouperhapstriedcallingher"?

Him:"nazizonkeiphonezakhe,Ihavethecarkeys

withme"



Mng:"IunderstandyourfrustrationsirbutI'dsuggest

bakhaw'mlindejustafewmoreminutesmaybe

usabethwangumoya"

Him:"ndodandiyamaz'umkamokay?Somethingis

wrongheresouzandisakuleCCTVokanyendiziyele"?

Mng:"ndilandele"

Themanagerledtheway,Ntandofollowedbafika

andrewindedthebathroomfootageuntilNtando

recognizedmexand'phumakwicubiletheyzoomed

itinandplayedwabonayonkinto,thankedthe

shockedandtraumatizedmanagerthenhewentto

takeabantwanabakheandwentbackhome.He

calledMoengenanjeendlini

Mo:"taBeast"

Him:"uphi"?

Mo:"ndiselaphaeBhayi,ikhonaingxaki"?

Him:"getyourselftothatJetrightnow,I'llbetherein

fifteen"



Mo:"roger"

Ntandopackedimpahlazabantwananokutyakwabo

thenwabanxibisawarmfluffyjacketsandbeanies

anddrovethemtotheairportwafikisananoMongezi

Him:"IneedyoutotaketheseguystoEL,I'llcontact

theniggazthatsidebakukhaw'leleeairport.Callme

xaufikaendlini"

Mo:"Okay"

Thebothwalkedinsidethejetandpreparedthe

travellingcotsbabalalisathenNtandowabalindato

getoffthegroundbeforehewentbacktothehouse

whereheinformedhisDurbanandCapeTown

teamsofwhathappened.
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AstimewentbyIwasreallyfallingasleep,Itookthe



blanketandcoveredmyselfndazamaulala.Iwould

sleepforacoupleofminutesandthenabruptly

wakeup,Iwashavingnightmaresinthisplace

already.WhatifNtandodoesn'tfindmesoon

enough?Whatwillhappentome?Iwentthrough

thesethoughtsoverandoveragaintillmorning

whenIheardsomeoneunlockingthedoorIsatup

andwaitedforthemtowalkin.

2Guy:"here'sbreakfast"

Me:"whatdoyoupeoplewantfromme"?

2Guy:"whatdoyouhavethatwecouldwantfrom

you"?

Me:"nothing"

2Guy:"exactlythat,nothing"

Thenwaphuma

Ididn'tevenlookatthefoodnd'velendaphinda

ndalala,actuallycriedmyselftosleep.WhenIwas

tiredoflyinginbedIgotupandanalyzedthe



room,thethicknessofthedoorIwastryingmybest

tostrategizemywayoutofherebuttherewasn'tany

wayout.Igaveupandreturnedtobedndahlalanjee

phaanddecidedtoofferamorningprayertothe

LordonceagainsoIkneltdown...

"BawowethuoseZulwini

Igamamaliphathwengobungcwele

Ubukumkanibakhomabufike

Intandoyakhoyenziwe

Emhlabeninjengokoisenziwaemazulwini

Siphenamhlanjeesethuisonka

Uxoleleamatyalaethunobugwenxabethu

Uxoliseneentliziyozethusikwaziukuxolelanabo

basonayo

Uzeusisindisekwinkohlakaloungasingenisinase

kulingwenikongendawo

Ngokubaamandlangawakho



Kanyenobungcwalisa

Kudekubesemaphakadeni

Amen"

ThenIgotintobedagain.

LateronthatdayIheardwomenkickingthewalls

andsceaming,thesoundswerecomingcloserand

closermaking'emlouderandlouderuntilthey

stoppedinfrontofthedoor,unlockeditandroughly

pushedtwocursingwomeninsidethenclosedthe

doorbahamba.Theroomwasdarkright?Ididn'tput

mycandlealightsincelastnightandrightnowI

wantedtolistentothesetwostrangersjusttoseeif

IrecognizedthemandifIdid,whowerethey?Iwas

certaintheyhadnoideaIwashere,Iheardthem

movingandtheymadeshufflingsoundssoIthought

maybetheywerecuddlingtoeachotheruntilIheard

oneofthemspeakingndayaz'njebakuzonukainja

kuleroomandwhoeverwasbehindthishaddonea

verygoodandthoroughresearchanditwasnow

cleartomethattheseguyswereseriouslynotafter



me,Ntandowasthetarget.Whyelsewouldtheyhave

allhisbabymommasandwifegatheredinoneroom?

Chu:"areyousureuNtandodidn'tsuspectanything

ngokuubuyephaya"?

Lisa:"uyamaz'njeuNtandoChumawhenitcomesto

hiskidsbutumntuongathididn'tbuytothatstory

ngulaTrinaheranswerswerenotpromising"

Chu:"thenthatmeansagainsheismessingwith

me,iyand'khangelalantombazanayazAnelisa"

Lisa:"youthinkNtandoisbehindthis"?

Chu:"whoelsewouldgetuslockedupinadungeon

ifnotNtando?Thatmanisruthlessndaz'bonela

ngawamamehloengenasiziend'susaumnweasif

ususaikhalaneenjeni"

Lisa:"areyousureakuthethibitternessChumaright

now?Webothknowyoustillthinkhe'syourMrRight

whichIstillfailtounderstandcoztwowrongscan

nevermakearight.Imean,akhontoanoy'funakuthi

ngokuuNtandohehasTrinaandsheisgoodtohim



andourchildren"

Chu:"ifawnantoingconoonoy'thethathenyoubetter

shutupokay!Anddon'tmentionthatbitch'sname

phamb'kwamagain"

Lisa:"ubitter.Yazbendingakuqhapheliuntilnow"

Chu:"ungazenzingconongamapha,ifyouweren't

bittertooyouwouldn'thaveagreedtotheplan"

Lisa:"umuncuChuma,ItoldyouI'monlyagreeing

becauseIwantfullcustodyofmydaughter.Wena

umuncu,tartaricallysourmtchanaifyouthinkhewill

leavehiswifeforyou.Aw'sazibonibayougot

nothingonhernawena"?

Chu:"don'tcomparemetothatwhitetrashkeplscoz

asikhocompatibleonebit,she'ssooofuckenfake

andNtandoisblindedbyinfactuationfornowbut

uzambonasoon"

Lisa:"hehsana,lakurwayaelaxhwelelakhovhacoz

lomntuundingxolelangobufakebakhe

bendimbonilemnawithhernaturalhairengezokwa

ezinailsunazowena.Chomiyam,kuNtandoweare

usedgoods...Iacceptedthatalongtimeago,you



shouldtoo"

Chu:"youdon'tknowhalfofwhatyou'retalkingabout

sojustshutup"

Lisa:"kantiumuncukangakanaChuma,oru

desperate?Akhomadodaphandl'aphaorkuba

uNtandoeyimaliezizelayo?"

Chu:"NelisaImissmyhouseokay?Imissmy

lifestyle"

Lisa:"yourdadleftyoumoney,whydidn'tyoubuy

yourselfthesethingsxauz'thandayo"?

Chu:"ndiz'thengengemaliyam?Sozekaloku"

Lisa:"Haikeuyiprostituteungatshonje"

Ndisamamelemnaiindabaezindavangesthonga

sempamahaikebabhuqanaonthefloorexchanging

cursingwords,secretswereexplodingalloverthe

room.IwouldbelyingifIsaidIdidn'tenjoythat,Idid

pityIcouldn'tseeIcouldonlyimaginewhatwas

goingonthoughtheywereprobablyrightinfrontof

meandIwasanticipatingthehourwhentheguys



wouldcomeinandputthecandlesalightsibonane...

Iwantedtoseethedisgustintheirfaceswhenthey

realizethatIamalsoherewiththem,thatI'vebeen

herethewholetimeandIwantedtoseetheirfaces

whentheyrealizethattheirbelovedNtandoisnot

behindallofthis.Theydidthisdogfightoftheirs

untiltheywerebothtiredatleastthatswhatIthought

whenIheardtheirsilence.Es'daleniIheardChuma:

Chu:"thisisactuallystupid"

Lisa:"yougotusintothisstupidityChuma,admitthat

shitandgrowaspinedammit"

Chu:"izos'ncedangantonikengokulentosiyenzayo?

Weneedtofindawayoutofthisplaceandfast"

Lisa:"cingaChumachomiandfast"

Chu:"whymustIthinkkodwawe'reheretogether"?

Lisa:"uyimasterplannerkaloknje,uz'libeleba

uhambeuqhathaabantuwazenzaokwiwheelchair

kodwawenzaioperationwafakwaiintsimbito

strengthenyourbones?aw'noxakwa



yilento,ngamanziamancanekuwela"

Chu:"believemeNela...oncewegetouttahere,ndine

worrybandizamnyisalanontorotyiunguTrina.Rha"

Lisa:"andhereIthoughtwewereplanningawayout"

Chu:"Anelisa,thatwomanstolemyman,gotme

trappedintoawheelchairnobakhand'hlaleforlong

ke,shekilledmyfather.Ucing'bandizovelendilibale

nje?"

Lisa:"pointofcorrection,IwaswithNtandobefore

hersobeef'ernamuyekeumtanawomntu"

Chu:"whyumthethelela?Yazingenzekasilaphanje

nguwenokuzenzacompassionatekwakho

kuxokayo"

Lisa:"youseemtobeforgettingthefactthatlomntu

umbizaunontorotyiuthiuzamnyisaukondlela

ukunxibiselaumntwana"

Chu:"ha.aha.adon'tevengothere.Undondlela

ngemaliay'thathaphi?uOwentandowondliwayimali

kayiseAnelisa,thatbitchisjusttherespendingthat

samemoneyonstupidweavesandcars.Nyifenyife



myfoot,yitrophynyifenangokulanjakazi"

Lisa:"canwejustdropthis?Please.Wehavemore

pressingmattersthantodiscussourex'smarriage

life"

Thenagaintherewassilence.Itwasthatsilentfora

couplemorehoursuntilthreeguyscameintothe

roomcarryingabiglanternndatshondaba

bona...theywerecuddledupinthecenterofthe

room

1Guy:"molwenimmhakusecozyapha...Ishould

thinkyougirlshavemetalreadyright?Uyabonake

chomiIkeptmypromisendakuphathelaooroomie"

Watshoehlekaasheliftedthelanternupandhungit

fromawireatthecenteroftheroomkwabrightall

over,thetwoonthefloorsatup.Anelisasawmefirst

waxhuma



Her:"Trina"!

ChumawaxhumarightnexttoherandoureyesmetI

couldfeelthehatredanddisgustinthem,Iwasstill

cuddleduptomyself.Mykneesupagainstmychin

ndibajongenjee.

Chu:"you'vebeenherethewholetime"?

1Guy:"ohitlookslikeyougirlshaven'tseeneach

other?Cummonman,kutheninisenzaabantuababi

girls?Wegotthisroomspeciallypreparedforyall,

getupfromthefloor,yourbedsareoverthere"

Baphakama,stillinshock.Theguywhobroughtme

breakfasttooktheuntouchedplateandleftwithit

onlytoreturnnelunchforthethreeofusthen

baphindabahambaleavingthehousepitchblack.

Anelisawalayitahercandleassoonasweheardthe

clickofthedoorbeinglocked



Chu:"hehTrinanjakazindiniufunantoniapha?What

sickgameareyoutwoplaying"?

Ijustkeptmymouthshut,Ihadmoreimportant

thingstothinkaboutotherthanentertainingher.

Withinasecondsheflungfromherbedacrossthe

roomtomineandgrabbedmywhitetopyakrazuka.

Anelisacametoseperateuswamfakaimpama

wayokuwaonthewoodenfloorwangenakum,I

didn'tgiveherchance.EspeciallywhenIrealizedshe

hadaweaveon,Isunkmyhandsonit,grabbeditso

tightandpulledwithallmymightndayivaiyavumaI

pulledharderndamvaxaekhalaIknewIgotitright.I

pulleditoffwhileshewasbusytryingtogetmyface

withoutanyluck.WewentatitlikestraydogsuntilI

pushedheroffthebedwathukiselaasshewentto

herownbedthenkwathicwaka,Ithinkrealitywas

settinginnow.Wesatinthatsilenceforalittle

while,mytopwastorn.AndIloveditsomuch:'(It

wasthefirsttimeIhadwornitbendiy'thengengoku



bend'celeuthengangecardlikaNtando:(yhoIhada

lumpinmythroat.Ahugelump,Iwantedtocryso

badbutbendingasozendizenzeweakphamb'kwabo.

Lisa:"S'bongileufunantonapha"?

Ididn'twannatalk...bend'khathazekekakhuluforube

ndisenzaifoolishtalknezibhanxazamankazanaka

Ntando.

Lisa:"Trina"?

Me:"hayfokofhlukananamAnelisa"

Chu:"ubuy'thethelelakelenjakazijongangoku

iyakuphoxa"

Lisa:"khaw'memaanwena.Trina,pleasesilapha

sonkeIknowbutIdon'tunderstandwhynawe

uzobalapha.Uzothiniwena"?

Me:"kantiwenauzothininaAnelisaapha"?

Her:"Idon'tknowkaloku...okaysothismeans



Ntandohasnothingtodowiththis...YhoThixowam

sisenjenikengoku"

Chu:"wha-"

Waz'bambaezothethaandthankGodcozIwasn't

reallyinterestedtoheartherubbishwillexitfromher

rottenmouth.Thentherewassilence...itdawnedon

allofusnowthatwe'reindeepshit.

[10/11,12:23]‪+27730692704‬:#349

ThecrewinCapeTowncouldn'tcomedownto

PE,theywerehalfwaytoCongoonamerchandize

exportmissionandtheycouldn'tturnbackthejet

norcouldtheypromisetoreturnbackimmediately

withoutaccomplishingthemissioncozthatwould

costthem.HalfofthecrewinDurbanhadleftthe

previousweektoNigerandhewasinformedabout

that,infactheapprovedtheirtripbonabahambenge

businessjetwhileooMarcnooRangerbehambe

ngoMo,hecouldn'ttaketheguysinEastLondonthat

wouldleavehisfamilynakedwithoutprotectionso



thelastoptionwastocalltheguysinGautengand

hehadtowaitforthemtodrivefromJozitoPE

sinceijetzingekhointhecountry.Asfrustratingas

thesituationwasforhim,hehadtotaketime

out;planandthinkthisthrough,hehadtothinkevery

littlemoveintodetail.Ashewasbusyonhismaster

planandtryingtoresearchthefaceshesawonthe

CCTVfootage,oneoftheguyscalledhimlokanye

whoseemstobethe"manager"inthiswhole

thing...notknowingthenumber,heconnecteditto

thetrackerbeforetakingthecall

Him:"yah"?

1Guy:"Beast"

Him:"speak"

1Guy:"injaniigrootman?Wait,Iknowtheanswerto

that...ifrustratediBeast"

Him:"whoareyouandwhatdoyouwant"?

1Guy:"sothequestionis,izokwenzaniiBeastxai

frustrated"?



Him:"ndizokubuzaagain,whoareyou"?

1Guy:"andtheanswertothatisiBeastayizukwenza

fokol...sothatmeansinorderforthebeasttoactwe

havetoprovokethebeasthuh?Makeitangry

sizoy'bonakengokingqawa"

Him:"whothefuckareyoudammit"?!

1Guy:"IammeandIdon'twantanythingyetrelax

madalaunganyukelwayiswekile.ButIdobelieve

youlostajewel,ortwo.Orisitthree"?

Him:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout,careto

elaboratemaybe"?

1Guy:"Idon'thavemuchtimerightnow,butI'llcall

youagainlater...ohand,don'twasteyourtimetracing

thiscallcozyouwon'tfindanythingonit.Havea

goodday"

HehungupevenbeforeNtandocouldanswerhim.

Despitebeingtoldnottotryandtracethecallhedid

tryunsuccessfullythough.Ntandohasthis

frustratingpersonalitythatjustrelaxes,helikes



takinghistimeeveninpressingmattersbutright

nowhehadnochoicebuttochill...maybeitworks

forhim.

Theguyscametogiveusbreakfastbakhuphane

buckettoemptyitandreturnedwithwarmwaterina

20Lbucket,another20Lofcoldwaterandasecond

emptyone.Theygaveusbathtowels,soapsand

overallsandthentheysatdown

3Guy:"bathtimebabies,oneatatime...khaw'fake

umculunigga"

The2Guyputondancehallmusickwiminispeaker

savelasabajonganjethina

1Guy:"sowho'sgoingfirstladies?Oryouneedhelp

undressing"?

2Guy:"Ithinktheyneedhelp,oralittlemotivation"

Chu:"we'regoingtobathwithallthreeofyouhere?

Watchingus"?



2Guy:"youhaveaproblemwithuswatchingyall"?

Chu:"wellyes,Ican'tbathinfrontofstrangers.

Especiallymen"

2Guy:"wellifwecan'twatchyallwehavetohelpyall

bath,getupkuqalewenafuthi.Uthethatoomuch"

Hegotupandmixedenoughwaterforhercozthere

wasonevaskomthenhewaitedforher,therewasno

backingoutofthis.Sheundressedslowlywavasa

ubusoandalleyeswereonheruntilshewashedthe

lowerpartsofherbodythenthatguysteppedinfront

ofher,tookthetowelfromherhandasshewas

abouttodryherselfwamosulangokwakhesana

lamfana!Ijustknewsiyaqhelwanjeaphandalala

andndazigqumamnandingazobukelanonsense

nje...thenIheardChumabreathingheavely,thenI

heardhermoaningndaphakamisaintlokoandsaw

theguyshandbetweenheropenlegs,hereyeswere

shutandheadthrownback...Irolledmyeyes

coveredmyheadagainandjustwonderedwhatsick

gamesweretheseguysplayingorplanningtoplay



onus.Chumamusthavebeenhavingthetimeofher

lifecozhermoansweregettinglouderand

louder,evenclosetoscreamsgettingapplausefrom

theguysuntiltheystopped.

2Guy:"who'supnext"?

Anelisadidn'tanswer,Iwasn'tgoingto.Ifelt

someonepullingmyblanketIdidn'tevenliftupmy

head,Iwasn'tgonnafeedtheiregoswithsatisfaction

thatndiyaboyika

1Guy:"areyounotbathingfirstlady"?

Ishookmyhead

1Guy:"usure?Youcanonlygethotwaterafterthree

days"

Ididn'tanswerhim,hethrewbacktheblanket

nday'tsalaandcoveredmyselfagain.Anelisasaid



shedidn'tneednohelpuzoz'vasashe'dratherbe

watchedthanmolested,bamhlekawavasawagqiba

theywenttothrowawaythewaterleavingla

angekasetyenziswaamanzithenlockedusupagain.

Yetanotherday,andanotherpassedkusenzekathe

samethinguntilonenightwhenIcouldn'tsleepno

more,IwokeupwhiletheothergirlsweresleepingI

pouredthecoldwaterevaskominindavasa

thoroughlyndavasanempahlazamzonkeandhung

themup.Atleastwehadsoapandtheyhadcustom

madeusalilwashinglineattheveryendofthe

roomtohangourtowelstheonlyairbeingthatof

theventilators.Iworetheoverallsandhungmy

thingsndabuyelaebhedinindacingananentozam...it

wasclearthatndizogqibaivekimnaaphawiththese

twopsychos.Whatkilledmethemostwasthinking

aboutmychildren,whattheyweredoing,whereand

withwho:(.IfellasleepuntilIheardthedoor

unlockingndavukaandsatup,Idon'tlikenasty

surprisessoI'dratherbeawakeandconsciousall

thetimecozIdon'tknowwhatthesepeopleare

planning.Heputabowlofcerealnexttome,gave



meaglassofmilkthensatontheedgeofmybed

3Guy:"I'vebeentoldyouhaven'teateneversinceyou

gothere"

SinceIdidn'tknowwhatwasexpectedofmeto

repsondandsay,Iratherkeptquiet.

3Guy:"don'tpunishyourselfforwhatyoudon't

know,howlongdoyouthinkyouwillstarveyourself?

Youdon'tevenknowifanyonewillcometoyour

rescueintime,eatandbestrongforyourownsake.

Here,itsnotpap,Ikindafiguredyou'dappreciate

cereal"

Itookthebowlndatya,Iwasreallyhungrybynow.He

waitedformetoeatfinish,tooktheglassthenheleft.

Eziz'bhanxaweresnoring:ohowdotheyget

comfortableinsuchsituations?Phofbaqhelile

uhlalangaphandlekwabantwanababobutkengok



aboyiki?Mk!Thesecondguybroughtthem

breakfastakand'nikaobviouslywaphindawaphuma

notforgettingtolockthedoor-_-

Lisa:"Trinawhyungatyi"?

Me:"ndigrand"

Chu:"umhoyenganton,inobausaslimmeribabyfat"

Lisa:"imuncukekodwalentouy'phendulayoChuma.

Trina,uright?"

Me:"Anelisa"

Lisa:"yeah"

Me:"ndiright,thankyouforasking.Now,weboth

knowthatuyipuppetkaChumane,canyouplsjust

letmebe?Ibengath'andikholaphapls"

Chu:"aha!AllhailMissuniverse"

Savelasathulaemvakwaleyo...howImissedthe

scentofmyhusband'saftershave:'(insuch

situationsuveleukhumbuleeventhesimplestof



things,ezantoungazihoyiyoandmostlythethings

andmomentsyoudon'tnormallyappreciate.

Es'daleni,thinkitwasclosetothelunchhourndeva

umntuozohlalaonmybedndavukandamjona

uAnelisandiconfused

Me:"mh,yinton'ngoku"?

Lisa:"Iknowthisisprobablythedumbestquestionto

beaskedunderthecircumstances,buturight"?

Me:"again,ndigrand"

Chu:"khaw'yekanenoTrinawethuAnelisalenjakazi

ay'saboninobakwalomntuinethembalakheubusy

ukhangelananabafreshprobablyhasforgetten

abouther"

Me:"umuncuke"

Chu:"and'fikikuwe...khonawenaAnelisayinton

was'kewakhathalatoomuchmvanje"?

Me:"nyhani"

Lisa:"Ijust...LookTeeIknowverywellIhaven'tbeen



appreciativebrakodwayouhadmybackwhen

Ntandowouldn'tletmeseemychild"

Me:"kengokyoutrynatellmeyousuddenlygrew

isazelacozund'bonisilemosoyenaAnelisa,nowcan

wejustmoveon?We'restuckhereforGodknows

howlong,beingreminiscentwon'thelpusanyway"

Lisa:"...okayfairenough...justsoyouknowI'mnot

proudofmylastestactandIwanttoapologize.For

everything"

Chu:"uph-"

Lisa:"youshutthefuckupandikathethinaweokay?

Ndiyezakuwe"

Wathula...

Lisa:"umtanamuthimamakuweumlomougcwale

andIdon'tblameher,ndakubonabaumthanda

nyhani.YougaveherwhatIcouldn't,uthando.And

forthatI'llforeverrespectyou"

Me:"itsokayAnelisa,Iknowuthethiswakubasilapha



sonkecoznotsolongagoubund'accuserofusing

abantwanabenutogetmarried.Butitsfinewethu"

Lisa:"forgetaboutthatndithethainyaningoku,you

haveplayedamassiveroleinmydaughter'slifeand

somehowchangedherfatherkwalentoabambeicall

yamadeavumenokundibona"

Isighedndombhathandalalamna.Allthistalking

wasjustremindingmeofhome,Ntandothis,Sino

that!Gosh,namndinabantwanabamwhoare

probablywonderingwhere's'mamam'.Okay.We

heardtheguyscoming,bavulanyhanbangenathree

ofthembephetheachairandaclosedbucketne

rope

1Guy:"Chuma,izapha"

Waphakama,ndothukakwalentoaphakamesofast

withoutevenaskingquestions,shesatonthechair

wothukawhentheytiedherhandstothechair



Her:"whatareguysdoingtome"

Theycontinuedtyingheranklestoosekhalaezama

nokhabalaza,shewasmakingonehelluvanoiseI

don'twannalieandasirritatedasIwas,I

emphathizedwithheronceoneoftheguysgoteven

morefedupwamfakaimpamazambini

zalandelelana.Xaesothukaiimpamatheysplashed

herwithicecoldwaterndaneworry.The3Guytook

outhisphoneanddialedsomeonethenputthe

phoneonloudspeaker...Iheardmyman'svoice

zisukanje

Him:"hello"

3Guy:"Beast"

Him:"whatdoyouwantnow"?

3Guy:"mamela"



ThesecondguywafakaimpamakuChuma

wakhala,Ntandowathicwakaakabinayonereaction

nyananje.Whatifibindim?

3Guy:"wehavealotmoreofthatandwedon'tmind

entertainingourselvesalldayallnight"

Him:"soniyigroup?Mh"

3Guy:"uyitaimaegrandgrootman,ndiyaz'buzaba

uzothinikulantwanayakhoxaibuzaumama

ngenyimini"

Him:"nifunanton'majita"

3Guy:"whatcanyouofferusgrootman"?

Him:"foruChumaIhavenothingtoofferyou"

3Guy:"eish,lilishwalethukengok.Nodon'tworry,we

willcallagainwhenwehavesomethingworthan

offer"

Chu:"Ntandopls"

Him:"plsntoni"?

Chu:"plsdoitforOwebra...theseguyswillkillus"



Him:"who'sus"?

BeforeChumacouldanswertheysnatchedthe

phoneandhungup.IcouldhearNtandowasundera

lotofstress,umntuongamaziyocouldeasilymistake

thattoarrogance.
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Threemoredayspassedsinganikwakutya,no

visitationsfromtheguysjustsilenceandisolation.

NowandagainIwouldhearAnelisajoininginonmy

dailyprayers,maybesherealisedthatakhothemba

lophumaaphabutmnabendinalo,IknewNtando

wouldn'tbeabletolivewithhimselfifhedidn't

atleasttrytosavemeespeciallysincehe

continuoslytellsmethathewillalwaysprotectme

nomatterthesituationandbesides,IhadMarcus

whotreatsmelikehislittleeggIknew

uzophambanaoncehehearsI'vebeenkidnapped.

Ontheforthdayourkidnapperscamein,Chumawas

bedstrickenyiflungemxayalamanziabandayothey



splashedonherthatday.Theseguyscamewitha

darkvintagemarbletable,theyweresixthistime

around.TheydraggedAnelisafromthebedtothe

tableekhalaumtanabantubamvithisangempama

wathicwakaastheystrippedtheoveralloffher

upperbodyandthenchainedheronthetablelying

onherback.Theypluggedaweldingmachinethen

calledBeastagain

Him:"I'mgettingtiredofthissuddenrelationshipof

oursnow"

3Guy:"itwillbeoversoongrootman"

Thenhesignaledforoneofthetwoguyswiththe

weldingmachinestogoahead...yazwhenthey

strappedChumatothechairIsilentlywisheditwas

me,atleasthertorturewasn'tsobad.Theystarted

burningtheironchunksonAnelisa'sarm,thesecond

shefelttheheatcreepingandscorchingintoher

fleshshescreamedherlungsouttryingtomovebut

shecouldn't.Theyletgoofthatoneandwenttothe



otherwristwaphindawaqalaek'qalaukhala

ekhwazanoNtandolowoecelaamaxoloand

pleadingwithhim.Angazangeay'thethewayilibala

umntanomntu...Theystoppedandwentbacktothe

phone

3Guy:"enjoyedthat"?

Him:"wasIsupposedto"?

3Guy:"tyhinigrootman,sakuzamangezintozakho

awabinambulelo"

Him:"mamelakewhoeveryouare,masingaqhelan'

ikaka.Thethalentouy'funayokumandstopfucken

callingmewithaliennumbers"

3Guy:"wewantthreebil,tonight"

Him:"youreallyexpectmetojustthrowawaythree

billionrandsforAnelisa?Whatareyouguys

smoking"?

The3Guyindicatedagaintotheguys,behla

bayotshisaamaqatha.Anelisa'scrywasunbearable



zinkosizam,bekhalakabuhlunguIwaspraying

uNtandoavumesizophumaaphabutnaah,thatwas

justhopelessprayingbutIrealisedtheirplan.

Lamajitawerejustpunishingusweweretheir

bargains,IfiguredtheyknewNtandowoulddo

anythingformethatswhyndisekugqibelenimeaning

agreatertorturewasawaitingmeemvakoAnelisa

:'(

3Guy:"ukhalakabuhlungushamelosisi,itsapitywe

don'thavehearts.Justlikeyou"

Him:"mxm"

Hehungup

TheydialedGudda,nayendimveonthe'hello'they

didn'tevenrespondbavelabatshisaiintsimbizabo

ezikwijointskuAnelisa

Him:"hello,whoisthis"?

Her:"Gu-aaahahaha!YouhavetoHeeelpmeeeee!



Thesemenaregonnakillmeeeee"

Him:"Anelisa,uphi?Whatshappeningtoyou"?

Her:"I-I-Idon'tknow...we'retrappedsomewhere

aaaaaawch"

Theyremovedthephonefromher

3Guy:"soGundagundanjayamz'yathinindoda"

Him:"whothehellareyouandwhatthefuckdoyou

want?Niggaifyoudarehurthernd'zakucubha

ngezandlaumamelesani"

3Guy:"arghstopwiththethreats,youdon'tscareme.

Iwantthreebill,tonight"

Him:"what?Areyoumad?WhereamIsupposedto

getthreebilliontonight"?

3Guy:"ifyouwanttoseeyoursisteragainthenyou

willmakeaplanacus"

Him:"whothefuckareyou"?



3Guy:"I'llemailyouthebankdetailsat6inthe

evening.Ohandholleratyourdaddyta

Bongs...mxeleleiyasalute'riteam"

Thenhehungup

ItwascleartomenowthatGuddaknewabout

Anelisafromthebeginingbutwhatmademe

wonderwaswhyheneverdisclosedthistomewhen

hetoldmeabouthisbrothers?Thateventheseguys

knewthesetwowerefamilybutIdidn'tknowtheir

knowledgeaboutmeyetcozIwassecluded.When

theyweredonetheyleftherstrappedandlockedus

there.Shewascryinghorriblyitpainedmetoapoint

whereapartofmewantedtotellherwe'reactual

sistersmaybethatwouldcomforthersomehowbut

Irethoughtthatandrealizedthatitwasn'tmyplace

andthetimingwasoff,Chumawenttoherbakhala

bobabiniyangathiandikhomna.Iwasusedtothe

ideaofbeingbymyself,evenendlinibend'hlala

nabantwanabambadlalebalalethenIwouldenjoy

thesilence.Sometimelatertheguyscameback

withfoodbamkhululauAnelisaandgavethetwoof



themfood,theyevenwaitedforthemtoeatbagqiba

andtooktheplateswaphindawahamba.Iwantedto

cry...forgoodnesssakesilambesonkebo:'(

Chu:"WhyunganikwanguukutyaTrina"?

Lisa:"aw'tyanga"?

Chu:"akatyanga"

Ididn'trespondtothem,Ijustpulledtheblankieover

myheadndazamaulala.Thoughthatwaspointless

cozmystomachwasrumbling...Hourslater

saphathelwaukutyanamndatyathenoneotherguy

cameinandpulledachairwahlalarightinfrontof

me

Him:"youlookverybeautiful,fairandsoftskinned.

Umhlenyhani"

Iputtheplatedownndathula,Iretractedashetried



touchingmyface.

Him:"you'remylasthopeforgettingthatthree

bill,maybewecouldworktogetherandgetmore"

Ipulledmyblanketndaphindandazamaulala.My

bodywassorefromsleeping,butitsnotlikeIhada

choicefordoingso.TherewasnothingelseIcould

do...

Iheardthedooropening,thenmechanicalsounds.

NdsamamelenjaloIheardthemdiscussingbutI

couldn'theartheexactwordsthensuddenlyIfelta

handforcefullygrabbingmyarm,Iobligedcozunlike

thesetwootherladiesIhadnoenergyforcrying

AWOL.Twoguyshelpedeachothertotiemeontoa

chair

3Guy:"youknowyouhavesuchaprettyface?Ihate

myjobsometimes...butthenagain,itpayswellso

sisizaletshelpeachotherhere.Igiveyouan



instructionandyousayexactlywhatItellyoutoor

there'llbeconsequences"

2Guy:"bringthegagskeem"

Oneguybroughtthegag:oitsmeltlikesewagefrom

adistancendanaaringekafiki,withoutknowingthey

pulledmyheadbackwardsandstuffedmymouth

withthatstinkinggagIfeltmyeyesrolling

backwards,Isalivatedintliziyoyahlambaandwithout

havinganythingbesideswhatseemedlikerotten

sockstostopmefromvomitingkwabuyakonke

ukutyabutsincetherewasabearersomeendedup

comingoutthroughmynose.The3Guyworelatex

glovesandremovedthegagkwaphindakwanyuka

konke...thatwastheirchanceofcallingNtando,while

dialing,theotherguyloebehleliinfrontofmybed

toldmetocrykuNtandoandtellhimIneeded

savingsoheshouldjustgivetheseguysthethree

billformyfreedom.ButIknewIwouldn'tbeable

to,rightnowmyheadwasdoingrunsatMoses

Mabhidastaduim



3Guy:"tellhimyoumissyourbabies"

..

Beast:"youknowsomeofushaveworktodo"

Band'jongaexpectingmetosaysomethingbutmna

ndathulanje.

3Guy:"wellIguessyouneedalilmotivation"

Beast:"huh"?

Yangenaimpamandothuka,thatklapalone

motivatedmorevomitinsteadofwhattheyexpected

fromme.Ivomiteduntiltherewasnothing

else,xand'qhalauphefumlandothuswangenye

impamainsteadofcryingagainndakhuphabutthis

timetherewasbloodcozandinakutyaesiswini.I

wassureNtandocouldhearthesoundsIwas

making,ormybreathingcozanywaythephonewas



veryclose

Beast:"wait...Baby"?

That'swhenIstartedcrying,voicekunzima

nokuyikhuphakengokbutndinesingqala

Beast:"Baby"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"I'llgetyououtofthatplaceIpromiseokay"

Me:"mm"

3Guy:"ubabywakhoufeistyhuh?Justlikeyou.

Mamelakegrootman,thepriceisnolongerthree

bill...wewantfivenow"

Beast:"sure"

Thenhehungup

Theycalledhimagainakayibambathreetimes

bamncama,IthoughtndizophumlaafterthatbutI



foundmyselfbeingmovedfromthiswoodenchair

toanotherchair...IsawafamiliarhatandBAM!I

realizeditwasanelectrichatforelectrocution

ndaqalandoyikakengokucozIhadonlyseenthis

hatwhenIresearchedgangstasuqalakwamubano

Ntando.Isuddenlyhadshortnessofbreathjustby

rememberingwhatthischairdoes:'(theystrapped

meandpluggedeverythingIfelttheelectricitybiting

intomybodybandyekamnafeelingtheshocksfrom

headtotoebaphindabazamauNtandosend'khala

nyanithistimemyvoicealmosthoarse,withluck

theygothim...Andabitofasuprise

Beast:"Zoro"!

Bothukabonkebajongana

Beast:"IsthatmywifethatI'mhearing?Onan

electricchair?YhuuuZoroZoroZoro!Guqa

uthandazandodacoznd'phez'kwakho.iMosselBay

ndizoyenzancincikwediniuzoyekauvaamabali

ndizokwenzaimbaliwenaubuqu"



Theminutehehungup,theelectricchairwas

immediatelypulledofftheplug,suddenlykwabusy

theywerepanickingblindmakingcallsallover.I

overheardoneoftheguystalkingaboutmovingus

toanabandonedwarehouseintheNorthenCape.I

prayedNtandowouldcomeasfastaspossible,like

hewasmyonlyhopetofreedom:'(butwhatifhe

comeslate?Whatifnowthatheknowswhothese

peoplearewabaxelelabazos'bulala?WhatifIdon't

gettoseemychildrengrow?Istartedtocrysohard

whenthesethoughtsstartedtodominatemymind.

Anelisacametomybed,shehuggedmesalila

sobabini

Me:"whatifNtandobecomestolate"?

Her:"he'llcomethrough"

Chumajoinedus,suddenlyweunitedagainstour

biggestfear.Wehugged...criedandthensothuka

xasizothathwa.Sixguysdividedthemselvesinto



two'seachtwotakingoneofusleadingusbackto

thatlooongdarkpassagebesizengayo.Once

outsidewesatdownonacementlookinglikechair

thenouranklesandwristsweretiedngeroughrope.

Thosesixwereassignedtokeepaneyeonuswhile

therestoftheguysloadedtheequipmentintotheir

carsandthensuddenlyweheardcars...sincewe

heardandsawtheguysmakingphonecallswe

thoughtisekwangabanyebabountilwesawthecars.

Notone,twoorthreecarsbutanarmyoftenblack

cars.FourHummers,twoRangeRoversandfour

Mahindraszafikandabonaoneofthesesixrunning

backinsideeyoxela.Ukhubonewhenyou'restuck

betweenfearandexcitement?Itwasgettingabit

darkerandthefactthatthehousewasoldand

surroundedbybushesandbigtalltreeswasn't

helpingonebit.Wehearddoorsopenandclosebut

wedidn'tseepeoplecomingout,bezekuthike

atleastcozIknowuRangereyedwaangekhe

ohlulekebythesefivepeople.AsIcountedthe

minuteskungadekwenzekentoeventheykidnappers

cameoutofthedungeonwithguns,Imeanrealbig

gunshaikeIlostallhopeuntilIheardRanger...Sabe



sesigxavulwasikhonjwangemipuezintloko

Range:"Mzoristo...mmh,Igottagiveittoyounjayam.

Youhavegrowninthegame"

SonowIfigureZoromustbelaguyibiqalaukuza,lo

ebendincomaubuhle.Ngokucacileyonguyeophethe

lecrewcozhealsocameforwardwamelaatafair

distancefromRangerwithhisgunreadyforaction

Him:"exiledoesthattoyou"

Range:"soyousay...tellme,how'syourwife?Isshe

stilllivinginGrahamstown?Ohkanene...mxmeyinto

zoguga,youmovedherandthekidstoNorthWest

right?Clevermovenigga.Veryclevermood"

Him:"Idon'thavetimetochitchatRanger,where's

Beast?Nd'funayena"

Range:"Beast?WhereisBeastkanene?EyIdon't

knowskeem,buthesentmetodeliverthis"



HethrewtwobriefcasestowardsZoro,heinstructed

the3Guytocheckbayimaliyamanyhanina

Range:"nowisyourturntogivemewhatIwant"

Him:"releasethetwo,keepthewife"

ThoseguysreleasedChumaandAnelisa,twoguys

fromBeastssideledthemtothecars

Range:"Zorowhatgameareyouplayingnow"?

Him:"toldyouIwantedBeasthimself,Iwanthimto

seehisbeautifulwifedierightbeforehisowntwo

eyes"

Range:"oohokay,lemmearrangethatforyou.Gunja

bringmemylaptopngqina"

AmuscularguybroughtoutanApplelaptop,Ranger



punchedsomethingforafewsecondsgqibawanika

uZoro,obviouslyhehadtoputitonthegroundthe

2Guypickeditup,gaveittohisBoss

Range:"touchthescreen"

Him:"Istilldon'tunderstandwhatthefuckalaptop

hasgottodowithspeakingtoBe-wai'wai'wai'wait!

whatthefuck?"

Beast:"kwedin'Zoro"

Him:"whatonearthareyoudoinginmyhouse?How

thefuckdidyoufindit?"

Beast:"waitonasec...Akhumzi,izobulisautata"

Ntandowasplayingmindgamesnale

chap...somehowheknewhisweeknessand

wazixelelabauzothincakuyo.Afterthekidsspoke

brieflytotheirfatheritwasbacktobusiness

Him:"ifyoudaretouchevenonestringofhaironmy



family..."

Beast:"Igaveyouyourfivebill,nowletgoofmywife"

Him:"thateasyhuh"

Beast:"hehndithindiyakuzamauyand'xhomela.Okay

ke,justdon'tgoaroundsayingI'mheartless

bendikunikileichancesonowwe'lldoityourway.

Thebloodyhardway"

Yacimailaptop,Zorosmasheditonthe

floor...andazangawhoshotfirstbutshots

fired,ngokothukaIfelloffthecementchairand

landedonmykneesndaziqhothaasIkneltonthe

groundsayingmylastprayerfortheday.
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Thereweregunshotseverywhere,buttherewereno

voicesjustsoundszeenyawomarchingandchasing.

Itriedgettingupandmaybesneakoutbutastrong

handpulledmeupndsazamauziphakamela,theman

scoopedmeupandrantheotherwaysayofikaintoa



bigvehicle,sincebekumnyamaIkindafiguredyi

truckndaphoswangaphezuluIlandedonwhatfelt

likehay.Thenthetruckmoved,firstitmovedslowly

thenracedoutoftheplaceknockingmefromside

tosideI'mcertainIhadbruisesonmybodycoz

okukungqubekawasnowextremeandnendlelaimbi.

Wedroveforawhilebeforethetruckabruptly

stopped,Ifaintlyheardvoicesthenkwazovulwa

ingcangokwangenatwoguyswhodraggedmeout

ofthetrucktoanotherheavyweightcarthatwas

alreadywaiting.IknewthatthesewerenotNtando's

people,theyweremanhandlingmekak'bi.

Yaphephethekanalenaimoto,Icouldn'tseebasiphi

orsiyaphicozkumnyama.Icriedsilently,justwhenI

thoughtuNtandouzond'sindisandivelend'phuncuke

ezandlenizakhekanje?Wedrovetoanother

dessertedwarehousendafakwaphandashiywa

ebumnyameni.Myfeetwerestilltiedtogether,so

weremyhandsndashiywaonthefloor.WhenIheard

thecarleavingIcrawledtowhatseemedlikeametal

object,itshonebecauseofwhatseemedlikeacrack

neartheroof,ndaythathaandfelttheedgesndevaba

yimela.Icuttheropesonmyhandsfirstthenthe



onesonmyfeetndaphakamaandroamedaroundin

thisdarkroomtryingtofindaswitch...Ifoundit

sendiy'ncama,turneditonandwenttotryonthe

doorbutakwenzekaniks,Ilookedatlandawo

ibingenealightukuzend'bonelamelandayakuyo

andkickedashardasIcoulfforacoupleof

minutes,Ilookedaroundandsawachairndas'thatha

ndabethangasoyabhidlika.Iwenttoturnoffthe

lightthentooktheknifendaphumandibalekanot

knowingwhereI'mgoingbutndabalekastill.Irantill

Ifoundtarroadndaphumlabehindadangerbox

contemplatingwhethertogoNorthorSouthbutthe

planwastowalkforwardwhilehidingbehindthe

treesuntilIcouldseeumzindiyocelaindawo

kuwo,noband'celaufounakeifabanandawoyokuba

nd'bekeintlokotillthemorning.Icommencedwith

myplan,runningtowardsthesouthbutnotonthe

road,justalongthebushytreessoastobediscreet.I

ranforwhatmusthavebeenthreehourswithno

sightofhousesndahlalaphantsindaphumlamyfeet

werekillingme,mymindkeptonplayingNtando's

voice:"baby,IwillgetyououtofthatplaceIpromise"

andnowthatIhadgottenmyselfouthowwillhefind



me?Aftertakingabreakndaphindandathathisa,ata

fardistanceIcouldseehousesandstreetlightsand

thatwasenoughmotivationtokeepgoing.AsIwas

stillwalkingIheardcarsfromlendlelandiya

ngakuyo,IranintothebushesndazilindaIsawthe

lightscoming,Icouldn'tpeepoutandjeopardisemy

chancesofescapingindefinitely.Whenallthe

soundshadsubsidedIstartedonmyjourneyagain

untilIreachedthehousesndaphindandaphumla.I

wantedtoimmediatelyknockonthefirsthousebut

asixthsensetoldmenottosoIcontinuedwalking

justslowlynow...mythoughtwasmaybeseku

midnightoraftermidnightnowbekuninindihamba?I

walkedforabouttwomorehoursndabonaiskolo...I

walkedpastituntilIreachedadecentlookinghouse

withachaineddog,Ihadnomorestrengthbynowto

runawayfromthebarkingdogndavelandawaafew

feetfromthegate.Thedogcontinuedbarking

incediswanazezinyebutIwastooweaktogetup

andrunndavelandacinyelwazizibane.

Itfeltlikemyfeethadneedlesunderneath,theywere



prickingonthemostsensitivepartsofmyskin.Ifelt

warm...Imovedmyhandsjusttofeellendawo

ndikuyobutitfelttoosoftandcottonishthanground

should.SoIopenedmyeyesandrealisedthatI'min

someonesbed,coveredinsomeonesblankets

ndothukaandtriedgettingupbutawomanwas

busywithmyfeet..shehadabowlnexttoher,atowl

inherhand

Me:"uhm,hi"

Shegotupandcametohelpmesitupwandipha

amanzi

Her:"mynameNosipho,myhusbandseeyououtthe

gate"

Me:"enkosimama"

Her:"ooh,ungumXhosa"?

Me:"ewema...tjomyfeet"



Her:"bendisakukhuphaameva...uzenjaniapha?

Ungowaphi?Ubusiyaphi"?

Thenmyrealitysinkedin...Andizazinobandiyaphi

letaloneknowingbandiphirightnow.Itwas

understandablewhymyfeethadblistersand

thorns,ucandaamathafaongawaziyongobusuku

ubeungazazinobauphiusiyaphi.Rememberinglast

nightbroughttearstomyears,shehuggedme

calmingmedownwand'phindangamanzithenshe

leftmewahambawabuyawithatrayenepapaka

mealie-mealwithrooibostea

Me:"thankyou"

Her:"ityasisi,ifawonelangaundixelelendikwenzele

amaqanda"

Me:"okayma,enkosikwakhona"

Shethenleftmetoeat,yhoyangas'ke

ndixhumaxhumemntak'loYesu.Ithasbeentoo



long...ndatyandagqibangokungoku.Itookmytime

drinkingthetea,whenIwasdoneItriedgettingup

buttheminutemyfeethitthefloorthepainshot

straightuptomynerves.Ialmostcried...

Her:"haymtanamkhwelaebhedinisozeukwazi

uhambangezonyawo"

Shetookthetrayndaphindandakhwelaebhediniand

tookadeepbreath,xaebuyaumam'Nosiphowabuya

nesonka,eggs,cheesegrillersandorangejuicethen

shesatdownnexttome,kwangenaumyeniwakhe

wabulisawabuzaimpilo...

Him:"ungowaphikenontombi,ungubaniigama"?

Me:"ndinguSibongileLuthandoNtabenindingowase

montitata,qhandihlalaeBhayi"

Him:"yhuungowakude,uzofikanjaniapha"?



Istartednarratingthestorytothem,mamalapha

walila,Ihelpedcryalongwithher.

Him:"yabuhlungukelentouyibalisayo

mntanam,kengokuunayeumntuoyaziyoinumber

yakheumxeleleukubaulapha"?

Me:"ewetata,umyeniwam"

Him:"unasoisiqinisekisoso'bauzaw'kwaziukuza

aphaazokulanda"?

Me:"ewetata"

HegavemehisphoneIdialedNtandocozIknow

aboutthreeofhisnumbersbyheart.Itrangfour

timesyathicwaka,Itriedthenextnumberyakhala

yodwaIhungupandtriedeyokugqibelaendiyaziyo,I

wasevenpanickingnowbutIknewMarcussoze

ndingamfumaniyena

Him:"yah"



Hewasagitated...Verymuchso.Itookadeep

breath

Him:"helowu"?

Me:"hey"

Myvoicewasmoreofawhisperbutwandiva

Him:"S'bongile"?

Me:"mh"?

Him:"GoodGod!Uphi?I'vebeenintoeachandevery

roomkulewarehouseawufumaneki,bakusephibaby?

Andwho'sphoneareyouusing"?

Me:"relaxI'msafe.Iranaway...lastnight.Uphiwena?

Canyoucomefetchme"

Him:"ndingezanangokundisekulewarehouseyo

Zoro,uphindizekuwe"?



Me:"justoutsideCapeTown...imandinikeutatalapha

hewilldirectyou"

Him:"ohokaymnike"

IgavethephonetoumntuwayohedirectedNtando

whilemam'Nosiphorubbedmynowswollenfeet

withrubbingstuff,itwaspainfulcozebecinezelabut

itwasnotaspainfulasthepastfewweekshave

been.IrestedandwaitedforNtandotocomefetch

mendakhendalala,Iwastired.

Physically,emotionallyandpsychologically...Tired.I

haddaymares,relivingmymarathonhide-and-seek

nightandinthisdreamthecarswereactually

chasingmeandIcouldn'trunany

faster,bezind'fumana.Isuddenlyjoltedupstraight

ndothukawithabitofreliefwhenIrealisedthatit

wasjustadreamandthenIheardrealcarscoming

intotheyard...Thenkwathicwaka.

Nosiphowalkedinwithher

husband,Ntando,Marcus,ThrillerandRanger

followingrightbehindher.Ihadnotearsnow,even



thoseofjoy.Ntandocametomefirst,hehuggedme

withoutsayingaword,mybodywassoresoIkinda

pushedhimbackalilwithawhince

Him:"I'msorrybaby"

Me:"itsokay"

Hemovedaway,IhuggedmybrotherwhileNtando

wenttotalktotheownersofthehouse.Marcwas

relievedshame,inobaebengasalalikwasendlini

yakhekweziveki.

Him:"I'msorryIcouldn'tcomesooner"

Me:"you'reherenowboet"

Wehuggedagain

NosiphocametomyfeetnoNtandowazityhilaand

showedhim



Her:"kuzofunekanimsekwagqirhake

ndoda,uyaz'bonazinjani"

Him:"ndizomsaofikakwethueKapamama...enkosini

kakhulungentoyonke"

Her:"nomnyeumntuebenoyenzelentosiyenzileyo

mtanam"

WathulauNtando,thelookonhisfacewasof

sorrow,mixedwithpainandguilt.Bathethake

bagqibanamndabulela,Marcuswand'funqula

wayond'fakaemotwenieqhutywanguNtando...there

werethreecars,welltheycouldhavejusttakenone

bebezokwanela.Afterheputmeinsidehewentto

hisowncar,Ntandocameinwaqhubasaphumani

kulayardanddrovetohisapartmentwherehejust

parked,cameouttomysideandtookmeinside

wayond'bekaebedroomthenhewenttorunmea

Savlonbath



Him:"uhm,nd'celaukhululethebathisready"

Ididn'tanswerhim,Iundressedndagqibaagain

wandisaebathroomwand'fakaemanzini...heeeey!

ThewaytheanticepticbitintomysoresIscreamed

andhungontohisneckfordearlife,hetriedgetting

meintothewater

Him:"babykalokyouhavetobathinthiswater,Ican

makeyouabubblebathlater"

Me:"Ntandolentoitshisaamanxebabra"

Him:"Iknowbutizowapholisamsinyaandprevent

infection"

Imumbledbutndangenaemanzinianyway,groaning

inpainasmyentirebodygotcoveredmythe

anticepticwater.Iclosedmyeyesandallowedthe

watertosoothemysores,mzimbalohwonkewas

painful,IfeltNtandoliftingmyfeetupwazivasaone

byonetakinghistime...Ilookedathim



Me:"babe"

Hesnappedandlookedatmequizzically

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"babedon't...Ifeelbadenoughalready"

Me:"butyoukeptyourpromise"

Him:"notsoonenoughthough..."

Me:"stopit,okay?Juststop"

Hebithistongueezothetha,Igotup,infactoutofthe

bathingtubmyfeetwerebetter.Iwrappedatowl

aroundmybodyandwalkedmyselftothebedroom

ndahlalanjelookingatmyreflectioninthemirror,he

satdownnexttomelookingdownathis

hands...feelingremorsefulIshouldthink



Him:"andiyazinobandiqalephingokuxolisakuwe"

Me:"you'veapologisedalready"

Him:"Iamfeelingguiltybabybecauseyousuffereda

greatordealonmyaccount"

Me:"there'snoneedtofeelguilty,itmighthavebeen

becauseofyoubutitwasn'tyourfault"

Him:"whyareyounotangrywithme"?

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyyouthinkIshould...Whereare

mybabies"?

Him:"bakumakhulu"

Me:"ooh"

Him:"ndiyobathatha"?

Me:"no...notjustyet.Ineedtofullyrecover"

Him:"kay...ufunantonike,whatkindafoodor

anythingoy'funayond'kwenzeleyona"?

Me:"I'mnotreallyhungry,butthanksforoffering"

Him:"meat?Yoghurt?Fruit?"



Ismiledfaintly...Hewastrying.

Me:"sinceyou'reinsistingkeyoghurtwillbefine"

Him:"mand'yoyithathake.Getdressedne,ikhonai

tracksuityakhoeblueonthetopdrawerkwichestof

drawers"

Ismiledandnod.Iwaitedforhimtogodownstairs

thenIwenttolookforletracksuitnday'nxibane

vestyakhe.Hecamebackwithabunchofred

seedlessgrapes,abanana,theyoghurtandaspoon

wafikasendombhathilehealsogotundercovers

saqalangegrapes,I'deatmyyogurtinbetween.

Him:"onthebrightside,unekhom-khombabe.

Uyaz'bona"?

Ndamhleka:p



Me:"nd'zothiniokobend'valelekilemfondin"
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IcouldfeelIreallyneededtoseeadoctor,mybody

wasjustnotalrightandIsuspectedImighthave

caughtaninfectiontoo.Isleptthroughthat

day,wokeupengekhothefollowingdaysoIjust

wenttobath,cameoutxaengenawithanIdentity

shoppingbag

Him:"you'reupalready,goodmorning"

Me:"hey"

Wehugged,hegavemethebagIcheckedits

contentsandsmiled,therewasaClicksplasticbag

insidecabahehadboughttoiletries.

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"don't,please"



Ilotionedinsilence,mywholebodywasinpains.I

couldn'tpointoutexactlywhichpartofmybodywas

painfulorhurtthemostbutbendiqaqanjelwaforreal.

Hissilencewasawkward,thekindasilencethatdrew

metothinkhewasfullofregret.Wayenjenangesa

spinsobraKillabutatleastwakhewamaneend'buza

untilIburstoutonhim,maybenowhewasafraidof

uphoxwaagain.WhenIwasdonedressingItooka

brush,satdowninfrontofthedressingtableand

tooktimecombingmyhairbackwards.Iwaslooking

atmyreflectioninfrontofme,blanklywonderinghow

isitpossiblethatIsurvivedsolonginthatslump?

ThatmomentrightthenIrealisedthatGodhasno

favourscozifhedidthenIwouldn'tbehereI,back

home.Aliveandsound.Ithoughtofeverythingthose

faggotscouldhavedonetomebuttheydidn't,I

thoughtofeverythingthatcouldhavehappenedthe

nightIranawayendaweniendingayaziyoandran

intoastrangershouse...Nothinghappenedtome

cozGodwastherewithme,everyday.Goingthrough

thesethoughtsbroughtbittersweettearstomyeyes



alongwithahugelumpinmythroat,hemusthave

gottenupfromthebedcozIfelthispresencecloser

aroundme,Iswallowedhardtryingsohardnotto

makeasoundorasniff.Iwipedmytearswiththe

backofmyhand,myeyesstillclosed.WhenI

eventuallyopenedmyeyeshewasinfrontofme

almostabouttohugme..Idon'tknow,butIgotup

andturnedtothebathroomforaproperfaceclean-

upxand'gqibahewasrightbehindme,justwatching

yetagain...andblockingmyway.

Me:"oh-kay,what'sup"?

Hesteppedforwardandheldmywaist,wabanda

wonkeumzimbawamandhefeltit

Him:"Iunderstandmaybeitsstilltoosoonforyouto

talkbutIwishnoactuallyIwouldlikeyoutobefree

aroundme"

Me:"Iamfreearoundyounje"



Him:"Nalique"?

Me:"hm"

Him:"itsme...Ntando,yourhusband.Okay?I'vetold

youcountlesstimesthatYoudon'thavetoputon

thisstrongfaçadenakum,Iknowyou'rehurtbaby

andIwishIcouldtakethatpainawayfromyou,I

reallydos'thandwasam.Pleaseju-"

Ijustbrokedownesathetha,hepulledmeclosesoI

gottoburymyfaceinhischestclutchingonboth

sidesofhissweatshirtndakhalanyhani.Helet

me,foraverylongthreeminuteshejustletmecry

brushingmybackyetkeepingmetightontohim.I

calmeddown,movedawayfromhimandattempted

tocleanmyselfagainndonelekukosulaimpumlohe

tookmyhandandledustothebedroomwhereIsat

cross-leggedonthecenterofthebedwipingmy

eyesngezandla,hesatrightinfrontofme.

Him:"canIsayI'msorryforthelasttime"?



Itriedachuckle...Ihateapologies,maybethat'swhy

itsevenharderwhenIhavetodoonemyself.

Him:"wannatalkitout"?

Me:"no,butI'dliketoseeadoctor"

Him:"wait,didyoujustsayyouwannaseeadoctor?

oh,okay.Singayangokuifuready"

Me:"I'mready"

Him:"butfirstyou'llhavetoeatcereal"

Me:"I'mnothun-"

Him:"thatwasnotaquestion,izandik'nxibisei

takkie"

Me:"Iuhm...thanksbutIthinkI'llwearmyslippers"

Him:"remindmetobuyyouflopsonourwayback"

Me:"akhoneed,butsure"

Ifixedthebed,woreslippersandfollowedbehind



him.Myfeatdidn'thurtthatmuchnow,butumzimba

:o.Hemadethemilklukewarmandgaveme

cereal,hemadehimselfinstantJungleOatssatya

rightafterthatweheadedtoseethedoctorand

becausewedidnotthinkofmakinganappointment

wehadtowaitinline.NgokusihleliyophaIcould

feelwithinmeorrathersensethathewantedto

reachoutandsaysomethingbuthedidn'tknowhow

to?Orifndizomphendulanasotoclearthe

thicknessthatwasbuildingupIspokefirst...

Me:"umamazang'abuzentowhenyoutookthekids

toher"?

Him:"uhm...Icouldn'texactlytakethemmyself.Mo

tookthemtoher"

Me:"butyoucalledher...right"?

Him:"yeahIdid,shedidn'taskbutbend'zoxoka

anywayifebebuzile"

Me:"Imissthem"

Him:"I'llgofetchthemxaustrongandready"



Me:"andIwannagohome"

Akaphendula...Thenitwasourcuetogo

in,waphakamak'qalawand'lindasengenaemnyango

soIwalkedinfirstandsatonthebed,hesatonthe

chairnexttothebed

Dr:"Goodday,I'mdoctorLaurenXavier...howcanI

assistyoutoday"?

Him:"uhm..mywifehasbeenthroughsome...babe

khacacise"

Me:"Ifeelweakdoc,myuhmurineisstronganditchy

andmyentirebodyispainful"

Dr:"okay,letsrunsometestsandtakeitfromthere"

Shegavemeasmallcontainertourinatein,ran

somebloodteststhenshesawthebruisesonmy

leftarmwand'jongabutdidn'task,Ntandowas

suddenlyimpatient



Him:"sowhencanwegettheresults"?

Dr:"inbetweentenandfifteenminutessirsolongyou

canwaithere,I'llbeback"

Him:"oh"

Sheleftwiththesamplestobetested,givingusyet

anothermomenttogetherandIstillwantedtoknow

nd'godukaninimna

Me:"babyyouhaven'tansweredme"

Him:"we'lltalkaboutthatendlini"

Me:"ooh"

Him:"aw'lambanga"?

Me:"ha.abutnd'celaundipheamanzi"

Hegotupandwenttopourmeaglassofwater,I

drankhalfandkepttheglassbetweenmyclutched



hands

Me:"Idon'trememberaskingyou,howhaveyou

been"?

Him:"I'maman,Iservived"

Me:"cummonbabe"

Him:"nyhaninje,Ican'tcomplain.And,ubungekhoso

therewasnoonetocomplainto"

Thedoctorcamebacksathula...

Dr:"MrsNtabeni,youseemtohavecontractedan

infectionwhichisthecauseofyourirritationwhen

youurinate.Ihaveprescribedtheseantibioticsand

vitaminBcoforyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Dr:"takethisbottleanddrinkthreetimesadaythen

tomorrowdrinkthisonealongwiththesetwo

tablets"



Him:"whatarethesefor"?

Dr:"she'salittlebitdehydratedsothesewillhelp

hydrateandrelaxheratthesametimenumbthe

painshefeelsallround"

Me:"tjotoomanypills,can'tIjusthaveaneedleor

dripmaybe"?

Dr:"youwill,butyouhavetotakethosetoo"

IlookedatNtandotospeakformewathulasana

umntuwam,thiswomansaidIshouldundress

uzanditofaentsuleni:'(Ihesitantlyobliged

Dr:"don'tworry,you'lldrinktheseonce-offtomorrow

afteryou'vehadbreakfast"

Him:"thankyoudoc,wheredowesettlethebill"?

Dr:"atthefrontdesksir"

Ndaphakamaandfixedmyselfwhenshewasdone



Me:"sowe'redone"?

Dr:"yes,ifyoufeelanyside-effectsplsdon'thesitate

tocomeback"

Me:"onextracharges"?

Dr:"inthenexttwoweeks,nodear"

Him:"wellthankyou"

Shesmiledandgaveabowaswelefttosettlethe

billthensangenaemotweni.

Him:"howyoufeeling"?

Me:"Ijustwannasleep"

Him:"you'llbefine...right"?

Me:"andiguliNtando,canyoujuststopstressing

okay"?

Wathula,Ilaymyheadontheheadrestndacimela



feelingguilty...Ireallydidn'tmeantoscoldathim.

Hestartedtheignitionwaqhuba

Me:"ndicel'uxolobabe,Ijust.."

Him:"itscoolIunderstand,aw'funiMilkshakebefore

weheadhome"?

Me:"ifnaweuyay'funathenakhoproblem"

Him:"youknowzintozakhoezonje"

Me:"haikewecangohome"

HedrovetoSteers,boughttwoChoc'Milkshakes

sagoduka.Iwenttolayinbedleavinghimtoputthe

shakesinthefridge,hecametojoinme...butwahlala

ezantsikwenyawoandmassagedonefoot

Me:"babe"

Him:"hm"

Me:"nd'celauzengapha"



Heleftmyfeetandcametotheuppersideofthe

bed,saidheshouldremovehisjacketandlieonhis

back,ashedidsoIremovedthetracktopandthenI

gotontopofhim...mybodyrelaxedonhisasIclosed

myeyes,blockinganyimagesofthepastfewweeks.

Ijustneededtofeelprotected,mybodyontopofhis

seemedtogivemejustthat.OratleastIthoughtit

did

Me:"andik'sindi"?

Him:"hm.mh,aw'funiokombatha"?

Ipulledashawlandcoveredus,hepulledthecorners

forfullcoverage.Ilaymyheadndakhendacimelafor

aminute,foronceinalongwhileIwasreallyfeeling

protected.Safe.

Me:"Youknow,Iknewyou'dcomeforme.Ididn't

knowwhen,butIknewyouwouldn'trestuntilyou



hadfoundme"

Him:"thehardestpartwasimaginingwhatthey

woulddotoyouasthedayswerejustprolonging"

Me:"itwashardyaz?Uz'gqibelaukwirestaurantwith

yourperfectlittlefamnowsuddenlyyou'relockedup

insomeabandonedhomeorwarehousewithyour

husbandsbabymamas.ButJust...Thinkingofyou

andmysonsgavemefaiththatIwillseeyouguys

again.Ourlovekeptmegoing"

AgainIwascrying...

Me:"and...Iheardwhatyousaidwhentheywanted

ransomforChuma.Thankyou"

Him:"ssh,letsrest"

Me:"IloveyouNtando"

Hekissedthecrownofmyheadandwhisperedan"I

loveyouevenmore"ndalala.Thatinjectionwas



surelyworking.

...

Iwokeupfeelingreallyhugry,itwaslikeamathumbu

amaretiedinaknot.Iliftedmyhead,hewasalso

sleeping...deeply.Ifiguredhealsoneededthisrest,I

doubtebelalaokondemnkayosoIslowlygotoffthe

bedandwenttothebathroomndaphumaesaleleI

wenttothekitchenandlookedforfood,therewasn't

anysoItookmyshakeanddrankhalfgqiba

ndapheka.Xand'phekathelastpothecamedown,I

felthishandsonmywaistandhislipsonmyneck

Him:"whydidn'tyouwakemeup"?

Me:"usukewalalakamnandinawe"

Him:"thedoctorsaidyoushouldrest"

Me:"Iwashungrynjena"

Hekissedmycheekbeforelettinggoandtakinghis



ownmilkshakefromthefridgethewahlalaandjust

watchedme.

Him:"Titushasbeencallingyou"

Me:"whichone"?

Him:"Lwandiso"

Me:"inobauyand'khumbula,zangekwagqithaixesha

elingakasingathethi"

Him:"he'sback"

Iturnedndamjonga,thoughtndimverongo

Me:"what"?

Him:"Sosoisback"

:o

...oh-kay.
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ThisSosothingbeingbackinthecountrywasn't

sittingwellwithmeatall.Whynow?Iknowheloves

mebuthewouldn'tcomebackallthewayfrom

PortugalbecausemaybeheheardofwhatI'vebeen

through.Uzobeevengabanikhona?IknowNtando

wouldn'ttellhimanythingthough.WellIdidn'tthink

hewould.Maybehecamebackforsomethingmore

important,familymaybe.

Him:"baby"?

Me:"hm"

Him:"you'reawfullyquiet"

Me:"I'mjustthinking"

IdishedupforthetwoofusinoneplatethenIput

thefoodinfrontofhim

Me:"masitye"



Hetooktwospoonfullswayekaandjustlookedat

me

Him:"ucingalentondigqiboy'thethakaTitus"?

Me:"yeah...I'mjustwonderingwhyhecamebackso

soon"

Him:"ooh"

Heknowswhy.

IcouldhearitinhisvoicebutIwasn'tgonnastart

askingquestionswhichwouldbrewanargument

andeventuallypickafightrightnowsoIjust

continuedeating,hedidtoosincokolanjee.Whenwe

weredoneIwashedtheplateandwenttosit

elounge,hefollowedwahlalarightnexttome.Ilay

onmybackwithmyheadonhislapandmyfeeton

theendarmrest



Me:"yazbendikukhumbulanyhanibabe,aw'naidea

wena"

Hesmiled,bentdownandkissedmynose-bridge

Me:"TherewasapointwhereIevenmissedyour

voice,scent,hands,arms...uyaw'zeundixelelelento

wand'tyisayonawenaserious"

Him:"ndakutyisaorwenawatyisamnababe"?

Iliftedmyheadandkissedlips

Him:"youknowI'mhappythatyou'rehome,Ijust

don'tknowhowtoexplainittoyou"

Me:"hearingyousayitisenoughexplaination"

Him:"I...And'yaz'ingas'kendinifihlephi

nonke,somewhereIknownizobasafeevenif

andikho"

Me:"isthatwhyungand'phendulingokubend'buza

ngogoduka"?



Him:"yeah"

Me:"butndisafeeBhayi,andIneedtogetstartedon

mybusinessventures"

Him:"babythere'llalwaysbetimetodothatbutwe

can'tbuylosttime...rightnowIwannatakecareof

youasIpromisedIwouldwhenImarriedyou"

Me:"you'ved-"

Him:"youdon'tknowwhatahusbandgoesthrough

whenheknowshiswifeisatthemercyofthe

perpetrator...please,justthisonceletmetakecareof

youndixole"

Ntandodoesn'tspeaklikethisundernormal

circumstances.Utheningokuwathethakabuhlungu

ndaz'bonasend'lilaeven

Him:"atsomepointIfeltweakyouknow,untilI

rememberedtherisksyou'vetakenforme"



Iwasn'tsureofwhattosay...Ijusttouchedhis

masculineface,itpainedmewhenitdawnedtome

thatebengatyinotya,hehadlostweight:/

Him:"Iloveyou.Youalone.Idon'tbelieveukhona

omnyeumntuendinozendimthandethewayIlove

you,thesepastfewweeksconfirmedthatandinabo

nyhan'ubomixaungekhocalenikwammamzangwa"

Me:"thismeansalottome...I'veneverheardnor

seenyousovulnerablebaby.I'msorryyouhadtogo

throughthattoo...butinawayIamgratefulthis

happenedbecauseithasbroughtusmuchcloser"

Him:"sond'celauhlaleaphajustuntilndibesureyou

canbesafealone,youknowakhontouzayidinga"

Me:"soI'mallowedbanditefethroughoutmystay

here"?

Him:"anythingyouwant,youwillget.Aslongasitis

notsomeoneshead"

Me:"Ndiyak'thandakodwashame"

Him:"ndiyak'thandanam"



Isatup,flungmyarmsaroundhisneckandhugged

himastightasakidwouldhugateddie.Hetickled

metogetoffhimjustthen:/...Hisphonerang,he

heldmebythewaistwasabela

Him:"Polo"

Marc:"Bossman,hoezit"

Him:"goedenjy"

Marc:"lekker,howismysister"?

Him:"she'srecoveringprettyfastmynigga"

Marc:"that'sgood,plstellherLiziscomingtoseeher

wetriedcallingherphonewithoutsuccess"

Him:"alright"

Marc:"shot"

Hehungupencumile:/creepy



Me:"andthatsmile"?

Him:"Eliz'beeiscominghere"

Me:"Godno"

Wand'hlekaandgotupwabuyaneeOreobiscuits

Me:"kuthwauzothinibabeuLizardapha"

Him:"uzok'bonatchin"

Me:"yhu"

Him:"beniceokay,shealsoneedsafriend."

Me:"youmakethatsoundserious...tooserious"

Him:"shehasn'tbeenherselflately,uzambonanawe

babemaan"

Me:"IguessMarcisstillcheatingonherthen"

Helookedatmequizzically...



Me:"shetoldmesometimeago"

Him:"mmh,Ijusthopeyoudon'tgiveherahardtime.

Shereallyneedsafriend"

Ndamjonga:/

Me:"youknowwhohe'scheatingwith,don'tyou"?

Thentherewasaknock...waphakamawayovula.

Camebackwithher

Me:"whatthef-"

ThenIsawNtando'seyeswarningmenottofinish

thatsentenceIbitmytongue..

Me:"ahem,heyLiz"

Her:"hey"

Wehuggedwahlalaphantsi,IfollowedsuitNtando



leftus.JongaIcouldn'tbelievemyeyes,Elizabeth

wasn'tElizabethman.Shelookedlikeagrownass

woman,waaaaayolderthanherownage.

Me:"uhm,wantadrink"?

Her:"yesplease"

IwenttothekitchenndamgalelelaItookabottleof

water

Her:"thanks...sohowareyou"?

Me:"I'mgood,you"?

Her:"samehere"

Me:"whathappenedtoyou?Whyareyoudressed

likethis"?

Wathula



Me:"Liz"

Her:"plsTee,Ijustcameheretocheckonyou"

Me:"dressedlikethis?Whathappenedtoyou?"

Ateartrickleddownhercheekwayosulaasquickas

shecould

Me:"don'ttellmeyou'reneglectingyourselfbecause

ofmybrother"

Her:"what'sthepointthough"?

Me:"heee!Honey,atthisrateIdon'tblamehim.Look

atyourself,whichmanwouldwanttopickyououtof

acrowdandshowoff"?

Her:"Idon'tcareanymore"

Me:"thenwhyareyoustillwithhimifyoudon'tcare"?

Shetookherdrinkwasala



Her:"hegavemehiscardsaidweshouldgoout,if

you'reupforit"

Ndakhendamjonga

Ncncnc....Howdoyouneglectyourselfkanjemaan?

Justbecauseamanfoundfreshpussynaweusose

uz'yekelelakengoku?Iseriouslydidn'tblameMarc

shame,shewasamessbutmyworrywasthatshe

wasstillinlovewithhimeventhoughhewas

deliberatelyhurtingheremotionally.Howdoesa

youngsophisticatedmotherofonedressin

flipflops,jeansandanoversizedfloralchiffonblouse

sogqibaayeontheothersideoftown?Nomakeup?

HairismessyAF!Chippednails?Mnk!

Her:"didyouhearwhatIsaid"?

Me:"yeah...uhm,sure"

Her:"great,wecantakemycar"

Me:"okaylemmegoandtellmyhusbandupstairs.'ll

berightback"



Her:"cool"

Iwenttomybedroom,Ntandowaslyingupside

downonhisback,feetupagainstthewallbusyon

histab,Iwalkedinandsatnexttohim

Him:"she'sgonealready"?

Me:"nouhm,we'regoingout"

Him:"that'sagoodstart"

Me:"Idon'treallywannagobutand'funiibengathi

ndimphakamele"

Him:"itwilldoyougood"

Me:"trustme,sheneedsitmorethanme.Yhu

angakhalanomamakhexaenombonaenje"

Helaughed,Itookoutmysneakersezi

bendizithengelweandafunauzinxibakwa

gqirha,woresecretsocknazothenIwenttokisshim

wand'nikaicardlakhe



Me:"we'reusingMarc's"

Him:"takeit,justincaseulidinge...andyourphoneis

inthecharger"

Me:"ohthankyou,ImightjustcallSosoxasisetown"

Him:"havefun"

Me:"Isthatevenpossiblenalomntundihambanaye

nababe"?

Itookmyphonendahambanecardlakhe,gotdown

saphumanoLizsayaeV&Atoldherwehad

shoppingtodondamqalakwilingerieshop,Ialso

pickedacoupleofitemssinceimpahlazamzonke

ziseBhayi,whenweleftthelingerieboutiquendamsa

kwaLegit,IdentityandTheFix...thenIremembered

tocallSosowhileLizwasinthefittingroom...:

Him:"taBeast"

Me:"heybheyibhi"



Him:"he-waitwhat?!Tee?Uphi?Howareyou?Gosh

andsadwabi.MfethuImissyou"

Me:"ndilaphaeTown,feelingbetterandImissyou

evenmoreuph'wena"

Him:"ndseflattini,areyouintownePEorhere

eKapa"?

Me:"Kapababe"

Him:"yhund'yeza.I'llcallyouagain"

Me:"oh-"

Hehadhungupalready.

Me:"-kay".

Ipickedezamimpahlaandcalledmyhusband:pI

wantedenyeitakkiethatIsawsidlulakwaTotal

Sport



Him:"babe"

Me:"heybabe,ithin'limityamkanene"?

Him:"ayikhobabe"

Me"usurelove"

Him:"100%"

Me:"ndiyak'thandavha"

Him:"loveyoutoo,ungalilibalixeshalemedication

neh"

Me:"Iwon't"

Him:"ayt'njoyyourself"

Me:"sure"

OphumakwethukwaTheFixwewenttoEdgarsfor

perfumesandcosmeticsItookHeatbyBeyoncécoz

lobend'sandomthengaawukhoapha(perfumeyam

yasebusuku)thenIboughtcosmeticscoztoiletries

ndinazo...InoticedLizwasjustwatchingme



Me:"whyareyounotbuyinganything"?

Her:"makeupisexpensiveTee,Icanbuyitcheaper

somewhereelse"

Me:"didmybrothergiveyoualimit"?

Her:"nobu-"

Me:"thenyouarebuyingmakeuphere,westillhave

togotothespaandhairsalonsoyoubetterloosen

up,ndincedananawehere"

Shereluctantlystartedpickingupitems,ndamshiya

forafewminutesndabuyaethathenendingakhange

ndiz'thathe.Wewenttopay,thenIwenttobuymy

takkiesayakwispaforfullbody

massages,reflexiology,facialsandnails

Me:"you'repayingforthiskeLiz"

Her:"itsyourbrothersmoney,whatcanIsay"?

Good.



Wemovedtoahairsalonndam'yekawangenak'qala

kantithatwasthelastvacantseat.Itoldthe

hairdressertoputonhairrelaxergqikwam

ndayomkhangelelaiweavekwelinyeicalandabuya

nayo

Her:"ohmyGod,thatlookssobeautifulTee"

Me:"I'mgladyoulikeit,itsforyou"

Her:"forwho?Idon'thavethatkindamoney"

Me:"butyourboyfrienddoes"

Her:"nonono,Ican'tI'msorry.Marcuswillfreakout

whenIgethomeTeepls"

Ijustgavetheladywhowasdoingherhairezanwele

bendiz'phethendayokwenziwaezam.Ndithendisa

dry'werndevakuphikiswanandazobizwaIwentto

herside

HD:"yourfrienddoesn'twannaputontheweave"



Liz:"Trinalookatmyhair,myhairisfinethewayitis.

Idon'tneedthisandbesides,Idon'twantMarcuson

mycaseaboutmisusinghismoney"

Ihaveneverseenumntuomuncunjengalentombiin

mylife:/wellexceptmyhusbandduringtheChloe

sagabutthatdoesn'tcounthere.Ipulledher

aside,rememberingthatNtandosaidIshouldn'tbe

hardonherbutalsorememberingthatnoMarc

wakhewathimand'thethenayeloLizardwakhe

Me:"youneedtopullyourselftogetherokay?Marcus

gaveyouthatflippencardonpurpose,nowuseit.Do

youthinkhelikesseeingyoulikethis?Dirtyand

trampy?Huh?Doyouthinkhelikescheatingonyou?

Cummonmanfixyourself!Kuthen'uphalelenje

Elizabeth?Ifyoudon'tstopactinglikethisyouwill

loosehimtosometrampwhowon'ttakeevena

secondofhesitationtospendthismoneyinthis

cardontripsacrosstheglobeubeumuncuapha

wenasurvivingongovernmentmoneyyakwa



CorrectionalServices,openyourdamneyesandtake

yourstandorbeaflippenlizardandlooseyourman.

Yourchoice"

Ileftherndayokwenzaeyamintlokongemali

yomyeniwam.Tchini!
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Tchin!

UnjankantiuElizabeth?Iputon16"blackBrazilian

withclosurendaphumaegqibileukwenziwanaye.

Me:"nowyouhavetochange,pickanoutfitandgo

changeinthebathroom"

Her:"arewenotgoinghomenow"?

Me:"we'restilltograbasnackwithSoso,andhecan

bemeansodoyourselfafavor"

Sosocalled...



Me:"mtase"

Him:"hey,undaw'ni"?

Me:"s'lindekwaSpursiyeza"

Him:"uzanabani"?

Me:"Elizabeth"

Him:"asinLizard?Sincewhenaretwoyoubesties"?

Me:"we'renot,butwecantalkaboutthatlater"

Him:"okay,nikhaw'lezeke"

Me:"sharp"

IhungupandLizcameout:Dshewasn'tover

dressedasIthoughtshewouldbe.Shenervously

stoodtherewaitingformyapprovalinrippedfaded

skinnybluejeans,whitecottoncroppedtopandblue-

whitehightopsneakers.

Me:"wow"!



Her:"Ilookbetter"?

Me:"ohmywordyoulookgreat,doyouknowashop

wherewecanbuyconfidence"?

Shelaughed...blushedeven

Me:"youlookgorgeous.Nowchinup,andletsgoto

meetSoso"

Her:"yesma'am"

WewalkedtoSpur,Sososawusfirstwaphakama,we

walkedtoeachotherandhugged.Thehugwas

intense.ThenbrieflyhuggedLizaswesatdown

Him:"you'velostsomewaitkodwamtase,unjani"?

Me:"I'mokay...youlookgood"

Him:"amIsupposedtosaythankyou"?

Me:"Idon'treallycare,but,whatIdocareaboutis



whatareyoudoinghere"?

Him:"yousaidwe'dmeethere"

Me:"LwandisowhatareyoudoinginSouthAfrica?

WhathappenedtoyoubeingPortugalfortwoto

threeyears"?

Him:"howareyouLiz?Youlookgreatbytheway"

Oh?

Her:"I'mgoodSosothanks"

Him:"good...sowhatarewehaving"?

IlookedatSoso.

Sohe'sreallygonnabrushmeoff?Justlikethathuh?

Mh.

Her:"I'mnotreallyhungry,IthinkI'lljusttakeonion

ringsandchocolatemilkshake"

Me:"areyoupregnant"?

Her:"what?No"



Me:"onionsandmilkshake?Areyousure"?

Her:"they'refriedonionsTee,andbesides,they

almosttastelikemeat"

Me:"yetthey'restillonions.Mh,Ijustwantsoda"

Him:"eshe,anisadikiareyouguysonadiet"?

Me:"nowe'veeatenalready"

Him:"oh"

Wemadeourorderszafikasatya,Aswemade

conversationSosoliterallyavoidedthePortugal

topicsoIletitslide....okwangokucozIwasso

gonnafindoutnobakunini.

Akhangekubekudalamossihleliphajusthavinga

generalconversationwhenMarcusSmithwalkedin

withidarkbeauty,thatwomanhascurvesfordays

andshewaswaymorebeautifulthanLiz.Like

waaaaaymore.Sheworeaminidressandplatform

heelsmakingherreachuptoMarc'sbroadshoulder

astheywalkedbesideeachother.Sososawthem

firstwand'jongaezothethabutIshookmyheadwe



continuedasifnothinghappenedthenIsuggested

weleavecozkwindawoebebehlelikuyoitwouldbe

easyforLiztospotthem...

Xasizodlulakubokubasizophuma,Marcgotup

esabelaiphonetheireyesmetwakhamisaand

lookedfromLiztomeforafewsecondsthenhe

hungupkwalophone

Him:"Liz...youlook...stunning"

Her:"thankstoyoursister"

Me:"shemeansthankyou"

Him:"wow...babeflipman.I'mspeechless"

YaphakamasanaintombikaPhaloyasijongasonke

thentugherarmunderMarc'swhowasnow

uncomfortable

Her:"babe,iseverythingokay"?

Me:"babe"?



Marc:"Linda,canyougiveusaminute,pls"?

Her:"okaylove,I'llordersolong"

Shewentbacktoherseat,Ifoldedmyarmsacross

mychestandlookedatMarcwaitingforan

explaination.

Soso:"babelemmecallyouagainnobakungomso

man"

Me:"ohyou'releavingalready"?

Soso:"ndileqauLindoshejusttextedmtase,aw'kazo

hambaaphamos"?

Me:"ha.a.We'lltalk"

Soso:"sharp,shotaMarc...byeLiz"

Her:"cheers"

ThenthefocusretunedtoMarcus



Him:"Iwon'tevenask,Icanseeyouguyshadfun"

Her:"yeah,youcanhaveyourcardbackthankyou"

Him:"nokeepitandmaybebuysomethingfor

Boobootoo"

Her:"areyousure?Imean,I'vewastedenoughofyour

moneyalready"

Him:"cummonbabydon'tbelikethat"

Wanyabanalowancumancumeza,ndiqond'ba

uyandicaphukisakwayenaingas'kendimvuthulule

ngempamautheniwangathibamtyelaiyezana?

Me:"whoisshe"?

Him:"she?Ohthat'sLinda"

Me:"Iheardthatalready,whoisshetoyou"?

Him:"whaowait,Tee,youdounderstandthatIdon't

havetoexplainmyselftoyouright"?

Me:"wellexplainyourselftoLiz"



Him:"okaylemmemakemyselfclearlilsis,Idon't

havetoexplainmyselftoanyone.I'magrownman

incasewemissedthatpart"

Lindacameupagain...

Her:"babeyourfoodisgettingcold"

Him:"I'mco-"

Me:"Linda,right"?

Her:"andwhoareyou"?

Me:"pardonme,wherearemymanners?I'mMarc's

youngersister,Trinalique.Andthisishiswife,the

motherofhisson,Imeanheir,Elizabeth"

Him:"wife"?

Linda:"youhaveawife"?

EvenLizwasshocked...



Me:"hedidn'ttellyou"?

Linda:"no...and...you'rehissister?How?Youdon't

looklikeawhiteperson"

Me:"mmhsweetynooffenceintendedbutthat's

noneofyourbusiness.Anyway,havefunwithyour

bae...westillhavemoreshoppingtodo.ComeLiz"

Liztookthecardwalifakainhisshirtpocket

Wanyoshozanayerightbehindme,Marcusjust

lookedatmeinawewathulahewastonguecut.We

reachedtheparkinglotandpackedourbagsinher

bootinsilence

Her:"lemmedropyouoffathome"

Me:"youokay"?

Her:"yeah"

Inodandgotinthecar,shedrovemehomendohlika

nebagszam,huggedherndangenaendlini.



Me:"baby"?

Him:"kitchen"

Iputthebagsonthecouch,removedthetakkiesand

walkedtohimwearingmysocks:Dthingskidsdo.

Hewaswearingharempantsandavest,

barefoot...cooking.Ihuggedhimfrombehind,kissed

hisneckndasukaandsatonthekitchencounter

withmylegscrossed

Him:"mmhaw'semhlemamakhe.Howwasshopping

withyourskwiza"?

Me:"notasbadasIthought,guessshejustneededa

lilpushtotherightdirection"

Him:"mmkay,didyoumeetwithTitus"?

Me:"yep...rightbeforewebumpedontoMarcandhis

otherchick"



Heturnedandlookedme...Noemotionwhatsoever!

Atleastshockwoulddoyouknow?:/

Him:"wanjan'uLiz"?

Me:"Idon'treallyknowyaz,shedidn'tsaymuch"

Him:"hm"

Me:"whatareyoucooking"?

Him:"papandstew"

Me:"mmh"

Hestirredhispotwithawoodenspoonandgaveme

totaste

Me:"mmh,thistastesdelishbabe"

Him:"gladyouapprove"

Me:"youknowIcould'vejustcookedforyou"

Him:"wantedtospoilyou,onenightwon'thurtthen

youcancookeverydayforyourhusband"



Me:"mmh"

Heloweredthestovesandcametostandinfrontof

me,openingmylegssohestoodbetweenthem.

Automaticallymyarmswentaroundhisneck,his

aroundmywaist

Him:"I'vebeenthinking..."

Me:"boutwhat"?

Him:"you"

Me:"mmhthatsnice,whichpartofmeexactly"?

Him:"hayhaybaby,keepaclearmind"

Me:"babewhatamIsupposedtothinkorsaywhen

you,myhusband,sayyou'vebeenthinkingaboutme"?

Him:"babeyou'renaughty"

Me:"learntfromthebest"

Ikissedhim,slowlyandseductivelythenstopped



andsmiledathim

Me:"youweresaying"?

Him:"ohyah,youknowhavingstudiedlawyouonly

workbybeinghiredoropeningyourownfirm,right"?

Me:"right"

Him:"soseeingthatIdon'twantyoutoworkfora

man,whatdoyousuggestwedo"?

Me:"soletmegetthisstraight,youwantmetowork

forawoman"?

Him:"man,womank'yafananjekum.Ijustdon'twant

youtoslaveforamerehumanwhereasyoucouldbe

yourownboss"

Me:"wellasyouknowbesendiy'fumeneibuildingto

startabusinessofmyown"

Him:"thebuildingistoobigforoneoperationyou

know,sowhatkindofbusinessesdidyouhavein

mind"?

Me:"internetcafé,boutiqueandanAfricancuisine-



likerestaurant"

Him:"okay,nowthat'sinteresting.Canyoupullitoff"?

Me:"Ithinkso,Ijustneedtotakeacourseof

businessmanagementndiqalengecafécozitwill

drawpeople.Thentherestaurant"

Him:"oncethosetwoareupandrunningyouwill

havetogobacktovarsity"

Me:"tolearndesigningfortheboutiqueyes"

Him:"analternativenjexauqalaonthatventureis

importedclothes"

Me:"yes,thatwillrequiretraveling,eventherestaurant

willtoo"

Him:"mmkay,butfirstweshouldgotoPEnextweek

toseewhatwecanstartupwith"

Me:"butIthoughtyousaidndizohlalaaphafora

while"

Him:"asizohlalaeBhayi,we'regoingonabusiness

tripwhenwe'redonewe'llcomebacktogether"

Me:"yessir"



Hekissedme,bitingmybottomlip

Me:"z'yatshaiimbiza"

Him:"yho"

Heturnedoffthestoves,Igotoffthecounterand

wenttotakemyshoppingbagsupstairs.Ireturned

tohimbuthewasnolongerinthekitchen,hewas

nowinthelounge.Ijoinedhimonthecouch,mylegs

onhislap

Me:"where'smysecondphone"?

Him:"Isendlini"

Me:"PE"?

Him:"yeah...Imeanttotellyou,usisFatsisnowin

EastLondonhelpingumakhulu"

Me:"that'sagoodthing,Iwasworried'bouther



financially"

Him:"Ikindaguessedthat...So,whatshallwedowith

ourselves"?

Me:"whatdoyouhaveinmind"?

Him:"babyIdon'tthinkyouwannaknowwhat'son

mymind"

Me:"mmhnamyaz'...but,Icouldhearjustalittlebit"

Hecamecloseandkissedmycheekonce,thenagain

butabitlower,thethirdkisslandedonmyneck

Me:"oooh...Isee,but,thatwillhavetowait"

Hekissedthechin,Igiggled

Me:"baaabbby"!

Him:"why"?

Anotherkissonmydimple



Me:"because..."Islowlypushedhimbackandgotup

ndamjongawiththemostlovingsmile

Me:"youhavetoteachyourselfhowtoask,contain

yourselfandwait.I'llbeback"

Him:"hah!Babe..."

Me:"loveyoutoo"

Iwentupstairsandranmyselfabubble

bath,returneddownstairsandwenttolookforwine

inthefridgebuttherewasn'tanysoIwenttohim

andstoodattheentranceleaning

Me:"baby,aw'nawine"?

Him:"ayikhoefridge"?

Me:"ha.a"



Hegotupandwenttothecellar,Iwaitedforhimto

comeback..hereturnedwithtwobottles

Him:"red"?

Me:"please"

Hepouredmeaglasswand'nikaImadewayupthe

staircase

Him:"wan'tcompany"?

Me:"nope,youcandishupsolong"

Him:"that'snotfair"

Me:"lifeaintfairhoney"

Ireachedtheroom,undressedandwenttosoak

myselfinthosebubbleswithmyredwine.Idrank

halfandclosedmyeyes,myhandstouchingthe

mostsensitiveareasinmybody.I'vebeenindraught



forwhatamonthormore,countingthemonths

beforemyhusbandreturnedhomeandthatwas

beforeIwaskidnapped.Mynippleshadhardened...

Idrewinthescentcirculatingtheroomwithmy

nostrils,itreacheddeeperplaces..God!
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Itookanothersipofthewineandplayedwithitin

mymouth,rollingitoveraroundmytonguefora

coupleofminutesbeforeswallowing.Ilatheredmy

skinwiththefoamywater,twistingandpinchingat

bothmynipplesatthesametime.Thesensation

thatbuiltupisunexplainable,Iletonehandslide

downmyleanfrontstraightbetweenmythighs.For

asecondIkeptmyeyesclosedandheldmy

breath,themiddlefingerwentinfirstrubbingovermy

moundupanddown.Theindexfingerfollowed

openingitupwhilerubbing,thepleasurebeanwas

hardning,mybreathshorteningandthepacegoing

fastereachseconduntilIcouldn'tcomposemyself

anymore.Ireleasedthepleasurejuiceswithasoft



moanndakhendaphefumla,Idownedmywineand

cameoutofthewater,draineditandcleanedthe

bathndaphuma.Ilotioned,putontheexoticHeat

perfumetosetthemoodrightthenIremovedatag

fromonelingeriesetandworeit,Ihadalsobought

fluffycuffsforalittleplay,butIknowmyhusband

willneverfreelyagreetobecuffednje.Thelingerie

cuppedmyboobiesnicely,makingasexy

cleavage;thealllacedplummatchingunderwearhad

aVcutoutjustabovethecrackofmybuttmakingit

evensexier,IworehisgownoverallofthisandthenI

wenttojoinhimdownstairsfordinner.

Hehaddishedupinoneplateyetagain,Iguesssiya

siy'qhelalentoyotyakunye.Isatcrosshimandtook

myspoon,mylegsslightlypartedndatya,hewas

watchingmeorjustgawkingatme:/

Me:"what'supwithyou"?

Him:"mmhyourperfume.."

Me:"youhateit"?



Him:"no...its...sexy"

Me:"wellthankyou,nowletseat"

Hetookaspoon,tookaboutthreethenstopped

Him:"khaw'zohlalangaphababyman"

Me:"I'mokayrightherethankyou"

Him:"pls"

Me:"babeityaornd'zakutyelamna"

Hegotupandcametositnexttome,hetookno

morethantwospoonsndambonasend'bamba

bambaevenplayingwithmyhair

Me:"Ntandouhluthi"?

Him:"no"

Me:"thenwhyareyounoteating"?



Him:"butbabyhowamIsupposedtoeatxa

und'vimba"?

Me:"ndikuvimbanjaniwhenyourfoodisrightinfront

ofyou"?

Hewatchedmeeat,watchedmewithlowered

eyes,hahadamnitlendoda!Ismiled,bitmylip...he

swallowed:v

Me:"wannafeedme"?

Him:"I'dloveto"

Iputmyspoondownandwaitedforhimtofeed

me,hecamecloserourthighstouchingthenfedme

threespoonswayeka.AfterIswallowedIwaitedto

befedagainwas'kewand'phuza.

Icouldn'tpushhimawayrightnowbutIwantedhim

tobegforitcozIcouldseehowbadlyhewantedit

hecouldn'tevenhideit,toaddonthatarousal...the

atmospherewasalreadythickandheavyaroundus.



HepulledmetowardshislapsoIsatsideways,we

continuedkissingashegotup,pickedmeupandlay

meonthecouchcomfortably...hecontinuedwiththe

kisses,seductivekisses,Iremovedhisvestand

threwitaside.Heunwrappedthegownand

stopped,Isawanaughtylookinhiseyesand

immediatelyslippedawayfromunderhislegs

ndemaecalenikwakhewithmyhandsonthehips

Him:"b..b..baby"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"uyaphingoku"?

Me:"Ineedsomethingsweet...Doyouperhapshave

berries"?

Helookedatmeindisbeliefandabitof

disappointment,tomysatisfactory.

Me:"mmkay,mandiz'khangelele"



Icatwalkedmywaytothekitchen,wenttothefridge

andsearchedforcreamfirst.Foundwhippedcream

anduntouchedpunnetofstrawberries,xand'jikahe

wasrightbehindme.Iwalkeduptohim,kissedhis

lipslightlybrushingandbreathinguntothemand

thensteppedawayjustintimebeforehecouldgrab

mywaistndamshiyaaphotakingmytimewalkingup

thestairs

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"hm"

Him:"Babeuyaphi"?

Me:"nd'yolala,itsbeenalongdayandI'mtired"

Him:"haybabywhataboutme"?

Istoppedatthetopstair,turnedndamjongawitha

half-bittenstrawberryinmymouth

Me:"hm?Whataboutyou?Awuzolalakantiwena



baby"?

Him:"ndizolalanjanibabeuZ'khaliehleli"?

Ifakedaconfusedlook,hepulleddownhispants

exposinghisfullhard-on.Ismilednaughtily,cocking

myheadtothesideasIslowlyfinishedmy

strawberry

Me:"makehimsleepandcometobed"

Him:"Luu..."

Iturnedandwalkedtoourroom,removedmyshoes

andlayonmybackonthecoverswaitingforhimto

comein...Itwasonly5minutesprox

wangena,ungenakanyexandiphindandinxhuzai

strawberrykwicream

Me:"babeIneedafavour.Ortwo"

Him:"anything"



Me:"nd'celaifootrub"

Him:"secondfavour"?

Me:"Ineedyoutobemyguineapig,justforafew

minutes"

Him:"sure"

Hewalkedovertomyalreadyapartlegs,tookone

footuptohislapandbegantorubinsilence.

Me:"wantaberry"?

Heshookhisheadejongephantsi,IknewIgothim

nyhani.Heknowshe'smyweaknessbuttodayIhave

beenabletoresisthischarmandthatmustbehard

forhimtotakein.Helookedupandsmiled,itmust

haveclickedtohimthatIwastrynamakehimsuffer

Him:"Ilikeyourlingerie"



Me:"Iboughtitwithyouinmind"

Him:"Ihopetohelpyoutakeitoff,thewayitstoo

tightitmightbehardto"

Me:"mmh,sobona"

Hetookanotherfootandmassagedit...whenhewas

doneIwaitedandwatchedhimveryclosely

Him:"favournumbertwo"

Me:"yeah,plscomethisside.Andliedownonyour

back"

Him:"oh-kay"

Imovedsohecouldliedowninthemiddle,helay

uncomfortablyonhisback

Me:"yibacomfortablekaloklove"

Him:"whyexactlyamIdoinglyingherekanene"?



Isatonhim,mylegsonbothsides,Ikissedhimwhile

spreadinghisarmtoreachonecornerofthe

bedpostthenItookthecuffsfromunderthepillow

andcuffedhimengacingelangawothukawand'jonga.

Justtheshockanduncertainityinhiseyesturned

meon

Him:"iscuffingpartofthefavour"?

Me:"relax,you'llenjoyit"

Isliddownanstoppedathisknees,tookmyberries

andcreamplantedemalloverhisbroadmuscled

torso.TakingmytimeIlickedeachoneoffhisbody

andchewuntilthreewereleft,Ipickedoneup

ngomlomoandgaveittohim.Mouthtomouth.He

obligedbutwantedtogoforakissImoved

away,pickedanotheroneupndamphindaandagainI

gotawaywithoutkissinghim.Cabaundimincelaqha

uz'xelelebaakazothetha,whenItookthelastberry

andfedhimmouthtomouthhebitmylip,sucking



meinandhisfreehandheldmefirmlyclosetohis

halfnakedbodyIcouldfeelhiserection

Me:"mmh'aby"

Hestoppedsajongana,hiseyeballsredokomntuo

high!

Him:"khayekeezigamesbabeandhelpaniggaout"

Me:"patienceisavirtuebabeandanygoodnigga

shouldhavethatattribute"

Igotup,wenttothebluetoothspeakernexttoour

bedroomentertainmentsystem,turnedtoBeyoncé's

albumonmyphonetoplayviathespeakerandthe

firstsongitplayedwas"Danceforyou"

Me:"babysitup,putapillowforsupportandwatch

yourbaedanceforyou"



Hesatup,onehandstilltiedwatsalaumqamelowith

thefreehandndalacreamwandbukelaasIdanced

forhim.

Igotonthebedandgrindedonhiscrotch,hishand

touchedmyassIremovedit

Me:"notouching"

Icontinuedwithmydirtydancing,plantingakissnow

andthenonhischest,adamsappleandneck.I

lookedstraightintohiseyesasIslowlyunclasped

mybra,slowlytookitoffandthrewitaside.Ifeltu

Z'khalirisinguptoattentioncozIsatonhisterritory

whichmadeitpossibleformetofeelevery

movement.Icuppedmyboobsandgavehimthe

puppylook

Me:"wouldyouliketouhm...Lick'em"?



Henod

Iwentforwardandslippedanippleinhislipsand

closedmyeyesasIenjoyedthesensation.He

startedoffbyrollingthenipplearoundhis

tongue,theminutehestartedsuckingIstarteddry

humpingandgrindingonhim...Ichangedandgave

himtheotherone,IswearIhadawetspotonmy

undiesthewayIwashornyandontopofthatI

enjoyedwatchinghimstrainingtocontainhishunger

andlust.WhenIwassatisfiedIletgooffhim,went

downonhimandremovedhispantsandboxers.

NdajamelananoJojouZ'khaliubuTsolobentonga

ngenkqu...Itouchedit,movedmyhandupand

down,againupanddownthenlickedthetipand

lookedatmyhusband.Igotoffthebedandslowly

removedmyunderwearrevealingaclean,freshly

shavenwetpussy.Ireturnedtothebedbutnotto

hissoldier,Isquattedonhisfaceandlethistongue

dothetalkingandgoddamdidittalk.Hedid

flipbacks...magicsIsay,innotimeIwastheone

panting,screamingbegging.Isliddown,kissedhim

andtastedmyjuices...atthesametimeslidinghis



memberupmypalace.Hefilledevery

corner,curve,edge.IletoutamoanasIsettledon

himwithmyeyesclosedandhandsonhistorso.

Gawd!

IrodetheniggalikeI'mridingabicycle,fasterwith

eachstrideuntilIcamendasukakuyeknowingfully

wellasikagqibi

Him:"Nalique..."

Me:"mh"?

Him:"uyaphingoku"?

Me:"Iamdone"

Hetriedsittingupwand'jongaengath'

angakhala,kantikeaphobend'siyakhona

bend'yokhululalacuff

Him:"hayibabythisisnotfair,khand'jonge.Thisis

cruelpunishment"



Me:"soyouwantmetocontinue"?

Him:"babycummonnow"

Me:"thenasknicely...begforit"

Him:"hauLuthando,whyumenzalentoumyeni

wakho"?

Ntandoandbegging?Never!

Iuncuffedhim,yhoyangath'kudalaend'fungele.He

satontheedgeofthebedwithhisfeettouchingthe

groundthenhegrabbedmywaist,satmeontopof

himwithlegsoneithersideofhisnakedbody

wangenauJojoyangathikudala!

Wefoundarhythmandstucktoit,hisheadbetween

myneckandshoulderslicking,bitingandkissingall

atonce.Nowweembracedourhungerforeach

other,itwasbeyondourcontrol.

Hewentatit,grinding,humping,groaning(with

pleasure)untilthebeastinhimwassatisfied.NowI

wantedmyhusbandtomakelovetome,nowthat



thenaughtyraunchylustandfantasywastakencare

offIneededsomeTLC...Hebegankissingme

tenderlystillinsideme,webeganmovinginunison

nowmymoanswerefilledwithlove.Kudalasayenza

lentobuttonightHegavemehissoulandIgavehim

mine.
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Ilaymybodyonhis,claimingmyspotandtooka

deepbreathdrawinginthesexualaromas.Hisone

handwasonmyass,theotherbrushinghairoutof

myface

Him:"howlonghavewebeentogether?Yettonight

you'veshownmeasideI'veneverseeninyou.Nor

haveIeverthoughtyouhad"

Ismiledtomyself,kissedhimwheremyheadlay

ndathula,satisfiedtoapointofnoreturn.Helifted

mychin,wesharedakissforaminutendambonaba



uncumile

Me:"babegotosleep"

Him:"Ican't...wenaulalanjani"?

Me:"babe'mtired"

Him:"babecummon,justonemore"

Me:"hm.mh"

IfelthiserectionhardeningsoImovedoffhimbut

laymyheadonhisarmfacingtheotherway,healso

turned,seductivelykissingandbitingmynecka

coupleoftimes

Me:"mmhNtando"

Him:"please"

Hiskissesweremakingmewet,IswearIhatedhim

fordoingthistomejustwhenIthoughtIhadwon:'(.



Ifelthishandtouchandsqueezemyboobsending

electricitytomyarousalnerves,Imoaned.Hemoved

closerliftingupmylegandenteredfrom

behind,breathingaslowyetshallowbreathashebit

theearlobemyhandautomaticallywentbehindme

pullinghimcloserbythethigh.

Hegroaned.

Deeply.

HishandsqueezedonemoretimeIgaspedfor

breathasthehandleftmyboobandsliddowntothe

cookiejar.ForasecondIheldmybreathwaitingfor

hisnextmoveandthenwhenIwasslowlyreleasing

mybreathheslippedafingerinIbucked

Me:"Nta-aah"

Hestartedrubbingslowlyashepoundedfrom

behind,Imoanedthrowingmyheadbackashewent

fasteronbothareasandthenstopped.

Me:"babydon'tdothat"



Him:"hm"?

Iwasheavingforbreath:o

Me:"plsdon'tstop"

Hebitmyneckandwentonuntilwebothcame,I

turnedandfacedhimliftingmylegontohis

body,withmyhandIguidedhismemberinand

lookedhimstraightintheeyebitingthecornerofmy

bottomlip;hisentirebodystiffened...hegrabbedmy

asspullingmeclosertohim,Iclungfordearlifeas

wepeakedtogetherandhitanotherwaveof

pleasure.Slowly...

Ourbreathingsteadiedbutwemaintainedour

position,makingiteasierformetokisshim

Me:"you'resocruel"

Him:"thatwaspayback"



Ididn'tbotheraskingwhyIjustclosedmyeyesand

graduallydriftedofftosleeprightinhisarmsbutI

didfeelhiskissonmyforehead

_

Iwokeupfirstthefollowing,worehisvestandwent

downtomakeusbreakfastandCapeTownweather

waspermittingustostayinbedthewholeday:/but

Iknewthatwas80%impossible,hisfriendswillcall

himndisamandelwekuhlalanaye.Imadea

mushroomandpeppersomelette,minicheese

grillers,Jacobsblackcoffeeforhim,Freshpak

rooibosformewithtoast.WhenIwasdoneItook

thetrayupstairsndafikaesalele,Iputthetraydown

nexttohimandplantedakissonhischeekhe

turnedwancumaacreepishsmile,grabbedme

wand'phosaonthebed.Iwaslaughing

uncontrollablyashetickledme,myfeetwereinthe

air,Irolledovertotheothersideofthebedand

landedonthefloor,stilllaughing



Me:"ha.anababemas'yekengoku"

Him:"s'yekile,buya"

Me:"firstpromiseyouwon'ttickleme,amathumbu

amab'hlungu"

Hewasonhiskneesonthebed,helaughedand

shookhishead,Imadeapuppyfacemylegscrossed

andmyhandspullinghisvestngaphambili

Me:"baby"?

Him:"Ipromise"

Iwalkedover,hesatdownonthebedandtookthe

traysatya

Me:"youoverslept,sounlikeyou"

Him:"youfedmewelllastnight,blameyourself"

Me:"haha!Oh?Uyacacaaw'qhelangauthandwa



kanjan"

Hestoppedhalfwayfromdrinkinghiscoffee

wand'jongawahleka

Me:"what?Itstruenje"

Him:"wheredidyoulearnallthosethingsyouwere

doinglastnight"?

Me:"youlike"?

Him:"you'renotansweringthequestion"

Me:"amIsupposedto"?

Helookedatmewatya,youknowIwashappythatI

havemanagedtokeephimsmilingfromthe

momenthewokeupuntilnow.

Me:"sobabydaddy,whatdowedotoday"?

Him:"erhrightnowwhenwe'redonehereIhaveto



attandameetingwithaclientthenIhaveameeting

namajita,otherthanthatwecandowhateveryou

feellike"

Me:"whattimeisyourmeeting,andhowlongwillit

take"?

Him:"anhourprox,eyamajitaand'yazike"

Me:"mmh"

Helookedatmereadingmymind

Him:"wecouldgotogetherkuleyeclientifyouwant"

Me:"ha.ababeyoucango,I'llfindsomethingtodo

whileyou'regone"

Him:"okayIwanttogowithyou"

Me:"babypls,youdon'thavetobabysitme.Gomeet

yourclientubuyeqha"

Him:"oh...Ihadalreadypromisedtheguys

siyadibananamhlanjethough"



Me:"itsfine"

Isulked...

Him:"ifyoudon'twantmetogotothemtheycould

comehere"

Me:"nyhani"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"thenitssettled"

Him:"but...we'llhavetogotogethersothatwecan

buyafewthingswenzeleamajitaafewsnacks"

Me:"uyand'celaneh"?

Hesmilednod

Him:"yes,please"

Me:"alright,eatupsiyovasa"

Him:"uzovasanam"?



Me:"Ineedarecapoflastnightsromancesowhynot

doitunderawarmshower"

Hestoppedeatingandlookedatme,givingmethe

hungrylook

Him:"Ilikehowyourmindworks"

Me:"noweatup"

WeatefinishItookthetraydownleavinhimto

makethebed,Iquicklywashedthedishesandwent

backuptohim,hewasalreadyintheshowersoIjust

undressedandwenttojoinhimandaspromisedwe

relivedthedeedsofthepreviousnight.Whenwe

weredonewegotoutsanxiba,heworeanavy

Chino,whiteshirtandnavysuedeformalshoes.

Jongandakhendemandamjonga...

Heturnedandlookedatmewithhiscologneinhand



Him:"babeyou'restarringatme"

Me:"awusemhle"

Him:"heeehaikengok"

Me:"dude!YoulookhandsomeAF!Maaan"!

Him:"babynxiba"

Me:"Ntandoyou'reformallydressed,withoutanyhelp?

NiggaYoucan'treallyblamemyreactionthough"

Hekissedme...Andmovedaway:'(thecologne!I

heardmyselfwhisperingan"OhGod"helaughed

wagqibezelaunxiba.Icomposedmyselfandgot

dressedinblueskinnyjeans,anoversizedwhitevest

andflopsthenIpulledmyhairbackwardsandneatly

tiedapony...Minimummake-upandglossndagqiba.

Me:"done"

Him:"flops"?

Me:"yep,canwego"?



Him:"ubungasandogxekauElizabethngonxibai

flopskanti"?

Me:"akhocomparisonwhatsoeverke

kodwa,rememberhowshelooked?Nowlookatme.

Seethedifference"?

Him:"pointmademadam,wecango"

Itookmyphoneandfollowedbehindhim...His

muscleskuleshirt:'(Iwantedtoripitoff,s'trubob!I

lockedthehouse,keptthekeyandgotinthecarnext

tohimasIvordroveusout.Wemadeconversation

untilhehadtogetoff,hekissedme,adeeponethen

smiledasheopenedhiswallet

Him:"Here'sthecard"

Me:"whatexactlyamIbuying"?

Him:"anythingyou'regoingtoneedforthesnax"

Me:"kay"

Him:"sharp"



Wekissedagainwohlikaandleft,wedrovetothe

shoppingmallndayothengaezizintothenIvortook

mehome.

Ifirstmarinatedtheporkandchickenwingsforbraai

thenImadefingersnacksandpunch.Marccalled

Me:"bigbro"?

Him:"hey,canIspeaktoLiz"

Me:"speaktoLiz?She'snothere"

Him:"soyou'retellingmeshedidn'tsleepatyour

place"?

Me:"wait,didshesaysheslepthere"?

Him:"noman,shedidn'tcomehomelastnight"

Me:"Idon'tblameher"

Him:"don'tstart.Plsnotnow"

Me:"I'mnotstartingnothing,Ihaveenoughgoingon

inmyownlifetoputmynosewhereitdoesn't



belong"

Him:"ayt,later"

Me:"sharp"

Hehungup,IdialedLiz

Her:"hello"

Me:"hoegaandit"?

Her:"lekkerdankie"

Me:"waarisjy?Joumaansoekjou"

Her:"ekistuismetmymaenmykind,Marchetgister

gebelmaarekwouniemethompraat'ie"

Me:"I'mjustgladyou'resafe"

Her:"I'mabiggirlTee,thankyouforcheckingupon

me"

Me:"ayt"



WellIcontinuedmindingmyownbusiness...thenI

rememberedLwandiso.Icalledhim...

Him:"mtase"

Me:"yousoundpreoccupied"

Him:"justgimmeamoment"

Me:"okay"

Iwaited

Andwaited

Untilhewasdone

Him:"okay,done.Whatsup"?

Me:"I'mhomealonekhazond'buthela"

Him:"ikhonainyama"?

Me:"itneedstobebraaied"

Him:"textmeyouraddressorGPScoordinates"



Me:"Icouldaskmydrivertocomefetchyou"

Him:"ohwow,okay,mandizothathwakemfazi"

Me:"alrightseeyoujustnow"

Him:"sharp"

IcalledIvorandgavehimSoso'saddresswahamba

wayomthatha.Jongalantoyangenanges'gezo

kwasemnyango

Him:"mk,awsengomlunguyintonikangaka"?

Me:"haibowhathaveIdone"?

Him:"youhaveadrivernow?"

Me:"eshereallynow?Khawuyekanenamuyokwenza

umliloqhawena"

Him:"wherewillIfindthebraaistand"?

Me:"attheback,bythepoolside"

Hetooklightersandleft,waphindawabuya



Him:"yourhouseinPEiyayogqithalena"

Me:"bachelorsapartmentlenakaloku"

Him:"yhuha.aishady"

Me:"andbareinmindthatthisisnotafamily

house,mineis"

Him:"yeahwhatever,sowhere'sthemeat"?

Me:"isthefireready"?

Him:"nokalokI'llmarinateissolongwhilewaiting

foramalahle"

Me:"I'vedonethatalready,helpmemakethesesnack

plattersqhawena"

Hewenttowashhishandsthenproceeded...I

waitedforhimtogetbusyndizombuzathesame

questionhedodgedthepreviousday

Me:"soareyoubackforgood"?



Him:"nondiyahambaagainnextweek"

Me:"mmh,youknowyouneverreallytoldmewhyyou

camebackinthefirstplace"

Him:"howmanypeoplewillbeeatingtheseplatters"?

Me:"sojustlikeyesterdayyouwillbrushmeoff?

Again"?

Him:"yhuuuidrama!Sisipleasebreath,okay?Breath"

Hecontinuedwithwhathewasdoingoko

ndimjongile,NtandowalkedinjustasSosowas

goingoutwiththebucketwithpork.Helooked

suspiciouslyatme,cametogivemeakisswaphinda

wajongaemnyango

Him:"didyoutwofight"?

Iignoredhim



Him:"Luthando"?

Me:"hedoesn'twannatellmewhyhecameback"

Sosowalkedbackinezokhangelaisityasokhuphela

inyama

Him:"kengokanizothethangenxayalonto"?

Soso:"ignorehertaBeast,she'llgetoverit"

Me:"oh,soheknowswhyyou'rebackbutyoucan't

tellme?MnaSoso"?

HetookabigTupperwarewaphuma,Ilookedat

Ntando,lookingforanswers.Heswiftlypickedme

up,putmeontheemptyspaceonthe

counter...kissedmylipsandspokeinthesoftestof

alltones

Him:"hehelpedmefindyou,justgivehimtime.Oko

ebengekhoright"



Me:"helpedyou?WhoSoso?How?Butthatdoesn't

makesense"

Him:"rememberyousaidIshouldnever

underestimatehim"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"wellwhentheweekspassedndingakwaz'u

tracerezacallsIdecidedtocallhim,wabuyaasked

helpfromhisdadandthatshowwefoundlandawo

nanikuyo"

Me:"sohecouldn'tjustcallhisdadesePortugal"?

Him:"Hisdaddoesn'tknowbekuncedwathina,he

fabricatedsomestory"

Me:"kengokidrama?ButunjanuSosonababy"?

Him:"putyourselfinhisshoes,utraumatizeduTitus

babe"

Me:"ooh"

Him:"butI'vearrangedforhimtogobacknextweek"

...Ididn'tknowwhattosay.
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Him:"okaylemmechange,theguyswillbehereany

minute"

Me:"hmm"

Hekissedthesideofmyheadandwentupstairs.

Sosowalkedinnenyamathathehadalready

braaied,hetookthemarinatedwings

Me:"Ntandotoldme"

Hestoppedonhistracks,turned,putthebucketdown

andwithasighhecametojoinmearoundthe

counter

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"youdon'thavetothankme,we'refamily.



Remember"?

Me:"noletmethankyou,Iknowhowimportant

Portugalisforyouandforyoutojustupandleave?

Meansalottome"

Him:"I'vealwaystoldyouI'llalwaysbehereforyou

sowhentaBeastcalled,Ireallyhadtocomeback

especiallysincehe'snotthetypaguytoaskforhelp

fromanyone.Letaloneme"

Me:"he'shumantoo,andhehasfeelings.Aheartyou

know"?

Him:"andyoulovehim,soIhadtohelphimjust

becauseyou'reinvolved"

Me:"I'mgrateful.Andsoishe"

Him:"arghman,itsalsoabonusnakumIgottosee

umntuwamsoonerthanIthought"

Me:"mmh,butuzokwenzanjan'ngomsebenzi

kengok"?

Heexhaled...andchuckled



Him:"dudeyourmanisSuperman,he'sactually

friendswithmymanagersoeverythingissmooth.

Nextweekyourpilotistakingmebacksowork

continues"

Me:"hahaSuperman?Yeahright.Look,Iknowthis

couldbeparanoiaspeaking,butInoticedthatyou're

abitoff"

Him:"yhouqalileke,khaw'meuzaw'deucimelamlilo"

Me:"sothereissomethingelse"?

Hegotup...

Him:"ay'sisoesas'bhanxasakokwenuuGundagunda?

Yhu"

Me:"Gudda?Whatdidhedo"?

Him:"morelikewhathedidn'tdo"

Hetookthewingsandleft,Icoveredtheplattersand

wenttomyhusbandndafikaenxiba



Me:"babyumgqibeleninuGudda"?

Him:"erh...I'mnotsure.Whyd'youask"?

Me:"Ithinkthere'ssomethinghesaidordidthatmay

haveupsetSoso"

Him:"havenoideababy"

Me:"mmh"

Igotupndahamba

Hecalledoutafterme

Him:"Luu"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"comebackforasec'pls"

Me:"ha.aand'funi"

Him:"Iwantyoutokeepsomethingforme"

Me:"keepitinthesafeorsomething"

Him:"baaaby"



Me:"yourbabiesareinEastLondon"

Him:"soyou'renotmybaby"?

:vIwasn'tplanningonsayinganything.

Iwenttothekitchenandcleanedup,putthesnack

platterswheretheywilleasilyfindthem.Ranger

walkedinwithtwocoolerboxes

Him:"Bosslady"

Me:"Ranger"

Him:"ugrand"?

Me:"greatyou"?

Him:"I'mgood,lookIjustwanticefromthefreezer"

Me:"helpyourself"

Hewenttoafreezerinthecornerofthekitchen,I've

neveropenedit:/Ijustdidn'tthinkitworkedand

thenhetookoutplasticsoficewaphumanabo.I



justcontinuedcleaningupthenndayohlalaelounge

withmyphone,Iheardcarscominginndayazinje

kuzobasembhuqeniaphaandatthebackofmy

mindIknewwe'llbeluckyiftherearenoshootings

orfightbreakouts:/sadreality.Ntandocamedown

dressedinblackandgold-_-what'snewkanene?

HecametotheloungewhileIwastalkingtoLindo

obebuzauSoso

Me:"don'tyouwannacomeover"?

Her:"Idon'tevenknowwhereyouguysarebro"

Me:"I'llsendyouadriver,useResoreflattin"?

Her:"flattinoutside"

Me:"I'msorryLee,Ididn'tknowyouguyshadplans"

Her:"itscool"

Me:"justgimmeafewminutesevha?Thedriverwill

betherenownow"

Her:"okaythanks"



Ihungupandlookedupatbaewhowasascurious

AF!

Him:"uzoyothathabanuIvor"?

Me:"andwhywereyoulisteningtomyconversation"?

Him:"sorrymadam,uzaz'valelaaphaoryou'lljoinus"?

Me:"Lwandisowillkeepmecompany"

Him:"okayke,I'llbeoutsideifyouneedme"

Me:"sure,plscallIvorforme"

Him:"sharp"

Heturnedtowalkout...

Me:"Ntando"?

Him:"yhu"!

Me:"aren'tyouforgettingsomething"

Hesearchedhispocketsandlookedmeconfused



Me:"tchiIwantmykissfondin"

Helaughedandwalkedbacktomycouch,Iliftedup

mylipstohimhekissedme,Ibithimwahlekapulling

mecloseaswekissedpassionatelythenhewalked

outstilllaughing

WithinafewminutesIvorwalkedin,Iaskedhimto

gofetchLindoandbuyusbreadorrollstoo

wahamba.

Sosoreturnedwiththemeat,wenttoputitinthe

kitchenandcametojoinmeephetheicarrypackye

Huntersgold

Him:"iyavusaibeastxaiz'xeleleneh?Banembhadla

orwhat"?

Me:"itsjustameeting"



Him:"justameeting?Lamajitaahambanamacherrie

onke"

Me:"ubucingenikwithugsSoso,xaujongile

izokwanelainyama"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,iphieyethu?Cozasizotya

namagintsasingengawokewethu"

Me:"takeyourpiecesfromthatonebutwe'llgrill

enye"

Him:"lemmestartmarinatingkexautshoyo"

Me:"uhm...Lindoiscoming"

Him:"Lindo?Why"?

Me:"apparentlyyoutwohadplans,shecalledyou

didn'tpickup"

Him:"ohshit!Itotallyforgot"

Me:"soIkindafiguredyouwon'tmindhercoming

heretoothat'swhyIaskedIvortofetchher"

Him:"dudeyousavedmefromalotofbickering

tonight"

Me:"suth'omnyeuyabickerishaSoso"



Hechuckledandwenttothekitchen,Marcuscamein

lookingyummy:p

Me:"niqqayoulookHot"

Him:"thankyou,thankyou.Youdon'tlookbad

yourself"

Me:"haa,whatever"!

Him:"Ijustcametoholleratyoulilsis"

Me:"mmhIbetyoucamewiththatotherchickhuh"?

Hechuckledandshookhishead,Iknewhedidn't

wanttoanswerthatquestion

Me:"howlonghaveyoutwobeendoingwhateveritis

thatyou'redoing?Areyouevenseriousabouther"?

Him:"canwenotdiscussmylovelifeasseblief"?

Me:"okay,onelastquestion"



Him:"you'llaskanyway"

Me:"sowhathappensbetweenyouandLiz"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,dependsonwhatshewants"

Me:"howso"?

Him:"she'stheonewholeftwithmykidandreturned

tohermotherwithouttellingme"

Me:"hahboet!Itwasjustonenight"

Him:"Idon'tcare,sheshould'veatleastcalledor

texted"

Me:"andifshereturnsandwantstotryagain,make

peaceImean"

Him:"Igotnopro'mwi'thatbutitwillhavetobeon

myterms"

Me:"mnk!Youwouldn'tsurviveinarelationshipwith

me,s'trubob"

Him:"luckilyformewe'dneverbeinone"

Watshoephakama.



Him:"lemmejointhemen"

Me:"ayt"

Heleft,Lindoarrivedwehuggedandchatforawhile

beforehermancamewithourmeat

Him:"myperson,awusemhlebae"

Her:"khaw'zenenyamaLwandisowethu"

Hahaha!

Bayafana!

Heputthetraydownandwenttokisshercheek

wand'jonga

Him:"whatareyouguyshaving"?

Me:"justwaterpls"

Lindo:"ikhon'iredwine"?



Me:"yep"

Hewenttofetchourdrinks,threeladiescamein

withoutknockingandjustlookedaround,Lindo

lookedatmethenbackatthemwavelawaphela

yintsini.Judgingbytheiroutfitstheyhadcomewith

thegentsoutside...USosoxaebuyaneglasses

wathigqingabobemayamayaza

Him:"nilahlekweyinton'bantwanabam"?

1lady:"cabauthewos'jongawabonaabantwana"

Him:"haikeThixowaseKapa,shedidn't"

1Lady:"wait,uyimoffiebro?"

2Lady:"sithunywekumntuwalapha,awunos'bonisa

yena"?

Him:"heh!Mnk,kantikeizaBawo"!

Heleftthemstandingtherewazohlalaphantsi

asabuzantonathisatyasizincokolela.Theydecided



towalkovertothelounge

2Lady:"we'relookingforapersonbythenamS'bosh

orTrina"

Lindo:"look'anikaloku"

1Lady:"sorrynana,doyouknowwhowe'relookingfor

orunengxakimhlaw'mbi"?

Thrillerwalkedin,passedthemandlookedatme

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"sho"

Him:"kuthwamanditshounikeez'wayiiplatters

nenyama"

Me:"kitchen"

Him:"dankiemadam"

Hemotionedfortheseladiestofollow



him,bamlandelamurmuring

3Lady:"akasemhleAico"

1Lady:"mxm,beautifulmyass.Shecouldhavejust

toldusbaziphiezizintosiz'funayokuninisimeapha"

2Lady:"she'sgottoomuchpride"

IcouldhearThrillerreprimandingthem,Sosolooked

atmeItoldmyselfandizothethatu.Thriller

waphumanabowitheverythingtheyneeded.

Lindo:"basileke"

Soso:"wahmathamtasendikuncamile"

Me:"thedayisnotoveryet,thul'ubhekemtase"

Soso:"kukholounerazorcutingaskendimfake

iskerasegusha"

:v



Wejustmindedourownbusiness,Sosodrinkinghis

beer,Lindoherwineandmemywater.Lizcalled...

Me:"hi"

Her:"hey,hoegaandit"

Me:"goed,metjy"?

Her:"so-so,ekhooraldiemenseisdaarinjouhuis"

Me:"yeah,itsameetingtheysay"

Her:"isjoubroermetdaaiLindachick"?

Me:"ek'snieseker,eintlikekweet'ie"

Her:"jyweetnie"?

*sigh*

Me:"diemenseisbuitekantmossoosaltyd,ekhet

netMarcgesienwanthy'tgekomomsysusterhello

sê"

Her:"okay,ekhetjoubroergebelmaarsyantwoord

niesyfoonnie"

Me:"waarisjynou"?



Her:"ekisbuitenaonshuis,mxmyouknowwhat,ek

komnounajouhuis"

Me:"oh"

Her:"seeyoujustknow"

Me:"alright"

Wehungup

Me:"Sosokhand'bizelauMarcusmtase,likeright

now"

Him:"whatsupnow"?

Me:"Lizisonherwayhere"

Him:"yhuuwishitisabouttobreakdown,uMarc

uhambanalablackbeauty"

Hewentout,returnedwithMarcuswhowashalftips

already



Him:"babysis"

Me:"niggagetyourheadstraight,Liziscominghere

withyourson"

Him:"why"?

Me:"Ithinkshedoesn'thaveakey,and,you'renot

answeringyourcalls"

Him:"mmh,thankyoufortheheadsup"

Me:"sure"

Waphumaowasekhayaumtananotphasedonebit,I

knewshitwasabouttogodown.Lizhadanatomof

angeronthephone...AndIcouldn'tblameher

Lindo:"Idon'tthinkyourbrothercaresaboutthisLiz

chick"

Me:"and'soyikibro"

Soso:"bantubam,Ineedthereal411onthisso

lemmejustvanishforafewminutes.Ndizobuya"



Me:"andwhereareyougoingto"?

Soso:"outside,ledramaijuicytoomuch"

Heopendanothercanwaphumangomnyango,from

thosethreeladiesthatcameinearliertwoladies

returned

2Lady:"uthiutaBeastmasikhutshelweiipaperplates

fromtheminicornercupboard"

Yangathiakathethi,shejuststormedoutleavinglo

ebethulekwak'qalalookinglost.Shecamebackwith

Rangerhejustwenttothecupboard,gavethem

theseplatesandcametous

Him:"Tee,nd'celanibancedeabantwanabayakhalaza

thaty'allignorethem"

Me:"youtoohelp'emandteachthemmanners"
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WechilledforacoupleofminutesnoLindo

sizincokolelanje,heraskingmeaboutabantwanaI

figuredLwandisodidn'ttellheraboutmylittle

vacationsondam'bekakulendawosekuyonam

andayitsala.Ivaguelyheardacarnd'sekitchen

makingussnacksbutIdidn'tmakemuchofitsince

IknowabantubakaNtandohavecars,that'scomon

sense,butthenIheardraisedvoicesfromtheback

yardandscreams.Lindojumpedfromwhereshe

wasandwenttoseewhatwashappening.Iinitially

thoughtnguLiz,causingandbeingdramaticwith

MarcusorthesidechicksoIdidn'tpaymuch

attentiontoituntilIheardagunshotIfroze.Soso

raninclosingandlockingthedoorbehindhim,I

waitedtillheappearedfromthepassagewithLindo

rightnexttohim.

Me:"what'shappeningoutthere"?

Helookedatmeandshookhishead,Lindowas

shakingterribly

Me:"Soso"?



Him:"Guddaishappeningoutthere"

Me:"Gudda?Whatthehellishedoinghere"?

Him:"gatecrashingtaBeast'sparty.Wait,kaneneyou

saiditsjustameeting?Yaaas,heiscrashingthat.

Themeeting"

Iputthesnacksdownandwipedmyhands...

Thenoisewasn'torhadn'tsubsided

Me:"uph'uNtando"?

Lindolookedatme...

Her:"TeebroIdon'tthinkitssafeforyoutogoout

there"

Him:"yourhusbandorderedmetolockyouinside"

Me:"hm"



Ileftthemandwentupstairstothesafeinour

room,openeditandtookouthisgun.Itfeltheavy

though,heavierthanIrememberedsoIpercieved

thatitwasfullyloaded.Itookadeepbreath,saida

shortprayerndafakalampuesinqeniemqolo,wore

sneakersandthetopofthattrackpantsndaphuma

ngebackdoor.Xand'fikaphandlekuthesaaa,

tables,chairs,papersandpeoplekuyafananje.I

scannedtheareawithmyeyesandspottedNtando.

Hewasnottoofarfrommebuthecouldn'tseeme

becausemydad...Wait,Bonginkosiwasrightinfront

ofhim.Icouldn'theartheirconversationbutI

witnessedmyhusbandrecievingiimpamaezimbini

fromtaBongs.Ingqawayazamnkelanjengendoda

ayagungqakwaugungqa,ontheotherendofthe

yardMarcusspottedme.OureyesmetandIcould

seehewasbeggingmetogobackinsideandfora

secondIwasconsideringthatuntilIsawtaBongs

cockingandpointingagunatasuperchilledNtando.

Iwalkedoutofmycoveragestraighttowards

them,Marcknewakanobasathinibynowandto

makemattersworseIcouldnowhearthem



Bongs:"ndiyakubonaufunaukundazikwedini,kunini

ndithethaintoenyekuwendisithihlukana

nomntanam"

Beast:"namkudalandithetheintoenyengoba

ndakuxelelanjeTaBongsbandokwehlukananaye

mhlandabhubha"

Bongs:"good,aw'zobhubhauzokufanjengenjake

namhlanje"

Beast:"youseemtohaveforgottenthatBeastsdon't

die,theyinjure"

Bongs:"letsallowthisonebullettoprovethat"

Beast:"goahead"

Ihearda"click"fromthegun...

Me:"thatbulletwillhavetogothroughme"



TaBongsturned,hisjawdroppedasoureyesmet

thenhetriedtocomposehimself.Ipassedhimand

wenttoNtando,foraminuteIthoughthewasn't

fazedasItouchedhischeeks,soothingly

massaging,rubbing'emthenIliftedmylipsuntohim

andwekissed.Heheldmywaist,slowlymovedone

handunderthetracktopandfeltthegunbutthat

didn'tstopthekissing.Idid.Iturnedandlookedat

Bonginkosi,nowIhadtakenmystandnexttomy

manwhoImustsaywasnoweithershockedor

dumdfoundedforacoupleofminutes

Bongs:"Sibongile"

Me:"wenanaban"?

Bongs:"Ihavetoldyoucountlesstimesthathe'snot

goodenoughforyou"

Me:"asmuchasyou'renotgoodformeasa

father,right"?

Bongs:"mntanam..."

Me:"atleasthehassomegoodinhimevenifitaint



enough.Whataboutyou"?

GuddaandAnelisacametojoinus,nowwhythdhell

wouldtheydecidetobringhertoagunfight?Though

Imustsayshedidkindalookliketheirpuppet.

Som'how

Me:"yehAyabongayichaosyanton'leniyenzaapha"?

Gudda:"and'sengobhutingoku?SendinguAyabonga

njeumlomougcwale"

Me:"hayfokofukhonaubhutiowenzaezizinto

zimuncuuzenzayoemziniwomntu"?

Bongs:"letmetellyousomething,thismanyouare

standingupforwillchewyouuntilyounolonger

havetasteandthrowyouonthesidewalktobe

trampledonbypedastrains"

Gudda:"justlikehedidtomeandAnelisayoursister"

Lisa:"what?We'resisters?

Gudda:"yes"



Lisa:"How"?"

Beast:"In5minutesIwantallofyououtofmyyard

niyekwaSABCifnizodlalaufamilybonds,notapha

kwam"

Bongs:"ungakulingeundiqhelekakubimna

kwedini,yindlelayothethanamleyo"?

Me:"heeewethumfana,whydoesitseemlikeyou're

forgettingwhereyouare?Youaretrespassing"

Gudda:"Trina,mtasemamela.IknowtaBeastmore

thatanyonehere,don'tplayintohisfuckentrap.He

doesn'tloveyou,heismanipula-"

Me:"willyoushutupGudda?Yhu,uthethangath'

uyinkazanamaan"

Lisa:"willsomeone,anyonejustfuckentellmewhy

thefuckGuddasaidTrinaandIarefuckingsisters"?

Me:"honeyIaintfuckingwithyou.Now,Guddanawe

taBongskhaniz'ncedeandcollectthatsmallamount

ofdignityesenishiyekenayoniphumeapha"

Bongs:"isthishowtheSmithstaughtyoutospeakto

yourelders"?



Rangerandsomeoftheguyscametowherewe

werestanding

Me:"Ranger,plshelpthemout"

Gudda:"Sibongiledon-"

Me:"you,shutthefuckup"!

IpulledNtandobythearmandledthewaytothe

frontdoor...heletgoofmyhandandheldmywaist,

cameclosertomyearaswewalkedtowardsthe

doorandwhispered:

Him:"whatareyoudoingwiththatgun"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

.

.

"STOPRIGHTTHERE"!



WeturnedandGudda,hisfatherandfourotherguys

hadtheirgunspointedtous.IlookedatNtandoand

searchedforRanger..hewasatthegate,butthree

otherguysfromNtando'screwwerebehindthem

maybetheydidn'tseethemIdon'tknow.

Ispokebetweenmyteeth:

Me:"sowhatdowedonow"?

Heclearedhisthroathavingseenthefearinmyeyes

thenhelookedathisrivals

Him:"soGuddayouhavegrownsomeballstofinally

pointmewithagun"?

Gudda:"taBeastbrowebothknewthisdaywould

come,Idon'twannadothisjustreleasemysister"

Him:"youspeakasthoughI'veheldhercaptive"

Bongs:"Beast"

Him:"TaBongs"



Bongs:"kudalandishumayelaintoenye...andtoday

thatstops.Ifbloodmustspillthensobeit"

Him:"carefulwhatyouaskfor"

Bongs:"itsclearthattheonlylanguageyou

understandisthespillingofblood"

Withinafewsecondsweweresurroundedbythe

Beastnationwithgunsreadyforanyactionthat

mightoccur,IlookedaroundandrealizedthatIhave

never,nevereverseensomanygunsinmylife.I

meanbigguns.Reallybigguns.Iclutchedonto

Ntando'sarm,hepulledmecloserandIhadalittle

assurancethatmaybe,justmaybeIcouldbesafe.

Marcuspenetratedthroughthethickcircleof

muscledmenwithbigmachinesandwalkedupto

metakingmebythearmIimmediatelyleftmy

husbandwithouteventhinkingtwice

Bongs:"Marcus,youbetternottakeanotherstep"

Him:"ohsoyouareashepherd?Youknowusby



name"

MarcusSmithcontinuedwalking,umntasekhayaube

soberngeminuteIswear.Like,instantlyakwabikho

tywalaegazinilakhewaphaphamawareadyto

fight,hewasn'tevenstaggaring.

Bongs:"Letgoofmydaughteroryou'llwishyou

hadn'tcrossedme"

Him:"makeme"

Wecontinuedwalkingbriskly,Iheardgunshotsabout

threebutnonedirectedtous.AtfirstItriedturning

butMarcus'handpushedmeuntilwereachedthe

door.HeknockedtwotimesLwandiso

opened,ndangenaandtheyclosedthedoorMarcus

left.Iwalkedpasteveryoneandwenttomy

room,lockedmyselfinmyroomandpacedupand

downpanickingthensatdowntryingtogather

myselfbutitwashardnottothinkaboutthewar



outside.Toeventhinkthatababantubenzayonke

lentoaremybloodrelatives,mybiologicalfatherand

hisoffspring.

Mybrother'soutthere,myhusbandisoutthere...The

onlypeoplewhohavemybestinterestatheartwere

inagunfightngenxayam.

Iheardaknockandjustignoredit,yaphinda

Him:"mtasendimuSosovula"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkbroplsgoaway"

Him:"thenwewon'ttalksojamelanaqha"

Me:"Khaw'hambeLwandisomaan"

Him:"andiyindawoke"

Igotupandreturnedtheguntothesafe,wentto

washmyfaceandopenedforhimwangena,closed

thedoorbehindhim.



Me:"ufunantoni"?

Him:"ungakulingekeugulelekum"

Isighed...

Andtookmyphoneanddialedhismother...

Her:"hello"

Me:"unjani"?

Her:"I'mfabulousbabyhowareyou"?

Me:"Idon'tknow..."

Her:"haywhat'swrongnow"?

Me:"yourbrotherandhiskidscamegun-crushingmy

husband'smeetingandnowthere'sgunsevery

whereapha"

Her:"haymanTrina,niphinina"

Me:"endlinieKapa"

Her:"okkhaw'mend'zophindandikufounelejustnow"



Me:"kay"

Shehungup,hersonspokeup

Him:"MakaLaa"?

Me:"yeah,maybeshecantalksomesenseintohim"

Him:"mmh"

Wesatinsilence...justforaminute

Him:"skwizawakhoukhona"

Me:"uzenomntana"?

Henod

Me:"mxm"

Him:"sheneedstomoveon"

Me:"wellI'mnotgonnagetinvolved,Ihavemyown



problems"

Him:"wishIcouldsayI'msureshedoesn'texpect

youto"

Me:"whatdoyoumean"?

Him:"Ikindagettheideathatshethinksyoushould

orratheryou'resupposedtohelpher"

Me:"helpher?Ngantoni"?

Him:"gettingMarcusback"

Me:"mxm,Idon'thavetodoanything.Marcisa

grownman,he'sallowedtomakedecisionsfor

himselfespeciallyhislovelife"

Him:"tryexplainingthattoher,she'sbeenrantingand

ragingoko"

Me:"mntasekhaya,Elizabethisthelastpersononmy

mindrightnow.Ihaveafatherwho'satwarwithmy

husband,Idon'thavetimeforpeoplewhodon't

wannamature"

Him:"nowthatyou'reabitcalm,letsgodownI'll

makeyouasmoothie"



Ireluctantlyfollowedhimoutwithmyphone,once

downstairshewenttothekitchenIwenttothe

loungeandtherewasLindo,Lizandherson.

Me:"hey"

Liz:"hey,youokay"?

Me:"yeah,whatareyoudoingherewithachildLiz"?

Liz:"ItoldyouIwascomingnje"

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dconsideryoursonssafetyfirst

though"

Her:"mysonissaferwherebothhisparentsare

present"

Me:"okay"

Sosogavememysmoothie,someonewenttoknock

onthatfrontdoorndaxhuma,Lwandisowenttoopen

IfollowedrightbehindhimandthenNtandowalked

infollowedbyhiscrew.Idon'tknowhowIletgoof



thesmoothienorhowIpushedpastLwandisobutI

sawmyarmsautomaticallyflungoverhisneckand

wehugged.

Me:"I'msogladyou'reokay,aretheygone?"

Him:"letsgoupstairs"
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Oh-kay

Heledtheway,Ifollowedandclosedthebedroom

doorbehindme.Hewasclosingthewindowsand

curtains,IsuddenlyfeltmyheartbeatingfastersoI

satdowntryingtoconcealmysuddenfearnotsure

whetherIfearedhimorwhateveritwasthathewas

abouttotellme.

Hestoodatadistancegivingmehisbacksoinmy

mindIthoughtunomsindobecauseItookhisgunso

Ijustblurtedmyapology,evenblabbering...



Me:"babylookI'msorryItookyourgun,Ireallydon't

knowwhatIwasthinking.Butifyoumustknow,I

immediatlyreplaceditbacktoitsrightfulplace"

Againhewassilent...

Thisscaredme.

SoIslowlywalkedtohim,touchinghisbackIwent

aroundandstoodinfrontofhim.Hewasindeed

angry.Nohewasn'tangryhewaslivid,hewas

furious.Itouchedhisfaceandgotclosertohimand

whisperedasmyhandwentfromthecheektohis

veinsstandingoutonhistemplesandforehead

Me:"hey"

Hemerelylookedatme

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"what'sgotyousoangrykanjena"?

Him:"youneedtostartpacking,Moispro'lyonhis



way"

Me:"packing?Ndiyaphi"?

Him:"uyaeBhayi"

Me:"Ntandoandiyindawomnawithoutyouokay"

Sajongana...

Him:"Iwillfollow,butrightnowIhavetofinishup

thisthingyenzekileyo"

Me:"I'llwaitforyou"

Him:"LuthandoI'mtryingmybesttoensureyour

safetyhereokay?,Idon'thavetimeforwhatyou're

doing"

Me:"okayokay,Iunderstandyourfrustrationbutbaby

Iamevenmuchmoresaferherewithyouthanalone

eBhayi"

Him:"Itoldyoubakhonaabantuabazokujonga,just

packandgo.Please"

Me:"Idon'twannaleaveyoubehindespeciallywith

thisanger,youmightendupkillingsomebody



Ntandoplease"

Him:"theonlypersonI'mgonnakillisGudda,okay?

NowIneedyoutogotoPErightaway,thisplaceis

notsafeforyou.Canyoujustdoasbandisitsho

withoutarguing"?

Itookastepback...

Thewayheroaredthoselastwordsshowedmethat

ukucengakwamwon'tdonogoodsoInodand

startedpacking.Ipackedeverythingwhilehesat

downontheedgeofthebedwithhisheadbetween

hishands

Me:"I'mdone"

Him:"I'llcallIvortotakeyoutotheairport"

Me:"Iwantyoutotakemetotheairport"

Heliftedhisheadwand'jongaquizzically

Him:"what"?!



Me:"witheverythingthat'sgoingonyou'retrusting

Ivorwithmylife?Really"?

Hegotupandtookmybagwithoutsayinganother

word,Ifollowedbehindhim.DownstairsIhugged

Sosocozebemengasemnyango

Me:"Ivorwilltakeyouhome,we'lltalkonphone"

Him:"besend'founeleuMusachap"

Me:"okaysharp,byeLindo"

Her:"cheers"

Wegotinhiscarwaqhuba,weweresilentthroughout

therideuntilwereachedtheairportandMowasn't

therehethenturnedofftheignition

Him:"inaicardufikeuthengeukutya"

Me:"thanks"



Hegavemehisblackcardndal'thathaandkeptit

safendathula.Sittingthereforacoupleofminutes

ndadikwandaphumaandstoodnexttothecarjust

thinking

Hecameoutandstoodrightinfrontofme,Ilooked

downatourfeetwhilehetouchedmyarmsgetting

evencloserIcouldsmellhisafter-shave.Hebenthis

headsoourforeheadstouched,Iwassuddenly

emotional

Him:"Ialsodon'twantyoutogo,butitsforyourown

good"

Ijustclosedmyeyesandtookadeepbreathinand

outjustashishandsmovedfrommyarmstoboth

sidesofmyface

Me:"how...howfarisMo"?

Him:"he'llbehereanyminute,nowlookatme"



Iliftedmyheadandlookedathim,hesmashedhis

lipsontomineIshutmyeyesandlethimkissme.I

hadalumpinmythroat,apieceofmewantedtobeg

himnottokillmybrotherbutanotherpartofme

questionedwhatgoodhavetheybroughtintomylife

eversincetheyfoundoutwe'refamily?

Myhandsautomaticallywentbehindhisheadand

pulledhimcloseraswekissedmyguiltaway.I

stoppedbutdidn'tmoveoutofhisembrace

Me:"Promisemeyouwon'tgethurtkuyoyonkelento

uyenzayo"

Hekissedthebridgebetweenmyeyes

Him:"IpromiseI'llflydowntoyouonceI'vesettled

this"

Ihuggedhimforaverylongminute.MolandedsoI

boardedandflewhome,uponarrivalinPEacarwas



alreadywaitingformendangenaandwastaken

home.Itwasneatandclean,Ididn'twannaopen

windowsjustyetthoughbekustuffybutIwasstill

insecureregardingmysafety.Iknewgrocerystores

atGreenacreswereprobablyfloodedngabantuand

maybethatIcouldusetomyadvantageandbenefit.

IchangedshoesandworepumpsthencalledVuyo

oneofmy"guards"togoshoppingwithme.Bafika

bebabiniIgotinebackandcalledNtandoonour

wayjusttonotifyhimthatIarrivedsafely

Him:"hello"?

Me:"ndifikile"

Him:"sho,I'llcallyoulater"

Me:"besafe"

Him:"sure"

Ihungupandjustrestedmyheaduntilwereached

theparkinglot



Vuyo:"shouldwegoinwithyouorsikulindeapha"?

Me:"masambeni"

Wegotoffthecartheyfollowedbehindme,oncewe

gotinsidethegroceryshopIpushedthetrolley,Viwe

(thesecond)guywacelaundipush'elandamnika

thenwebeganourshoppingogqibakwethuthey

returnedmehomebabuyelatowherevertheywere

beforeIcalledthemsoIwasleftaloneunpacking

thegroceries.WhenIwasdoneItookayoghurtand

wenttositonthecouchthenIcalledLwandiso

Him:"Mtase"

Me:"senigodukile"?

Him:"yeah,tellmewhatreallyhappened"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbro,Ntandojusttoldmetopack

ndiyahambaandikhosafeeKapanamndapakisha"

Him:"he'sangry...butnotasangryashewaswhen

youwerekidnapped"



Me:"matteroffactishe'sangryandI'mafraidhe'll

dosomethingcrazyandirrational"

Him:"he'sagrownman,agangstaMntaselethim

makethosedecisionsbyhimself.Don'tstress

yourself"

Me:"youdon'tunderstand...He'smyhusbandandI

don'twannaloosehimtosomestupidfamilyfeud"

Him:"youwon'tloosehim,he'sprobablybeendoing

thisusancancaibelekewenasochillyourassoff"

Iwasexpectingthattocomeup,Sosoakaz'baliizinto

amakazithethekanjani.

Me:"akekhotraumatizedumntuwakho"?

Him:"kancincinje,she'llbefine.Uzotefangamandla

qha"

Me:"urightatefelewenaanduyahambaprettysoon

solether"

Him:"nd'bawelaukuyaeDurbankemnakuyoyonke



lonto"

Me:"friendsarenowmoreimportantthanyour

woman"?

Him:"hayhaystoprightthere"

Me:"I'mjustasking"

Him:"nextyou'llbecomparingmetoyourhusband.

Asifanikepause"

Me:"aw'muncu,ucing'baungafananobaby

xabekutheni"?

Him:"ngubabyuqalaniniindod'engakaya?Igetthat

ngumyenikuwebutI'msureyiblesserkwabanye!

Tshi,Haysuziphambanisawena"

Me:"fokofSosobra"

Him:"hahaha!Ugreenwithenvy,peopleshare.Nawe

youmustknowindodaiyashare'ishwa"

Me:"yekaban'lendodaizoshare'ishwa?

NdakumcubhaangabelieveuNtandobro"

Him:"rhaupossesiveS'bongile"

Me:"tyhiniSoso,areyoutryingtotellmeyouhavea



Portugesechickwaitingforyourreturn"?

Him:"ay'sosonoesomfondin"

Me:"uyamqhelauLindoshame"

Him:"howmanywivesdidKingDavidhave?300.

Howmanysidechicksdidhehave?700.Uyay'bona

ke"?

Me:"haysukaman"

Thewayhewaslaughingatme:'(

Him:"utaBeastbetterkeepinhislane,you'reone

feistywoman"

Me:"andifhedoesn'thebetterbereadycoz

sizombulalasobabini"

Him:"heeee!Hayfire!"

NowIlaughedathim



Me:"haybyebye"

Him:"shapntwanayam"

Ihungupandfinishedmyyoghurt,Ididn'tfeellike

cooking.

....

OneweeklaterNtandoreturned,wewenttoseethe

buildingwithhisinspectortheyapprovedthe

buildingthenNtandobegansourcingforbuilders,I

gavehimmybusinessplansandproposalsashe

hadrequestedwhenIfirstpitchedthisideathenI

alsobegansourcingforinteriordesignersto

immediatelystartrightafterthebuildersfinish

dividingitintothedesiredsections.

YesIwascuriousaboutwhathappenedinCape

TownafterIhadleftbutIknewnottoask,we

promisedeachotherthatIwon'tinvolvemyselfin

hisbusinessevenifitinvolvesfamilybutIwas

kindahopinguzond'xelelawheneverhefeels



comfortablewithit.OncethebuildersweredoneI

hadtosupervisetheinteriordesigningcozIwanted

ittobeperfect...ForthecaféareaIwanteda

wooden,earthyfeelaroundtheentireareasothe

wallswereboababwood,thefloorswerethe

Kilimanjarotiles.Thatwasthefirstbusinesstobe

openedinthatbuilding,thefirstattempttodraw

peopletoevencomeinsidethisabandonedbuilding.

Earlieronthelastdaywhenthedesignerandhis

teamweretorecheckandmaketouch-ups

kumsebenziwabohe(Ntando)hadjustdroppedme

offwahambahehadabusinessmeetingto

attend,soonhisreturnufikasekugqityiweand

sebemnkileIwasjustwaitingforhim

Him:"wow,thislooksbeautiful.Warm,homely"

Me:"unlikearegularinternetcaféneh"?

Him:"yeah,comehere"

Walkedrightintohisarmsandblushedashe

whipereda"welldone"tomyearsthenIwalkedhim



through

Him:"sowhenaretheydoingtherestaurantside"?

Me:"I'mnotsurecozmyfurniturehasn'tbeen

deliveredyet,buttomorrowthey'llstartwiththe

boutique"

Him:"ohokay,Imustsaythough...thisisactually

turningoutbetterthanIexpected"

Me:"youneedtohavealittlebitoffaithonyourwife"

Him:"butIdo...100%"

Iturnedoffthelightsandlocked,wegotinthecar

sagoduka

Him:"there'ssomethingI'vebeenmeaningtotell

you"

Me:"uyahamba"

Helookedatme,Iwaslookingatmyphone



Him:"yes,andthekidswanttocomeforholidays"

Me:"howlongwillyoubegone"?

Him:"amonthortwo,Idon'tknow"

Me:"uhambaninikengoku"?

Him:"inaweek"

Me:"mmh"

Wedroveintoourhouse,ndohlikak'qalahefollowed

rightbehindmeasIwenttotakeabottleofwater

fromthekitchen

Him:"so....abantwanabangeza"?

Me:"ifbazozanosisFats,asyoucanseeIdon't

reallyhavetimeinmyhands"

Him:"alright"

Hewentupstairs.



Bynowhemusthavenoticedthateverytimehehas

togoona"mission"Igetupset,deepdownIknow

angangabuyi.AsIwasstillthinkingaboutthis...my

phonerang:

Me:"Anelisa"?

Her:"Ineedtoseeyou.Itsquiteurgent"
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Okay.

IhavetosayIwaskindatakenback,butknowingba

whatkindapersonsheis,ndaz'buyisela

ezingqondweni

Me:"youneedtoseeme?Doyouknowwhoyou're

speakingto"?

Her:"ohS'bongileplease"

Me:"hayyhima,uyekeniniukuthiTrinangoku"?



Her:"canwemeeteWaterfrontinanhour"?

Me:"no"

Her:"no?Dudeplease"

Me:"Anelisa,uyakwazikwamsoxauseriousyouwill

hikeaplaneandflydowntoPEuzekum"

Her:"yhosew'seBhayi"?

Me:"Ithinkndigqibokutshongokunjena,ustress'wa

yintonikangaka"?

Her:"Ican'ttalkonphonendizozamaukuzaapho"

Me:"okay"

Shehungup.

Oh'kay,Ileftmyphoneandfollowedmyhusband

upstairsndafikaelele:/Iwantedtocuddleandhave

achat'nyananje.Iundressedandwentto

shower,cameoutandlookedforlingeriethenworea

gownoveritndayopheka.Ifakhangesixabaneefika

likeweusuallydo,Itrytomakeupforlosttime.Just

doingthelittlethings,servinghimawarmhome-



cookedmeal,dressingupforhimandjustremind

himthatthoughBeastmayhaveeverythinghe

needsandmore,Ntandohasonlythreeimportant

things:awife,afamilyandahome.That'sall.Those

aretheonlyimportantandvaluablethingsinhislife.

Icookedfinishandkeptthefoodinthewarmer

gqibandayohlalaeloungewithmyphone.Imissed

mysonssomuch:(Ineverwantedthemtolivewith

theirgrannyinthefirstplacebutkenowthat

sekwenzekileIeitherhadtochangeitndiyobathatha

bahlalenamthoughImightnothavetimeforthem

butatleastbazobebephambikwam.Orbetteryet,I

shouldacceptitandmakegooduseofthetimeI

haveinmyhands.Idialedmymother-inlaw...

Her:"yhu,umamawabantuakanqabe"

Me:"and'sabakhumbulimama,ninjani?Abakuhluphi"?

Her:"sonwabilethinamntanam,ninjaninina"?

Me:"siyaphilanathimama,kuthenikuthe

cwaka,balele"?

Her:"hahahayibabukeleoopopeyenoS'nothando"



Me:"ooh,nd'celaubekeiphonekuloudmakhulu

uyifakephakathikwabo.Ijustwannaheartheir

voices"

Her:"okayyhimake"

Iheardshufflingsounds,thenaclearsoundofTom

andJerrysoundtrack

Her:"ungathethakemakoti"

Me:"Uvelile"?

Him:"ma"

Me:"uph'uUbabalo"

Him:"mama"?

Me:"mntanam,mommymissesyousosomuch"

Both:"mamam!Mamam!Mamawawambaphaa!

MamazothathaUbayeUbeyakho"

Me:"phariri,umamauzakuzavha?Azonibonanotata"



Theywerespeakingtogetheratonce,Icouldn'tmake

outwhoexactlywassayingwhatbutIcouldfeel

theirexcitement.

Sinomusthavetakenthephone...

Her:"hello"

Me:"heybaby,unjani"?

Her:"ndiphililemamaunjaniwena"?

Me:"ndiphililenam"

Her:"wemissyou,diddaddytalktoyou"?

Me:"ewelovie,andakhongxaki"

Her:"thankyousomuchqhaumakhulushem

uzosh'yekayedwa"

Me:"she'llrestforawhilekalokcozy'allwillonlystay

approximatelythreeweeks"

Her:"okayke,uphiutatam"?

Me:"he'ssleeping"

Her:"whenhe'sawakeplstellhimIlovehim"



Me:"Iwill"

Her:"andIloveyoutoo"

Me:"loveyoutoobaby,nowtakethephoneto

makhulu"

Her:"okay"

AfteramomentIheardmakhulutalkingonthe

phone

Her:"makoti"

Me:"mama,uthiutatakaUveoSinobafunaukuza

ngapha"

Her:"ewebebetshilo,uzaw'tshoonwabeuOwe

kuniniencokolanganiapha"

Me:"usisFatimausekhonamama"?

Her:"eweuzogodukamonthendaphindeabuye"

Me:"ohokaykesophindasithethe"

Her:"okaykemtanam,ubulisekuNtando"



Me:"okaymama"

Wehungup

IswitchedontheTVandwatchedFOX,Ididn'twanna

wakeNtandoupheprobablywasreallytiredbutI

missedhim:'(soterriblymuch.Iwentbackupstairs

andtookmylaptopandhistableteyamibingena

data,Ipouredmyselfaglassofredwineandbegan

working.IdidresearchofwhereIcouldgetmy

suppliesformyboutique,seeingthatI'mnodesigner

thenonmylaptopIdesigned/createdpostersforthe

openingofthecafé...

Ifeltakissakissonmycheek,Icouldsmellhimand

myjointsweakened.

Me:"mmh,you'reawake"

Him:"whatareweworkingon"?

Me:"Researchandpostercreation,andofcozyour

inputisalwayshighlyappreciated"

Him:"mkay,letmesee"



Hecameallaroundthecouchandsatdown,Igave

himthetabaqaleajongeiisuppliersfortheboutique

ndamshiyaandwenttodishupforbothofusand

returnedndamnikaokwakhe

Me:"sowhatdoyouthink"?

Him:"zigrand,andtheylooklegit"

Me:"yeahsoIwasthinkingofmakingordersngoku

coztheytakethreetosevendaystodeliver"

Him:"that'sagoodidea,souzokwehlulakanjanipha

cozsikhuluesaspace"

Me:"Itoldthedecopeopletogimmefourdifferent

sectionsifpossibleforshoes,handbags,elegant

eveninggownsandthecasualsection"

Henod

Hewentthroughacoupleofotherpossiblesuppliers

beforetakinghisfoodwatya.One,twospoons



wand'jongasmiling...

Me:"wha-"?

Him:"Imissedthis,home-cookedmeals.Prepared

andservedbymywife"

Me:"ohbaby,itsonlybeenaweekthough"

Him:"youwouldn'tunderstand"

Me:"butIdoenjoydoingthisforyou"

Him:"Iheardyoutalkingonthephone"

Me:"wastalkingtomybabies"

Him:"ooh"

Wecontinuedeating,whenweweredoneIcollected

theplatesandreturnedwithhiswhiskeyonthe

rocksndamnikaandsatnexttohim,justthenmy

phonerang:)acallfromLulu

Me:"heystranger"



Ntandoeyedme:v

Him:"heybabysis,how'zitgoing"?

Me:"I'mgreathowareyou?How'sourbaby"?

Him:"hahawe'refine,Iwantedtotellyoufirst.Me

andmyhouseholdaremoving"

Me:"oh,whereto"?

Him:"Cuba"

Me:"Cu-what?Whythough?Andwhenareyouguys

leaving"?

Him:"youheardmeright,Iwillbeworkingthere

permanentlynow,Siveiswillingtomoveandstart

afreshthatsideand,we'removingmonthend"

Me:"yho,IhavetocometoJo'burgmos"

Him:"pleasedo,I'llbesellingthehousesoyouguys

needtocomeandcollectyourthings"

Me:"ayt,I'lltalktomyblesserandseeifIcancome

thisweek"



Him:"okay,seeyousoon"

Me:"night"

IhungupanddialedEve...Oneringthenitcancelled

ndamyekaandputmyphonedown

Me:"nd'celasiy'eJozingomso"

Him:"kukhontoni"?

Me:"LuuissellingthehousesoIneedtocollect

someofmythings"

Him:"ohndimleblesseryakho"?

Ismiledandmovedclosertohim

Me:"aw'yiyokanti"?

Him:"mh,Idon'tknow.Convinceme"

Me:"how"



Him:"showappreciationtoyourblesser"

IkissedhimsoftlyandlookeddeepintohiseyesasI

satononeofhislapsmybodymovedseductivelyon

his

Me:"soyouwan'seemyappreciationtoyouhuh"?

Him:"uh-huh"

Me:"thenbuckleuphomie"

Igotoffandwenttoplaymusiconmediumhigh

volumeandreturnedtohim,Istoodbetweenhislegs

anddancedforhim,grinding.Islowlyremovedthe

gown,slowlyletitslidedownmyshoulders,Ienjoyed

seeingthesparkinhiseyesashesawmybody

lookingyummyespeciallyunderthelight.Imounted

him,removedhisvestandstartedkissinghim,his

handsmovingfrommybacktomybehindand

grabbedsotightIcaughtmyselfexclaiminshock

andexcitement



Me:"isthatappreciationenough?Blesser"

Him:"isthatallyougat"?

Me:"mmh,carefulnow.Youdon'twan'getcockyon

me"

Him:"orwha-"?

Iunclaspedmybraandslowlyletitslideoffthen

threwitaside.

Me:"or,you*kiss*willget*kiss*tosee*kiss*butnot

eat"

Ifelthismusclestighteningandotherplaces

rockening;)

Him:"youwouldn'tdare"

Me:"youwannabet,Blesser"?



Hechuckledandlickedhislips,Iwatchedashis

handsslowlymadetheirwaytomybossom.He

softlygrazedthesides,lightlybrushedthenipplesI

closedmyeyesandenjoyedthesensationthiswas

sendingtomynerves,thenheuntimelygrabbedem

bothandlookedatme...Asifsearchingforan

approval.Myeyeswerehalf-open

Me:"Iaskedifyouwantedtobetnah"?

Him:"myonlythoughtrightnowiswhetherIshould

ornotlickthesebabies"

Me:"youtalktoomuch"

Imovedcloser,pulledhisheadtowardsmychest

andenjoyedwhathedidwithhistongue,withhislips

onmyboobsandonehandtightlygrabbedonmy

behindIknewhewasalsointhezone.Iwaslosing

breathfast:/Ipushedhimbackandkissedhimvery

deeplyIjustcouldn'tmyselfanymoreespecially

whenwemoanedinunison



Thenmyphonerang,Iignoredit.Hisphonerang,we

ignoredittoo.Whenthephonesstopped,westopped

too.Igotupandpickedmybrafromthefloorand

putitonthecouch

Him:"letsgoupstairs"

Me:"hm,Ihaveworktodo.GoaheadI'llfindyou

there"

Him:"cummonba-"

Thenacarhootedoutside...Welookedateachother

andthentothecoffeetablewhereourphoneswere

Him:"youexpectingsomeone"?

Me:"no,you"?

Him:"no"



Icheckedmyphone,thecarhootedagain-_-mxm

Me:"IthinknguAnelisababy"

Him:"Ane-whatisshedoinghere?Thistime"?

Itookadeepbreath

Me:"shecalledngokuubulelesayingshewannasee

meitsurgent,Itoldherndimkilesoshe'llhavetofind

herwayazekum"

Him:"phew,okay!"

Hewenttoopentheelectricgatethenwenttothe

kitchen,Igrabbedmygownandwrappeditaround

myselfandwenttositonthekitchencounterright

infrontofhimeselaamanzindamjonga

Me:"Ididn'tknowshe'dactuallycome,seeingseku



late"

Him:"wantsomewater"?

Ishookmyhead,hecameforthandseductively

kissedme,Ifellforhimalloveragainaswekissed

hungrilyforgettingthatthere'ssomeonecomingany

minute.Weheardthecarinthedriveway,yetwe

didn'tstop.Ijustwrappedmylegsaroundhimashe

slippedhishandbetweenmylegsand

massaged,makingmepantforbreath:oandcutmy

whisperedwords/sentences

Me:"b-b-baby"

Him:"sssh,yourvisitorcouldbeatthedoorany

minute"

Me:"butbaby...oohGod..Faster"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"Babyplease"!



Heobligedandwentfaster,Igrabbedhisneckand

smashedmylipsonhis,wekissedwetslippery

kissesthatweresurelydrivingmeovertheedge,I

wassodamnclosetocummingIcouldfeelmy

musclespulsating.

Thenweheardaknock,andstopped.

:'(

Hesuckedmybottomlipwand'shiyaandwentto

openthedoor,Iwaslefttryingtocomposeandcover

myself.Ipouredmyselfjuiceanddownedit

Him:"babyyouhavevisitors"

Me:"coming"

Iwenttothelounge,therewasAnelisawithtwoguys

wholookedverymuchlikeGudda

Me:"molweni"



Her:"hey,sorrytorockupsolate"

Me:"yousaiditwasurgent"

Ntandogotup,hekissedmeonthelipsthenhetook

mybraintohishands.WhydidIgetafeelingathathe

wasshowingoff?

Him:"I'llbeupstairs"

Me:"ungalali,I'llberightthere"

Him:"sure"

Waphakamaandleftus.

[10/11,12:26]‪+27730692704‬:#361

OnceNtandowasoutofourspacendabajonga

Me:"canIgety'allanythingtodrink"



Her:"nothankyou"

Me:"ohkay,hereweare"

Her:"yeahuhm,thesearemybrothersSimamnkele

andSamnkelo,guysthisisSibongile"

Sam:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Thenwesatinsilence...

Me:"comeonAnelisa,Idon'thavethewholenight

kalokandI'msureyoudidn'tjustflydowntostareat

me"

Her:"Ijust...Iwantedtointroduceyoutoyour

brothers"

Me:"halfbrothersyoumean,andyoushouldn'thave"

Her:"Trinaplease,we'reherebecausewewanna

makepeacewithyou"

Me:"makepeace?Youdon'tseriouslyexpectmeto



belie'thatespeciallywitheverythingthatyourfather

isdoingtomakesureIsuffer"?

Sam:"we'reherebecausewewannabuilda

relationshipwithyou,you'retheyoungest

kubantwanabakatata,siyazanasonkeandwewant

youtobepartofustoo"

Sima:"andwewon'tspeakfordadortaAyasbut

please,we'vecomeinPeacenyhani.Thinaasingeni

ndawokwintoyonkeabayenzayo"

Me:"holyJesusissatrap!Isweary'allcametomy

housetotrapme"

Her:"Trina,Iunderstandhowyoufeelingbutweare

familyandwewanttobethereforyou,foreachother

andwedon'twantyoutofeelunwantedand

neglectedjustbecauseyou'rearapechild"

:/soIguesshetoldthemthatlittledetailtoo?

Mxm

Sima:"Iknowbhut'Ntandocanprovideanythingand



everythingforyou,butthere'sonlysomuchaman

cando"

Sam:"ifamilyinendawoyayo"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Her:"andmnathisentiresituationhastaughtme

thatakhontoyodlulaifamilyS'bongile.Ndikhulile

ngokuandIhaveseenandlearntfrommymistakes.

AsmuchassizekuweIhavealsocometokilltwo

birdswithonestone,ndizocelanindibolekeuSino

abuyelekumngokunamndimnikeuthandolukanina"

Me:"what"?

Her:"lookIamgratefulforeverythingyouaredoing

forherengengomntanawakhoyougaveheryour

loveasyouwouldgiveyourownchild"

Me:"okaywait...WhydoIthinkI'veheardtheselines

before?Ohkanene,thatsexactlywhatyousaidwhen

Chumasentyouhereasherlapdog"

Sima:"nd'celaum'mameletorhobeforeyoujudge

her,asbaetshilonayeshehasmademistakesinher

lifeandnowshe'sreadytoamendthings"



Me:"hayinininani!SonowI'mjudgingher?Me?

JudgingAnelisa?Ngoku?Reallynow"?

Her:"that'snotwhathemeantTrinatorho"

Sima:"S'bongilemamela,Iunderstandyouhatedad

forrapingumamakhokudekubekhonawebutthina

asingenindawokulontoyiyolontosilapha

sizokwakhaubuhlobonawebecausebloodisthicker

thanwater.There'sapossibilitythattheSmithswill

onedaywakeupanddisownyoucozkwasekuqaleni

youwerenottheirs"

Ndamjongalomfana:(

Azangendamathakanjeinmyentirelife...Iswear.

Sima:"andIunderstandthatuSinoukhulelekuwe

umenzelayonkintonjengamzaliwakhewhenher

ownmotherwentawolbutnowshe'scometoher

sensesuyafunauzikhuliselaandtakeresponsibility

ofherdaughter.Youshouldn'thaveaproblemwith

thatseeingthatuzaw'beephungulaumthwalo



emagxeniwakhonobhut'Ntando"

Her:"TrinayouknowI'vechanged,forweekswewere

lockeduptogetherenkangalasurelyyousawthat

I'mnolongerlahAnelisaungakhathaliyo.Maybeif

weknewbackthenthatwe'resistersngesingekho

laphangoku"

Me:"Iknew"

Her:"youknew?Butyoudidn'tsayanything?

UngcolilekodwaTrinahaybo"

Me:"Thankyouforthecompliment,butI'mquitesure

thatasozendinogqithephakokwenu"

Sam:"what'sthatsupposedtomean"?

Me:"itmeans...waitaminutenow,Aren'tyouthetwo

guysebez'fundiswanguNtandooverseas"?

Sam:"weare,whyd'youlookastonished"?

Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes:obutIwasn'tgonnafight

Ntando'sbattleskungekhoneed,Iwasquitesurehe

couldhandlethisonehimself



Me:"jongaukungcolakwenukunelevelsniyeva?Nide

nangath'nikuyeleeteknikonnagqwesange

diplomas,degreesandPhD'snje"

Her:"okayokay,wedidn'tcomeheretoinsultone

another,mnaTrinauyayaziintoendiy'funayokuyo

yonkelento"

Me:"uzay'funakuNtandosisilentouyifunayo,nothi

kum"

Her:"webothknowhewillneveragreetothis,that's

whyIneedyoutotalktohim"

Sima:"beingamotheryourselfyoushouldknowthat

umntanauyalidingauthandolukanina"

Me:"aniguliperhaps"?

Sima:"uyas'thukaS'bongile"

Me:"Iknow,andIwon'tapologise.Ifyouwant

anythingfrommeingathingewuqalaphakuGudda

notatakho"

Her:"dadisinhospitalfightingforhislifeTrinaand

wedon'tknowwhereGuddais"



Sam:"butIsupposeyoualreadyknewthatseeing

yourmanhadahandinthat"

Sima:"ifhecandothattoyourfamilywithout

thinkingtwice,don'tyouseethatawukhosafekwa

wena?Youneedus"

Me:"lontoniconvincedthatIneedyallyetniniaba

kwamngobusuku?Isebenzanjaninalentoyeneed

guys"?

Sima:"Sibongile,we'reherebecauseofyou.Whatwill

youdowhenBhut'Ntandodecidestouseyouand

dumpyou?Itsinhisnatureyouknow"?

Sam:"Simayoudon'thavetotalkbadabouttheguy

knowinghowmuchhe'shelpedus"

Sima:"Iwasjustsaying"

Me:"karmaisabitchsana"

Thentherewassilence...

Ntandowalkeddownthestairsenxibeiiboxersqha

:'(



Him:"yhoniselapha?didyallseethetime?Ineedto

sleep"

NdaphakamaandlookedatAnelisa

Me:"uAnelisababehassomethingtoaskofyou"

Her:"heeehaiboTrina"

Me:"ndiyaxokake"?

Shetookadeepbreathwaphakamanaye

Her:"Erh...Okay,IwantSinoback"

Him:"youwantSinoback?Ambomthathakulandawo

wawumshiyekuyokalok"

Her:"Ntandocummon"

Him:"ifthere'snothingelse,nd'celanihambe"

Sima:"Bhut'Ntandoplsju-"



Him:"Ihaven'trecievedthefirstinstallmentfromthe

twoofyou,whenshouldIexpectit"?

Sam:"we'restillworkingonitbhut'Ntando"

Sima:"butbroayingenindawoleissueyethukulento

ithethwanguAnelisa"

Him:"babeugqibile"?

Me:"erhyes"

Her:"Ntandond'yakuckelatorho,Iknowndiberongo.

Sinohatingmeisenoughpunishment"

Him:"youknowwhatmyansweris,Idon'tknowwhy

youbother"

Her:"Ntandondiyakucela"

Hewenttoturnofthelightekitchen,diningareaand

thenreturnedwabavulelaumnyango.Theygotup

andwalkedoutonebyeone

Sima:"Iguesswe'llseeyouincourtthen"



Him:"aboutmymoneyormychild"?

Sima:"myniece,imaliyakhouzoy'fumana.Akhoneed

yacourtkuyo"

Him:"ayt,travelsafe.Ingophukiimitshayeloyenuku

roughphandl'apha"

Heclosedthedoor,Iwentupstairs.Iwasnolongerin

themoodforwhatweweredoingearlier,Ijust

wantedtocuddleandsleep.Hecameupandtook

histablet,typedforagood45minutesthenhecame

tobedkanyexand'founelwanguElizabeth

Me:"hello"

Shestartedcrying...

O.ogoodJesus,really?

Me:"Elizabeth"?

Her:"Marcusthrewmeout"



Me:"threwyouout?Ithoughtyouwerewithyour

folksnje"

Her:"Icamebacktodayandfoundhimwiththat

Lindachick,hedidn'teventrytodenyorcoverup.He

justthrewmeoutrightinfrontofher"

[Ntandokissedmylips,chinanddowntheneck]

Me:"I'msorryLiz"

Her:"aftereverythingI'vebeenthroughwithhim,this

ishowhebreaksupwithme?Treatingmeliketrash"

Me:"Liz..."

[Ntandogothisentireweightonme,Iwassilently

whimperingandmoaninginbetweendeepbreaths

ashesucked,kissedandlickedfromtheneckdown

inbetweenmyboobies]

Her:"Trinapleasetalktohim,IknowI'vecheatedon



himbeforebutIlovehim"

Me:"Liz,IknowithurtsbutIwantyoutojusttell

yourselfthetruthmydear"

Her:"whattruth?ThatIprovedmymomrightabout

Marcus?Idon'twantto,IlovehimandIwannabe

withhim"

[Ntandosuckedanipplewhiletheotherhand

grabbedonethighup,alsoliftingmylegintotheair]

Me:"uh...Ohoh-kay"

Her:"plstalktohim,pls.Juniorneedsbothhis

parentsinhislife"

[Ntandokissedhiswaydowntomypleasurepalace,I

couldn'tlistentoLiz'swhininganymore.Ndiphoswa

zintoezimnandiapha]

Me:"okay,lookIgottagonow.Ihaveanothercall



comingthrough"

Her:"justpromisemeyou'llatleasttalktohim"

[IfeltNtando'stonguehotdeepinsideme,dammit

Ntandocanbecruel]

Me:"oh..shit..."

Her:"huh"?

Me:"Imean,okayIpromise"

Her:"thankyou"

Ihungupandthrewthatphoneaside,Ntandogotin

deepermyjuicesclashingwithhissaliva.Igrabbed

oneofmyboobswithonehand,pinchingmynipple

sohardatthesametimewhiletheotherhand

pushedNtandotogodeeperandhewasdoingvery

well,greatactuallythenheabruptlystoppedand

lookedatme.IwassureIwasclosetoheaven



Me:"babyplease"

Him:"wha-"

Me:"Ntandondak'celatana"

Him:"ucelantonibaby"

Me:"pleasecontinue"

Him:"continuewithwhat"?

Iclosedmyeyes

Ifelthimkissinghiswayupuntilhewaskissingmy

neck,thewayIwaswetIcouldfeelmyjuicescoming

outthenhebitthecornerofmybottomlip.

Heslippedafingerin,Iheldmybreath.

Thenasecondfingerwentin,Ilostmyselfashis

fingersmovedinandoutfasterwitheachmovement

Me:"Nt...Nta..a..a..a..ndo"

Hesunkhisteethinmyneckandwentevenfaster



Me:"baby"!

Him:"mmmh"

Ireleased,hotstickyflushesoflovejuices.Then

breathed.

Me:"fuckman"!

Him:"don'tworry,I'mafuckyougood"

Igrabbedhisheadandkissedthelightsoutofhim.

Mylegswerealreadyapartsoheeasilygothimself

inandfilledmeup,Iclunguntohimaswemovedin

unisonenjoyingthepleasureswewereinducting

untoourselves.

AsmuchasIwasenjoyingthis,Iwantedtoplaywith

himalittlesoItightenedmymusclesonceIfelthim

pullingoutwema

Him:"babydon'tdothat"

Me:"hm"?



Iloosenedmymuscles,hetriedtomoveItightened

again,hetightenedhisgriponmythighspainfully

Him:"shit!Luudon'tdothat"

Me:"sayplease"

Him:"babyplease"

Iopenedwaphuma,ndsaqalaungath'ndizomhleka.

Hegrabbedmeandturnedmearoundjusttoface

thebathroomdoor

Hisphonerang,heextendedhishandandchecked

thescreenasheenteredme.

Him:"nowisnotagoodtime"

Range:"bigguykuninindikuzama,wekindaneedyour

helpwithalilsomething"



Him:"I'mamarriedmanniqqa,mywifehasme

chainedinbedIcan'tbeofanyhelp"

Range:"heee!Okaysharp"

Him:"sho"

Ijustturnedandliftedmylegupuntohisthighand

directedhismemberinwithmyeyesclosedasI

relaxedandfeltmyroomfilledup

Him:"mmh,babykuthen'unje"?

Me:"ssshhh...don'ttalk"
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Wedidourdeedandcuddledtosleep.

Isleptontopofhimtheentirenight,Idon'tknow

howhesleepsonhisbackkusephandle.Iwokeup

ekuseniandwenttobath,Ihadthingstodomna

unlikehimcozyenauzekwivacationeBhayi.Itook

outablackchiffonjumpsuit,goldchunkyneckpiece



andmatchingspikeylouboutinesthenItookmybag

andcarkeysndayaezantsi.Icookedhim

oats,disheditupandkeptitintheoventhenItooka

Jungleoatssnackbarwithanapplendahamba.I

neededlicenceforusingthatbuildingthoughwehad

boughtit,runningabusinessinithadtobeverified

sondaqalakwamas'palandafakaizintozam,they

gavememylicence,andproofofresidencefor

postalpurposes.Ntandocalledndisendleleni

eyodibananenyeigroupofthreewomenwhosaid

theymakeclothingwhenIsawtheiradverton

Gumtree...

Me:"myKing"

Him:"aftersuchagreatnightIwakeupallalone"

Me:"ubuyionenightstandkaloku"

Him:"mnk,uphi?UbuthesiyaeGautengvandag"

Me:"Ihaven'tforgotten,Ihaveaboutthreemeetings

toattendthenwecango"

Him:"sowhatshouldIdowithmyselfinthe



meanwhile"?

Me:"eatyourbreakfastitsintheoventhenmake

yourselfusefulandcleaniiroomzabantwanabakho"

Him:"yesboss"

Ihungupndafikakulomzibendisiyakuwo,Igotout

ofmycarndangenaandgreeted.Theyshowedme

whattheycandoindividuallyandtobehonestIonly

lovedtheworkofoneamongthethree

Me:"nd'celaubuzakengokukubanjengokoniyi

group,canyouworksseperatelyasindividuals"?

Thandi:"ewesisi,kakadebesingabantuebebekade

bezisebenzelaqhakubaincincilendawoyethuwe

decidedtoworktogether"

Me:"okaythat'sgoodtoknow,whatotherthingscan

youdobesidessewing"?

Thandi:"usisThobekaisachefby

profession,umthungouw'fundeaphakuthi.Usis

Nosiphowenzaibeadworkandanythingthathasto



dowithpotteryortraditionalart"

Me:"wow..doyouhaveCV'smhlaw'mbi?Ifaninazo

akhoproblemthough"

Thandi:"sinazosisi"

Me:"nd'celanindiphezona"

SisThobekawenttotheothersideandemerged

withthreeenvelopedwandinika.

Me:"wellthankyouverymuchforyourtime,I'llkeep

intouch"

Thandi:"thankyou"

SonowthatIheardthatoneofthemcando

beadworkandpotterymyinitialideawas

changing,soIrushedtothebuildingndafika

sekwenziweonesectionofthefour



Me:"okayguyscanwegatherupfortwominutes"

Theydroppedtheirtoolsandcametolisten...

Me:"pleaseacceptmyapologiesfordisturbingyou

guysbutIhavealittlepredicament"

Laura:"oh-kay,whatisit"?

Me:"Idon'tknowhowyouguysaregoingtodoit,but

Ineedaglassdisplayforclaypotteryandbeadwork

somewhere"

Bathicwakaandlookedaround,Laurawhoisthe

supervisorwalkedtojustafewfeetabovethecenter

oftheroom

Laura:"howaboutwebuildacircularglasspaypoint

here..."

Me:"glassfromtoptobottom"?



Laura:"yes,strongglassthatdoesn'tbreakeasily.

Thenfromtheinsidewemakeaboutthreerowsof

shelvesfordisplayandobviouslyspaceforthetill

andothermachinery"

Me:"itsoundsgood...willitbepossibletomaketwo

tillsthen"?

Laura:"wehaveenoughspace"

Me:"okaythenthankyou,youcangetbacktowork

andcreatemagic"

Laura:"oncewe'redone,youwon'tknowthisplace"

IlaughedasIleftthemandwenttoMacrotofind

everythingthatIwillbeneeding.Thebuildingwas

huge,hadroomsupstairsthatIwantedtomake

gooduseof.OneItookasmyoffice,theothertwo

thathadadividerwerenowgoingtobeusedasthe

sewing/designarea.Likeourveryownlittlefactory.I

askedforaquotationyecomputersband'nika

ndabuyelaendlinindafikaengqengqekwipatiou

Ntandoepholeingreyharempantswithblackhem

andwaistnevestemhlophewithblackandwhite



Adidassandlesnexttohim,Ibentdownandkissed

himontheforehead

Me:"aw'phole"

Him:"awumhle"

Me:"thanks,isMoaround"?

Him:"kudala,youdone"?

Me:"yeahsingahamba"

Him:"sure"

Hegotupandwalkedtowardsmycar,Istoodand

followedwithmymouthhangingopen.Heturned

andlookedatmeconfused

Him:"asihambina"?

Me:"you'renotchanging"?

Him:"forwhat"?

Me:"haikeNtandoletmechange"



Him:"what'swrongwithhowyou'redressedkengok"?

Me:"comparedtoyou?HoneyI'moverdressed"

Iturnedandwalkeduptomyroom,undressedand

woreloosefittinggreycottenshorts,blackvestand

blackAllstar.Ijusttookmyphone,thenLuke'shouse

keysandmycarkeysndaphuma.Helookedatme

wahlekaashelockedthehouse,Igotinthe

passengerseatandlethimdrivemycaraswedrove

totheairport.

Mowaspatientlywaiting,weboardedandflewtothe

cityofGold,whenwelandedacarwasalready

waitingforus.Hedroveustomyhouse,IcalledLuu

Him:"Babysis"

Me:"hey,ekistuis.Waarisjy"?

Him:"ekistuisook"

Me:"great,plsopenthegate"



Thegateopenedasweapproacheditsowedrove

in,NtandandIgotoffandwalkedinsidebumping

ontoLuucarryingboxes

Me:"heeey"

Him:"hey,goinI'llberightthere"

Me:"okay"

Hemusthavebeenpackingthesmallerthingscoz

hisfuturewasstillinplace,myhusbandsatdown

whileIwalkedaround.Lukecameback,wehugged

beforeheshakedmyhusband'shandbabuzana

impiloasIheadedupstairsndaqokelelakonke

okwamokubalulekileyoandwenttoputitinthecar

ndabuyaandjoinedthem.

Luu:"Yourhusbandtellsmeaboutyourbusiness"

Me:"itsnothinghuge,butitsastart"

Luu:"I'mproudofyou,andyouarewelcometovisit.



Anytime"

Me:"thankGodyousaidthatinfrontofhim,sothathe

won'tstartentertainingsomecrazythoughtswhenI

wannavisityou"

Bae:"heee"

Luu:"sbaripls,don'tstartpullingstuntsonherwhen

shewannavisit"

Wejokedaroundforacouplemoreminutesthenwe

left,Ntandotoldthedrivertodrivetothe

ShisaNyama.UponarrivalphayaIsawChloe,Vincent

andtheirsonbesizaphamb'kwethu

Me:"hm"

Bae:"ha.ababe"

Me:"haibonditheni"

Bae:"ha.aqha"



AsweapproachedthemIcouldseeChloewas

gettinguncomfortable,Vincelookedupandsmiled

Him:"thisisasurprise"

Me:"heyVincent"

Him:"Mrs,bhuti..ninjani"?

IthoughtNtandowouldanswerbuthedidn't

Me:"we'regoodVince,unjaniwena"?

Him:"I'mgreat,plsfindatableI'llbewithyoujust

now"

Bae:"makeitquickasihlelanga"

Him:"ohokay"

Helookedatme,IlookedatChloethenbackathim

gqibandahambaandfollowedbehindNtandoashe

wentinside,hayndajikaemnyangondayokhangelaa



tablecozakhontoyamingaphakathi.Vincereturned

wezakum

Him:"what'supwithhim"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"yho,canIbuyyouanything"?

Me:"lemonadeormangojuicepls"

Him:"comingrightup"

Me:"enkosi"

Hewentinside

Awaitresscameoutwithmylemonade

Me:"thankyou,ukhonauLibo"?

Her:"ha.asisi"

Me:"oh,aw'maziungenaey'phiishift"?

Her:"shenolongerworkshere,I'mherereplacement"



Me:"oh,congratsthen"

Her:"thankyou"

Shesmiledandwalkedawaytoattendother

customers,IdialedLibo.IknowweaintfriendsbutI

wascurious,uyekeumsebenzionlyorwohlukeneno

Vince?CoznankuecosynoChloeuVince

Her:"Trina,hi.Thisisasurprise"

Me:"hi,howareyou"?

Her:"I'mokay,you"

Me:"I'mgood,amattheShisaNyamaandIhear

aw'saphangeliapha"

Her:"yeahman,Ineededanewbeginingandbesides

VinceandIdidn'tworkout"

Me:"I'msorry"

Shewentsilentforaminute



Her:"meansalotcomingfromyou,thankyou"

Me:"Imeanit,IknowhowmuchyouloveVincent"

Her:"loved.Notanymore,heneverreallyappreciated

meandhisaffairwithChloewasthelaststraw"

Me:"sowenzaningoku"?

Her:"ImovedbackhomeinPE,butitsnoteasyliving

withsomanypeopleungaphangeli"

Me:"butIthoughtyou'reaJoburger"

Her:"mydadis,mymomandsiblingsareinPE"

Me:"oohokay,wellbestrongandgoodluckwith

everything"

Her:"enkosi"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup

Butanjaniamadoda?Doyoumeantotellmethat

aftereverything,Ntandowouldleavemeforfresh



meat?NaloChloeaintfreshfuthi.Nx.

Ntandocameoutecofaiphoneandjoinedme

Me:"canwego"?

Him:"sisojelwainyamaesizohambanayo"

Me:"mmh"

Heliftedhiseyesfromthatphoneandraisedabrow

Him:"everythingokay"?

Me:"Ijustwannagobackhome"

Him:"sizogodukanje,injustafewminutesqha"

Ikeptquiet...

MaybeIcoulduseLibo'sdownfalltomy

advantage,especiallynowthatshe'sinmy

neighbourhood.Awaitorcamewithour

meat,Ntandotippedhimsahamba.Inoticedthat



siyakwakheandnottotheairport

Helookedatme

Him:"Uqumbulentoni"?

Me:"whydomencheat"?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"whydomencheat"?

Wakhewathulaashedroveintotheparkinglotof

hisapartmentthenturnedofftheignition

Him:"SeeingChloemusthavestirredburiedhatchets

Isee"

Me:"Ijustwannaknownyhaniwhydomencheat?

Seriously"

Him:"Ican'tspeakforothermenLuu,reasonsvary.

Justlikewomenhavedifferentreasons"



Withthatndohlika,hefollowedandunlockedhis

housesangena.Ifloppedonthecouch,hewent

upstairsandreturnedwithabrifcaseandaloaded

Nikesportsbag

Him:"youwannarestforawhileofufunasigoduke"?

Me:"haymasambeand'funuhlalaJoburgmna"

Him:"Iwonderyakwenzanilendawo?CozInoticed

Awuyifuninyhani"

Me:"masambebabe"

Hechuckedandfollowedbehindme,helockedhis

housesasiwaeairportandboardedthePJ.Isaton

myownndiz'cingelaizintozam,hecamesitnextto

mewangqengqangomqolowithhisheadonmylap.

Ismiledandtracedthecontoursofhisface

Him:"ingaskendik'fakekulebagndihambenawe"

Me:"ndikudikeuthishu"



Him:"butIwouldn'ttakethatrisk"

Me:"ingaskeungahambi,worseubuyeivekienyeqha"

Him:"wespenttimetogethernjeeKapa"

Me:"thatwasalsooneweek,okond'buyileIhaven't

reallyhadenoughtimewithyou"

Him:"okay,we'llspendtheseremainingdays

together"

Me:"can'tyoujustcancelthetrip?OrletRangerand

Marchandlethings"?

Isawacheesysmilecreepingatthecornersofhis

mouth

Him:"Icould...ononecondition"

Me:"youhaveconditionsnakum"?

Him:"youremovethatfamilyplanningthingyouhave

onthenI'llstay"

Me:"oohJojo!Hayhambasthandwasam,I'lleven



makeyouumphakoforthatmatter"

Helaughed:'(haymakahambetyhini!HowwillI

managepregnancywitheverythingthatIwannado?
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WelandedinPEanddrovehome,Itookmythingsto

myroomwangenaasIwasunpacking,ndambonaba

uyangqunga

Me:"thetha"

Him:"nd'thethentoningokubabe"

Me:"uyangqungaNtando"

Him:"haymand'phumeke"

Hm,mnk.

Iunpackedndagqibaandwentdownstairsndafika

edlalaiPS3



Me:"husband"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"we'reeatingthemeatwithpaporbread"?

Him:"pap"

Me:"sharp"

Iwenttothekitchenandbegancooking,Kuhlecalled

me

Me:"uncleKay"

Him:"mammiezabantu,ninjani"

Me:"we'regooduncle,unjaniwena"

Him:"Iamgoodtoo,ubhutiakekholaphokuwe"?

Me:"ulapha,why"

Him:"silaphaeBhayinounclenumbertwo,sibawela

uzolalakwakho"



Me:"yhu,and'funibantumnakwamwhenmy

husbandisaround"

Him:"haibowhy"?

Me:"youwouldn'tunderstand,aw'tshatanga

remember"

Helaughed

Him:"uyenzileintouLwandisongobasePortugal"

Me:"hahacabaebezothiniyena"?

Him:"oohmamawamawele,Ipromisewe'llbehave.

Izobangath'asikho"

Me:"senifunaukuzakwamnifunantonikwalaphae

Bhayi"?

Him:"uyamaz'kalokulifewebusinessmen,and

beforeyousayit;yeswecanaffordahotelbut

sifunaulalakwakho"

Ilaughedcozthat'swhatIwasgoingtosaynyhani



Me:"eshe,senincedengothethand'saqalaupheka"

Him:"sikuphathelentoni"?

Me:"And'funinix,nizothixanifunaukundibriber

nimanenindenzalonto"

Him:"buturongoyaz"

Me:"I'llpreparethespareroomKuhle"

Him:"enkosimadam"

Wehungup.

NowIknowwhyuNtandoebengqunga,heknew

aboutthembeingaroundbutthenheshouldhave

justtoldmehimself.Icookedfinish,wentupstairsto

preparetheroomandmadesurethebathroomhad

enoughtoiletriesandcleantowels.ThenIreturned

tothekitchenandwarmedthemeat,Ntandowalked

intoplessandcametohugme

Me:"erh...oh-kay,what'sup"

Him:"doesamanneedareasontoshowhiswife



somelove"?

Me:"sothisishowyoushowyourwifesomelove"?

Him:"iseziwarm-upsezibaby"

Me:"mmh,sukakeIhavetogototownandcheck

progress"

Him:"asizotyanakuqala"?

Me:"uzotyawena,I'lleatobuyakwam"

Him:"okay"

Me:"sukakumkaloku"

HekissedmycheekandmovedsoIcoulddishup

forhim,ndamshiyaphandayobekaukutyakwakhee

lounge.Hefollowedandstoodbehind

me,xand'guqukandagilekakuyeandheheldmy

waist

Me:"sozendihambeyazNguwe"

Him:"butyousaidyouwannaspendtimewithme"



Me:"true,butnowIhavetocheckontheinterior

deco'sthenI'llcomebackandbeallyours"

Him:"allminehuh"?

Me:"allyoursbaby"

IkissedhimwhilelooseninghisembracethenI

slippedaway,grabbedmycarkeysandranout.

Idrovetotown,reachedtheboutiquendafikabe

halfwaysoIjustwalkedaroundandleftthemtodo

theirworkinpeace.Idrovearoundtownandwentto

bymyselftheconfusedcakethenIdrovehome,the

minuteIparkedIheardmenlaughterIknewthe

twinshavearrived.Itookmycakeandphone

ndangenaendlini

Me:"molweni"

Sihle:"nankuumadam"

Kay:"nankuuMrs"



Me:"anisonwabe,uphiumntuwam"?

Kay:"he'supstairstakingabusinesscall"

Me:"Iseey'allhavemadeyourselfcomfortable"

Sihle:"we'rehome,aren'twe"?

Me:"indeed,I'llbeback"

Kay:"sho"

Iwentupstairsndafikaehleliontheedgeofthebed

esathethaonthephoneuNtando,Iwenttohimand

kissedhislipsngokuathethayoandsmiled.He

grabbedmyarmxandizohambasoIsawthatasan

invitationsoIsquatedonhim,continuedplanting

kissesallroundhisneckuntilhefinishedthecall

wand'jongaandsmiled

Him:"ustoutyaz"

Me:"youcallthatstout?YazIwantedtostripforyou"

Him:"butbabywhyd'youenjoytorturingme"?



Me:"Ijustlikeseeingyoubeghoney,that'sall"

Igotoffhimandfixedmyselfndabhekangase

mnyango

Him:"uyaph'kengok"?

Me:"wehaveguests,remember"?

Him:"they'rebigboys"

Me:"hm"

Ilefthimthereandwenttojoinhisbrothers,Ishared

thecakewiththemsancokolanjee.

....

Thetwinsspentaweekwithus,Ntandoleftwhen

theyleftsoIfocusedonmyboutique.Oncethe

boutiquewasdone,Andthecomputerswerefully

installedattheinternetcaféIrecievedmyclothing



fromthesuppliers,Iofficiallyhiredthethreewomen

andgavethemtheirofficeupstairs.Theboutique

wasexactlyhowIwantedittobe,soIgotstudents

todothepromoformethenIputoutan

advertisementforfourpeople.Twoineachbusiness.

WithintwodaysIhadCVspilingupbutIchose

aboutsixcandidatestointerviewthenIgotmyfinal

four.OnthedayofplacementIopenedupearly

becauseIhadtointerviewthemagainjusttobe

certainwe'reonthesamepage.AsIwassettingup

mythingsatthecaféIheardsomeonecomeinbut

justcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoinguntilIheardher

voice

Her:"uhm...hi"

Iturnedandmyjawdropped.Sodidhers.

Her:"Trina?Iuhm...unjani?I'mlookingforaperson



bythenameNalique"

Me:"Libo?I'mgood,howcanIhelpyou"?

Her:"IheardkufakwaiiCVapha,thisisthebuilding

withNalique'sboutiqueright"?

Me:"ewebutsekuvaliweforsubmitions"

Her:"I'msureifIcouldseetheownerndingakwazi

um'persuaderbro,ndingamfumanaphi"?

Iclearedmythroat...

Me:"thingsarethatbadhuh"

Her:"Iuhm,I'drathernottalkaboutit"

Me:"mmh,youcanleaveyourCVwithmeI'llmake

sureitreachestheowner'shands"

Sheremovedabrownenvelopefromherbagand

gaveittomendaythathathensheleft.Iwaitedfor

theintervieweestoarrive,didonebyonethenI



recruitedfourofthem,gavethemtheircontracts

whichstatedthebeginingandendingoftheirterm.

LateroninthedayItooktimetogothroughLibo's

CV,shehadreallyinterestingexperienceand

referencesalmostbufflingmecozIonlysawheras

awaitress,nothingmore.Icalledupherrefsbesides

VincentthenIcalledhertocomeseeme,shecame...

Me:"thankyouforcoming,maywebegin"?

Her:"you'reinterviewingme"?

Me:"yes,ikhonaingxaki"?

Shesighedandsatdown

Me:"great,nowtellme..whyshouldIhireyou"

Her:"Iknewthiswasabadidea..."

Me:"Ufunaumsebenzi,right"?



Ijustwaitedforher

Her:"thisissabotagewebothknowyou'venever

likedmenowImustconvinceyoutohireme,uphi

umntuwalapha"?

Me:"ndinguyelo"

Her:"Imeanyourboss,theownerofthisplace"

Me:"oh-kayLibhongomasibeseriousngoku,letyour

personalissuesremainthat..personal.Youarehere

foraninterview,canwegettoit"?

Her:"Idon'tmeantodisrespectyoubutwebothkno-

"

Me:"youneedtolearnsomesenceof

professionalismnontombi,nowifyoumustknowI

amtheownerofthisplace.NdimuTrinaliqueandI

thinkthat'sallfortoday.Thankyouforcoming

through"

Her:"you'retheow-wait...I-"

Me:"Ihavesomewheretobe,nowifyou'llexcuseme"



Istartedpacking,shegotupandleft.IknewIneeded

herbutIjustlethergobecauseIknewthatshe

neededmemore,andIknewshewouldcomeback

anywaybecausesheknewdeepdownthatthisjob

washers

Icollectedmydocsandheadedhome.Thefollowing

day,wastheday.Igottothebuildingby7,business

startsat8thenmypeopleclockedin:Luvoand

LwandoatthecaféthenZintleandNomaatthe

boutique.IneededLiboforbookkeeping,lomntanais

aqualifiedaccountant!Theplacewasloadedwith

camera'ssotherewasnoneedformetobeonthe

flooratall.Iheadedtomyoffice,submittedmy

enrollmenttostudybusinessmanagementforthe

followingsemesteronlineandcommencedwithmy

otherwork.Igotacallfromtheboutique...

Me:"Nalique'sofficehello"

Noma:"MrsNtabeni,there'saladywhowantstosee



you"

Me:"doesshehaveaname"?

Noma:"shesay'ssheisLibo"

Me:"tellhertomeetmetomorrowat7am,withan

applicationletter"

Noma:"yesma'am"

Me:"thankyou"

Thesoonershelearnsworkandbusinessethics,the

betterwecanstartworkingtogether.

AfteralongandsuccessfuldayatworkIheaded

home,IwasgladIwentaheadwiththisbusiness

thingthoughIwasconstantlytoldIdon'tneedto.It

wasasuccessfulday,theboutiquewasjampacked

from9to5thecaféwasasbusytoo.DrivinghomeI

wassoproudofmyselftoevenpullthroughafter

everythingI'vebeenthroughthesepastfewweeks.

Thedecoteamwasnowbusywiththerestaurant

sideofthebuilding,Istillhadalotoftravelingtodo.

Tocollectitems,recipesandornamentsallover



AfricatogiveLuthando'sAfricanCusuinethatnon

racialnonxenophobicfeelandessence.Ihad

spokentomyheadchef,lamamaendamfumanako

sisThandiandwehaddecidedtofirstembraceour

Xhosacultureokwangokusivulayo,thenwecanadd

ZuluandIndianwhileIembarkonthejourneyto

discovery.Thoughtitcouldwork...

Iheadedhomendafikakugcweleiimotoezimnyama

inmydriveway,Ididn'tevenhavespacetoparkmy

owncarIhadtodiveallaroundthehousetothe

backgarage.Gotinfromthebackdoor...Mylounge

wasfullofbuffy

men,eating,drinking,laughing,makingtoomuchnoise

formytiredmind.Iwalkedinslowlylooking

around,someoftheseguyswereinmykitchen

:'(NtandoknowsIdon'tsharemykitchen!It's

sacred,likemybedroom.Igreetedthosewhosaw

methenIwentupstairstofreshenuphoping

ndizofikaephauNtandondafikaengekho,Ishowered

nonethelessndaphumaandsearchedfor

comfortableclothing.IheardaknockjustasIwas

finishingup,Iwenttoopenupndajongathiscuteguy



Me:"Erh..hi"

Him:"hi,I'msorrytodisturbyouuTaBeastuthi

mandikubize"

Me:"oh,ndiyeza"

Him:"hesaiditsurgent"

Me:"oh-kay"

Hewalkedaway,Iworeslippersandclosedthedoor

behindmendehla.TherewerelessmenthanwhenI

entered,IwenttothedoorndafikakukhouNtando

withtwopolicemenbexoxisana

Me:"gentlemen"

1police:"MrsNtabeni,I'mconstableMbamboandthis

ismycolleagueconstableFaltein"

Me:"whatcanIdoforyouconstables"?

1police:"we'rehereforyourhusband,we'dliketotake



himdowntothestationforquestioning"

Me:"withregardstowhat"?

1police:"he'sbeenlinkedtosomeillegal

merchandisesmuggling,moneylaundryandacouple

othercaseswhichwe'drathernotdiscusshere"

Me:"doyouhaveproofofwhatyou'resayingor

you'rejustthrowingwildaccusations,constable"?

2police:"ma'amwedon'thaveallnight,andwe'rejust

doingourjob"

Me:"Idon'tmeantounderminehowyoudoyourjobs

butuhm,untilyoubringsolidproofandawarrantof

arrestthenthere'snothingwecandoforyou"

2police:"ma'am..."

Me:"nowgentlemenifyou'llexcuseme,Ihavedinner

toprepare"

1police:"thankyouforyourtime"

Me:"goodnight"

Iopenedthedoorbaphuma



Ntandoekoebethuleaph'ecamkwam,oncethepolice

lefthesmiled...

Him:"babymaani!Youareblazinghot,uphikisana

namarhati"

Ishookmyheadindisbeliefndamshiyaapho!Iwent

tothekitchen,Imadeafruitsmoothie...Ineededitto

calmmedown.
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Iheardtheguysapplauding-_-bandicaphukisa

worsecozcabaabanyebayebazimelawhenthey

heardthecopsthat'swhyIthoughtbambalwangoku

bend'sukaupstairs.HecameinjustasIwas

drinkingmysmoothie,onmyfirstgulpwangenaand

cametowardsme.Hehuggedmendamsusa

kum,uyand'caphukisanyhan!

Him:"Luthandowam"



Me:"don't"

Him:"MrsMe"

Me:"copsNtando?Copsatmyfrontdoor"?

Him:"Ididn'tknowthey'dcomeherebaby,buthey

youhandledthemverywell"

Me:"Ihandledthemv-whyismyhousefullofyour

gangstersbro"?

Him:"itsalongstory"

Me:"itsalongstory?Really?Butkuphiapha?Bona

Bangaphi?Bazolalaphikefuthi?"

Him:"bazohambaphaaez'khathinisthandwacalm

downkalokumfaz'kaNtando,uzoagerfastyilendlela

wenzangayo"

Me:"mnk!AyIgiveup"

Iboiledamanzitocookpap,mixedthewaterwith

mixedvegandAromatoriginaljustforseasoning.I

wascontemplatingwhethertomakechickenor

sausagestewcozIdidn'twanttocookforever.I



wantedtogetmyrestandtaketomorrowonafresh

slatewitharelaxedmind

Him:"thankyouforwhatyoudidmamakhe,really

meansalottotheniqqa"

Me:"I'mevenafraidtoaskthetruthinwhatthose

copssaid"

Him:"mylovewedon'thavetogothererightnow"

Me:"Haybhey'bhi!YaziIjustfacedcopsforyoujust

now,andyoutellmewedon'thavetogothere?

Reallynow"?

Him:"whatareyoucooking"?

Ichuckledandturnedtohaveagoodlookathim

withaknifeinmyhand(cozIwaschoppingonion:v)

Me:"ezichapzigcwaliseaphabecause

benileqwa,benileqwabecauseninezintoeziillegalin

thosecreepyblackcars,andyouallknow



ningabanjwaevenyou?phikisa?"

Hekeptquiet,ndamjonga

Me:"Lamapolisauyawaz'mossbaazobuyane

warrantngomso?Notjustawarrantofarrestbuta

searchwarrant,thennibanjwedammit!Nowpls

thethainyaniZ'khalinisenjeninyhanithistime

around"

Him:"Luubekaimela"

Me:"khaw'thethemanayikuhluphingantolemela"

Him:"you'repointingittomeanditsdistracting

kalokuLuu"

Me:"niggaanswertheflippenquestionbo"!

Him:"okaykeepitdown,yesanyan'silelamarhatiand

naweunyansile"

Me:"ooh...sinyanisile"?

Him:"babyman,youknowhowthesethingsget"



Itookadeepbreath...

Me:"Igetyou,Idobutbabydoyourealisethedanger

ondifakekuyo"?

Hekeptquiet,Iturnedandcontinuedwiththe

cookinginsilence

Him:"wehadnowhereelsetogo,IknowtheriskI've

putusinandI'llmakesureyou'resafeatalltimes"

Oneofhisguyscametogivehimaphone...

Him:"babyIhavetotakethis"

Me:"takeitkalok"

Hetookthephonewaphuma,Icontinuedcooking.I

onlycookedforthetwoofus,bend'fikekutyiwamos



aphaandbesidesthatandiyomaidyabomna.

SausagestewseemedtobetheeasiestIcould

resortto,Idishedupforus,lefthisintheoven

ndathathaokwamandwenttomyroomndatyela

khona.AsIwaseatingIrecievedacallfromLibo

Me:"Libhongo"

Her:"Trinahi,lookIjustwantedtoapologiseabout

earliertoday"

Me:"oh..."

Her:"Ireallydidn'tmeantobelittleyou,butgivenour

pastIamkindahostile"

Me:"youdidn'tbelittlemesweety,youjustexposed

howofalittlemindyouare"

Her:"IjusthopeIdidn'tmessupmychances"

Me:"thatalldependsonyourapplicationletter,you

needtoconvincemeyoudon'tonlywantthisbut

thatyouneedit"

Her:"okay,I'lldothat"



Me:"sho"

Ihungupndatyandagqibathenndangena

ezingubeniandcalledmymother-in-lawImissed

her,more-soIjustwantedtohearanelder'svoice.

Just...

Her:"hallo"

Me:"mama,unjani"?

Her:"Luthando?Ndiphililemntanamunjaniwena"

Me:"nd'phililenam,bendinicinganjeakhontomama"

Her:"oohokay,umgqibeleniniumyeniwakho"

Me:"ukhonaulaphaeBhayimama"

Her:"tyhiniuNtandongokuebesithiakekho"

Me:"ufikenamhlanjekanti,bekungekhonto

ingxamileyoubumfunelayonaphof"?

Her:"ha.asisi,ebebuzwanguOwentandobauzanini

apha"



Me:"oohokay,Ithinkndizozangokwamuzobathatha

ngoJune"

Her:"inobauzaw'lalanolalakexauzangokwakho"

Me:"ewemaubusukunjeobunyewon'thurt"

Her:"haykekuhle"

Ntandowalkedin

Me:"okaythen,goodnight"

Her:"goodnightmakoti"

Ihungupndombathandalala,IknewNtandowas

goingsoIdidn'tbothermyselfngayetu

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"yourfoodisintheoven"?

Him:"nd'celaundijonge"



Me:"khaw'hambebroIneedtosleep,ndiyavukamna

ngomso"

Him:"andingobrowakho"

Me:"justgo.Please"

Him:"ndijongek'qala"

Me:"kuninindakujonganamfondini,haykhand'yeke"

Him:"ifaw'funiuyaz'baandiphakamiapha,meaning

awahambinamajita"

What?Yhu!

ImumbledasIturnedndamjonga,was'ke

wand'jamela

Me:"hayyinton'wandiqobiselakwam"?

Him:"siyahamba"

Me:"good,yintonkengokuwangath'uyikatiebe

amaqanda"?

Him:"canIatleastgetakiss'nyanajustbeforeIgo"?



IlaughedathimatfirstthenItriedtocompose

myself,seeingatoughguylikehimsaythatreally

tickledmyfunnybone.Igotupandsquatedonhim

sajongana

Me:"andinakissyakhomna"

Him:"youknowyou'remymusenjeMrsNtabeni"

Me:"mmkay,butbeforeIkissyou,Ineedtoknow

uzobuyaninikengok"

Him:"andikhosure"

Me:"mmh"

Ileadhim,wekissedpassionatelymyhandsitching

totearhisvestoffbutself-controlgotthebetterof

me.Westoppedwhenhisphonerang,ndasukakwa

kuyekemnake.

Hekissedmycheekandleft.



...

Followingday

Iwokeupandwenttowork,Libhongowasalready

waitingbythedoor.Ndambulisasangenaand

headedtomyoffice,Isatdownndamjonga.She

filledinherbagwakhuphaleapplicationletter,Iread

throughitinsilence.Itseemedsincerelywritten

Me:"impressive"

Her:"thankyou"

IdialedNoma...

Her:"Nalique'sBoutiquegoodmorning,Noma

speakinghowcanIassist"?

Me:"Noma,couldyouplscomeuptomyoffice"

Her:"yesma'am"



Me:"sure"

Ihungupandboiledwatertomakemyself

coffee,Nomacamein

Her:"MrsNtabeni"

Me:"awNoma,youknowIdon'tlikethat"

Her:"akuqhelekikaloksisiubizaibossyakhonge

firstname"

Me:"thisisLibhongo,plsshowheraroundI'msure

bytheendofthedayuzoqhelaund'bizangegama"

Her:"okay,plsfollowme"

Libo:"thankyouTee,IpromiseIwon'tthrowthisback

atyou"

Me:"I'llholdyoutothat"

Bahamba

HowIwishIhadmademuffinsathometogowith



thiscoffee:'(athoughtstruckndisaphungaloo

coffee...Idialedthecafé

Luvo:"Luu'sInternetcafégoodday"

Me:"Goodday,ndithethanoLuvoright"?

Luvo:"yesma'amndingakuncedanjani"

Me:"plssendLwandotomyofficendimuSibongile"

Luvo:"ohokayma'am"

Me:"thankyou"

Ihungupndamlinda,hewastherewithin10minutes

Imotionedforhimtositdown

Me:"there'saspacephakunionyourrightxaungena

emnyango,right"?

Him:"ewema'am"

Me:"woulditbebigenoughtohaveacounter?

DisplaycounterImean"



Him:"liketheoneattheboutique"?

Me:"yes,butsmaller"

Him:"eweingangenamadam"

Me:"Iwantyouguystotrysellingcupcakesor

muffins,ifIcanndizozamaacoffeemachineaswell"

Him:"ohkay"

Me:"doyouthinkitcouldworkthough"?

Him:"yeahsure,besizozakuwethinaaboutlabar

fridgeiseofisini"

Me:"whataboutit"?

Him:"besicingauthengisaamanziordrinkcoz

abantuabangenayobayay'buza"

Me:"ookay...itsagoodideatoobutlabarfridge

ndiyenzeleninaforiilunchzenu"

Him:"okay"

Me:"sincesesingenakwiwintermasizamenileye

coffeenemuffins,duringsummerwe'llchangeto

cooldrinks"



Him:"uyavakala,sokusezoqalakufakwelecounter

mos"

Me:"yes,I'lltalktomyteamlaterontoday"

Him:"alright,we'llwaitonyou"

Me:"alrightsharp"

Heleft

IemailedLaurenndamcaciselalentond'funa

bayenzekulacaféthenIgotonwithmywork.

Withintwomonthsafteropeningthetwobusinesses

Iopenedtherestaurant,didthatcupcakecounterat

thecaféandnowIwasbusygoingupanddown

lookingforanaffordablecoffeemachinewithout

anysuccess.Istartedoffbybakingabout30

muffinsaday,twodifferentflavourscozIdidn'twant

tooutsourcejustyetandthenitdoesn'tworkout.I

alsohadaweektoattendmybusinessclassesand

aweektogoandfetchmynunies,theexcitement

wastoomuch!IknewsisFatswasgoingtobevery

helpfulinthebakingside...Ugoodlamama.



..

ItwasaThursday,Ihadjustgothomefromwork

andIwastiredAF.Adeliverytruckpulledupatmy

doorstepandgavemeasealedpackagethenleft,I

openedthepackageandsmiledatthesightofa

bottleofredwine,Lindtchocolateandanote:'Behind

everyBeast,liesaBeauty<3N'

Ineededahotgreasymassagefrombaebutthe

giftswilldo,fornow.Iremovedthreechickenwings

fromthemarinatebucketandgrilledforthe25

minuteswhileIranmyselfabubblebathandsoaked

myselfinwithaglassofredwinenexttome,my

Kingcalled

Me:"mylord"

Him:"myQueen,iyakukhumbulaiKing"

Me:"mayibuyeiKingkaloku,ohandthankyouforthe

gifts"

Him:"pleasure,ndizobuyaSaturday"

Me:"buyaSundayandikhoSaturday"



Him:"hayuyaphiSaturday"?

Me:"intombiay'buzwandoda"

Him:"uyintombiyamndodwakalokIhavetoask"

Me:"ndiyaeMontibabengomsolatendizobuya

Sunday"

Him:"how'boutwepickyouupsihambesobabini"?

Me:"uyaeMontinawe"?

Him:"ewekalok,aw'funiukuyanamkantiwena"

Me:"mmh,Iwon'tsaynotoafreeride.Pickmeupat

6"

Him:"sure...watchubusydoingrightnow"?

Me:"bathing,enjoyingyourgifts"

Him:"mmh,pityI'mnotaround"

Me:"pityforyouotherwisendirightmna"

Him:"urightnjanindingekho"?

Me:"byebyebaby"

Him:"Luthandoha.a"



Me:"Iloveyouvha"

Him:"Luthando"

Ihungup,gotoutofthewater,draineditandworemy

gownndayotyaiiwingszamwithGreeksalad.
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Iwenttoeatmydinner,whenIwasdoneIpackeda

coupleofcomfortableshoesandclothesforthe

weekendthenIconductedashoppinglistforthe

followingday,listnjeyezintoendizongenangazo

endlinixand'fikaebantwaneni.WhenIwasdonewith

everythingItookmyphonesandgotinbed,decided

tocheckonMarcus.Thephonerangtwotimesthen

itwentoff:/Itriedagain,thistimearounditrangfor

acoupleofsecondsbeforeladyLindaanswered...

Her:"Marc'sphoneLindaspeaking"

Me:"Lindahi,uphiuMarcus"



Her:"hejustwentout,canItakeamessage"

Me:"no.Thankyou"

Her:"sharp"

IhungupandcalledLwandiso

Him:"bheyibhi"

Me:"nguban'loundishiyayoaphakuweLwandiso"

Him:"hayyinton"

Me:"uthihayntoni?Howlonghaveyoubeengone?

Aw'text'i,aw'phone'iawenzinix"

Him:"oohmntase,uxolomaan,ndafikandabusyapha"

Me:"haybesend'sithindishiyiwe"

Him:"lontoukhweletawogqithanoLindo,kus'ke

kuthini"?

Me:"eyobaamatheuLindowakhoay'funimnalonto,I

missyoufondini"

Him:"Iknowsweetie,Imissyourfoodmorethan



anything"

Me:"rhaungcolileSoso"

Him:"whathaveIdonenow"?

Me:"ItellyouImissyoutellmeukhumbulaukutya

kwam?Really"?

Him:"heeehayYesuiza!Mntaseumgqibeleniniu

Beastero"?

Me:"whothehellisthat"?

Him:"incentsayakho"

Me:"ungenaphikulentosiy'thethayokengok"?

Him:"mnkmnkmnk,youdorealisethatandiyoside

dishyakhone"?

Me:"aw'muncuSosobro"

Him:"yhumntasemaan!Yazubitterngath'use

desert,ugqibelenin'ufumanaizintoezimnandi"?

Me:"fokofSosovha"

Him:"nantsoke"!

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhyIcalledyou"



Him:"becauseyoumissedme,ubusandoconfess'a

njengoku"

Me:"byebye"

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihungupndalala,afterafewminuteskanye

xand'qalaulala

Ntandotexteda"goodnight"soIcalledhim

Him:"bendingakuvusi!

Me:"eshebendingekalali,khona...sincewhendoyou

text"?

Him:"heehaikengok"

Me:"haynyhan,Inevertaughtyoutotextme

ufundiswengubani"?

Him:"and'fundiswangamntubutbend'cingelawena

babe"

Me:"haybabeungaphindivha,urightphakwicalls"



Him:"youdon'tliketextsnowkodwauncokolakoo

WhatsAppnabanyeabantu"

Me:"nantsokanyelentondingay'funiyo"

Him:"uWhatsApp"?

Me:"ewebabyandimfunikuwe,nextthingyou'llbe

texting,videoandvoicecallingmekuWhatsApp,hay

hay"

Him:"butwhat'swrongwiththat?Cozitsnotlikeyou

don'tknowIhaveWhatsApp"

Me:"babymanawundimamelanga"

Him:"okay,whatareyousaying"?

Me:"Plssticktothecallingtu,youcansavethe

textingforyoursidechicks"

Him:"Idon'thavesidechicks"

Me:"thenjustdon'ttext,mnand'funaufounelwa

shemandndiqheliswenguwe"

Him:"ncncnc,goodnightkeLuthando"

Me:"heke!Goodnightmntuwam"



Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"ha.ababebuyangokueKapauyamoshakala,say

itinXhosa"

Helaughed

Him:"ndiyak'thandamam'Zangwa"

Me:"uthandwandimZ'khali,uzund'vusengo4k'sasa"

Him:"uyaphingo4"?

Me:"IhavetobakebeforeIgotowork"

Him:"oohokay,lalake"

Me:"night"

Iputthephoneunderthepillowndalala.

...

HewasdrivingablueToyotaFortuneronhigh

speed,Isawanothercominghead-onndamkhwaza

buthewassomehowtoofocusedonwhathewas



doingthanwhatIwassaying,withinasecondIheard

tiresscreechingandscatingonthetarIknewthen

toexpecta'BANG'andsoitcame.Irantowards

wheretheFortunerhadrolledoverto,ithadvomit

himontotherockyhillandhist-shirtwasrippedand

ithasbloodstainsalloverit.Itriedwakinghim

up,callinghisnameevenslappinghisfacebuthe

wasn'trespondingtoanything.InthatmomentI

realisedthatIcouldloosehim,justlikethatandIfelt

myheartrippingtopieces.Iheldhisheadontomy

thighsandcriedforhelpbutnoonecame,noone

heardmycry...InsteadIheardasoundthatcould

easybelinkedtoatruck,alsocomingathighspeed

towardsupthenIjustfrozeasitcamenearerand

nearer..

Myphonewasvibratingunderthepillow,Isearched

foritndasabelastillconfusedofthedreamIjusthad

Me:"hm"

Him:"yi10past4"



Me:"kay"

Wehungup.

Isatupandlookedaround,nxa.Thiswasjustsurreal

tobeadream.Iwenttoshower,bathingwouldmake

mesleepyalloveragain.ThenIwenttobakethese

cupcakes...NomanIwasreallydistracted.AfterI

putthefirstbatchinthestoveIsatdownandcalled

myhusband

Him:"hm"

Me:"ulele"

Him:"hmm"

Me:"kay"

Ilethimsleep,atleasthe'shome.Safe.Myheartbeat

fastereverytimeIclosedmyeyesevenforasecond

I'dseehimlyingonthatrockyhillwithbloodstains

alloverhim.HemusthavewokenupafterIcalled



himcozhecalledmeback

Me:"baby"

Him:"hey,usharp"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"ubuzothiniwhenyoucalledjustnow"?

Me:"Iwasjustcheckingonyou,Ihadabaddream"

Him:"aboutme"?

Me:"yes...butitwasjustadream,don'tworryaboutit"

Him:"okay,prayoverit.I'lldothesame"

Me:"ayt"

Him:"callyouagainwhenI'mawake"

Me:"loveyou"

Him:"loveyou"

Wehungup

Icontinuedbaking,thenIwenttogetreadyforwork.



Myheart,myentiremindwasn'there.Icouldn't

shakeoffthatdreambutIhadnochoice.Lifehadto

goon.

Afterthreehoursnd'fikileemsebenziniIgotacall

fromAnelisa,soItriedtokeepmycoolyouknow?

She'snotmyfavouritepersonandsheknowsthat

Me:"hello"

Her:"hi,howareyou"?

Me:"I'mokay,you"?

Her:"I'mgood,ndcelasithetheS'bongile"

Uthenetatchondaphakamandazenzelaikofu,took

achocolatemuffinandsatdown,Iknewthiswas

goingtobealongphonecall:/Iwasn'tinthemood

forthis.Notbyonebit

Me:"ooh-kay"

Her:"Anychildneedsumzaliwakhe,you'reamother



andyouspentmostofyourchildhoodwithout

umamasoyoushouldknowthatbetterthananyone"

Me:"mh"

Her:"Ihavenodoubtthatyouloveherandthatshe's

takengoodcareofbutndimuninaandIwantto

buildarelationshipwithher"

Me:"mh"

Her:"nd'celauthethenomyeniwakhotorho,okokuba

siqalekuleholidayand'bolekeuSino"

Me:"mh"

Her:"und'mamelephof"?

Me:"ewe"

Her:"ohokayso,willyouhelpme"?

Me:"no"

Her:"ohS'bongilentombiI'mactuallybegging

here,funekand'thinike"?

Me:"talktoNtandobro,youhavehisnumber,you

knowwherehelives"



Her:"uyamaziuNtandosozeavumekwa

ukundimamela"

Me:"Idon'tknowthat"

Her:"heneverlistenstoanythingcomingoutofmy

mouth,naweuyayazilonto"

Me:"butwhenyoucamewiththatadoptioncrapyou

andChumaochestratedwakumamela.Howdidyou

doit"?

Her:"thingsaredifferentnow"

Me:"thingshavealwaysbeendifferentAnelisa,what's

newnow"?

Her:"Ntando'ssuingmybrothersforthemoneyhe

paidfortheirtuition,accommodationandeverything

elsewhiletheywerelivingabroadnowhedoesn't

evenpickmycallsorrespondtomytexts"

Me:"Iguesswhentheythreatenedhimwithlawsuit

forSinotheydidn'tthinkoftheirowndebttowards

him"

Her:"theyareyourbrotherstooyouknow?You

shouldn'tberejoicingoverthisinsteadweshouldbe



workingtogetherhelpingthemwhereverwecan"

Me:"Idon'thavetimetorejoiceoverotherpeople's

mischiefs,Ihavemyownproblemstodealwith"

Her:"that'snothowIseeitthough,andwhileyou'reat

ituyicingebasomeofushaverealproblems"

Me:"Idon'treallycarehowyouseeitseeingthatyou

reckonIdon'thaverealproblems"

Her:"haycummonstopfoolingyourself,weknow

iingxakizakhogofromwhichshoetobuytowhich

lingerietowearforhim"

Oh-kay

Nowmydaywasbadenoughndivuka,entertaining

herwouldreallymakeitworse.Iswear.

Me:"mmkay,arewedonenow?Ihaveworktodo"

Her:"justthinkaboutwhatIsaid"

Me:"mh"



Shehungup

Ifinishedmycoffeeandlookedformyother

phones,IknewIcouldpossiblyhaveacoupleof

missedcallsandtheywouldprobablybefrom

hubby,Ireturnedthecall..

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey,youcalled"

Him:"yeahyourlinewasbusy,how'reyoufeeling

now"?

Isighed...

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"youdon'tknow"?

Me:"canyoupickmeupearlierthanlasix"?

Him:"whydoyousound...down,upset"?

Me:"IthinkIneedahug"

Him:"babyuright"?

Me:"I'mfine,just...Khaw'zameufikaearlier.Pls"



Him:"okay"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandexhaled.Iemailedallthree

supervisorsinformingthemthatIwon'tbecomingin

theentireweekend,thenIwenttoLibhongo'soffice.

Shewasnowmyaccountant,Iknockedandwentin

Her:"Tee,comein"

Me:"doyouhaveaminute"?

Her:"yeahsure"

Me:"I'mgoingawayfortheweekend"

Her:"oh-kay"

Me:"Ineedyoutokeepthebooksuptodatewhile

I'mgone,I'llbecheckingthemonMonday"

Her:"yesma'am"

Me:"thankyou"



Iturnedtowalkout

Her:"Iknowwe'renotfriendsuyibossyam,butare

okay"?

Me:"I'mfine.Thankyouforasking"

Her:"okay,enjoyyourweekendthen"

Me:"nawe"

Ndaphuma,wenttomyoffice,tookmybag

ndagoduka.Umzimbawamwonkenjeubuphantsi

ngath'ndizovaumphanga:(whenIreachedmy

housendakhululandayovasaonceagainthen

ndakhuphaadenimdressandwhiteankleAllstars

thenIwrappedmyselfinagown,dranktwo

painkillersthenndalala.

Again...

Thedreamrepeateditself,exactlylikeitwasek'zeni

kusabuttheonlydifferencethistimearoundwasit



feltmorereal.

"Luthando!Babywakeup.Luthando"

IcouldhearhisvoicebutwithhisheadonmylapI

couldn'tunderstandwhy,howI'mhearinghisvoice...

Maybeitsinmyhead,Iconvincedmyself.

"babywakeup!S'bongile"!

IfeltasplashofwateronmyfaceIjoltedupand

lookedaround...Ntandowashere,whendidhecome

in?Maybethat'swhymydreamseemedsoreal,and

tomakeitworsehewaswearingthesamet-shirt

thatwasrippedandstainedinthedream

Onelookathimndavelandanesingqala,andI

couldn'tstopmyselfwhentearsstartedfallingdown

mycheeks

Him:"babe..hey,hey...comehere"



Imovedclosertohimandfellintohisarms,he

huggedmesotight,exactlywhatIneeded.
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Afteracoupleofminutesofballingmyeyesout

ndasukakuyendayovasaubusondabuya

engakhangeaphakamekwakulendawoebehlelikuyo.

Me:"aw'lambanga?Sothatsityebeforewego"?

Him:"khaw'sondele"

Me:"forntoni"

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"khayekekuzodekubelatetatakheman"

Him:"haibobabendiyak'biza"

-_-

Iwenttositnexttohim



Him:"wasitthesamedream"?

Me:"ewe"

Him:"kwenzekantonikwel'phupha"?

Me:"ubakwicaraccidentthenube

unconscious,unxibeexactlylikethisandyou're

drivingaFortuner"

Him:"aFortuner"?

Me:"yeah...eblue"

Wand'jongawathula...Igotuptogetdressed

Me:"sihambangantoni"?

Him:"we'redriving"

Me:"Idon'tthinknd'funaanythingwithimotomna

babe"

Him:"hm"



Igotdressed

Thenhetookmybagssayaezantsi,Ifixedhima

quickmealthenservedhim.AfterthatImademyself

greenteaandjoinedhim.Heputhistrayonthe

coffeetable,turnedtofacemysideandthenplanted

asoftkissonmylipsIblushed.Herepeatedthisfor

uptothreetimes

Me:"you'remakingmefeellikeababy"

Him:"butaw'ngobabywam"?

Me:"aw'zofikaebantwanenibakhosew'ngena

thando"?

Him:"uyand'hlazakodwababe"

Me:"ndenzeni"?

Him:"you'remakingmefeellikeandik'thandi"

Me:"uyand'thandake"?

Him:"aw'funisihambengomso?Ndizok'bonisa

kakuhlethatIloveyou"?

Me:"ndilindelwenamhlanjeendlini.AndImissmy



kids"

Him:"andIseeyoudon'tmissme"

Me:"youcannevercompareyourselftomy

babies,theywillalwaystakefirstpriority"

Him:"butkaloknammand'fakwekwiipriorities"

Me:"baby"

Him:"baby"

Me:"youareaprioritykum,untildeathdouspart"

Him:"Isenseabut"

Me:"butfornow,youoweme"

Him:"Ioweyou?WhatdoIoweyou"?

Me:"xaumnkafortwofullmonthswhodoyouthink

ishusbandingme"?

Him:"hus-babyisthatevenaword"?

Me:"wellitisnow"

Him:"wellI'mherenow,andI'llbehusbandingyou

udeudikweundigxothe"

Me:"ityasihambebabe,nd'bakhumbulanyhani



abantwanabam"

Hedidn'trespondbutwatyawagqibathentookmy

bagssaphuma,Ilockedmyhousejustashewentto

putthebaginthecar.Xand'bhekajustasIhad

finishedlocking,myeyeslockedattheblueFortuner

inmydrivewayIfrozeonthespotjustasthedream

flashedback.Hewasalreadyinthecar,henoticed

thatI'mnotmovingsoheflickeredthelightsonme

butIdidn'tmoveonebituntilheloweredhiswindow

andpeepedout

Him:"ulindentoningoku"?

Me:"you'redrivingthis?ThisblueFortuner?Since

whendoyoudrivecolourfulcars"?

Him:"wellIdonow,masambekalokukuzodekube

latekakhulu"

Me:"buttatakheyoudidn'ttellmeuhambangale

moto,thisisexactlythesamecarIsawinmydream"

Him:"mamakheakhontoizokwenzekamasambe"



Me:"Ntandono,I'mnotgoinginthatcar.Ha.amntaka

bawoasozendiziseengcwabenindilibona"

Hesighedandgotoutandcalledtheguyswhoare

supposedtokeepaneyeonmeforsafetyreasons

tobringusacar.Hecametostandrightinfrontof

mestilltalkingonthephone

Ifoldedmyarmsndamjonganjeuntilhefinished

talking

Him:"Bulletiscomingwithanothercar,youcanrelax

now"

Me:"ayizolalaaphamosleimoto"?

Him:"ha.abazohambanayo"

Me:"nowcallMo"

Him:"butbabyhe'sre-"

Me:"ItoldyouandibawelikuyaMontingemoto

mna,soplease"



Him:"okayokay,noneedtobeupsetnow"

Me:"nowcallMokaloku"

Hekissedmycheekashedialedhispilotndalinda

mnainpeace,hisguyscamethroughbasisae

airportokond'thulekemnacozIdon'tunderstand

him.NdimxelelawhatIsaw,hewantstobeinit?Not

ngokuahambanam,azeenzeloomatshambaxa

ehambaneechomizakhemntakuloSaule!

Him:"Luu"

Me:"hm"

Him:"youdounderstandthatitwasjustadream

neh"?

Ididn'tanswerhim

Hecametositnexttomeinsilencebutpulledme

foracuddle,theflighttoELwasaquietoneuntilwe

landed.Acarwasalreadywaitingforussakhwela



andwenthome,xasifikaphandlengaphakwegate

ndabonabathelightswerestillonsothatgavemea

lilhopethatabakalali

Me:"Ihopethey'restillawake"

Him:"theycouldbe,kuseearly"

Wedrovein,sohlikasaphathisanaasIwenttoknock

onthefrontdoor.Obviouslywewereexpectedcoz

kukhoaveryhighstandardsesecurityphaya,sis

Fatimacametoopenwavuyayenak'qalaaswe

huggedandwentinsidendadlulamnandaya

elounge

Me:"molwenibethunani"

Everyonejumpedofftheirchairsbagilanaukuza

kum,IhuggedallofthembutIhadtopickupmytwin

Princesyhobebemkhumbulanaboumamawabo.I

pickedbothofthemndabulisaumakhuluwabothen



wesatdown,Oweandhissisterbehlelikutatawabo

assibuzaimpiloabantwanabambedlala

nangez'dlelezam,kissingumamawaboandtelling

meeverything.

Sinceitwasalreadylate,weallheadedtoourrest

rooms.Thetwinswereonthebedplayingtogether

whileIwasundressing,utatawaboebesayolalisaaba

badala.Ijoinedmysonssancokola

Uba:"mamam"

Uve:"hayUba,mamamloh"

IgotbetweenthemsadlalauntilNtandocameinand

joinedusbuttheyignoredhimwangathiakekho

Him:"kuthen'ndingahoywangamna?Ubaizakutata"

Uba:"zolal'umamammna"

Him:"Uve"



Uve:"ha.a"

Me:"bayekebabe"

Wecontinuedplayingyangath'abasozebalaleaba

buttheyeventuallydid,namndaphumla.The

followingdayIwokeupandwenttoprepare

breakfastforeveryone,usisFatsufikesend'gqiba

Her:"ohsew'gqibile"

Me:"ewesisi,ungayophumla"

Her:"ohokay"

Idishedupiporridgendaselaumamak'qalainher

room

Her:"heeeohmakoti,enkosimntanam"

Me:"uzophungairooibosorikofu"

Her:"rooiboswithoutsugar"



Me:"okay"

Iwenttoservemyhusbandndamnika

nezabantwanabakhe

Me:"nd'celaubatyiselove"

Him:"basalelenje"

Me:"uzobavusaxaugqibileukutyakalok"

Him:"mmkay,uzotyelaphiwena"?

Me:"nd'saphekamna"

Him:"ukhonausisFatsnje"

Me:"shecan'tdoumsebenziwamnobasendikhona

kalokubabe"

Ilefthimndayosebenzaezantsi,onceeveryonewas

upImadepreparationsforlunchandSinocameto

assist

Her:"somamasizohambanani"



Me:"ewesisi"

Her:"sihambanini"?

Me:"ngomsobabe"

Her:"ooh"

Ithoughtofastrategysomngenangalentokanina...

Me:"babydon'tyoumissAnelisa"?

Her:"ha.amama"

Me:"notnakancinci"?

Her:"haymamauAnelisa?Ha.ashame"

Me:"whatifItoldyoushemissesyou?And

maybe,she'dliketospendaweekendwithyou"

Her:"wellIcouldspeaktodaddyfirst,andmaybesee

herforthatweekend"

Me:"soyoumeanuyafunawena,butyou'llneed

daddy'sapproval"

Her:"ewemama"



Me:"ohokay"

OkaysonowIhadtosoftenNtandoupatleastfor

himtoconsidergivingAnelisaaweekendwithher

daughter.ThiswasgonnabehardcozIknow

exactlyhowhefeelsaboutthiswholesituationAND

ontopofthatIdon'tknowifIcantrustAnelisaat

all...ebengumntuoyaphesheyanotsolongagowhat

ifsheskipsthecountrynomntanakaNtando?

Ntandobroughtthetwinstothekitchen

Him:"Thandoambonxibasihambeni"

Her:"yhoIalmostforgot"

Shedroppedalasandrantoherroom,herfather

camecloserandplantedakissonmywaitinglips

Me:"kuyiwaphi"?



Him:"takingthemout,ufunauhambanawe"?

Me:"ha.a"

Him:"mh,don'toverworkyourself"

Me:"okaydaddy..."

Him:"ndiseriousLuthando"

Me:"ndiyakuvakaloktatakhe,justpromiseme

nizobasafeaphonikhuphelanakhona"

Him:"don'tworryyourselfsibadala"

Me:"hm"

Owecametohugme,hissisterfollowedastheyleft

thehouse.Isuddenlygotworriedcozyoucannever

betoocarefulkwindawoenoNtando,hislifenje

spellsandattractsdangerbutIkepttheminasilent

heartprayer.OncetheyweregoneInowhada

chancetohaveaproperconversationwithmy

mother-lawcozbendingafunibabuyenyhani

abantwanabam,thewayImissedthemthesepast

fewmonthsIdidn'twannagothroughthatagain...I

wenttoherelounge



Me:"mamacanwetalk"

Her:"izaizohlalaaph'ecalenikwamsisi,what's

botheringyou"?

Me:"haymamanothingisbotheringmethatmuch

butIwanttodiscusssomethingwithyou"

Her:"ohokay"

Me:"mamand'celaooUbabalobangabuyibona

xak'buyaooSino,nd'funauhlalanabo"

Her:"howwillyoucopekulebusinessyakhointsha

kengokmntanam"

Me:"Iwillcopejustfinemama,ndiyabakhumbula"

Her:"hayakhongxakibutkuzofunekaniphinde

nithathenoFatimaayokuncedisakaloku"

Me:"butwenauzoncediswanguban'mama"?

Her:"heee,andidingincedomnaLuthando,kalokkwa

yenaulaphakubaamaweleelephamntanam"

Me:"solilonkemamayoudon'thaveaproblemwith

metakingthekids"



Her:"theyneedtheirmotherandhereyou

are,andiboningxaki"

Me:"yhoenkosi"

Her:"butuncedeubabuyisexabekoyisa"

Me:"okayma"

Her:"umyen'akhoubusow'mxelelephof"?

Me:"yhulowo?Ufunandalekelise"

Him:"unyansilenje,namnd'funalendluithisaa

ngabantwana"

Me:"ha.amamanotnowyhu,maybenextyearorin

twoyearske"

Her:"kantikengew'zalaugqibengokuusemncinci"

Me:"mysonsaretwoyearsold...andinokwaz'

ubangxulela.Yhuumithankos'yam"

Shelaughedatme

Iwasafraidofgettingpregnantmnabecauseofmy

previousexperienceswithpregnancies,my

pregnancieswerenevereasyespeciallywiththa

AUBissueandthedepressinthereafter.
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Itookoutilaundrykamamafromher

bedding,clothingtohercurtainsndazivasa,Ieven

continuedtoezabantwanabamandthenonceIwas

doneIstartedspringcleaningtheentirehouse.Nge

lunchIaskedsisFatstodishupforuscoz

besend'phekileandNtandowasn'tbackyet

nabantwanabakhe.Iworkedmybuttoff!Iwasn't

complainingthough,nokousukuolunyenjevowon't

hurt.

WhenIwasdonewitheverythingIwenttobathand

freshenup,thenItookacarandwenthome.I

couldn'tleaveEastLondonwithoutgoinghomeeven

ifitsjustforafewminutes.SoIapproachedthe

housejustasacarwasdrivingoutsothewoman

stoppedandrolleddownherwindow...

Her:"hello"

Me:"hello"



Her:"I'mCharlene,canIhelpyou"?

Me:"uhm...Idon'tknow.Ijustwantedtospenda

coupleofminutesinhere"

Her:"inhere?Whoareyou"?

Me:"ohI'msorry,I'mTrinaandthisismyhome"

Her:"Trinayousay?Areyousureyou'renotlost,cozI

livehere"

Me:"youlivehere?Sincewhen"?

Her:"Idon'tmeantoberudebuthoneyIdon'thaveto

explainmyselftoyou"

Me:"you-"

Her:"nowifyoupls,Ihavesomewheretobe"

Inodandrolledupmywindowandreversedmycar

outofthatplace.

IdroveouttoMcD'sandboughtmyselfaBig

Mac,PepsiandaMcFlurrythenIcalledMarcus.Hay

hehadtoexplaintomewhatjusthappend,yhini

ugxothwalibhuluekhayantombi?



Hisphonerangforeternitybeforehiscurrent

girlfriendanswered-_-again?Likewhatthehell?

Her:"Marc'sphonehello"?

Me:"Lindahi,uph'uMarcus"?

Her:"usebathroom,wannaleaveamessage"?

Me:"nd'celauseiphonekuye"

Her:"uyavasa"

Me:"I'msurehecandryahandandtakethephone"

Her:"yho,eshe"

-_-

Thiswasnodaytoentertainher,Ihadreallife

problemstohandle.

Him:"littleone"

Me:"isshealsoyourPAnow"?

Him:"whatareyoutalkingabout"?



Me:"lasttimeIcalledyousheanswered,andyou

neverreturnedmycall"

Him:"Tee"

Me:"doesn'tmatter,canwetalk"?

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"didyouorKerisellourhomeinEastLondon"?

Him:"Idon'trecallanyonesellingourhome"

Me:"areyousure"?

Him:"yes.Why,whathappened"?

Me:"Iwastherejustnowandawomanbythename

Charlenelivesthere"

Him:"Charlene"?

Me:"andshedidn'tallowmein,Ijustwantedtoseeif

Icouldfindanythingvaluablethatcouldhave

belongedtomymother"

Him:"letmecallKeriandfindout"

Me:"okeydokey"

Him:"whatareyoudoinginEastLondonanyway"?



Me:"cametofetchthekids"

Him:"ooh,Imissyou.MaybeIshouldvisityounow

andspendaliltimewiththelittleones"

Me:"youshould,justdon'tbringyourgirlfriend"

Him:"hayTeedon'tdothat"

Me:"IknowIcan'tchooseforyouwhotodatebutI

don'thaveroomforherinmyhouse"

Him:"youdon'tlikeher,doyou"?

Me:"Idon'thavetolikeher,youlovingherisenough"

Him:"butyoudidn'tlikeLizeither,Ihadtobegyouto

tolerateher"

Me:"Ihadmypersonalreasonsforthat"

Him:"andLinda?Youhaven'tevengivenhera

chance"

Me:"Idon'tlikeherbecauseyouusedherkillanother

woman'sconfidenceandsheallowedyou"

Him:"youshouldbehatingmenottheotherway

round,shedidnowrong"



Me:"soyoudoagreethatyouplayedwithElizabeth's

feelingswhenyoucouldhavejustdumpedher"

Him:"wellItried,shejustwouldn'tbudge"

Me:"wellIstilldon'tlikeLinda"

Him:"Iwon'tforceyou,butnextweekIamcomingto

visityouinPE"

Me:"asIsaidatthebeginingofthistopic,youare

alwayswelcomeuncleMarc"

Him:"aytthen"

Me:"gotoyourLinda"

Helaughedandhungup.Iatemyfoodandheaded

backtothecarasIdialedmyhusbandwhiledriving

backhome,haiboImissedmybabieskaloku...

Him:"mntukaBeast"

Me:"Beastwomntu,uphinamfondininabantwana

bam"?

Him:"missusalready"?



Me:"Imissmykidsnotyou"

Him:"they'rehavingfunwithdaddyukhethe

ungahambinathi"

Me:"yhohaybethunamommymissesthemkodwa"

Him:"soyoudon'tmissme,youmissthem"?

Me:"haysukandizakwenzaniwena"?

Him:"akhontounondenzayonatu"?

Me:"ikhonake"?

Him:"nd'buzakuwekalok"

Me:"niqqaweaintfriendswhyshouldImissyou"?

Him:"butwecouldbefriendswithbenefitsthough"

Me:"naahI'llpass...butmaybeungayipersonal

traineryamcozIneedtolookhotforthiscoming

summer"

Him:"youneedtolookhot?Ucoldngoku"?

Me:"uyand'xelela"?

Him:"ndiyakubuza"

Me:"Idon'tknowkaloknguweonolwazi"



Him:"mmh,uphinand'sivaiimoto"?

Me:"nd'sendleleni"

Him:"uyaphindingekho"?

Me:"ndiyaendlini,Ijusttookadrive"

Him:"oohokay,khayeke"

Me:"haibowhocalledwho"?

Him:"kalokndigadeabantwanabakhomnasoIreally

havetoputthephonedown"

Me:"mmhkaykenizobuyanini"?

Him:"prettysoon,basadlalaiigamengoku.Last

round"

Me:"alrightkemntukaLuthando,utheuLuuwakho

mandik'xeleleuyakuthandaneh"

Him:"mxelelendithenamnd'yamthandantwana

yam"

Me:"sharpkentwana"

Him:"beforeyougo..."

Me:"mh"



Him:"uzotyantoniumntukaLuutonight"?

Me:"ufunautyantonitonightmntukaLuu"?

Him:"somethingfat,tasty,mouthwateringandmeaty"

Ilaughed

Him:"whyareyoulaughingkengok"?

Me:"toneyakhodoesn'tsayuthethangokutya

mfondini"

Nowhelaughed

Him:"heee,whatelsecouldbefat,tasty,mouth

wateringandmeatyifayikokutya"?

Yhondaphelayintsini..

Him:"hehLuthando.."

Me:"unomfazinjeuzotyalentouy'funayoZ'khali"

Him:"nd'yabulelaKhwalo"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandparkedthecarndangena

endlini,nd'fikaumamaengekho.IwenttoFats'



room...

Me:"umamauyephi"?

Her:"uyeecawenikwinkonzoyomama"

Me:"oohokay,ubuyawhattimenormally"?

Her:"phangepastthree"

Me:"ohokay"

Iwenttocookpapandstickymarinatedbeefwith

tastygravy,ebethesomethingmeatyandtastymos

sonantsikendimenzele.WhenIwasdoneIwentto

layonmybedforafewminutes,mybackwaskilling

meterribly.Ilayonmybellyandclosedmyeyes...

Mywaistwasinaknot:'(

Phaangepastfourcababend'shiyeiphoneyame

Kitchen,IheardaknockndaphakamakantiFats

cametogivememyphone.Apparentlyoneof

Ntando'sguyswascalling

Itookthephoneandlookedatthescreenjustas



Fatsleftandreturnedtowhereshewas

Me:"hello"

Him:"Mrs,ungakwaz'ukhaw'lezauzeaph'etown"?

Me:"ndizeetown?Nd'thethanabanikhona"?

Him:"uthethenoSlujahsisteri"

Me:"onhsondizaEntwenietown"?

Him:"ikhonaingxakiencincimadam"

Me:"ingxaki"?

Him:"Ican'tsaymuchrightnowbutcanyoucome"?

Me:"ohokay,phike"?

Him:"aph'eLife"

Me:"eLife?LifeasinLifethehospital"?

Him:"ewesisteri"

Me:"okay...who'shospitalized?Uph'uNtando?Where

aremykids"?

Him:"hesaidIshouldcallyou...I'llwaitforyouatthe



door"

Me:"hewethuS'lulamilebaphiabantwanabamkuyo

yonkelentouy'thethayo"?

Hekeptquiet

Me:"yesesuNtando"!

Igrabbedmyslippersandrushedoutgrabbingthe

carkeysonmyway.Istartedtheignitiondialing

Ntando'sphonewhiledrivingout,watshoku

Voicemailndaphindaenyebutendedwiththesame

result.ThewayIdrovetotown,thegraceofGod

carriedmecozbendingabonikwatrafficlightsmna

bend'qhubaqha.Ihadonethingfixedonmymind:

abantwanabam.ForonceIdidn'tcareabout

Ntando,he'sabigguybutthethoughtofmychildren

hurtinanywaycutmedeep.Iparkedandrantothe

frontdoorofthehospital,gqingaloS'lujah



Me:"S'lujah"

Henodwakhokelaepholengemind

Ifollowedbehindhimtrynacatchupbuthewastoo

fast

Me:"S'lujahwhathappened"?

Akhangeiqalenongath'ingandiphendulalechap

yahambaqha,heenteredawardandIheard

abantwanabehlekandakhendaconfusedfora

second.Xasingenakwelinyeicalandathintlango

Ntandosittingonabed,shirtlessandanursewas

bandaginghimaroundthemidsectionofhisupper

body.Myeyesroamedaroundtheroomlookingfor

abantwanabam,Isawonetwinbutcouldn'tfind

Ubabalo

Me:"uphiuUbabalo"?

Kwathicwaka...



Me:"uph'umntanambethuna"?

Thenursefinishedwhatshewasdoingandleft,I

wenttostandinfrontofNtandowithmyhandson

bothsidesofmywaist

Me:"uph'umntanam"?

Him:"babe..."

Me:"Ntandouphiumntanammani?UphiuUbabalo"?
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Isawhowhestrainedtotalk,mustbethewound

underthebandagesbutIneededumntanammna.

AkanobalaphayedwauUveliletu

Him:"ukhona..uyeza"

Me:"ukhonauphiNtando?Uyezaevelaphiulapha



wena"?

Him:"Luu"

Me:"hayplsdon'tLuume,nd'celaundinike

umntanamtorho"

Him:"uyezakaloku"

Me:"UYEZAUVELAPHINTANDOMANI"!

Him:"hewas..."

JustthenanothernursewalkedincarryingUba

Uba:"Umamam"

YhuIleftNtandoaphoandwenttotakemychild

fromthisnurse,myheartbroke...Iwantedtocry

rightthen.Hehadaplasterontherightsideofhis

headandabandageonthesamesidefromthe

shoulderdowntohishand.



Ihuggedhimtakingcautionnottocausehimany

morepainngomthunuka.

Me:"nanazam"

Him:"mamaisunguapha"

Me:"I'msorrynana,xolovah"

Him:"kay"

Me:"masambes'godukemntanam"

Him:"sambetata"

IlookedatNtandoquizzicallywithmyheadcocked

totheside,hejusttookhisvestbutworeist-shirt

sinceitwasloosefitting.

Him:"masambeni"

Me:"justlikethathuh?Mysonhasabandageuphis

entirearmbutyouhaveNoexplainationwhatsoever"?

Him:"sizothethaendlinimamakhe"



Me:"mxm"

Iwalkedoutwithmysonndangenakwimotole

bendizengayo,hefollowedwhileIbuckledUba

xandizovalaucangondabhekangayenabantwana

bakhebethecwakangathizichurchmice

Me:"yhintonngoku"?

Him:"as'namoto"

Me:"whathapp-mxmyouknowwhat,forgetit"

Iwenttomysideofthecar,hecameinandsatinthe

frontpassengerseatnexttomebangenanabanye

abantwana.OnceeveryonewasinIstartedthecar

anddroveoffokond'thecwakand'qond'a

ndiyacaphukangaphakathicozItoldhimbaazabe

safeespeciallyehambanabantwanaandnow

umntwanawamhasaplasteronhisfaceandan

armwrappedinabandage?Nx!Onethingaboutme

isthatifIdrivendicaphukathenuzoyivakwispeed



semoto

Him:"ispeedLuthando"

Iacceleratedndamvabaunyukelwangowakhe

umsindoyenak'qalaqhaakanachance.Safika

endlinindohlika,tookUbabalotothebedroom

ndambekaonthebedandjustsatdownnexttohim

ndamjongainsilence.Itouchedhisface,theside

thathadaplasteronwonderingwhathappened.I

touchedhisarmhewincedndamyeka,atearleftmy

eyendayosulantliziyowastornnyhaniespecially

whenIrealisedthatIwasn'tevenangryanymoreI

wasjustsad,emotionallyhurt.

Uba:"mama"

Me:"mh"?

Uba:"afunaitataUba"

Me:"kay"



Hedoesn'tunderstand.

Hisfatherwalkedinandremovedhist-shirt

wayovasa,and'mazikwayenauzovasanjaniene

bandageelingakayabutndaz'xelelamand'thulehe

knowswhathe'sdoing.

Hewalkedbackoutwithabathtowelwrapped

aroundhiswaistwahlalaphantsilotioninghisbody

insilence.Ubausedhisonehandandcrawledtohis

father

Uba:"tata"?

Him:"boy"

Heslowlyturnedandtookhimtohislap

Uba:"isungulenayakhoaphatata"?

Him:"xolondodaevha"



Uba:"isungueyakho?"

Him:"mh.mh"

Uba:"solievha"

Him:"sureboy"

Igotupandwalkedoutofthatroom,Icouldn'tstand

thepitypartytheywereplayinghayseyifanelebona

bantubayoshame.Ifirstwenttotheotherkids

bavasethenIwenttothekitchenandwarmedthe

foodfordinner,umamasifikeengekabuyiphofu.I

didn'twannatalknoNtandorightnow

ndizom'shoutand'thethenezintothatI'mnot

supposedtosayndizogqibandizisoleemvakoko.

Xand'phakawangenaumama

Her:"yhumntanamnguwelowenzeiwashing

engaka"?

Me:"bendingenantokwenzamama"

Her:"youshould'vejustrestedyhinimntanomntu"



Ijustlaughedasshewenttochangeherchurch

attirestocomfortableclothes,ndaqhubekeka

ndaphakandicingaukubainobayintonile

yenzekileyoadeabotshweisisuumyenamand

udibenenantoninjaniuUba?Whereweretheothers?

IdishedupthenItookukutyatotheloungefor

umamanoauntFats

Mama:"uphiumyeniwakhomakoti"?

Me:"Ithinkuzotyelaeroominmama"

Mama:"abantwanabona?"

Me:"ndizobabizangokubend'themabaqalebavase

mama"

Mama:"ohokay"

Iwenttofetchukutyakwabantwanandakubeka

eloungethenndayobajongandafikabegqibile

ndabathumelaeloungebayotya...



Uve:"mamaafuniUbama"

Me:"uzaw'qalautyekaloku"

Uve:"ha.anamamaafunaitatammanima"

Me:"heh"

Astheotherswenttoeat,ItookUveliletohisfather

ndafikaelelengomqolowithUba'sheadonhischest

ndambekanoUvendagoquka

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"canwetalk"?

Me:"no"

Ndaphumaandwenttofetchhisfood

nokwabantwanabakhethenndabashiyandayotya

nabanyeabantundaz'ncokolisanjesothatumama



angaqhaphelintocozuzond'buzaintweninziandI

wasn'tinthemood.

WhenweweredoneeatingIwenttowashthe

dishes,cleanedeverythingupthenndayovasa

ndaphumabeleleabantwanabam.Thetowelstill

wrappedaroundmybodyndabathathaonebyone

ndayobalalisakweyaboibed,Iwasn'tangrywithhim

anymorecozIknewhewouldn'tendangerhis

children'slivespurposefully.Maybetheshower

helpedabittodrawmetothisperspectiveIdon't

know.Iwenttolotionmybodyndanxibaipyjama

andwenttobednexttohim,nowIhadtotalktohim

nobaand'funicozebelelingaphezulukwengubo

Me:"Ntando"?

Hedidn'tmove

LookingatthebandageIfeltsorryforhim,hemust

havebeengivensomesedativestosleepoffthe



pain...

Islowlyshookhimwadewavulaamehlokancinci

Him:"hey"

Me:"phakama"

Him:"mh"

Heclosedhiseyesonceagain

Thenslowlywaphakamasothatndivuleiingubo

nam,ndangenaez'ngubeniwhilehewenttothe

bathroomwabuyawakhululawangenaethecwaka.I

hadlayonmyback,meaningandikalaliqha

ndiyacinga.

Him:"nd'celauxolomamakhe"

Me:"how'syourwound"?

Him:"itsokay"

Me:"sure"

Him:"Luu"



Me:"nd'celasilalengoku,pls"

Him:"IwanttotellyouwhathappenedkuUba"

Me:"youcantellmek'sasa"

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"Iheardyouthefirsttime,nowgoodnight"

Hekeptquiet

...

Ek'senindavukandavasaabantwanabambobabini

thenndayobenzelaipapa,wehadtoleaveEast

Londonbeforewelooseeachotherhere.Mama

cameoutenxibeiimpahlazecawe

Her:"heekaneneniyahambanamhlanjeLuthando"

Me:"ewemama,andingath'sizohambaungekabuyi"

Her:"haymand'qalendiyobhabhayisaabantabam

ke"



ShewenttoSinoandOwe'sroomwhileIcontinued

makingbreakfastforeveryone,onherreturnshe

kissedthetwinsandthenleftforchurch.Itook

Ntando'sfoodtohimndafikaxaevuka,hissonswere

rightbehindmephofnd'babonexandingenae

bedroom.Iputthetraynexttothebed,hewentto

thebathroomwabuya

Him:"thankyou"

IsatdownnexttohimasIwatchedhimeat,seeing

himinpainhurtmetooy'know.WhenIsawthathe

wasalmostdonendaqond'bamandimbuzewhat

reallyhappened

Me:"so...kwenzekeniizolo"?

Hebegannarratinghowtheywereshotat,ebehamba

noUbaabanyeabantwanaebashiyekuS'lujah.When

theshooterscouldn'tgethimtheyshotatthe

tyres,theyrolledoff-roadandthatshowmyson



sprainedhisarmandgotthescratchonhisface.

Me:"andyou?Howdidyougetwhateverthisis"?

Him:"kungokubesizamauphuma,Ithinkazinccut

me"

Me:"isittoodeep"?

Him:"ha.a..."

Me:"doesithurt?Liketheunbearablekindahurt"?

Him:"itsnottoomuch,don'tworryyourselfbabe"

Me:"I'msorry"

Heturnedandlookedatme,hepulledmecloseI

huggedhimcautiously.IrealisedhowluckyI'vejust

been,ifnotforGodI'dbemourningformyhusband

andmysonrightnow.

Me:"I'msorrynyhani"

Him:"stopapologizingLuthando,you'reamother



yourreactionyesterdayisexpectednakomphi

umzali"

Me:"Iwasscaredyho"

Him:"Iknow,andI'msorryforputtingyouthrough

that"

Ijustkissedhim.

Heresponded...

Uba:"haaayitatamani"

Weabruptlystoppedandlookedathim,thenbackto

eachotheryhondahleka.

Him:"uthin'boy"

Uba:"umamamlo"

Me:"oohsthandwasamama"

Ipickedhimupandkissedhischubbycheeks



wahleka,hisdadkissedtheothersidethenIputhim

onthebedalongwithhistwin,ndaphakama.

Him:"uyahambakengoku"?

Me:"endawen'bangend'senzanjani"?

Him:"wewerebusynjeapha,andwe'renotdone"

Me:"whosaidwe'renotdone?Cozndigqibilemna"

Him:"haubaby"

Me:"haysunditefelatatakhe,pls"

Hestoodupwithmeandheldmywaist,yazumntu

athiekucaphukisaubeumthandaevenmorethan

youshould.

Him:"Iloveyou,andIknowevenifyougetlividatme

thatwe'remeanttobesoyoucan'tbemadatme

forever"

Me:"you'refullofyourselfyouknowthat"



Him:"wouldn'tyoube"

Thenhekissedme,Imeltedimmediately.:'(Ihate

howhedoesthat,whateverthatis.Hepushedmeto

thedoorandpinnedmeonitstillkissingmetenderly.

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckandpulledhim

eventightertowardsmekeepinghiswoundinmind.

ThenIstoppedandlookedathim

Him:"what"?

Me:"mas'godukeni"

Him:"now?Asizolindaumakhuluabuye"?

Me:"Itoldheruzaw'buyasingekho"

Him:"oohu-"

Hewasdisturbedbymyphone...

Me:"privatehello"?

Him:"tellyourmantowatchhisback,hemightnotbe



asluckynexttime"

Me:"andwhoareyou"?

Him:"yourworstnightmare"

Thenhehungup...IlookedatNtandoandthenatmy

kids.Reallynow?
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Him:"whatnow"?

Me:"chomzakho"

Him:"ngobaniiichom'zamkengok"?

Me:"thepeoplewhowereshootingyoukaloku...

Khasuke"

Him:"oh,khand'pheiphoneyakho"

Me:"youcandothatnaseBhayibaby,pakisha"

Him:"howarewesupposedtoevengototheairport

knowingasikhosafekengoku?SaphaiphoneyakhoI

needtotracethatcall"



Me:"onceIgivelephonekuzojikailangasihlelikweli

montiandIwannagohome,okay"

Him:"soh-aaah!Shit"!

Me:"uzaw'thiniungathunakaliulibelekuphikisana

namngew'gqibilenopakisha"

Ilefthimandwentdownstairs,ndaqoqoshaand

wenttoFatima

Me:"sisiplspack,wehavetogetgoing"

Her:"okaysisi"

IreturnedbacktotheroomNtandowastalkingon

thephone,haven'tpackedyet.IwenttoOSino

ndafikabedlala

Me:"guysplspackyourbagssizohamba"

Owe:"ourbagsarealreadypackedsisisizovasaqha"



Me:"okaykevasani,andbequicktu"

Owe:"okay"

IleftthemndangenaxaesithiuNtando"niqqahow

thefuckamIsupposedtotracethatshitwhenshe

doesn'twannagivemeherflippenphone"

Ndangenamnandapakishaiimpahlazabantwana

bam,ezamnezakheuNtando.Xand'gqibahehungup

wand'jongawithonehandtouchinghis

stomach,kalokiipainssozezingadlalingaye

mntanomntuuzenzaisgoraucing'bauunvinceable.

Him:"Luthando"?

Me:"HaveyoucalledMo"?

Him:"Luthandondiyathetha"

Me:"Iguessnayek'zofunekaafounelwendim"

Him:"LUTHANDOFUCKMANI"



Me:"haydon'tfuckenshoutatme.Tshi"

Him:"canyoujustlistentomeforasec?Justa

secondume,uthuleund'mamelendithethe"

Istoppedndamjonga...

Me:"okayfine,talk"

Him:"IneedyoutogivemeyourphonesothatIcan

tracelecallndizoyaziwhoorwhatexactlyI'm

dealingwith"

Me:"likeIsaidbefore,youcandothateBhayi"

Him:"nowhowthefuckarewesupposedtoevengo

totheairport"?

Me:"howamIsupposedtoknow?Idon'tgoaround

makingenemies"

Him:"andhow'sthatgonnahelpusrightnow"?

Me:"Idonotknow,uyiBeastyou'llfindawayevenif

itmeanshiringachopperizos'thathaiphindeisisee

airport.Intoend'yaziyoisthatsiyagodukaright



now,bakanjanithatisuptoyou"

ItookmyphoneanddialedMoasIwenttopackour

bagsinthecar

Him:"FirstLady"

Me:"hiMounjani"?

Him:"ndirightMrsunjaniwena"?

Me:"ndiright,kungenzekaubaubeseEastLondonas

inrightnow"?

Him:"infifteenminutesyes"

Me:"ohthankyou,plscallmexaufikile"

Him:"okayMrs"

IhungupndaxelelaoSinobafakeiibagszabointhe

car,thenndabuyelakuNtando.

Me:"canwego"?



Him:"justgivemeafewminutes"

Me:"mmkay"

Isatdownndanxibisaabantwanabamizihlangu

Uve:"mamaitheniiUbayam"?

Uba:"wileyemotoyatatam"

Uve:"isunguleyakhoUba"?

Uba:"ha.aekatataisunguyona"

Uve:"tata"

CwakauNtando

Idressedthemneminqwazibasitheandinamedical

aidmnamntakadabawo.

Uve:"tatamm"

Me:"tatakhekaloku"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"yoursonistalkingtoyou"



Him:"uthinindoda"?

Uve:"isungulenayakhotata"?

Him:"uneworrykatatawenandoda"

Uve:"e.eeyaUbaisunguyona"

Him:"sizobarightndodaevha"

Uba:"sambemama"

Me:"itshokudaddymylove"

Justthenweheardahelicoptersoundhoveringvery

close

Him:"that'sourhike"

Me:"that?That'sachopper,right"?

Him:"andthenwhydoyoulooksurprised"?

Me:"heeeehayini"

Him:"yousuggestedachoppernjeLuthando,now

ndizenayoyinton'ngxaki"?



Me:"Ididn'tmeanitkaloku,Ididn'tevenknowunayoi

accesstoanychopper"

Him:"hayuyandixakashame,kengokukewhatdoyou

suggestwedo?Seeingsey'khonakeilindethina"

Me:"sizohambangayokaloku...Yhoheee"

HisphoneranghetookUveandhiscaseashe

answeredit,ItookUbathenIwenttoSinoandher

brotherbaphumanoSisFatswelockedthehouse

andheadedtothetwochopperswaitingacrossthe

house.Therewasonemore,theonethatwas

hoveringabovethehouse.Allofusgotinthetwo

thatwerewaiting,withourluggagesthenwewentto

theairport.Mongeziwasalreadywaitingpatiently

forussoweboardedthejetyasukumayandiza.

Ntandoebezihleleleinhisowncornerburiedinhis

laptopIdidn'tbotherhimnamke,Ijustbondedwith

mychildren.Allfourofthem.Weplayedboard

gamesandhideandseekuntilwelanded

Heprobablydidn'tnotice,Iguesshewasdeeply

thinkingngalentoyenzekileyo.



Therewerefourcarsalreadywaitingforus,wegotin

sagoduswaokouNtandoejongenenaletablet.

Whenwegothomendenzelaabantwanabonke

ukutyathenndayobalalisajustanapbavukebe

fresh,afterndibashiyebeleleIwenttosisFats

cottageatthebackndafikanayeengqengqile.

Me:"sisiulele"?

Her:"haybend'saphumzanjeumzimbasisi"

Me:"ohokaynoakhoproblem,ovukakwakhopls

comeandpreparedinnerforus"

Her:"alrightsisi"

Me:"thankyou"

Ilefthertorestndabuyelaendlini,wentupstairs...

Ntandowasstillgluedtothelaptop.

Me:"tatakhe"



Him:"nd'sebusymamakhe"

Me:"Iknow,thiswon'ttakelong"

Him:"hm"

Ijustwenttohimandtookitawaywand'jamela

Him:"LuthandoIsaidI'mstillbusywiththat"

Me:"Iknow,butyou'vebeenatitokoIalsowantto

spendtimewithyou"

Him:"I'vebeenatitokobecauseisafetyyenucomes

first,Ican'trestnotknowingwhatthenextmoveis"

Me:"baby..."

Him:"Luthando,Ineedtogetthatfinished.Now"!

Me:"kay"

Isulkedndamnikabackhislaptop



Him:"andyourphone".

IgaveittohimthenItookmytabletndahamba

ndayongqengqa.Iwantedtospendtimewithmy

husband,wewenttoEastLondonbutwedidn'teven

getamomenttocuddlekhendimve,ndimtefele

ndanele.Mxm.

AfteranhourortwoIgotupandtooktheicecream

tubandpouredacornerwithUltramelcustard

ndayohlalaphantsi,hefinallycamedownbuthewas

carryingasportsbagyhundabila

ngaphakathi,umqombothiwomcimbihadnothingon

me,Ievenwantedtocry.UNtandoangayenzanjani

intoyokuyaeKapaesandofika?Ndibandalomhlobo

na?

Hecametositnexttome

Him:"IhavetogotoCTrightaway"

Iignoredhimndatyaiicecreamleiphamb'kwam,yho

hayhebettercomewithabetterstrategytotellme



whateveritishewassayinginordertogetmy

attention.

Him:"Luu,I'mgoingtoCapeTown"

Iignoredhimstill,heputthebagdown,tookthetub

andlookedmeintheeye

Him:"Iknowyoudon'twantmeto,butitsforourown

good.AndizohlalaIjustneedtosortthisout"

Me:"khaw'saphalaicecreamNtando"

Him:"nd'sathethanawengoku,khaw'menge

icecream"

Me:"uthethanamuthini"?

Him:"IsaidI'mgoingtoCapeTown"

Me:"and"?

Him:"aaandwhat"?

Me:"exactly,ufunandithini?Hamba'fondiniifufuna



uhambaakhontoikubambileyo"

Him:"imuncukelentouy'thethayo"

Me:"inobandimuncunamungatshonje"

Him:"Idon'twantustofightLuupls,don'tmakethis

harderthanitalreadyis"

Me:"I'mmakingthishardforwho?How?Bytelling

youtogo?Kantiufunanikum"?

Him:"uyand'khalalakalokungokumamakhe"

Me:"aw'yazikeintooyifunakum,nd'celaiicecream

yam"

Hetookadeepbreaththengavemethetub,Itooka

mouthfultryingtomeltthelumpIhadinmythroat

andwhatwasmostpainfulisthathedidn't

understandwhatIwasfeeling.

Him:"Ithinkyou'rebeingunfairkodwaLuthando

especiallyknowingthatI'monlygoingtheresothat

sibesafe"



Me:"I'mbeingunfair"?

Him:"eweyou'reirrationalyunfairrightnow"

Me:"Iambeingunfair?Really"?

Him:"eweLuu,you'rebeingunfaircozuyayazi

andiyokonwabaeKapa"

Me:"youwannaknowwhatsunfair?Youbeingaway

foraverylongtimeasifyoudon'thaveawife,uhlale

threetofourmonthsngaphandlekomkakhonow

thatsunfair.Yazevenwhenyou'rebackyoudon't

maketimeforyourwifecabayenaakanazoii

feelingsfunekaakukhumbulefuthiakuthandexa

wenaukwimoodyakhe,nowthat'sunfair.Butyou

knowwhat,go.HambaiyaeKapa,makesurewe're

safengokuusishiyaaphaeBhayiwenauphaeKapa

akhonto"

Itookanothermouthfulandwipedatear,then

ndavelandatyaiicecreamyamndathula.Isaidwhat

Iwantedtosay,hekeptquiet.



Him:"baby"

Me:"Isaidgo,okay.Goke"

Him:"babysundigxotha"

Me:"haiboNtandohlalake.Tyhini"!

Him:"sundishout'akalok"

Me:"ufunantonikumNtando?Ndithini?Ufuna

uhambandiyak'khulula,uyaphindauyajikaaw'funi

ndithihlala.Stillthat'snotenough,whatexactlyamI

supposedtosayke?Youtellme"

Iatehalfthetubndazivanjebandihluthikamnandi,I

gotupandwenttorefridgeratetheicecream

ndabuyaesahleliphadeepinthoughtIjustlefthim

kanyexakungenausisFatsIwenttomyroom.I

undressedandwenttostandunderacoldshower,I

criedrightthere.

Me:"hewethuukhalelani?Justgetagripsubaweak

apha"



Whenselfspoketoselfndaphumanakuloshower

andwenttomyroom,hewalkedinndithambisa

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"babyitsfineIunderstand,hambauzobuya

silaphawaitingforyou"

Him:"IthinkI'llsendeverythingtoRangerandPolo

benzengokwabo"

Me:"ifyou'resure...butIwouldn'twantyouto

compromise.Ifyouhavetogo,thengo"

Hekeptquiet.
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Icouldseehe'sinbetweenconfusedandalittlebit

understanding.



Me:"babyhamba"

Him:"Ican't...Look,Ididn'tknowthatyoufeel

neglectedandIdon'tlikethat.Ithoughtyouknowing

mykindaworkyouwouldunderstandbetterwhenI

can'tbearoundallthetime"

Me:"kaloktatakheIunderstand,that'swhyndisithi

hamba"

Him:"justnowubundishout'aaboutleavingy'all"

Me:"thenIrememberedthatitsyourdutytoprotect

usanditsmydutytosupportyou"

Him:"Luuuyandiconfuserngokufondin"

Isatdown,itsneveragoodideatohavea

conversationwithmyhusbandndinganxibangacoz

akanoyibalaletowelheseesrightthroughit.

Me:"okaylisten,uyayaztrulythatIloveyoubutwith

thatbeingsaid,Ialsowanttofeellovedby

you,neededeven.Youaremyhusbandforgoodness

sakesoIshouldn'thavetobegforyourattentionyou



shouldknowwhenIneedyouevenifitsanhour

babyitcountssomuchyouhavenoidea.Andthen

ontopofthatyouhaveabadwoundthatneedsto

betakencareof,nursedandasyourwifeyour

wellbeingispartofmydutiesespeciallywhenyou're

riskinglikethis.Webothknowyoushouldbetaking

itslowlyuntilyouhealproperly,Ishouldbetaking

careofyouuntilI'msureuright.But,Iknowyou

havegoodintentionsandwe'reyournumberone

priority,soisoursafety"

Him:"butyousaidotherstuffLuu..."

Me:"Iknow,IguessIfelthurtthatwenausandofika

aphaanduphindauhambesosoonyetwehaven't

spentmuchtimetogether.Youcan'tblamemefor

that"

Him:"okay"

Me:"butkengokwehavefourchildrenthatneedto

besafeandprotectedbyus,Iguessmewaitinga

littlelongerwon'thurtthatmuch.Underthe

circumstances"

Him:"soyou'resayingIshouldgo,likenyhaninow



aw'khalali"?

Me:"ha.ababyand'khalali,ifyouhavetogothengo"

Him:"okay"

NdaphakamandanxibaiiPJ'sngokuasahleliyo,I

openedthedoorandsawSinodownstairshelping

SisFatswiththecooking.Ndaqond'bamand'bayeke

baphekisaneIsomaclosedthewindowsand

curtains,myhusbandwasonthephonesoIsat

downnexttohimndamlindaathetheagqibe.

Whenhewasdonehelookedatmeforalooong

minute

Him:"usurebaugrandngokuhambakwam"?

Me:"ewe"

Him:"thendrivemetotheairport"

Me:"youhavedrivers,letthemdriveyoutothe

airport"



Him:"Iwantyoutodriveme"

Me:"Iamtiredtatakhe,Ihavetobeatworkk'sasa.

Plsaskyourdriverstodriveyou"

Him:"usureaw'khalalinyhani"?

Me:"hehakeNtando"

Him:"kalokIdon'twanttogoungafunindihambe"

Me:"IjusttoldyouIdon'twantyoutogo,butIhaveto

understandwhyyou'regoingthatswhyI'mletting

yougo"

Him:"okay...I'llbebackimmediatelysigqiba

ngalewayandspendasmuchtimewithyou"

Me:"cool"

Hegotup,tookhisbagandpulledmeupbythearm

ndamhleka.

Me:"und'saphiNtando"?

Him:"aw'zondikhuphakeatleast"



Me:"ha.amfondinikhaw'hambe"

Him:"nd'khuphekaloksthandwasam"

Iletgoofhim,openedmyblanketsndangena

ndamjonga,hejustsmiledandcametokissmethen

wahamba.Ifeltmyheartrippingndanes'gqukru,I

guessthisiswhattheymeantwhentheytoldmeas

awifeandamotherImustbeabletosacrifiseandI

shouldgetusedtoorratheracceptthatIwon't

alwaysbepriority,myfamilycomesfirstnomatter

what.IshutmyeyesasIfeltthestingoftears

peepingatthecornersndaz'yekazehla.It'sactually

painful,itreallyhurtshavingtospendmonthsand

monthsawayfromyourhusbandbecauseof"work"

andbeexpectedtounderstandokobecauseyou

knewwhatyouweregettingyourselfintowhenyou

said'Ido'.Umntualibalethatbeforeheusedto

maketimeforyououtofhisbusyschedule,heused

toflyinekseniahambemidnight,orfetchme

siyohlalasobabinieKapaaweekortwobutthathad

slowlyvanished.Thespontaneitystoppednje,Iheard

thekidscomingtowardsmyroomsoIcleaned



myselfupandwaitedforthemtocomein.

Sino:"mamauzobuyaniniutata"?

Me:"and'mazibaby"

Owe:"isitokayifwesleepwithyoutonight,sincedad

left"?

Me:"oh-kay,butsisFatsisstillmakingdinner."

Owe:"eweafterwe'veeatenkaloksisi"

Me:"akhoproblem"

Wejustchilledthereuntildinnertime,thenwewent

toeatdownstairs,theybulliedmeintowatchinga

moviebalalaisadlalasonowIhadtotakethemone

byoneupthestairstomyroom.Oncetheywereall

inbedItookoutclothesfortomorrowjustmatching

denims,whitevestandAllstarsthenIgotinbed...

Evecalled:

Me:"EvelynSmith"



Her:"littleone,hoegaandit?

Me:"lekkerenjy"?

Her:"baielekker,hoebesigisjythisweek"

Me:"ekisaltydbesig,hoekomvrajy"?

Her:"Iwasthinkingofcomingtoyouvirdiewedding

preparations"

Me:"okaytiscool,youcancomewheneveryoufeel

like"

Her:"I'llbetherelunchtimetomorrow"

Me:"aytthen,seeyou"

Her:"sharp"

AfterthatItoldmyselfIshouldn'tbotherNtando,let

mejustgetsomerestandbefreshfortomorrow.

JustasIwasslowlydozingoff,hecalled

Me:"mh"?

Him:"Iarrivedsafely"



Me:"sho"

Him:"arethekidsasleepalready"?

Me:"yeah"

Wakhewathula...

Iwaited,almostsleepingwhileonthephone

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"hm"

Him:"kuyoyonkelentojustknowthatndiyak'thanda"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"nilalegrandke"

Me:"nawe"

Wehungup.

...



FollowingdayIwokeupandwenttowork,Libhongo

provedthatshedeservesmytrust.Eventherestof

theteam,mytargetthisweekwastomakesurethat

allfourbusinessesareupandrunningincludingthe

beautyparloursoIreallydidn'thavetimewaste

mopingaroundIhadatightscheduleespeciallywith

Eveandherweddingcomingup.PasttenIgotacall

fromSive(Luke'swife)

Me:"makoti"

Her:"eyonantokenguweumakoti"

Me:"hewethuuphikisananendodakaziyakho"?

Shelaughed

Her:"unjani"?

Me:"I'mcoolunjan'wenamamakababa"?

Her:"I'mgreat,Ihearyouhaveaboutiquekwelocala"

Me:"ohuLulukanene"

Her:"ukuncedilekeyazcoznd'funauk'nikaleyam



alongwithmyclients"

Me:"whaohwait,uthiniSive"?

Her:"kalokIalsohaveaboutiqueaph'eJo'burg,but

nowthatwe'rerelocatingIdon'tneeditsondifuna

uk'nikayona"

Me:"yhobraI'mstillbuildingupfourbusinessat

once,wherewillIgetmoneytobuyyouout"?

Her:"Idon'tremembermyselfmentioningselling

though"

Me:"uthinikanti"?

Her:"ndiyakuphaS'bongile"

Me:"what"?

Her:"heeewhyaresoslowtoday?Anywaywhencan

youbeinJoburgsothatwecandothepaperwork"

Me:"heeeuSivebawo!Okay,okayareyouinJo'burg

rightnow"?

Her:"yesIcametotiesomelooseendsbutI'm

leavingtomorrowmorning"

Me:"okay...lemmetrymyluckthenI'llgetbackto



you"

Her:"okaylove"

Istillcouldn'tbelievemyears:DNalique'sboutique

wasabouttohaveabranchinoneofthecountry's

capitalcities?Johannesburg?YhukantiuThixo

unjanina?

IhungupanddialedMo,asozend'khuphemali

ekhonamakabuyenakweloKapamntakadabawo.

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"IneedyoutobeinPErightaway"

Him:"NdizoyaeJo'burgafterlunchtimeMrs"

Me:"makeitbeforelunchplsMo,Ihaveanurgent

meetingtoattend"

Him:"OkayI'lltalktothebigguy"

Me:"okay,before12keMo"



Him:"suremadam"

IhungupandcalledEve...

Her:"NaliqueyaBeast"

Me:"ndikuphoxekemna,whereareyou"?

Her:"I'minSandton,why"?

Me:"I'llbeinJoburgbylunchtimesoundilinde

sizobuyatogether"

Her:"afreeflightforme,thankGodIhadn'tbooked

theticket"

Me:"yeahwhatever,byebye"

Her:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Ihungup,packedmybaganddrovehome.Mna

xand'siyaeGoliIhavetobeonstandardlookunless

I'mgoingwithmyhusbandthenIdon'treally

care,buttherearesomanyenemiesthatI've



managedtomakeformyselfkwelacalasoIhaveto

slay.

Ifreshenedup,tookoutawhiteVersacesweetheart

necklinepencildressthatwascalf-lengthandhada

front-slitreachingupalilabovetheknee.Matched

thatupwithpeachstilsandapeachandwhitemaxi

clutchbag.Iside-brushedmyweaveandletit

bouncebelowmyshoulders...Xand'phuma

ndidibananoSino

Sino:"yhumamaawumhle"

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Sino:"uyaphindauyaphangelamama"?

Me:"ndiyaeJoburgbaby,I'llbebackwithauntEvelyn

late"

Sino:"ohokay,youreallylookbeautifulmama"

Me:"thankyousweety,byebye"

Ikissedhercheek,drovemycartotheairportand



wenttogrababiteasIwaitedforMotocallme.

AfteracoupleofminutesIsawthejetlanding

ndaphakamaandwalkedtoittextingSivetotextme

backwhere'llmeetwhenI'velanded.WhenIgotto

thejetMojustsmiledatme,Ntandowastherewith

hisentireentourage

Me:"gentlemen"

Them:"bosslady"

RangerwhowassittingnexttoNtandogotupsoI

couldsitdown,Ikissedhim(hubby)onthelipssome

ofthegentscoughed

Him:"haycimelanimakwedini"

Theymumbledwhiletheotherslaughedthenthey

continuedwiththeirdiscussions,whileweconversed

insoftwhisperslikelovestickenteens



Him:"youlookbeautiful"

Icrossedmylegssittingasaladyshould,hishand

landedonmythigh

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"Mosaysyou'reattendinganurgentmeetingin

Jo'burg"

Me:"yeah,andndizobuyanoEve"

Him:"uyakuye"?

Me:"ha.a"

Him:"uyakubanikebabe"?

Me:"haybabemnaakhangend'fikendinibuzeba

niyaphi"

Him:"babyyoucan'tlookthishot,gotoJo'burg

middaytosomeurgentmeetingandthenexpectme

nottoaskquestions"

Me:"DidyousayIlookhot"?



Him:"heee,Luuyoulookperi-perihot.Ingath'

aw'nabantwana"

Me:"ikhonaintoengathindinomyenibabe"?

Hishandmovedfrommythightomylefthandina

flash,Ilaughedsohardmystomachhurt.

Me:"whydoIsensesomejellyhere"?

Hemumbledsomething,ndavelandamhlekanje.I

knewwhatwasreallyfrustratinghimwasnot

knowingwithwhomamIhavingthismeetingin

Jo'burgogqibandingamxeleliazovango

Mo,ndiphindendibemhlekangaka.Thisjealous

versionofhimentertainedme,heknowsjealousy

doesn'tsuithim.Itneverhas,andprollyneverwill.
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SancokolanoNtandonjeendiphekaendophula

ngalemeetingandIwasn'tgivingawaytu.Ubuzwa

ng'baniyena?



Him:"butbaby,khaw'deuthethekalok"

Me:"I'mthirsty...niselantoniapha"?

Him:"Ranger"?

Rangercameasquickashisbosssaidthe'er'atthe

endofhisname

Him:"shogrootman"

Bae:"umfaz'wamucelaidrink"

Him:"sureta,whichdrinkdoyouwantMrs"?

Me:"Redwinepls"

Bae:"isekhonamosijuiceRanger"?

Him:"ewegrootman"

Bae:"mnikeebandayo"

Hehehe!



Rangerwenttofetchmy'drink',returnedwiththis

fruitjuicendamjonganjemna

Him:"nantsilewayMrs"

Me:"Ithinkibifunwengubosswakho"

Bae:"ndim?Butyou'rethethirstyonehere"

Me:"true,andIrequestedredwinenotijuice"

Bae:"redwinebabe?kodwayou'resayingyou're

attendingameeting"

Me:"redwineRanger"

RangerlookedatmethenbackatNtandowhojust

shruggedsendingRangerbacktothebarfridge.

Him:"wenzani"?

Me:"babypls,notnowandmostcertainlynothere"

Him:"o-kay"

Me:"thankyou"



Anunopenedbottleofredwineandtwoglasses

emerged,Iopeneditmyselfandpouredmyown

glassthenIturnedtolookatNtando

Me:"uyafunababe"?

Heshowedmehisglassofwhiskey,Inodandclosed

thebottlethenIchilledwithmyglass.Ismeltthe

wine,itsenttinglesdownmyspine,allovermybody

andthenItookasip,closedmyeyesasIthrewthe

wineallroundmygumsenjoyingandsavouringthe

woodyyetsweettaste

Him:"Ididn'tknowyouactuallyenjoyedthat"

Me:"I'msureaw'yazinobaihlalaikhonaendlini"

Him:"youactuallybuywine?Wena"?

Mh...Iwantedtothrowalowblowathimndimxelele

thatifhespentatleastanhourendlini



engaphazanyiswantohewouldn'tbethissurprised

butIdecidednottocozand'zelangalontoaphaIjust

hikeijeteyaeGolisolemmebehave.Ienjoyedmy

wineinsilence,Icouldfeelhewaslookingatme

behindhisglassashesipped.Ifelthiseyesboring

intomysoul,hewasgivingmethatcreepystareand

thistimeweweren'tevenfacingeachotherbutIfelt

itintensely.

Me:"sayit"

Him:"saywhat"?

Me:"what'sonyourmind,you'restarringatme"

Him:"I'mnotstarring,I'madmiring"

Me:"mmh"

AsItookanothersip,hecameclosertomyear,his

handthatwasonmythighmovingupclosetomy

waistandwhispered:

"youhavenoideahowI'mrefrainingmyselffrom

justrippingthisdressapartandpinningyoutothis



couch"

Igiggledalmostchokingonmywine,Iputtheglass

downbeforeIspillitonmydress,satsidewaysand

crossedoneofmylegsoverhislapsoasourbodies

touched,oureyesmet

Me:"pity...youonlygettolookandthere'snothing

youcandoaboutit"

Him:"whyareyoudrivingmecrazytoday"?

Me:"whyareyoudrivingyourselfcrazy"?

Hekissed,IsmiledatthefrustrationbeforeIkissed

himbacktheabruptlystoppedwhenIfeltthejet

landing.Ifixedmyself,downedtherestofmywine

andwhentheexitopenedIkissedmyhubby'scheek

ndaphuma

Him:"us'shiyelani"?

Me:"becausewe'renothereonthesamemission...



ThankyouMo"

Mo:"sharpmadam"

Ileftthempha,enteredacabandwenttoSive's

boutiquewhereshesaidweshouldmeet.

...

WhenIreachedthatplaceIsawthatthedoorwas

halfopenedsoIknockedandwalkedin

Her:"heeyyou,damnyoulooksodamnsexy"

Me:"thankyou,thankyou"

Her:"howdidyourhusbandletyoucomeherealone

kweziwolveszingaka"?

Me:"hahaplsdon'tgothere,he'sprobablyblowinga

gaskettryingtotrackmerightnow"

Her:"wenzaiyesesmanyhu"

Me:"hah,stopitpls.Thisisaniceplace"

Her:"youlikeit"?



Me:"Iloveit,worseikwindawoerightforbusiness"

Her:"so,shallwegetdowntobusiness"?

Me:"yesma'am"

Wesatdownandgotintothebusiness,sheactually

gavemeherbusinesswithnostringsattached

whatsoever.TjoIfeltlikejumpingupanddownyi

excitement,especiallywhenshemailedthe

documentstometoreadthroughwhenIhavetime.

KalokuIammyownlawyerizintozamndiyazenzela

unlesskeandyaz'kubethwaabaphiorIdon'thave

timeIusemyhusband'slawyer

Me:"thisishardtobelievebro,thankyousomuch"

Her:"congratulationssister,butIsooodon'twanna

beinyourshoes"

Me:"moreresponsibities,ahaIknow"

Her:"sonowthatwe'rethroughwiththe

formalities,canwegooutforadrinkortwo"



Me:"please"

Welockedthepropertyandwenttohercar,gotin

anddroveout.

Her:"ndibawelanenyamamna,doyouknowofa

goodplace"

IgaveherdirectionstotheonlyplaceIknow,justas

wewereparkingIgotacallfromthebigguy

Me:"nankokeSive"

Her:"yourhusband"?

Me:"yeah..."

Her:"khamfakekuloud"

Iputthephoneonloudspeaker

Me:"Excuseme...Baby"?

Him:"baby,ugodukaninikanene"?



Me:"hayuzandenzani"?

Him:"nd'cingaukubandikulindekalok"

Me:"ndishiyes'thandwasam,I'llcallMotocome

fetchmexandireadytogo"

Him:"ndishiyeumkameJo'burgbaby?"

Me:"ewelove,shiyauMfaziwakhoeJo'burg"

Sivewassilentlyinstitchesaswesatdownand

motionedforawaitortocometoourtable

Him:"aw'kazogqibawena"?

Me:"babybaph'oRanger"?

Him:"wewenttodroptheminSwaziland,whydoyou

ask"?

Me:"kantiubungahambinabowena"?

Him:"ha.abend'bakhapha,andIthoughtyoumight

needumntuwoncokolaonyourwaybackhome"

Me:"ohbutItoldyoundizobuyanoEvenje"



Wathula,IcouldseeSiveandthewaitorwerewaiting

formetomakemyorder

Me:"babyplsholdkancincivha,Ineedtoattendto

someone"

Him:"okay"

Ibrowsedthemenuandabonantoiinteresting

besidesthespecial

Me:"hibhut'nd'celatoday'sspecialnecremesoda

pls"

Waitor:"okaysis"

Heleftndabuyelakuhubby

Me:"baby,usekhona"?



Him:"ewe,canIcallyouback"?

Me:"shap"

HehunguptjoasamhlekanoSive

Her:"yhuumyeniwakho"!

Me:"uzaw'thigqiaphayou'llsee"

Her:"judgingbythatphonecall,Iwouldn'tbe

surprised"

Ourfoodcamethrough,wedugin.Halfway,Ntando

cameoutoftheShisaNyamaofficeehambanoMo

andoneotherguy.Sivesawthemfirstwand'krweca

ehleka,MolookedatoursideIpretendedtonotsee

himwavingjustasEvelyncalled

Me:"mamaBooboo"

Her:"hey,wherearewemeeting"?



Me:"attheairportinanhour"

Her:"alright"

BythetimeIhungupfromthephonecallNtando

andhispeoplejoinedus,Idon'tknowwhattheyhad

beentalkingaboutbuteveryoneelsewaslaughing

exceptforhim.Sivewasevencryingkuhleka

Me:"nimenzeniuSivebabe"?

Him:"and'bazibabenguMongezi"

Phaphindabaqalaaphobebeyekekhonandaxakane

nento,justthenaguyIoncemetincompasseyi

friendkaEvebutendedupbeingoneofmylaw

tutors,uKabelosawmeandcametoourtable

Kabs:"Trina,hey"

WithexcitementIgotupandweactuallyhugged



Kabs:"youlookgood,howareyou?Infactwhereare

you?Inevergottoseeyouafterthegraduation"

Kwathicwakaetafileni,Siveclearedherthroat

Me:"wherearemymanners?Lemmeintroduceyou:

thisismyhusband,that'shispilot,hiscolleagueand

thatladyismybrother'swife.GuysthisisKabelo,my

expartimetutor"

Kabs:"nicetomeetallofyou"

Sive:"we'regladtohavemetyoutoo"

Kabs:"canIstealherforaminuteortwo"?

Me:"ofcourse...Ndiyabuyane"

Wewalkedoutheadingtotheexit

Him:"sowheredoyoulivenow"?

Me:"tjoKabsImovedtoPEfortheinternshipand

somasettledthere"



Kabs:"ohthatLegalWiseinternship?Wow,you

shouldgivemeyournumber,Ihavecomeupwith

sermonsforfirstyearlawstudents"

Me:"wait,areyoustilllecturing"?

Kabs:"fulltimenow"

Me:"congratsman"

Wespokeforaboutfifteenminutes,huggedand

departedafterIgavehimmynumberthenIreturned

tothefam.Ntandowaseatingmyfood

Me:"babyyou'refinishingmyfood"

Him:"celauKabeloakuthengeleokunye"

Me:"huh"?

Sive:"ignorehimikhonainyamaezayo"

Ilookedathim,hekeptastillface..



Me:"unyanzelwayintoni"?

Him:"kukuthanda"

Me:"mnk"

Themeatcamesatya,afterthatIhuggedSiveand

leftwithNtando.Westillhadsomecoupleof

minutesbeforeEvearrive...

Me:"khand'thengeleiMcFlurrybabe"

Him:"aw'hluthanga"?

Me:"itshobaaw'funibabe"

Him:"I'mjustasking,and'thangaand'funi"

Ilefthimandwenttobuylentoformyself,Imadean

order,xand'khuphaicardhewasrightbehindme

Him:"hi,whateversheorderedmakeittwo"



Drama!

HegavethetellerR50sathathaintozethuandwent

towaitatthejet,sahlalaononecouch

Him:"ngowaph'uKabelo"?

Me:"ngowalaph'eJo'burg"

Him:"howlonghaveyouknownhim"?

Me:"sincemyfirstyear,whyallthesequestionsna

baby"?

Him:"I'mjustwonderingwhythisismyfirsttime

hearingofhim"

Me:"uyakhweletababy"?

Cwaka

HayIlookedathim,heaintseriouslyjealousofKabs

nowishe?

Me:"haibonababy,ukhweletelauKabeloofall

people"?



Him:"youjustseemedtoobubblywhenyousawhim"

Me:"andthat'saproblem"?

Him:"itmademefeeluncomfortable,okay"

Me:"butyouknowIloveyounjena,youalone

s'thandwasam"

Him:"Iknowthat"

Me:"thenwhyuz'ngcungcuthekisakanjewhenwe

bothknowyounevershare?"

Hedidn'tanswerme,Iputmyflurrydown,tookhis

andputitnexttominethenIpulledmydressupa

bitandsquattedonhimpullinghisfaceuptoface

methenIkissedhim...

JustasIfelthimmeltingIstoppedndamjonga

Me:"youknowIknowyouright?LikeIknowyoulike

thebackofmyhand"

Him:"oh-kay"



Me:"tellmethetruthnow,whydidn'tyougoto

Swaziland"?

Him:"bendingahambimnaanyway"

Me:"tryagainnana"

Him:"Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay"

Ikissedhimagain,awetsloppykissIknewwill

awakenuJojoeventheBeastitself...

Me:"youdoknowthatyou'reusuallythisparanoid

andinsecurewhenyouhaveanyatsi,right"?

Him:"babyuyand'accuser"?

Me:"no,I'mjustasking.Butsinceyoudon'tplanon

answeringthatletmeshowyousomething"

[Ikissedhisneckdown,upbacktothelipsandyesI

wasaroused,hishandsanddeepmoanswerea

confirmationthatwe'reinthesameboat]



.
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ThenIstoppedandlookedathimwithasmileonmy

face

Me:"youneedtolearntotrustme"

Him:"Itrustyou"

Ikissedhimagain,Icouldfeelthathewascloseto

loosingcontrolandIdidn'twanthimto...justyet.

Me:"thenwhyungayangaeSwazini"?

Him:"Ididn'twantto...Icouldn'tleaveyoufor

anotherthreemonthsagain,especiallyafterourlast

conversation"

Me:"sothisisjustahusbandcancellinghisbusiness

plansforhiswife"?



Him:"thisisNtandotakingresponsibility,justfor

oncemakinganefforttoseehisLuthandohappy"

Me:"mmh,Iguessthisismyluckyweek"

Him:"andthat'sthementalityIwanttoerase,you

can'tconsiderspendingtimewithmeasluck"

Me:"isitablessing?"

Him:"Idon'tknow,butitaintluck"

Ikissedhimagain,hisrighthandwentupmyleg

rightundermydress

"eewgetaroomwillya"?!

IliterallyjumpedoffNtandoatEve'svoice,hejust

chuckledandpouredhimselfwhiskey

Me:"whydidn'tyoucall"?

Her:"Ijusthappentoknowthisjet...makeway,this



bagisheavy"

Him:"whyamInotsurprised"?

Her:"taBeast,pls.Wehaveaverylooongweek

ahead"

HelaughedatherasIfixedmyself,Motookoffas

soonaswewereallcomfortable.Isatwithmy

husband,EveonherownprobablychattingwithLD

cozshewasallsmilesandgigglyfocusedonher

phone.

Ntandoontheotherhandwasalltouchyand

whisperymntakaGod...

Him:"rememberweaintdonehere"

Me:"weaint"?

Him:"ha.ababydon'tgimmethatlook"

Me:"andwhatlookizat"?

Him:"Luusubanaughty,whydoIsenseyouwanna

punishmenje"?



Ikissedhisneckup

Bithisearlobe

Andwhisperedback..sosoftlyandseductively

Me:"I'mgonnamakeyoubegforit"

Helookedatmedeepintheeyes,Ismiledathis

seriousface.Hisonehandhadthewhiskey,theother

slowlysliddownmybodyandgrabbedmybehindI

almostscreemedyishock,healmostlaughed.

Me:"soyouhaveanaughtysidetoo,bhut'Ntando"

Him:"ifyoursisterwasn'thereI'dshowyoumore"

Me:"we'llhaveplentyoftimeendlinihoney,relax"

WiththatIlayonmyback,myheadonlapuntilwe

landed.HecarriedEve'sbagasweenteredmy

awaitingcaranddrovehome.Uponarrival,thekids

wereplayingoutsidesoasthecardroveinthey

stoppedandwatched.Iparked,kwaphumaubaby



k'qala,theydroppedeverythingandrantohim.I

cameoutwithEve,theylefttheirdadandsplittome

andtheiraunt,IpickedUbaupandkissedhim.Uve

wasinEve'sarms,SinocarriedmybagandOwewas

withhisdadaswewentinside.ItookEvetoher

roomtofreshenupbeforewehittheroadonce

again.Wehadalottodoinaweek

Me:"sowhatexactlyarewelookingforthisweek"?

Her:"everything,Ihaven'tstartedonanything"

Me:"thatmeanswe'restartingnow,freshenuphoney.

Wegatworktodo"

Her:"andyourhusband"?

Me:"he'llbefine"

Her:"okaythen..."

Ileftherandwenttomyroom,myhusbandwaswith

hiskidsonmybed.Itookoutandchangedinto

denimcutouthighwaistskinnyjeans,white

highneckcroppedteewithwhiteJordans.Isawmy



husbandgawkingatme

Him:"goingout"?

Me:"yeah,I'mplanningEve'sweddingsowehaveto

getstartedrightaway"

Him:"butwejustgothome"

Me:"Iknow"

WhenIwastdoneItookaslingbag,packedtwoof

myphonesandmywalletthenIkissedallmykids

stoppinghalfwaykuNtando

Me:"Iloveyou,kay"?

Him:"kodwaund'shiyandedwakwakhond'fika"

Me:"ufikeatmybusiestweek,butasIpromised,we'll

findourowntime"

Him:"hm"



Ikissedhim,lefthimwithan"Iloveyou"asIbumped

ontoEveonourwaydown.

Weleftinmycarandwenttoacakefactoryfirst,the

samethatmademyveryown.

Me:"sowhatflavoursarewetakingEve"?

Her:"wellIwantanallchocolatethreetiercake,but

Lwandowantsthreedifferentflavours"

Me:"oh-kay"

Her:"soIthinkweshoulddothetoptieraschocolate

withchoc-strawberryfilling,secondoneasvannilla

withlemonfillingthenthelastwillhavetobered

velvet"

Me:"seemslikeyouknowexactlywhatyouwant"

Her:"withthecakeyes...witheverythingelse,no"

Weplacedthecakeorder,Evehadsetawedding

datetotwomonthsfromthedaywebegan

shopping.Afterplacingthecakeorderweleft,Idrove



toWimpyjustfortheirmilkshakeandopenspace

cozIneededtositdownwithmysisterandfindout

whatexactlyarewedoing,Iwantedtoknowthe

budgetinfact.

Weparkedandgotinside,madeourshakeorderthen

gotdowntobusiness

Me:"mntasekhayaIneedtoknowyourbudget,okay?

Wehavetohireoutavenue,arewebuyingorhiring

yourdress?Howmanydressesdoyouwant?What

kindavenueareyoulookingfor?Doyouhavea

bridalparty?Entourage?Enlightenmepls"

Shetookadeepbreathin...

Her:"IjustwantasimpleweddingTee,Idon'tknow

allthesethingsyou'retalkingabout"

Me:"gimmeabudgettoworkwiththen"

Her:"hundredthousand"



Me:"what?A100kjustonaweddingnje?Who's

paying"?

Her:"thewedding,honeymoonflightsand

accomodation"

Me:"who'spayingkalok"?

Her:"webothare"

Me:"wowokay...Ineedatheme,menu,exactnumber

ofguests.Thatkindathing"

Shegavemeaguestlist,onelookatitndavela

ndamhleka.

Me:"whatwereyousayingaboutasimplewedding"?

Her:"Ijustwantsomethingniceandcozy

man,nothingextravagant"

Me:"with79peoplefromyourroyalinlaws?We

haven'tcountedyourownfamily,friends,colleagues...

IjustwonderHowsimpleamIsupposedtomake

thiswedding"



Her:"butIknowyoucanmakeitsimple"

Me:"howEvelyn?Tellmehow?Okay,letsbreakit

downmydear.Whatkindavenuedoyouwant"?

Her:"Somethingelegant,beautifulandalilcloserto

lookinglikeyourhouse"

Me:"myhouse?Areyousureyouknowwhatyou

want,likereally"?

Her:"yes,exactlywhatIjustsaid.Theme,peachand

white"

Me:"oh-kay,menu"?

Her:"Istillhavetoconfirmwithmybaeregardinghis

family,wecanputthatonholdfornow"

Me:"entourage"?

Her:"hissistersandcousinskindawanttobepartof

that,I'mnotsureIwantitthough"

Me:"soyouwon'tcompromise"?

Her:"Idon'tknow...can'twejustdothefirstmost

importantthingstoday?Thenwe'llseetherestas

theweekprocedes"



Me:"thatmeanswe'regoingforthedress"?

Her:"Idon'tknow,whicheveryouseeasimportant"

Igrabbedmymilkshake,walletandcarkeys

ndajongisaumbomboemotweniyam.Shefollowed.

Idrovetothatsamebridalshopendand'fumene

kuyomyownweddingdressndambukelagetting

lostandconfuseaswebrowsed.Ichosethree

dressesforhertotryonthenIbrowsedfordresses

forherpossiblebridalentourage.

Her:"erh..."

Iturnedandlookedather

Me:"wow...youlook...Beautiful"

Her:"butIwannafeelbeautifultoo,maybeIshouldtry

theothers"

Me:"mmkay"

Shewenttochange...threetimesthenfinallymadea



choicesowepaidhalfthehiringpriceandleftfor

anotherboutiquetofindthemaidsdresses.Itwas

latealreadybutIpushedsothatatleastwehave

threeitemsdowntheto-dolist...Sisabuka

ezolokhwemyhusbandcalled:/

Me:"lovie"

Him:"nibuyaninina"?

Me:"butwhyuzosabelaolohloboiphone"?

Him:"Luthandonibuyaninikuhlwilengoku"

Me:"inanhourortwo"

Him:"sothatmeansyouwon'tbebackintimeto

cookdinner"

Me:"sisFatswillpreparedinnernjebaby"

Him:"kay"

Hehungup

IwasleftstarringatthephoneIjustknewndizofika



equmbileutatawabantu,whenEvecouldn'tsee

anythingshelikedItoldherweshouldgo

Aswedroveout,Eveapparentlyhadother

expectationssanaakaboninobamymoodhad

changed

Her:"there'savenueIsawatthebeachfront,canwe

gocheckitout"?

Me:"we'llgotomorrow,itslateandmyhusbandis

panickingrightnow"

Her:"he'spanicking?Butyoujustwentoutnotso

longago"

Me:"youmeanfivehoursago?Yeah"

Her:"kayfine,we'llgotomorrowthen"

Asweweredriving,Inoticedthreecarswere

followingusbutIkeptdriving.AgainInoticedthat

thecarswerestillonourtrail,Idecidedtofocuson

onepersonmaybeI'llrecogniseafacethenaswe

nearedacurvendabonaoneoftheguyswhokeptus



inthatwarehouseactuallydrivingoneofthethree

cars.

NowIpanicked.Notwantingtomakeitobviousto

Evelyn,Idecidedtotakeadifferentroutetotheone

weusuallyusebutstillthecarswereonourtrail.

Iknewthiswasbeyondme,itwasbeyondmypower

rightnowIneededtaBeast.

Me:"dialMyKing"

Her:"huh"?

Me:"notyou,thecar"

ThecardialedNtandobuthedidn'tpickupuntilit

wenttovoicemail

Me:"DialBabe"

Withoneringhepickedup



Him:"Luu"

Me:"babyusendlinineh"

Him:"ewe,whydoyousoundanxious"?

Me:"Ithinkwe'rebeingfollowed"

Him:"whydoyouthinkthat?Niphinina"?

Me:"we'reonourway,wetooktheDailyDispatch

route"

Him:"okay,keepyourpace,I'mcoming"

Me:"sho"

Hehungup,IstolealookatEvendambonaba

uyoyikakancinci

Her:"we'rebeingfollowed"?

Me:"yeah"

Her:"bywho?Why"?



Me:"Idon'tknow,justtrytorelaxokay"

Thecarswereclosinginonus...Imadeasilent

urgentprayerforNtandotobeasquickasawink.
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MyphonerangjustwhenIwasbeginingtopanic

Me:"mylove,uphi"?

Him:"there'sacurveaheadofyou,slowdownxa

ufikakuyo"

Me:"slowdown?Hewethukumnyamaaphaandyou

wantmetoslowdown"?

Him:"calmdownIcanseeyourcar"

Me:"oh,butwhereexactlyareyou"?

Him:"babycanyoujustdolentondithiyenze

okwangoku"?

Me:"kay"



Isulked

Him:"good"

Hehungup

OkayIfollowedtheorderandsloweddownatthe

curveaheadthenthecarscavedinonme.Onecar

wentrightinfrontofmeIhadtobreakandkinda

slightlyswervetomyrightalmostknockingtheother

car,mylefthadnopath.Noroad.Onecarwasleft

movingslowlybehindme

Icouldn'tseeanysignofNtandoorhismen.Thecar

infrontofmesuddenlystoppedforcingmetomake

anabrupthalt,shockingmysister

Her:"ooouch!What'sgoingon"?

Me:"just...trytorelaxEve"

Her:"trytorelax?Wehavethreecarsfollowingusin

thisdarkroadandyou'retellingmetorelax?And



thenwhere'syourBeast?Didn'thesayhe'scoming"?

Me:"EVECANYOUSHUTUP!!!Pls"

Her:"Trinadon'ttellmeto-"

Me:"PLEEEEAAASE!JustthisonceEve,justkeep

quiet"

Ohshekeptquiet

Thedriverfromthecarinfrontofuscameoutand

walkedtowardsmycar,Ilockedthedoorsandtried

dialingmyhusbandagain.Iwasnervous,myhands

weresweatyevenonthesteeringwheel,Ineededthe

loo:'(Iwantedtocry.Isuddenlyhadflashbacksof

thatwarehouse,theescape...Everything.

Justashenearedmycar,suddenlytherewereabout

eightpairsofcarheadlightsaroundusinacircle.

Meandthethreecarswereinthemiddleofthis

circle,themanstoppedandlookedaroundthen

withoutnoticethecarscavedinonusmakinga

smallercircle

IhaddialedNtandoneh,butndalibalawhenIsawthe



headlights.Ithinkmyattentionwasshifted

automatically,itbecameworsewhenIsawNtando

andabouttwelveguysemergingfromtheothercars.

OkouEveekrobongaphakwam

Beast:"Razor"

Razor:"Beast"

Beast:"wenzanikwedini"?

Razor:"ndingathindingumkhuluwakuweuphindeuthi

kwedinikum,unayoingqondo"?

Beast:"uyacacabaaw'naskolokanene

Mkhuseli,ungumkhuluwakubaningoku"?

Razor:"youthinkyou'reamanbecauseyou'recalled

Beasthuh"?

Beast:"youcannevermentionBeastandmaninone

sentence,onceagain,ukhatywasiskolo"

Razor:"undidelelefuth'kwedini"

Beast:"Icoulddothisallnightbutunlikeyou

andisisoisishumanendingengobhulu,Ihaveawife



andawarmbedtogohometo"

Razor:"youcallthatawife"?

Beast:"carefulnowRay-Ray,don'tletherhearyousay

that.Shecanbequitefeisty"

Hecametomydoorandknocked,Iloweredmy

windows

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Beast:"izan'ngaphababe,I'lltakeyourcar"

IlookedatEvesaphumaemotweni,Ihookedmyarm

ontohiswhileheheldEve'shandasheledustoa

cardrivenbybothmyusualdrivers.Evegotin...

Me:"aw'hambiwena"?

Beast:"Razorwantsmetotakehimonadate

baby,gohomeI'llbetherewithin30minutes"



Razor:"ukwasisones'tabenekanti"

Me:"yijokekuwele"?

Razor'smencameoutoftheircarsthenshotswere

fired

Beast:"baby...goduka"

Razor:"shewannaprotectyou,uyay'cinganayeukuba

istabanesakhesizolwanjaninamadodaokwenyani"

Ntandolookedatmewithverycoldeyes,Ilookedat

hisabdomenworriedthatiftheyshoothiminthat

woundthenkuphelilengaye.Hemusthavereadmy

frustration

Him:"I'mokay,gohome...pls"

Me:"kay"

IkissedhimbeforeIgotinthecarbaqhumis'uthuli



uphephethekaokuaphendleleniababafana.We

weren'tevenfarwhenweheardgunshotsIsawthe

fearinEve'seyesbutndathula.Wegothome,Fats

hadalreadybeganwithsupperIjustwenttoshower

offwhatjusthappened.

...

OneweeklaterIwashalfwaydonewithplanning

Eve'swedding,shehadtoreturntoJoburgcozher

leavewasoverandnowontheotherhandIhadto

renamemynewboutiqueasNalique'sBoutiqueand

makeafewchangesseeingthatithadtoentailmy

kindastyleandenvironmentaswell.

Myhusbandwassurprisinglystillaround,buthejust

didn'tunderstandwhyI'mneverhomeduringtheday

:vandwhenIdoreturn,I'mtiredAF!Hewantedme

tohandlemybusinesslikehim,havepeoplehandling

everythingandevenstealfrommerightundermy

nose,wellitwasstilltooearlyforthat...Ihadn't

madethatkindamoneyasyet.

OnSundayIwashomesoIwantedtogiveFatsa

break,akheayenasecaweniumamawabantu.I



wokeupearlyandmadebreakfast,Fatsaskedto

takeallthekidstochurchsonowIhadtomaketheir

lunchboxesandtheirdaddydrovethemtochurch

wabuyand'sekitchenclearingup.

Me:"thatwasquick"

Hecametostandbehindme,hisonehandlocating

myboobandtheotherfindingaholdingspotonmy

waist

Him:"nowisourtime,kuninindigacile"

Me:"youspeakasifwedon'tsleeponthesamebed"

Him:"thatdoesn'tmeananything"

Hekissedmyneck,turnedmearoundandcontinued

withthekisses.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhimand

pulledhimtowardsmeevenmorecloserthanhe

alreadywas.Hepickedmeupandtookmetothe

diningroom,putmeonthatlongdiningtableand

continuedtoseducemewithkisses



Him:"uyakwaz'umqhotsaumntu"

Me:"ukhalazelaivekiqha"?

Wekissedevenmore,Ihadabsolutelynothingunder

thegownIhadonandhemusthaveseenitcozhis

handswereliterallyrippingitoffmybody,hestopped

andlookedatmystalknakedbodythenbacktomy

eyes...deepintomysoul

Him:"you'resobeautiful"

Me:"stoptalking"

Withthathecuppedmyfaceandkissedmeso

deeply,mylegsautomaticallywrappedaroundhis

waistasIpulledhimin.Hestoppedandlookedat

me

Him:"canwetakethisupstairs"?



Me:"you'reuncomfortablehere"?

Him:"Iwanttoenjoythis[kiss]andtakemytime"

Me:"as'noqhaw'lisak'qalababe..."

Hedidn'tneednofurthermotivation,hetightenedmy

legsaroundhimashebathedmewithsweetwatery

kisses.Hisonehandwentbetweenmylegsand

rubbedsosensitivelyIimmediatelybegangasping

forair

Me:"ba-"

AyIcouldn'tsayanything,Ntandoknewexactly

whichbuttonstopress,whichplacestotouchjustto

makemegoinsaneandrightnowhewas

succeeding.IwantedhimsobadIcouldn'tcompose

itanymore.

Irippedhisvestoff,unbuckledhisbeltandpulledhis

pantsdown.Iwentdownonhim...

Iknowverywellthatshockedthehelloutofhis

sockets,Idon'tnormalydothat...guessIwasjust



givinghimatreat.

Him:"tsi...tsi...Baby!Daamn!"

Icouldseehe'sabouttoburstanutndamyeka,Igot

upandclungontohimsohecouldsteerhimselfin

withease.Whenwewerejoined,heturnedaround

andpinnedmetothewallandgrindsohardandso

deep

Me:"b-b-bLord!Baby....AaaaahGod!"

Ntandofuckedmybrainsoutthentookmy

upstairs,laidmeonthebedandwenttoclosethe

curtainsthenhegotontopofme,kissingmefrom

thecrownofmymoundtothetipofmytongue.

Helookedatme...deeply,thekindalookthatwould

creepmeoutbuttoday,rightnow,thisspecificlook

connectedoursoulsasuJojoenteredhispalaceso

majesticallyIwhincedanddugmynailsintohisback.



Helifteduponeofmylegs,notevenforasecond

removinghiseyesfrommine

Him:"ndiyak'ncanywakodwamfethu"

Me:"mmmh"?

Him:"sucimelababe...lookatme"

Itookadeepbreathinbeforeopeningmyeyes,how

doesheexpectmetokeepmyeyesopenwhenhis

lowerbodywascastingmagicspellstomyown?He

wasdoingiteversososlowly...Hadmymouth

partlyopened

Hekissedmydrypartlyopenedlips,stillonthatslow

motiondownthere

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"I...Love...You...Too"

Wekissedagainandcontinuedwiththedeeduntil

wefloppednexttoeachother.Ilethimbreathefora



coupleofsecondsthenIrolledover,crossedoneleg

overhisbody,laymyheadonhischestanddrew

sweetnothingsalloverhisbodywithmyindexfinger.

Hekissedthecrownofmyhead

Me:"youseemfit"

Him:"youbringouttheathleteinme"

Me:"damnitImissedyou"

Him:"ifI'mgonnagetiterr'daythenI'llstickaround"

Iliftedupmyheadndamjonga

Me:"whatareyoutrynasay"?

Him:"I'mjustpullingyourleg,Iloveithere"

Me:"whatexactlydoyoulovehere"?

Hepulledmeupclosertohim...



Him:"spendingtimewithmyfamily:playingwithmy

niggasandmylilprincessandthenofcoz...making

lovetomybeautifulwife"

Me:"mmh,beautifulwifeyousay"?

Him:"MYbeautifulbusiness-womanslashlawyer

wife"

Iplantedakissonhislips,hepartedthempullingme

upsomyentireweightwasonhim.Ipartedmylegs

tobeoneithersideofhim,justtofindbalance...

Thenwestopped,Icouldn'tstopsmilingthough.

Me:"Ntandowam"

Him:"hm"?

Hesmiledpinchingmycheek

Me:"whyungahlaliaphatana,likelongtermkinda

thing"?

Him:"webothknowwhy"



Me:"maarbabyIwantyouhere,Ineedyouherewith

me.Ineedmyhusband"

Him:"heey,hey.Ssshh.Let'sjustrestfora

minute,we'lltalkaboutthatlater"

Me:"maarbabyyou'llconsiderit"?

Him:"I'llthinkaboutityesmarara"

Ilaymyheadonhischestandsmiledtomyself,we

stillhadtofinishthistonight.It'stoogood:p.
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Ntandoslowlytracedafingerfromthecrackofmy

behindupmyspine,myentirebodyshiveredatthat

onetouchandhefeltit.

Him:"iphumawhattimeicawekasisFats"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,butafterlunch"



Heliftedmychinandplantedakiss...Ismiled

knowingexactlywhatthatkissmeant

Me:"mmh,whatwasthatfor"?

Him:"howaboutanothergo"?

Me:"howabouttonight"?

Him:"kutheningoku"?

Me:"Ijustwannalayhere,onyouanddreamabout

thefuture"

Him:"we'lldreamtogether,afteryougimmesomeo'

this"

Hesaidthatgrabbingmyassandpullingmylegup...

Iliftedmyheadandsmashedmylipsonhis,he

welcomedmewithhighqualitylust.ThistimeIlet

himtakefullcontrol,hetookmetoplacesIhad

forgottenIcouldreachforthesepastfewmonths.

Hehititforaboutthreetimesbeforehittingthe

highestpeak,wetumbledbacktoreality

together...gaspingforair.Hehadnothingtosay,he

justpulledmeforacuddleanddriftedofftosleep,I



ontheotherhandslowlyslidoffthebed,woremy

gownandwentdownstairstostartonSundaylunch.

AsIbeganwiththelunchIthoughtofcallingEve,she

neverreallycalledaftersheleftandIwouldn'twant

KeritoknowmymarriagedealingscozIknowEveis

nokistofsecrets...Iwenttotakemyphoneupstairs

anddialedher:

Her:"Tee"

Me:"Eve,howareyou"?

Her:"I'mokay,you"

Me:"I'mgood,whenareyoucomingback?Westill

havealottodo"

Her:"Ithinkitwillbebestifyoufinishoffeverything

byyourself,Iwon'tgetanotherleaveanytimesoon"

Me:"oh"

Her:"yeahuhm...Ihavetogohey"

Me:"oh-kay"



Shehungup:?

Okaycallmeanythingyoulikebutthatphonecall

wasthemostawkwardI'vehadwithher

Imadelunch,wenttosoakmyselfinthebathand

cameoutuNtandoesalele.Ijustworedenim

shorts,vestandslippersndayohlalaelounge.It

wasn'tlongwhenIheardthemaingatebellring,Igot

upandwenttotheintercom

Me:"hello"

Him:"canIspeaktoaMrsNtabeni"?

Me:"speaking"

Him:"thisisConstableAmbrosewouldyouplsopen

thegate,I'dliketotalktoyourhusband"

Me:"oh...justasec"

Him:"okayma'am"

IliterallyranupstairsandshookNtandoawake,he

openedbothhiseyesandlookedmeconfused.



Him:"babe,yhintoni"?

Me:"ufunwangamarhati"

Hestretchedandsatup

Him:"kay"

Me:"whathaveyoudone?Okaydon'tanswerthat...

Uzobanjwa"?

Him:"...Nd'vuswanguwetellingmeaboutcopsyet

kwawenauinterrogatermnaaboutthesamecops?"

Me:"there'snoneedtobecocky"

Ilefthimgettingoutofbedndayovulelau

Ambrose,hewasfollowedbytwoothercops.I

usheredthemtothelounge...

Him:"isyourhusbandaroundma'am"?

Me:"yes,he'llbedowninaminute"



Him:"thankyou"

Me:"mayIa-"

Hubbywalkeddownthestaircase,onelookathimI

knewheknowshe'llbearrested.Normallyhewould

havejustwornshortsandwalkedbarefootdown

thosestairsbuttodayhewasfullydressed:black

denims,blackSuperga,blackroundneckt-shirt,black

hoodieandablackbeanie.Iswallowedthelumps

thathadjustbuiltup

Beast:"gentlemen"

Ambrose:"MrNtabeni,wewon'twastetime.We

wouldliketotakeyoutothepolicestationfor

questioning"

Beast:"oh"

Me:"questioningwithregardsorinconnectionwith

whatconstable"?

Ambrose:"acoupleofthingsma'am,the

disappearanceofmenwhowebelieveonceworked



withorforhimandacoupleothercaseIwouldn't

wannadisclosetoyou"

Me:"ohokay,so-"

Beast:"wecangoConstabel"

Theconstabellookedme,IlookedatNtandothen

backtotheconstabelandshrugged.Theygotup

andwalkedtothedoor,onceoutside,Ntandodialed

mydriversbazomthatha

Ambrose:"whatarewewaitingfor"?

Beast:"mydrivers"

Ambrose:"sir,youhavetodrivewithusthatmeans

beinginthesamecar"

Hejustlookedathimakamphendula...

Thegentshootedoutside,Iopenedthegatebangena

heturnedtomewakhewathulaforawholeminute.



Beast:"don'tlooksoworrieds'thandwasam"

Me:"Iamnotworried,you'reabigboyndisureyou

canhandlethisonyourown,I'mjustuncertainwhat

planareyouplayingat"

Beast:"uthiningokuLuu"?

Me:"uzobanjwayetucalmunjeNtando.Ikhonainto

ophez'kwayonobayintoni"

Hejustkissedmeandwenttohiscar,thecops

lookedathimasifindismay

Ambrose:"MrNtabeniwhatyou'redoingisvery

inappropriate"

Beast:"arewenotgoingtothesamestation"?

Ambrose:"wearebu-"

Beast:"Constabel,Iamnotgettingintothatcarof

yours.Okay?Nowcanwego?Oryou'vechanged

yourmind"?



Ambrosedidn'trespond,hegotinhiscarwithhis

cops.Ntandodroveoutleadingtheway,afterthey

weregoneIcalledRanger:

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"policecametofetchNtando"

Him:"police?Didyougettohearwhy"?

Me:"actuallyno,butAmbrosedidmentionsomething

aboutdisappearedmenandotherstuffhe'drather

nottellmeabout"

Him:"uAmbroseulapho?AsinConstabelAmbrose

Mrs"?

Me:"erh...yes.Youseemtoknowhim"

Him:"shit"!

Me:"oh-kay,Rangerplstellmewhat'sgoingon"

Hegatheredhimself,zoningbacktohis'Ranger'tone



Him:"don'tworryyourselfbosslady,ngamanzi

amancanelanaandIknowitsnothingtaBeastcan't

handle"

Me:"mmkay,ifyousayso"

Him:"baph'abantwana"?

Me:"basecaweni"

Him:"oh...I'lllamajitatogofetchthem.Ungaphumi

wenauntilIgiveyoutheheadsup.Wedon'twanta

repetitionofwhathappenedtohappenagain"

Me:"oh"

Him:"thankyoufortheheadsupMrs"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandwenttomakemyselffruitsaladon

vannillaicecream,returnedbacktothecouchand

calledAnelisa



Her:"thisisasurprise"

Me:"unjani"?

Her:"I'mgood,you"?

Me:"I'mgoodtoo...UGuddaudewafumaneka"?

Her:"what'sthatgottodowithyou"?

Me:"amInottoask"?

Her:"oh,sonowyousuddenlycare"?

Me:"ohcummonAnelisa,khaw'yekaukubapetty"

Her:"ndimloupettyS'bongile?Ndimopettyngoku?

Yetbecauseofyourselfishness,petinesssiyalamba

aphekhayawehavetopaytrillionsofdebts"

Me:"petiness,isthatevenaword"?

Her:"ungakulinge"

Me:"look,I'mjustaskingofyourbrother.Leyedebt

yenuandingenindawokuyo"

Her:"eyonaungangenindawokuyoyileuyibuzayo!

UfunaubuzangoGudda?Mbuzephaendodeni

yakhoandwhileyou'reatitumxeleleI'mcomingfor



mychild"

Me:"hhmm,lookslikeIgotyouonabaddaysana"

Her:"foryou,ndizobakwibaddayeveryday.Ungcole

gqithawena,ungcolenalonkunkumauy'bizaumyeni"

Me:"haykodwauyand'sukelaAnelisa,ndikwenze

ntoni"?

Her:"undenzentoni?EitherUmuncuorucing'bamna

ndimuncu.Awomanisverymuchinfluencialto

decisionshermantakes,youcould'vespokento

Ntandoangaclaim'iimaliyakhebackkoSimawho

alsohappentobeyourbrothers,butyoudidn'tnow

thinasilalangamanzi"

Me:"Istilldon'tunderstandndingenaphimnacozI

wasn'ttherewhentheymadetheagreementto

ufundisanakwabo"

Her:"cacileumuncuke"

Me:"mmkay,thiswasabadidea"

Ihungupandatemyfruitsalad.Ididn'twannalet

whatjusthappenedwithNtandogettome,Icouldn't



letit.He'saman,heknowsallhisactionshave

consequencesmnakuyoyonkeintoendiyenzayoI

knowIhavefourkidstothinkfor,toconsidereven

nowIhadtobestrongforthemnangonandingayazi

zizothiniiz'phumozayo.

Theintercomcamethrough...

Me:"hello"

Fats:"s'celaigatemamakhe"

Me:"okaysisi"

Iopenedthegateandwenttowaitformykids

outside,theydrovethroughandstoppedrightinfront

ofme.Theguysgreetednjeasthekidscameout...

SinohadUbainherarmsastheycametohugme.

FatscameoutwithUve,Owewiththebags.Itook

thetwinssangenaendlini,servedthemlunchthenwe

wenttoplayinthenursary.Mysonsneededa

mommybondingsessionhle.Iplayedwiththem



badebalala,udaddy'sgirlwalkedin

Her:"isdaddygonealready"?

Me:"erhmm...yeah"

Her:"heeeudaddy"

Iheardthedisappointmentinhervoiceasshe

turnedandwenttoherroom,Iwenttomineand

threwmyselfonthebedlandingonmyback,

kwangenaimessagefromAnelisa:

"I'msorryaboutearlier,Iknowhe'syourbrothertooI

guessI'mjustoverwhelmedbyeverythingthat's

beenhappeninglately.Wehaven'tfoundAya,butthe

policehaveopenedaninvestigation.KissSinofor

mepls"

Ididn'trespond

Iwasn'tplanningtoanswerherfuthi,Iwanted

answerngokubendimfounelenotngokukufuna



yenacozngokumnabend'cingangomyeniwam.I

laythereforafewminutesthenmyphonerang...

CallerIDwasn'tregisteringthenumber,maybethe

appneededtobeupgraded.

Me:"hello"

Him:"mamakhe"?

Me:"ohbaby,uphi?What'sgoingon"?

Him:"ndiselaphaepolicestation,mamelaIonlyhave

afewminutesontheline"

Me:"thatmeansuyabanjwa"

Him:"babykhaw'mamelethisisimportant"

Me:"oh"

Him:"Ineedyoutocomeseeme,tonightbetween

nineandtenthere'ssomethingIwannagiveyou

uy'nikeuTitus"

Me:"TitusasinuSoso"?

Him:"ewe"



Me:"howamIsupposedtogivehimanythingese

Portugalnababy"?

Him:"you'llfindawayLuu"

Me:"kay"

Him:"nd'celauzund'phatheleiwalletyamndiy'libele

kulahareminavy"

Me:"kay"

Iyaph'iwalletetrongweni?

Him:"Iloveyou,okay"

Me:"mh"

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"ndiyak'thanda,nyhani"

Me:"kay"

Him:"mytimeisup...seeyoutonight"

Me:"kay"



Thelinecut

Iknowhowmuchhehatesthe'kay'responses,but

thatwastheonlywayIcouldanswerangayivaukuba

intliziyoyamlihlwili.
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Ithrewmyphoneoutofsightandjustlaythere.

Blank.Ntandocomeshomeandwithinaweek

uyabanjwa?Likewhatthehell?Andwhyonearthis

hechilledaboutthis?UngenaphiuLwandiso?Why

wouldNtandoinvolveLwandisoinhisbusiness

dealings?Likewhatthehellwasgoingon?Iheard

thegatebellbutIdidn'tmoveaninch.Ilaterheard

carsdrivingin,thenthedoorbellbutIdidn'twanna

move.Ididn'twannadoathinguntilIheardaknock

onmydoor.

Igotupandwenttoopenthedoor...

Me:"Kuhle"?



Him:"SisLuu,aw'semhle.Unjani"?

Me:"ndiright,whatbringsyouhere"?

Him:"ndizonibona"

Iwalkedoutoftheroomndavala,wewalkeddown

thestairsmakingconversation.Whenwegot

downstairsSihlewaseating...WasitreallySihle?

Whybend'bhidamvanjeaba?Okanyendinestress?

Me:"Sihle"?

Both:"mh"?

Me:"hayfokof,kuthen'nandibhidanje"?

Sihle:"andilambe,wherearemykids"?

Me:"balele,zenzeleukutyanawe"

Sihle:"baleleemin'apha,aretheysick"?

Me:"they'retired,theywenttochurchwithFatima"

Sihle:"who'sthat"?

Me:"myhelper...Guysdon'tgetmewrongneh,but



niyaphi?Aren'tyousupposedtobeinDurban?

Working"?

Sihle:"we'reherenow,hopewe'renotimposing"

Me:"noyou'renot"

Hemadefoodforhimself,Kuhlewasquietthiswhole

timefocusedonhisfood.UsuallyKuhleisthe

talkativeone,todaytheyweretotaloppositesandit

wasconfusing.Iscoopedicecreamformyselfaswe

allsataroundthekitchencounter

Me:"ugrandKay"?

Kuhle:"yeah"

Hegotupandwenttoputtheplateinthesink,took

hisbagandwentupstairstooneofthesparerooms

withoututteringanotherwordtoanyone.Goodthing

Ikeeptheroomscleanatalltimesxakuvelekufike

abantuwithoutnotice,andIcan'tchasethemaway.

KukokwabonaboaphathoughIstillneededto



exactlywhyaretheyhere.

Me:"what'supwithhim"?

Sihle:"Idon'tknow,okoenjenasinceizolo"

"mamaafunutatamma"

IlookedupandsawUbabalowalkingdownthe

stairspullinghisbrownteddy

Me:"izakumamakhoboy"

Him:"funitatamma"

Sihle:"izakutamnciwakhoyoungKing"

Isawasparkleinhiseyeashenotedhis

uncle,immediatelyheregisteredandrandownthe

stairstohim.Hetookhim,puthimonthecounter

wamdlalisaokoumntanamehleka,walibalanoyise



foramoment

Uba:"baniwenatanci"?

Sihle:"ngutamnciwakho"

Uba:"mamabanilo"?

Me:"nguSihlemntanam"

Uba:"Sish'le"?

Me:"ewe"

Hesmiledathisuncle,revealingadimple

Sihle:"youngKingaw'lambanga?Where'syourtwin"?

Uba:"Sish'le,lambilema"

Sihle:"qalauthitamnci,I'llmakeyoufood"

Uba:"Sish'le"

Sihle:"tamnci"



Sihlewasticklinghim,theywerelaughing

uncontrollablyndaphakamaandmadeUbafood,I

gaveuncleSishtofeedhimthenIwenttocheckon

theotherkids.Sinowasstillsleeping,uyamthanda

nyhan'utatakhelomntanacozimkhathazilenyhan'

intobuyasengekhouyise.Iwenttocheckonthe

boys...FoundOweplayingwithhislilbrother

Me:"heyhey"

Theylookedupandsmiled,oblivioustomypresence.

Uba:"sadlalamotomama"

Me:"anilambanga"?

Owe:"ha.amama"

Me:"okayke"

Owesaidmama:)notsisi.That'sprogress.I

returnedtothekitchen,itwasemptybutIheardthe

voicesoutsidendaphumatakingoneofmyphones



withme.Isatdownandwatchedthemplaying

footballtogether,I'veneverseenSihlelikethis.

Uyandothusamnalona,onthereal.Itookpictures

withmyphone,decidedtoupdatemyappsinthat

process.Rightthen,aninternationalcalldisturbed

me...FromPortugal

Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Him:"whydoesitsoundlikeI'mintrouble"?

Me:"unjani"?

Him:"I'mokay,howyouholdingup"?

Me:"I'mgoodtoo"

Him:"I'mjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"oh,ndirightmtchana"

Him:"Igotatextfromyourhusbandmtchana,Iknow

forsureaw'khorightyoudon'thavetopretendto

me"

Itookadeepbreath,gotupanddecidedtowalk



aroundthegarden

Me:"I'mtry'nabestrong,formykids.They'reallthatI

have"

Him:"I'msorrymntasekhaya"

Me:"yazeyonantothat'sannoyingmeisthat,he

knewaboutit.Heknewaboutitandkeptcalm,kept

meinthedarkSoso"

Him:"he'samanmntase,maybehisprideprevented

himfromsayinganything"

Me:"akanobanepridenakumuNtandouSoso

bro,I'mhiswife"

Him:"youknowtaBeastbetterthanIdo"

Ndakhendathula...IknowNtando.Nyhani.

Me:"hesaysIshoulddeliversomethingtoyou"

Him:"yeahund'xelele,itsnothingbigmtchanayifile



nje"

Me:"I'mafraidtoaskbainantonikwalefile"

Him:"and'yazinamke,I'llseeitwhenyou'vesentit"

Me:"mmkay...tellmesomething,doyouknowwhy

he'sarrested"?

Him:"henevergavemeachancetoask"

Me:"ayuNtando"!

Him:"justbestrongforyourkids,theyneedyoutobe

focused"

Me:"itsnotlikeIhaveachoice,they'remy

responsibility"

Him:"shapke,sothethalater"

Me:"sho"

Akhontoibingandibhidikekonanamhlanje,whenhas

Sosoeverbeenthisserious?Kutheninandas'ke

ndangubhidwayonjenamna?Iwentinsideleaving

tamnciplayingnomntanakhephandle,Iwenttoplay

myKeriHilsoncollectiononthehometheatrethenI



wenttocookdinner.Theoldertwinsdidn'tseemlike

peoplewhowerejustpassingbynje...

OwecamedownwithUvelilebabuzauUba

ndabakhombaphandlebaphumaleavingmetocook

inpeace.Halfwaythrough,IgotacallfromLiz:oyho

ndakhendamyekandampholisasana.Tyhinishe

waspersistant:'(eventuallyIhadtotakethatcall

Me:"Liz,hi"

Her:"heyTee,everythinggood"?

Me:"life'slife,I'mnotcomplaining.Howareyou"?

Her:"I'mokay"

Me:"youdon'tsoundokay,areyousureyou'reokay"?

Shewentsilent...

Me:"itsMarcisn'tit"?

Her:"maybe"

Me:"whathashedonenow"?



Her:"Lindahasmovedinwithhim"

Me:"asinLindathesidechick?"

Her:"yeap"

Me:"yho,sowhathappensnow"?

Her:"Iwenthome,permanentlynow.Guessitsreally

over"

Me:"I'msorryman,butyouwillgetsomeonebetter

Liz.Someonewhowillappreciateyou"

Her:"Ineverreallydeservedhim,Karmajustgotmy

addresssoonerthanIexpected"

Me:"don'tsaythat"

Her:"itsthetruth,thisispaybackforfuckingOcean

andsecretlycrushingontaBeast"

Me:"forgiveyourselfandmoveonLiz,itsthebestyou

candoforyourself"

Her:"ithurtsthough..."

Me:"itwouldn'tbeloveifitdidn'thurt,lovehurts.So

whathappenswithJuniornowthatyouguysbroke

up?"



Her:"hesayshe'llpaymaintanance,takehimwhenhe

hasanopeningandstuff"

Me:"areyouokaywiththat"?

Her:"I'mnotokaywithanythingrightnow,buthe'sthe

father.There'snothingIcandoaboutit"

Me:"mmkay"

Her:"there'sanotherreasonwhyIcalled"

Me:"oh"

Her:"Idon'tknowifyouhaveanyknowledgeofthis

buttodayatworkIsawyourhusbandinourdata

base"

Me:"ohthat"

Her:"soyouknow,I'msorry"

Me:"itsokay,he'sabigguy.I'msurehecanhandleit"

Her:"Iguessyoudon'thaveanyinfoyet"

Me:"uhm,no.Ihaven'tevenseenhiminthere"

Her:"wellifyoudoneedanysortofhelpdon't

hesitatetocallme"



Me:"thankyouLiz,I'llkeepthatinmind"

Her:"okaythen,cheers"

Me:"thankyouforthecall,bestrong.Foryourson"

Her:"Iwill,bye"

Wehungup,Fatswalkedin

Me:"ambophumlasisi,I'llcooktonight"

Her:"usuremamakhe"?

Me:"ewesisi,nd'zokuphakelaandsendoneofthese

guystobringittoyourcottage"

Her:"enkosiLuthandosisi"

Ismiled

Anyonewhocallsmewiththatnamemeltsmy

heart,myhusbandknowsthattoowell.Shewalked

outandleftmetocontinuewithmycooking,theguys

returnedjustasSinowalkeddownthestairs.



Me:"nd'celawonk'umntuayovasaizandla,dinneris

ready"

Theyallheadedforthebathrooms,Idishedupand

placedtheplatesonthedinnertablethendishedup

forsisFatsndamsela.Onmyreturneveryonewas

alreadyseated.

Me:"Oweplssharegrace"

Owe:"okaymama,nd'celasicimeleni"

Wejoinedourhandsandclosedoureyes

Owe:"Fatherwethankyouforthefoodmom

preparedforustoeattonight,thankyouforbringing

UncleSihleandUncleKuhletoeatdinnerwithus

heretoday,thankyouforprotectingdadwhereverhe

is.InJesus'nameamen"



Wow!

Wedugin,justmakinglousyconversation.Whenwe

weredoneweheadedtoourseperatebedrooms

ndavasaabantwanabam,dressedthemandtucked

theminbedbeforebathingmyself.Ithenworeall

blackskinnyjeans,poloneck,sneakersandabeanie

:/theweatherwasn'twarm.Iwenttothesafeinthe

basement,openeditandtookmygun.Ididn'tjustget

alicenceforit,IearneditandIwasn'tgonnabe

bulliedbymenkubabemaziubanjiweuBeast.I

loadedmygun,tooktwopacketsofspikesand

returnedtomyroomwhereIlookedforNtando's

harempantsandremovedthewallet,tookonephone

andmyownwalletthenIwenttoKuhle'sroomand

knocked,hecametothedoor

Him:"shouldn'tyoubeinpyjamas"?

Me:"I'mgoingoutfortwohoursormore.Justkeep

aneyeonthekids"

Him:"itspasteightatnight,andyou'regoingout?



Nabani"?

Iturnedandwalkeddownthestairssaying:

"umyenamakekhokemtchana"

AndithindimxeleleI'mgoingout?Idon'towehimno

explaination,Igrabbedmycarkeysanddroveoutto

seebaeetrongweni.
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Idroveout,straighttothenearestPEpolicestation

holdingcells,Isignedaregister,gotsearchedthen

ndangena.Aguardledmetoa'meetingroom',told

metowaittherethenheleftanervousandanxious

mealoneandemergedwithNtandominuteslater

thenheleftusaloneandclosedthedoor,isthateven

aloud?Aren'ttheysupposedtomonitorvisitsna?

TheminuteheclosedthedoorIgotup,wentaround

thesquaretableandhuggedmyhusband.Sotight.

Hisscentasfreshasearlier,wayimoshakeoncehe



rubbedmyback,immediatelyIfeltthecomforting

partofthehugIstartedcrying...

Idon'tknowwhy,cozitsnotlikehe'sdeador

something.He'sjustinprison:(

Him:"babysulilakaloku...Ndak'celasthandwasam

don'tcry"

Icriedinhisarmsjustforamomentthen

ndathula,tiltedmyheadbackwardsandcleaned

myselfup.Hehelpedmewipethetears

away,plantingasoftkissonmytremblinglips.I

didn'twantapeck,Iwantedakissfromhim...Guess

thetimingwasjustallwrong.

Wesatdown,acrosseachother...Iwent

silent,waitingforhimtomaybetryandexplaintome

what'sgoingon.

Him:"I'msorryyouhadtoseemeinhere,Iknowit

can'tbeeasyonyou"



Me:"maybealillightonwhyyou'reinherewilldo"

Him:"baby..."

Me:"ifuzaw'xokababythendon'tsayanything"

HetookoutaUSBandputitinmyhand,Iputitinmy

brawithoutaskingquestionsbecauseIknewI'llbe

searchedonmywayoutofthisplace.

Him:"Titusisexpectingthat,tonight"

Me:"kay"

Him:"BladefromDurbanwillcontactyouk'sasa,he'll

dropoffsomethingwhenyoumeethim"

Me:"kay"

Him:"keepwhateveritisuntilPolocallsyouor

maybehe'llcomeinpersonIdon'tknow"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Ihatethatword"

Me:"Iknow"



Him:"butuyalithanda...especiallytoday"

Me:"wellthat'stheonlywordIcancomeupwith

Ntando"

Him:"butyoujustspokeafullsentencewithout

usingthatword"

IjustlookedathimcozIreallydidn'tknowwhathe

wantedmetosay,afterafewsecondsofsilenceI

gavehimhiswalletstillkeepingeyecontactwith

him

Him:"thankyou"

Me:"sowhathappensnow"?

Him:"yougohome,thegentswillmakesurenisafe

allthetime"

Me:"uphumaniniapha"?

Him:"Ijustgotarrested,Idon'tknow"

Me:"howdoyougetarrested?YOU?Youbaby?u

Beast?Kwenzekentoni?Orkwenzekenjanike"?



Him:"wellI'mhumantooyouknow?I'mboundtodo

amaflopjustlikeotherpeople"

Me:"that'sthethingtatakhe,that'swhatconfusesme.

Youneverdoamaflop"

Him:"stopstressingyourselfaboutthisokay?

NdiyindodaIcanhandleit,justtakecareofmy

children"

Me:"indodaayisozeibekeusapholwayo

emngciphekweninaninina"

Him:"indodahastomakecertainsacrificesinorder

tokeephisfamilysafe"

Me:"meaningyouknewuzobanjwaNtando,youknew

damnwellthatuzobanjwanamhlanjeyetyoukept

meinthedark"

Him:"whatdifferencewouldithavemade?Cozatth-

"

Me:"whatdiff-heeemyGod!Iwouldhaveatleast

preparedmyselfhaibo"

Him:"haikengokmamakhehowdoyoupreparefor

someonesarrest?Thisaintdeath,I'lldowhatIcame



todond'phumeandgobacktoyou"

Me:"uz'mameleNtando"?

Him:"nditheningoku"?

Me:"youjustconfessedthatyou'rehereonyet

anothermission"

Him:"huh"?

Me:"andisambaweliumntuonondingombelawena

aphakuletrongoukheubhadleandknowthatweall

haveonelife,akhospare"

Hejuststaredatme

Studiedmeinfact

Igotup,fixedmypoloneckandlookedathim

Me:"ziph'phonezakho"?

Him:"cellarsafe,undergroundbasement"

Me:"whyamInotsurprised"?



Hegotuptoo

Him:"youknowmetoowell"

Me:"removethesarcasminthat"

Hesmiled...:/IwantedtofoldhimintoaChappies

sizedpiecend'phumenaye.Butthatwasjusta

dream...

Me:"byebye"

Him:"onelasthug"?

Me:"ndizodendinukeivumbaletrongo"

Him:"and'nukitrongomnababe"

Me:"notyet"

Hepulledmetohisside,wehuggedandthatledto

thelongestkisswe'veshareduntilthesamegaurd

whobroughthimreturnedbarginginbutweignored

him...Well,notuntilhespokeup



Him:"sorrytaBeastgrootman,lachapuAmbroseiza

kwelicalaumadamkuzofunekaahambengoku"

Wekissedonelasttimethentheguardescortedme

backtowhereIhadparkedmycar,hemadesure

ndiphumilekwalaphakwipremisesbeforeheeven

returnedinside.

ItookadrivetoMcDonalds,boughtmyselfacaramel

McFlurrythentookanotherdrivetothe

beach,walkedtoabigstoneandjustsatthereeating

myflurry.ThisisapointwhereI'dcalldad(MrSmith)

andhe'dencourageme,tellmeditsalregweesek

moetnetbidnadieHereenvravirstrengthtokeep

goingfoward.Imissedhim,maybeIneedtotakea

drivetothefarmsandvisituncleVuyisile.

NdagqibelaphandisakhulelweuJunior,Idoubtthey

knowhenevermadeit.Myphonerang,Ilookedat

thecalleridandputthecallonmute.After15

minutesitrangagain...



Me:"Sihle"?

Kuhle:"kutheniungay'bambieyamicall"?

Me:"excuseme"?

Kuhle:"nevermind,uphiTeemfethukulateandyou

knowhowdangerousPEcanbe"

Me:"nd'yeza"

Him:"okaysharp"

Okay:o

KwenzekaningoKuhle?Whythesudden

protectiveness?IfinishedmyMcFlurry,gotinsidemy

caranddrovehome.Onmyway,stillatafair

distancefromhomeIspottedtwocarfollowingme,I

decidedtodrivearoundabitmaybeziyazihambela

soItookanoppositeturnandmadewayto

Zwide..thecarspersistedsteadilybehindme.Icame

outoftherenddrovearoundhomeuntiltheygot

tiredandblockedtheroadIhadtostop.Oneother

guycameout...AshewalkedtowardsmeI



brightenedmyheadlightsandrecognizedtheface.

Yanga.Iloweredmywindowkancincisothat

ndizomvabaufunuthini,hereachedmywindow

Him:"exeTrina"

Me:"Yanga"

Him:"z'khiphani"?

Me:"khaw'thethelentoubuzoy'thethamfethuandina

s'khathi"

Him:"ahbosslady...hayneotherwisebend'saluta"

Me:"wenzabanimuncuYanga"?

Him:"hehhaikengokandaz'uthethangant-"

Irevvedmycaroutofthatplacejustintimebefore

anothersetoffourcarszindivaleleindlela,itwasn't

longbeforeIheardgunshots.Iduckedwhile

driving,onlytorealisethatmycarwasbulletproof

nje.Allsixcarsfollowedme,Iwasstillhearingthe

multiplegunshotsnowIhadnochoicebuttobe



readywithmyownguncozhomewasjustsix

blocksaway.Ipeakedoutmywindowandshotat

theirtyresresultingintwooftheleadingcars

swervingofftheroad.AsthefourpursuedmeI

dialedKuhle...

Him:"Teeu-"

Me:"khavuleigate"

[shotswentoff]

Him:"isthatagun"?

Me:"uy'vulilelegateKuhle"?

Him:"ohokay,inaminute"

IstalleduntilIheard"ivuliwe"thenIthrewone

packetofspikesontheroadasIracednomoya

ndangenazwabhaintomyyardthenthegateclosed.

Icouldhearthescreechingsoundsoftyresand



othersmashingsoundsasIlockedmycarndangena

endlini.Iwentinside,lockedandwentstraightupto

myroomwithoutsayingawordtoanyone

ndakhulula,tookhislaptop,pluggedtheflashand

forwardedthelockedfiletoSosothenndalala.

Iwokeupinthemorningandpreparedforwork,after

gettingdressedIwentdownstairsndafikasepheka

ipapauFatima.NowthisisanotherreasonwhyI

loveher,shehadanearlynightbutstillsheknewthat

makavukenamhlanjeazophekelaabantwanabam.I

greetedher,madecerealandlunchformyselfaswe

listenedtoNewsbulletin:

"abouteightmenpassedawayyesterdayasaresult

ofsuffocationandfirewhentheirtwocarscollided

inPElastnight,thepolicehaveopenedan

investigation"

Wellwhatdoyouknow?Inonenight,onego,Idid

whatBeastcouldn'tdoinmanyyears.Gettingridof

Yangaandhismenwasn'tsupposedtobethateasy



though,goodthingaboutthiswholesituationisthatI

merelyshottheirtyresandthrewspikesendleleni...I

didn'tkillthem.Theirignorancedid.Butnow,Ihad

Razortolookoutfor.That'sifusaphilakwayena.

Mydayhadbeenmade,Itookmybagsandleftfor

workwithoutseeingmysonscozIknow

bazond'lilela.LuckilyndafikanoLibhongo,toldherI

neededbriefinginthenext30minutesthenIwent

uptomyofficeandcalledLauren...

Ihadtore-openthatboutiqueinJozikwamsinya

beforeIlooseitsmajorclients.AssoonasLauren

andherteamcouldworktheirmagicthenIcouldre-

openthestorewithameetandgreetkindathing,just

tomaketheclientsfeelvaluableandappreciated.
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ExactlythirtyminuteslaterIsawLibowalkinginto

myofficefortheoverallbriefing,halfway

through,Bladecalled:



Me:"Banele"

Him:"canwemeetnearNMMUmaincampusin

fifteen"

Me:"okay"

Ihungup,tookmykeys

Me:"plsemailmetherest,Ihaveameetingtogetto"

Libo:"yesma'am"

IdrovethatshortdistancecozIdidn'tknowwhat

exactlyI'mgoingtofetch,nd'cingauhambawithout

thecarkantindizosindwaapha.Isawhimata

distance,wezaandgotinthecarwithabrown

briefcase.

Him:"ugrand"?



Me:"mojawena"?

Him:"moja,kuthwelepackageuzay'nikauPolo"

Me:"sharp"

Hegotoutofmycar,IdrovehomeandcalledFatson

myway...

Her:"mamakhe"?

Me:"plswaitformeatthegate"

Her:"okaysisi"

Ihungup,drovetothehouseanddroppedoffthe

casendamxelelatoputitinmyroomthenreturned

towork.LaurawasalreadyatajobinJo'burg,said

thatshe'llbedoneinaspacetimeofaweek

meaningthere'sapossibilitythattheycouldbegin

phakumthefollowingweek.Icontinuedwithmy

work...Untilhometime.Idon'tknowwhymy

husbandhasnotimingyaz?InthenextmonthIhad



tobeginwithschoolformybusinesscourse,nopart

timeforthedesignercourse.Yenauyabanjwa?Mxm.

Iheadedhomengexeshalotshayisa,ndafikakukho

imotoemnyama-_-myheartwantedtobelievethat

he'sout,maybethiscarcametodrophimbutmy

mindtoldmethat'sjustafantasy.Iparked,tookout

mybagsandwalkedin.GqingoMarcusedlala

nabatshanabakhebonke

Me:"Marc'O'Polo"

Him:"hey,here'smommy"

Iwenttohughim,hekissedmycheekasIsatdown

nexttohim

Me:"youlook...fit,buffy"

Him:"ohandI'mgreat,howareyoulittleone"?

Uvelilecametome,hewasinafoulmoodanditcan



onlybebecausehemissesdaddy.JustlikeSino,he's

daddy'sbabythroughandthrough.Ipickedhimup

andputhimonmylap

Me:"goodgood"

Him:"areyoucopingthough"?

Me:"doIhaveachoice"?

Him:"justbest-"

Justthentheoldertwinswalkedinwalkingbehind

theother,bequmbile.

Kuhle:"taMarcus,Tee"

Us:"hey"

Kuhle:"ugrandbigguy"?

Marc:"lekkerman,enjy"?

Kuhle:"lekkerboet,ausisFattyFatty"



HewenttoFatimainthekitchen:/oh-kayhewasin

agoodmood.Actuallytheirmoodshadswapped

cozuSihlewasinUve'smood.Eintlikthat'stheSihle

Iknow

MarclookedatmeandindicatedtowardsSihle,I

shrugged

Me:"haveyoueaten"?

Marc:"yeahjustnow,andI'mnothereforlongIjust

cametopicksomethingup"

Me:"mmh"

IleftUveandwenttofetchthecaseinmy

room,broughtitbackndafikauSihleethuthuzelau

Uvelile.IgaveMarcthecase,hehuggedme,kissed

mysonsthenheleft.ItookUveupstairs,undressed

himandwenttohaveabathnayewathula.Heeven

madeconversation:)



Me:"Iloveyou"

Uve:"Iloveyou"

Foroncehedidn'tsay'yav'kuyakhulwanyhani

Me:"youknowdaddylovesyouneh?"

Uve:"Uvelovedaddy"

Ikissedhischubbycheeks,webathedandcame

out..gotdressedinPJsthenwewenttotherestof

thefamilyfordinner.

...

Oneweekpassedumyenamesemjiva,itwas

certainlynoteasyonmethoughKuhleandSihle

kindatriedtoclosethatgapwhenitcametothekids.

Andfunnyenough,theynevermentionedwhythey



camehereandweneverspokeabouttheirbrother's

arrestthoughapartofmetoldmetheyknewabout

it.

IwasscheduledtogotoJoburgthefollowingweek

togiveLauraandherteamthekeyandmaybeafew

pointersonhowIwantedthedeco.OnSaturday,I

decidedIwon'tbeworkingatall.Iwantedtospend

timewiththekidssoIstayedinbedforanextratwo

hoursnjerestingmybodyandmindbefore

ndibakhuphe.Ionlywokeupwhentherewasa

knockonmydoor...

Igrabbed,wrappedmygownaroundmybodyand

wenttoopen

Fats:"sisikukhoamapolisaafunawenadownstairs"

Me:"amapolisa?"

Fats:"ewesisi"

Iclosedthedoorandledtheway,xand'fikakutha



xhanxhasholoaboutsixcopsemengeenyawo,Kuhle

ebathentshongamehlowithbothhishandsburied

deepintohispocketswhileSihlewasplayingwith

thekidsonthepatio

Me:"molweni"

Ambrose:"MrsNtabeni,youareunderarrestforyour

involvementtowardsthedeathoftheeightmenwho

diednotsofarfromhere,lastweek"

Kuhle:"uqhunyiweloh"

Me:"khaw'meKuhle,uthiniAmbrose"?

Ambrose:"ConstableAmbrosetoyou,youareunder

arrest"

Me:"Iheardthatpart,nowthesecondpart"

Ambrose:"forthedeathofeightmanwhohappened

tobechasingyouwhentheircarscollided"

Kuhle:"sohowexactlydidshekillthem"?

Me:"soletmegetthisstraight,youAmbroseandthe

restofyourpuppetshavecomeintomyhome,to



arrestme.Right"?

Ambrose:"Itoldyouma'amthatitsConstable

Ambrose,andyeswe'vecometoarrestyou.Nowpls

don'twasteourtime"

Me:"AsfarasIknowthesearejust

allegations,Ambrose.OramIlying"?

Ambrose:"whatdoyoutakeusfor?Wewouldn'tbe

hereifwedidn'thaveanysolidinformationbutifyou

mustknow,wehaveaveryreliablesource"

Me:"andIguessyouhavesolidprooforevidenceas

towhyyou'vecometoarrestme"

Ambrose:"ma'am"

Me:"Iwanttoseetheevidence"

Ambrose:"youaredelayingusandunderminingour

intelligenceMrsNtabeni"

Me:"IjusthappentoknowmyrightsAmbrose,now

evidencetowhyyou'relinkingmetowhateveritis

you'relinkingmeto"

Kuhle:"doyouatleasthaveawarrentof

arrest,Konstabel"?



Iheardtheotherpolicemenmumbling...

Me:"wellitdoesseemlikeyoudonotknowwhy

you'rehereAmbrosebecauseifyoudidknow...your

puppetswouldn'tbegrumblinglikehungrydogsat

thatquestionnowakhening'khwelelenjekancane.

Gochaseyourghostselsewhere"

Ambrose:"we'llbeback"

Me:"please,andgetyourstorystraightnexttime

becauseIwon'tbeaskind.Youdorealisethatthisis

harrasment,infrontofmybabies"?

Kuhle:"anditsinourrighttolaycharges"

Ileftthemkulamnyangoandwenttothe

kitchen,mademyselfchamomiletea.Mybody

neededa'wake-me-up'haylendlaloyoAmbrose.

Ambrose:"there'snoneedforthat"

Kuhle:"there'llbemorethananeedifyousteponto



thisdooragainaccusingmysisterofsuchrubbish"

Hesaidthatopeningthedoorforthemtoleave,they

leftngomgcawamaChina.Hecametothekitchen

andsatrightinfrontofme

Him:"Tee"

Me:"Kuhle"

Him:"ithinilentoithethwangalamarhati"?

Me:"awuwevangakodwand'fikeumenawo"?

Kuhle:"I'mtryingtohelphere"

Me:"Ineveraskedyouto"

Kuhle:"Wayaph'ngobab'sukuyoutoldmetokeepan

eyeonthekids"?

Idrankmytea...

Idon'thavetoexplainmyselftohim.



Kuhle:"theseguysdiedthatnight,Irememberhearing

gunshotsthatnightwhenyoucalledmeforthegate.

Ialsorememberthesoundsthereafter...Plsbe

honestwithmeTee,areyouorwereyouinanyway

involvedinthiswholething"?

Me:"No"

Kuhle:"thenwheredidyougotothatnight"?

IwantedtotellhimthatI'magrownwomanIdon't

reporttohim,himbeingmybrother-in-lawdoesn't

makehimmyhusband.Butndaz'bamba...fornow.

Me:"Iwenttoseemyman"

Kuhle:"youwenttoseeyourman?Elaxeshabro,Phi?"

Me:"KuhlehowoldamIkanene"?

Kuhle:"excusemeforcross-questionyouokay,but

Ungumfazikabhutiandxaengekhoitsmyjobto

protectyou"

Me:"whythesuddenprotectiveness"?



Kuhle:"huh"?

Me:"I'vebeenprotectingmyselfforaslongasIcan

remember,whynow?Yinton'leuyaziyondingayaziyo"?

Kuhle:"youarechangingthesubjectnow"

Me:"aniphangeli?You'vebeenhereallweek,kuthwan'

emisebenziniyenu"

Kuhle:"relax,wearestillgonnabehereforanother

week"

Me:"suqalangokuth'Imustrelax,kuphiapha"?

Kuhle:"kukwakhoIknowthat,orsew'funa

ukusigxotha"?

Idownedmycoffeendamshiya,Iwentoutsidetothe

patio

Me:"morning"

Bend'phendulabedlala...



Me:"nd'celaniyovasa,we'regoingout"

Sino:"aw'phangelinamhlanjemama"?

Me:"ha.ababy"

Thatwasenough,they(herandOwe)dropped

everythingandrantotheirrooms.Ipickedup

Ubabalo

Me:"uqumbelentonboy"

Uba:"a.amama"

Me:"ha.antoningoku"?

Uba:"uthiboymamakum"

Me:"kantiawuyoboynaUba"?

Uba:"utanciuth'Ya'Kingkum"

Me:"ohsonowImustalsosayyoungKing"?



Henod,IkissedhimandtookUvebythehand

sayovasa.Xasigqibakwangenaicall...Afamiliar

number:/thenitregisteredunderBullet...which

meansNtandoleftwithaphone.WhywouldBullet

callmewithadifferentphonecozhe'soneofmy

driversandIhavehisnumber?

Me:"tatakhe"?

Him:"usalele"?

Iknewit!

Howthehelldoesaprisonercomeinwithaphone?

Orazikholoyalkwaeziprisonwarders?

Me:"hm.mh"

Him:"nd'celauzond'bona"

Me:"can't...I'mtakingthekidsout"

Him:"lateke"



Me:"I'mgoingtoJo'burglate...Ikhonaingxaki"?

Him:"uyothinieJo'burgbabe"?

Me:"IhavebusinessinJo'burg,orhaveforgotten

now"?

Him:"uzobuyaninike"?

Me:"babywhatisthis?WhyamIbeingcross-

questionedkanene"?

Him:"Ijustmissyou"

Me:"butund'shiyeaphaund'bonawakhethauyoba

libanjwakalok"

Him:"thisisnoteasyyazmamakhe"

Me:"butyou'reaman,youcanhandleit.Wellthat's

whatyoutoldme"

Wathula...

Iwastryingmybestnotfeelforhim,hechosethis.

Makay'handle'ishekengalendlelaebecinge

uzayenzangayo.Uthandolunamanyalakodwa:'(



Him:"uyayaz'bandiyakuthandaLuthando"?

Ikeptquiet

Him:"SibongileTrinaliqueLuthandoNtabeni"?

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"IsaidIloveyou"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Him:"areyousureaboutthat"?

Me:"babyIknowyouloveme,thoughattimeslike

nowyoujusthaveafunnywayofshowingit"

Him:"onedayyouwillunderstand"

Me:"aw'funiuthethanabantwanabakho?Maybe

they'llmotivateyoutocomeoutsooner"

Hechuckled.



Iputthephoneonloudspeakwakhewabamamela

bez'ncokolela.

Him:"Uvelile"?

Theyabruptlystoppedandlookedatthephone...

Him:"Ubabalo"

Them:"mamamhankutatamefoninyethu"
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Him:"iphoneyenu,sincewhendoyouhaveaphone"?

Uba:"tatambuyaloku"

Him:"zobuyaboysoon"

Uba:"a.anatatamuthiboywenakum"

Him:"kantiawungoboy"?

Uba:"a.atatam,tanciuthikumYa'King"



Him:"yawhat"?

Uve:"daddyuphiwena"?

Him:"I'mworkingboyboy"

Uve:"buyalokudaddyizaumama"

Him:"ohmyboy,ndizobuyakalokujustbealittle

patient"

Uba:"tatammani"

Him:"Ubabalo"

Uba:"ithiYa'King,suthiboy"

Him:"ohokay,Iloveyouguys"

Uve:"Loveyoudaddy"

Uba:"loveyoutatam"

Him:"nowgivemommyherphone"

Iwaslyingnexttothemthiswholetime,hiswarm

conversationwithhissonsmeltedmyheartsomuch

:'(Itookmyphone...



Me:"Beastyam"

Him:"yinton'leithethwanguUbabalobabe"?

Me:"youngKingbaby"

Him:"hee!Ngomphilotamnciumxelelelonto"?

Me:"ebedlalanoSihlesoitcouldbehim,oko

endixelelabaakangoBoyyenaunguYoungKing"

Him:"talkingaboutoTamnci,nihlelikakuhlenabo"?

Me:"yeah,butKuhlecanbequiteoverprotectiveand

alilbitcontrollingthoughandmnaandimqhelanga

enjena.Hecreepsme"

Him:"bearwithhim,he'sneverseenhisbigbrotherin

thisplacebeforesohefeelsitshisresponsibilityto

protectyouguyswhenI'mnotaround"

Me:"buturightnjeuSihle"

Him:"uyabaziabafanimamakhe,thoughhe'smore

hurtthanhisbrotherbuthecancomposehimself

quitewell"

Me:"oohuthibebezok'bonanini"?

Him:"izolo"



Me:"mmh"

Him:"uzozaninikengokuwena"?

Me:"andazbabe...NdizobonabutIcan'tcancelthe

outingIalreadytoldthekidstobathsosebezogqiba

ngoku"

Him:"xausizand'celaund'phathelemyblackleather

gloveszikwisportbag"

LolbutIneversaidndizozanjeunjanuNtando?Ijust

chuckled

Him:"Iknowyouwillcome,nobauzenini"

Me:"yousoundsure"

Him:"becauseIknowyou,you'remywife.Remember"?

Ismiled̂ _̂buthowdoeshedothat?

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"mmkay...byebyeandenjoyyouroutingwithour



kids"

Me:"thankyou"

Wehungup

Iranabathforthetwinsndabafakaandredialed

theirdad

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"IforgottotellyouthatIloveyou"

Him:"oh...Iloveyoumore"

Me:"butthenwhydoyousoundsurprised"?

Him:"Ijust...doesn'tmatter,enjoyyourday"

Me:"thethababy"

Him:"haymamakheyeka"

Me:"tatakhe"?

Him:"Ijustthoughtusand'qumbelengayoyonke

leway"



Me:"I'mhurtyes,mostlybecauseyouexcludedme

whenyouplannedthiswholethingyetyouexpected

metoacceptit"

Him:"Iwantedtoprotectyou"

Me:"butwiththatbeingsaidIwon'tbeupsetforever.

Iloveyou,you'remyhusband"

Him:"IknewthefirsttimeIproposedtoyouthat

you'reforkeepsyaz,eventhoughyouacceptedthe

proposalthesecondtime.Thankyouforsaying

that,meansalottome"

Me:"kayke...sharp"

Him:"sharp"

Ihunguppreparedmyselfandmyyoungkings,

packedtheirswimsuits,sunscreenandtowelsthen

wewentdownstairsandcalledourdriversand

waitedforthem.

Uba:"Sish'le"?



Sihle:"Ithoughtndingutamnci"

Uba:"Sish'lesawambanomamathina,nawe

'zohambanam"

Sihle:"uyand'xelelaoruyand'buzaUba"?

Uba:"ha.anakeSish'le"

Sihle:"whathaveIdonenow"?

Me:"kalokuumpheigamaelitsha...YoungKing,oko

esingxolelangalontonotatakhe"

Sihle:"heeengqina,kodwauyiKingnyhaniwena.

Comehere"

Hetickledhimuntilthecarcame,SinoandOweran

outside...Kuhlecameoutofhisroom:

Me:"we'regoingout,wannatagalong"?

Kuhle:"nibhekangaphi"?

Me:"beach...maybe,and'khosurebabafuna

ukuyaphi"



Kuhle:"isitsafethough"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...buttheycan'tbecoopedupin

hereforever"

Kuhle:"Idon'tthinkitsagoodidea..."

Me:"butK-"

Kuhle:"butsizohambasonkekejusttobeonthe

safeside"

Me:"oh..."

Kuhle:"Veveizakutamnciwakho"

:)Igrabbedmybagandfollowed,wegotintothecar.

Me:"Sinoufunautyantoni"?

Her:"uMcDonaldsmama"

Me:"Owe"?

Him:"nd'bawelaipizzamnamama"

Me:"uzohluthayipizzaboy"?



Him:"and'funiusmallkalokumama"

Me:"ooh,botamncinizotyantoni"?

Sihle:"mas'qalengaba,we'llseewhattoeatalongthe

way"

Me:"okay"

Bulletdrovetntheseplaces,Icameoutwitheach

oneofthemakethelentoafunaukuyitya.Thenthe

unclesandIdecidedtobuyNandosfamilymealon

ourwaytothebeach,whenwegottherethekids

changedintoswimwearandtheirunclesjoinedthem

Isatinsidethecarjustwatchingthem.

IrememberedrecentlywhenIhadgonetothe

hospitalbecausemyhusbandandmychildrenhad

beeninanunfortunateaccident,thewayIlostit

whenIdidn'tseeoneofthetwins.Ihadalready

concludedtheworstandmyhusband'scalmnature

wasn'thelpingatall.AsIsatinthatcarI

rememberedhowmuchNtandotoleratesme.He



does.Helovesmewithmytantrums,sometimesits

asifhedoesn'tseemeubonathisperfectwife

who'swaytoogoodevenforhim...Istilldon'tknow

howhedoesthat.Imissedhim.Imissedplaying

pillowfightswithhim,Imissedhearinghisdeep

voiceinthemorningorhismoansandgroans...

:'(

"usharpMrs"?

IsnappedandlookedatBullet...

Me:"hm"?

Him:"ugrand"?

Me:"yeah...why"?

Him:"ingath'ucingakudemadam"

Me:"haymanndigrand"

Iatesnacksandjustwatchedmyfamilyhavingthe



timeoftheirlives,seeingthemplaysofreelyand

happilybroughtpeacetomyheart.

Evecalled...

Me:"EvelynSmith"

Her:"heylil'Sis,howareyou"

Me:"I'mokay,you"?

Her:"I'mcool...Uhm,canwetalk"?

Me:"shoot"

Her:"I'vebeenharbouringthissinceaboutlastweek,I

justwanttoapologiseformyreactiontowards

everythingthathappenedwhenIwasthere"

Me:"itsokay"

Her:"Iknowitsnot,Ijust...Iguessforaminuteit

dawnedtomethatbeingagangsta'swifeisn'tas

glamorousasweseeittobe"

Me:"likeIsaidEve,itsokay.Iunderstand"

Her:"I'mreallysorrylil'sis.Evenwhenyoucalledthat



dayIknowIwasabitoffish.I'msorrycozthatwasa

resultofmebeingjugdmentalofyourlife"

Ikeptquiet...

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...

Her:"Iknowyouguysloveeachotherdespitethe

dangersthatcomewithyourlifeandthatalone

bringsmepeace"

Me:"You'reabigsisforrealyouknowthat"

Her:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,nowwhenarewedoingthefinal

preparationsforyourwedding"?

Her:"I'llbetherenextweek,ifthatsokaywithyou"

Me:"ofcourseitsokay,ifyou'llbringBooboo"

Her:"ha.aha.awhereishegoing,we'llbeworking

mostofthetime"

Me:"he'llgetachancetobondwithhisother



cousins"

Her:"they'reback?Ohokay,I'llgoandfetchhim"

Me:"okaythen"

WefinishedoffourconversationthenItooktowels

out,thefoodandsnacksandwenttolaythemonthe

sand.Theyallcamerunningtotheshore

Uba:"mamamYa'Kingyas'immerphaaaneSish'le"

Me:"YoungKinguyaswimmer"?

Uba:"ewemama,as'immeruUbawakho"

Hewasjustsoadorable,Ikissedhimandeveryother

childthenbatya

Sihle:"sonowwherearewegoingguys"?

Owe:"moviestamnci"

Sino:"Iwannagoshoppingmnatamnci"



Sihle:"yho,ingath'ndiz'qaleleintoibikudekunam"

Sino:"ifaw'nayoimaliyeshoppingakhongxaki

tamnci"

Kuhle:"we'llgoshoppingnanaakhongxaki"

Sino:"thankyou"

IsawwhatNtandowastalkingaboutkuKuhle,yes

hewashappyrightnowbuthedidn'twantmy

childrentofeellagapyok'bautatawaboengekho.

Butthenagain,uNtandouhlalaengekhomostofthe

timenjeandabantwanabakheareusedtonot

seeinghimallthetime.Thistimewasnodifferent.

Okaymaybeke...Moralsupport:)whileeveryone

wasenjoyingthemselvesIgotacallfromKabelo

Me:"Kabs,hey"

Him:"heyhowareyou"?

Me:"I'mgreatman,yourself"?

Him:"samehere,Ineedafavour.Ahugeone"



Me:"okayletshearit"

Him:"IhaveaseminarthiscomingFridaywiththe

secondyearlawstudents,I'dliketoincludeyouin

ourprogramjusttosayawordortwoofmotivation"

Me:"ohokay,whattimewilltheseminarbeheld"?

Him:"twelveafternoon,andwe'llpayforyourflightso

don'tstressyourselfaboutanything"

Me:"hah,youdon'thavetoIwasgonnacomethat

sidethisweekanyway"

Him:"areyousure"?

Me:"yeah,lookI'llcontactyouThursdaysowecan

meetupandyou'llbriefmeofwhatisrequiredof

me"

Him:"ohthankyou"

Me:"alright,thankyouforthinkingofme"

Him:"enjoytherestofyourday"

Me:"sharp"



Ihungupandsmiled

ThismeansI'mnolongergoingtoJozi

namhlanje,meaningIcanvisittabaetonight.

"whoeverthatwas,theysurelyhaveanimpactinyour

lifeuncumolwakhosaysalot"

Me:"hm"?

Kuhle:"thephonecall"

Me:"whataboutit"?

Kuhle:"nevermind"

Oh-kay?
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Weateupandwenttothemovies,itwasalready

gettinglatesowhenwecameoutbafunaukuyakwi

shoppingndaz'khuphamna



Me:"there'ssomewhereIhavetobe,can'twedothe

shoppingnextweekendSino"?

Sino:"yhomama"

Me:"ohhaike,makuqalekugoduswemnakushiywe

nabantwanathentherestofy'allcangoshopping"

Sihle:"uvileyoungKingnizoshiyeka"?

Uba:"osh'ekanawema"

Sihle:"uzoshiyekanoFats,notnamUbabalo"

Hesulked:(

Itoldthedriverstodriveushome,ndohlikamna

nabantwanabamastherestwenttotheirshopping

spree.WhenwewenttothebeachIhadworn

chiffonshortonepiecewithsandals,sonowI

changedandworeadenimshirt/dressthatreached

justabovethekneealongwithwhitechucksanda

whiteNikecap.IlookedfortheglovesIwasasked



tobring,puttheminmyhandbagndaphumaand

bumpedontoUvedownstairseatingacarrot,Ibent

downandkissedhim

Uve:"yaphimama"?

Me:"ndiyakude...kissumamakho"

Uve:"zabuyanedaddy"?

Me:"ha.adaddyakazobuyanamhlanje,but,I'lltellhim

youmisshimokay"

Henod,Ikissedhimonemoretimebeforegrabbing

mycarkeysandleavingthehouse.Idroveinmy

ownpace...

Lauracalled...

Me:"Laura,goodday"

Her:"goodMrsNtabeni,Ijustwantedtofindouthow

dowegetthekeytotheboutique"

Me:"whenwereyouplanningtobeginwiththework"?



Her:"Tomorrow,butI'monmywaytoPErightnowI

havetofetchafile"

Me:"when'syourreturntoJo'burg"?

Her:"tomorrowmorning"

Me:"callmebeforeyourflightthensoIcangiveyou

thekey"

Her:"alright"

Me:"cheers"

Iwenttoparkmycar,tookadeepbreathandfixed

myselfbeforeheadingtotheprisonentrance.Iwas

checkedthenndasiwakwiwaitingsection...

Again,esecaleni.Private.Hewasn'ttheresoIwaited

impatiently

"umntuakazobiwakengokuxaasukeabemhle

kangakaumyenakheebanjiwe"

Ilookedupandsmiled,kodwauNtandowonwabile



apha...helooked:pyummy.Istoodupandwentto

hughim

Heheldmetightbythewaist,Iburiedmyheaddeep

inhischestandtookadeepbreath.Hisonehand

wentlowerandcuppedmybuttocksIgiggledand

kissedhisneck.Heliftedmychinandsmiled

Him:"youreallylookhot"

Me:"becozIamhot...orhaveyouforgotten"?

Hepeckedmylipsandledmetothetableinthe

middleoftheroom,Isatonthetableashesatonthe

chairsajongana.Itookmyhandbagndamnikai

gloveszakhe

Him:"thankyou,howwastheouting"?

Me:"bekumnandi,yourkidshavegoneshoppingwith

theirunclesnangoku"

Him:"andtheyoungkings"?



Me:"ha.aIleftthemathome,kuhambeababadala"

Him:"mmh,otherwiseunjanwena"?

Me:"ndigrand,asyoucansee,lontobakuphethe

kakuhleapha.Uyaglow'er"

Him:"everheardniqqascallingmeKing"?

Me:"uyiKingnasemjivakengoku"?

Him:"everywhereIgo"

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,uyaz'baselauNtando

s'trubob!Weconversedforawhilelongerthenitwas

timeformetogo

Me:"Ihavetogonow,UvelilesaidIshouldaskyou

ubuyanini"

Him:"justgimmetwomoreweeksmamakhe"

Me:"yhoandidikwekubalonelymna"!

Him:"babe..."

Me:"ormaybe,Ishouldfindmyselfasecondhusband



kulaJo'burgndiyakuyo"

Him:"usayaeJo'burg"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"mmh,ngas'kend'benguweunethemba

lofumanaomnyuhusband"

Me:"kaloknaweumandelwekuhlalaphayetkuse

winterandIneedsomeonetohusbandme"

Hishandwentupmythighethuleandnoteven

lookinguptomyface

Iwhispered:

Me:"wenzani"?

Hestopped,stoodupbetweenmylegswithout

removingthehandandthenhecametomy

neck,kissedhiswayuptomyearandwhispered

back



Him:"youbetterbejokingkulentouy'thethayoor

whoeverthatmanis,he'llregretthedayhesawthe

sun"

Me:"areyouthreateningme"?

Him:"takeitasawarning"

Myentirespinefroze,Ntandomeantwhathesaid:o

withoutevengivingmeachancetosayanother

wordhestuckhistonguedownmythroat,wellitsno

doubtandcertainlynosecretthathe'smyweakness.

Ifoundmyselfpullinghimclosertowardsthetable

aswekissedthenhestoppedandstaredrightinto

myeyes

Him:"kuyoyonkeintooyenzayojustrememberthatI

don'tlikesharingmywoman"

Me:"Iwouldn'twannabesharedtoo"

Him:"good,I'mgladweunderstandeachother"



Thenhekissedmeagainuntilwebothstopped,Igot

offthetableandtookmybag.Idon'tknowhowIfelt

aboutthethreathejustmade...butIknowforsureit

mademeuneasy.

Him:"youknowIwouldn'thurtyouonpurpose,right"?

Me:"hm"?

Him:"I'dneverhurtyou"

Ifakedasmile,heheldmyupperarmandbrusheda

strandofhairoutofmyfacewhilekeepingintense

eyecontact.

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"buthowdoyouthreatenumntu

omthandayo,yourwife"?

Him:"Iamnotthreateningyou,I'mjustputtingitout

there"

Me:"wellitfeelslikeathreattomeokay,andIdon't



likethatfeeling"

Him:"Luthandoand'hlelangaaphakuband'thanda

nam.Ihaveahome,afamilyyethereIamsleeping

onbunkseatingcrapdayinanddayout"

Me:"Ineveraskedyoutodothat,youdecidedtobe

herewithoutmyconsenteven"

Him:"youjustdon'tunderstandneh?Iloveyou,okay?

IreallydobutkulenaintoIdonotneedyour

consent,IdonotneedyourapprovalthoughIam

herebecauseIhavetoprotectyouandtheentire

family.Itoldyouitainteasy,Itoldyouwaaaybefore

thattherewillcomeatimewhenyouwillneedtobe

strongandhaveabackboneofyourown.Thattime

isnow,eitheryouarewithmeoryouarenot.

MakucaceicalaokulobabybecauseIcan'tbe

fightingbloodwarsoutcheakuphindekufuneke

ndilwisanenawe"

Ndodamyand'gcwaliselandamathainxibei'ovaroro'

eorange:'(Ievenmumbledmyanswer



Me:"andilwisaninawemnaI'mjustsayingqha"

Him:"xandinendlelayouknowIspoilyou,Itrymy

utmostbesttospendrightaboutenoughtimewith

youufunand'thinikexauzaw'thiuzoz'khangelela

omnyeumyeniasifandikhongoku"?

Me:"haiboNtandoIwasjoking,where'syoursenseof

humour"?

Him:"imnkenetrongo"

-_-Iheadedforthedoor

Him:"youdidwellwithYanga'screw..."

Iturnedndamjonga,hewasstillfacingthetable

meaninghehadhisbacktowardsme

Him:"...eventhoughYangasurvivedbutIgottagiveit

toyou.YoudidreallywellMrs,youmadeevenmore

proudofyou"



Ijustwentthroatdryforasec...

Me:"howdoyouknowitwasme"?

Heturnedandfacedme,witharmsfoldedacrosshis

broadchest

Him:"what'simportantisthatIdoknow"

Me:"itwasunintentionalyazbaby...theyjust

corneredmeIhadtofindawaytostopthem"

Him:"Iknow..."

Iexhaled

Me:"thoughtuzocaphukawhenyoufindout"

Hetookthefewstepstomeandheldbothmy

arms...yhouyenzaieyecontactuNtando:/



Him:"Und'phunguleleumthwalo

babe,ndizocaphukelantoni"?

Me:"...don'tknow"

Hekissedmeonemoretime,afterthatkissIjust

huggedhimthenndahamba.Itwasreallylateand

myfearwasarepetitionofthatnight.

...

LaurahadcalledsoImetherattheairport,gaveher

thekeysotheycanproceedwiththeinteriordeco.

Threedayslater,alloverthenewswereadandheard

thatsixinmateswerebrutallymurderedtheprevious

nightatthePEprison.Theirnamesweren't

mentionedbeausetheirfamilymembersweren't

informedyet.Ididn'ttakemuchintoit,nothingtold

meNtandowaspartofthemurderedinmatessoI

justcarriedonwithlife.

Fourthday,anothersixwasannounced



dead..somethingaboutacidwatertheydrank

unknowingly.

Fifthday,thenumberescalatedtoeightthatwas

strangledonseperatetimesandseperatecellshaike

thistimearoundIgotshaken.IwasatworkbtI

wasn'tworkingatall,mymindwasrunningallover

theplaceIjustcouldn'tkeepfocus.Imadeitapoint

towatchmiddaynewsonline,againtherewas

anothermurdercasebutnowanentiregangwas

founddeadandthewardersandprisondoctors

apparentlysuspectedfoodpoisoning.Bynowmy

mindwasreallyoverworkingitselfsotoease

myself,Iimmediatelydialedlaforeignnumberka

'Bullet'andcalledNtando:

"thenumberyouhavedialeddoesnotexit"

Me:"whatthehell"?

Iredialed,sameresult!



YHU
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Ipackedmybagsandlefttheofficewithoututtering

anotherwordtoanyone,Igotintomycaranddrove

home.OnmywayIcalledMarc,Ranger,Bullet,I

calledeveryoneoftheBeastnationbuttheywereall

onvoicemail.EvenBullet?Isn'thesupposedtobe

mykeeperna?Ienteredandparkedinthe

driveway,Kuhlewasoutsideshoutingatsomeoneon

thephonesoIjustwalkedpasthimndangena

endlinionlytofindSihledoingthesamething

aph'endlini...guesswewereallstressedbywhatwas

happening.Iwentuptomyroom,lockeditandfell

downonmykneesandprayed.Iknewverywellthat

IhadnoothershouldertocryonbuttocrytoGod,I

laymyallrightatHisfeet,Ihadtobaremyheartto

Himwhowas,HimwhoIs,Himwhoistocome.Like

David,IcriedtoGodatmydistressandHeheard

me...

Ithink:/



Myphonebeeped,IquicklysaidAMENandchecked

myphone,itwasamissedcallnotificationfrom

Ntando.Iredialledhim

Him:"I'mokay"

Me:"really,ahThankYouJesus"

Him:"Ineedtoaskyouafavour"

Me:"anything"

Him:"Iwantyoutoeraseourcallhistoryonyour

phone,andthenyouwillhavetoceasefromcalling

untilIcallyouinaweekortwo"

Me:"...okay"

Him:"sharpke"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupandrestedmyheadontheedgeofmybed

lookingup...Ialmosthadaheartattackyaz.Just

then,thatexactmomentIfeltfamiliarabdomenial

painsinmylowerbody.Theyweren'tsharpbutI



couldstillfeelthem,verypainfull.Islowlygotupand

wenttothebathroom,returnedtomyroom,drank

twopaincapsulesandgotintomypj'sndalala.I

neededtorestorI'llgoinsane.

...

MarcushadreallydumpedLizforLinda,hepaid

maintananceforhissonandcheckedonhimoncein

awhile.TurnsoutLindaisahighrankingprison

warderbyprofession,whichmademerealizehow

calculatingmybrotheris.Hehasababymamaat

correctionalservicesandnowaprisonwarder

girlfriend...Cometothinkofit,hecouldhaveplanned

thiswholesituation.Anyway,Elizabethmovedto

Jo'burgtoworkthatsideandshewasrecovering

fromthebreakup.SheapparentlymetupwithVince

:vtheybecameclosebuddiesinashortwhileand

thentheystarteddating...

IactuallyfoundoutwhenIhadsentEvelyntocheck

onmyboutiquesinceshewasgonnacomethisside



anyway,uthikeshewentforabiteatthejointwafika

uLizesitya

Eve:"Liz?Whatareyoudoinghere"?

Liz:"Evehey,plsjoinme"

Evejoinedherandmadeherownorder...

Eve:"So...Iheardyoubrokeupwithmybrotherand

thenBAM,Jo'burg"?

Liz:"yeah,Ineededachangeofscenery.CapeTown

hastoomanymemoriesforme"

Eve:"mmh,sowhataboutwork"?

Liz:"thankGodIwastransferedherebywork,butI

gottasay...tislekkerhier"

Eve:"ekkansien,you'reglowing...ifIdidn'tknow

betterI'dsayyou'vefoundloveagain"

Sheblushed...SendingEvetoaloudexclaimation.



Eve:"whaaaat?Who'stheluckyguy"?

Liz:"Ithinkyouknowhim,I'veseenhimwithyour

sisteronce"

Eve:"withTrina?Don'ttellmehe'sagangstaaswell"

Liz:"nohe'snot...Atleastthat'swhathesays."

JustthenVincentappearedandcametohug

Eve,theymadeconversationforamoment

Vince:"soyouknoweachother"?

Eve:"whatdoyoumeanweknoweachother?Doyou

twoknoweachother"?

Vince:"erhyes"

Eve:"really?How"?

Liz:"thisisuhm...TheguyIwastalkingabout"

Eve:"Thisisth-wait!YouandVince?Ohmy

goodness?Someonetellmethisisajoke"



Vince:"calmdownEve...Howdoyoutwoknoweach

other"?

Eve:"she'sMarc'sbabymama"

Vince:"asinMarc'O'Polo"?

Liz:"erh,yesthat'stheone"

Eve:"Ibetyoudidn'tknowthathe'staBeast'sbrother

too"

Thentherewassilence...Evejustlaughedatthem.

Eve:"I'msorry,Ithoughtyouguysknoweachother"

Liz:"wellwedonow"

:DEvepaidherbillandleftthemtodigestthenew

information...Immediatelyaftersheleftthemshe

calledme...

Me:"hey"



Her:"whydoyousoundsodown"?

Me:"itsfatigue...what'sup"?

Her:"you'llneverbelievewhatIjustdiscovered"

Me:"itbetterbegoodnews"

Her:"heeeIdon'tknowaboutthat,butIjustsaw

LizardinJo'burg"

Me:"Liz?Isn'tshesupposedtobeinCape

Town,working"?

Her:"apparentlysherelocated"

Me:"mmh,that'snice.Afreshstart"

Her:"afreshstartthatinvolvesyourdearfriendand

half-brotherinlaw,Vincent"

Me:"Vincent?AsintheShisaNyamamanager

Vincent"?

Her:"youcanbeslowattimesyouknowthat?Yes

Luu,thatVincent"

Me:"aretheyfriends"?

Her:"theyaredating"



Me:"what"?!

Her:"yep,exactlywhatIsaidtoo"

Me:"OMW!Sincewhen?Howdidyouevenfindout"?

Her:"issalongstory,willtellyouwhenIseeyouI'm

comingnextwednesday"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup

...

SincethefirstdayoftheprisonmurdersIhaven't

beenfeelingwellatall,thiswasasecondweekwith

myhusbandinjailandjustonemoreweekaphume.

Wellthat'swhathesaid...

IpreparedtogotoJo'burg...andonthatnoteImade

anappointmentwithDrLaurenXavier,thegynaewho

discoveredanddiagnosedmewithAUB.

SomethingtoldmenottogoonThursdayas

arrangedwithKabsbutinsteadItoldMotofetchme



Friday.Iwokeup,tookaquickshowerandsatdown

infrontofthedressingtableapplyingmymakeup

whenSihleknocked

Me:"it'sopen"

Sihle:"hey...IhopeI'mnotdisturbingyou"

Me:"no,what'sup"?

Sihle:"Idon'tmeantobenosy,justthatI'venoticed

youhaven'tbeenyourselfthesepastfewdays"

Me:"oh..."

Sihle:"Iknowezizintosizivaezindabenimaybetaking

atollonyoubutwe'rehereforyou"

Me:"ndirightSihle,I'mjustgoingthroughwomen

stuffyouwouldn'tunderstandevenifItried

explainingtoyou.Thankyouthough"

Hesmiled...

Sihle:"I'mgoingtoJo'burginanhour,waswondering

ifakhontouzay'dingakwelacala"?



Me:"ndiyangaphayananam,businessmeeting"?

Sihle:"yes,nd'yomelaubhutikwiboardmeeting

uKuhleuyaeKapa"

Me:"guesswe'llleavetogetherke"

Him:"businessmeeting"?

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"seeyoudownstairsthen"

Me:"sho"

Heleft,Ifinishedupandtookoutclothestowear:

maroonkneelengthtrenchcoat,matchingstrappy

stilettos,matchingclutchbag,beigepoloneck,and

matchingChinos.

OnceIwasfullydressedIswitchedthekangaroo

casefromthecreamclutch,putallmyphonesand

walletinsidethemaroonclutch.Iputon

perfume,lockedmyroomandwentdownstairs

kissedmykidsthenleftwithuncleSihle.Mongeza

andhisloyaltywasalreadywaiting,uyand'chazayaz

lomfana?WhenIcalledhimkhang'atshobauhleli



esisauSihleeJo'burguvelenjewavumaxand'sithi

ndcelaazond'thatha.TheflighttoJoziwasaquiet

one,wellformeitwaskindapainfulcozitcame

alongwithmemories.ThethingsmyhusbandandI

woulddointhesecouches:p;whenwefinally

landedIcalledKabelo

Kabz:"MissSmith,haveyoulanded"?

Me:"yes,seeyouatcampus"

Kabz:"alright"

Me:"shap"

IaskedSihle'sdriverstodropmeoffatcampuson

theirwaytotakingSihletoPretoria,theydidwithout

arguing.Igotoff...

Sihle:"ujikakwanamhlanjemos"?

Me:"yeah,I'llcallyou"

Sihle:"sure"



IwenttoUJ,deliveredthemotivationalspeachthen

wewenttoWitsandTUTforthesamething.After

that,KabztookmeouttoabrunchatWimpyandI

wasreallyhungryIcouldn'tsayno

Kabz:"thankyouforcomingMissSmith,wereally

appreciatewhatyou'vedone"

Me:"itsnobiggieKabelo,butwhatcouldbea

problemisyouaddressingmeasSmith"

Kabz:"itcould"?

Me:"ifyouwannagoallformalonmethencallme

MrsNtabeni,otherthanthatsticktoTrina"

Kabs:"I'msorryman,didn'tmeantodisrespectyou

likethat"

Me:"itscoolaslongasweunderstandeachother,so

whenisthenextsermon"?

Kabz:"nextisanexpo,thenbeforetheendoftheyear

wedoayearendsermonwiththe4thyearstudents

butwe'llsendyourinvitationwhenthetimeiscloser"



Me:"alright,I'llwaitforit"

WeateourbrunchthenIaskedhimtodropmeoffat

DrXavier'soffice,hedroppedmeoffandleft.I

waitedformyturnandwhenitfinallycameIwent

in,sheaskedmeafewquestionsthenranacouple

oftests.

Her:"Theresultsareback"

IshifteduncomfortablyasIwaitedforhertosay

something...

Her:"I'mafraidtheAUBisbackandthere'snothing

muchwecandoasyet..."

Me:"notreatment"?

Her:"ifwetreatitnowitmightturnintocervical

cancer,wehavetoatleastwaitforthebleeding"



Iwantedtocryasifkuthwemandilindeukufa.I

calledSihlewadlulangamsagoduka.Ispentthe

entireweekendinmyroom,thekidswouldcomeand

gonoFatsand'phatheleukutya..untilndadikwa

nakukwanasaiintlunguIacceptedaninvitationIgot

fromLegalWisefornetworkingandithadan

advantageorratherapossibilityofonescoringa

contracttotrainthenewstaffforeightmonths.

ThisdayIwassupposedtoattendthatwhenIwoke

uptothestenchofblood...AsmuchasIfelt

unbearablepiercingpainsIgotupandlookeddown

atmyself:'(that'swhenitdawnedtomethatthis

thingwasreallyback.
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Iremovedthewholebeddingandwenttosoakitin

thebathingtubalongwithmypyjamabottomsthenI

tookashower,driedmybodyandwrappedatowel

asIwalkedoutbarefootbacktomybedroom.Iput

onfreshbedlinen,openedthewindowsandsprayed

airfreshnerintheairtokillthebloodstenchandits



bacteriathenIputonasanitarytowel,tightsand

velvetgreytrackpantsnevest.Isatdownandcalled

LegalWisetocancel,themanager'sPAwasreally

niceandunderstandingwhenItoldheritwas

becauseofmedical/healthreasonsthatIcouldn't

attendthefunction.AfterthatcallIgotuptogo

downstairs...Ifeltasharppainpiercingstraight

acrossmylowerbelly,thatmomentIfeltmyknees

failingmybodycozIsawmyselfgoingdowntothe

floorasIclutchonthatarea.AsIstruggledtobreath

throughthepainandtears,mydamnphonerang.I

ignoredit.Itrangagain,Icancelledthecallwithout

evenlookingatthescreentoknowwhowascalling.

Itrangthethird,forthandfifthtimeIpickeditup

ndiqond'bandizokhuphelakuyoumsindowalento

indityayountilInoticedthatitwasmyhusband

calling,immediatelyIwipedmyeyesandclearedmy

throatthoughIknewthatwasprettypointless

becauseheknowswhensomethingiswrong,andas

muchasIwantedhim...no,asmuchasIneededhim

nexttomerightnow:(Ididn'twannastresshim

ngentoangenachizalayophof'ayoyikayokwayena.I

knowhefearsAUBIsawthatfearinhiseyesthe



lasttimeIhaditngokundandikhulelweoUbabalo.

Andontopofthatmnandinguloutefayongendalo

soIdidn'twanthimtothinkI'mfakingthiswhole

AUBthingjusttomakehimfeelguilty,Ihavelearntto

acceptthatBeastdoesn'treporttome.WhenBeast

isprovoked,hereacts.WhenBeastwantstoget

loose,hedevourssoIknewthattherewasareason

whyhewasbehindbarsevenifIwon'tbetoldin

detail...Butwiththatbeingsaid,Istillneededmy

husbandtohelpmethroughthis.

Me:"low"

Him:"heyuri-you'vebeencrying.Utheni"?

*cough*

Me:"I'mokay,whatsup"?

Him:"Luthandodon'tlietome,okay"?

Tearsandwet,runnynoseweremakingmypretty

faceaplayingfieldphof



Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout,butIdo

thinkndiqalwayiflu"

Hekeptquiet,Iontheotherhandwasdyingonthis

floorbutIdidn'twannaworryhimebusyetrongweni.

IfhelistenedcarefullyI'msurehecouldhearmy

silentcries,abnormalbreathingsandjusteverythingI

wasdoingsilentlythatverymoment.

Him:"LuthandoNtabeni"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"ukhalelani"

Me:"ItoldyouIamnotcr-"

Him:"ucing'bandidomneh?Icanhearyou'recrying

manLuthandostopthisguessinggameshityou're

onandtellmewhatthefuckiswrongwitchu"!!!

Okay

Iremovedthephonefrommyearjustforasecond



nday'jongaasifndizam'bonaend'shoutabut

ndaphindanday'buyiselastillwonderingwhatjust

happened.Ididn'tanswerhim,maybethat'swhyhe

gotevenmoreimpatient:

Him:"LUTHANDONTABENIWHATTHEFUCKIS

WRONGWITHYOU?WHYTHEFUCKAREYOU

CRYINGSOEARLYINTHEMORNING?WHATTHEF-

"

Me:"don'tyouraiseyourfuckenvoiceatmeNtando

tu,don'tyoudare.Asseblief"!

Him:"myfuckenvoice?Hehmfazindiniufunandithini

kexand'thethayo?Ispeakinanapproachable

tone,youdon'tcooperate.NowIchangethetone,still

youhaveaproblem.Kantiufunandithinike

Luthando"?

Me:"IWANTYOUTOCOMEHOMENTANDO

DAMNIT!Comehome"

Him:"hehbethunangumhlola!Notsolongagowe

hadthissameconversationandItoldyou...infactI

explainedtoyouwhyIcan'tcomehomeright



now,wangathiyouunderstand.Kutshintshephi

kengoku?Aph'ebominibakhowhyungafuni

ukuzifundisaukwaziulindaS'bongile?Whycan'tyou

foroncebepatient?Cooperate?Huh?Whyisthat

sooofuckenhardforyoutodo"?

SowithinablinkofaneyeIwentfromLuthando

NtabenitoSibongile?Isniffedandwipedmyeyes

withthebackofmyhand,shoutingathimkindatook

awaythelittleangerthathadunnoticeablybuilt

insideofme.Iwasnowcalm...

Itookadeepbreathbeforeansweringhim...my

voicehadnowsuddenlybecameagoodcomparison

tothatofachurchmouse

Me:"theAUBisback"

Cwaka

Me:"andthere'snotreatingitthistimearound"

Cwaka

Me:"DrXaviersaysifshetreatsit,itcouldreformand



turnintocancer"

Iheardhimeitherexhaleorsigh,I'mnotquitesure

Him:"sowhathappensnow"?

Me:"IwaituntiliphindeiyekeafterthatperiodIgofor

pap-smearthenwetakeitfromthere"

Him:"isitpainfulnangoku"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"it'sokay,it'snotyourfault.Anyway,I'msureyou

hadareasonforcalling"

Him:"Itdon'tmatteranymore"

Me:"arghcummon!SeewhyIdidn'twannatellyou

ngalento?Yousee"?

Him:"Iknowlewayyakhoibuhlunguyoudon'thaveto

acttoughonmenow.Iwasthefirstonewhosaw

youokuqalakwayoandIwitnessedthepainyou



werein"

Ikeptquiet...

Hewastellingthetruth

Him:"Nalique"

:'(

Hewashurtingtoo,that'swhyIdidn'twannatellhim.

WhenNtandosays'Nalique'kubangathiuyalila

ngaphakathiitdoesn'tmatterhowangryhewasor

howupsethewaswithmetheminutehecallsme

'Nalique'Iknowthehumanpartofhimiseither

hurtingforrealoruyazisolaforsomethingandright

nowhewashurting.ThatverymomentIjustknew

thatSingavukak'sasakusithwaabhubheonke

amabanjwakulatrongoakuyowashiyekayedwa

becauseuzakufunaumntuwokhuphelaumsindo

nengcwangu.

Me:"hm"?



Him:"behonestwithmenow"

Me:"kay"

Him:"howareyoufeeling?Likerightnow"?

Me:"IfeellikeIcouldjustripthisuterusandeventhe

womboutofmybodykupheleyonkelento"

Him:"doyouwantmetocallinaspecialist?Geta

secondopinion"?

Me:"howwillyoudothatusetro-youknow

what,forgetIaskedthat.Idon'tknow"

Him:"youdon'tknow"?

Me:"babeIwanttobenormalagainokay?ButIknow

Iwon'tbeabletohandleyonkemnalentoalone,the

tests,thenegativereactionstotreatment...I'mnot

strongenoughforthatrightnowandthen

abantwanastillhavetwomoreweeksherethey

won'tunderstandwhat'shappeningtomomayI

won'tcopenjeI'msorry"

Hekeptquiet



Igotupfromthefloorandsatonthebed,thepains

werenumbnow.

Him:"I'llmakeaplantocomeoutthisweekthenwe'll

seehowtogoforward"

Hespeaksasifhe'satsomehospitalorhotel

anaphumananininaefuna:oamItheonlyonewho

thinksprisonsareoverrated?

Me:"kay"

Him:"Iloveyouokay,Ireallydoandand'funinto

ezokuhlukumezaemphefumlweninjengalenainto"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Him:"helpmekeandrestuntilyoufeelbetter"

Me:"Istillhavetogoandcheckemsebenzini,planan

openingeventfortheboutiqueinJohannesburg,

meetthemarketingteambutemvakwazozonke

ezontoIwillrest"



Him:"CallLiboandcheckngephoneplsmamakhe"

Me:"babykalokusomethingsneedm-"

Him:"Naliquepls,yourhealthismoreimportantthan

anybusinessrightnow.And'funungabinamfazimna

becauseofsomestupidbusiness,okay."

Okayndathulake,lentoingumfazikumele

ithobeke,futhiiginyenobakuyakrakramntaka

dabawo.

Me:"Nd'celaundithembisekethatuzobuyanyhani

kuleveki"

Him:"ifthingsgoaccordingtoplanthennd'zobuya

nyhani"

Me:"babethat'snotapromise"

Him:"Ipromise"

Iexhaled



Me:"thankyou"

Him:"I'llcheckonyouagainintheafternoonneh?"

Me:"youdon'thaveto,butthat'sokay"

Him:"nowerasethiscallfromyourphone"

Me:"sho"

AfterhehungupIdeletedthecallhistorythenI

checkedmyselfandwentdownstairstohave

breakfast.ThehousewasquietbutFatimawas

cleaningthelounge

Me:"baph'abantubalaphaFats"?

Her:"uKuhleuyeePretoria,uSihletookthekidsto

thezoo"

Me:"ohokay"

IwenttomakemyselfcerealwithdriedfruitthenI



wenttoeatonthepatiowatchingtheseawaves

goingbackandforth...AsIwaseating,Igotacall

fromanumberwithZambia'sregistrationandwith

everythingthat'sbeengoingon,Ireallywantedto

rejectitbutmyinstinctwouldn'tallowme

Me:"hello"

Him:"Trina,plsdon'thangup.Ineedyourhelp"

Me:"Gudda?UfunantonieZambia?Kuniniufunwa

kokwenu?"

Him:"pls,youneedtohelpme.Idon'tknowhowIgot

here,Ican'tgetthroughtotaBeast'sline,Idon'tknow

Ranger'snumberbyheartandandinamalinordoI

havedocumentstofindmywaybackhome"

Me:"youdoknowthatI'minnopositiontohelpyou

becauseyoumessedwithmyhusband,sidedwith

yourdadbecauseyouhavenospinewhatsoever"

Him:"haibo,meandtaBeastaregrandnje.Andi

taimaisemjivawhatareyoutalkingabout"?

Me:"what?"



Him:"itaimaokoyay'ngaphakathiTeemfethu"

:osomethingwasdefinitelywrongsomewhere

here,or,hewaspretendingthiswholelossofmemory

thing

Me:"sowhatdoyouwantmetodo"?

Him:"khatshokutaBeastathumeleuMo

azond'landamfethu"

:/
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Me:"youwantmetotellBeasttocallMo"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"whoisBeast"?

Him:"haiboTeehe'syourhusband,myboss"

Me:"ohthatguy,sohlukanak'dalanje.Younever

heard"?



Him:"Nomanwhatdoyoumeannohlukanak'dala?"

Me:"exactlythat,Ithinkitsbeenthreeyearsnow.

Kantihowlonghaveyoubeengone"?

Him:"heeehayand'yazinam"

Me:"welltrycallingyourfamily,orbetteryet,callyour

babymamaI'msurethey'llberelievedtoknow

usaphila"

Hewentsilent...

IwaitedandwaitedIendedupndiyibekangokwam

iphonecozakathethi.

...

WednesdayIwokeupandpreparedtoviawork

beforefetchingEveattheairport.WhenIgot

downstairsthekidsweregone.WellIdon'tknow

gonewheretobuttheyweren'tinthehousecozit

wastooquiet,Sihlewashavingbreakfastwothuka

whenhesawmebutakathetha



Me:"morning"

Him:"hey,feelingbetter"?

Me:"kancincibutbetterthanthepasttwodays"

Him:"youknowyououghttorest,right"?

Me:"right,andIwill.Obuyakwam,nowwhere'suncle

Kay"?

Him:"hewenttoGrahamstownwiththekidskuba

ekucingelakwingxoloandIwon'tbearoundthe

entireday"

Me:"butFatsishere,hedidn'thaveto"

Him:"myekewethu,uneztresszakhenaye"

Me:"mmh"

Iatecerealandfriutsalad,tookmybagandcarkeys

ndahamba.Iwenttowork,tooktwohours

respondingtoemails,checkingfinancialbooksand

adheringtogrievanceszabasebenziinmyabsence.I

resolvedtheresolvablethenIleftfortheairport,Eve



hadlandedalready.ShehadcomewithNathan,I

kissedhimthenwehittheroadsagqibezelathefew

thingswehadtodobeforeherwedding.

...

FridayagainIexperiencedthefamiliarpains,toa

pointIdidn'tevenattempttogodownstairsfor

breakfast.PasttenEvecameuptomyroomwith

breakfastwafikandilelengesisucrying,sheputthe

traydownandlaynexttometryingtocalmmedown.

Myphonerang,way'sabela...

Her:"taBeast"

Him:"Eve,howareyou"?

Her:"I'mokay,yourwifeisn't"

Him:"oh,what'swrongwithher"?

Her:"Idon'tknow,justfoundherinherbedroom

crying"

Him:"plsgiveherthephone"



SheputthephoneonmyearthoughIhadn'tstopped

crying,thisthingwaslikeahotashburningorarat

withverysharpteetheatingthroughmylower

abdomenkunzimanothetha

Him:"babe"

Cwaka

Him:"Luu"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"Evesaysyou'recrying,isitstillthatAUBthing"?

Me:"mh.mh"

Him:"IspoketoDrChettyandmadeanappointment

fornextweek,uthimasiyethisweekend"

Me:"mh"

Him:"getreadytomorrowmorning,eitherKuhleor

Sihlewilldriveyoutotheairport.I'llmeetyouin

Jo'burg"



Me:"kay"

Him:"utyile"?

Me:"lambanga"

Him:"butyouhavetoeat,youneedthestrengthto

getthroughtheday.Evenifyoumakeafruit

smoothiesthandwasampls"

Iturned'round,satupgrabbedatissueboxand

cleanedmyself.Thepainswereslowlydyingout

Him:"wenzani"?

Me:"I'msittingup,unjani"?

Him:"I'mokay,youfeelin'betternow"?

Me:"yousoundanxious,behonestwithme.Unjani"?

Him:"I'mokaynyhani"

Me:"kay,ifyousayso"

Him:"nowthatyoucantalk,tellmehowdoyoufeel

ngoku"?



Me:"thepainsarenumbrightnow,soIguessI'm

fine"

Him:"mmkay"

Me:"Imissyou"

Him:"I'mcomingoutofheretonightbut

ndizophumelaeJoburgIhavetocloseoffsome

dealthenwe'llspendtheweekendtogether,Imiss

youtoo"

Me:"kay...canyoucallmeagainlateron?Ihave

somethingtotellorrathernotifyyouof"

Him:"isEvestillwithyou"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"ohokay,keepyourphonewithyouthen"

Me:"sure,Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Wehungup.

IturnedtoEve,shegavemethetray



Me:"thanks,butIneedthebathroomfirst"

Shenodndamshiya,camebackafewminuteslater

ndatya.

Her:"so...what'sgotyousoupset"?

Me:"itsnothingIcan'thandle,don'tworryyourself

aboutit"

Her:"okay...Ifyoudon'tmind,canItakethekidsout?

Withyourdriversofcoz"

Me:"oh,ofcoz.Whereto"?

Her:"I'mnotsureyet,butwe'llsee"

Me:"ohokay,butplsleaveUbaandUvebehind.I

wannaspendsometimewiththem"

Her:"noproblem"

Sheleftmetoeatfinish,thenIfolloweddownthe



stairswithmytray,thekidsrantomeIalmost

droppedthetraythankstosisFatswhocaughtit.I

huggedallofthemthenwewenttositinthe

lounge,Ubaandhistwinonmylapsthentheothers

nexttomeonthecouch

Owe:"how'reyoufeelingmama?UncleSihlesaidwe

shouldn'tdisturbyoucozyou'resick"

Me:"I'mgettingbetterbigboy,thankyoufornot

disturbingme"

Owe:"ooh,that'sbettercozSinowantedtotell

granmathatyou'resick"

Sino:"heeeuOwetamnci"

Ikissedthesideofherheadbemhleka.

Eve:"goandprepareguys,we'releavingin20

minutes"

Sino:"uzohambanathinawemama"?



Me:"ha.ababe,Ican'tgooutdoorsuntilI'vemeta

doctor"

Sino:"thencalldad,he'llcalldoctorChettyordoctor

Dookens"

Me:"Ihave,butI'monlymeetingdoctorChettynge

weekend"

Owe:"okaykemama,letmegoandgetready"

Wefist-bumpedasheleft,hissisterfollowed,once

theywerereadybahambanomakaziwabo

ongumlungu.Itookmyphoneandwenttothepatio

withmybabies

Me:"sohowaretheyoungkings"?

Uve:"Missyoumommy"

Me:"ncoohbabyImissyoutoo,comegimmeahug

mntanam"

Uve:"uthibabykumwenamama"

Me:"heeeungenweyilentokayoungkingnawena



mntanam"?

Theybothblushed

Uve:"iphitatam"?

Me:"and'maziyaz'mntanam"

Uba:"thathamamamiphoneyakho"

Me:"youwantmetocallhim"?

Uba:"e.e"

Me:"we'llcallhimlater,fornowkhanindincokolele"

Uve:"thinasawambawutancimamasayakude"

Uba:"uSish'lekawambanganathiyenamamam"

...andtheconversationwentonandon.Iwas

enjoyingthis,listeningtotheyoungkingsblabbering

somewordsIdidn'tunderstandbutIenjoyedit.It

gotcoldndabangenisaendlini,boththeiruncleswere

homeandtheyseemedhappytoseemeoutofthe

roomforachange.Wejoinedthemwatchinga



comic,butIexcusedmyselfandwenttothe

bathroomtochangethesanitarytowelfirstthenI

returnedtothemsabukela.

Kuhle:"yhoyoudon'tknowhowrefreshingitistosee

youamongus,andIseeyou'refeelingbetterTee"

Me:"fornowyes,butinthenextminutewecouldbe

sayingsomethingelse"

Sihle:"ubukhewatyanamhlanje"?

Me:"eweuncleSish'le,auntEvemademebreakfast

earlieron"

Kuhle:"don'tmindusfussing,wecare"

Sihle:"andsingacujwangezandlangomnyumntu

xasinongakukhathaleli"

Oneoftheirphonesrang...

Kuhle:"Speakofthedevil,inaiphoneSihle

khaphendule"



Sihle:"hayhayhay,phendulaubhutiwakhotshi"

Kuhle:"brathiisyourphone,kuthen'

uzand'phendulisaiicallszakhonje"

Sihle:"ngubhut'wakhokamnandilouphone'ayoand

uzaw'phambanaifyoudon'tanswerthatcall"

Like...

Iqaleyayiissueniniintoyosabelaiphone?Unless

theyhadabacklashfromhimearlier,orikhonalento

bangayenzangakakuhleebebathumeyona.

Kuhletookadeepbreathandfakedasmileashe

pickedupthephonecall

Kuhle:"bhuti"?

Him:"uphiumfaz'wam"?

Kuhle:"nankubhuti"

Him:"mnikeiphone"



Kuhlepassedmethephone,Itookitndaphakama

andwenttothekitchen

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"whyaren'tyouansweringyourphone"?

Me:"I'msorrybabeImusthavemisplacedit"

Him:"butItoldyouthatyoushouldkeepitwithyou

wavuma"

Iapologised,Idon'tknowkeufunandithini

Him:"usekhona"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"ohnd'vauthulekaloku,ubuzothiniearlier"

Me:"IgotacallfromGudda"

Him:"whatdoeshewant"?

Me:"hesaidIshouldaskyoutotellMoayomthatha"



Him:"uphambeneuAyabonga"

Me:"what'shedoinginZambiaanyaway"?

Him:"and'maziandIdon'tgiveadamn"

Me:"ooh...theyoungkingsmissyou"

Him:"bakudekuwe"

Me:"ha.a-Ubabalonankutatakho"

Thewaytheyranfromthelounge,Uvegottomefirst

Iputthephoneonloudspeakerndamnikathenhe

wenttomeethisbrotherhalfway.Ileanedonthe

counterjustwatchingthem,theylearnttoshareata

veryyoungageandtheystilldothat

Him:"youngkings"

Yhotheyscreamedandrantowardsthelounge,I

followedandsatdown

Uba:"tatamuthiya'kingSish'le"



Him:"haiboayingotamnciuSihle"?

Uve:"ha.ahankuutancilona"

Sihle:"tyhinicabaandivelangamakwedini"

Ntando,andtherestofusjustlaughed.
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Uba:"tanciwabaniwenaSish'le?"

Sihle:"tyihin'kwedini"

Uve:"tatamm"?

Him:"nyanam"

Uve:"tancihulonaneh"?

Me:"ayingolonaboynguKuhle"

Uve:"tatamtanciwamhuKush'leneh"?

Him:"uKuhlenoSihlengotamncibobabini"

Uba:"haaayitata"!

Uve:"Sish'leungutanciwena"?



Yhooosaphelayintsinisonke,AbamvanyhaniuSihle

abantwanabamshame.

Uba:"tatambuyakalok"

Him:"nextweekntwanayam"

Uba:"ininines'weektatam"?

Him:"uzobonaxand'buyileyoungking"

Uba:"ooh"

Uve:"tatazabuyaneoroplaneyakho"?

Sihle:"it'sajetUve"

Uve:"oroplaneyatatammanSish'le"

Sihle:"awumbinje"

Uve:"xel'utatamkemake"

Uba:"byebyetatam"

Him:"haibosew'gqibileuncokolanam"?

Uba:"e.eadlalaip'aystationnotancihoku"



Him:"ohokay,Iloveyou"

Uba:"loveyou"

HewenttositnexttoKuhlewhowasplayingthe

PlayStation,Uvewayohlalayedwaemnyangostill

conversingwithhisfather.

Me:"abakuvamtshanaoyoungkingbakho"

Sihle:"tjohayuworseuUvelile"

Kuhle:"aw'ngotamncichapncama"

Me:"buttheyloveyouastheirSish'leandI'msureits

easierukunohlulathatway"

Sihle:"ndizaw'bakhumbulakodwakexandimnkile"

Me:"bazobalaphaforawhilelonger,youcancomeby

xaungapha"

Sihle:"IthinkImightjustdothat"

Kuhle:"ubrousathethanalechapkulamnyango"?

Me:"ewe,Uveisabittouchymntasekhaya.



Umkhumbulanyhaniutatakhe"

Sihle:"kudalandimbona"

Kuhle:"unjaniwenamamawabo"?

Me:"ndigrandtamnciman"

Sihle:"usure?Aw'funinokubasikusekwagqirha"?

Me:"yourbrotherhasalreadybookedan

appointmentwithadoctorinJoburgforthis

Saturday,soletsjustwaitforthat"

Kuhle:"yhouyathandwangulamfanayazi"

Me:"ndiyamthandanamnje,ingas'kendimtshintshe

qhaabeyilentondiy'funayo"

Sihle:"ncamakeapho"

Kuhle:"hahahatyhini"

Me:"nyhani,butkeandizophumantonangoku"

Uvecamebackwiththephone...

Uve:"mamaathethaaphautatam"



Me:"makathetheagqibekalokndoda"

Uve:"athethanawekaloku"

Me:"oooh"

Itookthephonefromhim

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"ay'tefilentwanaisukeyathini"?

Me:"ufuzeumamakhe"

Him:"haymanmamakheund'moshelaiikings"

Me:"ungak'lingekebhutipls"

Heburstoutlaughing,hislaughterwarmedmyheart

ndazibonasendincumandodwa.

Him:"ndicelaulaleupakishilekepls"

Me:"foriweekend"?



Him:"whatifyouhavetostaylonger"?

Me:"abantwanabambazothini"?

Him:"theyhavetwouncles,anauntandahelper...I'm

surethey'llbefine"

Me:"ooh"

Him:"sharpke"

Me:"loveyou"

Hechuckledandsaid"loveyoumore"thenwehung

up.Theyoungkingsandtheiruncleswereplaying

theplaystationsoIleftthem,wentupstairsto

changemysanitarytowelandcheckedmy

messages...onlyreturnediphonecallkaTitus:

Him:"kuninindikufounela?Ngubanilohundishiyayo

aphakuwe"?

Me:"moloSoso,unjani"?

Him:"ufanewandiignore'rayazLuthandoNtabenior

shouldIsaySibongileTrinaliqueSmith?"



Me:"oohnd'celauxolomntaseIleftthephoneinmy

room"

Him:"tshini"

Me:"unjanikeTitus"

Him:"ndilambilemaan,andkuyabandaaphaandazi

whycozitssupposedtosummer"

Me:"umntuxaelambileuyatya,xaegodola

uyanxiba,plugtheheater,eatheartyfoodsandwatch

movies"

Him:"akhochanceyomyeniwakhocomingthisside

nextweek?Imissyourfood,akusavakaliokwalapha

kuneaftertaste"

Me:"soifuyezauzosindwakukutyaokuvuthiweyoall

thewaytoPortugal"?

Him:"usindwanjaniumntuophumaendliniangene

emotweni,fromthereintohisownjet,aphindeafike

selindwengumkhosiwezinyeimoto"?

Me:"eshe,khambuzengokwakhoke,youknowIdon't

knowiindlelazakhe"

Him:"Ican'tgetthroughtohisphone,kudala



ndimzama"

Me:"okayndizakubuzelangomso,otherthanthat,how

areyou?How'sworkandeverythingelse"?

Him:"everythingisgoingwell,Ijoinedalocalrugby

teamandbenzakakhuluyho.CapeTownhasn'un

onthem...Everythingisgreatyazcuz,itsjustthe

lonelinesskillingme"

Me:"youhaven'tmadefriends"?

Him:"Ihave,butitsnotthesamewithyouguys.You

knowmosttimesImissLandile?Ndimfouneleke

yhoandiphoxe,rubbishyomntu"

Me:"Landilesozeakuphoxeunlesswenauyamduba

qha"

Him:"whyumthethelela?Who'ssideareyouon"?

Me:"I'monmyownside,dudeIknowyou.Landile

probablymissesyoutooqhaeverwamduba

omnyumntanawena,ufaneleukuphoxa"

Him:"mxm,uright.Ndizamfounelaeverydayandnight

cozhe'sthemissinghalfofmeevenifhe'sas

moodyasapregnantwoman"



Me:"andhowdoyouknowthemoodsofapregnant

woman"?

Him:"heeehaveyouforgottenhowmoodyandhow

uglyyouwerewhenyouwerepregnant?Don'tletme

start.Pls"

Ilaughedsohard,Iendeduplyingonmyback.

Me:"fokofSosoIwasneverugly"

Him:"heeeuMrs,don'tgetmistakenpls.Weonly

saidumhlesothatuhlaleuncumilecozubuvela

ubeyiwrongturnnetkupheleesosmile"

Me:"Sosowhyareyoubeingcrueltome"?

Him:"tyhin,ubeundiact'elaapha"

Me:"kalokuIthoughtyouhaveamorepersonal

experienceIdon'tknowof"

Him:"wenauyekeniniukubapersonal?Mhlaw'mbi"?

Me:"heee"



Him:"exact"

Me:"youmeanexactly,right"?

Him:"nope,ImeanexactlywhatIsaid.Exact"

Me:"aw'sozeuphindeubhadle,butthatdon'tmeanI

loveyouanyless"

Him:"heeee!Cabaandibhadlanga?Yazusile?

Iyakugezisalendodakhoimuncu"

Me:"hahahahayfokofsukuthiubabewamumuncu"

Him:"umuncunangokunjeuTaBeast,whoinyour

knowledgeandrightmindswouldgetthemselves

arrestedjusttokillinmates?Inengqondolonto"?

Me:"haySosowhosaidhekilledthoseinmates?It

couldhavebeenanybodyelsemfondini"

Him:"haymntasekhayaumuncuwenaselfkengoku,I

neverknewubumuncubucontagious"

Iburstoutlaughing...



Me:"everheardofthewordcoincidence"?

Him:"ithasnorelevancewhatsoverinthiscase.Ta

Beastgetsarrested,akukaphelinevekisuddenlythe

sameprisonhe'sinstartstrendingforcalculated

coldbloodedmurdersoftopnotchwell-known

ganglords.That'saquote"

Me:"wellIdon'tcarehowyoujustifyit,butheisstill

myhusbandandI'minlovewithhim"

Him:"kakade,lirhamncwalakho.Iunderstandmy

dear"

Me:"yhuuyadikashame"

Him:"ImissyouandIknowyoumissmetoo"

Me:"worryyamabantwanabamuzobuya

bengasakwazi"

Him:"yhuuukuthwaindlelaabagezangayo"

Me:"obani?Mychildrenaresosweet"

Him:"hayhayhay"

Me:"serouslyLwandiso,mysonsarecuteandsweet"

Him:"mmmh..IthinkIgetyou..."



Wecontinuedforacoupleofminutes,Ihungupand

wenttohelpFatswithlunch.Shechasedmeoutof

thekitchenIwenttojointheunclesonthecouches...

Kuhle'sphonerang,hetookitandwenttothepatio.I

tookhisseatandplayedagainstSish'le,myboys

werecheeringtheirmommyasweplayed.

...

WhenIfeltthepainscomingbackIquicklyreturned

backtomyroom,didn'twantmykidstoseeme

cryingandIdidn'twantpityfromtheunclescoz

therewasnothingelsetheycoulddo.Therewas

nothinganyonewoulddoinfact...
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IstayedinthatbedforaboutthreehoursthenItook



ahotbubblebath,afterthatndabuyelaebhedini

ndalala.

...

EarlySaturdaymorningIwokeupwhileeverybody

elsewasstillfastasleepsnoring,Ipreparedforthe

roadandwenttopackmybaginthebootthenI

wentbackinsidendatyaicereal.Sihlecamedown

thestairscasuallyyetcomfortablydressed,he

lookedatmekindasurprised

Sihle:"mamakhe,you'realreadydressedfortheroad"

Me:"morningSish'le,eweareyoutheonetotakeme

totheairport"?

Him:"yep,ifyou'redonewecango"

Me:"you'renoteating"?

Him:"Ihaveabreakfastmeetingsobetternditye

phaya"



Me:"mmh"

Iateup,rinsedmybowlandfollowedhimtothecar.I

didn'twannabreakmyheartbygoingtothechildren

first,bazolilabafuneuhambanamwhichwecan'tdo

soIfeltitbettertheyhearndimnkilekunoba

band'bone.Thedrivetotheairportwasasilent

one,surprisinglyInevercheckedmyphonesforany

messagessinceIwenttobedthepreviousnight.We

gottotheairport...

Me:"thankyou"

Sihle:"youdidn'tgettokisstheyoungkings

goodbye"

Me:"theyweregonnacry,IjusthopeIwon'tstaylong

inJoburg"

Sihle:"justgetbetter..sikhonawe'lltakecareof

them"

Ismiled



Hehelpedmewiththeluggagetothejet,wehugged

thenwedeparted.

Iboardedndahlalandedwaphauntilwegotto

Jo'burg,Ididn'tevencommunicatewithmyhusband

bandisendleleningokumakayond'khawlelaorsend

acarbutIknewndizofikaikhonaimotothat's

waitingformeanywayifhe'sbusy.Whenwelanded

Ntandowastheretopickmeup.Ismiledfaintlyas

hewalkedtowardsme..helookedsodarngood

you'dswearhejustreturnedfromMauritius.Hetook

mybag,huggedmewiththefreearmandkissedmy

cheekIblushedandtookinhisscentthroughmy

nostrils.Wekeptthathugforamoment,hedropped

thebagandhuggedmewithbotharmsImelted,I

heldmytearscozIfelthisheartbleedingwithmine

thatverymoment.

Me:"yousmellgreat"

Hechuckledandbrokethehug,heldmyhandaswe

walkedtogethertotheawaitingcar.Igotinatthe



backpassengerseat,hefollowedrightnexttome

thenhisdriverdroveustohisapartment.Onourway

therewemadeasmallconversation

Him:"howhaveyoubeen"?

Me:"good...you"?

Him:"good...Howarethepains"?

Me:"betternow"

Him:"I'msorry"

Ismiledandjustlookedatmyhands,hetookthem

uptohislipsandplantedsoftkissesonthem.Lol

zintoazazelaphiezizophuzananezandla?Thoseare

whitetendencies.AfterthatIjustwentclosertohim

andlaymyheadonhisshoulder

Me:"sowhattimeistheappointment"?

Him:"itsattwo"



Me:"Ishouldhavecomengotwelvekodwa"

Him:"ubungand'khumbulikanti"?

Me:"butIleftwithoutseeingmybabiescoz

bendibacingelabazond'khalela"

Him:"andIwantedtospendtimewithyoubeforethe

appointmentcozwedon'tknowkuzothwanikwa

gqirha"

Wehadarrivedattheapartment,gotoffandwentto

thehouse.Iwenttothekitchenwhilehewenttoput

mybagupstairs,Iwaskindahungryforsomething

sweet.Ifoundapacketofchocolatemuffins,Iboiled

waterforteathenhewalkedinandjustwatchedme

untilIcouldn'tbarehiseyesanymorendaguquka

ndamjonganam

Me:"you'restarring"

Him:"you'velostsomeweight"

:(Ishrugged



Me:"coffeeortea"?

Hecameforthandtriedtakinghiscupfrommyfirm

grip

Him:"noambohlalaphantsind'zokwenzela"

Me:"haybabe"

Him:"plsletme"

Iletgoofthecupndamshiyaandwenttositdownin

thelounge,Iknewitwouldcometothis.Ithinkhe

feltresponsibleinsomewaysohewastryna

appeasetheguilt,Itookoutmyphoneandcalled

Fatima

Her:"hellosisi"

Me:"helloma,nd'hambengokungxamakusasa

nd'celaundijongeleabantwanaandizobakhoi

weekendyonke"

Her:"ebesendixeleleutamnciwabosisi"



Me:"okaythankyou"

Her:"byebye"

Myhusbandbroughtourcoffeesandchocolate

muffinsthensatnexttome,Iknowmyhusbandand

Iknewthathewantedtoreachouttomeandmaybe

findoutmoreaboutthisAUBthingbutIguessIdo

understandthathetoowasafraid.Andontopof

that,hestillhadtogivemeabriefexplanationasto

whyhewasarrested,whySosoisinvolvedinhis

businessandwhy...

Me:"enkosi"

Him:"babedon'tthankme"

Me:"soareyoubackforgood"?

Him:"fornowyes"

Me:"fornow"?

Heputhiscupdown,minefollowed



Him:"Idon'twannatalkaboutme..."

Iwasabouttoaskhimwhathewantedtotalkabout

whenhejustliftedmychinandourlipsmet.Iclosed

myeyescozIfeltasharpstingoftearspushing

rightbehindmyeyeballs...Weheldthekissforafull

minutethenhistonguepiercedthroughmylipsand

exploredmyinnermouthashepulledmecloserto

himmyhandtouchedhisbreastplate.Assoonaswe

foundeachother,Iletgoofthetearsandhejust

kissedmemore.ThistimearoundIcried

ndanela,notbecauseofanyphysicalpainbut

becausehewasherefinally.Thoughheaintno

doctorbuthimbeingherewasenoughforme.I

brokethekiss,hewipedthetearswiththebackof

hishandandthumb.Ibreathed.Finally,nowIhad

hope.

Me:"yaz'bonauyand'lilisababe"?

Him:"kodwandiyakosula"

Me:"liliswenguwekwak'qala"



Hesmiled

Him:"bendikukhumbulakodwamfaz'wam"

Me:"ubukhunjulwandim,yhobabeingathikuyaxokwa

baubuyenyhani"

Him:"haibo"

Me:"ubuyenyhanimosNtando,you'renotjustout

becauseofthisappointmentneh"?

Him:"sizogodukasobabiniwhenyou'reintheclear

withthedoctor"

Ijustdidn'tknowwhattodowithmyself,Iwasn'tjust

happyIhadjoydeepinmyheart.Hegavemeapeck

onthelips,Iblushed,tookmycupandmuffinsndatya.

Whenweweredoneeatinghereturnedthecupsto

thekitchenwabuyaxand'siyaebathroom

Him:"uyaphi?Ugrand"?

Me:"bathroom"



Him:"needhelp"?

Me:"yeah...plschargemytab"

Ndamshiyaapho,uzand'ncedangantoniebathroom?

Mnk.Icamebackefakaamovie,therewere

chocolateeclairsonthecoffeetableandablanket

onthecouch.Isatdownandwaitedforhimtojoin

methenwewatchedtheChipmunks:Shipwreck.I

wasn'tevenwatchinglemovieyakhewethumnaI

justwantedtocuddletohimbendimkhumbula

nyhaniIjustcouldn'texpressitverballybutIknewI

wouldn'tsaynotobeinglikethis,inthisveryposition

foreternitywithhim.Ifellasleepesabukele...

..Chumawascarryingaguninonehandpointingat

meandtheotherwaspullingOwefromNtando's

gripbethukana.Iwasjuststandingwatching

them,OwewascryingoutformyhelpbutIdidn'thelp

him...Icouldn'thelphimsomehowIwasparalyzed

butmyheartwastornandmyeyeswerewetand

messywithtearscozhewascryingsopainfully.I



heardagunshotbutIdidn'tknowwhereitwasshot

untilIfeltsomethingcutdeepintomywomb

pearcingittoapointitfeltlikeitwastearingapart

rightthatmoment.IlookedaroundcozIcouldsmell

bloodveryclose,Ifeltsomethingcoldinthebottom

areaofmybodythenIlookeddownandsawblood

comingout,streamingdownmylegsasifI'mhaving

amiscarriage.Iclutchedmyabdomenandfellonmy

knees

...

Ijoltedupstraight,myforeheadsweatinglikecrazy.

Helookedatmesurprised

Him:"babeutheni"?

Iremovedtheblanketandlookeddownat

myself,nowIcouldreallysmellbloodsoIquickly

rushedtothebathroomtochangethesanitarytowel

anditwasalmostoverflowing.Iwashedmyhands

andreturnedtotheloungeonlybumpingontohimat

thestairs



Me:"uyaph'tatakhe"?

Him:"ndizokrobawena,utheni?Uright"?

Me:"ndirightmanbabe,Ijustneedacupofhotwater

withlemon"

Him:"usureuright?Andplsungandifihlelijustto

protectme,tellmethetruthugrand"?

Me:"ndigrandnyhanibabe"

Wakhewand'jongathenhetookmyhandandledme

totheloungendahlalaandwaitedformyhotlemon

water.Hereturnedwiththewaterndaphungain

silence

Him:"weshouldgetreadyfortheappointmentzito-

one"

Iwasreplayingthedreaminmyheadallover

again,justtryingtomakesureakhonto



ndiy'phazamayoorthatI'veskipped

Him:"Luthando"?

Me:"hm"?

Him:"phungagouandgetreadysizohamba"

Me:"oh"

Him:"ucingaphi?Didyouhaveabaddream"?

Me:"kinda"

Him:"wannashare"?

Me:"you'llthinkI'mcrazy"

Him:"I'veneverthoughtyou'recrazyxaubalisa

amaphuphaakhonjebaby"

Me:"remembertheblueFortuner?IknowYoudidn't

believeme,it'scoolthough"

Him:"heeebabykhaw'balise"

Me:"awuz'thandi'zintoNtando,yhini"!



Hesmiledandwaited,Idecidedtonarratethedream

tohimexactlyhowIrememberedit.Hewassilent

forawhile,wellIwaitedinsilencetoocozIwanted

tohearhisthoughtsorunderstandingofthedream...

Him:"sobabytakingyourdreamintoconsideration

there'sapossibilitythatthisAUBisnotaWestern

Medicalissue...inyourcase"

Me:"yes"

Him:"butIdon'tunderstandkwenzekenjani"

Me:"howwouldyouunderstandwitchcrafttatakhe?"

Him:"whywouldshedothat?Howeven?Hayman

babeitdoesn'taddup"

Me:"wenababeshameyouaretheperfectexample

tothesaying:menareslow"

Him:"atleastaw'thangandimuncuutheslow"

Ndavelandatyhafa,whydidhebringthatupmara?I

didn'twannalaughathim...



Me:"babeindiqaleniniiAUB"?

Him:"wasn'titafteryoulostjunior"?

Me:"andikhosurencamyaz,butmyuterusgot

injuredngoko...doyoubelieveinwitchcraft"?

Him:"Iknowitexists"

Me:"butdoyoubelieveinit"?

Him:"Ithinkso...now,cozhowdoyouexplainyonke

lentoyenzekakuwe"?

Me:"ifyou'reaccuratethenitmeansshewantedme

tonothaveawomb"

Him:"sothatungandizaleli"

Me:"umntanakheazobayindlalifayezintozakho,that

wastheplankwangokuandiqengqakwezastairs"

Him:"tyhiniungcolileuChumaLuthando...haibo"

Ishutmyselfndizothi:okoedewabonwananguwe.

Ndaqond'bamand'thule,she'snotworthit.Igot



up,wenttoputthecupinthekitchenthenIwent

upstairsandtookaquickshowerndabuya

ndalungisaforthedoctor'sappointment.
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WhenIwasdonewitheverythingItookmymedical

documentsandwentdownstairstohim

Me:"wecango"

Him:"dowehaveto?Imean..doyouthinkitwillhelp"?

Me:"Idon'tknowtatakhe,butit'sworthatry.Iguess"

Him:"mmkay"

Hegrabbedhiscarkeys,Ifollowedrightbehindhim.

Welockedandheadedtothedoctor...hewasawfully

quiet.

Me:"xasibuyand'celasiyekoVince"



Him:"ufunainyamaoryoumissVincent"?

Me:"nd'funainyama"

Him:"youdon'tmissVince"?

Me:"nope"

Hestoleasidelookatmeandcontinueddriving.We

reachedthedoctors'officesakhesahlalainthecar

Me:"youknowitsokaytoadmitwhenyou're

scared,right?Itdoesn'tmakeyouanylessofaman

baby"

Him:"whatifbafuneukukhuphaisibeleko?Sizoy'thini

lontobaby"?

Me:"itshouldn'tbeaproblemkalokyouhavefour

kidsalready"

Him:"butyouknowIwantmore.Withyou"

Me:"haike"

Him:"babewhyingath'sewuyamkelenjelentoba



ingenzekanyhani"

Me:"youwouldn'tlastadaythroughthesepains

yayazlonto"?

...

WespentaweekinJoburgandIrecieved

medicationforthatentireweekwhichmademefeel

better,thedoctorsuggestedIabstainfromsexfora

whilewhichfrustratedmyhusband.Beingawayfor

anentiremonthandnotgettingsomemusthave

beenfrustratingbutit'snotlikeIhadachoice

kutshougqirhaekhona.Ourflightbackhomewas

scheduledforSaturdaymorningatten,soIwokeup

ateightkubandizolungisabuthewasfastasleep...

AfterIhadbathedIwokehimup

Him:"hm"?

Me:"asihambikanti"?

Him:"oh"



Hesatuprubbinghiseyes,hestretchedhisbody.

Him:"Iforgottotellyou,masihambeMondaylate"

Me:"what?Andwhataboutmykids"?

Him:"babycalmdownkusek'sasa"

Me:"ca-"

Isatdown,feelingdefeated.Imissedmysonsso

muchithurt,butIdidn'twannathrowatantrumso

earlyinthemorningndathulathoughIwasupset.

Him:"plsdon'tbeupset"

Me:"I'mnotupset"

Iexhaled,gotupfromthebedandwenttomybag

ndakhuphaimpahlandanxiba.



Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"

Him:"please"

Iignoredhim,whenIwasdoneIlefthimthere

ndayozenzelaukutya.Imadeenoughforthebothof

usbutonlydishedupformyself,ifhe'shungryhe'll

dothesame.Itwasn'tlongbeforeIheardhis

footstepsdownthestairsthentheyfadedashe

wenttothekitchen.Onhisreturn,Igotaprivate

call...evencallerIDrecognizeditasaprivatecall:

Me:"hello"

Him:"S'bongile,uright"?

Me:"I'mgood,you"?

Him:"surviving,uthethanoSam"

Me:"oh,howcanIhelpyou"

Him:"I'minPortElizabeth,canwemeetforlunch"?



Me:"unfortunatelyI'mnotaround,whydoyouwant

ustomeet"?

Him:"Ijusthaveabonetopickwithyou,whenwill

youbeback"?

Me:"Tuesday"

Him:"ohokay,wecanmeetthen"

Me:"sure"

Hehungup

Iputmyphonedownandcontinuedeating,my

husbandwasrightnexttomeeatinghisownfood.

Funnyenoughhewasn'tasbusywithhisphonesas

henormallywouldbe,Idon'tknowwhethertheywere

lyingloworhereallywantedtofocusonme.WhenI

wasdoneeatingIlefthimthereandwentupstairsto

fetchhislaptopIhadtocheckmyemailskuyo,on

mywayoutoftheroomhistabrangsondajika

nday'thatha...thescreenhadaNomsawrittenin

smallletters



Me:"Ntando'sphonegoodmorning"

Her:"hey,canIspeaktoNtando"?

Me:"plscallhiminthenextthreetofiveminutes"

Her:"alrightthanks"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandreturneddownstairs,Igavehimhis

phonethenIgotbusyinhislaptop

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"undiqumbele"?

Me:"why"?

Him:"comeonba-"

Thephonerangagain,Istolealookathimand

noticedahintofanxietyashehesitatedforacouple

ofsecondswhetherheshouldanswerthecallright



hereornotansweritatall

Him:"hello"

Her:"haibounqabile"

Him:"I'vebeenpreoccupied"

Her:"sowhenamIseeingyou"?

Him:"Idon'tknowforcertain,butnextweekI'llbe

returningtoPEwithmywife"

ThatsentencepunchedNomsadeepinher

belly,gettingromanticallyinvolvedwithamarried

manhaditsperksbutitwasfrustratingashellwhen

youhadtolistentoresponsessuchasthese.

Her:"IknowI'mnotthatimportanttoyouokay?You

don'thavetorubitin"

Him:"wasthereanythingelseyouwantedtotalk

about"?



Her:"...Ijustmissyou.Imissyou,IknowIcan't

comparemyselfwithher..."

Him:"I'mgladyouunderstandthat"

Her:"butbabyI'mhuman,ontopofthatI'mawoman.

Awomanwithneeds,andrightnowIneedyou.My

entirebodyisgoingcrazycravingforyour

kisses,touches,bites"

Istolealookathim,helookedconstipated.I'ma

woman,IjustknewthattheNomsawaseitheranexI

neverknewaboutorshewasaknewfling.I

continuedwithmywork..

Him:"unfortunatelythere'snothingIcandoabout

that.I'msorry"

Her:"...okay"

Him:"sharp"

Hehungup



Tookhistrayandwenttothekitchenthenhewent

upstairspassingwithakissonmycheekashe

passedme.WhenIwasdonewithworkIreturned

hislaptopupstairs,hewasintheshowersoIjust

walkedoutbacktotheloungeanddialedKuhle...

Awomanansweredupthecall

Her:"Kuhle'sphonehello"

Me:"himydear,nd'celauthethanoKuhle"

Her:"who'sthis"?

Me:"that'snotreallyimportant"

Her:"andyoucallingmyboyfriendsoearlyinthe

morningis?Idon'tthinkso"

Heee!

Me:"nontombi,uphiuKuhle"?

Her:"uyavasa"



Me:"ogqibakwakhetellhimtocallmeback"

Her:"mmh"

IhungupandprayedtoGodwhiledialingSihle

ibekantiuKuhleloakangenisangalento

ingenambhekokwam,sleptwithherinmy

sheets,eatingmyfood!

Him:"mamekhaya"

Me:"uncleSish,uright"?

Him:"tiredmtchana,you"?

Me:"I'mokay,justmissingmykids.Howarethey"?

Him:"theywerefineizolowhenIspoketothem,butI

haven'tcalledthemtoday"

Me:"wait...kantiwhereareyou"?

Him:"ndiseDurban,hadanurgentbusinessmeeting

toattendyesterday,anonsiteinspectiontodaythen

ndiyabuyatomorrow"



Me:"tjo,soabantwanabamareleftwithFatsonly"?

Him:"ukhonanjeuKay"

Me:"youmeanyoulefthimbackinPE"?

Him:"yep,trycallinghimcozuFatsebengumntu

ozayothengaigroceriestodaysoinobaakekho"

Icursedundermybreath...

Me:"alrightthen,goodluckwithwork"

Him:"shapshap"

IcalledKuhleagain...

Her:"usavasauKay"

Me:"pleasetakethephonetohim"

Her:"haibo,sincewhenarephoneswaterresistant"?

Me:"sinceXperia,nowtakethephonetoKuhle"



Her:"yhuurudeshame"

Iwasn'tabouttoarguewithher,Iheardshuffled

soundsthenwater,thentheirvoicesvaguelyand

thenKuhletookthephoneathicwakaamanzi

Kuhle:"heyMamaweyoungkings"

Me:"uphi"?

Kuhle:"ndilaphaendliniwh-"

Me:"Kuhleungeniseinkazanakwam?Withmykids

around?"

Iheardhimpullinginsomeair...

Me:"uyamaziuSinounjani,Idon'tevenwanna

mentionOwentando.Uzophendulauthiniwhenthey

telltheirdadyoucamewithyourgirlfriendendlini"?

Kuhle:"theydidn'tseeher,Isneakedherinsebelele"



Me:"sothatjustifiesit?Plsdomeafavour,before

yousneakheroutagainavaseyonkelontoikulobed"

Kuhle:"youdoknowthatI'magrownman,right"?

Me:"andyou'llremainagrownmanudeuyofabut

whatyoudidisdisrespectfultomeandtoyour

brother.Andtomakeitworseayinambhekonalento

yakho,howdoIknowshe'snotwalkingaroundmy

househalf-naked"?

Kuhle:"ohLuthandobreathe,yhiningehabak'sasa

kanje!Can'tamanhavesomefunlaekhaya?And

besides,we'reheretoassistyouthatdoesn'tmean

wehavetocompletelyabandonourownlivesand

suckuptoyou.Asizonaiinganephelathatyoucan

permitornotpermittodonomayini"

Me:"okay"

Kuhle:"Id-"

IhungupandcalledMoonmywaytothe

bedroom,Ntandowasfinishingupmakingupthe

bed..



Mo:"Mrs"?

Me:"hey,nd'celauzondithathaIneedtogohome"

Mo:"ebetheu-"

Me:"Iknowwhathesaidbutplscomeandfetch

me,I'mbeggingyou"

Mo:"okayMrs,ndilaphaeJozinam...singahambain

thenexthour"

Me:"thankyousomuch"

Ihungupndapakisha

AfterIhadclosedmybagIrealisedokouNtando

ebendijongile

Me:"what"?

Him:"Ithoughtwe'releavingMonday"

Me:"noyoucanstaybehindIdon'tmind,but

ndiyahambamna"



Him:"st-why"?

Me:"mykidsneedmeanduncleSihleisinDurban"

Him:"ukhonauFatimanoKuhlenjeLuthando"

Me:"justcountKuhleout,yesukhonauFatsbutright

nowuseGreenacrestobuygroceries.XauSihle

engekhohowisshegoingtocopewithfourkids,and

theyhavetogotochurchngomso"

Him:"whathasKuhledoneLuthando"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"Luthando"

Itookmybagandwenttothelounge,beingtheonly

womaninmyhouse(besidesFatsofcoz)Icanbe

verycarelesswithmybelongings,especiallyjewellery.

Inmymindndiziphekandizophulabawhatifshe

seesmydiamondearstudsawathathecozase

lounge.Veryaccessibleandveryexpensive.Ntando

foundmechangingtheslippersIhadonfor

sneakers.Hepacedaroundthensatdown...

Justthen,Kuhlecalledmeback.Icheckedthe



screenandignoredhim,raisingsuspicionfrom

Ntando

Him:"you'renotansweringthat"?

Me:"nope"

Hetookmyphone,sawhisbrother'snameand

lookedatmebeforeanswering

Him:"Kuhle"

Kuhle:"bhutihi,bend'celaunikeuMrsiphonepls"

Him:"she'sbusy,Icantakeamessage"

Kuhle:"uhm...itsokay,I'llcallheragainlateron"

Him:"mmh"

Hehungupandgavemebackmyphone



Me:"plstakemetotheairport"

Him:"notbeforeyoutellmewhat'sgoingbetween

thetwoofyou"

Me:"Okay,I'llcallacab"

Him:"babedon't...Ijustwannaknowkwenzeka

ntoni"

Me:"okayhere'swhatIthink:Ithinkweshould

releasethem,yestheyhavebeenofgreathelpno

doubtaboutthatbuttheyhavelivesinDurbanand

nowthatyou'reout...whyarewekeepingthem"?

Hejustlookeddeepintomyeyeswithoutsayinga

word,Iwasn'tabouttotellhimthathisbrother

sneakedinawomanintoourhomethathadourfour

kids.He'llhavetofindoutonhisown.

...

"whatthefuckisthis"?

Ohwell,wearrivedhomeandKuhle'sgirlfriendwas



inhisshirt,inmykitchen.
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Shelookedatusforafewminuteswithoutsayinga

word

Ntandodroppedourbagsdramatically,hiseyes

scrutinizingher

Him:"whothefuckareyouandwhatthefuckareyou

doinginmyhouse?Inmykitchen?Half-naked"?

Her:"I'mMiranda...Iuhm,I'mwithKay"

JustthenKuhlecamedownthestairsfullydressed

Kuhle:"babyndiyabuyangokuplscheckontheki-

oh,bhuti.Youguysareback"

Him:"upheleleapho"?

Kuhle:"erh..."



Him:"oneweekKuhle.Onelousyfuckenweek

kungekhomntutoguardyouandyoubringafucken

bitchintomyhome?Withmykidsaround?Where's

yourrespecthuh"?

Kuhle:"Ididn'tknownizobuyanamhlanje,yousaidto

menibuyaMonday"

Him:"ohsoyouthoughtyoushouldbringabitch

kwamKuhle"?

Kuhle:"bhutiwithallduerespectdon'tcallherabitch.

Pls"

Thatwasmyque

Igrabbedmybagandleftthemstandingthere

awkwardly,Ihearda'mxm'probablyfromNtando

thenhefollowedmewithhisbags.Ijustputminein

theroomandwenttocheckonmykidsintheirroom

buttheyweren'tthere,Iwentdownstairsandfound

KuhlenoMirandawakheintheloungewithhishead

bowed.

Me:"wherearethekids"?



Heliftedishead

Kuhle:"attheback"

Me:"thanks"

Iturnedtowalkout

Kuhle:"youknowyoudidn'thavetotellhim"

Me:"didn'thavetotellwhattowho"?

Kuhle:"arewegonnaplaydumbnow?Iknowyou

toldhimthat'stheonlyexplanationwhyhechanged

hismindaboutMonday"?

Me:"wh-"

Kuhle:"cummonTee!Mxm,yazIshouldhaveknown

kwalandlelaubuthethangayoonthephoneba

nizofika"

Me:"oh,soibirongoindlelaebendithethangayo?

Phez'kobandiphendulweirubbishnguMiranda



wakhookwamphofu"?

Randa:"haykalokukhangeuzichazenaweukuba

ungubani"

Me:"yirubbishkwaleuyithethayo,xauphendula

iphoneengeyoyakhoubanembhekonoba

ubungenayokakadeuyayiqweba.Uz'qondeumuncu

uyaz'vezaubuinsecurebakho"

Kuhle:"Sukuthiuthethairubbishumntuwam

kalok,uyamthukangoku"

Me:"mxm,Idon'thavetheenergyforthis.

Miranda,ogqibakwakhowhateveritisthatyou're

doinguvaselabeddingbenilelengayo"

Randa:"akhoantikantiaphababe"?

Me:"uzam'bhatalauantisisi"?

Kuhle:"haysukamansizozivasa,yintoniwaacterlike

ajealousexngokuTrina?"

Me:"uya-"

"youmightbeamanKuhleandherbrother-inlawbut

youdon'tgettodisrespectmywifelikethat.Notin

myhouse.Ifyouwannabeabitch,fokofangoku"!



WaxhumauKuhle,hiseyeswanderedbetweenme

andhisbrother.Icouldtellhewasthroatdry...

Kuhle:"I'mso-"

Ntando:"ungakulingeuxokengonyori!Awukhonyori

tudon'tevenfakeit,Heywenavoetsekambonxiba"

Mirandagrewspringsanddisappearedtotheguest

room.Iattemptedtowalkouttomykidswhen

Ntandoheldmyhand

Ntando:"Kuhle"

Kuhle:"ndiyaxolisanyhanibro"

Ntando:"Kuhle"

Kuhle:"bhuti"

Ntando:"thisisMYwife,okay?IamtheonlyMAN

permittedtoraisevoiceather.Ukubayindoda



kwakhodoesn'tmakeyouamannakuye,s'yavana"?

Kuhle:"ewebhuti"

Ntando:"ndingaphindind'kuveke.Neveragain"

Iloosenedmyhandfromhimandwalkedout,went

tomykidsattheback.

Me:"heyguys"

Theywerebuildingsandcastles,theminutemyvoice

registeredtotheirmindstheydroppedeverything

andcamerunningtomeIkneltdownandhuggedall

ofthematonce

Uve:"mamamapuyawena"

Uba:"mamamakhumbuliwenaUbayakho"

Sino:"ubuyileutatamama"?

Owe:"mamawenawahambawithouttellingus"?

Me:"Imissedyouguys"



Thetwinskissedmeatthesametime,wegotupand

wentinside.Ntandowashavingachilled

conversationwithhisbrotherinthelounge,Miranda

wasnowheretobeseen.Thekidsrantotheir

father,Ifoundanemptycouchndahlalajust

watchingthem...

Kuhle:"TeeI'mre-"Myphonerang:p

Me:"KB"?

Him:"MrsNtabeni,howareyou"?

Me:"yourememberedhuh"

Hislaughterechoedthroughthephonespeaker

Him:"onceburnt,twiceshy"

Me:"Isee,anywayI'mgood.Howareyou"

Him:"I'mgreat,Idon'tknowwhetherImissyoutoo

muchorwhatbutIthinkIsawyouinJoburg

yesterday"



Me:"me?Where"?

Him:"Sandtonsqaure"

NowmylaughterfilledtheroomIsawhubbyliftup

hisheadwand'jonga,IcontinuedasifIdidn'tseehim

Me:"youmostprobablysawme"

Him:"hauSibo,whyudlalaamatricksmanje?wasit

youorwasitnot"?

Me:"itwasmeKabelo"

Him:"wheeemah!Andyoudidn'tevenpopintosay

hi"?

Me:"I'msorryman,IknewIwasn'tgonnabeinJozi

forlong.EvennowI'mbackhome"

Him:"thatmeanswecanhavelunch"

Me:"you'reinPE"?

Him:"yep,LegalWiseorientationweek"

Me:"heeeuKabelo!Sowhathappenedtolecturing"?

Him:"it'sstillonkaloku,aman'sgottahustleI'vegot



afamilytofeed"

Me:"mmhIsee"

Him:"so...thelunch"?

IstolealookatNtandoandcaughthimstealinga

lookatmendahleka

Me:"youknowmyhusbandwillkillyou,right"?

Him:"Iknowhedoesn'tlikeme"

Me:"mmh,I'lltextyoutheaddressjustnow"

Him:"thankyou"

...

ThekidshadtoreturntoEastLondon,theunclesto

DurbanandNtando...Idon'tknow.WhatIknowis

thatIwasreturningtowork,myboutiqueswere

doinggreat.Libhongoturnedouttobea

great,hardworkingandloyalasset



Me:"Ineedyoutodoataskforme"

Libo:"oh-kay"

Me:"dothefinishingtouches,tieuplooseendskulo

mtshatomysisterisgettingmarriedinaweekandI

don'thavetime"

Igavehermyplanningdiary

Libo:"whataboutmywork"?

Me:"youshouldknowhowtomultitask,you'rea

woman.But,theweddingtakespriority"

Libo:"okay,letmegetonwithit"

Me:"thankyou"

Sheleftmyoffice,Icontinuedwithwork.Myphone

beeped,itwasthatZambialineagain

Me:"hello"

Him:"mntaseIneedyourhelp"

Me:"withwhat"?



Him:"aw'khokudekutaBeast"?

Justthen,mydoorflungopenanddearhubby

walkedinwithlunchandabunchoffreshwhite

lillies

Me:"ha.a"

Ntandoputthelunchonthetable,camearoundto

gimmeakissandtheflowers..

Him:"nd'celaumnikeiphone...heh,thelasttimeyou

toldmeyouguysdivorcednje"

Me:"so,uzobonaabantwanabakhe"

Him:"ooh"

IgaveNtandomyphone.Helookedatthescreen

thenbacktome,Isawaglimpseofirritationinhis

lefteyeandhisjawstightened



Ntando:"yah"

Gudda:"shotaBeastndimAyabongabro"

Ntando:"Ayabongawaphi?"

Gudda:"uGuddagrootman"

Ntando:"ooh,nyanakaTaBongz.Z'khiphani"?

Gudda:"nd'celauthethenalamajitaoAmos

grootman,theydon'twannaletmegond'funa

ugodukamna"

Ntando:"ooAmosbaphinakwedini"?

Gudda:"uAmosbro,lajitayaseMbiaikusuppliernge

machines"

Ntando:"uAmosNkwaieusebenzelaidyan'yakhonje.

Wecuttieswithhimthedayyourdadreturned"

Gudda:"utata?Hayman.Ha.abroaw'phazami"?

Ntando:"callRangerubuzekuye,orbetteryet,call

yourdad"

Hehungupandkeptmyphonewithhim.



...

Wedecidedtousemyhousefortheminiwhite

weddingbecauseitwasjustforclosefamilyand

friendsthenthetraditionalwasalreadyorganizedby

theChief'speople.Theyhadabeachweddingthen

mybackyardwasusedasthereception,Fatima

helpedoutLaurenwithwatchingthekidsthenthe

ladiesfrommyrestaurantdeltwiththecatering.

Thereweresomanyunfamiliarfacesalreadytaking

theirpositionsattheback...

Ihadpickedclothesformyhusbandandtwosons

andleftthemonthebedwhileIwenttocheckon

everythingelseandtheywerebathing.WhenIcame

back,theboysweredressed.Ntandowasn't...

Me:"awunxibi"?

Him:"IjustwannaclothesI'mcomfortablein"

Me:"being"?

Heshowedme,Ijustrolledmyeyesathim.Iwasn't



inthebestenergytoarguengempahla...

Ndanxibandamshiyaandwenttoattendtothe

guests

"hahahaibo,Igotaspecialinvitekalok.Askyour

boss"

Ifroze.

Andimazilomntubutthevoiceseemedquiteabit

toofamiliar.
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Witheveryoneinmybackyard,strangerstosay,I

didn'tseenoprivacyasmuchasI'dhavepreferedto

havesome.Iwouldhavesuggestedthatmywife

bookanentirelydifferentlyvenueforthewedding

receptionbutEvebeingEvewouldhavebitmyhead

off.And,Ilikebeinginhergoodbooks:Dshe'sone

helluvasisterin-law.

"taBeastwehaveaproblem"



Isnappedoutofmywonderingmindandlookedat

Ranger...

Me:"wehaveaproblem?eBhayi?Whatkinda

problemareyoutalkingabout"?

Him:"thekindaproblemyoudon'twant,Nomsais

here"

Me:"what"?

Him:"uNomsaulapha"

Me:"ndikuvilemanRanger!uthiuNomsaulapha?

Ufunantoniapha"?

Him:"uthishegotaspecialinvitationfromyounje

grootman"

Me:"uphambenelomntana!Where'smywife"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,lasttimeIcheckedshewasbusy

withtheguests"

Me:"findNomsaumkhupheapha"

Him:"uhambanefriendszakheta"



Me:"kengokuakaphumix'ehambanefriends"?

Ihadtofindmywifebeforesheturnsthiswedding

upsidedowninhavoc.IleftRangerandwentlooking

forLu,Ifoundher.LaughingwithNomsaandher

threefriends.Damn!

ThatverysamemomentIrememberedtheday

NomsacalledmendisendliniandLupickedthecall

wazondinika,nowonethingIknowforsureisthat

mywifeaintstupid.Iswearmyheartstopped

beatingforaminute,tocontainmyselfIhadtoput

ona'Beastmask'tohidemyanxietycozIknow

NomsacanbeafuckenloosemouthANDmywife

canreadaclosedbook.

DamnLLB!

Lisa:"aaah,andherecomestheBeastman"

Me:"Ladies..."

Lisa:"uzifihlephinangwenya?wejustmetyourlovely

wife"



Akho:"ufikandincomaemfaziniwakhoyouguys

haveabeautifulhome"

Me:"thankyou,nowcanIstealmywifeforafew

minutes"?

Nomsa:"mh,yousuredohaveabeautifulwifeta

Beast.She'sindeed...Be-u-tiful"

Lisa:"andd-u-tiful"

Akho:"hayyijumpcasewabambaijackpotbossman"

AllthiswhileLuthandojustlookedstraightintomy

eyesasifsearchingforsomething,Ifakedasmile

andtookLuthandobythearmandledherinsidethe

house.

Lu:"ungand'yekangoku"

Mymindwasracing,trynathinkofsomething...lies

toutterwhenshecornersmengalomntana...

Lu:"baby..."

Me:"hm"?



Lu:"letgoofmyarm"

Me:"ohsorrymamakhe"

Iletgoofherarmandwewentstraighttoour

room,closingthedoorbehindus

Lu:"okay,what'sup"?

Me:"what'sup?Withwhat"?

Lu:"uh-uhNtando,don'ttellmeundithatheebantwini

justfornothing"

Me:"sayitagain"

Lu:"saywhatagain"?

Me:"thewayyousaymynamebabe,khaw'phinde

again..."

Sherolledhereyesandturnedtowalkbackoutof

theroom



Me:"isitasintowantafewminuteswithmywife"?

Lu:"atsuchabusytimethough"?

Me:"wellit'snotmyfaultthatsomethingscan'twait"

Lu:"somethings?Thingslikewh-"?

Itooktwostepstowardsherandtookherlipsto

minebitingthecorners,Ipushedhertowardsthe

doorandlockeditasIpinnedherontoit.Iheardher

letoutasoftcryasmybodysmashedonhersand

asmyhandspulledupherdress,tonguescolliding

sheletoutamoan.Ifelthermeltingatmytouches

asIkissedandbitdownhernapleneck,withinafew

secondsherdressflewacrosstheroomfollowedby

myt-shirt.

Iliftedheroffthegroundeasily,shewrappedher

evershaved,soft,beautifullegsaroundmywaistasI

tookhertobedandcontinuedwithwhatIstarted.

Istoppedandlookeddownatherbeautifulfacewith

sexyeyesandinvitinglips



Me:"Iloveyou"

ShesmiledbutinhereyesIsawaglimpseof

uncertainity,mistrustandthatbrokemyheart.

Lu:"howmuch?"

Me:"huh"?

Lu:"howmuchdoyouloveme?Anddon'ttellme

kakhulu,that'snottheanswerI'mlookingfor"

IkeptthegazeasIregisteredwhatshejustsaid..

Me:"withmylife"

Shepulledmyneckdownandweresumed,asItook

hertomyselfwebothforgotabouttheguests

downstairs.Hermoans,criesofecstacy,soundsof

pleasureweremusictomyears...

Iknowhowmuchshelovesforeplaysoasmuchas

myrockharderectionwaskillingme,Iwantedto

pleasureherfirstsoIwentdownonher.Itwasn't



longwhenIfelthermusclesflexing,herbreathing

shallowingandherthroat-moansdeepening.A

coupleoflicks,bitesandblowsIsetherofftoan

awesomeclimax.

Ididn'tevengiveherenoughtimetogatherher

strengthandsteadyherbreathing,Ijusttookcontrol

andownedher.

Lu:"fasterbaby"

I'msureshedidn'trealisethatcameoutasa

whisper...

Lu:"OhMyGod!I'mgonna..."

Me:"yhimababe..."

Lu:"Ic-c-c-aaahfuck!BabyI'mgonnacum"!

Me:"ndilindebaby..."

Lu:"it'sso...ohGod!Sodamn...mmmhholyJesus"!

Withhereyesrolledback,backarchedandtoes

curledIfelthernailssinkingdeepintomymuscled



backIknewthatshewasabouttoletgosoIwent

fasterandfasterandthenItookonelaststrideand

wentdeeperasherentirebodyshooktoorgasm.I

followedrightafterher...

YouknowsometimesIwishedLuthandowasa

countrygirl?Nje.Cozthenifshewas,ebengazo

cingananacontraceptivesespeciallywithmebeing

awayfromhomeformonths.Meaning,everytimewe

hadmindblowingsexlikethisoneI'dknowforsure

thatukhulelwe,butowamumfaziucwangcisangoku

ayaziyobaandizobuyainyangayonke.

Lu:"youbrokethedoctorsrules"

Ikissedhermoistsmilinglips

Me:"youmeanWEbrokethedoctorsrulesnebaby"?

Lu:"nope,youdid.Soifthatdemonreturnsuyaz'ba

it'syourfault"

Me:"itwon't.Relax"

Again,Iloweredmyheadandmethersucculantlips



andclosedmyeyesaswekeptthekissforafew

secondsthenshetookthelead...Untilherphone

rang,ndamthathelandamnika

Lu:"Keri,what'sup"?

Keri:"heyI'vebeenlookingforyou.Whereareyou"?

Lu:"Iuhm...I'mcomingrightnow.Areyoustillatthe

back"?

Keri:"noI'minthekitchen"

Lu:"okay,I'llberightthere"

Shehungupandgotoffthebed,rantotheshower...

Me:"ndiyezandizok'ncedisa"

Lu:"ha.ababehlalaaphopls"

...



Itookaquickshower,gotdressedandrusheddown

thestairstoKeriinthekitchen

Me:"bigsis"

Her:"wherehaveyoubeen?Ineedhelparoundhere"

Well...

Iwasn'tabouttotellmybigsisteraboutmyshaggy

business.IhelpedherwithservingandIwasmyfree

selfuntilInoticedsomeweirdstaresfromthegirls

whowereinsideincludingLisaandAkhobuteven

thenIdidn'treadmuchintoituntilwefinished

servingpeoplendathathaukutyaformyhusband

andwalkedtowardsthestairs

Lisa:"don'tbeloudthistimearound"

Me:"excuseme"?

Akho:"weuhm,heardyouandyourhusband"

Me:"heardus?When"?



Lisa:"uhm...Whenyouwereuhm..."

Akho:"...bedroomnoises"

Yho

TheembarassmentIfeltthatmomentI'msuremy

facewasred...

Butthenagain,Iknowakhontoivakalayodownhere

withmyroomupstairssohowthehelldidtheyhear

me?

Akho:"there'snoneedtobeembarrassedaboutit"

Me:"uh-uhbabe,I'mnotonebitembarrassed...butI'd

liketoknow,whatwereyoudoingupstairsthatvery

samemoment"

Theyexchangedlooks

Me:"what?You'retongue-cutnow?Benisenzaniup



thereinthefirstplacecozIknowdamnwellthat

akuvakalinothingfromthereulapha"

Lisa:"wewereuhm..lookingfor..."

Akho:"wewerelookingforthebathroom"

Me:"theonebehindyou,asinrightnow"?

Theyturnedandlookedatthebathroomthenslowly

turnedbacktolookatme,Ichuckledandwalkedup

tomyroom.Myhusbandwasintheshower,Iputhis

fooddownnexttothebedandopenedthesecurity

lockonhisphonendakhuphelalanumberkaNomsa.

NtandomustthinkI'mstupid...yesIdon'tknowthe

realdealwithhimandthisNomsabutmygutnever

liesandIknowhowmuchhehatesaccusations

whethertheyaretrueornot,kuNtandofunekauze

withafullstoryANDproof.
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Nomsacalled...NdisalindeuNtandoagqibeuvasa



Me:"Nomsa"

Silence...

Her:"ohhi...uhm,sorrythismustbeawrongnumber"

Me:"yeahright,I'lltellNtandoyoucalled.Orbetter

yet,I'lltellhimtogofindyouamongtheguests

downstairs"

Her:"nonono,it'stotallyfineMrsuhm...Ntabeni"

Me:"itshouldbeSibongiletoyou,orcallme

Trinalique.Nomsa"

Shewentdeadsilent

Me:"wasthereanythingelse"?

Her:"noma'am"

Me:"mmright"

Icutthecallandcrossedmylegswaitingformy

husbandtoretreatfromtheshowerbooth,while



waitingIwentthroughhisphone.Hecameoutwith

atowelwrappedaroundhiswaist,Isawasenseof

shockinhiseyewhenherealisedthatitwashis

phoneinmyhand.

Him:"you'rebackformore"?

Me:"ha!Youwish,Ibroughtyoufood"

Him:"andyouhavemyphoneinyourhands"

Me:"unentooyifihlayokuyomhlaw'mbi"?

Him:"nope.Akhontointsha"

Me:"mmh,thenyoushouldcallNomsakwangoku

cozndihambanayo"

Him:"callNomsa"?

Me:"yep,ugqibokufounelajustnow"

Ihandedhimthephoneandwatchedhiseyesashe

tookit,Iknewthatdeepdownhedidn'twannareturn

Nomsa'sphonecallbuthewasgoingto.Becausehe

knewIwantedhimto,andlangqondwanayakhe



wantedtoprovetomethathe'snothidinganything.

Iwatchedhimredial...

Nomsa:"hello"

Him:"youcalled"

Nomsa:"ohI'msorryIknowIshouldn'thave.Ihope

andikufakangangxakini"

Him:"whatcanIdoforyou"?

Nomsa:"Rangersaysyouorderedhimtochaseus

out"

Him:"and"?

Nomsa:"haibo,weareguestshereliketheother

people"

Him:"Istilldon'tgetwhyyoucalledme,talktoRanger

orcallmyPA"

Nomsa:"ohbu-"

Hehungupandgavemethephoneagain



Me:"Ineverknewyouhaveafemalefriend"

Him:"Idon't..."

Me:"Nomsa"?

Him:"she'snotafriend,maybeapotentialbusiness

partnerbutdefinitelynotafriend"

Me:"hahaha!Businesspartner?Wow"

Him:"whyuy'hlekalento"?

Me:"shejustdoesn'tstrikemeasa

businesswoman...Orwait,lemmeguess:she'sfrom

CapeTown.Right"?

Him:"erh...yes"

Me:"thatexplainsitnow"

Him:"explainswhat"?

Ichuckled,kissedhimonthelipsndamshiyaapho.

SoIguesshewassellingmetheideathatshewasa

businessassociateofsomesort?Mnk.Iwentback



downstairsandmingledwiththeguests,Ivaguely

noticedRangerdrivingoutwiththreewomen.

Lisa,NomsaandAkho.Howconvenientofhim.

...

Theguestshavereturnedtotheirhomes,Eveandher

familyleftandsodideveryoneelse.Iwasleft

mendingmyhouse...

Myhusbandwasstillaround:oakaqhelekikexa

ekhonaokocozmnaandizongaphangelingenxa

yakhemeaninghehadtobeahouse-husband:)and

anannytohischildrenbecauseIgaveFatimaa

leaveakheayobonaabantwanabakheevenifit's

justtwoweeks.

TwoweeksaftertheweddingIwentforacheck-

up,withoutmyhusband.Thedoctordeclaredme

cured:DbutemphasizedthatIshouldfinishupthe

restofthetreatmentthenIbookedapapsmear

appointmentandreturnedhomendafikauNtando

edlalaifootballwithhissonsattheback



Me:"molweeeni"

Uba:"umamaam"

Uve:"hayumamamUba"

TheirdadpassedmetheballbezabebalekaI

returneditbacktohimtheydidthesamething,this

environmentwasmostcertainlyrelaxingbutIwasn't

gonnaplayfootballndizenzeleimikhinkqindiunfit

kaloku.Isatdown,crossedmylegsandjustwatched

them.Theywereenjoyingthismoment,Iwas

enjoyingittoountiltheydecidedtojoinmeonthe

lawn,theirdadkissedmeonthelipsfourtimes

Him:"wemissedyou"

Me:"really?Ngokuningathinonwabilengaphandle

kwam"

Him:"Ubatellmommywemissedher"

Uba:"mommy'emissedyou"

Uve:"we"



Uba:"thulaUven'thethanomamam"

Uve:"suthiUvekum,ithiYoungKing"

Uba:"hayma-"

Me:"comekissmommy,bothofy'allyoungkings"

Theycametokissmeandsatrightinfrontofme

playingwithmyface

Him:"wewenttocheckonyouatwork"

Me:"should'vecalled"

Him:"ubuyephike"?

Me:"ItookashortflighttoJo'burg,ifbenitshilo

ngesihambesonke"

Him:"soMowashere"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"andhedidn'tevenmentionit"

Me:"healsodoesn'tmentionittomenaxa

ezohambanawenje"

Him:"becauseI'mhisboss,hereportstomebaby"



Me:"haywethukhaw'yekeomnye.Hemusthave

forgottentomentionit,andbesides..I'msurenawe

khangeumbuzebauphi"

Him:"aw'samthetheleli"

Ijustsmiled...

Me:"abakusokolisangaaba"?

Him:"hm.mh...besidesbeinghyper-active"

Me:"goodthingyou'refit"

Him:"band'fakaegym'iningenkaniabantwana

bakho"

Me:"tellme'boutit...uphindelaninieKapababe"?

Him:"Idunno,why"?

Me:"justasking"

Him:"amIsuffocatingyourspace"?

Me:"ha.ababe,it'sactuallynicehavingyouaround

isdala"



Hekissedmyneck

Him:"really"?

Me:"really.Imeanttoaskyou,whatarewedoingngo

December"?

Him:"I'mnotsure.YouknowI'mseldomhome

duringthattime"

Me:"oh"

Him:"butifI'maround,wecandowhateveryouwant"

Me:"Iuhm,I'vebeensavingupsomemoneysoI

wannagoawayforaretreat"

Him:"alone"?

Me:"maybe"

Him:"howaboutItalktomakhuluagcineabantwana

thenwecangotogether"?

Me:"babethere'sahighpossibilityuzaw'be

ungekho,youdon'treallyhavetogowithme"



Him:"comeonbaby,Iwantto"

Me:"mmmh,I'llbookforthebothofuskeandsend

youtheinvoiceorwecansplitit"

Him:"bookandsendmetheinvoicebabe"

Me:"alrightthen"

Afterplayingwiththekidsforaboutthirtyminutes

wewentbackinsidethehouseandchilledonthe

couch.Cuddled.

...

Afterfourandahalfmonthehlalanathiuhusband

hehadtoreturnbacktoCapeTown,we

accompaniedhimtotheairport

Uba:"tatamabuyaniniwenahok"?

Uve:"tatamsuwamba,akhumbuyathina"



Him:"ndizobuyandoda,justprotectmommyforme.

Okay"?

Both:"e.etatam"

O.oudlalangabantwanabamuNtando,howwillthey

protectme?

Hetouchedmynaturalyblushedcheeks...

Him:"suqumbakalokmntuwam"

Me:"izobankulukakhulungokulandlu"

Hebentdownandkissedme,Iresponded.Myheart

washoldingtightontohim,Iwassuddenlyhurting.

Emotionally.Idon'tknowwhy.

Him:"I'llbebackbeforeyouknowit.Cummon,putup

asmileforyourBeast"

Me:"puh-leez!Beastwobubhanxa.Nowgetouttamy



hair,getlost"

Helaughedashekissedallthreeofusthenboarded

thePJ,wedrovebackhomeinsilence.

Twoweekslater...

Fatimawasback,IwokeuponarainyThursday

morningandIjustknewIhadtogodowntoCape

Townimmediately.IdialedMo,heagreedtofetch

meintwohoursyhondaxhumaandrantothe

bathroom,showeredandtookahandbagpacking

oneextraoutfitandminitoiletries.Ohanlatex

gloves.ThreehourslaterIwasinCapeTown.Itook

acabtoNtando'splaceandIvorwasn'taround,so

whenIgottothehouseItookRangeRover'skeys

anddrovemyselftohisflat.TheoneAnelisaleft

Sinoin.Iopenedthedoorwithmyownkeyand

immediatelyfeltsickbyawoman'soverinduldged

perfume...

Iwentstraighttothebedroomandfoundthree

piecesofevidence:

1.Goldneckpiece



2.Combwithhair

3.Bra

..andmyhusband'sblackt-shirtnexttothebed.Not

justanyt-shirt,theThuglifet-shirtIboughthimuqala

kwethulerelationship.

Iputonmylatexgloves,puttheevidenceinsidea

plasticbagthenIwenttothekitchenandfound

mythlatedspiritalongwithmatchsticksndayanazo

tothebedroom.Ipoureditonalmosteverything,set

italight,lockeditandgotintothatblackRover.I

drovebacktohishouse,theevidenceinmybag.AsI

drovein,IsawanunfamiliarcarintheparkinglotsoI

justwenttotheundergroundparkingandparkedmy

husband'scarndaphumaemotwenindangena

endliniandsurprise,surprise...

Me:"howcanIhelpyou"?

Shedroppedhertwophonesinshock,onebrokea

screen.Idon'tknowabouttheother...



Her:"uhm...hi"

Me:"Iaskedyouaquestion,Nomsa"

Her:"uhm...MrNtabenisentmetouhm...fetcha

file,inhiserh..."

Me:"droptheactmararacozyouandIbothknow

thatyou'rehisside-dish"

Her:"I'msorry..."

Me:"didhebuyyouthatcar"?

Her:"ha.asis-"

Me:"whatdidhepromiseyou?Orit'syou?Youenjoy

theDhuh?Youlovebeingsecondbest"?

Her:"IthinkIshouldle-"

Me:"honeyshutthefuckupandlistentome.

Carefully"

Iheardherswallowsalivadownherdrythroat...

Me:"Idon'tcarehowyoumethim,whathepromised



youorwhatyougivetohimbutwhatIdocareabout

ismyhouseholdandI'mnotgonnasitaroundandbe

madestupidbythetwoofyou.Womantowoman,I

understandthathe'stheculpritinthismessbutwife

tosidechickIwannablowyourfuckenmindoffright

now,pitythegunsareupstairsandbehindyoukanti

keIdon'twannabemessy.Nowdoyourselfafavour

honeyudlaleleferrkuNtando,blockhis

number,eintlikdowhateveryoucantostayoutofhis

wayornexttimeyouseemeIwon'tbesonice."

Iwentupstairstothebedroom,removedallthe

beddingandbathtowelsndazikhuphaphandleand

burntthemphambikomnyango.OgqibakwamItook

acabndabuyelaeairport,onmywayIheardandsaw

firebrigadesirens.Maybetheyweregoingtothe

flat,maybenot.Mongeziwaspatientlywaiting...

Me:"plstakemetoJo'burg"

Mo:"yesma'am"

:)



WasIeverinCapeTown?Nope,Idon'tremember.
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WhenwelandedinJo'burgIwenttothecockpit

Me:"weneverwenttoCapeTown,okay?"

Mo:"Madam"?

Me:"ifanyoneasks,youtookmefromPortElizabeth

andbroughtmestraighthere.Correct"?

Mo:"Correct"

Me:"thankyou"

Igotoff,calledacabandwentstraighttothe

ShisaNyama.ImmediatelyIgotoffIknew

balapha,parkinglotibimnyamanjeandItoldmyself

andisozendijikiswengabo.Awaitorshowedmea

tableImademyorderandwaitedforasodasolong.

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledKB...



KB:"Nowthisisanicesurprise"

Me:"aha!Howbusyareyou"?

KB:"foryou?Notatallbusy"

Me:"good,canyoupickmeupattheShisaNyamain

anhourorless"?

KB:"You'reinJo'burg"?

Me:"justarrived"

KB:"alright,I'llbetherein45"

Me:"thankyou"

WhenIlookedup,Vincenthadbroughtmyfood.I

didn'tevenfakeasmileasheputtheserverdown

beforeme

Me:"thankyou"

Vince:"uth'ubroumlindeorum'touch'exauhamba

uzohambanawe"



Me:"mxeleleebengazanganamapha"

Hehalf-bowedandleft.

Iatemymeat,kuncibilikanes'gqukruesiemqaleni

yilenyama.

"youlookbeautiful,asalways"

Ilookedup,therewasNtandowithhisentourage

standingrightacrossmytable.

Hecametokissmycheek,Ilethim.

Him:"it'sasinforabeautifulwomantoeat

alone,ulaphaforhowlongI'dliketojoinyou"

Me:"notforlong,I'mactuallywaitingforsomeone"

Him:"someoneweknow"?

Me:"yepand,he'shere.Plssettlethebillandtipthe

waitor"

Igotup,tookmybagandkissedhischeekthenI



strutmywaytotheexitwasoleejikaphauKabelo.

Wegotintohiscar

KB:"wherearewegoingto"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,just...drive"

Hestolealookatmeanddroveinsilence,ten

minuteslatermyphonerangIjustignoredityade

yayeka.Again,itrangnday'fakakusilent

KB:"Ithinkyoushouldanswerthemorhim"

Me:"Idon'twantto,that'stheproblem"

KB:"myfriend,trytowanttobecausetheyare

followingus"

Ilookedattherearviewmirrorandsighed.Nowmy

tabletrang,ndazincamandamphendula...



Me:"baby"?

Him:"uyaphi"?

Me:"excuseme"?

Him:"uyaphiLuthando"?

Me:"haibowhatkindaquestionisthat"?

Him:"yintonienzimaukuphendulalentondiy'buzayo"?

Me:"subayibullyNtando"

Him:"what"?

Me:"youareinJo'burgdoingwhateveritisyou're

doingndikwaziuseKapamna,nd'celaundiyekekeI

havemyownbusinesstomind"

Hehungup

Icouldhearangerinhisvoice.Itookadeepbreath

KB:"Everythingokay"?

Me:"plsfindspaceundothulebro,Idon'twannaput

yourlifeatrisk"



KB:"hedoesn'tintimedateme,ifyou'reintroublethen

I'dratherputmylifeatrisk"

Me:"Kabelo..."

KB:"Iknowhedoesn'tlikeme,that'snothingnew.

Relax"

Hedroveon,withinablinkofaneyeIlookedatthe

mirroroutsidemydoorandsawNtando'scarright

behindusandhewasdriving.Ilookedontheother

sideandtherewasRangerfastapproaching,Iwished

Iwasdrivingcoztheirplanwastogetusinthe

middleoftheirtwocars...

Me:"trytoovertakethesetwocarsthenafterthat

truckpullover.Theytrynacornerus"

KB:"Ayt"

JustasRangerwasapproaching,KBdidexactlywhat

Itoldhimtodo...Ntandocalledagain



Me:"hm"?

Him:"tellthisguytopullover"

Me:"wewerepullingoveranyway"

Ihungup,tookoutmygunfromthehandbag

nday'fakaemqoloandgotoutofthecar,Itolda

shockedKabelotostayputI'llhandleNtando.His

twocarsparkedrightbehindus

waphuma,Range,BulletandTulzfollowed

Him:"uthiuyaphinalentwana"?

Me:"Ihavesomebusinesstotakecareof"

Him:"withhim"?

Me:"hehasacar,andinamotoihlalaeJo'burgmna"

Him:"Rangerkhaw'khuphelentwanauzenayoapha

kum"

Me:"Rangertakenetanotherstepuzoz'sola"



Theyalllookedatme...surprised.

Him:"uthini"?

Me:"whatbusinessdoyouhavewithKB"?

Him:"heh,Rangernditheizanalentwana"

Me:"netnjeRanger..."

Him:"babydon'ttrymypatience.Please"

Me:"canIgonow?BesideslendawondiyakuyoI

havesomewhereelsetobebeforetheendoftoday

andtimeisnotonmyside"

Him:"thentakeoneofmycarske"

Me:"standinghereinthemiddleofJohannesburg

withyouisariskalone,Idon'twannaadd

unneccessarypursuit.Nothanks"

Theguysmumbledsomethingndabajonga,myeyes

metBullet'sndaphindandajongaikingyabo



Me:"hehNtando,kantiisn'tBulletsupposedtobein

PortElizabeth?Gaurdingmyhome"?

Him:"ikhonaintoebendimfunelayonaapha"

Me:"andIwasnevertold"

Him:"becauseIknewnisafe,andbesides,akazolala

apha"

Me:"cabaokouthewatshutshisaamabhantinti

emjivaziyareporterngokuezienemieszakho

xazizayo?Umntunguwe"

Ilookedhimstraightintheburningeyesashe

searchedmyowneyesforsomethingIdon'tknowof.

Me:"Iguesswe'redonehere"

IwalkedbackintoKB'scarandhedroveustoapark.

Wegotoutandwalkedtoanemptybench,sakhe

sahlalainsilent...



KB:"okay...nowtellmewhat'sgoingon.Whyareyou

goingaroundwithagun"?

Me:"it'salongstory.I'msorryifIscaredyou"

KB:"wehavetime..."

Me:"he'scheatingonme.Again"

KB:"I'msorry"

Me:"amInotenough?Don'tIsatisfyhim?AmIdoing

somethingwrong"?

KB:"heyheyhey,youareenough.Okay?Youare

enough,he'sjustabustard"

Iwipedatear

Me:"abustardthatIlovewithmylifeKabelo"

KB:"Comehere"

HehuggedmeandjustletmecryuntilIhadcalmed

downthenwewenttobuyicecreamesakhesahlala

phajustchilling.IgotacallfromNtando-_-I

rejectedit.Rangercalled,Tulzcalledandthenlastly

Bulletcalledmetwotimesndaz'ncama



Me:"Bullet"

Him:"shoiyabuzaigrootmanuhambaz'khathini?"

Me:"yhohaykhanindiyekeguys.Hambaniindlela

yenuplease"

Iheardthephoneexchangehands,ndevakwa

uphefumlaokubanguhubbyngokuozothetha

Him:"MowillbeleavingJo'burgatthreeand

akaphindeabuyesougodukanini"

Me:"whenI'mdonedoingwhatIcameheretodo"

Him:"timeframe"?

Me:"andiyazike...whynizihluphangambethuna?

Ndiyayaziindlelaegodukayo"

Him:"andizokushiyaRhawutiniLuthando"

Me:"bonakemawuthinibutjuststopbothering

me,youdidwhateveryoucameheretodoinpeace



ungaphazanyiswamntu.Andfuthuzi

andingomntwanamandingabinavalorhoqokukhala

lephone"

Him:"heh"!

Me:"ugqibile"?

Him:"mxm"

Hehungup.

LateronKBwenttobuytakeawaydinnerforme

thenwayondibekaemnyangokwiapartmentka

Ntando.Wehuggedthenndambulelaforlisteningto

mywhiningiminiyonkeengadikwa,afterheleft

ndangenaendlini.Wenttowarmmydinner,went

upstairstochangethebedding.Icanneverbetoo

surebaawekhonaalalanawoapha

amankazana...afterthatndatya,lockedthe

door,switchedoffmyphonesthenndayolala.

PastthreeamIwaswokenupyisoundyeshower,I

satupinbedandputonthebedsidelampand

lookedaround.Ionlysawhisphone,Iwent



downstairsandmademyselfgingerteandaphindela

ebedroomndafikaephumileebathroom.Igotinbed

anddrankmyteainsilenceashelotionedhisbody

Him:"flatyamitsheyaphelaeKapa"

Ikeptquiet...

Him:"nempahlayamalongwiththebeddingatthe

apartment"

Me:"mh"

Hestoppedlotioning,turnedandlookedatme.

Him:"Iknowyoudidn'thaveanythingtodowiththat"

Me:"mh"

Him:"butalittlebirdietoldmeyouwereinCape

Towntoday"

Me:"who"?

Him:"whotoldme"?



Me:"no,whowasinCapeTown"?

Him:"you"

Me:"xeshani"?

Him:"youtellme"

Me:"soyoumeantotellmethatuthekwana

akakuxelelanga"?

Him:"thisisn'tfunnymamakhe"

Me:"amIlaughing"?

Iheardhimgruntingunderhisbreath,Ijustcontinued

drinkingmyteaasifakekhokwaphamb'kwam.

WhenIwasdoneIreturnedthecuptothekitchen

nd'pholeaphakumind.JustasIclosedthedoor,his

phoneranganditwasnearertomethantohim

nday'thathanday'phendulandimjongestraight

emehlweni

Me:"Nomsa"

Shehungup



Me:"Rhaaa"!

Idialedheragain,justasitwasringinghegrabbed

thephoneyaphuncukayawabutitdidn'tbreak.

Me:"wenzanikengoku"?

Him:"Ibelievethat'smyphone"

Me:"kengoku"?

Itookthephoneanddialedherback

"umbuzileaboutthefirebaby?whatdidshesay"?

IwaslookingatNtando,insteadofbeingremorseful

hewasjustgrowingangrierandangrier

Her:"baby...areyouthere"?

Me:"phendulaNtandouyathethaubabywakho"

Him:"khasaphalephone"

Her:"ohshit"!

Him:"Luthandogimmemydamnphone"

Me:"youmeanyourfuckenphone,neh?Andwhile

youatit,rathercallmeSibongileman"

Him:"Iwon'trepeatmyself"



Me:"youdon'tneedto"

Ithrewthatdamnphoneonthewallsoharditbroke

apart,ndevangempamaeshushuIdidn'tevenflinch.

Iwenttotheotherphonesonthedressingtableand

smashedallofthemtopieces.ByallofthemImean

eventhebusinessephones,ndayothathaihammer

fromthebathroomndazibethazayipowder.Hejust

stoodthereandwatchedme,hiseyesturningblood

red...

IwasunleashingtheBeastfromdeepinsidehim,and

Iwasreadyforhim.
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Iwentdownstairsandtookabowlndabuthala

powderyezaphonesndambekelaphaphezukwe

dressingtable.

Me:"babynaziiiphonezakhokevha"

Ihadthehammerinmyhand,pacingupanddown



theroommyownangerwasescalating.

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"nd'celauthuleNtandomfethu"

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"haikefokof"

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"FUCKO-"

Ifeltanotherslapndacimela,thisonewaspowered

byanger.Myheadwasspinningincirclesfora

momentndakhendematryingtocompose

myself,whenIhadcomposedmyselfndamjonga

ndamhleka.Ijustlaughed.

Me:"yazuyinjaNtando?Doyouknowthat?Wena,You?

Youareadog.D.O.Gdogmyman.Dog.Nja"

Him:"willyoushutup"?



Me:"NoNtandoIwon't,Iwillnotshutup.Enza

kengokulentoingathiungayenza"

Him:"Luthando...Donot.Donottestme.Please.Do

yourselfafavourandshutthefuckup.Okay"?

Me:"uphambene!YaziuphambeneNtando?Ummo

lowakhoucing'bandiyibhofoloyakhoneh?Mntaka

Z'khaliuyabonanamhlanje?Utshophantsiisitya

sigcwele.Yaz'uphambene?Heee"

Hekeptquietforasecondthenwithaloudroarhe

punchedthemirroronthedoorofthecloset.Ididn't

waistnotimeIfollowedsuit,tookthehammerand

smashedthemirroronthedressingtablewothuka

Him:"whatthefuckwasthatfor"?

Me:"whythefuckdidyoupunchtheclosestmirror"?

Him:"Luthandodon'tfuckwithme"

Me:"wehaveNomsatodothatorulibele"

Ndatshondigqibezelalamirroryathisaaphantsi



kwashiyekaiplangalodwa.Iproceededand

smashedeverymirrorinthathouse,ndaqalae

bathroomndabuyandazogqibezelaezishiyekileyo

kulabedroomandthat'swherehegotachanceand

sprungonmeexactlylikeaBeastwouldon

prey,wand'krwitsha.Icriedbutthoseweren'ttearsof

pain,theyweretearsofanger,disappointmentand

betrayal.Ijustclosedmyeyesandanddugmynails

onhisfleshyangathiakevaniksndamfakaamazinyo

onhiswristssincetheywereclosertomy

lips...ndamlumandalivaliphumaigazibutIjustwent

deeperanddeeper.Hedroppedmeandthrewme

ontothebed.Iwipedmyeyesndohlika..

Me:"hahahaheheeesonowyou'renotjustadog?

Uyibitch.Injakazi.Kuthen'uyicowardnjeNtando?

Xaukruqukilendimitshomanndikukhweleleyou're

nottheonlymanouthereyouknow?Vulaumlomo

lonawakho,growaspineandbeafuckenman

undixelelethatyou'vehadenoughofme.Iwantto

hearyousayit,kuthenwandenzelaintwez'phantsi

ngoku?Yaz...mxm,evenagaymaniyakodlulangoba



yindoda?Usisiyoyoyoandanexcuseofaman

NTANDONTABENIyouareadisgracetomen.

NdingumntwanakhoI'dbeashamedtocallyoumy

fatherandyouknowwhat?Ikamvalakholimfiliba

kwedini...Uyaw'zeundikhangelengenyiminijustfor

ucelauxoloforbeinganincompetenthusband.

S'trubob"!

Him:"khawuthuleLUTHANDONTABENI"

Me:"DON'TYOUFUCKENDARERAISEYOURBITCHY

VOICEATME"!

Him:"LuthandoI'llfuckenfuckyouup,yekalento

uyenzayo"

Isatonthebedsidelampostandwatchedhim

Me:"whatisitthatshehasthatIdon't"?

Hedidn'tanswerme...

Me:"okaymasimyekeuNomsanabanyecozndisure

she'snottheonlysaladkuleplateyakhokeneh,tell

meyintonilendingayenziyouy'funayo?Whatexactly



isthatdoesn'tsatisfyyouaphakum?Don'tImeet

thestandardsofyourrequired'dream'woman?Or

AmIjusttoocoldforyou?"

Him:"babypls"

Me:"don'tbabymepls.Thisisnotimeforthat,just

tellme.Answerme,please"

Hesatdownwithhisheadbetweenhis

hands...solemn.

Him:"you'reenoughokay,you'reperfect.You'remore

thanperfect"

Me:"butI'mnotenoughforyou,right?I'mjustnot

perfectenoughforyou?Right"

Him:"bab-"

Me:"ISAIDDONOTFUCKENBABYME

MAN,RUBBISH"!

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"fuckyou"



Him:"LuI'msorry.Idon'thaveanexplanationor

anythingelsetosaytoyoubutI'msorry"

Me:"umuncukodwawenashame"

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"ndinguS'bongilekuweNtando.Youdon't

deservetocallmemamakhe,babyorLuthando.

Njengalamankazanawakhoanesibindisongena

aphelelekwam,ufananawonqwa!Justcallme

SIBONGILE.Ndivakamnandikanyexandibizwa

ngelo,atleastandinasazelalelam.Andilibolekwanga

kokwenu,zeliphindelixuthwexauzenonontroyi

omtsha"

AfteramomentofsilenceIgotupwithmyhammer

andwenttothekitchen,Ibrokeevery

glass,plate,cup,window,mirror...anythingbreakable.I

brokeittopieces.Iunlockedthedoorandwentto

theparkinglot,IsmashedthehelloutofhisRange

RoverEvoquetoapointonewoulddoubtyakhe

yakhonaiwindscreenorwindowsinfact.Islithis

tyreszadlakadlakainaninstantkwabotyokakwarim



leyentsimbi.Ishookthecarunyusaidiesel,returned

backinsidendagubhululatheentirekitchen.Ifound

anunused20Lofgeneratorpetrolndaphumanayo,I

pouredalloverandaroundthecar.Thensetit

alight...

Wentbackinsidendaqalainthekitchenandpoured

thatsamepetrol,wenttoeachandeveryroom

ndagqibelangebedroomsagilanaemnyango

Him:"Lukuthenikunukaumlilo"?

Me:"umaneundothukakexandisithiumuncu"

Hesworeunderhisbreathandranpastmeright

afterweheardablastingsound,Icontinuedwith

whatIwasdoing.WenttothesafeandtookhisID's

andotherimportantdocumentsndaz'fakakwibag

yamthenItookthebagandmyshoesndaphuma

ndishiyasekuvutha.Isettheapartmenton

fire,abanyenabanyebayozibonela.Againwe

bumpedontoeachother,butnowatthemaindoor.

Hewasgoingbackinsidetheburninghouse,Iwas



leavintheburninghouse.

Iknewjustfromthelookinhiseyesthathecouldn't

believewhatwashappening,maybeebefunyenwe

yilantoukheubaweleumntuakutswebejustsoyou

canbesureyou'renotdreaming.

Him:"whatareyoudoing?Luwhataboutthetenants

aroundtheapartment?Mythingsinside"?

Me:"honey,calmdownokay?Uzobanehigh-high

usemncinci.Nowbesmart,provetomethatyou're

indeedsmartandcallRanger,tellhimtobringacar"

Withthatbeingsaid,Ilockedthedoortotheburning

apartmentndathichuubhekakwiparkingarea...he

followed

Him:"howthefuckamIsu-"

Me:"mindyourlanguage"

Him:"ba-Lu,howamIsupposedtocallanyonewhen

yousmashedallmyphones"?



Me:"soyou'reprovingmeright?U.M.U.N.C.Uqha

qwabaayidingiremedyleyakhoimeko.

Akunosebenzanempephobaby"

Isatdownonthepavement,tookoutmyphoneand

calledRanger...Idoubtuyalalaloh

Range:"Mrs"

Me:"khaw'khawulezeuzenemoto"

Range:"ulibonileixesha?Iseverythingokay"?

Me:"mnk,iworryyamisthatifyou'renotcareful

uzobamuncunaweyaz.HowcanIcallyou

ngelixeshakantieverythingisokay"?

Range:"okayI'llberightthere"

Iremovedmyslippersandworemysneakers,phof

ndinxibePJshortsandhisoversizedT-shirtnow

withthesneakersonyou'dthinkI'mgoingforajog.

Hubbywasquietlywatchinghiscarandapartment



burndowntoashes,thestudentshadapparently

calledfirefightersbuttheywerealsopouringwater

buckets.IheardRanger'styresscreechtoahalt

ndaphakamandamkhaw'lelacozuphumewabaleka

wezakuthileavingthecarkeysintheignition

Range:"areyouguysokay?Grootman?Tee?What

happened?Whatstartedthefire"?

Me:"Ihaveabsolutelynoideabutkuthwanguvutha"

HewenttoNtando,Igotinthecaranddroveoff.I

sawthemrunningaftermeyangath'andibaboni,I

drovestraighttotheShisaNyama.Themaingate

waslockedsoIgotontopofthecarandjumped

overthefence,landingonmytwofeetIwentstraight

tothekitchenandlookedaround.Thereweregas

stovessondavelandazivulazonkeandeverything

flameablethenIwenttotheofficendathathaallthe

importantbooksnelaptopthenIseteverythingelse

alight.AgainIhadtojumpoftotheotherside,after

climbingthefenceofcoz.



Idrovetothenearestfuelstationandfilledupthe

20Lwithpetrol,RightafterthatIwenttoNtando's

preciousbaby.Theclub.Imanagedtosneakinat

thebackandwentstraighttohisoffice,Iopenedthe

safeusingbothourinitialsandlasttwonumberson

ourID'sasthesecuritylock.Iremovedfoursealed

brownleatherbriefcases,wenttoloadtheminthe

carthenIwentbackinandopeneethreemoresafes

removingninemorebriefcases.Afterthatndagalela

lapetroleverywherethatIcouldndashiyakuvutha

amadangatyi.

Itwasalreadyprettyclosetodaybreak,Idrove

myselftoSunInternationalparkedoutsideandgot

underneaththecarjusttodisconnectthe

tracker,whenIwasdoneIbookedmyselfin,switched

myphonesoffagainandtookawelldeservednap.
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AfteranhourIrealisedthatIcouldn'tsleep,I

searchedmybagforpainamolsanddrankfourthen



ndalala.

WhenIwokeupaboutsixtosevenhourslaterI

thoughtIwasparanoidwhenIsmelthiscolognein

theroom.Isatupandlookedaround,andyeah,he

wasindeedintherewithme.Leaningbythe

door,watchingme.

AtfirstIwasafraidcozowamumsindouhlile

ngoku,owakheprobablyuworsekunak'qala.

Me:"howdidyougetinhere?Andwhatareyoudoing

here"?

Hejustwatchedmeinsilence,Ilookedaroundfora

gownandwhenIsawitndaphakama,wrappedit

aroundmybody

Iopenedthedoorforhim



Me:"nd'celauphume"

Hejustextendedhishandtowardsmyhandonthe

doorknobwabuyanocango,keepingeyecontact.

Okay.Iwasn'tabouttoarguenayesoearly,Ihadn't

evenbrushedmyteethndayaebathroom.Ididmy

businessndaphumasehleliontheedgeofthebed

Me:"ufunantoniaphaNtando"?

Him:"you"

Me:"eshe,imuncukelentouy'phendulayo.Ufunamna

xabekusukekwathini"?

Heremovedhisshoesethecwaka,wakhululane

skipa.Atleasthehadavestunderneath

Me:"uh-uh,wenzaningoku?Ntandoha.anabro

uzothiniapha.Udeukhulule"?

Him:"ndizekuwemos"



Me:"uzothinikum?SulandelelananamIaintyour

propertymfondinikhaw'nxibeuhambe"

Him:"butyou'remywife,right"?

Me:"wellnotforlong"

Hejustgotunderthecoverswazigquma,Iwentclose

andpulledthecoverssajongana

Him:"babenotnow,pls"

Me:"dude,youhaveallthemoneyintheworld.Get

outofmybed,gobookyourselfanotherbed

elsewhere.Please.Ineedtobealone,Ineedto

breathefreshair"

Him:"Idon'twannabeelsewhere,okay"

Me:"noit'snotokay,Idon'twanttobewithyou.

That'swhyIcameherealone,don'tyougetit"?

Him:"no"

Hesawthepainamols,tooktwowaselangalamanzi

ebeshiywendim



Hepulledthecoverswalala...

Me:"tyhinilendodaMazangwa"

Istoodtherewatchinghim

Me:"yaznd'funandingakubulalaNtando,cutyouinto

pieces,wrapyouwiththesesheetsandleaveyouin

thisroom"?

Him:"Iknow"

Me:"thenwhythefuckareyoustillhere"?

Him:"khayekebabytorho"

Me:"andingobabywakhomna"

Hedidn'trespondtothat,feelingabitdefeatedIjust

tookmyphone,satdownngasemnyangoanddialed

Luke...Siveansweredthephone



Her:"heyhey,it'sbeenalongtime.Unjani"?

Me:"hey,I'mokay.IsLuuaround"?

Her:"erhyes,he'sintheshower.Icantakea

messagethough"

Sniff...

Me:"noit'sokay,I'lluhm..callhimsomeothertime"

Her:"areyousureyou'realright"?

Me:"yeahI'mfine"

Her:"alrightke"

Ihungupandjusthuggedmyknees,itwasonlynow

thatIfelttherealhurtache.Ijustletmytears

flow,myheartwasinpiecesandhimbeinghereright

nowwasn'thelpingonebit.Andontopofthat

insteadofhatinghim,Istilllovedhim.Iwasmadly

inlovewithhim,whenheremovedthatt-shirtIfought

sohardwithmyhandsnottotouchhim....Even

now,Iwasbattlingwithmyselfandtheurgetojoin

himinthatbed



ThankGodLukereturnedmycallasIwasrunning

myselfabubblebath,Isoakedmyselfinand

answeredhiscall

Me:"bigbro"

Luu:"heylittleone,hoegaandit"?

Me:"goedenjy"?

Luu:"lekker,mywifesaysyoucalled"

Iclosedmyeyes

Tearswerepainfullystingingthroughthesockets,I

hadabitterlumpinmythroat...

Luu:"Trina"?

Me:"hm"?

OkaynowIwasliterallycrying,myvoiceontheother

handwasreallyfailingme

Luu:"you'recrying,tellmewhat'sgoingon"?

Me:"he...hedoesn'tlovemeanymore"



Luu:"who?Beast"?

Me:"yeshim.Lukewhatiswrongwithme?AmI

reallysohardtolove?Pleasebehonestwithme,am

Iunloveable"?

Luu:"Trina.."

Me:"Iam,aren'tI?Iamunloveable"

Luu:"SibongileTrinaliqueSmithstopit!Okay,just

stop"!

ThatverymomentIbrokedown,allthewallsIbuilt

alltheseyearscametumblingdown

Luu:"baby,babylistentome.Iloveyou.We,your

familylovesyouokay"

Me:"thenwhycan'thelovemeLuu?Whyisitso

damnhardforhimtoloveme"?

Him:"helovesyou,Iknowhedoes.Youtooknow

verywellthathedoes"

Me:"then...Thenwhyishecheatingonme?Ifhe



lovesmesomuchthenwhyishecheatingonme.

Again?"

Iheardhimcurse...

Luu:"I'msorry"

Me:"LuuIwannahatehimsobad,butIcan't.My

heartissodamnstupid.Howdoyoucontinuosly

lovesomeonewhodoesn'tloveyouback,somewho

doesn'tvalueyouoryourrelationship?Whodoesn't

regardyourfeelings?Whodoesn'tappreciate

you,respectyou?Howdoesthathappen?Ormaybe

I'mthestupidone.Yeah,maybeheneverreallyloved

meinthefirstplaceIwasjusttoodamnnaivetosee

it"

Luu:"Trina"

Me:"butIstilllovehim.Why?WhyamIsostupid

though"?

HeletmecryforafewminutesthenItriedcalming



myselfdown...

Luu:"haveyoutoldMarcus"?

Me:"no,Ican't.Iwon't"

Luu:"youhavetotellhim,I'mnationsawaythere's

nothingmuchIcandofromhere"

Me:"youlistened,that'senoughforme"

Luu:"Trina,tellMarcorIwill"

Me:"nononoyouwon't.Marcwillkillhim"

Luu:"hedeservesmorethanalousybullet,Marc

shouldpullhimbythecollarandtakehimstraightto

thepitofhell"

Me:"neemanLuke.Idon'twanthimdeadokay,don't

yougetit?Ilovehim.He'smyhusband"

Luu:"HEDOESN'TDESERVEYOU"

Thathurt

Ibrokedown,again.Thewaterwasgrowingcold



nowandmyskinwasbecomingpale.

Luu:"whereareyounow"?

Me:"inJo'burg"

Luu:"andthekids"?

Me:"PE"

Luu:"gobacktoyourkids,ekwilsienomwateksal

doen"

Me:"solangjywounieMarcusvertel'ie"

Luu:"Iwon't"

Me:"belowemyLuke"

Luu:"Ipromise"

...

Vince,RangerandMarcuswerecallingmenonstop

butIwasn'tgonnaansweranyofthem.Ididn'thave

theenergyforthemeventhoughIknewtheymost



probablywantedtospeaktotheirboss.

WhenIgottiredofwatchinghimsleep,Itookoutmy

phoneanddialedlaNomsa.Shedidn'tanswermy

callforfourconsecutivestimesyhundambhalelai

sms:"Idon'twannabeobligedtocometoCape

Townjustforyou,sopleasebealadyandanswer

yourphone"

Icalledheragain,sheansweredonthefirstring

Her:"MrsNtabeniIamsosorry,Idon'tknowwhat

cameoverme.IknewhewasmarriedbutIkepton

pushingandpushing.Ohndiyakucela

torhwana,ndixo-"

Me:"willyoushutup?Please"

Her:"sorry"

Me:"whendidthisthingbegin"?

Her:"MrsNt-"



Me:"Nomsa"

Her:"it'salongstory"

Me:"Ihaveenoughairtime"

Shesighed

Her:"wemetaboutthreeyearsagoatabusiness

expoinNewYork,hewastheguestbusinessguru

andhonorablespeakerforthatentireweek.Afterthe

expoIpassedhimmybusinesscardandhenever

called.Lastyearwemetagainatanotherbusiness

expoinJo'burgandIaskedhisPAforhisbusiness

cardthenIuhm...Istartedcallinghim"

Me:"okaypause.Whatwereyoudoingatmysister's

wedding?Inmyhouse"?

Her:"theChiefismyuncleandIdobusinesswithhis

son"

Me:"holycrap,soNtandosleepswithhisbrother-

inlaw'scousin?Wow"

Her:"wearen'tsleepingtogetherMrsNtabeni,he's

notabadguyhere.Iam"



Me:"agangstaisabadguyhoneyandsoishiswife

nowcanyougettothepoint"?

Her:"okayuhm...afteracoupleofrejectionsfrom

himIuhm...Iofferedhimabusinessdealworth

fifteenbillionrand"

Me:"inexchangetowhat"?

Her:"thatheuhm..."

Me:"inexchangetosex"?

Her:"erh...Yeah,that"

Me:"solemmegetthisright:yousoldhim

business,forsex"?

Shefakedacough...

Me:"andhowareyoudifferentfromaprostitute"?

Her:"I'mnohooker,okay.Ijusthavemyownwayof

doingbusiness"

Me:"relax,youdon'towemeanyexplanation.Buttell

me,howmanytimesdidhesleepwithyou"?

Her:"unfortunatelyonce"



Me:"andwhenwasthat"?

Her:"thedayIsignedoverthedeal,beforehewentto

PEabouttwomonthsago"

Soebanjwanjeushiyeibusiness-hookeryakhe

ilindeleacouplemorerounds?Whatthen,makeshim

differentfromher?Ifhecansleepwithherfor

business,howmanyotherwomanhavefallenforhim

forthatsamereason?

Me:"didyouuseprotection"?

Her:"yes,lookI'msorry.Ididn'tintendtowreckyour

marriage"

Me:"don'tapologizetome,apologizetohimfor

becauseofhisinabilitytocontrolhisappetite...he's

abouttoloosemorethanwhatthatfifteenbillion

caneverbuy"

Her:"MrsNtabeniplea-"

Me:"enjoyyourmiserablelifeNomsa"



Ihungup,gotdressedngezampahlabendiz'phethe

forchangingthenIlefthimsleeping.Healsoneeded

therest,aftereverythingthatjusthappenedhis

stresslevelsmustbehigh.
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Iwenttopayfortheroomandhislunchincasehe

wakesuphungrythenItoldthemtotakeittothe

roomavukeikhonathenItookhiscaranddrove

myselftotheairport.IsawhisjetlandingjustasI

parked,Itookallmythingsincludingthenine

briefcasesIhadretrievedfromtheclubandheaded

towardsthejet.Hisentireentouragefromallover

SouthAfricawasexitingthejetingathizimbovane

ezimnyamazphumaunderarock,Igotinwithout

sayingawordndabekakakuhlethebriefcasesand

wenttogetmyselfaglassofsweetredwine.WhenI

turnedaround,Marcuswasexitingthebathroom

wothukawezakum.WehuggedbrieflythenIsat

down



Him:"what'sgoingon"?

Me:"erh...nothing"

Him:"what'swiththebriefcases?Whosearethey"?

Me:"they'remine,we'rehavingtroublewiththe

boutique'sbankaccount"

Him:"oh,where'syourhusband?I'vebeentryingto

reachy'allwithoutanysuccess"

Me:"he'sprobablyaround,trycallingRanger.Last

timeIsawthemtheyweretogether"

Him:"mmright,kisstheyoungkingsforme"

Me:"willdo.Bye"

Hekissedmycheekandleft,Moclosethejetup

wand'jongaquizzically.

Me:"PortElizabethplssirpilot"

Him:"yesma'am"



WhenwelandedIaskedMotowaitforFatima

uzamsaeMontikumama,IcalledBulletazond'thatha

eairportthenonmygothomeIcalledmymother

inlaw...

Her:"hello,makoti"?

Me:"hellomama,unjani"

Her:"siyaphilamntanam,unjaniwena"?

Me:"ndiyaphilama,uMongeziuzaw'zisausisFatima

namhlanjetohelpyououtaroundthehouseand

withthekids"

Her:"ooh,uzaw'zanamawele"?

Me:"ha.amama,we'regoingawayforawhileqha

andfuniagodukemidmonthayohlalaeRhawutini

engenamali"

Her:"oohokaymntanam,hee,umyenakhooko

bendimfounelaizolondibonalandluyakheiseKapa

ezindabeniisitsha.Qhaakhangendimfumane"



Me:"ooh,ezindabeni"?

Her:"eweibonwengabantwana,ngokunamhlanje

ek'senikubikwaomnyeumliloeRhaw'tini.Kwidilesi

ebiziweyouthiuOwentandoikwayindlukayise"

Me:"tjoakhangeatshokemama,butI'lltellhimto

callyouwhenhegetsachance"

Her:"okaykemntanam,undphuzeleaphowethu"

Me:"willdomama"

WhenwegottomyhouseItoldsisFatstopackuya

eMontithenIdrovetothebusinessbuildingjustto

properlyleavepeopleincharge.OnmywayhomeI

gotacallfromLwandiso...

Me:"babe"

Him:"Hey,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodSosounjaniwena"?

Him:"haywethuandizazi,mamelaneh,Ineedyouto

packforyouandthekids.AskMototakeyouto



Jo'burgmydad'sPJwilltakeyoufromthere"

Ikeptquiet

Itwasclearevenfromhisvoicethatheknewwhat

hadgonedown.Luke.Yep,onlyLukecouldhave

calledhim.

Him:"areyoulisteningtome"?

Me:"Luketoldyou"?

Him:"yes,andIknowyouprobablydon'twannatalk

aboutit,Idon'twannatalkaboutittoo.Wellfornow,

so...JustdoasItellyoumanndityaixeshalamlo

lalafuthiapha"

Me:"mmkay,sowhat'sthetimeframeforthis

traveling"?

Him:"erh,youmustbeinJo'burgatfive.I'vespoketo

myniggaalreadyohandpleasemakesureyou

removeyourbatteryandsimfromallyourphones"

Me:"okay,thankyou"



Him:"andpleasepackwarmerclothes,it'squitechilly

thisside"

Me:"sure"

Him:"seeyoutomorrowthen"

Me:"yhu,we'llthetravelingthroughtheentirenight

kanti"?

Him:"yep"

...

WhenIgothomeFatimawasalmostready,thank

GodmykidswerebathedalreadyIjustchangedtheir

clothes.Icalledthelocksmithtochangeallmylocks

andelectricalentrancecodesformeandsamlinda

wagqiba.Whilewaiting,Ihideightofthebriefcases

inthebasementthenItookone.We'regonnaneed

moneyaphosiyakhonaandwe'regonnaspend

daddy'smoneycozwedon'thavemoney.Ourmoney

isforfuturepurposes,heworkshardformoneyso

wespendhishard-earnedmoneyandwesaveour

ownmoney.Weworematchingbrowncordroy



pants,brownbootsandbeigehoodiesthenIcalled

Bulletagaintocomefetchallofus.

Thedrivetotheairportwasjusttooquiet,Igave

FatimaR500pocketmoneyjustincasesheneeds

anythingwhileinEastLondonbeforepayday.We

boardedtogetherthenwedroppedheroff,nowwe

wentuptoJo'burganditwasto-fourmeaningwe

stillhadanhourbeforeourhike

OncewelandedIledmybabiestoSpurforalilchow

beforewecrosstheboarders

Uba:"mamam"

Me:"babywam"

Uba:"afunitatamma"

Uve:"mamathath'phoneyakhoafunithethanotata

Uba"

Me:"yourdaddyhasnophones,mommysmashed

them"



Uba:"sambekesiyekuye"

:othenIcalledMarcus..

Him:"Trina"

Uh-oh,Hewasupset

EitherheheardaboutNtandoorheheardthatI'm

theonewhodestroyedtheproperties...

Me:"erhm...howfarareyoufromtaBeast"?

Him:"he'srighthere"

Me:"canyouplsuhm,lendhimyourphone?Iwanna

haveaquickwordwithhim"

Iheardinthebackgroundthephoneexchanging

hands...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"niphi"?



Him:"we'reinPretoria,why"?

Me:"we'reatSpurandwe'releavinginanhour,if

you'renotbusy,pleasecomeanduhm...seeyour

sonsoff"

Him:"okay"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandweordered...

Uve:"mamammani"

Me:"uyezaudaddywakhokalokbaby"

Uba:"nyhani"?

Me:"nyhani,eatyourfood"

Weateinsilencebezidlalela,IdecidedtocallKabelo

shame.Justforaheadsup..

KB:"Hey"



Me:"hey,how'reyou"?

KB:"I'vebeenworriedsickaboutyou,unjani?Ukuphi?

Kwenzakaleniatyourhouse"?

Me:"I'mokay,relax"

Him:"okaywhereareyounow"?

Me:"I'mattheairpor-"

KB:"I'mcoming"

Me:"ratherdon't,myhusbandisonhisway.He'lljust

gobeserkifheseesyouhere"

KB:"Iunderstand"

Me:"look,I'llcallyouwhenI'velandedbutrelaxI'm

fine.Okay"

KB:"okay...JustbesafeTrinaplease.Besafe"

Me:"I'llbesafeKB.Andthankyou,foreverything"

KB:"alrightke,I'llawaitforyourcall"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup



ThirtyminutesbeforeourflightIsawoneblackcar

parkingsabesesiphumanathikwaSpur,wellImust

sayIwasgladthathecamealone.Uvesawhimfirst

andletlooseofmyhandrunningtohisfather,Uba

didthesameIwasleftaloneinthemiddleofthe

parkingareajustwatchingthembeingscoopedup

bytheirfather.Theywalkedtowardsme,laughing

joyfully...

Him:"hey"

Me:"wehavelessthantwentyminutes,useitwisely

andspenditwiththem.I'llgiveyousomespace"

Iturnedtowalkaway...

Him:"babypleasedon't..."

Me:"don'twhat"?

Him:"don'twalkawayplease,canwejustfindaplace

tositdownandtalk"?



Me:"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou,butforthesakeof

yourkidswecangotoyourcar"

Him:"thankyou"

Heledthewaytohiscarandgotinatthebackwith

thekids,Ijoinedtheminsilenceandjustkeptmy

peaceashiskidsconversedwithhim

Him:"I'msorryLuthando"

IjusttookmyphoneandtextedKeri...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"S'bongile"

Him:"okayS'bo-,nd'celauxolobabe.IknowI'vehurt

youcountlesstimes,andIknowyouprobablyhate

merightnowandIdon'tblameyou.Kodwa

mamakheplease,pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme"



Me:"nana,kissdaddysesizohamba"

Uve:"comedaddy"

Him:"babyndiyakucelaoyhiniMamzangwa,IknowI

loveyouwithmyentirelife.MaybeIhaven'treally

shownyouthat,andyesIknowIdon'tdeserveyou,I

don'tdeserveyourloveorloyaltyanymorekodwa

babepleasedon'tleaveme.Youcangotoa

vacationbabyjusttogetachancetothinkthings

overI'llpayforitnobaiphi,aslongasyouwillcome

backtome.Tous,toourfamily"

Me:"tenminutesleft"

Justthen,theTitusprivatejetlanded...Irecieveda

textaskingmywhereabouts.Goodthingthejet

wasn'tlabelledsoNtandowouldhavetoguessor

research,especiallysinceitlookedbrandnew.

Him:"Luthandondiyakuthanda"

Me:"sometimesloveaintenough,andthat'sour

case"



Him:"pleasedon'tsaythat.Don'tgiveuponme,on

ourmarriageLu"

Me:"weuhm...Wehavetogonow,ourhikeishere"

Him:"Luplease.."

Igotoutofthecar,hedidtoonabantwanabakhe.We

walkedtowardsthejetandstoodattheentrance

whilehekissedhissonsthenheletthemgo.I

watchedthemgoupthestairsinsidethePJthenI

lookedattheirfather

Him:"Iloveyou,andwhenI'mdonefixingthese

thingsherendizobuyasowecanfixourmarriage"

Me:"workwillalwayscomefirstkuweneh?"

Him:"peoplelosttheirjobs...Ihavetodealwiththat"

Me:"hm,andyou'reonthevergeofloosingmorethan

that.But,goodluckwiththefixing..."

HelookedbehindmeatthejetIknewhewantedto



askqhaakanasbindi.Itookastepforwardand

kissedhislips...thenmovedback

Me:"justbesafepleaseandgoodluckneh"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Iturnedandwalkedintothejet,thedoorclosedand

wetookofftoPortugal.
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Thejettookoff,Ntandomusthaveboughtanew

phonengokubend'sayeeBhayiandmadeasim

swapcozhethensentamessage:

"babywamnd'celauxolongentoyonkeespecially

thecheatingpart,nokubandingazamangeyiphi

indlelaitisstillinexcusableIdon'tknowwhereto

beginndlelaleilihlwilingayointliziyoyamandIdo

realiseandacknowledgethatndikumoshile

ndakuhlukumezangokwentliziyo,psychologically

nasemphefumlwenimaKhwalongokukunzima



andiyazinokubandiqalengaphitoshowremorse.

NdiyakucelamfaziwasemaQocweniundixolele,ewe

IknowIdon'tdeserveyourforgivenessbut

ndiyakucelasthandwasamuzameujongadeepinto

yourheartandfindthisforgivenessI'maskingfor.I

knowitwon'tbeeasy,it'snoteasyforme

kubek'selaphikuwe?Mamakhendiyakuthanda

andixoki,andidlali,andikuqhathindikuthanda

ngentliziyoyamyonke.Ineedyou,Ican'taffordto

looseyoubutIwillunderstandifyouwanttimeto

think,Iwon'tpushbutIwantyoutoknowthatyou

aretheonlywomanforme.Please,evenifyouwere

consideringit..pleaseLudon'tleave.Uzobuyathen

we'llfixthis,Ipromiseyouwewillfixitjustlike

everythingelsewe'vebeenthrough.Iloveyou

mamakhe,Ireallydo.Besafe,andprayforme.Pray

forus"

:(

Textsentmebawling...

AtfirstIhardenedmyheartbutasIwasfinishingitI

couldn'tholdmytears.Uyozeuhlalenomntu

iminyakauthethelaintoenyeabengathiuyeva



aphindeolibalakwakhoenzethesamething

ubumnqandakuyo.Whenyoureachthebreaking

pointandsnap,umntukubengonaaz'bonayoba

eberongo.Kungonaay'bonayoivalueyakhoebomini

bakhe...

Inoticedthatmyyoungkingswerepainfullylooking

atmeasiftheyweregonnahelpmecrysoIquickly

wipedmytearsandrespondedtothetext

"plstrytocallyourmom,she'sworriedaboutyouand

shewasaskingyourwhereabouts"

ThenItookmysonsontomylapandcraddledthem

Uve:"mama"

Me:"mh"?

Uve:"yalilawena?Utheni"?

Uba:"bethiw'utatammamam"?

Me:"ha.amntanamandililimnaandand'bethwenga



ngutatakho"

Uve:"uphumileiinyembezielehlweniwenamama"

Uba:"xolomamaevha"?

Uve:"izamamamahugyou"

_̂̂

WhenwelandedIdisconnectedmyphoneyazi

pieces,Sosowasalreadytherewaitingforusthen

weleftforhisapartment.Hemixedwarmwaterfor

meandthekidstofreshenupthenwhenwewere

donewewenttothelounge,hebroughtusfood

Him:"beforeanythingelse,letusunderstandthat

UncleSosomadethismealright?Good.Soplssave

yournastycommentsforlater"

Me:"eshe"

Uba:"mamaban'lo"?

Me:"mbuzemntanam"



Uve:"u'baniwena"?

Soso:"heee,youguysgrewupsofast?Nowyoudon't

knowme"

Uba:"banigamayakhokalok"

UveliletookagoodlookatLwandiso,smiledand

lookedatme

Uve:"Soso"?

Soso:"andthenthelightbulbwenton"

Uba:"Soso"

Soso:"haykalokuithaniuncleSoso"

Uba:"ha.aawuunclewena"

Uve:"mamaafun'tancima"

Uba:"ha.amamaafun'Sish'lema,Sosowamaziu

Sish'le"?

Soso:"heee,what'swrongwiththesekids"?

Uba:"ya'king"

Soso:"huh"?



Uve:"ithiya'king"

Lwandisolookedatmeconfused...

Me:"theywannabecalledYoungKings,zintoz'ka

Sihlewethu"

Soso:"mnkmnk,andthenxabengafuniukuthiuncle

Sosokuthwani"?

Uve:"Soso"

Me:"ngumalumendoda"

Uve:"mamauthindoda"

Uba:"tatamuthindodakum"

Soso:"avukaamarhamncwaePortugal

Nkos'enofefe"

Me:"don'tstart,pls"

Aftereating,hetookustoourroomsayolalaashe

leftforwork.Thekidswerewornout,theminutewe



hitthebedtheyjustzonedoutandthereIwas...just

watchingthem.Theysodamnremindedmeoftheir

father.Yesthey'reidenticaltwinsbutUvetookalot

fromhisfathermaybethat'swhybethandana

kangakacozUvelilecanbequitemoodywhenalot

oftimehaspassedengakhangeamboneorathethe

withhisdad,hedoesn'tlookonebitlikemeatleast

hisbrothertookmylipsandearsbutkuyafananje

everythingelseyekatatabothoughtheybothtook

mycomplexion.Ikissed'embothastheysoftly

snored,Uvefrownedinhissleep

Me:"Iwonderyiattitudeoy'thathakuban'lenayoung

king"

Icoveredthemandjustlayonmybackthinking...

NowthatI'vecooleddownIgottothinkaboutlento

ndiy'shiyendiyenzilekulaSouthAfrica:oIrealized

thatIdestroyedtheoutcomesofhishardworkof

manyyears.Iwasstartingtofeelguiltyandbad

aboutthefirebutthenIrealizedthatmyheartis



worthmore,atleasthehasmoneytorebuildthe

apartment,house,flatandclub(itneededupgrading

anyway)asinothethangemotoke.Yibreakfastkuye

leyo.I'mworthmuchmorethanthat,IknowIamand

hehadtofindhimselfakheazihlalisephantsi

azibuzenayebaishereallyworthhavingme?Our

family?Myheartisworthmuchmore,muchmuch

more.

I'dbelyingifIsaidIdidn'tmisshimthough:'(I

missedhimsomuchithurtsobad.ItfeltlikeIhadn't

seenhiminages:(andkengokuevenifIwantedto,I

couldn'tcallhimcozSosoleftwithmyphones.Ijust

laytherereminiscing,weepingsilently,tearsescaping

myeyesandfindinghidingplacesinmyearsand

eventuallypillows...

Loveissweetandenjoyablebutwhenithurts,it

hurtsmorethanhellfire.

Thattext...inthattextNtandoremindedmethatI've

relaxedquitealot,Ihaven'tprayedinalongtimebut

ndavuselelawhenhewasarrestedafterthat

ndaphindandayeka.Iknowheprays,butforhimto

askmetoprayforuskindasaidalottome.



-

Ithadbeenexactlysixdayssincemywifeleft,Isatin

mycarforwhatseemedlikeeternity,Ihadwatched

herleave.Iwatchedhergetintothatjetwithouteven

tryingtostopher,withoutevenfightingforher.I

didn'tbegenoughandnowhereIwasmoping

around...MyphonewasringingnonstopbutIhad

nothingtosaytonoone.Luthandohasleft,yintoni

engenyenow?Whatelsecouldbeimportant?

Iwokeupanddrovetotheairport,maybehopingto

bumpontoherbutwithnoluck.Afteracoupleof

hoursinthatairportparkingareaIjustdrovemycar

outofthatplace,Ididn'treallyknowwhereIwas

goingbutIwasdriving.SomewhereIfoundafuel

stationandstoppedtofillupmycar,thenIwent

insidethefreshstopandboughtmyselfwaterand

twocansofPlayenergydrinkthenIwentbacktothe

car.ItookmyphoneanddialedLu'sbusiness

phone,cozebend'phonelekuyolasttimewespoke...



"you'vereachedMrsNtabeni,plscallmyofficeorif

it'surgentcallmypersonalphonethankyou"

Iwasn'tabouttocallherofficend'thetheno

Libhongotu,nottodayofalldays.Ijustwantedto

hearhervoice,evenifthepersonalphonewent

straighttovoicemailIknewI'dlistentoituntilthe

beepattheendjusttohearhervoice.

Idialedherpersonalphone...

"Teehere..plsleaveyournameandnumberI'llget

backtoyou"

-beep-

Me:"babypleasenehkuyoyonkeintoeyenzekayoin

yourmindandinyourheart,justconsiderthefact

thatndiyak'thanda.Mamzangwa,Khwalo,Ncuthu

mfaziwooJojoZ'khaliB'tsolobentonga..."

Ndavelandanes'gqukru.IknowI'vekilledmany

timeswithoutmercy,infactI'vedonealotofthings

withoutconsideringtheotherperson'sfeelingsnor



theconsequencesofwhateverthatmaybe.Butthis?

Thiswashard,thiswasmorepainfulthananystabor

bulletwoundI'veeverhadtonurse.Everseenaman

holdinghistears,inthemiddleoftheroadto

nowhere?

"...Baby...Pleasecomehome.I'mnot

rebuilding,buyingorfixinganythinguntilwefixus.

Pleasecomehome,I'llwaitforyouendlini.Your

housephof',leiseBhayi.I'llwaitforyouthere"

IhungupandputonCaiphusSemenyaontheaudio

playerndaphephetheka,stoppingonceortwiceto

eitherrefillupthetankorchecktyres.Ijustdrove

throughthenightanddroveonuntilIstoppede

gate'iniekhaya,ndothukakancincicozitwasn'tmy

intentiontocomehere.Ndizophendulandithini

kumama?KooSino?AsIwasthinkingofrevvingthe

carandmaybeturnback,thegateopenedandthere

stoodmymotherwithawelcomingsmile.ButasI

drovein,towardsherIsawaglintofworryinher



eyesasifsheknowssomethingalready.
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Iparkedandgotoutofthecar,shecametohugme

thenwewentinside.Ithrewmybodyonthecouch

feelingtheweightonmyshoulders,shecamewith

twomuffinsandstrongblackcoffeewaz'beka

phamb'kwam.Asshesatontheothercouch,ifa

manfeelsinimbathenImostcertainlyfeltinimba

yakhejustngokumjonganje.Hereyeswerefilled

witheitherworryorpain...andthistimearound,there

wasnothingIcoulddoaboutit.Ionmyownwas

defeated,inmyownrace,owngame,ownhome.I

defeatedmyself.Iletdownmyself,mywife...

Her:"ityandoda,I'llrunyouabathuvaseulale.You

looktired"

Me:"I'mnothungrymakhulu,butthankyou.Baph'

abantwana"?

Her:"bases'kolweni"



Me:"ohokay,andihlelangandicingangokuyaeBhayi"

Her:"akhongxaki,butfirsteat,bathandrest.Luthando

won'tbehappyseeingyoulikethis"

Me:"makhuluandila-"

Her:"I'llrunyouabath,ndbuyeugqibileuphunga"

Thenshedisappearedtomyroomonthewestwing

ofthemansion.Idon'trememberthatlasttimeIate

anythingbesidesdrinkingtheseenergyboostersand

water,Iknewverywellthatmystomachwillreactbut

Ihadtoeatjustsoshewillfindpeace.WhenIwas

doneItookthetraytothekitchenandwenttomy

roomndafikaxaephuma,shehadreallyfilledthe

bath,laymyPJsandgownonthebedthen

wand'shiya.Ilockedthebathroomdoor,undressed

andgotinthewarmscentedbubbles..thisis

somethingLuenjoysthemost.Irememberedasking

herwhywastewaterbyfillingupabathinsteadof

justshoweringforfiveminutesandshejustsaid:

youshouldtryitsometime,thoseknotsonyour

shouldersandbackwouldmeltlikebutteronhot



bread.

Inevertookitseriouslyuntilnow,Icouldfeelmy

bodyrelaxing,slowlyIfeltthetensionminimising.I

tookmyphone,wentthroughourpicturesandmini

videos.Evenmywallpaper/screensaverwasher,Dp

onallsocialmediaplatformswasherandon

some,withthekids.Somehoweverythinginthis

phonescreamedhername,Iexhaledandcheckedon

heragain,stillvoicemail...

Me:"heyuhmm...ndiyanikhumbulamamakhe.Plscall

mewhenyougetthis"

Ifinishedbathing,drainedthewaterandwenttobed.

IcheckedthedrawersandfoundPanadocapsulesI

druggedmyselfwiththeunhealthyfour,hoping

maybewhenIwakeupthiswillallbeadream.I

closedthecurtainsndalala...

Ihadnightmaresemini...

Ihadtofindmywife,evenseeinglifewithoutherina



dreamwasscary.Ididn'tcareaboutthebillionsI

lostorthebillionsIwasabouttousetorebuildthe

destroyedproperties...Ijustwantedmywifeback.

Myfamilyback.Eventhatfifteenbil'contractwasn't

worthlosingallofthis.

I'musedtobeingawayfromhomeformonthsand

notfeellikethis,butithasbeenjustaweek.Onesad

longweekandImissedthemlikecrazy,Ieven

missedourcrazyfights,whenatonetimeshe

'mistakenly'pushedmeoffthebed.I'ddoanything

tohaveallofthat,rightnow.Justtoseehertrying

hardtoprovokeme,takeherupintomyarms,sniffat

herhair,smellherperfume,kissherneck,kissher

lips,kissherforehead...makereallovetoher!I'dkill

justtohaveachancetodoallofthatagain...

-

WhenLukecalled,Landilehadtoldmewhathad

occuredinCapeTownsoIknewverywellthatTee

wasbehindit.ThefiresImean.Iwasangry,boiling

madattaBeastforcheatingonherbutdeepdownI

wasn'tshocked.Myownfatherhasnoproblem

leavingmomathomeayeemankazanenitoapoint



thatshestoppedalongtimeagocallinghimtoorder

aboutit.Hell,Iknewsomeofthesewomenbecause

ofhowclosemydadandIare.

IwasawareofhowmuchTeelovedher

husband,howeasilysheforgiveshim...henceItook

everyphoneinthehouseandhidit.Iwantedherto

healproperly,withoutfeelingpressurizedorguilty.

Sheneededtimetoreallylookatherlife,currently

andfuturewiseaboneukubawhereexactlyisshe

going,ishe(TaBeast)partandparcelofthisjourney

orishejustadistraction?Thesadpartinallofthis

wasthekids...Itookjustonelookatthemandknew

umntakamalumeisgonnahaveadifficulttimenot

tothinkabouthim.Theresemblancewasjusttoo

much,Iwasalreadyhavingdifficultiesseperating

andidentifyingwho'swhobetweenthetwo.

WhenIgothome,shewasupandcooking:D

Me:"heyhey"

Her:"heyyourself"

Me:"youknowyou'reonvacation,right"?



Her:"inobasendisehotelungatshonje?WheredoI

order,ndilambile"

Me:"eshe.Sa-kha-zimyobubhanxa"

Her:"youknowyoumissedmycooking"

Me:"hah,kantiegoiscontagious?wherearemy

nephews"?

Her:"balele"

Me:"haibo,okobebelele?Aretheyokay?Ihope

they'renotthesicklytypeegulayoxaingekho

kowayokeplz"

Her:"theyarenotusedtotravelingsuchlong

distanceskalokubuttheywokeupthreehoursago

batyathentheysleptagain"

Me:"ooh,sowhatarewecooking"?

Her:"youaintcookingnun,plspourmeaglassofred

winethefoodwillbereadyinfiveminutes"

Me:"yesma'am"

Ipouredherthewine,wenttofreshenupthenwent



tocheckonthekids.Theywerecuddledup

together,socute.Onmywaytothelounge,thebig

guycalled...

Me:"taBeast"

Him:"Titus,ugrand"?

Icouldheartheguywasmessedup,nowIgotabit

worried...

Me:"ndigrandgrootman,youdon'tsoundtoogood.

What'sup"?

Him:"I'mcoolmyman,I'dliketoknowhaveyou

spokentomywifelately"?

Teemusthaveguesseditjudgingbythewayshe

lookedatme,shewasalreadyeatinginthelounge.I

tookmyfoodandjoinedher..



Me:"howlateislately"?

Him:"inthispastweek"

Me:"ha.agrootman"

Him:"usure"?

Me:"ndisuregrootman,what'sgoingontaBeast"?

Him:"Iuhm..Iwaskindahopingyou'dhavespoken

withher"

Me:"haveyoutriedcallingher?Whenlastdidyoutalk

toher"?

Him:"aboutaweekago,I'vebeentryingtocallherbut

allherphonesareoff"

Me:"didyouguysfight"?

Him:"somethinglikethat,it'scoolI'lltrysomeofher

siblings"

Me:"that'sagoodidea,namndizomzama"

Him:"shap"

Me:"shogrootman"



Hehungup

Iputmyphoneasideanddugin,mycousinsister

cookedusameanpapandredmeatplustendered

veggiesstew.Iwashopingshe'daskmeaboutthe

call...Butshedidn't,shejustcontinuedeatingand

herprimaryfocuswastherealityshowplayingon

thatbigscreenTVinfrontofus

:/

Me:"thatwasyourhusband"

Her:"Iknow"

Me:"hedoesn'tsoundtoogoodmntase"

Her:"he'snotsupposedto"

Me:"doyouwannamaybecallhim?Justtotellhim

you'resafe"?

Her:"ugrandmntase"?

Me:"heh,whatdoyoumeanndigrand?Ndiright

fondin"

Her:"oooh,Iwasbeginingtothinkungenweyi

influenzavirus"



Me:"what?DoIlooksick?Whatarethesymptoms"?

Her:"ukuthethauapha-naphayaisoneofthe

symptomsmntase"

Ijustburstintolaughter

Me:"yazusile...Butonaseriousnote

mntasekhaya,tellmewhatreallywentdownbetween

thetwoofyou"

Shenarratedeverything,detailtotheTandIcould

seeshewasstillhurting.

Me:"so...willyoudivorcehim?Wellthat'swhathe

deserves,uthathenabantwanaintofullcustodyon

topofthat"

Her:"noIwon't"

Me:"youwon't?Afteryonkelentougqiboy'balisa?

Youwon't?Trinadoyouwannadieyoung"?

Her:"IknowI'dbemiserablemyentirelifeifI



divorcedhimSosobro"

Me:"you'rescaredbecauseofthat"amagintsa

awalahlwa"BS?I'dprotectyoufromhimthough"

Her:"thankyou,butno.And'moyikiuNtandoSosoand

Icanmostcertainlyhandlehim.Withoutanally"

Me:"thenwhycan'tyoujustdivorcehimandmove

onwithyourlifenabantwanabakho?Here'safresh

start"

Her:"becauseIstilllovehimokay?YesImaysound

stupidrightnowbutIdon'treallycarebecauseI

knowhelovesmeasmuchandmorethanIever

couldlovehim.Yeshecheatedmorethanonce,I

don'tknowwhyokay?ButasmuchasI'mhurting,I

can'tignorethefactthatI'msodamndeeplyinlove

withmyhusband"

Me:"haysana,ay'ngangamxainje!Ifuna

inkunz'ebhokhweemnyamanesangomasase

Swazini"

Shejustdownedherwine.
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AfterthreeweeksinPortugalLwandisodecidedto

givememyphonesback,Ispenthalfthatday

listeningtoNtando'scriesandplea's.Mxm.I

respondedtomyemailsthencalledMarcus..hehad

lefttonsofmessages.Asexpected...

Him:"Hello"

Me:"hey,hoegaandit"?

Him:"lek-wag,Trina"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"waarisjy?Ekhetjougebelhoekomhetjynie

jouphoneantwoordie?Waarisdiekinders?Wathet

gebeur?Waar-?"

Me:"MarcI'mokay,relax"

Him:"relax?Trinait'sbeenamonthwithoutaword

fromyou!Keriwantstoreportyoumissingfor

heavenssake"



Me:"it'sonlybeenthreeweeks"

Him:"jeerrTrina!Okayokay,whereareyounow"?

Me:"that'snotimportant,Ijustwantedyoutoknow

I'msafe.That'sall"

Him:"I'mcomingtofetchyou"

Me:"haikengok,byebye"

Him:"hm"

IhungupanddialedKericozIknewNtandowould

nevercallEve,uzaw'qaleambuzebabekuthenik'qale

ukuzeangandazibandiphi..

Keri:"hello"?

Me:"Keri,itsme"

Keri:"Trinahey,wherehaveyoubeen"?

Me:"I'moutofthecountry,Ijustwantedtoletyou

knowI'mokay.There'snoneedtoreportme

missing"



Keri:"okay,you'reokaywhere?Wherearethekids?

Whydidyouleaveyourhome?Whathappened?Why

doesn'tyourhusbandknowyourwhereabouts"?

Me:"...Idon'tknowbutIdidtellhimthatwe'regoing

onvacation"

Keri:"vacation?Atthemiddleofthemonth"?

Me:"Ihavetogonow,I'llcallyouagaintomorrow

evening"

Keri:"TrinaliqueSmithwhereareyou"?

Me:"IamonvacationKeri,Ijusttoldyou"

Keri:"onvacationwhereTrina"?

Me:"hahahaibo,whyamIunderinterrogation?AmI

notsupposedtohaveabreak"?

Keri:"whydoesn'tyourhusbandknowthen"?

Me:"heknows,trustme"

Keri:"Ihopeyou'renotlyingtome"

Me:"whywouldIlietoyou"?

Keri:"Idon'tknow,somethingjustdoesn'taddupwith



y'all"

Me:"relaxbigsis,we'refine"

Keri:"Mmh,okay"

Me:"loveyoutoo"

Ihungupandlayonmybackwiththeboyseating

gummybearsnexttome,onegoodthingabout

thesephonecallsisthatmyphonewasuntraceable.

HavingbeeninanothercountryIgottochangemy

numberforawhileanduLwandisowenzeiimagics

zakhepha:p

Uve:"mamam"

Me:"myyoungking"

Uve:"Iloveyou"

Uba:"Iloveyounammamam"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomuchmybabies"

Uve:"afunitatam"

Me:"hahahayhobendiy'qondile,uzomcholaphi



utatakhontwanayam"?

Uve:"sambesiyekuyekalok"

Me:"Ubadoyoualsowannagotodaddy"?

Uba:"ha.azohlal'uSosoma"

Uve:"awufun'utatawenaUba"?

Uba:"ha.azohlalaneSosoyammaapha"

Uve:"angoSosowakholoUba,huSosowalaphane

mama"?

Me:"worryyamisthatweaintgoingtodaddy

anytimesoon,soUvelilemyson,youbetterget

comfortable"

Uve:"mamaafunitatamma"

Me:"urightkalokuUvelile"

Uve:"mamam"

Me:"Uvekhand'yekepls"

Hestartedcrying

Ubabalojustlookedatmewithconfusionwrittenall



overhisfacethenhecontinuedeatinghisgummy

bearshummingasofttune,Iwantedtolaughathow

ignoranthelookedathisbrother.ButUvelilecried

evenmore,heevenuppedhisvolumesanaumtana

kaNtando...

Sosocalled

Me:"uncleSoso"

Him:"hey,whatshouldIbr-wait,ukhalelaniumntana"?

Me:"ufunutatakhe"

Him:"mustbeUve"

Me:"oneandonly"

Him:"khamshushuzelekalokhe'sgonnageta

headache"

Me:"uyagezawethuLwandisolomntana,ubuzothini"?

Him:"IwantedtoaskwhatshouldIbringfordinner"?

Me:"uhm...nothing"

Him:"nothing?Areyousure"?



Me:"absolutely,justmakesureyoucomestraight

homeqhawena"

Him:"ohokay"

Me:"sharp"

Iwasabouttohangupwhenhespokeup

Him:"mntase.."

Me:"mh"?

Him:"Iknowyou'repro'llygonnaswearatmefor

this,butI'llsayitanyway"

Me:"I'mnotcallingNtando,justsoyouknow"

Him:"evenforUve"?

Me:"haySoso"

Him:"uselfish.Justsoyouknow"

Thenhehunguponme,Ithrewmyphoneonthe

otherendofthebedUvelilecrawledtoitandthrewit

onmyfacendothukandamjongahelookedatme



withhisbottomlipstickingout...

Me:"whyund'gibiselangephoneUvelileNtabeni"?

Uve:"xolomama"

Itookitandputitnexttomyhead,hetookitand

gaveittome

Me:"Uveno"

Uve:"mamamcalldaddy"

Me:"Idon'twantto"

Uve:"mamap'ease"

Me:"lalababy,uyozelawena"

Uve:"a.anamamaafunulalama,afunuthethane

tatam"

Uba:"silalemamam"

:vakulunganganankuumntana!

ItookthephoneanddialedNtando,putitonloud

speakerjustincaseUbabalomeltsnayeafunuthetha



notatakhe.

Him:"hello"

O.ookay...Ntandoneversays'hello'it'seitheruthi

'yah'orathi'thetha'sothis'hello'thingcaughtmeoff

gaurd.Ialmostansweredhim...

AndontopofthatHesounded:/sick?Idon't

know,buthedidn'tsoundlikethemanIknow...and

quitefrankly,love.

Him:"hello"?

Uve:"tatam?Tatamellow?Ubaathethautatamapha

ephone'iniyamamam"!

Theglowreturnedtohiseyesinstantly,hebecame

thebubblyyoungkingheusuallyis..

Him:"ndoda,heyunjani?UphiuUbabalo?Uph'

mamakhoyena"?

Watshowadlamnkanoyise...



Uve:"Ubacome"

Uba:"lelemaUbe"

Him:"heeesoyoudon'twannaspeaktoyourdaddy

Ubabalo"?

Uba:"Ubamissyoudaddy,uphiwenadaddy?"

Him:"Imissyouevenmoreyoungking,ndilaphakwa

makhulu.Uphiwenandizokuthatha"?

Uve:"abuyaniniwenatatam"?

Him:"I'mwaitingforyouguystocomebackwith

mommy,thenI'llcomehometoo"

Uba:"tatamasobuyathina"

OohgoodLord!Iheldmyteeth:otheyweregonna

tellhimwherewewere:(

Him:"thencomefetchdaddysingabuyisonkendoda"

Uve:"Ubayammatatamsobuyathina"

Him:"where'smommy"?

Uba:"hanku"

Him:"canyougiveherthephone"?



Ijustclosedmyeyes...

Ididn'twanttohearmoreofhisliesjustyet

Uve:"hayumama!JongaumamaYa'lalisaUba"

Uba:"umamamuleletatam"

Him:"it'sokay.WhenshewakesupnimxelelethatI

loveher,andI'msorry"

Uba:"Iloveyoudaddy"

Uve:"loveyoutatam"

Him:"loveyoutoosons"

Itookmyphoneandhungup.Ndabajonga.

Uve:"heewenamamamwa'lalisahokutatamafuna

uthethanawe"

Uba:"uth'tatamIloveyoukuwemamam"

Me:"okay"



Uba:"ith'Iloveyoutookutatamkalokmamamnawe"

Me:"Idon'twantto,nowletsgetdressedwe'regoing

outwithuncleSoso"

Uve:"mamam"

Me:"ha.aUveliledon'tstartwithmepls"

Uve:"uth'utatamIloveyoukuwenjemamam"

Me:"Iknow"

Uve:"am'phoneleandsayIloveyoutookuye"

Me:"and'funi,phakamandik'nxibise"

Uve:"afuninam"

Me:"ubumuncukebuyosulelamntanam,ungakulinge

ufuzeintoengakhiyo"

Hesulked

ItookouttheirclothesndanxibisauUbabalofirst

thenattemptedtodressUvewhojusttoyi-toyi'd

againstme.Ilefthimlikethatndanxibamna,Soso

returnedfromworkandUvewasstillinafoulmood.



Sosotriedplayingwithhim,was'kewasitshoisikhalo

esinzimasajongana

Him:"ohkay,uthenikengokuxaenje"?

Me:"uyagezaandodikwakwamndizombethamna"

Him:"utheniyoungKing"?

Uve:"funutatammaSoso"

Me:"uphambenekengoku"

Him:"khangeudeumfounisenaumntana"?

Me:"Idid,khanxibebros'hambeni"

Him:"uyalilanjeumntanandizonxibanjani?Uve

uthenindoda?Ubauthenumntanakokwenu"?

Me:"uUveuzayicuthaingqondoyakho

ibengangeyakheifyou'renotcareful"

SososatonthebedandtookUvetohislaplaying

hisheadonhischestuntilhewasquietbutnowhe

hadsomesortofhiccups



Him:"whatdidshedotoyouyoungking"?

Uba:"mamakambethangaSoso"

Him:"thenwhyareyoucryingVeve"?

Uve:"mamamkafunikuthiIloveyoukutatam"

Sosolookedatmewahleka,Ijustshookmyheadcoz

ItoldhimUvelilewillmakehismindassmallashis.

Him:"butboythat'snoneofyourbusinessnje,are

youreallycryingbecauseofthat"?

Uve:"mamamyenakafunuthethaephone'inini

netatam.Ya'lalisa"

Sosowaphelayintsini...

Me:"plsdresseachotherup,weareeatingout"

Uve:"mamam"

Me:"hayUvelilewethu"

Sosowaqhaqhathekayintsinionceagain,Iwasn't



abouttoentertainUveliletushame.Ileftforthe

kitchenandateanappleinwaitingforthemtofinish

upcozwewereabouttohitthetownredwith

daddy'smoney.
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Wegotdressedandleftthehouse,Ireallywantedus

tojusteatoutandhaveabitofabreather,most

importantlyIwantedmybabiestoexperienceabit

offreedom.Ididn'twantthemtofeellikeI'mtaking

outmyproblemsandstrainonthem,theywereused

tohavingfunandbeingoutdoorsespeciallywhen

daddy'saround.Onethingthatwasan

inconveniencekwaSosowasthebackground,there

wasnoplayground.Whichmadeitdifficultforthem

toplayoutside.Lwandisotookustosomechild

friendlyrestaurant,afterthatwewenttoplaygames

thenwhenthekidsweretiredofplayingwewent

backhome.Ituckedtheminbed,changedintoPJs

thenIwenttojoinuncleSosointheloungefora

nightcapwithaglassofwine.



Him:"theyseemedtobehavingfun"

Me:"theydid,buttheysuredomisshome.Ubabalo

keptonaskingmewhenarewegoinghome"

Him:"whatdidyoutellhim"?

Me:"Isaidsoon..."

Hedidn'tsayanything...Iknewtherewas

somethinggoingoninhismind

Me:"ImeanttothankyouyazSoso,enkosinyhani

ntwanayamforeverythingyouhavedoneforus"

Him:"don'tdothat,we'refamily.Andfamilysticks

together"

Me:"notallfamiliesdothat,especiallynotleyambut

youjustsohappentobedifferentfromthem"

Him:"phezakalokngoku"

Me:"onthatnote,Ithinkitstimewewentbackhome"



Him:"areyoureadytofacehim?Imean,Iknowyou

won'tbehereforeverbutIalsoknowyou'remost

welcometo"

Me:"thankyoumntasebutatsomepointIhaveto.I

can'tkeeprunningawaywhenthefiregetstoohot,I

didn'tsignupforallofthisbutIknewwhatIwas

gettingmyselfintowhenIsaidIdotohim.NowI

havetogobackandfacemyproblems,fixthemif

possible.Ifnot,thenI'llknowIhadtried,formyown

sanity"

Him:"eyonantoindenzelaiworrymorethananything

kubaumthandanyhanishame"

Me:"yousayitasifitsabadthingthough"

Him:"itis,uthandocannotbeonesided.Nguina-ethe

kaloklona"

Me:"Isee"

Him:"so...Nowthatyou'rethinkingofgoingbackto

him,what'syourstrategy"?

Me:"I'mnotexactlygoingtohim,he'sprobablyin



CapeTownbynowbutmnandiyaKumamakhe.I

havereporttoherasanelderezizintoazenzayobut

mostespeciallythatuyandibethathenwe'llseehow

thatgoes"

Him:"doyouthinkhe'lllistentoher"?

Me:"she'sprobablytheonlypersonhelistens

to,sincekenamndingamanyelwa"

Him:"khamxeleKuMarcmaanutaBeastTee"

Me:"yhuha.aangambulalabro.AnywayIthinkLuu

toldhimalready"

Him:"heycabaustrong'ouPolo,Lukecalledme

becausehedidn'twannacallMarcus.Wellthat's

whathetoldme"

Me:"yhuthanksGod"

Him:"niyamoyikaninaloBeastkantiI'mcertainthat

Marcwouldputhiminhisplace"

Me:"Iknowyou'resayingthisfromacaringplace

but,Idon'twannainvolvemysiblingsjustyet.I'lldeal

withNtandothewayIplanto.Ifudlulangapha

kwayothenI'llaskforhelpbutatleastguysallow



metotry.I'mhiswifeafterallandhisauntstoldme

thismarriagethingwon'tbeawalkinthepark.I

guessnowisthattimetheywerereferringto"

Him:"mmmkay"

Me:"sayit"

Him:"saywhat"?

Me:"lentouyithethayoinyourhead"

Him:"nope,Iwon't.You'reagrownwoman,youknow

whatyou'redoing"

DidI?Really?

AfterafewmoreglassesIwenttomyroom,turned

offthelightsandkissedmysons'cutelipsasthey

softlysnored.AsIlaytherethroughouthalfthenight

notfallingasleepIdecidedtocallNtando,hedidn't

soundtoogoodearlieronwhenhewastalkingtohis

sons.IjustwantedtoknowifIwasimaginingthings

ornyhaniIwasright...



Hisphonerangfourtimesandwentstraightto

voicemailsoIdialedagain,thistimeitrangtwiceand

heanswered..

Him:"mh"?

Okaywait,whenitsnightkuthiitsdaykubo:/right?

Orndimloubhidanisaitimezones?Whydoeshe

soundsleepy?

Him:"helowu"?

Me:"hi,unjani"?

Him:"ndigr-Luthando?yhobabyndcelaubuyetorho.

I'msorry.Iloveyou"

Me:"unjaniNtando"?

Him:"Imissyouandtheboys"

Me:"meaningugrandmos"

Him:"I'mnotgrandmamakhe,Luundcelauxolobaby.



IknowIhurtyoupleasecomehomesowecantalk

andfixus.PleaseI'mbeggingyou"

Me:"usureugrand?whyareyousleepingduringthe

day"?

Him:"I'mjusttiredmamakhe"

Me:"mmh,sure"

Him:"babyuzobuyamos"

Me:"atsomepointIhaveto,ohandIwantadivorce

sopleasetalktoyourlawyereverythingmustbe

readywhenIgethome"

Him:"Luthandondiyakucela"

Me:"ucelantoningokuNtando,idivorcelendikunika

yona"?

Him:"Imadeamadeamistakethatcostmemy

life,pleaseforgiveme.Babyndiyakuceladon'tgive

uponusjustyet"

Me:"youmadeamistakethatcostyouyourlife?No

Ntando,itwasn'tamistake.Yousleptwiththat

womanonyourrightminds.Itwasn'tamistakeat

all"



Him:"Ididn'tsleepwithherbaby"

Me:"whenwilltheliesstopNtando?I'vetriedmy

utmostbesttobearwithyoubutno,youjustkeepon

keepingon.Iaskedyouaquestionandyounever

answeredmesoI'llaskyouagain.AmInotenough

foryou"?

Him:"babyyouaremorethanenough"

Me:"thenwhyungoneli?Whydoyouenjoyhurting

mesomuch?Yetyoustillcallyourselfmyhusband?

Youstillmentionloveinthesamesentenceyou

mentionmyname...Kantiungumntuonjani"?

Hekeptquiet...

Ifelttearsinmyeyes...

Hottears,followedbyahugelump

Me:"ifyouaretiredofmethenwhydon'tyoujust

takemebacktomybrothers?Withmybusiness

profitsI'msureIcouldbeabletopayyouback

ilobolayakhoifyaphela"



Him:"babyI'msorry"

Me:"sorrydoesn'tcutitrightnow,kudala

ndikunyamezelehopingyou'llchangeatsomepoint

butyoujustkeepongoingbackwardswenzethe

samewrongthingsozaziyoziyasixabanisa"

Him:"Luthandondcelaundixolele,oyhininkosikazi

wam.NdcelaundixolelemaKhwalo,please"

Me:"stopapologizingforwhatyouknowyou'lldoall

overagain.Pleasejuststop,okay"

Him:"believemeI'velearntmylesson,Iwillnot.It

wasjustastupidmistakebabyanditwillnever

happenagain.Ipromise"

Me:"Chloewasastupidmistake,Chumaandher

assignmentswasalsoamistake,Nomsaapparently

isamistaketoo...Yhuwhyisitthatallyour

mistakeshappentobewomen?"

Him:"Luu"

Me:"doyouknowhowselfishyouare?Allthese

womenyousleepwith,I'msurebaninzithatIdon't

knowoffuphindeuzolalanamkuyoyonkelonto.You



areselfish,don'tyouknowofthesicknessesyou

couldinfectmewith?Thedeadlyinfections?Oryou

justdon'tcareaslongasyougetadealoutofa

shag"?

Hekeptquiet...

Nowwasdefinitelymytimeandopportunityto

speakoutyonkelentokudalaindityashameandI

knewverywellthatifIdon'ttellhimnow

kuzobanzimawhenweseeeachother,kantikeI

don'twantresentmentbetweenus...

Me:"whatbafflesmeinallofthisisthatinsteadof

beingremorsefulforwhatyou'vedone,youhavethe

nervetohitme?RhaNtandothataloneindenza

ndikonyanyeIdon'twannalietoyou"

Him:"Iamsorry,Idon'tknowwhatelsetosayorhow

elsetosayit.Ndcelaundixolelenyhani,Tellmewhat

todokebabyjusttomakeyoubelievemeIpromise

youI'lldoit.Anything"



Me:"filefordivorce"

Him:"yhohaikebabeandizokwaziukuyenzalonto"

Me:"whatexactlydidyoujustpromisemerightnow"?

Him:"haybabethat'snotpartofthepromise"

Me:"yousaidanything"

Him:"uphiLuthandosothatIcancomeandfetch

yousithethekakuhle"

Me:"Idon'tneedyoutofetchme,ndizizeleaphaandI

knowmywayback.JustdowhatI'maskingofyou

qhawena"

Him:"Iknowyou'reprobablytiredofmyapologies

butwhatyou'reaskingofme...Iwon'tbeabletodo

it,I'msorrybabe"

Me:"wenziwabubuselfishobuunabo,don'tmistake

itwithlove.Youdon'tknowthemeaningofthat

word,youdon'twannafilefordivorcebecauseyou

knowouttherethere'samanwho'llappreciateme

andtreatmeright,infactbetterthanyouhave"

Him:"ndcelaubuyekewe'lldiscussthisxaulapha

endlini"



Me:"kuphiendlini?CozI'mnotcomingtoCape

Town"

Him:"PE"

Me:"usePEwena"?

Him:"ha.aI'minEastLondon,Ithoughtnilaphaoko

ndinilindile"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"Iloveyou,Ireallydo.IknowIhaven'tshownyou

thatlately.ButIpromisetochange,I'llspendmoreif

mytimewithyouinPortElizabeth.Justgivemea

chanceplease.There'snotmuchIcandorightnow

cozanikhoukuzendizenzeezonto...Iknowkudala

ndaxolisabutinthissituationpleasegivemeone

lastchance.PleaseIcan'taffordtolooseyou,Ineed

youinmylife.Ireallydoneedyou,pleasebabydon't

giveupjustyet.We'vebeenthroughalottothrowall

ofthataway,Iknowmybabiesneedyou.Allofthem

butIneedyoumore,ImarriedyoubecauseIknew

youarethebestpersonforme.Iloveyou,babyI

reallydo.Iamsorryabouteverything.Ndcela

undixolelemaKhwalo.Ndiyakucelamamakhe.



Pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme"

Iwascryingkengoku...

Icouldn'tevenrespond,Ijusthungupndalala.Itwas

thebestthingIcoulddo,rightthatmoment.
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Aftertwomoreweekswedecidedtoreturnback

home,bothmykidswerereallymissinghomeand

theirdaddyIcouldn'tgivethatablindeyeanymore.

UncleSosocalledhisfatherforthePJwavuma,on

thesetdayhetookanothershiftfromworkjustso

hecanaccompanyustotheairport.Wehugged

intensely...

Him:"areyousureaboutthis"?

Me:"don'tworryyourselfaboutme,I'llcallyouonce

we'rehomesafe"

Him:"okayke,goodluck"



Me:"thankyou,nanasaybyebyetouncleSosokalok"

Uve:"byebyeSoso"

Uba:"byebyeSosowam"

Him:"youguysaresomethingelse,youstilldon't

wannasayuncleSosoevennow"?

Uve:"awuunclewena"

Him:"Irestmycase"

Wehuggedintenselyonceagainthenwedeparted,I

informedthepilotwe'regoingtoEastLondonand

notJo'burgthenwesleptthroughouttheentireflight.

Whenwelandedhegotusacabthenpaidforit:/

instructionsfromLwandiso.Thecabtookus

home,nyhaniwhenwegotoutofthecabNtando's

carwasinthefrontyard.Ithankedthecabdriver,

tookadeepbreathandwalkedinwiththesetwo

runningaheadofme.AsIwalkedintothekitchen,

theywerealreadyintheloungeIevenbumpedinto

theirfatherandimaziebesiyaphibutkwavelakoma

umqala.Ididn'tknowwhethertohughimasmy



bodywantedtofeelhisbodyandsmellhisperfume

ortojustwalkpasthimasifIdidn'tseehim.I

clearedmythroat,greetedandjustwalkedpasthim

totheloungewhereismomwas.Wehugged,she

wenttoprepareforusaroomtofreshenupsaya

nabantwanabamthenIputthemtobedtorestand

besides,theoldersiblingswereatschoolanyway.I

hadajetlagbutIdidn'ttrustmyselfintosleeping

whilsttheywereintheotherroomprobably

discussingme.AftermyshowerIworePJs,Igavein

tomytiredbodyandjoinedmysonsinbed,their

grannycametocheckinus

Her:"anilambangamakoti"?

Me:"sizotyawhenwewakeupmama,butthankyou"

Her:"okaykesisi"

Sheclosedthedoor,ItextedSosotellinghimwe

arrivedsafethenIdozedoff.Aboutthreehourslater

Iwokeup,washedmyfaceandcalledMichellefrom

LegalWise....



Her:"heyhey,itsbeenalongtime,howareyou"?

Me:"Iknowhey,butI'mgreatbabehowareyou"?

Her:"fantastic,whatcanIdoforyou"?

Me:"Ineedahugefavour"

Her:"ohkay"

Me:"Ineedfakedivorcepaperworkurgently"

Her:"alright,areyoustillusingthatoldemailaddress

"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"okaysowho'sexactlyfake-divorcingwhohere"?

Me:"...myhusband"

Her:"you'rethreateningyourhusbandwithdivorce?

Iseverythingokay"?

Me:"IjustneedhimtoprioritizeMich,I'mnot

threateninghim"

Her:"mmkay,plstextmeyournamesandeverything

elsethatyouhypotheticallywouldwantifyouwere



divorcingforreal"

Me:"alrightthanksalot"

Her:"you'rewelcomesweety,andgoodluckwith

everything"

Me:"thankyou"

Wehungup

IworeagownandslippersthenIwentdownstairs.I

neededhotrooibostea,mykidswillwakeuphungry

andIdidn'twanttousokolisaumakhulungabo.She

sawmefirstwancumaasshehandedmeacupof

exactlywhatIwantedalongwithchocchipcookies

thenwewenttothelounge.Hersonwasn't

there,thankgoodness.

Her:"youlooktiredmychild,tellmewhatisgoingon"?

Me:"wehadalongflightma"

Her:"youknowthatisnotwhatIamtalkingabout,

yourhusbandhasbeenhereforoveramonthnow



andakanazinobaniphi"

Isighed...

Me:"Ineededabreakfromhim"

Her:"whatdidhedotoyou"?

Me:"uNtandouyand'bethamama.Ebengaqali

ke,sesukondikrwitshasisekapa"

Her:"haibo,kusekuqalelephimntanam"?

Me:"firstlyherefusestogrow,forhimtobe

responsibleistoshoweruswithmoney.Ispend

monthsandmonthswithoutseeinghim,we'vegotten

usedtothatbutheseriouslydoesn'twanttogrow

up.Ufunaufananezachomizakhezingatshatanga

zinabantwanaalloverandwhenItalk,wefight"

Her:"heeethisisashockmntanam,henever

mentionedthesethingsyou'retellingmeokoelapha"

Me:"I'vecaughthimoutonhischeatingschemes

kaninzimamaandI'veforgivenhimbuthejust



doesn'tknowwhentostop.Idon'tknow

anymore,maybeI'mtheproblemherecozIcan't

reprimandandoldmanfromonethingtimeand

timeagain"

Shewasquite,Icouldseeumsindoinhereyes

Me:"I'mtiredmamaofholdingintosomethingthat

doesn'texist,yoursondoesn'tloveme.Idon'tdoubt

therewasapointwherehedid,butnowI'm

convincedthathe'sonlywithmebecauseofhiskids

orhe'safraidofwhatwillpeoplesaykantikemnaI

amfinealonewithmykids.Asozemama

ndinyamezeleuhlukunyezwaokoasifndancanywa

orndalahlwaekhaya"

Shecried...

Ihadnotearsanymore...

Iheardacarpullupfromthedriveway,shegotup



andpacedaroundtheroom.Thekidsranin,she

didn'tevenallowthemeloungeshedirectedthem

straighttotheirrooms.Ntandofollowed,ungenenje

eloungeandwaswelcomedyimpamafromhis

mother.Xaeqalaukothukakwangenaeyesibinithen

therewassilence...

IwasshakenIwon'tlie,Ididn'treallyexpectherto

hithim.Iknowumntanauyohlalaengumntana

kuninabutuqhwatywakwendodaendalaisnota

prettyscene.Shelookedathimwithdisgustand

anguish

Her:"uyabethangokuemfaziniNtando"?

Him:"ndcelauxolomakhulu"

Her:"ucelauxolo?UcelauxoloNtando?Fonela

unyokokaziumxelelemakazeapha.Uzaw'caca

eyonantooyiyonamhlanjemntanam.Xaukwazi

ubethaumfaziuzasixelelaaphouyibonekhonalonto

onjanjokusizakungombaubhadleungenangqondo

nje"

Him:"makhulu..."



Her:"ubandikhendafonangokwammntanam

ndakubizanoonyokolumebonkefuthibasixelele

eyonantobanifundisayonaesuthwiniyintonilento

uzakubayintoeyoyikwayongoku"

Hehadnochoicebuttocallhisauntunlesshe

wantedhisuncleshere,I'veneverseenumakhululike

this.She'salwayssweetandcalmbutnamhlanje

shewasfuming...

Him:"uthiuyeza"

Her:"good,nowsitdown.Akhontosizoyithethauntil

shegetshere"

Him:"makhulucanwetalkaboutthis?Ndcela

undixolelemaI'veapologizednakuLuthandoIswear

itsamistakeI'mnevermakeagain.There'snoneed

toinvolveumakazishe'lljustblowthisoutof

proportion"

Her:"youarepermittedtomakeamistakeonce.The

minuteyoucontinuewithitevenafterubhaqiwethen



itisnolongeramistake."

Heturnedtofaceme..

Him:"baby..."

Her:"myekengokundoda,uzuthiwhenwe'redone

withyouuphindeumbize"

Him:"kodwamakhulu,whydon'tyougivemea

chancetoexplainmyself"?

Her:"kodwamntanamIthinkIshouldmaketimeand

gobacktoDamelinbandinikeichangeyam,xa

ucingawenauzoqalangaphitoexplainubetha

umfazi?Orsleepingaroundwitheveryskirtyousee"?

Him:"mamait'snotlikethat"

Her:"okaykendoda,waitforyourauntandexplainto

her"

Hekeptquiet,burieshisheadbetweenhishandsas

wewaitedforumakazitopitch.



Umakaziyabangathiebelaphaecamkwendlu,thisis

thesamewomanwhotoldmetokeepmylanecoz

uyamaziuNtandouyawathandaamantombingokuya

ndandiyalwa.

Her:"molweni,kutheninakhedamasisi"?

Ma:"khawuhlalephantsiNoxolo"

Her:"Iwonder,Luthandokhandenzeleiteamntanam

"

Igotupfromthecouch

Her:"haibo,umakotiusanxibeimpahlazolala

elixesha"?

Ma:"iicookieszikwitopcupboardLuthando"

Iwenttomakethetea,withinafewminutesIheard



umakaziethukiselakwalandelaizithongazeempama.

WhenIwasdoneItooktheteatothemthenIleft

themndakhendayohlalaphandle.Theyneededtime

tospeakwiththeirsonwithoutmeintheroom,I

didn'twannahearNtando'sapologiesalloveragain.

Itookoutmyphonefromthepyjamapocketsand

textedMichelleourdetailsbutItoldherIdidn'twant

anythingbesidesmycarscozmyhouseain'tpartof

thedeal.Thiswasn'tpartofthedeal.Anywaythis

wasstillhypothetical.Right?

IcalledEve...

Her:"yhu!Wherehaveyoubeen?"

WellIguessnowthatIambackinthecountrycaller

IDrecognisesmyphonenumber.

Me:"heysis,howareyou"?

Her:"I'mmadatyou,whyhaven'tyoubeentakingour



calls?Wherehaveyoubeen?Ihaven'theardfrom

youeversinceIgotbackfrommyhoneymoon"

Me:"I'vebeenbusyfondini"

Her:"Busydoingwhatforsolong"?

Me:"IwasonvacationinPortugalDude"

Her:"youwenttoPortugalwithouttellingme?You're

cruel.IalsomissSoso"

Me:"thencallhim,tellhimthat"

Her:"mxm,I'mcomingtovisityounextmonth"

Me:"callfirst,I'minEastLondonandI'mnotsure

whenI'llbeinPortElizabeth"

Her:"alright,wherearemybabies"?

Me:"they'replayingwiththeirsiblingsinsidethe

house,I'msittinginthesun"

Her:"hahaImissyourfatassshame.Likeseriously"

Me:"ImightcometoJo'burgjusttocheckon

businesssoonerthanyournextmonth"

Her:"alrightthen"



Me:"loveyou"

Her:"loveyoumoresweety"

Ihungupandreturnedbackinside,therewasthis

uttersilenceintheroomIswearthetensionwasso

thickyoucouldcutthroughit.AsIwalkedinIstolea

lookatmyhusband,hiseyeswerebloodshot

red...maybehehasbeencrying.

Me:"Iuhm...I'llgocheckonthekids"

Ipracticallyranoutofthatloungemyheartbeating

faster,:(nowIwasworriedngobabe.Buthaysuka

tchin,hedeservedwhatevertheydidorsaidtohim.
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IsloweddownasIapproachedthekids

room,hearingtheirwarmlaughtermeltedmyheart.I

openedthedoorslowlyandquietly,Istoodtherejust



watchingthemlaughandtheyoungeroneswere

narratingourPortugaltriptotheirsiblings.Uve

noticedmeandsmiled

Him:"mamamngena"

SinojumpedfromthebedfollowedbyOwethey

cametohugme,Iwalkedinandjoinedthem

sancokola.

Owe:"mamadadhasbeenhereforso

long,beniyephinina"?

Sino:"hesaidanikhonasePEmama"

Me:"wewereonvacationoverseas"

Owe:"yhonasishiyathinamama"

Sino:"yhoheee"

Me:"butyouguys,andithiyouhaveschool?Kalokyou

can'tjustupandleaveanytimeyoufeellike"

Owe:"butnowyouanddadoweusavacationtoo"



Me:"we'llhavetotalktodadaboutthatone"

Sino:"yousee?Dadwillsaythesamethingbawe'll

havetohearfromyou"

Me:"thenwe'lldiscussitthen,otherwisehowhave

youguysbeen"?

Owe:"we'vebeenbehavingIknowthat'swhatyou

areaskingmama"

Sino:"andwehelpoutwiththehousechoreswhen

auntFatimaisnothere"

Me:"isshearound"?

Owe:"ha.amamashe'sonleave"

Me:"whendidshetaketheleave"?

Owe:"lastweek"

Mmh,justaswewereplayingMichellesentthe

divorcedocumentsviaemail,Ididn'twastenotimeI

forwardedthemstraighttohim.RightafterIsent

themauntNoxycametocallme,Ifollowedquietly

behindher



Isatdowninmyowncouchapparentlyitwasright

acrossNtando'scouch.Ididn'tnoticeuntilIlooked

upandwasmetbyhisbaldhead

Ma:"Luthandomntanamwehavespokentoyour

husband,Ibelieveuvile.HeknowsverywellthatI

don'ttolerateabuseofanykindletaloneliftingupa

handtoawoman.Iknowyou'rehurt,andwhatever

decisionyoutakeIwillsupportyoubecauseno

matterwhathappensweknowyouasourdaughter

in-law."

Noxy:"Imustcommendyouthoughfornotrunning

toyourfamilyaboutthisbeforetellingus,itmeans

youlistenedngokuyasasikuyalaapha"

Ma:"Ntandosayshe'ssorry,I'mawomanyesbutI'm

hismothertooandIbelievehe'sgenuinelysorry.But

Iwillnotmakeanydecisionforyou.Takeyourtime

andseeifyouwanttogivehimanotherchanceorif

uyamoyikaandyou'dlikeustoinvolvethefamily

thenwe'lldojustthat"

Noxy:"asmuchasNtandoisourson,youareour



prioritybecausewepromisedyouandyourfamily

thatwe'lltakecareofyouwhenyoubecamepartof

thisfamily"

Ma:"andontopofthat,you'rethemothertohis

children.Evenabaingengobakhoknowyouastheir

mother"

Noxy:"enenenimnandiyakucelaumnikeelinye

ithuba,Iknowitwon'tbeeasybutIknowmynephew.

He'slearnthislesson"

Ma:"Noxolohayman"

Noxy:"haysisikaloknamphinaumntuowonileyo

oyohlwaywaewekodwaanikweachancetoprove

himself"

Iheardhisphonebeepanotification,hetookabout

fiveminutesbeforecheckingitoutIsawhiseyes

almostpoppingoutasIwatchedhimclosely.I

sighed,threwhisheadbackontheheadrestofthe

couchlookingupforafewminutesthenhejust

uppedandwalkedout.



Ma:"uyaphiNtandowe'restilltalkinghere"?

Hedidn'trespond

Iknewthattheemailwentthroughandhegotit,a

partofmewantedtorunafterhimbutanotherpart

ofmekeptmegluedonthatcouch.

Noxy:"myekesisiheneedstimealone,ewe

ngumntanakuthiuNtandobuthe'sstillaman.Let

himcooldown"

Ma:"ooh,Luthando"?

Isnapped...

Me:"ma"?

Ma:"you'reawfullyquiet"

Me:"I'mokayma"



Ma:"howlongwillyoubearound"?

Me:"wellIthinkI'mdonewithwhatIcametodoso

nangomsosingahambabecauseIalsoneedto

checkonbusiness"

Noxy:"aw'zogqibaneveki"?

Me:"ha.amakazi,I'vebeengonefortoolong

kufunekandijonganenezintozam"

Ma:"youmustbemissingyourownspacetoo"

Ijustsmiled...

Wemadeasmallconversationthenbandikhululake

ndigodukengomso,Idecidedtobathandprepare

dinnerforthefam.

Thechildrencamedownandwehaddinnerwithout

theirdad,okoebemnkileandUvelilewasbeginning

withhistricksagain,hewasmoodyandjustspitting

thefoodallover



Me:"Uvestopit"

Hethrewthespoonatme,Ibecameangrynehbut

kalokukokwabolomntusekudekwangathiugeza

ngegunya

Me:"Uvelileplease,Idon'twanttoukubethakeneh"

Uve:"afunitatammamama"

Me:"kengokuwhyareyouthrowingspoonsaround"?

Uba:"uphiutatammama"?

Me:"andimazimntanam"

Noxy:"ufuzeuNtandokeloUvelile"

Ma:"umfuzenyhani,khamjongeusinekileuzaw'vela

akhaleqha"

Me:"akasadiki...Sinoplsbringmemyphone"

Sinowenttofetchmyphone

Noxy:"uzamnikaadlalengayo"?



Me:"angayophula,I'lltrycallinghisdadcozuzobanje

untilhehearshisvoice"

Ma:"yhundiyakusizelamntanamaseukufa

amawele"

SinogavememyphoneIdialedhisfather,hedidn't

pickup.Idialedagainsameresult

Me:"Nanadaddyisnotpickingup"

Uve:"afunitatammamamma"

Me:"haikeIdon'tknowwhatlanguageyouwantme

tospeak"

Hestartedcrying,Iputmyphonedownand

continuedtoeatmyfood.YhoUvelilejustwenton

andonItookmyphoneagainandwenttothe

kitchenasIdialedhisfatheragain.Itranguntilithit

voicemail



Me:"couldyoujustpickupyourdamnphone?Please?

YouknowIwouldn'tjustcallyouumntanakhowants

tohearyourvoice.Yhobro"

Ihungupandwentbacktothelounge,makhulutook

Uveandtriedcalminghimdownbuthejustbecame

worse.YaworsemorewhenUbabalodecidedtojoin

himyhondavelandanentloko.Itookmyphoneand

wenttotheroom,gotunderthecoversndalala.Ialso

neededtobegivenmytimejustlikeNtando,so

mamaandmakazimusthandletheirgrandchildren

bandoyisilemna.Eyonantothatwasgettingtome

kubautatawabowasignoringmycalls.Whatif

umntanaebegulaorwehadarealemergency?Mxm

Isleptforaboutthreehoursndazovuswangu

makazi

Me:"mh"?

Noxy:"vukasisiweneedtogotothehospital"



Igotoutofbedinaflash

Me:"hospital?Who'ssick?IsNtandobackyet"?

Noxy:"thekidstemperatureistoohighuthiusisi

bangaxhuzulaanytime"

YhoakhangendiphindendivekwantokengokuIran

totheloungendafikauUveeqhiziweehambangaze

andIcouldseeinhiseyesufumanekile.Phof

akayekangaukhala...

Me:"isNtandobackyetnemoto"?

Ma:"we'vecalledanambulancemakoti"

Me:"ambulanceiyofikasendingenamntanamama"

Noxy:"okoebemkilekeumyenakho"

Ma:"ikhonaenyeimotointhegarage,Noxologofetch

thekeysinmybedroomtopdrawerunderneath

thosetowels"



UtookUbaandfelthistemperature,itwasindeed

highAF.NoxygavemethekeysIrantothe

garage,struggledabitwithopeningitbutit

eventuallyopened.Idrovethecarout,they(mama

andthetwins)gotin,wehadtoleaveNoxolobehind

towatchovertheothertwo.
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Ididn'texpectthis...

Ididn'texpectthebeatings,Ididn'therhome(butI

washappy,atleastnowIcouldprovetoherthatI

reallydoloveher),Ididn'texpecthertotellumakhulu

aboutourproblems(sheneverdoestellonme),I

didn'texpectumakazitoreactthewayshedid...

Andthen,mostofalltheseunexpectedsurprisesI

didn'texpectthedivorcedocumentsshemailedme.

Talkaboutbadtiming.WithmyfolkintheroomI

couldn'tsayawordaboutthistoLuucozshedidit

discreetlyandIdidn'twantmyauntinterferingnow.I

messedup,Ihadtofixitupnow.Butthedivorce



thing....Yho!

YeahshesaidsomethingaboutthedivorcebutI

didn'ttakeherseriously,Iinitiallytoldmyselfubaby

wouldn'tactuallygothroughwiththisthing.Iwas

shocked.

MyfirstinstinctwastoaskheraboutitngokubutI

couldn'tsayaword,Iwastooshockedtoevenlook

herintheeye.Igotup,grabbedmycarkeysand

droveout.NdimvileumakhulucallingouttomeasI

leftbutIknewIwasn'tabouttogobackinthere...

Iwasonthevergeoflosingthemostimportant

personinmylifeoverabitch?Likehowdoesthat

happen?HowdidIbecomesocareless?Soselfish?

IguessshewasrightwhenshetoldmeI'mselfish...

Me:"Ican'taffordtolooseyou...Notwithoutafight"

Idrovetothenearestpubforadop,Iordereda

bottleofHennesseyanddrankaboutfourshotsthen

Itookoutmyphoneandwentonlinetocheckonour



imagesonherFacebookaccount.Ididn'thaveanyin

myphone,hadn'tupdatedthedeviceeversinceshe

smashedallmyphones.AsIwasdrinkingandgo

throughourmemoriesRangercalledme...

Me:"yha"

Range:"UthiuBulletyourwifeandkidsareinEast

Londongrootman"

Me:"Iknow"

Range:"oohokay,sowhencanweexpectyouthis

side"?

Me:"she'sleavingmeRanger"

Range:"who'sshe"?

Me:"mywife,shefiledfordivorcetoday"

Range:"haibo,whathappenedkantitaBeast?Whyis

sheleaving"?

Me:"Nomsahappened,Chloehappened,business

happened,workhappened,everyotherbitch

happened.Okay?"



Range:"yho...Whatnow?Ithiniplanyakhokengoku

oriwayforward"?

Me:"I'mnotgonnaloosemywifeoversomestupid

bitchesandrecklessbehaviormfondini,that'snot

evenamatterofquestionIhavetofightformy

marriage"

Range:"oh-kay..."

Me:"inthemorningcallBenjamin,tellhimwewon't

beworkingwithNomsaanymorehemustcutallties

withherASAP"

Range:"bigguydoyourealizehowmuchyoucould

looseforthat?breachofcontractincluded"?

Me:"niqqaIdon'tgiveafuck!YouandIbothknowI

canmakethatmoneyinaday,wherewillIget

anotherwifewho'sgonnalovemeasIam?Omnyu

Luthandondizamcholaphiinthisworldthatisfullof

golddiggingbitches?Huh?TellBenjamintofucken

letthataccountgo.Withimmediateeffect"

Range:"yessir"

Me:"Iwon'tbeavailablefortheMumbaitripbutI'll



delegatepeoplefortheleadershipthroughoutthe

job"

Range:"haibotaBeast,youknowhowitgetswhen

wegoonamissionwithoutyou"

Idownedtwoshotsraw...

Me:"Ranger"

Ranger:"taBeast"

Me:"Ranger"

Range:"Grootman"

Me:"andikwazinobaawundivanaoryoujustdon't

understand,Ihavebiggerlifeproblemstodealwith

uyandivaneh?You,youdon'tgettotellmethatyou

asagrownassmancannothandlejustonesmall

businesswithoutmeholdingyourhandthroughit.

KudalandinixelelathatIwon'talwaysbearound,I've

shownyoutheropescountlesstimesnowityour



turntoshowmethatyoudeservetobeintheteam.

Allofyou"

Thentherewassilence...

Me:"amIclear?OrshouldIflytoCapeTownjustto

makesureyouunderstandwhatIjustsaid"?

Range:"nonono,IunderstandGrootman"

Me;"good.RemembertocallBenjamin"

Range:"sharp"

Ihungup...

JustthenNomsacalled-_-thiswomanhasissues,

seriouslifeissues.She'sbeencallingmesincelast

month,ItoldhertodealwiththeHRormyCEO

Benjaminbutno..shejustdoesn'tgettheclue.

Me:"Nomusa"



Her:"you'vebeenignoringmeNtando,ndenzeni?

What'sgoingon"?

Me:"itsMrNtabenitoyouandnoIhaven'tbeen

ignoringyouIjustdon'tthinkthere'sanythingelse

wecandiscusssinceItoldyouwhototalkto

regardingbusiness"

Her:"wha-MrNta-okay,what'sreallygoingonhere"?

Me:"what'sgoingonisthatyouneedtogeta

life,becauseofyouImanagedtoruinmineso

nontombikhawuthiguman.Ineedtobreathwithout

yournaggingphonecallsbotheringme.Gorrit"?

Her:"RHAuyinja"

Me:"tellmesomethingIdon'tknow"

Her:"sies.You'reanexcuseofamanandjustsoyou

know,I'mwithdrawingmybusinessesfromanything

inconnectiontoyours"

Me:"withimmediateeffectplease,ohandyoubetter

deletemynumberfromyourphone.Ideletedyours

thedaywesignedthecontract"



Shestartedbrawling,Ihungup.Ididn'thavetimefor

that,forher.Ihadanupsetwifeathomewho's

divorcingmeso...

AfterIfinishedthebottleutookmycarkeysand

droveoutofthatpub,Ineededmore"air"Iwas

suddenlysuffocatinginmyownbreath.Idrovein

mediumspeedbutasIdrove,IthinkIaccelerated

morecozbeforeIknewit...

Iheardhootersandscreechingtyres,abangsound

andthen...Nothing.Ilostit.

...

Idrovethatcarlikeamaniac,wegottoEastLondon

PrivateHospitalinaflash.Theyoungkingswerestill

cryingandmyheadwasthrobbing.Wesignedatthe

Receptionandwentthrough,amaledoctorattended

tous...

Wakhewamuncu?Thesekids,justnownowwere



bawlingasifkufeunina,oncewegotthedoctorthey

justdozedoffbalala?:okanyeuUvelilewavela

warhona!Yhu,Iwantedtostranglehim:'(

Iwaitedimpatientlyasthedoctorransometests

thenleftus...Idecidedtotrytheirdadagainsincehe

hasn'treturnedanyofmycalls...

Me:"mxm"

Ma:"he'sstillnotanswering"?

Me:"nope"

Ma:"myeke,he'llreturnyourcallsonceheseesthem"

Me:"uselfishwethuuNtandomama,howdoyou

leavewithouttellinganyoneuyaphiebusukuuhlala

nabantwana"?

Ma:"maybehe'sstillupsetmntanam,khamxolele"

Okay...

Ngubanikaneneongenomthethelelaumntanawakhe?



Idecidedtokeepquietcozandimazinyhaniinoba

uphiuNtando,ontheotherhand,Iwasworriedabout

him.Whatifhewenttodosomethingstupidafterhe

gotthosepapers?Cozuphumerightafterhegotthe

email:'(

Itookadeepbreathin,jumpedatthesightofthe

doctorhopingtoatleastknowwhat'sgoingonwith

mykids...

Me:"Heydoc,whatseemstobetheproblem"?

Doc:"ohwe'restillrunningthetestsma'am,Ijust

wanttoconfirmpaymentfirst"

Me:"payment"?

Doc:"yes...Iseehere,okaywhereisitnow"?

Hewentthroughhisdocuments,Icursedundermy

breathasIonlyrememberednowthatIdidn'tbring

mywallet.Ididn'tbringnothing.Justmyphone.I

lookedhopelesslyatmymotherin-law...



Doc:"hereitis,yepthisistheone.Itiswrittenhere

thattheyoungboysareunderMrNtabeni'smedical

aid"

Yhu

Isighedinrelieve

Me:"oh,theyappear?Thankgoodness"

Doc:"Yesma'amitwaseveneasylocatingthem

sinceMrNtabeniwasjustadmittedacoupleof

hoursagoandtheyverymuchsharequitealotof

resemblancewithhim"

Me:"wait,what"?

Helifteduphiseyesandlookedatmysurprised

facethenatmymotherin-lawwhowasnowkinda

confused

Isawthemanswallow...

Me:"docplsrepeatwhatyoujustsaid"



Doc:"aMrNtabeniwasadmittedhere.Iuhm...

JudgingbyyourreactionsIshouldthinkyoudidn't

know"

Me:"didn'tknowwhat"?

Ma:"Luthandogivethemanachancetospeak"

Isighed...

Hebetterspeakclearlyke...

Doc:"acertainMrNtabeniwasinvolvedinacar

accidentandhewasadmittedaboutanhourortwo

ago,thereceptionistwassupposedtoinformhis

familyimmediatelyafterhewasbroughtin"

Me:"who'sthisMrNtabeni?What'shisname"?

Doc:"auhm...NtandoNtabeni"

Ifrozeizibindingaphakathi..



Ma:"whathappenedtohim?Howishe"?

Doc:"mayIaskhowrelatedareyoutohimma'am"?

TyhiniThixo:o

Kungonaacingausibuzalontosesixeleleeverything?

Wow

Ma:"we'rehisfamily,I'mhismothershe'shiswife"

Doc:"...I'msorrytobreakthenewstoyoulikethis"

Me:"whereishe"?

Doc:"youcanfollowmeI'lltakeyoutohim,butI'd

advicethatonemustwatchoverthekids"

Ma:"iyaLuthando"

Inodandfollowedthedoctor,onlythendidIrealize

ndihambangenyawoallthistime.Wegottohis

roomandhehaddripshangingallaroundhim,Itook

timejustaccessingtheseriousnessofthisbefore

askingthedoctor...



Me:"whatarethesedripsfor"?

Doc:"thisoneisdrainingtheexcessiveamountsof

alcoholinhisbody,thosetwoaresedativesand

hydrantshe'slostquitealotofbodyfluids"

Iwentnearhisbandagedhead...

Doc:"heonlysufferedaheadinjuryandawound

belowhisribcage.Nothingmajor"

Ilookedatthewound,itsexactlyonthatsameplace

hehadawoundonwhenhewasinvolvedinan

accidentehambanabantwana.
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ThemoreIlookedathimtheangrierIgotsoI

decidedtogocheckonmykidsandlethismother

checkonhim,ngumntanawakheekugqibeleni.



WhenIgotthereshewastalkingtothedoctorbut

theyweredonecozthedoctorwasleaving

Me:"kuthwabathenimama"?

Ma:"akubonwantomntanam,butthey'llkeepthen

hereforobservationuntilmorning"

Me:"howisthatpossible?Abantwanawerecrying

likenobody'sbusinesswhenwegothereandtheir

temperatureswereskyhighnowakubonwanto"?

Ma:"stopstressingyourself,thedoctorsknowwhat

they'redoing''

Me:"buttheydon-"

Idecidedtoshutup!

Ma:"how'syourhusband"?

Me:"mxmlowo...he'sfine.AtleastIthinkhewillbe"

Ma:"wasn'thebadlyinjured"?



Me:"no,goseeforyourself"

Iwalkedheroutanddirectedhertoherson'sward

thenIreturnedbacktomyownsonsandlookedat

them.Ifeltboththeirforeheadsndahleka

Me:"unbelievable!Soevenyourtemperaturesare

backtonormalnow"?

Ifeltbetrayedbythesekids,myheadwasthrobbing

manyhaningoku.Theirgrandmareturnedsahlalake

watchingthesetwountilmorning,wemusthave

dozedoffcozndothukendigodolaandshewasfast

asleep.IquietlyleftandwenttocheckonNtando,

hopingthathe'satleastawakeakheandicacisele

whatexactlywashehopingtoachievedrivingunder

theinfluenceofalcohol.WhenIgottherehewasstill

fastasleep...

Iwalkeduptohimandfixedmyeyesonhischest,it



wasonlynowthatInoticedanewtattooonhisleft

sideofthechest.Breastplateinfact.Iwenttothe

othersideofthebedandlookedclosely...

"SinothandokodwaOweNtandokathixoUvelileu

LuthandokwayeulUbabalo"

Ithadsomesortofabookorbibleunderneathitso

itwaswrittenontopofit,likeascriptureor

something.ItwasbeautifulIwon'tlie,writtenincurly

almostcursivewriting...

Me:"mxm"

Him:"youhateit"?

Ialmostjumpedbackwithshock

Hemusthavebeenawakeallthistimeqhauzixelele

hewannahearwhatIcametosay

Imovedawayfromhimandwenttothewindows



Him:"Luthando"

Me:"whyuselfishkangakanjeNtando"?

Him:"Luuplslet'snotfightkuseksasaforallof

that,andthisismostcertainlynottheplace"

Me:"Ijustaskedyouaquestionwho'sfighting"?

Him:"I'msorryke"

Me:"you'renot,don'tforceit.Akhomntu

uzakunyanzelangoXoloapha"

Hesighedandtouchedhishead

Iwenttositdownnexttohisbed,ahugepartofme

wasworriedabouthimbutIdidn'twanttoshowit.

Heknowsverywellthathe'smyweakness;yenyinto

emgezisayofuthileyo

Me:"whydidyoudrinkanddrivewhenyouknowvery

wellwhattheconsequencesare"?



Him:"Ididn'tevendrinkmuch...Ijustneededsome

airmanbaby"

Me:"lookatthisdripandtellmeisthatnotmuch"

Helookedatthedripwathula...

Me:"whydidn'tyouansweryourphone"?

Him:"bendingafuniuthethanamntuIneededtobe

alone"

Me:"andyoudidn'tthinkmaybeIwascallingyou

becausesomethingurgentneededyou?Yourmom?

Kids"?

Him:"Ihadalotonmymind,withthatdivorcething

youfiledfortherewasnothingelseIcouldthinkof"

Me:"soubucingelawenawedwa,yetagain"

Helookedatme,inunbelief



Him:"youservedmewithdivorcepapers,howdoyou

expectmetobesaneafterthat?HaiboLuthando

khawbehumanpleaseyesI'mamanbutIhave

feelingstoo"

Me:"soyetagain,thisisallaboutyou"

Hesighed...

Igotup

Him:"plsdon'tgo"

Me:"Ihavetocheckonmykids"

Him:"yourkids?Youmeanourkids?Bafunantoni

apha"?

Me:"ifyouhadansweredyourphonewhenIcalled

youlastnightoratleastreturnedoneofthemissed

callsyou'dknow.Butyouweretoobusylickingyour

woundsandbrushingyourego''

Him:"that'snotfair..."

Me:"lookatmeNtando,I'mwalkingbarefooton



tiles,sleptonawoodenbunkbed,wearingPJsata

hospitalwithmyraggedhairbecauseyoursons

decidedtobesuddenlysickandyouwerenotthere.

Ihadtobeumamatatakubo,Godblessyourmother

cozshehadtoleavehercomfortablehome

azogodolaaphaubusukubonke.Ubuphiwena?Busy

drinkingyourlifeproblemsaway,nowthat'sunfair"

Ilefthimthereandreturnedtothekidsndafika

bevuka

Uve:"mamaabuyaitatam"?

Me:"mxm,ungayaKuNtandomakhuluuvukile"

Uba:"awambanamkhulu"

Me:"you'renotgoinganywhere"

Ma:"don'tbesohardonthem,they'rechildren

abazinto"



Ididn'tanswerherIjustsatdown,Iwasfrustratedat

myselfandamyhusband.IknewIwaswrongfor

takingthatoutonmybabies

Ma:"thedoctorwillbebacktodischargethem"

Me:"okayma"

Sheleft

Ilookedtheyoungkings

Uba:"sambesiyeutatammama"

Me:"Idon'twantto"

Uve:"sambemamamsiyeitatam"

Me:"ndcelanithulepls"

Bantliphinika...

Mymotherin-lawcalledme



IknowshewasgonnatellmeIshouldbringmy

childrentotheirdad

Me:"hellomama"

Ma:"oncethedoctorsdischargethekidsplscome

thissidewiththem"

:(

Iknewit

Me:"okayma"

Shehungup

YhuuyadikauNtandoI'msurehegaveherpuppy

eyesandshemelted.Thedoctorcamein,Isigned

thedischargepapers,tookmykidsandwewalked

hand-in-handtotheirfather'sward.Theminutethey

heardhisvoiceencokolanomakhulutheyloosened

theirhandsfrommineandraninsideaheadofme.I



followed...

YazeverytimeIsawhimonthatbedmyhearttore

intopieces.Iknowitain'tmyfaulthecan'thandle

painwhendirectedtowardshimbutIknowIpushed

himovertheedgewiththedivorce.IwasgladIdid,at

leastnowIknowwhatpartofhisfearsare.Eitherit

isloosingmeorloosingtheboys,buthewasn't

gonnaloosethemwewerejustgonnaliveseparate

livesjustlikehisotherbabymomma's.Isatdown

andwatchedtheboysonthebedwiththeirdad...

Ubawassad,hisfocuswastheheadbandagebut

Uvewastalkingaskinghisdaddyabouttheribcage

bandageandwhyhewaslyinghere.Ikeptquiet,I

hadsaidmypiecewhenIcameearlier.
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ThreedaysdownthelinewewerestillinEast

London:(

Mamawantedhersontofullyrecoverfromthe



accidentbeforesihambe.AsmuchasIdidn'twant

toatfirst,butastheweekcontinuedInoticedmy

angermeltingtowardsmyhusband.Bekusuka

nengcwangule...

Sundaymamaleftwiththekids,sheactuallyasked

ustogowithherbutwecouldn't.Ntandohada

conferencecallwiththeboardinJo'burgatten,I

madeanexcuseyempahlawethuandanywayI

couldn'tleavehimalonesoSundaylunchwasonme

njalo.Ihadwokenupandpreparedmyboys,helped

theoldersiblingsthenbatyaandleft.Istarted

cleaningthekitchen,lounge,kidsroomsthenIwent

tomakemyselffood.Ntandowasalreadybusywith

hisconferencecall...

Ijustmadeafruitsmoothieandwenttositoutside

withitandmyphone.ImissesuncleSososoIcalled

him

Him:"beyps"

Me:"Imissyou"



Him:"tyhini,yintoniekhedamisayokengoku?Intlenje

lonto"

Me:"mxmSosovha"

Him:"ohIloveyoukodwa"

Me:"you'resupposedtobesleepingwhyufresh

kangaka"?

Him:"I'moutplayingwithotherchildrenbheyibhi,a

manneedsabreakfromworksometimes"

Me:"heee"

Him:"don'tworryI'llgivetaBeastsomeadvicevha"

Me:"fokof"

Heburstintolaughter:'(

Me;"ifyoucontinueatthispaceI'llhanguponyou

yazLwandiso"

Him:"butwhyareyousobitter?Ohwaitlemme



guess,youhaven'treceivedanysugarfromnaughty

hubby"?

Me:"Soso"

Again...

Heburstintolaughter:'(

Him:"uphi?Ithoughtbynowyouguyswouldhave

kissedandmadeup"

Me:"I'mstillinEastLondonbro,nayeulapha.

Recoveringfromanaccidentebezifakekuyo"

Him;"accident"?

Me:"drunkdriving"

Him:"ohkay,whoarewetalkingaboutkanene"?

Me:"hm,youheardright"

Him:"that'ssooounlikehim.Whathappened?Unjani?

Mxm,don'tanswerthat,Idon'treallycarehe'sstillthe

dogwhocheatedonyouandstillhadthegutsto

beatyou"



Me:"...canwechangethesubject"?

Him:"...canwetalksomeothertime?"

Me:"areyouditchingme''?

Him:"youhaveahusband'swound'stonursewethu

yintoniiqumbisa?AndanywayIwantedtofindyou

inkunziyebhokhweemnyamaalongwithaSwati

sangomatocheckyoubutzangeuvumesooo.."

Me:"mnk,ukhokelomntuundishiyayoaphakuweand

itain'tLindo"

Him:"Iloveyoudear,kissoursonsforme"

Me:"mnk"

Hechuckledandhunguponme,Ismiledandjust

finishedoffmysmoothie.AfterthatIdecidedtogo

startontheSundaylunch..

NtandocamedownandIwaspeelingveggies

listeningtoRihanna

Him:"Luu"



Me:":"hm"

Him:"canwetalk'?

Me:"shoot"

Him:"plscanwesitdown..."

Istoppedndamjonga,okayheseemedserious.I

droppedeverythingandledthewaytothelounge

ndahlalaphantsi,hefollowedandjoinedmeonthe

couchholdingbothmyhands.OkayIwon'tlieIwas

shocked,weneverholdhandsnomatterhowserious

theconversationis

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Him:"babyIknowyouprollyhatethesightofme

rightnowandyoumustbetiredofmyapologiesbut

Ican'tstopuntilIknowyou'vereallyforgivenme.I

knowitstooearlybutbabypleaseputmeoutofthis

misery"

Me;"whatdoyouwantfromme?Igaveyou

everythingthereistogivetoaman,ahusbandbutit



stillwasn'tenoughforyou.Ndithinikebabe"?

Him:"ndcelaachancetu,justonemoretoprove

myselftoyou"

Itookadeepbreath...

Iwasholdingmytears..

Me:"You'vehurtmeIcan'tgetoverthefactthatyou

liftyourhandkumwithoutthinkingtwice.

Ungandibulalamosinthenameoflovethembury

meunderthesamebedyousleepon"

Him;"I'dneverdothat.YouknowI'dneverdothat.I

reallydoloveyou"

Ishookmyheadastearsrolleddownmycheeks

Him;"Luthandopleasedon'tcry,okayketellmewhat

youwantmetodo''



Me:"Ijustwanttogohomemna,Iwanttobeinmy

ownspaceandgetmymindandheartright"

Him:"we'retogether,we'reateam.Canwedealwith

thisasateam?Asamarriedcouple"?

Me:"don'tcometomewiththat!Pleasedon't"

Hestartedapologizingalloveragain,heevenknelt

downonbothkneesbeggingformyforgiveness.

Uthandoluyadlalakengeengqondozethu,Imelted

likebutteronhotbreadashebeggedmeendibiza

ngawoonkeamagamaamnandi,endithuthaashe

wipedmytears.

Hetookachanceandkissedmydryalmostcracking

lips,thenhelookeddeepintomyeyes

Him:"ndiyakuthandaLuthando,notjustwithmyheart

butwithmylife"

Me:"butmoneywillalwayscomefirst,right"?



Him:"notanymore"

Me:"you'rejustsayingthatbecauseIfiledfor

divorce,awufuniubangathiuyifailurethat'sall"

Him:"tellmewhattodotoprovetoyoulento

ndiyithethayokebaby''

Ishookmyheadndaphakama,ifhedoesn'tknow

whattodoasthemaninthisrelationshipthenI

don'tknowwhatelsetosay.HecaughtmyarmasI

approachedthestairsIstoppedabruptlyandlooked

athimshocked

Me:"yintoningoku"?

Hedidn'tsayaword

Hejustkissedme

AtfirstIwasbetweenconfusionandangerbutthenI

letgo,Ijustforonceinalongtimeletmybodytake

carethelead.WhenherealizedthatIwas



respondingtohiskisseshepulledmecloserasthe

kissgrewmuchmorepassionateanddeeper.

IstoppedhimjustbeforeIlostmymindinthisbliss

Hiseyeswerefixedonmylips,Ilickedthemknowing

fullywellthatIwaskillinghimmore.

ThenIclearedmythroat...

Me:"plstellyourmomthekidsandIwanttogo

homengomso,thencallMoazosithatha"

HewatchedmeasIretunedbacktothekitchen.

Thismanfollowedmetothekitchen,asIwasfacing

theotherwayIfelthishandsonbothmyhipsandI

froze.

Him:"Iloveyou,I'lltellyouthiseverychanceIgetifI



havetosothatyoubelieveit,andbelievemetoo"

YazuNtandousile?

:'(hecould'vesaidallofthisemephaakudebuthe

hadtotouchme,besoclosetomeandspeakasif

whisperinginmyear.Damnhisbreathwassowarm

againstmyearitsentchillsthroughoutmyentire

body.That'swhyIfroze.Umzimbawam

sewunenyangaandmoreungasaviswakanje:/

Iclearedmythroattryingtoregaincontrolovermy

ownbody...Iwasfailingthough

Hishandsnakeditswayroundtomyfront,brushing

againstmybreast.Iskippedabeat...

Me:"whatareyoudoing"?

Thatwasn'tmeanttocomeoutawhisper...Butitdid.

Idon'tknowwhy



Him:"takingthis"

Hetookakniferightinfrontofmekanyetheone

thatIwasusing(notthatazikhoezinyeinthedrawer)

,movedtothefridgeandcutuppineappletocubes.

Iturnedandlookedathimwithmyarmsfolded

Hearchedabrow

Him:"what"?

Me:"haveyousignedthepapers"?

Him:"no"

Me:"whenareyouplanningto"?

Him:"I'mnotplanningto"

Me:"caretosharewhy?Okanyedon't,we'llgoaround

incircles"

Him:"there'snogoingaroundinthis,I'mnotsigning



thosepapers.Qha"

Me:"mmh"

Itookmyknifeandcontinuedcookinginsilence.

Aprivatecallcamethrough,Igetshakenkewhena

callgetsmoreprivatesendinocallerIDapp

Him:"you'renotansweringthat"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwantto"

Hecamecloseandlookedatmyphone,then

pressedtheansweringbuttonleavingmenochoice

buttoanswer.Worseikuloudspeaker...

Me:"hello"?

Her:"IyakusebenzelalentowamtyisayonauNtando"

Ilookedathim,Iknewthevoice.Healsoknewit,but



wejustsilentlydecidedtokeepquietsimvule

athethe

Her:"evenafteryoudestroyedhispropertieshestill

choosesyou,haysanauzukheundipheiaddress

yelixhwelelakho"

Umsindoebendinawo...kulouphambkwamphof.He

sawitinmyeyes...

Him:"youshouldgettreatedforlebipolardisorder

yakhoNomsaiyakuphambanisastraight"

Shehungupimmediatelyafterhesaidthat.

Heputmyphonedownandheldmeatarmslength...

Him:"babyI'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"fokof"



Isnatchedmyarmsawayfromhimandcontinued

withwhatIwasdoing.
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HowthehelldidNomsagetmynumber?Akutshiwo

kenobashecalledmeonthebusinessphone,ha.a

shecalledmeonmypersonalphone.

YhuIwasboiling...

Him:"baby"

Me:"ubhejangenumberyamngoku"?

Him:"ndcelaundimameleLuthando"

Me:"whyshouldI?Huh?TellmewhyshouldIlisten

toanythingthatwillcomeoutofyourlips"?

Hesighed,tookhiscarkeyswaphuma.Ifollowed

himandstoodatthedoor



Me:"uselekebabevha,andmakesureuyanxilaso

thatuzobakwenyeingozimaybethistimeyou'll

managetobreakalimborsomething"

Him:"I'mnot...Whyareyousocruelbaby"?

Me:"ifIwerecruelngendikufakeleityhefukwezadrip

atthehospitalbutIdidn't.I'mjustremindingyouif

whatyoudobest"

Heshookhisheadwaphumanakulomoto,Iwent

backinsidethehouse.Hewalkedinandhunghiscar

keys

Me:"uyekileunxanwangokutatakhe"?

Him:"mh"

Me:"thankyou,yhoIdon'thavetheenergytobe

goingupanddownEastLondoncheckinguponyou

ngentooyenzeusezingqondweni"



Hemumbledsomethingthenwalkedbacktoour

room,yepwesleepinthesamebedbutwith

separateblankets:/Istilldidn'ttrusthimandIdidn't

trustmyselfgettingsoclosetohim.WhenIwas

donecookingIdidn'tdishup,Iwantedtheentire

familytobepresent.Kubamnandinjaloman,soI

optedtogoandpackndafikaelelengomqolo.You

knowIwantedtojustjumpontoofhimsidlalelike

we'dusuallydobeforeeverythingelsethathas

happenedbutagain,ndazibamba.Istartedpacking

Hesatupandlookedatmeinsilenceforafew

minutes..

Him:"whatareyoudoing"?

Me:"packing"

Him:"mmh"

Hegotoffthebedandstartedpackinghisownbags

ndamjongandahleka



Me:"andthenwhatareyoudoing"?

Him:"packing"

Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"Ididn'taskyou"

Me:"wellI'maskingyou"

Him:"ndiyakulendawoniyakuyonani"

Yhundavelandaphelayintsinindamhlekanyhani,he

didn'tgiveadamnwapakishauNtandoethecwaka.

Me:"Ntando''

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"ugrand''?

Him:"kakhulu"

Me:"usure"?

Him:"hundredpercent"



NdamhlekauntilIcouldn'tlaughnomore,Ijust

continuedpackingthenIheardacarinthedriveway

Iwentdownstairstodishupcoztherestofthe

familywasback.

Mythreesonscameracinginside,obviouslyOwe

wasn'treallyracingcozebezobashiyawithouta

doubt.Wehuggedthentheracedtofindtheir

father,Sinocamewalkingandlaughingwithher

grandma

Her:"afternoonmama"

Me:"heybaby,howwaschurch"?

Her:"ophosiwemamayho,mxelelemakhulu"

Ma:"molomntanam"

Me:"ewekemama"

Ma:"uphiumyenakho"?

Me:"Ithinkhe'swiththeboysupstairsma"

Ma:"ooh,Sinoambondibizelautatakho"



Her:"okaymakhulu"

Shetookhergranny'sbagandwenttoputitinher

roomthenwenttocallutatakhe.Idishedupand

servedumamajustashersonwalkedinwithhis

threesonsthenIreturnedtothekitchenand

continuedservingeveryoneuntilIwastheonlyone

withoutfood.Iputmyplateinthemicrowave,I

wasn'treallyhungrysoIscoopedicecreamandfruit

saladthenIwenttojointherestofthefamily.

Ntandolookedatmybowl,thenatmyface.I

pretendedasifIdidn'tseehim

Him:"whyareyoueatingsaladonlymamakhe"?

Me:"I'mnotreallyhungry"

Owe:"ubutyilengokubesingekhomama"?

Me:"uhm...Ha.abutI'mnothungrymylove"

Sino:"youanddadshouldhavegonetochurchwith



us,thepastorwasprayingforeveryone"

Istolealookatherfatherbuthewassofocusedon

hisfood:Dasif!Tshini!

Wecontinuedeatingandmakingsmallconversation,

Iwasjustgladthatthekidsgotalongsowell.They

justbroughtfreshairintothehouse,freshbreeze.

WhenweweredoneeatingSinoandOwecollected

theplatesthenIbroughtdessertforallofthem

ndabashiyabesityaandwenttoliedown.

Pheway:/

Ubabalotouchedmyface...

Iopenedmyeyesandsmiledathim.

Uba:"mamamvuka"

Me:"don'tyouwannasleepwithme"?



Uba:"ha.aozelima"

Me:"thengotodaddy,Iwannasleep"

Uba:"daddyplaynoUve"

Me:"goplaywiththemnawekalokndoda"

Uba:"funuhlalanawemamamamvuka"

Me:"izohlalanamonthebedkalokUba"

Uba:"afunuvukawenamama"

Yhobawo!

Igotupndamthathandambekaonthebednextto

measIlaynexttohim

Ismiledathim,kissedhimonthelipsandwaitedfor

hisreaction...Hegiggledthentouchedmyfacewith

bothhishandsonbothsidesthenhekissedmeon

theforehead...

Uba:"Iloveyoumamam"



Me:"Iloveyoutoobunny"

Uba:"asigodukithinasiwambesiyekhaya"?

Me:"isn'tthisyourhome"?

Uba:"mamammyhomenothilena"

Me:"mmh,let'swaitandhearfromdaddy"

Uba:"daddyzawambanam,noUvenawemamam

siyekhayaneh"?

Me:"youwantdaddytocomewithus"?

Uba:"ewesodlalaphaekhaya,sowambanayeneh

mamam"

Me:"ewebaby"

Uba:"okay"

Thenhehummedasofttune,Idon'tknowwherehe

gotthatfrom.

Me:"babywhydon'tyouwannaplaywithdaddyand

yourbrother"?



Uba:"iscoldpha"

Me:"Ubadon'tlie,itshotoutside"

Uba:"mamaiscold"

Me:"Ubabalo"

Uba:"mamamafouneleuSosowam"?

Me:"youhaven'tansweredmeUbabaloNtabeni"

Uba:"akhumbulamamauSosoneh"?

Lolhetookmyphoneandgaveme,withthosecute

puppyeyesImelted.IdialedLwandisoknowingthat

he'ssupposedtobebackfrom"playingwithother

kids"andmostprobablysleepingbynow

Soso:"Uyandithandakanene"

Me:"youwish,Ubabalowantstotalktoyou.Inaboy"

Uba:"uthiboymama"

IrolledmyeyesathimasIgavehimthephoneto



talktoSoso.Daddydearestwalkedinxandiqala

ucimela,yhuIkeptmyclosedforlonto.

Uve:"uthethanabaniwenaUba"?

Uba:"SosonankuUve"

YhoIdon'tknowhowUvesliddownfromhisdad's

armsbutIheardhisfootstepsonthewoodenfloor

thenhisweightashepulledthecoversasformof

supporttogetonthebed.ThenIheardthen

laughingandconversingwithuncleSoso...

IfeltNtando'sbreathingtoonearforcomfortandI

couldtellhewaskneelingdownrightnexttomyside

ofthebedcozhiscolognejustkilledmyjointsthe

minuteIinhaledthroughthenostrils

Him:"baby"



Whythehellishewhispering?:o

Again...hewhisperedmynameIjustopenedmy

eyessajongana

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"okay"

Inaflashhekissedmeonthelipsandsmiledashe

joinedusinbed.
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IrolledmyeyesasIfelthisarmacrossmybody,ifit

werecoldoutsidemaybeI'dhavemeltedrightthere.

But...

Me:"pleaseremoveyourarmaroundme"

Idon'tknowwhybutIkindawhisperedthat...



:/hewhisperedback,rightinmyear.Thatflippen

warmbreathofhis....

Him:"pleasedon'tfightthis,Imissedyousomuch"

Me:"Ntandoplease"

Him:"Luthandoplease"

Istilldon'tknowwhywewerewhispering...

Igaveupndamyeka.Idon'tknowwhenLwandiso

hungupcozIfellasleepafterthosefewwordsI

exchangedwithhubby

ItseemedlikeIneededthisrest,somehowcozIjust

fellintothisdeeppeacefulsleep.

WhenIwokeupIwaswithmyhusbandonly,thekids

weren'ttherethough.Ohand,Idon'tknowhowI

sleep:/somehowIlandedonhischest̂_̂anditfelt

right.Hewasfastasleep,softlysnoring.Itriedtoget

uphetightenedhisembracendamjongaandtried



again,thistimeheopenedhiseyeswafika

ndimjongile

Him:"hey"

Me:"letgo,undiqinisile"

Him:"uyaphindikukhaphe"

Me:"tyhini"

Iloosenedhisgripandwenttothebathroom,onmy

returnhesatupandmadespaceformetojoinhim.

Isatnexttohiminsilence,weweresittingveryclose

Him:"youstillnothungry"?

Me:"ndcelaundphathele,kukwimicrowave''

Him:"awsatefi"

Me:"butyouaskednje"

Hegotup,wenttothekitchen.



Ilayonmybackinwaitingformyfood,myphone

rangndaphakamaandsearchedforitkantiiwe

ngaphakwebhedi.Musthavebeenwhenorafterthe

kidswerespeakingtouncleSoso,Ipickeditup

ndatyhafawhenIsawwhowascalling:(

Iseriouslydidn'thavetimefordrama

Me:"hello"

Evenmy"hello"wasdown

Her:"heyunjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodunjaniwena"?

Her:"ndiright,Iuhm...Iwantedtosendyouizintozika

SinobutzininziIwashopingibekantiusemontiat

leastsothatndingakusokolisikakhulu"

Me:"when"?



Her:"ngomsocozsekulatengoku"

Me:"meaningzisenofikaaphaWednesday"?

Her:"nozizofikakwangomsondizonikelaudabawo"

Me:"dabawo"?

Her:"mamaKaLandile"

Me:"Kay,tellhertocallmewhenshe'slanded.

Hopefullykwak'sasakecozndiyahambangomso"

Her:"okayenkosi...Isshefarfromyoungoku"?

Me:"yeah"

Her:"okay,kesharp"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupjustas,Sinowalkedintotheroomwith

suchconfidence:)that'sanelementshegotfrom

herfatherthat'sforsure

Her:"mamadaddysaysImustaskyoubaufunaitea

orjuice"?



Me:"tellhimIwantyoghurt"

Her:"that'snotonthechoosinglistnjemama"

Me:"ayikhoaphendliniidrinkingyoghurt"?

Her:"iphelilemama,ebetheutatahe'llbuyitand

someotherstuffngomso"

Me:"mmh,butjusttellhimIwantmyfoodalongwith

yoghurt.I'msurehe'llmakeaplan"

Her;"okaykemama"

Sheturnedandwalkedbackout,Icalledmybrother

shameokondamgqibelangalaminindandilila

Him:"heyyou"

Me:"heyyou,hoezit"?

Him:"I'mgreatbaby,especiallynowthatIhearyou're

betterthanthelasttimewespoke.You"?

Me:"I'mokay,Ijustmissyouthat'sall.InfactImiss

ourfamily"



Him:"Iknowwhatyoumean..."

Me:"anyway,how'sSive?How'sthelittleone"?

Him:"thelittleoneisgrownhey,mywifeisgreat"

Me:"ohkay...areyousure"?

Him;"yeap"

Me:"you'renotconvincingmenowareyou?LuuI

knowyou.what'sgoingon"?

Him:"arghman,itsnothingwecan'thandle.Don't

worryyourselfaboutitlittleone"

Me:"mmkay"

Hechuckled

Ntandowalkedinandputthetraynexttome

wahlalanayeinsilencerightnexttomeuntilI

finishedmyconversationwithmybrother...

Me:"thankyou,ebethiuSinoayikhonjeIyoghurt

uy'fumenephiwena"?



Him:"ndiyizamileyakhona"

Me:"mmh,thanksagain"

Hewaitedformetoeathalfthatplatebeforehe

spokeup

Him:"yazndiyakuthandaS'bongile"?

Me:"akungoku"

Iwasjustansweringcarelesslynotpayingmuch

attentiontotheconversationitself

Him:"don'tyouthinkweshouldgoforcounseling

whenwegettoPE"?

Me:"counseling?Forwhat"?

Him:"whatwe'vebeenthrough"

Me:"Idon'tneedcounseling,but,ifyouwannagoI

won'tstandinyourway"



Him;"weneedit,bothifus.Together"

Me:"youdon'tknowwhatIneed,suactorplease"

Him:"IknoweverythingyouneedI'mIwillgiveitto

youifnjeungandinikaelinyeithuba"

Me:"moneyisnotaneedNtando"

Him:"Iwasn'ttalkingaboutmoney"

Me:"thenwhatareyoutalkingabout"?

Iputthetrayonthebedsidetablendamjonga,he

lookedmestraightintheeyesandcameclosefora

kiss.

Me:"don't"

Him:"givemeonereasonwhyIshouldn't"

Itookmytrayagainndatyainsilence

Him:"uyayazibaandizokuncamaneh"?



Me:"ubuzandincamelantoniinthefirstplace"?

Hetookadeepbreath,Iatefinishndamnikathetray

leavingbehindmyyoghurtandaspoon.Hereturned

themtothekitchenwabuyasendilelengesisueating

myyoggie

Helaydownnexttome

Me:"youknow,lovingyouhurtslikehell"

Him:"itshouldn'tthough"

Me:"Ithoughtmaybe,justmaybeIcouldgiveyoua

reasontoliveabetterlife.Ididn'tknowthatmyjoy

hadtobeadailysacrificeinthatprocess"

Him:"Luu..."

Me:"youknowverywellthatIloveyou,Iloveyou

morethananythingI'veeverloved.Notcountingmy

kids...thatyouknowismyweaknesskuweandyou

playedyourcardsverywellknowingwhateveryoudo:



Luthandolovesme,uzandixolela"

Hekeptquiet

Me:"ImustadmitthoughthatIlearntthehardway

thatumntumthandekodwaleaveaspacefor

disappointment,thoughIneverreallybelievedinthat

nonsense.Atleastthat'swhatIusedtocallit...untilI

hadtoexperiencewhatyouputmethrough"

Yoghurtyamibindincithacozibiphela

:'(

Me:"tellme,howamIsupposedtotrustyounow?

You'rebusypackinguthiuyaaphosiyakhona...How

doyouexpectmetotrustyouwithmyheartagain?I

knowyou'resorrybutitgoesbeyondthat,howdoI

forgiveandforget"?

Ihadalumpinmythroat...



Me:"Idon'twannalivealifeofuncertainty,insecurity

andparanoia.Nowtellme,howdoIlivewithyou?

Aftereverything"

WhenhewasquietfortoolongIlookedathim,he

hadcoveredhisfacewithbothhands.
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Hewascrying...

Ifyou'veneverseenacryingmanthenyouknow

nothing,kwavelakwabuhlungukumngaphakathi.

WhenIsawatearbetweenhisfingersicriedtoo

Me:"xakulilawenakqalandithiniketatakhe"?

Afteraminutehegotupandwenttothebathroom,

washedhisfaceandcameback.Iwipedmy

tears,satupandwaitedforhimtojoinmeinbed



Him:"I'msorrybaby,IknowItookyouforgrantedbut

asIpromisedbeforeIstillpromisenangokuthat

youwillcomefirst.IknowIdon'tdeserveyoubutI

wantto,Iwanttodeserveyou...Justgivemea

chance.Please"

Me:"Iwantto...Ireallydobutit'shard"

Him:"okay...thenwhatdowedo?Leaveittotime"?

Me:"Idon'tknowNtando,Ireallydon'tknow.Ihave

kidstonurture,groomintogreatyoungmenIdon't

knowwhatdowedo"

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"

Him:"behonestwithme"

Me:"Kay"

Him:"usandithanda"?

Me:"whydoesitmatter"?

Him:"pleaseanswerme"



Me:"yes"

Him:"doyoustillmeasthatsamehusbandyou

foughtsohardtomarry?Evenwhentheoddswere

againstus"?

Itookadeepbreath...

Me:"wherearewegoingwiththis"?

Him:"doyoureallywanttodivorceme"?

Ikeptquiet

Him:''Luthandopleasebehonestwithme,areyou

seriousaboutthedivorcething"?

Me:"...I..."

Icouldn'tfindtherightwordstoanswer



him,especiallyregardingthefakedivorceissue

Me:"babendcelasigoduke,canwejustgotoPort

Elizabethfirst?Please"

Him:"okay"

Me:"sihambaninike"?

Him:"ngomso"

Me:"yhothankyou"

Him:"promisemewe'llgetthroughthis"

Me:"Ican'tpromiseyouthatI'mafraid"

Him:"kodwababydoyouknowhowharditisforme

toseeyouandnottouchyou,sleepnexttoyouand

notcuddlenorkissyou"?

Me:"doyouthinkitseasyforme"?

Him:"asifanikalokandyouknowthat"

Me:"nyhaniasifanibutwebothknowI'mthemost

affectionateoneheresohowdoyouthinkIfeel

kulemekosikuyo"?



Him:"butkalokletusfixthings,please"

Me:"wewill,whenwegethome.AtleastIthinkwe

cantry"

Hekeptquiet...

Myphonerang

Me:"Ranger"

Range:"hey,istaBeastwithyou"?

Ipassedhimthephone

Him:"Ranger"

Range:"shoGrootman,uthiuGhostkudalaekuzama

kwibhelazyakhoawufumaneki"

Him:"thatshouldtellhimI'mbusy,mxeleletoleavea

messageI'llgetbacktohim"

Range:"hesaiditsquieturgentta"



Him:"referhimtoPolocozIambusy"

Range:"butweneverhandleoGhostnjeGrootman,

areyousureaboutthis"?

Him:"ndithereferhimtoMarcus,Ranger"

Range:"roger"

Him:"andstopcallingmekwiphonekaLuthandoxa

ungandifumanikweyam.Leaveamessagekweyam

andI'llmakeitapointtogetbacktoyou"

Range:"shota"

Hehungupandreturnedmyphone...

Me:"Ishouldgostartondinner...wannahelp"?

Him:"butsisathethanje"

Me:"we'redonetalking,whateverelsecomesupwe'll

seetoitoncewe'rebacktoourownspace"

Henod...



Him:"canyougivemefiveminutes"?

Me:"mkay"

Igotupndamshiyaandwenttostartondinner,he

returnedGhostscallsandbriefedMarcusonwhat

thedealwasaboutthenhecametohelpme.Igave

himmeattomarinateandgrillthenwecooked,mntu

ngamnyeezicingelaonoyanabakhe

Him:"whydidyouchangethelocksendlini"?

Me:"seeingthatIfoundNomsainyourapartment

ekapaIfiguredumntuwenzaunothandakwakhe"

Hekeptquiet...

Me:"isshereallybipolarorkugezanjeaphakuwe"?

Him:"I'drathernotdiscussher"

Me:"haiboI'mjustasking"



Him:"beniyephingokubeningekho"?

Me:"I'drathernotdiscussthat"

Him:"oohinjalo"?

Me:"besiyobethwangumoyamfondini"

Him:"phikaloku"?

Me:"haikeI'mnotansweringthat"

Him:"youknowI'llfindoutright"?

Me:"youalwaysdo,justlikeIalwaysdoso

andothuki...WhenlastdidyouseeVincent"?

Him:"lastmonth"

Me:"andChloe"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...Whyareyouaskingaboutthem"?

Me:"Igotmailedthatshe'sappliedforajobatmy

bouquetinJo'burg"

Him:"mh,isshequalifiedforthatjob?Doesshemeet

therequirements"?

Me:"shedoes,wellthat'swhatherresumesays...but,I

don'tthinkIcanworkwithher.She'stoosneaky"



Him:"butyouworkquitewellwithLibhongo"

Me:"yhuLiboistentimesbetterthanChloemfondini

andeachandeverydayshe'sprovingherworth"

Him:"Ididn'tknowy'allhaveopenings"

Me:"Ididn'ttoo...butapparentlywedo"

Him:"mmh,wellyou'rethebossladywiththefinalsay.

I'msureyou'llfindtherightcandidate"

Me:"hopefully"

Him:"uKuhleumithisile"

Me:"latrampwayelelinayophaendlini"?

Him:"nope,aDUTfirstyearstudentandhisPA"

Me:"twoatonce?yho!Uthiniumakhulu"?

Him:"heonlytoldusngaloufundayo,Sihletoldme

aboutthePAizolo"

Me:"mh,Iguessitmustruninthebloodsana.But

whyningoneliyilentoninayobabe?Heseemed

prettyseriousaboutlamntanaandnowumithisatwo

differentpeople"?



Hegavemeadeathstarendaphelayintsini...

Looksdon'tkillkaloknje!

Me:"IguessI'mnotgettingmyanswer"

Him:"sowhatarewecooking"?

:Dmnkyho!

Wecookedtogether,dishedupandserved.During

dinnerhetoldhismomandkidsthatwe'releaving

tomorrow,wellitwaskindaexpectedIguesscozno

oneseemedsurprisedoranything.Afterthatwe

wenttobed,Iranmyselfabubblebathandsoaked

in...

Afteracoupleofminuteshewalkedinandsaton

thetoiletsink



Me:"youcametowatchme"?

Him:"I'dliketobatheyoumorethanwashyou"

Me:"nocando"

Him:"you'restillmywife"

Me:"andincaseyouwerewondering,you'restillmy

husbandbut,nocando"

Him:"mh"

Me:"pleaseclosethedooronyourwayout"

Him:"andifIwannastayandwatchyou"?

Me:"uzondenzauncomfortablepleasego"

Him:"I'veseenyourbodybefore,morethanamillion

timessoIdon'tgetwhyyou'dbeuncomfortable"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"andsengobabyngoku"?

Me:"Ntando"?

Him:"akhonoloveorsthandwaSamkeatleast"



:)Isawrightthroughwhathewasdoing...Mxm!

Me:"pleaseleavemealone,Iwannaenjoythisbathin

peacetu"

Him:"oh,youwantmetojoinyou?Withpleasure

babe"

Me:"Ididn'tsayth-"

Withinaflash,Ntandowasinthebathtubwithme.

Okay,otherfeelingsaside,thiswasthemostchildish

momentwe'vesharedinawhileandIjustloosened

upndamhleka

Me:"uyadikashame"

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiledtomyself...

Hewasrightnexttome,halfnakedandlaughinglike



alovestrickenpuppy.Hetouchedmycheekwitha

foamythumb...

Him:"whenlastdidItellyouyou'rebeautiful"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...Idon'tremember"

Him:"you'rebeautiful,verymuchevenso.I'mnot

sayingthisbecausendicenauxolelwabutitsthe

truth.Umhlenyhani,toapointthatumhleevenwhen

you'recrying"

Ismiled...notblushed

Him:"therewasatimewhenIusedtomakeyou

blush"

Me:"kantiwhatdidIjustdo"?

Him:"yousmiled"

Lolokay...



Hetakesnoticeallalong

:)

Him:"youknow,Idon'tcareaboutanythingelsebut

ourmarriage.IwannaseeyouhappyIwantyouto

feelmorethanknowthatIreallydoloveyou"

Ikeptquiet...

Idon'tknowwhatheexpectedmetosay

Him:"IcanmakemoneyanywhereIdecidetobe,

akhoneedreallytobeawayfromhomesoI've

decidedtolivewithyoufulltimenow"

Me:"don'tdousanyfavours"

Him:"ifanythingI'mdoingafavourformyself,nowI'll

gettobeinvolvedinmychildren'sdailylivesandget

toworkonourmarriage"

Itookadeepbreath...



Iwasn'texpectingthissuddenchangeofheart.

Me:"whynow"?

Him:"undivuleamehlobabeIwon'tlie,thethoughtof

losingyou...yho"

Me:"butyou'llstillhavearelationshipwithyoursons"

Him:"whyareyouspeakinginfuturetensekanene"?

Ilaughedathiscockedbrow

Him:"you'resupposedtosay'you'd'not'you'll'oram

Imissingsomething"?

Me:"uyazenzisa"

Him:"haibobabe,Ithoughtweburiedthisdivorce

nonsensealready"

Ikeptquiet...

Gotupandwenttoshoweroffthefoamleavinghim



guessing.AfterthatquickshowerIwenttothe

bedroom,worePJsandgotunderthecoversndalala.

HelatercametojoinmeIpretendedtobesleeping,

helotionedandgotinbedbutdidn'tswitchoffthe

light.IwaswearingshortPJpantsandavest,Ifelt

hishandonmythighasheplantedakissbelowmy

shoulder.Idrewalongstrokeofbreath,tryingnotto

reacttohisseductivetouches.

Hewhispered...softwarmbreathacrossmyneck

andintomyear

Him:"Imissyou"

Withthathishandmovedupmythightomywaist,

downmycrotchthenhecuppedmymound:oIlost

mybreathasmybloodrushedthroughmyveins,just

asIwasslowlyrecoveringfromthatsensitivetouch

hisentirebodyshiftedsowesuddenlybecametoo

close.



Me:"hm.mmhna"

Hekissedupmyshoulder,roundmyneckandback

uptomyear.

Him:"youreallywantmetostop"?
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Him:"baby"?

Me:"mh"?

Him:"tellyourselfthetruth,doyoureallywantmeto

stop"?

Ididn'trespondimmediately...Iwascontemplating

Heseductivelykissedmyneckwithoutsaying

anotherword.Iwasstrugglingtobreath,thisman

wastouchingmeinthemostsensitiveareasandhe

knewexactlywhathewasdoingontopofthat,my



bodywasbetrayingme..itwasrespondingverywell

tohisgestures.Iclosedmyeyes,slightlyopeningmy

lipsforbreathingasherubbedmymoundontopof

thefabricIhadon,hewentonandonhavingnot

stoppedwithhisneckkissestoapointthatI

snappedandheldhishandasitwasabouttogo

insidemyPJshorts.

Me:"pleasestop"

Him;"nyhani"?

Iremovedhishandfrommybody,turnedandlooked

athim,hewasseriouslybeggingforitandumzimba

wascryingoutloudwantinghis.Isatupandpulled

thecoverstocovermybody

Me:"babysexdoesn'tfixthings"

Him:"IknowthatbutIdon'tjustwantsex,Iwantto

makelovetoyou"



Iranahandthroughmyruffledhairandexhaled

Me:"timingNtando,timing"

Him:"babelovehasnotiming..."

Hesatuptooandturnedmetofacehim

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"youkeepsayingthat"

Him:"thenjustfortonightcanweforgetabout

everythingelse?I'vetriedresistingyoubutIcan't

anymore..."

Iwantedhimsobadtoo...

UnderneaththoseblanketsIhadmythighssmashed

togethertoavoidspillingthingsonthesheets.

Me:"Idon't..."

Him:"Iknowyoudon'ttrustme,butI'myourhusband



andnomatterhowmuchwefight.Veinsandevery

otherthingthatgoesalongwiththem,theydon't

knowwefought.Iftheykneworatleastcaredthen

wewouldn'tbehornyrightnow"

Me:"yousounddesperatenow"

HeuncoveredhimselfIsawhisbulgestandingup

beyondtheboxershewaswearing

Him:"thisiswhatyoudotome,okoufikile

ndinyamezelelentoebusukunasemini.Doyouknow

howpainfulitistosleepnexttoyourwifeandnot

touchherthewayyouusedto?Notkisshertheway

youwantto?Andsleepthroughouttheentirenight

rightnexttoherwithafuckenhardonbutthere's

absolutelynothingyoucandoaboutitbecauseyou

arethecauseofthesituationathand"?

Mynippleswerestandingtoattention,mypleasure

buttonwasonfiredownthere,mymouthwasdry



alreadyandbreathingwasjustabsurd.Ijustneeded

atouch...thenI'dexplode.Maybeevenleaveawet

spotonthesheetsthistime.

Hetouchedmyhipwhilekissingmyneck...

Him:"don'tfightthis"

Iclosedmyeyes...

Heknewexactlywheretotouchme,wheretokiss

me.

AssoonasIletgoofmybodyhegotup,layme

downandtookcontrol.AsIlaydownonmybackhe

kissedmefullonthelipsforafewminutes

Him:"I'vebeendreamingofthisday"

Ismiledandpulledhisheadtowardsmeandkissed

him.Inasecondourclothesflewacrosstheroom,I

missedtouchinghisbody.Hisabs:'(hisscent



:'(:'(goodLord!!!

Hemarinatedmybodywithkissesallthewaydown

tomypleasurepalacewhenhegottherehestopped

andlookedup

Iwaitedforafewseconds...

Me:"babywhydidyoustopkengoku"?

Him:"I'mjustadmiringyou,you'resobeautiful"

Iblushedandgaspedasheblewairintomywetlips.

WithmyeyesclosedIwaitedforhimtogofurther

andhedid,heopenedmylipsandhistonguedugin

anddrankupthejuices.Hestartedslowbutthe

paceincreasedandmybreathingshallowed,Ifelthis

tonguegoingdeeperandsomehowtherewasa

suctioninthatprocessIendedupreachingmy

climaxkwangoko.Thesheetssufferedthemostin

thatprocesscozthewayIwaspullingthem,the

worstcaseofallofthispleaaurewasthatIcouldn't

keepmymournsdown.Iwasusedtomyownroom

beingsoundproofnowhereIhadtocovermymouth

withapillowtosubsidethesexualnoiseshewas



makingmedo.Hemademefeelashiswifeshould,I

missedthat.Imissedhim.Imissedus.

You'dswearhewenttoschoolforthisish,andhis

ownhungerwasabonusbecausehereallygaveitto

me;hemaderealslowlovetome.Hetookmeto

placesonhighergroundsIevenfeltlikeIwas

floatingonclouds,atsomepointIwouldlookathim

justtobesureisenguyenaloundenzalento.

Afterthat...

Hepulledmeupontohisbody,myentirebody

restingonhisaswelaylikethattryingtocatchour

breath.

...

InthemorningIwokeupfirst,wenttoshoweroffthe

sexaromas,returnedandopenedupallthewindows

thenIgotdressedandwentdowntomakebreakfast.

Thekidscamedownreadyforschoolbatya

ipapa,wehuggedastheyleft.ItookipapaneteaKa



mamatoherroomthenItookminendatyela

phandle.Ntandocameoutthirtyminuteslater

Him:"morning"

Me:"morning"

Hecamecloser,kissedmycheekandsatdownright

nexttome

Me:"whattimeareweleaving"?

Him:"twelve"

Me:"sure"

Icontinuedeating,ifulambileuzaziyelaembizeni.

Whathappenedlastnighthasn'tchangedathing.

Him:"ulelinjani"?

Me:"fine"



Him:"guessyou'restillmadatme"

Me:"Ijustwannagohome,okay"?

Uvecameoutofthehouse...

Uve:"mamamlambile"

Me:"tellyourdad"

Uve:"ha.anamamamani"

Me:"hewethuitshokutatakhobaulambileyintoni

ekhalisayo"?
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EachtimeIclosedmyeyesIrelivedtheeventsofthe

previousnight,Ifoundmyselfsmilingtomyself.

Me:"damn"



Ilayonmybackonthebed,Icouldstillsmellhimon

thepillows.Igrabbedhispillowandhuggedit

buryingmyheaddeepinitsoIsmeltitalone...

Myphonerangndisaphuphangephezolo...

Ididn'twannaanswerit:'(ijustwantedtoliehere

andrelivethepleasuresoflastnight

Me:"hm"?

Him:"eksaljoudonerreksevirjou"

Isnappedandsatup:'(MarcusSmith!Damnhim

mani!

Me:"heyboet,hoegaandit"?

Him:"waarisjy"?

Me:"oos-londen,hoekomvrajy''?

Him:"ekisinPE"

Me:"ohreally?Whenareyouleaving"?



Him:"tonight"

Me:"okay,I'llcallyouwhenwe'rehome"

Him:"youjustsaidyou'reinEastLondonTrina"

Me:"Iknow,butwe'recominghomeintheafternoon

today"

Him:"okay,maybeI'llsleepoverthen"

Me:"I'dlovethat"

Him:"yousaidasifyoumissme"

Me:"haiboMarcIdomissyou"

Him:"tislekkernetso"

Me:"Iloveyouvha?Andmybabieswillbethrilledto

haveyouuncleMarc"

Him:"whichbabiesarewetalkingabout"?

Me:"allofthem"

Him:"mmh,eksalwagvirjouphonecallne"

Me:"sharp"



WiththatIreplacedthepillowtoitsplace,Iheardthe

carcominginsoIdecidedtochangeandgetready

forgoinghome.

Uve:"mamamthengeleicakeetown"

Iturnedaroundndamjonga,hehadacupcakeinhis

handandapacketofgummybearsontheother

hand.Iwasstillinundergarments:/

Me:"khazendphuzekqala"

Heliterallyrantome,Ibentdownandhuggedhim

kissingalloverhisface.Hisgiggleswereloud

Uve:"uthiutatamsawambathina"

Me:"uthiniyaphi"?

Uve:"uthisawambanawesagoduka"



Me:"mmh"

Ibitthecakeandgavehimwhatwasleftofit,he

smiledandwalkedout.Iworecaramelcoloured

Chinopantsmatchingblockheelsandals...

Justthen,taBeastwalkedin.Hestoodbehindme

sajonganaespiliniethecwaka,Igrabbedmywhite

shirtkubandizogqibezelaunxiba.Hishandlanded

onmywaist,hekepttheintenseeyecontact

Me:"whatareyoudoing"?

Idon'tknowwhythatcameoutawhisper:(

Hekissedmyneck,Isighed,hekissedagainI

swallowed.Somehowmythroatwasdrybutmy

mouthwaswatery

Me:"Ntandoplease"



Him:"yousmellgood"

WiththatIgotacouldmorekissesandsqueezesin

alltherightplaces.Hestoppedandwenttoshower...

IbreathedoutandcontinuedwithwhatIwas

doing,whenIwasdoneIwenttofetchthekids

bazonxiba.Ididn'tseeumakhuluanywhere,soIjust

tookmychildrenupstairsndabanxibisawhiletheir

Daddywasstillintheshower

Uba:"mamauphiuOwe"?

Me:"seskolwenibabe"

Uve:"sekolweninoSinomama"?

Me:"ewelove"

Bathula

Aswewerefinishingup,theirfatheremergedfrom

theshowerwazonxibanayeethecwaka.



Me:"uphiumama"?

Cwaka

Ndamjonga

Me:"tatakheuphiumakhulu"?

Him:"ushyekeetown"

Me:"sizohambaengekho"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...we'llcallher"

Me:"mmh"

Whythehellwashemoodykengoku?Yhuhaikemna.

Idressedmysonsfinishthenwewentdownstairs,

theywantedtowatchCartoonssoIturnedtheTVon

forthemandwenttodrinkwaterinthekitchen

Myphonevibratedinmypocket,Itookitoutndakhe

ndahleka.WhythehellwouldNtandocallme



ekwalaphaendlini?

Me:"hm"?

Him:"plscomeupstairs"

Me:"you'rekidding,right"?

Him:"pls"

-_-

Ihungupandwentupstairsndafikaebekethree

outfitsonthebed,Iknewimmediatelybandibizelwe

ukhethaiimpahlaforhim.Ididn'tevenwaitforhim

tosayit,IgavehimbeigeChinopants,Caramel

colouredsmart-casualshoeswithdarkbrown

bottomsandawhiteshirt

Him:"thanks...Iwantedtoaskyousomething"

Me:"shoot"

Him:"canwegoviaCapeTown?Ineedtofetcha



coupleofthingsthatImightneedwhileI'minPE"

Me:"whyungayiwedwaeKapa?Imaginewe'regoing

justaroundthecorner,nowufunasiyenaweekapa"

Him:"asizohlalaI'lljusttakethesethingsandleave"

Me:"asksomeoneakuphatheleeairport"

Him:"MarcusumntuozaziyouseBhayi"

Me:"Ranger?Ivor"?

Him:"Rangerakekho,Ivordoesn'thaveakeytothe

flatuneseapartment"

Whichflat?Lolmnk!

Me:"I'llthinkaboutit"

Gqibakwamndaguquka,hepulledmebythearm

Me:"we'renotteenagersbro,thismuststop"

Him:"awundifuninjenawe"
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Iwantedtolaughathimbuttheintensityinhiseyes

stoppedme

Him:"usand'qumbelebaby"?

Me:"no"

Him:"thenwhatisit"?

Me:"Ijustwannagohome"

Him:"hayLuusundenzaumntana"

Iloosenedmyarmfromhimbutdidn'tgoawayasI

wouldnormallydo,Istoodrightinfrontofhimand

lookedaheadstraightintohiseyes

Him:"Ithoughtafterlastnightwe'dbecoolbutever

sincewewokeupyou'vebeenignoringme"



Me:"guessI'mjustafraidtotrustyouagainlestyou

hurtme.Again"

Him:"Iknowit'stoomuchtoaskbutcanyoujustlet

go?Iampreparedtogoallthewaybutndivalelwa

nguwe"

Me:"butyougottaunderstandit'sstillearlydays

Ntandokunzimatojustforgetandmoveonasif

nothinghappened.Thisisreality,realfeelingsat

handsoyoucan'treallyexpectmetojustforgetall

thathashappened"

Hepulledmebythewaistandliftedupmychin...

Him:"let'stry,together.Forthesakeofourlove,our

marriageandourchildren"

Ilookeddownjustasanuninvitedtearescapedfrom

myeye,hesawitfirstandwipeditusinghisthumb.



Him:"I'mreallysorry.Foreverything"

Me:"Iknow..."

HepulledmeforahugImelted hugginghimfelt

sogood.Though itremindedmeoftheprevious

night'sevent.Ithoughtofawaytocrossmylegsbut

Icouldn'tfindany:(andIalsocouldn'tmoveoutof

hisembracendazincamaandjustmeltedlikebutter

onhotbuns.Hekissedthecrownofmyheadand

releasedme

Him:"weshouldgetgoing"

Me:"yeah"

Wetookourbagsdownstairs itisonlythen

thatIrememberedmybabies.Theywereplaying

togetherinthelounge

Ijustlaughedndiqond'bandinazoneentloni



Me:"nanaphakamanisihambeni"

Ubajumpedfirst

Uba:"sawambasagodukamama"?

Me:"ewebaby"

Uvejumpedtoowaphumaphandle,theirfather

laughedaswelockedupandleft.Wewentviaaunt

Noxolo'shousetobidfarewellsafikanomakhulu

ephayathenweleftfortheairport.Thewaymykids

weresoexciteditjustbroughtpeacetomyheart,we

settledinandthejettookoff...thensteadied.Ntando

wassittinginhisowncornerbusyonhislaptop

whileIwasplayingwithhissons.Whenwewere

nearingCapeTowntheyfellasleepndabalalisaand

wentovertositwiththeirdad.

Isatdownnexttohim,helookedupquizzically

Him:"balele"?



Me:"yeah,udewakantiwenzanjanike"?

Him:"zizoziswaeairport"

Me:"ngubani"?

Hejustlookedatme

Me:"Iguessthatlooksaysitall.Ishouldmindmy

ownbusiness"

Him:"Ididn'tsaythat"

Me:"itsokay"

Ilefthimandwentovertothebarfridgefor

somethingjuicyorwiney buttherewaswhiskey

and,stillwatertonicwaterqha

Him:"andthatface"?

Me:"kukhoizintozakhoqhaapha"

Him:"akhonejuice"?



Me:"no"

Him:"I'msureamanziakhonakodwa"

IrolledmyeyesathimasIreturnedtowhereIhad

satnexttohim.Heputthelaptopawayandgaveme

allhisattention,Ipretendedasifandimbonindasela

amanziwam.

AsIclosedthebottle,hewipedspilledwateronmy

chin

Me:"thanks"

Hetookhistimelookingstraightintomyeyes,I

blinkedafewtimesalmostfeelinguncomfortableby

thestare...

Him:"IloveyouyazLuthando"



Iswallowedhard...

Hekneltinfrontofmeholdingbothmyhands

Him:"IwasseriouswhenItoldyouIcan'taffordto

looseyoumamakhe"

UNtandoalwayshasawayofreachingthedepths

ofmyheartokowakhewandenzandamatha

andabinamazwitheveryfirsttimeIflewinhisPJ.

Me:"plsstandup"

Him:"uyandivaLuu"?

Itouchedthehischeekbone,helookedupatme.My

hearttoreintotwoasIfoughtwithvoiceurgingme

tokisshimthatverymoment.

Butthatwasinvain,Ilifteduphisfacewithbothmy



handsandkissedhim.

Wekissed.

Afterawhilehegotupstillholdingthekiss,helifted

meofftheseatashesatdownsoIsatonhimwith

myarmssnakingtheirwayaroundhisneck.Ihadto

stoptobreatheatsomepoint...

Ijustlaymyheadonhisshoulder,mylipsalmost

touchinghisneck,hisarmaroundmywaistandhis

otherhandonmylap

...myphonerang,Ilookedatthescreen,putthe

phoneonsilentandputitbackinmypocket.Ihad

nothingtosaytoAnelisa.Notnow.Ihadmyown

marriageproblemstofixIdidn'tanextra.

Thisphonevibratedagain...

Him:"won'tyouanswerthat"?

Me:"nguAnelisa"

Him:"mphendulekalok"



Iremovedmyphonefromthepocket,pressedthe

answerkeyandloudspeakerthenndamnika

Her:"S'bongile"?

Me:"hm"

Her:"ulelenah?Canyoutalk"?

Me:"ha.a"

Her:"okayke,I'llcallsomeothertime"

Me:"sure"

Ntandohungup

Him:"shedoesn'tsoundlikeherself"

Me:"yeah"

Heplantedakissonmycheekaswelanded,Igotup



fromhimkubaezophakamatogomeetwhoever

broughtwhateverheneededfromCapeTown.

AshewalkedoutIdecidedtocallAnelisaback

Her:"hello"

Me:"uright?Youdon'tsoundgood"

Her:"ndisharp"

Me:"mh,whydidyoucall"?

Her:"IwantedtotellyouthatwehavefoundGudda"

Me:"okay"

Her:"that'sallyou'regoingtosay?You'renot

interestednokubaufumanekephi?Nini?Njani"?

Isighedsilently...

Me:"what'simportantisthathe'sbeenfound"



Her:"mkmkayiyandoyisayazsometimesindlela

owenzangayoizinto.Infactkwaindlelaocinga

ngayo''

Ijustkeptshutkemna

Her:"thisisyourbrother,butyoudon'tseemtocare

onebit"

Me:"Ijustdon'tknowwhatyouexpectfromme"

Her:"Iexpectyoutocareqhaqwaba"

Me:"okay"

Shemumbledsomethingandhungup,Ithrewmy

headbackandclosedmyeyes.Afteraboutcloseto

fifteenminutesNtandoreturnedandweheaded

home.

Yhoungenakwamendliniyamndavelandonwaba

emphefumlweni.Icarriedoneofmysonsandmy



handbagNtandocarriedtheothersonsangena

ndababekaonthecouchandcoveredthemwitha

throwthenIwenttoclearoutmyfridge the

stenchfromitjustkilledmendingena.Ntandowent

backtothecartofetchourbagsthenhecameto

thekitchen

Me:"ovukakwabantwanaweneedtogoandbuy

groceriestatakhe"

Him:"Icangonow,whatdoyouneed"?

Me:"akhontoikhoyoaphanje"

Him:"kalokwritedownezizintouzidingayo"

Istoppedandlookedathimwiththedishclothinmy

hand

Me:"awufunuhambanathi?Enzalentondiyenzayo

keI'llgoonmyown"



Hesmiled...

Thatcockysmileedikayo

Him:"ndiyakucingelakalokmaybeudiniwe"

Okayndathula.
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WhenIwasdonecleaningmykitchenIcontinuedto

theloungendazidlalelaumculo,hejustliftedhislegs

andlaythemonthecouch.

"Mamam"

Ilookedup,Uvecamedownthestairspullingateddy

nowmyfearwasthatuzokhalangendlala

Uve:"afunutatamma"

Me:"he'srighthere"



Uve:"kawambangayena"?

NtandolifteduphisheadyhoUveliterallyrandown

thosestairstohisfather,heliftedhimupwambeka

onhimbancokolaasIfinishedupthenIwentto

wakeupUbasowecouldgoshopping.Hewas

moody likereallymoodyallthewayto

Greenacres

Westartedwithgroceries,cerealsandeverything

'kitchen'thenwewentovertobuyourtoiletries

Uba:"mamaafunukhepsima"

Uve:"ha.aafunulandosmama"

Ilookedattheirfatherandshrugged,hesmiledand

pushedthetrolleytoourcarintheparkinglot.

Weunpackedfromthetrolleypackingintothecar

okobethethaabaecaleni



Uve:"mamammani"

Me:"UdikweyintoniUvelile"?

Uve:"sambesiyeLandos"

Uba:"hayimaniUvesoyaekhepsinehmamam"

Me:"Idon'tknow,askdaddy.Idon'thavemoney"

Uba:"daddy"

Uve:"tatam"

thesekidsthough!

Him:"wearenotgoinganywhereelsebuthome"

Uba:"afunukhepsimatatatchi"

Uve:"hayUbamanafunulandosmatchi''

Helookedatme,Ishrugged.Hebentdownsquatting

sohecouldbetheirlevel

Him:"bothofyou,sayplease"



Uve:"zandthengelanetata"?

Him:"ifyousayplease"

Aminutepassedbejongene...Withoutsayingaword.

Ithinktheygotthatpridefromme andI'mnot

proudofit,butI'mjustbeinghonest.

Uba:"P'easedaddy"

Uvemumbledbeforehealsosaidpleasethenwe

lockedthecarsayothengawhattheywanted.Then

NtandowantedSpurribsandsteak,Ididn'tknow

whatIwantedhejustboughthismealforthetwoof

usthenweheadedhome.WhenwegotthereI

instructedhissonstositdownsothatIcouldgive

themtheirfood,Iwarmeditabitthenndabanika.He

warmedforhimselfwhileIunpackedthegroceries

wahambawayotya.Myphonerang....

Me:"Amanda"?



Her:"hichomiunjani"?

Nowthiswasasurprise...

Me:"I'mfinethankyou,unjaniwena"?

Her:"surviving...Iuhm,Iwasjustcheckinguponyou.

Sinqabelene"

Me:"youcansaythatagain...but,uright?Likesure

sureareyouokay"?

Shesighed..

Me;"Amandawhatisit"?

Her:"mylifeismessedupbro"

IstoppedwhatIwasdoingandsatdownonthebar

stoolsinmykitchen



Me:"whatdoyoumean"?

Her:"eversinceXdiedIcouldsayapartofmedied

withhim"

Me:"itsunderstandablethough,hewasamajorpart

ofyourlife"

Her:"thenIuhm...Pleasedon'tjudgemeaboutthis.I

justneededsomeonetotalkto"

Me:"oh-kay"

Her:"Iuhm,IgotinvolvedwithOceanafewmonths

afterweburiedX"

Me:"Oceanasinhisfriend"?

Her:"yes,andIknowwhatyou'rethinkingokay.Don't

sayit...IneededtofillthevoidXleftmewith"

Me:"yho"

Her:"threemonthsago,girlfriendKaOceanfoundout

aboutusandshe'souttogetme"

Me:"soyouguyscontinuedokoko"?

Her:"yes,butitwasasecretthingwelluntilthepast

fewmonths"



Me:"yhoAmanda,howdidthegirlfriendfindout"?

Her:"Oceantoldher.Hewasactuallybreakingup

withherbecausehewantstomarryme"

Me:"yhooo!Bro"

Her:"yeahhey"

Me:"canIaskyousomething"?

Her:"yeah"

Me:"doyoureallyloveOcean,liketothepointof

marriageorishestillarebound"?

Her:"Ilovehimnow,he'sbeengreatbro.Eventomy

childhe'sbeenutata"

Me:"areyoureadyformarriage?Icanhonestlytell

youitsnoteasyemtshatweniespeciallywitha

gangsta.Areyouready"?

Shekeptquiet...



Me:"andikumoneli,don'tgetmewrong.I'mmarriedto

iBossKaOceanandit'snoteasy.yeszikhonaiiperks

buttherealityoftheirlifestyleikwenzauphileubomi

bentshontshonje"

Her:"Iknow...ButIlovehim.AndIwantstabilityin

mylife.ActuallyIneedstabilityinmylife"

Me:"mmkay''

Her:"youdon'tagree"

Me:"haywethuAmishifyouthinkyou'reupforit

then,goforit"

Her:"ingxakiesamephambikwethungugirlfriendlo"

Me:"sewulotyolwephofwena"?

Her:"ewechomitwomonthsago"

Me:"oohhaikekungcono,atleastheseemsserious

ngawenaye"

Her:"yeahhey...Thankyouforlisteningtome.And

notjudging"

Me:"I'mnotGodchomi,Ialsohavemyownflaws"



Her:"yhuuuwena"?

Me:"haibowakhuzakangaka"?

Her:"uyirolemodelkalokwena,flawszantoni?Hay

sudlalangathipls"

Yhuandayihleka rolemodel?Me?Wow?!!

Me:"abonaBantubadlalangamninikantiyaz"

Ntandowalkedinandlookedatmescepticallyashe

pouredhimselfjuice

Her:"evenourboyfriendssayweshouldlookupto

younje"

Me:"banenzamuncusana"

Nowshelaughed,weconversedsomemorethen

laterhungupndagqibezelalentobendiyenzaand



tookmyfoodtotheloungeandtheboyswere

finishinguptheirfatherwasjustwatchingsportsoI

satonmyowncouchndathulandatya

Him:"uzokwenzanjaningoFats"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkweneedherxaukhonanawe"

Him:"butI'mnotgonnabeahousehusbandbabe"

Me:"thekidsareoldenoughtoattendpreschoolor

daycare,I'llbeworking,you'llbeworkingtoo.

SizamthiniuCcFats''?

Him:"housechores"?

Me:"Ithinkwe'llmanagejustfinetatakhe"

Him:"ndiyamcingelakaloksthandwasamakazoba

nastableincomengoku"

Me:"ooh...butkewedon'treallyneedher"

Him:"okay"

Itookamomentndamjonga,mnkhereallydoes



haveaheartthough.

Me:"I'llcommunicatewithher,maybeshecancome

duringholidaysxabelaphaooSinoke"

Him:"that'sbetterthannothing"

Me:"hm"

Iatemyfoodfinishandwenttoputtheplatesinthe

kitchen,uponmyreturntothelounge,Landilecalled

me.

Me:"thisisanicesurprise"

Him:"ungandibethisingotaBeast"

Me:"ninayolontokeyomenzairakieumyenam"

Him:"ohsuka!Hehmanndikukhumbuleyaz"

Me:"ncooopethuna"



Helaughed,hubbyarchedhisheadndamjonga

ndamhleka

Him:"ublushisaindodaendalakangaka"

Me:"ndikubizengelagama"?

Him:"Teehaymfethu"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"whenlastdidyouspeaktomybrother"?

Me:"notlongago,why"?

Him:"he'snottakingmycalls"

Me:"hemustbebusywethu,I'msurehe'llreturn

them"

Him:"Idoubt.Undiqumbele"

Me:"uSosoakaqumbi,whathaveyoudonetohim"?

Him:"Irefusedtovisithimnextmonth"

Me:"haysungcolaapha,hemissesyoufondini"



Him:"Imisshometoo,makabuyenayemfondini"

Me:"he'sworking,you'restudying.Bigdifference"

Him:"Iknewuzamthethelela"

Me:"ungabimuncukeplease,gotoPortugal

kuzophelanoshumanekaoku"

Him:"rhaayazusile"

Ilaughedathim,wespokesomemorethenhehung

up.Mykidsweredrowsy

Me:"Nanasambesolala"

Uve:"tatayenazawamba"

Ilookedathim...

Wellhehadtosaysomethingkalok.
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Him:"ambolalandodaI'mnotgoinganywhere"

Uba:"siwambesolalanawekalok"

Hetookaminutebutheeventuallygotuptaking

thembothandwalkedupthestairs

Uve:"sambesolalamama"

Me:"ndyezayoungking"

Ndaqoqoshaphaelounge,tookmyphonetocallmy

brothersasIlayonthecouch.Imissedthembut

ndaqalangoMarcsincehesaidhe'saround

Him:"MrsNtabeni"

Me:"hahatheaccentthough"

Webothburstlaughing



Me:"howbusyareyou?AreyouevenstillinPE"?

Him:"yes,I'mgoingtoameetingrightnowbutI'm

freeforsupper"

Me:"shoulditakeyououtordoyouwantmetocook

foryou"?

Him:"...mmh"

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn'tcomewithLindaplease"

Helaughed

Me:"Maaaarc"

Him:"getoveryourself!She'smychick,getusedtoit"

Me:"esheee!Dudeifyou'recomingtomyhousepls

don'tcomewithher.Asseblief"

Him:"thenI'mnotcomingtoyourhouse"

Me:"hayMarcus"

Him:"jamos"

Me:"sienwatsydoennou?Onsisfamilie,watissy?

Net'ngirlfriend"



Him:"syismygirlfriendTrina,maarjy'sgelukkigdat

syisniehiernie"

Me:"waarissy"?

Him:"indiekaap"

Me:"oosojykanaleennamyhuistoekom''?

Him:"jamoseksêvirjou"

Me:"jerredankietog"

Him:",jyhetissuesmeisiekind"

Me:"yeahwhatever,sowhatdoyouwannaeat"?

Him:"anythingwithmutton,itsbeenalongtimesince

Iatethatmeat"

Me:"mmkaysure"

Him:"eksaljoulaterbelneh"

Me:"ayt,sienjoulater"

Hechuckledandhungup



JustasIwasabouttodialLuke,Ntandocameback

andjustgawkedatme

Me:"sup"?

Him:"you'vebeenonthatphonesincewegot

here,kindafeelslikeyou'reignoringmypresence"

Me:"hau,butIthoughtniyolalanjetatakhe"

Him:"balele"

Heliftedmylegsupandsatdownwheretheywere

thenhelaythemonhislap...

Helookedatthephoneinmyhand

Him:"whoareyoucallingnow''?

Me:"mybrother"

Him:"oh,apparentlyyourotherbrotherisbackinthe

hood''



Me:"Luu"?

Him:"Gudda"

Me:"mxm,I'mcallingLuu"

Him:"he'salsoyourbrother"

Me:"don'tyouwanticecream"?

Itriedgettingup,heheldontomylegs

Him:"Idon'twantnoicecream"

Me:"Iwantit,letgoofmylegsbro"

Him:"I'mnotyourbro,and,we'retalkinghere"

Isighed...

Me:"youknowhowIfeelaboutthosepeople"

Him:"Ido,butthatdoesn'tchangethefactthatthey

arestillyourfamily"

Me:"Iknow"



Him:"youshouldcheckuponhim,Iknowhe'd

appreciateit"

Itookamomentandjustlookedathimwithout

sayingaword

Him:"what"?

Me:"sincewhenareyouadvocatingforthem"?

Him:"I'mnot,Ijustknowtheimportanceoffamily"

Me:"butNtandoIhavemyfamilynje,nottheone

you'repushingmeinto"

Him:"Ilikeitbetterwhenyoucallmebabe,ngoku

ingathindibizwangumakhulu"

Ijustlaughedathim

Him:"youshouldlaughoften"



Istoppedndazenzaseriousinasecond.

HetickledmeyhoIstartedlaughingalloveragain

anditwaspainful.Theticklingpart...

UntilIfellonthefloor,thenhestartedlaughing

Ijustlaytherelookingupathim

Me:"I'llchaseyououtyaz,uphindeleaphouvela

khona"

Him:"inyourexpireddreams,I'mgoingnowhere"

Me:"don'tbesosurebhuti"

Him:"Uvewillmakeyouhuntmedown,thatIknow

forsure"

itstrue!Thatchildngotatakhe!Isatupand

joinedhim

Me:"don'tyouthinkthey'respoilttoomuch"?

Him:"whydoyouask"?

Ishrugged



Me:"...todayatthemall"

Him:"theyjustwantattentionbabeman,they'llgrow

outofit"

Me:"buttatakhedoyounoticehowdemandingthey

canbe?Like,ifsomethingdoesn'tgotheirwaythey

getsupermadandthrowtantrums"

Him:"bafuzewenakemostcertainly"

Me:"what?Me?Hayuyaphosisa"

Him:"seriouslybabe,you'redemandinginnature.

Evenwhenyoudon'tsayitoutloud,yourfacial

expressionandeyeswillsayit"

Me:"butnguweodemandingnje"

Him:"nowthat'sapurelie"

Me:"wena?Therearetimesndiqondbayou've

forgottenthatI'mnotoneofyourboysqha

ndiz'xelelebaIwon'targuefurtherndikuyeke"

Him:"haymamakheuyandityholakodwa"

Me:"YhoooNtandomasyeke"

Him:"babe"



Me:"ohsorry,babywam"

Hemovedforwardandplantedapeckonmy

lips...babysteps

Me:"Comehelpmecookdinner,mybrotherwillbe

joiningus"

Him:"whichbrother"?

Me:"Polo"

Him:"yho,okay"

Me:"ukhuzantonikengoku"?

Him:"haymasambe"

IdecidedtodropitsoIgotupandwenttothe

kitchen,hefollowedrightbehindme.Idefrostedthe

mutton,gavehimveggiestocleanandchop...



Him:"Nkosikazi"

Me:"haybabeuzondenzandicing'bendingu

Noluthando"

HeburstoutlaughingIignoredhislaughter

Him:"mntuwam"

Me:"Leavemealone"

Him:"oohbaby,cummonyintoniingathiawuqhelanga

uteketiswa"

Me:"unkosikazisisteketiso"?

Hedroppedtheveggiesandcametohugmefrom

behind,kissingmyneck.

Me:"usukekum"

Him:"butIloveyou''

Me:"uzofikauMarcsingekagqibiuphekamfondini



sukakum"

Him:"firstgimmeakiss"

Me:"Idon'toweyou,yicelekalok"

Him;"butyou'remywifesoI'mkindaentitledtoit"

Me:"entitledmyleftbigfoot!ThesearemylipsI'm

entitledtonotkissingyouifIdon'twantto"

Him:"canwenowagreethatbafuzewena

abantwanabakho"?

Me:"uyadikauyeva?Uyadikashame"

Hesqueezedandkissedmethenwenttocontinue

withwhathewasdoing.Myphonerang oko

sifikilendireceiverleft,rightandcenterphofezakhe

iiphonezithecwaka

Me:"yhuIwonderundicingiswayintoniuFaith

nkosiyam"

Ntandolookedatmeandsmiled,Iknewhewanted

tosaysomethingbutshamehereservedwhateverit



was.

Me:"MakaLaa"

Her:"heybabyunjani"?

Me:"I'mgreatunjaniwena"?

Her:"I'mgreat,ndinicingilemanbaphiabantwana"?

Me:"baleleyaz,butIcancallyoubackwhenthey're

up"

Her:"ohalright,otherwisewenauserightemzini"?

Me:"hahayeahhey,Everythingisperfect"

Andimfunikeumntuondibuzangomtshatowam

mna!

Her:"I'mhappytohearthat.I'mgoingonaretreat

weekendawayatthebeginningofnextmonth.Don't

youwannacomewith"?

Me:"ndinabantwananjemnaFaith"

Her:"IknowbutIcanorganiseforyouumntu



woshiyekanaboifyouwant"

Me:"izobanguwenabani"?

Her:"IplannedtogoalonebutIthoughtofyouif

you'reavailable"

Me:"okayplsgivemetimetotalktomyhusband

thenI'llgetbacktoyou"

Her:"okaykeI'llwaitforyourcallneh"?

Me:"Yesma'am"

Her:"alrightkesharp"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup

Ilookedatmyhusband'scuriousfaceandlaughed.

WhoeverthoughtFaithwouldbelikethiswithme?A

weekendawaynogal?

Him:"uthiniudab'swakho"?

Me:"shewantsustogoonaweekendawaytogether



"

Him:"that'sanicegesture"

Me:"Neh"?

Him;"Youdon'tthink"?

Me:"yougottaunderstandI'mstillsurprisedkalok

baby"

Him:"butyouwanttogo"?

Me:"I'vegotnothingtolose,right"?

Him:"mmh,youcango.Ifyoureallywantto"

Me:"Areyousure"?

Him:"Ijustwantyoutobehappy,andbesidesthat

she'syourfamilymaybelentoyenucouldbirtha

strongerrelationshipregardingthispartofyour

family"

Me:"thereyougoagain"

Him:"butbabe.."

Me:"let'sdropit"



Wathula

Wecontinuedcookinginsilence
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Ntando'spresenceinthehousesomehowseemed

tocalmme,thoughyesIstilldidn'ttrusthimbut

havinghimhometwenty-foursevenwassomething

newtoallofus.Attimesthough,Ifeltlikendizovuka

esithiuyahamba...

Like,ibangathindilaliswanjeuboyabandilibale

ngayoyonkelentobutitwashardtoforgetIdon't

wannalie,itwasveryhard.YesIwantedtofullytrust

him,liketrusthimwithmylifeagainbutitwastoo

risky myheartwouldn'tsurviveanother

disappointmentjustyet,itwasstillonitshealing

process.

*Ntando*



IdecidedtostartalegitcompanyinPEthatwillkeep

mebusyandmaybegenerategoodrevenuethoughI

knewverywellthatlegitmoneycannevercompare

tobloodmoney.Iboughtsharesatawellknown

hotelandwiththat,thelegitbusinessmaninme

hopedtoprosperinthisnormallife.Iwasn'ttotally

abandoningmyotherlife,butamanhasgotto

prioritize.Right?

IcamesoclosetoloosingmyfamilythatIcouldn't

thinkpasttheeventsofthepastfewweeks,even

lookingatmysonsandrememberingthatforawhile

theyweresomewherearoundtheglobeandItotally

hadnocluewheretofindthem.Ithinkitssafetosay

IunderestimatedLuthando Icouldnttraceher

down,Ievenpaidtopnotchguysinthebusinessto

tryandfindherbuttheycouldn't.Theydidn't.Heee

yey!

She'soneheckofawoman!IknewChumawas

crazy,Anelisawasdoublethat...ButLuthando?

LuthandotrashedandburntmyRange

Roverasifliphela,shesmashedmy

phones..honestlyspeakingIdonteverwannasee



thatLuthandoerupt.Shesdangerous.Lomntu

withinablinkofaneyeshedestroyedthethingsI

workedhardforhalfmylifebutevenso,itdidn't

matterbecauseunliketheothers,shedidn'twantme

dead.Shemostprobablywantedtodestroy

everythingthatI'vebeenhidingbehind,everyfaçade

whileIwasbusydoingsomethingelse.Iunderstood

her...

Iwasn'tevenangry,thatmomentallIwantedwasto

justholdher,kissherforeheadandapologize .

"Uve,Uba?Mommy'shome"

"Babeniphi"?

Ilookedup...

Ihaddozedoffatthenurseryroomwhileputtingthe

boystobed,justforanafternoonnap

Me:"nursery"



Iheardherfootstepsasshecameupthestairs,the

boyswerefastasleepaswehadbeenplayingall

morning..

Shewalkedin,threwhershoestotheothersideof

theroomandjoinedusonthemattressthatwasat

thecentreoftheroom.

ooUvebayakhula,theydidn'twannasleepintheir

cotscozayikhoeyamindawo.

Luu:"howwasyourday"?

Me:"playful.Ubabalookoefunakudlalweifootball"

Luu:"butI'msureUvelilebulliedy'alloutofthat"

wellsheknowsherson...

Me:"howwasyourday"?

Luu:"productive,but..IhavetogotoJo'burgngomso"

Me:"what'stheurgency"?

Luu:"whenlastdidIcheckonmybusiness



kwelacala"?

Me:"we'llgowithyou,ifyoudon'tmind"

Luu:"I'mgoingtobeinbusinessmeetingsallday

babewhat'sthepoint"?

Me:"itsfinekalokwe'lljustgotouncleVince"

Luu:"mmkay,nihlelinizohambafreeanyway"

Shekissedtheboysandleft,Icheckedthetime.It

wasstillearly...

Ifollowedherdownthestairs

Me:"mamakheplslendeyourcarIneedtobuy

myselfnewphones"

Luu:"butyouhaveaphone"

Me:"Isaidphones,IknowIhaveaphonebutIcan't

usemypersonalphoneforbusinessaswell"

Luu:"andwhichbusinessarewereferringto"?

Me:"haikengokLuthando"



Luu:"kalokIwannaunderstandwhyyou'dneednew

phonesunephoneseziyinqwaba"

Me:"whichphonesarewereferringto"?

Luu:"yourphones"

Me:"arewetalkingaboutthesamephonesyou

crushedintopiecesandpowder''?

Luu:"andwho'sfaultwasthat"?

Me:"babepls"

Iheardamumble ‍♂

Me:"Ididn'ttellyouthissowecanstartanargument

andstartpointingfingersateachother"

Luu:"kuqalewenakamnandi"

Isighed,tookhercarkeys.Minehadn'tbeen

deliveredyetandtherewasnowayIwasgonnawin

thisargument,instead,weweregoingtogo



backwardstoaplaceIwantedtokeeplockedoutof

ourlives.Forever.

Me:"seeyoulater"

Shedidn'tanswer...

Iknewshedidn'tfullytrustmeyet,andthisthingof

havingtoomanyphoneswassomesortofconcern

forherbuttruthbetold,Ireallycouldn'tjusthaveone

phone.She'sabusinesswoman,sheshouldknow

better,andontopofthat,shealsohasmorethanone

phone.

Idrovetotown,Edgar'swasmyfirststopthenIwent

straighttoTelkomofficesonlybecauseoftheir

affordablerates .IboughtthreephonesthenI

drovearoundthebeachandparkedtherefora

coupleofminutes...

Freshaircleansesthemindandsoul.



"Thisisanicesurprise"

IclenchedmyteethasIrecognisedthatvoice,thenI

turnedandmyeyesmetwithNomsa!

BeforeIcouldsayanything,mymindracedto

Luthando...Ifshecouldcoincidentallypitchhereit

wouldlooklikeIknewthisNomsawomanwasinthe

hood.ForasplitsecondIdidn'tknowwhattosay...

Her:"youlookinggoodman,Imustsay...Wifeyknows

howtohandlesuchastallion"

Ilookedather..

Youknowitspathetichowonewouldconstantly

ignorethewarningsignswhenprovidedwiththem?I

knewimmediatelythatifIentertainthiswomanI'd

beinbiggertroublethantheoneIwasalreadyin

(andstilltryingtofixinmyhousehold)Ireturnedto

mycarwithoututteringaword.



Her:"haiboNtandoarewegonnaactlikestrangers

now"?

Me:"GetalifeNomsa.Please"

Istartedtheignition,shestoodrightinfrontofmy

car.Ihooted,wasukeumntuwabekaiizandla

esinqeni ‍♂

Me:"hehNomsafokofman"

Her:"youwon'tignoremelikeI'msomestinking

rubbishNtando"

Me:"wellyou'reactinglikerubbishrightnow.Getout

ofmywaymanIdon'thaveallday"

Shescratchedherbag,removedlipstickandputiton

Iturnedofftheignitionndaphuma

Me:"jongasundiqhelauyevha?Sundiqhelakakubi

mfethu''



Her:"uzakwenzani?Huh?Lontouzithembile"

Me:"Nomsadon'ttrymypatiencepls.Donot,I

repeat,donottrymypatience"

Her:"orwhat?Honeyyou'reawhimpkalokwena

suzenzaisgorakum"

Ipulledherbythearmandthrewheraside,yho

yangathindicofeiqhoshaelingacofwayo.She

startedbrawlingandmakingonehelluva

noise,obviouslyattractingattentionfromby-passers

Her:"Never!Isay,N E V E R

manhandlemeeveragain.You'llregretit"

WellshewasoutofmywaysoIjustwalkedback

intothecar,shecameafterme,bangingonthe

windowasIstartedthecar.Iwasgettingangry...

Idon'tusuallygetangrysoquicklybutwithher,Iwas

fumingdeepinside.Iopenedthedoorndaphuma.



Her:"look,I'msorry..Iloveyou.Yesthatwasn't

supposedtobeonthecardsbutI-"

Me:"Nomsa!Stoptouchingme.Heygetthosefilthy

handsoffme"

Shestoodback..startled

Me:"nowlistentome,I'vebeentojailbefore.I've

erasedpeoplefromthefaceoftheearthbefore,I've

cutofflimbsfromlivingpeoplebefore...Don't

fuckentestme!I'llfuckyouupyou'llregrettheday

youseteyesonme.Uyandiva?Nowgetthefuckout

ofmywayandfuckoffmylife!Nxxx"!

Igotintothecaranddroveoff...

Backhome.

Luthandowasfinishingup,Iwentstraighttoher



ndishiyenezophoneemotweni.Coincidentallyshe

turnedjustasIwasabouttohugherfrombehindso

Ijusthuggedheranyway

Luu:"oh-kay...ugrandtatakhe"?

Me:"sssh"
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DinnerwithMarcwasablast!

ItwasnicehavingUncleMarcaroundandUbahas

noUncles becausedaddyreferstoMarcas

PolosoUbadecidedthatuncleMarcisjustPolo!

Me:"sowhenlastdidyouseeyourson"?

Marc:"twoweeksback,justbeforeIcamehere"

Me:"andLiz"?

Ntandoclearedhisthroat,Iignoredhim.



Marc:"amonthago,Ihearshe'swithVincentnow"

Me:"hm,thatwasfast"

Marc:"hm,anyway...Wherehaveyoubeen?I

searchedalloverforyou,noteventheillestniggaz

couldtrackyoudown"

Bae:"askthatagain"

Me:"youguysshouldlearntotakehints.Ifyourbest

guyscouldn'ttracemethenyoushouldhavejust

calledSosoagain,likeyoudidwhenIwaskidnapped

"

Marc:"Beast,didn'tyoucallthatTituskid"?

Bae:"Idid,hesaidhedidn'tknowwheresheis"

Me:"youaskedawrongquestion"

Bae:"soyoumeantotellmethatallthattimeyou

wereinPortugalbabe"?

Me:"Ineversaidthat..."

Marc:"mnkmnk,you'regrowinghuh?IguessIshould

acceptthatnow"



Me:"umamelebabe"?

Bae:"wheredoIf-"

Uba:"Polo"

Sothukasonke

Marc:"olaboy"

Uba:"ithiYa'KingkalokPolo"

Marc:"whatwasthat"?

Bae:"youngking"

Marc:"heee,okay,naweithiunclekalok"

Uba:"awuunclewena"

Bae:"UbaspeakEnglish"

Uba:"why"?

Bae:"becauseuncleMarcdoesn'tspeaklikeyou"

Uba:"Poloyoudon'speaklarkme"?



Marc:"Idonow...Wheredidyoulearntospeak

English?You'renotevenindaycareyet"

Uba:"uncleKuhleyafundisanoUve"

Me:"nam"

Uve:"notatayafundisaUba"

UbabalojustignoredusandplayedwithMarcusuntil

bedtime,Marcussleptinthespareroomthenwe

wenttoourownroomafterNtandoputthekidsto

bed.

Ishoweredandjoinedhiminbed...

Him:"comecloser"

Iwentclosertohim,ourbodiestouched...

Heranafingerdownmylengthmyentirebody

shiveredandhenoticed.



Him:"youmeantheworldtome"

Ijustlookeddownathischest..

Him:"Iknowitwilltaketimeandalotofefforttoget

backtowherewewerebut...Canweatleasttry"?

Me:"Ineedtimetoheal,totrustyoucozIdon't."

Him:"Iknowyoudon't,andIdon'tblameyou.We'll

surelygetthere"

Me:"itsnotaseasyasyoumakeittatakhe"

Him:"you'remywife,I'myourhusband.That'swhat

matters"

Me:"YesI'myourwifeandyesthesexisbeyond

imaginationbutmarriageisn'tonlyaboutthat..."

Him:"Iknow...onestepatatime"?

Me:"andprayer"

Hepeckedmeonthelips...



Him:"nowtellme,wereyouguysreallyinPortugal"?

Me:"goodnightlove,Ineedmybeautysleep"

Ipeckedhislipsandburiedmyfaceinhischest,he

chuckledashekissedthecrownofmyheadand

pulledthecovers.

...

Aweeklater...

IhadameetingwiththePEstaffearlyinthe

morningsowhenIleftthefamwasfastasleepbut

hubbyhadpromisedthathehadnowheretogosoI

leftwithoutbathinghissonsukhonauzobavasa.

Tholukuthixandiphuma,gqi-gqingoNomsa .

Now,I'mabusinesswoman,Iwasn'tabouttogiveher

thesatisfactionofcausingasceneonthestreetsof



PortElizabeth.Nope.Iwalkedrightpasther,straight

tomycar..

Her:"uhm..Sib-ImeanMrsNtabeni"

Iwalkedon...

Sheranaftermeandtappedonmyshoulder,I

stopped,turnedandlookedatherbehindmyshades

Me:"urh..canIhelpyou''?

Her:"hiunjani?I'mnotsureifyourem-"

Me:"NomsahowcanIhelpyou"?

Her:"ohyouremembered,Iuhm...Ihaveabusiness

proposalforyou"

Me:"thanks,butnothanks"

Igotintomycar..



Her:"youhaven'tevenheardwhatIhavetosay"

Me:"that'sbecauseI'mnotinterestedsweety"

Her:"Comeon,itsagreatdealandevenyourPAsaw

itshetoldmehoweageryou'dbetoconsiderit"

Me:"youshouldhavetoldherwhoyoureallyare,she

knowsverywellthatIdon'tworkwithslutsnowtake

ahike"

Istartedmycaranddrovehome,ooNtandobaw'ze

bakwenzeleiintshabaeziunnecessarynje.Before

goinghomeIwenttobuythe"confusedcake"I

neededsomethingsweet,Icravedsomethingsweet.

Afterthatiwentstraighthome,fikakuthenicwaka...

Idon'tknowwhetheritstheinsecurityorwhatbutI

gotanxiousxandingevakwailizwilomntuomnye

kulendlu

Me:"Uve,Uba?Mommy'shome"



Cwakastill...Haibo!Iputthecakeonthekitchen

counter,mybagsintheloungethenIwentupthe

staircase

Me:"babeniphi"?

Him:"nursery"

Phew!

Iwalkedinthereandthrewmyshoestotheother

sideoftheroomandjoinedthem.Sancokolanje

abouttheirdaythenIdecidedtogoandmakelunch

sincetheboyswerestillsleeping.Afteraminute

ndihlileIsawhimwalkdownthestairsuhamba

enxibaiskipa.

Him:"mamakheplslendmeyourcarIneedtobuy

myselfnewphones"

ImmediatelymymindracedofftoNomsa so



nowhewantedtogomeethisshagmate?Yhu

ndabilaamakhwapha...

Me:"butyouhaveaphone"

Haikesaphikisana,heeventuallyleft.Imadelunch

ndizixelelefuthindizomyekaemuncuyedwaifhe

thinkshe'sgonnamakemestupid.WhenIwasdone

makinglunchIwenttoliedownonthecouchand

calledLuu..

Him:''thisisanicesurprise"

Me:"younevercallthough"

Him:"Idon'twannadisturbyouguys"

Me:"checkinguponusisn'tdisturbingLuke.You

alwayswaitforustocallyoubeforeyoucantellus

howmuchyoumissus"

Him:"okayI'msorry"

Me:"itscool"

Him:"so,howareyou?Howarethingsinyour



marriage"?

Me:"I'mgood,wearegood"

Him:''that'snotgoodenough,areyouguysstill

together?Hashechanged"?

Isighed...

Him:"youjustsighed"

Me:"we'retakingitonestepatatime"

Him:"and"?

Me:"Idon'tknowifhe'schangedornot,buthe'sbeen

withuseversincewegotback"

Him:"andhe'sbusinesses"?

Me:"Ithinkhisguysarehandlingthings,holdingthe

fort"

Him:"mmh,Ineedyoutopromisemeonething"

Me:"mmkay"

Him:"promisetotellmeifhecheatsonyouagain,or



evenliftsafingeronyou"

ItisnowthatIrealizedthatLukewashurtyiyoyonke

lento.

Him:"Trinapromiseme"

Me:"Ipromiseboet"

Him:"thankyou,nowwherearethekids"?

Me:"theyarenapping,I'llcallyouagainwhentheyare

up"

Him:"sure,takecare"

Me:"youtoo,hallaatyourwife"

Him:"willdo"

AfterthatphonecallIjustlayonthatcouch

wonderingwhetherIshouldcallNtandondimbuze

bauphi?Or,callBullettotakemetothemallsothatI

cancatchNtandoandhissidechickoffguard



.AfterafewminutesIgotupandwentbacktothe

kitchen,Idishedupfruitsaladformyselfwithice

creaminabowl.Isawmycarcomingthrough...

thiswastorturethough.Firstthing,I

wantedtosmellawoman'sperfumeonhim,maybe

seelipsticksomewhere... thoughIstilldidn't

knowhowthatwouldhelpmefocusonmymarriage.

Hecameoutofthecar...Nextthing,Ifelthisarms

aroundmybodyasIwasturningtoleavethekitchen

Me:"oh-kay...ugrandtatakhe"?

Heshushedmebutkeptthehugtight,okayIwas

worried lomntuuphumeaphaesiyothenga

iiphones,nowubuyasenje?AndI'msayingsenjecoz

Ican'tputtowordswhatexactlywasgoingon.
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"Iloveyoumamakhe"



Ididn'tanswerhim...

Becausehewasjustbeingsuspicious .I

brokethehugandlookedathim,helookedflushed...

Me:"utheniNtando"?

Him:"noakhonto,IjustrealizedhowblessedIamto

haveyou"

Me:"oh-kay"

Theniqqapulledmyarm,Igrabbedmybowland

followedhimtothelounge.Wesatdownandlooked

ateachother

Me:"Iknowyouloveme,butwhathappenedatthe

mall"?

Him:"nothinghappened"

Me:"sowherearethephonesyouwenttobuy"?



Helookedaround...

Him:"they'reinthecar"

Me:"ngathiawukhosure"

Him:"noImusthaveleftthemthere"

Me:"mmh"

Imovedbackandatemysalad...

Me:"soyoudidn'tbyanychancebumpintoNomsa

atthemall"?

Wathixhungu...

IcontinuedeatingasifIdidn'tseehisreaction.

Him:"Nomsa"?



Me:"yep"

Him:"ndidibenenaye"

Me:"mmh,and"?

Hesighed...

Him:"babybendyodlulangaselwandle,afewseconds

ndifikileIsawher.ButndimshiyephayababyIdidn't

evenentertainher"

Me:"ubuyodlulangaselwandle?Butindlelayakho

doesn'tevengoviathatway"

Him:"ijustwantedthebreeze,IguessIkindamissed

CapeTown"

Icontinuedeating...IthinkIwasgettingangrynje

kancincibutIstilldidn'twannajumptoconclusions

kantindimorongo.

Him:"babeIdidn'tknowshe'shere,ndothukilenam"



Ididn'tbelievehim Iwantedto,Ireallywanted

butitwasdifficult.Ihadsomesortofalumpinmy

throat

Me:"pleasebehonestwithme,whatisshereally

doinghere?Ontopofitshe'saftermybusiness"

Him:"whatdoyoumeanshe'safteryourbusiness"?

Me:"shesaysshe'sgotabusinessproposalfor

me,apparentlyshe'sspokentoLiboalready"

Him:"eybabeIdon'tknow,Ididn'tevenknowshe's

around"

Me:"thenhowdidsheknowyou'reatthebeach"?

Him:"babyIdon'tknow,IswearIdon'tknow.Please

believemeLuu"

Iputthebowlinfrontofme...



Lookedhimstraightintheeye...

Me:"Ntandoareyoucheatingonmeagain"?

Him:"LuthandoI'dneverdothat.BabyIpromisedyou

njena"

Me:"thenwhatthefuckisNomsadoinghere?Why

thefuckdidshemeetyouatthebeach?Andwhythe

fuckissheaftermybusiness?Ntandothatinsane

womenisgoingaftermebecauseofyou"

Him:"ba-"

Me:"Isawhertoday,plainlyignoredher,sheranafter

meezondibhudelanowyou'retellingmeudibene

nayengaselwandle?Doyouknowwhatthatmeans"?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:"I'llspellitoutforyou,she'sstalkingus.Wehave

afuckenstalkerforgoodnesssake"!

Ilefthimthereandwenttomyroom,Ilockedhimout



ndehlangodongaasIcriedmyheartout.Tomeit

didn'tmakenosensehowcouldNtandonotknow

whyhissidechickwasinthehoodphez'koba

kwayenauvelewathigqiseyothengaiphone

singakhangesiy'discuss'elonto.Itdidn'tmake

senseatall.

He'scheating.

He'scheatingwithheragainandebeyekuyengoku

aphumaapha.

IcriedevenmoreasImadesenseofeverything...

"babendcelauvuletorho"

Me:"justgoaway"

Him:"Luthandopls"

Iignoredhim..

Heknockedandknocked,untilhegaveup.Afteran

hour,IheardoneofhissonsIknewbavukileand

they'reprobablyhungry



"Tatamhleleleniaphawena,ngenaroominiyakho"

Ithengotup,wenttothebathroomandcleaned

myselfup.WhenIreturned,theyoungkingswere

knocking

Uve:"nkonkomamavula"

Uba:"tatamulaphaumamam"?

Icouldn'thearhisresponsebuttheboyscontinued

knocking

Uba:"Uthandovula"

Ichuckled!

TheyareattentivelistenersespeciallyUbabalo...

Hewasprobablysaying"Luthando"inhisyoung

mind



Uba:"Uthandowamuvulaungenaaphakuwe"

Uve:"tatavulanawemaniafunumamamma"

nowIlaughedatthat.

Iwenttoopenforthemtheysmiled,Ibentdown

kissingbothofthen.Ntandomusthavejustsat

thereafterhisknockingcozhegotupfromthefloor

andgotinsidetheroom.WhenIgotuphewas

probablyinthebathroom,Itookthekidsdownstairs

sayotya.AftereatingIcutthecakeandgavethem

theirownpiecesUvetookhisandwentforthestairs

Uba:"mamajongauntanayakho"

Me:"Uvelileuyaphi"?

Uve:"zotyanotatam"

Me:"naweufunauhambaUba"?

Uba:"ha.amama"



Hetookhiscakewhichwasonasideplateand

walkedtothelounge,asIfollowed,hechangedand

wentforthestairsndamjonga

Uba:"zotyanotatanam"

Me:"mmh"

Isattherejustwatchingadocumentary,theyall

camebackafterawhile.Ntandomusthavereadmy

mind,hewentstraighttothekitchenwaziphakela

watyainsilence.Iwasn'thungry,thethoughtofhim

andthatwomanmademenausea theminute

IsawhimsitdownIhadimaginaryimagesofthe

twoofthem,sweaty..inbedndakhonyulukaIranfor

theguestbathroominthebottomfloorofthehouse

ndakhuphayonkintothatI'veeaten.Hecameto

checkuponmecarryingaglassofwater

Him:"mamakhe"

Ilookedupandjusttooktheglass,rinsedmymouth



ndaphakama.Hefollowedmeout

Him:"babeutheningoku"?

Me:"plsgimmespaceNtando,Ineedtobealonefor

afewhours"

Him:"hoursLuthando"?

Me:"Ntandoplease,Idon'thavetheenergyforthis"

Hefollowedmetoourroom...

Him:"baby"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalk.Please"

Him:"babyIdidn'tcheat!Iamtellingyouthehonest

truth,Idon'tknowwhyNomsaisinPortElizabeth,I

don'tknowwhyshe'safteryourbusiness,Idon't

knowhowsheknewIwasatthebeach.Babythisis

thehonesttruthIpromiseyou,ayikhoenye.Please.

Pleasebelieveme"



Me:"kay"

IgotinbedandgavehimmybackwhileIcried,he

closedthedoorandcametojoinmewangenakanye

kwelicalandijongengakulo.Ifelthisarmacrossmy

bodyandtriedwrigglingmyselffreebutitwastight

,withoutopeningmyeyesIspokeup

Me:"Ineedtobealone,please"

Him:"Ineedtobewithyou"

Me:"pleasedon'tbeselfish"

Him:"I'mnotbeingselfishhere,IloveyouandIwant

youtobelievemewhenIsayIdidn'tcheatonyou.

Pleasejusttellmeyoubelieveme"

Acoupleofteardropsleftmyeyes..whiletheywere

stillshut

Me:"Ican'tgetthissickimageoutofmyhead,its



hardnottoimaginethetwoofyouinbed"

Him:"pleaselookatme"

Ishookmyhead

Ifelthimbreathingtoonear,thenIfelthislipson

mine.Thatmoment,Ibrokedown.Hepulledme

closeandembracedmewithoutremovinghislips

frommine.Westayedlikethatforawhile,untilI

calmeddown.
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"Mamaafunungenaapharoominiyakho"

Kanenewehavekidsthatweleftdownstairs,Itook

adeepbreathasIopenedmyeyes.Somethinginhis

eyesmademebelievethathewastellingthe

truth,butwhykewasNomsahere?ThatIneededto

know.



Him:"I'msorry,IknowIhurtyoubadlyyeteverytime

youstilldidn'tthinktwicetoforgiveme.Ireally

wannamakethiswork,plsforgivemebaby"

Hewipedmycheekswhichweremessedupwith

tears,downtomylipshewipedthemaway.And

plantedafeatherykissonthemandwhispered

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"...thekids"

Hegavemethesaddestlook...

Me:"pleaseopenforthem"

Him:"I'lluhm...I'lltakethemtotheirroom"

Me:"Ubauzophambanaitsfine,letthemin"



Hegotup,Icleanedmyselfastheyrantowardsthe

bed

Uba:"mamanqunqule"

Uve:"tatakhweliseebhediniyamamam"

Heputthemonthebed,theyclimbedovermybody

anduncoveredmyface.Suddenlytheybecame

somber

Uve:"alililewenamamam"?

Uba:"bethiwengubanimama''?

Ntandogotnexttous,theyturnedandlookedathim

Uve:"tatambethiweubaniumamam"?

Ubabalotouchedhisfather'sfaceneartheeyes..



Uba:"tataulililewenanomama"?

Him:"mommyisnotfeelingwellyoungkings"

Uve:"uthenimama"?

Him:"sheneedstorestboy,she'llbefine"

Uve:"restnawenehmamam"

Me:"yeah,sondelaniwe'lltakeanap"

Uve:"haymamatake'ileinapthina"

Me:"we'lltakeanotheronethen"

Uba:"ha.amamalet'splayball"

Me:"Idon'twannaplay,talktodaddy"

Uve:"Iwannaplaynawema"

Me:"haikeUvelile"

Uve:"daddy"

Him:"notnowndoda"

Uve:"tata"

Uba:"okay,silalekemama"



Uve:"silaleaga'n"?

Me:"nowcomeclosertomommy"

Theybothcamecloser,wecuddledastheytoldme

theirsweetstoriesthatIdidn'tevenunderstanduntil

thethreeofusfellasleep.

Iwokeuplateronandtheirfatherwasn'teveninthe

room.Igotupfromthebed,wenttothebathroom

thenproceededtothekitchen.Onmyway,I

overheardhimspeakingonthephoneinthelounge

"Niqqagetthatbitchoutofmylife"

IstoppedonmytracksbecauseIcouldhearthatthe

phonewasonloudspeakerandIcouldhearBullet

ontheotherside



Bullet:"Grootmanlewayislivingclosetoyourhouse"

Him:"BulletIdon'tgiveaducksasswhereshe

lives,thatwomanisouttoruinmylife.Ineedherout"

Q:"isyourwifearoundtaBeast"?

AP:"yourwifelovesyou,surelyshe'llneverbelieve

thatbitchoveryou"

Him:"mywifeisaroundQhawe,andyesAphiweshe

doesn'tbelieveme.Howisshesupposedtobelieve

mewheneverythingjustmakessensethewayshe

seesit"?

Bullet:"ndiyamaziumadamGrootman,don'tstress

yourself.We'lltaketakeofNomsa"

Him:"youbetter"

Hehungup,Iwentstraighttothekitchen,made

myselfgreenteaandjustsattherethinking.

Itookawalkoutsideinthebackyardwithmycup,I



neededtoclearmyheadaboutthisentiresituation.I

satdownonarockandsippedonmytea.

Whenaheartisbroken,whentrustisbrokenit

doesn'tjustgetrenewed.Ittakesworkandtime...

Peoplewhoseheartswereneverbroken,people

who'veneverbeencheatedonwillneverknowhowit

feels.They'llalwaystellyouhowexaggeratedyour

behavioriswhenyouencounterissueswith

yourself,yourself-esteem,withintherelationship

itself.Truthofthematteristhatlikeglass..onceits

broken,itsbroken.Itshardtopickupthepiecesand

justmoveonlikenothinghappened.Everytimeyou

seehimtalking,textingonhisphoneyoujustfeelas

ifhe'stalkingtotheotherchick.Everytimehegoes

out,youmatchituptotheotherchick,alil"abnormal"

changeinhisbehavioryoustartputtingthepieces

together eveniftheydon'tmatchyoujuststart

puttingthemtogetherandtheymakesense.Toyou

everythought,makessense.Paranoiawillmakeyou

smellperfumethat'snoteventhere...



Youcanmanagetrust,bybandagingitbutitwill

alwaysbevulnerable.

IsearchedformyphonesbutIhappenedtohaveleft

theminsidethehousesoIwalkedbackintothe

house.Thistime...hewaspacingupanddownbutI

recognizedmybrother'svoiceontheothersideof

thephoneIjuststopped...

"NiqqahowthehelldidthislunaticNomsabitchfind

mysistersbusiness?"

Beast:"Polo,watchyourtone"!

Marc:"watchmytone?Heyhey,youdon'tgettotell

metowatchmytonewhenyoufuckencan'tkeep

yourziplocked!"

Beast:"Polo,I'mwarningyou,incaseyou'veforgotten

I'mstillyourboss"

Marc:"Beast!Bossornoboss,whenitcomestomy

littlesisterItoldyouIdon'tfollowprotocol.Nowget



yourshittogetherorI'mcomingdowntoPEand

amagetyourshittogetherforyou"!

YepMarcuswasindeedangry

Ntandotookadeepbreath...Iwatchedhimfromthe

door,thoughebezengomvaIcouldfeelthetension

Beast:"yeah...there'snoneedforthat.I'llhandlethis"

Marc:"youbetter"

Theyhungup...

Iputmycupinthekitchenandwentbacktothe

lounge...

Ntando'sphonerang...

Beast:"Bullet,youbetterhavegoodnewsforme"

Bullet:"wetrackedherdownGrootmanbutthere's



nothingwecandorightnowcozshe'saroundsome

businessmoguls"

Beast:"tyhiniThixo!Esonaslingonguwekengoku

kwedini"

Bullet:"Grootman"

Beast:"beforetheendofthisdayyoubettergiveme

goodnews"

Hehungup...

Stilldidn'tturn,sotheminuteIclearedmythroathe

turned.Ntandowasangry.Hisface,hisveinswereall

outandvisible...butIwasquitesurehe'snotas

angryasMarcusSmith.

Him:"howlonghaveyoubeeninhere"?

Me:"I'dliketoeatseafoodfordinner,doyouthink

youcouldgetitwhenyou'redone"?

Heexhaledandwipedhisforehead



Him:"canwegotogetherwhenthekidsareup"?

Me:"nah,Idon'tfeellikegoingout.I'msureyoucan

organisesomething"

Henod,tookhisphoneandcalledBullet..

Bullet:"TaBeast"

Beast:"canyougooveratJohnDory'sorOcean

basketandordertwoplattersfortwowith

everything"

Bullet:"okayboss"

Hehungupandcametositnexttome,Igotup.He

followedmetothekitchenasImadesnackformy

children

Him:"howyoufeelingnow"?



Me:"I'mokay"

Hetookasecondbowlandhelpedmemakefood

forhiskids,weweresilentbutnottense.Uveas

usualwasupfirst...

"Mamamlambilema"

Me:"izotya"

Uve:"zotyis'utatamma"

Me:"I'mnotsurprised"

Hisfatherchuckled...

Ubacamedowntalkingonmyphone,hewasactually

laughingoutloudhisfatherlookedatmequizzically

Me:"itseitherSosoorSihle,waitandsee"

Uba:"hankumama"



Hepassedmethephone,IshowedNtandothe

screenwaskewahleka

Me:"UncleSish'le"

Him:"heymommybear,ninjani"?

Me:"We'regreatntwana,you"?

Him:"we'regreat,madamndcelaigate"

Me:"you'reoutside"?

Him:"yeah,bothofusactually"

Me:"ohokay..."

Ihungupandputmyphoneonthecounter...

Me:"thinkyoushouldopenthegate,yourbrothersare

outside"

Him:"huh"?



Me:"gate"

Helookedatthevisualintercomthenopenedthe

gate.

Me:"didtheyinformyou"?

Him:"nope"

Me:"wellthisain'tagoodtimetohavevisitors"

Him:"Iknow,maybetheyain'thereforlong"

WellIwasn'tgonnaanswerthat!
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"Iloveyou"

Ilookedather...Quizzically



Luu:"Ireallydo,Iloveyou.AttimesItriednotto,butI

failed.IloveyouNtando"

Shockedthatshejustsaidthatoutoftheblue.Itsso

unlikeherthesedaystojustconfesshertrue

feelingsinacalmvoice,engaxabenanga

Luu:"Iwouldn'tsurviveadaywithoutyou,doyou

knowthat"?

Me:"Iwouldn'twantyoutoevenattemptthat"

Luu:"what"?

Me:"survivingadaywithoutme"

Luu:"Iknowyou'vehurtme,butI'msurewecanboth

attestthatIhaven'tbeeneasytodealwithtoo.Hurt

ornot"

Me:"I'vebeenhurttoosoIunderstandbabe"

Luu:"Ithinkweneedtherapythough,forthingstoat

leasttrytogobacktonormal"

Me:"youhatetherapistsnje,areyousureaboutthis"?



Luu:"itsworthtrying,Idon'twanttolooseyou,us"

Me:"I'mnotgoinganywheresthandwasam.You,the

boys,youguysaremylife.I'mnotgoinganywhere"

Shejustcried nothingbreaksmyheartthan

seeinghertears,itdoesn'tmatterwhetherIwronged

herornotitjustpainsmeseeinghertears.Ipulled

hercloseasIcalmedherdown

Me:"Iloveyou"

Luu:"you'renotjustsayingthat"?

Me:"HaiboLuthandondiyakuthanda,don'tyouknow

that"?

Luu:"Ijustwannabesureyou'renotsayingthat,

that'sall"

Itookherhandssowefacedeachother,shelooked

downIliftedherchinupandwipedatearoutofher

cheek.



Me:"I'mnotjustsayingit,Ireallydoloveyou.Okay

tellme,DoyoureallythinkI'dbehereifIdidn't"?

Luu:"whatifyou'reherebecauseofyourkids"?

Me:"IhaveachildwithChumaandyoursister,doyou

seemewiththem"?

Sheshookherhead

Me:"thatshouldshowyouthatumntanaisnota

ring,acommitmentorevenuthando"

Shetookalongtimebeforeasking...

"Whatislovethen?Inyourownperspective"

RightthenandthereIsawhowIdamagedher,her

feelings,herunderstandingofthewordandaction

thereof honestlyspeaking,S'bongileisthemost



lovingpersonIknowaftermyownmotherbutnow

ubuzakumbayintoniuthando? .

Me:"loveisexactlywhatyoufeltaminuteagowhen

youtoldmeyoulovedme"

Luu:"areyousureitsnotobsessionorthefactthat

I'musedtoyou?Idon'tknowhowelsetoputit"

Me:"Luthandokwenzekantoniwiththesequestions"?

Luu:"Ijustwannaknow..."

Me:"no,somethingmorethanthatisgoingon"

Luu:"kutheniundithandanjeNtando"?

Me:"awukhoseriousmamakhe"

Luu:"I'mdeadserious"

Me:"areyousureyouwantmetoanswerthat"?

Shesniffedandjustnodwithoutevenlookingat

me...

Iexhaledanddecidedtoanswerher,yazwhenyou're



hurttoapointthatyoudoubtevenyourworth

emntwiniyouevenlooseyourselfesteem.You

looseyourselfconfidence...Ididn'twantthatfor

her,herconfidencefinishesoffherbeauty.Ihate

womenwhodependonusmentocomplimentthem

beforetheyknowtheirworth,womenwhowaiton

meninorderforthemtoknowtheyarebeautiful.I

hatethat,Sinoknowsevenatheragethatshe's

beautiful.AtayoungerageItaughthertomakeita

habittoalwayslookinthemirroreverymorningand

tellherselfthatshe'sbeautiful,she'senough,she's

worthmore...

Me:"Iloveyoubecauseyouareyou,youdon't

pretendtobewhatyou'renot.And,youcompliment

me"

Luu:"complimentyou"?

Me:"youaretheexactoppositeofwhatIusedtogo

forinwomen,yesyou'rebeautifulinsideout,you're

lovingandallbut...there'sjustsomethingunique

aboutyou.Somethingthatattractedmetoyouthe



veryfirsttimeIlaideyesonyou.You're

challenging,fierceand,you'reafighter.Allthe

elementsthatareinmezikhonakuweyetyouhave

theabilityofhiding,orrathercompressingthem"

Shekeptquiet...

Me:"theydon'tmeasureuptoyou,theyneverwill"

Luu:"thenwhydoyoukeepgoingbacktothem"?

Me:"..Idon'tknow.Butthat'sstoppednow,right?

We'restartingonacleanslate"

Luu:"mmh"

Thetwins(uncles)decidedtostayaweek,muchto

mysonsdismay.Ubabaloevenwantedtotagalong

toDurbanwithSish'leashecallshimbutwecouldn't

allowthat,notwithKuhlehavingadailystressof

impregnatingtwodifferentwomenatthesametime.

Afterspendingtheweekbaphindabahambabutthey

saidthey'dviaEastLondonjusttohollerattheold



lady.

AllthistimeyoucouldclearlyseethatLuthando

wasn'therself,maybethisNomsathingwasreally

gettingtoherbutbeingSibongileshedidnotwanna

sayitoutloud.

Iknewshehatedbeingvulnerable.

Me:"tonightweshouldgoout,okouzivaleleapha

endlinimamakhe"

Luu:"Idon'tfeellikegoingoutnjetatakhe"

Me:"Iknowyou'velockedyourselfinherebecauseof

Nomsababebutshe'snolongeraproblem"

Luu:"whatdoyoumeanshe'snolongeraproblem"?

Me:"exactlythat"

Luu:"don'ttellmeyoukilledher"

Me:"allyouneedtoknowisthatitssorted"

Luu:"butIstilldon'tfeellikegoingout"

Me:"okay,whatdoyoufeellikeeatingke?We'llmake



ittogether"

Luu:"how'spastathen"?

Me:"withmuttonchopsandgreensalad"?

Shejustlaughedaswefollowedeachothertothe

kitchen...

Me:"babewithlambchopskalok"?

Luu:"Uyay'thandainyamatatakhe"

Me:"babewenawagqibelaniniundiphainyama"?

Luu:"haibookolevekiiphelausityainyama"

Me:"whenwasthat"?

Luu:"butyentonibabeizolokanti"?

Me:"ha.ababeha.a"



SheknewexactlywhatIwasreferringtobutshe

plainlyignoreditasshegavemetheChopsto

defrostandmarinatewhileshestartedonthe

pasta...

"Tatamsiwambemani"

Webothlookedup...

Yep,Ubabalowaspullinghistravelingcasedownthe

stairs

Me:"siyaphindoda"?

Uba:"siyaKuSish'le"

Me:"ukudeuSish'lemntanam"

Uba:"siyeKuSosoketata"

Me:"yho,kusekwathiningokuwafunauhamba"?

Uba:"siwambemantatasikhweleioroplaneyakho"



IheardLuthandoburstingwithlaughter,Ubaonthe

otherhandwasdeadserious ‍♂andfora

secondIdidn'tknowwhattosaytohim.

Icleanedmyhandsandwenttohimkneeleddown

ononekneeasIleveledwithhim

Me:"what'supyoungking"?

Uba:"Le'sgodaddy,calluncleMotocome''

Me:"uncleMoisbusykalok,nowgobacktoyour

roomandputyourbagthenlateronwe'llcaluncle

Mo"

Uba:"Iwannagonowdaddymani"

Me:"youwannagowhereUba"?

Uba:"don'know"

Me:"butyouwannago"?

Uba:"Le'sgotoOwe"

Me:"Ow-"



Uba:"andSinoandkhulu"

IlookedatLuthandowaskewahleka

Me:"sizoyangomsoKumakhuluevha"?

Uba:"nyhanitatam"?

Me:"nyhaniboy"

Heturnedaroundandwalkedupthestairs...

Uba:"uthiboywenatatakum''

‍♂

Me:"ImeanttosayYoungKing"
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UncleKaywasn'thimself,atfirstIthoughthe'stense

becauseofwhatwentdownthelasttimetheywere

herebutthenIrealizedthathemusthavebeen

stressed,havingagirlfriendyetyouimpregnatetwo



otherwomenatthesametimeain'tnochild'splay.

Sihlewashisusualself...

Sihle:"Uveuyazbonabaumdalangokuyoushouldgo

toschool"

Kuhle:"badalanyhani,worseuyagolozangokuuUve"

Ntando:"you'llbefathersprettysoon,sizogolozelwa

ngabenunathi"

Kuhle:"bhutidon'tgothere"

Ntando:"haibo,uyazifihlabauzabangutatana

kingman"?

Sihle:"uyaactor,losethengeneecarseatsezimbini"

Ntando:"good,amantakesresponsibilityforhis

actions

Uhlawlephof"?

Kuhle:"that'swhywe'rehere,weneedyour

assistance"

Sihle:"okaywait,who'stheWEinthis"?



Kuhle:"Sihlekhawumeman"

Sihle:"hewethukhawyekeubayimoffieaphathetha

intoestraightcozweallknowYOUneedassistance

notWE"

Ntando:"xanixabanabengekabikhoabantwana

nizokwenzanjanixabekhona"?

Kuhle:"uyathandauzenzamuncuuSihleyazbhuti"

Sihle:"hayinibethuna!Bhuti,whoexactlyknockedup

twopeoplehere"?

Ntandojustlaughed...

Sihle:"tomakemattersworsethatMiranda,Amanda

whateverhernameis...uyafikanextweekandshe

knowsnothingaboutthetwootherwomen"

Kuhle:"dude!Whycan'tyoujustshutup?Fora

second"?

Sihle:"niqqaItriedthatbuttheminuteIdid,youwent

aheadandfuckenfuckedanemployee"



Ntando:"okay...languagepls.Mykidsarefast

learners"

AndUvelilewaswiththem Ubawaswithme.

Ntandomadearrangementsforthedamagestobe

paidtobothfamiliesthenthetwinsleftforEast

London.

ThisNomsathingbeingallovermyspacereally

affectedme,Ievenstartedworkingfromhome

becauseIfeltunsafeoutthere.Inaweek'stimeI

wasscheduledtogotoJo'burgforameeting...

MyfearwasnowhowdoIleavemykidsandmy

husbandwiththislunaticroamingaroundinPEhow

safewilltheybe?MaybeshereallywasbipolarbutI

couldn'tconcludeonthatseeingI'mnotmedical

practitionernoramIapsychologist.

AfterthetwinsleftmyhusbandandIhadalilsoulto

soulsession,Ineededtobesurethatwestillfeelthe



sameabouteachother.Ijustneededtheassurance.

RightafterthatIflewuptoJo'burgformymeetings

andIwasgladIwouldgettoseeKBandmysister...

AfterthefirstmeetingIwenttoseeKBfirst...

KB:"youlookgood,asusual"

Me:"youdon'tlookbadyourself.How'slejozilife"?

KB:"I'mmovingtoPEprettysoon"

Me:"legalwisemanagedtopinyoudown"?

KB:"youcouldsaythat,andmyfolkreckonIneed

stability"

Me:"prettysoonthey'llaskforamakoti"

KB:"don'tmentionit,myfatherisalreadyonmycase

aboutthat"

WespentacoupleofhourstogetherthenIcalled

Evelyntopickmeup,shedidthenweheadedtoher



home.Ntandoandthekidstaggedalongtoo,but

theysaidthey'dspendthedaywithuncleVince

Eve:"youlooksick,what'sgoingon"?

Me:"workstress"

Eve:"areyousureyou'renotpregnantagain"?

Me:"pre-what?Noman"

Eve:"mmh,sohowhaveyoubeen"?

Me:"neverbeenbetter,Ijustmissedy'all"

Eve:"yeahyeah,Iwannaknoweverything.Whydid

yougotoPortugalwithouttellinganyone,noteven

oneofyoursiblings"?

Me:"Ineededabreather..."

Eve:"fromwhat?Orwho"?

Me:"Eeeeeve"

NowIhadtonarratethewholestorytoher,mysister

startedboiling wabilaumntuyangathi



angangombamnangoku.Lateronshecalmed

down...

Eve:"wherearetheynow"?

Me:"theywenttovisitVincent"

Eve:"khamfounelekeabazisebonaabantwana"

EvelynSmithjustwentBLACKonme,Iwascaught

offguard!Iwasneverreadyforthatsentence.

Me:"Idon'tthinkyoucancomposeyourselfwhenhe

getshere"

Eve:"Iwon'tboilwaterandsplashhim,relax"

Me:"Idon'ttrustyou,you'reupsetandIgetit."

Eve:"thenheshouldjustdropoffthekidsandleave"

IcalledNtando...



Him:"babe"?

Me:"heyuhm...I'mwithEveandshewannaseethe

kidssocouldyouplsdropthemoff"?

Him:"oh..."

Me:"uyakwaziaphaorshouldItextyoutheaddress"?

Him:"textmetheaddress"

Me:"okay"

Him:"babe"?

Me:"hm"?

Him:"areyouokay?Yousoundabitcagey"?

Me:"I'mfine"

Him:"mmkay,seeyoujustnow"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup,wenttothekitchenandmademyselfa

strawberrysmoothie.Shejoinedme...



Eve:"Idon'tgethowyoukeeponlovinghimwhenhe

feedsoffhurtingyou"

Me:"maybeI'masuckerforlove,Idon'tknow"

Eve:"whenwillyouwakeupTrina?Whenyou'resix

feetunder"?

Me:"Evelynpls,okay?Please"

Eve:"Marcuswasrightabouthim,he'sabeast.

Incapableoflovinganyonebuthimself"

Itookmysmoothieandleftherthere...

Ntandohootedoutside...

Me:"behaveyourself"

Eve:"Idon'thaveto,Icantellhimallthecrapgoing

oninmyheadrightnowandseewhathe'lldo"

Me:"Iknowhowyoufeelabouthim,butpls.Thisis

nottherighttime"



Shepoutedwithhandsonherhips,Iwenttothegate

andtookmykids.

Uba:"kulobanimamaapha"?

Me:"kuloBoobooNana"

YhoTheyranintothehouseleavingmewithdaddy...

Him:"whattimeareweleaving"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,Eve'sactinguponmerightnow

butI'lltellyouwhenwe'redone"

Him:"Welltrytobeabitquicker,I'mhungrybabe"

Me:"haibo,you'refromtheShisaNyama.Whydidn't

youeatthere"?

Him:"ndfunaukutyakwakwammamakhe"

Me:"awusatefitatakhe"

Him:"enzaniguysIreallywannaheadhomebeforeI



gettoocomfortablehere"

Ilookedathimquizzically isheperhapsrunning

awayfromthegangish?

Him:"don'tgimmethatlook"

Me:"we'llcallyou"

Him:"mmh,kiss"?

Ikissedhimonthelipsandwentinside.Hedrove

out.

"AuntTrina..."

Uh-oh...Boobooonlycallsmelikethatwhenhe

wantsSomething
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WespentaboutthreemorehourswithEveandher

familythenIcalledNtando...

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"Scelauzothathwantwanayam"

Him:"I'llhavetosendVincent,I'mkindabusywith

something"

Me:"...kay"

Hehungup...

Whateverhewasbusywithwasn'tgood,hismood

haddramaticallychanged.Ipackedup...

Eve:"Ineedtoaskyousomething"

Me:"ifitsaboutmymarriage,ratherdon't"

Eve:"doyoureallylovehim"?

Ididn'tanswerher...



Eve:"oryou'rewithhimbecauseofthelifehecan

giveyou"?

IkeptmycoolaswewaitedforVince...

Eve:"youdeservebetterTrina,youknowyoudo.Why

tortureyourselffortherestofyourlifewhenthere's

toomuchforyououtthere"?

Me:"mntaseIknowyouloveme,thankyouforyour

concernbutI'mfinewhereIam"

Eve:"butyoucan'tseriouslytellmethatyoulove

him,afterallthiscrap"?

Me:"andifIdo"?

Eve:"thenitcan'tbelove"

Me:"okay"

Eve:"okay?Trinaareyouhearingyourself?You're

psychologicallyabused,youneedtoseeadoctor.

Somethingiswrongwithyou"



Ikeptquiet...

Myphonerang...

Me:"Vince"?

Him:"hey,I'moutside"

Me:"siyeza"

Him::"sharp"

Ihungup...

Me:"Ubabalo"?

Uba:"mamakhe"

UtheninalomntwanaKaNtando

Me:"plscallyourbrotherwe'regoinghome"

Uba:"ooh"



Itookmybagandtheirshoes

Me:"I'llcallyouwhenI'velanded"

Eve:"youneedtoleavehim,foryourownsanity"

Me:"okay"

Eve:''I'mserious"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

IhuggedEveandledthekidsout,wegotinthekey

andleftfortheShisaNyama.Whenwegot

there,Ntandowasinaheatedmeetingwithhis

people.Awholelotofthemandhelookedangry

nohelookMAD!!!

Me:"Vincendcelaundizameleicremesodapls"

Him:"okay,whatelse"?

Me:"askyourbrotherwhattimeweleaving"



Him:"sharp"

Wewaitedinthecar...

Uba:"mamam"

Me:"hm"?

Uba:"afuninyamama"

Me:"zucelekuuncleVince"

Uba:"unayoyena"?

Me:"yeah"

Uba:"okay...siyaninikoSino"?

Me:"askyourdaddy"

Heopenedthedoor...

Me:"andwheredoyouthinkyou'regoing"?

Uba:"as'daddy"



Me:"waitforhimhere,you'llaskhimonourway

home"

Uve:"wenzaniutatampha"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbaby"

Uve:"siyekuyethina''

Me:"ha.aboy"

Uba:"sambeUve"

Me:"UbabaloIsaidno"

Uba:"afunitatammamamam"

Uve:"funuhambaitatammamama"

Theystartedcrying,inunison.

Me:"Ubaniyangxola"

Uba:"funuphumamayekutatam"

Me:"Isaidno,andifyoucontinueatthisrate

ndizakunibethaIpromiseyou"



Cababathiwe'llseeaboutthat,theyuppedtheir

volumebakhalanyhanikengoku.Itookoutmy

phoneandbrowsedSocialMedia...

Vincereturnedwithmysoda

Him:"batheniabantwanaTee"?

Me:"basile"

Him:"lemmetaketheminsideI'llbringthemback

whentheirdadisdone"

Me:"bayekeVincethey'llstopwhenthey'retired"

Him:"theywillhaveaheadacheTeebra"

Me:"UbatalktouncleVince"

Uba:"cel-celiii-inyamaVince"

Me:"IthinkIsaiduncleVince,notVince"

Uba:"uncleVince"

Vince:"zaniphathelangokuvhandoda"



Theynod...

Itookmysodaanddrankinsilence,hekeptquiet

andleftus.

Uve:"mamamafu-afunuwambamasi-sigoduke"

Me:"we'rewaitingfordaddykalok"

Uba:"athathudaddyandgokaloknawemama"

Me:"heisbusy,jongaphaheistalkinguyambona"?

Theynod...

Uba:"cel'd'inkyakho"

Uve:"nammamam"

IgavethemtoshareasIwaitedforNtando.Vincent

returnedwiththeirmeatitwasactuallysausage...



Uve:"nkosiuncleVince"

Hefist-bumpedbothofthem...

Me:"uthiubhutiwakhosihambanini"

Him:"infifteenminutesntwana"

Me:"sure"

Justasheleft,Anelisacalledme

Me:"hello"

Her:"hey,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodunjaniwena"?

Her:"I'mgood,Iuhm...IboughtSinosomethingsso

ndcelauzthumelakuwe"

Me:"sure"

Her:"soshouldIsentthemtoyourhouseorpost



office"?

Me:"whicheveriseasierwithyou"

Her:"alrightsharp"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup...

Shecalledagain Ireallywasn'tinthemoodfor

this.Nottoday.

Me:"Nelisa"?

Her:"uthiuDabsshe'sgoingwithyouonaretreat"

Me:"yeahsheaskedbutIhaven'tconfirmed"

Her:"areyougoingto"?

Me:"idon'tknowyet,Ihavealotgoingonrightnow"

Her:"wellatleastshe'smakinganeffort,youshould

trythatsometime"

Me:"what'sittoyou"?



Her:"ndidikweyilentoyakhoyoacterasifweowe

yousomething,theworlddoesn'toweyouanything"

Me:"sure"

Her:"sure"

Iwaitedforhertohangup...

Shesighed...

Her:"whyarewealwaysfighting"?

Me:"youguysrefusetoseethingsfrommy

perspective,that'swhy"

Her:"buthonestlyspeaking,you'renotmakingan

effortatall"

Me:"howaboutinsteadofforcingmetoacceptthat

y'allaremyfamily,nindiyekeandwaitonmeto

acceptitinmyowntime"?

Her:"willyouever"?

Me:"itshardtotell,ihavealottotakeinto



consideration"

Her:"butyou'veacceptedudabawoeasilykutheni

kunzimaukwamkelathina"

Me:"whosaiditwaseasy"?

Cwaka.
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Mykidsweregrowingimpatientanditwaswaypast

thefifteenminuteswewerepromisedsoIcalled

Ntando,Iwatchedasheignoredthephone.Idialed

himagain,heansweredwithoutevencheckingthe

screen

Him:"yah"?

Me:"babyitsgettinglate"

Helookedatthescreenforasecond...



Him:"mamakhe...Ineedjustafewmoreminutes"

Me:"itsbeenanhourandahalfalreadybruh"

Him:"Ihaveacouplemorethingstosortnamajita

kalokLuu''

Me:"mmh"

Ihungup...

Wewaitedanotherthirtymoreminutesbadebalala

abantwanabam,Ilefttheminthecarandwentto

Vinceinside

Me:"Vinceubusy"?

Him:"urh...Notkakhuluwhat'sup"?

Me:"canyoupleasetakeustotheairport"?

Him:"you'releavingmybrotherbehind"?

Me:"yeah,yhokuninisihleliaphabro."

Him:"doyouthinkthat'sagoodideathough"?



Me:"mykidsaresleeping,I'mtired...Yep,itsagood

idea.He'sagrownmanhe'llfindhisway"

Vincelaughedashefollowedbehindme,Icouldsee

hewasnervousaboutleavinghisbrotherbehindbut

Idecidedtoputmychildrenfirst.Uqalenini

ungashyekingokueJoziuNtando?What's

happening?Whataretheyhiding?

Him:"awuzomxelelakengokubaniyamshiya"?

IwalkedovertowhereNtandowaswithhis

people,hewasstilllashingoutonthemsoIstoodat

adistancebutoneoftheguyssawme

wamkhombisa.Heturnedandwalkedovertowhere

Iwasstanding,trustmyhusbandforshowingoff .

Hesnakedonearmaroundmywaistasheplanteda

kissonmypoutedlips,Ididn'tflinch,hekissedme

againwiththesamereactionfromme an'alo



eloxeshamnatyhini!Iwannagohome...

Him:"awuqumbe"

Me:"siyakushiyathina"

Him:"niyaphi"?

Me:"we'regoinghomefondinikuninisihleliapha

badebalalanabantwanabam"

Him:"abantwanabethu"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Him:"fewmoreminutes"

Ipulledhimbythearmayobonaabantwanabam

balelinjani

Heopenedthedoortohiscarandkissedhis

sons,closedthedoorandlookedatme

Him:"...okay"

Me:"letusleaveyoutofinishwhatyou'redoing,you'll



findushomeorattheairport"

Hetookamomenttothink...

Him:"waitrighthere"

Hekissedmycheekandreturnedtotheguys,aftera

minutewabuya

Him:"wecango"

Me:"youdone"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"mmh"

Oneifhisguyscametodriveustotheairportcoz

bekuzofunekaajikenemoto.WelandedinPE

sagodukani.



WhenIgothomeIwenttoputthekidsdowninthe

roomthenIwenttoliedowninmyownroom.

IundressedandworePJsthoughItoowashungry,I

wasjustemotionallytired.

HubbywalkedinasIwaslyingdownonmybed

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"?

Him:"areyousleeping"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"kuzotyiwantoni''?

CanIbeunmarriedplease?Justfortoday?So

Ntandowasreallyseriousabouteatingukutyakwa

kwakheakatyakulandawoebekuyo?

Me:"I'llcheckjustnow,youcanfreshenupsolong"

Hewenttotheshower,IonlygotupwhenIheardthe



waterintheshower.Wentdowntothekitchenand

madeumphokoqo,ngokundisabhadlisayoIgrilled

porkchopsandsausage.Youcanneverservefood

toNtandokungekhonyama,bamfuzileabantwana

bakhengentoyonkefuthi.BythetimeIwasdone

witheverything,hewasbusyonhislaptopinthe

loungesoIwenttojoinhimwhilecoolingdown

umphokoqo

IlaymyheadonhisshoulderasIstirredthefoodin

thebowl...

Him:"okoubuyeKuEveawukhoright,what'sup"?

Me:"I'mjusttiredmannothinghappened"

Heputthelaptopdownandturnedtome..

Him:"areyousure"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"suresure"?



Me:"unjaloke"

Him:"Idon'twantyoutobeupsetkalokmyperson"

Iblushed

Him:"youblushed"

Me:"uhm...Anelisaisgonnasendacoupleofthings

forSino"

Him:"when"?

Me:"maybetomorrow,whendoyouthinkyoucango

toEastLondon"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,ufunaukuyaniniwena"?

Me:"Idon'twanttogoanywherebutbendizocela

uhambenabantwanaokobefunaukuyaKumakhulu

wabo"

Him:"uzoshiyekawena"?

Me:"ewe"

Him:"why"?

Me:"Idon'tfeellikegoingnjeqha"



Him:"usureugrandLuthando"?

Me:"hundredpercent"

Igotupandwenttodishupforhim,Ipouredhim

juicethenservedhimumvubokqalakeepingthe

juiceandmeatforafterhe'sdoneeating.Iwasn't

reallyintoMaassoIateminewithmilk.Whenwe

weredoneeatingnenyamaweheadedtobed,and

justcuddled.Ithinkhewasworriedaboutmecozas

Iwasdriftingoff,Iheardhimspeaksoftly

Him:"baby"

Me:"hmm""?

Him:"shouldIcalladoctorandbookyouan

appointmentfortomorrowmorning"?

Me:"I'mnotsickbo"

Him:"thenutheni"?

Me:"I'mjusttiredcanwesleeptu"?



Hekeptquietndalalakemnake.

...

[10/11,12:37]‪+27730692704‬:#418

NextmorningIwokeupandcookedoats,itshis

favorite,iyiyonesiduduandmykidsaren'tthatpicky

whenitcomestoporridgeaslongasbezohlutha.

Ubabalowokeupfirstandjoinedmeinthekitchen...I

couldseehewashungry kalokbalelebengatyanga.

Me:"afuniyohlalanotatakhoupstairsnana"?

Uba:"ha.alambilemamama"

Me:"I'mstillmakingyourporridgekaloksthandwa"

Uba:"mmh"

IgavehimabananaasIpreparedtodishup.



Him:"iphiphoneyakhomamam"?

Me:"itsupstairs"

Hetookhisbananaandwalkedupthestairsin

silence,IdishedupforallthreeofthemthenItook

myhusband'sfoodupstairsndafikaencokola

noonyanabakhebobabini

Me:"morning"

Igavehimthetray,kissedhislipsandkissedmy

sons.

Uve:"sotyela'phathinamamam"

Me:"sure"

Iwentdownstairstofetchtheirownfood,returned

backupstairsandfedthemboth.



Ntandowasjustwatchingus...

Me:"you'renoteating"

Him:"where'syourfood"?

Me:"I'mnoteatingporridge,zotyawhenthey'redone

though"

Wathula

Heatehisfoodinsilence,itwaslongwhenhe

quicklyjumpedoffthebedandrantothebathroom...

Ididn'tjumpafterhim,Iinitiallythoughtifebesele

yesterdaythenthatisunderstandable.Hecame

backafterafewminutes

Me:"youokay"?

Him:"yeah,justalilnauseas"

Me:"didyouindulgeinadultsdrinksyesterday"?



Him:"nope"

Me:"thenyoushouldseeadoctor"

Hechuckled iknowI'mthelastpersonto

referanyonetothedoctor.TheyatefinishthenI

tookthebowlsdownndayozivasa,whenIwasdoneI

wentbacktojointheminbed.

Him:"sowhatarewedoingtoday"?

Me:"Iwannastayin...andkwaziwena"

Him:"IthinkmnamandiyeeMontiphalate"

Me:"withyoursonsplease"

Him:"yeah...ithinintoKaAnelisa"?

Me:"I'mwaitingforhercallatshobawenzenjani"

Him:"kantibenigqibeentweni"?

Me:"khasigqibekaloktatakheqhaubuzilewhether

sheshouldpostthethingsaphaorstraighttoEast

LondonsoItoldmakenzewhatwillbeeasierkuye"



Him:"mmh"

Allthiswhilehiskidswerebusyplayingwithour

phonesbethecwaka.

Him:"theyshouldenterkindergartennextyear"

Me:"yhuu,theyarestillyoung"

Him:"buttheyknowthedifferencebetweenEnglish

andXhosa"?

Me:"hm.mhNtandoplease"

Him:"buttheyneedtobeamongkidstheirage

Luu,itslikethey'reisolatedfromtheoutsideworld

ngoku"

Me:"that'snottrue,theyhaveus,theirsiblingsand

theiruncles"

Him:"asizontangazaboxasisonke"

Ikeptquiet...



Justthen,myeldersistercalledontheiPhone

Me:"hey,auntKeri"

Keri:"heysweety,howareyou"?

Me:"I'mokay,justtired.You"?

Keri:"imokaytoo,whatgotyousotired"?

Me:"Ithinkitsfatiguehey"

Keri:"youmustrest,eatalotoffruitsandveggies"

Me:"imeventhinkingofjoiningthegym"

Keri:"that'sagoodidea,howaremykiddies"?

Me:"they'resogrownyhoKeri,theycanbeallover

theplace"

Keri:"theyshouldgotodaycarenow"

Irolledmyeyes,kutheniezothethaexactlywhat

Ntandowassaying?

Me:"they'restillyoungKeriyhu"



Keri:"heheheee!Young?Areyousure"?

Me:"yestyhini"

Sheburstwithlaughter

Me:"Istillwannaspendtimewiththembeforethey

cangothere"

Keri:"you'rebeingunfairtothemthough,there'squite

alottheycanlearnatschool"

Me:"I'llthinkaboutit"

Keri:"mmh,Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"thankyousis"

Keri:"sowhenareyouplanningtovisit"?

Me:"whenareyouplanningtoinviteus"?

Keri:"Hahaokay,I'minvitingyounow"

IstolealookatmyhusbandcozIknewwhatIwas

abouttosaywouldcontradictwhatIsaidtohim



earlier..

Me:"ifIcomeIcanonlycometonightbutyour

husbandwillhavetobringmebacktomorrow

eveningwhenmyfamilyisback"

Keri:"aretheyaway"?

Me:"they'regoingtonightbutthey'llbebackagain

tomorrow"

Ntando:"might"

Keri:"whatwasthat"?

Me:"yourbrotherinlawjustsaidmight,Idon'tknow

mightwhat"

Keri:"hahahadon'ttellmehemightnotgo"

Me:"Iwouldn'tbesurprised"

Keri:"he'ssuchapartypooper,anywayI'vegottago"

Me:"ayt,I'lltellyouofourplanlateron"

Keri:"sharp"



Wehungup

Me:"uthinibabe"?

Him:"wemightormightnotgo"

Me:"you'renotfeelingwellnyhaninah"?

Hepulledapuppyfacendamhleka cozI

knewhedidn'treallywannagohomeespeciallynow

thatIalso"might"visitKeri.Uchukuolungaka?

Him:"youwannavisitKerikodwayoudon'twantto

gowithustoEastLondon"

Me:"atKeri'sI'mgonnabeachild,eMontiI'mgonna

beadaughter-in-law.Bigdifference"

Him:"thenwe'renotleaving,we'llstayrighthere

whereyouarejustmywife"

Me:"mykidsmisstheirgrannythough"

Him:"I'lltakethem,theycanspendtheweekendpha



butmnandizobuyakwanamhlanje"

Me:"I'llcallmakhuluangavumiubuye"

Him:"don'tsaythat,Iwannaspendtimewithyou

fondini"

Me:"nah,youjustdon'twantmetogotoKeri'shouse.

Iseerightthroughyoukalok"

Him;"what'swrongwiththat"?

Me:"tyhiniThixo!Ineedabreak,Ineedtobeaway

fromallofyou,includingyournaggingsons

otherwisendizogugandimncinci"

Him:"butsihlelisizogugasobabini"

Me:"Ntandokhawgodukewethu,ulaleI'msureno

Sinomissyou"

Him:"worryyamkubaandizolalatu"

Ilookedathiminunbelief

Waskewandihlekaumntu!
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IntheafternoonIdecidedtobathewithmy

kids,whethertheyaregoingornot.Ifilledthe

bathtubwithfoamandmildbathsaltsthenwe

soakedin,leavingNtandosleepinginhisbed...

Uba:"mamamutheniutata"?

Me:"he'stired"

Uve:"I'mtirednamanehmama"?

Me:"whatmadeyoutiredkanene"

Uve:"dlalileigameinyourphonekalok"

Me:"soyou'retiredbecauseofthegame"?

Uve:"ewenje"

Webathed,whenweweredonewewenttowearPJs

justincasedaddywasseriouswhenhesaid"might".



Uba:"mamaafouneleukhulu"

Me:"oohmntanam"

Itookhisdad'sphoneandcalledgranny

Her:"hello"?

Uba:"khulu"

Her:"ndoda,yhuandisanikhumbuli"

Uve:"nathi"

Her:"nizozaniniuzondibona"

Uba:"tataUbalalileyena"

Uve:"kafunisiwambesizekuwe"

Her:"uphiyenauLuthando?Itshonikuyeanizise"

Uba:"kafuninaye"

Uve:"uphiuSinonoOwe"?

Her:"baseskolweni"



Uba:"abuyanini"?

Her:"zobaxelelabanifouneleofikakwabovha"?

Uve:"okay,zozaniniwenakhuluApha"?

what??

Her:"ndizozasoonmntanamndizonithatha

xabengafuniukunizisaabazalibenu"

Uba:"izangokuke"

Her:"heee,Kulatekalokndodangoku"

Uba:"calluncleMotocome"

Her:"I'llcallhimksasakemntanamuyevha"?

Uve:"okay"

Her:"nikauLuthandoiphoneke"

Ubajustpouted

Itookthephone..



Me:"hellomama"

Her:"hellosisiunjani"?

Me:"I'mwellenkosi,unjaniwena"

Her:"I'mwelltoo,uphiuNtando"?

Me:"ulelemama"

Her:"ooh,yhuanisanqabe"

Me:"yhomamandiyakwazinonqaba,we'vebeenabit

preoccupied"

Her:"ooh,umtshatousaniphethekakuhle?

AkakaphindiagezeuNtando"?

Me:"haysiserightma"

Her:"okayke,kengokunicingaubazisanini

abantwana"?

Me:"heeemakhulu,unyanakhokeebengumntuoza

ngaphonamhlanjelatesoandimazinobaujikilena

butbendimcelileahambenabo"

Her:"oohokay,bathabantwanahe'ssleeping.Ishe



sick"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysure,ebekhewakhuphaksasaoko

keebedinweiminiyonkesamyekawalala"

Her:"yho,ovukakwakhrtellhimtocallme"

Me:"alrightma"

Her:"alrightmntanam"

Wehungup,ItookthekidswithmeasIwentto

preparedinnerIgavethemsnackssolong.Ithought

IshouldcallAnelisasinceengakhangeadeatshoba

wenzenjaningezintozikaSino

Her:"S'bongile"

Me:"wenzenjaningezintozomntana"?

Her:"Idecidedtodeliverthempersonally"

Me:"sure"

Her:"sharp"



Ohwell

What'sstoppingher?Nowthatbevananobaby

daddy?Speakingofbabydaddy,hewalkeddownthe

stairslookinglikehewashitbyatruck

Him:"whydidn'tyouguyswakemeup"?

Me:"yhoawumbibaby,didyoucheckyourselfoutin

themirror"?

Him:"kungonaundiqhaphelayobandimbi"?

Me:"hey,Iguessit'struewhentheysayloveisblind"

Hemumbledsomething asheopenedthe

fridgeandtookoutgrapeswayohlalaphandleonthe

patiophoflomntuisshirtlessandbarefoot.

Onlytheotherhand,Ihadthisabsurdcraving

yomvubowomngqusho butIthoughtofwaysto

convincehimsphindesityeamasibutthatwas

impossiblesoIcookedsomethingelse,hissons

wenttohimoutsideandIgotacallfromLiz



Me:"Liz,hey"

Liz:"hey,hoegaandit"?

Me:"tislekker,enmetjy"?

Liz:"ekook,hoelastehetjymetjoubroerpraat"?

Me:"niesolangnie,hoekomvrajy"?

Liz:"hy'tgebelwanthywouJuniorhênaweek"

Me:"sowatisdieprobleem"?

Liz:"eknievertroudaaimeisiemetmykindnieTrina

enekhetvirMarcussêmaarhy'sdifficultsoos

altyd"

Me:"watmeisienou"?

Liz:"daaiLindachic,man"

Me:"ooh,yho.Sowatwiljydoen?WantdaaiLinda

chickisinMarc'sselewenou"

Liz:"ekweet"

Me:"enJuniorisMarc'ssekind"



Shesighed...

Me:"ekisook'nstiefmaLizenekverliefmymanse

kinderssoosmybloedkinders"

Liz:"ekweet"

Me:"asLindaasverliefdemetMarcusaseksien

daandaarisniksomteworryabout.She'llneverhurt

Junior"

Liz:"Iguesstisparanoia"

Me:"givethemabenefitofdoubtbabe,shemight

surpriseyou"

Liz:"okay...Thankshey"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup,Iloweredthestovesandwentoutside.

Ntandoneedstocallhismomkalok

Me:"baby"?



Twins:"hm"?

Me:"notyou,yourdad"

Uve:"daddyisnotababy"

Me:"he'smybabykalokVe"

Uba:"daddyubabywena"?

Him:"hm"?

Uba:"uthiUthandobabykuwe"

Him:"ayingoLuthandokuwekalok"

Uba:"Iknow"

Gqibawangathikhangeathetheumntanamsana

wapholaKuhead.

‍♀

Me:"umakhulusaidyoushouldcallherback"

Him:"don'ttellmeyoucalledher,Idon'tfeellike

goinganymore"

Me:"callher"



Him:"ndsalele"

Me:"tyhiniunesibinditatakhe"

Igavehimmyphone,Ilefthimdialingthenumber.I

layonthecouchandjustwatchedTVthinking

eitherhe'sreallysickorjustdoesn'twantmetogo.

Butthat'sbeingselfishnje
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Aweeklater...

MykidswereinEastLondonandIwasreturning

homefromKeri'safterspendingaweekwithher,one

thingisforsurekephaya.Ijustbecomeachild.Iget

pamperedleft,rightandcentreevenJoedoesn't

wantmetoliftafingerphaandIgottohaveaheart

toheartwithmybigsiswithoutfeelingjudged.

Ntandoapparentlydroppedoffthekidsandreturned

backtoPEthefollowingdaysowahlalayedwaloo

vekiyonke.



KwaukuzendihlalejustaweekkwaKerihekepton

callingokobahe'slonelyImustcome

home butIjustfelttheneedtobeaway

fromhimandthisoneweekwasn'tenoughatall.We

neededtimeapartnjekancincibuthedidn't

understand

Him:"babe"?

Me:"ndcelauzondthathaeairport"

Him:"sure"

Ihungupandwaitedforhim,Idecidedtocall

Lwandisosolong...

Soso:"hm"?

Me:"khawuvukeLwandisowethu"

Soso:"funi"



Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Iheardsomeshuffling...thensilence

Me:"Soso"

Soso:"babe"

Me:"Imissyou"

Soso:"cometoPortugalkalok"

Me:"really"?

Soso:"what'sbotheringyou"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Soso:"butsomethingisbotheringyou"

Me:"Ineedavacation"

Soso:"shouldIsendsomeonetopickyouup"?

Itooktimetothink...

Iknewhe'sserious..



Me:"lemmetalktomyhusband,I'llgetbacktoyou"

Soso:"sure,anddontlethimguilttripyouinto

changingyourmind"

Me:"he'sstillmyhubbyandtheheadofthehouse

though"

Soso:"andhe'sgotthekeytoyourheart"

Me:"that'snotabadthing"

Soso:"notifhe'llmanipulateyoungayo,babeifhe

lovesandtrustsyouthenheshouldbeabletobe

comfortableevenifyou'recenturiesapart"

Me:",LikewenanoLindo"?

Soso:"ewe,shetrustsme.That'senoughformenot

tofallforthesesexyPortuguesewomen"

Me:"Ihearyou"

Soso:"ndizolindaicallke"

Me:"sharp"



Andwhydidn'tIdateSosobackthenkanene?

‍♀

Isawmybaeatadistanceandmyskippedabeat

hewaswalkingalone.Igotupandpulledmy

travelcasendamkhawulela.Hetookthecaseaswe

hugged,andrightnowIrealizedhowmuchImissed

him wekeptthehugintense.

Him:"Imissedyou"

Me:"metoo"

Webrokethehug,hekissedmylipsandsmiledat

myblushingfacethenhetookmyhandasheledme

tothecar.

Him:"You'renothungry"?

Me:"nah"



WedrovehomelisteningtoWhitneyHouston's

album.WhenwegothomeIgotacallfromFaith...

Me:"MrsTitus"

Her:"heybabe,how'syou"?

Me:"I'mgoodgood,you"?

Her:"I'mgreat,Iwantedtofindouthaveyouthought

aboutwhatIaskedofyou"?

Me:"yeahIhave,sorryIdidn'tgetbacktoyousooner"

Her:"noproblemsweetysowhathaveyoudecided

on"?

Ikindafigured,Ntandowouldneverallowmetogo

toPortugalnjeoutoftheblueBUThewaskeenon

megoingtothisretreatbecauseitsolelyinvolved

the"other"sideofmyfamily.

SamefamilythatLwandisoispartof



Me:"I'dbehappytojoinyou''

Her:"yhuthankyoubaby,plsforwardmeyouremail

addresssoIcanforwardyoutheaccesscardand

voucher"

Me:"alright"

Her:"enjoytherestoftheday"

Me:"youtoo"

Wewalkedinside...

Hecametojoinmeinthecouch,normallyhe'dsit

wheremyfeetareandmassagethembuthechose

tositontheuppersidesohecouldbeclosetomy

lips wellatleastthat'swhatIthought.

Butitdoesn'treallymatter.

Him:"yazibankululendluxaningekho"

Me:"ingathindiyaphindandiyakushiyanjesoon"



Him:"uyakwiretreat"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"atleastitsinaweek'stimeifisengemonth

end"

Me:"mh"

Heremovedastrandofhairoutofmyface,oureyes

lockedforagoodminute.Icouldseethehungerin

hiseyesaswekepttheglancewithoutblinkingfora

second.

Him:"Iloveyoubaby"

Ididn'twannaanswerhim,Ijusttooktheleadand

kissedhim.Hefollowedrightbehindmy

lead,allowingmetobeincontrol.Eventhoughwe

weredeepinthekissingsession,Icouldfeelthat

he'sfeverishsoIstoppedandtouchedhisforehead



Me:"yhoyouneedtoseeadoctortatakhe,ushushu"

Him:"I'msupposedtobehotthough"

Gqibahewinked

Igotupandtookmyhandbagalongwithcarkeys

ndamjonga

Him:"andthen"?

Me:"I'mtakingyoutothedoctor"

Him:"huh"?

Me:"ndcelauphakametorho"

Hegotupandwalkedtomendaphuma

Him:"LuuIfeelfinenje,akhoneed"

Me:"yeahright"

Hefollowedmeandlocked,wegotinthecar



sahamba.Icaughthimsmilingsheepishly

Me:"andthat"?

Him:"Ilikeitwhenyou'rebossy"

Me:"tyhiniNtando"

Him:"butI'mfinebabe,seriously"

Me:"let'swaitforthedoctortodecideonthat"

Him:"butbabewhyuzodlalangemaliwhenI'mtelling

youI'mfine?Khawucingengesenzentoningalomali

szayiwaste'rkugqirha"

Me:"watshongathiyeyokugqibelamyenam,utsho

kwangokubasibroke"

Him:"andinamaliKagqirhamnababe"

Me:"oohhayndinayokemna,letmespoilyouJojo"

Waskewahleka ‍♀ kalokxaengenayo

eyozisakwagqirhandinayokemna.Abantu

abaninzibafaziintlokonjeezimuncuumntu



angayihoyikubaitskindaanormtohaveaheadache

kantilingcwabalakhe,kungcoliwewethuphandlapha

andwithNtandohavingenemiesalloverIcouldn't

taketheriskatall.I'mstilltooyoungtobeawidow

mntakaMoses.
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Wegottothedoctor'sofficeandwaitedsincewe

didn'tmakeanappointment.

Ifelthisforeheadandthetempwasactuallyhigher

now

Him:"I'mnotsick,stopfussingplease"

Me:"eshekhawundiyekewethuNtando"

Him:"baby"

Me:"yourtemperatureissohighyetyoustillreckon

you'refine,really"?

Him:"okay,maybeitsjustfluthen"



Me:"sovangogqirhaketata"

Hekeptquiet,Iunderstoodwherehewascoming

from.He'stheonewhousuallyfussesaround

peoplemostofthetimeandnowI'mfussing

ngaye,he'snotusedtothat.

Wewerecalledinwhenitwasourtime,hedidthe

consultationandthedoctorsaidhe'scomingoff

withflu.Wepaid,gotthemedsandIdroveusback

home.Iforcedhimtoswitchoffhisphones,he

needstofocusonhimselfngoku,thegrownmenhe

workswithmustfindwaystohandlebusinesses

withouthim.

Me:"ufunautyantonitatakhe"?

Him:"stickyribswithpap"

Me:"Kay"

Igotupandwasabouttogotothekitchenwhenhe

calledmebackagain



Me:"mmh"

Him:"...comesithereforaminute"

Ijoinedhimonthecouchndamjongabaathethe

Him:"andiguliokay"

Me:"sure"

Him:"good,nowplsstopfussingundenzandifeel'e

asifndiyagulanyhani"

Ismiled, whyishefrustratedxandim

pamperishathough?

Me:"Iloveyouyayazineh"?

Him:"Uzandenzelanyhaniezistickyribs"?

Me:"ewebabe,ufunanantonienye"?



Him:"Ijustwannasitwithyou,that'sall"

Me:"ithicuddle"

Him:"yesthat"

Me:"sayitkalok,C.U.D.D.L.E"

Him:"you'reenjoyingthis,aren'tyou"?

Me:okayndikuyekile.Letmecookforyouthenwe'll

cuddleohluthakwakhoke"

Him:"mmkay"

Ikissedhimonthelipsandheblushed I

kissedhimagainwahleka

Him:"babywhatareyoudoingtome"?

Me:"lovingyou"

Him:"you'remakingagrownmanblush"

Me:"butitsmyjobnje,I'mnotdoinganythingoutof

theordinary"

Him:"youshouldvisitKerimoreoften"



Me:"ndingapakishanangokuntwanayam"

Him:"haikeuyay'moshaincoko"

IlaughedathowfasthebecameseriouswhenIsaid

that,Ithenlefthimandwenttocookproperfoodfor

him.Whilecooking,IgotacallfromRanger

Me:"Ranger"

Him:"Mrs,ugrand"?

Me:"ndigrand,ugrandwena"?

Him:"ndisharp,andimfumaniumyeniwakhoI've

beencallinghimallday"

Me:"ikhonaingxaki?Imean,somethingthatyouor

Marccan'thandle"?

Him:"noayontoinkulubutIstillthinkIshouldrunit

throughhim"

Me:"unfortunatelykeyou'llhavetotrustyourgut.He

won'tbehandlinganybusinessokwangoku"



Him:"iseverythingokay"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"ndcelanjeefiveminutesMrs,Iwon'ttakelong"

Me:"uleleRanger,thedoctorsaidheneedstorest"

Him:"doctor?Mrsareyousureyonkintoigrand"?

Me:"I'mquitecertain"

Hesighed...

Him:"okaykeI'lltrycallinghimtomorrow"

Me:"trycallinghimafteraweek.Please"

Him:"yhundingafa!Kingmanifunaiiupdatesevery

eveningkalok"

Me:"mamelalentondiyithethayoRangerandcallhim

afteraweek"

Him:"yho...Khayekemfethu"



Me:"sure"

IhungupandcontinuedwhatIwasdoing,the

injectionhegotfromthedoctormusthavebeen

workingcozndifikeelelexandoyomkroba.Thatgave

meachancetotreatmyselftoabananasplittopped

withapricotjamandatablespoonofcondensed

milk .I'vebeencravingthisforaweek

nowanditblessedmysoultheminuteittouchedmy

tongue .

WhenIwasdoneIwenttositintheloungeandjust

watchedhimsleep...

ThenIthoughtofcallingthekids

Ma:"hellokotiza"

Me:"hellomamaninjani"?

Ma:"siyaphilamntanam,unjaniwena"?

Me:"Imgoodmama,bakuphethenjaniabantwana



bakho"?

Ma:"akathethiuUvelileheee!Tyhiniuxakile"

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,uxakenyhaniakatyholwa.

Me:"baphingokumama"?

Ma:"bamnkenoNoxolo,bazobuyalate"

Me:"oohokay,umamakaSinoebefikile"?

Ma:"ewesisiebeziseiimpahla"

Me:"ooh,obuyakwabondcelaubaxelelebandfounele

ndiyabakhumbula"

Ma:"heee,uSinoingathiufunauzofundakwelocala

nje"

Me:"kusukekwathiningokuIthoughtutatakhespoke

toheraboutthatnje"

Ma:"andimaziebethethangantoninoninakodwake

ubuyekuyesethethalonto"

Me:"hmmm,mnk.SobonabutIdon'tseethat



happening.Unlessshecanwaituntilxaezongenae

highschoolke"

Ma:"that'swhatItoldbothofthem,theyshouldat

leastwaituntiltheyreachhighschool"

Me:"okaykemamabyebye"

Ma:"uphilonqevuwalapha"

Me:"hahahahaibomamakutheniezobangunqevu

ngoku"?

Ma:"akananyaniumyenakhoyuuhmakoti,yinkuntsela

kanqevu"

Me:"ulelemamauneflu"

Ma:"oohumntanam,andiqondinobaninawo

umhlonyaneapho"

Me:"Itookhimtothedoctorearlier,hegotan

injectionandsomemedssoinobakusasebenza

zonangoku"

Ma:"oohokay,okaykemntanam"

Me:"byema"



Wehungup

IwantedtowakeNtandoup akanondiphekisa

ogqibaalalekalok Ireallywantedto.

Makavuke,hedidafterallpromisemeacuddle.
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Ilethimsleep

Hereallyneededtorestbethunayhini Ilazed

aroundthathousedoingnothing,Icouldn'tevengo

checkouthowmybusinessisdoinglestavuke

ndingekhoumntakaZkhalisetefakangaka

namhlanjeizobangathiIneglectedhimegula.

Itookmylaptopandsearchedforkindergartensthat

werenearerandwellrecommendedformy

kids,maybenextyearImightjustregisterthem.I

foundjustafewsoInotedthemdowncozIhadto

physicallycheckthemout,theinternetcouldgive

falsehope.



...

Afterthreehours...

Idecidedtogoandnapupstairsndimshiyeelounge

yedwaandIwasn'tgonnasleeponthecouch,there

wasnothingelseIcoulddo...ButImissedmykids

though.AfteranhourndileleIfelthimgettingtobed

nexttomesoIopenedmyeyessajongana

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Him:"wakeup"

Me:"yhouyalalamfethu"

Him:"nguwenalagqirhawakhowhoaretoblame"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Igotupandstretched...



Him:"uyaphikengoku"?

Me:"aren'tyouhungry"?

Him:"mmh"

UNtandouskeathininah? ‍♀

Wefollowedeachothertothekitchen,Idishedout

forusseparatelyandservedhimthenndayothatha

okwamsatya.

Me:"abantwanabambabuyaninitatakhe"?

Him:"monthend"

Me:"yhuuuasoze"

Him:"haibo"

Me:"ndiyobathathamnanextweek"

Him:"khayekeabantwanabahlalenabanye

abantwanaLuthando"

Me:"anentiremonthkengoku"?

Him:"nobabangasolebegqibaunyakakwelacala"



Me:"babyplsdon'tsaythat"

Him:"wehaven'thadenoughqualitytimeeven"

Me:"huh"?

Him:"thekidsbeinggonegivesusenoughtimeto

bondtogetherashusbandandwifeLuthando

Ntabeni"

Me:"erh,incasewe'remistakingsomething

lovie...thisisbondingasitis"

Him:"hehhaikengokuLuu"

Me:"relax,allI'msayingisthatImissmykids.Khona

utheniwanditefelakangakanjendazibona

ndinesanaelidala"?

Him:"tyhini"

Me:"umamauyakukhumbulakelontoemonti"

Him:"ndizoyaklaweekenduhambangayokalok

andizohlalaaphandedwa"



Me:"ooh,there'ssomethingIwannaaskyou"

Him:"about"?

Me:"babekahle-kahleuAnelisaithiniintoyakhe"?

Him:"whatdoyoumean"?

Me:"arey'allfriendsnow"?

Him:"mnanoAnelisa?Friends"?

Me:"wellmaybenotfriends,butniyathethamos?

Unlikebefore"

Him:"ewe,utheni"?

Me:"okay,firstshedecidedthatshe'lldeliverthe

thingsforSinobyherself,nowuthiumamaafteru

Sinoedibenenayeshe'shellbentonstudying

kwelicalaazohlalanathi"

Him:"mxm,don'tpayhermuchattention.Ispoketo

thekidsaboutthatandwereachedanagreement

uyaziphambanisanjeuAnelisa"

Me:"usure"?

Him:"babyasizovangabantwanasingazovango

Anelisa"



Me:"Idon'twantyoutothinkIdon'twantthekids

herekodwandihlalanaboooUba"

Him:"andwhere'sthiscomingfrom"?

Me:"Ijustdon'twantyoutothinkIhaveanagenda

whenIsaywecan'ttakethekidsjustyet...we

will,eventually"

Him:"Babydon'tletAnelisagettoyou,she'sanon

factor"

Me:"I'mnotworriedabouther,I'mworriedmore

aboutyourdaughter"

Him:"I'lltalktoSinoxandigodukile"

Me:"kay"

Him:"youworryyourselfnangezintoezimuncu"

Ididn'tanswerhim,Iknewthattherewasmoreto

thisthanmeetstheeye.I'vecometoknowmyfamily

evenatadistanceIknowtheirtricks.

Him:"stopthinkingaboutthis"



Me:"hm,Ihavetoleaveyouforaanhourorso"

Him:"uyaphi"?

Me:"there'ssomethingIwannacheckoutkooLibo"

Him:"I'lldriveyou"

Me:"you'resupposedtoberesting"

Him:"Iamnotsickbabykhayekelentouyenzayo"

Me:"I'mjustfollowingdoctor'sorders"

Him:"thatdoct-"

Heranforthebathroom,Ifollowedhimwithaglass

ofwaterndafikaekukhuphakonkeebekutyile.Igave

himtheglassofwaterandwaitedforhimtorinse

hismouththenwereturnedtothelounge

Him:"don'tlookatmelikethat"

Me:"I'mjustwondering"

Him:"wonderingwhat"?

Me:"ifyouinsistyou'renotsickthenthisisdefinitely



morningsickness"

Him:"huh"?

Me:"umithisebanntwanayam"?

Him:"tyhini,ukubayileyokalokndimithisewena

yintonileundibuzayona"?

Me:"hello,andimithimna.Forgotwhatthedoctor

saidthelasttimeIhadanAUBepisode"?

Him:"wellyou'retheonlywomanIsleptwith"

Me:"only"?

Him:"yesLuthando,only"

Me:"babyareyousureI'mtheonlywomanyou've

sleptwith?Like,nyhaninyhani"?

Him:"Ihatewhatyou'redoing"

Me:"heeehayuxoloke"

Him:"IknowwhatI'mtalkingaboutxandsithiyou're

theonlywomanI'vesleptwith"

Me:"kalokIdon'tunderstandthat'swhyndigxinisisa"

Him:"Iknowwhoyou'rereferringtoandIused



protection"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"youdon'tbelieveme"

Me:"that'snotimportant"

Him:"tomeitis,youropinion,yourthoughtsmatter"

Me:"wellI'mnotpregnant"

Him:"howdoweknow?"

Me:"I'vebeenpregnantbefore,I'monthepill.I'd

know,thankyouverymuch"

Him:"ayandyazikenam"

Me:"hm"

Ndathula.

[10/11,19:29]‪+27730692704‬:#423

Hetookmeshoppingfortheretreat...



Me:"worsekeubugulaaphakunzimauzikhuphela

imaliKagqirha"

Him:"ItoldyouIdon'thaveimaliKagqirha,Ididn't

sayIdon'thavemoneyatall"

Me:"kodwatatakheIdon'tneedanyofthesethings,I

havemostofthemendlini"

Him:"butazikhontsha"

Me:"babe...Okaynantsiexample;PJsarefor

sleeping,notforshowingoff"

Him:"okay...toiletries?Andthis"?

Heaskedliftingupatrendyweekendbag,Ismiled

andtookitdecidingnottofighteachandeveryidea

hebouncesofftomethoughforrealtherewasno

needyezizintocozIhadthemathome.

Whenweweredonewewenttoeatout...

IfellinlovewiththemorerelaxedNtandotoapoint

thatattimesIwantedtomakesureisenguye

notubodytwowakhe.



Him:"youknow,Iwonderattimeswhatisitthatyou

daydreamabout"

Iwascaught andIwasn'tashamedofit.

Me:"you"

Him:"Istillhavethateffectonyou"?

Me:"whywouldyounot"?

Him:"therecenteventsinourmarriage..."

Me:"we'llgetthere,itwon'tbethesameasbeforebut

Ihavethatwe'lldefinitelygetthere"

Him:"I'mindeedtheluckiestmanalive"

Me:"Ishouldhaverecordedthat"

Him:"hahayeahright,babeIcountyouthricewhenI

countmyblessings.Itdefinitelyain'tluckthoughI

doconsidermyselflucky,IthinkI'mblessed"

Me:"yeahwhatevs"



Him:"babyImeanit"

Me:"let'snotgetsentimentalnowpls,we'rejust

havinganicelunch"

Hedidn'tanswerme...

Weateandheadedhome,Ihadtwomoredaysto

spendwithhimthenitwouldbethetimetobond

withauntFaith andtheotherpossiblesecret

associate-Anelisa!Butthenagain,whywould

Anelisagotoaretreatwithusandriskmissingan

opportunityofmeetingbabydaddywhileI'maway?

She'scleverthanthat,right?Wellsheshouldbe I

meanIwouldbe,hadpositionsbeenreversed

Butthenagain,I'vebeenprivilegedenoughtobeu

madam

Him:"whyareyoualwaysrunningawayfrom

expressingyourheart"?



Me:"hm"?

Him:"I'venoticedhowyoubrushasideconversations

thatinvolvemattersoftheheart"

Me:"you'reimaginingthingstatakheandanyway,a

heartisthemostfragileinallwoman'sorgansso..."

Him:"webothknowI'mnotimaginingthingshere,

butI'lltakeyouranswer"

Me:"youshouldstoptreatingmelikeyouremployees

futhi"

Him:"howso"?

Me:"stopanalysingme"

Him:"Ispentmostoftheimportantphaseofour

marriageawayfromyoubecauseofmylineofwork,

allowmetolearnyou"

Me:"sothisisyouconfessingtomethatyoudon't

knowme,afteralltheseyears"?

Him:"lifeisajourney,soisaperson."

Me:"haytatakhe,sonowI'majourney"?



Him:"whatI'mtryingtosayisthatnowthatI'mafull

timehusbandandfather,there'salotthatI'm

learningngaweandthekids.ThingsItookfor

grantedbefore"

Me:"oh..okay"

Him:"youshouldstopanalyzingeverythingIsay"

Me:"yeahhey,somethingaboutthejourneyand

people.I'msureyouunderstand"

HelaughedasIjustturnedhislineandreferencedit

tohim.Justthen,uncleSihlecalledonmyphone.

Me:"uncleSish"

Him:"mommydearest,howiseveryone"?

Me:"we'redoinggreat,howareyou"?

Him:"I'mgood,Ijustmisstheyoungkingsbethuna"

Me:"yho,founelaumakhulubaseMonti"

Him:"I'mtakingleavenextweek,ndcelanindiboleke



bona"

Me:"hahaplstellmeyou'rejoking"

Him:"I'mserious,ifIcouldI'dgotoPortugalqhau

Sosoakakazazinobauyabuyana"

Me:"isheonholiday"?

Him:"Ithinkhe'salsotakingleave"

Me:"AndIdidn'tknow,wow.Akumnandi"

Him:"I'mnotgettinginvolvedtu,canItakethekids"?

Me:"okayI'lltalktotheirdadfirstthenI'llcallyou"

Him:"noneedtocallme,ndizozaaphointwodays"

Me:"twodays?HaySihleizanextweekchap"

Him:"why"?

Me:"I'mgoingawayfortheweekendandubhuti

wakhoisgoingtoEastLondon,ifyoucomeakazoya

emonti"

YhoakayihlekauSihle,Ididn'tevenwannalookat

Ntando'sface.



Me:"youknowI'mseriousright"?

Him:"Iknowandyeah,Iunderstand.I'llcomethe

followingweek"

Me:"thankyou,where'sKay"?

Him:"Idon'tknow.Idon'tevenwannaknow"

Me:"Uh-oh!Troubleinparadise"?

Him:"he'salwaysstressedoutmvanje,Ithinkthese

babieszizam'gugisa"

Me:"awman,tellhimwemisshim"

Him:"Iwon't,you'dswearebencediswendimumithisa

thewayhesnapsatme"

Me:"kaloknawehelphimdestress"

Him:"Ihavetohandleourownbusinesses,handle

someofyourhusband'sbusinesses,Ihavemyown

girlfriendandmyownlife.Akhent"

Me:"butyou'rereallynotsupportivedude"

Him:"thenthere'sthatMirandachickwithout



manners.Oneachingheadisenough,she'smore

thanaoneweekHeadache"
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Onedayclosertotheretreat...

Itwasmyturntospoilhimthoughthemorning

sicknesshadn'tsubsidedItreatedhimtohome

madeporridgeekseni,chickenschnitzelsandgreen

saladforlunchthenmuttonstewanddumplingsfor

dinner...

Wechilledindoorsfortheentireday,haddinnerthen

chilledatthecouch,cuddlingandwatchinga

romcom

Hekissedmyneck..

Him:"whydoIgetafeelingyoudon'twanttogo

ngomso"?

Me:"hahayourfeelingsaremessedupmylove,I'm



goingalright"

Him:''haibobabe"

Me:"haibobabenyhani,youencouragedmetogonje"

Him:"Iknow"

Iturnedaroundandfacedhim

Him:"don'tgimmethatlookmamakhe"

Ikissedhislipsstillsmilingathim,hedidn'tgive

awayanyemotion.Icontinuedforacoupleoftimes

untilIcouldfeelhisbodyheatrising,thenIfelthim

bitingmylipsIgiggled.Wecontinuedforawhile...

Hebrushedastrandofhairoutofmyfacethenhe

fullykissedme

Him:"thankyou"

Me:"forwhat"?



Him:"notgivinguponus"

Me:"ohNtandotana,webothdidn'tgiveuponus

don'tmakeitsoundlikeI'mthereasonwhywe're

stilltogether"

Him:"ifyouhadn'tforgivenmewewouldn'tbehere"

Me:"theysayittakestwototangoboo"

Ifelthislipsonmineagain,thistimetheywere

accompaniedbyhunger,lust.Ihelpedthesituation

bypullinghisheadtomeasweexploredeach

othersmouths.Nextthing,mytopwentofffollowed

byhisT-shirtandvestsothatleftusshirtless.He

kisseddowntomynavelandbackupagain,he

lookeddeepintomyeyesashebitthecornersofmy

lips,frustratingmeabit.Ibithisbottomlipand

suckedhimin,hemoanedagiggleaswekissed

deeper.Iunbuckledhisbeltandpulleddownhis

pants,hestoppedmehalfwaywithoutbreakingthe

kissthenIfeltthewarmthofhistonguedownthe

sideofmyneck,allovermycleavage...

Thenheunclaspedmybra,Imoanedashetookmy



nipplesintothewarmthofhismouthandsuckled.

Me:"baby"

Him:"ssh"

Hewentfurtheronuntilwewerebothstarknaked...

Me:"babeupstairs"

Him:"no,righthere"

Iwasoutofbreath,Icouldn'targuewithhimon

whereyohavethedeed.Itdidn'treallymatter

anyway,wewerehomealone.

Thewetwarmthofhistonguetraveleddowntoin

betweenmylegs.Iwasalreadypantingforbreath,I

couldn'twaitforhimandheknewverywellthatI

wasreadyhencehestalledandtookhistimekissing

andbitingmyinnerthighsprofitingasighescaping

frommylipshereandthere;nowandthenuntilhe

landedonthecrownofmymound...Ilostallcontrol.



NtandoNtabenitookmetogreaterheights,cabau

nkabiubuyisanezaaantsukuneeveki

ebengazifumaniiimfanelozakhe.

Inthemorning,Iopenedmyeyesandhewasfast

asleep.Iwentcloserandcuddled,breathingagainst

hischestandsecretlyhopingthathe'dwakeupbut

hedidn't,wellnotforanhourorso.Iheardoneofhis

phonesring,Iextendedmyarmandtookit...

Me:"hello"?

Him:"hello,ingabayiphoneKaNtandole"?

Me:"eweyiyo,whoamIspeakingto"?

Him:"Ndcelayena"

Me:"ulele"

Him:"oh,S'bongile"?

Icheckedthescreen Bonginkosi.



Me:"I'lltellhimtocallyouwhenhewakesup"

Him:"okay,enkosi"

Ihungupandputthephonedown,whythehellwould

hecallmyhusbandsoearlyinthemorning?What

businessdotheyhave?LasttimeIcheckedthey

weren'ttalkingatall,oramImissingsomething?I

decidedtostoprightthere,maybehe'sjusttryna

reachoutandmakepeace.Justmaybe.Igot

up,wenttothebathroomandwentdownstairsto

makeaquickeasybreakfast.Iaddedchocolateand

berriesjustcozIcravedtheberries butIknewI

mightgetscoldedforeatingsweetthingssoearlyin

themorning.WhenIgottotheroomhewasstillfast

asleep Iputthetraydownbesidemybedtable

andgotinbednexttohim.Wewerefacingeach

other,Iblewaironhisface makavuketyhini

kuninindihlelimnaandI'mhungry.Iblewairagainin

hisnose..



Him:"hm.mh"

Me:"Wakeup"

Hedidn'trespond...

Iblewintohisclosedeyes

Him:"babyhm.mh"

Me:"wakeup"

Him:''stillearly"

Me:"kudalakusilewakeupdude"

Him:"Luthando"!

Istoppedandjustwatchedhim,haysanawaqina

isbindiuNtandoakavukatu.

Me:"ndiqumbilekejustknow"



Itookthetrayndatyamna,IheardhimwakingupI

pretendedasifandimvangatundatyamna.He

kissedmyneckacoupleoftimesthatImeltedand

giggled

Him:"thoughtuqumbile"

Me:"Gobrushyourteethuzotya"

Him:"kuvukwa"?

Me:"You'renothungry"?

Him:"Iju-"

Withthat,heranforthebathroom Ialmost

chokedonmyfoodkuhleka.AsIwasstill

laughing,mymotherin-lawcalled...

Me:"Helloma"

Sino:"Hellomama,unjani"?

Me:"heybaby,I'mgreatunjaniwena"?



Sino:"I'mgoodtoomama,Imissyou"

Me:"oohmntanamImissyoutooyazi"

Sino:"uzozaniniapha"?

Me:"I'llseenextmonth,butdaddyiscominglater

today"

Sino:"Nyhani"?

Me:"ewelove"

Sino:"okayke,nankuOwemamahewantstotalkto

youtoo"

Me:"givehimthephone"

Thephoneexchangedhands...

Owe:"mama"?

Me:"heyboy,unjani"?

Owe:"I'mgoodmamaunjaniwena"?

Me:"I'mgoodtoo,what'sup"?



Owe:"Ndcelauthengelwaibicyclema"

Me:"Oh,nini"?

Owe:"unayoimaliyoyithengangokumama"?

Me:"Ikhonayonaimalibut,Idon'twanttobuyitnow

njemntanamitwilldestructyoueskolweni"

Owe:"ohokay"

Me:"let'sstrikeadealneh"

Owe:"okay"

Me:"Passwithatleastfivelevel7'sngoDecember

thenI'llbuyitforyouimmediatelywegetyour

progressreport"

Helaughed...

Owe:"Icandothatmama"

Me:"haikemasidibanenge02KaDecember

mntanam"

Owe:"okaykemama,Undibuliselekutata"



Me:"uyezatonight"

IheardhimwhisperingtosomeonewhatIjustsaid

theexcitement.
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Daddydearestreturned...

Me:"ugrand"?

Hejustnod Ipassedhimthetrayoncehe

settledin

Him:"ubuthethanabani"?

Me:"neouyam"

Him:"Uneoungoku"?

Me:"yep,ahunkycuteyellowniqqa"

Him:"Andwheredidyoumeethim"?



Me:"That'snotimportant"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"uyaeMontimostonight"?

Him:"yeahwhy"?

Me:"myboyfriendwantstotakemeoutbeforeI

leavefortheretreat"

Hestoppedeatingandjustlookedatme,Ismiledat

hisfrustration.

Him:"you'rejoking,right"?

Me:"andifI'mnot"?

Him:"Luu"

Me:"haibo,you'reheredyingofmorningsicknessbut

stillunengxakinobaneoukwam"?

Him:"andisahambangatukemna"

Me:"uzohlalelantoniwhenyourfamilyisexpecting

toseeyouinEastLondontonight"?



Him:"InevertoldthemI'mcoming"

Me:"Ididyouthehonors"

Him:"ndfunaubonaleouyakhokalok"

Me:"I'llintroducehimtoyouwhenthetimeisright"

Heshookhisheadandcontinuedeating,Icontinued

insilenceuntilhespokeupagain.Inotedinhisvoice

thathewaskindahurtbywhatIjustsaid...

Him:"Luthandoareyouserious"?

Me:"nope"

Him:"don'tdothat"

Me:"dowhat?I'mplayingwithyou,loosenup"

Him:"youdon'tplaywithsuchthings,ndlelale

unesibindingayoungezanayowenaloouyakhouyi

introduce'ewithoutthinkingtwice"

Yhondaphelayintsini Istopped



eatingndamhlekandalalangomqolo...

Me:"butbabyundthathacheap"

Him:"withsuchcredit"?

Me:"youactuallythinkI'driskubomibomntana

wabantungomzisakuwe?Cummongimmesome

credit"

Him:"whatdoyoumeanriskhislife"?

Me:"babekalokaleopardneverchangesitsspots"

Him:"tyhiniLuthando"

Me:"gimmesomecreditniqqa"

Him:"You'retoosmartforyourownpants"

Me:"I'myourwife,that'swhy"

Ifeltakissonmycheekandblushed,lechapthinks

I'mstupidthough Iknowkalokthathe'sa



gangsta.Ukubalovy-dovykwakhekwangokudoesn't

changethat,theonlythingthateverwillchangehim

isrepentanceamnkeleuYesuqha.

IntheafternoonIhelpedhimpack,thenhetookme

towhereIwassupposedtomeetFaith...

Me:"she'snothere"

Him:"maybeshe'srunninglate"

Me:"sheshould'vesaidsokalok"

Hesatdownandordereddoublechocolatecakefor

thebothofus...

Him:"youcanstillcancel"

Me:"Iwon't,libalasthandwasam"

Him:"buthowdoyouleaveyoursickhusbandalone"?

Me:"Mysickhusbandisgoingtohismother,I'mvery



surehe'llbewelltakencareoff"

Him:"babydon'tyouhaveaheart"?

Me:"wayithathayonkenjebabyintliziyoyam"

Hesulked

Itookafork,fedhimthecakesmudgingthecorner

ofhismouthwithcream.Iwentforthandlickedif

off,kissinghimsoftlyandtenderly.

Him:"mmbabe"

Me:"sssh"

WekissedforacoupleofsecondsthenIpulledback

andsmiledathim

Him:"whydidyoustop"?

Me:"thisisapublicplace"



Him:"so"?

IfinishedoffthecakejustasFaithwalkedinungena

sexolisablahblahblah...

Me:"Iguesssyahambakebabe"

Him:"ndkhaphekalokndiyemotweni,nihambe

kakuhleMrsTitus"

Her:"surebhuti"

Wewalkedtogethertohiscar,hestoodbesidethe

carwithhisbackagainstthedoor.Hepulledme

closertohim,withaseriousfacialexpression...Ijust

pouted.Hekissedthepoutedlips,Ibithisownlips

wahlekabutwejustcontinuedkissingthenhe

stoppedandlookedintomyeyes

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyouevenmore"



Him:"I'mgonnamissyou"

Ijustlaughed Ikissedhimoncemorethenhe

left.
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#Ranger

SometimeswhenIspeaktothebigguyespecially

whenIraisemyconcernsabouthimdroppingthe

businessesIwonderiftruelovereallyexistsor

ugrootmanityisiwenguTrina.Justtheotherday,I

calledbecausetherewassomethingIhadtopass

throughhimforverificationbutTrinaansweredthe

phoneandtoldmetocallafteraweek,eventhen,I

toldhertheurgencyandimportanceofthematter

butsheignoredme.Xandifakelaigrootmanhejust

chuckled I'mtalkingaboutmillionsofdollarsthat

wereatstakeyethebehavedasifitsjustahundred

rand!



IgotacallfromMarcusevenbeforeIcalledthe

biguyaboutthatdeal

Me:"whiteguy"?

Marc:"mydarkie,hoebesigisjy"?

Me:"justsortingoutacoupleofmerchandise"

Marc:"IneedyoutogodowntoPEwhenyou're

done"

Me:"whatbusinessdoIhavedownthere"?

Marc:"findNomsa.BeforeIdo"

Itookadeepbreath...I'veheardenoughofthischick

formydearlifetime.

Me:"whydon'tyouletthebigguyhandleher,white

guy"?

Marc:"ifyoucan't,thenI'lldoitmyself"



Me:"Poloyouknowyoudon'twannacrossthenigga"

Marc:"fuckitRanger!IfBeatcannothandlehisshit

thenammahandleitforhimperiod"!

Hehunguponmejustasthekingmancalled...

Me:"TaB-"

Beast:"IneedyoutohandleNomsa,ASAP"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"makeitclean,wedon'tneeddramarightnow"

Me:"roger"

ItookacoupleoftheguysandweheadedtoPE

duringthemidnighthour.Wealreadyknewwhereto

findhersowewentstraighttohercribandinvaded

herspace.ItookToolkitwithmeaswewalkedto

herroom,Islightlyopenedthedoorjusttomakesure

thatshe'sinthere.Ireturnedtothelounge,Isawa

gasheater..tookitandaddedasecondonefromour



ownstuff(itwasuntraceable)thenIopenedthose

twoinsidethebedroom,tookthekeyfromthedoor

onceI'velockeditthenwejustlefteverythingasit

were.Whethershewokeupornot...she'dbeunable

toescape.

IntheweehoursofthemorningIlefttheguys

sleepingandwenttocheckoutthescene,work

perfectlyexecuted!IflewbacktoCapeTown...

#Luthando

Whenwegottotheplace...

Thiswomanbookedjustoneroomforthebothif

us,Iguessthat'swhatshemeantwhenshesaid

'bonding'timeforus.Iunpackedmythingswhileshe

spokeonphonewithherhusband,Iguessed.ThenI

gotcomfortableandwaited...

Decidedtocallmyownhusbandandtellhimwe

arrivedsafe.



Him:"ndizokuthatha"?

Me:"phi"?

Him:"kulendawoukuyo"

Me:"nahfam,Icalledtotellyouwearrivedsafe"

Him:"mxm,kay"

Me:"howfarareyou"?

Him:"Nottoofar,butI'mstillatthegarage"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"Evelyncalled"

Me:"Evecalledyou"?

Him:"surprise"

Me:"ebefunantoni"?

Him:"youobviously"

Me:"esheakasenadramanjecozshehasntcalled

me"

Him:"maybeshewilljustnow"

Me:"andI'llwaitforhertocallkesanacozndiyamazi



uzandizangochuku"

Him:"akhontondizoy'thethamna"

Me:"urightkalok,plscallmewhenyougethome"

Him:"hayuqaleniniulindangoku"?

Me:"EshegetoveryourselfIjustwannaspeaktomy

kids"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"byebye"

Him:"loveyou"

Me:"uyanceda"

Him:"hahahahaibobabe,youdon'tlovemeback"?

Me:"I'mnotsurewethutatakhe"

HelaughedasIhungup,Faithanddecidedtochange

intocostumesfirstthenwewenttothewarmed

poolsandjoinedthewhitepeoplewhowerealready

inthepool.Therewasabuffetofeverythingisland



Faith:"Soyouleftyourhusbandalone"?

Me:"ha.augodukile"

Faith:"ooh,unjaniphofu?How'slife"?

Thatwasthebeginningofthebondingsession

ke,wehadfunIwon'tliebutI'mquitecageywhenit

comestobuildingconversationaroundmy

household.

Ntandonevercalledmewhenhegothome,Ididn't

havetimekenamtocallhimIwasjusthavingtoo

muchfuntomindanything.InthemorningIwas

wokenupbymyphone...

Istretchedmyhandandtookitundermy

pillow,answeredwithoutcheckingthescreen

Me:"mh"?

Both:"mamamulelewena"?



MyheartsmiledasIturnedtosleeponmyback

Me:"heeey,whyareyouguysupsoearly"?

Uba:"vusiwenguUvemnamamam"

Uve:"vusiwenguSish'lenam"

Me:"wait..."

Icheckedthescreen yep,Sihlewasindeedin

EastLondoncoztheywerecallingonhisphone.

Me:"ufikeniniuSihle"?

Uve:"a'mazimama"

Iheardhimwhisper...

Uba:"fikiletoday"

Me:"mmh,andwhere'sdaddy"?

Uba:"sleeping"

Me:"kisshimforme"

Uve:"ha.amama"



Me:"huh"?

Uve:"zosulelahehfeverutatakho"

Uba:"uth'ukhulutatakhonefeversingadlalinaye"

Me:"haha!Okay,I'llcallhimonhisphone"

Uba:"ulele"

Me:"uright,uphiuSinonoOwe"?

Uve:"sinoyatyaipapanokhulu"

Uba:"Owehlelinotatam"

Me:"okayke,Iloveyouguys"

Both:"buyanini"?

Me:"heeehaikengok"

Sihlemusthavetakenthephonecoztheyhung

up,thankgoodness!Iwokeupandorderedfruit

saladwithultramelthenIworemyswimsuitand

headedforthepools.Mybreakfast(fruit)was

deliveredtothepool.
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#Ranger

Aboutacoupleofweeksafterwe"dealt"with

Nomsa,shewasreportedmissing,thenfounddeadin

thatexactsameflateBhayi...

Icalledthebigguy

Beast:"Ranger"

Me:"Grootman,ugrand"?

Beast:"mojandodakuwe"?

Me:"grand,Nomsaupdate"

Beast:"IthoughtItoldyoutodealwithher"

Me:"Idid,she'sbeenreportedmissingforawhile.

Todayufunyenwekulaflat"

Beast:"aha,welldone"

Me:"sowhat'snext"?

Beast:"takeAngawithyou,gopitchforthattender



kulacompanyyakheandmakesureyoumake

doublewhattheyoffer"

Me:"aytaBeast,youknowI'mnoboardroommaterial

nje"

Beast:"hencendisithithathauAnga,he'sgotthe

charm...you'reintimidative.Theperfectcombination

ofawinningteam"

Me:"okay,ndizoringanayejustnow"

Beast:"onemorething..."

Me:"yeah"

Beast:"plslearntouseemailsforcommunication"

Me:"heeehaikengokuta"

Beast:"andstopcallingmeebusuku,rathercallemini

whenLuthandoisatwork"

Me:"wait,she'srestrictedyoufromtakingcallsnow"?

Beast:"that'snotthepoint"

Me:"thenwhatisthepointtaBeast?Don'tyouthink

youshouldcomebacktotheCapenow?Ithink

you'reloosingyourselfkweliBhayi"



Iheardhimsigh...

Beast:"Iwon'tbeinCTforawhile,I'mstilltryingtofix

mymarriage"

Me:"I'msureTrinaisn'tthaatmadatyou,buyhera

giftGrootman.Uzomelter"

Beast:"LuthandocannotbeboughtIthoughtyou

shouldhavegotthatbynow,she'safreakenlawyer

Ranger...hermindworksdoubleyourown"

Me:"thentakeherout,buyheranothercar...Do

something,youcan'tjustneglectbusinessnje

kanjalokingman"

Beast:"I'mnotneglectinganythingRanger,Ihaveyou

andtherestoftheguystakingcareofthingsnow

stopbeingasissyandhandlethislikeaman"

Yep...

Thatonelinewasaconclusiontoourconversation,I



wasjustpolitelydismissed.Idecidedtonotargue,or

elsekwamnandizozifakaejaivini...

#Ntando

OkoebuyileuLuthandoIwasguardingmysteps,I

didn'twannadoanythingthatwouldangerheror

pissheroffagain.Rangercalledandupdatedmeon

theprogressofthe"Nomsaproject"butitwasnotin

myagenda,Igavethemtheprojecttohandleso

whatevertheoutcomes,yimhemheyabo.Theday

LuthandowenttotheretreatwithherauntIwas

obligedtogohome,onlybecauseshealreadytold

mymotherthatndiyeza.Idon'tknowwhatwas

happeningtome,Icouldn'tspendtimeawayfrom

her ithurtattimescozIcouldn'treallyexplain

whatwashappeningtomyemotionalsystemndlela

lebendiconfusedngayo.WhenIgothomemakhulu

gavemefluremedyndatyandalalaimmediately.In

themorningIgotacallfromToolkit...



Me:"hm"?

TK:"Grootman,usagidlile"?

Me:"thethaTK"

IsatupcozIknowuTKwilltakeixeshatosay

whateverhewantedtosay...

TK:"uLegendisbrewingupstormthisside"

Me:"whatisLegenddoinginCapeTown"?

TK:"andkhoseKapaGrootman,ndiseDurbanno

Marc"

Itooktimendakhendathula...

TryingtothinkcozDurbanisLegend'sterritorybut

whathappened?Whatstirredhim?

Me:"nimenzentoniuLegendTK"?

TK:"eyandikhosureGrootman,sifiketodayno



Marcussekushubile"

Me:"whatdoyoumeansekushubile"?

TK:"uMindlosuboardiletaBeast"

Igotupfromthebedandpacedaroundtheroom

beatingthesidesofmyheadstilltryingtogetwhat

thisguyjustsaid..

Me:"UthiniThulani"?

TK:"uMandlauboardiletaBeast,vandagphaango3

ekseni"

Me:"bekutheni"?

TK:"sisazamaukhangelalooinfongoku"

Me:"kungonanicingaukwenzalontongoku?Uphiu

Brigade"?

TK:"usayoxelakuloMindlosta"

Icursedundermybreath...Theonlywaytoresolve



thismesswastogotoDurban.JustlikeKilla,

Legenddoesn'tstopwhenhesmellsbloodand

akazoyekaworsenowthatndingasabonakalikwi

game.

IkhonaintoabamenzeyonauLegendakasukeli

mntunje.

IhungupandcalledMongezi

Mo:"TaBeast"?

Me:"khaw'zameukuzangaphamfethu"

Mo:"ngoku"?

Me:"yeahntwanaIneedtobeinDurbanrightaway"

Mo:"okaygimmeanhour"

Igotup,showeredandwenttoiroomKamakhulu

ndayomxelelabandiyahamba...



Ma:"umxeleleuLuthando"?

Me:"ndizobuyakwanamhlanjemakhulu,there'sno

need"

Ma:"hayNtandohay,mfouneleakwaziubaawukho

laphaendlini"

Me:"okaymakhulu"

Idrovemyselftotheairportwithoutseeingthekids

cozibizobayenyenjeifightleyoandIwasn'tgonna

callLuthandoakangenindawokuleinto.OnceIgot

there,IcalledBrigadewhilewaitingforMo

Bri:"taBeast"

Me:"nenzanimajitangoku,nimenzeniuLegend?"?

Bri:"eybra,lideibali"

Me:"Ihaveenoughtime"

Bri:"kalokuMindlosebestick'anengcosiKata

Legend,ngokucabaubhaqwengutaLegendeMlazi

uBrieyekwenyeintsaiza.Uphambenexakulaphoke



taLegend"

Me:"soze,there'smoretoitthanwhatyou'regiving

me"

Hepaused,Isensedthehesitation

Me:"youbettertalkngokukebecausendisendleleni

ezaapho"

Bri:"akhoneedyokuzabrosizoylungisaleway

ngokwethu"

Me:"akalungiswauLegendBrigade,oncehekills

anukiselweligazihedoesn'tstop"

Bri:"Ihearyoubutstill,khasyekeGrootman

siyilungisengokwethu"

Me:"awuunderstandnix,mamelakendikuxelele.

OnceLegendstartkillinginacrew,ubulala

yinkinto...meaning,YOURdaysarenumbereduhleli

kulondawoukuyo.Allofyou,youcannothandleu

Legendeyedwa"



Cwaka...

IhungupwhenIsawMo...

JustasIsettledinthejet,thewifecalled.

Me:"baby"?

Luu:"babeuphi"?

Me:"haibondisendlini"

Luu:"okay,that'screepy"

Me:"whatis"?

Luu:"this...Tatakhe,youwon'tbelievewhatIjust

saw"

Me:"ubonentoniLuthando?Phi"?

Luu:"Ijustbumpedontoamanwholooksexactly

likeyou,evenhisvoice.Usureyoudidn'tfollowus"

Me:"I'msure..."



Mymindraced...Don'ttellmehe'sback.Not

now,pleasejustnotnow!
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#Luthando

IswearIjustsawNtando,likereally.Iputourdrinks

downandreturnedtowhereIsawhim,callinghimon

myphonehedidsaythatitsnothim but...

WhenIgottothespot,theguyhadleft.Ireturned

backtoFaithinthepoolarea.

Her:"whatdidyouforget"?

Me:"IjustthoughtIsawsomeoneIknow"

Her:"oohokay,sotellme.How'syourrelationship

withyoursister"?



Me:"Ihavetwosisters,whichoneareyoureferring

to"?

Her:"youmeanthree"

Me:"ohyoumeanthatsister"

Shecockedabrow

Me:"nonexistent"

Her:"why"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...She'sjusttooforcefulman.

Akandinikichance"

Her:"uyamnikawena"?

Me:"nope,andwithreason"

Her:"ifitinvolvesyourhusbandthenitsnotreason

enough"

Me:"myhusband"?

Her:"seeingthathe'sherexandthefatherofher

baby...I'msureithassomeeffectonyour

relationshipwithher"

Me:"uhm..no"



Her:"thenwhatisit"?

Me:"uAnelisawantsmetojumpatherevery

command,firstshewantedtoforceusintoofficially

adoptingSino.."

Her:"whatdoyoumeanforceyou"?

Me:"shesaidifwedontadoptheruzamthatha

ahambenaye"

Her:"oh.."

Me:"thenshewantedtoforcethissocalledsisterly

relationshipandnowshe'swhisperingnonsenseinto

Sino'sear.Idon'ttrusther,okay?Ireallydon't"

Her:"butyoushouldn'tshutherout,she'syoursister"

Me:"nextthingyou'lltellmenottoshutoutyour

brother"

Her:"yeah...that"

Me:"nope.Nocando"

Her:"whynot?Whathaveyougottoloosebyjust

lettinghimin"?

Me:"mypride"



Her:"buthe'sstillyourfather"

Me:"andhe'sstillarapist,athugandeverythingelse

thatheis"

Her:"well,practicallyspeaking...soisyourhusband"

Me:"he'snorapist"

Her:"youdon'tknowthat"

Me:"Iknowhim"

Her:"whatI'mtryingtosayisthat,yourhusbandisno

differentfromyourfather.Butyoustilllovehim"

Me:"likeyouloveyourownhusband"

Her:"erh,andwhyarewementioningmyhusbandin

thisconversation"?

Me:"becausehe'sagangstatoo,justlikeyour

brother"

Her:"hahamyhusbandisnotag-"

Me:"webothknowheis,don'tworry.Yoursecretis

safewithme"



Shekeptquiet...

Justforamoment.

Her:"howdidyoufindthatout"?

Me:"myhusbandknowshim"

Emvakokoakhaphindaathethe...

#Ntando

AssoonaswetoucheddowninDurbanIcalled

Marcus

Polo:"Kingman"

Me:"meetmeinDurban,Legendisonthewarzone"

Polo:"I'mdownhere,whereareyou"?

Me:"Ijustlanded"



Polo:"I'llsendBrigadetofetchyou"

Me:"isRangerwithyou"?

Polo:"no,hehastoattendameetingwitha

distributioncompanyhesaid"

Me:"ooh,Nomsa'speople"

Polo:"Nomsasemense?Hoekom"?

Me:"Itoldthemto"

Polo:"you'resick"

Me:"ngxakiyakhouyaphapha,sendBrigadefast"

Polo:"whatever"

Wehungup...

Iwenttobuycoffeeandcalledmywife:

Luu:"lovewam"

Me:"babe"

Luu:"yousounddown,missme"?



Me:"youknowImissyounje"

Luu:"butthat'snotwhyyoucalled"

Me:"yousaidyousawsomeonewholookslikeme"?

Luu:"Yeah...waskindaweird.Areyousureyoudidn't

followus"?

Me:"I'msurebabe...Canyouuhm,describetheguy

yousaw"

Luu:"haikengoku,mustIdescribeyoutoyou"?

Me:"please"

Luu:"Yourcomplexion,height,voice...Differencewas

thedresssense"

Me:"whatwashedressedlike"?

Luu:"heworeadarkbrownheavyweighttrouser,

checkedshirtandCrocketandJonesshoes"

Itshim nodoubt.

Me:"didyoutalktohim"?



Luu:"no,IwassurenguwekalokbutwhenIwentto

checkafteryousaiditsnotyoundafikaengekhoI

decidedtobrushitaside"

Me:"mh"

Luu:"somethingIshouldknowabout"?

Me:"uhmno"

Luu:"Tatakhe"?

Me:"relaxbaby,enjoytheretreat.We'lltalkobuya

kwakho"

Luu:"mmh,loveyou"

Me:"loveyoumore"

Ihungupandwaitedinanticipation.Theworstofall

inthiswasthatyonkeintohadtobehandledby

me,personally.Brigadearrived..

AssoonasIwasinthecarIcalledLegend...

Him:"Beastufunanindoda"



Me:"fiveminutesofyourtime"

Him:"anginasoiskhathindoda,timeismoney"

Me:"namingiyakwazilokhoyingakhongincenga

Grootman"

Thenhewentsilent...

Iwaitedandwaitedbuthemaintainedthesilence

andIwasn'tinapositiontogetirritated

Him:"meetmeinuMlaziinfifteenminutes"

Me:"inaprivateplace"?

Him:"oneofmyguyswillmeetyouhalfway"

Me:"thankyou"

Hejusthungup.

Me:"Brigade,drivetoMlazi"

Bri:"usureGrootman"?



Me:"nditshonje"

Hedroveinsilence,ItextedPolotomeetmeata

junctionbeforeweenteruMlazi.Iknowwhat

Legendiscapableof,Ihadtohaveastableright

handmanwithme.WepickedupMarcus,alongthe

waywesawthreeofLegendscars.Theyledusto

themeetingplace..

Fikalechapipholeaphentloko...

Him:"ah,themanwhorulesthestreetsofthemother

cityinflesh"

Hegavemeaglassofwhiskeyandacigarthenhe

instructedhismentogiveusspace.InodtoMarcus

andBrigadetodothesame...

Him:"konjendoda,uthiubekwaYhinila"?



Itookadeepbreath...

Me:"IcameinpeacetaLegend"

Him:"peaceyousayhuh"?

Inod

Hetookasipfromhisglassashescrutinizedme.

Him:"mauthiyoucameinpeaceuyang'didandoda

ngobaminang'cabangaukuthithere'speacealready

betweenus"

Me:"yeah...''

Him:"Beast"?

Me:"uMindloswasoneofmymen"

Him:"MindlosMindlos..."



Hesaidthenameasiftryingtoremember

something..

Him:"Oh,leyanjaebhodilelaeskhaleni?Ush'uk'thini

hewasoneofyourmen"?

Me:"ngishoukuthiebespanelaminataLegend"

Him:"ususpananodothimanje?Leyanjaispanela

wena?Sies"!

Yep

WhateverMindlosdidmusthavebeenbig,and

personaltotheLegendcozhisfacesaiditall.

Me:"angaziGrootmanukuthiwenzenibutonhis

behalf,I'vecometoproposepeace"

Hekeptquiet...



Me:"Iknowyourulethisplace,itsyourterritoryandI

respectthat.Whateverhedid,please.Forgivehim"

AgainIwaitedinsilence...

Him:"Itoldyoumarriagewillsoftenyouup,lookat

yourself.MightyBeastallsombreandapologising?

You'rebecomingweakmyman,Iexpectedblood

whenyoucalled"

Ijustsippedonthewhiskey...

Him:"butIrespectyouyoungman,formanningup

andknowingyourplace.Ittakesgutsforamanto

humblethemselvestoanotherman,letaloneawell

respectedganglordlikeyou"

Me:"I'mjustagangsta,You'retheGangLordta

Legend"



Hechuckled...

Him:"humouryouhave..."

Hesignaledforoneofhismentocome.

Him:"bringmeoneifthethreewhiskiesI'vebeen

savingandgivetothisman"

Theguybroughtthebottleandgaveme...Ilookedat

taLegend,itsthemostexpensiveandraretofind

kindawhiskey.

Him:"that,IonlydotomenIrespect"

Iwaslostforwords,weshookhandsthenIleftwith

mymen.



Polo:"sohejustletyougo?Justlikethat"?

Me:"yep"

Polo:"Idon'tbelieveyou"

Me:"soyouthinkIstolethisbottle"?

Polo:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"beggingdoesn'ttakeawayanything,youshould

tryitsometime"

Polo:"naah,thatmanisold.Heknowssoonhewon't

haveaplaceinthegamesohe'sjustmakinganally"

Iwasn'tabouttoentertainMarcusngoku,Ihad

biggerproblemstofacebutfirst,Ihadtohaveabrief

meetingwiththegents.Theycan'tgomessing

aroundinpeopleterritories...

Me:"whenlastdidyouhearfromGhost"?

Polo:"thelasttimewewenttoseehim,why"?



Me:"Ineedyoutogoseehimagain"

Polo:"watgaanaannou"?

Me:"Luthandosaidshesawsomeonewholooks

exactlylikeme..."

Polo:"holyfuck"!
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#Ntando

"iTenyearsiphelilekalokngoku,itstimetoswitch

places"

Ilookedathim...

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Iknewthisdaywouldcome

butnotsosoon.

Me:"Ineedmoretime"

Ghost:"youdon'thavetimeBeast,youknowthat"



Ikeptquiet...

Polo:"whydidn'tyoutellusyou'rearound"?

Ghost:"Idon'treporttoanyofyou"

Polo:"you'reansweringoffside''

Ghost:"Marc'O'Polopleasedon'tstartwithme"

Polo:"Iaskedyouasimplequestion"

Ghost:"Beast,Ithoughtyou'dtamehim.Whyishe

stilllikethis"?

Polo:"don'tta-"

Me:"Polo"

Hekeptquiet

Me:"Ineedalittlemoretime,thingsaredifferentnow.

Ihaveafamily.Ican'tjustupandleave"



Ghost:"Theywon'tknowyou'regone''

Iexhaled..

ThiswasharderthanIthought justthethoughtof

leavingmyfamilyfortenyears...

Thethoughtofleavingmywife whydidheeven

returnwithoutinformingusasperusualroutine?

Ghost:"Itoldyounottomarry,butyouwentahead

anyway"

Me:"youdon'ttellaheartwhatnottodo''

Ghost:"you'reaBeast,throughandthrough.Youdon't

haveaheart,justlikemeyou'reincapableofloving

anyoneelsebutyourself"

Me:"that'snottrueandyouknowit"

Ghost:"wellthat'strue,butthere'snoneedtogetall

emonow"

Me:"time"



Ghost:"theonlytimewehaveistheobviousmonth

foryoutofillmeinonyourlifesothatIcantake

over"

Igotupandpacedaroundtheroom...Icouldn'tdo

thattomywife.I'dlooseherforrealthistimearound

andkengokuIknewthatnomatterhowIputit,Polo

wouldn'tjustletitslide.She'shissisterafteralland

whenitcomestohimandhisfamily,norulesapply.

Sojumpcaseuzamxelela.

Ghost:"okay,I'mgivingyouaweektosortyourshit

out,thenitstoodlesSA"

Me:"okay"

Polo:"okaywhat?Jirrrrr!Jy'smalneh?In'nweekjy

moetvirTrinasêwaargaanjy,hoekom,wanneersal

jyterugkom,wieisdieduplicate?In'nweek"?

Ghost:"wait,hewon'ttellherallofthatnowwillhe"?

Polo:"youdon'tknowhiswife"



Marcuslitacigar...

Andnyhani,hedoesn'tknowmywife.Ifshewasable

todestroysomuchbecauseofthatNomsasaga,I

didn'twannaimaginewhatshe'ddowhenshefound

outaboutthis.AndIdidn'twanttodeceiveher,I

couldn'tdothattoher.

Ghost:"shecan'tbemorethanChuma"

Polo:"yep,youdon'tknowher.Beast,tellhim.He

reallyneedstobefilledin"

Ghost:"hayBeast,youwentandwifedavrouthat's

morethanChuma?Wherethehelldoyoufindthese

women"?

Me:"correction,youfoundChuma.Ijustmaintained

her"

Ghost:"youtriedandgaveup,Itoldyoushe'swaaay

aboveyouraveragewoman"

Me:"butshe'sstilldumb,sheneverknewthe

difference"



Ghost:"I'msureevenyourvrouwon'tknowthe

difference"

Polo:"butthat'swhereyou'rewrong"

Ghost:"huh"?

Polo:"insteadofinformingusthatyou'rebackyou

decidedtogalivatethestreetsofPE"

Me:"andshesawyou"

Ghost:"what?!"

Me:"butshethoughtitwasme"

Polo:"butIknowshe'snotstupid,she'llfigureitall

out"

Ghost:"mxm,yougivehertoomuchcredit"

Polo:"becauseshe'smysister"

Thentherewassilence...

Iwatchedhisface... okoyayingathi

bayolekelananoPolo.IknewIshouldgetreadyfora



bomb!

Ghost:"youwifedaSmith?Niggaareyouinsane?"

Polo:"uh-oh.Awkward"

Ghost:"wehaveonefuckenstubbornSmithalready

andthat'senough,wellIthoughtitwouldbe.Now

yougoandwifeanotherone?Weretherenogirlsin

otherhouseholds?ASmithnogal?"

Polo:"hello,I'mstillintheroom"

Ghost:"you'refuckenhardnottonotice,nowshutthe

fuckup"!

Polo:"Beast,he'sbitter.Organiseachickforhim"

watshoesishiya

Me:"theonlywaytodothisistocomeclean"

Itwasasifakandiva,I'vealwaysbeenawareofhis

irritationwithMarcusitwasalwayslikeasibling



rivalry,buttodayIsawsomethingmorelikehatred

fromhimonceMarcsaidmywifeishissister.He

lookeddisgusted.

Me:"uyandiva"?

Ghost:"huh"?

Me:"I'llhavetocomeclean"

Ghost:"you'rekidding"

Me:"itwon'tbehardfoolingunozala,thetwinsand

everyoneelse.Theproblemstartswhenyouhaveto

bemewithmywife"

Ghost:"whyisitsuchaproblemnow?Youhadno

problembeingmeKuChuma"

Me:"canyouhonestlynottelladifferencebetweena

girlfriendandawife"?

Ghost:"okayIgetyou,butIdon'tthinktellingheris

thebestoptionshemightnotevennoticeforallwe

know"

Me:"Luthandoknowsme,therearethingsthatI

won'tknowhowtoteachyouthatshe'dexpectyou

toknowordo"



Ghost:"that'sbullshitman"

Me:"andshe'snotgullible,unlikeyouknowwhoshe's

notaftermoney..plus,she'salawyer"

Hiseyesalmostpoppedout ‍♂

Ghost:"holyJesus!HolyGhost"!

Me:"uyangxolake"

Ghost:"niqqaYou'vereallylostyourmind.Totally.No,

no,actuallyyou'velostwhatmakesyouabeast"

Me:"you'rebeingdramatickengokucanyousitdown

andlistentome"?

Ghost:"NiqqayoumarriedaSmith,despiteknowing

howdifficulttheycanbejustnjegenerally.Butnow

she'snotJUSTaSmith,she'saSmithwhohappens

tobealawyer?Whatthefuckwereyouthinking?

What the fuck ?Jerrrrrr"!

Me:"whenyou'redone,tellme"



IwenttotheotherroomanddialedLuu,Imissedher

already.Really.KobasathiwaniifIreallyhaveto

leavethecountry?...

Fortenyears?Ndobuyabesehighschoolmosoo

Ubabalo .

Luu:"tataKaSino"?

Me:"buyanini"?

Luu:"weekendiphelanini"?

Me:"khawubuyenamhlanje"

Luu:"why"?

Me:"Imissyou"

Luu:"ImissyoutoobutIdon'twantto,spendtime

withyourkidsandletmespendtimewithmyaunt"

Me:"baby"

Luu:"Idon'tcarenobaungenzaloosexyvoicekanti

tatakhe"

Me:"mmhplease"



Luu:"Iloveyoutoo''

Me:"I'llcomefetchyou"

Luu:"you'renotbeingfarekodwababe"

Me:"ndithinikecozndiyakukhumbula"?

Luu:"justonemoredayndibuyenjeyintoniingathi

ndizohlalaivekiyonkeapha"?

Me:"canIcomefetchyou?TonightPlease"?

Shekeptquiet...

Me:"Ipromiseyouwon'tregretleavingyouraunta

dayearlier"

Luu:"whyareyoudoingthis"?

Me:"ItoldyouImissedyou"

Luu:"uyoqhathaoochomibakhoNtando"

Ichuckled ‍♂



Me:"butyou'remybestfriendnje"

Luu:"mxm,Ihavetogo"

Me:"I'llbethereat8"

Luu:"kayNtando"

Me:"Iloveyoubaby"

Shejusthungup,IwenttocheckonGhost.He

seemedalotcalmernow

Me:"I'mleaving,pleasetryyourbesttostayindoors"

Ghost:"uzophindauzenini"?

Me:"Polowillbringyouaphonetomorrowmorning,

we'llcommunicatengayo"

Ghost:"youhaven'tansweredmyquestion"

Me:"Ijustsaidtoyouwe'llcommunicatenje"

Ghost;"alright"



WehuggedthenIleftwithMarcus.
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#Ntando

Polo:"Idon'ttrusthim"

Me:"webothknowyoudon'ttrustanyonebut

yourself"

Polo:"youknowthisisnotimeforjokes,right"?

Me:"relaxPolo,he'llbehave"

Polo:"what'syourplanwithTrina"?

Me:"Ihavetotellher,beforeyoudo"

Polo:"youmeanbeforeGhostdecidesheneeds

freshairagain"?

Ichuckled...

You'dswearforrealthatthesetwoaresiblings,the

waytheyhavepettyfightseverynowandagain.



Wewenttogrababite...Thesmellofporkruined

everythingforme Icouldn'tstayanysecond

longer,Iranforthebathroom..Leavingalaughing

Marcusatthetable

"youmusthaveknockedherup,again"

JustafterIflushed,Iturnedaroundonlytomeetthe

eyesofGudda.Withoutsayingaword,Irinsedmy

mouth

Gudda:"TaBeast"?

...Iclosedthetapandtookasteptowalkout...

Hestoodinfrontofmeblockingmyway

Gudda:"TaBeastbruh"

Me:"getoutofmyway"



Gudda:"justhearmeoutbigguy"

Me:"Guddavoetsekphambkwam,oryou'llregretit"

Gudda:"Inevermeanttostealfromyou,uyayaz

Grootmanhowtoughitisou-"

Withoutgivingitasecondthought,ndagalela

ngomvawempama.Hestaggeredabitbutcameto

astandstill,Ithrewasecondonefollowedbytwo

leftandrightfistsoffury.Iwasabouttobeatthelife

ofhiminthatbathroomwhenIsawbloodonnose

Me:"ndakubulalangezandlakwediniogqibakwam

ndiyoncedisakokwenuxausombelwaumngxunya"

Ilefthimonthatwhitetiledfloorrightafterwashing

myhands.

IreturnedtoMarc'O'Polowhowasbusywithsome

sexyyounglady,musthavebeeninherearly20s



Me:"excuseus"

Shelookedmeupthendown,stoppingatmycrotch

‍♂

Polo:"goordersomethingforyourselfMel,I'lljoinyou

justnow"

Mel:"yourfriendhasnomanners"

Watshoephakama

Me:"Ibethedidn'ttellyouhe'sgay"

Polo'seyespopped theMelchickalmosttripped

Me:"youcango"

Aftersheleftweburstwithlaughter...

Polo:"whatthefuckwasthat"?

Me:"she'sateenforgoodnesssake"



Polo:"lookatherreverse"

Iturnedandoh,Igothim.Completely.

Me:"Iseeyou"

Polo:"don'tgetanycrazyideasyou'restillmarriedto

mylilsis"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Polo:"...so,haveyoubeentothedoctorforthis

nausea"?

Me:"yes,itsflutheysay''

Polo:"that'snotflu,buyherpregnancytestsand

comebackwithmyanswer"

Me:"shesaysshe'snotpregnant,youknowyour

sisterislikeyourbloodrelative"

Polo:"watchit!Anyway,Ithinksheknowsbut,she

couldbeindenial"

Me:"whythenisn'tshetheonewiththesickness?I



won'tbecarryingthebabyforninemonths"

Polo;"butyoucouldbesickfortheentirenine

months"

Me:"that'sbullshit"

Polo:"themorereasonyoucannotleaveSA"

Kukhonalontokanene ‍♀

#Luthando

"Ihavetogohomenamhlanje"

Faithlookedupfromthemassagebedwitha

cockedbrow

Faith:"Ithoughtwe'reonlyleavingtomorrow"?

Me:"yeahmetoo,butmyhusbandwillbefetching

meateight"

Faith:"that'sasurprise"



Me:"nottome,Iexpectedthis.Theonlytimewecan

beapartisifhe'stheonenothome,nottheother

wayround"

Faith:"wellIguesshe'sprotectiveofyou"

Me:"hm"

Ienjoyedthemassage,wentforacouplemore

relaxingactivitiesthenwewenttolatelunchbefore

headingtooursuits.Istartedpacking...

Faith:"I'mgladyouactuallycame,Iknowwe'renot

thaatclosebutIhadfun"

Me:"thankyouforinvitingme,nexttime,I'llinviteyou"

Faith:"I'llholdyoutothat"

OncethepackingwasdoneIjustwaitedforthecall

or"I'moutside"textlikeateenagegirlwaitingonher

boyfriend .Fiveminutespasteight,yatsho

iphone



Me:"Ntabeni"

Him:"I'moutside"

Me:"doingwhat"?

Him:"waitingonyou"

Me:"howdidyoufindme?BecauseIdon'trecall

tellingyouwhereexactlyIam"

Helaughed,andsodidFaith.

Me:"somyquestionisamusing"

Him:"babyI'mwaitingforyoutocomeout"

Me:"eshe"

Ihungup,FaithgotupsowehuggedthenItookmy

bagsandwalkedouttohim.Hegotoutofthe

car,walkeduptome,tookthebagIwascarryingand

positioneditnexttohimselfthenhehuggedme.



Withoutfightingit,Imeltedlikebutteronhotbuns

rightintohisarms.Wehuggedforwhatseemedlike

foreverwithoutsayingasingleword,Ifeltan

emotiontriggering.ItightenedthehugcozIfelthis

ownemotionsbuildingup

Me:"hey,what'swrong"?

Hedidn'tanswerme...butbrokethehugafew

secondslater,plantedasoftkissonthesideofmy

headthenhetookmyhandandpulledmetowards

thecar.

Igotin,heclosedmydoorthengotinhissagoduka.

Me:"you'reokay"?

Him:"yep"

Me:"usure"?

Him:"ndigrandmamakhe"

Me:"mmkay,ifyousayso"



Him:"Ihopeyou'rehungry"

Me:"onlyifyoucooked"

Hejustsmiled

Thedrivehomewasasilentone,Iknewsomething

wasgoingonbutIcouldn'tpindownwhatexactly

wasit.Whenwegothome,hecarriedmybags

inside,Ifollowedrightbehindhimandimmediately

mynostrilswerefilledwiththearomaofcottagepie.

Ismiledtomyselffullyknowingthathetookthe

timetoactuallymakedinnerforthetwoofus...

Him:"I'llbedownjustnow"

Me:"plsbringmeslippers"

Him:"sho"

IwenttothecouchandturnedontheTVwhile

waitingforhim,hecamebackwiththeslippersbut

leftmeagainforthekitchen.Iwaitedtobeserved...



Cottagepie

Broccolioncreamysauce

Sweetcarrots

Orangejuice

Me:"looksandsmellsdivine,thankyou"

Him:"welcomehome''

Weatemakingsmallconversationuntilwewere

doneeatingthenIputbothourtraysaway,returned

tohimandsatveryclose.Iwantedtoknowwhat

wasbotheringhim

Me:"talktomebabe,what'sgoingon"?

Him:"I'mallowedtomissyou,right"?

Me:"yesbu-"



Withthat,hesmashedhislipsonmine.Weheldonto

itforawhilewithneitherofuswantingtobreakit

butthen,itjustwentdeeperandwetter.Idon'tknow

howImovedfromthecouchtohislaps,hiskisses

weresoft,tender,delicate,andmostcertainlyfilled

withhunger.Hishandsgrabbedandgroped...

Myphonerang,Itriedreachingforitbuthestopped

mesoIfocusedonwhatweweredoing.Itamatter

ofsecondswhenbothofourclothesflewacrossthe

room,inournakednesshestoppedtohaveagood

lookatmeandinamomentIblushed.SometimesI

tendtoforgetthatlook,especiallywhenwehave

constantargumentsorfightsbuttonight...

ThisisthesamelookInoticedonourhoneymoon

Him:"you'rebeautiful,youknowthat.Right"?

Me:"youjustremindedme"

Hecameforthandkissedme,Iwantedtograspthe

emotioninthisbutIcouldn't.Iwastolustfulto



recogniseanythingandhewastakinghistimeto

satisfymebecauseimmediatelywhenImoanedhe

stopped

Him:"IloveyouLuthando"

Me:"Iknowthat,canyoujusttellmewhat'sgoingon

already"?

UNtando?

Heignoredmeandcontinuedwithwhathe

started,foundmyselfhavingthemostextensiveand

intenseorgasmfromhistongueworkonly.

Wemadelove,halfthenightinthatcouch,Ifell

asleepinhisarmsuntiltheweehoursofthe

morning.Iwokeupfacinghim,hewasn'tsleepingI

couldtellbyhisbreathing.Weweresoclosehewas

literallybreathingagainstmyforehead,insteadof

wakinghimupfromhisnon-sleepIplayedwithhis

tattoodrawingsweetnothingsonHuschestand

aroundhisbreastplate



"Morning"

Iliftedmyeyesandkeptthegaze,Ismiledand

peckedhislips.

Me:"goodmorningtoyoutooMrHandsome"

Hislipsmetmineandwekissed,tenderlyIeven

forgotthatasikaxukuxisobabini.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyounam"

Ikissedhimagain,hebrushedhairoutofmyface

Him:"you'reglo-"



Hejumpedandranforthebathroom IswearI

Laughed.Ithoughtthisstoppedafterthevisittothe

doctor.

Me:"babyuright"?

Hewalkedoutofthebathroomlookingfedup

Him:"I'mtiredofthisshit,isn'tthemedication

supposedtosubdueit"

Me:"hungry"?

Him:"Ijustwantdrycerealandblackcoffeepls"

Me:"yessir"

Igrabbedhisshirtandwenttomakeusbreakfast.
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Iwantedmealieporridge,hewanteddrycereal

like,why?Thisstupidfluofhiswasreallytakingatoll

onme.Mxm.Icookedmyporridgehummingasoft

tune,enoughformealonethenIboiledwaterforhis

blackcoffee...

WithmybacktowardstheentrancedoorIfeltboth

hishandsoneithersideofmywaist,thenhislipson

myneck.

Me:"mmhungandosulelingeflu"

Him:"afterlastnightkungonaucingalonto"?

Hisonehandsnakeditswayroundtomycookiejar

andcuppedit,withonefingertouchingthetrigger

button.Igaspedforair...



Me:"and,is-s-selfcontroliyancedasometimes"

Him:"what'sthat?Idon'tknowwhatthatisorwhat

itsfor"

Me:"Ibetyoudon't"

Hislipsdidtheworkonmyneckleavingwettraces...

Icomposedmyselfandmadehiscoffee,pouredhim

thedrycerealndamnika.

Me:"here'syourcoffee"

Him:"Idon'twantnocoffee"

Me:"butyoujustsaidyouwantedcoffee"

Him:"wellIchangedmymind"

Me:"whatdoyouwantthen"?

Him:"you..."

Me:"butI'malreadyyours"

Him:"Iwantyou..righthere,rightnow"



Me:"I'mhun-"

Withoutanoticehesprungmearoundandpinned

meagainstthekitchencupboard.

Ifelthisstrongarmsliftingmeup,histonguejived

insidemymouth.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhis

neckashefoundhiswaybetweenmythighsand

deeperintothepalace.

Me:"tatakhe"

Him:"ssshh"

Me:"ohmyGod!Bab-aaaahGaaad"!

Hesoftlybitmyneckcountlesstimes,surelyleaving

visiblelovebitesandImoanedatthesatisfactionof

hisdeep,deepgroan...

Wehititharduntilwebothclimaxedonahighnote

andthenhecarriedmebacktothecouch.

HelayonhisbackunderneathmeasIcrawledon



hisnakedbodytolevelwithhisface,Ikissedhimon

thelips.BitthecornersofhismouthasIfelthis

fingerslingeringonmybarebackasifdancinginthe

rain,Isuckedonhisbottomlipandpushedopen

throughhisteethasthekissdeepened.We

kissed,bit,suckedandgrindedtoourowntuneuntil

wewereultimatelydrained.

Hekissedmypursedlips...

Me:"youcanbesmoothwhenyouwantto,Mr

Ntabeni"

Him:"thatmeansyouunderestimatemeMrs

Ntabeni,alltheseyearsI'vebeengivingittoyou.

Smoothly"

Me:"nah,you'vebeenonsomerollercoasterridebaby

daddy"

Hechuckled ‍♀



Me:"Ibetyou'vebeenstarvingthough"

Him:"you'veputmeondietforaverylongtime

kaloku"

Me:"hahyou'regonnablameme"?

Him:"noIwon't,Iunderstandverywell"

Me:"mmh,I'mhungry"

Igotupandwenttodishupmyporridge.Igavehim

hiscerealsatyajustmakingsmallconversation

Me:"whenarewefetchingthechildren"?

Him:"sosendikudikile"?

Me:"no,Ijustmissmybabiescomeon"

Him:"andImissmybaby,you"

Me:"Andthat'sinvalid.I'malwaysherewithyou"

Him:"canwejustspendaweektogether?Thenwe'll

talkaboutfetchingOURkids"



Me:"hehandtheemphasis"?

Him:"Youalwayssayyourkids,theyareours.Mine

andyours"

Me:"Iknowthattatakhe"

Him:"mh"

WhenweweredoneeatingItookmyphoneand

checkedwhowascallingwhenwewerebusy...

Me:"yourbabymommacalled"

Him:"whichone"?

Me:"thesexyone"

Him:"babelookatme,I'mfromthedepthsofthe

ghetto,allmybabymommasaresexy"

Me:"andyou'refullofyourself"

Him:"that'swhatpeoplesaywhenyou'reconfident"

Me:"overconfident"

Helaughed fromtheheart yhukwanyibilika



umkhenkcekumazantsientliziyoyam.

Him:"whichoneofthemcalledbaby"?

Me:"theonewhohappenstobemysister"

Him:"mmh,youshouldcallherback"

Me:"Iwill,butnotnow"

ItookthebowlstothekitchenthenIreturnedback

tohimonthecouch.Itookashawlandcoveredus

aswecuddled

Him:"itcouldbeimportantyouknow"

Me:"Idon'tcare"

Him:"andyou'renotcuriousonebit"?

Me:"nope,what'simportantisyouandmeright

now,butmostspeciallyYOU"

Him:"anditsonlynowthatIgetyourundivided

attention.Finally"



AsmuchasIwantedtolaughathimbeing

melodramatic,Ididn't.Ilookedhimstraightinthe

eyes,withourheartsbeatinginunison,ourbodies

touching.Iwantedtofeelhim...

Me:"nowtalktoyourwife"

Him:"well,firstthingsfirst,Ilov-"

Me:"Iknowyouloveme,nowbehonestwithmeand

tellmethetruthbabeplease"

Him:"truthaboutwhat"?

Me:"what'sbeenbotheringyou?"

Him:"itsn-"

Me:"Anddon'ttellmeitsnothing,Iknowyou.You

haven'tbeenyourselfandIwannaknowwhy"

Helookeddeeperintomyeyesasifreadingmy

mindorwonderingifI'dbelievehimifhetoldmethe

truth.Ihatedthat,whywouldn'thejusttrustmeand



tellmewhatisgoingon?ImeanIknowhe'sstilla

gangstathoughhemaythinkIbelieveuyekile

ngoku,yeshe'sbeentryingtobeagoodhusband

andIcommendhimforthatbuthe'sstillagangsta.

Puregangsta.Nowwhatonearthcouldbeworse

thanthat?

Me:"babe"?

Him:"Itsnothing,reallybabe"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"babecanyourelax?Please"

Me:"howcanIrelaxwhenyou'retotallynotbeing

honestwithme"?

Him:"butbabyIhaven'tliedaboutanything"

Me:"Butyouhaven'tbeenhonestabouteverything

either"

Hepeckedmylips,Iknewhewantedtobrushthis

topicasidebutIwasn'tabouttogivein.Notinalong



shot.

Me:"itskindaweirdthatyouwouldn'ttrustmeafter

everythingwe'vebeenthrough"

Him:"babyItrustyou.Luupls,don'tdothisnowokay?

Plsnotnow"

Me:"okaywhen"?

Him:"Luthando"

Ilookedathimsweating...

Me:"Idon'tknowwhat'sworse,youkeepingsecrets

oryounottrustingme"

Him:"mamakheyouareblowingthisoutof

proportion"

Me:"Idon'twannagoalldetectiveonyou"

Him:"there'snoneedforthat,I'mtellingyouakhonto

njeLuthando"



Me:"morereasonIdon'tbelieveyou"

Isawahintoffearinhiseyes,butbeingNtandohe

turnedthatintoatwinkleofalovesickpuppywithin

asecond.Therewasdefinitelysomethingbig

botheringhim...

Him:"Youneedtostopplayingdetectiveon

me,you'resupposedtobelawyer"

Me:"buildmealawfirmthenI'llbebusywithmyown

thingsthanworryingaboutyou"

Him:"ifthat'swhatittakes,Imightjustdothat"

Me:"Iknow,butitsapitythatitwillberightafterI've

discoveredwhatyou'rehidingfromme"

Him:"Luuuuuu"

Ilaughedashegroanedwithirritationatmy

persistence.



Him:"letitgo,there'snothingthere"

Me:"wannabet"?

Him:"100K"

Me:"mmright,I'llshowyou,justwaitandsee"

Ikissedhimandlaymyheadonhischeatclosing

myeyes.HebrushedmybackandIcouldtellhewas

deepinthought...

Him:"Ihaveasurpriseforyou"

Me:"whatisit"?

Him:"itsasurprise"

Me:"mmhkay,canIjustsleepnow"?

Hekissedthesideofmyheadndaphindandalala

mna.
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#Ntando

Iamusuallynotthetypamanthatwoulddishouthis

feelings,wellBeastain'tthatkindaman,butthe

fatherandhusbandinmewassomehow(asoflate)

ina"feelingsdilemma."WiththisGhostthing,Iknew

itwouldhappen...Ijustdidn'tthinkitwouldhappen

nowandyesIknowwhatweagreedontenyears

agobutIdidn'tplantofallinlove.Nooneplansfor

that ‍♂itjusthappens.OnethingIgrewto

dislikewhenitLuthandoisherpersistentnatureand

herethnicgiftofreadingmindsandfeelingfeelings

thatattimesI'mtrynakeepawayfromher.



OkayI'lladmitit,Iwaskindascared(ifthat'showI

shouldputit)athowstraightforwardshecame

abouthonestyandsecretsbetweenus .Thiswas

supposedtobeanewbeginninginourlives,one

that'swithoutsecretsnordeceit.HowthehellwasI

supposedtotellheraboutGhost?Letaloneexplain

tohertheproceduresofourdealings,IknewIhadto

manupbutIcouldn'tthinkpastthefactthatshe'll

leavemeforgoodthistimearound.

But,Ihadtotellher.SheknowsBeast,evenbeforewe

datedsheknewwhatBeastwascapableofmaybeit

won'tbeasdifficultafterall...

Me:"whothefuckamIkidding"?

‍♂Iknowmywife,Iknowshe'saSmith.Well

notbybloodbutsheis,anyway.

AsshelayonmeonthatcouchIcouldn'tavoidthe

afterthoughtofGhostdoingthesamethingIjustdid

withheranditdidn'tbyonebitsettlewellwithme.



She'smine,goddamit!Iswiftlymovedherweightoff

mybody,shealmostopenedhereyesbutIkissed

thesideofherheadandwentupstairstoget

dressed.

ItookhercarkeysanddrovetokwaDwesiwhere

Ghostwaskeptinasafe,securedplace.Butfirst,I

didalittleshoppingforhim...forus,allthethingswe

usedtodoandeattogetherafterwefoundeach

other.

Ghost:"youlookstressedout"

Me:"Iboughtacoupleofthingsforyou"

Ghost:"Icoulddowithsomebarbeque"

Hetookthetwoshoppingbagsandsmiledashis

eyesgreetedhisfavouritemintycigarsfirst

Ghost:"okay,okay.Thesearegreatstuff"

Me:"Iknewyou'dlovethem"



Heputthecigarsaway,tookoutthefoodandlooked

atmequizzically...

Ghost:"Beast,Iknowyou.WhydoIfeellikeI'mbeing

bribedhere"?

Me:"willyoujustrelax?Geez"

Ghost:"youdon'tneedtobreathdownmyneckyou

pieceoftrash,Igetyou"

‍♂ е♂

IjoinedhimonthecouchasweindulgedonthePnP

barbecuedporkribs...

Ghost:"Youshoulddosomeshoppingforme,Ineed

newclothes"

Me:"I'mnotgonnadothat,you'lldoyourown



shoppingwhenthetimeisright"

Ghost:"sointhemeantimewhatdoIdo?Justsit

hereandwaitonyou"?

Me:"doyouhaveanyotherchoicemaybe"?

Ghost:"youreallywannaknow"?

Me:"nahsaveit"

Ghost:"nononoIwannatellya"

Me:"shutthefuckup,willyou"?

Ghost:"tyhini!Incaseyoumissedthatpart,Iammy

ownstresssodon'tfuckencomeherewithyour

fuckenstress.Please"

Me:"yhoyou'reextra!Ishouldhavecomewith

Marc'O'Polo"

Ghost:"I'lljustpretendyouain'there"

Wesatthereeatinginsilence...

Itwasactuallypeacefulkanyexasithuleyoman.

Thenmyphonehadtoring ‍♂



Me:"babe"?

Luu:"babeuphi"?

Me:"Iwentforadrive,kudalauvukile"?

Luu:"no,Ijustwokeup.Alone"

Me:"I'llbebackinanhour"

Sheyawned...

Luu:"baby"

Me:"sthandwasam"

Luu:"plsdon'ttellmeyou'rewiththegents"

Me:"I'mnot,comeonItoldyouitsallaboutus"

Luu:"mmhkay,Imissyoualready"

Me:"I'llbebackbeforeyouknowit"

Luu:"kay"



Webothhungup

Ifinishedupeatinginsilencenalechapuntilhe

spokeup,wellinaverylowtone.

Ghost:"youreallydoloveher"

Me:"yousayitasifitsabadthing"

Ghost:"Ijustneverthoughtyoucouldever..."

Me:"LovesomeonelikeIdo"?

Ghost:"theBeastIknowdoesn'thaveaheart"

Me:"that'sbecauseI'mnothimrightnow,heknows

hisplace"

Hegotupandreturnedwithtwocigarsandtwo

glassesofwhiskeysontherockswakhewathula...

Me:"watchuthinking"?

Ghost:"doessheknowwhoyoureallyare"?

Me:"sheknowsBeast"



Ghost:"you'renotansweringthequestion"

Me:"whatisthequestion"?

Ghost:"youheardmethefirsttime"

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:"no"

Ghost:"areyouplanningonreallytellingherthe

truth"?

Me:"Idon'thaveachoice"

Ghost:"that'sbullshitandyouknowit"

Igotupandwalkedawayfromhim,hespokeinthe

sametoneandIcouldclearlyhearhimthoughIwas

acoupleoffeetawayfromhim:

Ghost:"you'remakingthiscomplicated"

Me:"canwechangethesubject"?



Ghost:"untilwhen?Niqqatimeisticking,youdon't

havemuchtime"

Me:"wellIneedtime,Idon'tknowwhereorhowI'm

gonnagetitbutIneedti-"

Ghost:"whatthefuckdoyouneedtimefor"?

Me:"tofuckentellmywifewhoIreallyam"!!!!

Ghost:"don'traiseyourfuckenvoiceatme"!

Me:"Orwhat?Huh?Whatchugon'do'boutit"?

Nowhegotupandpacedaroundtheroom.

Ghost:"whythefuckareyoumakingyour

incompetencemyproblem"?

Me:"Pleaseshutthefuckup.Justplease"

Ghost:"Fuckman!Fuck!Youneedtofuckenmanup!

Youareliterallyrunningoutoftime,Imean

LITERALLY.Andnowitseitheryoutellhertodayor

yourwifewillknowthatyou'renottheNtandoyou

sayyouare"



Me:"Willyousto-"

"what"?!

‍♂ е♂ Webothturnedtosee

thethirdpersonintheroom..howthehelldidsheget

here?
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IlookedatGhost,helookedmoreflushedthanIwas.

Iexhaledandtookafewstepsforward,shetook

threebackwardssoIstopped

Me:"babe"

ShelookedbackandforthfromGhosttome,the

confusiononherfacewaspriceless.Ievensawa

glintoffearinhereyes,notthatIcouldblameher.

Thiswasalltoomuch



Me:"sthandwasam"

Luu:"who-okaywhatthefuckisthis"?

Me:"Icanexplain"

Ghost:"I'llleaveyoutoit"

Hewalkedquietlytotheotherroom,shelookedat

methenbacktothatdoorhejustwalkedinto.

Me:"babe,comesitdownsothatIcanexplain

everythingtoyou"

Luu:"whowasthat"?

Me:"thatism-"

Luu:"okay...okay,IknowI'mnotseeingdoubleand

I'mmostcertainlynotdrunk"

Me:"givemeacha-"

Luu:"youhaveaclone"?

Me:"noba-"

Luu:"Wholooksexactlylikeyou,talkslikeyou"?



Me:"Lut-"

Luu:"Wait...sothiscouldbethesameguyIsaw

ngalamini"?

Iwaitednyhanikemnake,nokoandizodenditatazele

kalokuespeciallysinceshe'scuttingmeshort

kodwaI'mtryingtoexplaintoher.

Luu:"andyouactedasifyouhavenocluewhatIwas

talkingabout"

Ijustwatchedher

ShewalkeduptowhereIstoodandlookedme

straightintheeyeswithoutblinking

Luu:"seeIknewyouwerehidingsomethingfrom

me"



Iwalkeduptothecouchandsatdowntakingasip

ofthewhiskeyGhostgaveme,Iwasforcedbackinto

mychill.

Luu:"youmademefeellikeI'mparanoidyetyou

knewIwasrightallalong"

Iputlightonthatcigar,puffedafewtimesand

watchedthesmokegoupintotheroom...

Shelookedatthedoorthenbackatmewithher

mouthhanging

Luu:"whoareyou"?

Me:"I'myourhusband"

Luu:"nonono,whenIwalkedinhere...Thatotheryou

said...Noman,Whoareyou"?



Ikeptquiet...

Luu:"ohmyGod,pleasetellmethisisjustadream"!

Me:"ifyoucouldjustcalmdown,awuzondiva

xandithethausenjena"

Sheclosedhereyes,threwherheadbackwardsand

exhaledwithaloudsigh...Igaveherafewminutes

tocomposeherself.

Me:"whenmomfoundoutthatshewaspregnant

shewasonseparationwithourfather.Shethentold

himandhedeniedimpregnatingheruntilthelater

stagesofthepregnancybutbythenshewanted

nothingtodowithhim.Infact,shehadalreadyfiled

foradivorce.Duringtheirera,itwasconsidereda

blessingifonecouldaffordagynaeorscanand

unfortunatelyforherbeingadomesticworkermeant

shecouldn'taffordsuchblessingsandluxury.A



coupleofmidwiveswholivedaroundhertoldher

thatshecouldbecarryingtwins,judgingbycertain

partsofherbodyduringthepregnancybutwhenshe

wenttodeliveratthelocalclinic...Shereturned

homewithoneson,whichwasarelieftoher.Though

itwouldhavebeenablessingtocomehomewith

twobabies,timesweretoughandshecouldbarely

managewiththeonekid"

IknewGhostwasprobablyalisteningandcursing

meforbreakingtheruleswehadlivedby,allthese

years...

Me:"Whatshedidn'tknowwasthatthenursewho

tookcareofherduringthedeliverywasourfather's

newwomanandwithdadbeingawellrespectedand

influentialmananythinghesaidwasfinal,itwasfinal

indeed.Sotheuhm,thenursemanagedtosmuggle

onetwinoutwithoutbeingnoticed"

Luu:"this...Thissoundslikeawellrehearsedmovie

script...howcanyourmothernotnowthatshe



pushedformorethanonechild"?

Me:"everheardofthesuctionequipmentthatare

usedwhenawomanisweakandcannotpush"?

Shejustblanklylookedatthefloor...

Me:"wethengrewupinseparatehomes,onseparate

countriesuntilwebumpedontoeachothertwenty

yearsago.Wefoughtbloodwarsagainsteachother

acoupleoftimesbeforewemetup,sometimeswe

wouldbefightingeachothersbattlesunknowingly

andconquerbutthatmeantwehadmoreenemies

thanalliesso,wedecidedtomergeourteamsinto

onebigcartel.Afriendofoursforcedustodoa

paternitytestbecauseitwasoddthatpeoplefrom

suchdistantanddifferentplaceswouldhavesuch

resemblances,andthat'swhenweknewthatwe

weretwins"

Shelookedatmestillconfused...



Luu:"soyou'reatwin"?

Me:"hewasangrierthanIwasoncewefoundout

abouthowwegotseparated,asaresultwedecided

nottotellanyoneaboutourdiscovery.Wethen

beganorchestratingplanstogetherfor

business,withoutmomknowingweexchanged

positions"

Shelookedup

Luu:"exchangedpositions"?

Me:"yes"

Luu:"surelyyourmothernoticedthatsomethingwas

different"

Me:"wellsheneveraskedorshowedanyformof

uncertainty"

Luu:"that'simpossibleman"

Me:"weuhm...Wetrainedandlearnedeachothers



everythingfromspeechtobehavior,andthefactthat

we'reextremelyidenticalwasabonus"

Iheardherexhaleandthenherfacialexpression

changed,hereyesalmostasifpoppingout.Iknewa

lightbulbjustwenton

Luu:"sowhoAREyou?"

Itookamoment....

Sheshookherheadastherealityofthisdawned

clearlyonher.

Luu:"you'renotNtando,right"?

Me:"no"

Luu:"no"?

Ishookmyhead,stillsippingonthegoodstuff.



Luu:"thenwhothefuckareyou"?

Me:"NdinguNqabaLuthandoNtabeni"

Luu:"okaywait,you'retoofastnow.Soareyoualso

Luthandooryoujustputanemphasisonmyname

forsomereason"?

Me:"thatismyfullname:NqabaLuthandoNtabeni"

ShelookedatmeasifI'minsane...

Luu:"thenwhoisNtando"?

Ghost:"Iam"

Webothlookedup,Luthandodidn'tknowwhereto

look.HereyesmovedfromGhosttomeinaflash

thenshegotupandwalkedoutthedoorwithout

sayingaword.Iranafterherandcaughtherjustas

shewasabouttoentermycar



Me:"baby,babycalmdown.Okay?"

Luu:"letgoofmyarm,whoeveryournameis"

Me:"I'mstillyourhusband,nothingschanged"

Luu:"nothing'schanged?Nothing'schanged?Are

fuckeninsane?Nta-ohfuck!"

Shegotinthecaranddroveoff!

Ilookedattheguardswhoweresupposedtokeep

peopleofftheplace

Me:"whoopenedthatgateforher"?

Diggs:"WesawyourcarGrootmanandthoughtits

Polo"

Me:"weren'tyoutheonewhotookPolototheairport

"?

Theywentsilent,Istormedbackintothehouseand



threwafistatthefirstobjectmyeyessaw.

Ghost:"Iwarnedyou"

Me:"fuckoff"

Ghost:"whereto"?

Iturnedandlookedathim...hemovedtwosteps

backwardwithbothhandsintheair"surrendering".
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Iknewhewashidingsomethingfromme,myguts

neverdeceiveme.Hellthey'remoreloyalthanhe

evercouldbe,whenIwokeuptoanemptyhouseI

grewmoresuspicious.ThisisnotCapeTownwhere

hecanjustupandleavetohavewarehouse

meetingswithhisgents,Igotupandsawthatmycar

keysweremissingsoinsteadofgoingberserkItook

hislaptopandtrackeddownmycar.That'swhyhe

installedthetrackermos?WhenIgotthelocationI



calledhimandhesaidhetookadrive ‍♀

kwaDwesiofallplaces?

Me:"inobaucingbandimunculo"

Igotdressedinblacktights,vestandsneakersthenI

worearedhoodieandtookhiscar...

Whywouldhetakemycar?Ufunauimpress'ahis

concubinesngeJaguaryam?

Me:"hemustbecrazy"

Idroveouttoexactlywherethetrackershowedmy

carandIfoundit,okayIwasfumingwithangerand

rage.TheguardsmusthavethoughtI'moneofthe

bosses(welltechnically,Iam )theyjustopened

thegatewithouthassles.Iwalkeduptoaclosed

woodendoor,triedtheknobandrealisedthatit

wasn'tlocked.WhenIwalkedin,Iwalkedintotwo



Ntando'sarguing.Iwassofreakenconfused,my

chesthasthingslikesharpneedlesclosinguponme.

Mykneeswereweakening,forasplitsecondI

couldn'ttellwhichonewasmyhusband.Itooka

momenttobreath...

TheotherNtandosaidsomethingaboutNtandonot

beingNtando,shockedatthepossibilityand

surrealnessofthisstatementIfeltasharppainin

myabdomenandexclaimed...

"What"!?

Theybothturnedandwentsilent...

Thoughhetriedhisbesttoconvincemewithhis

explanationofthewholestory,Iwasstillstucktothe

factthatheisnotNtando.IwassoooooconfusedI

hadsomanyquestionsbutIcouldn'taskhimthat

moment,notwiththeotherNtandointheroom.

Idrovestraighthome,parkedthecarandwentinside.

Idranktwoglassesoforangejuicebutmythroat



wasstilldry,Iheardhimdrivinginndamlindainthe

loungekuthenkcwe.Thirtyminutespassedengade

angenendazibonabandiyehlaumsindokancinci...

"canwetalk"?

Iliftedupmyeyesandkeptquiet,hesatacrossme

Him:"I'msorryyouhadtofindoutlikethat,Ididn't

knowhowtotellyou"

Iwasangryatmyselffornotknowingwhichoneof

themwasthis likerightnow,there'snotevena

browdifferent...

ItfeltlikeIwaslookingatUveandUba,buthay

mani,atleastIcandifferentiatebetweenmyown

kids. Thesegrownmenlookedexactlythesame.

Thesamenangonyathelaoku,Irecalledthatbrief

encounterkwiretreatwhereIreallythoughtIsawmy



husband.

Ngomphikaneneyena?

Him:"babyIknowitssuchashoc-"

Me:"uhm...whoamIspeakingtorightnow"?

Him:"itsuhm..Nqaba"

Me:"areyoutheonewho'ssupposedtobemy

husband"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"okay,thankGod"

Ibreathed...

ThoughIwasn'tsurehewastellingthetruth,

somethinginhisvoicehadsincerity.

Me:"Ineedyoutotellmeeverything.I'msoconfused

rightnow,sobearwithmebecauseIhavesomany

questions"



Him:"okay,that'snotaproblem"

Itookadeepbreath...

Me:"whoisNtando"?

Him:"Ntandoismybrother,theoneyousaw

kulandlu".

Me:"andyouareNqaba"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"okay,uhm...sobetweenthetwoofyou,ngomphi

loukhuliswengumama?UMamakhoImean"

Him:"nguNtando"

Me:"oh...hencekusaziwauNtandongumntuwonke.

Okay,butthemathdoesn'taddup"

Him:"okaysothisishowwedidit:weswitched

placesonandoffthefirstfiveyears,thenthesecond

fiveyearsoftheproposedtenIleftandwenttolive

withthepeopleIgrewupwith.Whenthatwasup,we

uppedthedurationtoaset10yearswhichendsthis



yearforhim"

Me:"andnowitsyourturntoleave"?

Him:"...yeah"

Ilookedathiminunbeliefthathe'ssocasualabout

this ‍♀

Me:"soifhegrewuphere,wheredidyougrowup

beforeyoumethim?"

Him:"that'snotimportantrig-"

Me:"Ntan-ohcrapawunguye!Listenkaloku,youare

goingtoanswerallmyquestions.AsinRightnow"

Helookedatme...

IwasbecomingfrustratedbecauseIcouldn'tread

him.Hewasjustblank...almostasifhe's...AsIfhe's

shiftedfrombeingNta-ImeanNqaba,tobeingBeast!



Me:"soukhulelephi,youmentionedsomethingabout

separatecountries"?

Him:"IgrewupinCongo"

Me:"isyourdadaCongolese"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"okay,sotheyalsonevernoticedtheswappings"?

Him:"no"

Hewasansweringtheseonewordsentencesjustto

irritateme kantikeiwantedtoknoweverything

soIwasn'tabouttogetirritatedasmuchasIfeltI

hadeveryrightto.

Me:"somethingdoesn'tadduphere"

Him:"whatis"?

Me:"kuloupanddownnimenzayo,didyouguysdate

thesamewomentoo"



Hefixedhiseyesontomine,noemotion,nothing.

Him:"yes"

Me:"what"?

Hejustcockedabrow

Me:"haiboNta-that'snotnormal.Areyousureyou

guysaren'tpsychologicallydisturbed"?

Him:"bynowyouwouldhavenoticedifIwas"

Me:"Idon'tlikeyourattitudetightnow,I'mentitledto

askthesequestions.Stopmakingmefeellike

ndiphambeneorndinochuku"

Hejustsighedandusedhishandtowipehis

foreheadandface.

Him:"I'msorryLuu,Iunderstandyourfrustration"



Me:"okay,thankyou.Sohowdidy'alldoit?I

mean,thesewomennevernoticedathing"?

Him:"wellno,likeItoldyouwetaughteachothera

coupleofthingsbeforeexchangingroles"

Me:"tyhiniNtan-sorry,Nqaba"

Him:"youcancallmeNtandoitsfine"

IrolledmyeyesathimandthenBOOM!Ithoughtof

Chuma,Anelisa,thekids

Me:"heeesoithiniintoyabantwana"?

Him:"uOwentandongowakhe"

Me:"howdoyouknow"?

Him:"Iknow"

Me:"howdoyouknowkalok"?

Him:"becausewhenheleft,Owewasbornalready"

Me:"oh,souSino"?

Him:"she'smine"



Me:"didyoutakepaternitytests"?

Him:"there'snoneedforthat,weknow"

Me:"wow!Whatawow"!

Iwenttothekitchentookthewholejugwiththe

juice,Iwasthroatdrynyhani.ThenIremembered

thatthenamedidringabell...

ThisNqaba...

IsawitsomewhereacoupleoftimesbutInever

gaveitmuchthoughtuntilnow.

Ipracticallyranbacktothelounge...

Me:"canyouuhm,removeyourshirt"

Hesmiledandtosseditaside,hethoughtIwantedto

seehistattoointhefront,theonethathadallour

namesbutIwentbehindhimandsawwhatIwas

lookingfor.Rightbelowhisshouldersatthecenter

ofhisbackhehad"Nqaba"atthetopand"Ntando"



belowit.Thistattoowasn'teasilynoticeable

becauseumvawakhewonkehasahairyBeast

tattoosothesenamesaremadetosortoflooklike

acollarontheneckoftheBeast.

Me:"Iknewit,thisname.IknewI'veseenitbefore"

Iranmyhandthroughmyhair,stilltryingtofigureout

therealityofallofthis.Itwashard...

Reallyhard.

Me:"ifyou'renotNtandothenwhatdoesthattattoo

belowyourbreastplatemeantoyou"?

Him:"everything"

Me:"what'severything"?

Him:"Ihavemybrother'snameonit,ournameon

it,ourchildren'snames..."

Me:"itstheNtandoandOwepartthatI'mreferringto

"



Him:"He'sanimportantpartofmylife,itfeltrightto

puthimthereinsteadofmeandOwemightnotbe

mybiologicalsonbuthe'sstillmyson"

Me:"whydoIfeellikeyoutattooedyourbrother's

nameinsteadofyoursbecauseyouknewI'd

questionyouaboutit"?

Him:"maybe"

Me:"WhatdodoyoumeanOweisstillyourson"?

Him:"I'mtheonlyfatherheknows,and

besides,what'smineisNtando'sandwhat'shisis

minetoo"

Me:"sothat'showy'allhavebeenplatingthisshitty

game"?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"playingwithifeelingszabantwanababantu

gqibanitshintshiselanengabo"?

Him:"that'snotwha-"

Me:"that'snotwhatyoumeant?I'msure.Sodoyou

perhapshavekidsIdon'tknowoffeCongo"?



Him:"no"

Me:"howcanyoubesure"?

Him:"hewouldhavetoldme"

Me:"yhoNtabeniunesibindi"!

Hedidn'tevenmakeanattempttoanswerme.Itfelt

likendikwimoviemna

Me:"sohe'sbackforhowlongngoku"?

Hedidn'tanswerme

Ireplayedthepreviousanswers...

Me:"ohmyGod,itsyourturntoreturntoCongo"

Heliftedhiseyessajongana,Isawitinhiseyes.He

didn'thavetoanswerme,Ihadalreadyreceivedmy

answer.Ifeltmyeyeswettingwithtearsrunning

downmyalreadyblushedcheeks



Me:"Nta-ohmyGod!Fortenyears"?

Hejustgotupandwalkedtothewindow,Iwasn't

angryanymore,Iwasupsettothepointofnoreturn.I

watchedhimstandingbythewindowthenIjust

bawledmyeyesout.Igotupafteracoupleif

seconds...

Me:"soyouweregonnaswapwithhimandnottell

me?DoImeanthatlittletoyou?Andinavaluethat

muchthatyouwouldswapmelikeanoldragtobe

usedbyanothermanfortengoodyearsNtan-holy

Fuckman"!

Heturned,hiseyeswerewettoo

Me:"Answermedammit"



Iwentstraighttohimandthrewfistsandeverything

Icouldreachrightathim,hejusttightlyheldmyarms

andbroughtmeclosertohim.Ihadnomore

strengthinme,Ijustcriedrightthereinhisarms.
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IcrieduntilIhadnomoretears...

Hekeptmeheldtightinhisembrace,Icouldfeelhis

heavybreathonmyneck.

Him:"I'mnotgoinganywhere,Ipromiseyou"

Me:"histermisovernjeyouhavetog-"

Ibrokedownagain

Him:"Luthandobelieveme,Iamnotleavingyou"

HeyIdidn'tknowwhattobelievemna,thiswasall



justamovietome.Itfeltlikendilelesondizovuka

andfindhimnakedunderneathme,smilingor

snoringsoftly.

Imovedoutofhisembraceandsniffed,wejust

lookedateachotherforaminute

Him:"babeYouaremylife,Icouldn'tlivewithoutyou

evenifItried.Pleasebelieveme"

Me:"didyoutellhimthat"?

Him:"that'swhatwewerearguingaboutwhenyou

walkedin"

Me:"no,youwerearguingabouttime"

Him:"ItoldhimIneededtimetotellyoueverything"

Me:"Nta-Idon'tbelieveyou,that'stheproblem.I

reallydon'tbelieveyou"

Him:"Luthandoplease"



Ipouredaglassofjuiceanddownedit,Ineededa

minute.Isatdownandjustreplayedeverythingin

myhead...

Me:"ifyoutrainedeachotheronhowtobehaveas

omnyetoapointthatnoonenoticedtheodds...Oo

Chumabamuncuthatmuchumntuangawuva

umahlukoeveninthebedroom"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,maybetheyjustnevergavemuch

thoughtintoit"

Me:"haibo,you'retrynatellmeIwouldn'tgivemuch

thoughtwhenInoticesomethingoddkuweduring

sex?Orinoursexlife"?

CwakauNtabeni

Me:"hayNtando...PleasetellmewhatI'mthinking

ain'ttrue"

Him:"Iwouldn'tdothattoyou,babyIloveyou"



Me:"duuude!ThatotheryoulovedChumabut

wamshiyakuweforheavenssake"

Him:"LuthandoyouaremyWIFE"

Me:"thatdoesn'tmeanathing"

Him:"itmeanseverything"

Me:"sundingxolelaplease"

Him:"okay,I'msorry"

Itookacoupleofbreathsin,myheadwasthrobbing

hecameforthandkneltdownonbothknees

beforeme.Ididn'twanttolookup,incaseIsawno

emotionagain.ButIdidlookupathim,hewas

crying...

Forwhat???? ‍♀whythehellwouldhecry

kodwanguyeorongo?

Me:"andthen"?

Him:"Idon'twannalooseyouLuu,Iloveyou,Ilove

yousoverymuchIcan'timaginelifewithoutyou"



Me:"soyou'recryingbecauseyoucan'tlivewithout

me?Reallynow?Haycummonman"

Him:"baby"

Me:"sundenzamuncuNtabeni"

Him:"andikwenzimuncuLuthando"

Me:"thentellmetherealreasonyou'reonyourknees

rightnow"

Him:"Iknowwe'vebeenthroughalottogether,and

wealmostdidn'tmakeit...Wecanmoveonfrom

this,justdon'tleavemepleasemamakhe"

AndIdidn'teventhinkofthat Ireallydidn't.Sohe

reallythoughtI'dleavehim becauseofthis?

Umuncuke,becauseleavinghimwouldmeanI'm

givinghimthegoaheadtogostraighttoCongo

ayophilaobunyeubomialibalengam,whichIwon't

do.Thiswholenonsensestopsrightnow,akayi

kwaseCongokethistimearounduyoseaboneba

makathini.

Heopenedmylegsandcrawledevencloser,Icould



evensmellhisbreath.HekeptquitebutIcouldfeel

hisshouldersvibratingashisarmswerearoundmy

waistandhisheadwasonmystomachandthat's

whenIknewhe'sreallycrying

Ndasukendatyhafakwamnakengoku.

Him:"I'lldoanythingyouwantmetodobabyjust

don'tleave"

Ikeptquiet...

Justthinking...

Him:"I'llgiveupallbusinessesifthat'swhatit'lltake

"

Talkingaboutbusinesses who'sbusinessesare

these? ‍♀whostartedthem?Whoownswhat?

Who'swho?



Me:"Ishealsoagangsta"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"howmuchofthebusinessesheredoesheown"?

Heliftedhisheadup,helookedmessy Iwiped

hischeekswithmyhands,haytyhinimyheartbroke

amillionpieceubonaumntuwamenjena!Asmuch

asIfeltsomething,Ididn'twannamakeitobvious

Him:"ndingamnikazonkeifneedbe,aslongas

ndizobanawenexttome"

Me:"you'renotansweringme"

Him:"because,zintozamvaeziuzibuzayobabyIjust

wannamakesuremnanawesigrand"

Me:"mh"

Him:"sigrandke"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"butthere'shope,right''?



Me:"andiyazimfondinityhini"

Igotupfromthecouchandwalkedtothewindow...

Him:"I'msorry,alltheseyearsIjustneededtheright

momenttotellyou"

Me:"Ineedyoutocallhimezeapha"

Him:"why"?

Me:"why?Areyouserious"?

Hegotupandwalkedoff,Iwantedtorunafterhim

ndimthukekanobombutIjustwatchedhim.Withina

fewsecondsbangenabelandelelana

Me:"ah,soyoulefthiminthecarallthistime?But

thenagain,remindmewhyamIsurprised"?

OkaysonowthattheywereheretogetherIhadto



getmymindstraight...Because,theyweresomehow

dressedupthesameway .Theysatdownnextto

eachotherinsilence,Iwasstillamazedtospeak.To

thinkIthoughtmysonslookedliketheirfather

thisguywasjusttheirfathernendlebeleh!Mnk,yho

abazobaconfusedabantwanabamnkosenofefe...

Haybafaneleukubamuncukodwaoomama,afana

nyhanilamadoda ndavelandaphithana

ingqondokubajonganje.Isatdownwithmyeyes

closedforasecond...

Me:"uhm...Hi"?

Ntando:"sothisissupposedtobetheofficial

introduction"?

Me:"haikedon'tbecockywithmendisazenzanice"

Ntando:"akhoneedyozenza,justbeniceifyoudon't

wanttouyeke"

Me:"youmustbeNtando''

Ntando:"we'rebothNtando,thoughtbynowyou'd

haveacknowledgedthat"



Me:"youdoknowthatthisnonsensey'allhavebeen

doingendstoday,right"?

Nqabagotuptofetchfruit,IreceivedamessagesoI

tookmyphoneandcheckedbaivelakubani,bythe

timeIlookedup,thefruitwasalreadyinfrontof

thembendijongilebobabini.

Nqaba:"Ikindafiguredthatout"

Me:"sonicingaukubasiyeninieMonti"?

Ntando:"wheneveryouseefit"

Me:"thenNtabenicallMo"

Ntando:"sure"

Nqaba:"sungxama...Ndcelakungayiwanamhlanje"

Me:"why?You'renotreadytofacethetruth'?

Ntando:"yes"

IhadafeelingtheyhadswappedseatswhileI

lookedatmyphone...Strangebutnotimpossibleor



farfetched

Me:''babyplsputonthekettleformeiyandigodolisa

lejuice"

Oneofthemgotup...uthenetazengomvaIknew

that'snotmyhusband.

Me:"notyou"

Hesmiledandsatbackdown,kwaphakamauNqaba

ehleka,butuhlekantoni?Andingonopopiwabo

mna tchi

Ntando:"you'reafastlearner,so...Howdidyoutwo

meet?He'sbeencageyabouterr'thang"

Me:"that'shispolitewayoftellingyouitsnoneof

yourbusiness"

Ntando:"heeeBeastufierceubaby,youneversay"



Me:"yoursarcastic"

Ntando:"nohoneyI'mreal"

Me:"there'snothingrealaboutlivinginCongoforten

yearsassomeoneyou'renot"

Ntando:"ouch,she'spersonaltoo"

Hewasjustbeingadramaking,IneededSosoright

now

Myhusbandreturnedwithmycoffeeandahotwater

bottle

Me:"thanks,firstthingsfirst...stopconfusingme.

Pls,itsnotamusing"

Theyatethefruitinsilence,Istudiedthem,justnje

ndfunanobayintoencinciendizobehlulangayo



Me:"xanicinga,nizofikanithiniKumamagents"?

Ntando:"yourhusbandwilldothehonours"

Me:"Whykodwayou'retheonewhogrewupwith

her"?

Ntando:"becausehe'stheonewhowantstocome

clean"

Me:"Soyoudon't"?

Ntando:"whyshouldI"?

Me:"youhavenocareintheworldthatyoursonwill

growupnotknowingyourtrueidentity"?

Hewentsilent

Me:"wow,andIthoughtBeastdoesn'thaveaheart"

Ntando:"erh,yougavehimone.TheBeastIknow

wouldhavelonggonetoCongotheminuteIlanded"

Me:"thankGodformethen"



Helookedatme,asifinscrutiny...

Him:"don'tpatyourselfjustyet,hemightjustchange

hismind"

Me:"thenhewouldn'tbemyhusband,don'tyou

think"?

Nqaba:"shouldIordersomethingtoeat"?

Webothlookedathim

Nqaba:"iyandilambisalentoniyenzayo"

Ntando:"Debonairstripledeckthreesausage

pizza,RJsribsandQuali100%fruitjuicethankyou"

‍♀

Nqaba:"baby"?

Me:"I'lleatwithhim"

Ntando:"arewestartingwiththefamilyfamilybonds



already"?

Me:"thesoonerthebetter"

Hechuckled

Ntando:"Polowasrightaboutyou,you'reaSmith

rightthrough"

Me:"Polo?SoMarcknewaboutyou"?

Ntando:"uhoh,bubblejustburst"

IlookedatNtandohejustgotupwiththephonehe

wasusingtoorderfood.

Tyhini
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"Istillloveyou,evenifyou'remadatme"



Ididn'tanswerhim,Ijustundressedandwentto

soakmyselfinthebubblebaththatheranforme

rightafterhisduplicateleft.Isunkunderthefoam

andjusttookacoupleofminutesofuttersilence...

SoNqabagrewupinCongowithhisdad's

family,NtandogrewupinSouthAfricawithhis

mom'sfamily.Nowngubanioyenayenauligintsa

betweenthesetwoparents?Becausenaba

abantwanababobobabinibezinkuntselazamagintsa.

Iftheytrulymetngalendlelabatshongayothen

definitelynaloNtandoumtshaligintsakazikula

Congoahlelikuyo.Cometothinkofit,Ntandowell

Nqabawasalwayscageyabouthisdad.Yeshetold

meheknewhim,butitjustendedthere...HeknewI'd

questionhimadeabhudeandixeleleinyani.Wow.

Butkengoku....WhoamImarriedto? surely

Ntabeniisnothisfather'slastname thenndingu

Mrsbanimna?



Ijumpedoutofthewater,drainedit,grabbedatowel

andcoveredmyfoamybodyasIheadedtothe

bedroom

Me:"what'syourlastname"?

Helookedupfromhistabletwithfringedbrows...

Me:"whatisyoursurnameke"

Him:"Iheardyouthefirsttime"

Me:"then"?

Wakhewathula,Iwentstraighttohimandtookthe

tabletndayibekaecalenindamjonga...

Me:"dude,ifyourdadisCongolesethenwhat'syour

realsurname?Ourrealsurname"

Him:"okaybeforeIansweryou,letmeexplain



somethingtoyou"

Me:"okay"

Him:"dadisnottrulyCongolese,yeshelivesthere

andhehasrelationstherebuthe'saZuluman"

Ijustlookedathim...Whyaretheynothonestly

honestnam?

Me:''okay...I'mofficiallyconfused"

Him:"mommetdadinKZNwheretheyusedtobe

coworkersatafirm,helaterresignedandstartedhis

ownbusinesses.MomrelocatedbacktotheEastern

Cape,kantishewasalreadypregnantbythen"

Me:"siseCongokalokngoku"

Him:"hisfatherisaZuluwhomarriedaCongolese

womanwhowasaPrincessbybirth,sotheyleftSA

bayohlalaeCongokwikingdomyakulonkosikazi

wakhe"

Me:"youmeanyourgrandparents"?



Him:"yes,mydadistheirthirdandlastchild,only

manamongtwogirls"

Me:"hm"

Him:"aftergrowingupinCongoheleftwezaapha

ezogqibezelaufunda,hegotwork,metmom,met

umamawabanyeabantwanabakhethenhewentto

liveinJo'burgwherehemetumamaKaVinceand

latertherestofthewomenhemet.Emvakwayo

yonkelontohewentbacktoCongowayohlalafull

time"

Me:"nibangaphikutatakho"?

Helaughed

Him:"sibaninzi"

Me:"cummonestimate"

Him:"weshouldbeover12,ormore.Nowthathe's

gottwowives"

Me:"RHA!YilontounjenaNta-tatakhe,yhuyimfuza



ithechatabethuna"

Yhowahlekawalilaumntu

Me:"ungazeundenzelelontomna"

Him:"what?Takingasecondwife"?

Me:"ewetshi"

Heburstwithlaughter

Me:"andikwazibauhlekantoni,doyouknowabanye

kwababalaphaeSA"?

Him:"yep"

Me:"doyouhavearelationshipwiththem?Ninimos

abadala"?

Him:"yes,andyes"

Me:"yho,plstellmeIdon'tknowthem"



Him:"wellAnga,Toolkit,BulletandBrigadearemy

brotherstoo"

Myjawdropped,ngumziwamagintsamoslo

ndazifakakuwo.HemadeBulletmydriverbecause

hetrustshim,beinghisbrothersurelyhe'dprotect

meandmykidsashewouldforhisown?Heeeaba

bantu

Him:"Iassumeyouthinkwe'rejustafamilyofbloody

thugs"

Me:"wellduh,whichtakesmebacktoyourfather.

What'sahislastname"

Him:"hisnameisNqobimpiDavidGwala"

Me:"soapparentlyI'msupposedtobeaMrs

LuthandoGwala"?

Him:"youare"

Me:"howkodwaI'mmarriedtoaNtandoNtabeni"?



Hegotupandwenttohiswalk-incloset,retreated

withaleatherbriefcasewakhuphaablackfileand

gavetome..

Iopeneditndavelandomelwangamazwiemqaleni,le

ndodaisamasterofallknownschemers.

Thisfilehadour"correct"marriagecertificatewith

theGwalalastname,andtherewasmyIDwiththe

Gwalalastname ‍♀tyhinilendoda!

Me:"I'mafraidtoaskhowyoudidthis,Isiteven

legal"?"

Him:"youdon'thavetoknowthedetailsbut,those

documentsarealllegal"

Me:"IfeellikeIdon'tknowyou"?

Ididn'tevenwaitforhisresponse,Ijustwalkedupto

thewindowfacingmybackyard.Ifeltalumpinmy

throat,ahugeone...



Him:"I'mstillthesamemanyoufellinlovewith"

Me:"noyou'renot,you'reastranger"

Hegotupandcametostandbehindmetouching

myshoulders

Him:"babyI'mstillthesameman,believeme"

Me:"somanysecretspho?"

SuddenlyIsnapped,Thenamerangabell...

Me:"NqobimpiDavidGwala...NqobimpiDavid

Gwala..."

Him:"you'vesaidittwotimesalreadywhatareyou

thinki-"?

Me:"HolyJesus!Ndiyatshoman,thisnameringsa

bell"

Him:"itdoes"?



Me:"utatakaAnelisawastakeninandintroducedto

thislifebyyourfather"

HelookedatmeasifwaitingformetosayI'm

joking...

Him:"yourfather,workedformyfather"?

Me:"heeeissamess"!

Him:"areyousureaboutthis"?

Me:"tyhini!Hayinibethuna,whatkindalifeisthis?

AndhereIthoughtitscoolwethu,itsjustyouand

MarcusthenBOOM!Myfatherpoppedoutof

nowhere..."

Hewasbusydoingsomethingonhislaptopleaving

thetabnexttome...

Me:"AndnowYOURownfatherisTHEELordofall

gangsinAfrica?Abantwanabamwillgrowup



surroundedbygangstersnje"?

Ndavelandanentlokoinasecond

Him:"SoutaBongslonguloBonginkosiJwayiitaima

yaykheincokolengaye"?

Iwasinmyownworldkengokumna..

Hegotupandkissedmycheek,Ididn'treactuntilI

heardthecaroutside.Ifleddownthestairsand

caughthimegqibojikaimotoijongeegatini

Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"I'llbebackjustnowbaby"

Me:"uyaphikalok"?

Him:"ndiyaKuGhost,goinsideI'llbebackjustnow."

Wemnkaumntundisakhamisile...
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Iwentbackinsideandcalledlotata...

Bongs:"thisisanicesurprise"

Me:"youoncementionedaMrGwalainourearly

conversationseJo'burg"

Bongs:"yeshewasmymentor,utheni"?

Me:"hewas"?

Bongs:"wavelawanyamalalakalokandeverybody

assumedandbelievedthathewasexecuted"

Me:"didyoutrylookingforhim"?

Bongs:"asfarasToronto,whythesuddeninterest

S'bongile"?

Me:"I'mjustcuriousthat'sall,okaysharp"

Bongs:"wha-"

Ihungup



Stillwrappedinabathtowel,Ipacedaroundthe

roomtryingnottothinkaboutwhatthetwoNtando's

werediscussingkwaDwesi.Isatdowninmyroom

bitingmynails....

Myphonerang...

Me:"baby"?

Him:"whateveryoudo,don'tcallyourdad"

Me:"uhm...why"?

Him:"youhave,haven'tyou"?

Me:"wellkinda"

Him:"whatdidyoutellhim"?

Me:"Ijustconfirmedbauyamaznyhaninah

utatakho"

Him:"nothingelse"?

Me:"no,what'sgoingon"?

Him:"we'lltalkobuyakwam"



Me:"haibotatakhe"

Him:"anddon'tcomehereLuthando,ndilinde

ndibuye"

(Someoneinthebackgroundsaid:Youletthem

nameherLuthando?Heyuyagulabafondikuncamile)

Him:"uyandiva"?

Me:"ndikuvile,youdon'tneedtoraiseyourvoice"

Hehungup

Ireplayedourconversationoverandoveragain,I

decidedtoGooglehisdad.Itwouldn'thelptryingto

hackintohislaptopbecausehe'llgetthe

notificationsaspernorm...

ThenIdecidedtocallMarcusSmithwhile

googling,yazngomnyenjelowho'sbeenkeeping

secretsfromme...



Marc:"babysister"

Me:"hoegaandit"?

Marc:"lekkerenjy"?

Me:"niesolekkernie"

Marc:"watgaanaan"?

Me:"ekweetjyweetvanGhost"

Silence...

Me:"funnyhoejyaltydsêdatmymanisniedieregte

manvirmy...kantijyweetdathyhet'nduplicatein

Congo"

Marc:"ekhetvirjoumangesêdathymoetverteljou

maarhywasaltydbangdathysalvirjoulosashy

diewaarydjousê"

Me:"maarthatdoesn'texplainhoekomhyhetnievir

joubabasissênie,aldiejare"?



WathulauMarcussana

Marc:"ekisjamer"

Me:"hm"

Marc:"regtignou,ekisbaiejamer"

Me:"itsfineMarc,diewaarheidisnouuit.Maarekis

nogmalIwon'tlie"

Marc:"Iloveyou"

Me:"mxmMarcuyeva"?

Helaughedandhungup

Icalledhimbacktyhini...

Marc:"mybeautifullittlesister"

Me:"whocalledwhoMarcus"?



Wahleka

Me:"nowlistentothis"

Ihunguponhim tchini.Ididn'tknowwhat

todo,IjuststoppednaloGoogleanddecidedtowait

onNqaba.Okoumntuemnkilekwabethau'leven

ebusukundimlindiledololoupopa.Idecidedtocall

him...

Him:"I'mbusyrightnow"

Me:"pleasecomehome"

Him:"LuthandoIjusttoldyouI'mbusy"

Me:"Iheardyou,andI'maskingyoutopleasecome

hometu.Ndiyakucela"

Hesoundedlikehewaspacing,thenhesighed.

Him:"Ican'tbaby,I'msorry.There'ssomethingwe're



busywithanditmightbeawholenighter"

Me:"sondizolalandodwa"?

Him:"justfortonight"

Me:"mxm"

Ihungup

Hecalledmeback,Iignoredit.Hecalledagain,I

rejectedit.Isensedthatmydadcouldbeinreal

dangerwiththosenewlyfoundtwins,butIhadno

proof.

Igotupfromthebedandpackedatravelingcasene

toiletrybagthenIslept.WhenIwokeupthe

followingmorning,hewastakingashower.Idon't

knowhowcomeIoversleptbecauseitwaspastten

alreadykodwabendfunaafikendihamba.Iwentto

runmyselfabathngokuavasayo,I'msurehenoticed

mebuthewasjusttoobusywhistlingsomecrazy

tunendaskendadikwandivuka.Howcanhebein

suchagoodmoodengalelangaendlini?

Isoakedmyselfin,waphumaandlookedatme



smiling

Him:"heybaby"

Iignoredhim

Hetookatoweltodryindrippingwet,muscled,

sexy,darkbody...Iavoidedlookingathimforobvious

reasons.

Him:"I'msorryaboutlastnight"

Ijustkeptmysilence...

Him:"ifyou'resetouttogimmethesilencetreatment

thenI'mgoingtojoinyouinthatbathand

asizophumakulebathroomuntilyouspeaktome"



Ithoughthewasbluffing ‍♀hejusthada

shower,whyonearthwouldhegetintoabubblebath?

JustsoIcouldtalktohisstupidass?BeforeIknew

it,hewasalreadyinthebathwangenangezantsi

sajongana.Iwantedtolaughbutndazibamba

becausethat'swhathewanted.

Him:''Luu"

Me:"yintonimaniekuseni"?

Him:"ItoldyounjelastnightthatI'mbusy,uqumbele

ntoningoku"?

Me:"ndcelauphumekulebhafu"

Him:"ndisathethanawe"

Me:"Iwillnotrepeatmyself"

Him:"babyuyazaziindlelanobasexyngayowhen

you'reangry?You'returningmeonrightnow"

Ihissedandtriedgettingup,heheldmyankles

keepingamockerysmilepaintedacrosshisface.



Me:"letgoofmyankles"

Hegotupandcrawledtotheuppersideofthebath

soourfaceswerejustafewcentimetresapart...I

couldsmellhismintybreath

Me:"Ntandomxm,Nqabakhawsukekum"

Him:"hm"?

Hewenttomyneck,kissing,biting,sucking...

Ndisamameleleyo,IfelthishandonmymoundIlet

outanunplannedmoan.It'sbeenawhilesincehe

touchedmethere.Hestoppedforasecondand

lookedintomyeyes

Him:"Ubusithinibabe"?

Me:"bendisithisukaphezukwam"



Him:"okay"

Hesmashedhislipsontomine,suckingmybottom

liptohim.ThatmademewincealittlebutthenIfelt

afingerpartingmylipsdownthere,thenoneranup

anddownmylipsandslippedin.Ifoundmyself

buckingupforhishand Ihadgivenupthefight

already,thenheabruptlystopped.

Hebitmylipandgotoutofthebathgrabbingthe

sametowelhehadonhiswayoutoftheroom

Butthatwasjustcruel,hehadtostopjustasIwas

abouttohitthepeak?

Idrainedthewaterandfollowedhimouttothe

bedroomwithouteventakingatowel

Me:"whatwasthatabout"?

Him:"yhobabythewaySouthAfricanlawsare



changingeachandeveryminute,Iwouldn'twannabe

chargedofrapingmyownwife"

Watshoehleka...

Iknewhowtogethim.Ijustchuckledanddried

myselfusingatowelIfoundonthebed,thenItook

mytimelotioning.AtthecornerofmyeyeIsawhow

erectedhewasbehindthattowelndahleka

ngaphakathi,hehadstoppedlotioninghisownbody

wabukelamna.

Me:"seeanythinginteresting"?

Him:"yeah...yourstomach"

Me:"whataboutit"?

Him:"itlooksabituhm,wider.FromwhereI'm

standing"

Me:"theninobandinezipejejeungatshonje"

Hecameforwardandlookedatmethroughthe



mirrorthatwasinfrontofme

Him:"khamestraight"

Me:"I'mnotdonelentondiyenzayo"

Him:"uzogqibezelainasecLuthandokhawenze"

Irolledmyeyesandstoodupstraight,hetouched

thesidesofmywaist.Nowthatwestoodlikethis,I

noticedhowweirdmystomachlooked andmy

boobs

Him:"yourboobsarefuller"

Me:"Inoticed"

Hegrabbedone,stillkeepingtheintensityinour

gaze,herolledthenipplebetweenhisindexand

thumbfingersIcriedout



Me:"ouch,libuhlungufondini"

Him:"butthey'renotnormallysore,kutheningoku"?

Me:"sonowyouexpectmetotellyouhowa

woman'sbodyoperates"?

Him:"whenlastdidyouyourcycle"?

Me:"yintonileundibuzayona"?

Him:"Ithinkyou'repregnant"

Me:"doesapregnantwomanlooklikeme"?

Him:"LuthandoIknowyourbody"

Me:"notukodlulamna"

Him:"okaymaybenot,butiknowyourbody.You're

pregnantandindenial"

Me:"mxm"

Ilefthiminfrontofthatmirror,heturnedwithme

andwefacedeachother.

Me:"ndyekeNtabeni"



Him:"you'reallpacked,uyaphi"?

Me:"I'mgoingtofetchmykids"

Him:"really"?

Me:"whatdoyoumeanreally''?

Hedidn'tsaymuchbuthedidlockmylipswithhis.I

wantedthis,lyingaboutitandbeingselfrighteous

ain'tgonnatakemenowhere.IknewIwanteditas

bad.Hepickedmeupfromtheground,myarms

flungacrosshisneck,legsacrosshiswaistthenhe

walkedovertothebedandlaymedown.
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Heknewtherightspotsto

touch,caress,kiss,lick...anddoallsortsofincredible

things.AsIwasabouttoloosemyself,Istoppedhim

wothuka

Igotoffthebedbreathingheavily



Him:"youokay"?

Ijustnod...

Thethoughtthatthismightbetheotheronemade

mesick,Iliterallyrantothebathroomndakhupha,

ndabuyaandbumpedontohimcomingtocheckon

me.

Him:"babeutheni"?

Igotachancetolookathischest,thetattoo.Itwas

probablytheonlyvisibledifferencethatIcouldgrasp

onrightnow,butwhatiftheotherNtandoalsohasit?

IsuddenlybecamedizzyevenbeforeIreachedthe

bed...

Me:"bab-"



ThenIblackedout...

AfteracoupleofminutesIopenedmy

eyes,somethingcoldwasonmyforeheadandIwas

onmybackonthebed.

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey...ndcelaamanzi"

Isatupdrankthewaterhejustgaveme

Me:"andsagodoli"

Him:"ngenaezingubenikalok"

Hehelpedme,thenweheardahooter

Me:"yourbrother"?

Him:"noIcalledadoctortocomecheckupon

you,thatmustbehimorher"



Me:"thatwasunnecessarythough,ndirightmna"

Him:"youfaintedLuthando"

Me:"because..."

Heleftmewithmybecause Ijustwaitedforthe

doctor.Myphonerang,callerIDregisteredunknown

‍♀

Me:"hello"

Ntando:"hey,yousoundbetter"

AndwhywouldNqabacallmekodwaudownstairs?

Me:"whyareyoucallingmekodwaudownstairs"?

Ntando:"becauseIhavetomakesureyou'reokay"

Me:"mxm"

Ntando:"Idon'tknowhowhehandlessuch

fiercenessthough"



Me:"ahGod!Ntando,whatcanIdoforyou"?

Ntando:"nothing,Ijustcalledtofindouthowyou

doing"

Me:"I'mfine"

Ntando:"Isawhowfineyouaremomma,buthoware

youdoingafterthefaint-session"?

Me:"doeshetellyoueverything"?

Ntando:"Iwish,butno.Hejusttoldmesowecould

cancelourmeeting"

Me:"I'mafraidtoevenask,ndlelalenimischievous

ngayo"

Helaughed

Ntando:"I'mflatteredMrsUs,veryflattered.I'm

actuallycomingover,ndikuphathelentoni"?

Me:"no,don'tcome"

Ntando:"what?Why"?



Me:"please,justdon'tcome"

Ntando:"I'moffendedMrsUs,areyouserious"?

Me:"you'llbefinewethu,pleasejustgiveusa

moment.Yonkelentoyenuistoomuchformeto

handlerightnow"

Hewentsilent...

Ntando:"okay"

Me:"thankyou"

Ntando:"ButIhavetoseehimtoday,nobakupha

late"

Me:"you'llseehimlateorngomsowhenwe're

comingtofetchyou,pleasepackbeforeyousleep"

Ntando:"arewegoingsomewherespecific"?

Me:"Siyakumamakho"

Ntando:"thatcanwaitMrsUs,wehaveaveryserious

matterinourhandsrightnow"



Me:"nothingisasseriousisthis"

Ntando:"awukhofierceuyibullyqhakengoku"

Me:"cheers"

IhungupkanyexaengenauNqabanogqirha

Me:"DrChetty?Whatareyoudoinghere"?

Dr:"dutycallsofcourse,youlookbeautiful"

Me:"uhm,thanks.Iguess"

Sheunpackedherkitinformingmeofwhatwe're

goingtodo,shetookbloodandurinetests.

Nqaba:"sodocwhatcouldhavemadeherfaint"?

Dr:"she'stoomuchstressed,anditlookslikeshe

haslowbloodpressure"



Helookedatme

IjustplayedwithmyhandswhileChettydidher

things

Dr:"congratulations,youguysarepregnant"

Nqaba:"Itoldyo-"

Me:"areyousure"?

Dr:"positive"

Me:"wouldyoumindrunninganothertest"?

Nqaba:"haiboLuthando"

Me:"yintoni?Iwanttobesurefondini"

Dr:"IdidtwotestsMrsNtabeni,theurineandthe

bloodtest.Bothhavecomeoutpositive"

Me:"mxm"

Nqaba:"thankyoudoc"

Dr:"pleasetrytoavoidanythingstressfulrightnow,

you'reexactlyinthatcriticalstageyoualwayshear

off"



Me:"hm"

Dr:"eatalotofspinach,livers,beansandpeasetoup

yourironandboostyoursugarlevels.Alotof

proteinsthatis"

Ijustkeptquietmna..

Dr:"oneotherthing,pleasetrytokeepintouch

whetheritswithmeorDrLauren.Especiallywhen

youfeelsomeirregularities"

Nqaba:"whatarethechancesregardingtheAUB

issuewehaveapastwith"?

Dr:"wecan'treallysayrightnow,I'llbookyouguysa

formalassessmentinJo'burgfornextweekthenI

candoapropercheckonher"

Nqaba:"okay,thankyou"

DrChettygavemeprescriptionformedsthenshe

left,Igotoutofbedndanxibatracksuit.Siyaemonti

whethertheylikeitornot,Idon'tcarenobasihambe



ngobusukuintoendingasozendiyinyamezelekugula

ndedwandiguliswangabantwanabomnyeumfazi

engazikwantophofyena.Sozemntakamalume.

Makayive,agule,aphilesizophelelwangamaxhala .

Iworesneakersandgrabbedmywallet..

Nqaba:"uyaphikengokuwanxibawasitha"?

Me:"I'mgoingtothemall"

Nqaba:"whatfor?"

Me:"ItoldyouI'mgoingtoEastLondon"

Nqaba:"you'reinnoconditiontotravelLuthando,

youjustfaintedacoupleofminutesago"

Me:"sure"

Igotdownstairs,grabbedmycarkeys.Hefollowed

mewandifumanasendiphuma,Iwasangryatmyself

forbeingcarelessumithaatsuchacrucialtime?

Mxm.Uphindeumithelelentoingenanyanikuyo

yonkelonto.Nxa!IwassooooangrythatIwasso



carelessandgullible,thatIwassocaughtupdeeply

inthislieofalifeIevenlostmyselfinit.Icouldfeel

myentirebodyshakingngumsindoandkengokuI

didn'twannabeunfairndikhupheleumsindowam

kuyekodwandimobeirresponsible.

Ijustneededacleardrivendiphumzeingqondo

beforesiyeniebantwaneni.

Heopenedthepassengerdoorandgotin,Idrovein

silence.

Nqaba:"youwon'tlistentoreason"?

Ikeptquiet

Nqaba:"Luthandondiyathetha"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkrightnow,soifyou'reriding

withmendcelauthulekenawe"



Nqaba:"ndizothulawhenyouseereasonswhyyou

can'tbetravelingrightnow"

Ndingelogezanjendathulakemnake.

Nqaba:"babyplease,sizoyaemonti.Justnot

now,canwejustfocusonthispregnancyngoku"?

Nqaba:"Ijustdon'twantustoriskbaby,youheard

thatthedoctorsaidyou'reinthecriticalstage"

Hewasgivingmeaheadache

Nqaba:"there'ssomuchgoingonrightnow,kuthwe

sustressawenaufunaukyastraightkwistress.

Yonkelentoneedstimeandaproperapproach"

‍♀



Nowthathismotherhastobetolditneedsaproper

approach?

Wherewastheproperapproachkum?

Idon'tmeantobeinsensitivebutwehadtogetthis

overanddonewith,immediately.Idon'tknowhow

they'llexplaintothekids,kusekhonoChumawho

hastobetold?KusekhonotatamwhomIhaveto

seeandquestionregardingloDavidGwala.

Andwhyaretheyquietaboutthechildren'spaternity?

Evenababamneedtobetestedkuwowonkelovobe

bamenzayoababhuti,weallhavetobesureof

wherewestand.Thiswholethingnjewastoomuch

onitsown...thenwesomehowthoughtitbesttoadd

pregnancyontop?Really?Mnxxxxxxm!!!!!!

Nqaba:"uyandivaphoforI'mtalkingalone"?

Me:"babyIaskedyounicely,nicelytobequiet.Into

oyenzayongokuuyandingxolela"

Nqaba:"I'mjustvoicingoutmyconcerns"



Me:"Idon'tneedthemrightnow,okay"?

Nqaba:"ivelaphikengokuleattitudeunayo?"

Ijustacceleratedthecarndivaleumlomowam...

Nqaba:"Luu"?

Iexhaled...uyandigrumbanankuunyanawomntu

Nqaba:"thecaristoofast,slowdown"

Iignoredhim

Nqaba:"babyspeedlimit"

Me:"you'reinmycarandIknowthespeedlimit

kulendlelapleasebruh,justbequiet.Please

ndiyakucela"



Wathula.

IdrovethelongestroutetoGreenacresjustsoI

couldcoolmyselfdown.JustasIparked,hisbrother

calledagain

Me:"hm"?

Ntando:"wereyouseriousaboutEastLondon"?

Me:"andimdalaforudlalaiigames"

Ntando:"I'mnotre-"

Me:"Idon'tcare"

Ntando:"whyareyousoangry,atleastyouknowthe

truth"

Ijusthungup,walkedinkwaAckerman'sandwentto

theboysaislefirst.IfIwantedtospendimali

yalendodaIwouldhaveoptedforEarthChildoreven



WooliesngenxayequalitybutIwasabouttospend

myownmoneyandIwasn'tabouttobreakalegnge

brandezonxitywaedakeni.Notnow.IBoughtforall

thekids,justacoupleofwarmclothesthenIwentto

pay,Iknewverywellakaphethangawalletkamnandi

hejustbecameisiphukuphukusamecamkwam.
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IdialedMowhilepushingthetrolleyatPnP,Ididn't

wannagoaroundbuyingstuffinEL.

Mo:"madam"?

Me:"heyunjani"?

Mo:"I'mgoodsisiunjaniwena"?

Me:"I'mokay,whattimecanyoubeinPE"?

Mo:"Today"?

Me:"IneedyoulikeyesterdayMo"

Mo:"ammaneedaboutthreehoursMrs"



Me:"alright,I'llwait.Thanks"

Mo:"sureMrs"

Ihungupandpaid...

Onourwaytothecar...

Nqaba:"Iguesssihambenisonke"?

Me:"ifniyafuna"

Nqaba:"ifasifuniyouwon'ttellumakhuluabout

ghost"?

Me:"uyabuzaoruyandixelela"?

Nqaba:"I'masking"

Me:"I'lltellheranyway"

Nqaba:"babyman"

Me:"dudeI'mtiredokay?I'mtiredofallofthis.Ithas

tostop,today"



Whateverelsehesaid,ididn'thearit.Igottomy

car,wedrovestraighthomeandhelpedeachother

offloadingthegoodsinsilence.Whenweweredone

Imadeafruitsmoothie,hecametothekitchenandI

couldn'ttellwhetherhewasangryorjustupset.

Nqaba:"Idon'tgetyouyazLuthando,oneminute

you'rehappy,thenextyou'reangry,thenextyou're

selfishandthenyou'retired?Uzothiniungadinwa

withsuchanemotionalrollercoaster"?

Iignoredhim

Nqaba:"ndiyathethaLuthando"

Me:"ndikumamele"

Nqaba:"yintoniingxakingoku?Canwetalkand

solveit?Please"

Me:"let'sjustgotoEastLondon,tellyourmotherand

childrenaboutthisdoublelifey'allhavebeen

living,thenwecancomebackandsolvewhateverit



isleufunaisortwe"

Nqaba:"we'reinnostatetovisitthefamily,clearly

you'reupsetaboutsomething.Umazalawakhowill

catchonandthenwhat"?

Ineededtobreath...

Iwassuffocatinginhere.

Nqaba:"Ithinkwe'retwoadultstalking,walkingout

onmeisjustsoimmature"

Me:"ItoldyouI'mtir-"

Nqaba:"tiredofwhat"?

Me:"okayyouwannaknow"?

Nqaba:"whathaveIbeensayingforthepastfifteen

minutes"?

Me:"I'mtiredofthesecrets,I'mtiredofnotknowing

what'snext,I'mtiredoflivingmylifeontheedge,I'm

tiredofbeinginsecure,I'mtiredoffeelinglikeI'mnot

enough,I'mtiredoffeelingthatmyloveain't



enough,I'mtiredoffeelingstupid,naïve,Iamtiredof

sleepingintears,I'mtiredofhavingtobegforyour

attention,Iamsoooootiredofenjoyingsexandnot

yourlove,yourtime,yourhonesty,yourtruth.Kuworse

kengokuIdon'tknowwho'swhobetweenthetwoof

you,howamIsupposedtobenakedand

comfortableinyourpresence?Ifyouwereabletodo

itkuChumahowdoiknowanizotshintshiselana

ngam?Iamtiredofhavingtoplaydetectiveukuze

ndiyaziintoeyenzekayoaphendliniandinyourlife.I

amtiredofdressingupforpeopletothinkIhavethe

bestinlife,I'mtiredofbeingamother,awife,and

mostly...Iamsoooooofreakentiredofbeing

pregnant.Akhontoizondiphambanisaingathiyile

yokumitharightnow.WhatwasIthinking?Whythe

hellwasn'tIcautious?Kuthenindimuncukangaka?

IfGodaskedmetochoosebetweenthispregnancy

andAUB,IswearIwouldhavechosenthesickness.

Pregnancy?Yhoha.aIamtiredshame,Iamvery

tired"

Wathula



NowIwasabletobreath,finallyIsaiditndevakuthi

xibililiemagxeni.

Hesatdownwithasigh,Iknewverywellthat

everythingIsaidmusthavehurthimbuthepushed.

BendizixelelemnaIwon'tsayanything,I'lljustget

someairandmoveon.

Nqaba:"Igetthatyou'reupset,buttosayyou'retired

ofbeingawife?Amother"?

Me:"I'mtiredofbeinggullible"

Nqaba:''andIthoughtwe'reworkingonourmarriage

"

Me:"thenyourbrotherpitches,awundixeleleIhaveto

findoutbymyself"

Nqaba:"Iwasgonnatellyoueventually,wasuke

wangxama"

Me:"aftertheNomsaissuewevowedtonosecrets,u

eventuallylouthethangayedoesn'tcutit"

Nqaba:"ufunandithinikeLuthando"?



Me:"Itoldyoualready,let'sgotoEastLondonand

tellyourmom.Yourfamily"

Nqaba:"I'mtalkingaboutus"

Me:"haikeIdon'tknow,Ijustwishtherewasawayto

unpregnantmyself"

Nqaba:"youdon'tmeanthat"

Me:"youhavenoidea"

Hekeptquiet

HisphonewasringingokobutIguessthisfound

priorityinhimcozhedidn'tevenattempttoanswer

it.

Nqaba:"maybeiseyishockleithethayosoI'llgive

yousometimeonyourownndikhabendipakisha"

Me:"tellyourbrotherwe'releavinginthreehours"

Hewalkedafewstepsandstopped...



Nqaba:"abortionisnotonthecardskekuyoyonke

lontouyicingayo"

Isatdownanddrankmysmoothie,Idon'tknowwhy

butthoughIfeltabitlighternowthatI'vespoken

out,ndivelenjendaemotionalIfoundmyselfcrying.I

criedndandeandamvaumntuengenaendlini

Ntando:"Luthandowhyareyoucrying?Hey,hey"?

Ilookedup,cleaningmyface.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?Howdidyouevenget

in"?

Ntando:"yourhusbandopenedforme"

Icleanedmyselfthendrankmysmoothieinsilence.



Ntando:"Whywereyoucrying"?

Me:"bendiphungulaitanklam"

Hesmiled

Me:"please,makeyourselfathome.I'msurethere's

foodinthefridge"

Ntando:"you'renotgettingridofmethateasily"

Me:"Iseeyou'reallpacked"

Ntando:"that'swhathappenswhenyouchooseto

ordergrownmenaround"

Me:"learntfromthebest"

Ntando:"noI'mthebest,he'sjustarookie"

Me:"hedoesn'tblowhisowntrumpet"

Ntando:"becauseheactshumble"

Me:"andyou'rearrogant"



Ntando:"andyou'rebeautiful,andbitter"

Me:"ndigaleleiswekileI'msureI'llbejustfine"

Ntando:"you'refunny,sounlikeyou"

Hisbrotherwalkedinandlookedatthetissueson

thetable,ndazithathandaphakama

Nqaba:"ubutyile"?

Ntando:"ndonqeneuMrsotherwiseIwould'veraided

yourfridgetheminuteIwalkedin"

Me:"you'relying"

Nqaba:"zenzeleukutyake"

Thenhewalkedbackoutwithoutsayinganother

word.

Ntando:"what'swithhim?Ingathiumtyiseiilemons?

Me:"ubanjexaekhumbulaumamakhe"



Ntando:"indodakhoyimommasboy"

Nqaba:"Iheardthat"

Ntando:"besingakuhlebi"

Nqaba:"butyouwaitedformetoleave"

Ntando:"tyhini,haykhasiyekeBeastwethu.

Remembertopackirhwatyityiifiseyintoekhoyoleyo

thewayonochukungayoinobaunerhwabhayi

emqolo"

Icouldn'treachnalomgqomobendisiyakuwo

ndadubulaintsini thisguyis

hilarious!

Ntando:"Luthando"

Me:"omphi"?

Nqaba:"I'msurelounguwe"

Ntando:"uselapha?Mnk,khawuyogqibezela

upakishaandizomenzantoumfaziwethu"



Me:"ibingathiungandenzantoni"?

Ntando:"ndaziphi?Sisukesanesecuritynje"

Nqaba:"mxm"

Hepouredhimselfmyleftoversmoothieandwalked

backtotheroomupstairs.

Ntando:"Luthando"

Me:"Ntando"

Ntando:"okwanamhlanjeI'maguesthere,ndcela

uphathwanjaloke"

Me:"huh"?

Ntando:"khandenzeleukutya"

Me:"zenzeletyhini"

Ntando:"I'maguest,doyoutreatallyourguestslike

that"?

Me:"you'rewho'sguest"?

Ntando:"yours,utheumyeniwakhoyousenthimto



tellmekuyahanjwainthreehourssopractically,I'm

yourguest"

Me:"thankGodwe'reflyingtoEastLondon,Iwouldn't

survivearoadtripwithyou"

Idefrostedporkandsausage,forallthreeofus.

Ntando:"I'mtoocoolforyou,Iknowthat"

Me:"yougiveyourselfwaaaytoomuchcredit"

Ntando:"ndiyafakeyindlala...please,ibekhona

inyamaandlessofthosegreenleavesyoumakemy

brothereat"

Me:"thoseleavesarecalledsalad"

Ntando:"notmycupoftea"

Me:"Iunderstand"

TherewasfrozenchakalakasoImarinatedand

grilledthemeat,madepapthenaddedlachakalaka.



Hecametojoinmeinthekitchen,hisbrotherwalked

insihlekawavasalantoibinesmoothieinsilence

waphindawasishiya.IrealizedthatNtandowasn'tso

bad,hewasfunnyAFandhejustremindedmeof

Lwandiso.

Me:"youhaveafunnybone"

Ntando:"saysthepersonwho'sbeenlaughingkodwa

okomnandithule,iqumbilekeindodakhokuyoyonke

lonto"

Me:"gocheckonhim,thefoodisready.

Ntando:"Ishould"

Iwatchedhimgoupthestairsndaphaka.
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"Uthiumyeniwakhouthiawumfuniwena"



IturnedandlookedatGhost

Me:"huh"?

Ntando:"youheardme"

Me:"what'shisreason"?

Ntando:"hedidn'tsay"

Me:"ishecomingtoeat"?

Ntando:"Idoubt,hewantstoeatupstairs"

Me:"mmh,hereareyourplatesthen"

Ntando:"awumfuninyhanike"?

Me:"Itoldyouubanjewhenhemisseshismom"

Herolledhiseyesandtookthetwoplatesinonetray

wanyuka.Iatealone ‍♀

IcalledNqaba,Iknowiphendulwenguyecozhis

brotherwasstillgoingupthestairs



Nqaba:"mh"?

Me:"uqumbile"?

Nqaba:"hm.mh"

Me:"thenwhyningazotyelaapha"?

Nqaba:"Ijustdon'twanttotalkrightnow,butungatya

noGhost"

Me:"okay"

Hehungup

Iatealoneyazandtookmytime,thenwhenIwas

doneeatingIwentuptotheroom,Mocalled

ndisenyukaiisteps

Me:"hello"

Mo:"I'vejustlandedmadam"

Me:"Okaythanks,we'recoming"

Mo:"sure"



Iwalkedintheroom thesetwowereon

theirbackslookingupandhavinganintimate

conversation.Bethethelaphantsi.Idoubttheyeven

heardmewalkin,ndakhendababuka

Ghost:"Youreallydoloveher"

Beast:"verymuch"

Ghost:"Thenwhydoyoulooksodefeated?Idon't

knowthissideofyou,you'venevergivenupsoeasily

onanything"?

Beast:"she'slostallfaithinus...doyouknowthe

thingsshesaidtomeearlier?Gqibaofikakwakho

shegoesonlikenothinghappened"

Ghost:"who'sus"?

Beast:"mnanayefondini"

Ghost:"kengokuwhyungazamitogainhertrust?We

havetounderstandthatthisain'teasyonhertoo"

Beast;"youthinkIhaven'ttried?Kuninindizamabruh"

Ghost:"ifyoureallydoloveherthenyouwon'tcount



forhowlongyou'vebeentrying"

Beast:"I'mnotcountingGhostmanI'mtryingtogive

youanidea"

Ghost:"wantmyadvice"?

Beast:"Idoubt"

Ghost:"I'llgiveyouanyway:womenloveattention.

Theywanttoknow,seeandfeelloved.Tellingher

alonedoesn'tcutit"

Beast:"awumaziuLuthandowena"

Ghost:"Iknowyou"

Iclearedmythroattheylookedup

Me:"Moiswaitingforus"

Theylookedateachother,Itookmyhandbagand

pulledoutthehandletomytravelingcase

ndabashiya.IcalledBullet...



Bullet:"Mrs"

Me:"ndcelauzeendlini"

Bullet:"Sho"

Thesetwocamedown...

Beast:"Canwetalk,aside"

Me:"mh"

Ifollowedhimtothestudyandclosedthedoor.

Beast:"howarewegonnadothis"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,butwehavetobeconsiderateon

herhealth"

Beast:"that'smybiggestfearandconcern"

Me:"we'llthinkofsomethingbabyman"



Wathula...

Iturnedtowalkout...

Beast:"Iloveyou"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"andthatbabyyou'recarrying"

Me:"I'mnotcarryingnobaby"

Beast:"awuzokhuphasisuaphaufanewasiphika"

Me:"it'snotababyyet,itsafoetus"

Beast:"Samedifference"

Iturnedtowalkout...

Me:"andifIampregnant,it'sdefinitelynotyours,so

chill"

Beast:"ngumntanamlowoLuthando"

Me:"okayLuthando,canwegonow"?



Helookedatmeshakinghishead,Iwalkedand

heardabuzzer.IopenedthegateforBulletthen

tookmythingsoutsidethefrontdoor.

Ghostfollowedwiththeluggagebabulisanano

BulletbancokolanjethenkwaphumauBeast.I

watchedBulletfreeze...

Foracoupleofsecondstherewassilence...

Me:"Gents,time"

BulletkeptlookingfromBeasttoGhost,Ghostto

Beastthenhelookedatmequizzically,Ijust

shruggedandloadedeverythingweboughtintothe

carngokubasamileyo.

Beast:"eweBulletnguGhost,nowcanwego"?



Ghost:"heneedshotwatertounfreezehim"

Bangenaemotwenibemshiyaemepha.Ifkuzovele

njekutshiwokanjalothatmeansiyaziwalento?Or

kubabezibrothersheoncetoldhim?

Afterasec,hegotinthedriversseatwaqhubain

silence.Hedrovestraighttotheairportwithout

beingtoldkuyiwakhona,Ithinkneshocknezibags

uvelewadibanisaandcametothatconclusion.

Me:"thankyou"

Bullet:"sure"

Theytookoutthebags,Ijusttookmyhandbag

ndabashiyaandheadedstraighttothePJ.Igot

in,greetedMothengotcomfortableanddrank

orangejuice nomorewineformefromnowon.I

tookoutmyphoneanddialedmakhulu



Her:"Kotiza"

Me:"molwenimakhulu,ninjani"?

Her:"siyaphilamntanam,ninjaninina"?

Me:"siyaphilanathi,bakuhleliawnjaniabantwana"

Her:"yhuuUvelilengoyise?OkoefunautatakheI

promisedtocallhimtonight"

Me:"there'snoneedmakhulusisendleleni"

Her:"senizobathatha"?

Me:"I'mafraidthere'ssomethingmorepressingthan

that,butdon'tworry,sizothethaxasilapho"

Her:"oohokay,Ihopeanilwangakenomyeniwakho"

Me:"haymamaitsnothinglikethat.Butuhm,ifyou

can,plscalltoomakazinoomalumeabakufuphi"

Her:"hayLuthandosundoyikisa,kwenzekantoni"?

Me:"akhontomamapleasejusttrytogettheclosest

familybeforewegetthere"

Her:"Nizobalaphawhattime"?



Me:"inabouttwohoursmax"

Her:"okay,usurenirightkodwa?"

Me:"I'mquitecertainmama"

Her:"okaykesis"

Ihungupandbreathed...Ineverknewkuhlanganwa

nezintoezinjenaemzinimna

"Youcalledher"

IliftedmyeyesandmetwithBeastseyes,well

somehowIknewitshim ‍♀forallwe

know,theycouldhaveexchangedclothespha

phandle .Ijustnod.

Hesatdownnexttome,hisbrotherwenttothe

cockpit

Beast:"uthini"?



Me:"Ijustaskedhertocallacoupleiffamily

membersthat'sall"

Beast:"I'msuresheaskedwhy"

Me:"shedid,butIdidn'ttellher"

Hekeptquiet,Idrankmyjuice.

Beast:"whatdoyouwantmetodo"?

Me:"about"?

Beast:"us"

Me:"hayandiyazi"

Beast:"Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore,justtellme

whatyouwantthenI'lldoit"

Ikeptquiet...

Ouremotionsweretotallyaheadofus,bothofus.

Thenwitheverythingthatwashappingcurrently

maybeitwasunderstandable.



Heliftedmychinup,Iavoidedlookingathim.He

camefirthandkissedme,Ijustgavehimmycheek

Beast:"wellI'mnotgivingup"

Me:"how'sthemorningsickness"?

Beast:"mxm,whyisitcalledamorningsicknessyet

itcarriesthroughtheentireday"?

Me:"theentireday"?

Beast:"iminiyonke"

Beast:"kutheniungenayokhonawena"?

Me:"that'sbecauseI'mnotpregnant,duh"

Beast:"Luthandoyiyekelentouyenzayo"

Me:"what"?

Beast:"denyingmybaby"



Me:"hewethu,forallweknowyoucouldhavebribed

thatwomantosayI'mpregnant.IknowI'mnot

pregnant"

Beast:"I'mnotgonnagiveyouthesatisfactionto

whatyoutrynado"

Me:"don'tyouwannajoinyourbrother"?

Beast:"no,Iwannasitherewithyoutwo"

Me:"there'sonlyonemekeapha"

Beast:"right"

Throughouttheentireflightwesatsobabiniin

silence,justleaningoneachother,Ilatergotafoot

rub.Thenwhenwelanded,hisdriverswerealready

waiting.Justthen,Lwandisocalled

Me:"sthandwasentliziyoyam"

Isawboththesemengivingmefunnylooks



Soso:"yhuuuandisakukhumbuli"

Me:"ukhunjulwandim,howareyoubabe"?

Soso:"I'mgreatmylove,you"?

Me:"I'mgreatnowthatyoucalled,towhatdoIowe

thispleasure"?

Soso:"ApparentlyuncleSosocouldbecominghome

prettysoon"

Me:"areyouserious?Why,whathappened"?

Soso:"there'sanewcompanyopeninginJo'burg

nextyear,I'vesentmyresumesothey'vescheduled

foranfollow-upinterviewnextweek"

Me:"soyou'regonnaflytoSAjustforaninterview?

WhateverhappenedtoSkype"?

Soso:"I'msureawumvangaufollow-upkule

sentence"

Me:"hahahafokof!Dude,youwilltellmexaulapha

mos,wesuredoneedamoment"

Soso:"Iwilldefinitely,pityLukasain'tthere,Imiss

thatoutjie"



Me:"heeedidyoujustcallmybrotheraoutjie"?

Waphelayintsini,Ichimedin.

Soso:"uphiutaBeast"?

Me:"he'srighthere,allgrumpyandugly"

HubbylookedatmeI'msurebynowheknewIwas

talkingwithLwandiso,hisbrotherwassooo

confused

Soso:"KhambuliseIwannahearhisgrumpy

response"

Me:"tatakheuyabulisaubheyibhi"

Beast:"tellhimI'mgonnacallhimjustnow"

Soso:"hayIdon'twannabecalledbyhim"

Me:"uthiakafuniufounelwanguwe"

Beast:"azangayibambikaloku"



Soso:"yhuIwonder"

Ijustlaughed

Beast:"Andyoushouldcutyourcall,we'rehome"

Me:"uyamvakebabebaugrumpy"?

Soso:"nihomenivelaphi"?

Me:"SivelaeBhayisiseMonti,letmegongoku.I'll

callyoungomso"

Soso:"nocallmexaufikakwiyoungkings"

Me:"I'lltry"

Soso:"alrightsure"

Wehungup

Me:"alrightboys,let'sdothis"

Ghost:"what'syourstrategymadam"?



Me:"welltheonlythingthatmakessenseisifIgoin

withmyhusbandlikewe'dnormallydo,you'llbeleft

inthecar...Thenwe'lltakeitfromthere"

Beastbreathedout...

Ghost:"oh-kay...nowwho'sthisothermanyouwere

talkingwith"?

Me:"hisnameisNOYB"

Ghost:"huh"?

Beast:"itmeansNoneOfYourBusiness"

Wellhesaidit!
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Wegotout,thekidswerehomesigilanenabo

emnyangoandfortunatelythecarhadprettydark



tintedwindowsandweaskedGhosttolockhimself

inthere.

Wegotinsideandtheloungewasfull,aftergreetingI

wenttothekidsbedroomandchangedthe

tracksuitsforadressanddoek.Mymotherin-law

doesn'treallymind,butnowwehadhalfthefamily

hereandIhavetobearealmakoti.

Xandizophuma,Nqabawalkedinandclosedthedoor.

Him:"babyumakhuluisnervousshe'saskingmea

lotofquestions"

Me:"...soooyouwannabackout"?

Him:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"wellwe'regoingthroughwiththis,asinojika

sesilapha"

Hesighedandwalkedtothewindow



Him:"Idon'tthinkshe'sstrongenough"

Me:"neverunderestimatethepowerofapraying

woman"

Him:"babeth-"

Iwalkeduptohim,standingonmytoesandkissed

him.Iwasalsonervousbuthey,wecan'tkeepthisa

secretforever.Hesnakedhisarmsaroundmywaist

andpulledmein,thisiswhathe'sbeentryingtodo

allday.Guessheshouldthankhisluckystars....

Ipulledbackandwipedoffthelipstickonhislips

Me:"we'lldealwiththeconsequencestogether,okay"?

Him:"yousure"?

Me:"positive,Ionlywantustoliveanormallifeagain.

Maybenowthatthissecretisout,akhontoingenye

ondifihlelayonathenwecanmoveonfromthis"

Him:"ayikhoIpromise"



Me:"thankyou,nowlet'sgofaceourbiggestfear"

Hekissedmeagainthenwewenttothelounge,Isat

downnefam...

Noxy:"Luthandouthiusisiyouhavesomethingtotell

us"

Malume:"uyawenzeniNtando"?

Me:"akenzangantomalume"

Mama:"thenkwenzekantoniLuthando"?

Me:"weuhm...Wehavealittlesomethingtotellyou"

IlookedatNqaba...

Hebreathedandtoldthestoryfromscratch,kwavela

kwathicwakaendlini.Icouldtelltheydidn'tbelieve

us...

Noxy:"haibosisi,umntuakazazinaxaebelekeama



wele"?

Cwakasanaumama...

Malume:"Ntandoareyousurengalentouyithethayo"?

Mama:"whereishenow"?

Me:"outside"

Noxy:"mbizeni"

Me:"mamathiscouldbetoomuchforyou..."

Mama:"Mbizeni"

Igotupandwenttothecar,hecameoutsweating

AF

Ghost:"what'stakingsolong"?

Me:"theywannaseeyou"

Ghost:"unjaniumama:"?



Me:"eyandikhosurebutwe'reheresowemightas

wellgetitoveranddonewith"

Hewalkedbehindmendangenamnaelounge...

Me:"uhm,he'shere"

Wonkumntuwabheka,hewalkedin

Mama:"Yhuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu"

Noxy:"Yhuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu"

Kwavelakwathinkxwweezizikhaloendlini,Icouldn't

handleitmyself.Isawmyselfcryingtoothenina

secondIheardthekidsdooropen,Iturnedaway

ndabashiyaoomamanoonyanababoandwentto

thekidsroomndagilananabobephuma.



Owe:"mamautheniumakhulu"?

Sino:"bakhalelanimama?Whatisgoingon"?

Me:"erh...canyouguysgobacktoyourroom?

Please"

Theywalkedbackin,Ifollowedandclosedthedoor.I

wenttothebathroomandcleanedmyselfupthenI

returnedtothekids...

Uba:"mamamUbamissyou"

Uve:"Uvemissyounammamam"

Me:"Imissedallofyou"

Sino:"sizoyohlalaninithinaeBhayimama"?

Me:"xanizongenaehighschool"

Owe:"whywereyoucryingmama"?

Sino:"itsgrownupstuffOwe"

Owe:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou"



Itookamomenttothinkthisthrough,thenIdecided

totellthemmyself.Justthattheyreadytheirminds

andheartsngalentoyootataababiniwholook

exactlythesame...

Me:"there'suhm,somethingIneedtotellyouguys"

Owe:"okay"

Me:"Youknowyourdadlovesallofyou,right"?

Thenod,includingtheyoungkings.

Me:"hehasatwinbrother,wholooksexactlylike

him"

Sino:"atwin?LikeUbaandUve"?

Me:"yes"

Owe:"uphi?Wheredoeshelive"?

Me:"he'sdownstairswiththefamily,Ithinkhe'lllive

withusforawhile.I'mnotsure"



Sino:"wheredidhelivebefore?Howcomewenever

methim"?

Me:"helivedacrosstheboarders,inanothercountry"

Owe:"why"?

Me:"Idon'tknowmntanam"

Sino:"canwegoseehim"?

Me:"youwill,butfornowlet'sjustwaitforthemto

callus"

Westayedinthatroomforfourtofivehours,badlala

badebalalaabantwana.AsIwasdriftingoffnam,i

feltunfamiliarcrampsinmystomach.BeinganAUB

surviverandbeingpregnantatthesametime,you

don'tignoreeventhesmallestirregularity.Idialed

theguywhofetchedusfromtheairporttocome

fetchme,Itookmyhandbag,packedaPJandgown

neslippersandwalkedoutofthehouseabantu

abaseloungeweresocaughtupinallofthisthey

didn'tevennotice.IaskedtheguytotakemetoLife

hospital,Iwasdirectedtoawaitingwardthena



gynaeattendedtome.Himbeingunfamiliarwithmy

conditionheresortedtoadmittingmeandilalisefor

evaluationduringthenight.

Pastseven,Idecidedtocallmyhusband.Iknewhe'll

beshockedandupsetthatIleftwithouttelling

him,thathewarnedmethiswouldhappen

andamamelabutIhadtotellhimanyway.

Beast:"bendizazokunibizababe,Youcanbringthe

kidsdown,we'redonehere"

Me:"heyuhm...Andikholapho"

Beast:"huh"?

Me:"pleaseleavethelounge,gotothekitchen"

Afterafewseconds...

Beast:"whatdoyoumeanawukholaphamamakhe"?



Me:"promiseyouwon'treactorfreakoutonme"

Beast:"Luu"

Me:"promise"

Beast:"okayfineIpromise"

Me:"I'vebeenadmittedesibhedleleandrelax,its

nothingm-"

Beast:"you'vebeenadmitted?AndImustrelax?

Whichhospitalisthat"?

Me:"Lifeleilaphaetown"

Beast:"okay"

Me:"youdon-,hello?Baby"?

Hemusthavehungup,wellIknewhe'sprobablyon

hiswayoverheresoIwaitedpatiently.

"She'sprobablyasleepMrNtabeni,can'tyoucomein

themorning"?



Isatup,hewouldn'tlistentothedoctorworse

engayazindizenjaniapha,whathappenedandhow

seriousitis.

Beast:"hey,kuthwaulele"

Me:"hey,you'rehere"

Doc:"I'llleaveyoutoitthen"

Ucimbaukhewamphendula?Hecametothe

bedsideandkissedmyforeheadhisotherhand

touchingmystomach

Me:"heyI'mfine,geezrelax"

Beast:"youscaredmefondini"

Ijustsmiled,hewascute

Beast:"whathappened?Whendidyougo"?



Me:"IfeltsomepainsandcrampssoIcalledyour

driver,takingintoconsiderationwhatyourdoctor

saidinPE"

Beast:"whydidn'tyoucallmendikuzise?Doyou

realisehowriskythisis"?

Me:"you'reoverreactingkengoku,Ididn'twanna

disturbyouguys"

Beast:"whenitcomestomybabyLuthandothere's

nooverreacting"

Me:"whichbaby"?

Beast:"bothofyou"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"soyoudoacknowledgethefactthatyou're

pregnant"?

Me:"duh"

Hechuckledandpinchedmycheek,Ialmost

squirmed



Me:"Ijustenjoyedseeingtheuncertaintyinyour

eyes,especiallywhenIboldlytoldyouitain'tyours"

Beast:"babeuzandibulalangentliziyowena''

Me:"aarghpuhleez,you'vesurvivedbulletsandcar

accidentsyourentirelife.Awunobulalwayintliziyo"

Hejustsmiled

Me:"so,howdiditgo"?

Beast:"itwashectic...But,wewon'ttalkaboutthat

rightnow"

Me:"there'snoneedtotalkaboutanything,gohome.

Ineedtorest"

Beast:"andleaveyouhere"?

Me:"hehhaibo,doyouhaveabedhere"?

Beast:"I'llsleeponthischairfondini"

Me:"pleasegohome,yourmomwillbeworried"

Beast:"Iwanttobeherewhenthedoctorcomesin



ksasa,I'llcallumakhulundimxelelebandiphi"

‍♀mnkq.

Iwatchedhimcallhismother,bathethathenhegave

methephone.

Me:"mama"

Her:"uzivanjanisisi"?

Me:"ndirightmnamama"

Her:"we'llcomeseeyouinthemorningmntanam"

Me:"Ithinkndizophumaksasakodwamama

ningavuki,akhontoingamandlanoko"

Her:"umyeniwakho-"

Me:"akafunugoduka,anganiqhathiandenzeumntu

ogulayo"

Her:"okay,ifubetheuninewakusasaningekafikithen

siyezake"

Me:"okaymama,goodnight"



Her:"goodnightmntanam"

Ihungupandlookedathim

‍♀

Beast:"bhekela,thisbedisbigenoughforbothofus"

‍♀ е♀

Really?

[10/11,19:34]‪+27730692704‬:#442

"MrsNtabeni,I'mafraidIhavebadnewsforyou"

Isatup,myhusbandwaswideawakerightnextto

me.

Him:"Whatdoyoumeanyouhavebadnews"?

Dr:"Yourhighbloodpressureandyourstresslevels

aretoohigh,youcannotgohometoday"



Ididn'tevenwanttolookatNqaba,ebetshiloba

masingaziaphaandIinsisted .

Him:"howhigharewetalkingabout"?

Dr:"Toohigh,ifwereleasehertodaywemightbe

endangeringthebaby"

Ifelthimlookatme,everkwabakhointowhenI'm

pregnanthenceIdon'tgetexcitedoveritthoughthis

timearoundIinflictedmyself.

Dr:"I'llbebackwithyourprescriptionandmedication

fornow"

Ididn'tanswerhim,Ijustwantedtobeleftalonefora

moment.Oncethedoctorhadleft,Ifeltmy

husband'shandonminezavelazehlaiinyembezi

Him:"pleasedon'tcry,you'reonlymakingthe



situationworse"

Icriedforacoupleofminutesandheallowedme

thenIcleanedmyselfupandbreathed...

Him:"atleastitsjuststressandsiunderstandable

underthecircumstances,I'mjustgladayoAUB"

Me:"youuhm...Youshouldgo.Yourmomwillbe

worried"

Him:"Luthando"

Me:"pleasetorho,gohome.Undiphathelechanging

clothesandrealfood"

Him:"IcancallumamaorGhostxabesizabezenazo

ezizintouzifunayo"

Me:"umamaisnotfineNqaba,Idon'twantherto

comehere"

Him:"umamaurightmanLuthando,ufunanjeindlela

yokundigxothawenangoku"

Me:"wouldyoubefineafterfindingoutyouactually



gavebirthtotwins?Wholaterfoundeachotherthen

batshintshiselanangobomirightunderyournose

andyoudidn'tnoticeathing?Cummonman,Iknow

she'sastrongwomanbutrightnow,she'snotokay.

Sheneedstoseeadoctorbeforeaphathwe

yintliziyo"

Wathula...

Itookaglassofwaterndasela

Him:"okay,ndiyakuva"

Me:"enkosi"

Him:"nowlookatme"

Iturnedandfacedhim,hecuppedmyfaceintohis

handsandlookeddeepintomyeyes

Him:"you'vegottatakeiteasyokay?Iknowakukho

lulabutyouhavetothinkforlomntwanangoku"



Me:"mh"

Him:"thisbabyisablessingtoallofus,youarea

blessingtomylife...Idon'twanttolooseanyofyou"

Me:"pleasedon'tdothat"

Him:"dowhat"?

Me:"goingallsentimentalonme"

Hesmiledandkissedmylips,thenhisphonerang...

Him:"Ranger"?

Iwenttothebathroomndabuyasemengenyawobut

stilltalkinginthephone,whenIwalkedinhestopped

talking

Him:"babyuthendikuphathelentonikanene"?

Me:"foodandclothes"

Him:"okayI'llberightback"



Me:"hm"

Heactuallyranout,Isatonmybedandwentthrough

myphonegoingthroughourpicturesand

videos...foundmyselflaughingatsuchsilly

momentsthatwehadasafamily.

"Youlooktoohappytobesick"

Ilookedup...

Me:"ubekwayintoniapha"?

Lisa:"IcametocheckonafriendthenIbumpedinto

yourhusbandintheparkinglot"

Me:"oh''

Shewalkedinandsatonthechairnexttomybed,I

justwatchedherinsilence.



Lisa:"unjani"?

Me:"I'mgood,you"?

Lisa:"can'tcomplain...sowhatgotyouinhere"?

Me:"that'spersonal...don'tyouthink"?

Lisa:"yeah,Iguess"

Cwakakengoku...

Lisa:"lookSibo,Iknowwe'renotthebestoffriends

andmaybeweneverwillbe,butcanwestartoveron

thesisterlyrelationship"?

Nowthiswasapositiveapproach...

Lisa:"Igrewupsurroundedbymen,andI'vealways

beentheprincessinmyfather'seyeseveninhis

absence,ufikakwakhointoourlivesultimately



changedthat.Yaworsekengokubecauseyouwere

datingmyex,thefatherofmyfirstchild.Umntana

wamtrustedyouasifyou'rehermother,ontheother

handNtandoliterallyworshipsthegroundyouwalk

on,somethinghe'sneverdonekumthroughoutour

datingperiod...soinitiallyIfeltlikeyouwerejustout

totakeeverythingIhadinlife"

Ontopofeverythingthatwashappeninginmylife

thatverymoment,thishadtobeadded?Really?

Lisa:"Iknowitcouldn'thavebeendeliberatebecause

youprobablyhadnocluebutthat'sjusthowIfeel

andsinceI'dlikeustostartonacleanslate,Ithink

honestyisdefinitelythefirststep"

Ijustkeptquietmna...

Lisa:"Igottabehonestwithyou,ayindonwabisi

indlelaizintoeziyiyobetweenus.IdogetthatIcan't



forceyoutoacceptusorutatabutI'mjusttakinga

gamble"

Yazithiswasemotionalforme,I'vealwayshadmy

prideandIknewthatIdidn'towethemanysortof

relationshipconsideringhowIwasconceivedand

howtheytreatedmymarriagebutwhensomeone

justbecomesbrutallyhonestazibhenceintliziyo

yakhejustforustobeonspeakingterms?Ifeltshe

wasbeinghonestliketotallyhonestwithme,maybe

shethoughtndigulelaukufa I'vealwayshad

EveandKeriassistersbuthavingarealrelationship

withmy"blood"sisterwasn'tsofarfetched.Itwould

beniceactually.

Me:"myonlyproblemwithyouisthatyou'rea

schemer,I'vecometonoticethataboutyouso

becauseofthatitshardformetrustyou.Even

now,I'mweighingwhatyou'resaying"

Lisa:"I'mjustbeinghonestwithyou"

Me:"that'swhatyousay,buthowdoIknowyou



won'tcomebackwithyourtricks?Justlikeyoudid

lasttimewasukewafunasiadopteuSinongenkani"?

Lisa:"henceIproposewestartover...please"

Me:"Mmkay"

Sheextendedahandforahandshake,Igotuptohug

her.Idon'tknowwhy...butweshedatearortwoin

thatshortspace.

"amIdisturbing"?

IretractedfromthehugthinkingitcouldbeNqaba

butthevoiceiswhatsurprisedmemoreandthen

myeyessawLwandiso,myheartimmediately

melted.IleftAnelisainaflashandranintoSoso's

openarms,Ithinkthat'swhereIreallyfelt

comfortablecryingmyheartout.Hedidn'tsaya

word...

ButheallowedmeuntilIcalmeddownthenwewent

tositonmybedwhereIcleanedmyselfup



Me:"whendidyougetback"?

Soso:"Ijustlanded..."

Helookedstressed Iknewndizofakwaimibuzo

ey'twenty'leventeentheminuteAnelisaleavesus

aloneinthatward.

Me:"Ithoughtyou'reonlycomingbacklateron...how

didyouevenknowI'mhere"?

Soso:"WhatsApplocationfoundyou"

Ikeptquietforaminute...IswearIsensedsome

tensioninhere.

Me:"thisisuhm-"

Soso:"Anelisa,weknoweachother"

Lisa:"yeahuhm,letmeleaveyouguys.I'llcallyou"



Me:"sure...thanksforstoppingby"

Shesmiledandwalkedout.

Soso:"howareyoufeeling?Kutheniulapha?What

areyouevendoinginEastLondon"?

Me:"Imissedyouyaz"

Soso:"areyoudodgingmyquestion"?

Me:"youmeanquestions...I'mfinemanmntase,Ijust

slepthereforevaluation"

Soso:"ubufunantoniaphainthefirstplace"?

Me:"kuthwaIhavehighbloodpressureandstress"

Soso:"SotherearenogoodhospitalsinPE?PhofI'm

busysweatingkodwayouhaven'tansweredmylast

question"

Justthen,NtandoandNqabawalkedin...Ikeptquiet,

Sosolookedup,thenbackatme



Me:"that'sthereasonwhyI'minEastLondon"

Foronce!

OnceinhislifetimeLwandisoTituswascutthroat

Beast:"Titus"

CwakauSoso .
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Hecametokissmychick,hisbrotherhuggedme

andsatontheothersideofthebedleavingmyreal

husbandnospace...

Hepulledthechairandsatbetweenmylegs

Beast:"haiboTitusndiyasaluta"



LwandisoTituslookedatBeast,thenatGhost...and

then Isawhimrubbinghiseyes.

Ghost:"thinkyoushouldpourhimsomecoldwater"

Me:"uyamthandaumntuofreezileyo"

Ghost:"haylookathim"

Beast:"givehimamoment,I'msurehethinkshe's

seeingdouble"

Ghost:"orGhost"

Beast:"babyIgotallthethingsyourequested"

Me:"thanks,Ineedfoodfirst"

ItookouthomecookedmealinaTupperwareand

smiledatthehomelyaromathefoodbroughtinto

thiswardthatreallysmeltofBCo

Me:"whocookedthis"?



Beast:"yourm-"

Heswallowedanythingelsehewasabouttosayand

wentstraighttothebathroom.

Ghost:"yourmotherin-law"

Me:"smellsdelishsana"

Ghost:"she'sreallyworriedab-"

Soso:"Teewhat'sgoingonhere"?

Ghost:"hallelujah!He'scomebacktolife"

Soso:"Idon'tmeantoberudebutIwasn'ttalkingto

you"

Ghost:"andheactuallytalks,thankyouJesus"

Nqabacameback,Icouldtellhewasfedupyile

morningsicknessingapheliyo Iactuallyprayed

ipheleonlyafterI'vegivenbirth .



Soso:"taBeast"

Both:"Titus"

Ndothukamnakuqalandavelandaphelayintsini

Soso:"hayiniman.Hayinibraz"

Icouldseethefrustrationinhiseyes...

Me:"babemeettaGhost,he'staBeast'slonglost

twin"

Soso:"soI'mactuallynotseeingdouble"?

Ghost:"no,butIthinkyou'reseeingghosts...don'tyou

think"?

Me:"don'tmindhim,he'sjustteasingyou"

Soso:"areyousurehe'snoclone?Howdoyoueven

differentiatebetweenthem"?



Me:"howlongwillyoubehere"?

Soso:"Iwashopingtospendacoupleofweeksat

yourcrib,wellIthoughtyou'reinPE"

Me:"ophumakwamaphasizohamba,I'msurethey

stillhavealotofcatchinguptodowithumama"

Ghost:"wedidthatlastnight"

Me:"thenyou'lldomoreofitoncewe'regone"

Ghost:"who'sthe'we'you'rereferringto"?

Me:"SosoandI"

Hestaredatmewithoutblinking,yakhweletalechap.

Itmustbeabloodthing ‍♀

Me:"youandyourbrotherneedtimewithyour

motherandchildren,IneedtimewithSososo..."

Iknewhewantedtosaysomethingbutsincehe

noticedthathisbrotherwasn'tsayingmuchabout



Sosohedecidedtokeepittohimself.Theylaterleft

whenthedoctorcametoevaluatemyconditionthen

askedthemtoleavemetorest.

#Libhongo

Itookamomenttolookatmylife,notsolongagoI

hadgivenuponlifeafterIhadbuiltmytrustontoa

manwhoneverreallylovedme.Thebetrayalfrom

himwasmorepainfulthanthatofthe"friend"Ireally

thoughtwasmyfriend.IwasdogratefulthatTrina

trustedmewithherbusiness,toleavemeforsolong

tohandleherfinanceswithoutsecond-guessingme

orthinkingImightstealfromher,thatwastrust.

SomethingIhadlostwhenmyworldcame

crumblingdownafterfindingoutthatmylong-term

boyfriendactuallyfatheredmybestfriendschild

Nathi:"Liboumadamubuyanini"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,leaveamessageI'llpassiton"



Nathi:"ha.andfunayena"

Me:"uyakumlindakenobaubuyenini"

IknewthatNathiwantedajobforhissister,he

workedatthecafédownstairs.MaybehethoughtI'd

sabotageherchances,that'showblackminds

operate ‍♀butthenagain,therewerenojob

openingsyet.OnthedayMrsNtabenileftforEast

Londonshewassupposedtoattendabusiness

summitinJo'burgthefollowingday....

SoIcalledhertoconfirmherthatshe'sattendingso

thatIcouldsecureherseatatthevenue

Her:"Libo"?

Me:"Ma'amunjani"?

Her:"I'mgoodsisiunjani?Iseverythingokay"?

Me:"everythingisfineIjustwantedtoconfirmba

usayamoskwibusinesssummitngomso"?

Her:"businesssummit?Ngom-ohshit!Itotally



forgot"!

Me:"wellifusayaIcanconfirmandsecureyourseat

rightnow"

Her:"I'monmywaytoEastLondonrightnow,Ihavea

familymattertoattendto"

Me:"oh,iseverythingokay"?

Her:"yes...butthisisaonedaythingmos"

Me:"yesma'am"

Her:"youdon'twanttogoonmybehalf"?

Me:"well...Ihaven'tbookedanyflightsandI'mnot

reallyfamiliarwithsuchthings"

Her:"Mowilltakeyou,youjusthavetobringa

notepadandpenincludingourbusinesscardsthat's

all"

Me:"soyoutrustme,togorepresentyouandyour

entirebrandamongthebestbusinesswomenin

Gauteng"?

Her:"honeyyouneedtotrustyourselfmoreoften,I'll

passyourcontactdetailstoMohe'llcallyou



immediatelyhelands"

Me:"yhookay...thanks.I'llforwardyoutheminutes"

Her:"pleasedothat"

#Sima

ThoughIwasyoung,Iknewevenbeforehegot

arrestedthatdadwasn'tasaint,thoughubhutino

Anelisaalwaysmadehimahero.

Evenafterstudyingabroad,findingworkinSAor

evenstartingabusinesswashard.Guessthat's

whathappenedwhenyouoweawell-known

businessman...Yougetblacklistedeverywhere.

Sam:"kodwauS'bongiledoesn'thaveaheartyazi

Sima"

Me:"ibifanbawenzanjaninamntakwethu"?

Sam:"shenevergaveusachance,shesidedwithta

Beastkodwasithiabantakwabo.Atleastkethe



benefitofdoubt,asimeleangasijikelingelahlobo"

Me:"understandonething,lomntuakasazi.Shehas

norelationshipwhatsoeverwithus"

Sam:"weareherbrothers,anduyamazinaweuta

Beastakahlalikwiladies.Uzophindaasikhangele

aphawhenlifehumblesher"

Me:"asmuchasIwanttounderstandandsidewith

youonthis,Ican't.WhentaBeastandtaGudda

madethedealconcerningusshewasn't

there,meaningakangenindawo.Hersidingwiththe

bigguyisonlylogical,sheknowshim.Wejust

pitchedwithherlonglostjailbirdofafather..."

Sam:"butstill"

Me:"Ijustwishwecouldhavearelationshipwith

her,assiblings.Notbecauseofanyulteriormotives"

Hissilencesaiditall,hewasn'tonebitinterested.
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Ilayonthathospitalbedtouchingmyflatbelly...

Me:"stillcan'tbelieveyou'reinthere,butnonetheless,

mommylovesyouokay...thoughyouhavetobea

boy.Please"

Ismiled,IknowSinowouldloveababysisterbutI

don'twantagirl.I'mokaywithherbeingtheonly

girl,Ijustwantedtobesurroundedbykingsmyentire

life.

Me:"ewemanbaby.Youmustbeayoungking,your

brotherUbawillprotectyou,Uvewillteaseyou,Owe

willteachyouhowtorideabikeandyoursisterSino

willbakegoodiesforyou.Onlyifyou'reaboy"

Ifinallygotachancetorelax maybethisiswhatI

reallyneeded.Timeawayfromtherestofthe

family,Ialwaysstressabouttheirwellbeingand

jeopardizemyowninthatprocess.



Me:"mommywilltakegoodcareofyou,Ipromise

youthat.Evenifdaddyain'talwaystherewith

us,mommyknowshisheartisalwayswithus"

ThoughIhopedthatNqabawouldletNtandohandle

alltheotherbusinesses,akheabeavailableatall

timesduringthispregnancy.Indeeditwasa

blessing,ablessingI'dcherishfortherestofmylife.

SometimesinthepastIhadtocallhimforhimto

knowwhatwashappening,reachinghimwasn't

alwaysaguaranteebutthatneverfrazzledusinany

way.Iknewhowmuchhewantedthekids,thoughI

didn'tunderstandwhy.Sincehealreadyhadtwo.

Me:"mommypromisestoprotectyoufromanyharm

nehbaby"

"Anddaddywillpamperyoueveninthatcocoonthey

callawomb"



Iliftedmyeyes...

Me:"whatareyoudoingheresolate"?

Hewalkedinwithabag,ndevaivumbalenyama

yegushaimmediately heputthebagonthe

lampstandnexttomybedandkissedmyforehead.I

satupstillwaitingformyanswer...

Him:"mamakhoutheIshouldbringyoufood"

Me:"mmh,that'snice.Thankyou"

Him:"makespace"

Me:"uh-uh,you'renotsleepinghereagain"

Him:"relax.I'mnot,I'lljustspendanhourwithyou

qha"

Me:"mmh"



Imadespaceforhim,hesupportedhisbackthenI

laymyownheadonhischest.

Me:"bathiniooUba"?

Him:"ndimshiyeelilaheheardI'mcomingtoseeyou

wayonxibaizihlangubutumakhulustoppedhim"

Me:"oohumntanam"

Him:"uthiniugqirha"?

Me:"mypressureisnormal,stresslevelsare

down,butIjusthappentohaveamassiveappetite"

Him:"Canyoualsotakethemorningsickness"?

Me:"unfortunatelyno,keepthatfortherestofthe

ninemonths"

Him:"butbabythisistoomuch,Ican'tevensitina

businessmeetingforanhourwithoutpuking''

Me:"great,you'llbeahousehusbandkalok"

Him:"youmusthavereachedtongolandalready"



Ididn'targue.

Him:"aren'tyougonnaeat"?

Me:"Uzandityela,I'lleatwhenyou'regone"

Him:"haibobaby"

Me:"haytyhini"

Him:"izonqumalanyama"

Me:"I'llgotothekitchen,ikhonaimicrowavephaya"

Him:"mmh"

Iwasn'treallyhungry,Ijustenjoyedthismomentand

IknewIwasveryclosetofallingasleep.

Him:"soyou'retalkingtoyourotherbaby"?

Me:"mh"

Him:"don'ttellmeulelealready"

Me:"mh"



Hemusthaveleftlateron,cozIwokeupatnight

alone.Phofndivuswayindlala.Iwokeup,wentto

brushmyteeththenIwenttothekitchentowarm

myfood.WhenIwasdoneIreturnedtotheward

ndatya...

Ithoughtofcallingmymotherin-law.Iknewshe'd

answernomatterthetimeIcall...

Mama:"ohmntanam,kutheniungalelanga"?

Me:"Ijustwokeupmama,unjanikodwa"?

Mama:"ndiyaphilawethuLuthando,unjaniwena"?

Me:"haymama,unjani"?

Cwaka...

Iknewit.Akasozeaberight,tu.



Me:"mama"

Mama:"Idon'tknowmntanam"

Me:"talktome"

Iheardsomeshufflinginthebackground

Me:"ma"?

Mama:"eyandiyazi...ewekumnandikodwa

ndinemibuzoemininziendingayaziyo

ndizoyiphendulwangubani"

Me:"mh"

Mama:"abantwanabaseconfusedyiyoyonke

lento,I'mstillinshockthatuDavidangandithathela

umntwanaiminyakaemingaka...Ayandiyaziman

Luthando.Andiyazi"

Me:"I'msorry"

Mama:"no,no,nosuxolisaawenzangantosisi"

Me:"actuallyIforcedthemtocometellyou,Iwas



scaredofthetruth.Thiswholethingwasjusttoo

overwhelmingIcouldn'thandleitonmyown"

Mama:"uncedileubanyanzele,kuyacaca

bendaw'yongenaengcwabenindisithiNtandoKu

Nqaba.Phofndingazinobakukhoomnye

ngaphandlekwalonandithimnandimkhulisile"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay

Mama:"kunzimanolalaI'vebeentryingtothinkback

towhenIgavebirth,howcomeIneverknewIgave

birthtotwins?Ndingumzalionjaniongazaziyoba

uthweleabantuababini?Frombirth,utyantoni

umntanawho'sbeenseparatedfromhismother?

Whatwashetoldngethubaekhulaeqalisaubonaba

akekhoaphaumamakhekwabaBantuakhuliswa

ngabo?AllthesethingsLuthandoarerunninga

marathoninmymind.Kunzimaubohlulaabantwana

endibazeleyo,ndizintloni.Ndiqalangaphitobuilda

newrelationshipwiththemnow?Xandisohlulwa

kubohlulabona,wheredoIbegin?Idon'tevenknow



ndikhuliseomphikubo"

Ifeltherheart,Ihadalumpinmythroat

intlunguyakhowastoomuchformetocarrybut

ndiziqalele.Umntuomdaladoesn'tjustcry

emntaneni,that'swhatIfeltkuye.Shewasn't

verbalizinghercrybutherheartwasbleeding

Mama:"ewengamadodaamadalabutkumingathi

kungonandibazalayo.Ifonlytheycouldunderstand

that"

Me:"tellthem,I'msurethey'llunderstandifyouneed

tospendmoretimewiththem"

Mama:"abekhongoku"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanabekhongoku"

Mama:"theywenttoattendtosomethingeKapabut

theysaidthey'dbebacktomorrow"

akholifekekulaKapa.YesNqabaain'tnosaint



butebesazipakishilenjethesepastfewmonths

tryingtofixourmarriagengokuuyeekapa?Akho

businessibithenikalokupha,bubugintsabodwa

Me:"IthinkngomsoI'llbedischarged,andizohlala

aphaeMonti.I'llreturntoPEbecauseof

business,but,I'lltalktothembashiyekenaweandthe

kidsforsometime"

Mama:"Idoubtyourhusbandwilllisten,kwangoku

bahambayookoegxinisisakulomntanaulaphabaif

anythinghappenstoyouoryou'redischargedbefore

bafikeamfounele"

Me:"ngubanilomntwanaulapho"?

Mama:"ukhonaumfananaobefikenabokeIforgot

hisname"

Me:"haibouSosoakagodukanga"?

Mama:"eweuLwandiso,utheukhumbulaooUvelile.

Balelikuyenangoku"

Me:"hayini!Lomntuuyafikaufikelakomnyumzi?



Kuzothwanikokwabo"?

Mama:"heeeandiyazi,wonkeumntanawalapha

ufuneulalakuye"

Me:"yhookay,I'llcallhimksasa"

Mama:"youshouldrestnow"

Me:"youtoomama,trytogetsomesleep"

Mama:"okaymntanam"

Wehungup

IwantedtocallmyhusbandandaskhimuphibutI

decidednotto.I'mnotsupposedtobestressing

myselfaboutanythingoranyone.

AftereatingIfellasleep,wokeupksasaandgot

discharged.Icalledacab,Iwasn'theavilypregnant

therewasnoneedtocallhomendizothathwa.I

rockedupinthefrontgatebeforenineamandcalled

Nqaba,justoutofinterest



Him:"baby"

Me:"heyuhm,whattimeareyoucomingtoday"?

Him:"ndiyaphumaaph'endlinirightnow"

Me:"okay"

Him:"wantmetobringyouanything"?

Me:"uhm,no"

Him:"sure,seeyouinabit"

Me:"sharp"

Hehungup,Iwaitedtoseethegateopenanditdid

open hisfacewashilarious.Heabruptly

stoppedthecarandgotoutleavingthedooropenI

walkedintotheyard

Him:"andthen"?

Me:"andthenIgotdischarged"

Him:"whydidn'tyoucallme?Oroneofthedrivers"?

Me:"Iwantedtotakeataxi,relax"



Iwalkedintothehouse,therewasSoso,Ntandoand

thetwins.

Me:"molweni,uphiumama"

Theyalllookedup,butremainedsilent.

Ilookedatthemquizzically,noreactionwhatsoever

untilNqabawalkedin

Him:"letmerunyouaba-"

Me:"uphiumamababy"?

Hejuststoodthereinsilence.
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Uba:"mamauyephiwena"?



Uve:"mamameImissyou"

Ismiledandwenttothem,Isatdownnexttouncle

SosoandtookbothmyYoungKings.Ikissedthem

both,IcouldfeelNtandogawkingatmesoIlooked

upandoureyesmet.Helookedaway.

Me:"guysuphiumakhulu"?

Uba:"uwambilenolalazi"

Me:"huh"?

Uve:"uwambileukhwelileimotoyatatam"

Ilookedattheirfather...

Beast:"sheuhm,shewenttothedoctorwithu

makaziNoxolo"

Me:"uthenieyekwaqgirha"?



Beast:"uthiakazivaright"

Me:"ohbutwhyningatsho?..whendidtheyleave"?

Beast:"beforeeight...awfunuvasa"?

Me:"I'mhungrykqala"

Soso:"gobathI'llmakeyoufood"

Me:"thanks...Lontondiyakufunake"

Soso:"awunantoikumnje"

Me:"hm"

Iwalkedupwithmysonsrightbehindtheir

father,whenwegottotheroomndakhulula.

Uba:"mamawillbathwithyou"

Me:"youhaven'tbathed"?

Uve:"bath'ilethinamamam"

Me:"thenyouwon'tjoinme"

Uba:"ha.anamamawillbathwithyou"



Uve:"HayiUba"

Me:"itsokayguys...yho"

Ndabakhululathenwewenttothebathroomandgot

inthebubblybath.

Beast:"uthiniugqirha"

Uba:"mamam"?

Me:"hm"?

Uba:"Ubanayetatamawutwo"

Me:"nyhani"?

Uba:"mbonileomnyutatam"?

Uve:"hayi,tatamlowa"

Uba:"tatakhouyioneUve,wamtatamuwutwo"

Uve:"tatamutatabaniwena"?

Beast:"tatakho"



Uve:"tatabaniyenalowa"

Beast:"tatakhonaye"

Uba:"xelele"

Theyarguedaboutwhichonewaswho'sdadamong

thetwothoughUbaactuallyclaimedbothofthese

dadstobehis.

Beast:"babe"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"whatdidthedoctorsay"?

Me:"uthindigrand,mandigoduke"

Beast:"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyoudidn'tcallme

tofetchyou"

Ididn'tanswerhim,Ijustplayedwithmysons.

Beast:"I'llgocheckonyourfood"



Me:"sure"

Heleft...

Me:"so,whathaveyoutwobeenupto"?

Uba:"sogodukathina"?

Me:"youwantto"?

Both:"e.e"

Me:"thenwe'regoing"

Uba:"neSoso"?

Me:"Ithinkso"

Theyexcitedlysplashedthewaterwiththeirhands.

Webathedthenndabakhuphakqala,wewenttomy

bedroom.Theyplayedonthebed,Isatontheedge

andcalledmymotherin-lawyakhalayodwa.Itried

threemoretimeswithnoavailndancamacozneka

Noxywasdoingthesamething



"I'msurethey'llcallwhenthey'redone"

Ilookedup,Soso.

Hewalkedinwithfood,Itiedthegownaroundmy

bodyandsatnexttothetrayoffoodhehadjust

walkedinwith.

Me:"soIseeyouspentthenight"

Soso:"yep"

Me:"whatdidyoutellyourfolks"?

Soso:"I'manadultTeemfethu,Idon'thavetoreport

mywhereabouts"

Me:"meaningawaziwabaulapha"

Soso:"andizangakuwekeapha"

Me:"oh,youhaveanothercousinIdon'tknowof"?

Soso:"Icametomyyoungkings,yhuwenanota



Ghost...sameWhatsAppgroup"

Me:"hahaha!Nikhenancokola"?

Soso:"he'stoomuch.Akhontoinengqondoephuma

kulamfo"

Me:"udibenenentangayakho"

Herolledhiseyesatmeasweate...somewherehe

stoppedandjustwatchedme.Icaughthim

sekukudala

Me:"hmwah"?

Soso:"areyoupregnant"?

Inarrowedmyeyesandlookedatmybelly ‍♀

nothingshowednje.

Soso:"I'veneverseenyoueatwithsuchpassion"

Me:"youcouldhavejusttoldmendiyaphanga"



Soso:"noundityelakamnandi"

Me:"yeahright"

Istoppedeatinganddrankmyjuice,theboyswere

busyplayingwithmyphone.Theirfatherwalkedin...

Beast:"you'reinmybedroomTitus"

Soso:"Ithoughtitsastudy"

‍♀

Hewalkedandstoodrightinfrontofmesomyface

leveledwithhisabs

Beast:"sikhonaesihlekanje?Withabed"?

Soso:"evenbetter,andwithacellar"

Iwasn'tgoingtogetinvolved,itstheirs.Andingeni

ndawomna.



Beast:"yourkidsarepostingpicturesonyour

Instagram"

Me:"soze...Ubagimmemyphone"

Uba:"okay"

ThenitwaslikeIdidn'tsayathing...

Me:"Ubabalo"

Uba:"okay"

Andhecontinuedwithwhathewasdoing

Sosoblurtedoutwahlekaencouragingthem,Nqaba

liftedupmychinusingafinger.Ilookedathimwith

puppyeyes

Hebentoverandkissedmeonthelips,Ismiled.He

didthatagain,Igiggled...Iknewndizothukwandithi



saanguweLwandisosoIstoppedhim.

Beast:"We'llbeoutforafewminutes,you'llbefine

withTitusherewithyou"

Me:"niyaphi"?

Beast:"out..."

Me:"that'snotananswer"

Beast:"khayekebabyman"

Me:"kalokwithyouafewminutescanbe

hours,days,weeks...shouldIgoon"?

Beast:"no"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"sotellmewhatyouneedbeforeIgo"

Me:"Ineedbraaiedmeat,lotsaporkwithsweetchilli

sauce,Icecream,pickledolivesandredwine"

Hefrowned...



Beast:"Redwhat"?

Me:"redwineleisweetbabypls"

Beast:"Haymamakhe"

Me:"cummon,I'lljusttakeoneglass.Please"

Igavehimpuppyeyeswithmybottomlipsticking

out.

Beast:"thatfaceain'tgonnaworkatalltoday,I'lljust

buyyougrapetiser"

Me:"mxmuyevha"?

Beast:"loveyoutoo,Titusawuyindawomos"

Soso:"uyandigxothaumonsterwifewakho"

Me:"ndikukhabekemnake"

Soso:"andshe'sthreateningme"

Beast:"I'msureyou'llbefine,so...whatcanIgetyou"?

Soso:"afileonthatsneakytwinofyours"

Me:"huh"?



Beast:"IwouldifIcould,butsurelyyoucandothaton

yourown"

Soso:"thengetmeabottleofHennessey"

Babylaughed,Iwasjustcurious

Me:"Awholebottle"?

Soso:"I'msurehecanaffordit"

Beast:"ayt,I'llsendoneoftheguystocomeback

withyourthings."

Me:"sonizobuyanini"?

Beast:"Probablyebusukubutwe'llfirstgocheckon

makhulu"

Me:"pleasedothat"

Beast:"yesma'am"

Me:"andpleasedocomebackhome"

Hechuckled,Ifeltlikeheknewtheywon'tbehome



tonightbuthedidn'twannatellmethetruth.

Ndamyeka.Hekissedmeoncemorethengrabbeda

blackleatherbagwaphuma

Soso:"WhydoIgetafeelingtheseniggasareoutfor

bloodnje"?

Me:"Idon'twannathinkaboutit"

Soso:"isthenewoneagangstatoo"?

Me:"Ithinkthat'showtheyactuallymet"

Soso:"heke!Khawsoleuyichazakeyonke"

‍♀

Iknewit.

Inarratedthestorybutmadeitshorter ,beforehe

couldaskquestions...hesaidheneededicecream

sogoodhimtogocheckdownstairs.MeanwhileI

grabbedagreyknitteddressndanxibaalongwith

slippersthenfixedmyhair...



Me:"Ubabalo"?

Iwenttocheckthem,theywereasleep,withmy

phoneonselfiemode.Icheckedwhattheirfather

wassayingandsawtwooftheirpicturesposted

there,Itookmyphonethenndabalalisakakuhle.

UncleSosoreturnedwithjustUltramel

Soso:"IcecreamiphelilekantikeIneedsomething

forthesenews"

Me:"drama,yetagain"

Soso:"somntaseumother'sloh,alltheseyears

akazazibashegavebirthtotwins?"

Me:"Utsho"

Soso:"youtrynatellmeyouneverknewyouwere

carryingtwins"?

Me:"actuallyIdidn't,Ifoundoutngalamini

ndiyobeleka.Ithappens,kuthwaliyazimelaelinye

iwele"



Soso:"uphiufathers?Whatdoeshedo"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysure,butIdothinkhe'sinCongo"

Soso:"shem"

Me:"Idon'tfeelsorryforhimonebit,he'sevil.

Umthathanjaniumntanakuninaelusana?Whatdo

youfeedhim"?

Soso:"wellhesuredidfeedhimsomething,he'sas

cockyastheycome"

Me:"actuallythatoneistheonewhogrewuphere"

Soso:"huh"?

Me:"utaBeastwakhoistheonewhogrewupwith

theirfather"

Soso:"sotheoldmanisagangstanodoubt"

Me:"andapparentlyhecoachedyouruncleBongz"

Soso:"Wha-okaywait,who'sthisoldman"?

Me:"SomeNqobimpiDavidGwa-"

Soso:"Gwala"

Me:"doyouknowhim"?



Soso:"that'smyfather'smentor"

Me:"uh-oh"

Soso:"holyfuck!Yourfatherin-lawisthebestish

thateverhappenedtotheworldofgangstas"

Okay...

Ihadnothingtosay,clearlyherespectedtheguy.

WellIhatedhim,nobaandimaziIhatedhimwith

passion.

[10/11,19:34]‪+27730692704‬:#446

#Liz

"EkisLiefvirjou,jyweetditenonstweeweetdaaris

nie'nmanindiewêrelddatwiljouliefdesoosek"

Ireadthroughthetextthreemoretimes,Icouldn't

believemyeyes.Afterilltreatingmelikehe

did,Marcushasthegutstotellmethathelovesme?

Whatdoesheknowaboutloveanyway?



Iturnedtotheothersideandwatchedapeacefully

sleepingVincent,he'sbroughtsomuchpeaceinto

mylife.SomethingIwasn'tfamiliarwith

"You'restarring"

Ialmostjumpedinshock,howdidheseemewithhis

eyesclosed?Heopenedthemandsmiled

Vince:"morningbeautiful"

Me:"beautifulmorning"

Vince:"whyareyousoshaken"?

Me:"youshockedme,Ithoughtyouwerestillasleep"

Vince:"mmmh,sorry.Areyougoingtoworktoday"?

Me:"Nouhm,Ihavetolookforakindergartenformy

son"

Vince:"I'dhelpyouifIcould..."



Me:"Iunderstandyouhavetobeinclass,andwork

afterwards"

Vince:"theselecturinggigspayalot.Itshardletting

themgo"

Me:"aslongasyou'resaving,Idon'tmind"

Hepulledmychinandwekissed.Igotouttomake

breakfast,hewenttoshower.Whenhewasdonewe

atetogetherthenIwenttoshower,afterthathe

drovemetomyflat.

Vince:"amIseeingyoutonight"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,we'lltalk"

Vince:"okay,hopefullywecandodinnerifyoucan't

sleepover"

Me:"mostcertainly"

Vince:"sharp"



Hepeckedmylipsanddroveoff,Iwalkedintothe

complexyardandspottedafamiliarcarbutI

brushedtheuneasyfeelingitgavemeaside.I

walkeduptwostaircasesandreachedmyflat,I

unlockedthedoorandwalkedin.Hungupkeythen

walkedtotheloungeandgottheshockofmylife...

Marc:"Lizzy,heyyou'rehome"

Me:"howdidyougetinhere"?

Marc:"ohI'mgreatbaby,thanksforasking.Howare

you?Youlookflushed.Areyouokay"?

Ilookedaround...nothingseemedoutoftheordinary.

Me:"whatdoyouwantMarcus"?

Marc:"Aglassofwater"

Ibreathed...



Hewaspurposelymakingmeangry,hewantedmeto

loosemycoolandsnap.

Iwenttothekitchen,tookaglassandsealedbottled

waterandgaveittohim.Hedrankhalfthebottle

watchingme,hiseyesundressingmeIfeltmypussy

squirming ‍♀ е♀soIsatdownand

crossedmylegs.

Me:"whatareyoudoinginmyflatMarcusSmith"?

Marc:"amInotallowedtopaymysexybabymomma

occasionalvisits"?

Me:"no"

Marc:"wellIdidn'tgetthememo"

Me:"nowthatyouknow,canyouexcuseme"?

Marc:"onthecontrary,no.Where'smyson?"

Me:"he'swithmyparents,andyouknowthat"

Marc:"Iwantedtomakesure,incaseVincentisbusy

playingdaddytohim"



Me:"whatVincedoesisnoneofyourconcern,Idon't

askyouaboutLindaorwhatyoudotogether.

Please,justgrowup"

Marc:"doyouknowhowwetyoulookwhenyou're

jealous"?

Me:"I'mnotjealous,don'tgetittwisted"

Marc:"ifyouweren't,youwouldn'thavementioned

Linda"

Igotup...

TimewasrunningoutandhewaschilledAF .

Me:"there'ssomewhereIhavetobe,pleasesee

yourselfout"

Hewatchedmewalktomyroom,Iundressedsothat

Icouldwearfreshclothes.Iworecleanunderwear,in

anattempttowearachiffonminijumpsuit...Isaw

himonthemirror,walkinginwithhandsinhis



pockets.Iquicklygrabbedthegownwhichwas

nearertomeandturnedtofacehim

Me:"Marcusneeman,nee!Losmyuitasseblief"

Marc:"ekstaannethier"

Me:"maarjy'sinmybedkamermos,watwoujouhê

nou"?

Marc:"Icameheretoseeyou"

Me:"andyousawme,nowgo.Asseblief"

Hewasslowlywalkingtowardsme,Iwasslowly

backingupagainstthewall.Ihadnowhereelse.

Marc:"I'llgoalright,onlyifyou'resureyouwantmeto

go"

Me:"watbetekenjynou?I'mtheoneaskingyouto

leave"

Marc:"Iknowthat,butareyousureyouwantmeto



leave"?

Hisonehandtouchedmywaist,hisfingerfromthe

freehandrandownmyarmsendchillsdownmy

spine.Amoanfailedmeasitescapedmyhalfopen

mouth .

Marc:"ekwilnouloop,asjysekerthat'swhatyou

want"

AsIwasstillfightingwithmybodyandstrugglingto

findtherightwords,hestuckhistonguedownmy

throatandIlostallcontrol.Firstly,hesmeltreally

good.Hiscolognealonemeltedthebutteraround

myheart,Ifoundmyselfpantingforhim.Hepinned

meagainstthewallandkissedmefordearlife...his

handautomaticallywenttomymoundwhichof

coursealsosoldmeoutbecauseIwascertainit

musthavebeendamp.Ifelttwofingersslidingin

andinvadingmyprivacy,Ibuckedatthesensation

thiswascausinginmybody.Withhistwofingers



in,histhumbontheclit...Ididn'tknowwhetherIwas

comingorgoing.Hewentevendeeper,hiskisses

aroundmyneckworseningthesituation,adeep

moanescapedmythroatasmuchasItriedto

sustainit.

Thenhestopped...

Marc:"asjysekerekmoetwaai.."?

Me:"jykannienouloopnie"

Marc:"butyousaidIshouldleave"

Me:"don'tyoudarefuckwithmeMarcus"

Marc:"theplanwastofuckyouanyway"

Ididn'tcare...

Iwantedhim,Iwasreadyforhim.IrippedhisT-shirt

off,histrousersfollowedthenwegotdownto

business.Rightthere,againstthatwall.Atsome

pointImusthavepulledonthecurtaintoohard,that

itgaveawayandfellonthefloor.Wefolloweditand



sweminapooloflustformorethanthirtyminutes.

Hethenpickedusupandputmefirstonthe

bed,thenhewenttothebathroom.Iheardthe

shower...

Me:"...andIjustbecameabootycall.Great "

Ilayonmybackfeelingmypussylipswithmy

fingers,theywereabitswollen...itwasexpected

though ‍♀he'sabigguyandhecertainly

satisfiedeventheunseendepthsofawoman'sbody.

Hecameoutandstartedgettingdressed

Marc:"Ithoughtyouweregoingsomewhere"

Me:"Ineedamoment"

Hechuckled..

Marc:"thatmeansIshouldofferVincesomelessons



onhowtogiveittoyou"

Me:"don'tyoudare"

Marc:"clearlyhe'sstarvingyou,orhedon'tknowhow

touseit"

Me:"canyoujustgoalready"?

Hecameforwardbitinghisbottomlip

Marc:"thankyou,IpromiseIwon'ttellyourboyfriend"

Me:"byeMarcus"

Hekissedmycheekandleft...

Icoveredmyfacewithapillow ‍♀wassexthis

goodwhenwewerestilltogether?Thethoughtof

VincentfindingoutIcheatedonhimwithmyex

.Iclosedmyeyesforafewminutes...

ThenIwenttoshowerandhittheroad,Iwantedmy

sontostaywithmefulltimeupcomingyearsoIhad

tofindthebestkindergartenforhimnowand

registerhimASAPtokeephisplace.Aftergoing



aroundtoacoupleofinterestingkindergartensI

wenttotheShisaNyamatoseeifIcouldhavealittle

chatwithVince,guessIneededtoeasemyguilt.I

sawhimtalkingtoabeautifulXhosa/Zululooking

womansoIwalkeduptothemwithconfidence...

Me:"heybaby"

HeseemedabitsurprisedbutIgotapeckonthe

lipsthenIsmiledtothewomanwhowashaving

lunch

Me:"I'msorrytodisturbyouguys,doyoumindifI

stealhimforasec"?

Libo:"hiandnoLiz,Idon'tmindatall"

Inodandhookedmyarmonhisaswewalkedtohis

office.



Me:"she'sbeautiful"

Hedidn'trespondtothat...

Me:"whoisshe"?

Vince:"who"?

Me:"theladyyouwereserving,shedoesn'tlooklike

justaregularcustomer"

Vince:"oh,really"?

Me:"youguyswereabittoocomfortable,itslikeyou

knoweachother.And,Idon'tknowifIheardrightbut

Ithinkshedidsaymynametoo"

Vince:"shedid,that'sLibhongo"

Me:"Libhongo?AsinyourexLibo"?

Vince:"yep"

Me:"oh...IthoughtsheleftJo'burg"

Vince:"shehas,shesaysshecameonabusiness

meeting"



Me:"shehasabusinessofherown"?

Vince:"no,sheworksforTeesoshecameonher

behalf"

Me:"oh"

Idon'tknowwhy...

ButIwasabituncomfortablewiththembeingthat

comfortablewitheachother.Heevenknowsso

muchabouther orIwasjustbeingparanoid

becauseIjusthadsexwithmyex?
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HavingstayedtwoweeksinEastLondonjust

makingsureumamaisreallyfineandeatingher

hearttreatment(shewasdiagnosedofaminiheart

attack),Ithentookmysonsandreturnedhometo

PEleavingmakaziNoxyincharge.Sosovisitedhis

family,thenlaterhewenttoseehisgirlfriendin

CapeTown....



OkoabababemnkengokoandIwasn'ttakingtheir

calls,nomaninhisrightmindswouldleavehissick

motherandpregnantwifeforsomestupidbloody

mission.Iwasn'tabouttotalktoNqabaabout

prioritiesngoku,I'vedoneenoughofthat.Icalledsis

FatimaandIthankGodthatshewasavailable,I

boughtheraticketforherflightthenIwhenshe

arrived,Iwentbacktowork.Enteringthefourth

week,thesetworeturnedhome...WithNtandohaving

abulletwoundinhisribcage ‍♀

Igothomefromworkandsawabouteightblack

cars,IhadpriortoldsisFatsnottocookI'llbring

dinner...onlybecauseIcravedPizza,ngokuxandifika

endlinikugcwelekutheqhu!Iparkedmycarand

tookamomenttobreathandpreparemyselffor

what'sinside...Itookoutthetwoboxesofpizza

followedbymybagsndangena...

Ranger:"ah,nankumadam"



Uba:"mamam"

Hecamerunning,IgaveFatstheboxesandpicked

Ubabaloup

Uba:"khonatatamwoy'thu"

Me:"mmkay,howwasyourday"?

Uba:"hot"

Me:"mh"

Uba:"ha'wasyours"?

Me:"busy...where'syourbrother"?

Uba:"lalilenotatamoone(1)"

Me:"phi"?

Uba:"bhediniyakho"



Igreetedtheguysandwenttomyroom,Uvewason

hisdadschest,bothdeeplysleeping.Itookaquick

showerandchangedintocomfortableclothes...

Ihadalotofpaperworktodo,havingbeenabsent

fromworkforsuchalongtimedoesthattoaperson.

Iwentdownandmademyselfafruitandyoghurt

smoothie,thenonmywaytothestudyIsawNtando

withabandagearoundhistorso.

Ghost:"awuseyellowmadam,ugrand"?

Ijustwalkedpasthim,gotinthestudyandlocked

myselfincozIknewhe'llfollow.Andhedid

Ghost:"why'sthedoorlocked?Sibo?"

Cwakamnandasebenza

Ghost:"Nkosikazi"



HebetterfindChumaorherreplacementfast...I'm

nothiswife!

Ghost:"mnk,bekuthweuyaqumbakeIthought

kuyadlalwa"

Itotallyignoredhim,heain'tgonnagetnospecial

favourshere.

Ghost:"pleaseopenthedoor,Iknowyou'reupsetwith

bothofus.Icanexplain"

IdidwhatIcametodointhatstudyandwhenIwas

done,Iwalkedoutwiththefilesandlaptop

ndayozifakaemotweniincaseIforgettopackthem

inthemorning.Loungeyamwaslikeatarven

andtheseguyswerecomfortablywalkingaround

shirtless...apparentlycelebratingvictoryIguessed.I



wenttothekitchentorinsethesmoothiejarIhad

used...tomydismay,Ifoundboththepizzaboxes

empty.Wellthat'swhathappenswhenyourhouseis

fullofhungryanddrunkmen...

Ihatedhavingthemhere,Nqabaknowsthatbuthe

broughtthemhereanyway.Iwentbacktomyroom

togetmywalletandfoundallthetwinsawakeand

havingsomesortofaseriousconversationphof

bathedwadlalalaonmybed.

Uve:"mamambuyileniniwena"?

Iignoredhimandwentstraighttomybag,tookout

mywalletandswappedtheslippersIhadonfor

sneakers.

Uve:"mama"

Me:"nxibaniizihlangusambeni"

Uba:"siyaphi"?



Me:"ush'yekeke"

Beast:"mamakhe"

Heslidfromthebedandsatonthegroundputting

onhissandals,hisbrotherdidthesame.Itiedupmy

hairintoamessypony

Beast:"baby"?

Me:"arewedone"?

Uve:"anxibiseesimama"

Ghostkneltdownandworehimtheshoe,hisbrother

gotupfromthebedandwalkedtowardsmeIjust

gavehimonestareandhestopped.

Uve:"thankyoudaddy"

Uba:"wearedone"

Me:"thenlet'sgo"



Iopenedthedoorforthemasweleft,theirfather

followedusandstoppedmeatthetopofthestairs

Me:"andibawelikuxabananawetorho,pleasejustlet

mego"

Beast:"Iwasworriedaboutyou,whyweren'tyou

answeringourcalls"?

Me:"becauseNqaba,Ididn'twannatalktoyou"

Beast:"babycummon"

Me:"umkendisandophumaesibhedleletellingme

you'llbebackinafewminutes"

Beast:"Iknewyouwouldn'tallowmetogoifItold

youthetruth"

Me:"soyouresorttolyingstraighttomyface"?

Beast:"I'msorry"

Me:"hm,sure"



IlefthimstandingphaandcalledFatimasahamba

naye.WewenttoNandos,orderedandateour

dinnerthere.WhenweweredoneIwenttobuy

myselftherealdealsmallpizzaatDebonairsjustto

kickawaythecravingthenwedrovehomesafika

kuthesaaaaphandlekugcwelenezinyeiimoto.

Thesegrownassmenwerehavingapoolpartywith

musiconblast...

Me:"Sisipleasetakethekidstotheirroomforme"

Fats:"okaysisi"

Theywalkedinsidethehouse...Iwenttolookfor

Bullet.TalkingtoRangerwasn'tgonnaworkforme

rightnow,hewaswasted.IfoundBulletwithtwo

ladiesonhislap ‍♀

Me:"doyouhaveamoment"?

Bullet:"sure...I'llberightbackladies,ningahambi"



Iturnedandwalkedacoupleofstepsawayfrom

themuntilhecaughtupsoIstopped.

Bullet:"What'supMrs"?

Me:"Ineedallofthesepeopleoutifmyyardwithin

thenextfifteenminutes,canyouhelpmewiththat"?

Helookeddeepintomyeyeswithoutblinking...I

wasn'tangry,IwascoolAF!

Bullet:"I'llhavetotalktotaBeastaboutthat"

Me:"thenyouhavetenminutes"

Iturnedandwalkedawaybackintothehouse,the

kitchenlookedupsidedown,theloungewasa

mess... .Istoppedmyselffromtaking

thebroom...



Iwalkedbackoutside,thepartywasstillgoingonas

ifandithethanga.Itookoutmyphoneandcalled

Nqaba

Beast:"khawumeBullet,baby"?

Me:"thesepeoplebetterbeoutofthisyardinthe

nexteightminutesoryou'llbesorry"

Beast:"I'mcoming,imababyndyeza"

Ihungup.

Uyaphi?

Ilookedforarefusebag,dustpanandabroom

ndazibekaontheentranceoftheloungeandwaited

forhimtowalkin.Andhedid,carryingaglassof

whiskeyontherocks ‍♀sotypicalofhim.

Beast:"sthandwasa-"



Me:"don't"

Beast:"pleaseletmetalkfinish"

Ibitmytonguendizomphendulandathula.

Beast:"theguysarejusthavingalilcelebration,

ndcelaubayeke.It'sbeenalongtimesinceI'veseen

themthishappy,andbesides...wejustintroduced

Ghost'steamtomine.Theyneedthismoment"

Me:"soyoucouldn'taffordanotherplaceforthis

celebration"?

Beast:"babe"

Me:"lookatmykitchenlookatmylounge...

Heck,lookoutside.Kugcweleamantombielibhayi

kwam"

Hesighed...



Iknewinhismindhe'sprobablysayingI'mbeing

impossible.

Beast:"whenthey'redonecelebratingbazocleaner"

Me:"mxm"

Iturnedtogo,hegrabbedmywrist

Beast:"justrela-"

Thenweheardgunshotandcars ‍♀inan

instanthepulledmedowntothefloorhuggingme

tight,asiftrynaprotectmeuntiltheshotsdiedaway.

Outsidewasjustchaotic

Helookedatme..

Me:"SoImustrelaxhuh"?

Beast:"notnowkebabe"



Me:"butthat'swhatyouweresaying"

Beast:"pleasestayinyourroomwithFatsandthe

kids"

Me:"mnkmnk"

Iwalkeduptothekidsroomndafikabelele.

Fats:"kwenzekantonisisphandle"?

Me:"eyandikhosurenam,takeablankieandstayin

here.Utatalaphawillprobablycheckout

kwenzekani"

Fats:"okaysisi"

Iwentbackdownstairs,nowtheywereallinhere.

Bulletlookedatmethenhiseyesranawayassoon

asherealisedIsawhimlookingatme.

Ghost:"youshouldbeupstairs"

Beast:"babyIaskedyounicelytostayinyourroom"



Me:"youguysliterallyhaveaboutfourminutestoget

thesepeopleoutofhere.Or,we'reallindeepshit"

Ghost:"istheresomethingyououghttotellus"?

Me:"onlythatyou'rerunningoutoftime"

Ileftthemandwenttomyroom.

#Sive

Ithoughtmovingtoanothercountrywouldmakeme

forget,butIcouldn't...itwashard.YesLuketrulydid

hisbesttomakesureI'mhappy,butwebothrealised

thatI'llneverbetotallyhappywithmychildstillout

thereinsearchforumamakhe.

Luke:"wecanmovebacktoSAandstartasearch

campaigntogether,I'msurewe'llfindalead"

Me:"whataboutwork"?



Luke:"I'vebeenhereformorethantwoyears,I'msure

theycantransfermebackhome.Ifnot,I'llquitthen

we'llstartafreshwhenwereachSouthAfrica"
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Iwentupstairsandpackedhisclothesfor

him,uyagulamosuNqabamakahambekeayogulela

kumamakhe.Theriskhejustputusin....

Hewalkedin...

Beast:"babyI'mso-"

Webothlookedathistravelingbagthatwasfully

packedwaitingforhim,heclearedhisthroatand

lookedatmeconfusedwithbothhishandsonhis

waist.

Beast:"uhm...what'sthis"?

Me:"yourtravelingbag"



Beast:"amIgoingsomewhere"?

Me:"yeah,you'regoingbacktoEastLondon

nalomntakokwenu"

Helaughed...

Iwatchedhim,withmyarmsfoldeduntilhe

stopped...realisingthatI'mactuallynotjoking.

Beast:"haibobabyI'msorryokay,Ididn't-"

Me:"knowthere'llbeashootout"?

Beast:"mamakhe"

Me:"youaretakingyourbrothertoEastLondon,right

now.Aaand,itsnotupfordiscussion"

Beast:"Itwasjustashootout,cummonLuthando"

Me:"justashootoutthatcouldhaveclaimedour

lives,orhaveyouforgottenkuhlalaabantwanabakho

kulendluandyourpregnantwife"?

Beast:"ndcelauxolokemakhwalo.Iknowubutshilo



bamasihambeapha"

Me:"mh,thatdon'tcountrightnow"

Beast:"I'msorryyouwentthroughallthetroubleof

packingbutI'mnotleavingyouagain"

Me:"okay...thenI'mleavingyou,andI'mtakingmy

kidswithme"

Hishandwipedhismouth,theotherstayedonhis

waist.

Beast:"whereareyougoing?UzofikauthinieMonti

nababy"?

Me:"youseriouslythinkI'llleavemyhomendiyohlala

kokwenu"?

Beast:"thenuzoyaphi?Whyareweevenentertaining

okukuhambanababy"?

Me:"ifIleave,I'mnotgoingtoEastLondonandI'm

notgoingtoLwandiso.Oh,andyouwillnotwaste

yourresourcestryingtofindme"



Hestudiedmeinsilence...Iwalkedoutandwentto

checkonmykidsndafikabelelenoauntFatimawas

fastasleep,Iclosedthedoorandwentdownstairsto

checkonthepeoplewhoweresupposedtobe

cleaningmyhouse.

Me:"Ranger"

Hewassoberlikeajudge dogunsdothat

topeople?Thisguywaswastednotsolongago.

Range:"ShoMrs"

Me:"ndcelaKuclean'weindluyamgents.Please

bethuna"

Range:"ukhonanjeuaunty"

Me:"doyoupayhertocleanupafteryou"?

Range:"suremadambasaqaleeloungeaba

bantwana"



Me:"AndIneedeveryoneoutofmyhouseasin

yesterday"

Henodandwenttotheguyscarryingboozeoutside.

Ntandocametome...

Ghost:"I'mlookingforyourhusband,whereishe"?

Me:"Upstairs,Ihopeyouhaven'tunpacked"

Hewasabouttowalkawaythenstopped...

Ghost:"mayIaskwhy"?

Me:"because you'regoingtoEastLondon"

Helaughed

Ghost:"you'renotjoking"?



Me:"whywouldI"?

Ghost:"butwhy?Wejustgothere"

Me:"doyourealisethatwecouldhavebeenshotjust

now"?

Ghost:"bu-"

Me:"afteryourbrotherleftmerightafterIwas

dischargedfromthehospital,youguysrockupand

throwadamngangstapartykwam?Huh,youbetter

startpackingmtchana"

Heshookhisheadandwalkedupthestairs,Iwent

outsidendafikaooBulletbepholengemedulla

sittingoncratesandhavingaloudconversation

aboutwhatjusthappened.YazthatmomentI

realisedhowdumbandstupidtheseguysactually

are ‍♀babaselekabobubomibabuphilayo

asifitssomethingtobeproudof.

Me:"Bulletkhazapha"



Hegotup,kwathicwaka...

Bullet:"sisteri"

Me:"bendthenikuwe"?

Bullet:"ndiringileneGrootmanyath-"

Me:"Iwillonlyrepeatmyselfonce:getthesepeople

outofmyhouse"

Bullet:"utaB-"

Me:"now"

Ilefthimandbumpedontotherestofthemcoming

outofthehousewithRangerbehindthem.The

kitchenwasspotless,Itooktheicecreamtuband

wentwithittothelounge.Itookmytabandstarted

watchingBoondocksonYouTube

Beast:"babecanwetalk"?



Me:"boutwha-"?

Hesatdownliftingmylegsontohislaps...uqhelile

keyazukundiqhathangefootrub,butitwasn'tabout

toworkrightnow.

Beast:"Igetthatyou'reupsetandItotallyunderstand

ithasnothingtodowithtoday,I'msorryIleftyouin

EastLondonlikethat.Ihadtogotothatmissionor

elseourliveswouldhavebeeningreaterdanger,but

IknowIwaswrongngohambaimmediately.Ndcela

undixolelekemntuwam"

Me:"suremntuwam,ohIforgottotellyouthatI've

textedMohe'llbehereinanhour"

Beast:"butbabe"

Me:"YOURmotheralmosthadaheartattack,butall

youcareaboutisastupidmission"?

Beast:"babymanindinamelekalok"



Me:"Iknowyoudon'tcareaboutme,youjustlikethe

senseofstabilityIbringintoyourlife...butyourmom?

Hayyibaneentlonibhuti"

Helookedatme...

Well,Ididn'tmeantosaythat,butitcameoutanyway.

‍♀

Beast:"pleasedon'tsaysuchthings,Icarealotabout

you.Iloveyou"

Me:"yeahright...Kiro"?

IsawKiropassingby...heturnedbackandwalkedin.

Me:"pleasecheckifKucleannaebackyard"

Kiro:"Kucleanmadam,Ijustthrewawaythelastbag

bendizovasaizandlanangoku"

Me:"thankyoucharlie"



Henodandwalkedaway

Beast:"LuthandoSibongileGwala"

Me:"NqabayomziLuthandoGwala"

Beast:"ndilucelilenjeuxolokuwe"

Me:"urightkaloknowgotoyourmom,sheneedsyou

morethanIdo"

Beast:"youdon'tneedme"?

Me:"hellno,youbringstressintomylife.Ingathi

uzobaworsenowthatyouhaveaduplicate"

Beast:"awukhoseriousmossthandwasam"?

Me:"FatimaisheretohelpmewhenIneedhelp,take

yourbrotherandgetoutofmyfaceplease"

WathulaumntanaKazkhali...

Ghost:"Mocalled,saidsomethingaboutbeinghere

andwaitingforus"



Me:"that'syourlifttoEastLondon"

Beast:''babe"

Idialedtheirmother...

Ma:"makoti"

Me:"moloma,unjani"?

Iheardthemsigh

Ma:"ndiyacengawethusisi,ninjaninina"?

Me:"weareactuallygreat,Iwantedtopersonallytell

youthatyoursonsareontheirwayoverthereright

now"

Ma:"whendidtheycomeback"?

Me:"youdon'twannaknow"

Shechuckled,webidfarewellndabekaiphoneyam

andatemyicecream.



Ghost:"soyouwerenotjoking"?

Me:"Idon'tjokewithseriousthingslikethis"

Ghost:"Beast"?

Beast:"khabeufakaiimpahlainthecarmntakwethu

ndiyeza"

Ghost:"tyhinilendoda"

Me:"youshouldlistentohim"

Ghost:"mnkmnk"

Hesnortedandstormedout,Iremovedmylegs

fromhisbrothersothatazophakamanayeahambe.

Beast:"Iguessuqumbetothepointofnoreturn,andI

understand.Iamatfault,justhopebythetimewe

comebackyou'llhaveforgivenme"

Me:"youbetterleavebeforeUvewakesup"

Beast:"canIkissyou"?



Me:"nah,you'llkissmethroughthephonexaufikile

eMonti"

Hekneltdownandkissedmybelly...

Beast:"ungamhluphiumamaevha?....Infact,nobaby.

Mhlupheungamlalisi,umvuseebusukuakhumbule

udaddy"

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Beast:"Troubleherwenamntanam,whichsoeverway

youknowhowsothatshecallsdaddytocome

home.Iloveyouokay"

Hekissedmystomachagainandgotupholdingmy

hand,ijustsmiled.



Me:"uzobalate"

Beast:"Iwanttoleaveamessageformysons"

Me:"dramaonayowouldsaveGenerationskule

tragedybakuyo"

Hekissedmeonthelipstwicethentookhisphones

Beast:"kissthemforme"

Me:"you'llcallthemonceyoureachhome,unlessyou

seethisasanotherchancetogoonanotherstupid

bloodymission"

Beast:"Iwont,crossmyheart-hopetodie"

Iwalkedhimout,watchedthemleaveandreturned

backtomyicecream IknewIdidtheright

thing,foreveryone.Butontheotherhand,ihadreally

missedhim, andmykidsmissedtheirdad...But

no,hehadtogotohismom.There'sstillalotof

unansweredquestionsthatshemighthave,thatwe



allhave.Theyshouldallsitdownandgettothe

bottomofthis,foralloursakes.
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"Afunutatamma"

That'sthefirstsentencethatcameoutofUvelile

whenhewokeup

Me:"He'sgone...izaizotya"

Uve:"amfonele"

Me:"hesaidhe'llcallyouwhenhegetshome"

Uba:"uphihome"

Me:"EastLondon"

Uba:"haaayini,utatauyileKumakhulu"?

Uve:"ushiyilethinautatakho"?



HaikeIwasn'tgonnaanswerthat,Imadethem

umvuboandfedthem.Theystillcouldn'tbelievehe

wouldjustgotoELleavingthembehind...asif

uqhelileuhambanaboeverytimehedecidestogo

‍♀.

Uba:"mamam"

Me:"baby"

Uba:"uphiSoso"?

Me:"hewenthometohisfamily"

Uve:"asiyekuyenathi"

Me:"I'llcallhimnimxelelengokwenu"

Uba:"siyekuye"?

Me:"I'mnotsureaboutthatkebaby"

Uve:"ImissSish'le"

Me:"nayeyou'llcallhimwhenyou'redoneeating"

Uba:"neuncleKay"?

Me:"yep"



Theyatetalkingaboutalltheiruncles,yhuha.athey

neededtogotoschoolnyhaninextyear.Buteven

thatmeanttheyhadtochangetheirsurnames,that's

iftheirfatherdoesn'talreadyhavetheircorrect

certificates.

‍♀

KantiwasenzauNqabanaloNtandowakubo.

Strubob.

Myphonerang...

Me:"heyLiz,thisisasurprise"

Liz:"Iknowhey,howareyou"?

Me:"baaielekker,enjy"?

Liz:"samehere...Ineedtogetsomethingoffmy

chest"

Me:"oh-kay"



Liz:"butplsdon'tjudgeme"

Me:"oh-kay"

Sheexhaled...

Liz:"Iuhm...Isleptwithyourbrother"

Me:"Marcus"?

Liz:"yeah"

Hayndamhleka

Me:"wait...you,Elizabeth,sleptwithmybrother

MarcusSmith"?

Liz:"don'tdothat.Itsbadenoughalready"

Me:"heee,howdidthathappen?Aren'tyouwith

Vincentna"?

Liz:"Iam...eishTrina.IwishIcouldsayitwasa

momentofweaknessbutnowIfeelabitguilty"



Me:"abit?Wheredidthishappen"?

Liz:"hecametomyflathereinJo'burg...onething

ledatanotherand...yeah"

Me:"wellyoushouldtellVincebeforehefindsout"

Liz:"hewon'ttakeitwellTrina...andbesides,Isaw

himwithhisextoo"

Me:"Who,Libo"?

Liz:"yeah,theywerehavingaconversationatthe

ShisaNyama"

Me:"whenwasthat"?

Liz:"whenshecametoameetingonyourbehalf"

Me:"andhowdoyouknowthat"?

Liz:"that'swhatshetoldVince"

Me:"mmh"

Liz:"Youseethatmmhyoujustmade,isexactlywhat

Isaidwhenhetoldme"

Me:"well..Howeverwaywewannatwistthistoease

yourguilt,truthremains.YoucheatedonVince.



That'sthebottomline"

Liz:"butitshouldn'tcountascheating...itsMarc

we'retalkingabout,Junior'sfather"

Me:"thesameMarcwhotreatedyoulike

trash,remember"?

Liz:"hewashurt,Idon'treallyblamehimfor

anything"

Me:"Idon'tthinkyou'rehearingyourself"

Liz:"TrinadoyouknowwhatIputhimthrough?And

heforgavemeeverytime"

Me:"soyoufeelindebtedtohim,despitewhatheput

youthroughpriortothebreakup"?

Liz:"noman,that'snotwhatImean"

Me:"hm"

Shesighed

‍♀

Liz:"Trina,shouldn'ttherebeanexceptionforbaby



daddy'sinthesekindathings"?

Me:"hahahahaiboLiz,whataresayingtome"?

Liz:"justthatWhatVincedoesn'tknowwon'thurt

him,youknow"

Me:"sothere'sachancethiscouldhappenagain"

Liz:"Idon'tknow...Idoubt...ButTee...itwassooooo

damngoodyouhavenoidea"

Me:"haveyouaskedyourselfwhynow"?

Liz:"uhm..no"

Me:"hashecalledyou"?

Liz:"no"

Me:"texted"?

Liz:"no...Okay,Iseewhereyou'regoingwiththis"

Me:"justdon'tspoilwhatyouhavewithVincefor

MarcuswhohasLindawaitingforhiminCapeTown

"



Thenshewentallsilent.

Me:"Youdidn'tconsiderthatpart"

Liz:"Ididn'tthinkofLinda"

Me:"Wellsheexists,inMarcus'sworld.Honeyyou

justhisbootycall"

Liz:"yeah...Iknow"

Well...

Icouldn'tjudgeher,Ihavemyownproblemsto

handle.Wehungupafteracoupleofextraminutes

Uba:"mamaafoneleutata"

Me:"No,I'llcallKuhlenoSihle"

Uba:"qalautata"

Urgh...



Idialedtheirfather...heansweredimmediately

Beast:"baby"

Me:"youweresupposedtocallwhenyougothome"

Beast:"ohndiyendabusy,Iwasgonnacallyou

tonight"

Me:"khabambeleuUbabalo"

Beast:"sure"

Igavethemtosharethephone.ThenItidiedupand

tookmyotherphonetocalluncleSoso...

Lindo:"Soso'sphonehello"

Me:"Lindohi,unjani"?

Lindo:"I'mgoodunjaniwena"?

Me:"I'mgood,uphiuLwandiso"?

Lindo:"andimazi...helefthisphoneizolo"



Me:"oh...akatshongouyaphi"?

Lindo:"no,wekindahadanargumentsoheleftright

afterthat"

Me:"Oh..okay,obuyakwakheplstellhimtocallme

back"

Lindo:"kay"

Ihungup...

Idon'tifitsparanoiaorwhat,butsheseemedtohave

aweirdvibetowardsme

Ilookedovertotheboys,theywerestillonthephone

soIdialedLandile...

Laa:"asifthisdaycouldn'tgetanybetter"

Me:"I'mgladI'maniceandwelcomesurprise"

Helaughed,Ichimedin



Me:"hêwethuI'mlookingforyourbrother"

Laa:"he'srighthere"

Me:"khamnikeiphone"

Soso:"hey"

Me:"hey...what'sgoingon?Icalledyourphone

iphumelaKuLindo"

Soso:"mxm,Idon'twannatalkaboutit"

Me:"oh...kay"

Soso:"whatsup"?

Me:"ubufunwangoUbabutthey'restillbusyonthe

phonewiththeirdad"

Soso:"bobabini"?

Me:"UbanankuSoso"

Helookedup,droppedthephoneKuUveandcame

running



Me:"I'mgivinghimthephone"

Soso:"sure"

Ihandedthephoneandthefirstthingmysonsaid

was"abuyaniniwenaekhayaSoso"

IwasbotheredhonestlyyilentoyoSosobutI

decidedtomindmyownbusiness.Iliterallyhave

enoughonmyplate .

Uve:"mamaina"

Me:"ugqibile"?

Uve:"tatamafunawena"

Me:"thankyoubaby...Tatakhe"?

Beast:"uthiuUveufunukuzaapha"

Me:"thatain'thappeninganytimesoon"

Beast:"cummon,theyarejustkids.Andtheymiss



theirdad"

Me:"youthinkIdon'tknowthat"

Beast:"thenwhyarebeingdifficult"?

Me:"thedayyoulearntoberesponsibleI'llletyou

takethembahlalenawendingekhoandthatdayis

notasnearasyou'dthink"

Beast:"kodwababyyou'rejustenjoyingbossingme

aroundrightnowkubauyazindimorongoIcan't

fightyou"

Me:"yourmentality..."

Beast:"mamakhe"?

Me:"unjaniumama"?

Beast:"soyou'rechangingthesubject,justlikethat"?

Ndathulamna...

Beast:"she'sgettingbetter,benzaumcimbinextweek

towelcomeNtandobackorrathermnaofficially"



Me:"whichiswhichkengoku"?

Beast:"uthiutamncikwamkelwamnaofficiallyandu

Ntandowamnkelwabacksincehe'sbeengoneall

theseyears.Andtheywannathankhimfor

sacrificingubomibakhehereformeukuzendazithis

sideofthefamily"

Me:"sohe'ssomesortofaheronow"

Beast:"ifyoulookatitthatway"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"sonizoza"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,Ihavealotofworkto.AndIcan't

bephysicallyworkingexcessively"

Beast:"umamauyayazukhulelweawuzusebenzatoo

much.Plscome"

Me:"I'llseebra"

Beast:"nobaufikeFridaynightuhambeSaturday

evening"

Me:"okay"

Beast:"akakakuhluphiulittleone"?



Me:"akazondihluphatu,nicingantoningoChuma?

Shedeservestoknowthetruth"

Beast:"umamasuggestedsimbizebamxelele

ngokwabo,uzaTuesday"

Me:"mmhthat'sgood"

Beast:"we'recapableLuthando,asikhoashopeless

asyoumakeustobe"

Me:"gqibakwenukenizamekwenziweiiDNAkubo

bonkeabantwana"

Beast:"that'sunnecessary"

Me:"really"?

Beast:"kayfineLuthando,yho"

Me:"loveyoumoresweetie"

Beast:"youcallthislove"?

Me:"myloveiswaaaaaybetterthanyours,butIlove

youanyway"

Beast:"Idon'tknowaboutthat,butIknowforsure

Ghostwilldisagree"



Me:"I'msurehethinksndikutsalangempumlo"

Beast:"youthink"?

Me:"babyutshatile,youhaveafamily.Obviouslyat

somepointiiprioritieszenuwilldifferandImust

say,ifufikakwakheaphakuzokukhuphaendleleni

thenhe'llhavetofindaplacetostay.Kudekuwe

becauseIwon'thavetwoadultsbehavinglikekids

undermyroof"

Heexhaled...

Beast:"we'lltalkaboutthiswhenIreturnhome"

Me:"Kay"

Beast:"KuhleuzobalaphoWednesdayazothatha

somedocumentsheneedsforbusinessheknows

wheretofindthem"

Me:"Kay"

Beast:"sharp''

Me:"sure"



Wehungup...

Hecalledmebackagain

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"Iloveyou"

Me:"oh...loveyoutoo"

Beast:"sharp"

Ihungup...

Butreally,theyhadtolookforaplaceforNtando.

NobakuphayaeKapasinceheseemstolove

missionssomuch.

[10/11,19:35]‪+27730692704‬:#450

#Beast



IknewI'mgonnagetanotherlectureonourwayto

EastLondonbut,betteralecturefromGhostthan

thispunishmentfromLuthando.Stru.Onthewayto

theairportokoethecwaka....

Weboardedthejet,Ipouredmyselfwhiskeyandkept

tomycorner.

Ghost:"whydoyouletherdictatetoyoulikethis?

Likeyou'resomepuppykodwayou'rethemanofthe

house"?

Me:"Who"?

Ghost:"haydon'tplaydumbhere"

Me:"whatareyouonabout"?

Ghost:"yourwifedammit"

Me:"oh,she'sjustupsetrelax,afterawhileShe'llbe

okay"

Ghost:"dude,she'spracticallysendingyouacross

townjustbecauseyouleftherandwenttofightfor



them,theirsafety?Really"?

Me:"sheneverreallyaskedforthislifeGhost"

Ghost:"butI'msureyoudidn'tforcehertostayinit"

Me:"itscooldude,masiyekeuhleliungazinix"

Ghost;"youandIbothknowyoucanhaveany

womanyouwant,anywhere,anytime.Whydoyouput

upwiththat?Udeumcengekodwauyakulawulaphof

ndibonekwalentouthiuyindodaubenemorning

sicknesskodwashe'sthepregnantone...toyoudoes

thatmakesenseke?Haykhabehonest"

Me:"let'stalkagainonceyoufindtheoneandyou're

happilymarriedandyouhavemorethanOwetotake

careof,okay"?

Ghost:"mxm,evenwhenI'mmarriednowifeofmine

willtellmewhattodo.Ifakakudlisangalouzazi

yedwa,akhontoindicaphukisangaphezukokubona

bauveleubemuncuwhenitcomestoher"

Me:"intoengazukwenzekakekubandimamelewena

insultingmywife"

Ghost:"whyareyouevenmarried?You'renotthe



marriagematerialanyway.Whyudlalangexesha

lakhonelakheinfact,whenyoufullyknowthiskinda

lifeisnotcutoutforyou"

Me:"I'mmarriedbecauseIwantto,becauseIsawa

goodwomanwhomIknowisexactlywhatIneed

andIplanonmakingherhappynomatterthecost

sobuggeroffmybusiness"

Ghost:"doessheloveyou"?

Me:"ahpuh-leez.Really"?

Ghost:"khawuvukeNqabayomziandtakeagood

lookatreality...isshereallythatmuchintoyouor

shejustenjoystheprovisionthislifebrings?Huh?

Thebighouse,thebigblackcars,theweaves,the

money,thestatus...ukuthandanyhaniorshe'sdrawn

totolerateyoubecauseofthesethings"?

‍♂

GoodMessiah!

Ghost:"justthisoncemntakwethu,tellyourselfthe

truth.Nayefuthiuzukheumbuzebayintonileingaka



ayincekelelekuwe.Andithiukuvumeekwazi

uligintsa,ifsheknewshewouldn'tbeabletohandle

therisksandconsequencesassociatedwithyour

lifesheshouldhaveturnedyoudownkwangokobut

shedidn't,haveyoueveraskedyourselfwhy?

Huh,why?...Whyisshetrynatreatyoulikeachild

ngoku?Whyisshetrynachangeyounow"?

Me:"I'mnotgoingtoentertainyou,ifyoudisapprove

ofmywifeorhowmyhouseholdmattersare

handledthenpleasekeepittoyourself.Please"

Ghost:"wayityayonkewayikrwekrwedanentshwela

I'mtellingyou"

Me:"lookonthebrightside,yougettobondwiththe

family.Peopleyoulastsawtenyearsago"

Ghost:"I'mnotafamilyman,Ilivetomakebusiness

decisionsinadailybasis.Notnursepeoples

feelingsandtiptoearoundtheirspacetryingnotto

offendthem"

Me:"Congodidthattoyou,it'snotwhoyouare"

Ghost:"you'redumberthanyouactuallysoundyou

know"



Me:"whyareyousobitter"?

Ghost:"I'mmadatyoufornotseeingwhatI

see,whendidyoubecomethissoft?"

Me:"youwon'tgetit.Let'sjustdropthisconversation

"

Ghost:"IshouldstopcallingyouBeast,you'rea

fuckenratman"

Me:"hahahaawumuncu"

Ghost:"uyanyuba,imnandi.Nxi"

HemumbleduntilwegottoEastLondon ...

Whenwegothometheentirefamilywasthere,some

ofthemwereseeingGhostforthefirsttime...well

theywereshocked,orsurprised?I'mnotsure.But

thekidswerehappy....

Ma:"Nqabaiyaphakwanyokolumeuyothathaicase

yamyebranti"

Ghost:"yhu!Icaseyonke"?



Noxy:"Ihopeoneofyouknowshowtoslaughtera

sheep"

Me:"erh...Istheresomethingwe'remissingmakazi"?

Noxy:"wedecidedthatsizonenzela

umcimbi,kuzoqalaksasanjeintshayeleloiqhube

ivekiyonkebutinkomoyonaizoxhelwanext

weekend"

Ghost:"oh..."

Iwouldhavewantedtokindaenquireoraskdad

aboutthisceremonythingsincehe'san"ancestral"

manasheputsitbutthat'sanotherstory,theguyis

impossibleandhecouldblowthiswholethingoutof

proportion.Notforgettingthathe'llgocrazyoverthe

realisationthatwemet,gottoknoweachotherand

didn'teventellhim.Yholechap .

Ghost:"canIgowithyou"?

Me:"no,I'msurethere'ssomethingforyoutodo

here"



Ma:"ininziizangapha"

Ghost:"Iwannaaskyousomething"

Me:"saveitforlater"

Ilefthimthereandwentovertomyuncle'shouse,

Ntandoiswellopinionated.Heshouldhavejust

beenapolitician,evenbetterhedeservestobea

chairmaninalegitbusinessorcompany.He'sgot

toomuchpotentialandofcourse,theory!Ihadalot

goingon...Istillhadtolookintothispaternityissue,

Istillhadtocomeupwithawayoftellingthekids

whobelongstowho...andthenthere'sChumawho's

ascrazyastheycome ‍♂.Iraised

Owentandolikemyownson,nowthatutatakheis

backIhadtogivethemthatopportunitytobondlike

I'vebondedwithhim.Theyhadtostarttheir

relationshipafresh,maybegetChumainthepicture

ifpossible.AtshateuGhostazotshoohlukanenam.

ThewaywegotbusyofikakwethuItotallyforgotI



hadpromisedtocallmysons,butumawabocalled

soIhadachatwiththeyoungkingsandherfora

whilebeforeIreturnedtotheneverendingwork

yomcimbi.TuesdaymorningIwokeupmissingmy

wife... eversincethatdaywearrivedIwasthe

oncecallingthem,Ithoughtlittleonewouldliterally

bothermommyuntilshecouldn'thandleit

andifounelebutno...

Ihadtocallthem.

Thestupidmorningsicknesswasworsethanbefore

Igotsicklivumbalenkukhu,porkandbeef.lcould

onlyeatmuttonorsausageivekiyonkewhile

everybodyelseiseatingallkindsofmeat .

Luu:"mh"?

Me:"khavuke"

Luu:"hm"

Me:"Luthando''



Shehissed...

Luu:"vukilebrayhomfondini,yintoniekseni"?

Me:"Imissyou"

Luu:"tyhiniThixo,didyouseethetime"?

Me:"twentyminutespastfive"

Luu:"soyoucouldn'twaittillI'mactuallyawaketotell

methat"?

Ndathula...

Luthandoneedssomecounselingkodwayaz

uyafananjenoNtandoshe'sgotalotofangerand

bitternessinsidestru .Ungayixelaundiphoxela

ntonisoearlyinthemorning?

Luu:"I'msorry...*sigh*I'msorrybabe,youknowI'm

notamorningperson...towakemeup..."



Me:"sureI'llcallyouag-"

Luu:"tatakheplease.Ndcelauxolo,Iknowyoumean

welltorho"

Me:"lalababeI'llcallyouagainphaemini"

Luu:"noIdon'twanttosleep,sendivukilengoku

masincokole"

Me:"Idon-"

Luu:"please"

Iexhaled...

Tyhiniwandiphoxaumntundanesigqukrukuvukwa

IswearItoowasonsomehormonal

rollercoaster,myemotionswereallovertheplaces.

Especiallyinthemorning.

Luu:"areyoureadytofaceChuma"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwannadiscussChumarightnow"

Luu:"oh"



Me:"how'sthelittleone"?

Luu:"he'sstilltreatingmegood,he'sbehaving"

Me:"can'twaitforFriday"

Luu:"aboutthat..."

Me:"don'ttellmeawuziLuthando"

Luu:"nononondiyeza,Iwasjustthinkingwhatif

ndibashiyeKuauntyabantwanasinceI'llarrive

FridayndimkeFollowingday"?

Me:"oh..."

Luu:"itwillsavemeagreatdealthatway,orifu

Kuhleuzophumaaphaazeaphothenhecanleave

withthemThursdaymnandibuyenaboxandibuya"

Me:"I'mnotsureifhrlbeattendingtheceremonybut

I'llaskhim,Iwantthemtobeparrofthistoo"

Luu:"oohokayke"

Ilistenedtoherbreathing...



Luu:"youstillthere"?

Me:"yazidespiteeverythingwe'vebeenthrough,I'm

stillmadlyinlovewithyou"

Nowshekeptquiet...

Me:"ndiyak'thandanyhaniLuthando,attimesIdon't

evenknowhowIshouldshowyouorexpressmyself

uzondiunderstand'akakuhle"

Luu:"areyouokay"?

Me:"I'mfine"

Luu:"wellIdoknowyouloveme"

Me:"youjustdon'trealisehowmuch"

Again...shewentsilent.

Iknewnyhanithatmomentthatreallydoesn'trealise

justhowmuchIloveher,andthat'ssad.She'sthe

firstpersonIthinkifwhenIwakeup,thelastwhenI



gotobes.ThefirstwhenIgotowar,andthe

motivationtocomeoutalive...Howdoesone

explainthatifitisn'tlove?
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Iwenttocheckoutthingsatworkbeforepackingfor

EastLondon...

Itookamomenttofindoutwhatheneedsmeto

bringforhimsondamfounela

Ghost:"ubusyuNqaba"

Me:"oh"

Ghost:"sure"

Hehungup...

Icalledumama.



Sino:"mamaumakhuluuphandleplshold"

Me:"hey,unjanibaby"?

Sino:"I'mgoodthankyou,unjaniwena?Dadsaid

you'recomingtoday,whatareyoubringingus"?

Me:"hahahababyonequestionatatimekaloku"

Sino:"okay,ifuyezauzasiphathelantoni"?

Me:"ndiyezabutIthoughtwe'llgoshoppingtogether

nobaKunextweekbeforendihambe"

Sino:"butdadsaidyou'llreturntoPEonSaturday

evening"

Me:"Iknow,Istillhavetotalktohimaboutitthough"

Sino:"oohokay,butplsbuyussausagerollsfor

hotdogsumakaziuzilibele"

Me:"okaykelove,uphiutatakho"?

Sino:"uyavasa...letmegocheck"

Me:"plsmntanam"

Shehungup...



Iwaitedanxiously,Ididn'tunderstandtheattitudeI

wasreceivingfromGhostbutItookitasbahe's

busyandunderpressureyilentoyomcimbi...

Myphonerang

Me:"Tatakhe"

Beast:"hey,uMousandohambauzakwelocala"

Me:"iknow...Iwantedtoknowifakhontouyidingayo

ndikuphatheleyonaoranythingeshotayoendlini

ndizenayo"

Beast:"erhm...YoushouldcallumakhuluormakaziI

don'tknowbashotangantoni"

Me:"oh"

Beast:"butyoucouldbringmeahoodieandtwo

pairsofsocks"

Me:"okay"

Beast:"noGhostbingathiakanatoiletriesandwe

don'thaveachancetogototown"

Me:"uthambisantoni"?



Beast:"Justbuyhimanythingsimilartomine,he'll

buyhisowncolognexaenechance"

Me:"sure"

Thenwewentsilent...

Iclearedmythroat,Ifeltreallybadaboutourlastcall

andIreallywantedtoapologizeandmakeupforit.

Me:"babeI'msorryforthelasttime"

Beast:"waterunderthebridge"

Me:"you'resure"?

Beast:"I'mjustgladI'llseeyoutonight"

Me:"wemissyou,ingaskesibuyenawe"

Beast:"hahahadidIhearyoucorrectly"?

Me:"don'tdothat"

Beast:"besigxothwenguwenje,ukhalelaningoku"?



Me:"Iwasjustsaying"

Beast:"worryyamasikazobuya"

Me:"didyoujustsay'worryyam'tatakhe"?

Waphelayintsini,Ijoinedin.He'sactuallyusingmy

ownwordsandphrasesagainstmeandhecaught

meoffguard ‍♀.

Beast:"youknowIloveyou"

Me:"eshe...Howbusyareyounextweek"?

Beast:"Idon'tknow,whyareyouasking"?

Me:"Iwasthinkingoftakingthekidsshopping

MondaybeforeIcomeback"

Beast:"soyouwon'tbereturninghomeSaturday"?

Me:"ha.anandiyacingaiChristmasisondelesowe

havetobuyiimpahlazabantwanakwangokuImight

nothaveachancegoingforward"

Beast:"onthatnote,there'ssomethingyoushould



know..."

Me:"oh-kay"

Beast:"uChumaisstillhere"

Me:"ndizofikaeselaphonalate"?

Beast:"yes,ingathiuzobakhonanakulomcimbi"

Me:"oh"

Beast:"you'reokaywiththatmos"?

Ndakhendathula...

Beast:"Imean,howdoyoufeelaboutit"?

Me:"noI'llbefine,don'tstress"

Beast:"Ijustdon'twantdramamamakhe,wehave

enoughalready"

Me:"apparentlyIbringdrama,thankyouverymuch"

Beast:"ndiyayaziindawoenawenoChumababypls"

Me:"kay"



Beast:"asilwangamos"?

Me:"nope"

Beast:"good,andizokwaziukukhaw'lelakebutI'll

sendadriver"

Me:"cool"

Beast:"awuqumbangababy"?

Me:"I'mfine,seeyoujustnow"

Beast:"sharp"

Wehungup

Ipackedlehoodieandsocks,andafewotherthings

IthoughthemightneedthenIcalledthedriverto

takeustotheairport.

Whenwegotthere...thejetwasn'tthereyetsoItook

thekidsforalilsnackbeforesihambeni.

Uba:"siyaphithinamama"?

Me:"Siyakutatakho"



Uve:"tatamnoSino"?

Me:"ewemntanam,ityauyezauuncleMo"

TheyatewhileIcalledLwandisoagain,wellforoneI

missedhimandtwoIneededhimforsomething.

Lindo:"Tee"

Me:''hey,uSosoakakabuyi"?

Lindo:"ha.aingathibaseMonti"

Me:"ohokay,maybeI'llseehim.Sharp"

Lindo:"You'reinEastLondon"?

Me:"I'monmywayoverthererightnow"

Lindo:"oh..."

Me:"sharp"

Lindo:"sharp"

Ihungup...decidednottocallLandileagain,akhonto



ingxamileyo.

MotextedsoweleftandboardedthePJ.Hehada

copilotwithhimandtheytookthekids,Idon'tknow

whybutUbawasexcitedhedidn'tevenwaitformy

approval.Igotmyselfjuiceandpreparedmyspirit

forwhateverawaitsmeinEastLondonespecially

sinceIsensedsomeweirdvibesfromhisbrother

earlierandwithChumaaround iwasguaranteed

togettheworstofallweekends.

Justthenmyphonebeeped...

"IkindagetthatyouandLwandisoarefriendsand

maybecousinsbutwhatIdon'tgetishowthis

relationshipofyoursworkssowellforyouwhilethe

restofushavetosuffer.Lwandisoreturnsfrom

Portugalandyou'rethefirstpersonhevisits?What

abouthisfamily?Hisotherfriends?Hisgirlfriend?I

onlyfindoutaweeklaterthathe'sbackinSAand

I'msupposedtobefinewithit?HaysanaIcan't.To

makethingsworseyoukeeponcalling,ifIdidn't



knowbetterI'dsaysingoKbut...I'mnottryingto

brewupafight,I'mjustsayingthisbecauseI'm

wonderinghowyou'dfeelifumntuwakhowoulddo

exactlyasLwandisodoeskuwe."

Yhondavelandamatha.Iknewirongolentoyenziwa

nguLwandisobutIdidn'ttakehimuponitthoughI

wantedtoatthetime,butLwandisoisanadultnje

‍♀andmyconcernatthetimewashis

family,nowI'mblamedforhisdoingsornotso

doingsinhisrelationship,Iknowasozendiyithande

isenziwangumyeniwam.Itextedback...

"I'msorry"

Ihadnootherwords,ndivelendamathaonthereal.

MykidsonlycametomewhenwelandedinELand

thedriverwasalreadywaiting,Iaskedhimtotake

metotownfirstndiqalengezizintobendizozithenga

thenwedrovehome.WhenIhadcalledNqabaand



hetoldmeChumawasstillthereIdecidedba

ndiphumekwasendlinindinxibenjengamfazi...no

jeans umalumeuzobeesenzaiexamplengam

phakathikwabantu.

Uba:"Nankutatam"

Ilookedoutsidethewindow,hewaspushinga

wheelbarrowwithfirewood.

Uve:"mamaamiseimotoyakho"

Me:"ayomotoyamle"

Theguyhootedandstopped,loweringthewindow.

Yesumvawashisbuthavingsuchanidenticaltwin

onecouldeasilymistakethetwo,soIwasntreally

sureifnguyenacozebephambikwethuenxibei

overallebluengezantsiamaquza...andnoshirt.



Uve:"tatam"

Iheardthewheelbarrowstopyhobaxhumaandwent

tothewindow

Beast:"YoungKings,uphiumama"?

Uvetriedpullingmeupsothatndivelenam I

wasn'teveninthatsituationkemna

Uba:"nankuyacofaphoneyakhe"

Theirfatherpeeped,kissingthemashisheadpassed

theirsandsawme.Hesmiled,Iblushed...

Beast:"mh,ntoniwazenzaserious"?

Yho hesaidthatwiththatdeepgroan-likevoice

fromdeepwithinhisthroat,ndazivandinyibilika

ngaphakathiinaninstant butmyfear



was,whatifitain'thim .

Beast:"awusablush'i,khasondele"

Me:"khayekeman"

Beast:"bhekelandoda"

Uveshiftedandstoodbetweenmylegs,yangena

yonkeintlokoKatatakhegivingmeachanceto

makesurenguyenaandtheonlythingIcouldcheck

wasthetattooonhischestthroughthelightlytinted

windowcozbanamanxebabobabiniezimbanjeni.I

justchuckledwhenInoticedaglimpseofthetattoo

ndabendihlekabawenzani?

Hekissedmeonthelipsandmovedhisfacebacka

bitjustsohecouldtalk..

Beast:"awsemhle"

Me:"thankyou"

Beast:"Mziumenzeniumnkam?Kuthenienyabilenje"



MziandIjustlaughed,haibokuthiniunyaba?He

kissedmeagainndsalibelekuhleka

Beast:"seeyouinside"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"boys"

Uve:"uyaphitatam"?

Beast:"ndiyezaaphemvakwenu"

TheMziguyrolledupthewindowsaswedrove

sayongenaeyardini,yepbekukhoabantu.Iguessnot

asfullandcrowdedasitwouldeventuallygeton

Saturday.Owentandosawusfirstandcamerunning

tothecar,heopenedthedoorandlaughedashesaw

UbaandUvewabakhuphaonlyseeingmeemva

kwabo

Owe:"mamolweni"



Me:"bigboy,unjani"?

Owe:"excited,dadsaysyou'retakingusshopping

nextweek"

Ilaughedathisenthusiasmashehelpedusoffload

someofthethings,MzisaidIshouldleave

everythinguzandingeniselasoItookmyhandbag

andoneshoppingbagndangenaendlini.

"Aahwafikaumakotiwasemaqocweni"

Icontemplatedonturningndimjongelomntu

utshoyoforasec...

"Umntukusetyenzweivekiyonkeemziniwakhe

azofikaselugqityweyonkinto!Kumnandikulemizi"

...thenIdecideditain'tworthit.
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Noxolowalkedouteshoutisatosomegirlswho

weresittingoutside...

Me:"molwenimakazi"

Noxy:"Heeeeawsemhlemakoti,khasondele"

Wehugged,shelookedaround...kindaguessedshe

waslookingforthekids

Me:"bamkenoOwe"

Noxy:"Oohndicingbaubashiyile,umazalawakho

usalungisairoomyakhondilandele...Heeey

Asiphe,nisahlelapha"!!!??

uyatshanankumntu!



Wewalkedinside,shemadeteaandcookiessayae

lounge.Iremovedmysandals myfeetwanted

slippers.

Noxy:"unjani,hehawuyellowsana"

Me:"ndiyaphilamakazi,ninjaninina"?

Noxy:"Siyaphilanathi,kunjaniemsebenzini"?

weneverhavesuchlousyconversation,soIwas

curious.What'sgoingon?Andshemusthaveread

mymind...

Noxy:"ubusykangakanani?Nextweeksiyaezlalini

tointroducethetwins"

Me:"Kantikwenziwaningoku"?

Noxy:"haythisisjusttointroducethemtothefamily

butoyenamcimbingulouzakubanextweek"

Me:"oh"



Noxy:"kuzofunekakenalawakhoasoleesinziwa

imbelekokubakuzobekusenziwabonkeabantwana

"

Me:"imbeleko"?

Noxy:"ewekalok,kuthwaabakayenzelwasoiyobantle

intoyokubasibadibanisebonkeemvakomcimbi

wooyise"

Me:"canIthinkaboutit"?

Noxy:"Akhontoyothinkabout'akulentoLuthando,

lisikolalaphaelisanufunausimoshelaabantwana

ngezizilunguzenu"

Me:"I'mnotsayingnoqhamakazindcelaunikwaa

chancetosleeponit,andutatakheakakathethinam

ngalento"

Noxy:"akakayazinayendizomxelelaxandimbonile

okoebebusy"

Me:"oh"

Noxy:"njengokoungumntuuhlalaedolophinike

iyakuncedaintoyokubauzameabantubokuncedisa

nextweekbecauseabafazibasezlaliniabamncedisi



umntuongazihambiyoizintozabo"

Me:"oh"

Noxy:"don'tstressyourselftoomuchngalona,uyena

unzimaumsebenzingulouzayo"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...Ifeltambushed.

Noxy:"I'llwritealistofthethingsthatwillbeneeded

fornextweek,uzamekeplsukuyiqwalasela.

Welcomehomemamthile"

Akwabisehlanalotea...

Itookmybagandwalkedupto"my"room,Icould

smellawoman'sfragrancebutIignoreditandwent

straighttotheclosetndafikakukhoiibagsezimbini...

Startled,Iclosedtheclosetdoorsandwalkedtothe

doorndavulakanyexakungenauChuma.Thenit

madesense...



Her:"Trina"

Me:"Chuma"

Shewalkedin,Iwalkedout.

Her:"ubukhangelabanimaybeIcanhelpyou"?

Me:"uhm,noitsfinesisindiright"

Her:"oooh"

Ireturnedtotheloungelebendishiywekuyo

kakade,mymotherin-lawwalkedinwithabigsmile

soIgotupandwehugged.

Ma:"unjanimntanam"?

Me:"I'mokayma,unjaniwena"?

Ma:"ndiyaphilanam,comeletmeshowyouyour

room"



Ididn'tsayaword,Ijustfollowedbehindher.Wegot

tothepreparedroom,Ididn'treallymindthatitwas

atthefarendofthehouse...butleyokunikauChuma

aroomthatwaspreviouslyorratherusuallymine

xandilaphawasindeedraisingsomeunpleasantness

onmyconscious.But,sinceIwaswarnednottobe

dramaticIdecidedtoshutmymouthandacceptthe

courtesyIwasreceiving.Inoticedthatmybags

werealreadyinhere...

Mymotherin-lawsatdownonthecornerofthebed

andwaitedformetojoinher,IpretendedasifIdidn't

seehersoIstartedsearchingformyslippersinmy

bagthenItookoutmytoiletrybag.

Ma:"izohlalaphakhesincokolemakoti"

Me:"uhm...yazmabendicingangoqalendivase"

Ma:"Iwon'ttakelong,come"

Idraggedmyfeettoherandsatdown.



Ma:"umyeniwakhotoldmeaboutthepregnancy.

Ndiyanivuyelamntanam"

Me:"enkosimama"

Ma:"Ihopeyoudon'tmindthechangeofrooms,its

nothingpermanentespeciallysinceyou'llbeleaving

soonerthanher"

Me:"uhm,itsokaymama"

Ma:"benditshilobaawuzobanangxaki"

Me:"ubutshilo"?

Ma:"uOwentandoebendinqandangokundinikau

Chumalaroomkubaebevilebauyeza,ndambonano

Chumaunakoukungayifunincam"

Me:"oh"

Ma:"okaykemntanamungayovasaI'llmakesure

someonebringsyoufood"

Me:"nomamadon't,andilambanga.I'lljustbath

ndizonincedisa"

Ma:"hayphumlasisi,ungancedisangomso"

Me:"haybondifika?I'msurethere'ssomethingIcan



domama"

Ma:"okaykemntanam,ndizokucelelainyamapha

phandleungaphekelaabantwanaisupper"

Me:"okaythankyou"

Shesmiledandwalkedout,Iwenttobath.Didn't

reallyneednosoaking,cameoutandworealong

dresswithmyslippersneqhiya.ThenIswitchedoff

mytab,tookmyiPhoneandheadsetstothekitchen

andbumpedontoGhost...

Ghost:"madam"

Me:"hi"

Ghost:"ugrand"?

Me:"grandwena"?

Ghost:"goodgood,uthiumyeniwakhoyouhave

somethingforme"

Me:"ohyeah"



Iturnedbacktotheroom,hefollowedbehindme.I

tookouthispackagendamnikaheopeneditand

smiled...

Ghost:"Hesaidsomethingaboutextrasocksthathe

askedyoutobring"

Me:"oh"

Ilookedforthesocks,ndasolendimnikanevest

ezimbini.

Ghost:"thankyou"

Me:"Sure"

Ndaphumakemnaandwenttothekitchen,whenI

gotthereayoungmanhadjustwalkedinwitha

bowlfullofsheepmeatsoIstartedoffbycutting

themeatintostewchopsthenboiledit.Sinowalked



in...

Sino:"mamamolweni"

Wehugged,theexcitementthekidshad....

Me:"awumhle,ubuphingokubesifika"?

Sino:"Bendihambenosisi...Doyouwantmetohelp

you"?

Me:"canyoupeelvegetables"?

Shewenttotakeapeelerfromthedrawerandsat

downonthebarstools...

Sino:"Uzolalaphimama?UmamaKaOweulalain

yourroom"

Me:"hayitsokaymntanamumakhuluhasprepared

anotherroomforme"



Sino:"oohokay,isthebedbigenough?Cozthina

sizolalanawe"

Me:"I'msuresizokwanelalove"

Sino:"oohokay"

Well... ‍♀

Shehelpedwiththeveggies,Imadepapandstew

thenIgrilledtherestofthemeatincasetheolder

twinsbafuneutyanathi.

Icookeddinnerenoughforeveryone,dishedupfor

thekidsandmademyselfasmoothiethenwentto

myroom.IchangedintoPJsandgotinbedand

textedmyhusband:

"Ndcelaundijongeleabantwanabaphandle"

Hecalled...



Me:"tatakhe"

Beast:"Balaphakuthi"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"uhlelinabani"?

Me:"Alone"

Beast:"okayndiyeza"

Me:"youdon'tneedto,I'msleepinganyway.Please

JustmakesurebatyilebeforebalaleandtheirPJs

arehereyoucansendOwetocomefetchthem"

Hedidn'trespondbutIheardsomeshufflinglike

umntuorhwatshazelisasomething...

Me:"tatakheuyandiva"?

Beast:"Ndcelauvule,myhandsaretied"

Me:"ndivulephi?DidyouhearwhatIjustsaid"

Beast:"I'moutside,kitchendoor"



Me:"yho...okay"

Ayikudeiroomendikuyofromthekitchen Igot

up,wrappedagownandwenttoopenforhim.He

hadbothhissonsonhisarmsandtheywerefast

asleepbexhaphengamafuthabemdaka .We

followedeachothertothebedroom,Iwenttorun

themabathsozebalalebenjenobasekuthwani

kalok.Ireturnedtothemndabakhululandithe

cwaka,hegotholdofbothmyhandsndamjonga

Beast:"youokay"?

Me:"yeah...whywouldn'tIbe"?

Beast:"Idunno,justmakingsure"

Ismiled,hehuggedme.Okaywehuggedforasec

thensancedisanainundressingthekids

Beast:"whyungabayekibalalemamakhe"?



Me:"they'llsoilthesheetsandwewon'thavemuch

timetowashthembeforewego"

Beast:"I'msureumakhuluwon'tmind,sheknows

theyarejustkids"

Me:"andifuniumsokolisatatakhetana"

Wathula

Sayobafakaebhafiniandbathedthem.

Me:"umakazisethethilenawe"?

Beast:"ngantoni"?

Me:"uthinextweekabantwanabazokwenzelwa

imbeleko"

Beast:"haibo,kutheniezoxelelawenaengatshongo

kum"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,butmaybeshewantedmetohave

enoughtimeinfindingpeopletohelpme"



HestoppedbathingUveandlookedatme.

Beast:"helpyouwithwhat"?

Me:"andiyazikalokubabe,inobatohelpme

nomsebenzisinceabafazibaseezlaliniwouldn'tlift

aspoonuncedisaumfaziwasedolophini

ongazihambiyoizintozabo"

Beast:"Hm"

Wetookthekidsout,dressedthembalala.
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WhenweweredonewithtuckingintheboysIwent

tocleanupthebathroomandreturnedbacktothe

bedroomndafikaengqengqilengomqoloecofa

iphoneyam.Igotinbednexttomysons...

Hesatupandfacedme,Icouldseeuncertaintyinhis

eyesbutIwasn'tinthemoodforargumentsatall.

HellitsstillWednesdaykozekubeSaturdaynini



kwenziwelomcimbi?KozekubeMondaynini

ndizogoduka?Phof,Icouldgoshoppingnabantwana

ngomsoandleaveSaturdayasscheduled...

Beast:"baby"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"usharp"?

Me:"Yep"

Beast:"Nalique"

Isighed...

DudeIhadalumpinmythroat!Ifeltlikeanoutsider

aphaanditdidn'tfeelniceatall.

Me:"whydidyourmumgiveyourexmyroom?When

shefullyknewndiyeza"

Beast:"Idon'tknow,I'mnotinvolvedinthosekinda

things"



Me:"kay"

Beast:"areyoucomfortableinthisroom"?

Me:"yeah"

Beast:"Thenlet'sleaveitasitis"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"ignoreumakaziakhombelekoizokwenziwa

aphandingatshongo,andiwazikwalomsebenzinithi

uzokwenziwanextweekbekuthwekumnanku

umsebenziusenziwangoku"

Me:"maybeusezokuxelelakaloktatakhe"

Beast:"Kwaleyokubaandiyekeivekiyonkendihleli

nayeazotshokuweisdisrespecttome"

Me:"I'msorry"

Beast:"nobabedon'tbe...UtheninaLuthando?Are

yousureyou'refeelingokay"?

Me:"Ijustdon'twanttocausedrama"

Hesighed...wellthosewerehiswords,right?



Beast:"Ididn'tmeanitlikethatsthandwasam"

Me:"cool"

Beast:"Luthandotorho"

Me:"lookuhm,I'vechangedmymindaboutstaying

tillMonday.I'mgoingbackhomeonSaturday

immediatelyaftertheceremony"

Beast:"ayongxakileyowe'llgobacktogether"

Me:"that'snotnecessary,I'msureyourfamilyneeds

youhere"

Beast:"you'remyfamily,I'mgoinghomewhenyou're

goinghome"

Me:"babykuzophindakuthethwengamapha,I'm

suretheyhaveenoughtotalkaboutalready.Please"

Beast:"Idon'tcareaboutthem,you'reprioritytome.

Youdon'tevenhavetoliftafingerwhenyoudon't

feellikeit.Awusoslavesamntu"

Me:"butndingumfaziwalapha"

Beast:"Luthandoyou'remywife,ifanyonehasa



problemwithyoukuzofunekaatshokum"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"souzokwenzanjaningabantwanangathi

ubutheuzobathengelaiimpahla"

Me:"we'llgototowntomorrowmorning"

Beast:"okay,letmegobacktotheguysoutside

beforendizolandwa"

Me:"sur-"

SinoandOwebargedin...

Owe:"ohdad,sorrytodisturbyou.Wedidn'tknow

you'rehere"

Sino:"areyoualsogonnasleepheredad"?

Beast:"uhmnoI'monmywayout,nizolalaphanina"?

Owe:"yep"

Beast:"nonke"?

Sino:"thebedisbigenoughforallofusdaddy"



Beastlookedatme,Ishrugged,thekidsdidsaythey'll

sleephere.AndIwasokaywiththat,thebed'sbig

enoughthoughitain'tnoKingsizebed.

Beast:"oh-kayIguessthisisgoodnight.Pleasedon't

kickmywifewhileyou'resleeping"

Thekidsburstoutintolaughter,hekissedmeonthe

lips,huggedhiskidskissingthosewhowerealready

asleep.Oncehewasgoneweallgotinbedandthe

conversationsstarted...

Owe:"mamauyayazmosyoupromisedusthatwe'll

gotoPEoncetheschoolsclose"?

Sino:"Andyoupromisedusshopping"

Owe:"yhomamaIsawthisVans,itsblackand

white..."

Sino:"IwantaJordanmnashame"



Owe:"haySinomomwilljustbuyyouijens"

Sino:"yhuuuOweijens?Never"

Owe:"ifyou'regettingJsthenI'mgettingTimbs"

Sino:"Timbalands?Yho,mnk.Haveyoutoldyour

othermomyet"?

Owe:"amIsupposedto"?

Sino:"maybeshebroughtyousomethingkalok"

Owe:"ngekudalaeyikhuphilekuninielapha"

Sino:"mama"?

Me:"mh"?

Sino:"uAnelisaebefikileendiphathelenew

swimmingcostumeandsummershoes"

Me:"mmh,youshouldpackthosewhenyou'regoing

toPEthere'sapoolattheback"

Owe:"andabeachnearby,yhoIcan'twait.Aphau

makhuludoesn'tevenwantustogotothebeach

xakushushu"

Sino:"uthiwehavepoolsatschoolkodwawedon't



swimeverytimekushushu"

Me:"kalokumakhulumdalaguys,I'msureshe

worriesaboutyoursafety"

Sino:"buttherearelifeguardsatthebeach"

Owe:"andmawehavedrivers,isn'tthatsafeenough"?

Me:"hahahayhoyouguys"

Theconversationwentonandonuntilweallfell

asleep,ekuseniIwokeuppasteightndivuswangu

Ubabaloolambileyo.

Me:"stayhereI'llgomakeyouporridge"

Uba:"uphiutatam"?

Me:"andimazi"

Uba:"banilolalileapha"?

Iwenttowashmyface,lookedformealiemealand

startedcookingmealiporridgeforjustthekids.



AftermytalkwithhubbyIdecidedtodothingsmy

wayndisukeendleleniyomntu,thatwayI'llavoid

causingorbeingpartofanydrama.While

cooking,mamawalkedinwithNoxolo,Chumaand

twootherwomen.Ipretendedasifandibaboni

thoughbangenebehlekakumnandi,Iwasstirringthe

porridgetoavoidlumps

Ma:"molomakoti,Ithoughtyou'dstillbeinbed.

Uvusweyintonieksenikangaka"?

Me:"Theki-"

Noxy:"uvukile,eminikangaka"?

Thatwasmy"shutup"moment,whateverelsethey

saidafterthatIdon'tknowbecauseIjustfocused

ontheporridgeandwhenitwasreadyIdishedup

forabantwanandagalelaamanziembizeni.Iwent

backtotheroomwiththefourbowlsinone

tray,margarine,sugarandmilkndafikakuvuke

wonkumntu.



Uve:"ipapayam"

Owe:"that'sthefirstwordyousaytomommywhen

youwakeup"?

Uve:"morningmommy"

Me:"morningbaby,pleasegowashyourfacesand

brushyourteeth"

Iputtheirbowlsonthefloor,takingokwetwins

ndakupholisa.Theyallcamebackandstarted

eating...

Me:"whenyou'redoneplswashyourbowlsnibuye

nizovasa"

Owe:"wegoingsomewhere"?

Me:"we'regoingshopping"

Sino:"yeeeeees"



Thewayeveryonerushedthroughtheporridgewas

hilariouseventheyoungeroneswerecaughtupin

thisrush.

WhentheyweredoneIbathedmysons,whileaba

badalawenttowashthebowlsthenIbathedmyself

withmyyoungkings.Whenwegotout,theirdadwas

intheroomactuallyonthebedremovinghisshoes

Twins:"tatam"!!!!

Beast:"heeey,yhoniyavasagents"

Uba:"sawambasayaetownthina"

Beast:"CanIcometoo"?

Uve:"yes,bathqala"

Beast:"mmmh,Ineedtosleepfirstyoungking"

Uvelookedatme,Iwantedtolaughatthefacehe

pulled butIjustsmiledasIputthemonthebed

ndizobathambisa.



Beast:"baby"

Me:"Mmh"?

Beast:"goodmorning"

Me:"morning"

Beast:"andwhere'smymorningkiss"?

Me:"ungakhangeuxukuxebaby?"

Beast:"soawundithandi"?

myhusbandwasbasicallydrunkandtherewas

nothingIcoulddoorsayaboutit.

Beast:"LuthandowamakandithandiUvelile"

Uve:"mamamwuthandiwenautatam"?

Uba:"hayiniumama"

‍♀ndasukandakhumbulathatdayoneofthem

criedfowlbecauseIdidn'tsay"Iloveyou"totheir

dadwhenhecalledussisePortugal .Haynda



sukandabahleka

Beast:"LuthandoGwalawam"

Me:"NqabaGwalawam"

Beast:"youdon'tlovemenomore"?

Me:"I'dneverstopevenifIwantedto"

Beast:"yaphosisa,Iknowyoudon'tlovemenomore"

Me:"ukhululeuyovasapls,uzongcolisaamasheetKa

mamakho"

Beast:"I'llbathovukakwam"

‍♀

Ileftthekidsandwenttohimonthefurthersideof

thebedandtookhishandpullinghimoutofbed..he

willinglyfollowedmetothebathroom.Ihelpedhim

undressendidwabelayonkintoleincluding

everythinghisbrothersaidaboutmebeforendifike

thenIlefthimintheshower,hopinguzophuma

utywalabupheletuaphentloko.



Beast:"babeIthoughtwe'rebathingtogether"

Me:"don'tforgettobrushyourteethwhenyou're

done"

Beast:"willIgetmykisswhenI'mdone"?

Me:"maybe"

Iwenttodressmykids:matchingdenim

shorts,whitevestsandroundneckt-shirtsand

differentcolouredsleevelessbomberjackets.He

walkedoutofthebathroomwrappedinacleanfresh

gown,hecametohugmefrombehindasIwas

abouttogetdressed

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"you'resmiling"

Me:"that'showmyhusbandshouldsmell"

Beast:"ooohnowI'myourhusband"?

Me:"ubukhewayeka"?



Beast:"andiyazikaloku"

Iremovedhisarmsfrommybodyandturnedtoface

himwancumaasItouchedhisface.

Me:"abukufaneliutywalayaz"

Beast:"worsewandivumandiphetheiglassye

whiskeykekuyoyonkelonto"

Me:"Iknow"

Beast:"ndiligintsa"

Me:"Iknowthattoo"

Beast:"thenwhyareyoutrynachangeme"?

Me:"onecanonlydreamnjebaby,Iknowandlove

youforwhoandwhatyouare.Alwayshaveand

alwayswill"

Hesmiledandkissedme,Iresponded,wrappingmy

armsaroundhisneckashishandslandedonmy



waist.Wekissedforawhilethenbrokeoffthekiss...

Istartedgettingdressed,hekissedmycheekand

wenttobed.WhenIwasdoneIlookedathimfor

approval

Beast:"youlooklikemywife"

Me:"that'snotgoodenough,IwannalooklikeI'm

single"

Heremoveshisblackcardfromhiswalletandgave

memumbling"pityyouain'tsingle"ndamhleka .

Me:"Carkeys"?

Wazikhuphanazo,Ididn'twannausedriverskanti

ziyadingekaaphakubekuthethelwalonto.Oweand

Sinowalked,alreadydressed,theyeachtookatwin

aswelefttheirdad.
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Wepassedeveryotherroomwithoutbeingnoticed

nordidwenoticeanyone,untilwegotoutofthe

house.Mazalawasoutsideeatingimifinowithother

olderwomen...

Ma:"heeeabasebahleabazukulwanabam"

Ijustsmiled,greetedandwalkedaheadtothecar

whiletheyspokewiththekids.Ubabaloleftthem

phabesazimiselebeteketisaandcamestraightto

thecar,Iopenedthebackpassengerdoorforhim

thenndajikaimotokubasizophuma.AuntNoxy

walkeduptous...

Noxy:"makoti"

Me:"makazi"

Noxy:"uright"?

Me:"ndiright,wenauright"?

Noxy:"ndiright,iskeyangathiubuqumbarhaksasa



ngokubesikubulisa"

Me:"benindibulisa"?

Noxy:"ksasangokuubuphekaipapa"

Me:"doIhaveareasonyoqumbamakazi"?

Noxy:"notthatIknowof"

Me:"thenIshouldguesswe'reonthesamepage"

Noxy:"ooh,Iseeniyaetown"

Me:"yeah,I'msurethat'sallowed"

Noxy:"hayitsallowedsisingabantwanabakhoaba

asizokunqandaxaucingeukubakhupha"

Me:"mmh"

Noxy:"qhaIwaswonderingubungenohambanayeno

Chuma?"

Me:"mna?NdihambenoChuma?Ndimsaphi

mhlawumbi"?

Noxy:"asumamakaOwentandomaybeyoushould

trytoinvolveherxausenzaizintonomntwanawakhe

nowthatekhonanaye,I'msuggestingnjesisi



andikugqibeli"

Me:"nothankyou"

Noxy:"she'sstillumamaKaOwedespitehowyou

feelabouther"

Me:"despitehowIfeelabouther?Mnk,withalldue

respectmakazi,uChumaubangumamaKa

Owentandowhenshedecides.Ifshewantstobe

involvedemntaneniwakheIdon'tseewhyezo

involve'wandim.Shemustmakeaneffortonher

own"

Noxy:"ohLuthandoakhoneedyonyusailizwi

sithethasobabiniapha"

Ilookedatherstraightintheeyes...

Me:"arewedone"?

Noxy:"Ihopeyou'llbebackintimeforlunch"

Me:"I'msureuChumacanmanagetomakelunchon

herown"

Iwasclosetoboiling...yazndiyaqheleka .



Noxy:"Iknowyoudon'tliketheideaofChumabeing

herebutkuzofunekauginyenobakuyakrakrakesisi

cozkulemisebenzimingakaizayonizoncedisana"

Me:"wendeniniuChumamakazilentondizothi

ndingomolokazanawalaphandincedisweyinkazana

yalapha"?

Noxy:"hayLuthando"

Me:"that'syouranswer"?

Noxy:"akendanga"

Me:"sokuniI'mthatlowthatnindidibanisanedikazi

whohappenstobemyhusband'sexgirlfriend"?

Noxy:"oohLuthandoakhangesiyithathekanjalo"

Me:"niyithathenjanikemakazi?Kule5minutes

ndinayotosparekhandenzeleisummary"

Noxy:"Ntandowantedherherefortheceremonyand

kusekhonalentoyembelekosoallwe'retryingtodo

istomakeherfeelwelcome.That'sall"

Me:"qhubanikelentoniyenzayo,niyipaseqha"



Noxy:"Luth-"

Idroveclosertotheexitandwaited...

Ghostfollowedtherestofthekidsastheywalkedto

thecarholdinghands.

Ghost:"Thekidssayy'allaregoingtotown"

Ikeptquiet,itwasthebestIcoulddounderthe

circumstances,andthenIwaitedforthekidsto

fastentheirseatbelts.

Ghost:"ndcelauninikela"

Me:"ntoni,phi"?

Ghost:"kwaTruworths,Ineedabelt"

Me:"itsoutofourway"

Ghost:"pleaseMrslebhlukhwendicingaukuyinxiba

ifunaibhanti"



Iextendedmyhandformoney...

Ghost:"andinamaliaphakum,undthengele

kweyakho"

Istartedtheignitionanddroveoutfullyknowing

andizoyenzalontomnaIdon'tcarenobayeka

brotherwakhelemali.Whenwewereoutoftheyard

Ididn'tknowwhetherIshoulddrivetoKings

Mall,HemingwaysMallorRetailParkbutintheendI

choseRPbecauseofthepeaceandquiet.Akufane

kugcwalephaya.Thekidswereexcitedaswewent

fromshoptoshopthenwedrovetoHemsfortheir

shoesandacoupleofthingsfortheirdadnoba

khangeatsho.WeendedupgoingtoTruworths

andIboughtthebeltthoughIdidn'twantto,whenwe

weredonebuyingwewenttoputtheshoppingbags

inthecarandwenttoeat,afterthatwewenttothe



movies,aftertwomovieswewenttoplay

games...whilstplayinggamesIremoved"flight"

modeoffmyphonezagalelekaiimessagesand

missedcallnotifications.IonlyrespondedtoLibo

andhubby,obviouslystartingngomyenikqala...

Beast:"babe"

Me:"Imissedyourcalls"

Beast:"Iwasjustcheckingupony'allkudalanoko

nimnkile"

Me:"don'ttellmeusalele"

Beast:"hm.mh"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"nibuyanini"?

Me:"sobuyangesupper"

Beast:"haiboLuthando"

Me:"thekidsarestillhavingfunnjetatakhendithini

ke"?



Hesighed...

Me:"okay,what'sgoingon"?

Beast:"oomazalabakhowereaskingforyou"

Me"buttheysawmeleaving"

Beast:"theykindaexpectyoutomakedinner,since

you'vebeengonetheentireday"

Me:"ayongxakikalokleyonjewhykengokuwena

uphefumlelephezulwana"?

Hechuckled..

Beast:"niphingoku"?

Me:"Hems"

Beast:"ndiyeza"

Me:"uzothinikengokuwena"?

Beast:"kuyacacakumnandikuleHemsnahlalaimini

yonkefondini"

Me:"mnandikhupheabantwana,aslongasthey're



happythenI'mgood"

Beast:"mmh,Ihopeumntuweblackcardisn't

forgotten"

Me:"likhonaithembalobaungalibalekanaKing"?

Ifelthimsmile

Beast:"awatshokamnandi"

Me:"haaa!Byebyebabemanyou'redistractingme"

Beast:"mmkay,loveyou"

Me:"loveyou"

Wehungup,IdialedLiboimmediately.

Libo:"hisisisorrytodisturbyou"

Me:"noitsfine,what'sup"?

Libo:"wehavealilproblem"



Me:"oh-kay"

Libo:"theguysfromthecaféhavestartedago-slow"

Me:"why"?

Libo:"apparentlytheyhaveaskedforameetingwith

youlastmonthalreadyregardingtheirgrievances

andyouneverpitchedsotheyfeelneglected"

Me:"okay...bayekebenjaloI'llsortitoutMonday"

Libo:"okaysisi"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup...

IcouldsendhubbytogotoPEtonightandmeetwith

theworkerstomorrowmorningabuyerightafter

but,angabuyaebagxothilelomntu.I'veseenhimwith

hisownpeople,akacengikakhulu.Iwenttocheckon

thekidsthenGoogledaplacewhereIcouldorder

braaiyenziwethenndithethengodlulangayo,Ifound

itandcalledthem.Iplacedanorderforinyamaye

R400thenonourwayhomeIstartedatCheckersto

buysaladingredientsthenwewenttofetchthe



meatsagodukasekulatenyhani.Itwastwodays

beforetheceremony...

Wegreetedeveryoneintheloungeandwenttoput

ourbagsinourrooms,obuyakwamndabuyane

bhantilikaGhostndamnikathenIwenttothe

kitchenndakhuphelalanyamaKuTupperndapheka

pap,saladsandbraaiedmeat.Uvewalkedinerhuqa

itowel yhu,wagqibelaniniubelekwasedearhuqe

itowel?

Uve:"mamaafunulala"

Me:"ambolalakalok"

Uve:"memeke"

Me:"yhuhayUvelile"

Hestartedcrying,Owefollowedin.

Owe:"izasiwambesiyolalayoungking"

Uve:"afuni"

Owe:"let'sgotodaddy"



Uve:"akakhoudaddypha"

Owe:"ukhonaizobona"

Uve:"angudaddywammanlona"

thatwastrue,itwasGhost,ukubauyazinjaniu

UveIdon'tknow.

Me:"inatakemyphoneandcalldaddy"

JustasigavethemthephoneChumawalkedin

fromoutside.OwetookmyphonewafunqulauUve

basishiya...

Chuma:"CanIhelpyouwithanything"?

Itotallyignoredher.

Chuma:"Trina"?

Me:"Chuma"?

Chuma:"awudingiuncediswantweni"?

Me:"khuphaizityanamacephe,uzosule,rinsethe



glassesandputtheminonetray"

Chuma:"sure"

IcontinueddoingwhatIwasdoinguntilshesaid

she'sdone,Itoldhertogocleanthediningroomcoz

we'regoingtositaroundthediningtableasafamily

should,worsesibaninzikangakaitkindamadesense.

Nobasizopretend'anake.WhenIwasdoneIdished

thefoodintodifferentcasseroleservingdishes,cut

themeatanddidthesamewithit.Whenwewere

bothdonewithsettingthetableIsenthertogocall

therestofthefamily

Me:"ubizenabantwanaupstairs"

Chuma:"yesma'am"

IwasonlybeingcivilwithherbecauseIwantedto

avoiddramaaltogether.Shereturnedwitheverybody

else,Uveinhisfather'sarmsandUbainNtando's

arms.Noxoloandtherestoftheextendedfamily



weregonetotheirownhomesbebezolalaapha

Fridaynightsoumakhulutookthemasterseatatthe

farendofthetable,Nqabasatclosertothedoorbut

notonthesecondmasterseatandIsatnexttohim.

NtandoandChumasatclosertotheirmother,then

OweandSinosatdownezantsikwamleavingtwo

seatsemptyleadingtotheirgrandmother.

Uba:"tatakhe"?

‍♀

Beast:"YoungKing"

Uba:"funuhlalaphamna"

Hepointedexactlytotheemptymasterseat,the

seatthatwouldhavebelongedtothefatherofthe

houseifebekhona.

Beast:"izohlala"

Heopenedthechairforhimtosit,Uvewasstillon



hislaprelaxedasiftherestofusdon'texist.

Ma:"anikudeSinosondelanibazokwehlaoo

Luthando"

Me:"Uhm,itsokayma.Ithinksirightapha"

Weweren'tblindwhenwechosetositthere,wesat

bychoice.

Ma:"oh,okay.Let'ssharegrace"

Weallheldhandsinthisexactorder:

Nqaba>Uba>Ntando>Chuma>Mama>Sino>Owe>Me

>Uve>Nqaba.Theseatingorderkindalooked

deliberate ,aftertheprayertheywentonandon

aboutthefoodbencomangalondlelayaboIjustkept

quietndatyainyamaleqha.Nqabanudgedmeinthe

ribsndamjonga,hewhispered"usharp"?Ismiledand

nodthenwecontinuedeating,hetextedsomething



onhisphone,nextthing...myphonewhichwaswith

Owentandobeeped.Ialmostchokedtryingnotto

laughbecauseIknewitshim...

Owe:"mom,yourphone"

Me:"thanksboy"

Ireadthetext:"IbookedusaroomatTsogoSun

hotelfortonight"

Ismiledandrespondedwithjustanemoticon:" "
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" "

Myphonebeepedagain,Isawtheemoticonand

blushed,IthendecidednottorespondcozIknewit

couldgoonandonandonrightinthepresenceof

thefamily.



TheymadeconversationabouttheceremonyandI

wasn'tonebitinterested,IwasjustgladthatI'llget

tospendthenightwithhubby.Alone.Awayfromall

ofthesepeople.Myphonerang,Icheckedthescreen

andI'msuremyfaceliftup!Ithadbeenawhilesince

IheardfrombigsissoIexcusedmyselffromthe

tableandwenttothelounge..

Me:"MsKeribaby"

Keri:"hahaha!You'reinagoodmood"

Me:"whowouldn'tbe?Bigsisjustcalled"

Keri:"Imissyouguys"

Me:"wemissyoutoo,don'tyouwannavisit"?

Keri:"I'dhavetowaittilltheschoolsareclosed"

Me:"That'sokay,I'lltalktoEvetoo"

Keri:"areyousure?Withsomanykids"?

Me:"youonlyhavetwokids,EvehasonelasttimeI

checkedandIhavefour..."



Keri:"Idon'twantyourhusbandtothinkwe'retaking

over"

Me:"youcanbringLaurenI'lltrytofindoutifFatsis

availableforthemonth"

Keri:"butplsinformyourhusband"

Me:"don'tworryabouthim,I'msurehewon'tmind"

Keri:"mmkay,sowhatareyouupto?Whathaveyou

beenupto"?

Me:"yhooooissalot!I'llsavethestoriesforwhen

youvisit,butwe'reinELfortheweekend"

Keri:"youdon'tsoundenthusiasticaboutthat"

Me:"iwishIhadmarriedawhiteman,the

unnecessarypoliticshere?YhuI'vehadit"

Keri:"ButIthoughteverythingwascoolwithyourin-

laws,whatchanged"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbut,whatIknowisthatChumais

heretoo"

Keri:"whichChuma"?

Me:"theeChuma"



Keri:"okaywait,you'reinthesamehousewiththe

womanwhoburneddownahousewithyouinside?

Thesamewomanwhokilledyourfirstchild?The

samewoman...Yhu"

Me:"Sis...Icanhandleher,andpleasedon'ttell

Evelyn"

CwakauKeri...

Me:"Keri"?

Keri:"howcouldyourhusbandallowthat?He's

practicallyriskingyourlife"

Me:"Idon'tthinkhehadachoice,butwe'lltalkwhen

youvisit"

Keri:"whatdoyoumeanhehadnochoice?Trinawat

gaanaan"?

Me:"eksêmoseksaljouallesvertelwhenyouvisit"

Keri:"okay...wherearethekids"?

Me:"They'rehavingdinnerwiththerestofthefamily"



Keri:"ooh,okay.Ihopeyou'rereallyfine"

Me:"I'mokaysis,don'tworry"

Keri:"I'llcheckonyouagaintomorrowmorning"

Me:"thankyou,butyoudon'thaveto"

Keri:"andI'lldosountilyoutellmeyou'rebackinPE

inyourownnest"

Me:"yesma'am"

Keri:"kaybye''

Me:"loveyoutoo"

IknewthatI'mblessed,Ijustdidn'trealisejusthow

much.Imademywaybacktothediningroomonly

tobumpontohubbyinthepassagetalkingonthe

phone...

Beast:"pleasehold,nanku"

Me:"nankuuban"?



Beast:"you...funwanguTitus"

Me:"tellhimI'mnothere"

WandijamelaasIjustlookedathisphonenottaking

it...

"Icanactuallyhearyou"

Me:"uright,I'mnothere"

Soso:"Eshe,khawthathelephoneKutaBeastand

stopactingweird"

Itookthephone,Nqabareturnedbacktoeat,Iwent

backtothelounge.

Me:"Lwandiso"

Soso:"ugrand"?

Me:"I'mgood,you"?

Soso:"whyareyoutensewithme"?



Me:"I'mnottense"

Soso:"Trinalique"

Me:"dudeyou'reimaginingthingsokay"

Soso:"mmh,ndiyezangomsoeminindikuphathele

ntoni"?

Me:"uyezauyaphi"?

Soso:"ndizakulendawoukuyo"

Me:"uzothini"?

Soso:"yourhusbandinvitedmeover,andthetwins

fromDurbanwillbearrivingtoo"

Me:"mmh"

Soso:"butIthinkI'llhavetoarriveabitearlierthan

themsothatuzokwaziukundixelelalentoikutyayo"

Me:"bringmeamango,roastedmarshmallowsand

pecanpieplease"

Soso:"Sho,night"

Me:"night"



Ihungup...

IhadtotellhimngoLindo,Ijustdidn'twannacause

moreofacrackbetweenthem.IknowLwandiso

doesn'tbeg,butwhenhelovesyouthenbestbelieve

helovesyou.Hedecidedtorentaflatawayfromhis

familyhousebecausehecannotbeg,hecannot

standliesandmanipulationsoifLindodidvoiceher

concernskuyeaboutusmaybehethoughtshe's

trynamanipulatehimoutofourrelationshipsothat

hecanfocusonher ‍♀.Idon'tknow,I'mjust

speculating.

Ireturnedtomyseatandeveryadultintheroom

wasconversing,Ididn'teventrytogetholdofwhat

wasthetopicbutitmusthavebeenlightcozIcould

nolongerfeelthetensionthatwasintheroom

earliersoIjustsatdownandfinishedupeating.

WhenweweredoneIcollectedtheplates

ndazivasa....Nqabacametothekitchenndisavasa

ezoplates



Beast:"kutheniungaziyekiaphazivaswenguChuma?

Uphekileafterall"

Me:"letmejustfinishwhatIstartedbabe,itwon'tkill

me"

Beast:"babylookatyourfeet"

Me:"they'rejustpuffy,notpainful"

Beast:"okaybautsho"

Me:"ndcelawosule"

Hegrabbedadishclothandhelpeddrythedishes

andpackthem,hisbrotherwalkedinholdinghands

withSino...

Ghost:"ola...khasibolekeimotoyakhowe'llbebackin

aminute"

Beast:"thathaiGti,I'mgonnausemycarjustnow"

Ghost:"sure,Mrsenkosingalaway"

Me:"sure"



Ghost:"Chumashouldbehelpingyouwashthe

platesnotmybrother"

Me:"Ipreferyourbrotherthankyou"

Ghost:"you'rejustbeingantisocialmadam"

Me:"there'snothingcommonthatwouldevenspark

aconversationphakathikwamnoChumabro,no

offence"

Ghost:"howdoyouknow?Youhaven'teventriednje

okouthencakumntakwethu"

Me:"Chumaiswhat?yourgirlfriendandyourbrother

ismyhusband.Levels"

Beast:"ouch"

Ghost:"ohIsee"

Me:"nocommongroundwhatsoever"

Beast:"tshisababy"

Ghost:"awusabaseleki"

Beast:"unomntuwakhoandithinawe?Nowletme

cheermywifeinpeace"



HenodandwalkedoutwithSino,Oweranout

followingthem.

Beast:"weshouldhurryupandgetgoing"

Me:"wereyouserious"?

Beast:''tyhini"

Me:"whataboutthekids"?

Beast:"bazolalanomakhuluwabo"

Me:"asinohambanabotana"?

Beast:"nope"

Me:"andifuniukumsokolisayazbabe"

Beast:"she'salreadyagreedmamakhenowstopover

thinkingthis"

Me:"yessur"

Wefinishedup,Iwenttocheckonthekidsndafika

bengekhoinmyroomthenIwenttomymotherin-



law'sroomndafikabavaswa

Uve:"zolalaphathina"

Uba:"zolalaphiwenamama"?

Me:"eroominiyamkalok"

Uba:"ooh"

Ileftandreturnedtomyroom,ndafikalechapipha.

Me:"soitsjustfortonight"?

Beast:"youdon'thavetopackanything,leaveyour

phonesbehindtoo"

Me:"haikengoku"

Beast:"youwon'tneedthem,sihlelisizovukasibuye"

Me:"I'llleavethetabandthebusinessphoneonly"

Beast:"kay,masambeke"

Ireachedformyhandbag,hegrabbeditwayifakakwi



wardrobe Ifollowedbehindhimandlockedthe

roomasweleft.Wedrovetothehotelandchecked

in,gettingaroomwiththebeautifulpoolview

remindedmeofmyroomathomeinPE .Ijust

stoodbythewindowandadmiredthebluelights

circlingthepool,hestoodveryclosebehindmeand

heldmywaist,hisheadpeepingonthegapbetween

myheadandshouldersandhislipsfindingtheright

spotonmyneck.

Beast:"hey"

Me:"thisremindsmeofhome"

Beast:"Iknow,therestaurantdownstairsclosesat

11pmakhontouyifunayo"?

Me:"wellwedidn'thavedessert"

Beast:"let'scheckthemenu"

Me:"I'lleatwhateveryouwant"

Beast:"Iwantyou"

Me:"ha!LetmeorderkebhuticozIcan'teatme"



Hekissedmyneckandletmego,Iwanted

somethingchocolatyandsmooth.

Me:"I'llorderabananasplitwithchocolate

coating,wenaufunantoni"?

Beast:"carrotcakeandabottleofnon-alcoholic

champagne"

Me:"champagne"?

Beast:"ngunone"

Me:"itsstillchampagne"

Beast:"suactoraphakudalaunxaniwe"

Me:"haubaby!Okay,whatarewecelebrating"?

Beast:"us"

Me:"mmh"

Icalledroomserviceandorderedthenndakhulula

thedenimjacketIhadonandtheslippers,leaving



thedenimdresson somethingforhimtoworkon.

Hejoinedmeinbedkissedmeonthelipsopening

mythighssohelaybetweenthemasheslowly

teasedme.

Beast:"I'venoticedhowuneasyyouareendlini"

Me:"I'mokay"

Beast:"itsjustthetwoofushere"

Iclosedmyeyes,Ididn'twannacrybutnowthathe

raisedtheissueIsuddenlyhadahugelumpinmy

throat.Ithoughthewouldn'tnotice...

Beast:"yilentoyobakhokukaChumaendlinineh"?

Me:"Idon'twannabepettybutbabeitshardnotto

remembereverythingshe'sputmethrough"

Beast:"Iknow,I'msorry"

Me:"Ilostmybabyngenxayakhe,itdon'tmatterhow

manyotherchildrenIhave,indawoKaJuniornone



ofthemwillevercloseit"

Hewipedatearthathadcheerfullyrundownmy

cheek...

Me:"sheleftmefordeadinaburninghouse

tatakhe,howamIsupposedtobecivilwithher?"

Hewipedanothertearontheothercheek...

Me:"herfatherkidnappedme,druggedme,Ikilleda

mankuyoyonkelonto...Idon'tcareabouttheGhost

sagaandtheexchangey'alldid,tomeshe'sstillyour

exbutinall'othatI'msupposedtolikeher,workwith

her...howbethuna?HowamIexpectedtodoall

thosethingswithher"?

Okay...

BynowIwasjustamessbuthekeptoncleaningmy



faceupwithoutsayingaword,untilIwascalm.

Beast:"Idon'texpectanythingfromyoubutforyou

tobemywife,that'sall"
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Ismiledandcleanedmyselfup,hewasjustamazing.

Ithoughthe'dsayI'moverreactingorI'mjustbeing

dramaticaboutthiswholething...

Me:"thankyou,forlistening"

Beast:"that'swhatI'mherefor,you"

Me:"doyounoticehowdramaticourlivestendtobe

whenI'mpregnant"?

Beast:"youmeanwhenwe'repregnant"

Me:"yes,whenwe'repregnant"

Beast:"that'swhyIwantustogohomeimmediately

aftertheceremonySaturday,Idon'twanttoriskyour



lifeandmybaby'slife"

Me:"Youcouldstaybehindandmaybefollow

Monday"

Beast:"Ithoughtyousaidyoumissedme"

Me:"Istilldo,butyouknowhowdramaticthefamily

willbeoncesihambenisonke"

Beast:"bazobadramaticsingekhoke"

Me:"uyariskakodwatatakhe"

Weheardaknock,hewenttoopenforour

desserts,tippedthewaiteraftersettlingthebillthen

hebroughtthetraytobedndatshondaphakama

andsatupformybananasplit

HewatchedmeeatitforawhilebeforeIeven

noticedthathe'sactuallywatchingme

Me:"ndizobindwa"



Beast:"youhavethisthingyoudowhenyoueat...I

don'tknowhowtoputit,youeatwithsuchpassion"

Me:"Babeitsokaytosayndiyaphanga"

Beast:"awuphanginje"

‍♀

Hepouredmeaglassofchampagne,Iignoredit...I

neededtofinishthissplitbeforeItastedanything

else.

Beast:"how'sthelittleguytreatingyou"?

Me:"he'sgood,Ithink"

Beast:"uyashukumaorkickingtheleast"?

Me:"isn'titabittooearlyforthat"?

Beast:"Idon'tknowkalok..."

Me:"Ithinkitsalilbitearly,butIknowhe'sfine"

Beast:"whenisyournextappointment"?

Me:"Idon'thaveone,Ihadn'tbookedyet.Ziyadina



babemaniz'bhedlele"

Beast:"thenweshouldbookforMonday,I'llgowith

you"

Ihatehospitals.

Heslowlykissedmyonthelips,cornersofmy

mouth...champagneforwho?Westartedof

slowly,thepacepickedupandhecuppedoneifmy

breastsgivingitalittlesqueeze.

Beast:"I'vereallymissedyou"

Hedidn'tallowmetorespond,ourtonguescollided

andIlostallmorality.Theguy'sgameseemedalil

upped hewasdoingtrickshe'sneverdone

before whatifhe'sbeenpracticingelsewhere?As

immediateasthethoughthitmymind,Iflushedit

away.Ihadtoenjoythisverymomentwithmy



husband...

Slowly,heundressedmewellbothofusuntilwe

werestarknaked.Hestoppedandjustlookedat

me,hehasalwayshadthislookthathewouldgive

memidwaywhenwe'remakingoutandI'd

immediatelymelt.Evennow,Ijustmeltedand

blushedandayazinobandithini

Beast:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Icanseethatinyoureyes"

Ipulledhimclose,wekissedforawhilethenhewent

downonme.Kissingandbitingbetweenthe

thighs,untilIfeltthewarmthandwetnessofhis

tonguerundownthekipsofmyprettypegasus.The

goodthingshewasdoingtomybodywere

undescribable,IgotlostinthemomentIdidn'tknow

whethertopushhisheadfurtherin,maybegrabthe

sheetswhilebitingthehelloutofmybottomlipor

justmoanandscreaminecstasy.Afteracoupleof

showersandwaterfallsIfelthishighnessatthe



entrancemybreathfrozeforasecond...

Hemusthavefeltmegotense.

Beast:"babyloosenup"

Itried,butIknewI'dbeabittightersinceitsbeena

while.HetriedgoinginagainbutIreallywastightso

IwhincedatthebitofpainIfelt...

Me:"babywait"

Beast:"whyareyousotight"?

Me:"haibofondini"

Inordernottokillthemood,hestartedkissingme

withhishandbetweenmythighsandjustasIwas

abouttocumheenteredverysmoothlyintothe

newlywettunnel.Acoupleofhumpsthenhe

stopped withoutremovinghisguyfromme.

Afteracoupleofminuteswewentbackatit.We



makeslowlovehalfwaythroughthenightbutIstill

couldn'tgetenoughofhim.Ilethimrestfora

while...butIstillneededalotifsatisfaction .He

layhisbodyonminewithhisheadonmybelly,close

enoughtothepleasurepalacewhichwaswideopen

forhim...

Hewhispered...

Beast:"you'rethebest"

Ismiledtomyself...

AfteraboutfivehoursIcouldn'tsleepnomoreanda

fewminutesafterIwokeupIcouldfeelthathewas

alsoawake

Me:"love"

Beast:"hm"

Me:"awubaweliunyuka"?



Hekissedmybellythenslidupwithoutmovingout

ofposition,Ikissedhimonthelips,hesuckedmein

andthenweindulgedintheopportunityofexploring

eachothersmouths.

Beast:"ngaskekungasi"

Me:"pitysekusile'"

Beast:"yeah..."

Me:"what'simbeleko"?

Beast:"mxmdon'tputmindtothat,akhombeleko

izokwenziwaapha"

Me:"bututheumakazilisikolalaphanje"

Beast:"ingalelalaphakalokbutingabilolam"

Me:"huh"?

Beast:"NguNtandoumntuabanomenzelaezonto

alongwithhiskid,notmna"

Me:"whyareyouexcludingyourself"?

Beast:"asenziezontoekhaya,kwalewelcomingif



ibixhelainkomoorgoatIwouldn'tbepartofit

especiallysinceitaimaingachazelwanga"

Me:"kokwenubeingeCongo...Isee"

Beast:"sodon'tmindthem,bayabhudanje"

IsmiledasIplayedwithhisears...

Me:"Iloveyouyaz,andIwon'tstoptryingandpraying

foryoutobeabettermanandagreaterdadthan

youalreadyare"

Beast:"unjalokewenaLuu"

Me:"uxoloke..."

Beast:"mh"

Me:"...SobabyI'vebeendyingtoknow,haveyou

guystoldChumaeverything"?

Beast:"yes...wellkinda.ButIdon'twannatalkabout

themtonight"

Me:"oh,butwhatexactlyhaveyoutoldher"?



Beast:"Baby"

Me:"kayfine"

Beast:"Iwantustogoonaholiday"

Me:"who'sus"?

Beast:"me,youandthekidsbutIwanttospendtime

withyoumore"

Me:"whydoIfeellikeuyahambasoon"?

Wathula...

Me:"justtellmeplease,IpromiseIwon'tthrowafit"

Beast:"IhavetovisittheoldmaninCongo"

Me:"when"?

Beast:"ASAP,butIwannafirstmakesurey'allare

okaywitheverythingbeforeIleave"

Me:"uzohambaforhowlong"?

Beast:"two-threemonthsprox"



Me:"yho"

Beast:"soIthoughtweshouldtakethekids

immediatelybegqibaubhala,I'llmakearrangements

foreverythingelsethenmaybespendtwotothree

weekswiththembabuyethenwe'llspendtherest

together"

Me:"soIwon'tseeyouforthreemonths"?

Beast:"I'llcalleveryday"

Me:"itsnotthesame"

Beast:"Iknow...buthealsoneedstoknowthetruth"

Me:"Soyou'regoingwithyourbrother"?

Beast:"no,hehastobeinCapeTownfromthis

comingSunday."

Me:"uhambanabanikengokuwena"?

Beast:"alone...fornow"

Me:"awufunindikukhaphe"?

Beast:"I'dlovethat,butnotnow.Ineedtimewith

him,tellhimeverythinganddealwiththereaction

thenthereafteryouandthekidscouldcomeupif



he'snotkeenoncomingdowntoSA"

Me:"kay"

Beast:"suqumbakaloku"

Me:"threemonthsissalongtime...anddistance"

Beast:"Iknowbutit'ssomethingIhavetodo

becauseourkidshavetoknowboththeir

families,especiallythatone"

Me:"Iknow"

Beast:"soholiday"?

Me:"yeah"

Wellnowwouldn'tbegreattimingforKerito

visit,maybetheycanvisitafterhe'sleft.
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ThefollowingmorningIwokeupfirstandwokehim

upsowecouldbathetogether



Beast:"time"?

Me:"fivethirty"

Beast:"stillearly"

Me:"haibotatakhe"

Beast:"Babywe'renotgoingtowork,relax"

Me:"sowhattimeshouldIwakeyouup"?

Beast:"eight'ish"

Me:"wha-"

Beast:"we'llpickupuncleKayandhisduplicateat

nineeairport"

Me:"doIhavetobetheretoo"?

Beast:"yes,nowpleasegobacksleepbabe

umntanamneedstogetenoughrest"

Isulkedandgotbackintocuddling,wellitwaseither

thatorI'dbeboredwatchinghimsleep.JustasI

thoughtIwasgettingwarmunderhisembrace,my

phonerang...Lwandisoeksenikangaka?



Me:"Soso"?

Lindo:"itsme"

Me:"oh"

Lindo:"Ijustwannaknowifyouhaveheardanything

fromSoso"?

‍♀

Me:"ReallyLindo?Didyouseethetime"?

Lindo:"ohuhm...sorry"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup

Tyhini!Ihaven'tforgottenaboutthemessageshe

sentmekalokandIdon'toweherathing,xaefunau

Sososhemustcallhisfamily.Asilwangafuthi

ayilwisi.Ifacedmyhusbandandstarteddrawing

sweetnothingsonhischest,tracingthecontoursin



histattoosandplayingwithhisnipples howI

wishedlifewouldbethisperfect.Iwasactually

afraid...nowthatI'mpregnantagain.Our

pregnanciesliterallyhavedramacirculatingthem,I

didn'twantthatthistimearound.Iwantedtoreally

enjoyit,enjoyeveryminuteofitbutthatwasn't

guaranteedtu.Notinthislifetime.

Beast:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiledandlookedupathissleepyface

Me:"thoughtyouwantedtosleepin"

Beast:"howdoIdothatwhenyou'rebusyplaying

withmynipples"?

Me:"oh...sorry"

Beast:"whatfor"?

Me:"wakingyouup"



Beast:"mmh,ucingaphi"?

Me:"ratherntoni"

Beast:"baliselaumyeniwakho"

Me:"...Iknowthere'snothingastheperfectlife,but

thismomentrighthere,rightnow...IwishIcould

makeitourforever"

Beast:"mh"

Me:"itsbeautiful,peaceful,relaxed,filledwith

love...everythingIeverwantedisrighthere,right

now"

Beast:"don'tletUbahearyousaythat"

Me:"yhubabeabantwanabakhoaresodramatic!

Yhu"

Beast:"oooh,xakuzothiwabadramatickuthiwa

ngabam?Whenthey'recuteandallngabakho"?

Me:"thingis,I'mnotevenclosetobeingdramaticso

theymusthavegotthatfromyourgenes"

Beast:"you'renotdramatic"?

Me:"notevenclose"



Beast:"saysthepersonwholiterallyforcedtwo

grownmentoflyallthewayfromPEtoEL"

Me:"ifIdidn'tloveyousomuchI'dsayitwastwo

grownidiots...but,Iwon'tsaythat.BecauseIloveyou

"

Helaughed

Yazxaumntuumthandaumthandanentsiniyakhe

ibengathiuyaqalauhlekaokowamaziaphaelife'ini

Beast:"sobasically,youjusttoldmethatI'manidiot"

Me:"haybabeIneversaidthat,youheardwrong"

Beast:"whatdidyousaythen"?

Me:"Isaidweshouldgosoakourselvesinthebath"

Beast:"uyawathandaamanzi,andI'venoticeduba

worsewhenwe'repregnant"

Heee



Ichangedthesubject,sinceIreadbetweenthelines

baakakafuniuyovasaubhutiza.

Me:"Ifoundaschoolforyourkids"

Beast:"basebancincikodwa"

Me:"soze,ukhuziveizintoabazithethayo"?

Beast:"butthatdoesn'tmeantheyshouldgoto

school"

Me:"I'llforwardyouthenumbertocontactthe

headmasterifthere'sanythingyouwannaknow

abouttheschool"

Beast:"orwe'llgothereMondayafteryourdoctor's

appointment"

Me:"there'sthattookanene''

Beast:"hey,Iknowyoudon'tlikehospitalsbutits

important"

Me:"Iknow...it'sokayI'llgetoverit.Speakingof

which,how'sthemorningsickness"?

Beast:"hah!Igottreatmentforit"



Yhoandamhleka

Me:"treatmentforwhat?Morningsickness"?

Beast:"itworkslikemagic,Istilldon'tunderstand

whyungenayowena"

Me:"I'mactuallyglad,yeyonantoezokwenza

usikhumbulemsinyanakuleKongouyakuyo"

Beast:"butI'llmissyouanywaybecauseIcarryyouin

myhearteverywhereIgo,you'reliterallythefirst

personIthinkofsendizolwaiimfazwezegazithen

I'mpushedtocomeoutalivebythethoughtof

comingbackhometoyouandmysons"

Iwantedtocry thatmeantalot,buthesaidit

socasually.Zangendambonaumntuophola

sekungxamisekileaveleabengethiakevanikisi!

Beast:"Luthandoubomibamnguwe,ndatshosingeka



jolintoi-serious."

Me:"Idon'tthinkIevertookyouseriousuntilnow"

Beast:"wayekanothandazangoku,why'sthat"?

Me:"huh"?

Beast:"there'ssomuchpowerinprayer,anditshows

Godthatyouknowyoudon'thavemuchstrength

meaningyou'reinneedofHisintervention"

Isatup...

HellIwasshocked!

Beast:"Iknowyouusedtoprayforme,eventhough

lentondiyoyenzaungayithandibutyoustillprayed.

Whydidyoustop"?

Me:"howcomeyouknowsomuchaboutprayer?"

Beast:"haibobabywealsopray,beforeandafterwe

gotowarwealwaysmakeitapointtopray"

Nowwhothehellisthisman?



Like,I'veneverheardmyhusbandpraying,oko

ndabanayethiswasthefirsttimeweevenhadsuch

conversations.

Me:"whoeveryouare,ndcelaubuyiseindodamtorho"

Hechuckled

Beast:"I'mherenje"

Me:"babezangendakuvauthandazamna"

Beast:"namzangendakuva,wellnotoftenbutIstill

knewyou'reprayingforme.Butngokuandisayiva

lonto,andthat'snotgood"

Me:"tyhiniThixo"

Beast:"Ithinksingayovasakengoku"

Watshoephakama,Iwasstillshocked.What

happenedtomyhusband?Who'sthisguy?I'venever

seennorheardhimspeakaboutprayerlikethat.I

followedbehindhimstillinshock...whenIgottothe



bathroomitwasalreadyfillingupwithbubbles.He

helpedmegetinthenhejoinedme,Iaskedhimtotie

myhairupintoaponysothatzingabimanzithenwe

justlayinthatwarmwaterconversatingabout

anythingandeverythingthatcametomind.Asthe

watergotcold,wecameoutofitanddriedour

bodies,lotionedinthebedroom

Beast:"Thisboyistakinghistimeshowing"

Me:"butwayebonwenguwenjebaukhona"

Beast:"IcanstillseehimbutkalokIwanttoseethe

bigbelly"

Me:"mnk,babydoyouknowthere'snothingcute

aboutthat"

Beast:"butthere'sabitofsexiness"

Me:"haywayityayonkewenashame,what'ssexy

whenIhaveaplumpybody,swollenfeet,hands,nose

andamassiveappetite"?

Beast:"you'llseewhenwedomaternalphotography

"



Me:"asoze"

Beast:"whyareyouafraidoftryingnewthings"?

Me:"ufotauze,umithi...nobaby"

Beast:"itwillbeatthecomfortofourownhomenje

mamakhe"

Me:"myanswerisstillno...andyoushouldknow

ndizovalaafterlonaumntana"

Beast:"ayikholentouyithethayoLuthando"

Me:"thenbereadywithaboxofcondomsthatwill

lastyouunyakawonke"

Beast:"andizoyenzalontomna"

Me:"haikebabeinobasizoabstainerbecauseIam

sotiredofneedlesandpills"

Hestoppedandlookedatme...

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"Luthando"



Beast:"fornownemntuwam,ndcelasiyiyekele

discussionbutkeepinmindthatawuzovala"

Me:"sowe'resavingitforwhensthandwasam"?

Beast:"afteryou'vegivenbirth"

Me:"kalokxandizovalafunekandivaleimmediately

afterI'vegivenbirth"

Beast:"okay,we'lldiscussitxasigodukile.Butnot

now...maybexandibuyaeCongo"

Me:"mnkmnk"

Beast:"please"

Me:"cool"

Hemumbled

Iknowhewantsalotofchildren,hesaidthatduring

thoseAUBepisodeskucabandingangabinabo

abantwanaIknewkwangokothathewantsatroop

andthatwascute...backthen.Butnow,ndoyiswa

nguUvenoUbakungokukobekiselaphixabebaninzi?



Hayyhomandixolelwe.Itwon'tbeaforever

thing,maybeuntiltheyareinhighschoolthenIcould

gobackanduntiemytubes.
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Whenweweredonewecheckedoutanddrove

straighttotheairport Ithoughtsizotyakqala...

Me:"baby"

Beast:"mh"?

Me:"yoursonishungry"

Beast:"haha!Mysonorhismom"

Me:"yourson"

Beast:"Makanyamezeleuzotyainafew"

Me:"Can'twegetashakeatSteerstatakhe?He's

reallyhungry,Idon'twanthimtostartcrying"

Hegavemeaside-stareandlaughed itwasn't



funny.Iwasreallyhungry,evenmystomachwas

grumbling.

Beast:"okaywe'llgrabashakeatSteers"

Me:"thankyou...onhisbehalf"

Hesmiledshakinghishead,drovestraighttoSteers

andboughtmeachocolatemilkshaketodrinkon

thewaytotheairport.Whenwegotthere,Ispotted

LwandisoatadistanceandInoticedmyhusband

eyeingmecabaumbonilenaye.Assoonashe

parked,heturnedofftheignitionandlookedatme

Beast:"what'sgoingonbetweenyoutwo"?

Me:"who'syoutwo"?

Beast:"youandTitusanddon'ttellmeitsnothing"

Me:"icherryyakheiyandikhweletela"

Beast:"that'sit"?



Me:"asfarasIknowyes,butIhaven'ttoldhimsoI'm

notsureifheknows"

Beast:"howdoyouknow"?

Ishowedhimthetext...

Beast:"mmmh"

Me:"yep"

Beast:"well,Titusisourguestfortheweekend"

Me:"IknowandIalsoknowuzonxilelakumuSoso.

Whydidyoueveninvitehim"?

Beast:"well,he'slikealilbro.Icouldn'texcludehim

whentellingtherestofthegents"

Me:"Mxmdon'tmindme,Iknowhowtohandlehim"

Beast:"thankyou,nowlet'sgrabbreakfastbefore

thosetwoland"

Me:"yessur"



WegotoffthecarandheadedtoWimpy

upstairs,exactlywhereSosowasheadedwhenwe

sawhim.Hewasmakingasceneaboutahalf-done

egg

Laa:"Sosoman,stopit.Peoplearestarring"

Soso:"shutupandeatyourrawegg,Isaidwelldone.

Welldone"

Beast:"ishealwaysthisdramatic"?

Me:"yes...and,letmegotohim"

Beast:"plsorderforuswhileyou'reatit,I'lljointhat

exofyours"

Me:"ohbabytorho"

Hechuckledandmadehiswaytothetablewhere

Landilewas.IwalkeduptoLwandisoandtappedon

hisshoulder,heturnedandfroze.



Me:"hi"

Soso:"whatareyoudoinghere"?

Me:"uyangxola"

Soso:"Ijustwantmywelldoneeggmntase

ndizakuhoyangoku"

Ilookedatthewaitressandsmiledwhileplacingour

ownorder.

Me:"pleasedon'tmindhim,he'lleatmyown

breakfastI'lltakehis"

Soso:"sincewhendoyoueathalfdoneeggs"?

Me:"sinceyou'reembarrassingthatpoorwaitressby

beinganass"

Thenhewentquiet...



Me:"we'llbeatthattable"

Waitress:"alrightma'amyourorderwillcome

throughjustnow"

IleftSosothereandwenttojoinmyhusband...

Laa:"youlookgoodMrsGwala"

Me:"HowyouknowI'mMrsGwa-ohkay,molo

Landile"

Laa:"heycuz"

Wehuggedandallfourofussatdown,Istarted

eatingLwandiso'splatewhileheandBeastwaited.

Beast:"babyuyisuperwoman,uthulisathisdrama

QueenwithacapitalQ"

Soso:"taBeast,itsgonnabealongweekend.Pls"

Me:"awundidikeufikanje"



Soso:"udikwenjemyfootcozndiyakwakhonext

weekophelakwalomcimbi"

Beast:"imanzilentwana"

Me:"Landilewhydidyouallowhimtodrinksoearly"?

Laa:"Ididn't,ngutatakhe"

Me:"mnkmnk"

Soso:"Ihavetofindoutwho'sresponsibleforyour

hatetowardsmemvanje.Youverymuchhavethe

symptomsofahatermntakamalume"

Me:"ndakufakaimpamakemnakebupheletu

obotywala"

Laa:"pleasedo,ndoyisiwe"!

Soso:"animuncuthiza"!

Beast:"notnomkam"

Soso:"uweskelowo!I'msureshegotapieceof

Lindo'smind.Henceshe'sbecomeahater"

Me:"youbetIdid"

Soso:"mntasedoyourselfafavour,stayawayfrom



herorelseyou'llbeuzincincijustlikeLandile.U

Lindoumgqibileumntakatata.Uyakhweletamntase

uLindokuhleintoentshawesbaayimfanelitu,Igive

hermyheart,shewantsmyphone.Ndimshiyane

phoneufunamore,what'snext?Uzofunaintlokoyam

ngoku?Hayfokof!Phakwahell"!!

Icouldrelate!Iwasoncelikethatandtheway

myhusbandlaughedatthatIcouldtellhesawa

resemblancekwelibalilikaSoso .

Soso:"anonwabe,nihlekaintlunguyomnyeumntana"

Me:"nguwenjeohlekisangayo"

Soso:"butmntaseforreal,kalokuuLindomaka

understendethatufikeniikhona"

Me:"meandwho"?

Soso:"youandeverybodyelse,nguyemosi-last

entrance.Ngokukuthenikufunekandireportekuye

whenIwanttoseey'all?Imean,Idon'tevenreport

KuLandilebrakodwandizalwanaye.Hay

uyandiqhelaulindobethuna"



Me:"butkalokgivehertherespectand

acknowledgementyokubayicherryyakhomntase.

Communicatewithher"

Soso:"TrinaliqueSmith,IamLwandisoTitusandshe

isLindokuhlewhateverhersurnameis.Thatmeans

we'renotmarried,shehasnorighttodemand.

Demandwho?Mna?Rhaaaaaphakwahell!Yhinileh!

AndilogintsamnaIdon'tneedawomannexttome

oko...nooffencetaBeast'ero"

Beast:"nonetakenntwanayam"

Laa:"awusaloqi"

Soso:"fakaiheadsets"

Me:"uyandoyikisakemnakecozofikakooKuhle

kuzawqalwafromscratchunxilwa"

Soso:"taBeast"?

Beast:"Titus"

Soso:"awukandivuseli"

Beast:"ngokusewugrandkangakausafuna

uvuselwakwedini"?



Soso:"that'snotwhatweagreedonngokubendiku

founele...ooohIsee,usisgoranjeyazwenataBeast?

WoyikauS'bongilengokuuyandijikela"

Beast:"ndizakuattendernjeskeeemsakufikaendlini"

Soso:"mmh,Iknowherkaloku,akonqenikubasa

umlilokaziatshisekwantousistaz"

Theirfoodcamethroughndabesendigqibilenokutya

mnasoIkindaatewithhim,wandijongaIjust

shrugged.Iwantedthehashbrownonly

Beast:"don'tyouwannabuyanotherplate"?

Me:"nope"

Beast:"butyou'reeatingmine"

Me:"nobabyunanaufunanjeihashbrownyakhoqha"

Beast:"thisnanaisabusingme"

Me:"don'tspeaklikethat,nanawillbeupset"



Helookedatmeandsmiled,Iblushedyangathi

sihlelisedwanakuletafile.

Soso:"mnkmnk,nizigoalssana"!

Webothsnappedoutofthatbubbleandconversed

withthemwhilefinishingupourmeal.Isawthejet

land...

Me:"nankuMobaby"

Beast:"masambeni"

Wefollowedeachotherdowntothelanding

area,Lwandisowasreallydrunkthough.Umcimbi

ungomsophof...myphonerangasweapproached

theothersetoftwinssoIstoodaside

Me:"hello"

Noxy:"hello,uphinasisiwehavetogototown"



Me:"youhavetogototownwithwho"?

Noxy:"nguwekalokumfaziwasekhapha,wehaveto

buyacoupleofthingsforngomso"

Me:"I'mattheairport,hambanoChuma"

Noxy:"haibowenzanieairportLuthando?Don'ttell

meuyahambasisiumcimbisewungomso"

Me:"ndizokhawulelaooKuhle"

Noxy:"oohokay,ifuhambanoNqabaawunomcela

akushiyeetownsidibanekwaSpar"?

Me:"ndizombuza"

Noxy:"okaykemakoti"

Ihungup

Iwenttojointheotherskwezohugs,hubbyeyedme.

Ididn'twannagogroceryshoppingwithhisaunt I

wantedtogettomykids.WegottothecarItook

thefrontpassengerseatthenthetwinpackssatat

thebackthenwedroveoff...



Beast:"thatcallchangedyourentiremood"

Ndenzangathiandimva

Beast:"Luu"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"whowasthatonthephone"?

Me:"haytatakhe"

Beast:"haykalokuIhavetoknowtheperson

responsibleforchangingyourmood"

Iexhaled...

Beast:"khathiphoneyakhoke"

Me:"ngumakaziwakho"

Beast:"utheni"?



Me:"shesaysweshouldgoshoppingforizinto

ezishotayofortomorrow"

Beast:"youdon'tlooklikeyouwanttogo"

Me:"plsdropmeoffatSpar,butifuhambanoChuma

ndizojika"

Beast:"areyousure"?

Inod
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Wedrovetotownndithulendiqondbandidikwefinish

yiyoyonkelentoyalomzimna.

WeparkedinfrontofSpar,Isighed

Beast:"callher"

Ipouted...

Soso:"akatefinankuumntuefront"



Me:"ntoniingxakiyakho"?

Soso:"ungazozenzafreshngamkepls"

Beast:"Titusuhlukanenomnkamkwedini"

Soso:"suzifakaayikufunitaBeast"

Kuhle:"hahahayhouzazikhabisawena,khagqithise

elibhere"

Allthewayfromtheairport,thesetwohavebeen

drinkingRussianBear andKuhlehadbroughta

carrypackofHuntersGold .

Beast:"ndikufakeisihlangukulomlomo"

Soso:"atleastweain'ttalkingbullets.Itsjusta

shoe..."

Sihle:"abigshoethatis.Onethathasapotentialof

makingyouarealokefromCapeTown"

Kuhle:"ifishgapngamafutshane"

Soso:"animuncu,Teemntaseunxibasizebanlomntu



wakho"?

Iignoredthem,asmuchasIwantedtolaugh.Ihada

Noxoloonmyneck.

Beast:"awukaphonebaby"

IrolledmyeyesasIdialedhisaunt...

Noxy:"hello"

Me:"ndilaphaphandlekwaSpar"

Noxy:"oohokayngenasisindilaphakuleaisleye

flour"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupandthrewmyheadback,maybeitwon'tbe

thatbadyaz.



Ilookedatmyhusband,helookedlikehewas

worried .

Me:"she'sinside,letmejustgo"

Beast:"I'llwaitforyouhere,textmebackifChumais

withher"

Soso:"uChumawaphi"?

Me:"I'llcatchataxibabemanhambani"

Hejuststaredatme...

WeintentionallyignoredLwandiso.

Me:"kayI'lltextyou"

Sihle:"uyaphimadam"?

Me:"ndiyakumakaziulaphakwaSpar"

Sihle:"awufunindikukhaphe"?

Laa:"namkendiyakhaphabakunjalo"



Beast:"UngekafikinasendliniSihle?Andbothofyou

can'tleavemewiththesetwodrunkardshere"

Sihle:"ndidikwengabomnakuqalabhutiyho"

Ilookedathisbrother,begging.HavingLandileand

Sihlewasgonnabeagooddistraction.

Me:"pleaseletthemcomewithme"

Helookedatmeforawhile,leanedoverandkissed

meonthelips,IsmiledasIgotoffthecar.

Me:"masambeniSish..byebye'ini"

Kuhle:"sharp"

Soso:"UbuyenebhotilentombiKaDJBongz"

Me:"fokofLwandiso"

Wewalkedintotheshopwithjustmyphoneinmy



pocket,nothingelse.Thesetwowanderedintothe

shopassoonaswewalkedin,Isawher,walkedupto

heranddidn'tevenbotherfakingasmileIjust

greetedherwabhekawancuma.

Noxy:"eweke,uncedileufike"

Me:"sowhatareyoubuying"?

Sheshowedmealist,Icheckeditwhileitwasinher

handsandwhenIwasdoneInodandjustfollowed

behindherthewholetime.ItextedbaetoleavecozI

didn'tseeanysignofChuma.Whenweweredone

buyingeverythingwewenttothetill...Istoodonthe

othersideandwaited,withmyarmsfolded

waitingforhertopayup.

Noxy:"Luthando"

Me:"makazi"

Noxy:"AwunaR650aphakuwesisiingathi



ndiyashota"

Me:"ha.amakazi"

Noxy:"awunayonasecardini"?

Me:"Iactuallydidn'tbringanythingbesidesmy

phone"

Noxy:"heeeIwonderyintoendizoyithinile"

Ijustwaited...

Shewantedtogoshopping,how?Withoutenough

money?Isawherswipinganothercardyakhona

imalithenshepushedthetrolleyoutside.Ifollowed

ndipholelwengamalanga,xasifikaphandlesema

sajongana...

Noxy:"ubungaziswangangumyeniwakhoapha"?

Me:"andheleft"

Noxy:"khamfouneleazosithatha"

Me:"ubuzengantonoaphetownmakazi"?



Noxy:"Iaskedoneofthedrivers"

Me:"great,let'scallhimagain.Myhusbandhas

gueststoattendto"

Noxy:"ooh,okay"

Iwaited...kaloknguyeumntuobezengodriverso

shemustcallhim.Aftermakingthecallshelooked

atme,Ipretendedtobelookingafar...

Noxy:"whyareyoulikethismvanjeLuthando"?

Ndathula

Noxy:"Luthando"

Me:"hm"?

Noxy:"Utheniuskewatshintshamvanje"?

Me:"Idon'tfollow"

Noxy:"uskewayintoentshingi-ntshingiokoufikile



yintoni?"

Me:"ndidikwekukwenziwamuncunini"

Noxy:"ngubaniunini"?

Me:"nonkephakwaNtabeni"

Noxy:"uqaleniningokuubizaifaniyasemzinijustlike

that"?

Me:"thereyougoagain"

Noxy:"okay...kuthiniukwenzamuncuLuthando?

Like,Idon'tunderstandyou.Thewaywe'vebeenso

accommodativeofyou"

Me:"youdon'tregardmeasumfaziKaNqabaatall

nowthatGhostisback"

Noxy:"who'sghost?Whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Me:"ImeantNtando,kudalandinijongilebutndithule.

PhofIdon'tknowwhatwhaty'allarehopingto

achieve"

Noxy:"kudalausijongile?Luthandoisthisabout

Chumabeinghere?"

Me:"whyisshehereanyway?Orareyourecruiting



hertobeasecondwifetomyhusband"?

Noxy:"haiboungayicinganjaniintoenjalo?She'shere

becauseNtandoaskedhertostay"

Me:"didhealsoaskumamatogivehermyroom"?

Noxy:"your-wellwethoughtyouwouldn'tmind.And

usisiutheyoudon'tmind"

Me:"Idon'tmind,itsnotmyhouse.Ifbekukwamshe

wouldn'thaveevensetfootintomyhome"

Noxy:"awumthandiuChumabutIdon'tunderstand

why"

Me:"wouldyouplayhappyfamilieswithyour

husband'sexgirlfriend"?

Noxy:"butLuthandonowyouknowthatshewas

actuallyNtando'sgirlfriend.Ayikhoineed

yongamfuniuChuma"

Me:"ufikaninilodriver?Ineedtoseemybabies"

Noxy:"Luthando"

Me:"masiyekewethumakazi,sheknowswhyIcan't

standher.Saveusbothfromthisunnecessary



conversationandgoaskher"

Justthen,thetwohalvesappeared.

Noxy:"haySihle,ufunantoniapha"?

Sihle:"sihambanoLuu,molomakazi"

Theyhugged,Landilegreetedtoobancokolabonke

untilthedriverarrived.Ichosetositatthefront,only

becauseIdidn'twannamakeconversationwith

makaziallthewayhome.Ghostcalledme,Iblind-

mindedlyrejectedthecall andinantoyakhemna.

Hecalledagain,Iignoredthephone.ThenNoxy's

phonerang...

Noxy:"Ntando...okaybamba"

Thenshepassedonthephonetome



Me:"hm"?

Ghost:"I'vebeentryingtocallyou"

Me:"Iknow"

Ghost:"soyou'vebeenignoringme"

Me:"whatcanIdoforyou"?

Ghost:"ndcelaundipha-"

Me:"andinamali"

Ghost:"didyouhavetocutmeshortndisathetha

kengoku"?

Me:"savingyoubreath"

Ghost:"that'sdisrespectfulandIdon'tappreciateit"

Me:"arewedone"?

Ghost:"hm,mxm"

Ihungupbeforehedidndadlulisaiphonebackto

umntuwayondaphola,ifGhosthasissueswithme

thenheshouldaddressthemstraighttomeandnot



beasissytryingmypatienceeverychancehegets.

WegothomeandtheguysoffloadedIjustwalkedto

Uvewhowasplayingballwithanotherkidonthe

frontyard...

Me:"Uve"

Heturned,camerunningandhuggedmetightly

Uve:"uyephiwenamama"?

Me:"ndiyothathauSish'lewakho"

Uve:"uphiyen"?

Me:"nankuya"

Herantohisuncles,IwalkedinsidendafikauChuma

esekitchenndagqithaandwenttomyroom

ndanxibailokhweneqhiya.Someoneknocked,Iwent

toopenndemaphaemnyangowhenIrealisedit's

Ghost...



Ghost:"Idon'tlikeyournewlyfoundattitudetowards

meandeveryoneelseinthishouse"

Me:"sure"

Ghost:"Luthando"

Me:"Ntando"

Ghost:"andingoNqabauyevha?Ifuqheleuthethanje

ngathiuhlaeliwenikuye,youwon'tdothatnakum"

Me:"ugqibile"?

Ghost:"noandikagqibi...Idon'tunderstandthebeef

youhavewithChumabutforlomsebenzitobe

successfulyouguyshavetoworktogether.Iknow

ChumaisnotawifeherebutIaskedhertostay,so

pleasetreatherlikeawelcomedguest"

Me:"canItalknow"?

Ghost:"yes"

Me:"ChumaisYOURgirlfriend,notmyfriendandI

don'thavetolikeherjustbecauseIhaveto

accommodateyou.Secondly,youmightbemy



husband'sbrotherbutthatdoesn'tmeanI'llletyou

walkalloverme.Xaufunaintoetown,khuphaimali

don'tbossmearoundIdon'toweyouanything.

Thirdly-"

Ghost:"yhouyapakishaLuthandoyintonikangaka"

Me:"shutupandletmefinish"

Ghost:"shutup?Doyouknowwhoyou'retalki-"

Me:"thirdlyGhost,NqabaisMYhusband.Getitright,

NqabanotNtandosopleasestopactinglikeyou're

myhusband.Ireporttohim,Isubmittohimnotyou.

Xauthethanamsuthethangathiuthethano

Owentando.Idon'tcarehowyoufeelaboutmebut

pleasekeeptoyourlaneandkeepyouropinions

aboutmetoyourself.Gorrit?Good"

Iclosedthedoorandwentdownstairs.
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"IknowI'mdrunktaBeast,butIthinkIjustsawa

witchinthatkitchen"



Inoticedthatshewascookingstew,soIjustmade

umphokoqoenoughforumvubowabantwana.

Chuma:"S'bongile"

Me:"youshouldcallmeLuthando,showsabitof

respect.Especiallyregardingthecurrentlocation"

Sheclearedherthroat...

Chuma:"Luthando"

Me:"Chuma"

Chuma:"Idon'tmeantodisrespectyou,butebethe

umamamasiphekeipapanenyamakukhoabantu

abezayo"

Me:"sure"



Chuma:"...sondibonaingathouphekaumphokoqo"

Me:"ndiphekelaabantwana"

Chuma:"oh,mybad"

Me:"mh"

Thenumntuwasfocusedkulentoayenzayo...

Lwandisowalkedin.

Soso:"mntaseandilambe"

Me:"kusaphekwanje"

Soso:"akhonesonkaap-whoahwait,Chuma"?

Shelookedstartled...Ilookeddistressed!Iknewall

hellwasabouttobreakloose ‍♀

Chuma:"hi"

Soso:"utaBeastundenzaigezakodwa,hesaidI'm

hallucinating!Iknewitwasyou"



Chuma:"doweknoweachother"?

Sosolookedatme,Iwasmakinghimasandwich.

Soso:"whatisshedoinghere"?

Me:"yicherrieKataGhost,inaitya"

Soso:"icherrieifunantoniezikoekhonaumfazi

walapha"?

Me:"mntasepls"

Hetookthebread,lookedChumaupanddownthen

snorted.

Soso:"mnkChuma,ndikufunandisobersana.Not

ngoku"

#ThatNight



Icookeddinnerndamcediswangabantwanabaka

makazinabomalumetoservetotherestofthe

familythenwheneveryoneelsewassorted,Iwentto

jointhekidswhowereinmyroomwiththeirdad

whileIcleanedupthekitchen.

Uba:"mamaafunulalaKuuncleKayma"

Hisdadshookhishead...

Me:"uncleKayisalreadysleepingbaby,zolalakuye

ngomso"

Uba:"uSoso"?

Me:"he'sgonewithSish'le"

Uve:"amnkilebonke"?

Me:"bazobuyaksasababy,izanisiyovasa"

Iwenttorunthemabathndabashiyaandwentto



theirdad...

Me:"sisahambasonkengomso"?

Beast:"yeah...Idon'ttrustTitus,indlelaamfungele

ngayouChuma"

Me:"urightwethu"

Beast:"there'smybag,ifuzoironerplsironforme

tooundipakishelenam"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"Ghosttoldmeaboutyourlittleexchangeof

words"

Me:"mxm,Ican'twaittogohomeyaz.Bandikruqule

bonkeabantubalapha"

Beast:"don'tletthemgettoyou,justdowhatyou're

supposedtodoubayekebazenzeleenyenenye"

Me:"uzolalapha"?

Beast:"ha.a"

Me:"mmh"



HecameupbehindmeasIundressed...

Beast:"you'llrestkakuhlewhenwegethome,I

promise"

Me:"Iknowandthankyou"

Hekissedmeonthecheekandthenhewalked

out...motherin-lawwalkedintomyroomehambano

makazijustasIhadfinishedbathingmychildren

andtheoldersiblings.Iignoredthem...

Ndathambisaabantwanabammna.

Noxy:"SinondcelaniyothambiselaeroominiKa

makhulu"

Sino:"okaymakazi"

SinocarriedUve,OwecarriedUbabaphuma.I

collectedtheirsoiledclothesandputtheminthe



washingbasket.

Mama:"makotindcelauhlalephantsi"

Isatdownandjustlookedatthem...

Ma:"uNoxolohastoldmehowuncomfortableyou

arewithChumaaround,Idon'tunderstandwhy.

Pleasemntanam,we'renotouttomakeyourstaya

livinghell"

Noxy:"ifonlyyoucouldenlightenus,yiyekeleyokuba

she'syourhusband'sexthere'smoretothisthan

whatyou'retellingus"

Ma:"ofikakwakhoIaskedhowyoufeltaboutthe

roomandyouwereokaywithit,nowuNoxolouthi

you'renot.I'mconfusedLuthandonyhanimntanam

I'mconfused"

Noxy:"Luthandotalktous"

Me:"aboutwhat"?



Noxy:"haibo,allthistimesithethaawusimamelanga"?

Uvewalkedinpullinghisbrownhuggiebear,Iknew

he'sabouttothrowatantrum.

Uve:"mamam"

Me:"izaboy"

Uve:"uthiboykumwenamama"

‍♀

Iignoredhim,hewalkeduptomendamfunqulaand

rockedhim.

Noxy:"Luthando"

Me:"makazimykidsaresupposedtobeinbedby

now,Itoldyouifthere'sanythingyou'dliketoknow

askher"

Ma:"uthiakayazinaye,we'veaskedher"



Me:"thengoodnightmama"

Ma:"ohLuthandosisi"

Iputmysonunderthecovers,woremyPJs

ndam'joiner.Theyfollowedeachotheroutthenlater

Iheardtherestofthekidsgetintobed.Isleptright

through...wehadagreatdayaheadandIneededall

theenergyIcouldget.InthemorningIwokeupfirst

andwenttocookporridgeforthekids,whenthey

weredoneeatingIbathedthem,banxibathen

bayodlalandavasamnaandmadethebedthen

ndayokwenzaiteafortheelders.Motherin-law

wasn'tupyetsoIattendedtoeveryoneelsewho

wasup...

"Needhelp"?

Me:"withwhat"?

Shekeptquiet...Noxolocamein:



Noxy:"molweni"

Chuma:"ewekemakazi"

Noxy:"seniyenzileitea"?

Chuma:"ndvukeseyenzileuLuthandomakazi"

Noxy:"good,nowbasaniphandlekesisikuzophekwa

lankomoseyixheliwethenyoutwoandtherestof

abantwanabangamantombiwillprepareukutyakwe

lunch"

IwenttowakeupAphiweazondincedisatopeelthe

veggies,shecamewiththreeofherfriends

bazincokolela.Makazitookisibindiandcookeditfor

breakfastwhilewepreparedforlunch,therewasno

signofanysetoftwinsandIwasabitrelievedto

notseeingadramaticLwandiso.

Chuma:"sizophekantoniLuthando"?

Me:"sewubasilephandle"?



Chuma:"Haibo,kuzobasamna"?

Me:"kantiuthiniumakazi"?

Chuma:"andicingiuyotshisaiBrazilianyamngomlilo

mnafuthikenguweumfaziwalapha"

Me:"thatfakeBrazilianwon'tbetheonlythingburnt

ndak'xelela"

Chuma:"whydon'tweusethegasstove"?

Me:"itshokwindodakhoitheigaskalokusisi"

Chuma:"yho"

Thenshewenttostartthefirephandleandputthe

threeleggedpotfullofmeat,onherreturn,Iwas

boilingcarrotsonthestove.

Chuma:"butyou'rebeingunfair,you'recooking

embaneniwhileI'mcookingoutsideonanopenfire"

Me:"Idon'tneedtoexplainmyselftoyouChuma,in

fact...letmejotdownwhatwe'llbecookingsothat

umntuajongeengekenziwaatikishe"



Chuma:"hehsanaunengxaki!Igetthatkusemzini

wakhoaphabutleyokubaOkoufikileapha

everybody'stiptoeingaroundyouissooonoton"

Me:"mh,youdon'tfoolme.Iknowtherealyou,soxa

uhlelinamstopactingsoinnocent.Beyou,be

ratchet"

Chuma:"kudalandikubonabauyandigrumba"

"UphambeneyazChuma,awuphambenanga

uqhunyweoobhontsi"

Yep,mybiggestallyjustwalkedin...Carryingawhole

bottleofHennesseywithaglassontheotherhand.

Chuma:"whoareyou?Andithethinanaweyintoni

wafikasewuzifaka"??

Soso:"I'mtheguyyoudon'twannamesswith"

Chuma:"hayfuc-"

Soso:"Chuma,Chuma,Chuma!Tameyourlanguage



andmindyourtemper.YazAsikalibalibawaqengqa

uLuthandoeztepsiniemithi,wamtshisanendlu

wamshiyabamakafeokwenja.Sulingake

uphambanelekumntasekhayandakubonisainkawu

ngenjamnauzibhaqeesifubenisikaBraKillaina

minute"

Ghost:"what"?

Soso:"yhooo!Boom!Yoursecretisout,waphela

umtshatowebhedi"

Noxy:"Chuma?Luthando?Uthinilomntwana"?

Soso:"eishChumaman...bendithendikufunandi

soberkanjani.Eishmxm"

Ghost:"whatthehellisgoingonhere"?

Nowwealllookedatthedoor...Ntandowaswithhis

motherandaunt.Thentherewasamomentof

silence.

Soso:"tyhiniawundwebetatwinforukothuka

okwebhari.Yintonindikuthembile"



Ghost:"Titusshutupman"

Soso:"me?Shutup?ThedayIshutupwillbetheday

thisskhebereshpaysavisittoherfather...markmy

wordsChuma!Uyayakuyihloqhandfunaukunikela

KuJuniorezasneakersndandimthengelezonazika

Jordan.Uyayaskhebi,Soon"

Thenheputiceinhisglassandwalkedoutblowing

awhistle.

Ma:"isthistrue"?

Ijustcontinuedcooking,bendithemabathethe

babuzeKuChumamoskwakuqala.
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Ntando:"LuthandoithinilentoithethwanguTitus"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkhewasspeakingFrench,butI'm

sureyourgirlfriendcanexplainitbetter"



Gqibakwamndaqhubekekaneembizaezi.They

weretalkingandtalking,Iwasmovingfromoutside

emlilwenitoinsidecookingstovinisombane.While

outsideIsawuncleSish'le...

Me:"hey,ubusy"?

Sihle:"uhm...ufunandikwenzelentoniMrs"?

Me:"ndcelaundijongeleiflateempty,then

uyondithelaigasI'llgiveyouthemoney.Please"

Sihle:"leisefrontiflatiempty,where'sthestove

ndikhabendikufakelasona"?

Me:"enkosichap,silaphaendliniemvakwefreezer"

Sihle:"sure,wherearemysons"?

Me:"balaphaendlini"

Hewentinside,IcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing

kwafikauNqabandisazamisainyama.



Beast:"baby"

Me:"hey"

Beast:"kuthwandiyabizwangumakhuludoyouknow

why"?

Me:"nope"

Beast:"mmh"

Hewentinside,Ifollowedandspicedupthesteamed

veggiesIhadjustcookedthenplacedthemintoa

Tupper.IcouldhearthenoisesfromtheloungebutI

wasn'tinterestedonwhattheywerediscussing,I

wasjustgladthatthere'snoLwandisoanywhere

rightnow.

Aphiwe:"Sisiebetheumamandikuceleuyephae

lounge"

Me:"okay"



WithChumainvolvedkulantoikulaloungeiimbiza

bezishiyekekumsoIwasrunningbackandforth,in

betweenbecauseIknewattheendoftheday

kuzobuzwakumokukutya.

Beast:"Luu"

Iturnedndamjonganje

Beast:"uyabizwa"

Me:"ndsaphek-"

Beast:"youcanleavethepotskoAphiweLuthando"

Me:"okayndyeza"

Hewaited...

Me:"dude"

Hejustgavemeaseriousface mxm.Iclosedthe



potofriceandwenttothelounge,Isatonthe

armrestnexttohimcoztheonlyspacesavailable

werenexttomamanomakaziandbendingazokuyo

hlalanabokemna.Ntandostartedeverythingfrom

whatthey'veheard...

Makazi:"yinyanilentoLuthando"?

Mama:"Iactuallyrememberthemiscarriage,Ijust

neverrealiseditwascausedbyanotherhuman

being"

Makazi:"youknewsisi"?

Mama:"eweIadvisedthemtodocleansing,itwas

evenbeforetheygotmarried"

Ghost:"ndodaweshareeverything,butyou'venever

sharedthiswithme.EvenwhenIsaidIwanted

Chumatowaitfortheceremonyyouneverputmeto

lightaboutthisyetyouknewyourwifewouldbe

uncomfortable"

Beast:"whatdifferencewouldithavemadena

Ntando?Youalreadyhaveyouropinionsabouther



anyway"

Ghostbithistongue...

Ikeptquiet

Ghost:"Chuma"?

Chuma:"I'msorry"

Makazi:"you'resorry?Sorryforwhat?Lyingtousor

killingandinnocentchild"?

Chuma:"IneverliedmakaziIjust..."

Makazi:"nyalazi,nyalazishutup!Andingomakazi

wakho.YazItrustedyouChuma,Ivouchedforyou

thoughIknewyoubecauseIactuallythoughtyou've

changed.Ithoughtyou'vegrown"

Mama:"ndiyayaziindlelaosokolisangayo

kwakudekudalabutIalsothoughtyou'vematured"

Chuma:"mamaIhave"

Ghost:"thenwhydidyounottellusaboutthis"?

Makazi:"wegaveyouachancetocomeclean,we



askedyouwhat'sgoingonbetweenyouand

Luthandoawayazikantiyou'rehidingintoenkulu

kangaka"?

Mama:"KodwaLuthandowhydidn'tyoutrustme

wellenoughtodisclosethistome?Yazndiyayibona

yonkelentokodwaeyonantoindihluphayokuba

ndingathenjwananguwekubantubonke"

makazi:"nowIunderstandlentoidibeneneroom"

siselaphonah?

Ididn'thavetheenergytoansweranyofthem,Ijust

sattherendimanendiphendulangaphakathiand

secretlyrollmyeyeskwezinyeizinto.

Ghost:"bafo"

Beast:"hm"?

Ghost:"I'msorryman,Ididn'tknow"

Beast:"that'sokay"

Makazi:"kodwanaweNqaba,kutheniungazange

usixelelelentocozubukhonangokusivumayobau



Chumaangahlalaapha"

Beast:"uhm...ImightbewrongandIstandtobe

correctedbut,nooneaskedhowIfeltwithherbeing

here,nooneaskedhowwouldmywifefeelnjejust

takingintoconsiderationthefactthatwekindaare

exes.Secondly,asmuchaswe'reafamily,i

miscarriageKaLuthandoisnotsomethingwecan

justbuildaconversationaround.Itwasthemost

painfulperiodofourrelationshipbutwewereableto

moveon,IalmostlostherevenbeforeIcouldwife

her.Iknowshe'sastrongwomanbutonedoesn't

easilyforgetwhatshe'sbeenthrough.IfuChuma

angakheabehonestaphakuninonkeyou'dknow

howwefeeltowardsher,notjustuLuthando.Myself

included"

Makazi:"scelauxolowethuNqaba,besingazinto"

Mama:"ohmntanabantu"

Beast:"makazi,okondikulindeukubaundixelele

ngalentoubuthethangayoKuLuthandoawudeuze"

Makazi:"okoububusyIwaswaiyingforyoutohave

achance"



Beast:"thatwon'tbenecessary,asizobakhothina

kulomsebenzi"

Mama:"lowembelekoyabantwana"?

Beast:"ewewonamakhulu"

Makazi:"kutheniningazobakhokusenzelwa

abantwanabenu"?

Makazi:"xaningazobakhokengokuizothwani

inkomoleseyikhona"?

Beast:"ifIwasconsultedfirstasthefathertothese

childrenI'dhavetoldyoumyreasonsfornotwanting

theceremonydonebutIwasn't,ndigqityelwe.So

eyobakuzothwaningantoniandiyingeni"

Kwathicwaka...

Namndavelandamoyika,hewasangryyetsocalm.

HewasinthatcolddarkplaceIhated.

Beast:"sincewe'reallhereImightaswelltellyou

thatafteryonkelentoyenziwayosiyagodukatonight



siphindelaebhayi"

Ghost:"haibobafonjekanjalo"?

Beast:"you'renotincluded,uhleliusiyaeKapa

andithi"?

Henodejongephantsi...

Mama:"nileqaphingokuNqaba?Beningenohamba

ngomso?Weneedtositandresolvethis

properly,asizokwazingokusinamandwendwe

azokwamnkelaninaapha"

Makazi:"you'reupsetZkhaliweunderstand,kodwa

itsnotwisetomakedecisionsbasedonemotions"

Beast:"I'mnotemotionalnoramIupset,I'mjust

concernedformywife.She'sintheearlieststagesin

herpregnancyandstressnayoyonkelentoyenzeka

aphaisnotgoodforher,secondlyshe'sgota

businesstogetbackto,thirdlyIhavebusinessesto

attendto.Andizokwaziuhlalaaphaanotherweek

ndifikekwamngodlulandithathaimpahlakubaI



havetobeoutofthecountry.Soon."

Kwathicwaka...

Ididn'tknowhe'sleaving butIwasn't

complaining,uhlelinokoixeshaelideengahambi(not

countingthestunthepulledwithhisbrother)imean

realbusinesstripsifthat'swhathemeant,coz

ndamazingenzekauxelaoluhambolwakhelogoduka

qhaakafuniukutshokubo.

Me:"ifkugqityiwemayIbeexcused"?

Mama:"justonemorething...kutheniningazobakho

kwimbeleko"?

Makazi:"heyIalsodon'tunderstandlentoyenuyaz

NqabacozuLuthandouqalengokuthishe'llthink

aboutitngokuwenauthianizobakho"

Mama:"bonkeabantwanabalaphabayenzelwa

imbeleko,lisikolesixhosaayilolalaphaqha.Lisiko

lethukwantu"



Kwabesekufikaootamncibeshoutisakutheni

abantubehleliswebodwaphandle...

Beast:"makhulukalokimbelekolisikolikaNtando

notnam,imbelekonaniyenzeleuNtandonotmna.U

NtabeninguNtandonotmna,soyonkelento

niyenzelayenanomntanakhemywifeandkidsaren't

onebitinvolved"

Makazi:"haibo"!

Ghost:"...that'skindatrue,I'veneverhearddadspeak

aboutsuchthings"

Beast:"henceIcannotandwillnotpartakeinthem.

Sorry"

Tamnci:"nihlelelintoniaphaabantubekhangelaoosi

ngayephandlapha"?

Thatwasmycuetoreturntothepots,uChuma



akabisabuyakengokundagqibezelanoaphiweand

herfriends.
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Thedaywentbysoquicklyndabonaseyilixesha

lokugoduka.Ilefteverythingtotherestoftheyoung

womenandwenttopack,bekuthwekumngoeight

singahambanowitwaseightthirty.Ipackedallour

bagsthenIsatontheedgeofthebedandcalledMo

Mo:"madamsendifikile"

Me:"molotaMounjani"?

Helaughed...

Mo:"molosisi,uxolofornotgreetingfirst"

Me:"thankyou,kudalaufikile"?

Mo:"noI'vejustlandedbendisayokhangelaindawo

enokutyaIwasgonnacallyouafterwards"

Me:"that'sokay,we'llberightthere"



Mo:"okaysharp"

Me:"shouldbringyoumeatincasekungabikho

ndawoivulileyoapho"?

Mo:"iyaphumainyamayomcimbimadam"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysurebutitsnotlikeyeyesifihlo"

Mo:"okaykeenkosi"

IhungupandcalledNqaba...

Itranguntilitreachedvoicemail,Itruedagainthree

moretimesyenzathesamethingsoIshiftedand

calleduncleKuhlecozIknewLwandisowouldbe

wasted.KuhleansweredhisphoneandIcouldtell

nayehewasdrunk

‍♀

Kay:"mamaweYoungKings"

Me:"heyuhm...Ican'treachyourbrother"

Kay:"IhaveasoccerteamofbrothersMrs"



Me:"theonewhohappenstobemyhusband"

Kay:"oohthatone,letmelookforhim"

Ihungup...

Afteracoupleofminutesndilindile,myhusband

returnedmycalls.

Me:"tatakhe"

Beast:"uthiuKuhleyoumissme"

Me:"canyoucometotheroom"

Beast:"why?Issomethingwrong"?

Me:"no,justcometotheroomwiththeboys"

Beast:"babyIknowyou...what'sgoingon"?

Ihungup

Yathandauzenzaphaku-phaku.Itookashower

ndabevabengena,thenIfeltcoldairintheshowerI

turnedoffthewateranddriedmyface.



Me:"sup"?

Beast:"really?Sibizwenguwenje"

Me:"ooh,getreadyMoisalreadywaitingforus"

Beast:"westillhavetimenjeyamaziuMocouldbe

here30minuteslate"

Me:"he'sattheairport"

Beast:"attheairportalready?You'dswearyou'rehis

bossyaz.Tshini,yintonilentoqhouMongezixa

ebizwanguweefikaontime?Ifbindimloumbizileyo

ebezofikangexeshalakhelothanda"

Ndaphumaanddriedmybody...Mongeziisnever

late,justbecausehewantstohavefunwithhis

familyandfriendsmakangaxokiaphaMakashiyeke

qhaifhewantsto.Moisalwaysontime

Me:"awzovasamntuwam"?

Beast:"doIhaveto"?



Me:"aslongasungazothincakumngobilathenI'm

coolnobaawuvasanga"

Beast:"okayfinendizovasa.Udeundibizekamnandi

asifundibizelaintoemnandikodwaundinyanzela

ngamanzi"

Me:"amnandinamanzibabyyaz"

Beast:"yeah,whatever"

Thenhemumbled:"missgoody-too-shoeswam

kodwabethunauyathandauzenzabossyyho"

Me:"Iheardthat"

Beast:"oksalayoIloveyouevenifyouheardthat"

Ilaughedandwenttothekids,theyweretheworst

ndakhawlezisandabakhululaandsentthemto

theirfather.Wecouldn'tleavewithOweandSino

yet...ButIhadpromisedthemthatinaweekstime

utatabouzazobathathakuzobekudluleyonkelento



futhikuvalwenezikoloandIstillowedOwentando

hisbicyclekuyoyonkelonto.Igotdressed,Icould

hearthemsinginginthatshower ‍♀Nqaba

canbesillyandfunnywhendrunkandI'msurethey

weredoingcrazystuffinthere.WhenIwasdoneI

laydownhisclothesandtheirpj'sandgownssihleli

sizofikaebusukuendlinisebelele.ThenIwenttothe

kitchenanddishedupmeatforMoandtwoslicesof

steamedbreadndazifakakwilunchbag,onmyway

backtotheroomIbumpedontoLwandisowith

Ghostbephuma.

Soso:"awumhlengobusuku,uyaphi"?

Me:"I'mgoinghome,ugodukaniniwena"?

Soso:"uhambanabani"?

Me:"Ihaveafamily"

Soso:"letmegopack"

Me:"you'renotmyfamily"

Soso:"cousinsaresupposedtobefamilyinmy

knowledge"



Ghost:"ubungathangauhambangomvulonaTitus"?

Soso:"andihlaliendawenienamagqwirhatatwin"

Ghost:"huh"?

Me:"ukhaw'lezisekeasizolindawenathina"

Ndabadlulaandwenttofinishpacking,Ihearda

knockandwenttoopen.

Me:"Ghost"

Hewalkedin...Iturnedndamjongawithoutmoving

awayfromthedoornorclosingit.

Ghost:"IknowNqabaprobablytoldyousomeofthe

stuffIsaidaboutyoutohim,hencethistension

betweenus"

Ijustlookedathim...



Ghost:"Ididn'tknowthehistoryyouhavewith

ChumaIinitiallythoughtyou'rejustpetty,ezinye

izintosendizivangoTitusngoku.Mybrothernever

toldme"

Me:"okay"

Ghost:"ndcelaningahambinamhlanje,youcansee

thathe'shappyhere.Thekidstoo.Wemightnotbe

abletoresolvethisissuebutatleasthambani

ngomso,lethimfinishofftheday.Ourday"

Me:"I'mnotpullinghimbythenosedespitewhatyou

guysassume,thethanayeangahambiakhonto

ayileqayokakadeendliniebesenohambanaMonday

yenabutmnanabantwanabamsiyagoduka"

Beast:"sigodukasonkenjeyintoniexoxisayongoku"?

Theyemergedfromtheshower...

Beast:"heynankutataUba"



Uve:"Tata"

Ghost:"heyyoungking"

Uve:"awuwambinathiwena"?

Ghost:"nomyman,Ihavebusinesstotakecareof"

Uve:"ooh"

Ubangeshorijusttotallyignoredtherestofus...

‍♀

Beast:"whatwerewegossipingabout"?

Ghost:"uyamvauLuuyoucanstaybehindandleave

Monday,ortomorrowke"

Beast:"soniyandihleba"

Itookmysonsndabathambisaanddressedthemin

silence.

Ghost:"thisceremonywassupposedtobe



ours,you'releavingmealonetodealwiththese

peoplengoku"

Beast:"didyoucheckthetime?Akhomntu

uzofunananamelixeshafondiniyintoniwayisissy

ngoku"?

Ghost:"sundiqhelake"

Beast:"mxm"

Me:"uhm...simengawetatakhe"

Hestartedgettingdressed,hisbrotherwalkedout

shakinghishead.Ikindafeltalilsorryforhim

though hejustwantedtospendthenightwithhis

brother.

Me:"maybeyoushouldstaybehindbabe"

Beast:"don'tlethimfoolyou,uyaactor.Iknowwhen

he'ssincere"

Me:"babe"

Beast:"Luuha.a"



Me:"oh"

‍♀

Whenhewasdonewewenttothecar,hewenttotell

thefolkswe'releaving,Lwandisocametothecarjust

intime.FollowedbyuncleSihlewhowasspotted

andcalledbyUbabalo

Sihle:"niyaphisolate"

Uba:"Sish'lesiwambesoythusidoduke"

Sihle:"uyadodukawenangoku"?

Uba:"Ewefondini,khwelasiwambeuncleMois

waiting"

Sihle:"suthifondinikumkaloku"

Uba:"haike,siyawushiyathina.Byebye"

Sihle:"haykalokimanindithatheimpahlanam"

thenhewasgoneinaflash...



Uba:"heeemamauSish'lewabantuuwahamba

nathi"

Soso:"hahahauSihlewabantu"

Me:"youinvitedhimtogowithusnje"

Uba:"youinvitedutatamnje,Uveinvitedutatakhenje

naye"

Uve:"uSosoyena"?

Soso:"uncleSosokwedini"

Uve:"awuunclewena"

Uba:"ewe,umamakhoinviteduSosonaye"

Me:"mxm,youguysshem"

SuddenlySihleandNqabacameoutatthesame

timebangenaemotweniandweleft.Onceinthejet...

NdacingauLandile

Me:"SosouphiuLaa"?

Soso:"heleftintheafternoon,ukumamakhe"



Me:"mmh"

Beast:"uzamthini"?

Me:"hay"

Beast:"youcan'taskaboutyoue-"

Me:"cousin"

Beast:"whateveryoucallhim,youcan'taskabouthim

inmypresence"

Me:"Mnk,babyndcelaundijongelei-grapetizerinthe

barfridgeI'mthirsty"

Soso:"kukhoiwinesthandwa"

Uba:"awubabywenaSoso"

Beast:"tellhimYoungKing,tellhim"

Sihle:"andthenwazintoningobabywena"?

Me:"akhonejuice"?

Beast:"ambocelaKuMongeziwakho,Itoldhimto

onlystockalcohol.Itsfestive"

Me:"haikegalelaiwineleyoLwandiso"

Soso:"ewemntaseuviwendim"



Beast:"amagezaasebhofolokebabe,uyayaz

awuyontoetywaleni"

Me:"Iamthir-si-ty"

Beast:"SihlekhatshoKuMongeziapheuLuthando

idrink.TitusakhoCaptainapho"?

Soso:"kukhoamaguavaneChevasGrootman"

Beast:"galelakwiChevasleyo,Amarulabutywala

babantwana"

Sihlecameoutofthecockpitwithabottleof

Appetizerandaglasswithice.

Me:"thankyou"

Sihle:"iyabulelalechapnangenyama"

Beast:"niphathelananenyamanalechomiyakho

ngokubaby"?

Me:"Iloveyoutoobabe"



Sosojustshookhisheadashepouredthealcohol

intotheirglasses.
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Whenwegothome,Iheadedupstairsnabantwana

bam.Isatontheedgeofthebedandcalledta

Ghost...despiteNqabasayinguyaactor,Ikindafelt

bad.

Ghost:"Luu"

Me:"Ijustwantedtoapologize...andaziforntonibutI

kindafeelbadthatyouhavetospendtherestofthe

nightwithoutyourtwinbrotherbyyourside"

Ghost:"heyitscool,Igetwhyhewantstogowith

you"

Me:"youdo"?

Ghost:"he'sprotectiveofyouandthekids,ifhethinks

y'allareatriskbybeinghere..."



Me:"ohokayke.Haveagoodnight"

Ghost:"enkosi.Youtoo"

Ihungup...

Iwenttomykidsroomandtuckedthemincozthey

werealreadyfastasleepthenIwentdownstairsto

checkontheguysndafikaKubomvuitafile,Iwasn't

reallysurprisedcozuNqabanoLwandisozii

nkonkxaxabedibeneanduSihleonlydrinkson

occasion.Maybethiswasthe"occasion"kecozhe

hadawhiskeyinhishand.

Me:"so...there'sapartydownhere"

Beast:"heybaby...wantmetotuckyouin"?

Soso:"yintoninaninasibangabhekangaphanini

nisinyhalangeloveTrina?Yaskeyangathinizi

teenagersngoku"

Sihle:"iMonangumbhalowekofu"

Beast:"youshouldgethitchedniqqauzozivelaba



kumnandiemtshatweni"

Me:"mxmuzotshatelakubaniloseeinghe'signoring

hisgirlfriend"?

Sihle:"vumayou'reashoemakersirtwin,ncama"

Soso:"sozendibesisishumanemnaSihlenoba

sekuthwani,whenI'mdonewithall'othis

partying,amagobacktomylady.Ndizofika

endilindile"

Sihle:"umenzamuncuuLindokodwa"

Soso:"correctionsirtwinuzenzamuncuuLindo,how

doesshebegintoukhweletelauS'bongileapha

ebantwini?How?Njani?"

Beast:"haynawejongaubabyujongeu

Lindo,uzothiniungakhweletiumntanawabantu"

Me:"babyhayi"

Soso:"haskaumuncuuLindotshini.Shecan'thave

thewholemealonefuthike"

Beast:"she'sforkeepsthough,neverrejoiceovera

womanwhodoesn'tgetjealousforyou.Nondindwa

lowo"



Me:"whatareyoutrynasaykengokubabe"?

Sihle:",uh-oh"

Soso:"subaselasirtwin"

Sihlejustlaughed

Beast:"haybabykalokuwenayougetjealous,noba

youwon'tadmitit.Iknowyoudo"

Soso:"she'stheworstkelouthethangaye,askme"

Sihle:"hahahauthiniSoso"?

Soso:"yhuuuS'bongilengunumberone,ude

abeneendawoezingathiugulelaukufa"

Me:"fokofSoso"

Soso:"amIlying"?

Me:"babendcelauzeupstairsforasecond"

Sihle:"uyabalekanaMrs"?

Me:"nope,IknowTituswilltalkallnight.Ineedto

sleep"

Beast:"...andsheneedsthetamedBeasttotuckher

in...ningasilandelimakwedini"



Soso:"asif"

Beast:"phindaTitus"

Soso:"ndithiasozesinilandeletaBeast,uyandiva

kengoku"?

Beast:"hm"

Wefollowedeachotherupthestairs,whenwegotin

theroomhesatontheedgeofthebedandpulled

mebythearmsoIstoodrightinfrontofhimmaking

himlookuptome...

Beast:"I'mallyours"

Me:"firstdomeafavour"

Beast:"anything"

Me:"ndcelauxukuxeusingthemouthwash"

Beast:"forwhat?IfIdothat,Iwon'ttastemywhiskey

thewayI'msupposedto"

Me:"isthewhiskeymoreimportantthanyour



beautifulwife,sexy,pregnantwife"?

Helookedatme,Igavehimpuppyeyes.Waphakama

stillholdingme...

Beast:"yourwish,ismycommandma'am"

Hepeckedmycheekandleft,ndatshondakhulula

andworemyownPJsndamlindainbed.Ineededa

footmassage myfeetwerelikefatcakesandI

knewIwouldn'tbeabletosleepwithoutamassage

tu .Hereturnedwothukawabekaizandla

esinqeni...

Beast:"andhereIthoughtIwasabouttogeta

kiss...youknowIcan'tsleepwhileIhavevisitors

neh"?

Me:"Ijustwantafootrubbabydaddytu"

Beast:"ukuxukuxanenyawobabyzidibanaxakuphi



mhlawumbi"?

Me:"hau,Iwasthinkingaheadbabelikeforreward

purposes"

Heshookhishead,openedthedrawer,removedDeep

Heatrubbingointmentandsatdownliftingupboth

mylegstohislapsandstartedrubbingonefootat

thetime.

Me:"Sobabyneh..."

Beast:"uh-huh"

Me:"whenarewegoingonthatholidayyouwere

talkingabout"?

Beast:"soon"

Me:"howsoon"?

Beast:"assoonasOweandSinogetherethenwe

cango"

Me:"ooh...andtheDNAtests"?



Beast:"sezenziwebabewe'reonlywaitingforthe

resultstobemailed"

Me:"really?Whichdoctordidyouuse"?

Beast:"DrChetty,saidtheresultswillbebackin

abouttwoweeks"

Me:"mmh"

Ithenlethimfocusonwhathewasdoing,bythe

timehewasdoneIwashalfasleep.Ifelthim

coveringmybodythenIheardhimbreathingnear

myearndancuma

Me:"nightbaby"

Beast:"slyfoxsakwabani,ngokuubungathiuleleapha

baby"?

Me:"kalokyourhandsdothemost"

Hekissedmeonthelips,Ismiledandkissedhim

back.Healmostfeltontopofmewithhisentire



weightbuthewasfastenoughtobalancewithone

hand,notbreakingthekiss.ThatverymomentI

wishedtherewasnoonedownstairs...Ireally

missedhim,especiallyafterthatlilargumentwehad

beforeIsentthemtoEastLondon.Imissedmyman

andIwantedhimasinyesterday

Beast:"baby"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"canwesavethisfortomorrow"?

Me:"yousure"?

Beast:"babyuyamaziindlelaangenangqondongayo

uTitusangangenaaphaanyminutefromnow"

Thatwastrue

Hegotup,peckedmeonthelips,whispereda

goodnightthenheleft.Icuddledmyselfupunderthe

coversandfellasleep.



FollowingmorningIwakeupexpectingtoseemy

husbandrightnexttomebutitwasvisiblethathe

didn'tevencometobed.Igotoffthebed,wenttothe

bathroomtodomymorningbusinessthenIwentto

checkonmysonswhowereseeminglystillfast

asleep.AfterthatIwentdownstairsndafikakulelwe

onthecouches,emptyalcoholbottlesscatteredall

overthelounge.

Firstinstinctwastowakethemupbaclean'ebut

thenIdecidedtoleavethemndayophekela

abantwanabamipapa.Thesegrownmenwould

havetowakeupxabecingileandcleanupafter

themselves.

"Siwambeutatam"

Ilookeduptothetopofthestairs therewas

Ubabalodraggingateddybeardownthosestairs

Me:"morningUba"



Uba:"morningMommy,uphitatakho"?

Me:"khamvusenankuelounge"

Hehurrieddownthestairsandwenttothelounge,I

dishedupforallofthemandwenttobath.

Bazotyisana.IhadbusinesstoattendtosoI

preparedtogotooffice,tookmyhandbagand

headedoutndadlulaxabevuka.

Me:"Luu"

Beast:"mh"?

Me:"I'mgoingoutfortherestofthemorning,ipapa

isonthekitchencounter"

Beast:"mmh"

Me:"plsbathyoursonsafterthey've

eaten,kuyabandaphandleI'dappreciateitiftheystay

indoors"

Akaphendula...



Igrabbedmycarkeysanddroveoutndafikakanye

xakuvulwa.Itoldthesecurityguytoinform

everyonewe'remeetingatthelobbyinexactlythirty

minutesfromtheclockingintimethenIwenttomy

office.FiveminuteslaterkwafikauLibhongo

Libo:"molosisiunjani"?

Me:"ndisharpunjani"?

Libo:"I'mgood,itsgoodtohaveyouback"

Me:"thankyou,pleasegimmeabriefsummaryof

what'sbeengoingoninmyabsence.Wehavea

meetingin25minutes"

Shestartedfromthetop,Imademyownnotesand

excusedherasIpreparedabrieflineupofthingsto

bepointedoutatthemeeting.
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Me:"Goodmorningladiesandgentlemen,forthoseof



youwhogotemployedinmyabsenceandeveryone

elsewhohappenstoknowme,mynameisSibongile

LuthandoGwala.I'msuremostofthepermanent

staffknowmeasaNtabeni,right"?

All:"yesma'am"

Me:"wellthathaschanged,I'mMrsGwalafromnow

onwards.Movingrightontotheagendaoftheday..."

Weaddressedalltheissueseveryonehadand

discussedawayforward...ButnotbeforeI

addressedtheteamthatdecidedtodoago-slow.

Me:"inthefuture,anyonewhodecidestogoon

strike,riotorgoslowwillloosetheirjob.Indefinitely.

We'realladultsheretrynamakealiving,ifyoucan't

addressyourissueslikeanadultshould,thenyou'll

betreatedlikeachild.Ohandonemorething...we

don'tjusthirefamilymembersorbecausewefeel

like.Wehirewhenthere'sagaptofilloraneedfor

extrastuff,asyouallknoweachandeverybusiness

inthisbuildinghasitsownmanagerwhothen



reportstomeandifI'mnotavailabletheyallreport

toLibhongo"

Iheardsomepeoplemumbling...

Me:"asoftoday,allthosemanagerswillnow

officiallyreporttoLibothenLibowillreporttome.I

donotexpectanemployeetoskiphis/hermanager

andgostraighttoLibowiththeirgrievances...

Properprotocolmustbefollowed.Iwilltakealook

atoursalescombined,ifbyanychancethere's

growththenconsideryourselvesblessedwithan

extrabonus...ifnot,merryXmasanyway.Now,if

there'snothingelse...themeetingisadjourned"

Wonkumntureturnedtotheirworkstations,Ireturned

tomyofficeandrespondedtosomee-mailsbefore

callingLiboin...IstillhadtogotoJo'burg.Itsbeena

longtimesinceIcheckedonmyboutiquethatside



Libo:"ubundibizile"

Me:"comein,sit"

Thenhubbydecidedtocallexactlyinthatmoment

‍♀...

Me:"babyI'minameeting"

Beast:"Morning"

Me:"morning"

Beast:"whattimewillyoubehome"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,Istillhavealotifworktodoandon

topofthatIneedtobeinJo'burgbeforetheendof

theday"

Beast:"can'tyouworkfromhome"?

Me:"why"?

Beast:"There'ssomewhereIhavetobe,ndizobathini

abantwana"?



Me:"youmeanabantwanabakho"?

Beast:"yeah"

Me:"hambanaboifyoucan'twaitformetoreturn"

Beast:"cummonLuuiyangomsoeJo'burg,ayikho

child-friendlylendawondiyakuyoIcan'ttakethem

with,andndihambanaboooSihle"

Me:"canIcallyoubackwhenI'mdonehere"?

Beast:"wenzani"?

Me:"ItoldyouI'minameetingnjetatakhe"

Beast:"okay"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup

Mxm.

IshiftedmyfocusbacktoLibhongo...



Me:"Thankyouforholdingthefortinmyabsence,I

reallyappreciateit"

Libo:"itsnotaproblemTee,itkeepsmebusy

anyway"

Me:"wellasofnextyearxasivulaI'dlikeyoutobethe

managersmanager"

Libo:"soyouweren'tjokingatthemeeting"?

Me:"no,aftertheselastcoupleofmonthsInoticed

howyoumanagedtheplacewithoutmyassistance

sowhynotofficiallydoit?Andbesides,Iwantto

exploreonotherbusinesses,Iwon'thavetimetobe

hereoko"

Libo:"sodoesthismeannemaliyamizonyuka"?

Me:"yes"

Libo:"ohwow,thankyou"

Me:"justkeepondoingwhatyoudobest,Imight

reinstateyoutotheboutiqueinJo'burg"

Libo:"I'dactuallylovethat,I'mmoreindependentnow.



I'msureJo'burgwon'tbeascruelasthelasttime"

Me:"hm,good.You'reexcused"

Libo:"thankyousomuch"

Me:"you'rewelcome"

Waphakamaandwalkedtothedoor...

Me:"Libo"

Libo:"sis"?

Me:"youshouldgooutmoreoften,getalife,geta

man...you'retooyoungtoburyyourselfinwork

everyday"

Sheblushedandwalkedout Icontinued

working...afewhourslater,hubbycalledagain

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"hayhay,that'showyouansweracallngoku"?



Me:"oh...hey"

Beast:"hey"?

Me:"imababyndizakuhoyangokungoku"

Beast:"don'ttellmeyou'restillatwork"

Iproofreadthefestivegreetingsandappreciation

emailIwaswritingthensentit,forwardedittoallthe

suppliers...

Me:"okay,done.What'sup"?

Beast:"ubuyanini"?

Me:"Istillhavealottodosoandikhosure"

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"Luthando"

Beast:"ItoldyoufourhoursagothatIhavesome

businesstoattendto,IcannotgowiththeboysandI

mostdefinitelycannotleaveungekhoaphaendlini"

Me:"can'tyouasksomeonetogoonyourbehalf?I'm



literallyswampedhere"

Beast:"UnfortunatelyIcan'tsendanyone,alltheguys

areoutofthecountry"

Me:"okaycanyougivemetwomorehourske"?

Beast:"heeebethuna,nkosikaziI'malreadyfour

hourslate.Four"

Me:"kalokumyenindigqibelekudalaaphasoizinto

ezininzindifikezilindemnaandIcan'tjustpopin

andgo.Ihavetoattendtomostofthesethings

mostspeciallybecausekuyavalwasoon"

Beast:"wellifyoudon'tcomehomerightnowI'm

bringingyourchildrentoyou"

Me:"mychildren?Youknowthat'sunfairright"?

Beast:"Iknow,butIdon'thaveachoicebabyIreally

havetogetgoing"

Me:"hehNqabayomziLuthandoGwala"

Beast:"SibongileLuthandoGwala"

Me:"yaziyouhavehundreds,maybethousandsand

thousandsofmenonyourpayrollandIonlyhave



myselfkodwawohlulwatosacrificejustthisoneday

formetosortoutmybusinessissues.Your

businessesmightbebiggerthanminebutthat

doesn'tmeantheyshouldtakepriorityukodlula

ezam.Asateam,weshouldbeworkingtogetherand

encouragingoneanotherinallareas"

Beast:"you'regettingpersonalkengokuLuu"

Me:"noI'mnot,I'mjustdrawingapictureforyouhere.

WearebothbusinessownersandIreallyrespect

youasbothabusinessmanandasmyhusbandbut

yougottagivemeachancebra.IknowI'mawifeto

youandamothertoourchildrenfuthikeIdotake

fullresponsibilityandperformmywifelyand

motherlydutiesonregularbasisbutbabyIneeda

chancetogroommystuff,polishmycraftandexcel

atwhatIknowbest.Ialsowantanempireofmy

own,somethingthatIcanonedaylookatandbe

proudof,Ialsowanttoseemydreamsbeingrealised

andmaybeinthatprocessrealiseamaphupha

abanyeabantwanaandallofthatisnotgonna

happenifIdon'tputinaneffort"



Hedidn'trespond...Iknewhe'sprobablyshockedba

isukaphiyonkelentondiyithethayo.

‍♀

Me:"I'mnottryingtoguilttripyouintostayingand

watchingoveryourkids,Ijustwishattimesthat

you'dregardmylifegoalsasimportantasIregard

yoursthat'sall"

Beast:"butIdonjebabyallthetime..."

Me:"yeahuhm...I'llbetherejustnow.I'msorryfor

makingyoulate"

Beast:"noitsokay...dowhatyouhavetodo.I'llsee

howtomanage"

Me:"cummontatakheitsactuallycool,I'llbetherein

thenextthirtyminutes"

Beast:"Nalique"

Me:"babe"?

Beast:"Itsreallyokay,youdon'thavetocomehome

rightaway.ContinuewithyourworkI'llholdthefort"



Me:"areyousure"?

Beast:"yesI'msure"

Me:"thankyou"

Beast:"sharp"

Me:"andIloveyou"

Beast:"weloveyouevenmore"

Ihungup

Tyhini!

Itsnevereasytowatchorlethimgoonhisbusiness

tripswhethertheyarelegalornotbutI'vealwayslet

himgoirregardlessofhowIfeltbecauseI

understoodthatitsbusinessandhehastogo.At

somepointIfeltrelievedItoldhimallof

that...anotherluggageoffmychest.

IcalledtheboutiqueinJo'burg,toldthemtofixthe

booksI'llbetherethefollowingdaythenIbookeda

suiteformeandmykidsfortherestoftheweek



becauseunlikethebusinessinPE,Ihadtocarefully

lookatthebooksespeciallythefinancedeptand

thatcouldn'tbedoneinoneday.Iwouldn'tliketobe

cheatedonrightundermynose.Iwantedtoexpand

mybusinessordealingeneral,notjustown

boutiques,cafésandrestaurantsbutIwanteda

wholelotmore.IknewIcoulddoawholelotmore

withmylifeandnotjustbeaganstaswifewhoowns

acoupleofsmallshopsbutawellrespected

businesswomanwhoearnedhermarkontheForbes

list.

IdialedLwandiso...

Soso:"mntakaankile"

Me:"you'restilldrunkSosoonaSundayafternoon"?

Soso:"noI'mnot"

Me:"thenwhydoyousounddrunk"?

Soso:"wellifyoumustknow,bendithindiyaqabula

ndasukandabonaibhodlelaseliphelilebutIcan



promiseyou,I'mnotdrunk.Really"

Me:"mxm,uyevha"?

Soso:"kanenewhydidyoucall"?

Me:"Iwantedtoasknityentonieminisothatndibuye

ndiphekeisupper"

Soso:"weatealotofstuffandikhonasurewhatwas

what,butwedidn'tcook.Sityeiileftoversand

ordered"

Me:"okay,pleasecheckformeifikhonaintoekhoyo

kulabucketyemarinatedbeef"

Soso:"sure"

Iwaitedforhimtogocheck...

Soso:"there'snobeef,butthere'smuttonandfrozen

pork"

Me:"okaysharp.Where'smyhusband"?

Soso:"ulalisaabantwanabakho"



Me:"Sho"

Soso:"uzobuyawhattime"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbutI'lltrytobehomeintimeto

makedinner"

Soso:"sharp"

Hehungup I'msupposedtohangup,Icalledhim.

OnceIsortedeverythingoutIpackedupand

preparedtogo...

"CanIcomein"?

IlookedupandtherewasEvelynSmith!
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Me:"Eve...hey...comein"



Shewalkedin...yep,shewalkedrightinwitha

weekendbag.Icamearoundmydeskandembraced

her.Thehugwasn'tastight butitwasstilla

hug...

Me:"youlookgreat,howhaveyoubeen?Whatare

youdoinginPE"?

Eve:"somanyquestions,whatareyoudoinghereall

alone"?

Me:"alone"?

Eve:"yeahthebuildingisemptybutthesecurityguy

saidyou'restillhere"

Me:"haibokantiwhat'sthetime"?

Ichecked...Itwaslate,likereallylate.Pastfivetosix

kindalate.

Me:"ohmygoshitslate,masambe"



Eve:"youmusthavebeenworkinghard,foryounotto

noticethatit'slate"

Me:"youhavenoidea"

Igrabbedmystuffandheadedout,Istillhada

coupleofthingstofinalizebutthesecouldwait.

Nowwasmyfamilytime...

WegotinthecarandwenttoGreenacresshopping

mallbecausewithvisitorsendliniIhadtomakesure

yonkintoikhonaespeciallyizintoezimnandisoI

boughtacoupleofthings...allthesweetthingsjust

tomakeeveryonehappywhentheyopenupthe

fridge.Iboughtmyhusbandaboxofhisfavorite

mintscentedcigars,twolitredrinkingyoghurtand

M&Ms.Umntuuyacengwanobaakenzanganto,just

tokeepthepeacethenIboughtafewthingsforhis

brotherandmycousin.WhenI'veboughteverything

wedrovehomejustchattingaboutsillythings.At

thedoor,Icouldsmellthesweetmarinatedmeat



Me:"don'ttellmetheycooked"

Eve:"who'sthey"?

Me:"oh,IforgottotellyouthatSihleandSosoare

here"

Eve:"Sihletheotherinlawtwin"?

Me:"yep"

Eve:"ooh,howlongaretheyherefor"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,bazeKutatalaphaso ‍♀..."

Iknockedandopenedthedoor,hewasindeed

cooking.Umntuaveleabejuicykanjeekitchen

enxibeneapron

Me:"heybaby"

Beast:"heymommabear"

Hetooktheshoppingbagsandkissedmeonthe

lips,Imeltedimmediately IwishedEvewasn't



standinghere...

Beast:"auntEvelyn"

Eve:"taBeast"

Beast:"itsbeenalongtimesincewesawyou"

Eve:"I'vebeenbusy,buthereIam"

Beast:"welcome"

Shesmiledandwalkedtothelounge...Istoodthere

alildisappointedthathecookedwhileIwashoping

tocookdinnerandalilmoredisappointedbythe

tensionIfeltbetweenthetwoofthem.Iknow

Evelyn,unedramaumntasekhaya.

Me:"Iwashopingtocookdinnerforyou"

Beast:"you'renotahousewifemylove,Ican'texpect

youtocookafterthelongdayyou'vehad"

Me:"oh"



Beast:"ifweweren'tpregnantI'dbeofferingyoua

glassofredwinebut,I'msurethiswilldothetrick"

Hegavemeaglassofgrapejuice Itookasip,put

theglassdownandwenttocheckthepots.He

cookedwhatIwantedtocook,papandmeat...well

theweatherwaspermissive.Itookapieceandsat

onthekitchencounter...

Beast:"imnandi"?

Me:"divine...wannataste"?

Beast:"mmh"

Hecame,Iswallowedthelastpieceashestoodin

frontofme,mylegspulledhiminaswekissed

tenderlyforacoupleofseconds.Istopped

ndamjonga

Me:"thankyoufortoday"



Beast:"youdon'thaveto,we'reinthistogether"

Me:"wellthankyouanyway,baphiabantwanabam"?

Beast:"oohngabakhongoku"?

Me:"hahasuqalauchukutatakhe"

Hegavemeanotherkiss,thenhepreparedtodishup.

Iunloadedtheshoppingbagsandtookhiscigarsto

ourroom,wenttocheckonthekidsthenshowed

Evelynherroombeforeweallsataroundfordinner.

Afteracoupleofchats,weallheadedtoourrooms.I

ranabubblebathformyselfndangenakuyofeeling

thewarmwatersoothmymuscles...thenItookmy

phoneandcancelledthehotelsuiteIbooked.My

husbandhasanapartmentinJo'burg,whyshould

wewastemoneyonhotelsespeciallysinceEvelyn

justpoppedupoutofnowhereandIknowthekinda

husbandImarriedwouldwanttofollowusifwe

endedupgoing.AkanantangauNqabawaziwa

ndim...



Beast:"areyouavoidingme"?

Me:"Iwish"

Hesatonthetoiletseatandwatchedme

Beast:"umcholaphiudadwenu"?

Me:"shearrivedattheofficengokusendizophuma"

Beast:"shelookslikeshewashopingIwouldn'tbe

around"

Me:"yamazuEvengedrama"

Beast:"hm"

Me:"worryyamkubaIhavetocanceltheJo'burgtrip

nowthatshe'shere"

Beast:"why"?

Me:"Iwashopingtospendtheweekkwelacala,but

andizokwaziumshiyaaphakalok"

Beast:"hambanayekaloku"

Me:"I'llsuggestthattohertomorrowmorning...



Whereareyourapartmentkeys"?

Beast:"zikuVincent,nizohlalakhona"?

Me:"yeah"

Beast:"thenI'malsogoing"

Me:"youhavevisitorsnjelove"

Beast:"mxmtheseboys...okayI'lljoinyoumidweek"

Me:"youmighthavetojoinuswithTituskesanacoz

andimboniegodukaanytimesoon"

Beast:"thatcousinofyoursistroublesomeyazbabe"

Me:"andyoulovehimsoverymuch"

Beast:"Itoleratehimbecauseofyou"

Me:"liar,youlovethedramaLwandisobrings"

Beast:"talkingofdrama.."

Me:"singathethingeEastLondonkepls"

Beast:"EastLondon?Lentwanababyndihambenayo

ndiyoservice'aimotosishiyauSihle

nabantwana,nakoibonaomnyumntanacaba

bayazanayamkhwaza,thegirlturnedyamjongathen



shetotallyignoredhim.UTituswaphakama

wandishiyaaphowayakulamntanaandbeforeI

knewit,nazoinwelezomntanabantuzibhabha

emoyeni"

Me:"babyzibhabhanjaninainwelezomntu"?

Beast:"itmusthavebeenawigkalokbaby,iphantse

yafananalaMalaysianweaveyakhoimaesinqeni"

Me:"sobabyuthiuyiboneseyibhabha"?

Beast:"yhoandabinantloni.Wabuyaephole

aphentlokouTitusblowingawhistle"

Yhoandayihleka

Me:"babyuzobangathiucuntsekilekokuhamba

kwakhonoLwandiso"

Beast:"hemakesmelaughndingayivanendlelanje"

Me:"soyouadmitthatyoulovehim"



Wahleka

Icameout,drainedthewaterandcleanedthe

bath,wrappedatowelaroundmybodyandlefthim

formyroom.Isatinfrontofthemirrorand

lotioned,hefollowedwithmyphonewakhulula.

Beast:"intlokoyakhoiyandifratsayazisthandwa

sam"

Me:"ufratswayintlokoyam"?

Beast:"andIthinkyoushouldvisitthesalon.Soon"

Me:"butthishairstyleisnotevenuptothreeweeks

oldnje"

Beast:"butiyigqibileiveki.Thatshouldcountfor

something"

Me:"babywhat'syourproblemwithmyhair"?

Beast:"Ihavenoproblematall...Iwasjustsaying"

Me:"ndiyakuvakaloknam,but...ifyou'resuggestingI

gotothesalonthenbepreparedtopayforafull

bodymassage,aManiandPediandanentirelynew



outfit"

Beast:"ubalalolo"

Me:"I'lldoeverythinginJo'burgthankyou"

Beast:"takethecardwithyou"

Me:"whyareyoubeingsogenerous"?

Beast:"amInotnaturallygenerous"?

Ijoinedhiminbedandlayonhimbodyto

body,plantingairykissesonhislips

Me:"talktome"

Beast:"itsabouttoday,thethingsyousaid"

Me:"shouldIapologize"?

Beast:"no,that'snotwhatImeant.I'mactuallyglad

youspokeout"



Me:"soyou'resplashingmoneyonmetoeaseyour

guilt"?

Beast:"maybe"

Me:"soyouareguilty"?

Beast:"hehhaikenkosikazi"

Me:"kalokumyeniwamyoumustknow,themoney

strategyisnotgonnawork"

Beast:"okay...Iapologizeformakingyoufeelthat

way.I'vetoldyoubefore,anythingandeverythingthat

isimportanttoyouisimportanttometoo"

Me:"soyoureallydon'tmindhavinganindependent

wife?Awifewhoaspirestobeamongtheleading

businesswomeninAfrica"?

Beast:"aslongaswebuildalegacyoutofthese

empireswe'retrynabuild.Ourchildrenareofutmost

importanceinanythingandeverythingwedo"

Me:"mmkay"

Hekissedme



Beast:"onceIreturnfromhome,Iwantustostarta

newventure.Together"

Me:"bytogetheryoumeanI'llbeinthefrontlineand

you'llbeinthebackground"?

Beast:"somethinglikethat"

Me:"Whatexactlyisthenewventure"?

Beast:"thatwecandiscussafterndibuyeekhaya"

Me:"okay,goodnight"

Beast:"night"

Iclosedmyeyesashecovereduswiththeblanket.

Beast:"loveyou"

Me:"mh"
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UsuallySundayifkuphangelwekuyekuphunyweu

13:00soformetoworktillafterfivemeansI

actuallyoverworkedmyself,hencendingakwazanga

uvukathefollowingmorning.Mysensesmeltfreshly

brewedcoffeendavulaamehlo...

Beast:"goodmorning"

Iclosedmyeyesagain,hewasfullydressed.Inasuit

nogal.AfteraminuteIsatup,umzimbawam

ubuhlunguwonke idon'tknowwhy...

Me:"uyaphisoearlybaby"?

Beast:"Ihaveabusinessmeetingoutoftown,I'll

probablybeoutfortheentireday"

Me:"youlookthepart...thankyouforthecoffee"

Iwenttofreshenupinthebathroomndabuya,he

wasputtingonhiscologneIjusttookmycoffeeand



watchedhimfinishup.

Me:"uzobuyakengoku"?

Beast:"I'mnotreallysure,maybendiyeeKapa"

Me:"why"?

Beast:"FunekandilungiseleleuNtandouzohlala

phayafornow"

Me:"youcanstilldothatubuyemos"

Beast:"xasendiphayaImighthavetocheckoutthe

businessprogressionswiththegentsezikhoyo"

Me:"oh,zikhonaezikhoyo"?

Beast:"babuyelastnight"

Me:"oh"

Heturnedandlookedatmequizzically

Beast:"areyoustillgoingtoJo'burgkodwa"?



Me:"I'mnotsure"

Beast:"TyhiniLuthando"

Me:"hayandinyanzelekangakalokutatakhe"

Beast:"ujikexakuphi"?

Me:"andijikanga,Imightnotsleepqha.Meaning,you

alsohavetocomebackhometoo"

Beast:"mmh"

Hefinishedgroominghimself...

Beast:"HowdoIlook"?

Me:"yummy"

Beast:"isthatgoodenoughfortheboardroom"?

Me:"youmeanbedroom?Itsmorethangood

enough"

Hecametokissme,hiscolognekilledmyjoints

...



Me:"andyousmellgoodtoo"

Beast:"areyoudrooling"?

Me:"BabyI'mdoingmorethandrooling"

Helaughe,kissedmeagainIhungontohim.I've

beenonneedofhisloveandaffectionforthepast

fewdaysnowbeingfacedwiththepossibilitythathe

mightnotbehometonightwasn'tgonnaworkfor

me.Absentmindedlyhisblazerflewacrossthe

roomfollowedbyhisshirt...

Beast:"mmbabyndiza-balate"

Me:"you'rethebossanyway"

Myboobsreceivedagoodsqueezeleavingamoan

fromthedepthofmythroat,hislipsleftmyownto

leavewettracesandlovebitesdownmyneck.Ilet

himtaketheleadasheworshipedmybody,lingering



foramomentonmygrowingbabybumpthenback

tomylipsbeforeslidingdowntothepleasurepalace.

IknownguMasterwhenitcomestothebedroom

dutiesbuthetotallyexceededmyexpectations.

Aftericameacoupleoftimeshegotinbetweenmy

kneesfindinghiswayintothesacredholemaking

meholdmybreathforasec,onlyreleasingafterhe

wasfullyin.

Wewentatitforawhilebeforehittingthepeak

together,heslumpednexttome.Bothofuslyingon

ourbacks,Isnakedmyheadovertohischestand

listenedtohisheartbeat.

Me:"thankyou"

Beast:"you'reevil,howcanyoudothistomendisaya

phambikwaBantu"?

Me:"atleastyouwon'tbethinkingaboutsexwhen

youseeasexywomaninthatboardroom"

Beast:"see?Uyakhweletababy"

Me:"noI'mnot"



Beast:"denyitallyouwant,Iknowuyakhweletaqha"

Isulked hesatup,Ifollowedandjustgavehima

sulkingface

Me:"doyouhavetogo"?

Hekissedme,deeplyIfoundmyhandsgoallover

hismuscledtorso.Thisguyrighthere

Beast:"Ihaveto...andnowIhavetoshower,allover

again"

Me:"Icanbatheyouifyoulike "

Beast:"Iloveyousoverymuchbutnothankyou

baby"

Ilaughedathisdramaticexclamationandfellonmy

backreminiscingaboutthecoupleofminutesthat

justpassednotsolongago...



Hebathed,gotdressed,cametokissmethen

waphuma themedicationhegotforthemorning

sicknessmusthavebeenworkingmiraclesbecause

sendibugqibelakudalaumbonaeleqangasese.After

mycoffeeIcleanedtheroom,bathedandgot

dressedthenIwenttoEve'sroomndafikaevukile

justwatchingthebeachbythewindow

Me:"morning"

Eve:"hey,morning"

Me:"sleptwell"?

Eve:"verymuchthankyou,goingsomewhere"?

Me:"yeahuhm,IhavetobeinJo'burginthenext

hour.Doyoumindbabysitting"?

Eve:"notatall,justmakesureyouleavecarkeys

wherewecaneasilyfindthem"

Me:"alrightthankyou"

IwalkedoutanddialedMo,Ihadalreadybookedhim



butIdidn'tknowhisbossalsohadplansfortoday.

Mo:"madam"

Me:"morning,unjani"?

Mo:"I'mgoodunjaniwena"?

Me:"I'mgood,utatalaphauhambenawe"?

Mo:"ha.auzohambanamlateokwangokuuse

Grahamstown"

Me:"ohsohedrovehimselfthere"

Mo:"yes,butsendilaphawaitingforyou"

Me:"I'monmyway"

Mo:"alright"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup,mademyselfaberrysmoothiendahamba.

WegottoJo'burgthenuMowaphindelaeBhayi,I

wenttofetchthebooksfromtheboutiqueand

attendedtosomeissuesnaphayathatneededmy



attentionthenIdrovetotheShisaNyamabecause

iincwadibendizozijongelaendlini,Ididn'thavethe

officeenergy.WhenIgotthereIwentstraighttothe

officendafikakukhoaSothoguy

Guy:"I'msorryma'ambutnocustomersareallowed

inhere.Pleasegooutside"

Me:"hi,ukhonauVince"?

Guy:"sorry"?

Me:"wherecanIfindVincent"?

Guy:"he'snotaround,hisshiftonlystartslatertoday"

Me:"okay"

Guy:"nexttimeplsaskawaitressorwaiter,thisisa

restrictedarea"

Me:"myapologies"

Heignoredthatapologyandreturnedtothescreen

infrontofhim,Iwalkedouttothetablesandplaced

anorder.Takeaway,thencalledVince...



Vince:"Tee,thisisasurprise"

Me:"hey,uphi"?

Vince:"I'mathome,what'sup"?

Me:"I'mattheShisaNyamaandIneedthekeyto

yourbrothersapartment"

Vince:"yhoondicingaiJo'burgtraffickengoku.But

okayndyeza,ordersomethingsolong.Onthehouse"

Me:"enkosi"

Ihungupandorderedasodawhilewaitingformy

takeaway,IdialedKeri

Keri:"heybaby"

Me:"yoursisterisatmyhouse"

Keri:"Evelyn?Wherehasshebeenallthistime"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,wehaven'tspokenmuch"

Keri:"heee,letmecallhernow"



Me:"mmkay''

Wehungup,myorderwastakingawhileandsowas

Vincent.IdecidedtocallmakhulubecauseIwanted

tospeaktoSino...

Ma:"Luthando,hello"

Me:"hellomamaunjani"?

Ma:"Ndiyaphilasisiunjaniwena"?

Me:"ndiyaphilanam,bendicelauthethanoSino

mama"

Ma:"akekhoumnkenoAphiwe"

Me:"oohokay"

Ma:"theyhavebeenaskingnibathathanini"?

Me:"IthoughtOwewouldwanttospendXmaswith

hisparents"

Ma:"uChumaumnkilenamhlanjeaftertheyfetched

theirreports,akhangeafuneuhambauOwentando



umxelelebabuyakunieBhayi"

Me:"oohokay,ithinkutatawabouzazobathatha

Wednesdayorthursdaydependingbaubuyenini

eKapa"

Ma:"oohokay,Iwillpackforthem"

Me:"thankyou,IwillsendimaliyeXmasnge20

mamaIhopeayikholatekakhulu"

Ma:"akhongxakimntanam,enkosi"

Me:"alrightke,plstellthemtocallmexabebuyile"

Ma:"willdothat...butingathiumntuokhoyongu

Owentando"

Me:"oh,ndcelaunikenayelowo"

ShecalledOweinthebackground...

Owe:"hello"

Me:"heyboyunjani"?

Owe:"I'mgoodmamaunjaniwena"?



Me:"I'mgood,zithathiweiireportszenu"?

Owe:"ewemamaandsipasilesobabini"

Me:"that'sgreat,areyourmarksworthyofourdeal"?

Owe:"morethanworthyifImaysaysomyself"

Me:"heynow,don'tgetaheadofyourself"

Owe:"heeemama,okaywhenareyoufetchingus

uzozibonela"?

Me:"I'llaskdaddytocomefetchyoubetween

WednesdayandThursday"

Owe:"Okay,we'llstartpackingthen.

UbusowuyithengileIbicycleyam"?

Me:"no,butI'llbuyitwithyouxaulapha"

Owe:"great,Ihaveoneinmind"

Me:"justprayyourdadagreeswiththiskindareward.

Ididn'treallytellhimufunaibicycle"

Owe:"I'lldealwithdadwhenIgetthere"



Wehungupandsodawasalreadyfinished,mymeat

orderwasalsoinfrontofme.Iwasabouttodial

VincentwhenIheardhimlaughingwithsomeguys

soIstoppedandwaitedforhim.
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Vincentcameuptome,Igotupashestretchedout

hisarmsforahug.Wehuggedbrieflythensat

down...

Vince:"itsbeenalongtime,howare"?

Me:"I'vebeengreat,Iseeyou'regreattoo"

Vince:"whatcanIsay"?

Me:"where'sLiz"?

Vince:"shewenttoCapeTown,Marcuswantedto

seehisson"

Me:"oh..Okay"

Vince:"erh...whydoyousoundsuspicious"?



Me:"Ido"?

Vince:"Tee,whatdoyouknowthatIdon't"?

Me:"huh?WhatexactlyareyoutalkingaboutVince"?

Hegavemethatlook...leKaNqabawhenhe'stryna

searchthehiddenanswerfromme.

Me:"don'tlookatmelikethat,onlymyhusbandgives

methatlook"

Vince:"I'msensingaweirdvibefromyouright

now,doyouthinkIshouldbeworried"?

Me:"aboutwhat"?

Vince:"Elizabethandyourbrother?Imean,theyare

exesafterall"

Me:"uhm,whyareyouaskingme?She'syour

girlfriendnje"

Vince:"uyandikrokrisakalokunawe"

Me:"ohI'msorry,thatwasnotmyintention"



Vince:"doy-"

Me:"Iorderedthis,qhakeyousaiditsonthehouse

soIdidn'tpay"

Vince:"that'sokay,I'lldealwithit"

Me:"great,plstiptheguyformetoo..thenletmeget

ontheroad.Trafficyenuisalwayshectic"

Vince:"thekeys..."

Hegavemethekeysandwalkedmetothecar,Igot

inandloweredthewindow

Me:"who'sthenewguyintheoffice"?

Vince:"Tshego,youmethim"?

Me:"briefly,doesheknowcustomerservices"

Vince:"uh-oh,wenzeni"?

Me:"nothing,I'mjustcurioussincendiqalaumbona"?

Vince:"hedoes,hewentthroughtraining.He's

actuallyaMarketinggraduateqhausabambileapha



fortheholidays"

Me:"hm...later"

Vince:"ayt"

Thedrivertookmetotheapartment,Igotinandput

themeatintheoventhenIgotcomfortableand

startedlayingoutthefilesacrossthefloor.I

checkedmyphoneandsawatextfrombae:"hope

yourdayisabitbetterthanyesterday...Loveyou"

Icalledhim...

Beast:"Mrs"

Me:"itsmuchmorehecticthanyesterdaybutI'm

sureI'llsurvive.How'syourday"?

Beast:"itsprettygood"

Me:"Imissyoualready,evennanamissesyou"

Beast:"Imissyoutoo,watchubusywithrightnow"?



Me:"I'mabouttocheckourfinances,Ijustgotin

kwakho.Kucleanshem"

Beast:"kunjaniukubastuffy"?

Me:"itsnotthatbad"

Beast:"Sodidyoutakethekidswith"?

Me:"noIleftthemwithEve,uzobuyamostonight"?

Beast:"no"

Me:"why"?

Beast:"I'mbusyandyouneedtimewithyoursister"

Me:"oh...okay"

Beast:"butI'llseeyoukwanamhlanjexauMongezi

ezokuthathaI'llbewithhim"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"byebye"

Me:"kay"

Beast:"siqumbilenangoku"?

Me:"Ithinknanawantsdaddytosleepathome

tonight"



Beast:"daddyhastowork,I'mprettysurenanawill

growtounderstandthat"

Me:"kaybye"

Beast:"sharp"

Ihungupfirstandburiedmyselfinwork,tooka

breakatfourpmtoeatandcallmykids,returnedto

thebooksandforgotabouteverythingelse.Bythe

timemyhusbandcalledmeagainIwasnowhere

nearbeingfinishedandIwasabitfrustratedcoz

somefiguresweren'taddingup...

Me:"tataKaUba"?

Beast:"khavuleigate"

Me:"ufunantoniapha"?

Beast:"gate"

Me:"mh"



Ihungup,openedthegateforhimandgotbusyonce

againcozIknewhewasabouttogetonmynerves

morethanthesefigures.

Beast:"ulibonileixesha"?

Me:"andwhyareyouinbetweenGrahamstown,Cape

TownandJo'burginoneday"?

Beast:"I'mabusinessmanLuthando,nowanswer

myquestion"

Me:"noandilibonanga"

Beast:"itsquartertonineke"

Thatcaughtmyattention,Ilookedupathim

Me:"uyaphosisa"

Hejuststaredatme,Icheckedmyphonendatyafa.I

thoughtkungoosixorseventhelatest.



Beast:"Isuggestyoustartpacking"

Me:"haibo,whydoIfeellikethat'sanorder"?

Beast:"ndcelaupakisheLuthandokusebusuku"

Me:"wellI'mnotdonehere"

Beast:"excuseme"?

Me:"there'ssomefoulplaymanikwezincwadi

tatakheI'vebe-"

Beast:"I'mprettysureezincwadicanbecarriedto

PortElizabethzijongwenakhona,nowcouldplsstart

packingup"?

Me:"you'rebullyingmerightnow,Iknowkulatebut

whatyou'redoingisnoton"

Beast:"there'sanUbabaloandanUvelilewaiting

backhomefortheirmother,I'msurethesefigures

canunderstandatleastthat"

Me:"incaseyouforgot,thesamepeoplewaitingfor

mearewaitingforyouaswellMister"

ThenIstartedpackingup tchi.Uyagezalomfo



akandiboninobandothukilelelixesha,he'sbusy

stuffingtheguilttriponmyface.Itookthefilesand

mybagtothecar,wentbacktofetchmyfood

ndathulafuthionourwaytotheairport.Iwasn'tmad

athimforhowhepractically"chased"meback

home,nah.Iwasmadatmyunbalancingfinance

book.WeboardedtheplaneandIlookedforjuiceor

anythingsweetndaskendafikakusagcweleutywala...

Beast:"whatareyoulookingfor"?

Me:"juiceoranythingsweet"

Beast:"ikhonaimilktartatthebottomdrawer"

Me:"it'llmakemevomit...I'llcheckwithMo"

SoIwenttoMointhecockpitandgotthejuiceand

aleftoverdoughnut Ireturnedtomyseatand

enjoyedinuttersilence.

Beast:"uqumbelentoniLuu"?



Me:"whosaidanythingaboutuqumba"?

Beast:"Icanseeuqumbile"

Me:"andiqumbangamna"

Beast:"qha"?

Me:"I'mjustthinking...like,there'san8.5engu

lang'aboutphakwezancwadi.Problemis,it'snot

registeredsoI'mnotsurenobayiprofitebekwe

bucalaoribiweorsomething"

Beast:"8.5what"?

Me:"thousand.Eightthousandfivehundred"

Beast:"ithenike"?

Igavehimthefile,helookedatitforaverylongtime.

OoNqabaabaqheleimalidon'tevenneed

calculatorskodwahe'sdealingwithhuge

numbers,wellhe'susedtocountingbiggernumbers

‍♀Ishouldthink.

Beast:"bayityile"



Me:"huh"?

Beast:"this8.5bayityile.You'reactuallymore

efficientthantheythinkcoztheymovedaroundalot

ofmoneyjusttotryandhidethismoney"

Me:"ohreally?SoI'mnotcrazytheyactuallystole

fromme"

Beast:"uzophindaubuyenini"?

Me:"wellle8.5ikwincwadizikaJanuarytoJune,I

stillhavetocheckJulytoDecember"

Beast:"soyouweregoingtospendtheentirenightin

Jo'burglookingatallofthis"?

Me:"yes"

Beast:"gimmethefilesI'llcheckforyouduringthe

night,evenbetter,gimmeallyourfilesI'llhavemy

accountantlookatthemtomorrowmorningthenMo

willbringthemintheafternoonuziseeJo'burgthe

followingday"

Me:"oh-kay"

Beast:"yousoundunsure"



Me:"whyareyoubeingnicekodwausandondijamela

notsolongago"

Beast:"Bendingakujamelangafor

nothing,bendikubonisaixesha.Iunderstandyou'rea

businesswomanandyourbusinessneedsyour

attentionrightnowbutIcan'thaveyouoverworking

yourself,nananeedstheresttoo"

Me:"yeahwhatever,zizobuyaniniezifilesifIdogive

you"?

Beast:"ngomsokalokuthenyoucan'treturnthem

ngomsomnye"

Me:"mmh"

Afteralongtimeofsilencehecametositnextto

me,hishandlandingonmygrowingbabybump.He

brushedhairoutofthewayandkissedmycheek...

Beast:"youknowIdosupportyou,right"?

Me:"mh"



Beast:"AndthatIloveyou"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"Ineedyoutotakegoodcareof

yourself,especiallynowthatndizogoduka"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"restinbetweenworking,nanadoesn'tneedthe

stress.Youdon'tneedthestress"

Ndathulamna...

Beast:"IspoketoTitus,ufunaunihlalisawhenI'm

gone"

Me:"thewholethreemonths"?

Beast:"that'swhathesaid"

Me:"akaphangeli"?

Beast:"I'llleavehimwiththebusinessinPE,he's

supposedtobeinJo'burgbututhiakafuni

uphangelaphasoIofferedhimajob"



Me:"soyou'retellingmethathe'shereforgood

now,akazophindelakokwabountiludeubuye"?

Beast:"whydoyousounddissatisfied"?

Me:"haybabyuSosomakayolungisairelationship

yakhewithhisgirlfriendkqala,thenagodukeand

spendXmaswithhisfamilyafterthatangabuyake.

Andithiyourbusinessiyavalanayongefifteen"?

Beast:"yes"

Me:"thenmakahambeabuyexakuzovulwa,kuzathwa

ndimenzenikokwaboxaezodeatyeleaphaIXmas

okowayemkileeyekokwenu?WorseuLandileyena

wagoduka.Ha.aguys"

Beast:"ooh"

Me:"ububashiyeendliniksasa"?

Beast:"ewe,theytookthekidstotheparkearlier.

ApparentlynoEveebehambile"

Me:"shedidn'tmentionbaebehambenabo,but

ebetshilobaebekhupheabantwana"

Beast:"Mmh"



Me:"plstrytofetchthekidsonWednesdayor

Thursday.Ialreadytoldthemyou'llfetchthem"

Beast:"I'llhavetogoThursdayxasiyothathauGhost"

Me:"sure"
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IlandedinPEandadriverwasalreadywaiting

Me:"guessI'llseeyouThursday"?

Beast:"yes,intheevening"

Me:"kay"

Ikissedandlefthimwiththemeatfromthe

ShisaNyamaandthefiles,ibindicaphukisakantilento

YaleMaliandIthankedGodInoticeditbefore

ndikhupheibonus.Bazoy'cholakwahell.

Igothomeandeveryonewasfastasleep,Ikissed



mysleepingbabies,wenttotakeabathandgotin

bed.Itossedandturnedtheentirenightndancama

ngo03:00ndavukaandcalledMo...

Mo:"madam"

Me:"doyoueversleep"?

Mo:"yep,duringtheday.Wassup"?

Me:"IneedyoutotakemetoJo'burgngo7"

Mo:"morning"?

Me:"yes,morning"

Mo:"alright"

Me:"thanks"

Iwalkedintomywalk-inclosetandlookedfor

clothestowear,yesterdayIwascasualbuttodayI

meanbusinessgoodthingmybumpwasn'ttoobig

yet,Icouldstillwearpantsandstilettos.Itookouta

navyformalthreepiece:pants,waistcoatandblazer;

butIwasn'tgonnawearthewaistcoat ‍♀



cinezelaumntanamngewaistcoatyobubhanxa.

ThenIaddedawhitevintageshirt,navyshoesand

matchinghandbag.OncetheclotheswereoutI

wenttosearchforclothesinmykidsroom,theirs

neededironingsoIgotintoitimmediately.Daddy

hasanapartmentinJo'burgandwecanmakeita

homeinaminutesotakingthemwithwasn'ttoo

muchofaproblem,andIwasgonnatakeEvewith.If

shewantedto.Ididn'twanthertothinkI'mignoring

her,butshedidcomeunannouncedatthebusiest

timeoftheyear.OnceeverythingwassetItookmy

phoneandwentdowntothekitchenandmade

myselfatriflewithlotsofchocolatesyrup and

wenttotheloungetowatchcrime

documentaries,I'mstillalawyeratheart.

Beastcalled...myheartjumpeduptomyneck,mostly

becauseoftime.I'vecometonotice,knowthe

possiblereasonsanddifferentiatethetimeshe'd

calltoknowthere'ssomethinggoingon.



Me:"baby"

Beast:"heyuhm...whyareyouup"?

Me:"youcalled"

Beast:"yousoundlikeyou'vebeenupevenbeforeI

called"

Me:"uphi"?

Beast:"I'montheroad,that'swhyIcalled"

Me:"ontheroadtowhere"?

Beast:"toMozambique"

Me:"Mozambique?Yousaidyou'regoingtoCape

Townnje"

Beast:"IknowwhatIsaid,butthiscameup"

Me:"whydoIgetafeelingyouknewaboutthis

kwangokubeniyondithatha"?

Beast:"whyarewearguingaboutthis"?

Me:"who'sarguingwithwho"?

Beast:"Imightbebackbef-"

Me:"might"?



Beast:"beforetheweekend,ifnot,plssendSihleor

Titustofetchthekids"

Me:"thekidsaresupposedtobefetchedbetween

WednesdayandThursdaynotngeweekend"

Beast:"Iknow"

Mxm.

Iswallowedthat'mxm'inasmuchasIwantedto

sayitaloud.

Beast:"youknowthatI'magangstaLuthandosuch

tripsaren'tplanned,Idon'tunderstandwhyevery

timendihambauzoactorasifyoudon'tknowthis"

Me:"itstheuncertaintyofyoucomingbackhome

that'skillingme,I'mnotactingasifIdon'tknowor

understandyourlineofbusiness"

Beast:"I'mnotguaranteeinganythingbutbefore

suchtripsGodknowsIpraytocomebacktoyou

guys"



Me:"mh"

Beast:"Iwon'tbereachableonphonebutwhenIdo

getachanceI'llcallyousoplskeepyourphonewith

youatalltimes"

Me:"kay"

Beast:"restLuthando.Pls,gettimetorest"

Me:"kay"

Beast:"kissthekidsforme,Iloveyou"

Me:"weloveyoutoo.Andbesafe"

Beast:"don'tworry'boutit"

Me:"ayt"

Hehungup

Ithrewmyheadback ‍♀Nqabaisgoingona

mission.AflippenmissioninMozambiquenogal.

Mxm.Iatemytrifletryingnottothinkofwhat's

abouttogodown...aaand,that'swhyMongeziwasn't

sleepingwhenIcalledhim.Mxm.



Asitdawnedtobecomingday,iwenttobath,came

downtomakingporridgethenIwenttobathmy

babies,tookthemdownstairsforbreakfast.Eve

wokeupandcamedown,followedbyLwandiso

Soso:"mornings"

Me:"hey"

Twins:"Sosoooooo"

Soso:"guessI'llneverbeuncle"

Eve:"whyareweupsoearly?Whattimedidyouget

back"?

Uba:"mamadidyouseeEve"?

Me:"auntEveUbabalo"

Uba:"awuauntlo"

Uve:"uauntisauntKeri"

Eve:"yeahwhatever"

Uba:"gobath,we'regoing"



Eve:"goingtowhere"?

Uve:"Johalesberg"

Shelookedatme...

Me:"we'regoingtoJo'burg.Youcancomealongif

youdon'thaveplans"

Eve:"wellIplannedtospendtheweekwithyou,butI

canseeyou'rebusy"

Me:"youcameatabusytimeEve,I'msorry"

Eve:"itsokay,Idon'tmindafreeflight"

Me:"gobaththen,Mowillbehereatseven"

Sheranupthestairs...

Soso:"canItagalongtoo"?

Uba:"gobath"



Me:"no"

Soso:"why"?

Uba:"sohambanawegobath"

Me:"khawutyewena,Whenlastdidyouspeaktoyour

girlfriend"?

Uba:"mamaubaniigirlfriend"?

Me:"I'mnottalkingtoyou"

Uba:"Iknow"

Me:"Soso"

Soso:"khayekemntaseman"

Me:"thenyou'renotcomingwithus"

Soso:"mntasewhyareyoubeingnastytome"?

Me:"MntaseuLindohatesmebecauseofyou,you

beingheremeansyou'reneglectingherfurther

meaningyou'readdingfiretoanalreadyburning

furnace"

Soso:"Lindodoesn'thateyou,she'sjustupset"



Me:"thenwhydon'tyougoandunupsether"

Soso:"Thatworddoesn'texistTee,andIwillgotoher

beforeXmasnotnow"

Me:"ukwenzentoniuLindoSoso?Orwenaumenze

ntoni?Coznakuumenzaisbhanxaleavingherwitha

phonegqibauyothengaenyeanddoaswimswap"

Hemadehiswaybackupthestairscarryingacupof

coffeewithtwocookies,totallyignoringme.Itook

mykidsupsayonxiba(Ipackedtwoextraoutfitsfor

allofus,justincase ‍♀)thenwhenEvelynwas

doneIcalledthedriversahamba.UMoeverwaba

earlykeyena,Iwasn'tsurewhetherhe'stheonewho

tookNqabatoMozambiqueorkuhambethe

businessjetnahbutkeherehewas.Upandfreshto

takeustoJozi.Aspernorm,Ubabalowasishiyaand

wentstraighttothecockpitwahlalaphanoMountil

welanded.

Me:"thedriverwilldropmeoffinSandtonsquare

thentakeyoutotheapartment,I'llsortoutacouple



ofthingsthenjoinyouguys"

Eve:"noproblem,istherefoodinthathouse?I'm

dyingofhunger"

Me:"writealistofwhatfooditemsyouneed,I'lltryto

getsomeonetobuyanddeliverthemtoyou"

Eve:"sureI'lltextyouoncewegetthere"

Me:"sure"

Igaveherthekey,wegotinthecar.WhenIgottothe

boutique,bekuvaliwesoIwaitedoutsideandwhile

waitingIcalledVinceandaskedhimtotake

yesterdayleftoverstotheapartmentokokuba

akhabeesityaumntasekhaya.Iwaitedoutsideofthe

boutiqueuntil10:30whenBongithetraineeadmin

assistantpitched,chilledAFwothukasephambi

kwam.

Bongi:"moloma'am,Ididn'tknowyouwerestill

around"

Me:"Isthisthetimey'allnormallyopenupthestore"?



Bongi:"Uhm..."

Me:"I'lltakethatasayesthen,plsgetmebottled

water"

Sheopenedandwenttogetmebottledwater,the

peopleIactuallypaytodothejobwerenowhereto

befound.Isatatthetillanddrankmywater,Evesent

thelistandIjotteddownthethingsshewrote

addingafewofmyown.Ifhubbyain'tcoming

back,sleepinginJo'burgmightnotbeaproblem.

Me:"Bongi"

Bonga:"yesma'am"

Me:"whenyou'redonewithwhateveryou'redoingpls

getmethesethings"

Bongi:"okayma'am"

IwastheonlyonewhoknewhowtoopentheCCTV

room,onlyonebesidesthesecuritycompanyand



becauseItrustedtheseladiesineversawanyneed

forcheckingthosefootages.Notuntilnow.When

Bongiwasonesweeping,dustingandprettymuch

dollingupthestoreshecametofetchthelistIgave

hernemaliwahamba.AftersheleftIdecidedto

walkaroundtheshop,checkpricetagsjustincase

kungeneabantuabazothengandibendiclueless.

And,makesurethepricetagsmatchthequality

displayed.

Itookoffthehangersafewitemsthathadholesin

them,iftheyweretobesoldthenatleasta

markdownwilldo.Nottheoriginalpricekodwainto

igqabhukile.Peoplewerecomingin,I'dmake

conversationnowandthen...fromtenthirtytotwelve

Imadeabouteightthousandrandsjustbymingling

withthecustomers,givingthemadviceonwhythey

shouldorshouldn'tbuycertainitems.Howtomatch

theclothes...GivingoutfreeFashionandmakeup

tipstofriendlypeoplewhoendedupcallingtheir

friendsandfriendsoffriendstocomeandcheckout

theboutique.Bongireturnedwiththegroceries



ndathumelaudriverendlinikoEvethenwabuya

wazondilinda...Apparentlythoseweretheboss's

ordersbaxandizeeJozilomntuundithatheeairport

ndiyiresponsibilityyakheiminiyonke.

At2pmBongiaskedtogoonlunch...

Me:"beforeyougoIneedyoutoanswermethis

questionwithhonestyandtruth"

Bongi:"oh-kay"

Me:"obossbakhobaphi"?

Bongi:"Idon'tknowma'am,theydon'treport"

Me:"Notcountingyesterday,Whenlastdidtheycome

towork"?

Bongi:"uhm...I'mnotsureyazi"

Me:"truth"

Bongi:"threeweeksagoma'am"

Me:"okay,youcango"



Iprintedouttheirlettersofimmediatedismissaland

puttheminenvelopes.ThewayIwasangry...

.WhenBongireturnedIcalledmydriver

ndagodukawithsuchaheadache.NowIneeded

replacements,nowofalltimesIhadaboutiquewith

justatrainee!InGautengofallplaces?wow.
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Igothomeandmybabieswereplayingwithcrayons

onthefloor...

Uba:"mamaUba"

Me:"UbaKamama,comekissmommy"

Bothofthenrantome,Ikneltdownandkissedthem.

AuntEvewalkedinwearinganapron

Me:"you'recooking"?



Eve:"yousoundsurprised"

Me:"younevercook"

Eve:"Ihappentobesomeone'swife,soIcook.Ona

regularbasis"

Me:"wellitsmellsnice...Iboughtyouthese"

Ipassedhertheshoppingbagfromtheboutique.

Sheopeneditandsmiled...

Eve:"thankyou,sojudgingbyyourweekendbagI

thinkwe'resleepingover"

Me:"yeahIhavequitealottodealwithatthe

boutique,that'swhyIbroughtyouthose.Andwecan

sharemytoiletriesifyouwant"

Eve:"that'scool...gofreshenupI'lldishout"

Me:"alright...istheicecreaminthefreezer"?

Eve:"yep,wantone"?

Me:"afterwe'veeaten"



Ikissedmysonsandwenttoshower,afterthatIsat

ontheedgeofthebedandcalledKabelo.Ineeded

legaladvicerightnow...

Kabs:"Idon'tbelievethis...isthatreallyyou"?

Me:"HeyKabs,howareyou"?

Kabs:"longtimemyfriend,howareYOU"?

Me:"I'vebeenbetter"

Kabs:"oh-kay,what'sup"?

Me:"ImeanI'mgoodhowareyou"?

Kabs:"Teecomeon,tellmewhatisreallyup"?

Isighed...

Me:"alot.AreyoubyanychancearoundJo'burg"?

Kabs:"yeahIjustlandedyesterday,areyouaround"?



Me:"Yeah,ifpossiblebroI'dliketomeetyoufor

breakfast.Please"

Kabs:"Trinatalktomewhat'sgoingon"

Me:"Ineedlegalassistant,adviceinfact.Butifyou're

notavailableI'llunderstand"

Kabs:"NoI'lltrytobeavailableforyou,butmaybeKa

lunchnotbreakfast.Ialreadymadeacommitment"

Me:"thatwilldo,thankyou"

Kabs:"sharp"

Wehungup...

IcalledLwandiso...

Soso:"Idon'tknowwhyI'mevenpickingupyourcall"

Me:"becauseyouloveme,nowIneedhelp"

Soso:"doIhavetokillsomeone"?

Me:"no,butyouhavetotracetheirwhereabouts"



Soso:"who'sthey?Look,I'mnotgonnatraceyour

husbandmna"

Me:"I'lltextyou,justdoitASAP"

Soso:"uzandibhatalamalini"?

Me:"mailmeyourquotation"

Soso:"Shogqwa"

Ihungup,textedhimthenamesofthosetwoidiots

thenndanxibaandwenttoeatwithmysister.We

madealousyconversationndadikwakemnakeKu

pretender....

Me:"Evewhat'sgoingonwithyou"?

Shestoppedeatingandtooktimetoinhale,then

exhale.

Me:"Sis,talktome"

Eve:"Icaughtmyhusbandcheatingonme"



Me:"youlie"

Eve:"I'mserious"

Me:"withwho"?

Eve:"withoneofhiscolleaguesandIreportedhimto

hisparentsbutthatdidn'thelp"

Me:"whydidyoureporthimthough?He'saman,you

shouldknowhe'sboundtocheat"

Eve:"soyousayIshouldexpectit,acceptit,forgive

andmoveon?Justlikethat"?

Me:"no.LookatoursocietyEvelyn:mencheat,its

okay.Womencheat,they'recallednames.Whenyou

reportedhimdidyouthinkhisfatherwho'sachief

wouldchastenhim?Punishhim?Inourworld,it

doesn'tworklikethat"

Eve:"theworstpartnowisthatasaPrince,hecan

takethatwomanasasecondwifeIfhepleases"

Me:"what"?

Eve:"hisfatheractuallysuggestedthatinorderfor

themtostopdoingthisbehindmybacktheyshould

justmarry,likeIdon'tgetit.HowdidIfindmyselfin



thismess?Polygamyofallsituations"?

Me:"maybehe'sright"

Eve:"right?Trinaareyoulisteningtoyourself"?

Me:"Eve,youreportedaprincetoachief,howman

wivesdoeshisfatherhave?Howdidhegetthose

wives"?

Wathula...

Eve:"webothknowtaBeastisnosaint,butyou'restill

withhim"

Me:"wellIhaveneverreportedmyhusbandfor

cheating,theonlytimeIreportedhimtohisfamily

waswhenIhadreallyhadenough...andhehad

beatenmeforthesecondtimeIthink"

Eve:"soyoujustsuccumbedtosociety'snormsand

acceptedthatcheatingmenaredoingtherightthing?

Youstayedtillyouhadenough?Tillhebeatyouthe

secondtime"?



Me:"no,Iusedmyheadinsteadofmyheart.Because

IwaspreparedtolivelifewithouthimIhad

everythingsortedandplannedoutlifewithmyboys

farawayfromhim,butIrealizedowedittomyself

andmychildrentogivehimonelastchancetoprove

himself.IfiledfordivorceinpretencebecauseI

wantedhimtoknowIwasserious..."

Eve:"didthatwork"?

Me:"Ithinkthat'swhenherealizedI'vehadenough.

I'mnotsayingdoeverythingoranythingIdidbutall

I'msayingisthatyouaretheonlyonewhocan

changeyourmarriagetobewhatyouwant"

Eve:"whyshouldIbetheonedoingallthehardwork?

He'stheonewhocheatedafterall"

Me:"there'snofifty-fiftyinamarriageEve,he'sthe

headofthehousewhetheryoulikeitornot"

Shekeptquiet...

Me:"where'syourchild"?



Eve:"Itookhimtohisgrandparentsbeforecoming

here"

Me:"tomorrowyou'refetchinghim,Mowillpickyou

upandwaitforyou"

Eve:"Ican't,theyaskedforh-"

Me:"youcanandyouwill.Tomorrowmorning,youare

goingtofetchNathan.YoumustteachthisLwando

ofyoursalesson"

Eve:"he'snotworthitLuu"

Me:"thenwhyareyouherecrying"?

Eve:"I'mhurt"

Me:"buthe'sstillnotworthit"?

Eve:"urgh"

Me:"Evelyn,Nathanisyourchild.Youareentitledto

keephimwithyouwheneveryouwantandnoone

canforcefullystopyou.Lwando'scheatingdoesn't

changethefactthathe'sstillyourhusband,nowtell

yourselfthehonesttruth...doyoustilllovehim"?

Eve:"Ido,that'swhythishurtsmesomuch"



Me:"areyouwillingtofightforyourmarriageoryour

goingtoletasidechickdestroywhatyou'vespent

yearsbuildingandnurturing"?

Wasukawalila...

IthurtseeingmyownsistergoingthroughwhatI've

gonethrough,kubuhlunguuthathelwaumyeni.Not

justindodabutumyeni...itsnochild'splay.

Uve:"Eveiscrying"

Uba:"wathuthuzelaumamam"

Me:"Goupstairsandcleanyourselfupmntase"

Eve:"yeah"

Shegotupandwentupstairs,IcalledVincent

Vince:"Tee"

Me:"ugrand"?



Vince:"superwena"?

Me:"I'mgoodtoo,ubusykangakananingomsoIneed

ababysitterforaboutfourtofivehours"

Vince:"youcanbringthem,ukhonauLiznoJr"

Me:"great,thankyou"

Vince:"areyoustillhere"?

Me:"yesbutIhaveatriptotheEasternCapeinthe

morningbutIwon'tbeabletotaketheboys"

Vince:"don'tworry,we'lltakegoodcareofthem"

Me:"thankyou"

Wehungup

Me:"zanovasaUve"

Uve:"Evesivasilethina"

Me:"when"?

Uba:"whenyouwerenothere"

Me:"mmh"



Uba:"calldaddy"

Uve:"where'sdaddy"?

Me:"daddyisoutofthecountry"

Uve:"huh"?

Me:"he'sinMozambiquebaby"

Uba:"uphiapho"?

Me:"that'ssomewhereinAfrica"

Uve:"ahlalaphautatam"?

Uba:"soze"

Me:"he'sworkingbaby,he'llbebacknextweek"

Uba:"callhim"

Me:"hedoesn'thaveaphone''

Uba:"uyephiphoneyakhe"?

Me:"ithathiwenguLwandiso"

Uve:"uSoso?"

Me:"yep"

Uba:"mxmuSosowabantu"



Iswearumvilelo"wabantu"kulaMonti.
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FollowingdaywedroppedmysonsoffkwaVince

veryearlyinthemorningthenIaccompaniedmy

sistertoherin-laws.ShedidseemalilnervousasI

gavethedriverdirectionstothechiefshouse.

Me:"willyourelax"?

Eve:"I'mnervousokay"

Me:"wellgetyourselftogether,we'reherenowso

there'snoturningback"

Shekeptquietandlookedoutsideuntilwereached

thechiefshouse.Ifollowedrightbehindher...

"AuntTrina"



Hersoncamerunningtome,Ipickedhimupasthe

gateguardledustothechief'shut.Wedidthe

ululationsandgreetingssahlalaphantsi,a

maidservantwastoldtobringusfoodand

refreshmentsthencallumamawaphaya.Sabuzanje

impilongokusisamlindileyo.Xaefikawalandelwa

nguloebethunyweukutya...

Ma:"Ithoughtyousaidyou'revisitingyoursisterin

PEmakoti"

Eve:"yesma,heresheis."

Ma:"ooh,eyallofyouarebeautifulhuh"

Me:"enkosimama"

Ma:"ohkantiuyasithethaisiXhosa"?

Me:"ndingumXhosama"

Thissomehowamazedthem ‍♀Idon'tknow

why.



Chief:"erhntombam,anileqwantophofu"?

Me:"ha.atataqhabesizobolekaumntana"

Chief:"haibo,ngokuesandofika"?

Me:"ewetataasyouarewellawarethatwedon't

haveparentsanymore,ikhonaintoesiyenzayoapha

KuDecemberekhayeningokubesinqwenelawonke

umntananomzukulwanawakhonaabekhona"

Ma:"engakhangeatshonjeumakotingokuebezise

umntana"?

Me:"IwishIcouldsaybekungekhomfunekoyokuba

achazebutkeebengayazi"

Chief:"njanikodwaniyifamily"?

Me:"kalokuEveakahoyimntuxaekwakhenomyeni

wakhengokukeizintouyeazivexaethewezakuthi"

Chief:"wayalwakalokuekhapha,umfaziwalapha

ubekaumyeninomziwakhekqalaezinyeizinto

zilandele"

Me:"Isee..."



Chief:"hayasizokunibambhezelanivelakude

mntanam.Erhnkosikazi"

Ma:"tata"

Chief:"khawutshokupakishelweumntanapha

kulandlu"

Waphakamaandleftus...

Chief:"nizakumbiyisaninikengoku"?

Me:"I'mnotsurebutwe'llcallxasisiza"

Chief:"okaykendiyakuva"

Me:"ifImayask,uphiuLwando?Ibelieveuvalile"?

Chief:"akakafikiaphaekhayeniokoebethe

kumkakheuzolandela"

Me:"mmh

TheycamewithNathan'sbagssagodukanaye,Ihad

alunchdatewithKBtogetto.Theflighthomewas



quiet,Ididn'tmind.Ididwhat'sbestforher

nomntanakhe.Wewenttopickthekidsupthen

sagoduka....

Uba:"mamaitatamkanaphonengoku"?

Me:"ha.a"

Uba:"yhoutatamwabantu"

Me:"we'lltrycallinghimtonightmaybehe'llhavea

phonebythen"

Heignoredme...lookIwastired,I'mjustapregnant

womantrynabesuperwoman.Dealingwithbusiness

andfamilyontheside,allatonce?InallofthisI'm

tryingmybesttonotthinknegativelyaboutthe

missionwason,thiswasallhavinganimpactonme.

Kabelocalledmepastone,wakingmefromanap...

Me:"hey"

Kabs:"hey,yousoundlikeIwokeyouupfromanap"



Me:"yeah,IjustreturnedfromEasternCapeaboutan

hourortwoago"

Kabs:"soarewestillmeeting"?

Me:"yeahuhm,letmejustfreshenup.Textmea

placeyou'llbecomfortableat"

Kabs:"yousoundlikeyou'retired,howaboutwemeet

whereyouare"?

Me:"really?Youdon'tmind"?

Kabs:"I'mstillthesameoldKabeloTrina,cummon

now"

Me:"alrightthankyou.I'lltextyoutheaddressnow

now"

Kabs:"surecase"

Ifre

Iwenttoshower,woreamaxidresswithslippers

thenIwenttocheckonEvendafikaeleleinthe

guestroom.Thekidshadsleptwithmeandthey

werestillfastasleep...



ImadesaladsandgrilledchickenforlunchthenIate

fruitwhiletryingtoreachmyhusband.Isatdown

anddialedhisnumber...asIpressedthelastdigit,he

called.Myheartjumpedforjoy...Ireallymissedhim

Me:"hello"

Beast:"hey...howareyou"?

Me:"I'mokay.You"?

Beast:"Imissyou"

Me:"nibuyanini"?

Beast:"babe"

Me:"itsokay,youdon'thavetoanswerthat"

Beast:"areyouresting"?

Me:"Itry"

Beast:"that'snotgoodenoughLuu,you'repregnant.

Youmustrest"

Me:"Ihavebiggerproblemstodealwithrightnow,



butasIsaidbefore...Itry"

Beast:"what'sgoingon"?

Me:"haveyouaskedyouraccountanttocheckonmy

books"?

Beast:"yes,awukazifumani"?

Me:"maybeMoisstillgonnabringthem"

Beast:"baphiabantwana"?

Me:"takinganap"

Beast:"IhearniseJo'burg"

Me:"yeswe'reinJo'burg"

Beast:"Nigodukanini"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,there'sstillalottodohere"

Beast:"who'stakingcareofmykidskengoku"?

Me:"Eveisherewithus"

Beast:"kay"

Me:"uyafumanekaonphonengoku"?

Beast:"justforacoupleofhoursnamhlanje"



Me:"Ubawillcallyouovukakwakhe,he'sbeenupset"

Beast:"awunomvusa?Inightnotbeabletotalkxa

nifouna"

Me:"okayimake"

Iwenttotheroomandwokehimuphejustlooked

atmeasifndiyagulaupstairs

Me:"Uba"

WandijongaunyanaKaNqaba...withoutblinking.

Me:"here'sdaddy"

Uba:"Uphi"?

Igavehimthephonehesatupndabashiyabethetha.

Ineededsomethingstickyandgreasybutiwasn't

abouttogototowntu...



Eve:"heyyou'reup"?

Me:"yeah,Ihavealunchmeeting"

Eve:"you'renottired"?

Me:"Iam,that'swhyhe'scomingover"

Eve:"he"?

Me:"yourfriendKB,Ineedlegaladviceonsomething

soIaskedhisassistance"

Eve:"ohhe'sinJo'burg"?

Me:"luckilyforme,yes"

Eve:"ooh"

Ubabroughtbackmyphone,KBcalledIopenedfor

himthenEvetookthekidstothebackyardwhilewe

satdownndambaliselayonkintothenhewantedto

seethefiles,whichIdidn'thavewithme.Hetoldme

immediatelyzifikaImustcallhimazozijongathen

we'llcontinuewithwhateverlawsuitthatfitsbuthe

didstronglysuggestthatIfilefortheftand

negligencesolongalongwiththeCCTVproofthatI



alreadyhadasmybackupandBongiasmywitness.

Wehadlunchafterthemeetingthenheleft,Ihadto

callLibo.IknewaskinghertocomeworkinJo'burg

rightnowcouldinconvenienceherespeciallyxa

ezodibananoVinceeverynoeandthen,butIhadto

trymyluck.

Libo:"MrsGwala"?

Me:"Libhongo,Ineedtoaskyousomethingplsbeas

honestaspossible"

Libo:"sure,noproblem"

Me:"howwouldyoufeelaboutworkinginJo'burg?

Permanently"

Libo:"I'dloveto,ndingatshondenzeiiHonourszam

part-time"

Me:"soifImayaskungathandauqalanini"?

Libo:"areyouofferingmeajobinJo'burgTee"?

Me:"yes"

Libo:"really?Whendoyouneedme"?



Me:'Ineedyoulikeyesterdayalready"

Libo:"well,kunganjanikendiyethisweekendsothatI

canbeshowntheropesthenndiqalenextweek"

Me:"I'dappreciatethat,butIgottawarnyou.Ii

boutiqueazivali"

Libo:"andinalonesanaekhayamnasisi"

Me:"alrightthankyou,MowillpickyouupFriday.I'll

confirmthetimeduringthecourseoftheweek"

Libo:"okay"

Wehungup...

IcalledSive...

Sive:"whatapleasantsurprise"

Me:"hahaI'mglad,howareyou"?

Sive:"I'mgreat,you?What'sup"?

Me:"I'mgreat,whathappenedtoyourflatwhenyou

leftSA"?



Sive:"Irenteditoutbutuphumelastmonthumntu

ebehlalaphaya"

Me:"songokuakhomntu"?

Sive:"no"

Me:"ndcelaundigciniseyonatorho,I'llpayrent.Idon't

mind"

Sive:"WhydoyouwantaflatinJo'burgwhenyou

haveahouseinPE"?

Me:"it'sforbusiness.ThepeopleIlefttotake

chargeandcareattheboutiquerobbedmeof

millionssonowI'mtrynadodamagecontrol"

Sive:"soufunelabaniiflat"?

Me:"uLibo,she'llbetakingoverfromJanuarywhileI

dealwithabandfunababuyiseimaliyam"

Sive:"oohokay,noyoucantakeit.Shecanonlypay

rentafterthreemonths,bythenI'msureshe'dhave

settledin"

Me:"areyouserious"?

Sive:"thekeyiswiththecaretaker,I'llcallhim



ndimxeleleuzazothathaistixo"

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Sive:"Buttellheritsalreadyfurnished.Aphathe

kakuhleintozamtorho"

Me:"Alrightenkosimntasendizoyaphangomso"

Sive:"alrightkedear,wemightberelocatingbackto

SAsoon"

Me:"why"?

Sive:"rememberlantoyomntanamthatItoldyou

about"?

Me:"yea"

Sive:"Ihaven'tbeenreallyokayeversincewegot

heresoyourbrotherwantsustoreturntoSAand

startsearchingforher"

Me:"yho,whataboutwork"?

Sive:"he'sstillwaitingforapprovaloftransfer"

Me:"mmkay,guesswe'llseeeachothersoon"



Wahlekasancokolanjethenhungup.NowIhad

accommodationsortedforLiboforthenextthree

months.
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WespenttheweekeJo'burgandInoticedthatEve

wasn'ttalkingaboutwork,atallnotevenubhudake.

SoIconductedaresearchofmyownwithouther

knowledgeandfoundoutthatshehasn't

worked...forayearandsevenmonths.Mysources

confirmedthatshewasn'tfiredorretrenched,she

resignedfromworkandmyguesswas,sheresigned

fromworktobeahousewife.Whatelsecouldbethe

reason?Fridaymorningafterwehadbreakfast,I

decidedtoaskher...

Me:"sis"?

Eve:"hm"?

Me:"areyoustillworking"?

Eve:"yeah,whydoyouask?Youwantmeto



contribute"?

Me:"Evebehonestwithme,areyoustillworking"?

Eve:"IjusttoldyouTeeI'mstillworking.What'swith

somanyquestionssoearlyinthemorning"

Me:"itsjustonequestion"

Eve:"wellyouknowtheanswer,I'mstillworking"

Me:"yourworkplaceonlyclosesnextweekFriday"

Eve:"Itooktwoweeksleavetofinishoffmydays"

Ndamjonga...

Eve:"whyareyoulookingatmelikethat"?

Me:"whyareyoulyingtome"?

Eve:"I'mnotly-"

Me:"thelasttimeyouworkedwasnineteenmonths

agoEvelyn"



Shechokedonherteawandijonga

Me:"andyouresigned,younevergotfired"

Eve:"so"?

Me:"so"?

Eve:"whyareputtingyournosewhereitdoesn't

belong"?

Me:"hemadeyouleaveworkneh"?

Eve:"Ineedabath"

Waphakamaandleftmewondering,ItextedMongezi

aremindernottoforgettofirsrfetchthekidseMonti

xaezothathathinaasoleesizanabosizojikasonke

ukuyaeBhayi..Sosocalled

Me:"bheyps"

Soso:"nibuyaninindfunaugodukamna"

Me:"yhu,finally"



Soso:"mxm"

Me:"itstherightthingtodomntase,trustme.If

ubuhlelinjeizintozirightwithyourgirl,Iwouldn'tput

pressureonyou"

Soso:"oohsonibuyanini"?

Me:"ngomsolate,uphiuSish'le"?

Soso:"ubizweeMontiizolohe'snotbackyet"

Me:"mmh,areyoudonewithmytaskthough"?

Soso:"kudala,Ievensentyouanemaillastnightnje

withallthedetails"

Me:"forreal?Khandiyibone,I'llcheckjustnow.Thank

you"

Soso:"suremntase,wherearetheboys"?

Me:"UbabalonankuuSosowabantu"

Soso:"haykuthenindingowabantu"?

Me:"zubuzeKuUba,that'shisnewword"

Soso:"mnkmnk,Ubawabantu"

Me:"umuncukaneneufananaye"



IgaveUbabalothephoneandwenttowashthe

dishes...

"You'reaqualifiedlawyer,right"?

IturnedndamjongauEvelyn,firstsheliedstraightto

myface,thenshewalkedoutonmendisathethanow

shewantstotalk?

Eve:"Ineedyoutohelpmedrawupdivorcepapers,I

uhm,Ican'taffordalawyerrightnow"

Me:"divorcedivorceorprankdivorce"?

Eve:"divorcedivorce"

Iputthedishclothdownandwenttositdown

oppositeher...



Me:"areyousurethat'swhatyouwant"?

Eve:"yeah,I'mstillyoungforthisshittylife.YesI

knowIlovehimbutIcan'tsettleforthispolygamy

bullshit"

Me:"okay...Don'tyouthinkyou'rebeingabitdrastic

aboutthisdivorcethingthough?Imean,areyousure

it'swhatyoureallywant"?

Sheexhaledandlookedatherhands...

Eve:"heprobablythinksIwon'tdoitbecauseIhave

nothingtomyname.Youknow,heuhm...He'sthe

reasonwhyIstoppedworking."

Me:"heforcedyou"?

Eve:"morelikebrainwashedmeandyes,Iwasso

bloodynaïveandblindedbyloveIlostmyheadand

senseofreasoning"

Me:"sohowhaveyoubeensurvivingallthiswhile"?

Eve:"maintenance.Hedepositsaboutsixthousand



randsintomyaccounteverymonth.Whilehe

gallivantedwithhismistress,I'dbeathomewith

Nathandyingofdepressionnotknowingwhether

he'llbebackornot.Notanymore"

Me:"okay,outofthatmoneyhowmuchhaveyou

savedinthesepastnineteenmonths"?

Eve:"Ionlystartedsavingtwothousandpermonth

inthelasteightmonths"

Me:"sobasicallyyouhaveaboutsixteenthousand

randsinyourname"

Eve:"yes"

Me:"Isee...But,Istilldon'tgetit.Howandwhydidhe

brainwashyoutoquityourjob"?

Eve:"he'seasilyinfluencedandinsecure,henoticed

thatIwasworkingformyselfnotaskingforhis

money...Ithinkhefeltthreatened.Maybe"

Me:"thenwhat"?

Eve:"itsalongstoryTrinabutIfoundoutamonth

agothatheactuallyblackmailedmefrombeing

hiredbyanyothercompany.Ifoundoutaboutthat



whenItoldhimI'mtiredofbeingahousewife,I

wantedtogobacktowork.Iwantedtobe

independentagain.HejustlaughedandsaidIshould

trymyluck,andIdid...heblockedmeeverywhereTee.

"

Me:"hm,I'lldrawthosepapersforyouoncewegetto

PEthenwecanmailthemtohim"

Eve:"thankyou"

Me:"didyoutellLuu"?

Eve:"IkindaaccidentallytoldMarcus"

Me:"what?Doyouwanthimdead"?

Eve:"no...Dudeitwasbyaccident"

Me:"yho.Whatdidhesay"?

Eve:"hejustsaid'okay'thenhehungup"

Me:"LwandobetterprayMarcusdoesn'tfindhim

now,otherwisewe'llbepreparingforhisfuneral

soon"

Eve:"Ihopehefindshimnow,ifhe'slookingforhim.

ThemoreMarcuslooksforhim,themorehe'llget



angrier"

Me:"wellIbetterfindhimfast,heneedstogeta

pieceofmymindfirst"

Eve:"noTrina.He'snotworthit"

Me:"hedoesn'tknowthat"

Eve:"Trina,losdit.Onsisbeterdandit"

Me:"hm"

Liboarrivedintheafternoon,Ihadalreadychecked

theemailSososent.Thesetwoidiotswereinhiding

inBloemfontein...Icouldn'tgothere Ifiguredthat

thiswasoneofthoseincidentswhereI'dhaveto

involvehubby.He'dknowwhattodo,howtohandle

them.IintroducedLibotoBongithenIwenttoshow

hertheflat,sheseemedexcited,Iwasactuallyhappy

I'vegrowntotrustherbutevenso,I'dstillhaveto

checkonthissideofbusinessonregularbasis.

Negligencecostmealot Maliyabantwana

bamengakaemnkileyo.Nxa.



SaturdaymorningItookLibototheboutiqueto

showhertheropessothatazoqalaMonday,when

weweredoneIheadedhome.Wepackedand

returnedtoPEsafikaesekhonauSoso,theyounger

kidsrantohimbecausehewasontheporchwhile

ababadalagotinandwenttounpack.

Me:"hopeyou'renotdrinkingmyhusband's

collection"

Soso:"heleftmewiththekeytothecellar"

Me:"uyakumosha"

Hecarriedmybagsangenasonke...

Soso:"awEvelyn"

Eve:"Titus"

Soso:"youlooklikeyou'vebeenonadietwithouta

gymcard,what'sup"?

Me:"ItoldMotowaitforyoumntase"



Soso:"ohyilontoesamephandleuBullet"?

Me:"yep"

Heputtheglassdownandwenttogethisluggage,I

walkedhimout.

Me:"uzobuyaninikengoku"?

Soso:"nextmonthxandizophangela,usbali

undiqeshilekaloku"

Me:"mmh,Ithoughtndizakuphathelasomethingbut

besileqasokhandipheIbankaccountyakho"

Soso:"uzandiphaimali"?

Me:"yeah"

Soso:"Ihopeyou'renotpayingmeforthattaskyou

askedmetodo"

Me:"eshehowdoIpayyouwhenIhaven'treceived

yourinvoice"?

Soso:"mmh,I'lltextyou"



Wehuggedthentheydroveout,Ireturnedtothe

house,tookmyphoneandmadeanorderforpizza

delivery.Iwasn'tabouttocookforabantuabangaka

mnaandIdidn'twannaorderEvearound,ifshe

wantstocookthenshe'lldothatonherownwill.Not

becauseshehasto.

Owe:"mamautataakekhona"?

Me:"he'soutoftownlovie"

Owe:"ohhaike,nantsireportyam"

Me:"enkosi,gofreshenupunxibeyourPJsmxelele

noSinothennibuyenizotya"

Owe:"yesma'am"

Eve:"Uvecomebath"

Uba:"Ibathyou"?

Eve:"huh"?

Uba:"youIbathme"?



Me:"yesbabyauntEveisgonnabathyou"

Uve:"andNathan"?

Me:"himtoo"

Theyranupstairs.
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MondaymorningIwenttotheofficetoinformthe

guysthattheyshouldstillcontinuetoreportkuLibo

telephonicallybutIpromisedtomakeaplanin

Januaryforthem.Ididn'tbothermyselfbycalling

Nqabahe'sagrownassmanwhoshouldbynow

knowwhat'sthedifferencebetweenrightand

wrong,umnkekumesithiuyaeKapa,phithiphithiuse

Mozambiqueandthenakabuyi?Kuyoyonkelento

utshongomlomowakhebaakazofounelekasowhat

exactlywasIsupposedtodo?Whengoingtothe

officebendithatheuSinothandonoOwentandokuba

Ihadtofulfillmypromiseofbuyingthemgiftsopasa

kwabo.WestartedngoOweandboughthimthe



bicycleebeyicelile,alongwithtwosneakersand

completeoutfitsforthosesneakers.Headdeda

swimsuitxasiphuma,thenwewenttobuyaphone

forSinoandherownclothes.Itookthemout

sayotya,justthethreeofus...

Sino:"mama"?

Me:"baby"?

Sino:"unqabileuAnelisa"?

Me:"uyamkhumbula"?

Shenod...

Itookoutmyphoneanddialedherndamnika

bazincokolelaasOweandIcontinuedwithourown

conversation.Itwasn'tlongwhenInoticedBullet

rushingtowardsusucelesigoduke,beinginquisitive

canbebothablessingandacursecozIjustlooked

athimandasked:why?

Heranaroundincirclesnotwantingtotellmethe

truthndaqhubekekandatyakemnakeuntilhesaid:



itsaninstructionfromthebigguy.Thatcaughtmy

attention,Isignaledforourwaitress,paidand

headedtothecarwiththekids.Iwascurious

though..

Me:"uphiuBigGuyBullet"?

Him:"he'sinCapeTown"

Me:"whendidhecomeback"?

Him:"lastnightmadam"

Me:"oh,sowhat'sgoingon"?

Him:"eyI'mnotsurenambutheaskedbaniphi,Itold

himwathimandinigoduseimmediately"

Me:"sothere'ssomesortofgewaarsomewhere"

Hechuckled

Him:"jykansosê"

Me:"mnkshem"

Wegothomesizeneicecreamqha,wedidn'tgeta



chancetobuyezinyeizinto.Eveandthekidswerein

thepool,IaskedSinoandOwetogoinside

ndashiyekanoBulletinthecar.

Me:"okay,what'sreallygoingon"?

Him:"andikayazinyhanisisteri,butwhatIknowis

thatuMarculaphaeBhayi"

Me:"Marc?Asin?MarcusSmith"?

Him:"yep,kuthwekumhe'llbriefyou"

Me:"oh"

AfteraminuteIleftthecarndangenaendliniand

triedcallingNqaba,allhisphoneswereonvoicemail,

Icalledhisbrother...samething.EvenloMarc...

Isatdownndacinga,themdecidedtomindmyown

business.KuthweMarcwillbriefme?ThenI'llwait

forhim.Theoldersiblingswenttojointhepoolparty

whileIconductedthedivorcepapersandemailed



themtoLwando...Itwasexactlyfifteenminutes

afterIsentthedocsthathecalled...

Me:"Lwando"

LD:"erh...hiTee,ugrand"?

Me:"kakhulu,you"?

LD:"I'mkindaconfused.Yousentmedivorce

documents"

Me:"yes,what'sconfusingkulonto"?

LD:"whyuzothumelelamna?Iknowyou'resomesort

ofalawyerbutwho'sdivorcingwho"?

Me:"correction:I'malawyer.Njengamntu

uncwadileyoI'dexpectyoutohavereadthenames

statedonthosedocuments"

LD:"Evewouldneverdothis"

Me:"hm,plscontactyourlawyersneh.Idon'tdeal

withclientspersonallyunlessthey'remyclients"

LD:"haiboTee,thisismeLwando?Kutheniwathetha

kanje?WhatexactlyhasEvetoldyou?Areyouguys



playingaprankonme"?

Me:"okay...no,wedon'thavetimetoplaypranks.Or

happymarriagesforthatmatter.Evetoldmeabout

themistressyourfolkswantyoutotakeasasecond

wife"

LD:"haibo"

Me:"I'llawaitanemailfromyourlawyersneh"

LD:"canItalktoher"?

Me:"ubumshiyephi"?

LD:"akekhoaphaekhayakuthwaebefikenawe

nizothathaumntana"

Me:"thencallher"

LD:''she'snotpickingupmycalls,kudalandimzama.

Bra,there'samisunderstandinghere"

Me:"thatyoucantellyourlawyersabout,notme"

LD:"Siboplease"

Me:"ifIdon'tgetanemailfromyourlawyerswithin

thisweekI'lltakeityou'reokaywithourtermsand

we'llseeeachotherincourt"



LD:"Tri-"

Ihungup...

IdialedDimpho,oneofthetwoladieswhowere

workingforme.Besendingenayenomsindongoku,I

feltstupidqha.Apartfromthe8.5theytookbetween

JanuaryandJune,theycontinuedtotakeanother

eleventhousandrandsfrommyboutique.Isibindi

samantombiaseGoli Sheanswered..Idon't

knowwhethershedidn'tknowitsmeoruphendula

ngeshorikubaecingubaandimaziaphoakhoyonah.

Dee:"Dimphohello"

Me:"Dimpho"

Dee:"yesma'am"

Me:"whereareyou"?

Dee:"I'minJo'burg,whoamIspeakingto"?

Me:"lookatyourscreen"



Dee:"ohhi...Hima'am.Howareyou?Sorrywe

missedyouonyourlastvisit.MymomwassicksoI

hadtogohomeandtakehertothedoctor"

Me:"mh"

Dee:"butdon'tworryaboutit,I'mbacknowandits

businessasusual.Yourclientsarewelltakencare

of"

Me:"Isee,where'syourfriend"?

Dee:"shejustwentouttobuylunchwithBongi"

Me:"sotheyleftyoualone?"

Dee:"yesbutitsnotreallybusysoIcanmanage"

Me:"mmh"

Dee:"wasthereanyspecificreasonwhyyoucalled

ma'am"?

Me:"actuallytherewas"

Dee:"ohokay"

Me:"Inoticedaneightthousandfivehundredrands

missingfromthebooksbetweenJanuaryandJune"



Dee:"really?Howuhm...YhohayeintlikIdon'tknow

aboutitIwon'tlie"

Me:"andI'msureyoudon'tknowanythingaboutthe

eleventhousandrandsthat'salsomissingbetween

JulyandNovember"?

Dee:"nononomanIdon't.Howdidyoufindout?I

mean,youcheckedthebooksmosttimeswhenyou

visitedusduringtheyearhowcomeyounever

spottedthesethingsbefore"?

Me:"maybeitsbecausethepeoplewhoarestealing

frommearerightundermynoseandtheythought

theycouldcovertheirtracks"

Dee:"butma'amyouarenotsayingwestolefrom

you,right"?

Me:"didyou"?

Dee:"hauma'am!Howcanyousaythat?That's...

Defamationofcharacteryouknow"

Me:"you'retellingme?Wow.That'ssorich"

Dee:"noma'amImean.Pleasedon'tgetme

wrong,that'snotwhatImeant"



Me:"I'msureDimpho,don'tworryaboutit.I

understand"

Dee:"thankyou,butI'msurema'amyou'llfindthe

moneyhey.Maybeyouwerestressedoutthetime

youcheckedthebooks.Youneverknow"

Me:"I'dsaysotoohey.ButitsapityIdidn'tcheck

themmyself"

Dee:"youdidn't"?

Me:"howcouldI?IhadtoassistBongikalokuatthe

boutiquesoIhiredaqualifiedandwell

recommendedaccountanttodoit"

Dee:"anacc-really"?

Me:"yousoundsurprised"

Dee:"noma'am,Ijust...Nevermind.Souhm,what's

gonnahappennow"?

Me:"uhmmmnow"?

Dee:"yesma'am,whatareyougoingtodo?Imean,I

knowyouwon'tjustsitaroundwhileyourmoneyis

missing"



Me:"yeahneh?WellnowIwait"

Dee:"youwaitma'am?Forwhat"?

Me:"Iwaitforyouandyourfriendtohandyourselves

in"

Dee:"Idon'tfollowma'am"

Me:"IknowthetwoofyouareinBloemfontein

Dimphoanddon'teventhinkofdenyingitortryingto

playrunawaygameswithmebecauseIwillfindyou.

That'snotathreat,butapromiseandifyoudaretry

it,Iwon'tbeheldresponsibleforwhatI'ddotoyou.

Thingis,ifIwantedtoI'dhavealreadypaidy'alla

visit,butIdon'twanttobecauseI'mnotreallyina

spacetowantbloodonmyhandsrightnow.Yazyou

havenoshame?Youstillcontinuetolietomeeven

thoughyouknowyouhaven'tbeenatworkfora

monthnow.Ifnotmore,andontopofthatIhave

excruciatingproofonthebothofyouthatcould

keepyouinjailfortherestofwhat'sleftofyour

miserablelousyfakelife"

Dee'"erh..."

Me:"youonlyhavetwodaystobeinPortElizabethor



elseItakeactionagainstyoutwo"

Dee:"bonama'am.."

Me:"by2pmWednesdayI'llbeexpectingtoseeyou

andyourfriendinPE.You'llcallmeassoonasyou

landthenI'llsendadrivertopickyouup.Wednesday

Dimpho.Wednesday"

ThenIhungup.

Icouldfeelhershakinginherboots,Ithinkthat's

whatIenjoyedthemostkulecall.BeingchilledAF

andheartheheartbeatofanotherpersonbeatingso

loudandfastthroughthephone?Wow itfelt

good,nowonderNqabaisalwaysonsomechilled

modeselecaphuka.
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"Trinadidyousenddivorcepaperstomyhusband

withoutmyconsent"?



Ndamjonga...

ForsomereasonshewasfumingandIwasn'tinthe

moodtoentertainher Iliterallyhadbigger

problemsthanherdivorcerightnow.

Eve:"Trinaekpraatmetjou"

Me:"jypraat?Isdathoejypraatmetmense"?

Eve:"didyoudoitornot"?

Me:"Idid"

Eve:"hoekom?Youweresupposedtowaitformy

approvalfirst"

Hehehe!

Me:"soletmegetthisright:youtoldmeyouwanted

todivorceLwando,youaskedformyassistanceand

whenIdoassistyouI'mthevillain?How"?

Eve:"thatisbesidethepoint,youweresupposedto



showmethesettlementyoudrewTrinaBEFORE

sendingittomyhusband"

Me:"soontobeex"

Eve:"you'reenjoyingthisaren'tyou"?

Me:"enjoyingwhatexactly?Youshoutingatme"?

Eve:"you'rehereactingasifyoucareaboutmeand

mywellbeingyetallyou'redoingisenjoyingthefact

thatmymarriageisoverandyou'restillinthissham

youcallamarriage"

Me:"excuseme"?

Eve:"wecan'tallbelikeyouTrina,getthatthrough

yourthickskull.Someofusstillhaveself-respect

andselfdisciplineyouknow"

Me:"okay,you'reangry,IthinkIunderstand.SoI'lljust

pretendIdidn'thearyou"

Eve:"Trinayouareahypocriteyouknowthat?You

liveinamansion,driveaJaguarandmosttimesyou

havedriversdrivingyoutoanywhereyouwant

playinghappyfamiliesbutbehindcloseddoorsno

oneknowsyouhaveanabusivecheaterofa



gangsteryoucallahusband.Honeynotallofus

haveitinustotaintthenameofallwomenoutthere

who'vebeenabusedandcheatedon"

Me:"you'recrossingthelineEvelyn,andforwhat?For

assistingyoudowhatyouwanted"?

Eve:"you'reobviouslymissingthepointhere"

Me:"enlightenmethen.Please"

Eve:"youarefakelittlesis,ontopofthatyouare

livingafakelife.Infactyouareactuallyadisgraceto

everywomenwhohavesufferedatthehandsof

theirlovers.Isawhowquickyouweretoagreeingon

helpingme,itsclearthatyouwerealwaysjealous

thatIgotmarriedintotheroyalfamilywhileyougot

aruthlessthug.Webothknowthattheonlyreason

whyyou'restillmarriedtoyourhusbandisbecause

ofthegoodlifehecanafford,youcan'tcallthis

rubbishlove.Youdon'tknowwhatloveis"

Meheadwasspinningincircles...



Eve:"we'rebusywithantiwomenabusecampaigns

andyou'rebusyembracingthesamemenwhoare

perpetrators,nowIseewhyyouandmarkhave

alwaysbeenclose.Birdsofthesamefeather"

Me:"wow"

Eve:"wow?Isthatallyou'regonnasay?Justalousy

wow"?

Me:"you'reexpectingmetosaysomethingelse"?

Eve:"you'reaspoiltbratyazTrina,you'reusedto

gettingthingsdoneyourwaybutnotthistime.I

simplyaskedyoutohelpmewiththedivorcenot

forcemeintoit,ifyouhadgivenmethedocuments

beforesendingthenatleastI'dhaveappreciated

thatbuyyouwentbehindmybackandwentahead

withtheproceedingswithoutmyconsent"

Itookoutmyphone,dialedLwandowiththephone

onloudspeaker...

LD:"Tee,IspokewithEv-"



Me:"Ididtoo,I'msorryforthemisunderstanding.I

gotitallwrong,youcandeletethosedocumentsand

forgetaboutthem"

LD:"ohreally?Thankyountwanandiyiqpndilethere's

somesortofmisunderstandinghere"

Me:"yeah,I'msorryvha"

LD:"don'tworryaboutit,Iunderstand"

Me:"sharp"

LD:"sure"

IhungupandlookedatEve.Shewasnowcalm

Me:"I'msorry"

Eve:"hm"

Iwentuptomyroom,dranktwocapsulesndalala.

UndiyucendazivabandimanziuEvelynSmith,atfirst

IwantedcrybutthenIaskedmyselfwhyshouldI?



MdalauEveuyayaziintoayenzayoandjudgingby

theamountofwordsshespilleditbecameclearto

methatshe'sbeenpregnantwithsuchforavery

longtime.Myhusbandcalled,Iignoredtheringing

phonethenturneditoffndalala.

LateronIwokeupndayophekelaabantwanabam

becauseIwasn'treallyhungry,Sinojoinedmeinthe

kitchen.IwasquietallthetimecozIwas

preoccupiedaphaentloko...

Sino:"urightmama"?

Me:"hm"?

Sino:"uright"?

Me:"yeah,why"?

Sino:"idon'tknow,justasking"

Me:"I'mokaybabyambodlalanabanyeabantwanaI'll

callyoutocomeandeatwhenI'mdone"

Sino:"awizofunauncediswa"?



Me:"ha.ababy"

Sino:"okayke"

Sheleft,leavingmetocookinsilence.Ididn'twant

anydisturbancemntakamalume,bekungona

ndinowamumsindobutIknewabantwanaabangeni

ndawotu.Evenlonawakheakangenindawo.AsI

wasfinishingupwiththepots,Bulletwalkedinledby

Owethenwamshiya

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"Bullet"

Him:"utaBeastuthimandikunikeapha"

Ilookedatthephone...Ididn'twannatalkrightnow.

Me:"tellhimandikhoorndilele"

Him:"he'sactuallyontheline...rightnow"



YhoIbreathedinforacoupleoftimesandtookthe

phone

Me:"tatakhe"

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"I'vebeencallingyoufirstyoudon'tpick

up,nextthingyourphoneisonvoicemail"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"Luthando"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"uyandiva"?

Me:"mh.mh"

Beast:"kutheninawaskewaph-"

Me:"pleasedon'traiseyourvoice,Ihaveaheadache"



Hesighed...

Beast:"I'msorry"

Me:"kay"

Beast:"akakafikiuMarcusapho"?

Me:"no"

Beast:"inobauseza.Besidestheheadache,areyou

okay"?

Me:"yes"

Beast:"baby"?

Me:"Idon'tfeelliketalkingrightnowtorhoplease"

Beast:"haiboLuu"

Me:"I'llcallyouxandiright"

Beast:"canIcallyouonyourownphonesithethe"?

Me:"NqabaIjusttoldyouIdon'tfeelliketalking

sizothethantonionmyownphonekengoku"?

Beast:"sundishoutakalokuLuuI'mjustconcerned

aboutyouhaibo"



Me:"khawuhoyelentouyenzayokweloKapatorho

andletmebe.Please"

IhungupandgaveBullethisphonethencontinued

withwhatIwasdoing,whenIwasdoneIdishedup

foreveryonendayobizaabantwanabazotya.After

they'veeatenitookthemtomyroomndabavulela

amanzibonkebavasa.AllofthemincludingNathan.

Itookoutthetwins,dressedtheminPJsndababeka

onthebedthenIwenttotakeoutNathan.

Xandizomthambisakwangenaunina

Eve:"IcametocheckonNate"

NdasolendimyekaIwenttourgeSinoandOweba

baphumesizolalakwaearly,xandibuyaabekho.Igot

inbednabantwanabam,theothertwojoineduslater.

Pasteightorso...Iheardacarhootingoutside

ndazilalisa.IthootedandstoppedthenEvecame

knockingonmydoorndazilalisaonceagainuntilshe

walkedinandcametoshakemetowakeup.I



lookedupatherwithoutsayingaword...

Eve:"Marcisoutside"

Igotoutofbedndaphuma,shefollowedbehindme.

Eve:"didyoucallhim"?

Ididn'toweheranyexplanationkwamsoIjust

ignoredherndayovulelauMarcus.

Eve:"youknowthatwasn'tnecessary,ifIhadupset

youyoucouldhavejusttoldmeandnotbring

Marcusintoourarguments"

Marcusknockedndayomvulela,wehugged

sancokolanjethenIgavehimfoodashesatdown

withhissister.



Me:"Marcyouknowyouroom,seeyoutomorrow"

Marc:"you'regoingtobedalready?Iwashopingto

haveawordwithyou"

Me:"wecanstilldothatinthemorning.Goodnight"

Ilefthimezophendulandabashiyababond'emntaka

anti,Icouldn't.
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Itossedandturnedtheentirenightuntilkwasa,I

knewmybloodpressurewashighandIcouldn'trisk

anythingwhenitcametomyunbornbabysoIwoke

upearlyndayakwagqirha.Theydidallthe

necessarychecksandtookmetothecoldroomcoz

mybloodpressurewaswaaayaboveaverageandit

couldpossiblyleadtouxhuzula.Isatnakedinthat

coldroomwithtwolitresofwatertodrinkforabout

anhourthenndaphumandayothathaimedication.I

hadtakenmycar...



OnmywayhomeIcalledBeast...

Beast:"hm"?

Me:"canyoutalk"?

Iheardsomeshufflinginthebackground,maybe

ebevuka.Idon'tknow.

Beast:"yeah,what'sup?Howyoufeelingtoday"?

Me:"I'mbetterthanlastnight.Ubuzothiniwhenyou

called"?

Beast:"itdoesn'tmatter,utheni"?

Me:"itsnothingserious"

Beast:"Nalique"

‍♀

Me:"Iuhm,IhadafalloutwithEve"



Beast:"about"?

Irenarratedthestorytohimandhowithappened,he

didn'tseemsurprisedbutabitsad.

Beast:"I'msorry"

Me:"itsokay"

Beast:"unjanikodwanamhlanje"?

Me:"bendiyekwagqirha,mybloodpressureisvery

highbutIgotmedication"

Beast:"umxeleleugqirhayou'repregnant"?

Me:"siyabonakalanjebekungekhoneed,and

besides,wetookbloodtestssouziboneleandGave

memedicationaccordingtomysituation"

Beast:"oohokay"

Me:"ubuyanini"?

Beast:"I'lltrytobetheretonight,butkuzofuneka

ndiphindendihambeksasa"



Me:"kay"

Beast:"ndcelaundenzeleifavour"?

Me:"mh"

Beast:"sumhoyauEve,she'sstillhurtyilentoKa

Lwandoudinganjeindawoyokhuphelaistress

sakhe"

Me:"somnandingumgqomowenkunkuma

yakwakhe"?

Beast:"that'snotwhatI'msayingmamakhe"

Me:"mxmmyekemanuEve,uyithethilelentokudala

efunaukuyithetha.I'mcoolwithit,lifegoeson"

Beast:"that'stheattitude"

Me:"ndcelaubuyenyhanichapIhavebigger

problemsthanEvelynrightnow"

Beast:"biggerproblemslikewhat"?

Me:"I'lltellyouwhenyou'rehere"

Beast:"okay,khanikeuBulletiphone"

Me:"andihambanganaye"



Beast:"uhambenabani"?

Me:"ndizihambele"

Beast:"haikengokuLuu,IspecificallytoldBulletto

keepaneyeonyouguysandMarctofillyouinon

what'shappeningbecausendicingelananesafety

yenu"

Me:"welluMarcwakhoufikesesilelesowedidn't

talk,IhadtodrivemyselfbecauseuBulletudiniwe

andIknewandizohlalakwagqirha"

Beast:"babyuBulletuyabhatalwaforwhathe

does,andimbhataleliukudinwa"

Me:"he'shumantoo"

Beast:"undawuniwenangoku"?

Me:"ndiyangenaeyadini"

Beast:"thankGod.Okay,ndcelasisebenzisaneke

baby.Please"

Me:"kay,byebyengokuyhuusesinyeistresskwa

wena"

Beast:"ifstressingandfussingaboutyoursafety



makesmeistressthensobeit"

Me:"haysuka.Byebye"

Beast:"Iloveyou"

Me:"uyancedawethu"

Beast:"inkululentoithethwenguEvekwaphelanobu

romanticnyana"?

Me:"usathiinkulu?Ininzibaby,issalot.Uvele

wandibethangegrammarndadizzyuEvelynSmith

andinabhongo"

Beast:"ungamqumbelitorho,she'syoursister"

Me:"awusaact'icozyouknowbetterthananyone

thatshehatesyourguts"

Beast:"Idon'tcareabouther,Ionlyloveyouand

that'senoughforme"

Me:"youshouldsticktothat,iyakusebenzelazkhali"

Helaughedandhungup.Isatinthecarforacouple

ofminutesafterparkingit,Iheardsomeoneknocking

onthewindowIopenedmyeyesndamjonga.I



openedthedoorforhimwangenacarryingcoffee

Marc:"wherehaveyoubeen"?

Ipointedoutthemedicalbag,henodandtookasip

ofhisblackcoffee.

Me:"ibelieveyouhavesomethingtotellme"

Marc:"yeah,butaren'tyouhungry?Imadepancakes"

Me:"really?"

Marc:"theyarestillwarm"

Ismiledaswevacatedthecar,hecarriedmybag

sangenaendlini.

Uba:"mamamuyephiwenawashiyaekseni"?

Me:"molweni,zophuzaumamakho"



Hecametokissme,IgavehimmybagthenIjoined

Marcinthekitchenasheplatedthreepancakesfor

me,iaskedforhoneyinsteadofbutterthenhemade

merooibosteandahlalaonthehighstools

sancokola.FirstthingheaskedwaswhyKutense

betweenEveandI,Itoldhimeverything.

Marc:"butyoudoknowthatyouwerewrongtooin

this,right"?

Me:"yeah,henceIapologized"

Marc:"youshouldknowbetter,youstudiedforthis.

You'resupposedtobeprofessionalatalltimes"

Me:"Iactedoutofprofessionyetoutof

concern,she'smysisterandI'vebeentherebefore.I

thoughtknewhowshefeltbutIwaswrong,soI

apologized.Caseclosed"

Marc:"that'sgood"

Me:"yeah"

Marc:"youknowshetoldmeaboutthis,butIdecided



towaitandsee.Iknowher"

Me:"mmhgoodforyou,nexttimewarnmenottoget

emotionallyattached"

Marc:"youthinkthere'llbeanexttime"?

Me:"Iknowthere'llbeanexttime.Trustme"

Marc:"hm,sowhenissheleaving"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,Idon'tevenwannaknow"

Marc:"you'restillhurtbythethingsshesaid"?

Me:"I'llbefine,shewasspeakingherheartsoIcan't

reallyholdanythingagainsther.That'sherwayof

honesty"

Marc:"forwhatitsworth,I'msorry"

Me:"mxmdon'tbe,Ideservedthatrealitycheck.

Anyway,what'sgoingonmetjullegang"?

Marc:"yho!We'reindeepshit"

Me:"howdeep"?

Marc:"sixfeetdeep"

Me:"whathaveyouguysdone"?



Marc:"Ghost.Thatmanisoneheckofabomb

tickingtodestruction"

Me:"wathethygedoen"?

HenarratedhowutaGhostuyewayohlokoloza

somegangsthatBeasthadmadepeacewithover

thepastfewyearswhileBeastwasawayin

Mozambiquewiththerestofthecrewandnowall

thosegangshavegangedupagainstthem

bayabakhangelaalloverthecountry.Kuyoyonke

lontothetargetisBeastandhisfamilyandanyone

associatedwithhim,becauseuGhostakaziwanoba

heevenexistssothewordoutthereisthatmy

husbandistheonewhostartedthewarngoku

kufunwakwantoeyeyakhe,unfortunatelythat's

includinghisfamily.ApparentlyGhostwantedto

provethathestillhashistouch,buthewentaboutit

thewrongwaysonowtheentireBeastnationis

livinginshadowswhileBeastistryingtobuildup

alliesnakotaLegendtoassisthim.



Marc:"Ievensuggestedthatheaskshisfatherfor

helpbutherefuses"

Me:"he'saproudman"

Marc:"Iknow...butwhenIsuggestedheaskTitus

Seniorhesaidhe'llthinkaboutit"

Me:"sohowlongareyouherefor"?

Marc:"I'llbehereuntilthingsareclearedout,Iwantto

fetchBoobooinJo'burgtonight.He'salsonotsafe"

Me:"haveyoutoldLiz"?

Marc:"yes,IaskedhertostayindoorsuntilIcan

fetchmyson"

Me:"mmh"

Thesekindathingskindadon'tgetscaryastheyget

familiarastimegoes,Iwasn'tangry,shockednor

surprisedbecauseitshislife.Itstheirlife,I'vecome

toacceptitashardasitwas,IhadtobecauseIlove

them.Marcismybrotherandovertheyearshe's

proventhathe'ddoanythingandeverythingto

protectus,Beastismyhusbandandhimtakingthe



initiativeofhavingpeoplelookoutforusinhis

absenceprovedthatatleasthewasdoing

something.Thoughwewereindanger,weweren't

reallyinopendanger,wehadpeopleonguard.

Me:"Thanksforthese,Ihavebusinesscalltomake"

Marc:"noproblem"

Iwenttothelounge,Uvehadmybagbetweenhis

legsUbawasjustwatchinghim...

Me:"canIhavemybagbaba"

Uve:"iphichokiyakhomama"?

Me:"hahahauqhelile.Ayikho"

Uve:"iyephi"?

Me:"phelile"

Uve:"tyiwenguba"?

Me:"Idon'tknownam"



Uve:"yho"

Uba:"tyiwenguSoso.Hm,uSosowabantukodwa"

Ijusttookmybagndayaeroominiyam,allthiswhile

ndincokolanabantwanabamuEveukhonathey

wereallwatchingmovies.
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IcalledLibhongojusttofindouthowthingswere

going,afterthatIjustlayonmybed.Thinking.

Anelisacalledme...

Me:"hello"?

Lisa:"hey,unjani"?

Me:"I'mokay,unjaniwena"?

Lisa:"I'mgreat,ndithengeleuSinoimpahla"

Me:"oh,ziphi"?



Lisa:"Iwasthinkingofbringingthemoverqhautata

ufunandimkhapheuyaeSwazini"

Me:"ifyoucan'tcourierthentrytopostthemI'llsend

someonetofetchthem"

Lisa:"ohokay,I'lldothattomorrowmorning"

Me:"sure"

Lisa:"nisePEmos"?

Me:"yeah"

Lisa:"okaysharp"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupndacimela...thisdamnedphonerangagain

Me:"Chuma"?

Chuma:"hi...bendicelaubuzandizithumelenjani

izintozikaOwe"?

Me:"bypostorcourier"

Chuma:"zininziIwashopingkubekhoumntuuzae



Kapathenndizinikeleyena"

Me:"calloneofyourmenubabuzebaphikesisi"

Chuma:"okay"

Me:"sharp"

IhungupandcalledsisFatima...

Fats:"helloLuthando,yhumerryXmasaninqabe

nabantwanabam"

Kwavelakwancumaintliziyo,Isatupsupportingmy

backwiththecontinentalpillow.

Me:"sikhonakanti,unjanikodwa"?

Fats:"ndirightsisi,kuyacengeka.Ninjaninina"?

Me:"sirightsisiqhauyakhumbuleka"

Fats:"ndiyanikhumbulanamkanti,khanindibize

kalokuYhininantombi"



Me:"userioussisFats"?

Fats:"tyhiniI'mserious,mysonisgraduatingnext

yearandinayonecentonmyname"

Me:"okay,uMarcusuyamazimos"?

Fats:"ubhutiwakholowaseKapa"?

Me:"eweyenauzaeJo'burgtonight,ifyoucan

ungezanayeI'llgivehimyouraddressazokuthatha

endlini"

Fats:"Luthandosudlalangam"

Me:"I'mserioussisi,abantwanabalaphabonkeand

theywillbeherepermanentlyfromnowsoI'mreally

gonnaneedyourhelp"

Fats:"okaykeI'lltalkwithmykidsthenpackndilinde

uzothathwa"

Me:"ninakokodwaukutyaforXmasozobashiyanako

bangalambiungekho"

Fats:"ebekhewacukucezaloumdalangemaliyezi

gigszakhe"

Me:"ohokaykemama.Uhlaleemlindweni"



Fats:"enkosisisiyhuundincedile"

Wehungup...ItextedBulletbamakazeaphendlini

becausehewasn'toutsideumgqibelakwamthenI

wrotedownthethingsIwasgonnaaskhimtogo

buy.Itwasalonglist,butIdidn'treallymind.Fatima

hadbeenwithus,onandoffangakhalazi

xasingambizangasohelpingoutbybuying

iintwananazeChristmasforabantwanabakhewas

nolosswesakazobakhotospendthesacredfamily

timewiththem.Anywaybendisongeza,Iwasn't

buyingtheentirehouseholdgrocery,notthatit

mattered.WhenIwasdoneIworeslippersandwent

toMarcusintheloungendafikaencokola

nabantwanabutplayingchesswithhissister.Chess

yomyeniwamoligintsa

Me:"areyoureallygoingtoJo'burgtonight"?

Eve:"whome"?

Marc:"yeah,why"?



Me:"there'ssomeoneIneedyoutofetchforme,andI

alsowanttogiveyouafewthingstogivetoher"

Marc:"mmh,soitsawoman"

Me:"itcouldbealittlegirlMarcgetyourmindoutof

thatplace"

Marc:"Iwasjustaskingthough"

Me:"whate-"

Owe:"mamanankubhuti"

Me:"ohBullethi,masiyekitchen"

Hefollowedmetothekitchen...Igavehimthelist

andmybankcardayothengelauFatimaezizinto

zizahambanoMarcustonight.WhenheleftItook

mylaptopndayohlalaphaeloungewithicecream,

Uvesawthelaptopwandilindanjebamandihlale

phantsihecamerunning

Uve:"UbamamaabukelauSh'ek"

Me:"hayI'mnotgonnawatchShreksuxoka"



Uve:"abukelanto"?

Me:"nothing,I'mworkinghere"

Uve:"yamma"

Hepulledthecornerofthedevicesoijongekuye

ndabendisayilayitasoitwasblank...

Uve:"fakalokmamakhe"

Me:"ndifakentoniUvelileItoldyouI'mworkingon

this"?

Uba:"afuniworkingnamloku"

Uve:"eweafuniworkingnam,naweyafunaNathan"?

Nate:"ewefunanam"

IrolledmyeyesndafakaloShreksabukela

sobane,welaughedsodwaasifakhobantukule

lounge.Sinowasbusyswimming,Owewasrunning

aroundoutsidethehouseinthatbicycle.Everyone



happy?

Outoftheblue,Lwandocalledme...Ihesitatedabit

untilUbapickedthephonewandinika.

Me:"hello"

LD:"hey,usharp"?

Me:"I'mcool,you"?

LD:"I'mgoodheyyougavemeascareyaz

ngezaway"

Me:"hm,I'msorry.Itwasn'tintentional"

LD:"whatreallyhappened?Like,I'mcurioustoknow"

Me:"arghlet'sforgetaboutit,that'sthebestwecan

dorightnow"

LD:"yeahhey,uthibabuyaninikengokuudadwenu"?

Me:"Idon'tknowkentwanayam,akhangendimbuze"

LD:"ukudekunawengoku"?

Me:"ha.anankuudlalaichessnobhutiwakhe"

LD:"ndcelaumnikeiPhoneplsman''



Me:"andicingitu,mfounelekweyakhe"

LD:"I'vebeentryingbutikhalayodwaallmorning"

Me:"keepontryingmaybesheleftitinherroom"

LD:"ohokay...iseverythingokaybetweenyoutwo

though"?

Me:"neverbeenmoreperfect"

LD:"areyousure?ImeanIcouldbewrong,butI'm

sensingsomehostility"

Me:"you'recertainlywrongmyman"

LD:"ohhaike,ubeneminiemnandi"

Me:"youtooboss"

Wehungup...ndaqhubekekanemovieLenamna.

Uba:"tatamlo"?

Me:"hm.mh"

Uba:"mh.mh"?



Me:"hayUba"

Uba:"ooh"

‍♀

Sino:"mamakukhonaukutya"?

Me:"checkthefridgelove,uyonxibangokukudala

uqubha"

Sino:"kuseshushunjephandlema"

Me:"uzobanefeverSinothandoNtabeni"

Sino:"daddywilltakemetothedoctor"

Me:"okay"

Shewarmedthefoodandcamebackwazobukela

nathiimovie,Marcsaidhe'dtakeadrivehe'sbored

here.Ubabalocriedforhimwahambanayeeven

thoughIinsistedashiyekendcingelaanydanger

abanohlangananayobutMarcassuredmehe'llbe

safeandtheyareonlygoingtooneplacethen

babuye.Iwastired,emotionally.Ireallyneededsis

Fatimashame especiallyforthecookingpart



uphekelaabantuabangakawasdraining.

IntheeveningIaskedBulletnechomiyakhe

basojelebecauseMarcuswasn'tbackyet,goodthing

hubbyalwayskeptthehobclean,whiletheywere

braaingImadepapwithcreamyspinachand

chakalakandizivaleleumlomowamjustlisteningto

musiconmyphone.

Eve:"needhelpwithanything"?

Iignoredher,yesIhadheadsetsonbutthevolume

wasn'tdeafeningandIwasalmostdoneanyway.

Shemusthaveseenthatndifakeiiheadsetssoshe

cametome,Ifeltataponmyforearmndamjonga

Eve:"needassistance"?

IshookmyheadandcontinuedwithwhatIwas

doing,shetappedmeagainsoIremovedone

headsetndamjongaonceagain.



Eve:"lookIknowyou'reupsetaboutthethingsIsaid

butI'm-"

Me:"there'snoneedEve.Please"

Eve:"Trina"

Me:"youtoldmeexactlywhatyouthinkofmeand

mymarriage,I'mnotsurprisednoramIupset

becauseyouspilledwhatyou'vebeencarryingfora

longtimeandIbelievenowyou'llfinallybeatpeace

withyourself.NowcanIcookinpeace"?

Eve:"thenwhyareyoucoldtowardsme"?

Me:"becauseEvelyn,Idon'tunderstandwhatyou're

stilldoinghere"

Eve:"huh"?

Me:"I'mfake,Iliveafakelifewithmygangsta

husbandandIhaveashamIcallamarriage.What

areyoustilldoinghereinthisfakeness?ThislifeI'm

living,ispracticallyfraud.Whywouldyoustick

aroundaftersucharevelation"?

Eve:"yousee?Youmissedthewholepoint"



Me:"ohIgorrithoney,Igorritloudandclear.Butme

andyoubothknowyouwerenotmadbecauseIsent

Lwandothedivorcepapers,thatwasjustacoverup"

Eve:"youshouldhavespokentomefirst"

Me:"Ididn't,andIapologized.Shootmeforcaringso

much"

Eve:"caring?Youcallthatcaring?ThenI'vegotthe

wrongendoftheword"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyouwantfromme,whenwe

discussedyourdivorceyoutoldmeeverythingyou

wantedtogetoutofthesettlementandInotedit

down.DoyouhonestlythinkI'djeopardizeyour

futureincludingyoursonsfutureinanyway?"

Eve:"howamIsupposedtoknow?Ididn'tseethe

settlement"

Me:"Ithoughtyoutrustedmewithyouraffairs,as

yoursisterandasyourlawyer"

Eve:"thatisbeyondthepointandyouknowit"

Me:"IAMSORRYdammit!HowmanytimesamI

supposedtoapologizetoyou"?



Eve:"you'renotsorry,youknowyou'renot.You'rejust

upsetthatIdidn'tgothroughwiththatdivorce.

You'reactuallydisappointed"

Me:"huh"?

Eve:"yes,Iseerightthroughyou.Youcanactall

innocenttoMarcandeveryoneelsebutIseeright

throughyou"

Okay...

Itookamomenttobreath,shewasreallygettingon

mynervesnyhaninyhani.

Me:"lookEveI'msorrythatIgotmarriedtoa

gangsta,I'msorryIgotaJaguarandaRangebefore

you,I'msorryIgraduated,gotahouseandajobata

youngage,I'msorryEvelynforhavingmyown

businesses.Iamsorryforhavingahusbandwho

lovesme,sorryforhavingalifethat'scomfortablefor

meandmychildren.I'msorryEvethatyourown

biologicalparentsrejectedyouandIfoundmyown



maternalfamily.GoshI'msorryforbeingeveryone's

favouriteinthefamily,I'msorryforeverythingthat's

happeninginyourmarriage"

Eve:"you'vegottobekiddingmerightnow"

Me:"I'msorryI'mnotmarriedintoroyaltylikeyoubut

sweety,I'mfineinthisshamofminethankyouvery

much"

Shestormedoff!

‍♀
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AftercookingIdishedupforeveryoneMarcus

wabuyanomntanamselelesoakatyayena,Eve

lockedherselfupintheroomwabeengazovuswa

ndim.Nathanwatya,wavasaxakuvaswangabanye

thenwayolalanabanyekwiroomyabomna

ndabuyelaezantsindalindisauMarcusuMongezixa

ezobekauNqabauzosoleethathauMarcamsee

Gautengaphindeambuyisesamenight.Mocalled



MarcsowavusauBulletbahambandashiyekandi

klinaindluyammnafromthekitchentothe

lounge,utatalaphaufikexandiphumaelaundry

impahlaibiphayandiyivaseyonke.Wejusthugged

thenhewenttobathwangumntuozogqibela

ngokutyasoIwarmeduphisfoodkwashiyekaokuka

EvenokukaUba.Imadechamomileteaforhim,he

lookedtiredatleastyonaizomenzaalalethroughout

thenightthenImademyrooibos,Iturnedoffthe

lightinthekitchen,laundryandpassagethen

ndayomlindaelounge.Aftersometimehejoined

me,Ilenthimanearasheateebalisathelamestuff

abouthistripthenwhenhewasdoneeatingIlayon

mybackmyheadonhislapslookingupathim.He

benthisheadtopeckmylipshishandrubbingmy

owingbump,Iwasdonewithmyteahewasstill

drinkinghissancokolanjee...

Nextthingweheardsomeonetiptoeingintothe

kitchen...



Beast:"what'sthat"?

Me:"nobanguEveuyotya"

Beast:"whyangalightkengoku"?

Me:"khamyekewethuuyazazibawenzani"

Heseemedabitdistractedbutsancokola,Iwanted

towaitforusisFatimabutIstillhadtotellthe

kingmanthatIactuallycalledherback.

Eve:"oh...Ididn'tknowthere'sstillpeopleup"

Ididn'tanswerhermnainfactIdidn'tpayherany

attention,Iwasbusyplayingngentshetyanaekhulayo

Kababy...

Beast:"uhm,let'sgoupstairsbaby"

Me:"ndilindeuMarcusabuye"

Beast:"ungamlindanaphaeroomini"



Me:"ndizolalaofikakwamupstairs,butungahambaif

uyafuna"

Hedidn'tanswer,allthistimeshewasstanding

awkwardlybythedoorandimazinobasheexpected

ustoleaveorshewantedtosaysomethingtomy

husbandkubakeuyithethewayigqibaebefuna

ukuyithethakum.Seeingthatasiphakamisheturned

andwalkedupthestairstoherroom.Beastgaveme

adeathstare,Iignoredhim.Iwasn'tabouttotellhim

aboutourlastbrawltoo,uzodeabenolwimingoku

kukwaziiindabazabafazioko.

Beast:"kutheniengatyangangokubenisitya"?

Me:"shewasinherroom,babyndiceleusisFats

abuyeIhopeyou'refinewiththat"

Beast:"oh,ubuyanini"?

Me:"tonight.NoMarcus"

Beast:"oh-kay"

Me:"ndiyadinwatatakhekukwenzayonkinto,the



businessneedsmyclearmind,thechildrenandthe

houseneedmyattentionandthenIalsoneedtime

formyself...Itsalltoomuchforoneperson"

Beast:"Idon'thaveaproblemwithherbeingback,but

Ithoughtyouwouldneedheraftersibuyekwi

vacation"

Me:"sisaya"?

Beast:"eweeverythingisarrangedalreadydon'ttell

meyou'rehavingdoubts"

Me:"nosingahambanayekaloku,youknowshe's

greatwiththekidsandasabonusthatwillalso

guaranteemeandyouourownqualitytime"

Beast:"that'ssomethingIneverthoughtof...Okay,so

haveyoucheckedonlinebasisekhonaIspaceforoo

Oweeskolweni"?

Me:"yestheyneededR6000depositforeachof

themndayikhuphathentheysentmeabooklistI

emailedittoyou"

Beast:"Ihaven'thadachancetocheckmymails..but

I'lltransferyouallthemoneyuzithengengokwakho"



Me:"cool.IthiniintoKaOwe?"

Beast:"whatdoyoumean"?

Me:"Ithoughtnowthathisparentshavereconciled

bazomthathakalokubazenzeleeyaboihappyfamily"

Beast:"haymakamebaby,hisdadisnotstableyet.In

facthe'sfarfrombeingstable,uChumanjeuout

keyena"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"Speakingofwhich..."

Me:"uh-huh"

Beast:"Sinoisnotmychild"

Ndothukandachophangempundundamjonga...

Me:"uthini"?

Beast:"theDNAtestscamebackwitha0.0%chance

thatshe'smine,OweobviouslyngokaGhost"

Me:"haveyoutoldhermother"?



Beast:"no"

Me:"areyouplanningto"?

Beast:"no.wellnotyet,itwillcrushhermanbaby"

Me:"crushwho?UAnelisa"?

Beast:"nouSino"

Me:"yhuuheee,zithiniezoUbabaloiiresults"?

Beast:"haikengoku"

Me:"ngabakhoorngabakaNtando"?

Helookedatmeshakinghisheadwaphungaitea

yakhe...

Istillcouldn'tbelieveSinoisnothis Hewasso

calmaboutthis...

Me:"youseematpeacewithsuchnews"

Beast:"I'mnotthefirstmanekhulisailahle,Iloveher

andIwouldn'twanttodepriveherofabrightfuture

ngenxayezonozikanina"



Me:"sowecontinuelifenormally"?

Beast:"please"

Wow!

IcouldtellthechamomilewasworkingonhimsoI

suggestedsiyongqengqa,whenwegottobed

ndambaliselangababantwanabatyeimaliyamand

hetoldmetoletthemcometoPEndithumeleu

Bulletayobalandahe'lldealwiththem.

Me:"dealwiththemhow"?

Beast:"youdon'tneedtoknowallthedetails,I'llleave

Bulletwithinstructions"

Me:"pleasedon'thurtthem"

Beast:"theyhurtyouemotionally,financially...they

deservewhat'scomingtothem"



Me:"okaymaybeyou'reright,butwhateveryoudoto

them...Look,whatifibuyelabacktome"?

Hiseyeswereshut,hewasfallingasleeporhe

pretendedtobefallingasleepjustsohecould

ignoremyquestionsandthechamomileteawasn't

doingmeanyjustice.Afteracoupleofhoursaunt

FatsarrivedwithuncleMarcbatyabayolala.

Ksasandothukelendodakanyexaigqibovasa,ngoo

3emaxesheni.Isatupandstretched

Beast:"morning"

Me:"mh"

Ileftforthebathroom,ndabuyaenxibaIsatonthe

bedandjustwatchedhim.LoGhostwakuboubenze

izithunzelaworsecozbayanyonyobangoku.Bonke.



Beast:"don'tworryaboutooDimphoneh"?

Me:"mh"

Beast:"justtrytofixwhateveritisthat'sgoingon

betweenyouandyoursister"

Me:"AnelisaandIarefine"

Beast:"youknowthat'snotwhoIwasreferringto"

Me:"ohIhaveanothersister"?

Beast:"uEvebabyhaibo"

Me:"mxm"

Hecametositinfrontofmekissingmysleepyface

Beast:"please"

Me:"shehasmadeitveryclearthatkacenganganto

kumuEvelyn,namkeandicengangantokuyesowhy

shouldI"?

Beast:"becauseyou'refamily,everyfamilyfights

iphindeivanemsinya"



Me:"uzophindaubuyenini"?

Beast:"beforeXmasndizobendilapha"

Me:"mmh"

Hetouchedmycheek...

Beast:"Iloveyou,kuyoyonkeintoeyenzekayojust

keepthatinmind.NqabayomziLuthandoGwala

lovesyouverymuch,despitewhatpeoplemaythink

ofmeorourfamily,thetwoofusknoweachother.

That'senoughtokeepusgrowingandflourishing"

Me:"canIsayamen"?

Hesmiled...

Beast:"you'reagemyaz"

Me:"thankyou,ifthat'sacompliment"

Beast:"itis...comehere"



Iwentclosersowekissedforawhilethenhe

stoppeduswhenheheardahooteroutsidethenhis

phonerang,hesaiditshishiketomeetMo.

Me:"atleastkissthegoodbyenobakeizobangathi

bebephuphaksasa"

Beast:"ndoyikabavuke"

Me:"don'tworryaboutthat,nowcome"

Wewenttothekidsroom,hekissedallofthem

wahambaemvakokondaphindelaendlinikemna

ndayolalaonceagain.
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InthemorningIwokeuplaterthanusualbecauseI

knewukhonausisFats Ilazilywalkeddownthe

stairsandIcouldhearthejoyfulnoisefromthe

kitchen...



Me:"molweni,heyBooboo"

Boo:"auntTrina"

Wehuggedndamphuzaebunzi...

Owe:"molomama"

Sino:"utataukhonamama"?

Me:"erhno"

Owe:"IthoughtIheardhimksasayaznam"

Me:"ebekhonaumnkile"

Sino:"yhoowhyningasivusanga"?

Me:"benizothini"?

Sino:"asikambonisinereportsasipheumpasokalok

utata"

Owe:"besiwufumeneumpasoSinohaibo"

Sino:"butnotfromdad"

Owe:"sincewhendoweseparatemomanddad"?



Sino:"haycummonOwe"

oh-kay ‍♀

Uba:"MamammbonileuFats"?

Owe:"auntFatsUba"

Me:"ewendoda"

Uve:"mbonilekqalaknawenywe"

TheywerealldustywithflouruFatimaubuyilene

bakinglessons..

Me:"akhontonishotangayosisi"?

Fats:"ha.asisi"

Me:"ifthere'sanythingplsnoteitdownI'llaskBullet

togoshoppinglateronintheweek"

Fats:"Alrightnontombi"



Imademyselfteaandwenttoslouchelounge

ndabukelaiirepeatszeseriesyaqinaiminindibukele

iTVokondihlelingepyjamasphofintombiKaSmith

ayibonakali.Iatealotofcookiesandcupcakeslying

onthatcouch somehowitwaspeaceful,orIwas

atpeace?Idon'tknow.IcalledMarcus...

Marc:"lilsis"

Me:"waarisjy"

Marc:"Kaapstad"

Me:"jylieg"

Marc:"rerig,ekisbesignoumaareksamjoubel

later"

Me:"alright"

Marc:"howisMJ"?

Me:"he'splayingwithotherkids"

Marc:"okay,later"



IhungupjustasKeriwascalling...

Me:"bigsis"

Keri:"heyhowareyoudoing"?

Me:"I'mdoingjustfine,you"?

Keri:"I'mgreat,areyouathome"?

Me:"uhmyes"

Keri:"wellI'maroundPEonabusinessconference

canwemeetupforlatelunch"?

Me:"whydon'tyoucomeover,I'llsendyouadriver"

Keri:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea,IheardEve's

there"

Me:"ohokay"

Keri:"I'lltextyouthetimeandplaceaftermynext

meeting"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup,IcalledBulletndamcelaandikhaphe



wavuma.Icouldn'ttellKeriIwon'tbeabletomeet

upbecauseofthegangstadramathatwasgoingon

atleastthedudeagreedtotagalong.lateronI

preparedtogoonthislunchleavingthekidsunder

thesupervisionofFatima.Kerihadalreadyordered

soIduginsancokolanje

Me:"whotoldyouEveishere"?

Keri:"Evecalledmelastnightcrying"

Me:"crying"?

Keri:"yeah.Shesaidquitealotofthingsabout

you,howunwelcomeshefeelsatyourhouseand

howyouambushedherintodivorcingherhusband"

Me:"didyousayambush"?

Keri:"thosewereherewords"

Me:"hehehetyhiniEvelinaSimiti!

Keri:"look,Idon'tknowwhatreallyhappenedbutI

knowyou.Everythingshesaidjustdidn'tmake

sense"



Me:"andhereIthoughtyoujustcalledmeforlunch"

Keri:"ifIjustwantedustohavelunchIcould'vejust

cometoyourhousebutIwantedyoutotalktome

freelywithoutholdingback"

Me:"okay,sowheredowestart"

Keri:"fromthetop:whathappened"?

Istartedeverythingfromthedaysheabruptlycame

knockingonmydoorengatshongonobauyeza,down

tolastnight'sexchangeofwords...

Keri:"whyisshestillatyourhousethen"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,maybeshedoesn'thavemoney"

Keri:"youjustsaidshehas16k"

Me:"savings,maybeshesetaspecifictimeof

withdrawalforthose"

Keri:"wellyouknowI'vealsoalwaysbeencautiousof

yourhusband'slifestylebutIknowhemakesyou

happythat'swhyI'mokayevenwithhimnotwanting



youtovisitus"

Me:"itsnotlikehedoesn'twantmetovisit,itwasstill

theearlystagesofourpregnancyandhewasall

clingy"

Keri:"Iunderstandbaby,butEvehasissues.I'mboth

yoursistersoIcan'ttakesidesIhopeyou

understand"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Keri:"Idobelievethough,thatthebestthingrightnow

wouldbeforhertoleaveyourhousebeforecausing

anymoretrouble"

Me:"areyougonnatakehertoyourown?Andlether

ruinyourownmarriage"?

Keri:"nopeIcan'thaveheratmyhouse,ifshe

doesn'twanttodivorceherhusbandthensheshould

gohomeandfixthings"

Me:"goodluckconvincingher"

Keri:"don'tworryaboutit...Nowintolight

things,congratulationsonthepregnancy"

Me:"aawthankyou"



Keri:"we'realsoexpecting"

Me:"youlie"!

Keri:"I'msixweeks"

Me:"wow,soourkidsaregoingtobesame

age,congratstoyouguys"

Keri:"thankyoubaby,sohaveyoucheckedthe

genderyet"?

Me:"no,Idon'tthinkIwill.Iwannabesurprised"

Keri:"wellIwishitstwins,doyouknowhowcuteyour

babiesare"?

Me:"cuteKeri?Thosekidsareahandful"

Keri:"Iwantmyownhandfulmostpreferablygirls"

Me:"Ihopeyougetthem"

WespentacouplemoreminutesthenIheaded

homendafikakuthenkcweebeleleonthelounge

floorrug



Me:"kulelwe"?

Fats:"badiniwe,awulambanga"?

Me:"nothankyou.IhavetocallutatalaphasoI'llbe

upstairs"

Fats:"uEveebekubuza"

Me:"mxmtellherandikhoanddon'tletherbullyyou"

Fats:"nixabene"?

Me:"somethinglikethat,ifsheneedsanything

makazenzelengokwakhe"

Fats:"uyayazinjemadamandikwaziukuthihayi"

Me:"uyakumxelelabakutshomna,easy"

ShenodasIheadedtomyroomandcheckedon

bae...hisphonerangandcutsondamyeka.Isawa

messagefromtheJo'burgboutiquesocalledLibo...

Libo:"Nalique'sboutiquegooday"

Me:"hiLibo"?



Libo:"ohhiTeeunjani"?

Me:"I'mcool,Ijustsawyourmessagewhat'sup"?

Libo:"IhavealilissueandI'monlyreportingittoyou

becauseitfamilyrelated.Yoursisterorderedabout

threedressesonlinefourdaysagobutshehasn't

paidthe70%deposityet"

Me:"whichsister"?

Libo:"Eve"

Me:"haveyoudeliveredherdressesyet"?

Libo:"no,wecan'tdeliverkalokwithoutthedeposit"

Me:"thenjustcanceltheorder,ifshecallsagaintell

herthedressesareoutofstock"

Libo:"gorrit"

Me:"ohandifsheordersanythingelse,tellherIsaid

shemustpay100%upfront"

Libo:"yesma'am"

Me:"sharp"



Wehungup

Tyhiniiyandigulelalentombi.I'mbusymakinga

livingformyselfshe'sbusyonthesidetryingto

sabotageit?Icalledherhusband

LD:"AuntTrina,hi"

Me:"hey...udewamfumanaumfaziwakho"?

LD:"yeahndimfumenetoday"

Me:"uthiubuyanini"?

LD:"uthisheneedsabreaksoakakazazi,ieven

askedherandinikeumntanabutakafuni"

Me:"butumntanawonwabakwindawoenoninanje"

LD:"uninaxaengafuniubuyandenzenjanikeTrina?

BecauseImissmyson"

Me:"yho"

LD:"isthereaproblem?Imeanwhyareyouasking

babuyanini"?

Me:"ohyeahhey,myfamilyandIaregoingona



vacationandkudalaiplaniwewecan'tcancelnorcan

weaddyenanomntanakhelastminute"

LD:"yho,iphiivacationyenumaybeIcanpayforthem

bahambenaniifmoneyistheissue"

Me:"that'sthething,Idon'tknow.Myhusband

organizedeverythingsoIhavenoclue"

LD:"iromanticlechap,asurprisevacation"

Me:"he'sgothisdays"

LD:"wellndisemontirightnowIcancomefetch

themtomorrowmorningkubasekulatetodriveall

theway"

Me:"surekebhuti"

LD:"sharpmadam"

Ihungup...

Mybabymovedndothukastillholdingthatplace

whereIfeltthemovement.Ipracticallybeggednana

tomoveagainbutdololo,eitherway Ifeltthefirst

oneandIwasgonnamakedaddyjealous!
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Ilaytherejustrestingmybody...NextIheardmy

phonevibratingIcheckedthescreenandsmiledto

myself...

Me:"daddy"

Beast:"madamBeast"

Me:"ubusy"?

Beast:"urh...Ihaveaminute"

Me:"well...Nanamoved"

Beast:"yaphosisa"

Me:"seriouslove,hahahatshotshoubungekho"

Wathula...

Iknowebencitheka



Me:"myminuteisup,byebye"

Beast:"andisancithekimamakheawundivanga"

Me:"Iknowbyebye"

Beast:"Luuyoujustcalledtoruinmyday?Kanti

nditshateumntuonjani"?

Me:"ruinyouday?Honeymywholeweekhasbeen

ruinedalready,Idon'thavetimeforthat"

Beast:"hahaanikancokolinodadwenu"?

Me:"akhothemba"

Wechatforawhilethenhehadtorun,Istayedinmy

roomnamndalala.Kulelwemosezantsi?

FollowingdayIwaswokenupbySino...

Sino:"uthiuBhutLwandondikubizemama"

Me:"okayndyeza"



Sheleftmyroom,Isatupandchecked

messages,wenttothebathroomndabuyaandjust

wrappedagownndamlandelabumpingontoEve

andhersononthestairspullingtheirsuitcase.

WhenwegotdownstairsIaskedforbottledwater

ndayobulisauLwando...

Me:"myprince"

LD:"hahahasuchformalgreetings"

Wehalf-huggedsahlalaphantsi.

Me:"unjanikodwa"?

LD:"I'mokayman,Icanseeusharp"

Me:"Itryhey"

LD:"mh,ifmyeyesarerightthenIunderstandwhy

yourhusbandhasplannedthevacation"

Iblushed,Ididn'trealizeitshowedelohlobobawe're

expecting.Helaughedatme



Me:"uvukile,haveyouhadbreakfastalready"?

LD:"hayTeeyho,ndithembiseutatabauzobethau

elevenndikwelacalafunekandileqe"

Me:"oohokay"

Evestoodbehindmychair,LDgotupandtookthe

bagstothecar.Ihuggedtheirsonndayoma

emnyangotowatchthemgo...

Eve:"youknowyoucouldhavejusttoldmetoleave

yourhouseinsteadofbringinghimintoit"

Me:"bringingwho?Yourhusband"?

Eve:"yeshim"

Me:"ohIdidn'tthinkitwillbetroublesincey'allaren't

reallydivorcingand,I'msuretheroyalfamilyneeds

theirmakotiyabo?Youshouldactuallythankme"

Eve:"thankyouforwhat"?



Me:"forsparingyoutheheartachethatwasaboutto

unfoldbeforeyoureyesinthenextcoupleofdays"

Eve:"you'respeakinginparables,ekverstaannie"

Me:"wellifyoumustknow,mygangstahusbandis

takingusonvacationoutofthecountry,that'swhyI

calledLwandotofetchyourightontime.Wekinda

don'thavespaceforyou"

Eve:"soyou'rechasingmeawaybecauseyou're

goingonvacationwithyourfamily?ReallyTrina?I

usedtobefamilytooyouknow..."

Me:"hausisyougotitallwrong,I'mnotchasingyou

awayatall.I'mjustbeingconsideratesinceyouhave

aproblemwithhowweacquireourwealth.Imean,I

wouldn'twantyoutolooseyourselfinour

world,you'reroyaltybymarriage.Itsapityyou'renot

royaltybyblood"

Eve:"itssoshamefulthatyouevenhavethegutsto

boastaboutthiscriminalityy'alllivein,nosenseof

moralitywhatsoever"

Me:"oohnowIsee,soyou'reallowedtoboastabout

theroyalfamilyyoumarriedintoandI'mnotallowed



toboastaboutthecriminalityImarriedinto,asyou

putit"?

Eve:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"youforgottheSibongileinthemiddle"

Sheclearedherthroat...

Eve:"TrinaliqueSibongileSmith"

Me:"speakyourmindmmtasekhaya"

Eve:"IknowthatitlooksasifI'mjealousofyourlife

butbewarned,suchalivelihoodneverendswell.

You'reputtingyourkidslivesindeliberatedanger"

Me:"itssurprisingthatIdidn'tjustgetmarriedtothis

criminalyesterday,yetittookyourapparentdivorce

foryoutonoticethat"

Eve:"I'vealwaysmademythoughtsaboutyour

husbandknown,youknowhowIfeelabouthim"

Me:"Iguessyouneverthoughtofthatwhenyou

werebusypushingandmotivatingmetogiveBeast



achancehuh"

Eve:"soyou'regoingtoblamemeforbeingstuck

withathug"?

Me:"wrongchoiceofwords,I'mnotstuckwithathug.

I'minlovewithmyhusbandwhoisabusinessmanif

Imayadd"

Eve:"you'reblabbingrightnow,it'spathetic"

Me:"theanswerisno,Iwon'tblameyou.I'mactually

gratefultoyouthatIgavehimachance"

Eve:"Trinaopenyoureyes,thisisnotalifeyouwant

toliveinfortherestofyourdaysonthisearth.What

woulddadsay?Thinkofmom"

Me:"Mh..bigsis,thankyouforcaringaboutmehey.

Thankyouverymuch,atleastIknowthatwhenthis

shamofmineblowsupinmyfaceIstillhavea

familyIcanrelyon.Justforclaritysake

neh..uhm,ourparentsknewaboutmyhusband

beforetheypassedonsothere'snothingtoreally

thinkabout"

Eve:"Iseeyourmindismadeup"



Me:"yeahhey,pleasecallKeriagainandtellher

you'regonehome.Shewasgonnacomeseeyou

lateronafterhermeeting"

Shetriedherbesttohidehershock...

Me:"Iguessthisisgoodbye,ohandmerryChristmas

andhappynewyearinadvance.IncaseIforget"

Eve:"mhthanks...IguessIoverstayedmywelcome

here"

Me:"somethingalongthoselines,butotherthanthat

Iwouldn'tlikethisfraudishlifeofminetoruboffon

you.Takeitasuhm...Me,protectingyou.Itswhat's

sistersdo"

Shenodandwalkedtotheircar,herhusbandhooted

astheyleftmyhomekwathixibilili.Butontheother

side,Iwasabitworriedabouther(nottotally

worried,justabit)...somethingfishywasreallygoing

onemtshatweniwakheandtheydidtheirbestto



hideitkumbutcummonnow ‍♀I'vehadmy

fairshareofmaritalupsanddownstoknowwhen

somethingisoff.What'sworseisthatLwandodidn't

havethatsparkxaemjonga...Hewasmoreexcited

abouthissonmorethantheirfamilyasawhole.

MaybeshegotsolitudewhenItoldheraboutmy

marriageproblemsbefore,butthistimearoundufike

kungekhozingxakitoshareandkebendingazoxoka

ndenzembiumyeniwamjusttomakeherhappy..I

reallydon'tknow.Somehowathoughtcrossedmy

mind:uEveangathinixainothikantilomyeniwakhe

isathuginasuit?HeisafterallacousintotheTitus

twins

Me:"mnkmnk"

Sino:"isittrue?Isdaddyarealgangsta?Isthatwhy

hehassomanycarsandhouses"?

Okay.

TosayIwascaughtoffguardwouldbean



understatementforreal.Istaredatherforawhole

minutethenIdecidedtoignoreuSinondayae

kitchenKusisFatima,Itooktoastedandbuttered

breadndabilisaamaqanda.Iwascravingsomeegg

mayoonhotwholewheattoastedbread

Sino:"mama"

Me:"hm"?

Sino:"isittruewhatauntEvesaid"?

Me:"no"

Sino:"thenwhydidshesaythosethingsaboutdaddy

iftheyaren'ttrue"?

Me:"Idon'tknowmntanam"

Sino:"whydoesshehatedadsomuch?Umakhulu

alwayssaysonecanonlytalklikethataboutanother

whenit'sapersononedoesn'tlike"

WhilewaitingfortheboilingeggsImademuesliwith

yoghurtformyselfthenItookherhandsayae



loungesajongana...

Me:"firstofall,don'trepeatwhatyoudid.Listeningto

youreldersconversationswillturnyouintoa

gossipmongerandyou'retoosmartforthat"

Sino:"butIwasn'tintentionallylisteningnjemama"

Me:"eitherway,refrainfromdoingso.Secondly,your

dadisnotagangstaIdon'tknowwhereEvegotthat

butwenayikhupheaphakuweentlokonehbaby"?

Sino:"butma,whywouldshesaythatheis

somethinghe'snot"?

Me:"okaymasenzekanje...xawenaumjongile

utatakhodoeshelooklikeagangsta"?

Sino:"no"

Me:"beforenow,haveyoueverthoughthe'sa

gangsta"?

Sino:"no"

Me:"ifnot,thenhowdoyouthinkhemakeshis

money"?



Sino:"he'sabusinessmanwithmanycompanies"

Me:"goodnowdoyoustillthinkauntEvewastelling

thetruth"?

Sino:"ha.ama"

Me:"wellthankyou,we'lljustpretendlikeyoudidn't

hearthatconversation.Right"?

Sino:"yesma'am"

Ihuggedhergqibandatya,shewenttoassistFatima

inthekitchen.WhatjusttranspiredisexactlywhyI

neverwantedthemtolivewithusbeforeatleast

nowIwasreadyandIcouldreasonwiththembeve.
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MarcusreturnedfromCapeTownsoIaskedhimto

accompanymetogoonaChristmasshopping,by

lunchtimewewerebackhomeIhadacallwithKeriI

toldherwhathappenedwathiuzamfounelalate.

Nqabareturnedonthe24thsowedecidedtospend

Xmasathomesihambeonthe26th.Afterheputthe



kidstobedhecametojoinmeinbed Ihadtobeg

himforabackrubufunaucengwakodwaebengekho

allthistime.

Beast:"whenwegetwherewe'regoing,I'llmakesure

yougetaproperfullbodymassage"

Me:"Iwannabecoveredinchocolateke,notmud"

Beast:"chocolate?Isthatevenpossible"?

Me:"you'llmakeitpossible"

Beast:"babyIknowyouthinkI'mthebestthingthat

everhappenedtohumankindbut,Idon'thave

magics"

Me:"youdon'tneedmagics,youneedfaith.God

createdyouinHislikenessthengaveyouauthority

uponalllivingspeciesso..."

Beast:"baby"!

Me:"Ihopeyourfriendsaren'tcomingoverke

ngomso,IinvitedLiboforLunch"

Beast:"uvalilekwiboutiqueeJo'burg"?



Me:"uzovulange05"

Beast:"youhaveaproblemwithmyguyswhy"??

Me:"hellow"!

‍♀

Beast:"abazohlalakakhulunjemam-"

Me:"kuyacacabasizoxabanangalentoeachand

everyyear"

Beast:"Butasixabaningokubaby.Look,Iknowits

riskybutwe'llmakesureKusafe.Ipromise"

Me:"baby"

Beast:"mamakhe"

Me:"youknowIloveyou,right"?

Beast:"soverymuch"

Me:"great,ayizokwenzelwaaphakwamibraaiyenu

ke"

Beast:"Luucummon"

Me:"mfondiniyoucanaffordtohireavenueifezi

warehouseszenuaren'tgoodenoughfory'all,hirea



cateringcompanyniyenzelephakudelobraainot

aphakwam"

Beast:"bafunaukuzakwamndithinikeLuu,lookbaby

Iknowitsinconvenientbutplsconsider"

Me:"Ijusttoldyouwhattodoandubaxeleleba

awukhoavailableuntilsixintheeveningbecause

youhaveafamilythatyouhavetospendtheday

with"

Beast:"sixlate?Haibondizohlalakangakanani

namajitakengokubabe?Weskhangendibavalisena

kakuhlekulonyakabecauseofthewarGhost

provoked"

Me:"babymnaandingenindawokuyoyonkelontoall

Iwantismyfamilyherengomsoandungazinyanzeli.

Beherebecauseyouknowitswhereyoubelong"

Beast:"butuyandiblackmail'erngokumfazwam"

Me:"itseitherthatorGhostwillhavetotakeyour

placeabeyihostyalobraai"

Hekeptquietforaminutejustlookingatme,Iwas



busyplayingTetrisonmyphone.

Beast:"you'reserious"?

Me:"yep"

Beast:"seriouslyseriousbaby"?

Igavehim"the"look,hesurrenderedhisarms.

Beast:"yesma'am"

ChristmasdayBulletcametotellmehewon'tbe

aroundtheentiredayuzobuyathefollowingday

ndamkhululakesinceIknewkukholapartyyabo.

ThekidshaddecoratedtheTreethreedaysagothen

lastnightbeforegoingtobedweallpackedthegift

boxesunderthetree.Inoticedthatthemorning

sicknesswasn'treallyoverbutitwassomewhat

manageableyiletreatmentwayifumanayo.

Christmasdaysavukanonanaudaddysevukile



enditshentshongamehlo

Me:"merryChristmas"

Beast:"merryChristmasbaby"

Hekissedmeonthelipsandbentunderthecovers

tokissthegrowingbump.Afterthatintimate

momentIwenttodomybusinessinthebathroom

ndabuyaesangqengqilesoIsatnexttohimhe

movedtomysideofthebedtomakeenoughspace

forme...

Beast:"utheniwanxubaekuseningeKrismesi"?

Me:"I'mworriedaboutEve"

Beast:"callher"

Me:"no"

Beast:"thengotoher"



Ndamjamela...

Beast:"thenstopstressingyourselfngento

ongazoyitshintshaandbesides,Ithinkshe'sperfectly

fineusemziniwakhemos"

Me:"ewebut...Yazbabysomethingisnotright

phaya"

Beast:"youthinkLwandoisabusive"?

Me:"maybe,oruEveakoneliyilentobanayoufunathe

goodlife"

Beast:"everybodywantsthegoodlife,hencewework

hardeveryday"

Me:"that'sthething,uthiuEveakasaphangeli

becauseumyeniwakhewamyekisa"

Beast:"kumnandiubanguLwando,Ishouldcallhim

andgettipsonhowheconvincedher"

Me:"babythisisnotajoketorho"

Beast:"butbaby...Ineverthoughtwouldbea

housewifenanini"



Me:"that'sthething,uEvelosimaziyowouldneverdo

that"

Beast:"babylovemakespeopledocrazyshit"

Me:"that'sutterbull,I'veneverdoneanycrazyshitfor

lovetatakhe"

Beast:"yougodamnburntmyclubsdown,mycar,my

fla-"

Me:"ha.aha.ababythatwasn'tforlove,Iwasmadat

you"

Beast:"butifyoudidn'tlovemeyouwould'vejustleft

quietlynabantwanabethu"

Me:"mxmthat'soutofcontextLuubra,Ithinkmy

sisterisinalovelessmarriageandsheknowsthat

qhashe'skeepingfacesforustobelievebaright"

Beast:"freeadvice"?

Me:"hm"

Beast:"don'tgetinvolvedunlessshecomesasking

forhelp,andthistimemakesureyou'reas

professionalascanbe"



Me:"idon'tthinkshewill...Ikindagaveherapieceof

mymindngalaminiebehamba"

Beast:"shewill.Evetrustsyoumorethantherestof

yoursiblings,justgiveherthespacesheneeds

uzambona"

Me:"ifyousayso"

Heplayedwithmyhandsinsilence...

Beast:"IwishIcouldgowithyoutoCongo,right

away"

Me:"pleasedon'tremindme"

Beast:"Idon'tknowhowI'llsurvivethenextthree

monthswithouty'all,wesunanaunezimbozokicker

xandingekho"

Me:"can'tyoumakeittwomonthsatleast"?

Beast:"that'smyapproximationbutI'mjustadding

thethirdmonthinthepicturejustincasebecauseI

alsohavetocheckonbusinessesthatside"



Me:"mmkay"

Hegotoutofbedpullingmyarm

Beast:"let'sgoopenthegifts"

Me:"Ihopeyouboughtmeanothercar"

Beast:"Luthandouzabaspoilt,youalreadyhavetwo

carsuzayithinienye"?

Me:"sothat'sano.Okaybaby"

Heshookhisheadaswewalkedhandinhanddown

thestairs,thekidswerealreadyopeningtheirs.

Me:"merryChristmaserr'buddy"

Them:"merrrrry"

Wehadagrouphugthenweheadedtothe

prezzies...



Me:"UbanantsieyakhofromuncleLukeandaunt

Sive"

Uba:"eyamnyhani"?

Hiseyeslitup

Sino:"Owenantsienyeyakho"

Owe:"yhoyeyesihlanukum,zingaphiezakho"?

Sino:"seytwoqha"

Itookezibhalwemna,calledauntFatstocomejoin

usbecauseIknewIboughthersomething.Itsa

familything,anditsagivingseasonnayeshe'spart

ofus.

Beast:"uphiuUvelile"?

Uve:"hanku"



Beast:"inazezakhoezifromuncle

Soso,Laa,Kuhle,SihleanduncleMarc"

Uve:"Marc'O'Polo"?

Yhoandayihleka...basicallyuSosoandtwin,Aunt

Faith,Marcus,Luke,KeriandJoeboughtgiftsformy

youngKings.Marcus,Liz,LukeandKeriboughtfor

MarcusJunior.ThenVince,Kuhleandtwin,Ghostand

thebabymommasboughtforallofthem.Young

Kingsincluded.

Babylookedatme...

Me:"what"?

Beast:"ChumaboughtuhmgiftsforUbaandUve

too"

Me:"ebezinikelebani"?

Beast:"Idon'tknow,uphiuMarcus"?

Fats:"utheuzobuyaintimeforbreakfast"



WeopenedourgiftscheerfullyandElizabeth

rememberedherson,itwasactuallyniceseeingall

ofthemexcitedlyrippingthewrappingpaperoff.My

husbandandIboughtgiftsforeveryoneincluding

Booboo.Everyonewenttobaththensabuyafor

breakfast,halfwaythroughbreakfastkwangena

aboutthreeblackcarsndajongaKuNqaba.Hedidn't

move...Istoppedeatingndaphakamandayomapha

ngasemnyango,hefollowed.

Me:"and"?

Beast:"Ithinkyourbrothermighthaveinvitedthe

entirePortElizabeth"

Me:"andyouhadnothingtodowiththishuh"?

Beast:"crossmyheart,hopetodie"

IwatchedasGhostdescendedfromhisJeepwitha



wholelottagiftbags,thenfollowedLizzy Vincent,

Kuhleandhisduplicate,SimaandSamfollowedby

AnelisaandFaithwhowasfollowedby

Lwandiso,LandileandLindokuhle.Nqabalookedat

mewithconcern...

Me:"I'msoconfusedrightnow"

Beast:"uhm...letmetalktoyourbrother"

Me:"ha.aletme.Youcanwelcomeamandedwe

wena"

Beast:"butasumamekhayathat'skindayourjob"

Me:"ibhalwephilontobaby"?

Ghost:"merryChristmaspeople,Ihopeyoudon't

mindabantuabangaka.Itwasallmyidea"

Sajongananobaby...

Ghost:"I'msorryIcouldn'tgetyoursisterEvelynthe

chiefsaidkukhoimbizososhe'sneededasthefirst



wife"

Me:"Isee..."

Beast:"ngenabafo"

Wehuggedeachandeveryoneofthem,Ipulled

Marcustothebackandcorneredhim.

Marc:"beforeyousayanything,Ididn'tknowabout

thisuntilthismorning.Ghostorganizedeverything"

Me:"dude!You,VinceandLizunderoneroof?Really"?

Marc:"ifyouLaa,LisaandBeastcandoit.Socanwe"

Me:"awumuncuMakhasiLaaismycousin,Lisaismy

sisterandNqabaismyhusband.Seethedifference"?

Marc:"doesn'treallymatternow,theyareallhere.Ek

ishongerhey"

Wandishiyaapho...
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Lindo,LizandLisawenttojoinFatimainthekitchen

whileItriedmybesttomakesureeveryonegets

whattheydrinkokwangokusisalindeukutya.Nqaba

wasonthephoneonthepatio...

Ghost:"Luu...Singathethaecaleni"?

Me:"uhm,sure.Wecangotothestudy"

Hefollowedmetothestudysangenasavala...I

breathed.Didn'tknowIwasholdingmybreathall

thattime.

Ghost:"Ijustwantedtouhm..cleartheair"

Me:"about"?

Ghost:"I'mkindanewtothisfamilyworsengoku

senibaninzi,Idon'tknoweveryoneandIdon'tknow

everythingbutIamtryingtodothingsright"

Me:"Idon'tgetyou"



Ghost:"Itriedtogetallourfamilymembershere

todaybecauseIbelieveinunity.Duringthisseason

Ekhayakwasolokokugcweleabantuevenstrangers

fromthecommunitywouldautomaticallymakeour

hometheirsxakulixeshaleChristmasandthey

wouldn'tfeelorbetreatedlikeoutsiderssoI'mkinda

usedtosuchenvironment"

Me:"oh"

Ghost:"ndiyendathathainxaxhebandazingelaifamily

yakhondazamauqokelelaneyethukhesibe

ndawonyenjeolusukulwanamhlanje.Iknow

singabantuwehaveourdifferencesandasfamilies

wehaveourissuesbutndiyacelanje

okwanamhlanjekhesonwabenisonkeandput

everythingaside"

SomehowIfeltwhathewassaying...

Me:"uphiumama"?

Ghost:"akakwazangaukuzaumakaziwenzasome



ceremonyezlalinisobayancedisanapha"

Me:"ohokay...noIuhm,Idon'thaveaproblemwith

thefullhouse.Ijusthopeyoudidn'tinviteyourother

peopletoo"

Ghost:"otherpeople"?

Me:"gang,gents,workers.Whateveryouguyscall

them"

Ghost:"ohnoIdidn't,yourhusbandsaidwe'rehaving

theannualbraaiwiththemlatertonightsoIdidn't

seetheneed"

Me:"thankyou"

Ghost:"sowe'recool"?

Me:"fornow,yes"

Ghost:"hahLuu!Fornow"?

Me:"wecan'tbecooljustlikethatkaloku,butImust

sayI'mgladyourbabymommaisn'tpartofthis

reunion"

Ghost:"Iknowhowyoufeelabouther,Iwouldn'tdo

thattoyou"



Me:"Iappreciatethat...Let'sjointheothersfor

breakfast"

WhenwegottotheothersIcouldseesomething

aboutthatcallmusthaveangeredhubby

dearest,ubusobakhebuvelebasibakala.Iwenttosit

nexttohimndaqhubekekandatyaukutyakwam

obendikutyabeforetheunexpectedvisitorsarrived.

IcouldfeelthetensionuponSimaandSambut

otherthanthat,everyonewashappy.EspeciallyMJ,it

musthavebeenhisChristmaswishtoseebothhis

parentsandSantagrantedit.Iquietlywatched

Nqaba...Hewasn'teating,yesthefoodwasgoing

intohismouthandhisteethwerechewingbut...His

mindwasfaraway.Afterashortwhile,hegotup

andwentstraightupstairs...

Me:"erhexcuseme.Umntuongahluthanganaliyai

kitchi.Ndiyabuya"

IsawGhostwatchmeleaveaseveryoneelsemade



themselvescomfortable,Igotupstairsndafikale

ndodai-load'aiibulletsintothegunthat'snormally

inthesafendothukandemaemnyango.

Me:"b-b-baby"?

Beast:"notnowLuthando"

Me:"whatisgoingon?Uyaphi"?

Beast:"itsnothingtoworryyourselfabout,gojointhe

others.I'llberightback"

Ndangenaandclosedthedoor...

Me:"tatakheitsChristmas"

Beast:"peopledieonChristmasbangcwatywenge

newyear,itsnothingnew"

Me:"souyobulalaumntu"?

Beast:"eitherthatorkuzofamna"



Oh-kay...

Itookamomenttobreath

Me:"ndizothiuyaphikwiguestszethukengokumna"?

Beast:"I'mtakingPoloandGhostwithme,you'llthink

ofsomething"

Hekissedme,ahotwetkissthatleftmetouching

myajarlips.Ifollowedbehindhimndiqondandifuna

ukumvabauzafikaathinikoMarc,wasukawafika

umntuwathathathekeysofthecarGhostwas

drivingsogqibawabashiyawithoutsayingaword.

Uthexaestart'aimotowaxhumauGhost

wamlandelaandsodidMarcbutbonabaqhubathe

othertwocars,Iwenttodrinkwaterinthekitchen

beforeresortingtojoiningthefamily.

Faith:"youhavesuchabeautifulhomeS'bongile"

Me:"enkosiFaith,butI'msureitsnotasbeautifulas

yours"



Faith:"wellyou'restillyoung,youhaveplentyof

chancestomakeitbetterifyou'renotcontentwith

it"

Liz:"wishIhadahouse.MyownhousethatIcould

onedaycallahome"

Faith:"wheredoyoulive"?

Liz:"inJo'burg.I'mrenting"

Faith:"argh"

Astheconversationwasengagingalmosteveryone

present,Idecidedtoallowmyselftotakeheartof

thefactthatmyhusbandcouldbetellingthetruth

aboutwhathe'sgoingtodoaphoayakhona.Ijust

toldmyselfmandizixolisebecausethat'swhoand

whatheis,he'snotcalledBeastbychanceuyayazi

lantoayenzayo.Kwamnandidibenenayeeyazilanto

ayenzayo...

Asthetimetickedofftowardsthelunchhour,Iasked

Sosoandtherestoftheguystopreparethehobfor



braaingbythepoolside,uSosondambonaehlebano

Fatimabayongenakwicottageyakhewaphumane

bhafuyezincandputitphangasepool.

Kuhle:"uphiuSiboguys"?

Lindo:"ingathiukwipatio"

Hecamelookingformewabolekaimotoesithi

uyothengaistaffsakhe,watshoubuyanebrewery

yonkeuKuhle,phofcabakuthiweathengeneice.

Yonkintoyagalelwakulabhafu .Icalledallthe

youngerfemalesinthehouseincludingauntFats

aside...

Me:"guysthisisourhelperaphaendliniuAunt

Fatima,shortlykesithinguauntFats.I'vecalledyou

allasidebecauseSibaninzikakhulurightnowforher

todoalltheworkbyherself.Ifyoudon'twannaburn

yourweavethenatleasthavethedecencytopickup

abroomandsweeporifbydoingthatyoufear



breakinganail...Pickupthepapers.Collectthe

dishes,dosomethingplease"

Liz:"wecan'tallbemadams,right"?

Me:"itsnotevenaboutthat,auntFatsispaidtolook

afterthekidsandtodayshe'ssupposedtobe

restingbutshe'snot.Givingherahelpinghandis

justmerehumanity"

Lindo:"weunderstandTeeandsizoncedisa"

Me:"enkosi..youcango.LindondcelaubizeuSoso

nizeestudynobabini"

ShenodasshewenttolookforLwandiso,Iwas

goingtoaddressheraboutthatSMSbutIwantedto

doitinfrontofherboyfriendingabinejuicesxaeyiva

uSoso.IknewwhatGhostwantedbytryingto

organizethisbutIwasn'tgonnabeuncomfortablein

myownhomengenxayomnyumntuagain.Never.

Soso:"I'mnotreallyinthemoodformeetingske

mntase,youbettermakethisquick"



IignoredhimasIpagedthroughmyphonelooking

forthetextsLindosentmewayback...

Soso:"Trina"

Me:"gimmeaminutekalokuTitus"

Soso:"hm"

IgotitndaqalandanikauLindoafunde,thenndanika

uLwandiso...

Lindo:"I'mso-"

Me:"IknowI'mnotthenicestpersonbutI'dliketo

believethatI'maccommodativebutwhatIdon't

appreciateisthis...Ndakuyekaonpurposeafteryou

sentitbecauseIknewyouwerehurtingbackthen

I'mcallingyouuponitnowbecauseIcanseeyou're

nolongerinthatposition.Emotionally"

Lindo:"yes"



Me:"Lwandisoismycousin,theclosestthingIhave

realconnectiontoabrothersoifyouhaveaproblem

withthatndcelautshongokundizoyaziindawoyam

goingforward"

Lindo:"asIsaidkuyeIdon'thaveaproblemwithyour

relationshipIjustwanthimtorememberhe'sgota

girlfriendandotherfamilymembers.USosoxa

ecingewenaorabantwanabakhonothingelse

matters"

Me:"sowhatdoyousuggestIdowithhimwhenhe

doesn'trememberhe'sgotafewotherpeople?

Ndimgxothe,likeIdidngokuebelaphaukuze

agoduke"?

Cwaka...

Me:"Sosondikuthinixaungafuniugoduka?You'reold

enoughtoknowthedifferencebetweenrightand

wrongsomntasenicebisaukubandenzenjani?

BecauseIreallywon'ttoleratethisnexttime"



Soso:"haybuzaKuLindo,uauntFaithubaatpeace

knowingndikwakhoandikhosestratweni"

Me:"don'tputumntanawabantuonthespot"

Soso:"haibonguyeoinsecureanduyigirlfriendnota

wifenotamother.Uyayazinaye"

Lindo:"I'msorrySiboforwhatIsaid,Iunderstand

mdalauSosohe'sgotamindofhisownkuyoyonke

lontosoIpromisenottooverstepthelinenexttime

"

Me:"thankyouLindo,Ijustwantedtocleartheair.

Andifuniukubatensearoundyou"

Lindo:"Iunderstandsisi"

Me:"enkosiyoucango"

Shegotupwaphuma....

Soso:"sundijamela"

Me:"thatwasunnecessary"



Soso:"thisminimeetingwasunnecessary"

Me:"uyamthandanyhanilomntwanaorudlalanje

ngaye"?

Soso:"ifyoumustknow,Idon'tseemyselfmarrying

her.Tooclingy"

Gqibawaphakamawandishiyandisakhamisile.Igot

upndaphumaandwenttolookformybrothers...

TheywerebusyatthebacksondancamelaKu

AnelisakubaIcaughtheralonebytheothersideof

thepool

Me:"canwetalk"?

Lisa:"sure,what'sup"?

Me:"I'mnotsurewhatghosttoldy'allorhowhegot

y'allhere...Areyourbrotherscomfortable"?

Lisa:"bathebayafunaukubanerelationshipwith

you,andtheysolelycamebecausetheywantedto

seeumtshanawabo"



Me:"kay...hopeallgoeswell"

Lisa:"hopesotoo,kukholamntanausispoiltbratKa

Dabs.Indawoenayenjescreamstrouble"

Me:"who,Lwandiso"?

Lisa:"eweyena"

Me:"he'sactuallyanicepersy,justgettoknowhim

uzamthanda"

Iwantedtoaskheraboutherpast,sincebesincokola

butIbitmytongue.UtheuNqabamasimkhuliseu

Sinoandthat'swhatwe'regonnado...fornow.
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Iwaitedimpatientlyforhubbytoreturnbutuptothe

lunchhourtherewasnosignofhim.Samnkelo

approachedmeandaskedwehaveaprivatechatso

wewentstrollingatthefarendsoftheyard...

Sam:"Icouldtellyouguysweren'texpectingus"



Me:"notjustyou,everybody.Wewerecaughtby

surprise"

Sam:"yourhusband.Ihopehedoesn'tmind"

Me:"Idon'tthinkhedoes,butIcanonlyknowafter

thelunchmaybexasenimnkile"

Sam:"Isee"

Me:"areyoucomfortablethough"?

Sam:"I'mtryingto,butIdon'twannagettoo

comfortablekantiI'mnotreallywelcome"

Me:"Isee"

Sam:"SiboI'msorryaboutthewaythingsturnedout

thelasttimewewerehere.Sesizoligqibanoko

netyalalethutoyourhusbandI'msureafterwe've

paidupwecanfinallybuildourownrelationshipwith

you"

Me:"Idon'tthinkwereallyhavetowaitthatlong

though,Imeannilapharightnow.Thisisagood

start"

Sam:"userious"?



Me:"Ihavenothingagainstyou,andingenindawoin

myhusband'sdealingsunlessheasksmeto"

Sam:"butngokuya..."

Me:"onethingaboutmeSamisthatIhatetofeel

forcedorobligedtodosomething."

Sam:"Idon'tfollow"

Me:"Yourfatherwasforcinghimselfintomylife,your

sisterwasalsobusyforcingmetoacceptthisnewly

foundfamily.Idon'tdothingsolohlobo,Ihatebring

pressurisedorbeingbulliedintosomethingno

matterhowgooditis"

Sam:"Isharethesamesentiments"

Me:"I'mgladweunderstandeachother"

Sam:"Guddasenthislove"

Me:"hecouldn'tcomebecausethatwouldbe

betrayingdaddydearesthuh"

Sam:"somethingalongthoselines"

Me:"mxm"



Wewalkedbacktothepeople,abantwanabam

suddenlybecameabantwanabomntuwonkebutu

UbabalookoethencaKuLwandisoandmyfearwas

thatuzonxilalaUbakulaSosouthandautywala.I

keptcheckingmyphone,maybeutatakheforgothis

remoteforthegateorsomethingbutdololo.I

scoopedicecreamformyselfandFaithwhilethe

ladiesfinishedupinthekitchen thenoisethey

weremakinginthatkitchenyou'dswearkudala

besazana.

Faith:"howareyoufeeling,yourfeetareabitswollen"

Me:"I'mmerry,itsChristmas"

Faith:"haveyouspokentoyourfatheryet"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwill.Wellnotanytimesoon"

Faith:"butthere'shope"?

Me:"mmmhnotyet"

Faith:"mnk,uworsekunalaLwandiso"

Me:"akageziFaithumntanawakho



uphum'emagqabini"

Faith:"hewethu,legirlfriendyakheibikheyandifounela

cabayothukilebauyekileemsebenziniePortugal"

Me:"uthiyithiniwena"?

Faith:"uthikalokuImustadviceuSosoas

umamakhetoreconsiderhisdecision,infactuqale

ngobuzabadidIknowthathequithisjob"

Me:"didyouknow"?

Faith:"Ididn't,buthisfatherdidcozafterLindotold

meItoldhisfatherwathiebeyaziandhefully

supportshim."

Me:"whaoh"

Faith:"uthiutatakheakumnandangalivingina

differentcountryawayfromyourfamilythat'swhy

hesupportedhisdecision"

Me:"doyousupportit"?

Faith:"welluthihe'sfoundworkaphaeBhayi"

Me:"really"?

Faith:"ewenjeuthiuwufumenekumyeniwakhosoI



guessI'mokaywithitnobaimaliayizofana"

Me:"whatdidhisfathersay"?

Faith:"we'rebothokaywithhimfindingastable

job,hisfatherwentthroughthecontractuthikeits

fair"

Me:"ooh"

Faith:"andI'mjusthappythatuzohlalanani,Inoticed

thatuyakuthandaapha"

Me:"muchtothedismayofhisgirlfriend.Doyou

thinkhereallyloveslamntanauSosoFaith"?

Shelaughed..Haibo.

Faith:"believeitornotuyamthanda,shejustneedsto

loosenupabit"

Me:"sheshould'vebeenwithLandileshame,Sosois

toomuchforher"

Faith:"wellIlearntnottogetinvolvedintheir

relationships"



Me:"ooohThixowanceda"

Wepreparedthelongtableatthebackforlunch,the

ladiespreparedsaladstogowiththebarbequethen

everyoneassembledaroundthetableaswehadour

Christmaslunchinhighspirits....

Libo:"erhm...Molweni"

Wealllookedup,shelookeddamnhot tyho!

NdambonauVincebawomileumqalaxaenothetha

angavelaabesisitshothobuttherewassomeone

elsewhomIcaughtgawkingatLibo Ntando!

Babuyenini?

Me:"hey,youmadeit"

Libo:"yeah,youcan'treallydisappointthebosslady

nowcanyou"?



WebothlaughedasIshowedheranemptyseatnext

tome,wehuggedthenwahlalaphantsi.

Me:"awusemhlemanLibo,uvulelwengubani"?

Sheblushed...

Libo:"yourhusbandpickedmeupatthehikingspot"

Me:"oohokay,uphiyena"?

Libo:"ungeneendliniwathimandizojongangapha

ngemva"

Me:"wellwelcome.YhonowImustintroduceyouto

everyone"?

Ghost:"please"

Me:"hayiniguyswhodoesn'tknowLibo"?

Almosteveryoneliftedtheirhands

Me:"kayfine.ThisisLibhongoandshemanagesmy



boutiqueinJo'burg.That'sallyouneedtoknow

abouther"

Soso:"areyousurethat'sall"?

Lindo:"yesthat'sallandithiLibo"?

Lindo'seyesquicklystolealookatVincethen

landedbackonLibo.Ialsocaughton.

Libo:"yesthat'sall.I'mactuallysurprisedkukhoso

manypeoplehere.Ithoughtitwouldbejustyouand

thekids"

Beast:"we'reabigfamilyLibhongo,andI'dpersonally

likeyoutobepartofthishugefamily.Oneday"

Soso:"I'msurethatcanbearranged,don'tyouthink

soSirTwin"

Ghost:"yeah,I'msuresomethingcanbearranged"

Beastcametokissmylipsashesatdownonhis

chair,Fatimahadblessedthefoodkwatyiwa.Icould



seehowuncomfortableVinceandLizwerebut

hey...theonlypersonIinvitedwasLiboandIonly

owedheranexplanationastowhyIdidn'ttellher

uzofikailaphaiexyakhe.LateronIaskedhertowalk

withmeinsidethehousethenIstolethatmomentto

explaineventhoughsheneverasked...

Me:"Ididn'tknowthey'dbehere,mybrotherin-law

surprisedusthismorning"

Libo:"itsokayTrinadon'tworryaboutit,I'mabiggirl

andsoisLizzy.Andbesides,akusekhokwanto

ndiyivayoforVince"

Me:"areyousure"?

Libo:"150%"

Me:"mmkay,Idon'twantyoutothinkitsaplotor

something"

Libo:"haywethu,let'sgooutsideandhavefun.Ovula

kwamazonqabaamathubaanjena"

Wewalkedbackouttothebackyard,peoplewere



nowliterallyindulginginadultbeverages.Isatonthe

poolchairsjustwatchingthem,sippingongrapetizer.

Beastjoinedme...

Beast:"youokay"?

Me:"yeah"

Beast:"yousure"?

Me:"yep"

Beast:"cometakeawalkwithme"

Me:"don'tyouwannajointheothers"?

Beast:"I'lljointhem,butrightnowIwannawalkwith

you"

Me:"ayisenkululeyardnkosiyam"

Hehelpedmegetup,Iworeflopsandwalkedwith

him,forawhilewewalkedinsilencethenhe

entwinedhisfingersintomine...



Beast:"There'sbeenachangeofplantorwards

ukugodukakwam"

Me:"you'renolongergoing"?

Beast:"Iam..butinorderforyouandthekidstobe

safeIhavetodie"

Istoppedndamjonga...

Beast:"notliterally,but,we'llstagemydeathand

Ghostwillgointohidingforthosetwotothree

months"

Me:"why"?

Beast:"someofthepeoplewe'redealingwithdon't

knowthere'stwoofussoinorderforthisplanto

workbothofusmustbeputofthepicture"

Ndasukendatyhafa
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Beast:"baby"?

Ijustfroze.Ididn'tknowwhethertocryorlaugh,like

whointheirrightmindsstagestheirowndeath?

Kuhlolamosoko.

Beast:"Nalique"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"uyandiva"?

Me:"uthini"?

Beast:"IknowTituswillbeherebutI'mgonnaneed

youtobestrong"

Me:"niphilaefiliminiyaznina?Ubomikuningu

gwankwakstrue"

Wathula...

Iturnedandwalkedawayfromhim,hecameafter



meandstoodrightinfrontofmeholdingbothmy

wrists.Iclosedmyeyesandbreathedintryingmy

besttocomposemyself...

Me:"ndcelaundiyeke"

Beast:"wouldyouhaveprefereditifbendivelenda

stage'amydeathwithouttellingyou"?

Me:"whatdifferencedoesitmakenatatakhe"?

Beast:"alot"

Isighed...

Me:"itscool,canIgoinsidenow"?

Beast:"awuzokwaziuyolalakeyouhavevisitors"

Me:"Ididn'tinvitenovisitorsANDandiyolala.Ijust

needamoment"

Beast:"thenwe'llsharethatmoment"

Me:"andfunushare'ishanaweanymomentrightnow.



Pleasegojoinyourpeople"

Henod,Iwalkedstraighttomyhouse,upthestairs

andrightintomyroom.Iclosedthedoorbehindme

andthrewmyselfontomybed

Me:"yhu"

Ilaytherejustthinking,solomfanaxaebhubhilewe

havetohaveafuneral,right?Funekandizililemna

kalokundingumfelokazi?Imeanthat'swhat

happenswhenapersondies,ahusbandasamatter

offact.Icouldn'tbringmyheadaroundthisnew

strategy,wehadkidstolietokuyoyonkelento

ithethwangulobhuti.UbaandUvewerestillyoung

tounderstand,butuOwenoSinondizobathini?Ilay

therenotcryingasIusuallywould,wellIwantedto

crybecauseIwaskindaangrybutthereweren'tno

tearsinmyeyes.OnaseriousnoteIhadnotears.

Someoneknockedonmydoorandjustwalkedin



Me:"mxm"

Soso:"what'sup"?

Me:"I'mjusttired,whatdoyouwantuphere"?

Soso:"Icametocheckuponyou,yourhusbandsaid

you'rehere"

Ididn'tanswerhim,helayonhisbacknexttomein

silenceforaminute.ButLwandisoisneverquiet

hedoesn'tknowwhatsilencemeans.

Soso:"so..."

Me:"Idon'twanttotalk"

Soso:"thenjustlisten"

Isighed...

Soso:"we'llbetakingcareofyourhousewhileyou're



onvacation,IpromiseI'llbeagoodboyandnot

smashyourcarorthrowanypartyinyourabsence...

Ifthat'spossible"

Me:"who'sthe'we'youkeepreferringto"?

Soso:"Ithoughtyoudon'twannatalk"

Me:"phendula"

Soso:"Kay,SishandLaa"

Me:"nogirls"?

Soso:"wellLindoisalreadyhere,butuyagodukange

30th"

Me:"don'tmakemyhouseajenthuis"

Soso:"movingontointerestingthings,SirTwinisinto

Libo"

Me:"Inoticed...I'mjustnotsureIapprove"

Soso:"theylookgoodtogetherthough,especially

sinceshe'sVince'sex.Makesthiswholethingalot

moreinteresting"

Me:"didyoutellNtandothatLiboishisbrothersex"?



Soso:"ain'tgonnadothat,Libowilldothehonorsxa

eyoplitwangumjita"

Me:"mnk"

Soso:"siwhofedyousourlemons"?

Me:"I'drathernottalkaboutit"

Soso:"mmh,let'sgogetsomeicecream"

Me:"Idon'twantnoicecream"

Soso:"thenlet'sgoforadrive,andI'mnottakingno

forananswer"

Me:"Sosokhawuhambeuyekwabanyeabantwana

torho,Ineedtobealone"

Soso:"andifuni"

Me:"Lwandiso"

Hetookouthisphoneandplayedringtones.Fucken

ringtones?Really.

Me:"LwandisoTitusgetoutofmyroom"



Soso:"andizangakuweaphaleavemealone"

Me:"I'mtheonlyoneinherepleasejustgetthehell

outandleaveMEthehellalone"

Soso:"ndizeKunanabonaiceboke"

Isatup...

Idon'tremembertellinghimI'mpregnant.

Me:"ubonaunanaaphakuleroom"

Soso:"theoneyou'recarrying"

Isqueezedmyeyesathim...

Soso:"besidesthefactthatyou'reshowing,that's

partlywhyyourhusbandwantsmetobeherewhile

he'sgone.SothatIcanhelpyouandauntFattywith

theotherkids"

Me:"mxm"



Soso:"icecreamordrive"?

Me:"drive"

Soso:"gorrit"

Ifollowedhimdownthestairsandoutofthehouse...

Lindo:"niyaphi?UtataKaUbaebekubuzaSoso"

Soso:"tellhimI'mgoingforadrive"

Lindi:"adrive"?

Soso:"ikhonaenyiwayesiyoyithenganoSibo"

Lindo:"canIcomealong"?

Soso:"sizobuyainaminute"

Lindo:"oh"

Aswewereabouttoenterthecar,Ghostappeared

outofnowhere...



Ghost:"Mrs,uqumbelentoni"?

Me:"Ijustneedsomeair"

Ghost:"everythingokay"?

Soso:"yhuuyabuzaSirTwin,curiosityihambanawe

straight"

Wegotinthecaranddrovetothebeach,gotice

creamandtheconfusedcakethesatontherocks

eatinginsilently.

Me:"doyoureallyloveLindo"?

Soso:"whydoyouask"?

Me:"youhaven'tansweredmyquestion"

Soso:"Ido,whydoyouask"?

Me:"awundenzelirightwhenaddressingher"

Lindo:"Iknow...CanItellyousomething"?

Me:"ifyouwantto"



Hetookawholeminutejustwatchingthewaves...

Soso:"sheabortedmybaby"

Me:"who"?

Soso:"Lindokuhle"

Me:"uthiwenzenike"?

Soso:"sheabortedmybaby"

Me:"uyaxokaSoso,you'rejustlookingforreasonto

justifyyouractions"

Hechuckled...

Soso:"mntaseuLindondimnkeeTHREEweeks

pregnantukuyakwamePortugal,xandbuya

akanasisu?Andakathethisikwantoidibenenesisu"

Me:"howdidyouknowshe'sthreeweeks?Infact

howdidyouevenknowshe'spregnant?Forallwe



knowitcouldhavebeenafalsealarm"

Soso:"shehadsecretlyboughtaboutthreehome

pregnancytestsincludingthatClearBlueone,I

accidentallysawitndiyolahlaumgqomoanddecided

nottoaskher.Hopingshe'lltell"

Me:"sohaveyouaskedher?Imeanitcouldalso

belongtoafriendSoso"

Soso:"that'swhatshesaidatfirst...untilIfounda

medicalbillstatingtheobvious"

Okayndathulakengoku.

Soso:"uthishewasn'treadytobeasingleparent

withmeinPortugalmeantyonkintoizojongananaye

shecouldn'thandlethat"

Me:"stilldoesn'tjustifywhatshedid"

Soso:"andofcourselikeanyothergirlherageshe

didn'twannadisappointherparents.Ogqibakwakhe

kuyoyonkelontoshestillhasthegutstoquestion

myrelationshipwithyou.Typical"



Me:"itskindaunderstandable.Imean,uyakuthanda

nyhaniukubakwamnaweanynormalgirlinlove

wouldreactthewayshedid"

Soso:"youcallthatnormal?Areyousureawuqalwa

yifever"?

Me:"mntaseI'velearntthatlovecanmakeonedoa

lottacrazyshit"

Soso:"OnlyYOUcansaythat,you'vedoneworse"

Me:"Iwasn'treferringtomethough"

Soso:"letssee:youburnthousesdown,burntcarsto

thescrapyard,burntclubsdown,skippedthecountry.

Allofthisjusttoteachonemanalesson.Allthat

troubleforoneman?Kulamadodaangakayouhad

togothroughallthattroubleforoneman?Mnk

shem.LovereallymakesyoupeopledoaLOTof

fuckedupshit"

‍♀



Me:"sowhyareyoustillwithher"?

Soso:"samereasonyou'restillwithtaBeast"

Me:"Isee"

Soso:"butitsgonnatakeawholelottaworktotrust

heragain,I'mwillingtoworkonitthough.Ifonlyshe

couldjuststopbeinginsecureandclingy,yhowenza

kakhulumvanje"

Me:"talktohermntase,communicationiskey"

Soso:"uLindodoesn'tknowthemeaningoftalking.

Shescreams,shoutsandyellsfortheentireblockto

hear"

Me:"thenchangeyourapproach"

Soso:"dudeI'vetriedeverypossibleapproach,unless

youhavesomethingnew.Pleaseshedsomelight"

Me:"givehermindblowinghotsex,lethersleepon

yourchestandthentalk.You'llsee,she'llcooperate

justwell"

Heburstoutintolaughter ‍♀



Soso:"isthatwhattaBeastdoestogetyoutalking"?

Me:"Ithoughtyouneededadvice,Ididn'tgiveyou

platformtopryintomybedroomsecrets"

Soso:"enkosimntakza.I'lldefinitelytrythatone"

Akhomntu
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Sosohandedmehisringingphone...Ilookedat

screenndahleka

Me:"ndimthinimna"?

Soso:"tyhini,ngumyeniwakhondimthinimnanyhani

"

Me:"ignorehim"

Heputthephonebackintohispocketasweateup



ourconfusedcake,thengotinthecaranddrove.

Me:"canyoudrivetoSteers"

Soso:"there'smeatendlini"

Me:"Iwantchips"

HedrovetoSteersandboughtmeXXLchipswith

sauce,Iatethemonourwaybackhome.Ntandoand

Nqabaweretakingturnscallingbutweignoredboth

ofthem,Iknewitmusthavebeenfrustratingfor

NqababecauseIhadleftmyphoneintheroom.

Me:"youknowthey'llbebreathingdownyourneck

forignoringtheircalls"

Soso:"letmeputthephoneonsilencendiyifaka

underthisseat"

Me:"mmh"



Iopenedthegatesangena,oneofthemwalked

towardsthecar,Icouldn'ttellwhichonewasitat

thatdistancebutIguesseditshubby .Weparked

thecarsaphuma,GhostgrabbedalaughingSosoby

thearm.Icouldtellhewason ngumsindobutI

decidedtomindmyownbusinessndangenaendlini

stilleatingmychips.Vincewasintheloungewith

justthekidswhileeveryonewasstillatthe

back,abanyewereswimming...

Uba:"mamamuyephinoSoso"?

Me:"besiyekwaSteers,uphiutatakho"?

Uba:"utatakho"?

Me:"ewe"

Uba:"wokhangelawena"

IlookedatVince

Me:"uyephiubhutiwakho"?



Vince:"hesaidhe'sgoingouttolookfory'all"

Me:"why"?

Vince:"Idon'tknow,hekepthavingwhisperswithhis

twinthentheystartedaskingyourwhereabouts"

Me:"mmh"

Uve:"mamayipheSteerswakho"

Me:"bizauMJazotyanaye"

IputthechipsbetweenthekidstosharethenIwent

tofetchmyphoneintheroomandcalledthebigguy

Beast:"whereareyou"?

Me:"home"

Beast:"hm"

Thenhehungup owkay? ‍♀Iwenttojoin

theotherpeopleoutside,Libocametositwithme

withourfeetinthewaterephetheiplateigcwele



yinyama.

Me:"enjoyingyourself"?

Libo:"kakhulubut,kuzofunekandihambile.Imade

planswithmycousinsfortonight"

Me:"it'sokaythankyouforcoming,doyouneeda

hike"?

Libo:"uhmnotreally...someone'salreadyofferedto

takeme"

Me:"someone"?

Libo:"yeah,yourhusband'stwinbrother"

Me:"ohreallynow"?

Libo:"IknowthattoneTeebutthere'snothinggoing

on,hejustoffered"

Me:"mmkay.Ifyousayso"

Sheblushedandsharedthemeat,whileeating

wabuyaumyeniwamepurpleaphaebuswenindabe



ndibethelwangumoyaaphentloko

Beast:"Libo"

Webothturnedatthesoundofhisvoicesamjonga...

Libo:"ewebhuti"

Beast:"excuseus"

Me:"Please"

Libo:"ohokay.Sure"

Me:"ndcelaundizameleijuicetorhoLibonobaucele

uSihleayizise"

Beast:"withoutice"

Libo:"noproblem"

ShelefthermeatndatyainsilenceasBeastsat

down.



Beast:"beniyephi"?

Me:"lwandlenakwaSteers"

Beast:"soyoudecidedtoleavepeoplekwakho,goto

thebeachandthenkwaSteersjustlikethat"?

Me:"yep"

Hegrittedhisteeth.Faithwalkeduptousndancuma

nje...shetoldmeyenanoAnelisawere

leaving,abanyebazogoduswanguGhostobuya

kwakheKuLibo.Aftertheyleft,wecontinuedwhere

weleftoff

‍♀

Beast:"yintonileikwaSteersingekhoyoaphendlini

Luthando"?

Me:"potatochipswithSteersbarbequesauce"

Beast:"azikhoitapileaphendlini?Sauce?Spices"?

Me:"didyoumakethemforme"?



Beast:"whodidyoutelluyazifuna"?

Me:"nooneaskedwhatIwant"

Beast:"Luthandodon'tpatro-"

Me:"don'tyoudare...Don'tyoudareraiseyourvoice

atme"

Idon'tknowwhybuthewasboilingngumsindo,

Sihlebroughtmyjuiceandleft.

Me:"what'syourdealanyway?Kutheniuvutha

kangakangumsindo?IfIwantedtorunawaydoyou

honestlythinkI'dtakeSosowithme"?

Beast:"Firstlyyes,Sosohappenstobetheonly

personyouwouldtakewithyou.GeezLuthando

whatdoyouexpectmetothinkwhenyouleaveall

yourphonesbehindandthenaniyiphendulikwalena

KaTitusnihambenayo"

Me:"Ican'tdothiswithyouunjena,notnow"



Igotupndamshiyapha,hefollowedmeupstairs

ndakhululayonkintondayozivalelaebathroom

soakingintoanoverflowingbubblebath.Hecamein

andsatonthetoiletseatinsilencewatchingme

playwiththebubbles,Iwasnowcryinginsilence.Its

calledweepingIbelieve.Heburiedhisheadbetween

hiskneesforacoupleofminutesthenhecameto

kneeldownnexttothebathonthewetfloor...

Beast:"I'msorry.Iknowthiswholeideaishardon

you"

Me:"IthinkI'dlikesomestrawberrysmoothiewith

extracreamandabaronechocolatecake"

Beast:"I'llbuyitksasaxasihamba,rightnowIcan

makeyouhotchocolate"

Me:"pleasesendsomeoneI'msurekusavuliwee

Baywest"

Beast:"okayI'llberightback"

Me:"thanks"



AfterheleftIallowedmyselftocry,thenIgotoutof

thebath,drainingthewaterndayothambisainmy

room.Thethoughtoffakinghisdeath,thefuneral,

themourningperiod...yonkenjeintoehambanokufa

andthenafteryonkelontoasukeafenyhaniumntu

thenwhat?

Beast:"ndithumeuSihleke,whatelsedoyouneed"?

Me:"canyoumakemeasausageroll?Orjust

sausageintomatogravy"

Beast:"awufuniuzoyenzanam"?

Me:"IJustwannaliedown"

Beast:"you'llbeseatedthewholetime,just

accompanyme"

Me:"kay"

Igotwrappedinagownandslippers,followedhim

downthestairsandwatchedhimmakethetomato

gravyandsausageforme.Hefeltguilty,that'sthe



onlylogicalexplanationforhisactions.Iontheother

handwastryingtoavoidthinkingaboutthisdeath

thing,yesIcravedthechocolatecakebutImean,it

could'vewaiteduntilthefollowingdaycozIdideat

theconfusedcakeearlierbutbecauseIwantedto

seeifhe'llactuallygotheextramileandIalso

wantedtospendabitmoretimewithhimIaskedfor

it.

Itookoutfreshberries,ice,strawberry

yoghurt,strawberryessenceandcreamndazenzela

ismoothie.GhostwalkedinwithSosobehlekathey

cametofetchmoremeat...

Ghost:"awbafowafakaamaapronebusukukanje"?

Beast:"husbandduties"

Ghost:"amanyeamadodaarebusybraaingand

drinkingphandlewenauyapheka?Urightphof

mntakwethu"?

Beast:"onecommonthingaboutlomadodaonkeis



thatatyaimaliyam"

Ghost:"you'reonereminderthatIamnotreadytoget

hitched"

Soso:"awuyorolemodelkanene,yintonile

uyithethayophambikwam"?

Ghost:"you'rethetypeekuthwaabayomarriage

materialsonny,don'tbothergoingthere"

Soso:"taBeastwhatarewemaking"?

Beast:"you'remakingbarbeque,I'mmakingfoodfor

mywife"

Ghost:"lolwantoniucalucalulo"?

Soso:”uyazicengezela"

Ndamthigxezu...

Beast:"you'remisinformedyoungniqqa,thisiscalled

love"



Sosowenttothefridge,tookoutanAmarula

bottle,wenttotheleftoversmoothiewagalelahalf

thebottlegqibawazigalelelathatalcoholinfused

smoothieandjusttotallyignoredmypresence.

Me:"Ididn'tsayI'mdonewiththat"

Beast:"hm"?

Me:"ndthethanoSoso"

Soso:"Iloveyoutoomntase"

Thenhewalkedout,Ghostlookedatmethenatthe

empty,dirtymachineonthekitchencounter,then

backatthedoor.Heshookhishead.

Beast:"done,masambebabe"

Me:"takaOweplstellyourfriendtocomewashthis

blender"

Ghost:"rogerthat"



Wewalkedbackupstairs,isatwithmylegscrossed

asIenjoyedthegravywithasliceofsteamedbread.

WhenIwasfullIlookedathim...

Me:"umntuxaefileuyangcwatywa

azilelwe,kuchithweimpahlakwenziweintlamba

zandla...Ithiniiplaniyenukeregardingallofthose

vitaldetails"?

Beast:"wedidn'tthinkthatfar..."

Me:"youdidn'tthinkthatfar"?

Beast:"ndcelauyikhuphelentoaphentlokofor

now,wehaveavacationtogetto"

Me:"hm,mnk.Ndizokhendiyibone"

Beast:"cummonbaby"

Itouchedmystomach,ndihluthikamnandi



Me:"nana,uyamvalotatakhowebhongo?Hewants

tosendmommytoanearlygravesana"

Beast:"nanatellmommytobealiloptimistic"

Ndamjonga opti-what?Heputthetrayonthefloor

asIlayonmybackndisehlisa,Ifelthisheadonmy

bump

Beast:"daddylovesyoubaby,truly.AndI'msorryfor

whatmommyisgoingthroughevha?Daddywill

makeitallgoaway,that'sapromise"

Me:"mxm"

ThenBOOMnanaKicked somethingindaddy's

eyestouchedthedepthsofmyheart.

[10/11,19:44]‪+27730692704‬:#484

Ikepttossingandturningtheentirenight,maybeit

wasbecauseIwastoopreoccupiedentlokoor

ndityekakhulubeforebedtimebutIreallycouldn't



sleep.IwasupstaringattheceilinguntilIdecidedto

getoutofbedbymidnightandwenttothekitchento

makenanaandmyselfsomethingtonibbleon.I

tooktwochoc-chipcookiesandmadehotchocolate

thenIwenttolazeaboutintheloungewatching

crimedocumentaries.WhenIwasdoneeatingI

decidedtocollectallourvaluabledocuments,

especiallythoseregisteredin"Gwala"fromcarsto

businessdocumentationandlaptops,Itookthemto

thebasementsafeforsafetyreasons.Youcannever

betoosafe,thenIchangedthesafespassword,the

housecomputerpasswordandmylaptop's

passwordbecauseIwasleavingitbehind.ThenI

startedpackingforthevacation,ogqibakwam

ndathathaiyoghurtandteaspoonndayongqengqa

nexttohissnoringbeastbody.HelookedcuteAF

InoticedthatUbagothissleepingshenanigans

fromthisguy,hisslightlypartedlips,thatsoftsnore...

Me:"thisisthelifeIchosehey,gottacarrythecross"



Iatemyyoghurtjusthavingsenseless

conversationswithnanauntilIrealizedthatit'dbeen

awhilesincetatakhestoppedsnoringsoIlooked

overathimwancuma...

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenwatching?"

Beast:"notsure,butyoulookcutetalkingtoherasif

uyakuphendula"

Me:"ohwell"

Hesatup...

Beast:"y'allareeatingsweetthingsthistimeofthe

night"?

Me:"Ithinkyourchildhasasweettooth"

Beast:"mnk.Nivusweyintoni"?

Me:"wecouldn'tsleep,sowedecidedtopackandeat.

Obviously"



Beast:"yhoy'allpackedalready?Kudalanivukile

mos"?

Me:"yep"

Ifinishedmyyoghurtndehlangomqamelondazama

ukulala.

Beast:"hey"

Ilookedathim...

Beast:"everythingisgonnabealright,trustme"

Me:"nightbaby"

Beast:"itsmorningalready"

Me:"morningthen"

Hekissedmyforeheadandletmesleepfortherest

ofthemorning,ovukakwethuwebathedandhitthe



road,meetingMoandboardingthejet,flyingacross

theoceanforaverylongtime.Salalasavuka

nabantwanabamasidesifikeaphosibhalelekhona....

Iwokeuptohimworkingonhistablet

Me:"baby"

Beast:"love"

Me:"Siyaphikanti?We'vebeenonairsinceforever"

Beast:"Justbepatient,twomorehourswe'lltouch

base"

Me:"I'mhungry,andnoIdon'twantmeatngoku"

Beast:"iyakulafridgeKaMoI'msureyou'llfind

something"

Me:"mnk"

Beast:"okanyehlalaphantsiI'llgocheckforyou"

Imumbledmy"thanks"Uvewokeupwazakum,I

cradledhimsancokolawhilewaitingforhisfatherto



bringwhateverhe'dfindKuMo.

Uve:"uphiutatakho"?

Me:"uyeKuMo"

Uve:"akukhoutyakwakhoapha"?

Me:"You'rehungry"?

Uve:"mh.mh"

Me:"let'swaitfordaddytocomeback"

Uve:"mmh"

Helayhisheadonmychestandwaited,hisother

handwentinandplayedwithmynipple tyhini!

Me:"ha.aUvekhuphaisandlasakho"

Uve:"hm.mh"

Me:"Uvelile"

Uve:"Hayimama"



Hisfatherreturnedwithrealfood,IfedUvewhile

eating,hisfathersatwithus.Weatefinishthenhe

wenttohisfather.

Uve:"avuseuUbatatam"

Me:"nankuevuka"

Ubawalkedrightuptomendamfunqula,hefacedhis

dadandtwinsulking..

Uba:"tatamafunuhlikaaphama"

Beast:"ufunuhlikauyephi"?

Uba:"andiyazi"

Hisfatherlookedatme,Ishrugged.Afterthosetwo

hourswetoucheddownandataxiwasalready



waitingforus...

Beast:"welcometoNYC"

IrolledmyeyesathimaswedrovethroughNew

YorkCityuntilwereachedamansionthathadan

outlookofacastle,ittookmybreathawayinstantly

I'mtrulyasuckerforfinethingsinlife.Wegot

insideandthemarbledfloortookmybreathaway...

Me:"Sinoambanovasaandrestabitthenafteryour

napwe'llseewhattodo"

Sino:"butokobesilelenjemama"

Me:"Iknowthat,butyoudon'thavetosleepif

awufunikaloku"

Sino:"hayI'lljustbathqhaandozelimna"

Me:"sure"



Shepulledhercasetotheroomherfathergave

her,Fatimahadaroomdownstairsthekidsrooms

wereinthesecondfloorandoursinthethirdfloor.

ThankGodtherewasanelevatorinthehouse

otherwiseIwouldn'thavesurvivedgoingupand

downthatstaircaseeverydayjusttogettobed.

Never .Whenthekidswereintheirroomswe

headedtoourownmasterbedroomndakhulula

ndayovasa,hejoinedmesavasaintheshowerand

wenttositintheroom...

Me:"SoIguessthisishiredproperty"

Beast:"yep"

Me:"really"?

Beast:"no"

Icockedabrow...

Beast:"itsoneofmyotherproperties"



Me:"registeredunderwho"?

Beast:"NqabaGwalaofcourse"

Me:"mmhkukhonaukutya"?

Beast:"yes,kuthengweizolo"

Me:"ooh,Ishouldgopreparesomethingtoeat"

Beast:"uzokwenzaniuFatima"?

Me:"she'sprobablyhasajetlagtatakhe,I'llaskherto

makedinner"

Beast:"mmh"

Ilayonthebedwithjustatowelaroundmybody.

Hesatnexttomyheadsupportinghisbackwitha

pillow,Iraisedmyheadsoitlayonhislaps

Beast:"what'sonyourmind"?

Me:"IthinkweshouldtellAnelisaaboutSino's

paternity"

Beast:"why"?



Me:"theybothdeservetoknowthetruth"

Beast:"whythesuddenchangeofheart"?

Ikeptquiet...

Beast:"Luthando"?

Me:"mxmnevermind"

Beast:"notalk,siyathethamosngoku.Whatchanged?

IthoughtweagreedtokeepSinowithus"

Me:"Anelisaisstablenow,she'sfoundajobinPE

anduzohlalakhonauqalanextmonth.I'mquitesure

shecantakecareofherowndaughternowthat's

she'sindependent"

Beast:"Ihearyou,butIstillthinkshe'sfinerighthere

withus"

Me:"forhowlong"?

Beast:"Ithoughtyoualreadyregisteredthemfor

schoolnje,soizothinilontoifsiyamsaKuAnelisa"?



Me:"wellifIwastoldearlierIwouldn'thave"

Beast:"youdon'tmeanthat"

Me:"don'tgetmewrong,Istilllovethem.Nothing

haschangedbutkhawucingenawe,abazali

babantwanabonwabilehavingajolhereandthere

whileIhavetotakecareoffourkids.

KuzobekiselaphiwhenIgivebirth?WhatifIgive

birthtoanothersetoftwins?Bazothiniwhenwe

havetovisityourfather"?

Beast:"auntFatsistheretohelpyou,whileI'mgoneu

Sosowillbethere,whenI'mbackI'llbetheretoo"

Me:"masiyiyekebabyyoudon'tgetit"

Heexhaled...

Beast:"whataboutOwe"?

Me:"eventuallynayekuzofunekaehambile,doyou

knowhowrelievedIwaswhenyoutoldmetheyboth

aren'tyours?Youhavenoidea"



Beast:"IthinkIdo"

Me:"thenyoushouldunderstandthatIjustwannago

backtothebasics,andigezelalaamantombibengo

babymommabakhointheearlystagesofour

relationship,ourmarriage.NowthatI'mintheclear,I

wanttoexperiencelifewithoutthemforaminute.

Umntumakakheabengumazaliemntaneniwakhe

namndibengumzalikwezamiintsanawithouthaving

todividemyselfintofour.Idon'tmindholiday

visitationsbutsana...Mandiphunyuzwenam,noko

abazonkedamabanabazali"

Beast:"Ihearyou"

Me:"justgiveitsomethought"

Beast:"Iwill,butnowcanwefocusonthisvacation"?

Me:"yessur"

‍♀
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WegotdressedthenItooawalkaroundtheyard,it

wasmassive mademewonderhowdidhegetit?

Butthenagain,Iwasn'tabouttoaskhimaboutthat.

Hecametojoinmebythepoolsidewithdrinks

sahlalajusttakingintheessenceoftheenvironment.

Owentandowalkedoutandcametositwithus

Owe:"dadisthisreallynewYorkCity?Like,forreal"?

Beast:"Ithoughtyouwerecleverthanthatniqqa"

Welaughedathim,hesatbetweenusnayewafaka

iinyawoemanzini.

Owe:"diddadtellyouthathe'snotmyfatherma"?

Me:"erh...yeah.Howdoyoufeelaboutthat"?

Owe:"I'mokay,atleastI'mstillpartofthefamily"

Me:"Isee"



Nqabalookedatme...Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"nowthatyouknowyourfather,doyouplanor

ratherwishtogettoknowhimbetter"?

Owe:"idon'tknowyazmama,I'vealwayswantedto

staywithyouinPE.Nowthatitsfinallyhappening,I

feellikehistimingisabitoff"

Beast:"wouldyouconsiderlivingwithhimratherthan

us"?

Hekeptquiet...

Iknewhewascontemplatingonhisanswer,aftera

minutehelookedathishandsfiddlingwiththem

nervously...

Owe:"Ifitwouldn'tbetoomuchtroubleI'dpreferto

livewithyouinPortElizabeth"

Me:"itwouldn'tbetroubleaslongaswediscussyour

decisionwithyourparents"



Owe:"mymothertoo"?

Me:"yes,yourmothertoo"

Owe:"whyisthereaneedforthat?ImeanIhaven't

beentheirresponsibilityforquitesometimenow"

Beast:"weunderstandthat,buteverybodyhastoplay

theirpart.Wecan'tallbepart-timeparents"

Me:"wejustwantthemtobemoreinvolvedinyour

livesthat'sall"

Owe:"youmeanthingslikeholidayvisitations"?

Me:"ifyou'relivingwithusyes,ifthey'retakingyou

thenwe'lltaketheinitiativeofhavingyouvisitduring

holidays"

Beast:"IknowIneverhavetime,butmaybeyourother

dadwouldlovetowatchyouplaysocceroreven

takeyoutothetheatreclassesyousaidyou're

interestedin"

Owe:"haharelaxdad,yousoundlikeyou'repitchinga

businessproposalnow"



Me:"tyhiniOwe"

Owe:"seriously,IgetwhatyouguysaresayingandI

understand"

Me:"youdo"?

Owe:"umakhuluoncementionedtoChumathatat

somepointshe'llhavetogrowupandtake

responsibilitysoIkindaguessedthatI'mthat

responsibility"

Beast:"whenwasthat"?

Owe:"itwasbeforetheDNAresultscameout"

Beast:"mmh,butstillallofthatwillbethoroughly

discussedwhenwereturnhomesothatwecan

begintheyearonanewleash"

Owe:"ohokay"

‍♀

Owe:"sowhenarewegoingforaride?Ineedtosee

Tunechi,Nicki,Drizzy..."



Ijustlaughed ‍♀

Beast:"whoahOwebreath,we'llgoshoppinglateron

todaybutI'mnotsurengababantuubabizayo"

Weheadedtothehousendenzaintoyokutya,Ididn't

wannagoshoppingtumna.Iwantedtorest,that's

whatvacationsarefor.Resting.Relaxing.Imade

foodenoughtocarryustosupper,leizakwenziwa

nguSisFatimake.Everyoneatethenbayahamba

bayobukaiNewYorkleavingmewithFats...

Fats:"I'mthinkingofbakingsomegoodiesbutI'm

notsuresilaphaforhowlong"

Me:"ingathiitstwotothreeweekssisFats"

Fats:"oohokay"

Sheleftmeandwenttoback...Iwaswearinga

peachchiffonmaxidressthatallowedmoreairinto

myskinandbody,thiswastheperfecttimetohave



thosesacredconversationswithnana .Lateron

babuyabatyaandjusthadfunallaroundthehouse.

WeekonepassedbysoquicklyandIwishedIcould

stoptime.Wewerehavingsomuchfunawayfrom

home,awayfromcellphones,awayfromtheinternet...

Itwaspeaceful.Secondweekofthevacationwe

wentallout,shopping,movies,amusement

parks,musicaltheatres,historicalplaces.We

basicallywentanywhereandeverywherewecould

thinkof,Icouldtellthekidswerehavingfun

recognisingsomebuildingsfrommoviesand

blockbusters.SaturdayandSundayofthatsecond

weektaBeastwhiskedmeofftowhatwecallafive

starhotelinSouthAfrica,forourownprivatetime

withoutthekidssoweaskedsisFatstokeepaneye.

Whenwegottotheroomhetoldmetochangeinto

arobewandishiyaonlyreturningbacksendimlindile.

Wewenttotherooftopofthehotel...

Me:"ohmyword,itsaspa"



Beast:"Ialwaysfulfillmypromises"

Me:"webothknownotalways,butthankyou"

Iwalkedinandwasdirectedtoabed...

Beast:"Ambermeetmywife,babythisisAmberthe

ownerofthisbeautysalon"

Amber:"nicetofinallymeetyou,Idobusinesswith

yourhusband"

Me:"nicetomeetyoutoo,Ididn'tknowy'allarein

businesstogether.But,I'mnotsurprised"

Amber:"he'sashrewdbusinessmanIcantellyou"

Me:"Ibet"

Beast:"shesaidshewantedachocolatemassage

Amber,isthatpossible"?

Me:"haubabe"

Beast:"khangeutsho"?

Me:"Iwasonlyjoking"



Beast:"I'malsojokingke"

Me:"you'renotreallyjokingareyou"?

Ambergavemetheirleaflettobrowsethrough...

Amber:"howaboutwegiveyouahotstone

massage,thenyoucangetyourselfstickyina

chocolatebath"

Me:"youhaveachocolatebath"?

Amber:"weorganizeditforyouma'am"

Me:"isitrealchocolateforreals"?

Amber:"yesma'am,youcaneatitoffyourbodyif

youwantto"

Me:"hownice"

Beast:"I'llgladlyvolunteerforthat"

Me:"thankyou,okaylet'sstartwiththemassage"

Amber:"alright,pleasegetyourselfcomfortableon



thebedma'am"

Ilaytheresmilingtomyself...

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Beast:"Ithoughtyou'vealreadyforgottenaboutme"

Me:"you'reunforgettablenjebabe"

Beast:"ufunaeyiphirefreshment"?

Me:"abubblyplease"

Beast:"Amberwhere'syournonalcoholicbeverages

"?

Amber:"pleaseaskMichelletobringyouabottleat

thebacksir"

Heleft,Ienjoyedmymassage,hereturnedwiththe

bubblythenwenttogethisownmassagewhileI



wenttogetsoakedinchocolate itsmeltlike

chocolate shouldbutIwasn'tabouttotasteit.

Noway.

AfterthatIshoweredandwenttowaitforhim,when

hisownmassagewasoverweheadedtoourroom

andlaynakedinbedfeelinghellarelaxed.He

orderedfood,Iwantedlotsoffruit...Isiqhelosefruit

smoothiesiyangenaemntwini.

Beast:"IthinkI'llhavetotalktoSinoalonefirst,about

yonkenjelento"

Me:"Idon'tmindaslongasyoudon'tfeellikejust

becausetheyain'tyoursIdon'tlovethemanymore"

Beast:"noIgetyourpoint,andnowthatbelapha

permanentlyuOweisateenuSinoisreallycloseto

thatstage...Ialsohavemyownconcerns"

Me:"buttheconversationwehadwithOweis

twistingmymind"

Beast:"asIsaidKuOwe,we'llcallallpartiesinvolved



andputeverythingonthetable.Thenwe'lltakeit

fromthere"

Me:"sure"

Beast:"SinoisgonnabeshatteredtoknowI'mnot

herfather,neitherisNtando"

Me:"butitsbettersheknowsnowanddecidengoku

whatshewantsinsteadofuswatchherlivingalie

abeuOweezaziukubangowaphiandwho'swhoin

hisownlife.Itsunfairtoher"

Beast:"soareyougonnatalktoAnelisa"?

Me:"oncewegethomeyes,Idon'twannabreak

suchnewsoverthephone"

Beast:"youthinkshedoesn'tknowalready"?

Me:"Iknowsheknows,butshe'sstillmysisteruSino

ngumtshanawameitherway.IhavetositAnelisa

downandgetinhershoes"

Beast:"getinhershoes?You"?

Me:"babyI'llneverbebestfriendswithanyof

them,butinasmuchasbandinyelabengandazi,Istill

haveaheart"



Beast:"soyou'rechangingyourmind"?

Me:"nobutI'mtakingyoursuggestionastheheadof

thefamily...we'llbringthemalltothetableandthen

seeawayforward"

Beast:"reasonableenough"

Iategrapeswhileheatespicychickenwingsand

Greeksalad.
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Atsunsetwehadanoutdoorsdinner,thenwewent

towatchwhales...

Me:"I'dliketoswimwithdolphinsyazbabe"

Beast:"afteryougivebirth,I'lltakeyou.PEhas

ulwandletheyshouldhaveaplacewithdolphins"

Me:"buttatakheitsnotlikeIhaveabigbellynow"

Beast:"oneword:pneumonia"



Imumbledmywhatever"aswewatchedthen

headedtobed.Igotunderthecoversandwaitedfor

him...

Wabuyawithstrawberries...

Beast:"Ihavebeenwatchingyouforthepast

week,youlookedmorerelaxedherethaninPE"

Me:"I'dliveherewithoutcomplaints"

Beast:"maybeIshouldleaveyouwiththekeys

xandigoduka"

Me:"you'rejoking,right"?

Beast:"I'mserious,youcoulduseitasanescape

oncethingsgettough"

Me:"youspeakwithsuchcertaintythatkuzobatough

omnkakwakho"

Beast:"kuzobatoughtrustme,that'swhyIneedyou

tobestrong.UngathembikwamntubesidesMarcus



andBullet"

Me:"yho"

Beast:"achildwithoutaparentcanbeproblematic,

firmwithoutabosscanbechaotic,agangwithouta

leadercanbemurderous"

Me:"mh"

Wecuddledtosleep,wokeupthefollowingmorning

andhadbreakfastinbedthenphaeminiwewent

backtothekidssafikakuthenkxweeeeendlini

yingxolo

Uba:"Uthandowaaaaammmuuuuuu"

Beast:"ayingoLuthandokuwelonaUbabalo"

Uba:"athethinawenjetatakhe"

Beast:"uyayazindiyambethaumntana"?

Uba:"zobethanam"



Beast:"hm"

Itookhimupandcarriedhimtothecouch...

Owe:"uauntFatsusenzeleabarbecuedwhole

chickenfordinner"

Me:"mmh,whatdidyoueatngelunch"

Owe:"chickenschnitzels,mashedpotatoeswith

mushroomsauce"

Me:"akumnandi,ndcelauyondicelelaiischnitzels

undiphathelenesweetchillisauce"

Herantothekitchen,laterreturnedwithmyplate.

Weenteredthethirdandlastweekofourvacation

wishingwecouldjustturnbackthehandsoftime

yeswehadfunbutformethismeantthatmy

husbandwouldbeleavinginamatterofdaysandI

wasn'treallyreadyforthat.EmotionallyIwasn'tyet

readytobewithouthimforthenextthreemonths



withpeopleperceivingthathe'sactuallydead.Its

thatdeathpartthatgavemecoldchillsdownmy

spine.IspentTuesdayandWednesdayfastingand

prayingforhim,forus.Thisthingreallycameto

realityonWednesdaymorningxandivukaengekho

nexttomeyavelayangathisekwenzekile Ifound

myselfonthefloorweepingandpouringoutmy

hearttoGod:

"OurFatherwhoartinheaven

HallowedbeThyname

Thinekingdomcome,Thinewillbedone...Thinewill

bedoneinourlivesasitisinheaven.Yeswe

forsakeYoujusttogainwealthofthisworldbutdo

notturnYourbackagainstusDonotturnYourface

awayfromus.

Giveusthisdayourdailybreadandforgiveusour

trespasses

Asweforgivethosewhotrespassagainstus...Well

aswetrytoforgive.YazThixokunzimakangaka

naniukuxolakwentliziyo?SometimesIwishdeath



uponsomepeoplebutbecauseIknowI'vebeen

forgivenattimeswhenIdidn'tdeserveit.Itryto

forgivesoIpray

Lordteachustobeaforgivinggeneration.Iknow

thatrightnowIneedthespiritofforgivenessmore

thananyonesoIpraythatyoutouchmy

heart,changeitforyourpurpose

Iprayforsafetyandprotectionuponourlives,we

refusetohidebehindthe"wearenotperfect"line

butratherweacceptthatwehaveflaws....

Manyflawsandcountlesssinsandwepraythat

Youreyesofmercyandeyesofgracewilllocateus.

InthenameofthesaviourJesusChrist

Amen"

Keatsnokwathixibilili.Istayedinmyroomuntil

dinnertimewhenhubbycameknocking,helooked

fedupmorethanworried.



‍♀

Beast:"you'vebeenlockedupinthisroomfortwo

daysnow,what'sreallygoingon?Andpleasedon't

tellmeitsnothing"

Ilookedathim...he'ssocasualabouteverything.

Me:"areyoureadytoplaydead?Iintsukuzihambile"

Beast:"you'veisolatedyourselfjusttoponderonthat?

Whathappenedtoenjoyingthevacation"?

Me:"I'veisolatedmyselfsoIcanpraywithoutbeing

disturbed,I'msureyoudon'thappentohavea

problemwiththat"

Hesatdowntakingmyhandsintohis...

Beast:"butyouhavetoeatkeatleast"?

Me:"I'lldrinkorangejuiceatsix"



Beast:"nananeedssolids"

Me:"nanawillunderstandwhatmommyis

doing,don'tworryyourselfabouther"

Beast:"uzotyaninike"?

Me:"Thursdaymorning"

Henodwaphumawayotya.WednesdayIcontinued

withthefastingndayotyaThursdaymorning,I

actuallywokeupbeforeanyoneelsendayokwenzai

breakfastfortheFAMthenItookmineandwentto

eatatthepatio.UbaandUvewokeupandcame

lookingformesondayobathathelandayobathathela

ukutyandabatyisamakingsmallconversation,Sino

andOwejoinedusthetheirfatherwokeup

sekuvaswaizitya.Thekidswenttochangeinto

swimmingsuitsbaqubha,Fatimamadesnacksmna

nodaddysabukelanje...

Me:"doyoueverswim"?

Beast:"notmuch,I'dratherclimbmountains"



Me:"mnkitshamba"

Beast:"areyoureadytogohome"?

Me:"yeah,haveyouspokentoyourdaughter"?

Beast:"yes..."

Me:"howdidshetakethenews"?

Beast:"she'sokay..."

Ndamjonga...SozeuSinoabe"okay"afterfinding

outthathe'snotherfather.

Me:"whatdidyoutellher"?

Beast:"itwashardmamakhe,Icouldn'tgothrough

withit"

Me:"thenwhydidyousayyesyou'vespokentoher"?

Beast:"Idid...wellbasicallyIaskedhowhershefeels

aboutumamakhengokunowthatbevana"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"urightbutnottothelevelyokubabangahlala



kunye,she'snottookeenaboutthatpart"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"soIguessimmediatelyweland,weshould

organizeafamilymeetingandlaythecardsonthe

table"

Me:"yessir"

Beast:"Naliquecummon,don'tbelikethat"

Me:"likewhat"?

Beast:"likethis,thisisnoteasynakum"

Me:''Iknow,becauseieasykalokukum"

Beast:"that'snotwhatImeant...LookbabyuSino

ukhulelakum,wazimnaasutatakheandIwouldn't

likethattochange"

Me:"Igetyou,Iunderstandyoubutdon'tyouthink

you'rebeingabitselfishhere"?

Beast:"how"?

Me:"youknowshe'snotyoursbutyouwon'ttellher

becauseyou'reprotectingherfromhurting;won't

shehurtwhenshefindsoutonherown?Okanyeke



xaumxelelasemdalakunoku?"

Beast:"atleastshe'llbeolder"

Me:"butthatdoesn'tchangetheendresults:she's

gonnagethurtanyway.Bettersheknowsnowthan

later"

Wathula...

Me:"everyonearoundherknowsakangowalaphabut

she'sinthedark,doyouthinkthat'sfair?What

happenswhenoomakazidecidetospillthebeans?

Whathappenswhensuchdelicateinformationlands

onthewronghands?Ears?Whatthen?Howwillyou

protectherthen?Becausesuchsecretshavea

tendencyofcomingatoddoccasionsor

circumstances"

Wathula....

Haikendavalaowamumlomonam.
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FridaymidnightweflewbacktoSouthAfrica,I

decidedtodrinksleepingpillssothatIcouldsleep

theentireflighthomejusttoavoidhavingto

strategizeaboutthefamilymeetingwithNqaba.

Oncewelandedhewokeusupsayongenaemotweni

andheadedhomeofikakwethuIheadedstraightto

myroom,heputthetwinstobedandcametoour

room.

Beast:"I'veaskedNtandoandChumatotrybeing

hereby10:00amtomorrowsoIthinkyoushould

talktoAnelisa"

Me:"tomorrowisSundayandI'mplanningongoing

tochurch"

Beast:"thenwe'llmakethemeetinglunchtime"

Me:"sure"

Iundressedandwenttobath,hewentdownstairs



ndaphumaemanziniandcalledAnelisa...

Lisa:"thisisanicesurprise"

Me:"happynewyear,unjani"?

Lisa:"I'mcoolhappynewyear,unjaniwena"?

Me:"I'mgreat.Uphi"?

Lisa:"I'mhereinPE,justmovedinkuleflatndizohlala

kuyo"

Me:"ohwow,congrats"

Lisa:"thankyouumntasekhaya"

Me:"I'dliketoinviteyoutolunchtomorrow.If

awukhobusy"

Lisa:"I'dlovetocome,ndizenantoni"?

Me:"justbringyourselfsthandwa"

Lisa:"areyousure?Icouldbringsomewineor

something"

Me:"I'mprettysurethankyouforaskingthough"

Lisa:"alright,seeyoutomorrowthen"



Me:"sharp"

Wehungup

IgotintoPJsndangenaezingubeni,Itossedand

turnedforaboutthreehoursndancama

ndaphakamaandwenttolookforfooddownstairs.

Kuhle,SihleandNqabawereinsomesortofa

meetingintheloungewhileSoso,Laa,SimaandSam

wereplayingfootballattheback.Iwasshockedto

seethatSimaandSamdidn'tgohomethatdaybutit

wasn'tverymuchofashocksinceSosoistheir

cousintooandhelikestheideaof"twining"sofor

himthemorethemerrier.Ilookedforsomethingto

nibbleon,anything butthecookiejarswere

empty,thebreadbinwasemptyandthefridgewas

fullofleftoversthatweren'tasappetizing.Istood

theretryingtofigureoutbandizotyantoni...

Beast:"youokay?Ithoughtyouweresleeping"



Iturnedndamjonga...Hemusthavebeendiscussing

somethingserious,hewasabitdisturbed.Icould

seeitinhiseyes...

Beast:"Luu"?

Isnapped...

Me:"yeahuhm...Ithinkwe'rehungry"

Beast:"youthink"?

Inod...

Beast:"oh,nifunautyantonisithumeabauncle"

Me:"uhm...we'renotsure.Butwe'llfiguresomething

out"

Hepulledastoolandsatdownlookingatme

Beast:"sondela"

Me:"gotoyourbrothers.Please"



Hegavemeasternlook

Iwalkeduptohimstandingbetweenhislegs,both

hishandswentbehindmywaistmyownaroundhis

neck.

Me:"youknowyoureyesdon'tscareme"

Beast:"somethingisbotheringyou,Icantell"

Me:"thinkofeverythingthat'sgoingoninourlives

rightnowandtellmeIshouldn'tbebothered"

Hedidn'trespond...Wellnotimmediately.

Beast:"ndiyahambaketomorrownight"

Me:"sosoon"?

Beast:"itshould'vebeentoday,butkukholentoye

meetingngomso"

Me:"mh,youcan'twaittogetoutofhere"



Beast:"don'tsaythat"

Ijustshrugged...

Beast:"Idon'twannascareyoubut,ooKuhlebathi

kukhosomesortofFBIpeoplewhocamelookingfor

melastweek"

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidyou'releavingbecauseof

gangs,notthelaw"

Beast:"theycouldbeagang,theycouldbeworking

withone.Idon'tknowanythingyet,buttheguysare

workingonit"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"I'mgonnaneedyoutobestrong,okay?Ifnot

formethenforourchildren.BestrongLuu"

IfeltlikeIwasabouttocrysoImovedawayfrom

himandwenttomakemyselfasmoothie.Hegave

mesomespace...



WhenIwasdoneIreturnedtomyroom,Ireally

neededtobealoneatthatmoment.NotevenSoso

woulddothetrick .Lateronhecametowakeme

up

Beast:"don'tyouknowiphiilaptopyam"?

Me:"safe"

Beast:"whichsafe?Ifunantonikwakwisafe?And

whochangedthepasswordtothecomputer"?

Itookamomenttogathermythoughts,nowIwasn't

surenobandazifakaebasementortheoneinthe

kidsrooms...

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"mmh"????

Beast:"ilaptopyamiphifondini"?

Me:"IsaidchecktheSadehaibo"



Beast:"lookayikho"

Ndaphakamisaintloko,thesafedoorwasstillwide

open,Iyawnedandrubbedmyeyes

Me:"khangelakulasafeinthekidsbedroom,ifayikho

phachecktheoneinthebasement"

Beast:"yhouyafihla,ithinipasswordyecomputer"?

Me:"zizigwala@2"

Beast:"huh"?

Ispeltitoutforhim andlatonmybackafterhe

left,Icheckedthetime...past3intheflippenmorning.

Igotupandfollowedhimbutstoppedatthetopof

thestairswhenIsawindluyamiigcweleoo

Ranger,Marcus,Thriller...Thewholelotofthem.

Beast:"gobacktobed"



Me:"whataretheydoinghere"?

Beast:"we'regoingthroughacoupleofthings"

Me:"didyouevensleep"?

Beast:"ayikhoinkomoyobuthongobaby,Ihopeyou

didn'tchangemypassword"

Me:"itsthesamenaleyecomputerbutremovethe2

attheendufakeuBAVEinblockletters"

Beast:"sure"

Ireturnedtobed,Ididn'twannabepartoftheirplan

.

InthemorningIwokeupandpreparedtogoto

church,Iwenttowakethekidsupndayovasathe

twinsinmyroomleavingtheoldersiblingswiththe

instructionstobath.WhenweweredoneIsentthem

downstairsthenIwenttocheckontheothertwo

Me:"guyssingahambainthenextthirtyminutes"



Owe:"okayma"

Iwentdown,greetedeveryonewhowasthereand

fedthetwins,sisFatscameoutdressedtokill

Fats:ulelemsinyaphezoloIwasgonnaaskyour

permissiontogooutforthreehoursmaxnamhlanje

"

Uba:"zawambanathisiyecaweni"?

Fats:"niyecaweninina"?

Uba:"sawambanomamakhe"

Me:"akhongxakisisisohambanisonke"

ShenodandhelpedmewithUve,Sihlecametojoin

us

Sihle:"abantubalaphabayanyamalalaabatsho

xabehamba,abatshonaxabebuya"



Me:"uyamaziubhutiwakho,happynewyearfuthi"

Sihle:"happynewyear,kuyiwaphi"?

Me:"church"

Sihle:"Ubayou'regoingtochurch"

Uba:"ewefondini,afunuwambanathinawesiye

church"?

Sihle:"sobasicallyyou'reinvitingmetochurch

Ubabalo"?

Uba:"haike,shyeka"

Me:"yhuunentliziyoencincimntanam"

Sihlelaughedathim,whenweweredoneIwentto

lookformycarkeysndakhwazaooOwewavela

yedwa...

Me:"uphiuSino"

Owe:"uthishe'snotgoingtochurch"

Me:"why"?



SinoappearedstillinPJs

Sino:"daddysaidAnelisaiscomingsoI'llwaitfor

her"

Me:"she'sonlycomingbylunchtimewhichwillbe

afterchurchnjelove"

Sino:"oh...ButI'llskipchurchanyway"

Me:"alrightke,byebye"

Sino:"byebye'inima"

ItoldtheotherstowaitinthecarwhileIwentto

hubby,westoodattheporchtalking.WellIwas

talking,hewasbusyplayingwithmyhair...

Me:"uyandivababy"?

Beast:"awsemhlemkamungawisiumfundisi"
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Beast:"ungahlalingaphambiliecaweniplease

sthandwasam"

Me:"ngoba"?

Beast:"unukakamnandi,yourscentwilldisturbthe

pastor'ssermon"

Me:"tyhinitatakhe"

Beast:"babe,pastorsthesedaysarewolvesinsheep

skin"

Me:"soyou'reactuallynotlisteningtome"?

Beast:"sorry,ubusithinibaby"?

‍♀

Me:"pleasekeepaneyeonSino,we'regoingto

church"

Beast:"kutheniengayiyenaecaweni"?

Me:"apparentlyutatakhetoldherumamakheuyeza



soshe'sdecidedtowaitforher"

Beast:"haibouAnelisaozofikaafterchurch"?

Me:"maybeyouforgottomentionthattoher"

Beast:"Isee,needadriver"?

Me:"nope,butthankyouforasking"

Beast:"masambekeI'llwalkyoutoyourcar"

Ithoughthe'dgoonabouthowunsafeitwouldbeto

drive hedidn't soIwalkedrightinfrontofhim

straighttothecar,Igotin,hewenttothebackKu

auntienetwinscozOwewasinthefrontwithme.

Uve:"tatakheawuyitochurchshemwena"

Beast:"I'llbewaitingforyourighthere"

Uve:"masiwambefondini"

Owe:"haibouthifondinikutataVelile"?

Beast:"daddyhastogotoworkYoungKing"

Uba:"shemtatakhe"



Beast:"oohmntanam...byebye'inike"

"Byebye"

Iopenedthegateanddrovetochurch,andwhata

refreshingtimewehadinthepresenceoftheMost

High .Immediatelyafterwardswewentto

McDonald'sjustforaquicksnackbecauseIknew

sisenofikakungekhokutyacoznankunosisFats

uhambanathi,afterthatweheadedstraighthome

mybabiesweretiredshame.WhenwegothomeI

couldtellourguesthadalreadyarrived...

Owe:"isthatmominthegarden"?

Me:"yep"

Owe:"she'svisiting"?

Me:"yourdadcalledafamilymeeting,Ithoughthe

toldyouwhenhetoldSino"

Owe:"bendivengoSinobutIthoughtshe'sjust



playingaround"

‍♀

Wewentinside,Iwenttoputthekidsintheirroom

whileOwewenttogreethisparentsandFatswent

tochange.Ilayonmyback,myfeetjusthanging

asweweregettingclosertothedeed,Igoteven

morescaredandanxious.IhadnocluehowIwas

supposetodealwiththisdeathrubbishorhowit

wouldgodownastheyplannedit.Thiswasdraining

meseriously,aminuteagoIwasonhighspiritsbut

theminuteIsteppedinthehouseIfelttheheaviness

encoveringmelikeablanket.Ilaylikethatjust

lookingattheceilingforaminutebeforegettinginto

comfortableclothingandslippersthenIstoodbythe

windowandjustwatchedtheGhostfamilybonding

inthegarden.Oweseemedtobehavingsomuch

fun,IrealizedhowImissedmymotherin-law she

didagreatjobkubantwanabonyanabakheyazi.Yes

wemighthavehadaclashduringtheChumaissue

orratherafterthearrivalofGhostbutdeepdownI



knewshe'sagoodwoman,agreatmotherand

grandma.ImissedKeriandJoe,IrememberedIstill

owedthemavisitespeciallynowthatKeriisalso

pregnant,wecouldsharebabytips,exchangebaby

names,goshopping,attendyogaclassesandjust

sharetheexperiencesallday.PityIwouldn'tbeable

tovisitanyifthemnowthatallthechildrenwere

goingtolivewithuspermanently.

Beast:"whatarewelookingat"?

Me:"yourbrotherandhisfamily"

Hestoodbehindmesnakinghishandstotouchmy

bump,hisheadonthesideofmyhead

Beast:"helooksgenuinelyhappy"

Me:"hedoes,that'sprogress"

Beast:"mh"

Me:"IkindafeelabitofworryforChumathough"



Beast:"why"?

Me:"Ithinksheseesafuturewithyourbrother"

Beast:"youdon'tseeit"?

Me:"doyouseeit"?

Beast:"IseeOURfuture"

Me:"imfilibakwaleuthethangayoiyafananqwanale

yabo"

Beast:"yhusozebaby"!

Me:"hahahayhuawakhala!Meaningyoualsosee

akhofuturepha"

Beast:"uGhostsefanelwenguLibhongongoku

baby,heneedsastable,humbleandgrounded

womanwhoknowswhatshewantsinlife"

Me:"Chumaain'tgroundedenoughforhim?

RememberLiboyiexKaVince"

Beast:"Chumaandgroundedcan'tbementionedin

thesamesentencemylove,leyeexasiyingenike

cozumjitauyazithandelakuLibo.Yonkinto

isesandlenisakhe"



Me:"Idon'twantGhostkuLiboshame"

Beast:"why"?

Me:"she'sbeenthroughalot,sheneedsabreak"

Beast:"sheneedsaman"

Me:"notNtando,he'sgonnacorruptumntana

wabantuadlalengaye.Yhuha.a"

Beast:"youneedtogivetheguyachance,he's

actuallyaniceguy"

Me:"urightmakabenicephakudeKuLibobaby"

Beast:"xaungamfunikuLibodoyouwanthimku

Evelyn"?

Me:"Evewho?"

Beast:"Lyn"

Me:"haytatakheyho"

Beast:"youdon'twantyoursistertogetthisgangsta

loveyoubeengettin'allthistime"?

Me:"Idon'tmindhergettingwhatevershe'sgetting

aslongasshe'snotgettingithere"



Beast:"heeeLuthando!SibongileLuthandoGwala!

Heee,awuqondakalikodwababy"

Me:"yeahwhateverasifebenovuyaatakatakeyenaif

IweretomarryumyenikaLwandounderany

circumstances.Besides,IhaveafeelingthatLwando

issomesortofgangstainhisownlane"

Beast:"haythatboyistoosoft"

Me:"he'sTitus'cousin,anythingispossible"

Beast:"noSimanewelelakhebuttheyhavegood

headsontheirnecks"

Me:"eitherway,andimkhuphiqhaqwaba"

Hechuckledaswestoodthereforawhilethen

decidedtogodownstairsandseewhatcanbe

preparedororganizedforthelunchsafikauFats

sezogqibaukwenzaiiplatters.

Beast:"AuntFats,yintonienokhawlezisekainanhour

orlessbesidestheseplatters"?



Fats:"saladsnegrilledchickenandsausage"

Beast:"okay,doyouneedhelp"?

Fats:"hayudiniweuS'bongilemakahlalephantsi

zingekadumbhiiinyawozakhe,I'lltrytobefast"

Beast:"bayisixoouncleabalaphasisFats"

Fats:"uLwandisoisgrillingthemeatformeonthe

gashobalready"

Beast:"ohhaike,izababy"

Me:"Ineedjuicekqala"

Beast:"ambohlalaphantsindizakuphathela"

Hewasfeelingguilty.Again.Nqabaonlyactsoutof

theordinarywhenhe'strynaeasehisguiltandhe

hadtobeguiltyno!We'retalkingaboutfakingdeath

here,death,mourning,burial...Yonkelorubbish

izoshyekaijongemnawhilehe'llbebusydrinking

fromthecalabashwithhisfatherinCongo.Nxau

Nqaba



Beast:"Anelisajustwalkedin"

Itriedmybesttocalmmyselfdown,Ihadtoholdit

together.Foreveryone'ssakeIhadtohavetheupper

handofthisordealandIcouldonlyachievethatifI

couldhaveaclearmind.

Lisa:"nkqomolweni"

Me:"izaelounge"

Iheardherheel...Mh,iitips ‍♀shegreeted

wanikwaIjuicesancokolanje.Herdaughterwalked

infromtheswimmingpool

Sino:"mamaakakafikiuAnelisa"?

Me:"izababynanku"



Sherantothelounge,huggedhermotherbancokola

yangathiasikho.Anelisatoldhertogoandchange,I

askedAnelisatohelpmesetupthetableatthe

dininghall.Iwantedtobealonewithhersoassoon

aswewalkedintheroom,Ishutthedoors.

Me:"uqalaniniespan"?

Lisa:"Monday,"

Me:"areyounervous"?

Lisa:"alothey,butI'mgladI'llbenearuSinongoku"

Me:"yeahneh"

Webothwentsilent...

Me:"Anelisa"

Lisa:"mh"?

Me:"there'snorightwaytosaythisbutI'llsayit

anyway"



Lisa:"oh-kay"

Me:"weknowaboutSino'spaternity"

Lisa:"oh...isthatwhyyoucalledmeover"?

Me:"partlyyes.Youdon'tseemtobe

shocked,uyamazingubaniutatakhe"?

Shesatdown..

Lisa:"yeah...NguRanger"

Me:"uRangerlouyirighthandmanKaBeast"?

Lisa:"yep,thatRanger"

Ogqibawapholaumntu.

[10/11,19:45]‪+27730692704‬:#489

Isatdown...

Ineededaminutetoprocessallofthis:



Me:"soletmegetthisstraight:youdatedNqaba

whiledatingRangerogqibawamithelau

Ranger,wondlisauNqaba"?

Lisa:"yes"

Me:"areyouevenlisteningtoyourself"?

Lisa:"lookIhadmyreasonsokay?Youdon'tneedto

judgeme"

Me:"IcanjudgeyouifIwanttobecausewandinyela

aphauqalakwamuthandananoNqaba,

waqhubekekasendikukhuliselaumntanakantiall

alongyouknewverywellthatheain'tthefather?

Whatkindacrueltyisthat"?

Lisa:"Iwantedabetterlifeformychildandneither

Rangerormnacouldofferherthat,anylogical

motherwoulddoanythingforumntanakhe"

Me:"you'relivinginanotherworldshame.Ukwenye

njeilevel"



Wathula...Chumawalkedinandaskedifasifuni

ncedonaIaskedhertogocheckwithFatimainthe

kitchen.WhenIwasdoneIleftAnelisaandwentto

getsomeair,somehowhercalmnessirritatedthe

shitouttame.Shehadnoremorsewhatsoever

Beast:"uyakukhangelauSoso"

Me:"mh"?

Beast:"what'sonyourmind"?

Me:"yousaidsomethingaboutSoso"

Beast:"he'slookingforyou"

Me:"phi"?

Beast:"youlookdistracted"

Me:"itsnothing,let'sgocheckifFatsakakagqibina"

Hetookmyhandsangena,Ghostwasplayinginthe

loungewithUbandimvenjengentsinicaba

bayanyumbazana.



Me:"kasangxoliuUbawabantu"

Uba:"mamam,wam'boutataKaUveyan'umbazau

Ubawakho"?

Me:"mnyumbazenawekalok"

Uba:"an'kwazinje"

Me:"haike"

Weleftandheadedtothediningroomforthe

lunch,theotherswerealreadyseated...

Soso:"yhuuyanqabakwakho"

Me:"ufunantonikumekhonauBhutNqaba"?

Soso:"ndizoncokolantoninayekanene"?

Me:"we'reone.Whateveryoucansaytome,I'msure

youcansayittohim"

Helookedatmyhusband...



Soso:"whathaveyoudonetoher"?

Beast:"leavemeoutofit"

Soso:"mk"

Everyonegatheredkwatyiwakwa

mnandi,Ranger,Marcandotherswereheretoosince

theywerealreadyaphaendlini.Ikeptglancingat

Anelisawaveepholekwelicalalizaumoyaumntana

KaBonginkosi,Ifeltlikendimngokulowho'sbeen

two-timingNqaba.Ifeltguiltyjustforknowingthat

wenziwamuncukwanguRanger,BUT,apartofme

wantedtobelievethathealsoknew.Iremember

therewasatimehetoldmethatheknowsallof

them,whattheyarecapableofandwhatthey'ddo

undercertaincircumstances.Butthen,Ialsoknew

thathecanbeblindedby"loyalty"asfakeasitwas.

HeneversawXandGuddauntilIexposedthem,he

wasjusttoodamntrusting...NangokuIfeltlikeall

theseyearsRangerusedloyaltyasafront

kumanyundululuawenzayobehindhisbossesbacks.



RHAamadodazizinjaenyanisweni...

AfterthelunchNqabaaskedtheotherpeopleto

excuseuskwashiyekathina:Nqaba,me,Chuma,

Ntando,andAnelisa.Thenalldoorswere

closed,eventhekidsweresentout.

Beast:"okaywedon'thavemuchtimesoI'dpropose

wegostraighttothebusinessofnow"

Chuma:"please"

Beast:"we'dliketoknownjengokubakqalaunyaka

whatareyourplansngabantwanabenu"?

Ghost:"whatdoyoumean"?

Me:"uyabuzaukubakwibudgetsneresolutionszenu

zalonyakabandawoniabantwanabenu"?

Ghost:"oh..."

Chuma:"IuhmIguessthat'smyplacetoanswer:

mnaandikaphangelintoiqinileyobutIcouldafford

totakecareofuOwe,ingxakiendinayokekuye

akazifuniiipublicschools,publichealthfacilitiesne

publictransportandthat'sthebestIcanaffordright



now"

Ghost:"Ihadawordwithhim,hedoesn'tseemlike

uyafunaukuhambaapha"

Beast:"youhadawordwithhimwhen"?

Ghost:"atthegarden,bendimbawelamnasinceI

haven'tbeenthereallhischildhoodbutIwouldn't

liketotakehimagainsthiswill.Idon'twanthimto

resentmengomsusakwindawoonwabekuyo"

Me:"sohowdoyouplanonbeingpartofhislife

movingforward"?

Ghost:"Icantakehimonholidays,visithimevery

otherweekend"

Chuma:"Icanassistinbuyinghisschoolstationary

fortheyearbecauseIknowIwon'tbeabletopayhis

schoolfeesnobasendithanda"

Me:"that'salreadytakencareof,butthankyoufor

considering"

Chuma:"ohthankyou"



Beast:"Anelisa"?

Lisa:"mh"?

Beast:"akhontoubawelaukuyithetha"?

Lisa:"regarding"?

Sajonganasonke inmymindIkeptthinkingbau

rightlosisibethuna?Like,usaphilileaphentloko?

Beast:"what'syourplanngomntanawakho

kulonyaka"?

Lisa:"plannjanikanene"?

Me:"imenjaniibudgetyakhoneresolutionszakho

kulonakaconcerningyourdaughter"?

Lisa:"I'llbuyherstationeryopeyakwamifthat's

whatyou'rereferringto"

Me:"that'spartofwhatwe'rereferringto"

Lisa:"whatareyoureferringtokeentirely"?

Me:"yhooThixo"!



Chuma:"they'reaskingifawubaweliumthathauSino

uyohlalanaye"?

Lisa:"ha.asisiyhu"

Me:"awubaweli"?

Lisa:"ha.aTrinaandibaweli,ngokundandibawela

zangenivumengayesokhanibenimgcina"

Beast:"simgcinauntilwhen"?

Lisa:"untilI'mreadytolivewithher"

Me:"butuyaphangela,you'vegotaplacetoliveanda

car.Whatelsedoyouneed"?

Lisa:"IknowwhatIhavebutthatdoesn'tmeanI'm

stable,IneedtobeconvincedofmystabilitybeforeI

canbringmydaughterout"

Beast:"soucingaukwenzanjani"?

Lisa:"ngantoni"?

Ghost:"ngodlalaindimayakhoasumzaliKa

Sino,nokoI'dliketothinkwecanallagreeu

Luthandonomamahavedoneenough"

Lisa:"wellIdon'tknowaphoadingakhona



uncedo,butasIsaidbeforeIcanbuyherschool

uniformandstationary.That'sallIcanofferright

now"

Heeendayijongalentombi,Iwasslowlygrowing

backthehatredIhadtowardsher.Ungcolileman.

Beast:"wow"!

Lisa:"haysukuthiwow,Icametoyouaskingformy

daughterlastyearawavumanalomkakho,Itriedto

convinceyourmomtotalktoyou,ItriedSinonothing

worked.IknewthenthatIcouldafford

her,andizokwazikeutsibaxakutshoninasoplease

bemyguestsandcontinuedoingthegreatjoby'all

havebeendoing.I'mnotgonnasithereandpretend

likeI'mgonnabethereonherfirstnetballorhockey

matchbecauseIknowIwon't,Idon'thavethattime

rightnow.Iseriouslyneedaclearheadcozndisafika

nakulomsebenzi"



Ilookedatmyhusband,heshookhisheadandwent

tofetchthekidswabuyanabowavalaucango.

Beast:"bafothethanoOwe"

GhostlookedatChumathenclearedhisthroat.

Ghost:"boyboy"

Owe:"dad"

Ghost:"utatakhonomamakhocalledushereforus

todiscussourinvolvementinyourlifegoing

forward"

Owe:"okay"

Ghost:"somnanoChumadeliberatedonthe

conversationwehadinthegardenanddecidedthat

we'llletyoustayhereifthat'swhatyoustillwant,but

we'llmakeanefforttocomeseeyouandmna

personallyI'dlikeyoutovisitmengeholidays"

Owe:"sotatayou'reokaywiththat"?

Beast:"ewendoda"



Owe:"great,thankyoudad"

Chuma:"mnaI'dliketolivewithyoubutuyayaziinto

esixabanisayo"

Owelaughed...

Beast:"akhontoufunaukuyithethawenakuboOwe"?

Owe:"uChumatataufunandiyofundakwipublic

school?Haysorryshame"

Chuma:"someofusneverhadtheprivilegesyou

have,safundakwezopublicschoolsandherewe

are"

Ghost:"ifufunauhlalanoChumasingayenzaiplan"

Owe:"nothanks,Ihavethoseprivilegesrighthereso

whyshouldIlivelikeIdon't,ifumamanotatadon't

mindthenI'mcoolrighthere."

Ghost:"somnanawekesiyaqalisangaleholidayKa

March"?

Owe:"IthinkweshouldscheduleJune"



Ghost:"haibowhy"?

Owe:"someprivateschoolshavecampsngoMarch,

andndiyinqunquso..."

Ghost:"okaydeal"

Owe:"deal"

BeastsentOweandhisparentsout,sendingGhost

tocallRangersajongananoAnelisa.

Me:"uyaphiuRangerbabe"?

Beast:"Ineedhimforsomething"

Me:"oh"

Rangerwalkedinandstoodbythedoor.

Ranger:"bigguy"

Beast:"hlalaphantsi"



Ranger:"lemmeinformThrill,ikhonaenyintoebesi

busyyiyo"

Beast:"hlalaphantsiRanger"

Hesatdown.

Mh,iknewkushubile.

Beast:"meetyourdaughter,SinothandoNtabeni.

Sino,nankuutatakho"

Kwathicwaka...youcouldhearthefallofapin.
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AtfirstmymindthoughtofuSinobutthenagain,I

askedNqabatotalktoherbeforethismomentandI

wasn'treallysurewhathetoldherwhentheyspoke

aboutAnelisa'sarrival.Bendingekho.SoIdecidedto

takeabackseatthistimearound,tyhiniugezileu

Anelisangomzuzwanaefikileapha.



Beast:"Iguessy'allneedamoment,masambe

Luthando"

Iattemptedtogetup...

Ranger:"whatdoyoumeanSinoismychildtaBeast"?

Sino:"whatdoyoumeanhe'smyfather"?

Beast:"besithethilenjeSinophezolo"

Sino:"haydaddylookathim,he'snotmyfather.And

youneversaidhe'smyfather"

Ranger:"Bigguy"?

Sino:"butdaddyyou'vealwaysbeenmydadnje,why

wouldyourfriendbemyfather"?

Ranger:"taBeastwhatexactlyisgoingonhere"?

Sino:"andinatataunjemnadaddy,whyareyousaying

thisguyismydadwhenweallknowyou'remydad?

Lookathim"?



Ranger:"GrootmanIknowthisisadifficulttimefor

youandyourfamilybutIdon'tthinkwhatyou're

doingisfair,especiallytoSino"

Sino:"Anelisatelldaddyhe'smyfather"

Ranger:"relaxSino,I'msureyourdadismistaken.

Therehastobeamistake"

Nqabalookedatme,okoebendijongengokoebethe

masambesoIfiguredufunasihambenyhani.I

sighedandgotupandwalkedtothedoor,he

followed...

Sino:"mamawhatisgoingon"?

Webothstoppedandturnedtofacethem.

Me:"IthinkAnelisaistheonlypersonwhocangive

youananswertothatquestionmntanam"

Lisa:"whyme?I'mnottheonewhotoldherandingo

tatakhe.Imaginecallingyourselfafatherbutyou



allowyourbruisesegotocloudyour

judgement,khonbaubungengotatakheisthathow

youbreaksuchnewsemntaneni"?

Hubbypulledhischairandgavemetosit.

Nqaba:"hlalaaphaLuu,Sinopleasegiveusa

momentprincess"

WaphumauSinothenhesatontheedgeofthe

tablelookingatthefarendoftheroom,reminiscing...

Nqaba:"rememberwhenIfirstwenttomeetLegend

inDurban,leavingyouattheflatinCapeTown

Ranger"?

Ranger:"eweGrootman"

Nqaba:"youthrewapartyifyouremembercarefully,

Anelisaandherfriendswerethere.WhenIleftFriday

nightItoldyouI'llbebackMondaymorningbutI



actuallyreturnedSundaymorning"

Ranger:"butnothinghappenedthere,whenyoucame

tothehousewafikasekucleannawe"

Beast:"youmeanwhenIcametothehouse

Monday,butnotwhenIcametothehousethatsame

Sundayendafikangawo"

Ranger:"haytaBeastwayaMondayeflattini"

Beast:"ndayaSunday,callGuddaandaskhim

ndandihambanayenoX"

Ranger:"andikhumbulitu"

Beast:"youweretoodrunktoremember,whenIgot

tothemainbedroomyoutwowereinbedtogether.

Naked.Buttherewasaboxofunusedcondomsnext

tothebedsoIfiguredyoudidn'tusethembutI

couldsmellthestenchofsexandalcoholinthat

room"

Rangerwathulakengoku...



Beast:"ItookiwatchKaAnelisasanishiya

nisatiphile"

Lisa:"soyoutookmywatch?"

Beast:"yeah,youwouldn'thavebelievedmeifItold

youunlessIhadproof.Right"?

Cwaka...

Beast:"butaccordingtomycountingthat'snotwhen

Sinowasconceived,ifezalecturezaseDamelin

ziyakwaziufundisathenSinowasconceivedin

Maputo.PhikisaAnelisa"

Cwaka...

Beast:"Iwatchedthetwoofyouthewholenight

whenwewerehavingacelebratoryparty,thenpha

ngepastoneinthemorningnanyamalalanobabini.I

sentsomeonetolookforyoubecauseIneededto



besureI'mnotbeingparanoid,thereportbackcame

soIwenttocheckformyselfandIdid"

Lisa:"usentsominikodwawenashame,lontoke

undenzelaiworry"

Beast:"really"?

Lisa:"cummonnow,allofusinthisroomknow

you,youwouldn'thaveknownwhatyouthinkyou

knowforalltheseyearssogqibaungenzintongalo

nto"

Hechuckled...IlookedatRanger,hewassweating

profusely.Maybeherealizedthatalltheseyearshe

thoughthewasplayingBeast,Beastwasactually

playinghim.

Beast:"youthinkyouknowme,that'syourproblem.

LetmegiveyouaclearideathatIknew:thatnight

youwerewearingthegoldglitterydressyoubought

onlinewithmatchingshoes"

Lisa:"so?Thatdoesn'tproveanything"



Beast:"thebedy'allhadsexonhadpurpleduvet

coverwithtwocerisepinksmallpillowsandbrown

bigteddybear"

Lisa:"mnkmnklontouyasebenzalomntowaku

research'elayo"

Beast:"thatnightyoulostoneoftheearringsyou

boughtinAbuja.Nali"

Heremovedanearringfromhispocket,Inowsensed

fearinAnelisa'seyes.Thiswholethingjustgaveme

anotherviewontheguyIcallmyhusband,

uyamolulelaumntuintamboadeabengathiumuncu.

He'ssodamncalculative,he'sbeenkeepingyonke

lentoinhisheart.Alltheseyears?Yhumnk.

Beast:"justsowe'reclear,lastyearIdidn'twanna

giveyouuSinobecauseofyourrecklessnessand

childishbehavior.Itdidn'thelpthatIknewutatakhe

yirubbishnjeyomntuengazaziyoinabantwana

abangaphiaphaebomini.Nankuamdimhlebi,how

manytimeshaveIsavedyoufromthelionsteeth



Ranger?HowmanytimeshaveIsentyoutorehab?

Uphindeubuyelekumndikunikeispansakho?Have

youeveraskedyourselfwhyI'vealwayskeptyou

rightnexttome?WhyIcheckonyoumorethanI

checkontherestofthecrew?Becauseyou'rea

fuckendangertoyourself,butthathasneverstopped

mefromtreatingyoulikemybrotherthoughevery

chanceyougotyoudidyourbesttorunafterwhatis

mine.AwoneliRangerokwehagu,awoneli.Iknow

youmadeadvancesnakuSibongilebutIdecidedto

watchandseebecausekuyoyonkelekaka

undenzelayonaIknowyouhavenobody.Sino

deservesbetterthanthetwoofyou.OhAnelisa,this

sisterlyrelationshipyouhavewithmywife.Good

luckwiththatbaitstillexistsbecausethoughshe

wasfinallygivingyouachance,uyichamelengoku."

Hetookhiphones...

Beast:"Ulileogqibakwakhouyogqibezelalanto

ubuyenzaphaRangerayizozigqibezelaandIdon't



havemuchtime"

Thenhegotoffthetabletakingmyhandsaphuma,I

wentstraighttomyroom.Hefollowedwafika

wapakisha,Ijustkeptquietndangqengqanjelooking

upattheceiling.YazndibusyndithiuAnelisaison

anotherlevel?NqabayomziLuthandoGwalaison

thehighestlevel ubhabhaemafininankuumntu.

Whenhewasdonepackinghewentout,returned

withthetwinsandputthemnexttonesoIsatup.

Uvalolwamlwabethelaphezulwana hesatnext

touslookingatme.

Beast:"I'mgoing"

Ifeltateartricklingdown

Beast:"Marc,KuhlenoSihlewillbehereforthisweek

bagodukengeweekendthenyou'llbeleftwith

FatimaandTitus."



Iclosedmyeyes...

Beast:"Bulletwillbeheretoototransportthekidsto

school,here'smybankcardincaseyouneed

anything"

Ibreathedandcleanedmyselfup,hewaitedforme

tocalmdown.

Beast:"come,let'spray"

Iheldhishand,thefourofusjoinedhandsand

prayed.Whenweweredonehehuggedbothhis

sonsfirst,thenme.

Me:"I'mgonnamissyou"



Hebrokethehug,wekissedforawholeminutethen

hetookhisbagandwalkedout.Icriedsilently

lookingatthedoor,myfearwasn'thimbeingaway

fromusbutwhatwouldhappentousinhisabsence.

HekeptonsayingIshouldbestrong,whatdidhe

knowthatIdidn'tknow?
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Mychildrenwatchedmecrying,Ubacametokissme

whileUvetriedwipingthetearsoffmyface.

Me:"anifunulala"?

Uve:"solalanawe"?

Me:"ewe,izandoda"

WecuddledasIhummedalullabyforthemtosleep.

WhenIwassurebaleleIleftthemandwent

downstairsndafikabemnkilebonkeabantubesides

Kuhle,Sihle,Chuma,AnelisaandSoso.Fatimawas



cleaningthekitchen,Ijustwantedapieceofcake

withlotsofcustard comfortfoods.Icutmyselfa

thickslice,pouredthecustardandwentouttositby

thepoolsidedippingmyfeetinthewater.Anelisa

followedmewahlalaphantsi...

Lisa:"canwetalk"?

Iplainlyignoredher.

Lisa:"soizothiniintonowthaty'allknowSino's

identity"?

Iatemycake...

Ihadseriousproblemstodealwiththantoentertain

herstupidselfishass.

Lisa:"haikexaungafuniukuthethanamI'llbeonmy

waykukhonaaphondileqakhona,whenyou've



decidedonanythingyouhavemynumberuyawske

undifounele"

Butshehasanerve ,sheleft.

ThreeweeksafterbaehadgonehomeIwokeupto

assistthekidsastheywerepreparingfor

school,Fatshadpreparedbreakfastandlunchboxes.

Iwasbusydressingupthetwinsonmybedwhile

listeningtoMorningLivenewsinourbedroomTV.

Uba:"hankutatakhoMamam"!

HesaidthatpointingattheTVsoIturnedand

looked,asIlistenedIheardthenewsI'vebeen

dreadingallalong:"Amanwell-knownbythename

BeastinthedarkstreetsofCapeTownwasreported

assassinatedontheboardersofSouthAfrica

crossingovertoZimbabwe,wearestilltryingto

reachhisfamily"



NowthemostconfusingpartformewasIdidn't

knowwhetherthemanonthescreenwasBeastor

Ghost,Ireallycouldn'ttellwhoitwasbetweenthe

two.OntopofthatIdidn'tknowhowtofeel,whether

Iwassad,angryorconfused.Myfearthatmoment

wasseeingpeoplewhoknowhimandhavingto

answertheirquestionsemvakwayoyonkelonto

"avukeekufeni"umnyenam?HowdoIanswertothat?

Mxm.Whatifhismothersawthat?Ndizothinimna?

Uba:"uphiutatakho"?

Me:"he'satwork"

Uba:"mbonilephautatakho"?

Me:"mh.mh"

Uba:"mmh"



AftertheyweredoneItookthemdownstairs

nabatyisa,SinowasalreadyeatingbutIdidn'tsee

Owekodwakeandambuza.Iwastryingsohardnot

toallowwhatIheardonthenewstoaffectme:itis

afterall,fakedeath.Right?Bulletknockedand

walkedin,whenthetwinsweredoneIleftthemwith

himndayothathaoobhakababointhekitchen.I

checkedfortheirdiarybooks,lunchboxesandan

extrapairoftrouserseach,justincase.IgaveBullet

thebags,Ikissedbothofthemthenwabafunqula

baphuma.

Me:"Sinocallyourbrothernizobalate"

Sino:"okaymama"

Sheputherbowlinthesinkandrantocall

Owentando,Iwentbacktobed.Ilayontopofthe

coverswithmyeyesclosed,somehowshitjustgot

real.Myhearthadsunktothedeeperends,Ifelt

heavinessallaroundmebecauseIknewthatnow

wasthebeginningofadarkroadahead.Myphone



rang...

Me:"low"?

Eve:"didyouwatchthenewsthismorning"?

Me:"why"?

Eve:"yourhusbandhasbeenreporteduhm,dead"

Ikeptquiet

I'mnotsupposedtoletanyoneknowthathe'snot

actuallydead,Ididn'tknowwhattosaytoher.

Eve:"Trina"

Me:"hm"?

Eve:"isthistrue?Howareyouholdingup"?

Me:"I'mokay"

Eve:"yhoI'mstillshockedhey,I'llcomebymaybe

nextweek"



Me:"itsokayEve,we'regood.There'snoneedforyou

tocomeover"

Eve:"youcannotbealoneatatimelikethis"

Me:"I'mnotalone,don'tworryaboutme.I'mokay"

Eve:"youdon'tsoundokayandyouarenotexpected

tobeokay.LookIknowwedidn'tpartongoodterms

butwe'restillfamilyandwehavetobetherefor

eachother.Especiallynow"

Isighed ‍♀howdoyoubeginexplainingthis?

Me:"thankyouforyoursupportIappreciateitforreal

butIdon'tfeellikehavingpeoplearoundrightnow,

please.WhenIneedyou,I'llcallyou"

Eve:"okaythen,Iwon'tforceyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Wehungup.



Igotunderthecoversandturnedoffallthephones

nexttome,Icoveredmyheadndalalayetagain.I

wasn'treadytofacetheworld....

AftertwohoursofundisturbedsleepIlayonthat

bedawake,whenIsuddenlyrememberedthatmy

boutiquehadnomanagersinceItookLiboto

Jo'burg Ijumpedoutofbedandwenttobath.I

couldn'treallyweara"suit"oranythinglikethatsoI

justworeamaroonpencilskirt,matchingshoesand

bagwithawhitesleevelesspeplumjacket.Iturned

onmyphonesasIputtheminsidethebagandwent

downthestairs,Igrabbedanapplewithabottleof

waterandmycarkeysndaphuma.AsIstartedmy

carSihleranaftermesoIloweredthewindow

Sihle:"needacompanion"?

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dbeinDurbanalready"

Sihle:"uhambeyedwauKay"

Me:"oh,who'sattendingtobusinesswhenyou're



here"?

Sihle:"he'llcallmewhenheneedsme,andSosoisat

worksondingakukhapha"

Me:"getin"

Hegotinsahamba.Iknewhe'sonlyherebecausehe

wannacheckonmeandthekidswhenLwandisois

atwork,hedidn'tknowwhathewasinfor Iwas

gonnagivehimthewholelotofpaperworkofika

kwethuaphosiyakhona.Iparkedmycarsaphuma

andwalkedin,wentstraighttotheofficeandused

thekeyLiboleftwithmewhenhewasatmyhouse.

Sihle:"thisplacelooksneat"

Me:"anddusty"

Sihle:"didyoushareitwithLibo"?

Me:"no,shehadherownofficesidlulekuyoonour

wayhere"



Weopenedthewindows,sweptanddustedoffthe

furniturethenhesatdownandwaitedformewhileI

wenttocollectsomefilesfromLibo'soffice.

AkazohambanjeekalokuuSihle,Iputthefilesin

frontofhimandsatdowntomakeacoupleofcalls.

YazkuyoyonkeintoeyenzekabetweenEveandI,I

initiallywantedhertomanagethisbusinessbecause

Ibelievedit'dbebettertohirefromfamilythanto

startumntuomtshathatI'dstillhavetostudy,learn

andtrust.Butke ‍♀rightnowIdidn'ttrust

her,I'dratherapproachhiringagenciesthantooffer

herthejob.Rather.

Afterworkingforaboutsixhoursweheadedhome,I

knewthekidswouldbehomealreadybythetime

wegotback.Wedroveinsilenceforawhile,wellin

silenceuntiluncleSish'lespokeup

Sihle:"Iguessyouwatchedthenewsthismorning"

Me:"I'drathernottalkaboutthat"

Sihle:"forwhatitsworth,I'msorry"



Me:"haveyouspokentohim"?

Sihle:"no,apparentlywe'renotsupposedto"

Me:"hasanyonespokentohim"?

Sihle:"notthatIheardof,uthekuthihe'llcalluswhen

thingsareclear"

Me:"mnk"

Idroveintomydrivewayandturnedofftheignition.

Hegotoff,Istayedinthereandtriedcallinghimand

allhisnumbershadthesameresponse:thenumber

youhavedialeddoesnotexist,pleasecheckthe

numberanddialagain.Igaveupndangenaendlini,

UvecamerunningtomesoIpickedhimupandwe

wenttotheloungewhereSosowashelpingthe

otherkidswithhomework

Uve:"ubuyilemamakhoUba"

Me:"molweni"



Bavumaandreturnedtowhattheyweredoing,Iwent

upstairsandranmyselfabubblebath.Thiswasone

ofthosemomentsI'dneedtosoakinwithaglassof

redwinebutI'vebeenabstainingfromiteversince

thepregnancynewsandI'vebeendisciplineaboutit.

Iwentbackdownstairstofetchchocolatefromthe

fridgethenIwenttosoakmyselfinthewarm

bubbles.

OnemonthafterHubby'sdepartureweseemedtobe

doingjustfineuntiloneweekintothesecondmonth

whenIwokeupintheweehoursofthemorningwith

severepainsonmyribcage.Isatuprubbingthat

areaforaboutanhourthenwhenIfeltabitof

changeIwentdownstairstohaveabottleof

water,onlytofindmyhouseraidedbyamixtureof

colouredAfricanmen.

Karoo:"Ah!MevrouBeast.Goeiemoré"

Ilookedatthewallclockabovethekitchensink:



02:46amndatshondanovalokengoku.

Me:"whoareyou,whatdoyouwanthere?Wait,how

didyouevengetin"?

Helaughed..Terribly

Karoo:"lateksien:mynaamisKaroo,eksoekjou

man,enIhavemywaysyouknow.Ekisnetwatdie

Cosamensecall"Mavulakhuvaliwe"

Me:"mh,jysoekmyman?Waaroor"?

Karoo:"tisiejoubesighuidnie"

Me:"sêdiemandatstaanondermyroof,inmyhuis"

Isawabitofirritationcreepingontohisface...

Karoo:"ekwouniejoulifedifficultmaaknie,justsê

virmywaarjoumanis"



Me:"myguessisasgoodasyours"

Karoo:"ekhettietydievirgamesnie,sêvirmynetwat

ekbesoekaanjou"

Me:"soyoudon'twatchnews,Karoo"?

Karoo:"Idon'tbelievethatshit,Beasthasalwayshad

amottothat:Beastsdon'tdie.Youcan'texpectme

tojustbelievecrappyjournalism"

Me:"whatyoubelieveordon'tbelieveisnoneofmy

business"

Karoo:"mh,I'mabouttomakeityourbusiness"
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Abouteightoftheothermencameforth.

Karoo:"youseethesemen,theyarereadytoraidthe

restofyourhouse..."



Me:"andI'msupposedtostopthem"?

Karoo:"that'snoneofmybusiness,butwhatIknowis

thattheydestroywhatevertheyfindsoifyoulet

themgoupthereIwon'tberesponsibleforwhatever

theydo"

Myfirstthoughtwas:abantwanabam!!!!

Iturnedandranupthestairs...

Karoo:"youonlyhavefiveminutesmissie"

...bumpingontoasleepySosoformethosefive

minuteswereenough.

Soso:"dudeubalekantoni"?

Me:"wakeSihleup,takethekidstoFats'cottageat

theback"



Soso:"huh"?

IslappedhimawakewothukaandIcouldseeabitof

angerandconfusioninhiseyes.

Me:"takethekidstoFatscottageusingtheback

door,rightnowSoso"

Soso:"okay...Butwhy"?

Webothranoppositesidesofthehouse,Iwentto

wakeSihleupwavukainasec...

Sihle:"what'sup"?

Me:"thereareintrudersinthehouse"

Hejoltedupandstartedgettingdressed.

Me:"followSosoandtakethekids,theirschoolbooks



andeverythingout"

Sihle:"kwenzekantoni"?

Me:"tyhiniSihlebo!Really,usabuza"?

Ilefthimesalibelekunambuzaandwenttomy

room,tookanythingandeverythingIthoughtI'd

need,especiallythosethatwereofutmost

importanceandthatIcouldcarrygqibandaphuma.I

hadtomakesuremykidswereoutofthathouseso

againIwentandcheckedalltheirroomsthenIwent

downstairs

Karoo:"thatwasfast,youstillhaveaminuteleft

though"

Me:"good"

Itookbothmycarkeysandpackedezantointomy

trunk,wenttothebackandtoldSihleandSosoto

packwhatevertheyhadtakenoutintobothmycars.

SomehowBulletwasnotaroundbutIcouldn'tfocus



onthat,Ihadbiggerproblems.

Owe:"mamawhat'sgoingon"?

Me:"I'mnotsuremntanam,khanihlaleaphafornow.

I'llberightback"

IwenttofindSoso,Ididn'tfeelcomfortablesleeping

therestofthehoursinthishouse.Sosowasnot

whereIthoughthe'dbesoIwentbackinsidethe

houseandfoundKaroointheloungeeatinganapple

withanokapi

Me:"foundwhatyou'relookingfor"?

Karoo:"that'snoneofyourbusiness"

Me:"inwho'shouse"?

Karoo:"inthenextthreehoursthere'llbenohouseto

claim,trustme"

Me:"you'reacowardthough"



Karoo:"fuckoff"

Me:"youknewexactlywhereBeastlivedbutyou

waitedtillyouheardonthenewsthathe'snomore

nowyoushowyourfaceatthistime?Wow"

Hechuckled...

Isnorted...

Karoo:"ekspeeliegamesniemissiesoeksal'iejou

entertainie"

Me:"really"?

Karoo:"HEYMANFOKKOFJOUMASEPOES"!!!!

Igotshook

Iwentbacktomyroomandfounditscattered,I

openedthesafeandtookeverythingthatwasin

there.Ididn'twannagotothebasementjustincase

someonefollowsmeinthere...



Soinsteadndaphuma,tookmyphonefromthecar

andtriedcallingMarcusoutofdesperationand

luckilyhepickedup

Marc:"lilsis"

Ihadalumpinmythroat,butIwasn'tabouttocry.

Mybabiesneededmetobestrong,nananeeded

mommytobestrong,daddyactuallyprayedforwifey

tobestrong.SoIkindafeltitwastooearlytobreak

downrightnow,therewasstillaheavyroadahead

whetherIlikedtoadmititornot.

Me:"Ineedyou"

Marc:"watgaanaan"?

Me:"someKaroohasjustinvadedmyhouse"

Marc:"shit!WherethefuckisBullet"?

Me:"ekweetnie"



Hewentsilentforaverylooooongminute

Me:"Marcus"?

Marc:"okaycalmdown...Look,Trytogetoutofthere

asfastaspossible"

Me:"Marcusdidyouseethetime"?

Marc:"TrinaliqueSmithgetthefuckoutofthereright

now"

Me:"hayhaydon'tyoudarefuckenraiseyourvoiceat

me,whereamIsupposedtogometkinders?Its

fuckenthreeinthemorningforgoodnesssake"

Marc:"Idon'tknow,Idon'tcarejustgetthefuckout

ofthererightnow,thatniggaisfuckedup.Ifhe

doesn'tfindwhathe'slookingforhe'llburnthat

fuckenhousedown"

Ingqondoyamyashushu...

Ididn'tevenhangup,IwenttotellFatsathathe



abantwanabangenekwiRangeRoverndamncedisa

ngomnyeumntanaandthelittleoneswerefast

asleep,includingSino.Owentandowaswideawake.

Soso:"I'lltaketheRange,youtaketheJaguar"

Me:"siyaphiSoso"?

Soso:"we'llsee,fornowlet'sjustgetoutofthisplace.

Rightnow"

IthrewhimthekeysandgotinmycarwithSihle,

SosowaswithFatimaandallthekidssoheledthe

way.Wedrovearoundforanhourandallthistime

Sihlewasbusyonhisphone...Iwasgettingirritated

witheveryminutethatpassed.Ihissednowand

thenbutIdidn'twannatalk,lestIlashoutonSihle.

Unreasonably.

ThelastcallhemadewastoSosotellinghim

makajongetheGPScoordinateshehadjustsent

him,afterthatwedroveintoadecentlookinghouse



whichonecouldseethelightswereon,ayounglady

stoodoutsideaswedroveintotheyardandparked

outside.SihleandSosowentinsidethehousewith

herbakhebahlalamorethantwentyminutesthen

theycalledustogoinside,theyoungladytookthe

twinstoonebedroomthathadabouttwodouble

beds,SihlefollowedhercarryingSinowhileOwe

walkednexttomeasIalsofollowed.Ijustwanted

totucktheminandmakesuretheyareokay,yesI

couldn'tcontrolthesituationyetbutIhadtomake

suretheyarethesafest.OncethekidswereinbedI

wenttojointheotherpeopleinthesittingroom,my

headwasthrobbing.

Me:"who'shouseisthisguys"?

Soso:"andiyazimna"

Sihle:"afriendofmineownsit,that'shisgirlfriendle

isivuleleyobutI'lltrytofindsomethingmore

accommodativeforallofusksasaomnkakwa

bantwana"

Me:"bamnkabayaphi"?



Sihle:"school"

‍♀

Iexhaledslowly...Somethingfunnywashappening

withnanabutIdidn'twannaalarmthesetwoontop

ofwhatwe'regoingthroughsoIjusttookmyphone

andstartedsearchingforaplacetostay,probably

nearthekidsschoolbecauseandimaziloBulletuphi.

MarcuscalledjustasIhadjustfinishedbookinginto

abnbthatwastwoblocksawayfromtheschool...

Me:"boet"

Marc:"waarisjulle"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,talktoSihle"

IgaveSihlethephonendayongqengqakoUba,Ihad

minorpainsontheribcage.ThesamepainsIhad

whenIwokeuptofindKarooinsidemyhouse,Ilay

onmybackandstartedrubbingmybelly.Sihle



walkedinwithmyphone,Ilookedatthescreenand

Marcuswasstillontheline.

Me:"low"

Marc:"I'malreadyonmywayoverthererightnow"

Me:"mh"

Marc:"Justkeepstrongokay,thekidsneedyoutobe

strong"

Me:"mh"

Marc:"okay,seeyou"

Ijusthungup theonlythingonmymindwashow

doIprotectmykids,myselfandmyunbornchild.See

nowwhyIwantedabantutotaketheirchildren?IfI

hadUbaandUveonlyI'dbeonmywaytoEast

Londonalready,I'dbegoinghomewhereI'm

guaranteedsafetybutnowIcouldn'tjustupand

leavebecauseIhadteenagersthathadtobeat

schooleveryday.
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InthemorningYolanda(thegirlfriend)assistedme

inpreparingforthekids,MarcusarrivedasSihleand

Sosoweredrivingthekidsout.Ididn'tevenattendto

himIwaskindamentallypreoccupied,Iwenttobath

andonlyrealisedthatmomentthatItookeverything

besidesmychangingclothes Isatdownlotioning

thenIwrappedthegownIhadwornwhenwegot

herendayaeloungeandfoundmybrotherbusyin

histablet...

Me:"Ineedafavour"

Marc:"youdidn'tevengreetme"

Itotallyignoredhim

Me:"IneedtogotothehospitalrightnowandIdon't

havechangingclothes.Willyouhelpme"?



Helookedatmewithoutanswering,Itookmyphone

andcalledSoso.IfMarcuswantedustoplayhappy

familiesrightnowwasn'tthetimeforme,Iknew

deepdownthatifheforcedthesituationI'd

simultaneouslyventoffonhim.

Soso:"mntase"

Me:"doyouhavecashwithyou"?

Soso:"uhm...why"?

Me:"doyouhavecashwithyou"?

Soso:"yes,whydoyouask"?

Me:"plsbuymeamaxidressandsandalsubuye

nazokwamsinyaI'lldotherestngokwamandI'll

repayyouhere"

Soso:"sisezoyaeWalmersiyokhangelaindawo

yohlalasowewon'tbebackkwangoku,canitwait"?

Me:"no.Butyoucandropthesethingsoffonyour

waytoWalmersisendleleniitwon'ttakeyouoff-

route"



Soso:"mntasekalokusesimnkileeTownngoku,I'll

buythemonourwayback"

Ihungup...

Marc:"Trinayouneedtocalmdown"

Me:"I'mcalm"

Marc:"sitdown,drinktea.I'llgobuythesethingsfor

youjustgimmethenameoftheshop"

Iwenttomybagsandtookmoneyfrommywallet

ndabuyelakuyendamnika

Marc:"Ihavemyownmoney,keepit.You'llneedit"

Me:"kay"

Marc:"sowhereexactlyshouldIbuythesethings"?

Me:"Idon'treallycarejustgetmeadressandshoes

pleaseMarcusnobauyekwaPep"



Marc:"Pep"?

Ilookedathim,henodandgrabbedhiscarkeys

waphuma.Iwenttogetmyselfwateranddrank

threeglasses,thepainwasgettingtoosevere

Yola:"areyouokay"?

Me:"uhm,yeah"

Yola:"yousure"?

Inod...

Yola:"youcantalktome,Iknowyouarenotokay.

You'vebeenrubbingyourstomachoncountless

timesnow"

Isighed...

Me:"I'vebeenhavingstrangepainssincelastnight"



Yola:"areyoudueanytimesoon"?

Me:"ha.aI'mstillwellfaroff"

Yola:"youreallyneedtoseeadoctorthenitcouldbe

somethingserious"

Me:"yeahthat'swhatI'mplanningtodoonceMarc

returnscozandinampahlabesidesthisgownandthe

PJsIcamewithlastnight.Idon'tknowhowIforgot

myclothes"

Yola:"haibowhyungatsho?Awunodeuthenge

iimpahlaI'msuresiyanxibelanacomelookatmy

closet"

Ilookedatherwithoutmoving,I'mnotsurewhat

expressionIhadonmyface...

Yola:"Iknowwedon'tknoweachotherbutSihle's

friendisourfriendtoo.Ifyourbabyisindangerthen

youcan'tbewastingtimewaitingforyourbrotherto

bringyouclothes,whatifhegetsdelayed"?



Myeyesfelltotheground...

Yola:"ohIgetitnow...You'renottheborrowingtype"

Me:"whatistheborrowingtype"?

Yola:"thetypethatwearsotherpeople'sclothes"

Me:"wellIwon'tlie,I'venevertriedthat...I'msorry"

Yola:"lookIgrewupinthehoodwherewehelpone

anotherwithouthesitation,whenoneofusdon't

havewelendandnotjustclothesbuteverything.So

I'mguessingyouarenotfromthehood"

Me:"soyoumeantotellmejustbecause

andibolekangampahlakuwe...IjusttoldyouI've

nevertrieditbefore"

Yola:"cummonwoman,webothknowyou'renotfrom

thehood.Yonkintongawespellsthehighlife,even

yourkidsknowtheirstandardoflivelihoodIheard

y'allksasangokubebevasaandInoticedyourface

uponarrivalherelastnightbutkeubomibunjenasisi.

It'saturningwheel,uzigqibelauphezuluuzibonesele

uhambaucelaamalizo,itslifeanditslessonsnono"



Me:"Isee"

Yola:"Lindaubrotherwakhokesincemyclothes

aren'tgoodenoughforkodwaindluyendodayamis

goodenoughtocoveryourheads"

Oh-kay...

Iwasnowleftwonderingwherethespeechcame

from.Againshespokeup...Iwasstillindismay...

Yola:"ndikunikeintoyonxibauhambeuleqise

esibhedleleoruzolindaubrotherwakho"?

Me:"I'vesenthimalreadysoImightaswellwaitfor

him"

Yola:"mmh...AnywayasIsaidbeforeandI'mquite

sureutshonalaphakuweentlokoI'msuremy

clothesaren'tasgoodasyoursbutkesomeofus

aren'tthatprivilegedtohavethelifeyou

have,howeveryoumayhaveit.Weappreciatethe

littlethingsinlife"



Ismiledandwalkedaway...

Ihadto,itsherhouseIcouldn'tbrewupan

argumentfornonsensewhenIhaveamassive

possibilityofeitherloosingmyhouseormychildren.

IrealizedIcouldn'tuseNqaba'scardfor

withdrawals,thatwouldenablehisenemiesfast

trackingandwewouldbeingreaterdangerthanwe

alreadyarein.Icalledmymotherin-law

Ma:"hello"?

Me:"mama...Unjani"?

Ma:"ndiphililesisiunjaniwena?Banjaniabantwana"?

Me:"we'reokay"

Ma:"sisendleleniezaaphokemntanamweheard

aboutyourhusbandbutdecidedtocometoyou

singabesikuhluphangokufounela"

Me:"uhm,nisendleleniezaaphaeBhayi"?

Ma:"eweqhaasikaphumiaphaeMontisisalinde

ubhutana(malume)"



Ihadtothinkfast...theycannotcomeherengoku

Me:"heeeyazmamasisendleleniezaapho"

Ma:"nguwenabani"?

Me:"namawele"

Ma:"oohokayke,I'lltellooNoxoloke"

Me:"okayma"

Wehungup...

NowIhadtogotoEastLondontonight,ifIhad

allowedthemtocomehereI'dbeputtingtheirlives

atrisk...notthatthey'reanysaferkwaphayaeMonti.

IdialedAnelisa...

Lisa:"S'bongile"

Me:"canyoutalk"?

Lisa:"I'monteasomakeitquick"

teatimekungekabethino10amloh"?



Me:"IneedyoutofetchSinofromschoolandstay

withherforawhile"

Lisa:"uqalanini"?

Me:"thisafternoon"

Lisa:"Ihavepla-"

Me:"Idon'tgiveafuckwhatplansyouhaveAnelisa

butI'mtellingyoutofetchyourdaughterfrom

schoolat15:30,I'llsendsomeonetodeliverher

clotheseithertoyourworkoratyourflat"

ThenIhungup

Marcusknocked,Iopenedandtooktheshopping

bag,thankedhimthenndanxiba.Ipackedeverything

intothebags,cleanedtheroomthenItookthebags

thathadimportantdocumentsndayozifakakwi

Jaguar,followedwiththetwinsbagsthenIgave

MarcibagKaOwenekaSinoheputtheminhiscar

ashewalkedmeout.Anelisasentmeatextwithher

address,iforwardedittoMarc



Me:"pleasedeliverthebrownsetofbagstothe

addressIjustsentyou"

Marc:"whereareyoutakingthoseotherbags"?

Me:"I'mleavingforEastLondonwiththetwins"

Marc:"I'llcallJack(secondpilot)foryou"

Me:"I'lldrive,don'tworry"

Marc:"youknowyoucannotbedrivingTrina"

Me:"ifI'mgonnadielemmeratherdieonland

Marc,andanywayI'mgonnaneedmycarIcan't

reallytrustanyonewithit"

Marc:"taketheRangeRoverthen,itsmuchmore

spacious"

Me:"Ican'twaitforSosorightnow,Ihavetostartat

thehospital,thengotomybusinessestablishment

afterthatIhavetofetchmysons"

Marc:"I'mjustworriedaboutyoursafety"

Me:"Iknowboetiebutrelax,I'mcool"



IreturnedbackinsidetoYolandandafikaesitya...

Me:"Iuhm,Iwantedtothankyouforopeningyour

housetostrangersandstillmadeusfeel

comfortable.Ireallyappreciatewhatyou'vedonefor

us"

Yola:"itscool,soniyahamba"?

Me:"yeahmyin-lawswantmeinEastLondontonight

soIhavetooblige"

Yola:"whataboutthekidsandschool"?

Me:"letmefirstgotothedoctorthenI'llthinkabout

that"

Shefakedasmile...

Sheactuallyreallyfakedit hau!

Itookmykeysanddrovetothedoctor,Igot



examinedapparentlytherewasnothingwrong

unanakuthwaukwistagesoguqukasoIshould

expectpainsthatcouldbesimilartolabourpainsin

theupcomingweeks.Ithenwenttoallocateumntu

kwezabusinesseszam,wenttofetchmysonsfrom

schoolandreportedthattheymightreturntoschool

inthenexttermthenIcalledSihle...

Sihle:"Sibo"?

Me:"uSinouzayothathwanguAnelisa,I'vealready

sentherclothes.Ihavebookedyou,SosoandOwe

intoabnbclosertotheschool,I'llsendyouthe

referencenumbersthey'llneedwheny'allare

checkingin"

Sihle:"oh-kay...Uyaphiwena"?

Me:"I'mgoingtoEastLondon"

Sihle:"wecannotbeapartSibobra,youknowwent

can'tprotectyouwhenyou'rethere"

Me:"let'srathernottalkaboutthat,pleasetakecare

ofOweandcallmeimmediatelyafteryoufetchhim



I'dliketohaveawordwithhim"

Sihle:"okay"

Me:"sharp"

IfilledupmybeastanddrovetoEastLondon,my

babieswereoblivioustowhatwashappening

aroundthem.Theywerebusysingingnursery

rhymestogether,onestolenglanceatthemonthe

rearviewmirrorwasenoughmotivationtobestrong.
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Fatimahadgonetoafamilyrelativethatlivedina

communitynearbysoIcalledherhopingshe'dhad

enoughsleep...

Fats:"hellomadam"

‍♀Ihatethatname.



Me:"hellosisi,ulelekakuhle"?

Fats:"ndizamilesisihey"

Me:"I'msorry"

Fats:"itsnotyoufaultnjeSibongile"

Me:"stillI'msorry.LookI'llcallmybrothertoarrange

aflightforyou,andI'lltransferimaliyakhoforthe

nextthreemonthsjustnow"

Fats:"okaysisi'

Me:"besafe"

IhungupandcalledMarc

Marc:"Trina,areyouguysokay"?

Me:"pleaseorganizeaflightforFatimatogohome"

Marc:"oh...Okay,whereisshe"?

Me:"Sihledroppedheratarelativesofindoutfrom

him"

Marc:"okay,areyouguysstillsafe"?



Me:"yeahwe'refine,wejustenteredthetown"

Marc:"callmeagainwhenyougethome"

Me:"willdo...PleasemakesureSosolooksaftermy

car"

Marc:"theRover"?

Me:"yes"

Marc:"done"

Me:"ayt,besafe"

Hechuckledandhungup,Ihadnotimetogo

shoppingfor"umngenandlini"soIwentstraight

homeandbynowthekidsweresoftlysnoring.I

droveinandparked,Icouldseetherewerealotif

people,judgingbythecarsinoba

bekuzovelwa...kalokukubhujiwemos?Noxolowasin

thesinkoutsidesoshecametocarrythebags,

calledAphiwewhohelpedmewithoneofthekids

aswewalkedin.Ididn'treallygetwhythesegrown

peoplewerecrying ‍♀akhontoangayenzanga

kokwabounqabaandheneverreallyspenttimewith



majorityofthemsowhythehellweretheycrying?

Whybezokhalaxakungenathinakhona?Mxm.

Bloodypretenders.Noxolotookmetossideroom

wheremymotherin-lawwassittingonamatrass,I

hadtoputadoekon,ashawlontheshouldersand

thenIjoinedher.

Ma:"unjanimntanam"?

Iexhaled...Ndinjani?Idon'tknowndinjani.I'm

tired,I'mexhausted,I'mfedup,I'mscared,I'm

pregnant...SonowhowdoIanswerthisquestion?

Ma:"I'msorry"

Me:"itsokay,I'mfinema"

Ma:"whatreallyhappened?Where'sNtando"?

Me:"Idon'tknowmama,akhontondiyaziyomna"

Ma:"howdidyoufindout"?

Me:"ndiveezindabenibutItriedcallingGho-Imean



NtandobutIcouldn'tgetholdofhim"

Ma:"yho,iyintonilentoKaBeast?Yazindincedwengu

Aphiwengobaubusobonandibubonileqha

bendingayazinobanguNtandookanyenguNqaba,

basukebafanaworse"

Me:"Ithinksisteketisoma"

Wakhewathula...

Ma:"isheagangsta"?

Ndamjonga

Me:"ma"?

Ma:"uNqabaligintsanyhani"?

Me:"wheredidyouhearthat"?

Ma:"phaezindabenikuthwehe'sawellknown

gangstainthestreetsofCapeTown,ingabayinyani

lonto"?



Itookamomentandbreathed...Ireallydidn'tknow

howtoanswerthisquestion.

Me:"I'mafraidIalsodon'tknow,butallIknowisthat

he'sabusinessman"

Ma:"nambendisazilonto"

Someyoungladybroughtusteaandbiscuits...

Me:"isitokayifIrestabit,I'mtiredfromallthe

driving"

Ma:"akhongxakisisibaphiabantwana"?

Me:"balelema"

Igotupndayolala,ItextedMarcfirsttoldhimI'm

homesafethenIdruggedmyselftosleep.Ididn't

wannathink,IfeltsomethingunsettlingaboutPort



ElizabethbutIcouldn'tputmyfingeronit.Aftera

fewhoursofsleepmyphonerang...

Me:"hm"?

Owe:"mama"?

Isatup,stretching

Me:"heyboy,unjani"?

Owe:"I'mokay,uncleSihlesaidIshouldcallyou"

Me:"yeah,niphingoku"?

Owe:"atthebnbdowntheroadfromschool"

Me:"good,mamelakendoda.I'minEastLondonand

Idon'tknowwhenI'llbebacksouzokhabeuhlala

noomalumebakhoaphoforawhile"

Owe:"oohokay,uhambenooUba"?

Me:"eweboy,Sinowillbewithhermotherforawhile

too"



Owe:"bendimbonilengokuebeyomthathaeskolweni"

Me:"alrightkemntanampleasebehaveneh,imaliye

lunchbazokunikaooSihlebutI'llcheckuponyou

regularly"

Owe:"okaykemama"

Me:"byebye"

Wehungup,IlookedaroundmeandIcouldn'tsee

mykidsyhundanovaloijumpedoffthebedand

walkedbarefootaroundthehouselookingformy

childrenandfoundthemwiththeirgrandmother.

Uba:"mamakhokuphiukutyakwakho"?

Me:"uhm...Lemmemakethemfood"

Ma:"hayhlalaphantsiLuthando,bazokwenzelwa

ukutya"

Me:"ngubanimama"?

Ma:"baninziabantuapha,awuzophathakwanto

kalokusisiuzililewena.IndawoyakhoilaphaKu



mattress

Me:"mamaIcannotletsomeoneelsepreparefood

formychildren,Idon'tknowanyofthesepeople"

Ma:"ukhonauAphiweandyouknowher"

Isighed...

Ma:"Iknowwhatyou'refearingbutyou'resaferight

here,nooneisgonnaharmyouoryourchildrenapha.

Bonkeababantuubabonayoareourfriendsand

familybazolilisananathi,eyonantoibuhlungukuyo

yonkelentokubaumzimbaawukafumaneki"

Me:"umzimba"?

Noxy:"ewe,umzimbawomyeniwakho"

Me:"ohhowdoyouknow"?

Noxy:"ebefikileamapolisaezochazangoku

uleleyo,kodwaketheypromisedtokeeponlooking"

Ma:"bekufaneleukubasiyangcwabakulevekiizayo

kodwakeasiyazisizoqalangaphikungekho



mzimba"

Ijustkeptquiet...

Noxy:"urightLuthandosisi"?

Ma:"howisshesupposedtoberightnaNoxolo?

Unjaninawenakanti"?

Noxy:"haysisiungandithathikakubi,I'mjustthinking

weshouldtakehertothedoctor.I'mjustworried

becauseshedoesn'tlookfine,maybeisekukothuka"

Mymotherin-lawlookedatme,Iwasjustlooking

acrosstheroomwonderingwhatNqabacouldbe

doingkokwabo,what'sheeating,didheleavea

girlfriendbehindorafirstwife?Ishewithhernow?

Whatwouldhisfathersayaboutme?Infactabout

thiswholesituation.Whatifhenevercomesback?

WhatifIneverseehimagain?HowwillIevercope?

NdizoyicacisanjanikooUvethattheirfatherwanted

toplaydeadforthreemonthsbuthenevercame



back?

SomehowIfeltmythroatbitter therewasalot

goingonemotionallybutIcouldn'tholdmyself

anymore,Ihadnowreachedtheplaceofvulnerability

ofnoreturn.AllthewallsIhadbeenbuildingthese

pastfewweeksjustcrumbleddownbeforemy

eyes,Ifeltmymotherin-lawsarmsaroundmeandI

justbrokedown.IheardUvejoiningme,Noxytook

bothofthemoutoftheroomwhileIcriedmyheart

outontheshouldersofthesamewomanwhomI

feltbetrayedbythelasttimeIwasinthishouse.But

allofthatdidn'treallymatterthatmoment,Ijust

neededsomeonetoconsolemybrokenheart.

Ma:"ohLuthandomntanam,kuzodekupholesisi.

Sulilakangaka"

IcrieduntilIfelttheweightoffmyshoulders,thenI

cleanedmyselfupndaphakama



Ma:"uyaphingokusisi"?

Me:"Ineedsomeair"

Igotout,tookmycarkeysanddrovetothebeach.I

satontherocksjustwatchingthewaves...Then

Sosocalled...

Me:"Titus"?

Soso:"mntase...Usharp"?

Me:"whathappened"?

Soso:"whatdoyoumeanwhathappenedkengoku"?

Me:"you'renervousLwandisoandthat'snotlike

you,nowtellmewhathappened"?

Heexhaled...Loudly.

Soso:"yourcar...Uhm..."



Me:"Sosowhathappenedtomycar"?

Soso:"wehadparkedoutsidethisotherwarehousee

Rhini,nextthingwehearintoedubulayophandle..."

Me:"...andlontoidubulayoismycar"?

Soso:"somethinglikethat"

Me:"WHATTHEFUCKSOSO"????

Soso:"dude...Calmdown"

Me:"CALMD-yhu"?!!

Soso:"itcouldhavebeenworsethough"

Me:"tyhiniuSosobethuna"!

Soso:"okayI'msorry,we'resorryaboutyourcar.But

youcanalwaysbuyanotheroneyouknowthat,right"?

Iactuallycalmedmyselfdown...itcouldhavebeen

worsenyhani,whatiftheywereinsidethecar?What

ifOwewaswiththem?Ireallyhadtobegrateful

shame.



Me:"I'msorryIfreakedoutonyou"

Soso:"hm"?

Me:"lookI'msorryokay,Ijust...I'mscaredSosobra"

Soso:"we'retryingtoputoutfireskwelicala,Kuhleis

backtoo.Vinceuzofikalatertonightkukhangelweu

Bullet"

Me:"akakafumaneki"?

Soso:"ha.amfethu,itslikehe'svanishedintothinair"

Me:"pleasecallmexanifikileKuOwe"

Soso:"I'llcallyoutomorrowmorning,weturnoff

phoneskulandawosikuyo.Safetyreasons"

Me:"Iunderstand"

NowwherethehellcouldBulletbe?
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Iwentbackintothecarandtookoutmyhusband's

laptopfromtheboot,Idon'tknowhowheleftit



behind.AsIpunchedinthenewpasswordIhad

created,itdeniedit,Itriedagaintwotimeswiththe

sameresultssoItriedpunchinginacoupleofthe

oldpasswordsthatIrememberedandrealisedthat

hemusthaveleftwithhispersonallaptop...Lena

wasabusinessonewiththatoldcode.Suddenlymy

heartwasbeatingfast,somehowIstartedshaking...

Me:"okayNaliqueyouneedtocalmdown.Breath"

IbreathedforacouplemoresecondsthenIstarted

pressingthingsIdidn'tevenknow,atonepointIsaw

wheremyhouseusedtobe...Itwasnowlike

ashville,likeadumpsite Karoomusthave

burntitdownthatsamenight.Ifeltmyheart

breakingintotwo,thatwasagiftwhenIwasstill

carryingJuniornobakendayinikwasengasekhobut

IloveditlikeIwouldlovehimitmeantthatmuchto

meandnowallIcouldseewerejustashes.Black

ashesallovertheyard.



Iwipedmytearsawayandcontinuedopeningsome

filesandotherthingsthatwerewritteninweird

languages...asIwasfinishingupIsawavideo,like

somesortofongoingfootagebecauseitwas

counting.Iclickedonitandsawthedateand

time,asIwatchedIsawaboutfourmensneakingup

onBullet,beatinghimtounconsciousnessandthen

drugging(injecting)himwithsomethingthatlooked

likeaneedlefullofsomepinksubstance.Iwatched

asheconvulsedattheentranceofthedrugintohis

bodythenhejustwentstill,theguyscarriedhiminto

hiscaranddroveNorth.Iquicklywentoutofthe

footageandlookedforthetrackinginformationhe

obviouslyhasonallhisdevices,Iclickedonitand

wentthroughalistofeveryproperty,car,business...I

foundoutthateverythingthatNqabaownsis

tracked.Iwentdownandsawthecars,onlywritten

withregistrationnumbers,IclickedonBullet'scar

andfoundwhereitwasparkedsoimmediatelyI

calledMarc...NotSoso.MarcusSmith.

Marc:"lilsisIcan'ttalkrightnow"



Me:"Ijustneedoneminute"

Marc:"TeeI'mbusywiththeguys,wehavemorethan

onecrisisathand"

Me:"IknowwhereBullet'scaris"

Marctosomeoneinthebackground:geemyneta

minute..

Marc:"wathetjygesê"?

Me:"IknowwhereBullet'scaris,I'llsendyoutheGPS

coordinatesrightnow"

Marc:"oh-kay...wait,howdidyounow"?

Me:"that'snotimportant"

Ihungup,senthimthecoordinatesandcontinued

searching,Iwasjustsearchingforanything...

AnythingIcouldfind.

Marccalledmeback...



Me:"boet"?

Marc:"howandwhydidyourhusbandleavethat

laptopbehind"?

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout"

Marc:"thecoordinatesyousent,arestraightfromhis

laptopTrina,Ipersonallyinstalledthattracking

application"

Mark:"youknowthecarcouldbeemptybynow,right"?

‍♀

Me:"...nowthatyoumentionit"

Marc:"Bullethasachipinsidehisbody,trytracking

that"

Me:"thisthingisblockingmymovements,Idon't

knowallthecodes"

Marc:"itsusuallythesamecodejustplayaround



withit"

Me:"itsnotgonnablockme"?

Marc:"ifitsthesilverishMacbookitwon't"

Me:"sowhereexactlydoIsearchforbodychipsin

this"?

Marc:"under19U20L59"

Me:"pleaserepeatthat"

Marc:"19U20L59"

Me:"gorrit..."

[Background]

Marc:"Leintjieassebliefbringmycomputer"

Lent:"GaryhasitPolo"

Marc:"Lentjieeksêmosbringdit,verstaanjynie"?

(LentjieIsaidbringit,don'tyouunderstand)



Me:"I'vejustsentyouhislocation"

Marc:"youmeanyoufoundhim"?

Me:"yes"

Marc:"wait...Checkifhe'sstillalive"

Me:"nowhowdoIdothat"?

Marc:"ifhe'sbreathingthere'ssupposedtobea

greenorblueflickeringlight,ifhe'sinacritical

conditionit'llflickerorangeandifhe'snotaliveitwill

bered.Notflickering,butjustred"

Me:"oh-kay"

Marc:"sowhatdoyousee"?

Me:"Ithinkthisisorange...Yeahitsflickingorange

butitsnotstrong"

Marc:"okay,good.I'lllookintoit"

Me:"okay"

Marc:"I'llcallyouwhenIneedyou,keepthatdevice

withyou.There'salotofinformationthatcan'tbe

exposedtotheoutsideworld"



Me:"sure"

Ihungup,drovetoMcDonald'sforacaramel

McFlurry,wenttobuymeatfordinnerthenIdrove

home.

Ileftthemeatinthekitchenandwenttoputthe

laptopintheroomI'dbesleepingin,thenijoinedmy

motherin-lawonthemattress.

Onceeveryonehaseatenandgonetobed,thehouse

wasnowsilent.Iwentoutside,raisedtheback

wheelsoftheJaguarandgotunderthecarto

removethetracker.IttookmeawhileandIwas

uncomfortable,especiallywithababybumpsticking

outbutintheendIwasabletoremoveitandthenI

smashedanddisposeditthenIwentbackinside...

Bullet'strackerwasreallyweak,atsomepointI

couldn'teventellifitsorangeorredbutgoodthingit

wasstillflickering.NowthatIknewBulletwas

chipped,Igotevenmorecuriousandsearchedeach



andeverycodeunder19U20L59.ThenBOOM!I

spottedNqaba,myheartbeatalmostjumpedoutof

mychest.Iclickedonhislocationbuttherewasa

puzzle

Me:"yousneakysonofabitch"

ThemoreIclickedonhimthemorehispuzzle

becamemoredifficult,everytimeImanagedtosort

oneoutanotheronewouldappear.OnthesixthoneI

gaveup...Itwastoodifficult.

Butthemostassuringfeelingwasseeinghischip

flickeringgreenanditwasmovingbutIcouldn'ttell

whereexactlyhewas.

Me:"mxm"

Iputthelaptopaway,Ineededtorestsbit.Ifelt



guiltyforneglectingnanasoIlayonmybackand

spoketoherwhilemassagingmybelly.

Me:"babymommyisstressedouthey,daddyis

nowhere...But,here'syourUbaandUve"

Ibreathed...musthavebeentensefromallthe

tracking.

Me:"Iloveyoubaby,IloveyouwithallmyheartandI

knowdaddylovesyoutoo.Justbearwithmommy

neh?Itsstillgonnabeatoughmonthortwobut

mommywillpraytoFatherGodforyourprotection

vha?Please,bearwithmommy"

Afteralooongmomentofsilence,Ifeltmovements

inmybellyandsmiledtomyself.S/heactually

listened...wellweweren'tsurewhetheritsaheora

shebutIwantedtobesurprised,I'mtheonewho

didn'twannagotothesonaanyway.



Uba:"mamakho"?

Iturnedandlookedathim,hewassomehow

whisperingsoIwhisperedback.

Me:"Ubawam"

Uba:"afun'tatamma"

Me:"akekhonjebaby"

Uba:"uyephi"?

Me:"Idon'tknownam"

Uba:"amfounelekalok"

Me:"phoneyakheyophukile"

Uba:"kengokusithini"?

Me:"wewait"

Uba:"shemutatakhowam"



Ikissedhisforeheadsancumelanainthedarkness

Me:"Iloveyou"

Uba:"mh"

that'sUbabalo!

Idecidedtolethimsleep,namndatshondalala.Past

twelvetoone,myphonewokemeup

Me:"mh"?

Marc:"We'vefoundBullet"

Isatupfromthebed...

Me:"isheokay"?



Marc:"uhmno,wetookhimtoawarehousein

Limpopowithaprivatedoctorthatwillattendto

him"

Me:"MarcusIthinkyoushouldtakehimtothe

hospital"

Marc:"youknowwecan't"

Me:"youcanbutyouwon'tandI'mnotgonnatellyou

whattodo.Thankyouforlettingmeknow,goodnight

"

Marc,:"sharp"

IhungupandthankedGod,Beastwouldbereally

upsetifhe'dcomebacktohearoneofhisbrothers

diedbecauseofnegligencebutIwasn'tabouttoget

involved.IwasquitecertainthatMarcusandthe

wholelotofthemhavebeeninsimilarsituations

before,sotheyknewexactlywhattheyweredoing.I

wentbacktosleep.

InthemorningIwokeuptoatext:IFWECAN'TGET



TOHIM,SURELYWECANGETTOYOU.BEWARE

THEKAROOHASARRIVED.

Ireadthetextagainandyawned...Yep,Nqabaleft

mewithawholelottashittodealwithandhe'ssure

gonnapayforit.
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Iwenttowashmyface,infactIhadtofreshenupa

bit.Itwasyetanotherdaywithawholenewbatchof

challenges,andwhetherIwasreadyornot...Ihadto

facethem.WhenIreturnedtomyroomUvewas

awake...

Me:"goodmorningYoungKing"

Uvejustblushed,rubbinghiseyes.Ikissedhis

chubbycheeks

Me:"awsemhlemanboy"



Uve:"uthiYoungKingkalokumamam"

Me:"aahyes,comelet'sgetyoubathed"

Uve:"uUbayena"?

Me:"ndizamvusa,qalaizawena"

Iundressedhim,wenttoplacehiminthebathtub

thenIwokeUbaupndayomvasanaye...Mnk,imagine

themoneyIpaidforschoolkodwaabazofundaiterm

yonke .AsIwaslotioningthemIgotanother

textfromKaroo:SEEMSLIKEYOU'REMORE

INTELLIGENTTHANIPERCEIVED...GOODMOVEON

REMOVINGYOURCARTRACKERBUTTHATSTILL

DON'TMEANIDON'TKNOWWHEREYOUARE.

Iwasactuallytiredofthis Iwasliterallyfedup

yindodaezenzaisgorakumndingenayokwandoda

mnacozeyamikhetheuyotyaumbonanoyise

kowayo.Itookmyphone,connectedittothetracker

inthelaptopandlocked(forgot)everyotherdevice

thatsuddenlyappearedonthescreen.Ireceiveda



notificationthatmyphonewasnowtracked,I

approveditanditwassynced.

IdecidedtocallthatnumberKaroowassendingme

messagesfrom,leavingthekidsonthebedIwentto

standbythewindow,itrangonceandsomeone

pickedupbutIcouldtellIwasputonloud

speaker/speakerphone.

Karoo:"SibhongileTrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"whatexactlydoyouwant"?

Karoo:"oh,straighttothepoint.Onethingyouhavein

commonwiththatcriminalyoucallahusband"

Ibreathed...

Ididn'twannaactirrationallybutIwasslowly

loosingmypatience.Iheardabeeponthelaptopso

Iwentclosertocheckitup,andvoila!AllKaroo's

detailswererunningaraceonthescreen,Iwas

actuallyamused.



Me:"KevinRodendoOliphantekhetjou'nvragevra:

watsoekjy"?

ThenIcouldhearuttersilenceforamoment,IknewI

gothim.

Me:"okaysinceyoudon'tknowwhatyouwantlet

metellyouwhatIwant"

Karoo:"nobodycaresaboutwhatyouwantsoshut

thefuckupenluister"

Me:"Rodendo"

Karoo:"don't...Don'tcallmewiththatname"

Me:"alrightKevin,letsgetonethingstraight:you

won'ttalktomelikeI'moneofyourfloozies,don't

youdarefuckenraiseyourstupidsqueakyvoiceat

me.Understand"?

Karoo:"MissSmithlet'sgetonethingstraighthere:

you'rethehunted,I'mthehuntersostoptrynaplay

superwomanwithme,youwon'tsucceed"



Me:"youneedaboxoftampons,you'releaking"

Karoo:"leaking"?

Me:"niggaIain'tgotallday,whatthefuckdoyou

wantfromme"?

Karoo:"Iwannadestroyanythingandeverything

that'sprecioustoBeastandyouarethebestofthe

best..But,I'lltakemytimelikeaslowcooker

becausewhenitcomestoyoueverythingmustbe

donetoperfection"

Me:"goodluckwithtakingyourtime"

Ihungup...IcheckedthetrackerdetailsandI

confirmedthathe'sactuallyinEastLondonandnot

sofarfromwhereweweresoIputthephonedown

ndanxibisaabantwanandabasaKumakhuluwabo

Me:"I'llbeintheroomforawhilemama,I'mbusy

withconferencecalls"

Mama:"qalautyaipapa,andyoucanactuallywork

fromthestudy"



Me:"Ididn'tthinkofthat,enkosimama"

Itookeverythingtothestudyandstartedtracingthe

exactlocationofKarooandasluckmyhaveit,they

hadoccupiedoneofNqaba'sbuildingsthatwasin

theareasoIhadtheprivilegedofactivatingthe

CCTVcameraswithinthebuildingprovidingmewith

aclearviewofhowmanytheywereandwhatwere

theyplanningtodo...

IhadtotalktoMarcsoIcalledhim:

Marc:"Trina,goodmorning"

Me:"there'snothinggoodaboutit.Look,howdoyou

activatespeakeronthistrackerofyours"?

Marc:"speakersforwhat"?

Me:"forcameras...Tohearwhatpeoplearesaying

ontheothersideofthecam"

Marc:"connectittoyourphoneandraiseyour



phone'svolumeorlistenthroughheadsets"

Me:"dankieboetie"

Marc:"Trinawatdoenjy"?

Me:"I'mactuallydoingyourjob,protectingmyself

fromtheKaroopsychopath"

Marc:"Trinalique"!!!

Me:"itsnouseraisingyourvoiceatme,didyouknow

thathebombedmyRangeusingthesametracker

devicey'allinstalled"?

Marc:"Trinaletusdoourwork,youneedtochill.

Relaxwithyourchildren,we'lldothework.We'll

protectyou,I'llpersonallyprotectyou"

Me:"soyou'retellingmethatIneedtochill"?

Marc:"please,thinkofyourunbornbaby.Shedon't

needthisstress"

Me:"Idon'twantyoutothinkI'munderminingyour

methodsofdoingthingsBUTIwillnotjustsit

arounddoingnothingwhenIknowthatthesame

Karoowhowantstodestroyanythingandeverything

thatbelongstoNqabaisjustfiveminutesfrom



whereweare,I'msorrybutIwon'tchill.Iamliterally

thinkingofmybabyrightnow,whatifKaroodecides

tobombthisentireplace?Becauseheknowshe

can'tbombmycar,Iremovedthetracker"

Marc-"youremo-thetra-jeeerrrr"

Me:"byebyeMakhasiwethu"

Ihungup

IpluggedintheheadsetsandIcouldaudiblyhear

theirvoicesbuttheyweren'tascleartowhatthey

werediscussinguntilIsayaplan:

Guy1:"onskanniediemainhekgebruik'ie...Let'sfind

somewhereelse"

Guy3:"thatwon'tbenecessary,onskanjumpoordie

fence"

Karoo:"Beastsdogsaren'tjustdogs,theyarebeasts

too"



Guy1:"wehaveinjectionsforthat,it'ssorted"

Karoo:"ditkanniewerkieman,ekhetgehoorhefeeds

themhumanbloodonceinawhile...."

Guy2:"you'veneverbeenfriendswithdogs,leavethe

dogstous.We'llhandleemjustfine"

Forme,thedogswerethefirsttrapbutIknew

nothingaboutdogssothatmeantIhadtodomore

workngelixeshanalincincindinalo.Ineededtocash

inonafavour...I'vehelpedacoupleofpeopleandI

knowquiteafewwho'ddoanythingjusttogeton

mygoodbooks ‍♀

Sam:"Sima'sphonehello"

Me:"Sam'?

Sam:"yeahndithethanabani"?

Me:"S'bongile...Trina"

Sam:"seriously?Wowitsgoodhearingfromyou"

Me:''Iwishthiswasasocialcall"



Sam:"what'sgoingon?I'msorryaboutyourhusband,

I'mstillinshockingathikuyaxokwa"

Me:"Ithinkmylifeisindanger..."

Sam:"how?Whywouldyouthinkthat"?

Me:"there'sthiscrewofgangstasthatislookingfor

myhusbandandnowthat'she'snot

around,bakhuphelaumsimdowabokum

nabantwanabam"

Sam:"haymanSibo,niphingoku"?

Me:"silaphaeMonti,theyburntmyhouse

down,bombedmycarandnowtheyhavecometo

finishoffwhattheystarted"

Sam:"whoarethesepeople"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbutoneofthemissomeKaroo"

Sam:"Karoo?"

Me:"yes"

Sam:"asinKevinRodendoOliphant"?



Me:"yhuuyamazi"

Sam:"tyhini,khawumendiyezaI'llcallyouback"

Me:"oh-ka-'

Hehadalreadyhungup,Idecidedtowaitforhimto

callmeback.TherewassomethinginhisvoicebutI

couldn'tpinwhat....

Hecalledmeback

Me:"Sam"?

Sima:"ukuloudspeakermntase,uthingubanilomjita"?

Me:"nguKaroo"

Thentherewassilence.

Me:"youguysknowhim,yoursilencespellsitallout"



Sima:"yeah...He'suhm..."

Me:"he'swhat"?

Sam:"he'sourbrother...youincluded"

Me:"niphambene"!!!

Sima:"ngumntanakatatauKevin,butubizaifani

kamamakhe.Justlikeyou"

‍♀

Andtheyneverthoughtofmentioninghimwhenwe

gottoknoweachother?

[10/11,19:46]‪+27730692704‬:#497

Ihungup...

ThishadtakenasharpU-TurnIdidn'texpect...

Me:"butIcouldstillusethistomyadvantage..."



IcalledMarcagain

Marc:"Hello"

Me:"howfarareyouguysfromdealingwiththis

Karooguy"?

Marc:"Karooistheleastofourworriesrightnow,we

gatbigproblemsathand"

Me:"seriously,Marc"?

Marc:"lookI'mbusy,I'llcallyouwiththefull

informationonceIgetachance"

Thenhehunguponme,soIcalledSihleanditwent

straighttovoicemailsoIcalledSosoasmylast

hope

Soso:"babe"

Me:"what'sthelatest"?

Soso:"Uhm...KuseroughandIdon'tevenhave



enoughinfocausePoloiskeepingthingswithin

'their'team.Andazinobahe'strynaprotectusorhe

doesn'ttrustme"

Iexhaled...ukheabenazokeiiissuesuMarcus.

Soso:"unjani?Howaretheyoungkings"?

Me:"somehowI'menergized,barightwethunooUba"

Soso:"you'rerestingright"?

Me:"actuallyno,youknowbetterthananyonethatI

neverrestespeciallynowthatIknowmychildrenare

inpossibledanger"

Soso:"wathethangathiikhonaintooyaziyo"

Itookamomenttoconsider...

Me:"Karooisyourcousin"

Soso:"youknowKarooisacoloured,right"?



Me:"yep"

Soso:"sohowcomehe'smycousin"?

Me:"zubuzeKuBonginkosi"

Soso:"ohfuckngumntanawakhe?GeezTrinadoes

heknow"?

Me:"doeswhoknow"?

Soso:"TaBongz"?

Me:"ifSimaandSamknowthenIbetheknows...now

Ineedalittlefavourfromyou"

Soso:"anything"

Me:"canyougotoCapeTownlikerightnowandstill

beasdiscreetaspossible"?

Soso:"andenzintoaphasoImightaswell.ButI'll

havetofindoutiphiidyaniwithhisPJ"

Me:"uxeleleuSihletoturnhisphoneon,Iwantedto

speaktoOweearlierbuthisphonewasoff"

Soso:"uyothengaenyeilahlekelastnightleya"

Me:"yhookay"



Soso:"I'llcallyouwhenI'minCapeTown"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...

IstartedmyresearchonKaroo,ifMarcandtherest

oftheteamfeelthathe'snotasdangerousthenI'm

notgonnasitaroundwaitingtoseehowdangerous

hecanbe,Isawhimwhenhechasedmeoutofmy

housethenburntit,bombedmycarandstillhadthe

gutstofollowmetoEastLondon.He'sactuallyvery

clevertoo,kwalentoakwaziusebenzisaatrackeras

somesortofanexplosion.Inamatterof30minutes

IfoundoutexactlywhatIwaslookingfor:Karoo's

address,hisfamily,wifeandkidsincluded.Isentthe

picturestoLwandisoincludingthreepossible

addresseswherehecanfindthem.

Myphonerang...

Me:"Titus"?



Soso:"Sothisishisfamily"?

Me:"yeah...DoyouknowBeastswarehouses

downtown"?

Soso:"Iknowonebutwhatarewegonnadowith

warehouses?Whatarethesepicturesfor"?

Me:"you'llknowinduetime"

Soso:"S'bongile"

Ithoughtveryhard,nowecouldn'tuseCTasa

captureplace.MaybeMosselbay,kukholeya

sisavalelwekuyo,whenBeastandhisteam

destroyedtheoppositionbasolebethimbayonkinto

soIfoundthatoneasagoodremunerationforus.

Me:"there'soneinMosselbaythatIthinkwecould

use,I'lljustlookforthecodestoit"

Soso:"youmeankeys"

Me:"codes.Beastusescodesinalmosteverything

andtheyaremuchsafer"



Soso:"mh,he'smuchmoresavvythanIthought"

Ijustchuckled..

Soso:"thenspeaktoRanger,he'stheotherright

handman"

Me:"goodidea...I'llcallyouinaminutevha"?

Soso:"sharp"

IhungupandcalledRanger...

Range:"Mrs"?

Me:"IneedthecodestotheMosselbaywarehouse"

Range:"wareh-uhm,why"?

Me:"codesRanger"

Range:"youknowIcannotjustgiveyoucodes

Trina,uzazithini"?

Me:"youcannotjustgiveme?"



Range:"itstherules"

Me:"Rangeruthethanabanikanene"?

Hesighed

Me:"Codes"

Range:"I'lltextyourightnow"

Me:"biyintonienzimakengoku"?

Range:"TrinayouhavetounderstandI'mnot

supposedtogivesuchdelicatestoanyone,Icould

getintoserioustroublewiththebigguy.Istillwanna

knowuzazithini"?

Me:"firstofallI'mnotanyoneasyouputit,secondly

doyouseeyourbigguyanywhererightnow?Lastly,

youbettergimmetherightcodes.Iain'tgottimeto

playgameswithyou,notnow"

Range:"youdon'twanttounderstand,you'reputting

meinadifficultpositionrightnow.Youliterallywant

metobreaktherules"



Me:"hayfokofmanyou'vebrokenmanyrulesbefore

justforiimpundu,I'mheretrynaprotectyour

daughterandyou'refuckentellingmeaboutrules?

Whatrules?IneedthosecodesrightnowandI'll

probablyneedmorenjeng'banilibelekumnandelwa

yiLimpopowhileourlivesareindangerouthere"

Range:"itsnotlikewe'reonvacation,sibusynathi

kwelicala"

Me:"ifyouweredoingyourworkIwouldn'tbeasking

forcodes,beningenobaseLimpopononkenursing

Bulletwhilewe'reopentodanger.Fucknisuke

namuncuandazinobaukumnkakukaNqaba

kunicuntsuleiingqondoxaninonkenah"

Wathula.

Me:"code,withinthenextminute"

Range:"Roger"

Ihungup



Tshini,tellingmeaboutfuckeduprulesthathe

wannaabidetoallofasudden.Hesentthem,about

eightofthem.InowwantedtogotoCapeTown

myself...ButIcouldn'tleavethetwinshere,they

weren'tsafeandIdidn'twanna"just"flytoCape

Townwithoutknowingthesituation.Ineededtobe

surethatthere'ssomesortofsafetyfirstbecauseI

wantedKarootofeelexactlyhowIfeltbutinorderto

getthatdone,Sosohadtodothehardlabourfirst

andifhecouldmanagetogetthemtoMosselbay...

Thatcouldmakemystrategyabiteasier.

IwenttothekitchenIjustwantedasmoothie,I

madeoneandbumpedontoNoxyonmywayback

tothestudy

Noxy:"ukhonakanti"?

Me:"molomakazi"

Noxy:"molo,wenzani?Isawyourroomempty"

Me:"I'mbusywithsomebusinessissuesinthe



study"

Noxy:"businessissueszomyeniwakho"?

Me:"yeah"

Noxy:"ooh,ifyouneedhelp...Aphiweisgoodwith

business.She'sgotaBcomDegreeinBusiness

management"

Me:"I'llbesuretorememberthat"

Noxy:"alrightkesisi"

Iwalkedintothestudy,closedthedoorandgotback

toscheming.Karoobeingmyhalfbrotherdidn't

reallybotherme,becauseatthebackofmymindI

knewheknewandIsomewhatfeltlikehedidn't

reallywannakillmeqhahewantedtoscareme

off...couldbeondaddy'sinstructions.Iwaitedfour

fullhoursforSosotocallmeback,inthemeantimeI

callKeriandarrangedlivingarrangementsformy

boysthenIcalledMotoscheduleanightpickup.

Whenthatwassorted,Ifocusedontheplanthen

Sosocalled...



Me:"dude,whattookyousolong"?

Soso:"wellIcan'tjustrockupemziniwomntu

withoutaplannowcanI"?

Me:"that...Sorry"

Soso:"thewifeisinhospital,butIhavehisthreekids

withmeandwe'realreadyonthewaytoMosselbay"

Me:"you'retheboss!Irespectyou"

Soso:"hahahayou'reevil,imaginetheexcitementin

yourvoice"

Ijustlaughed ...YhuuyasebenzauSoso

strubob.

Me:"I'mtextyoutheaddressandcodesonceyour

enterMosselbay"

Soso:"Ialreadyhavetheaddress,Ijustneedthe

codes"



Me:"sharp"

Wellitturnsoutthatyetagain,IcouldrelyonSoso.I

wenttopackformykids,theworstpartwasthatI

hadtotakethemtoKimberly,Icouldn'tjustsend

someone...Ihadtomakesuretheyreachthehouse

safe.

Karoocalledme...

Me:"helloKevin"

Karoo:"whatfuckengamesareyoufuckenplaying

at"?

Me:"whatgames"?

Karoo:"don'tfuckwithmejoumasepoes,whatthe

fuckhaveyoudonetomykids"?

IwantedtoplaywithhismindabitbutIcouldtellhe

wasalreadyfuming....



Me:"oohthosefagots?Don'tworryI'llkeepthem

safeforyou"

Karoo:"TrinaI'llfuckyouup,don'ttestme"!!

Me:"youdon'tknowmeKevin,askGuddatogiveyou

asummary"

ThenIhungup.

‍♀
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SososentmethedetailsIneededregardingthewife

...

Me:"Sosoubukhewabajongaababantwanaba

abekhochipped"?

Soso:"ndizikhuphilemtshana"

Me:"eeuwbezindawoni"?



Soso:"twohadthemontheirarmsbuteyalo

umncinciIaskedforafavourfromoneofdads

contactswandikhuphelaitwasactuallyinsideher

chest"

Me:"akadingipropermedicalattentionkengoku"?

Soso:"ha.awejuststerilizedthearea,she'llbegood

tomorrow"

Me:"dankieboy"

...mykidshadflownatnighttoauntKeri's

house,Joemetusattheairportthenndajikamnabut

andayaMontiIwentstraighttoCapeTownbecause

Iwantedtovisitthestrandedwifeatthehospital.

Nothinggetstoamanthanwhenyougettohis

wife...Uhm,we'recurrentlynottalkingaboutBeast

neh?

Ilandedandcheckedinatahotelnearthehospital,I

changedintoablacklongmaxidressbutIhad



leggingsunderneath,ablackdoekandmatching

glovesthenIcalledRanger...

Range:"MakaUba"

Me:"ngubanoseKapaoincharge"?

Range:"uhm...WhatdoyouneedinCapeTown"?

Me:"acarandagunwithasilencer"

Range:"haiboMrsuseKapa"?

Me:"someofushavetomanupRanger"

Range:"Isee...youcancallIvor"

Me:"Ineedacar,notadriver"

Range:"Ican'tputyourlifeatrisklikethat,uyayazi

idangeryalendawoukuyobra.Worsenowthatyou

mentionedaguntoo,Please"

‍♀

Me:"arghstopbeingasissy,itsnotsexy"

Wathula...



Me:"fine,sendmeadriverandnotIvorke"

Range:"awukhoserious"

Me:"haikeplease,youthinkI'dfeelsafewithIvor

umbonabaumanzinje"?

Range:"OkaytextmewhereyouarethenI'llsend

someone"

Me:"andyoubetternotkeeptabson

me,andingomntanaI'llcallwhenI'mintroubleor

whenIneedyou"

Range:"yesma'am"

Ihunguptotexthimthehotelname,inamatterof

minutesthecararrivedwiththreedifferentguns

withsilencers.Ihadtakenatrackerchipandamini

toolboxwithme,soIwentouttomeettheguyashe

startedthecarwandisaesibhedlele,theguyactually

suggestedIsavehisnumbersothatIcancallhim

whenIgetintotroublewhileinside.Normally

ebusukuakukhovisitationhoursandrealizingthe



lazysecuritysystemsthatwehaveinmany

institutionsIwasn'treallysurprisedtofindthe

controlroomempty.Iwalkedin,lockedthedoorand

satdowninfrontofthemaincomputerandinserted

thechipIhadbroughtthenIstartederasinganything

thathadtracesofmymovementsthenIturnedoff

thecamerasonthepassagestothewardIwas

targeting.WhenIwasdoneIjustwentstraighttoher

ward,thereweretwobuffyguysatthedoorguarding

theentrancesoItookoutthegunwithasilencer

andshotatone,lowesibinijumpedatthefallofhis

friendgivingmetheexactangleIwantedhimtobe

inforagoodshotandIfired.Oncethetwoofthem

weredownIsteadilywalkedintoherroomndafika

elele

Iturnedoffallthemachinesincludingeverything

thatshecouldpressforhelpthenIwokeherup,she

justlookedatme

Me:"goodevening...MrsOliphant"



Her:"whoareyou"?

Me:"I'myournewsisterin-law"

Shesatup,Ipulledachairandsatdown.Putthegun

nexttoherwater,Icouldseetheterroronherface

Me:"howareyou"?

Her:"ekisfine...whatdoyouwant"?

Me:"Iwantyourhusbandtoleavemethehellalone"

Her:"whatdoesthathavetodowithme"?

Me:"well,he'sgotsomebeefwithmyhusbandand

I'mtakingthefallforitsoIthinkitsonlyfairyoutake

yourshareofresponsibility"

Her:"I'msorry,Ican'thelpyouwiththat"

Me:"honeyyoucan,andyouwill...attheendofthe

day,y'allareoneintheeyesofGod.Right"?

Herhandwenttothepanicbuttonnexttoherbed,I



smiledatherbecauseshethoughtIwouldn'tnotice.

Me:"itsnotworking"

Shetriedagain,ItookoutmyphoneandcalledSoso.

Soso:"madam"

Me:"uphi"?

Soso:"andisebhorekengabantwanakulewarehouse"

Me:"bavukile"?

Soso:"yeah...Bavukebezitatyuonthesewiredchairs

shem"

Me:"andyousaidI'mevil?Wow"

Helaughed...

Me:"I'mwiththeirmother,khandfakeKuloud



bathethe"

Hedid...wecouldhearmuffledsoundsthenthey

wereaudiblendambonalomfazibujikaubuso

Me:"wouldyouliketohavewordwiththem"?

Her:"you'resick"

Kara(herdaughter)criedout,Iwatchedherpanic

Her:"okayokay,I'llcooperate.Justdon'thurtmy

daughter"

Me:"good.SharpntwanaI'llcallyoubacklater"

Soso:"sharp"

IhungupanddialedKaroothenIlookedathiswife...

Me:"youheardyourdaughter,thatguycandothe

worst...atmycommandofcourseso,I'mgonnagive



youachancetospeaksomesenseintoKaroo"

Shenod,tearsalreadycascadingdownherpale

chicks.

Karoo:"Trinali-"

Her:"Baby...Babyshe'sgotmybabies...Ifyoudon't

stopwatchudoingshe'sgonnahurtthem...Kevin

please"

Weheardasmashingsound...

Her:"baby?Kevin?Kevin?Babypraatmetmyisû

daar"?

Karoo:"jah...Lookeksaldiemesuitsort"

Her:"youdon'tgetitdoyou"?

Karoo:"babycalmdown"

Her:"don'tfuckentellmetocalmdown...Yousaid



I'msafedidn'tyou?Thenhowdidsheg-"

Karoo:"Baby"!

Her:"Okay...OkayI'mcalm.Look...Pleasejust-"

Me:"alrightthat'senough...Nowshutup"

Karoo:"don'tyoudarespeaktomywifelikethat"

Me:"okaysorry,Imeantnowshutthefuckup!

Soundsbetter"?

Hegrowled

NdakhendakrwitshwanguNqabakweliKapaandhe

wasgrowlinglouderthanthat,tomyfacenogalso

‍♀

Karoo:"youdon'tknowwhoyou'remessingwith"

Me:"well,Ihaveenoughtimetogettoknowyoubut

solongI'lltakeyourwifetoo.Ithinkthatwill

motivateyoutoworkfaster"



Karoo:"ifyoudaretouchher..."

Me:"I'mgivingyouthreedaysKevin.Iwantmy

car,houseandhusbandback.IfIdon'tgetanyof

thosewithinthenextthreedaysI'llusethiscorpse

youcallawifeascompost"

ThenIhungup.

Iquicklycalledmydrivertocomehelpmsaswe

dischargedKaroo'swife,Iwenttoremovethechipin

thecameraroomwhichcausedthecamerasto

blackout..thatwouldprobablytakeaboutthirty

minutes.IknowIcouldn'ttakeMrsOliphant

anywherenearmyaccommodationsoIaskedthis

guytohelpme...HeagreedinconditionthatIrest

forthebaby'ssakeand"yourownsanity"asheputit.

Me:"justpromisemeyouwon'ttakeherbacktothe

hospitalanddon'tkeepherwithyou,Ithinkshe's

chipped"

Him:"Idon'thavetopromiseyou,I'mhereatyour



service.Ioweyourhusbandthatmuch"

Me:"wellthankyou"

Him:"don'tworryabouther,I'lltakehersomewhere

andcheckoutthatchip,ifikhonaI'llremoveitthen

obviouslymoveher"

Me:"hm,thanks"

Henod,smiling.

Igotoutofthecar,wenttomyhotelroomand

showeredthenIdrankmypills.WhenIwaswarmin

bedIdissembledmyphoneremovingeverythingthat

couldassistKaroointracingmethenndalala.When

Iwokeupthefollowingdayitwasalmostelevenam

IwashungryAF!Iorderedbreakfast,prayedoverit

ndatyaasIreassembledmyphonebacktoits

normalformandreadmessages,respondedto

emailsandreturnedonlytwocalls:motherin-law

andKeri.

OoMarccanwaittillIhaveenoughenergyforthem.
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AftereatingIwenttobath,gotdressedandcalled

thedriverandhetookmetovisitMrsOliphant...she

wasawakeandIsawabandageonherarm.

Me:"MrsGlendaOliphant"

Her:"please,IneedtogotothehospitalIneedmy

medication"

Herhusbandcalled...

Me:"whatagreattiming,I'mactuallywithyourwife

rightnow"

Karoo:"let'sstrikeadeal"

Me:"youweresupposedtosaythatyesterday,itstoo

laterightnow"

Karoo:"Sibhongile"



Me:"onedaydown,twotogoandI'mnotgonnasit

aroundwaitingforyou"

Karoo:"Trina,I'mgonnafindyou.AndwhenIdo,I'm

gonnafuckyouupyourghosthusbandwon'tbeable

torecognizeyou"

Me:"soyou'veactuallybeenlookingforme?Good

luck"

Ihungupandlookedatthewife

Me:"wellitseemslikeyouain'tgoingtonohospital,

yourmandoesn'twannacooperatewithme"

Her:"Trinaplease"

Me:"ifIwasn'tasbusyI'dbevisitingyourchildren

but...Istillhavetoburnyourhousedownso...Enjoy

yourday"

Her:"Trinaasseblieftogluister,asseblief.Eksal

enigedingdoen"

Me:"Iknow"



IwinkedatherandwalkedoutwithYarees(the

driver)

Me:"soIneedacoupleoffavours,again"

Him:"atyourservice"

Me:"Ineedacoupleofexplosives,spikes,wiredand

flammableliquids"

Him:"Icanorganizethatbutfirstthingsfirst"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"IreceivedanorderfromPolotoremoveyour

luggagefromthehotelandtakeittoasafeplace"

Me:"when"?

Him:"beforeIwenttofetchyou,soitsalreadybeen

movedaswespeak"

Ilookedatthisguy...hewasnewinthecrew,how

cometheytrustedhimsomuchwithmylife?



Me:"okay,mayIaskwhy"?

Him:"Karooisaround,withhiscrewsoifyoudon't

mind...Letmetakeover"

Me:"takeoverfromwhatYarees"?

Him:"fromyou,Iknowyou'reonamissionandIcan

seethedeterminationtoseeitthrough"

Me:"butbecauseI'mawomanyoudon'tthinkI

actuallycanseeitthrough"?

Him:"Iknowyoucan,trustme.I'vebeenaroundbut

neverseenanywoman,eventhoseproclaimedas

actualthugs;I'veneverseenthemwithsuch

determinationandcleanworkethic"

Ikeptquietaswesatinthecar...

Him:"butyou'repregnant,taBeastwouldkillusif

anythinghappenedtoyouorthatbaby.Justbriefme

onyourplan,I'llgatheracoupleofguysandI



promiseyouwe'llexecutethemwell"

Me:"fairenough"

Heexhaled cabauxelelwekakhulungamand

mystubbornness.Hetookmetothesafe

place,outsideitlookedverydirtyandabandoned

withovergrownweeds,aswedrovenearer,Isaw

somethingthatwasconvertingfromtheoutside-in.

Garagedoor.

Me:"wow"

Hedroveinandthedoorclosedagain,heledtheway

passingcountlesscorridorstotheendofthehouse

wheretherewasadarkbrownthickwoodendoor

thatheunlockedandletmeinfirst.Iwasabit

scepticalaboutthisnewarrangementbuthaving

beeninapositioncloseorrathersimilartothis

beforeIknewI'dfindmywayoutifthisguyisnot



whoorwhathesaysheis.

him:"thisisit"

Me:"looksgood,uzamile"

Hechuckled

Him:"Rangeremphasizedoncleanliness,Poloon

yourstubbornnessandBulletonsafety...so"

Iactuallylaughed...Basileyaz,xabebonke

Him:"thisistworoomed,bathroomisen-suit.There's

atellysoawzobanesiyalukakhulu"

Me:"enkosi"

Iwenttocheckouttheroom,niceandcleanwith

freshlinenthenIreturnedtohim.Myphonerang

ndsazothetha...



Me:"Marc'O'Polo"?

Marc:"Yareesgotyousorted"?

Me:"yep"

Marc:"good"

Thenhehungup...Ilookedatmephone

Him:"he'sbeenlikethatsinceYesterday,don'tmind

him"

Me:"Isee"

Him:"let'sdothebriefingthenI'llbeonmyway"

Wesatdown:IgavehimtheaddressestoKaroo's

homes,officesandwarehouses;everybuildingthat

heowned,whetheritwasunderhisnameornotbut

themerefactthatIwasabletodigandemergewith

detailsthatprovedheownedthemeitherway.ThenI



laydowntheplan,heseemedtounderstandvery

well...

Me:"IneedyoutopersonallygotoMosselbayand

relieveSoso"

Him:"Soso"?

Me:"mycousin...I'llgivehimyournumber"

Him:"shot"

Thenheleft.IhadtocallSoso,buthecalledme

first...andhewaslivid!

Me:"Mnta-"

Soso:"yazyourfuckenwhitetrashofabrotherisa

fuckenjerk"!!!!



Soso:"tshin,yazlenjajustrocksupandthrowsorders

atmeandhasthenervetotellmethatIshould

leave,andingenindawokuyoyonkelentohimandthe

gangwilltakeover.Takeoverwhatexactly?Huh?

Takeoverintoeyenziwengubani?Bebephiallthis

timeyouwereriskingyourlifetosaveyourchildren

fromthisfuckedupshittheycreated?Huh?Ebephi

yenaspecificallywhenyouneededhimandthose

fuckedupchickensy'allcallagang?TchinuMarc

zinyanyazikabawo,uthindiyathandaukuzifaka

kwizintozaboasagangakayazinobaI'mkinda

auditioningtobepartofthemorwhat,me

auditioningtobepartofwhatlegangyabothat

malfunctionswhentheirbossisn'taround?Hay

akekhoserious.KuzobakholenjubaqauRangeruthi

heknewuncediswandimkuyoyonkelentouyenzayo

kwelikapaandI'monlysuckinguptoyoubecause

yourhusbandistheegangsta.MntaseIloveyou,

and,Irespectyourhusbandandhe'saGendaweni

yakhebuthomieyourmanain'tshittowhatIknow.

TaBeastknowsheain'tshitcomparedtomeright

nowthoughIaintgotbloodonmyhandslikehim,

butngubanikengokuuRanger?Rhaaman,uyandazi



uRangerS'bongile?URangerlouyandaziba

ndakumphihlizaubuchophowithoutthinkingtwice

gqibakuyobhantintauninainmyplace?Siesman.

Phu"!!!

Ijustlistened...IknewwhateverIsaidthatexact

momentwouldbackfire,asmuchasIfelthisanger

(andImustsayIhaveneverexperiencedthissideof

himbefore,Iwasalsoshockedatsomelevel)I

couldn'tactonit.Iwaslockedupina"safe"place

becausetheysuddenlygrewsomeballstoface

Karoo.Awholelegionofgangstas,hidfromoneman

withsuchastupidgameasKaroo...thatalonejust

baffledmengaleteamkababy.

Soso:"yazIhavethemeanstofuckuptheirsocalled

plan?ButIwon't,becauseimuncuasitisandits

gonnabeaflopanyway.Idon'tevengetwhyta

Beasthastworighthandmenwhoarestupidas

fuck.Howthefuckdidhedothat?Wheredidhefind

thesemorons?Bamuncuelahlobolimuncumanand



whatfrustratesmethemostisthattheythinkthey

haveitallundercontrolkodwababekayourlifeat

riskwiththeirfuckedupstupidityandfoolishness...

S'bongilekudalaenjenauMarcokanyeumoshakele

ngoskeohlukanenoLizard?"

‍♀

Iwantedtolaugh ButIwasn'tsureif

it'ssafe.NdlelaleebevuthangayouSosoIdidn't

wannaseeminsensitive.

Soso:"mxm"

Me:"uphiwenangoku"?

Soso:"I'monmywayhome,Ineedsometimetoblow

offsomesteam"

Me:"I'msorry"

Soso:"I'llcallyoulaterchap"

Me:"okay"



Hehungup

IwantedtocallMarcandgivehimapieceofmy

mind,butIthoughtagainstit.IcalledYareesandtold

himnottogotoMosselbayanymorebuttodeliver

everythingelsethatwediscussedthenmyfocus

wentbacktotrackingthewhereaboutsofmy

belovedhusbandstilltonoavail

Me:"tyhiniuNqabauworse!Umntuukuzifahla

okungaka"??

Iscoutedforfood,shametheytriedbeingabitonthe

healthysideekuthengenikwaboandtherewasa

fridgefilledupandIkindaguessedBulletadvised

themtogetmeasmoothiemaker/blendertoo.Very

thoughtful.Imadeagreensmoothieandwenttolie

down,justrestingwithnana



Me:"babyumvileuuncleSoso?Mnk,uncleMarc

reallyangeredhimhey.ButI'msurehe'llbecalm

ngomso"

Hopefully.
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FollowingdayIwokeuptonewsthattherewas

bloodwarinCapeTownafterfifteenproperties

believedtobelongtoaMrKevinOliphantwereburnt

outthepreviousnight,thejournalistassumeditwas

gang-related.

Me:"wellwellwell...whatdoyouknow,Yareeshas

justprovenhisworth"

Icheckedmymessagesandtherewereacoupleof

missedcallsfromMarcusandawholelotother

peoplewhowereofnoimportancetomethat



momentbutIreturnedMarcus'scallsimmediately.

Marc:"didyoudothat"?

Me:"goodmorning"

Marc:"antwoordmy"

Me:"mxm"

Ihungup,hecalledmeback.

Marc:"wewerealmostdonesettlingthiswithkaroo

andyouwentanddestroyedeverything,whythefuck

didyoudothat"?

Me:"whythefuckdidIdowhatMarcus"?

Marc:"whythefuckdidyougoandburndownhis

property"?

Me:"hewethu,areyouhisadvocatengoku?"

Marc:"Trina"

Me:"hefuckengotusonthestreetsintheweehours



ofthemorning,burntmyhousedown,bombedmy

car,followedmetoEastLondon...Didyouhonestly

thinkI'djointhepitypartyy'allwereinanddo

nothing?Hayfucktchi"

Marc:"BEASTLEFTINUSINCHARGEFORFUCKS

SAKE!!!Canyouandthatfuckenmoffiegetoutof

ourway?Howthefuckarewesupposedtoprotect

youwhenyouexposeyourselftothedanger?Huh?If

youwannaproveyourselftoyourhusbanddon'tdoit

onourwatch,waitforhimtoreturnthenyoucando

that.Freely"

Hehehe!

IthinkSosowasright,unayoindawonamendingayi

qondiyouMarc.

Me:"areyoudone"?

Marc:"noI'mnotdone:Iwanttoemphasizeon

this,letusdoourwork.Withthisstuntthatyou've

pulledwithwhosoeveryou'reworkingwithyou've



droppedusrightatthebeginning.Squareone."

Me:"youcandoyourworkwhenI'mdonewithwhat

I'vestarted"

Marc:"SibongileTrinaliqueSmith,yourstubbornness

isnotnecessarilyattractive.Especiallynotrightnow

"

Me:"atleastmysmartnessis"

Marc:"mxm"

Ihungup

WellIguesswebothhungupatthesametime.

AndingoSosomnaIwasn'tgonnabackdown

ngoskekufunebonakaloku,theymightaswellgo

backtothedrawingboardifstrikingadealwiththe

devilwastheir"powerfulstrategy".

Afteraweek,Yareescametovisitme...withSoso

andIwassoexcitedtoseehimbutIcouldtellhe

wasstillangry.Hiseyeshadlostthesparkbutthey

werefilledwithrage



Me:"juice"?

Soso:"nah,I'llmakemyselfasmoothie"

Ilethim.Hewenttothetableleavingmewith

Yarees

Him:"alldone,accordingtoyourinstructionsma'am"

Me:"howdoIbelieveyou"?

Him:"Soso"

IlookedatSoso

Soso:"he'sgood.Yonkelantoissocleanngathi

yenziwendim"

Me:"anindibhanxiphofu"?

Soso:"mntaseifhekeepsthisstrategicapproach,

he'llremoveRangerfromhispositioninnotime.



Trustme"

Me:"mmh"

IcouldseeYareeswashappywithsuch

compliments.

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"nosweat,there'ssomethingIwashopingwe'd

discuss"

Me:"okay"

Him:"yourbrotherhasbeenquiteexceptionally

inquisitiveaboutthewhereaboutsofMrsOliphant"

Me:"youhaven'ttoldhim"?

Him:"youdidn'tsayIshould"

Me:"hm...Canyoukeepherasecret?Likeforabit

longer"?

Him:"ofcourse"

Me:"thanks,I'llthinkofsomethingtodowithherin



themeanwhile"

Him:"okay"

Me:"benzaniooMarc"?

Him:"discussingawayforwardwithKaroobutIdon't

buyit,thedudeisjustdesperatetogethiswifethat's

all"

Me:"andI'msurehemisseshiskids"

Soso:"whichkids"?

Ilookedathim,whatdoeshemeanwhichkids?

Yareeschimedin

Him:"PoloreturnedthekidstoKaroo"

Me:"WHAT"???

Soso:"hm"

Me:"why?When?WhyamIonlyhearingthisnow"?

Him:"Iwantedtocomewithafullreportback,andI

didn'twantyoutopanic"



Soso:"bamuncu,yivandisitsho"

Him:"atleastwe'restillinpossessionofthewife"

Ikeptquiet...

WhywasMarcusouttheresabotagingme?Kanye

kanyeuthiningesafetyyabantwanabamkuyoyonke

lento?Whatexactlywastheirplaninallof

this?No,no,No,whatwastheiragenda?Allofthem.

Me:"fuckeninheritance"!!!

Theybothlookedatmeconfused.

Me:"okaylistentothis:Ghostisoriginallyfromhere

right?Andsohehasreturned,normallybetweenhim

andhubbyonewouldhavetoleavexakufikeomnye.

Theexchangeshitthey'vebeenexperimentingwith.

SounlikebeforeBeastcannotjustupandleave

becausehe'sbuiltalifewithmedownhere,and



unlikethey'dnormallydohecannotleavemetohis

brother,forhisbrotherliketheydidtoChumaand

Anelisaovertheyears.So,thiswholegangorcrew

originallybelongedtoGhost,right?WhatifGhost

purposefullycreatedthesemishapsjustsoBeast

couldleavethecountryforgoodukuzeyenauGhost

couldgobacktobeingsuperior.Naturallyakraal

cannothavetwobulls,samegoeswithus:agang

cannothavetwoleadersthat'sforsure"

Soso:"sothebeststrategywastoruffleupsome

featherswithalltheseothercrewssothatthey'dbe

lookingfortaBeast"?

Me:"exactly"

Yareeslookedthoughtful...

Him:"butthetaBeastIknowwouldn'tjustleave

withoutafight,theguyisn'tjustcalledBeast

becausetherewasashortageofnames"

Me:"unlesssomeonehetrustsadvisedhimto.I



knowmyhusband,heloveshisbrotherssomuch

especiallyhistwinbrotherakafuninova"

Soso:"sothismeansthiswholethingwasastrategy

togethimoutofthecountrysothatGhostwould

takeoverentirely"?

Yarees:"thatactuallymakessense...Butwhoexactly

aretheyloyalto?ThegangImean"

Me:"ifmytheoryandanalysisiscorrectthenitsclear

Yarees"

Him:"whythenwouldtheybenegotiatingwiththe

enemyinsteadoffighting?Theykeepemphasizing

thatlivesareatriskyettheyarepullingtheirfeet.

Yourbrother...What'shisstory"?

Soso:"IthinkMarc'sloyaltytotaBeastisonly

becauseofyouSibo...Thewayhe'sattendingtothis

wholethingbafflesme.Butnowthaty'allhavesaid

thesethings...I'mnotassurprised"

Me:"true.WhenIneededthemthemosttobethere

formebenzeni?TheyallwenttoLimpopotonurse

Bullet...doesthatevenmakesense?Awholegroup

ofgangstasjustabandonedtheirdutiestogonurse



eachotherswoundsonanotherprovince?AndIwas

supposedtowaitforthembabuye,njani"?

Soso:"whatifKarooisnottheonewhobeatup

Bullet?Butsomeoftheteammembers"?

Yarees:"whatifKarooisn'treallyanenemyhereat

all...Butanally"?

Me:"Beastmentionedgangs,notjustone.But

gangs,ziphiezinye?Kuthenisingekevantongazo"?

Yarees:"Idon'tknowingenaphilentondizayithetha

butacoupleofmonthsbeforetaBeastdiscussed

thisissuewithusI'dseentaGhostwithtaLegend

andIknowthatguyhasquitealotofgangs

reportingtohim"

Me:"Legend?ULegendfromDurban"?

Yarees:"yes,that'stheone.HewashereinCape

Townezekwigraduationyomntanawakhe"

Soso:"sobasicallyyonkelentohasbeen

orchestratedcarefully,teamingupwiththeseallies

justtogetridofoneperson?Thesefagotsare

fuckedupcowardsnaloGhostwabo"



Me:"saythatagain...ButYarees,what'sYOURloyalty

tomyhusband?BecauseIdon'tgetit,nooffence

intended"

Yarees:"itsalongstory"

Soso:"asyoucansee,wehaveenoughtime"

Helookedatmethenshookhisheadwajonga

emnyangosajongananoSoso.

Yarees:"he'smybrother"

Me:"myhusbandhassomanybrothersandtheyare

notasloyal"

Yarees:"notentirely...wellsortof"

Me:"Idon'tunderstandsortof,isheyourbrotheror

not"?

Yarees:"ndingumkhuluwawooKuhle:thetwinsfrom

Durban.Butwedon'tshareutata"

Soso:"youlie"!



Yarees:"askthem"

Soso:"tshiniYarees!Inobayilontondikuthande

ndiqalanokubona...nohomo.Dudeourhearts

almoststoppedIactuallythoughtyouwereaboutto

tellusyou'reachildhehadwhenhewasateenager"

Yarees:"whaaat"??

Me:"Sosoyoureadmymind...I'mnotdisputingwhat

youjustsaidbutImean,Bulletishisbrothertoobut

lookwherehisloyaltiesare"

Yarees:"asifanisingabantu,sonkethinaekhaya

safundiswanguyeevenooKuhleandluckilyfor

themwabafundisathelegitwayofdoingbusiness"

Soso:"washyekaphikengokuwena"?

Yarees:"IwashereinSAwhentheystudied

overseas,becauseoflackofjobsafterIgraduatedin

BcomAccountingheofferedmeapositioninhis

companyphaeDurbanandIworkedthereforfive

years.LastyearIgotpromptedandrelocatedtothis

side,thenIkindabumpedontothissideofhislife"

Me:"...andIsupposeyoufellinlovewithit"?



Helaughed...

Yarees:"I'mnotagangstaLuthando"

Me:"could'vefooledme"

Yarees:"I'monlyherebecauseheaskedmetolook

afteryou,atthetimeIdidn'tunderstandwhyhe'd

choosemetodothatwhenhe'sgotmanymen

workingforhimbutnowI'mbeginningtothinkhe

waswellawareofthisstrategytheganghad

plannedagainsthim"

Soso:"yhouyathethalonto...yazbandisothukile

ukubaungubhutikaKuhle"

Wealllaughed

Me:"onaseriousnotenow,howdidyoumanageto

doeverythingIaskedyoutodoifyou'renogangsta"?

Yarees:"yourhusbandknowsyouverywell,the



laptopheleftbehindwasnomistakeheknewyou'd

finditandmakegooduseofit.Everythingyou

requiredthatnight,heleftinmypossessionsaying:

ndiyamaziuLuuuzakufunaezizinto.Ihavethree

undercoverpoliceonhispayrollthatworkedwithme

kwintoyonkesorelax,Igotyou"

Soso:"andIthoughtIwassmart"

Me:"waitwaitwait...SoBeastactuallytrappedme

intothissituation"?

Yarees:"no,heknewyou'dwanttodosomethingso

heleftyouwithresources"

Me:"tyhinilendoda"

Yarees:"Iactuallyadmirehowmuchheknows

you,youwereexactlyhowhedescribedyou.Eventhe

thingsyoudid,hementionedthem...cabawakhe

wamtshiselaiiclubszakhe"

Soso:"hahaha!Notthatplease,sadlulaapho

susbuyiselaumva"

Me:"ndisukendamuncumnangokuguys"

Yarees:"itsunderstandablebut,wehavetocomeup



withastrategytogetyououtofherewithoutusing

theirresources.Assoonaspossible,becausewe

don'tknowhowfartheycouldgowithwantingto

pleasetaGhostORtomendfenceswiththeirnewly

foundfriends.Youcouldbeingreatdanger"

Soso:"mydad'sjetisavailableforthat"

Yarees:"isitstillaround"?

Soso:"yeah,kulindwemnabenditheandizangohlala

I'lljustspendthedaywithherthensigodukenala

chap"

Yarees:"great,nowthat'ssorted.Whatdowedo

ngababacingbabaclever"

Soso:"Ihaveaplan..."

Wesatdownandstrategised.Icontributedjusta

fewthings,theyhaditcoveredalready.Sosocalled

hisfatherforafewfavours,hisfatherdealtwith

Legendandtherestofthecrew.Threedaysafter

ourplandiscussionIpackeduptoleave.Sosotook

myluggageinadifferentcar,YareesandIwentto



meetmydadatWaterfront.Ihadcalledhim,hewas

abouttobecomepartofthestrategywithout

realisingit.

Me:"taBongs"

Bongz:"IwassurprisedyoucalledbutI'mgladyou

did"

Me:"thisisnotasocialcall...uhambangantoni"?

Bongz:"Icalledacab"

Me:"thenwe'llridetogether,Iwannatakeyou

somewhere"

Bongz:"oh"

Iwalkedour,hefollowedmesangena

emotweni,SosoandYareeshadpreviouslymanaged

togettheKaroofamilylockedinoneolacewith

Ranger,Marc,Bullet,Guddaandtwootherguys.All

strappedinelectrocutionchairs.Thefourofus

walkedin...



Me:"molweni...itsabitcozyinhere,don'tyouthink

Ranger"?

Marc:"Trinawatgaanaannou"?

Therewasahooteroutside...

Soso:"ah,wehavevisitors"

Heopenedthemassivedoorandinwalkedthegreat

meanwiththeirsubordinates:SirTituswithhisteam

andLegendwithhis.Isawfearallovertheirfaces.

SirTituslookedatmydadforaverylongtime,then

theyman-hugged,followedLegend.

Me:"nowthattheVVIPpersonnelhasarrived,we

shouldbegin"

Yarees:"yesma'am"



Heturnedonthechairs...foroneminutethenturned

themoff.

Me:"letmedotheintroduction:ThisistaBongz,Sir

Titusandofcourseasyouallknow;thehonourable

MrLegend"

Karoo:"Polowatgaanaanmetjoususter"?

Itoldthemeverythingwe'vediscoveredandmy

focuswasonmyownbrotherwhochosetobeloyal

toathugthanhisownsisterandBulletwhocould've

beenneutralbutchosetotakeaside.

Me:"youknowitsamazinghowthisthingcalledthe

brainworks:Ihadquitealotoftimejustgoing

throughthemostrecentevents.Forexample

Marcus,yourreactionwhenItoldyouIremovedmy

trackerkindaputalightbulbon,andasyouknow-I

don'tletgountilIfindanswers.Inowknowy'all



plantedthebombsinourcars,meaningy'allhave

beenplanningthisforawhilehuh"?

Sosogavemealoadedgun,withasilencerofcourse.

Kuthecwaka,justheavybreathing...

Me:"Karoo,howmuchdidtheypayyouforyour

services?Icouldactuallytriplethat:oncondition

thatyoutakethisgun,andshootGlenda.Game"?

Karoo:"thefuckyoutalkingabout"?

Me:"this..."

Ifiredashotonhisfeethealmostjumpedoffhis

chair,buthewasrestrained.

Me:"doyouunderstandthequestion?OrshouldI

elaborateevenmore"?

Karoo:"elaboratesekakmanfokjoumasêpoes"!



Ishotthatsamefootthreetimes...akayuphinda

ahambe.

Me:"didtheyeventellyouwe'resiblingsthough?"

Karoo:"siblingssekak"

Me:"Ifyoudon'tbelieveme,askdaddy...he'sright

here"

IlookedatBongz...Hewasn'tgivingawayany

emotions.Rubbishikaziyendoda.

Marc:"isditwaartaBongs"?

Wathulaumntu...

Me:"taLegend"

Hesteppedforward,Karoowasmoaninginpain.



Legend:"olamajimboz"

Them:"Salute,salutetaLegend"

Soso:"kwayara"

Legend:"asyoucansee,thingshavechanged...I've

receivedanewunderstandingofthebriefyougave

meregardingthissituationy'allarein.Ididn'tknow

youguysactuallywanttooverthrowBeastsoyou

cangobacktoyournotsoanewleaderbutthat's

noneofmybusiness.Iamheretoinformyoumajita

thatIwillnolongerbefoundinanyassociationwith

y'all.I'mtoooldforsuchgamesSalute"

Them:"-lute"

Me:"shortandpowerful,now...TaBongshere"

Igavehimagun,hetookitandlookedat

me,somehowtherewaspityinhiseyes.Orhe

neededablunt?



Me:"I'veneveraskedanythingfromyou,becauseI

knewthere'llbedaysliketoday...Karoohasbeenon

mycaseforthepastthreeweeksandnowI'mtired

ofhidingawayfromtheworldbecauseofhim

ndizaziandimenzangantoIdon'tevenknowhim.I

calledyouherebecauseIneedyoutotakecareof

himforme.Onceandforall"

Helookedatthegun,thenbackatme...thenhe

cockedthegun.

Gudda:"haibotaima"!

Karoo:"dadseriously"?

Ilookedathim,heaimedbutIcouldseeheaimed

abovehisheadsothebulletwentstraighttothewall.

Bongz:"I'msorrymntanamIcan'tdowhatyouwant



metodo"

Me:"thoughtasmuch"

IlookedatSoso,Yareeswenttoassisthimasthey

pulledGlenda'schairtothefront.Facingher

husbandbutatafairdistance.

Me:"tellheryoumuchyouloveher"

Hecouldn't...Hejustbrokedown

Me:"tyhiniKaroocummon,don'tbeaSissienow"

Bavelabalilabobabini ‍♀Iwenttosquatin

frontofGlenda,shealmostspatonmyfacebutI

quicklymovedawaysoherspitlandedonthescarf

onmychest,Istoodupndamhleka,uthexa

ezothethandamfakaudlwabevulwempama

kwabuhlungukum.Wangathiufunauhlekawithher



headcockedtotheside,ndamvusangenyeIheard

Karoocursingbehindmesondamyekaandreturned

myfocusbacktohim.

Me:"Ineedabucketoficedwater"

Yareeswezanawoinasec,Ipouredthewhole

twentylitresonKaroo'sheadwatshoesikrakraandI

pluggedhischairemanzienjalondayomaphambiko

RangernoGudda.

Me:"HaywenaGuddashame...uyipestnjeapha

ebominibamandkengokundikruquketothepointof

noreturnkumanendikusizelakubaungumntaka

tatacozundingcolele.Youdon'tdeservetobe

anyone'sbrother,butIcan'tfaultyouforbeingyour

father'sson"

Gudda:"mntaseI'msorry,Ireallyamsorry.Things

werenotsupposedtobelikethis"

Me:"yeahI'msorrytoo"



IputthegunonRangersfreedhand

Me:"showmeyourloyaltyMre"

Gudda:"Sibopleasedon'tdothis.Rangermfethu...

Taima...Marctalktoher"

IwaitedtoseeRangerandhedidn'tthinktwice,he

justshotGuddaentlokokwaphihlikaubuchophoall

over.

Me:"mh,IwishIcouldsayyou'reamanbutIcan't

becauseyou'rejustameremurderer"

IlookedatBonginkosi

Me:"usegrandtaBongz"?

Noemotionwhatsoever.



Me:"don'tworryI'llfixbothyourproblemsforyou

namhlanje,you'llthankmeoneday.Ihope

uyambhatalakeuAvbob"

Me:"Glendagatheryourcouragesolong,becauseits

thesurvivalofthosewithballstodayandifyoudon't

haveany...likeyourmanthenyoubettergrownsome.

Fast"

IwenttoBullet...

Me:"youknowhetrustedyoungobomibethu,right"?

Him:"yougotthiswholethingthewrongway

Tee,we'reactuallyworkingons-"

Me:"I'msure...Rangeryou'regoodatthis,dubula

nantsintakasoje"

Range:"hahTeemfethu"!

Me:"youcan'tshoothimbecausehe'syourbosses



brother"?

Range:"Trinamfethu...wecallsettlethiswithout

killingeachother"

Karoo:"that'strue"

Soso:"hayuyafakewenaKaroonodiscussion"

Range:"bra...Justgiveusaminutetoexplain"

IlookedatMarcandhearttore.Ididn'tevenwant

himtosayanything,IjustlookedatSosoandYarees

babavasangamanziandiceandturnedontheir

chairsasIreturnedtothecryingcouple.

Me:"haveyoumannedupG"?

ShejustbrokedownagainandIwasgettingirritated

Me:"ammagiveboth'oy'allanoption:eitheryou

shooteachotherorabringinKaratodothe

honours"



Karoo:"youaresick"!

Me:"wesharethesameblood,noneedtohonorme

whenyoushouldbethankingdaddyoverhere"

Karoo:"issyrerigjoudogterpa"?

Heslowlynod.

IsmiledatKaroo'sshock.

Karoo:"youjustkilledyourdamnbrother"

Me:"no,Rangerkilledhim.Notme"

Karoo:"youfuckentoldhimto"

Me:"andhe'sgonnakillyoutoo,theworldisgonnabe

abetterplacewithoutyoulot"

Karoo:"huh,soyoudon'thavetheballstodoit

yourself"

Ismiledathim,shotstraightintohisrighteyehis

chairfellbackwards.Hiswifewassoshockedshe



couldn'tcry...

Me:"nowlistenup...gotellGhostundilingene"

Kwathicwaka...

SirTitus:"withthatbeingsaid,ifIevenhearayou

bitcheshurtaflyoraleafthatbelongstoher...I'll

personallycutoffyourdicksandfeedthemtoyou.

Weclear"

Them:"yessir"

Legend:"thatisinclusiveofyoutooBongz,wedon't

carewhatscoreyouhavetosettlewithher.If

anything,andImeananythinghappenstoheror

anyoneclosetoher...I'lldealwithyou.Personally.

Salute"?

Bongsnod...slowly.

Ingathingumntulowothukileyo ISoso,Yarees,and



SirTitusrodetogether.Legendwenthisown

way...boththesegiantslefttheirguystodothe

cleanupinthatwarehouse.Weboardedthejetand

asittookoff,Landileemergedfromtheroomswith

mybabies

Me:"where...Haibo,Uba.Howdidtheygethere"?

Yarees:"youhaveacall"

Itookhisphoneandlookedatthescreen,private

number

Me:"hello"?

Beast:"Hey"

Yhu!

Aqhokrekaonkeamathamboamattherecognition

ofhisvoice.



Beast:"Ican'twaittoseeyou"

Me:"ohmyGod...uyabuya"?

Beast:"no...butnizaaphanina"

IlookedatSoso...

Me:"sizaeCongo?Ninitatakhe"?

Beast:"rightnow,tatalaSosounizisaapha"

Ibrokedown...Finallyitshappening.

Beast:"sukhalakalokubaby"

Me:"yhuNqaba!Yhu"

IgaveYareeshisphonebeforeIloosemyself,yesI



wasmadathimbutIwashappythatI'dseehim,hug

him,kisshim.ThoughIwasabitnervousabout

meetinghis"real"family,Iwasactuallylooking

forwardtothatmoment.Mybabieswerefinally

abouttomeetgrandad,goodness.Isuddenlyhad

hope...somethingIhadlostinthepastfewweeks.
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Icouldn'tbelievemyears,inaminuteIjustgot

overwhelmedwithuncontrollableemotionsandI

didn'tknowwhetherI'mrelievedorangry...Like,how

doeshesoundsochilledaftereverythingI'vegone

throughnjengalevekiinye?Likesiziyekeezinye

iintsuku,justthispastweek.Hasheforgottenthat

I'mpregnant?Ndizobelekelaphi?Whatabouthis

family?Imean,thepeopleareliterallymourningfor

himeMonti.

"mntaseyouneedtobreath...Hey,S'bongile...

S'bongileBreath"



Ishutmyeyesandhadablackout.

AboutanhourlaterIwokeupinbed,jetbed and

Sosowaswatchingoverme.Isatupandworemy

shoeswithoutsayingaword,wenttothemirror

ndakhendazijonga...itfeltlikeadreamyonkenje

lento.StillstandingthereIfeltabitdizzysoIquickly

returnedtothebedandsatdown

Soso:"youhungry"?

Me:"yesbutIthinkI'mmostlythirsty"

Heleftme,returnedwithabottleofwateranda

cartonoforangejuice.Idrankthewater

ndaphefumla

Me:"areyougoingwithus"?

Soso:"nowe'lldropyouoffattheairportthen

sibuyeleeSA"



Me:"Ineedahugefavourfromyou,andyouknowI

trustyoumorethanItrustmyself"

Soso:"shoot"

Me:"Ineedyoutogotomyhouse..."

Soso:"youdon'thaveahouseanymore,itshile.

Remember"?

Me:"IknowthatbutI'mquitesureayitshanga

ibasement"

Helookedatme

Me:"don'tlookatmelikethat,uzongenangelacango

lilaphaphantsiwiththestepsleadingtothe

undergrownelectronicdoor.Nqabagaveyouthe

basementcoderight?Ineedyoutogothere...atthe

endoftheroomthere'saglobe;Earthglobethat'son

ablackmarblestand.Behinditthere'sadoor,you

canonlyopenitonceliyazivalawithinsixtyseconds"

Soso:"ndiyothinipha?Youknowitsrisky...right"?



Me:"that'swhyndcelawenayou'llfindawaytopullit

off"

Soso:"mh"

Me:"insidethatdoorthere'saboutfourbookshelves

againstthewallnothingelse;gostraighttotheone

onyourleftasyouenterandpushitbackwards.

You'llfindtwelvebrownleatherbriefcases,I'mgonna

needthem"

Soso:"isitmoney"?

Me:"yes"

Soso:"twelveyebriefcasesyonke"?

Me:"itsthemoneyItookfromNqaba'sclubsbefore

burningthemdown"

Soso:"yhuuyafihlaTrinalique.Whatifthoseguys

crackedthecodetothebasement"?

Me:"Idon'tthinktheyeventhoughtofthat,anyway

theywouldn'tfinditeveniftheytried.So,canyoudo

thisforme"?

Soso:"doyoutrustYarees"?



Me:"youwannaworkwithhim"?

Soso:"kinda...IthinkmnanayenoLaacanpullthis

offwithoutentirelyinvolvingdadorhispeople"

Me:"butbraLandileistoosoft"

Soso:"notanymore...lookdon'tstress,we'llgetyour

moneyandbringittoyouASAP"

Me:"enkosimntase.SoizothiniintoyooMarc"?

Soso:"haysukahe'llbefine,inguyenoBulletno

Ranger.Theyhavetodeliverthemessageto

Ghost,andwedidn'treallywannakillyourbrotherin-

law.He'sstillyourhusband'sbrother"

Me:"andtherest"?

Soso:"therestwillsurelydie...oraresurelydead.Oh

noGlendaugodukilewethu,she'suseless"

Me:"IusedtobeshockedathowcasualBeastwould

talkaboutkillingpeople...untilnow"

Soso:"you'llbefine,youjustneedawarmbathube

grand"

Me:"IneedmorethanabathSoso,thatmanhasalot



ofquestionstoanswer...ngokunotngomso.Tyhini

bethuna,yaznowthatIknowthatheknewall

along,umbuzowamkubaebezothiniifIhad

miscarriedkuyoyonkelento"?

Soso:"don'tbehardonhim,he'shadalottodealwith

too"

Me:"uphilileLwandiso"?

Soso:"Mntaseakukholulaukwamnkelathatthe

samemenyousharedwarmthwithforninemonths,

samemenyoushareeverythingwithisactuallythe

oneokungcoleleyo.That'swhyhehadtogoaway,in

hisbetrayalheknewbeingwithhisfatherwould

somewhatbringhimhealingbutakanilibalanani

hencewe'rehere"

Me:"mxm"

Soso:"mydadonlyagreedtogetinvolvedkuyo

yonkelentobecauseofhisloyaltytoyourfatherin-

lawandapparentlyyourhusband'sthefavoriteson

amongstthetwo"

Me:"hecan'tbeafavoritesonkodwawaziwa

eyedwaengenawele"



Soso:"he'sgonnaelaborateonthat,butIhearthatu

Ghostloumnkeemoshilekwalaphoniyakhona.He

blewtheircover"

Me:"tyhinilendoda!Iwasevenstartingtolikehim"

Sosolaughed...seriously.Hisrelationshipwithhis

son,yiyoleibidlalangamehlowam.

Me:"nimshiyephiuOwe"?

Soso:"simseKunina...bawubonabamabenzenjani"

Me:"andwedon'tknowifnayeakekhokuleplan

yendodakhekwalochuma"

Soso:"yeah"

Phew

Me:"pleasebringmemykids"

Soso:"sure"



Heleft,Itookmyphoneandcheckedmessages.My

motherin-lawhadcalledacoupleoftimes,butI

didn'twannarespondtoheryet...Ifirsthadtofind

outwhatNqaba'splanwasngayoyonkelento.Soso

returnedwithUvelile

Soso:"Ubaisinthecockpitakafunuphuma"

Me:"qheliswenguMonoyise"

ItookUveandlaydownwithhisheadonmychest

Me:"qumbelenimntanam"?

Uve:"funutatam"

Me:"awumfuniyenaumamakho"?

Uve:"amfuna...notatam"

Me:"we'llseehimjustnowokay"?

Uve:"kay"



Hejustclosedhiseyessavelasalalasobabini.They

cametowakeupupwhenwe

landed,sohlika...yep,DRCitwas.Ididn'tknow

whethertobeexcitedoranxious

Yarees:"masambeni"

Theycarriedourlittleluggage,andmysleepingsons

astheyledustoawaitingRanger.

Me:"andthis"?

Yarees:"ThisisClive,he'lltakeyoutoahotel.Your

husbandwillmeetyouthere"

Clive:"he'sstillbusyinameetingbut,I'llmakesure

youaresafe"

Me:"howdoItrustyou"?

Clive:"letmetrycallinghim"



Me:"please"

Hedialedhimonloudspeaker...

Beast:"Clive,ItoldyouI'mgoingtoameeting"

Clive:"Iknow"

Beast:"thenwhat'sup?Whyareyoucallingme"?

ClivelookedatmeIjustrolledmyeyes...andgotin

thecar.Clivegotinanddroveustothehotel,we

werebookedintoafamilysuitthenheleftus.I

checkedmyphone,itsnetworksaid:outofrange

sonowIhadtochangemynumbertoo?Mxm.I

chargedalltheelectronicswehad,putthekidson

thebedthenIlockedthedoorandwenttobath.

WhenIwasdoneIlookedthroughthemenusfor

food...anythingfamiliarthatwecouldnibbleon.I

orderedlambstewwithsteamedveggiesandpapat

least.Alongwith2litresofsealedfruitjuicethenI

waitedforNqaba...InanticipationbecauseIdidn't



knowhowIwasgonnareactxandimbona.Thefood

camethroughbutthekidswerestillfastasleepso

ndatyandabashiyelaandstoredtheirinthe

microwaveprovidedintheroom.ThenI

napped...aboutanhourortwolater,thelandlinein

theroomrang....

Me:"low"?

Beast:"ndcelauvule"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"ndcelauvule"

Me:"useyourownkey"

Beast:"Itriedbutyouboltedfromtheinside"

Me:"mh.Kay"

Beast:"sharp"

Igotup,pulledagownfromitshangingrackthenI

wenttoopenforhimndashiyandivulileandwentto

thebathroom.Minuteslater,hewalkedin...evenfrom



thebathroomicouldsmellhisscent,hadn'tchanged

onebit.Iflushedandwalkedouttohim

Beast:"goodmorning,welcometotheDRC"

Me:"reallytatakhe"?

Hesmiledandwalkeduptomeforahug,Imeltedin

hisarms.SuddenlyIbecameoverwhelmedby

emotionsIjustbrokedown hekepthiscool

andrubbedmyback

Beast:"I'msorry"

YhuwaxolisauNqaba!!!!Itslikeheknewthat'sallI

wantedtohear,sorry.Ididn'tneedhimtobreakit

downIjustwantedhimtosayit.Meaningfully.He

tookustositonthecouchesontheothersideofthe

roomthenhecleanedmyface



Beast:"I'mreallysorryIputyouinthatposition"

Ijustsniffed

Beast:"Nalique"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"pleasesayyouforgiveme.Beforeanything

elseIjustneedtoknowyouforgiveme"

Me:"youcouldhaveatleasttoldmehe'safteryou"

Beast:"Iwasn'tentirelysureuntilIgotthisside"

Me:"butyouknew,andyouleftustoopenriskNqaba.

Yourchildrencouldhavebeendead"

Beast:"notthatitmakesthesituationanydifferent

buthewouldn'thavegonethatfar..."

Me:"youclearlydon'tknowyourbrotherstheway

youthinkyoudo"

Hekeptquiet...Iexhaled.Iwasrelivedhe'sfineon



thephysicallevelbutIcouldseethathisemotional

statewassomethingtobeconcernedabout.

Ijustthrewmyarmsaroundhisneckandhugged

him.

Me:"Iguessallthatmattersfornowisthatwe're

hereandsafe.Right"?

Hesniffed hisheadburiedonthegapbetween

myheadandshoulder,thehugtightened.

Me:"heybabe...itsokay.Silaphasonkemos.Itsokay"

Wejustkeptthehug,Iwasprayingbangavukingoku

enjeabantwanabakhebecausebonabafuna

utatabobacknotthisemotionalwreck.

[10/11,19:48]‪+27730692704‬:#502



"Ibroughtyouguysfood"

Ismiledathim,hewasbacktobeinghimselfina

matterofseconds.KantikunzimaukubayindodaI

swear,becausetheydon'twannabeperceivedas

weakorvulnerablebutatthesametimethey're

hurting.

Me:"wecaneatovukakooUba,rightnowyouandI

needtotalk"

Beast:"babythatsoundsserious"

Me:"becauseitis"

Hesighedandsurrendered.

Beast:"okay,howdowegoaboutthis"

Me:"Iwannaknoweverythingyouknow"



Beast:"hayba-"

Me:"you'renotgoingtotellmeitsdangerousto

knoweverything.Areyou"?

Beast:"Iuhmno...Iwithdrawmystatement"

Me:"good.NowI'mallears"

Beast:"sokulomtshintshiselwanobesiwenzaallour

livesMarcandtherestoftheteamwerefirstlyhis

people,Ihadmyownpeoplethisside.Ithappened

thatkuloprocessImetyou,whenhegotbackI

wasn'treallyexpectinghimbecauseitwasn'ttime

yetontopofthatIhadn'tgottenachancetotellyou

aboutthispartofourlives.Itriedtalkingtohim

ndisamfihlilebuthewouldn'ttalkbaubuyiswe

yintonibeforetimethennawekewasibhaqasohe

gotachancetogetawaywithwhateverthathedid

here.Fastforward:throughouttheyearsthatI've

beenleadingthesepeopleIhavenoticedtheir

changeofheartandtheirtacticsondailybasisbutI

didn'twantthemtoknow,youontheother

hand...whenyounoticed,youwantedtoactonit.

Immediately.Impulsively.StartingfromlantoyooX



nooOcean"

Me:"soyoukilledX"?

Beast:"no"

Me:"whodid"?

Beast:"Ghostdid"

Me:"haycummon,wherewasGhostthen"?

Beast:"hewashere,butsomehowheheardwhatX

didsoheorderedhisguystoexecutetheguy"

Me:"hisguysbeingooMarc"?

Beast:"yes"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"so;taLegendcalledmeaboutmy"recent

visit"butIknewIhadn'tvisitedhiminawhilesoin

myconfusionhedidhisownresearchandfoundout

thatthere'stwoofusthenIsawhiminCapeTown.

Hewastellingmemybrotherpaidhimavisitbuthe

wouldn'ttellmewhatthevisitwasaboutthenI

heardfromotherguys...infacttheyjustaskedme

whatmybrotherwasuptoandagainIwasclueless



becauseheengaged"my"righthandmeninthisplan

ofhissoallinallIwaskeptinthedarkpurposefully

becauseIwastobeoverpoweredeventually.Idid

myowndiggingandfoundouttheirplan,thenIcalled

theteamthissidekubaIkindfeltuneasyaboutalot

ofthingsandtheytoldmehowhescattered

everythingnotjustthegangbuthealsomisusedmy

money,cuttingtieswithmylongterminvestors,

clienteleandthenranawaytoSouthAfrica.Of

courseatthetime,theydidn'tknowitwasn'tme

becausetheyonlyknewoneofusexistedsoIhadto

makeaconferencecalltoexplainthingstothem

bephelele.Theyweren'tsosureofmystorysoI

calleddadandtoldhimeverythinghopinghe'dstep

inkwelicalalebusinessandmayberescuemy

ruinedreputation"

Me:"everything"?

Beast:"yesevenaboutyou"

Me:"butyousaid-"

Beast:"IknowwhatIsaid"

Me:"okayletmeguess,headvisedyoutocomethis



side"?

Beast:"hewantedtogotoSAtosortthisthingout

butIstoppedhim,Iinitiallywantedtoknowforsure

whereIstandwiththeseguysandsohesuggested

thiswholeplan"

Me:"planforyoutomoveandtohavemedealwith

thismess?Alone"?

Beast:"Iknowitwasimmatureofmeatsomelevel

ortosomeextentbutItrustedyou,trustme,Iknew

deepdownthatIwasgamblingwithyourlivesbutI

couldn'tthinkofanyoneelsebutyoutodealwith

this"

NdakhendamjongauNqaba...Isheseriously

serious?Likeforreal?

Beast:"IknowImaysoundabitinsensitiveor

unmanlybutitplayedoutwellintheend"

Me:"youknowIloveyou,right"?



Henod

Me:"butshamethatwassodumbofyou.Stupid

even.DoyouknowthatKaroochasedusoutofour

house...wait,no,ourhomeintheweehoursofthe

morningbeforeburningitdown?Ndangusthubeni

neentsanazakhopastthreeekuzenikusaNqaba?

Sahambasilalakwimiziesingayaziyo...like...Idon't

knowhowtofeelrightnow.YesI'mgratefulsisafe

eventuallybutI'msofuckenmadatyouawunaidea"

Beast:"I'llunderstandifyouneedsomespacefora

while,Iwon'tputpressureonyou.That'swhynifikele

aphainsteadofendlini,Iwantedustosortthings,you

torestabitthenwecangondiyokwazisa"

Me:"brakhawumengeeintroductions:tellme,

ubuzothiniukubabendiphumeisisukulengxuba

kaxakaundifakekuyo?Knowinghowriskythatkinda

lifeisyetyouputyourunbornbabyrightintothe

dangerseye.Ngokubenincokolanotatakhodidn't

youmentionittohimthatI'mpregnantmaybe?That

I'mactuallymoreatriskthanyou"?



Wathula....

Me:"awuzokwazikeuthula,becauseyoudidthisto

us.Tome.YesIunderstandyou'rehurting,infact

youfeelbetrayedbyyourbrotherandinthis

sense...brothersbecausekwalaBulletufityinkazana

njebuthoneyI'mnotgonnasitherewithyouand

pretendlikeI'mhappyforwhatyouputusthrough

whenI'mnot.You'retheonewhosaidyou'ddo

anythingandeverythingtoprotectusbutwhenwe

neededtofeelsafe,yourantodaddy.Nowtellme

baby,howamIsupposedtofeelwithyourightnow"?

Helookeddown....

Me:"Nqaba"

Beast:"Luu"

Me:"please...talktome"



Hejustshrugged

Me:"haikengoku"

Afteramomentofsilencehegotuptostandbythe

window,hestoodwithhisbackfacingmebutI

watchedhimwipinghisfacewithhishands

Beast:"IknowIfailedyouandtrustme,ithurts.It

hurtssobadtorealizehowmuchI'vefailedyouasa

husbandandhowmuchI'vefailedmychildrenasa

father.EachandeverydaythatIspenthere,was

torturebecauseIknewkungasakuthethwaenyinto

thoughIwasprayingabouty'alldayin,dayout.I

knowthisain'tnoexcusebutIgottasayit:akhonto

ibuhlunguukodlulaukungcatshwangumntu

ubumthembile,ligazilakho,someoneyouspentnine

monthsofyourexistencewith.Icouldn'ttellyouthe

detailsbecauseyesIwasn'treallysureofwhatwas



goingonbutmostlybecauseinmyownmindI

thoughtIwasprotectingyou"

Heturnedwandijonga....

Beast:"Luthandoyouknowbetterthananyoneelse

thatI'mfarfrombeingperfect.Youdon'tmention

mynameandperfectinonesentence...Withthat

beingsaid,I'mnottryingtohidebehindmy

imperfectionsbutIknowonethingthatIloveyou

andthatIdon'twanttolooseyou"

Hecamebacktositdownnexttome...takingboth

myhands.

Beast:"IamsorryforeverythingIhaveputyou

throughinmyabsence.I'msorrybabyforputting

yourlivesatrisk,iftherewasanotherwaytohave

donethings-I'dhavetakenit.IamsorryNalique

pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme"



Ijustlookedaway,Icouldn'tstandthepainwrittenall

overhisface.

Beast:"itdoesn'thavetobenowmntuwambut

pleasedo..."

Nowwasmyturntocry Hepulledmeintoa

tightembracewhereIlostallcontrolofeverything

thatI'vebeenpackinglonkeelixeshaebengekho.

Beast:"ndcelauxoloLuu"

"Tatam"

Seriously?

Uba:"Uveukhonahankutatakhozombona"



‍♀

Bavukelantonindisathuthuzelwa?Haykodwa

banomonaabantwanabakaNqabasuka Igot

upandwenttocleanmyselfupwhiletheyhugged

theirfather.
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Ireturnedfromthebathroombesabukanaandjust

wenttobed,Ineededamomentwithmyself.He

neededamomentwithhischildren.Theyneededa

lotoftimewiththeirfather.

Theymadeanoisechattingandlaughingonthe

othersideuntilIfellasleep,whenIwokeup,wewere

allonthebedandtheywerefastasleepsoftly

snoringwhileboththeirheadswereonhisbroad

chest.Igotupandwenttolookforfood,thefoodhe

saidhe'dbroughtus myheartdidflipbacksatthe

sightofchickenwraps ‍♂ е♂goodness



gracioushowdidthismanknowwhattobring?I

platedtwolargewraps,thesourcheesedippingand

potatochips,satdownwithabottleofwaterand

coveredmylegswithashawlasIallowedmyselfto

enjoythemoment.NdatyandahluthathenIjustlay

onmybackrubbingmybelly,Nanahasbeen

neglectedforthepastfewdays.

Me:"utatakhouyagulashameyazmntanam,izinto

azixelelaumamakhoziyothusa"

UgulanyhaniuNqaba,Istillcouldn'tfathomhowhe

believedthatinmyconditionI'dbeabletohandleall

ofthis.Unjanilomntu?Thenheexpectsmetojust

be"okay"withthis?How?YesIhandledit,atthe

expenseofbloodshedrightinfrontofme,Ilosttwo

bloodybrothersinthatprocess.Eveniftheydidn't

matterthatmuchtome,theywerestillmyfather's

sons.Mxminfacttheydidn'tmatteratall.I'mnot

eveninterestedinseeinghisfamily

anymore,somehowapieceofmejustwantedtogo



backhome.AtleastthereI'dknowwhattodowith

myself...I'dfindcomforteveninthisuncomfortable

situation.

AftersometimeIheardhimwalkingtowardsthe

loungesoIjustlookedupandoureyesmet

Beast:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Hecamearoundandliftedmyfeet,satdownandput

themonhislapsmassagingthem.

Beast:"utyile"?

Me:"yeahyou'rehungry"?

Beast:"nahI'mcool"

Me:"atsomepointyouhavetoeat,youknowthat.

Right"?



Henod

Me:"Idon'thaveserviceonmyphonesandIneedto

callLwandiso"

Beast:"youcanusemine,I'llgetyoursimstonight

xandiyeendliniIforgottheminmyroom"

Me:"kay"

HegavemehisphoneandIcalledSoso...Ineededto

beupdated.

Soso:"bigguy"?

Me:"itsme"

Soso:"heyBabes,how'stheothercountry"?

Me:"mxm...I'mgood.Yourself"?

Soso:"you'renotgood,what'sgoingon"?

Me:"I'mgood.Seriously...I'mcheckinguponthat

favour"



Soso:"itssorted,weretrievederr'thangbutandikho

sureifI'llhavetimetovisityouthisweek.I'mneeded

attheplant,SihleandYareesaresortingoutacouple

ofthingsinthebusinessesinCapeTownandIstill

havetocheckonOwe"

Me:"okay...I'llcallyouagain,ndizokhendthetheno

tataKaUba"

Soso:"okaysure.Uberightman"

Me:"loveyoutoo"

IhungupanddialedChuma...butbeforeIcouldcall

her,Irememberedthatsomeoneisactually"dead"

hereandwecan'thavenosypeopleinourbusiness

rightnow.

Me:"canyoumakethisprivate"?

Hetookthephoneandpressedsomebuttonsthen

gaveitbacktome.IdialedChuma



Chuma:"privatehello"?

Me:"hi.UkudeKuOwentando"?

Chuma:"ndthethanabani"?

Me:"Trina"

Chuma:"oohokay...gimmeasecI'llcallhim"

Me:"sure"

Iwaited,thisguywasstillbusywithmyfeet ‍♀

Owe:"mama"?

Me:"heyboy,unjani"?

Owe:"I'mgood.Imissyouguys,niphi?Uthiutatadad

passedaway.Isthattrue"?

‍♀

TatabeingNtandoanddadbeingNqaba.



Me:"we'recurrentlyaway,butI'llcomeseeyouobuya

kwethu"

Owe:",areyouinEastLondon"?

Me:"ha.aboy"

Owe:"ooh,soisthistrueaboutdad?IsthatwhyI'm

nowlivingwithChuma"?

Me:"lasttimeIheardfromyourdadhesaidhe's

goingonabusinesstrip,asusualkeuye

angafumanekiokosoIhaven'theardfromhimnor

haveIheardwhatyouheardngotatakho"

Owe:"haikemaybeitsalie,whywouldhetellme

beforetellingyou"?

Me:"I'llcallhimndimbuzeboymaybeitstrue"

Owe:"baphiooUve"?

Me:"baleleboy,Ijustwantedtocheckuponyouand

makesureyou'reokay"

Owe:"I'mcool,utataorganizedacontracttotakeme

toschoolsoIdon'tusepublictransportation"

Me:"that'sthoughtfulofhim"



Helaughed...Imissedhimthough.

Me:"byebyeke"

Owe:"byebyema"

Ihungup...

Me:"yourbrothertoldOweyou'redead"

Beast:"I'mnotsurprised"

Me:"organizedcontracttotakehimtoschool"

Beast:"lethimbe,soonhe'llhavemorethana

contracttoorganize"

Me:"whatdoyoumean"?

Heshrugged,stillfocusingonmyfeet.



Me:"tatakhe''?

Beast:"Ihaveaguyattheschool'sfinancialoffice

who'sgonnareturnyonkelamalisiyibhatalephaya

andsendthemletterstopayupschoolfees"

Me:"noSino"?

Beast:"yep"

Me:"butyouknowAnelisacan'taffordR30000+just

forschoolfees"

Beast:"Rangercan,hemakestriplethatamountin

onenight"

Idecidedtoshutup...Thiswashiswayofremoving

himselffromthem,thiswashiswayoffightinghis

battles.

Beast:"Iuhm,havetogo...butI'llbebackinthe

evening"

Me:"uyaphi"?

Beast:"ndiyaendlini,okobendithenifikilewhileIwas



stillatthemeeting"

Me:"hambanabantwanabakhokeplease,Ineedto

rest"

Beast:"areyousure?Imean,thosepeoplemightbe

familybuttheyarestillstrangersinaway"

Me:"youthinktheycouldbeindanger"?

Beast:"Iknowhowyouarewhenitcomestothem,I

justwannamakesureyou'reokaywithmegoing

withthemthat'sall"

Me:"ifanythinghappenstothemI'llhavetokillyou

kalokuNqaba,simpleasthat"

Beast:"you'reserious"

Me:"canyouguysgoalready?Ireallyneedtorest"

Helaughed,shakinghisheadthenhewenttowake

themupndabanxibisabasitha,hetookhisphoneand

wentoutnabantwanabakhe.Hayandinokonasa

nobaukhonakalokyhiniandibulewanga,Ijust

stuffedmyselfwithfooduntilIgotsleepyagain



ndaphindandalalaonlywakingupfromaringing

phone.Thetelephoneintheroom ‍♀

Me:"mh"?

Beast:"uthiutatamandibashiyeabantwana"

What?

Irubbedmyeyesndiqond'baingaskeaphinde,maybe

,bendsaphupha.

Beast:"uyandiva"?

Me:"uthini"?

Beast:"kuthwaIshouldleavethekids

behind,bazolalanedyaniIcanfetchtheminthe

morning"

Me:"youthinkthat'sagoodidea"?

Beast:"wellweneedthattimetogether,obviouslyI

voteforit"



Me:"wenaawufuniusoleulalaapho?Nizeksasa

nonke"?

Beast:"seeyoujustnow"

Me:"uyaphiNqaba"?

Beast:"ndizakuwe"

Me:"khawulalekokwenunabantwanabakhobra"

Beast:"andifuniLuthando"

Me:"mxm"

Hehungup

Whywasheforming?Andisakubaweliucengwa

bawo phofnankuumntuingathisekruqukilendim

already.Mxxxwim.Iundressedndanxibanightieand

wenttomakemyselfgreentea,Iheardthekeyonthe

doorthenhewalkedinwithfoodagain.DammitI

couldsmellmuttonashepassedme



Iwenttositinthebedroomwithmyteandamshiya

pha,hewenttoshowerthenhecametobedwiththe

honecookedmeal.Papwithmuttonstewand

steamedveggies,hegotinbedandputthetrayon

hislapwithmyspoononmysideofthetray

Beast:"let'seat"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Heputthetrayonthebedsidepedestalandlayon

hisback...whywasn'thebeggingme?

Like,siphazanyisweesandithuthuzelandisatefa

earliersowhycan'twecontinuefromwhereweleft

off?

Beast:"Luthando"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"whatelseshouldIdotoshowyouthatI'm



sorry"?

Ididn'tanswerhimmna
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WhenIwasdonewithmyteaIpulledthecovers

ndagqumathela.

Beast:"Luthando"?

Me:"goodnight"

Wathula.OkobendileleiminileyonkesoobviouslyI

couldn'tfallasleep,whenIheardhimsoftlysnoring,I

tookhisphoneandwenttotheloungewiththe

shawl.Icalledhismother....

Ma:"hello"?

Me:"ma,unjani"?



Ma:"Luthandomntanamniphi?Kuninindikuzama

efounini?Kwenzekantonikuwe?Baphiabantwana?"

GoodLord!!!!Somanyquestions??

Me:"sirightmama"

Ma:"nirightniphiLuthando?Sesidesenzeinkonzo

yesikhumbuzoningekhonjenirightniphi"?

Me:"inkonzoyesikhumbuzo"?

Ma:"ewekalokuasikwaziukwenzaumngcwabo

kungekhomzimba"

Me:"yho"

Ma:"Luthando"?

Me:"mamaI'mawayonbusiness,kuyekwafuneka

ndiyesPortugaltoattendtooneofNqaba's

businessessondilaphobutabantwanabakuKeri"

Mama:"bonke"?

Me:"ha.aooSinobakoomamababongamawele



odwaakuKeri"

Ma:"oohokay,yhuusibekeexhalenikalokusisi"

Me:"I'msorrymandamnkangongxama""

Ma:"itsokay,Iunderstandukungxamiseka

komsebenziingakumbixaumntuwentoengekho"

Me:"ewemama"

Ma:"don'toverworkyourselfkesisi,you'repregnant

soyoumustrestinbetween"

Me:"Iwillma,bendinitshekishanje"

Ma:"byebyemntanam"

Firstproblemsolved...Anditwasabitofa

relief,evenifIhadtolietoher.Again.

IcalledKeri...

Keri:"hello"?



Me:"Bigsis,howareyou"?

Keri:"Trina???Wherehaveyoubeen?Marchasbeen

askingforyou"

Me:"whatdoeshewantfromme"?

Keri:"he'syourbrother,whoamItoask"?

Me:"he'sacting,lookIjustwantedtotellyouthatI'm

goodandsafewhereIam.I'llprobablycometoyour

housebutIwilldefinitelycallyouwhenI'mcoming

over"

Keri:"didyoutwofight"?

Me:"ustwo"?

Keri:"youandMarcusTrina"

Me:"nowedidn't,he'sjustahissingsnakeIdon't

wishtoseeanytimesoon"

Keri:"mh,whathappenedtoyourhouse?IwasinPE

lastweek"

Me:"itgotburnt...Istilldon'tknowhoworwhodidit"

Keri:"wherewerethekids"?



Me:"Theywerewithme,we'resafeKeri"

Keri:"okay...I'llprobablywaitforyourcallbecause

yourphoneisalwaysonvoicemail"

Ilaughed

Me:"patiencewilldo"

Welaterhungup,Iwarmedthemeatthenndatya

yonayodwa whoevercookeditmusthavebeena

greatcook.

"Soyou'drathereataloneinthemiddleofthenight

insteadofeatingwithme"?

Iplainlyignoredhim.

Hesatnexttome,IcouldtellNqabawasslowly

fadingawaybutBeastwasawake.Awakeforwho



kengoku?Tchi!

Beast:"Iapologizedtoyou,againandagain.I'lldoit

futhiwithouthasslesifthat'swhatyouwant"

Ndathulamna...

Beast:"Luthando"?

Me:"gobacktobedtatakhe"

Beast:"don'ttellmetogotobedndithethanawe

ngoku"

Me:"don'tyouthinkthetimingisoffabit"?

Beast:"We'rebothup,sowhynothaveaconversation.

Evenifitmeansaratherdepressingone"

Me:"soIdepressyounow"?

Beast:"that'snotwhatIsaid"

Me:"uthinike?Becausethat'swhatIheard"



Heshookhishead...

Beast:"Idon'twannafightyazLuu,nottodayandnot

nowtorho"

Me:"whosaidanythingaboutfightingapha"?

Beast:"that'swhatyoutrynadorightnow"

Me:"sofirstI'mdepressing,thenI'mhearing

impaired,nowI'mbrewingupfights?Wow"

Beast:"uyazibona"?

Me:"ubundisaphiaphaxauzakudikwandimNqaba?

BecauseyoucouldhavejustleftmeinSouthAfrica

xakucabaI'manuisance"

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"don'tLuthandomeLuthandotorho,ifudikwe

ndimjustgotobed.Orbetteryet,gohome.Goto

yourfatherundiyekemna"

Beast:"haikengoku"!!!



Ipulledmyshawlandwenttothebedroom,he

followed.

Beast:"LuthandoGwala"

Me:"mnxim"

Hegotholdoftheshawl,Ieasilyletitgo.

Beast:"Luthandowam"

Me:"LuthandokhandiyeketorhoYhiningobusuku"

Hetossedtheshawlonthestoolacrosstheroom

thenfollowedme,insilence.Istoleaglanceathim

hewasfallingrightintothetrap.

Me:"dudecanyoujustgivemesomespace?You

don'thavetobefollowingaroundme"



HewalkedstraightuptomewhileIremovedthe

gownandslippers

Me:"andstopgawkingatmeI'mnota-"

Hislipsinterlockedwithmine,andforasecondI

froze.Whatwashetryingtoachieve?Hemoved

back,stillholdingmyfacewithbothhands

Beast:"forgiveme,please"

Ijustlookeddownphofmyheartwaslike ‍♀

‍♀

Beast:"I'lldoanythingyouwantmetodo,justsay

you'llforgiveme.Please"

Me:"ndcelaundiyekendfunaulala"



Beast:"I'mnotgonnadothat,you'remineandI'm

yourssoifyou'renotforgivingmerightnowI'm

gonnanagyouuntilyoudo"

Me:"isthatathreat"?

Beast:"itsanassurance"

Hepeckedmylips,brushingfeatherlyashishands

sliddownthecontoursofmybody,hiseyesfixedon

mine.

Beast:"please"

Hislipsbrushedonmine...

Beast:"Nalique"

Yaass

Me:"Iforgiveyou,nowcanIsleep"?



Beast:"no"

Withthathekissedmefull,pullingmetowardshim

asheremindedmewhoheis.Slowly,eversoslowlyI

realizedthatIwaslosingmyselfinthemoment.At

theendoftheday,Ihadbeenmissinghim ‍♀.

Helaymedown,notseparatingthekissthenhe

worshippedmybodyfromheadtotoe.Inasecond

yavelayaxolanjeintliziyoyam...guesssiyafanango

thandai-attensionandsifuziwe.Hekissedmetoa

pointthatallmybodypartshadsuddenlyfounda

melodyandtuneincorrespondencetohisname.I

wasnowstarknakedashekissedhiswayuptothe

tipofmynosethenhelookeddeepintomyeyes

Beast:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Beast:"yousure"?

Inod

Beast:"butyou'renotactinglikeit"



Me:"thenyoudon'tknowmeasmuchasIthought

youdo"

Beast:"youthink"?

Ishrugged

Hishandslowlysliddownmybabybump,the

destinationwasclear

Beast:"evenso...Iknowthatsomewheredownhere

somethingisscreamingmyname"

Icouldn'tanswerhimbecauseassoonashe

finishedthatsentencehisfingersmoothlyslid

inbetweenmythicklipsmakingmegaspforair.

Beast:"amIlying"?



Uzophendulwangubani?Tyhini.Hewentdownto

mufftown...ithadbeenmonthssincemybodyfelt

likethis.Iclosedmyeyesenjoyingthetongue

work,atsomepointIpushedhisheadfurtherinasI

clutchedontothesheetsandreleasedsomestick

juicesintohismouth.Hecleanedmeup,kissedhis

waybackuptomylipsandsuckedmybottomlip,I

hadlostallfightinme.HegotmewhereI'mweak

Slowlyheenteredthepleasurehole

Me:"aw...ithurts"

Beast:"butyou'relubricatednje"

Irolledmyeyes...Hurtingandlubricationzidibana

ndawni?

Beast:"I'llbepatient"

Slowly,hedidcirclesuntilmyvirginalwalls



extracted,flexedandopenedupforhim.Wemade

love...

Afteracoupleoforgasmsfrommyside,heslumped

nexttomekissingmewetkisses...Ijustlaymyhead

onhisarmburyingmyfaceontohischestashe

coveredussalala.

InmorningwhenIwokeup,hewaswide

awake,staringatme.

Me:"morning"

Hekissedmylipswithoutaverbalresponse.Itried

gettingoutofhisembrace,hepulledmeback

ndahleka,butstillhedidn'tspeakup.Hejustraiseda

brow

Me:"dudeI'mhungry"



Beast:"utyeinyamayonkengobusuku,butuvuka

ulambile"?

Me:"I'meatingfortwo,remember"?

Hejustkissedme.

Beast:"yintonileubuyenzalastnight"?

Me:"Ididquitealotofthingslastnight"

Beast:"youknowwhatI'mreferringto"

Ijustlaughed,haymakandiyekemnandvusango

chukukuvukwa.
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Hekissedmylipssmiling

Me:"so...whenamImeetingthefamily"?



Beast:"inadayortwo"

Me:"reason"?

Beast:"akekhoumamekhayaandIdon'twantthem

tobeusingyoubekwehlisabekwenyusa"

Me:"uyephi"?

Beast;"uyothengaistockeChina"

Me:"ooh"

Hishandwasonmybarebellydrawingsweet

nothingsallaround

Beast:"uyatefayaz"

Me:"ndiyatefa?Xabekutheningoku"?

Beast:"youthinkaftersomanyyearssithandana

ndingangakwazixaufunaiattensionnje"?



Beast:"zijongeuyablusherngoku"

Me:"ndcelaundiyekewethuLuu"

Helaughed

‍♀

Beast:"thisnamesoundssoweirdxalibizwanguwe"

Me:"IthinkI'mgettingthehangofit"

Hejustblushed,likeIwasfinallyhappyinamoment

afteralongtimeofstrategizingandplanningonhow

farcanIgottoprotectmychildrenintheabsenceof

theirfather.Ihadtoenjoythismomentand

bendizotefatothepointofnoreturn,ukhonakaloku

ngokusomakucace.Anyway,wehadrealissuesto

dealwith...

Me:"babe"

Beast:"hm"?



Me:"what'sthewayforwardngoku"?

Beast:"wepickupthepiecesandmoveon"

Me:"dowegobackanytimesoon"?

Beast:"okwangokuandiyazimamakhebecauseI

don'thavemoneyinSAsey'yekaGhostngoku,if

siyabuyelaimmediatelyI'llhavetostartfrom

scratch"

Me:"butyouhavebusinessesnjephayaI'msurewe'd

managejustfine"

Beast:"ngokundithethanaweIhaveaboutsix

businessesleftundermyname,kungathikusisa

ngomsondibendingenayonenye"

Me:"isthatevenallowed"?

Beast:"I'mdead,remember"?

Me:"abanaevidencetatakhe"

Beast:"akhontoixakaigintsaLuu...AndIdon'twanna

gobacktherendibendibachukushangemaliortheir

gang.Lethimtakeeverything,I'llstartoverifIhave

tobecauseIhonestlycantexpectyoutolivehere

indefinitely"



Me:"I'mherewithyou,ourkidsareherewith

us...whatelsedoIneed"?

Helookedatme,removingahairstrandoutofmy

face...

Beast:"kodwandiyakuthandamntana

womntu...awumsokolisiumyeniwakho"

Me:"ohtatakhe...rememberwesaidthroughthick

andthinnje"

Beast:"IknowbutIfeellikeI'dbeaskingtoomuchof

youcozndikuqheliseacertainlifestandard"

Me:"Ihavetwosuccessfulbusinessesundermy

name,Iknowitsnotalotbutitwouldbeenoughfor

thefourofuswhilesisazamauqalela"

Beast:"Luuimaliyakhoyimaliyakhouyayazinawe

lonto,I'msupposedtobetheproviderhere"

Me:"babycummon"

Beast:"icebolizakuzakhamanmamakhe"



Me:"whatifItoldyouIhaveacoupleofthousands

stashedsomewheretogetsomethingoffthe

ground"?

Beast:"youhaveacoupleofthousands?Don'ttell

meyouwannauseyoursavings"

Me:"phendulamnakqala:ifIsaidIhaveacoupleof

thousandstogetsomethingoffthegroundwould

youstartsomethingthatwouldbeofgreatprofitin

thelongrun"?

Beast:"well..."

Me:"dude"

Beast:"hypotheticallyspeaking,yesIwould"

Me:"thenIdohavesomemoneyyoucoulduse"

Beast:"uyithathaphi"?

Ilaughed...howdoIsaythis?

Me:"that'snotimportant"



Him:

Me:"okay...practicallyspeaking,yeyakho"

Beast:"mh"

Me:"Itookthemoneyfromyourclubsbeforeburning

themdown...ngokuyaa"

Beast:"you'rekidding,howmuch"?

Me:"Inevercounteditbutitsabouttwelve

briefcases"

Beast:"LuthandoGwala"!!!

Ilaughedathisexclamation

Beast:"iphi"?

Me:"Sosoisgonnabringitherewhenhegetsa

chance"

Beast:"Soso?ArghwhyamIsurprisedkanene"?

Me:"hedidn'tknowuntilwegothere,Ihadstashedit

inthebasementsoIaskedhimtogofetchitwathi



uyifumene"

Beast:"geeez!!Babyyou'resomethingelse!Nana

umamakho"??

Me:"Ilovetheenthusiasminyourvoice"

Beast:"baby...eachbriefcasecarriesclosetotwo

millionandyouhavetwelve?MamakhehowcanI

notbeenthusiastic?I'mhappy?I'moncloudnine..."

Hekissedmefullonthelips,guessImadehisday

ngezindaba.

Me:"thenwecangohome,startafreshandliveour

liveslikethere'snotomorrow"

Beast:"first...lemmesortoutmygentsthissideso

thatIcanbesuretheypushispaninobaandikho

thenIcanjustcomeandcheckuponthemevery

nowandthenxasimnkile"

Me:"doyouthinkyoustillhavecontactsinyour

businesses"?



Beast:"I'vebeencommunicatingwiththe

internationaloneseversinceIlandedhere,Igave

themabriefsummaryofthissituationwe'reinso

I'msafekwelocalalebusinessaslongasIdeliver"

Me:"soyou'renotentirelybroke"?

Beast:"notyet"

Me:"mmkay"

Welatergotoutofbed,showeredandhadbreakfast

thenhehadtotakefreshclothestohiskidsabavase

pha,IaskedhimtheSimshewassupposedtobring

formewazifaka,loadedthephoneswithairtimethen

heleft.AfterheleftIputmyphonesonprivatengala

trackingappyabofullyknowingthatevenifthey

tried,they'dstillnevertrackmywhereaboutthenI

lookedforGlenda'snumberandcalledher

Glenda:"Hello"

Me:"Youcannothavearoofoveryourheadand

expectmetobehomeless,Iwantmyhouse"



Glenda:"who'sthis"?

Me:"I'myourworstnightmare,I'mgivingyouone

monthGlendaOliphant.OnemonththenIexpectmy

housebuild,andfurnishedinfulloryoucouldgather

thefivepointfourmillionitsworth"

Glenda:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"onemonth,oryou'lllooseeverythingcloseto

yourheartthat'sleftafteryourhusband"

ThenIhungup...asozesibebrokethinasinemali

esebantwini.IcalledAnelisajusttocheckonher

daughter

Lisa:"privatehello"

Me:"hello,ndimTrinandcelauSino"

Lisa:"Trina,ucelauSino?Uzamthini"?

Me:"excuseme"?

Lisa:"stoppretendinglikeyouactuallycaredforher

becauseyoudidn't,youactuallypretendedtoloveher



whenyouthoughtngowomyeniwakho"

‍♀

Lisa:"ifyoulovedherlikeyoualwaysclaim

ubungasozeumngcolelekanjenaumntanam"

Me:"ndimenzeniuSinoAnelisa"?

Lisa:"umgxothelentonikwakhokantiuyamthanda?"

Me:"haykodwaawusozeuphindeubhadle,kuthini

ukugxothaumntana"?

Lisa:"ndibhadlegqithimnaTrinaIknowyou,tyhini

ogqibakwakhouvaleiphone"

Me:"Iguessuyabuvaubunzimabokubangumzali

ngoku,nyamezelasisikusezobanzinyana.In

fact,usezobasekunyeniisengamaqalelalana"

Lisa:"rhhaaayazSibon-"

Me:"Enjoyparentingasoontobeteengirlchild

sthandwasam,issahandful"



ThenIhungup...MymindwentstraighttoGhost.I

contemplatedforaminutebutthenIfollowedmy

gutandcalledhim...hepickedupafterfourrings

Ghost:"private"?

Lenjasoundedlikemyhusband

Me:"NtandoNtabeni"

Ghost:"Luthando??Isthatyou"?

Me:"Yazbendicingubaungumntukantiuyinja"

Ghost:"whereareyou"?

Me:"tothinkIwasactuallystartingtolikeyoukanti

uyazaziyouhavesomesickagenda"

Ghost:"itsnotlikethatyazLuthando"

Me:"tothinkthatyou'dgotosuchextremesjustfor

moneyandstatus?Cabaubuzafuthangegazi



labantwanabamqhaufikendihleliwaphelelapha

kumntakwenuumlalisauboyaucingbaakakuboni

ukubauyinyoka"

Wathula...

Me:"GoodluckuyevhaGhost,coztrustme,you're

gonnaneedit"

ThenIhungup,calledSosotokeepaneyeonboth

myboutiquesndamxelelaangangxamingemali

Nqabawillseehowitcancometousyena

makaqinisekeqhabaGhostdoesn'tgetthe

businessesthatarestillundermyhusband'sname.

Ukubauzakuyenzanjanilontoandimazinam.
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Ilayonmybackandjustbrowsedthroughsocial

media,searchingfornewsabouthubbybutIcouldn't

findanything.Nqabacalled...



Me:"Nqabayomzi"

Beast:"ndikuphathelentoni"?

Me:"abantwanabam"

Beast:"nothingelse"?

Me:"nope"

Beast:"okay.Loveyou"

Me:"sharp"

Hehungup,Iwantedtogooutabit,takeawalkand

seearoundtheareasoIworeslippersandwentto

thepoolside...peoplewerespeakingFrench Iwas

sooolostthatfiveminutesfeltlikefivehours.I

quicklywentbacktotheroomandcalledhimback

hehadtoexplainthistomehaibo!

Beast:"mamakhe"

Me:"dude,kuthethwaisiFrenchapha,likeliterally"



Beast:"yes,that'stheofficiallanguagekalok"

Me:"uyaxoka"!!

Andhejustlaughed ‍♀like... ‍♀

Beast:"dadspeaksapproximatelyfifteenlanguages,

mostofthefamilymembersspeakbetweenfour

andsixsorelaxtherewon'tbenocommunication

barriers"

Me:"sendicingelaabantwanabam"

Beast:"theyseemexcited,andazinobakuba

beququzelelwangumntuwonkena"

Me:"bafuzilekalokungothandai-attention"

Again,wahleka...andthistimeIjustsmiledtomyself

Kumnandikumukumvaehlekangentliziyoyakhe

notjusttomakemestopnaggingbutbecausehe's

simplyhappy.



Beast:"we'llbethereinaminute"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup,tyhiniuNqaba ‍♀Frenchisthe

mostromanticlanguagethatIknowofyethejust

casuallysays:itsanofficiallanguageyalapha

iminyakaengakalendodandihlalanayokanti

indivimbaintoemnandikangaka?Uzakusithethake

ubonanje akaqhashangatu.

Iheardthemfromadistance,thekidswereprobably

runningbecauseImadeoutsteps.Theywalkedin

andlookedforme,Uvefoundmefirst

Uve:"notan'khuluma"

Uba:"heh"

andthen?UUbawhyedull?

Me:"uphiutan'khuluwakhomntanam"?



Uve:"shiyekilephayaendliniyakhe"

Me:"youlikehimdon'tyou"?

Uve:"mama!(Heexclaimedwithbothhandsalmost

coveringhismouth)Tan'khuluwambizalowanau

mamayafananeauntyFatswenzelaUbawakhoi-

waffle"

Me:"mmh,kengokuutyentoniwena"?

Uve:"olelet"

Ilookedattheirfatherforclarityonthe"olelet"

Beast:"omeletbaby"

Me:"oohokay,uqumbelentonikengokuomnyeu

YoungKing"?

Uve:"kafunikuzakuwekalokuyena"

Uba:"tatamyangxolaanehuUvewakho"

‍♀



Me:"Uba"?

Uba:"hm"?

Me:"uthenindoda"?

Uba:"afunuwambasiyeKutan'khulu"

Me:"soyoudidn'tmissyourmother"?

Heblushed

Me:"itsfineUbabalowambakalokuuyeKutan'khulu

wakho"

Uba:"haikemamamsiwambithinahlalileaphanawe"

Me:"noitsfinego"

Uba:"tatamsiwambineh"?

Hisfatherjustlaughedandjoinedusonthebed,he

whispered:you'reblackmailingmyson.Ijust

laughedandlistenedtomoreconversationfromthe



Kings

Me:"babyyazndiyabawelauthathaiwalkanddo

somesightseeing"

Beast:"awuzodinwa"?

Me:"haibojustnjearoundthehotel"?

Beast:"nxibaizihlangukesihambeni"

Uba:"siyawambautan'khulutatam"?

Me:"ngelishwaasiyikwandawo"

Hesulked

#Lwandiso

WedroppedtheGwalafamilythenwenttodropdad

inSwitzerland(hewasonvacationwithhisqueen

whenwecalledhim,sohekindasacrificedrightthere)



afterthatwewenthome.

Yarees:"Ineedtosleep,yho"

Me:"wehaveonemorejobtodo"

Yarees:"dudeI'mtiredngokucan'twedoitngomso"?

Me:"wehavetodoittonight,okanyesingakugodusa

ifyoulike"

Yarees:"mxmitsfinebramasambeni"

WewenttoTrina'shouse,wenttothebasement

usingtheroutehesketchedoutformesaphuma

namachankura,loadedeverythinginthecarand

droveaway.WetookYareestotheairportourpilot

wastotakehimtoCTthensashiyekaebhayi

sayophumla.FirstthingIdidthefollowingdaywas

tocheckuponOwe,andtheonlypossiblewaywas

totakehimtoschoolsoIdrovetherendafikaesatya

ipapa



Me:"molweni"

Chuma:"ufunantoniaphaeksenikangaka"?

Owe:"BhutSoso,morning.Areyoutakingmeto

schooltoday"?

Me:"surecasentwana,Iwouldhavetakenyoufor

lunchbutIhaveabusydayahead"

Chuma:"wellhe'sgotadriver"

Me:"Iknowthat...enzaboysihamben"

Owe:"Okaybhuti"

Chuma:"hehSoso"?

Me:"Chuma"

Chuma:"kutheningokuuzakuzenzelaunothanda

emntaneniwam,kwam"?

Me:"ambothathaubhakantwanaumfakeemotweni"

Owewalkedaway...

Me:"uzazininiukubaungumamangokuChuma"?



Chuma:"what"?

Me:"mamelake,uOwentandousengumntanakaTa

BeastsoIwillcomecheckuponhimwheneverIfeel

like"

Chuma:"uphilotaBeastngoku?Dude,wenano

S'bongileneedtogetoutofthisfairytaleyoulivein

becauseuOweunaboabazalibabiniandyourBeast

isnotoneofthem"

Me:"ulibalamsinyanontombifuthikeizakuchana

lonto"

IwalkedoutanddroveOwetoschool,sancokola...

He'sabubblyyetrespectableyoungman

Me:"so,howhaveyoubeensettlingin"?

Owe:"yhobhuti...youdon'twannaknow"

Me:"cummon,itcan'tbethatbad"

Owe:"can'tbethatbad?Bhuti,firstofallapha

akuthengwazintozalunchandasyoucanimagine



ourtuckshopisveryexpensivesoIjustendup

eatingallthethingsumamasaidIshouldn'teat"

Me:"dudeyou'rejustbeingdramatic"

Owe:"okaybhuti,doyouknowIsleeponasponge

apha?Akhobhedi"

Me:"Kalokuawukhangeulungiselelwe,I'msurewhen

shegetspaiduzakuthengela"

Owe:"andyoustillthinkI'mbeingdramatic"?

Ijustlaughed,there'ssbitofhisfatherandofta

Beastinhim.Idroppedhimatschoolandgavehim

moneythenIwenttowork...

IknewGhostwasaroundbuthewasplayinghide

andseekmaybecheckingournextmove,wellhe

betterdothatwhileImakesurethathedoesn'tget

hisfilthyhandsontaBeast's"legit"businesses.I

workedthewholedayuntilabouteleven

ebusuku,noticingthetimebecauseumfaziKata

Beastcalled.Ndiyamazikeumntaseipatience



wafikaseyiphelile.SihleflewtoCapeTowntoassist

Yareesonanoutbreakthathappenedjustoutofthe

blue,Iontheotherhandwasworking24hrsbackto

backuntilthedayMarcuspaidmeavisitwithGhost

andBullet.Theywalkedintothebuilding,leaving

abouteightoftheirguysoutsideatthefrontofthe

building...Ijustwatchedthemonthemonitorinfront

ofme.Theywalkedpastthereceptioncausingthe

workerstolookabitshaken,assoonastheygotinto

theelevatorleadingtomytemporalofficeIbraced

myselfbutcontinuedworking.IhadHughMasekela

playingontheiPhonedocksoftlyastheywalkedin

intotheofficewithoutknockingsoIcontinued

workingnam,theclosedthedoorwithabang,Ididn't

budgeonebitndasebenzamna.Iheardsomeone

cockingagun,Ijustcontinuedworkingatmyown

pace...atthecornerofmyeyesIgotaglimpseof

Ghostshootingthevaseonmydesk ‍♂

well,wegatmoola,wegonn'buymore

Ghost:"Titus"

Me:"Ntabeni"



Ghost:"Iwantustotalk,likemen"

Me:"youcallyourselfamanyetyoulackmanners"?

Marc:"watchyourtongue"

Me:"orwhat"?

Allthiswhile,myeyesandhandswerefixedonthe

computerinfrontofme...I'vegotcompaniesto

save,theyhavetimetowaste.Levels.

Ghost:"Mamelakemjita,thatcockinessisnotgonna

workwithme.Ndizeaphatohaveawordwith

you,andwe'regonnadothatrightnow"

Me:"didyoumakeanappointment"?

Bullet:"tyhiniSoso"

Ghost:"Idon'thavetomakeanappointmentinmy

owncompanykwedininowshutthefuckupand

listentome"

Me:"onyourwayhereyoupassedsomethingcalled

frontdeskorreception,there'saladybythename



Clarissawhocanmakeanappointmentforyouif

you'rereallyseriousaboutthistalkyouwant"

Ghost:"hehiyaqhelalentwana"

Marc:"sy'sfullofkak"

Me:"enjoyyourdaygentlemenlettherealmanget

backtowork"

Allthreeofthemcockedtheirguns,Ilookedupand

smiledwhiledialingthesecurity

Me:"sowecamepreparedforwarhuh"?

Ghost:"getyourarrogantassoffmychairandget

thefuckoutofmybusinesses"

Thesecurityguysanswered..

Me:"Ihavetrespassersinmyofficeandthey're

carryingguns...okaythankyou"



Theyvoluntarilywalkedout,cursing ‍♂these

fagotsstillhavethenervetocallthemselvesthugs?

Seriously?
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#Lwandiso

Aftertheyleftndaqhubekekanalentobendiyenza.I

didn'tcarewhohisfatherwasorwhathe'scapable

of,IknewwhereIstoodandGhostwasn'taboutto

shakeme...instead I'dshakehimupabit.He's

becomingtoocomfortablewithhisbrothernot

around.ItrackedBulletdownanddecidedtokeep

tabsonhim,uMarcusdidn'tnecessarilyexistto

me...sefaneleuTrinatodealwith.Iwantedtoget

Bulleteyedwaandshowhimathingortwongalento

acing'bauyiyoyaz,njeukumothusa...infact

ukumvusabecauseI'mnotagangsta.IfIwere,they'd

allbedead IncludingGhost.XandizakuphumaI

receivedacallfromtaBeast...uyalenzakeuvalolo

bhutiI'mnotsurewhetherit'sbecausehe's



supposedlydeadorwhat ‍♂

Me:"Grootman"

Beast:"Titus.Yougood"?

Me:"asexpected.Youguys"?

Beast:"surviving.Isitpossibleforustomeetin

Mpumalangatomorrownight"?

Me:"tomorrownight?Why?What'sup"?

Beast:"mywifetoldmeaboutthemoneyandIdon't

wantyoutohaveanoverloadofresponsibilitiesso

I'dliketotakeitibelaphakuthi"

Me:"ohsurenoakhostressIcanorganisethat"

Beast:"Iappreciatethat"

Me:"areyouguysconsideringuhlalaaphoforgood"?

Beast:"yamazuLuthandowouldneversurvive

here,we'llcomebackatsomepointbutnotnow.Let

Ghostgetcomfortable"

Me:"healreadyis...ebelaphaeofisiniwithhis



lapdogs"

Beast:"don'tlethimbullyyou"

Me:"Icanhandlehimjustfine,andbesides...he'sa

coward.He'dnevercrossdad"

Beast:"wellgoodluck.Seeyoumorê"

Me:"affirmative"

Wehungup

Ilockedtheofficeandwenttothebnb...Idon'thave

ahomeinPEsoabnbismyhomefornow.WhenI

gotthereIcalledLindo Imissedherqha

ndiyamaziumntuwamngedramasokhesiqale

silwekuqala ‍♂

Lindo:"Lwandiso"

Me:"hey,howyoudoing"?

Lindo:"ndiright"

Me:"I'mgoodtooincaseyou'rewondering"



Cwaka...

‍♂yaqalainkathazo.

Me:"oh-kay,goodnight"

Lindo:"youjustcalledtosaygoodnight?Seriously"?

Me:"uh...ngathiyou'renotinthemoodtotalkkaloku

soIdon'twannapesteryou"

Lindo:"LwandisoTitusuphi?"

Me:"ndisebhayinjebabybenditshilo"

Lindo:"okoubusebhayiLwandiso?Yintonileingaka

kwelibhayileingakubuyisiyo?AmIstillvaluable

phofukuwe?Areweevenstilldating"?

Me:"andiyazikebauthimandiphenduleomphi

umbuzokulemibuzomingaka"

Lindo:"phendulayonke"

Me:"oh-kaylet'ssee:Yes;Work;yesandyes.There,I

thinkIansweredyou"



Shesnorted butuLindouzazibulala

ngentliziyoemncinci,yintoniekhweletisayo?

Lindo:"you'reunbelievableyazSoso"

ndiyekilengokuukubanguLwandiso?

Me:"ndenzeningokubaby"?

Lindo:"unesibindisokuthibabyafterumnkeapha

ungumntuozobuyangok'ngoku"

Me:"butItextedyou"

Lindo:"Soso"

Me:"mntuwam"

Lindo:"ungavuyawenaxandinoveskendimnkefor

twomonthsndibendimnkekuwendithendiyabuya

ngok'ngoku"?

Me:"I'msorrybabe...AlothappenedbutIwasn'tina

spacetotellyoueverythingindetailyabo"



Lindo:"thentellmenow,everything"

Me:"andizokwazibabeman,itsasecrettask.For

yourownsafety"

Lindo:"thenthisconversationisover"

Me:"Lindo"

Lindo:"xaucingile,andureadytotalktomein

honesty,thenyou'llcallmeorevenbetter...youknow

wheretofindme"

Thenshehungup... IdialedLibo(

‍♂yesuLibhongokaVinceloufunwangutaGhost)

shewasevenonlineonWhatsApp...weweren'tbest

offriendsbutbecauseshe'sclosetoTeewe'vebeen

workingtogethercloselyafterTeeleftngenxayezi

boutiquesandweenjoyedeachotherscompanyso

tospeak.

Libo:"Sosowabantwana"

Me:"missLB...Ugrand"?



Libo:"I'mgoodchap,wena"?

Me:"I'mgreat,whyareyouupsolate?Uonlinenako

WhatsApp"

Libo:"stalkervibesorsecretadmirer"?

Me:"chooseleizakuncumisa"

Shelaughed...

Libo:"what'supbra"?

Me:"I'mcomingtoJo'burgtomorrow,areyougame

forlatelunch"?

Libo:"howlate"?

Me:"fourtofive'ishlate"

Libo:"Iclosetheboutiqueatsixsolet'sdosixto

seven'ish"

Me:"alright.Seeya"

Libo:"sharpsharp"



WellI'maman...AndIcanhavefemalefriends

right?Ithentookashowerthenndalala.Ekseni

ndavuswanguSihle

Me:"dude,ixesha"

Sihle:"litheni?"

Iclosedmyeyesforaminutethensatup,hewas

havingcoffee Sihleisafizzyperson,I'mthecoffee

freak.

Me:"what'sup"?

Sihle:"Karoo'swifeisrebuildingSibo'shouse"

Me:"huh"?

Sihle:"umamakhogavebirthtoquadruplets"

Myeyesalmostpoppedout,Iwenttothe

bathroom,washedmyfaceandrinsedmymouth



thenIwentbacktoSihle.

Me:"uthinibra"?

Sihle:"Karoo'swifeisbusyrebuildingindluKa

Sibo,bukhewayokroba"?

Me:"yousaidsomethingaboutmymotherand

triplets"?

Sihle:"noubuphuphandoda,ndithethangendlumna"

Iexhaled...idlalangamlechap.IknowwhatIheard.

Me:"Idon'ttrustthem,eveniftheydorebuildit

kuzofunekaithengiswe"

Sihle:"mythoughtexactly"

Me:"howwasCT"?

Sihle:"itwascoldasusual,andGhostwas

apparentlyoutoftownsoweweredealingwithhis

goons.Imeanstupidgoons"



Me:"whatwastheructionabout"?

Sihle:"businesstakeoveraspredictedbutYareesis

afastthinker,heSkype'dthelawyerandaskedhim

toreadthewillfortheboardroomandshareholders.

Sofornowwe'vekindamanagedtocalmthings

down"

Me:"who'ssupposedtotakeovernowthatBeastis

dead"?

Sihle:"ndimnoKuhleandsinceIwasthere,the

shareholdersseemedtobeonboardqhaingxaki

kengokukubakuzofunekandisekapafulltimeuntil

thiswholethingdiesout"

Me:"isYareesokaywithnotbeinginthebooks"?

Sihle:"heunderstandsthatthisisnotinheritance,

umntuwezibusinessesusaphilaitsjustatemporal

thing"

Me:"mmh"

Iwashungry...

Hepassedmethebrownbagndakhuphaukutya



ndatya.

Sihle:"Kuhleisinhospital"

IalmostchokedfromthesosatieIwaseating

Me:"what?Whathappened"?

Sihle:"Ghosthappened"

Ilookedatthisguy...whywashecalm?I'msupposed

tobethecalmone whythefuckwasSihle's

characterconfusingmethismorning?

Me:"wenzeniuGhost?Whythefuckareyou

speakinghalfsentences"?

Helaughedatmyfrustration



Sihle:"wellGhostsenthisgoonstoroughenhimup

abit,Ithinkjusttoscarehim"

Me:"ishehurt"?

Sihle:"hesayshe'snotthatbad,soIdon'treallyknow

butndizophumaaphandiyeeDurbannoMo"

Me:"kantiuMoukweliphiicala"?

Sihle:"asfarasIknowngokaTaBeast,thesecondjet

andpilotbelongstoGhost,butyoucanneverbesure

withtheseguys"

‍♂

AftereatingIwenttobathandpreparedtogoto

worksowerodetogether.Hecheckedthebooksfor

abouttwohoursthenheflewtoDurban,Ireceiveda

callfromLaa...

Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Laa:"hehLandileucingaugodukaxakutheni"?



Me:"andinanjaandinakatisondizothindigoduka

ndileqaphi"?

Laa:"mfethudon'tsaythat"

Me:"Iknowyoumissme,justconfessit"

Laa:"lookntwanaI'veorganizedaflatforyoue

MotherwelluSiyawilldropoffthekeysatyourbnb

tonight"

Me:"youhaveorganizedaflatforme?Wait...whoam

Italkingto"?

Laa:"yazmostofthetimeIgiveyoubenefitofthe

doubtbuthonestly,ukheubemuncukanene"

Me:"bra!I'lljustignoretherestofwhatyou'vejust

said..thankyoungeflat"

Laa:"maybeyoucouldinviteLindoforaweekend

abonebayou'reactuallyworkingawunacherrie

kwelobhayi"



Me:"Ngubaniotheandinayo"?

Laa:"intoni"?

Me:"icherry"

Laa:"Titushayi"

Me:"enkosingeflatmntuwam,I'llcallyouto

organiseahousepartyassoonasImovein.Love

you"

Laa:"hehL-"

Ihungup.

AkhoLandileuzakundixelelangarelationshipmna

unayoyenairelationship?Tshini!
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"TatamafunquleuUbawakho"

Yatshoiphakamisaiingalolachap



Beast:"iKingiyazihambelanjendodauyikingenjani

xauzafunaufunqulwa"?

Uba:"ha.amnauUbawakhokalokungoku"

Beast:"awuyoyoungKing"?

Uba:"ndiyiyokalokutatamphaekhayanotapha"

HelookedatmeIjustlaughed...Ubhadle

ufun'kophulwauUbabaloandIwasn'tgonnainvolve

myself.

WewalkedtillwereachedKinshasa'snganda

(restaurants,withagreatermixofethnicities,are

ethnic

restaurantsservingfoodfromspecificpartsofthe

country,aswellasWesternimportssuchasbread

andbeer)thekidsandIhadSosonaLoso(Chicken

andRice)andhehadtochoosebetweenNtabaor

Nguluyakotumba(Grillgoat,Pork).UbaandUveate

theperiperichickenlikenobody'swatching itwas

toohotformebutthem?Haibo!



Me:"khajongeabantwanabakhobra"

Helookedatthemandlaughed,Iwasshocked

bathecwakabayatyaqha!

Beast:"theyshouldcomehereasoftenas

possible,they'llgettolearnhowtospeakFrenchat

anearlyage"

Me:"bazozanabanimhlawumbi"?

Beast:"nam"

Me:"asif"

Beast:"haibobabe,nowthatthefamilyhasseen

themkuzofunekasimanesibazisa"

Me:"hm"

Iwasn'tgonnaargueaboutthat...ButIdidn'tsee

myselfjustcomingherenjee'space'ini we'lltalk



abouteyabantwanabamxakufikeeloxesha.

Me:"sotellme,whereexactlyarewerightnow"?

Beast:"Brazzaville"

Me:"sozikhonaiilaliapha"?

Beast:"yeahbutjustlikeSA,Congoisurbanised.

Mostpeopleliveintowns"

Me:"soevenintheruralareastheyspeakFrench"?

Beast:"Frenchistheofficiallanguagehere

mamakhehowever,thereareothernativetongues

suchasLingalaandMunukutubabuttheyrankjust

behindFrenchasnationallanguages.Butforeasy

communicationeveryonewouldratherspeakFrench

thenkethinabantuwhodobusinesswithoutsiders

speakEnglish"

Me:"Idon'tdobusinesswithyouthough"

Beast:"wellyouandIareconnectedbymattersof

theheart"

Me:"eshe"



Beast:"ImeanttotellyouthatintwodaysI'mtaking

youhome,prepareyourself"

Me:"forwhatexactly"?

Beast:"tobeingpampered,dadseemskindaexcited

toseeyou"

Me:"didyoutellhimwhoIam?Biologically"?

Beast:"yesIhadto,Idon'twantnonastysurprises.

You'vebeenthroughenoughalready"

Me:"betterrememberthatlastsentencefortherest

ofyourlife"

Helaughed

What'sthejokekulentondiyithethayo?

Me:"I'mseriousbra.Like...ifyoueverdecidetoplay



aroundandmaybecheatonmeagaininthis

lifetime,I'dkillyoubabyIdon'twannalie.I'dkillyou

withmyowntwohands,nogun,noknife,noother

formofweapon"

Beast:"uyaxoka,youlovemetoomuch"

Me:"youdon'tknowthewomanI'vebecomeinyour

absence.Tryme"

Wathula...Iwasn'tjokingatall.Hemustgetthe

messageandencryptitinhisheart.Iknowhe's

BeastandmaybeI'dneverbeabletobeabovehis

capacityandIknowmyplaceashiswife...buthe

betternje ‍♀

Me:"nowthatkukhononanaonthewayIhavethree

peopletolivefor,soIgottamakemyownlife

decisionswiththeminmind.Whenatimecomes

andyoubelievewithallyourheartthatyou'vehad

enoughofmeubozeuthethenamkakuhle,sihlale

phantsianddraftourowndivorcepaperskunoba

uyokuzigrumbelaikhwemhemheyamankazana



ongazowapasabecauseawusozeupassemnakqala

ndidedwanje"

Beast:"oh-kay...Babyhowdidwegettothispartof

theconversation"?

Me:"I'vejusthadalotoftimetothink...Andbesides,I

thinkkungonathinasiqalayoubomibethu

bomtshatomosngoku?Onacleanslate,nomore

secretes?"

Beast:"yesnomoresecrets.Itoldyoueverything

mamakhe,there'snothingelsethatI'mhidingfrom

you.Promise"

Me:"I'mgivingyouuntiltomorrownighttothink

back,cometomeandconfessanythingelsethatyou

haven'ttoldmeyet"

Beast:"yesma'am"

Me:"I'mserious"

Hewassmiling ‍♀



Beast:"Iknow"

Me:"thenwhyareyousmiling"?

Beast:"ndiyachazekanjenguwemntuwam,kuba

worsexaubossy...uyandvuselela.ItsclearImade

therightchoicebyputtingaringonit"

‍♀tyhinizinkosizam,irightlendoda? nda

sukandatyhafa.

Beast:"I'mmeetingwithTitusngomsototakethe

money"

Me:"that'sgood"

Beast:"doyouthinkyouwannagivebirthhere"?

Me:"Ihaven'treallythoughtthatfar"

Beast:"oh-kay...kuzofunekaucingefastsothatIcan

organisethefamilydoctorforthehomebirth"



Ilookedathim,didhejustsayhomebirth?

Me:"ndikuvekakuhletatakhe"?

Beast:"yes.Homebirth"

Heeeihambongumbona nyhani .When

weweredoneeatingweheadedbacktothehotel

roomandweallwenttoliedown.Thekidsfell

asleepalmostimmediatelysashyekasisajongene

Beast:"IthinkIshouldprobablytaketheboyshome

againtonight"

Me:"why"?

Beast:"utamkhuluwaboishappytohavethem

runningaroundthehouse,andI'llbeabletospend

morequalitytimewithyouandnana"

Me:"Idon'twantyourdadoryourentirefamilyto

thinkwe'reforcingthemwithkidsasifwe're



irresponsibleparents"

Beast:"babe"

Me:"okaytatakheungabasa"

Beast:"stopoverthinkingthings"

Ikeptquiet...

Myoverthinkingsavedusfromwhateverambush

Ghostandhisfriendshadplannedoutforus,but

that'scool.Iclosedmyeyesandrelaxed,allthistime

herehasbeenabreathoffreshairyaz.Inow

realizedhowmuchIneededthisothersideoflife...

Lateronhehelpedmebaththekids,sabatyisathen

hetookthemhomeleavingmetobathandgetready

forbed.Onhiswaybackhecalledme...Asusual

‍♀

Me:"mylove"

Beast:"ndikuphathelentoni"?



Me:"nothing...ohwait.Chocolatecake"

Beast:"hm,solate"?

Me:"awufuni"?

Beast:"akhangenditsho,I'llbringit"

Me:"thankyou"

Beast:"istheresomethingcalledemotionalbullying"?

Me:"hahangelishwaayikhoboy"

Beast:"sozeingabikho..."

Ijustlaughedandhungup,I'mnobully I'mthe

sweetestpersonever.IcalledTituswhilewaitingfor

thisguytocomebackwithmycake...

Soso:"Titus"

Me:"pleasesavemynumber,Ican'tdealwiththis

seriousyou"

Soso:"hahahaowmyperson,unjani?Yousound



betterthough"

Me:"let'sjustsayI'minagoodspace"

Soso:"that'sagoodstart,howaremyboysadjusting"?

Me:"abekhobayekutamkhuluwabo"

Soso:",asin...thatguy"?

Me:"yesSoso,thatguy"

Soso:"wow.Awiboyikiseli"?

Me:"izondincedaphilontomntase?Itsnotlikehe

injectsgangstarismintopeoplesblood,peopleseeit

andchooseit"

Soso:"that'sapoint"

Me:"andtheyarealreadykindafondofhim,wesu

Uba"

Soso:"attentionseekerkaloklowoinobabaphathwa

okwamaqanda"

Me:"imagine...howarethingsonyourside"?

Soso:"all'sgood,Glendahaspeoplerebuildingyour

house"



Me:"ah,shelistens"

Soso:"youtoldherto"?

Me:"yes"

Soso:"don'ttellmeyoutrusther...uzohlalakuyo"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysurewhatI'mgonnadowithitright

nowbuturightayakhemntase.Herhusband

destroyedit,shemustusehismoneyandrebuildit

exactlythewayitwas"

Soso:"hm...nibuyanini"?

Me:"yhuasikayicingilonto"

Soso:"umamzoeMontinithiningaye"?

Me:"we'lldealwithallofthatxasibuyile

bra,okwangokuwe'restillworkingonus"

Soso:"Iunderstand,wellgoodluckwitheverything"

Me:"thanksbud"

Wehungup...Tatakhewalkedinandputthecake

nexttothebedwakhululawayovasa.Bythetimehe



returned,Iwasalmostdoneeating

Beast:"umntanamuzakubanegrunanti"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Irespondedwithoutevenliftingupmyhead,hegot

innexttomeIsmiledandgavehimthelastpiece

hetookitfinisheditoffandcameinforacuddle,not

forgettingtopeckmylips

Beast:"earlieryousaidyouhavethreepeopletolive

for"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"whataboutme"?

Me:"yourmotherisstillalive,livingforyou"

Hekissedme,suckinginmybottomlip



Beast:"butIliveforallfourofyou,maybefiveofyou"

Me:"really"?

Beast:"really"

Me:"maybeIneedalilconvincing"

Beast:"hm"

Withthatthekisswentdeeper,thecuddle

tighter,thenhisonehandgrabbedmyasscheek

causingmetomoanfrommythroat

Beast:"I'm'aconvinceyoualright"

Whateverelsehesaidafterthatwasablur I

wastoomesmerizedbywhathewasdoingtometo

listentoeverywordhewassaying.
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Nanakickedjustasdaddywaspenetratingdeeper



onoursecondround...Ithinkweignoredthe

first,shekickedagainharderthistimearound

ndanentsini

Beast:"haibo...nanawenzani"?

Ndavelandaphelayintsini,Iwasn'tready.Lol,weboth

weren'tready.

Hestoppedandsatonhisheelsnexttomelooking

atmystomachandwecouldactuallysee

movementsonit thismomentwouldhavebeen

oneofthoseawkwardones butbecausenana

hastwocrazyparentsitwasactuallyhilarious!!!

Me:"dudeyourchild"!

Beast:"ha.ababyyourchildjuststoppedmefrom...



Heh,andisekhoshockedmanbaby"

Ndasukandamhleka

Therewasnowayweweregoingtoproceedwith

this,hecleanedmeupsisahlekathenwecuddled.

Mylipskissinghischest,oneofhislegsbetween

mineandoneofmylegsoverhisthigh... The

warmth

Beast:"ndiyakuthandayaz"

Me:"uthandwandim"

Beast:"nyhani"?

Me:"youthinkI'dbehereifIdidn'tloveyou"?

Helookedatmeinsilence...Ididn'tliftupmyeyes

butIcouldfeelhiseyes.



Beast:"doyouhonestlystillloveme,aftereverything

"?

Me:"yes"

Beast:"why"?

Ilookedathim...what'supwiththesequestions?

Me:"becauseIloveyou"

Beast:"why"?

Me:"whywouldInotloveyou?Brawe'vebeen

throughthisconversationbefore"

Hejustlookedatmequizzically

Me:"Ipromisedtoloveyouforbetter,forworse.In

richnessandinpovertyandthat'swhatI'mdoing.

Lovingyou"



Hedidn'tblink...

Me:"andanyway,Ihavelovedyouevenbeforewe

saidourvowssoIdon'tknowwhatyouarehoping

tohearentshanamhlanje"

Beast:"Ijustfeelprivileged"

Me:"bywhat"?

Beast:"forhavingyoulovemeirregardlessofour

continuoussituations"

Ndathula...Yadikalonawithhisemotional

unattractiveside wherethehellisthetoughdude

inhim?Where'sBeast"?

Beast:"Iwantyoutopromisemeonemorething"

Me:"mmkay"

Beast:"Promiseyou'llalwayshavemyback...you're

theonlypersonItrustwithmyliferightnow.Just

promisemeyou'llalwayshavemybacknomatter



what"

Me:"Ipromise"

Beast:"don'tjustsayitLuthando,thinkaboutitfirst.

IfeverwedecidetoreturntoSA...infact,whenwe

decidetogobackitsgonnabewar.IknowIcan

trustyou,butIneedaffirmation"

Me:"wait,areyousayingYou'redoubtingme"?

Beast:"no,Ijustneedtohearyousayit"

Ndakhendathula...guyneedscounseling.Heneeds

therapy,becauseafteryonkelentohewasbetrayed

bythepeoplehetrusted.Hisbloodbrothers.He

neededtogoforcounselingorelseI'llbethevictim

ofhistrustissuescozngamaqalelaazola.

Me:"IpromiseI'llalwayshaveyourback"

Beast:"thankyou"

Hekissedmylips,holdingthekissndasukanda



emotionalIfelttearstricklingdownmycheeks.He

stoppedandlookedatme,wipingmyface

Beast:"ulilelani"?

Me:"youneedtoconsidertherapy"

Beast:"Idon'tneedtherapy,I'mcool"

Me:"babe...soonwe'llbebattlingwithtrustissuesin

ourownrelationshipbecauseofthis.Idon'twanna

beonthereceivingend"

Beast:"Trustme,I'mcoolmamakhe"

Igaveup

KissinghimonhisbroadchestasIclosedmyeyes.

Me:"night"

Beast:"night"

...



KsasaIwokeuptobath,hejoinedus(nanaandI)in

thebathtubfilledwithbubbles.Hewasinagood

mood,butsomewhereinhiseyesIsawsome

darknessloomingin.Hewasplanningsomething,I

don'tknowwhatbuthewasdefinitelyplanning

somethinghuge.Maybesomerevenge?

Me:"so...whatarewedoingtoday"?

Beast:"Whatdoyouwannado"?

Me:"shopping"

Helaughed

Me:"yazbonakebaby"?

Beast:"youwannagoshopping,apha?Areyou

serious"?



Me:"kalokuIdon'tknowwhatisappropriatetowear

ngomsoxandisiyakokwenusomaybewecouldgo

aroundandseesomethingculturefitting"

Beast:"nxibalentounayomanbaby,ababantu

uyakuboarenotfussy"

Me:"I'mawomantatakhe...SoInaturallyfussabout

appearance"

Beast:"okay...we'llgoshoppinguphumakwethu

aphaemanzini"

Ndaphakamaimmediatelykemnake

Beast:"haibo"!

Me:"haikalokusingaphumanangokutatakhe"

Beast:"hehehayiniuLuthando"

Andabanda!❄

Isatbackdowninthewaterplayingwiththebubbles



insilence.

Beast:"andhereIthoughtUbawastheonlydramatic

beinginthisfamily"

Me:"uyadikashem"

Beast:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"Idon'tloveyourightnow"

Beast:"Iloveyounonetheless"

Me:"Tatakhesudikatorho"

Beast:"Oohbethuna...Uyazazibaumhlekangaka

naniLuthando?OrhaveIremindedyouasoflate"?

Me:"dude,ndadibananawendimhle.I'mverymuch

wellaware,Cummon"

Beast:"Ha.awawungekhomhlekangaka

man,unochathangoku.Nokoumsebenziwam

uyabonakala"

Me:"Luusukuziqhathatorho.Wadibananamndimhle



futhindiqumqumndinjena...uthiwatsalwayintoni

kwawena"?

Heburstintolaughter

Me:"tshini!Wabaselekangoku"

Beast:"awundivayazbaby.Undigalelaamanzi"

Me:"tellyourselfthetruthnawe...Wadibanano

SibongileTrinaliqueSmitheyigolideZ'khali"

Beast:"ndiyavumagolideyamemenyezelayo"

Ijustlookedathimwithsquintedeyes wahlekau

Nqaba.

Beast:"youshouldstopthisactingtoughish

aphendlini,ayizokusebenzela"

Me:"itheni?Iyakuintimidater"?

Beast:"nah,ndincedananawecozizokwenzauyilibale



indawoyakhonjengomnkamuziboneungapha

kwam"

Me:"tyhini"!

Beast:"nojokes"

Iwantedtosay"mnxm" butndaqondaukuba

makhendithobengobakalokukuthetha

indodomzi ‍♀utatekhaya intlokothehead.

Lol.Mnxim.

Me:"soshiftingtotheothernews,obuyakwethu

siyabayekanyhaniooOweebazalinibabo"?

Beast:"definitely"

Me:"youhonestlythinkthat'sagoodidea"?

Beast:"Icouldn'tcareless"

Me:"Sithethangabantwanaobakhulisileyoasyour

ownherebaby"

Beast:"Iknow"



Heee ‍♀Thixo!

Beast:"Iplayedmypartandmovedon,itstimetheir

ownparentstakeover.Ithoughtwehadthis

conversationalreadynje"

Me:"Isee"

Beast:"don'tletthemguilttripyou"

Me:"Idon'tevencommunicatewiththem"

Beast:"Ihopekuhlalekunjalookwangoku...untilsibe

grandngentoyonke"

Me:"yessur"

Hisphonerang...

Waphumaemanziniandwenttoanswerit,Ifollowed

suitanddrainedthewatercleaningthebathtub.

WhenIgottothebedroomhewasstillonthephone

pacingupanddownandhewasangry.Livid.Ndithe

ndisabukeleleyondevango"thwahla"wephone



idibananedongandothukandamjonga.

Me:"dude"!

Beast:"pleasegimmeasec"

‍♀

Ilefthim,closingthedoorsbehindme.Isatinthe

loungeandtriedrelaxingmyself...Myownphone

rang...onlySosohasthisnumberbutthiswasn'this

number.

Me:"hello"

Ranger:"Ghostisonyourtrail"

Me:"howthefuckdidyougetthisnumber"?

Range:"that'snotimportant,allIknowisthathe's

organisingmeanstofollowyouguys"

Okay...what'sreallygoingonhere?



Me:"whyareyoutellingmethis?HowdoItrustyou"?

Range:"youdon'thavetotrustmebra,Ijustdidmy

partandwarnedyouqha"

Me:"whykaloku?Becausesewucacileukuba

ukweliphiicalakuyoyonkelentoyenzekayo"

Range:"Ioweittoyouandmydaughter"

Me:"isthisreallyRanger"?

Range:"byebyeTee"

Hehungup,IdialedSoso.

Soso:"Bra...ukufumeneuRanger"?

Me:"Ewe,ithinilento"?

Soso:"apparentlyGhostreceivedschoolnotification

regardingimaliyomntanayeskoloekucacaukuba

angakhutshwamonthendumntanaifakabhataliso

bathikeuyewaphambananowhe'slookingfory'all.

He'sactuallyonhiswayoverthere"



Me:"wait,sothisguyisactuallytrippingoverhisown

child'smaintenance?isheokay?"

Soso:"Ithinknalafrustrationyongakwaziuaccess'er

iifinanceszikaTaBeastisgettingtohimcozubethe

uKaysoalloutgoingmoneyhasbeenfrozen.He's

actuallybrokerightnowinobasencedwazigigs

zobugintsaifzikhona"

Me:"hayini!UbetheuKuhlejustformoney?Brau

Ghostmakayiyekeintsango,indalakuye"

WasukawahlekauSoso ‍♀

Soso:"awunangqondokewenaungamxelela"

Me:"mmhsouzofikangomso...Okay.Thanks"

Soso:"ithiniiplanikengoku?Imeannizothini"?

Me:"andiyazibra...Nqabaisjusttooangryrightnow

"

Soso:"nizameukubasafebra,weswena.Ungazifaki

nozifakafuthixabesilwaifitcomestothat"



Me:"byemntase"

Ihungupandwenttothebedroom,hewassittingon

thebedbusyonhistablet.

Me:"sowhat'stheplan"?

Beast:"kuzofunekandikuseendlinitonightwhereI'll

knowyou'resafe"

WandiphendulaengandijonganganokundijongaI

knewkushubilemandizincedengokuvalaumlomo

wamndaphindandamvalelaphakularoomand

orderedbreakfastsolong.
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#Ntando

IhadjustorganizedtransportforOwentandowhenI

receivedamailfromOwe'sschoolsayingIowed

R46000inschoolfeesandextramuralactivitieshalf



ofwhichneededtobeintheschool'saccountbefore

themonthrunsout.Ilookedattheletterandread

again...Justthen,IgotacallfromChuma ‍♂

Me:"Chum-"

Chuma:"whatisthislettertalkingabout"?

Me:"I'minDurban,you'reinPE.HowamIsupposed

toknowwhataletterthat'sinfrontofyoutalking

about"?

Chuma:"NtandoNtabeniIdonothavethetimefor

yourshit.Pleasenottoday"

Me:"I'llsortitout"

Chuma:"you'llsortwhatoutNtando"?

Me:"theletter,I'llsortitout".

Chuma:"hehNtandodidyoukillyourbrother?"

Me:"what"?

Chuma:"akhangekubekudalaafterthefamily



meetingwheretheyaskedustobealsoresponsible

forourkidsandbeinvolvedintheirlives...Andthen

hewasannounceddead.Onnationaltelevision?and

I'veseenyouindistressbefore,butngokuuyinto

engathiipower-hungry"

Me:"Idon'tunderstandyourtheorybuttoanswer

yourquestion:noIdidn'tkillhim.I'dneverdothat"

Chuma:"thenexplaintomewhyallofasuddenwe

owetheschoolcloseto50K???BecauseifI

remembercorrectlySibosaidthaticalalefeesli

coveredalready"

Me:"undenzelaesinyeistressnjewenaChumayaz"

Chuma:"youbettermakeaplankebhutibecauseI

cannotaffordthismoney,ndanditshilokwakuqala.

Makeaplanfastbecauseifyourchildgetsremoved

fromthatschool,he'llhateyoufortherestofyour

lifeakhumbuleukubawayenotatawhotookreally

goodcareofhimbeforeyoudecidedtopitchoutof

nowhereandruinedhislife.Justrememberthat"

Thenshehungup...



myheadwasthrobbing...Chumacantalk

yho,worseshe'sgotanaturallycommandingandbig

voice.Itriedaccessingmoneyfromthecompanies

BeastownedwhenhewasherebutthenIwas

blocked.IcalledmyITguytotryandfindoutwhat

theproblemwas,hecamebacksayingallfundsfrom

allcompaniespreviouslyownedbymybrotherhave

beenfrozenrightafterKuhlewashospitalized...

Me:"Kuhle?Hospitalized?Whatfor"?

Him:"apparentlyyoubeathimupbecauseyou

wantedmoneyfromhim,wellnotmoneyassuchbut

youwantedhimtosignoverthecompaniesyour

brotherleftunderhisname"

Me:"WTF???? nomantheremustbeamistake"

Him:"soyoudidn'tbeathimup"?

Me:"fuckno!WhywouldIdothat?He'smyfucken

brotherforfuckssake"



Wathulalomjita ‍♂hedidn'tbelieveme.

Me:"look,Ijusthadaconversationwiththelaaitie

andobviouslyhewasmadthatI'vereplacedBeast

andwegotintoanargument.Asanysetofbrothers

would,outofanger...Islappedhimacrosstheface

andwalkedoutwhenIrealisedthathisnosewas

bleeding.That'sall"

Him:"that'snotwhathesaidtothepolice,I'llsend

youhispicturerightnow"

Me:"tyhiniuKuhle"

Ihungupandwaited...theguysenttwopicturesand

Iwasshocked.Like,Iwouldn'tdothat...Thiswas

clearlyasetupandnoonecanconvincethesetwins

onanythingbesidesBeastsoIcalledhimup,his

numberwenttovoicemail.WhenIleftCongoIdidn't

freezenomoneyforhim...

Me:"well,therewasactuallynomoneytofreeze"



Businesshadn'tbeenasgoodasitnormallyis,hence

Ileftkwamsinyabeforetheagreedtime.IthinkI

mightroughenedandraffledupsomefeathersbutit

wasn'tsomethingBeastwouldn'tbeabletofix.

That'swhathe'sgoodat,fixingthings...Theworst

partwasthatIcouldn'tgouptherebymyself

becauseIkindahadafalloutwithdadwhenIleft...

ButIneededtospeaktomybrother...amanhasgot

tosurvivenokoakanondiyekelasiphuma

esibelekweniesinye.

IcalledTitus...

Soso:"TaGhost"

Me:"Ineedtospeaktomybrotherkhandizamenge

numberyakhe"

Soso:"andinayo"

Me:"TitusI'mnotinthemoodforthisbullshit,Iknow

you'recommunicatingwithhim.There'ssomething



urgentIneedtodiscusswithhim"

Soso:"Icanpassonthemessagebutinto

endingenayoyinumberyonikawena"

Me:"hehkwedinikutheniingathiuyazilibalanje

ukubaulibambela?Don'tletthefancyofficegetto

yourhead"

Soso:"wasthatall"?

Itriedcalmingmyself...Thischaphasawayof

workingonmylastnerveswithoutevenmakinga

noiseaboutit.Hehadthiscalmness...Beast's

calmnessanditirritatedtheshitoutofme

Me:"Titus..."

Soso:"IhaveworktodoyaztaGhost,acompanyto

run.Idon'thavetimetospendtalkingonthisphone

thewholeday"

Me:"thengimmethenumberI'mlookingfor,that'sall"

Soso:"throughoutthisshortconversationwe'vejust



had,we'vebeencommunicatinginEnglishandXhosa

anditsbecomingclearthatyouhaveaslight

probleminunderstandingbothlanguages,Grootman.

Andikwazikeuthethaisi-Frenchbutincaseyou

didn'thearme..Idonothavethenumberyou're

lookingfor.Uyayivakengoku?OrshouldIgoto

GoogleTranslate"?

Me:"fuckyouuyevhakwedini,fuckyou"

Soso:"Asoze,bekhonaooChumanooLibotofuck

me"

Me:"hehLwandisoTitusndakuqhekezakwedini

sukundiqhelaikakauyevha?Idlalangengqondo

yakholent'bauyaziwerespectyourfather!Kanti

ndakukhandaunyemnandiskendidealishane

noyihlomnqunduwestabane"

Soso:"naxeshalamankazamaafananawekemnata

Ghost,whenyoudecidetowearyourman-pantsyou

knowwheretofindme"

Thenhehungup.



Somethinginthedepthsofmystomachboiled...I

didn'twannagooverthereyetbecausekusekho

lentoKaKuhlendingayaziyoukubaibhekangaphi,I

didn'twannahaveanotherunforseencircumstance

hoveringabovemyheadbuttruthbetoldIhadto

speaktomybrother.SoIcalledMarc'O'Polo...

Polo:"Spook-Man"

Me:"heylaaitiehoegaandit"?

Polo:"lekkermytoppie,metjy"?

Me:"braIneedcash...likeawholelotofit"

Polo:"butyouhaveaccesstoBeast'sbusinesses,

right"?

Me:"that'stheproblem...Idon't.Andthefinances

havebeenfrozenbecauseapparentlyIattackedKay"

Polo:"apparently"?

Me:"ditwasnet'nklap...butsomehowhelandedin

hospitalandnowthepoliceareinvolved"

Polo:"doyouthinkitssomesortofatrap?Imean



lookatTituscomfortableinanyhowhedecidesto

addressyou"

Me:"eishPolomybroer,Idon'tknow.AllIknowis

thatifIdon'tgethundredstinazbytheendofthe

weekmysonmaybethrownoutofschoolbymonth

end"

Polo:"yhotishectic...Kykman,IthinkImighthave

likefiftystinazhere"

Me:"hayMarcusbra,ekniejougeldborrownie.Ek

sal'nplanmaak"

Polo:"I'llkeepit,justincase".

Me:"don'tyouhaveyoursister'snumber"?

Polo:"whoTrina"?

Me:"yes"

Polo:"herphoneisvoicemailI'vebeencallingher

eversincethatday"

Me:"IthinkshemightbeinCongobecauseshe'snot

inEastLondon"

Polo:"andshe'snotwithKeri...Butshecalledtotell



hershe'ssafe.Withaprivatenumber"

Me:"fuck"!

LuthandobeinginCongowasobviouslygonnamess

upmyplan,she'sgotthisthingofreadingbetween

thelines wayofreasoningandspeakingtomy

brotherthatwhateversomeoneelsesaysemveni

kobaethethileNqabawillstillhearhervoiceatthe

backofhismind.Maybeitsbecauseshe'salawyer

byprofession
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Helatercameoutsowecouldeatbreakfast...

Beast:"youlookworried"

Me:"shouldn'tIbe"?

Beast:"no"

Me:"hm"



Hecontinuedeatingndancamandatyanamcozhe

seemed"cool"aboutthiswholething.Whenwewere

doneIwenttorestabit...SomehowIhadminor

painsinmylowerabdomenbuttheyweren'tsevere

ANDIdidn'twannascarehimenestress

somntakwabo.So,Idrankabottleofwaterndalala

whilehewentout.Aftertwohourshecalledme...

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"I'msendingsomeoneovertocomefetchyou

"

Me:"tocomefetchme?Kantiuphiwena"?

Beast:"I'mbusy"

Me:"I'dratherwaitforyou"

Beast:"baby"

Me:"please"

Hesighed...



Beast:"okay...Pleasepacksolong.Ndizozalate

kakhuluthough"

Me:"finebyme"

Beast:"sharp"

WhenIhadhungupIwenttopackuptoleavethe

hotelforhishome...Iwantedtoaskmoreofthis

"supposedplan"butIdecidedtolethimbe.He's

beendoingthisforaslongasI'veknownhimandfar

beyondsoIhadtotrustthatheknowswhathe's

doing.Helatercametofetchmeehambawithsix

carsandawholelotofmen.

Beast:"baby"

Me:"love"?

Beast:"masambe"

Icheckedthetime,22:45 nankuumntuezongena

ngebackdooremzinisekulelwe,Thixoizinto



esihambasizifakakuzongenxayothando.Igave

himallthebagsndithecwakaandjustfollowed

behindhim,wegotintothecaranddroveinsilence

foradistance...

Beast:"youokay"?

Ijustnod...

Honestlyspeakingnow,howdoesonebe"okay"in

suchasituation?Ikeptquietthroughoutthe

drive,gottohishome(abigcastle-likemansion)

thathasguardsallovertheplace,themassivegate

openedandthethreecarsinfrontofusdroveinfirst

kwalendelathinaandtherestofhistroops.Iwas

shockedbythebeautyoftheplace,butIcouldsee

thesenseofstyle(heboughtmyPEhouse

ndingekho ‍♀)baisukaphi.Twoguyscameto

fetchtheluggagesalandelaslowlybehindthem...

Wewalkedsuchalonganddarkpassageonlyto

realizesisayaelounge safikakukhoanexact



Ntando/Nqabalookalike,butobviouslyanolder

versionofthem.OureyeslockedthenIimmediately

droppedmineinshock bayafanaabantubalomzi

bawo!IindlebezooSihle,MpumloKaVince,ntlokoka

Bullet ‍♀ Icouldseealloftheminthis

oneman.Hespokeupfirst...

Nqobimpi:"ah,ntombikaBonginkosi.Undiqhathileu

Nqabayomziakhangeatshoukubaumhlekangaka"

InanynormalcircumstancesIwouldhaveblushed

atsuchacomplimentbuttakingthefactthatIwas

stillmesmerizedbytheresemblanceheshareswith

hissonsIwasalsoshockedathowfluenthespoke

myhomelanguageaftersomanyyearslivingina

Frenchspeakingcountry.Andhehadasenseof

styleandadmirablechoiceinfabricandcolorinthe

clothesheworeandthehomedeco...Sleekand

cleanshaven,asheextendedhishandformeto

shake,mynostrilscaughthisscent goodness!

ImmediatelyIunderstoodwhyhe'sarenowned



ladiesman.

Nqobimpi:"theroomisreadyforyou,Iknowitslate

butwhatwouldyoulikethecheftoprepareforyou"?

Me:"I'mfinetatathankyou"

Hechuckledandlookedathisson...IsilentlyhopedI

didn'tseemdisrespectfulfordeclininghisoffer.But

itwastoolateformetoeatanything.

Nqobimpi:"NqabapleasetellFlorenceyourwife's

preferencesineverything"

Beast:"Shotaima,I'llberightbackthere'ssomething

IneedtodiscusswithyoubeforeIgo"

Nqobimpi:"okay,MmeGwala,you'llmeettherestof

thefamilytomorrow"

Me:"enkositata...BendicelaubuzabalelephiooUba"?

Nqobimpi:"Bayebakhetheukulalanam,bazoziswa

kuweksasa"



Me:"okaythankyou"

Nqobimpi:"haveagoodone"

IsmiledfaintlyasNqabaledmebyhandtomyroom.

Heywhataroom yangathindikuloLandilee

Kapa.Nqabajustputtheluggageinandopenedthe

coversformehelpinginlayingouttheextrablanket

ontopofthecover.Iwasstillstandingonthe

doorwaystarstruckyiyoyonkelento...kupheletu

nobuthongo

Beast:"Babe..."?

Me:"Hm"?

Beast:"izolalakaloku"

Me:"hambabraI'llbefine"

Hesighed...



Beast:"baby"

Me:"Idon'tthinkndiyafunaukulalalikerightnowand

Iknowyouhavesomewheretobe"

Beast:"okayndithiufunantoniKuFlorence?

Somethingthatwillhelpyousleep"

Me:"camomiletea.Please"

Hewalkedout...Igotinbedandclosedmyeyesfor

aminute.Howdidwegetherethough?Like,this

wholethingistiring...IthoughtndizophumlawhenI

gotherekantindisezonyonyobaezinzulwini

zobusuku.Theinnerbeinginmewantedtohandle

thisGhostngokwamkuzophelayonke

lemfitshimfitshi butIhadtotrustmyhusband

inthis.Like...IHADto,Ididn'twanttobutIhadto.

Beast:"here'syourtea"

Me:"thanks"



Heputitnexttomeandwaitedformetoopenmy

eyes,ijustlookedattheceiling,hesatnexttome

holdingmyhand

Beast:"I'llfixthis.Ipromiseyouthat"

Me:"Itrustyou.Withmylife"

Hekissedmeandwalkedbackout,Ihadmytea

ndazamaukulala.EkuseniIwaswokenupbyanun

seriously?Awholefreakennun?Withthatfreaky

blackandwhiteuniform Shehadbroughtmykids

butakathethi.Shejustmakesgesturesand

smiles...qha.Iconcludedthatshewasdumbke

Me:"anisebahle,animkhumbuliumamawenu"?

Uve:"vasilethinawutan'khulu"

Me:"univasengokwakhe"?

Uve:"ewebhafuyakheenkuuuuluofananepoolyako

Uvephakude"



Uba:"uzohlalaaphanawemamam"?

Me:"yes"

Uba:"uph'tatakhoyena"?

Me:"usemsebenzini"

Uba:"hayiniutatakho!Yawambaeselenziniyakhe

nalaphakude?"

Uve:"zobuyaninikengoku"?

Me:"andimazinje"

Uba:"heee!Yafunaumbonatan'khuluwammamam"?

Me:"Isawhimlastnight,haveyouguyseaten"?

Uve:"yesma"

Uba:"mbonilephitan'khuluwam?

‍♀

IhadtoexplainthewholethingKuUba,pasttenI

wokeuptomakethebedthenIbathedleavingthese

twoplayingonthebed.Ithengotdressedina

comfortable,decentdressandpumpsthinkingthatI



mightactuallyneedtoseetheseotherpeople.I

wasn'tgonnalockmyselfupintheroomimini

yonke...Besides,Iwantedtoseeumamawalapha

(that'sifumnye ‍♀ )maybeshe'llhavea

betterknowledgeofthestrangepainsIwas

occasionallyfeeling.ItookadeepbreathasI

contemplatedonwhethertogooutoftheroomor

not...ThenIheardaknock.Iwenttoopen...There

shewas,smilingwarmly.

Paulina:"goodmorningMrsGwala"

Ismiledback..shelookedhippy,freshandmaybeten

tofifteenyearsyoungerthanherhusband....ButI

wasn'tinaplacetojudge.MdalanalaNqabakum

Me:"goodmorningma'am"

Her:"ma'am?OhmygoodnesspleasecallmeNana"



Inod,stillsmiling.

Her:"Icametofetchyou,we'rehavingbreakfastin

thegarden"

Me:"oh...okay"

Shepokedherneckbehindme...

Her:"Juniors"??

Uvecamerunning...Juniors?Wow.

Shepickedhimup,takingUbabyhandandledthe

way.ThankGoditwasshorterthanlebesizengayo

ikheyaqalaelounge...Wegotthere,thekidsjoined

therest(abouttwelveofthem)playinginswings

andslides.Inmyheadndithi:hehThixo

ndingayimelaleyeplaylandinmybackyard? ‍♀

thenoisetheyweremakingonthemerry-go-round

wewalkedashortdistancefromthemandthenI



sawourbreakfasttable.Therewerethreeother

womentherechattinglivelyandlaughing...

Paulinaintroducedmetothem..

Her:"ThisisNqaba'swifeLuthandooryoucancall

herTrinaitsmucheasier,rightdarling"?

Ijustnod undwebilenankuumfazi!!!

Her:"greatthisisAuntChimeze,Lornà,and

Ugo...theyaremysister-wives."Ndothukela

ngaphakathi...polygamyepeacefulkanjenauyenza

njanilotata?RhaaauNqabaanganya!Yhu!
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#Lwandiso

IhadthekeytoTaBeast'sapartment sowhenI



gottoJo'burgIwenttodustoffhereand

there,ndatshayelaandopenedthewindows

because...Iwashopingtobringafriendover for

dinnernow.Latelunchcannotbesix-seven'ish.

WhenIwasdoneIarrangedtobetakento

Mpumalangatodropoffthechankura...WhenIsaw

thebigguy,foramomentIalmostshiveredinmy

pants.Lechapliginstaallthrough hispresence

alonehadbecomedarkeranddangerous ...

Andayazikuthenindasukandamtatazelelaandhe

couldfeedoffmyfear.Hecouldfeelit.

Beast:"isthisall"?

Me:"yes.Twelvebriefcases,stilllocked.Haven'tbeen

touched"

Beast:"thankyou"

Threeguyscarriedthemtotheirjet...

Beast:"Itrustyou'rehandlingmyassetscarefully



there"

Me:"I'mtryingmybest...yourbrothersarehelpful

too"

Beast:"hm.Brothers"

Hesaidthatwithasmirk

Me:"KuhlenoSihle,yourbrothers"

Helookedatme...adeep,darkyetsternlook

Beast:"letmerepeatmyselfTitus:Isaid,Itrustthat

YOUarehandlingmyassetscarefullythere"

Me:"yestaBeast.I'mdoingmybest"

Beast:"insuchcasesI'dadviceyoutodomorethan

yourbest.Planahead,beonyourtoesandtrustno

one"

Me:"noted"

Beast:"that'sallIwannahere.Thankyouforthese.."



Ijustnod,hesignaledthesalutationandwalked

away...Icalledafterhim:

"How'syourwifecoping"?

Hestoppedthenturned...

Beast:"she'llbefine"

Me:"Itrustyou'lldoeverythinginyourpowerto

protecther.Right"?

Beast:"youhavenootherchoicebuttotrustme"

Inodandwalkedaway.Therewassomethingdark

aboutthisguy...hemademefeellikeawhimp .

Ireturnedtohisapartmentandfreshenedup,

orderedalotoffood(andjusttwocarrypacksof

booze formyself)andtookapowernap.Ineeded

it.IactuallyneededabottleofHennessey...

Andiyifuniintoyokoyikaenyindodathewayendoyike



ngayolaTaBeastearlier Fifteenminutespastsix

Libhongocalled...

Me:"hm"?

Libo:"don'ttellmeyou'resleeping.Ordidyoucancel"?

Me:"heyLibo...Nowe'restillon.Ijusttookapower

nap"

Libo:"oh...youmustbereallytiredthough.Whydon't

wereschedulefortomorrow"?

Me:"nodon'tworryaboutmeI'llbewhereveryou

wantmeinaflash,anywayI'mreturningtoPE

tonight"

Libo:"oohyhookay.I'mclosinguptheboutique

ngokusoufunasidibanephi"?

Me:"areyoudriving"?

Libo:"no"

Me:"ndilindeattheboutiqueI'llpickyouupinafew"

Libo:"sharp"



Iquicklywashedmyface,fa-fa njei-colognene

mouthwashthenIdrovetotown.IwentpastKFCfor

aVeryBerryKrusherthenIstoppedinfrontof

her,shegotin...KaneneHowdidVinceletgoofher?

Whatwasgoingoninhishead? Shelooked

herassinthatdress !Damn!

Libo:"hey"

Me:"hey...Isuredolookalittleunderdressed"

Shelookedatmyshortsandlaughed

Me:"wasukewandihlekauLibhongo"

Libo:"kalokuandiyazisiyaphiandifubonamnathis

ishowIpracticallydressondailybasis"

Me:"youlie"!

Libo:"andjeansofcoursebutbekushushunamhlanje

so..."



Me:"areyousomehowwalkingarounderr'dayhoping

tobumpontoVinceandmakehimjealous?Or

maybe,makehimregretwhyheletgoofyou?

OR...youjustwanthimback"?

Sheburstoutlaughing,herlaughterissoloudand

ratchetingathiyekaBonang ‍♂

Libo:"no,noand...DefinitelyNo.Thisisjustmebeing

meandiyenzelimntuyonkelento"

Me:"soyousaythere'snomanyou'retrynaplease"?

Libo:"Sosoyou'renosyrhaa!"

Nowwasmyturntolaugh...

Me:"Fairenough!IonlyknowlandawoyoVinceke

aphaforgoodmeat"

Libo:"yhoha.aI'mnotinthemoodforfakepeople

please"

Me:"wellIhavefoodendlinienoughforthebothof

usoryoucanalternativelychooseaplekngokwakho



keI'mgame"

Libo:"kuphiendlini"?

Me:"kwataBeast"

Libo:"asin...yhuSosoawoyiki?"

Igaveasidelookwithabitofsmile...Ididn'twanna

laughatthat.Sheobviouslybelieveshe'sdead...just

likeeveryoneelse

Libo:"don'tgimmethatlook"

Me:"you'retoooldtobelieveinghoststoriesbra"

Libo:"whatever!Ikhonainyamapha"?

Me:"yesma'am"

Libo:"ngconosiyekhonabutyoumustknow

uzandigodusa"

MyresponsewasjustasmileasIdrovetothe

apartment,parkedandcarriedherhandbagfor

her,I'magentlemanlikethathomie whenwegot



insidesheremovedherheelsandfloppedonthe

couchwithaloudsigh...

Me:"longday"?

Libo:"yhuthiswasthelongestofalllongdays.Mxm

ifbendsekhayangendikhululalebhodi.Yerr"

Ndothukandamjonga sherolledhereyesatme

ndasukandamhleka suchrealnessthough?

IwarmedupthefoodIhadboughtearlier,gqiba

ndakuzisakonkeeloungealongwiththedrinks

Me:"Iseeasmilecreepinguponyourface"

Libo:"Iseechickensalad..Verythoughtful"

Me:"Sosotakesapoint"

Shejustlaughedsatyasancokolaaboutgeneral

informationwhilewatchingamovie,occasionally

she'dlaughandherheadwouldlandonmy



shoulder,thenasifrealitykickedbackinshe'd

quicklyremoveitmaybebecauseofembarrassment

‍♂bloodgushingtohercheeksenablingher

naturalblushtoglow.Wait...whatamIsaying?

‍♂

Themoviestillplaying,Ipoppedacanformyself

yaphelainaflashsondangenakweyesibinindathi

chu,Istillhadtodriveherhome...eyamnebhayi

wasn'tnecessarilya"must".Icouldsleephereand

flyoutksasa

Libo:"ukuvimbaakufaninawe"

Me:"you'reworkingtomorrow"

Libo:"andyou'renot"?

Me:"akhowineorchampagnethough"

Libo:"youhavetwocarrypacksinfrontofyiu:

HeinekenandStrongbow"

Ilaughed...nankuumntuufunaunxilamidweek



bethuna.

Me:"Libopleasekhayeke,let'sjustfinishthemovie

ndikugoduse.It'slate"

Libo:"that'sbull...butyoucantakemehomengoku

xakucabandikudikile"

Me:"that'snotwha-"

Shewasalreadytakinghershoeswithherbagin

onehand,Iquicklygrabbedherwristxaezovula

emnyango

Me:"that'snotwhatImeant...I'msorryitcameout

thatway"

Hereyesdroppedtoherwrist,Islowlyletgoofitand

snakedmyarmaroundherwaist,Iheardhergasp

butIdidn'tgiveherachance.Ikissedherrightthat

momentandsherespondedwithsomuchhunger



andpassion...Thenshepushedmebackabit

Libo:"...Soso"

Me:"don'toverthinkit"

Libo:"wecan'tdothis..."

Ikissedheragain,deeperthistime.Shemoaned,

almostgrabbingmyneck..butIendedupbeinga

stepbackwards.

Libo:"SosoYouhaveagirlfriendbra,please.Let's

consideriifeelingszomntanabantu"

Me:"Ihaveagirlfriend,I'llhandleherbutrightnowI

wantyou"

Itooktwostepsforwardsowealmostbreathedthe

sameair



Me:"LiboI'mnotpromisingyouaforeverbutIam

promisingyourightnowthattonight,ifyouallowme,

I'mgonnamakesomuchlovetoyouulibaleba

you'veeverbeenhurtbefore"

Ikissedher,cuppingherface...

Me:"Ijustneedyoutoallowme...That'sall"

Thatcameoutawhisperbutsheheardeveryword

becauseinasecond,Iheardtheshoesandbagfall

andherhandscircledmyneckasourlipslocked.
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Wekissedforawhile,obviouslythemostimportant

placeIwantedtograbwasherassbutnot

immediately.Icontinuedplayingaroundwithher,our

tonguesincollisionitactuallyfeltrightandthen

eventualy Igrabbedherbehind,alongwithone



boobandtomysatisfactionsheletoutamoan.I

brokeawayfromthekiss,puttheHeinekenonthe

coffeetablendabuyelakuye.Ithinkshewas

shockedbyherownreactiontothissituation,the

lookinhereyeswasofshockandfear...ButIcould

stilltellshewashorny.

Me:"doyouwantmetotakeyouhome"?

Libo:"I'vebeencheatedonbefore...Iknowhowit

feels.Idon'twantLindotohavelowself-esteem

ngenxayam"

Me:"uzovangawe"?

Libo:"thetruthalwayscomesout.Onewayor

another,italwaysdoes"

Ndakhendathula...

Libo:"honestlyspeakingifIcoulderaseherimage

frommymindrightnow,Iwould.Butwitheverykiss

andeverytouch...Iseeherbubblyfaceatthebackof



mymind"

Me:"Ndiyakuva"

Libo:"I'msorry"

Me:"don'tapologizeforexpressingyourfeelings,I

understandandI'msorryforputtingyouinadifficult

position"

Libo:"yeah"

Shecheckedhertime...

Libo:"Ishouldgetgoing...hopefullytheyhaven't

lockedmeout"

Me:"kokwenu"?

Libo:"yeah"

Me:"well..There'saguestroomhereifyouwantyou

cancrashhere"

Libo:"IthoughtyouweregoingtoPEtonight"

Me:"Icanflyinksasa...Iwon'tleaveyoustranded"



Libo:"lemmecallmycousinfirstandseeifukhona

uzandivulela"

Me:"sure"

Shetookherphoneandheadedtothekitchen

‍♂whatthefuckwasthatallabout?Geez

Lwandiso!Landilewouldlaughhislungsoutifhe

weretohearthis andhe'dprobablytalkaboutit

unyakawonke.

Libo:"uhm...Ihatetodothistoyouyaz"

Me:"what'sup"?

Libo:"mycousiniswithherboyfriend...Andionly

havethehousekey.Nottheoneforthegate"

Me:"thenyou'recrashinghereforthenight"

Libo:"thanks"

Sheuneasilysatdown,Iwenttocleanuptheguest

room,Iwasgonnasleepinthekidsroomanyway



thenIcamebacktoher.

Me:"whydoyoulookanxious"?

Libo:"Ican'tgotoworkwiththesamedress

though...actuallynevermind.I'llmakeaplanksasa"

Me:"usure"?

Shenod...

Me:"oh-kay,letmeshowyouyourroomthen"

Shefollowedbehindme,ndambonisatheroomthen

Iwenttocleanuptheloungeandkitchenbefore

headingtomyownroom.Ihadtotakeanother

shower,acoldtenminutesshower tocoolmyself

downandmostprollyeraseallthatjust"almost"

happenedfrommymemory.TheminuteIgotin

bed,myphonerang...



Me:"baby"

Lindo:"Sosousandthanda?Likemanyhani"?

Me:"haibobabeyintonilentoundibuzayona?Is

everythingokay"?

Lindo:"howcaneverythingbeokaywhenyoudon't

communicatewithmexausenzaizintoyetyoustill

reckonwe'restillinarelationship"?

Notthisagain...

Notnowtorho

Me:"unjani"?

Lindo:"ndinjani?Ifanbandinjanixaucingawena"?

Me:"how'sschool"?

Lindo:"hayfokofmanSosostoppatronizingme,what

exactlyareyourintentions?Ithinikanyekanyelento

siyenzayo"?

Me:"Lindo"



Lindo:"Ifeellikeundenzelanjeifavourofsomesort

ngokubakulerelationshipnamandIhatethat

feelingbecausewebothknowawundenzelifavour"

Me:"Lindo"

Lindo:"I'mnotdesperateforlovebutyouknowthatI

loveyouandyou'rehereexploitingmeforthat.

KutheniunjenanjeSoso?Utheni?Ufumeneenyi

cherriewithbiggerhipsandbiggerass?Yilonto

ingathiawusandikhathalele"?

Me:"Lindokuhle"

Lindo:"kantindiyakucelayetagain,xaudikiwendim

itshosothatndizozazibandithiningobomibam

insteadofwaitingonyou"

Me:"areyougonnagimmeachancetotalk"?

Lindo:"noI'mnot-ifyouwantedtotalkyoushould

havecalledmeungalindimna"

Me:"Icalledyou,wandigcwaliselaandhunguponme.

Remember"?

Lindo:"heh,soyouwantanapologykengoku"?

Me:"akhangenditsho"



Lindo:"yazLwandiso..."

Iimmediatelyputmyphoneonthepedestalnextto

thebedfacedownndalala.Iwasn'tgonnalistento

anotherlecturendizithelefuthukamnandimna

ndakumphendulaangazaziebeyiqalelanilento.I

didn'tevensleepyaz,soafterabouttwohoursof

tossingandturningndavukaandwenttothekitchen

ndaphumelaeloungendayogqibezelaiibeerszam

watchingsomeSciFimovieonlowvolumendingabi

inconsiderateomnyumntanaephangelaksasa.I

decidedtowakeLandileupnobauzakundithuka...

Laa:"yintoniebsuku?Yintoni"?

‍♂

Me:"andtheysayI'vegotdramafordays"

Laa:"Landileufunantoni?Didyouseethetime"?

Me:"ucingbaI'dcallyoungephoneenexeshaandnot

seethetime?Ubuzityileiipilisi"?



Laa:"I'mgonnafuckenhangup,whatdoyouwant"?

Me:"andifunintoI'mjustlonely"

Laa:"soisyourgirlfriendinCapeTown"

Me:"who'sbrotherareyou"?

Laa:"hayinibethunanaliithunyeloezinzulwini

zobusuku"

Me:"whatwereyoudoing"?

Laa:"IwassleepingLandile,whyaren'tyousleeping"?

Me:"uyaxokauythathaphii-energyyothukiselakanti

ubulele.Whatwereyoudoing"?

Laa:"LwandisoTitus"

Me:"ngumntuwaphilowo?Stoptryingtorunaway

fromthequestion,kutheniufreshkangakanje?

Ubusenzani"?

Laa:"Bendifundiswaukhwelaumtshayelo"

Ijustlaughed...



Me:"awumuncu"

Laa:"onaseriousnotekengoku,what'supwitchu?

Whyaren'tyousleeping?AndIknowithasnothing

todowithwork"

Me:"IjusthadanotherquarrelwithLindo"

Laa:"cuthersomeslack"

Me:"shouldhaveknownuzamthethelelayetagain.

Mxmfuckensellout"

Laa:"uyazbonaphofbausexuallyfrustrated"?

Ialmostchokedonmybeer...

Me:"usazelaphiisilunguLwandiso?Uwafundiswe

ngubanilomagama"?

Laa:"I'mgonnaignorethatbuthere'smyadvice:take

aweekendoffuzombona.Shejustwantsyouto

maketimeforher"

Me:"okheyiDrPhil"



Laa:"takeapillowandcuddlewhilesomeofusget

tocuddlewithrealpeople.Goodnight"

Me:"hayyhima,unecherryuqalaniniwena"?

Laa:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"Landi-"

Heandhungup

Iwasleftstaringatmyphoneinshock

Me:"issalie"!

AfteracoupleofminutesIheardLibowalkingdown

thestairsIpretendedtobefocusedonthe

movie,shejustwalkedintothekitchen...Ifollowed

withtheemptybeerbottleskubandizakuzilahla

ndiyolalathenIbumpedontoherephumawitha

bottleofwater,thewaterfellndamcholela



Me:"I'msorry"

Libo:"itscool"

Westoodthereinuttersilenceforawholeminute.I

triedtowalkin,shetriedtowalkoutbutweendedup

gettingineachothersway...thiswasn'thelpingatall

cozshejusthadasheetwrappedaroundand

coveringherbodyandmymindhadranathousand

milesalready.

Me:"haymanLibo"

Libo:"butnguweosendlelenibra"

Webothlaughed,Istoodasidesoshestepout

ndatshondangenaandthrewthetinsaway.AgainI

turnedoffallthelightsandwalkeduptotheroomI

wassleepingin...

"Soso"



Iturnedaround...

Libo:"ndcelaundichargeleiphone"

Me:"I'llbringthechargerinaminute"

Libo:"sure"

Iwenttomyroom,retreatedwiththechargerand

wenttoknockonherdoor.

Libo:"ngena"

Iwalkedinandgaveherthecharger,thenIwalked

towardsthedoor.Iknewshewasfollowingmee

kubaezovalasoIabruptlyturnedsagilanaandour

eyeslocked

Me:"theresjustonemorethingIwantedtogiveyou"



Libo:"oh-kay...whatisthat"

Ikissedherpursedlips.Idon'tknowwhywewere

speakinginwhispers.

Libo:"..Soso"

Thatwasnolongerawhisperbutasighwhich

actuallymademewantmore,somethingabouther

wasveryseductiveandIknewthatifIcouldevoke

somefeelingsearlier,Icoulddothatnangoku.I

cuppedherfaceandkissedheragain,thistimeshe

gavein.Iclosedthedoorandpinnedheragainst

it,shelifteduponeofherlegsandIcaughtitasI

pushedmybodyclosertohers.

Me:"areyousureaboutthis"?

Shejustpulledmyheadandsmashedherlipsonto



mine...

UyabathwalaabakheuThixoyazi!Ngubani

owayesazi?
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Gettinghernakedwaseasy,akanxibangaanyway

andsheletmein,togetherwetravelledtothe

forbiddenlandandlaterfellasleepineachothers

arms.Iwokeupfirst,somethingshiftedinthedepths

ofmyheart.SomethingI'veneverfeltbefore,Ilooked

athernaturalsleepingbeauty...butuVinceyibharu

yi wohlukananjaninomntuonjena?Andshe

knowsandunderstandsherbody,Icouldtellbythe

confidenceandcomfortabilitysheoozedwhilewe

weremakinglove.Istoppedmyselffromlookingat

heranyfurther,Iworemyboxers,tooktherestofmy

clothesthatwereonthefloorndayovasainmy

room,thenIwenttowakeherup...



Libo:"hm"?

Me:"wakeup"

Libo:"mh"

Iwalkedoutandwenttogetdressed,therewereno

breakfastitemsinthehousebutIknewthatif

singaphumaaphangosevensizokwaziukutya,then

ayotshintshaattheboutiquebengekafikiabanyeor

theotherwayroundcozbavulauninebona.WhenI

wasalmostdone,Iwenttocheckonherbutshehad

herheadcovered.Isatnexttoher,maybeshewas

embarrassedaboutthedealingsoftheearly

morning...Women!Islowlyuncoveredherandour

eyesmet...

Me:"vukakaloku"

Libo:"yeah...Uhm...sure"

Me:"ulelekakuhle"?

Libo:"yeah...you"?



Ijustkissedherdrylipsandkeptitforaminutethen

Iretractedandlookedintohereyes.

Me:"Ihopeyoudon'tregretyourdecisionabout

earlierthismorning"

Libo:"eishSosobra..."

Me:"mh,vasakqalawe'lltalkmoreduringbreakfast"

Libo:"kay"

IwalkedoutndayogqibezelathenIcleanedupthe

roomandeverywherendakhuphanomgqomothenI

waitedforhertofinishup.Shecameoutanhour

later ‍♂fullydressedandreadytogo...

Me:"ugqibile"?

Libo:"yes..."

Me:"masambeke,we'llhavebreakfastintown"



Libo:"theuhm...sheets.Iremovedthemfromthebed

becausezisofunauvaswa"

Me:"oh,I'llhandlethat".

Libo:"sure"

Wewalkedout,gotinthecarandwenttohave

breakfastkwaWimpy,shewasawfullyquiet...

Me:"Libo"?

Sheliftedhereyes...

Me:"ucingantonikangaka"?

Libo:"Ijusthavealotinmymind"

Me:"Iknow...butwhatexactly"?

Shesighed...andhereIthoughtwehadagreatnight



Libo:"Iwon'tmaketimeifndingagodukangoku

ndiyotshintshabecauseofe-tolls"

Me:"mkay"

Libo:"And...(Sigh)Ikindahavemixedemotions

aboutlastnight.Thismorningrather"

Me:"mh"

Libo:"Ithinkitsguilt...Idunno,butIthinkitsguilt"

Me:"mh"

Thenshedrankhercoffee...

Me:"didyouenjoyit"?

Libo:"that'sbesidesthepoint"

Me:"Libo"

Libo:"Soso"

Me:"itsasimpleyesornoquestion:didyouenjoy

thetimewespenttogether"?



Libo:"yesIdidbutthatdoe-"

Me:"andsodidInowthat'ssettled,uLindoasyou

saidismygirlfriendI'lldealwithhernotyou"

Libo:"hm"

Me:"youhavethekeytotheboutique,right"?

Libo:"yes"

Me:"thenyou'llchangethere.I'llpay"

Shelookedatme...that"you'rekidding"look.

Me:"what"?

Libo:"doyoudothistoallyouronenightstands"?

Me:"you'reanexception"

Libo:"wow"

Ndatyakemnake,whatanswerdidsheexpect

though?Sheaskedmeaquestionndamphendula.I

preferhonestyatalltimesandIgivehonestytooas



rawasitismosttimes,henceIignoredLindolast

nightbecauseIknowI'llgiveherjustoneanswer

ahambeezibuzaukubaungubani.YesIloveherbutI

don'tlikebeingbombardedwiththesamequestions

oko,theinsinuation,theexhaustinginsecurities,the

tantrums...Itsendless.MaybeIshouldtake

Landile'sadvice...Speakingofthatone uTitus

uqomile!Iyandiphosisangezintolentoyalamaxhego

mabiniafanayoaseCongoalwelaizikhundla

zobugintsastru!Whenweweredone,Ipaidsahamba.

Wegottotheboutiquesangenaandclosedthe

doorssinceitwaswaybeforetheiropeningtime...

Libo:"uzandilindanditshintshekengoku"?

Me:"notnecessarilybutI'dlovetoseethatonepiece

onyou"

Libo:"jumpsuit"

Me:"what'sthat"?

Libo:"itscalledajumpsuit"



Ijustshruggedwithasmile,shemustjustbegladI

didn'tsayyirompaqha.Shewenttochange,keeping

theshoesshewornyesterday...Afterabouttwenty

minutesengaphumiIwenttoknockonthefitting

roomdoor.

Libo:"mmh"?

Me:"kantiumntuonxibaintoenyeuthathahowlong"?

Libo:"I'malsoproperlyapplyingmymake-upkaloku

bhuti"

Me:"hehwaah"!

Shelaughed...Ijustsmiledandwenttowaitforher

ontheotherside.Whilewaiting,ItextedLindo:

Goodmorning

Lonwabeleusukulwakho,Lwandisolovesyou.

Iknewsheprollylookedatitwitha"mxm"escaping

herlipsbutthat'sfineIkindadodeserveit.



"...I'mdone"

Iliftedmyeyesndasukandangathindinombilini I

actuallycouldn'texplainhowIwasfeeling.

Libo:"youdon'tlikeit"?

Me:"umhle"

Libo:"areyousure?Yourfirstreaction..."

Me:"I'mstarstruckmfondini...Youreallyare

beautiful"

Asmilecreptupontoherface,sheactuallyglowed.I

gotupfrommyseatandwenttothecounterkuba

ndizobhatala,shegotbehindthecounterand

processedthepayment.

Libo:"thanks"



Me:"nothankyou,formakingmytimeworthwhilein

thisconcretejungle"

Libo:"asif"

Webothlaughed...Iremovedfourhundredrands

(twotwohundrednotes)frommywalletndazisonga

andputtheminherpalmndasivalaisandlasakhe

Libo:"ha.akeSosowhatisthisnow"?

Me:"Maliyelunch"

Libo:"Ihavemoneytobuymyownlunchthankyou"

Me:"Iknowthat,butI'maddingkuleyakho"

Libo:"SosoIdon'twantyourmoney,please"

Me:"noproblemzuphisengayoomnkakwam"

Libo:"youdo-"

Me:"andIhavetoleaveyou...shouldIcallyouofika

kwam?Oryouneedtimetoeasetheguilt"?

Libo:"atextwilldo;justtoknowuhambenjani"



Ismiled,kissedhercheekandwalkedout,droveto

theairportandleftthecartobepickedupbyoneof

Beastspeoplelateron.InsteadofgoingtoPEI

decidedtogotoCapeTown,immediatelyafterI

landedItookacabhomenottomyflatbutwhenI

gottherebekungekhobantuluckilyIhadmyownkey.

Imadeaalcohol(specifically:rum)infused

smoothie,ndaqhizaandwenttothepoolwithitand

myphones.Insteadoftexting,IcalledLibhongo...

Libo:"whathappenedtotexting"?

Me:"Iwantedtohearyourvoice"

Libo:"tyhiniSoso"

Me:"ndirongondawni"?

Libo:"uzothiniumntuwakhoxauzofunananamazwi

ethu"?

Me:"uyayazilikhonaixeshalokubakufunweelakhe

ilizwinje"

Libo:"youliveinyourownworldshame"



Me:"Ididn'tthankyouaboutlastni-Imeanthis

morning"

Libo:"I'mtryingtoforget,Isuggestyoudothesame"

Me:"tryingtoforgetwhat?How?Isthateven

possible"?

Libo:"tryituzobonaizosebenza"

Me:"whoareyoutrynaconvinceLibhongo?Meor

yourself"?

Wathula...

Me:"yazigiventheopportunity,I'ddoitallover

again,andagainandagain"

Libo:"don'tsaythatbra...please"

Me:"infactnothingbeatsthemomentyoudugyour

nailsinmyarms,callingmynamebetweenclenched

teethasyouorgasmedfortheumpteenthtime"

Libo:"bra...Don'tdothis.PleaseorI'lljusthangupon

you"



Me:"I'llbeapopularinyourcityuqalangoku,please

don'tbeastranger"

Shelaughedandjusthungup IknewIgother

rightwhereIneededher.

"Ufikenini"?

Ilookedup,nankutwin ndivuyelanjeukumduba.

Me:"khawumeLwandisounecherryandIdon'tknow

aboutthat?"

Laa:"youwantpizzaorburgers?"

Me:"Lentoifunwanguwe,nowanswerme.Ngubani

lomntuukuvumileyo"?

Laa:"sothat'sburgersandsoda...khamendiyabuya"

Hehehe!



ThisLandileTitusrubbishyasukayandibandisa

ndifunaiindaba .
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LandilecamebackwiththefoodsoIgotoutofthe

poolsatya...

Laa:"what'sreallygoingonwithyouandyour

girlfriend"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Laa:"doyouthinkyoustillloveher"?

Me:"ithinkso...But..."

Laa:"butwhat"?

Me:"IthinkIshouldlethergo...itsnotworkingngoku

insteadndizakuzibonandingumntuendingenguye

andatsomepointshe'llendupbeinghurtandIdon't

wantthat"

Laa:"soyou'renotevengonnaattempttoworkon

it,nizokwehlukananjejustlikethat"?



Me:"theonlypossiblewaywecouldpossiblytryto

workthroughitisformetobehereokowhichisnot

gonnahappen"

Laa:"usamthandaseriouslylomntwanamfethu"?

Me:"LandileI'mnotlikeyou,Idon'thavetoconstantly

beupinyourfaceforyoutoknowthatIloveyou.

YeswhenIhavetimeyou'llknowwithoutadoubtbut

naxandingenaloixeshatheleastIexpectisforyou

tounderstand"

Laa:"youdon'texpectwomentounderstandkeSoso

that'sjustthat.Youhavetobepresent...emotionally

presentemntwiniwakho"

Me:"whenlastdidIseemom?Issheconstantly

blowingupthegasketkubaengandiboni?No"

Laa:"FaithandLindokuhlearetwodifferentnames

belongingtotwodifferentindividuals.Don'tcompare

them"

Me:"heh...UqaleniniLandileukubanguDoctorPhil?

Okanyeuprektizelaaphakum"?

Laa:"abantuabangakwaziyobazakuthiundimsoI



havetoschoolyouboyboy,ungahambeundihlalaza"

Me:"bendikhendatshobaumuncuyaz"

Helaughed yintoniehlekisayokulento

ndiyithethayo?

Laa:"soyou'rehereforhowlong?Andwhyareyou

here,notatyourcrib"?

Me:"I'mhereforasshortasIpossiblycan;Iwanted

timetothinkbeforendiyeKuLindo"

Laa:"isitsafeforyoutobehere"?

Me:"GhostisonhiswaytoCongoandtherestare

justhoodratstrynabegangstasoakhobungozi

bungako.But,youcanneverbereallysure"

Laa:"mamakhouzofikangeweekend"

Me:"unfortunatelyuzofikasendimnkile"

Laa:"hm"



AftereatingIwenttotakeanapinmyroombut

decidedtocallLindofirst...

Lindo:"hm"?

Me:"ugrand"?

Lindo:"whatdoyouwantLwandisotorho"

Me:"Iwanttoseeyou"

Lindo:"youknowwheretofindme"

Me:"okaykendiyeza"

Lindo:"wait...you'reinCapeTown"?

Me:"yes"

Lindo:"whyamIonlyhearingthisnow?Ufikenini?

Uphi"?

Me:"ndiyafikangoku"

Lindo:"oh"

Me:"sewuphumileeklasini"?

Lindo:"eweI'monmywaytotheflatrightnow"



Me:"okay,I'llbethereinafew"

Lindo:"kay"

Wehungup.

Eishbekungonaingathindinehangover,mybody

andmindneededalotofrestingtimebutIgotup

ndanxibaandtookcarkeysndaphuma.Iwenttobuy

foodkqalathenIdrovetothecrib...Shewaswith

twoofherfriends

Me:"molweni"

Them:"taSoso...yhuawunqabe"

Me:"ibalulekilelontoungasolokeunguphuhlu

ebuswenibabantudekucabauyabadikaabantu"

Theylaughed...Iputthefoodinthekitchenandwent

overtothebedroomwhereLindowaspacking

impahlayakhe.Itriedhuggingher,shesteppedaway



Me:"kuyiwaphi"?

Lindo:"I'mmovingbacktorez"

Me:"oh...Ithoughtyoulikedithere"

Lindo:"nowIdon't"

Me:"mh,mkay"

Isatonthebedandjustwatchedher,wapakisha

wagqibathenshewenttogiveherbagstoher

friendszahamba.Shecamebackwahlalaphantsi

andlookedmestraightintheeyes

Lindo:"guessIshouldbegratefulthatyoufinally

arrivedaftersomanyunheardcriesbecauseke

ubuzovangabantuthatI'mnolongerlivinghere"

Me:"ndiyabona"

Lindo:"I'mtiredmnaSosoIwon'tlie"

Me:"mh"

Lindo:"andthemostpainfulpartisfinallyrealizing



thatyouneveractuallyforgavemeforaborting

thoughatfirstyoukindamademebelieveyou

have...youractionsasoflatespeakotherwise"

Ndathula...

Lindo:"I'mnotgonnaforceyoutobewithmeandI

apologizedngalantosoI'mnotgonnadwellinthe

pastandliveinregretbecauserightnow,justlike

whenIdidit,Istillfeelitwastherightthingtodo.

Ngendiphingokuwithumntanawakhowhileyou're

busylivinglifetothefullestinPortElizabeth"?

Me:"hm"

Lindo:"soI'vefinallydecidedtotapbackintomy

prideanddignity,andgiveyouwhatyouwant:your

space"

Me:"mh"

Lindo:"ifwecontinue,we'llcontinue.Ifnot,thenits

stillcool.Yonkelontoixhomekekekuweke"

Me:"Isee"



Wathula...

Guessshewasdone.

Me:"IappreciateyourhonestyinallofthisandI'm

gladIcaughtyoutoday..."

Lindo:"mh"

Me:"Ishouldguessweareonthesamepage

becauseIcamehereforustotalkaboutthe

future,goingforwardbutIwaskindaafraidofhurting

yourfeelings"

Lindo:"I'mgrown,andmommaraisedasoldier"

Me:"Icanseethat..."

Lindo:"soyoumeanthisisit"?

Me:"itlookslikeit"

Lindo:"okay...Uhm...Okay"

Suddenlythereglassesemehlweniwakhe.Kanti



wasn'tshebreakingupwithmeasecondago?

Lindo:"istheresomeoneelse"?

Me:"no"

Lindo:"Idon'tbelieveyou"

Me:"I'mtellingyouthetruth"

Lindo:"thenwhyungazangeundibizeeBhayioko

wayohlalaphaya"?

Me:"itsdangerousandIwastrynaprotectyouthat's

why;Trinanolongerhasahouseaphobesiqhele

ukuyakhona,yatsha.Ilivedinabnbforacoupleof

daysaftersheleft,ndisandozanyelwaiflatngu

LandilenotsolongagosoI'mstillsettlingin"

Lindo:"soyoudidn'tthinkI'dunderstandifyou

communicatedthatwithme"?

Ibreathed...Nantsilentobendingayifuni.This

diggingdeepandtryingtoseewhoistoblamewhile

IknewIplayedmypartshemustrealizewithoutme



pointingitoutthatsheplayedherstoo.

Lindo:"youknowweemotionallylosteachotherway

beforenowneh"?

Ijustlookedather,Iwasn'tabouttoconfirminto

endingayaziyomna.

Lindo:"andIthoughtIwasbeingparanoidbut

kuyacacabaIshouldhavelistenedtomyinstinct

kwangokuya.MaybeIwouldn'tbefeelinglikethis"

Me:"Ithoughtyouactuallywantedthingstobelike

this"

Lindo:"haiboareyouserious?Likereallyserious"?

Me:"LindoIcaughtyouleavingmyhousewithout

informingme,aminuteagoyoubrokeupwithmenot

insomanywordsbutyoudid...xandikungqinela

uyachiphiza"

Lindo:"youwerenotsupposedtoukundingqinela



dammit"

Me:"haibo"!

Lindo:"umunculomhlobonaLwandiso?Iwantedyou

tobegmenottogo,promisemethatwe'llwork

thingsout,reassuremethatusandithanda.Isthatso

hardtoregister?Ayorocketsciencemos"

Me:"Lindouyayazixaumntuethethanamtheyspeak

whattheymeanandmeanwhattheyspeak,andinalo

iixeshaloguess'abawhenyousaythis,youactually

meansomethingelse"

Lindo:"that'sbecauseyoudon'tcarekalokubecause

ifyoucaredonebityou'dknowwhenagirlsays

this,sheactuallymeansthis"

Me:"andiyoouKaThabisaLindondingeyoouKa

Kgothalo.Ukubanithixanithethangathiniqhathane

ngendlelaebekumeleiirelationshipszingayoI'mnot

gonnabepartofthat.WhenIhavetime,whenI'min

agoodspace,wheneverythingissmoothyouknow

howItreatyou.Youknowbetterthananyonehow

muchIloveyou,howIspoilyoubutngethutyana

endithendaxakekangaloyousuddenlydoubtme.



Don'tgetmewrongIunderstandtwomonthsisa

longtimebutIfindyourattitudesuddenlystrange

becauseyouweren'tlikethisndisePortugalatime

longerthantwomonths"

Lindo:"Portugalisdifferent,ulaphangokujusta

coupleofhoursawaybutkunzimanobuyajustone

weekend?"

Me:"howisitdifferent?IwasworkinginPortugal,I'm

stillworkinginPE.Howisthatdifferent"?

Shesighed...

Waphakama,Ifollowedbehindher.

Lindo:"fightingandarguingaboutthisisactually

pointlessnow.You'vealreadymadeyourchoice"

Me:"I'msorryforhurtingyourfeelingsandwasting

yourtimeholdingontonothing"

Lindo:"yakheyayisomethingbefore...soitscool"

Me:"canidropyouoff"?



Shenodlookingtheotherway,Itookthebagofmeal

sangenaemotwenithenItookhertotherez

ndamnikaokwakutyabesizokutyabeforewebroke

up.

Me:"onelasthug"?

Shehuggedme,Ikissedherforeheadandwatched

hergo.
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Me:"goodmorning"

Aunt:"Bonjour,hévousavezl'airtrèsenceintequand

êtes-uousdû?"(Goodmorning,heyyoulookheavily

pregnantwhenareyoudue?)

IlookedatPaulinaforassistance...



Nana:"she'saskingwhenareyoudue"?

Me:"inamonthortwo"

NanatranslatedtotheminEnglishsatyathenthose

nunattendedtoallthechildren.Ilaterwenttotake

anafternoonnap,Iactuallylovedthepeaceexhumed

inthishouseitwasactuallyrelaxing.Isleptuntil

almostdinnertime,ovukakwamIdecidedtogolook

forotherpeoplesoIroamedaroundthehouseuntilI

heardvoices...FamiliarvoicessoIstoppedtolisten:

Beast:"Pouvez-voustraiteravecvotrefils,s'ilvous

plaît?"(Canyoudealwithyourson,please?)

Nqobimpi:"Pourquoi?Avez-vous

soudainementpeurdeluimaintenantqu'ilvient

réellement?"(Why?Areyousuddenlyafraidofhim

nowthathe'sactuallycoming?)

Beast:"Nonpapa,j'aivraimentpeurdecequejevais

luifairesijem'occupedelui.Sivousaimeztoujours



quelqu'und'entrenous,peuimportequivousaimez

...Traitezaveclui"(Nodad,I'mactuallyafraidof

whatI'lldotohimifIdealwithhimmyself.Ifyou

stillloveanyoneofus,doesn'tmatterwhoyoulove...

Dealwithhim)

Nqabayomziwasfumingandhisfatherwasas

chilledasBeastwouldbe.Iquicklywalkedpastthat

roomandfoundLornàplayingwiththechildren,I

stoodbythedoorandjustwatcheduntiloneofmy

sonslookedupandsawme,hegotupandrantothe

doorpullingmyhandtojointhem.Iwalkedinand

satonasofainthecorner,heeeeuUbawas

khumshinglikenobody'sbusinessIwassurprised.I

suddenlyfeltjealousofthetwoolderoneswho

spokefluentFrench IimaginedUbaandUve

conversatinglikathatinSA .

Uba:"mama"

Me:"baby"



Uba:"utatakhokabuyangaselenzini"?

Me:"Ithinkukhonayaz"

Uba:"asiyekuye.Afunayenamna"

Me:"he'llcometoyouwhenhe'sdone,he'sbusywith

tan'khulu"

Uba:"withtan'khulu"?

Me:"ewendoda"

Hesmiledandranout,Ibetheknewwherehis

grandadhangsout.Ijustprayedthatitwassafefor

himtogothere...

"Baby"

Ilookedup,NqabaandhissonwereatthedoorsoI

gotupandwenttothem,Ubawenttojoinhisbrother

andtherest.Guesshejustwantedtoseehisdad

azoxola.HisdadandIgottomyroomandsaton

thebed...



Me:"usharp"?

Beast:"I'mokay,bakuphethekakuhleoomama

balapha"?

Me:"talkingaboutthat..."

Helaughedatmydramaticexclamation.

Me:"suhlekababyman"

Beast:"okaysorry"

Me:"pleasepromisemeyou'llneverevenattemptto

thinkifgettingasecond,orthirdorforthwife"

Waphelayintsinilobhuti

Me:"babythisisnotfunnytorho,Iwouldn'tsurvive"

Beast:"butbaby,aren'ttheysurviving"?



Me:"braaaa!Lookatthem,they'veobviously

acceptedthis"

Beast:"communicationiskeyatalltimes,andkaloku

umntuungenaaphaeyaziintoazoyenzanento

azifakakuyo"

Me:"goodthingawzangeundixelelengasithembu

kemnakeANDawuzondixelelasesilaphaphakathi

tu"

Beast:"butadmitit,baphilagrandandinpeace"

Me:"Iagreebut..."

Beast:"kutheniunomonababy?Whathappenedto

peopleshallshare"?

Me:"ooh?Thatmeansyouwouldn'tmindhaving

brotherhusbandsnawe"

Beast:"brotherhusb-bazohlalaphi"?

Me:"kulendawobazawbebehlalakuyoabafazibakho

kaloku"

Beast:"haymanbabysirightthinasoythu"

Me:"haymntuwamsienoughshame.Yhu.Ngomphi



loebeseChina"?

Beast:"nguNana"

Me:"mnk,unanaunomakhuluonguNana"

Hejustsmiledatme...creepy.

Me:"andthat"?

Beast:"you'recomfortablehere"

Me:"maybeitsbecauseIhavenotbeeninyourdad's

presence"

Beast:"he'llbejoiningyouguysfordinner"

Me:"uzabeungekhowena"?

Beast:"no...Ihavetobeonthelo-excuseme"

Hisphonewasringingsohecutthatsentenceshort

toanswerit,Ijustrubbedmybellyinwaiting.It

wasn'tlongwhenIheardhimblurtingout:

"Vousferiezmieuxdevousréveiller!Laminuteoù



Ghostmetlespiedsdanscetteville,j'aibesoinde

savoir.Jenepeuxpastepayerpourfairetontravail

quejefinisparfairemoi-mêmeàcausedeton

incompétence"

(Youguysbetterwakeup!TheminuteGhostsets

footinthistown,Ineedtoknow.Ican'tbepayingyou

todoyourjobswhichIendupdoingmyselfbecause

ofyourincompetence)

Nqabahasshockedmekengalentoyakhenesisi

Frenchasikhuphangeempumlobecauseakazange

akheabhudenakanyeendliniinfacteversinceI've

knownhim...yazisenokwenzekakusekuninzi

endingekakwazingalomntundinaye Iwonder.He

hungupabruptlyandsatbackdownwakhewathula

forafewminutes...

Beast:"Ghosthascrossedtheborders"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"Ihavetogonow"



Me:"goodluck"

Hekissedmeonthelips,thentheforeheadgqiba

waphuma.NowIwasn'tinthemoodfordinnerwith

thefamilyknowingmyhusbandcouldbefightingfor

hislife,moneyandlegacywithhisowntwin.Having

afamilydinnerinsuchasituationdidn'tfeelright,it

feltlikeacelebrationofsomesort.IlaythereuntilI

wascalledtojointherestoftheeldersandas

expected,SirGwalaSeniorwelcomedme.

Nqobimpi:"unjaniumazalawakhophaeMonti"

Iclearedmythroat he'saskingofanotherwoman

whohappenstobehisexandthemotherofhisfirst

bornsinthemidstofhiswives?Great.

Me:"uyaphilatata"

Nqobimpi:"bendikhendancokolelwangooUve



ukubaninaboabanyeabantwanathatyouleft

behind"

Me:"OwenoSino,ayingobethubutthey'vebeenliving

withus"

Nqobimpi:"IbelieveomnyengokaNtando"

Me:"ewetata,uOwentando"

Nqobimpi:"louyintombingokabani"?

Me:"ngokuAnelisa"

Nqobimpi:"Anelisa...Anelisa....UAnelisaintombiKa

Bonginkosi"?

Eishleconversationwasheadingsomewhereelse

andIwasn'tinthemoodtodiscussmydad's

shenaniganshere.

Me:"ewetata"

Helaughed...Mnk!



Nqobimpi:"unjaniyenauyihlo?Iheardhe'sbeenout

forawhilenow"

Me:"Iheardtoo"

Nqobimpi:"ahisoldieremadodeni.Yourfatherwas

themanmntanam,hahahahewasthemanItellyou.

Qhaukunyolukakomntukuyamthumelelaumntu

lowoesihogweni"

Haikendathulamna...andiyingeneyonkeleathetha

ngayo.SeeingthatIwentsilentonhimheshiftedthe

conversationtohiswivesauntChimezebeingthe

firstwifeandNanaobviouslythelastoryoungest.

Bancokolabonkebehleka...

Me:"ohmyGod"

Thatexactmomenteverythingstopped,theyall

lookedatme.



Nana:"honeyareyouokay"?

Icouldn'tbelievewhatjusthappened ndasuka

ndoyikabandizayiqalangaphileintoindehlelayo.

Nqobimpi:"Luthandoyintoni?Thethamntanam,

uyalunywa"?

Me:"my...water...just...broke"

Immediatelyallfourwomenjumpedtomyattention,

theywalkedmetomyroomandclosedit.Lornàwas

morenervousthantherestasshetriedcallingthe

familydoctorwhileUgohelpedmeundress...

Lornà:"auntChimdoctorJuliasaysshe'llbeherein

anhour"

Aunt:"Nanarunthebathsolong"



Me:"bath"?

Ugo:"yes"

Me:"Ibathedalready"

Ugo:"itsnotforbathingyou,itsforwaterbirth"

Ndavelandalunywaintoekhawlezileyondakuvale

waternton-ntoni.

Ugo:"weallgavebirththroughwaterbirthdon'tlook

soworried,itssafeandauntChimknowswhatshe's

doing"

Me:"she'sgonnabedeliveringthebaby"?

Lornà:"she'sgonnabeassistingthedoctor,she'sa

midwifebyprofession"

AphelaamathembaesibhedleletukengokuIhadno

choicebuttotrustthesepeoplebutkuyoyonke

lentoIcouldn'tignorethefearofgivingbirthtotwins

again(hypotheticallyspeaking)andthenbambe



omnyeumntanawambandinikeone,justliketheydid

withNtandoandNqaba Icouldn'tthinkpastthat

fear .
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ThirtyminuteslaterIwasinthebathtubwithjust

AuntChimezeinthebathroomandtheotherwomen

inthebedroom,Iwantedtocallmyhusbandtocome

backhomeabekhonabutIknewhecouldn't.This

woulddistracthimandwouldmostprobably

sabotagehisplan,whatevertheplanwas.

Aunt:"Trinayoushouldbreath...tryslowbreaths.

Theyalwayshelp"

Iwasteary

Me:"Ineedtocallmyhusband.Please"

Aunt:"youdon'tneedyourhusbandrightnow,allyou



needtodoisbreath.Workwithmehere,trytobreath

inandoutslowly.Thatwillhelpyourelax"

Itriedhey...butI'msousedtohavingNqabanextto

meinalmosteverythingthatitwasliterally

impossibleformetoconcentrateonthisbreathing

taskIwasaskedtodo.Thenawhitewomanwalked

inwithaCongoleseyouthfulwoman...

Doc:"goodeveningMrsG..."

Aunt:"Julia.Thankyouforcominginatsuchshort

notice...thisisTrinaNqaba'swife"

Doc:"nicetomeetyou"

Ijustnod...Bekungonandilunywayonyhanikengoku

ndavelandanomsimdondanecheekinto

ekhawlezileyo.Shesetoutintheopenallhertools

waqalaumsebenzi,shedidthecheckstoseehow

manycentimetreswereleft...



Doc:"oops,IthinkIjusttouchedahead"

siriyasli?

Doc:"okayTrina,let'sdothis.Inthecountof

five,push"

Iwasready.

Iwasreadytogetthisoveranddonewithalready.

Theycounteddown,Ipushed.Ipushed...and

pushed...yep,andpusheduntilIhearda"dyumpu"

soundofsomethingdroppinginthewaterfollowed

byasoftlazycry.Atearleftmyeye,Iwasrelieved.

DoctorJuliatouchedmystomach,Iknewfromthe

lookinhereyesthatIwasn'tdone Paulinawalked

intotakethebabytoJulia'sassistantwhowas

waitingwithasmallbathtubtoassistinbathingthe

babyandthenIstartedpushingagain,asecondbaby

cameout,morelivelythanthefirstone...



AndIwasaskedtodothefinalpushandto

everybody'ssurprise:therewasathirdbaby.Ibroke

downimmediatelyafterdeliveringthelastone,Iwas

inmyrightfulmindsIknewI'dgivenbirthtothree

healthybabiesandIcouldn'tbelieveitmyself.How

canthisbepossible?Bebehlelinjaniinthere?

AfteracoupleofstitchingsandproperbathingIgot

dressedandwenttomybed.Allthreeofthemwere

lyingtheresosmallandcute,Icouldn'tholdbackmy

tears,IwassooverwhelmedandinpainbutmostlyI

wasexcitedandsadatthesametimethatbaby

wasn'thererightnowtowitnessthis.Isatonthe

bedalmostlyingdownbutactuallysupportingmy

backwithacontinentalpillow,Lornàsatnexttome

andgavemethefirstchildtobreastfeed.Assoonas

Igavehimthenipple,hestartedsucklinguntilthey

toldmetostopandmoveontothesecondandthird

one.Theyweredressedinwarmfluffyrompas...

Nanahadthefirstone,Ugothesecondoneand

Lornàthethirdone;theyweretryingtoburpthem

bazobalalisa.Idozedoffndisababukele.Thiswasso

shockingandoverwhelming,wedidn'tgetthesona

becausewewantedtobesurprisedandsurprised



wewere...wellIwas.Becausedaddywasn'tthereto

seetheselittlemiracleshemadewithmommy.Aunt

Chimezewokemeuptochange,breastfeedthekids

andeat.IwassurprisinglyveryhungrybutIcouldn't

bringmyselftoeatsolids...

Me:"aunty"

Shewascleaningoneofthebabieseyes

Aunt:"madame"

Me:"canIpleasegetasmoothieevenifitsjust

vegetablesoup"

Aunt:"okay,I'llgetthatinaminute"

IputthetraynexttomewhileIdrankthecoffeethat

hadaccompaniedmymeal.LornàwalkedinjustasI

wasgettingoffthebedtogochangethesanitary

towel,onmyreturnmyfatherin-lawwasthere



smilingfromeartoearforhisnewnamecarriers.

Nqobimpi:"ngendisithiuyihlondakumthengela

inqawentombamqhandamgqibelaengatshayi"

Ijustsmiledandgotnexttomysons.Yep,threeset

ofboys.

Nqobimpi:"kuthwaawukabathiyi"

Me:"bendicingaulindautatawabotata"

Nqobimpi:"Oohhaykuhle,heyuziseuvuyono

chulumancokwelikhaya.Zangeyasehlelalenyewe

yamadodaamathathungaxeshanye"

Iblushed...thisoldmanwasreallyhappy,Iwashappy.

Andafraid.

Ndizobakhuliselaphiababantwanakulamagintsa

mangakaebominibethunoNqaba?Lotatauvuya

kangakauvuyiswabubukhobabantwanaokanye



kubonaukubaobubomibakhebunabantu

abazokubuqhuba?Peoplewhoaregoingtokeephis

namerelevantinthe"game"foralongtime?

NdingafihlaphiThixo?

Nana:"youknowyou'llhavetomakebirthcertificates

forthemhere,right"?

Me:"here"?

Ugo:"yes,theywerebornheresotheyareactual

Congolesecitizens"

Ilookedattheirhusband,haykalokuhemust

organisesomethingorsomeoneinSAforthis.I

can'thaveCongolesebirthcertificates.

Nqobimpi:"don'tworryaboutthatrightnow,just

enjoythemoment"

Yep,heunderstoodmylook.Uzakwenzaiplannoba



uyenzenini,njani

Nqobimpi:"Ihopeyouhavecommunicatedyourfood

preferences"

Aunt:"yesI'veattendedtoherpapadon'tworry"

Nqobimpi:"alrightthen,I'llleaveyoutorest"

Me:"enkositata"

Heleftus,hiswiveslaterfollowedleavingChimeze

whosaidshe'dsleeponthemattresstowatchover

mebutItoldhertogoandinikehercellphone

numberI'llcallherwhenIneedhelpwahamba

engafunincambutIinsisted.Ineedamomentwith

theselittlepeople.IntheweehoursofthemorningI

heardthedoorslowlycrackingopensoIlookedup

becausethelightwaslefton,IsawNqababythe

door.

Beast:"hey"



Me:"hey"

Beast:"didIwakeyou"?

Me:"no...Iwasn'tsleeping"

Hewalkedinwithoutclosingthedoor,camenearmy

headandhewasabouttokissmewhenIsuddenly

realizedtheslightchangeofscent

Me:"youchangedyourperfume"?

Beast:"younoticed.Doyoulikeit"?

Me:"its...Letsjustsaythepreviousonestilldoesit

forme"

Asourlipswereabouttomeet,another"Nqaba"

walkedin.InfacttherealNqabawalkedin

"That'sbecausethat'snotme"



Iquicklyturnedtolookathisdirectionndabanda

ngaphakathi.ItriedsittingupndajongauNtando,

whatlevelofwitchcraftandcrueltywasheonto

evenattempttokisshisbrother'swife?

Me:"Ntando"?

Ghost:"umntuwakhoumazinangevumba.Classic"

Me:"canyouexcuseus"

Ghost:"why?Igotherefirst"

Beast:"yououghttoleavenyhani"

Ghost:"asikhokwakhongokundoda,stopthrowing

yourweightaround"

Beast:"Mafemmeatraversél'enfercesdernières

semainesettuneluiaspasvraimentfacilitélavie,

jenevaispasm'asseoiricietbavarderavectoi...Je

vousdemandedequitterGhost,deretourneren

AfriqueduSud.Àprésent."(Mywifehasbeen

throughhellthesepastfewweeksandyouhaven't

reallymadeiteasyforher,I'mnotgonnasithereand

chitchatwithyou...Iamaskingyoutoleave



Ghost,gobacktoSouthAfrica.Now.)

Ghost:"Vousn'avezpasàmedirequoifaire,vous

êtescelui

quiaenfreintlesrègles.Vousavezfoirétoutecette

affairemaintenantfuckenmanupman!"(Youdon't

gettotellmewhattodo,you'retheonewhobroke

therules.Youmessedupthiswholethingnow

fuckenmanupman!)

Beast:"Jenesaispasquelleautreexplicationvous

pouvezcomprendre.Ohj'aioublié,tunesaispasce

quec'estqued'aimeretd'êtreaimé...tun'asjamais

étéamoureuxavant.C'estpourquoiilestsidifficile

pourvousde

comprendremapositionquandils'agitdema

femme."(Idon'tknowwhatotherexplanationis

thereforyoutounderstand.OhIforgot,youactually

don'tknowwhatitistoactuallyloveandbeloved

back...you'veneverbeeninlovebefore.That'swhy

itssodifficultforyoutounderstandmyposition

whenitcomestomywife.)

Ghost:"Vousn'étiezjamaisdestinéàtomberdans



cettemerde,arrêtezdevousenvantercommesi

c'étaituneréussite.Tum'astrahi,tum'asmentiettu

asdétruit

cequej'aivécutoutemavie.Avez-vous

honnêtementpenséquejeprendraiscette

merdeassis?Huh?Fuckenréponds-moi"(Youwere

nevermeanttofallforthatshit,stopbraggingabout

itasifitsanachievement.Youbetrayedme,youlied

tomeandyoudestroyedwhatIhavelivedforallmy

life.DidyouhonestlythinkI'djusttakethatshit

sittingdown?Huh?Fuckenanswerme)

Me:"willyoutwojustshutthefuckup?"

Ghost:"hayS'bongiledon'ttalktomelikethat"

Me:"Iwilltalktoyouanyhownowlistenherebothof

you;I'msofuckentiredofthischildishnessbetween

youtwonowI'mnotgonnagetinvolvedbutbothof

youbetterpraythatkuyoyonkelempambanoyenu

noneofMYchildrengethurt"

Ghost:"hehehe!YatshointombiKataBongz.Sisiyou

don'tscareme,ifthatfagotyoucallahusband

tremblesatyourcommands,dontexpectnamtodo



so"

Me:"trymeNtandoNtabeniuyeva?Ipermityoutotry

me"

Heshookhisheadandwalkedout,Nqabawas

alreadyclosertothebed.Heuncoveredthebabies

wothuka,butsmiledashekissedeachoneofthem.I

justlookedathim,hecametomysideofthebedand

triedkissingmeIstoppedhim

Beast:"haiboawsevanecologneyamkengoku"?

Me:"removeyourT-shirt.Andsathembangakwanto

ngoku"

IknewkungonainguyelobutIwantedtobesure,I

sawhisbirthmarkandthetattoowithournames

thenIkissedhimback.
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Iwatchedhimwatchinghisnewbornbabieswithso

muchloveandadoration.

Beast:"heeeunanacan'tcome"?

Me:"unanaisonastrikesana"

Beast:"udlalilengathiunana...basebahleman

mamakhe"

Me:"bafuzemnaobviously"

Beast:"umhlekanenenawe,Ialmostforgot"

Me:"youalmostforgot?Awnantlonikanene"

Ifelthislipsonminefollowedbyamumbled"thank

you"Ijustsuckedhisbottomlipandkissedhim.

Thiswassucharelief,butalsostressful.Ubaand

Uveareahandfulnje,nowwehavethreemoretothis

picture?HowwillImanage?Haykuzofunekamhla

sagodukasidlulengoFatseJo'burg.Khona

sigodukelaphi?



Beast:"Nalique"

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"ndiyakuthanda"

Me:"sayitinFrenchkalokubaby"

Beast:"uyazibonake"?

Me:"ndiyadlalaman,Iloveyoutoo"

Beast:"sowhathaveyounamedthem"?

Me:"yazndilambile"?

Helookedatmethenathiswatch

Me:"Ionlyatesouplastnight"

Beast:"okay,mandiyikujongelaekitchen"

Me:"nomeatorgravyandnobread"

Beast:"inobauzotyantonikengokuLuu"?

Me:"andiyaziloveI'mjusttellingyoumypreferences

asofnow"



Helaughedandwalkedoutshirtless,Ghostwalked

inndamjonganjendamlindaathethe.

Ghost:"youmustbewonderingwhatexactlyismy

gameplan"

Me:"youactuallyreckonyouhaveone"?

Ghost:"Ijustwantwhat'srightfullymineS'bongile.

That'sall"

Me:"whatexactlyisrightfullyyourskeNtando"?

Hewalkedtowardsthewindow...

Ghost:"everythingheownsinEastLondonyaqalwa

ndim,theleasthecoulddoistosharefifty-fifty"

Me:"witheverythingthatheleftherehowmuchhave

yousharedwithhim"?



Wathula...

Me:"wait,howmuchisactuallyleft?Isthereanything

lefttoshareatall"?

Ghost:"Iknowyouhatemeforwhatkaroodidto

you"

Me:"ifIhatedyouyou'dbedeadjustlikehim"

Ghost:"soyoulikeme"?

Me:"ItolerateyoubecauseofNqabahelovesyou

despiteyourstupidwitchcrafttendenciesandunlike

him,Iseerightthroughyoubutyoualreadyknow

that.Right"?

Ghost:"I'mnotasbadasI'vebeenpaintedouttobe"

Me:"you'reworseneh"?

Ghost:"allIwantistobelistenedto,tobeheard,and

foroncethat'swhatdadisdoing.I'mnotNqabaand

I'llneverbehim,ifonlywecouldstopbeing

compared"

Me:"sothat'swhyyou'rehere?Daddycametoyour



rescue?Yazupathetickanjanitalkingabout

comparisonyetitsclearungoyenaumuncubutstillu

powerhungry.YazipoweriyambulalaumntuNtando

"?

Ghost:"I'mnotp-"

Beastwalkedinandlookedathisbrotherwhohad

turnedatthesoundofthedoor.

Beast:"ngokuuyihloebekuthathaphaebetheyizaKu

Luthando"?

Ghost:"Ijustwantedtohaveawordwithher"

Beast:"ulibonileixesha"?

Ghost:"excuseme"

Beast:"you'reexcused"

Hewalkedout.

Nqabagavemeatraywithafruitsmoothie,chicken



schnitzelplatedwithroastedpotatoesinmushroom

sauceandchamomiletea.

Me:"thanks"

Beast:"mh"

Itookthreegulpsdownandbreathed.

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidyouweregonnadealwith

him"

Beast:"utatakheufikekqala"

Me:"and"?

Beast:"we'resupposedlygonnahaveameeting

ngomso.Justthethreeofusandcometosomesort

ofagreement"

Me:"withregardstowhat"?

Beast:"withregardstohisclaimsandrightful

Whatnots...canwejustfocusonusrightnow?



SendidikwenayileCongomna"

Me:"right...Babynames"

Beast:"whatwereyouthinking"?

Me:"beforethat...there'saveryimportantmatterI

wantedustodiscuss"

Beast:"they'llhaveSouthAfricanbirthcertificates.

Don'tworryaboutthat"

Me:"howdidyouknowIwasgonnatalkaboutthat"?

Beast:"yourfatherin-lawcanbeasforwardas

Ghost"

Me:"butatleasthe'sforwardwithsomebrains.

Andilazieliwelelakho"

Hedidn'tanswerme,hejustkissedallthreeofhis

sons,hehadconversationswiththemuntilIfellback

asleepndavuswanguChimezeekuseniba

mandiyovasandizovasanabantwana.

***



*ThreeMonthsLater*

WewerepackingandreadytoreturntoSA,Nqobimpi

hadsettledthefeudbetweenhissonswiththatfifty-

fiftyspiltofgangstawealthonly.Ntandohadno

claimorshareinanyofNqaba'slegitbusinesses

becauseNqabasinglehandedlybuiltthose

ngamandlawakhe.Myhusbandactuallywillingly

gavehisbrotheralltherightstohisgangstaside

businessesinSouthAfrica,allexceptthosethatwere

inJohannesburgthenforthelastthreemonthshe

hadreestablishedhisownCongogangbackandit

wasmorepowerfulandhardworkingthanbefore.

Afterthefeudwassettled,NtandoleftforSA

uyifumenemosyonkintoebeyifunasotherewas

nothingelsetodoinCongo.

Me:"soTatakhethinasiyaphiseeingwenolonger

haveahome"?

Beast:"sizofikelaaJo'burgfornow...ndsakhangela

indluthough"



Me:"uyikhangelaphi"?

Beast:"eBhayi"

Me:"andfunuhlalabhayimnangoku"

Beast:"butLuuawufuninohlalaeJo'burgsosithini

kesikhangeleindlueKapa"?

Me:"nobabyeJo'burgsingahlalabutnotatthe

apartment.Anapartmentisnotasafeplacefor

children,iworsekeleyanaindawohasuniversity

students"

Hejustlookedatme...Cabandiyamxakekisashame

umntanomntu

Me:"andwe'llbeclosertoFats,Icouldalsotransfer

LibobacktoPEwhileIhandletheboutiquein

Jo'burgandmostprobablyopenanotheroneor

worksomethingelse"

Beast:"okayLuthando"

Me:"uyayivamosbabe?Andizokusebenzelanawein



away"

Beast:"howso"?

Me:"youwon'tseeyourpreviouscrewmembers

oko,namandizomanendibanentliziyoebuhlungu

whenIpassmyhouse"

Beast:"talkingaboutthehouse...howdidLwandiso

getthemoneytobuyit"?

Me:"hissavingsfromwhenhewasworkingin

Portugalandhetookaloanfromhisdadfor

ukongeza.Atleastthat'swhathetoldme"

Beast:"doyoubelievehim"?

Me:"Lwandisowouldneverstealfromusifthat's

whatyou'regettingat;nowansweringyourquestion:

Idon'treallycareaslongasIwon'tbelivinginit

anymore"

Beast:"I'msorry...Iknowhowmuchyouusedtolove

it"

Me:"itwasagiftforJunior,itfollowedhim.NowI'm

waitingforthegiftsI'mgonnagetforIkho,Iyakha

andIyazi"



Beast:"goodnesskusekhonalontokanene"

Me:"kubandicingelananempokotoyakhoIwon'tgo

overtheboardbabesungxamangokhala"

Beast:"seemslikeyoualreadyknowwhatyouwant"

Me:"yes...I'vehadquiteenoughtimetoplan"

Beast:"baliselaindodakhoke"

Me:"I'dliketoownaclubortwo,extendtheJo'burg

boutique.Wehaveenoughspaceforthat,and

then...upgrademyJaguar"

Beast:"soucingelananempokotoyam...right"?

Me:"youknowIcouldhaveaskedyoutobuildmea

hotelifIwantedto?Orbuymeayacht"?

Beast:"IknowIknow...Let'sfirstgettoJo'burgand

thenwe'llstartwiththeboutique.Eyeclubsintowe'll

discussitlater"

Me:"andyouwonderwhyIloveyousomuch"

Beast:"butIwanttobuyorbuildahotelasa

longterminvestment"

Me:"we'llcheckthatoutofikakwethupha...now



anotherthing"

Beast:"mh"

Me:"umama"

Beast:"eish...yenyekeleyo"

Me:"she'llneverhandlethis,kwakunzimaufikakuka

Ntando,andthenyousupposedlydied,kantiallalong

ubuphila?Brashe'sgonnatakeitbadI'mtellingyou"

Beast:"okosithesiyagodukaI'vebeenthinkingabout

her"

"Don'tworryyourselvesaboutthat,I'lldealwithyour

mother"

Saphakamisaiintlokosametime...

Beast:"you'lldealwithher?How"?

Nqobimpi:"I'mgoingtoSouthAfricananiandI'lltell

heryonkinto.Ngokwam"



Nqabalookedatmesurprised...Whatgameisthis

oldmanplayingatnow?
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Me:"you'regoingtoSouthAfricatata?Nathi"?

Nqobimpi:"yes"

Me:"tovisitumama,nathi"?

Nqobimpi:"yes"

Me:"areyousurethat'sagoodidea?Imean...She

hasn'tseenyouinyears"

Nqobimpi:"agoodtimetoreconcile,andithi"?

Hayndanikezela Nqabatookourbagstothe

carswaitingtotransportustohisnewbusinessPJ

thatheboughtngokusiphaeDRC,Mongeziwasin

ChinawiththeCongocrew.Isatonthebedfixing

mylittlebabiesandtheoldertwowerejust

watching...



Uba:"mamakhontanayakhozawambanathi"?

Me:"ewekalokundoda"

Uba:"lenale,nale"?

Me:"sawambasonkebaby"

Uve:"zolalaebhediniyabani"?

Me:"kweyamnodaddyuntilwebuythemtheirown

beds"

Uba:"mnazolalaphiengokumamakho"?

Me:"inyourotherbedkalokuUbanje"

Uba:"Ubafunulalanawenje"

Uve:"Uveyenazolalanotatakhoqha"

‍♀

Theapartmentwasreallynotalongtime

option,akhongxakisizofikelakhonaBUTweneeded

abiggerhouse.Sibaninzi andwe'realready

squabblingngolalasiseseCongo?Hau.Daddytook



hislasttripofluggagewhilethefourgranniesbid

goodbyetousandtheirhusband ligqubusha

kodwalendodayilontobenjenaabantwanabakhe

man.Weboardedthejet,mnanabantwanabam

sashiyaumntunoyisesharingaglassofscotch

sayolala.TwomonthsagowhenuncleSosocalled

askingmeaboutmyintentionsregardingthehouseI

didn'ttellhimI'vegivenbirthalready,infactnoonein

SAknewbesidesGhost.Iwantedtosurprise

everyone,andmostimportantlyIjustwantedtoenjoy

ubudlezanabaminpeace .Whenwewokeup,we

weretoldwe'reabouttolandsoIchangedthekids

nappiesandgotusreadyforJohannesburgandits

noisyandbusytraffic.Nqabawalkedinndigqibo

ncancisauIyazi,wamthathatoburphimwhileItook

Iyakhaandbreastfedhim.

Beast:"sizofikaeminieRhawutini"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"willyoubeokayushyekawedwanabantwana

"?



Me:"uyaphiwena"?

Beast:"sizoyothathauNtandoeKapathenheadto

EastLondon,Isuggestedkutatathatxasekhona

yenafuthivolunteeringtoexplaineverythingthen

there'snoneedforallofustogotoEastLondon,we

shouldleaveyoubehind.Youneedtorecuperatenje

kancinci"

Me:"andIcan'tbetravelingupanddown

nabantwanaabangaka..."

Beast:"yeah"

Me:"noI'llbefinebutI'mgonnaneedtocallsisFats

andfindoutifshe'savailabletohelpmeout

immediatelyincasekufunekenilaleemonticoz

andikwaziukubahoyabonkeatthesametime"

Beast:"okay,pleasejotdownthingsyou'regonna

needI'llsendVincentayozithenga"

Me:"sure"

HelayIyazidownandtookIyakhawhileIbreastfed

thelastone:Ikho.



Me:"utatakhouseriousngalentouyenzayobabe"?

Beast:"Idon'tknowwhyIfeellikeuzofunai-loveback

yazbaby"

Ndamhleka,hisfacialexpression

Me:"butsiyahleba"

Beast:"mandikushiyefuthi"

Me:"babyyhima...nizohambanooUbaukuyaemonti

mos"?

Beast:"shouldwe"?

Me:"pleasebra"

Beast:"ndizobathincaphaKutan'khulu"

Me:"yhuthankyou"

Helayhissecondsondownandkissedmycheekon

hiswayout.Whenwetoucheddownweimmediately



gotintothecars,tataKaNqabayomzidecidedthat

heneedstogallivantaroundthecityabitsohewas

driveninsdifferentcarwhileweheadedforthe

boutique,apparentlyBeastaskedSosotoleavethe

keyeithertouLibooruVincesouSosowakhethau

Libo.Idon'tknowwhereminewas,maybesatsha

nendluebhayiandiyazi.Whenwegothomeit

actuallylookedcleanerthanIexpected...

Me:"thisisstrange"

Beast:"Kuclean"?

Me:"ingathikuhlalaumntu"

Beast:"kaloklentwanaibilalaaphaxaizekwi

meetingskwelicala"

Me:"thatexplainsit.Pleaseputthosetwointheir

roomupstairs"

Hewenttothekid'sroomwithUbaandUvewhileI

preparedthecouchfortheyoungertrio,whowere

carriedbydaddy'sgoonsfromthecartothehouse.I



carefullyplacedthemnexttoeachotheronthe

couchandcoveredthemwiththefluffyfleece

grannyNanaboughtforthemthenIwenttoopen

thekitchenandbedroomwindowsalsochangingthe

bedlinen.

Beast:"babylalist"

Me:"itsonthecoffeetable"

Beast:"okay"

WhenIwasdoneIreturneddownstairsandfound

himtalkingtothetripletsIjustwatchedthemin

silenceuntilhewasdonewabaphuzaandtookhis

bagnetravelcaseyouUba...

Beast:"baby"?

Me:"I'mrighthere"

Wahleka,ukhwazeengandibonanga.



Beast:"We'llcomebacktofetchooUvehopefully

bazobebevukilerightnowndsayaphaKuVince"

Me:"thenyoushouldbringusmeat"

Beast:"okay"

Wehugged,kissedforamomentthenheleft.Isat

downandchangedmyforeignsimcardstomy

normalnumberssothatIcouldcallFatsandthe

otherpeopleIneededtocall.

Fats:"hellosisi"

Me:"HisisFatsunjani"?

Fats:"ndiyaphilankosiinamunjaniwena"?

Me:"ndiyaphilanam.SisFatsIwantedtofindout

youravailability,Ireallyneedyourhelp"

Fats:"yhooLuthandosisi,ndisejob'iningoku"

Me:"ohyou'vefoundajob"?



Fats:"Ihadtosisi...kunzimaukuhlalanjee"

Me:"ngupermanentorziintsuku"?

Fats:"zintsukuezimbinievekinindenzaiwashing

qha"

Me:"songunamhlanjenanini"?

Fats:"WednesdaysandSaturdays...nibuyilena"?

Me:"ewesisiwe'reactuallyhereinJo'burg"

Fats:"andsabakhumbuliabantwanabam"

Me:"sebolekelwenangabanyekengoku"

Fats:"haibo!Uphindeamawele"?

Me:"Adeamathathu"

Fats:"yhuyhuyhu!Yintoezothwanile?Hay

ndizakuzanibonangomsoafterchurch"

Me:"okaysisinoproblem,haveagoodday"

Fats:"nawesisi"

Eish...butIcouldworkoutmyschedulearoundthese

twodayszakheifshe'swillingbutfirstthingsfirst:I



neededtofindkindergartenfortheoldertwobaqale

ngoJulyndiyazibandizojongananababathathuonly

onWednesdays.Isentthreepicturesofthemonthe

SmithfamilygrouponWhatsApp,thensenttwoto

Soso,theunclesinKZNandthenIcalledLibhongo.

Libo:"hellosisi"

Me:"hey,howhaveyoubeen"?

Libo:"I'vebeengood,businesshasbeengreat.How

areyou"?

Me:"I'mgreat.I'dliketoseeyousoifyougeta

chancengomsopleasecometomyhouseI'llsend

youtheaddress"

Libo:"aph'eJo'burg"?

Me:"yes.IthinkwakhewezanoVincemanapha"?

Libo:"phangaserez"?

Me:"yes"

Libo:"okayI'llcomerightafterchurch"

Me:"thankyou,seeyoutomorrow"



Libo:"seeyou"

Ihungupandexhaled.Ingathikuyaxokwabasibuyile.

Uve:"utataUveuwambile"?

Me:"hey,comejoinmommy"

Hewalkeddownlookingabitupset.Iliftedhimup

sohesatonmylap...

Uve:"kazobuyaengoku"?

Me:"hewenttobuymeatkwauncleVince"

Uve:"uzobuya"?

Me:"uzobuyaazothathauUveandgotoEastLondon

"

Uve:"utan'khuluyena"?

Me:"he'salsogoing"



Uve:"washiywawenanentanazakho"?

Me:"yeah"

Uve:"sorryvha"?

Me:"thankyoubaby,nowhugmommy"

Wehugged,hisbrotheralsocametojoinuskwabe

sekubuyanotatawabohetookthemandtheyleftfor

EastLondonalongwiththeirnotoriousgrandfather.I

atethemeatandbreadthatwasbroughtformein

waitingforthegroceriesthatVincewasgonnabuy.

Later,hedeliveredthegroceriesandleft...uncleSoso

called:D

Me:"uncleSoso"

Soso:"Tripletsbra?Tripuletsi?UtaBeastutyantoni?

Hayinininaayikhonormallentoyenu"

‍♀

Cabakendizobuliswasecondhalf.Maybe.



Soso:"bebehleliphiabantwanaabangakabra?Yhuuu!

Guys"!

Me:"Ithoughtndizobuyaidramayehlilekancinci"

Soso:"idramayileyozalaabantwanaabathathuat

once,nowthat'sdrama.Butguys...Noman,Ireally

needtobuytaBeastaCognacsozeangandihlebeli

bawenzanjani.ThreeyonkeTeemfethu?Like

one,twothree?Thatkindathree"?

NdasukandacingauUbaesithi:lenalenaleintana

zakho? butuSosonoUba!!!
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IevenmissedfoodthatIpreparedwithmyown

hands,intoyokubaneechefssometimesibarightxa

uneeventsnotonadailybasis.Icookeddinner

enoughformyself,abantuubabonangomnka

neempahlauyiqondekengokubaukubuywanyhani

butIwasn'tcomplainingatall.Thistripwasworthit,

itneededtobetakenandforonceIwasn'tinthehot



seattoanswerquestionsIhavenoanswersfor.

AftereatingIdidtwotripscarryingmybabiestothe

bedroom,Iundressedthem,bathedthemandfed

themsalala.PhofbalalacozIwaswideawakejust

watchingthemsleep,theywerecute.Adorable.

Daddycalled...

Me:"babe"

Beast:"mntuwam,nihlelinjani"?

Me:"wejusthadabath,satyathensalala"

Beast:"Fatimanimfumene"?

Me:"yesandno"

Beast:"oh-kay"

Me:"shehasapart-timejobthatshe'sdoing,but

uzozaaphatomorrowafterchurchIthinkwe'lltalk

morethen"

Beast:"mmh"

Me:"howarethingsonyourside"?

Beast:"umamauses'bhedlele"



Me:"yintoningoku"?

Beast:"uthiugqirhayintliziyososhe'sunder

evaluationforthenight"

Me:"awman,I'msorrytatakhe"

Beast:"wellwekindaanticipatedsomethinglikethis

wouldhappen"

Me:"yeahhey.How'syourdadkengoku?Uthiniu

Noxynomalume"?

Beast:"uthiumalumesinemikhwasifuzelenjaingu

Nqobimpiphofakamhlephiutshoekhona"

Hewaslaughing...

Me:"butwhyuhleka"?

Beast:"ucingbaidyanimyekile?Babybesisefilimini

apha"

But he'sstilllaughing?Heee!



Me:"haymantatakhe.Yourdadisinconsiderate

though"

Beast:"lentobendimxelelayonaafterhisargument

withuumalume,otherwisebonkebarightbutIthink

itsstillhardtobelievethatIamactuallyalive"

Me:"andyourbrother"?

Beast:"he'sbeenquieteversincethediagnosis

ndimyekilekenam,maybeheneedstimealone"

Me:"peoplearoundyouarestressedwena

uyahleka..."

Beast:"babycummonitwasfunny,andbesidesthat;

umamawon'tautomaticallyjustwakeupwithoutthe

heartnton-ntonijustbecausewe'reoutcheasomber

andsad"

Me:"wherearemykids"?

Beast:"Aphiwetookthemsizodlulangabo

xasiphumaapha"

Me:"okay...yhobra.I'mreallysorryman,Ihopeavuke

msinya"

Beast:"I'mjustprayingthatitsnotaheartfailureor



anysevereattack...like,I'mhopingitcouldbe

somethingtreatable"

Me:"nyhaniyazi"

Beast:"kissmybabiesforme''

Me:"who'sgonnakissme"?

Beast:"we'llsavethoseforwhenIcomeback"

Me:"mmh,goodnight"

Beast:"night"

InalongtimeIrealizedthatIhaven'tprayedsothat

nightIkneltdowntopray,fortheprotectionofmy

family,thehealthofmymotherin-lawandjustour

businessesentirelythenIslept.InthemorningIwas

wokenupbyKeri'scall:

Me:"bigsis"

Keri:"CONGRATULATIIIIIIIOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNS

SSSSSSSSSS"



OkaywheredoesKerigetsuchbubblyenergyso

earlyinthemorning?LikeIdon'thavethatkinda

energy,infactI'veneverhaditinmylifeKuworse

ngokundilalawithoneopeneyecosIhavethree

otherpeoplewhoI'msharingabedwith.

Me:"thankyousis"

Keri:"whereareyouIwannacomevisit"

Me:"we'reinJo'burg"

Keri:",textmeyouraddressI'minPretoria"

Me:"okay...areyoucomingnow"?

Keri:"yesTrina,wakeup"

Me:"mmmhkay"

Iwokeupandmixedwatertobaththemintheirlittle

portablebathtub,gotthemniceandcosy,batyathen



bazidlalelaonthebedasIcleaneduptheroom.

Afteranhour,Iheardaknockdownstairs...NowIhad

toleavethemonthecentreofthebedandgoopen

forauntKeriwhocamebaringlotsandlotsofGifts.

Me:"whendidyougettimetoshop"?

Keri:"IboughtthemlastyearIthoughtIwasgonna

organiseababyshowerforyoubutyouvanished

intothinair"

Me:"riiight"

Ihelpedhercarryothergiftbagsaswewent

upstairsthenIgotachancetobathandprepare

breakfast.Wetookthemtotheloungeaswe

indulgedinthefoodandinconversation,obviouslyI

wasn'tabouttodishoutiindabazethuezishadysoI

tiptoedaroundthetruthbutunlikeEveKeritakes

whatyougiveheraberight.

Me:"sowhatexactlyareyoudoinginPretoria"?



Keri:"well...welivehere"

Me:"you?AndJoe?LiveinPretoria?Never"!

Keri:"Itoldhimyou'dsaythat"

Me:"whathappenedinKimberly"?

Keri:"wesoldthehouserightafterheboughtahotel

andahousethisside"

Me:"wow!Congratulations"

Keri:"andIopenedmyownkindergartenatthe

beginningofthisyearanditsgrowinggraciously"

Me:"anI'mactuallylookingforakindergartenforthe

twins,howconvenient"

Webothcrackedup

Me:"butthedrivetoPretoriawouldkillme"

Keri:"I'mopeninganotheronehereinJo'burgnext

year.IboughtanabandonedbuildingsoIhave

peopleworkingonitrightnow"



Me:"KeriwhathappenedtoKeri"?

Keri:"KerirealizedthatnomatterhowmuchJoe

enjoyshandingoutmoneytohiswifeeverypay

day,truthis:Joe'smoneyisJoe'smoneyso,shegot

upandworkedherassoff"

Me:"I'msoproudofyou.Howdoeshefeelaboutthe

newyou"?

Keri:"he'sactuallyverysupportiveyouknow,IthinkI

surprisedhimfirstwiththosecharitiesandbusiness

expo'sIwasattendingbutnowhe'sactuallymore

eagerformetoengageinmorecommunity

developmentprograms"

Me:"wellI'mgladyoufoundthisKeriinthere,Ilove

hermorethanthehousewifeKeri"

Keri:"thankyoubaby"

Me:"whenlastdidyouspeaktoEve"?

Keri:"lastmonth..."

Me:"howisshe"?

Keri:"herhusbandtookasecondwife"



Me:"hm"

Keri:"andshe'sstillcomingtotermswiththat,she

wasinareallybadspaceshame"

Me:"IthinkI'llcallhertomorrow"

Keri:"whynottonight"?

Me:"IhavetopreparemyspiritforEveKeri,yho

unlessIwantustoendupfightingoverthephone"

Keri:"Ivanimagine.Heee,tellme;what'sthestory

betweenyouandMarcus"

Me:"yhuKeripleaselet'snottalkaboutthatone"

WandihlekauKeri kantikeIreallywasn'treadyto

talkabouthimortalktohimyet.Webasicallyspent

theentiredaytogetherandshecookedlunchsatya

necakethatshebought,drankalilchazain

celebrationofthenewthingshappeninginourlives

thenFatsarrived,sawthekidsandagreedtowork

formeusleep-outwhilewe'restillinthisapartment

onherotherfreedaysthenshe'llworkthetwokula

jobyakheandIwascoolwiththat.Usleepinwe



decidedthatsizothethangayexasendifumeneindlu,I

askedKeritodropheroffasshewasleaving.Ilater

bathedmykidsagainkubasizolalanabatyisabalala

thenIfinishedoffthefoodKericookedforlunch,as

mydinner..kanyexakufikauLibhongo.Iofferedher

teanecakeaswediscussedthenewchanges

Libo:"sobasicallyImovebacktoPE,gettheboutique

inorder,and"?

Me:"andwhenthingsareinorderandtheextension

onthisoneisdonethenungabuyaforgood"

Libo:"I'llstillbeamanagernaphayaeBhayi"?

Me:"yessisi"

Libo:"okayakhongxakibutIhavearequestforyou"

Me:"oh-kay"

Libo:"I'dliketobeapermanentmanagerinthePort

Elizabethboutique"

Me:"ufunaukuhlalaeBhayi"?

Libo:"yessisiyhoJo'burgistoobusyforme"



Me:"okaykeI'lldrawupanagreementforthat,but

uzokwaziuqalanextmonth"?

Libo:"Idon'tseeaproblemcozndizobendihlalae

khayasoIwon'tbelookingforaflat"

Me:"you'vesavedmeLibo,yetagain.Enkosi

mntanomntu"

Sheblushedandfinisheduphercakewayobeka

izintoekitchen,shereturnedkubaezohamba.Onher

wayout,Inoticedthatakahambiyedwalosisibut

lasttimeIcheckedshewasn'tevendating...butthen

again,I'vebeenabsentforawhile.

Me:"Liboumithi"?

Shestoppedatthedoorandturned.

Libo:"hayandimithangamnasisi"

Me:"hayLibo,khululalejacketndbone"



Shelaughedatmyshockandleftwitha"byebye

sisi"

IswearLibhongoispregnant,Iknowapregnant

womanwhenIseeone.
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AfterbreakingupwithLindothingsweren'tas

"normal"asI'dhavethoughtthey'dbe.For

instance,thisotherdayamonthlaterIfoundmyself

atthefrontgateofherrez...

Icalledher:

Lindo:"Soso"?

Me:"unjani"?

Lindo:"I'mgood,you"?



Me:"I'mokay.Canyoutalk"?

Lindo:"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou"

Me:"I'moutside"

Lindo:"urightkaloku"

Me:"I'llwaithere...cozndizobonawenaapha"

Lindo:"Idon'thavetimeforthis"

Thenshehungup.Istayedthereforfourhours

waphumasendivukanasebuthongweni,sheknocked

onmywindowsoIrolleditdown

Me:"hey"

Lindo:"ufunantoniLwandiso"?

Me:"Ijustwantedtoseeyou"

Lindo:"undibonilekengokuhamba"

Me:"yesma'am"



Istartedmycarandlefther,IthinkIjusthadto

confirmthatIhadmadetherightdecisionngale

breakup.IwenttodropoffthecarthenIwenttoPE,I

hadboughtTrina'shousebutthesalewasn't

concludedyetsothatmeantIwasstilllivinginaflat.

WhenIgothomeIjustlayonmybackanddeleted

everythingfrompicturestomessagesinallmy

devices.ThenIjustlaythere...thinking.Libocalled:

Me:"missLB"

Libo:"hey...Unjani"?

Me:"I'mgood,Sosoisalwaysgood.What'supwith

you"?

Libo:"I'mgood.Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"I'mgladyoudid,I'vebeenabitpreoccupiedI'm

sorryIdidn't"

Libo:"youdon'thavetoapologize

though,awunyanzelekanga"

Me:"butafriendlycheckupwouldn'thavehurtLibo"

Libo:"likeIsaidbefore,akhoneed.Iunderstand



you'rebusyandyouhaveagirlfriendsothere's

actuallynoneedforyoutoapologizefornot

checkinguponme"

Me:"had"

Libo:"hadwhat"?

Me:"hadagirlfriend"

Libo:"don'ttellmeyoubrokeupwithuLindobra"

Me:"wellLiboI'mnotsurewhobrokeupwith

who,butthefactis:we'renolongertogether"

Libo:"yho"

Me:"yazthiswholethinghasmademerealizethat

I'mactuallynotreadytobeinanyromantic

commitmentrightnow"

Libo:"mh"

Me:"itsdrainingbra,evenwhenyouknowkudala

yaphelalantouzibonasewsenzaizintonje

ngesiqhelojustfortheotherperson"

Libo:"well,maybeyoudoneedtotakesometimeoff"

Me:"yeahhey...listen;I'llbeinJo'burgnextweekend.



DoIgettoseeyou"?

Libo:"areyoulookingforareboundnow"?

Me:"I'mlookingforafriendwithwhomIcanspend

valuabletime"

Libo:"hahayeahright.I'mnotsureaboutmy

availabilitybra.I'llbeworking"

Me:"thenI'llcomecheckyououtattheboutique

xandilapho"

Libo:"mmkay.Haveagoodonethen"

Me:"youtoo"

AfterthatphonecallIpreparedmyselfforthe

followingworkday,Itookthirtyminutesjustto

meditateonwhatBeasthadsaidlasttimeIspoketo

him:Itrustyou.Justthosethreewordsandhowhe

saidthemmademewonderifheatalltrustshis

brothers.Ididn'twanttodisappointtheguy,nordidI

wanttoloosemyselfinallofthissoIbracedmyself

upandwenttobedearlyjusttoberefreshedthe

followingday.



FourdaysintotheweekIwasnowpreparingforthe

businesssummitthatwastobeheldinJo'burgon

thefollowingday,thenaCFO'smeetingonSaturday

morning,andabusinessgaladinnersameSaturday

thenSundayIrestandreturntoPE.Trinacalledme

asIwaspacking...

Me:"babymomma"

Trina:"heybabes.Unjani"?

Me:"I'mtiredbra,nibuyanini"?

Trina:"sizobuyasoon,howareyouholdingup?"

Me:"Iwon'tlieIenjoyattendingthesebusiness

meetingsbutitsdraininghey,doyoumeantotellme

thatutaBeastwayehambaezizintonaye"?

Trina:"Iknowheusedtoattendbusiness

meetings,I'mnotsurebawhatkindabusiness

meetings"

Me:"Bra,Ihavetoattendabusinesssummit,followed

byameetingthenagaladinner.Inoneweekend!



Lendodakhoiyithathaphii-energynengqondo

yezizinto"?

Shejustlaughedatme...like,Iwasseriouslycurious.

Iwouldn'tbeabletohandlethisifIweretodothis

foraliving...forlife.I'dnevermanage.

Me:"Iknowyoudidn'tcalltohearmecrylikea

baby,youobviouslycalledforareason"

Trina:"yes...Icalledwithgreatnews:thesalehas

beenprocessedandyou'llreceiveyourtitledeedin

thefollowingmonth"

Me:"yoooow!!!!Brayouhavejustmademyday"

Trina:"I'mgladmntase"

Me:"yho!Landilewon'tbelievethis,Iactuallyowna

house"

Trina:"don'tgorubbingitonhimnow"

Me:"hejustgotacarbra,ewekehedidn'trubitinbut

insteaduyewandizamelaiflataphebhayi"



Trina:"uyithathephikengokuyenaimali"?

Me:"hegraduatedsodadboughthimacar,andgave

himajobinhisCTbasedcompany.Umjitausettled

ngoku"

Trina:"well,congratulationstobothofyou"

Me:"thanksmntase.Nownibuyanini"?

Trina:"NqabaandNtandohavekindamadepeaceso

maybesizobuyasoon,Ijustdon'tknowhowsoon"

Me:"wait...BeastandGhosthavemadepeace"?

Trina:"I'mnotfullydetailedonthisissuesoIthinkits

wisetowaitonutatakhetoinformyoubeforeyou

startoverreacting"

Me:"butitspossiblethatthey'vemadepeace"?

Trina:"itspossibleyes,but...Waitonmyhusbandto

fillyouinSoso"

Me:"tyhiniThixo,soitistruethatbloodisreally

thickerthanwater"

Trina:"Lwandiso"?

Me:"nondikuvilemntasendizomlindautaBeast"



Trina:"anddon'ttellhimIsaidanything"

Me:"ofcourse"

Trina:"byebyeke,congratulationsonthehouse"

Me:"thankyoubabes.Buyanindfunaukwenza

ihousewarmingmna"

Trina:"andinolungamnamntase,Idon'twant

anythingtodowiththathouserightnow"

Me:"youmeantotellmeyou'llnevervisitmekwam

kengoku"?

Trina:"maybeinayearortwo,butdefinitelynotnow

mntasengekhe"

Me:"ohhayphofuIunderstand.Byebyeman"

Trina:"sharp"

Wehungupndaqhubekekanalentobendiyenzamna

thenIwenttobed,beforesleepingItextedLaajust

toseeifhe'sawake,hecalledmeback.



Me:"dude"

Laa:"wassup"?

Me:"Ijustboughtmyselfahouse"

Laa:"youjustboughtyourselfahouse"?

Me:"Ijustboughtmyselfahouse.Yes"

Hescreamed...thenstoppedwhenheheardthatI

wasalsoscreamingwithhim.Weburstintolaughter

together...

Laa:"howdidthathappen"?

Me:"Iusedmysavingsthenaskeddadfora

loan,hopefullyxakubuyautaBeastIcanpayhimoff.

Idon'twannaberemindedofityalaerr'timeIaskfor

something"

Laa:"youthinkyougonnagetpaidbytaBeast"?

Me:"Idon'tknowbrabutthereshouldbesomesort

ofcompensation,phofuzazibonelawhenhereturns

howI'vebeenmanaginghisassets"



Laa:"don'tputyourheartintoituzobadisappointedif

hedoesn'tcompensateyou"

Me:"Iknowthat...butfornow,let'stalkrealhouse

warming"

Laa:"hahahaitshambalidlalangawe!I'llcome

Saturdayndizoyibona"

Me:"andikhoyizanextweek"

Laa:"awukhouyaphi"?

Me:"I'llbeinJo'burgnoYareesuqalangomsoI'll

probablybebackSundayafternoonornight"

Laa:"mmkay.Tellme,haveyouthoughtofwhatyou'll

dowhenyourbossreturns?"

Me:"Ihaven'tthoughtthatfar,I'mkindalivinginthe

moment"

Laa:"youshouldthinkaboutit...beforehecomes

backbecausehewillanditsnotreallyguaranteed

thathe'llgiveyouapermanentposition"

Me:"neh"?

Laa:"I'mjustsaying,thinkaboutthefuture.Think



ahead"

Me:"kay.Thanksman"

Laa:"sureboy.NdizakuphathelaIHennessey

Cognacnextweek"

Me:"hahahauyathandauzenzaumntukanene

Lwandiso,kantikeusenguPopeye!Uyazelaphii

cognac"?

Laa:"sozeuyekeubamuncumntakaFaith

mawuncanywe"

Ihungupengekagezikakhulu!
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IflewtoJo'burgFridayafternoon,attendedthe

businesssummitanddidalotofnetworking,

advertisingthebusinesstonewpotentialclientsand

Yareeswasonhistoestoodoingthesame,then

hourslaterweheadedtotheShisa'Nyamahoping

thatakukavalwa.Asluckmayhaveit,theywerestill



open.Wefoundatablendamshiyaphaand

personallywenttothekitchentomakemyorder.I

actuallywantedtofetchthekeyfromVince

Tshego:"sorry,customersarenotallowedinhere"

Me:"Iknow"

Ndatshondihamba,Ifoundawaitressndamnikaour

ordergqibandayokhangelauVincent

Tshego:"ifyouknowthenwhyareyouinhere"?

Me:"andikwazinegamalakho,ungubani"?

Tshego:"mynameisTshegoandI'mthenew

assistantmanager"

Me:"congratsboyboy"

IlefthimatthedoortoVince'sofficegqibandavala



Vince:"thisisanicesurprise,Tituskwedini"

Me:"Vincent.Who'sthisTshegoyouhavehere"?

Vince:"he'smyassistant"

Me:"heneedstoslowdownhey.He'stoomuch"

Vincelaughed

Vince:"youaretoomuch,nowubonaabantuabatoo

much?Cummon"

Me:"mmh.Khasthengeleinyamaasinamali"

Vince:"saysthemenholdingamultibilliondollar

companyafloat"

Me:"thatdoesn'tmeanI'mthebillionairekaloku.I

thoughtyou'reschooledbro,whyareyou

disappointingme"?

Vince:"don'tstart."

Me:"Ineedthekeytotheapartmentplease"

Vince:"sure.Howlongwillyoubehere"?



Me:"theentireweekend"

Vince:"great,IhaveticketstotheChiefsmatchfor

tomorrow"

Me:"youshouldtakeYarees,I'mattendingabusiness

galadinnerandIdon'thaveadate"

Vince:"uzelanoYarees?"

Me:"yes"

Vince:"hau,umshiyephi"?

Me:"outside"

Vince:"heee!Thisguy"

‍♂

Waphakamaandwalkedout,Itookthekeyand

followedhimndafikabebulisana.Wesat

together,ourordercamethroughsatyaanddidn't

paysayolala.Itookthekidsroomyetagain

ndamnikatheguestroom,lasttimeIwasherewe

hadsoiledthesheetsndabuyakerightafterdropping

Libooffandtookthesheetstothedrycleanerthen

askedVincexaephumaespanadlulengawosoI



wasn'tshockedtoseethesheetsonthecouch.I

tookthemtoYareesuyawzifakelaiftherearenone

onthebed,aftersettlinginIdecidedtocallLibo...

Libo:"Titus"

Me:"Hey,whyareyoustillup"?

Libo:"Ijustgothomefromwork,sivalelate

namhlanje.Whyareyouup"?

Me:"justgotinbedfromabusinesssummit"

Libo:"mh,betteryouthanme"

Me:"ha,youdon'tknowwhatyou'resaying"

Libo:"I'veattendedsummitsbefore,onbehalfofyour

cousinandthere'snotmuchtodotherebesides

takingnotes,networkingandsocialising"

Me:"youmakeitsoundenjoyable"

Libo:"itsbetterthanbeingonyourfeetfromthetime

youclockintothetimeyouclockout"

Me:"butIthoughtyou'rethemanager,baphi

abasebenzi"?



Libo:"xakubusybraakhobumanagerIhavetohelp

outkaloku"

Me:"Ifeelyou.IfyouwerehereI'dmassagethose

feetofyours"

Libo:"mnxm"

Me:"I'mserious"

Libo:"whywouldIallowyoutomassagemyfeet"?

Me:"becausethat'swhatfriendsdo:helpeachother

intimesofneed"

Libo:"wellI'llsurvivethenightthankyouverymuch"

Me:"haikesuityourself.I'llcomeseeyoutomorrow

aftermymeeting"

Libo:"goodnightwethuSoso"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup

Whyisshesuddenlycagey?Orisittouchy?Don'ttell

meshe'sactuallycatchingfeelingsnow .



NextmorningIwokeupfirstandpreparedforthe

meetingIwasattendingwithYarees,webothleft

thehousepasttenandgottotheovercrowded

venuejustontime...

Me:"abaBantubaseriousngolife"

Yarees:"youstilldon'tfeelthesethingsnangoku

sekukudalauzihamba"?

Me:"bra..."

Helaughedatme.

Yarees:"theupsideisthatyou'reactuallygoodkuyo

yonkelentoand,you'renotonlypushingtaBeasts

businessesbutyou'remakinganameforyourself.

Outsideyourfather'sshadow"

Me:"yeah...thatmightcomeinhandyinthefuture"

Yarees:"nowputupthatTituscharismasibangene"



ebekadeebaphixandihambaezimeetingsu

Yarees?Ineedpeoplelikehimaroundme.He'sso

calmanditsevensurprisingthathe'snoteven

intimidatedbythesebigmenwithbiggerwalletsand

biggergrammar.

WesatintheCFO'smeetingsanditfeltlike

forever...one,Iwasbored.Two,Icouldn'twaittosee

Libhongo shewasgreatcompanylasttimeandI

neededadateforthebusinessdinner.Yareeseasily

duckedoutofthatone,hesimplydidn'tRSVPforit.

Whenthemeetingwasfinallyoverweheadedback

totheapartmentjusttorestourminds

Me:"sinceyou'renotgoingtothedinnerwhatareyou

gonnadowithyourself"?

Yarees:"I'mgoingtothegamewithVince.Wenauya

nabanikwidinner"?

Me:"ndiyanoLibo"



Yareeslookedatmeinsilence.

Me:"yintoni"?

Yarees:"LiboasinexKaVince"?

Me:"yep"

Yarees:"isitjustdinner"?

Me:"whatkindaquestionisthat"?

Yarees:"Titus"!

Me:"hewethuYareesphumakim"

Yarees:"duuude!Whathappenedtothebro-code"?

Me:"whatguycode"?

Yareesjustblurtedoutintsini.

Me:"Ineversignednoguycodepetition"

Yarees:"bra,numberonerule:youdonotdateyour



friend'sex"

Me:"whosetthoserules?AndwhosaidI'mdating

Libo?WhoevensaidVinceismyfriend"?

Yarees:"heeeGoodLord!Sonowbecauseawoman

isinvolvedyou'resuddenlynotfriendswithVince"?

Me:"Vinceismyfriendsbrother,Vinceismycousin's

brotherin-law,Vinceismypotentialboss'sbrother

andVinceisjustthat.Vince.Ipheleleapho...whyare

weevendiscussingthis?I'monlygoingtoaskLibo

toaccompanymetothedinner,I'mnotgonnaaskfor

herhandinmarriage"

Yarees:"wait;you'resosureyou'regoingtothe

dinnerwithsomeoneyouhaven'taskedyet"?

Me:"khawulaleYareesuzawbethangokuuthreewe

match"

Helaughedatme hewasgettingonmynerves.I

lefthisroomandwenttoliedownonmyown...



Me:"utheninauYarees?Tchin"

IlaythereandtextedLibo...:I'dliketobringyou

lunch,sewutyile?

Herresponse:thankyoubutIcan'ttakeabreak,Ku

busyapha.I'llprollyeatafterwork.

WellIdecidednottotextherback,shedidmention

thatKubusysothatmeantshecouldn'tsitonthe

phonealldaytextingbackatme.Itookawell

deservednapandlaterwokeuptoprepareforthe

dinner,Yareeshadleftanoteonthecoffeetablethat

hewenttowatchthematchwithVincent.Theymust

haveleftinhis(Vince)owncarbecausethecarkeys

werestillontheirhangingspotbehindthedoor.I

drovetotheboutiquelookingallfab andwhenI

gotthere,shewaslockingup.

Me:"I'mrightontime.KwaXhosakuthiwaxakunje

imfeneiphalakakuhle"



Libo:"awsemhlebra,Ihaveneverseenyouinatux.

Sowhat'stheoccasion"?

Me:"I'mgoingtoabusinessdinnerandbecauseyou

saidyou'veattendedsuch...Ifigured,sinceIdon't

haveadate;whynotaskyou"?

Libo:"soyoudecidedtocomealldressedupforthe

occasion,withoutaskingmeifIwantedtoactually

gowithyouornot"?

Me:"kalokubendicingbandizakuxelelangoku

bendizakuphathelailunchbutyousaidyou'rebusy

soIdidn'twanttodisturbyou"

Libo:"ubuzakundixelela"?

Me:"nobrabendizakucela.Wrongchoiceofwords"

Libo:"Lwandiso"?

Isteppedclosertoherandheldheronehand,she

waseyeingmewitharaisedbrow

Me:"I'msorryIjustbombardedyoulikethis,could



youpleasebemydatetonight?Iknowitsshort

noticeandyou'reobviouslynotpreparedforthisbut

I'msurewecouldfindsomethingaroundtownifnot

inhere"

Libo:"I'mnotgoingtonodinnerwithyouSoso"

Me:"Libhongondiyakucela"

Libo:"youobviouslyRSVP'dalongtimebeforenow,if

youreallywantedtobeaccompaniedbysomeone

you'dhavetakenthecourtesyofinformingthat

personontime.Tobeprepared"

Me:"Iwasn'tsureyou'dagreesoIwantedtoaskyou

inperson"

Libo:"andyoureckonnowistheperfecttimetoask"?

Me:"noitsnot,butitstheonlytimewebothhaveand

ndiyakucelaoutofagoodplacendcelaundikhaphe

bra"

Shekeptquiet.
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Me:"prettyplease"?

Icouldseeshewascontemplating...

Me:"justdomethisonesolidI'lldoanythingyou

wantafterwards,I'llevenwashyourfeetifIhaveto.I

justdon'twannagooutthereandbeboredthe

wholenight"

Libo:"shutupSosobeggingdoesn'tsuityou"

Me:"seewhatyou'veturnedmeinto"?

Libo:"me?Urightbra"?

Me:"dudebesendizixelelebandihambanawe,if

beggingiswhatitwilltakethensobeit"

Libo:"evenifIagreetogowithyouandinanto

yonxiba"

Me:"ayongxakileyowestillhaveenoughtimetobuy

something"



Libo:"haikeI'mnocharitycaseSoso,stopsplashing

yourmoneyatme"

Me:"I'mnot.Seriously"

Libo:"lasttimeyouwerehereyouboughtmean

outfit,nowyou'rehereagainandyouwannabuyme

anoutfit.Whatdoyoucallthat"?

Isighed...whyisshehardtogetallofasudden?

Ikhonalantoithishe's"playing"hardtoget,she

wasn'tplaying...shewasliterallybeinghard.Making

mesweat .

Me:"ndizamaukhawlelananawe,nexesha.Justlike

thelasttime.IfyoufeellikeI'munreasonably

splashingmymoneyonyou,anditoffendsyouthenI

apologize"

Libo:"Sosokutheniunepridemvanje?Don'ttellme

thepositionisgettingtoyourheadnow"

Me:"cummonLibo,I'mstilltheoldSoso"



Libo:"mnk"!

SoIwaitedforhertoopenthedoorkuba

ezokhangelaanoutfit,ndiyibhatalebutsheleftme

standingandwenttothepassengersideofthecarI

wasdriving.Ididn'twanthertochangehermindsoI

justopenedthecarndamlandela.Shedirectedmeto

anotherboutiquethatwas(byluck)closertothe

dinnervenuesoIwasn'tcomplainingmuch

ngexesha.Iwaitedforherinthefrontofthe

boutiquewhileshewenttochangeandapplymake-

up.Yareescalled...

Me:"kwediniYarees"

Yarees:"uthiniulinewakho"?

Me:"ndisendlelenieyakuledinnerbra"

Yarees:"uvumileunantsika"?

Me:"Yareeswhat'smyname?Whatismynameboy

boy"?



Helaughed

Yarees:"Iforgotthekeykeyaz"

Me:"buzalomjitauhambanayebaakanasona

esesibinizishiywakuyemos"

Yarees:"akanaso...nodon'tstressntwanayam,I'lljust

sleepoverathisplace"

Me:"hedoesn'tmind"?

Yarees:"I'mfamily"

Me:"mxm.Uzuthimakayokubonisaafumanekaphi

amacherryeJo'burguyekeushumanekaoku"

Yarees:"fokofTitus"

NowIlaughedathimaswehungup,waphumau

Liboandmyjawdropped.Untilnow,Ihadn'tnoticed

howbeautifullyglowingherskinwas.Shewas

radiant...andthemintgownshehadonwas

complementingherineverypossibleway.



Me:"youlookbeautiful.Radiant"

Libo:"yeah...masambeIthinkwe'relatealready"

Me:"please"

IhadalreadypaidsoIallowedhertoleadtheway,I

drovetothebusinessgaladinnerstillinaweofthe

beautifulwomannexttome.Goodness!Thenight

seemedshortlived,IthinkIwasoverenjoying

spendingtimewithLiboandthatwaskinda

confusingbecause1:we'rejustfriendsand2:evenif

therewerebenefitsinthisfriendship,Iwasn'tready

toberomanticallyinvolvedwithanyone.Sheknows

that.Asweleft,Idroveherhomeinsilence,shejust

gavemewrittendirectionssafikakucinywe

nezibane...

Me:"doyouhavethegatekey"?

Sheshookherheadbutshewasdialingsomeoneso

Ifiguredyilacousinyakhe.Shecalledthreetimes

butthephonewouldjustringonitsownndambona



uyancama,Ididn'twannasuggestngokwambasiye

endlinibengathithatwastheplanallalongsoI

turnedtheignitionandtheheadlightsoff.Shetried

callingsomeoneelsewhoansweredandsaidhe's

nothomebuthercousinissoshecalledhercousin

againtonoavail.IcouldseeshewasindistresssoI

juststartedthecaranddrovetotheapartment

akathethauntilIparkedndamjonga

Me:"uyaphangelangomso"?

Sheshookherhead...stillnotlookingatme.

Me:"thenpleasesleephere,I'lltakeyouhomeksasa"

Libo:"Idon'tthinkussleepinginthesamehouseisa

goodidea"

Me:"we'readultsLibo"

Libo:"we'rehornyadultsSoso,I'mnotsureIwantthe

repetitionofthelasttime"



Me:"wait;you'readmittingtobeinghorny"?

Libo:"thatisbesidesthepoint"

Me:"okaykeI'lljustgetyoucomfortablendihambe

ndiyolalakoYarees,aslongasyou'resafe"

Libo:"..cool"

Wegotoffthecarsangenaendlini,Itoldhertogoto

myroomcozkukhoizintozikaYareeskuleya

wayelelikuyo.IgaveheraroundneckT-shirttosleep

inthenndamshiyaandwenttoboilwaterfor

coffee,shecamedownwearingthatT-shirtandthe

tightsshehadwornemini

Libo:"isthefootmassageofferstillon"?

Me:"sure"

Iwenttofetchivaskominthebathroom,poured

warmsaltedwaterinitndafakaiinyawozakhe,went

tofetchhercoffeewithmuffinsebesizityanoYarees



ndamnika.

Libo:"thanks"

Iquietlyrubbedherfeet,theywereabitpuffy

especiallyaroundtheanklesandLibobeinglight

skinned/faircomplexionherveinswereveryvisible.

WhenIwasdoneshetoldmeshehadanointmentin

herbagsoIwenttofetchittorubthefeetwithit,I

flushedthewater,cleanedupthefloorthenItookmy

chargerandcarkeysndalungiselelauphuma.

Me:"thankyoufortonight"

Libo:"pleasetextmeyourbankaccount"

Me:"youdon'thavetopaymebackbra,please"

Libo:"Iknow,butIwantto"

Me:"Libo"

Libo:"Idon'twannafeelindebtedtoyouSoso,and

rightnowIdo.Letourfriendshipbewithoutshady



cornersplease"

Me:"okay,I'lltextyouofikakwampha"

Libo:"thanks"

Me:"pleasedon'thesitatetocallanyminuteyoufeel

unsafehere,uyayaziindawoenabantwanabeskolo"

Libo:"I'mabiggirlbra"

Me:"mmkaybiggirl,comeandlockupke"

Shegotuptolock,IwalkedoutandwaitedtillIheard

thelocksoundthenIdroveovertoVince'shouse

andhootedoutside.Ezizibhanxajustopenedthe

gatewithoutaskingndingubanikodwaikhonai-

intercom,kulewariphandlaphawhodoesthat?I

parkedndayonkqonkqozaemnyangoandVince

openedup

Vince:"thebusinessmanhimself"

Me:"IneedabottleofViceroy"



Ndatshondidlula,whenIgottotheloungefika

kugcweleamajitanegirlsIlookedagrinningYarees

ndaphelayintsini

Me:"molweni"

Bavuma

Me:"Yarees"

Yarees:"akhoneedyalentoucingaukuyithetha

boy,ityakuyatyiwa"

Ijustlaughed,ezimoerenactuallytookmyadvice

gqibazenzaithekowithoutinformingme

Vincegavemeashot,Idowneditinasecond,he

gavemeasecondoneIdowneditandbreathed.

Yarees:"Youlooklikearejectedmanntwanawhat

happened"?



Vince:"ungenesefunai-Viceroy"

Yarees:"hahahaTitusconfessandoda"

Me:"IthinkIneedacognac...Kuthenininxilacheap

njeVincent"?

TheywerelaughingatmesohardIhadtoshift

focusndabashiyandayoncokolanabanye

abantwana,Imingledwiththepeoplebutwith

cautionastonotoverdrink.Ididn'tseemyself

sleepingheratall,ndingavukaimaliyakwaTitus

ingekhongamarhumshaaseGoli.Ndinxilaclever

drinkingalotofwaterinbetween...Pasteleven,my

phonerang...Igotupandwenttoanswerinthe

kitchen,phofukukholomntwanaumaneezojaivela

ngakumapha.

Me:"hey,what'sup"?

Libo:"bra...youneedtocomeback,asinnow"



Me:"whyareyouwhispering"?

Libo:"becausesomeoneistryingtogetin"

Me:"what?Okay...don'tmove,ndiyeza"

Shekeptquiet.

Me:"Libhongo,uyandiva"?

Libo:"ndcelaukhawlezetorho...ndiyoyika"

Ihungup,wenttotakemyblazerinthelounge.

Yarees:"haibo"

Me:"haykalokubendingazonxilaubusukubonke"

Vince:"you'renotthinkingofdrivingunderthe

influencenowareyou"?

Me:"inobanifunaukundivuthelisa"



IgrabbedthekeysanddrovetotheapartmentbutI

didn'tseeanythingshadyintheparkingbutasIgot

outofthecarIsawtwoshadowsatthedoor,I

reachedbehindmyseatandtookagun(apparently

zonkeiimotozikataBeasthaveagunortwo).Itook

oneshotndamchanaemlenzeniandtheotherone

grabbedhisarmastheyranofflimping.Iwantedto

returntheguntoitsplacebutIcouldn'tshakeoffthe

feelingthatImightneeditsoIwenttothehouse

withthegunatthebackofmywaistandwalkedin

cozbebesebevulile,Itriedlockingupwithaboltand

apadlockthenIwentuptoherroomandknocked..

Me:"Libo"

Shequicklyopenedthedoorandthrewherarms

aroundme

Libo:"Iheardgunshots...BraIwassoscared"

Me:"itsokay...I'mherenow"



Thenshebrokedown
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Me:"pleasestopcryingLibo...andikwaziuthuthuzela

mna"

Sheimmediatelystoppedcryingandlaughedatme,I

justsmiled.Shetookastepbackandcleaned

herselfup

Libo:"nowyou'retheSosoIknow"

Me:"comelet'shaveteadownstairs"

Libo:"itsabitchillydownstairsand,youprollyshould

gotobed,awnameetingngomso"?

Me:"nah,sioffsonkengomso"

Libo:"mh,luckyfish"

Me:"sooo,youwantmetobringtheteauphere"?



Libo:"firstthingsfirst...uzophindauhambe"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkyou'llbesafebutifyoustillfeel

uncomfortablewithusinthesamehouseI'llgo"

Libo:"mh"

Whilstshewasthinkingaboutit,Iwenttomakethe

teaforbothofusaccompaniedbychoc-chip

cookiesthenIwentbackuptoherroomandwalked

in,gaveherthetray,tookmycupandsatdownnext

toher.

Libo:"whowastryingtogetinhere"?

Me:"Idon'tknow..."

Libo:"Youdon'tknow?Whofiredtheshots"?

Ikeptquiet...

Shestoppeddrinkingherteaandlookedatmeasif

alightbulbjustwenton.



Libo:"Sosoareyouinsomekindatrouble?Arewein

anydangerbybeinghere?"

Me:"yourteaisgettingcold"

Libo:"pleasedon'tdothat"

Me:"aslongasI'mherethenyouwon'tbeinany

harm,Icanguaranteeyouthat"

Libo:"areyouinsomesortofdangerna"?

Me:"Idon'tknowLibo,Icouldbe.Imean,I'mhandling

taBeast'sbusinessessoobviouslythat'snotan

easytaskanditcouldbeaccompaniedbydangers

njeonitsown.Ontopofthat,sikwakhe...soonecan

neverbesure"

Libo:"Iunderstand,I'msorry.Ijust...panicked"

Me:"youpanickedbecauseyouthoughtIwasin

dangerorbecauseyouthoughtyoucouldbein

dangerbecauseofme"?

Libo:"both"

Me:"hm...tellme;ungenawhattimekokwenu?Ona



normalday"

Shechuckled

Libo:"ngoseveniyavalwaigatesondphumau

six,thenquartertosevenorfive-tosometimes

ndiyangenaendlini"

Me:"butlastnight"?

Libo:"mostofthetimeduringthemonthendtimesI

countonmycousinforthegatekeycozthereare

onlytwo,theoneisikuyenesisikubazalibakhe"

Me:"kutheniungazihlaleli"?

Libo:"bendizihlalelawhenIfirstcameback,Trinagot

meaflatbutthingsdidn'tworkoutsoIhadtogo

backtomyauntshouse"

Me:"Trinagotyouaflat"?

Libo:"yeah,yeyomfaziKabrotherwakhe...SiveI

think.Butirentinyukethreetimesndazibonaba

ndizophangelelayonanendlelaqha"



Me:"Isee"

Libo:"whytheinterest"?

Me:"I'mjustcuriousthat'sall,Imean...itsnot

everydayIseeagrownwomaninJohannesburg

beinglockedoutofherhomebecauseofsome

curfew"

Libo:"wellmyuncleisstrict,kwaumntanawakhelo

unestixosakhestolethemainkeywayozisikela"

Me:"yingqawaleyo"

Wejustlaughedaboutthis,itwasamorerelaxed

environmentthanbeforeandhonestlyIwasgrowing

asoftspotforher.Idon'tknowhowthathappened

Libo:"sokunjaniukubayiboss"?

Me:"stressfulbutIenjoythechallenges"

Libo:"doyouthinkTrinawillgiveyouthejob

permanently?Imean,itsherdecisiontomakemos



nowthatherhusbandisnolongeralive"

Me:"uhm...I'msuretheboardwillhaveasayin

whateverdecisionneedstobemade"

Libo:"butwenauyafunaukubapermanent"?

Me:"ofcoursebra"

Libo:"thenworkyourassoff,showherandthatboard

thattheyneedyou.Beinvincibleandirreplaceable"

Me:"aha!Sothat'syoursecret"?

Libo:"itsworkingformealright"

Me:"I'lltakethatadvice...veryvaluable.Thankyou"

Libo:"you'rewelcome"

WhenweweredoneItookthetraydowntothe

kitchenndabuyelakularoomKaYareesand

preparedthebed,changedintoPJsthenIwentover

toher...

Me:"Iguessthisisgoodnight"



Libo:"whereyousleeping"?

Me:"kularoomKaYarees"

Libo:"goodnightthen"

Iwinkedandclosedthedoorndayongena

ezingubeni.Pastone,Iwasstillwideawaketossing

andturningsoIgottiredandsentheratext:areyou

asleep?Sheresponded:no.Igotupandwentoverto

herroom,IjustwalkedinandclosedthedoorthenI

floppednexttoheronmyback,shejustlookedatme

andlaughedherlungsout.

Me:"uhlekantoniLibhongo"?

Libo:"hewethuwasukawazozenzaseriousinmy

room?"

Me:"hayndiboredmna"

Libo:"you'resupposedtobesleepinguzothiniungabi

bored"?

Me:"soifwenaawukhoboredkutheniungalelanga"?



Libo:"I'mstillabitshakenman,Idon'tknowwhat

couldhavehappenedtomeifubungakhangeufike

kwangalamzuzu"

Me:"stopthinkingaboutit"

Libo:"itsnotthateasynottothinkaboutit...You

wouldn'tunderstandthough"

Ilayonmystomachsupportingmybodywithmy

elbowsandboththepalmsofmyhandsundermy

chin,shelookedatmeandtriedtofakeasmile.

Libo:"don'tworryIwon'tcryonyou,Iwasjust

thinking"

Me:"I'msorry"

Libo:"itscoolbra,itsnotyourfault"

Wejuststaredateachotheruntilshejustbrokethe

stareandlookedatherhands,Igotupandsatclose

toherliftingherchinsooureyescouldlevelup.



Me:"doyoutrustme"?

Shenod

Me:"areyousure"?

Shenodagain

Ikissedher,shekissedmebacksoIpulledbackand

lookeddeepintohereyes.

Me:"thenbelievemewhenIsayaslongasI'm

here,nobodywillhurtyou"

Libo:"Ibelieveyou"

Me:"doyoubelievemewhenIsayIloveyou"?

Theshockinherface...sheshifteduncomfortably.

Libo:"Idon'tbelieveyou...youloveLindobradon'tdo

this"



Me:"LiboI'vebeentryingtodenythiseventomyself

too"

Libo:"becauseyouknowawundithandiandI'mokay

withthat"

Me:"thenhowdoyouexplainthis"?

Libo:"Isaiditalready,we'rehorny.Bothofus,akho

loveapha"

Me:"whoareyoutryingtoconvince"?

Libo:"I'mjustbeingbluntandhonestSosobra...yes

wehadsex,maybewe'llhavesexagainIdon'tknow

butpleaselet'snotmistakeitwithlove"

Ilookedather...shewashurting.Now,Ididn'tknow

whethershe'shurtingbecauseofmeorbecauseof

herpastrelationships.

Me:"deepdown,youknowthetruthtowhatI'm

sayingbutyou'retoohurttoallowittosinkin"

Libo:"Ionlyhaveoneheartanditwasbroken



before,I'mnotreadyforanotherheartbreak"

Me:"undivileLibo?IsaidIloveyou.Justthat"

Libo:"ndikuvekakuhleandI'mtellingyouyoudon't

loveme,webothknowwhoyoureallylove.Lento

yenzekayowhenyouseemeisjustaninfatuation

coupledbylust,notlove"

Me:"canIproveyouwrong"?

Libo:"you'reactuallyaskingforpermissiontoplay

withmyfeelings?Nobra,notgonnahappen"

Me:"Libo"

Libo:"SosoIcan'tbra...Ican'tgothroughthe

hurting,thearguing,thefighting,theinsecuritiesand

everythingelsealloveragain.Ijust...Ican't.Please

just...gofindtherealpersonyoulovewho'sgonna

loveyouback,who'spreparedtoloveyouphofu

becauseI'mnot.I'mreallynotshemyhu"

Shewascrying...whateverhappenedinherlast

relationshipmusthavehurthersobad.Ipulledher

closeandhuggedher,itwasallIcoulddo.
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OnTuesdayandWednesdayofthatnewweekI

startedmysearchforawellrecommended

constructioncompanytoconducttheextensionof

myboutique,onceIgotitIcalledtheteamthatdid

myinteriordecorandbookedthemgivingtheLaura

chickmynewideaoftheboutiqueandshesaid

she'dconductmoreresearchonmyrequested

theme.Astheplanstoextendtheboutiquewere

comingtogether,Irealizedthatwewerepractically

startingover.Notliterallyfromscratchbutwe

actuallywerereallystartingover.Thatgavemehope

thatmaybethistimethingswillgetbetterbutatthe

backofmymindIknewthatthemerefactthatmy

husbandwasstillathugatheart(ifthat'seven

possible)thenwe'reactuallygoingroundincircles.I

decidedtocallEvelynjusttofindouthowshe'sbeen

inmyabsence...

Eve:"Wow!Happynewyear,congratulations...I



guess"

Me:"youguess?Wow.Howareyousis"?

Eve:"wherehaveyoubeen?Whathappenedtoyour

house?Whogotyoupregnant"?

Isighed... ‍♀whoelsecangetmepregnant?

Eve:"didyoureallyblockmefromyourphone?I

eventriedsendingyoudmsontwitterandFacebook

tonoavail"

Me:"Iwasoutofthecountry..."

Eve:"Isee"

Me:"howareyoudoing"?

Eve:"I'vesurvivedtheworst,soIguessI'mgood"

Me:"youdon'tsoundgoodatall"

Eve:"wouldyoubefussingaboutsoundinggood

whenthere'sanotherwomanwithwhomyou're

sharingyourhusband"



Me:"...Idontthinkso.Maybenot"

Eve:"exactly"

Me:"soLDhasamistress"?

Ididn'twanttotellherIknowkuyeizobangathiKeri

andIweregossipingaboutherneengxakizakhesoI

justlethertellmengokwakhe.

Eve:"hehasasecondwifeandI'mnotinthemoodto

talkaboutit.AreyouguysbackinPortElizabeth"?

Me:"nowe'reinJoburg"

Eve:"Joburg?Oh,untilwhen"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysure,we'reactuallylookingfora

housethisside"

Eve:"oh,butyoudon'tlikeJoburg.Whythesudden

change?Hopefullyyouarenotrunningawayfrom

yourlatehusband'sscandals"



JustthenIheardashooteroutside...andthena

knockdownstairs.AsIwaslisteningwithoneearto

that,justthenmyotherphonerangandIthankedthe

holyangelsforrescuingmefromthisconversation.

Me:"Iuhmhavetogo,Ihaveanothercallontheline"

Eve:"whendoIgettoseeyouguys"?

Me:"I'llcallyouagain.Byenow"

Eve:"byebye"

Ihungupandansweredmyhusband

Me:"baby"?

Uve:"mamamvulele"

Me:"haibo"!

Uve:"heeeumamakho"

Ihungupandrandownthestaircase,openedthe



doorwidelythinkingIwasbeingprankedkantithey

werereallyback.Ubajumpedfromhisdad'sarmsto

mewhileUvejustwalkedinlikeaboss,Ikissed

Uba'scheeksandhewasenjoyingtheattentionthen

weswiftlymovedoutofthewayfordaddytowalkin

withtheluggage.

Me:"youguysdidn'tbothertellingmommyniyabuya"

Uba:"khumbulilemamamkaloku"

Me:"oohbaby"

Uve:"mamamuphintanayakho"?

Me:"balele"

Uve:"phi"?

Me:"inmyroom"

Uve:"thengelangabhedizakhe"?

Me:"azikhoeshop"

Uve:"haikesolalaphihokuthina"?

Me:"youguyshaveyourownbedsinyourroomnje



ndoda"

Helookedatmeasifndiphambenethenhetooka

remoterandturnedontheTV,IputUbadownand

wenttomyhusbandinourbedroomndafikaephuza

abantwanabakhesoIjuststoodtherewatching

theminadmirationuntilhelookedupandcalledme

inashesatup.Iwalkedtohimandstoodbetween

hisopenedlegsashishandsfoundholdingplaces

aroundmywaistline,ourlipsmetandweheldour

breathsforthatsecondbeforebreakingthekiss...

Beast:"Imissedyousomuch"

Me:"tellmeboutit"

Ourlipsfoundeachotheragainandthenwekissed,

notmindingthethreepeoplebehindhimitwasjust

us.

Me:"whydidyouguyscomebacksosoon"?



Beast:"myagentcalleduthimasiyobonaindlu

ngomso"

Me:"phi"?

Beast:"wellziy'three:Pretoria,SandtonandJoburg

South"

Me:"mmkay.Lemmetryandwhipupsomethingto

eat,quickly"

Beast:"enkosimamakhe"

Ilefthimandwenttothekitchen,Imadea15

minutemeal,dishedoutforthemcozbendihluthi

mnathenIcalledmyhusbandtocomedownazotya

andasexpectedhewantedtobringthetriplets

downtoobutIconvincedhimotherwise.Itwas

definitelynicehavingthembackbuttheirtimingwas

wrong Iwasbusyheretrynaturnmyboutiques

aroundnowwithfivekidsinoneapartmentIdidn't

seeanyworkinprogressionatall.Ubastartedtelling

mehowniceitwaskwaGogobutthengogoleft

themandwenttothehospital,auntAphiwebaked

chokymuffs(chocolatemuffins)forthemwhile



daddyandtankhuluwenttoseemakhulu.

Uve:"mamakhouphii-Owe,ambonangaphaendlini

yakamakhulu"?

Hisdadclearedhisthroat...UsuallynguUbalo

ubuzakangaka,uyandothusauUve.

Me:"uOweuhlalanomamakhe"

Uve:"awumamakhewenamamam"?

Me"ndinguyenambuthehasanotheronewholives

inPE"

Uve:"yhouOwenomamabay'thu"?

Uba:"noSinomamanomamabay'thu"?

Me:"yesndoda"

Uba:"shame..."

Shamentoni? yintoniefunisaushamexa



abantubenomamaababini?Mnk!

Me:"nimshiyephiutankhulu"

Babylaughed...

Uba:"simshiyilephakaMakhuluwam"

Ilookedatmyhusband...Wasukawahleka haibo?

Me:"tatakhe"?

Beast:"uthemasimshiyebaby"

Me:"why"?

WaphelayintsiniuNqabandasukandayihlekaname,

kantilotatawenzanikanyekanye?Angayenzalonto

yofunaiLovebackeshiyeiwoopyabafazikulaCongo?

Khona,uzayiqalangaphilontoegulangokoumama

ngenxayakhenabanyanabakhe?Like... ‍♀



Beast:"besidlulengakwiboutiqueyakhoyazngoku

sizayo"

Me:"ukhonauLibo"?

Beast:"ewe...BungathangauzamsaeBhayi"?

Me:"Idecidedbasedmakahambenextweekend

xakuzoqalwaukwandiswaibuilding"

Beast:"ooh.There'ssomethingIkindanoticedpha

kuye,butImightbewrong"

Me:"what'sthat"?

Beast:"ingathiumithi"

Me:"oh...Inoticedthattoobutshedeniedit.And

anyway,it'snoneofourbusiness.She'soldenough"

Beast:"hopefullyurightlomjitawhoeverheis...Libo

isanicepersonanduyakuncedaIwouldn'twantto

seehergethurt"

Me:"awmybabyhasaheart,cummonnow"

Beast:"heee"



Whentheywe'redoneeatingIbathedthetwins,got

theminPJ'sthenbadlala.WhenIwasdoneIrana

bathfordaddy,hewenttosoakhimselfinwhileI

changedIyaziwhowaswideawake,Ubawalkedin

andplayedwithIyazi'scheekstryingtomakethe

littleonelaughandhewassucceeding.Icouldsee

hewaspleasedwithhimself...

Uba:"mamamlook,wahlekantanayakho"

Ilookedathimsmiling,hewaspleasedwithhimself

nyhani.
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Nqabacameoutofthebathroomandjoined

us,Iyakhawasupandjustmindinghisown

business...



Uba:"tatamlookintanayamamam"

Beast:"youloveyourlittlebrothersheh"?

Uba:"heeeeutatakhomama."

Withthatheclappedonceandjustdramatically

walkedawaytogofindhistwinbrotherndashiyeka

ndiy'hlekanotatakhe.Helotionedhisbodyandgot

intohisownPJ's,Iwastheonlyoneongekavasiand

Ididn'twantto butIcouldn'tdothattomy

husbandefika.Ihadtobath.

Beast:"ndibawelainyamayazlove"

Me:"I'lldosausageandporkjustnowforsupper"

Beast:"ayikhoibeef?Ormutton"?

Me:"sekulatekaloktatakheforezo...butIpromise

Ndizakwenzelangomso"

Beast:"okay..."



‍♀ebengatyilomntukokwabo?

Bendingazimiselangakuphekakalokumna,infactI

wasjustgonnadrinkacupofcoffeewithtworusks

andthatwouldhavebeenmysupper...Ndehlise,

bancanceabantwanabam,silale.

Me:"Idon'tthinkyourYoungKingswillwanttosleep

aloneinthatroom"

Beast:"eish...I'llhavetogosleepwiththemfor

tonightandmaybenangomso"

Me:"twodaysyonke?"

Beast:"whatotherchoicedowehave"?

Me:"Idon'tknow..."

Imumbledthat...Ialsomissedhimkaloku I

wouldalsolovetosharethebedwithhim,sivuke

sibukeabantwanainthemiddleofthenight,andjust

haveourtime.ButIhadtobeabigbaby...



Me:"...butit'sokaywethu."

Beast:"or,sizothathathematrassinthatbed

sondlalehere"

Me:"noakhongxakibabe,gosleepinthatroom"

Beast:"siyanikhumbulakalokunathimamakhe"

Me:"kalokuandifuniudeulalephantsiyhiniubiza

intsokolosesiyibalekengongcip'ngciphu"?

Hekissedmylipssmiling...

Beast:"Idon'tmindANDasisokoli.Asoze

sisokole,kodwakeevenifsingasokolakungconoba

saw'besisokolasisonkeasafamily"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"I'dneverallowustobepoor,justlikeyou

neverallowedustogobegging.Igotchabud"

Me:"Ibelie'dat.Iknowyougatmebuddy"



Wekissed,ahgoodness.Ireallydidn'trealizehow

muchIhadmissedthisguy hishandswe're

touchingtherightplaces,hisscentpenetratingthe

rightinnerpartsofmysoul.Westoppedandjust

staredateachothersmiling...

Beast:"you'rebeautifulyazmnkam"

Iblushed...

Beast:"haha!Udeublush'ekodwayouknowyou're

beautiful"

Me:"xakutshowenabangathibendingayazikaloku"

Beast:"I'lllivetoremindyou"

Me:"letmegocookyourmeatbeforeIdrownmyself

ekublush'ishweninguwe"

Hechuckledandwatchedmego...Ifirstchecked

thekidsroom.Thetwinswe'replayingcarstogether



onthefloor,maybetheywouldn'treallymind

sleepingherethough?Butwealreadyhadanoption

twoanyway.IsilentlywalkedawayndayokwenzaI

supper:porkandbeefsausagemarinatedinsweet

andchillihomemadestickysauce,steamedveggies

andcreamyandfluffypap.Pitytherewasnored

winetogowiththis...ButAnywaywhenIwasdoneI

calledhimdown,hecarriedtwoofthetripletsthen

wentforthelastonewhileIwasservingthetwins.

Thenhetookhistray,Isatwithhimasweate.

Kwatshoi-knockkanyexandiqalautya,Ilookedat

himandheshruggedashegotup...

Me:"beforeyouopen...whoknowsyou'reback"?

Hegaveme"Idon'tknow"look.Theknockcame

again.

Me:"hlalaphantsibabeandletmeopen"

Beast:"oh-kay"



Igotupndavula...

Ijustlaughed.Thiswasthebestsurpriseever.

Soso:"Iwonderuhlekanabani"

Me:"sthandwasentliziyoyam...UbanankuSoso"

Ubalefthisfood,Uvefollowedastheycamerunning

tothedoor.Wewerelaughingandhugging,he

pushedmeasideandpickedtheboysup...

Igrabbedhisluggage(onetravelingcase)thenI

closedthedoor.Iwenttoplateupforhimndabuya

efotaabantwanabam.Thefreshbatchofthem.

And,myhusbandwasintearskuhleka...

Me:"ukholosathanaumthethileyokeLwandisoufika"

Soso:"haibo"



Me:"lookatmyhusband"

Soso:"ndirongokexandibuzabautyantoni?Iwant

myowntripletsmfondinimakazeneedrecipe"

Me:"tshini.UzawathiniamaweleuLindo"?

Soso:"mmnk!Hehbethunaanisebahle,nisure

beniseCongo"?

Ikindafeltlikehepurposefullyavoidedmyquestion

butIignoredthat...MaybeIwasreadingalotinto

nothing.Clutchingonstraws.

Me:"kumasuburbsaseCongosani,I'llshowyou

pictureszooUba"

Iadmiredhowthetwinsjustallowedustomake

conversationwithuncleSosowithoutprudingand

disturbingusthoughweallknewtheywerevery

muchfondofhim,nokondiyazamauqeqeshaI

couldseethat.Whilewemadeourconversation,

theyfinisheduptheirplates.Nowbecausewehad



anunannouncedbutmostwelcomevisitorIhadto

whipupadessert,Icollectedalltheplatesandtook

themtothekitchenndazamaintoebudessertand

servedthepeople.

Beast:"xaulaphaubutyebibamubushiyenabani"?

Sososuddenlybecameabituncomfortable...I

chippedin,tosavehim.

Me:"zumbuzengomsobabybetweeneightandfour,

myekengoku"

Beast:"kuzobekutheningomso"?

Me:"izobeilixeshalebusiness,ngokuit'sfamilytime.

Allowaguytobreath"

Beast:"awselociko.UyambonaphofuTitus

uphants'uzenzelakulecouch"

Ilaughed Sosojoinedin.



Soso:"IhateyoutaBeast.Yazuyazazibau

intimidativekanjaniandnowyou'reabusingthat"

Beast:"no,Iwasjustmakingconversation"

Soso:"haikeifyoumustknow,bendizeonbusiness

kwalaphabutmyhikewillpickmeupasearlyas

seventomorrowmorning"

Beast:"cancel"

Soso:"cancel?CancelwhattaBeast...ImeanMr

Gwala"?

whateffectwasbabyreallyhavingon

Lwandiso?ThiswasthefirsttimeevertohearSoso

callhim"MrGwala"

Beast:"yourhike...Ihaveacoupleofthingsto

discusswithyoungomsobutsizoqalakwihouse

viewing"

Soso:"oohokay...Wait,y'allarebuyingahousehere"?



Me:"yep"

Soso:"butyoudon'tlikeJoburgnjemntase"

Me:"Iknow...ButIhatePortElizabeth.Bad

memories"

Soso:"mmh,Iunderstand"

AfteralongstringofchattingIwenttoprepare

indawozolalagivinghimthespareroom.

Me:"babyusezomthathamosumatrass"?

Beast:"yhimababy...Ubanizolalaphindoda"?

Uve:"zolalaneSosomatatakho"

Uba:"nam"

Beast:"see"?

Me:"alright,that'ssettledthen"

Soso:"heee!AbantubalomziarepeculiarIswear."

Me"weloveyoutoo"



Heshookhisheadashewalkedtohisroom,Uve

calledafterhim.

Uve:"solalanaweSosoebhediniyakhongokuaneh"?

UbapickeduphiscarandfollowedSoso...

Uba:"shameuSosowabantuUve"

Hubbycouldn'tcontainhislaughter ..Ion

theotherhandwasmesmerizedyileatitudeand

atmosphereintshakulendlu.ItwasrefreshingIwon't

lie.Ilovedit,Ienjoyedit...IenjoyedseeingNqaba

laugh,hearinghimlaugh.Foronceinalongtimehe

wasstressfreenegezaeliqalayourakacouldsee

thatwe'reinahappyandpeacefulplace...

Okwangoku.
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FollowingdayIwokeupfirsttopreparebreakfastfor

err'buddy.Realizedthatukutyaakuzosanelafor

lunchandsupper,weneededalilshoppingspreeso

aftereating,Ibathedthetripletsandmadethem

comfyandwarmrightnexttotheirfatherthenI

bathedmyselfandgotreadytogoshoppingooUve

bawvaswanguyise...

Me:"baby"?

Helookedupwithsleepyeyes...

Me:"whattimeareweviewingthehouseskanene"?

Beast:"ngo10:00"

Me:"okayhopefullyI'llbebackbythen"

Beast:"uyaphi"?

Me:"MallofAfrica.ButI'lltrytobebackbeforeten.

Youcangobacktosleep,but,breakfastisready"



Beast:"mmkay,pleasebringmemywallet"

Iwenttothetrouserhewaswearingtheprevious

nightandgavehimhiswallet,heremovedhiscard

wandinika

Me:"what'sthisfor"?

Beast:"aren'tyougoingshoppingkanti"?

Me:"well...Ikindadohavemoneyyazbabe"

Beast:"I'msure,butyoucanusemine"

Weweren'tabouttoarguengemalisoearlyinthe

morningtu.

Me:"enkositatakhe"

Ireturnedhistrousertowhereitwas,kissedhimand

theminionsthenIcalledoneofhisguystocome



pickmeupwhileIleftmyphoneschargingnextto

histablet.Wedidn'thavepersonalcarsherebut

luckilywehaddrivers;drivingusaroundin

"business"vehicles.Theguycameandtookmeto

town,Ifilledupthetrolleyandreturnedtothecarto

load,wentbacktothemalljusttodomyhairand

nails bekukudalangokoandIknewbabywouldn't

mind,uzovuyelanalentondenzeintlokongemali

yakheinsteadofmyown.WhenIwasdoneImade

waybacktothecar...Itwasobviouslywaaaaaypast

tenbut ‍♀asIapproachedthecar,Isaw

MarcusSmith.Iknewhesawmefirstbythewayhe

wasactingso,Idecidedtohelphimndenzangathi

andimbonanganame.HewaswithLindaandshe

keptonlookingatme,xandibajongaajongekude.

Mnk.Iwalkedstraighttomyridendagoduswa...

Theguyhelpedmeoffloadandcarrytothe

apartmentthenheleft,Iunpackedandpackedinto

thecupboardsandfridgethenIwenttochangemy

platformsintoslippers,thenIjoinedthegentsinthe

lounge.



Uve:"mamamphathelentonietown"?

Me:"phathelechocolatecake,chocolatecustardand

chocolatesauceforyouricecream"

Uve:"xeleletatakhe,xelelemamamzobuyane

chokilet"!!!

Sosowahleka...Nqabawaskindapissedoff ‍♀

Uba:"mma"?

Me:"phatheleicarrotcake,vanillaUltrameland

caramelsauce"

Uba:"yho...Ayikhonyamakhotututu"?

heee!

Me:"ikhonababymamakhowillcookitfordinner"

Uba:"ooh.Thankyoumamakhe"

Me:"youwelcomebaby"



Thenheignoredme...Justlikethat.Iquizzically

lookedatSoso,hesmiledandclearedhisthroat.

Soso:"I'msureyourwatchain'tworking"

Me:"andinayokwawatchkeyazmntase"

Beast:"whathappenedtoyourphones"?

Me:"zisechargeinyourbedroom,yintoningxaki"?

Beast:"we'retwohourslate...Forthehouseviewing"

Me:"oohsorry.Ithoughtndizokhawlezayazlove

but...I'msorry.Can'twereschedule"?

Beast:"Ialreadyhave...Sizoyangothree.Hopefully

wemakethetimethistimearound"

Me:"wewill...Nisahluthi"?

Heignoredme,mysonsshooktheirheadssoIgot

upandwenttopreparelunch.Sosocametojoin

me...



Me:"siqumbelentonikengoku"?

Soso:"kudalasikufounelaphonezakhozisifakaku

Vicky"

Me:"heh...Butheshouldhaveseenmyphonesinthe

roomngokuebesondlula"

Soso:"haikeinobaakondlulanga"

Thethought ‍♀

Sosolaughedatmyfrown.

Soso:"he'llbefinewethu,guesshewasjust

stressingkubaengakufumaninotbecauseofthe

time"

Me:"yeahwell...UnjaniuLindo"?

Soso:"uright"

Ilookedathim..Hechuckledandstartedwiping

cleantheplatesandrinsingglasses.



Me:"I'mwaiting"

Soso:"forwhat"?

Ilookedathimwaiting...

Soso:"wellwebrokeup...Andno,wellyes...InfactI

don'tknowwhobrokeupwithwhobutbeforeyou

sayanything:itwasboundtohappen.Bekufike

ixesha"

Ikeptquiet...Hewasconfirmingintoekudala

ndayibonabaizakudeyenzekebutIwassurprised

thathe'ssocalmaboutit.Maybetheyweren'tas

emotionallyattachedasIassumedanymore,maybe

theygrewapartbecauseofhiswork,whichis

becauseofusinaway.

Soso:"saysomething"



Me:"areyouhappy"?

Soso:"yes.Idon'tknowhowtoexplainthisbutI

reallyam"

Me:"thenthat'sallIcareabout,yourhappiness.

Hopefullyyoudidtherightthingwhoeverbrokeup

withwhoeverphakathikwenu...Don'twantyouto

livewithregrets"

Soso:"theonlyregretIhaveisnotendingitsooner...

Pullingheralongwhenwebothknewthatitwas

longover"

Me:"sowho'sthenewchick"?

Heblushedandquicklymannedup,toughenedup.

Soso:"I'msingleandlooking,but,careerfirst.I've

gotbillstopay"

Me:"kodwauqalewabobotheka"

Soso:"haikeundiyekemnandithendisingle"

Me:"mnk.Zuhlaleusinglewethusikufuna



usezingqondweniwhenhandlingubutyebibukatatu

Gwala"

Yhoakayihleka

Me:"uhlekantonisoso"?

Soso:"umntuonomntuakabikhosezingqondweni"?

Me:"haykhawjongeubaby,wenaucimba

usezingqondwenixaequmbeleukungandifumani

kwiiphoneazishiyephaeroominiyakhe?"

WasukawanyumbazekauLwandisoTitus,Iheard

oneonethetripletscryingsoIaskedSosotofinish

upthechickensaladIwasmakingwhileIgoattend

myson...AsIwalkedinelounge,threeofthem

startedcrying.

Beast:"nankumamawenumxeleleninifunaiibhotile

zenu"



Me:"nankumamafikilenebhotilezabantu"

ItookIyaziandIkhondabafakabobabini whilehe

triedcalmingdownIyakha.

Me:"Veve"

Uve:"ma"?

Me:"ndcelauthikuSosoacimeistovu"

Uve:"Kaymamakhe"

Hetookacoupleofstepstowardsthekitchenthen

stoppedandturnedfacingus...Withafrown.

Uve:"ntanazakhozancancazoy'thukuwemamam"?

Me:"eweUve,nowpleasegotoSoso"

Uve:"akuhlungu"?



Irolledmyeyesathim,heshruggedandwentto

deliverthemessagewaphindawabuya

Uve:"uthinimama"?

Me:"makacimeistovu"

Uve:"okay"

HewentbackintothekitchenwaphumanoSoso...

Soso:"uthinibra"?

Me:"uthinikantiuUve"?

Soso:"uthininauUvenyhani...Somethingaboutilofu

wethu"

Me:"tyhiniThixo,andhereIthought...Mxm,please

switchoffthestoveforme"

Soso:"lofu>>stovu.OkayIsee,yeswenaVeve"

Nqabalaughedathisconfusedson,IgavehimIyazi



toburpandtookIyakha.Whenallofthemwe'refullI

wenttodishupfortherestofthepeoplethenIsat

withthehubbyjustdrinkingjuice,Iwasn'thungry.

Afterawhileesityahelaidback,cabauyetyisa

umhlekazithenIfelthisfingersgoingthroughmy

newhairndancumawithoutsayingaword.

Beast:"yak'fanelaleway"

Me:"nyhani"?

Beast:"youknowIwouldn'tsayitdoes,whenit

doesn't"

Me:"ndabulelaZ'khali"

Hetriedsohardnottosmile,enyintonoSoso

ebengaqhwanyazitu Iunderstoodmyhusband

wantingtoplaythe"toughguy"somuch.Heenjoys

keepingpeopleontheirtoes.Period.
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Aswewe'rejustchilling...Weheardaknock

wayovulauNqabaandjuststoodthereinutter

silencesadesajongananoSoso.

Me:"tatakhe"?

Beast:"hm"?

Me:"who'satthedoor"?

Ihearda"mnxim"escapebetweenhisclenchedjaws

thenhewalkeduptowhereIwaswithoutclosingthe

doorandtookhisphones...

Me:"uyaphi"?

Beast:"bedroom.Thatshouldbeyourvisitor"

HestookthetwoofthetripletsandlookedatSoso,

automaticallyLwandisogotuptotakethethirdchild

asMarcwalkedinfollowedbyhisgirlfriendndanaar

inaninstant.Ilookedatthemastheysatdown



wonderingbayaphi...

Marc:"hey...Uhm...Iknowthelasttimewesaweach

otherwasn't-"

Linda:"Trina...Wecametomakepeacebetweenyou

andyourbrother"

mnk!Wakandajokeisthis?Whowouldsellout

theirownsisterandstillbecomfortablebeingcalled

herbrother?LeliphielicubalitshaywanguMarcus

namndingcamle?Ijustsatthere...

Linda:"IknowandingenindawoyintoyenuLenaas

familybutIknowwithfirsthandexperiencethatthis

wholesituationhasn'tbeeneasyonMarcus.He's

ashamedofhischoiceofactions,he'sashamedto

eventhinkaboutthepastfewmonthsandhe's

deeplysorry"

Me:"sondingenaphimna"?



Linda:"ndicelaumxololetorhoSbongile,Iknow

inzimalentondiyicelakuwe.Infactsiyicelakuwe

andwedon'texpectyoutoforgivehimnow,take

yourtimebutjustconsiderit"

Me:"ifhe'ssosorrywhycan'thespeakforhimself"?

Lindaclearedhisthroatandmovedbackintoher

seatallowingPolotospeakup.

Marc:"Tee...IknowyouhatemerightnowandIdon't

blameyou.Ideserveit"

Me:"thenwhyareyouhere"?

Marc:"Iwantedtoapologisetoyou"

Me:"apologisehuh?Forwhatexactly?TellmeMarc,

whatexactlyareyouheretoapologisefor"?

Linda:"canwenotdigintothepastplease?Weall

knowwhathappened"

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidawungenindawo"?

Linda:"Ididbutkalokuayizonisandawolentoyokuba



makugrunjweipastngoku"

Me:"hehLinda"?

Shelookedupatme...

Me:"nizeaphatotellmehowandwhyIshould

forgiveMarcus,infactnizeaphatodictatetome?

Ory'allcameheretoapologize,pleaseIneedclarity"

Linda:"allI'msayingis-"

Me:"mamelakemadam:Idon'tcarewhatyou're

saying,that'stheissueI'mhavingrightnowlinda.I

don'tcare"

Linda:"oh-kay"

Me:"ekwaagvirjouboetie,sevirmywhatexactly

areyouheretoapologizefor"?

Hetookadeepbreath...Ubacamedownthestairs.I

didn'tevennoticethemleaving,theymusthave

followeduncleSoso



Uba:"mamamntanayakhofunibhotile"

Me:"ohokay...Excuseme"

UbanoticedMarcwamjongaforacoupleof

secondsgqibawahleka.

Uba:"Marc'O'Polo"

Ndayihlekandisekitchen,imadethelukewarmwater

mixtureforthetripletsthenitookthemupstairs

ndafikabezidlalelanotatawabo.

Beast:"yougood"?

Me:"I'llbefine"

Beast:"usure?Icouldaskthemtoleaveifyouare

notreadyorcomfortablewiththemrightnow"

Me:"enkositatakhebutitsbetterIfaceMarcngoku



andcompletelymoveonafterthis"

Beast:"goodluck"

Me:"yeahwhatev's"

HethrewmewithapillowasIracedoutofthe

room,UbawasaskingMarcusalotofquestionsbutI

couldtellitwasfunnycoztheywerelaughing.

Me:"yabizwanguTatakhoUbabalo"

Uba:"okaymam"

Hefist-bumpedMarcandleft...Ilookedatthis

coupleandthoughtmnk,washiywatuuLizardngu

Lindasijongile.LindawasclearlygoodforMarc,wife

materialkindagood.Nakuezokwenzauxolo,but

thenagain...

Marc:"Iwasunderalotofpressure.Ihadtochoose

loyaltyand...YesIregretmychoiceofloyaltythough



IwasrewardedbutbecauseofitIlostyou.Iam

sorryIchosemoneyoverfamily"

Me:"whyareyousorry?Imean,familyisn't

necessarilyfamilybybloodorchoice.Ghostisyour

familytoosowhyapologizeforbeinginhiscorner"?

Marc:"TrinawebothknowhowIhandledthingswas

wrongandIamheretodaytoapologizetoyou

hopingthatyouwillfinditinyourhearttoforgive

me"

Me:"givemeonereasonwhyIshouldforgiveyou,

anddon'tmentionfamily"

Wathula...

Itwasawkwardthatthereseemedtobenoother

reasonbesidesthatofbeingafamily,whichtome

doesn'treallycountwhenitcomestohimbecause

hedidn'tthinktwicewhenhehadtostabmeinthe

back.Hediditanywayjusttoprovehisloyaltyto

Ghost?Ididn'tmindhimbetrayingmyhusband

,andingenindawomnakwizintozabozobugintsa

butNqabaknowsthatfamilyisfamily.Hemightnot



trustfamilybutheknowsfamilyisfamily.

Me:"apparentlythere'snootherreason,yousee"?

Linda:"butfamilyTrina...Family.Youguysneedeach

othermoreespeciallyrightnow"

Me:"yaziLinda...Thesepastfewmonthshave

showedmethatI'mmyownfamily.Peopleinthis

world,onthisearthwoulddoanythingand

everythingintheirwillpowertogetwhattheywant,

nomatterthecost.Forinstance:Marcusdecidedto

chooseNtandowhohappenstobehisbossoverMe

whomhecallshissister"

Marc:"Trina..."

Me:"Iremembervividlyhowwedrovethroughoutthe

streetsofPortElizabethintheweehoursofthe

morningjusttogetaroofoverourheadsbecause

hisfriendandassociateKaroodecidedtoburnour

housedown.Marcusknewaboutit,butinsteadof

givingmetheheadsuphedecidedtoturnablind

eyetothefactthathispregnantlilsisterandher

entirefamilycouldbeindeathlydanger.Youdon't



dothattofamily,peopleyouclaimtolove.Heknows

I'dneverdothattohimnorwouldIeverdoittohis

son"

Linda:"beforewestartactingHolierthanthough,

rememberhowyouchasedEvelyn,yoursisteroutof

yourhousewhensheneededyoumost"

Waitwhat?

Marc:"Linda,don't"

Me:"nopleaseLinda,do.Ineedtohearthisone

becauseit'sclearthere'salotIdon'tknowabout

myselfthaty'allknow"

Linda:"Evecametoyou,lastyearezophozisa

ingqondoandinsteadoflisteningtoheryoucalled

herhusbandtocomefetchherwamdliselela

ngemalionayoandtheplacesyouweregonnatravel

tongemaliyegazi.Allsheneededwasyourtimeand

sympathy"

Me:"andshetoldyouthis"?



Linda:"yes...Andnoandixabanisiapha

ungayombuzalontoIwasjustpointingoutthat

sonkesinazoiziphosozethu.Youincluded"

Me:"Isee"

SoafterhowEvetreatedmekwamI'mnowthe

villaininthewholesituation?Iaskedherwhatwas

wronginsteadshekeptonjudgingandbeingbitter...

Butallofthatissomehowmyfault?TyhiniThixo

.

Linda:"I'msorry...Ishouldn'thavesaidthatEvepart"

Me:"I'mgladyoudid,atleastnowIknowthatI'm

beingdiscussedbehindmybackbypeoplewho

claimtobefamily.Butwhatamazesmeinthisis

thaty'allchosetobelieveherandneverbotheredto

hearmysideofthestory"

Linda:"likeIsaidIwasn-"

Me:"IhaveanappointmentthatIshouldbepreparing

forinthenextthirtyminutes...Ify'alldon'tmind"



Sheclearedherthroatandlookedatherboyfriend.

Marc:"I'llbeinJoburgfortheentireweek,justin

caseyouneedtoseeme"

Linda:"pleaseconsiderlentobesizengayo...Family

isimportantespeciallywhenitisallyouhave"

Igotupndabavulelaumnyango...Theyfollowed

eachotherout.Iclosedthedoor,wentupstairsto

fetchmyphonendabuyelaeloungeandcalledEve...

Eve:"heylilsis"

Me:"soafteryouleftmyhousewithyourhusband

youwentbehindmybacktodiscussmewithMarc

andLinda"?

Eve:"whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Me:"IamtalkingaboutyouEvelyndiscussingme

withyourbrother,howImadeyoufeelunwelcomein



myhouse,howIdidn'tlistentoyouwhenyou

neededmemost,andthecherryontop:howI

braggedaboutmybloodmoneyandchasedyouout

ofmyhouse.Rememberthat"?

Eve:"that'snothowIsaidit"

Me:"Ifindthathardtobelieve"

Eve:"soyou'regonnafuckenbelievethemandnot

me"?

Me:"thefuckEve?Theybelievedyouinsteadof

approachingmeandhearmysideofthestory"

Eve:"Idon'thavetimeforthis...Whenyouwannatalk

likeafuckengrownasswoman,callme"

Me:"hm.Don'tcountonitbigsis...I'mgood"

Ihungup...

"Luuyourotherpho-"



Me:"notnowtatakhe"

Hewalkeddownandcametositwithme,wesatin

silenceforacoupleofminutesthenhepulledmein

forahugstillwithoutsayingaword.
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Imovedawayfromhisembraceandactuallylefthim

therendaphumaphandle...Ijustneededsomeair.I

tookawalkdowntheroad,uptheotherstreetatthe

backandbacktomydoorstepndabuyaingqondo

nokoitheham.Therewasnooneintheloungeor

kitchensoIwentstraightupstairsndafikabelele.I

satdownandjustwatchedthemsleeping

peacefully...

Beast:"uvelaphi"?

Isquintedmyeyeslookingathim,hiseyeswere



shutclosed orheheardmewalkin,oritcouldbe

myscent?Ididn'tanswerhim...

Itookmyphoneandwentbackdownthestairsto

thekitchen,bebethebafunainyamamostthenI'll

makethemmeat.Imarinatedsteakthenputitina

bucketndalifakainthefridgewhilecookingtherest

ofthefood...IdecidedtocallKeri...

Keri:"heylittleone,howhaveyoubeen"?

Me:"I'vebeengoodHey,you"?

Keri:"what'swrong"?

Me:"noth-"

Keri:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Isighed...

Iloweredthestoveandsatdown.



Me:"IjustfoundoutthatEvehasbeenbadmouthing

toMarcusandhisnewgirlfriend"

Keri:"isthatwhyyouandMarcarenottalking"?

Me:"no...That'sadifferentstoryaltogether"

Keri:"I'vegotallthreetimesintheworld"

Ididn'twannatellher...UKeriurightangazingeni

ezizintozethubutthenagain,EvehadMarcinher

corner ‍♀

Me:"okaybutIwon'tgointodetails"

Keri:"okay"

Me:"therewassomethingthathappenedbeforeI

disappearedlastyear,Marcknewaboutitbuthe

didn'twarnme"

Keri:"doesithaveanythingtodowithyourhusband's

businessdealings"?

Me:"uhm...Itdoes,andourliveswereindanger.I

mean,allhecouldhavedonewastogivemethe



headsup,I'dhavedonetherestbuthechosetobe

loyaltosoneonrelseinsteadofsomeonehecalls

hissister"

Keri:"uuh,nowIunderstand.OkaymovingontoEve...

"

wait...IsitmeordoesKeriknowalotmorethanI

thoughtshedoes?

Me:"YhouEveKeri"

Keri:"whotoldyouaboutthisbadmouthingbusiness

"?

Me:"Linda...Ithinkitkindaslipped"

Keri:"sheneedstoknowherplacethough,thisis

familybusiness.ShemightbeMarc'sgirlfriendbut

she'snothiswife.Sheneedstomindhertongueand

stickhernosewhereitbelongs"

Me:"ohwell..."

Keri:"I'lltalktoEve..."



Me:"pleasedon't.Itwillonlyfuelupthiswholething"

Keri:"Trinawe'refamily,wecan'tkeeponfighting

eachotherinsteadofstandingtogether."

Me:"Keri..."

Keri:"I'mgonnatalktoEveandcallameetingforthe

threeofus,ifneeded,ImightalsocallMarcus"

Me:"Mar-who?Sisithere'snowayI'msittingin

anothermeetingwithMarc.Noway"

Keri:"Iloveyou...Butyouwillmakeaway.Byebye,

kissmybabiesforme"

Shehunguponme...

Heee

Sosowalkedincarryingashoppingbag...Buthe

seemedabitdisturbed.

Soso:"heyyou"



Me:"buddy"

Heputthebagonthecounteranddrankthree

glassesofwater.

Me:"wegood"?

Heshookhisheadinsilence,Ipouredhimjuicend

justwaitedforhimtobereadytotalk.Justthen,

hubbywalkedin

Beast:"sizohambanaboabantwanamost"?

Soso:"I'mstayingbehindsoakhoneed,butyoucan

takethetripletsI'llstaywiththetwins"

Me:"you'renotcomingtoviewthehousewithus"?

Soso:"Iwon'tbegoodcompanymanmntase,ikhona

njeintoendiphazamisileyo"

Beast:"soyou'llbeokayushyekanooUba"?



Hejustnod...NqabalookedatmeIjustshrugged

ndenzalebendiyenzathenIwenttoprepare

abantwanabamthenweleft.Wearrivedatthefirst

one...Wasinagoodarea,butitwasn'tmycuppatea.

Itwastooglamforme...Evenmyhusbanddidn'tlike

itsowenttothenextone:Petoriaanditstolemy

heartsisangenaatthegate

Nqaba:"heeeawusabobotheki"

Me:"babe...Thismightbeit"

Nqaba:"anhour'sdrivetoJoburgwherebothour

businessesare?Wow"

Me:"optimismisthekeyrightnowmylove"

Wrwentinsideandittrulystolemyheart,Ilovedit.

Yestherewereacoupleofthingstochange...Like

thebathroomsandmasterbedroombutthekitchen

planwaswhattrulystolemyheart.Itwashugeand

spacious...IknewI'dcookupastorminsuchan

environmentbutIunderstoodmyhusband'sconcern



thoughIwasalsohappythatmykidswillgotoaunt

Keri'skindergarten .Itriedmybesttoconvince

himthatthiswasit,wedidn'tneedtoseeenye

ngoku,Iwasokaywiththeone.Hesubmittedthen

madepaymentarrangementswhileIoutsourcedan

interiordesignerformylounge,diningareaand

kitchenincludingBedandbathroom.Afterthatwe

leftwithourkeys...

Beast:"there'ssomethingIneedtotakephako

Vince"

Me:"gowithyourkidsanddropmeoffatthe

boutique"

Beast:"gowithwhichkids"?

Me:"haibo"

Beast:"ndizabaphathanjaniabantwanaabathathu"?

Me:"thensiyagodukasonkekebaby,includingyou.U

Vinceuzambonangomso"

Beast:"babykutheniuyibullynje"?



Me:"haibotatakhe,awnondiphekisamnagqibaufune

ukuyakwaVinceknowinguzofikawamkelwenge

plateyomojo"

Beast:"butlove...Uyayazixandingafunikutya

kwenyindawobesideshomeandikutyi"

True

Me:"okayke...Ndcelauyosibekathenyoucango"

Beast:"asiqumbangamost"

Me:"ha.a"

Hestolealookatmendamhlekaashewenttodrop

us,IwasbotheredmeyaznguSoso.Somethingwas

wrong.Wegothome,hehelpedmecarrythekids

insidethenhewenttohisbrother...Iwondered

thoughhowdoeshehandlethestaresfrompeople

whosawhimonthenewsthathe'sdeadbutbeing

Nqabainobaakababoninobabonaabobantu.Soso



wasplayingPS3alone,mykidswerefastasleep

nexttohim.

Me:"uthenimntase"

Heignoredme,Iturnedoffthetvandjustlookedat

him.Hesatuplookingstraightaheadthenhe

laughednervously...

Soso:"khayekeman"

Me:"youknowIwon'tbedroppingthis,right?Utheni"?

Soso:"ndimithisile"

Me:"congratulations"

Helaughedagain...Shakinghishead.

Me:"andyou'renotexcited"

Soso:"Iam...KantiIammntase.Justthat..."



Me:"umithiseuLindo"?

Soso:"nope"

Me:"haibo,unecherrythatIdon'tknowoff"?

Hegotupandwalkedtothewindowandjuststood

thereforafewsecondsinsilence.

Soso:"itwassupposedtobeaonenightstandkinda

thing"

Me:"shecaughtfeelingsorshetrappedyouinto

pregnancy?Howeverthathappens"

Soso:"actually,Icaughtfeelings"

Ilaughed...Ididn'tbelievehim.

Soso:"somehowwedidthedeedagain,andItoldher

Iwantedmorebutshedidn'twannahaveit.She's

fragilebra"



Me:"so...Pregnancy"?

Soso:"ndakhendathikuyeI'mnotreadyfora

relationshiporanyresponsibility.Thatwasafter

ndohlukenenoLindo"

Me:"ohyoucontradictedyourself"

Soso:"Iwasindenialmfethu..."

Me:"solemmeguess,shedidn'ttellyoushe's

pregnantbecauseshefearedyou'drunawayfrom

yourresponsibility"?

Soso:"yes.Uthiinfactshewasn'tgonnatellme

becausesheknowswe'renotinarelationship,she

onlykeptthepregnancybecausekudalawamfuna

umntanabutshewasn'temotionallyreadyandnow

sheis"

Me:"Isee"

Soso:"bra...I'vebeengivenasecondchanceatbeing

adad.I'mnotgonnabeanabsentfathermna,

ndfunaumntanamukhulewithbothparents,ina

warmandlovinghome"

Me:"didyoutellherthat?"



Soso:"shelockedherselfinherofficeafterourmini

argument,nowshe'snottakingmycalls"

Mnk...

Me:"who'sthisgirlSoso"?

Soso:"that'snotimportantmntasrrightnow,what's

importantisthatngofourI'mgoingbackthere.Soze

ndikwazinolalanamhlanje...Ineedtotalktoher"

Ilookedatthisguy...Iknewverywellthatheloved

hisexLindoverymuchbutrightnowIcouldtellthat

hewasinlove.I'veneverseensuchglowand

passioninhiseyes...

Me:"uyamthandaneh"?

Hechuckledandsatdownlookingatmewitha

smile.



Soso:"isthishowlovefeelslike"?

Me:"brayou'resmitten"!!!

Webothlaughed.
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AftersometimeIrealizedthatImissedmyhusband

butIdidn'twannabeanuisanceandcallhim

ezonwabelenobrotherwakhesocomedinnertime,

ndaphakandakufakakwiovenokwakheukutyathen

IservedmysonsanduncleSoso.

Soso:"Imeanttotellyou,yourhusbandhasgivenme

thepositiononapermanentbasis"

Me:"uyithathile"?

Soso:"yes...Doyouevenhavetoask"?

Me:"kalokuIwannabesureuyaw'funayou'renotjust



takingitbecauseofdesperation"

Soso:"I'vegrowntolovethisjobbra...And,helet's

medothingsmywayaslongasit'slegitandbrings

profit"

Me:"wellcongratulationsthen"

Soso:"I'mstillwaitingforthecontractfromhis

lawyersthenwecancelebrateproperly"

Me:"m-kay"

Soso:"and...I'vebeenbackpaidforthethreemonths

y'allhavebeenaway"

Hewasallsmiles...

Soso:"thatmeans,Icanbuymyselfacarandsave

someformyunbornbaby"

Me:"thisbabyisluckytohaveyouasafather,s/he's

gonnabespoiltrotten"

Soso:"ndizam'spoilelaneeminiezininzibrayhu,

ndaw'spoilanonina"



Me:"ubudewayakhonakuye"?

Soso:"noIdecidedtogiveherspace,ndizodlulakuye

ngomsoxandihamba"

Me:"wellgoodluck"

Soso:"I'mgonnaneedmorethanluckpha,she's

stubborningathinguwe"

Ijustlaughedathim,myspiritwassuddenly

unsettledbutIdidn'twannaspoilthemomentfor

him.AfterdinnerIwenttobathmykids,allofthem

whileuncleSosoclearedupandwashedthedishes.

AftertuckingthekidsinIcalledmyhusbandhis

phonesentmestraighttovoicemailsoItriedhis

brother,Vincent,itrangonceandthenitwentsilent.

IknewsomethingwaswrongbutIdidn'tknowwhat

exactly...andIdidn'twannalookparanoidbutIwas

reallyunsettled.Igotinbedandwaited...

Pastelevenndazincamaandcalledhimagainbut

stilltonoavail,ItriedVincendancama.Igotup



ndanxiba,asIwastakingabeaniemyphonerang.

NottheoneIwascallinghimon...

Me:"tatakheuphi"?

Beast:"ndcelaundiphatheleijerseyneeboots

eziblackfrommyclosetI'lltextyoutheaddressjust

now"

Me:"didyouseethetime?Uyayazisinabantwana

aphaendliniIcan'tjustupandgo"

Beast:"Tituswillkeepaneyeonthem"

Me:"tatakhekwenzekantoni?Uphi"?

Beast:"Ican'texainfurtherLuthando,I'lltextyouthe

address"

Me:"wh-"

Hehunguponme ndasosendigqibezela

ukunxibaandlookedforhishoodieandblackboots

thenIcalledtheguywho'ssupposedtobedriving

mearoundwathiuphandleulindemna Iwentto



SosoandtoldhimI'mgoingoutndcelaamamele

abantwana,hedidn'taskmuchsoIleft.Thetext

camethroughsoIgavetheguylaaddressthatIwas

textedandhetookmetothedeeperaendsof

Soweto ‍♀.IcalledNqabawhenIwas

outside...Iwasabitscaredoftheplace,itwasdark

andshady.Scary.Hecameoutshirtless,and,hehad

abandageonhisarmndevakudithikrunqu

entliziywenikumndanesingqala.Kanenesibuyele

lento...

Ijustgavehimhisthingsndithecwaka,therewasno

needtoaskanything.It'shislife.Nothingnew.

Beast:"I'llbeoutofsightforacoupleofdays,ndcela

undenzeleifavour"?

Me:"mh"

Beast:"GotoKeri'shouse.UhlalephauntilIcome

back"



IwantedtoaskhimhowdoIgotoKeri'shouse

ngobusukunabantwananjeoutofthebluebutIbit

mytongue...

Beast:"uyandivaLuthando"?

Me:"mh"

Beast:"I'llcallyouksasatocheckifnisesafe..."

Me:"sure,isthatall?Ineedtogetbackbeforethey

noticeI'mnotinbedwiththem...YourkidsImean"

Beast:"don'tdothat"

Me:"I'mnotdoinganythingbutkalokwecan'tbechit

chattingherekukholentoikhoyondingayaziyo

abantwanabonkesibashiyengaaphakude"

Beast:"yeahthat'sall"

Me:"sharp"

Iturnedtowalkaway...Iwishedhe'dgrabmywrist,

hugmeandassuremethatit'snothingmuchyou

know?It'sjustmyimaginationgoingwildbuthe



didn't,hewatchedmeleave.Igothomeandcalled

Keri,sheactuallywantedtocomewithJoe

bazosithathaIhadtoconvinceherwe'llfindourway

shemustjustgiveusheraddress...WhenshedidI

wenttowakeSosoupndamxelelalendawo

ndiyixelelweyonamsohehelpedmepackthencarry

theluggagetothecargqibawathiyenauzoshiyeka,

he'sgoingtoPEanywayksasa.Ilethimbe...He'sa

mannow.IfanyonecanhandlethatGhostrubbish

thentheymostprobablycanhandleanything

‍♀wegottoKerishousesayolalisaabantwana

bonkeinoneroomincludingthetripletsthenItook

anotherguestroom,Keribroughtmechamomiletea

Me:"thanks"

Keri:"wannatalkaboutit"?

Me:"there'snothingtotalkaboutreally...Hejustsaid

weshouldcomehere,he'llcallmeinthemorning"

Keri:"doyouthinkthere'sdangeranywhere"?

Me:"hisleftarmisbandagedso..Maybe"



Keri:"okay...Welly'allaresafehere.Drinkyourtea

andgetsomerest"

Me:"thankyou...PleaseapologizetoJoeforwaking

himupinthemiddleofthenight"

Keri:"nodon'tworryaboutthat,youknowhe'ddo

anythingforfamily"

Ijustsmiled...

Shekissedmycheekandwalkedoutclosingthe

doorbehindher.Idrankmyteaandcuddledmyself

tosleep,thatwasallIcoulddo.FollowingdayIwoke

uptoeightmissedcallsfrommyhusband,butthe

mostshockingthingwastorealisethatitwasa

coupleofminutespasteleven Ijumpedoutof

bedandwenttothekidsroom,founditempty.I

heardnoisesinthebackgroundsoIwenttothe

windowandsawallofthemplayingwithKeri...

Iexhaledandwentbacktomyroom,Isatonthe

edgeofthebedandredialedmyhusband.



Beast:"I'vebeencallingyou"

Me:"goodmorning"

Beast:"whyweren'tyouansweringyourphone"?

Me:"Iwasstillsleeping"

Beast:"wena?KudekuBetheu10:00Luthando"?

Ididn'tknowkebaufunandithibekutheniukuze

ndingayibambiiphonecozndiyamxelelasoIjust

keptquiet...

Beast:"baby"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"Uyayazibathisisourlife,right"?

Sofunekandingqine?



Beast:"Inoticedyouwerehurtinglastnightwhen

youreyessawthebandage,andonzakelangait'sjust

abulletgrazingleikulengalo"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"ItriedpushingLamntuwempephazendluso

there'sapossibilitythatwecouldhavethetitledeed

byThursday"

Me:"tatakhe"?

Beast:"mamakhe"

Me:"youleftmeeightmissedcallsjusttotellme

aboutindluthatwehavekeysfor"?

Beast:"noIwantedtoknowy'allaresafe,andnowI

knowsondidlulisaumyalezokengoku"

Me:"KwenzekantoniLuthando"?

Wathicwaka...

Me:"ayizokwazikeukwenzekaleuyenzayointo,soze

uthuletu"



Beast:"akhontointshanjeLuthando,uyayaznawe

zikhonaiiminiezinje"

Me:"areyougonnaanswerme"?

Hesighed...

Beast:"Vincegotshotlastnight,uses'bhedleleand

nowI'mlookingforthepeoplewhoshothim.Ihave

caughttwoalreadysokushotathree"

Me:"uVinceligintsangokunaye"?

Beast:"awulogintsanjenawe"

Me:"haydon'tcomparemetoVince,IdidwhatIdid

toprotectmychildren"

Beast:"wellhegotshotprotectingmyassets,same

difference"

Well...Itmadesense.



Me:"souyaziwabausaphila"?

Beast:"no...AndI'musingthattomyadvantage"

Me:"mnkmnk,youshouldhavebeenGhost.Anyway

Byebye"

Beast:"don'tforgettomentionyourniggainyour

prayers"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Hechuckledashehungup,I'myettoseesomeone

wholovesfamilyokudlulauNqaba.Lukeloveshis

familynangonaesinqabelemvanjebuthelovesus

noquestionskwelocalakodwa,hedoesn'tmatchup

tomyhusband.Maybethat'sanotherassetthat

attractedmetohim .Itookashowerand

changedclothesthenIwenttothekitchen

ndazenzelaicereal.Khangekubekudalandisityakwa

ngenaicallfromLandile...

Me:"hello"?



Laa:"yhoIwastryingmyluckwiththisnumber...Bra,

andizobuzanempilo.UphiuLwandiso"?

Me:"ifanbauseBhayi,what'sgoingon"?

Laa:"there'sanemergencyesidingayoemontiand

andimfumaniinhiscell,emsebenziniwakhekuthwa

useJoburg"

Me:"hemightbeonaflighttoPEbutnamndizokhe

ndimzame"

Laa:"uyawbeundincedekakhulumntase"

Me:"Ihopewhatevertheemergencyayikokufaor

ukugulakomntu"

Laa:"wellandiyazinam...Butstrangeenough,

ndifounelwenguDabswethuandwhenItriedcalling

momanddadtoaskwhat'sthisabout,theirphones

wereoff"

Me:"yho...Khamendizamelomfana"

Laa:"sharp"

Wehungup,ItriedSoso...Voicemail.Itextedhimon



whatsapp,loggedinontoFacebookkuba

ndizomshiyelaimessagekumessengerndasuka

ndagangwayiheadlinethattherewasaplanecrash

threehoursago...TheplanewasfromJoburg

ijongisengaseMonti ‍♀.Ndasukandastuck

andayazinobabendiyothinikuFacebook.
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Beforewewenttoviewthehouse,Ireceivedacall

fromVincesayingthatsomeganghadcometothe

ShisaNyama,tookeverythingincludingmyelectronic

devices.But,Icouldn'tjusttellLuunjelikethatI

knewshewouldn'tletmegowithoutanargumentso

aftersiyibonileindluIdroppedthematthe

apartmentthenchargedtowardsthehospital

ndayojongalechap.Hewasn'tbadlyhurt,justone

shotbelowtheshoulder...Wouldhavebeenfatalhad

itbeenaninchlowerthanitalreadywas,butwe

thankGod.

Me:"didyougettoseethoseguys"?



Vince:"no...ButI..."

Me:"takeyourtime"

Hetookacoupleofbreathsin.

Vince:"theywe'reallwearingbalaclavasbutI

recognisedonevoice"

Me:"who"?

Vince:"umabhuti.."

Ilookedathim...Hopinghe'dsayhe'smistaken.

Vince:"Iknowwhatyou'rethinking,but...It'shim"

Me:"didhegettoseethatyourecognisedhim"?

Vince:"no...Imadesureakangbonikuth'ngimbonile"

Me:"good.Lemmedash...I'llcomebacktocheckon

youlater"

Vince:"hau"?



Me:"akhonaamajitawho'llkeepaneyeonyou...

Chill"

Wathula...Icouldtellhewasscaredbuthehadto

manup,Ihadbiggerfishtofry.Umabhuti?Diving

backintotheoceandepthabit,Mabhutiyibrother

kaYanga...Washetrynafighthisbrother'swarsnow?

Orhe'sjusttakingchancesbecauseheknowsI'mno

longeraround?Whendidhebecomeagangsta?

LasttimeIheardofhimhewasjustalocalcriminal,

justalousydirtythug...Nowukwaziuxhomisaawell

knownjoint?Myjoint?Itookoneguyleavingthe

resttowatchoverVincendayokhangelauMabhuti,I

gottwoofhisguysbuthefled...Andazinoba

kukothukaorhethoughtI'mGhostbuthemanaged

tohidendabendisurendimchanileeithereqatheni

orembandeni.Wespentthenightlookingforhimto

noavail...ButIknewhowtogettohim,justlikeI

knewhowtogettoYanga:women.Idrovestraight

tohiscrib,andjustscoutedtheyard.Ifoundoutthat

umamakheukhona,andthreeotherpeople....I

neededsomething,someoneendisurethatif



ndithatheyenahewillbeforcedtocomeoutofhis

hidingplace.AsIdroveoutofhismother'splace

withmyheadlightsoff,Iheardasilencercutting

throughmywindowandintomyarmbutnotliterally

intotheskin,thebulletjustgrazedmekancinci.I

stoppedthecarndayomkhangela,ndayijikela

landawokwasaphandleandinanguishIdecidedthat

Ineededasolidplantotakeonthisguy,maybehe's

notsuchanamateurasImakehimouttobe.Inthe

earlyhoursofthemorningIleftandwenttogather

withtheguysatthewarehouse.Teracamein

ekuseni...

Tera:"Grootman"

Ilookedupfrommycomputer...

Tera:"khonaenyijitabendikhendaringanayogester,

ind'bhelelevandaglejitauMabraulapha"

Me:"ulaphaphi"?



Tera:"ulaphaeGomoragrootman"

Ndabuyisaiingqondo...SouMabhutiufuna

ukusivingcelainourownterritory?Wow.Ndimnke

njeiThreemonthsaphandibuyasezenzaindoda

lentwana...

Me:"whereexactly"?

Tera:"Icantakeyou...Ndiyendashay'roundjusttobe

sure.Ndambona"

Me:"masiyendoda"

Iwenttothebackroomwheretheotherguyswere

resting...

Me:"Ineedthreeguys;fourpacketsofspikes,

ntshizatwoperpersonandthreeextras.Fillyour

bagsngestuff...And,don'tforgetuqhusa"



Ileftthembesapakisha.Trustingcertainpeopleina

teamyandibonisakakubisondayekakwalento

yocena,ifyouwannabeamongthethree

endiyifunayouyakutshongokwakho...Attheendof

thedayumntuubhatalwangokomsebenzi

awenzileyo,ooRangertaughtmealotngokuthemba

umntu.Wasn'tgonnagothroughthatrouteagain

.Sangenasonkekwitransndakhwelanalechap

izand'khombisa,Isawhimatadistanceandcalled

theothercarsbehindustotaketheotherroute

bamqhaw'lelebecauseIknewifusibonileuzophinda

abalekeandkengokuandilogezanoko

andinomphosakaninzingentshiza.Ndibendimfuna

ephila...

Istoppedrightinfrontofhim,Teraquicklygrabbed

himwamfakaemotwenindaphephethekabackto

thewarehousewhiletheyfoughtattheback

passengerseat.Whenwegottoourlocation

ndohlikandabashiyapha,therestoftheguyswent

toassistuTerabangenanaye,tiedhimupintoa

chairwhileIfixedmytoolsonthetablethenthey

stoodback.ThoughIwasfacingtheotherway,I



couldfeelthewaytheywerethirstyforhim...Allthey

neededwasmygoahead andbendizobanikabut

notngoku.

Me:"youcango"

Iheardizihlanguzamadodazijxwashuzaukuphuma,

Ididn'tturnuntilIheardthedoorlockingitself.Itook

agasburner(theoneusedforwelding),turnediton

yavuthathenndaguquka...Foramomenthefroze.

Mabhuti:"TaB...Noman...TaBe-you'red-"

Me:"dead"?

Hevigorouslynod,Ichuckledblowingsoftairinto

theburningfireonthetoolinmyhand.

Me:"uteshelabanigwedini"?



Mabhuti:"haygrootm-"

Me:"Ijustneedaname,thenyou'reafreeman"

Mabhuti:"TaBeast"

Me:"three..."

Hetriedwrigglinghimselffreefromhischair.

Me:"two..."

Mabhuti:"grootmanplease..."

Me:"one.Yourtimeisup"

Iworeearplugsthatwouldpreventmefromhearing

hiscriesasIburntthechainsonhiswristsuntilthey

wereredwabeejubalaza...Istoppedandpulled

downtheplugsndamjonga.Hewassweatingwet

ngathilingamlaemdyarhweni.

Me:"okay..Let'sstartfromthetop.Utheshelabani



Mabhuti"?

Mabhuti:"bhut'taBeastgrootmanbhozayam...

Ndcel'xologrootman.Ndcel'xologrootmanyam"

Me:"three..."

Mabhuti:"suretaBeastbhuda,mamelatayam..."

Me:"two..."

Mabhuti:"Pleasedon'tdothisbigguy....

Ndizakuxelelakebhut'taBeastbra.Yhoyhoyho

haaayiyatshisalekakabra"

Me:"one"

Icoveredmyearsndatshisaamachainlamna

ndizikhaliselaumloziwam ‍♂,whenIhadhad

enoughofhiswristsIbentdowntothechains

aroundhisanklesndayekaxaingathiziyamelt'a.

Me:"awukafunuthethanangoku"?



Hewascrying,theskinaroundhiswristswas

burnt,thechainsalmostsinkingintoit.

Me:"youknowicandothisallnight,right"?

Hecontinuedcryingatthetopofhisvoice,Iputthe

burnerdownandwenttofetchapliersndambona

ejubalazaasikneltbeforehimndaqalakuciki

ndajijawaphumandaphakamandambonisaoko

ndziculelaigwijolamngomlozi.

Me:"nextcouldbeyourtongue,orear...oryour

manhood"

Mabhuti:"ndcel'xolobhuti,ndcel'xooooloyhooo"

Me:"usebenzelabani.Thatsalliwannaknow"

Mabhuti:"biyionceoffbhuti...andimsebenzelihepaid

mejustforthisjobbhuti"

Me:"whopaidyou"?

Mabhuti:"NguTaZakesgrootman"



Zakes seriously?

Me:"UfunantonieGoliuZakhele"?

Wathula...Phofuwagcumelangaphakathi.

Me:"Idon'tbelieveyou,uZakheleuyayaziindaw'yakhe.

Whywouldheevensendandamateurtodohis

work"?

Mabhuti:"youcantakemyphoneuyofundaku

WhatsAppbhutiifyoudon'tbelieveme"

Ipocketedhim,foundhisphoneandreadthe

conversationhehadwithZakes...Wow.Umntu

unyamalalaforawhilekuveleiitruecharacters

zabantu,cometothinkofit...IneededtopayZakes

afriendlyvisit.

Me:"ayt...SeeyouwhenIcan'tavoidtoseeyou"



Mabhuti:"ha-bhut'taBeast.Ithoughtyousaidyou're

gonnaletmego"

Me:"youthoughtwrong"

Mabhuti:"pleasebra...Ndizohlalandenzentoniapha"?

Me:"I'msurelamajitawillmakeyourtimeworthwhile

"

Gqibandamshiya,Ipermittedthegentstobegreat

hoststohimNokolingabinesithukutheziindwendwe

lethubekhona.
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IdrovetomyapartmentandgotcleanedupItook

Mabhuti'sphoneandlookedforZakhele'saddress

andnumberthenIdidmyshortresearchonhim...

Thingsthatmighthavechangedinmyabsencethen

Iloadedmybagndangenaestratweni.Idrove

straighttohishouse...Ihadtwopistolsonboth

calf's,twoinbothboots,oneonmybackandthree

pocketknifes,andascrewdriver.AsInearedthe



hoursIstoppedthecar,gotoutandremovedthe

registrationnumbercozezakheiimotozihamba

ngaphandlekwenumberplates...Ihootedatthe

gateonceyavulekaigate.Therewasoneguardby

thedoor,Iparkedandjustsatinthecarwaitingto

seewhatexactlywilltheguarddo.Aftertenminutes

hespokeinawalkie-talkie,afterafewsecondshe

removedagunfromit'spouchonhiswaistthen

walkedstraighttomycar.Iattachedthesilencerto

thefrontofmygun,openedthedoorandfiredthe

firstshotwawaphantsi.Iwalkeduptothefrontdoor

andankqonkqozandavelandagalelekaokwamanzi

omthomboophuphumayo...

Lihle:"ha-...TaB..."

Me:"Lihle"

Lihlejustfroze.

Ilookedather,thenbothoureyesracedtothe

phoneonthecoffeetablendayiqondabasicinga

intwenyesotoavoiddrama,Ijustfiredashot



yaphasalakayazipiecesgqibandamjonga.

Lihle:"TaBeast...Ak-uZak-"

Againshejustfroze,Iwatchedinsilenceasurine

drippeddownhergreytightstothefloor.

Me:"tellyourboyfriendtolookformeandifumane

beforetheendoftoday...Ukubandikhe

ndamkhangelangokwamuyaw'kwenza

intwengaphezukoz'chamela"

ThenIwalkedout,Ibumpedontoanotherguardat

thedoor.Hepointedmewithagunontheforehead

Guard:"you'vecrossedtheline..."

Ichuckled...NdaskendevauLihlebehindmecalling

thisguy:"Philanimyeke...He'sjustlookingfor

Zakes"



Guard:"heshotReeboLee,Reeboisdeadobviously

nguye.I'mgonnablowhismindtoo"

Lihle:"Philbra...Please.Zakeswilldealwiththis"

Guard:"taZakestrusteduswithyourlifeLee...

Uyayazikakaendizobakuyowhenhegetshereand

findsReeboinapoolofblood"?

Lihle:"uyayazikakaozakubakuyoifyoudon'tletta

Beastgo?"

Wagxadazelawabuy'umvauPhilaniwandiqwalasela,

blinkingkaninzi.

Guard:"ButtaB...HaymanLeesudlalakanje...like,U

surethisishim?"

Me:"congratulationsPhilaniyou'veliterallywasted

fifteenminutesofmytime"

Waskewankonka...



Me:"andthisisforholdingmeatgunpoint..."

Ndamfakaintlamvuphez'konyawowaxhuma...Nje

umothusa ,uyaw'hambangecrushesforawhile

buthe'lldefinitelyremembermyfaceforlife.Igotin

mycaranddroveout...

Imissedmybabies allofthemmostspeciallythe

newbatchbutIcouldn'tseethemndinomsindo

onjena.SingavelasilwenoLuthando...andIdidn't

wantthat.AtleastwhenIcalledherearlierubuhlile

nokolamsindowobandithemabayekwaKeri

ngobusuku...Nokwanauyacengekaumnkam.Xa

ethanda .IwentstraighttotheShisanyamandathi

makuvalwe...ThenIwenttotheoffice,everywhere

wasemptybesidesthesafessoIemptiedthem

ndaphuma.NdagilekakuPolo

Marc:"Bigguy"

Me:"MarcusSmith"

Marc:"youlookgood"



Me:"thankstoyoursister"

Ndithethandisiyaemotweniyammna,hewas

followingbehindme.

Me:"hoekanekjouhelp"?

Marc:"Ijustwantedtoapologizetoyoutoo...For

choosingGhostoveryou"

Me:"we'renotinpreschoolPolo,you'reagrownman

andI'msureyouhadyourreasons.Youdon'towe

meanapology...Life'sajungle,amansgottahustle"

Helookedshocked,thenclearedhisthroat.

Marc:"sowegood"?

Me:"asfarasIknowyes"

Marc:"thankyou"

Me:"cheers"



Idroveoutesamephaya,sigqibilemosuthetha

ayikhoenyeincokoyethu.Igottotheapartmentand

calledmywifeafterdowningthreeshotsof

Hennessey.

Luu:"LuthandoGwala"

Me:"LuthandoGwalawam"

Luu:"uphimfondini"?

Me:"I'matthecrib...Sortingoutafewthings.Nise

grand"?

Luu:"seriously"?

Me:"Imissmybabies"

Luu:"urightkaloku.Babywhat'sgoingonngoku?"

Me:"don'tstressyourselfaboutthis,it'snothingI

can'thandle"

Luu:"soyouwon'ttellmewhat'sgoingon"?

Me:"I'mtrynaprotectyouheremamakhe,youand



thekids.Thelessyouknow,thebetter"

ShemumbledsomethingbutIwasn'tgonnaaskba

uthini seyirightndingayiva.

Me:"awundikhumbulikengokuwenababy"?

Luu:"ndizokhumbulantoninakuweNqaba"?

Me:"haibo,ungand'xelelibauJosephsekuzamelei

ouyomlungukutheniawayazibamawukhumbule

ntoniemyeniniwakho"?

Luu:"ndizay'thinii-ouyomlunguizoconfuser

abantwanabam"?

Me:"nyhanike"

Luu:"butukhonalondiyomphakelarightnow,he'sa

Zulubusinessmannokonokoakakudangancam

aphakuwe"

Me:"don'tevenwastehistimebaby...Akanolenza

ixesha"

Luu:"he'sbeenaskingformynumberyazbabyoko



efikileandIwasthinkingofgivinghimyours"

Me:"nomnikeeyakhomntuwam,givehimthefirst

threelettersumxelelebathenextfourifumaneka

kwaJaguar,andthelastzifumanekakwaLand

Rover"

Shecrackedup Idon'tknowwhather

laughterwasdoingtome,immediatelyehlekaIjust

feltwarmthdeepinside.

Luu:"souyandipimperbaby"?

Me:"nobabybutasinamotocummonnow,xausithi

he'sabusinessmannokomakazameu-lineocacayo

kaloku"

Luu:"phofuke,nokoI'vegrownpasttheflowersand

chocolates.Infact,ngumsebenziwakholowo"

Me:"kwayendiwenzangomzimbaongenaxhala"

Luu:"mh,ndizoyenzakantilentouyithethayoyaz

tatakhe.Ingakuxakike"



Me:"babyubesurekeiimpephazithiwenakuyo

yonkelonto...Njeng'banaweusithimna,nam

ndisithiwena.Ubusinessmanmakakhupheimali

qhayena"

Shelaughedagain,WhywasLuthandolaughingat

me?Iwasseriousthough ‍♂ObviouslyJoe

andKerimusthavetoldtheirfriendthatLuthandois

amarriedwomanbutubusinessman(ifhereally

exists )uyashelaanyway,makasheleke.Sizodla

ngayethinanobaby weneedcars nowe

don'tneedem,wewantcars .Ifweneededthem

we'dhavethemalreadywecanactuallyaffordthem.

AftertalkingtoherItookanap...Waitingonthisguy

toshowup.

Myphonerang...

Me:"Zakhele"

Wathicwaka...Ihungup.Being"dead"hadbeena



privilegetomeinthiscase,itwasworkingonmy

advantage.Zakescalledagain,

Me:"Idon'thavealldaykendodangokubendishiya

umyalezoIsaidndikhangele...Youdecidetocallme"

Zakes:"taBeastgrootman...Uhm,singadibanaphi

bigguy.Igotyourmessage"

Me:"uqaleniniungandaziaphondihlalakhona"?

Zakes:"asinodibanainapublicplacetaBeast"?

Me:"theonlypublicplaceIknowoffismy

Shisanyamawhichisclosedbecauseyoudecidedto

dipyourhandwhereitdoesn'tbelong.Or,ufuna

ndizekwakho"?

Zakes:"ha.ano,no,notaBeast.I'llcometoyou"

Me:"youhave3minutes27seconds"

Zakes:"yh-"

Ihungup



Don'thavetimeforsissies .
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Igotupandgearedforthisguy...Iwasn'tjoking

kanti,3minutesand27secondswasallIcouldgive

him.After3minutesIlockedmyhouse,gotinmy

carandusedthat27secondsdrivingoutofthat

parkinglotasIdroveofftohishouse..Iplantedfour

explosivesonallfourcornersofhisyard,poured

dieselfuelathisfrontgatethenndayohlala

emotweniyamatafairdistance.Exactlyafterfifteen

minuteshecalledme...Ipickedupthecallandjust

listened

Zakes:"taBeast...GrootmanIknowyougaveme

threeminutes,butbhut'tayamuyayaziitrafficyase

Joburg"

Icheckedmywatch...Mh

Zakes:"ndcelauvuleI'matthedoor"



Me:"ndcelauvuleI'matthegate"

Zakes:"Gate?Gate...Haibogrootmanyou'reatmy

crib?Please,pleasetellmeyou'renotatmyplace

bhuddayamgrootman"

Me:"...andyouhave10secondstoopenthisgateor,

I'llopenitmyself"

Zakes:"ohhaytaBeastbrayam...Haybrayamyho

hayndyak'celagrootmandon'tdothis"

Me:"yourtimeisup"

Ihungup,revvedmycarandActivatedthe

explosives.ItookalookatmyrearviewandIcould

seethefiresblowinguponallfourcornersofthe

mansion,I'msureitwasnew.Umnkakwamaphau

Zakhelendamshiyaengahlaliaphatu...Cabaurheme

uzenzeleulifeeJoburginthisshortperiod

mnkq.AsIdroveoff,Isawacardrivingtowardsme

onhighspeedandIknewit'shimuleqaprobably

ujongauLihleorhedidn'tbelievethatIreallywasat

hiscrib.Assoonashiscarneared,Ibrightenedmy

headlightsobviouslyblindinghimonpurposethenI



watchedashiscarswervedoutoftheroad,rolled

downwardsandstoppednearatree.Irevvedback,

rolleddownmywindowandwatchedhimcrawl

underitbecausethewheelsweregreetingthe

clouds...

Me:"Zakhele"?

Hestoppedandlistened...Ibrightenedmy

headlightsyetagainandwatchedhimcoverhiseyes.

Me:"moneyhasgottenintoyourheadhuh"?

Zakes:"gro-ouch.TaB-...Itriedtomakeyourtime

but-"

Me:"zusoleuy'ncokolelauBraKillalonto"

Iremovedonemoreexplosive,activateditandthrew

itathiscar,hewasjustatarmslengthfromitand

judgingbyhispositionngokuebendiphendulaoneof



hislegswasstillstuckunderthecar...Heprollywas

gonnameethisancestorssoonerthanheimagined.

Idroveawayandheadis'thongakublastainto

‍♂Iwouldn'tknowkebayintonibecausenowmy

focuswasVincent,IwenttobuyhimNandosfamily

mealandheadedtothehospital.Kanyexandingena

inhisward,Inoticedthatthefamilywasgathered

whendidtheyarrive?Bafikelephi?Bavengabani?

Taima:"HehNqabayomziLuthandoGwala"???

Mama:"ubungenomlindaangenemhlawumbi"?

Taima:"hehkhawumenantsika...HehNq-"

Mama:"ungakulingekeunditshatshalazemna"

Ndasukandaxakwaemnyango...Sihlewasstanding

nexttoVincelookingworried,Kuhlewasn'there.

Ghost:"ngenandoda,ignorethem.Okobebesenza

lento"



Taima:"ignoreus?Hehkwedini"

Ghost:"haiketaima"

Vincewasgrinning,cabaumandelweyilento

yenzekayoapha.

Me:"molweni...Ndiyanibonanisemandleni"

Taima:"kuthenielelaphauVincent,Nqabayomzi"?

Me:"youcancallmeNqabataima,akubikhongxaki"

Taima:"ndikufakeimpamaulibelekukubacocky,

nowanswerme"

Mama:"yhuawusenadrama,aw'senadrama

Nqobimpiyintoni"

Me:"ubumtyisantoniemontinamakhuluusuke

watyheliumhlekazi"

Theguyslaughed...HeknewwhyVincewasthere,I

wasn'tgonnabreakitdownbeforethefamily.



Motherdearneverraisedathug,sheraiseda

businessmogul soIwasn'tgonnadiscussmy

shadyshenanigansinfrontofhertu.Itwasactually

"nice"havingthewholefamilyinoneplacebutIhad

thingstodoandbeingherewasjustawasteoftime

formexabekhona.

Me:"Ntwanandizophondandishayeiroundpha

eskhathini,mandibaleke"

Vince:"surebra"

Mama:"haibouleqaphiufika"?

Me:"makhuluikhonaenyindawobifanbandiqale

kuyoqhandacingalechapibingenakutya"

Taima:"mnkqmnkq"

Ghost:"mandikukhuphe"

Me:"uncleSish'lemasambe"

Hegotupwithoutsayingaword,thethreeofus

walkedtowheremycarwasparked.



Ghost:"whatreallyhappened"?

Me:"ungakhabeungenachap"

IopenedthecarforSihlewayolindaphawhileI

explainedtoNtandowhatwasreallyhappening.

Uyathandakeubaselekahewasbusyefunauhamba

nathibutIrefused...Icanhandlemyownshitthank

youverymuch

Ghost:"ndizay'nyisaubonanjelantwanauZakhele"

Me:"useleusenzelanathibuthe'snotworththetime,

Ihaveotherthingstofocuson"

Ghost:"like"?

Me:"you"

Ghost:"me?Ndenzeningoku"?

Me:"nizobalaphaforhowlong?I'mstilldeadkaloku

mjitaandyoubeingherewillblowmycover"



Helaughed...

Ghost:"bazalibakhowantedtoseethekidsbefore

bajikebutI'mflyingbacktonight"

Me:"beforebajike...KantiUhambaniniutatakho

ubuyelaebafazinibakhe"?

Ghost:"uzumbuze...Andicingiuz'vulelailitye

elinembovanemna"

Me:"andinandawoyolalakemnaubaxelele,and

uLuthandonabantwanabakwaKeri...Khangenitsho

futhibaniyeza"

Ghost:"mh,andingenindawoI'lltellnozalatocall

you...Yhemanbeforeyougo,whenlastdidyousee

lamntanauLibhongo"?

Me:"notsolongago,why"?

Wakhewathula...Asifthinking.



Me:"earthtoNtandoplease"

Ghost:"IthinkIsawsomeonewholooksexactlylike

her,butomithiyo"

Me:"couldhavebeenher,she'spregnant"

Ghost:"haibo"!

‍♂

Ghost:"lamntanauneoungoku?Pleasedon'ttellme

ubuyelekuVince Doyouknowwho'sthefather"?

Ndavulaimotoyam...

Me:"nope...AndIdon'tcare.She'sabeautiful

woman,hopefullywhoevertheniggais...Ngumntu

ogrand,cheers"

Idroveoffndimbonabahe'sdisappointed.But...I

don'trecallhimtellingherhowhefeelsabouther,he

didn'treallyexpecthertojustwaitaroundasifan

angelwasgonnasendheramanenguyestraight



fromheaven.Idroverightintotownandstoppedat

McDonald'ssohlikanalechapokoithecwaka,we

orderedamealthenwaited.

Me:"usharp"?

Henod...

Me:"usure"?

Helookedupandfakedasmile

Me:"uzabagrandlechapdon'tstressyourselfabout

him"

Sihle:"I'mnotworriedabouthim,I'mworriedabout

us"

Me:"oh"?

Sihle:"howsafearewekulaDurbanbra?Weknowxa

ezizintozenuziqalilenooneisreallysafe...Kukho

naleloosecannonontheotherhand"

Me:"loosecan-who'sthat"?



Sihle:"bhut'Ntando.Yhoazandimboneumntuongena

selfcontrollikethatguy"

Me:"we'recreateddifferentlytobedifferent"

Sihle:"guessyouunderstandhimbetter,he'syour

twinafterall"

Ididn'twannaaskwenzentoniuntandobutIcould

tellikhona.MyconcernwasSihle'sowntwin.

Me:"whydidn'tUncleKaycomeup"?

Sihle:"abavanincamnobra...He'llcomeupinaday

ortwo"

Me:"whathappenedbetweenthem"?

Sihle:"grudgesIthink...Andifuninoy'ngenabecause

xabephindebavanabazovanangabantu"

Me:"Isee"

WehadourmealthenIcalledmywife...Ididn'twant



SihletospendsomuchtimewithVince,orhisdad.

Luu:"nigga"?

Me:"niggay'allstillgood"?

Luu:"wesurvivin'you"?

Me:"I'mcool...Look,I'mwithuncleSish'lecanIdrop

himoffkuniI'llcomefetchhimlater"?

Luu:"iseverythingokay"?

Me:"allsgoodmamakhe,hejustcametoseeVince.I

justdon'twanthimtobeinthatdepressing

environmentthewholeday"

Luu:"ooh,I'lltextyoutheaddressjustnow"

Me:"thankyou...Seeyoujustnow"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup,IthenwenttodrophimoffkwaKeriand

Igottoseemywife whomadesurethatshe

sendsmetoeveryerrandrunningshecouldthinkoff



‍♂butIwasn'tcomplaining.Oneoftheerrands

wastogotothenewhouseandcheckontheinterior

decoratorsprogress...Wasn'tgonnadothatatall,

butbendingazothethalontokuye.I'dliketobelieve

xaufunaintoentle,andperfectyoubecomealil

patient.Sheknewthat,butIbetshewasjust

frustratedyilentoyohlalakomnyumzi...AndI

understoodthatfrustration,Imissedmyfamily.My

phonerangndisaphephetheka,Ididn'tevengetto

checkthroughcallerIDIjustanswered...

Me:"sure"

Owe:"tata...Isthatyou"?

Now...Thetrickypartinallofthisplaying"dead"

situationwasthatIneverreallyaskedbaxelelwe

ntoniabantwana.ObviouslyOwewasn'tcallinghis

"dad"butme...SomaybeheknewI'malive.
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Owe:"hello"?



Me:"heybigguy...Unephonenangoku"?

Owe:"ewetata,yhookowawumnkilewathiumama

you'regoingawayonbusinessawaphindawabuya"

SoIwasn'tdeadtohim that'sarelief.

Me:"yhondodayazndiyafikangoku"

Owe:"yhuuuutataixeshaelingaka"?

Me:"well,that'swhatreallyhappenswhenyougrow

up"

Owe:"Isee...SowhencanIvisit?ImissooUbano

mama"

Me:"erh...I'llhavetotalktoyourmotherfirst.Lo

uhlalanaye"

Owe:"noakhoneedtata,I'lltellhermyself.Justask

umamatofetchmefromschool"

Ilaughedatthisguy...Atthebackofmymindthis



hurtmekancincibecauseitfeltlikehe"needed"to

getawayfromhishome Icouldbewrong,itcould

onlybebecausehejustmissedusbutIcouldn't

ignorewhatIwasfeeling.OweisnotlikeSino...He

oozesmaturitywodlulanabantuabadalathatIknow

off.

Me:"kalokundodawe'reinJoburgokwangoku...If

youcomehereit'llhavetobetheDecemberholidays

uhlalekewonele"

Owe:"wait...NiseJoburg?Nomama?Youguys

relocated"?

Me:"yesbigguy,wesoldthehousetouncleSoso"

Owe:"ooohokay.YhotataakakudeuDecember"

Me:"letsstrikeadeal..."

Owe:"mkay"?

Me:"I'llcomebyandseeyouthisweekend,onone

condition"



Hescreamedforasplitsecondgqibayaz'buyisa

lantoyacalmasifnothingjusthappened ‍♂

Owe:"buttatayoucan'tbegivingmeconditions"

Me:"haike..."

Owe:"okayokay...What'sthecondition"?

Me:"askyourmomtodropyouattheairportI'llpick

youupandbringyoubackSundayevening"

Owe:"done"

Me:"seeyouSaturdaythen"

Owe:"yessir,pleasesavemynumberketatabut

knowI'mnotavailableduringschoolhours,andafter

eight...Justputtingitoutthere"

Me:"noted"

Hechuckledandhungup,kutheniingathiukhule

overnjengalomzuzwana?IcalledLuthando...



Luu:"hm"?

IcouldhearoneofthebabiescryingbutIdidn't

focusonthat.Kwaihloboekusatyelwengayoiphone

ibizixelanjekuxakekiwe...

Me:"uOwewantstovisitusfortheweekend"

Luu:"nocando"

Me:"IalreadysaidI'llfetchhimnjebaby"

Luu:"urightkaloku"

Me:"usewathethakabuhlunguyazimamakhe"

Luu:"Uzobakhonawenangeweekend?Bythen

sizobesihlalaphi"?

Me:"Idon'tknowforsureyetbu-"

Luu:"mamelakesthandwasame,firstbesureukuba

sizobesiphiANDuzabakhonathenyoucanfetch

himotherwiseI'mnotgonnababysitsixchildren

ndedwa"



Me:"baby"

Luu:"hm"?

Me:"awumkhumbuliuOwentando"?

Luu:"babyI'mprettysureuyamvabauyakhalauIyazi

aphaverysoonkuzotshoi-choirsoIhavetohangup

ngoku"

Me:"sondiyomthathaneh"?

Luu:"mnk"

Shehungup sonowIwasforcedtodrivepastour

newhousetoseetheprogress,lentobendingafuni

ukuyenzayilebendiyenzaonlybecauseitmade

senselentoebeyibuzaubabe.NdimsaphiuOwe

behlalaemzinikwabonaoLuthando?Laterthatday

Iwenttocheckitoutndafikabegqibei-

lounge,kitchenanddiningareaqha.Therestofthe

housewasprobablygonnatakethemaboutfourto

fivemoreweeksbecausemywifehada'specific'

feelandthemethatsherequestedandmostofthe

itemsneededtoachievethatwereonlyarrivingin



thenextweek.Well,Icouldn'tcancelwithOwe

ngoku...SenethembaandIwasn'tgonnacrushhim.I

continuedwithmybusinessasnormalthenItooka

drivetothewarehouselaterinthenight...Iwalkedin

andtheguyswerepolishingweaponskuthecwaka,

butIcouldsmellzigqibotshaya.

Me:"gents"

Them:(mumbling)

‍♂

IwenttothemiddleoftheroomwhereMabhutiwas,

hewassleepingsoIlefthimandwenttothebar

fridgeontheothersideofthewarehousendakhupha

i-bucketlamanziabandayoandaddediceblocks

ndayakuyendamvasangawowothukawakhala

Me:"mnkmnk,awumanziMabhutiyintoningathi

awuyondoda"



Mabhuti:"yhohaytaBeastbrakhayekegrootman"

Itookacigar,lititupandpulledachairsajongana.I

tookacoupleofpuffsandchilledjustlookingat

him...

Me:"Uyaw'makhelaniniunyokousityaimaliyegazi

namankazananje"?

Helookedatmeasiftryingtosearchforsomething.

Me:"kuqhuqhekanepaintcabayayipeachngoko"

Mabhuti:"ukwazelaphiekhaya...Wait"

Me:"yazawungomzekeloMabhuti,lamfaziwakuzala

wakukhulisaesokolauthiwobhadlaubhadlelanaye"

Mabhuti:"taBeast..."

Me:"andhereIthoughtunengqondwanakantifokol...

Butdon'tworry,I'mgonnaschoolyouboyboy"



Ismokedhalfthecigarndayicima,Icalledtwoguys

tohelpmechainhimagainstthewallarmsspread

apart.Hewasmakinganoisehaulingandcrying,I

tookasjambokandbeatthehelloutofhimandonly

stoppedwhentheguysbroughtinbucketsoficed

waterbamvasangawo

Me:"mabhuti"

Hewashauling,hisvoiceevengettinghoarse.

Me:"ndizak'bizaokok'gqibelakekwedini...Mabhuti"

Mabhuti:"ta-ta-taB-B-Beast"

Me:"whoareyouworkingfor"?

Mabhuti:"a-a-and'spanelimntubrayam"

Me:"undenzais'bhanxa"?



Isjambokedhimagain,andizogezelwangoo

mabhutiinmygame.Iknewverywellthathewasn't

workingforZakhelealone,baninziandkwathemere

factthattheytargetMYspotthatmeantbaninziand

bazithembile.IbeathimupuntilIwasphysically

tired,myarmsachesthenIjustwatchedastheguys

splashedicecoldwateronhim.Whenweweredone

wewenttothetableandgatheredaround...

Me:"nigrand"?

Them:"mojagrootman"

Me:"good,becauseyouhaveworktodo"

Them:"showtaBeast"

Me:"firstofall,Ineedtoknowwhowasgiving

Zakheleorders;secondlyIneedy'alltobringthat

persontome...Lastly,fumigatethecity.Ican'thave

ratslikeMabhutisniffingupmybusinesses.Make

sureyoudoathoroughcleanup...Ezizinjamaziyazi

ubazisemhlabeniwerhamncwaforreal"



Zavumaiintwanazam...

Me:"IneedthreevolunteerstogotoCapeTown"

Kwathicwaka...

Me:"andizocengandodakendimshiyengaphakude

umnkam,ifyouknowwhyyou'rehereuzakuzifunela

ngokwakhoukwenzaumsebenzi...Xazikhonaezo

volunteerszind'tatshe"

IgrabbedmycarkeysandlookedatMabhutithen

backtotheguys...

Me:"punishhim...Kodwandimfunaesaphilaksasa"

ThenIwalkedout...Myphonerang



Me:"mamakhe"?

Luu:"babyuSosoukuwe"?

Me:"uTitusakayangaBhayikanti"?

Luu:"heh...Hisphoneisonvoicemail"

Me:"he'sprobablyflyingkalokunje,whydoyou

soundanxious"?

Luu:"therewasaplanecrash,Landilecalledmekuba

engamfumaniuSoso...It'salongstorytatakhebutI

needtogetholdofhim.Like...Asinyesterday"

Me:"okayndizokhendimzame"

Luu:"enkosibabe"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...Itriedcallingtheniggabutyangena

straightkuvoicemailsoIcalledYarees...

Yarees:"bigguy"?

Me:"niggausharp"?



Yarees:"mojakuwe"?

Me:"mojaskeem,umgqibeleniniuTitus"?

Yarees:"earliertoday,ebengumntuosendlelenieyae

airport"

Me:"hm,hisphoneisonvoicemail,uLuthando

uthethanangeplanecrash"

Yarees:"hayman...Yazkhangendiy'hoyekelento

Yaleplanecrash.Andheeee...Hecouldhavebeenin

thatflightyazbigguy"?

Me:"eish...Don'tyouknowfriendsofhisaph'eJozi

endinomkhangelakuzo"?

Yarees:"khanimbuzekuLibo,mhlambiulibaziseke

phayamphosaiflight"

Me:"Libowaphi?Pleasesendhernumber"

Yarees:"uLibobralouphakulashopkaMrs"

Me:"uLibhongo?Haysukauzawmazelaphibauphi

uSoso"?

Yareeschuckled...



Yarees:"longstorybruhyam"

Ndakhendathula...

Me:"mkay,sharp"

Yarees:"sharpta"

Idrovestraighttotheboutique...whywouldYarees

saymaybeuSosoulibazisekekuLibo?Baqalenini

ubazichomi?

Me:"hehuTitus...angayenzanalonto"?

WhatifhesthefatherofLibo'sunbornchild?Heh!
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SoIcontinuedmyquestontryingtofindLwandiso

butIwasreallylimitedbecauseasfarasIknow

uSosowazithinaaph'eJoburgand,Ididn'tknowthis

girlfriendofhisemithiyoso...Itwassomekindofa

whirlwindsearch.WhenIcouldn'tlocatehimIhadto

callhisbrother...

Laa:"Tee"

Me:"andifumaniuSoso"

Laa:"Haybo"

Me:"Ialsojustfoundoutthattherewasaplane

crashearliertoday...FlightfromJoburgtoEast

London"

Laa:"hayman...KhayekekhendikhangeleuYarees

bramaybeuyamazibaangaphi"

Me:"pleasecallmebackifumfumene"

Laa:"willdo"

Wehungup



IwenttoKeri,IwasworriedkengokunguSoso

wabantu.

Keri:"heey"

Me:"hey...Uhm,where'sJoe"?

Keri:"hewenttoviewtheconstructionsighthe'llbe

purchasing.Why"?

Me:"I'mtryingtogetholdofSoso...I'mnotsure

whereitcouldbe"

Keri:"triedhiscell"?

Me:"yesit'sonvoicemailand,theplanethathewas

supposedtobeincrashedearliertoday"

Keri:"what?No...But...I'msurehisfamilywould

knowifhewasinthatcrash"

Me:"wellhistwincalledme...Hedoesn'tknow"

KerijoinedmeinthesolemmoodIhadjustacquired

Ididn'twanttothinktheworstbutIwasvery

uneasyaboutthiswholething,Itookmyphoneand



walkedtotheporch.UyawzeumdingeuNqabayomzi

abeengekhotu Isatdownandcalledhim...

Wasabelasendincama.

Beast:"mntuwarmndlelalendib-"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup sgqukruebendinasoemvakoko.Why

couldn'thejusthearmeoutogqibaemvakoko

atshokebaubusy?Iknowhe'sbusy,IknowItold

himaboutSosoearlierbutnowthisismoreserious

andwecouldn'tjustbebusyzezethuizinto

singamaziunyanakaTitusuphiwhenSirTitus

droppedeverythingandcametoourrescueduring

thatKaroosaga.Wejustcouldn't.Hedialedme

back...

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"haibowhydidyouhangup"?



Me:"didn'twannadisturbyou"

Beast:"Luthando"

Ndathula...Bendihluphekenyhaniemphefumlweni

ubonanje.ThethoughtofnotseeingLwandiso

Icouldn'tevenfathomit.Ndizophilaphi?

Njani,nabani?Icouldn't LordknowsIcouldn't

beabletohandlelifenjewithoutLwandiso.

Beast:"ulilelaningokuLuthando?"

Me:"haveyoufoundSosoyet"?

Beast:"ha.andsamkhangelabutisekhonainto

endibusyyiyorightnow.I'mprettysurehe'ssafe

manbabywhereverheis...Stopworryingyourself"

Me:"okayNqaba"

Iforcedthatanswerout,andIknewhefeltit.



Beast:"Luukaloku"

Me:"lookit'sokayenzalentouyenzayougqibe,I'll

keepontryinghimtoo"

Beast:"Ndiyeza"

Me:"don't...Please"

Beast:"ndiyeza"

hehungup

Goodness.IreturnedtoKeri,shewascryingbutas

soonasIwalkedinwavelawakhawlezisaandwiped

hertearswiththebackofherhand.

Me:"Bigsis..."

Keri:"sitdown"

Isatrightacrossher...Shelookedatme,thenather

hands.

Me:"what'sgoingon"?



Keri:"Iuhm...IjustspoketoJoe...He'suhm,he

confirmedthattherereallywasaplanecrash"

Me"and"?

Keri:"Sosowasapass-"

Me:"no"

Keri:"I'msorrybaby"

Me:"noKerino.WhotoldJoe?Howsurearethey?I

refusetoacceptthat"

Keri:"hecheckedattheairportdepartures,Titus

Lwandisowasamongthepassengerswhoboarded

theplane"

Me:"Kerinoplease..."

Itriedtosummarizeeverythingshejusttoldmeand

justasifalightbulbwentonIfelttearsstreaming

downmyface.IknewitwaspossiblebutbutIdidn't

wannabelieveit.Shemovedfromherseattomy

ownandhuggedmetightly.



Keri:"hey,wedon'tknowforsurewhathappenedto

him.Let'snotjumptoconclusion"

Me:"Keriwhathappenswhenthere'saplanecrash"?

Keri:"it'spossiblethathedidn'tdieTrina"

MnximuKeri.AsIwasstillcrying,weheardahooter

outside.Kerilookedatme...

Me:"couldbemyhusband"

Keri:"heknowsthisplace?Oryoudirectedhim"?

Me:"Ididn't...Buthedidsayhe'scoming"

Keriwasshockedthatmyhusbandcouldjustfind

herhousesingamxelelangadirections,Iwasn't

‍♀Iknowthisguy.Icleanedmyselfup..Pointless

becauseIwasjustamessnje.

Beast:"hey"



Ilookedup...Hesatdownnexttome,Iglancedover

hisshoulderandsawKeriinthekitchen.

Beast:"I'msorry"

Me:"forwhat"?

Beast:"IjustcamefromtheairportuSoso-"

Me:"Sosoisn'tdeadtatakhe,youpeoplejustneedto

digalilhardernizomfumana"

Beast:"Luu"

Me:"Yazbandinohambandiz'khangeleleuLwandiso

ndingamfumana?"

Beast:"Ididn'tsayhe'sdead,Isaidhewasonthat

planethatcrashed.Kutshoiiofficialsattheairport

mamakhe"

Ndalilakemna...Iwasinaterriblestate.Whywere

theygivingupsoeasily?Sosowouldn't...



Me:"IneedtocallFaith"

Beast:"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodtime"

Me:"it'stheperfecttime"

IdialedFaith...Herphonerangwithoutanyone

answering,Itriedagainthreetimes,Itriedher

husbandbutnoonewasanswering.SuddenlynowI

washavingdifficultieswithbreathing...

Me:"tatakhendcelauzameutatakaSosotorho,you

don'thavetosayanythingI'lltalktohim"

HetookhisphoneoutandcalledSirTitus...Wazama

wancama,IcalledLandilendamncamakwayena.I

swearibingathindiyaphambanakwavelakwakho

isizungukwakulendlu.

Keri:"here'schamomiletea"



Igotupandwentto"myroom"ndanxiba,Nqaba

followedandjustwatchedmendanxibandagqiba

okoethecwaka.UntilIheadedtowardsthedoor...

Beast:"SibongileTrinaliqueLuthandoGwala"

Ijustlookedathimwithoutsayingaword.

Beast:"khaw'hlalephantsi"

Me:"tat-"

Beast:"please"

Isatdown,lookingatthewindow.

Beast:"uzawfikauthinikulendawoufunuyakuyoxa

uthegqingesidumbusikaTitus?Ifhe'snotdead,

he'sprobablyatthehospital,kwezizingakakweli

Rhawutiuzoqalakwesiphiumkhangela?That'sif



he'sadmittedkwakuzo.Look,Iknowyou'rehurting

butcanwepleaseberationalhere?"

Me:"youdon'tunderstandyazNqaba,problemhere

isthatyoudon'tunderstand"

Waphakamawavulaucangoandlookedatme...

Beast:"hambake,butdomeafavourungandifouneli

mnawhenyoucan'thandlewhateveritwillbele

uzaw'gilananayo"

Me:"You'renotbeingfair"

Beast:"I'mbeingrational.Lentoungafuniyo

ukuyenza"

Isulked...Ihadthishugelumpinmythroat,Ididn't

wannacryngokubutthetearswerejustpushingand

pushingndasukandaphakamaandwenttothe

bathroomndazivalelaphayanaforaboutthree

minutesthenKericamelookingformendamvulela

sahlalaphasajongana.



Keri:"I'msuresomeonewillcallyouifanythinghas

happenedtohim"

Me:"it'sthewaitingthat'sgettingtome"

Keri:"hanginthere..."

Isighed...

Me:"KeriwhatifSosoisdead"?

Keri:"let'snotthinkaheadofourselvesbaby,he

mightnotbe"

Me:"it'shardnotto"

Keri:"Iunderstand,gotalktoyourhusband.He's

stressedtoo...Youshouldn'tbefightingeachother

rightnow"

Me:"yhoKeri...IfeellikeI'mfailingSosobyjust

sittinghere"

Keri:"weunderstandbut,there'snotmuchtodoright

now.Allwecandoiswait"



Solindantonibethuna?Umphanga?Butwhy

ababantubabinibengayivalentondiyivayomna?

‍♀.Weleftthebathroom,Nqabawastalkingon

hisphonesoKerijustleftusalone.Isatthereand

waiteduntilhefinished.

Beast:"SirTituscalled..."

Me:"oh...Uthini?PleasetellmeugranduSosoapho

akhoyo"

Hejustcametositnexttome,andattemptedtohug

meIpulledback.

Me:"Babe...Pleaseneh...Ndiyakucela"

Beast:"HeconfirmedthatSosowasindeedinvolved

inthatplanecrash.Bafounelwenabobythe

authoritiessotheyareontheirwaybezaaph'e

Joburg"



Me:"okay...butlike,uSosoyenausaphila"?

Beast:"hewouldn'tsay"

IlookedatNqaba...Uxelewenjeinyani.Whywould

hebestressedkantiakayaziwhathappenedtoSoso?

Hewasdefinitelyhidingsomethingfromme
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Iclosedmyeyestryingmybestnottooverthink

yonkelento,ItriedmybesttoberationalasNqaba

wassayingbutha.anaman:Iwasfailing.Mymind

wasmystrongeryetweakestlink,itwasover

workingthatexactmoment.Igotupandpacesup

anddownforacoupleofsecondsthenIstopped

andlookedatNqaba

Me:"pleasecallhimagain"

Beast:"who"?

Me:"tatakaSoso,ndfunauthethanaye"



Helookedatmeforawholeminutebeforedialing

thenhegavemethephone.

Me:"hello"?

Titus:"Sibongile,unjanisisi"?

Me:"I'mnotokay...TakaSosopleasebehonestwith

me,kwenzekantoni"?

Hesighed...

Titus:"wearenotsuremntanam"

Me:"uphiuFaith"?

Titus:"ey,andimazi.I'vebeentryingtocallhernaye

akafumaneki"

Me:"haibo...Ebephilasttimeyoucheckedonher"?

Titus:"ndimazieseChinamna,butshe'ssupposedto

bereturninghomeeithertodayortomorrowmorning

andiyazikengokuxaengafumanekionherphone



too"

Me:"istherenothingyoucando"?

Titus:"mypeopleareonit,don'tworryyourself"

HowcanInotworry?Mnk.Iexhaledandsatonthe

edgeofthebed.

Me:"canIcomewithyoukulendawouyojongakuyou

Soso"?

Titus:"Sibongile..."

Me:"pleasetataI'mgoinginsanehere"

Titus:"whichiswhyyouneedtobeathome,

whatevertheoutcomeuzovangam"

Me:"MrTitustorhwana"

Titus:"mntanamIunderstandyourfrustrationbut

takemyadviceandstayathomefornow,Ipromise

I'llcallyouxakukhointoebambekayo

esiyifumanayo"



Atearrandownmynaturallyblushedcheek,Iwas

defeated.Seriously.Theirwasnothingmoretodo,to

say.

Me:"okay.Thankyou"

Titus:"alright"

IhungupandgaveNqabahisphone,Iwenttostand

bythewindowandweptinsilence.Myheartwasina

millionpieces whywouldGoddothistome?To

Soso?Esandovabauzobanomntananogal?Hay

ingabaurongokodwauThixo .Ifeltstrongarms

wrappingaroundme,that'swhenIhadatotalbreak

down,Icouldn'tthinkfurther,Icouldn'tthinkpast...I

wasjuststuckandthemostpainfulpartinallofthis

wasthatIcouldn'tdoanything.Ihadtosithereand

waitforsomething,whicheverthingitwasIhadto

sitandwaitforit.



Beast:"sssh!"

Ibrokedownimmensely,itwasreallyhard.Heturned

mearoundsomyfacewasburiedinhischest.

Beast:"thulakalokusthandwasam"

Me:"hecan'td-"

Beast:"sshokay,it'sokay"

Heallowedmetocrymyheartoutthenhewentto

fetchmeaglassofwaterandpainkillers,phofu

ngokuasamnkileyothetripletsdecidedit'snow

"their"time ‍♀bavelabalilabonkengexesha

elinye.Yhundapholaaph'entlokoasItookIyakha

firstchanginghisnappyandbreastfeedinghim

whiletherestwerehaulingandscratchingtheir

vocalcordsngolilelaintoabangayaziyo.Theirfather

walkedinwithauntKerimntungamnye

wazibambelaowakhewathuthuzelawithouteven

askingbakuthenindingabahoyanga.Guessunder



thecircumstancesitwasunderstandable.I

exchangedoneaftertheotherbadebahluthabonke

thenutatabowabalalisawhileIwentdownstairswith

Keri...

Me:"hisdad'shere,confirmedthatSosowasreallya

passengerinthatflightbuthe'llcallmeonce

kubekhoanything"

Keri:"okay"

Me:"butnow,hecan'tgetholdofhiswife:Faith"

Keri:"whereisshe"?

Me:"shewasinChina,apparentlyshe'ssupposedto

returntodayortomorrowmorning"

Keri:"Ihopeshewasn'tinthatflighthey"

IlookedatKeri

Me:"Heeee!Ihopenottooyazi"

Sajongana...Haythiswasbadthough.



Beast:"baphiooUba"?

Me:"backyard"

Hewenttothem..Wabuyanabobonke.

Uba:"mamamsawambautatamthina"

Ilookedattheirfather

Beast:"ndizobabuyisalate"

Keri:"that'sagoodidea"

Me:"whoah,ubasaphi?"

Beast:"ndiyakuphungulelaumthwaloLuu,we'llfind

somewheretogoto.Bakhebabethwengumoya

nabo"

Keri:"lemmecleanthemupforyou"



Keritookallthekidstotheirroom,Nqabawas

gonnatakeKeri'skidstoo.Fearyamkuyoyonke

lentoissafety,simnkekwiapartmentbecausehe

hadreasontobelieveasikhosafebutngokuufuna

uthathaabantwana?Ubasaphi?

Me:"Ithoughtakukhosafeouthere"

Beast:"kubetter"

Me:"Idon'twantarepetitionofwhathappenedin

EastLondonkebabyplease"

Beast:"yesma'am"

uvumanjekubaengafunisiargue'ishelo.

Otherwise.Hecametostandrightinfrontofme,

openingmylegssinceIwassittingonthebarstool

(highchairs),hisonehanddrapedaroundmywaist

whiletheotherliftedmychin

Beast:"promisemeyouwillstayhereuntilIcome

back,ungayiuyokhangelauSosoI'llgotohisfather

ndibuyendizekuwewithwhatevernewshe'lltellme"



Ndakhendathula...Ididn'twannabequicktoanswer

ogqibandenzei-opposite.

Beast:"baby"?

Me:"hm"?

Beast:"Iknowyou'rehurtingandIunderstandyou

feellikeyou'refailingTitusbyjustsittingherebut

mamakhendiyakucelajustdon'tgoanywheretoday.

Please"

Me:"whatareyouafraidof"?

Beast:"andiyazixaenofumanekauzobeekwimeko

enjanilomfana,youdon'tneedanothertraumatic

experience.Letmehandleit"

Hewasright Iwasn'tready.

Me:"Kay.IpromiseI'llwaittohearfromyou"



Beast:"thankyou"

Hekissedme,wekissedthenheldatighthugin

silence.

Uve:"uthenilililenjeumamakho"?

Igiggledfromhisdad'sembrace,banomonake

abantwanabakhe.Asmuchastheyhaveacaring

sidetothem.

Uve:"tatakho"?

Beast:"youngking"?

Uve:"wathuthuzelaumamakho"?

Beast:"ewendoda"

Uve:"utheni"?

Beast:"funuhambanathi"

Uve:"yhoshem.Siwambenayekaloku"

IheardUbatouchingmythigh...Ndamkroba



underneathhisfather'sarmsmiling.

Uba:"mamam"

Me:"hm"?

Uba:"ulilakaloku,zoshiyekanentanazakhoneAunt

Keriqha"

Uve:"shemmamakhoUba"

Uba:"siwambenentanazababywakhotatakho"

"babywakho" ‍♀sifikeniniaphokanene?

Iwasholdingmylaughterwasukawahleka

uNqaba,ndaprutshulukanamkengoku.

Uba:"heeeeekalilangaumamakhoUve"

Bahleka,Kericameoutwithherkidsthenwe

strappedhimemotweniandwatchedthemleave.

Sangenaendliniandtookanicecreamtubsayohlala



elounge.

Keri:"didyouknowthatLuuisdivorcing"?

Me:"What"?

Shechuckledandatetheicecreaminsilence.Oko

ndimjongilewaitingforhertosayshe'sjokingbutno

sana,watyauKeriSmith.Now,Iknowmybrother...

Akenzanganto andfuninova akenzanganix.

IfitwasMarcusI'dsayhe'sinthewrongbutIknow

howLukelovesSive...ifanything,nguSiveorongo

ngokundingeyaziyonke.Nakukwakunzimauxelela

uLukebaunomntana,wadewaxolelaukuba

kungatshatwakubaesoyikauthethainyanitoapoint

thatIhadtointervene surelynangokunguSive

orongoshame.

Me:"Iwonderwhathappened"

Keri:"hesaidhe'lltellmeeverythingwhenhe'shere"



Me:"whenaretheycoming"?

Keri:"Sivehadbeenheresincelastyearalready"

IlookedatKeri...Like,what?Herephi?

Keri:"don'task"

Me:"mnk,ayIwon'taskshame.Ihaveenoughto

stressaboutrightnowI'mnotgonnaaddthemtoo"

Changekubekudala...Myhusbandcalled...

Me:"babe"

Beast:"uphiuKeri"?

Me:"nanku,why"?

Beast:"khamnikeiphone"

Me:"haytatakhethetha,kwenzekantoni"?



WathulauNqaba...

Me:"tatakhesundoyikisatorho"

Beast:"eishbabymani,ndcelaunikeuKeriiphone

sthandwasam"

Me:"babyufileuLwandiso?Yhilontoleinzima"?

Beast:"nomamakhe...YaziLuu..."

Me:"KHAWUTHETHENqabahaibo"!

Beast:"youraunt..Faith,wasinthatplanetoo"

Me:"uyaxooooka"!

Beast:"umzimbawakheufunyenwe...Sengasaphili"

Ndabandangaphakathi...

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"uphiuSoso"?

Beast:"kusakhangelwayenangoku"



Me:"...thanksfortellingme"

Beast:"uzabaright"?

Me:"yeah...Bye"

Ihungup,uKerindamxelelainbetweentears.I

couldn'tbelieveityazi.Icouldn't.
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Isatthereprayingandcryingatthesametime,Keri

beingKeriwascryingwithme.Afteracoupleof

minutesofprayerwejustwaitedinsilence...

Myphonerang...Ijustlookedatthescreenand

sighed,Iwasn'tinthemoodforEvelynsoIjust

mutedthephone.KerilookedatmeIignoredher,my

phonerangagainndavelandayinikauKerishe

lookedatthescreenandswitcheditoff

‍♀.Herphonerang,Eveagain...Wayicima

nayoleyogqibawatya-tyum!AfterawhileIwentto



thekitchen,Idefrostedsteakandribsandmarinated

themndipholeaphentloko.Icouldn'tdepressmyself

anyfurtherngalento,Ihadtodosomething.

Anything.IknewKeriwouldn'tassistme,she'snot

thatkindawoman xaenestressuKeriune

stresskeqha uyawsukeandibuzeqhaba

ndisithathaphiisibindisophekainyamandinestress?

Igrilledthemeatwiththemarinatesauce,added

chunkyvegetablesonthegrillingrack.Iwenttothe

cellarandremovedabottleofriperedwine,ndakhe

ndagongqozatwoglassesatoncethenthethirdone

carriedmethroughoutmycookingsession.

Keri:"youandcooking"

Me:"youcancleanthehousebigsis,it'sgonnahelp

youdistress"

Keri:"don'tbeJoeplease"

Ismiledather,akekhoasclosetotheTitus's

butshefeelsthepainI'mfeelingngaboasif



ngabantubakhenaye.IappreciatedKerijustnje

ngobuntubakhe,shedidn'tdothingsjusttoplease

meoranyoneelseshejuststoodtohertrueself.

SheleftmewayongqengqanabantwanabamwhileI

cookedupastorm,Ikeptoncheckingmyphone

withhopethatLwandisowillcallehlekayonkelento

yenzekayo.InbetweenthecookingIdecidedtocall

Luke,yhiniumntaseadealahlwenandimatatimeof

need.

Luu:"heeeeyyou"

Me:"hey,yougood"?

Luu:"obviouslybetterthanyou,what'sup"?

Me:"I'mokay..."

Luu:"Iknowyou'renot,butI'llleaveyoutotellme

whenyouareready"

Me:"so,what'suponyourside"

Hedramaticallylaughedatme,probablyathowI

swiftlychangedthesubjectfrommetohimina



second.

Luu:"well,all'sgoodgood"

Me:"how'syourwifeandkid"?

Luu:"Ithinkthey'refine"

Me:"youthink"?

Luu:"yes...WelltheywerefinelastIcheckedonthem

"

Me:"you'renotlivingtogetherkanti"?

Luu:"wellImovedtoNewYorkamonthago"

Ilaughed,Iwould'vescreamedhadIbeeninjolly

moodbut ‍♀ .

Me:"Iseeyou'relivinglegoodlife"

Luu:"legoodlifeispermittinglittleone,butI'm

comingoverinDecember"

Me:"really?Whatareyoubringingme"?



Luu:"honeyyou'renolongerthat'little'anymore.I'm

onlybringinggiftsformynephews"

Me:"butIhaven'tseenyouinages,andthefactthatI

havemyownlittleonesdoesn'tmeanI'mnotyour

littlesisteranymore.Don'trobmeofmyprivileges

please"

Heburstinlaughter hehappenedtobeinabetter

spacethanIexpected.Whichisgood,mybadspace

wasenoughwedidn'tneedhistoo.

Luu:"I'llseewhatI'lldobut,I'mnotpromising

anything"

Me:"mh,youbetter"

Wahlekasancokolaforafewminutesthenwehung

up,Imissedmytwinsonsnow Itriedmybestnot

tocalltheirdaddespitetheurge.WhenIwasdone

cookingIjustwenttowatchcartoonsaloneinthe

lounge,bahluthimosooIyasonammandiphumle.I



decidedtocallLibhongo...Updateskalokuonmy

businesses.

Libo:"MrsGwala,hiunjani"?

Me:"ndiyaphilasthandwaunjaniwena"?

Libo:"I'mgoodtoo,ndingakwenzelantoni"?

Me:"youcouldupdatemeonanythingnewthatI

needtoknowabout,I'mjustdoingarandom

checkupungastress'i"

Libo:"oohokay,ndseBhayirightnowndizoqalae

ofisinikwelicalaMondaybutIwenttocheckon

thingsizoloofikakwam"

Me:"kunjani"?

Libo:"there'squitealotofpaperworktoattendto,

butI'msureit'snothingmajor.Somehow,

akhozikhalazonakubasebenzi"

Me:"oohokay,thankyousisi"

Libo:"kubulelamna...Ndcelaxaunechanceuze

ngaphathere'ssomethingI'dliketoshowyou



aph'ebhayiandmaybeproposesomethingelse

regardinglentondizakubonisayona"

Me:"hewethuawsazithethiiiparablesufunantoni

Libo"?

Wahleka... ‍♀

Libo:"uzaw'bonaxauzengaphakalokusisi"

Me:"yhumnk,okay.Byebye"

Libo:"byebye"

Wehungup...IwascuriousbutIknewwhenit

comestoher,itcouldonlybeanotherbusiness

venture mhlawumbishespottedanavailablesite

orvacantbuilding.Anyway,Ilaterresortedtocalling

myhusbandtobringthekidskantiebesefikilesoI

openedthegateforhimwalandelwanguJoeand

twoothercars.IwenttowakeKeriupazokwamkela

umyenakheaftersuchalongday ndikhonafor

owam.Joewalkedinfollowedbythekids,allof

themrantome,Ihuggedthembabalisa



bebesiwephiandthenmyhusbandwalkedin

followedbyMrTitusandLandile.Ilookedup

ndomiwangamazwi,Keriwelcomedthemandlead

themtotheloungeleavingmyhusbandwithmeon

thepassagewhilethekidsranalongafterJoewho

wasgoingupstairs.IwalkeduptoNqaba

Me:"nimshiyephiuSosobaby"?

Heplantedafeatherykissonmylips,wipingoff

somethingonmycheekinsilence.

Me:"tatakhe"

Beast:"masambesohlalangaphayaebantwini"

Me:"commonbaby,pleasetellmetorho"

Beast:"Ihaven'tspokentothemkalokusthandwa

same,theycalledfordirectionstowhereyouare

ndabanika"

Me:"wazinjanibabezangoku"?

Beast:"ndibabuzilesoIdecidedIshouldbehere,just



formoralsupport"

Mmkay...Makessense.

Me:"okay...Masambeke"

Beast:"yhimakaloku"

Me:"fornto-"

Hekissedme,Ialmostbithimbecauseforasecond

Iwantedtolaughthenasfastasmymind

rememberedwhereweare,that'sasfastasI

rememberedthattherearepeopleintheloungewho

couldbeherewiththeworstnews.Istoppedhim

andtriedtocalmmyselfdownbeforeholdinghis

handandwalkingwithhimtothelounge.Wewalked

inandsatononecouch,Keriwasservingtea,

sabuzanjeimpilothenIwaitedanxiouslyforSir

Titustospeak.Akanosukaandfunekantiakhonto

azanayo...



Titus:"S'bongile"?

Me:"tata"?

Titus:"aswepromisedearlierthatsizokunika

whateverwefindoutmalunganalentokaLwandiso,

sizelelontokeaphanangoku"

Me:"ooh"

Titus:"Ithinkyourhusbandhasalreadytoldyou

aboutFaith"

Inod,eyeingLandile hewasshatteredbuttrying

hisbesttobestrongnjengendoda.

Titus:"regardinguLwandisokemntanamasizi

nantoibambekayo"

Me:"whatdoyoumeananizinantoibambekayo?

KantiuphiuSosotata?Landile!?"

Titus:"uSosoasimfumenanga,almostbonkeabantu

whowereinthatflightbafumanekilenguyeandjust

afewababangekabonakali.But,therescueteam



andmypeoplearestillsearchingforhim"

Me:"soit'spossiblethathedidn'tactuallyboardthe

plane,right"?

Titus:"wecan'tsay,becauseweactuallydidfindhis

luggagescatteredkulandawoyengozinezabanye"

Somehow,Iwashavingdifficultyunderstandingthis

reportback.

Titus:"itcouldhappenthatumzimbawakheuwele

somewhereelse,orhe'stotallycrushedbeyond

recognition"

Me:"no...No"

Nqabahuggedmetightlyasmybodyshiveredatthe

thought... no.Itcouldn't.
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Theroomsuddenlybecametoocoldevenforme.

Thesilencewasgraduallygettingmeworkedup,

maybeIwastoostressedIdon'tknowbutitwas

gettingtome.Iwipedoffthetearsonmyeyeswith

thebackofmyhandsandjustwalkedawayfromthe

lounge,Iwenttothebackyardandjuststoodthere

lookingintospace...Ididn'tknowwhatforthink,how

toeventhinkitandwheretobeginevenattempting

tothinkit.Icouldsmellmyhusband'sscentnearing

soIturnedandlookedathim,heheldmywaiston

bothsides

Beast:"forwhatit'sworth:Idon'tbelievehe'sdead,

we'llfindhim.Ipromiseyouthat"

Me:"pleasedon'tmakepromisesyouknowyouwon't

beabletokeep"

Heliftedupmychinsooureyeslevelled.Irealized

thathewasn'tjoking,hewasntjustsayingallofthis

tomakemesmile,hemeanteverysingleword.



Beast:"trustme,wewillfindhim"

Me:"youdontbelievehe'sdead"?

Beast:"IwillbelievethatwhenIseehislifelessbody

butfornow,no"

Iwasrelievedyazi,yeshimnotbelievingthatSosois

deaddoesntautomaticallymeanSosoisn'tdeadbut

justforhimtosayit...

Me:"enkosi"

Beast:"willyoubeabletomovefromheretoournew

homerightnow?Itfeelslikewe'recrowdingooKeri

withallofthis"

Me:"igqityiweideco"?

Beast:"they'llbedoneinadayortwobutIpushed

themnjekancinci"

Me:"masolendihlalaletwodays,Idon'twantsloppy

workkodwandiyabhatalakaloku"

Beast:"you'resure"?



Me:"yeah,Keridoesn'treallymind"

Beast:"okayke...Let'sgoinside"

Me:"nohamba,Ineedamoment"

Hekissedthesideofmyheadandleftmethere,I

wantedtocrybutnotinhispresence.Ineededto

getitalloutbeforeIcangofaceLandileandhis

father,andbeforeIcanevenfacemychildren.I

neededthestrength...

Me:"ohLord..."

Asukaaphelaemqaleni itwassopainful.

MyheartwasbleedingimmenselyandIhadnomore

faithtopresson,Isatonthegroundandjustlayon

mybackallowingmytearstojustflowasIcriedin

silence.IheardcarsdrivingoutandIknewngutata

kaSosonoNqaba...Istayedthereforanhourortwo

thenIwentinsidethehousendafikauKeri

engqengqileonthecouchlookingalldefeated.I



kissedhercheeksmiling,shesatup.

Me:"wherearethekids"?

Keri:"theyaresleeping,wantsometea"?

Me:"nope.Yougood"?

Shenod

Me:"we'llbemovingintoournewhouseintwodays"

Keri:"youguysboughtahouse"?

Me:"hahayes,andonceeverythingissettledI'dlike

toregistertheminionsfordaycare"

Keri:"Ithoughtyouwereconcernedofthedriveto

thisside"?

Me:"whatifweboughtahousethisside"?

Hereyesalmostpoppedyiexcitement,wekinda

huggedinthatmoment.Funnyhowonecanbean

emotionalwreckngokuandthenyou'reouthere



laughingthroughthenextminute.ThatSaturday

morningNqabacalledmewhileIwasdressingup

tooUbaafterourbath...

Me:"tatakhe"?

Owe:"mama?OMGngoUbaababangxolayoinyour

background?Okaywait,unjanimama"?

Myheartsmiled,theexcitementinhisvoicemelted

somethinginme.

Me:"heyyoungman,it'sgoodtohearfromyou.How

haveyoubeen"?

Owe:"surviving.Uth"utatayouhaveanewhousein

Joburg"?

Me:"yesboywe'removinginngomso"

Owe:"wow,canIpleasevisitngoDecember?Imiss

you"

Me:"youcanonlyvisitmeifyoupromisetopass

withthreedistinctionsminimum"



Owe:"theaimwastopasswithfivekeyazimama

becauseIdidn'tdowelllasttermsoIwantedto

redeemmyself"

Me:"ohwow,kutheniukhulemsinyanaOwentando!"?

OwelaughedwhileiindlebezikaUbazivelezathi

ntaawayekanalontoebeyenzaonceheheardhis

brother'sname.IwantedtolaughathimbutIwas

stillsurprisedngulondithethanaye...

Owe:"ndimdalanjemama"

Me:"heeemnkq,whenlastdidyouseeyoursister"?

Owe:"twomonthsbackbesiyekwamakhulu"

Me:"haibo,thatlong"?

Owe:"kalokushechangedschoolsmama,ingathi

umamakhecouldn'taffordsobamsakwesinye"

Me:"yho...kwamnandikekwamakhulu"?

Owe:"yhosabonautamkhulu,akasafaninotata.Well

bothofthem"



Me:"usekhonanautamkhulu"?

Owe:"lastnightIspoketohimingathiuzohamba

nextmonth"

Tyhinilotata ‍♀ е♀

Owe:"ndcelaunikeooUbaiphonemama"

Me:"sure"

Iputthephoneonhandsfreethengavetothetwins

whileIdressedthetriplets.

*

Aweeklater...

Movingintoournewhomewasn'ttoomuchofa

hassleaswedidn'thavefurnituretomove,wehad

boughteverythingandhalfofthefurniturewasbuilt-

inbytheinteriordecoteamalreadyevenbeforewe



movedin.Andifurniturekababyyeapartmentyakhe

wasn'tgoinganywhereyeyaphayakwiapartment,

ayoyomziwam.HubbysuggestedthatIregisterthe

olderkidskuKerikwangokuthenmnandijongane

nezirenovationzamzeboutiquenababantwana

bathathu.

Ithadbeenaweekafterthedisappearanceof

LwandisoTitusandstillnoevidencethathe'sdead

norevidencethathe'salive.Buryingmyselfinwork

wastheonlythingkeepingmesane,inaweek'stime

weweretoattendumngcwabokaFaith the

thoughtofusburyingumamakaSosowithouthim

hurtmethemostbuttherewasnothingIcoulddoI

literallyfeltlikeapartofmewasmissing,Ithink

seeinghowmyhusbandwasalsoaffectedbythis

gavemesolitude.Iheldontohispromise.Ididn't

havestrengthtostartlookingforuSosongokwam...

MaybeIneededthemtogiveupkqala...Idon'tknow.

WhilewewereatKeri'shouseIsawahotelin

Durbanwasonsalekwezionlinepropertyupdates

andappliedforaquotation,thepropertyowner

respondedsoaftermakingmycalculationsI



forwadedtheemailtomyhusbandsothatenze

ezakheizibalo.Inresponse,hejustsaidthatifIfeel

likeit'sworthputtingourmoneyin,thenIshouldgo

aheadwithpurchasingit.ObviouslyIwantedtoask

ifhe'ssurenabutthethoughtofhimrecallingon

this IdecidednoIwon'taskhimsoIscheduledto

goseetheplacebeforebuyingitsothatndizobona

umonakalofuthiuzaw'tyakumkangakanani.After

thedatewasset,kwangonandicingayobakanene

ndinabantwanaabathathuthatItakecareofiimini

ezi ‍♀ndizobathinikengoku?IcalledNqaba...

Beast:"makaUba"?

Me:"I'mgoingtoDurbanonthe6th"

Beast:"threedaysafteryouraunt'sfuneral"?

Me:"ewebaby,it'squiteurgent"

Beast:"oh-kay...Sowhydoyousoundanxious"?

Me:"Idon'thaveananny"

Beast:"uzolala"?



Me:"mna?No.Ndiyojongalahotelqhandibuye.Or

youcangoonmybehalfandtakepicturesforme"

Beast:"nobabyI'llmakeaplan...Confirm'aifyou

haven'talready.I'llmakeaplan"

Me:"okaythanks,loveyou"

Beast:"luh'youmore"

Minusone✔nowallIhadtodowasinformuKeri

thatImightfetchthetwinsabitlaterthanusual,

ndizoyaziemvakokothatI'msorted.JustasIwas

startingtosmile,EvelynSmithcalled...

immediatelyIfeltenergyleavingmybody.

Me:"heysis"?

Eve:"hey,yougood"?

Me:"I'mokay...You"?

Eve:"I'mprettygood,sohowarethelittleones

treatingyou"?



Me:"theyarebehavinghey"

Eve:"that'sgood,I'mcomingtoJozinextweek

Thursdayonajobinterview.Imightspendthe

weekendsoI'mhopingtoseey'all"

Me:"eish...Wewon'tbeherenextweek.We'regoing

toaburialinthehomeland"

Eve:"don'ttellmeyourmotherin-lawpassedon"!

Me:"actuallyit'sFaith.MrsTitus"

Eve:"MrsTitusasin...Soso'smother"?

Me:"yep"

CwakauEve...

Me:"youstillthere"?

Eve:"yeahuhm...Areyousureyouheardright"?

Me:"whatdoyoumeanI'msureIheardright?Her

husbandtoldmeaweekago"

Eve:"soFaithdiedaweekago?Heh,hayImustbe



goingcrazy"

Me:"whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Eve:"IsawFaithyesterday,hereinCapeTownwith

thatchick...Kamva'smother,Iforgothername"

Me:"okaylemmegetthisright:you'reinCapeTown"

Eve:"yes"

Me:"yesterday,yousawFaithwithLandile'sex"?

Eve:"yes.TheywerehavinglunchatJohnDory's"

Me:"areyousureEve"?

Eve:"dudecummon,Ievenwenttogreetthem

becauseFaithisyourauntIdidn'twanthertothink

I'mupstuckorsomething"

Ndasukandamuncu ‍♀whatthefuckwas

goingonhere?
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AfterIhungupfromEveIcalledLandile...



Laa:"hey"

Me:"hey...Howyouholdingup"?

Laa:"Idon'tknowhey...ButI'mhere,guessthat'sa

signthatIamatleastholdingon"

Me:"I'msorry"

Laa:"thankyoumntase"

Me:"Iuhm...Iwantedtoask:umgqibeleniniuninaka

Kamva"?

Laa:"yhundamgqibelanini?Yhoandsayazi"

Me:"oohokay"

Laa:"whydoyouask"?

Me:"haywethuI'mjustaskingkubabekhendamthi

tshe"

Laa:"ohyhoundinqabele"

Me:"mrightthen,Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

Laa:"enkosibra,meansalot"

Me:"shondoda"



Wehungup.

Idialedmyhusband ‍♀Iknewuzodikwandim

butIhadto .

Beast:"babe"?

Me:"ndcelaundipheinumberkaTat'Titus"

Beast:"sure"

Me:"enkosi"

Ihungup...Hecalledmeagain.

Me:"love"?

Beast:"ugrand"?

Me:"yeah...Whydoyouask"?

Beast:"I'mnotsure...Usureugrand"?

Me:"cummonbabyI'mokay"



Beast:"okay...Ndiyezaphofu"

Me:"uzenenyamaeyojiweyotorhomntuwam"

Beast:"sendithengeuNandosnjemamakhe"

Me:"ohokay,noproblem"

Beast:"andkeayikavulwanaleShisaNyamayo

Vince"

Me:"it'sokaytatakhe,uNandosakasikhuphi

maqhakuva"

Helaughed butIwasbeingreal,asikhoallergic

‍♀inyamayinyamaqha.

Beast:"okaybyebyeI'mdriving"

Me:"drivesafely"

Beast:"sharpsan"

Wehungup.

Ilookedmykids,IyaziandIyakhawerecuddling,the



thirdonewasplayingwithmyphoneezincokolela.

HowIwishedSosowashere...Justthen,hubbysent

MrTitus'numberndamfounela.

Titus:"S'bongile"?

Me:"TatuTitus...Unjani"?

Titus:"I'mgoodsisihowareyouholdingup"?

Me:"I'mokay...Iguesssew'gqibilengamalungiselelo?

Akhontosinokuncedisakuyo"?

Titus:"haymntanamsesigqibileyonkinto,nizofika

ngolwesingaphinditshokuLandileanilungiselele

iroom"

Me:"speakingaboutthat...Igotacallfrommysister

whoisinCapeTown,uthiuboneuFaithehleli

nomamakaKamvahavinglunch"

Titus:"uninakaKamvalokaLandile"?

Me:"ewetata"

Titus:"that'simpossiblekodwakebecauseuFaithis

dead"



Me:"that'swhatIsaidnambutEveknowsyourwife,

shewouldn'tsayit'sherwhenit'snot"

Titus:"Idon'tknowyazi...Okay,lemmegodownto

CapeTownthenI'llseeifIcanfinduninaloka

Kamva"

Me:"pleasedotatabeforeweburyumntu

womnyumzikantiuFaithukhonauyaphila"

Titus:"thankyoumntanam...I'llinformyouof

anythingIfind"

Me:"alrighttata"

Wehungup.IwenttofetchooUvecozdaddysaid

he'sonhiswayhome,thetripletswereonthe

spongeeloungeUbajoinedthemwateketisa.Uve

tookmyphonefromthecoffeetableandgaveitto

metoopenthepattern...

Uve:"mamamvulelephoneyakho"

Me:"why"?



Uve:"zofounelauUncleKay"

ItookthephoneanddialedKuhle...

Kay:"Aw,madam"

Me:"uncleKay,unjani"?

Kay:"ndiyimessnje,zangenitshoyazbakunjena

uzala"?

Me:"ngokuifanbasekungcononjengokunoko

bayakhulamos"

Kay:"yhoTeemfethu,ndiyazamayazi.Butthen

kukhoeligezalinguSihle...Akafuninondincedisa"

Me:"utheni?Areyoubabysitting"?

Kay:"umamabowillbegraduatingsoonso

ndimbambelenamhlanjekubaeyokwenzaidress-

fitting"

Me:"ncoooUncleKay,you'regrowingkodwanje"



Helaughed...

Me:"oyenamntuwhowantedtotalktoyoungu

Uvelilekenankuundijamelecabandincokola

kakhulungoku"

Kay:"ohyhinii-youngking,pleasegivehimthe

phone"

IgaveUvethephoneandwatchedhisfacelightup,I

don'tknowwhatKuhlewassayingbutmychildwas

justsoooohappy,umboneumntuuyaziblush'ela

.NoticingthatI'mwatchinghim,heranouttothe

porchwancokolanouncleKaywakhe.Iwasn't

gonnaprepareforafuneralkantiuFaithisbusy

livingitupinKaapstad Ihadmoreimportant

thingstodo...Likegrowingthebusinesswomanin

me,expandingmysight,nurturingandspicingupmy

marriage,andenjoyingmotherhood thosewere

themostimportantprioritiesinmylifethatexact



moment.KubekukhoooFaithabadlalaukuz'fisa

sibusynolife.Myotherphonebeeped,hubby

neededuphathiswaapparentlysomeonedecidedto

goshoppingngaphandlekwethu.Iwenttothefront

ofthehouseandcaughthimloffloadingacoupleof

bagsndamjongawitharaisedbrowtryingmybest

nottosmileandfailingatit.Dismally.

Me:"sincewhendoyougoshoppingwithoutme"?

Beast:"sinceI'mtheKingofthiscastleIhappento

knowthatIcangoshoppingwithoutyou.Andit

wentwell...See"?

Me:"Luthando"????!!!

Heburstoutlaughingatmyexclamation,putdown

onelastbagonthegroundandreachedformywaist

kissingmycheeksandIwasrefusing

Me:"dude,youwentshoppingwithoutmegqiba

kwakhoutshokanje?Reallynow"?



Beast:"Iloveyou"

Me:"hayIdon'tloveyoutshi"

Beast:"becauseIwentshoppingwithoutyou"?

Me:"no!BecauseyourealisedyouactuallyCANgo

shoppingwithoutme,that'scruelitybaby"!

Hepickedmeupswingingmearoundincircles[amI

THATlightweight ],Iwasnowlaughing

uncontrollably.IcaughtaglimpseofUbawatching

usatthedoorsmiling,hisfatherfinallyputmedown

alsolaughing.

Uba:"tata"!

BeastturnedandlaughedatanexcitedUbabalo.I

grabbedacoupleofbagsndabashiyaphayasharing

hugsandtheirownkissesandfistbumps.Wedida

coupleofrunswiththeshoppingbagsthenhejoined

thekidsintheloungewhileIpreparedhimawarm



dishofheartyfood.Iservedhimwithjuicethensat

nexttohimwithacupfilledwithicecream...

Beast:"IspokenoFatimaregardinglewayyakho

yaseDurban"

Me:"umfumene"?

Beast:"yep,she'llbehere"

Me:"ohthankyou"

Beast:"and,she'llprobablybebackforgoodthis

time"

Ilookedathim...Howdidheconvincehertoquither

otherjobforus?HeknewIwaslookingathimbut

hedecidedtoignoremebecausehemostprobably

didn'twannaanswermyleventinquestions right.

Me:"wellIdon'tneedherfulltime,soonallthekids

willberegisteredeskolweni.Uzohlalaenzentoni

iminiyonke?Everyday"?



Beast:"she'llhelpyouekseniwhenyou'repreparing

thekidsforschool,cleanthehouse,dolaundry,run

yourerrands,makelunch/dinnerandhelpyou

preparethekidsforbedtime"

Hehadthisallfiguredout...andfightinghimwasn't

gonnagetmeanywhere.

Me:"uhleliezobhatalwanguwephofu"

Beast:"exactly"

Ndatyai-icecreamyamkengokuinsilence,heatehis

foodmakingsmalltalkwithhissons,Uvewastelling

himabouthisphonecallconversationwithuncle

Kay.It'snotlikeIdidntwantsisFatsback,butwhenI

literallyneededhershewasntavailableandI

understoodbecausesavelasamshiya.Butwhatdid

Nqabasaytoherngokuazodeabeavailablefor

good?WellIhopedhedidntthreatenherorambush

herintobeingwithusbecauseitsnotbyforce.



Beast:"Ineedafavour,obuyakwakhoeDurban"

Me:"mkay"?

Beast:"IwantyoutorefurbishtheShisaNyama,add

alilspark...Thenorganiseagrandreopeningevent"

Me:"oh...Okay.Ithinibudget"?

Beast:"you'veneverstucktoabudgetevenif

ndiyakunika.Justdoyourbest,I'msurewe'llmake

thereturnsinthelongrun"

Me:"yessur"

niqqawasbeginningtoseewheremypotential

liesandhetrustedmewithhisbusiness?Wow!

We'vecertainlycomealongway...

Beast:"ndimfumeneuTitus"

IchokedontheicecreamIwaseating,Isatup



ndamjonga.

Me:"he'sstillalive?Right?Uphi?Umshiyephibaby"?

Heputhistrayonthecoffeetabletakinghisjuice,in

silence.

Me:"lovekalokuthetha"

Beast:"uskeubuzeyonkintoatoncenawe"

Mxm.

Beast:"he'salive,butbadlyinjured.Ilefthimwitha

doctortonursehiswounds"

Me:"whereishe"?

Beast:"he'ssafeLuu.That'sallIcansayrightnow,I

needtogodowntoCapeTown.Uthiutatakhehe

needsmethere"



Me:"MrTitusneedsyou?Forwhat"?

Beast:"andikhosure,couldn'taskquestionshe

soundedabitaggravatedandIwasalreadyonmy

wayhere!"

Me:"Isee...Well,apparentlyFaithisalive.Livingitup

inCapeTown"

WahlekauNqaba...Hegavethe"areyouserious"

lookandlaughedevenmore.

Me:"uhlekantonitatakhe"?

Beast:"soIcouldbegoingdowntoCapeTownto

helpMrTituscatchhisghostwife?Seriously"?

UNqaba ‍♀
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Iwatchedhimpackaminiluggagebagashewas



abouttoleaveforCapeTown,it'salwaysnoteasy

formetojustlethimgoespeciallywhenitconnects

withCT.ThatplaceisjustlikePEkum,holdsbad

memories.Afterpackinghecametositnexttome

takingmyhandandkiaainfmycheeksmilinglikea

kidinacandystore.

Beast:"Iknowyoudon'treallywantanythingtodo

withCapeTownbutIoweMrTitusquitealot.We

owehimalot...yilontonditsibaxaefunauncedo.He

helpedy'allinmyabsenceandforthatI'llforeverbe

grateful"

Yeahwell...

Soonwe'llhavetoreturnfavorsnakuLegend

becausehealsohelpedusthroughtheKaroosaga.

Beast:"Luu"

Ilookedathim...



Beast:"Iamnotachildbaby,Ican'tbecoopedup

aphendlinioko"

Me:"Iknow..."

Beast:"Iknowthedangersthatawaitme,butI'ma

man.Ihavetofacethem,Ihavetofacethemlikea

man"

Isighed...Lomntuebengathihe'sgoingtoCape

TownbecauseubizwanguTatakaSoso?

And,akayaziubizelwantoni?NowwhythehelldoI

feellikehe'sgoingdowntheretofight?UNqaba

doesn'tthinktwicewhenitcomestowar.Blood

wars,notjustwars butumntuakabotshelelwa.

Indodaendalaayibotshelelwa...AsmuchasIwishI

couldtiehimup,forhisowngood.

Me:"ndiyayazitatakhe"

Beast:"thenwhydoyoulooksoworriedaboutme

goingtoCapeTown"?

Me:"you'reabigboywethuNqaba,I'mmoreworried



aboutSoso"

Hechuckled Iwasn'tgonnagivehimthe

satisfactiontu.

Me:"you'reveryimportantsthandwasambutnot

rightnow.Harde"

Beast:"Igotchabud"

Wahlekaashetookhisbag,andopenedthedoorfor

us.Icarriedhislaptopbagforhimaswewalked

downthestairs...

Me:"babyuzand'phathelantonieKapa"?

Beast:"isiqusamesinukaulwandle"

Me:"andifuniwenamnamfondini"

Beast:"that'sallIcanbringyoukesthandwasam"

Me:"Actually,youwillgoshoppingforme.Ineeda



newbag,andanextrapairofshoesneverhurt

anyone"

Helaughed,almosthysterically.Aswegotdownthe

stairshedroppedthebagandwenttohiskinsmen.

Afteranintimatemomentwiththeyoungones,I

walkedhimtothewaitingcar.

Beast:"ukhonaumjitaozay'buyisa"

Me:"nomakayigcine.I'llcallxandiyidinga"

Heraisedabrow.

Ishrugged...

Me:"andfuniamajitawakhoaqhelanenendluyam

fondini.Nextthingyou'llbeherehostingcelebratory

partiesanddinners?Changiyabonga"

Beast:"youthinkyougotmeallfiguredouthuh"?



Me:"bloodshoeskebabyvha,bloodshoes"

Beast:"you'reignoringmeonpurpose"?

Me:"ifyoudon'tknowthemuthiufunaiiredbottoms.

Thankyouverymuch,journeysafeandpleasefind

myghostaunt"

Helaughed,grabbingmywaistaswekissed.Itotally

ignoredhisremarkonpurpose .

Me:"I'mgonnamissyou"

Beast:"that'sgood,youhavetomissyourhusband

whenhe'sgone"

Me:"thisisnotajokeLuthando"

Beast:"Iknow...I'mnotjokingtoo"

Iletgoofhimandfixedmyclothes.

Me:"byebye"



Beast:"loveyou"

Me:"sure"

Helookedatmeforawholeminutebeforegetting

intothecar,thenwatchedmegobackinside.I

closedthefrontdoorandheardhimdrivingout...

JustasIwalkedinside,myphonewasringingand

UbagottoitfirstsoIjustwatchedhimcoz

ebendizelengomva

Uba:"hello-phandlemamam-tatamwambilemotor

yakhe-okay.LoveyoutooSish-Le..."

Thenhelaughed

Uba:"awuunclenjewena-haikebyebyetchi"

Thenheputthephonedown,walkedbacktowhere

therestofhissiblingswereandcontinuedplaying.I



walkedin,tookthephoneandcalledSihleback:

Sish:"oohuyakwazinofounangokuUba"?

Me:"heyuncleSish"

Sish:"yhoIthoughtit'sstilltheyoungKing,unjani

madam"?

Me:"I'mgoodbro,you"?

Sish:"I'mokay...Ninqabile.Kuthwaninendluentsha,

ininikeihousewarming"?

Me:"yhuhaywethuSihlethehouseiswarmenough"

Sish:"haibo"

Me:"andbesides,Idon'twantpeopleallovermy

space.LasttimewehadsomethinglikethatIfound

yourbrother'smistressroamingaroundmyhouse

likeahungryretard"

Sish:"Oh-hoo.MakadeaphileuSosondiyamazi

uzaw'yenzayena.Andyouwon'tsaynotohim"

Me:"uphikhona,doyouhavehiscontactnumber"?



Sish:"uyamazinjeumyeniwakho...Ohcrap.There's

areasonwhyhedidn'ttellyou"

Me:"obviously,hencendibuzakuwe"

Sish:"wellIcan'ttellyoumuch,what'simportantis

thathe'srecovering"

Me:"contactdetailsSihle"

Sish:"Andinazoma'am"

Hewaslying...

Sish:"byenow,Iwasjustcheckingony'all"

Me:"Okay.Thanks"

Wehungup.

UfihlelwanikantiuSoso?Iwasreallydeterminednot

togolookingforhimbutthissecrecywassending

mestraighttogolookforhimonmyown.Like...I

knowhe'sbadlyinjuredwhereverheisbut,surelyhe



needspeoplewholovehimaroundhimnotsome

stupidgangstasabazpmjamelawhenhewhincesin

pain .

Idialedmyhusband...ha.anakalokitain'tfair.

Beast:"babyIcan'ttalkrightnow"

Me:"NqabayomziGwala"?

Wakhuza...

Me:"don'tyouthinkit'sabitunfaironSosoba

nimfihleebantwininimhlaliseinasecludedplace

wherethere'snowarmthandlove?Thingsthat

naturallyspeedupaperson'srecovery?Imean..."

Iheardhimsigh...



Beast:"wheredoyousuggestwetakehimthen"?

Me:"hehasahome"

Beast:"hewon'tbesafekokwabo"

Me:"thenbringhimhere,I'lltakecareofhim"

Beast:"andputyourlifeinmoredanger?"

Me:"butwecan'tjustnotbethereforhimbecause

soyikaukubainsomedangertatakhe.Thisis

Lwandisowe'retalkingabout"

Beast:"I'mthereforhim,theguysarethereforhim,

hisfatherandbrotherarethereforhim.So,howare

wenotthereforhim"?

Me:"mxmyoudon'tgetit.Infact,youdon'twanna

getit"

Beast:"ungakulingekeuyokhangelauTitusLuthando.

Doyourselfthatonefavourbecauseuright

uLwandisokulandawoakuyo"



Thenhehunguponme.Ilookedatmyphone...

"UtheniuSosowakhomamam"?

Ilookedup,Ubawasstandingafootafarfromme.I

sighed...

Me:"he'sfinebaby"

Uba:"nyhani"?

Inod...

Uba:"simfouneleazobonaindluyakho"

Me:"akazokwazikalokuhe'sbusy"

Uba:"hah!Kazozangokukalokuzozawhenhe'snot

busy"

Me:"oh"



Uba:"founake"

‍♀

IactuallydialedSoso'snumberknowingthat

ayizophumela...Okoibikwivoicemailmos.ThenI

gotthesurpriseofmylifewhenitrangonceand

someoneanswered...

"SibongileTrinaliqueLuthandoGwala"

Icouldn'timmediatelyrecognizethevoicebutIknew

itdefinitelywasn'tSoso.

"UBeastloakamamelineh?Whywasn'theGhost?I

mean...Lekakauy'gqibelaifile,phalaphalahe's

roamingthestreetsofJoburgngobusuku.Maybexa

kutshowenauzaw'mamela...Mxelelekemarara

ukubandithitheclockisticking.Tick-tock...Tick-

tock"



Thenhehungup...Ilookedatthephone,thenatUba

Iwasn'tconfusedonebit,butIwasshocked.

NgubanikantilouthatheiphonekaSoso?Theclock

istickingforntoni?

‍♀
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Ilookedatmyphoneforaminutethendecidedto

tellNqaba,andithukengokundphelelwelixhala

soIcalledhim...Knowinguzandilaxaza

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"canyoutalk"?

Heshifted...Thentherewastotalsilence.



Beast:"okay,talk"

Me:"uUbaoverheardmetalkingtoyou,somehowhe

managedtospeeddialinumberkaSosoand

accidentallycalledhim"

Cwaka...

Me:"whenIgavehimmyphoneapparentlyIdidn't

lockit...Ididn'tknowhe'dactuallycallhim.Andke

lasttimeIcalledSosoiphoneyakheibingaphumeli"

Cwaka...

Me:"tatakhe"?

Beast:"hm"?

Me:"ohusekhona?That'sallIwantedtotellyou.

Bye"



Ihungup...Hecalledmeback ‍♀Itooka

coupleofbreathingexercisesbeforetryingtobe

modestasIanswered.Notwantingtogiveaway

thatI'mactuallykindascared...

Me:"love"?

Beast:"wenzeni"?

Me:"mna"?

Beast:"Luthando"?

Me:"baby"

Beast:"whathaveyoudone?Whathaveyoudone"?

Iwasnownervouslybitingmynails.Thewayhewas

socalmwasscaringtheshitouttame.

Me:"Ididn'tdoanythingtatakheItoldyouwhat

happenednje"

Beast:"ifthesepeopledecidetotraceyouandtrack



youdown,besurethatyoualonewilldealwiththem.

Okay"?

Me:"whoahwait...Whichpeoplearewetalking

about"?

Beast:"thepeoplewhoansweredthatphone"

‍♀people?Heknew?Thehell?

Beast:"andizobaligezamnaLuthandogoingback

andforth,braceyourselfsthandwasam.Itsaboutto

getdirty"

Me:"tatakhedon'tsaythat...Whyuthethangathiit's

myfaultthatyoursoncalleduSoso"?

Heexhaled...

Me:"ifIknewuzamfounelanyhaniIwouldhave

lockedthephonekaloku,evenbetter,ifIknew

iphonekaSosoiswithsomepeopleIwouldn'thave

entertainedUba"



Beast:"what'sdoneisdone"

Itwasmyturntokeepquiet uNqabaangayenza

nyhanilonto?Like...Wouldhereallyallowthugsto

hurtusbecauseofmysupposedstubbornness?

Whatabouthiskidske?Surelyhecaresaboutthem

nobayipiece

Me:"ndcelauzameumntuazothathaiintsanazakho

kewhileIbracemyselfbecauseandiyazibaucingba

ndizomelenanjaninabapeopleuthethangabo

ndiphindendigadanenesafetyyabantwanabakho

abahlanuatthesametime"

Beast:"I'mnotsendinganyoneanywhereLuthando"

Me:"thentellyourmomI'mbringingthekidsover,

tonight.Ifyourthugfriendsdecidetotracemeke

mabafikendindedwa,ndaw'bonabamandithini"

ThenIhungup.IcalledMoandtoldhim

makazond'thatha...Fewminuteslaterhecalledme



backtotellmethatumyeniwamakavumiba

makezeeJoburg.Thefu** ‍♀???Idecidedto

notbehaste,nokoasozeasyekeleebungoziniu

Nqabamaybehejustwantedtoscaremeoff well

Ihopedthatwasthecaseanyway.

Fatimawafikangala6thsoIleftforDurban,

somehowafterthesuccessfulmeetingand

showcaseofthepropertyIdecidedtospoilmyselfa

bit.Khendibethwengumoyanam...Ibumpedonto

KuhlendisabethwangulomoyawaseThekwini.

Kuhle:"uyafanakelomntunomfaziwasekhaya"

Iturnedandlookedathimrecognizingthevoice.He

laughedaswehugged,thenjoinedmeasheordered

hisowncocktail.

Me:"awumhle,you'reenjoyingukubangutata"



Kuhle:"bradon'tmentionit...Ufunantoniapha?

Wherearethekids"?

Me:"thekidsareathome,kalokuuncleI'ma

businesswomanI'malwaysonthelookoutfor

ungenisomali"

Kuhle:"mmhuphiubhuti"?

Me:"uyokhangelaumfaziwesibinieKapa"

Kuhle:"wamvumela"?

Me:"tyhinilifumanekaphiiyezalemfuza"?

Kuhle:"haimanTee,ndiyakwaziwenaasozeuvume

lonto"

Me:"Kuhle,aphakwadepartmentoflovexaushiywa

shiyekaorelseuzokonzakala...Ihavefivepeople

whoneedmesane"

Kuhle:"kungashiywawonkeumntunotwena,iyazfela

lajitangawe"

Me:"bangaphiabafazibakatatakho?Siqalenjeapho"

Welaughedatthat helatervolunteeredto



takemetotheAirport,Iboardedandreturnedto

joburgbutassoonasIlandedIdecidedtonotgo

straighthomequickly,okwangokundinechancewhy

notpayVincealilvisit?Insteadofcallingmy

supposeddriverIcalledacabandfirstwenttobuy

himsomegoodiesthenIheadedtowardsthe

hospital.Uponarrival,hewaswithhisgirlfriendsoI

waitedoutside...ItwasreallylatebutIdidn'twantto

justwalkinanddisturbthem.AsIwaswaiting...

TatakaUbacalled Iputthephoneonsilent.

Nqabahasasecretskillofruiningpeople'smoods

nje.Afterleavingformissedcallshetexted:"weare

waitingforyouattheairport,kantilomhlangano

wenuuphumawhattime"? sonowthatecacile

funekandicacenamkodwaokoebendivimbe

uMongezindadendakhalalandaziyelaeDurban.

Wow .Ididn'tanswerhim,butdecidedtogointo

Vince'swardbecausebekulatealreadyandIwas

thinkingofmykidsngoku.

Me:"molweni"



Theybothlookedup..Thegirlgotupyaphuma

withoutsayingaword.Weird

Me:"oh-kay"

Vince:"don'tmindher"

Me:"mh...Unjani"?

Vince:"recoveringprettyfast..."

Me:"doyouknowwhodidthistoyou"?

Vince:"yourdad"

Me:"mydad"?

Vince:"crap!Youwerenottold...I'msorry"

Me:"yhima...Howsureareyouaboutthis"?

Vince:"taBeastknowsthedetailsI'msurehewilltell

youwhenthetimeisright"

Me:"Isee..."



AfterthatwehadalousyconversationthenIheaded

home.AsIwalkedin,Icouldtellthatakukalalwa...

Thenoisethatwascomingfromthesittingroom

‍♀justasIclosedthedoor,Nqabacalledagain.

Me:"mntuwam"?

Beast:"uphinafondini"

Me:"ndiyangenaendliningoku,what'sup"?

Beast:"useJoburg"?

Me:"uh-yes"

Beast:"wow...Yazndiqondbamakhendizenze

romanticandspontaneousndizokuthatha"

Me:"haykalokubabyawzenzituqhautyiwasisazela

sakho"

Helaughed...

Me:"futhikeungabisezaaphaukuba



awundiphathelangazonkeezantobendizicelile"

Beast:"iintloniziyamncedaumntu"

Me:"saaagqithakulolevel...Byebyefuthi,abantwana

bambayanditsala-tsalaiyaqalaubehlelale

yongamboniumamaboxabebuyaeskolwni"

Beast:"ningalaliI'monmyway"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup,IpickedUveandkissedhimaswe

walkedintothelounge,Ubacametowanthisown

mfunqulothenIwenttotheyoungerbunch.SisFats

hadalreadybathedallofthem

Fats:"besingekaphekikesisi"

Me:"noakhongxakisisi,youcangotoyourroom.

Enkosingonamhlanje,undincedekakhulu"

Shesmiledandwalkedoff...Igotcomfortableand

wenttocookformyboyfriend funekaaqale



ahluthebeforendimbuzengoBonginkosiandthe

truewhereaboutsofLwandisoTitus.Kuthwaindlela

eyaentliziyweniyendodaisthroughhisbelly...!
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ThewayIwastiredfromthetravelingIwouldhave

optedtojustmakesaladsbut...Ichosetomarrya

trueAfricanmanwhowouldnevereatsaladsfor

suppeer soIcookedforhim.Ubadecidedto

comejoinme...

Uba:"mamamphekantoni"?

Me:"nyama"

Uba:"sityilethinainyamakoskolosaAuntie"

Me:"kalokuutatakhouyezasondiphekelayena"

Uba:"yabuyatatakho?"

Me:"yep"

Uba:"zobuyanetan'khulu"?



IlookedatUba heshrugged.UzamsaphiuNqaba

latataapha?IftheymisshimmabayeeMontibuton

theotherhandIdidn'twantanythingtodisturb

they'reknewlyfoundroutine.Somaybeangafane

ezenjengenxayalontobutmnandfunaagoduke

lamfanaayekooNanahaibokuniniehleliapha?

Okanyewenzaintoayiqhelileyo ‍♀

Uba:"zophekawedwakendawambamna"

Me:"uyaphi"?

Uba:"ndodlalakaloku"

Me:"ungalalikeutatakhouyeza...XelelenoUve"

Uba:"mmh"

Thenhewalkedaway ‍♀"mmh"yintoyaphi?

Heh!AsIwascookingmyphonerang...Ilookedat

thescreenanddecidednottoanswer.Itwas"Soso"

butobviouslynothim...Ngaba"people"bakaNqaba.



ThenNtandocalled...

Me:"Ntando"?

Ghost:"Mrs,ugrand'?

Me:"ndisharpwena"?

Ghost:"I'mgood...Ihopeandikuphazamisiufunwa

nguSino"

Me:"youmeanOwe"?

Ghost:"nouSinoulaphafortheweek,uthi

uyanikhumbula"

Me:"ooh,mnikeiphone"

Thephoneexchangedhands...

Sino:"hellomama"?

Me:"heybabyunjani"?

Sino:"I'mokaymama...Ndiyanikhumbula.Uphiutata

he'snotansweringhisphone"?



Me:"callhimtomorrowsisi,he'sprobablyonhisway

fromDurbanrightnow"

Sino:"ooh...BaphiooUba"

Me:"bakhonabayadlala"

Sino:"ndcelazubanikeiphone"

Me:"okay...Sohow'sschool"?

Sino:"kumnandinjee...Ihavenewfriends"

Me:"that'sgood"

Sino:"butImissmyoldschool...IonlyseeuOwea

fewtimesngoku.Nizobuyaninisiphindesihlalenani

mama"?

Me:"akumnandanganauhlalanomamakho"?

Sino:"uAnelisamama?Haymnandfunauhlalanani...

OkanyekenotatakaOwenoOwe"

Me:"uOweakahlalinomamakhekanti"?

Sino:"mamakaOwemovedbacktoCapeTown

kalokumamasoOweliveswithhisdad"

Me:"yho...Butmntanamyouhavetogiveyourmom



achancenaye.Don'tshutherout"

Sino:"I'mnotshuttingherout,Idon'twannalivewith

her.Idon'tmindvisitingeveryholidaybutuhlala

nayeoko?Ha.amama"

Me:"uthiniutatakho"?

Sino:"tatakalokuakayibambiphoneyakhe"

Me:"Imeanyourotherdad"

Sino:"Idon'tspeaktohim.He'snotmydadanyway"

‍♀

Isighed...Kusukekwathinikanene?Andkengoku

unoskeibekantindingcolile,Iwasn'tgonnatake

umntanawomnyeumntundihlalenayeafterallthe

bullIwentthrough,ontopofthatwearestilltrying

toadjustkwathina...Haybingazokwaziukwenzeka

leyointo.

Sino:"ndizophindandceleiphonekutatakaOweso

thatIcancalldadtomorrow"



Me:"okaykebabe,byebye"

Itookthephonetothetwinsndayogqibezelaiimbiza,

whenIwasdoneIwentforaquickshowerjusttobe

freshfortheniqqathenIjoinedthekidselounge.

Twoofthetripletswerefastasleepalready...

Uve:"mamamzobuyaniniuSosoneuncleKay"?

Me:"nextmonth"

Uve:"uninilowo"?

Me:"andikhoSureyaziUvebauniniunext

month,zubuzekutatakhoofikakwakhe"

Uve:"uphutatakhoyena"?

Me:"uyeza"

Uba:"okoesizalotatakhomama?Yhoha.asilaleni

ngoku"

Icouldn't justthen,Iheardacardrivingin



ndabajonga,Ubawasthefirstonetoruntothefront

doortherestofuspretendedlikeasivanganto...Well

untiltheywalkedincarryingeachotherUveranto

hisdad,Ijustlookedupunfazed .

Beast:"molweni"?

Me:"weke"

Beast:"uqumbelentoni"?

Me:"siphilileunjaniwena"?

Hechuckledandwenttokissthetripletsthenhe

cametimesitnexttomekissingmycheek

Beast:"uqumbelentoniumamakhoUba"?

Uba:"qumbeletatakhonjekaqumbelangamma"

Beast:"ohebengaqumbanga"?

UbaignoredhimwayaekitchenUvefollowed...



Nqabalookedatmesmilingthenkissedmeonthe

lips.

Beast:"undiqumbelenyhaningokundikukhumbula

kangaka"?

Me:"ambovasababendizophakasolong"

Ndatshondiphakama...Icouldfeelhiseyesfeasting

onmeasIwalkedaway.Iwasnotgivehimthe

satisfactiontu,uyqhelilelontoyobamasixabaneqho

xaebuyakuladolophuyeentlanzi.AssoonasIgotin

thekitchen...Therewassomeonestandingbythe

openfridge,thetwinswerebusytryingtotearopen

chocolatebars,ndakhendemandiqond'bandiyabila

ngaphakathi.UNqabauzanjaninomntuendlini

engatshongo,gqibanangokusefikileakatsho on

topofthat,lomntuugqogqaoofridgezakwam?

Lastly,whogivestoddlerschocolatebarsebusuku?

Haibo!



Uba:"haymanSosoayifunituvulekalentoyakho"

HaibouSosowabhityakangaka Heclosedthe

fridgedoorandturnedtoattendtoUbabutthenour

eyeslockedandhefakedasmilewhileIcockeda

brow...Ndinazoneendawoezifunulilakengoku.

Soso:"lookwho'shere"

Ndaskendaxakwa...Ndomiwangamagama

emqaleni.IfeltNqaba'spresence...

Soso:"surprise"

Beast:"Ifiguredforyoutostopsnooping,lemmejust

bringhimumboneaphindekeahambe"

WithoutsayinganotherwordIjustturnedandranoff

tomyroom,lockedmyselfinthereandbawled.This

wassoflippenunfair,uNqabashouldhavewarned



me khonakutheniwabhityakangakauSoso?

Whatweretheyfeedinghim?

"Babyvula"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkrightnowtorho"

Beast:"okay...Butvulaanywayandizokuthethisa"

Me:"Nqabathere'sashowerintheotherroomstoo"

Beast:"Luthando,khawuvuleucango.Haibo"

Iignoredhim.Tchini,iphelelephingokuintobawe'll

beindangerxaezeaphauSoso?HaymanuNqaba

uyathandanyhaniudlalangengqondoyam.WhenI

wasdonecryingIwashedmyface,openedthedoor

ndaphuma,hewasn'tatthedoorsoIjustwentto

dishoutgqibandabaserv'ainsilence.



Me:"beforeutyendcelauyolalisaooIya"

Beast:"ndzaw'bathathaxasiyolalamamakhe"

Isaidbeforeatye ‍♀ndazithathelaabantwana

bamonebyonethenafterallofthemhadtaken

plates,Itookituponmyselftofeedthetwins

becausebesekulateandbebezosokolisamnaksasa

soIjustwantedthemtoeatandgotobed.Ubawas

beingfussyandIwasn'tinthemood...Ihadalotof

questionsforboththesemen,khonauphiuFaith?

Uba:"funutyiswanguwe"

Me:"ndizakukhabakemnake"

Uba:"afunimanimamakho"

Me:"UbabaloGwaladon'tstartwithme,please.Not

tonight"

WazidlikidlaumntanakaNqabayomziwazilahla

phantsi



Beast:"izandodakutatakho"

Wavelawasothulaisikhaloumntu,ndamjonga

ndamhleka...UUbaakayazibaledramaandenzela

yonaisnothingashoecouldn'tfix.

Soso:"Tee"

Ndamjonganje...

Soso:"I'msorry"

Me:"fornto?Stagingyourowndeath"?

Beast:"Luthando"

Me:"mnxim"

NdabashiyaaphondayolalisauUve,itwasall

becomingclearnow.Soso'sdeathwasindeed

staged...Forwhat?Idon'tknow.Butwhyembi



kangakakengoku?Ebengatyiphakulandawo

bebemfihlekuyo?Mnximmanibloodygangstas!!!!
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Sosowalkedintothekidsroomwavala...

Soso:"Iknowyou'reangryatbothofus...Butlemme

explain"

Ndamjonga...Waitingkaloku ‍♀

Soso:"itwasatrap...Theplanecrash.Workingfor

yourhusbandhasitsperksbutit'salsodangerous

mmtasenaweuyayazilontoandthenontopofthat

mydadis...Wellyouknow"

Me:"whatIwannaknowisubuphiallthistime?Uphi

umamakho?Whohasyourphone"?

Soso:"afterthecrashIhasablackoutndavukae

PietermaritzburgapparentlyuncleBongzsavedme



andtookmetoasafeplace"

Me:"Bong'nkosi"?

Soso:"yes...Itfeltlikeacoincidencethathewas

thereexactlythatmomentbutIlaterrealizedthathe

onlyhelpedmebecauseheneededleveragewith

dad...And,hewantedinformationontaBeast"

Idon'tknowman...Iwastooslowforthis

conversation

Soso:"hekeptmecaptivebutmadedemandskutata

nakuTaBeastke...Tocutalongstoryshort,I'min

hidingforawhilebecauseyourhusband'smen

foundmebandiqhweshisa"

Me:"Sosoplease...Pleasemakemeunderstan-"

Soso:"utaBeastwilltellyouyonkintowhenthetime

isright...Idon'thavemuchtimeherebutIneeda

favour"

Me:"youhaveanerve"



Soso:"ndiyakucelamntase,ndcelaufouneleuLibo

umbuzebaunjani.That'sall"

Me:"ndifouneleuLibo?UzamthinibauLibhongo

unjani?"

Hesighed...Nervouslyplayingwithhisfingers.

Soso:"Ijust...Ineedtoknowumntanamurightnah"

Me:"mntanakho?ULibouzawmazelaphiumntan-oh

fuckSoso!NguweutatomntanakaLibo"??

Soso:"yes"

Haibo!Socasualkwaleresponseyalomntu?Haibou

Libo Igavehimmyphonewithoutsayingaword

gqibandamshiyakularoom.Ubabalowasstillcrying,

throwingtantrumsphofukwautatakheumbukele



Me:"Ubabalouzogqibaniniukutya"?

Uba:"afunutyiswauwemma"

Me:"kengokuyityakaloku"

Wakhala ‍♀

Me:"uzovusaabantwanamaniUbabaloGwala"

Uba:"righttchi,rightmanitchi"

Itookmyflop,heldhisonehandandgaveittohim.

Zobasispoiltbratphakude,ndambethayaphelatu

icheekgqibandamtyisangokuavuzaimikhunyi

neenyembeziokouyiseethecwaka.Itookhim

upstairstohisroom,Sosowasstillonthephone

withLibosoIjusttuckedUbainndamshiya

enesosingqala.Iwenttoclearupthelounge

ndayovasaizitya...Nqabafollowedme

Beast:"akazozivasakantiuFatsizityaksasa"?



Me:"mbovane"

Hetookadishclothwosula...Eyeingme,

ndazithandandavalaumlomam.Whenhecouldn't

eyemeanylongerhespokeup...

Beast:"don'tbehardonSoso...Hewasjustfollowing

instructions"

Me:"instructionsgivenbyyou"

Beast:"nambendizinikwabyhisdad"

Me:"mnandisesismuncusakhousigrogrisange

dangeryamagintsawhowilltrackmedownfor

callingSoso'sphoneinsteadoftellingmewhat's

reallygoingon.Ndimuncumnacryingandworrying

aboutSosokantiuyamaziaph'akhoyoundithelenqa

ndiqaqanjelwaziintlokoupholelwengamalanga

QhubaNqabayomziuyeva?Qhubandoda"

Wathicwaka...



Me:"ontopofthat,awutshobauBonginkosiisalso

involvedkuyoyonkelentoincludingVince'sshooting

funekamnandihambendisothukaxandisiva

ngabanyeabantuwhoactuallydon'tknowthatyou

don'ttellmesuchthingsngobakalokundisesi

sibhanxakazisakhosingenangqondo.Atrophywife

asamatteroffact,whoyouthrowmoneyandgifts

atasushatap!QhubaZikhali"

Idrainedthewater,whilehepacked.Sosocamein

Soso:"Uthiu-"

Me:"uphiumamakhoLwandiso"?

Soso:"kuthwauseKapa"

Me:"yaziphakwaTitusniphumeleleaphaebomini?

Y'allhavemadeitstrue"

Beast:"ntwanagogetsomerest...Nobauleli

kweyiphiiroomIdoubtyou'llbeattendedtokulomzi"



Me:"sundikwekwaNqaba"

Beast:"nobabyndizamaukhaw'lelananoTitus

seeingthatyou'restillbusy"

Indenzamunculeway Sosowalkedbackupthe

stairs,Itookamopandabucketndakorobha.

Beast:"ndikwenzelei-teababy"

Me:"no"

Beast:"icecream"?

Me:"hayiNqaba"

Beast:"okay,ndikwenzelentonike"?

Me:"leavemealone"

Beast:"I'mleavingyoualoneinthenext...Seven

hoursdon'tworry"

Iliftedmyeyesndamjonga...



Me:"ubusayaphi"?

Beast:"ndikhumbulaabantwanabam"

Me:"ubabonilekephindelaaphouvelakhona"

Beast:"ndikhumbulaulalakwibedyam"

Me:"uyandilingayaziwena"

Beast:"uvumelantoniulingekakengoku"?

Ilookedathimandchuckled...Ifeltlikeukumvasa

ngelabucketlamanziokoroba

Beast:"inobaucingangondithiqungalamanzi.

Shamemntuwam...ndidustishewhileugqibezela

ukorobha"?

Ndaskendatyhafa hewasmockingme.Idecided

toignorehimqhaqwaba,cleanedmyhouseand

wenttomyroom.Iyakhawasupplayingalone

mumblingthingsonlyknowntohim,byhimself.

Ndakhululakanyexaengenautatakhe,heslowly



closedthedoor.

Me:"there'sfreshlineninallthesparerooms,gohelp

yourself"

Heclearedhisthroat,Iturnedndamjongawitha

raisedbrow.

Beast:"okayfineI'llsleepinthespareroombut

ndcelauthathaibedyamkecozbenditshiloba

ndikhumbulaulalakuyo"

Me:"yithathe"

Beast:"nabantwanabam"

Me:"bathathemfondini"

Beast:"usoleundibolekanomfaziwamkebecause

andizolalandedwamna"

Ndakhululandangenaezingubenizaminsilence.He



followedsuitandjoinedme...

Beast:"uyayazithatIdon'tdiscussbusinessathome,

TitusmightbeyourcousinbutI'mstillhisbossand

hisalmostdeathexperiencewasworkrelated.

Vince'sshootingwasalsoworkrelated...that'swhyI

couldn'ttellyouthesethings...Idon'twantyouto

getinvolvedkwizintoezinjena.Youshouldknowthat

bynow"

Iwantedtoanswerhimbutdecidednotto...Wasn't

worthitanyway.Hecuddledmefrombehind,kissing

myshoulder...

Beast:"Iloveyou..Evenifyou'remadatme"

Me:"goodnightbruh"

Again,heplantedakissonthesamespotsalala.

WellIdidn'treallysleep ngqondoyamwasover



workingtryingtoaddthingsup...UphiuFaith?How

issheinvolvedinallofthis?IthinintokaMrTitus?

‍♀

AfterabouttwohoursndicingaintoengadibaniyoI

turnedtofacehim,hewasalsowideawake.Ididn't

caretoknowwhyengalelangakodwa"ukhumbula

ibedyakhe"

Me:"uphiuFaith"?

Beast:"useKapa...It'salongstorybabe.I'lltellyou

someothertime"

Me:"wehavetimenow"

Beast:"Icouldthinkofalotofotherthingstodoand

talkingboutyourauntain'tnoneof'em"

Iloudlyexhaled,helaughedatme

Beast:"awungusuperwomanmanbaby...Stop

actinglikeone.Sosoisbackandithi?Insteadof



questioningmeabouthisreturnyoushouldjustbe

gratefulthathe'salivetoseehisbabygrow"

Me:"gratefulneh"?

Beast:"ewebaby,grateful"

Me:"yazndinentlonizokuhlebelabauyagulawena

shame,ifanbauzalwaphakwaTitus...Iingqondo

zenuziyafana.Infactiingqondozenuxaninonke

zinenkwethus'trubob"

Beast:"khaw'beuqhuqhaleyendodakhokeKhwalo"

Uyaw'beaphindeaberightkeumntuonje?

‍♀
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Idecidedtojustlethimbe uzixelelemoskulento

ayenzayoandtheaimistofrustrateme.Wasn't

gonnagivehimthesatisfactionrightnow...



Beast:"sucimelakalokusisathetha"

Me:"night"

Wahlekaandjustpulledmeclose,webothknewthat

whattheydidtomewasunfairqhahedidn'twanna

admitngokundisacaphukayoforobviousreasons.

Ek'senindavukamnandivukelaabantwanabam

kantisevukilewabalungisausisFatssoIjustmade

lunchboxesandporridge...Uponwakingup,Idid

noticethatNqabawasn'tinbedbutakhange

ndiy'nikeattentionlontountilthekidsleft.

Fats:"ndisayangasetownsisiakhontouyidingayo"?

Me:"ha.asisi...Ndcelauhambenes'tixoungabuya

ndingekho"

Fats:"yhuuzahambanabantwana,akushushwanga

ncamphandle"

Me:"ndizobashiyanotataboIhavetomeetwith

somecontractorsandgocheckontheprogressof

theboutique"



Fats:"Idon'tthinkukhonaumyenakho,ngoku

bendivukaimotoyakheibiphuma"

IlookedatFatimathenatthedoor...Itwasn'ttoofar

fetched ‍♀lendodabitshilobaizophinda

ihambeandIdidn'ttakehimserious.

Fats:"butndingayanangeweekendetown

akhongxaki"

Me:"it'sokaysisi...I'lltakethemtoKeri"

Weassistedeachotherinpreparingallofthekids,

ndavasathenItookthemtoschool,droppedherat

thebusstopthenndayonxibandafikauNqaba

ekhonaesitya.Ijustwenttomyroomandgot

dressed...Rippedskinnyjeans,leopardprintstilettos

andmatchingoffshoulderbodysuittoppedwitha

beigeblazerandmatchingbag.Heenteredtheroom

whileIwasapplyingmakeup,phofuhe'scarryinga

glassofwhiskeywhilefinishingoffasandwich.



Nqaba:"kuyiwaphi"?

Me:"kuyaphandwaeGoli"

Nqaba:"butIjustgothome...Can'tyoureschedule"?

Me:"nope"

Nqaba:"babyufunandibelonelykulendluingaka?I'm

notusedtoabighouse...Ndiqheleiiflatsmna"

Me:"Iknowmntuwam...Icebo,zuhlaleaphaor

eloungesothatungalahlekikulendlu"

Nqaba:"uzamnkauphekilemos"?

Me:"there'sfoodinthefridge,marinatedrawmeant

ebhakethiniincaseyoufeellikeabraai...And,

there'smoreruminthecellar.Youshouldbefine

baby"

Wathula...

Ididallmytouchupsandlookedathimforapproval



Me:"ndilungisendaw'ni"?

Nqaba:"Ithinkungamhlexaunonxibaitekineskipa

esimhlophe"

Me:"nyhanineh?"

Henod

Me:"oraayt.Loveyouvha"

Ikissedhischeekndaphuma,Iheardhisfootsteps

behindmebutIignoredhimasIgrabbedanapple

andcarkeysndamshiyapha.Hestoodatthedoor

watchingme,IhootedasIdroveoutndaqalaesalon

formyhairandnails,wenttomeetwiththe

contractorsanddiscussedtheplanfortheDurban

hotel...Theyweretheheadquartersofa

constructioncompanyIwasgonnause.Afterall

wasonthedottedlinendahambandayakwaLand

Rover Iwantedacar...Abrandnewcarinfact.

Biggirlsplaywithbigtoys ‍♀Ipurchaseda

brandnewRangethatwasn'teveninstockthat



moment...Itwasyettobeorderedbutthefeatures

endiziboniswengulatatauyisalesagent

goodnessme!Afterthatkashaparoundatmy

boutiqueandmyheartmelted...Itwascomingtolife.

Myvisionwasgraduallycomingtolifeinthat

building.AfterspendingmorethantwohoursI

decidedtogohome.Ndaskendafounelwangu

Libo....

Me:"Libo"

Libo:"Hisisi...CanIpleasespeaktoSoso"?

‍♀

Yay'bonakelanto?

Me:"uSosouphindewahambasthandwasam...

Akhontoi-urgent"?

Libo:"uhm...Don'tyouhaveinumberafumaneka

kuyo"?

Me:"nobutndingazamaaw'fumaneumyalezo

wakho"



Itfeltlikeshe'scryingyazi...

Me:"urightLibo"?

Libo:"yeahuhm...Ijustneedtotalktohim"

Me:"andimazinobauphikesisindivukesemnkile

kwasendlini"

Libo:"okay...Enkosi"

Thenshehungup ‍♀IstilldrovehomethoughI

feltitwasabittooearlytobecoupedupwithmy

husbandendlini.Iparkedandgotout,walkedin

kwabekuthecwaka...

Me:"Baby"???

Nqaba:"akekho"

Me:"ohhaymand'buyeleaphondivelakhonamos"



Iopenedthroughdoorandwalkedout,hecameto

thefrontdoor..Shirtlessandbarefootwithjust

shortson

Nqaba:"uyaphi"?

Me:"ndiyokhangelaubaby"

Wahleka

Nqaba:"yazLuthando...Mh"

Me:"kalokuutheakakhosondonqenaubhoreka

ndedwakulendlu"

Nqaba:"inandikunikelekulobabywakho"

Me:"andfuni"

WithoutevenknowingitndombonesesizasoIran

totheothersideofthecar,hechasedme...Forthree

roundsthencaughtme.Mystomachwaspainful



fromlaughing hecarriedmeonhisshoulder

ukungenaendliniandputmeonthecouch

Nqaba:"yhuuyasindamanLuthando"

Me:"solilonkendityebile"?

Nqaba:"haykhangenditsho"

Me:"ohwell,I'lljointhegymnextmonththen"

Hepouredmeaglassofwineashecarriedmylegs

onhislap.

Nqaba:"youdon'tneedthegym...Urightngoku

unjena"

Me:"uSosoufumanekanjani"?

Yaphelaincoko

Me:"okanyeuLibhongondimnikeinumberyakho



becauseSosocalledheronmyphoneyesternight

nowtodayshecallsmebecausesheurgentlyneeds

tospeaktohim...Andandimazinobauphior

ufumanekanjani"

Nqaba:"I'lltellhimtocallher"

Me:"mmh"

Iremovedmyshoesandwentupstairstoremove

thejeansforsweatpants...Whileupstairsanaughty

thoughtcreptinsoinsteadofchanging...Idecided

tojusttakeanotherbath.Fifteenminuteslater,he

camelookingforme

Nqaba:"umntuuvasakangaphingemini"?

Me:"dependsbaakhiwaphiamanzi"

Nqaba:"yintonileingakaovaswayobecauseI'msure

ubuvasileksasa"

Ijustlaughedathim...Inobaucingbandivasantoni

yena?



Me:"I'llbedoneinaminutemanbaby"

Nqaba:"youhaven'tansweredmyquestion"

Me:"ndivasaumzimbahaibowhatkindaquestionis

yourquestion"?

Hetookagoodlookatme,evenflinchinghiseyes

Nqaba:"unendodaLuthando"?

ookaaay!

Me:"eweLuthando"

Ndatshondidrainaamanzi.

Nqaba:"I'mnotjokingkengoku...Unendodana"?



Me:"eweLuthandondinendodahaibo,ucing'ba

ndiwenzenjaniamaziphoneenwelendingakhange

ndifunemalikuwe"?

Nqaba:"awunamaliyokuzenzaintloko"?

Me:"wandiqhelisaukundenzakebhutiqhainto

endingazomelananayokumanendicelaubeubona

baIneedarenewal"

Nqaba:"LuthandoGwala"

Istoppedandlookedathim...

Nqaba:"I'mgonnaaskyouonelasttime...Unendoda

nah"

Me:"tyhiniThixo,ewebabyndinendoda.Sithenina

isiXhosasamasivakalinamhlanje"?

Icouldseehimgettingworkedup paybackfor

lastnight.Iwrappedmybodyinatowelandwentto

myroom.Obviously,hefollowed...Thenmyphone

rang:Kuhle



Me:"hey"

Kay:"madam...Yougood"?

Me:"asusual...You"?

Kay:"I'mgood...HeyIneedyourhelpman"

Me:"with"?

Kay:"mybabymommawantssolecustodyforthe

kidsaccompaniedbymaintenanceonlybecauseI

toldherIwillnotbreakupwithmygirlfriend"

Me:"ohkay...Howdoesyourgirlfriendfeelaboutthis"?

Kay:"haven'ttoldheryet"

Me:"firsttalktoher,thenI'llseewhattodo.I'msure

ukhonaumntuonos'ncedakwezitshomanazam"

Kay:"okay...OkayI'llcallyouagain"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...



Nqaba:"lendodakhoalsohasagirlfriend"?

Me:"andbonintoifanikulonto"

...ndathambisa hestoodbehindmeinsilence,I

wasn'tmovedto.Ilotionedmybodyndagqibaelibele

kubayibodyguardyam.ThenIturnedandfaced

him,featherlykissinghislips.

Me:"kudalausexykanje"?

Icouldfeelhisbodyheatescalating...Ididn'tgivea

damn!
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Ikissedhimagainandhejuststoodthere,butI

couldfeelhisbodyvibrating umsindongowantoni

mhlawumbi?



Me:"yazibendikukhumbulakanjanilove"

Hemumbled"ubukhumbulanto"Ireachedoutto

himagain,nowstandingonmytoesasIwrapped

myarmsaroundhisneckoureyeslockinginan

intimateglancethenourlipsmetwithoutremoving

theeyecontact

Me:"Imissedthis..."

Hisbodyheatwasnowaffectingme,inapositive

wayofcourse.Iinitiallyfoundmyhandsroamingall

overhistorsoasthekissdeepened.Hegrabbedmy

behindaggresivelyashepulledmeclosesoourskin

rubbedtogether...Thenhesuddenlystopped I

lookedathim

Nqaba:"youknowIloveyou...But...babykhaw'thethe

inyanimanunendoda"?

Me:"canwetalkaboutlendodaafterundinike

iimfanelozamasyourwife"



Nqaba:"Luu"

Ipulledhimcloseandkissedhim,pushinghimonto

thebed.UNqabamustknowthatIrespecthimas

myhead,leaderandhusbandbutmakangandiqheli

.Idon'trecallhowhisshortsflewacrossthe

roombutassoonasIsawhisgloryIfeltbutterflies

inthelowerpartsofmybelly...Heallowedmeto

taketheleadinthefirsttworoundsthenhefully

tookcontrol.Asmynailsdugdeepintohisfleshhe

wentdeeperintothetunnelmakingmecryoutloud

inecstasy,eventuallymakingasilentprayerthat

Fatimamustn'tcomebackkwamsinya Ineeded

moreofthistherapy.

Wecuddledinsilenceasourbodiescooleddown,I

laymybodyonhisbodycoveringuswithaduvet.

Hisonehandwascaressingmybehindwhilethe

otherhadafirmgriponmythigh.



Nqaba:"babe"

Me:"hm"?

Nqaba:"yourbrothersrequestedafamilymeeting"

Me:"mh"

Hekissedthecrownofmyheadknowingthat

andimvamnalentoayithethayo.

Nqaba:"Nalique"?

Me:"fiveminutesbabyplease"

Nqaba:"Kay"

Cwakaemvakoko...Justthenmyphonerang,I

sneakedmyhandoutandrejectedthecallwithout

evenhavinglookedatthescreen.Iknewhe'dbe

suspiciousbutIdidn'tcare...AsIputthephone

underthepillowonwhichhisheadlay...Itrangagain

‍♀



Nqaba:"phendulaiphone"

Me:"don'twantto..."

Nqaba:"why"?

Me:"I'llgetbacktohimovukakwam"

Nqaba:"uhlelingoku"

Me:"mh".

Iswitchedthephoneoffsixoxeleyoke.Aftera

coupleofminutesIfelthimleavetheroomndakroba

andfeltformyphone wasn'twhereIinitiallyputit.

Goodthingithasapasswordandpattern.

Izomfratsamore.Ijustlaythereforafewmore

minutesthendecidedtogofindhimndafikaese

lounge.Ihadjusthisoversizedveston

Me:"baby"

Nqaba:"kutheniiPhoneyakhoitshixwekangakanje

ngoku"?



Ilookedathim...

Me:"phonekabani"?

Nqaba:"yakho"

Me:"ufunantonikengokuwenakuyo"?

Nqaba:"Luthandophendulaumbuzo,kutheniphone

yakhoinelocksezingakaendingazaziyo"?

Me:"andoyiswe...Babysizenjanikanenekulendawo

sikuyongoku"?

Nqaba:"unendodangokuwoyiswandim"?

Isquattedonhimsmiling....

Me:"ndcelaonemore"

Nqaba:"Luthando"

Me:"oneqhababy"

Nqaba:"suyenzalentouyenzayo...Iseriouslento

ndithethangayo"



Me:"eyonaiseriousyileyambaby...Xaseundihoyile

ndagrandthenI'llanswerallyourquestions"

Nqaba:"yijokekuwele?"

Ikissedhim,hepursedhislipsndamhleka

Me:"izakuxakakelentouy'qalayo"

Nqaba:"ifyouarenotcheatingthenwhydoyouhave

suchsecurityonyourphone"?

Me:"Souzixelelebauzandivimbajustbecauseyou

thinkI'mcheating"?

Nqaba:"andikuvimbanganixmnaumlomolowam

uwufunayongulondithethangawo"

Me:"good,sothatmeansIcanmakeuseoftherest

ofyourbodyaslongasIdontdisturbyourmouth"

Igotoffhimandkneltondownbetweenhislegs

sneakingouthispersonfromthehemofhisshorts,

whateverelsehesaidwasn'tmeantforme.Iwas

busywithmyownmouthsoIcouldn'tanswerhim



too.Igotupandremovedhisentireshortsndatsho

khona,lomntuebengathiakafuningokuwasgroping

myass,sucklingukudlakwengan'zami,callingmy

nameasifndiyotheza bloodyperv!Hewas

obviouslytooclosebutIwasstillfaroff...SoIdid

myshitandmotivatedhimtokeepupandhedid,

untilwehituptheclimaxtogether.JustthenIheard

icangolemotophandleandIknewitcouldonlybe

auntFatimasoIquicklygotoffthedude

Nqaba:"who'sthat"?

Me:"Fatima"

Wequicklygrabbedourclothesandranupthestairs

liketeenagersezingafunubhaqwa Iwent

straighttotheshower...Hejoinedmethereandwe

justwashedeachothersaphuma,gotdressed..

Nqaba:"uFatimacandrive"?

Me:"Cab"



Nqaba:"mmh"

Me:"yousaidsomethingaboutmybrothers"?

Nqaba:"yes...Bafunanibenefamilymeeting"

Me:"theydon'thavemynumber"?

Nqaba:"itsonlyrespectfultoaskahusband's

permission"

Me:"uthenikewena"?

Nqaba:"nditheuzaw'bakhonabutIstillhavetotalkto

you"

Me:"izobaphiimeetingleyo"?

Nqaba:"haike"

Me:"haikalokuawzozaneinformation

engaphelelangakum"

Akand'phendula...

Nqaba:"anotherthing,ooSinobacelaukuzaapha

ngoDecember"



Me:"ndizaw'bendibusytatakhe"

Nqaba:"haibo"

Me:"immediatelybevalaooUbandizobasakumama

eMontibonkethenndibuyendijonganenomsebenzi.

Ican'tbabysitsevenchildrenngefestiveseason

whenI'msupposedtobemakingmoney"

Nqaba:"bayakukhumbulaabantwanaNalique...

Ingathisibalahlile"

Me:"mabayeeMontikalokubaby,I'llprollyspenda

weekthere"

Heshookhishead...

Me:"orifuzaw'bakhonawenathenbangenzaapha

forthatoneweekubabysitt'ekemntwam"

Nqaba:"ndiyaphumanomsebenzimna"

Me:"baxelelekebasaw'dibanaeMonti"



Ndamshiya...Iwashungry.Ihadnoproblemhaving

thekidsherebuthimforcingitwasn'tgonnawork.

He'sseldomhomengoDecembernowhewantsme

tobecoupedupendlininabantwanaabasixhenxe?I

haveahotelinDurbanthat'sunderconstruction,i

haveaboutiqueinSandtonthatIneedtoplana

grandopeningfor...afterthatIhavetoreworkthe

oneinPEandmaybeworkonsomethinginCape

Town...IliterallyhadmyhandsfullandIwas

enjoyingit.ImadeachickenstirfryandGreeksalad

ndamphakalasayohlalabythepoolsideeating.I

textedLibojusttofindoutifshe'sfinebutshedidn't

respondimmediatelysondamyeka.Hubbymight

havedecidedtodropthe"boyfriend"issueorhewas

secretlyplanninggotrapme shame.Hisphone

rang...Wathethathengaveittome,Icheckedthe

screenfirst

Me:"mama"?

Mama:"makotiawunqabe,unjani"?

Me:"ndiyaphilamamaunjaniwena"?



Mama:"Ndiyaphilanam...Wasilahlanantombiyase

mazangweni"?

Me:"haymamakubusyqha..."

Mama:"uzabazisaniniabantwanabam"?

Me:"uzohlalanabobonkeuDecemberwonkemama"

Mama:"yhuhaybesendizokhwelandizobathatha

ngokwamngoku"

Ilaughedatherdramaticexclamation...Guessshe

missedusshame.AftertalkingtoherIgaveNqaba

hisphoneback...

Nqaba:"let'sgoforaride"

Me:"lemmegochange"

Helookedmeupanddownthengavemethat"haibo

Luthando"look .
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Libhongocalledmendisamnandelweyiride...

Me:"hello"?

Libo:"hiSibo...IreallyneedtospeaktoSosotorho

ndcelawenzeindlela"

Me:"uzakufounelasthandwabendiwudlulisile

umyalezo"

Libo:"youcan'tgivemehisnumber"?

Me:"andinayonamngutatakaUbaumntuo

communicaternaye"

Shesighed...

Me:"isthereanythingyouneedurgently

endinokuncedangayo"?

Libo:"nouhm...I'llbefine"

Me:"Libo"



Libo:"MrsGwala"

Me:"ifyouneedimaliyokuyakwagqirhaoryou're

cravingsomethingongenamaliyayoyitshoI'llgiveit

toyou...Soso'sabsencedoesn'tmeanakhobantu

andwhenitcomestohisbaby..Pleaseandfunu

xoxaintoendingayaziyothetha...Ufunantoni"?

Shesaidsomethinginmuffledsoundsthenshe

hungup...Ilookedatmyphonethenatmyhusband

waskewandihleka.

Me:"shehunguponmekodwandifunaumnceda"

Nqaba:"hormonesbaby"

Me:"eshe"

WedrovetohisclosedShisanyama,parkedandgot

out.

Me:"weareherewhy"?



Nqaba:"ndiyakubonanjeingathiyoudon'tinclude

thisonyourprioritylistbutitsstillyourproject"

Me:"andilibelangakalokuI'mgonnaworkwiththe

teamthat'sworkingontheboutique"

Nqaba:"good...Izobonake"

soleridewasa"business/work"ride?Tyhini

andizimiseleandimhleevenmatchingtohimkanti

ndizoplaniswaumhlaba .Hewalkedmetothe

backandtoldmewhathewantedtosee

xasewuqalileumsebenzisoobviouslyIhadtotake

notestoshowthatI'minterestedkulento

ayithethayo.AfterfifteenminutesIputmyphone

awayandjustfollowedhimedwabauntilherealized

thatI'mnolongertakingnotes.

Nqaba:"ndikudikile"?

Me:"Ithoughtyou'retakingmeoutforamovieor

somethingnotlentoundenzisayona"

Nqaba:"thisisimportanttoo,awsatefiumdalaunje"



Me:"ndakushiyaaphakemnaketatakhe,asoze

undikhupheendliniforthis"

Nqaba:"okaymasambe"

Ismiledandskippedrightbehindhim,wereallywent

towatchmoviesandhadasnackemvakokothenwe

wentforalightcocktailandchilled.

Me:"uzophindauhambenini"?

Nqaba:"ndiyaphindifika"?

Me:"haikalokuuqhelufikaidlulemfondini"

Nqaba:"andihambike"

Me:"mmhsondingayaeBhayimos"?

Nqaba:"entwini"?

Me:"IhaveabusinesseBhayiNqabayomziGwala"

Nqaba:"sihambasoy'thu"

Me:"abantwanabazothinibecausendizolalapha

yilontondfunukuyangokuukhoyo"



Nqaba:"aw'zolalaBhayiLuthando,sizoyasobabini

siphindesibuyesobabini...UMoukhona

uzaw'phindaasisexakucabalentouyoyenza

ay'nokwenzekangeminienye"

Me:"mnkokay"

IhadforgottenthatIhavea"man"untilaboutafew

minuteslatersesisiyothathaabantwanaecreche

ndasukanday'hleka yilontondikhatshwamos?

Kucingwangalendodandinayo?KantikeIalso

wantedtocheckonLibo,imightbemadatSosobut

uLiboneededsomeoneonhersideinhisabsence.

Pregnancyain'tnochild'splayndiyazikum.Ndi

worsekemnandandivelenditefeqhandaanikwa

umyeniowuqondayoumcimbi.WhenwegottoKeri's

kindergartenEvewasthere,Ididn'tknowhowto

reactandIcouldfeelNqaba'sheartthoughwedidn't

doourusualeyecommunication.Ukhuboneumve

umntuekucengangaphakathinangonaengekho

verbal?Itwasthatkindasituation.Sangenasabulisa

ndayaebantwanenibammnawhileheaskedimpilo

koosbalibakhe,Imissedabantwanabamsomuch.



Iyakhawangathikudalaefununinawaxhuma-xhuma

assoonasIapproachedhiscot...Theotherswere

fastasleepexceptforthetwinsofcourse,whowere

bothpullingtheirfather'slegsforattention.

Keri:"Iwantedtotellyouthatshe'sherebutIdidn't

haveachance"

Me:"noproblemsis"

Ndamphendulandingam'jongangandipakishaizinto

zabantwanabam.Sheletmebeandwenttopack

mykidsbagswandinika...

Me:"sireadytakaUba"

Nqaba:"oh"

NdatshondimkhombisaooIyazi,ndabhabhayisa

kooKerithenIwenttostrapmykidsemotweni.Eve

musthavefollowedbehindmecozndijikengaye...



Eve:"IwashopingI'dhaveawordwithyoubutIcan

seey'allareinarush"

Me:"yeahhey"

Eve:"whendoyouthinkyou'llhaveachancefor

coffee?Iwon'tbehereforlong"

Me:"I'mnotsuresis,I'msupposedtobegoingtoPE

tomorrowbutI'mstilldependinguponmyhusband"

Eve:"oohIsee"

Inod...Therewasnothingelsetosay,assoonas

hubbywasdoneIbidmylastgoodbyessagoduka.

Xasifikathereweretwocarswaitinginthedriveway

Me:"youareexpectingpeople"?

Nqaba:"nope"

WeparkedbohlikakuqalaooUba,knowingthekinda



lifestylehelivesIrushedrightafterthemleaving

Nqabawiththreekids yawzibonabaubaphatha

njani.Whatifabantwanabambangeneendlinikukho

amadodawhoarereadytoshoot?Fatimawas

makingtea...sowefollowedemvakwakheonlyto

finduNqobimpi,Bonginkosi,LegendandSirTitusin

thelounge.

Me:"erhm...Molwenitata"

Nqobi:"molokazana...Tshini,naliikamvalakwa

Gwala"

Uvelilewasalreadyonhislap,uUbawastryingto

readfaces ubajongeboooonkethenhiseyes

stoppedkutatakaSoso.

Uba:"ngutatakabaniwenatata"?

Titus:"ndingutatakhonawekwedini"

Uba:"heh,angotatamfondini.Ngutatakabani?



Mamam,ngutatakabaniaba"?

Ndaguqukakwangokondayoncedisautatakhe

phandle.Helookedatmetryingtoreadmyface

Me:"tatakhouzenotaLegend"

Nqaba:"bayaphi"?

Me:"notakaSoso"

Heclosedandlockedthecar...

Me:"notatakaGudda"

Thenhestoppedwandijonga...

Me:"I'mnotsurewhyyou'regivingmethatlook"

Nqaba:"ndilindeuthiyou'rejoking"

Me:"unfortunatelyI'mnot...Ndiskendamuncu

uzuqonde"



Nqaba:"Heh,abantubavelabagalelelekenjeemzini

wabantubengatshongo"?

Me:"ngootatabakho,ambobahoya"

Wahlekanjeaswewalkedin,kwafunekandiyopheka

kengoku because"baw'zala"asIwaspreparing

tocook...gqiuNtandooutofnowhere

Me:"babyndcelaundiphatheleiredwineforibeef"

Wancuma...SoIlookedathimonemoretime.

Me:"Ntando...ufikenini"?

Ntando:"coupleofhoursago...Indawniiwine"?

Me:"cellar...Justdownthepassage"

Ntando:"comingrightup"

‍♀



NowNqabaappearedlookingnavish...Iknewikhona

imcaphukisayobutIwasn'tgonnasayanything.

Nqaba:"uthiutatazalawakhoufunainyamayenkomo,

uthiutatakhoufunaiporkuthiutatakaSosono

Legendbafunaigusha"

Ilookedathiminsilence

Nqaba:"uphiuNtando"?

Me:"cellar"

Nqaba:"ndcelaufouneleuMongeziumxeleleabe

readytotakethesementoCongo..Abazolalaapha"

Me:"bonke"?

Nqaba:"ewe"

Gqibawaphindelakubo,Ididn'twannatalkmuchso



ndaphekayonkelanyamaasinstructed,Ntandogave

methewineandjoinedooyise.Nowtheconfusing

partkuyoyonkelentois:ufunantoniapha

uBong'nkosi?Whyaretheyhereplayingfamily

bonds?Kwam,bengatshongokuthiphofIwon'teven

askhowtheygotdirections.Becauseit'sclear

Nqabadidn'tknowbayeza...AsfarasIknew,noone

elseknewaboutournewhouse.

Uba:"mamamuSosowakhoakazikokwenu"?

Me:"andimaziUbaambobuzaphakutatakhe"

Uba:"kutatakho"?

Me:"tatakaSosoUbabalo"

Uba:"uphiyenautatakhe"

Me:"uphaelounge"

Uba:"womphi"?

‍♀

Me:"lobumbuzabangutatakabani"

Uba:"tyhiiiiini"!



Hequicklyranbacktothelounge...Inamatterof

secondsengenilendevaintswahlayentsini.
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IneededhelpbutFatimawaslookingafterthe

tripletsandthetwinswerewiththeolderfolk,soI

suckeditup.WhenIwasdonendabenzelauself

serviceatthediningtable,askedNqabatocallthem

gqibakwamndathathaabantwanabam

ndayobavasabonke.

"Uyabizwa"

Me:"I'mbusy"

Nqaba:"baby"

Me:"bra,xeshalabantwanalolalakudalalidlulile

ngokundimndedwauzosokoliswangooUveekseni"

Nqaba:"yizosabelakaloku"

Me:"uzoshyekaubagqibezela"?



Nqaba:"awuzohlalaLuthandohaibo"

Me:"haikeLuuandizike.Tyhini,andndidiniwemna"

Wandiyeka...Ndakhuphaabantwanabamand

preparedthemforbedgqibandayocelauFatimato

cleanupogqibakwababantuyonkelantobayenzayo.

ThenIchanged,turnedoffthelightndalala...

Don'tknowwhattimeitwasbutIwaswokenupby

carsandgunshots.Thefirstthingthatcameintomy

mindwas:abantwanabam!Irantotheirroom

ndafikauFatimaehlelinabo...Confusedastowhy

wassheevenfasterthanmetoreachtheroom I

wenttolookforNqababuthewasn'ttheresoI

calledhim.

Beast:"can'ttalkrightnow"

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Beast:"callyoulater"



Thenhehungup...Icalledhisbrother

Ghost:"Madam...Can'ttalkrightnow"

Me:"mnxim"

Ihungup...Icouldfeelasoftbreezecomingthrough

soIfolloweditandfoundthefrontdoorwideopen,

andthefrontgate.Andtherewassomeoneonthe

groundrightatthegatebutIwasn'tgonnagoout

thereandseewhoitwas.Riskmylifeforwho?I

lockedmydoorsandturnedoffthelight,wentto

checkonmykidsndafikabelelenoFatimaengekho

kubosoinsteadofgoingbacktomyroomIjoined

themndalalapha.EkseniIpreparedthetwinsfor

schoolandbuckledthemupinmycarphofuutatabo

andhisbrotherwerewashingsomethingbythegate,

ubababuyeninibazazibodwa.ItoldFatimaI'dbe

outfortherestofthedaysoIneededhertokeepan

eyeonthetripletsthenIdrovethekidstoschool

firstgqibandayaeairportandflewdowntoPE.



NdaqalakwaSparandboughtLiboacoupleof

thingsthenIwenttomyboutique,theexcitementon

theotherguyswhentheysawmekudekuthwe"yho

haikemadamsitshosanethembhanoko"

ithembalelonyuselwakealikhoelinye.Afterliaising

withmostofthemIwentuptoLibo'sofficeand

knocked

"Comein"

Herresponsewasfrailandtired Iopenedthe

doorslowlypeepingmyheadfirstandwaiteduntil

shelookedup,theshockonherfacewhenshesaw

me.Wazamanophakama,Iwalkedin...Andwe

huggedndamnikaooplasticbakhe.Phofu

ndiqokeleleyonkintoendandiyityathroughoutall

threeofmypregnanciesbecauseIdidn'tknow

specificallywhattobuyher.



Me:"thisofficelooksandfeelssowarmhey!"

Libo:"hahaI'lltakethatasacomplimentbut...What

bringsyouhere"?

Me:"ndizobonawena"

Wehcwaka

Me:"unjani"?

Libo:"I'mokaysisi"

Me:"Libo"?

Waphakamisanjeamehloethegwantyi.

Me:"howareyouholdingup,how'sthepregnancy

treatingyou?Haveyoubeentoadoctoryet"?

Wasukawalilaumntu,ndaxakwanobandimthini

becauseuhlelibehindherdesk.



Libo:"ndirightsisiit'sjust...Imisshimsomuch.I

knowatfirstIdidn'twannabotherhimngamor

ngomntwanabecauseIdidn'twannalietomyself

fullyknowingwewereneverinarelationshipbut..."

Shewasinloveandhurting,Iknewthatfeelingall

toowellbutIfeltlikeshewasindenialngefeelings

zakhe.

Me:"ayamthanda"?

Libo:"we'rejustfriends"

Me:"uyamthandanah"?

Libo:"sisiyoudon'tunderstand,it'snotaboutme

lovinghimyazi"

Me:"LibhongouyamthandauLwandiso"?

Shelookeddownandmumbled"yes"



Me:"doesheknowthatyoulovehim"?

Libo:"hedoesn'tneedtoknowit,Iknow

uyand'thandamnathat'senough"

Me:"uthandoisatwowayjourneyandexchange

kaloku,andit'simportantthatbothpartiesinvolved

knowwheretheystandwitheachotheringakumbiif

youwannaco-parent"

Libo:"IcannotaffordtogethurtalloveragainTee,

urightandthandayedwa.TheminuteheknowsIalso

lovehimsizobakwirelationshipandI'mnotstrong

enoughforthatrightnow"

Me:"kantinikwintoningoku"?

Libo:"simithiseneqha,askhokwinto"

Me:"awzazishemwenabaufunani...Kodwakekuyo

yonkelontorememberthatyoucannothaveyour

cakeandeatitANDungakulingeupanishe

umntasekhayangenxayezonozikaVincent"



Wahleka...AtleastImadeherlaugh.Icheckedon

financesbeforewewenttocheckoutabuildingshe

hadsecuredforthegrowthofthebusiness.Theway

shewaspreparedwithapitchandpresentationas

towhyweshouldactuallybuythisbuilding...It

pleasedmetoseesomeoneelsesopassionatenge

visionyam.AftercheckingtheentirebuildingoutI

gaveherthegoaheadwithpurchasingit

Libo:"kuzofunekakeukhangeleimanagerbecause

soonI'llbeonmaternityleavendizoshiya

uNontombi"

Me:"bekhendacinganoEveqhayhoizobangathiI'm

rubbingitinkuye..."

Libo:"yoursister"?

Me:"yeah"

Libo:"talktoher...Ifsheneedsthejobshe'llbe

grateful"

Me:"aw'maziuEvewenaLibhongo,yholantombi"



Wandihleka...Evegivesmeheartpalpitations Ido

wannahelpher,Ireallydo.We'resisters,we're

supposedtohelpeachotherandasfarasIknow

sheactuallyneedsajob.Unlesskeudewaphangela.

ButthethoughtofbeingEve'sboss ‍♀yho!

Eve:"khaw'beuthengaleway,I'llhaveawordnotaka

Ubaregardingthis"

Libo:"shouldIscoutforinteriordesigners"?

Me:"noIalreadyhaveateamleibusyeJozi,

bazokwenzaiShisaNyamathenbezeapha.AtleastI

knowtheyunderstandmysenseofstyle"

Libo:"alrightthen...NowIwannaproposebusiness"

Me:"haibo"!

Libo:"ewekalokisisi...Ineedspacetosellweaves

kuleboutiqueyakhointsha"

Me:"unesupplier"?

Sheclearedherthroat,ndamjongabecomingmore



curious.

Libo:"wayetheuSosoxandinofumanaindawoestable

thatwillbeeasilyaccessableandthat'saguarantee

inattractingcustomersthenangandithengela

eChina...I'mhopingthatstillstands"

Me:"mmkay...Drawupaprofessionalbusinessplan

andproposalthenwecantalk"

Libo:"yesma'am"

Ohwow.

IdecidedtotakeheroutsayotyaiLunch,

sisamnandelwewafounauNqabayomzi.Iwantedto

rejecthiscallbutndacingaiintsanazam...

Me:"Luthando"?

Nqaba:"uphina"?

Me:"ndisemsebenzini"



Nqaba:"komphibecausesilaphakuleboutiqueyakho

kuthwakhangeuzeapha"

Me:"ndisemsebenzinioutoftownLuthando"

Nqaba:"abantwanabakhobayakukhumbula...

Uzobuyanini"?

Me:"canIcallyoubacklater,I'mactuallybusyright

now"

Nqaba:"siyeza"

Me:"hehehenizaniyaphibra"

Nqaba:"sizakuwemfondini"

Me:"okay.Byebye"

Ihungup...Liboeyedme

Me:"thetha"

Libo:"utaBeast...Ithoughthe'sameanguyuntilI

sawhimwithyou"

Me:"he'smeanalright"



Libo:"nohe'snot...SomehowlotaBeastsimaziyo

ngaphandleisatotallydifferentguyfromtheone

yougettoseexasikwakho"

Ndaskendamhleka...

Libo:"andthewayyoutwoloveeachother...Isinika

ithembashamethatbasekhonaabantuabarightout

there"

Me:"hehesisi...Youdontknowwhatyouaretalking

about"

Libo:"sisimostmendon'twantindependentwomen,

hesupportsyoukodwaheprollyhasenoughforall

ofyou"

Me:"nyhanike...IalwayssayI'mnotluckyI'm

blessed"

Shame akhontoindihlekisangathi

ngumntuobonaiirosesandchocolatesxaebona



mnanoNqaba.Iyandicubhulanjelopart.
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AfterlunchItookheroutonretailtherapy,being

pregnantandualoneubeuminxwenazezimpahla

zakhozangokuubungekamithi phofukwalomntu

ukumithisileyojustwentAWOL...ndamshiyelaimali

yokuyakwagqirhathenIwentbacktotheairport.

Akhangendithindifunaukulandelwamna,andIdon't

ownaprivatejetsoumntuonendlelayosuka

eRhawutiniazeeBhayijustforfunwenzelaisiqu

sakhe.Itookaflighthome,butfirstwenttocheck

onVincentandbumpedontoLizzyephumapha...

Confusedmekindafrozebecausekaloku,wasn't

thaaatgirlhisgirlfriend?Yestheweirdo.She(Liz)

waschurpyandall...

Liz:"Trina!Wow,wherehaveyoubeen?Youlook

good...Wow"



Me:"I'vebeenaroundandyoudontlooktoobad

yourself"

Liz:"weshoulddocoffeesometime...I'msurethe

twinsareallgrown"

Me:"sure...Oldnumber"?

Liz:"yes"

Me:"I'llcallyou"

Iwasn'tgonnacallherthough...IhopedsheknewI

wasn'tgonnadothatish.IhadalilchatwithVince

wabesithiuzaw'phumainaweek'stime,naye

ndamshiyelaimaliandaplasticfullofgoodiesthen

ndagoduka...IwastiredandImissedmykids.Ihad

thisfirmbeliefthatwhenyouhelpsomeoneinneed,

don'texpectthemtohelpwhenyou'reinneed.Doit

becauseyouwantto,becauseitfeelsrightand

becauseyou'rehuman.Helpastrangerknowingfully

wellyouprollywillnevermeetagain,uyatyala

elohloboandtheonlypersonwhocanrewardyouis

God.Qha!Xandifikaendlini...OoUbabathathiwe

eskolweni,boththeirdadswerehomekudlalwa



ibhola.Ipaidthecabdriverandwalkedstraightinto

myhouse,IknewbandibonilemosbutIwasn'tinthe

moodforanyofthetwinsallIwantedwasmythree

bundlesqha.

Sihle:"wangenaumfaziwasekhayamadoda"!!!

Kuhlejoinedhim...IthoughtI'descapedthetwins

outsidekantino,kukhonaba.Itookabreathin,and

smiledbahleka

Kuhle:"shame,bungayazibasikhona"

Sihle:"nathibesingazazibasikhonaMrsdon'tfret,

you'renotalone"

Yaziintoedikayongalamawelewalaphaoonke?

Bayafana...Uzigqibelaumklokhileulifengokwazi

ubohlulauphindeuz'boneumuncubaworsewhen

theydecidetowearthesamematchingclothes.I



justshookmyheadchucklinggqibandabashiyapha

ndayokhulula,wenttocheckonthetriplets

ndabathathakuFatimasayolalaenurseryroom

saz'ncokolela.Iyaziwastheattentionseeker,Iyakha

andIyaweretheIDC'softhepackbutIyakhawasa

foodie .IrealizedIhadleftmyphoneinmyroom

soIwentforit,ndasolendiyifakaecharge

ndakhuphaekatatakhendahambanayo...Asthe

kidsenjoyedmypresenceIwentthroughiPhonele

yomntu.

Me:"shameiyabehaviorlechap...Wonderwhat

happenedtoNomsa"

Ndisancomanjalondagilananemessage'sfrom

Chuma:

Her:yhouyakhumbulekayaziBeast...

Hedidn'trespondtothatone...Aweeklatershe



contactedhimagainandqhongeoddtimes:

Her:Beast

Him:ufunantoniChuma?

Her:ndifunawena.Imissyou,Imissusmfondini.

Yourememberthepromiseswemadetoeachother,

ourchild?Wellbeforeyouhadaclone

Him:andiyontsangukesuqhunyelwakum

ngobusuku.

Her:rememberyouoncehadafantasyof50shades;

Icanmakethatareality.

Him:thankyoufortheofferbutmywifecango50

shadesdarker.

Yaphelaeyalomini...Threedaysbeforeabuye

lentombisenthimanude,wellhalfnudecaptioned:

"thiscouldbeallyoursagain,Sibongiledoesn'thave

toknow"

Him:ifufunyanalakhocan'thandleghostsbutthinks



itcanhandlebeasts,xandirholisiwengulamama

wakwamndaw'kuqhekezelaandbuyyoubiooilfor

stretchmarksnamashwababanokoawnokogqithwa

ngubabyenabantwanaabahlanu.

Thenbelowthathesentanotherone.."Youalso

needshapewearuzameint'ebufigurekanje

indimoshileintoyoqhelauqamelaendawenieflat

notkwezindulindizibonapha.Enyintoke

sendiy'lentangayehealthydietnontombi,andityinje

nanjani"

‍♀ е♀ е♀ е♀ е♀

‍♀ е♀ е♀

I'veneverheardisigezoesikulelevel!Ungafungauthi

bekuphendulauSosoapha andsomehow,Nqaba

thoughtitrighttotakescreenshotsandsendtohis

twinbrother yhundacimakwalophone.Yhu,

bendifunantonikuyointhefirstplace ‍♀



kanene?

"IthoughtweagreedsizoyakunyeeBhayi"

Me:"youthoughtandconcludedwedwa,Ithoughtyi

suggestionelenga-lengayo"

Ididn'tevenbothermyselfngomjonga,isthathow

yougreetyourwifeongakhangeumboneiminiyonke?

Tshi!HewalkedinandpickedupIyakhawhowas

closertohim,wamteketisa.

Beast:"uyagezaumamakhondodauyambona?Usile

lomamawenu"

Andamphendula...Akathethinamuthetha

nonyanakhe



Me:"IneedthebudgetforyourShisaNyamaoo

Laurensebezogqibapha"

Nqaba:"siqaleniniudiscuss'eribusinessendlini

kanene"?

Me:"oohsorry,ndimorongosir.Meetmeatthe

ShisaNyamatomorrowat09:30kesothatyoucan

givemethebudgettoworkaround"

Nqaba:"igcweleidiaryyam,andmydayisalready

plannedoutfortomorrowanyway"

Me:"oraaaayt.Ndaw'vangawexaines'khewu.

MabakhabebesiyaeDurbanooLaurenmos"

IdialedLaurenonhisphone...Ndamxelelathatwhen

theyaredonephakum(whichthey'dbedoneintwo

ifnotthreeweeks)bazoyaeDurban,thereafter

baphumeleeBhayi.Sheseemedexcitedknowing

fullywellthatIhadanoptionofusingpeoplewho

arealreadyinDurbanbutIchosethembecauseI've

beenworkingwiththensincethebirthofthe

businesswomaninme.Iwasn'tgonnabegumntu

ngexeshalakheforibusinessyakhe,evenifhewas



jokinguzoyazibaIdon'tjokengebusiness,Idon't

jokengexesha,Idon'tjokengemali.Naninina.Icould

feelhiseyesfeastingonmebutIwasn'tbothered,

endaweniyalontoItookselfiesnabantwanabakhe

ababaphantsi

Nqaba:"ifunantoniiPhoneyamkuwe"?

Me:"bend'senzalantobuyenzakweyam"

Nqaba:"Luthandoiyakugezisalendodaunayoneh"?

Ndaphakamandizomshiyaphanabantwanabakhe

enyintondiyicingesendiphenduleunothanda

intokubaingandivingcelakulenurserylendoda.Wes

ngokusey'cingaiyatyelwaangandikrwitshaafune

igamaneaddress!

Me:"inaiPhoneyakhowethu,I'mdonewithit

anyway"



Hejustlookedatme,ndaphumanayokenam

ndayibekakulandawobendiythathekuyothenIwent

downstairsndayogqogqaifridgeforicecreamthenI

wenttowatchsoccerwithKuhleelounge.Yazioo

Kuhlebandibonandihlekanabobacingendilibeleba

wandinyelakwamengeniseintombisingekhogqiba

waphendulaudothi xandinovusaolochuku

akunolalwakulomzi...Includingesas'thunzelasabo

singenangqondo.Bangalalaphandle .

Kuhle:"uyakhumbulekayazuLukas"

Me:"umkhumbulesezobuya"

Kuhle:"uphikanti"?

Me:"andikhosure,he'satraveljunkieasozeumazi

aphoakhoyokanyekanye"

Ntandowalkedinwiththetwins,Nqabawangena

yedwa



Uba:"mamam!Uyephingoungekho"?

Me:"bendiyeemsebenzini"

Uve:"tatakhokayiyenaselenziniyakhe"?

Me:"usebenzaphikqalalotatakho"?

Uba:"tatakhouphiselenziniyakho"?

Nqaba:"ndiqeshwengumamakho"

Uba:"uphiapho"?

Nqaba:"buzaphakuye"

Uba:"mamakhoup-"

Me:"uyakukhumbulauIyandoda"

Wancumawabalekawaphuma,Uvefollowed

bahambabayodlalaenursery.Bashyekabehleka

aba...Nqabacametositnexttomeuzenzaulovey

dovey.

Nqaba:"khawenzekaloku"

Me:"ndenzentoni"?



Nqaba:"lontounayo...Ziyabukwaiindwendwe"

Me:"youexpectingvisitors"?

Kuhle:"sithiiivisitors"

Me:"mnxim,andilibalinithethangabantuaba

serious...Andidinweguys,khanithengeniipizza"

Nqaba:"yisupperleyo"?

Me:"ubucingauphekababy"?

Wandijongabitinghislipokomas'tshaye heknew

fullywellthatIwasn'tgonnacook.Notafter

yesterday.

Ntando:"ufunaey'phipizzaMrs"?

Me:"sweetandsourchicken,tripledeckerplease.

Utatakheuthandausomethingmeatykexaecacile

soIdon'tknownizothenganjani"

Sihle:"bhutiucacileforipizzangoku?Okanye

sikuthengeleuSteers"?



Nqaba:"zikhonaiiribsphaefridge"

Sihle:"oohsoufunaukuzenzelaiiribs"?

Nqaba:"ndinomfazimnaandingobhulu"

Ntando:"umvileutheudiniwe,ungazoabuseru

Luthandosikhona.Especiallynotafterlastnight"

Me:"enkosiNtandoshame,umaneesenzangathi

uyand'thandalokodwaakandicingelitu"

Nqaba:"ungenaphiNtando"?

Kuhle:"I'vejustorderedtwopizza's,9kgofribsand

chipsnedrinks.Freedelivery"

Tyiweyivoteumntuelibelekuzenzacleverngam.
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Sancokolasonkehavingdinner,kwamnandi...Then

Ubawalkedinwithmyphone



Uba:"phoneyakhoyathethaumntumama"

Nqaba:"saphandoda"

Uba:"hayihayiyophoneyakhotatakho"

Kuhle:"yesUba!"

Itookmyphone,itwasSimasondaphakamaand

wenttotheporch.

Me:"hello"?

Sima:"heysis...Unjani"?

Me:"ndirightSimamnkeleunjani"?

Sima:"I'mcool...Uhm...Ubusykangakananinext

weekend"?

Me:"andikhosure,why"?

Sima:"senzaigraduationaphendliniincorporated

withmom's50thbirthdaysobesibawelauzenawe"

Me:"yhu”!



Sima:"weknowwhathappenedbetweenyouand

Gudda,dadtoldusbut...Thatstilldoesn'tchange

thatungudad'wethuandinsteadofholdingontoto

thepastwewanttomoveforwardassiblings"

Me:"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideabra...I'llsendgifts

akhoproblembutIdon'tthinkI'llbecomfortable

kokwenu,withyourmom...Kwakhephofu"

Sima:"umamauyamaziuGuddaebengumntuonjani...

Yesshewashurtbutwhensheheardthewhole

storysheunderstood"

Haynever!Yitraple !

Me:"canIatleastthinkaboutit"?

Sima:"ofcourse.Ndizovangaweke"

Me:"okay...Thanksforthecall"

Sima:"sharp"

Ihungupndakhendemapha...KaneneI'ma



murdererwhokilledherveryownbrothersinfrontif

theirfather.WhatifGoddecidestoavengetheir

bloodebantwanenibam,seeingthatndizele

amadodaodwaintoagangstademonizedfamily.

Nqaba:"it'scoldouthere"

Me:"Iknow"

Hewalkedcloserandheldmyshouldersinsilence.

Me:"yazinothinggivesmepanicattackslikethe

thoughtofmychildrenturningoutlikeyou"

Nqaba:"youmeanourchildren"?

Me:"whicheversoundsnicetoyourears"

Nqaba:"theycanneverturnouttobegangstas

ukhona,you'llsteerthemtotherightpath"

Me:"tatakhe...Youareagangsta,yourtwinbrotheris

agangsta,yourhalfbrothersaregangstasyour

fatherisnotyourkindagangsta.He'saganglord,all



gangstasbowathisfeet"

Nqaba:"you'renotagangsta,you'reaqualified

lawyer,you'reaclearheadedbusinesswoman,you're

avisionaire...Surelythat'senoughforthemtolearn

from"

Hemakesitsoundsonice

Me:"youdon'tgetit"

Nqaba:"Igetitalright,IunderstandyourfearsbutI

knowyourcapabilitiesandIknownoneofour

childrenwillevertakethisroute.I'mworkingmyass

offsothatwecanbuildlegitimatebusinessesfor

them...Properinheritance"

Hekissedmyneck...

Nqaba:"nabaooKuhlebaright,yourbrothersoo

Simabaright.Notall'sspilledmilk"



Me:"yeah...Uhm,ubuyaniniuSoso."?

Nqaba:"babe"

Me:"ULibouyamdingababyakekhoright,it'sher

firstpregnancysheneedsasupportsystem"

Nqaba:"uSosouyazazibaumithisilebaby,heknows

he'ssupposedtobewithherbuthe'snotina

positionrightnow"

Me:"you'renotansweringme"

Nqaba:"insixmonthstime"

Yhu!

Ndabindeka...Iloosenedhishandsndangenaendlini,

wenttorunmyselfabathndabizaooUbandavasa

nabosalungiselelaulalaleavingutatakhe

nabantakwabo.AfterndilaliseooUveEvecalled

Me:"low"?

Eve:"hey...Hoegaandit"?(Howareyou)



Me:"I'mgood,you"?

Eve:"I'mgood.Ekwouuitfindwanneerkanonmeet"?

(Iwannafindoutwhencanwemeet)

Me:"Idon'tknow...ImightbegoingtoDurbaninthe

nextfewdays.Whenareyougoing"?

Eve:"thisSunday...Iknowyou'rebusyandI'msorry

forjustpoppingoutofnowherebutIreallyneedto

seeyoubeforeIgo"

Me:"okay...Let'smeetatMochaat10:00then"

Eve:"thankyou"

Me:"sure"

Wehungupndalala...ItextedLukeagoodnighttext.

NdamvauNqabaxaezolalabutIwasn'tinthemood

tohaveapillowtalkandheknewthatI'mnotasleep

kwalentoangeneezingubeniandcuddlemegqiba

abuze"ulelenyhani" Ididn'tanswerhim.

Nqaba:"umamauyokwenzwi-operationyentliziyo



phesheyanextweek.Uzofikelaaphathenflyfrom

here"

Me:"kutheniisenziwaphesheya"?

Nqaba:"i-ouyakhefoundabestheartspecialistpha"

Ou-yakhe?Utat'Gwala heeee!!!

Me:"ngumzimbakabanilobeniwushiyeatthegate

izolo"?

Nqaba:"mzimba"?

Me:"ligazilikabanielibenilivasaksasa"?

Nqaba:"besiklinanjetherewasnoblood"

Me:"goodnight"

Nqaba:"haibosisathetha"

Andamphendula.

Halfwaythroughthenightndaphelelwabubuthongo

soinsteadofwakinghimuptoondavuka



ndayokwenzaiplanyeShisaNyamayakheelounge,

fromtherebrandingtotheparkingspace,thetables

outsideandtheVVIPAreaatthebackandofcourse

abrandnewkitchenandoffice.Itwasbeautifulon

paperandtheonlyteamItrustedwiththeexact

executionwasLauren'steam.They'renotjusta

decoteam...Theyhavebuilderskwaphakubo,they

haveecoambassadors,theyhavepainterssomost

ofthetimetheyusetheirownskillstoexecutemy

visionandbringittolife.Imaliyamandiyikhaleli

xandibabhatala...

Ntando:"you'reoverworkingyourself"

Iliftedupmyeyesndaqoshelakwalogown,xauhleli

wedwauhlalanjenanjanibutwhenthere'sanother

man,Whohappenstobeyourhusband'stwin..It'sa

differentstory.

Me:"beusefulandmakemehotchocolate"



Ntando:"yesma'am"

Hewenttothekitchenwabuyaephetheneyakhe,he

lookedatwhatIwasworkingon.

Ntando:"thisisbeautiful...Kudalandibuzaba

lamhlabaumngakayaebackwhyungasetyenziswa"

Me:"bendingawazikwawonamnauntilafewdays

ago"

Ntando:"he'sluckytohaveyou...Ihopeheknows

that"

Ndathula...

Ntando:"udadwenulongumntuonjani"?

Me:"whichone"?

Ntando:"Anelisa"

Me:"yhohayandimazi"



Ntando:"umntanakheundenzelaiworryman,she

hasn'tadjustedtothechangesandIthinkyonke

lentoisaffectinghernaseskolweni"

Me:"Rangermuststepinkalokuandbeafatherto

hisdaughter"

Ntando:"Sinoakafuninova...Uveleumshutteout

wheneverhetriestoreachouttoher"

Me:"nothingpatience,therapyandcounselingcan't

fix"

Wathula...Whatdidheexpectmetosay?That

ndizomthatha?Ain'tgonnahappen.Barightaba

bambahlanu,bandanele.

Me:"kuthwauhlalakuweuOwe"

Ntando:"yeah...ChumawafumanaanotherjobeKapa

wemnka,Owewathiakahambisondamthatha"

Me:"ushiyekanabaniwhenyougoonbusiness

trips...njengangoku"?



Ntando:"Ihavealiveinnannyegodukaxandikhona

nobayiveki"

Me:"that'sgood...Atleastyou'replayingyourpart"

Ntando:"youguysdidagreatjobinboththeirlives...

NdimanendimothukauOwethelevelofwisdom"

Me:"mamadidallthework,Nqabawastherebutnot

always.NdifikesebebhadlilemnaIcannevertake

credit"

Ntando:"youdon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout"

Idecidedtokillthisconversationtoo...Ndanceda

cozIheardthedoortomyroomopenthenNqaba

walkeddownthestairseshixiza.

Nqaba:"anisekhocozyinthemiddleofthenight"

Ntando:"lelonaxeshalokubacozykanyeeli"

HewalkedtowardsthetablewabukaeziplanthatI

wasworkingon...



Nqaba:"utshataniniNtando"?

Ntando:"ndizotshatabaniuLiboemithiswezezikaka

zakweliGolilenu"

Nqaba:"ambhokhangelaumamontanakho"

Ntando:"ingxakikeiqalaaphobecauseandiyazi

indlelaeyaeBhofola"

Theybothlaughed...Icouldntlaughbecauseiwas

stillstuckkulant'baakakayazinangokuuNtandothat

SosoisLibo'sbabydaddy?LigqubushauNqaba,why

engamxelelanga?Ndapakishaizintozam

besamnandelweyincoko.

Me:"goodnightini"

Nqaba:"goodnightkwedini"

Hewalkedrightbehindme,safikasangena

ezingubeniinsilence.



Nqaba:"intleleplanuyenzileyo...Doyouthinkaba

bantubakhowillbeabletoexecuteit"?

Wedontdiscussbusinessathome,right?Iwasnt

gonnaanswerhimke Ijustburiedmyheadinhis

chestashisarmspulledmeclose,ndacimela

ndalala.Uyaw'zicingelaimpendulo.

[10/11,19:57]‪+27730692704‬:#550

Ekusenindavukandayovasa...Ihadanappointment

withEvelynSmith,theroyalwife.HadIbeeninthe

moodI'ddressupforhermajesty butIwas

drained,thetravelingIwasdoingkulavekireally

drainedme.Iworeblackjeggings,blacklongsleeve

t-shirtandanolivegreencoatandmatchingboots.

Theweatherwasallowing.WhenIwasdone

ndavusalobhutindincumanaye...

Nqaba:"mh"?



Me:"ndcelazuhoyeabantwana,I'llbegoneimini

yonkebutuFatimauzobakhonaemvako2:00pm"

Hesatup...

Nqaba:"uyaphi"?

Me:"Ihavea10:00meeting,emvakwayoI'llbein

anothermeetinginJoburgSouththenafterthatI'll

beattheboutique"

Nqaba:"siyahambango4ke"

Me:"uFatimauzabesebuyile"

Nqaba:"wena"?

Me:"IsaidI'llbeoutfortherestoftheday...Ifyou

wannaseemebeforeyougothenyou'llcometothe

boutique"

Nqaba:"sure"

Me:"sharp"



Ikissedhislipsndamshiya,nowIdrovemyselfnoko

I'mjustgoingaroundhere.Kanyexandiphuma,u

RangeRoverwathiimotoyamifikile

ndingayoy'thatha yhuthe

excitement!!!!Butthen...Iwantedtofetchit

engekhoutatakhesoIscheduledtofetchiton

Mondaythenndaqhubekekawiththerestofmy

plans.Evewafikasendiziordeleibreakfast...

Eve:"hey,sorryI'mlate..."

Me:"noproblem"

Icalledawaitressthensheplacedherownorder.

Eve:"Ifeellikethere'sbadbloodbetweenus...AsI

recallourlasttelephoneconversation"

Ndamjonga



Eve:"Lindawasoutofplacefortellingyouthose

thingsyesbutnotallofthemweretrue"

Kwafikaukutyakwakhendisathulendijongeyena

qha.Kuthwaxaumntuefikelwekuhlambulula

sumphazamisauzambhudisa ‍♀

Eve:"firstlyIwantustoclearthis:I'mnotjealousof

youoryourlifebecauseIknowhowdangerousitis,

I'dneverliveaspeacefulasyouifI'dfindmyself

livingthatkindalifebutyouareokaywithitbecause

youwalkedintoitknowingly.Okayphew...it'sjust

thatevenwhenyoudon'tdoitintentionally

sometimesitlooksasifyou'rethrowingitontomy

face.I'molderthanyoubutnothingseemstobe

goingwellforme,I'mnotworking,myhusbandtook

asecondwifemakingmefeellikeI'mnotenough...I

don'tknowTrina,butI'mbattlingwithselfesteem,

selfconfidence...Ihaveissuesandyoualwaysseem

tobetherightpersontotakeoutmyfrustrationon

becauseeverythingisworkingwellforyou.Youand



KeriarelivingthebestlifeandI'mherelivinginthe

villagessecuringthetitleofbeingthefirstwifetoa

lovelessmarriage.Lwandohasstrippedmeoffmy

power,mystrength,myindependence.I'mnow

dependantonhimandthat'ssofrustrating...I'm

sorry"

Icouldn'tjudgeher,she'sbaredherheart.Icouldn't

trampleonitnow...ButatthebackofmymindIkept

onhearing:THISISEVELYN,CAREFUL.THISISEVE!

yey...!Theworstpart,shewascrying.Thathurt

mesobad,itcutdeep.

Me:"I'msorry"

Eve:"Ithoughtmeagreeingtohimtakingasecond

wifethingswouldgetbetter,butIdon'tknow...I

reallydon'tknow"

Me:"youlookpregnant"

Eve:"sixmonths...Hestillhasn'tgivenmemoneyto



buyclothesandall"

Me:"why"?

Eve:"hethoughthisnewwifewouldbepregnantby

now...Apparentlyshe'sonafiveyearcontraceptive

andnowI'mtakingthefury"

Me:"whatdohisparentssay"?

Eve:"whichparents?Thesameparentswho

suggestedhetakeasecondwife"?

Isighed...

Eve:"I'mnottellingyouallofthissothatyoufeel

sorryforme...Ijust,Iwantedtoapologiseformy

behavior"

Me:"soyou'releavingtomorrowtowhere"?

Eve:"hisfamilyhomethevillages"

Me:"whyareyourushingwhenyoureunhappythere"?

Eve:"isaidI'dbebackbyMonday"



Me:"youkeeptreasuringthesepeoplewhotreatyou

liketrash...whyEve?Asifyoudonthaveafamily

anymore"

Eve:"Youdon'tjustleavesomeoneyoulovebecause

ofacoupleofproblems...Istillfeellikesomewhere

somehow,he'sgonnarealisehismistakesand

apologize"

Me:"andyouthinkyoubeingahousewifewho

dependsonhishandoutsisgonnamotivatehim

how"?

Wathula...

ThisistheexactsamereasonwhyIthankGod

ngomyeniwam,hewantsthebestforme,he

motivatesmetoreachgreaterheights,heseesand

recognisesmypotential.He'snotshakenyisuccess

yambecauseheknowsmysuccessisour

success,hewillalsobenefitfromit.Onewayorthe

other.Hayleinto.TyhiniThixo!



Me:"Eve,ifLwandolovesyouforrealthenhe

wouldn'tbeintimidatedbyyourindependency

instead,he'dencourageyoutostandonyourown

twofeet"

Eve:"youwouldn'tunderstand"

Me:"Iwouldn'tunderstandbecausemyhusband

encouragesmetobeindependent.Heisnot

threatenedbymysuccessnordoeshebelittleme...

Whydoyouallowyourselfsuchhumiliation"?

Shesighed...ThatmomentIrealizedthatshereally

wasn'treadytostandonherowntwofeet,unyanisile

xesithishe'slostallconfidenceinherself.Andimazi

enjenamna...

Me:"Iuhm,Ihaveanothermeetinginthenexttwo

hours,ifyouwantwecangoshoppingfordie

kleintjieandBooboo"

Eve:"thatwon'tbenecessarybutthankyou"

Me:"youjustsaidyouhaven'tboughtanything"



Eve:"I'mnothereforyourhandoutsTrina"

Me:"Iknowthat,butIwannahelpyouasIthinkhad

positionsbeenexchangedyouwouldhelpmetoo"

Eve:"ofcourse...Butstill,keepyourmoney.We'llbe

fine"

Me:"ookayke"

Iphelilekumkeimeetingyekofu,ipaidbreakfast

yethundambizelaicabthenIwenttomysecond

meeting.Iwantedtodoasurprisebirthdaypartyfor

NqabayomziandhistwinbrothereKapabutIhad

foundacompanyinJoburgthathasanotherbranch

inCTsoIwasmeetingwithitsownertolayoutmy

ideasandspecificationsoftheparty.AsIdroveout

ofthatplace,asexpectedhubbycalled...

Me:"tatakaUve"?

Nqaba:"ubusy"?

Me:"I'mdrivingbuddy"



Nqaba:"ubhekangaphi"?

Me:"I'mgoingtotheboutique...Senizohamba"?

Nqaba:"bamnkile...Ndisendlinimna"

Me:"oh,Ithoughtuyahambanawe"

Nqaba:"baskebalilakakhuluooUveIdecidedtostay

behindnoSihle"

Me:"oh...Soyouwantmetocomestraighthome"?

Nqaba:"ewebaby"

Me:"mmh"

Nqaba:"ndcelawongezeisausageiphelile"

Me:"nizay'dinganamhlanje?Idon'thavemoneyapha

kum"

Nqaba:"I'lldoatransfer...USihleingathiebebawela

umojo"

‍♀

Me:"mnikeimotokalokutatakheayothenga

inyama..."



Wathula haikalokuIcannotdropmyplansforhim

ndiphindendiyofolaes'larhenibethedekreendlini!

Never.Ibekantibendisayekelantoniukuyakwi

boutique?Doesn'tmakenosense.

Nqaba:"uyezamos"?

Me:"ewetatakhe,andsendikufuphi"

Nqaba:"sharp"

Hehungup

KuthenienditefelanamvanjeuNqaba?ObviouslyI

knowI'mnotpregnantsoyintoningokundanesana

elidala?IdroveinasSihlewasdrivingout,hooted

andwenttoparkmycar.Ndangenaendlini

isezimbizenilechap,shirtless

Me:"mmh,molweni"

Nqaba:"mammie"



Yhu,Igotsweptoffmyfeetandswungaround

whathaveIdone?Akissfoundmylaughinglips,and

morekissingfloodedin.

Me:"okayyoucanstopnow"

Nqaba:"andfuni..."

"Yhukamdalaumamakhowafunqulwa"

‍♀ uUbabalo!Heputmedownlaughing

athisson,Iwenttocheckwhatwashecooking:pap

andchakalaka

Me:"sosiyabraa'ervandag,ithinioccasion"?

Nqaba:"akhooccasiontu,wejustwannaenjoythis

nicelife"

Me:"nicelifeyobuxoki...Wow"



Hesquintedhiseyesatme

Nqaba:"uyathandaubanegativekanene"

Me:"blahblahblah...Ubawherearemykids"?

Uba:"I'mhere"

Me:"Icanseeyou,baphiabanye"?

Uba:"uauntyFatseroominiyakhe"

Me:"mmh"

AsItookmybagtogo...

Nqaba:"youhaveavisitor"

Me:"iphi"?

Nqaba:"lounge"

Me:"kay"

Itookmybagndayaelounge...Theresatawoman



wholookedlikemymother,wouldhavesaidit'sher

hadInotseenhergoingsixfeetunder.

Me:"moloma"

Sheliftedhereyesandkindafroze...Immediately,

hereyesfilledwithtears.

Her:"yhoyhoyho!You'reanexactreplicaofyour

mother"

Me:"...andyouare"?

Her:"I'mhertwinsister..."

Waitwhat???Mymotherwasatwin?

seriously?Andshenevertoldmewhy?


