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That evening Gudda called,while | was washing
supper dishes with Soso

Me:"low"
Him:"hey,you okay"?
Me:"yeah you"?

Him:"I'm cool. Dad told me about your meeting
today”

Me:"l don't wanna talk about it. Please”
Him:"I'm sorry okay"

Me:"khayeke bro"

Him:"okay,so what now"?

Me:"l don't know. All | know is | just wanna give birth
and see how my life goes. Enye nenye makhe
indimele ngoku”

Him:"you mean utatakho makhe akumele’



| sighed.

| wasn't really in the mood for arguments namhlanje.

Me:"goodnight Gudda"
Him:"haibo sisathetha nje"

Me:"I'm exhausted and you're not helping either so..."

He continued talking I just put the phone on the
kitchen counter ndagqibezela le bendiyenza
uzozibona ba uthetha yedwa. When we were done
Soso went to his room, one that | prepared for him,|
went to mine. | ran myself a bath with relaxing salts
then | took my phone and called Keri while soaking
myself in the bubbled water.

Her:"hey you"
Me:"hey you,how you holding up”



Her:"I'm fine how's the little one"?
Me:"he's been treating me good sis”

Her:"okay,I'm sensing some weird vibes from you.
What's up"?

Me:"yho,where do | start"?
Her:"from the top"

Me:"okay so uhm,l found a man who's supposedly
my father. Then | found out that I'm a rape child.
Then | have about three brothers,and one more
thing,he used to be a gang lord".

Her:"you're kidding,right"?
Me:"l wish | was,| sooo wish | was kidding"

Her:"where's Evelyn ? | haven't heard from her for a
month now"

Me: "last time | saw her was in December when we
were with you"

Her:"so you've been alone all this time? Through
what you're telling me "?

Me:" | now know that I'm a big girl coz I'm still



standing”

Her:"I'm proud of you baby,| don't know what else to
say but to just keep strong and know that I'm here”

Me:"thanks for listening hey"
Her:"anytime sweetie"
Me:"good night then,kiss the little one for me"

Her:"will do,night”

When | hung up there were bank notifications,
Ntando had sent the money so | called to thank him

His phone rang twice then cut off,| decided not to
recall. Uyawthi xa engekho busy aphinde andfounele
ngokwakhe. | dried myself up and went to my
room,got dressed in PJs then | turned off the lights. |
received a message from Gudda's father " I'm sorry
if | scared you,l didn't want to disclose such delicate
info to you but since you persisted | told you. Don't
get me wrong,its not your fault, its all mine. Hope
you'll contact me again so we can move on. Have a



good night".

| didn't know what to say on response. | don't even
think | wanted to respond. | just put my phone on
silent ndalala.

The following morning | woke up at 03:00 am and
just allowed myself some reality check,you know?
Going through each and every detail in my miserable
life. No man,my life wasn't as bad as | saw it to be. |
realized that even if | wouldn't publicly admit it,| was
blessed beyond measure. | had Luu and Marc in my
corner,then the additional three brothers from my
dad. Then there's Eve and Keri. What more am |
looking for in life? Coz | have family. | have my own
little family in progress too,maybe soon we'll tie the
knot and then there's Sino and Owe. | know with
Ntando | don't really have to work,but | wanted to. |
know very well that he has the capabilities of
providing for the whole Nkandla if he wanted to but |
wanted my own money,maybe if | don't get to work
I'll start my own business but | wanted my own
money. Life taught me it's good to be independent.



After some time of thinking going back and forth,|
went to the bathroom, came back and checked my
phone :o0 | had tons of messages and missed calls
from the big guy and | knew he'll act up. | dialed his
number and called him back,jonga it was a half-ring
if ikhona then he picked up

Him:"S'bongile,l've been calling you nonstop! | even
texted you awphenduli? What's wrong with your
phone? Or awphenduli on purpose”

Oh-kay :/ what ever happened to 'hello’ ke atleast? |
sighed and answered in the lowest of tones that I've
ever had

Me:"I'm sorry,bendilele and the phone was on silent "

Him:"well you should put it on ascending or vibration
right after this call’

Me:"kay"



He exhaled.

| waited for him to recollect himself... It seemed like
a long wait and | knew if he doesn't talk,I'll drift off to
sleep pretty soon. Somehow though | was awake
when | called him,now that I've heard his voice |
suddenly became drowsy and sleepy all over again.

Him:"baby"
Me:"love"

Him:"ndiyakucela kak'hle, when | call you fumaneka.
Or atleast if u busy respond noba kunge message,at
all times | need to know you're safe”

Me:"okay"

Him:"why you awake this time though"?

Me:"l couldn't sleep anymore”

Him:"something bothering you™?

Me:"its nothing | can't handle,don't worry about it"

Him:"babe ubukhe wathi ubulila,now you can't sleep.
Are you sure you can handle whatever it is that is



bothering you"?

Me:"I'm certain, just do whatever it is you're doing
apho and come back. | need you"

Him:"okay now I'm worried.you've never actually said
that out loud before”

Me:"what"?
Him:"that you need me"

Me;"well I'm just telling the truth. | need you. For
cuddling gha”

Wahleka :)

Him: "ooh so I'm some sort of a cuddle bear to you"

Me:"you are not some sort, you are MY cuddle bear
of all seasons”

Him:"I'll be back quicker on one condition”
Me:"what's that"?

Him:"uzandibekela ntoni"?



Me:"wena ufuna nton™?

Him:"you know what | want"

Me:"then you'll get what you want,problem solved"
Him:"hm,okay. But you have to sleep now"
Me:"sure”

Him:"call me in the morning"

Me:"its morning already fondin khayeke ndilale
kancinci"

Him:"heh,call me ovuka kwakho ke"

Me:"sho"

Him:"yho uyozela ngoku,ndiva kwa ilizwi lakho"
Me:"bye bye babe”

Him: "sho”

| hung up,babuya bonke ubuthongo bam.
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When | woke up the following morning | went
downstairs ndafika sevukile u Soso esitya

Me:"morning"

Him:"hey,you slept well *?

Me:" yep,you"

Him:"yep. U Lindo wants to come here"
Me:"here as on Jo'burg or here aphendlini"?
Him;"both"

Me:"mmkay"”

Him:"you don't mind"?

Me:"cherrie yakho at the end of the day"

Him:"kay thanks,!'ll be out ke most of the day but you
will call me xa udinga anything right"?

Me:"yeah,don't forget your changing clothes”

Him:"l won't"



He ate finish and went to shower,| called ta Beast

Him:"hm"?
Me:"I'm awake"
Him:"oh sure baby"

Me:"sharp”

| hung up.

They must have been up the whole night xa esalele
by that time.

A few days later, Lindo came to spend the weekend
with us. | was cool,l didn't mind at all. Yamoshakala
yonke lonto on Sunday morning when my beloved
sister decided to come back home. | had just woken
up, bathed and was now going down to make myself
oatmeal breakfast when | heard her cross-
questioning Lindo who was sweeping the lounge. |
stopped at the bottom of the stairs ndabajonga and



she saw me before Lindo did

Her:"who the hell is she? And what is she doing here
in such skimpy clothes"?

Me:"morning Evelyn. Lindo yeka love I'll sweep up”

Wayeka and went back to Soso,l went to the kitchen.
Eve followed and stood there just watching me, |
didn't mind her,| just made my porridge in silence. |
know | was wrong even for allowing Soso in
here,worse kengok with his girlfriend coz this is not
my house. | know Luu wouldn't mind coz he knows
Soso very well ,but still.

Her:"l saw your missed call’

| wanted to ask why didn't she respond but | just
decided against it. She doesn't have to respond to
anything if she doesn't feel like.



Her:"Tee™?
Me:"Eve"

Her:"I'm sorry,okay"
Me:"about what"?

Her:"about not being around. | heard from Keri. Are
you okay"?

Me:"I'm fine"

Wakhe wathula.

Her:"who's the Lindo girl™?
Me:"Lwandiso's girlfriend "
Her:"oh,he's here t00"?
Me:"yes"

Her:"l see"



Ndaphaka ndamphakela,she took her bowl and we
followed each other to the lounge. My phone
beeped,| notification of a missed call.l returned
Ntando's call

Him:"hey, ubukhe wandfounela today"?
Me:"haikengok! You don't recall"?
Him:"well | thought | was dreaming,| guess not"

Me:"your business is messing with your head I'm
telling you"

Him:"is that you saying | must come back"?
Me:"you know | want you back nje"
Him:"ndiyeza sungxama"

Me: "kay | gotta go”

Him:"u sharp "?

Me:" I'm fine "

Him:"okay sho"

Me:"sharp”



| hung up and attended to my food. Soso walked
down fully dressed

Him:"morning,hey Eve "
Her:"hey, uright "?
Him:"I'm cool you"?

Her:" I'm good,please apologize to your girlfriend for
me. | didn't know anything about y'all being here"

Him:"no pro'm”

He went straight to the kitchen...u Eve ebezokwazi
ntoni when she's hardly home? Doesn't respond to
messages? Doesn't pick up calls? Heh!

Her:"so | see you're engaged. Congratulations *
Me:"thank you"
Her:"okay I'm getting irritable of this tension. What



must | do to show that I'm sorry"?

Me:"why do you keep apologizing for what you
wouldn't have been able to stop even if you were
here"?

Her:"fact is | wasn't here when you needed me most
okay,| feel guilty because of that and you seem
tense. | don't know,its like you're asking yourself why
am | back all of a sudden”

Me:"l don't know where you get your ideas but its
your brothers house you're allowed to do as you
please I'm sure”

Her:"you see? That! That's what | don't like"
Me:"honesty"?

Her:"no,that tone you used and your choice of
words"

| got up...

Me:"if you fought with Lwando don't worry you still



have a bed here,| don't know what you are talking
about”

| went to rinse my bowl and drank my meds. Soso
had made breakfast for him and Lindo then took it
upstairs. | went back to the lounge and watched TV.

L wando hooted outside she got up and opened for
him, Soso and Lindo came down.

Me:"have you guys eaten"?
Her:"yeah"
Me:"anibaweli siye caweni Soso"?

Him:"huh?"

Lindo laughed... Lwando walked in followed by Eve
,he greeted an sat down.



Me:"alright,lemme leave y'all and go get dressed"
Eve:"going somewhere"?
Soso:"yeah,uhm... We're going to church. Sho mzala"

LD:"sho ndoda"

Lol we headed back to our rooms,| got dressed for
church ndaggiba then I went down,Soso was down
already waiting for his girlfriend

LD:"so everyone is going to church"?

Soso:"yep,u bra G oko wayendilindile charlie | think
its time ba ndide ndiyombona”

LD wam jonga and shook his head,then looked at me

Him:"can we tag along? | mean,we initially came to
spend the day with you"

Me:"sure"



He looked at his girlfriend

Him:"go get dressed we're going with the others”
Her:"can't | wear my jeans"?

Him:"while everyone else is wearing dresses? Really"?

She ran upstairs to change,Lindo returned and now
we had to wait for Eve.
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We all got in LD's car coz it was bigger then we
headed to church. It was fun,refreshing even. After
church we headed back to the car, | bumped onto
Libo ehamba no Chloe also coming from church.

Libo:"hey Tee, awsembhle”

Me:"thanks"



| took a few steps before | heard Chloe

Her:"must be nice huh,having your man fight your
battles”

| turned, Soso was a step ahead naye wama and
looked at them

Me:"Libhongo, I'd suggest you talk to your friend"

Her:"what? You want Libo to fight your battles t00?
there's no need honey"

Libo:"don't mind her,masambe man wena you'll get
us in trouble”

Her:"get in trouble? Even if she were to convince
Vince to fire me he wouldn't, I'm irreplaceable baby.
Your man knows that Tee, ask him"



Then they left.

| looked at Soso and headed straight to the car.

Soso:"aniwubaweli umojo"?
LD:"ndiyawubawela mna,know of a good place"?
Soso:"yep,lemme drive"

LD:"besekukade”

They exchanged seats,we went to the ShisaNyama
and my prayer was that ibe kanti abantwana babini
bebezophangela . When we got there,there was no
space. The tables were occupied,well most of the
big ones and only a few of the small ones.

Lindo:"sooo,we're too many for those tables”

Eve:"Tee,can't you speak to Vince"?

| called him on phone



Him:"Tee"?

Me:"hey,we're actually outside. We need a table can
you help us”

Him:"how many are you"?
Me:"hay khawphume uzosibona,undigqgibela iairtime”

Him:"heee! Yes ma'am"

| smiled and hung up,he came out yhooo bangxola
ke no Soso 0 I'd forgotten about their little
friendship thanks to the twins!

Vince:"wait, Titus went to church™?
Soso:"hah! You underestimate me young V"

Me:"hello? A table. Please”

Soso:"nako ke uthethile u boss lady ntangam”

Vince laughed and combined two tables for us,we



sat down

Soso:"l don't know if you've met already,this is
Lwando my cousin and this is the main
lady,Lindokuhle. Lady and gentleman,this nigga over
here is sir Vincent,the manager of this place AND
brother-in-law to my favorite other newly found
cousin... Trinalique *

Gosh u Soso! Why does he talk nonstop though?

Vince:"wait,you're cousins? Tee"?
LD:"heee! This is news to me too"

Eve:"oh-kay! The holy spirit just came down on all of

us

| smiled...shyly,| swear this whole family was a
coincidence. These cousin issues v



Me:"Vince what's on special today"?

So0so0:'no no no,we don't want any specials. We want
our very own special special”

Me:"Lwandiso’
Soso:"hay hay... Heh Vee, ikhona la cherry yakho"?
Him:"she just came on shift"

Soso:"thank God! | want her and that friend of hers
to service us today"

Vince looked at me :) | know what game Soso is
playing and that means my own agenda has to stop
for a minute

Vince:"okay,l'll call them"

Soso:"thank you"

Vince left,sashiyeka sancokola and | swear | avoided
the cousin top very well. | didn't wanna talk about



it,especially now that Eves boyfriend has the
potential possibility of being my own cousin. No
man,this family was getting too close to the skin for
comfort stru'bob!

Libo came with another girl,not Chloe they gave us
menus

Soso:"where's your friend"?
Her:"excuse me"?

Soso:"kukho umoya apha guys"?

LD:"l don't feel anything"

Soso:"are you suddenly partially deaf "?
Her:"no,l just didn't hear you properly”

So0so0:"yho nono,andikongeni kemna
ukhwaza,sundithuma pls. Iphi la ntombi ubuhamba
nayo ecaweni"



Libo looked at me,l just busied myself on my phone
pretending not to hear anything

Her:"she's working inside today"

Soso:"will you please go to your boss,tell him | would
like,wait. We would like you and her at our service
today. Please. No offense my dear”

The other lady smiled and nod,Libo nod and left us
with the menus.

Lindo:"what was that about"?
Soso:"they need to learn a Lil something”
Me:"don't be harsh on them nigga”

Lindo:"haibo Sbosh,you're also in this? What's
happening with you guys today"

Eve:"l'd rather not know, Soso and Tee in ateam? |
bet you those girls are gonna regret whatever they
did"



Sathula thina,Libhongo akaphuma but we saw Chloe
coming with a note pad wabulisa with a serious face
Vv

LD:"nizotya ntoni guys? | feel like tenderized braaied
beef in sweet chilli sauce along with hotbuns then a
carry pack of Hunters Gold"

Chloe:"beef? That will take longer than pork”

LD:"which is why | said tenderized nontombi "

She smirked and noted down what he said then she
looked at Soso

Her:"what would the others like"
Lindo:"Eve,let's eat together’

Eve:"bottle of icecold grapetizer,and pork and
sausage for two"



Lindo:"and a bottle of water *

Chloe: "okay,next one"

Lol you could see isgezo from Soso brewing

Chloe:"or you guys are done"?

So0s0:"'no,l'd like matured steak half done in peri-peri
sauce,a kg of ribs on sweet and sour
sauce,chakalaka saisage and a loaf of uncut brown
bread"

Chloe was still writing... Lol everyone was looking at
Soso:v.v

Him:"then bring me a bottle of your most expensive
champagne. I'm done,you can go"

She was still noting down... Libo came to her rescue



Libo: "your orders have been taken | take it"?

Soso:"would you make yourself useful and brink us
cocktails so long,your friend over here seems to be
sloping”

Lindo hit Soso on the arm...

Libo:"coming right up,Tee u Vince ucela ukubona
privately "

Me:"sure"

Ndaphakama and went to his office,leaving Chloe on
the mercy of Lwandiso. Fika le looking stressed.

Him:"Libo told me what happened after church’
Me:"huh"?

Him:"l know why you guys requested both Libo and



Chloe. Please stop Soso coz | know he can be crazy
AF"

Me:"is that why you called me over here"?

Him:"Tee pls,she's got two written warnings already
and the big guy said | must release her a long time
ago but | can't”

Me:"that's why she thinks she's irreplaceable *

Him:"that's what she said"?

Me:"actually yes,utshilo”

Him:"yho andiyaz ingxaki yalomntana”

Me:"can | give you a Lil something to ponder on™?
Him:"shoot"

Me:"l know Libhongo is also not in Ntando's good
books,if | tell him what they're doing anytime they
see me together then not only Chloe will loose his
job,your girlfriend too"

Him:"Trina please”



Me:"now | don't wanna be petty,but I'm getting sick
of Chloe acting like u K wam. If she is,which |
wouldn't put past her,then we'll have to settle it aside
as women"

| walked back to my people and half our orders were
through :v Soso was ranting about his meat being
too bloody,not matured enough. He was just causing
a scene. Making sure that he belittles both of them
without mercy.

Me:"didn't you order chakalaka sausage Soso"?

Him:"tyhini mntase! Lomntana u dead | swear, heh
Cleopatra izapha”

Lindo:"the name is Chloe babe"

Chloe came to our table...

Soso:"did | not order chakalaka sausage™?



Her: "yes"

Soso:"then what's this? This tastes like Vuyo's
tomato sausage ”

LD:"oooooh Vuyo,is such a biiig big dreamer”!

Baphela bonke laughing whole heartedly :v :v

Soso:"I'm not paying for this,take it back and bring
me what | ordered. While you at it make sure my
steak doesn't get well done or you'll be paying for
that too"

Her:"what am | supposed to do with a half eaten
sausage'?

LD:"pay for it"

Her:"what the hell? No no, Vince must hear this I'm
not paying for it"

Soso:"go tell him,but first.l want my meat,I'm
starving"



She hissed and went to the office...

Me:"LD don't entertain Soso”

Lindo:"Soso needs no entertainment mntase,I'm just
worried ngabantwana babantu who'll lose their jobs
after today"

Lol in a sec, Chloe came out with Vince and they
headed towards our table.
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Thank God my nigga called right when they reached
our table,| took my phone and moved away from
them coz | know Soso won't back down and quite
frankly Vince knows what's to be done...

Me:"baby"

Him:"hey,how are my babies”



Me:"we're fine,how's daddy"?
Him:"I'm lovesick"

Me:"you're what? Baby is that word even a word
phof"?

Him:"l don't know,all | know is I'm lovesick"

Me:"then come home,| told you | need you. And now
that you're lovesick,I'll give you some love"

Him:"yho baby ndlela le ndidinwe ngayo | really feel
like leaving these guys here. Anyway,enough about
my whining. How's your Sunday”

| just laughed... He doesn't wanna know.

Him:"haibo,wavela wahleka babe what's going on
there"?

Me:"its a long story babe,but the shorter version of it
is that my Sunday has been fun. Still is"

Him:"hay babe gimme a Lil more than that fondin "



Me:"hahaha! Yho,mamela ke lovie so | went to
church with Soso,his girl,LD and Eve"

Him:"wait, did you just mention Soso and church in
one sentence "?

Me:" unbelievable, | know"

Him:"I'm glad you have people around you. Don't
repeat this,but I'm also glad Soso is there for
you...especially now"

Me:"haaaaa! What did you say? Babe | didn't hear
you correctly

Him:"yazbona ke "

Me:"ha.a man babe pls repeat what you just said"
Him:"I'm not doing that,look | have to go now"
Me:"well thanks for the call baby daddy”
Him:"keep my baby safe will ya"

Me:"I'll try,just finish up whatever you're doing and
some home"

Him:"home huh? A nigqa has got a fiancé waiting for
him to come home”



| chuckled

Me:"yeah whatever! | have to go,bye bye"

Him:"sharp”

| hung up and went back to the table. Vince was still
tryna put out fires and Soso wasn't backing
down,somehow Chloe was in tears

Me:"why's she such a mess"?

Vince just shook his head,hands on both sides of his
waist

Me:"erh...guys. | think we should just go,l need my
afternoon nap"”

Lindo:"khawthethe nalomntakwenu"



| looked at him

Me:"sambeni dude”
Him:"who's gonna pay for that"?

Vince:"l will,thank you for coming guys”

We took our things and left. | knew Ntando won't
miss this one... He will call me again afunukwazi
what happened.

We hadn't even reached the car when Soso noticed
that his wallet was missing

Him:"ooh tata ka Yakobi! La Cleopatra fingered my
wallet! Yuh"

Lindo:"babe don't accuse umntana bantu without
proof,let's just go back and look for it"



Him:"Soso loves you okay,but you stay here. | can
handle this"

He went back... We could hear him from the parking
lot >_<

Vince:"oh God Titus! Again? Really"?

Him:"uh-uh nigga,don't go British on me. Cleopatra
fingered my wallet and | want it back”

Vince:"who the hell is Cleop- argh! You mean Chloe?
Why would she do that? You know she could lay
charges against you for false accusations *

Him:"well if its not her its you,is it you"?

Vince:"okay, lemme just get her. Stay here. And keep
calm,yho une drama man"

Him:"you haven't seen nun mtchanam, read my lips,
ndakuyenza mi-za-re-ble iLife yalankazana I'm telling

you



Vince went to check on Chloe,they came back
together Vince with the wallet. Vince was
numb,exhausted even.

Vince:"thetha"
Her:"I'm sorry"

S0s0:'no no no sweetie,you are only sorry because
you got caught.”

He took his wallet and counted his bank cards,intact.
He counted his money and looked at her

Him:"Cleopatra *
Her:"Chloe"

Him:"Cleopatra. Andiphazami, this wallet had R2
576.80 and now there's R2 270.80"

Vince stepped in...



Him:"l three klippa ayiyo le ithenge inyama mfethu"?

Soso:"l swiped”

Bajonga ku Chloe bobabini

Her:"l don't know what happened to it,| swear | didn't
take it"

Vince:"stay here ndiyabuza u Libo"

He left the two of them together and went to call
Libhongo,while he was gone. Soso took the
opportunity with both hands

Soso:"Patty-patty,l don't recall introducing myself.
My name is Lwandiso Titus. And | promise you,you
can be cocky and cheeky with Tee and Young V but |
will put you in your place. Okay"?



She smirked and blew a bubble gum,that ticked Soso
off. Wrongly!

Him:"l see you don't have manners too,lemme give
you a word of advice. When you reach your crib
tonight,close all holes in it. Were your smelly
traditional attire and burn incense. You will need
intervention from your ancestors when things go
from bad to worse for you tomorrow morning"

Vince appeared with Libo

Him:"Chloe Libhongo knows nothing about the
wallet"

Her:"l gave him his wallet.but | swear | didn't take no
money"

Libo;"what were you doing with his wallet in the first
place Chloe man"?



Soso:"okay. I'm leaving without my money. Whoever
took it must just appease with the ancestors to
avoid bad luck. Imali ka Titus ayibiwa banta bam.
lyasetyenzelwa,just don't call me crying ucela uxolo
ksasa'

He took his wallet and left them...now we really
drove out of that place,akangxoli phof u Soso
kulemoto oko simhleka.
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We reached home and we laughed about it oko...
Dammit Soso can really be dramatic!

Him:"guys mamela ni,lamntana uzoza apha ksasa
with my money nizobona"

LD:"l doubt that,lamntana will use that money kwa
namhlanje”

Him:"mzala, imali yasekhaya mfethu cannot be
wasted. That chick heee,you don't play with Titus



money. Stru nasi guys, oootatomkhulu
bazomtywatyusha athi saa ebsuku”

Me:"well I'm actually hoping what you're saying is
true. You guys have no idea how miserable those
girls made my life"

Soso:"nalo ka Vincent"?

Me:"first it was her,then she stopped. Chloe just
came out of the blue”

Eve:"talking about Chloe..."

S0s0:'no man you guys,its Cleopatra "

v we all burst out, he was darn serious!

Eve:"thank you honorable speaker,talking about
Cleopatra. That girl is either crushing on your man or
she hit it with him already"”

Lindo:"l was gonna say that,her attitude says a lot
more”

LD:"guuuys! Whether she has a crush or had maybe



slept with your man,what matters is that you're his
fiancé. You're carrying his baby"

Me:"and.,if she did or is sleeping with my man then
I'm going to find out. Trust me on that"

Soso:"you got detective Titus on call,when we do
find out sizomtrapa like nobody's business ahambe
ayobuza ku Chuma"

Me:"haha! Don't bring that one up”
LD:"now who's that"?

Soso:"some ratchet ass we once knew who
vanished into thin air"

Lindo:"swiftly changing the subject... Sihamba nini
babe”

Him:"tomorrow morning, | have to see Cleopatra
knocking on that door ksasa"

Lol | went to change and wore comfortable
clothing,everyone else in fact changed besides LD
ofcoz. Then we chilled. | was pondering kule ndaba
ka Chloe and the idea of her and Ntando and why



Vince "can't” fire her even after he was instructed to.
It wasn't long before Ntando called, like | expected

Me:"guys,shush’

Eve:"ta Beast"

Me:"yep,I'm sure he heard about today”
Soso:"faka ku loud”

Me:"uyagula ufunuva xandphoxwa...khanmeni”

Me: "baby"?
Him:" | just got a call from Vince'

Me:"about"?

Lol Soso came closer to my ear :v



Him:"about what happened today,with you and your
friends”

Me:"oh"
Him:"that's all you're gonna say? Oh"?

Me:"l don't know what I'm expected to say kalok
babe"

Him:"l asked you nicely,don't go to the ShisaNyama,
rather call Vince | know he won't mind delivering for
you and you said okay,| trusted that undivile but then
you go and do the exact opposite”

| was quiet.

Soso looked at me and moved back to his place...
didn't wanna argue with Ntando in front of them. |
know our arguments can get quiet ugly.

Him:"S'bongile "
Me:"baby"

Him:"don't baby me,just answer what the hell



happened? Ubufuna ntoni pha in the first place’
Me:"don't b- yho!"

Him:"and then,this Chloe thing iphinde yavuka nini
ngoku? | thought that was settled a long time ago”

Ndaphakama...walked upstairs to my room

Me:"talking about that,tell me something"
Him:"what"?

Me:"what is happening between you and Chloe?
Or,what happened between you and her"?

Him:"I'm losing you,what are you saying"?
Me: "Ntando"?
Him;" S'bongile *

Me:"uyayaz mos we have passed the stage where
we lie and cover up neh"?

Him:"what's that got to do with lento sithetha ngayo
kengok "?



Me:" everything. | am asking you again,is there or
was there anything that happened between you and
Chloe™

He was silent.

Me:"the truth"
Him:"babe..."

Me:"a minute ago you said | shouldn't baby you,now
you're babying me"?

Him:"nothing is happening between us,she was once
a one night fling"

Me:"oooh"

Him:"kudala babe man,ngokuya sasohlukene. And it
ended there"

Me:"mmbh,so that's why she said she's irreplaceable
and | must ask you,you know"

Him:"okay,| flopped. | didn't tell you coz | knew uzo
reactor babe,but kuyo yonke lonto | love you"



Me:"mamela ke Z'khali"
Him:"ndimamele baby "
Me:"l want her fired with immediate effect”

Him:"l will have to talk to Vince about that but he'll
need a replacement and that might be immediate”

Me:"honey"?
Him:"babe"?

Me:"you will call Vince now,he will fire Chloe today.
Okay"?

He exhaled...

Him:"okay"

Me:"good,now was there anything else you wanted
to talk bout"?

Him:"no"
Me:"later then"

Him:"l love you"



Me:"l know "

Then | hung up and walked back downstairs :v
oonomdaba stopped talking the minute | walked
down the stairs

Eve:"and"?

Me: "he says they had a once off thing during that
period we had broken up”

Lindo:"bend'tshilo”
Eve;"so what now"?
Me:"well | want her fired "
Soso:"you and the Beast"

Me:"we're cool,its not like he cheated. We had
broken up for almost a year if not two so | can't
really be angry over that,and besides...it was long

ago

LD:"he is actually the one who should light up
incense and thank his ancestors for you"



Soso:"jonga,avase ngo s'xhwaphaxhwapha mzala xa
egqgibo ghumisa”

Lindo:"yho this Chloe chick brought this on
herself,yet | actually feel sorry for her”

Me:"kuse ksasa,now that | know where the problem
lies,I'm coming for her. Yhu indighelile la ntombi
guys you have no idea"

Soso:"kuboooo mntakza! Kubo"

Vv
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We chilled throughout but Lwando left so we all
departed to our rooms. One hour later | received a
call from the King himself

Me:"low"

Him:"babe,Ndiyabuya ngomso"



Me:"sho"
Him:"okay goodnight ke"
Me:"night"

Wakhe wathi cwaka. | had a lot to say to him but |
didnt wanna start it ibengathi ndinochuku so | just
waited patiently for him coz | knew he was only
coming back home so soon because of this thing
yakhe no Chloe.

Him:"baby"

Me:"love’

Him:"pls dont mind lento ka Chloe,theres nothing to
it"

Me:"you forget that | know you,usamane undenza

muncu but its okay,we just have to wait and see
who'll be the stupid one in the end"

Him:"baby asoze ndikwenze muncu,l love you and
you alone. Nguwe umama wabantwana bam



nje,believe me,i love you"

Me:"l don't doubt your love for one second,my
problem is honesty and commitment gha"

Him:"l am 100% committed to you Nalique,trust me
on that"

| kept quiet. How do | trust him when | know he's
lying to me even now? My instinct doesn't lie,he's
still sleeping with her and | swear she's the one he
was chatting with the othe day. Why else would she
say she's irreplaceable | must ask my man? Nxa!

Me:"goodnight babe"

Him:"i love you,remember that"

| hung up ndalala. | later woke up past three in the
morning,my phone was making my own life
miserable. | looked at bright light of the screen and
cursed under my breath before i picked up la call...



Me:"ulibonile ixesha Libo"?

Her:"I'm so sorry Tee,could we come to your crib?
Chloe needs to see your friend Soso"

Me:"who told you uSoso uhlalapha kengok"?

Her:"sivela kulandlu yakokwabo akhomtu bra,please’

| remembered Soso ebetshilo ba sizovuswa
ngulomtana :v

Her:"i know you are not her biggest fan but am
begging you,pls”

Me:"whats the urgency at this time of the morning
na libo"?

Her:"ndivuswe nguye ucela ndimkhaphe azise imali
ka soso”

YES!II':D :p

Me:"well andizovukela lonto mna,zenize past eight
xasivukile"



Her:"oyhini Tee mfethu,we're already close to your
house”

Me:"Libhongo”
Her:"yah"

Me:"uChloe stole that money on her right minds evha
ke nono? | don't like her,probably never will ke futhi
so into engazokwenzeka kuba ndivukela ububhanxa
bakhe mna. Ndaziphi ba akezanga just to bewitch
me? Hay pls bethuna,sanusihambela nge odd hours
apha”

Her:"ok. I'm sorry"

| hung up and tried my utmost best to go back to
sleep,and i did.

| later woke up with some stupid morning sickness
then i went downstairs,Lindo was making breakfast
ndabulisa and made myself bushtea ndayohlala
elounge,a car hooted outside,Lindo opened
kwangena u LD followed by a blue mini cooper. They
walked in...



LD:"morning,l found them outside"

| looked at Libo and her friend as they sat down.
Lindo came to give LD his food just as Eve came
down and sat next to him

Her:"and then? What brings you night girls here so
early™?

Libo:"we would like to see Soso plz,we're sorry for
coming here this time"

Lindo:"yinton le ibonwayo ku Soso engaguli nje"?

Libo:"uhm,my friend overhere has something in her
possession that does'nt belong to her”

Eve:"you look ashamed shame Libo man”

Me:"well you should,le yakho ichomi eyazithanda
izinto that don't belong to her”

Chloe:"oh pls white girl,stop acting like a saint here
and | have never taken anything belonging to you"



Soso walked in wearing denim shorts and sandles

Him:"you think we don't know you're fucking ta
Beast"

Wanquma.. Libo looked at her in some kind of
unbelief.

Lindo wasinika sonke ukutya besides these two

Soso:"yinton wanyaba Cleopatra,ufunani khona apha
ekuseni”

Her:"| came to apologize and return the money |
stole from your wallet izolo"

Yho sajongana sapheeeela yintsini

Me:"rha Soso uyathakatha"

Him:"akwehlanga lungehliyo bangcwele”



Watsho ethatha imali yakhe,counted it and then
looked back at them...

LD:"iyokunceda ke Patra into yokuba uyo resigna ku
ta Vince namhlanhe,thats if unayo i atom ye wisdom
in that rotten brain of yours”

Her:"umuncu. | will never resign and | know asoze
ndigxothwe mna phaya. you guys are just wasting
your time"

Soso:"mamela ke Cleopatra,l won't lie to you. |
detest you uyevha? And todat | will go to the
ShisaNyama ndiyokoja,mntaka dabawo
andizokubhalela leta mna ndifuna uyazi into yokuba
ndizokunyisa gha gwaba"

Libo:"soso pls,she brought your money back and
apologized nje"

Eve:"its no longer about the money sweety"
Libo:"then what's it about ke guys"?

Lindo:"tyhini amuncu amantombi ase goli ungatsho
nje,awuva ba sithi le bestfriend yakhi ilala ne fiance



ka Sibo"?
Libo:"haibo Chloe is this true"?

Her:"ndithini ke xa emshiya ekhona afounele mna u
ta Beast Libo? Yindoda kalok leya and
andizongamphi lento imnandi xa eka Trina ibanda
chomi"

Lol ndaze ndagezeleka egoli. Libhongo just got up
and went to her car,| don't know when Eve went to
the kitchen but when Chloe got up to leave,we heard
a splash of water,a cry and screams...xasisithi
siyajonga,u eve umbhake umgolo nge ketile yonke
ebilileyo ndothuka ndoma. Lwanda grabbed the
kettle from her eyomisa amanye while she ra to
libo's car they drove out.

Me:"but Eve you didnt have to do that,she's gonna
open a case of assault against you and then what"?

Soso:"uright wena Eve uyevha? You did the right
thing my love”



LD:"and besides,we'll tell the cops she came to
assault you kokwenu. SHe doesn't have a case’

A part of me was glad coz iyandighela
lantombi,strubob. We ate finish and discussed how
we were going ti answer anyone who would ask
about the incident,we orchestrated our story sa solid
then we drove Soso and his girl to the
airport..Lwando dropped me off endlini and left with
his girfriend.

| Received a call from my other brother

ME:"Gudda"
Him:"heee,andsengo bhuti Aya ngoku? uNJan"?
Me:"i'm okay unjan wena"?

Him:"i'm cool. i told my brothers about you,bazobuya
in three months time bazokubona"

Me:"yey."



Him:"i know you don't really wanna be part of this
family but you can't wash us anywhere,singo bhuti
bakho and we would like to be part of your life too"

Me:"I'm okay with knowing you,i know where you
stand with my life choices. i can't really have another
brother-duo express their opinions about how |
should live my life"

Him:"thats what you get for being the youngest
kaloku,look,just be open minded and give them a
chance. okay"?

Me:"okay"
Him:"alright,enjoy the rest of your day"”

Me:"thanks for calling”

| spent the rest of the day indoors,mainly just resting
and revising my work ,early preparation for the
exams. In the evening i called Vince...

Him:"hey Tee"



Me:"vince,ndcela undenzele i sausage ye R30 and
deliver it pls”

Him:"yhooo Tee,andizokwazi ngil'm on my way to
check on Chloe and uLibo akazokwazi uhamba
phaya abantu bambalwa"

Me:"okay no problem”

him:"sho ke sisi"

I
DIALEd Libo...

Her:"hello TEE"

me:"hey,ndcela undenzele i sausage ye R30
takeaway i'll pick it up just now"

Her:"okay,nothing else? oh and which flavour"?
me:"periperi lovie"

her:"okay sharp”

Me:"sho”



WE hung up.

NTando wabuya nyhani late,lol and wafiika kanye
xandinxiba kuba ndisiyothatha la sausage,he walked
in kissed me,i hugged him .....

HIM:"going somewhere this late"?m
ME:"going to pick up my supper koo Vince"
Him:"oh"

Me:"we can go together if you want to"
HIM:"pack a weekend bag sobuyela pha kum"

Me:"mandicelwe kalok mandingathunywa
mtasekhaya”

HIM:"please”
ME:"thank you"

He just smiled at me,l went to pack then went to pick
up my meat and headed to his crib. HE went to



freshen up,i just sat elounge ndatya leaving im a few
pieces then i got busy on my phone. Hls tablet rang,|
waited for the caller id to show...and then yavela ba
ngumntu oyi female some "Xolelwa" and then a
message from Ta Bongs ndadikwa kengoku. | went
upstairs ndakhulula ndalala,he came out and came
around the bed to kiss my forehead

ME:"xolelwa called,ta bongs sent a text"
Him:"bazolinda,i miss my babies”
Me:"masilale babt,im exhausted"
Him:"ubusenzani kanti ude ube exhausted"?

Me:"you dont wanna know,| dont wanna bore you
with the details”

Him:"try me”

he got in bed,i turned and faced himm

ME:" i was busy digging up some dirt on Chloe"



HIM:"chloe? why would you do that"??

ME:"she practically told me that ndiyabanda,thats
why undishiya apha uyolalala naye. ndikhona"

Wathula,he was slowly turning navishly purple and
thats how | KNew Ndichane ucwethe emsileni. HOW
do you explain his reaction? IF CHLOe is lying then
uNTando ucaphukiswa yintoni? i kissed him
goodnight and lay my head on his chest ndalala.
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| was woken up by the smell of fresh coffee,l turned
around and met his face somewhat glowing this
morning. Even before | could greet him,he kissed my
lips. | smiled and went to the bathroom then came
back and took a cup with rooibos ndamnika the one
with coffee then i supported my back with a
continental pillow ndathula.

Him:"babe"



Me:"mh"?
Him:"ndiyakuthanda”
Me:"sho"

Him:"i don't blame you for not believing me,but
ndiyakuthanda and i dont wanna loose you"

Me:"why would you loose me Ntando"

Him:"i know you know the truth about Chloe,i don't
have an excuse but i guess i thought it was just
harmless fun at the time"

Me:"harmless fun neh? Ungatsho nje u life wakho u
sweet zkhali"

Him:"u sweet coz i have you on my side”

Me:"u sweet coz unayo ne chance to have harmless
fun that involves sexual intersexion with multiple
partners Ntando. Do you realize that you are not only
putting your life at risk,but my own too. Andizothetha
ke ngomntwana”

Him:"i'm sorry"

Me:"kay"



Him:"nyhani baby"
Me:"okay kaloku fondin"

| got off the bed and went downstairs,i wanted to eat
something sweet namhlanje so i just looked through
everything in the fridge but nothing was touching my
sweettooth,le chap khange ithenge kwa kutya apha...
Just as he walked downstairs we heard a knock so
he went to open the door,i was still in the kitchen.
Vincent walked in bancokola,i walked in on them
esithi "ey bhuti | don't know what happened but uth
utshiswe ngu Eve"

Me:"morning Vince"

Him:"hey"

| looked at his brother..

Me:"babe akho kutya apha,can we go to town"?



Him:"okay gimme a few minutes ndsathetha no
Vince babe”

Me:"Vince can wait,my baby can't. Okanye ke just
gimme your car ndizihambele"

Him:"uzihambele? Ayizokwenzeka lonto"

Me:"phakama ke sihambe in two minutes i'll be down
here dressed already”

| didn't wait for him to respond,when | was done i
walked down and caught him ekhupha u Vince,i gave
him a t-shirt saphuma sahamba. We drove in silence
until we reached the parking lot

Him:"Vince says Chloe was burnt yesterday and she
has been hospitalized"

Me:"good for her"

Ndohlika,he followed and we followed each other in
the store until he caught up



Him:"uth utshiswe ngu Eve babe"
Me:"wena no Vince ningenaphi kengok"?

Him:"haibo babe she's our employee,what kinda
employers will we look like if we don't care
esezintlungwini"

Me:"l thought we understood each other when | said
| want her out with immediate effect”

Him:"since when do you tell me how to run my
businesses na S'bongile™?

Me:"oh cut me some slack please,now you do
business with tramps? Sluts? Tchin, awna ethics
mos kwa wena! Move out of my way"

| moved to another aisle,he followed with the trolley

Him:"this is not a place for this discussion”



| didn't answer him,we bought a couple of household
primary groceries coz i didn't know how long he'll be
around. | bought myself some baking treats,we
payed and left.

Him:"you are slowly turning into something | don't
think | like"

Me:"you are gradually showing me your true colors”

He looked at me and shook his head,my phone rang
and | didn't want him to know its Soso...

Me:"hello"
Him:"mfethu,are you sitting down"?
Me:"yes why"

Him:"l found out that Cleopatra has a one year old
son,supported by your man but actually belongs to
Vince"



| took a second to register all of this...
Him:"yes,| think | need you to speak more clearly pls”
Him:"you are with ta Beast right"?

Me:"yes"

Ntando stole a look at me and focused back on the
road

Him:"ndithe nga uske wa stiff nje,ndithi ke lomntana
unomntwana no Vincent but waxoka ku ta Beast
wathi umithiswe nguye so uyamondla ke nge
maintainance support”

Me:"well | won't lie lam not surprised,its not
unexpected”

Him:"Libhongo utyelwa right under her nose,thats
why engagxothwa lamntana ngu Vince"

Me:"mmbh,thanks for letting me now. If | think or find
anything | will inform you as well”



Waske wahleka u Soso bethuna

Him:"yaz uliggwirha mntasekhaya? Lendoda yakho
inoba ayilibali uthetha into enenggondo kule phone”

Lol i hung up and texted him on
whatsapp,meanwhile besesifikile nasendlini | helped
ntando offload sangena endlini. By now i was really
hungry,| was even a little dizzy so i sat down and
drank a glass of water,he walked in and sat down on
a bar stool across mine

Him:"ugrand"
Me:"dizzy kancinci’

Him:"inoba ulambile kakhulu,uzotya nton
ndikwenzele"

Me:"no I'll manage”

Him:"heh haikengok”



Me:"u sure"?
Him:"babe uzotya ntoni"?

Me:"okwangoku | could do with an omelette,but i
wanted something sweet"

Him:"oh thats why you bought those baking
mixtures”

Me:"yep"

Waphakama and made my breakfast,| just watched
him wondering how can a man so wise be played by
a girl like Chloe? A thug so ruthless ighathwe yi
tramp yase Goli man. How did that happen?

HIM:"that look isnt as comforting as | would like it to
bell

| snapped outta my thoughts and faked a smile,i
texted soso andizamele iproof and mail it back to
me then i got up and went to check what bae was



making. | tasted the ome

HIM:"you know you're not supposed to eat from the
pot neh"

Me:"ndiyafa fondin,khand'phakele”

He kissed my cheek and dished up for me then
made food for himself,we sat down around the
kitchen satya. | ate half and drank my juice then i
mixed the chocolate mousse cake mixture

Me:"so what are we doing today"?
Him:"l don't know,what do you have in mind"?

Me:"the usual,all phones off and chilling indoors.
You game"?

Him:"do | have a choice"?

Me:"you always have a choice nje babe,are you
game nah"?



Him:"l miss you,so yeah. LEts do this"

Me:"good,now pls spray the cake pan sizoqala
sibhake before we chill”

Him:"...oh-kay..."

LOL i think he only obliged because he didn't know
what | knew,or how much | know so he just kinda
wanted to stay close maybe? | don't really care as
long as he was here with me. | had come to notice
that everytime he returned from his trips,we
somewhat would have a silly fight brew up between
us instead of embracing each other kucace ba
besikhumbulana. After baking the choc cake he
helped me dress it it up in mousse and choc chips
then i cut my slice thicker than his,poured ourselves
fruit juice then we went to chill e lounge listening to
Jazz

Me:"please switch off your phones”

Him:"ndizoshiys one on,for business”



Me:"they can manage without you for one day
Ntando,please. | also need your undivided attention
fondin”

He reached out and turned them off,i did so too
kwezam and rested my legs on his lap eating my
cake,he watched me while eating his

Me:"ndikutyela kamnandi neh”

Him:"you have no idea"

Me:"awbaweli ukundityisa"?

Him:"uthen utefa kangaka namhlanje"?
Me:"l don't know,ndiyak'dika"?

Him:"i'm just saying,khandithi uyandidika"

Me:"mmmbh,so tell me,including the ones you already
have...how many kids do you wanna have in total"?

Him:"six is enough babe,how many are you thinking
of having"?



Me:"just two for me ndiberight coz we already have u
SIno no Owe in the picture to make it four"

Him:"so baphelele apho? YOU Don't want more"?

ME:"ha.a tyhini,i'm still young fondini. HOw will |
manage a career with abantwana abangaka and still
perform my wifely duties kuwe and ontop of that I'll
be umolokazana to your family"

HIM:"you do make a good point,speaking about that
topic. | think we should begin with the lobola
negotiations pretty soon coz we do have three
months before you give birth,maybe we could take
advantage of that and getting you in a wedding gown
ngoku umithi"

Me:"and who's gonna plan a wedding in two
months"??

Him:"a wedding planner,relax. You won't even lift a
finger"

Me:"mmh,gimme some time to think about it"

him:"mmkay”



WE decided to take a nap together,| Knew he needed
the rest as much as | did.
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When | had rested enough | woke up esalele,left him
there and went downstairs ndavula iphone yam and
the Godsent Lwandiso Titus had sent me all the
proof | needed on this Chloe chick,l took his car keys
and my phone,one of his phones ndaphuma. | texted
Vince asking him which hospital she was in and all
the neccessary details. Isimuncu esingu Vincent
sent me everything,lol phofu he probably thought I'm
the owner of the phone. | drove myself there,walked
in and straight to her ward ndafika eyedwa elele
ngesisu coz the burns were on her back. | walked up
to her ndamjonga,ndavela ndacinga u Chuma.

Me:"Chloe"

she blinked a few times after opening her eyes,i sat
down and looked at her horrified face



Me:"you look like you've seen a ghost,u sharp”
Her:"l need you to leave or i will press this button”

Me:"l am not leaving,just yet. And you are not
pressing any buttons until | finish what | came here
for"

She panicked and fiddled trying to find whatever
button she was looking for,| watched just smiling
wancama wa calm.

Me:"good,now we can start. Lovie,| came to tell you
that you are going to resign e ShisaNyama. Today"

Her:"I'm going to resign? Says who"?

Me:"says me"

Wandijonga wahleka,l watched her laugh coz i knew
i will laugh the most in the end.



Her:"what gives you the idea that | will listen to you?
Yho umuncu mntanomntu ndikuncamile,ucingba just
because your sister burnt me with water | will just
back down? Umuncu’”

Me:"between you and me andimazi oyena umuncu
right nowbut thats okay. | understand where you're
coming from"

She looked at me in disgust...

Her:"forget it,i will not resign and indoda yona
yeyethu. Keep the ring,| don't care coz he knows my
door when he needs the real deal"

| got up and smiled at her,| knew Ntando was
probably awake now.

Me:"l know your dirty little secret. You fucked



Ntando while fucking Vincent,got pregnant by Vince
and lied to Ntando about it. He pays maintainance to
a child you made him believe is his but its actually
his brother's”

Her face had now transformed...

Me:"l don't know what would Libo say or do if she
were to find out. But | know Beast doesn't take kindly
to betrayal...call Vince tell him you want to resign
with immediate effect or you will see the female
Beast unleashed coz | will never share a man with
you,not now,not in eternity"

| walked towards the door... And stopped

Me:"by immediate effect | mean today,before eleven
fifty-nine pm. You dont want your dirty laundry hung
on these Maboneng streets”



| left and went past doctor Chetty's office
ndazikhalazisa ngentloko and morning sickeness
just so | could get some prescribtion. Into yongena
endlini wethu,she gave me pills and liquid
medication ndahamba ndabuyela ku Ntando ndfika
engqgengge on the couch,he looked up as | kissed
him and sat on the other couch with my
pharmeutical brown bag with the meds

Him:"you okay? Uvelaphi phof"?

Me:"you already know an answer to that nje...what
are we eating for supper"?

Him:"supper? Ndilambe ngoku mna babe,asinozama
some lunch kgala”

Me:"did you see time? Ulele right through lunch time
kalok wena"

Him:"I'll make the snacks if you agree to make
dinner”

Me:"alright,go ahead"



He got up and went to the kitchen,i removed my
shoes and bra then | went to make myself a
smoothie whilst waiting for the snacks.

Me:"don't tell me you're making sandwiches”

Him:"snacks madam,snacks"”

| took my smoothie back to the lounge and had a
chat with Soso on WhatsApp. After a few minutes
Ntando immerged with the snacks and | ate just s
few

Him:"ndcela iphone yam"
Me:"i have to make a phone call zokunika"

Him:"transfer airtime to your phone babe undinike
iphone"

Me:"l have airtime gha ndfuna u phone'a ngale
yakho"



Right then i called Vincent...

Him:"grootman”
Me:"not him,look,i need a favour”
Him:"oh,Tee. What's up"?

Me:"l need to know if Ntando told you that Chloe is
no longer working for you"

Ntando looked at me,emotionless.

Him:"erh,no. May | ask why"?

Me:"Tomorrow morning I'll be at the spot,| need to
see that she's out of your books"

Him:"Tee that's not how we do business,she could
drag us to the CCMA if we don't follow proper
procedures”

Me:"l wasn't asking your opinion,you are the
manager you will know how to handle it"



Him:"What's going on? Coz this sounds personal"

Me:"pls tell libhongo I'd like to see her before
lunchtime tomorrow"

Him:"Libo? Why? Should i be worried"?

Me:"maybe,but thats none of your business,deal with
Chloe then i'll be outta your face"

He breathed...

Him:"okay"

Me:"thank you"

| hung up and gave Ntando his phone...

Him:"l know u hurt but i don't like what you are doing
or how you're doing it"

Me:"what meat would you like to eat babe"?

Him:"beef,undimamele phof”



| smiled at him and went to start with dinner
preparations. He walked in with our plate and
glasses,rinsed them and sat down

Him:"uphez'kwantoni S'bongile"?
Me:"tiles"

Him:"you know what am talking about”
Me:"actually | dOn't,induldge me love"

Him:"you've been quiet about this Chloe thing,thats
kinda unusual from you"

Me:"quiet? I've been nagging you to release her
eversince i found out,kanti ufuna ndithini? Stand on
the roof"?

Him:"i don't know okay. I'm used to you throwing
tantrums,ultimantums and all of that but now you're
acting weird around this issue,giving orders”

Me:"have you ever thought of the fact that people
grow"?



He shook his head and left me to cook in piece. If
Chloe didn't resign ngoku i swear her life was on the
brink of its miserable begining.
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| cooked in silence ndaggiba then | dished up for
both of us in one plate then took the food to the
lounge. He wasn't there,i put the food on the table
and went upstairs ndafika he was panting to and fro
talking on the phone | just stood by the door,leaned
on it and waited for him to notice that I'm here and
he did

Him:"babe just gimme a few minutes”

Me:"kay"

| went back downstairs and had my dinner,he came
down and threw his phone on the other couch and |
gave him the whole plate coz | was already full. | got



up

Him:"sew'yolala™?
Me:"yeah"

Him:"l have somewhere to be for a couple
minutes,but | won't be long"

Me:"mmh"

| went upstairs,changed and got in bed then | called
my brother..the newly found brother.

Him:"mtasekhaya"

| don't know why that word made me emotional.. |
suddenly had a lump on my throat.

Me:"hey you,unjani"?
Him:"i'm good,uthen umtana ingath ukhathazekile
nje"

Me:"umtana udiniwe bhuti"



Him:"talk to your brother,whats up”

| took a deep breath...

Me:"l have tried,but its still hard to forgive and forget
what your dad did to my mother including how | was
conceived”

Him:"give it time,l can only imagine what its like but
in the end akho mlambo uzamvasa kuwo he is your
father too"

Me:"l don't have that kinda time ngoku,Ntando wants
to begin with the negotiations”

Him:"doesn't he know le situation ukuyo kanti"?
Me:"uyamazi u Ntando Gudda fondini"
Him:"so what do you have in mind ke"

Me:"would you mind going with Luu and Marc for me?
Thats just what i can come up with right now"

Him:"I'm honored that you even considered me but
singabaXhosa mtase we have to do the right



thing,the right way"
Me:"so thats a no"?

Him:"l could only stand in for dad if he was still in
prison”

Me:"i get you,well | guess | should just stick to my
lane and let my two brothers handle everything”

Him:"if that will make you happy then do it,look,|
hope you don't feel like | don't wanna help you"

Me:"no | understand bhut' don't worry about it"

Him:"once again,don't rush into anything. Especially
just to keep a man"”

Me:"thank you,good night neh”

Him:"goodnight sis”

| hung up and called Marcus

Him:"little sister”

Me:"hey boet,how are you"



Him:"goed en jy"
Me:"goed...I have a bone to pick with you"
Him:"okay shoot"

Me:"Ntando wants to begin the lobola
negotiations..do you know what that is”

Him:"oh cummon,I'm blacker than you ever could be"
Me:"haha | just had to ask”

Him:"are you ready to be his wife though"?

Me:"l wouldn't be wearing his ring if | wasn't ready”

Him:"true,l just don't see the rush. You just found
your dad, I'm sure he can wait till you settle and get
used to that idea of having another family besides
the Smiths”

Me:"he wanted the child to be born into a solid home
though”

Him:"what difference will that make? Look,if he loves
you for real then he will understand and wait for the
right timing"

Me:"i hear you"



Him:"l hope you understand | want whats best for

you
Me:"l do,and | love you"
Him:"alright goodnight”

me:"night bro”

so after hanging up,| realized that the timing really
wasn't right. What's the rush? | have this Chloe
drama on top of my list and my baby on the way so
nyhan man | needed to take things slow and on top
of all these things,| had this new family to sort out
and maybe bond with if it even comes to that. Nando
returned after an hour and i was fast asleep,| felt him
getting in the covers but | didn't move an inch. The
following morning | was woken up by a ringing
phone

Me:"mh"?

Him:"Tee,Chloe doesn't want to resign. My hands are
tied"



Me:"mxm"

| hung up and got off the bed,l went to bath ndabuya
and called Libhongo while sitting on the bed

Her:"hey Tee,l got your message from Vince izolo"

Me:good,but I'd like us to meet for breakfast. Not
lunch”

Her:"oh,okay. Should | be worried"?
Me:"l don't know,can we meet"?
Her:"sure,text me the place I'll be there”

Me:"sure"

| hung up and got dressed,Ntando was awake...

Him:"going somewhere"?

Me:"good morningyes I'm going out for breakfast
and I'm taking your car. Bye,love you"



| kissed his dry lips and left him right there,he
followed and met me at the parking lot

Him:"here"

He gave me his black card

Me:"thanks"

| started the car and left,he didn't say much like |
expected he would. On the way i texted libo our
meeting place then i went toprint out my proof for
her, shame ndafika sephaya.

| greeted and ordered,she did so too then satya
senza some small talk until we were both halfway



Her:"okay,i know we're not friends so why are we
here"?

Me:"have you seen umntana ka chloe"?
Her:"yes why"?
Me:"do you know the father™?

Her:"no,she's always been cagey and mysterious
about him"

| gave her the documents wazithatha

HER:"what's this"?

Me:"proof that Chloe's child is your boyfriend's child"
Her:"what"?

Me:"Vincent,is her babydaddy sweedy"!

If there was no proof | knew she wouldnt believe
me,but right now...all proof was here,what choice did
she have?
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Her:"no,no,no. This can't be true. Vince would never
do this to me"

Again she looked at the papers,a tear dropped as
reality kicked in.

Her:"That bitch played me like a fool"
Me:"I'm sorry"
Her:"how could | have been so clueless? Stupid?”

Me:"she's clearly a master at these things,don't
blame yourself"

Her:"Le ngane ay'ngazi kahle ngizoy trappa like
nobody's business but ngizogala ngo Vince. How
could he"?

| kept quiet

She cleaned herself up,downed her juice and packed
the documents in her bag wahamba. | ate my food
finish,taking my time then | settled the bill and left. |



drove to Wimpy for their chocolate shake then
straight to Ntando's apartment. He was busy on his
laptop,| knew for sure he was tracking my movement
coz his car has a tracker. | hung the keys and sat
down drinking my shake,he closed the laptop packed
it away and looked at me

Me:"sup"?

Him:"ngendbuza kuwe,what exactly are you
orchestrating S'bongile"?

Me:"i have checkup nextweek uzobe uselapha"?

Him:"you see? Once again you're changing the
subject”

Me:"oh-kay. Someone woke up on the wrong side of
the bed"

| put his card on the table

Me:"thanks alot"



Him:"are you ever gonna answer me"?

Me:"l do not have the energy Ntando. Are we going
to go back and forth with the same question
everyday"?

Him:"If you answered me kwayizolo | would have
dropped it"

Me:"haike"

Him:"so that means nangoku aw'zondiphendula?
Should | leave,give you space"?

Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"eKapa ofcoz,ndize kuwe apha but clearly you
are too busy with whatever it is that occupies you"

Me:"really Ntando? Like,nyhani"?

Him:"really what baby? talk to me,scream shout,do
whatever it is that you wanna do,do it then we can
move on"

Me:"you wanna talk huh?"
Him:"yes"

Me:"okay,tell me ke Z'khali why did you lie to me



about Chloe?”
Him:"we're going there again? Good Lord"!

Me:"uh-uh,not so fast. Tell me baby,what is it that
she has that | don't? What is it that she does for you
that | have never done"?

Him:"this is ridiculous,| apologized about this. Why
are we going back to it now again"?

Me:"you wanted to talk,now talk"
Him:"watch your tone S'bongile”

Me:"or what? Heh Ntando,yaz u busy uzenza isgora
apha kum kodwa umuncu"?

Him:"did you just say ndimuncu S'bongile™?

Me:"l think we should close all windows kungena
umoya klendlu,awutsho wena babe"?

He got up and went to the kitchen,wabuya and
looked at me



Him:"did you just tell me ndimuncu? As in Stupid"?

Me:"uyay'bona lento ndiy'thethayo? Umuncu babe as
in sour"

He sat on the edge of the couch and buried his face
between his knees before looking up at me,speaking
in an angry,icy,steel voice

Him:"don't ever repeat it. | don't care how hurt you
are,but don't ever repeat that sentence”

Me:"oh okay,so xandfunukuthi umuncu funeka
ndithini? Ndithi u domu™?

He chuckled,getting angrier every minute that
passed by

Him:"mas'yeke. Before | do something | will later
regret”

Me:"awnothi mandithethe and then when | do uthi
mas'yeke. Unless ke when you look at me you see a



wireless radio that you can turn on and off anytime
you feel like"

Him:"this is not talking,you are insulting me gha into
oyenzayo. Obubumuncu bungaka obubone nini
khona"?

Me:"if this is not talking then clearly | need a degree
for sign langauge. Ke le yokuba muncu ndiyibone
ngoske wondlele u Vincent umntwana”

Him:"what?"

Me:"erh,bekhe ndathi we should close these
windows,uyazbona ba awuva ngoku"?

Him:"uthi ndondlela u Vince umntana? Ngumntaka
ban lowo"?

Me:"lo wakhe no Chloe"

Him:"so lemme get this straight...you knew
everything about this child and yet kungona
undixelelayo? How dies Vince fit in here? How did
you even find out™?

Me:"baby baby! Do you now realize that umuncu? U
dom infact"?



He sat down and looked at me,on my way home |
had made copies for him too coz | knew he wouldn't
believe me.

Me:"l need to take a nap,ina z’bonele ba umuncu ude
wabonwa nayi tramp yase Goli yakutya yade
yakukhukhuza ntwana yam. Ndiselapha kemna
nobanda kwam"

| put the papers on the table and went upstairs.
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A few minutes after | left him | heard the door
bang,then the car screeching out. | turned my
phones off ndalala,l wasn't gonna stress myself
ngomtu omdala with his own brain,mind and sense
of reasoning. An hour and a half later | woke up and
went downstairs, Vince was there with Ntando
ndabulisa and went straight to the kitchen where |



made myself something to eat gqiba ndayityela pha |
wasn't in the mood to talk to any of those two.
Ndithe ndsatya | saw Ntando coming in enyoshoza
ngath yinja ebe amaqanda,he sat right across me

Him:"babe"
| just looked at him.

Him:"l need to know how you found out bout leway
yalomtana coz no Vince ebengayaz ba hgowakhe"

Me:"uyand'ghela kodwa Ntando,out of everything
that you should be to me right now und'buza
obobubhanxa? Really™?

Him:"okay,okay I'm sorry babe. I'm sorry”

| got up and rinsed my utensils then | went back
upstairs ndapakisha into zam. Vince walked in

Him:"she resigned”

| don't know why ezoxelela mna coz not so long ago



ebethe she doesn't want to resign so | just continued
with what | was doing

Him:"I'm sorry Tee,| know | should have listened to
you from the word go"

| took my bag downstairs and Ntando got up in
shock and came forward taking my bag into his
hands

Me:"babe khasuke tana"

Him:"babe you are being irrational now,look,ndiyayaz
ndenze rongo but pls baby lets find a way to work
through this like we always do"

Me:"uzand'godusa or should | call a cab™?
Him:"Nalique pls don't do this"

Me:"a cab it is"



| slightly pushed him out of my way and called a
cab,Vince followed me ezond'cenga

Him:"Tee don't do this mfethu"

| wanted to answer him but kwathi gqi uLibo
waphuma out of her car with a washing basket full
of clothes and two suitcases that she threw right at
Vince and got back into her car and left,Ntando saw
all of this coz naye ebesephumile

Me:"hm,jonga lomntu umcengelayo akaku cengeli
wena. Khandyeke ndihambe,and leave yall with your
troubled souls”

the cab came through ndakhwela ndagoduka.

Ntando spent two months in Joburg tryna fix le



mess he got himself into,l lived my normal daily life
like nothing happened and on top of it all,l was just
glad | was a month away from delivery so very soon |
was to be a mother. | had something to look forward
to,something greatly beautiful and precious. On the
day of his departure to Cape Town Ntando went to
my crib fika ndingekho so he called...

Me:"ta Beast"?

Him:"hey,I'm at your frontgate ndcela uvule’
Me:"andikho"

Him:"oh,uphi?

Me:"ufuna nton charlie"?

Him:"l want us to talk. Please”

Me:"hay fondin | dont wanna talk to you"
Him:"baby please”

Me:"say what you wanna say undiyeka ndifunde
mtchana | have an exam coming up”

Him:"ndiyahamba namhlanje there's something that



needs me in Cape Town"
Me:"that's it"?

Him:"yes,| was hoping we could resolve a couple of
issues before | go"

Me:"l have no issues to resolve with you sthandwa

sam
Him:"have you spoken to your brothers"?
Me:"regarding"?

Him:"regarding the negotiations”

Me:"oh that,it will have to wait. We still some
growing to do before we commit our lives to each
other forever"

Him:"haibo baby"
Me:"ndlela ntle tata"

Him:"Nalique ndiyakucela. The nigga grovelling here,
pISII

Me:"l have to go,text me ofika kwakho so that | know
uhambe kakuhle nyhani"



Then | hung up.

With me Ntando doesn't do texting,he calls. Kakade
ufundiswe zezi nyatsi kwa oko texta so he did call
wath ufikile ndathi sho and hung up. For the last
month of my pregnancy | buried myself in my books
coz | really needed Good marks for the LegalWise
internship. | wrote my exams in a good space,varsity
closed for winter holidays then | decided to go to
East London khendiyohlala ekhaya,i was glad that
the house hadn't been sold just yet. Felt good to be
back home..the memories were mixed from happy
to sorrowfully painful but | guess that's what |
needed ek'gqgibeleni coz this is the only home | know.
After two weeks | received a call from Luu

Me:"Lulu™?
Him:"hey where are you"?
Me:"East London,why"

Him:"no | just popped in and found the house empty"”



Me:"oh sorry man,l needed a breather”
Him:"otherwise all is good"?
Me:"yep,everything is fine"

Him:"okay then,enjoy”

Me:"thanks"

We hung up...right after that Soso called

Me:"Lwandiso Titus"

Him:"hay ungak’'linge undenzele lonto mna yinton
ngoku"

Me:"fokof Soso man"

Him:"eshe! Heh wethu awbaweli ndizokuhlalisa?
Lindo has gone home again and CT Can be boring"

Me:"iza babe,if awongeni udibana no mamakho
every now and then"

Him:"what is she doing in Jozi"?

Me:"ndim ose Monti"



Him:"yhooo! Worse ke lamajita asemzinakho
ebefuna ubangapha for a week"

Me:"mmh,why don't you go to Durbs kubo wena"?

Him:"those Zulu girls will make me unfaithful
mtase,andfuni tu ukuya pha"

Me:"aw'muncu mfethu"

Him:"haska! Mamela,l'll tell them | was forced to go
to EL yabo,if bathi nabo bayeza then sofikela endlini
but I'm sure we'll probably spend the days with you"

Me:"mmkay,ndizova ngawe ke darly"

Him:"sharp ntwana"

Having the twins here meant Ntando will know my
whereabouts,my every move. Not that | care or that
ndiyamfihlela but | enjoy hearing the uncertainity of
his voice when he's clueless. But | couldn't say no ku
Sos0, i just had to wait and see how it plays out.

So the guys came on the last week of my stay in EL



Bafikela kulo Soso but as he promise they spent
every day with me bagoduke ngoyolala. Even Landile
joined them,somehow things weren't as awkward
between us anymore thanks to Kuhle who made us
talk like adults should,at the end of the day we had a
past that we couldn't change. Life goes on. On the
fourth day we decided to go to Haga Haga nje just to
play some games and have fun with nature... They
met ladies :v | met animals. On our return home we
stopped at Steers for a bite,sohlika sonke and found
a table while Kay and Laa went to order for us...then
| looked outside for a second and saw a convoy of
black cars parked on the other side. | knew
immediately that any minute | will spot a
gangsta...here. Sancokola njee namajita and then |
heard a familiar voice

Her:"but daddy you are unfair,you promised to take
us back for the rollercoaster ride"

Him:"but Sino ku late ngoku and your brother needs
to take his meds”



Sihle turned and looked at their direction while |
buried my face kwi tab yam Soso was busy on the
phone with his girl,the kids saw Sihle and came
running then they saw me. | looked up acting
surprised as we hugged and kissed

Owe:"awusemhle sisi"
Me:"thank you boy,nibahle nani”
Sino:"mama ufike nini eMonti"?
Me:"erh..not so long ago nana”

Sino:"ooh,Daddy was gonna borrow me his phone
tonight | wanted to call you"

Me:"luckily here | am"

She hugged me again then Ntando asked me aside
for a minute so we left the kids with the guys and
walked to his car outside. | merely touched the car
with my back when | felt his lips on mine. The shock



and adrenaline rush plus the intimacy and hunger in
his kiss really caught me offgaurd but got me
engaged and somehow excited. | allowe him to kiss
me right in that public space,and | kissed him back
pulling him even closer..then we slowed down and
stopped.

Him:"each and everyday that passes | love you more
and more. Please,forgive me once again. One last
time"

Me:"you've gotta earn my forgiveness this time
around”

Him:"I'll do whatever it takes"

| lifted up my face and kissed him one more time
before leaving him wanting more,he called his guys
baphuma nabantwana bahamba | ate my food with
my niggas sagoduka.
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We spent the last few days together then the double
twin pack flew to Durban while | flew to Jo'burg. My
last checkup with the doctor was in two days and |
wasn't gonna call Ntando coz he knows my dates,he
insisted on diarizing them so when the day finally
came,l drove myself to the doctors office and did my
thing then | was given another date incase | didnt
give birth as yet. When | left that office | went
straight to Mugg and Bean,| have been craving their
cheese cake for weeks now. A waitor came to my
table,| ordered the cheesecake as a takeaway and
then a glass of mango juice while waiting. To my
displeasure,the guy wasn't the one who brought the
juice,Chloe did.

Her:"here's your juice”

| looked up surprised that she found a job so
quick...then i just got up and took my bag

Her:"Trina I'm sorry. For everything"



| turned and gave her one helluva klap between the
eyes,before she could even scream in shock i
splashed her with that juice ndamshiya ejongwe
ngabantu,got in my car and drove to the
ShisaNyama and found an empty table ndahlala. A
new girl came to take my order then she left,Libo
walked in for her shift and she spotted me weza

Her:"hi"

Me:"Libhongo”

Her:"l never really got a chance to thank you"
Me:"it was never about you in the first place”

Her:"l kinda figured that out,but thank you once
again for opening my eyes"

Me:"mmh,ni grand no Vince"?

Her:"l don't know,| asked for space. | need time to
think about everything"

Me:"don't break up with him if you still love him,that



will make your dear friend victorious”

Her:"l| don't trust him,and | don't wanna be that
insecure girlfriend | was when we first got to know

you
Me:"I'm sorry. Genuinely”

Her:"yeah well this is life. Bye bye before | become
late”

Me:"sure"

My takeaway came ndagoduka.

Varsity reopened and then hard work was just my
daily meal. Seeing that Ntando had the ability to
cheat like he did no Chloe was more the motivation |
needed to be independant so my mission was to get
that internship and save money for my child coz |
don't really know what the future beholds. On the
first week of August | had a scare while in class,an
ambulance was called for me | went to the hospital
but the doctor said it was still too early and that |



should go home and rest,he even gave me iphepha
to submit at school ggiba ndiyohlala endlini. That
same week | later recieved an email that | was
chosen to be among the five students who were
selected by LegalWise to take part in the
internship...in Port Elizabeth .0 yes | was excited but
that meant | was gonna work double if not triple coz
by the time the internship starts,my baby will
hopefully be in his/her third month and | will have to
submit my last modules via faxes and emails every
night after work.

Ntando came to Jozi weza endlini | opened for him
and returned to the couch | was on

Him:"unjani"?
Me:"good you"?
Him:"I'm good,sorry | missed your checkup”

Me:"sho"



Wakhe wathi cwaka...

Him:"l brought you these”

| took the shopping bag and took out the
contents,cake from Charlies,a batch of Lindt
chocolate,grapes and plain yoghurt,strawberries and
two Ultramel custards.

Me:"thanks"
Him:"am | forgiven™?

Me:"forgiveness isn't bought Ntando,its earned just
like respect”

Him:"okay ke baby what do | have to do so that
ubone ba I'm really sorry"?

Me:"l don't know,but | uhm,need the keys to my
house though”

Him:"your house? The one in PE"™?



Me:"thats the only house | have'
Him:"ohkay,uzoya nini"?

Me:"I'm not sure but before the year runs out”
Him:"uyohlala babe or uya for a holiday"?
Me:"babe uzandinika these keys or what"?
Him:"ndizakunika kalok,| just wanna know"

Me:"mmh"

He spent that day,and the next ekhaya then he went
to attend to his businesses. On the 8th of August
ekuzeni kusa | knew | was in labour...the pain | was
in,my waist and back were killing me but
nonetheless | woke up and bathed,| got dressed and
took everything | knew | would need then | walked
slowly down the stairs. | thought | would be able to
drive myself but | saw the impossibility of that when
| took more than fifteen minutes just to get to the
bottom of the stairs so | called Ntando,he picked up
after one ring



Him:"baby"?

Ooh | thanked God that he wasn't asleep

Me:"uphi"?

Him:"I'm on my way to the airport love,why"?
Me:"geez Ntando its past three am uyaphi"?
Him:"the Cape,what's up? Uthen ukhefuzela na"
Me:"ndiyalunywa fondin"!

Him:"wha- whoah okay,okay lemme drop ezi chap at
the airport then I'll come straight to you"

Then my water broke,l swear that scared the shit
outta me

Me:"Ntando”
Him:"Baby"?



Me:"my water just broke. If you don't get here now |
swear I'm gonna give birth right here’

Him:"shit! Okay sulila kalok ndiyeza"

He hung up,i leaned towards the wall. | couldn't sit
down... | walked to the kitchen and boiled water
ndenza i herbal tea with honey,ndthe ndsaqala
uphunga | heard a hooting car outside,| opened the
gate yangena. He rushed to the door wafika
ndphunga lol watyhafa

Him:"oh kay... Uyaphunga”
Me:"can we go"?

Him:"sure,wheres your bag"?

| pointed at the bag he took it. | took my flask mug
and locked the house then got in the back passenger
seat where there were two other guys,| greeted and
asked one to take the front seat yaphephetheka
imoto ka Ntando ukuya esibhedlele. Jonga
ukungena pha,to find a wheelchair and actually take



me to maternity all happened in a matter of seconds.
| got there and changed into a gown then got on the
bed,the doctor checked the centimetres only to find
the head already peeping

Doc:"okay young lady,at the count of 10 push hard"

| just nod and did my part,after a couple of pushes |
heard a baby cry. It is only when they gave Ntando
the baby that | realized he's been here all along. As
he took his son | saw a bright sparkle in his
eyes,something | haven't really seen ever. Just as |
thought all was over...

Doc:"erh,I'm gonna need you to push again Miss
Smith. | think there's still something in there"

My jaw dropped.

Like,| was already feeling like | ran a marathon and
now | had to go through all of that again? Ntando
looked at my reluctant face



Him:"you can do this baby,just take a deep breath

The doctor urged me once again,l obliged and
pushed a few more times. This time | didn't have
much strength and all that pushing was
accompanied by tears

Doc:"just one more push young lady,5,4,3,2, and
push”

| pushed with all my might then | heard a lazy cry,|
couldn't believe it.

Nurse:"congratulations,its another boy"

She put the baby on my chest,i couldn't help but cry
even more. How could | possibly thank God for such
great gifts? | felt Ntando kissing my forehead



ndamjonga with teary eyes

Him:"enkosi baby"

| didn't really have any words,he followed the nurses
bayovasa abantwana while | went to bath myself and
returned to a new ward ndafika ndalala. When | woke
up, he was still here

Him:"hey"

| smiled faintly

Me:"hey"

Him:"how are you feeling"?
Me:"painful...and hungry”
Him:"l got you food"
Me:"enkosi"

Then | went to the bathroom and came back



Me:"i must say,| thought you would be in CT by now"
Him:"the gents can handle things without me"

Me:"don't stay on my account,you know I'm a big girl"

| searched for my bag in the locker next to the bed
and took out my own warm gown ndanxiba along
with socks and slippers

Him:"l want to be here. With you and my boys"
| weighed what he was saying...

Him:"you don't believe me do you"?
Me:"speaking of my boys,baphi"?

Him:"base nursary,lets go fetch them"

We walked in silence alongside each other safika
pha ndaxakana nento,its not even funny. Ntando just
stood there and watched me,he was actually
enjoying this,seeing me out of my depth and almost



confused. How does one recognise their own child
when almost every baby looks the same?
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He stood next to me,still with that amused smile

Him:"don't tell me aw'baboni abantwana bakho"

There were about fifteen other newborn babies so |
took a walk all the nursary and then smiled to myself
as | bent down slowly picking one,lol | first checked
his arm band and saw my name on it. He took the
second one sabuyela back to my ward there | got a
chance to look at them properly as they next to each
other,a tear trickled down my cheek | wiped it away

Me:"l feel like God has been there from day one...is it
possible that He is closing juniors gap"?

Him:"maybe,truth is He's always there"



| asked for my phone wandinika,l took a picture and
sent to all my brothers and sisters and ofcoz Soso.
He was the first one to call...

Me:"hey"

Him:"hewethu,like really ntwana yam"?
Me:"really Soso"

Him:"twins? Yhooo. Isn't it painful though”

Me:"heee,so I'm supposed to discuss birthpains with
you? Really"?

Him:"no darly what | meant to say is congrats,|'ll
come see them next month okay"

Hahaha

Me:"ayt man"

We hung up... | could see Ntando wanted to say or
ask something



Me:"say it
Him:"say what"?

Me:"whatever it is thats goin on in your head"

He took a deep breath..

Him:"l was wondering if you have thought or decided
on names yet"

Me:"names"

Him:"names yes. For the babies”

| wasn't given a chance to do that :v | hadn't really
thought about anything,l was still in awe of this
whole thing. | looked at him and shrugged wahleka

Me:"suhleka fondin,| was never expecting twins okay?
I'm still in shock”



Him:"the Home Affairs lady will be here by two to
make certificates”

Me:"ohkay,what do you have in mind? Not that I'm
gonna use it,but maybe it could trigger something”

Him:"anything with Thando or Ntando"

Me:"l should have known"

Wahleka.

| gave him their clothes abanxibise while | took a
couple of bites kokukutya that he had bought for me.
When they were done and | had eaten,| tried
breastfeeding and it wasn't as easy as it looked.
Look,l tried but how do you teach a baby how to
suckle? | swear | never thought it would be this
frustrating, | gave up ndababeka next to each other
ggiba ndathula

Him:"baby"

Me:"save it"



He moved from his chair and came to me,he lifted
my chin forcing me to look at him.

Him:"you don't have to give up so easily,wait for the
nurse I'm sure they'll guide you"

Me:"dude,isn't this supposed to come naturally? But
look at me,l cant even do it"

Him:"once they guide you,it will come naturally babe
don't stress yourself about it"

| had a lump in my throat,| was saved by a nurse who
walked in. Ntando told her andkwaz uncancisa and
she gladly showed me the ropes but one twin didn't
even make an effort so we fed him with the syringe.
Later Ntando left,Luu and Cve came to check on me
they laughed when | told them | didn't have names.
The Home Affairs lady also came and left coz | still
didn't know what to call them. Second day,Marc
came with Liz,Gudda,Eve and Lwando and they were



all in much shock like | was. Later they all left me
with my babies,| got a call from Keri

Me:"big sis”
Her:"congratulations sweety"
Me:"thanks hey"

Her:"so what are their names"?
Me:"erh...now thats a problem"”
Her:"a problem"?

Me:"l don't have names yet,all their father wants is
anything with his name or anything similar to it"

Her:"haha! All men want that,take your time you will
get em eventually”

Me:"yeah"

Her:"do you want me to come over and help you or
you'll still bring them this side"?

Me:"ey | don't know. Ntando said he'll hire a helper
but | don't know if he's still on that"



Her:"alright then”
Me:"thanks for the call ey”
Her:"anytime. Goodnight love"

Me:"night sis’

What kinda mother doesn't know what to name her
own babies?
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Ntando called to check up on me,then | slept
throughout the night.

Woke up the following morning,fed my babies and
then went to bath them. Ntando called while | was
dressing his babies

Me:"Ntabeni"

Him:"Mrs,I'm about to leave the house is there
anything you want"?



Me:"erh...cela uye ekhaya call Eve ayokuvulela and
bring me leggings”

Him:"yho u Eve yityhin'iphi can't | just buy them"?
Me:"if you wanna"

Him:"kay,anything to eat™?

Me:"l don't know,anything without too much fat"
Him:"alright,see you just now"

Me:"sharp"”

| hung up and put them back to sleep,that HA lady
walked in and made me fill in some forms to make
certificates then she left. | wanted Ntando to come
already coz | wanted to go and bath but | didn't
wanna leave my babies all alone. I lay next to them
finally having named them and | admired their cute
little faces,our doctor walked in smiling

Doc:"Miss Smith,how are you today"?

Me:"all will be good if | could go home doc”



Doc:"just wait for the birthday certificates then I'll
discharge you"

Me:"oh Thank you so much’

Doc:"you're welcome,take care of these cuties”

| just smiled,she did her checks thoroughly then left
just as Ntando walked in and came to kiss his
babies then tried to kiss my lips | gave him my cheek
| know that upset him but | wasn't tryna upset him,it
just happened.

Him:"your food"

Me:"thanks"

| took the food,put it on top of the locker he gave me
another packet from which | removed my new
leggings,he had bought two so | put it aside then |
went to bath leaving him with his kids. | returned and
saw an envelope in his hands



Me:"what's that"?

He gave me the envelope,l opened it and saw the
certificates

Him:"nice names"

Me:"thanks"

We just sat in this silence. Awkward silence that is.

Him:"S'bongile"?

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"what is it that | must do to be forgiven by you"?
Me:"what are you talking about™?

Him:"you know very well what I'm talking about,you
don't engage or communicate any more. That's not

you
Me:"but siyathetha ngoku”

Him:"only because | spoke first"



Me:"okay | forgive you,can we move on how"?
Him:"you see"?
Me:"Haike | don't know what you want from me"

Him:"l wanna know how you feeling,talk to me. Don't
just throw me with forgiveness"

| just shook my head and started packing,the doctor
did say I'm going home right after | have received the
certs so akhonto ndiyihleleleyo apha.

Him:"Nalique”

| stopped and looked at him..

Me:"would you still be here if | wasn't pregnant”?
Him:"huh"?

Me:"you've always told me how much you love me
but your actions will speak something else,which
makes me wonder if you really love me or you're still



sticking around because of this,these children that
we made”

Him:"S'bongile | love you,l am with you because |
love you. It was never about the pregnancy from the
begining”

Me:"if you say so"

Him:"what does that mean kengok"?

The doctor walked in with my discharge papers,|
signed saphatha one-one and he also took the bag
saphuma,got in his car then we drove in silence for a
while until he spoke up

Him:"where am | taking you"?
Me:"home"

Him:"how will you manage alone with twins uqala
noba nabantwana™

Me:"l don't know okay,|l don't know. If you knew
better then why ask me in the first place™?



Him:"mxm"

Me:"mxm yourself"

He looked at me through the rear mirrow waghuba
imoto wayondibeka ekhaya then he helped me inside
with my things. Upstairs | made the bed then turned
on the heater oko ndthule

Him:"if there's nothing else ndiyahamba”
Me:"sizozithenga nini izinto zabantwana"?
Him:"write down what you need I'll bring em ksasa"
Me:"am [ still getting a helper™?

Him:"we never really concluded on that remember"?
Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"I'll do some research then we'll conduct an
interview of the top 3"

Me:"kay...thanks"
Him:"night"



Me:"night”

He left,after | heard his car leave | went to lock up.
Ndabuya ndazama ulala but | couldn't coz the kids
suddenly couldn't sleep,they were crying nonstop
and | didn't know what to do anymore. After two and
a half hours Ntando called and by now | was also

crying
Me:"e'low"
Him:"are you crying? Kuthen abantwana belila"?

Me:"l don't know,they don't wanna sleep”

Him:"but they were asleep when [ left nje"

Ndathula mna,bendinesingqala crying silently.

Him:"do you want me to come over"?



| don't know. Do these babies hate me already? Why
bezokhala kangaka xabehleli nam gha?
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He waited for an answer

Me:"if you don't mind ndcela uzos'thatha"

Him:"uyay'bona lento bendiy'thetha"

Ndathula and just went to open the gate for him,he
hung up with a hiss. | took one baby and breasfed
him but wakhala still,even though he was suckling. |
fed the other nge sarinji that we got from the
hospital,| heard Ntando driving in and in a few
minutes later | heard his footsteps then wangena
and took the baby on the bed wamthuthuzela. When
he was quiet | gave him the second one then |
packed my things,they only had two pairs of rompas
since | had bought a set of two zikwi special kwa
Earth Child,plus the other vests,socks and beanies



that my fam bought for them when they went to visit.
Ndapakisha ke nezinto zabo zothambisa
abazthengelwa ngu Eve,by the time | was done
packing bekuthe nkcwee ngath akho bantwana
kulendlu

Me:"we can go"
Him:"everything packed"?

Me:"yeah"

He picked up Ubabalo(Favour/Grace) and took my
bag,| took Uvelile(He has appeared) and their bag
since it was smaller and less heavier. | locked the
house sahamba saya kwa Ntando ndafika mna
ndayobeka umtana e bedroom then | took out the
list of meds that Keri gave me,apparently you had to
have them just incase and there was some camphor
i had to mix with their Vaseline,kwatsho umama ka
Ntando ke kuleyo. | restructured the list and included
everything | thought they would need.



After ebeke umtana he came to the computer desk |
was busy on

Him:"andphekanga ke apha,awlambanga"?

Me:"no ndi grand thanks"

He went to bed ndashiyeka mna ndibusy
constructing this list,when | was done | went to
make myself rooibos tea and sat down e lounge. |
must have blacked out there coz ndothuswa ngu
Ntando waking me up,umtana elila | just looked at
him and went to put the cup e kitchen then came
back

Him:"ulele on the couch? Do you know what time it
is"?

Me:"| must have dozed off Ntando I'm sorry okay"

Him:"yeah whatever,ina ncancisa umtana’



| looked at my hands,they were suddenly fidgety,like
| was nervous.

Him:"S'bongile ina umtana ufuna uncanca”

| tried to take the child but | couldn't,my hands
suddenly weakened...the baby almost fell down
Ntando wamganga and looked at me with a mixture
of anger,disappointment and confusion then he took
the baby back upstairs. Ndehla ngodonga,my hands
were quivering like crazy and then | was suddenly
emotional...I cried my heart out,wabuya and knelt
down infront of me hugging me until | had no more
tears. Then | got up and sat on the couch hugging
my knees

Him:"what's going on witchu"?
Me:"l don't know"

Him:"uphantse wamwisa umtana S'bongile kodwa
you don't know? If this one of your stunts you better



stop now"

Me:"they hate me okay,those babies hate me
Ntando”

He looked at me,l knew if he had the guts he'd klap
the hell outa my brains.

Him:"uphambene S'bongile"?

| just looked at my toenails

Him:"they are what? A week old? If not less,how in
the world is it possible for them to hate you™?

Me:"explain why bekhala xabe kum bathule kuwe?
Can't you see that they don't like me"?

He took a deep breath...

Him:"look at me...baby look at me”

| lifted my wet,red eyes sajongana



Him:"your babies don't only love you they need
you,you hear me"?

| just looked at him

Him:"lets go upstairs,you'll see what I'm talking
about”

| reluctanty walked infront of him as we went
up,when we reached the bedroom | sat down and
looked at their innocent little faces but somehow |
felt like | wasn't good enough for them. | couldn't
really explain these surfacing strange feelings but |
kinda felt rejected,Ntando being didn't count one bit.
He sat down and admired them then looked me

Him:"talk to me,what is going on in your mind right
now"?

If only | could explain it,not so long ago | was over
the moon when | looked at them,what changed?



When? And why?

| just got up and went to shower,bekusile already. |
took a whole hour then ndaphuma

Him:"l need to go and buy these things,will you be
okay"?

Me:"yeah you can go"

He kissed them then came to kiss my lips and left. |
was left alone again nabantwana,| prayed to God
bangavuki coz | hated having to shush them and
they just don't cooperate yet Ntando only puts them
on his chest bathule. What was wrong with my own
chest dan? Speaking of chest,my boobs were so00
painful and the nurse told me that only happens
when they are full :/ now i had to breastfeed? |
wasn't gonna wake these babies up engekho u
Ntando mna. Tu.
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Its like they heard my prayers,an hour passed belele
so | just lay next to them just watching them. |
feared falling asleep what if | wake up and they are
gone? What if | sleep through and not here them cry?
| was in this dark place of not understanding myself
at all. Ntando came in exhabashile

Him:"did they wake up"?
Me:"ha.a"

Him:"okay,| made some groceries,lets go have
breakfast then we'll bath the kids"

Me:"I'm not hungry and you can bath them,l'll mix the
water for you"

He didn't answer me but he undressed his sons,he
got up and went to mix water in their new bath tub
then | mixed their bathing foam just a little then |
watched him bath the First one,then the second one.
| detached tags from their clothes as he lotioned



them

Him:"come here"
Me:"baby please”

Him:"just come closer”

| stepped closer to them

Him:"put his nappy on”
Me:"he's gonna cry nje,please just do it yourself”

Him:"you're his mother,their mother. They need their
mother to nurture them ndiyak'cela Khwalo please’

| took the nappy ndanxibisa owokuqala,he didn't cry
but | did. Then | moved on to the second one,I'm sure
my hands were coldish coz he flinched a few times
while | wore him the nappy then just as | finished he
started crying ndamyeka. Ntando pulled my arm



ndaphinda ndamthatha and actually took him to my
chest wancanca. | was having shortness of breaths
but | didn't wanna say anything,just incase he
doesn't believe me. I've always feared rejection. And
uphoxwa was not on the cards. When | thought he
was full | removed him,put him to bed and went to
clean myself up ndachitha amanzi and cleaned up
the room,when Ntando got bored of watching me he
went to make breakfast for himself

Three weeks later,my behaviour had escalated from
bad to worse. | had eating and sleeping
disorders,Ntando had to cancel anything and
everything that he had lined up coz he too was
confused by my behaviour until one day he decided
to take me to the doctor to have me checked out.
Well I didn't know we were going to the doctor until
we parked outside.

Me:"what are we doing here"?

Him:"ndizise wena"



Me:"uzise mna? You know you could have just asked
me instead of this ambush”

Him:"l don't wanna fight,I'm just tryna find out what's
wrong witchu okay? Now please lets go inside”

We got out and walked side-by-side into the doctors
office. Ntando had a chat with the doctor about me
then all questions were referred to me.

Doc:"tell me how are you feeling right now"
Me:"overwhelmed"

Doc:"okay,how do you feel when you see your new
borns”

Me:"can we please not go there’
Doc:"and why's that"?

| took a deep breath and closed my eyes,tryna stop
the tears threatening my eyes with such high force



Doc:"Ms Smith"
Me:"l...they...babe This is hard"

Doc:"take your time"

| drank half glass of water

Me:"sometimes | feel like the world is slowly turning
on me. The kids,| uhm,we don't connect,they love
him more than me so its much easier when and if he
spends his time with them. I'm incompetent okay,|
want to hold them,but my arms won't let me.l wanna
love them like they should be loved,but there seems
to be a barrier between me and them. | don't
know,maybe | wasn't cut out for this,I'm really sorry
Ntando | know how bad you want this but...I can't.I'm
sorry "

She asked me even more questions,| ended up being
too emotional And then the doctor made the
diagnosis



Doc:"Mr Ntabeni,I'm afraid that Ms Smith has
Postpartum Depression”

We looked at each other,so for me this was a shock
but Ntando seemed to be confirming what he
already knew or maybe suspected.

Me:"what's that? What causes it"?

Doc:"it a form of depression that new mothers often
get,at times it can be caused by having miscarried
before,a still-birth or normal yet unsuspected stress
caused by finances,family and so forth"

Me:"oh"
Him:"so now that we now what's wrong,what's next"?

Doc:"l would advise Ms Smith to surround herself
with people who love and care for her,that will help
as emotional support and help her generally with
everything so that she doesn't feel like she has to do
all the work alone and most importantly,talk. Find
someone to talk to"



Me:"thats a tough one"
Doc:"why do you say so™?

Me:"all the people in my life have their own lives,['ll
just have to beat this on my own as usual”

Doc:"can you elaborate™?

| just looked outside the window

Him:"she uhm,she lost her mother doing the sixth
grade,got adopted and later got pregnant,was
almost burnt down with a house then she
miscarried”

Doc:"where's her family? Sisters or brothers"?

Him:"she always had the adoptive family,those folks
passed on too but one of her adoptive brothers is
married,one is in CT,one sister is married the other is
with her boyfriend here"

Doc:"father"?

Him:"he just resurfaced,was in prison for all of her



life and she hasn't really spoken to him or rather
reconciled with him..long story”

Doc:"l see”

The doctor scribbled on her notepad

Doc:"Ms Smith"
Me:"doctor”

Doc:"I'm gonna refer you to a psychologist,doctor
Bangani for some counselling sessions”

| looked at Ntando anxiously
Me:"l won't have time"

Him:"doc is it possible that you could refer us to a
doctor in PE? She'll be staying there in a month's
time"

Doc:"alright lemme check a few that | know then [I'll
email you the details”

Him:"thank you so much doc”



She smiled at him,no wait | think she blushed at him
./ is that flirting? She aint got no shame! The drive
home was a silent one,even ofika kwethu pha | just
sat alone in my own couch,he put his kids on their
mini wooden cot then went upstairs and came back
with a couple of paperwork

Him:"mamakhe"?

| snapped out and looked at him

Him:"can you help me with typing these? If you don't
mind"

Me:"sure,iza ne charger ye laptop yakho"

Him:"nantsi"

Since when does he come prepared? | smiled and
took everything then | got busy. He knows | love



snacking when I'm busy so | wasn't surprised to see
a tray of food next to me,just snacks and finger
foods with a glass of water and a juice jug infront of
me. Before | knew it the tray that was once filled was
now empty,then | realized that this was his plan in
the first place...to get me to eat. Well it worked.

When | was done | went upstairs ndafika elele with
his sons. | just looked at them and put his things on
the computer desk ndaphinda ndaphuma.

| had to go back to school,catch up on a couple of
modules so ndagala ndambuza coz | didn't wanna
inconvenience him

Me:"baby"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"ubuyela nini eKapa"?

Him:"ndizoya before uye e Bhayi,why ubuza"?

Me:"thing is,| need to return to class”



Him:"mmbkay,lets do these interviews ngomso then
we'll see the way forward"

Me:"l hope...mxm never mind"
Him:"you hope™?

Me:"no forget it..."

He looked at me,okay now I just blurted it out.

Me:"l understand that you're here because you want
to,l just hope I'm not inconveniencing you or am not
too much of a burden”

Him:"where's this coming from"?

Me:"l can see how this is taking a strain on you,and |
know that you have businesses to run. What I'm
tryna say is,I'll understand if udiniwe and maybe you
wanna go out and have some fresh air. Maybe even
go to Vinceg,hje just to breath”

He exhaled and looked at his hands then at
me,damnit,seeing his face...yho hay shame



umtwana womyumfazi

Him:"l understand you and thanks but I'm fine with
you guys here,| get business reports every evening
so don't worry yourself about it. What you can do for
me is to cook,ndagqgibela kdala utya ukutya kwakho"

Me:"l can do that"

Him:"thats all,don't forget ngomso senza ezi
interviews nee helpers neh”

Me:"enkosi babe,just for being here"

He got up and came to kiss me,for once | allowed
him to,l let him. He then looked at me and smiled,but
| guess it was still too early to say thats progress.
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Well | went to cook for him,we ate and went to chill
with his sons.



Me:"have you told your mom,about me"?
Him:"no,akho need but she wanna see abantwana"
Me:"they can come to PE ayongxaki leyo"

Him:"u sure"?

Me:"I'm sure,even the kids will enjoy time with their
blood relative more than the helper”

Him:"ndizomxelela ke ba nge Christmas baya
eBhayi"

Me:"cool"

Following day we had interviews with three beautiful
women. When | saw the first one | knew nje ba she's
not the one. Who comes to an interview with
excessive makeup? Revealing clothes? Hay
mtrinity,she was out even before she could sit for
the interview kum. Out of the three | only liked
one,Ntando liked two so now we had to deliberate on
who we're calling for assessment



Him:"so | have Katleho and Sis Fatima"

Me:"l have sis Fatima only"

Him:"really? Did you check Katleho's CV"?
Me:"l did,but I'm still vouching for Sis Fatima"

Him:"okay,tell me why you think she'd be more
suitable for this job™?

Me:"okay firstly ngumXhosa lo sisi,she's older and
experienced coz unabantwana abathathu. She's got
good referances and lastly,| won't be at work
wondering what trick she's cooking to lure you into
her web,when you've come to visit"

Him:"ooh"

And then he laughed at me,| put on a serious pout.
Seriously. These younsters are troublesome.

Him:"okay we'll call sis Fats then"

Me:"good"



We called sis Fatima the following day then Ntando
interviewed her eyedwa,| interviewed her ndedwa too
and when the interview was over | remembered one
more question

Me:"would you have a problem relocating"?

Her:"no ma'am,my youngest child is in grade 11 so
that wouldn't be a problem”

Me:"who would you leave the child with"?

Her:"l live with the last two,the first born is married
so | live with the two. Don't worry they can take care
of each other as long as | send them money and see
them once in a while"

Me:"alright thank you sis,pls await our call neh”

Her:"thank you"

So we called Fatima and she started for that one last
week then when we moved to PE a month earlier,she
was already familiar with me and Ntando. | got the
referrance from the doctor for the counselling



sessions,that was another reason why | moved a
month earlier so | could familiarize myself with the
area. Ntando made arrangements for my car to be
transported to PE as well,l don't wanna lie | was
positive about all of this coz for me this was a new
start. A new begining for me,us. Ntando spent the
first two weeks with us then he had to fly down to
CT and somehow the therapy sessions,relying on
someone for help and expressing myself were
helping coz now | had and could spend time with my
sons without the anxiety or panic. This holiday
house was massive,just above the beach. | could
walk at the back yard and see people on the
beach,feel the refreshing sea breeze. Soso called
ndityisa abanta bam...

Me:"ta soso™?
Him:"bheyibhi,unjani"?
Me:"ndi grand love wena"

Him:"ndi sharp,ndiyeza ke ngomso pls don't go
anywhere"



Me:"oooh kanene...uphi ngoku"?
Him:"ndsendlini eMonti"

Me:"well thats easy,I'm in PE so I'll text you the
address uze straight apha”

Him:"PE? Uhlala khona or you're on an early holiday"?

Me:"ndizohlala,l got an internship kwa Scorpion so
I'm starting work nextmonth”

Him:"oh wow congratulations,how does ta Beast feel
about it though'

Me:"yintwana yam estrongo leyana Soso,he
understands and is very supportive”

Him:"i'm glad,okay ke text me the address I'll be
there"

Me:"sharp sani"

After hanging up | returned to my babies and just
watched em,the joy in my heart just by looking at
them. Made me wonder what the hell was going on
with me earlier? Atleast | got back to my mind on



time,l realized how much I'm blessed though.
Blessed to have the things | have,the people | have in
life and the opportunities that present themselves.
Ntando called...

Me:"babe"?
Him:"hey,unjani"?
Me:"I'm okay,wena"?

Him:"I'm good,I'm just checking up on y'all baryt
abantwana"?

Me:"yeah si grand ntwana"
Him:"u sure? Is sis Fats helping out kak'hle"
Me:"she's fine Ntando"

Him:"okay ke, uhm...I'm going to Canada kle
weekend uzoba right"?

Me:"do you have t0"?

Him:"ewe babe,andizohlala I'm sure by the time you
start at work I'll be back already”



Me:"kay ke"
Him:"you're not upset now are you"
Me:"no I'm cool,go do your thing"

Him:"l love you okay,I'll come back to my babies very
soon’

Me:"we love you even more,goodluck”

Him:"sharp”

Now | missed him even more now that | know | won't
see him anytime soon. The following afternoon,me
and my kids we just napping when Fatima came into
the nursery with Soso band'vusa

Her:"S'bongile,you have a visitor"

| stopped her from calling me madam -_- undenza
mdala. Though shame sometimes she'd rather call
me mama we twins :) | looked up and saw Lwandiso
ndahleka and woke up



Me:"ey you,enkosi sisi ndcela usenzele ii snacks
torhwana”

Soso:"with a lot of meat please”
Her:"okay bhuti,anything else"?

Me:"no enkosi"

She turned and walked out,soso and | hugged then
he took one baby as he sat down on the bean bag

Him:"they are so cute,this house is huge. Heh
ntombi,wamtyisa ntoni u ta Beast"?

Me:"l don't know hey but its working whatever it is"
Him:"so is this yours™?
Me:"yeah,he bought it during that first pregnancy”

Him:"ooh | remember,so who's this and who's that

one

Me:"that's Uvelile and this one is Ubabalo"



Him:"l was afraid there might be a Ntando JuniorT
and Junior2”

Me:"hay soze tchini,there's already an Owentando
kalok "

Him:"lamtana ka Chuma kanene...abasebahle man
Tee. U maka Laa uve ngaban ba you gave birth"?

Me:"l don't know,maybe she guessed. What did she
say'?

Him:"she asked ba bazintoni abantwana bakho,told
her | don't know she said she'll call you"

Me:"she hasn't"
Him:"umalume"?
Me:"what about him"?

Him:"he's in Joburg,apparently uyobona wena. | was
surprised when you said you're here”

Me:"if he was serious he would've called,or Gudda
told him ba ndiphi”

He took his bag and retracted a golden medium



sized box. Wandinika

Me:"and this"?
Him:"gift for my sons”
Me:"you didn't have to Soso. But thank you"

Him:"awsathandi uba modest mfazi"

| smiled and opened the box to two beautiful pais of
Jordan Air kicks

Him:"they'll probably wear them when they're a year
or so"

Me:"they're cute,enkosi Titus"

He just smiled.

Its very weird having a quiet Soso,stru. Today as
much as | knew he was in awe of these babier,it felt
weird that he's not being dramatic about anything.



He spent the week there then he flew back to CT
mna ndaya kwi induction on the first of
November,my car arrived on the second, Ntando
came back on the fourth and | was at work already
so ufike ndingekho. On my lunch | called sis Fats
just to check on my sons then she told me she went
to deposit money for her kids,abam bashyeke notata
wabo so | called Ntando

The phone rang alone,no one answered so | called
his second and third phone nix uphendulwa. |
panicked,| tried him again same story ndancama and
called Fats again and told her to call me again when
she's at home since ndingamfumani u Ntando. Naye
she never called me back yade yaphela ne lunch
yam...mara why u baby engand'founeli when he gets
the missed call notifications?
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| worked and finished my dues ndagqiba and then
headed home,on the way | saw text ka Ntando but



the traffic was too much | couldn't read it until |
drove into my garage. The message only said they
were sleeping when | called akhonto bendizoyenza
about it now coz | was here now,l took my bags
(handbag and laptop bag) and phones then | walked
into my house,Ntando was lying on the lounge floor
with his sons on pillows next to him

Him:"wangen' u madam’

Me:"hey"

| knelt down and kissed all three of em,got up and
went to shower and change into comfortable
clothes..I wanted to cook for my man. After getting
comfortable | went to the kitchen fika u sis Fats
ezaw'misa iimbiza

Me:"hi sisi,don't worry about dinner,l'll take care of it"
Her:"okay ndzozphakela from the leftovers ke mna"

Me:"I'll make enough for all of us don't worry"



Her:"no no don't worry sisi ndizobaright,and | need to
go to bed kwa early xasend'fumene ne chance”

Me:"okay ke"

| started cooking,she warmed her leftovers and left
for her flat. Ntando walked in and came behind
me...how | missed those arms God!

Him:"mntu wam"

He nibbled on my ear

Me:"mmh"

Him:"do you know how much | missed you"?
Me:"nope”

Him:"this much..."

In a flash he flung me around and kissed me full on
the lips at the same time lifted me up so my legs
swung and curled around his waist just as he put me
on the kitchen counter



Me:"baby the pots are gonna get burnt”
Him:"turn em off"
Me:"sis Fats will walk in here"

Him:"mmh.hm baby"

We continued kissing until | stopped him again

Me:"tatakhe”

Him:"mh"?

Me:"khand'jonge”

He did,yho uNtando ebeqobeke! He was like a puppy
Me:"we have enough time for this"

Him:"but | want you now baby"

Me:"baby"

Thank God one of his sons cried,he looked at me in



disappointment then left. | felt guilty but continued
cooking anyway,| wasn't sure if | wanted to have sex
just yet coz it had only been three months since |
gave birth so | was only gonna do it because
bend'cingela u Ntando and | was hoping he'll be as
gentle as he's become lately. After cooking | went to
change into lingerie and a satin gown then | dished
up,he went to bath abantwana bakhe and came back
while | was doing the finishing touches on our
private dinner,| felt his presence so | turned and saw
him

Me:"you can come in"

He walked in and sat down,amused

Me:"dinner is served"

Him:"smells divine..."

We ate and had a light chat,with every laugh | made



sure | showed more skin moving now and then so
my boobs peek at those moves and | knew very well
he noticed and he was enjoying the good show.

Him:"thank you,l think | should go away more often
mos if I'll get this welcoming"

Me:"not so fast,we still have time for dessert"

| saw the cheesiest smile creep at the corner of his
lips as | collected the dishes back to the kitchen and

locked the house then | returned to him empty
handed

Him:"l thought you mentioned dessert"
Me:"l think | did too..."
Him:"you think"?

| removed the gown and tossed it onto the other
chairs



Me:"thought this is your kinda dessert ntwana yam"

He got up and came to touch my skin,smelling way
different than it was earlier in the kitchen. He kissed
and bit it slowly

Him:"new perfume"?
Me:"you like™?

Him:"mmmbh"

He kissed me slowly and seductively,slowly stripping
my lingerie off.

Me:"lets...go..aaah! Upstairs”

Him:"hm.mh...ssshh"

So | shut up and enjoyed the ride,he took me to



places I've been afraid to reach,we did things in that
dining room...things that | knew would haunt me
even the following day. He later lifted me up and
carried me upstairs where we continued with the
more sensual side of things. It had been a long time
since | lay my head on his chest and felt so damn
good

Me:"baby"

Him:"hm"

Me:"I'm gonna need the morning-after pill"
Him:"oh shit! Awngeni ngomso™?

Me:"ha.a day off"

Him:"okay,l'll get it ksasa"

Me:"mmh"

| closed my eyes and dozed off,only woke up when |
heard one of my sons making lil cries. | fed and
changed his diaper then | rocked him to sleep,just



after | put him to bed my phone rang I looked at the
caller ndanovalo,why would Gudda call me this time
of the night?

Me:"hi"
Him:"Tee ukuwe u ta Beast"?
Me:"ewe why do you ask"?

Him:"look,do me a favour and keep him indoors until
| call you again®

Me:"whats going on? And ulele lomtu akazoya
ndawo anyway now"

Him:"I'm talking about tomorrow,| have to go. Later"

Okay.

| got in bed and just watched him sleep,what has he
done now? My fear was that he'd already stepped on
someones toes kweli Bhayi,ndiyamaz uNtando. He
could have easily just terrorized someone in his
territory gqgiba azo actor innocent aphendlini.



That morning | woke up while he was still sleeping
and went to get the pill,returned home ndafika
xezophuma wothuka

Him:"uvelaphi"?

Me:"chemist,uyaphi"?

He shook his head and walked back inside.

Me:"have you eaten"?
Him:"ha.a sis Fats usavasa abantwana"

Me:"mmh"

| went to the kitchen and cooked oatmeal ndamnika
and then | went to check on my babies ndafika
bencanciswa ii bottles zabo ndabayeka coz
bebezolala after that,| ate my own breakfast still
wondering what really is going on



Him:"everything okay"?
Me:"yeah,why ubuza™

Him:"you're awfully quiet,hope its not about last
night”

Me:"last night was great babe"
Him:"then what's got you like this"?

Me:"l like having you around,just that whenever | get
used to that idea uvele uhambe”

Him:"oh...but you do know that I love you and | think
about you all the time even if andikho lapha with you

guyS”
Me:"its about love,its about making time. Availabilty”
Him:"I'm here now"

Me:"yeah..so what are we doing today"?

Him:"there's someone I'm supposed to meet kwa
Zakhele but after that I'll be all yours®

Me:"ndcela ungayi"



Him:"huh"?

Me:"pls don't go,call that someone and cancel or
reschedule’

He stopped eating and looked at me in silence...

Him:"why"?

Me:"please,you know very well | never say anything
kwinto zakho but today I'm begging you to not go”

Wakhe wathula,he went to the kitchen wabuya

Him:"well | guess | can spend the day with yall”

Me:"thank you"

Now that | managed to get him to stay | had to figure
out a way of keeping him here,l don't take
instructions lightly especially from people



Gudda,Ranger and Marc coz they are his frontmen
and they know | don't like being ordered around so
the most convenient way to get me to listen is to not
give me details,leave me wondering and that alone
makes me nervously anxious.
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We just chilled inside and enjoyed each others
company until late. He offered to cook dinner so |
took a moment and chilled with my sons ndimane
ndiyomjonga. As much as | enjoyed having him
around,| kinda panicked when Gudda didn't call coz |
was curious whats going on. Right then | recieved a
call from my big bro

Me:"Polo”

He laughed

Him:"hey you,is Beast still with you"?
Me:"yep,sup”?

Him:"no I'm just making sure,can't really talk now.



Later”

Me:"wait"!
Him:"huh"?
Me:"where are you"?

Him:"am here in PE but | really have to go okay"

He hung up on me,l put my phone away just as bae
came with dinner,something was up and | hoped that
they weren't doing anything crazy that could backfire
or they weren't ganging up against him,|l think he
would have mentioned that my brother was around
but then again he didn't even mention that he's back.
Which all goes back to my first instinct that ikhona
into ayenzileyo or someone is after him...

Me:"that was fast"

Him:"andinguwe mna,and even if | have to say so
myself,it tastes even better than it looks"

Heee,| tasted.



He was right,it tasted divine. We ate sancokola then |
went to wash the dishes while he went bath his sons
and put them to sleep,l went to help him then we
went to bed and just lay there...

Him:"what are your long term goals”
Me:"hm"?

Him:"long term goals”

Me:"l don't know,why? What are yours"?

Him:"so you mean to say you don't know what your
aspirations are"

Me:"l guess | just never put much thought into it"

Him:"well | wanna open a trust account for all my
children,bangasokoli when I'm no longer here"

Me:"thats a good idea"

Him:"ngxaki babe | don't want any of them in this
kinda life that I'm living"

Me:"but you too can still come out,its not too late”



Him:"there are only two ways out babe,jail or death
and | don't think you guys would survive any of
those”

Me:"tjo"

That got me thinking...

Me:"l need your opinion on something"
Him:"okay"

Me:"this issue that | have with my dad,| feel like | will
be failing my mom if | forgive him. But on the other
hand,| think | should give him a chance”

Him:"l would say give him a chance,you know how
faulty | am | have no grounds to say grudge on him"

Me:"why then is it so hard"?

Him:"go back to him,ask him everything ude uxole
nawe then you'll learn to forgive him"

Me:"if it weren't for Soso...I don't think I'd want
anything to do with that family”



Him:"Soso is a good guy,he's even bettering oo
Kuhle”

Me:"bettering who? Haha asoze babe"

Him:"nyhani love,its been ages since | got a call from
em needing saving"

Me:"that don't mean they're better babe,uyamaz u
So0s0"?

Him:"kodwa ke babe ndiyabazi xabesengxakini”

Me:"baby don't underestimate Lwandiso,he will get
you in and out of trouble within a blink of an eye"

Him:"hay suka lantwana"

Me:"heee,uyawze ubone one day when we gang up
on you sikubulale and bury you under the bed"

Waphela yintsini uNtando,akazi kwa Soso stru bob.

Me:"on the real now,Soso is well connected babe. |
know what I'm talking about”



Him:"l won't be surprised if he's always with his
dad,that man has connections in and out of the
country”

Me:"he is..."

| lay my head on his arm sajongana
Him:"you're beautiful you know that"?
Me:"l am"?

Him:"lawei,and you're smart,intelligent. I'm sure my
boys will take all'o that from you"

Me:"makes you wonder how | ended up with a beast
of a gangsta xakanti ndi smart”

Him:"you couldn't resist the beast charm,at the end
of the day every beauty needs a beast"

Me:"yeah whatever,masilale”

Him:"its still early,l still wanna look into those
sparkling eyes”

Me:"tyhini"!



Him:"and there's something I've been meaning to
ask you"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"tell me the truth,why didn't you want me to
leave earlier'? Just then my phone rang... Gudda

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,yonkinto igrand vha"
Me:"sharp"”

Him:"thank you and goodnight”
Me:"night”

Then | shifted my attention back to him

Me:"busithini babe"?
Him:"who was that"?

Me:"my brother”



Him:"ooh,bend'buza why ungakhange ufune
ndihambe today”

Me:"oh bend'tshilo nje ba | wanted to spend time
with you and our sons”

Him:"ha.a baby maan”
Me:"do you believe that | love you,like manyhani"?
Him:"haibo is that a trick question"?

Me:"okay then,| wanted you here coz | was made to
believe you're in some sort of danger”

Him:"made by whom™?
Me:"my brothers”
Him:"mmbh,but you should have just told me"

Me:"but uyazazi nje love ba unenkani what if | had
told you and then ufunuhamba and put your life in
danger™?

Him:"ndinenkani ngok' baby"?
Me:"yhuuuu!!! Don't let me start on you"

Him:"okay okay fine,|l get you"



Me:"you see now why | got you spending your entire
day with us”

Him:"yeah and thank you,as much as | don't know
anything yet,just for holding me down"

Me:"always”

Him:"ndikwenzele icard lakho,endizok'fakela kulo
your monthly allowance”

Me:"oh thank you"
Him:"l thought you would protest yaz"

Me:"hay ndiyay'dinga kalok ngoku mtchana and |
can't keep on asking my brothers even worse now
that | have your babies”

Him:"heke! Oh | thank God for this day,wena wonke?
Uthi uyay'dinga imali yam"?

Me:"oh cummon Ntando fondin we both know | need
that money,l've just started working and mna imali
nd'zoba nayo month end"

Him:"baby,all | know is that | told you you don't have
to work ndikhona I'll support you and the kids"



Me:"enkosi nge card Ntando,goodnight yho"
Him:"ubaleka lento ngok? Mk. Goodnight babe"

My first month at Scorpion was just easy,we were
skivies but mostly data capturers for the first three
months then as time passed we got mentors to
shade and in that process was my graduation back
in Jozi but after that | just settled in PE. | made
peace with my dad,met my other siblings no mama
ka Gudda apparently they were a reunited family and
he was now starting a legit business with the skills
he learnt in jail. Even though | had sorted my family
issues,| still wanted to wait and not rush into
marriage kwangoku especially after dad found out
I'm with a Gangsta khange aphinde abe right. Kept
on telling me | deserved better,that | should atleast
rethink this life changing decision that I'm about to
make as the wife of a gangsta...that got Ntando
worked up the bad way. | understood my dad,he
knew what he was talking about but | also made him
understand that you can't choose whom to love,and
on top of that this nigga has been there for me. |



don't wanna believe he's just a gangsta coz kum he's
my man,my babydaddy,my future hubby and |
wouldn't leave him now coz | knew what | was
getting myself into from the begining. Apparently ke
uthe wondincama wathuma unyanakhe to speak to
me but kwayena he knew my answer and then they
went behind my back bathetha no Ntando telling him
to be there for his kids in all aspects but to leave me
alone,l deserved better than him. When Ntando
visited and told me this | acted cool infront of him
tried to calmly tell him baphambene I'm not going
anywhere,the minute he left the house | called Gudda
ndivutha ngumsindo

Him:"mtase”

Me:"heh Aya,nehlelwa yinton ngoku bethuna"?
Him:"utsho kanjan ngoku"?

Me:"nigrand no tatakho"?

Him:"Beast told you"

Me:"duh! Explain to me,nigrand? Like,manyhani ni



sharp"?

Him:"we're just looking out for you,we know how
dangerous this life is and we don't want you to
experience that"

Me:"oooh,so its better if you tell my fiancé to stay
away from me? | can say | expected this from your
dad,but you? Yho"

Him:"l know it doesn't seem like that now but | swear
| just wanna protect you. | know Beast more than
you ever could,mamela mna S'bongile”

Me:"you know Beast more than | ever could? Heh
mtchana who is this Beast we're talking about? is
this the same guy you're working for? Same guy
who's paying for your brothers' tuition and
accommodation overseas? Same guy who
encouraged you to go back to school? Same guy w-"

Him:"okay | get it! Yho"

Me:"where's your loyalty Gudda? Leave the family
excuse aside coz you've always been like this oko
ndakwazi"



He was silent

Me:"exactly. You too can see that you've never been
loyal to him despite everything that he's done for you
and your family"

Him:"it's not like | don't appreciate what he does for
us S'bongile”

Me:"you sure have a funny way of showing it mamela
ke ndoda: Ntando was there for me when no one
else was,when | was suffering from PPD he gave me
his time,love and support when | felt defeated and
out,he dropped everything and stuck to my side until
he was sure ndi grand. You and your dad don't get to
come out of nowhere nifike seni predict'a my life
telling me who to and not to love. On top of that
anindazi kwa nina but | guess | should appreciate
what yall are doing,but cela nindiyeke ndenze
iimpazamo zam and learn from em. PIz"

Him:"fair enough”



Me:"and you better respect my wishes,nobabini"

| hung up.
Yhini,kuske kwathini ngoku?
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| don't know man. My own life was steady,why on
earth couldn't my family see that? My dad came to
see me in PE caba khand'vakale on the phone,he
wanted to come to the house but | told him to meet
me during my lunch hour emsebenzini. Kwangoku
ndiyakuye | was fed up already,why the sudden
interest in my life? He decided to be in prison all my
life now that he's back he wants to man up? How?
Anyway | met up with him...

Him:"thank you for meeting me,unjan™?
Me:"I'm good unjan wena"

Him:"banjan abantwana"?



Me:"bayakhula”

Okay,so we were about to fall into that silent pit
when | decided to just cut to the chase

Me:"l only have an hour for lunch,I'd like us to go
straight to why you're here"

Him:"mntanam,| don't want you to feel like we're
predicting your life for you"

Me:"but"?

Him:"but,| just don't understand how you could
possibly want to spend the rest of your life with a
hardcore gangsta”

Me:"have you ever thought maybe | love him"?

Him:"you could find love with somebody else so
easily,you're smart and beautiful. It wouldn't be hard
to find Somebody in your own calibre,who shares the
same vision for life,with the same goals”

Me:"I'm sorry but,| am just fine with Ntando"



Him:"my child,l need you to think ahead,think for the
future. I've been a gangsta all my life and | know all
the implications that come along with this life"

Me:"l understand you,but | have a question for you"
Him:"okay"

Me:"have you asked Ntando to stop paying for your
boys tuition overseas"?

Him:"no"

Me:"are you planning on paying him back all that
money,including the one he gave to Gudda to go
back to school and his mother to start a business"?

Him:"l don't know"

Me:"you don't know? That's a shock,considering how
much you hate the guy”

Him:"hate is such a strong word,| just don't like him
with you"

Me:"why"?

Him:"besides the fact that he's dangerous,what
more do you want"?



Me:"l want you and Gudda to stop trying to run my
life for me”

Him:"who's Gudda"?

Me:"yho! Awmaz kwa u Gudda? Your son Aya,Beast's
friend and one of his topdogs? That,is Gudda"

Him::"he's still working with him"?

Me:"correction,he's working for him. Speaking of
calibre,l don't know what kind is my calibre if Ntando
doesn't cut it with his degrees and PhD's but | guess
you know better. Along with Gudda”

Him:"l don't trust him,thats all. A man like that
cannot be trusted mntanam,you don't know when
he'll turn around and become the beast on you"

Me:"a man like that? Heee! You people,why ninje
bethuna? That man is my fiancé guys,the father to
my children incase we're forgetting those massive
details”

Him:"l don't know what to say to you anymore”

Me:"true,you've said enough and | appreciate it all
but ndizocela one thing from you usukela ngoku"



Him:"what is it"?

Me:"can you let me make my own life mistakes?
Allow me to learn from them? Could you do that for
me"?

Him:"all | ever want is to protect you,I'm sorry but |
don't think | can my baby"

Me:"l needed your protection 20,21 years ago,after
that,| grew up. | became a woman,an aunt,a mother,a
fiancé,an employee... | don't think uyandiva kak'hle"

Wathula,l got up and took my phone and wallet.

Me:"if you're so eager on protecting me,pls,take us
back to when | lost the only person | loved,the
person that you ruined and left alone to fend for
herself. Find me then and protect me. Pls"

| left and went back to work. | couldn't work,my mind
was running around this whole issue. Maar why now?
What has Ntando done for them to treat him kanje?



Why befuna to kill my happiness mara? The time to
go home came so quickly,and | had to go home to a
moping Ntando. Andaz noba he didn't believe in us
anymore or maybe he thought I'd side with my dad
over this coz naye maan uvele wa weak. | drove
home feeling the exhaustion,parked and got inside.
Fatima had already cooked dinner coz ndfike
sekunuka kamnandi,Ntando was not in the lounge
but the kids were. | kissed them and went to the
kitchen

Me:"molo sisi,uph’ utatalapha"?
Her:"eweke sisi,ulele upstairs”

Me:"oh,okay"

| went upstairs fika uNtando elele nyhani,| changed
then sat next to him and woke him up...he half-
opened his eyes and half-smiled. | kissed him,Gosh!
I've been through a lot to know that he's got me.
Like,left,right and center | know he got me.



Him:"who upset you"?

Me:"who said I'm upset"?

He kissed me full on the lips then sat up and pulled
me closer

Him:"l know when you're upset”

Me:"I'm okay,l just had a long day. Why ulele emini
wena'?

Him:"l guess I'm tired and bored,there's nothing to
do here’

Me:"mmh,lemme go check on my babies ke"
Him:"bring em here"

Me:"sure"

| went downstairs and went back up with the kids he
took em both and lay em on his chest,bevusa



nezinkcwe. We just chilled together,5 minutes was
enough kungekakhali phone but this time it was
mine and a very unpleasant caller -_-

Me:"Faith"?
Her:"hello unjani”
Me:"I'm good”

Her:"I'm good too thank you for asking,your dad told
me he came to see you"

Me:"s0"?
Her:"he asked me to talk to you"

Me:"hayini ninani,nehlelwa yinton phakokwenu
mvanje?"

Her:"l| don't understand you"

Me:"l don't care,I'm tired of repeating the same thing

oko. My answer is still the same. Now have a good
night"



| hung up

| could feel Ntando's eyes but | didn't wanna
talk,instead | went down to fetch our dinner satyela
eroomini. After eating | just got in bed and looked
the other way,nyhan | was tired of all these people
sticking their nose in my business. | could hear that
my kids were asleep,Ntando moved them to their cot
and came to hug me from behind salala.
Ndambulela silently coz | really didn't feel like
explaining this whole situation right now,it would
make me all emotional and andiy'thandi lonto caba
funeka kucengwana nam oko. We slept till midnight
ndothuka mna ndphelelwe bubuthongo and turned
ndafika naye ehleli

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey"

Me:"what got you up"?
Him:"l've been thinking"

Me:"about"?



He sat up,| followed and rubbed my eyes

Him:"Gudda is finally showing his true colors”
Me:"do we need him"?

Him:"no,but | can't just let him go,he knows too
much”

Me:"so what do we do"?

Him:"we keep an eye on him for now,wait on him
singamngxameli or sizombhuda”

Me:"nd’kruqukile mna babe ngaba bantu"
Him:"family yakho"

Me:"don't say that,they've been family for what? A
minute now they acting like izgora kum"?

Him:"l won't say I'm surprised babe"

Me:"odikwa kwam mna yiyo yonke lento nd'zofaka
umntu imbhumbhulu ohlukane nam gha”

Him:"you don't mean that"



Ndathula.

Kanti ndi serious,oyena mntu ndimfunayo ngula
Gudda ungena mqolo.

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm™?

Him:"you don't mean that,neh™?

Me:"ha.a babe’

Him:"good,guns are dangerous ay'zonto zodlala"

Me:"l know that"

Like | know that,l killed Killa with a gun remember?
And at this rate | wouldn't think twice,njee
ndimdlalise umntu and not kill him.
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| was more worried about Ntando's businesses than



our relationship,l kinda had this weird feeling that
Gudda had the capability of destroying Ntando but
he kinda felt the guilt coz I'm in the picture. Which
means I'm the only thing stopping him,or them if he's
working with his father. The following morning |
went to work ndamshiya nabantwana bakhe,during
my lunch hour | called Ranger

He was surprised...

Him:"boss lady,yonkinto igrand"?

Me:"hey,| need a favour and don't tell taBeast | asked
this of you"

Him:"that's gonna be hard mtwana,you know
andkwazi umfihlelanto”

Me:"cummon Ranger ndiyakucela”
Him:"I'm not promising anything"

Me:"I'm not asking you to kill anyone here,l just want
you to keep an eye on Gudda for me"

Him:"Gudda? Why"?



Me:"l don't trust him,I'm convinced he has some
agenda but I'm not sure for now thats why | need you
to keep an eye on him"

Him:"agenda on whom? Why not ask Polo to do that"?

Me:"if aw'zoyenza lento itsho bro ndizikhangelele
omnye umntu’

Him:"no I'll do it...do you think he could go against us
kule agenda yakhe"?

Me:"that's what | wanna find out,and | need you to be
a step ahead of him"

Him:"okay,I'll keep you posted”
Me:"thank you"
Him:"ayt"

| could've just asked Soso but yi family yakhe naye le
indenza kanje,and on top of that | can't involve him in
Beast's business unless its between life and death
serious or | can't find someone else manyhani. |
swore | was gonna beat those two at their own
game,maybe not alone but | swore that if they are



really doing all of this just so they could get to
Ntando then ndizobafumana. Which made me
wonder if Ntando had maybe had a beef with this ta
Bongs in the past...I didn't know what to think but |
had to weigh all posibilities. When | got home after
work,l asked him wathi akhonto eyakhe
yabadibanisa. He said | should drop this,if Gudda
wants out uzotsho and he won't stop him...ngxaki is
that no one ever left a crew without blood being
shed,to complicate all of this kukho mna in the
picture. Here | thought finding a family would be
exciting,andaz le ndiyfumeneyo.

The worst part of it all yile yokuba | didn't trust
them,ndizolotyolwa kuban when the people who are
supposed to accept it besenza kanje? Kuyacaca ba
they would reject it xabengamfuni kangaka u Ntando.
Lahamba ixesha till kwasondela i first birthday
yamawele now | didn't want anything big,for me a
cake and drinks was enough coz they don't even
know whats going on...but Ntando wanted a big
thing which meant we had to invite all his friends,our
families and almost everyone we knew



Me:"izokwenzelwaphi kengok lento yakho"?
Him:"apha endlini fondin"
Me:"you mean apha kwam? Hell no"

Him:"aw baby,the house is big and has a great
seaview"

Me:"this is our private space,my private space. I'm
not gonna have strangers swamped here besenza
unothanda mtaka dabs”

Him:"so we hire a venue™?
Me:"why don't we use your house in CT"
Him:"so we fly to the Cape just for iparty"?

Me:"kanti Ntando where are most of your friends?
The only other people you have to fly in are your kids
and mom gha"

Him:"okay,on one condition”

Me:"unesbindi soba nee conditions nge nto efunwa
nguwe”



Him:"baby cummon”

Me:"lets here it

Him:"you'll organise everything"
Me:"then gimme your black card"

Him:"why that one,l can always transfer imali to you

nje

Me:"black card baby"

Wahleka walikhupha.

Then | started by meeting a graphic designer for
invitations that | were to mail to people,when they
were done we started with our list of people then
sent the invitations. Having received so many
RSVP's | realised that the house would be
jammed,so | telephonically booke the parked then
hire the whole playland equipment,bo jumping
castles and slides then a person who was going to
do the decor with Legion of Heroes theme. As the
days came close | realised | won't manage with the
catering so | had to outsource that too,and other



small things that were on my list. Ntando's mom
came to fetch the kids then they all flew to Cape
Town ndashyeka mna coz | was still working and |
was gonna fly down Thursday night,phof Ntando
came back for me Tuesday. Ndafika esendlini
phof,Fatima was in Cape Town with umama so this
gave us some alone time thouh bendothukile ba
ubuyeleni msinya. | prepared supper then went to
bath before dishing up

Him:"mas'tyele eroomini"
Me:"uzophinda uzise izitya"?

Him:"yes madam”

We took our food and followed each other to the
bedroom and got in bed satya,l was the touchy-
touchy one. Broody. Even he couldn't understand,but
| just missed him. His strong arms,hands...

When | was done eating ndakhwela phez'kwakhe
just giving him enough space to eat finish



Him:"baby"?
Me:"just eat finish mfethu"
Him:"u grand ntwana"?

Me:"ndi grand,khaw'de ugqgibe yho"

When he realised what was going on,he teased me
''( Ntando hates me shame. He took his time wade
wagqgiba,yho when he put his plate down | got up and
sat down on him with my legs on both sides of his
waist ndakhulula the pj vest | had on

Him:"the way you're acting baby ingath ukwi desert’

Me:"baby don't talk,its okay if you don't wanna do
anything. Just lie down,I'll do all the work myself"

With that | went for his lips,we kissed. | ripped his
vest off and continued with the foreplay,jonga |
wasn't just hungry | was thirsty for him, | wanted him



so bad,| was craving for him like a pregnant woman.
When | was moist between the legs,| undressed us
both and then guided him inside me...I felt like
heaven when | felt his fullness go deep inside,l dug
my nails deep onto his chest flesh as | felt the waves
of ecstacy shooting through my entire body.

| went at it,harder with every stride until | reached my
breaking point. Then | flopped beside him,cuddled
and drifted off to sleep. He later woke me up,horny
AF! | couldn't say no,the feeling tended to be mutual
coz the minute he indicated...my body reacted
maliciously. We went at it until we both peaked and
drowned in satisfaction saphinda salala.

| woke up the following morning and called in sick
then ndaphinda ndalala,he woke me up an hour later

Me:"hm.mh hm.mh"

Him:"vuka S'bongile”



Me:"hm.mmmna baby"
Him:"uzoba late baby if you don't wake up now"
Me:"not going"

Him:"awphangeli? Babe"?

| turned to face the other way and covered my head
with the blankie ndaphinda ndalala. Later | woke up
and he was awake,just not in bed. | went downstairs
ndafika esenza ukutya,l walked up to him and
hugged his bare back,taking in his fresh scent

Him:"good morning to you too"
Me:"l love you"

Him:"| must have done it good last night,uvuke in
this mood"?

Me:"l wouldn't mind getting it all over again,come
here"



He put the spatula down,turned around and lifted me
up as | smashed my lips onto his,sucking him my
arms groping around his neck keeping us glued
together. He took me right there in that stylish
kitchen,| swear Ntando gave me a love potion :'( he
needs to tell me truth angekhe. Why is that | never
get enough of him? | went crazy just as he climaxed
and screamed my name with that deep groan,!
followed right after him saying his name like a love
smitten teenager. He picked me up from the
floor,went all the way to the lounge and put me on
that one long couch as we finished off what we had
started. After that | went to take breakfast,we ate it
while naked on that seaview lounge.

Me:"what time will Mo be here"?

Him:"l haven't called him,ndikwaz uhamba ngomso
late kalok mna"

Me:"mmmh”

We ate finish ndayovasa,he followed savasana then



we came out and got dressed

Him:"you've been quiet”
Me:"hm"?

Him:"u sharp™?

| just nod and looked for sandals,something was
suddenly bothering my spirit but | couldn't point out
exactly what ndimaz ke no Ntando uzoth I'm
paranoid. When | was done | called his mom and
checked on my kids,he sat down next to me and
waited ndancokola nomama wakhe until | hung up

Him:"talk to me,what's bothering you"?

Me:"l don't know baby maan,but umama uth
abantwana ba grand so | guess | should relax”

Him:"lets go out,its been a long time since we did
that. Maybe uzoba grand obuya kwethu"

Me:"mmbh,where are you taking me"?



Him:"sogala kwa Charlies then I'll take you to a place
that sells 'confused cake' for dessert"

Me:"Charlies uphi and what kinda food is sold there"?

Him:"yho uyambuza babe umntu,can't you just wait
and see’

Me:"aw baby"

He got up and took his keys,| follow with my puppy
face wandihleka. He wasn't giving away lendawo
yakhe tu.
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He took us to Charlies Pizza and Pasta,very nice
place. We both ate lamb shank pizza ophuma
kwethu pha sakhe sa cruise'r around sizulisela u Mo
othe uzoza late. When we were done with the
cruising we went to Friendly Stranger for my
confused cake then we returned home where we just
chilled on the couch sharing the cake, Kuhle called



Me:"sir Kay"
Him:"boss lady,unjani"?
Me:"'I'm good ntwana,unjan wena"?

Him:"i'm good,| got a call from Vince regarding the
upcoming party"

Me:"what about it"?

Him:"hey andiyiva man lento ithethwa
ngulomijita,apparently he won't come kuba
engazokwazi ushiya u Libo behind"

Me:"why tell you kengok™?
Him:"ebefuna undinikela i gift kalok"

Me:"l don't want his gift,he must keep it. Kakade |
didn't invite him,if he didn't wanna come he
should've just told ubhut’ wakho lo um'invitileyo gha”

Him:"ndiske ndamuncu kengok”
Me:"niyeza nina"?

Him:"yeah uSihle is already that side ku Soso,sesi
grand nange accommodation ungazi stress”



Me:"okay cool,see you then"

Him:"sharp sisi"

| hung up,Ntando wand'jonga enombuzo

Him:"yinton ngxaki ngoku"?
Me:"Vincent akezi"
Him:"ngoba™?

Me:"umenywe nguwe,mbuze”

Wand'jonga and dialed his brother,owam umntu
wafaka ku loud speaker sana :p.

Me:"why unje baby? Thetha naye wedwa fondin"

Him:"ssshh"

Lol Vincent picked up
Him:"bhuti"?



Bae:"Vince,ugrand ndoda"
Him:"ndisharp kunjan kuwe bhuti"

Bae:"'ndi grand,ndizama ukwenza ii arrangements ze
accommodation for le weekend,ithin nto yakho"

Him:"andiz'qondi yaz bra,but ndizozama uthumela i
gift ye boys"

Bae:"awuz'qondi? Why"?

Him:"l can't really say,I'm sorry"

Me:"uyeva ke babe? ...akho need wethu Vincent"
Him:"cummon Tee,andenzi ngamabom mfethu"

Me:"uright kalok I'm not saying explain yourself
ndithi akho need gha”

Him:"yho...okay"

Bae:"okay,hope whatever ekwenza ungazazi ba
uyeza is worth it"

Me:"uzothini ungabi worth it u Libhongo na babe?"

Him:"ayingo Libo Tee,l have a couple of things to do
if ndigqibe early ndizoza noba nd'fike Saturday"”



| looked at Ntando
Me:" ikhona enyinto buzay'thetha ku Vince babe"?
Bae:"uhm..no,sharp Vince ntwana"

Him:"sho bhut', Tee ndizozama nyhan ukuza mfethu
it has absolutely nothing to do with Libo"

| took the phone and hung up,naxesha labantu
abadlalisa undize mna while | have bigger problems
in life. Ntando just looked at me wathula,Mo called
so we packed and headed to the airport. Oko sithule
akhomntu uthethe nomnye until we got in the jet,he
settled while | poured myself a tizer ndasela then |
went to sit next to him and gave him a glass of
whiskey on the rocks

Him:"enkosi"
Me:"babe"

Him:"hm"?



Me:"l need to know something from you,assurance”
Him:"of what"?

Me:"that you will always have my back,always. No
matter what happens”

Him:"are you telling me you're still not sure nangoku"?

Me:"Ntando”

Him:"Nalique | got you okay,l've told you before and
I'm telling you now. Nothing and no one is gonna
change that”

Me:"good,coz | have this strong feeling that Gudda
and his dad are trying to break us up so they can get
to you without hurting me”

Him:"l know. Just don't let it get to you"
Me:"how can you be so calm about this"?

He downed his whiskey and exhaled

Him:"ta Bongs won't do anything esandophuma e jail



uzothumela u Gudda,yena ndiyamazi ke inside out u
Gudda akanamgqolo”

Me:"please don't underestimate your rivalries,what if
they team up noo Yanga"?

He kept quiet for a minute,then lifted my face up and
planted a kiss

Him:"for now lets focus on this party,| will deal with
the rest afterwards”

Me:"just be alert nakule party,andaz man babe
ayindonwabisanga yonke leway"

He pulled me closer ndathula,l guess | just have to
work with him this time around. Which meant | had
to push Ranger for some info,so to help Ntando be
alert and ahead at all times from now on. | cuddled
on him until we landed,a car was already waiting for
us so we got in sagoduswa and my God :D | never
realised how much | missed my babies until now



their faces lit up and cracked open the minute we
walked in. Uba came crawling to me and caught my
leg,| swear | dropped everything and picked him up

Me:"pharuza za mamakhe you missed mommie
more than daddy neh”

Ntando kissed his son while in my hands and went
to take the other one as we sat on one couch kweza
noo Sino. It was a very nice,joyful and intimate
moment for the first time to have almost everyone
under the same roof. | later prepared dinner,after we
ate we chilled e lounge. | somehow felt comfortable
around mother-in-law,she's just a cool woman to be
around...some time later we all headed to our
separate bedrooms ndakhe ndayovasa kemna. |
only realized after bathing that the cot was left in PE
so that meant solala nabantwana

Me:"siy'libele njan icot baby"?



Him:"doesn't really matter now,bazolala nathi"

Me:"obviously"

Sino and Owe slept with their granma,l lotioned,wore
pj's and got in bed. Uve crawled to my chest,giving
his dad a chance to go shower and me a chance to
bond with both my sons. Sancokola into
engavakaliyo until my phone rang...

Me:"Ranger”

Him:"hey,| got something | think you might find
interesting”

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"uzokwaz uphuma ksasa without the big guy
asking questions"?

Me:"uhhmmm...that's not gonna be easy unless we
meet at the bakery coz | have to go and check the
cake"

Him:"l can do that"



Me:"okay,l'll text you the time"

Him:"and specific bakery"

Ntando came out of the shower

Me:"yeah that too,look | have to go now. Sothetha
ngomso"

Him:"alright”

| hung up and dialed Lwandiso

Bae:"who was that"?

Me:"one of the organisers...hey ntwana unjani"
Soso:"'ndi excitos bheyibi,ninjan nina"

Me:"si grand,are you busy tomorrow"?

Soso:"ha.a ndzokhawlela omye wosbari bakho e
airport gha”



Me:"cool,lets meet up | need your assistance on
something’

Him:"okay call me when you wanna"

Me:"will do"

| hung up,Ntando came to bed,his babies abandoned
me and went crawling back to him

Him:"should | be worried"
Me:"nganton ngoku"

Him:"ever since we landed | keep having this feeling
you're hiding something from me"

Me:"why would | do that? And even if | was hiding
something from you it wouldn't be to hurt you in
anyway"

Him:"S'bongile size apha for iparty gha,nothing else
pISII



Ndathula mna,ndaz'lalisa futhi

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"

Him:"you're not hiding anything,right™?
Me:"'no”

Him:"good"

| fell asleep and woke up the following,| went to bath
ndabuya ndanxiba when | was ready to go | woke
him up

Me:"ndiyahamba,can | take your car pls”
Him:"kay"

| kissed him and looked at his sleepy eyes

Me:"l love you,okay"



Him:"love you"

| kissed him again ndahamba ndaqgala ngothumelela
u Ranger GPS Coordinates zalendawo s'odibana
kuyo,l went to the bakery payed for the cake then
met him outside he gave me a brown envelope
sohlukana mna ndayokwenza i verification at the
park then tied up loose ends to the preparations of
the party. | called my bae when everything was in
order

Him:"mamakhe"

Me:"hey,ndigqibile these things | came to do here
ndiniphathele nton"

Him:"thenga u KFC for everyone”
Me:"and for you"?
Him:"ribs,between Steers and Spur”
Me:"sharp sharp”

Him:"sho"



| went to Spur k'qala ndamthengela ne steak and
extra large chips then | went to buy la KFC for the
rest of the fam then | headed home la envelope
inside my bag. | reached home and asked Fatima to
share the meat for everyone but Ntando wasn't there

Me:"uph utata ka Sino mama"?

Him:"oko ebese roomini mtanam"

| went upstairs with his meal ndafika e busy on the
phone,he was beyond angry then for a minute |
thought what if he found out ngaleway ndiycele ku
Ranger? Then I'm in deep shit! | put is food next to
the bed,went back downstairs ndabuya ne plate and
juice for him ndafika ndamenzela kakuhle ukutya
kwakhe ndamlinda athethe agqgibe

Me:"everything okay babe"?

Him:"NO! Yeses u X umuncu yerrr"!



| gave him his food,he sat down and ate. | sat there
with him,| wanted to be there for him as a sound box
incase he needed one. Watya wandishiyela and got
up,wanxiba...l knew something was going to go
down

Me:"wanna talk about it"?

Him:"l might not be home until late,don't stay up”

| put the plate aside and stood up,| clutched on his t-
shirt and looked at his fuming eyes

Me:"please don't go hurt yourself okay"

Him:"l won't,but now I really have to go"

| lifted my face,our lips met as we shared a kiss for a
couple of seconds then we stopped. He kissed my
forehead and left,| sat down ndagqibezela



okwakutya ndakhupha la envelope and saw pictures
of Gudda with Yanga and two other guys on different
occasions.... Then there was a flash,| knew new
immediately that | was right about him.
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| ate that food finish then | sat on the bed,took his
laptop and plugged the flash ndamamela yonkinto
and watched the watchables then | took notes,the
way | was disgusted ngu Gudda was unspeakable.
After everything Ntando has done for him and his
family over the years now that his father is out he
spits him out and thank him like this? | started
getting ready for bed,Sino and Owe brought the
twins who were already in pj's

Sino:"mama can we sleep with you tonight"?
Me:"erh...okay"
Owe:"uzolalaphi utata kengok Sino™?

Me:"this bed is big enough for all of us boy,go brush
your teeth and come to bed"



They went to brush their teeth while | texted Soso
rescheduling to the following day since | couldn't
meet him namhlanje. The kids came back salala,|
only realized ekseni that Ntando didn't come home
at all so | called him,he didn't pick up ndamyeka
ndabuyela ndalala just for one more hour. After an
hour | woke up kunuka yena nje iroom yonke,| went
to open the windows then heard a whistle in the
shower,| woke Sino and Owe up bayochama
eroomini yabo then | changed my boys waphuma
uNtando ephole ku medulla

Him:"nanku mfazi womntu"

| ignored him,wabuya wazohlala next to me,still
wrapped in a bath towel one of his sons came
crawling to him getting up using his back for support

Him:"you didn't sleep well"?



Me:"l slept fine"
Him:"then uqumbeleni™?

Me:"you should have atleast told me aw'zobuya last
night"

Him:"but | texted you,kwi iPhone’

| didn't even know ba iphi kwalo phone
yes'bini,maybe its in my bag.

Me:"I'm gonna need your car again,if you don't mind"
Him:"babe"
Me:"hm"?

Him:"this has nothing to do with last night does it?
Utheni™?

Me:"andinanto man,| guess I'm anxious about this
party"

| got up,he followed and pulled my arm



Him:"come here"”

He turned my face and then kissed me full on the
lips then held the kiss,| breathed in his scent it filled
all corners in my body loosening all knots like a
massage would. It wasn't hard to believe that
Ntando was my drug and somehow | was addicted
to him, the minute our tongues colided we both
forgot that we had babies in the same room,clothes
flew and bodies melted together and for a few
minutes we drowned in a sea of lust. When we were
done | cleaned myself up and got dressed,| had
things to do and people to meet.

Once | was ready...

Me:"baby car keys ziphi"

Him:"jacket"

| kissed all three of them,took the keys and left. |
went to finish off a few things before meeting up
with Lwandiso by lunch time and | was already tired,|



missed my own house

Him:"ntwana yam why u hot kanje? | King ikuyeka
njan maan uphume unje kwezi wolves zingaka"?

| couldn't help but laugh,how can Soso say this.

Me:"hau dude,don't do that worse I'm not even that
beautiful"

We hugged and ordered lunch

Him:"hewethu,| said hot! Une figure ngath'
uyakhweleta"

Me:"ndizothini unga khweleti ndine ndoda na"

Our food came through

Him:"hhmmm...thank you. So cuz,what'’s this you
wanna tell me"?



Me:"yho mfethu,l've had enough of your relatives”
Him:"so early? What have they done to you"?
Me:"more like what are they planning to do’
Him:"ndimamele”

Me:"your uncle and his son want me to leave ta
Beast,then destroy him"

He stopped eating wand’jonga
Him:"u Gudda loh ugrand mtase?"
Me:"hey Soso andimaz mtchana,ndoyisiwe gha mna”

Him:"maybe he has a death wish,so tell me,what
should | do”

Me:"dig up Gudda,l want anything and everything
about him. Especially if it won't link taBeast"

Him:"how much time are you giving me"?

Me:"l don't have time Soso,l want all of this before |
return to PE"

Him:"okay | can do that,but,I'm gonna need you to
take your inlaws ubase kwakho coz | don't want no



destructions”

Me:"akho problem,I'm sure no mama will be glad to
have a full house”

We ate our lunch then headed to his flat,two minutes
was enough ndingenile and Ntando called

Me:"ntwana yam"
Him:"hey,uphi”

Me:"uzand'thini"?

Just then his brothers appeared...

Him:"l want you to fetch o Kuhle kwa Titus,niye kwa
X khona izonto zam end'funa nindphathele zona
pI,]all

Me:"zinton zona"?

Him:"uzaz'bona xa ufika pha"



Me:"mmkay"”

Him:"uthi u Sino ucela umphathele iiwings kwa
Chicken Licken"

Me:"sure,u Owe"?
Him:"ice cream”

Me:"but icecream ikhona nje endlini,ndcela uba
khelele bendthenge ne syrup ezimbini”

Him:"okay,mna kthen ndingabuzwa ba ndfunani"?
Me:"there's no need,| know ufuna mna wena"

He chuckled

Him:"cummon babe"

Me:"am | lying?"

Him:"no,but ndcela und'phathele nee ribs mfethu”

Me:"ha.a babe yonke lento niyfunayo ikhona apho
endlini”

Him:"uzondenzela obuya kwakho ke"
Me:"eshe,did you tell your brothers bahamba nam”

Him:"ewe | just called them before calling you"



Me:"okay,gotta go now"

Him:"sho"

| hung up and hugged abo sbari sancokolani for a
few minutes then we went to X and upon arival we
were awaited by four brown boxes.

Me:"what's this X"?
Him:"l didn't open them sisteri"

| went to open one box ndabona utywala :/ well |
should have known,but | told him we won't have
booze here... The twins loaded in the car

Me:"is Amanda coming"?
X:"yeah uzoza nam kwaksasa ngomso"

Me:"sure" sahamba sagoduka. Nd'the ndifika endlini
kwabe kugcwele nje kumnyama kwi parking,we
offloaded,| locked the car and went inside bumping
onto him ephuma,he tried kissing my lips | looked
the other way he met my cheek



Him:"gents,take those boxes to the basement”

| gave him his keys wahamba,l went to change
ndanika u Sino iiwings zakhe then | went to the
lounge

Ma:"heh makoti"?
Me:"mama"”

Ma:"I'm sure you won't mind preparing supper for us
tonight,khesim'phumze u aunty”

Me:"oh,no akho problem ma"

Ma:"ebethe u Ntando kuzoza no Kuhle ke ubabale xa
upheka"

Me:"sebekhona mama"

Ma:"ooh okay"

| was tired neh,but | couldn't say no to her maybe if it
was my fiancé | would have protested. | rested for a



few minutes then | went to cookfirst defrosted iiribs
for umntu wonke then | made pap and chakalaka ne
grilled boerwors with icecream and either chocolate
or caramel syrup/sauce for dessert then later at
supper time | dished up for wonke umntu walapha
and served. When they were done I collected and
washed the plates,Gudda walked in ndsavasa izitya

Him:"mtakza"

| ignored him,wabuya and stood next to the sink

Him:"ugrand Tee"?

| continued with what | was doing as if he wasn't
here let alone saying something.

Him:"did you guys fight? Uk'bethile? Cummon Tee
tell me why you're upset pls,| can't help you if you
don't talk”



When | was done packing the plates | left him
there,took my kids who were bathed and in Pj's
already sayolala. | wasn't sleepy but | was tired,just
as my kids were dozing off their father walked in

Him:"babe ulele"?

Me:"hm.mh"

Him:"your brother wants to see you"
Me:"which one"?

Him:"Polo"

| got out of bed and wore slippers
Me:"where is he"?
Him:"basement’

| wore my gown

Him:"u sharp"?



| just nod and left him ndaya ku Marc fika ehleli
yedwa we hugged and sat down facing each other

Him:"are you okay? | mean,happy"?
Me:"yes why do you ask"?

Him:"l don't know,l just have a feeling that you're in
danger”

Me:"as you can see,I'm still in this whole piece”

Him:"are you sure everything is okay,even between
you and Beast"?

Me:"I'm sure boet,we've never been this happy"

Whathula and studied my face,maybe he was just
tryna read my soul through my eyes. | don't know.

Him:"okay then,but know that I'm always a phone
call away"

Me:"you're even on speeddial on my phone”



Him:"good,now come gimme a hug"

We hugged and left the basement,on our way out we
bumped on Gudda,Beast and Ranger. Gudda pulled
me aside bahamba abanye ndamjamela,Ntando
turned and our eyes met waphinda wahamba

Him:"okay,we're alone tell me what's going on with
you,either you are deliberately avoiding me or you're
hiding something"

Me:" khand'yeke Gudda ndoda”

Him:"Tee,l can see right through this facade. Please
don't protect him if he's abusing you,that man has no
mercy he is beyond dangerous”

| yanked my arm away from him in disgust
wand’jonga taken back a bit

Me:"that man is the same man whose blood you and



your fucking parasite family are sucking and incase
you forgot,he is my fiancé so please stop it okay!
Stop it and leave me the hell alone”

Him:"protecting him won't help you yaz S'bongile and
it won't change the fact that he is dangerous”

Me:"dangerous? Uyamaz ba u dangerous kanti"?

Him:"trust me,l know him better than you ever could.
He doesn't think twice when he's out to kill"

Me:"then why the fuck would you have secret
meeting with his rivals Gudda"?

Him:"wha-"

Me:"cut the act will ya! | know about your numorous
secret meetings with Yanga okay!? You can fool
everyone around here but not me,you know what go
tell your daddy that | said if anything wrong happens
ngomso kule party | will come after the both of you
with everything and the very last drop of my blood"

Oko ekhamisile... | took a step and stopped,turned
and faced him



Me:"if you think yall are going all gangsta on me and
my family,think again...| was subconscious when |
killed Killa but | promise you,l wouldn't take even a
minute of hesitation to kill the two of you ngokwam.
You ungrateful pigs"

| left him standing kulo passage ndayolala,fika
uNtando ethuthuzela u Uvelile

Me:"utheni"?

Him:"sshush,uyalala”

Well | got in bed and faced the other way,he came
and sat on the covers

Him:"you okay"?

Me:"i just need some good sleep thats all”



Him:"mmmbh,night ke"

| didn't respond.
Waphakama,turned off the light wahamba.
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| tossed and turned the whole night kunzima nolala.
Oko ndihleli till midnight ndancama ndamfounela

Him:"mamakhe’

Me:"baby ndcela ubuye”
Him:"haibo,sew'vukile"?

Me:"l didn't sleep a wink"

Him:"why? What's wrong?"

Me:"yho ungafika umntu sebhubhile”

Him:"okay ndyeza"



| hung up ndaphakama and went to make myself
ginger tea ndathatha iirusks and went back
upstairs,Ntando walked in ndisando ngena. He went
to look at his sons then came to sit next to me...

Me:"you were drinking"

Him:"sise basement nje babe | wasn't driving"
Me:"mmmh”

Him:"soo0o0...I'm here,what's up"?

Me:"there's something | have to tell you"

Him:"owkay"

| ate all my rusks ndagongqoza i tea yam,l wanted to
say this the correct way carefully thought coz
Ntando is still Beast and | don't want him to get
angry infront of me. | suddenly grew some fear...

Him:"baby thetha kalok”



Me:"Ntando ndoyika okay"
Him:"uyoyika? Woyika ntoni"
Me:"wena"

Him:"woyika mna? Haibo"!

| moved and supported my back with the
headboard,| looked at my hands and fiddled with my
nails

Me:"l know you said | shouldn't involve myself in
your business but in this case | guess | acted in the
moment because of anxiety and anger”

Him:"ndimamele”

Me:"l uhm... | went out of my way and found
something that might or might not be useful to you
or us”

Him:"uthetha nganton kengok S'bongile”



| went to take his laptop and plugged the flash

Me:"watch this"

He took it to his lap and watched,| went back to the
same position. After watching he closed it
wayoyibeka and came back to sit down

Him:"how did you get this"?

Me:"doesn't matter”

Wakhe wathula...

Me:"I'm sorry but | thought you needed to know"
Him:"thank you"

Me:"you're not angry with me"?

Him:"no"

Okay now | was shocked! What the hell just
happened? I'm sure he saw the shock in my face



when he turned and looked at me,l just didn't know
whether to be even more scared or just hug him.

Him:"hey,come here...sondela"

| slid on the sheet and went closer to him then we
kissed gqiba wand’jonga

Him:"when we gave ourselves a second chance we
agreed on no secrets so thank you,nyhani’

Me:"so what now"?
Him:"l need time to think"

Me:"don't kill them,please”

He looked at me sternly,kissed me more then got
up,ndamlandela and held his arm

Me:"baby please,don't do it"

Him:"go back to sleep my love,we will come back to
this when we're in PE. Focus kule party,make sure



everything goes well"

| just nod,Ntando waphinda wahamba mtchana. |
won't lie,| panicked. What made me even more afraid
now is the chill in his voice and all over his face,he
didn't give away any sign of anger or fued uvele nje
wangu Ntando. Worst part is,| couldn't unshow him
this...he's seen it and there's nothing | can or will do
about it. | knew Gudda will be on his toes from now
on coz he knows what | know Ntando knows,|
wouldn't be surprised if he didn't pitch for the
party,to go and cover his tracks or recreate their plan
benoyise.

| decided to sleep,tomorrow is another big day that
needs my full attention and energy.

Woke up ksasa and prepared everyone and
everything that needed me then | went to check on
the venue ndafika kukho oo Ntando | first went to
speak to the organizer just to find out if everything is



ready nah... Ranger came to me as | was walking to
the jumping castles to see if nyhan ku ready

Him:"Tee,ugrand"

Me:"hey,ndishap bhut' ugrand wena"
Him:"not ncam mfethu”

Me:"what's up"?

Him:"please don't show the big guy those vids and
pictures’

Me:"erh,why"?

Him:"l don't want to be guilty of
anything,ndibaghaphele phezolo naksasa vandag.
They were working very close together”

Me:"so you will be guilty of what"?

Him:"if the big guy sees ezaway uzomsusa
immediately mfethu"

Me:"don't worry ‘bout it,look | gotta go neh”



| left him and went out,bumped on Ntando and

Gudda walking together laughing,okay now | was
afraid of what's going on in Ntando's head.. | felt
Ranger's concern the most coz | know that akhonto
angayaziyo u Ntando now why ezoba cozy no Gudda?
They looked up as | approached them,| faked a smile
and walked into Ntando's embrace

He whispered: "you don't have to fake that beautiful
smile" | giggled and whipered back: "what are you up
to"?

Wahleka and released me

Me:"ntwana yam,Anisebahle”
Bae:"uyaphi"?

Me:"eshe,l have a home incase we forgot”
Bae:"eshe? Really now"

Me:"excuse me gentlemen,| other have priorities
waiting for me. twaz nice seeing yall’



He kissed my cheek and let me go,l went to where |
parked his car and got in xand'vala ucango | saw
Gudda approaching | just started the ignition and
reversed ...

Unfortunately he caught me xand'qala ungathi
ndiyaphuma wena infront of the car,| abruptly
stopped and cursed.

He came to my side,the window was already rolled
down.

Him:"Tee,l just wanted to apologise about last night"
Me:"what happened last night"?

Him:"erh...la convo bes'nayo. | would like to explain
laway yee meetings no Yanga"

Me:"what meetings are you talking about Gudda"?

Him:"our convesation izolo,you said you knew about
my secret meetings. You don't remember"?

Me:"heh mtase,either | was sleepwalking or
whatever you're smoking is too much for you"



He looked very confused at me...

Me:"and whatever it is you should stop it,otherwise
izok'faka ejaivin”

| started my car again
Me:"wait,did you say you had meetings with Yanga"?

He snapped out of the confusion box

Him:"no..no mtakza forget | said anything.
Sharp,drive safe"

Me:"mmmkay sharp’

| laughed as | drove home,uphambene yaz u Gudda.
Ucing'ba yena ndakhe nda sleep walker ngenye imini?
| arrived home and made food for myself ndatya,|
heard a knock u Sis Fatima went to check then came
back



Her:"sisi unamandwendwe"

Me:"nd'cela ubazise ngapha sisi"

The way | screamed when | saw Amanda and her
son walking in,we hugged then bahlala phantsi

Me:"heh man,awsembhle”
Her:"enkosi babe ,kodwa wena u worse"

Me:"unjalo ke Amanda,khame nd'yabuya"

| went to the kitchen coz | haven't seen umama oko
ndbuyile

Me:"...sisi uph’ umakhulu”
Her:"ebenxibisa abantwana upstairs”

Me:"ooh okay,ndcela wenzele oo Amanda something
to eat if awkho busy sisi"

Her:"okay sisi akho ngxaki"



| returned to Amish and her son with juices

Me:"ung'bani gama lakho ndoda"?
Him:"ngu Axolile sisi"

Me:"heee hamba Amanda,nenze i combination
yamagama enu’

Her:"undimele ke friend please,ikhona indaw' yolala?
We need to catch up,manyhani”

Me:"izobakhona if X won't mind you sleeping here"

Her:"He knows"

Fatima came with their food batya sancokola for a
couple of minutes then Ntando walked in and stood
next to my chair wadlala nomntwa ka X

Him:"molweni...Amish,yey indala lentwana”

Her:"ukhule msinya nyhani"



Him:"andilambe babe,unxiba nini kanti"

Me:"I'll get dressed now now,ndcela ubuze iimpahla
ku Fats bendcele yena for ironing"

Him:"mmh,sharp Amanda”

Her:"okay bhuti"

He left and went upstairs...

Amanda oko endijongile,ndamhlaka coz | knew what
she was going to say

Me:"thetha friend"

Her:"usenjena lomntu wakho? How do you deal with
that"?

Me:"he's actually a nice person kanti chomi"

Her:"hay ithi uyamthanda,akatshintshi tu u ta Beast.
He still sounds like that control freak ndimaz eyiyo
chomi”

Me:"oh-kay,let me leave you before we go



sentimental here. Ndizobuya xase sizohamba,if you
need anything pls talk to sis Fats neh"

Her:"kay"

| left her ndayokwenzela u bae something to eat
then | took it up to our room ndafika evasa,our
clothes were layed on the bed,| undressed and went
to join him in the shower. We shared a sponge in
silence... Then he spoke up

Him:"usadika lamntana nangoku”
Me:"who"?

Him:"Amanda,she was doing great ngok
beningabelene’

| didn't answer him,when | was done | went out and
lotioned in our room,he followed wafika nd'nxiba
wathambisa naye wanxiba,| had decided that we
wear blue jeans,white sneakers,white t-shirts and
matching caps each written our titles:



King,Queen,Prince Uba and Prince Uve.

Him:"ugumbeleni kengok"?
Me:"andigumbanga mna"

Him:"okay uthuleleni ke"

Again ndathula and just finished off my make up,!
wanted to tell him Amanda wants to sleep over but
after what he said in the shower | couldn't,and to
make matters worse | missed Amanda now uvele
wandenza dom.

Him:"okay baby something is definately wrong,what
is it"

Me:"Amanda wants to sleep over,| already said akho
ngxaki but now I'm not so sure’

Him:"oh,| didn't realize"

Me:"yep,I'm done here. Meet you downstairs”



He held my arm ndamjonga

Him:"she can come,l'll probably spend the night with
the gents at the basement”

Me:"kay"
Him:"I'm sorry,| know you probably missed her"

Me:"cool,naku ukutya kwakho"

He let go of my hand wathula.
Ndathula nam.
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| left him and went to check on his kids ndabuyela to
our room to pack their bags with changing clothes
and diapers...their dad had just finished eating

Him:"baby"

Me:"hm"?



Him:"come here"
Me:"Amanda is waiting for me downstairs babe"

He took my hand and drew me close looking deep
into my eyes

Him:"l don't remember telling you | love you today”
Me:"doesn't matter wethu"

Him:"to me it does,| love you
Mam'Zangwa,Khwalo,Ncuthu"

| blushed...who wouldn't,ebizwa kamnandi kangaka.

Him:"ndiyakuthanda nyhan and | don't ever wanna
see you unhappy,especially not today"

Me:"yes sir,now can | go or we'll be really late”

Him:"not before | do this"

He smothered me with kisses | had to pull myself
away from him wash'yeka encumile



Me:" uzohamba ngo Ranger mos wena babe”

Him:"baby | don't have to go with anyone...I've got
cars,remember”

Me:"good,ndimkile ke nale yethu imoto”

Whatever he said after that | didn't even wanna hear
it,| took all my children,umakhulu wabo no Fats then
Amanda and his son. Range ka bae iyokhala if
iyikwazi but imeko ibisitsho. | drove us to the
park,umakhulu the kids and | went to sit at the main
table and besekuqgaliwe. As | sat down | saw
Eve,Keri,Joe,Luu and Sive in a nearby table. Now
that's my family. | winked at Luu,he responded with a
smile... | got the shock of my life when | saw that
Soso was made u MC 0 Ntando said he would
handle the MC thing ngok'ya bendisenza
iplanning,and even when | walked in ndimbonile
ejaiva pha no Kuhle gha bend'ngakhange
ndimcingele nje kwaphela. He did his thing ndaxola
nam,and I'm sure everyone else was satisfied
kuhleka nje kodwa. At the end he gave us,the



parents,to say something. A vote of thanks is what
he called it but Ntando was nowhere to be found so |
gave his mom the opportunity wathetha ke nje
ngamzali then lastly was my turn... | didn't even
prepare a speech.

Me:"uhm...molweni firstly,I'd like to appreciate all of
you most especially everyone who came from out of
town including my family,the Smiths. | know how
busy your lives are but today you guys left everything
to be here and celebrate with these two
princes,thank you guys so much. Erh... I'd like to also
appreciate my inlaws,umakhulu has been here the
whole week making sure things are in order while |
was at work,Kay and twin thank you guys ningo
tamnci for real; | won't be able to name every single
person but | am grateful to all of you,you have made
this day extra special...one day once they've grown
nabo bazozbonela that they have such wonderful
people in their lives,uncle Soso and your
craziness,Lindo thank you for sharing him with me
babe | know sikhe sidike at times. Lastly,I'd like to
thank Ntando,worse andimboni ke,nonetheless |



wanna thank him for his support throughout the
whole pregnancy alone coz it wasn't an easy one.
Any other man would have run away..."

Soso:"'ngaphandle kwam"

Me:"yes ngaphandle kwakho,enkosi marn mtase...for
everything..."

Ntando walked in with a glass of whiskey and it
wasn't the first one,l could see it in his eyes...the
screams and applause from the people almost
threw me offguard :0 since when is he famous na
ngoku? He came to stand next to me,not forgetting
to kiss my forhead baphinda ba scream'er aba bantu

Me:"as | was saying..."
Him:"kuthethwa nganton babe"?
Me:"umbulelo”

Him:"oh | arrived at the right time mos...okay,lemme
start by appreciating all of you from the highest to
the lowest. The tallest to the shortest,the fat and the



slim,rich or poor...thank you for dropping everything
and making my sons birthday your priority just for
today”

>>applause<<

Just like that Ntando stole my moment,yangath
andikho :v

Him:"having said all of that,| have to thank this
beautiful woman next to me. Ungamboni
engaka,ethule she's one helluva strong woman.
What you don't know is that the doctors told her she
will be blessed if she carried up to six months,when
she did carry up and beyond God blessed her even
more with twins coz we were expecting umntwana
omnye. It wasn't an easy road,people close to us will
know what I'm talking about... Partner in crime ka
uncle Soso ke leh. I'm still trying to figure out who is
more stout between the two,what | know is that
apho omnye amosha khona,one will cover the tracks
of the other. Enkosi Khwalo. Ngento yonke"



Suddenly there was silence,aba bantu bebesando
hleka ngok'ngok were now emotional.

Me:"ahem,well he said it all. Enkosi kumntu wonke
once again,and let the kids have fun”

Soso took over again,there was a self service buffet
but kwagala thina and family then everyone else
followed. After eating,Ranger came to fetch the kids
wayobadlalisa kwi jumping castles,swings etc then |
had a chance to go mingle with my family but
ndafika uLuu kuthwa umke no Ntando

Eve:"nice words he said outhere,heartfelt and
believeable”

Me:"he was saying the truth, we had the most
difficult pregnancy yet"

Keri:"you look beautiful and happy,all difficulties
must have disappeared after you gave birth"



Me:"hm"

They gave me the look...

Me:"did you guys bring your kids"?

Sive:"yeah bayadlala,why do | feel like we're missing
something"?

Me:"l wouldn't know,I'll be back now ndfuna u Soso"”

| left them and went looking for Soso,and only saw
Laa sancokola wand'khapha sakhangela uSoso
sadibana no Ntando ndambona ba uyoyika u Landile

Bae:"babe"
Me:"mh"

he kissed me,on purpose. Andaz,maybe
okukhweleta kwakhe was in the blood

Bae:"Titus"



Him:"sho ta"

Bae:"where are you taking my wife"
Me:"we're looking for Soso,khange umbone"?
Bae:"he's at that braai area with Sihle"

Me:"sho,sambe Landile"

He followed behind me...

Me:"don't show him uyamoyika Laa,he'll intimidate
you oko"

Him:"l can't help it mfethu,and | don't understand
why he does that coz we're cousins now
akunabakho nocela i loveback”

Me:"all I'm saying is don't show him your fear,or else
uzongcungcutheka every time you see him"

He kept quiet sade safika koo Soso

Me:"l've been looking for you"



Him:"andiyo ndodakho kemnake,mnka! By fire"!

We laughed

Me:"eintlik uyand'lahla Soso? During the peoples
nogal"?

Him:"Fire! Fire! Ooh guddagudda fire! This woman
wants me dead,can you help her find her man”

Me:"do you really have to be this dramatic? Dude,!
just came to thank you"

Him:"rabarabaraba! Kharakharakhalakatha!"

Sihle:"don't mind him,he's been like this all week
after we went to check out chicks at some other
church”

Me:"heee! Let me leave you guys, | think I'll see you
ngomso ke"

Sihle:"sharp sisteri"



| left them and went to mingle with other people,|
had enough of this mingling | wanted my quiet alone
time,in my own bed,under the covers and just block
everything out. It had been a long tiresome day and
bekusebusuku ngoku I looked all over but couldn't
find my kids so | called their dad

Him:"mamakhe”

Me:"l can't find your kids,| wanna go home"
Him:"l took them home with granny and Fats"
Me:"baby you should have told me though”

Him:"l thought you'd want some time out and catch
up with your people,why sew'funa ugoduka so early"?

Me:"I'm tired babe,lemme check Amanda then go”

Him:"mmmkay"

| hung up and called Amanda,she came with her son
sahamba. My sisters had gone to Sleep at Marc's
place...safika thina endlini and went straight to bed



but | first took her son to the other children in the
other room then we changed into pj's | called Ntando
again,angafiki apha s'lele afune ibed yakhe

Him:"hay kodwa ndya hlukunyezwa namhlanje’

Me:"eshe,s'yalala thina | just wanna make sure we
understand each other nge sleeping"

Him:"hay ndi grand lalani"
Me:"sharp skeem”
Him:"ayt"

He hung up

Amanda got in bed,| followed

Her:"uyamthanda nyhan friend"
Me:"haha,you don't know half of it"

Her:"l listened to what he said at the party,akadlali
ngawe shame ubhut' wabantu. Und'phoxile ke kona"

Me:"uphoxe alot of people kanti,don't feel bad about



it"
Her:"mmh.hm neh,so Tee tell me konke mngane.
What have you been up to"

We began from the top ndam'balisela almost
everything,there are some things she don't need to
know no matter how much of a friend she is.

[10/11,12:17]1 +27 73 069 2704 : #326

Sithe sisancokola,my phone rang...

Me:"Hello"
Eve:"is Amanda with you™?
Me:"yes,why"?

Eve:"damn! Look,we're coming over okay? Get out of
bed and tell her she can't sleep there”

Me:"what's going on™?

Eve:"I'll explain later,just do as I'm saying"



Me:"oh-kay"

| hung up and got out of bed ndakhulula ipj pants
and wore the jeans | had worn emini

Me:"I'm sorry friend but kuzofuneka unxibe,my
sisters are on their way to fetch me"

She didn't move an inch...

Her:"niyaph? But | thought tonight would be about us
just chilling and catching up”

Me:"as you can see Amanda that has now
changed,pls get dressed uyothatha u Axo kula room’

Her:"hey hay sana"

She got out wanxiba then went to take
umntanakhe,my sisters arrived with Marcus and
curiosity was killing me | swear



Me:"guys what's going on"?

Marc:"'urhm,Amanda right? Come lemme take you
home"

Her:"is everything okay"?

Eve:"nothing a family can't handle sweetie,now off
you go. Goodnight"

Her:"oh-kay...Tee I'll call you ksasa"

Me:"okay,be safe"

Marc drove them home, | was left staring at Eve and
Keri. Eve just opened the fridge and removed the
icecream tub,5L wathatha her spoon and went to sit
at the lounge. Keri and | took our own and
followed,we ate a couple of spoons akhomtu
uthethayo,l stopped and looked at both of them

Me:"Eve? Keri? What's going on"?

Eve:"its a long story,but here's a short version of it:



she's working with some of ta Beast's men against
him"
Keri:"so basically what Eve is saying is that,she was

sent as a spy to steal inside info from you or
documents around the house"

Eve:"anything that will take him down"
Me:"'no”
Eve:"yep,eat up mtase”

Me:"'no man guys,Amanda would never do that.
Like,no | know her she'd never do that"

Keri:"people change my dear”

Ndlela le bendimathe ngayo,l hate it when Ntando is
right. Even this icecream became rock hard ayakwaz
nokwehla sis'gquku ebendinaso,Marc returned and
told me the whole story and how he found out about
it then asked Eve to call me coz this friend of mine
was a wolf in sheep skin. | swear if | had magic I'd
change Ntando angabi yi gangsta,coz now I'm
suddenly making unneccessary enemies with the



people I'm supposed to trust,family and friends. |
wished it wouldn't come to the point where Ntando
is the only person | have in my life coz | knew if it
comes to that uzogeza with a ground to stand on
eyazi ba | have no one else but him. After a long
series of chatting they left and returned to Marc's
place,it was almost morning (past 3am) when they
left so ndavela ndenza i spring cleaning,when | was
done | cooked porridge,made english breakfast for
everyone ndakhupha i laundery and started washing
it. When | was done | went to hang it outside,ikhona i
dryer but | just wanted something to do and
inggondo yam was going back and forth on how
easy it must have been for Amanda to agree to do
this without considering our friendship at all,at the
end of the day she never liked Ntando,but at the
begining of our relationship she kept the pretense
which made me believe she had no problem with
him anymore. Moreover,this meant Ntando had
bigger problems than Gudda alone. X was in this
too,who else was in this engavelanga?



Him:"S'bongile”

| snapped and looked at Gudda,what is he doing here
this time?

Him:"ugrand? Why you hanging clothes this time"?
Me:"what are you doing here this time"?

Him:"bend'shaya iround nje,ta Beast said | should
come check on yall"

Me:"Ntando sent you? Uph yena"?

Him:"erh...u busy”

Mxm

| just continued what | was doing,and watched him
go. When | was done with the clothes | went upstairs
and made my bed,| almost slipped on
something,when | looked down | saw Amanda's
phone. | sat down and tried opening it but it had a
pass lock... | dialed Soso,he didn't pick up the phone



it diverted to his twin way'bamba

Him:"hello"

Me:"hey,uph u Soso"?

Him:"he's around is he not picking up"?
Me:"ha.a worse | need him"

Him:"l don't think he'll be any useful,he's kinda
wasted right now"

Me:"tjo,okay."
Him:"ubufunani maybe | can help"
Me:"do you know anything about phones,technology”

Him:"you mean you wanna break into someones
phone”

Me:"'something like that"
Him:"l could try but not now"

Me:"thank you, text me the time and place to meet
ozoba comfortable kuyo"

Him:"okay sharp...one more thing,if the phone is not



yours pls remove the battery incase of tracking"
Me:"oh okay,thanks"

Him:"sharp”

| removed the battery ndafaka la phone kwi hand

bag yam then | went to soak myself in the bath. After
two hours | got out and went to the bedroom ndfika
u Ntando ekhulula

Me:"good morning"
Him:"l thought you said your friend is sleeping over"

Me:"change of plans”

He undressed and wore a gown,| lotioned my body
and searched for clothes to wear. He came to stand
behind me,and pulled me close. He reeked of
alcohol,good thing | was looking the other way and
not at him directly,he kissed my neck



Me:"don't you think you should freshen up first"
Him:"andi fresh mamakhe"

Me:"baby pls,unuka ubila no tywala tana"

He kissed my neck and whistled to the bathroom,|
got dressed in high waisted white denim shorts,pink
lace top and white sneakers. | wore a gown over this
outfit and went to check on my babies fika besalele
ndabashiya and went to the lounge umama was
already there,| greeted her and went to dish up and
served everyone who was awake. | took my fiancé's
food upstairs ndafika sengena ezingubeni ezolela

Me:"tatakhe aw'zotya k'qala”
Him:"hm.mbh,later"
Me:"okay,zokucika apha"

Him:"mh"

| put his food on the bedside table ndathatha



iporridge ndayisa ezantsi. The time was now past
eight and Laa texted me the place to meet,| figured |
might as well have breakfast there. | removed the
gown,took the keys and handbag ndahamba ...
Umama wand'bona and came after me wafika
xandingena emotweni

Her:"haibo! Makoti,awkwaz uhamba unjalo. Did
Ntando see you? Uhamba ze noko mtanomtu”

Lol | wanted to laugh... But | contained myself

Me:"he knows | dress like this mama,don't worry
yourself about it"

Her:"uyakuyeka unje? Hay hay hay,soze! Ubungeno

nxiba a longer trouser ke sisi'Kalok sekufana noba

ungumfazi womntu ngok,futhi ke uzele. Awnokwazi
uhamba eztratweni unje. Hay noko"

| got out of the car,| went to change into cut-out



white skinny jeans ndahama,still didn't see no
difference coz kwezi cutouts my thighs were
showing. Anyway | went to meet Landile,we ordered
breakfast then ndamnika le phone. He said he'll need
about thirty minutes with it | told him ndizoyilinda so
he suggested we go to Soso's flat enzele khona
leway safika kulele wonke umntu,l woke Sihle up
while Landile went to his room eyokwenza lento.
Sihle half opened his eyes and mumbled something
waphinda walala :/ |just focused on my phone coz
there was nothing else | could do. Nd'the ndsahleli
ndabawela i icecream | got up and went to scavage
Soso's fridge and found a tub unopened...nday'vula
and scooped up for myself and went to sit down.
Landile came out with the phone

Him:"okay,done”
Me:"oh that was fast. Thank you"

Him:"pleasure”

| took the phone,put it in my bag ndagqibezela i



icecream yam sincokola and laughing..when | was
done he accompanied me to the car kwavuka no
Soso esimve ngelizwi sendingena emotweni

Him:"l thought | heard your voice,why
ungand'vusanga'?

Me:"hey buddy,you look terrible"

He came forward with a big brown envelope and
stood next to his twin

Him:"i party yakwakho made me look like this
fondin"

Me:"yeah whatever,uvuke send’hamba ke mfethu"
Him:"bungezanga kum dan™?
Laa:"nope,she came to see me’

Him:"eshe,uright. Wipe that smirk off your face
Landile awsoze ndishiywe nguwe ku bheyibhi wam"



Me:"about that,you dumped me izolo kukho ichom
zakho s000..."

Him:"kengoku? Hewethu | can dump you ndbuyelane
nawe anytime | want.”

Laa:"ncooh look at you,are you crying"?
Him:" Uyi rebound Laa thula"

Me:"you guys look cute though®

He pouted and handed me the envelope

Him:"here"

Me:"thank you...see yall"

| got in my car and drove to the beach,l removed my
shoes,took my phone and took a walk in the beach. |
needed a clear head... So much has been going,still
is going on infact. | had forgotten about time and
responsibilities just for a while and | seemed to be
enjoying it. | found a rock and sat down..looked



ahead at the sea.

Me:"l wonder where | draw this strength and
determination. Will it even be beneficial in the long
run? What if..."

| sighed and closed my eyes,| could feel danger
ahead. Exactly the kinda danger that my brother was
talking about just that | couldn't make out where
exactly the danger is. Or to whom it may be.
Lwandiso kept on calling me but | didn't feel like
talking to him right now,| didn't feel like being
dramatic or like laughing | just wanted this peace. A
private call came through,| didn't pick up until caller
|ld showed X on my screen...

Me:"X"
Her:"Trina ndim Amanda”
Me:"oh,hey what's up"?

Her:"chomi khange uy'bone i phone yam pha



kwakho"?
Me:"ha.a when last did you see it"?

Her:"ey andkho sure,maybe | lost it at the park yaz.
Okay sharp friend"

Me:"have you tried tracking it"?

Her:"ewe asiyfumani ithi tracker disabled"
Me:"yho xolo chomi"

Her:"khayeke neh”

Me:"sharp”

Uzoyazi indaw'yakhe.

| saw an icecream man and went to buy one nda
stroller,after some time | went back to that rock just
one more time before | head home... If only life could
be this peaceful.
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| decided to go back home,it was close to lunch time.



| parked the car and took out Amanda's phone,paged
through it. | read all her messages and obviously
saw personal things that | wasn't supposed to see. |
read her emails and whatsApp texts,thats where |
saw the conversations about this plan of theirs
against Ntando,the way | wanted to leave Cape
Town? Mh! When | had had enough | put it back
inside my bag,got out locking the car gqgiba
ndangena endlini | just wanted my bed. When |
passed by the lounge | heard Ntando and his mom
having a serious convo ndadlula ndaya
eroomini,removed my shoes and jeans then got in
bed covering myself with the shawl. It wasn't long
when | felt someone inside the room,| waited to hear
anything since | thought it was Ntando but | just felt
the presence no sound whatsoever,| uncovered my
head and saw a shadow by the window almost as if
someone had jumped off the balcony. | got up and
went to check the window,then | saw lomntu
enyubeleza and jumped over to the other side of the
fence lagala uvalo,| swung a gown over my body and
went for the door only to be met by Ntando's hard
torso



Him:" hey,when did you come back? U right? You
look flushed"

Me:"someone was in here,just now | saw him
jumping over that fence"

He went to the window and got out wema kwi
balcony then came back inside calling someone

Him:"Ranger,phaa ezkhathini | need you to go to the
old warehouse in Mossel Bay"

Range:"sho ta,ndihamba nabani”
Him:"wedwa,l'll follow"
Range:"ude wayaz' ba nguban lo umke nale way"?

Him:" ngu Ocean,uphumapha ngok ebezoy'beka"

| was scared out of my boots. What happened to him
having a tight security nah? Unless this was
someone who knows the system,is that what he
meant when he mentioned Ocean in that phonecall?



| went to the bathroom ndabuya and sat down,he
was busy on his tablet then noticed I'm waiting for
him way'beka ecaleni.

Him:"how was the beach"?

He knows | know all his cars have trackers,but does
he have to make it that obvious that uyand'’khangela
when I'm not around?

Me:"tonight we're going back to PE"

Him:"oh, umakhulu ebebawela umboleke abantwana
for the rest of the year”

Me:"yho that's like four whole months?"

| got up and started packing our clothes,except for
his.

Him:"so what's your answer”



Me:"she already has two kids to look after,how will
she manage with four"?

Him:"l don't know"

Me:"I'll have to think about it,but now | need to get
out of Cape Town and back to my own space”

Him:"kay"

| realized that | wasn't gonna be told about this
'thing' so nam mandvele ndithule and keep to myself.
When | was done packing | went to lie on my back on
the bed

Him:"S'bongile”

Me:"Ntando”

Him:"u grand"

Me:"tchi haikengok,yinton le und'buza yona"
Him:"und'phoxelani kengok”

Me:"khand'yeke mfethu"



Him:"ndingu mfowenu ngoku"?
Me:"l really don't feel like talking. Please tatakhe"

Him:"uyanqumnka"?

:0
| didn't answer him,my phone rang ndaphendula
knowing uzond'yuca u Soso k'qala.

Me:"Titus"
Him:"kunini ndikufounela mfaz' ndini"
Me:"ubuzothini"?

Him:"you won't even apologize for deliberately not
answering my calls Trinalique"?

Me:"no Lwandiso | won't apologize okay,idlulile leyo
now we're talking. What's up"?

Him:"rhaaaa! Yaz uyand'qhela mtase! Njeng'ba u ta
Beast ekwenza i first born yakhe,andkazali kemna.
Tchin,yhin'le ndagezelwa nguwe nge cawe



ezintsukwini"

Me:"uzothi xa u serious ke uphinde u foune mtaka
dabs”

| hung up

Ntando eye'd me

Him:"nixabene"?
Me:"no”
Him:"then why umphoxa uSoso”

Me:"ayikufuni suy'ngena. Have you told Mo
syahamba™?

Him:"utheni nah wanolaka namhlanje"?

Me:"Mo babe? Umxelele"?

He shook his head and called his pilot ndaphakama
and went to my babies kwenye iroom fika u Uba
elele I took his twin brother and went back to my



room with him,his face lit up when he saw his dad.
Thirty minutes was a lot ndidlala nomtanam when
Fats came to my room saying | have a visitor,Ntando
asked ba ngubani she said ngu Soso ndaphela
yintsini and told her to tell him andikho wahamba
wayomxelela.

Ntando waphakama waphuma,l knew he was gonna
tell Soso ndikhona so | remove the gown and wore
trackpants and followed them ndafika enyabe u
Soso elounge

Me:"Ntwana yam"

Him:"l hate you right now"

| put Uve on his dad's lap and went to sit next to
Soso,taking his hand

Me:"but why would YOU hate me,I'm supposed to
hate you"



Him:"hate me? Why? What have | done to you"?

Me:"you chased me away ngee tongues ulibele? And
said | should go find my man. | found him,nanku so
wena ufuna nton kum? I'm pretty sure and'fani no
Lindo"

Him:"shit! Not that again,Tee sudlala ngam mfethu.
Do you know how much you cost me,nje by not
picking up my call"?

Me:"I'm sure you will tell me”

Him:"dude | lost a bet ngenxa yakho now | have to
buy Hennessy ne KWV 10 for those flippen morons”

| laughed at him,| could see the confusion in
Ntando's eyes. But | told him not to get involved :p
soze ay'passe

Me:"if ungandenzela nje i favour encinci then | could
buy one of those bottles for you"

Him:"l would do anything for you uyayaz nawe lonto"



Bae:"would you even smoke weed for her"?

Him:"as soon as they legalize it grootman,uzobana
thul'ubheke”

Bae:"hm,would you even kill? | mean you said
anything”

Me:"hah! Baby"

Him:"no offense ta Beast but if | kill for her wena
uzobasenza ntoni"?

'V
Ntanda wahleka

Me:"khona inyama that needs to be
braaied,ungayenza"?

Bae:"uyeka mna ndikhona ufuna yenziwe ngu Soso"?

Him:"ta Beast,grootman. Uyayaz siyakuncanywa
xas'dibene right? But Sometimes you gotta read
between the lines,in silence”

| went out leaving the two of them to argue,|
defrosted the meat and marinated it then called



Soso to go start the fire. While he was braaing Kuhle
and the others came to the house,Ntando
entertained them phof ugale wabavasisa iimoto. |
left them and went to my room,| didn't have time to
read through the envelope contents earlier so now
was my only chance,phof | could have read these
things nase Bhayi but before | got down to that |
copied everything to my flash,making sure | have
even the slightest of detail aw'ngekhe wazi when
you'll need to use these things hey...when | was done
copying | put the phone back in my bag

| didn't hear Ntando come in,| didn't know how long
he had been watching me ndive ngaye sez'khohlelisa
ndothuka. | looked at him then back to the
documents infront of me

Him:"what are you reading"?
Me:"how long have you been standing there"?

Him:"you haven't answered my question”



| collected everything and put them back inside the
envelope

Me:"something I've been researching”
Him:"is it work related"?
Me:"ha.a"

Him:"so you left us outside for something that's not
work related kodwa nguwe owenza i braai”

| got off the bed,put the envelope back into my bed
ndakhupha la phone ka Amanda and handed it to
him

Him:"yeka bani"?
Me:"give it to X,yeka Amanda"

Him:"why ungamniki ngokwakho kengok? What is it
doing here"?

Me:"she forgot it here. Please just give it to X babe"



He could tell | was up to something,but couldn't pin
point what exactly.

Him:"uyabizwa zi guys phandle, X and Amanda are
there too so you can give them yourself”

Me:"'who invited them"?
Him:"l did...is there something you're not telling me"?

Me:"but you don't like her,why would you invite her
apha Ntando"?

Wathula wand'jonga gha,l took the phone and went
to give it to Amanda. Told her | found it under the
bed icimile,she looked very uncomfortable but
appreciated ba ndimnikile. | mingled just for a few
minutes then took my portion of the meat and went
back inside,to our room... Ntando was going through
those documents without my consent



Me:"l see you have been scratching in my bag"

Him:"what are you doing with these? S'bongile what
are you up to now?"

Me:"getting to know my brother”

Him:"getting to know your brother by digging up dirt
on him? Haibo"

Me:"but | was trying to help. You"

Him:"help me how? By researching my workers"

| took a deep breath..

Me:"if you read carefully you will know that he has
been milking you for fifteen years,has built a fitness
business center using your resources and registered
it under his baby mamma. He has invested in a
jewellery shop,brought shares at DMC and Lastly..."

Him:"whoah,stop"!

Me:"mmmkay"”



He looked at the papers and then after a few
minutes threw them across the room in anguish
ndothuka and had my back to the wall and my hands
covering my mouth

Him:"when were you planning to tell me? How long
have you known about this"?

Me:"l| was gonna tell you once | verified everything"

| have never been so afraid of the man that | love in
my entire life,he had turned navy ngumsindo now |
didn't know whether he was angry because | did the
research and didn't tell him,or he was angry because
of the findings. | took a deep breath and
turned,walked to the door but before | could open
it,he spoke up...nda freezal!

Him:"Uyaphi"?

| slowly turned and looked at him,almost trembling



just at the sound of his voice.

Me:"going downstairs,giving you space”
Him:"lock that door and come sit down"
Me:"baby..."

Him:"l will not repeat myself"

Me:"do we have to lock the door"?

The rage in his eyes answered my question,| locked
the door and went to sit down. He paced up and
down the room until he finally smashed the mirror
with his fist | almost screamed,| covered my mouth
coz | didn't want to draw attention from around the
house not while his mother was still in the other
room. She doesn't know this other man in his son...

Me:"pl-pl-please calm down"

Him:"calm down? Calm down? Next thing you are
going to tell me not to kill him coz he's your brother?



S'bongile do you have any idea how much I've lost all
these years? The merchandize | lost all because of
your stupid brother? Kwa wena ngoku sew'yazi you
don't tell me"?

Me:"but baby | was gonna tell you,! just found out
when you walked in on me earlier”

Him:"so that justifies it? Okay. I'm giving you an
opportunity right now to tell me what you know"

Me:"what | know"?

Him:"yes. Everything"

Me:"b-b-but baby uz'bonele everything was in there”
Him:"Amanda's phone™?

Me:"what about it"?

Him:"ibifuna nton apha"?

Me:"l told you she forg-"

Him:"yhooo! S'bongile don't patronize me okay?
Please,not right now. Not today"

Me:"please don't shout at me”



Him:"khaw'thethe man!!"

| almost jumped of the bed,felt like he was roaring!
Heee zange ndamoyika uNtando kangaka in my
entire life.

Me:"X is in this too and he was using Amanda to get
some sort of info kum,she really left her phone so |
saw the opportunity coz | wanted proof from her
phone”

He shook his head
Him:"when did you become like this"?
Me:"like what babe"?

Him:"like this,sneaky. This is not you,andkwazi
unjena mna S'bongile”

Me:"mara baby you are ungrateful,| did all of this for
you,to help you realize what kind of people you have
around you and this is the thank you | get?”



Him:"ndcela uthule. Please,shut up! Okay"

He paced up and down again... | kept on breathing in
and out slowly stabilizing myself.
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After some time...he sat down with his head
between his knees. It was now dawning on him that
akanabantu,almost everyone he was working with
was turning against him

Him:"go"
Me:"hm"?

Him:"phuma”

| got up and walked to the door...bt | couldn't get out.
Ndema for a few minutes



Him:"alivuleki elicango™?

| turned and looked at him

Me:"l know you said | mustn't get involved but you
know what,thank you for showing me the real you
ekudala ndixelelwa ngaye. Here | was,being in your
corner,rooting for you,trying to protect your interests
but ungu Beast mos wena? You don't need to be
protected by me,who am | to protect you khona?
Well mamela ke ndoda take a look around,point just
one person who's got your back more than | do! |
disobeyed my brother's orders and advise for you,|
know | forgave you sadlula nakulonto but fact is |
lost my first baby because of you and your crazy
baby mama,when you were stabbed here | risked my
life and came to check on you"

He groaned ekula kona...

Me:"l welcomed and accepted your children as my



own ndigezelwa ngoo nina,l risked my life and health
and got pregnant for you again and | know you never
asked me to,it was both our carelessness. | forgave
you when you cheated,| opened your eyes when
Chloe and your brother played you,l exposed Gudda
k'gala and I'm doing it again,now you know that even
X and Ocean are perpertrators thanks to me mahn!"

| didn't see him get up,| just suddenly felt his strong
hand on my neck,My face was a mess,tears and
runny nose dominating

Him:"SHUT. THE. FUCK. UP. Before | do something
we will both regret”

He had pinned me against the door but the grip
wasn't tight,| could still move

Me:"For fuck's sake Ntando | am the only person
who has got your back why can't you see that? | am



the only person who is still in your corner,awuy'boni
wena lonto Huh"?

| could feel his hand tightening a bit around my neck
ndenyuka ngocango squealing kancinci...

Me:"uyand...krwitsha Ntando"
He came close to my ear and whispered in my ear...

Him:"l said shut up. If you don't,l will help you to"

Thank God someone knocked right then,he let go of
me hissing and then he went to the bathroom. |
wiped my face,took a deep breath and opened the
door ndagangwa bubuso buka X

Me:"now is not a good time"

X:"oh sorry,ndcela zuxelele i King uth u Ranger he
has been calling him"



Me:"sho"

X:"an-"

| closed that door right then,| don't have time for
pretenders and hypocrites. His tablet rang,l went to
check who the caller is and picked up since ingu Mo.
He told me he's ready for us to go,yho ndathatha
izinto zam ngathi ndigxothiwe and went to put them
in the car. When | was doing the last run on the
luggage ndafika uNTANDO eme by the window

Him:"ask Kuhle to drive you to the airport”

Me:"mh"

| took my things and my kids,asked Kuhle to drive
me andabisatsho nako mama ba ndiyahamba into
endi sure ngayo is that my nanny and my kids are
with me. The trip to the airport was a quiet
one,safika pha boarded and went home. | slept
throughout the flight | only woke up when Fats said



we had landed,! just called a cab and it took us
home...ndathatha abantwana bam and went to my
room,locked us in there ndabalalisa then ndalala.

We woke up three hours later,Uba was hungry
und'vuse ngempama eshushu ndaphaphama
nd'caphuka | felt like slapping the lights outta him.

Me:"ufuze uy'hlo kak'bi maan wena"
Him:"mama mutsa”

Me:"mxm"

| took him and went downstairs ndamenzela ukutya
and fed him. He melted my heart,he was making
cute conversations throughout the feeding wade
wayoggqiba ukutya. When he was done | made food
for his brother then prepared supper andmaz uphi u
Fats but | practically didn't care ngalamzuzu. |
dished up,took my food,Uve's food and my child
upstairs safika esalele. | went to look for my phone
in my bag and saw quite alot of missed calls but |



only returned eka Marcus,| was still scared of
Ntando

Him:"finally,hoe gaan dit met jou"?

Me:"I'm okay"

Him:"are you sure? Beast told me everything"
Me:"I'm fine Marc"

Him:"he is sorry baby girl,| know you saw another
side of him that you've never seen before and it
scared you but believe me,he is sorry”

Me:"how can you speak for him when he almost
strangled me? You're supposed to be on my side
broer”

Him:"l am on your side Trina,I'm always on your side”
Me:"yeah whatever”

Him:"are the kids asleep"?

Me:"yes,goodnight”

Him:"I'll call you again tomorrow"



Me:"I'll be at work”
Him:"in the morning"

Me:"kay"

| hung up,changed into sleepwear and changed both
my sons ndavusa ndatyisa u Uvelile sahlala
sancokolani until they fell asleep again then | just lay
there. Every time | closed my eyes | would see
Ntando's angry face,his bloodshot eyes,the veins,
the smashed mirror,the cuts in his hand,the mirror
pieces scattered all over near the bed... His anger
stuck out the most. | couldn't understand why he
was angry with me... | wanted to understand it,|
really did but as much as | tried,| couldn't. | didn't see
myself at fault at all,| was the righteous one here...
Until | remembered that kwakuqala | was told to not
interfere. That was my mistake. Interfering. As | was
thinking,tears were rolling down my cheeks wetting
my pillow on both sides. Past 12 midnight,| could
hear my phone ringing but | didn't wanna talk to
anyone... | just wanted to be left alone. | tried my



best to ignore the caller but he was so persistant,|
took the phone and looked at the screen my heart
broke into a million pieces. The time ndisabela,
besendinesingqala

| couldn't say hello,l didn't wanna say hello

Him:"baby"?

But u Ntando us'thathaphi isibindi sokuthi baby after
almost sucking life out of me?

Him:"l know you're scared of me right now,| don't
blame you | just want to say I'm sorry about earlier,|
didn't mean to take out my anger on you. I'm really
sorry"

| sniffed...

Me:"scared of you? You have no idea what you're
talking about”



| was now reliving that moment,| couldn't stop
wondering whether he would have really strangled
me if X hadn't knocked? Fearing the answer to that
question brought tears to my eyes,and that bitter
lump in my throat

Him:"l don't know what you want me to say"

Me:"you don't know what | want you to say? Niqqga
have you no shame? No guilt inside? you almost
strangled me for Christ sake Ntando"

Him:"baby ndcela uxolo”
Me:"no I'm sorry. I'm sorry,for loving you"
Him:"don't say that’

Me:"l have to go,l have work tomorrow"

| hung up.

Ndazama ulala kunzima phof. Ek'sen | woke up and
prepared for work,Fats was up already making
porridge for my sons ndahamba ndaphangela. When



| got to work | recieved a call from Sihle

Me:"Sihle"?

Him:"hey,unjani"

Me:"ndi right unjan wena"

Him:"ndi sharp,nilele kak'hle"

Me:"ewe Sihle’

Him:"l was just checking on you akhonto"
Me:"thank you,but I'm okay"

Him:"sharp ke,enjoy your day”

Me:"you too"

| worked throughout the day,throughout the week
and throughout the month no sign of u Ntando. |
couldn't make out whether he was avoiding me or he
was doing a follow up on what I left him with,some
days | would return from work and hear he called to
check on his sons and that would hurt me in some



way coz | took it as akand'khathalelanga mna all he
cared about were his sons,ndamyeka ke nam. Some
days | missed him,his touch,his laugh,his scent and
mostly just his presence. After about two months |
heard there was bloodwar in Cape Town,| heard
ndise msebenzini from other provincial lawyers who
apparently had clients in that battlezone. That day |
couldn't work... | knocked of by tea time ndafika
endlini and called Ntando yangena ku voicemail,|
called Marcus same thing,Ranger,Gudda and even X
zonke zitsho ku vm. | panicked and paced up and
down my room,| called Lwandiso kuba ese Kapa oh |
thanked the good Lord when he picked up after one
ring

Him:"bheyibhi"
Me:"hey,uphi™?
Him:"ndise ndlini,why do you sound anxious,u right"?

Me:"andikho right chap,| think u Ntando is in danger
when last did you speak to him or see him"?

Him:"errh it has been a while,ndigqibele kdala kwa



uphuma apha mna"

Me:"Gosh! Worse his phone is on voicemail I've been
calling him"

Him:"yhooo...now that you mention danger,| think
ngabo aba benza udushe yaz kweli Kapa Mtase"

Me:"udushe Iwantoni na Soso"

Him:"okay,don't overeact neh but there's been a
bloodwar here since yesterday apparently ke its

some gangsta's

Me:"oh God! Okay,sharp”

| hung up esathetha

| tried Ntando again in vain. | tried Gudda,nix. | sat in
that room not knowing what to do but later turned on
the tv and watched news hoping to see
something,atleast a lil broadcast on the matter but
nix... Again | tried Ntando but nothing.

| drank two capsules and got in bed ndalala,after



four hours of sleep | was woken up by Marcus
calling tjoh | jumped up and answered

Me:"Marc are you okay? I've been calling you,where
is your phone? Where are you? Dude I've been worr-*

Him:"hey,hey I'm okay. Slow down"

| was breathing heavely

Me:"Marcus | can't get hold of Ntando,have you seen
him? Please tell me he's okay"

Him:"he's fine,he's just a bit too preoccupied. Helll
call you when he has a chance’

Me:"are you sure he's okay? Marc please tell me the
truth, asseblief”

Him:"ek sé mos he is fine,tell you what, I'll tell him to
call you"

Me:"thank you"

Him:"sharp”



He hung up,| waited in anticipation. | hadn't seen my
babies and | wasn't in a state to see them,| just
needed to know if daddy is really fine. Fifteen
minutes passed and this nigga wasn't responding... |
got up to go to the bathroom my phone rang sendi
half-way | ran back to the bed and picked it up

Me:"baby"?

Him:"your brother says you're worried. Ndi grand
otherwise”

Me:"but why didn't you return my calls? Do you know
I've been worried sick Ntando? Akwehli noku tya kum
yet you had to wait for Marcus to tell you how
worried | am for you to return my calls? | had to hear
emsebenzini about some bloodwars in Cape Town
ggiba all your phones are off"?

| could hear him release a long breath...



Him:"ndithe ndi grand,andyaz kele yongehli kokutya
ba ndizoy'thini mna"

Me:"mxm,akhonto iku khathalela wena kanjan"

Him:"take care of my kids. And yourself. Sharp”

He hung up.
| looked at the screen and smiled at how stupid | felt.
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| sat in that position for a few minutes figuring what
just happend :/ told myself to get over it.

**k*

After three months Ntando came back,without
telling anyone phof. I just returned from work and
found him playing in the lounge with his sons,|
couldn't look him in the eye,| guess | was still angry



with him so | just walked through to my bedroom
ndakhulula and went to bath. Ogqiba kwam | wore
my pj's,took my laptop sat on my bed and started on
my work. When | left work | was looking forward to
going home,having a home cooked meal and just
having a bubbly moment with my sons before
rocking them to bed. But now that he was here,all
that went down the drain. | buried myself in my work
until I heard them coming into the room...

Him:"nanku mama wabantu"”

He came to put his sons on the bed,immediately
Ubabalo came crawling to my laptop. | took it and
got off the bed collecting my documents that were
scattered all around and across the bed,wore my
slippers then took my phone and headed for the
door

Him:"haibo S'bongile”



Ndaphuma mna and went straight to the study and
finished off my work there,when | was done | went to
make myself tea ndatya ne rusks. Ntando walked,|
wasn't gonna stop eating and go to the other room
ngenxa yakhe...kwam? Soze!

Him:"your food is in the oven’

| ignored him

He came to sit across me wand’jonga,l just looked
ahead and drank my tea in silence

Him:"for how long will you keep quiet?”

| just did not want to talk...at all

Him:"S'bongile ndiyathetha”



My phone rang,taka Gudda -_- ndsabele only
because | wanted a distraction from this guy infront
of me...

Me:"low"

Him:"unjani”

Me:"I'm well unjani wena"

Him:"I'm good,my guess is that you heard"
Me:"about"?

Him:"your brother”

Me:"what about him"?

Him:"l thought he would have also called you,he's
been at the hospital since a month ago”

| looked at Ntando,| just knew he had something to
do with this. Guess | should be thankful he didn't kill
him,judging by the amount of anger he had when |
last saw him but | told myself andizombuza tu u
Ntando,he'll tell me xa efuna.



Me:"I'm sure he's out by now"

Him:"he's not,what's worse is that these people who
put him in there have burnt down his businesses as
well"

Me:"mmmbh"”

Him:"that's all you're going to say, mmmh? This is
your brother S'bongile”

Me:"what do you want me to say kanti? Those are
the repurcussions of the life he's living,but I'm sure
you know that very well"

Him:"you know that you are not safe too right"?
Me:"thank you for reminding me"

Him:"if Beast can do that to your flesh and blood
without thinking twice what more of you who lives in
the same house as him"?

Me:"l believe he's still breathing,right”
Him:"oh so that justifies it"
Me:"ufuna ndithini ke"?

Him:"ndifuna uphume kule relationship mtanam kwa



ngoku usakwaziyo,that man is dangerous. Take it
from me,l have been in his level before | know what |
am taking about”

| looked at Ntando...

Ndaphakama and went back to the study,locked
myself inside and took a deep breath

Me:"we've been through this before,l told you | can't
leave him"

Him:"you can't or you won't"

Me:"l don't want to,beside him being my fiancé and
the father of my children | love him. | really do,
inzima lento undicela yona | don't wanna lie"

Him:"it is for your own good mtanam,and | wouldn't
call that thing you have love. Infactuation
maybe,gangstas don't love,they don't fall inlove
mtanam,they play with people's feelings and | don't
want that to happen to you"

Me:"if you were able to fall inlove with Gudda's mom



then why does it seem impossible for him to fall
inlove with me"?

Him:"it was never easy angakuxelela naye,do you
wanna go through everything she went through? |
wouldn't want my own child going through what | put
her through®

| just kept quiet,he continued talking and talking until
Ntando knocked

Me:"l have to go"

Him:"just think about what I'm saying,you have a
bright future ahead of you don't jinx it"

Me:"kay"

| got up,opened the door wangena u Ntando
ndaphuma mna,l went straight to our room and he
followed



Him:"S'bongile"?

| closed the curtains
Him:"S'bongile khandihoye”

| took a doek and tied my hair
Him:"Nalique please”

| removed my slippers and got in bed,he sat next to
me

Him:"baby mahn,are you going to punish me ngale
silent treatment"?

| plugged headsets and listened to music until | fell
asleep,| am not very sure if he slept but ndivuke
ekseni ehleli | prepared for work and went to check
on Fatima her cottage was locked ndabuyela endlini
and called her

Her:"hello madam”
She sounded asleep

Me:"hi cc there are a few things I'd like you to do for
me,uphi"?



Her:"heee, utatakhe wamawele said | should visit my
family. Didn't he tell you"?

Me:"so you mean you're in Joburg right now"?
Her:"ewe sisi,I'm sorry | thought you knew"
Me:"don't worry about it,uthe uzobuya nini kengok"?
Her:"after two or three weeks,uthe uzand'founela”
Me:"okay ke sisi,enjoy"”

Her:"enkosi"

| hung up,l was fuming but | contained myself. |
wasn't gonna give him the satisfaction. | took a
stickie pad and wrote down all the things Fatima
was going to do for me,left my bank card on the
table,Fatima knows my pin but Ntando doesn't so
uyozibona ba uzoytholaphi or he'll call her | don't
know and left for work. After work | headed to the
library just for an hour of peaceful working,went to
Spur and bought myself ribs,fried onion rings,extra
large fries and greek salad then headed home
ndafika kungekho mntu.



| freshened up and sat on my bed ndatya,he sent
Fatima home? Then he can do her duties. When |
was done ndanggengqga and called Gudda

Him:"Trina"

Me:"uth' utatakho use hosy"
Him:"sendizophuma"”

Me:"what happened"?

Him:"I'd rather not talk about it"
Me:"mmh,sharp ke ndoda"
Him:"thank you for calling though®
Me:"sharp”

| hung up.

| heard a car pull up in the driveway ndaz'lalisa :p
they were talking and laughing ungena kwabo until
they came to the bedroom band'’khwaza -_- as he put



them on the bed Uve pulled the cover and kissed my
nose,l opened my eyes and smiled at him he pulled
his brother naye wazophuza umamakhe

Uba:"mamam”

Me:"phuz'mamakho”

They both kissed me at the same
time,band'ncokolela lonto ingavakaliyo | had to sit up
coz they both were pulling to have a piece of me.
Their dad had went showering so that gave me a
moment to enjoy whatever they were telling me... He
came out and lotioned his body infront of us but we
didn't pay any attention we just laughed at our silly
conversations until he spoke up

Him:"we ate out and brought your own,its
downstairs”

Me:"batye nton abantwana out"?

Him:"batye childfriendly food cummon”



| didn't believe this,| felt their stomach,zipatyupatyu
kodwa kuthwa bahluthi? Heh!

Me:"these kids are hungry nje Ntando"
Him:"but bebetyile nje baby"

Me:"mxm"

| got out of the bed and went to make them
porridge,he followed and stood at the entrance

Him:"you know it could help us both if you could just
say whatever it is you're saying inside"

Me:"so you actually left the kids alone be
phez'kwebhedi"?

Him:"abazokuwa"
Me:"u sure"?

Him:"ndcela uthethe,express the feelings you have



bottled up”

Me:"uyi psychologist mvanje? Khand'yeke mfethu"

| took the bowl and went to feed my kids,lendoda
followed behind me. Oko ethetha ngok ndityisa
abantwana ndade ndabalalisa kwi cot and went back
to bed

Him:"how long are you going to ignore me"?
Me:"for as long as | want"
Him:"don't you think that's a bit pathetic™?

Me:"what's really pathetic is you Ntando,l guess |
have to learn not to catch feelings kule relationship”

Him:"what are you talking about™?

Me:"you either suck at playing dumb or you're just
plain dumb”

Him:"uthini S'bongile"?

Me:"you strangled me remember"?



Him:"almost"

Me:"you're not gonna deny it? Heee you have some
nerve,gqgiba kwakho wand'phoxa ndamanzi ndine
worry ngawe and then you come here months later
expecting me to jump up and down? Aw'guli
perhaps"?

Him:"okay,| am sorry"

Me:"now that's good. Be sorry,ube rongo,uright
kengok ube sorry mntanomtu”

Him:"now you're being sarcastic,| really am sorry”

Me:"l heard you the first time,its such a pity | had to
tell you urongo. Umdala unje you don't know when
you're wrong but then again you are the boss. Good
night”

Him:"sisathetha nje babe”

Me:"difference between me and you is that you are
on vacation,l have work tomorrow"

Wathula and got in bed,| slept on my side of the bed
until the morning ndavuka engokho aphe bhedini but



| could hear there was someone in the bathroom. |
walked in there wancuma,he had run me a bath so
the minute | walked in he took my hand and led me
to the bath ndangena,ndse dom ba kwenzeka ntoni
he left me there.

By the time | came out,my clothes were on the bed
ironed,l smelt bacon ndancuma secretly. Now this
was his own way of apologizing and at this rate |
wasn't gonna stop him,l might as well just enjoy it so
| took out my not so dirty clothes which made a
gruesome pile. After getting dressed | took my
bags,walked down the stairs and found him in
boxers and an apron

Him:"hey,goodmorning"

Me:"hey,ndcela uxelele u sis Fats andvasele
ezampahla ndiz'’khethile zisecaleni”

Him:"about that.... | sent her home,just for a week or
two ahlale ne family yakhe"

Me:"ooh,but you never told me.. so who will do her
chores kengok"?



Him:"l can do a few,but not everything baby"

Me:"okay,but enye i everything izokwenziwa nguban
baby coz mna andikho the whole week and some
errands can't wait for the weekend"

He gave me breakfast | sat down ndatya

Him:"sizobona as time goes mamakhe”
Me:"thank you for breakfast”
Him:"my pleasure. Am | forgiven now"?

Me:"l don't know"

| ate finish ndathatha zinto zam and headed for the
door

Me:"tatakhe"
Him:"hm"?

Me:"ogqiba kwakho whatever you will be doing pls
defrost the beef in the bottom drawer,along with the



mixed veg"

Him:"mh,mmkay”
Me:"akakhalazi ke u sis Fats"
Him:"and'khalazi nam”
Me:"mmmbh,see you guys later”

Him:"later"

| left and went to work,even before lunchtime |
recieved a dozen of fresh white roses along with
chocolates. S'busiso,my colleague read the card out
loud:

"To our Queen
Have a wonderful day
We love you

NII

| was blushing as the entire office oozed at that,|
grabbed my flowers and looked for a vase.
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When | couldn't find the vase | just gave Cindy the
flowers but kept my chocolates,work continued as
usual until knock off time,while packing my stuff |
received a call from Elizabeth -_- you know when you
have your own life drama going on then you have
those people who are just a nuisance in
life...generally. It took a couple more rings before |
even attempted to pick up,bt then | decided to pick
up once i got inside my car...

Me:"Liz"
Her:"hey,| have been calling you"
Me:"l know"

Her:"oh,you just practically ignored me this whole
time"?

Me:"Elizabeth,why did you call me"?

Her:"why are you being rude"?



Me:"because | don't have time to have a chit chat
with you okay? Just say what you wanna say and
leave me the hell alone! Gosh"

| think she was shocked at how my tone came
across coz she suddenly fell into some sort of
unbearable silence for a few seconds

Me:"if you don't talk,I'm hanging up okay"
Her:"pls don't”

Me:"good now talk,what's up"?

| was now approaching my house...

Her:"l need your help.l know | haven't been the best
sister in-law but | really need your help. | caught
Marcus cheating on me,countless times | confronted
him but he is not backing down even now"

Me:"we get cheated on everyday Liz,what's new now"?



Her:"that still doesn't make it right though”

Me:"| know but truth remains,we date gangstas who
probably have girlfriends all over this continent.”

Her:"you know | thought Eve was the bitter one,|
honestly thought you would understand since we are
in the same lane in this love game”

Me:"l still don't know why you called me,Marcus is
my older brother and | don't get involved in his love
life"

Her:"you've changed you know"

Me:"its called growth Elizabeth some of us go
through it incase you skipped it,not that it matters
kuwe coz you just need acceptance’

Her:"acceptance? To what"?

Me:"either you accept your livelihood or change it,|
don't know how but that's up to you"

She must have been thinking about this coz she was
silent,ndabe send'fika nasendlini



Her:"maybe you're right”
Me:"l know | am right but | have to go”
Her:"okay,thank you for listening"

Me:"sharp”

| hung up,turned off the ignition and lay my head on
the headrest of my chair and breathed. Yho,such
drama though? Like,| have my dislikes towards her.
Infact we have our differences but still ukhetha
uxelela mna bekhona oKeri who are perfect and who
have a perfect relationship and perfect life as a
whole. Though | didn't wanna give Liz ammunition,|
knew her pain very well coz I've been there but | don't
go around telling people ingxaki zam I'd rather die in
silence coz once you tell umntu your problems
ujikela behind your back and laugh at you. As | sat
there | closed my eyes caba ndiye ndalala... | was
woken up by Ntando banging on my windows,| rolled
one window down ndamjonga and | was sure my
eyes were red coz it had been a while



Me:"uzokwephula festile zam fondin”
Him:"ulaleleni wena emotweni”
Me:"I'm not sleeping babe I'm just thinking"

Him:"khaw'phume emotweni babe man”

| was kinda confused at his reaction but
ndaphuma,locked my car and gave him my laptop
bag ndaphatha i purse yam we followed each other
inside. | didn't even shower | just undressed and got
under the covers ndazi gqguma,he came in and
opened a small gap kwezi ngubo wand'kroba

Him:"ntwana yam"

Me:"hm.mh hm.mh’

Him:"u grand"?

Me:"ndi grand | just need a nap"”

Him:"oh-kay"



He left me and went downstairs,| drank two tablets
and fell into a deep peaceful sleep. About three or
four hours later into the night | heard my phone
ascending in vibration and when it started to ring it
sounded like it was far away,that took me further
into my sleep until | snapped and realized that my
phone was really ringing...

Me:"mh"?
Her:"chomi"
Me:"Amanda”

Her:"Trina,chomi they... Oh my God! | need your help.
They...u X... Yho...I'm in deep shit"

| sat up,rubbed my eyes and yawned... That moment
| realized Bae hadn't been in bed.

Me:"Amanda,you are not making sense okay"
She started sobbing... Terribly

Me:"andikuva ke ngok"



| waited for her to cry finish then wathetha

Her:"u X...they...they shot X,aphendlini. Yho
and'soyiki"

Me:"yho,was he in a fight? And who's they"?

Her:"he wasn't in a fight oko ebehleli nathi
aphendlini,| don't know who the guys were | only saw
shadows when they were running away"

Me:"wait,you were there when he got shot but you
didn't call for help? Nor did you get to see their
faces™?

Her:"they must have used a silencer or something
coz akhange ndibave tu”

Me:"i hope you called the police,his friends and or
family”

Waphinda wakhala -_- | had to wait again,and | was
getting hungry by the minute



Her:"l called Ocean,he said | shouldn't involve the
police... | just don't know what to do now"

Me:"oh,then take him to the hospital kaloku"

Her:"you don't get it do you? He is dead! Trina,my
boyfriend was shot dead,he's corpse is still here in
our apartment”!

Me:"tchini Amanda,l am no freaken mortician fondini
how the hell am | supposed to help you worse ndise
Bhayi mna"

Her:"l don't know..."

Me:"nontombi,either you call abantu bakokwabo or
you sleep in the same house with a dead body.
Akhonto ndizokunceda ngayo mna"

Her:"okay..."
Me:"l'll call you again ksasa"

Her:"okay chomi"

Tshini!

| got out of bed and went to look for my King,found



him snoring in the couch the TV still on Supersport. |
left him and went to look for food,ndatyela e kitchen
then | went to wake him up,he blinked a few times
then got up and made space so | could sit down.

Him:"utyile"?
Me:"yeah,why ulelapha"?

Him:"bend'ngalelanga | was just resting my eyes”

He got up,went to the kitchen and came back with
the icecream tub and two spoons wandinika mine
and took his.

Him:"uyaphangela ngomso"?
Me:"and'phangeli nge weekend"
Him:"can we go to Jo'burg"?
Me:"entweni"?

Him:"just to unwind,we need a break,you need a



breather"

Me:"if you want a break then hamba,si grand thina
apha”

Him:"baby pls don't be like this,I'm trying here”

Me:"kuzothini when you get tired of trying? What
then"?

Him:"can you pls be open minded about this? | know
| will always make mistakes,act out of anger and
maybe hurt you in some way but okwangoku
ndiyaphinda ndiyaxolisa,l was angry okay. | was
betrayed by the people | trusted with my life and to
top it all | never suspected anything,| felt weak
especially in my own field"

Ndatya i icecream lena...

Him:"when you showed me those documents,| was
angry that | have changed you without noticing it.
You were never like this,| was angry with myself. |
stillam.”



Me:"anditshintshwanga nguwe mna"

Him:"baby you grew up well,yonke lento uyenze
ngoske udibane nam. And | am sorry”

Me:"like | said,if you want a break you can go breath
in Jo'burg mna nabantwana bam si right apha”

Him:"mmh"

Satya i icecream in silence.

Me:"X was shot dead in his flat a few hours ago’

Whathula...

Me:"but | guess you already knew that"

He just continued eating the icecream...



Me:"you could have atleast considered his son you
know"

Him:"so you're actually insinuating that I killed him"
Me:"cummon,it wouldn't be farfetched"

Him:"so you think | actually flew with my kids to
Cape Town,killed X and flew back ndazo zilalisa kule
couch”

Me:"did you"?

Him:"you give me too much credit baby but that's a
good thing,shows how much you believe in me"

Me:"you know this is not about you right? Its about
umtana ka X ongazoba natata all of a sudden”

Him:"l have three sons and a daughter,andiyaz ke ba
ndingena phi kule theory yakho"

Me:"look me in the eye and tell me you had nothing
to do with this"

He looked at me,straight in the eyeballs

Him:"l had nothing to do with X's death”



| breathed...

Him:"do you believe me now"
Me:"l don't know if | should,but yes. For now"

Him:"hm"

Waphakama and went upstairs,| took the icecream
tub and put it back into the freezer then | went
upstairs and got in bed waiting for him to come out
of the shower...he came out and came to bed

Me:"I'm sorry | didn't believe you"
Him:"water under the bridge"

Me:"l was gonna take the kids out ngomso since |
haven't been spending much time with
then,singahamba sonke if you're keen”

Him:"you really don't wanna go to Jo'burg"?



Me:"ha.ana. We have everything we need here"
Him:"okay,I'll go with yall on one condition”
Me:"you have no ground for conditions,don't push it"

Him:"yes ma'am”

We got in bed and fell into deep personal thoughts.
You know | wanted to ask him more about this X
thing coz | knew deep down that he had a hand in
this,but | couldn't put more strain to my relationship
than we already have. But why did | feel guilty then?
Maybe its because | am the one who snitched on
them... | could have been the reason why Axolile
doesn't have a dad,Amanda doesn't have a boyfriend
but here | am wanting to kiss,cuddle and make love
to the same man who could have killed X.

| recieved a call from a private number,| learnt a long
time ago not to answer private calls so | looked at
Ntando ndamnika iphone,he pressed the answering
button,put the phone on loud speaker wayijongisa
kum



Me:"hello"

Her:"am | talking to Trina"?
Me:"yes"

Her:"how do you sleep at night?"
Me:"excuse me’

Her:"you have no shame nala ndoda yakho yebhongo
nizenza ipower couple yobubhanxa,l don't give a
fuck whether he's a ganglord or gangsta | don't care.
Thina we have to suffer,play hide and seek all the
time coz soyika ukufa while you rest on your man
every night! Jonga ke nono,mna andingo Amanda |
will not watch my man die gqiba ndithule. I've been
through alot with Ocean and | will not watch him live
life like a chicken”

Me:"l still don't understand why you're telling me all
of this"

Her:"l| want you to tell that animal you call a
boyfriend that if he dare goes after my man,| will
have the entire Western Cape rip him into pieces”



| looked at Ntando...

Him:"uviwe ndim"
Her:"ooh crap,ta Beast"?

Me:"well message delivered | guess,thank you for
calling”

| hung up my phone... Ntando just closed his eyes
and exhaled. | put my phone away and looked at the
ceiling,deep down again | knew if Ocean is still alive
this present moment then ksasa sizovuka kuthethwa
enyinto. Ntando is one man who doesn't take
instruction worse kengok this unfriendly and very
unwelcome instruction came with insults that he
heard straight on,undiluted insults. Part of me felt
sorry for her but part of me felt more scared than
sorry coz | have had a glimpse of the Beast and |
didn't like it. The chill he was on right now was
sending chills up my spine.
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| had to drink my anxiety pills to go to sleep,l was so
darn freaked out yilento yonke good thing | wasn't
going to work the following day.

In the morning | woke up to find myself alone in the
room,l made the bed,opened windows then went
downstairs but there was no one in the house and
that made me panic,| ran back upstairs to fetch my
phone then called him...

Him:"mamakhe"
Me:"niphi na"?

Him:"sise back,phuma”

The relief.

| hung up and went back downstairs,out the back
door ndababona at the far end of the backyard
bedlala ibhola. When my kids saw me they started



running towards me leaving their dad with the ball,l
knelt down and hugged them for dear life then we
walked over to where their dad was sahlala phantsi
he joined wand’jonga

Him:"uphakuphaku”
Me:"do you blame me"”
Him:"l told you | had nothing to do with it nje baby"

Me:"l want to believe you too,if only | hadn't given
you that info"

Him:"don't stress yourself over nothing okay,| haven't
used that info and I'm not planning to use it anytime
soon”

Me:"so what happened to Gudda? was that a
coincidence"?

Him:"no baby,that one was an unfortunate accident,|
think the police are still investigating that”

What was the use of arguing with him? He had every



answer to every question | threw his way,when he
saw that | had stopped interrogating him he passed
me a fruit bowl,yoghurt and spoon ndazgalelela
ndatya. My heart along with one half of my head
didn't wanna believe that this man,my man,was and
is a vulture but half of my head gave me warning
bells...who ever listened to their heads though?
Especially when the heart wants what it wants. | ate
a few spoons of this healthy breakfast while thinking
over these things...

Him:"mamakhe”

Me:"hm"

Him:"ucingaphi"?

Me:"more like nd'cinga ntoni"

Him:"ucinga ntoni ke ke"

His sons were playing not very far away from us,|
made a move on him,kissed his lips and looked at
his eyes



Him:"oh-kay"

We resumed back to the kissing...just a little more
intimate than the first attempt

Me:"l know how odd this will sound but,| can't seem
to picture my life without you"

Him:"l am not going anywhere,| know someday you
will dump me but you must know ndizokuthi nca
okwekhalane enkomeni"

Me:"that's not a very nice picture you're painting”

Him:"its called reality"

He kissed me before | could utter another word,|
held my breath. His hands,| mean his strong
masculine hands moved across my back as | sat on
one of his laps and kissed him back. At the back of
my head | replayed what that chick said last
night,that they live playing hide and seek while | rest
on my man every night...pity none of that was true.



Ntando has been here for close to three months if
I'm not mistaken but | haven't for one night rested
my head on his chest. We have been living in tension
eversince he came here,reasonable tension futhi,that
shows ba there's no perfect relationship whatsoever
but the upside was that he had been bonding with
his sons more, he made up for the time he had been
away and he always does that,he makes sure he
gives his kids enough time with their dad even Sino
and Owe know that very well.

| pulled away from the kiss,he bit the corner of my
bottom lip his eyes half-open

Me:"don't get over excited now"

Him:"Ndiyak'thanda fondin nd'zothini ungabi excited"

| felt butterflies in my belly...

Me:"do you know how real that sounds when you say
it in your mother tongue”



Him:"it should sound not only sound real but feel real
too"

| kissed him again then sat infront of him,between

his legs the crown of my head right under his chin.

His arms embraced me as we sat and watched our
sons playing together...the sea breeze blowing my

hair

Me:"buzoyothini e Jo'burg"?
Him:"l just wanted to take you out"

Me:"mmmbh,we can still go out nalapha its been a
while since my kids went to watch movies’

Him:"they look like they're enjoying themselves right
here"

Me:"they're comfortable baby,they need to get out
and meet other children of their age”

Him:"masambeni ke"



We got up,he took both of them and headed inside. |
took them ndabavasa,he followed right after them
and bathed while | dressed them when he was done
ndamshiya nabo ndayovasa. We got dressed in
almost similar clothing...the kids wore navy chino
shorts,v-neck short sleeved t-shirts,denim
waistcoats and those Jordan sneakers uncle Soso
bought. He wore Chino pants,same t-shirt and
sneakers then | wore white skinny jeans with
matching vest,navy Roche kicks and a NY navy cap.
We headed out him driving my car coz he didn't have
any form of vehicle here,not that he needed one
though. We went to watch movies first,then he
suggested we go to Bocadillos Bakery and Café in
Walmer for treats before | could protest we were
already at their parking lot. We got out and walked
inside,welcomed with not only by the sweet smell
but by the beauty and elegance of this place. It
seemed childfriendly enough,we ordered lunch and
asked the waitress to pack a takeaway dessert for
the two of us sancokola while having the lunch



Him:"lI've been thinking..."
Me"bout"?

Him:"leway ye lobola,and umakhulu is asking
questions”

Me:"you mean she's putting pressure on you"
Him:"in a way yes"

Me:"well you could arrange with my dad,I'm not sure
if he'll listen to you though coz they still want you
away from me"

Him:"its worth a try,if abavumi uzothini u option two"?

Me:"l don't think we should think about option two
before even attempting on option one”

Him:"maybe Polo and Luke could be our fall back”

Me:"babe,khaw'qale uzame uta Bongs. Change his
mind about you,convince him, make him see the
man | love"

Him:"okay. I'll send a letter ndihambe noo malume
ke next week"

Me:"so quick"?



Him:"haibo mamakhe we've been waiting,its not that
quick”

Me:"yeah well...pity Soso can't have a say in this
particular situation”

Him:"yeah,but lemme try my luck though we both
know utatakho hates my guts”

Me:"with reason,| guess”

We continued eating...

| knew my last response hurt him but | was just
being honest,not that | agree with them but | know
they do have reason to hate him because they are
selfish. After eating | fed both my sons,he settled the
bill then we headed home.

After three weeks Fatima returned coz Ntando had

left a week before,right after he had sent his uncle to
deliver the letter. He had to be in East London for the
negotiations akhe adlane iindlebe nabantu abakhulu
bakokwabo. | continued with my normal life,Amanda



didn't tell me nangomngcwabo ka X but | didn't really
care coz | wasn't gonna attend anyway. Time passed
and Ntando wasn't filling me in on anything so |
figured everything was going smoothly on the other
side... A week into the next month | recieved a call
from Soso :D

Me:"Lwandi"
Him:"and'funi noteketiswa nguwe mna"
Me:"and'sakukhumbuli bhey'bhi"

Him:"ughele ubaghatha,mxm, how are you?
Unqgabile”

Me:"I'm surviving mtase,just busy with work. You"?

Him:"I'm great,graduated and got an internship for
next year in Portugal"

Me:"Portu- wha-? You're pulling my leg right"?

Him:"haha! I'm afraid not,thats what you get for
being a top student”

Me:"yho,uzond'shiya ndedwa apha kengok mna"



Him:"ukhona u ta Beast nje mtase futhi he has a
private jet so if | get a full time job you can always
visit"

Me:"yho shame u Lindo yinto azoyithini le"

Him:"she says she understands,if ebegqibile naye
ufunda ebezohamba but ke"

Me:"yho ndizoba lonely mtase”

Him:"you can always call nje mtase,and for
now,ndingeza kwakho for a week"

Me:"really"?
Him:"yeah,just verify with your man then I'll be there"

Me:"akekho and there's no need to verify with him
uza kum apha”

Him:"phantsi kwala meko yoba siyazi injan
indodakho mtase,l don't want no nasty surprises”

Me:"but why do you have to make him out to be a
bad person"?

Him:"he's bad duh,gangstas are bad incase you
forgot but, that's not what | meant”



Me:"start packing ke,l will call him"

Him:"sure lovie"

We hung up | called Ntando...

Him:"mamakhe"
Me:"mntu wakhe,unjan”
Him:"surviving,ninjan nina"

Me:"si right,babe uSoso ucela uzo spender a week
with us before he goes to Portugal”

Him:"why does he have to ask my permission to visit
you"?

Me:"lento bendimbuza yona nam”
Him:"heh"

Me:"skipping that one,how's everything going? Are
you still in East London™

Him:"yeah ndselapha your dad is giving me a hard
time,but my uncles are as stubborn as he is so



ndiyekele kubo nam"”
Me:"nyamezela | guess”

Him:"a man's gotta do what he gotta do,bendiyaz
nam akuzoba easy convincing him"

Me:"so who's taking care of business"?

Him:"Polo went to Niger on my behalf last week and
Ranger is holding the fort in the Cape my other guys
are reporting everything so akukabikho nto ifuna

mna
Me:"okay fill me in with the proceedings”
Him:"ayt"

Me:"l love you,we love you"

Him:"l love you more"

Me:"bye"

We hung up

The following week Lwandiso called to say | should
go pick him up,l had to leave on tea time and he



wanted to go see my workplace | knew immediately
that as'phindi senzento pha coz uzophazamisa
abantwana babantu. On our way there he asked me
to drive to the florist,he bought pinkish lillies then
sahamba

Me:"l don't recall you having friends here,uzaz'thini
ezi flowers"?

Him:"you'll see,so tell me,who among your
colleagues is more welcoming to handsome nikkas
like me"?

Me:"you'll see”

He told me about the Portugal internship all the way
safika and he got out first wangena k'gala,as |
walked closer to the entrance | could hear a blast of
laughter | smiled to myself knowingly. | walked in
and found even the MD was in stitches with Soso
being the center of attention,Cindy had the lillies in
her hands and she was blushing uncontrollably |
laughed my way to my desk...abazi kwa Soso aba. |



pushed myself to work till lunchtime through that
noise

Me:"ntwana,masambe”
Him:"siyaphi chap"?
Me:"its lunch time"

Him:"ooh,do you mind going alone? Cindy and her
friends over there have already offered to take me
out”

Me:"oh,okay. No akho problem as long as you know
they are much older than you"

Him:"bheyibhi,indoda indala no matter the age”

| gave up ndamshiya,l craved a McDonalds chicken
wrap. | took a walk over there,nade my order and
called Luu. | missed him:

Him:"heeey you"



Me:"you're still crazy”
Him:"you're still serious”
Me:"how are you Lulu”

He blurted with laughter :)

Him:"I'm great,I'm gonna be a daddy"

If | wasn't eating out | swear | would have screamed

Me:"congratulations big boy, have you checked the
gender yet? How far is Sive"?

Him:"we wanna be surprised so we are not checking
anything"

Me:"I'm gonna be an aunt again? Wow,congrats

guyS"

Him:"thank you sis,what's going on in your life"?

Me:"erh...does drama describe anything to you™?

Him:"you and Evelyn always have some sort of
drama in your lives though"



Me:"haha! | know hey,well Ntando is currently trying
to negotiate for my lobola"

Him:"that's a good thing, finally a wedding to look
forward to"

Me:"but my newly found dad hates Ntando's guts
and | hear he's giving him a hard time"

Him:"its good for a man to work hard,even suffer for
what he wants so that when he finally gets it he will
treasure it and take good care of it"

Me:"l guess that makes sense”
Him:"don't worry everything will work itself out”
Me:"thanks hey"

Him:"anytime"

We hung up ndatya i lunch yam,got a call from
Landile

Me:"Lelele"



Wavela waphela yintsini

Him:"don't tell me you still remember that name”
Me:"| still remember everything”
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Him:"our long beach walks"
Me:"our shoppings,with Soso forcing himself in"
Him:"which memory really stuck with you"?

Me:"the day Kamva visited and you were all cagey
'bout it"

Him:"au man,you could've chosen something
positive"

Me:"haha,l know but that day stuck lawei. Yho,its
pretty much unforgetable”

Him:"you know everyday | regret how | treated you"

Me:"we had good times Landile,don't be so hard on
yourself | forgave you k'dala”



Him:"its easy for you to say coz you finally found real
love...with a gangsta though. Now that,| still don't
understand how it happened”

Me:"well if you must know,l met him while | was still
with you"

Him:"uyaxoka"

Me:"seriously,remember Eve and | went to CT nge
holiday ka December? Thats the first time | met him"

Him:"was it love at first sight"?

Me:"l don't know yaz but | was charmed | don't
wanna lie,maybe because | was still with you and my
brother was protecting us against them that's why |
never reacted to that charm immediately”

Him:"well he saved us both from one helluva taboo"
Me:"yho Laa mfethu say that again”

Him:"anyway,ndibuzisa ngo Lwandiso | can't get hold
of him"

Me:"mxm esos'bhanxa,ulapha”

Him:"why am | not surprised? Yayaz ba umama is on



her way here to congratulate him njeng'ba elapho
yena'

Me:"hay wena! Yayaz' ba he took over my workplace?
Oko efikile khange kuphinde kubekho mntu
usebenzayo pha”

Him:"lemme guess,you are alone and he's with the
office's popular team”

Me:"uyaz' kak'hle"

Him:"uzoqgina,when he comes back pls tell him to
return my calls”

Me:"alright sharp”

Him:"cheers"

| paid,bought a Cream Soda and walked back to the
office,the MD had also just got back from Lunch but
the entire office was empty so | just walked over to
my own cubicle and attempted to finish off my days
work before my phone rang -_- | didn't even try to
pick up. Nothing positive ever comes out of Liz's
mouth and right now | had a lot of things going on |



wasn't about to add my cheating brother on the list.

| put the phone on silent and got on with my
work,Soso and the girls came back he went to chill in
the waiting couch emane encokolisa u Cindy no
Lauren until home time. We got into my car and
headed straight home ndamlungisela a room while
he played with the boys then | went to prepare
dinner satya sonke and headed to our seperate
rooms. | bathed,put my kids to sleep and just rested.

Thursday while at work my dad called me...

Me:"hello"?
Him:"hello unjani mtanam”
Me:"ndiphilile unjan wena"

Him:"ndiphilile nam,l am sure you know uNtando



ebehamba apha these past few weeks"
Me:"bekungekho ngxaki"?

Him:"ha.a akhongxaki,ebefuna your hand in
marriage”

Me:"nyhani? Uyambona ke ba u serious about me"?
Him:"that will never happen”
Me:"'what"1?

Him:"l told him where to get off,l told you he doesn't
deserve you"

Me:"so wait,you're telling me that you turned Ntando
down"?

Him:"ewe tyhini"

Me:"you're kidding me! Umjika on what grounds
kengok? Did you even consider my feelings? The
fact that | have children with him"?

Him"umtana akayo ring Sibongile,| thought you knew
that”

Me:"which is why he is asking for my hand in
marriage,he knows umtana akayo ring"



Him:"into endingasoze ndiyenze kukuthengisa
ngomtanam kwi gintsa, hay mntanam andinokwazi"

Me:"but | told you I love him, how could you do this
to me? You are deliberately doing this because of his
issues with your son huh"?

Him:"maybe”

Me:"that's dumb,now | have to take a fall for Gudda?
Haibo unjani kanti?"

Him:"l am a father protecting my daughter,my family
infact and | will do whatever it takes to make sure ni
safe”

Me:"tchin Thixo,nanku mhlola"

| hung up...fuming with rage. | called Ntando it went
straight to VM | tried two more times on different
phones but with the same result so | let him
be,ndakhe ndamyeka. | couldn't get any work done
that day,| was even the first one to evacuate the
office when the clock striked four. The drive home
was the shortest one I've ever had yet | felt like | had



taken a walk,fika u Soso epheka no Fats ndabulisa
and went straight upstairs thats when Ntando
returned my calls and | had given up on him :/

Me:"low"

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Him:"u grand”

Me:"I'm okay. You"?
Him:"I'm good. You called earlier”
Me:"yeah"
Him:"everything okay"?
Me:"ewe"

Him:"how are the boys"?
Me:"ba right”

Him:"I'm getting some cold feedings from you,u sure
u grand”

Me:"how are the negotiations coming along"?



He sighed...

Him:"not good"
Me:"...meaning"?

Him:"your family didn't make things easy for me,they
kept on making crazy absurd demands until your
dad bluntly told my uncles that he will never allow us
to get married”

Me:"so that means the negotiations stopped
already"?

Him:"ewe"
Me:"okay,what's next now"?

Him:"l don't know,| did everything,gave everything he
asked but still he wouldn't budge”

Me:"so you're giving up™?

Him:"u suggesta ba ndithini ke"?

| felt a huge lump building up in my throat...



Me:"and'yaz Ntando’

Him:"then your dad won, akhonto ndingayenza nam
coz ndizamile ukumkholisa but..."

Me:"...kay"

Him:"l swear | tried but sothetha obuya kwam"
Me:"uphi"?

Him:"I'm in Congo”

Me:"uzobuya nini"?

Him:"l don't know yet,maybe in the next three
weekends"

Me:"kay"

Him:"l love you,okay"

Tears were freely playing jazz on my cheeks,the
lump in my throat was getting bigger and bitter... |
couldn't respond immediately,| had to swallow a few
times.



Him:"baby"
| just cried more...

Him:"mamakhe,we knew this won't be a walk in the
park. Ndcela ungalili,l love you and thats what
matters right now"

Me:"l know"

Him:"utatakho no Gudda are on some crazy shit to
break us up,but kuyo yonke lonto ndiyakuthanda
mfethu”

Me:"ndak'thanda nam fondin"

Him:"be safe ke,ndizobuya we'll see what should be
the next step”

Me:"kay,ube safe nawe"
Him:"okay sharp”
Me:"sharp”



When he hung up | started crying all over again,Soso
walked in he just came to hug me without asking
questions. | cried till I had hiccups waphakama
wand'phathela amanzi,| calmed down and narrated
the story to him

Me:"l am convinced that your uncle is out to make
my life miserable”

Him:"for a second there | thought ta Beast is dead"

| gave him a death stare!

Him:"xolo mtase,but seriously? Ulilela ungatshatwa
ngu ta Beast? Cummon’

Me:"mxm. You wouldn't understand"”

Him:"oh | don't understand honey but what | do
understand is that you guys love each other,so this
is just a minor hiccup”

Me:"major stumbling block Soso,ayo hiccup lena”



Him:"however you wanna see it babe but ke what
really matters is,what's the next step"?

Me:"and'yaz mtchana. Andiyazi nyhani"

Him:"have you tried talking to your brothers? Like all
of them"?

Me:"Gudda is gonna take his dad's side obviously,my
last hope is the Smith's"

Him:"ndyamaz ke umalume ngoba pigheaded”

Me:"uzand'bona kemnake ba | can be more
pigheaded"

Him:"l know kuthwa love can make one do crazy
things but,don't go do anything stupid,okay?”

Me:"hm"

| just prepared to go to bed wand'gcwalisela ke
before | got in bed ndalala,he took the boys walala
nabo.



Lwandiso left,| told myself | won't call Gudda. | won't
call anyone gha ndzotshata mna ndifuna nje utshata.
Three weeks after Soso left | started researching
wedding planners,| wanted something elegant and
private with just a couple of friends and family and
then | asked Sive to witness for me whilst Ntando
said he would ask Ta Ace (hypothetically speaking)
,one of his headers in Durban so | noted that down.
He didn't know | was planning umtshato,l knew
ndizomxelela when he returned okwangoku | had
things to do and people to meet. When he finally
came back | was already done with
everything,kushota nje i confirmation and payment
from him...day one ebuyile passed ndisazama
ucinga indlela yomxelela what | had done. On day
three ndaz'ncama ndabuya early from work just so
we could talk....

| first got into comfortable clothes then | joined him
in the nursery. The kids were asleep,he was lying on
his back on the fluffy grey mat on the floor. He
played with my hair in silence...



Me:"how was your day"?
Him:"we had fun,running around the backyard"

Me:"mmh"

Then there was this awkward silence...

Him:"something is eating you up"”

Me:"there's something | wanna tell you"

He kissed me between my eyes,on the nosebridge...
| closed my eyes for half-a-moment...

Him:"l know,what is it"?

Me:"okay uhm,after you told me what happened and
then with my dad's call | decided to take matters into
my own hands. Qha kengok | don't know whether |
did the right thing na"



Him:"wenzeni babe"?

Me:"l kinda organized us a wedding"

| expected an outburst...waske waphola wadlala
ngenwele zam :/ i frowned.

Him:"kinda"?
Me:"well okay,| organized us a wedding"
Him:"okay"

| waited... Nothing.

Me:"I'm waiting for you to freak out”
Him:"hay sundenza igeza"

Me:"I'm sorry,now please say something other than
okay"

Him:"do you think what you did is good? Or will yield
good results in the long run"?

Me:"l don't know...are you suggesting that umtshato



wethu might be a mistake"?
Him:"ngalendlela wenzeka ngayo,yes”

Me:"oh,okay"

| was bummed,what happened to being spontanious?

Me:"l guess we're done here”

Him:"we don't have to rush into anything,lets just
wait and see how this will turn out”

Me:"as long as you know | won't be engaged to you
forever”

Him:"it won't be forever. | promise”

| exhaled...

Now | had to email all these people and cancel,hm.
Cancel huh? Hm.
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Well | didn't wanna cancel,l wasn't gonna cancel tchi.
| wanted to get married...

| stood up ndahamba ndayopheka,after about thirty
minutes | got a call from Marcus

Me:"hey"

Him:"you sound...defeated. What's up™?

Me:"I'm good,how are you"

Him:"I'm pissed off! What's the issue with your dad"?
Me:"Ntando is the issue’

Him:"why didn't you tell me he's making things
difficult for you™?

Me:"Didn't wanna bother you, but Luu knows.
Thought he'd tell you"

Him:"you know Luke will chill on it till the second
coming of Jesus"

Me:"so who told you"?

Him:"your man"



Me:"oh-kay...so what happens now"?

Him:"let me see what | can do,l promise you,you will
get married with or without that scumbag"”

Me:"you don't think I'm acting desperate"?
Him:"aw Trina,no"

Me:"how much is Ntando actually paying you for
this"?

Him:"l am doing this for you,you are my lil sis and |
want to see you happy"
Me:"thank you boet"

Him:"ayt,I'll call you tomorrow for an update’

Me:"sharp”

A smile crept across my face,l knew Marc always
keeps a promise and he always delivers so | had
faith in him. | cooked,dished up and served them
ndatya in silence he kept on eyeing me,when | was
done | went straight to bed ndayolala but | didn't
sleep as yet coz Anelisa gave me a surprise call.



Me:"hello"
Her:"hey,unjani"?
Me:"I'm great,you"

Her:"I'm good,| was wondering if ungand'thethela no
Ntando andboleke u Sino for the upcoming holz"

Me:"oh okay"

Her:"thank you Trina"

Me:"I'm not promising anything but ndizozama"
Her:"enkosi sisi"

Me:"sharp”

We hung up,| covered my head ndaphinda ndazama
ulala. | heard him come up,showered,and came to
bed. He knew | wasn't really asleep,| felt him pulling
me close then | felt him breathing softly right infront
of my nose and eyes. It felt like he wasn't fazed by
all this drama going on,made me kinda sad that | am
the one who seems to want this more. For us.



Him:"babe"

| kept quiet... | didn't even move. My eyes were shut.

Him:"i know you're not asleep,just open your eyes
ndfuna s'thethe”

Me:"l don't wanna talk,masilale baby"
Him:"okay just hear me out"
Me:"kay"

Him:"you know that | am from a very traditional
family and we just wanna do things the right way"

| opened my eyes...

Him:"but having seen how selfish your dad is,| have
asked your brother Marc for advice and he said
they'd gladly represent your family. Afterall,you grew



up with them,they know you better than anyone else
so | was kinda hoping you haven't cancelled the
plans you had made”

| couldn't believe my ears...

Me:"wait,so you're saying we're getting married"?

Him:"if Polo pulls through then yes,we're getting
married”

Me:"l hope you don't feel pushed into this"

He kissed my lips and held the kiss without
breathing,then he pulled back and removed a strand
of hair away from my face

Him:"you know | wanted this more than you do now
from the begining”

Me:"awoyiki utshata"?

Him:"l should be asking you"



Me:"l| mean,you will be officially tying the knot and
settling down. No more foul play with the nyatsis”

Wahleka :v

Him:"I'm not cheating incase that's what you're tryna
find out”

Me:"hahal! | never asked but thanks for affirming
that"

Him:"unjena nakwi clients zakho at work"?

Me:"good thing | don't have actual clients as
yet.Talking about something else,l received a call
from Anelisa”

Him:"uthini?”

Me:"uboleka umtana for the upcoming holidays"
Him:"what did you tell her"?

Me:"l told her ndizothetha nawe k'qala”

Him:"mmbh"



Me:"so..."?

Him:"nd'zothetha no makhulu k'qala”
Me:"kay,can | sleep now"?

Him:"can | have my kiss first"?

| smiled,broadly...

Him:"cummon”
Me:"you don't deserve it"

Him:"what? Babe udlala ngam kodwa ngoku,after
yonke lento ndiyenzayo”

| kissed his lips,turned the other way and covered my
face. He tickled me thinking I'll give in,wancama and
just cuddled me from behind salala.

| was woken up by Luu's call...



Me:"mmh"?
Him:"gosh,wake up you sleepy head"
Me:"did you see the time Lukas"?

Him:"| am the one who called you remember,now sit

up

| sat up,yawning...

Me:"okay,I'm up”

Him:"good. Marcus told me about your dad's drama
so today we're actually going to uncle Vee'

Me:"really"?
Him:"thought you'd be happy"

Me:"l just don't understand,so you are saying you're
actually coming to EC"?

Him:"with Joe and my brother-in-law too"

Me:"you know I'm not really a morning person Luu
neh’



Him:"what's that got to do with anything now"?
Me:"don't tell me jokes this early bro"

Him:"you are too slow for me,what happened to you?
Parenthood?"

| smiled alone,turned and looked at Ntando who was
fast asleep

Me:"thank you guys,you don't know how that makes
me feel"

Him:"finally she catches on"

| laughed,covering my mouth with a near corner of
the cover

Him:"we might not be the perfect family but we are
family and family sticks together. No matter the
season’



Me:"you just made my day,my entire week infact"

Him:"I'm glad,now make sure you do enjoy your day.
Leave the stress to us”

Me:"l love you boet. All of you"

Him:"cheers"”

| almost shrieked with excitement,| planted a kiss on
the king's partly open lips not one but two kisses
then | went to bath | had work to get to. When | came
out of the bathroom his phone rang,without even
lifting his head he extended his hand and rejected
the call waphinda walala. | got dressed,took my
bags and left them ndafika ndazenzela i cereal
downstairs while Fats cooked oats for themselves.
When | was done | left for work...

| was optimistic that whole week. Ntando got a call
from his uncles regarding these negotiations,things
were looking up so when the negotiations were
finally over my brothers wanted to meet me which



meant | had to go to East London coz zabafune
ukuza eBhayi. | put in a week's leave
ndahamba,leaving Ntando in PE nabantwana bakhe.
| met with my brothers unfortunately uncle Vee had
already returned back to his farm,Joe and Sive's
cousin brother had returned back to work...

Luu:"so uhm...all went well"
Me:"oh-kay"

Marc:"we have discussed and decided that you
should bank this money,invest it for future purposes”

Luu:"and as a gift from us to you,we'll pay for your
wedding gown"

Me:"how much is the money"?

Bajongana...

Me:"Marc? Luu?”

Luu:"ahem,its R120K "



Me:"what? That's too much guys! Yhuuu,you guys
practically cleaned umtana bantu”

Marc:"argh plz,he has more than enough. I'm sure
that's petty cash to him"

Luu:"and besides,you deserve it"

Me:"but guys you could atleast have considered that
he bought me a car and a house already”

Luu:"if I recall properly those were gifts"
Marc:"they don't count that much here"

Me:"who suggested the amount? And why engaka?
I'm just curious”

Marc:"we all did"

Luu:"uncle Vee added the damages of your first
pregnancy,and this one since they weren't taken care
off in the first place”

Me:"still feel like you guys robbed these people...but
thank you. | know you had my best interests when
you went into that negotiation process...thank you
so much”



Marc:"that's what we're here for"

Luu:"l actually thought your dad would use this as an
opportunity to build a closer relationship with you
not destroy the little you were still trying to accept
and take in’

Me:"which is why | gave him the opportunity in the
first place...guess it was too good to be true”

Marc:"now that this is over, Gudda is gonna come
after us like a hungry dog"

Me:"l can handle him,if he comes to you then he's a
coward"

Luu:"alright then,l think we're done”

| stayed for two more days,banked the money then |
went back home,Ntando wayond'khawlela.

Me:"how are my kids?"
Him:"ba grand,how's EL"

Me:"same old"



Him:"so now that this is over,when do you think we
should get married”

Me:"how's November the 12th with you"?

Him:"sure"

| honestly thought he'd be bickering about lemali
ayibizwe ngoo Luu but he didn't...yet. | didn't wanna
bring it up too coz | wasn't supposed to know about
it in the first place. We drove straight home,my kids
were out no sis Fats so | just freshened up, wore
black skinny jeans,matching cropped top with beige
knee length sleeveless coat and matching stils.

Him:"siyaphi?"

Me:"ndiyo order icake and I'm going to pay up
everything else that needs to be paid"

Him:"nam ndifuna uhamba"
Me:"uyaph' kengok wena"?

Him:"ndihamba ne credit card yam fondin"



Me:"ooh,then change ke tata. Aw'zohamba nam
unjalo”

He looked at himself then back at me...with a frown

Him:"what's wrong with these™?
Me:"hay babe awkho serious.”

Him:"okay ke babe nd'khuphele impahla”

| gave him beige chino and matching ripped t-shirt
with black Jordan kicks and no coat or jacket coz it
was hot already. Wanxiba wagqiba and had to add a
gold chain on top :( we left,me driving. We first went
to the venue,l went to show him the decor | chose
and then we conducted the menue together since he
wasn't here the first time then we paid and went to
order our cake ophuma kwethu we went out for
lunch...



Me:"well baby thank you for coming along, we're
done for today"

Him:"but we haven't been to your dresses”
Me:"aw'ngeni ndawo kwi lokhwe babe”
Him:"but I'm buying?”

Me:"nope,my family is buying that. | don't want
bridemaids too but,on our way home soyojonga
eyakho isuit"

Him:"suit?"

Me:"you won't wear jeans and Tees on my wedding
day libala ndoda"

Him:"but they're comfortable”
Me:"and ghetto"

Him:"well I'm ghetto too incase we are forgetting
that"

Me:"ha.a babe you get to be ghetto everyday of your
life, on my day you will be elegant,sophisticated and
dapper”

Him:"you mean on our day"



Me:"haha! Watch and see,aw'zobonakala wena
ngalamini. I'll be the ray of sunshine everyone will be
talking about”

Him:"that's unfair”
Me:"ndadlala"
'V

We had our lunch,headed to the boutique they took
his measurements then we headed home ndakhe
ndahlala nabantwana bam. He came to join us...

Him:"you look relaxed around them"”
Me:"they're my world. You all are”

Him:"which is why | want nothing but the best for
y'all"

Me:"i know..."
Him:"and,Tomorrow ndiyahamba”
Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"l have to wrap up a couple of things in



Congo,ship some merchandize to Niger and
Namibia"

Me:"do you have to go ngomso kengok™?

He took a deep breath and took Uve who was on my
lap wasondela...

Him:"l also hate having to leave you guys but | have
_toll

Me:"l know...but babe | was hoping you could stay
much longer. | miss spending time with you,alone”

Him:"babe"

Me:"but its fine,as long as you'll be here for the
wedding"

Him:"I'm sure Marc'O'Polo would kill me with his
bare hands if | didn't pitch”

Me:"he wouldn't,but | would. Right after Eve eku
trappile straight”

Him:"yho,Eve uya trender ngamanzi abilileyo”



| kissed him,took a good look at his eyes then kissed
him again until Uve pushed him samhleka

Him:"heee,u pusher u tatakho kwedini"?
Me:"mommy's protector”
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Ntando gave me his guest list before he left the
following day,| returned to work and later on sent
invitations via email. | just wanted close family and
friends,just a private intimate ceremony so | sent out
our less than 50 invites and went to check on my
dress. In three weeks | was called for cake testing,|
couldn't really go immediately so | asked to
reschedule to two days later bavuma. A day before
the tasting | got a call from Evelyn

Me:"hey Eve"



Her:"hey,| need you to pick me up’

Me:"pick you up where"?

Her:"the airport”

Me:"you do know I'm no longer in Jozi right"?

Her:"you can be slow when you want to,I'm in PE
okay. Now can you come and pick me up"?

Me:"oh okay. I'm at work so just gimme a few
minutes”

Her:"okay"

| wrapped up and went to fetch her,took her to lunch
then drove her home ndabuyela emsebenzini mna.
When | got to work | called sis Fats to prepare dinner
for us then | continued with my work until knock off
time then on my way home | received a call from my
king ...

Me:"babe"

Him:"hey,how are you"?



Me:"I'm okay,unjan wena"

Him:"I'm nervous,u okay njan wena with just a few
weeks of independance"?

Me:"haha! You're kidding, my independance aint
dying anytime soon"

Him:"ndiyak'’khumbula yaz"

Me:"nam fondin,I'm going for cake testing tomorrow"
Him:"I'm sorry | can't be there with you"

Me:"its okay,Eve's here. She'll go with me’

Him:"oh that's good,ufike nini"?

Me:"today"

Him:"okay ke,what else needs to be done"?

Me:"I'm not really sure right now but we've covered
most of the priorities kwangokuya ubulapha”

Him:"alright kiss my babies for me"

Me:"will do,I'll call you if ndifike behleli | know they
miss daddy's voice”

Him:"yho babe bazoxabana ngalo phone”



Me:"yho Uve yi bully ke sana but ndizobanika
anyway"

He was silent for a while...

Me:"you still there"?

Him:"yeah,you just remind me of how lucky | am”
Me:"aw Ntando"

Him:"l love you"

Me:"l love you too baby"

Him:"ndi serious mfethu,about us. Our family,Our
future”

Me:"baby,u grand"?

Him:"'ndi grand fondin,I'm just...| feel like | need to
remind you incase you're having second thoughts”

Me:"uyandoyikisa kalok when you talk like that
especially when you're out of the country"

Him:"akho need yokoyika,siyancokola mos"



Me:"well | appreciate you being serious about me,us.
It means a lot to hear it"

Him:"you know we gotta do this thing,make it
work,for all the right reasons. And most
importantly,make it work for ourselves”

Me:"you sound like someone has been giving you a
hard time about this whole relationship of ours.
Again”

Wathula...

Me:"baby"?
Him:"hm"

Me:"you do realize that we're both adults neh? We
decided to be honest with each other,we don't
choose whom to fall inlove with but when did fall
inlove we decided to love each other hard,against all
odds and we have decided to get married even when
it seemed it was impossible. | don't think we have a
gap kengok to involve anyone else in our business



let alone be manipulated by anyone’

Him:"l know,thank you for never changing. Despite
our countless challenges”

Me:"l love you,l hate it when you sink into this dark
hole coz | know | want to be with you"

Him:"you know | am glad I'm finally marrying you and
| know its not a mistake”

Me:"thank you for saying that"
Him:"alright now | have to go"
Me:"sendfikile endlini though"

Him:"ikhona into edinga i attention yam,pls call me
before they're bedtime”

Me:"sharp,love you"

Him:"love you"

We hung up just as | parked. | could smell beef right
there, took my bags and walked inside my house but
the house was awfully quiet until | reached the stairs
to my room,| could hear my boys laughing with Eve



in their nursery. | peaked,didn't see them so | figured
they were bathing ndahamba ndayokhulula in my
own room and went to check on Fats | was going to
help her but she said she was almost done so |
returned to the nursery ndabalinda,the came out and
came to me with their hands in the air and screams
of excitement filled the room. | took each one up to
my lap as their aunt went to fetch their lotioning
kit,after that sabanxibisa and went to eat. Fats fed
the boys,when all of us were done | took them to
their room and called their father...

Him:"mamakhe”
Me:"hope aw'kho busy"
Him:"wassup"?

Me:"naba abantwana bakho"

| put the phone on loud speaker ndabanika and
started tidying the room,| smiled to myself as | heard
their senseless conversation and heartfelt laughters.



After some time the room was dead silent,| went to
check on them ndafika belele | took my phone and
saw that Ntando hadn't hung up

Me:"ubenzeni abantwana bam"?
Him:"bes'ncokola bavela bathula"
Me:"balele ke goodnight”

Him:"sharp”

We hung up,l went to get changed into PJ's then |
went to join Eve in the guest room.

Her:"your kids have grown so much”

Me:"yeah,so what's up? Where have you been?
Whatchu been up to?"

Her:"lI've been working in and out of Joburg,thats
why I've been scarce”

Me:"mmmh,how's LD doing"?



Her:"he's good,we're great. Enough about me,so000,
you're really getting married huh"

Me:"yep"

Her:"you're still glowing,its like the first time you
actually admitted to falling for him"

Me:"haha! Dude,I'm still pinching myself. | really do
love him"

Her:"there's no doubt there's no turning back,you're
already too deep”

Me:"I'm in it for the long haul nigga”

Her:"so,what still needs to be done before your
wedding"?

Me:"tomorrow we're going for cake tasting and pick
up Ntando's suit,then later on in the week | have to
pick up my dress”

Her:"cake,yummy! | envy you, my lil sis is actually
getting her dream wedding. A big,luxurious wedding
that is”

Me:"actually we're having a small intimate ceremony
with just close family and friends"



Her:"small? Lemme guess,that was your idea"
Me:"yes,| just don't want no drama”
Her:"drama™?

Me:"marrying a gangsta is dramatic on its
own,keeping my wedding intimate is kinda my own
way of making our day ours. With less drama coz
yona soze ingabikho,l can never run away from that"

Her:"but why are you doing this to yourself? Are you
prepared to live your entire life ducking and diving?
Not knowing what will happen next"?

| stopped myself halfway from answering her...
We've been through this already.

Her:"I know you love him and | don't dispute that, but
have you really thought this whole thing through?
Are you really going to live your life in uncertainity on
daily basis? Not knowing if he'll return in a body bag
or not"?



| knew everything she was saying was the truth but...

Me:"l know you mean well but | can't help how | feel,|
know the dangers that come with loving this man. |
promise you,l am well aware”

Her:"there's nothing | can say that will change your
mind"

Me:"just say you'll still support me even when things
go downhill for me”

She opened her arms and we hugged

Her:"there's no perfect relationship,yours might be
more dangerous but they're all alike"

Me:"thank you,just for being here. Means a lot to us”
Her:"you mean to you"

Me:"to us,he’s glad you're here because | was
supposed to go cake tasting with him and he's out of
the country”



Her:"l don't know how you do that...the way you trust
him baffles me”

| smiled... :)

Me:"ndisemncinci Eve okay,| don't wanna die
because of high stress levels”

Her:"thats why | hate long distance relationships. |
can't deal with not knowing his whereabouts and
daily activities...even being here right now is gonna
be a struggle”

Me:"it was never easy,especially after the Chloe saga.
But | learnt to trust him,we learnt to trust each other"

Her:"he's a lucky man. He should count you three
times when counting his blessings"”

Me:"l know you won't agree but I'm lucky to have him
too. He's the best thing that ever happened to
me,after the Smiths ofcoz"

She laughed,we lay there and eventually fell asleep.
The following day | was woken up by Ntando's



call,worse it was still too early for me to wake up...

Me:"hmlow"?
Him:"hey,good morning"
Me:"mh”

Him:"cummon wake up”

| swear....
Him:"S’bongile”

Me:"geez Ntando did you check the time before
calling"?

Him:"khaw'vuke ibalulekile lento nd'funa ukuxelela
yona"

Me:"yho fondin can't it wait till I'm fully awake? Like
emini kanje"

Him:"uhleli mos ngoku”
Me:"you're so flippen unfair yaz"

Him:"anyway,| hear your dad found out about the



wedding and uthi over his dead body"

Me:"maybe he has a death wish fondin
Ntando,und'vusele lonto gha?"

Him:"you do realize that this is serious,right"?

| sighed and sat up...

Me:"ufuna ndithini ke Ntando"?
Him:"and'xabenanga nawe mna sund'buza olohlobo”

Me:"and'xabenanga nawe mos nam gha ndiyabuza
ufuna ndithini?"

Him:"l don't know"

Me:" I'm getting tired of defending our love to nosy
people who have their own problems but can't deal
with them bazixakekise hgezam"

Him:"khaw'zame uthetha naye,| might be gangsta
and all that ish but | wouldn't like to see blood on my
wedding day"”



Me:"kay"

Him:"sharp”

Me:"sho"
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After hanging up from Ntando | felt heavy,maybe |
was stressing too much about this... | don't know. All
| knew was | didn't have the energy and strength for
Gudda's dad. | took a deep breath... Got out of the
bed,got into my gym gear and went for a jog on the
beach. The sea breeze seemed to be cleansing my
inner person,my mind and soul. | went for close to
50km then | sat down on a rock and caught my
breath,lifting up my eyes to sea the calm sea waters
resting without any disturbance from humanity
somehow gave me hope. Solidarity. After fifteen
minutes | jogged back home, ndafika kusalelwe |
made breakfast for all of us. | had a big and busy day
ahead,| needed to be fit and ready for it.



While making breakfast | saw Uve walking down the
stairs with a teddy and one sock

Me:"marara ka mama"
Him:"hm"?
Me:"ulambile wena"?
Him:"tatam”
Me:"eshe”

Him:"itata"

| ignored him and made him porridge,cooled it down
and fed him. He was in a fowl mood but he ate finish.
| wasn't gonna call Ntando mna,l had a lot in my
plate already. When he was done | cleaned him up
and let him go play in the lounge,l opened curtains
and windows for fresh air then went to bath. Eve
woke up xand'ggiba and she made the bed and went
to shower,| lotioned,wore underwear and a gown
then | went to wake Uba up and fed him. When he
was done Fats went to bath them,Eve and | had



breakfast then sayonxiba sahamba.

We started with the cakes,tasted and approved then
we went to pick up iimpahla and lastly we went to
make sure the decor company was ready with
everything | required...by lunch we were done. We
went to grab a bite...

Her:"you are not your usual self today"
Me:"just got alot on my mind”
Her:"you're about to get married,its understandable”

Me:"yeah...lets eat finish,| wanna spend time with my
sons’

Her:"Vee was in a mood this morning”

Me:"he misses his dad,he'll be like that until he
comes back"

Her:"he got that from you,you were always like that
with dad”

Me:"haha,l know hey. | miss him so much. Especially



NOW

Her:"you probably wouldn't have found out about
your dad if dad was still around"

Me:"l wish | hadn't found him"
Her:"you don't mean that’

Me:"l mean every word,l wish they could imprison
him again just in a foreign country this time around”

Her:"just give him time babe, maybe just needs to
digest everything"

Me:"that man d-"

My phone disturbed us ndavela nda naar
immediately

Me:"hello"

Him:"hey,u grand”

Me:"I'm cool”

Him:"unqabile,you don't call anymore”

Me:"what do you want"?



Him:"heh haibo S'bongile,can't | call my sister and
find out how she's doing™?

Me:"Ayabonga"
Him:"akusekho nes'maphambili ngoku"?
Me:"Ayabonga’
Him:"S'bongile”

Me:"l don't time to waste on people like you okay,so
lets not beat around the bush®

Him:"did you just say people like me™?

Me:"another thing,ima kwindawo ene signal eright or
osuke emoyeni andizomane ndphinda phinda into
enye mna’

Him:"l will just pretend like | didn't hear that,just
clarify this for me,what kinda people are you talking
about”

Me:"now | see why you're your dads puppy"”

Him:"whoah wait,| don't know what or who upset you
but suyikhuphela kum”

Me:"then this conversation is over"



Him:"S'bongile pls”
Me:"bendikubuze usaqala uthetha ba ufuna ntoni
awayazi,u pls lona ucela amalizo wantoni unabazali"?

Him:"what's going on with you? Andkwazi unjena

Mmna

Me:"1st mistake that you and that douchbag you call
a father made,you don't know me"

Him:"did you just call dad a douchbag? okay
something is definitely wrong with you"

Me:"l| am perfectly fine,don't pretend like you care.
We both know you don't care,you don't have a heart
nor do you have a concious ufuze uyihlo. You are the
exact epitome of your father,true what they say.
lggabi aliweli kude emthini walo”

Him:"S'bo-"

Me:"since you don't why you called let me tell you
one thing before | hang up: akuphuncuki mnwe
xandingathethi nani, andinovuka ndingena nwele
xandino kwamkela ukuba ifamily enini andinayo so
from today onwards please,if you still address



Ntando as the King then its only relevant that to you
I'm the Queen if not then be free to call me by any of
my names; Sibongile Trinalique Smith. Akho nom-di
na mtase mos emagameni wam uvile neh? Enkosi
ngo mamela”

| hung up... Eve was done eating. Even ate my own
plate.

Her:"that sounded intense”

Me:"masambe Ms Smith"

She shook her head smiling as she followed me.
When we reached home | saw a glimpse of Uba
running aftera ball coz was playing at the
backyard,we took the clothes,| went to hang them
then changed into shorts and a vest accompanied by
slippers then | went to the back yard and joined my
sons,Fats who was with them left us and went inside.
Eve came out with my phones...



Me:"someone called"?

Her:"the two most important men in your life"
Me:"l have em right infront of me”

Her:"your fiancé and your dad"

Me:"oh God!"

| stared at my phones wondering whom to call first
then Ntando called ndsazijongile...

Me:"hi"

Him:"hey"

Me:"sup"?

Him:"might be coming home sooner than expected”
Me:"kay"

Him:"u good"

Me:"yea. Why do you ask™?



Him:"you sound... | don't know,offish”
Me:"just had a long day babe”
Him:"you guys went cake tasting"

Me:"yeah and had to finalize a couple more other
things”

Him:"so that means nigqibile”

Me:"yeah,they'll deliver and set the cake at the venue
on the wedding day"

Him:"good work"
Me:"thank you"

Him:"how are the boys"?

Bonginkosi called me on the second phone...

Me:"Uve uvuke wand'funa wena"

Him:"why didn't you call me"?

Me:"l didn't have the time"



Him:"cummon babe”
Me:"thetha naye ngokt,| have another call to take"

Him:"mnike iphone”

| called Uvelile,sat him down and gave him the phone
then | took the second one and moved away from
him,redialled ta Bongs and waited:

Him:"S'bongile"!

Me:"hay sundikhwaza"

He exhaled... :0

Him:"S'bongile”
Me:"ndim loh"
Him:"kunini ndikufounela"

Me:"into echaza ukuba either ndi busy or | don't
wanna talk to you"



Him:"unjan kodwa"?
Me:"ndilelahlobo bendililo ugqibela kwethu uthetha"
Him:"ooh ndiyabona,hay nathi siyaphila"

Me:"anenzi mahluko ke nakoko kuphila kwenu nivale
nje ispace sabantu abafunu kwenza i impact. How
may | help you"?

Him:"andikuvanga pha ekuqaleni,ubusithini ke"?
Me:"ay'senamsebenzi. Mas'ncedane kule uy'vileyo"
Him:"ndiva kuthwa uyatshata"

Me:"ngubani lo unolwimi"?

Him:"hay ntombam ayilo Iwimi,ndiva nhgo dabawo
wakho"

Me:"unalo keyena andothuki, ukuxelela ba maw'thini
mhlaw'mbi"?

Him:"so you're not denying it"?
Me:"am | supposed to"?

Him:"after | told you that will never happen,you went
behind my back ngalento”



Me:"who are you kanene"?
Him:"yinton le und'buza yona"?

Me:"it's called a question, phez'kwalowo
ungekaw'phenduli how old am | lento
ndizaw'kwenzelwa nguwe iidecisions about my life"?

Him:"mtanam,ndinguyihlo. Aw'soze naninina ube
mdala ukwedlula mna”

Me:"erh...there seems to be a mistake somewhere.
Utata endimaziyo ndaa mngcwaba, so khaw'phinde
uthethe into evakalayo"

Him:"S'bongile”
Me:"ndim nge nkqu loh"

Him:"l know how hard it is for you to accept how you
were conceived but that doesn't change the fact that
| am your father. Akho Iwandle uzandivasa kulo,you
are my daughter”

Me:"mamela ke ndoda,uyabona mna ndingu Smith
through and through. When | had no one,the Smiths
became my family aba dad'wenu bebhongo bekhona
betshone amaqgokobheni. Through everything



endidlule kuyo ebomini bam The Smiths were
there,even when YOU my so called,self-acclaimed
father couldn't handle one simple task yondimela the
Smiths negotiated my lobola. They proved to be
more of a my family than my own blood. Now,| want
you to stay the hell away from me. You are nothing
to me,you actually mean nothing to me because you
are just a sperm donor. Ulivolontiya nakwi sperm
donors,so masiyeke udlala ngexesha lethu
pretending to be a happy father and daughter coz we
are not,I'm far away from being happy after finding
you. To answer your question,yes | am getting
married your evil sister wasn't lying. Please go buy a
new suit and attend,| want you to show me what
you're made of ngalamini. Cause drama,cause
chaos,bring it all | wanna see it first hand coz it
might be the last time | see you so please,go buy a
tuxedo. Funeka ndibenomfanekiso wakho
wokuggibe omhle”

He was quiet...



Me:"ndivakele neh"?

He cleared his throat...

Me:"oh and which back are you refering to? | didn't
go behind your back,awna mqolo kalok wena"

| hung up

Took my kids inside.

November 12th was approaching,Ntando had
returned but wabuyela kokwabo promising to come
with his family this side. Nge 08th bafika :) my house
was like a madhouse! But | enjoyed returning from
work to cheerful warm people... Nge 9th | called
Soso0,it has been a long time



Him:"my person”

Me:"bheyibhi,how are you"

Him:"ndi right mfaz'wethu unjani wena"
Me:"I'm sad,aw'zobakho emtshatweni wam"
Him:"haaayi! Utshata nini"?

Me:"in three days fondini"

Him:"now I'm sad"

Me:"but its okay,| know you'd be here if you were
around”

Him:"are the twins coming"?

Me:"yeah bazofika ngomso"
Him:"nd'zobaxelela to send me pictures”
Me:"alright ke lovie"

Him:"mamela ke"

Me:"ndimamele darling”

Him:"l hope ikhona ke la cake ihlala for more than
three years coz ndizobuya and demand my piece”



Me:"haha yhu uphambene Soso three years”

Him:"ewe kalok,if you were a virgin ubuzoy'gcina
niyitye xa uzele. So as we both know akho bu virgin
ngandawo apho,lo cake izobekelwa u uncle Soso"

| couldn't stop laughing :p!
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| signed a leave form at work on the tenth,Keri and
Sive arrived that same day then we went to the spa.
Later on Marc arrived with his girlfriend,along with
two other ladies and | was on top form this time
around,l wasn't gonna take no shit from no one. |
specified on the invitations that everyone should
RSVP for venue and catering purposes so they
decided to bring other people without informing me
bazozibona ke.

Fats cooked with Keri's nanny since we were a full
house,| went upstairs, Ntando followed wafika



ndivasa ubuso

Him:"u grand"?
Me:"yep"
Him:"u sure”

Me:"ndi grand Ntando,why don't you join the other
guys"?

Him:"ndbona oko uthule ungena ko brother wakho"
Me:"hay ndi grand mna"

Him:"u sure babe”

Me:"ndi sure baby man”

Him:"okay,I'm leaving you alone ke. U grand mos
noba ndikushiye wedwa"

Ndamjonga

Him:"okay,okay"



Me:"tchi"

He came to kiss my lips wand'jonga and kissed my
forehead

Him:"l love you,okay"
Me:"l know tatakhe"
Him:"okay ndiyahamba ke"

Me:"hamba"

He smiled and left me,l changed into pj's wore a
gown along with slippers then | went to join the rest
of the people for dinner. We had dinner,everyone
was in high spirits even the strangers were jolly.
Marc came in evela phandle

Him:"can we talk"?

Me:"sure"



He walked back out,| followed right behind him
saphuma phandle

Me:"what's up"?

Him:"l just... How do you feel about these extra
people™?

Me:"how am | supposed to feel"?

Him:"l guess what I'm trying to do is apologise for
bringing extra people without informing you"

Me:"l don't mind as long as you accommodate them"
Him:"oh"

Me:"and since | wasn't told,you guys should figure
out how tomorrow will work out coz the venue is set
for a specific number of people”

Wathula...

Ndamjonga



Him:"I'll talk to Liz about that"
Me:"thank you"
Him:"l hope you're really not upset about this”

Me:"l expected nothing less from Liz,don't stress
yourself 'bout it"

Him:"alright,| love you okay"

Me:"love you boet"

We walked back inside,| finished off my food then
everyone headed to their alocated rooms. | went to
my room with my boys,Booboo and Keri's two kids
coz some people were gonna sleep in the nursery. A
few minutes after we settled in bed | heard a knock
and went to open the door

Me:"Elizabeth"

Her:"hey,| have a small problem”



Me:"oh-kay"?

Her:"the ladies | came with,have nowhere to sleep"?
Me:"okay"

Her:"can you organize something for us"?

Me:"talk to Marcus”

Her:"oh okay"

Me:"sharp”

Her:"night"

| closed the door and got in bed.

The following day | was woken up by all the young
females in the house...

Me:"okay what's going on"?



Keri:"we have decided to make you a lil kitchen
party,right here right now"

| yawned,rubbed my eyes and looked at everyone in
the room,they all had giftbags in their hands. |
smiled and got out of bed...

Me:"thank you guys,but,can | atleast wash my face"?

Her:"sure"

When | came back,the kids were out,the bed was
made but all of us were in pjs. Sive was the madam
speaker for the "party” haike yagala into. Ndayalwa
ke,ndanikwa ii gifts... Ntando knocked once and
opened the door wothuka bamtshatshalaza

Him:"I'm sorry girls,| didn't know nilapha”
Sive:"well now you know"

Him:"can | have a word with my wife"?



Eve:"don't you know its bad luck to see your fiancé a
day before the wedding"?

Him:"hay man Eve khayeke"

Ndaphakama and went to him while they were still
arguing

Me:"5 minutes guys”

Saphuma and stood in the passage,l kissed him
wancuma

Him:"nenza i party na"?
Me:"yeah,bandenzela a small kitchen party"

Him:"mmbh,ndcela undkhuphela impahla siya e
Walmer namajita”

Me:"entweni"?

Him:"don't worry ‘bout it,its nothing illegal”



Me:"don't get yourselves in trouble please”

He kissed my lips

| left him ndayomkhuphela impahla,kissed him one
more time then returned to the ladies we continued
with the party... Only people missing here were Liz
and her friends and | didn't mind at all.

Later on,after the party we departed and went to
bath sayotya and mingled with the rest of the people
endlini. My brothers returned with every other guy...

| was at the backyard when Kuhle came looking for
me

Him:"you know you can still backout,there's still
enough time"?

| turned and smiled wearily,he came to sit next to me



Me:"hey buddy”

Him:"you don't look like an excited bride to
be,anything | can help with"?

Me:"naah,err'thang will work itself out”
Him:"'ngu bra"?

Me:"no,ayinguye ntwana yam...its my newly found
family"

Him:"abafuni utshate no bra"?
Me:"nope”
Him:"will they attend™?

Me:"l don't know,| hope not. | don't want drama
here,my dad has already sworn over his dad body
that | won't marry your brother”

Him:"don't worry about it, nothing will happen
tomorrow. You will get married in a peaceful and
merry environment”

Me:"thank you Kay"

Him:"you are welcome,hug"?



| moved closer we hugged, wand'shiya ke ndahlala
ndedwa a couple more minutes kwafika u Luke...

Him:"l've been searching this whole house for you"

| turned and my heart dropped to my stomach,| got
up and ran to hug him. Tightly.

Him:"hey hey,its okay"

| swear | cried,his hug made me cry..emotional.

We sat down

Him:"your man is also looking for you,he's been
calling you"

Me:"left my phones inside"

Him:"don't worry about tomorrow,we're here for you"



Me:"thank you"

We spent a few more minutes there then sangena
endlini. Ntando was in a couch with his family,l just
walked to my room,bathed,drank two panado
capsules and got in bed ndalala.

| felt him get in bed and hug me from behind but |
was too deep asleep,thank God he didn't wake me
up coz | wasn't really in the mood to talk to him.

When | woke up on my wedding day,he wasn't in bed.
| went to bath then went downstairs ndafika
wonkumntu exakekile ku busy,| saw my mother in
law with all four of her grandkids sebegqgibe nonxiba
ndothuka and returned to my room ndaz'phosa on
my bed with a sigh

| took my phone and called the hubby. Someone else
answered his phone

Him:"madam,khaw'bambe kancinci uyeza u bra"



Me:"Sihle"?

Him:"yep that's me... Senguyelo no bra"

... The phone exchanged hands

Him:"mamakhe”

Me:"hey,umke nini? Ndivuke ungekho"
Him:"ndimke early usalele”
Me:"aw'zoza apha"?

Him:"ha.a we'll meet at the venue..."
Me:"kay"

| had a lump in my throat...a tear trickled down my
cheeks :'(

Him:"why,is everything okay"?
Me:"I'm scared”

Him:"baby maan"



Me:"nyhani...what if this day doesn't end well"?

Him:"It will end better than well,believe me. | promise
you that"

Ndathula...

Him:"l| promise”

Me:"kay"

Him:"l love you sweety"

Me:"did you just call me sweety"?

He laughed )

Me:"gosh what have | done to you"?
Him:"und'dlisile fondin"

Me:"ncooh babe,l love you uyeva"

Him:"now get dressed,we have a wedding to go to"

Me:"who said I'm not dressed"?



Him:"l know you're not dressed,you're probably on
your back phez'kwe bhedi right now"

Me:"uyadika uyeva"

Him:"babe which is which,ugale ngokuth’
uyand'thanda now ndiyadika"

Me:"l love you nodika kwakho Z'khali"

Him:"uyekile ukoyika babe"?

Me:"enkosi sthandwa sam”

Him:"now get up,get dressed lets meet at the alter”

Me:"yassur’!

We hung up ndanxiba,the ladies came to assist me
with the make up then when everybody including me
was done we headed to the venue.
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| was the quiet one | think it was nervs,everyone was
excited. When we reached the venue they left me



and went inside | needed time to myself just g few
minutes before | commit my entire life to a
gangsta,Marc came to the car

Him:"hey lil sis”

Me:"hey boet"

Him:"ready to get hitched"?
Me:"as ready as can be"

Him:"are you sure about this? You can still turn back
if you want"

Me:"thank you boet but this is it,there's no turning
back now"

Him:"good,come let your big brother walk you down
the aisle”

| smiled,got out of the car and took a deep breath
checking out myself and reapplied my lipgloss. He
fixed my hair and took my hand
sahamba,immediately when we walked into the



venue | swear the atmosphere changed,the music
changed and the people stood up. | took one last
look at Marc's broad smile and then we walked in
step by step side by side towards the alter. | couldn't
believe my eyes when | saw Ntando... | swear the
suit plus the glory of the day made him look more of
the king and business man he is than all this
gangsta facade ish. Our eyes locked for a second,he
smiled and looked down | thought | saw a glimpse of
tear glasses around the corners of his eyes and my
heart melted I'm the emotional partner here,how can
a Beast feel that much for me? That moment |
realized that he loved me more than | actually
believed. When we reached the alter Marcus looked
at me and whispered "are you sure"? | nod with a
smile,he returned the smile and kissed my cheek...he
turned,shook Ntando's hand wayohlala phantsi then |
walked up to him and we turned to face the pastor

Him:"you may all be seated. Greetings
beloved,Today we are blessed to have gathered here
for the holy matrimony of Mr Ntando Ntabeni and



Ms Sibongile Trinalique Smith. Now if there's anyone
amongst us who believes these two should not
continue in this union pls speak now or forever hold
your peace”

My heart started beating fast,| swear if anyone stood
up | would've fainted right there. | counted from one
to ten in my head... Lord | didn't need no drama,not
today of all days. | eyed Ntando,he was just not
fazed :0 uphola njan umntu kwi meko enjena?

Him:"okay,now we can proceed,the couple have
decided to make their own vows so Mr Ntabeni as
the head of the house please go first"

We were now facing each other,he took a deep
breath and lifted his eyes sajongana as he held both
my hands. Even now | could see that he was
overwhelmed



Bae:"The struggles we had to go through,the
hardships we faced coming to this day,the wars we
had to fight,the people we had to defy...honestly |
didn't think we were strong enough”.

He paused...l just smiled

Bae:"You have loved me when | was least loveable,to
tell you the truth,when we met | was in bad space
and | can say the timing was wrong but even through
that you made me love again. | saw uthando Iwakho
when love my kids as if they were your own. | might
not tell you everyday or should | say | haven't told
you that when | met you | couldn't trust a woman
because of my previous relationships but you
changed that. You changed me,you showed me that
love has no age and above all,love conquors
everything. Today as | wed you,| first want to say
thank you for loving a ruined man like me,l know its
not easy but | also know we have it under control
coz we got each other. | love you"



My face was a mess...

Good thing Sive got those expensive 24hr makeups
otherwise ngendinemihlisela emnyama yenyembezi

The pastor indicated that it was now my turn... | took
a deep breath ndamjonga,l sniffed and looked at him
with a smile

Me:"dude you just ruined my makeup”

He chuckled...

Me:"People even now are still critical about our
relationship,some have told me I'm with you because
of your money and some have insinuated otherwise
but we both know why we are here, how we got here
and what got us here. People might see you as a
beast or a boss but in you | see my person. We have
had times where you had to be a father not only to
your sons but to me as well,the struggles we've been



through were supposed to tear us apart yet they
brought us together. | walk into this path with you
knowing that there are greater battles ahead but |
don't fret coz | know you've got me tight and I've got
you,my man,my king,my baby daddy,my hubby but
most importantly my best friend. | love you,l have
tried many times not to but | do and today | am the
happiest woman in here just to take your last name”.

The pastor blessed the rings and gave Ntando,he
spoke after the pastor as he inserted it into my
finger then it was my turn ndenza the same thing.

Pstr:"Mr Ntabeni,you may now kiss your bride"

He took a step closer savela sahleka...then he just
pecked my lips and moved away.

Pstr:"Mr and Mrs Ntabeni"



They applauded sayohlala on our main table,starters
were served while our friends delivered their
speeches. By the time the main dish was served our
family members were talking; kwaphakama u Kuhle

Him:"molweni,ndingu Kuhle and this is my big
brother... Inggawa yethu pha ekhaya. Ndithunyiwe ke
apha ngu Soso bro uthe | should read this to you:
grootman,| wish you all the best but one thing I think
you should keep in mind is that you married intwana
yam so lonto ithi ke bhuti utshate nam. Xand'buyile
ndizo demand'er i cake yam and most importantly
iroom yam pha kwakho not i spare room,a Soso
customized room. Thank you"

Everyone was laughing...ba worse when Eve took to
the stand:

Her:"I'm Evelyn,l just wanna congratulate my lil sister
today,l knew from that first time you saw each other
that one day I'll be giving a speech on your wedding



day congrats baby. Big guy"?

Bae:"uh-oh here comes trouble”

v

Her:"all you have to do is treat her well with respect
and appreciation then love her like there's no

tomorrow . If you do that | won't have to shower you
with a kettle of boiling water"

Me:"hay Eve"

Her:"I'm just being honest here,although | don't think
we'll need the water coz your wife has a black belt in
karate so u sorted"

With that she passed on the mic to other people.

It was now our turn for thanksgiving speech he said |
should speak on his behalf...

Me:"good evening friends and family. It is our great
pleasure to have spent this day with all of you and
we both appreciate you being here. My husband is



acting shy right now so I'm going to also speak on
his behalf but first | wanna thank my family for
always being there for me and then my new family
abantu bakwa Ntabeni,thank you for accepting me
as your daughter. Sino and Owe,thank you for loving
me as you would love your own biological mothers.
Once again,to all our friends and colleagues thank
you guys. Luu and Sihle have organised an after
party so enjoy yourselves”

After everything was said and done we returned
home,| headed straight to our room ndakhulula,he
walked and came behind me biting and kissing from
my neck,ears and cheeks

Me:"you owe me a kiss"
Him:"you owe me more than a kiss"
Me:"pls help me with the zip,tjo iyasinda le lokhwe"

Him:"l brought you changing clothes,our flight is
ready for us”



Me:"flight? Are we going somewhere"?

Him:"xa abantu begqgibotshata I think its customary
for them to go the honeymoon"

Me:"yhooo! Yaz | didn't even think of that,but
sizobathini abantu? My babies"?

Him:"everyone here will take care of the
kids,besides,this is still our day”

Me:"mmbh | hear you sir,let me shower and change
then"

Him:"akho need yovasa just change babe man"’

Me:"eshee"

We both changed into jeans and white tees mine
was written "His wife" and his was written "her
husband" in the fron,chest area. Then we went
downstairs,kissed the kids goodbye sahamba,Mo
was ready for us as usual. When we reached the
airport exactly where the jet was parked there were
about eight men in black...



Me:"babe are these your men"?

Him:"eerh... | don't know who these people are”

Ndamjonga...

Him:"don't panic,nothing is gonna happen”

Me:"your jet is surrounded by strangers and you're
telling me to not panic™

Him:"babe calm down,lemme call Mo"

He dialled Mo it went straight vm

Me:"l should've known"

He dialed someone else,l dialed my brother.

Him:"Tee,whats up"?

Me:"we just arrived at the airport and the jet is



surrounded by up to eight men and Ntando doesn't
know who they are”

Him:"okay stay in the car,we'll be right there"

Me:"kay"

Ntando was still on the phone... | swear my nerves
were on breaking point.
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Ntando put his phone down,got out of the car and
went to the back passenger seats underneath them
wakhupha two fully loaded guns...

Me:"is that neccessary? Uyaphi?”
Him:"stay in the car,lemme talk to these people”

Me:"guns don't talk baby ndcela ulinde o Marc,they
said they're on the way here"

Him:"l can handle this myself"



Me:"heh Ntando | don't wanna cancel my
honeymoon and mourn your death,pls. Waiting a few
more minutes won't hurt”

He came to my side,kissed me so deep and looked
me in the eyeballs

Him:"Beasts don't die. Just stay put’

Me:"ba-"

He was gone,|l watched from a distance and saw him
talking to two of the guys. His phone rang...

Me:"Mo hi uphi"?

Him:"I'm on my way to the airport ma‘am,how far are
you and the big guy"?

Me:"we're at the airport,you're on your way from
where"?



Him:"l went to buy a few items | needed,is there a
problem"?

Me:"nah I'm sure its nothing Ntando can't handle.
Sharp"

Him:"ok I'm sorry to keep yall waiting"
Me:"don't worry ‘bout it"

Him:"okay"

| hung up and waited in anticipation as | saw
Ntando's entourage of black cars driving in,| looked
at Ntando and saw him slapping one of the guys,the
other seven removed guns from their waists and
pointed at Ntando. | looked behind me and saw
Ranger with four guys getting out of Rangers car
then they started walking towards the jet. Then four
other guys from another car,then Marcus came to
the car and knocked,| unlocked the door and got out
he hugged me.

Him:"relax,everything is fine"



Me:"come on Marc,Ntando just slapped the lights
out of that guys head. | know everything is not fine"

Him:"come on Tee relax,| got you okay"
Me:"who are those people anyway"?

Him:"l don't really care as long you're safe”
Me:"so you'll wait here with me"?

Him:"yeah,we will wait here with you. Ranger and the
rest can handle whatever is going on there”

Me:"thank you"

We got inside the car saz'valela pha...

Me:"can | ask you something"?
Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"are you and Liz okay"?
Him:"why do you ask"?

Me:"is that you answer"?



He sighed...

Him:"okay...we're kinda going through a rough patch
right now"

Me:"are you the reason™?

Him:"maybe,but why are we talking about my
relationship”?

Me:"you know,she loves you. Very much so"

Him:"she has a very strange way of showing that,not
that | care anyway"

Me:"since when"?
Him:"its been a while"

Me:"Liz has been there for you,with you in your highs
and lows don't do this to her. We both know she can
be a lizard sometimes but you know more than
anybody else that she's got a good heart’

Him:"did you just say she can be a lizard"?



Me:"who me? Liz a lizard? No | would never say such
a horrible thing about your future wife...now don't
change the subject’

Him:"yeah man,l know she's a good person. Its
just...I don't know how to put this,we are bored of
each other”

Me:"bored? So you are cheating on each other?
That's the lamest excuse I've heard"

Him:"I'm not cheating I'm just having fun Tee"

| looked at him and shook my head in unbelief

Him:"l guess since you're married now | can say
confess to you,Liz doesn't want me to touch her,she
is no longer taking care of herself,she has stopped
going out but she fills my house with these extra
cousins and friends I've never met”

Me:"do you give her money to take care of herself,go
out or even visit some friends and family"?

Him:"its even on debit order,| give her 10k every



month but | don't see what she's doing with it"
Me:"just know that you can't afford to loose her"

Him:"if she doesn't change then | will,she's not the
only woman outhere”

Me:"you don't mean that’
Him:"hm"
Me:"what about junior"?

Him:"he will be well taken care off"

Ay ndathula

| looked towards the jet and saw Ntando coming
towards the car

Me:"just give her a chance boet,and another
thing,also take responsibility coz you also played
part in how things are right now"

Him:"yeah yeah,here comes your man"



We both got out of the car...

Me:"what's going on"?

Bae:"Polo please take our luggage to the jet my man”

| looked at him with my arms folded,did he just
ignore me? Marc took our mini luggage and walked
away sash'yeka sijamelene. He pulled me close by
the waist...

Him:"everything is cool,we are going away from all of
this to enjoy our honeymoon neh”

Me:"who are those guys"?

Him:"they're not important right now,masambe u Mo
ume ngathi”

He kissed between my eyes sahamba hand-in-hand.
When we got there | hugged my brother then we
boarded ne king yam,after a few minutes Mo started



picking up the machine...and then it steadied. | got
up from my own couch and went to sit with him,|
took his tablet from his hand and put it on the small
cabinet-like shelf and actually sat on his lap

Him:"aw babe,bendisathumela an important
message’

Me:"is it important ukodlula mna"?
Him:"no"

Me:"good,now remove your hand"
Him:"mmh,sew'qala kwa ngoku"

Me:"l told you,you owe me,now is the perfect time to
redeem your debt"

Him:"yes ma'am”

| lowered my head,my lips met his lips. We kissed.
We kissed,and kissed and then we made out right on
that couch. | felt like he was punishing me for
umlambisa kangaka,his kisses were seductively wet



and he dragged them from the neck to the lips
making me gasp for breath inbetween moans,sighs
and groans. He grabbed my behind and pulled me
closer as he sucked my tongue in..just as our blood
was hot and flowing | pushed him back
ndamncumela,got up and went the mini bar fridge...
Needed water,this jet was somehow getting hotter
and hotter :v xand'buya wavela wahleka

Him:"l paid my dept,now you owe me"

Me:"phola,when | repay you.you will beg to be
indebted to me forever”

| just went over and cuddled on him until Mo said
sifikile,hours later. | got up stretched and headed
towards the exit ndaphuma. He followed with our
luggage,a car was already waiting for us sangena
went to this secluded vintage white house that
looked very old on the outside but when we walked it
had a very stylish royal presence... A porter took our
luggage and lead us to our room and it took my



breath away it was elegant..massive and beautiful. |
went to the window,the sun was coming out at the
horizons of a peaceful beautiful island beach oko
ndincumile as he tipped the porter,locked door and
came behind me

Me:"baby this is beautiful”

He kissed the back of my neck

Him:"asoze ifike kuwe"

| turned and kissed him,we kissed for a while before
he lifted me up and put me on the bed,he took his
time kissing from my lips,neck and down until he
had to strip me naked still kissing my entire body yet
giving attention to those sensitive delicate areas.

Him:"I'm sooo going to enjoy this payback”

Me:"mmmh”



Wahleka and got up,| opened my eyes ndamjonga

(' he took the phone and ordered breakfast coz we
flew throughout the night, | was sure there'll be a big
wet spot on my underwear but ndaz'cenga and sat
up,crossing my legs after | took his tab and took
nude selfies. He came back wakhulula i vest safota

Me:"what did you order™?
Him:"full english breakfast and champagne”

Me:"make another order,| want whipped
cream,melted chocolate and a punnet of
strawberries”

Him:"isn't that supposed to be some sort of dessert"?
Me:"says who"?

Him:"l don't know ndiyabuza nam nje"

Me:"babe pick up the phone and order”

Him:"you're bullying me right now"

Me:"payback for getting me wet and leaving me



hanging"

He bit my shoulder and called the kitchen,l was
tempted to call anyone at home and ask about my
kids. | missed them,l usually normally see them
every day before | go to bed and before | leave for
work. He saw me dialing and took the phone away
from me

Him:"ha.a babe,we agreed not to do that"
Me:"but | miss my babies Ntando"

Him:"l miss them too but we're not calling them"

| sulked,then we heard a knock waphakama and
went to get the food. | took a gown and draped it
around my body ggiba kwethu satya sancokola

Me:"so how long do | have you all to myself"?

Him:"how long do you want to have me"?



Me:"haha uyayaz nje,just gimme the timeframe”
Him:"a week or two,if you're enjoying yourself"
Me:"its not about me but us”

Him:"I've been here before ndfuna wena wonwabe"
Me:"we could go on and on around this you know"

Him:"ok ke babe sohlala as long as we want to"

We ate the breakfast finish then he went to bed
while | tidied up the plates,then | took the whipped
cream and associates to bed and squatted on
him,drippled the melted choc from his bottom lip
down to his navel he wasn't smiling but | could feel
the heat. | dipped the strawberries into the cream
and positioned each exactly on the chocolate base

| removed the gown,tossed it aside and started
eating my dessert from the bottom all the way up to
his lips. | teased him with bites here and there,not
really kissing him



Him:"baby"
Me:"ssshhh"

| continued with what | was doing,my mistake was to
put the bowl on the bedside table...he saw an
opportunity and turned us around,l was battling him
laughing until | couldn't anymore | gave up.

Him:"uzoyazi i torture baby"
Me:"ah babe,you're spoiling the fun now"

Him:"fun? Baby you're killing me here"

Before | could answer he stuffed my mouth with
creamed strawberry.
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| almost choked on that berry coz | was laughing...he
smothered my boobies with the cream then he



added the chocolate and then lastly he licked it off.
Slowly. I couldn't help but squirm when he bit,sucked
and pulled my nipples... He took satisfaction from
that and punished me more by taking his time until
he finished the cream. My eyes were closed until |
felt something like sticky liquid on my mound |
opened my eyes and saw him pouring the melted
chocolate delicantly on me,he placed the remaining
strawberries on the chocolate and ate them off my
body. In a matter of minutes | felt his tongue groping
in my mound,digging for the chocolate that sunk in
there | opened wide for him to go deeper as | bucked
and gasped for air | pulled the sheets on one side,the
other hand pushed his head to reach the depths of
my cookie jar. He abruptly stopped wand’jonga

Me:"baby pl- please”
Him:"hm"?
Me:"l wanna feel you inside”

Him:"you have to learn to chill”



With that he came up to my lips,kissed me for a
while then | felt him going deep inside of me. The
way he was so good with this | had my nails clawed
deep into his flesh...

He had me saying things | know | wouldn't say even
when | am drunk,made me do things I've done before,
things | never thought I'd find myself doing... | was
going crazy over this nigqga all over again. He made
real love to me,slow motion,got me thinking and
believing there's no greater love outhere besides the
one I'm getting.

We spent a week indoors doing everything and
anything newlyweds would do then the following
week we either went out for a walk on the
beach,went sight seeing or just went for a swim and
took picture whilst at it. We even had our own lil
braai at the beach on our second to the last day in
the evening...



| saw an opportunity to ask him about utata ka
Gudda right after sigqibotya,just chilling on camp
chairs sipping on champagne

Me:"my love"

Him:"sthandwa sam”

Me:"akhonto ubawela und'balisela yona"?
Him:"nothing in particular,why do you ask"?

Me:"there's something you or ta Bongs are not telling
me. Why does he hate you so much"?

Him:"l don't know baby"
Me:"nyhani mfethu"
Him:"umfo wenu ngu Gudda not me"

Me:"argh cummon now don't try to change the
subject”

Him:"but baby | wasn't’
Me:"khandjonge’



Wand'jonga wahleka...

Me:"l've been around for a while so ndiyamazi umntu
oxokayo no phosisayo babe"

Him:"is there supposed to be a difference between
those words"?

Me:"l can see uyaxoka right now,please just tell me
the truth babe"

Him:"do we have to talk about him on our
honeymoon though™?

Me:"no we don't have to,but we already have so pls
dont dodge the question”

He channeled the fire,sending sparks up into the sky

Him:"your dad and | know each other from a lifetime

ago

Me:"know each other from where"?



Him:"around"

| stopped eating ndamjonga

Me:"sundenza muncu mfethu"
Him:"again,umfo wenu ngu Gudda,not mna baby"
Me:"nazanaphi no Bong'nkosi Ntando"

Him:"babe can we not talk about this here,now?
Please"

Me:"then tonight you better book yourself into
another room"

Him:"that's unfair"

| got up and walked towards the house but stopped
after a few steps away from him

Me:"you know what's unfair? You. Making me believe
we are through with keeping secrets from each other



yet you can even lie about this to my face. Makes
me wonder what other lies have | been fed"

Ndamshiya apho. | knew very well that this was an
unneccessary tantrum but | wanted to know the
truth and | had no other plan but this one. | had a
feeling that he was keeping a secret from
me,judging by the way he dodged the question,after
a few seconds | heard his footsteps behind me
wandfumana and stopped me wema phamb'’kwam

Me:"khand'yeke Ntando"

Him:"I'll tell you"

| folded my arms ndamjonga

Him:"ta Bongs ngu tata ka Anelisa”

Me:"Anelisa? Anelisa waphi"?

Him:"Anelisa,nama ka Sino"



My eyes almost popped out of their sockets,my jaw
dropped...

Me:"l don't believe you"
Him:"'ndthetha inyani"
Me:"okay,but how did you get into the picture"?

Him:"when he was first arrested back then waye
waphuma after 10 years | think,then he committed
another offence while he was still on parole
wabuyela ngaphakathi. By the time | started dating
Anelisa he was already back in there,6 years later
weva ba Anelisa is pregnant and umithiswe ndim
wavuya coz bendingavelanga ba I'm also what he is
so | guess he found comfort in knowing his daughter
found a decent man"”

Me:"say it,gangsta”
Him:"yes that"



| chuckled...so he can't even say he's a gangsta now?

Him:"so after alot of fights and all those messy stuff
| went through with his daughter sohlukana wabe u
ta Bongs wayefuna ndimtshate umtanakhe and that
was impossible. Our relationship had turned toxic"

Me:"how did he find out about the breakup"?
Him:"Gudda"

Me:"why am | not surprised”

Him:"yeah so yilo way ke"

Me:"and now you are with me maybe he thinks you
will break my heart like you did his other daughter”

Him:"she was never hearubroken,u Anelisa wayesele
esenza unothanda in this relation wa worse kengok
when she befriended Chuma bafuna und'tshisa
nendlu”

| took a moment to digest all of this...



Me:"so you are telling me that | share a father with
your baby mama,that | just got married my half-
sisters ex boyfriend, and that I'm actually umakazi ka
Sino"?

Him:"...yeap"

| found a rock and sat down...

Me:"this explains your reaction that day | told you
about him"

Him:"thought you didn't notice"

Me:"you should have told me,even if
ibingazotshintshanto but still. You should have told

me
Him:"l thought uzode akuxelele ngokwakhe"

Me:"we're in a relationship, | would like you to trust
me enough to tell me anything. | hate having to dig
and beg for you to be open and be honest about
anything and everything. Especially if it involves
either one of us"



Him:"babe | expected your dad to tell you
ngokwakhe,but I'm sorry | never told you sooner"

Me:"kay"

This made me think,there's probably a good chance
abantwana balendoda bathe saaa phandl'apha
abazani into ezokwenzeka bazozalisana gha coz
nathi no Anelisa asazani ba singabomntu omnye.
Well | know now.

| got up...

Me:"should we go inside"?

Him:"lets take a walk on the beach"

He reached for my hand sahamba in silence for a
couple of minutes

Me:"you never told me anything about your father,
infact you never talk about him"



Him:"there's not much to talk about”
Me:"uyamazi'?

Him:"vividly yes”

Me:"ooh...atleast you know ayingo Bong'nkosi”

Him:"nah ayinguye,even if ibinguye besophela sigina
enyaleni”

| looked at him :v | couldn't contain my laughter :p

Him:"nyhani fondin,aba jikwa ndawo abantwana mos
so bekungazobakho reason for us to breakup
sesizele"

Me:"what a taboo"!

Him:"speaking of abantwana, am expecting triplets
nine months from now"

Me:"triplets? From where"?
Him:"from you,boys only"

Me:"uselishweni ntwana yam that's not happening



anytime soon"

Him:"haibo fondin ndsebenze kangaka this past
week"

Me:"ubusenza abantwana kanti? | thought you were
just showing your wife a good time"

Him:"that too"

Me:"well its still too early babe,Uba and Uve still
need my time,love and undivided attention’

Him:"you know thats the smartest way of telling me
you're on birth control”

Me:"you're a smart man. One other thing | wanted to
discuss with you"

Him:"as long as it won't have us arguing like
maniacs”

Me:"it shouldn't... | was thinking,we should open a
trust fund for the boys AND I think now I'm ready to
go into the business | once spoke about”

Him:"what about work"?

Me:"internship iyaphela in two weeks,but even if



ndiye ndageshwa pha | still want something of my

own
Him:"so you basically need funding"?
Me:"'something like that"

Him:"okay,here's what we will do. When we return
home you will conduct a research on what business
you really wanna get into,make a business plan and
lastly draw up a business proposal for me to look at”

Me:"okay,thank you"

Him:"trust fund send'benzele bonke,I'm busy saving
imali yabo yofunda ngoku”

Me:"ooh,okay"

Him:"but | wanted us to upgrade our cars this
December”

Me:"l love my car just as it is,if you wanna upgrade
me then buy me a Range too. As my second car”

Him:"a Range™?

Me:"yep,or undiphe la Range yakho ise Joburg. The
drop top"



Him:"uthanda i Range or kuba iyi coup babe"?
Me:"both babe”

Him:"alright,zok'khangelela eyakho when | return to
the Capeg but it won't be black”

Me:"nah,l want red or white"

Him:"mmkay"”

We walked back to the house, washed our feet and
got in bed.
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We spent one more day then sagoduka,l really
missed my sons. When we landed,one of his guys
had already been waiting for us so we got in the car
and were taken home. Safika kuthe nkcwee ngathi
akho bantu,l left him esakhupha impahla ndaya
emnyango,it was locked. He also came to the door
wand’jonga



Him:"don't you have a spare key"?
Me:"l do,singaphakathi”
Him:"yho"

He called someone

| called Fats,her phone didn't even ring. | called
mama ka Ntando yakhala yodwa and then hit VM,|
looked at Ntando until waggiba uthetha on the
phone.

Me:"okay,where's everyone"?

Him:"we've been gone for two weeks babe abantu
bagodukile”

Me:"oh? Abantwana bam bona babephi
kulomgoduko kengok"?

Him:"uzofa umncinci yaz babe,breath”

Me:"hay man Ntando,how can | breath xand'fikela
endlini ekhal'umoya"?



Him:"see what | mean? Uzokhula grey hairs soon"

Me:"okay okay. I'm calm,now pls tell me you know
where my kids are”

Him:"bahambe no makhulu”
Me:"heee | just called her akay'bambi i phone”

Him:"inoba kungok' bend'thetha naye. We also have
to get going”

Me:"siyaphi kanene"?
Him:"siya eMonti"

Me:"oh okay"

He turned and returned to the car,ndashyeka
ndinyoshoza emva kwakhe. The guy drove to eZwide
wohlika leaving Ntando to drive :0

Me:"sooo we're driving to East London baby"?
Him:"yep"
Me:"oh-kay"



| kinda dozed off half of the drive,only woke up at a
garage ndayothenga amanzi coz bekushushu lawei
on top of that lendoda yadlala i jazz.

Me:"baby nd'lambile mna"

Him:"ufuna utya ntoni sthandwa sam"?
Me:"anything as long as it is food"
Him:"okay,just wait a few more minutes”

Me:"kay"

| took his tablet and browsed the net,| was bored
okay. Usually we use flight almost everywhere,this
was new to me...

Him:"uthen™
Me:"I'm hungry and bored”
Him:"nyamezela"

Me:"l don't have a choice nje"



He looked at me and smiled waghuba until we got to
Nandos wayomisa kwi parking area tjo ndakhe
ndaphuma and stretched my arms and legs then we
walked in,| ordered quarter chicken for the both of us
sahlala satya.

Him:"buthathe ileave engakanani"?

Me:"iyaphela next week,then | work one last week
pha kuphele i internship”

Him:"mmh"”

Me:"why do | get a feeling ba sizohlala apha babe”
Him:"not indefinately”

Me:"okay for how long"?

Him:"andaz' sizova ngo makhulu”

Me:"sizova ngo makhulu? Okay"

Him:"ikhona enyinto esizoyenza that might take
time"



Me:"yinton yona™?

He kept quiet and ate his meal...

Me:"babe”
Him:"okay listen carefully I'll explain this to you"
Me:"...oh-kay"

Him:"traditionally neh,after getting married you're
supposed to be welcomed ekhaya as umakoti
unxityiswe amadakhi,utye utsiki unxibe ne black
doek”

Me:"summarize babe"

Him:"okay,uyonxityiswa ke. Take it as a second
wedding"

Me:"as in the makoti thing you just spoke about"?
Him:"yeah"
Me:"oh"

Him:"masitye s’hambe I still have to pick up a couple



of things ezifunwa ngumakhulu®

Me:"okay"

We ate finish then sahamba... In the car we were
silent,he was thinking his own stuff and | was
thinking my own. Until | snapped...

Me:"baby"!
Him:"hm"?

Me:"so | am going to wear a black doek? And what
else? How long am | supposed to wear these things"?

Wand'jonga wahleka...

Me:"cummon baby"
Him:"you'll see’
Me:"please mfondin”

Him:"Kalok and'yaz mna baby,uzubuze umakhulu



when we get to the house”

Me:"kay"

Again we drove in silence :( this thing got me worried.
| didn't want to stay here more than | am required but
| didn't wanna be the unruly bride. As much as |
didn't know much about this whole thing,l was
curious and wanted to do it to my utmost best not
only because | have to please my inlaws but because
| know | want to learn about my culture too,l want my
husband to be proud and glad of his decision and
most importantly | will be taught on how to be a real
wife to my husband. We drove to an African

boutique

Him:"aw'fun'kohlika”
Me:"sizothini apha k'qala”
Him:"sizothatha impahla zakho"

Me:"ooh nyhan? Nd'yafuna”



We both got out and went inside,kuyo yonke
lehambo yethu | was wearing a mint summer dress
that reached just above the knee with sandals. We
walked inside,an African guy who introduced himself
as lke gave us our package,l saw a blue one piece
dress eyenziwe ngamajar'mani at the corner ndaya
kuyo. It looked beautiful,modern yet with that
traditional feel.

Him:"you want"?
Me:"l don't know about wanting but | like"

Him:"its beautiful don't you wanna try it on? Maybe
you will want it"

Me:"neh?"

He asked for my size Ike went to fetch it from the
store room then showed me the fitting room | went
in ndanxiba,it really was beautiful. Especially on me
now. | came out to show tatakhe,the smile that crept
onto his face said it all.



Me:"you like™?

Wancuma,lke came to put a matching doek on my
head. Damn,| killed it! One look at my husband
confirmed what | was feeling

Him:"l love"

Me:"uzand'thengela"?

Him:"you feel comfortable in it"?

Me:"very much so... | don't wanna take it off :'("

Him:"hah! Just now you were sceptical about these
things"

Me:"eshe,uzama uzenza juicy ngam kengok?
Uzand'thengela ne babe wam"?

He looked at lke



Him:"we're taking this"

lke:"no be problem ma broda”

| couldn't control my smile,| went to change ndabuya
ndanika u Ike he packaged it and gave us,Ntando
paid sahamba. | couldn't understand why | never
looked at such clothing before :p

Me:"so where are we going to right now"?
Him:"I'm not sure,siyephi between Spar and PnP?"
Me:"are we buying groceries"?

Him:"just cereals zabantwana kuthwa z'phelile’
Me:"l think SPAR will be fine"

Him:"kay"

We drove to Spar,sayothenga ezizinto ebez'xela,l
also added a few items | needed ne choki :p



Me:"babe abantwana sobaphathelani?”

Him:"nguwe umama,you should know"

Utsho kuban? | took everything | could put my hands
on thinking uzonganda but he didn't then sagoduka
straight after that. When we got there, there were
people... | mean,a lot of people kugcwele nje
ngumntu kula yard. Okay | got a lil intimidated
kengok...

Me:"you never told me you have such a big family”

Him:"family friends,extended family members who
couldn't attend our white wedding and our
neighbours who couldn't afford to go to PE"

Me:"so all these people came here because of
okukunxityiswa kwam"?

Him:"you can call it a traditional wedding"

Again | looked outside...the women were



ululating,singing pure Xhosa song, they were
celebrating. | tooka deep breath before we left the
car...

Him:"you need to chill”
Me:"awazi indlela endoyika ngayo babe"

Him:"come gimme a kiss before s'/phume,might
never get a chance”

Well | wanted to be kissed,| knew I'll be calm after lo
kiss. We kissed for close to thirty seconds then
sohlika,some kids came running bezophatha oo
plastic,some women who were also singing and
dancing came to me bandisa e flattin' :0 sad part
yayo yonke lento all my phones were with Ntando so
| couldn't text him ndimbuze kwenzeka ntoni ngoku
or why ndizobekwa kule flat. Someone who looked
exactly like his mom walked in with that bag we
went to fetch ku lke,| was then told to undress
ndanikwa impahla from that bag ndanxiba,after that
they fastened a scarf around my waist bend'xelela



ba what it means,then a towel across my upper body
then ixakatho on my shouldes lastly bandijikelisa.
Then they said | should sit on the floor kwi khuko
until late then they took me to the main house apho
ndiyalwe khona. There was one woman who said
something | couldn't believe would come out of an
elderly woman :p

Her:"indoda ayilanjiswa ke makoti,akukhathaliseki
nokuba nixabene kwaghuma uthuli kodwa indoda
mayifumane ukutya kwayo apha endlini"

| found that very sensible...until she continued :0 :p

Her:"funeka umphekele atye amunce iintupha
mtanam,naxa umnika okwase kamereni ukutya
umnike ade afune nohamb'ekhangela i glue
yoz'ncamathelisa kuwe"

Hay ndahleka kengok :v but | made sure andivakali.



Her:"enyinto nina bantu batsha nicing'ba indoda
iyabotshelelwa,mtanam, uNtando ndiyamzala,ndingu
ninakazi. Ndiyamaz' umtanam ulunge xa elele
uwathanda ukufa amankazana. Ungakulinge kewena
ulegeke emva kwakhe,apha koo Jojo oo Z'khali
ooTiyeka sazi wena molokazana. Futhi ke sizo jonga
kuwe naxa uphela umzi wakho okanye xa sibona
umtana wethu ehebuka namadikazi phandl'apha”

Alot of them said alot of things,| was given my new
name :D Luthando. Even coming to that was a battle
:( one woman suggested | be called
Nobandla,another said
Amandisa,Nosakhe,Nolukholo,Nobuhle :'( | wouldn't
have minded Buhle hay with the 'no’ infront. But
omny'utata suggested Luthando and gave reasons
then kwavunywa. After all of that kwathiwa | should
go and make tea for everyone ndayoyenza

That night Ntando sent my hand bag my luggage



was already here,We texted throughout the night oko
end'cenga wanting to know my name andamxelela
tu. | was finally genuinly happy coz | got to sleep
with my sons

Following morning | woke up and went to make
tea,then | made breakfast then started preparing for
lunch. Ntando walked into the kitchen while | was
preparing lunch,he came up and kissed my cheek

Me:"hey stranger”

Him:"Luthando wam"

| blushed *_*

Me:"eshe uxelelwe nguban"?

Him:"makazi. You're glowing kwezimpahla yaz
babe.Ubutyile?"

Me:"yep”



Him:"mmh,Let me leave you before I'm chased out"

Me:"akho nalo kiss'nyana kengok"?

He first stole a look outside then kissed me.
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Spent my last week of leave with the inlaws,Ntando
had to go back to the Cape so he left me and my
kids behind. | emailed my boss ba andizokwaz'
ubuyela espan for the lastweek of our internship.
After one month | heard ba bathathiwe
abany'abantwana ebend'phangela nabo,as much as
it hurt | knew very well that there was nothing | could
do about it now. On the second month ndihleli
eMonti,on just another casual day as | was busy
researching my new business ventures and drafting
a business proposal for the "sponsor’ | recieved a
call from Faith -_- you know, when some people call
you and you just know its either drama or total
bullshit! After a couple of rings | decided to pick the
call up



Me:"Mrs Titus"

Her:"hey,unjan sisi"

Thank God she didn't act all diva on me for taking
my time to pick up her call coz bendizom'lungisa
namhlanje

Me:"I'm okay. Wena?"

Her:"I'm good,| wanted to congratulate you on your
nuptials”

Me:"oh-kay"

Her:"and since we were not invited,l'd like to do
something for you. Maybe take you shopping I'm
sure you're going to need change of clothes now
that you're on a new and exciting journey of life"

Me:"you want to take me shopping"?

Her:"ewe why do you sound surprised"?



Me:"just so we're clear,you and your family weren't
invited on purpose”

Her:"I'm well aware of that thank you"

Me:"good atleast we're on the same page,now on the
shopping thing...thank you for the offer but no
thanks I'm sorted”

Her:"come on S’bongile,when will you accept that
we're family? That I'm your aunt? I'm trying here
Please’

Me:"l don't want to be indebted to anyone,so please
keep your money to yourself or go find homeless
kids to sponsor ndi sorted mna"“

Her:"andyazi uba funeka senze njani to
accommodate you,make you feel like part of the
family that you already are”

Me:"oh good Lord,who said | wanted to be
accommodated by anyone from your family"?

She kept quiet for a sec...

| waited for her,ready!



Her:"Sibongile"
Me:"ndisengu Trina"
Her:"Sibongile”
Me:"Faith"

Her:"please. | know | was never your fan nor am |
your favourite person”

Me:"okay"

Her:"but | still want to build a relationship with you
coz I'm your aunt. | know aw'funi nto idibene
notatakho but that doesn't mean you should isolate
all of us. You might not need us now,but life has its
own ways of humbling a person. Inyawo alina
mpumlo sisi Trust me,l know. | am not tryna
blackmail you into liking or accepting us,but
ndikuxelela into endiyaziyo"

Now was my turn to be quiet...



Her:"if going shopping with me is too much then can
we atleast go out maybe grab a coffee or lunch. |
can come to PE akhongxaki...akhonto ndiy'funayo
besides having a relationship with you gha”

| took a deep breath...

Me:"we can do lunch. Tomorrow,and I'm in East
London so there's no need to go to PE"

Her:"oh thank you so much. Pls think this through
then text me time and place noba ku ksasa"

Me:"okay"
Her:"alright ke bye"
Me:"sharp”

After hanging up | realized that maybe | might have
been acting snobbish somehow...maybe she is right.
We don't know what life will bring k'sasa,we just live
by grace. | exhaled and continued with what | was



doing until Ntando called me, yet another
disturbance so | picked up the call and started
packing my things coz | knew andizophinda ndibene
chance kuzofuneka ndipheke i supper

Me:"tatakhe"
Him:"tjo and'sakukhumbuli fondin"
Me:"shame”
Him:"s'

Me:"mh"?

thandwa sam"

Him:"aw'fun’ ubuya ngoku"?

Me:"wouldn't make no difference,use Kapa wena
mna nd'zobe nd'buyela eBhayi remember"?

Him:"so aw'baweli nokuza apha kum even if its just
one week nje"?

Me:"ay'kapheli i three months mtshanam”

Him:"why do | feel like ndim lo ukhumbula wena,and
not the other way round"?



Me:"hahaha just because | didn't say | missed you
doesn't mean | don't’

Him:"kalok itsho nam ndikuve ba uyand'’khumbula
fondin"

Me:"aw'sanditefeli tata ka Sino"
Him:"ndithini ke baby,awu understand wena yaz"

Me:"l understand very well kanti coz | also miss my
own cars,and house. My own space”

Him:"that don't mean uyand'’khumbula though,more
especially when you mention your material things”

Me:"you know I love you right”

Him:"l do?"

Me:"heeee,bakwenze nton' love kule Kapa"?
Him:"oobani"?

Me:"aba bantu ukubo,kuthen' ngok' awayazi noba
ndiyak'thanda"?

Him:"it's been a while since | heard you say that
word"



Uqgale nini utefa uNtando bethuna :/

| got up,locked my room and went to start with
supper preparations while talking to him on the
phone

Me:"baby"
Him:"hm"

Me:"l know you're probably lying on your back in your
apartment and you wanna have a nice chat with your
wife. That's cute,but can | call you later? | have to
cook now"

Him:"can't you multitask though"?

Me:"| misplaced my bluetooth earpiece and | lent
umama my headsets ebezomamela i radio”

Him:"you're just dismissing me"
Me:"l love you vha"

Him:"mmh"



| hung up.

| missed him so much but | had gotten used to it, for
a long time during our dating period we spent
months apart and to be accurate we only spent more
time together once we got pregnant and engaged.
All of that made me strong, and to make things easy
for me | had the most amazing mother-in-law and a
bunch of cheerful kids to brighten my gloomy days. |
started with supper... Sino walked in and sat on the
high stool

Her:"mama"
Me:"baby"
Her:"can we talk,please’

| closed the lid and went to sit opposite her

Me:"okay I'm all ears”



Her:"okay so Owe and | were wondering if we could
go live with you™?

Me:"you mean for holidays right"?

Her:"no | mean permanently. Sifunde phaya e Port
Elizabeth”

Me:"permanently you say? May | ask why"?

Her:"we would just like to stay with you and the
twins, maybe we'll even get to see daddy more
often”

Me:"Oh'kay...but umakhulu uzosh'yeka nabani"?

Her:"we'll come and visit her kaloku mama"

Ndathula and continued peeling veggies... | was just
thinking coz ndiyamaz' uNtando akazovuma lonto.
Well,atleast | was hoping angavumi coz | didn't
wanna live with all the kids indefinitely as yet.
Holidays are fun, but not the permanent situation
when | still had the twins to nurture and my
upcoming businesses to get off the ground. This
was not going to end well...let alone work for me.



Me:"okay,gimme some time to talk to your dad about
it"

Her:"okay "

She went outside wayodlala. | cooked
ndagqiba,dished up for everyone and served. When
we were done | collected and washed the
dishes,when | was done | turned off the lights and
went passed the lounge to my room ndabizwa
ngumama xand' dlula

Her:"ngomso ndiya e Matatiele,ndizohlala iveki pha"
Me:"oh okay,akhonto imbi phofu™?

Her:"umzala wam ubhujelwe ngumyeni ebene
swekile"

Me:"shame,okay mama akhongxaki"

Her:"remember to lock the gate right after
abantwana bemkile you will open it again xabe buya”



Me:"okay"

Her:"alright ungayolala ke sisi"

lwent to my room fika abantwana bam bedlala nge
phone zam ndaz'thatha

Uve:"mama afona itatam"
Me:"come lets bath then we'll call daddy”
Uba:"baf mama"?

Me:"yes my prince,come bath with mama"

| undressed both of them nam then we went to bath
together. | let them play for a while then
saphuma,we lotioned and wore Pjs ndazama
ubalalisa

Uve:"itata Ube"

Me:"khaw'lale Uvelile"



Uve:"tatam”

He started sulking and even trying to cry,l took the
phone and dialed his father yakhala yodwa,l tried the
second and third phone without any luck

Me:"nana utata ulele"

Uba:"tatam mama"

Then one started crying :0 xandizomthuthuzela they
started crying together in a melodic unison -_-
soprano ne alto...at first | tried calming them down
but they were just going on and on ndabayeka.
Ndacima isibane ndalala mna ...

My phone rang...Ntando

Me:"babe"



Him:"hey | just saw your...wait,batheni abantwana
bekhala nje"

Me:"ubufunwa ngabo...khaw'thethe nabo"

| put the phone on loud speaker and put it between
them

Him:"Uvelile? Ubabalo"?

They didn't hear him,how could they? Bengxola
kangakaya already.

Me:"Nank' utata wenu kaloku thulani yho bafondini"
Him:"don't scorn my kids mfondin"

Me:"bayangxola Ntando"

Him:"obviously coz nawe aw'bathuthuzeli”
Uba:"tata"™?

Him:"my lord"



Uve:"apuya tata"

Him:"ufuna utata abuye wena"
Uba:"e.e puye itata Uba"
Uve:"hay yi tata Ube yena"
Uba:"tatam™?

Him:"ndoda"

Uve:"tatam"?

Him:"ndoda"

Yho -_- Really?

| drifted off besenza lonto...well for a few minutes
before one of them put the phone on my ear and
tried waking me up with a hot klap on my lips

Me:"mh.hm na maan nina"

Him:"hay hay"



| turned around and saw that they were slowly
drifting off to sleep,| covered them

Him:"usekhona"?

Me:"yeah bend'bombathisa’

Him:"mmh"

Me:"what were you doing when | called you"?
Him:"l was busy attending to a lil something"
Me:"yinton' yona kaloku"?

Him:"hay babe its business”

Me:"for your sake | hope its business nyhani babe"
Him:"uyakhweleta babe"

Me:"looking out for my assets ayikokhweleta babe
don't get that twisted"

Him:"boss lady man!”

Me:"how much time do you have? There's something
| wanna discuss with you"



Him:"I'm the boss,time is not an issue thetha mntu

wam

Me:"Sino wants to live with me,us,actually both of
them but kuze u Sino kum"”

Him:"as in bahlale nawe eBhayi"
Me:"thats what she said"
Him:"uth’ why befun'uhamba™?
Me:"and'mazi babe"

Him:"hay ay'zokwenzeka lonto,bazom’'shiya naban
umama kengok"?

YESHII:D :D

Me:"l don't know,but Sino spoke about visiting”

Him:"ha.a thats not gonna work babe,mxelele
nditsho"

Me:"kay,good night ke"

Him:"ubuthe sizoncokola babe late,ku late ngoku"



| swear | sighed :'( why did | say later? Ndozela blind
ngok'.

Me:"did | say that"?

Him:"uyaz'bona ke babe"

Me:"kay okay,lets talk”

Him:"very well,so tell me..what are you wearing"?
0.0 really though?

Me:"unfortunately for you I'm not wearing anything
appealing"

Him:"arg babe,ngewund' ghathile ke atleast”

p.
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We conversed for about an hour or so but | fell
asleep during our convo,l knew uzokhalaza ksasa



but bendimxelele I'm tired | needed my rest bo.
Following day | woke up and prepared for the school
children,makhulu left kwa early ndash'yeka
nabantwana bam. Sis Fats was back in Joburg coz
akho msebenzi okwangoku. During the day |
continued with my research for possible businesses
and their properties or rather possible locations in
and or around PE... | had three in mind now | had to
compile business plans and proposals for all three
of them. | called Ntando...

Him:"mamakhe"
Me:"hey,u right?"
Him:"ndi grand babe,wena"?

Me:"nam,l was wondering whether it would be
possible that you could ask one of your friends to
check availability of property in PE for me"

Him:"property for what now"?
Me:"for my business”

Him:"oh...what kinda property are we talking about"?



Me:"safe,yet easily accessable and it must be in
good health”

Him:"property in good health babe? How"?

Me:"yho | mean good condition san”

Him:"okay...I'll call you back with an answer later on’
Me:"thank you baby"

Him:"sharp”

We hung up

When | was done with all three business plans |
realised that | would need to go and learn certain
required skills for the second of the three business
ideas and | could only do that in June which would
give me enough time to focus on opening business
number one if Hubby decides to fund me phof. Past
10:00am | remembered | had promised Faith lunch
but then again bend'cingela nabantwana bangabuyi
kungekho bantu endlini so | called her,way' bamba
shame



Her:"hellow"

Me:"Faith hi,| was wondering if we can make it
brunch? Nd'cingela abantwana babuye ndingekho

Her:"whatever suits you sisi"
Me:"lets make it 11:30 to 12 at Grazia"

Her:"oh okay"
Me:"sharp”

| hung up and went to bath with my sons,we came
out,lotioned and then we all got dressed in navy
shorts; white sneakers,caps and matching vests. |
made snacks for the school kids then we left safika
sekhona she took one child as we hugged,a waitress
brought me the child feeder chairs fo