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IsleptpeacefullykesanamaybeitsbecauseIknew

hewashomeandsafeinsidetheselockeddoors:/

WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorninghewas

leaving

Me:"mmorning"

Him:"morning,I'llbebackintimeforourflightbabe

lalakuseearly"

Me:"you'renotserious...you'releavingusforsome

mission?Again?Yho"

Him:"babeplsdon'tdothat"

Me:"mxmNtando"

Igotupandwenttothebathroom,Icriedasmuchas

Ijustwantedtobrushmyteethandfacendaphuma



andhewasgoneo.OwhatwasIexpectinganyway.I

orderedfoodformeandmydaughter,Iwasn'teven

sureaboutSinomeetinghermomanymorenowcoz

wewerepracticallyindangerherenobakeumntu

uthihe'llprotectusuphingoku?

OurfoodcamebutIatealonecozSinowasstill

asleep.WhenIwasdoneIwenttobath,ogqiba

kwamndabukelaiTVitsnotlikeIhadanythingelse

todo.

WhileIwaswatchingTVmytabvibrated...Ipicked

up

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"youcanpacksolong"

Me:"kay"

Him:"andpls,don'tallowSinotogotoher

mom...unlessthey'llstayindoors"



Me:"mh"

Him:"sharp"

Me:"sho"

Isawthiscoming-_-

IcalledAnelisa

Her:"hello"

Me:"hi,there'sbeensomechangeofplans"

Her:"regarding"

Me:"yourdayoutwithSino"

Her:"oh,iyawanguNtandoandhistricksagain"

Me:"Ican'tlethercometoyouunless-"

Her:"youcan't?Heeeyhuzandoyiswe!Ngumntana

kabankantilosithethangayenabethuna?Hay

sanufunandiphambanekepls"

Me:"uphambenengoku!ListenuntilI'mfinishedthen

youcangoghettoIdon'tgiveadamn"!



Her:"heeehaykalokTri-"

Me:"khawmeplsman,tchi.Youcantseeherunless

youwillspendyourdayindoorsory'allwillbein

seriousdanger"

Wathula..

Me:"Anelisa"

Her:"I'mstillhere...whathasNtandodonenow"

Me:"thatisnoneofyourbusinesskedear,hoyale

ndikunikayona"

Her:"butkalokIhavetoknowwhatkindadanger

we'rein"

Me:"you'reonlyindangerwhenyou'reoutnotwhen

you'reinside,keepitthatwaykesisi"

Her:"canyouatleasttellmekehowdangerousitis"

Me:"Anelisa"



Her:"hi"

Me:"masingajikeleziisdalakaloknonoibegot

enoughproblemstodealwithandyoudon'thaveto

beoneofthem.Okay"?

Her:"oh...sorry"

Me:"sho"

Ihungup-_-andstartedpacking,Iwantedsomething

todistractmecozNtandowasreallygettingonmy

nervessomehowandIknewverywellndizoblaster

ifndikhendathulaandandenzanto.Ipacked,Sino

wokeupandIpreparedherforhermomthenIcalled

hersadibanaereceptionndabashiyaandwentback

tomyroomndafikandagqibezelalentobendiyenza.

AsIfinishedupandlayonthebedwatchingacrime

documentaryIheardthedooropening...hecameto

theroomandlaydownnexttome,hishandacross

mybodyanhisteethnibblingonmyearlobe.Ishook

himoff,didheobey?Nah.Heneverdoeswethu.



Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"utheningathiudikiwengumntuwakho"

Me:"khasukekumawzivaunxililewena"

Him:"haybabyI'mnotdrunk,I'mjusttipsy"

Me:"whateverthedifferenceis,pointisyou'remaking

menausea"

Him:"ooohokay...lemme...lemmejustgotothe

bathroomndixukuxekeloveneh"

Iwasn'tplanningonansweringhimkeyaz...

Hewenttothebathroom,camebackadundressed

theupperbodyandshoes,hecamebacktobed

wearingcamouflageshortsandonlythat...khubone

umntuabecuddlycuddlyubewenaungekhokulo

nto?IwassooonotinthemoodforthisPDAmostly

becausehehastimetogoandgetdrunkwithhis

mateswhilewe'reinthisbloodymesshecreatedno



Killa...ANDhehasnotimeforus...me!Tchinhaike

nyhanisisigezomosesisobamnafunekangoku

ndibenguloveydoveycozitsuitshimnow.

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"sthandwasaNtando"

Me:"please"

Him:"mh?Pleasentonilove"

Me:"I'mbeggingyou,getyourhandoffme"

Him:"haibondenzeninababe...awundifuni"?

Me:"ewe"

Him:"yhu!BekhewayivalentouThando?Uphikhona"

Me:"bumshiyephi"

Him:"bendimshiyenawe...uphiuThandobabe"

Me:"ukuAnelisamaanuThando"

Him:"ooh,Iloveyouyaz.DidItellyouthat?Yhoheh

babe,Iloveyouman,itslikeyoudon'tunderstand"



Ijustlefthimthereandwenttothebathroom,didmy

businessndabuyaandhewasonmyphone...talking

:onjalonje?Wancokolaumntuwonelathenhe

handedmethephone

Me:"low"

Him:"areyougrand"

Me:"sharpyou"

Him:"I'mokay...areyousureyou'reokay"?

OhuMarcuskeziNkosizamhe'llplaygangsta

detectiveonme.AllthistimeNtandoislookingat

me

Me:"how'smom"

Him:"momisgreat,she'soutlivingwithus.Don't

changethesubject"

Me:"ohthat'sgreat,Ican'twaittoseeher"



Him:"insurethefeelingImutual...myanswer"

Me:"I'msureboet"

Him:"okay,I'llseeyoutonight.Pleasebecarefuland

rememberI'mhereforyouokay"

Me:"Iknow,Iloveyou"

Him:"loveyoutooLilsis"

Ihungupandtookmysecondphoneandstarted

texting,okokeuNtandoencokolaandimhoyitu.

Hewasn'treallydrunk...true,hewastipsybutkeI

wasn'treallyinthemoodforhistipsinessnje.Helay

downandclosedhiseyes...maybenappingIdon't

know.IgotdressedintracksuitandsneakersthenI

lefthimndayaemall.Neededsomeairandanice

cream,Ididn'tgofarwethuIjustwenttosteersthen

backtotheroomndafikaelelendathathaiiphones

zakhethatwerejutlyingnexttohimandwent

througheachandeveryone...kalokI'mstilllooking

fordirtonChumamossoeverychanceIgetImust



useit.

NotthatIfoundanythingusefulexceptfor

messagesbetweenhimandhisguys...that'snoneof

mybusinessthoughIreadthemessageske:v:vLol

Iwasjustpassingtime.WhenIgotboreduwentto

wakehimup...threehourslater,atleastbythenhe'd

besobermos.

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"

Me:"khawvuketana"

Him:"yho"

Heturned,tookmyphoneandcheckedthetimethen

satup.
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Helookedatmewithhalf-openedeyesandsmiled...I

don'tknowhowhedoesthat,smilingatmerighta



minuteafterwakingupfromadrunkensleep.

Him:"awsemhle"

Me:"awsesober"

Helaughed,camecloser...Iduckedndamjongao.O

wothukaatmyact.

Him:"what"?

Me:"really?Youwannakissmebutyouhaven't

brushednorwashedorrinsedyourmouth"?

Him:"ohthat...yeah"

Hegotoffthebedandwenttothebathroom,his

phonerang:vnowwasmychancetoreturnthe

favorndayithathandasabela

Me:"Ranger"



Him:"Trina"?

Me:"sup"

Him:"yhofondin...Awnqabe,ugrand"

Me:"ndisharpwena"

Him:"moja...iphiking"

Me:"bathroom,message"

Him:"nah,I'llcallhimlater.Itsnothingurgent"

Hecamebackdryinghisface...helookedatme

chilledlawei...

Me:"okayI'lltellhim...noonsecondthoughts,Iwon't

tellhim."

Him:"hehehaibofondin"

Me:"I'mdeadserious"

Him:"why"

Me:"haytchinwhenhestartstheseconversations

withy'allasozendphindendimfumane"



Him:"hehfondindoyouknowhowimportantitisfor

ustofindhimwhenweneedhim"

Me:"Idon'tcare!KhonaAwnasisiyintonfondin"

:vI'veneverbeenthiscomfortablewiththisguy...I

don'tknowhowthishappened.

Him:"hahahayhoI'veneverimaginedyousaying

this,ingavuyaigrootmanxainokuvausitsho"

Me:"neh?"

Him:"lawei...he'salwaystellingushowweshould

respectyoublahblahblah"

Me:"hampaudeuthiblahblahblahawnantloni...

Tchini"

Helaughedevenmore...wethenhungup.Ntando

wasalreadyseatednexttomelisteningqha

ndizixeleleandizomnikatulephone.Icouldsmell

theLilbitoffreshness:DIlaymyheadleaningon



hisshoulderndacofalephoneyakhegoingthrough

everythinginsideit

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"whowereyoutalkingto"

Me:"Ranger"

Him:"oh...y'allarefriends?Ohwait,talkingonmy

phone?AmImissingsomethinghere"?

Me:"whenarewegoing"

Him:"intheevening"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"youhaven'tansweredme"

Me:"Idon'tplanto"

Him:"mmh,ungakhalikexandiyenza"

Me:"uzobeunyanzeliswayinton?CozIdohavevalid

reasons"



Wathula...

Idon'tknow...Ijustwantedtobeloved,attendedto,

takenintoconsideration,alotbutIknewIcouldn't

justsayitasitis.AllIcoulddowashopethathe'll

catchon,maybeunderstandhowIfeeleventhoughI

didn'tquiteexplainmyself.AnywayIgotupandwent

tomakegreenteaformyselfndabuyajustashelay

onhisbacklookingupwards...Isatbelowhim,my

legsspreadonbothhisthighsgqibandaphunga

Him:"wecan'tstayforlonginCT"

Me:"why"

Him:"we'reinbloodwarbaby...everystepisarisk"

Me:"yetuyakwazukheuyonxila"

Him:"wewerecelebratingourminivictory

babe...uyayaznaweidon'tusuallygetTHATtipsy

undernormalcircumstances"

Me:"THAAATtipsyneh?Mk.Ndithulemntwam"



Hecameforthandkissedmychin:vI'dliketo

believetheaimwasthelipskeqhawabhidwa

ngumkhondoumfomkhulu.WhenIwasdone,Ilay

downnexttohim,hesatup,removedmyclothesthen

leftmewithunderwearonlyhelayhisheadonmy

bump,bothhisarmsencirclingmybodyina

protectivemodeandhiswholebottombodywason

mine:v

Me:"baby,buthesihambawhattimekanene"

Him:"babe"

Me:"love"

Him:"please...justcloseyoureyesandimaginethe

freshestwaterfallsurroundedbychirpingbirdsand

beautifulflowers"

Me:"....oh"

Him:''you'llenjoyallofthis"

Me:''lemmetry"



:)

Iclosedmyeyesandimaginedthisbeautifulplace

withbeautifulalluringspringcolors,summerbirds

andfreshcleanshowersofwater...Istarted

relaxing,mybodybecameeasyandthisniggawas

snoringslightlycabauyaphindauyalala.Ididn'twake

up...hadnoenergyto,hewasbondingwithhisson

now...Icouldn'tfightthat.Itslikethosesacred

momentsyoucan'treallydisturbman.Ialsodrifted

off.

Jongaawnapictureucaphukakwamwhenmy

beautifulrestwasdisturbedbyaphonecall...worse

yeyam,notjustanyphonecallnguAnelisa.Yho

mtrinity!

Me:"mmh"?

Her:"hey...yousleeping"

Me:"funanibra"



Her:"sorry,Iwantedtoknowwhattimewillyouwant

Sino"

Ndakhendacimela...IshookNtando,helookedup

Me:"sihambawhattime"

Him:"evening,who'sthat"?

Ithoughtofatime...

Me:"pastsix"

Her:"ohokay...thanks"

Me:"sho"

Ihungup...babywaphakamaIjoinedhimbutIwent

tothebathroomfirstandhewaited,whenIcameout

hewentinIsatonthebedandorderedmyselfdecaf

cuppawithjamswissrollandwaitedfortheroom



service.Hecameoutandatethein-servicecookies

Him:"bawelainyama"

Me:"calltherestaurant"

Hecametositnexttome,kissedmylipswitha

seriousface...Ismiled,noIactuallygiggled.Hedidit

again:vhehadthisallseriousandintimidatinglookI

hadtolaughseriouslyIcouldn'tholdmyself,haibo

unjanilomfanakanti>_<

Him:"Ithinkyousaidsomethingearlier"

Me:"Idid"?

Him:"ubutheawsandfuni"

Me:"kakade"

Him:"ndenzeni"?

Me:"ifyouremembermesayingthatthenyoushould

rememberwhyIsaidit"



Hekissedmeagain...withmorepassionthis

time,haymntakadadandizisokolisimnaIkissedhim

back,whenhepulledbackIjustkeptfocusedand

lookedathim

Him:"soucingauthini"

Me:"umntuengamfuniumntuuyeathini"?

Him:"bayebohlukanekalok"

Me:"thensokwehlukananathikalok"

Him:"ooh...canIbringyouiPanadobabe?Ithinkyou

mighthaveaheadacheormaybeuqalwayiflu"

:v

:v

Me:"noI'mfine,southinikebabewam"

Him:"babeunayonjewenanobaincinciindawo

engekhorightncam"



Me:"babethat'saninsult"

Him:"noitsnot,itsanobservationmylove"

Ikissedhim,tenderlyanddemandinglyandhegave

inhisall...Ipushedhimonthebedandwekissed

evenmorewithoutbreakingtosayanything...the

wayhe'sbusyitshardtoconnectwithhimthese

days.IknewIhadtotellhim,cozIwasn'thappy...

Ibrokethekissandlookedathim...hiseyesreddish

Me:"youdon'thavetimeforme,Iknow...butplstryto

prioritize"

Him:"I'lltry,Ipromise"

Me:"Iwannaseeitnothearit"

Hekissedmylips...



Him:"Ipromise"

Me:"thankyou"

Yho...hayndamthandalomntumahn!Tchi:v!
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Hecalledtherestaurantandorderedsteakandribs

forbothofuswithmashandGreeksalad,thefood

cameandweindulged.

Me:"Imisshome"

Him:"we'llreturntomorrowevening"

Me:"sowe'reonlygoingtoCTforoneday"?

Him:"yes...there'ssomethingIgottadotherebeforeI

takeyoubacktoJo'burg"

Me:"youmeanyouwon'tbestayinginJo'burg"?

Heshookhishead...thatbummedmeabit.ButI



continuedeating.

Him:"plstellyourfriendtoreturnumntanafuneka

simgodusilebeforewego"

Me:"myfriend"?

Him:"anizofriendskanti"

Me:"eshe,yintonnababywaskewaneunnecessary

drama"

Him:"I'maskinganhonestquestionnjena...Okay

rephrase,callAnelisaaziseumntwana"

Me:"biyintonienzimakuqala"

Helookedatmeandchuckled,shakinghishead.We

continuedeatingwhileIcallhisbabymomma,Iwent

tomeethersameplaceImetherngokubendimnika

herchild,theyhuggedthenIwenttomyroomwith

Sino.Herfatherwasshoweringsowejustpacked

herownclothesandwenttositonthecouch.



Me:"howwasyourday"

Her:"weplayedgamesinherroom,calleduncle

Lwande"

Me:"mmh,Ithoughtyouweregonnagooutandhave

somefunthough"

Her:"shesaidthere'sanaccidentoutside"

Me:"ohshame,I'msorryhey"

Her:"butweplayedandatealotoficecream...don't

tellmakhulunehmama"

Me:"Iwon't,Ipromise"

Her:"thankyoumama"

:)

Him:"mararakatatakhe"

Shejumpedandrantohimscreaming:vIlovetheir

bondthough.InfactbondkaNtandonabantwana



bakhemantouchesmesomewheredeep...

Him:"howwasyourday"?

Her:"yhodaddyheee"

:vwahlekaandtheywenttotheothersidebancokola

asheworeaTee,healreadyhadtrousersonthen

babuya

Him:"babeMoisonhisway"

Me:"sisezosaumntanake"

Him:"Iknow,getdressedbabesihambe"

Me:"ooohitsholento"

WorsekeuNtandowhenhe'sbusyhe'sbusy...I

occupiedmyselfwithmyphoneuntilhalfway

throughtheflightwhenhecametositnexttome

andunpluggedtheheadsetsonmyears:)Ijust

smiledandlookedathim..Idon'tknowwhybutIjust

thirstedtokisshim.Ijustwantedtoholdhimclose



andsuckhimdry:vLolohsorry'iniwethu,okayback

ontrack,wekissednobabendabuyaumvawhenI

wasaLilcontent

Him:"uyand'bawisakodwaMamzangwa"

Me:"ngantoningokulovie"

Him:"uyayaznje"

Me:"babekodwawenaurongo"

Him:"ndenzenimntuwam"

Me:"whenwasthelasttimewemadelove?Ooh

okanyendidendacoldasSosowouldsayit"

Helaughed:vIwasserious...Lolno,Iwasplaying

serious.

Him:"youshouldn'tlistentoSosookoyazbabe"

Me:"hewassayingthetruthkeyaz"

Him:"butyouknowyou'renotcold,I'vejustbeen



busy"

Me:"toobusyforme"

Him:"nonolove,Icanneverbetoobusyforyou

sthandwasam"

Me:"words"

Wahlekaagain...

Him:"hey,ndisentweniaphakuweneh"?

Me:"uqheleubaqhathantanga"

Him:"okay...I'llmakethispromiseagain.Iwillmake

timeforyou.Ipromise,aslongasyouknowthat

whenIworkIwork..."

Me:"thoughtyouweregonnatellmesomething

fresh"

Him:"iyhooo!Heh"

:v

:v



Welandedandheadedhome...notyotheflatbutto

thehouse,leuIvorakuyo.WhenwearrivedthereI

wenttofreshenupgqibandalala:(mybabywas

tired,hecametositnexttomeandbrushedmyhair

outofmyface

Him:"you'resobeautiful,youknowthatright"

Me:"thanksforremindingme"

Him:"Icoulddothattilleternityandyou'dneverget

bored"

Me:"mmmh,uyaphibabe"

Him:"Iuhm,Ihavetogooutforafewminutes,geta

fewupdatesfromtheguysandsetthemontaskbut

IpromiseI'llbebackbeforeyouwakeup.

Me:"mmkay"

Hekissedmylipsandcoveredme

waphuma...ndalalacum.
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AfteracoupleofhoursWhilesleepingIswearI

heardvoicegoingaroundthehouse...butIheard

fromadistanceandmymindsaidI'mdreaming.

WhenIsmeltgasolineIjumpedoutofbed,wore

slippersandagownndafakatwoofmyphonesin

thepocketsleavingthetabonthebedndaphuma...

OnmywayapproachingthestairsIbumpedonto

ChumaandtosayIwasshockedwasan

understatement.

Me:"whatthehell?ChumaUfunaniapha?Who

openedforyou"?

JongaIwasstressingkengokcozitwasclearshe's

burningthehousedownorsomepartofthehouse

kecozIknowforsurehowtodifferentiatebetween

gassmellandpureoxygen.Tomakethingsworse

kalokChumaandAnelisahavethatstoryofalmost

burningdownumntanabantu,itsclearnowthatshe



wasthesamepersonwhoreallyorchestrated

everythingfromthebeginning.

Her:"sagagana!UphiuNtandotoprotectyounow?

Huh?Liphieligintsauthembelengalo"

Me:"seleligintsakuwengoku?Uphelelephiubaby"?

Her:"sozeayekeubanguyeubabywamuNtandobut

kukhoezidistractionszininiaphemacaleni"

Me:"distractions?Hewethu!Whatthehellareyou

doinghere?Whyisthehousesmellingofgas"?

Sheblurtedoutthatevil,satanic,irritatinghoelaugh...

Andheldherwaistinadominativewayrightatthe

topofthestairs,wewerejustafootapart.

Her:"ohyoutoocansmellthat?You'resmart,orat

leastIthoughtso"

Me:"Chuma"

Her:"we'renotfriends,don'tbefamiliarwithmy



name"

Me:"haveyougoneinsane"

Her:"youhaven'tseenhalfofit...pityyourmancan't

saveyou,yoursupermanleftyoualonethinking

you'resafe,right"

Me:"saveme"?

Wahleka...Iwasstartingtobecomenervousnow...

Her:"awmuncumanTrina"

Me:"youreallydohavesomeloosewiresstru'bob"

Her:"inamatterofminutesyouwillhavesomeloose

limbsmylove"

Me:"doesNtandoknowyou'rehere"

Her:"hedoesn'thaveto...but,soonhewill"

Me:"hayuyahlanyawena"

Her:"afterthismoment,you'llbehistory...sonana,you

bettertakeaverycarefulandsincerelookofyour



surroundingscozitsthelasttimeyou'reseeing

them"

Itookasteptowardsthestairswahleka,asshe

laughedIcouldsmellfirenow.Isawflamescoming

fromthekitchenandsmokethroughthelounge,I

wasabouttorunbacktofetchmythingsinthe

roomwhenshepulledmebythehoodofthegown....

.

.

.

Iwentrollingbackwardsdownfromthefirsttopto

thebottomofthestairs...afterthat,Iblackedout!

-

Ididn'tgainconsciousnessasyetorrightthen,butI

couldhearsounds,sirens,cars,footsteps,voices

thoughIcouldn'tmakeoutwhowaswho.Mythroat



wasdry,bendirhaxiwengumsiIswearcozthoughi

wassubconsciousmyheadwasspinningin

numerouscircles..mythroatwasanotherstory.

Iwastransportedtothehospital...thereceptionist

calledaportertorushmetotheemergencyroom

wheretheygavemenumerousinjectionsand

removedthedeadbabyfrommywomb.Ihadn'tfelt

thepainsofloosingthebabykeyaz...Iwashalf

conscioushalfunconsciousandthatmeantI

couldn'treallymakeoutwhereIwas,whatwas

happening.Icouldn'ttellanythingatthatpointand

mybrainwasmalfunctioninginsomeweirdway.

-

Doc:"erh,Nolu,plshelpmeIneedtoseefamilyofthe

newcasualtypatient"

Her:"there'saguyovertherewaitingtoseeher"

Doc:"ishetheonewhobroughtherhere"?

Her:"yesdoc,himandtwoothers"

Doc:"okay,letmetalktohim"



DoctorPhilwenttoMarcus...hereachedhimsame

timeasRangerdid.Marcusstoodupatattentionas

hesawthedoctorapproachinghim

Marc:"doc,issheawake?Howisthebaby"?

Doc:"excusemesir,howrelatedareyoutothe

patient"?

Marc:"she'smysister"

Doc:"ohplsfollowmesir,wehavesomethingto

discuss"

Ntando:"I'msureIalsohavetobepartofthat

discussion"

Theyhadalreadytakenafewsteps,whenhespoke

uptheyhaltedandturnedbacktolookathim.

Doc:"andwhoishe"?



Marc:"...just....lethimcome"

Theyfollowedeachothertothedoctorsofficeand

satdown...Ntandowaslikeavisitorinsomeone's

house,quietlikeachurchmouseyetrattledlikea

streetkid.

Doc:"okaygentleman,I'mdoctorPhilipandI'llbe

attendingtoyoursisterfromnowon"

Marc:"yousaidyouwantedtodiscusssomething"

Doc:"yes...there'ssomegoodnewsandbadnewsat

thesametime"

Ntando:"goodonesfirst"

Doc:"she'srecoveringandreactingprettygoodto

medication...bytomorrowmorningI'msureshe'llbe

awake"

Marc:"badnews"?

Doc:"ourpatientsufferedandlostagreatdealof

blood"



Ntando:"and"?

Doc:"duetotheseverefallshehadencounteredas

you'veperceivedorthought,shehaslostthebaby"

Ntando:"no"

Marc:"no...No"

Doc:"I'msosorry,therewasnothingwecoulddo.In

orderforhertostopbleedingwehadtoremovethe

foetusimmediately"

Theroomwassuddenlyfilledwithathickblanketof

grief,silenceandpain...Ntandowalkedoutofthe

officeandwalkedintomyroom.Hetouchedmy

handashesatdownonthechairnexttomine

walila..weepingnotcrying...Marcuswalkedinand

stoodbythedoor,thenturnedandleft,givingntando

achancetocryadeaxole.

Ididn'twakeup...ntandomusthavespentuptosix

hoursehlelinambutIdon'thavenotevenone

movement.Notevenliftingupmyfinger...an



indicationatleastthatI'mnotavegetablekaloku.

Haysanawancamawahamba,IwasleftwithMarcus,

nayelowowancamahehadtogoandfreshenup...

Rightacoupleofminutesafterhehadleft,Iwokeup

lookingaround,takinginandregisteringwhat

happened,whereIam...howIgottobehere....

Me:"Chuma"

Doc:"isthatyoursisterorfriend?Oryouwantusto

findherforyou"?

Ilookedathimandshookmyhead...Iaskedfor

waterIdrankthewholebottleandlaymyheadon

thepillow.RightthenIfeltanumbishpaininmy

wombItouchedmybelly,Ilookedatthedoctor,

touchedallovermystomachandhadpanicattacks

Me:"where....Is...My....Baby???Doctor?What...

Happened...to....my....baby"?



Doc:"calmdownmissSmith"

Me:"don'ttellmetocalmdownIwantmy

baby,whereishe?Whathaveyoudonetomybaby"?

Him:"missSmithplscalmdown...I'msosorry

ma'am,youlostyour-"

Uyasaziisikhalosentombiezothwalwangaphandle

kwemvumeyayo?Ihavenevercriedlikethatinmy

entirelife...Ikeptontouchingmebellyhopingtofeel

akickorsomething..somemovementofanysort

wouldhavebeenmuchappreciatedIsweartoGodI

neededtofeelhisheartbeatinginunisonwithmine...

Me:''doctorIwanttoseemybaby!Why?Whydidthis

havetohappentome?GodwhathaveIdone"?

IcouldsmellNtando'scolognebutIdidn'tsee

him...whenIturned,hewasabouttwofeetinreach,I

triedgettingoutofbedbutitwasn'taseasyasit

lookedlike:(Iwasstillcrying,managingasentence



inbetweenthosepainfullyheartfelttears

Me:"babyIwantmybaby!Tellthisguytobringme

mybaby...please"

Hecametohugme,yhohaikeyavulekaitap

yasekhayandagixaoko.WhenIwasabitcalmer...he

satnexttome,stillkeepingthehugclose

Him:"hey"

Me:"Iwanttoseemyson...please"

Him:"Idon'tthinkitwillbeagoodideababe"

Me:"Idon'tcare...Iwa-...Ica-ooohLordwhathaveI

doneforsuchpunishment?Huh"?

Hejustlaymyheadonhischestandallowedmeto

cry....Hewasalsocryinginasmartwaythough.
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Iwouldn'tsayIcriedenough,butIwastiredofcrying

forsure.Iremovedmyheadfromhischest/shoulder

andtookwateranddrank.Atleastnowisingqala

besiphelilekancinciIjustsatalone,numb...Ihad

nothingtosaybutIrememberedeverything.Iknew

everythingfromdetailtodetail.Ntandocamecloser

andsatnexttomeImovedbackupyothewall

wandijongaquizzically

Him:"babe...Canyourememberwhathappened"

Ilookeddeepintomyheartandsearchedforwhatto

tellhim.Ididn'twanthimtohateChumajust

becauseofwhatIwastotellhimandthatalone

broughtmetothisdecisionandconclusion...

Me:"no"

Him:"notevenonebit?WhenIleftyou,youwere

sleeping,howdidyoulandatthebottomofthe



stairs"?

Isattheremouthshut...OhLordbetterhelpChuma

cozIdidn'twantNtandotodealwithher,Iwantedto

dealwithhermyself.Iwantedhertobegme,I

wantedtohearherscream,Iwantedtoseeher

tears,Iwantedtofeelheragonysobadthatas

Ntandocontinuedspeaking,Icouldn'thearonebitof

whathewassaying,wellnotuntilhetouchedmy

handandIjumped...Lolbendothukileman.

Him:"areyouokay"?

Ndamjonga

Him:"I'msorry...wrongquestion.Ineedyouto

remembersomething...think"

Me:"Idon'twannathinkaboutit"

Him:"baby,youaretheonlypersonwhocantellus

whathappenedthere...pls"

Me:"allIcanthinkaboutrightnowismybaby,don't

youunderstandthat"?



MydoctorwalkedinwithMarcusandElizabethIjust

feltmorepain,heartachewhenIsawmorebrotherya

worsewhenhehuggedmeyhozavelazehla

iinyembeziandtheywereuncontrollablekengok.He

allowedmetocrythenNtandomovedsotheycould

sitdown...

Him:"howyoufeeling"

Me:"empty"

HelookedatNtando..

Him:"canyougiveusaminute"

Nayewavelawaphakamaandclosedthedoor...

Liz:"I'msosorry"

Me:"I'llbefine"



Him:"doyourememberanything"?

Me:"no"

Him:"plstry...didhedothis?Didyouguyshavea

fight"?

Me:"no"

Him:"nowhatTrinalique"

Liz:"Marcpls"

Me:"nowedidn'tfight,nohedidn'tdoanything,he

wasn'tthere"

Him:"whowas?Soyoudoknowsomething"

Iswallowed...

Me:"no"

Him:"ohcummonTeeIknowyou'relyingtomeright

now"

Me:"I'mnot...doc,Iwannarestpls"

Him:"really?Trinawhoareyouprotecting"?



me:"I'mnotprotectinganyone"

him:"thentellmethetruth"

IlookedatdoctorPhil

MydoctoraskedthemtoleavesoIcangetmyrest.

AssoonasIknewtheyweregoneIsearchedformy

phonesIdidn'tfindevenone:ocrap!!!

Ilayonthatbedorchestratingmy

plan,grieving,crying,askingmyselfalotofquestions

untilIfellasleep...andhadarepetitionofwhat

happened,nowinadreamndothukewhenthedoctor

shookmeup,Isatupandhuggedmykneescryingin

themostpainfulwayI'veeverycried.WhenIlostmy

momazangendikhalekanje,whenIcriedbecauseof

Ntandokwakungekhokanje,whenifeltthoseAUB

painskwakungekholikethis...evendescribingthis

wasamission,itwasaspainfulastheycome,my

heartwasshattered.Myconfidencewasshattered.

Mylovewastrampledon,mywomanhoodwastaken

awayfrommebyafellowwoman.Yhoheeeeee!The



doctorwastalking...Idon'tevenknowwhathewas

saying...

WhenIopenedmyeyes,snappingfromthedungeon

thatIwasin,Ntandowashere.Lookingatmeinthe

mostpainfulway,hewantedtotouchme,Ibacked

away

Him:"babe"

Me:"Iwannagohome"

Him:"you'llbedischargedlatertodaysihambe"

Me:"no,Iwannagobackhome.Jo'burg"

Him:"Iunderstandthatbutthedoctorsaidyouneed

toseesomeonetohelpyouwiththeloss"

Me:"Iwanttogohome,awuvandawninawena"?

Him:"okay,I'lltakeyouhomeonceyou'redischarged"

Me:"enkosi"

Him:"babe"



Me:"hm"

Him:"please,talktome.Helpmeout,Iknowyou

remembersomething,tellmewhathappened.Pls"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhathappened,canwechangethe

subject"

Him:"babypls"

Me:"hehNtando,Ijustlostmybabyandallyou

wannatalkaboutiswhathappened?Areyoufor

real?"

Him:"babyWEjustlostababyandIdon'tknow

how,mygutneverliessopls,talktome.Whodidthis?

Whowaswithyouinthehousewhenthishappened"?

Imumbled...

me:"youdidn'tloosenobaby"

him:"mmh"?

Ndathula....



Wazincamawathulahisheadbetweenhiskneesoko

ethecwaka,namndithecwaka.YouknowIblamed

him?Iblamedhimforeverything.Ifhehasn'tbeen

sosoftandunderstandingtowardshershewould've

knownherboundaries,shewould'vestayedaway

fromhisproperty,shewould'veknownshe'snot

welcomeinhishouse.Ifhedidn'ttreatherlikehe

did,thiswouldn'thavehappened.Youknowwhat?

ThemoreIthoughtaboutit,themoreIgot

angry,upset,furious...Iwantedtoscreamathim,I

wantedhimtofeelmypainthesamewayIwas

feelingitbutthishadtowait,Ineededtogethome

first.

***LateronthatDay***

Iwasdischarged,Marcwantedmetowithhim,I

refusedcozIwantedtotakemyclotheskwaNtando

andgobacktoJozicozIknowphayaI'llbealone

cozLukeisbusywithhisweddingpreparations.

Whenwereachedthehouse,Icouldstillsmellthe



smokebutitwascleanedexquisitelyshame...I

headedupstairsmyphoneswereallchargingnear

thebedside.Istartedpackingwangenaandsaton

thebed...

Me:"whattimeisthejetleaving"?

Him:"canweatleasttalk...please"

Me:"wecandothatinJo'burgoronthejet"

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"didyouseemysneakers"?

Wathula...healsostartedpackingafewclothes

ndamjonganjeemna.
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WhenIwasdoneIwenttotakeashowerandcame

out,woregreytracksuitwithtrainingshoesandacap



Me:"youhaven'ttoldmeizofikawhattimeijetyakho"

Him:"he'sherealreadybuthe'sstillcleaningit"

Me:"sosihambawhattime"

Him:"I'mwaitingforhiscallsizohamba"

Me:"kay"

AfterthatIwentdownstairsandtookoutcoldwater

ndasela...thekitchenwasn'tasbadasIthoughtit

wouldbe.Cometothinkofit,Ihadn'teatenanything

butIwasn'thungryatallIjustfeltemptyinside,I

didn'tevenhavewhattheycalllove...itallflushedout

whenmybabydied.OhmyGod...hereallydiedneh?I

wasn'treallydreaming,thiswasreallyhappeningand

nowIcannolongerbeamom!Iamnolonger

pregnant?Justasthesethoughtsrushedthrough

mybrain,Ifeltmykneesgoingweak...ndavelandehla

ngodongacrying.Itwassopainful.Iclutchedmy

stomachwithonehandastheotherhadabottleof

water.Icried.Iallowedmyselftocry...



HecamedownandaziwhenbutIfelthimhugging

me,Iwriggledmyselffreefromhimbuthehelda

firmandtightgripIgaveupandallowedhimto

consoleme.Hedidn'tmove,IwethisT-shirtwithmy

runnynoseandtearsofcozbuthedidn'tmovehe

keptmestillthenwhenIwastoningdownhepicked

meupwithbotharmsandthenhetookmetothe

couch,gavemeaboxoftissuesandmywaterthen

wahlalaethecwaka.Myphonerang...Ilookedatit

andclosedmyeyes.Ididn'twannaspeaktoEvejust

yet...

Me:"pleasetalktoher"

Hetookmyphoneandanswered...

Him:"Hello"

Her:"hey...youokay"?

Him:"hangingthere,you"

Her:"good...canIspeaktomysister"

Him:"she'ssleeping,canItakeamessage"



Her:"erh...I'llcallherlater"

Him:"ayt"

Her:"sharp"

Theyhungup...

Him:"she'llcallagain"

Me:"Idon'twannatalktopeople"

Him:"she'snotjustpeople,she'syoursisterand

maybeMarcustoldher"

Me:"still"

Him:"thenlet'sswitchyourphonesoff"

Me:"whenisMocallingyou?Ineedtogetoutofthis

place"

Him:"lemmecallhim"

Waphakamaandtookhisphonestocall

mongezi...apparentlyhewasstillbusybutalmost



finished.

Him:"youwantsomethingtoeat"

Ishookmyhead

Him:"Naliquepls"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Him:"youhaven'teatenanythingtodaybabyman"

Me:"andaznamhlanjenobaawusiunderstand'I

isulunguoryoujustdon'twannalisten"

Him:"I'mtryingtothinkforyouhere,ayikhohealthy

lentouyenzayoyouhavetoatleasteatevenifitsa

snacktoboostyourmetabolism"

Ilookedatthisguy...uzenzajuicyngamlona!Mo

calledandsaidhe'sready.Ijustwalkedtothe

car,Ivoropenedmydoorashisbosscameoutwith



bothourbagsandthedudedroveustotheairport.

Wearrivedthereandboardedthejet...Isatonmy

owncouch,hesatonhisownbutthingis,hisown

wasrightinfrontofmine:ohehman!LikeI'veseen

enoughofthisman'sfacefortoday...seriously.Ilay

myheadontheheadrest.

Him:"baby"

Me:"Idon'tfeelliketalking"

Him:"but..."

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"mh"

Me:"youhaveyourwaysoffindingoutthetruth

whenyouwantto,ifIdon'twannatalkwhydon'tyou

justfindoutwhathappened?Digsomewhere,like

youusuallydo"

Him:"Ididn'tthinkIwillhaveto"

Me:"I'mgivingyouthego-aheadke"

Him:"babywhyareyoulikethis?Yazitfeelslike



you'reblamingmeforthis..."

Me:"andifIdo"?

Him:"ndenzeni?TellmelikeI'msointhedarkright

now"?

Me:"ain'tgottimetoplaydumbwithyou"

Him:"awcrapreally?Yho"!

NdathulamnaIhadnothingelsetosay,Ican'treally

helphowIfeel...maybeIneedtimetohealIdon't

knowbutallIknowIfeltcrappy,Ineededtimeonmy

own,timetomournformybaby...

Him:"hehSibongile"

Me:"canwenotdothis?Idon'thavetheenergy"

Wathula

Welandedndaphumawithoutmybags:vhebetter

carrythosebagstothecar.That'shisjob!



Isatattheback,hepackedthebagsinwathulaand

wenttodriveustohishouse.Ididn'twannafight

withhimbutthiswasinconsideratecozItoldhimI

wanttogohomenottooneofhishousesagain...we

reachedhishouseIjustsatinthecar,naye

akaphuma

Him:"so...whatnow"

Me:"celaundigoduse"

Him:"babe"

Me:"ha,anaNtandoIsaidIwannagohomenotto

yourapartmentnoplsjusttakemehome"

Him:"Idon'tthinkyoubeingaloneisagoodidea

babe"

Me:"don'tworryaboutme,Iwon'trollmyselfownthe

stairsORburnLuke'shousedown...I'vehadenough

ofthatdramatolastmeyears"

Him:"toyouthisisajoke"



Me:"towhom?Me?Ithiuyadlala"

Him:"thenwhymakefunofsuchthings?Canyoube

reasonablewithme.Pls"

Me:"canyoujusttakemehome?That'sallIwanna

saytoyoutoday"

Gqibakwamndavalalouphezulu...hedidau-turnan

droveoutofhisparkinglotandtookme

home,xasifikaItookmybagsngokwamandwalked

insidehefolloweduthethabangendiziyekaezibags

aziphatheIkeptmymouthstillndangena

ekhaya,walkedupstairstoputthebagsgqiba

ndabuyaesahlelipha.

Me:"youcangonow,thankyouforeverything"

Him:"oh...justlikethat"?

Me:"justlikehow"?

Him:"babykwenzekanikuwenamhlanje"

Me:"Iwannabealone"



Him:"S'bongi-"

Me:"pls"

Waphakamaanwalkedtowardsme,hewantedto

hugmeIsteppedbackwandijongaIlookeddown,I

foldedmyarmscozIknewhe'llwannatouchmeso

instead,hekissedmycheek,tookoutacoupleof

noteswazibekaonthetableandwalkedout.
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IwouldhavelovedtohaveaLilamnesiathat

moment,thisthingwashauntingmesomuchthatI

hadtodrugmyselftosleep...

Lukewasn'thomeforthreedays,buthecalledto

checkuponme,Marcusdidthesame...Evewasina

schooltourintheDRCasmuchasshewantedto

Skype,Ididn'thavetheenergysoIratherspentmy

dayscryingorsleepingandbothmyphoneswereoff.

SoontheforthdayIdecidedtostopmoping



round,akazobuyamosuboyqhaintoeyenzekayo

ndiyabhityaslowly.Iwokeup,switchedallmy

phoneson,checkedsocialmedia(bumpedonto

somestatusupdateskaChumathatshe'sinJozi

paintingthetownredsomythoughtwasthatuseKu

babyandabisamfounelakengokkwaNtandolowo)

andstartedcleaningmybrother'shouseplaying

gqom:vwhenIwasdoneIbathedand

cooked,ndatyandangqengqaeroominyamjust

thinkingrandomlytryingmybesttothinkall

positive,seeallgoodandIwassucceedingsofar.I

don'tknowwhatIwantedinmyclosetthenI

stumbledonthatLilprezziethatSosoboughtforhis

godsonyhohaikendaqhawlaaphobendiphophe

khonaIsatonthefloor,Ididn'thavevoiceforcrying

outloudbutmytearswereoutpouringmassivelyya

worsewhenNtandocalledduringmycryingsession

itwasasifhe'spressedabuttonformoretears

Me:*silentlycrying*

Him:"S'bongile"



Me:"....*sniff*bae"

Him:"sulilakalokbabyman,I'mcomingtofetchyou

okay"

Me:"mh"

Hehungup...

Ipackedaweekendbag:v:vbuthedidn'tsayI'llbe

sleepingover,hejustsaidhe'scomingyofetchme.

Within15minuteshewashereIopenedthegatefor

himandcleanedmyselfup,hewalkedsmellingas

goodasexpected

Me:"hey"

Iwalkedtohimandthrewmyarmsaroundhis

neck...hehuggedmetightlyrubbingmyback.I

wasn'tgonnacry,I'mtiredofcrying.Isteppedback

andattemptedtowalkinfrontofhimkubasisiya



eloungebutheheldafirmgripofmyhandIturned

andlookedathim.

Me:"izangapha"

Him:"comehere"

Itookastepcloserandoureyesmetinastillyet

touchinggaze,yeswewerestillinpainbutitwas

slowlydyingoff.Hetouchedmychin,Iknewhewas

scaredofmyreactionsoImethimhalfwayand

kissedhislips,webreathedineachothersbreaths

slowlyandtheneverythingelseseemedtobeonan

automaticbutton,wejustmelted.

Hestoppedthekissingandtouchedmycheek

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"don'tbe"

Him:"nobaby,believemeI'mreallysorry"



Me:"forwhat"?

Him:"forwhathappenedtojunior,IknowIsaidI'll

protectyouI'mverysorryIwasn'tabletoprotect

him"

Me:"itsokay"

Him:"noitsnot"

Me:"baby,IknowitsnotGod'swillbuteverything

doeshaveareasonwhyitshappens"

Him:"yho,butyoudoknowitsnotsomethingyoucan

justswitchonandoff"

Me:"I'llheal...astimegoes"

Wathulaandfollowedmetothelounge,Imadehim

juicendamphakelandazikhelelaiicecreamandsat

nexttohimasheate...yazoneotherthingIlove

abouthim?He'llneversaynotomyfoodevenifhe's

eatenalready,heappreciatestheeffortIputin.After

eatingandsomelightconvoweheadedtohis

house,whenwereachedthegatetheignitionwent

off



Him:"there'ssomethingIwannatellyou"

Uvalolwamlwabethekaphezulwana...Chumacame

tomymind!

Me:"oh"

Him:"Iuhm...Okayyouknowwhat?Let'sjustgoin

uziboneleleway"

Me:"haykhawthethe"

Hesmiledandstartedthecar...aswedrovein,there

wasacarcoveredinredcloth,weparkedright

behinditndohlikaIwalkedtothedoorofthehouse

heranaftermewandibambaandwalkedmetothe

carthatwascovered

Me:"erh...what'sthis"?



Him:"waitrighthere"

Heuncoveredit:D:DIlaughed...ohmyGod!Iranto

himandhuggedhimsotightkissinghiminevery

reachableplaceonhisface

Him:"ohkay...babestop"

Me:"baby!AJaguar!Yho,yazIevenforgotaboutit"

Him:"Ididn't...wannatakeitforaspin"?

Me:"erh...lemmechangethis"

Him:"haibounxibekak'hlenje"

Me:"tchiiiiiiini!Ican'tdrivemynewcarnxibekanje

babe,vulasingene"

HeshookhisheadandopenedthehouseIwalkedin

andtookoutbeigeskinnypants,whitevestandwhite

AdidassneakersndafakaIcapndapholaaphaKu

mind....Iwasnowreadytotestdrivemycar.



Iwenttohimdownstairsandtookabottleofwater

Me:"areyoucomingalong"

Him:"doyouwantmeto"?

Me:"heeeyazIdon'tknow...butmasambejustin

caseindixakeleway"

Him:"ooohsonowI'myourmechanic"

Me:"haubheyibhi"

Ikissedhischeekandlefthimtolockthehouse

savaya!WedrovearoundSoweto,Lolthiscarwas

givingmegoosebumbsallthewayandthe

excitementwashigh...IdroveintothehighwayI

wantedtoseeitshighestspeedand

daaaaaiiiimmmmm!

Me:"thisshitisarealJaguar"



Him:"uhm...youcanslowdownnow"

Me:"khawme...justmakesureyourseatbeltison"

Him:"babethisisahighway,youcouldknock

someone"

Me:"watch"

Iacceleratedtothelastspeednumberonthe

speedometerLolyavelayapholalechapwahleka...I

droveintothemallparkinglotandspottedChuma

leavingwithaman:DIdrovestraighttoherdriving

on180:vshescreamedbutcouldn'tmovemaybeits

cozofshockndamisarightinfrontofher,okou

Ntandoebukeleakathethitu.Irolleddownthe

windowandsmiledather....herface?:v#priceless

Her:"You"!

Me:"surprise!Awsemhleman"

Her:"fuckyou!WenaNtandowathula?Kodwale

bitchyakhoifunaundibulala"



Me:"itwasniceseeingyou.Ciao"

Idroverightoutoftheparkinglotndabuyelakwa

Ntando.Saphumaandwalkedinsidendaziphosaon

thecouch...HolyJesus!Hecametositnexttome

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"andIalsofoundyourhouse"

Me:"phi"

Him:"wellIlookedaround,butIfoundonesuitable

foraqueeninPE"

Me:"oh...Siyaninike"

Him:"wheneveryouhaveachance...butfornow

focusonschoolneh"

Me:"eshe"

Him:"babe,Ican'thaveanilliteratewife"

Me:"heee!"

Him:"so...areyouokaytotalknow"



Me:"sup"

Him:"Idon'tmeantobeinsensitiveoranythingbutI

stillneedanswersbabe.Fromyou"

Me:"yhobabesisekulontonah"

Him:"please"

Me:"okay...I'mnotpromisinganythingbutshoot.I'll

stopansweringwhenI'muncomfortablewithyour

questions"

Him:"whathappenedafterIleftthehouse"

Me:"andikhosurebutndayendalala"

Him:"andthenwhathappened"

Me:"Iheardvoices,IthoughtIwasdreamingbutI

heardthemagainandsmeltsmoke"

Him:"soyouwokeupandwenttocheck"

Me:"yes"

Him:"thenwhathappened"

SonowkufikelepartyobaImustsayChumawas



here...Ha.aI'msorry.

Me:"Idon'trememberkengokbabe"

Him:"babewam"

Me:"love"

Him:"IknowyouknowsomethingbutIwon'tpush

anyfurthercozitsclearyoudon'twantmetoknow"

Me:"canIkissyou?Justforwhatyoujustsaid"

Him:"hehe"

Ikissedhim...Ireallywantedtofightmyownbattle.

YesngumntanakhenayebutifhekillsChuma

uzothiniKuOwentandowhenheasksabouthis

mom?Iknowhowitfeelstogrowupwithone

parent,Iwouldn'twishituponanyone'schildevenif

akazodingantolikemecozIknowwillalwaysbe

thereforhissonbutIdidn'twantChumadead,Ijust

wantedhertosuffer...andbelievemeyou,shewill.



Me:"whatareweeating"

Him:"youcancookforyourhusband"

Me:"ononecondition"

Him:"whichis"

Me:"thatyou'renotgoinganywhere"

Him:"notevenforfifteenminutes?Ipromised

VincentI'llpopinnamhlanje"

Me:"wellyoushouldhavegonetherebeforeyou

fetchme"

Him:"youwerecryingnje,IkindapanickedsoI

rushedovertoyou"

Me:"haikebabe"

Him:"soyasobabini"

Me:"I'mnotreallyreadytofacepeopleyet"

Him:"Vinceisfamily"

Me:"babe"

Him:"okay,I'lljustcallandcancel"

Me:"enkosi"



Hesmiled

Iwenttothekitchenndaphekelaumntuwamndino

heartomhlophe...Ihaveacar!Goddamuhaveacar.

Icookedinhighspirits,ndimanendiyohlalanaye

soncokole.

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"

Me:"Iwannaapologizetoyou"

Him:"haywenzeni"

Me:"Ipushedyouaway...Ihurtyouwhenyouwere

alsohurtyilentokaJuniorbutIhadmyown

mentalityregardingeverythingthathappened"

Him:"Iunderstand"

Me:"Iknowyoudo,butIshouldn'tabuseyourlove

justbecauseIknowuzondixolelakalokbabe"

Him:"wewerebothhurt,Ihavetobethebigger

personkalokbabeneageitsho"



Me:"yaz...everydayIgivethankstoGodforgivingme

you"

Him:"ha!Ndazendakuva.Babeiimbizaziyatsha"!!!

LolmoodKillakaneneubaby:v:v
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Idishedupandweindulgedmakingsmall

conversationwhileeatingwhenweweredonehe

washedthedishes,camebackandwewatched

cartoons.

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Ineedyourhonestopinionneh"

Him:"withwhat"

Me:"Iwannastartsomethingnew..asmallbusiness"

Him:"nowwe'retalking.Whatkindabusiness"



Me:"Idon'tknow...I'mstillthinkingkalokbutIwanted

yourtakeontheidea"

Him:"I'malwaysaboutbusiness...butwithyou

studyingLLBitsgoingtobetough"

Me:"I'llstartsmallkalokbabe"

Him:"okayyazyinton?Let'swaitufumaneledegree

yakhonehthenwhenyou'vegraduatedwe'llsee

whatwecando"

Me:"butyoudosupporttheidea"?

Him:''100%"

Me:''shot"

Shiftingfocusmadeiteasiernottothinkaboutmy

baby...Ineededsomethingtofocusonotherthanmy

losslifehastogoon.Ihaveyomoverightalong...

Myphonerang:DSoso

Me:"bheyibhiwam"

Him:"hey...ugrand"



Hesoundeddown...kindaupsetorangry.

Me:"I'msurviving.You"?

Him:"okay...you'reinJo'burgright"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"kokwenu"?

Me:"noI'mwithbae...what'sup?Youdon'tsoundtoo

good"

Him:"erh...bendisizakuwekeyaz"

Me:"oh...youdriving"?

Him:"no,butI'mwiththetwins"

Me:"okayI'llaskbaetocomefetchy'all..nindawni

ngoku"

Him:"SilaphaKuVince"

Me:"nopro'm"

Him:"ayt"



Hehungup...Iwasleftstaringatmyphone.

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"ntoningxaki"

Me:"doesVinceknowaboutjunior"

Him:"Itoldhim"

Me:"thatexplainswhyuSosoenje"

Him:"bungekamxeleli"?

Me:"ndcelauyobathathatanabaphaKuVince,I'lljust

makeacoupleofsnacks"

Him:"oh-kay...Nguyenaban"?

Me:"yourtwinbrothers"

Him:"oh..sure"

Igotupandwenttothekitchenndazamaukwenza

ezisnacks,hecameinandhuggedmefrombehind

kissingmyear



Him:"don'tbenervous,they'llbefine"

Me:"Sosowillbeupsetthathehearditfrom

someoneelse"

Him:"uzomxelelawhyyoucouldn'ttellhimyourself"

Ikeptquiet...NdamaziuSosoiseverdramaticbut

hisvoiceothephonewasnowhereneardramatic,he

didreallysoundhurt,upset.Baeturnedmetoface

him,Ikeptmyeyesgluedonhischesthekissedmy

forehead

Him:''Iloveyou...that'sonethingyouhaveto

remember.Always"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"andyou'reverystrong,wewillpassthroughthis

andwhenwedowe'llmakemorejuniorsbangxole

isdalahere"

Me:"thanksbabe"



Him:"momsenthercondolences...andsaidyouhave

tobecleansed"

Me:"cleansed"?

Him:"yes...butwe'lltalkmoreofthatwhenwehave

time"

Ikissedhim,herespondedheartwarminglythenwe

stopped

Me:"drivesafe"

Him:"lemmetakeyours...nje"

Me:"asoze!Never"!

Helaughedandleft.

IcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing...WhenIwasdone

Iwenttositelounge,myphonerang

:v



Me:"mamakaOwentando"

Her:"sund'qhelaikakawenasektheningokundangu

mamakaOwentandokuwe"

Me:"oohsorrynono...Ishouldhavesaid-babymama

kababyneh"

Iputmyfeetupandchilled:vIwantedtoenjoythis

conversation.

Her:"whatgameareyouplaying?Huh?"

Me:"ain'tgotnotimetoplaygameshoney"

Her:"thenwhatareyoudoing?Youknowyoualmost

killedme?"

Me:"usakhalelaualmost?Lovie,uyatefaman"

Her:"Uligqwirhawena"

Me:"ndinguwengendiyosilaekhayandibulele

amadlozikubandijikeekifeni"



Her:"uyimoerenyomntanayaz,Ntandodoesn'tknow

he'sinlovewiththedevil"

Me:"heknowshowtopickemsweetydon'tworry

kakhulungaye"

Her:"andsakucaphukeliyouhavenoidea...you

shouldpraysingazesibekwindawoenyesobabini

ndawzendikuboniseintabakandodamntanam"

Me:"youhadyourchanceandyoublewit...nowall

youhavetodoistobealert."

Her:"alertforwho?Youdon'tscaremesisi"

Me:"Ilikethat,cozattheendofthedayThethingsI'll

dotoyou,notevenyourbelovedNtandowillbelieve

youxausithizenziwendim"

Her:"mxm,you'realltalknoaction.Iknowpeoplelike

you,nextthingyou'llsendNtandotodoyourdirty

workforyou"

Me:"notthatyouneedtoknow,buttheonlytime

Ntandodoesmydirtyworkiswhenhe'seatingme

out.Whetheronthecouch,bathroom,kitchen,

bedroomorhiscaruyaqonda?sopholananaIwill



handleyou,myself"

Her:"sies!Amanyala"

Me:"zitshozonkeizishumane"

Her:"mxmfuckyou"

Me:"NgumsebenzikaNtandolowobaby"

Shemumbledandhungup:vIheardtheguys

comingbangena,Ntandowastalkingwithhis

brothersSosowasquietIhuggedthetwinsfirstthen

SosoohandkwangenanoVincelastly...Ionly

huggedhimcozibizobafaniifIhugothersndimyeke

yena.

TheysatdownthenIwenttothekitchenfor

drinks...babefollowed

Him:"youokay"



Inod

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"taBeast"

Him:"relax,okay?Relax"

Iclosedmyeyes...stoppingmyselffromcrying.

Me:"itslikethey...Babe,Idon'twantthemtopityme.

Thelooksontheirfaces"

Him:"they'reprobablystillinshock,givethemtime.

Giveyourselftime"

Me:"worseVincelookedatmystomach...ha.Anake

seewhatImeantwhenIsaidI'mnotreadytobe

aroundpeople"

Hetooktheglassesoutofmyhandsandhugged

me...thankGodIdidn'tcry,Ijustkissedhisneck.



Me:"thankyou"

Him:"lemmehelpyou"

Me:"youcantakethesnackskwezatrays"

Him:"okay,afteryoumadam"

Wewalkedbacktothelounge,sadekaitafula

kwatyiwa...sancokolanjeethenIclearedthe

table,Sosoofferedtohelp:oIknewhewantedto

talktomealone,rather,aside.Weclearedthetable

sayovasaizityasobabini

Him:"wereyouevergonnatellme"

Me:"Soso"

Him:"whydidn'tyoutellme?Like,I'mcurious"

Ibreathedout

Me:"Ihaven'ttoldevenmysisters.Ifthey



know,Marcustoldthem"

Him:"okay,thenwhathappened"

Me:"everythingisallvague"

Wakhewathulawosulaizitya

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"noI'mbeingselfishrightnow.I'msorryman"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Him:"IwassurprisedbyyourvoicewhenI

called,thoughtyou'dbeintheworstofallstates"

Me:"Iwas...buzaKuNtandoandworstofitallI

blamedhim,thoughIdidn'tverballysayit"

Him:"butyouractionsdid"?

Me:"youhavenoidea"

Him:''youguysarestrong,Iseenowthatyounever

belongedwithmybrother"

Me:"Ntandoisthestrongone,I'mfragileandweak



buthe'salwaysastepaheadgivingmestrengthand

encouragingmetobebetter"

Him:"hug"?

Ismiledandwehugged

Sihlewalkedin...

Him:"inobaizityanpzigqibanini"?

Soso:"uvalelomlomokwedini"

Weseparatedthehugsancedisanasonkethen

returnedbacktothelounge,Isatnobabe,myhead

supportedonhisshoulder.

Him:"soyeah,injalointomajita"

Me:"whatdidwemiss"

Him:"ha.ababe"

Me:"sunqanda,nithethangantonVince"?



Him:"khonanjeenyeiwaybesincokolangayo

man...businessstuff"

Me:"eshe!Mxm"

HenudgedmyribsIsqueakedkancincindanentloni

:v

Me:"sorrybra...ndcelaubaexcusednjekancinci"

Him:"uyaphi"

Me:"IwannatakeSosoforaLilride"

Him:"ooh"

Soso:"ride?Youhaveacar"?

Me:"you'restillasking"?

Watsiba:v:vItookmykeys,kissedbaeandleftwith

Soso...thesebrothersnowhaveachancetodiscuss

ezidlaumzi.Hahahahisfacewhenhesawmynew

baby,wegotin,buckledanddroveout.Ntandocalled



o.OIansweredusingthebuilt-inBluetooth

connectingaphonetothecar

Me:"babe"

Him:"nospeeding,youknowthatcarisarealJaguar"

Me:"noworrieslove"

Him:"buckledneh"?

Soso:"ewebhuti...umonangowantoni?Khasiyekepls

sibond'e"

Ijustlaughed...andimazangaubabeuyobekenini

iphone.Wedrovearoundtoelacalalihlalalachomi

kaChuma...Iwantedtoseeher.Forthefirstrunwe

didn't,Iwentaroundanddrovethesecondstreetin

thatarea,goodthingismyplanwasn'tthatobvious

soSosowasinthedark.Anditwaskindalatish.

XasendincamaIsawheratashortdistanceeating

chickenfeet(amanqina/amahutwana)Iswitched

offtheheadlightsandacceleratedfrombehind

her,uhambayedwaadshewasclosetoaturn/curve



Iknockedherofflightly!Anddroveaway...Sosowas

shocked!Lawei!

Wedroveoutoftheareaandparked.

Him:"dude!Thatpersoncouldbedead!Whydidyou

switchoffthelights?OhholyMaryiza"

Itooktimeandwaitedforhimtocalmdownthen

whenhewasquiet...

Me:"thatisChuma"

Him:"youknowher?Butyoujustleftherthere"

Me:"babymamakaNtando"

Him:"what"?

Me:"she'sthereasonjuniorisnomore"

Him:"ohfuck!Areyouserious?Likereally"

Me:"andIpromiseyou,she'snotdead"



Wakhewathula

Him:"masomgqibezela"

Me:"no"

Him:"no?Uyadlala"

Me:"I'mserious.No.Shecan'tdiesoeasily"

Him:"hayumuncu.Doesheknow"?

Me:"hedoesn't,andyouwon'ttellhim"

Him:"whythough"

Me:"Iwannatorturehermyself...hehasasoftspot

forher,andngumamawefirstbornyakhesoIdon't

wannainvolvehimtoomuch"

Him:"ooohkay...sonowthisisourLilsecret"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"thenI'mallin...I'llhelpyoufuckherlifeup!!!But

Ineedmoreinfoonher,justgetmeherfullnameand

surnameI'lldotherest"



Me:"haha!Usisikhokhokewena"

Him:'butnow,let'sseeifyourcarcarriesnoevidence

na"

:vwegotoutandinspectedthecar...itwasstill

brandnew:Dnobump,nonothing.
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Wetookadrivetothegarage,justtohaveaclear

lightandbesurethatthere'snoproofthatwe

knockedsomeoneoff.WebothgotoffandIwalked

tothecanteen,hewashedthewindscreen:vusing

thegaragebucketsandwipersehlekaphof,Ibought

usdrinksandcookiesndaphumaxaegqibezela

Him:"everythinglooksgood"

Me:"yep...wecangosweety"

Wegotin,drovebackhomeandparkedoutside



Me:"noonecanknowaboutthis"

Him:"Iknow,andI'mnotbackingoutuntilIseeher

crawlingonherknees"

Me:"thankyouman,butIdon'twannainvolveyou

sogqibaulimale"

Him:"I'malreadyinvolvedfondin"

Me:"keepittoyourselfkebra,pls"

Him:"don'tstresskalokbabe,Igotyourback"

Me:"thankyousan"

Wegotout,lockedthecarandhugged...yhouSoso

yinjayamnyhanishame,throughthickandthin.We

walkedinsidesesincokolaezinyekengokingath

khangekwenzekentotu.

Babewasn'ttherebuthisbrotherswere

Me:"uphiutaBeast"



Kay:"he'sout,butuzobuyasoon"

Me:"howlonghashebeengone"?

Kay:"usandophumaman,itsnotevenuptofive

minutes"

Me:"uyephi"?

Kay:"hedidn'tsay"

Iwenttothekitchenandcalledhim...Ihadavery

strongfeelinghewentonChuma'srescueandif

she'satahospitaltheninthenext15minutesthe

visitinghoursforthedaywillbeclosed.Hisphone

rangtwice...

Him:"babe"

Me:"babeuphi"

Him:"I'monthewaytothehospital,I'llbebackjust

now"

Me:"hospital?Why"



Him:"Idon'tknowanythingyet...butkuthweitsabout

Chuma"

Me:"Chuma?Areyouforreal?"

Him:"apparentlyshewasinvolvedinanaccidentand

shesaidtheymustcallmeakanarelativesapha"

Me:"ohwenauyiyo?...worseI'mstuckherearound

Sowetokesana"

Him:"yho...erh...lemmecallVinceazokunceda"

Me:"hayyekaI'llfindmyownhelp...gotoyour

Chuma"

Him:"babedon'tdothat"

Me:"kalokshe'smoreimportantsohambaiyakuye

I'llfindhelponmyown,inthisdarknessGodwill

surelybringmesomelighthopefullyIwon'tbe

muggedbythethugsofthisungodlyarea"

Him:"uphiuSosobabe"

Me:"nanku,whatdoesheknowngeJaguar?"

Him:"okay,I'llthinkofsomething...justgimmeafew

minutes"



Me:"mmh"

ThenIhungupndabuyelaeloungesancokolanee

brazandNtandodidn'tevencalloneofthem.After

about20minuteshecalledme.

Me:"taBeast"

Him:"I'mhereinSowetoundawnikengokwena"

Me:"I'mhomekalok"

Him:"heeehaibobabe,njani"

Igotupandwentbacktothekitchen,Isatonthe

kitchencounter

Me:"ItoldyouI'llfindmyownhelp,Idid.How'syour

babymama"?

Him:"ndijikeendlelenikalokbendicingawena"

Me:"youshouldn'thave"



Him:"aytI'llseeyoujustnow"

Me:"awsayangakengokkumntuwakho"?

Him:"mntuwamuqalanininauChuma"?

Me:"andazikalokbabe"

Him:"mxm,seeyou"

Me:"ayt"

Wehungup

:)ewekalok.Yes.Chumacannotgeteverythingshe

wants,notnow.ThisisMYtimeandithastosinkin

herstupidfuckedupmindthatNtandoisMY

man,notours.Istartedpreparingfordinner,playing

musiconmyphone.Sosowalkedin

Him:"ola"

Me:"ntwana,besistuckeSowetoneh"

Him:"...erh...oh-kay"

Me:"afewminutesbeforewecamehere...imoto



iveleyacima.Uybambeapho"

Him:"heknows"?

Me:"ndimjikeesiyakuye"

Him:"yhuwayityayonkesanaubhutiza"

Me:"khawdefrostelanyamatana"

Him:"bathindindwebilekeOoKuhlewhenI'mhelping

youout"

Me:"bayekebemathilewethu"

Watshongalantsiniincithayo:o:'(:vwecooked

together,singingandjammingonsomegood

Rastafarianmusic,IheardNtandoontheotherside

butIdidn'tmove,hecametothekitchenfikasi

krumpernoacuswahlekaashecametokissmylips

butendedupkissingmynosetipsahlekasonke

emvakoko

Him:"Soso,ubabeyintonleumenzayona,aveleAbe

hypexaukhowena"



Soso:"Igivehersomelove,uyaythandaiattention

kalokusistaz"

Him:"heyunalomjita.Babe"?

Me:"nana"

Him:"benistuckphinaeSoweto"

Me:"Idon'tknowthestreetbut,motoyamvele

yacimaoutoftheblue"

Him:"yho...nezanjani"

Me:"wewaitedthentriedagainanditworked"

Him:"ooh,I'llhaveitcheckedngomsoneh"

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'llbenecessary,ndisayfunda

mosleway"

Him:"alrightke...Ineedashower"

Me:"dinnerwillbereadyin10"

Him:"sho"

Hewentupstairs..savelasaphelayintsininoSoso:v



andazngumntuowayevelaphiloh.

Hehelpedmedishup,weservedeveryoneandwent

tositaroundthetable...kwatyiwa,thetwinswashed

theplatesthenbagodukandashiyekanobabywam.

Him:"doyoumindbeingaloneforafewminutes"

Me:"don'ttellmeusafunaukuyaKuChuma"

Him:"thingisbabe,somethingisreallynotsettling

wellwithmengalentoyakhe"

Me:"fondinshe'snotyourresponsibilitynothing

aboutherhastosettlewellwithyou"

Wathula...Iwaitedforhimtorespond.

Him:"okay"

Me:"finallythebulbgoeson"

Him:"ungakulinge"



Me:"come....Ineedyoutoscrubmyback"

Hestoodupreluctantlybuthehadnochoice:vIwas

pullinghimup,wewentupstairsaftermakingsureall

doorswerelockedthenIundressedandwentto

shower,heundressedandfollowedin,Igavehimthe

spongeandhewashedmyback,kissingmyneckand

everyotherreachablespot.Heturnedmearound

andpinnedmetothewall...

Iwasn'treallyreadytohaveanysexualintercourse

asyetthoughmyveinsandeveryotheratomofmy

bloodpantedforthepleasures,mymindandsoul

weren'tready.Iknewthatpartneeded

help,counselling...Indicationtothat,Icouldn'tmove

myleguporwrapemaroundhiswaistlikeIwould

normallydoandhenoticedthatbutdidn'tabruptly

stop,hejustcontinuedwiththekissesthenIlefthim

theretofinishup.JustasIwaswearingmyPJ

shorts,hisphonerang...



Me:"Chumasiyavasacanyoucallussomeother

timenana"

Her:"uphiuNtando,cozIwasn'tcallingyoundinayo

inumberyakhowhenIwannatalktoyou"

Me:"haikeawzomvauNtandoungagqithangakum"

Wathula...

Me:"andIdon'thaveallnighttolistentoyou,so

thethauzamthiniubaby"

Her:"Ineedtospeaktohim,itsurgent"

Me:"isitaboutOwe"?

Babywasnowoutoftheshower,lotioninghimself,I

thinkjudgingbythelookonhisfacehewas

surprisedbandithethaonhisphone.

Her:"no,Owentandoisfine"



Me:"thenthere'snoreasonforhimtocometo

you,goodnig-"

Her:"Trinapls,Ineedhishelp"

Me:"ndibudikwakemnakuthethaintoenyeisdala,I

justtoldyouthathecan't,nohecan.Hejust

won't,thisentireweekismytime...sopleaseput

anythingthatwillmakeyouwannaseehimaside.

YonkeloonkunkumayifakeKumgqomokadothias

we'respeaking".

Her:"yho,ubhokile"

Ihungupndabekalophonephakudendangena

ezingumbi,ndazamaulala...whatifhesneaksout

ayobonaloChuma.
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Hegotinbedandopenedupmyfacewhichwas

coveredbytheblankets,Ilookedathimnoteven

smiling

Hekissedmewandijonga,hediditagainandstillI



waswithoutreaction.

Him:"babe"

Me:"justsayitNtando"

Him:"saywhatnow"

Me:"whateveritisthatyouwannasay"

Him:"oh,ndiyakuthanda"

Me:"ndiyayaz...justthatandazbakangakanani"

Him:"kakhulubabe,ItoldyoubeforeIcan'tloose

you,can'taffordtoespeciallynotbecauseofsome

stupidex"

Me:"youmeanbabymommanhe"

Him:"howeveryouwannaputit"

Me:"I'mreallytiredokay...I'mforrealtiredandI'm

onlysayingthisforthelasttime.Makeupyour

mind,behonestwithyourselfandbewithwhosoever

yourheartwants"

Him:"baby,Iloveyou.Iwantyou,Ineedyouinmylife.



Youmakemeabetterman...andI'mnotjustsaying

that,itsthetruth"

Me:"words"

Him:"actions"

Me:"haven'tseeany"

Him:"canIjustsayonethingregardingtonight"

Me:"shoot"

Him:"Iwasonlygoingtherecozadoctorcalled

me,notbecauseIwantanythingtodowithChuma"

Me:"whateveryousay"

Him:"babelookatme"

Ilookedathim...

Him:"rememberwepromisedeachother"

Me:"Iknowkodwanawekalokwenzazintoezifani

zomaneusiyaKuChuma"

Him:"okayke...makhesibehonesttoeachother,just



njekancincinehbabe.ALilbitoftruthwon'thurt"

Me:"I'vebeenhonestfromdayone"

Him:"nyhani"?

Me:"whatdoyoumeannyhani"

Him:"babe,cummonnow.Webothknowthere'salot

you'renottellingme"

Me:"uyazbonakengokushifterIfocusfromyouto

me"

Him:"thisispartofthepromiseandithi"?

Ikeptquiet...itonlysankinnowthatthere'sa99.9%

ofchancesthatheknowseverythingI'vebeenhiding

fromhim,akhosecretwhenitcomestothisguy.

Ngulowakhewathihe'sgoteyesandears

everywherekanene.

Me:"hm"

Him:"thetruth"



Me:"aboutwhat?Babemaslaleman"

Him:"baby"

Me:"baby"

Him:"thetruth"

Okay...eitherIprolongedthisconversationandsee

theBeastunleashedwheneverthetruthcomesout

orIjusttellNtandothetruthnowandmoveon.

Me:"okayfine"

Him:"thankGod"!

Itookadeepbreathandsatup,hefollowedsuit

Me:"thatday...whenIheardthevoicesandcould

smellthesmokeintheair.Iwalkedoutofthe

bedroomkubandisiyojongawhatwashappening"

Him:"youalreadysaidthatpart"



Me:"whenIreachedthestairsIbumpedonto

Chuma...weexchangedafewwordsandwhenI

realizedthatshewasburningthehousedownI

turnedkubandizoyothathamythingsintheroom"

Him:"hm"

Me:"shepulledmebythehoodofthegown,I

uhm...yhothisisharderthanIthought"

Him:"takeyourtime,you'realmostdone"

Ireleasedachunkofbreathandcontinued

Me:"shepulledthehoodandIwentrolling

backwardsdownthestairsandthenafterthatIwent

blank.Iwokeupfromthehospital.That'sit,that'sthe

truthyouwanted...nowcanIsleep"?

Him:"whydidn'tyoutellme"

Me:"Ihavecountlessreasons"

Him:"Isee...isitpossiblethatyouuhm,causedthat

accidentthedoctorshewasin"?



Me:"Iknockedheroffonpurpose"

Him:"hm...didsheseeyou"?

Me:"no,mylightswereoff"

Wakhewathula:vnowmysecretisout..Mxm.

Him:"thisissounlikeyou"

Me:"revenge?Yakheyafananabanbabeirevenge"?

Him:"sneakiness,secrets,dirty

secrets,plotting,danger,anger,ruthlessness"

Ndakhendathula....

Him:"that'snotwhoyouare"

Me:"Ihaven'tdoneanythingyet...markmywords.

She'sgonnagetwhatcomingforher"

Him:"baby"



Me:"NtandodoyouknowhowIfeltwhenItouched

mystomachanditwasempty?WhenIlistenedto

thedoctorastheytoldmeI'mnolongeramother-to-

be?WhenitsunkinthatI'vereallylostmybaby?Do

youhaveanyideahowIfelt?HowIfeelnow?"

Him:"Iknowyou'rehurting...Iunderstandyouranger

butitwon'tchangethesituation,itwillonlyruinyou.

LetmehandleuChuma,youjustfocusonschool"

Me:"no"

Him:"huh"?

Iturnedandfacedhim

Me:"whenIdidn'ttellyou,Iwantedtoavengemyself

onher...nowthatItoldyou,Icandothatwithouteven

worryingthatyou'llfindout.YouwillNOTinterfere"

Him:"babyIcan'tletyoudothattoyourself,anger

canbedangerous"

Me:"thenletChumafeelmywrath"



Him:"okay...butuhm...What'syourplan"

Me:"ha.ababe"

Him:"I'mjustaskingkaloku"

Me:"yourconcernshouldbeyourson,Owentando

nothingelse.IfIdecidetomakehermydollthenI'll

dothat,ifIgrowsomebraveryandkillherthenlet

medecideonthatalonenotwithyou"

Hereleasedsomechunkofbreathwathula...hewas

studyingme,likehedidthefirsttimeIrodehisjet.
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Him:"okay...butIneedtoknowyou'refitforthis"

Me:"how"

Him:"youneedtogotoaranger,shootingranger"

Me:"that'sagoodthought,butIwon'tshootyetjust

yet.That'saneasydeath"

Him:"she'sgotalicensedgunsoyoudoneedthatto



protectyourself"

Me:"cool"

Iknewheknewthisallalong...hisreactionsaidalot

andIdidn'tgiveadamnanymore,kuzocacaba

ukweliphiicalangokuI'mtiredofguessingba

ndindawnientliziyweniyakhe.

Iturnedtofacetheothersidendazamaulala,he

cuddledmefrombehindsalalasobabini.

.

.

.

OneweeklaterIwasbackinclass,backhomeand

backtomyoldself.NtandoandIwerestillcool,we

hadn'tspokenaboutherexsincethatnightandI

haven'tbeentohishousesincethatpastweek...

Soicameoutearlyfromclassandwentstraight



home,whenI'veeatenandrelaxedabitItookmy

tabletandsearchedforverypoisonoustoxinsand

foundacouple...Iorderedonewithallits

accompanimentsndalinda.HecalledwhileIwas

waiting

Me:"babe"

Him:"youokay"

Me:"yeahsup"

Him:"justchecking,you'reawfullyquiet"

Me:'Idon'twannabotheryou,maybeusacebaindlela

onhowtoprotectyourexfromme"

Wathula

Justforawhile

AndIwaited...cozIknewndizophoxwa

Him:"didyouhaveto"?



Me:"no,butIwantedto"

Him:"yazuyay'spoilerImoodyomntu"

Me:"nyhani"?

Him:"mxm...IcalledtosayI'mleavingJozimaybeI'll

bebackinamonth'stime"

Me:"journeywell"

Him:"sondizomkandingakubonanga"

Me:"xaufunaukundibonauyawazumnyango

wasekhaya"

Him:"canyoucomeovertonightke,beforeIgo"

Me:"I'llseewhatIcando..andmotoyamisoutof

fuel"

Him:"I'llfillitupwhenyou'rehere"

Me:''mmh"

Him:"okaysharp"

Me:"sho"

Wehung



-

BeforeIlefthishouseItookthatdoctor'snumber

fromhisphone,sowhenmytoxinwasfinally

deliveredIdidallthenecessaryprepsanheadedto

thehospitalwiththatneedleupmysleeve,whenI

reachedtheparkingIcalledthatdoctorusinga

privatenumberandtoldhimI'mChuma'sfriend

ndabesendizililisakengokwathishe's

sleeping,wandixelelaeventhewardshe'sin.He

consoledmesayingIshouldn'tcryshe'sgonnabe

dischargedthefollowingmorningbecauseshe's

nowbetterthanthepreviousweek.Afterthat

conversationIsneakedintoherwardwithout

anyonenoticingbesidesthecamerasofcozbut

beingaLLBstudentIknewwhatnottodo,which

placesnottolookat:vlawcanreallyteachyoualot.

Ireachedherroomandshewasreallyasleep.I

injectedthatneedleintoherdripirrigationsystem

andIwalkedoutthatdoor,usingadifferentexit

ndayongeneemotweniyam.



Thattoxinwasn'tgonnakillher...justgonnakillafew

jointsifnotafeworgans:vohshameman.But

whenIleftthereIheadedtoVince'splacejustfor

umbengotocoolmedown...surprisinglyIwasn't

afraidofwhatIhadjustdone.Iknewcameraswould

recognizemebutIwasn'tfazed.Notonebit.

Imadeanorder,anewwaitressattendedtome,then

shereturnedwithmyorderndaqalandatya...halfway

throughmymealIheardVinceanhisbrother

chattingandlaughingcomingfrombehindwhereI

wassittingthenbathicwaka,Iknewtheyspottedme.

Ntandocanseemenobasekupitchblack.

Vince:"Tee-Tee"

Iturnedandfakedasmile...theycameoverandsat

onmytable,Ntandoatefrommyplateeyeingme

qhandazixelelabaandizothethatu.



Vince:"ugrandsisi"

Me:"I'mgreatyou"

Vince:"I'mgreattoo,itsbeenawhilesincewesaw

youaround.Wemustbeblessedtoday"

Me:"wellwhatcanIsay?Imissedthisplace"

Vince:"okaythenletmenotdistractyou"

Me:"aytman"

Wahamba...Ilookedathimbrother,heshrugged

Me:"wassup"

Him:"nix...youlookgood"

Me:"thankyou"

Sancokolaman,somelousytalkthenvincesentthat

samewaitresssomemoremeatonthehousesatya

kenontandobutImadesurethatIpay,leavingthe

moneyinsidethebillcaseeventhoughIknewI'm



notsupposedto.Mntungamnyewangenaemotweni

yakhe

Him:"siyendlinimos"

Me:"no,bungathangalatenah"

Him:"butyou'reherenow"

Me:"Ineedtonapkuqalandiphumlekalokbabe"

Him:"uzophumlangaphakumfondin"

Me:"withyouinthesamehouse?That'slikegivinga

childandopenedpackettosweetstokeepannot

eat"

Wahleka...

Him:"okayke,butIstillwishyoucouldcomewith

me"

Me:"I'llfollowyou,lemmegohomefirst"

Him:''ayt"



Hedroveoutafterme,Iwenthomendafika

ndavasa,dischargedtheinjectionsbutkeptthem

safelyLockedatthesafedrawerinmyroom,for

futurepurposes.ThenIreallynapped...WhenIwoke

up,LukewashomewithSive

IwenttogreetthemonlywhenIhadshoweredand

wornnavyhighwaistedshorts,whitelacecropped

top,whitestilettossandalsandaneatponyonmy

naturalhair.IwasgoingtobaemossoIhadtolook

thepart

Me:"heeeey,lookwhodecidedtocomehome"

Him:"heysweety,Ididn'twannawakeyouupfrom

yoursleep.Howareyou?Youlookgoodyouknow"

Me:"I'mgreat,I'mmovingonandtrustingtheLordin

everything"

Him:"Icansee...whereyouoffto"?

Me:"I'mofftotheothersideoftown,someone'sis

leavingforCTsoIhavetoseehimoff...Sisihoware

you"



Her:"I'mGreat,justnervous"

Me:"thebigdayisalmosthere"

Her:"youknow?AndI'msoexcitedtobeMrsSmith

youhavenoidea"

Welaughedandconversedsomemore

Him:"there'saJaguarinmyparkinglot"

Me:"becauseyourbabysisterhasaJaguar"

Hiseyesalmostpopped,wehuggedinexcitement:v

:v

Him:"you'reverylucky"

Me:"I'mblessed,luckdoesn'tworklikethat"

Him:"wow...I'mjustgladtoseeyouhappy"

Me:"Ican'tspendmylifemopingaround,Ihaveto

moveon.Godwillseemethrough,hediditfirst,



nothingcanhinderhimnow"

Him:"that'strue..."

AfterthatIheadedouttoNtando,hewasshowering

whenIgotinsoIjustwenttomakemyselfsomeicy

dessertndapholaphaeloungereadingtheside

effectsofthepoisonIusedonhisbabymommaand

tosayIwaspleasedwasjustanunderstatement,I

washappywithwhatIHADdone.That'sevilI

know,butIwasreallyhappy.Hecameoutwithonlya

towelwrappedaroundhiswaistandstoodthere

watchingme,IturnedwhenIcouldn'tbarehiseyes

onmybackanymore

Anhewassmiling

Me:"awsabobothekiingathumnkanomsinga"

Him:"Ithoughtyouwerenolongercoming"

Me:"I'mnotyou,IsticktowhatIsaid"

Him:''don'tstartwiththat,pls"



Me:"ambonxibake"

Him:"khazondxibisasthandwasam"

Me:"ndonqena"

Him:"that'spartlywhyIwantedyouhere...Ihavea

businessmeetingateightinMosselBaybabe

khawenzekalok"

Igotupandfollowedhim,Itookoutclothesforhim

ashelotionedhisbody...Ntandouyakwazubawisa

umntuwavelawamangesuityeseleinfrontofa

massivemirror:oyhuhayzandiyboneindoda

enedramakangakamna.Ihadtopinchmyselffor

concentrationonwhatIwasdoing:v:vIevenironed

forhimkubandifunaadeagqibeokukuthambisabut

haysanawathichuumfanaandtobehonestIwas

gettinghornierbytheminute.Mynippleswere

standingtoattention,Idon'twannatalkngezinye

iindawo.

Me:"done"



Him:"thanks"

Atleastbynowhehadhisundieson...atleast.Isat

onthebed,withcrossedlegswatchinghisget

dressed,heonlyworesocksnevestthencameto

kissmylips

Me:"what'sthatfor"

Him:"tothankyou"

Thenwekissedagain...ThistimeIstrippedthatvest

off!Itwasn'tmebantuabangcweleitwasthe

desiresinaction,hiskisseswereseductiveinevery

angleandhewashotterthanthelasttimeI

remembered:/hegotmykneesweakhegotmy

jointsknockedupuntilIwasparalyzedbylusthe

strippedmenakedandshoweredmewithwet

kissesallover...untilhereachedthekingdom and

openeditsgateswithbrevity,thequeenwas

standinginauthorityhebowedbeforehermajesty



andkissedherslowly,suckedherinandtoyedwith

her....Iwasinanotherlevel.Theeasierwayforme

tohandlethesepleasureswastoputapillowonmy

faceandfazethemoansandscreamscozhewas

doingmesogood,Icouldn'tkeepmymouthshut!

HaikeyaworsewhenheenteredngoZ'khaliIswear

ndamthuthangazozonkewhenIreachedthe

climax...

Whenweweredonewiththecoupleofroundswe

had,welaytheresidengilesobabini.

Youbettertrustmengecuddlingkesana...number

onekaloklowo.Ilaymyheadonhischestandloses

myeyes,heencircledmybodywithhisstrongarms

andkissedmyforehead.

AsIdozedoff,IrealizedthatnomatterhowangryI

canbewithhim...heismyveryowntoxin.Ican'thelp

it.I'vegotitbadforhimbutthatdon'tmeanI'lllet

himplayme...no,anhebetternotmistakethisweak

pointwithmyweaknessentirely,cozthat'llbehis



biggestmistake.
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IswearIsleptlikeababywhowasdruggedwith

Panadosyrup.BythetimeIwokeup,hewasfully

dressedintheclothesIchoseforhim

Isatupandyawned,hecametositnextto

me,kissingmefromthenecktowardsthelips

Him:"undenzandfuneubuyakwamsinya"

Me:"mmh,that'sagoodthing"

Him:"butIcan't,I'veneglectedalotofthingsthat

side"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Wekissed:vIwasjustgladI'llhaveChumaallto

myselfwithoutfearinguzongenaloorhe'llvisither

withoutmyknowledgeyabo.?



Me:"mmh,Ishouldgetreadytoo"

Him:"wehave45minutes"

Me:"that'senoughformetobathANDeat"

Ndohlikaandwalkedtowardsthebathroom,inmy

birthdaysuit...Icouldfeelhiseyes,whenIreached

thedoorIturnedandwinkedathim

Me:"pleasemakethebed"

IclosedthedoorassoonasIsaidthatcozIknew

hewasgonnaprotest.Ibathed,soakingmyselfinthe

warmthofthebubblingwaterjustthinkingthings

through,mylifebeforeNtandowasnotthis

complicatedbutitwasn'tboringeither..whatifhe's

nottheone?Maybeubambolwamlusathesaa

amabathasomewhere!Iclosedmyeyes...

StrangelyenoughIdidseemyselfashiswife,the



motherofhischildren,thewomanhewakesupnext

toeverymorning,awomanofgreaterstature,a

womanofintegrity,astrongwomanofvirtue...right

alongsidehim,asmuchofathugasheis,Isawthe

bestinhim.Morethanwhathismothersees.I

snappedoutanddrainedthewater,cameoutofthe

bathroomandwenttodrymyselfinfrontofthe

mirrorafterthatIlotionedmybodyndanxiba

Me:"wecango"

Him:"khazohlalanexttome"

Ididthat

Him:"Iloveyou.IfIcouldI'dstandontopof

KilimanjaroandannounceittotheworldthatIlove

youandonlyyou"

Me:"oh-kaaaaay"

Him:"whenIfirstsawyou,Isawthatfierce

spirit,loyalty,respect,humility,obedience...Icould



countmore"

Me:"whatareyousaying"

Him:"Idon'twantsituationsorpeoplechangeyoutis

somethingyou'renot,somebattlesaremeantfor

Godtofight,notus"

Me:"referringtolesituationkaChumakenono,hay

mntakadadandikuvancam.Ndilindenjekancinci

uyaqonda?Justgimmetime,thenI'llletGod

continuewhereIleftoff"

Him:"Iwon'tstopyou,you'retheonewhofeltthepain

mostasmuchaswebothlostason,butplsdomea

favor,don'tgethurtintheprocess"

Me:"I'llbecarefulnottoo"

Hecameforthandkissedme,Ikissedhimback.

Me:"don'tmistakemyloveforyouasmyweakness"



Him:"Idon't"

Me:"I'dratherbehappyalonethanbetraumatizedor

abusedinaunion"

Him:"Iknowthat,myaimistomakeyouhappy,give

youwhateveryouwantandbethereforyou

wheneveryouwantmeto...Ifitmakesyouhappy.

NyembezizakhoarenotsomethingIlove

seeing,theytearmyheartintomillionpiecessoto

avoidthat,I'dratherdowhateverittakesjusttosee

yoursmile"

Ihuggedhim...thoughhewasjustsayingwordsbut

theyweremeaningfulwords.

Me:''I'msorry,aboutjunior"

Him:"we'llmakeanotherjuniorwhenwe'reboth

ready...thoughengazobangulobutwewillhaveour

ownchildinduetime"

Me:"yeah"



Wehuggedforacoupleofsecondsthenheadedout

totheairport,Ihadtoseehimoffkalok.Wekissed

forsometimethenheboardedthePJwahamba.I

returnedhomeandcookedformyselfuLukekalok

uhlalaaphoahlwelwekhonaandI'msurprisedthey

don'taskforhelp,maybetheyhaveawedding

plannerorsomethingneh?Icookedgqiba

ndangqengqajustchilling

Sosocalled

Me:"ntwana"

Him:''usharpsan"

Me:"mojandodawena"

Him:"pholaz,lewayinecriminalrecord,aclosedcase

whereshekilledaman,paralyzedoneandburnt

downahousewithamaninside"

Me:"what'sherconnectiontotheseman"?

Him:"onewasherabusivestepdad,theotherwas

herexbeforeshedatedtaBeastandtheotherone

washersidedishwhileshewaswithtaBeast"



Me:"interesting"

Him:"that'snotall"

Me:"izanazo"

Him:"she'salsoamule,wassentencedto15years

imprisonmentbutsomehowonlyservedamonth

andherdocketsdisappeared"

Me:"soshewasreleased"

Him:"yes....nowourjoyisthatIamnowin

possessionofthosedockets"

Me:"hahaha!Nowthat'smydawg!Iwon'taskany

questionsaslongasyouwon'tgetintrouble"

Him:"notatall,Iuseddadscontactsntwanayam"

Me:"that'sgood,hopefullythey'retrustworthy"

Him:"theyare,somystrategyisthatweshouldleak

thesedocumentstothepressandseewhatcomes

outofthat.Ifnothingboils,thenwe'llcomeupwith

planB"

Me:"Ihaveafriendhereatschoolwhostudies

journalismBUTIdon'twannaputhislifeatrisk"



Him:"myeke,we'llusehimlateron.I'lluseafriendof

mineinDailyDispatchEastLondonfirstthendie

BurgerhereinCTthenwhenthesetwohavethe

story,itwillbealloverthenews"

Me:"okay,I'llfakeatwitteraccountandpostthat"

Him:"useaninternetcafékebabe,notanyoneofyour

phones"

Me:"gotit"

Him:"we'lltalklateraboutanyother

developments,khawyekendiyophanda,wenalala"

Me:"thanksbuddy"

Him:"anytime"

WhoahLord!!!!

ThisisthebestnewsI'veheardtoday...butIstill

wannahearhowshe'sdoingphakwesasibhedlele!
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AfterthatphonecallIhadtimetothink,Ihadtimeto

reevaluatealotofthingsandasmuchasIwantedto

punishandtortureChuma,Ihadtoknowbaubabelo

uinvolvedkangaknanikuyoyonkelentoYalentombi.

Somyonlyoptionwastocallandfindout...

Him:"Nkos'kazi"

Me:"doyouhavetimetotalk"

Him:"yes,yousoundserious"

Me:"Iam,Ineedtoknowacoupleofthings"

Him:"okay"

Me:"Chumakilledaman,paralyzedoneandburnt

downahousewithamaninside...whatwasyour

involvement"?

Him:"wheredidyougetthatinformationbabe"

Me:"doesn'tmatter,celaundiphendulebabe"

Hesighed



Him:"canIjustaskwhatchuplanningtodowiththat

information"?

Me:"no,youcan'taskmethat"

Him:"okay...Iuhm,Imadethedocumentsofthelast

casedisappearfromthepolicecustody"

Me:"canyoubetraced"?

Him:''no"

Me:"ifthecasereopensnothingwillcomebackto

you"?

Him:"no...unlesskelamjitawhotookthemtalksbut

otherthanthatndigrand"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"howdidyougetholdofthisinfor?Whatchu

gonnadowithit"?

Me:"you'llknowsoonenough,enjoyyourmeeting"



Him:"I'llcallyouwhenI'minCT"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...

IgaveSosothego-aheadifuNtandouyaxokathen

he'sdughisowngraveandingenindawo.AfterthatI

fellasleep.

.

.

.

FollowingmorningIwokeupwith3missedcalls

fromNtandoIcalledhimback

Him:"morning"

Me:"goodmorning.usharp"

Him:"I'mgood,you"

Me:"good.Sawyourmissedcallsoflastnight"



Him:"ohthat,wasjustfulfillingapromisekalok"

Me:"mmkay"

Him:"youstillasleep?Aren'tyousupposedtobe

preparingforclass"?

Me:"yhobabe,mzimbawamawvumitu"

Him:"iyhoutheni"

Me:"IthinkIneedafullbodymassage,mymuscles

aretense"

Him:"gotoaspa,I'llpayvianet"

Me:"useriousbabe"

Him:"ewelove...haveyoucheckedyourmails"?

Me:"ha.awhy"?

Him:"ImailedyouthepieceDieBurgerdidonwhat

youaskedmelastnight"

Me:"Usisthandwa,I'llcheckthatnownow"

Him:"sowhatnow"

Me:"nowIwait"

Him:"babywam"



Me:"nana"

Him:"please....don'tletthisthingchangewhoyouare.

Thisisnotyou,itsangerIunderstandbutplease.

Let'sratherbookatherapistkesiyesobabiniIdon't

mind"

Me:"let'spraybythetimeyoucomebacktoJoziI'll

bedonewithher..."

Him:"okay"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyoumoremylove"

Me:"haveaproductivedaykedaddy"

Hechuckledandwehungup...immediatelyIwentto

openmyemails.Yhomtchanam,usenjeniuChuma!

Thethingstheywroteabouther....:DIquicklytooka

bathandheadedtothehospital,wenttoherward

ndafikaegqibonikwaiipillsIwaitedoutside.The

doctorandnursesleftndangenawithabroadsmile

andcarcloser..shewasconfusedshame,herface

saiditall.



Me:"youlookgreaterthanIexpected"

Her:"whatthehelldoyouwanthere"?

Me:"Icametoseehowyoudoing,butIcanseeyou're

doingmuchgreat"

Her:"fokofaaphaTrina"

Me:"notbeforeIreadthisforyou"

Iopenedlawayndamfundela...hereyespopped:vI

enjoyedwatchingherfaceasIcontinuedreading.I

readtheentirearticlealoudandsmiledattheend

Me:"you'resuchastrongwomanyouknow,pity

someofusdon'tneedstrength...weneedpeoplein

powerandauthority"

Her:"you'veruinedmylife"!

Istoodupandlookedhertearyeyeswithoutmercy



Me:"Youkilledmyson,Iwillnothaveafirstborn

againcozyoukilledhim.Iwon'tkillyou,I'mno

murdererbutI'llmakesureyouregretthedayyou

wereborn"

ThenIwalkedout.

Iwenttoclass,SosoemailedmetheDDpaper

ndafundathenaftermyclassIheadedtoaspa,the

billwasmailedtoNtandoandhepaidndagoduka.

AmonthpassedandChuma'snewswereheating

airwavesalloverthecountry,nothinghadchanged

betweenbaeandIandIwasn'tlookingforanymore

ammunition.

Baewassupposedtoreturnmonthendneh?

AkabuyakeChumawasdischargedfromthe

hospitalbutshewaswheelchairbound,thattoxin

andthatcaraccidentkilledherjointssomnano



Sosocontinuedwithourinvestigationtacticsonher.

SoaweeklaterIdecidedtocomeoutfromschool

andheadtotheShisaNyama,madeanorderand

waited.

Her:"heyTee"

Ilookedup..fakedasmile

Me:"Chloe"

Her:"Ijustcametosayyoulookgorgeous"

Me:"oh.Thanks.Iguess..."

Her:"thebossreallyknowshowtochoose,andit's

clearheknowshowtotakecareofhiswomen"

Ilookedather...

Untilnowsheneverstrikedmeasthetalkative



personsheseemstobe

Me:"soyoureckonIlookthisgoodbecauseofyour

boss"?

Her:"whoelse?You'reinvarsityliketherestofusyet

youalwayslookonpoint"

Me:"andthatisaproblemhow"?

Her:"we'reworkingourbuttsofftolookhalfasgood

asyou,andyou'renot.Isn'titclearthatsomeoneis

takingcareofyou"

Me:"wow.Erh...pleasecallVincentforme"

Shemuttered

Her:"Ididn'tmeantoupsetordisrespectyou,Iwas

justsaying"

Myordercamethrough,ItoldtheguytocallVince



formeandheleft

Her:"cummonTee"

Me:"Ithinkyou'vesaidenoughofwhatyouwanted

tosay,canIeatnow?Pls"

Her:"tyoh"

Shewalkedaway,Vincecameoutandjoinedme

Him:"sup"

Me:"Idon'tappreciatebeingcrossquestionedby

yourstaffaboutmypersonallife"

Him:"staff?Whodidthat"

Me:"Chloe"

Him:"okayI'llattendtoit"

Me:"thankyou"



Waphakama...Iatemymeal,paidthebillandtipped

theguyanddrovehome.Iwantedtoputmyfeetup

andcallSosoonsomenewdevelopmentsonour

case.
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Ireachedhome,strippednakedandtookjusta

sarongtowraparoundmybody:vJozihadadopted

Durban'sweatherforthatday,IswearIwouldhave

walkedaroundnakedqhaiintlonistoppedmeand

thenIcalled

Soso

Him:"mfazwegintsa"

Me:"associate,ugrand"

Him:''ndimojasweetywena"

Me:"I'mcool...gotanythingnewforme"?

Him:"I'veleakedsomeinfotothecopsbutI'mstill

waitingtoseetheirreaction"



Me:"okay,udiscreetmos"

Him:"hundredpercent"

Me:"aytke,I'llawaityourcall"

Him:"shosan"

Wehungup...

Someonebuzzedthegate,Ihadtocheckthe

cameras:vdealingwithChumaIcan'treallyriskmy

lifenowcanI?WellImustsayIwassurprisedtosee

bae'scarcozebengumntuobusymoslasttimewe

spoke,anywayIopenedforhim.HedroveinIopened

thedoorandsatonthecouchbusyonmytab,he

walkedinIlookedupandsmiled

Him:"awsablushi"

:vakase!

Istoodupandwehugged,Lolhishandwentbelow

thewaistImovedbackandkissedhim,foravery



longminutethenwesatdown.

Me:"awsemhle...unekhomkhom"

Him:"CTweatherkeepsmeindoorsbyforcekalok"

Me:"isitcold"

Him:"raining,stormy...Ihadtoescape"

Me:"mmh,awlambanga"?

Him:"youcooked"?

Me:"IcouldhaveleftoversbutIdidn'tcook

today,bendizokuordelasomething"

Him:"let'srathercooktogether,I'vehadenough

takeawaymeals"

Me:"andsedinwebabe"

Him:"you'llsitonthecounterkalok"

OhwellIcouldn'treallycomeupwithanyother

excusesoIleadthewaytothekitchenandwe

startedcooking



Him:"babelewayuynxibileyokuthwayintongama

layo"

Me:"saronglove"

Him:"yho,hayidangeroussthandwasam"

Ilaughed,lewaywasabitofaseethroughsoI'm

surehecouldseeI'mnakedunderneath.

Me:"yintonngathiawyazlentouybonaphanafondin"

Him:"kalokndisedessertsothefirstglanceivele

yavusaiintentezamasirayeli"

YhoIblurtedoutlaughing!Icouldn'thelpmyself,I'm

serious,Icouldn'thelpmyself.

Me:"babeamasirayelianententenah"?

Him:"tchinngokubabehambeifortyyearsedessert



uthibalalaphinababe"?

Me:"oohokay"

:v

:v

Wecooked,playingandjokingaroundthenwhenwe

weredonewewenttositeloungewithourfoodand

indulged.

Him:"how'sschool"

Me:"great,morework"

Him:"I'mexpectingdistinctionsalltheway"

Me:"you'llgetthemuzobona"

Him:"mmh"

Ikeptquiet...

YazwhatChloesaidwasbotheringmecozIjust

realizedbayintoabayithethayoleyaqhayena

wangugqatsiwewayithetha.



Him:"babe"

Isnappedoutofit

Me:"mh"

Him:"what'swrong"

Me:"wrong?Ohnothing"

Hestoppedeatingandheldmyhands

Him:"talktome"

Me:"nomanbabe,itsnothingtoworryabout"

Him:"okay,butitsgotyoudistractedsotellmewhat

itis"

Icalculatedbutendeduptellinghim

Me:"okayfine,don'tmakeabigdealofitneh"



Him:"okay"

Me:"IwasattheShisaNyamaearlier,oneofyour

waitresseswalkeduptomewazincokolisake"

Him:"Libo"?

Me:"ha.a"

Him:"mmh,whatwastheconversationabout"

Me:"sheimpliedthatIlookedgoodngenxa

yakho,thatsomeofthemhavetoworktheirasses

offtolookhalfasgoodasmekodwamna

andiphangelindawondibendinjena"

Him:"wenaiyakihluphalonto"

Me:"babeuyayiqondaphofbalentoithethwangu

lomntanacanbeinterpretedinanotherway?That

I'musingmybodytogetmoney"

Him:"didshesaythat"

Me:"shedidn'thaveto,sheimpliedit"

Him:"okay...maybeshedidn'tmeanitinabadway"

Me:"maybe"



Icontinuedeating,healsocontinued.Myphonerang

Ilookedathim

Him:"what"?

Me:"Chuma"

Wathula...

Me:"low"

Her:"Ineedtoseeyou"

Me:"excuseme"?

Her:"ndifunaukubona,awsivanaisilungu"

Me:"awphilanga"

Her:"itsurgentTrinaIneedtoseeyoutoday"

Me:"youdon'tgettoordermearoundsisi,and

besides,I'mbusytoday"



Her:"please.I'mbeggingyou"

Me:"whateveritis,itwillhavetowaittillIhavea

chanceoryoucanmeetmeintowninanhour"

Her:"Ican'tdrive"

Me:"askyourfriendorcallacab"

Her:"awnokwazukuzaaphaendlini"

Me:"whoneedstoseewho"?

Her:"okayI'llseewhatIcando"

Me:"I'llwaitforyourcall"

Her:"okay"

Ihungupndabekalophonephakude!Shehasa

nerve!Nx!

Helookedatmewithoutsayingaword,Iknewthere

wasalothewouldlovetosaybutbeingNtandohe

won't.WhenweweredoneIcollectedthedishes

ndazivasaandpackedthemokondithecwaka,he



cametothekitchenwhileIwassweepinghetook

thebroomfrommyhandsandputitasidethen

turnedmetofacehim

Him:"don'tdothistoyourself"

Me:"youdon'tunderstand"

Hekissedme.

Iwasnumb.

Iwasangry...yazxauyijongalentoI'mnoteven

supposedtobeangry,youknow?ButloChumalona

maneventhementionofhernamegetsmyblood

boiling!Tearsrolleddownmycheeks,hewipedthem

off,theypouredandhejusthuggedme,myknees

weregonnafailmeprettysoonbutthankGodhe

huggedmetighteruntilIhadnomoretears.Thenhe

walkedmetotheloungeandwenttofetchwater

ndaselaandcalmeddown

Me:"thanks"



Him:"uyaybonaphoflentoisnothelpingatall"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutthisnow,plsbabe"

Him:"okay,packaweekendbagsihambe"

Me:”no...I'lluhm,I'llfollownobakungomso"

Him:"ngomso"?

Me:"I'mnotreallygoodcompanytoday,I'mhoping

tomorrowI'llbefine"

Him:"itsokay,Iwon'tbotheryou"

Me:"babepls"

Him:"Ican'tleaveyouinthisstatebaby,justpacka

fewchangingclothesandtoiletriessihambe"

Igotupandpushedmyselfupstairs,Ipackeda

weekendbag,worelongtightsandastraplessbra

underneaththesarongandthenreturnedtohim

ndamnikalabagsayongenakweyakheimotoandhe

drove.



Him:"there'ssomethingIneedphakoVince"

Me:"Ihopeawyelilantobendikubaliselayonake"

Him:"no,sokwehlikasobabiniuybonelento

ndiyoythatha"

Me:"kay"

SowereachedtheShisaNyamasohlikasobabiniand

walkedtotheoffice,Iwasbusyhavinga

conversationwithAmandaonWhatsApp:vImissed

beingcrazywithher.

Istoodbythedoorwangenayenaandtookagun

kwisafethensaphuma,LolIwasn'tshakenatallyaz.

OnourwayoutIsawChloe,Vincewhowaswalking

usoutsawherfirstthenlookedatme...herfacehad

alotsayingspityherlipscouldn'tspeakthemout

Him:"mkhuluwanginenkingala"

Beast:"whatproblem"

Him:"Trinahasbecomemyproblemforalongtime



now"

Me:"me?WhathaveIdonenow"?

Beast:"babywenzeni"?

Him:"rememberyousaidshemustn'tpayxaezotya

apha,nobufunaicocktail"?

Beast:"ewe"

Him:"uyabhatalaleyenaandshegoestotheextent

oftippingoffthepersonwhoservedher"

Beast:"wellmyekeni,she'sgotamindofherown.

Canyouaskthemtomakeusporkquickly"

Loleshe!

Vince:"eyamalini"?

Him:"R200izobhatalwangubabe"

Wesatdownatthelasttableandwaited,IsawChloe

Isignaledforhertocomeover:vvincewasgoneso



akhonix!Shecameandmutteredhergreeting

Me:"canyougetussomerefreshmentspls"

Her:"whichones"?

Me:"whiskyontherocksforhim,cosmopolitan

cocktailforme"

Her:"wedon'thavecocktailsthistime,butIcanget

youanyjuice"

Me:"waterwillbefinethanks"

Her:"whiskeycomingrightup"

Wahamba....

Him:"whyisshetense"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,Idon'tthinkIcarekefuthi"

Him:"zulibalekungakhathali"



Lol,theyboughtmethatwaterandaglassthenthe

otherordersapholakefuthiemvakoko.
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Wedidn'teatourmeatthere,wetookithomebutI

didpaytheR200yayoandtippedtheguywho

braaieditforusthensagodukafikakwethuendliniI

wentupstairsandgotinbed,myheadwasthrobbing

butjonga,Imadesureallmyphoneswerewithme.

Hecameupandsatnexttome

Him:"youokay"

Me:"slightheadache,I'msureI'llbefinewhenIwake

up"

Him:"whatdidyoudrink"

Me:"water"

Him:"okay,I'llbedownstairsifyouneedanything"

Me:"okay"



Hekissedmeandgotup...

Me:"babe"

Him:"mh"

Me:"plswakemeupifuzophuma"

Him:"Iwon'tgoanywheretoday"

Me:"kay"

HeleftclosingthedoorthenIslept,myheadwas

reallythrobbingandIonlywantedtosleepitoffnot

eatmedication,I'vehadenoughofthatwhenIwas

pregnantwithjunior.Iclosedmyeyesandslept....

Hahaha!IyhoinjustafewsecondsndileleIsaw

Chumaburningthehousedown,itslikeIwasre-

livingthathorrificdayIlostmybabybutasmuchaI

criedinthatdream,Isurvived,Ipushedherbackinto

thefireandranoutandsheburntdownwiththe

house.YhowhenIwokeupIwassweatyand

heavingforbreath.Ilookedaround,everythingwas

stillnormalIwenttothebathroomndabuyaand



checkedmyphone,hadamissedcallfromEvesoI

calledherback

Her:"heeeey,I'vebeencallingyouinallyourphones"

Me:"Iwassleepingfondin,howareyou"

Her:"I'mgreat,howyouholdingup"

Me:"justfine"

Her:"I'msorryIwasn'tthere"

Me:"itsokay"

Her:"Boobooistalking,that'swhyIcalled"

Me:"ohmyGod!Really?Whereishe"?

Her:"he'ssleepingnow...whenlastdidyouvisit

mom"?

Me:"yhoIdon'tknow...butshe'swithMarcusmos"

Her:"yeah,I'mgoingovertherenextweekend.Imiss

them,especiallydad"

Me:"yholasttimeIwastheremyheartwasin

pieces...Ihopedadhasatleastwokenup"



Her:"MarcisquietaboutitsoIthinkitsbetterIsee

formyself"

Me:"yeahneh,how'sLD"

Her:"he'sstillthesame...hegotaninternshipat

SARSbuthe'llonlystartnextyear"

Me:"wow!That'shuge"

Her:"itisandI'mgoingtoCubawithacoupleof

otherstudentdoctors"

Me:"heeeh!Y'allareprogressinghuh"

Her:"wehaveanadditionalpersontothinkof,sonow

everythingwedohastobeforhisfuture"

Me:"he'sluckytohaveyouashismomma"

Her:"andyouashisaunty..how'staBeast"

Me:"he'sstillthesame,justmorecaringnowafter

whathappened"

Her:"thatniqqalovesyouLilsis"

Me:"youthink"?

Her:"Ithink?Don'ttellmeyoudon'tseehisefforts?



Orhaveyoufoundyourselfanotherman"?

Me:"noman...Ijust...sometimesIdon'tfeelwhathe

saysthoughhemeansit"

Her:"youneedtotellyourselfthetruth,youlovehim

andyou'remostafraidoflosinghimthat'swhyyou

needthatconstantassuranceofhislove"

Me:"kalokEvehespendsmostofhistime

working...mosttimefarawayfromme"

Her:"andonceyougraduateyoutoowillspendmost

ofyourtimeworkingfarfromhome"

Me:"uyadikavha"

Her:"nawetchi,justappreciatethedude.He's

everythingyoueverwishedforinaguyandtotopit

all,he'sthebadguyontheoutsidebuttheloveron

theinside"

Me:"hahaha!YhuuuEvelyn"

Her:"youknowI'mright"

Me:"yeahwhatever,whenyoureturnfromCTinform

me,ImissBooboo"



Her:"I'lldothat,havetogonow.Keepsafeokay"

Me:"Iwill,thanksforthecall"

Her:"anytime"

AfterthatIwentdownstairsandfoundbaewithtwo

guysinaseriousconversation...

Me:"erh..Molweni"

Theylookedupandsmiledbavuma

Me:"uhm,I'llbeinthekitchen"

IturnedtowalkawaycozIdidn'twannaintrude

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"come"



Iwenttositnexttohim

Him:"thisisjustasuggestionsokeepanopenmind

toit,okay"?

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"I'vecalledtheseguysheresoyoucansee

them"

Me:"okay"

Him:"andIwantthemtobeyourbodyguards"

Me:"bodyguards"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"ooh"

LolIwasdumbforamoment
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Therewassuddenlysilenceintheroom...theywere

probablywaitingformetosaysomething,Iwas

amazedthatubabethinksIshouldhavebodyguards

butmostlyIwasreallytakenbythehotnessofthese

gaurds>_<theylookedalike,fit,notdarknotlightin

complexionandtheyhadpitchblackneatlycombed

fadesentloko.Damn.

Me:"canIthinkaboutit"?

Him:"sure,I'llcallyouguysneh"

Them:"shotabeast"

Theyfistbumpedandleft..hewalkedthemout,I

wenttomakemyselfcoffee.Ndayigqibelanini?He

camebackndisazamisa

Him:"Ihopenamndinayo"

Me:"youcantakemine"



Hetookmycupwandishiyaapho,Iputrusksina

plateandwenttohimelounge,Iputmylegsonhis

lapaswehadthatcup'a'cozymoment.

Him:"sleptwell"

Me:"baddream"

Him:"bout"

Me:"nonespecific...you'rehereforhowlong"

Him:"untilIknowyou'resafe"

Me:"from"?

Him:"I'mnotansweringthat"

Me:"mmh"

Myphonesallrangatoncendapholaapha

entloko,andilogezamna

Him:"hayzithenphonezakhozakhalazonke"

Me:"ngulasathanaunguChuma"



Him:"howcanyoubesurewithoutevenchecking

who'scalling"

Me:"she'stheonlypersonI'mexpectingacallfrom"

Hetookthetab,privatecaller.TooktheiPhone,

privatecaller.Tookthelastone,nayoprivate

caller...helookedatthephonesthenbackatme.

Wazibekaonthecoffeetableakathetha

Theystoppedndamhlekacozthelookonhisface

wasjusthilarious

Him:"babethisisgettingputofhand"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"stopitwhileyoucan,otherwisewe'llhave

ourselveslockedinacobweb"

Me:"khawmemanbabe"



Ipickedupmyphoneandcalledher...

Her:"yinton"

Me:"sund'qhelakakubi"

Her:"fuckyoubloodyhell"

Me:"Chumadon'ttellmetofuckmyself,I'llfuckyou

upungazazinesdukosakhondak'xelela"

Her:"undbuzeKuNtandomnauyeva?

Ndakuphahlazaubuchophonjengbaungena

ngqondonje"

Me:"mamelakelovie,let'sjustletthisthingplayitself

outneh?"

Her:"kudibeneiimazizodwamntanam,uzocaca

ukubaulisanaelisancacaebeleni"

Me:"uyimaziwedwa,ifyouwannaknowmetakea

dictionaryandsearchforafemaleversionofthe

beast"

Ihungup



Me:"Ineedthoseguys"

Him:"that'sfastthinking"

Me:"adtheybetterknowtheirjob"

Him:"Itrustthem"

Me:"sho"

Icontinuedlikenothinghappened.ItextedSoso

whatjusthappened,hesuggestedIconvincebae

siyeeKapasohecantakemetohisfather'sfriend

whoownsashootingrange.Ineededtimefor

this,babewillseeitsuspicious...Ornot:/

Me:"canwegotoCapeTown"

Him:"whysosuddenly"

Me:"IthinkI'mlosingmyselfapha"

Him:"okay...whataboutschool"

Me:"sizoyaWednesdaykalokIdon'thaveclasses



ThursdaynaFriday"

Him:"okay,I'llcallMo"

Me:"thanks"

IinformedSososoallhehadtodoismakean

appointmentonmybehalfkulachap,ifChumathinks

I'marunovershebetterthinkhardercozndizixelele

I'mnotbackingdownandIdon'tevenwannainvolve

mybrothersinitcozshe'dbedeadinasecond.

Ispentmydaywithmymanindoorswithallour

phonesoffsothatmeantwewerewithout

distractions,weactuallytookittotheextremesof

chillingupstairsinbedinsteadofthecouch

Myheadwasonhischest

Him:"babe"

Me:"love"



Him:"awkafuniunditshatanangoku"

Iliftedupmyhead,Ihadtolookhimintheeyeswhen

Ianswerhim

Me:"babeit'snotthatIdon'twantto,thetimingisnot

right"

Him:"forwho"?

Me:"forme...look,youwillknowwhenthingsare

goodformethenIwon'tprotest"

Him:"mmh"

Ikissedhislips

Me:"Istillloveyou"

Him:"Iknow"

Me:"andIknowI'llbehappierasyourwifemorethan

asyourgirlfriend"



Him:"I'mgladyouknowthat...nowcomecloser"

:v

Wekissed

Andkissed

LolIrealizedthatspendingtimewithyourlover

doesn'thavetomeanyouguysmusthavesexual

intercourseyoucanjustspendtimeby

cuddling,talking,restingorevenjustlookingateach

otherinsilence.Itwasworkingformeeitherwaŷ_̂

Him:"thewayyou'resmiling"

Me:"youmakemehappy"

Him:"evenwithallthedrama"?

Me:"youalonemakesmehappy,dramaineseason

yayoanditwillpasslikeallseasons"

Him:"you'regettingwiserbyeachdaythatpasses"



Me:"andithinaweuyandkhulisa"

Him:"oohmntanam"

Hahaha!Yhuakhomntuapha!
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Wespentthedayindoors,inbedmostlythenhis

phonerang,wathethaforjustafewminutesand

hungup

Him:"thatwasmylawyer"

Me:"oh"

Him:"he'sbeeninformedthatlacasekaChuma

ivusiwe,apparentlythey'vefoundthemissingdocket"

Me:"sowhyinformyourlawyer"

Him:"he'stheonethatuhm,gotherfree"

Me:"youmeanyougaveheryourlawyertostandfor

her"?

Him:"yes,anditmadesensecozshedidn'thave

anyoneoranythingbackthen"



Me:''Isee...whyyoutellingmethis"?

Him:"babeI'mjustdoingwhatweagreed

on,remember"?

Ikissedhim.

Irealizedthatthismustbedifficultforhim,Ihadto

understandthefactthathewasonceinlovewithher

justlikeheiswithme,hewoulddoanythingforher

justlikehedoesformesotherewasnoreasonfor

metobeselfishboutallofthis.

Him:"whatwasthatfor"

Me:"you'reagoodman,atheart.MorereasonwhyI

can'tstoplovingyouevenifIwantedto"

Him:"I'mnowaynearbeinggood,butItrytobegood

fortheonesthatIlove"

Me:"formeyou'reperfect.Sowhatnow,wheredowe

gofromhere"

Him:"she'llhavetofindherownlawyerkalokxoz

icaseyonaivukilekuzoxoxwafromscratch"

Me:"oh"



Him:"ifthingsgoaccordinglyshecouldgetarrested

andsentencedforlifecozthatdocketcarriesalotof

crucialinformationabouther,thingsIwouldn'tliketo

discusswithanyone"

Me:"weallpayforourmistakes...maybemelosing

juniorwasalsoapaymentindisguiseyouknow?I

wasn'tsupposedtogetpregnant.Idisappointedmy

parentsjustlikeEve"

Him:"That'snonsensebaby"

Me:"I'mjustsaying"

Him:"okaycanwemoveontosomethingmore

productive"?

Me:"haveyouthoughtaboutwhatIsaid"

Him:"huh"?

Me:"eyobandifunauhambanawesiyeKapathis

weekend"?

Him:"surecasesiyahamba"

Me:"enkosi"

IthoughthardngalewaykaChuma...



NowworryyamnguOwe,unlikeThandohe'snotvery

usedtonotbeingaroundhismomandkengokifI

getmarriedthere'sahugepossibilitythattheirdad

willwantustoliveunderoneroof.Nowhowdoi

lovewithachildknowingverywellI’mthereason

uMammakheengekho.Butsheisthereasonunyana

wamengekho.

NowIcouldn’thelpbutfeelsomesad.Ijustkeep

wonderingwhathewouldhavelookedlike.

Ebezofananaban?Wouldbebelikeoneorhisfather?

Me:”AremyactionsjustifiedoramIjustwrong?”

Him:”Explain?”

Me:”ForwhatI’mdoingtoyourbabymomma.Are

theyjustifiedoramIjustwrong?”

Him:“Baby,Nobodyknowshowyoufeltwhenyou

realisedoursonwasgoneWhatChumadidwas

uncalledforandIunderstandyourlashingout”

Me:”But?”

Him:”ButIjustwishyoucouldstop.Idon’twantthis

changingyou.LikeIsaidbeforeangerisdangerous



andIdon’twantthattoaffectyou...butialso

understandthatyoufeellikeyouneedtodothis....

soIwon'tstandinyourway.Iwillletyoudo

whateveritthatyoufeelwillhelpyoudealwiththe

pain.I’mjustheretomakesureyouaresafe”

Me:”Iloveyou.Ireallydo,andIthankyoufornot

interfering.”

Ikissedhim.IfeltlikeIshouldjustsealallthiswitha

makeupsessiononourbed.

WefellasleepineachothersarmsandIhavetosay

Iwashappy.IwoketohimstaringatmeandIjust

staredback.Wekeptthatintenseeyecontactandi

feltmyinsidesmelt(figurativelyofcause)Thisguy

justsomeeffectonme.IthinkI’maddictedtohis

love.Iranmyhandsthroughhisabsandwekissed

forawhile.Wehoppedofthebedandgotreadyfor

myclass.

Iwaskindofgladwespentthewholeofyesterday

together.
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ImetupwithSosoindeedandhetookmetothis

guy,hetoldmeI'llneedmoretimebutobviouslyhe

couldgetmypaperssoonerifIcancooperateLol

that'sanacademicwayofsayinghecouldgetmy

papersquicker,illegallysoveleIwantedtoprotect

myselfIhadtocooperate.Afterthefirsttwo

sessionsweheadedbacktothemallnefriendyam

andsataroundwaitingforrefreshments

Him:"sohowwasit"?

Me:"trilling...butI'mscaredofhowbabewillreact

whenhefindsout"

Him:"you'llhavetotellhim,excludemyname,cozyou

doknowhe'swellconnected"

Me:"yhondizozamachap,aykholulaloway"

WedrankupthenIcalledbae

Him:"Sibongile"



Me:"yhoyintonkangakafondin"

Him:"heeekantibabeay'logamalakhonaheli"

Me:"sul'bizangeforcekalok"

Him:"okayxoloke,what'saup"

Me:"celauzond'thathabra"

Him:"haibobabe,ndingubrangoku"

Me:"heeeyazyimistakesthandwasam,sorryvha"

Him:"ayt"

Me:"uyeza"?

Him:"I'llsendGuddacozI'mkindaswampedright

now"

Me:"ooh,uphiwenangok"

Him:"I'matthewarehousebutI'llbebackintimefor

dinner"

Me:"okay...kodwamntwamndonqenaupheka"

Him:"awnamaliaphakuwe"

Me:"erh...no"



Him:"okay,I'llgiveGuddayou'llseewhattobuy"

Me:"thanksntwanayam"

Him:"heh,uskeuxakekexaufikekwelikapa"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

-

IlookedatSoso

Him:"what"?

Me:"yazbraIhaveafeelingheknows"

Him:"yhohaikesan"

Me:"nochill,ndizomxelelabutnotnow"

Him:"ooh"

WewaitedforafewminutesthenIsawGuddafrom

adistance,motozabozvelenjezibenesithinzi>_<

man!IhuggedSosoandwenttothecarndahlalae

back



Him:"haiboTeeizongenangapha"

Me:"hayndirightnalaphabhuti"

Hefixedtherearviewmirrorandlookedatme,I

lookedatmyphonesahamba

Him:"thebigguysaidyouwantedtobuyfood"

Me:"yeahcelasiyekwaNando's"

Him:"sharp"

HedrovetoNando's,nowIhadtoorderwhilewe'rein

thecarthenhedrove...ashewasdrivingIrealizedI

willnotbealrightifIgotothathousendihlale

ndedwa.Yhu!Ndizoqalandikhumbulalaminikalok

yhoIcalledhim

Him:"Baby"



Me:"you'llfindmekwaMarc"

Him:"huh"?

Me:"haibobabe,you'llfindmekwaMarcus"

Him:"awuyiendlinikanti"

Me:"ha.Anababeyho"

Him:"mayIaskwhy"?

Me:"youwouldn'tunderstandbabemanqha

uzugqithengam"

Him:"okaysharp,didyougetfood"

Me:"yesI'lldropitendlinifirstgetwarmthenI'llgoto

Marcushouse"

Him:"alright,Iloveyouokay"

Me:"Iknowsthandwasam"

Wehungup

Me:"Guddabrandcelaundiseendlinikuqalathen

kwaMarcus"



Him:"noproblem"

Wedrovehome,ndafikandabekaukutyathenItook

acoatandmyownwalletndaphuma.Gotinthecar

andaskedGuddatodrivetoKFCjustnje

ndingangeniemziniwomntundiphaca,afterbuying

thebucketwewenttoMarcushouseandGuddaleft

me.

IwalkedinandLizlaughed:vitwasanunexpected

visit.

Her:"youlookgreat,howareyou"

Me:"Ifeelgreat,whereismyboy"

Her:"youdon'tknow?Heliveswithmyparents,Ican't

copewithwork,schoolandbeingamom"

Me:"you'renotdonewithschool"?

Her:"Istartedanewcourse,workrelated.Evewas

herenotsolongago"



Me:"shetoldme,ismomstillhere"

Her:"eh,no...shenowliveswithKeriandherhusband"

Me:"oh"

Wathula...

Thatwasasurprise.

OkayIpushedthatoneasideandweconversed

moreaboutherownlifeandmybrother:v

Ispentnomorethantwohoursthenthecars

chargedin

Me:"thisstillhappens"

Her:"waittillyoumarryhim,you'llseeforyourself"

Me:"whosaidanythingboutmarriagenow"

Her:"youdon'tplanto"?



Me:"Idon'tknow"

Her:"vat'en'sitisn'tagoodideatrustmeIknow,soif

youreallylovehimbettergetmarriedtohimthan

justbeinghisothergirlfriend"

Inodmyheadandlookeddown...thenoutsideas

theyallwalkedin.Iwassooocomfortableyaz,Lol

kalokMarc'shouseishometome.theywalkedin

andgreetedbahlalaphantsi,Marc,Rangerandta

Beastwalkingattheveryendoftheline:vmake

cametohugme

Him:"youlooksgreat"

Me:"Ifeelgreatboet"

Him:"mmh,canwetalkaside"

Ismiledandgotup,babeseyesmetmyownbutwe

didn'tsayathing.Sahambanobrotherwamand

wenttothepatio



Me:"sup"

Him:"Iwantthetruthokay"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"today...youwenttoseeJerry.Why"

Lol...Iwasn'tsurprised.Notevenonebit.

Me:"doesyourbossknow"?

Him:"notyet"

Me:"kay...Iuhm,Iwannaprotectmyself.Thatchickis

apsycho"

Him:"whichchick"

Me:"hisex"

Him:"butagun?Areyousureyouwannatakethat

route"?

Me:"I'mnotsurebutIthinkfornowit'llhelpme

fondin,kamandiyouknowhowdangeroussheissoI



reallyneedtofeelprotectedevenwhileallofyouare

hereandI'mallaloneinJo'burg"

Him:"yeahneh"

Sakhesathula.

Ranger:"Marc,youhaveacall"

Him:"okay...let'sgoinside"

Me:"I'llfollow"

Loltheywalkedin.

IfMarcknows,sofastthenbeastshouldknowand

kenyhaniihavetotellhimmyself.

KwatyiwakebutIdidn'teat,Idrankcoffeethenmna

nobaeweheadedhome,sthecwakakeapha

endleleni,infactIwassobusyonmyphoneikinda

forgotabouthim.Wereachedthehousewalkedin

andwentupstairs,hefollowedafterawhileand

foundmeundressingtotakeashower



Him:"canIjoinyou"

Me:''erh...no"

Him:"hehhaibo"

Me:"andyouknowwhy"

Wahlekawakhulula.Ilefthimndayovasa...rightnowI

wasn'tinthemoodformakinglovenyhani.Whenhe

walkedintheshower,Iwasalreadydonendaphuma

ndayokusulaandworemyPJsthenwentdownstairs

toprepareandwarmourfood.Hecamebackalsoin

PJswahlalaeloungewaitingforme,Iservedthe

foodsatya

Him:"uthen"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"you'redistracted"

Me:"oh...nahayonto"



Him:"usure"

Inodmyheadancontinuedeating...myproblemis

thatweagreedontransparencyngokukunzima

ugcinalewayasasecret.
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AfterweateIwenttowashtheplates,Ididn'thear

himcomingincozokondicingananalento

bendiyenzanamhlanjesoasIturnedwithaplateon

myhandandadishclothIgottheshockofmylife

whenIsawhimleaningonthefridge,toapointthatI

droppedtheplateanditbroke.Mywholebodywas

shakingexceedinglyanduncontrollablyngoku

yavelayangathindibuyelabacktosquareone.

ImmediatelyafterIdroppedtheplatehecameto

pickupthepiecesapologizingshame,whenmymind

snappedback,Ibentdownandhelpedhimpickup

thepieces.Whenwewerealmostdone,remember

I'mshakingneh,Icutmyselfmistakinglyyhowayeka

yonkelontoandtookmetothesinkwavulela



amanziholdingmyhandstill:'(yatshotshozela

kanjan?Yho!Ievenhadtearyeyesbynow

Him:"I'msorryokay"

Me:"babendikuvileitsokay"

Henursedthewoundanddresseditusingthefirst

aidkitthenndamshiyandayolalaashefinished

pickingupthepieceswhenhewasdonehejoined

meinbed,Iwasn'tsleepingatallyaz,Ijustchanged

myPJtopintohisT-shirt:vndifunanjeelavumba

lakheandIwaswatchingVuzu.Foramomentthere

wassilence

Me:"babe"

Him:"mh"

Me:"itsjustacut,sudeubenestressngaleway"

Him:"Iknow,butdoyouseethatyou'rejumpy,ngoku

uyaziyobaitsonlythetwoofusinthishouse"



Me:"erh..."

Him:"babeIrepeat,youneedtoseesomeonetohelp

youwiththetrauma"

Me:"ashrink?BabyI'mnottraumatizednje,thiswas

aonce-offthing"

Him:"babe"

Me:"lovie"

Him:"ubanenkaniisnotgoingtohelpyou,getting

helpandacceptingitdoesn'tmakeyouweak"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Him:"thenlet'sgethelp,together.I'llbethereevery

stepoftheway,I'llhelpyouwitheverytask...I'lldo

anythingjustsoyoucanbetheS'bongilethatI

know"

Ndathula.

Iwasn'tjustquiet.

Ihadalumpinmythroat,averybiglumpfuthi.



Somethinginhisvoicewaspainstricken,Iclosedmy

eyesandletthetearsflowatfirstheletmecry,I

knewhewaswatchingmethoughthiswasasilent

cry.Afteracoupleofsecondshepulledmecloser

ndalilanyhanikengok.Icriedndanesingqalasade

saphelakwashiyekaumfixizoqhathenImovedback

andcleanedmyselfup

Me:"itstillhurts"

Him:"itsokaykaloknowtellmewhyulilangoku"

Me:"myheart...Itstorn.IwanttoseeChumasuffer,i

wannaavengemybabyneh....but..."

Ibrokedownagain

Thistimeitwasvoicedout,painfulandheartfeltand

againheembracedme.

Andaznobandimndiyatefaorwhatbutthiswasthe

onlytimeIcriedndaxolaandIswearthishousehad

thateffectandthememoryofeverythingjust



becamefresh....Butkendathulasahlalainsilence,I

turnedandfacedtheothersidendalala.

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"ulele"

Me:"hm"

Hekissedmyshoulderwandiyeka.Ndalala

mtchanam.Foroncendalala.ItisonlynowthatIhad

peaceinside.Iwasn'tfakingit,Iwasn'tpretendingto

beatpeace,IwasatpeacebutmaybeIhadtogofor

thattherapysessionjustforspiritualpeaceand

healingformysoul.
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ThefollowingmorningIwokeupbeforehimand

wentforajogleavingallmyphonesbehindexcept

fortheoneIuseoncallingandtextingSoso:v



coincidentallyIwasusingittolistentomusicwhile

jogging.

WhenIcameback,Ntandowasawake.Iactually

walkedinwhilehewaspacingaround,Iwasheaving

forbreath,heturnedwandijonga:/Iwasconfusedke

yilookthatIgot.

Me:"morning"

Him:"morning"

Iranupthestairsandwenttoshower,cameoutand

gotdressed.ThenImadethebedndaqoqoshanje

andwentdownstairsndafikaehleliphantsilooking

down

Me:"babe"

Helookedup



Me:''usharp"

Him:"yeah"

Me:"okay,I'llmakeusbreakfastneh"

Him:"thanks"

Iwenttomakebreakfast,Iplayedmusiconmy

phonejustsomehappysongsman.WhenIwas

doneIdishedupforusandservedthefood,weatein

silenceforawhile

Him:"yougotmescaredforacoupleofminutes

xandvukaungekho"

Me:"huh"?

Hedidn'trepeathimself,hehman,isheserious?Don't

tellmehethoughtI'drunaway:o



Me:"ubucingandiyephi"

Him:"Idon'tknow,butkaloksileleungekhorightwhat

wasIsupposedtothink"

Me:"yho...I'msorryIgotyouworriedbabe"

Him:"you...seemalotmorebetterthanlastnight"

Me:"Iguessthecryinghelped"

Him:"andadmittingthatitstillhurtsyou"

Me:"thattoo...sosizoyaninikekwitherapy"

Hestoppedeating,lookedatmeandsmiled...Iknow

>_<

Him:"you'reserious"

Me:"ewekalok,ifyouthinkitsthebestthingtodo

thenlet'sdoit"

Him:"Ihopeyou'renotdoingitformekebabe"

Me:"no,I'mdoingitprimarilyformebutIknowfor

surebothofuswillbenefit"



Him:"Icouldkissyourightnowyaz"

Me:"qhayouwon't,youmouthisfullofegg"

:vhethrewmewithadishclothndaphephaandthen

wecontinuedeating,heofferedtowashthedishes

thenwechilled,kindabucuddledonthecouch.LolI

stillhadtomeetSosoontheotherhandIwanna

stayputwithbae.

Him:"Iwannamakeyouhappy,notjusthappyinthe

eyesofyourpeoplebuthappyngaphakathi"

Me:"I'mhappyalready,Imadepeacewithallthat

happenedandI'maskingGodforthestrengthto

continuebecauselifereallygoeson"

Him:"I'mgladtohearthat"

Me:"nowwithallthatsbeensaid,plsnehIhave

somewheretogoto,sondcelaukishiya"

Him:"uyaphi"

Me:"I'mmeetingSoso"



Him:"niyaKuJerryagain"

Ndomelwangumqala.

LolIthoughhard,ndavelandancuma.Hisownsmile

broadened.

Me:"Ishouldhaveknownyou'llfindoutsooner"

Him:"'youhaven'tansweredmyquestion"

Me:"ewebabesyaKuJerry"

Him:"mmh,uhambekak'hle"

Lolndaphakamayaz.Iwentupstairsndanxiba

njee...thenndabuyelaKumnuntuwami.

Me:"Iwantedtotellyou,qhandoyika.Kwayizolo"

Him:"itscool,needaride"



Me:"usure"?

Him:"wellIdowannaspendtimewithyoubutubusy

soeveryLilminutecounts"

Me:"okay...masambeke.Areyouokaywithitthough?

Nowthatyouknow"

Him:"bendizokusanamwhenIseeureadybutits

okay,Iguesstrainingsoonerdoesn'treallychange

theplan"

Me:"yhobruh"

Him:"andingobruhwakhoke"

Ismiledandtookonephone,leavingezinyebehind.

HedrovemetotheshootingrangeIcalledSoso

sesiphabutstillinthecar

Him:''ndiyaphumaendlinisodibanasamespot"

Me:"morningSoso,no.We'llmeetattheshooting

range"



Him:"okay"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...

Afterafewminuteshecalled

Me:"ntwana"

Him:"areyoudriving"

Me:"no"

Him:"thenuyenjankwaJerry"?

Me:"yhomfethu,khaw'khawlezeI'lltellyouwhen

you'rehere"

Wathicwaka...

Him:'"dammitheknowsneh?Ohcrap!Asimuncu

man"



Me:"hewon'tkillyou,relax"

Him:''ndiyimincemeatalready"

Iburstoutlaughing.UyaphambanauSosobethuna.I

hungupstilllaughing

Me:"babeSosomightnotcome"

Him:"whynot"

Me:"woyikawena,nowthatyouknow"

Wahleka

Me:"ndcelaumfounelengokwakhobabepls"

Hetookouthisphoneesahlekâ _̂Lolhaysana

namindothusilereactionyakhetothisJerrything.
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Hecalledandhadthephoneonloudspeaker

Soso:"hello"

Him:"hehfondinslindewenaapha"

Soso:"yhobra,yaz...Okay"

Him:"15minuteskendoda"

Soso:"okaybra"

Thenbaehungupandwelaughed

Sosocalledme

Me:"baby"

Him:"yhoha.anasanandizokwazukuzamna"

Me:"why"

Him:"yhohaymfethu"

Me:"brakhawyekeubastubborn,ubabeknowsand



he'sokaywitheverything"

Him:"brangubabewakholoh,he'llbeofbetter

treatmenttoyouthantome"

Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Him:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"plsmanI'mbeggingyou"

Him:"okayfine.Yho"

Hehungup.

Ilookedatbaeandshrugged

Him:"what'supnow"

Me:"Sosoandmazmanbabe,ukoyikanyhaniphof"

Him:"awman!ShouldIcallhimagain"

Me:"ha.amyeke.Hekconearound"

Him:"okay,masingenekeasfumane



sesingaphakathi"

Me:"okay"

Wewentinside,JerrylaughedwhenhesawNtando:/

theyshookhandsandhugged

Him:"dude,whatbringsyouhere"?

Beast:"wellIguessyoudidn'tknow,thisladyover

hereismymadam"

Him:"wow!Sonowyou'retrainingherintothegame"

Beast:"Iwish,she'sgotamindofherown"

Me:"erh...I'mstillhere"

TheylaughedandconversedevenmoreasIwaited

forSoso,theyleftmekebayoncokolaasidethen

SosoparkedoutsideIwentoutandmethim

there,wehugged



Him:"howdidhefindout"

Me:"withhimyouneverknow"

Him:"he'snotangry"?

Me:"no,surprisingly.He'sinsidecomein"

LolSosowasreallyshaken.

Wewalkedinandwentthroughtotheshootingside

babebencokolakeaba,Sosogreetedthenmy

sessionstartedandtheywatched

WhenIwasdonewewentoutkeandheadedtoour

cars

Beast:"Lwandiso"

Him:"taBeastbra"

Beast:"ufundisaumnkamuphathaumpungoku"

Him:"yhobra"

Beast:"withoutmyconsent"



Wathula.

Me:"babeyazbonake"

Beast:"heeendirongondawninahbabe"

Me:"hayyekananoSoso...ntwanayam,ngomso

sametimeneh"?

Him:"we'lltalkonphone"

Me:"okay,thankyouforcomingevah"

Him:"always"

Wehugged,IgavehimR200yepetrolthenhe

left,namndangenaemotweninobhutibaeandwe

wentoutforlunch...Orderedourfoodandstuffed

ourselves

Me:"ndothukilekenamhlanje"

Him:"wothusweyinton"

Me:"yourreactionngalewaysisukakuyo"



Him:"heee"

Me:"nyhanibabendothukile"

Him:"I'mnotamonster,youknow.I'mhuman,Iknow

whatfeelingsareandIknowthatnomnyeumntu

unazo"

Ouch.

Ohkay.

Ndathulandatyaqha

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"mh"

Him:"nowyoumoodhassuddenlychanged"

Me:"nahitsnothing"

Wathula.



WhenweweredoneeatingIheadedstraighttothe

carandhefollowedrightaftersettlingthebill

wangenaanddrovehome,fikakwethuendlini

ndayolalacozmywholebodywaspainful,crampish

Hewalkedin

Him:"usharp"

Me:"mzimbawambuhlungu"

Him:"I'msorry..Erhm,theguysarecomingover,since

Ican'treallymeetthemkwaMarc"

Me:"yho"

Him:"nodon'tworrywe'llsortourselvesout.Get

somerestneh"

Hekissedmyforeheadandwentdownstairs.
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Iclosedmyeyesandtriedsleeping,butasmuchasI



wantedto,Icouldn't.Ididn't.ToapointthatIheard

theguysdownstairsbengxolachattingandlaughing

ndazincamaanddranktwoparacetamol'sukuze

ndilale.

Iwaswokenupbyaphonecall

Me:"mh"?

Her:"hi,usharp"

Me:"hm"

Her:"you'resleeping?Ohsorryforwakingyouup

ndimuChuma"

Ilookedatmyscreeninsurprise,Chumaisneverthis

nice.Notevenonce.

Me:"pardon"?

Her:"itsmeChuma"



Me:"Icanseeyournumber,ifunani"

Her:"Iwantedustotalk,womantowoman"

Me:"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou"

Her:"pleasejusthearmeoutokay,Iwannaapologize

toyouforeverything.I'msorryTrinaplsforgiveme"

Isatupandsupportedmybackwithaacontinental

pillow

Me:"you'resorry?Forwhat?Whatiseverything"?

Her:"thepainIcausedyouandNtando"

Me:"mxm"

Ihungup,leftmyphonetherendayovasaubuso,the

housewasquieternow.ThenIwentdownstairsI

washungrykengok

Iwenttothekitchenandmademyselfasandwich

androoibosteaandRangerwalkedinwithglasses



Him:"Mrs"

Me:"hey"

Iwalkedtotheloungeandateup

HemusthavefollowedmekecozIheardhisvoice

ndisatya

Him:"howdoyoudoit"

Me:"dowhat"

Him:"thethingsyoudobehindhisback,fullyknowing

uzozazi"

Me:"I'mnotfollowingyoutaRanger"

Hesatdownandlookedatme,sizingmeencumile:/

thecreeps

Him:"theinformationyougotonChuma,whatyoudid



withitandtheresultsofit"

Me:"results"?

Him:"don'tactdumbnow,weallknowshe'sbeen

arrestedsincelastweekandhe'snotevenliftinga

fingertohelpher"

Ididn'tknowthat.

Ntandoknewitandhedidn'ttellme.

Ohwait,that'swhyChumacalledmeearlier,prisonis

notforcoconutskalokshameman.

Me:"wellIdon'tseehowthisaffectsyou"

Him:"itdoesn't,butI'mworriedaboutyou.You're

slowlybecominghim...andI'mworriedifyou'llcope"

Me:"I'mbecominghim?KantiRangerwhereisyour

loyalty"?

Him:"heknowsitswithhimthere'snodoubtabout

thatbutyou'retoosweettobecomeagangstawife"



Me:"haha!Toosweet?WhydoIfeellikeyou're

crushingonme"?

Him:"ifIam"?

Me:"you'llgethurtndoda,sukaapho"

Him:"whydoIfeellikeyou'reflirtingwithme"

Me:"me?Flirtingwithyou?Haymntakadad

uphazimile"

Him:"really?"

Ndamjongandamhleka:v

Him:"what'sthejokenow"

Me:"youare"

Him:"wellthere'snonewronginfancyingsomeone"

Me:"wellthere'ssomethingverywronginfancying

yourbosseswife"

Him:"wife?Where'sthering?Lobola?Ohcommon



Teeuyayaznawehe'stoodangerousforyouand

kemnakespeakingfromexperience,hedoesn'tstop

oncehesmellsblood,nobalelikabani"

Ilookedatthisguy...really?

Me:"yazworryyamnguwe.Allofthisbullyou're

sayingcouldhappentoyou,anydayanyminuteyet

youthinkyou'reinvincible"

Him:"I'mhisrighthandman,hetrustsme"

Me:"andyousomehowthinkhe'llbelieveyoumore

thanmeneh"

Him:"itsaguything,neverallowanychicdestroy

whatyouhavewithyourboys"

Me:"mmh"

Beast:"pityshe'snotjustanychic"



RangerjumpedoutofhischairandlookedatNtando,

IwassurprisedtoobutIdidn'tmakeittooobvious.

Him:"shobra,khawyekenehTee"

Me:"oh...okaysho"

Herushedoutofthelounge,baecametositnextto

meandlookedmeverydeepintheeyes

Him:"feelingbetter"

Me:"...yeah"

Him:"good.We'regoingtothebeach"

Me:"oh..."

Him:"goandchanges'hambenikebabe"

Me:"nam?Ithoughtitsonlyyouandyourguysnje

babe"

Him:"they'rebringingtheirgirlfriendskaloknjelove"

Me:"haymanbaby..."



Him:"Lizwillbetheretoo"

-_-

Me:"kayfine"!

Hekissedmypoutedlipsandwalkedupstairs.I

collectedthethingsIusedforeating,washedthem

thenwentupstairs.Icouldheartheshower,and

smellhisshowergel...verymasculineandmanly,LolI

sawmyselfundressingkwangokoIwassooogonna

joinhim.

Iwalkedinthatshowerboothstalknaked,hisback

wasfacingthedoorsoasIwalkedinmyhands

touchedhismasculineback,absandarmsthenhe

turnedandfacedme.Wespentanintenseminute

justlookingateachother,eyetoeyeandbam!Itfelt

likewewerepushedbysomegreatforceaswe

hungeredandkissedeachother.Heforcedme

againstthatwallandthenhecontinuedkissingme



rightfullyandinallthecorrectionalplacesthen

somehowIfoundmywayoutofhisembrace.

Me:"weshouldn'tdothiswhileyourfriendsare

downstairs"

Him:"theywon'tcomehere"

Me:"mmhbabykodwastill"

Hecuppedmyfaceandkissedmealloveragain,and

nowthiswasforcedwithhungerforeachother.Lust

wasdrivingmecrazy.
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WeDidourdeed,hot,wet,messy...anddelish:p!The

wewalkedoutiftheshowertoourroomsayonxiba

Me:"babe"

Him:"mh"



Me:"Ididn'tbringanythingsuitableforbeach

weather"

Him:"youdon'thaveshorts?That'ssounlikeyou"

Me:"Imeanbikiniandswimwearmanbaby"

Him:"oohkay,we'llbuyitontheway"

Ichosetowearawhiteshortcasualdresswithblue

andwhitewedgysandalsnomakeup,andnojewels.

Heworeblueshorts,Adidassandalsandwhitevest

thenhepackedsomeguns

Me:"isthatnecessary"?

Him:"youneverknow,preparefortheworstatall

times"

Idecidednottosayanythingfurther,whenwewere

donewewentdownstairsandmettheothers,Iwent

tohugmybrothersancokolanjeethenwhen

everyoneelsewaspresentwegotinsidethecars



andheadedtothebeach.

Wegotcrazy...hadfun...

.

IwantedtobuysanitarypadscozIsuspectedthat

mytimewasnearersoIaskedbaeformoney

wandinika.Imusthavewalkedjusttwokilometers

awayfromthemwhenIfeltasharpandstrongtug

aroundmyarmIlookedupandsawfourguys,they

didn'tgivemeachance,whentheyrealizedIsaw

theirfacestheyinjectedmewithsomethingand

carriedmetotheircar.

Iwasout...

Butnotfortoolong.

WhenIwokeupIwastiedontoachair,botharms

andlegs,Ilookedaroundandtheentireroomwas

pitchblack.Ipanicked.Lawei.ThenIheardvoices

comingtowardstheroomIwasin



Theyopenedandswitchedonthelight,nowIcould

seethemproperlywithoutmasks

Icaughttheirnamesbriefly,theonewhospoketo

mewasS'gcebhezana,tallandhandsomeendaweni

yakhe

Him:"awsemhlemansweetness,yazayikufanelanga

lentoyothandananoBeast"

Me:''whatamIdoinghere"

Him:"whatareyoudoinghere?WellIdon't

know...butI'msurewe'llknowsoonenough"

Ndathula

Iwasafraidneh,Iknewthatthiswasnowthereality

ofagangstaslife,andfromwhatIreadbackthen

youcan'tshowthemyou'reafraid,youcannotafford

todothat.

Thisguywasmovingaroundtalkingonphonefora



verylongtimethentheyleftmeandlockedthedoor.

Ididasilentprayer,Ididn'thavemyphoneswithme.

HowthehellwillNtandoknowI'mintrouble?I

wantedtocrybutsomethinginmedidn'twantmeto

sondahlalanjaloandwaited.Kantindiyendalala

kokokulinda

Ifeltasharpstingonmyleftcheekndothukaand

openedmyeyes,thisguywasslappingme.Not

S'gcebhezana,anolderguy.Alsohandsomeinhis

ownplace.

Him:"heybeautiful"

Me:"wasthatnecessary"?

Him:"aah,cheekytoo"

Me:"whyamIhere"?

Him:"you'reherebecause...Wewantyoutobehere"

Ndathula.Iwantedtodrawiskhohleladeepdown

andspitonhisfacebutIheldmyself.I'malady,in

anysituationImustshowthat.IfKupossible.



Him:"lemmeintroducemyself,I'msureyou'veheard

aboutme.NdinguBraKillakenontombi"

Me:"youdolooklikeakiller"

Him:"that'scozI'vekilledmanypeople,Ican'teven

countthemonmyfingers"

Me:"amIsupposedtocongratulateyou"?

Him:"nontombi,cheekdoesn'tworkwithme"

Me:"Iguesssarcasmdoes"

Wathula...heturnedslowlyandthengavemea

backslap,bloodstreamedfrommynoseandtears

followed.Wahleka

Him:"you'renotsostronghuh"?

Ikeptquiet



Him:"now,Ineedyourcooperation.But,IthinkI

shouldleaveyouhereforadayortwo.Justtomake

sureyou'llcooperatefaithfully"

Hetapedmylipswiththatsilvertape

Thenhewalkedout,Iheardhimpushingboltsand

padlocks!Thentheroomwasfilledwithdarkness.I

lookedupandcried...yhothisIneverimagined

ingenzekanakumyesIknowithappensbutkum?So

quick?Icriedmyselftosleep.FollowingmorningI

waswokenupwithcoldwatersplashedonmyface

obviouslywettingeverythingIhadon...Iopenedmy

eyes.Iwashungry.

S'gcewasherewithbraKillaandtwootherguys.

Ands'gcecameforwardandremovedthattapeso

painfully.

Him:"acoconutlikeyouisusedtothosebibthings

I'msure,butnowweain'tgottimeforthat"



Killa:"Ihearyourmanisoutandabout,lookingfor

you.Shameman"

Ididn'twannatalk.Bandenzeicheekngalamanzi.

Killa:"Ithinkweshouldcallhim"

S'gcedialedanumberandputitonloudspeaker

...tworingsthenheanswered

Beast:"hello"

Killa:"ThemeanBeasthimself,kunjanndoda"

Beast:"braKilla.Zkhiphanitaima"

Killa:"aah,respectfulasalways.Hehndoda,Ihave

somethingyoumightliketohearhere"

Beast:"really"

Killa:"hm,justlisten"



Thentheybroughtthephonenearerformetospeak

ndathulayazmna,s'gceslappedme,Ijustletmy

tearsflowwithoutasound.

Killa:"wow...thisismoreenjoyablethanIplanned"

Beast:"whatis"

Killa:"justgimmeafewminutesskeem,ndifuna

uziveleungavingobaliselwa"

Oneofthetwoguyscamecloserwithanelectronic

shocker,andshockedmeontheribsIscreamedyho

waphambanauNtandoonthephone,nowIverbally

cried.Thatshitispainful.

Beast:"baby?Listentome...calmdownandlistento

me"

Iwasstillcryingbutinatiredlowvoice

Killa:"ah!Strikesanervehuh"?



Beast:"braKillawhatareyouplayingat?Wenzan

grootman?Uzoypasalewayuyqalayo"?

Killa:"ndiyiqalayo?I'mmerelycontinuingwhereyou

leftofmyman.Seehowsweetyourownmeds

taste"

Beast:"baby"

Me:"mh"

Beast:"I'llgetyououtofthereokay?Ipromise"

Killa:"don'tmakepromisesyouknowyoucan'tfulfill

nyana"

Beast:"braKilla...We'lltalksomeothertimeneh"

Hehungup

Killawatshongesiqhazolosentsinisana.Myentire

bodywasnowpainful.I'vebeenonthischairforfull

24hours,withoutfoodorblankets...Yho.
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TherewereshutteringsoutsidebutIcouldn'tmake

outwhatwasreallyhappening.

Killa:"nana,we'llleaveyouforafewhours,someofus

haverealworktogetto,realbossestoreportto"

S'gce:"tape"?

Killa:"doubleit"

Nyhanis'gcedidashewasinstructed.Tapedme

twotimesandthentheyleft,Iclosedmyeyesandlet

theyearsflowtirelesslyhowIwishedIwasn't

tied,maybeikhonaintoebendinoyenza:(butnowI

wasstuckontothisweldedtothefloorchair.

**Ntando'sPOV**



Icountedtheminutesitusuallytakessomeoneto

goandbuyanythingfromtheshopsandsomething

wasn'taddingup

Me:"Gudda"

Him:"grootman"

Me:"khajongeuS'bongilebauphikudalaemnkile"

Him:"shota"

Guddawalkedtotheshopsandcalledme

akamfumani.AtfirstIthoughtShe'sononeofher

tricksbutmygutfeelingwasn'tonagreementsoI

calledafewfavoursfromafewpeoplethenIheard

thatshewasseencarriedbytwomanintobraKilla's

warehousedowntownsobythetimeKillacalled

me,IalreadyknewthathehadherandIwasplanning

myexplosiononhim...onethatwon'thurther.

Hearinghercrystirredthebeastdeepdowninme,I

wantedtoroarbutitwasn'ttherighttime.God



knowsIdon'tlikehearingnorseeinghercry,ithurts

me.DifferencetodaywasthatIwasn'thurt,Iwas

angryatmyselffornotprotectingherlikeIpromised.

IwasangrycozIknewshewillnotcooperatewith

themandthatcouldleadhertoevenmoredanger

thanshealreadyisandthatalonemeantthatI

shouldactfast,thisismywifewe'retalkingabout.

Notjustafamilymember,no,she'smyfuturesothe

thoughtofwhattheycoulddotoherwasjust

disgustingandnotverysettlingwithme.Stru'bob.

********

IthinkIdozedoffonthatchair,thinkingabout

bae,mybrothers,mysistersandmostofallastrange

thoughtoccurredorrathercrossedmymind:who's

mydad?Whereishe?Whyishenotevenattempting

tosearchformeoramInotthatimportant?These

thoughtscrowdedmymindI'mtellingyou.Bythe

timetheguyscamebacktheybroughtmefood,bra

Killawasn'twiththem,itwasthosetwoguyswith



S'gcebhezana

Him:"Nkwerauntieonehandazotya"

HedidasinstructedthentheyputaboxofKFCmeal

onmylap,Ilookedatitandbackatthem

S'gce:"itsnotspiked,itya"

Me:"howwillIknowyou'retellingmethetruth"

Him:"wedon'twannakillyou,youmeannothingtous

theonlypersonwewantisyourboyfriend"

Me:"thenwhatamIdoinghere"?

Him:"weknowhe'llcomelookingforyou"

Me:"andifyoukillmeorpoisonmehe'llcomeright

afteryounjeitsthesamething"

Hestoppedwhathewasdoingattheotherendof

theroomandcametokneelinfrontofme,hetook



onepiece,brokethebreadinhalfwancindakula

gravywatya

Him:"ifwewantedtohurtyouwewould'vedonethat

already...Umhle,sexyandwehaveallaccessto

you,todowhateverwewannadowithyou"

Idon'twannalieIdidn'texpectthat,hewasnicer

todayIdon'tknowwhy.Andit'strue,iftheywanted

tohurtmetheyhadallthechancetheyneededbut

theydidn't.Theyjustmadesurendiyatya...strange.

Huh?

Me:"youseemsmarterthanyourreality"

Him:"you'rehungry.Eat"

Thenheleftmethere.Ndazincamandatya.WhenI

wasfinishedhebroughtmeasealedbottleofwater

ndaselathenhetiedmeupagain.Baphinda

bahamba.
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***Ntando***

GatheringtheteammeantthatIhavetotell

Marc'O'Poloeverythingandknowinghimverywell,he

didn'tsaymuch.

Whenhe'sfurious,hedoesn'tsayalotsoIknewthat

hewaslividkwaubaaveleathiOKandthenleave

mestandingthere.Iknowndimoberongo,hedid

statehisconcernswhenIstarteddatinghissister

andnowallhehadtosaywas"Itoldyouso"but

beingaSmith,he'dneversaythatstraightforward.

Icalledthewholegangcozwehadtostrategizeon

anattack...anattackthatwouldn'tendangeru

S'bongile.

Me:"areweallhere"



Ranger:"kushotauTulzta"

Me:"uphi"

Tulzwalkedin...

Him:"ndimloh"

IclearedmythroatasMarcrolledouttheplanfor

thewarehouseandpinneditonallfoursthenhe

movedaside

Me:"Gents.BraKillaisontous.Nowisourtimeto

strategizeproperlyandinacleanwayifpossible"

Gudda:"braKillauphindalawarnagrootman"

Ranger:"seemslikeit,butnowwe'recallingonallour

guysforbackup.PEandDurbanwillbeheretonight

onlyJoziandZimwillbeheretomorrow"

Tulz:"kantiwhenarewestriking"?



Marc:"that'snotimportantrightnow"

Ranger:"firstweneedastrategygents"

Kwathicwaka.

Me:"I'mlocatingtwoguysfromJo'burg,twofrom

DurbanwithyouRanger.TwofromZim,twofromPE

withGudda."

Tulz:"me"?

Me:"you'regoingwithMarcusandthreeguysfrom

Malawi"

Tulz:"ohokay"

Marc:"I'mgoingalone"

Ilookedathim...

Me:"excuseme"?

Marc:"Idon'tneedbackup,I'llgoaloneyoucantake



therestofeveryonewithyou"

Me:"lasttimeIcheckedIgaveordersaroundhere"

Marc:"I'msurewe'reallawareofthat"

Me:"thenyoushouldalldoasIsay"

Marc:"you'renottalkingtomerightnow"

Waphakamawaphuma

Iswallowed.

Me:"gents..thisistheplan"

***

Whentheycamebacktheyweremorethanten...all

dressedinblackandtheysetoutsomethingonthe

table,somethinglikeamapbathethapitytheywerea

distanceawayfrommesowhattheywere

discussingwasvagueinmyears.Theyspentabout

fourhourstalking,arguingandthenfiveleft



kwashiyekaenyeifivewhoweresupposedlythereto

guardmeincludingabos'gceke.

Isattherethinkingabouteverything.

IwonderedwhatMarcwasdoing,howhefelt.Luke?

HavetheytoldEveandKeri?Howwerethey?I'm

suretheywon'ttellmom...heeehasdadwokenup

maybe?Mxm.

S'gce:"nontombi"

Ilookedupathim

Him:"IthinkitwillbebestifIgiveyouasedative.

You'retooyoungtoseewhatwe'reabouttodoin

thisplace"

Me:"whateveryousay"

Him:"ndincedananawekeapha,I'msureyouhaven't

seenyourmaninaction"



Ndamjonganjee.

Oneotherguytoldhimnottogiveme,I'mcheekyand

forwardblahblahblah!Haynayewahlala.

Thatdayendedkungenzekanganto,followingday

too.Thirdday,theganghadafeastdayatthe

warehouse,celebratingsomething.Killawashigh

evha?Veryhigh.Cloud15highevuzanezinkcwe.He

leftthegroupandcametowhereIwastied,came

withasmokingokapipehepulledachairandsat

rightinfrontofmeblabberingenukaphuquutywala

Him:"yabonanontombi...Siziboss!Notbyname,but

byactions"

Ijustlookedathim,Ihadn'teatentoday.Nothingat

all.

Him:"yourmanthoughthecanbeatusatourown

game...hahaha!Mxmimuncukanjanlalaitie.Youdo



lookboredthough...khatsaleapha"

Me:"uphambene"

Wahlekaandstoodup,camecloserwiththatthing

hewassmokingandheforceditintomymouth,I

wascrying,kickingbutinvaincozeventuallythe

smokedidentermylungsthenIcoughedupinpain

asitpenetrated

Him:"uzabastrongolikeyourbrother,ayiwilandoda"

Haikendavelandatshayaqhaqwaba.:'(ukuqhunywa

okungakokesanacoztheymixeddaggawiththe

flavourszikbethaufloat'eabovesurface.
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Jonga,phaaaebusukuIwokeup,cabaIhaddozed

offndiqhunyiwe.

WhenIwokeup,thehousewasfull.Notjustfull...I



sawMarcusashewascomingnearerIimmediately

criedneh,butwithoutvoicecozwhenhesawthatI

sawhimhesignaledthatIshouldkeepquietsoI

justclosedmyeyes.Hereachedmeanduntiedme

fromthechair...hescoopedmeupandcarriedme

outside,walkingoverdeadbodiesphof.When

outside...Killawasalreadywaitingwithagun

Killa:"Marc'O'Polo,mymy...youknownoboundaries"

Marcdidn'tsayaword,hejusttightenedhisgrip

aroundmyhungoverbody.

Killa:"Idon'twannakillyou,youknowIhavenothing

againstyou.Putthegirldownandleave"

Marc:"putthegundown"

Killa:"putthegirldownMarcus"

Marc:"Theonlywayshe'sgoingdownisifyoushoot

me"



Killa:"that'seasy"

Marc:"andifyoushootme,bettermakesureyoukill

me"

Thentherewasthisawkwardsilence.Iwas

mumbling,IwantedtotellMarcIwasabouttovomit

butIcouldn'tsaytheexactwords,myspeechwas

twisted.

Iheardagunlocking,ndatsibaandfellontheground

ndakhuphakabuhluuungu,thewstoodtherewatching

me.WhenIwasdoneMarcextendedahand,Itookit

gotupwipingmymouthandlookedatKillastillwith

agunpointedonmybrother,Marcuswasn'tfazed.

Notonebit.

Killa:"Allyouhavetodoisletthegirlgobackwhere

youfoundher,I'llletyougofree"

Marc:"allyouhavetodoistodropthegun"



"Hewon'tdropashit!Thatmotherfuckerruinedmy

life,nowI'mdestroyinghersforgood"

WeallturnedandsawChumawheelingherselfinon

awheelchair.Jongakwaphelanenauseaombona

kwam.IletgoofMarc'shand,helookedatmeI

lookedatChuma

Killa:"wellbabygirlthisisyourwar,notmineIguess"

Her:"SibongileTrinaliqueSmith.Youthoughtyou

couldgetmelockedupthateasilyhuh?WellItold

you,andiyontangayakho,nowI'mheretoshowyou"

Ismirked.Walkedclosertoherandstoodwithmy

handsonbothhips.

Me:"andIcan'twaittoseewhatyouhaveinstorefor

me"

Her:"carefulwhatyouwishfor,Ntandoisnothereto



rescueyouandifyou'recountingonthatwhiteman

wellyou'remorestupidthanIthoughtcozni

outnumbered"

Me:"meandyouarenotreallyoutnumbered...That

whitemanoverthereisMarcusandI'msurehe'sa

bigboy.Hecanhandlehimselfquitewell...BraKilla

amIright"?

Wandijongaakathetha.

ImovedclosertoMarcagain,therewasagunIsaw

onhisback,itcouldcomeinhandyrightnow.

Me:"so,nowthatyouhavetheplatformtoyourself.

Surpriseme.Pls"

Sheremovedagunfromasideofthechairand

pointedme,readytoshoot...shedidthatveryfastit

caughtmebysurprisenyhani.



"Itsveryrudetonotinviteyourmateswhenfeasting

yayazimosbraKilla"

Ilookedup,Ntandowasthereleaningonthedoor

epholekumindmtchanam.Ifeltabitofconfidence

kengok.NotthatIdoubtedMarc.

Killa:"finallyyoudecidetojoinus,ohwait,youwere

stillnursingyourwounds"

Beast:"youwouldknowbetter"

Thenhewalkedin.Killashiftedandstoodatabitof

adistance,nowpointingthegunfromMarctoBeast

okoesenzalooup-and-down.Thedoorbehindus

wasclosed.Itwasnowthreeagainsttwo.

Hecametomeandkissedmylips,atearleftmy

eyesasIhuggedhimtightly,Marckeepinganeyeon

BraKilla.



Chuma:"yikakakeleniyenzayo"

Weignoredher,shefiredashotanditshotthrough

tothedoorIjumpedfromNtandotoMarcusin

shock!

Killa:"nowthatwe'reallhere,let'ssettlethisonceand

forall.Y'allaretrespassing"

Beast:"ucingauthinimfomkhulungalonto"

AndiyazangakwenzekentonininithenIheard

fireshotsandthenallwentblank.Ionlygotbackto

mymindswhenIsawmyselfoutside,Ifeltingqele

andwhenIopenedmyeyesIhadbloodallovermy

clothes,butIfeltnopain.

Me:"no"!!!



Ilookedaround.Akhomntu.
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Isatupandlookedaroundnyhanithistime.What

thehellhappened?Whereinheavenismybrother.I

didn'tcareaboutNtandoallIwantedtoseewasmy

brother,asmuchasyearswearthreateningmyeyes,I

crawledandcrutchednearertoapole,toassistme

standingup,graduallyIstoodupandwipedàtear

thathadrolleddown.

Isawagunonthefloor,Ihesitatedkancincibut

decidedtotakeitcozIhadnootherformof

protectionngokubesidesit.Itookit,walkedoutof

thatareaandlookedaround.Nothing.Iwalkedback

in,itwasdarksoIcouldn'treallyseeanythingbutI

heardalowmoanandmovedtowardsitsdirection

slowlymakingsureIdon'tbumpontoanything.The

moreIgotclosertothismoan,themoreIsmelt

Ntando'scologneandthatalonemademeanxious.I

reachedabundlecuddledonthefloor,Ikneltdown



slowly,yeahhesurelysmeltlikemymanthoughit

wasn'thimbutwhenIsawtheface:o...Iwentcloser

tohisearandwhispered

Me:"Marcus"

Hemovedjustabitandtouchedallover,Igavehim

myhand.

Him:"you'resafe"

Me:"yes,where'sNtando?Areyoubadlyhurt?How

canIgetholdofanambulancehere"?

Hecoughedupthreetimesandstruggledto

breath...thenspokeupaftersometime.

Him:"don'tworry,he'sokay"

Me:"you'reinpain,weneedadoctorboet"



JustthenGuddawalkedinwithtwoparamedics

carryingastretchbed/stretcher,thenfollowedTulz

andanotherteamofguys,theyputMarc'O'Poloina

stretchbedandwalkedoutwithhim,Iwasleftinthat

samespot.Tulzcametomewithablanket,actually

wandombathisaumntanabantu,Iwasshiveringcold.

Me:"UphiuNtando"

Iaskedthatquestioninaverylowvoice.Thulanihad

toaskforarepetitiontwotimesbeforeheanswered.

Him:"he'llbehereanyminutenow"

Ijustwalkedintoacornerandsatdown,cuddling

myselfwiththisblanket.Ihadnotears,Ijustwanted

abubblebathandawarmbed.That'sall.

AfterafewminutesreallyNtandomusthavecalled



themtheytoldmetogo,Ididn'tmove.Oneguy

CAMEtome,Istilldidn'tmove.WhenIheardthem

whisperingbazobizaubosswaboazondithatha

ngokwakhecoztheyhadnootheroptionsIslowly

stoodupanwalkedrightbehindthem.Whenwe

wereoutsidewemetNtandoontheway,hedidn't

sayaword,hejustcametohugmetightlyand

walkedmetothecar,wegotinanddrovehome.

Home?NoImeant,hishouse.Whenwereached

therehewenttorunmeabathasIundressed,no

oneissayinganythingasyet.WhenIwasdone

undressingIwalkedonovertothebathroom

ndangenaandsoakedmyselfin...magnificentscents

thathemixed.Iclosedmyeyesandsighed.Didall

ofthisreallyhappen?Yho.

Hewalkedin,wearingboxersonly.

Him:"isthewaterstillfinebabe"

Me:"canyoujoinme"

Him:"I'lltakeashower,youcantakeallthetimeyou



need"

Ihadalumpinmythroat,abigoneandallIneeded

wasahug.

Me:"Idon'tneedti-....babeIdon'tneedtimebabeI

needyoutoholdme"

Withoutfurtherre-duehejoinedme.

HesatbehindmeandIlaymyheadonhischestnot

mindingthewateronmyhaircozallIneededwasto

beloved,huggedandmaybeappreciated.

Him:"I'msorry"

Iclosedmyeyesandallowedthetearstoleavemy

eyes.Thelumpwasgettingbitterandbiggerinmy



throat,myheartwastoopainful.Itbrokeinto

two...butIwasreallygratefulthatGodneverallowed

anythingworsetohappenotherthanthesmoking

andthefirst-handgangstaexperience.
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IwantedyorespondtohimbutIcouldn't.

Heallowedmetocry,hejusthuggedmetighter

kissingmyneckfrombehind.IcrieduntilIfeltsome

weightliftingoffmyshoulders,untilthewaterwas

cold.

Him:"you'llcatchaflu,let'sgetoutofthewater"

Hegotupfirst.

Ifollowedwithoututteringanyword.Idriedmyself

andlefthimndayaeroomin.IlotionedandworePJs

thenIgotinbedandcoveredmyhead.Idon'tknow

whatthetimeis,wheremyphonesareorwhatdayit

is.Ijustneededtosleepandmaybewakeup



sometimewhensomeonewilltellmethisisalla

dream.Thiswasallabadnightmare.Ifeltthebed

move,IknewhewantedtosaysomethingbutIdidn't

wannatalk...Notnow.

Hespendawholeminutejustsittingthere...

Him:"babe"

Me:"hm"

Him:"I'mreallysorry"

Me:"mh"

Him:"youdon'twannatalktomengoku"

Me:'hm.mh"

Him:"okay.I'llmakeyoufoodndikyekeulaleogqiba

kwakhoutya"

Me:"I'mnothungrybabe"

Him:''youhavetoeat,oryou'llbedehydrated"

Me:"IsaidId-"

Him:"Iunderstand.Butyouhavetotry,nobaitsone



sliceofbreadorayoghurt.Pls"

Ikeptquiet.

Whyisheshoutingkengok?

Heleftthebedandwentdownstairs.Ifellasleep.

Obviouslyrelivingthetrauma,Ijumpedoutofbed

whenIsawKillainthisdreampointingagunand

firingstraighttomyheart.Iwokeupcoughing...until

IcoughedupbloodIrantothebathroom,and

vomitedbloodclotssopainfully.Hewalkedinand

gavemewater,hewasn'tpanicking,yamazuNtando

ngophola?Itookitandcleanedmyselfup

ndamshiyaphaandwentbacktobedndabona

cereal,brownbutteredbread,blackcoffeeanda

bowloffruitandyogurtaside.WhenIsawthe

troublehewentthroughImeltedandsatdownnext

tothetray.Iwipedmyeyes,theywereteary.He

joinedmeandwesatinsilence.



Me:"thanks"

Him:"don't"

Itookthebreadndatyawiththeblackcoffee...whenI

wasdoneIatetheyoghurtgqibakwamndahlalaand

coveredmywholebodywithablankie.

Me:"canyoutakemetogoseeMarcus"

Him:"okay,getdressedI'lltakeyou"

Hetookthetray,Igotupandsearchedforclothes.

Nxibablackskinnyjeansblackpoloneckandblack

coatandboots.

Hereturnedandalsogotdressedthenhegaveme

myphones.IleftthembehindasIfollowedhimout

thedoor,intohiscar.Wedroveinsilence.Ihad

nothingtosay.IknewwhatIwasgettingmyselfinto

whenIstarteddatinghimjustthatIdidn'tknowhow



quickthisdaywillcomeandhowbaditwouldbe,if

onlyIcouldjust...Idon'tknow,showhimthatIdon't

reallyblamehimasmuchasIwouldwantto.Iknew

thatheexpectedmetopushhimaway,throw

tantrums,beadramaqueenaboutallofthisbutthey

didn'treachmyexpectationsintortureandallthat

stuff.Yesitwaspainfulwhentheythrewmewith

coldwater,theslapsandeverythingbutIthankGodI

wasn'tgangraped,thatIwasdrugged..yesIsmoked

butIwasn'tdruggedtotheextremes.

Him:"we'rehere"

Ndothukesesifikile.

Ifollowedashewalkedoutofthecar,helockedit

andwalkedbesidesmeasweenteredaplacethat

lookedlikeasafehousebutsurelynotanythinglikea

hospital.Iwalkedbehindhim,heopenedthreethick

brownancientdoorsandthenthelastonewasjusta

thickglassdoorsangena,IsmeltMarc'sscent

immediatelyandwhenIhadwalkedincompletelyI



sawhim,hewaseatingNando's:v:vwithRangerand

oneotherguy.

Him:"heeey,lookwho'shere.Missedme"?

Igave"the"look.

Hegotupandthenwehugged.Hepulledmetosit

downnexttohimthenheofferedmefood,Ijust

shookmyheadandresteditonhisshoulder.

Hestoppedeatingandlookedatme

Him:"youokay"?

Inod

Him:"areyousure"?

Beast:"Ranger,cummonlet'sgivethemsomespace"



Withoutsayinganythingtheyfollowedhimout.Iwas

leftwithMarcwhowasstillnotreallysureifI'mokay

orwhat.

Him:"whatdidtheydotoyou?Wereyouhurt"?

Me:"I'mfine,I'mjustexhaustedbro"

Him:"yousure,theynevertouchedyouoranysnarks

things"

Me:"MarcusIwasn'trapedokay,chill"

Him:"ooh.Youshouldhaverestedthough.Don'tyou

wannaseeadoctor"?

Me:"noI'mcool,Iwasjustworriedaboutyou"

Him:"ohI'mfine,don'tstressyourself"

Me:"thewound"?

Him:"thebulletwasremovedthatsamedayIwas

justnursingmyselfyouknow,andthebenefitsof

havingmybossdatingmysisteriswhatIhavein

frontofme"



Irolledmyeyesathim,hewasjokingofcoz.
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WejustcaughtupandIwasthankfulthathedidn't

tellourothersiblingsaboutthisordeal.Ntando

camebackwithhisguysandIwaslaughingand

jokingwithmybrother.

Him:"babe,weshouldgetgoing"

Me:"oh,sosoon"

Him:"there'sacoupleofthingstheguysneedtodo,I

canbringyouagainngomso"

Me:"oh"

NdaphakamaandhuggedMarcusthenfollowed

Ntandotothecar.Therideagainwasaquietone.

WazincamawathethacozIdidn'tknowhowtostart

theconversation...Surprisingly.



Him:"Nalique"

Me:"babe"

Him:"talktome"

Me:"aboutwhat"?

Him:"anything,everythingforthatmatter"

Me:"there'snothingtotalkabout"

Hedrove

Him:"usure?Imean,I'msurethere'salotthat

happenedthesepastfewdays.Akhontonyhani

ofunaundixelelayona"

Me:"likewhatNtando"

Him:"andazkalok,whattheydidtoyou.Howyoufeel.

BabeIwanttoseeanemotionnotthissilenceyou're

givingme"



Ilookedaway.

Iunderstoodwhathewassaying,wherehewas

comingfrom.JustthatIwasn'tsureifIreally

wantedtotalkjustyet.

Him:"babe"

Me:"theydidn'ttorturemeifthat'swhatyouwanna

know"

Him:"okay,goon"

Me:"goon?NtandoI'mnotmadatyouokay.Now

canweplsjustdropthisthing.Idon'twannatalk

aboutit"

Him:"butthat'sunfairyouknow"

Me:"ohplease"

Him:"allIwannaknowiswhathappenedinthereso

thatIcanhelpyou.Isthattoomuchtoask?Just

yourcooperationthat'sallIneedrightnow"

Me:"fine!Youwannaknow?Iwasslappedcountless



time,thrownwithcoldwaterattimes.Iwasdrugged

tosleepNtando,Iwasforcedtosmokeweedand

whateverelseIsmoked.Fine,thereyouhaveit.What

elsedoyouwanttoknow?WhatfoodIate?DidIeat

atall?DidIbathmaybe?Whatelseke"?

Wathula.

Icriedemvakoko.

We'restillinacar,Icried.Somuchthatevennow

rememberingthesethingsseemedsofreshand

hurtfulalloveragain.

WereachedthehouseIgotoutfirst,hefollowedand

openedthedoor,Iwalkedtothebathroomand

lockedmyselfinside.Ifeltbadforshoutingathim,I

reallydid.Itwasn'tmyintention,buthejustpersisted

onknowingkantiIwasgonnatellhimeverything

whenI'verestedenoughandmaybeacceptedand

cometorealitywithmynewlifestyle.Hekepton

knockingandknockinguntilhegaveupnamIgotup

andfixedmyselfthenndaphuma.Hisheadwas

buriedbetweenhishands,Isatnexttohimand



touchedhisshoulder

Me:"babe"

Helookedup,hewasstressedhiseyeswere

bloodshotred

Me:"I'msorry.Ididn'tmeantolashoutonyou"

Him:"Iunderstand,I'msorryyouhadtogothrough

allofthat"

Me:"I'mherenowaren'tI?Don'tkillyourself.Itsover"

Him:"ithurtsyouknow"

me:"I'msorry"

Itookhishandstomyown,lookedhimintheeyeand

sawthehurt.itpainedmemorethanwhathappened

atthewarehouse.Ithrewmyarmsaroundhisneck

andhuggedhim.Sotight.
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Wehuggedforanintenseminute.

Iretractedandlookedathim,hisveinsallvisible.

Me:"Iloveyouokay,Ireallydo.Idon'tseeanyfuture

withoutyoucozyoucompleteme"

Helookedatmeandsmiledfaintly.

Him:"howdoyoukeepthispositiveattitudethrough

everythingyou'vebeenthrough"

Me:"IkneweitheryouorMarcwillcome,nobanize

nini"

Him:"weren'tyouscared"

Me:"Iwas,butIkeptfaith.Idon'tknowwhy,orhow

butIknewyouwouldn'tletmestaythereforever.I

justknewyou'llcomethroughforme"



Hekissedmyforehead.

Ikissedhislips

WekissesforawhilethenIletgoofhim,notreally

surprisedthatnguyeohlukumezekemorethanme

butasthe"Beast"kemeleabestrongmoscoznamI

findmystrengthfromhimattimes.

Me:"sowhatnow"

Him:"Ithoughtyoumightwantprofessionalhelpto

dealwitheverything"

Me:"noI'mfine,orI'llbefinegiventime"

Him:"babeyoucan'treallypushthesethingsaside

foreveruyayazlontoneh"

Me:"Iknow,I'lldealwiththismyownway.Ipromise"

Him:"talkwhenyouneedto"

Me:"yessir"



Henudgedmewithhiselbowandsaid:"you'revery

strongkodwa"

Ilaughed.

Yeahwell...I'vegotstrongbloodnamndazibona.

Him:"whatdoyouwannaeat"?

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Him:"awfuninepork?MarinatedandBraaid"?

Me:"ha.anaandinaappetiteman,butyoucaneatif

you'rehungry"

Him:"ndizotyaxausityafondin"

LolIremovedmyshoesandgotinbedwithmy

phones...whilebrowsing,IrememberedthatChuma

wasalsothereo.Obutwhathappenedtoher?

Where'sKillaandhispeople?

Me:"babewhathappenedtoChumaandbraKilla"?



Him:"youshotKillawithMarc'O'Polo'sgun,Chuma

andmazuphelelephibutshealsogotshot

somehow"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanishotKilla"?

Him:"exactlythatbabe"

Me:"ishedead?Ohhellnaw"!

Him:"somethinglikethat...haveyoucalledyour

sisters?Kerihasbeencallingekubuza"

JongaIwasonlybeginningtohavetraumanow.

Isatupandlookedathim,hewasbusyonhisphone

pretendingthatI'mnotherethoughIknewhewas

watchingmewithacornerofhiseye.

Me:''babelookatme"

Him:"sup"

Me:"youtrynatellmeI'mamurderer"



Him:"noman,notlikethat.Babeyou'renomurderer

okay,itwasjustasituationanditssomethingyou

hadtodo"

Me:"babeno!No!No...Ididn'tkillaman.Notme"

Heputhisphonesdownandtookmyhands

wandijonga

Me:"I'mnothinglessfromChuma"

Him:"you'renother,nothinglikeher.Iloveyoubaby

andnothingwillchangethat"

Me:"baby...whathappenedafterthat?AmIgonnabe

arrested?Ohmygosh.Ikilledaman"

Igotupandpacedupanddown.

Iwassweatingprofusely.

Iwasnervousyaz,cozIwascuriouswhathappened

tothebodythoughndisazithatthey'veprobably

demolishedit.



Him:"babeizapha"

Iwalkedtohim

Isatdownonhislapfacinghim

Me:"babytellmethisisajoke"

Hekissedmynose

Thenmylipsethecwaka

Me:"taBeast"

Him:"itdoesn'tmatter,whatmattersisthatyou're

homesafeandsound.Lifegoeson,right"?

Me:"butbabe..."

Him:"you'reafullmemberoftheteamnow.You

passedatestthatwasn'tevenmeantforyouso

pleasedon'tjudgeyourselfaboutanythingthat



happened.Itwasmeanttobe"

Me:"huh"?

Hekissedmeagain.

Him:"you'reMrsBeast,you'restrongerthanIthought.

Irespectyou"

Me:"babeI'llneverfitkuleworldyakhomna"

Him:"youfitperfectlyfinemylove.Butthatbeing

said,youdon'thavetobeonourdaily

meetings,kodwakenowthatIknowyourstrengthit

provestomethatIdidn'tmakeamistake"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...Beastwasslowlyand

surelyturningmeintohisdesiredwifeandsomehow

Iwasn'tsurprised.Iknewsometimeagothatit

wouldcometomebeingpartoftheteamandIknow

evennowthattherewillbeatimethatI'llhavetodo

whatIdidinmyrightminds...killsomeoneand

maybetortureanother.Ifitcomesnaturallytohim



maybeit'llruboffonmeastimegoes:vkodwaI'm

scared.I'mafraidofwhatI'llbecome.
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TWOWEEKSLATER

Imissedjoburgandvarsity!

StillincapeTownIwokeupandrealizedthatI'm

aloneinthisbigbed,Iwenttotheshowerandcame

backsatdownlookingmyselfviathedressingtable

mirror.

Him:"you'rebeautiful"

Iturnedandsmiled,helookeddapperman!

Hewalkedinandcametokissmethensatdown

nexttome.



Me:"wherewereyou"

Him:"businessmeeting.Yourbrother'scomingover

forbrunch"

Me:"who'scookingbrunchkengok"

Him:"soncedisanakalok"

Me:"hayandizoyenzamnalonto"

Him:"andthen?What'supwiththeattitude"

Me:"ndfunuhambababe"

Wandijonga

Ilookedbackathim

Me:"IwannagobacktoJo'burg.I'veoverstayedCT

now"

Him:"sizohambakalokbutnow,let'sgodownstairs

andpreparesomething"

Ipoutedandstartedlookingforclothestowear



sinceIwasstillwrappedinabathtowel.Ifoundan

oversizedteendanxibawithjustslippersand

underwearthenwefollowedeachotherdownstairs

whereIbeganthemealwithscrambledeggswitha

hintofMayo.Ithinkhewastoastingbreadonthe

othersideofthekitchenIwashumming"Mocking

bird"byEminemIdon'tknowwhy:v.ThenIfelthis

armsaroundmywaistandlipsonmyneck.

Me:"babywehavetocookyouknowthatneh"

Him:"andIneedubabewamnje"

Me:"khayeketana"

Him:"akisshere"

Hekissedmynecktracingandmakingwaytomy

lips

Me:"Ntaaaandostoppls"

Him:"kodwababe..."



Iremovedhishandsfrommybodyandputtheegg

inthewarmer.ImadeGreeksaladinsilencekengok

Ireallydidn'twannabeintimateIknewhecouldn't

reallyunderstandbutitgavemethecreepsandnow

itremindedmeofthatdarkplace.Imadeother

dishesandhekeptquietinhisowncorner.WhenI

wasdoneIwentoutsideandyhoitwascold!Cape

Townhasnomercy,whileinsideIthoughtkushushu

cozKuwarmyou'dneverguess.

Iwalkedbackinsideandstraightupstairsndafika

ndakhangelawarmclothes.Hewasjuststandingby

thewindownotsayinganythingIwasalsonotkeen

onpeptalkngoku.We'vehadenoughofthose

already.IgotdressedinthatsilencethenIheard

carsdrivingin,lomntusaiditsmybrothercomingnot

thewholeteam...inlessthan10minutesIhearda

knockndayandayovula.

Iletthemin,Lolhalftheteam.

Theymadethemselvescomfortablendabashiyaand



wenttowarmthefoodthatneededwarmthhecame

tosalutethemandcametocheckonmewelocked

eyesItriedtosmile,Iknewhefeltbadormaybe

kindaupsetaboutearlier

Him:"needhelp"

Me:"ha.ababe,IthinkI'llmanage"

Him:"usure"

Me:"yeah...comehere"

WasondelaandstoodastepawayfrommeIwalked

closerandkissedhimfullonhislips,heresponded.

Atleastformethatwaseasier,kissingwasno

problem,somehowitwasthetouchingthatcreped

methemost.

Him:"baby"

Me:"youcanhelpmewiththeglasses"



Itookthecasseroledishesdodgingwhathewas

gonnasay,Ilefthimthereandwenttosetthefood.

Hecameoutnezaglassesnhyanthenndagqibezela

uzisaukutyathenIleftthemandwentbackupstairs

ndahlalaezingubeni.Afterabout30ifnot45

minuteshesentatextmessage

"Yourbrotherisaskingofyou"

Igotoutofbedandwentdownstairs,Marcsmiled

asIwalkedin,Irespondedwiththatsamesmilethen

Iwenttositnexttohim.

Him:"waarwasjy"

Me:"ekwounet'nbietjieslaapmanekismoeg"

Him:"youokayotherwise"

Me:"yeahI'mfine"

Wespokesomemoreastherestoftheguys



watchedsoccer,hehelpedmeclearthetableand

washthedishes.Ntandowalkedinonussihleka

Him:"Polo"

Marcturnedandlookedathimwithoutsayinga

word..Isensedsometension.

Him:"Fransiscoisontheline"

Marc:"isittheconferencecallalready"

Him:"yes"

Marcturnedtomeandkissedmycheekandthen

left.IfinishedupNtandohadleftwithMarcbutlater

camelookingformeasIhadreturnedbacktobed.

Hesatontheedgeandlookedahead,throughthe

window



Me:"youlookdistracted"

Him:"I'mconfused"

Me:"ndim"?

Him:"oneminuteyou'reokay,thenextyou'repushing

meaway"

Ndathula.

Him:"Nalique"

WheneverhecallsmewiththisnameIknowhe's

eitherveryhurtorhe'sgonnabegmeandrightnow

hewashurt.Ihurthisfeelings.

Butitwasn'tintentionalnje.

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"babe"

Him:"Iapologizedforlentoyenzekileyokuwe,andI



canapologizealloveragain.Maybeyoublame

me,that'swhyyoucan'tstandmytouch...ifthat's

howyoureallyfeelbehonestbabesowecanseek

professionalassistance"

Me:"ItoldyouIdon'tblameyou"

Him:"thenwhat'stheproblem"

Idon'tknow.

Icouldn'tgivehimastraightforwardanswer.
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Ijust...Ikeptquiet.

Aknockcamethroughsohegotupandleft.I

coveredmyheadndalala.

IwaswokenupyiphonecallkaKeri



Me:"low"

Her:"hey,yousleeping"

Me:"mmh"

Her:"areyouokay?Itsaftertwowhyareyou

sleeping"

Me:"Icaughtflue,howareyoubigsis"

Her:"I'mgreat,howareyou.We'vebeencallingyou

forweeksnow"

Me:"igotthemessageijustgotpreoccupiediforgot

toreturnthecallswhatsup"

Her:"mommissesyouhere"

Me:''oh,I'llcomecheckonherinaweekortwoneh"

Her:"trytomakeitthisweek,pls"

Me:"soundsurgent"

Her:"somethinglikethat,andbytheway,we'reinEast

London"

Me:"why?Youandmom"?

Her:"yes...Evewasherebutsheleftshehadatest



yesterdaybutI'msureshe'llbehereintwodays"

Me:"oohokay,I'llcomethroughkenam"

Her:"alrightloveyouhey"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wehungup.

Somethingfishywasgoingon.

Mygutfeelingneverlies.Somethingisgoingonand

IthinkMarcusknowsittoobutakafuniundixelelaso

mybetteroptionwastocallLukendamazhecat

reallykeepthingsawayfromme

Idialedhinumber...wentstraighttovoicemailsoI

justwenttothebathroomandwentdownstairsI

washungrynow.ImademyselfhotcoffeeI

searchedforleftovers.none.Itoastedbread,seemed

likeIwasaloneinthishouseIdon'tknowhowdoes

Ntandodothat,knowingndiphaku-phakumvanjebut

keIhadtoeat.Imademyselfapeanutbutterand

jamsandwichwiththatcoffeendayohlalaelounge



ndatya.IswitchedontheTVandwatchedDiscovery

channel

IsawmyphonescreenlightingupItookit:v

somehowitwasonsilent...thesecondphone

Me:"baby"

Him:"didIwakeyou"

Me:"noI'mawakealready"

Him:"okayI'monmawayneh"

Me:"from"

Him:"thewarehousewiththegents...hadsome

businesstofinishoff"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"mh"

Him:"ndiyakuthandajoe"



Ireleasedasmallamountofbreath,somehowI've

beenholdingontoitIdon'tknowforhowlongor

why.

Me:"namndiyakuthanda"

Him:"usure"

Me:"Iwouldn'tbehereifIdidn't"

Him:"okay,seeyoujustnow"

Me:"sharp"

Hehungup

Icalledhimagain

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"celaundzamelehotwings"

Him:"KFCorChickenLicken"

Me:"anywherethat'sclosertoyourpath"



Him:"okay,that'sall"

Me:"yepfornow"

Him:"okaysho"

Me:"thanks"

Ihungup.

WhenIwasdoneeatingIwenttoputtheplateand

cupinthesink,ifIwashedthemNtandowillsayI

didn'teat:vsondazishiyaphaandwenttositonthe

couch.Idecidedtochecksocialmedia...

ImmediatelyndingenandathigqiwithChuma's

recentpostinMozambique:/reallynow?Ilikedthe

picture.Shecalled:v:vphambenenyhani

lentombazana

Me:''Chuma"

Her:"yesesuyimoerenyomntanayaz!"

Me:"Iamblessedandprosperingunderthe

circumstances,unjaniwenalovey"



Her:"onedayisoneday,yoursinswillcatchupon

you.Askme,igazilomntuwillalwayscryfor

vengeanceandI'llavengeformyfather"

Ikeptquiet...puttingtwoandtwotogether.

Me:"soyou'retellingmethatbraKillawasyour

father?Ohshame.Uzobaright.Mycondolencessisi

man"

Her:"yoursarcastichuh?Kumnandi?Trinawaitand

see,you'llregretthedayyouwerebornntombi.I'll

fuckyouupungazazinesdukuungafunwanangulo

Ntandouthembelengaye"

Me:"myGodwillfightmybattles...ndsindisiwemna

ngokudidn'tourmantellyou?Ushyekilenana...vuma

ushiywacozicacileuuselessngoku"

Her:"webothknowI'llneverbeuselessI'mstillthe

mothertohisfirstborn,notthatIcansaythesame

aboutyou"

Me:"I'msurehepaidyourMozambiquetrip,Idon't



reallycarebutwhatworriesmeishowyoursurvive

onceIgetmarriedcozyonkelenonsenseniyenzayo

willstop"

Her:"uklevasisi,andkeuyayazindodayakhoigood

ekubhejenineh?Qhandikhendibelostwhyezobheja

mnaukhona?Awnavalueyazebominibakheand

youwillneverhaveone"

Ilaughedatthatone:v

Me:"babygirl,you'reanex.Hisvomit.Ifhestillgives

youhandoutswhichIdoubt,thenungumakhwapheni.

Whyuzivezakodwauyafihlwa?Kamvalakholimfiliba

okwesquntusekhandlela"

Her:"mamelaaphakenonomna-"

Me:"youlistenverycarefully.Iwon'tsaythis

again,leaveNtandooutofyourbusiness.IfIpullhim

out,you'llregretthedayyoutriedmessingwithme.If

Itakehimawaynow,he'llneverrememberyouorhis

son.Ipromiseyouthat,nowbeagoodcitizenand



saveyourchildtheheartacheofgrowingupwithout

hisparentsbecauseChumaIpromiseyou,stru'bob,

ifIeverseeyouwithmytwoeyes.I'llkillyouwithout

anysecondthoughts.I'llblowyourbrainsoutandI'll

buryyourremainsinatrashboxfordogstodevour.

Don'ttestme"

Her:"youthinkyouscareme"

Me:"IknowIdon't,butifIwereyou.I'dbescared.

Mozambiqueisnotveryfar,ubabeuneprivatejetso

please,dlalelaferrdabawo"!!!

Ihungup.

Blockedhernumberandsmiledasbaewalkedin

withaKFCdunkedwingsbox:Dhekissedmycheek

andgavemetheboxwahlalaandweatetogether.
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IlookedatNtando,thismanhasgreathandsome

featuresthough.

Eventhatdarksideofhimissexy...hahaha!I



know,crazyhuh?ButIlovebadboys.IthinkIlove

badboysnyhani.

Itouchedhischeek,helookedatmesurprisedI

movedcloserandkissedhislipsstillsmiling

Him:"...Usharpbabe"

Me:"younevertoldmeyouhadsuchstrongfeatures"

Thelookonhisface:vhewasconfused!!!Iremoved

theboxfromhimandsatonbothhislaps,squatting

onhimourfaceswerejustafewmilimetresapart.

Me:"you'reallI'lleverneedinaman,d'youknowthat"

Him:"samegoeshere"

Me:"evenifIwantedto,I'dnevertradewhatwehave.

Itsgenuine.I'msurenoMarcuscanseethatnow"

Beforehecouldanswer,Ikissedhim.



Wekissed,verypassionatelyandverycalmlyo.Oif

thatevenexists.

Hewasrespondingverywelltomykissesand

touches.

Me:"babe,doyoubelievemewhenIsayIloveyou"?

Hestoppedhisarmhalfwayfromreachingthebox

andlookedatme,Ihadstoppedsometimeago.

Him:"yes"

Me:"ingathawkhosure"

Him:"Iamsure,Iknowyouloveme"

Me:"that'sbetter.Thenwe'llgototherapyoncewe

reachJo'burg"

Hesmiled.



Him:"that'sgreatnews"

Me:"I'monlydoingitforyouotherwisendirightmna"

Him:"thanksbabe.UthiniuKeri"

Me:"oohyhoIalmostforgot.Shewantsmetobein

EastLondonASAP"

Him:"uzoyaninikengok"

Me:"nangokundingayakanti"

Him:"thatwon'twork"

Me:"mayIaskwhy"

Him:"Imissyou,Iwanttospendtimewithyou"

Ncooaw _̂̂

Ikissedhim,bitingthecornersofhislips.Hetickled

me:vLol

Me:"mmh.hmnababy"



Him:"ssshsungxolababe"

JustasIwasenjoyingthemoment...hisphone

rang,helookedatthescreenandrejectedthecall.

Ndamjonga

Him:"mamakaOwehasbeenpesteringme"

Me:"ntonngxaki"

Him:"Idon'tknow...IbetshethinksI'mherATMcozI

heardshe'sinMozambique"

Me:"youheard"?

Him:"yeah,aftertheshootingkhangesimbonemos

soIaskedaround"

Me:"oh"

Heturnedmetofacehim:/

Him:"whatisit"



Me:"mh?Nahnothing"

Him:"babydon't...youthoughtufihlwendimorwhat"

Me:"Idon't...Ijustthoughtyouhadsomethingtodo

withhertripsomehow"

Hesnortedandlookedaway,shakinghishead

Him:"Idon'tbelievethis"

Me:"babykaloklemmeexplain"

Him:"explainanaccusation?Really"

Me:"Ididn'taccuseyouofanythingkodwababeit

wasjustathoughtwhichwasaresultofaphone

callshegavemeearlier"

Him:"Idon'tcareabouthercallingyou,theissuehere

isyounottrustingmeormyword"

Me:"babypls"

Him:"babypls?Areyouforeal?"

Me:"wellIdidn'tthink,stilldon'tthinkshecanafford



atriponherownandusuallyshegetsgrantsfrom

you"

Him:"youdidn't!Lordknowsyouneversaidthat"

Me:"amIlying"?

Him:"haymanS'bongile!Likereally?Whenwillthis

stop?Ihavetodefendmyselfokoaphakuweyou

don'tseetheeffort,youdon'tseethatI'mtrying.

None.Zilch.Mxm"

Heroughlyremovedmefromhislap,grabbedhiscar

keysandleftmestruck!Lolumntuwandishiya

ndikhamisile!

Ohkay!
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Ndakhendahlalandisakhamisile...



Itookmyphoneandcalledhimimmediately.

Herejectedmycall:o

Itookmytwophonesandthetablet,calledhisthree

phonesonthedifferentphoneszonkeonloud

Him:"andizokwazuthethanaweI'mdrivingkhabeke"

Me:"uphi"

Him:"ndiphi?HaykandyekeS'bongiletchin"

Me:"babyuphi"

Him:"khandyekemfetu"

Me:"ndikuyekeneh"

Him:"ewendiyeke"

Me:"surething"

Ihungup

Iwenttothekitchenonanattempttocook...ain'tgot

timeforhisgames.Ifhehadnothingtodowith

Chumaandhertripwhyishetrippin'whyishe



actingup?Allhecouldhavedonewasrectifyme

xandirongoandstopactinglikeapregnantwoman.

AsIwasdefrostingsomebeefIsawcarkeys

hangingrightabovethehob:vIswitchedoffthat

microwaveandwentupstairsndanxibaihoodieand

boots,tookonephoneandawalletthenndahamba

andopenedthegarageandbam!Therewasa

ToyotaHighlander:vthesmileonmyfaceIdroveit

outandclosedthegarage.ThankGodIvorwasnot

aroundcozIwouldn'thavedonethat,and

besides,ebezondixela.

IdroveouttothewaterfrontandcalledSoso

Him:"babyawnqabe"

Me:"Iknowhey,howareyou"

Him:"boredyou"

Me:"hopeful"

Him:"forwhat"

Me:"thatyou'renottoobusytoseeyourfriend''



Him:"wellifmyfriendisdrivingthenI'mgame...and

besidesI'vebeenatthemoviesthewholeday"

Me:"I'mattheparkinglot,ndilindeaphokwimovies

ndiyeza"

Him:"that'swhatI'mtalkingabout"

:v

Iparked,tookmyphoneandwalletndaphuma.On

mywaytoSosoIcalledAmanda

Her:"youstillhavemynumber?Mh"

Me:"yazbaakhontoikuqumbisayocoznawe

awfowni"

Shelaughed,Iconvincedhertocometothemall

wavumathenImetupwithSosoandwewaitedfor

Amanda.Shefinallycamehaikewehitthetownand

paintedthestreetsred!Afteraboutsixhoursyatsho



iphone

Me:"Mr"

Him:"wherethehellareyouwithmycar"

Me:"erh..Imababezokuphendule.Misssshh.Kuphi

apha"?

Her:"kusePaarlmyfriend"

Me:"oohndisePaarlkebabywam"

Him:"usePaarl?HehS'bongileareyoudrunk"?

Igigled>_<

Me:"whome?Drunk?Nooooobabyan'khodrunk

mna"

Hehissed!

Him:"S'bongile"



Ilaughed

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"uthethanobabywakho"

Him:"youbetterdoyourselfafavorandcomeback.

Ngoku"

Me:"comeback?Mfondinthepartyjuststarted"

Him:"party?YhelaGuddandizamkhabalomntana

mfetu"

Ihungup.

Ijoinedicirclekujaiv'waanduyabazmosabantu

basekasingovulaicircle...Thepartywasepic.Past

eleventotwelvewedecidedtogobackhome...All

ofweretipsy.IdroppedSosooffathishouse,onmy

waytodroppingAmandaIsawtheblackcarsbehind

me.



Me:"we'reindeepshit"

Her:"who'sbehinduschoms"

Me:"NtandoandhiscrewI'msure"

Her:"yhoooamagintsa?Chomibalekisaundigoduse"

Me:"abazokwenzantochill"

Shedownedacanofguaranadown,thenthenext.I

acceleratedwhenIsawthecarswereclosingupon

mezigqibeindlela.Iputonhigherspeedandwentto

dropoffmyfrienddidn'tevenwaittoseehergoinI

madeaU-turnandspeedoutbutndafikasebevale

kwandlelaleyoIlaughedandabruptlystopped.All

theirlightswereon,Ntandocameoutandcameto

mycar,Ilockedmydoors:vndimvilemosuthe

uzand'khaba

Hetriedthedoorwahleka...notthejoykinda

laughter,theangrykindairritatedlaughter.



Him:"khavuleelicango"

Me:"khayekebabeman"

Him:"Iwon'trepeatmyself"

Istartedtheignition:/Ihadtofindawayoutofthis

one...LolIwasgettingtipsierphof!Guddaand

Rangercameoutoftheircarsandknockedonthe

otherdoorsIopenedthewindownjekancincisoI

canhearthem

Gudda:"mfethusaveyourselffromhisangerand

openthiscar"

Me:"moloGudaffiugrand"

Ranger:"thisisnotimeforjokesmadam,khawvule

ingeneigrootman"

Iclosedtheirwindowandbreathedout,Ntandowas

stillwaitingndathobaleyakhekancinci



Me:"baby"

Him:"openthiscarandsitonthepassengerseat"

Me:"Yhimakaloklet'smakeanagreementsthandwa

sam"

Him:"Idon'thavetheenergyforthisyouknow"

Me:"haikebaby"

Him:"finewhatagreement"

Me:"thatyou...IknowuangrynehZ'khaliwam.

But,let'sagreeyouwon'tshowyourangerherekalok

Jojo.Ifuzandkhabalikeyousaid,ndcelaundkhabele

endlini"

Him:"sho,vulake"

Ifirstmovedtotheotherside,thepassengerseat

thenIleanedoverandopenedforhim,hewaseating

abubblegumngomsindo.Hegotin,thecars

blockingtheroad,cleareduptheroadhaike

saphephethekaukuyaendlini.Wereachedthe

house,parkedandwaitedforRangertocomewith

thecarhewasdrivingthenwelockedthegarage:vI



wasalreadyupstairsundressingjongandiyayaz

ndizokhatywamossoItoldmyselfmakandikhabe

ndimhlenoko>_<

Iworeredhotlingerie,tiedmyhairintoaneatbun

andthenIwenttobrushmyteeth,xandbuyahewas

pacingaroundtheroom.Theangerinhiseyes

preventedhimfromseeingwhatIhadon:(ndoyika

kengokhelookedatmenastilyandsnorted

Him:"usileyaz"

Me:"baby"

Him:"ngubanxesha?WazibaniePaarl?Uyanxila

ngoku?HehS'bongile?WhatifabantubakabraKilla

spottedyoubakulandela?Ubuzonqekeka

njengangoku"?

Iopenedthecoversandgotinwithoutsayinga

word,IwasscaredqhautywalabuyagezisaIwanted

tolaughathimIdon'tknowwhy.



Him:"ndiyathethaS'bongile"

Me:"mmh...uthininana"

Him:"awndivawenabaokobendthetha"

Icoveredmyselfndalala.

Ndizombonaksasa...xandinehangover.
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Hepulledthecoversndamjonga,Isatupndavela

ndamhleka:v:vseriously,ndothukengesthonga

sempamaIsawstarsandfairies!

Iopenedmyeyesandhisheadwasagainstthe

closet,hisfistbangedagainstitonceandthenhe

turnedandlookedatme.AmazinglyIdidn'treally

feellampama,Imean,I'vefeltastrongerone

accompaniedwithicecoldwaterbeforesobizinto

ezincaneezi.



Him:"soyou'lljustsitthereandsmile?What'sthis

jokethatyou'reseeinglemnandingayboniyoinallof

this"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"ndikuphindekuzophelaobutywalaneh"?

Ijustwalkedtomybagandremovedpainkillers...In

mymindI'msaying'uyazphambanisakodwaloh':vI

dranktwoandregainedmypositiononthebed.

Me:"youknow,hittingmewon'tmakeanyofus

happy.Butsinceitgivesyouthesenseofbeinga

man,goahead,makemeyourpunchingbagwhile

youstillcan"

Him:"Idon-''

Me:"whichsideyouwantfirst?Left?Right"?

Him:"ba-"

Me:"whileyouatit,makesureyoudoitverywell.I



ain'tgottimeformishaps"

Helookedatme

Thenhewalkedtowardsthedoor

Me:"you'rerunningawaynow?Imean,Igaveyou

permissiontobeatmeupnowyouwalkin'out?

Urightlove?Don'tyouneedafixmaybe?Icanhelp

youputifyouneedone"

Him:"Iain'tgottimeforthisrubbish"

Me:"sonowI'mrubbish?Reallynow?"

Him:"Ineversaidyou'rerubbishS'bongileIjustdon't

havetimetoargueandfightwithyou"

Me:"okaybabyndiconfusedkengok.First

uzandkhaba,thenI'mrubbish,nowyoudon'thave

timeforthis?IthinkI'milliteratetoday"

Heshookhisheadandleftmethere.



Ohwell.

IthoughtIheardthedoorclosedownstairssoI

walkeddownandpouredmyselfaglassofwhiskey

kulenayakhe,ontherocks:DItookthewholebottle

andsatonthecouchcrossedmylegsandsavored

themoment.Onmythirdglasshewalkedinwahleka

andhejustsatdown

Him:"Ileavethehousefortwominutesandthemyou

turntoabottleforcomfort"

Me:"yesprofessoranythingelse"

Him:"professor?Wow"

Me:"mamelasonny.Gotobed,leavemetodrink.I'm

homeright?You'vegotyourcarkeyswithyou,I'm

sureuzozifakaphantsikomqamelo.Kusafego

sleep,I'mnotarebelliouskidIwon'ttrytosneakout"

Wandijongawaphakama



Him:"ingaskendikuvuthululengempamababy"

Me:"unqandwayinton"

Him:"cometothinkofit,akhontoindinqandayo"

Me:"mxm"

Idownedonemoreglassandlefthimthere,actually

pushedhimouttamywayasIwalkedupstairs.

Igotinbedndatiphakengok.

Ekseni:v

Iwokeup,hewasgettingdressed.Ilookedathim,he

gavemeaweirdlook...thinkIcare?Itookmyphone

andcalledAmanda,shepickeduponthethirdring.

Sendicama.



Her:"mmmh"

Me:"sleptsafe"

Her:"yahmtchanam,hangoverendinayo"

Me:"awfikikum...MyheadisheavyasI'mspeaking"

Her:"suythetha,haveyoucalledSoso"

Me:"I'llcheckonhimlateronIneedaLilmoretime

justnjekhendicimele"

Her:"ayt,laterneh"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup...

Shecalledagain

Me:"Mish"

Her:"Iforgottotelly'all,ziyawakwaMzolitonightOo

Tirabazobebepha"

Me:"yhomtchana,Idon'thaveacar.I'dliketogo

kona"



Her:"lemmetalktomyboyfriendandgetbackto

you"

Me:"sharp,ifhedoesn'twanna,I'lltryandconvince

Sosonobauzandithuka"

Sheburstoutlaughing...

Her:"awnablueschomi"

Me:"Idon'tknow..Ihaven'tseenthemirroryetbutI'm

sureukhonaufivefingerssomewhere"

Waphelayintsinilomntu:v:v

Her:"ungonjiweChom"

Me:"haychill...masthethelatebrandilambe

nolamba"

Her:"sharpntwana"

Me:"ayt"



Ihungupandwalkedtothebathroom.WhenIcame

backtheroomwasempty,Imadethebedandclosed

thewindowhehadopened.Ilefttheshawlonthe

bed,worehisgownandwentdownstairsndafikaOo

RangerbehleliphaeloungeIjustwalkedstraightto

thekitchenandmademyselfcerealndatyelaphaya

andtherewerenodirtydishessowhenIwas

finishedIrinsedmybowl,madeteaandbumped

ontoGuddaashewalkedinwithcups,caba

bebephunganabo

Him:"morning"

Me:"hi"

Iwalkedafewsteps

Him:"how'sthehangover"

Me:"noneofyourbusiness"



Hechuckled,Iwalkedbackupstairsndaphungela

ezingubeniandwhenIwasdoneIcoveredmy

head,drankpainkillersandslept.

SEVENHOURSLATER

IfeltsomeonewakingmeupIuncoveredmyselfand

lookedathim...ndidikwekwiqondolokugqibela-_-

Him:"here'sfood"

Ilookedathimlike...isheserious?Hecouldn'tsay

goodmorningorthathe'sleavingbutnowhebrings

mefood?OoohandI'msupposedtosmileandsay

thankyoumos.

Ijustgotupandwalkedtothebathroomndavasa

thistimeandcamebackhewasseatedonthebed

waitingforme.



Me:"thanks"

ThenIwenttotheclosetndakhangelaiimpahla.I

removedblackunderwear,greythicktights,greypolo

neck,blackcoatandblackhightopsneakers

ndazibekaecaleni.Myphonerang,Imovedtowhere

hewassitting,towelwrappedaroundmybody,Itook

myphoneandansweredSoso

Me:"bheyibhi"

Him:"IgotacallfromAmanda"

Me:"yeahshetoldmeabouttonight,Iguessshealso

toldyouwedon'thavetransport"

Him:"boyfriendyakhewilltakeus"

Me:"oohokay,sosidibanaphi"

Him:"mallkalok"

Me:"sharpke,I'llcallyou"



Him:"shot"

Hehungup.

AsIputthephonedownhecalledagain

Me:"sup"

Him:"uphiutaBeast"

Me:"nanku"

Him:"doesheknow"

Me:"andaz,brandiyagodolamankhayekendinxibe"

Him:"shit!Hedoesn'tknow,andyoudon'tseemto

care"

Me:"later"

Him:"Idon'tlikewherethisisgoing'ooo"

IlaughedathisNigerianaccentadhungup.

NtandowaslookingatmeasIgotdressed



Him:"goingoutagain"

Me:"yes"

Him:"withwho"

Me:"friends"

Him:"whichfriendsbabe,Ihavetoknowusafeapho

uyakhona"

Ikeptquietndanxibaqha.
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Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"whichfriendsareyougoingoutwith"?

IsighedandevenstoppedwhatIwasdoing

ndamjonga



Me:"I'mgoingoutwithLwandisoandAmanda.There

youhaveit"

Him:"nizobuyawhattime"

Me:"andiyazke"

Wathula,Iresumedtomakingmyselfbeautifulgqiba

kwamndathathaukutyaokuazenakondatya

Me:"awfuni"?

Heshookhishead

Me:"usure"?

Him:"yeahndigranditya"

Me:"mmh,ungandigaleleliiva-wenakentanga"

Him:"wouldn'tbesuchabadideaunderthe

circumstances"



Ilaughedathim...almostchokingonmyfood.When

IwasdoneIwentdownstairswiththetrayand

emptiedtheremainsemgqomenithenIwentback

upndathathamyphoneandwalletagain

Me:"I'llseeyoulater"

Him:"lemmedropyouoff"

Me:"dropmeoffwhere"?

Him:"klendawouyakuyo"

Me:"ooh,sure.Dropmeoffatthemall"

Him:"niyaemall"

Me:"sodibanaemall...anddon'tyoustalkme"

Hedidn'tanswerthatwejustwalkedonebehindthe

otheruntilwegotinthecar,thesilencewashecticas

wedrovetothemallsafikaIcouldseeSosoata

distance:vandIwassureusibonilebutwoyikau

Ntandowethu.



Him:"besafe"

Me:"sure.PlsorganizeMo,ngomsoIreallyhaveto

gotoEastLondon"

Him:"whattime"

Me:"notinthemorningkodwa"

Him:"ayt"

Igotoutofthecar...helookedatme,Ismiled

knowinghedoesn'tvouchforwhatI'mdoingqha

undiyekile.Undovulilengamanyeamagama.

Isignaledforhimtolowerthewindow

Me:"Iloveyouokay"

Him:"loveyoutoo,enjoy''

Me:"Iplanto...qhazobanexhalaloqhwatywaagain"

:vwayekanongathiebezancumawavelawatshintsha.



IbidgoodbyeandskippedmywaytoSoso.

WewaitedforAmanda....

Wafikaandguesswhat?

Tulz:"hehbosslady,nguwelechomikababe"

Me:"tulz,unjani"

Him:"I'mgreatfondin,kantiukheuphume"

Me:"I'mnoprisoneryouknow"

Sahlekaandgotinthecar...droveustoMzoli'sheh

ha.asanahalfwaythroughthenightndadikwaandI

knewifIcouldcallbabeangazaazondithathasoI

calledthesetwoaside

Soso:"what'sup"

Me:"heyguysndiyanishiyaman"

Mish:"soearly?Why"



Me:"I'mtravelingtomorrowsoIneedanearly

nighter"

Mish:"okaylemmeaskThulanitotakeuhome"

Me:"enkosiChom"

Tulzwafika

HedrovemehomendafikababeeleleIcalledhim

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"plsopenthedoor"

Him:"mh"

Inafewminutesheopened.

Iwassoberasajudge.Okomnabendsityainyama

pha,tulzhootedandleftusndangenaendlinilocked

andfollowedhimupstairsndakhulula

Him:"youcamebackearlierthananticipated"



Me:"Iwasboredman"

Him:"mmh"

IworemyPJsandgotinbedwelaythereinsilence.

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"forwhat"

Me:"nottrustingyou,questioningyourloyaltyand

actingirrational"

Him:"okay"

Iclosedmyeyes

Him:"Iwasbeginningtowonderifuyozbonaniniba

urongo"

Me:"nokoI'mnotthatstubborn"

Him:"uzishiyephichomizakho"



Me:"klandawobesiyekuyo"

Wathulanaye

Iturnedandlookedathim

Me:"Iguessyouwon'tapologizeforslappingme"

Him:"noIwon't,youdeservedit"

Ismiled...Iwantedtolaugh:v

Him:"bendcimbauzokhalathough"

Me:"I'mnocrybabynomore.Lifestrengthenedme

kakubintanga"

Him:"mmh,let'sgetsomerest.Tomorrowisanother

day"

Lolokay,salala.Duringthenightwemusthave

cuddledcozndivukeandsawhisheadonmychest,I



smiledandkissedhisforehead.Heopenedoneeye

andcloseditagain

Me:"ndcelauphakamababe"

Him:"hm.mh"

Ipulledmyphoneandcheckedthetime,itwaspast

ten:oxeshaliyakhawlezamosandIwasabithungry

:/

Me:"nana"

Cwaka.

Ndamyeka.Iplayedmusiconmyphonewhile

massaginghistemplesthinkinghowfarwe'vecome

shameendinyamezelendigeza>_<attimeIwould

deliberatelypushhisbuttonssoIcouldseehisother

sidebuthe'dseerightthroughthataphole.

Hetaughtmetoloveagain,whenLandile



disappointedme,whenIlostmychildandevenright

nowhe'sstillteachingmetoloveunconditionally.

Hemovedandsleptonthebed...after45minutesif

notmore.Igotupandwenttoshower,ndabuyaand

lefthimthereIwenttomakebreakfastforus.

SeeingthatakadeavukeItookitupstairsandwoke

himwavukawachophasatyasincokolanjee.

Him:"uzobuyanini"

Me:"I'mnotreallysurewhatIknowisndizobuyelae

Jo'burgkodwa"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"Istillcan'tshakethefeelingthatsomethingis

definitelywrongendlini"

Him:"you'llfindoutsoonenough...Ihaveameeting

togotoattwelve.Obuyakwamsiyahambaneh"

Me:"okay"



Hegotupandwenttoshower

IcalledMarcus

Him:"Lilsis"

Me:"hoegaandit"

Him:"lekkerenjy"

Me:"samehere,I'mgoingtoELtoday"

Him:"heyI'msupposedtobetherealreadyKerihas

beenonmycasesincelastweekalready"

Me:"watsvout"

Him:"Idon'tknowthey'renotsayinganything"

Me:"thenlet'sgotogether"

Him:"yougoingwhattime"

Me:"afterhis12o'clockmeeting"

Him:"okay,I'llhalaatya"

Me:"ayt"



Ihungupandstartedpacking.
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HecameoutoftheshowerwhileIwaspacking

wanxibaethecwakalikeibindithukuthezelale

silenceseriouslybutIwantedtolethimbe.

Myphonerang

Me:"EvelynSmith"

Her:"TrinaliqueSmith,howareyouLilsis"

Me:"anxious,you"

Her:"tired,lookekisoppadKaaptoeenekhoorjy

gaanOosLondenvanaand"

Me:"jaekdinkMarclookmaarekisniesekernie"

Her:"okay,waitformethen"

Me:"sure"



IcontinuedthenwhenIwasdoneIsatonthebed

andwatchedhim,mylegscrossed.

Him:"wahlalakalusiziwhat'sup"

Me:"nothing"

Him:"whatdidEvesayinobanguyeloukwenze

wanyaba"

Me:"eshe!I'mjustadmiringyouman"

Him:"I'mnotapuppybabedon'tadmireme"

Me:"oooh-hoo.Khaw'hambebabeuzobalateUtsho

ngobamhle"

Helaughed

Tookhisthingsandwalkedout

:vIcalledafterhim

Me:"heeeey!Iwantmykiss"



Wabuyaehlekawandijongashakinghishead.

Me:"unesibindintanga,justwalkingoutasifthere's

nooneyou'releavingbehind"

Him:"myQueen,whereshallIkissmyhighness"?

Me:"rightherentate"

LolhekissedmylipsIbithiscornerswahleka,I

giggled:pIwasenjoyingthisqhandiyahambaakho

nixezokwenzekamtchanam!

Him:"babyIhavetogo"

Me:"onemorekiss"

Him:"closeyourlipskuqala"

Ilaughedandclosedmylips,pouting.Hekissedme

there,andranout:v:valright!Shot!



---

FourHoursLater

Evewashere:DuziswenguMarcandwewere

waitingfortheboss,makingonehelluvanoiseinthat

house.

BabefinallyarrivedbakhebancokolanoEvethen

Marccalledwathisodibanaeairport.Wepacked

intoacarandheadedstraighttotheairportwithout

wastingmuchtime.SafikaandMowasalready

waitingforus,Evewalkedintotheaircraftndajonga

uNtandomna

Him:"hug"?

Me:"you'renotcomingwith"?

Him:"hahbabe"

Me:"okay...don'tanswerthat.Byebye"



Wehugged.

Daaaaaamn!

Thosearms:'(Ikissedhisneckleavingatraceof

pinklipstickthenIboardedthejetandfoundMarcus

inside:D

Me:"thisisgonnabeagoodride"

Him:"youbet"

LolwehuggedandgotseatedasMoliftedusupand

flewusaway.DuringtheflightIwaschattingno

babesinceeveryonewassuddenlybusyontheir

phones...actuallykwababelowoundiqalilecozI

wasn'tgonnapesterhim...Butkeshamesancokola

Him:"Ihopeawlelanga"

Me:"ndiyozelayazbra"



Him:"andingobrawakhofondin"

Me:"xolosweets,wenzan"

Him:"waitingforRangeratFish-Awaysthenwehead

toDurbanobuyakoMo"

Me:"yougoingtoDurbs"?

Him:"yep"

Me:"andIdidn'tknow?Yhounesbindi"

Him:"youcan'tblameme,youwerejusttoobusy

jammingkalok"

Me:"eshe,thismorningatleast"

Him:"slippedmymind"

Ididn'trespond.

Him:"callmeofikakwakho''

Istilldidn'trespond.



Whenwelanded,wetookacabhome,onmyway

homeIcalledKay

Him:"mmhbosslady,longtime"

Me:"heeyhowareyou"

Him:"I'mgreat,how'syou"

Me:"sameman,ninqabileqha"

Him:"uzosibonamostoday"

Me:"today"?

Him:"awuzinobrakantingapha"

Me:"hah!Ionlyfoundoutnowukubauzangapho

lowo"

Him:"thenyouhaveachancetopackaweekendbag

kalok"

Me:"I'monmawayhomefondin"

Him:"everythingokay"?

Me:"I'mnotsurehey,butI'llfindoutsoonenough"

Him:"wellgoodluckincaseyouneedit..."



IheardSihlekwibackground

Him:"Sihleyabulisa"

Me:"hollerback,Ihavetogoneh"

Him:"thanksforthecallma'am"

Me:"hahaanytime"

Safikaatthegate

Marc:"somethingisdefinitelygoingonhere"

Me:"IthoughtIwasnaivekeyaz"

Eve:"guysshush,yallaremakingmemoreanxious"

WewalkedinsothecwakaandfoundKerieating

aloneelounge.Wehuggedandsatdown,shewasn't

lookinggoodatall.



Afterafewformalitieshayndazincamaandspoke

upcozakhomntuubuzantokuncokolwaezinye

iindaba

Me:"Keriwhere'smom"

Her:"bedroom,sohow'svarsity"?

Me:"Ihaven'tattendedinaweek...beenbusy"

Eve:"isLukealsocoming"

Keri:"he'sherealready...Justwentout"

Marc:"okay,sowhat'sthisabout"?

Wathulaumntu.

Myphonerang,IrejectedthecallcozIwantedto

hearwhat'sgoingnyhaniapha.

Keri:"uhm,dadpassedaway"

Me:"what"!?

Eve:"when"?



Marc:"andweonlyfindoutnow?Why"?

Wasijongawaphakamaandleftuslookingateach

other...Iwenttomomsroomfikaelele:oIshook

her,Keriwalkedin

Her:"letherrestTrina"

Me:"howlonghasshebeensleeping"?

Her:"just...Please"

:/

Me:"oh"

Imovedastepbackwardsaseveryonewalkedin

andsataroundmom.
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Weallsataroundherbedinsilence.



Afteramomentshemovedandopenedher

eyes,Kerirantoherwithaglassofwaterandstraw

:oIdidn'trealizeithascometothatalready

Me:"she'sreallysickisn'tshe"

Sheturnedandsmiledatallofus.Thenshe

coughedupandsignaledforustocomecloser.We

did.

Her:"I'mglad.I'mgladthatyouawfullotarehere

today"

Marc:"howyoufeelingmom"

Hetouchedherfrailwrinkledhand

Her:"heybabydon'tlooksosad.Ihavenothingelse

tolivefor,youallareoldenoughtohavefamiliesof

yourownandIamofnohusband"



Me:"butmom..."

Eve:"shouldwetakeyoutothedoctor"?

Shesmiledandkeptquiet

Kwathicwaka.

Her:"Ihavesomethingveryimportanttotellyouall"

Keri:"youcanrestmom,we'llcomebackagainlater"

Her:"nonobaby.Sit"

Wealllookedatherattentively.

Her:"Iloveyouall,equallyandsodidyourdad"

Marc:"andwe'regratefulmom.Allofus"

Lukewalkedin,pathisbroontheback,kissedEveon

thecheekandmomontheforeheadthenlastly



cametositnexttome,wecuddledinsomeway.

Mom:"nowthatbeingsaid,beforeIgotomyresting

placeIhavetoletyouintoafamilysecret"

Eve:"secret?Ourfamilyhadsecrets"?

Mom:''wehaveonethatwe'reproudwebkeptuntil

now,onlybecauseitsnecessaryevennow”

Luu:"what'sthatmom"

Shesmiledatallofusandlastlytookadeepbreath.

Her:"yourdadandIneverhadchildrenofour

own,andsoweadoptedallofyou"

Keri:"I'madopted"?

Luu:"thisisnottrue"

Marc:"guys,letmomtalkfinish"

Her:"ThankyouMarcus.Iknowthiscouldhurtmost



ofyou,butforquestionsamdmaybepossible

answers,I'vekeptboxesfullofyourparents

informationanddetailswithmylawyer.Marcuswill

handleeverythingelse"

Keri:"whyhim,I'molder"

Her:"he'swiser.Nowlet'snotfightoverthis,westill

haveawillaheadofus"

Eve:"guysI'msorry,butIdon'tseemtobeableto

processwhatmomjustsaid"

Wealllookedather...

Marc:"we'realladopted,that'sit.Nowcanwemove

on"

Keri:"yousoundlikeyouknewthisbeforenow"

Mom:"that'sbecausehisfatheroncecamelooking

forhimbutMarcusdidn'twanttogoalongwithhim"

Thehousewasinsilence.



Mom:"welovedlikeourown,neverdoubtthat.Not

evenonceinyourlifemustyoudoubtourlovefor

you"

Eve:"howoldwasIwhenIwasadopted"?

Mom:"onedayold"

Eve:"why"?

Mom:"baby,that'snotimportantnow.Canwejust

celebratemyfewmomentslefttoliveinharmony"

Eve:"butmomIwa-"

Luu:"Evelyn"

Wathula.

Shewentout,Ifollowedafterherandreachedher

roomintimecozshewasgonnalockherselfinside.

Shewascrying,Iclosedthedoorandhuggedher

allowinghertocryitallout.

Mamela...



AlotofthingswerenotaddingupbutwhoamI

questionanything?AsfarasIknewI'mtheonly

adopteddaughterratherpersoninthishouseso

nyhanishameEvehadsomereasontobethisupset.

Her:"ithurts,alltheseyearsI'vebeenlivingalie"?

Me:"no,you'vebeenlivingagoodlife.Onethatyou

deserve"

Her:"nomanTee...shecan'teventellmewhyIwas

givenupforadoption.Doyouthinkthat'sagood

thing"

Me:"whatIthinkdoesn'treallymatter,whatmatters

rightnowismomandherhealth.Insteadofus

askingheralotofquestionslet'sjustbetherefor

herandwaitpatientlyforthatdaywhenwe'llspeak

toherlawyerandourquestionswillbeanswered"

Walila

Isatwithherthereuntilshefellasleep

ndamombathisaandlefther,momwasasleepand



herroomwasempty.Iwenttomyownroomand

checkedmymessages.Ntandohasbeencalling

nonstop,he'sbeensendingmessagesalongwithhis

brotherscheckingonme.SoIcalledhim....

Him:"finally"

Me:"hi"

Him:"I'vebeencallingyouoko,bekunzima

nophakamisaiphonewhenyoulanded?Orke

wakufikaendlini"?

Me:"I'msorry,slippedmymind"

Him:"slippedyourmindbaby?Wow.Okay"

Isighed

Me:"I'msorrybabe"

Hesighed



Him:"okay"

Me:"canIcallyoulaterorngomsoI'mnotreally

goodtotalkrightnow"

Him:"showhatever"

Me:"bye"

Him:"bye"

Ihungupandlayonmyback,heyandiyazman

bekuvelekwasizungunjemaybeitsbecausedadhad

passedaway?Heh,speakingofthat,noonereally

tookittoheartthatpassedawayeyonantoonour

mindswasthiscurrentsituation.

Sosocalledndisahlelinjalo

Me:"Lwandiso"

Him:"hey,unjani"



Me:"I'mgoodunjaniwena"

Him:"I'mgood,Iheardaboutyourdad"

Me:"ah,utatakhokanene"

Him:"yeah,butusureurightwena"

Me:"I'mokayman,Ithinkwewerekindaexpectingit

tohappenneh"

Him:"how'syourmomtakingit"?

Me:"she'stakenitbadly,don'tbesurprisedifwebury

themtogether"

Him:"hayTeesuthethakanjalo"

Me:"I'mserious,she'salreadyspokenherlastwords"

Him:"thisissosadthough"

Me:"itsourrealitynow,someofuswillgobackto

beingorphans.Funnyhowtheworldrotateshuh"

Him:"suthethakanjalomanfriend"

Me:"realitySosofondinisI'llneverescapethefact

thatI'manorphan"

Him:"Trinandiyakuceladon'tspeaklikethat,I'mhere



Icanbeyourfamilytooifyouwant"

Me:"butwebothknowyoucan'tbemy

parents...maybeitstimeIstartsearchingformydad.

Biologicaldad"

Him:"areyoureadyforthat,emotionallyand

psychologically"

Me:"Idon'tknowntwana...butdoIhaveachoice"?

Him:"Ihearyou..."

Suddenlywefellsilent.

Iwasthinking...ifsonkeasingobalaphathenwhat

doesthefutureholdforallofus?

Me:"Ihavetogomyfriend"

Him:"I'llcallyouagaintocheckonyouneh"

Me:"thanksdear"

Him:"ungalilimanTee"

Me:"haha,don'tworryntwanayamndistrongo



mvanje"

Him:"IblesstheLordforthat"

:v:v

Ismiledandhungup.

Iwentdownforsupperthenbacktomyroom

ndayolala.
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WhenIreachedmyroomIfellasleepimmediately

andsleptthroughbutwokeupmidnightmissing

umntanakaNtabeni

ItossedandturnedonthisbigcoldbeduntilI

decidedthatngconoandiphoxekebutI'llcallhim

andIdid...

Rangfourtimesbeforehepickedupandhedidn't



evensoundlikeasleepingman

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"Imissyou"

Wathula...

Thathurt,njekancincinotkakhuluthoughcozIwas

hurtalreadyzizintozenzekayoaphendlini

Me:"I'msorryifIwokeyouup"

ThenIhungup.

Hecalledagain...

Me:"hi"

Him:"whydidyouhangup"

Me:"bendicingelawenakalok"



Him:"butifbend'leleubusew'ndivusilenje"

Me:"xolo"

Him:"utheni"

Me:"andinantobabeIwasjustmissingyou"

Him:"iseverythingokayathome"?

Me:"yeaheverythingisfine"

Him:"okaythen,tryandgetsomesleepI'llcallyouin

themorning"

Me:"Iloveyouokay"

Him:"Iknowbaby,goodnightsthandwasam"

Me:"goodnightbaby"

Webothhungup.

Okayndalalakeafterlophonecallandwokeupin

themorning,everybodyelsewasstillsleepingsoI

optedtomakebreakfastjustnjemanndiphumzeu

KerishamethenImadesmallporridgeformomand



tookittoherleavingtheEnglishbreakfastalready

sortedandwaitingfortherestofthefamtoindulge.

Itookmom'sporridgeandteatoher,putitnextto

herbedandtriedwakingherupbutshedidn't

respond.OkaythatfrightenedmeabitsoIshook

herbutherwholebodyshook...Asixthsensetold

meshe'snolongerlivingbutIdidn'twannabelieveit.

ImmediatelyIcheckedherpulseandfoundoutthat

shewascold,waaaytoocold.Icouldn'tbelievemy

hands,Icouldn'tbelievemyeyesIsatdownand

yearsstreameddownmyeyes,itonlysankinnow

thatnow,likethispresentmomentI'mreallyan

orphan.Haikezaphalalaiinyembezioko...Idon't

knowwhendidLukewalkinbuthedidn'task

anythinghejustcoveredherandpickedmeup

wandikhupha,onceoutsideIrantomyroomndalila

pha

Ntandocalledndisalila

IpickedupstillcryingcozIknewuzophindaakhalale

ifIdidn'tpickup



Me:-silent-

Him:"baby"

Isniffed...tearswerejustcomingout,myheartwas

inpain,hurtache.

Me:"hey"

Him:"whyareyoucrying?Areyouokay"?

Me:"I'mfine,unjanibabe"

Him:"nanatalktome"

HaikesanaIbrokedown.HelisteneduntilIsubsided

Him:"okay,whathappened"

Me:"mompassedaway"

Him:"when"?



Me:"I...Idon'tknow.I'mnotsure,Ifoundherthis

morning"

Him:"okaycanIcallyoubackinfiveminutes"

Me:"okay"

Thenhehungup.
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Iwenttowashmyfacendabuyelaelounge,the

wholefamilywasthereeveryonewascryingIjust

sattherenumb.MyphonerangIgotupandwent

outside

Me:"baby"

Him:"I'llbeinEastLondonnamhlanjeeminike"

Me:"noyoudon'thaveto"

Him:"butbabeyoujustlosttheonlypeopleyouknow

asparents"



Me:"iknowhey,butthiswillpasstoo"

Him:"butI'msureyouneedme"

Me:"IdobutIthinkmyfamilyneedssometime

aloneokwangoku"

Him:"okaybutndiyezakemaybeMarc'O'Polowill

needsomeassistancehereandthere"

Me:"enkosikebabe"

Him:"bestrongneh"

Me:"I'mtrying,butitshard"

Him:"kuzodlulasthandwasam"

Ndathula.

Wehadthatsilentmomentnje.

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"mh"

Me:"celazundphathelei-quaterchickenyakwa

Nando'sbra"



him:"you'rekidding"

me:"ndiseriousbanje"

him:"okayI'llcallyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyoumorebaby,don'tcrynowokay"

Isniffedandlookedup,:vkuthwamoslookingup

stopstearsandithinah?

Me:"okay,seeyouke"

Him:"inafewhours"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungupndahlalapha.Andazangamanhowsuch

freshnewstraveledbutacarhootedyavulekaigate

kwathigqiimotoyakwaTitus...Ididn'tmove,Faith

neverlovedmesowhyshowIshowthemany

respecttoday?Andbesides,I'mallowedtobemoody

mannamhlanje.



Theygotoutofthecar...Faith,herhusbandandthen,

Landile:oIwasshockedkelona.Ididn'texpecthim

here...Whyisn'theinCTkhona?

Theycametogreet,thefolkspassedandwalked

insidewashiyekelaumfoomkhuluandhestoodright

infrontofme.

Him:"hi"

Me:"hi"

Him:"I'msorryforyourloss"

me:"thanks"

Wakhewathula

him:"thisisaLilbitawkward"

Me:"itscoolLandileyouknowyoudon'thaveto

pretend"

Him:"I'mnotpretendingTee,I'mjustsincerelysorry



abouteverything"

Me:"shokalok"

Him:"uhm,ifyouneedtotalkI'mhere.Orkeyoucan

talktoSososeeingthatitmightbeawkwardtalking

tome"

Me:"I'llkeepthatinmind"

Hesaidsomethingunderhisbreathandleft,Isat

therejustthinking.Lukecameoutandsatdownnext

tome

Him:"I'msorryyouhadtoseethat"

Me:"cool"

Him:"Iknowhowmuchyouloveddad,morethan

mom"

Me:"itwasnosecretyouknow,dadandIhadthe

sameinterestsjustlikemomandEve"

Him:"yeah...theyreallylived"



Me:"itstillfeelssurrealthough"

Him:"itsstillearlydays,astimegoesthepainwill

fade"

Ikeptquiet.

Wejustsatthereinsilence,ahearseorratheracar

fromthemortuarycametofetchherwecleanedthe

houseassoonastheTitusfamilyleft.

Ntandoreallyflewin:)boughtmymeatbutdidn't

comeinsideuynikeleyaziswa:p,Ididn'tseehimbut

IheardfromMarcandLuke'sconversationandhe

laterconfirmedthathe'slanded.

ONEWEEKLATER

IhadtoflytovarsityIwasmissingoutonimportant

testssoIlefttheFAMbehindandrushedto

Jozi,thankGodbaehasaPJcozIdidn'thaveto



bookaticketorpackumphakoforthetripandthe

sadpartwasthathecouldn'tcomewithme,his

friendneededhimthere.

IreachedJo'burgandattendedmyclassesforthe

firstthreedayswithoutanyhassles,ontheforthday

asIreachedtheschool,rememberIhavebody

guards?Theywenteverywherewithmeevenkuloup

anddownbetweencitiestheyarerightbehindME.

OkayasIreachedthevarsityentrance,Ireceiveda

spookyphonecallo.O

Me:"privatehello"

Him:"youbetterwatchyourstep,Ntandoisacouple

ofprovincesaway"

Me:"whoamIspeakingwith"

Him:"wouldn'tyouliketoknow"

Therewassomethingfamiliarwiththeattitude...

Justthatthevoicewaskindamanly,orfakedto



soundmanly

Me:"Chuma"

Thephonebeeped.

Ibekiwe,jumpile.

Iwalkedintothepremisesndayobhala.Cameout

andheadedtotheShisaNyamacozIwasn'tgonna

cookkodwandihlelindodwakulandlu,Ibumped

ontothatirritatingChloe-_-yhoNkosi!

Me:"hi"

Her:"heey,Trina?You'rescarceyaz...come,here'sa

freetable"

Iresistantlyfollowedbehindherassheledmeto

thattableandsatdown,shebroughtmethemenuI

mademyorderthenwandishiya.InafewminutesI

sawVincecomingoutbuthewascalledbya



customersoItookthechanceandcalled

Soso,wasn'treallyinthemoodforVinceandhis

lamespeechesworseuLibhongoukhona

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey,what'sup"

Him:"nothing,justcametochangeandrantothe

soccerfield"

VincesawthatI'monthephonesohejustwavedad

wentbackinside.

NdancokolamnanoSosountilmyordercame

through,asatakeawaythenmyguardsdroveme

home.

IntheeveningIcalledMarcus



Him:"heyyou,howyouholdingup"

Me:"justfine,heyIuhm,Igotacreepyphonecall

earlier"

Him:"creepyinwhatsense"

Me:"inasensethatitsoundedsoweird,likeaman

beingstrangledorafemaleimpersonator"

Him:"sendmethenumber"

Me:"privatecallkalokmtchanam"

Him:"herjyjoumanvertel"?

me:"nee"

Him:"okay,iftheycallyouagaindon'tpickupneh"

Me:"sure,what'sgoingonthere?Whatishappening"

Him:"we'rebusywiththelastprepsforbothburials

now,butallissorted"

Me:"okay,I'llbebackonweekendifwedidn'tget

morethanwhatwehavenow"

Nyhani,Iwantedtobewiththefamilyshame.



Beingawayfromhomeatatimelikethisdidn'tfeel

right.AtallbutitswhatIhadtodo,schoolmatters

mostandIknewtheywouldhavealsoencouraged

metobeatschoolinsteadofmopingaroundthe

houseandmissimportanttasks.
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OnadailybasisIdidthesameroutineofwaking

up,goingtoclassandcomingbackhome.Icouldn't

reallyreturntoElasIthoughtIwouldngeweekend

cozIwasswamped,Iwasreallybusy.OnSunday

whilecomingoutofaninternetcaféIreceivedacall

fromKuhle:D

Me:"hello"

Him:"hey,ugrand"

Me:"I'mgreat,you"

Him:"moja,andimfumaniubrakwiphoneyakhedo

youperhapsknowwhereheis"

Me:"uhm...no,Ithinkhecouldbebusythough.Try



himagainlater"

Him:"Ineedtotalktohimngokumfethu,Ievencalled

Ivoruthiakekho"

Me:"he'sinEastLondon"

Him:"oohokay,khayekendfouneleunozalake"

Me:"wait..."

Him:"huh"?

Me:"don'tyouhaveRangerorMarc'snumber?

Beforeyoucallumakhulu"

Him:"youthinkhe'swiththem"

Me:"isheeverwithoutthem?Andbesides,Idoubt

he'shadachanceyokuyakumamakheasyet"

Him:"oohman,Iforgot.Lefuneralyokokwenuneh"

Me:"yep"

Him:"okayplsforwardmeyourbrothersnumber"

Me:"sharp"

Him:"bestrongntwanayamman,thesethings

happen"



Me:"Iknowsan,enkosievha"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungup

IaskedtheguardstodrivemetotheShisaNyamaI

neededmeat:(itwasmyowncomfortokwangoku

ndihlelindedwakuleJo'burgIBoughyenoughforme

andthemthenndalindakeasitwasbraaied.Vince

cameoutandwalkedtowardsmewahlalaphantsi

smiling

Him:"youlookgood"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"how'sthepreparationsforthefuneral"?

Me:"Idon'treallyknowhey,okondilaphaleveki"

Him:"oohsoubuyelaniniemonti"

Me:"I'mnotsure,maybewithintheweek"



KwathigqiuLibo

Her:"Molweni,anisecozy"

Him:"sicozy?Njani"

Her:"nevermind,unjaniTee"

Me:"ndigrandLibowena"

Her:"hayndisharp,yazkuyacacaxakufikewena

apha"

Me:"really"

Her:"ewe,awutshowenababe?Kuvelekucacenjeba

kungenaubossladysana"

IhadnothingtosayandVincenotedthat

Him:"Liboplscheckifinyamayakheayikagqitywa

nah"

Her:"ooh,okay"



Wahamba

Me:"she'sstillinsecure"?

Him:"inobauyabuyelaumvaxaekubona"

Me:"uxakekileman"

Him:"saythatagain,andiyazngqondokaLiboicinga

njanisometimescozkuyeitdoesn'tcountleyoba

unobrauveleandicingelefani"

Me:"maybeyou'vehurtherbeforekalok"

Wathula

Loljumpile,she'sinsecurewithreason.
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Wesattherechattinguntilsheemergedwithmy

meatthenherboyfriendaccompaniedmetothe



car,theniqqazdroveout,Iaskedthemtodrivemeto

Sparndathengafreshfruitandbreadrollsthenthey

tookmehomendafikandabohlulelaeyaboinyama

thenIwalkedinsideandlockedmyselfinthere.

ItookashowerthenIcuddledmyselfonthecouch

eatinglanyama,Iwasn'tgonnacallanyone,Ijust

wantedtotakeanapandlateronwakeupandface

mybooksqha.Butkeasluckmayhaveit,theKing

called..Findingmeinasolemnstateofmood...

Me:"hello"

Him:"yourmouthisfulloffood...unjani"

Ilaughed:vIhadmeatinmymouthnyhani

Me:"I'mgoodman,unjaniwena"

Him:"I'mgood,butI'msureI'dbegreatifIcouldsee

you"

Me:"I'llbeinEastLondonsoonnjelove"



Him:"andifItellyouI'minyourhood"?

Me:"myhood?HaibobabeuseJozi"?

Him:"justlanded,canIcomeandseeyou"?

Me:"ofcozfondin,didyouevenhavetoaskthat"?

Him:"kalokIdon'twannabeofdestructiontoyour

studies"

Me:"nyhanineh,uzobalaphaforhowlong"?

Him:"ndiyahambaksasaIjustcametofetchafew

thingsezizoncedisaphakwifuneralbutandinokwazi

uhambawithoutseeingyou"

Me:"okayizake,Icanlookatthebookslateron"

Him:"onmyway"

Me:"sharp"

Thenwehungup:)itsbeenalongweek,Iwouldn't

havewantedhimtoseemeinPJafteralongtime

apartbutunderthecircumstancesIwasn'tinthe

moodtolooksexyatall.Uyoxolaumfomkhulu.SoI

onlyfreshenedupmyfaceandwenttowait



downstairsforhim,hehooted,Iopenedthegateand

wenttoopenthedoor...inafewminuteshewalked

in:Dwehuggedforanintensemomentthenwalked

totheloungesahlalasobabinilookingintoeach

otherseyes

Me:"awdinwemfethu"

Him:"youhavetoideawhatwe'redoingthere...Sino

missesyouontheotherhand"

Me:"oohman,Imisshertoo.Maybeafterthefuneral

I'llgettotakeherout"

Him:"youhaveto,itwillmeanalottoher...andme"

Me:"how'severyonethatside"?

Him:"calmandcooperative.EspeciallyKeri"

Me:"unjaniuEvelyn?Ndoyikayenaqha"

Him:"ebezothathwayilachapyakheizoloksasa

ubuyelatesêbettershame"

Me:"mmh...Awlambanga?Andphekangabutikhona



inyama"

Him:"uleleutyeinyamayodwa"?

Me:"nerolls,I'mtired"

Him:"you'rejustlazy,ndigrandsanphola"

Me:"and'ngosanwakhokepls"

Him:"ungaqali"

LolIgavehim"thee"look,wahleka.Irestedmyhead

onhisshoulderenjoyingthesefewminutes.>_<

akhomntuungayithandiyointoyakheguys,kubhujiwe

kungabhujwangakhenimengondixuluba>_<

Myphonerang...PrivatenumberIlookedat

him,ndamnika,heputitonloudspeaker

Him:"Trina'sphonehowmayIbeofassistance"

Her:"hi,IneedtospeaktoTrinaASAPifpossible"

Him:"andyouare"?



Her:"FaithTitus,sheknowsme.PlsinformherIneed

tourgentlyspeaktoher"

Him:"inconjunctionwith"?

Her:"itsaprivatematter,whoamIspeakingto

anyway"?

Him:"I'llpassonthemessagethankyou"

Thenhehungupandlookedatme,Ishrugged.

Him:"andthat"?

Me:"don'task,uqaleniniubanicekumloh"?

Him:"inobaunyanzelwayiurgencykaloknje"

Me:"uzopakakemtchanam"

Him:"awkhocuriousnakancinci"

Me:"nope,orwait...lemmeaskLwandiso"

IpickedupmyphoneandcalledSoso:)



Him:"ntwanacanIcallyoulaterI'mswampedright

now"

Me:"okaykesan"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungup

Me:"he'sbusy"

Him:"kusebusukubabeuSosoakanantombinah"

Me:"ndimfirstladykalok"

Him:"uhambaubayifirstladykuyoyonkelemizi

ngoku"

Me:"correction,heartsnothousesorhomes"

Him:"samedifference.Masiy'tshintshelencokofuthi

How'svarsity"?

Ihadtolaughathowserioushesounded



Me:"yhokubi,I'msooobehindwitheverythingbutI'm

tryingtocatchupespeciallyngeziziyipriority"

Him:"youneedtostabilizeyourselfngoku,youcan't

affordtofail"

Me:"stabilize?Kodwanguweumntuondirhuqela

eKapaeverynowandthen"

Him:"ndizoyekakaloknambabe,educationismore

importantthananything"

Me:"thenbabemandibesinglemanawutshowena?

JustuntilDecember"

Him:"hayhayyintonleuythethayongoku"

Me:"kalokineedtofocus,prioritizeandstabilizeso

zonkeezizintoneedsaclearmindsetthatisonly

focusedonthebooks"

Him:"Ididn'tknowyouhavechickenbrainthough"

Me:"baby"!

Him:"I'mbeingreal,Ungafamosxaunongenakule

yamingqondo"



Me:"esheasifucingethewholeofAfricakwawena"

Him:"babewenawoyiswayiquantitythatcouldonly

makeEastLondonhypotheticallyspeaking,Ionthe

otherhandhavedivisionsonmymind...asectionfor

businessesinSA,Africa,USA,mykids,myfamily,you

andthensomewheresomehowIfindasectionfor

myself"

Me:"okayokay,pointmade...movingrightalong"

Hekissedmycheek,Idon'tlikebeingwrongwethu.

Sosocalled,Ipickedup...

Me:"bheyibhi"

Him:"hey,I'msorryaboutearlier"

Me:"noprobs,dudeIgotacallfromyourmom"

Him:"mom?Uthini"

Me:"shesaidImustcallherback,kalokIgaveubae



iphonesinceibiyiprivatecall"

Him:"hahaha!Uligwalantwanatyhini"

Me:"yhuSosoibebeenthroughalotmtchana,Ican't

dealwiththatkindastuffngoku"

Him:"khawmendbuzekuLaabaebezothini

umamakhe"

Me:"pleasesaniman"

Him:"shokebabe"

Wehungup,Ntandowasrelaxingwitheyesclosed.

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"

Me:"Awfunulalanobayi30minutes"

Him:"ha.andigrand"

Me:"you'reexhaustedNtandohaibo"

Him:"I'llsleeponthejetbabeskawara"



WellIshutup.

IswitchedontheTVandwatchedMTVBasengoku

asacimeleyocozandizokwaziufundaelapha

somehow.
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AfteracoupleofminuteshewokeupandIwas

havingcoffeedidn'tmakeoneforhimthoughcoz

ndimbonilebaulelekokukucimelakwakhe.

Him:"yourHighness"

Me:"myKing"

Him:"Ishouldgetgoing"

Me:"yeahyoushould"

Waphakamaandstretchedndamjonganjeê _̂

admiringhisdedicationtothisrelationshipeven



throughthetoughtimeswe'vehad.

Me:"yayazindiyakuthandaneh"

Him:"haha,youtellmealways,nobasewnomsindo"

Me:"umsindodoesn'tchangeanythingkalok"

Him:"mmh,khaphakamekeuzovala"

Ifollowedhimoutsideashegotintohiscar

Him:"iphimotoyakho"

Me:"garage,kalokandsay'qhubiondailybasisndine

chauffer"

Him:"uyiqueennyhanimos"

Me:"thankstoyou,myking"

HeturnedsmilingIwalkedrightintohisarmsand

wekissed,yhothiza!!



AfteramomentIpulledback

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"whathaveIdone"

Me:"awsaactinjebabe"

Him:"andimdalafondin"

Me:"forbeingtherewhenMarcneedsyoumost,asa

friendnothisboss.Meansalottome"

Him:"wellI'mdoingitforyoutoo"

Me:"Iknowyou'reafamilyman,andIloveyoumore

cozofthat"

Hekissedmylipsoncemore

Him:"ohmyfirst-born"

Me:"haha!Uyazbonake"



Wehuggedonemoretimethenhedroveout,Ilocked

thegateandwalkedinside,lockedthehouse,tookmy

phonesandwalkedupstairsIcheckedformissed

callsLoltwofromSosoandonefromtheprivate

number.

IcalledSoso

Him:"bheyibhi"

Me:"Ijustsawyourmissedcallsbae"

Him:"Hehmtchanamsomethingisfishypha

kulandluevenLaadoesn'tknowwhat'sgoingon"

Me:"haikengok,doyoubelievehim"

Him:"yep,uthiuyazivaiiwhispersbutkuthulwewhen

hewalksintheroomsonyhanihe'salsocuriouscoz

inumberyakhobayfumenekuye"

Me:"yhuha.amakamemanumamakhozomfounela

nobakungomso"

Him:"undxelelekewhat'supneh"

Me:"shontwana"



Wehungupndangenaezingubenindalala.

FollowingmorningIwokeupandpreparedforclass,

asthedriverdrovemeoutwafounalomfazi-_-nge

numberyakhekengok

Me:"MrsTitus,goodmorning"

Her:"you'rehardtogetholdof,howareyou"

Me:"greatandyou"

Her:"I'mgood.AreyoustillinEastLondon"?

Me:"no"

Her:"okay,uhmIcalledyoulastnight.Idon'tknowif

yougotthemessage"

Me:"Idid,whatwasthecallabout"

Her:"youdidn'tbothertocallmeback"?

Me:"wellIwasn'tsureifI'dbeinterestedinwhat

you'regoingtosay"



Her:"wow"

Me:"excusemeformyhonesty"

Her:"IguessIdeservethat,anywaythisisn'tabout

meorwhateverhappenedwhenyouwerestilldating

myson"

Me:"thenwhatsitabout"?

Her:"I'dliketotalktoyouinperson,itsveryimportant

"

Me:"wellI'llonlycometoELonFriday,forthefuneral

andIwon'tbestayinglongI'vegottoattendclasses

I'mwritingmyexamprettysoon"

Her:"ifpossiblecanyoucometomyhouseon

Sunday"

Me:"thedayafterthefuneral"?

Her:"yes"

Me:"noproblem,butI'dliketochooseanotherplace.

Don'tthinkI'llbecomfortableinYOURcomfortzone

"

Her:"whicheverpleasesyou"



Me:"okay"

Her:"enjoyyourday"

Me:"mmh"

Wehungup.

Thedrivetoclasswasaquietone,Ireachedvarsity

andwalkedstraighttoclassndahlalafourhours

concentratingandtakingnotesthenIwalkedoutto

thecanteenIneededcoffee...Onlytobumpon

Kabelo

Me:"Kabs,hey"

Him:"hey,you'reveryscarce,how'sit"?

Me:"I'mgreatman,how'syou"

Him:"I'mgreat...readyfortheupcomingexam"?

Me:"heyI'mtryingyouknow"

Him:"intwoweekswe'llbehavingrevisionclasses



andevensecondyearstudentsarewelcome"

Me:"revision?Forwhichcourses"

Him:"aren'tyoudoingLLB"?

Me:"ohwow!Howdidyouknow?Thanksthough"

Him:"soI'llnotifyyouoftheofficialtime,stillusing

thesamenumberright"?

Me:"yeah...addmeinFBsoIcanseeify'allpost

anything"

Him:"alrightthen,itsgoodseeingyouhey"

Me:"aytman"

Herushedout,Ihadmycoffeeandreturnedtoclass

fortwomorehoursthenIheadedhomeonlyto

arriveandseeSivewaitingoutside,Iopenedthe

gateaswedrovein,shefollowedinherowncar.I

wondershedidn'tcallaxelebauyezao.O

Igotoutandshedid,wehuggedsancokolanjeasI

wenttoopenthedoorImadeherdrinkandbiscuits



ndahlalaontheothercouch

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenoutside"?

Her:"arghnotlong,andIshouldhavecalled"

Me:"yeah...what'sup?Youlookstressed"

Her:"I...YhoTee.I'mindeepshit.AndIdon'tknow

whototalkto"

Me:"buuuut...youknowyoucantalktoLuu"

Her:"he'snottherightpersonforthisandmyfolks

wantnothingtodowithityettheycausedallofthis!

Gosh"!

:/erh...

Iwaited.

ThenIsawtears,Igavehertissue

Me:"I'msureitsnothingyoucan'thandle"

Her:"itsgettingoutofhandTee...AndIknowitwill



killyourbrother.Yho,Idon'tknowhowitgottothis,I

reallydon't"

LolokaynowIwasreallycurious:Ditsgonnamy

brother?Didshecheatonhim?Lolshebetternot!Or

she'llhavemeandEvedownherneckntanga!

Me:"okaywhatisit"?

Shetookasipandblewhernose.

Her:"yew...OkayIuhm,Idatedyourbrotherformany

yearsnowandfinallyhedecidedthathewasready

tomakemehiswife"

Me:"Ibelieveyouarereadytoo"

Her:"Iam,we'vealwaysbeenhonestwitheach

other...wellIthinkIwasn'tashonestasheis"

Me:"what'sthatsupposedtomean"



Shewipedatear...

Ilookedather...concerned.

Her:"whenIwas15Iuhm,gotpregnant"

Me:"you"?

Shechuckled...Iknow!Ididn'tmeantosoundso

surprised,butIwassurprisednje!

Her:"Iknowhey,thenmyparentsgaveupthechild

foradoptioncozmymomwasworkinginLondon

andmydadwasatopnotchlawyersotherewould

havebeenno-onetolookafterthebaby"

Me:"yho"

Her:"souhm,IneversawthechildafterIgaveherup.

NowrecentlyafteryourbrotherpaidlobolaIstarted

receivingemailsfromanunrecognizedemail

account.Daddidaresearchandfoundoutitsthat

childshe'slookingforherrealparents"

Me:"howdidshefindoutshewasadoptedinthe



firstplace?AndhowdidshegetholdofYOURemail

address"?

Her:"Idon'tknow,dadtriedgettingholdofthe

adoptiveparentsandonlygottheirsonwhosaidhe

doesn'tknowhowshegottheemailbutheknows

thatshe'sbeenaskingalotofquestionssincelast

year"

Me:"yhoSive"

Her:"andnowshewantstocomehome,meetiffor

thefirsttime"

Me:"haveyouguysspokentothesocial

developmentagenciesthathelpedwiththeadoption?

Imean,there'sgottobetherightwayofdoingthat"

Her:"I'mstuck!Myparentswon'thelpme...Idon't

knowwhy.Itsliketheydon'twantthechildtofindus

orsomething"

Ndathula..

Ihadnothingtosayyaz,cozndiyafananalamntana

wakhenam



Her:"inallofthis,Ihaven'ttoldyourbrother"

Me:"waituntilthefuneralisoverthentellhim,hehas

tohearitfromyou"

Her:"I'mscared.Idon'twannaloosehimTee"

Me:"youcan'tchoosebetweenyourchildandaman

Sive,she'syourblood.He'sareasonablemanhe'll

understandatsomepointevenifhedoesn't

understandnow"

Her:"Ihopeso..."

AfterafewmoretalksIofferedherindawoyolala

cozsheseemedlikesheneededapeaceful

space,wayovasaandIcookedsupperbefore

attendingtomybooks.
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WhenIwasdonecookingIdishedupfortwoofus

thenlefthersintheoven,whenIwasdoneIstarted



studyingcozIreallyhadto.Iswitchedallmyphones

offforthreefullhoursseeingthatIneededallmy

attentionfixedonthesebooks.

ShewokeupwhileIwasstudying

Her:"I'msorryifI'mofanyinconvenienceTee"

Me:"nahdon'tworry,yourfoodisintheoven"

Her:"willIbeaskingtoomuchifIasktosleepover"?

Me:"nope,youcansleepkularoomyouwereresting

on.I'llputonfreshtowelsforyou"

Her:"thanksalot...I'lleatupstairssoastonotdisturb

you"

Me:"Iguessthisisgoodnightthen"

Her:"yep"

ShesmiledandwenttowarmherfoodIcontinued

studyingndadendozelaIclosedallbooksand



startedeating,Iswitchedonephoneon...Missed

callsfrommyfamilysoIstartedngoMarcndamaz

ngostress'auyafananjenam

Him:"dudewe'vebeencallingyou"

Me:"Iwasstudying,what'sup"

Him:"nah,Iwasjustcheckingonyou.Everything

okay"?

Me:"yeahman,I'mjustcatchingupwithmybooks

especiallysinceI'llbewritingexamssoon"

Him:"yho,areyoureadythough"?

Me:"Idon'thaveachoice,immediatelyafterthe

funeralIgottacomebackIfoundagroupoflaw

studentstostudywith"

Him:"samecourse"?

Me:"yeahbutmostlytheyaredoingthirdyear"

Him:"that'sbetter,I'llpersonallymakesureyoureturn

backrightaway.Wecan'treallyaffordy'allfailing"

Me:"Iknowhey,whenisLizzyarriving"?



Him:"she'shere,herparentsarecomingonFriday

withJunior"

Me:"holleratherformeman,Imissy'all"

Him:"willdo...here'syourotherbrother"

Ilaughedasthephonesexchangedhands...

Him:"youbetterhaveaprettygoodreasonwhyyou

haven'tbeentakingourcalls"

Me:"helloLuu,I'mgoodthankshowareyoubrother"

Heburstoutlaughing:v:v

Him:"heyI'mgoodman,you"

Me:"great.Ijustmissy'all"

Him:"you'llseeusinnotimeman,Ijustmissmy

fiance"

Me:"mmh,whenlastdidyoutalktoher"



Him:"twodaysago,Itriedcallinghertodaybutit

didn'tgothrough"

Me:"tryheragaintomorrowmaybeshe'sswamped

up"

Him:"Ithoughtsotoo...Kerimissesyouhere"

Me:"tellherIloveher"

Him:"Iwill...HeyyoushouldtalktoEveman,she's

losingit"

Me:"whatdoyoumeannow"

Him:"shehasn'tacceptedthatwe'realladoptedand

itsdrivinghercrazy"

Me:"crazyisastrongwordthough"

Him:"mh,waittillyougethereyou'llseeforyourself.

ShetoldNtandoshe'sgoingtofindherparents,with

orwithoutourhelp"

Me:"andwhyonearthwouldshetellNtandoofall

people"

Him:"IaskedhimtotalktohersinceI'mseeingshe's

kindadistancingherselffromus"



Me:"byusyoumeantheentirefamily"?

Him:"yep.LikeIsaid,you'llseeforyourselfwhenyou

comeback"

Me:"that'ssounlikeherthough...andNtandowas

herebutnevermentionedthat"

Him:"wellyouknowhowhedoesthings,he's

probablynotgonnatellyousinceitsafamilymatter"

Me:"expectingy'alltotellmeneh?WellIknowhim

toowell"

Him:"don'tholditagainsthim,please"

Me:"don'tworryaboutit"

Him:"okay,talktoyousoonhey"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup.

IcalledEve,rangtwotimesandwentstraightto

voicemail.Itriedheragain,rangonceandwascutoff



okayIgaveup.

Itsclearthatshedoesn'twannatalktome.

...

OkaysoIspentmylastfewdaysofJoziswamped

inbooks,untilFridayeveningwhenIhadtoflyhome

soIarrivedkwaLukeandpacked,hisfiancehad

returnedhomeandIhadn'tspokentotheTitus's

again.ThenIhadtocallNtandocoznguyeumntu

wejetbutIcouldn'treachhim,hisphoneswere

disconnectedsomehow.Itriedmybrothers,same

thing.IendedupcallingRangercozIhadhisnumber

Him:"Trinalique,what'sup"

Me:"hi,Ican'tgetholdoftaBeast"

Him:"He'sbusywithyourbrothersatthemortuary,

canIassistthough"?

Me:"yeah,I'mwaitingforconfirmationba



ndizazothathwanahorshouldIchecktheairportfor

commercialtickets"?

Him:"I'monmywaywithMo,canyoufindyourway

totheairport"?

Me:"erh...Icouldtry"

Him:"okay,we'llbetherein15minutes"

Me:"okaythanks"

IhungupandcalledVince:vhe'smyonlyfriendmos

hereLolthat'sifwe'refriendsphof.Icouldhave

askedtheguardstodriveme,butwhentheytookme

eskolwenitheymentionedgoingoutforsomeairso

namandifunibengathindiyabaabuserabantu

babantu.

Him:"hey,what'sup"

Me:"heyuhm,andikuphazamisi"

Him:"uhm,no"

Me:"okay,Ineedaridetotheairport"



Him:"ohokay,gimmetenminutes"

Me:"thanks"

Iwaitedoutside,lockedmybrotherspropertyandin

afewminutesVinceappearedandhedrovemeto

theairport,thejetarrivedanddrovemehome,Iwas

nervousthough...Ididn'tevenmakeconversation

withRanger,Ijustpluggedheadphonesandclosed

myeyestheentireflighthewokemeupwhenwe

landedandhelpedmewithmyluggage.

Him:"akhondawoobawelaugqithakuyobeforeItake

youhome"?

Me:"uhm,ndilambilebra"

Him:"Ithoughtso,uzotyantonike"

Me:"plsdrivetoNando's,ifyoudon'tmind"

Him:"noproblem"

Weorderedkwidrivethroughthenhedroveout.



Him:"sowearegoingstraighthome"

Me:"yeah"

Itookchipsandadrinkndatyaandwaited

impatiently,asRangerracedthedarkstreetsofEast

London.

Safikaendlinihehelpedmeagainwiththeluggage

sangena.Itwasquiet,whitepeopledon'treallyfill

thehousewithrelativesorcooktheentire

supermarketfortheentirecommunity.Itwasasif

nothinghappened,bekunormal.

Me:"hello?Anyonehome"?

Evecameforthandwehugged,thatstronghugphof

Ifelthalfwaythatshewascrying.

Ipulledbackandlookedather,shewasreally

crying....



Me:''uhm,thanksRange.I'lltakeitfromhere"

Him:"okay,anythingelse"?

Me:"ha.andigrandbhutithanks"

Him:"nightthen"

Waguqukawahamba.

IwalkedEvetothecouchandwesatdown...haike

waqalaaphoebeyekekhonaumntasekhaya,Isat

thereconsolingher.
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Shestopped

Iwenttofetchwaterforherwaselaandthenwesat

inthatawkwardsilenceforaminute,Iheardher

releasingabreath

Me:"whatisitthatgotyoulikethis"?



Her:"IguessIhaven'treallydealtwiththeir

death...fromdayone"

Me:"oh"

Her:"Ifeelsoemptyyouknow.Imean,Igrewuphere

andIusedtothinkI'mtheirs,atthisageIfindoutI'm

nottheirs?Howpossibleisthatthough"?

Me:"well,didyouopentheboxmomgaveus"

Her:"Ihaven'tgatheredthebrevity,haveyou"

Me:"no,Ihaven'thadtimebutyoudoknowthatyour

answersareburiedinthere"

Her:"yeah...Souhm,howhaveyoubeen"

Iputmyfeetup,yhofinally.

Me:"wellI'vebeenbusywithmybooks,where's

everyonethough"

Her:''theguyswenttothemortuary,KerileftwithMrs

Titusacoupleofhoursago"



Me:"MrsTitus?AsinFaith"?

Her:"yep,she'sbeencheckinguponustheentire

week.CreepyifIhavetosatsomyself"

Me:"that'swhatI'mthinkingtoo...Imean,she'sbeen

callingmewantingustomeet"

Her:"reason"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,shewouldn'tsayitonphone"

Wathicwaka....

Thenshekindalikesnappedanddroppedherjaw

Her:"Idon'tbelievewhatjustcrossedmymind"

Me:"uh-oh...yourmindcanbeoverratedkeEve"

Her:"noman,thiscouldbetheonlyexplanationwhy

she'shauntingyoudownlikeamaniac"

Me:"whatcouldbe"

Wahlekaandshookherheadindismay...



Iwaitedwitharaisedbrow

Her:"whatifherhusbandisyourfather"?

Me:"that'scrazy"

Her:"I'mserious,eithershewannawelcomeyouin

herhomeashernewdaughteror,shewannabuyyou

outsoyoucanstayawayfromherfamily"

Me:"yourtheorysucksmntase,there'snowayI'ma

Titus.Noway"

Her:"canyouexplainwhyyouneverhadsexwithLaa?

YourinseparablefriendshipwithSoso?Howshe

treatedyouwhileyoudatedherson?Andthe

friendshipbetweenthemandourfather"?

Itdawned....

There'sahugepossibility...

Asmuchaswhatshewassayingmadesome

sense...Ididn'twannabelieveit.IcannotbeaTitus.

Ha.amtchanamnever.



AsIwasaddingtwoandtwotogether,theboys

walkedinandwehugged.Lwando,Ntando,

Marcus,Luke...AfterhuggingthemIwenttotakea

showerndakhendahlalaupstairsinmyroom

thinkingthingsthrough...

IdialedSoso...

Him:"missSmith"

Me:"MrsTitus,unjanisan"

Him:"I'mgoodntwanayamwena"

Me:"ndisharp"

Him:"somethingisbotheringyou"

Me:"hypotheticallyspeakingneh"

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"howwouldyoureactifyoufoundoutthatwe're

family?Somehow"



Him:"how'sthatpossible?Hypotheticallyspeaking"

Me:"Idon'tknow...Justanswerthequestionfondin"

Him:"wellI'dbehappy,we'refriendsalready.It

wouldn'tbeasawkwardasitwouldbeforLaa"

Me:"yeahneh"

Him:"tellmewhat'sgoingkalokntwana"

Me:"thewayyourmomishuntingmedowningath

uzothisheknowswhereorwhomybiologicaldadis"

Him:"Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifthatturnsouttobe

true...thatTitusmansionhassomenastyskeletons"

Me:"mh...Goodnightsan"

Him:"nightbabe...Callmewhenyouneedtotalk

neh"

Me:"willdo"

Wehungup.

IworemyPJsandwentdownstairsfikawonkumntu

xaefikaezotyaisupper,IhuggedKeriapparentlyshe



boughttakeawaysonherwaybackwithFaith,Iwas

quietthewholetime.PhofitwasmeandEve....Lol

funnyhowwesharedatablewithourboyfriendsand

siblings.Thisisnotaneverydaything...mademe

think,inobauNtandookoebelalaaphaneh?

Marc:"Trina"?

Isnappedoutandlookedaround,welleveryonewas

lookingatme:/Iwassoooconfusedthough

Me:"mh"?

Luu:"areyouokay"?

Me:"uh,yeah.Why"?

Marc:"I'vebeentalkingtoyou"

Me:"oh...sorry"

Keri:"areyousureyou'reokaythough"

Me:"yep.CanyoupassmethesaltLD"



Heclearedhisthroatandpassedmethesalt.We

continuedeating,whenwewerealldoneIwentto

washthedisheswithEve.Eachofuswith

headphonesonandplayingmusiconourphones,no

conversationwhatsoever.

Whenweweredonewemadesurethefloorand

everythingelsewascleanthenattemptedtogoto

bed,onlytobecalledtoafamilymeetinginthe

lounge...noboyfriendsthistime.

Marc:"souhm,Icalledthismeetingsoastomake

sureeveryoneisreadyandpreparedfortomorrow"

Luu:"ifanyonehasachallengeIbelievewe'restill

familysowecantalkitthroughifneedsbe,orwe

cansolveithoweverway"

Keri:"wellonmyside,I'dsuggestweuhmlookfor

professionalhelp.Maybeafterthefuneralyou

know,we'veallbeenthroughalot"

Marc:"soundsgood,that'sifweallfeellikeweneed



thatsortofhelp"

LolmnanoEveokosithecwaka.

Luu:"Evelyn"

Her:"yeah"

Him:"areyouuhm,havingsomechallengesyou'dlike

helpwith"

Her:"uhm...Notmuch.Ifyoucan,I'dlikey'alltohelp

melookformyrealparents"

Marc:"checktheboxmomgaveyou,I'msurethere's

everythingyouneedinthere"

Keri:"butwe'llassistyouinanywayifyouneedit"

Marc:"Tee"

Me:"nahI'mgood"

Luu:"yousure?Like,youdon'tneedanything"?

Me:"wellIdoneedsomeonewho'sgonnapayformy



studiesfromnowon"

Marc:"that'ssorted,forbothofy'all"

Me:"thenI'mcool"

Luu:"thenlet'sgetsomerest,tomorrowisanother

day"

Wealldepartedtoourrooms.

AboutfifteenminuteslaterNtandocalled...̂_̂

Me:"baby"

Him:"hey,unjani"

Me:"hah!Butyoujustsawmenotsolongago"

Him:"that'sthereasonwhyI'mcalling,youseemed

distracted"

Me:"nahI'mfine,getsomerestsan"

Him:"sthandwasam"



DaaamnNtando'svoicewasonthattiredyet

husky,sexy,deeptrail,makesyouwannadigyour

clawsdeepinhisback!

Me:"mylove"

Him:"Iknowwhenyou'renotokay"

Me:"butbabenjeunderthecircumstancesI'mokay

serious.Don'tworryyourselfaboutmeI'mabiggirl"

Hewassilentforamoment...

Him:"okaykendikuyekile"

Me:"Iloveyouforcaringthough,nobaudiniwe"

Him:"we'reinthislobethingtogetherremember?"

Me:"hm,thatmypainisyourpainkindathing"

Him:"uyayazi"

Me:"yeah,lalekamnandisthandwasam"

Him:"youtoo"



Wehungup.

Itossedandturnedtheentirenight.

Understandable.

PastthreeIcouldn'ttakeitanymore,Iwokeupand

wenttomakemyselfsomethingtomunch.Imade

rooibosteandakhangelanobayibananaloaf:Dcut

threeslicesandwenttositelounge.

Liz:"youokay"

Iturnedandsmiledather

Me:"whyareyouup"?

Her:"I'mthirsty,Iguessyou'rehungry"

Welaughedasshewenttothekitchencameback



andsatdownwithme.

Her:"sohowwasyourweek"?

Me:"busybusy"

Her:"mh...Haveyouuhm,foundtimetospeaktoEve"?

Me:"yeah...why"

Her:"she'sbeendistancingherselffromeveryone

sinceyouleft"

Me:"Iheard...she'llbefine.Justgivehertime"

Sathicwaka.

Her:"youknow,Iknowitsnoneofmybusiness"

Me:"whatis"?

Her:"yourrelationshipwiththebigguy"

Me:"true...so.."?

Her:"itsnosecretthathelovesyou,everyonecansee



that"

Me:"Isensea'but'coming"

Her:"Ijust...CorrectmeifI'mwrongandI'msorryifI

offendyou...ButIjustdon'tseetheeffortfromyour

sideofthisrelationship"

Wow!

Nowthat'sablowIdidn'texpect.

Me:"uhm...oh"
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Her:"lookIdon'tmeantoundermineyour

relationshipbutI'veknownhimlongerthanI've

knownyouandwhenheloves,helovesforreal.You

ontheotherhandisgivingoutconfusingmixed

signalsthatI'msureevenhedoesn'tunderstandat

times"

Me:"huh"?



LolIwasdumb.

Iwasreallycut-throat.

Iwastryingtogetintohersideofmyrelationship...

Like,thebenchside,watchersside.Lol,viewersside.

Observersside.

Her:"whenhaveyoueverwantedsomethingfrom

himandnotgetit?Hasheeverdeniedyouof

anything?I'mprettysuretheanswerisno.Butwhy

don'tyoueverseethingshisway?Givehimwhathe

wants?Andnotarguewithhimoranythinghesays"?

Forasecondthere...Iwasangry!

Me:"okayElizabethIhearyou,andmaybeyou'reright

okay.Butdoeshecometoyouforadvice?Like...I

wannaunderstandwhereyougetyourtheoryofmy

relationship"



Her:"heoncecame...andplease,weweren't

gossipingaboutyoubehindyourback.Hecameto

someonehetrustsjustsohecanbeclearandI'm

alsoawoman"

Me:"hecametoyou?You?ForadviceaboutOUR

relationship"?

Her:"yes,likeIsaiditwasaonce-offthing"

Me:"andyousaidhetrustsyou?MorethanmeI

guess"

Her:"arghdon'tbepetty,youhavemalefriendstoo

thatyoutellthingsyoudon'ttellhim.TakeSosofor

instance,youspendagreatdealoftimewithhim

thanwithanyofus"

Me:"oh?Ohnowyou'regoingtocompareyourself

withSoso?WellforoneLizzy,Idon'tdiscussmy

relationshipwithSosoNtandoknowsthat.No

matterhowcloseweare,evenifItried,Sosowould

convincemetotellNtandoandbeopentohim"

Her:"whywillyouevenneedconvincingfrom

someoneelsetoopenuptoyourman?Toyoudoes

itmakesense"



Me:"andthefactthathetrustsyou...Geezhecould

eventalktoEveIwouldn'tcare.WhatdoYOUknow

aboutme?Whatdoyoutellhimke?Whenhecomes

lookingforadvice"

Shesighed

Her:"I'mnotstartingafirehere,Ijustwannaadvice

youtoevaluateyourapproachtoyourrelationship

cozifyoucontinuethewayyou'redoingyoucould

loosehim"

Me:"wow.ThankyouElizabeth.Oh,I'llthankhimtoo

forapproachingyouwhenherealizedweneededa

relationshipcounsellor"

Her:"that'snotwhatIam,youalsoknowthatI'mnot

perfectbutIputhardworkinmyrelationshipwith

yourbrother"

Me:"...Seeyouinthemorning"

Ilefthertherendayolala.IthinkIslepttwoorthree



hours.WhenIwokeupIswitchedoffmyphonesand

wenttobath,wokeEveupandtookherson

ndamvaselawhileshewasbathing.Idressed

Booboookoehlekasincokolâ _̂whenhewas

dressedIbathedKeri'ssonnayendamnxibisathenI

tookthemdownstairsfikauLuuesitya

Me:"morning"

Him:"hey,lookwho'slookingdapper"

Iputthekidsnexttohim

Me:"youcanfeedthem,Ineedtogetdressed"

Him:"nopro'm"

Iwalkedbackupstairsndakhangelaimpahla.

Eve:"whatchuwearing"?



Me:"Idon'tknowhey...Ididn'tevenbuyanythingfor

thisfuneral"

Her:"wellIhaveablackdressI'msureitcanfityou"

Me:"okay,youcanlookthereandseeifthere's

anythingyou'lllike"

Shewenttofetchherdressforme,Iworeitwith

stockings.IhadaMalaysianweaveonsoIjusttied

itintoabun,putonblackglitteringstuds,necklaceka

NtandoandawatchthenIworesilverplatformheels.

Sheworemyhigh-waistcottonblackskirt,black

platformheels,darkgreychiffontopandablack

blazerthenwebothappliedminimummake-up

sahambaandwentdownstairswhereeveryonewas

rushingout...

Wedidn'tevengetachancetoeat,Iwasn'thungry

though.Weallgatheredatchurchforaminisermon

beforewewenttothecremationcenterwherewe

crematedbothofthemandcollectedtheirashes

andnowonlyfamilyheadedtotheirfavoritefarm



andburiedtheirashesthere.Itwastheirwish.

OnourwayhomeIwaswithLukeandKeriinthecar,

EvewaswithMarcandLizthenLwandowaswith

hisfamily,Ntandohiscrew....andsoforth.

LuudrovetoWimpyjusttogrababite...Iwassilent

throughouttoday,Ididn'tevencryatthecremation.

Wesataroundatable,thethreeofus

Luuwenttoorderforallofus

Keri:"baby"

Me:"mmh"

Her:"talktome,howareyoufeeling.You'vebeen

quiet"

Me:"I'mfine"

Her:"areyousure"?



Luucameback..

Him:"Iuhm,heardyouandLizthismorning"

Me:"ohthat"

Keri:"whathappened"

Him:"Evewasgivinga101onrelationshipmatters"

Me:"youmeanonMYrelationship"

Keri:"whatdoessheknowaboutyourrelationship"?

Me:"alot.Yhoshesaidalot"

Him:"wellfromwhatIsawyouweren'timpressed"

Me:"youtoowouldn'tbeimpressedifIcametotell

youhowtoloveSive"

Keri:"shetoldonyoulikethat"?

Me:"notinsomanywordsthough,apparentlyhe

confidedonherabouthowdifficultIcanbe"

Him:"whaoh"



Ourfoodcamethrough...

Istartedeating

Keri:"Idon'twanty'allfighting,thetimingisnotright.

Justforgetwhatevershesaid.Please"

Me:"I'msurethat'swhatyouwoulddoifyouwerein

myshoes"

Luu:"okayshecouldberight,orwronginwhatever

shesaidbutIdon'tthinkitwasinherplacetosay

thosethings"

Me:"mypointexactly"

Keri:"shecan'treversewhatshe'ssaidnowcanshe?

Canwenotgetworkedupoversomethingsolittle?

MaybeshewastryingtoprotectNtandoforallwe

know"

Luu:"mmh,canwejusteatupandgohome?The

otherswillstartcallingsoon"

Weallateupandheadedhome,whenwereached



homeIwalkedrightupstairsandshowered.Isaton

thatshowerfloorandeverythingdawnedonme.

Me:"nowI'manorphan.Iwonderhowlifewillbe"

Closingmyeyesandrememberingmyearlydays

withmyownmother,hahathegoodstoriesshe

wouldtellme.WhenIrememberedmyfirsttimeasa

Smith:)thesepeoplewerereallyoneofakind.

Idon'tknowhowlongI'vebeentherebutIheard

bangingonmybathroomdoorndaphakama,myskin

palengamanzi.

IopenedthedoorgqingoLizzynoSive,Ilookedat

themconfused

Sive:"hey,areyouokay?We'vebeencallingyou"

Liz:"anditsclearyou'vebeenhereforawhile"



Ijustturnedandtookanothertowel,wipedmybody

astheywalkedinIwalkedout.Ndayohlala

eroomin,phofOoEvebahleliapha,Keriwaslooking

worriedbutEvewasjustlisteningtoherheadphones

wangqengqaonmybed.Iwalkedovertothe

dressingtableandlotionedmybodyinsilence

Keri:"whereareyourphones"

Me:"underneaththatpillow"

Shelifteditupandrealizedthattheywereswitched

off.

Lizandsivewalkedaway,leavingmeandmy

siblings.

Me:"I'mgoodguysmanIhopey'allweren't

panicking"

Eve:"Itoldthemyou'reokay,Lizardjustthinksshe



knowsbetterthantherestofus"

Keri:"Evedon'tstart"

LolsahlekanoEve

Eve:"taBeasthasbeenaskingforyou"

Me:"oh...pleasepassmemytabEve"

Shepassedmethetab,KerileftasIcalledNtando.
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HisphonewentstraighttoVMItriedthesecondone.

Itriedthesecondoneleavingthebusinessphonefor

thelasttrybutshamethisonephonerangacouple

moretimesbeforehepickedup

Him:"hello"

Me:"hey,unjani"



Him:"goodyou"

Me:"good,uthiuEveubundifuna"

Him:"IwasjustaskingsinceIlastsawyouat

church"

Me:"oh,okaysharp"

Cwaka.

Me:"babe"

Him:"usharp"

Me:"ndirytbabe"

Him:"I'mgoingbacktoCTlatenamhlanjesoI'dlike

toseeyou"

Me:"okay,uphingoku"

Him:"backyard,kuthwawe'rehavingabraai"

Me:"oohokay"

Him:"soyou'llmakeachance"



Me:"yeah"

Him:"sharp"

Hehungup.

IturnedtoEve

Me:"there'sabraaiatthebackyard"?

Her:"uhyeah,theboysareactuallythere"

Me:"oh"

HeputherphonedownandwatchedmeasIgot

dressed.Ifwe'rehavingabraaithenI'mdefinitely

dressingforabraai.Iworeshortsandavestwith

flopsthenIsatdownnexttoher.

Me:"what'sup"

Her:"Idon'tknow...IthinkI'vehadenoughoflizard



already"

Me:"what'sshedonetoyou"

Her:"shethinksIdon'trespectmyboyfriend,Italk

anyhowtohiminfrontofeveryone"

Me:"doyou"?

Her:"askherkaloksheknowsbest.Justlikeher

boyfriend"

Me:"let'sratherkeepoutofherway...Prettysoon

we'llbereturningtoJo'burgshe'llbegoingtoCTand

we'llkeepitatthat"

Her:"mmh.Cummonlet'sgojointherestofthe

family"

Wefollowedeachotherdownthestairs,andoutto

thebackyardLolsomesortofapoolpartyneh?Or

aftertears?WellIstillhavenocluewhattheycalled

it.

IsatwithLuucozbaewasbythefirewithGudda:v



:vreally?Loosancokolanjeewethuasthebraai

wentonandone,Ididn'tevengoclosetoNtando

butwekeptaverycoolcontactlikeeyeingorsmiling

casuallytoeachother.

Liz:"uhm,Teecanyoucomeandhelpme"

Me:"sure"

Everolledhereyesatme,Kerislappedherarm

ndamhlekacoztherewasnoneed.

Wereachedthehouseandsheremovedsaladsfrom

thefridgeIlookedatthetubso.Owhendidtheydo

these?Lolno,Idon'treallywantananswer.

Me:"soI'mhelpingyouwiththese"

Her:"yeah...ButI'vegotabonetopickwithyoufirst"

Me:"goahead"

Her:"ourconversationearlier...Iwouldn'tlikeitto

becomebarrierbetweenus.LikeIsaid,I'msorryifI



offendedyou"

Me:"forgiven"

Her:"notthatIseeanychange,Imeanyourboyfriend

hasbeenaskingyourwhereaboutssincewecame

backfromthecremationbutyouhaven'tmadetime

toreachouttohim"

Iputthetubsbackandlookedatthisgirl....

She'sunbelievable.

Me:"IneedafavorfromyouLizzy"

Her:"okay"

Me:"please.Please.Stayoutofmybusiness.Please"

Her:"awTee?I'mnotinyourbusinessI'mjuststating

theobvious"

Me:"hello!Idon'tcarewhetheritsobviousor

obliviousbutIwon'thaveyoudictatehowIlovemy

man,howtoruntherelationship.Noplease"



Her:"Iwasjusthelpingyouasanolderwomanto

you,yoursister-in-lawforthatmatter.IfIdon'tadvice

youtowardstherightdirectionthenwhowill"?

Ihadbothmyhandsoneithersideofmywaist.

Me:"oh?Isthatso?Hepromisedtofinallyputaring

onitnowthatwe'reallorphans?OrwaitYOUthink

he'llmarryyounow?Wow"!

Her:"Iknowhe'llmarryme,we'reinarightplace.But

nowwe'renottalkingaboutmeright?Youarethe

problem,babygirlfixyourself!Fixyourrelationship

andbetteryet,fixthatrottenattitude"

HolyflipshedidNOTsaythat.

Marcuswalkedin...Somehowwewerebothfuming

withanger

Him:"babewhatsgoinginhere"?



Her:"jousistermaakmykwaad,jershe'shasJo

mannerswhatsoever"

Me:"haha!ReallynowLizzy?Whydon'tyoutellmy

brotherthatyouwantmetobelikeyou"?

Her:"belikeme?Ineversaidthat"

Marc:"guys,we'reallinherethere'snoneedtoshout"

Me:"goahead,tellhimyouwantmetocheatonmy

boyfriendwithoneofhisniqqaz,haveachild,drop

outofschool,livewiththesameboyfriendIcheated

onandthenthreeyearsdownthelineremember

thatschool'sstillimportantandgoback"

Marcwasturningpink...

Her:"nowyou'vegotittwisted!Inever..."

Me:"hellomissrelationshipexpert,ifyouknowbetter

thenYOURrelationshipwithMarcusismost

probablytheperfectone.AmIright?Sofromnow

on,justtogetyouoffmyback...I'lldoex-"



Marc:"Trinaliqueshutup"!!!

OhIshutup!

Onthereal.

Ilookedather,armsfolded

Him:"gimmeaminutetotalktoLiz,goanjointhe

others"

Me:"I'velostmyappetite"

Iwalkedtomyroomandshutthedoordown.

IcalledNtando,myangerwastoomuch:/Iamnot

surewhetherIwasangrybecauseofwhatshesaid

orshewasjustareboundtothepainIwasfeeling.

Him:"babe"



Me:"canyoudrivemetothebeach"

Him:"erh...Butthebraai?Areyoucrying?"

*sniff*

Me:"no,Ijustneedsomeair"

Him:"Icangiveyouthecar,Idon'twantyourbrother

thinkingI'mabusingtheprivilege"

Me:"okay,plssendGuddawiththekey"

Him:"makesureyoutakeaphonewithyou"

Me:"sure"

Itookahoodieandwentout,bumpingontothese

twohuggingitout..Iwalkedpassedthemandsaw

Guddacomingndayomlindangaseemotweni.Hr

gavemethekeysandabankcard,Ididn'ttakeitcoz

Ihadmoneyinmywalletndaqhubandayotsho

elwandle.

Isawtheicecreammanndathengaandjust

watchedthehorizon.



Her:"IknewI'llfindyouhere"

WithoutturningIknewitsEve

Me:"whatchudoinghere"

Her:"Marcsentmetocomelookingforyou,aftera

brawlyouhadwithhisfloozie"

Me:"I'mgettingsickofher,Iswear"

Sheburstoutlaughing.

Her:"Itoldyou"
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Me:"EveI'mserious.Itsnotbeen24hoursafterour

parentsburialnowsuddenlywehaveapsychotic

mother?Hellno"!

Her:"I'mleavingEastLondontomorrow,ifyou're



stayingbehindthenI'llseeyouinJozimylove"

Me:"wellatleastyou'regoingwithLwando,Istillhave

totalktoLizzy'sclientbeforeIgo"

Sheburstoutwithlaughter...

Her:"EveryLizardspiritinjectingandrubbingoffon

ourmen!OutbytheBloodofJesus"!

Me:"Fire"!

:v:v

Westayedafewmoreminutesthendrovearound,I

calledNtandoangapanickakhulu.

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"seyphelileibraai"?

Him:"nouphiwena"



Me:"onmywaywithEve"

Him:"nenzaninoElizabeth"

Me:"sezoxelakuwe"?

Him:"I'masking,nenzani"

Me:"she'sputtingmeinmyplace"

Him:"thenwhyisshecryinginside"

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'matthebeachIleftherwithher

boyfriend"

Him:"youbetterhavenothingtodowithit"

DidIhearcorrectly?

Me:"andiva"?

Him:"youbetterhavenothingtodowithit"

Me:"mh,seeyoujustnow"

Him:"sure"



Hehungup,IlookedatEveandthenbacktomy

phone.

Me:"Ithinkourdeclarationdidn'treachheaven"

Her:"he'stakinghersideobviously.Iknow,Idon't

wantLwandospendingmuchtimewiththese

guys,he'llturnagainstmeprettysoon"

Me:"bettertakehimawaysana"

Welaughedandjokedaboutthistillwereached

home,Iparkedandgotout...webothwalkedin.There

wasnooneinsidesowewalkedtotheback,she

wenttohermanIwenttogiveNtandohiskeys.

Hepulledmeaside,wewalkeddownthepond,itsa

verysecludedareaattheback.Awayfrompeople's

site.

Him:"SibongileuthenikuLizzy"?



Me:"nditheni?Aboutwhat"

Him:"Iheardy'allgoingonandonbeforeyouwentto

thebeach,benisenzani"

Me:"ohthat.Itsnothingwethu"

Him:"itsnothingyetitleftherinapooloftears"

Ilookedathim....Haykodwalizardshouldgiveme

someofwhatshe'susing>_<itsworkingforher

stru'bob!

Me:"wellLizzywasjustgivingmelessonsorrather

tips...hayandiyazwhattocallit.Butanyway,lonto

iyiyokeebeyenzelairelationshipyethuasshe

reckonsweneedexpertadvice"

Him:"weneedexpertadvice?Forwhat"?

Me:"Idon'tknow.Youtellme,sinceyouwenttoher

foradviceinthefirstplace"

Hechuckledandshookhishead.



Him:"you'renotserious,thatwaswhat?Threetosix

monthsago"?

Me:"apparentlyIneverseethingsyourway,Inever

giveyouwhatyouwant,Ialwaysfightyouandargue

withyouoneverything"

Him:"....Ooh"

Me:"andyouwenttoherbecauseshe'sawoman

thatyoutrustsinceIalsohaveSosowhomItrust.

Right?"

Him:"nowthat'sridiculousandyouknowit"

Me:"herwords,notmine.Andcometothinkofit,she

wassosureofeverywordshewassayingasifshe

knowstheinsandoutsofourrelationship"

Wathula

Him:"sowhatdidyousaytoher"

Me:"Itoldherwheretogetoff"



Him:"sothat'swhyshe'scrying"

Me:"maybe"

Him:"haikodwababe,shewastryingtohelpshe

wasn'tinterferingnje"

Me:"notfromwhereI'mstanding,youknow...Some

ofthethingsshesaidweretruebutIdon'texpect

themfromher"

Him:"atleastikhonaintooyfumeneyokekulento

ebeyithetha"

Me:"wellshemademefeellikeI'mnaive.Tellme

something,doyoufeelchokedinthisrelationship"?

Wandijonga...

Him:"chokedhow"

Me:"NtandoIknowndiyadika,you'vetoldme

countlesstimeshowchildishIam"

Him:"so"



Me:"givenaChance,wouldyouleaveme"

Him:"ifIwantedtoleaveIwouldhaveleftyou

already.I'mherebecauseIloveyou"

Me:"Iknowthat,butsinceIdon'tmakeasmuchofan

effortkulerelationship.Idon'treallyunderstandhow

youcanloveumntukanjalo"

Wakhewathula.

Isatdownonarockandwaited....

Hehadtosaysomething.Hehadto.

Him:"ufunandithiniS'bongile"?

Me:"andiyazbabe"

Him:"butufunandthethe.Idon'tknowhowtoexplain

toyouuthandolwamforyouifthat'swhatyouwant"

Me:"canyoutellmethis,doyouhaveaproblemwith

Lwandiso"?

Him:"whywouldI"?



Me:"Idon'tknow.Doyou"

Him:"I'mnoteenagerwho'safraidofushiywa

zintangazakhe,IknowmyplaceandIknowwhatI

deserveinarelationship"

Me:"fromwhatIhearI'mnotgivingyouwhatyou

deserve,sondiconfusedkengokbecozfromhere

I'mgoingstraighttoJo'burgbecauseschoolis

prioritykum.WillthatalsocomeoutasifIdon'tcare

howyoufeel?ThatIdon'tcareaboutyourneeds"?

Him:"youknowIencourageyoutostudyandiyaz

lentoundibuzayona"

Me:"trueI'maskingthewrongperson.MaybeI

shouldspeaktoElizabeth"

Him:"stopit.Okay!Juststop"

Me:"sundshouta"

Him:"fuckman!Getoverit,shetoldyouthetruth

utshonawenowfixyourerrorsandstopwhining.

Geez"

IlookedatNtando.



MaybeIdon'tdeservehimnyhani.

Me:"Ithinkyou'rewiththewronggirl"

Helookedatme

Andshookhisheadindisbelief

Him:"sowhatnow?Webreakup"?

Me:"ifyoufeelthat'swhatweneed"

Him:"Ithinkthat'swhatYOUneed,arealitycheck"

Me:"Isee"

Him:"sothisisit?You'renotevenwillingtotry

harder"?

Me:"Idon'twannalooseyou,Idon'tseemylifeeven

afootdistanceawayfromyoubutIdothinkweneed

someperspectivehere.Idon'twannablame

you,maybeI'mtheonewhohaslosttheplot"

Him:"khawyenzesimplekeS'bongilelento

uythethayo"



Me:"canweuhm,justtakeabreak?Please"

Him:"areyousurethat'swhatyouwant"

Me:"eintlikno,butIthinkitswhatIneed"

Wathula.

Igotupandwalkeduptohim...Hischestwasso

welcoming.Itouchedhisbreastplateandlookedat

him,Iwashurting.Stru'bobbutIcan'treallyexpect

himtositaroundandwaitforhimtofinallygrowup

nowcanI?Itsunfaironhim,Lizisright.Idon'tmake

aneffortbecausethoughhemakesaneffortIdon't

seeitcozI'mnotfocusedonitnorhim,I'mfocused

onmyself...Itsbettertohimgo.

Me:"IloveyouZ'khali,kakhulu"

Hishandsheldmywaist.

Him:"I'mnotbreakingupwithyou,I'mjustgivingyou



space"

Me:"babe"

Him:"nodon'tsayit.Iwon'tbebulliedintoasome

nonsensicalbreakup"

Iclosedmyeyesandkissedhim,wekissed.We

hadn'tinalongtime.
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Ididn'twannabreakthekiss.

Goshthisisnotthemanofmydreamsbutheisone

helluvalovingman,nooneeverdreamsofdatinga

gangsta.He'sbeenthereandhe'sstillhere...maybe

ubumuncubuthatheindawoyabokodwaaphakum

nyhanishame.

Hepulledbackandkissedmyforehead.

Ikeptmyeyesclosedandletatearrolldown.



Him:"kamnandiuyayazandiyiyolatypeilahlwayo"

Ichuckled...that'strue:v

Me:"Ihopewe'renotenemies"

Him:"youcan'taffordtobemyenemy,and

besides,thisisonlyabreaknotabreak-up"

Me:"awsekhoconfidentnje"

Him:"unlikeyouIknowwhatIwant,andIdon'tletgo

untilImaintainandsecureitperfectly"

Ikissedhislipsandweheadedtothehouse,well

that'sit.Ourbreak.Orbreakup.Idon'tknowwhichis

which.Wewalkedinlikenothinghappenedand

everyonewashavingadop,wejoinedinand

laughed,playedchessandthenNtandospokeup.

Him:"erhm,Mohasarrived.That'smyque"



Marc:"oh,lemmehelpyouwiththeluggage"

Bahambake,everyoneinfactbesidesthegirls.Lol

EvejustswitchedontheTVandturnedupthe

volumeonTraceUrban.

Ntandowentoutfirst

Him:"awbaweliundikhaphaNalique"

IlaughedandfollowedafterhimcozIknewitssome

kindofatrap:v

Wereachedhiscarandstoodrightnexttoit,leaning

onit.

Him:"sondelafondin"

Iwasafootawayfromhim,soIjuststeppedforward



andwewereabreathaway

Him:"somyfriend,whencanIcomevisityou"

Me:"I'mprettybusythiswholeweek"

Him:"weekend"?

Me:"that'sifwe'llstayindoors.ButNtando,isitwise"?

Him:"mh,Iwon'tanswerthat.Butrememberthatyou

owemeandI'llcomecollectmybelongings"

Ismiled.

Hepulledmeevenmorecloseranthenwekissed.

AfterawhileIpulledoutandkissedthetipofhis

nose.

Me:"uhambekak'hleJojo"

Him:"enkosisthandwasam"

Wehugged.



Theguyscamewithhisbags,theirbagstooaba

bahambanayethentheyleftasIreturnedinside

Me:"nighteveryone"

Keri:"nightsweetie"

Evegotupandfollowedmeandwewenttoher

room.

Her:"so,whathappened"

Me:"weuhm,tookabreak"

Her:"youbrokeup"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Her:"wellIdon'tknowwhattosay.You'rebraveI

guess.Idon'tthinkIwouldbelikethisafterabreak

up"

Me:"itwassomekindofamutualagreement"

Her:"ohokay"



LolIwasn'tgonnaarguenoEvebymakingher

understandsoIjustleftherandwenttobed.

ImusthavefallenasleeprightawaycozIwas

wokenupbymynonstopringingphone

Me:"mmh"

Him:"ndihambekak'hlebabe"

Me:"ohokay.I'llcallyouinthemorning"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungupndaphindandalala.

InthemorningIwokeup,packedmybagsandwent

tobath.BeforeIgotdressedIsatdownandcalled

him

Him:"mh"



Me:"ohkungonauleleyowenangoku"

Wahleka

Him:"yho,ugrand"

Me:"ndisharpwena"

Him:"dope.Imissyouthough"

Me:"namyaz...maybeitsbecauseofthisdecisionwe

tooklastnight"

Him:"I'monlysupportingthatishbecauseIwantyou

tofocusonschoolworkotherthanthat,I'mstillyour

manandyou'restillmywife"

Me:"hahaha!Okay,noted.Movingrightalongcanwe"

Healsolaughed

Him:"I'mbeinghonestwithyouyazbabe"

Me:"kodwababeyou'renothelping.You'rejust

makingthisthingalotmoreharder"

Him:"haha!Breakupsaren'tsupposedtobeeasy"

Me:"ha.analovelendlelawenzangayoissabotage



serious"

WespokesomemorethenIgotdressed.Andwent

downstairsandmadebreakfastformyself,just

cereal.

LizwalkedinasIwaseating

Her:"morning"

Me:"hi"

Her:"would'vebeenkindifyouthoughtofmaking

breakfastforeveryone"

Me:"thoughty'allaresleeping"

Her:"oryou'rejustbeingselfish.Asalways"

Ijustleftherthereandwenttothelounge,bumping

ontoMarcusandLukeontheirwaytotheloungeas

well.



Her:"youcanwalkoutonmeasmuchasyoulikebut

youcan'trunawayfromthetruth,you'reoneselfish

littlebratthatdoesn'tknowthemeaningof

appreciation"

Mybrotherslookedatme,Ishrugged.Luujoinedme

elounge,Marcwenttoher....Hesaidsomethingina

lowvoiceyhowaphambanauLizzywathukisela

Her:"Oh?SonowIgottashutup?Ekwilniekakvat

nie.Jousistersarerude,hulleisgemors.Iwon'thave

themunderminingmeandspeakinganyhowtome.

EspeciallynotTrina!Ofallpeoplenother,just

becauseshedatestaBeastdoesn'tmeanshe'smy

bosstoo.Yeshemayhavethemoneyandthe

influencebutfuckIwon'ttoleratethatrubb-"

OhkayIwalkedbackintothatkitchentorinsemy

bowl.ShegrabbedatmyhairIscreamed.AndLuu



pulledmeback

Marc:"Elizabeth!Fuckwhat'swrongwitchu"

Luu:"takehertoyourroom,I'lldealwithTee"

Me:"whyisshepullingmyhair"?

Marc:"Liz"?

Her:"don'tfuckenLizme"

Marc:"I'llfuckyouupifyoudon'tshutupnow"

Her:"fuckyouMarcus!Fuckyou"

Ohokay....Iuhm,wasnowconfused.Tothe

maximumpoint.EitherLizisreallypsychoticor

she'scrushingonmyman.

Whoahwait....

Yes!



LizhasacrushontaBeast!That'swhyshe'sso

protectiveofhimandhowItreathim:owellthat's

theonlyexplanationIcouldcometo:/ohmygolly!

Me:"youbetternotbeonwhatIthinkyou'reon"

Marc:"drugs?Noman,that'sabsurd"

Me:"sheknowswhatI'mtalkingabout"

Ilookedather...Shegavemeonecheekylook.

Her:"andifIam"

Me:"I'llfuckyouupmyselfyou'lltakemyplaceinjail

rightafteryou'vestitchedyourscarsatthehospital

I'mtellingyou.Don'trubmeupthewrongway"

Marc:"whatthehellisgoingonherenow?Whatare

youtalkingabout"?

IlookedatLizandshookmyhead



Me:"youain'tgotnoshame.Sies"

Her:"whoareyoutojudge?Huh?Missgoodytoo

shoes"?

Isizedherup...utheesanyevulandamncedisa

ngempama.WothukanoLukebandiphuncukenjani

wandibambaandtookmetohisroom,EveandKeri

alsocamedownlostandquestioningKwenzekani.

Tchinliyandiqhelaelilawu.
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IsatonLuke'sbedthinking.

Everythingshewassayingthesepastfewdayswere

accurate.Ifshedidn'thaveanotheragendaIwould

sayshewasreallylookingoutformyhappinesscoz

cometothinkofit,shewastellingthetruth...ona

benchersviewofmyrelationship.Notonmyview



>_<.

Mybrotherwassayingsomething,Iwashearing

somethingelseuntilhepulledmyearIscreechedto

attention

Me:"mmh"?

Him:"what'sgoingonbetweenyouandLizzy"?

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutit"

Him:"butyouhaveto.Ifyouwannagetoutofthis

roomyoubetterstarttalking"

Ijustsatthereandlookedbetweenmyknees.My

headwasthrobbingsohard...hegaveupand

slammedthedooronhiswayout.Ifollowedand

wentstraighttomyroomndathathabagszamand

wenttoknockonEve'sdoor,IcalledhercozI

rememberedthatshewentdownstairs

Her:"hey"



Me:"plscometoyourroom"

Her:"sharp"

Wehungup,Iopenedthedoorandsatonherbed.

Shewalkedineatingyoghurtandsatnexttome

Me:"areyoustillgoing"?

Her:"yeahI'mwaitingforLwandotocall"

Me:"whereishe"?

Her:"hetookBoobootohisparentsthey'reatVincent

Heights"

Me:"okay,I'llwaitfory'allintownIwannaseeifthere

areanyflightsavailablefortoday"

Her:"you'regoing"?

Me:"yeah"

Shelaughedandwhistled"TheMockingbird":vI

walkeddownstairs,walkedpasttheemptykitchen



andalmostoutthegatewhenIbumpedonKeriand

Lukebandijonga

Him:"whereareyougoing"

Me:"I'mgoingtoJo'burg"

Her:"but...whynow"

Me:"IhaveanearlyclasstomorrowandIdon'tknow

ifthereareanyflightsavailableevennow"

Him:"okay...lemmedriveyoutotheairport"

Me:"noI'llta-"

Him:"I'mnotlettingyouhitch-hikewhilewehave

carshere"

Ishruggedandwalkedovertohiscar,packedmy

bagsandhuggedKerithenwedroveoffinsilence.

Untilwereachedtheairport.Weinquiredaboutthe

ticketsavailabilityandfoundaflightthatwouldbein

anhoursoweboughteloticketandwentuptothe

caféontheroofandorderedcoffee...



Thenbam!

Faithcalled.

Me:"MrsTitus"

Her:"hey,howareyou"

Me:"goodyou"

Her:"I'mgreat,IhopeI'mnotdisturbingyou"

Me:"itsokay"

Her:"likeIsaidbefore,I'dliketomeetyouinperson

there'sanimportantmatterI'dliketodiscusswith

you"

Me:"wellitwillhavetowait,I'monmywaytoJo'burg

rightnow"

Her:"oh.Sosoon"?

Me:"I'vegottobeinclasstomorrowmorning"

Her:"Iunderstand,butwhattimeisyourflight"

Me:"itsinanhour"



Her:"wouldyoumindifIcomeover?I'maroundI'm

sureIwon'ttakeeven30minutes?Thisisvery

urgent"

Me:"sure"

Her:"thanks,seeyouinabit"

Wehungup,IlookedatLuke.

Me:"MrsTitusiscominghere"

Him:"youneverwenttoher"?

Me:"didn'thavetime"

Him:"butTeeshe'sbeenpleadingtoseeyoufordays

now"

Me:"seeingthat'sitsveryimportant,I'llfindoutwhat

itisinafewminutes"

Him:"wellI'llhavetoleaveyou,Siveisgoingtosee

herauntinBeaconBaybeforeweflybacktoJozi"

Me:"noproblem.Thanksforthecoffee"



Him:"oh...lemmejustdothis"

Hegotbusyonhisphoneandinafewseconds,Igot

in-contactndamjonga

Him:"you'llbedrivingyourJaguarright"?

Me:"I'mnotsure,what'sthis"

Him:"fuelandgroceries"

Me:"oohthanks.Yho,Ididn'teventhinkofthat"

Him:"IknowyoudontcookwhenI'mnotaround"

Lolyeahwhatever.

Wehadourcoffeeandthenheleft.

AfewminutesafterheleftFaithcalledagainI

directedherbandiphithenshecameupandordered

acuppawithcheesecake



.

.

Evecalled...IexcusedmyselfkuFaithasItookthe

call

Me:"missSmith"

Her:"whereareyou"

Me:"ohsorryman,Luudrovemetotheairport"

Her:"youreallyneedsomelizardinyourlife"

Watshoehlekaaswehungup:v:v:v

NdabuyelakuFaith...

Her:"youlookverymuchbetterthanwhatIthought

youwouldbe"

Me:"biggirlsdon'tdrowninsorrow"



Her:"tellmeaboutit"

Ilookedather...

We'renotfriends.Ufunanikum?That'sallIwanna

know.

Shetookasipandlookedatme,Iwaspainfullyblank.

Landlelaidikayosbari.

Her:"okay,whatI'mabouttosaymuststaybetween

us"

Me:"okay"

Her:"Iuhm,Ithinkyoucouldbepartofmyfamily"

Me:"partofyourfamily?"

Her:"yes,umtshanawamtobeexact"

Ilaughedathowridiculousshesounded

Me:"Haha!That'sagoodone"



Her:"I'mnotjoking"

Me:"hayMakaSosoI'mnotanywherenearbeing

partofyourfamilywethu"

Sheputherforkdown,smearedwithpurplelipstick

andcreamo.O

Her:"whenIfirstsawyouIdidn'tknowwhyyou

lookedsofamiliar.ItisonlyafterIwenttoseehim

thatIgottheanswer"

Me:"seehim?Who"

Her:"mybrother,Bonginkosi"

Me:"ohandI'msureyou'regonnatellmewhat

answerthatwas"

Her:"youlookexactlylikeyourmother.Isawher

once,thenwhenIwenttovisitmybrotherhegave

meherpictureaskingwhethershe'sstillaliveandin

herIsawyou"

Me:"ohwell.Peoplelookalike.TaketheIndiansand



Chinesepeople"

Shewipedatear...

Oh-kaythisisseriousnow...

Irecollectedmyself.Ihavetobeonmyrightminds

ngoku,soberasajudge.

Me:"I'msorry...But,thisdoesn'tmakesense.Idon't

meantoupsetyou"

Her:"itsokay,Iuhm...I'mjustpainedthathesaidyou

willbeexactlylikethis"

Me:"doesheknowme"?

Her:"no,buthesaidifyoureallytakeafterhim...you'll

bestubborn"

Oh-kayo.O

Me:"oh"



Shebreathed.

Her:"I'msorryittookmesolongtotellyouthisbutI

alsodidn'twannaruinyourlifekwaSmith"

Me:"nahdon'tapologize.I'mcool"

Icheckedthetime...Okaywecouldstilltalk.

Me:"sowhat'shelike"?

Her:"heregretsneverbeingthereforyou"

Me:"I'dliketohearhimsaythat"

Her:"that'sifyou'rereallysureaboutthat,ifyou're

strongenough"

Me:"why"?

Her:"he'sinprison"

Oh!



Jawdrop!

Bummer!

Me:"whatdidhedo"?

Her:"Ican'tanswerthat,butifyoudecidetogosee

himI'lltakeyou"

Me:"yho.Musthavebeensomethinghugexa

ingathethwayo"

Shetookasipakandiphendula

Me:"well,Ihavetogettothecustoms.Thankyoufor

yourinformationIguess"

Her:"sowhenwillyoubeavailable"?

Me:"tobehonest,Idon'tknow.Ihavealotto

process"

Her:"okayI'llgiveyoutime,solongI'lltellhimyou

know.Sothatnayehecanprepareyouranswerske



incaseyoudecidetovisithim"

Me:"cool,Ireallyhavetogonow"

ShewavedasIwenttothecustoms.

Iboardedtheplain,whenIreachedJo'burgIcalled

mydriversbazondithatha.

WhenIreachedhomeIwentstraighttobed.Woke

upinthemiddleofthenightwithmissedcallsfrom

everyone:v

IhadtodecidewhotocallfirstandseeingthatI'min

likeshouseIcalledhimfirst...Hedidn't

pickup,obviouslyitsaninappropriatetiming>_<soI

leftamessagetellingIarrivedsafely.ThenIcalled

Marcus,oneringandhepickedup

Him:"whereareyou?I'vebeencallingyousincethe

afternoon"

Me:"oh,I'msorryifIgotyouworried"



Him:"waarisjynou"

Me:"ekisinJozi"

Him:"enjyhetnievirmysênie"?

Me:"Ididn'twannaprovokeLiz,Ithoughtyoumight

bewithherwhenIwasleaving"

Him:"butstill"

Me:"I'msorry"

Hewasquietforawhile...

Iknewthiscouldbedifficultonhim.

Him:"itsokay,nowhowwillIknowwhatisshortin

diehuis"?

Me:"noeverythingissettled.Lukegavememoney"

Him:"heknowsyouleft?Andhedidn'tbothertotell

me"?

Uh-oho.O



Me:"hetransferedthemoneythough"

Him:"okay,I'llcallyoubeforeyougotoclass.Just

getsomerest"

Me:"youtoo"

Wahleka.

Andhungup.

ThenIhadtocallNtando...ThoughIhesitatedabit

Him:"MrsBeast,awlelangawenzani"

Me:"justwokeupandsawyourcalls"

Him:"IjustwantedtoknowuyaninieJozi"

Me:"oh"

Him:"don'tworry,Iknowsewufikile"



Ismiled..

Him:"uncumeleni"

Me:"Idon'tknowyaz,youknowIwasmeaningtoask

yousomething"

Him:"oh-kay,buza"

Me:"doIstillneedthedrivers?Imean...Isn'tlawei

overngoku"

Him:"babeyou'rebeatingaroundthebush,justsay

lentoufunauy'thetha"

Me:"okaybraIwannadrivemycarkalok"

Him:"thendriveit"

Me:"seriously?Wow.Enkosi"

Him:"butthey'llkeepaneyeonyou,justtobesafe"

Me:"oookay"

Him:"lalake"

Me:"yeahwhatever"



IhungupandcalledEve,shehungupjustonone

ring:vshe'salwaysbeenasucker!Neverwannabe

wokenupfromapeacefulsleepsondamyeka

ndazamaulala.
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Afewmonthsdowntheline....

.

.

WellImaintainedmydecisionregardingmy

relationshipsofar:vthoughhedidn'tmakeitany

easy.WheneverhecametoJo'burghe'dcallandask

tomeetup,LolImetupwithhimonceIthink,coz

mosttimeseitherIwasoutoftowncoveringa

lawyerasmyassignment.Itwasjusttwomonths

beforetheendoftheyearandIwasreallysureof

myresultscozIwasworkinghard.Ineverreally

calledFaithagaincozIwasn'tsureIwantedtogo

nearanyprisonjustyet...MaybendizoyawhenI've



clearedmydiaryandazshame.

OkaysothisotherdayIcameoutofthelibrarythenI

drovemyselftoVince'sworkcozIreallymissed

somebraaiedpork,soIparkandwalkout.I'mnot

evendressedglamorously...Justnavyshorts,white

vestandthosenavyandwhiteAdidasguyssandals

andI'mevendraggingmyselfhloboelindidinwe

ngalo.

Aguyshowsmeatablethenhetakesmyorder,Isit

therejustthinkingblanklywhenmyphonerings

Me:"hello"

Her:"hello,thisisCathyfromCorrectionalservicesin

theEasternCape.Howareyou"

Me:"I'mgoodthanks.HowcanIhelpyou"

Her:"doyouknowofapersonbythenameSihle

Ntabeni"



Me:"Sihle?Yes,whatabouthim"

Her:"okay,plsholdforhim"

Okay...nowthisisweird.

WhywouldSihleuseNtando'ssurname?Okaynever

mindthat,whywouldhegivecorrectionalservices

mynumberinsteadofekabhut'wakhe?

Him:"Tee"

Me:"Sihle,uphi"?

Him:"ndibanjiwemfethu.Ineedyourhelp"

Me:"ubanjiwe?Wenzeni?HehSihleuphinah"

Him:"itsalongstorybutIneedalawyerjustto

appealforbail"

Me:"thenwhynotcallyourbrother,Idon'thavea

lawyerfondin"

Him:"callingubhutiwouldbemydeathwish.Pls

man,nobalelefamilyyakhomoneyisnotaproblem"



Isighed...

IfIaskMarcforhelpobviouslyNtandowillknow,and

I'mnotevenqualifiedtorepresentsomeoneasyet.

Me:"Sihle"

Him:"Tee"

Me:"whathaveyoudone"

Him:"weuhm,weweredrunk-drivingsowekinda

hadanaccident.Butnoonedied"

Me:"who'swe"?

Him:"meandmyfriends"

Me:"uphiuKuhle"?

Him:"he'sinCTkuSoso"

Me:"okay.I'llseewhatIcando"

Him:"thanks.I'llcallyouagain"

Me:"sure"



Myfoodwasalreadyhere...Itookapieceand

thoughtwhilechewingonthecrunchyporkskin:p

IcalledKuhlecozIknowhewon'ttellNtandonaye

uyamoyika

Him:"mfazwasekhaya"

Me:"inyourdreams,unjani"

Him:"I'mfabunjaniwena"

Me:"I'mgreat...wellnotsogreat.Ineedafavour"

Him:"anythingforyou"

Me:"mh,Sihleubanjiwefordrunkdriving"

Him:"what?Where"?

Me:"I'mnotevensure,butIthinkthey'reinthe

Easterncape"

Him:"they"

Me:"himandfriends,lookheneedsalawyerbuthe



doesn'twanttoaskyourbigbrotherandmnaandina

gqwetha"

Him:"whydoesn'thecallhislawyers?Thebusiness

lawyersandthennegotiateapricewiththem"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"haybra,ingathicebokuxelelaubra.Uzokuva

wenaunlikeus"

Me:"Ihaven'tspokentohiminalongtimethough"

Him:"haha!Iheardoflebreakupyenu,mxmnimuncu

kodwaguys"

Ihadtolaugh:v:v

Me:"sund'qhelaKuhle"

Him:"I'msorrybutyho,ninexeshayazguys"

Me:"mxmftsekvha"

Heburstoutlaughing...Ihungupandcontinued



eating.

WellIkindacalledNtandocozattheendofthe

day,thisishisbrotherwe'retalkingabout.

Hisphonerangtwotimesandthenheansweredin

thelaziestoftonesI'veeverheardfromhim

Him:"mmh"

Me:"taBeast"

Him:"MissSmith,what'sup"

Me:"whyareyousleepingemini"

Him:"I'mtired,don'tyouwannavolunteerasmy

masseuse"

Me:"hayhay"

Him:"plsfondin,uyak'celaumjita"

Me:"ononecondition"

Him:"huh?Lefriendshiphasconditionsnahfondin"?

Me:"haike"



Him:"okay.whatisit"

Me:"IneedtogettotheEasternCapeandIneeda

lawyer"

Him:"youneedalawyer?Forwhatkengok"

Me:"itsconfidential"

Wakhewathula...

Ibitmynails,nothingeverstaysconfidentialkulona

though

Him:"okayI'llforwardyouhiscontactdetails

umfounelangokwakho,tellhimIsentyou"

Me:"thanksalot"

Him:"sho...souzozaninikeuzond'massager"

Me:"hahaha!Khawmekancincitana"

Him:"uyazyouoweme"

Me:"byebye"

Him:"sharp"



Ihungupndagqibezelaukutya.Hesentmehis

lawyersdetails,IemailedhimbeforeIpayedthebill

anddrovemyselfhome.ImmediatelywhenIflopped

onthecouchtheguyrespondedshamesoI

scheduledtoseehimonThursdayinPEbutIgave

himSihle'sdetailsthatIknowofsothatakhabe

emkhangelabaukweyiphiprison.
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ThursdayIflewtoPortElizabethtomeetMrvan

Dykethelawyer,hecalledtosayhehasfoundSihle

andcouldhelptogethimout.

Ilandedandhesentforacartofetchmeatthe

airport...eitherhesentit,orNtandodid.Idon'tknow

butallIcaredaboutwasgettingSihleoutofthat

place,soIreachedhisofficesandfinallymetupwith

him,therewasnothingmuchtotalkaboutbuthe

tookmethroughtheroutinethenwedrovetothe

prisonandappliedforbail...SihlewaschargedR25

000sothelawyernegotiatedandonlylandedon15



wellthatwasbetterkum.WaaaybettersoIsigned

forhimandwepaidupkwathwauzokutshwathe

followingdaysothatmeantI'msleepinginPEcozI

hadtoseethatuphumilenyhani,Idon'tknowabout

hisfriendskemtchanam.

LolsoandazimntueBhayineh?Anditwasalready

latecozokobesizulalacourtiminileyonke.IfIwas

giventhekeystoMYholidayhouseleyaiyigift

maybengendiyolalakuyobutthenagainandiyaz

nobaindawnisoIbookedintoahotel,onceIwas

insidemyroomIcalledLuu:/hehadtohelpmeout,

Ididn'thavemuchmoney.MaliyamthatIwas

savingyilendikhuphengayouSihlecozIknew

uzondibhatalaophumakwakhe

...

Him:"Lilsis"

Me:"hey,I'mkindainatightcornerandIwashoping

youcouldhelpmeout"



Him:"okay,what'sup"

Me:"Ineedacoupleofthousands.ASAP.I'llrepay

youoverthenextfewdays"

Him:"oh...whereareyouexactly"?

Me:"I'minPE"

Him:"onaschooltriporwhat"?

:)nowthathementionedschool,Istucktotheword!

Me:"yeahuhm,Icametodoanassignment,

experimentphof,butIkindafinishedlatesoIbooked

myselfintoahotel"

Him:"hotel?Whichhotel"

Me:"itsoneoftheTsogoSunbranches"

Him:"okay,I'lldothetransfernownow"

Me:"thanksalotbro"

Him:"nosweat.Youdon'thavetopayit,I'myour

brotheritsmydutytohelpyou,okay"?



Me:"thanksLuu"

Him:"okaybye"

Me:"cheers"

Phew!

ThankYouLord!

Iundressedandgotintotheshower,cameoutand

lotionedthenIjustdrapedagownandlayonmy

stomachlookingatthehotelmenu,Iorderedmy

supperwithabottleofredwine:Dtyhini!Ndagqibela

niniuzivisakamnandi?Roomservicecamethrough

ndatyainapeacefulstateknowingndenzeinto

erightbutixhalalamobviouslyishowreliableisthis

lawyer?CozIhadlafearyobauzomxelelauNtando

thenI'lllooklikethebadguyinthiswholepicture...

NdisacinganjaloKuhlecalledme...



Me:"Kay"

Him:"sisi,howdiditgo"?

Me:"hegot15kbailbutuzokhutshwangomso"

Him:"15kyonke?Yhobayamtyabulathough"

Me:"tellmeAboutit,phofbebesithi25"

Wakhuza:v:v

Him:"soyou'rebackinJoziright"?

Me:"ha.andselaphakalok"

Him:"uzolalaphikengokTee?Doyouknowanybody

there"

Me:"no,I'matthehoteldon'tworry"

Him:"yhomfethu.Ubraumxelele"?

Me:"notreally,butIusedhislawyer,andazkenoba

alizomxelelanah"

Him:"vanDyke"?

Me:"yeah,youknowhim"

Him:"yeah...oohmxmumunculowoangamxelela"



Me:"wellndizomlindaandibuzeke"

Him:"inkululentouyenzileyomfethu,enkosikakhulu

bra"

Me:"ohwell"

Him:"I'mbeingreal.Thanksalot"

Me:"Iknowhe'dhavedonethesamethingifhewas

inmyshoesKuhle,akhoneedyondibulelakangaka"

Him:"awsekhomodestnje"

Ndahleka.

Him:"lemmeleaveyoutorestthen"

Me:"uphiuSoso"?

Him:"usabasaabraaifirephandle"

Me:"tellhimndamkhumbula"

Him:"willdo"

Me:"sharp"



Wehungup...

Ndatyainpieceandslept.

InthemorningIwaswokenupyicallkaSihle

Me:"youhaveyourphonemeaningyou'reout"

Him:"thanksalotman"

Me:"uphi"

Him:"ndiselaphaI'msigningafewthings"

Me:"okayI'monmyway,ungahambindingekafiki"

Him:"okay"

Ihungupandgotoutofbed.

Ndalungisa,checkedmessages,ndabonanemali

fromLuu:Dheneverdisappointsthough.WhenI

wasdoneIleftatipforthehousekeeperandwentto

payoffatthefrontdeskthentheycalledacabfor



meyandisaecourtndafikaehleliphandle,wehugged

andgotinthecab,Iaskedthedrivertotakeusto

Greenacreswasisa,paidhimsohlikaandfounda

spottoorderbreakfastsahlalasancokolakengok

Me:"so,Iwantthewholestory"

Him:"yhokhayekesisiman"

Me:"youknowIhadtodropeverything,foryour

recklessbehavior"?

Him:"I'mgrateful.Especiallysinceyoudidn'teven

tellubhuti"

Ndamjonga...thisisweird,he'sthesilent/quietone

yethehasacriminalrecord?Maarhowdothese

peoplethinknah?

Him:"I'msorryforputtingyouinadifficult

position,andI'vespokentomybusinesslawyer.He'll

transferthemoneybytheendoftoday"



Me:"mmkay"

Him:"yhoundincedilemfethu.Kubadklandawo"

Me:"ohplease,ubukwiholdingcells,notthehardcore

jails"

Him:"kuyafana"

Me:"nowyouhaveacriminalrecord.Abusinessman

withacriminalrecord."

Him:"ey...Uzenzileakakhalelwa.Ijusthavetogetmy

mindrightyouknow"

Whenweweredoneeating,Iaskedhimto

accompanymetotheairportcozIreallyhadtofly

backtoJozi,varsitywaswaitingforme.Hedid

shameokoebulela,wehuggedIleft.JustasI

landed,hislawyertransferedthemoney:DIdid

internetbankingandsaveditbacktowhereitwas.I

calledNtandoonmywayhome...hisphoneswereall

busysoIlefthimaloneandheadedhomendafika

ndikhendahlalanjeeonthecouch.



Yhuitsbeenalongweek.

Afteracoupleofminutes,Ntandocalledmeback

Me:"tatakaSino"

Him:"MrsNtabeni,unjani"

Me:"I'mtired.Unjaniwena"?

Him:"I'mfresh,Ijustcameoutofaspa"

Me:"awngcole"

Him:"kalokuyanditalelasongconondiyobhatala

umntukodwaukhona"

Me:"mxmNtandovha"

Helaughed

Him:"souphi"?

Me:"backinJo'burg"

Him:"soquick?IthoughtuseseEasternCape"



Me:"nah,ndiy'gqibilelentobendiyoyenzapha.Uphi

wena"

Him:"ndilaphaeGautengnam"

Me:"ohokay,ufikenini"

Him:"yesterdayevening"

Me:"mmh,business"?

Him:"pleasure...ndizokhangelaumfaziwesibini"

Me:"umfaziwesibini?Whyonearthwouldyouwant

twowives?Who'sthefirstoneanywaysinceIdidn't

receiveinvitation"

Him:"nguwekalokuseniorwife,soxausamandelwe

kubayifemalebachelormakhabendizinceda"

OkayIdidn'texpectthat:v:vIcouldn'tholdmy

laughter...

Me:"oohnah?Butntwanahowdoyoutakeasecond

wifewithoutmyblessing?MaraujwangaTaBeast

mfethu"



Him:"wrongword,I'mnottaking,I'mlookingfor.Don't

worryI'llbringhertoyouforyourapprovalfirst,then

yourblessing"

Me:"neh?"

Him:"andthenyouhavetofillherin,ngobubomi

bethuke...uzoyivakamnandixaivelafromanother

female"

Me:"noakhoproblem,kamnandiyouknowwhereto

findmemos"

Him:"exactly"

Me:"alrightthen,enjoyyourstay.Lemmerest"

Him:"ungalali,I'llcomebyaphaexesheni"

Me:"withwhat"?

Him:"haibofondin"

Me:"uzozanantoniebalulekileyokumfondin"

Him:"ohI'llbringyoumylips,mybroadchest...its

evenbroadernowthatndibuyeleegym'ini.Obviously

noJojoakashiyeki"



CanIjustbehonest?

Iwasdrooling...imagininghimwalkingaround

toplessandbarefoot:pohcrap!

Me:"soyoureckonthat'simportanttomeright"?

Him:"precisely,unlessyouhaveanotherversionof

important"

Me:"IthinkIdo"

Him:"okay,let'shearit"

Me:"rightnowI'dlikeanicecreamtub,Mariebiscuits

andahotmassage.That'sall"

Him:"thenyou'retalkingtothewrongguymtchanam

"

Me:"butIthoughtyou'reMrRight"

Him:"notfortoday...today,I'mjustanormaloke"

Hahaha!Oh-kay.
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Irestedfortherestoftheday,intheafternoonI

decidedtocook:)ifhe'sreallycomingthenIbetter

treathimtoaniceandwarmhomecookedmeal.I'm

prettysureheeatsenoughjunkfoodtolasthima

lifetime.

Icookedrice,beefstewandtwosaladsthenImade

myselfafruitsmoothieandlazedonthecouch.Past

fiveIheardahooteroutsidendakroba:DIopened

thegate,hedroveinandparked.

NextthingIheardaknock

Me:"itsopen"

Lolzakhendimpholiseloh:vandizomphaphelatu...

HewalkedinandstoodattheloungeentranceSoI

lookedupandsmiled,



Me:"hey"

Him:"nyhanzelwayintonbamaw'acte"?

Ilaughedandstoodup,wehugged.Sotight...Itfelt

right.Thenhesatdown,onthesamecouchIwas

sittingon

Him:"yerr,kuthenumhlekangakanahfondin"

Iblushed:v

Me:"howareyouMrntabeni"?

Him:"ungand'qhelikemnake"

:vbutthenndirongondawni?

Me:"okaykentwanasorry,butontherealunjani"

Him:"andiyontwanayakho.Ndisharp"



Me:"eshe,yintonwahuptightapha"

Him:"tchinzothiniungabiuptightbeinginthesame

roomasyou"

Me:"haiboNtando"

Okoendijongeebusweni:)whoamInottoblush?

Me:"uhm,awlambanga"?

Him:"ifyoucookedthenI'mhungry"

Me:"mmh,ndiyabuyake"

Ilefthimandwenttodishupforthebothofus,then

Iservedhimfirstndamazngothandaimbeko

ndambekelakwitrayalongwithjuicethenndamnika

ndabuyandayothathaokwam ukutya...thiswasmy

chancetotellhimaboutSihle.Xaseleehluthi

though,atleastIwashopingitwon'tbackfire.



Sowemadesmallconversation,myelderbrother

called

Me:"Marc'O'Polo"

Wahleka:vevenNtandolaughedandshookhishead

Him:"hoegaanditmetjou"

Me:"lekkermyskat.Hoegaanditmetjoufamilie"

Him:"we'refine,Ijustmissedy'all.WhereisEvelyn"

Me:"she'sinclass,youshouldvisit"

Him:"y'allarenotcomingthissideduringholiday"?

Me:"erh...I'dratherstayhere.Ormaybegohomefor

aweekortwo"

Him:"ohcummonTee,youknowEvewon'tcome

hereunlessyoucometoo"

Me:''Idon'tthinkthatwouldbeagoodidea,Idon't

thinkLizandIcanbeinthesameroom...sane"

Him:"butwe'refamily"

Me:"Iknowthat"



Him:"canyouatleastmakeaneffort?Try,thenshe'll

seefromyouthatyouguyscanbecoolagain"

Me:"butMarchowcanImakeaneffortwhenshe's

aftermy-mxm,nevermind"

Him:"she'safteryourwhat"?

Me:"doesn'tmatter,forgetIsaidanything"

Him:"Trinalique"

Me:"MarcIhaveavisitor,canwetalksomeother

time"?

Him:"...Okay,loveyou"

Me:"loveyoutoo"

Thenhehungup...

Icontinuedeating...nowIwasdistracted.

WhenIliftedmyeyesNtandowasjustlookingat

me,noteating

Me:"that'screepy"



Him:"what'sgoingonbetweenyouandLiz"

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwannatalkaboutElizabeth"

Him:"sothereissomething"

Ididn'tanswerthat

Him:"Nalique,cummonyoucantrustme"

Me:"canI?Really?ImeanIdohavesomething

importantIwannatellyouanditsgotnothingtodo

withLiz"

Him:"okay,tellme"

Itookadeepbreath...Madeasilentprayer

ThenIlookedathim,LolIpanickedkancincicoz

ndayazwe'vebeenthroughthissecrecythingbut

differencenowisthatwe'rejustfriends:)neh?

Friends.

Me:"Ineedyoutopromisemekuqala"



Him:"IpromiseIwon'tfreakoutonyouevenif

yimpambanoleuzoyithetha"

Me:"ndakcelatana,IonlydiditcozIknewitstheright

thing.Andheapproachedmeinsteadofyoucoz

uyakoyika"

Him:"babyyou'reblabberingnow,andivaniks"

Me:"Iuhm...Ikindahelpedoneofyourbrothers"

Him:"withwhat"?

Me:"nowthat'swheretheproblembegins"

Him:"okay,whichbrother"

Me:"uSihle,andpleasedon'tbeangry.Hemadea

mistakeandfacedtheconsequences.Nowhe

knowshewaswrong,he'llrectifyhiserrors"

Hetookasipandleanedback...hisplatewas

finished.Uhluthi:DbutI'mstilltrynaexplain

kwenzekentonianditsnotaseasy...butIknew

kuzobanzimawethu.



Him:"so,uSihlewenzenikanye-kanye"

Me:"hewasarrested"

Him:"SihleorKuhle"?

Me:"Sihle"

Him:"nowthat'stwisted.Whatdidhedo"?

Me:"hewasinvolvedinacaraccident...Drunk

driving"

Him:"intoni?Sihledrunkdriving?Butthatdoesn't

makesense"

Me:"Iknow...souhm,that'swhyIneededalawyer.

Andthat'swhyIwenttoPE"

Him:"ooh,butwhycallyoundikhona"?

Me:"webothknowwhy"

Wahleka...

Wait,he'snotangry?

NowI'mreallyconfused.



Me:"so,you'renotflipping"?

Him:"whyshouldI?Youdidagreatjob.Thankyou"

Me:"oh...thanks...Iguess"

Him:"ndikuphoxileneh"

Me:"laweimtchana!Like,ndimathilerightnow"

Hejustrelaxed.

Itooktheplatestothekitchenndabuyaandsat

oppositehim

Him:"khazohlalaapha"

Me:"hayfondin,ndikubukakak'hleapha"

Him:"Naliquemahn"

Igotupandwalkedovertohim,hepulledmesoIsat

onhislap,onearmbehindhisneckLolIwasall

smiles



Me:"thisissabotage"

Him:"justlikeyousabotagedmeintothisbreakup"

Me:"Iwhat?Butbra..."

Him:"youtalktoomuch"

Me:"ooohhmmm"

Wekissed.

Ithasbeenaloooongbreak.

Me:"goshI'vemissedyousomuch"

Him:"sssh"

Wecontinued.Iturnedandsquattedonhimandthat

feltevenbetter.

Aftersometimewebrokethekiss

Him:"packaweekendbag"



Me:"amIgoinganywhere"?

Him:"you'recomingwithme,forasleepover"

Me:"you'retellingme"

HelookedatmequizzicallyIjustlaughedandgot

offhimndahlalaonthecouch

Me:"where'smyicecream"?

Him:"isendlini,that'swhereI'llbegivingyouyour

massage"

Me:"tempting"

Him:"thenuhleleleni"

Ididn'twannalookcheap,forone.

Butontheotherhand,ndiyafunamosnamuhamba:v

who'sgonnajudgeme?Ohwait,Idon'treallycare.

Iwalkedupstairs,packedaweekendbagandwe



lockedLuke'shouseanddrovetohisapartment.
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Wearrivedinhishouse,Iwentstraighttothekitchen

andlookedformyicecream.Hecamewandihleka

ashepassedtoputmybaginthebedroom,Isawa

Magnumtubinthefreezerndaythathaandwentto

sitinthelounge

Hecamebackbuthewastalkingonthephone...He

wentoutthebackdoor

Icheckedmyemails.

Andthenwhileatit...IrealizedthatIhadtosubmit

anassignmentthefollowingdayandIhadtotally

forgottenaboutit.

:/zobangathikuNtandoI'mflossing:vorndifuna

ucengwawhichisnottrue.Ilethimtalkkulaphone

whileIcontinuedeatinghisicecream.



Hecamebackandsatnexttome,tookmyspoon

andateupwhilehefinishedthecall.

Him:"IhavetoreturntoCTtonight,somebusiness

goingdown"

Me:"cool"

Him:"cool?Justlikethat"

Me:"erh...yeah"

:vtheLordknowshowtoanswerourprayers!

Him:"whydoIgetthefeelingthatyou'rethrilled"

Me:"butI'mnotsupposedtocry...right"?

Him:"Zandixakwe"

Me:"thingis,IjustrememberedthatIhavea

submissionngomso"

Him:"youtrippin'"



Ishowedhimtheemail:)kalokhesaidhe'llnever

standbetweenmeandmyeducationsorightnowhe

hadnogrounds.

Him:"sowhatnow"

Me:"wellIcanspendafewhourswithyoubefore

yourflight,Idon'tmind"

Him:"myflightismidnight"

Me:"yho.Who'sgonnadrivemehomeinthe

morning"?

Him:"I'llinformtheguyskalokbabe.Anywaythey'll

bedrivingmetotheairportsoforsurebazokusa

ksasa"

Me:"ooh"

Iputmyfeetonhislap,heremovedmyshoesand

massagedthefeet



Me:"youdoknowthatyouowemeafullbody

massageneh"

Him:"let'sgoupstairs,I'lldowhatI'mbestknownfor"

Me:"themassage.Ihope"

Him:"Iwonderucing'bandithethangantoni"

:v

Hahaha!

Owkay,myminddidreallyraceofftrack,Iconfess.

Ifollowedhimupstairsandfoundtheroomturned

intosomeromanticspâ _̂

Me:"ohwow..."

Him:"madam,mayI"?

Ohwow...nyhani!

Iundressed,thenworeagownandlayonmy

stomachndamemalaashisstronghandstoned



downeverytiedknotandtensionfrommyshoulders

down

JongaIwasenjoyingthis.

Lawei.

Evecalled:vherecomestrouble...

Me:"Evelyn"

Her:"littlesister,hoezit"

Me:"mmh,youdon'twannaknow.How'syou"

Her:"Iwannaknowexactlywhat'sgoingonwithyou

beginomtepraatmeisiekind"

Me:"I'mhappy.Thereyouhaveit,nowplease...canI

callyoutomorrow"?

Her:"hellno!IcalledyoutchiniTrinayouhaveno

shame"



Ilaughedatherdramaticexplode.

Me:"uhm,I'mkindabusyrightnow"

Her:"unlessyou'vegotanewmanthenI'mnotletting

yougo"

Me:"Eeeeve"

Her:"whaaaat?Iwannaknow"

Me:"there'snonewmanokay.Relax.I'mstillsingle"

Ntandoclearedhisthroat:v

Her:"what'sthat"

Me:"what"?

Her:"someonejustcoughedorsomething"

Me:"ohI'matthespa,youmustbehearingmy

masseuse"



Thisniqqapinchedmeunderfoot:v

Her:"oohokay,whenlastdidyouspeaktoyourbest

friend"

me:"IthinkIhavetwo,notcountingAmanda"

her:"ohpuhleez"

Me:"heeewhichonekalok"

Her:"TaBeast"

Me:"ohnotsolongago,hecametoseeme"

Her:"he'sinJo'burg"

Me:"yes"

Her:"andyouguyshaven'tthoughtofreunion"?

Ifelthisweightonthebed,onesoftkissonmy

shoulder.

Me:"erh...no,we'rebothbusyatthemoment"



Her:"you'llalwaysbebusy,butlovedoesn'talways

wait"

me:"Eve..."

Her:"Isee,lookIgottago"

Me:"mmhthanksforthecall"

Her:"anytime"

BythetimeshehungupNtandowasalreadyturning

mearound.

Andthenwestartedkissing

Him:"soyou'resingleyousay"

Iwhisperedmyanswer...

Me:"let'snotgothere"

Wecontinuedkissing.



Irippedhisclothesoff,oneaftertheother...wellI'm

singlenowaren'tI?LikeI'vebeenondesertforwhat?

Almostthewholeyear?:vIknowanopportunity

whenIseeone.

AsmuchasIwasinahurry,hedecidedtotakehis

time.Fromkissingtonibbling,tobitingtoactually

suckling.Veryslowly,makingsurewebothenjoy

eachandeveryminutes,Icansay,himrenewinghis

gymcontracthaddonesomegoodlotforhis

physiquealot.Iwasunderalotofheatandhewas

undersomechill.

Atsomepointwefinallyrockedtheboat,exchanging

theCaptainseattoapointthatlateronIgotonthe

surfboardandswervedthroughouttheride.I

reachedcountlessorgasms...Webothdid.

Andthenwefloppeddownontopofeachother...



Him:"you'restillsingle,right"?

Me:"mmh,somethinglikethat"

Him:"thenwe'refriendswithbenefits"

Me:"thiswasaonce-offthing.Don'tcountonit"

Him:"khawlaleuzodeubhude"

Lolbesekukade!
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Hewasontopandhewasheavy:/

Me:"babe"

Him:"mh"

Me:"canweshiftplaces"

Hedidn'tanswer,hejustshiftedyandim

ongaphezulu,Ipulledacoverovermybodyandput



onelegbetweenhislegsandclosedmyeyes:v

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"lalababe"

Me:"promiseyou'llwakemeupwhenyouleave"

Him:"promise"

Iclosedmyeyesndalala.

WellIdon'tknowwhat'sthis...friendshipor

relationship?I'drathernotlabelitfornow.Aslong

aswe'rebothhappy.

.

.

.

Him:"baby"?



Ifelthimshakingme,wakingmeup.

YhuIpretendedasifandimva,hisblanketswereso

warmthough:'(:'(Ididn'twannawakeup...OrI

didn'twannaseehimleave.Eitherway...

Hekissedmyearlobenibblingonit

Me:"mmh"

Him:"wakeup"

Me:"hm"

Him:"babykalokvuka"

Isatupandstretched.Ndamjongaandlooked

around,dammithewasreallygoing,hisbagswere

ready.Iworehisvestandwenttothebathroom

ndabuyandemabythedoor,withmyarmsfolded

ndamjonga

Him:"youuhm,lookupset"



Me:"uhambanyhani"?

Wathulaandlookeddownthenhegotupandwalked

tome,holdingmyarmsandpullingmeveryclose

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"I'mjust...I'mjustasking,that'sall"

Him:"we'rejustfriendsremember"

Me:"Iknowthat...Itsjust...Mxm,nevermind.

Hamba"

Him:"sundigxothafondin.ButIdon'tunderstandyour

reaction"

Me:"didyoucheckeverythingyou'llneed"?

Wathula

Me:"ndicingelawenakeungashiyintongemva"

Hepulledmetobedandsatusdown,Iwasnow

ashamedofmyreaction.WhyamIactinglikea



teenagerthough?Kuthenmaarndiactormuncunje?

IsighedandgatheredanydignityIhadleft

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"Kwenzekanikuwe?ShouldIcancel

ndingahambiandmaybetalksomethingsinthe

morning"?

Me:"uhm,noakhontoyenzekayo"

Him:"Sibongile...okayyouknowwhat,I'mnotgoing"

Me:"no,no,no!Youcango,don'tmindme"

Him:"usure"?

Me:"yeahndisure"

Him:"100%sure"?

OkayIkindachuckledhere



Him:"kalokyou'regivingmemixedsignalshere,just

beclearwithmethenI'llknowwhattodo"

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:"Iuhm,Iloveyouokay.Iloveyou,andnoIdon't

wantyoutogo,Idon'twanttobefarawayfromyou

notevenafootdistanceawayfromyouandthishas

nothingtodowithlastnight...buteverythingtodo

withus.ButIdounderstandthatyourtyp'abusiness

hasrequirements,regulationsandIwon'tstandon

yourwaysouhm...Goahead.I'mabiggirl,onenight

won'tmakeadiffence"

Hewasquietforsometime...Thatsilencemademe

nervouskemtchana.

Me:"youknowwhat,forgetIsaidanything"

Him:"thanksforyourhonesty"

Me:"nowIcansleepneh"?



Him:"no...atleastletmesaymypart"

Me:"you'llkeepMowaiting"

Him:"hecanwait"

Me:"akhoneed,masambendikukhaphetheguyswill

bringmeback"

Him:"Naliquewait"

Ididn'twanthimtodivertfromhisprimaryfocus,all

becauseofme.SoIworemypantsandhelpedhim

withhisbagsdownstairswalandelaemvakwam

ethule.

HisguyspackedthebagsinthecarthenIwentback

tohiminsidehewasjuststandingthere...Withhis

handsinhispockets.

Me:"you'regoing...right"?

Him:"canwemakeadeal"



Me:"aslongasIwon'thavetokillanyone"

Him:"ifIgonow,ndizobuyangomsolateandwe'll

talkthisthrough"

Me:"talkwhatthrough"

Hegavemethatlook..

Me:"okay,sure"

Him:"okay,comehere"

Wehugged,hekissedmyforeheadthenwewentto

theairport...Naphayawehuggedandevenkissed

thenwedeparted.Iwentbacktohishousendalala.

Inthemorninghewokeupmeupngecall...Itwas

tooearlyformyclassthoughbutIpickeditup

anywaycozitsthethoughtthatcounts



Me:"mmh"

Him:"you'restillsleeping?Aren'tyousupposedtobe

goingtoclass"

Ndathula.

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"wakeup"

Me:"I'mawake"

Him:"ulelekak'hle"?

Me:"yeah,howdidtheshowdowngo"?

Him:"everythingwentwell,awzobalatekengok"

Me:"no,I'mjustsubmittingremember"?

Him:"oohokay,rememberouragreementneh"

Me:"yeah"

Him:''Iwasthinking,maybeyoushouldn'tgohome



sincendizobuyakwanamhlanje"

Me:"okay"

Him:"ifthere'sanythingyouneed,callme"

Me:"kukhonaukutyaapha"?

Him:"ewefondin"

Me:"oohkay,khayekendiyovasa"

Him:"okaysharp"

Wehungup...Ihad'Iloveyou'hangingonthetipof

mytongue...justcouldn'tspititout.Idon'tknow

why,maybeI'velostmyconfidenceneh?

AnywayIgotoutofbed,madeitandwentto

bath...camebackandopenedthewindows

ndaqoqoshabeforeIironedoutmyclothes.Hahaha

:vokayIwasn'tfeelinggloomyatall...hellIwas

beyondcloudnineyiexcitement!Iwasonhappy

emomtchanamfromdeepdown....Ichosetowear

pinkfloweredplatforms,whiteboobtubejumpsuit

withasweetheartnecklinenepinkchunkyneckpiece

withmatchingearrings.Itookmybagandwent



downstairsndazenzelaukutyaandcalledoneofthe

driversbazondithatha

WhenIwasdoneeating,Ilockedthehouseandthe

guysdrovemehome.Itooktheassignmentandmy

carkeysandheadedtoschool...Likehello:Dnoone

isgonnaruinmymoodtoday!Isubmittedmythings

andcheckedothersubmissionsbutIwasreallyup

todatethenIheadedouttotheparkinglotwhereI

bumpedontoChloe

Her:"wehnana!Awsemhlebosslady"

Me:"thankyouChloe"

Her:"you'reveryscarcewhereareyouhidingyourself?

Wehaven'tseenyouattheShisaNyamainawhile?

Oryouandthebigguynohlukene"

Me:"erh...AsmuchasI'dliketostandhereand

chitchat,I'vegototherimportantbusinessesto

attendto.Itwasniceseeingyouhey"

Her:"but..."



Ileftheresameapho:vwhathappensbetweenme

andherbossisnoneofherbusiness.Igotinmycar

anddrovetoSpur,Ineededagreasysteakndafika

andorderedndalindaandguesswhocalledme.....

o.O

Me:"hello"

Her:"Trina,howareyou"

Me:"I'mfineyou"

Her:"I'mgood,lookIwannaapologizeforwhat

happenedthelasttimewesaweachother"

Me:"whatreallyhappenedLiz?Khandcaciselepls"

Her:"Idon'tknowhowtobeginthis..."

Me:"youknowwhatreallysurprisesme,YOU

Elizabethsurpriseme.Imeanyouhaveeverything

youneedrightunderyournoseyetyou'rebusy

pokingyournoseinmybusiness."

Her:"Iwasjusttryingtohelp,maybeIgotover



excitedindoingso"

Meordercamethrough...

Ican'tletthispersonruinmyday,normymeal

Me:"maybeneh"

Her:"andIwon'tapologizefortryingtosaveyour

relationship,itswhatsistersdo"

Me:"wellLizzymaybeIshouldthankyou,youknow.

Butthenagain,whichsistercomesontohersister's

manlikeyoudid?Likethat'ssotaboo"

Her:"Iwasn'tcomingontohim...Iwasjust...Okay

maybeIhaveaLilcrushonhimbutitsharmlesscoz

webothknownothingwilleverhappen"

Me:"haveagooddayElizabeth"

Ihungup.

Itookmymeatandbitamouthful̂_̂mmhthank



youLord!
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AftereatingIwenttoSantonCity,agirlcannevergo

wrongwithalittleretailtherapy.

Iboughtmyselfapairofsexylingerie,twopairsof

shoesanddidmyhairandnails.Whileatthesalon,

myotherbrothercalled

Me:"Luu"

Him:"heysweety,howareyou"

Me:"I'mgreat,you"?

Him:"Idon'tknowhey"

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Him:"Ineedyoutotalktosiveforme"

Me:"aboutwhat"

Him:"she'sbeenignoringmycallslately.Ieventried

goingtoherhouse,shetoldsecuritynottoletmein.



Like,I'msoconfusedrightnow"

Me:"weren'tyouguyssupposedtobegetting

marriedthisDecember"

Him:"weare.Look,justtryandfindherforme.

PleasemanIdon'tknowwhathasgottenintoher"

Me:"okayboet"

Him:"sharp"

Me:"cheers"

Ohokay:vIdidmynailsandheadedtoSive'sflat

ndamfounela

Her:"hey"

Me:"hey,I'matthesecuritygate"

Her:"oohTrina!I'minPretoriarightnow.Canyou

comebacklater"

Me:"noproblemmylove"

Her:"sharpCc"



AlrightnowIheadedhome.

DidIsayhome?

Noman,IwenttoNtando'sapartment...Don'taskme

ndizothini.IjustoutmyfeetupandcalledSoso

Him:"bheyibhi,ndaalahlwakodwa"

Me:"namndiyabonauLindoundishiyenyhaningoku"

Helaughedoutloud:v

Him:"unjanintwanayam"

Me:"I'mgreatactually,unjaniwena"

Him:"sameheresan,uzanininaeKapa"

Me:"yhuIdon'teventhinkofcomingthatside

ngoku"

Him:"woyikanton?NisohlukenenanotaBeast"

Me:"haha!Wenauvengabankengok"?



Him:"ndevangoKuhle.LikeIstilldon'tbelieveit"

Me:"mxmneitherdoI"

Him:"haikengok!Ithininalentoyenufondin"

Me:"Sosobra.Thisisallamess"

Him:"who'sideawasthisbreakupinthefirstplace"?

Me:"itwasmine"

Him:"uyagulakodwamyfriend.Doyouknowhow

manyfloozieswouldkilltohaveamanliketaBeast"

Me:"butthenSosoithelpedmefocusonmy

studies,sofar.ButnowthatndigqibilengokuIdon't

thinkIcanmaintainitanymore"

Him:"uyamqhelakodwaubhutikaKuhlemtchana"

Me:"cummonSosobra,seethisfrommypointof

view"

Him:"uyagulamyfriendfinishandklaar.Iwon'tlieto

you"

Me:"okaySoso"



Ihungup:(

Hecalledagain

Me:"mmh"

Him:"usamthanda"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"thentellhim,noamountofworkcancome

betweenloveaslongasyouguysagreeonthat"

Me:"Itoldhim"

Him:"when"

Me:"lastnight,hewashere"

Him:"whoahwait.Lastnight?Ijustsawthisguy

aphaekapanotsolongago"

Me:"uyamaznjeuNtandobra"

Him:"ohwell...Myfriend.What'simportantisthat

umxelelenowtheballisinhiscourt"

Me:"utheuzobuyanamhlanjelatesowecantalk"

Him:"that'sagoodsign..neh"



Me:"wellIthinkso...Imean,IknowImightnotagree

withalotofthingshesaysordoesbutndamthanda

nyhaniSosomfethu"

Him:"thentellhimthat...heneedstoknowitayive

straightfromyourmouth"

Me:"Iknow.Thanksmyfriend"

Him:"anytime..Nowmovingrightalong,ithiniinto

phakathikwakhonomakaLandile"?

Me:"yhoooo!Mk...Shethinksndingumtshana

wakhe"

Him:"how"

Me:"awnamalumewho'sinjail"

Him:"yahutaBongs"

Me:"apparentlyI'mhisdaughterke"

Him:"what?Like...Utabongshasbeenarrestedfor

what?20somethingyears?Andheleftadaughter

behind"?

Me:"kutshoumamakhokentwana,Ijustdon'tknow

whattomakeofallofthis"



Him:"soyouhaven'treallyacceptedit"

Me:"I'mtrying,IwannameethimnehandIwantto

askhimacoupleofquestionsbutI'mafraid"

Him:"you'reafraidofrejection"?

Me:"lawei.Ican'tstandrejectionSoso,ittipsmeoff"

Him:"butuyayazyoucanneverholditoffforever,you

havetoseehimandatleastgetyouranswerske"

Me:"IthinkndizozincamaSosondiye.Uyamazmos"

Him:"weusedtovisithiminjail"

Me:"ungumntuonjan"

Him:"Ican'tsaymuchhey,umntuxaephaya

becomesadifferentperson"

Me:"neh"

Him:"butyouhavetogoandseehim,foryourself"

Me:"yeah...Ihavetogo,Ihaveacallcomingthrough"

Him:"alright,sharpneh"

Me:"shontwana"
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Itookthenextcall...

Me:"MrNtabeni"

Him:"I'monmyway"

Me:"oh...sosoon"

Him:"yeah"

Me:"oh-kayIguess"

Thenhehungup:/whyishesoseriousthough?

IcalledupVince

Him:"Tee,awnqabe?Unjani"

Me:"I'mgood...cany'allmakeadelivery?Ndonqena

uzapho"

Him:"whatdoyouwantdeliveredtoyouma'am"

Me:"ndcelasausageyeR50neporkyeR100pls,well



done"

Him:"chilliormild"

Me:"chillibhuti"

him:"okay,ukokwenu"?

Me:"yourbrother'shouse"

Him:"alright.Justgimme25-30minutes"

Me:"enkosi"

Wehungup

Igotupandmadechakalakaandpapwhilewaiting

forthedeliverythenIwenttoconductaresearch

aboutmydadonmylaptop.Halfwaythrough,iheard

aknockandGuesswhodeliveredmyorder?Chloe!

Iopenedthedoorandtooktheordertothekitchen

ndabuyasezingeneleehlelionthecouch,Igaveher

R200

Her:"didn'tVincetellyouIdon'tcarrychangewith



me"?

Me:"youcankeepitthankyou"

Her:"ahubossyladyfondin"

Iwasn'tgonnaentertainhernamhlanjeofalldays

she'sgotmendingekhorightshame.Andinaenergy.

Tu.

SoIwenttoopenthedoorandstoodholdingitwide

openforher,shegotupandwalkedout

Her:"Idon'tthinkyoulikeme..."

Me:"amIsupposedto"?

Her:"wellnotreally,but,lookIadmireyou.Very

much"

Me:"thanksChloenowpleaseneh"

Her:"whydoyouhavetobethiscoldnah?

Awqhelangakunconywa?oruphakamileqha"?



OhLord!

Really?

Me:"myapologiesbutcanyouplsgonow,Ireally

needtogetbacktowhatIwasdoing"

Her:"areyoualwaysthisoffish?Imeandamn!Ifeel

solittlerightnow,makesmewonder...maybeLibo

wasrightaboutyouallalong"

IclosedmydoorandwentbacktothatresearchI

wasdoing.

Therewasn'tmuchthough..

SoIcalledFaith

Her:"hey,longtime''

Me:"hi...Iuhm,Ineedtoseeyou"

Her:"okay,when"?



Me:"I'mnotsure...Ineedtoknowwhencanyou

scheduleadaysiyobonaubrotherwakho"

Her:"wheneveryou'rereadysisi"

Me:"uphiyena,sothatsivelesidibanekhona"

Her:"useCradock"

Me:"okay,I'llgiveyouacallwhenI'vedecidedona

day"

Her:"alright.Thankyouhey"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup...NowmypanicwashowdoItellNtando

this?OrhowdoIhideitfromhim?Itookadeep

breathandcalledhim...Ineededtoknowhowfarhe

issoIcanreallypreparemyselfandmyspeeches

andanswerskule3Talksizoyenzatonight.

Him:"TaBeast'sphonecanIhelp"?

Me:"Ranger"?



Him:"Tee...TaBeastisbusyrightnowndingathatha

umyalezo"

Me:"uhm,no.Plsaskhimtocallmewhenhegetsa

chance"

Him:"usure?Akhontoiurgent"?

Me:"uhmno...ButcanIask...wherearey'all"?

Him:"we'reinPretoria"

Me:"yho!Uhm...okaysharp"

Him:"us-"

Ihungup...Butthenwhydidn'thesaysebelapha?:(

WhileIwasstillsulkingSivecalledwathiusendlini

yakhesoIuhm,woremyslippersanddroverover.

ThesecurityopenedformeandIparkedandwalked

uptoherflat,shewelcomedmewithahuganda

glassoffreshlysqueezedorangejuice

Her:"sowhat'sup"



Me:"goodquestion,what'sup''

Her:"Idon'tgetyou"

Me:"you'reignoringmybrother'scalls"

Hereyesduckedaway.

Me:"so"?

Her:"Idon'tthinkIcangothroughwiththiswedding"

Me:"thentellhim"

Her:"Ican't"

Nowthisisstupidity...hello?Ihavemyown

problemshangingovermythickhead.

Idialedmybrother'snumberandgavehermy

phone,onloudspeaker



Me:"tellhim"

Her:"Teeplsdon'td-"

-

Luu:"heyTee"

Ndamjonga.

Luu:"Trina"?

Sheclearedherthroat...

Her:"heybabe.Itsme"

Him:"yhoSiveI'vebeencallingyou,what'sgoingon"?

Her:"canwemeetfordinner?Ihavesomethingtotell

you"

Him:"okayI'minSowetonowbutI'llmake8that

side"

Her:"okay,myflat"

Him:"thankyou"



Silence...

Him:"IloveyouSive"

Her:"Iknowbaby,can'twaittoseeyou"

Hechuckledandtheyhungup...Ihadthreemissed

callsfromNtando:oandIhadonlybroughtthis

phonehereezinyendizishiyile

Me:"well,myjobisdonehere.Byebye"

Her:"wishmeluck"

Me:"justbehonestwithhim,you'llbefine"

Wehuggedndaphumaandgotintomycar,called

Ntandowhiledrivingoutoftheflats

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"heyuhm...Ndibonaiimissedcallszakho"



Him:"uphinahfondinushiyeneephonezakho"

Me:"oh,sowfikile"

Him:"ndisandongena.Uphi"

Me:"ndiyeza,uhlelinaban"

Him:"namajita"

Me:"okay,I'llbethereinafewminutes"

Him:"sho"

Wehungup,Idroveatmyownpace:vIwasmore

nervousabout"thetalk"ngoku.You'dswearSiyaku

doctorPhilorsomething.Idroveinandparked,took

adeepbreathandwalkedout...Umntuumhlewonke

mtchanaqhaubethangeslippers:v

Iknockedandwalkedin...Therewas

Gudda,Ranger,X..andthosetwoguysfromDurban...

Drinkingwhiskey.



Me:"erh...Molweni"

Them:"bosslady"

Really?:/Lolohwhatever:v:v

Iclosedthedooragainandwalkedtothekitchen,I

neededajuice.Mythroathadsuddenlywentdry.

NdafikaekitchenkukhouStevewalaphaeJozi

Me:"hey"

Him:"sisteri,ugrand"

Me:"I'mgoodman,ndcelaundkhupheleijuice"

Hedid...

Ipouredmyselfaglassanddownedit

Him:"youdon'tlooklikeyouwerejogging"



Ijustsmiledathim

Me:"yeahwhatever,where'syourboss"?

Him:"Ithinkhe'supstairs"

Me:"mmh,lemmegofindhim"

Iwalkedupstairsandheardtheshower...Isatonthe

bedwithmysweatypalmsbutthenIwaslike

"girl,getyourmindright,thisisYOURmanokay.

Nervousmyfoot"hahamxmItookhisphoneand

wenttostandbythewindowndathathaiselfiê _̂a

coupleofselfiesinfactIevenwenttothefullmirror

andtookmore,waphumandsafota,Isawhimbehind

mewithatowelaroundhiswaist...hismuscleshad

gottenbigger:pIdidn'treallynoticethemlast

night,thoughIfelttheweight.

Him:"mmh,ubumhle"

Me:"stillam...you'rephotobombingmyselfiesnow"



ThewayhewassocloseImustadmitIthoughthe

wasgonnakissmyneck...buthedidn't:/haha!He

justmovedtohisclosetandsearchedforclothes

wanxibaasIwentbacktositonhisbedandcrossed

mylegsjustwatchedhim

Him:"seesomethingyoulike"?

Me:"nah...justsomethingIcouldworkon"

Him:"tchin,khawuve,thecheek"

Hahaha!YhuandayihlekaNkos'yam!

Hecametositdownnexttome

Him:"sohowwasyourday,Iseeyougotnewhair

too"

heranhisfingersdownmyhairstrands



Me:"itwasgreat.Yours"?

Him:"busy,busy...AndIcoulddowithahomecooked

meal"

Me:"anityanga?Icookednje"

Him:"IsawitbutItoldthemnottotouchthatfood

mabazenzelebabalambile"

Me:"ooh,maybeStevewascookingke"

Him:"goodforthem"

Thelookonhiseyes:vIdecidedtotestthewaters

njekancinci,Imovedinforakiss...hefollowedthe

lead.Thenwhenhewasabouttotouchme,I

stoppedandsmiledathisconfusion

Me:"Imissedyou"

Him:"Iknowthat,butI'mnotsurewhetheryou

missedmeoryou'reeagerforlancoko"



Me:"ftsek"

Oops:/didIsaythat?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"no,nothingbabe...Imean,Ntando"

Hekissedmyneckandbititkancinci...Isquirmed

#hides!

Me:"don't...do...that.Wehaveguestsdownstairs"

Him:"Iwouldn'tmindbeingaguestdownthere"

Me:"you'redirty"

Hahaha!DamnittheattentionIwasreceiving.

Maaayyynnn̂ _̂ _̂̂ hiskisseswereseductive...very

seductive.Ididn'twannauncrossmylegs,whatifI

findawetspotsomewherethere?

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"



Thenhemovedbackandputonlipbalmonhis

lips,smiling.Irecollectedmyselfandlaughedathow

sillywecanbe.

Me:"so...whatnow"?

Him:"kulateandtheseguyshavetogetgoing"

Me:"I'lljusttakeashower"

Him:"I'llbebacktodryyouoff"

Me:"ha.andisortedmtchanam"

Helaughedandleftmethere,Iundressedandwent

tobath,nonono...Iwasn'tgonnashower.Iwalked

outthebathroomandtookachocolateslabfrommy

bagandreturnedtobathIsoakedmyselfinand

closedmyeyesasIallowedthechocbubblesto

melt.Atsomepointheknockedandwalkedin

Him:"Ishould'veseenthiscoming"



Me:"zimnikileiiguys"?

Him:"kudala"

Me:"justfivemoreminutes"

Heclosedthedoor,Lolndaphumaanddriedmyself.I

hadalreadytakenoutthatnewlingerie,woreone

andcoveredmyselfwithafluffygown.Ndafika

sengqenqgile,Igotinonmysideandsmiledathis

frownedface

Me:"utyile"?

Him:"I'mwaitingforyou"

Igotoutofbedandwentdownstairs,hefollowedas

Iwarmedthefoodanddishedupforbothofusthen

servedhimfirst.Satyake.

Him:"so,lemmegetthisstraight.Younolongerwant

tobesingle''



Me:"ha.a"

him:"thenwhycomebacktome?andnotgoman-

hunting..Imean,I'msuretherearealotofmenwho

wouldlineupforyou"

Ineverthoughthe'daskmethisquestion:vIwas

neverreadyntangam!

me:"well,seeingthatI'mtheonewhosuggestedthe

breakupIthoughtnowthatI'mreadytomake-up

whynot"?

Him:"whatifmnandigrandwherethingsare"

Oohflip!

Ishouldhavethoughtaboutthistoothougho.O

ButthenIwasn'tbackingdown,ifeverI'mgonnaget

thisrightthistimearoundthenI'llbeconsideratebut

I'llstandmygroundforwhatIbelievein



Me:"wellIcan'tforceyoutochangeyourmind"

Him:"true"

Lol...Okay,nowIgottacalculateeverysinglewordI

utter.Itcouldbackfire!
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LolIlookedathim...myconfidencetryingtofailme.I

satright,bysittingrightImeanIfixedmygown,nje

kwavelaithangaandIwassuremycleavageikrobile

nobaincinci...whetherIlurehimintothisor

what,that'suptome.

Me:"butyouhavetounderstandthatIwon'tback

downeither"

Him:"whatdoyoumeanyouwon'tbackdown,ayo

battlezonelena"

Me:"whatImeanis,ngokuIknowwhatIwant.I

knowIamreadyforit,youbeinggrandkulecurrent



statussikuyowon'tstopme"

Watyaumntu

Namndatyatchin.

Whenhewasfinishedhegotupandpouredhimself

aglassofwhiskey,removedhisshoesandrelaxed

Him:"ndiyakuva.Justaquestion"

Me:''proceed"

Him:"sowe'vebrokenupforalmostayear,what's

newngoku?Imean,IfIagreetobeinthis

relationshipagain...WhatshouldIlookforwardtole

ibingekhokuqala"

-_-isthisabusinessproposalorwhat?

Me:"well,firstthingwouldbeeffort.IrealizedthatI



wasn'tmakinganyeffortpreviously.Iwasjuston

thereceivingendallthetime"

Hetookasipandlookedatme,likesurveyedme...

Thatmademeuncomfortablebut,Iwasn'tbacking

down.

Me:"doyouperhapshaveanotherquestion"?

Him:"mmh.Notreally...ButI'dliketoknow,what

happenedbetweenyouandLiz"

o.Oreally?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"undenzamuncukengok"

Isighed...Whyishemakingthisdifficultnah?Or

yenaakafunisbuyelane?



Him:"ifwe'redoingthisagain,wegonnadoit

right...honestybeingthefoundationbeforelove"

Me:"Ntandoplease,Lizhasnothingtodowithour

relationship"

Him:"truebutnguweloungafuniyoubahonest.I'm

talkingabouthonestynotaboutLiz"

Me:"ndcelasiberealtana.AsmuchasIwantusto

reunite,youhavetoknowtherearethingsIcan'trun

pastyouinasmuchasIrespectyouandyour

opinion"

Him:"yaybonakelegenerationyerightsne

independency"

Me:"awfuniwenandizimele?Havemyownopinion?

Havemyownvoice?Bemyownperson"?

Him:"that'snotwhatI'msaying,butukuzei

relationshipiexcell'efunekakubekhotransparency"

Me:"myaimisnottoexcelbuttobeinareal

relationshipwitharealmanwhowantswhat'sbest

forhisrealwoman"



Him:"maybeI'llgetarealfamilyoutofthisrealness

oneday"

Me:"that'sifyouplayyourcardsright.Eachand

everystrongrelationshiphastohavegroundrules

thatcan'tbetarnishedandmoralsthatcan'tbe

brushedaside.Notallowingadisagreementbecome

afightorafightbecomeagapwhereathirdperson

enters"

Hetookanothersip...

Him:"sigrand"

Me:"thankyou,forfurtherquestionsplsdon't

hesitatetospeaktome...I'llbemorethanhappyto

assistyousir"

Him:"ndazozifakaegqwethenikanene"

:v



Me:"nowthatsigrand...canIcallyoubabe?Oryou're

stillcomfortableinbeingmyfriend"?

Him:"sund'qhelakeS'bongile"

Icollectedtheplatesandcamebacktositonhislap

withmyarmsaroundhisneck,Ikissedhisnose

bridgeandsmiled.

Me:"ndiyakuthandamfethu"

Him:"IjustrealizedhowmuchI'vemissedyou"

Me:"andI'msureyoucanseehowI'vesurvived

withoutyou"

Him:"I'mevensurprised...Ngokubendisithiyou

shouldcallxaufunaintoIactuallythoughtyouwill

call.Ndiyothukaxandfikautshintsheiinweleand

nails"

Me:"ubungekhoforsolong,IwasjustshowingyouI

canmanage"

Him:"Irespectyou"



Ikissedhim...

Andthenweheardaknocksajongana.

Iwenttoopen,hewasonsocks>_<

Me:"Libhongo"?

Her:"hi...canIcomein"?

Ifrownedandmadewaywangena,shesatdownand

greetedNtando.Helookedatmequizzically,I

shruggedandsatnexttohim.

Me:"erh...Usharp"

Her:"I'mcool...Iwaswonderingifwecouldtalk"

Me:"oh"



IlookedatNtando,hegotupandkissedme

wahambawithoutsayingaword.

Me:"okay"

Her:"Iuhm,firstIwanttoapologizeaboutChloe's

behaviortowardsyou"

Me:"what'sittoyou"

Her:"ChloeandIarefriends,fromhighschool.So

duringthattimewehadaLilproblemmnanoVince

bendimbalisela"

Me:"oh"

Her:"andafterwefixedourproblemsndamxelelabut

she'salwaysbelievedyou'rethevillainthatcameto

ruinmyrelationship.Butndiyakuceladon'tmindher"

Me:"wellsweedyIhavemoreimportantthingsto

worryabout,though,I'dlikehertoknowherplace

andrespectmeinmyownplace"

Her:"I'llmakesureofthat.Thankyoufor

understanding"



Me:"noproblem"

Shegotupandwalkedtowardsthedoor...

Her:"erh,unqabile.UsahlalaaphaeJo'burg"?

Me:"yeahI'vejustbeenbusy"

Her:"oh...I'veheardrumors.Maybetheyarenottrue

phof"

Me:"rumors"?

Her:"thatyoubrokeupwiththebigguy"

Me:"kutshoban"?

Her:"likeIsaid,itsjustrumors"

Me:"wellIdon'tknow...cozkekwauChloecameto

delivermyorderapha"

Her:"yeah...wronginformation.Soyousaynisegrand

nebigguy"

Me:"muchstrongerthanbefore,notthatitsanyof

anyone'sbusiness.ButImustsay,y'allhave



time...keepingsomuchinterestinmybusiness"

Her:"forgetIsaidanything"

Ismiledasshewalkedout,Iclosedthedoorand

locked,switchedoffthelightsadwentupstairsfika

eleleutatakaOwe.
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Iswitchedoffthelights,closedthecurtainsandgot

inbedstillinthatgown.Ididn'twakehimup,heonly

sleepssofastwhenhe'stiredandknowingthathe

didn'treallygetenoughsleep...Iknewbetterthanto

wakehimup.

Wasteyelingerie?

Hellno,aslongasIfeltsexyinitthenitsnowaste.I

removedthatgownndalalakengoknam.

INTHEMORNING



Iwokeupbeforehimandwalkeddownstairsstillin

thatlingerie,Imadebreakfast.Thetraditional

porridgethattakesyoubackhome,wellImissedit.

Hecamedown,justassomeonewasknocking:/

Whodoesthat?Vukelaemziniekuseni.

Iheardfamiliarvoices...

Him:"baby"

Lolhisvoicewasstillsleepyandhusky...verysexy

kum.

Me:"hello"

Him:"someoneisheretoseeyou"

Me:"doyouknowher"?

Him:"oneofVince'sworkers"



Iheardthedoorclosing,wellIwasn'tgonnadrop

everythingforher,IknewitseitherLibhongoorChloe.

Idishedupformynewlyfoundmanandputhis

breakfastinatray,hewalkedintothekitchenand

smiled,wasondelaandkissedeverywherehecould

gethislipson

Him:"thisisonehelluvagreatbreakfast"

Me:"mmh,lemmegotothisgirl..uzotyelaphi"

Him:"lounge"

Itookhistraytotheloungewhilehewasbusytryna

eatallofmeinthatkitchen,Chloe'seyesalmost

poppedoutwhenshesawmehalfnaked>_<well

that'swhatyougetwhenyouknockonpeople's

doorswhentheyshouldbehavingamorningquickie.

Ntandosatdownandstartedeating

IlookedatChloe



Me:"morning,whatbringsyouhere"

Her:"Ibroughtthisuhm,peaceoffering"

Shegavemeagiftbag:/

Ntandoeyedme,Ipretendedasifandimboni

Me:"erh...there'snoneed"

Her:"IhadatalkwithLibo.I'mreallysorry"

Me:"sure"

Bae:"what'syournameagain"?

Her:"Chloe"

Bae:"oh,soyou'retheonewhoindirectlysuggested

thatSibongileusesherbodytogetmoney"

Ohshit!Herememberedthat?

Shewassuddenlyuncomfortable



Her:"Idid?When"?

Bae:"aboutayearago.Shewaseatingatthe

ShisaNyamaandyouwereservingherifI'mnot

mistaken...ravingonandonabouthowtherestof

y'allhavetoworkyourbuttsoffyetlookhalfasgood

asher"

Iclearedmythroat,thiswasmorethan

uncomfortable...ndandikhubekilekengalaminiandI

respecthimsomuchcozkucacilehelistenedwhen

Icomplainedkuye.

Me:"you'regoingtowork,right"?

Her:"uhhhyeah"

Me:"andwewouldn'twantyoutobelate"

Bae:"butndisathethanoChloebabe"

Me:"khayekengokulove"

Bae:"AndIheardyoutheotherdayatyourworkplace



talkingabouthertoyourfellowcolleagues"

:vwellakazothethelwandimthistimearound.

Me:"wellexcuseme"

Iwenttowearmyrobendabuyanepapayam.

Her:"I'mreallysorrysir,thatwasoutblownof

proportion"

Bae:"Isee"

Ididn'tknowwhattheywereonabout...ButIwas

gladChloewillbeputinherplace.Haytyhini!

Him:"youdoknowthatI'mnotyourbossright"?

Her:"yessir"

Him:"butIhavemorepowerthanyourboss,withthat

beingsaid.I'dlikeyoutokeepinyourlane,keepyour



noseinyourbusinessandkeepyourwordsinyour

mouth"

Me:"Ntandohayi"

Him:"itsforhersake"

Her:"Ifullyunderstandsir"

Him:"haveagooddaythen"

Waphakamawaphumaclosingthedoorbehindher.

Ilookedatthisniqqa.

Him:"what"?

Me:"didyouhavetodothat"

Him:"she'sbeencrossingboundaries,someonehad

tostepin"

Me:"butbabyI'llgetthefunnylookswhenIgotothe

ShisaNyamaagain"

Him:"hm,we'llhavetogotodayndizibonelelonto"



:vhedoesn'tunderstandneh?

Weateup,Iwenttowashthedishes,hecameto

removemyrobendamyeka.Justwhenhewasabout

toremovemycorsethisphonerang:v

Him:"Ihavetotakethis"

Me:"goahead"

...

Him:"makhulu"?

Ilefthimndayovasa

WhenIwasdoneImadethebed,openedwindows

andswepttheroomthenIgotdressed.Iworenavy

trackpants,slippersandawhitevest...hopingwe'll

justspendthedayindoorscozIwasn'treallyinthe

moodtogoout,wellunlessSosowouldsayhe'sin

townI'msureI'dchangemymind.WhenIwasdoneI



justlayonmybackrelaxing

Him:"hehfondinsew'vasile"

Me:"duh"

Him:"makhuluuyahambangoDecember"

Me:"kengokyintonngxaki"

Him:"abantwanabamfondin"

Me:"ooh"

:vwhatamIsupposedtosay?>_<

Hesatonthebedthinking

Me:"uzobathathamos"

Him:"Ican't,unlessI'llhavetofindthemananny"

Me:"nizohlalaphi"?

Him:"there'san80%chancewe'llbeinCT"



Me:"yhohaikendioutngebail,I'doffertoassist"

Him:"ifsizeaphayou'llassist"?

Me:"wellndabakhumbulanambutcapetownisano-

noformethisyear"

Him:"okay,ndizoyobathathake"

Me:"uyazikebalendluisnotevenclosetobeing

childfriendlyakhonendawoyodlalaapha"

Him:"butthenIcan'tbuiltahouseinamonthbaby

man"

Me:"whatI'mtryingtosayis,we'llbespendingmore

timeekhaya.Nobakebazobuyalatebazolalanawe"

Him:"ooh.We'llseexasebekhona"

Me:"mmh"

Helaynexttomeonhisbacktoo

Me:"don'tyouhaveanywheretogo"?

Him:"I'mgoing,butafterlunch"



Me:"uyaphi"

Him:"Pretoria"

Me:"mmh,thenI'llhavetogohometoo"

Him:"ngoba"?

Ididn'tanswerhim

Him:"babe"

Me:"babe,uzohlalahowlongapha"?

Him:"nowthatwe'reokayIshouldprobablyspenda

fewdays,maybeaweekndiphindendihambe.This

isourbusiestseason"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"why"?

Me:"I'mjustasking"

Webothclosedoureyes...



Myphonerang

Me:"sthandwasam"

Him:"usezandibulalisauyayazlonto"?

Me:"unjanibae'bhi"

Him:"ndigrandmna,I'mjustworriedaboutyou"

Me:"ndisharpman"

Him:"didyouguystalkthingsthrough"?

Me:"yeah,everythingisundercontrolifImaysayso"

Him:"ntwana"

Me:"huh"

Him:"whenIneedalawyerorwhateveritisthat

you'restudyingforI'lltellyou,nowtalkinsimple

sentencesthatmakesense.Nithethilenah"

:v:vbutwhyuSosoendenzaso?



Me:"eweSoso"

Him:"uphiwenangoku"

Me:"ndiseSandton"

Him:"endliniyakhe"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"oohkay,hopefullyiphelilelemadness

beniyenza.Gosh"!

Me:"butmnganeuyandabuserwena"

Him:"mxmbyebyewethu,undbuliselekutaBeast"

Me:"zbulisele"

Iputthephoneonhisearbancokola.Okobabe

ehleka,knowingSosongenzekakutshiswamnapha

:v
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LukeandSivewerereallygettingmarriedsoItook

thehonorsoforganizingabridalkitchenpartyfor



her,IbookedavenueSunInternationalandpaiditfull

withmyownmoneythenIaskedKeri,EveandSive's

cousinSophumelelatodonatetowardscateringthen

lastlyIemailedallinvitesdiscreetlycozIwantedto

surpriseher,she'sbeenthroughalotespecially

regardinglentoyomntanakhe.

SoNtandowasbackinCapeTown,SinoandOwe

werewithmeendlinikaLukewithEveandBooboo

backthehousewasaverynoisyenvironmentand

bekusezobamnandicozinafewdaysKeriwasalso

comingwithherchild,ohandwehadtoinviteLiztoo

-_-she'sMarc'sgirlfriendkaloksoifweexcludedher

besizobarongoandhurtourbrotherintheprocess.

Souhm,Iwasbusydoingthefinishingtoucheskule

ntokaSiveithelpedthatEvewasbacksothisday

Keriarrivedwithhernannysothethreeofuswent

shoppingtogetherforgifts

Her:"hehlittlesister,youseeyou'renotsolittle

anymore?Prettysoonyou'llbesomeone'swife"



Me:"someone'swife?Idoubtthatideastillexists"

Her:"youdon'twannagetmarried"?

Me:"Ido...Idon'tthinkhe'sready"

Her:"whatdoyoumean?You'reevenbabysittinghis

childreninsteadofhavingfunthisholiday"

Me:"hedidn'tforceme...Ioffered"

Eve:"she'smadinloveshedoesn'tevensee

exploitation"

Me:"hedoesn'texploitmeEve,Ialsohaveavoice

remember"

Keri:"don'tmindEvebaby"

LolwethankGodyouknow,forlentoyooLukecoz

kewegotachancetohavethatsisterlybondwe've

losteversinceourfolksdied.Keriboughtherasilver

metallickitchenappliancescomboconsistingofa

rubbishbin,breadbin,akettle,iron,egg-boilerand

toaster.LoljongasavelasajongananoEve



Eve:"butKeriwhybuyhereverything?Whatarewe

supposedtobuy"?

Keri:"Idon'tknow...youdoknowthatthisisacombo?

Ican'ttakeone,right"

Me:"thenjustbuyherabinorsomething"

Keri:"nope,onedayyou'llalsowantsomethingas

thisbigonyourbigday"

Yeahwellwhatever!

Eveboughtherbeddingsetandapairofwhitelace

lingerie

Me:"lingerieEve?Really"?

Keri:"youknowEvenowTeedon'tactsurprised"

Eve:"Iwanttheirfirstnight...asamarriedcouple,to

havesomesenseofholinessman"



:v:v

Nowthat'snotasurprisecomingfromher,Ilooked

around.Didn'tknowwhattobuyhersincewedon't

evenknowwhatshewantscozwenevertoldher

simenzelalentothoughweinvitedallherclose

friends.IboughtheraperfumegiftbagfromGucci

anditcostmeafortune:'(andthenagiftbagfullof

makeupfromElizabethArdencozwhodoesn'tneed

makeup?:vIknowmygiftsaren'treallyidealbutI

knewzizomncedaaphanaphayaandIwantedtobe

different.

Afterallthatshoppingweheadedtothespâ _̂we

hadachilledday,didournailsandchangedourhairs

thenweheadedforthefuelstation,mybabyneeded

tobefilledup.

Eve:"Whatarewebuyingthekids"

Keri:"Laurencooks,Idoubtwehavetobuythem



anything"

Me:"knowingSino,she'llbeexpectingsomething

whenwegetbackguys"

Eve:"buyingthemabucketwon'tcostustoomuch"

Keri:"okaythenlet'sgotoKFC"

WeheadedtoKFCandtheywentin,IwenttoSpar

andbroughtacoupleofsweetthingsforthekids

andwaitedforthesetwoladiesinthecar...My

brothercalled:D

Me:"lulu"

Helaughed,Ilaughedtoo:)

Him:"how'severythingcomingalong?Youguysneed

anyhelp"?

Me:"everythingissortedmylove,whenaretherestof

friendscoming"?

Him:"latertomorrow"



Me:"okeydokey,how'syourbrother"?

Him:"he'scool.Lizisalsocomingovertoy'all

tomorrow"

Me:"oohgosh"!

Him:"plsgirls,playnicewithher.ForMarc'ssake"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Him:"okay,enjoyyourday"

Me:"tellme,aretheygonnadoabachelorspartyfor

youthereinCT"?

Him:"yeahitsactuallyonthesamedayasthe

bachelorettes"

Me:"mmh,who'sorganizingitforyou"?

Him:"mybestmanobviously"

Me:"Marcusbetternotinvitestrippersthere"

Him:"hahaha!I'mnottellingyouanything"

Me:"Luuno"

Helaughedandhungup...



:vbutthenagain,Idon'tcarecozEvegotusstrippers

too>_<.TheycameoutofKFCandweheaded

home...Myfeetwerekillingme.Assoonaswe

walkedin,Ithrewmyshoesasideandputmyfeetup

onthecoffeetable...

Owe:"sisi,uzenantonietown"

Ilookedatthegirls:vIknewthiswouldhappen.

Me:"bringtheothers"

Him:"okay"

Iwenttothekitchenandservedthemintheirbowls

thechickenandrollswithdrinksontheirminitrays

bathathabayohlalaonthematelounge.Iseparated

theiryoghurtsandKinderjoytreatsandleftthemon

thecounter,pouredmyselfaglassofredwineand

wenttositdown



Evewalledinandreturnedtopourherselfaglassof

winetoo...wasoleesizanayowayibekaapha

phambkwethu

Her:"Booboo,givemamasome"?

Him:"mamano"

:v

Me:"giveauntysomenana"

Him:"justapieceaunty"?

Me:"justapieceboyboy"

Eve:"heee!What'sthisnow.Discriminationundiluted

I'mtellingya"

:vIbitapieceandsippedmywine.



Sino:"mamadidIsaythankyou"?

Me:"actuallybabynoneofyousaidthankyou"

Loltheyallstoppedeatingandlookedatusjustas

Keriwalkedin.

Allofthem:"ThankyoumamaKeri,thankyoumama

EveandthankyoumamaTee"

Owe:"butsisiawngomamawena"

Hahaha!Ijustlaughedathim

Sino:"ngumamamnje"

Me:"umxelelebaby"

Loltheyresumedtotheirfood.



Eve:"guys...hasanyofyourmencalledtoday"

Keri:"nope,guesswe'resingleladies"

Eve:"notevenourbrothers"?

Me:"Luucalledmeearlier"

Eve:"phew,that'sbetter...Iwasbeginningtowonder"

JustthenJoecalledKeri

Her:"speakofthedevil"

:v

Shewalkedouttothelawnandsatonthecamp

chairsthere.

Lwandocalled...

Evelookedatmeandlaughed:vshepickedhercall

andsmiled...AkadingiroomkesanauEve,shejust

putherfeetupwancokolanomntuwakhe

IdialedSosobutNtandocalled:vlikewhatthehell



isgoingon?Aretheyinoneplace?Maybe.

Me:"babe"?

Him:"Imissmybabies"

Me:"uzobuyaninikanti"

Him:"Idon'tknow,kusekhonalewaykuLuke

siyenzayoapha"

Me:"soIheard"

Him:"awund'khumbulikodwawenababe"

Me:"whydoyousaythat"

Him:"whydon'tyoucallme...ulindamnandiku

founelengokwam"

Me:"I'mtired,butIwasgonnacallyoulaterontoday"

Him:"you'retired?Whatwereyouguysdoing"?

Me:"wewentforsomeretailtherapyandthere'sno

onetomassagemyfeet"

Him:"celauOweakwenzehe'sgoodonthat"



Sinomusthaveguessedbandithethanayecozoko

endijongileandIknowhowmuchshemissed

him...she'sadaddy'sgirl

Me:"haybabeisn'tthatchildexploitation"

Him:"oh-hoo!Ufundekakhuluke"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomntwam"

Him:"ingaskeubelaphaphambkwamxautshoyo"

Me:"thumelauMoazondilanda...I'llbeyouronenight

stand"

Him:"babydon'tgivemeideas"

Ilaughedathim...NtandouyaythandaIattentionstru!

Me:"awfunuthethanoSino"?

Him:"mnike"

Igaveherthephone:)thesmileonherface...



Her:"hello,daddy"

Him:"princess,howareyou"

Her:"I'mfinethankyou.Ubuyaninidaddy"

Him:"beforeChristmas,uthenufunandibuye?Ufuna

uhlalanam"?

Her:"ha.aIjustwannagoshoppingwithyou

ndiphindendibuyendihlalenomama"

Him:"well...Icansendyoumoneysoyoucango

shoppingwithyourmomandyourbrother"

Her:"butawundivawenadaddy"

Him:"okaybabygirlndizobuyawe'llgoshopping

together"

Her:"yousee?UOwewantstospeaktoyou"

Him:"okay"

Shepassedthephonetoherbrotherandwenttoput

herplateinthekitchen.



[10/10,19:20]+27730692704:#261

Owe:"banlonaSino?Hello"?

Him:"ndingulonangoku"?

Owe:"yhoxolotataIdidn'tknow"

Him:"howareyou"

Owe:"I'mokaywenaunjani"

Him:"I'mgood.Sohow'sJo'burg"

Owe:"kumnandibutkaloktatayouknowwehaven't

boughtenoughChristmasclothesneh"

Him:"haibokwediniayikhoenoughleninayo"

Owe:"butdaddyno,rememberyoupromisedmela

takkiekaAdidasnesasneakerskaJordankalok"

Him:"yhofondin"

Owe:"tata,ndizokuthumelangoSinoke"

Ilaughed:vI'msureNtandolaughedontheother

sideofthephone



Him:"okayboyI'llbebackthenwe'lldotheshopping

together"

Owe:"enkositata...ndizonikausisiiphoneke"

Him:"surendoda"

.

.

Me:"babe"

Him:"Ireallymissyou,youknow"

Me:"IsaidsendMoazondithathaI'llbeyourone

nightstand"

Him:"I'mafraidIwon'twantyoutogobackonceyou

arehere"

Me:"hahaIknowthefeeling,butI'llseeyousoon.

Right"?

Him:"yeah...mybabieswanttomilkmymoneydry"

Me:"itsnotreallyyours,yeyabo"

Him:"yeahwhatever"



Me:"ubuyenyhanikecozIneedsomecuddlingtoo"

Him:"haha!SomemotivationIsee"

Hahaha!Mxm!

Me:"whatever!Byebye"

Him:"Iloveyouneh"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomylove"

Wehungup.

Yhotheniqqacanbesillyattimes:vmakesmefall

inlovewithhimevenmorecozhe'sasoftieendliniI

won'tmentiontheBeast,hahaandingenindawo

kuleyoIpart.

Whoah!

Thefollowingdaymyelderbrothercalledmeand

saidhisgirlfriendiscomingoversoheneeds



me...Lol,me,togofetchherattheairport.SoIjust

toldhimtotellherandifounelewhenshearrives.

Wewenttoseethevenue,meandmysistersandI

wasdrivingsowhenIreceivedLiz'scallmyphone

wasinterconnectedwiththecaryavelayatsho

"Lizardcalling"hahahayhosavelasapheeeela

yintsinisonkethenIhushthemandtookthecall

Me:"hello"?

Her:"heyI'mattheairport"

Me:"okay,justgimmeafewminutes"

Her:"okaythankyou"

Thenshehungup

Keri:"youactuallysavedhernumberasLizard?But

youguysarecruelman"



Eve:"metoo...see"

LolwavelawahlekawalilauKeri:v

Me:"callRazor"

Thecarrespondedandcalledhim,whilethephone

wasringingLolEvewasinstitches

Her:"who'sRazornow"?

Me:"oneofmydrivers"

-

Him:"hello"

Me:"hey,Ineedafavor"

Him:"shoot"

Me:"canyouplsgopickupLizzyattheairport"

Him:"Marc'sbabymomma"?



Me:"yep"

Him:"okay,sowhereisshegoing"?

Me:"you'lljusttakehertothehouse,we'llmeether

there"

Him:"shosisteri"

Me:"enkosi"

WehungupandthenIdrovetoseeacoupleof

Sive'sfriendswhowereinPretoriajusttoinform

themofeverythingandmakesurethatwe'reallin

thesamepage.Afterthatweheadedhome...

SafikauLizehleliwithtwoladiesinthelounge,Ijust

greeted,huggedthemthenndamshiyawithher

inlaws>_<ndayovasaIneededarefreshermybody

wassweatyandsmellysoIshoweredandwentto

sitonmybedjustthinking...

Kuhlecalledme:



Me:"Kay"

Him:"hey,usharp"

Me:"I'mcoolyou"

Him:"I'mgood.I'mcomingtoJo'burgtonighton

businessandIdon'twannasleepinsomehotelman

ndcelaundincedemtchana"

Me:"okayuhm...ButwhyungaceliuVince"?

Him:"yhuha.auhlalanoLibhongolowo"

Ihadtolaughat"yhu"onlysomethingIwouldhave

thoughtonlySosowouldsay!

Me:"okayizaI'llhookyouup"

Him:"enkosisisi"

Me:"eshe"

Watshoehleka.LolsoIhadtocallNtandocozI



knowtheconsequencesofdoingthingsbehindhis

back.

Him:"Mrs"?

Me:"baba,ngxakiikhona.Unjaniphof"

Him:"I'mahappyman,wena"?

Me:"I'mpretty,butofcozyouknowthat"

Him:"pretty?Yhoheeeungandoyikisimna.Ubusithi

ingxakiikhonaphi"?

Me:"ohyahuKuhleneedsindawoyolalahe'scoming

toJozionbusiness"

Him:"whydoesn'thesleepatahotel?OraskVince"?

Me:"yhoakafuniuyolalakuVince,saidsomething

aboutyoursisterin-lawbutihotelkhangeayifuneat

all"

Him:"yingxakiloLibhongo.Anyway,ubucingauthini

kengokwena"

Me:"wellIhavemykeyfortheapartment"



Him:"ha.ababe.Izomoshalantwanapha"

Me:"ohNtandobo!I'llfixhimlaroomincinciyhini

ntombi"

Wakhewathicwaka.

BendimincilekanticozIknowhimandhisprivate

space.

Him:"butwhydidyoucallmeifwhatIsaydoesn't

matter"?

Me:"soyou'dhavepreferreduyivaselaphaor

semnkilebaebezolalaeJo'burgandIhelpedhim"?

Him:"youhelpingthembehindmybackwouldn't

havebeenanythingnewkekumcozyoualwaysdo

that"

Ouch...



Me:"andsonowthatI'mchangingthetuneyou're

nothappy?Okayyouknowwhatkebabe?Itsfine,I'll

preparehimaroomaphaendlini"

Him:"akhangenditshokodwaSibongile"

Me:"notinsomanywords,butitswhatyouimplied"

Wathula.

Ihungupandgotdressed,thekitchenpartywas

gonnabetomorrowsothatmeantalltherooms

ekhayawereoccupiedespeciallywithLiz'sarrival

nomntanawakheandthesetwoladies,therewasno

spaceandwedon'ttouchLuke'sroom,itsoutof

boundaries.IpackedmyselfabagIhadtosleepat

theapartmentifbazobanendawoyolalaababantu

andEve'sroomcouldalsobeneededmtchanabutI

neededtoapproachheraside.

WhenIwasdoneIwentdownstairsndafikauLauren

ephekaIaskedtohelpherwahlekaandchasedme

away

IwenttotheloungefikauEveengekho



Me:"uhm...hasanyoneseenEvelyn"?

Keri:"she'soutside"

Iturnedtowalkout...

Liz:"uhmTee"?

Me:"huh"?

Liz:"Iwashopingyoucouldpreparetworoomsfor

theseladiesIcamewith"

Firstofallsheneversaidshe'scomingwithanyone...

Hello????-_-Kerilookedatmeandlookedbackat

theTV

Me:"sure"

Liz:"see?Itoldy'allshewon'tbefussy"



Igrinnedandwalkedout.

IwenttoEveatthebackandsatdownnextto

her,shewasupset.

Me:"youokay''?

Her:"Lizhasn'tevenfinishedanhourhereandshe's

tellingmeshit?Eksalhaardonnereksêvirjou"

Me:"what'sshedonenow"?

Her:"sypraatkaaksoosaltydman!Idon'tknowwhat

Marcusseesinthattramp"

Ikeptquiet

Ididn'twannagetinvolved.I'vehadmyfairshareof

Elizabethdrama.

Me:"let'sgosleepattheapartmenttonight"

Her:"whataboutmychild"

Me:"LaurenandKeriwilllookafterhim"



Her:"haylet'sgo.I'vehadit"

Me:"we'llgolatekalok,let'sjustgoinsideandhavea

decentconversationwiththeotherladies"

Her:"I'mnotgoinganywherenearthatbitch"!

Ikissedhercheekandwentbackinside.Iwentto

checkonsupper

Lauren:"I'llserveintenminutes"

Me:"thankssisi"

Shesmiled.

Iwenttositinthelounge,pluggedmychargerand

chargedmyphone.TheyweretalkingandlaughingI

wasstressingandgettingangrybutItriedsohardto

bemyselfandcomposeallthesefeelings.

Keri:"canwetalkasideTrina"



Me:"sure"

IlockedmyphoneandleftitthereasIfollowedher.
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Wereachedherroomandclosedthedoorsahlalaon

thebed

Her:"didMarcussayshe'scomingwithfriends"?

Me:"no"

Her:"howthehellarewegonnasleep?AndIcan't

sayshe'llsharearoomwithEve,theygotoffona

wrongfoot"

Me:"I'lltakeEvewithmetoNtando'shouse"

Her:"youtrustleavinganyoftheminyourroom"?

IlaughedcozIalsothoughtofthatbutdecidedto

brushitaside.



Me:"nobutIdon'thaveachoiceright?AndIwon't

sleepuncomfortablebecauseElizabethfailedtobe

considerate"

Her:"hey"!

WewalkeddownandLaurenwasalreadyserving

supper...weatesupper,IaskedKeritohelpme

sabalungiselelatheirroomsandImadesureIlock

upeverythingIconsidervaluableandsacredtome.I

don'twannafight.

WhenIwasdoneIwentdownstairs,bumpedonto

Eveandshesaidshe'llgopackingsojustwentto

thelounge...

Me:"tworoomsareready,onewillbereadyinafew

minutes.Lizcome,andonelady"

Her:"okay...who'scomingfirst"?



Waphakamaoy'oneandtheyfollowedmeupstairs,I

tookLiztoherroomthatwaspreparedalreadyfor

herthenItookChantythisfriendofherstomyroom

andwhenEvesaidshewasdoneIaskedhertocall

MichelleupasIfixedtheroomthenweleftthem

andwentdownstairs

IcalledKeri

Me:"pleaselookafterBooboowhilewe'regoneneh"

Her:"noworriesbaby"

Eve:"thanksbigsis"

Wehuggedherandleft,thedrivewassilentthough

:/Iguessshewasstillupsetaboutwhatsoever

happenedbetweenherandLiz"Kaycalling"LolI

answered



Me:"Kay"

Him:"heysendfikilekeandIreceivedacallfromu

brouthimandibolekeistixokuwe"

Me:"izaaphaendliniI'malreadyhere"

Him:"phi"?

Me:"kwaNtando"

Him:"ohokaysure"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup,Idroveinandparkedthenwewalkedin

noEveIwenttopreparelaroomincinciforKuhle

cozIwasgonnasharewithEvekwimain

bedroom...notthatIlikeit,butthesituationpermitted

andkindaforcedusintothis.

Me:"Kuhleiscominghere"

Her:"I'mhungrythough"

Me:"wellyoucancookifyouwantto"



Her:"aren'ttherenoodleshere"?

Ndamhleka:vsheleftfoodendlininowufunautya

iinoodles?IcalledVincent

Him:"heyTee"

Me:"heyVee,areyouworkingtonight"?

Him:"yeahwhat'sup"?

Me:"Ineedadeliveryman"

Him:"goodthingyouspokenow,Icandropitoff

xandiziseuKuhle"

Me:"ohhe'swithyou"?

Him:"yeahhejustcametosayhi"

Me:"thankGod!Plsmakeitlikelasttime,andsome

breadpls"

Him:"noproblem"

Me:"enkosi"



Ihungup...

Me:"Vinceisgonnabringusmeatsoyoucanjust

takeabathandgetwarm"
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Sheranupstairsforherbath,Ialsowenttochange

intoPJsandwaitedforKuhle,wafikauVincenokay

andwejustchatupforawhile.Kaysaidhe'snot

hungryhejustwantedtorestthenItookhimtohis

roomndabuyandatyanoEvethenweturnedoffthe

lightsandwenttobed.

IclosedmyeyesimmediatelycozEvewastalkingon

thephonewithherboyfriend.JustasIthoughtIwas

resting,andmaybefallingasleep...Myphonerang

Itookadeepbreath...Ididn'twannafightwith

Ntandoshame.MaybeIdidwrong,ormaybesaid

wrongbutinmyowneyesIwastryingtolookoutfor

hisfamilycozsomeday,maybeifGodpermits,some



daywecouldallbefamilyandfamilysticks

together...

Me:"babe"

Him:"yousoundlikeyou'resleeping"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"canwetalk"?

Me:"can'twetalkksasa?I'vehadalongdaybabeI

reallyneedtorest"

Him:"please...I'msorryboutwhatIsaidearlier,or

ratherhowitcameout"

Me:"there'snoneedtoapologizeyouwerejustbeing

honest"

Him:"babymahn"

Me:"babyyazwhatIdoforyourbrothersndiyenza

kubandicingaatsomelevelwe'refamily,orwecould

besoxabesoyikawenaatleastmnamandibe

approachable.ButkeI'mreallysorryfordoingthose

thingsbehindyourback"



Him:"canIspeaknow"?

Me:"goahead"

Him:"Iappreciatewhatyoudo,you'reyourown

personIcan'trunawayfromthat"

Me:"butIhatefightingwithyou"

Him:"everyrelationshiphasitsupsanddowns"

Me:"Iguessyou'reright"

Him:"kissmybabiesgoodnightformepls"

Me:"I'llonlyseeemtomorrowmorning"

Him:"hau,uphikanti"

:v

Me:"nditakile"

Him:"hayungandiphambaneliS'bongile"

Me:"haykodwaI'mjustbeinghonesthere"

Cwakaforamoment...



Me:"canIhangupnow?I'mreallytired"

Him:"uphi"?

Lolohfvq...akudlalwakenoNtandokanene!

Me:"I'matyourcrib"

Him:"atmycrib?Why?IthoughtKuhlewillsleep

therenjena"

Me:"ndizomgadaangamoshikalok"

Him:"babywejustspokeaboutthisthough"

Me:"chillndiyadlala.I'mherewithEvekalokLizard

camewithhertwofriendssoakhondawoyolala

sincewealsohaveKeri'shelpernabantwana"

Him:"yhobekhendabuzakekuMarcusbadidhetell

y'allshe'scomingwithpeoplewaskewathihe'llsort

itout"

Me:"mh,Iwonder"

Him:"ungalwinoLizzykebabeapho"

Me:"andimdalanjeforall'othat"

Him:"mmmhulalekak'hlekeneh"



Me:"thanks.Youtoo"

Him:"I'llwakeyouup"

Me:"loveyoubaby"

Him:"loveyoutoo"

Wehungup.

Evewasstilllaughingonherphonendalalamnayho

IwasnoteventiredIwasjustfedupyilentoyenzwa

nguLizqhaandfunuthethaneh?Cozndizoba

ngulomntuurongo.

...

ThefollowingmorningNtandoreallywokemeup-_-

Me:"mmh"

Him:"vula"

Iclosedmyeyesandyawned...yho



Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Ntando!Yhontonmanek'senikangaka"?

Him:"vula"

Me:"ndivukilefondin"

Him:"Icanhearthat,nowvula"

Isatupandwipedmyeyes...whatthehellishe

doinginJo'burg?Eshe!

Me:"ndivule?Uphikanti"?

Him:"I'matthedoor"

Ididn'tbelievehim,Iworemyslippersandwalked

downthestairskhacingeandinxibanganegownI'm

justinmyPJshortsnevestqha.Iopenedthedoor

andtherehewas:owithasmugsmile...Ihungup

andlookedathimthenshookmyheadandwalked



tothekitchen.Irinsedmymouthandturnedtowalk

out,heheldmywaistandkissedmycheek...she

wantedtokissmylipsIduckedaway

Him:"surprise"

Me:"mxm.Didyouseethetime"?

Heletgoofmywaistandtouchedmyface,then

kissedme.Ifellrightintohiswebandkissedhim

backattheendofthedayImissedhim,heliftedme

offthegroundandputmeonthecounterandwe

continuedkissingthenIpushedhimaLil,Iwantedto

haveaproperlookathim

Him:"ntonngoku"?

Me:"don'tgetmewrongnehbabe"

Him:"but"?

Me:"areyouokay?WhatbringsyoutoJo'burgthis

early?Iseverythingokay"?



Hedidn'tanswerimmediately.

Itouchedhisstrongfeatures...Iwasreallyworried

man.

Him:"Ijustcametochecksomethingout,business

babe"

Me:"you'renottellingmethetruthmntwamkodwa"

Him:"canwemakebreakfast"

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"

Me:"please,honesty?Remember"?

Hekissedmypursedlipsandhuggedme.Now

NtandoonlyhugswhenIwantahug,he'snotavery

cuddlyperson.Thiswasdefinitelyoff!!Ihuggedhim

verytight...verytightandthenIheardhimreleasea

hugeloadofbreath.Irubbedhisbackwhilewaiting

forhimtotalk



Me:"baby"

Cwaka.

Me:"Ntandoyou'rereallygettingmeworriedwhat's

goingon"?

Helookedatme,andwenttogetaglassofwater.

Him:"theytrackedmom'shousedown,vandalizedit

andeverythingelseintheyard,killedmydogs,

injuredmymenandburntthehousedown"

Me:"who?Whoahwait...uphiumamakhoyena?

Wherewasshewhenallthishappened"?

Hesatdownandlookedathisfingers,hishands

wereshakingterribly.



Him:"shecalledmeyesterdayafterIspoketo

you,sayingsomethingdoesn'tfeelrightsoItried

convincinghereverythingisokay"

Me:"and"?

Him:"thenshesaidshe'sgoingtohersister'shouse

uzolalakhonasoItoldthedriverstotakeherthere.

Theytoldmeshepackedafulltrunkwhichseemed

veryheavy,Ididn'ttakemuchintoit"

Me:"whocalledyouwhen"?

Him:"oneoftheguys,hesaidhehadwentouton

routinetocheckoutmyauntshouseforsafety

reasons,thenhewenttofillupthecarandgraba

bitefortherestoftheteam,whenhecamebackthe

otherswerescatteredonthefloorandthehouse

wasonfire"

Me:"yho.Doyouknowwhodidthis"

Him:"there'sonlyonewaytofindout"

Me:"oooh.That'swhyyou'rehere"

Him:"yep"



Me:"butbabewhydon-"

Him:"I'llmakesureIgetallmyanswerstodaycoz

Lukehasabachelorstonight"

Ijustkeptquietandmadebreakfast...WhenIwas

doneIdishedupforusinoneplateandwefollowed

eachothertothelounge.Whenwehitthecouchwe

putthetrayonthecoffeetableandthenItookhis

handsandhelookedatmeconfused

Me:"Idon'twantyoutogethurt"

Him:"relaxbaby"

Me:"IwishIcould..."

Hesmiledandkissedme,wekissedIevenhadto

pushhimonthecouchandwekissed.Hishands

touchingandpinchingeverywhereandmaking

sensationsgrowstrongerandimaginationeven

wilder



Her:"Eeewman,getaroom"!

Ijumpedup,hepulledmedownandwejustsmiled

atEve

Me:"breakfastisintheoven"

Shesmirkedandwenttothekitchen,wegiggledand

continuedwhereweleftoff...

Him:"OhGodnow!Soearlyinthemorning"

IlookedupandsawKuhle:v

Bae:"Fokofkwedini"

Me:"breakfastisintheoven"



Lolndasukaandweate,theothertwocametojoin

ussancokolanjee.

Bae:"SoEve,IhearyouandLizareateachothers

necks"

Shelookedatme

Me:"Ididn'tsayanything"

Him:"noIheardfromLulu"

Her:"I'mstartingtohavethisstronghatredtowards

her"

Me:"hatredisastrongword"

Her:"I'mbeinghonest"

Him:"mmh...Kuhle,whatbusinessdoyouhavehere"

Kay:"justabusinesspossibility.I'mmeetingthe

gentsatten.Can'tsaymuchngokubutI'lltellyou

whenthingsarefinalized"



Him:"mmh,don'tgetinvolvedinbackdoorbusiness

pls.Ihaveenoughdramaonmyhands"

Kay:"IthinkI'mresponsiblebhuti"

Him:"Iwon'tanswerthat"

LolandIwasn'tgettinginvolved

Him:"sobabe,whatdoesyourdaylooklike"?

Me:"verybusy,afterthismnanoEveSiyakwihotelto

makesureeverythingissetthenwe'llgofetchthe

ladiesandlastSive"

Him:"yho,butyourcarwon'tmakeit"

Me:"noIaskedmydriverstohelpmekalok"

Him:"mmh,willIseeyoubeforeIgo"?

Me:"I'llmakeitpossibledon'tworry"

Him:"sure"

WekissedthenEvecollectedtheplatesandwashed



themwhileIbathed.
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Iuhm,tookabathandcameout,hewassittingon

thebedasIcameout,driedmyselfupandlotioned

thenIchoseaflowingmaxidresssinceIwasjust

runningerrandsnowandthenkepttheitemsforthe

kitchenpartypackedinmyextrabaginmyboot.I

matchedthemaxidresswithsandalsandminimum

naturalmake-upthentookmybag

Me:"soithiniintoyakho"

Him:"I'mjustwaitingforyou"

Me:"andthenuzothinikalok"

Him:"andthenI'llgoseemypeopleandmaybelater

comeandwaitforyouandiyaz"

Me:"tomakethingseasyjustcallmewhenyou're

done,cozImightbehomelateifsibuyileatall"

Him:"mmkay"



Me:"masehlekeandgiveEvesomespacetobath

naye"

Hefollowedmedownstairs.

Evehitmewithatowelonmyfaceassheranup:vI

laughedandpouredNtandoaglassofjuiceasItook

bottledwater.Andsatnexttohim

Me:"awzodlulaendlini"

Him:"Idon'tthinkit'llbeagreatidea"

Me:"butyourkidsmissyou"

Him:"SinoalwaysknowswhenI'mnotokay,andifuni

bandibonendinjenababe"

Ikeptquiet...

Kuhlecamedownlookingdapper:)



Me:"mmmh!Niqqayoulookhot"!

Helaughedanddidaturnaround

Me:"Ihopeyourgirlknowswhatshe'sgotinya"

Him:"sheknows...haha!Teehayman,khayeke

mfethu"

Me:"haha!Jongaubhutwakhoujelly"

WebothlookedatNtandoandlaughed,hejust

smiledandshookhishead...

Kay:"Ineedtorunneh,IguessI'llseeyoulateron"?

Me:"erh...aboutthat,I'llprobablystillbeatthe

kitchenpartysoitseitherIleaveyouwiththekeyor

you'llcallyourbrother"

Kay:"brauzobalaphatillwhen"?

Him:"babemnikeyourkey,I'llbebusyin-between



PretoriaadSowetotoday"

Me:"sure"

Igavehimmykeysandacarhootedoutside

wabalekakewahamba,Evecamedownalldressed

upndamjonga...Iknewimmediatelythattoday,she's

gonnabefullofdrama!

Bae:"you'redressedforthepartyalready"?

Her:"yeap"

Babyeyedme,Ijustsmiledandtookmybagthen

kissedhislips

Me:"Loveyou"

Him:"khawphinde"

LolIkissedhimagain



Me:"playsafebabymahn"

Him:"surething"

Welefthimandheadedtoourdestination.

Yho...Astimewentby,thingsstartedaddingupand

thenthefriendscamein...ohSouthernSunstaff

though!Theymadeitlooksoperfect.Ourthemehad

changedfromtheoriginalideatowhitedresses,

silverstilettosandyellowAfricandoekstoaddthat

Africanfeelsinceshe'saXhosachick.

Wheneveryonewasinthere,ItookadrivetoSive's

flatwithadressIhandpickedforher...

Her:"hey,youlookbeautiful.NowIfeellikeIneedto

change"

Me:"feelfree...butifonlyyou'llchangeintothis"

Ipresentedherngalalokhwe.Shetookitand



changed,sheactuallythoughtweweregoingoutas

girljustfordrinks.Shehadnoideawhatwasahead

ofher...aftershechangedsheworegoldensparkling

stills.

Her:"howdoIlook"?

Me:"youlookgreatsisi...youdon'twantadoeklike

mine"?

Her:"youdon'tmindusmatching"?

Me:"actuallyno,here.Ihaveanextraone"

ShesmiledandsatinfrontofthemirrorasIhelped

herdothedoekthenweheadedout.Thiswasher

moment.Wemadesomeconversationaswe

enteredSouthernSunhotel,ArcadiainPretoriathen

walkedtotheirconferenceroomwhichwasfilledby

everywomaninSive'slifeincludinghermotherand

aunts.Wemanagedtogeteveryonethere...Without

herknowing



Her:"what'sarewedoinginaconferenceroom

though"

Me:"you'llsee"

Iopenedthedoorandsteppedasideforhertowalk

inadtheneveryoneshouted:SURPRISE!!!!!!

Shewasshocked!Surprised!IlaughedasIledherto

herchair...Andthenkwaqalwaizintozikhona.

Itwasaverybeautifuleveningshame.Everyonewas

ontheirgoodbehaviorevenEveandLizzywere

subtlearoundeachother.Thenpastteninthenight

aswewerehavingfunwithmalestrippers#hidesI

gotacallfrombae...SoIrushedtothebathroomfor

privacy

Me:"hello"

Him:"awbuyinah"

Me:"yhokungonakuqalaubumnadibabe"

Him:"kengokdoesthatmeanI'llleavewithoutseeing



you"

Isighed...

Oh-kay!MaybeIcanstealafewminutesawayfrom

theladiesformymanneh?

Me:"areyoudrivingyourselftotheairport"?

Him:"ndilaphaendlinifondin"

Me:"oh...okayndiyeza"

Him:"thankyou"

Thenhehungup!Idrovetohisapartment...kodwau

Ntandoismadkwelinyeicala:vlike,he'llbeinCT

enjoyingthebachelorspartywithoutanyformof

uphazanyiswandimkodwahe'sdisturbingmyfun

withthegirls!IdrovemywhitebeasttoSandton

ndafikaepholekuheaduNtandoonthecouch



Me:"hey,Ithoughtyou'dbeonyourwaytotheairport

bynow"

Him:"Iam...Couldn'tgowithoutproperlysaying

goodbye"

Ismiledandsatnexttohimaswekissed.

Me:"where'syourbrother"?

Him:"he'supstairs"

Wekissedagain...

Me:"wecan'tdothishere"

Hescoopedmeupfromthecouchandtookmeto

ourbedwhereheundressed.Lol,wehadaquickie

man...hot,steamyandquick!Thenwekissed...tooka

showerandgotdressedsahamba,Idrovehimtothe



airportkissedhimgoodbyeandreturnedbacktothe

ladiesandhadthebestfunofmylife.
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Thefollowingmorningwewereallstillhalf-drunk:v

Lolifikhonaintoenjalo.Iwokeupandlooked

aroundformysistersandSiveandIonlyfoundEve

andwokeherup

Her:"mh.hmpleasenotnow"

Me:"wehavetogo,where'sKeri"?

Her:"don'tknow"

IlookedforKeriandfoundhercomingoutofaroom

withSivesoweallwenttomycarandheadedhome.

IdroppedSiveinherflatanddrovetherestofus

home.Thekidswerealreadyupandrunning,andat

timesliketheseIthankGodIdon'thaveumntana

cozwhenIwalkedinthathouseIonlywantedtohit

mybedandsmellmyownperfume!Yhu!Ilocked



myselfin,undressedandcoveredmynakedbody

ndalalacum...

WhenIwokeupmyheadwasspinningandI

checkedthetime...itwaspast2intheafternoon.I

wentforacoldshowerandworeleggingsandavest

alongwithslippers,tookallmyphonesandthenI

wentdownstairsandcuddledmyselfonthecouch

checkingmessages

Sino:"mama"

Ilookedupatherandpeckedherchubbycheeks

thenshegotonthatsamecouchIwasrestingon

Me:"what'sup"?

Her:"Ijustmissyou"

Me:"comehere,let'shugitout"

Lolwehugged.



Andthenshesatonmeasmyheadrestedonthe

armrestofthecouchandmywholebodyonthe

entirecouch

Me:"whatdidyouhaveforbreakfast"?

Her:"auntymadeusbananaoatsthenshegaveus

fruitsalad"

Me:"mmh,where'syourbrother"

Her:"udlalaphandlenooBooboo.Baphiabasisi

bamhlophe"?

Me:"andibazinjesisi"

Her:"oohkay"

Wejustsatthereplayinggamesonmyphoneand

thenIjustclosedmyeyesndalalamnangoku

adlalayo.

SometimelaterIheardhertalkingonmyphone,I

openedmyeyesandshewaslaughingtalkingand

whenshesawthatI'mawakeshetoldthespeaker



thatndivukilethenshegavemethephone...Ilooked

atthecallerbeforeanswering

Me:"Sihle"

Him:"hey,unjani"

Me:"I'mgood...Ithink.Howareyou"

Him:"I'mgreat,hehmanmdalamosuSinothando"?

Me:"kakhuluyhu"

Him:"Iwasjustcheckingy'allmanakhonto"

Me:"ohthanksboet"

Him:"cheers"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...IlookedatSinoquizzically

Her:"daddyandyourbigbrothercalled,Itoldthem

ulele"



Me:"youshouldhavewokenme"

Her:"hayisisi,umakhulusaidneverwakeupanelder

unlessitsimportant"

:)

Me:"whatifthosecallswereimportant"?

Her:"khangebatshokemama"

Ikissedherandwenttothebathroom,Iwentupto

myroomandsawlantombiulelepha-_-Iwentto

Keri'sroomandwalkedinasEvehadjustcameout

oftheshower.Isatonthebed,Keriwasinthe

bathroom..IlookedatEve,Iknewsomethingwasup.

Nobayintonnah

Her:"didyoucallMarcusback"?

Me:"nowhat'sgoingon"?

Her:"ratherhearitfromhim"

Me:"hearwhatfromhim"?



Wathulaandsatdownrightinfrontofme.

Her:"yourman...hewasstabbed"

Me:"who?Ntando"?

Her:"yeah"

Me:"haibo!Whattime?CozheleftJozivery

late,almostmidnightlateizolo"

Her:"apparentlyhewasstabbedtoday.He'satthe

hospitalngoku"

Ididn'tbelieveit.

Sinosaidherdaddycalledthenhowcomehewas

stabbednamhlanje?

Igotupandleftherthere.Iwentoutsideandcalled

hisphone,itwentstraighttoVMsoIcalledMarcus



Him:"Lilsis"

Me:"heyuhm,youcalledearlier"

Him:"yeahyourstepdaughtersaidyou'reasleep"

Me:"yeah.Sowhat'sup"

Him:"erh...TaBeastisinhospital.Hewasstabbed

notsolongago"

Me:"oh...whereandhowbadisthewound"?

Him:"itsinhisribcage"

Me:"damn!Howbadisit"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,thedoctorsarenottellingus

anything"

Me:"okay...Okay."

Him:"lookI'llcallyouifthere'sanychange"

Me:"ofcoz"

ThenIhungup.

IcalledMo



Him:"bosslady"

Me:"hi,uphi"

Him:"I'mintheCape,what'sup"

Me:"IwaswonderingungakwaziukuzaeJo'burgas

in,rightnow"?

Him:"why?iseverythingokay"?

Me:"yeahuhm...everythingisfine,Ijustkindalike

promisedthekidsanoutingndalibalanowthey'reon

mycase"

Him:"baqheliswanguyisewabo...noproblemsisi

,lungisaniI'llbethereinanhourortwo"

Me:"thanksbhuti"

Ihungup

Okay...Breath.

IwentbacktoKeri'sroomndafikabathetha



ngam,theyabruptlystoppedthough

Me:"I'mflyingtoCTinabouttwohours"

Keri:"Marcsaysitsdangerousoutthererightnow"

Me:"wellI'llfacethatwhenI'mthere..."

Eve:"thekids"?

Me:"I'mtakingthemwith"

Keri:"baby,whynotwaitforMarctocallandinform

youofanyprogressthenyoucanflyin"

Me:"guys,Iwasjusttellingyounotrequestingfrom

y'allneh"

Keri:"Iknow,butbabethinkaboutit"

Eve:"she'snotonetochangehermindthat

easily...look,I'llcomewithyou.Formoralsupport"

Me:"sure,packabagsihambeke"

ThenIleftthemandwenttopackjustaweekend

bagforeachofhiskidsandmyownthenndababiza



therefreshedandwewaitedforMotosayhe'shere.

WhenhefinallycalledIaskedmydriverstodriveus

totheairportthenweboardedtheplane...theflighta

quietone.YouknowIdroppedeverything?Whenit

comestomehedropseverythingtoo.Healways

putsmefirstnomatterhowbusyhe'sscheduleis

butwhenIcallandsayI'mintroubleorIneedhimhe

comesrightawaysoasIhadpromisedatthe

reunionofthisrelationshipthatI'llmakean

effort,nowwastherighttimetoshowthateffort.I

wasn'teventhinkingaboutlosinghim,Iwasjust

thinkingofwhathe'lldowhenhegetsoutofthat

hospital...

Welanded.

IIcalledIvorandhecametofetchus,Ihadmyown

keynalaphasothiswasnohustle...everyonewentto

his/herroomIcalledMarcusndimbuzabakwesiphi

isibhedleleandhetoldmethenIhungup



Me:"Eve"?

Shecamedown

Me:"I'llleaveyouwiththem,I'llbuysomethingforyall

toeatIvorwillcomebackwithitneh"

Her:"okaycool"

Me:"sharp"

IwenttothehospitalwithIvor,Igavehimmoneyto

buythemfoodndahambamnandayakwesi

sibhedlele...Igotagoaheadfromthecasualtyarea

thoughthiswasaprivatehospital

IsawGuddawithsixcoffeesandaboxthatI

thoughtconsistedofmuffinsorscones...Hesaw

meandwasshocked



Him:"haubosslady,aren'tyousupposedtobein

Jo'burg"?

Me:"how'syourboss"?

Him:"howdidyougethere?Doesyourbrotherknow

ulapha"?

Ijustwalkedawayfromhim,towardstheward

numberIwasgivenndabonauMarcuskuqalaand

hesawmeandjustshookhishead...Wejust

huggedakathetha.Imustsay,theguyswere

somewhatuncomfortable

Me:"souhm,canIseehim"?

Him:"thedoctorsaidheneedstorest"

Me:"Iwon'ttakelong,Ijustwannaseehim"

Hesighedandopenedthedoorforme.Iwalkedin

andhadalumpinmythroatwhenIsawhimlying

there.Isatdown.Yho.ThisisharderthanIthought



itactuallywouldbe...Iheldhishandandjustlooked

athim.
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Ilookedathim...

Me:"dudebutyoupromisedyou'llbesafe.What

happened?Whodidthistoyou"?

Obviouslyhecouldn'tanswermerightawaycozhe

washeavilysedated.Istoppedmyselffromcrying,I

swallowedthathardlumpandbreathedout.Igotup

andkissedhislipsndaphuma.ThankGodIhad

askedIvortocomebackforme

Mybrothercametome...

Me:"so,whathappened"?

Him:"Ican'treallysaymuchatthemoment"



Me:"mmhguessI'llseeyouaround"

Him:"youshouldn'tbehere.ItoldKerithatyoucan't

comehereitsverydangerous"

Me:"beforeIgo,canyougivemehisphones"?

Theyalllookedateachother...Guddasaid

somethingkuRangerwhisperingwhileIwaited.

Thentheygavemehistabandtwopersonalphones

Me:"ziyashota"

Ranger:"thesearebusinessphoneTee"

Me:"IthinkIknowthatalready"

Gudda:"wecan'tgiveyoueziphonemfethu.Just

takethose"

Ilookedatthemsternly

Me:"Gudda,Ranger...ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou



you'llgivemethosephones.Unless...Unlessyou

knowI'llfindwhaty'allarehidingfromme"

Marclookedatthemankeptquiet...

Iwaited...

Gudda:"Teemfethuthesephoneshaveimportant

confidentialinformationpleaseman,ifwegiveyou

we'llgetintroublewiththeKing"

Marc:"babygirl,goandrest.I'llinformyouofany

changes"

Ilookedattheguysonemoretime...

Me:"byebyeMarc"

Ikissedhischeekandwenttothefrontofthe

hospitalandIvorwasalreadytherewaitingpatiently.

Hetookmehome...



Iwentstraighttomyroom,dranktwopainkillersand

gotinbed.Dammit!ButIcouldn'tsleepawink...I

wastossingandturningokondancamandavukaand

tookhislaptopandopenedsomelatestmessages

ndafundaokoandtherewasnothingIcouldpinto

thisstabbing.

Ikeptonreadingandreadingnothing,Ithrewthem

asideanddecidedtogodownstairswhereEvethe

kidswerewatchingTV

Sino:"heeeubuyephimama"?

Me:"bend'lelebaby"

Sino:"oohuphiutata"?

Iclearedmythroat

Me:"utatakho?He'sinEastLondon"



Her:"uyekumakhulu"?

Me:"yep"

Her:"mmkay"

WewatchedTV,mymindwasnothere.Atall.

IreceivedacallfromFaith...

Me:"low"

Her:"hi,yougood"?

Me:"I'mgreat.You"?

Her:"I'mgood,Iwaswonderingifyou'llhaveachance

nextweekendI'llbevisitingyourdad"

Me:"youmeanyou'llbevisitingyourbrother"

Her:"yes"

Me:"mmh,I'llsee.Idon'tknowfornow"

Her:"okay,I'llawaityourcall"



Me:"sure"

Thenshehungup

Idon'tknow...Ijust,Ididn'tfeellikevisitingprison

nowmaybelentoyenzekakuNtandoscaredmeoff

abitbutIhadto.Ican'tkeeppostponingthis

issue...atendofthedaythismancouldbemy

dad,I'mnotsure.Idon'tknow.
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ThreedaysdownNtandowasoperatedand

recoveringbuthestilldidn'tknowwe'rehereandthe

situationwasbad...Histeamwasonbloodwarday

indayoutandtheonlywaytofeelprotectedwasto

stayindoorsorgobacktoJozi

Me:"I'mnotgoinganywhere...Evecantakethekids

andgo"

Marc:"Trinalique!Plsman..ItoldyouIwillcallyou

whenhe'sout"



Myphonerang...Ranger

Me:"hi"

Him:"taBeastwantstoseeyou"

Iwasshocked...andhappy...butIdidn'twannagive

awaykuMarcthateasily.

Me:"uhm,okay.Sure.Thanks"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungup...

Me:"boet,I'dliketosithereandarguewithyoubut

there'ssomewhereI'vegottaberightnow"

Him:"canyouatleastconsiderwhatI'msaying?

Thinkofthekidspls"



Me:"okay,noproblem"

IlefthimandwenttotakeahoodieasIcalledIvorto

drivemetothehospital,Marcstayedbehindhaving

lunchwithEveandthekids.

WhenwereachedthehospitalIjusthurriedtothe

wardandhisguys,aboutthreeofthemwereinside...

IslowlyopenedthedoorandGuddalookedatme

Him:"uhm,gentsmasphumeninjekancinci"

Theyallturnedtolookatmeandsaidsomethingin

alowvoicethentheyallwentout.Itookafewsteps

towardshimandstoppedabruptlywhenRanger

burstinblabbering

Him:"Trinayouhavetogonow"

:ohebetterbekidding...Ilookedathimandbackto

Ntandoquizzically



Him:"PleaseTee,thisplaceisabouttogetbloody.

Leave.Pls"

Me:"nowI'mtotallyconfused!Whydidyoucallme

here"?

Bae:"kwenzekantonmfethu"

Ranger:"IjustgotnotifiedthatuYanganalamajita

asondoparkaundergroundandtheylooklikethey're

onamission"

Ntandotookadeepbreathandgotup.Hestarted

dressing...nowIwasdumb.Rangerleft...Ijuststood

therewanxibaumntuwagqibaandhepackedhis

bagbiyothathwanguGuddaendlini...

Him:"masambe"

Me:"didyougetdischarged"?

Him:"let'snotworryaboutthatrightnow,wehave

biggerproblems"



Okay

Mefussingisnotgonnahelpanyonerightnow,we

madewayoutsideandgotinthecar...noonenoticed.

Idon'tknowhowthough.

Him:"Ivor...drivefast"

Ivor:"roger"

Jongauphumaaphowaslikesiphephethiwe!

Wereachedthehouseinamatterofminutes...Ihad

togoinfirsttomakesurehiskidsdon'tseehim...his

instructions.

Me:"Eve"?

Her:"kitchen"

Iwenttoher,theywerebakingsoItookheraside.



Me:"thesituationhasgottenworse.Canyouplstake

themtotheirroom,Ntandodoesn'twantthemtosee

him"

Her:"he'shere?Ishebetter?Washedischarged"?

Me:"hedischargedhimself,nowpls.Wedon'thave

muchtime"

Her:"sure"

Sheaskedthemtofollowherandtheyobliged,Iwent

togetNtandooutandwewenttohisroomupstairs...

Ijuststoodbythedoorasheundressesand

searchedforbandagesinhisdrawerthenhe

tightenedthewounddressing.Heworeatight

protectorlikeathickrubberorsiliconevestthenhe

worehisclothes...allblackandheavy..maybezi

protectiveIdon'tknow.

Whenhewasdonehesatdown...Andlookedatme



Him:"sondelababe"

Iwalkedtohimandsatonhislap

Him:"youguysshouldleave.Youshouldn'thave

comethisside,thisplaceisdangerous,ithas

becomeabloodbattlezone"

Ikeptquiet

Him:"baby"

Cwaka.

Heliftedupmychinandwelookedateachother

Him:"itwillsoonendthennizophindanibuye"



Me:"uyaphiwenangokuNtando"

Him:"Iuhm,Ihavetoattendtosomething"

Me:"orsomeone"?

Wathula

Him:"please.Packizintozenuandgobackto

Jo'burg.Please"

Me:"I'mnotleavingyou"

Him:"itsforyourowngood,don'tworryyourself

aboutme.Justtakethekidsandgo...I'llfollowwhen

I'mdone"

Igotupandwalkedtothedoor

Him:"baby"

Ndema



Hegotupandhuggedmefrombehind.Tearswelled

upinmyeyes...TheanimalinNtandowas

unleashingbutI'mtellingyou,I'mnotgoinganywhere!

Hekissedmyneck

Him:"Icouldnotbeabletolivewithmyselfif

anythinghappenedtoyou"

Me:"khayekemfethu.Hambaiyakulendawoifanba

uyakuyo"

ThenIloosenedhisgriparoundmywaistandleft

him,Iwenttothekidsandpackedtheirbags

Owe:"siyahambasisi"?
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Me:"eweboy"

Him:"yho,singambonanganotata"



Me:"he'llcometoJo'burgwhenhe'sgotachance"

Sino:"asizoyakumakhulukengokmama"?

Me:"notnamhlanjebaby"

Her:"butsizoya"

Me:"Ithinkso"

TheystartedgettingdressedEvehelpedthemand

shealsopacked...Myphonebeeped"khazapha

eroomin"Ididn'tgorightaway.Ipackedfinish...I

wasreadytogotooifndidendahambaIwasn't

gonnachangeanythingndirightlewaendiyiyomna.

Me:"Eve,takethemtothecarsolong.I'llbedownin

aminute...Theundergroundparking"

Her:"sure"

Shamemntakasekhayawasn'tevensayingmuch,but

Icouldseeshewasdeadworriedaboutthiswhole

situation.WhentheyhadleftIwenttotheroom



ndafikaemebythewindow.Iwalkedinandclosed

thedoor...

Me:"sup"?

Heturnedbutdidn'tmove...

Him:"Iuhm,justwantedtosaythankyou"

Me:"fornto"

Him:"beinghereformeandmykids...especiallyata

timelikethis"

Me:"sho"

Him:"babyIneedyoutocooperatewithmehere,go

toJo'burgstaywiththemawhilelongeratLuke's

housecozIdon'tknownobaabazokuyaphakum

nah"

Me:"IvoriswaitingdownstairssoIhavetogo"

Him:"canItrustyou"?



Me:"Idon'tknow,whatdoyouthink"

Hecameforward

Him:"Ineedyoutodoafewthingsformeofika

kwakhoendlini..."

Me:"sure"

Iknowndiyatyhafisashamebuthey,Ididn'twanna

leavehimokay.Ididn'ttrustthathe'llbefine...most

ofallIknowIdidn'twannaloosehim.

Iturnedtowalkaway...Butthen,Icouldn't.Iwalked

rightintohisarmsandhuggedhim

Me:"youbetternotdieinthisbloodywary'allare

doing"

Him:"keepmeinyourprayers"



Imovedbackandkissedhim,atearescapedoneof

myeyesndasukakwakuyekengok.

Him:"keepsafeneh"

Me:"youkeepsafeNtando,foryourkidssake"

HekissedmyforeheadandIlefthim,gotinthecar

andwedrovetotheairport.MotookustoJo'burg.

Whenwelandedthedriverswerealreadywaitingin

twocars...Don'taskmewhywewouldneedtwo

cars.Anywaywedrovehomeandguesswhat?

Elizabethwasstilltherebutherfriendshadgone...

Thekidsjoinedtheothers,EveandiwenttoKeri's

room

Her:"hey,you'reback!ThankGod..Iwasgetting

worried.Whydidn'tyouguyscall"?



Eve:"toomanyquestionsKeri...toomanyquestions"

Hahaha!Ijustfloppedonherbedonmystomach

andEvefollowed,weblockedeverythingout.

Keri:"areyouguysokay"?

Me:"yeah...Justgiveusaminute"

Her:"okay,i'llbeinthekitchen"

Me:"mmh"

Aftersheclosedthedoorwelookedateachother

andlaughed

Me:"whatisLizstilldoinghere"?

Her:"yoooh!She'sworsethanCapeTown"

Me:"I'mjustgratefulherfriendshaveleft.AtleastI

won'thavetogoovertoNtando'shouse"



Her:"speakingofhim...Whatsthelatest"?

Me:"I'msupposedtocallhim,hesaidhehad

somethingformetodoforhim"

Her:"haveyoucalledhim"?

Me:"no.Idon'tthinkiwill"

Her:"ohTrina"

Me:"whatifIendangermyself"?

Her:"youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatwhenyou

flewdowntoCT"

Isatdumb.

Beastwasonsomedeepshitrightthere!

Andhewaschilledaboutit...heisalwayschilledyaz.

-

Ntando'sPOV



BackinCT

Aftertheyleft,Idrovemyselftothewarehouse

whereImetwithmyteam.Yanganeededtobeput

inplace...Ohbytheway,YangaisbraKilla'ssonand

soithinkhewasavenginghisfather'sdeath

ngalentobutthatdon'tmeanI'mgonnatakeitsitting

down.Amanfightsforhisownsurvivaloutchea.

Gudda:"ta...IaskedMxotodigandthisiswhathe

found"

Itookthedocuments...Okay,withallofthisiknewi

couldhavetheupperhandonthiswholesituation.

Wedidabriefingandproperplanninguntillate...i

sentoneoftheguystogobuyfoodaswepolished

anddustedoffthetools.Myadrenalinewashigh...

Ithasbeenalongtimesincewe'vebeeninablood

war,don'tmindKilla.Thatwasjustplay.Ididn'teven

putmuchintothatotherthansavingS'bongile.



X:"grootman,itstime"

Me:"nityile"?

X:"ewebra"

Me:"sure"

Hewenttogathereveryone,weprayedandloaded

thecars...itwaspastelevenatnight.Theonlytime

torevealthebeastsinus.IdrovewithX(cozididn't

reallytrusthimiwantedtotesthisloyaltytonight)

thenitookBonganiwhogoesbythenameBullet.

Marctookthreemen,Rangertookhisownthreeand

therestleftwithGudda.

IreachedYanga'sapartment,openedthefrontdoor

andwalkedin...Iwentstraighttohisroomand

foundhimasleepwithtwogirls...Xhadaninjection

thatcontainedfluidthatwillmakeYangafallinto

thisdeepsleepsoiinstructedhimtoinjecthimand

hedidwithoutsecondthoughts



Me:"Bullet,carryhimtothetrunk"

Him:"roger"

AshecarriedYangaoffthebed,oneofthegirlswoke

up,BulletjusttookYangadowntothecar

Her:"ohmygosh...Whatsgoingon?Yanga?Where

areyoutakinghim?DammitanswermeorI'mgonna

screamandwakeuptheneighbors"

Me:"Athenkosiright"?

Her:"howdoyouknowmyname?Whothefuckare

you"?

Me:"whoamIshouldbetheleastofyourconcerns

rightnow...Cummonwakeyourfriendupandget

dressed.Wedon'thavethewholenight"

Her:"jyisbefokasjydinkekgaansaammetjulle"



Ilookedather...Xwasbusycollecting

valuables,phones,tabs,laptopsandeverythingon

paperfromdrawersandundermatrass.

Me:"iwontrepeatmyself"

Waphakamaandwokeupherfriend,theygot

dressedandwedrovebacktothewarehouse.The

otherswerenotbackyetsothesetwohadtodoall

thework

Me:"Bullet"

Him:"Shota"

Me:"bringthechairs"

Hebroughtmethreechairswiththeelectrocuted

hatsandstrapstokeeponeononeplace.



Me:"X...qalangoYanga"

Him:"roger"

HestrappedYangainhisseat...Ipositionedthegirls

ashortdistancefromhim,facinghimthenXalso

strappedthemwhiletheywerecoveredinbrown

paperbag.

Marc'O'PoloreturnedwithYanga'syoungest

brother...theoneheusedorrathersenttoburndown

mymother'shouse,alongwithhisfriendswho

helpedhim.

Me:"thisisgonnabealongnight,Bulletbringmore

chairsandsetthemaroundthisniqqa"

Rangercamebackwithfourgangmembers,they

alsogotinlinethenGuddacamewiththebaby

momma,herthugbrothersandasurprise:vChuma!

Allweresetinposition



Gudda:"ihaveasurpriseguest"

Me:"idontlikesurprises"

Hepointedtowardsachair

IremovedChuma'sbrownbagandsmiledather...

Me:"mmh...whatdowehavehere"

Her:"babyplease...Ididn'tdoanything"

Him:"Chuma...wow.Iunderestimatedyouyaz.Guess

itstruewhattheysay,leavesdontfallfarfromits

trees"

Her:"Ntandoplease...whatsallthis?Whyami

chainedonthisstupidchair"?

Him:"ssssh!Ntandowasstabbedremember?He's

homerestingkenana,butBeastisaround"

Her:"Ntandoplease..."

Him:"don'tworry,you'llloveBeast"



Ilookedattheguys...

Me:"welldone.Youcangoandhaverestnow"

Them:"sureta"

Wewalkedout,lockedandwenttorest....

Kusazonuka!
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Ntando'sPOV

WhenIreachedthehouseIwentthroughthestuff

wegotfromYanga'scrib...mxmpastfourinthe

morningIjustgotboredandwentbacktothe

warehouse.

IopenedupYangaandhewasstilldrowsysoItook

abucketofcoldwaterandsplasheditonhisfacehe

immediatelycametoattention



Me:"goodmorningfella"

Him:"taBeast...Wha-"

Hewriggledhimselffromhischairinvain...Itooka

chairandsatinfrontofhimnexttohisbrother

Me:"So....Youdecidedtofightyourfathersbattles

huh"

Him:"taBeastbra...Please.Justletmego,Ididn'tdo

anything"

Me:"pityyouneverlistenedwhenyourdadtoldyou

thisworldisdangerous...Ifyouhadn'tlistenedtou

Chumayouwouldn'tbehererightnow"

IheardChumamumblingsomethingsoIgotupand

wenttoher



Me:"heysweety...There'syourbrother.Lonto

niyafana"

Her:"Ntandodon'tdothis"

Me:"ndiyezaMyanganantwana...khawmendiqale

apha"

Ipulledmytablewitheverysortoftoolandsatin

frontofher

Me:"youknow,anythingwithfiresmellofyourname"

Her:"Iwasn'tinvolvedwhentheyburntdownyour

momshouse"

Me:"oh,butyouknowtheyburntitdown...howtypical.

Anyway...Canwegoback?Lemmetakeyoudown

memorylane"

Ipluggedtheextensiontoasocketnearbyandtook

theremotecontrol



Me:"thisishowwe'regonnadothis,I'llaska

questionandyouanswerhonestly...OrIsayafact

andallyouhavetosayistrueorfalse.Gotit"?

Shenod

Me:"I'mgladweunderstandeachothercozthere'll

beconsequencesifyoudecidetolietome"

Itakemypliersandlookather...thenIswitchedon

theelectrocutedchairanditdrizzledthehelloutta

her:vIcouldseeshewasshaken

Me:"sorryaboutthat,wasjustcheckingbaiyaspana

nah.Anyway,usakhumbulauyotshisaikitchila

kwamndingekho"?

Her:"yes"

Me:"mh...soitssafetosaythatyouknewwhatyou

weredoing"



Her:"Ntandolook,Iwashurtokay?Iwan-"

Iturnedonthechair...thechairelectrocutesfromthe

headdownanditsverypainful.After30secondsI

switcheditoff

Me:"cooperateChuma.Cooperatenontombi"

Yanga:"taBeastbrastopthisshit!Thisshitcould

messwithherminduyayaznawelontowhatwillyou

tellyourson?Huh"?

Me:"myson?Ihaveason?Withwho"?

Yanga:"areyouinsane?YouhaveasonnoChuma

manfuckthisshit"!

Me:"maybeIlostmymemorymfethu"

Chuma:"sonowyou'veforgottenyourownson?I

knowyou'reathugbutIdidn'tthinkyou'dbethis

cruel...tonotevenregardyourownfleshandblood"

Ilookedatbothofthemandlaughed...



Me:"youguysmustbetakingaboutNtando...Moving

on.SoChumayousayyouhadintensionshuh"?

Her:"yes"

Me:"tokillmygirlfriendandmyunbornson"?

Her:"Ijustwantedtosc-"

Iturnedthechaironagain...for2minutes

Me:"yesornobetteryet,trueorfalseneh"

Her:"You'retorturingmelikeyou'veneverlovedme

before"

Shesaidalotofthingsandmytemperwasrising...I

justtookmypliersandrippedherfootpinkieoff.

Shecriedinagony,wakingeveryoneelseup

Yanga:"fuckyouBeast!Fuckyou,you'renotman



enough!Ifyou'reamanizakumuyekeuChumajou

masêpoes"

Me:"Chuma...thatwasformyson"

Her:"fuckyouNtando!Fuckyou"

Ibentdownandremovedthesecondoneonthe

otherfoot...thatsentherjoltingupherseat.

Me:"thatwasforubaby...yourobbedheran

opportunityofbeingamother"

Whenshestartedswearingandshoweringmewith

morevulgarwordsIjustturnedonthechair,set15

minutesandwenttositinfrontofYanga.

Me:"ingathuyathethamjita"



Hespitonmyface...Igotupandwashedmyface

returnedandslappedthedemooutofhisuglyface

henosebledimmediately

Me:"soYanga.Youalsoseemtobefascinatedby

firehuh"?

Him:"fuckyoufuckingassouttamyface"

Me:"mmh...Killaleftyouwiththedirtymouth.Itsnot

cutethoughIrecommendhim..itstheleasthecould

do"

Igotupandsethischairfor20minutesasIloaded

mygunsandsharpenedmypocketknife

AftertwentyminutesIlockedthedoorsandwentto

bathendlini..WhenIcheckedmyphones,Ihad

missedcallsfrombae.Iknowshe'sworriedand

she'llprobablyactupfornotpickingupthecallsbut

hey,Ihavemoreimportantissuesonmyplateright

now...



AsIstoodundertheshowerheadIreleasedalong

breathImusthavebeenholdingfortoolong...

OhI'mgonnahaveaverylongday...

---

IcalledNtando.

Icalledthisniqqafourflippentimesandhedidn't

evenrespondkweyone?Yethe'stheonewhosaidI

mustcallhimwhenI'mhome?Uyand'qhelaqha

qwaba!

Eve:"he'snotpicking"

Me:"nope"

Her:"maybehe'sbusy"

Me:"whateverwethuEve.Let'sgotothekitchen,I'm

hungry"



WefollowedeachothertothekitchenandsawLiz

havingteawithhersister-in-lawbutwedidn'tbudge

wejustpassedandwentstraighttothekitchen

Eve:"Ifeellikesausages...andafizzydrink"

Me:"masenze,Ijustwantsomegoodfoodmtchana"

Shemadethesausages,Ibutteredthebreadand

madeGreeksaladwithfetacheesethenwetookour

foodtowhereLizandKeriwere,wegreetedthen

sahlalasatya

Keri:"yhoyouguysmustbehungry"

Eve:"mh,youhavenoidea.Sowhat'sup?Whyisshe

stillhere"?

Liz:"whydon'tyouaskmedirectlyifyouhavea

problemwithme"?



Eve:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou"

Liz:"butyou'retalkingaboutmeinmypresence"

Eve:"Elizabeth,couldyouforoncebeagood

daughterin-lawandbequietwhenyourin-lawsare

talking?Wedon'thavetoincludeyouoryourword

sisteryou'remoreofavisitorherefornow"

Liz:"KeriIdon'twannafightwithEve,pleasetalkto

her"

Eve:"noneed,I'mfineaslongasIdon'thavetosee

yourfaceineverycornerIturnto"

Waphakama

Ijustsatthereandfinishedeatingokondithecwaka.

Liz:"you'reawfullyquietTee"

Iignoresher...



Liz:"Trina"

Me:"I'mnotinthemoodokay"?

Liz:"jeeer!IthinkI'veoverstayedmywelcomehere"

Me:"yousaidit"

Ndaphakamaandwenttoputthetraysinthekitchen.

Myphonerang...

Keri:"Teeyourphoneisringing"

Me:"I'mnotavailable"

Her:"itcouldbeimportant"

Me:"justtellwhoeveritisthatI'mnotaround"

Iwashedthedishesassheansweredmyphonebut

beingKeri...shebroughtthephonetothekitchenand

putitonmyearIlookedather:oindisbelief.



Him:"baby"

Me:"erh...hi"

Him:"ubusynah"?

Me:"yeahkinda.Ugrand"

Him:"yeahndisharp"

Me:"sho"

Wakhewathula

Him:"plscallmewhenyou'renotoccupied"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Iloveyou,okay"

Me:"okay"

Iheardhimsighing...IjustgaveKerithephoneand

finishedwhatIwasdoing.Imissedhimsomuch,I



wasworriedabouthiswoundbutIdidn'twannaput

muchthoughtintohimcozmyheartwastorn

shame..Mymindwouldn'tletgoofthesituationI

leftincapeTownbutthenwhatdifferencewouldI

havemade?I'minexperiencedremember?

Butallinall,Ijustmissedhim.Stru'bob.
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WhenIwasdoneIjustwentupstairsandlayonmy

bed,IdialedNtandosincesaidIshouldcallhimback

whenI'mnotoccupied

Him:"yah"

Me:"yho,caughtyouatabadtimeIguess"

Him:"hey,uhm...Ndibusyrightnowcanyoucallme

meagainafterthirtyminutes''

Me:"sure"

Hehungup



Iwasleftstaringatthescreen...Myheadwas

throbbingverypainfully,Iwasn'treallyfeelingwell

butIdidn'twannafussaboutitcozIknewinobayile

ntokaNtandondiyishiyeisenzekakwelaKapa.I

calledSoso:

Him:"bheyibhiwam"

Me:"hey,unjani"

Him:"I'mgood...whyyousoundingdefeatedand

disappointed"?

Me:"I'mgood"

Him:"cummon,gimmesomethingbetterthanthat"

Me:"IthinkI'mtired"

Him:"thenrest...wait,don'ttellmehehashurtyou"

Me:"who?NomanSoso"

Him:"babedon'tstandupforhimifhehurtsyou"

Me:"hedidn't...IguessI'malreadywornoutyile

relationshipmtchana.Imean,IknewwhatIwas

gettingmyselfintowhenIsaidIlovedhimbut



seeinghimhurtlikethatSoso...Idon'tknowifIcan-"

Him:"Tee"

Me:"andtomakethingsworseandaznixmnaabout

beingagangstasoI'mofnohelptohim..Ifeelso

drainedanduselessyaz"

Him:"Trinalique"

Me:"mh"

Him:"listentomeverycarefullynehmyfriend"

Me:"kay"

Him:"taBeastisagangsta,wecan'trunawayfrom

that.Youontheotherhandarenot,youdidn'teven

growupintheghettoforheavenssake.Isuggest

youleavehimenzeintozakheandfocusonyourself

andyourrelationship"

Me:"SosohowdoIfocusonmy-"

Him:"mydear,listen.There'snowayI'mlettingyou

becomewhoyou'renotjusttopleaseaman.Ifta

Beastwantstobeonwarzonethenlethimbe,phaaa

kudeleeeh!Aslongasyou'reokayandsafethenndi

grandmna"



Me:"youdon'tunderstandyazmyfriend"

Him:"Iunderstandverywell.Justtakeadeepbreath"

Iwipedmytearsandtookadeepbreath.

NowIknowwhycalledSoso...He'salwaysonthe

lookoutformyinterestlikeallmysiblings.

Me:"thanksntwana"

Him:"let'sdolatelunchngomso,I'llcheeryouup"

Me:"you'reinJozi"?

Him:"nondizokuzangomsondikhaphaitaima"

Me:"okaysure,I'llawaityourcall"

Him:"loveyou,keepyourheadhighneh"

Me:"thankslovie"

Wehungup.



AftertalkingtoSosoIjustlaytherethinking..IthinkI

musthavedozedoffforafewminutescondivuke

sêkukhouSinoinmyroomLolshewasjustsmiling

atme

Me:"heey"

Her:"areyousickma"?

Me:"sick?Nobabaywhy"?

Her:"grannysaysonlysickpeopleareallowedto

sleepduringtheday"

Me:"oh...noI'mjusttiredthat'sallnana"

Her:"ooh,butyouarefineneh"?

Me:"I'mveryfine.Urightwena"?

Her:"I'mfinetoo...Ijustmissumakhulumnamama"

Me:"aawbaby,comegimmeahug"

Isatupandwehugged



Her:"canwecallher"?

Me:"Idon'thavehernumber"

Her:"canwecalldaddy"?

Me:"daddyisbusymylove"

Her:"Iwon'ttakelong,ndizocelanjeinumberthen

ndibekeiphone"

Me:"mmkay"

IdialedhisphonendamnikathenIwenttothe

bathroom...AsozendiziphoxisengoNtandomna

Him:"S'bongilebendthecallmeafterthi-"

Her:"andinguyeI'msorrydaddy"

Him:"ohThando?Yintonngxakiprincess"

Her:"akhongxakibendfunainumberkamakhuluqha"

Him:"oh..iseverythingokay"?

Her:"yesdaddy"



Him:"okay...I'llforwardthenumberngok-ngok"

Her:"okayenkosi...daddy"?

Him:"babygirl"?

Her:"I'msorryifIdisturbedyou,umamaebetshiloba

ubusy"

Him:"akhongxakimntanam,nikaumamakhoiphone

kengok"

Her:"umamausebathroom"

Him:"okay,nisahlelikak'hlenomamakho"

Her:"ewebutIthinkshe'ssickkodwauthiakaguli

yena"

Him:"whydoyouthinkshe'ssick"?

Her:"okoebelelenamhlanje"

Him:"mmh,didyoutalktohercozImeanshecould

betirednje"

Her:"utshilonayebutumakhulualwayssaysonly

sickpeopleareallowedtosleepemini"



Hechuckled.

Sinogrewupsofast...izintoazithethayoevennow

zindalakunengqondoyakhe.

Him:"okaykeIgottagonow"

Her:"ngayilibalinumber...ohnankumamaebuya"

Thenshepassedmethephone,Isawthatusekhona

ndasabela

Me:"hi"

Him:"usharp"?

Me:"I'mgoodwhat'sup"

Him:"Sinoreckonsyou'renotfeelingfine"

Me:"hayndigrandmna"

Him:"usure"?



Me:"I'msurefondin"

Him:"sharp,I'llforwardthenumberayfunayo"

Me:"sho"

Hehungup.

Thenhesentthenumber,IgaveSinondamshiya

ethethanomakhuluwakheIwenttolookforoneof

mysistersnjejusttogetsomepositivevibes,

ndafikakukhouLizzyeloungesoIturnedand

walkedbackcozIreallydidn'tneedherattitude

ngoku.Notnow.Nottoday.

Her:"Tee,doyouhaveaminute"?

Me:"no"

Her:"please.Ineedtospeaktoyou,alone"

Isighedandturnedbackndahlalaphantsi...Tosay

myheadwasthrobbingwasanunderstatement.It

feltlikeitscrackinginhalf.



Me:"okay,what'sup"

Her:"Iuhm,Iwannaapologizetoyou"

Me:"forwhat"?

Her:"firstletmeadmit,Istilldohaveacrushonyour

man..."

Lolndahleka:vseriously?

Her:"butitsharmless.Iwouldneverbewith

him,believeme"

Me:"sure"

Her:"look,Idon'tlikethetensionbetweenusand

nowitisspreadingthroughouttheentirefamily.I

knowsomefamilymembersjusttolerateme

becauseofMarcusbutyouandEveweretheonly

peopleIfeltclosewith"



Iwasliketotallyconfused.

Whatisshesaying?Whatdoesshewant?

Ijustwaited...maybeuzodeathethe

Her:"IknowIsteppedoutoflineregardingyour

relationshipandeverythingelse,includingafteryour

parentsdeath"

Isighed...again:v

Me:"wellIshouldthankyoufirst,youhelpedmeina

way.Somethingsyousaidwererelevantandafter

youpointedthemout,Icorrectedthemandtightened

thosethatwerealreadyintact"

Her:"oh..."

Me:"andIthinkifyoureallyaresorryyoushouldcall

Evetoo...andKerisinceshe'shere"

Her:"Iwill,IjustwantedtoapologizetoyoufirstcozI

knowyouaregoingthroughadifficulttimewithyour



manbeingstabbedandallthatstuff"

Me:"mmkay.Thanks"

Ndaphakama

Her:"soI'mforgiven"?

Me:"justcalltherestofthegirlsLiz"

Her:"fairenough"

Ndamshiya.
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Iwasn'tfeelingwellnyhaniyaz...Mybodywas

heatingupandIwasn'tsurewhetheritstheweather

oryileheadacheorwhat?!ButbeingmeIjustkept

mycoolanddranktwoparacetamoltablets

ndayopheka,imissedthatnormality.



Evewalkedin

Her:"babygirl,we'regoing"

Me:"youandwho"?

Her:"meandBooboo"

Me:"oh,wellIwon'tsayI'msurprised,butyoushould

tellKeri"

Her:"she'sout,butI'lltexther"

Me:"sharp"

ShewentupstairsIcontinuedcookingmindingmy

ownbusiness,theycamebackdownandIkissed

Boobahamba.

Iroastedsometurkeyalongwithpotatoes,Sino

cametogivememyphone

Her:"inamama"

Me:"plschargeit"



Her:"okay,butumakhuluwantstospeaktoyou"

Me:"oh...okay...Helloma"?

Ma:"hellonontombi,unjanisisi"

Me:"ndiphililemamaunjaniwena"

Ma:"ndiphililemntanam,ndiyanicinganjesisiqha

kubabendingenayoinumberyakhonoNtando

akafumanekiefounininamhlanjeandazikutheni"

Me:"inobaubusymama,yhouSinookoekhalangawe

apha"

Ma:"oohmntanomntanam.Yintoyaniniujanuary"

Me:"nouzozaazokubonabeforeJanuary"

Ma:"phinamntanamindluyamitshilenje"

Ouch:/

Me:"ndiyivilekelonto"

Ma:"makalindenextyear,utatakheuthembisileba

uzozamaicebo"

Me:"hewillma.Ihopethiswholethingdidn'taffect



yourhealthma"

Ma:"haymntanamakhontoibad,kodwakeibinyukile

njekancinciihigh-high"

Me:"oohmama"

Ma:"don'tworryyourselfmychild,Iknowhowto

maintainmyhealthnoNtandoebengumntuozobuya

beforeXmasandisekwagqirha"

Me:"that'sagoodidea"

Ma:"ewesisi...ey,undphuzelekuOwe"

Me:"okaymama,byebye"

Ma:"byebyesisi"

Wehungup..

Iwasalmostdonecooking,ifeltsomeweird,sharp

painsonmylowerabdomen.LiketheonesIhad

whenIhadAUBandwhenIlostmybaby.

IwasabouttodishupbutforamomentIhadto

clutchthecounterforassistanceonstanding

up...yhu!Ifeltlikecryingforreal.



Keri:"mmh,smellsgood"

Iblinkedawayanytearsandsmiled,shehelpedme

dishupandthenweservedeveryone.Aswewere

eating,Lukewalkedin

Him:"Anyonehome?Hellow"?

LolIjumpedoutofmyseatandwenttohughim

beforeanyoneelse.ThenIwenttodishupforhim

ashegreetedeveryoneelseandwenttoshower

whileIwarmedhisfood

Hey,thesepainsweregrowingevenmorenow.I

collectedthedishessinceIfeltbetterwhenIwas

movingaround,thenIwenttoputmyfoodinthe

fridgeandaskedLaurentobathmykidsforme.I

wenttorunmyselfasaltedbath,thinkingmaybethe

painswillsubsideifIjustsitinwarmwater.I



undressedandgotinndakhendahlala...Closingmy

eyes,dammitthisthingwasbeyondtheusualperiod

pain.Ishedacoupleoftears:'(Itookmytimeand

eventuallygotoutofthewaterandwenttomy

room,gotdressedintracksuitsandsneakersthenI

satdownandcalledLukewhowasinthesame

housewithme:vsoundsabsurdhuh?

Him:"you'rekidding,you'recallingmeinsteadof

comingdown"?

Me:"canyou...Please...Cometomy...pleaseCome

tomyroom"

Him:"whoahwait,youokay"?

Me:"I'mfine...justcometomyroompls"

Him:"okay"

Ihungup...

Hecameinamatterofsecondsandhewasrattled

njekancinci



Him:"what'sgoingonTee?Areyoucrying"?

Me:"promiseyouwon'ttellanyone"

Him:"firsttellmewhat'sgoingon"

Me:"just...promise"

Him:"okayIpromise"

Me:"ithinkImightneedtogotothehospital"

Him:"hospital?Youdon'tlikehospitals"

Me:"Iknow....Yho"!

Itcamelikeaverysharppainpiercingthroughmy

innerwomanhoodrippingmyuterusapart!Hedidn't

sayanythinghejusthelpedmeupandwewent

downstairs,luckilynoonenoticedaswewentout

andgotinhiscar...andhedroveawaytoJo'burg

hospital.

Hetookmein,registeredandIwastakentoaward



whereadoctorexaminedmethenputmeondrip

shereckonediwasdehydratedandthenIwas

sedated.

Luu...ohman.

Hekeptonpacingupanddownthehallway,hewent

tobuycoffee,henappedinthecarbutwhenhe

couldn'tstayawayanymorehecamebackinandsat

nexttomybed.ButIwasdrugged,couldn'treally

haveaconversationwithhimrightnowandwhat

kickedhimthemostwasthathepromisedhewon't

tellanyoneandhedoesn'tnormallygoagainsthis

word.

Me:"hey,wakeup"

Ishookhimjustalittleandheshotrightupand

smiledatme,eyesreddishsincehedidn'treallysleep.

Him:"hey,howyoufeelingnow"



Me:"numb,youshouldgohome"

Him:"notbeforeIknowwhat'swrongwithyou"

Me:"mmkay"

Ikeptquiet

NurseswalkedindoingtheirroundsofbreakfastI

justlookedatmineandlookedbacktomy

brother,helaughedLolIdidn'twannaeatthatmna

Him:"youbettereatupbeforeadoctorcomesin"

Me:"butIdon-"

Adoctorwalkedinwithfilesandgreetedus.Laqala

uvalo

Her:"morning,I'mdoctorChetty.Howyoufeeling

missSmith"

Me:"better"



Luu:"canyoutellwhat'swrongdoc"?

Her:"I'mrunningsometestssir,ineedyoutoeatup

cozI'llbetestingyourbloodandurine"

Me:"butI'mnothungry"

Her:"evenifyoudrinkjuiceandeatjustthatmuffin

mydearthatwillbefine"

Me:"oh-kaythatIcando"

Her:"alright,I'llbebackinanhour"

Me:"thanksdoc"

Sheleft,IlookedatLuu

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn'tcallMarcus"

Him:"nah,evenifowantedto,he'sverybusy"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"nosweat,Ihavetogohomeandbringyou

changingclothes.Whatelsewillyouneed"?

Me:"yoghurt"



Him:"yourphones?Anyspecificitemmaybe"?

Me:"okaymyphonesandtoiletries...Idon'tknow

howlongI'llstayhere."

Him:"I'mhopingnotforlongthough"

Me:"yeahmetoo,plsaskKeritolookafterNtando's

kidsforme"

Him:"I'msureshewon'tmindsweety"

Hekissedmyforeheadandleft

Ilayonmybackandclosedmyeyes,afterafew

minutesIgotupandwalkedmyselftothebathroom.

That'swhenInotedthatIwasbleedingexcessively

yabonakengokIwasconfused...Whatthehellis

goingonwithmenow?Yeerrrr!Iwentbacktomy

bed

Aftersometimethedoctorreturnedandtooksome

tests...



Her:"I'llcallanursetocomechangeyour

bedding,afterthetestsyoucangoandbathwhile

theychangethesheets"

Me:"kay"

LuuwalkedinasIwasabouttogoandbathsoIjust

tookmythingsandaskedhimtowaitoutside,I

wasn'tsureIwantedhimtoseethisbloodybed

uzophaphazelandamaz.Iwenttobathandputon

sanitarypadsandchangedintoacleanpairof

joggingpantsalongwithsocksthenIgotinbedand

calledLuuwangenawithashoppingbag

Him:"hasthedoctorreturned"?

Me:"yeah,butshe'llcomebackagainwithtests

results"

Him:"mmkay,here'syouryoghurt"

Itookthat1Ltuboffruityoghurtndatya...



Him:"areyougonnatellhim"?

Me:"IthinkIshouldwaitfortheresults"

Him:"makessense"

Wesattherejustmakingsmalltalkthenthedoctor

cameback

Luu:"doc,whatdoyouhaveforus"?

Her:"uhm,IthinkI'dliketodiscusstheseresultsin

private"

Luuwandijonga

Me:"noitsokay,youcanspeak"

Her:"you'resure"?

Me:"yes,he'smybrother"



Her:"okay...MissSmithitlookslikeyouarehaving

anepisodeofAbnormalUterusBleeding"

Me:"Ithoughtasmuch"

Her:"butthetrickypartnowisthatyou'repregnant...

Whichputsyouandyourchildatrisk"

Icouldn'tbelievemyears.

Me:"I'mpregnant"?

Her:"yesma'am"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Okay,Luushouldn'thaveheardthatpart.

Luu:"hey,don'tstressaboutit.Okay,justfocuson

gettingbetter"

Me:"Marcsalmydonereksê"

Luu:"hysalverstaanmoenieoorhomworrynie"



Her:"sonowwehavetokeepyouforawhilecozwe

arestillrunningafewtests"

Luu:"howlongisshe"

Her:"we'renotsureasyet,wedidtheteststhrough

blood"

Luu:"okay,thanksdoc"

Shesmiledandwalkedout...NdizothinikuNtando?

Hellno!

Iclosedmyeyesandtookadeepbreath.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyI'msoirresponsibleyazLuu"

Him:"youcan'tbeatyourselfnow,what'sdoneis

done"

Ididn'twannaopenmyeyesandseethe



disappointmentwrittenalloverhisface.
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Ntando'sPOV

Inthemorningweallheadedbacktothewarehouse

thenIdividedtheteamamongstthecaptivesbut

Chuma,Yangaandhisgirlfriendwereminetodeal

with.

Me:"nowitsplaytime...Yanga,whydon'tyoutell

yourmaidwhatgotyoupeoplehere"

Her:"Yangawhathaveyoudone?Whatthehellis

goingonhere"?

Him:"babywe'llbefine.Peoplewillcomelookingfor

us,don'tworrysizophumaapha"

Her:"people?WhichpeopleYanga?Don'tyousee

bonkeabantuwhowouldhelpyouarerightherewith

you"?



Me:"youshouldlistentoher,she'ssmart"

Him:"don'tfuckentellmewhattodowithmygirl"

Islappedthelightsoutofhim.

Hisgirlscreamed.

Me:"hehnyana,watchyourtone.OrI'llsmackthe

demonoutofyou."

Her:"bhutipleaseletmego,IpromiseIwon'tsay

anythingtoanyoneIcan'tbeherenangomsoIhave

adoctorsappointment"

Me:"that'syourproblem...orwait,that'sYanga's

problem"

Him:"babysizophumaaphajustbeaLilpatient"

Me:"soYanga,Ihopeyoutieimpephoinyourballs

cozngokuuzodingaizinyanyazakhoukuzeuphume

usaphilaapha"



Him:"youdon'tknowwhoyou'remessingwith,I'm

tellingyou"

Itookasharpbladeandcuthistrousersfromthe

thighdownthenIcuthisthigh,curvingBonbothof

themhestiffenedhimselfholdingbackhistears

Me:"IhaveallthetimeintheworldandIneverreally

hadtoysasachildsoIenjoyplayinggrownuptoys.

So,areyougonnatalkoryouarejustgonnaenjoythe

torture"?

Him:"whatdoyouwantfromme"?

Itookbothhisfeetandbindthemwithwire.Itook

theaweldinggasandburntthewire...listeningtohis

agonybroughtsuchpeaceinmyheart.WhenIwas

doneIletgoofhimwhenIsawsomewhitefat

showingaroundhisanklesthenIwenttoChuma

Her:"Ntandoplease,I'mbeggingyou"



Me:"Chusta!Awyekinobamhleyaz"

Her:"pleasetorhodon'tdothis"

Isatdowninfrontofherandlookedherstraightin

theeye

Me:"I'mgonnatortureyousomuchyou'dwishyou

weren'tmybabymomma"

Her:"Ntando"

Me:"I'mwaitingforafriend,he'sgonnatakeoutyour

wombhoneyandletyoueatitraw"

Yanga:"you'rethedevilhimself"

Me:"you'reorderingyourownballsinasilverplatter

myboy"

IlookedatChumaindisgust.

Me:"uzondazinamhlanje"



Her:"I'msorr-"

Islappedherwaphumaigazingeempumlo.

Ndamshiyaandtookadrive.
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Lukesattherewithme

AllIwasthinkingiphelekudalowithirtyminutes,like

izoloeven,kodwaumntanakaNtabenididn'tbother

tocall.Namkendizomyeka.

Me:"didn'tKeriaskaboutme"

Him:"Itoldheryouhadanemergencytoleavetown"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"nowthatweknowwhat'stheproblem,Ithink

youshouldtellNtando"

Me:"Idon'twannadisturbhim"

Him:"baby,Iknowyoudon'twannatellhim,its



writtenalloveryourfacerightnow.ButI'vehadmy

fareshareofwhatsecretscandoinarelationship"

Ikeptquiet

Iknewwhathewastalkingabout.

DrChettyreturnedIsatupandwaited.

Her:"MissSmith,howyoufeeling"

Me:"asexpected.Whatsnewdoc"

Her:"asIsaidbeforethatyouandyourchildareat

higherriskwiththisAUB...Imusttellyouthatifyour

pregnancydoescarryouttosixmonths,wewillhave

todoac-sectiononyou"

Me:"sixmonths?That'sapremdoc"

Luu:"youmeanitcouldnotevengouptosix

months"?

Her:"possible...itwillbebetterthatway,cozthereare



afewotherconcernsnow.FromthetestsI'vedone

earliertoday"

Luu:"otherconcerns?Likewhat"?

Her:"fromyourfileIgatheredyoulostababy

before...youruteruswasinjuredduringthatincident

andIhavereasontobelieveitwon'tbeabletocarry

outtoninemonthsfull.Eventhesixmonthswillbea

blessing"

Luu:"docwhatdoesallofthismean"

Me:"itmeansIwon'tbeabletocarrythisbabyLuu,I

mightlooseitevenbeforeIcanholditwithmy

arms"

Her:"thatisthesadrealitywe'refacingrightnow...

Andbecauseofthat,wecan'tdischargeyouyet.We'll

havetokeepyouundersupervisionandseeall

possibilitiesofassistance"

Iclosedmyeyes.

NowthatChumabitchhadtopay!Ifitwasn'tforher

Iwouldn'tbeinthisshitrightnow.



Me:"thanksdoc"

Shesignedsomethingandcheckedmydripthen

left...Ikeptmyeyesclosed.

Luu:"I'llleaveyoutorest"

Me:"thanks"

Hewalkedout.

ItookmyphoneandcalledNtandocozIknewhe'll

findoutanywaysobetteryethefindsoutfromme

Him:"S'bongile"

YazuNtandouvelenjeawenzeupheletu

umdla,ngokubendingenawoatallbutshameindlela

yakheyosabelaiphonemvanje:/



Me:"heyuhm,IhopeI'mnotdisturbingyou"

Him:"I'monmywaytothewarehouse.What'sup"

Me:"Ineedtotalktoyouwhenyouhavetime"

Him:"siyathethanjengoku"

Me:"thisisquiteimportantbabendcelanjewhenyou

havetimeundifounelesithethe"

Him:"ifizofunandizeeJo'burglentoiimportantthen

nowisnottherighttimekeuyaznjelonto"

Me:"IneversaidizaeJo'burgI'mjustaskingfora

fewminutesofyourtimethat'sall"

Him:"I'mjustputtingitoutthereandithiutshonam"

Me:"kay"

Him:"sharp"

Ihungup.

WhatwasIexpectingkanene?
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Ntando'sPOV

IjusttookadriveandcamebackwithLarry,my

friend.

Me:"LaChusta!MeetLarry,he'sthesurgeonIwas

tellingyouabout.Larryhere'sapatient"

Her:"you'reapigNtando"!

Shetriedspittingonme,Iwasadistanceawayfrom

her.

Me:"makeyourselfathomeLarry"

Him:"sharp"

Heopenedhisbriefcaseandsethistoolspolishing

them...Hewasn'treallygonnatakeoutherwombI

justwantedanswersfromhersoIjustpulledachair



andcrossedmylegsrightacrossher

Me:"so,isthereanythingyou'dliketotellme"?

Her:"whatwillyoutellourson?Uzobuzaumamakhe

uzothinikuye"?

Me:"that'snottheanswerI'mlookingfor...ormaybe

youneedaLilmotivation?Larryhowfarareyou"?

Him:"almostdone"

Her:"okayokay,plswaitI'lltellyouwhateveryouneed

toknow.Please,justdon'thurtmeanymorethanyou

alreadyhave"

Me:"I'mwaiting"

Her:"okayuhm...Ibrokeintoyourhouse,openedgas

andburntyourkitchendown,IpushedTrinadown

thestairscozbabyIknewshecametotakeyou

awayfromme.Frommyson"

Him:"goon"

Her:"Iknewshewaspregnantsotheonlywayto

havemysonastheonlyheirwastodowhatIdid,



I'msorryifIhurtyoubutIwasdoingitfor

Owentando'sfuture"

Him:"you'reunbelievable,whatkindawomanareyou?

Huh?DoyounothaveaheartChuma"?

Her:"IsaidIwassorry"

Me:"sorry?Mh,I'llshowyouwhat'ssorry"

Igotupandwenttothetable,Itookathinbladeand

walkeduptoher

Me:"sowhichpartshouldIcutfirst"?

Her:"babyplease..."

Me:"baby?Youkilledmybabyandnowyouhavethe

audacitytocallMEbaby?UmuncuyazChuma!

Udom"

Ipulledthebladeontheleftsideofherface,fromthe

templedowntothechinandasmuchasshe

screamedinpain,thebloodoozedoutlikeaspringin



thedesert.

Me:"youbetterenjoythistimeI'mspendingwithyou

honey,cozitsthelast"

Her:"Ihateyou....I...Fucken...Hateyou"

Me:"Iabhoryoubutyoualreadyknowthat"

Iducktapedherandwenttocheckouttherestofthe

gents.

Me:"Polo,dealwithChuma"

Him:"ohThankyouLord"!

Me:"Ranger,Thriller...TakeYangaandhisgirlfriend"

Her:"bhutiplease,I'mbeggingyou.Ihaveadoctors

appointmenttomorrow"

Yanga:"uyagulanawena"

Her:"I'mfuckenPREGNANTYanga!I'mpregnantand



IneedtoseemyGPtomorrowokay"?

him:"you'repregnant?when?whydidn'tyoutellme"?

her:"tellyouwhen?you'reneverhomekalokulibele

baungusthubenilookingfortrouble?kalokyouthink

you'reanOG?jongakeubuOGbakhobusifakephi

Yanga"

Me:"mmh...Nowthingsjustgotinterestinginhere

huh?Lemmeleaveyoukidstoplay,I'mdonehere"

Itookmycarkeysandleftthemthere...Iwenttothe

beachandjustsattherewatchingthewavesata

distance.
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Ilayinthatbedforthreeconsecutivedaysyetevery

timethedoctorcameinshewouldgivemenews

varyingfrombadtoworse.AndIhadnochoicebut

tojustacceptitandwaitonforthenextworsenews

-_-



OnthefourthdayLuucameinthemorning

Him:"howyoufeeling"

Me:"Iwannagohome,Ihatethisplace"

Him:"justfocusongettingbetter,soonI'msurethey'll

dischargeyou"

Me:"howdoIfocusongettingbetterwheneachand

everytimethedoctorwalksinshetellsmemorebad

news"?

Hetouchedmyhandandsmiled

Him:"Ihavetotelleveryoneathome,wecan'tkeep

thisasecretforlong.Ihopeyouunderstand"

Me:"Ireallydon'tcareanymorewethuLuu"

Him:"youhaveafamilyTee,andyoumustknowthat

youhaveourfullsupportatalltimes"



Me:"bringmethekidswhenyoucomeback"

Him:"sure,nothingelse"?

Me:"marshmallows,roastedpls"

Him:"nomeatoryoghurt"?

Me:"nah,Idon'tfeellikeeatingmeatatall"

Him:"fruit"

YhouLukeBawo!

Me:"Luu,plsstopstressing"

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"itscool,I'mnotdying...I'mjustinahospitalbed"

Hekissedmyforeheadandleft.

Ilaythere...Iwasn'tgonnacallNtandoagain.I'min

nomoodyophoxwamnasowheneverhehasthe

chancehewillcallme.



.

.

Thedoctorreturned

Her:"feelinganybetter"?

Me:"justtired,Imeanttoaskyousomething"

Her:"okay,whatisit"?

Me:"yousaidmyuteruswasinjured,butdoesn'ta

childgrowinthewomb"?

Shetookadeepbreathandcamecloser...

Her:"missSmith,Ihaveyourbestinterestsatheart,I

wannahelpyou.AndrightnowIcametotellyouthat

youmightneedtodoascan,wesuspectthatyour

babyisgrowinginatubeinsteadofthewomb"



Myjawdropped!

Me:"nowI'vehearsitall!

Her:"we'renotsureyet,that'swhywehavetotake

youtothescanandbesure"

Likereally?

What'snext?I'llhavetogotoTheatreandremove

thefeotuscozakhontoinokhulakwitubeunlessyi

cancer!

Her:"I'msorry"

Me:"itscool"

Her:"anursewillcomeandrefillyourdripinafew

minutes"

Me:"thanks"



Sheleft.

Icried.Alot.Icried,myheartout...Ididn'thave

strengthanymore,likeI'vehadit.
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AgainItriedNtandowithoutanysuccesssoIgave

himhisspace...maybeheneededit.

LuubroughtSinoandherbrother,Keriandher

son...apparentlyLizhadleftbutEvewastoldshe

wasgonnacomelater,onepersontheydidn'ttell

wasMarcus.Kerionlysaidafewwordsbutshe

spentalotoftimeinthedoctorsoffice

Owe:"sisiutheni"?

Me:"I'mnotfeelingwellboy"

Sino:"butngalaminimamayousaidyou'reokay"

Owe:"ohSino,khayekeuthethaipasttensenawe"



Me:"Owe,ha.a"

Owe:"unjenauSinosisi,phofuyamaznawe"

Sinolayherheadonme,Owejustsatnexttome...I

wasbleedinginside.MyheartwasshatteredthatI

mightnotbeabletohavemyownchild.Ever.

Me:"uhmguys,Ineedtorest"

Luu:"comedownguys,let'sgivemamaatimetorest"

Theykissedmeonbothcheeksthengotoffthebed

Luu:"we'llcomebacklater"

Me:"thanks"

Hehuggedmeandleft.



...

Istayedatthehospitalfortwoweeksthenwas

discharged.EveandKericametofetchme,shewas

evensupposedtohavereturnedbacktoher

husbandbutshecouldn't.Becauseofme.

WhenIwasdischargedatleastthepainsand

excessiveexternalbleedingbleedinghad

stopped,butanywayIhadtotakethingsslowand

easyndicingelanenesiqusam.

Fortunately,thebabywasinthewomb...notthetube

soasyettherewasnoneedforoperations.

Iranmyselfabathandsoakedmyselfinthereand

cried...ThenIheardaknock

Me:"itsopen"



Evewalkedinandsatonthetoiletseat,shelooked

likeshewasalsocrying

Me:"youwerecrying"

Her:"I'mworriedaboutyou"

Me:"I'llbefine.Iuhm,Ineedafavorfromyou"

Her:"okay"

Me:"Ikindafoundoutthatthere'sapossibilitymy

dadcouldbeaconvict...soI'dlikeyoutoaccompany

metovisithim"

Her:"oh-kay,nopro'm.When"?

Me:"itwillhavetobethisweekbutI'llcallMrsTitus

first"

Her:"areyouyou'llbeabletohandlewhateverthe

outcomes"?

Me:"Idon'thaveachoiceEve"

Her:"whatdoyoumeanyoudon'thaveachoice?

We'rehere,we'refamilyandwesupporteachother"



Me:"untilwhen?InafewweekstimeLuuisgetting

marriedhedoesn'tknowhe'sreallastname.Only

Marcknowshe'srealfamilybutthathasn'tchanged

anything,hestilllovesuslikehisbiologicalsiblings"

Shewipedatearaway...

Her:"I'msorry...Ijust...Ifoundmyownbiological

parentsevenbeforewewentforthekitchenparty

andtheywantnothingtodowithme"

Me:"what?Why"?

Shechuckled...

Her:"theysaidtheywereintheirrightmindswhen

theygavemeupforadoptionsoImustn'tcomeand

ruintheirlivesblahblahblah"

Me:"I'msorry"

Her:"itsokay"

Me:"Ireallyam,atleastyougottoseethem...nowyou



moveonwithlife,andlikeyousaidwe'reafamily

already"

Her:"yeah.Enoughaboutme,backtoyou.I'llcome

withyou"

Me:"thankshey"

Igotoutofthewaterandwrappedacleantowel

aroundmybodythenIdrainedthewaterandwe

followedeachothertomyroom,wesatnexttoeach

otherwatchingourselvesinthemirror

Her:"didyoutellhim"

Me:"he'sbusy"

Her:"sohedoesn'tknow"

Me:"no"

Her:"hedoesn'tknowthatyouwereinhospitalfora

longtime"

Me:"Idon'tknow,butIdidn'ttellhim"



Her:"yho"

Wejustsatthere,whenIgottiredIjustgotupand

gotdressed...ThenSinocamerunningwithmy

phone:/Idon'tknowifunantonikuye

Her:"daddywantstospeaktoyou"

Me:"thankssisi...hello"

Him:"hey...unjani"

Me:"I'mokay,wena"?

Him:"I'mgood.PleasepackforthekidsI'mcoming

over,takingthemtoDurbannomakhuluwabo"

Me:"sure"

Him:"thanks"

Me:"sharp"

Hehungup.

IlookedatthephoneanthenaskedEvetohelpme



aswewenttopackforthesekids.Then

ndabanxibisaandtheywenttowaitdownstairs

Mnandabuyelaeroominyamndangqengqa,Iwasn't

reallyhungrybutIhadmyyoghurtandtwobananas

nexttomybed,Evehadbroughtmechocolatesoas

IlaythereIjusttookapieceandsavoredthe

taste,closedmyeyesandforgotabouteverything

andeveryone.

Myphonerang...Lwandiso

Me:"hello"

Him:"hey,usharp"

Me:"kesharpyou"

Him:"kesharp...Youknowyoustoodmeup?"

Me:"when"?

Him:"uyagula!Twoweeksagowhenwewere

supposedtohavelatelunch,ndakufounela



ndancamandancama"

Me:"I'msorryman,Iwasjutpreoccupied"

Him:"mmh...usureurightnafondin,I'mgettingweird

vibesfromyourightnow"

Me:"ndisharpntwanaI'mjusttiredIguess"

Him:"heyhaysanandiyakrokrakuloforevertired

wakhomandiphindendizaphomosungatshonje"

Ismiled...

Me:"uzandphathelantonixauzayo"

Him:"uyayaz...uzohlekanobaawfuni"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"khawrestekelovie"

Me:"ndizamalontomntakadad"

Him:"I'llcallyouagainintheevening"

Me:"holleratLindoforme"



Him:"nopro'm"

Wehungup...

IheardsomeonewalkingtowardsmyroomandI

justknewnguNtando.Hisscentjustfilledtheroom

andtomakethingsworse,Sinodidn'tclosethedoor

whenhadbroughtthephone,Ialsodidn'tcloseit

afterIwenttopackforthemsoIwasn'treally

surprisedwhenhejustwalkedin...withconfidence

Him:"heybeautiful"

Ifakedasmile,butdidn'tgetupfromthebed

Me:"hey"

Hesatdownnexttomeandlookednexttomy

bed...themedswerethere,thefood...

HelookedbackatmequizzicallybutIwasn'tgonna

jumpfrhim,hewillhavetoaskndizomphendula



accordingly

Him:"uhm,ugrand"?

Me:"yeah,betterthanthelasttime"

Him:"youlookpale...worneven"

Me:"hm"

Him:"ifImayask,what'sthismedicinefor?Or

ngakabani"

Me:"ngawam"

Him:"you'resick"?

Me:"Iuhm...No.Yes.Mxm.NoI'mnotsickwethu"

Him:"ndizovaeyiphikengok"

Me:"I'mnotsick"

Him:"butyouhavemedicationandyogurtsnextto

yourbedwhileeveryoneelseisdownstairs"

Iswallowedhardandjustclosedmyeyesfora

second.Thisheadachewasn'treallybudgingatall



huh.

Him:"S'bongile"?

Me:"mh"

Him:"whatareyoukeepingfromme?Ngamayeza

wantonimahnlanaxausithiawuguli"?

Hehsana!

:o

Me:"geez.IhadanotheroneofthoseAUBepisodes"

Him:"thatbleedingthing"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"had?Whenwasthat"?

Me:"pasttwoweeks...Iuhm,Iwashospitalized"

Him:"andIwasn'ttoldwhy"?

Ijuststaredathim



HowthehellamIsupposedtoanswerthat?
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Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"mh"

Him:"kuthenkungonandiyivayomnalento"

Me:"haiboNtando,whatdidyouexpecttodo?Every

timeIcalledyouubusymos"

Him:"bekunanikeungabhaliismsmaybe?Leave

WhatsAppmessageorsomething"

Me:"Ididn'tthinkitwouldcometothat,Itookyour

wordandwaitedforyoutocallmexaunechance

butIguessyouneverreallyhadone"

Wakhewathula...

Myphonerang...MakaLwandiso

Me:"hello"



Her:"hi,unjanisisi"

Me:"I'mgoodwena"

Her:"I'mgreat,thisweekendI'llbevisitingyour

father"

Me:"oh"

Her:"soifyou'reinterestedIcansendSosoandthe

PJtocomeanfetchyou"

Me:"okay...canIthinkaboutit"?

Her:"noproblem,plsgetbacktomebeforeFridayto

arrangewiththepilot"

Me:"okaythanks"

Her:"haveagoodday"

Me:"youtoo"

Wehungup

Yhoyenyekanenele,andakayaznayouNtando?

Mxm.



Him:"howyoufeelingnow"?

Me:"I'mokay"

Him:"baby"

Me:"ndirightNtando"

Him:"ndikuvilekaloksundshouta..."

Igotupandwenttothebathroomndabuyaefunda

amayezawama-_-Igotinbedagainndamlinda

Him:"sothisAUB,incedwayinton"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"Iunderstand,don'tbe"

Itookadeepbreath,lookingdownatmynails

Me:"I'mpregnant"



Helookedatmeindisbelief

Him:"you'rejoking"

Me:"Iwish"

Him:"userious?Wow!Congrats"

Hehuggedme,Ididn't...Andthatmusthavegiven

himmorequestions

Him:"you'renotashappy"?

Me:"no"

Him:"IIknowitunplannedandmaybewoyika

brotherszakhobutwe'llgetthroughthistogether,I

promise"

Me:"Imightnotcarryoutfullterm"

Him:"heh"?

Me:"myuterusgotinjuredwhenIlostJunior,the

doctorsaidImightneedanoperationwhenIreach



sixmonths...that'sifI'mblessedenoughtoeven

reachit"

Him:"yho"

Yeah

Yho!

Him:"sowhatneedstobedone,forbaatleastufike

kulesixmonths"

Me:"Idon'tknow..."

Him:"weneedtoseeagynaecologist"

Me:"mmh"

Wesatinthatsilence,Mocalledwathitheyshould

goimozuluiyatshintsha.

Him:"I'llbeback,ngomso"

Me:"kay"



Hekissedmyforehead...Andleft.

AfterheleftIgotupandsearchedformybox,the

onetheSmithsgavemebeforetheypassedon.

Iopeneditandlookedattheitemsinside,itsso

surprisingthatwhenmymompassedawayIwas

toldnoneofherrelativeswerefoundblahblahblah

butinthesepicturesIsawmymom,aBonganianda

Bonginkosiandinafewpictureswhichmusthave

beenfamilypicturesIsawayoungFaith...Sothis

couldbetrue.Hecouldbeherbrotherandmydad.

Butsurprisingly,therewasn'tonepicturewheremy

parentsweretogether...like,ukhubonemanxa

abantubethandana?Theytakepicturestogetherbut

bekungekhonenye

IclosedtheboxandputitundermybedthenIwent

downstairsandsatwithmysisters



Me:"where'smybrother"?

Eve:"eshe!Hewenttobuyfood"

Me:"buyfood"?

Keri:"she'sjokinghewenttoseehisfiance"

Me:"ooh"

Keri:"howyoufeeling"?

Me:"better"

Shewenttodishupdinnerandwemadealightyet

positiveconversation,divertingthefocusfromto

somethingelse.
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Wehadourlaughs:vrememberingthetensionwe

hadwhileLizzywashere

Keri:"guysI'msorrytojustsplashthisony'all

especiallywithTeenotbeingokay"



Eve:"whatisit"?

Keri:"tomorrowI'mreturninghome"

Eve:"yho"

Me:"itsunderstandable,you'vebeenhereforalong

timeI'msureJoemisseshissontoo"

Keri:"yeahhey,butI'llcheckuponyouguys"

Me:"don'tworryaboutuswe'llbefine,andbesides,

we'llseeyousoon"

Eve:"Luke'sweddingisaroundthecorner"

Keri:"yep,IjustwishhegetsmarriedinELibehad

enoughofLizard"

Yhosaphelayintsini!

Me:"didyoujustsayLizard?Ohgawd"

Eve:"sorrydear,he'llgetmarriedhere"

Keri:"Ithoughtso,itsmoreconvenient"



Sancokolanjeeafterwehadsupperthenwe

departedtoourrooms,Itookabathandworewarm

PJs,somehowIwascold.Igotonbed,drankthepills

andthentriedtosleep...Iwantedtoforgetabout

everything.Buthowdoyou?

AsIwasdriftingoff...Ntandocalled:'(Iwasn'treally

inthemoodsoIjustputthephoneonsilentndalala.

Iknewhe'salsoworriedoruzobeecelaamaxolo

maybe,fornotbeingtherebutheyI'moverit.I'vegot

biggerfishtofry.

AfewminutespastmidnightIjoltedupandclutched

mylowerabdomeninpain...dammitIsweargivena

chanceandascissorI'dremovethisshitifIcould.

Iyandbulalastraight!

Asthepainwasslowlysubsidingmyphonewas

vibratingunderthesecondpillowonmybed,Ipicked

itup...MaybeIwantedtobecomfortedandazbutI

didn'tevencheckwho'sthecaller,theinstincttold



menguNtandophof

Me:"mh"?

Him:"I'msorryifIwokeyouup"

Me:"hm"

Him:"hey,usharp"?

Itookadeepbreath,noItooktwodeepbreaths.

Me:"yeah"

Him:"ndcelaundenzeleifavor"

Me:"eyintoni"?

Him:"obuyakwamndcelasiyeendlinisobabini"

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea"

Him:"haibofondin"

Me:"babypls"

Him:"butI'mtryingherewhycan'tyouju-"



Me:"Ntando"!!!!!

Him:"heh"?

Itookamoment...

Him:"heh"?

Me:"Iunderstandwhatyou'redoingbutplease,

okwangokundcelaubalaphaekhaya.Pls"

Him:"kengokndizokwazelaphimnaxaudingainto?

Xauphindeawabikhoright?"

Me:"undazelephingokubabendingekhorightkanti"?

Him:"kalokngokundifunaubahandson

ndingalindeliphonecall,Iwannabethereforyou"

Me:"whathappenswhenyougetacallfromCT

kufunekeuhamberightatthemiddleofthenight?

WhathappenswhenyouhavedeliveriesinSoweto?

Uhambeiminiyonke"?

Him:"butayizosincedangantolentoyobaubekude

kunam"



Me:"izondincedamna"

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"

Him:"kuthenngathiawfunindibeinvolvedkule

pregnancynje"?

Me:"Iwouldn'tknowkemtchanam"

Him:"okay"

Wathicwaka:/

Me:"canIhangupnow"?

Him:"goodnight"

Me:"itsalmostmorning"

ThenIhungup.

Icoveredmyheadndalala



Wokeupthefollowingmorningandtookabath,then

IworecleanPJsandwenttomakebreakfastfor

myself.IsatthereeatingmyAllBranflakeswith

slicedbananasandfruityoghurtthenIdrankmypills

andwenttositbythepoolsidephofndiyagodolabut

Ineededfreshair.ThepoolisatthebackyardsoI

couldn'treallyhearnorseeanythingfromthefront

houseandIdidn'tevenbringmyphoneskodwa

ndithendisahlelindabonasesithigqiuNtando,yho

bendingamfunikenamhlanjeafterourphonecall

bendingenamdlawakhemna

HecameandsatonthesameseatIwason.Wakhe

wathicwaka,Ididn'tevenmindhimndivele

ndazithulelanam.

Him:"howyoufeeling"?

Me:"good"

Him:"ImissyouyazS'bongile"



Ndathula...

Him:"baby"

me:"hm''?

Him:"Iamsorryfornotbeingtherewhenyouneeded

me"

Me:"ndikuxolelefondincanwemoveonfromthis"

Him:"sizoyaninikwagqirhake"

Me:"andiyaz,butnotnow"

Him:"what'sstoppingusnow?We'rebothhere

asenzinto"

Me:"maslindetwoweekscozndisandonikwa

treatmentandIcan'treallypumpmyselfngepilisi

oko"

Weweresilent

I'msurehecouldsensethatmyheartisinpieces:'(



Him:"kuzodekuberightsthandwasam"

Me:"niniNtando?Kuzobarightnini?Whymnafuneka

yonkeintosolokondiyisokolela?GuessIdon'treally

deservetobehappymos"

Him:"suthethakanjenaS'bongile"

Me:"ndidikiwemnakusugarcoaterinyani!Weboth

knowthisisthetruth,Idon'tjustgetthingslike

everyoneelseIhavetosufferforthemsothisisno

different"

Heturnedmyfacesajongana

Me:"what"?

Him:"youneedtogetthatgarbageoutofyour

head,awsokoli.Awsozeusokolefuthibabexakus-"

Me:"saveitNtando!Youdon'tknowhalfofwhat

you'retalkingabout"

Him:"IknowId-"

Me:"thenthulababe.Suthetha"



Wathula,Imovedclosertohimandleanedmyhead

onhisshoulder.
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Sakhesahlalainsilence...

Akhouthethanomnye

ThenEvecametowardsus:

Her:"morning"

Me:"Hey,sup"

Her:"youhaveamessage...soundedurgent"

Me:"thanks"

Shehandedmemyphone,sixmissedcallsfrom

Faith-_-Icalledherback



Her:"hellosisi,I'vebeencallingyou"

Me:"Isee,yintonngxaki"

Her:"Iwantedtotellyouthatwemightnotneedto

goalltheway,yourfatherwastransferedtoaprison

thatside"

Me:"thisside"?

Her:"yes.SoI'lljustcomeoverFridayeveningthen

we'llmeettogetheronSaturday,ifyou'restillcoming

along"

Me:"sure"

Her:"okay...Uhm,areyouokay?Yousoundvery

down"

Me:"I'mfinedon'tmindme"

Her:"areyousure"

Me:"yesI'mfine"

Her:"okayke.Willtalksoon"

Me:"sharp"



Ihungupanddecidedtogoinside

Me:"masyendlini"

Him:"sure"

Wewalkedinsilence.

WefollowedeachothersafikauKerisehamba

ezothathwangumyeniwakheandEveandBooboo

werealsolookingabitontheroad...soweall

huggedKeriandherFAMastheyleftkwashiyekau

Eve

Her:"wouldyoumindifIgooutforanhourortwo"?

Me:"uyaphi"?

Bae:"shewon'tmind,takeasmuchtimeasyouneed"

Ijustlookedatherwaitingfortheresponse



Her:"LDistakingustolunch,hemisseshisson"

Me:"andhisgirlfriend"

Her:"somethinglikethat"

Me:"ononecondition"

Her:"don'tmentionit,I'llmakesureIbringit"

IkissedBooandtheyleft...Phew!Okay...sowhat

now?

Me:"haveyoueaten"?

Him:"hayndigrand"

Me:"I'mmakingmyselfafruitsmoothiesoIcan

makeyouafastbreakfast,Idon'tmind"

Him:"babekhaw'hlalephantsi"

Oh



Isatonthecouchnexttohim...

Him:"I'mnothungryokay,Ijustwannamakesure

youareokay"

Me:"ndisharpmna"

Him:"that'swhatyousaidonthephonewhensino

saidawkhoright"

Me:"that'sdifferent"

Him:"how?OrnangokuS'bongileusenzalentoyakho

yozenzaibossethile?Playingsomestupidstarring

kwintothatyouknowyouhavenocontrolover"?

Oh-kay...hewasgettingangryandazwhy:/

Me:"that'sabitharshkodwababe"

him:"harsh?Doyouevenknowhowthatwordis

spelt?ForheavenssakeS'bongilewhenwillyou

learn?kulerelationshipI'mtheman!maybe

andibonakalithat'swhyuzenzelaizintobutyonke



lontoiyaphelanamhlanje"

Me:"don'traiseyourvoiceatme"

Him:"I'llraiseitifIhavetocozxakuthethwanawein

alowunderstandingtoneawuva"

Me:"haykalokungakulingenaweuzondenzelainoise

eunnecessaryekhaya.Tchin"

Him:"sukuthitchin!Ayikholentouyenzayoand

awunqandeki.ikumoshilekelento"

Me:"ndenzeniNtando"?

Helookedatmewahleka...

Me:"ayiphumi?Good."

Him:"sisigezokeneso"

me:"hehsanaKhandkhwelelekendizihlalelein

peaceekhaya"

Him:"uqalaimpambano.Ndikukhwelele?Ngu

mntanamnamlonaumthweleyo,kuthenilibalekanje



lontoaphakuwe"

Me:"ifyoucarryonatthisratemntakadadthere

mightbenochildtoclaimndiyakuxelela"

Him:"baby"

Me:"don'tfuckenbabymeNtando!Uyevha?Don't

youdarebabyme.UbuphiwhenIneededyoumost?

Huh?Iwasdeadworriedngawemnauthiunenxeba

ubeusilwa,whenIhearduhlatyiweIflewdowntoyou

andyesIknowkhangeutshobutIwastherefor

you."
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Him:"S'bongileI'mherenow,andithi"?

Me:"oohbecauseuyindodagenerallynakule

relationshipngenxayokubayouhappentohavetime

formengokuI'msupposedtoblowkissesneh"?

Him:"ndizovelendikufakeimpamakupheleisigezo

esiunasocozawundimameliqhaukhuphalento

kudalauyimithi"

Me:"boniceboke"



Wathula

Iremovedmyslippersandputmyfeetuponthe

couchndabukelaiTVyangathiakekho...asIwas

watchingndavelandalila.Iwasveryupsetyaz

Icriedsilently

Him:"ndikuvuthululekwezozithubakemnakecoz

ayikhointooyililelayo"

Iignoredhim...Ican'treallyexpecthimtofeelwhat

I'mfeelingwhenevenIcan'texplainit.Igotupand

wenttothekitchenndazenzelaismoothiesam,took

ittotheloungeandsatdownsameposition

Him:"S'bongile"?

Ikeptquiet



Him:"Sibongile"!

Me:"mh"

Him:"andazwawuthathwaphiyaz!Uyaythanda

idramamfethuanditgoestoapointwhereitsnot

cuteanymoreyho"

Me:"bendthehamba"

Him:"bandingaphumaaphadon'texpectmeto

comebackwhenyoudecidetofinallyactyourage"

Ididn'tanswerhim

Iwasgoingtoanyway

Makenzelentoacingbairight

Helookedme,iwaslookingstraightahead..stoodup

andtookhiskeyswaphuma.

Ibreathedoutandrelaxed.



*Friday*

IcalledFaith...

Her:"Trina"

Me:"areyoustillcomingthisside"?

Her:"yesI'monmywayfromtheairportnow

sendfikile"

Me:"okay,plsforwardmefurtherdetails"

Her:"justpackyourIDinyourbag,I'llforwardyou

ixeshaandsendadrivertocomefetchyou"

Me:"awzanganoSosokanti"?

Her:"ndizenaye,okayndizothumelayena"

Me:"okaythanks"

Her:"seeyoutomorrow"

Me:"alright"



Wehungup

Okayfinally...Thisishappening.Ispentthatentire

daymopingaroundcoztherewasn'tmuchtodo

otherthaneatingmarshmallowsandyoghurtimini

yonke

Followingmorning,iwokeupandprepared.Soso

wazondithathaandthenwewenttofetchhismother

atsomesalonsayakulendawosiyakuyosithecwaka.

Whenwereachedourdestinationmamakhe

waphumakuqalawefollowedafewstepsbehind

her

Him:"yousureaboutthis"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"goodluck"

Me:"thanksdude"

Wehuggedsangena,weweresearchedthenFaith



saidmakungenemnakuqalasoIwalkedinand

therehewas,seatedpatientlybehindthenet

Isatdownandsuddenlymythroatrandry:o

Him:"Iguessyou'reaskingyourselfalotof

questions"

Me:"yeah...somethinglikethat"

Him:"wellI'mgladyoucame"

Me:"hopefullyI'llgetmyunendinganswers"

Him:"hopefully"

Sakhesathula...

Me:"so,whatgotyouhere"

Him:"onehugemistake"

Me:"whichis"?



Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Him:"youresembleyourmother,toomuch"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"sowhatdoyoudo"?

Me:"studying,LLB"

Him:"hm,youhaveapowerfulpersonality"

Me:"Iguess"

Helookeddown

Me:"youknowIneverthoughtIhadafather,notuntil

recently"

Him:"I'msorryfornotbeingtherewhenyougrewup"

Me:"wherewereyou"?

Him:"Iwashere...butndiyaphumasoon.I'mhoping

wecanbuildourrelationship"



Me:"that'stoomuchtoaskfor...andyouhaven'teven

toldmewhatgotyouinhere"

Him:"Ican't,I'mnotveryproudofit"

Me:"Iunderstandakhomntuoproudngobanjwa

kwakhebutyou'vegottagimmesomething?

Wenzantonithatgotyouarrestedforsomanyyears"?

Hetookadeepbreathandlookedaway...Thisman

hadnointentionofansweringmyquestionatall

Him:"I'mreallysorryyouhadtolivewiththose

people,butIknowtheygaveyouagoodlife.Onethat

Iwouldn'thaveaffordedevenifIwasthere"

Ihadalumpinmythroat...

Him:"Faithtoldmeaboutyourrelationshipwithher

son"



Me:"sheneverlikedmeonebit"

Him:"sheknewthetruthbuthadnowayoftelling

you"

Me:"ifyousayso...CanIaskyousomething"

Him:"sure"

Me:"unaboabanyeabantwana"?

Him:"yeahbutyou'retheyoungest"

Me:"dotheyknowaboutme"?

Him:"Irecentlytoldthembavuya"

Me:"oh"

Him:"jongamntanam,I'mnotaperfectman.Imade

myownmistakesinlifeandpaidforthem,whenI

comeoutofhereIwanttomakepeacewith

everyoneI'vehurtandmakealifeforallmychildren

cozthat'sallIhave"

Me:"Ihearyou"

Wathicwaka...



Him:"itsnotveryeasyforyoundiyayazi...but

kuzobangcononexttime"

Me:"Iguess...Uhm,thankyouforagreeingtoseeme.

MandinikeOoFaithichance"

Him:"nowthatundibonilendcelaunganqabi"

Me:"I'lltrynotto"

Him:"enkosisisi"

Igotupndaphuma,Faithgotin.Iwalkedout

ndayohlalanoSosophandle

Him:"howyoufeelingnow"

Me:"IthinkIdidtherightthing...yhoSosoIfeelso

lighteventhoughwedidn'ttalkmuch"

Him:"I'mproudofyou,itmustnothavebeeneasy"

Me:"itwasn't,stillisn't.Butitsoneofthosethings

yougottado"



Heopenedhisarmsandwehugged.

Icouldfinallybreath...feltlikeIhadintoentshafor

somereason.

Him:"come,I'llstickyoutoanicecream"

Me:"Aslongasits!Magnum"

HelaughedandweheadedoutFaithrightbehindus.
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WeheadedtoWimpyandheboughtmyicecream

thentheytookmehome.

Faith:"sibo,Iwantyoutoknowthatnomatterwhat

youneeddon'thesitatetocontactmeyouarefamily

now"



Ididn'tknowwhattosay....Iwasreallytakenby

surprise.Ittookmeawholeminutetoadjustto

whatshejustsaid,andtoactuallythinkshemeantit.

Yho.

Me:"enkosimakaSoso"

Her:"nowthatumbonileutatakhoiwouldliketothink

uzokwaziukuzyela"

Me:"ndizozamakodwakeit'snotreallyaneasything

todoespeciallykulandawoakuyo"

Her:"iknowmylove,giveyourselftime"

IhuggedSosothenndaphumaandwalkedinside

ekhaya,lockedthegatesandwentinside!!!Yhoheee

uYesuuyaphilanyhanicozIneverthoughtmnano

faithwouldseeeyetoeyeandevenagreeon

something.

*Threeweeksdown*



LuuandSivegotmarried,ididhalfofeverythingkula

mtshatondingedinwethiza!Butitwasaverynice

andcozeventactuallyaneveningweddingobviously

MarcwastherewithhisfriendsbutkeIwasbeyond

beingpreoccupiedtonoticeanythingoranyoneelse

butIsawNtandoatsomepointsancokolalooncoko

ibandayocozuzizelekumebuzandinjani

ndamphendulanamthenItoldhimaboutthe

doctor'sdatehepromisedtotagalongndamyeka

ke...Yaphelanjepho.Thethenewlywedsleftfor

theirhoneymooninParis

-

AfewdaysaftertheweddingIhadadoctor's

appointmenttogotosoIdrovemyself.Onmyway

thereIcalledNtandoandfunilentoingathiidont

wanthiminvolvedkulepregnancybutkwale

ayenzeyoshowsIwasrightwhenIsaidhedoesn't

havetimeforme....Hisphonerangfourtimes

beforehepickedup:



Him:"hello"

ME:"usharp"?

Him:"ndigrandwena?Areyoudriving?"

Me:"ndisharp.I'monmywaytothedocithiniinto

yakho"

Him:"yhuuu!Yazndilibele.Yhosokwenzakanjani

kengoku"

Me:"hehandiyazkemntasekhayabutIcannot

postponethisappointment,yeyonaivital"

Him:"mmmh...Okay.Ndcelundizamengegps

coordinatesxaseleufikilendizozamanakanjan

ufika"

me:"sharp"

Him:"sho"

Undibuzekesanabandiyangantonikwagirha?Nge

medicalaidkaLuukalokundiqhosheleuNtandoso

namndazixelelaandizonanazelaemvakwakhe



especiallyaboutimali.

Ireachedthedoctor'sofficeandwaitedwhileshe

attendedapatientmnandabendiearlysoIsent

NtandotheGPScoordinatesndalindaiturnyam

wheniwascalledinndavelandangenangoku

angekhoyouJojoandndazixelelabaandizobe

ndiphonelananaye

Iwastestedkealloveragainbutluckilylechap

yafikarightbeforeIwasgiventheresultsandashis

luckmayhaveitufikendingqengqekulabedalone,

thedoctorhadjustwentout

Him:"hey,IhopeI'mnotlate"

Me:"nahndilindeiresults"

Him:"ohokay"

Ndathulakemna.

Thedoctorreturnedbabulisanaheintroduced



himselfthenndanikwaiiresultszam

Doc:"everythingseemstobeingoodorderMsSmith.

Keepitatthat,plsyouknowwe'vebeenthrough

everythingthelasttimeyouwerehere"

Me:"iknow.AndI'mtryingmyutmostbest"

Doc:"itsshows,nowiwanttochallengeyouto

exercise"

me:"exercise?Yho"

Bae:"butwon'tthatendangerthebabydoc"?

Doc:"notreally,itwillhelpwiththedevelopmentpro

"

Me:"yhohaydocsana,yhu"

Doc:"youcoulddoyogaorpalates"

Imumbled

bae:"we'lltrydoc"

Shesmiledandfinishedmymedicalreportndanxiba



andw@itedformynewsubscriptionofmedsthen

wewenttopay,heofferedtopaybutIHadit

covered,ndajongwakuLuuthenisignedsaphumai

walkedtomgcar.Hefollowedrightbehindcoz

ndimbonexandingenaemotweni

Me:"thanksforcoming"

Him:"akhongxaki.Ndiyakukhumbulakodwa

sibongile"

IstoppedasIwasfasteningtheseatbelt...

Ndamjonga.

Me:"namndiyakukhumbulababeandsorryabout

thelasttime"

Him:"youfinallyrealizedthatyou'rewrong"

Me:"no,youwerewrongbutIrealizedwhatthese

stupidlilfightsdotome"



Wathula...Maybehedidn'texpectthatkinda

response.
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Afterthatndabonabasohlalakuleparkinglotumlibe

sana

Me:"ifthatwasallndcelauhamba"

Him:"uzobanechanceniniI'dliketotakeyouto

lunch"

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'mgoingtoKeri'sforXmasand

imnotsurendibuyanini"

Him:"uyahamba?ButSbongileyouknowyoucan't

befarawayfromugqirha"

Me:"I'msurebakhonanaphayaoogqirhaNtando"

Wathula...Istartedmycar



Me:"sharp"

Him:"sho"

IdrovetoSparIwascravingtheirchoc-chipcookies

ndathengazonazodwausingcreditcardthenidrove

home.

IwasbrokeAFqhakalokallmysiblingshave

familiesoftheirownsoididn'twanttobotherthem

kakhulu.Fikakwamendliniiputmyfeetupndatya

cookieszam...Ntandocalled:v

Me:"baby"

Him:"canIcomeover"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkthatwouldbeagoodidea"

Him:"butIhavetotalktoyou"

Isighed...



Me:"khumbulathelasttimeyouwerehere?Idon't

wanttofightwithyoufondin"

Him:"Idon'twanttofighttoobutIhavetoseeyou.

Please"

Me:"can'twetalkonthephone"?

Him:"ohfondini"

Ithoughthardaboutthis...

Me:"kayiza"

Him:"vulakeI'moutside"

Me:"Ishouldhaveknown.Iyafananawelonto"

Him:"khawenzekalok"

Me:"haykaloklindandisacingauphakama

ndsaphumlekamnandi"

Wahleka:v



Me:"iwonderuhlekanabani"

Him:"noboynotnawe"

Me:"uyohlalakulomotoyakhokendak'xelelamna

uzumaneukhalangooboyapha"

Him:"xolokeMrsBeast...Uyaphakamamosmntu

wam"

Me:"uyayivabandinguMrsbeastwobubhanxaphof

babe?Ohkudlaliwengam...Ngenawethu"

Hechuckledanddrovein,ileftthedooropenforhim

asIcontinuedeatingmycookieswangenaandsat

downonthesamecouchIwassittingon

Him:"khandiphe"

Me:"andicingitumntakadadifulambile

ndingakwenzelaukutyanotmycookies"



Hejustsatthereandsmiled:)

Iwenttomakehimfoodndabuyanako.Alongwith

twospoonsthensatyasobabinimakingsmall

conversationuntilwefinished

Me:"youwantedtotalk"

Him:"indityileyazlantoubuythetha"

Me:"yintonleyo?Inintsiintoendiyithethayo

ngomlomowam"

Him:"bandimowrongoinallofthis"

Me:"haha!Hayurongonyhankebabethistime

around"

Him:"kodwanaweurongo"

Me:"notthistime.Mnakhandiqaliseubarongobut

that'sallinthepastnowneh"

Him:"ijustwannaapologizekodwake"

Me:"oohhaikeapologizesthandwasamgroundye



yakho"

Him:"I'msorrybabeforeverything"

Me:"yintonieverythingnababe?"

Him:"yonkintofondin"

Me:"hayudlalilengamzikhali"

Wavelawahleka:vuhlekanipho?
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Him:"kodwababeuyandsokolisangoku".Me:"njani"?

Him:"ufunandibenditsalaizintowhilstyouknow

whyIoweyouanapology".Me:"meknowingwhy

youowemeanapologydoesn'tmeanuyayazinawe

soIwannahearitfromyourmouthbawhyuxolisa".

Wakhewathulashameumntanomntu,and

bendingazomyekatunamhlanjeuntilheknowshowI

reallyfeel.Hemovedcloserandtookbothmyhands

thenlookedstraightintomyeyes

...Him:"whenyousaidyoulovedmeIknewyou

wouldn'tcopewithmylifestylebutIdidhopethat

youwouldinawayadjusttoitbutwouldn'tletit



changeyou".IwaslisteningattentivelyandIwasn't

gonnabreakhiswordsshort:vndfunaathethe

fondin!Him:"ndiyakuthandaSbongileandiknow

nowthatyoulovemetoobutbabywehavetomake

thisworkatsomepoint.It'snolongeraboutmeand

youqhangoku,wehavetoconsiderneneeds

zomntwanakuyoyonkelentosiyenzayo".Me:"well

umntanamismyonlypriorityrightnowbaby".Him:"I

understandthatbutI'dalsoliketobepriorityyou

know?I'dalsoliketofeelimportantinyourlifeand

actuallybemorethanjustyourboyfriendyazbabe.

Me:"butyouareimportanttome,you'vealwaysbeen

importantandyouknowthatbutyoudon'treally

maketimeforme,nantsoeyonantoisixabanisayo

thinasobabini".Him:"IknowthatbabyandIdon't

wannasellfalsehopendithiIwillchangecozwe

bothknowinmylineofworkayikholonto".Me:"I

don'tthinkwearereadytobecomeparentsanytime

soon...Imeanasacouplecozkeyoualreadyhave

yourownexperienceasumzali".Him:"southiniallin

all"?Ndathula,heliftedmychinupndlookedatme

souncomfortablyIfeltchillsdownmyspinalcord.I

swallowedhardtryingmybestnottofeel



intimidated.Me:"Iwanttotakethisjourneywithyou

butIneedyourcommitmentbabe.IneedtoknowI

gotyouinmycornernomatterwhat".Hekissedme

lightlyasifbrushingmylipswithafeatherthenhe

smiled.Iblushedcozhetookmebysurprise,

honestly

Him:"nowthatI'mforgiven,areyoustillgoing"?

Me:"bendingahanjiswanguweklkntandounjani

kanti"?Him:"oohbutuzobuyanini"?Me:"ngo

Januaryformyresults".Him:"haibobabeI'm

spendingtheentirefestiveseasonwithoutyou?

Fondinkuthenndibandanjekulenaipregnancy"?

Me:"eshe.Maliniuacter?Wenzangathitwillbethe

firsttimewe'respendingthefestivalapartfromeach

other".Him:"youbetterenjoythiswholefreedom

whileitlasted".Me:"umntanamakazondibambezela

pholanana,unlessuzandibakeundithwalendibe

ngumfaziwakokwenukwezalalizakhowhilstyou're

busyheremakingmorebabies".:v.Heburstout

laughingandshookhishead...Him:"abantwana

ndizobenzaaphakuweqhakalokMrs".Me:"iintloni



ziyamncedaumntu,sonowI'msomesortof

babymakingmachineforyou?Orrathertoyou"?

Him:"ha.ababedon'ttwistmywordsthough".Loli

decidednottakeitanyfurther.Ndamyeka:vIwas

justhavingsomefunwithhim,Iwasn'tbeingserious

tundiyazazibaImeanmorethanthatkuye.
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AfterspendingthatentiredaywithhimIhadtore-

assessmydecisionskengok.TwodayslaterI

packedmyluggageforthistripbutjustonecaseI

plannedtospendNewYearwithhimbutIwantedto

surprisehimndbuyendingamxelelangagoodthing

JoehashisownPJthatwilltakemeandbringme

backhome.

WheniwasdonepackingIcalledhim

Him:"Tee"

Me:"ndiyahambakenamhlanje"

Him:"oh..Whattime"?



Me:"inanhour"

Him:"okayuphingoku"

Me:"ndsendlini"

Him:"ndiyeza"

Me:"sho"

Wehungupndalindake...WafikaIopenedthegate

forhiscarandhewalkedinwithashoppingbag,he

placeditonthecoffeetableandsatdownnextto

me...

Him:"Ididn'tthinkuzohambanyhani"

Me:"kodwaNtando"

Him:"don'tworryI'mnotheretostopyou,justto

wishyousafejourney"

Me:"thanks"

Ndaphakamacozndiyabonaasinancokoingako



ngoku,healsogotupandtookmybagthenheheld

mefrombehindandkissedmyneck,Iknewthatis

theonlyreasonhecameheresoIjustturnedand

kissedhimtoo.Wesharedthismomentofintimacy

foraminutethenIpulledoutandlookedathis

strainedface

Me:"awfunindihambeneh"

Him:"honestly,no"

Me:"IknowthatbutIalsoneedtobearoundpositive

peoplengokubabe"

Him:"I'mnotpositiveenoughforyou"

Me:"pleasedon'tmakethisharderthanitalreadyis"

Hebrushedmylipswithhisown,isuckedhiminand

wekissed.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck

standingonmytoesashisarmsembracedme

aroundthewaist,wekissedasifitsthelasttime

andIgottabehonestIwastemptedtojustcancel

thiswholething...



Me:"IwishsomehowIfeltdifferentaboutyou,

maybelovedyouless"

Him:"hayungaguliuhambababy"

Me:"butyoudon'tunderstandwhereI'mcoming

from,somethingshurtmemoreevenifanditsho...

Andrightnowleavingyoubehindhurtsmebutits

somethingIhavetodo,forMyself"

Him:"IthinkIunderstand,butndibuyelaeKapanam

akhontondizoyihlalelaaphaxaungekho"

Me:"mmkay...Khandkhaphekebabendizobalate"

Him:"mmh"

Wekissedonelasttimethenhedrovemetothe

airport.Icheckedinandwaitedformyflightthenhe

drovehimselfbackhome.

IarrivedatKeri'shomeandrestedthenresolvedto

callingtheBeast...



Him:"baby"

Me:"sthandwasam,ndihambekakuhle"

Him:"okay,unjanuJunior"

Me:"he'stired"

Him:"restanikalokfondin"

Me:"wejustwokeupnjena"

Him:"enzaezaenergyshakeszakhokalok"

Ismiled..Hereallycareskodwa.

Me:"ndizozenza...Byefornow"

Him:"loveyouboth"

Me:"weloveyoutoobaby.
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IenjoyedmytimeatKeri'shouse:D



somehowIfeltlikeaprincessresidinginapalace

andJoemademefeellikehisownlittlesister.

Aweekthere,IreceivedacallfromAmanda

Me:"friendable"

Her:"heybabe,awnqabemanuphi"

Me:"haha!Ndkhonababe,how'sthefestiveseason

holdinguponyou"

Her:"fantasticshlobosam,hehman,ndbone

indodakhoatababyshopearliertoday"

Me:"who,Ntando"?

Her:"ewe..Idon'tmeantoprybutdoeshehavea

child"

Me:"he'sgottwochomi.Agirlandaboy"

Her:"thatexplainsit..Ndaziphikalokthesemencan

besounpredictable"

Me:"wellI'mluckytohaveyouasafriend"

Her:"ohwhateverwethu,uzozaninieKapa"



Me:"nextyearIthink,I'mnotsureman"

Her:"mmkay,youbettercomekesanaIhave

somethingtosharewithyou"

Me:"mmh,whatisit?Youpreggies?Gettingmarried?

Oryougotanewjob"

Her:"I'mnotsayinganything,justcometoCTqha

wena"

Me:"ndizozababe"

Her:"okaykeenjoyyourday"

Me:"youtoosweetie"

LolIwasstupidlycuriousvha.Amandaisneverone

tobesecretivesowhynow?Movingrightalong,

afterafewmoredaysofbeingspoiltrottenfrom

spastohotellunches...IflewtotheCapeonthe

31stDecemberandIwasabitcautiouscozIknew

therewasahugepossibilityofnotfindinghimhome

butIhadtotrymyluckcozIreallywantedtospend

thedaywithhim.

OnceIlandedattheairport,IcalledIvor



Him:"MerryChristmasmadam"

Me:"merryChristmas,Ineedahugefavour"

Him:"anything"

Me:"isitpossiblethatyoucouldcomefetchmeat

theairportwithoutyourbossknowing"?

Him:"noproblemma'am,he'snotaroundatthe

momentsothatshouldn'tbeaproblem"

Me:"thankssir"

Him:"pleasure"

SoIwaitedforafewminutesthenIvorrockedup,he

helpedmewithmyluggagethenweheadedhome..

Ha!Home?That'snotreallymyhome,it'sNtando's

homeforgoodnesssake.

HehelpedmeoffloadthenIusedmykeytoopen

andIvorleftme.Ifreshenedupandgotabitwarm

thenIwenttothekitchenandcheckedoutwhatI

couldgettonibbleonbutIcouldn'tfindanythingsoi



defrostedchickenandmarinateditwhileIcooked

pastaandGreeksaladthenIroastedthemeatand

madeonemoresaladandrooibosteaasIchilled

andwaitedformymeattobedone

PastsixIheardhiscarcomingin,Iwascuddledon

thecouchwatchingromcomwithmycupnexttome

andapacketofsourgumsinmyhand.Ihearda

whistle,thenkeysatthedoor...Thenhejuststood

therethroatdry.

Me:"Surprise"

Him:"whendidyougethere?"

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor,hecametohug

meandwekissedlightlythenhepulledbackand

lookedatmeagain

Him:"ubuyelentonisosoon,IthoughtIwasgonna

seeyounextyearonly"



Me:"Iwantedtocrossoverwithyou"

Him:"wow..Xolomanbabeforquestioningyou.I'm

justshocked"

Me:"andhappyIhope"

Him:"comehere"

Imovedclosertohimandwekissed..along,slow,

deep,wetandlazykiss.

Him:"youshouldhavetoldmeuyeza,Ididntevenbuy

grocerieshere"

Me:"thenIwouldhaveruinedthesurprise"

Him:"thenwearyourshoessiyothengaukutya"

Me:"Icookedbaby"

Him:"youcooked?Babykudalaufikilemos"

Ijustsmiledandwenttodishup,hewalkedintothe

kitchenandwatchedme



Me:"sayit"

Him:"Ishouldjustmarryyou"

Me:"haha,babeit'sjustalilsurpriseandfood"

Him:"formeit'smorethanthat,youleftyourfamily

justtobewithme"

Nccooman:'(

Me:"Iwantustostartover,withhonesty,loveand

everythingthatmakessenseinbuildingagood

relationship"

Him:"thensayyes,marryme"

Ndavelandamatha.ForafewsecondsIdidn'tmove..

Hecameforwardandtookourplatestothelounge,I

followedwithglassesnedrink.Iwasneverready...

Umtshato?Really?ex
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Wesatdownndatya,hedidn't.Hewaswatchingme

okanyehewaswaitingforananswer

Me:"you'renothungry"?

Him:"ndiyakubuka"

Me:"oh...howwasyourXmas"?

Wakhewandijongawithoutsayingaword,LolIknow

itsunfairbutIwasreallyavoidingtheothertopic

Him:"ukuphethenjaniujunior"?

Me:"uyakhulaIthink"

Him:"uyaninikugqirhaagain"?

Me:"ngesevennextmonth"

Him:"uzobeuselaphamos"



Me:"erh...andiyazkebaba"

Him:"mmmh"

Hetookhisplate,satya...

*Knockknock*

Weareexchangedlooksthenhegotupandwentto

openup,Icontinuedwithmydinner.Theywalkedin..

IlookedupatRanger

Him:"Tee"

Me:"hi"

Him:"ugrand"

Me:"yahwena"

Him:"ndisharp...ta"

Ntandolookedatme...Iknewuzohamba



Him:"babendizobuyangoku"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Iwon'ttakelongIpromise"

Me:"sho"

Heranupstairs,Itookmyplatetothekitchenwent

backtofetchmymedsndaselazonaandwentto

theloungendathathaphonezam

Range:"usureugrand?Youlooktense"

Me:"ndisharp"

Itookastepforward

Him:"doesyourbrotherknowyou'rehere?Imean,he

saidyou'rewithKeriandJoelasttimeIheardofyou"



Iturnedandlookedatthisguy...

Me:"sonincokolangam"?

Him:"that'snotwhatImeant"

Me:"whatdidyoumeanke?ThatIshouldreportto

youeverytimeIdecidetocomeandseeyourboss"?

Him:"haysaniyou'reblowingthisoutofproportion"

Me:"nyhani"?

Ntandoappearedsisajongene

Him:"erh..MasambeRanger...Ugrandbabe"

Me:"ayizokwenzekakeintoyokubandihlalendodwa

obusukubonkeneh"

Him:"noandizohlala"

Me:"mmh"



IwalkedupthestaircaseandchangedintoPJs

ndangenaezingubenindalala...esdaleni

Kericalled...

Me:"sis"

Her:"hey,yousoundasleep"

Me:"yeahIthinkitsfatigue"

Her:"oh,youmustrestthen.I'llcallyoutomorrow

okay"

Me:"sure"

Wehungupndajongaixeshayabeizipasteleven

Iwenttothebathroomandcameback.Ifeltfamiliar

crampsonmystomach.IknewimmediatelythatI

neededtoseeadoctor,kwantoincincikalokfuneka

ihoyiwemedicallyifIreallywannakeepthisbaby

atleastuntilsixmonths.IchangedthePJshortsinto

longertrackpantsandworesocks,slippersne

hoodiethenIcheckedmyhandbagformydoctors-



notepadwithallmydetailsthatwillbeneeded

xandfikakwagqirhaoresibhedlele.Whenallmy

thingswereinorderItookmyphoneandcalled

Ntando..oneringthenhepickedup

Him:"babe,ndilaphaemnyango"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupndayomlindaezantsi...thesecrampswere

increasingrapidlybutItriedtobeabiggirl.Andnot

cry.

Hewalkedinandlookedatthebag...

Him:"what'swiththebag"?

Me:"Iuhm,Ineedtoseeadoctor"

Him:"you'reinpain"?

Me:"canwejustgotothehospital?Please"



Him:"okay"

Hetookmybagandmyhand,walkedmetothe

passengerseatandclosedthedoor...yaphephetheka

imotouyotshoesbhedlele.BynowIhadtotaketwo

tothreestepskhendiphumleandIcouldseehewas

worriedsick.Wegotthroughtheadmin,Igotlucky

therewasadoctoronduty,sheattendedtomeand

didallpossiblechecks

Him:"doc,what'sgoingon"?

Her:"everythinglooksfinetome,I'llgivehera

sedativetohelpherthroughtheminorpainthenshe

cangohomeandrest"

Him:"you'renotadmittingher"?

Her:"there'snoneed,butI'mgladyoubroughther

herequickly.Therecould'vebeenafewhiccups"

Him:"okay...sowejustgobackhome"?

Her:"yes,herappointmentisontheseventhright"?



Him:"yes"

Her:"noproblem"

Shegavemeaninjectionthenwetookourthings

andheadedbacktohisapartment.Iwentstraightto

bed.Hefollowed...Igotinbed,heundressedand

followedmesakhesathula.Iwasslowlydriftingoff

tothongo-land.

Him:"usharp"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"usure?Awuvapains"

Me:"no..maslalebabe"

Him:"undothusilekalok"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"don't..."

Iwasalreadysleeping...Ndirhonanorhona.Ifelthim



kissingmyforehead,Iswearmyheartmadeadimple.
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WhenIwokeupinthemorninghewasn'ttherebutI

sawabreakfasttraynexttomysideofthebed.I

firstwenttothebathroomthencamebacktocheck

messagesfrommyphonehewalkedinandcameto

kissmydrylips

Me:"owkay...whathaveIdone"?

Him:"happynewyear"

Ismiled...Okay.NowI'mbummedlawei.

Me:"happynewyear"

LolIcameallthewayheretocrossoverwithhimyet

Ididn'tevengettosaythatfirst,hebeatmetoit...the



followingmorningeven.

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"okay...Souhm,andazkeububawelaukwenza

ntoninamhlanje?Orukuyaphi"

Me:"andbawelikuyandawotu"

Him:"usure?Imean,youwannaspendtheveryfirst

dayoftheyearindoors"?

Me:"ndisure"

Him:"babeyouknowyou'restillyoungneh?Andyour

bumpisnotevenshowingyet.I'msureAmanda

wouldliketoseeyou,ifnotthenletmetakeyou

out...boat-ridingmaybe"

Ilaughedathim...almostchokingonthetoast

Me:"Idon'twannagoanywhereNtando,ifufuna



uhambayoucango"

Him:"hayfondinundenzelaiworrywenawonke

ungafuniuphuma?Usureyou'refeelingokay"?

IsmiledandateupthenIattemptedtotakethetray

downstairs,hestoppedmewayithathangokwakhe

thenIdrankmymedsndaphindandangqengqa

wabuyaandalsogotinbedhishandtouchingmy

stomach

Him:"Iwantthischildsobadly"

Me:"Icanseethat...butIdon'tunderstandwhy"

Him:"whatdoyoumean"

Me:"Imean...youalreadyhaveagirlandaboy.By

nowifanbasekwaphelanaloexcitementespecially

sinceubonabakunzimakangakananiukhulisa

umntana"

Him:"youwouldn'tunderstand..."



Herubbedmystomachsoftly

Him:"there'ssomethingIwantedtogiveyoubefore

youleftforKeri'shouse"

Me:"what'sthat"

Heopenedhisdrawerandtookoutasmallvelvety

boxwandinika,Iopeneditandsawabeautifulring.

Withonlyonediamondinit.

ForaverylongmomentIcouldn'tsayaword,let

aloneremovingmyeyesfromthispieceofjewel.

Afterafewmoreothermomentsheclearedhis

throat...

Him:"youdon'tseemtolikeit"

Me:"no"

Him:"no"?

Me:"Iloveitbaby"



Heexhaled...asignofreliefIshouldthink.Ilookedat

him,tearsbuildingupbehindmyeyeballs.Helooked

atme,thentheboxthenbackatme...Iknewthiswas

themomentIwasrunningawayfrom.Icouldn'trun

anymore.IwascorneredandwhateverdecisionI

makewillhavetobeselfless...ndicingele

nomntanam.

Him:"SibongileTrinaliqueSmith...willyoumarryme"?

Atearleftoneeye,Iwipeditoff.Igathered

courage,wordstoanswerhimbutIhadnone.Fora

minutewesatinsilence...Icoughedandblinkedmy

tearsbacktotheirsockets

Me:"yes"

I'msurehethoughtIwouldsayno,thewaywothuka

ngayoafterIansweredhim.



Him:"yes?Didyoujustsayyes"?

Me:"yesNtandoIwillmarryyou"

Hepulledmetohimselfandwehugged,Ipulled

backandlookedathim.Hewasreallyshakenby

nerves.I'veneverseenhimlikethisbefore,maybe

I'veseenhimclosertothisbutnotthisnervousatall.

Hetooktheboxandworemethering.Thenwe

kissed.NowthatpartImissedmost.Heturnedus

aroundandwecontinuedkissing.Thatturnedto

stripping.Andthat,tosomethingelse.

Wheneverythingwasdonewecuddledunderthe

coversandbreathedthesameair...

Me:"ItoldyouI'mspendingmyfirstdayintothisyear

withyou.Alone"

Him:"you'vejustmademeahappyman.Enkosi

babe"



Me:"enkosinawefornotgivingup.Onme,us"

Him:"evenifIwantedto,Iwouldn'tbeableto...

There'sjustsomethingaboutyou"

Me:"thesamethingaboutyouthatmademeleave

myfamilyonnewyearsevetospendititwithyou"

Him:"andyoumadetherightdecision"

Me:"arewegonnaagreeonthis?Haha!Thisreallyis

thebeginningofnewthings"

Hetickledmyribs...weplayedforacoupleof

minutesthenwewenttobath,wenttocooklunch

saphindasabuyelaebhedini.

HisphonerangsisancokolaIlookedathim

Him:"nguGuddababe"

Me:"saphandimphendule"



Withouthesitationhepassedmethephone...

Me:"hello"

Him:"ola,ikhonaIking"

Me:"ikhonabuthe'snottakinganycallstoday.

Akhontoingxamisekileyophof"?

Him:"ha.a...khawme,ndthethanaban"?

Me:"enjoyyournewyearthen"

Ihungupandputthephoneonmyside

Him:"sosoon?"

Me:"sosoonnto"?

Him:"heee!Awkagqibinosukuolunyeasmyfiancé

butyou'realreadytakingmycalls..."

Me:"ohmxmI'vebeentakingyourcallskusaphila

nooKillaakhontointshapholacharlie"



Hisphonerangagain

Wahleka

Me:"Gudda"

Him:"Tee?Nguweloh"

Hedoubtedmyvoice...:/oristheresomeoneelse

whowouldansweriphonekaNtando?Oyifemale?

Me:"uthinindoda"

Him:"haymanbendfunaIgrootmanngentonje

encinci"

Me:"isitbetweenlifeanddeathurgent"?

Him:"nobutitsimportant"

Me:"sendhimatextorcallhimagaintomorrow"

Him:"yho!Heee"

Me:"wasthereanythingelse"?



Him;"ha.amtchana"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup...
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Wechilledinbedalldaythenlateronwedecidedto

gooutfordinner...OnourwaytotherestaurantI

calledmyotherbae...

Him:"ndaaalahlwa"

Me:"bheyibhiwam,unjani"

Him:"I'msickunjaniwena"

Me:"I'msicktoo"

Him:"ugulayintonkengokwena"

Me:"yileigulisawenakalok"



LolNtandoeyedmewhiledriving...Sosoonthe

otherhandwaslaughing.

Him:"how'syournewyear"?

Me:"great...uphi"

Him:"ndiseKapantwanayamwhy"

Me:"let'smeetforlunchtomorrowthen"

Him:"ulapha?Yhuungcolile.Ndingatyainyib'dyala

ndodwakantiukhona"

Me:"haymyfrienduthenwashumaneka?Ebephiu

Lindo"?

Him:"ugodukilekalokumntuozengeskoloeKapa"

Me:"kuthenungagodukangakengokwena"?

Him:"ndiyafikandvelakoosbaribakhoemdubane

unganditesti"

Lolwegotoffthecar...walkedhand-in-hand...



Me:"umntunguwe...Mamelakelemmecallyou

ngomsoneh"

Him:"sharpsan"

Me:"sho"

Wehungup...Ntandobengathiyiescortyamsana

Me:"nana"

Him:"hm"

Me:"uqumbile"?

Him:"ndithule.Bigdifferencebabe"

Me:"eshe,undphoxelantoni?Awsembinje"

Helaughedasweselectedatableandsatdown

Him:"uzobambinalomntanawakhomos"

Me:"ha.auzofananoninalommtana"



Him:"youwish...ziphinaiiwaiterszalapha"

Me:"here'sonecoming"

Aguycametogiveusmenusthenheleft,whenwe

decidedwhattoeatwemadeourorderandwaited

chatting

Him:"uzoyakubhutiwakho"

Me:"ha.a"

Wandijonga...

Him:"iseverythingokay?InyourfamilyImean"?

Me:"everythingisfine...Ijustdon'twannaseeLiz"

Him:"stillgrudging"?

Me:"nobabeI'mnotgrudgingIjustdon'twannabein

thesamespaceasheryet.That'sall"



Hestudiedme...

Verythoroughly...

Me:"you'remakingmeuncomfortablekeuyazilonto"

Him:"I'msorry...Sowhat'syourplanforthisyear"?

Me:"studyharderandgetgreatmarks,deliverthis

babyashealthyandstrongaspossible,applyforthe

internshipprogramatLegalWisetowardstheendof

theyear"

Him:"youqualifyalready"?

Me:"onceIpassmytwosemesterswithworthy

markskalokIcanapplyandunyakauzabesowphela

xaiqalalaprogrammeaningifIgettointernthenI'll

studymyforthyearpart-time"

Him:"inallofthisstudyingandworkinguzomthini

umntana"?

Me:"uzoyohlalanoKeriIthink"

Him:"andIwasgonnabetoldnini"?

Me:"don'tstartkemtchana...siyancokolamosngoku.



IfawfuniayohlalakuKerithensuggestsomething

elseezoncedisananamcozmnandilungiselelayena

umntanaafumaneukuhoywakak'hlenamndikwazi

umakhelaasolidfuturefinancially"

Him:"I'vegotthefinancescoverednje"

Me:"Ntando"?

Him:"babe"

Me:"Ntando"?

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"itsonlybeenafewdaysyetyouseemtohave

forgottenwhoIam"

Him:"Ihaven't...Ijustwishyoucouldbondwithyour

kidfirstandnotworryngemali.That'smyjoband

likeIsaid,I'vegotitcovered"

Kwafikaukutyasatya...

Him:"babyjonga,howaboutwefindsomeonewho

willtakecareofthebabyfulltime?Ahlalenawepha



kokwenundimbhataleke"

Me:"itsagoodideabutndizofundanjaniwitha

cryingbabyendlini?"

Him:"ooh"

Me:"andI'llbein-betweenworkingandstudying

whichmeansI'llbetiredthroughout"

Him:"okay...let'sjustwaitandseehowthisplaysout.

We'lldealwithitwhenthetimecomes"

Me:"kay"

IateinsilenceandIknewhewaswatching

me...there'snowayyouwouldn'tfeelhiseyes

feastingonyou.

Him:"Ihopeyoudon'tregretfallingpregnantagain"

Me:"itdoesn'treallymatterwethuseyenzekile"

Him:"Sibongile"



Ilookedathim

Him:"wemadelomntwanasobabiniandithi?Wewill

takecareofhimorherhoweverwayweknowbest"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"goodcozwe'reinthistogether.I'mnotgonna

leaveyouonyourown,nomatterhowbaditgets.I

promise"

IhadtearspushingmyeyeballstocomeoutbutI

didn'twannabeallemonow.Ijustsmiledandtooka

sipfrommycitrusjuice.

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"don'tthankmeyet,kuseksasa"

Weordereddessert...yafika.

Ihadtotellhimaboutmydad...



NdlelalebendimoyikangayobutIwasencouraged

bythissoftersidealivezileyookondifikile.

Me:"there'ssomethingIhavetotellyou"

Him:"oh-kay"

Ilookedatmydessertthenbackathim...Takingmy

moment.

Him:"okaythisfeelsserious"

Me:"itis...Iuhm,Ifoundmydad.Actuallywentto

seehim"

Him:"yourbiologicalfather?When"?

Me:"fewmonthsback.He'sinprisonphof"

Him:"oh...what'sheinfor"?

Me:"andiyaz,hedidn'ttellme.Rather,hecouldn'ttell

mewhenIasked"

Him:"yho...BathiniOobrotherbakhokengok"



Me:"Eveistheonlyonewhoknows...besidesSoso

naweke"

Him:"soyoutoldSosoalready"?

Ohcrap...don'ttellme.-_-really?

Me:"I...Argh.HeaccompaniedmewhenIwentto

seehim"

Him:"oh.Whichprison"

Me:"inJo'burg"

Him:"SosoflewfromtheCapetoJozijustfor

ukukhapha"?

Itookacoupleofspoonsfromthiscrèmebrulé

ndikhendimpholiseandiyazyintonenyusaIhigh-

highmvanjexandthethangoLwandiso

Him:"baby"?



Me:"thisguyisactuallyumalumekaSoso.Brother

kaFaith.SoeweSosoandhismomflewtoJozi

beyobonaifamilyyabobasolebendkhaphakeinthat

process"

Hedidn'tbelieveme...Icouldseeitinhiseyes.

Him:"sonowthisTituschapisyourcousin?How

sureareyouaboutthisguy?Didyoutakebloodtests?

Oranypaternitytest"?

Me:"Iknownguye...youwillknownawexaumbonile"

Him:"whendoIseehim?What'shisname"?

Me:"Bonginkosi..UzombonaxauseJo'burgkalok"

Him:"Bonginkosi"

Ndamjonga...Thewayhesaiditgaveme

goosebumpsdownmyneck.



Me:"don'tgodosomethingcrazy"

Him:"me?Crazy?Insultleyobabe"

Me:"mh,ndiyakwaziNtandoIrepeatdon'tgodo

somethingcray-crayqha"

Hefinishedhisdessertsaphumaandhedrovetothe

beach...westrolledomthesandhandinhand.

Sagqibelanini?Yhu.
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Aftertakingawalkatthebeachweheadedhome

stillfeelingthelovebitefrombabycupid.Werinsed

ourfeet,IaskedhimtomakemerooibosteawhileI

gotinbed...Igotachancetoreallytakeagoodlook

atmynewpieceofbling.Itlookedreallyexpensive

though...

Him:"itwasmadeforyou"



Ilookedupandsmiled,hecametobedwithmytea

Me:"itsbeautiful,looksexpensiveqha"

Him:"uexpensivenawethat'swhyIwanted

somethinguniqueforyou.Youwon'tfinditinany

shop"

Me:"don'ttellmeyoudesignedleway"

Him:"Ijusttoldyounjeitwasmadeforyou.Only

you"

Itonlysunkinngoku...Thediamondalonelooked

ravishing.Itookmyteaandtookasip

Him:"nowthatyoufoundyourdad...ndizolobola

kubani"?

Me:"Idon'tknow.KuMarcnoLuuIthink"

Him:"hm"



Iknewthere'smorebehindthat'hm'butIwasn't

gonnaaskanythingandikhokwimoodyearguments

tumtchana.

Me:"thankyoufortoday.Meansalothavingyou

sacrificeadayoutofyourbusylifeforus"

Him:"Ienjoyedspendingtimewithyou.Evenifyou

demandedit"

Me:"cacileIhavetodemandyoukuzendikufumane"

Afterthatwejustcuddledourselvesto

sleep...followingmorningSosocalledtoreschedule

ourlunchapparentlyhehadsomethingimportantto

attendwithhisdadinJo'burgsoIspentmyday

indoorandletNtandogotohisfriends.

...

AweeklaterIhadhadenoughofCTIwokeupand



packedmybags...ImissedbeingaloneinLuke's

house.NtandowasobviouslyoutwhenIpackedso

hewaskindashockedtowalkinandseemeall

packedandreadytogo

Him:"babe"?

Icamedownwithmyhandbag

Me:"heyyou'reback"

Him:"you'regoing"?

Me:"yep.I'mgettinghomesicksoitsbetter

ndigodukengokukusemnandicozprettysoonmy

moodsareboundtotakeaswing"

Him:"heh.Kalokumntuuyaxelaxaezohamba.

WorseuMoakekho"

Me:"don'tworryIbookedmyselfaticketonlineso

justtakemetotheairportI'llbefine"



Heshookhisheadandwenttothekitchen,Itookmy

bagstothecarndamlindaphaya.IntwodaysIhada

doctorsappointmentandIwantedDoctorChettynot

justanyotherdoctortoexaminemesoIreallyhad

togohome.Hecameoutanddrovemetothe

airportinsilenceIknewhe'supset.Hehelpedme

withtheluggage,Iwentthroughtothecustomsthen

wehadlamomentofsayinggoodbye

Me:"Iknowelihlobondihambangaloisnot

ideal,atleastIshouldhavecommunicatedbutplease

ndcelaungacaphuki"

Him:"Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyungandixelelanga

earlierbauyagodukasothatndikulungiselele"

Me:"I'mokay"

Him:"Icanseethat...mxm.WhyamIevensurprised"

IknewIblewit.

Boom!



Myflightwascalledout..

Me:"ohkay...Ihavetogo.That'smyflight"

Him:"sharp"

Iwalkedawayfromhim...Thenstoppedandwalked

backtowherehewasstanding,Ikissedhimonthe

cheekthenndahamba.Iknewinobaingaske

andifakeimpamabutakakwazi.

Ihadthemostdepressingflightever.

AssoonasIlandedIcalledmydrivers

bazondithathaIheadedstraighthome...WhenIgot

homeIcalledtheprisonwheremysupposeddad

wasimprisonedandaskedtoseehimkwavunywa

soIjustshoweredandheadedstraight

there...drivingmyowncarkengok.AssoonasI

arrivedattheprisongatesIcalledNtando



Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"ndihambekak'hle"

Him:"sure"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup...Ifeltguiltythough.

AsIwalkedinNtandocalledmebacksoItooka

seatononeofthebenchesandtookthecallcozI

sensedalecturemntakadabs.

Me:"babe"

Him:"yazandiythandilendlelauhambengayoand

kengokasmuchasItriedtobrushitasideand

ignoreit,Andikwazi"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"asilwisiyathethanjengabantuabadala.Ifwe're

toraiseumntanatogetherandatsomepointbuilda



familywehavetocommunicateatalltimesnot

xakumnandikuwe"

Me:"butbabyItoldyouIjustmissedhome"

Him:"sowhenyoumisshomeuveleuvukeupakishe

withoutsayingawordkulomntuuhlalanaye?

Ibekantikuphiukhulakulonto?S'bongilewe'readults,

adultsinaseriousrelationship.OratleastIthink,so

ndvelendingaunderstandwhenyoumakeirrational

decisionsandthenontopofityoudon'tsee

anythingwronginthosedecisions"

Phew...

Ididn'tevenhavethegutstoargue.

Somehowhewasright.

SonowIhadtohumblemyself

Me:"ndcelauxoloZ'khali"

Him:"ucelauxolobecauseyouknowyou'rewrongor



becauseI'mtellingyouurongo"?

Me:"IknowI'mwrong,ndcelaundixolelesthandwa

sam.Iwon'tevenjustifyitndiyayazindenzerongo

andayizophindayenzeke"

Hewasquiet:)Iknewheexpectedmetoargueand

throwtantrums...ndimdala!Ndidlulilekwesostage.

Iwantedtotestthewaterskesana...Justtoseeif

I'mforgiven

Me:"willyoubeabletocomeforthedoctors

appointment"?

Heexhaled...

Him:"yes,I'llbethere"

Me:"enkosi"

Him:"just...Justdon'trepeatwhatyoudid.Ihate

it,nyhaninyhaniandindiphazamisilenamhlanje"

Me:"ndiyaxolisaitwasselfishofme..."



Him:"enjoytherestofyourday"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"ndiyakuthandanobandikucaphukisile"

Him:"ndiyakuthandanam"

Me:"youmeanthat"?

Him:"youknowIloveyou"

Me:"wellIjustwanttobesurethat'sall"

Him:"usurengoku"?

Me:"yep,haveagoodday"

Him:"nawe.Andrest"

Me:"willdo"

Him:"ayt"

Wehungup

Uwentinandwentthroughthenormalroutinesfor

visitorsthenIwaitedforthisdudetoappear...he



walkedinandsatoppositemesmiling.

Him:"ndiyabonauzewedwa"

Me:"yeah...unjani"

Him:"Ican'tcomplain,you'reglowing"

Me:"mustbethefestiveseason.Howwasyour

Xmas"

Him:"itwasgood...greateven"

Me:"nyhani"?

Him:"yeah..Igotmyreleasedateanditssoonerthan

Iexpected"

Yho!

AllIcouldthinkofisuzohlalaphi?Howwillhe

manage?Uqalaubomiphantsi...Andthenthere'smy

fiancéwho'ssooogonnadigsomedirtonhim.
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Ididn'tknowwhattosay...

him:"youokay"?

Me:"yeahI'mjustwonderinghowareyougoingto

startover"

Him:"I'magrownmanmntanam,andbesides,uDabs

wakhoofferedtohelpmeoutjustforayearortwo

tosettlendizibonelekeemvakoko"

Me:"ooh,souzophumelaeMonti"?

Him:"ewe"

Me:"mmh...That'sgreatnews.Inobauyavuya"

Hesmiled...withsuchhonesty.Ialmostmelted

Him:"ndivuyiswakubandizophumaapha

ndikwazi,maybewecanbuildafather-daughter

relationshipproperlywhenI'moutofthisplace"

Me:"thatalldependsonyou"



Him:"me?How"?

Me:"tellmethetruth,whyareyouinhere"?

Heshifteduncomfortably...Ikeptmylooksternand

fixedonhim

Him:"mntanam"

Me:"Idon'tmeantobeinsensitivebutifyoucan'tbe

honestwithme,youkindadon'tdeservetocallme

that"

Him:"oh..."

Me:"especiallysinceyou'vebeenabsentallofmy

life"

Wakhewathula...

Me:"whatevensurprisesmeisthatIhavenever

seennotevenpictureofyourskwizintozikamama"



Him:"yeah...kukhoisizathusalonto"

Me:"Ineverreallygottoaskher...howwasyour

relationshipwithher?Imean,weneverspokeabout

youatall"

Hereallybecameuncomfortable...

Thatdrewalotofattentionfromme...Alotof

curiosity

Me:"howlongdidyoudateherbeforeshegot

pregnant?Whywereyouneverthere?Didyoudeny

impregnatingherorwhat"?

Him:"youhavetoomanyquestionsforoneday"

Me:"atleastansweroneofthemke"

Him:"Ican't...I'msorry"

Me:"youcan'toryouwon't"?

Waphakama...



Him:"Ihavetogo,thanksforcomingby"

Waphumaumntuwandishiyandikhamisile.Itookmy

bagndaphumangomnyangonamIhadnoother

choice.InsteadofgoingstraighthomeIwenttothe

ShisaNyamaIneededtothink...

Lechapiveleyandshiyanyhanipha?Heee!

"Happynewyear,canIgetyouanything"?

Ilookedup-_-Libo

Me:"hi.What'sonspecial"?

Her:"tworibs,sausage,saladofyourchoiceanda

roll"

Me:"minusthesausagethenaddGreeksalad"

Her:"okaycomingrightaway"



Me:"plsbringmelargecreamsodasolong"

Her:"yesma'am"

Sheleftmeinpeace,Iwaitedformyjuiceyeza

shamequickerthanexpected

Sosocalledme...

Me:"hello"

Him:"hayhayyintonwanomoyaophantsikangaka"

Me:"ayontoSoso"

Him:"babeyouknowmebetterthanthat,andyou

knowbetterthanlyingtome"

Isighed...

Ndoyisiwemnabubombamshame.



Me:"malumewakhowalkedoutonmetoday"

Him:"hewhat"?

Me:"hewalkedout,leftmethere"

Him:"youwenttovisithim"?

Me:"eweandIwantedsomeanswersbuthe

wouldn'tgivemeany"

Him:"givehimtimebabe"

Me:"Lwandisolomntuuyaphumasoonandhe

expectsustohavesomekindofrelationshipkodwa

woyiswakuphendulaimibuzoendinayo?ThatI

deserveanswersto?Hayinobandiinsensitive

shame"

Him:"khamyekemtchanaakheaphoziseingqondo

butI'llhelpyouonthesidendiresearchekuMaka

Laa"

Me:"mxmdon'tbother,I'msurenoNtandoonhisis

researchinghimaswespeakcozakayithembiyonke

lento"

Him:"I'msorry"



Me:"I'llbefine,don'tworryaboutme"

Him:"ndiyabuyangomsoIhavetoregisterforschool

sowecanhavelalunch"

Me:"ulate...ndilaphaeGolinam"

Him:"heh!Hehntombindini,indodakhouyishiyenjani

yodwangefestive"?

Me:"haskahe'sastrongman"

Him:"inobasenguHercules"

Yhondaphelayintsini!Ididn'texpectthat.Seriously,I

wasneverready.

Him:"nyhani"

Me:"nawenjeushiywewedwangefestive"

Him:"haydon'tgothere.Soxaulaphawecanmake

dinnersincendihambangomsoanyway"

Me:"comeoverI'llcook"



Him:"okay"

Me:"seeyoulaterke"

Him:"seeyou...Yhima,whatshouldIbringyou?

Wine,champagneoricecream"?

Me:"ratherfindmesomeblackseedlessgrapesand

plainyogurtmntase"

Him:"plainyogurt?Ukwidiet"?

Me:"hellnoqhandaybawela"

Him:"heysundothusaapha.Okay,later"

Me:"later"

Myfoodwastakingtime...

Iwentthroughmysocialmediaaccounts.Nothing

interesting.ThenIsawVincewalkinguptowardsmy

table,inabroadsmile

Him:"ifitsnottheeverbeautifulMissSmith"

Me:"Vince,hey"



Hecameforahugndaphakamashameandwe

huggedthenwesataroundsancokolaforacouple

ofminutes

Him:"hehmadam,kudalasincokolaandInoticed

somebling"

Ismiled...noIblushedandshowedhim.Kwabe

sekufikanoLibowithmyfood,sheputitonthetable

andwalkedaway.Iguessshegotthemessage

whenNtandoreprimandedherngalamini

Me:"yeahman,injalolewai"

Heactuallyseemedhappyforme...somethingI

missedfromhim.Haven'tseenitinalongtime

Him:"I'mhappyforyou,yhointlelewai.I'msurei

grootmancustommadethis"



Me:"uyamazkalokubhut'wakhongetshamba"

Him:"hehmtchanauzobangumfaziwasekhaya?

Heee!UmdalakodwaTee"

Ismiled...haymanlonyakauyandothusa.Ndagqibela

niniuncokolakanjenoVince?AnduLibo?Wheredid

shekeeptheattitude?

LolsancokolanoVincendadendagqibaukutya,I

triedpayinghewouldn'tallowme,wancamawathi

itsonthehousetocongratulatemeforthe

engagementhaikendayekanamsoIheadedhome.

Fikaendlinindaziphosaonthecouch...itsbeena

longday.AfteracoupleofminutesndiphumleIwent

tofetchmybrownbox...Somethingwasnotadding

upkulomfanaunguBonginkosiandIneeded

answers.Iwentthrougheachandeveryiteminside

thatboxbutnixukumbonanoteventoseeigama

lakheoneventhetiniestpieceofpaper.
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Thiswholesearchinggotfrustrating...Ndazbona

sendilila.IcriedcozIwantedtoknowalotofthings

buttheonlypersonwhocouldgivemetheanswers

wasn'tcooperatingatall.TheonlypersonwhomI

sawapieceofmyselfinwassomehowpushingme

awayfromhim...howcouldherejectmelikethat?

Yes.Ifeltrejected.Isolatedeven.

...MyphonewasringingIlookedatthescreen

ndatyhafa.Itookamomentandtookacoupleof

breaths,Ileftitthereandwenttocleanmyselfup

anddrankwaterndabuyandamfounelaback.

Him:"hey,ubusynah"?

Me:"ha.ababebuzawthini"

Him:"wereyoucrying"?

Me:"ha.a"

Him:"butyourvoice..."



Me:"bend'lele"

Him:"hm...Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"enkosibutI'mfine"

Him:"okay...I'llcallyouagainbeforeyousleep"

Me:"sho"

Him:"ayt"

Ihungup...wentdownandstartedonsupper.

WhenIwasdoneIjustlazedthereandwatchedTV...

IoptedtocallingEvelyn,ImissedNathannother:)

Her:"lilsis"

Me:"hey,howareyou"

Her:"we'regood,yourself"?

Me:"I'mokay,where'sBooboo"?

Her:"he'sprobablyinthekraalwithhiscousins"



Me:"ooh,Iwasjustmissinghim"

Her:"I'llcallyoubeforehisbedtime"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup...

IheardaknocksoIwenttoopenupandtherewas

Lwandiso:DallsmileswithaCheckersshopping

bagandawhitebigenvelope

Him:"yesesawsemhleyintonkangaka"?

Me:"ohplease"

Wehuggedwangena

SakhesancokolanjeethenIwenttodishupforboth

ofussatya...Hepouredhimselfaglassofredwine

asdessertwhileIdippedmygrapesintheyoghurt.

AllthistimeImanagedtohidetheringandIknew

hedidn'tnoticecozhewouldhavesaidsomething

immediately



Him:"sowhatdon'tIknowthat'shappeninginyour

life"

Me:"well...howmuchtimedoyouhave"?

Him:"Ihavethewholenightmtchanam,khupha"

Ismiled,contemplatingonwhethertotellhimabout

thepregnancyortheengagementfirst.

Him:"oh-kay,lookslikethere'salotI'mmissingout

on"

Me:"promiseyouwon'tjudge"

Him:"ohplease.Really"?

Me:"cummonSosofondin"

Him:"kayfine!Nowtalk"

Itookadeepbreathndamjonga...



Me:"I'mpregnant.Again"

Him:"again"

Me:"yes"

Him:"awkhoserious"

Me:"seewhatImeant"?

Him:"haytyhiniTeezikhonaiicontraceptivesfondin

whywouldyougoandbepregnantsosoon?Uleqa

phi"?

Me:"itwasunexpectedSosoIdidn'tplantonam

ndothukaokay"

Him:"uthiniutaBeastkengok"

Me:"he'sexcitedasusual"

Helookedatmeandshookhishead...Iguesshefelt

disappointedneh?

Him:"areyouexcited"?

Me:"itdoesn'tmatter"



Him:"itdoesn't?You'repregnantanditdoesn't

matter?Kantiwhat'sreallygoingonhereTee"

Me:"nothing"

Him:"didheforceyoutogivehimachildor

something?"

Me:"nomanitsnotlikethat...YhoSosokhawyeke

mfethu"

Him:"ifitsnotlikethatthentellmewhatitslike"

Iexhaled.

Me:"IhaveepisodesofAUBandbecauseofthatand

thepreviousmiscarriage,Imightnotcarryfullterm.

Sixmonthswouldbeablessinginitsown"

Him:"AUB?Lantoyeuterusbleeding"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"that'shectic.I'msorry"

Me:"itsokay"



Him:"souTaBeastakathethisintongokutshata

especiallynowthathe'sknockedyouup.Again"?

Me:"well...uyafuna"

Him:"wena?"

Ishowedhimtheringandhisfacelitup...Hepulled

metowardshimandsqueezedmesohadIhadto

wrigglemyselffree

Him:"congratulations!Atleasthe'smanningup"

Me:"kudalaefunabutIwasn'tready,Iguesswiththe

complicationsinthispregnancyIalsoneededtofeel

secured"

Him:"sowhenisthebigday"?

Me:"Ihaven'tthoughtthatfar.Andwithyouruncle's

datebeingmovedupclose,I'mstillI'mconfusion

regardingwhoislegibletostandformethroughthe

customarylobolanegotiations"

Him:"speakingabouthim...Ididsomediggingupfor



you"

Me:"youdid"?

Him:"justthatIdon'tthinkyouwilllikewhatyousee"

Me:"wellakufaninongazianything"

Him:"Ihavetowarnyouokay,Iwasalsoshockedby

myfindingsbutIthinkyou'reoldenoughtohandle

thetruth"

Me:"whattruth"?

Hedownedhisglassandgavemetheenvelope

Him:"everythingisinhere,mnamandihambeIhave

anearlyflighttomorrow"

Itookthewhiteenvelopeandlookedat

him,waphakamaIfollowedhim.Wehuggedatthe

doortheIwatchedhimdriveoutIlockedeverything

ndathathalaenvelopeandwentupstairswithit.I

saidaLilprayerbeforeopeningitupthenItookout



allitscontentsandspreadthemacrossmybednda

funda

NtandocalledwhileIwasbusyreading...

Me:"mmmh"?

Him:"sewlele"?

Me:"nobabe,I'mreading"

Him:"ohwow,what'ssointeresting"

Me:"well,Iwenttoseemydadinprisontodayneh"

Him:"youdid"?

Me:"yes,Ihadafewquestionsforhimbuthecouldn't

answerneyone"

Him:"hm"

Me:"sonowIgotafileonhim,soI'mjustreading

throughitmaybemyanswerscouldbescattered

somewhereinbetweenthesedocuments"

Him:"wait...yousaidyougotawhat?Afile"



Me:"yes"

Him:"meaningyouinvestigatedhim"

Me:"yes.Wellpracticallysomeoneinvestigatedhim

forme"

Him:"okay".

Andthencwaka...

Nowthat'ssuspicious...OrI'mparanoid?

Me:"ohkay...Thatwasweird"

Him:"areyousurebabeyou'rereadytocheckonthis

dude?Imean,hemusthavedonesomethingserious

tobelockedupforsomanyyears"

Me:"babylomntunuyaphumasoonandhewantsus

tohavesomekindofrelationshipbuthecan'teven

answerasimplequestionendimbuzayona"?

Him:"okayke...justpromisemeyouwon'tput

yourselfunderalotofstress.Wecan'taffordthat

rightnow"



Me:"I'mabiggirl"

Him:"Iknowthatbutwithsuchthingsonecan't

controlemotions"

Me:"thanksforcaring"

Him:"that'swhatI'mherefor"

Me:"yeahyeah,lookIhavetogoneh.Don'tswitchoff

yourphoneImightneedsomecomfortinghalfway

throughthis"

Him:"uyayibonakengoklentobendthethangayo"

Ilaughedathim

Me:"thatwasajoke,goodnight"

Him:"zudlalengezintoeziserious.Goodnight"

Heee!HambaNtando.

SoIwentthrougheachandeverypage,fromhim

growingupintheCapeFlatstomovingto



Queenstowninhisearlyteenageyears.Iread

througheverysentenceandthenBAM!

HISCRIMES!

Jongangumasterlechap.Akhocrime

angayenzangakwelimeweyo:

Burglary

Hijacking

Theft

Murder

Rape

Drugs

Bankrobbery

Trafficking

Iwassweating...

Myarmpitswerewet.DrippingwetcoznowIwas

suddenlyafraidofhim.IknowI'mengagedtoa



gangstabuthavingoneasmyfatherwasn'tpartof

anydeal.Thismanisbeyonddangerous.Orwas.I

don'tknowanymore.I'mnotsosure.

Iwentthrougheveryfile...Andthen...

AsIwasreadingIsawmymom'snameandother

women,Iwentbacktotheheadline:oheee!Sole

ndodanyhaniyirapist?Andherapedmymom?

That'swhyhecouldn'tanswermemos!Yhuuu!Iwas

lividwithanger...

IcalledFaith...mindyou,Itwaspastmidnight.her

phonewasringingwithoutanswer,Itriedagainand

againuntilshefinallyanswered

Her:"Trina?Areyouokay?Didyouseethetime"?

Me:"whatkindawickedwomanareyou?Huh"?

Her:"erh...Whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Me:"dammitFaithmanstopactinglikeanidiot!You



thoughtIwouldn'tfindoutthatyourbrotherraped

mymother?Alongwithastringofotherwomen"?

Iheardsomeshufflesandthensilence...

Me:"hehFaith"?

Her:"I'msorry,Icouldn'ttellyou.Itwasn'tmy

position"

Me:"soyoudecidedtomakemestupidneh?You

raisedthishopebaIhaveafatherwhilstyouknew

verywellthathenofather.He'safuckedupdamned

rapist"!

Her:"Trina"

Me:"Ihateyou.IhateyoumorethanIhatehim.

You'reawoman,amother,agrandmother.How

wouldyoufeel?Huh?Ifthatwereoneofyourown?

Rapedandlefttofendforherself?"

Her:"I'msorry"

Her:"saveitforsomeonewhoneedsit.Idon'tneed



youoryoursorry.Staythehellawayfromme"

Ihungupandthrewthephoneatthewall.Iwasa

mess.Heee.Icouldn'tbelieveitstill.Butitmade

sense.Icombinedallthosepapersandputthem

asidendalala.

Ek'seniIwenttobath,hadmybreakfastthenIdrove

backtotheprison.Iaskedtoseehimwafika...hesat

down.Ilookedathimwithdisgust.Iwantedtopuke

inhisface

Him:"goodmorning.Iseeyoucameagain"

Me:"IwantedtolookyouintheeyeballwhenItell

youthis"

Him:"whatisit"

Me:"Iknowyourapedmom"

Heswallowed...hard.



I'msurehisthroatimmediatelywentdry.

Me:"congratulations.Thestatebelievesyou'reno

longerharmtothepeople,you'renoflightrisk"

Him:"Iwantedtotellyou..."

Me:"butyoudidn't,Ihadtofindoutbymyself.You

knowwhat?Ihateyou.Ihateyouwithpassion.IfI

hadawayIwouldaskthestatetoreverseyour

releasedatecozyoudon'tdeserveit.You,youdon't

deservefreedom"

Him:"Ipaidformysins,I'mnotproudofanyofthem

butIdidpaymydue"

Me:"bysittinginsidehereandgettingfreemeals

everyday?Gettingfreeeducationandskills?Isthat

whatyoucallpayingforyoursins?YOURsins?"

Istoodup...hewaschilled.TheBeastkindachill...le

indicaphukisayo.



Me:"you'reaswickedasyoursister.Andjustsoyou

know,I'mnotyourdaughter.I'maSmithandIwant

nothingtodowithyou.Nothingatall"

Itookabagandwalkedout.
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Iheadedstraighthome.

IsweartoyouifIweretomeetanyonewho'dstep

onmytoesI'dlashout.Terribly.WhenIreached

homeIwenttostandunderacoldshower,itcooled

meabitndaphumaandwenttomakemyselfa

snack

...AfewminutesIheardacarthenahoot-_-Istood

upandchecked:)andamhoyatu,hehootedagainI

pretendedlikeIdidn'thearhimwafouna

Me:"TaBeast"

Him:"I'moutside"



Me:"okay"

Hewassilentforaminute...Iwaited

Him:"haibobabevulakalok"

Me:"ooh,butakhangeutsho"

Him:"yho"!

Hm...somethingwasupwithhim.Iopenedthegate

andwaited.HewalkedinwithaCharlie'sCake

Angelsbagandhandeditovertomeashekissed

mycheek

Him:"Ididn'tknowwhichtotake:redvelvetorblack

forestsoItookthemboth"

Me:"thankyou"

Wahlalaphantsi...Nyhani!Somethingwasupwith



him,heseemedangry,ortense...orsomething.I'm

notreallysure.SoIlefthimthereandwenttomake

himsomefood.WhenIwasdoneItookhisfoodto

himinatrayndamnikawatya

Him:"thanks"

Me:"sure"

Igotbusyonmyphonewhilekeepinganeyeonthe

TVcozIwantedhimtorelaxandtalkcozndiyabona

inkululentoimtyayo.

Him:"ninjani"?

Me:"hm"?

Him:"how'sthebabykeepingyou"?

Me:"oh,we'refine.Unjaniwena"?

Him:"good"

Me:"babuyaniniOoSino"?



Him:"xakuzovulwaizkolo,youmissthem"

Me:"yeah"

Heatefinishwayobekaisityasakheandcameback

tositnexttome,Ilookedathimquizzically

Him:"what"?

Me:"really,whatiswrongwithyoutoday"?

Him:"nothing,I'mjusttired"

Me:"justtiredhuh"

Him:"comehere"

Irespondedtohiskiss,hislipsweredryerthanthey

lookedbutfortunatelyhehadfreshbreath.

Me:"mmh..usureuright"

Him:"yesbendkhumbulawenaqha"



Me:"iwishIbelievedyou"

Him:"you'rejustparanoidbaby...so,didyougosee

yourdadagain"

Immediatelymymoodchanged...I'msuremyface

changedtoo

Him:"andtheanswerisyes"

Me:"I'drathernottalkabouthim"

Him:"Iuhm...havesomenewsforyou"

Me:"inconjunctionwithwhat"?

Him:"him"

Me:"IthinkIknowenoughabouthimfornowbaby.

Let'schangethesubject"

Him:"arey-"

Me:"please"

Him:"okay.Sowhatdowedonow"

Me:"yougohome,attendtowhateveritisthatneeds



yourattention.I'lljustsithereandeatmycakes"

Him:"uyandigxothakengok"

Me:"noI'mpermittingyoutogo.Bigdifference"

Him:"andifIdon'twanttogo"?

Me:"we'lljustsithereandeatcakekalokno

problem"

Him:"let'sgoovertomyplaceandchillthere"

Me:"andsonqeniupakisha"

Him:"I'llbringyouoverlateyoudon'tneedtopack"

Me:"wena?Undibuyise?That'safirst"

Him:"ouch"

Me:"andbesides,we'regoingtothedoctortomorrow

soitwouldn'thurtsleepingatyourplace"

Him:"wellyouinvitedyourselfforthesleepover,mna

ndithewe'lljustspendtheday...notthatI'm

complaining"

Me:"eshe"



Igotupandwenttopackafewitemsand

medicationthenItookonecakeandpackeditinthe

fridge,tookthesecondonewithus.Welocked

Luke'shouseandleftinbae'scar.Aphendleleni

ndabawelalanyamabendiyityeizolokoVince

ndamjonga:)Iknewhe'llsaysomething

Him:"you'restaring"

Me:"canwegoovertotheShisaNyama"

Him:"you'rehungry"?

Me:"nobutndbawelainyama"

Wathula...andchangedlanessohecandrivetothe

place.

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"shot"



Wedriveforafewminutesandgotoff,Iwenttoa

vacanttable...hewasfollowingslowlybehindme.

Someguy,waiter,cametomyserviceIaskedfor

yesterday'sspecialwathiasikho,ndamcengaba

andenzeleIknowitwasaonedaypromothingbut

wathiakazokwaziandheofferedmetoday'sspecial.

Iwasupset

Him:"andthatface"?

Me:"masambeayikholentobendizoyfuna"

Him:"inyamaayikho"?

Theguyexplainedittohim,heaskedbaasinikea

fewminutessolongmakandiphatheleIcreamsoda

nyhanilawaiteryahamba

Him:"babe"

Me:"Iknow,canwejustgo?SorryIwastedyourfuel"

Him:"ndiyabuya"



Heleftmethereandwentinside.Theguyreturned

withmysoda...afteracoupleofminutesNtando

cameoutwithatrayandputitinfrontofme.My

facecrackedup:)

Him:"itsnotfreshke"

Me:"yho!Doesn'tmatter.Thankyou.Howdidyouget

it"?

Him:"uVinceuthiebezibekeleizolosowekindahad

towarmitup"

Me:"enkosintwanayam"

HewatchedmeadmiringlyasIate...IthinkIwas

moredrawnbythesaucemorethananything.

HalfwayIstoppedandtookacoupleofbreaths...I

thenrealizedIhaven'tbeenbreathing

Him:"better"?



Me:"muchbetter,awfuni"?

Him:"I'mcool"

Me:"wellwecango,I'llfinishthisinthecar"

Him:"uzongcolisaimotoyamwithyoursaucyhands"

Irolledmyeyesathimandgotup,walkedtowards

hiscarandIknewhe'dfollow.Itsnotlikehehasa

choice.WedrovehomeIwastired,Iwenttohisbed

ndagqibezelaukutyalanyamaandcleanedafter

myselfndalala.Hecameupandsatnexttome

Him:"usharp"

Me:"Ijustwannatakeanap"

Him:"I'llbedownstairs"

Me:"mmh"

HeleftAndclosedthedoor...Iclosedmyeyes

ndalala.
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Hewokemeupthreehourslater,Isatupandlooked

athim,stillsleepish

Him:"haykudalaulelekalokvuka"

Me:"uyahamba"?

Him:''ha.a"

Istretched...yawnedandrubbedmyeyes.Andiyifuni

kelentoayenzileyo.Idon'tlikebeingwokenup,never

haveandprobablyneverwill.

Me:"canyougivemeafewmoreminutes?please"

Him:"okay"

Helaynexttomebusyonhisphone,Icoveredmy

headndaphindandalala.SomehowIwasmoretired



thanIthought.AndhavinghimheremeantIcould

restwithoutworry,IknewIwassafe.Acouplemore

minutesthenmyphonerang...Isearchedforitfrom

undermypillowthenansweredwithoutcheckingthe

calledID

Me:"mh"

Him:"I'msorry.Abouteverything"

Isatupconfused.

Icheckedmyscreen...damn!Inevergavethisdude

mynumber!FaithmusthavecozSosowouldnever

dothattome.Itookadeepbreath,Ntandoeyedme

Me:"IthoughtImademyselfperfectlyclearlasttime

wespoke"

Him:"youdid,butndicelauxoloanyway.IknowI

shouldhavetoldyoungokwambutIcouldn't.I'm

sorry"



Me:"shouldhave,couldhave,wouldhave..Idon'tcare.

AllIknowisIwantnothingtodowithyouoryour

family.Infactanyonerelatedtoyou"

Him:"Sibongileplease,Iknowitsnoteasyfindingout

you'reachildofra-"

Me:"holditrighttherefella!Youknownothing!You

knowwhat?You'reacoward!Aselfishbastardized

coward"

Wathula!

Iwaspumpingup...Icouldfeelmycheeksgoing

frompinktobloodredngumsindo.

Me:"youdon'tgettocallmeandtellme,ME?That

youknowitsnoteasyyetitwaseasyforyoutodo

whatyoudidandthendisappeartoGodknows

where"!

Him:"mntanamndce-"

Me:"unomtanawena?Umthathaphi?"



Wathula...again.

Me:"don'tcallmeagain,ifIdecidedtoseeyouagain

I'llcometoyou.IfIdon't,thenmoveonwithyourlife"

Ihungupandwenttothebathroom.Ndabuyaand

checkedmessagesfrommyotherphone,Ntando

wasawfullyquiet.

Me:"haveyoueaten"?

Him:"Iwaswaitingforyou...whowasthat"

Me:"Kwakho"

LolIansweredwithouteventhinkingaboutthe

consequencesoftheanswer:)

Him:"ndinoKnah"



Me:"nowyouknow.Let'sgodownstairsIwantsome

fruitcocktail"

Hewatchedmeleave,Ireachedthekitchenengeka

fikiImademyselffruitsaladwith

icecream,xandizophumawathigqi

Him:"sowho'schildwe'rey'alltalkingabout"

Me:"there'sonlyonechildhere"

Ndamshiyaandwenttothelounge,putmyfeetup

ndatya,LolI'msurehewasgrowingsomeanger

somewheredeepinhisbelly.Yintonleikhweletisayo

mvanje?UqalekuSosonowhesuddenlywanna

knowwhoI'mtalkingwithonMYphone?Haibo.

Him:"babe"

Me:"hm"

Him:"ngubanloubuthethanaye"



Ilookedathim...somethingfishyisreallygoingwith

him.Myinstinctsneverlie.

Me:"whyunje"?

Him:"ndinjani"

Me:"unje!Uyakhweleta,usensitive,utense.What's

goingonhere?Areyouhidingsomethingfromme"?

Him:"hehhaaikengok.Hidingsomethinglikewhat?

Whyareyouchangingthesubject"?

Istudiedhim...uyaxokauNtandounecherrystru'bob!

Me:"I'llfindoutwhatyou'rehiding,ratherwhoyou're

hiding.Shebetterbereadykesanacozasoze

ndsokolekangakandimithenomithakanti

ndizogezelekamna"

Him:"erhIkindathinkyou'reoverreactingbabywam"



Me:"foryoursakelet'shopeI'mreallyoverreacting

Ntandonyhanicozuyobonaintoubungayazi"

Wathula...

Hehmtchanaasozekalok.I'vebeenaround.The

suddenengagement?Thedoubtinhisfriend's

voiceswhenIpickedupthecall?Hismood?Yhu!

AndIswearndizombonaubumuncuifhethinksI

won'tfindoutwhathe'sdoing.Ifhe'sreallydoingit.

Him:"backtoyourcall"

Me:"mxmngumalumekaSosomanIowa"

Him:"oh...uyfumenephiinumberyakho"

Me:'Idon'treallycare"

Waphakamaandbroughtfoodforus

Me;"I'mnothungry"



Him:"ulibonileixesha?Okoubutyeinyamakwa

Vince"

Me:"nowI'meatingfruitthatshouldcountfor

something"

Him:"youknowyou'reeatingfortworight"

Ndamjamela.

Him:"justremindingyou"

MyiPhonerang-_-yhotatakaMoses!Yhiniyhini

zinkosizam!Umntunodadwaboinoneday?

Ipickedupthecallndathulaqha

Her:"Trina"

Ndathulamna,phofIwaseatingmyfruit



Her:"Iknowyou'relistening.LookI'msorry.Itwasn't

myplacetosayanythingthat'swhyIwantedyouto

meethimbeforehisreleasesothatyoucanmake

peace"

Me:"Ndoyisiwekeniniuyayaz"

Her:"we'reafamilyandallfamilieshavetheirown

strugglesandproblems"

Me:"I'veknownfamiliestohavethatoneblack

goat,andthensomehowI'veonlymettwomembers

fromyourfamilyandbothofyouareblackgoats.

Whatdoesthatsayabouttherest"?

Shewentsilent...

Iwaited...

Her:"insultinguswon'ttakeawaythepainyou're

feelingnorwilliteraseourbloodinyourblood

system"



Me:"insultingyou?IfIstartedtoinsultyouIpromise

youwouldn'thavereachedthatsentencewhereyou

mentionblood"

Her:"ufunandithinikeTrina?Ididn'tsendhimtorape

yourmother!Ineveraskedforhimtobeathug!I

understandyou'rehurtingbutI'malsohurtingokay,I

sacrificedmywholelifeforhimandhethrewthat

backtomyfacebutIstillforgavehimcozhe'smy

brotherandfamilyalwaysstickstogethernomatter

howbadapersonmaybe"

Me:"Ineveraskedyoutorehearsethatspeechfor

me,butthankyou.Ialmostfeltit,justthatI'vebeen

aroundtheblockforawhilenowandI'vecometo

understandoneortwothings"

Her:"what'sthatsupposedtomean"

Me:"itmeansgetlost.Pretendyouneverknew

me,neversawme.Moveonwithyourlavishlife"

Her:"Trinapls"

Me:"Iwantnothingtodowithyouoryourtwisted

family.Ihaveenoughdramainmylifeasitis,Idong

needyouoryourbrothertobeadditionalcast



members."

Ihungupandwenttorinsemybowl.

IcamebackandNtandowastexting...

Me:"plsborrowmeyourcarkeys"

Him:"uyaphi"?

Me:"around.Ineedsomeair"

Him:"let'srathertakeawalk.Together"

Me:"leaveyourphonesbehind"

Hesmiledandleftthe1phonehehadinhishand,I

woreahoodiethensahamba.
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Wewalkedformorethanfortyfiveminutesin

silence.Ihadalottothinkabout,mylifenjewasa

mess.Youknow,thoughIwasangry,Ihadtolookat



thisonadifferentangle.Ihadafather.Howmany

peopleouttherewouldkilltohavethat?Itmusthave

beentheloveIreceivedfromtheSmithscozIdidn't

feellikeachildofrape.Evenwhenmymotherwas

stillalive,Ineversensedsomeregretsordetest

towardsme.Ifeltlovedthroughoutentirelife.Maybe

Ineededtimetoprocessthiswholething,maybeI

willforgivehimandacceptthatheispartofmylife.

Ahugeonethatis.

Ilookedaround,wewereatsomepark...Idon'tknow

whenweleftthemainroadbuthey,thiswasmore

relaxing

Me:"I'mtired,canwefindaplaceandsitdown"

Him:"there'sabenchonyourleft,behindthatbush"

Wewalkedoverthereandsatdown,Ihadmyface

betweenmyhands.Itookinacoupleofbreathsand

lookedahead.



Him:"wannatalkitout"

Me:"doyouthinkIwasirrationaltowardshim"?

Him:"babe..."

Me:"look,heservedhissentenceneh?Forwhatever

crimeshecommittedbuthe'sstillmydad.Right"?

Him:"beforeIanswer...Tellme,whatdidyoufindout

abouthim"?

Me:"alotofthings,mainlyhiscrimesphofu.Why"

Him:"andIguessyoufoundoutaboutyou,howyou

cameabout"

Me:"yes"

Him:"oh-kay...That'sall"?

Me:"istheremore"?

Hedidn'tanswer...Ilookedathimquizzically.

Me:"NtandowhatdoyouknowthatIdon'tknow"?



Him:"lookbabe,thiswholethingsoundslikeastory

fromanancientbookandsomehowitneeds

vigilanceandwisdom"

Me:"whatwholething"?

HelookedmoreseriousthanI'veeverseenhim.I

wasnowscaredofwhatIdon'tknow.

Him:"yourdad,he'suhm...He'sGudda'sdadtoo"

Me:"what"!?!

Him:"yeah"

OkaynowmymindwasgoingI'mcircles.Ihavea

brotherwho'salreadyagangsta,Ihaveafatherwho

wasorstillisagangsta,Ihaveafiancéwhois

"Thee"gangstaandnowwhat?Ihaveanother

brotherwho'sagangsta?Abiologicalbrother?Well

half-brotherbutstill.Uligintsanaye!



Me:"doesheknowthatwesomewhatshareafather"?

Him:"hedoesnow,hewastherewhenRangerwas

doingtheresearchandIgotsomethingsfromhim"

Me:"thisissomedeepish"

Iclosedmyeyes...

Me:"IneedtospeaktoMarcus"

Him:"sure,I'llgofindsomethingtoeat"

Inodandtookoutmyphone,dialedMarcandwaited

inanticipation

Him:"lookwhorememberedshehasabigbrother"

Me:"hey.Hoegaandit"?

Him:"goed,youdon'tsoundtoolekkerwhat'sup"

Me:"Ineedyou.CanyoucometoJo'burg"?



Him:"hey,what'swrong?Tee"?

Iswallowedalumpinmythroat.

Him:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"Ijustneedsomeonetotalkto"

Him:"okay,butIthoughtyourboyfriendisthatside"

Me:"heis"

Him:"ordidyouguysfight"

Me:"no"

Hewassilentforaminute...

Him:"okay,I'llcomedowntomorrowmidday"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"keepstrong"

Me:"ayt"



Wehungup.

Sosocalled...IhesitatedabitbutrealizedthatI

owedhim.Hewasonmycornerwhenhisfamily

wasn't.

Me:"mpintsham"

Him:"gcwala!Usharp"

Me:"grandmtchanawena"

Him:"ndisharpmfethu,I'mjustcheckingonyou"

Me:"ndigrandsan"

Him:"okayke"

Me:"thanksforeverything."

Him:"alwayspleasure"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup,NtandoreturnedwithaChickenlicken

bag,waterandabunchofbananas:)LolIneededthe



watermorethanthefood.

Me:"sothisisdinnerhuh"?

Him:"Idon'tthinkwe'llgettocookanythingtoday"

Me;"enkosi"

Itookabananaanddrankhalfthebottle.

Me:"I'mgoinghomestraightafterthedoctor's

appointmentneh"

Him:"okay,you'rebrother'scomingover"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"sho"

Heateinsilence.Hisphonerang,herejectedthecall

quickly,IignoredthatasifIdidn'tseeit.Maybeit

wasn'tasimportant.Itrangagain,herejectedit

again.ThenkwangenaItext...Ndamjonganje.I



guessIwasdumbtothinkhe'dleaveallhisphones

behind.Ushiyeleebeyiphethewemkanezi

bezisepokothweni

Me:"we'vewalkedenough.Masigoduke"

Hewasbusytextingbackwhosoevertextedhim...

Ndaphakamaandwalkedtowardshome,bumping

ontoChloeIjustwalkedpassedher.Hecame

behindme

Him:"undishiyeleni"

Me:"youwerebusyonyourphone"

Him:"iyakhweletaleh"

Me:"nyhani"?

Him:"ohcummonbabe"

Me:"let'sjustgohomeandrest,Ifeeltired.

Emotionally"



Wathula.

ThankGod,cozIwaslosingmytalking-moodalready.
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FollowingDay

Iwokeupearlyandpreparedforourappointment

withudoctor,Ididn'twakehimupcozhealsokinda

neededtherest.

Iwenttomakemyselfmuesliwithplainyoghurtand

tuckedin,thenIcookedoatsforhimandassoonasI

finisheddishingup,Hecamedowndressedalready

andsomehowwematched.Iwassurprisedhe

addedabitofcolortohisattirecozIhadallblack

withBlueandwhiteAdidaskicks,heobviouslyhad

onallblackjustwithabluemusclehuggingv-neckT

-shirt



Me:"semhle"

Ikissedhischeekndamnikakutyakwakheandleft

him

Him:"enkosi"

HefollowedwatyaasIbusiedmyselfonmyphone.

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"somethingneedsmyattentioninEastLondon

sondizojikanoMoxaeziseuMarcus"

Me:"uzobuyanini"?

Him:"ndizozaI'mnotsureokwangokubutndzoqala

eKapa"

Me:"kay"



Heateup,weheadedtothedoctorandhadmy

examinationdone.Heaskedhisquestions,received

hisanswersthenIwasgivenanewdateandofcoz

newmedsthenweheadedbacktohiscrib

ndiyothathaimpahlazamafterthathetookme

homeandwenttowaitforMosomewhereelsewhile

Iwaitedinanticipationformybrother.

TwohourslaterMarcarrived,Ireceivedatextfrom

baebahe'sgone.

WafikauMarcussancokolanjeeforawhile

Him:"okay,whyamIhere?I'msureitsnotjustfor

somepeptalk"

Heregoes...

Me:"okay,firstly,Iampregnant.Don'tsayit,Iknow.

Secondly,I'mengaged.Thirdly,Ihavefoundmy

uhm,fatherwhosomehowhappenstobeGudda's



dadtoo"

Cwakasanaumntasekhaya.

Me:"well...saysomething"

Him:"he'smarryingyou?Areyousureitswhatyou

want"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"butyouhavehisringonyourfinger?Really"

Nowwasmyturntobequiet...

Him:"sobraBongsisyourdad"

Me:"you...knowhim"?

Him:"heardofhim.Yho!Thisisnotgood"

Me;"tellmeaboutit.Ohandontopofthat,Ifound

outthatI'marapechild"



Helookedatme

Him:"youmeanyourmotherwasraped?She

conceivedyououtofrape"

Me:"uhyep"!

Him:"yho"

Wesatinsilence.

Iwenttodrinkwater,IthoughtMarcwouldhaveall

theanswersasusualbuttodayheseemedoutofhis

league.Icamebackandsatdown

Him:"areyouokay?Inallofthis"?

Me:"Idon'tknowanymore.Iwanttobeokay,Iwant

toacceptthingsthewaytheyarecozIcan'tchange

thembutitshard"

Him:"Iknow...comehere"



Imovedcloserandwehugged.

NowIfelttheneedtocry.Heee!Iletloose,myeyes

balledouteverythinginsidethosesocketsuntilIfelt

freeandlightImovedawayfromMarcandcleaned

myselfup

Him:"I'msorryyouhavetogothroughallofthis,but

thisishowwegrow.Welearnfromthesethings"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"whatIcantellyouisthatgiveyourselftime.It

mightnotlooklikeitnowbuteventuallyyouwill

forgivehim.Andhey,lookonthebrightside.You

haveathirdbrother"

Me:"whoalsohappenstobeagangsta.Nooffense

intended"

Him:"notaken.Wellyouaresurroundedby

thugs...howdidthathappen"!?!

Me:"youcanaskthatagain...Idon'tknowman,I

seemtobeattractingalotmoredramathananyof



youguys"

Him:"don'tmentionthat,itshecticoutthere.Atleast

Evelynseemstohavesettled"

Me:"yeah,thankstotheRoyalfamily"

Wahleka...

Wecookedandhadlunchandsuppertogethercoz

thefollowingdayhewasgoingbacktoCT.

Uyigqibileebezoyenza.Luucamebytogiveme

grocerymoneybeforeMarcleftthenhewentback

tohisnewhousewithhisnewlypregnantwife.Marc

gavemepocketandfuelmoneywhichItriedto

refusedandhejusttoldmethatuntilI'mofficiallya

NtabeniI'mstillhisresponsibilitysoyeahItookthat

money

-

THREEMONTHSDOWN



Schoolwassurprisinglyeasythisyear.Ihadfew

classestoattendwhichmademebondwithmy

bundlemoreoften.Ihadn'theardfromFaithorhis

brothersinceearlyJanuaryandIwasglad.Lifehad

togoon.SonowIwasonmyblessedforthmonth

andaweekortwointhispregnancysoIreallyhad

hopethatIwillreachlasixmonthsandbeyond,as

longasIfollowdoctorsordersandmostimportantly

praytoGod.

OnaFridaywewenttoanexpoatLegalWiseinprep

fortheupcominginternshipattheendoftheyear

andIwassold!Period!Iwantedtobepartofthat

programsobadandIknewwithjustaLilbitof

determinationIhadabigchanceinbeingselected

amongotherstudents.WhenwecamebackIwas

tiredAFbutImissedmyniqqalawei...

Iranmyselfabathandsoakedmyselfinthencalled

him...



Him:''LilmissSmith"

Me:"ntate,howareyou"

Him:"I'mgreat,how'smybaby"

Me:"we'refine,justmissingyou"

Him:"really"?

Me:"hah!Whatchumeanreally"?

Him:"well...babecummon"

Iexhaled.

No,likeIperfectlyunderstandwherehe'scoming

from.

Me:"IguessIdeservethat"

Him:"uGuddaukufumene"?

Okay.Subjectchanged.



Me:"ebendifunaphi"?

Him:"ulaphoeJo'burguzekutatakhe"

Me:"mnandingenaphikengok"

Him:"you'reaskingthewrongperson"

Me:"kay"

WellwhatIcalledtosaywasdismissedsowhynot

justhangup?

Me:"Iuhm,havetogo"

Him:"whenisyourdoctor'sappointment"?

Me:"itsintwomonths,I'lltextyoutheexactdate"

Him:"twomonthsuzobeukwisixmonthsmos"

Me:"yes"

Him:"sure,IhaveatripcomingupanduSinowants

tospendtheupcomingJuneholidaywithyou"

Me:"oh"



Him:"areyouupforit"?

Me:"khamceleazengoDecembertorho"

Him:"ohokaysureke"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup.
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Ibathedfinishthenwenttomakemyselfafruit

smoothiebeforeattemptingondoingmyhomework.

Whilstbusy,Iheardahootingcaroutsideandlooked

throughthevisualintercomIonlysawablackcarso

beingathug'sfiancéIknewhowdangerousitwasto

justopenuptostrangecars.ThecarhootedagainI

justdidn'tmindit,Iknewifitwasanyoneserious

s/he'llcallandrightthen,myphonerang

Me:"low"

Him:"hey,ndimGuddacanyouopenthegate"



Me:"kay"

Iopenedthegateforhimandtheninamatterof

secondshewalkedin,lookingsomuchindistress

thanIactuallythoughthewouldbe

Him:"molo"

Me:"eweke"

Hesatdownnervously

Me:''shouldImakeyouanythingtodrink?Eat"?

Him:"waterwillbefinethanks"

Iwenttofetchhimabottleofcoldwaterndamnika

andsatdownwaiting...hedrankacoupleofgulps

downthenheliftedhiseyesandlookedatme.

Concerned.



Him:"fewmonthsbackIfoundoutwe'rehalf-

siblings"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"funnyhowlifeworks.Zangeaphaebomini

ndicingelebayou'dbemysisterorI'dhaveasister

asamatteroffact.YesIknewthere'sahigh

possibilitythatdadcouldhavemorethanone

childrenIjustdidn'tthinkoneofthemcouldbethis

close"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...

Me:"yougrewupwithhim"?

Him:"yes.Alongwithmytwoyoungerbrothers"

Me:"youhavebrothers?Baphi"?

Him:"theystudyoverseasthankstoyourboyfriend"



Whoawait.

NtandoknowsGuddahasbrothers?Bafundiswa

nguye?Thenhowcomehedidn'tknowGudda'sdad?

Oooohwait...MaybehedidknowGudda'sdadqha

ebengafuniukutshokum!Damn!Butshameman,he

neversaidhedoesn'tknowhim.Ndiyamtyhola

ngoku.

Me:"that'skindofhim.Where'syourmother"?

Him:"PE,shelivesthere"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"look,Iknowyoualsodidn'texpectanyofthis

butdadisonthevergeofbeingreleasedthismonth

andhe'dlikeusalltostartafresh"

Me:"I'mcertainyoucanstartafreshwithoutme,I

mean,yourfamilyiscompletealready"

Him:"butnowyou'repartofittoo"

Me:"I'msorryGuddabutIdon'tthinkIwantto"

Him:"Teeplease"



Me;"what'syourrealname,bytheway"?

Him:"Ayabonga"

Me:"Aya,Idon'tmeantobeinsultiveorinsensitive

butIdon'tthinkIcanbepartofyourfamily.Your

father,isyourfather.Iburiedmyownfather"

Hekeptquietforalongtime.

Me:"I'msurenonwabilenowthathe'scomingback"

Him:"ikhonalantokuthwayisecondchancemfethu"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"thenmnike,justgettoknowhim.Gettoknow

us"

Me:"yazbra,akhontoindenzaconfusedmorethan

havingSosoasmycousinandyouasmybrother

youknow?Andthenontopofitall,Marcusisstillmy

brother"

Him:"theTituskid?Hedoesn'tevenknowwe're

cousins.Babesemuncuugqibelakwethukokwabo"



Me:"yetyou'veseenhimeKapa,awthethi"

Him:"wewereneveraclosefamily.Umamakhelives

topleaseherhusband,Itellitlikeitissoakandiginyi

ncam"

Me:"hm.It'slikeNtandoisrunningsomesortof

shelterforthisdysfunctionalfamilyofmine.He

mustbeahero"

Him:"hehadadifficultupbringingandithas

humbledhim.He'sagoodman,withagoodheartIf

youobeyhim"

Me:"andyoudolookobedient"

Him:"Itry.I'veseenhisbadsidesoItrytokeepinmy

laneatalltimes"

Me:"youspeaksoheroicofhim.Doesyourfather

knowyou'reassociatedwithhim?Thatyou'realsoa

gangsta"?

Hechuckled.



Him:"heknows,he'snothappyaboutitbuthe

knows"

Me:"Iwouldn'twantmychildleadingthiskindalife"

Him:"wewouldn'teither,that'swhywesaveupevery

centforthefuture"

Ilookedathim,I'veneverseenGuddainthislight.He

wasdifferentfromtheGuddaIknow

Me:"doyouhaveafamilyofyourown"?

Him:"twosonsinasixyearsofarelationship"

Me:"wow,whydon'tyoujustmarryher"?

Him:"wemarriedincourt,justthatherfamilydoesn't

likeme"

Me:"sotheywon'tacceptlobola"

Him:"yeah"

Hahatypical.



Itfeltrighttoalsoopentohim

Me:"sincewe'resharing,yourbossproposed"

Ishowedhimmyhand.Hesmiled.

Him:"he'sagoodman,thoughIwouldn'thavewanted

anyofmyfamilytobeinthisbutasinobasayithini

cozhe'smadaboutyou"

Me:"wishIcouldchangehim"

Him:"don't,manyhavetried.Justlovehimforwhohe

is.Andlearntolistentohim,Inoticedthat'sa

weaknessyouhave"

Ilaughed.That'strue

Me:"wellthanksfortheadvice.Itmightnotbeabad

ideahavinganadditionalbrotherafterall"

Him:"justfindaplacetoforgiveyourfather.Iknow



awunangxakinam"

Me:"let'snotpushit,onestepatatime"

Him:"fairenough.CanItreatyoutoearlydinner

then"?

Me:"ifsizotyainyamathenIdon'tmind"

Him:"aytthen,getyourshoes"

:)

Iwenttowearpumpsandacoatthenwedroveout

inhiscartosomepubandgrilldowntown,Idon't

knowwhyItrustedhimsoeasily.Maybeitsbecause

he'salsooneofNtando'smen?Idon'treallyknow.

Wehadafewlaughsoverdinnerthenhedroveme

homeandwenthisway.Oncealoneathome,I

missedNtandosomuchithurtbutIwasn'tgonna

callhimagain.IchangedintoPJsandtuckedmyself

inbedwithmylaptopandmovies.Nearingmidnight,

hecalled.



Me:"hm"?

Him:"ulele"?

Me:"noI'mjustfinishingoffamovie,sup"?

Him:"ndiyakukhumbula"

Iswearmyheartsmiled...

Me:"ndiyakukhumbulanam"

Him:"I'mseriouskeyaz"

Me:"ndiseriousnamnjebaby"

Him:"worsethisbedsuddenlybecameaLiltoobig

forme"

Me:"how'stheweather"

Him:"worse"

Me:"maybethat'swhyyoumissme,youmissthe

cuddlingmorethantheperson"

Him:"nguweumntuwecuddlingmnandikhumbula

wena"

Me:"mmhyouknowwheretofindme"



Him:"ifIcouldIswearI'dcomengoku,don'tquote

meonthisbutIevenlongtohearyourmoans,your

softcriesofecstasy"

Me:"babedon't.Idon'thaveaspareyouherekalok"

Him:"namnje,I'mjusttrynadrawthispictureforyou"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"pityIcan'taskwhatyou'rewearingcozyou

havetokeepmybabywarm"

Me:"ewekalokawukhowenawithyourkissesand

warmhandstorubmystomachandlower..to

warmth"

Him:"yho"

Me:"heeewakhuzakodwaundiqalendizihlele"

Him:"ungumntuowayethathwaphibabe"?

Me:"whyd'youwannaknow?Can'tfindanyonewitha

bodyashot,sexyandrealasIam"?

Him:"haven'tfoundanyonewhokeepsmeawakeat

nightnotonlythinkingaboutmakinglovetoherbut

justsimplythinkingabouther"



Me:"mmhIguessI'mtheluckyonemos,tohaveyou

thinkingaboutme,randomly?KodwakeI'myour

fiancésoveleumelwekundicinga"

Hechuckled,heartfelt.

Him:"you'veturnedmeintoahopelessromantic"

Me:"I'mglad,andIproudlytakeallcredit"

Him:"yeahwhatever,lalangokumychildneedsto

rest"

Me:"ulelengokulomntanawakho.Lalanawe"

Him:"ndiyalalafondin.Kulebediveleyankulu

miraculously"

Me:"hahahaIloveyouvha"

Him:"ndiyaqinangawe"

Wehungup.

IknewIwasgonnahavethesweetestdreamsever.



HavingNtandotoconfesslikethattakesalotmore

thanyouthink.
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Aweeklatermydadwasreleasedfrom

prison,actuallyadaybeforehisreleasehecalledto

informmendathiokay.Ihadnothingelsetosayto

him.Yet.

Faithandherhusbandcametofetchhimbayanaye

eMontibamenzelayonkinto.Icalledacallfrom

Guddathreedayslater...

Me:"bhut'Aya"

Him:"heee!Wow,unjani"

Me:"I'mcoolwena"

Him:"I'mgood,Iguessyouknowdadisout"

Me:"yep,hecalledme"



Him:"ohgreat,soniyathetha"?

Me:"no"

Hebecamesilentforaminute.

Him:"wellIwantedtoinformyouthathehascalleda

familymeetingformonthend"

Me:"iyanikalok"

Him:"includingyou"

Me:"Guddaplease.KhanimeniIhavealotonplateI

can'tdealwithhimrightnow,makandilindendibe

rightthenmaybeI'llcomearoundeventually"

Him:"okayokay,I'msorry"

Me:"yho"

Him:"Idon'tmeantoputpressureonyouokay"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Him:"I'llcallyousomeothertime"

Me:"sharp"



Hehungup.

Yhu!

SowhenNtandosaidhehasanupcomingtriphe

meantatriptoMalawi.Andsomehowthetriphadto

benowofalltimes,andallIhadtodoasusualwas

tounderstandhislineofbusiness.Hewasgonefor

thosetwowholemonthsandcamebackfortwo

weeks,oneinwhichweweregoingtogoforan

appointmentwiththegynecologist.Helandedin

Joziontheexactappointmentdayandcame

straighttothedoctor'sofficecozmnandiziyele

sinceIthoughthewouldn'tbecomingandufike

sendizogqiba

Him:"I'msorryI'mlate,hey"

Welookedup,thedoctorandI,uChettywamncumela

Ijustlookedathim.



Doc:"you'reintimeforthesonarMrNtabeni"

Him:"ohgood"

Hesatdownandwatched,somehowmybabywas

growingimmaculatelydespitewhatthedoctorssaid.

Whentheyweredoneshowingeachotherwhatwas

what,Igotdressedandsatonthebed

Me:"sowhatdowedonow"

Doc:"wegiveyouanothermonth,yourwombseems

tobegraciousdespiteourfears.But,you'llhave

fortnightcheckupsnow"

Me:"like,everysecondweekIhaveacheckup"?

Doc:"yes.Pleaseliftyourarm"

Heremovedthepressurestickandconductedher

report



Doc:"I'llbebackinamoment"

Me:"sure"

Sheleftus.Iworemysneakers,glovesandbeanie

cozitwaswintery.

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"I'msorryIwaslateokay"

Me:"Iheardyouthefirsttime"

Him:"thenutshintshelentoni"?

Me:"amIsupposedtocrackupnobaakhoneed"?

Him:"heh!I'vebeengoneforwhat,twomonths?And

thisisawelcomeIget"?

Me:"I'msureyoudidn'texpectabunchofrosesand

achocolatebarthough"



Wathula.IsatonthesamepositionandtextedSoso

bathebabyisfine,herespondedngecall:)

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,gotyourmessage.Sodoesitmeanyou're

nothavingacaesareansectionngoku"?

Me:"fornowno"

Him:"thankGod!Unjaniwena"?

Me:"I'mrelievedyho,youhavenoidea"

Him:"Icanonlyimagine.MamelakeI'mcomingto

Jo'burgnextweekuLindouzakwitournamentye

hockey"

DoctorChettywalkedbackin...Idon'tknowwhatshe

wassayingkuNtandobuthesignedsomething

Me:"oohokay"

Him:"youowemelunch"



Me:"forntoningoku"

Him:"justforbeingSoso"

Me:"heee!Okay,we'lltalkxaseleulapha"

Him:"okaybye"

Me:"sure"

IhungupandlookedatNtando

Me:"yintonlebuyisigna"?

Him:"somethingaboutleoperationyakho.Ifit

comestothat"

Me:"operation?Whyizofunaisignatureyakho

kengokkodwandimumntuozosikwa"?

Him:"I'mthefatherofthebaby,remember?It

concernsmetoo"

Ijustrolledmyeyes.



Doc:"okaywe'redonefortheday,whenyoucome

backintwoweeksI'llhaveyourbloodtestsready

MsSmith"

Me:"thankyousomuch"

Doc:"pleasure"

Wewalkedout,settledthebillandIwenttomycar

hejustwatchedmewithhishandsonhiswaist

Him:"sothat'showitsgonnabenow"?

Igotinsideandloweredthewindow

Me:"wellI'mgoinghome,unlessyouwantedtotake

meoutforlunch"

Him:"ohuyayifunayonailunchkodwayou'reignoring

me"

Me:"andizongayifuniilunchbaby,ohbythewayifyou



aretakingmeforlunchplsfillupmyfueltank"

Helookedatmeamazed,Isawhimshakinghishead

ashewalkedclosertomycarandleanedover

sajongana

Him:"soawnayonepetrolphezukwaleyobaufuna

ndikukhuphe"?

Me:"correction,ndinayoipetrolbutitwon'tbeenough

todrivearoundnjee.Otherwiseizofikaendliniand

takemetoschoolnangomso"

Him:"Idon'tknowwhyIbother"

Me:"uthandaidrama,that'syourproblem"

Hetransferedmoneyintomyaccount,myphone

beepedIsmiledandlookedathim

Me:"andazikenobayeyefuelokanyeyeyelunch"?



Him:"uskewathininahS'bongilewahsarcastic

namhlanje"

Me:"amI"?

Helookedatme...lacoldlookindenzandigodole

namathumbu

Him:"fillupyourtankandmeetmeatJohnDory's"

Me:"seafoodisnotrightforumntana,hecould

contactpolio"

Him:"steakandribsareworse"

Me:"worse?Hayhayredmeatisnotsicknessrelated

inanyway"

Him:"obesity,highbloodpressure,diabetes.ShouldI

continue"?

Ndamjamelanje



Him:"JohnDory's"

Thenheleft...Iwenttofillupmytankndahamba

ndayakuloJDwakhewakhendafikasephaya

Me:"haveyouorderedyet"?

Him:"no"

Iliftedmyhandandawaitresscametoattendtous

Him:"doubleplatterontoday'sspecial"

Me:"extralargefriesandappetizer"

Shetooknotesandleft

Me:"so,how'sMalawi"



Hahaha!Mxm.

Hestudiedme.Idon'tknowwhyhedoesthat

Him:"businessasusual"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"unjaniwena"

Me:"I'mgood"

Him:"howgood"

Me:"verygoodespeciallynowthatIcancarrymy

babyanothermonthANDI'vebeenacceptedasan

internkwaLegalWise"

Him:"really?Sowhendoyoubegin"

Me:"November"

Him:"uzawubesewbelekilebythen,sowhatareyou

decidingngomntana"?

Me:"ohthat"

Him:"yesthat"



Ourfoodcamendatyachipszam,Iwasserious.I'm

noteatinganyseafoodswhilepregnantIdon'tcare

whetheritsatruthoramyth.Myphonerang,Ilooked

athim.ItwasKuhleandnormallytheycallwhen

they'reindeepshit

Me:"Ihavetotakethis,sorry"

Him:"takeitkalok"

..

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,howareyou"

Me:"I'mgreatsaniwena"

Him:"I'mgreat,whenwereyouplanningontellingus"?

Me:"tellingyouwhat"?

Him:"thatyou'repregnant,andengaged"

Me:"heee!Itslippedmymind,I'msorry"

Him:"mh,sowhenisthebabydue"?

Me:"inabouttwotothreemonths"



Him:"wellI'llbetherewithhisfirstcar,zomthengelaI

rangeefananekatatakhe"

Me:"hahabutuzoyikhwelanjaninafondin"

Him:"izomlindatchin"

Me:"wellthankyou,but...Ihavetogo"

Him:"heee!Icalledyou"

Me:"Iknow,butandfunuphelelwangumziungekaqali

fondin"

Him:"oohyou'rewiththebigguy"

Me:"yep"

Him:"khamnikeiphonekhendimgezele"

IlookedatNtandondamnika,helookedatthescreen

andasmiledcreptoutofthecornersofhismouth.

Astheyweretalking,Iwaseating.Bagqibauthetha

hereturnedmyphone

Him:"I'mstillwaiting"



Me:"onwhat"

Him:"nowthatyou'llbeworking,uzomthiniumntana"?

Me:"isyourofferstillstanding"?

Him:"ewe"

Me:"I'lltakeyouuponit"

Him:"gooddecision"

Me:"eshe"

Him:"whatchangedyourmind,ifImayask"

Me:"mylife"

Him:"yourlife"?

Me:"Idon'twantmychildtoexperienceevena

quarterofwhatIexperiencedinlife,generallysoit

willbebetterifukhulelakum"

Him:"Ihearyou,haveyouseenyourfatheryet"

Me:"no"

Him:"baby"

Me:"ha,aNtando,don'tgothere.I'mdealingwiththis

thebestwayIknowrightnowIdon'tneedpressure.



Please"

Heateup.Insilence.
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Whenhewasdonewejustsatthere

Him:"IknowGuddatoldyouabouthisbrotherswho

arelivingabroad"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"IknowyouprollythinkIknewaboutyour

dad,wellpartlyIdidqhabendingamazbangu

tatakhonawe"

Me:"youdon'thavetoexplain,Iknewsomehowsoze

ungamazisoIdecidednottoaskyouanything.I

respectyourbusinessethics"

Him:"yho,andhereIthoughtucaphukisweyilonto"

Me:"NtandoI'vegrown,forthisshortwhile.Ijust



don'tknowhowwe'llseparatebusinesswithfamily

whenIhavemybrothersworkingwithyou"

Him:"theyknowhowthisbusinessworks"

Me:"thenIguesswewon'thaveproblemskexa

utshoyo,Ijustdon'twannabeinvolvednaxaseku

badkemntakamalume"

Wandijongaakathetha

Me:"uhambaniniapha"?

Him:"sendikudikilenahfondin"

Me:"noman,Ijustwannaspendtimewithyouqha

andifuniukubambezelaifungxamile"

Him:"masambekesyobekaimotoyakhothenwe'll

gobacktotheapartmentinmycar"

Igotup...andiunderstandwhykufunekandiqale

ndcelewhenIwannaspendtimewithhim.But

hey,I'mgettingwhatIwantanyway.



Wedrovetomyhome,Iparkedthecarinthegarage

thenIwentinsideandpackedaweekendbag

thoughIdidn'treallyknowhowlonghe'llbehere

thenndaphumaandwenttohiminhiscar

Him:"aweekendbag"?

Me:"bendikubuzileuhambaniniawandiphendula"

Iputitnexttomeatthebackpassengerseat,

sahamba.Safikakwakhekukhotwoguyswaitingat

thedoor

Me:"whoarethosepeople"

Him:"Idon'tknow,juststayclose"

WestayingcloseIdid,Iheldhishandandhisother

handwascarryingmybagaswewalkedtowardsthe

door



Him:"suregents"

Guy:"sureta,sithunywekuweta"

Him:"nguban"?

Guy:"nguBraBongs"

Helookedatme

Him:"okay"

HeopenedthedoorsangenasonkeIwenttoputmy

bagupstairsheattendedtotheseguysndithe

xandbuyaabasekho

Me:"yourguestsgonealready"?

Him:"yeah,Ineedtotakeaquickshower"

Me:"sure"



Hewentupstairstoshower,Isatonthecouchand

searchedtheTVforsomethingwatchableuntilhe

camebackwearingshortsandsandals,carryinghis

T-shirt.

Him:"babyIhavetodashforanhourorevenless

yabo?Ndizobuyagou-gou"

Me:"haykodwaNtandofondinndizekuweapha"

Him:"Iknow,ndiyosabelakalokndibizwangumntu

omdala"

Me:"ufunantonkuwelotata?Khonaebengayanga

Montinah"?

Him:"Ithoughtwedon'ttalkaboutbusinessevenif

itinvolvesfamily"

Ndathula.

TherewasnothingIcouldsaythatwillchangehis

mind,makenzeke.Hesatdownandlookedatme,I



lookedattheTV

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"baby"

Him:"ndiyosabelaqhathenndibuye"

Me:"hambakalok"

Him:"ndingabuyiuhambilekeapha"

Me:"andimuncwangaNtando"

Him:"akhanditshobaumuncuI'mjustsayingndibuye

usekhona"

Ndathulamnastill.Hegotup,tookhiscarkeysand

left.Igotupandwenttotakesourwormsfrommy

baganddialedGudda,itrangonceandhepickedup

Him:"Lilsis"

Me:"hey,unjani"

Him:"I'mgoodunjaniwena"



Me:"notsogood,Ihearyourdadishere"

Him:"erh,aboutthat..."

Me:"wait,youknew"?

Him:"yes.HewantstomeettaBeastthat'sall"

Me:"meethim?Inconnectionwithwhat"?

Him:"wellI'msorry,Ican'tsay"

Me:"Guddaplease"

Him:"Tee,don'tgetinvolvedanddon'teventhinkof

askingtaBeast.Ifhewannatellyouhewill,don'tnag

himaboutit.Foryourowngood"

Mxm.

Somuchforbeingacaringbrother!

Me:"sharp"

Him:"Iloveyouokay"

Me:"mxmbyebye"



Wahleka-_-ntonehlekisayo?Ihadnochoicebutto

waitforNtandoandinthatprocessIhadtomake

Gudda'sadviceuseful.Icouldn'twaitupforlechapI

somehowfellasleeponthatcouchwiththeTVstill

playingandsometimelaterifelthimcoveringmy

legswithablankieiopenedmyeyes

Me:"hey,you'reback"

Him:"ndikuvusile"?

Ishookmyheadandjustturnedtofacetheother

way,ndaphindandalala.Musthavebeenthetests

kwagqirhathatgotmesotired.Isleptuntilmidday

:vI'mrealgood.WhenIwokeup,Icouldhearsome

othervoicesinsidethehouse.

IsatupandrubbedmyeyesthenIwentupstairs,it

wastimetodrinkoneofthepills..themostbitterof

emall.ThenIwenttothebathroomndabuyandehla



IwantedfruitxandfikaRangerandGuddawere

there,eating.

Me:"Molweni"

Them:"sure"

Iwenttothekitchenandtooktwobananasanda

glassofwaterxandizophuma,taBeastwalkedinand

heldmywaist.Ididn'tevengivehimachanceto

speak,IlockedlipswithhimIheardhimgroandeeply.

Idrankinthathungrymanlysound,hewrappedhis

armstighterandpulledmeclosertohimself.Iknew

I'vebeendrivinghimcrazylatelywithmynever

settlingmoods.Hebenthisheadandtookmy

mouth,drinkinginmysighofsurrenderashecaught

myupperlip,suckingitgentlymakingmemoan

fromthedepthsofmythroatasheevenwent

furthertospearhistongueinside.Hesomehow

managedtotakeover,hewasnowcontrollingthis

momentthatIfoundmyselfmoaningsome

more,pressedmybodyonhis,forgettingthatthere's



hisguyselounge.Ibrokefreeandlookedathim

Him:"don'tdothat,comehere"

Me:"behave,youhavevisitors"

Ikissedhischeekandlefthimstillholdinghislips

ndayohlalaeloungewiththeothersthoughIdidn't

evenconversemuchcozIwasonWhatsAppmost

ofthetime

"Forapregnantwoman,youlooktoobeautiful"

Ilookedup...Guddawassmilingatme,Ntando

walkedinandsatnexttome

Me:"hm"?

Him:"you'retoobeautifulforapregnantwoman"

Me:"beautiful?You'rejustsayingthat"



Him:"whywouldIlie"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,whydomenlie"?

Rangerwahleka...

Range:"nononolet'srephrasethatquestion,whydo

peoplelie"?

Me:"haikeandiyaz"

Gud:"youdon'tlie"?

Me:"no"

Ntandocoughed:vInudgedhimwithmyelbow

kwahlekwawonkeumntu

Me:"okayokay,maybeIdolie.ButonlyWhenIfeel

it'snecessary"

Range:"soyoudolie"

Me:"Rangerdon't"



Range:"haha!KalokIwannamakesureIheardyou

properly"

Wehadsomenicetimebeforetheydecidedtoleave

usinpeace.Ntandolocked,Lolkuseearly,pastsix

thenheclosedallcurtainsandwindows.

Hecametositnexttome,kissingmyneck...

Him:"masigqibezelelantobesiyenzakalokbabe"

Ilookedathimndaphelayintsini!Really?

Me:"let'srathercooksupper,mybabyisgetting

hungry"

Him:"youjusthadtwobananasI'msurehe'llsurvive

afewminutes"

Itouchedhisfaceandkissedhimoncemore,he



musthavebeencravingitthesepastfewmonthsso

whydeprivehimofhisgoods?
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Wekissed,heliftedmeupandcarriedmeupthe

stairstoourroom,thereheundressedmebitbybit

throwingmyclothesonthefloorandmakingsure

thateachandeveryreachablepartisnotleftwithout

notice.

Me:"babe"

Hekissedmylips,openingemaLiljusttogain

excessinside.Iacceptedhisinvitationandwent

alongwithhisenthusiasm.Itmusthavebeenthe

longtimeofdroughtcozitfeltsogood,likethefirst

timebackinCT.Afteracoupleofminuteswelay

nexttoeachother,hewasheavingforbreath.Ijust

wantedtocuddle.Igavehimafewminutestocatch

hisbreaththenImovedcloserandlaymyheadon



hischest,kissinghimbeforeclosingmyeyesand

drinkinginthismagnificentscentthroughmy

nostrils.Iwassatisfied.Throughandthrough.He

kissedmyforeheadanddrewmeevencloser,I

wasn'tsleepybutIfeltthathewantedtosleep

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"Iloveyou,forreal"

him:"Iloveyoutoo,letssleepbaby"

Me:"andozelimna"

Cwaka...

Me:"ulele"?

LolNtandowalalasana,Idrewsweetnothingsonhis

chest.Thenndadinwaandgotupndazenzelaigreen



teaandtookrusksthenIwalkedbackupstairs

ndisityafikaiphoneyamikhalaIputthecupdown

andpickedupthecall

Me:"mmlow"?

Him:"hi.Pleasedon'thangup"

Me:"erh,whoamIspeakingto"?

Him:"ndimuta-ndimuBonginkosi"

Me:"oh"

Him:"canwetalk?Please"

Me:"aboutwhat"

Him:"S'bongilendcelauxoloagainandI'llprobably

keepaskingforyourforgivenessuntilyouforgive

me"

Iputthesaucerwithrusksdown,gotinbedand

coveredmylowerbodysupportingmybackwithtwo

pillows



Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyouwantfromme"

Him:"Imightnotdeservetosaythisbutyou'remy

daughter.Myonlydaughter"

Me:"sofar"

Him:"wellsofar,Iwanttohavearelationshipwith

you.Gettoknowyouandbeinvolvedinyourlife"

Me:"beinvolvedinmylife?How"?

Him:"Idon'tknowanythingaboutyousoIjustwant

anopportunitytogettoknowyou,I'veheardngo

Ayabongayou'reagoodperson"

Me:"soniyanddiscusserngoku"?

Him:"no,besincokolaandyoucameup"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"socanwemeet?WhileI'mstillaround"

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'llsee"

Him:"okayke,you'llcallmekulenumberwhenyou

makeadecision"



Me:"sure"

Him:"haveagoodnight"

Me:"thanks"

Ihungupndagqibezelaiiruskszam.

IwasbusybrowsingonmytabletwhenInoticed

thatAnelisawasintown,Ikindaguessedunendoda

entshakecozshe'swaytooDependantonmen.Its

inhernature,Ilikedthatstatusandbrowsed

through...Sawamanda'spostabouther

engagementtoX:o.whenIwastiredofallofthis

browsingIputthephonesasidendazamaulala

kwaskekwakhalaiphonekaNtando,Icheckedthe

callerfirstandanswered

Me:"Ranger"

Him:"hey,uphiubruh"?

Me:"ulele,shouldItakeamessageorndimvuse"?

Him:"ndcelaumvusemfethu"



Ishookhimabit,heopenedoneeyendamnika

iphoneyakhe

Him:"hm"?

Range:"grootman,we'reindeepshit.UBlaq-Mamba

ulapha"

Waxhumalohebhedini...

Him:"whatthefuckdoesthisniqqawantfromme

now"

Range:"bruh,he'swithfourotherguysthey'repacing

outside.Twointhebackyardandtwowithhim

efront"

Him:"kayndiyeza"

Range:"shota"



Waphakamaandgotdressed,IwatchedcozIknew

nottoask.Hisfacialexpressionsaidalotnjeonits

own.Hebentunderthebedandremovedarusty

briefcasewayivulaandremovedtwoloadedpistols,a

packetofspikesandexplosivesthenlastlya

machete.OkayIwasscaredneh,butndoyika

nophoxwaifIaskedkwenzekantoni.Whenhewas

donehesatdownandcalledhisguysfromSoweto

to"help"him,ashesaidthenwabekaiphoneand

lookedatme.Iwascuddledupinmycornerjust

lookingathim...

Him:"comelockup,I'llbebackbeforemidnight"

Me:"kay"

Hemusthavenoticedbandiyoyikacozoncewe

weredownstairsheturnedandcuppedmyfacethen

kissedme,Ifeltsomeheatinmybellymaybeitwas

fearIdon'tknow



Him:"Iloveyou,uyayazlontoright"?

Inod

Him:"good,ifyounoticeanythingweirdwhileI'm

gonesendmeatext.Don'tcallneh?I'llcallyou"

Me:"soyou'retellingmeIcouldbeindanger"?

Him:"I'mnotsureatthemomentbut,keepyourears

ontheground"

Inodandkissedhim,forasecthenheleft,Ilocked

upandwentbackupstairswhereIreceivedatext

fromGuddasoItextedhimback

Me:"amIalsoindanger"?

Him:"we'reallindanger,ungalalijustkeepawake

untilhecomesback"

Me:"uyandoyikisafondin"

Him:"Iknow,butthat'stherealityofourlives.But

rightnow,don'tthinkaboutthat,hlalainoneplace

andkeepalertvha"



Me:"sho"

Iputmyphoneaside.

IkeptwonderingwhyisitthatwhenI'mpregnant

withhischildkwasolokokusenzekaezizinto?Iwas

closetodeliverywhenChumawantedtoburnme

withthehouse,nowthisagain?Killaisdeadforsure

buthispeoplearenotdead.Agangstaneverkeeps

oneteam,he'sgotniqqaallaroundtheuniverseifke

he'sassophisticatedastaBeast.Butwhatifayingo

Killa?WhatifngutatakaGudda?Idon'ttrustthat

guy!Butwhywouldheputhisson'slifeindanger?

Justthiswonderingwasdrivingmenuts.Itook

Ntando'slaptopandopenedit,passwordhasn't

changedthenIwentthroughthenonprivatestuff

justtokeepmyselffromsleeping.Afteranhourand

ahalfhecalled...yhomyheartalmostjumpedoutof

mychest

Me:"baby?Areyouokay"?

Him:"heyrelaxI'mfine,I'monmywayback.Canyou



getmethefirstaidkituyibekeelounge"

Me:"ohkay"

Him:"andthenfixupthespareroomasseblief"

Me:"okay"

Him:"sharp"

Iwenttofixupthespareroomwhichhadtwo

doublebeds,thenItookthefirstaidkitndayibeka

eloungeandwaitedforaknock.Theknockonly

cameafterthirtyfullminutesndavulabangena,

RangerhadawoundonhisleftshouldersoGudda

nurseditandbandageditbanyukabayolala.Iwent

upstairstoo,Ifeltnausea,musthavebeenthesight

andsmellofbloodnyhaniwhenIwasabouttogetin

bed,IfeltallthefoodcomingupIrantothe

bathroom,bumpingontoNtandocomingout

ebevasa.Ikneltinfrontofthetoiletseatandout

cameeverything.Hewalkedbackinandgavemea

glassofwater,Irinsedmymouthndaphakama

ndayolala



Him:"usharp"?

Me:"yeah,goodnight"

Him:''night"

Icoveredmyselfndalala,hegotbusyonhislaptopI

don'tknowuntilwhenbutwhenIwokeupthe

followingmorning...hewasn'tinbed.Iwashungry

neh,butIwenttobrushmyteethandwashmyface

rightafterIhadmadethebedthenIwalked

downstairsyhondafikaeloungekugcwelekutheqhu!

Ijustgreetedandwenttomakemyselffoode

kitchenthenmynewlyfoundbrotherwalkedin

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Him:"didyousleepwell"?

Me:"yeah,Nina"?

Him:"nathi"



Me:"besenityile"?

Him:"ha.abutwe'restillinameetingandkusekho

abezayofromtheCape"

Me:"yho,soanizotyauntilbafike"?

Him:"ifuzosenzelasingatyaI'msurethebigguy

won'tmind,ifnaweyoudon'tmind"

Ndamjonga,akamcume:vIjustsmiledndabe

sendisityaIoatmealbreakfastyamwithplain

yoghurt

Me:"rephrasewhatyoujustsaid"

Him:"willyoupleasemakeusbreakfast"

Me:"verygood,intoendingazoyenzainyekubayi

waitressyenukemna"

Him:"nodon'tworryaboutthat,we'llsortourselves

out"

Me:"sharp,nizolindacozIhavetotakeaquick

showerbeforethat"



Him:"noproblem"

Ismiledandwalkedout,backupstairswhereI

finishedmybreakfastandthentooka

shower,ndanxibaanoversizedwhiteT-shirtwith

blacktrackpantsandslippersthenIwenttomake

okukutya.SeeingthatbaninziIhadtothinkwisely

otherwisekuzophelaukutyakukaNtando

ebengakhangeakongezekefuthi...cozhisfridge

wasalmostempty.Howdoyoumakebreakfast

withouteggs?Itookastickynotepadandwrote

downeverythingIneededthentextedGuddaagain

wezaekitchenfollowedbythemanofthehouse

Him:"kuthennamanenidibanelaekitchenlam,nine

sidemeetingsngokuGudda"?

Gud:"heeeh"!

Me:"babendcelaunikeuGuddaimalithere'ssome

thingsIneedhimtobuyforme"

Him:"oh,malini"?



Me:"Idon'tknow...agrandmaybe"

WakhuphaIcardwamnikathenhekissedme

waphindelaelounge.

Gud:"sowhatdoyouneed"?

IgavehimthenotewahambasosolongIstartedon

chickenliverswithcaramelizedonionszaninzi,after

thatIgrilledsausagethenIhadtowaitforGuddato

comebackwithotherthingsIsatonthehighstool

andrespondedtotextszayizolo,phofbendincokola

noAmandandimbuzangalapostndiyibonekufb.

Ntandowalkedinagain

Him:"kunukakamnandiapha"

Ilookedupandsmiled.Whointhisstoneagefeels

comfortablewalkingaroundothermeninshorts



only?Yeshehasaverygoodbody,but:/even

homosexualscanbehood!

Me:"awbaweliunxibaiskipa?Usukekulombiza

Ntandoplease"

Him:"nope"

Hetookaspoonwakhakwilivers...Guddawalkedin

Me:"thanks"

Him:"sure,niphekanobabini"?

Bae:"khawhambeuyekwamanyeamadoda

magadandile"

Wavelawahlekaumntakadadwaphuma,loh

washiyekaethencakum

Him:"MrsBeast"



Me:"khawhambenaweuyekwamanyeamadoda

anxibileyo"

Wahleka,hekissedmyneckandwenttotakeavest

upstairswabuyaenxibileandproceededwiththe

meeting.WhenIwasdoneIcleanedtheplatesfor

them,packedthemnexttothebigservingbowls

whichcontainedoftheirfoodthenIcleanedthe

kitchen.Bazobonaimihlolaifbatyebalishiya

lingcolileelakitchi.JustwhenIthoughtI'mgoingto

rest,kwathigqiumntakaSmithemnyangoekitchen

:D

Him:"heee!Sojymaakdiekombuisruiksolekker

huh"?

Iturnedandranforahug!

MnanoMarcussingumtyanethunga,justlikeEvelyn

andLuke.



Me:"lemmeguess,y'allcametothismeeting"?

Him:"yeah,thisbabyisgoodtoyou.Evenyour

complexionhaschanged"

Wehuggedoncemorethenwabuyelaelounge,I

askedhimtocallGuddanyhaniweza

Me:''here'syourfood.Wheny'allhaveeatenfinish,I

wantthiskitchentobeexactlylikethis"

Him:"yesma'am"

Ndamshiyaandwenttodonothingupstairs,giving

themthespacetheyneededtodoizintozabo.

[10/10,19:30]+27730692704:#300

IstayedwithuNtandoforaweekthenImovedback

homecozhewasgoingbacktoCT.Adayafterhe

leftIcalledBonginkosiup,Idon'tknowwhyIdidbutI

didanyway.Wesettomeetthatsamedayfor



lunch,inapublicareaofmychoicewhichcouldn'tbe

Vince'splacecozIknowhownewstravel,ingangathi

Iwasoutonadatexabeyithethakuye.Ichosea

steakhouseclosebysoIdidn'thavetodrivealong

wayaroundtheetolls.Idecidedtobelate.Justto

testhispatience,ndafikaehleliwaitingpatiently

ndabulisaandsatdown,awaitercamewithamenu

ndacelaicitrusjuicewhilegoingthroughimenu

Him:"you'repregnant"?

Ilookedupathim...Kungonaayibonayolonto?My

juicereturnedthenIorderedstickyribswithsweet

potatofries.

Me:"areyounotgoingtoorder"?

Him:"today'sspecialplease"

Thewaitertookbackthemenusandleft.



Me:"unjani"?

Him:"I'vebeenbetter,you"

Me:"I'mgood.Sowhyareweheretoday"

Him:"tostartafreshIguess"

Me:"wellwecanonlydothatifyou'rewillingtofirst

gobackandtellmeeverythingIneedtoknow"

Him:"about"?

Me:"areyouserious?TheonlyreasonI'mhereifyou

didn'tknowistofindouthowIwasconceived,whyI

wasconceivedthatwayandwhywereyounever

there"

Him:"itsnoteasytalkingaboutthesethings,evenfor

mesohowmuchmorekuwe"

Me:"erh,Idon'tmeannodisrespectbutIdothinkI'm

bigenoughtothinkaboutmyself"

Him:"andI'myourfather,Ishouldknowwhat'sbest

foryou"

Me:"you'reright,youshould.Butyoudon't.And



uhm,thatword'father'can'tjustbethrown

around,yougottaearnit"

Ourfoodcame,Istartedwiththefries,Iwasstarting

toworrythatImightgivebirthtoanobesechild.

Ndlelalendizityangayoiifries.

Him:"yourmom...shewasuhm,myneighbor'sniece"

Me:"uh-huh"

Him:"Iwouldconfessmyloveforherontimetotime

andshe'drejectme"

Me:"why"

Him:"becauseIwasaganglordandbackthen,noone

wantedtobeseenorassociatedwithone"

Me:"kay"

Him:"IwasalreadydatinguNtsiki,mamaka

AyabongashealreadyhaduAyaandsemdala

kwayena.Sihlalisana"

Me:"sowait,lemmegetthisstraight.Thetimeyou



weregoingaftermymother,youwerealreadydating

someoneandunomntananaye"?

Him:"ewe,itsnotuncommonforagangstatohave

morethanonegirlfriendorchildrenfromdifferent

women"

Me;"yho"

Him:"soayearifnottwolater,Iwascomingfrom

Dimbazaitwaslate.Isawyourmotherendleleni,I

stoppedthecarandoneoftheguysIwaswith

grabbedherwamfakaemotweniandwedroveoutof

thatareatooursafehousewhichwasafew

kilometersawayfromwherewelived"

Ihadstoppedeatingbynow...Iwasjustlistening.

Hestoppedtalking

Me:"andthenwhat"?

Heexhaled...



Him:"andthentheyuhm,carriedherinside,drugged

hertocalmdownabitcozshewaskickingand

screaming.Theytiedhertothebedandlockedus

inside.ItwasaftertheactthatIrealizedshewasa

virgincoztherewassomuchbloodonthebed"

Me:"okaystop.I'veheardenough"

Icalledthewaiterandpaidforbothofusthen

ndahamba.Ilefthimthere.Howcouldhebesocalm

abouthiscruelty?Icouldn'tlistenanymore,Ifeltdirty

myself.HeranaftermeasIgotintomycarwafika

xandivalaicango

Him:"S'bongileplease"

Istartedtheignitionanddrovebackhome.Xandfika

nankuuSosoinhisdad'scarhootingnonstop.I

openedthegateandhedroveinfirst,Iwasamess.

Tears,nose...AndIwasgladthatitwasSosothatI

foundatleasthewillnotnagmetosayanythingbut



he'llbethecomfortingthatIneed.Igotoutofmy

carsametimeashegotoutofhis,Ididn'tevengoto

himIjustwentforthedoorndangenaendliniand

wentstraighttothebathroomndakhuphaeverything

thatIhadeatenthatday,hecamerunningincalling

mynamebutIcouldn'trespond.Hekneltdownnext

tome,gavemeaglassofwaterandacleanclothto

cleanmyselfupthenwewalkedtogethertomy

room.

Him:"okayTeewhat'sgoingon!Whyareyoulike

this"?

Me:"I-"

Icouldn'tsayanythingelse,hepulledmecloserand

huggedme.Icriedkakhulukengokcozndithenca

emnwtini.Hepulledmydrawersinsearchof

paracetamolcapsulesandfoundasmalltubof

PanadohegavemetwoIdrankwithwater

ndakhwelaebhediniandclosedmyeyes.HowI

prayedthatthiswasjustanightmare.Thedetail?



Thedetailsmademefeeldirty.Atleastitwasnotin

abushbutyerrritwasstillinastorehousewhere

theyprobablyrapedotherwomenorkilledother

humanbeings.

LateronwhenIwokeup,Sosowasstillthere

watchingme.Iwenttothebathroomandcameback

tofindabowlofchoppedfruitanda1litreyoghurt

tubwaitingforme.Isatdownnexttohimndatya

withoutsayingaword.Hewatchedmeeathalfof

that,Itookabreakandbreathed.

Him:"feelingbetter"?

Me:"yeahthankyou"

Him:"sotellmewhathappened"

Me:"Iwenttomeetyouruncle,Iwantedtoknowhow

Iwasconceived.ItjustgottoomuchIcouldn't

handleitallsoIwalkedoutonhimndabuya"

Him:"I'mgladyoufinallymethim,itsonestepcloser

tohealing"



Me:"healingSoso?I'mbrokenrightnow,Ifeeldirty,I

feelunworthy.Yhoyouhavenoidea"

Him:"IknowIhavenoideabutbeingarapechild

isn'tyourlabel.Itdoesn'thavetobewhoyouare"

Me:"youwatchtoomuchTVbabe,thisisreality.My

reality.OnethatIcan'tevenstomach"

Him:"giveyourselftime"

Ndathulamna

Him:"kudalaiphone'aindodakho"

Me:"ufunanton"?

Him:"ufunawenaduh"

Me:"mxm"

Icontinuedeatingthefruitndagqibezelangeyogurt,

Sosookoendijongile



Him:"thingsarestillokaybetweenyoutwo"?

Me:"uyaxela"?

Him:"I'masking"

Me:"sirightmfethu"

Him:"whenishesendingdelegationsforyourlobola"?

Me:"yenyeleyoSoso.Izosiwakubanilobolayam?

NowthatIsuddenlyhaveafather"?

Him:"wenaufunaisiwekubani"?

Me:"LukeandMarcus.Theyhavemybestinterests

atheartbutknowinguNtandoisatraditionalman,

izobanzimalontoespeciallysinceanotherbrotheris

inthepicture"

Him:"anotherbrother"?

Me:''Gudda"

Him:"GuddaasinthugGudda?TheeGudda"?

Me:"eweLwandisotheeGuddaisyourcousin"

Him:"howdidInotknowkengok"?

Me:"hah!Youseehowstupidmylifelooks?Ithree



brothersfromsixdifferentparents,twosistersfrom

theirowndifferentparents.Afatherwhousedtobe

aganglord,afiancéwhoisaganglordandsomehow

allthesebrothersthatIhavemet,areworkingforthis

fiance.Thenthere'stwowhoareabroad,thanksto

mybabydaddyExplainthathoney"

EvenSosowasdumbfounded.

Him:"butbabekuyoyonkelentoyouhave

them,akfaninongabinamntuatall"

Me:"andthenthere'syou"

Him:"hayndithenimna"?

Him:"you'realwaysherewhenIneedyou,mxmyou

shouldhavebeenmyboyfriendkwakuqalayaz

Lwandiso"

Him:"yhongesikwimoemishithatisbiggerthanthis

Tee.UnlikeLandileIknowIwouldhavesleptwith

you,backinEL"

Me:"yho..Andthenwefindoutwe'recousins"



Him:"yhomfethu!ThankGodyoudatedLaa.He

savedallofusfromalotofunforseendanger"

Me:"yeahsaythatag-"

Ntandocalled...

Me:"babe"

Him:"kuninindifouna,ufunantonuTitusaphokodwa

wenaulele"?

Me:"I'mgoodthanks,I'msureyou'refinetoo.Bythe

soundofyourvoice"

Sosogotupandwentdownstairs...

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"babywhenwillyoustopukhweletelauSoso?

Relaxmtchana,we'recousinsremember"?



Heexhaled:oheee!Marakwenzekaninah

phandlapha!?

Him:"unjaniumntanam"?

Me:"she'sfine"

Him:"what'supwithyourvoice"?

Me:"bendilila"

Him:"ubulila?Kubhubheban"?

Me:"khayekewethu,uzozaforIcheckup"?

Him:"nobabeIwon'tmakeit,Icalledtoinformyou

ndiyahambalatendiyaeNiger"

Me:"uyaeNiger?Forwhat"?

Him:"business"

Me:"ooh,uhambekak'hleke"

Him:"sho,mamelakendizokuthumelelaimaliforthe

docneyefuelphalate"

Me:"izobayimalini"?

Him:"itwillbeenough"



Me:"shoacus"

Him:"ungazulazulimanS'bongilepls,andinaye

nomntuendinomthumelaazokugadawhileI'mgone"

Me:"heeehaibo,IonlygotoclassnakoVincefor

inyamaqhanje"

Him:"rathercallVincetobringyouinyama.Ineedto

knowyou'resafeallthetimemeaningqholateyou'll

textmebeforeyousleep"

Me:"yessir"

Him:"okay,sharpke"

Me:"Ntando"?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"ndiyakuthandanambabe"

Me:"sharpke"

Him:"sho"

WhenhehungupIwenttojoinSosondafikaesitya.



Me:"whenareyougoingbacktoCT"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,butiknowIcan'tleaveyouall

alonehere.Whyubuza"

Me:"wellyoucouldspendafewdays.Ifyourchick

won'tmind"

Him:"I'lltalktoherdon'tworry"

Me:"enkosisani"

ItextedEve,shedidn'trespond.Icalledher,she

didn'tpickup.Whatthehellhappenedtoher?

UnyakawonkeokoehlalanoLwando?Hay

unesibindiumtasestru'bob!


