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"Hayiwenaawuvuke,yiniukhohliweukuthiyouhave

togotowork?"

Igroanandcovermyselfwithapillowandshe

wakesmeupagain.

"Don'tmakemedragyououtthatbedAvela!"

Me:"okayimwake!"

"Good!"

Me:"arghyousoannoying!"

"Youlovemelikethatbabes."

WellAzaniaismyflatmate,welllikemysisternow

becausewehavegrownsocloseoverthepast2



years,she'sayearolderthanme.IgetupandI

madethebedandIgotakeabath,afterbathingi

getdressedinmyworkuniform,whichisablack

shorttunic,blackpantyhoseandblacktomy's.Iam

awaitressinthisexpensiveclubandthesalaryis

goodsoimnotcomplaining.IcombmyfadeandI

puffonperfumeandIgetoutofmyroomandmake

mywaytothekitchen.

Azania:"youknow,youdon'tlooklikesomeonewho

worksinaclub.Anightclubtobeexact."

Me:"ohwhatever."Isayrollingmyeyes.

Azania:"youshouldputonmake-up,showthatyou

workintheexpensiveclubinhere."

Me:"theyhiredmewithmynaturallooksodealwith

it."

Azania:"whoa!Noneedtosnap."

Me:"don'tyouhaveadateyoushouldbegetting

readyfor?"

Azania:"nottoday."

Imadecornflakesandstartedeating,shelookedat



meweirdly.

Me:"what?"

Azania:"youwillbeworking12hours,yousureyou

willsurvivewithonlythat?"

Me:"there'sareasonwhythere'stimeforeatingand

theysellfoodsoI'msorted."

Shenods,ifinisheatingandIrinsemymouthinthe

bathroom.Itakemysmallslingbagandphone.

Me:"imout."

Azania:"bye."

IgetoutandIwalktothetaxirank,icatchataxito

theclubanditdropsmeoffatthestopsign.Icheck

thetimeandit's17:48,istillgottime.Iwalktothe

clubandit'sopen.IgotomylockerandIputmy

bagthereandwearmyapron.Ilockitthengoout,i

greettheotherwaitressesandbarman,westart

cleaningupandgettingeverythingready.

Mbali:"yohit'sgonnabesopackedsinceit'sFriday

andmonthend."

Lebo:"youcansaythatagain."



Wecontinueworkingandpeoplestartcomingin,i

seeagroupofladiesbythedoorsoiputonasmile

andwalkuptothem.

Me:"goodevening,welcome.Wouldyoulikemeto

showyouyourtable?"

Lady1:"dowelooklikewefittostayhere?Nogirly

weneedtheVIPsection."

Lady2:"makeitVVIP."

Me:"okay,thisway."

Ileadthewayandtheyfollow,ishowthemtheir

tableandtheymodeltheirwayandsitdown.They

lookandsmell"Expensive."

Me:"whatwoulditbe?"

Lady3:"fornow,makeityourmostexpensive

champagne."

Lady4:"expensivechampagne?Areyougonna

pay?"

Lady3:"ithought-.."Shecutsheroff.

Lady4:"youthoughtwrong,bringchampagneand



waterforher."

Me:"okay.."

Isaywritingonmysmallnotebook.

Lady1:"fornowthatwouldbeall."

Ismileandgogivethebarmenthenotebookto

showwhattheyorderedandhelaughs.

Me:"whatisit?"

Barman:"iwonderwhowillbehavingwater."

Me:"hayiwena."

Barman:"cabangacomingtothisexpensiveclub

justforwater?Yohhayi."

Me:"mzuzuintheVIPsection!"

Welaughandthemanagerwalksin.

Manager:"isthiswhatipayyoufor?Laughandnot

servecustomers?"

Weshakeourheadno.

Manager:"gotoworknx."

Wenodlikelittlekidsandshewalksaway.



Barman:"saltiskillingher."

IgiggleandItaketheordertotheladies.

*

*

IamAvelaMazibukoandworkingatanightclub,

wellIamdonewithschoolanditwasnotmydream

toworkinaclubbutlifehadanotherplansbutI

enjoyworkingthere,it'sfun.ButonedayiwishIcan

getmydreamjob,drivemydreamcarandmy

expensivehouse.Idon'twannabestuckhere

forever.

JoinmeasItakeyouthroughmylife.

*

*
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Myfeetreallyhurt,thisiswhatIhateaboutworking

herebutwhatcanisay?Itpaysthebills.icheckmy

watchandit's45minutesleftbeforeIsitdownand

eat,icontinueclearingtablesandservingpeople

theirdrinks,it'ssopacked!AsIamtakingthedirty

dishestothekitchen,iseeahandbeingliftedup,i

givethetraytothebarmanandItakeoutmynote

padandpenandwalkuptothetable.

Me:"goodeveningagain,howamigonnabeof

service?"

Lady1:"yhuihaveneverseenaclubthateven

servesfood,thisnjeisthebest!"

Me:"shouldibringthemenu?"

Lady2:"nowe'llhaveyourspecial."

Guy1:"noscratchthat,theladieswillonlyhave

drinksandustheguyswillhaveyourspecial."



Me:"okay"isaidwritingeverythingdown

Lady1:"andwhyarewehavingdrinks?Weyour

girlfriends."

Guy2:"so?"

Lady3:"weshouldhavewhatyouhaving."

Guy2:"sayswho?Awuyekeleukuphaphanx."

Me:"uhmsothatwouldbeall?"

TheguysnodandIleaveandItellthebarmentheir

orderandgotothekitchentogetthemstartedon

theorder,asiammakingmywaytotheVIPsection,

myphonerings.ianswerwithasmile.

Me:"heybabe."iwalktothebathroomsinceitwas

soloud.

Menzi:"helloSthandwasamunjani?"

Me:"ngiyaphilajustthatIamtired,wenaunjani?"

Menzi:"ngiyaphilababy,ihopeyouain'toverworking

yourself."

Me:"no,onlyafewminutesleftbeforeIrest."



Menzi:"okay,iwillcallyouwhenitstimeyou

resting."

Me:"okaybaby,lemmegoservemycustomers."

Menzi:"byemylove."

IdropthecallandIgobacktothekitchen,theorder

isreadysoItakeittothem.

Me:"here'syourorder."

Theydon'tmindme,theyarehavingaheated

conversation.

Lady3:"ican'tbelieveyouThabani,youflirtingwitha

bitchinfrontofme?!"

Guy2:"youbeingparanoid."iguessthat'sThabani.

Lady5:"youguysareunbelievable!"

Shesaidshoutingbutthemusicwastooloud,the

ladieslookatmeandIputthefoodonthe

table,Lady1takesthechakalakaandspillsiton

me,sinceitwastohotitburnedmeandIscreamed.

Guy2:"whatthehellNomsa?!"

Lady3takesthepapandthrowsitatmeandthey



takethebagsandleave.

Guy4:"I'msosorry."

Me:"uhheishit'sokaythouidon'tknowhowiwill

continueworking."

Thabani:"whattimeyouknockingoff?"

Me:"06:00am."

Guy3:"yohthat'sinlike6hours?"

Icheckmywatchandit's00:00,itstimeformeto

restandeat."

Me:"welliwillhavetoaskforanotherapron."

Guy2:"canitalktoyourmanagerforyou?"

Me:"no,I'llhandleit."

Guy2:"iinsist."

Me:"ifyousayso."

Hestandsupandwegotothemanagerandhe

introduceshimselfasSmanga.

Manager:"howcanihelpyouSmanga?"

Smanga:"wellasyoucanseeheruniformisruined



andsheneedstogochange."

Manager:"sinceigotitrealgood,shecanhavethe

restofthehoursoff."

Me:"reallyma'am?"

Manager:"yes,gobeforeIchangemymind."

Ismile,SmangaandIgetout.

Me:"thankyousomuch."

Smanga:"it'scool,ihadtodoit.Canitakeyou

home?"

Me:"nope."

Smanga:"why?"

Me:"youastrangerandIdon'tgowithstranger."

Smanga:"astrangerthatjustscoredyouhoursto

rest."

Me:"youhadtobecauseyourgirlfriendsruinedmy

clothes."

Smanga:(chuckles)"okayplease"

Me:"eishireallyneedthelift."



Smanga:"socanwego?"

Me:"letmegetmtbag."

HenodsandIgotomylocker,itakemybagandI

lockit.Ifindhimwiththeguyshewassittingwith,

theyalllookatmeandIlookatthemtoo.

Smanga:"shallwego?"

Me:"yes"

Thabani:"don'tfuckherplease."

Smangalookedathimandtheylaughed,thatkinda

scaredme.

Wegoout.

Me:"onsecondthoughts,I'llcallametertaxi."

Smanga:"isitbecauseofwhatThabanisaid?"

Me:"uhhno-actuallynevermind."

Smanga:"hewasjokingandno,irespectyoutoo

muchforthat."

Inodandwegetinhiscar.

Smanga:"wheredoyoustay?"



Me:"flatsinRietondale."

Henodsanddrives.

Smanga:"yohhowrudeofme,ididn'taskyour

name."

Me:"Avela."

Smanga:"niceknowingyouAvela."

Me:"samehere."

Inlessthan15minutes,wethere.

Me:"youcandropmehere."

Smanga:"youstayhere?"

Ilookedathim.

Smanga:"iwon'tstalkorharassyou."

Me:"thatflatthere."

Isaypointingitandhenods.

Me:"thankyou,goodbye."

Smanga:"bye."

IgetoutandIrantomyflatandgotin.



.
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AfterdroppingAvelatohercrib,Smangadecidedto

gobacktohishouse.

Smanga:"damnthatgirlisbeautifulbafethu!"

Heshakeshisheadsmilingandhisphonerings,it's

Senzo.

Smanga:"exe"

Senzo:"uvakau?"(whereareyou)



Smanga:"ekisbydiehuis."(iminthehouse)

Senzo:"ohsowhyungasifakeliuline?"(whydon't

youtellus)

Me:"yehlisaihighhighbesengizonifakela."

Senzo:"hayisuka,ikuphileyangane?"(where'sthat

girl)

Me:"yiphimanje?"

Senzo:"leovayenayo."(theoneyouleftwith)

Me:ohyoumeanAvela?"

Senzo:"yenaloyo."

Me:"usedliniyakhe."

Senzo:"awwusuyazimacala?"

Me:"yeahangishoimtheonewhotookherhome."

Senzo:"heeeeamagengefunekeayazilendaba."

Me:"hayisuka."

Senzo:"fedesoyiqedakusasa."

Me:"yizontwana."



Senzo:"salute."

IdroppedthecallandIgotakeashower,iwearmy

boxersandsleep.

*

*

*

Iamsotiredyerr!Butigottawakeup,icheckthe

timeandit's14:46.Imakemybedandgowashmy

faceandbrushmyteeth.Itakemyworkuniform

andwashit.Afterputtingitontheline,igotothe

kitchenandmakesomefood,Azaniagetsin.

Azania:"imsotiredey!"

Me:"samehere."

Azania:"Uhmigottatellyousomething."

Me:"ngilalele."

Azania:"ngiyahambangiyaekhaya,kusasa."

Me:"umauthiekhayayoumeanEasternCape?"

Shenods.



Me:"ohbutwhy?"

Azania:"justforabreather,maybeyouwillcome

backfromworkandfindmelonggone."

Me:"imsogonnamissyou."

Azania:"sameherebutdon'tworry,ngizobuya."

Me:"still."

Azania:"hey,igotanideahowaboutwegodo

shopping?"

Me:"trustme,I'dlovetoobut-.."sheinterruptsme.

Azania:"nobuts,gogetready."

InodandIgotakeabaththengetdressed,iwear

blackbeans,hoodieandsneakers.Itakemyphone

andgototheloungefindingAzaniadressedina

shortskimpydressandveryhighheels,makeupon

fleek!

Azania:"ohhellno!"

Me:"what?"

Azania:"yougoinglikethat?"



Me:"duuh!"

Sheshakesherheadindisapprovalandsighs.

Azania:"I'llallowthatbecauseit'smylastday."

Ismileandwegoout,wetakeataxitothemalland

wegotoDebonairesandplaceourorderthenwe

findaplacetosit.

Me:"heeeigotnewsforyou!"

Azania:"yougotaman?I'mallears."shesays

grinning

Me:"nodummy."

Azania:"whatisitthen?"

Itellheraboutyesterday'ssagaandshelaughed

loud.

Azania:"whuuthenerveofthosegirls!!"

Me:"mxm"

Azania:"damn!AndmmmhSmanga."

Me:"whatabouthim?"

Azania:"ishehandsome?"



Me:"idon'tknow."

Azania:"hawuAvela?"

Me:"wantmetolie?"Isayraisingmyeyebrows

Azania:"nobut-"ourorderbeingcalledandshe

fetchedthepizzaandshesatdownandopenedthe

box,asIwasabouttotakeaslice,myphonerang.

Me:"heyyou."

Menzi:"baby,isomissyou."

Me:"imissyoutoomylove."

Menzi:"whereyouat?"

Me:"I'mattheMallwithAzania."

Menzi:"whenyougetbackcaniseeyou?"

Me:"noproblem."

Menzi:"iloveyou."

Me:"ioveyoutoo."(smiles)

HeendsthecallandAzanialooksatme.

Azania:"youlovethisguyne?"



Me:"yeah."

Azania:"areyousurehelovesyoutoo?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Azania:"ohno,don'tmindme."

Me:"mmmh."

Wecontinueeatingthenwedoalittleshopping,we

werenowinthesalon.

Azania:"I'mdoingbraidsandyou?"

Me:"immajustdyemyhair."

Azania:"suityourself."

WesitandIdecidetodyemyhair,uhmmaybered

woulddo,soidyeditredanditsuitedmeperfectly.I

askedthemtodoalineandtheydid.Ipaidthen

waitedforAzania,afterhoursshewasdone.She

paidandwegotout.

Me:"iwannadoapiercing."

Azania:"eehforreal?"

Me:"yep"



Welookedforaplacewheretheydopiercingsand

wefoundit.IdidanoseringandAzaniasettledfor

theoneinthetongue,thisgirlisbrave!Wedidsome

bitofshoppingthenwehadtogoandIwasalready

gonnabelateforwork.WetookataxihomeandI

rushedtotakeabath,Azaniatookofftheuniform

fromthelineandironedit.IgotdressedandIdidn't

eveneatbecauseIwaslate.Icalledacabsincea

taxiwasgonnadelayme.igottoworkandIputmy

bagonthelocker,iwenttothebarman.

Me:"hey,isthemanagerin?"

Barman:"notyet."

Iheldmychestandexhaled.

Me:"thankGod!"

HelaughedandIstartedwithmywork.AsIwas

takingdrinkstothisothertable,isawthegirlwho

pouredmewithchakalakayesterday,she'sNomsa

orsomethingwithherfriends.Itookthedrinksto

thetableandattendedtothemwithabigsmile.

Me:"evening,wouldyoulikemetoshowyouyour

table?"



Nomsa:"iseeyoudidyourhairtoseduceourmen."

Me:"isitgonnabetheVIPorhere?"

Lady3:"VIP"

Iledthewayandshowedthemthetablewherethey

weregonnaseat.

Me:"whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Nomsa:"cocktails."

Me:"willthatbeall?"

Lady2:"yes"

Me:"okay,cocktailscomingrightup."

Ileavethemandtellthebarmantosortouttheir

cocktails.IspotMenzibytheentranceandIliterally

smile.Hecomesbythebar.

Menzi:"canwetalk?"

Me:"imatworkMenzi."

Menzi:"justtwominutes."

Me:"lemmefirsttakethesetothecustomers."

HenodsandItakethecocktailstotheladies.



Nomsa:"ourmenarecominganddon'teventryto

makeeyecontactwiththem,areweclear?"

Me:"loudandclear."

Nomsa:"good"

IleaveandfindMenzilaughingwiththebarman,we

thengooutside.

Me:"imissedyou."

Itrykissinghimandhemovesback.

Me:"o...kay?What'swrong?"

Menzi:"whotookyouhomeyesterday?"

Me:"why?"

Menzi:"justanswerme."

Me:"acustomerfromhere."

Menzi:"soyousay,heevenknowswhereyou

stay,whatacustomer."

Me:"areyouhavingmefollowed?"

Menzi:"doesn'tmatter,staythehellfromhimorany

guyforthatmatter."



Me:"why?"

Hegrabsmyarmandtwistsit

Menzi:"areyoudisobeyingme?"

Iquicklyshakemyhandno.

Menzi:"ican'thearyou?"

"Lethergo!"

*

*
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"Letgoofher!"



Menzi:"why?areyoufuckingher?!"

Hewasstilltwistingmyarmnotlookingathimand

hepushedhimtotheground.

Smanga:"areyouokay?"

HesaystouchingmyarmandIflinch.

Smanga:"I'msorry,ididn'tmeantohurtyou."

Inod.Menzistandsupandlooksatusandclicks

histonguethenleaves.IspotThabaniandtherest

oftheguysfromyesterday.Theywalkuptous.

Smanga:"wow,youdidyourhair.Youarebeautiful

anditsuitsyousogood."

Me:"thankyou."

Thabani:"andthat'syourboyfriend?"

Inod.

Guy1:"whomanhandlesyou?"

Ilookaway.

Me:"igottago,ihavetowork."

Guy3:"beforeyougo,canweintroduceourselves?"



Me:"sure"

Smanga:"it'sThabani,Senzo,SabeloandTebogo."

Me:"niceknowingyouguysandtellyourgirlfriends

thatwhattheydidyesterday,iftheydoitagainim

gonnabeatthemup."

IwalkawayleavingthemthereandIstartworking.

Theguysstandoutsideshocked.

Senzo:"damnshe'sflames."

Smanga:"heystayawayfromher."

Thabani:"hawukantiyouwantherforyourself?"

Smanga:"ididn'tsaythat."

Sabelo:"let'sgoin,theslayqueensarewaiting."

Smanga:"Ihavetodealwiththatboyfriendofhers."

Tebogo:"Mambadon'tgetinvolvedinallthis

mess,ezababiliazingenwa."

Smanga:"soishouldturnablindsideuntilhekills

her."

Tebogo:"wenotsayingthatbutMamba..-"Smanga



interruptshim.

Smanga:"noguys,I'mgonnahelpher."

Senzo:"konjeit'snousearguingwithyou."

Smanga:"let'sgoinbeforetheslayqueenscause

unnecessarydrama."

WegetinandMbalithewaitresswelcomesthemin

andtakesthemtotheVIP.Theyjointheslay

queenswhowerehavingcocktail.

Nomsa:"whattookyousolong?"

Senzo:"wehadbusinesstotakecareof."

Thewaitress,Lebogoestothemwithabigsmile.

Lebo:"eveningguys,howmayibeofhelp?"

Smanga:"pleasecallAvelaforus."

Lebo:"imtheretoassistyou."

Senzo:"callAvela,areyoudeaf?"

Theladieswereconfusedaswhatwasgoingon.

Nomsa:"whoisthisAvela?"

Smanga:"you'llseeherwhenshegetsin."



Lebo:"okayI'llgofetchher."

LebowalksawayannoyedandcallsAvela.

Lebo:"youneededintheVIPsection."

Avela:"by?

Lebo:"howamisupposedtoknow?"

Leborollshereyes,AvelagoestotheVIPsection

andattendsthetable.

Nomsa:"she'stheAvela?"

Smanga:"yesandyouguysaregoingtoapologize

toherforyesterday'sbehavior."

Nomsa:"what?No!"

Thabani:"youare,likeitornot."

Nomsa:"sorry."

Ijustlookedather.

Nomsa:"okay,wearesorryforyesterday'sbehavior."

Me:"okay,allisforgiven.Whatwouldyouloveto

have?"

Smanga:"someleanmeatandwhiskey."



Me:"okay."IsaywritingitdownandIlookatthem

andIflashasmile.

Me:"yourorderiscomingup."

Igogettheirorder.

Ntombi:"yourmanisunbelievableyaziThembi!"

Thembi:"howdareyoudisrespectuswith

somethingsolow?"

Smanga:"darecallherthatagainandyou'llknow

me."

Thembi:"sorry."

Thabani:"butwhatyouguysdidtoheryesterday

wassonotright."

Nomsa:"whyareyoudefendingher?"

Sabelo:"justshutit."

Theladieslookateachotherandshrug.

Tebogo:"Mamba,how'stheshipmentcoming

along?"

Smanga:"everythingiscoveredsotomorrowit's



beingshippedtoPTA."

Senzo:"whuumoneymoneymoneymoney!"

WelaughandAvelacomeswiththeorder.

Avela:"hereyougo."

Iputtheorderonthetable.

Smanga:"thankyou."

Avelasmilesandleaves.

Thembi:"whyisshesmilingatyou?"

Smanga:"hayisuka."

Theguyseatwhilethegirlsarediscussingtheir

vacationtheyplantotakewiththeirmen.it'sa

surprise.

*

Avela'sphoneringsandit'sMenzi,she'sbythe

bathroom.

Me:"whatdoyouwant?"

Menzi:"baby,imsorry.Ididn'tmeanto-.."icuthimoff.

Me:"don'tyoudareanddon'tcallmeagain!"



ShedropsthecallandSmangaisbytheexit.

Smanga:"areyouokay?"

Me:"yeahyeahimfine."

Smanga:"youdon'tseemfinetome."

Me:"iamfinereally!"

Smanga:"anyway,igotyouthis."

Hesaysgivingmeatube.

Smanga:"thatwillhelpwithyourarm."

Me:"thanks."

Isaytakingitandputitinmypocket.Helooksat

me.

Me:"what?"

Smanga:"nothing,youbeautiful."

Me:"uhmthankyou.Ihavetogetbacktowork."

Smanga:"okay,canijoinyouwhenyouresting?"

Ilookathimandhesmiles.

Smanga:"please."



Me:"noproblem."

Smanga:"whattime?"

Me:"00:00"

Smanga:"okay,I'llbeoutside."

InodandIcontinueworking.

*

AsSmangaismakinghiswaytotheVIP,he'sphone

rings.

Smanga:"ringa."(talk)

Caller:"igottheinformationyouneeded."

Smanga:"good,uyamcavauAvelaospanakuleNight

ClubeFamous?"(doyouknowAvelawhoworksin

thefamousNightClub)

Caller:"describeher."

Smanga:"shegotshorthair,shortinheightwith2

deepdimples."

Caller:"ohhleloshandrapha!"(thatbeauty)

Smanga:"yes,ngifunaungitholeleiOutieyakhe"(i



needyoutofindherboyfriend)

Caller:"aahlesosthipha,fede!"

SmangadropsthecallandgoesbacktotheVIP.

Smanga'sgirlfriendbusydancingonthetableand

herfriendstwerking.

Senzo:"uselessgirls,ishouldfindasidechick."

Theylaughlookingatthem.

Sabelo:"wherewereyou?"

Smanga:"IwaswithAvela."

Sabelo:"hee,youwannafuckher?"

Smanga:"fuckyousaan."

Theylaughandmoredrinkskeeponcomingand

SmangakeepsonstaringAvela.

*

Theclockstruck00:00andSmangaisoutside

waitingforAvelaandsheappears.

Smanga:"finally!"

Theylaughand3blackRangeRoversappearand



gunshotsblazearound,Smangatakeshisgunand

standsinfrontofAvelaandstartsshootingandhe

getsshotandthecarsrushoff.

*

*
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Everyoneintheclubcomesoutafterhearing

gunshotsandseesomedeadbodiesofthepeople

whowereoutsideontheground,Avelacrying

hystericallywithSmangainherhands,hisfriends

rushedtoher.



Thabani:"whathappened?"

Avela:"i..we-..."shebreaksdownandthepoliceand

paramedic,forensicscrowdtheplace,otherstaking

pictures.Smangaandtheothersaretakentothe

hospital,SenzohelpsAvelastandandmakesher

wearhisjerseysinceitwasabitcold.

Detective:"Misswewouldliketotakeastatement

fromyou?"

Sabelo:"yheyiwenaMavundlacan'tyouseeshe's

stilltraumatized?"

Detective:"iseethatbutw-.."Thabaniinterruptshim

Thabani:"She'llcometothestationtomorrow."

Detective:"willyou?"

Hesayslookingatme.

Avela:"yesyes,iwill."

Thedetectivenodsandleaves.Theclubisclosed

downanddeclaredasacrimescene.Peopleare

slowlyleavingandtheladieswalkuptous.

Thembi:"what'sgoingon?"



Sabelo:"hayiawumetu."

Nomsa:"whyisshewearingmymansjersey?"

Thembi:"where'smyman?"

Thabani:"bazamileumcisha.(theytriedtokillhim)

Thembi:"what?Whoisit?"

Senzo:"arecavi."(wedon'tknow)

Thembi:"mmhandshehappenedtobewithmyman

whenhegotshot?"

Thabani:"duh!"

Thembi:"I'mgonnadealwithyounx,which

hospital?"

Theytoldherandsheleftwithherfriends.

Thabani:"canwetakeyouhome?Justsoweknow

youaresafe?"

Inod,iwasjustsonumbtospeak.Wegotooneof

thecarsandIdirectthemtomyflat.

Thabani:"here,mybusinesscard.Givemeacall

whenyouwannavisitSmanga."



Inodandtakeit.Igetoutofthecarandtheyleave,i

noticeileftmybagandithadthehousekeys.Eish

whatamigonnado?Idecidetocallacabtotake

methere.Itarrivesandittakesmethere,ihopethe

Managerisstillthere.Ispotherandruntoher.

Manager:"ithoughtyouwerehome."

Me:"iforgetmybagwhichhadmykeys."

Manager:"okaylet'sgo."

WegetinandItakemybagandsheofferstotake

mehome.Iagreeandshedrivesmetotheflat,i

thankherandgetout.iunlocktheflatandgetin,i

lockanddrinksomewaterandsigh.

Me:"ihopeyoufine."

Igotomyroomandtakeabath,justtoremovehis

bloodoffmeandIwearanightieandIsleep.

*

*

Menzi:"mamaican't,ireallycan't."

Nombuso:"yesyoucanandyouwill!"



Menzi:"idon'tlovethegirl,iloveZizipho.Avelais

-.."shecutshimoff.

Nombuso:"doyouwanttobepoor?"

Menzishakeshisheadno.

Nombuso:"youbeingwiththatgirlismakingus

thousandsadaysodon'tyoudarepullout."

Menzi:"iwon'tthingis,ithinkshe'sgotaboyfriend

inthatNightclub."

Nombuso:"so?"

Menzi:"phelaigottoconvinceherthatIamjealous

anditwillbeeasy."

Nombuso:"anditwouldbelikeyouloveher?"

Menzi:"yes"

Ziziphogetsinandtheykeepquiet.

Zizipho:"uhm,amidisturbing?"

Nombuso:"no,wedone."

NombusogivesZiziphoanuglylookandleaves.

Zizipho:"evennowyourmindstillhatesme."



Menzi:"youknowherreasonsbaby."

Zizipho:"iapologized,ididn'tmeanto."

Menzi:"butwhatyoudidwassolow."

Zizipho:"don'tremindmeplease."

Menzi:"sorry."

ZiziphogoestothekitchenleavingMenzifiddling

withhisphone,hetextsAvela:"iamsosorry

baby,pleaseforgiveme."hesendsthetextsandhe

logsintohisFacebookaccountchattingwithhis

sidechicks.

*

*

*

Thembi:"thatlowthingismadifshe'sthinkingI'lllet

hertakemyman!"

Nomsa:"butshe'soutofourleagues,shedoesn't

meetourstandard."

TheladieswereinThembi'shouse.Theywere

comfortinghersinceshewasn'tallowedinthe



hospital,eventhoughhementionedsheishiswife.

Mpumi:"andshewon'tbeabletohandleMamba,

that'sabeastrightthere.Ananimal!"

Sphesihle:"yabosodon'tworry."

Mihle:"anddon'ttellusshescaresyou."

Thembi:"hellnoyoh!"

WellThembiisSmanga'swife,morelikeatrophy

wife.Allshedoesisspendhismoneyleft,rightand

centrebuyingweaveseveryweek,doingthoselong

nails,LV,Guccibagsandredbottoms.She'smadly

inlovewithSmangaanditboostsherthatshe's

marriedtoafilthyrichdangerousmostfeared

gangster,sheenjoysthattitletoomuch.

NomsaisThabani'swifeandshe'ssolike

Thembi,everythingnje!

MpumiisSabelo'sgirlfriendandtheyloveeach

other.

SphesihleisTebogo'sfianceandMihleisSabelo's

girl.

Thembi:"iloveMambaandIwon'tletthatbitchtake



herawayfromme."

Siphesihle:"shewon't,chill!"

Theypourthemselveschampagneandtheystart

drinking.

TheywereliketheREALHOUSEWIVESOF

JOHANNESBURG.

*

*
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Mybodyissotired,iwishIcansleepthewholeday.

Myphonebeepsandit'sfromthemanager,saying



wemustnotcometoworktillfurthernotice.Whuu

okay,anothertextisfromMenzi,he'sapologizing.I

rollmyeyesandgetoutofbed,asiamtomake

it,myphoneringsandit'sMenzi.

Me:"yeah."

Menzi:"hawubaby?isthathowyouansweryour

phone?"

Me:"ufunaniMenzi?"

Menzi:"youbaby."

Ikeepquiet.

Menzi:"canwepleasemeet?Iwanttoapologize."

Me:(sighs)"where?"

Menzi:"yourfavoriterestaurant,11:30"

Me:"okay."

Menzi:"iloveyou"

IdropthecallandImakemybed,ibrushmyteeth

thenwashmyface,imakemywaytothekitchen

andmakecereal,there'saknockandIgoopen,ifind

Thabani.



Helooksatme,I'minmynightie,iclearmythroat.

Thabani:"uhmsorry,areyouokay?"

Me:"yeah,howisSmanga?"

Thabani:"she'sokay,heisawake,hewasshotinhis

shoulderanditdidn'tcauseanydamagesohe'dlike

toseeyou."

Me:"okay,when?"

Thabani:"imheretofetchyou."

Me:"asinnow?"

Heraiseshiseyebrowanditscaresme,inod.

Me:"imgonnagetready,comein."

Hedoesandyohhayihe'spresenceintimidatesme.

IgotothebathroomandItakeabath.Igetdressed

inleggings,tshirtandfluffyslippers,icombedmy

fadeandItakemyphone,igototheloungefinding

Thabanicomfortableonmycouchwatchingsoccer

highlightsdrinkingjuice.

Me:"iseeyoualreadyfeelallcomfy."

Thabani:"hayisuka,as'vaye."(let'sgo)



Hestandsupandwegoout,ilockthedoorandget

inhiscar,awholeAudiRS7damn!Theinterioristo

diefor!Hisphoneringsandit'sconnectedtothe

Bluetooth.

Thabani:"yeah!"

Caller:"heybaby!"

Thabani:"Nomsaimbusy,callyoulater."

HedropsthecallandIlookathim.

Thabani:"smoko?"

Me:"nothing,whatdoyouthinkishouldget

Smanga?"

Thabani:"justgivehimkissesandyou'llbefine."

Me:"reallynow?!"

Thabani:"orgivehims-..Hayinevermind."

Ilookathimandshakemyhead.wereachthe

hospitalandhetakesmetohisward.

Smanga:"aahhowcanyouvisitapersonandnot

bringagift."



Me:"iwantedtobutIdidn'tknowwhattogetyou."

Thabani:"isuggestedthatalotofkissesbut..."He

shrugs

Smanga:"giveusspaceplease."

ThabaninodsandIwalkuptohim.

Me:"areyougood?"

Smanga:"ishouldbeaskingyouthatsinceyousaw

allthat."

Me:"I'mtraumatizedshame."

Smanga:"shouldiorganizeyousomecounseling?"

Me:"no,there'snoneed."

Henodsandholdsmyhand.Hehadabandageon

aroundhisshoulder.

Me:"whyweretheyshootingus?"

Smanga:"because.."wewereinterruptedbyThembi

gettingin.

*

*



Thenerveofthisbitchhangingwithmyman!

Me:"whatthehellisgoingon?"

Mamba:"hayiThembiumsindo!"

Me:"what?!"

Avela:"uhm,igottago."

Me:"whatwereyouwaitingfor?"

Mamba:"Avelaisnotgoinganywhere,youare."

Me:"what?Imyourwifeforheavenssake!"

Mamba:"Thembihamba"

Thatbrokeme,imgonnadealwiththisgirl.Mamba

ismyman.

IgetoutandIcallZoro.

Zoro:"bosslady,howcanihelp?"

Me:"ineedtogetsomeoneeliminated."

Zoro:"who?"

Me:"I'llsendthepicture."

Idropthecall,Avelawillknowme.Icallmygirlsand



wemeetatthisexpensiverestaurant,ispotthem

drinkingcocktail,iorderbrandyandsit.

Mihle:"wheneveryouorderbrandyyoustressed."

Me:"thatAvelaisgettingonmylastnerve!"

Sphesihle:"whatdidshedo?"

Me:"ifoundherinmyhusbandswardandMamba

chasedmeinfrontofher!"

Nomsa:"wehavetodealwithher!"

Me:"icalledZorotoeliminateher!"

Mihle:"no!"

Me:"yes!"

Nomsa:"yes,youdidgood!"

Sphesihle:"ican'tbelieveyou."

Igulpeddownthebrandyinonegoandmyphone

rings.

Me:"yes?"

Caller:"whateveryouplanning,cancelit"

ThephonedropsandIamlost.Idecidenottomind



itandorderanotherdrink.

*

*

Avela:"whydidyoudothat?"

Me:"dowhat?"

Avela:"chaseyourwife!"

Me:"oho."

Avela:"yoh,igottogonow."

Me:"pleasestay,please?"

Avela:"youneedtorestnje."

Herphoneringsandsheanswers.Shespeaksfora

whilethendropsit,shelooksshocked.

Avela:"areyoutheeMamba?Notoriousgangster?!"

Eish...

Avela:"pleaseanswerme."

Me:"yes."

Avela:"ican'tbelieveit,sounbelievable."



Shetakesherphoneandscrolls.

Avela:"thesocialmediaisabuzz,ourpictureswhen

youwereshot,peopleaskingwhywasn'tThembi

theonecryingforyou."

Me:"youwerecrying?"

ShenodsandIsmile.

Me:"lemmesee"

Shegivesmeherphoneandit'struebutIkinda

likedwhatIsee.Igiveherthephonebackandshe

smilesrevealingherdimples.

Me:"youareseriouslybeautiful."

Avela:"thankyou."

Inod.

Avela:"uhmbye."

SherunsoutandIchuckle,itakemyphoneandcall

Luke.

Luke:"Mamba,MyKing."

Me:"ineedyoutoprotectsomeoneforme,protect



herwithyourall!"

Luke:"name?"

Me:"AvelaMazibuko,sheworksintheexpensive

nightclub."

Luke:"okay,she'ssafe.Nothingwillhappento

her.whoisshetoyou?"

Me:"awunakeindabazakho."

Luke:"sorryNkosiyami."

Idropthecallandmyphoneringsagain.

Me:"Zorro"

Zorro:"Bozza,thebossladywantssomeonetobe

eliminated."

Me:"andit's?"

Zorro:"Avela,thegirlworkinginaclubwithsomered

hair."

Me:"shit!Don'tyoudaregothroughit."

Zorro:"iwon't,butwhybossladywantsherdead?"

Me:"shefeelsthreatenedtoher"



Isaylaughing.

Zorro:"hehefede"

Idropthecall,Thembihassomenerve!

*

*
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SoSmangaistheeMamba?I'veheardrumors

abouthimandIhaveseenhimonceinpictures,but

ididn'tknowheisSmanga!Thatmanisruthless,

youdon'tmesswithhimandI'vejustdugmy

grave,Thembiisgoingtokillme,herhusband



chasedherinfrontofme.IfoundoutfromAzania

thatthemediaisabuzz.Smanga'slifeisalwaysin

themedia.Everythingnjeandthepeoplewillalso

belookingatme,thisisamess.AsIrunoutofhis

ward,myphoneringsandit'sMenzi.

Me:"hello"

Menzi:"whereareyou?I'vebeenwaitingforover2

hours?"

Damnitotallyforgotaboutthat.

Me:"imonmyway."

Idropthecall,igotothetaxirankbutbeforeIam

abouttogotothetaxi's,anAudiRS7stopsbefore

me.

Thabani:"getin."

Ijustlookathim.

Thabani:"iamnotgonnaaskyouagain."

IrollmyeyesandIgetin.Hedrivesandbythe

directionheisgoingtomyflat.

Me:"oh,canyoutakemetothePolicestation,iwas



askedtocome."

Thabani:"noneed."

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Thabani:"justthat."

Ikeepquietandwereachourdestination.

Me:"thankyou."

Hisphoneringsandit'sstillconnectedtothe

Bluetooth.

Thabani:"Mamba"

Smanga:"issheokay?"

Thabani:(helooksatme)"yeahugrand"

Smanga:"good,nowineedyoutofindThembifor

meandbringhertothehouse."

Thabani:"done."

ThecallcutsandThabanilooksatthenlaughs.

Me:"what'sfunny?"

Thabani:"ijusthavetoseatbackandwatchhow

thiswillunfold."



Ilookathimconfused

Me:"thankyouforthelift."

HenodsandIgoout,igetinsidemyflatandIget

theshockofmylife.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Menzi:"sinceyoucouldn'tcome,idecidedtocome

toyou."

Ifoldmyarmsandlookathim.

Menzi:"Avelaareyoucheatingonme?"

Me:"what?Howcouldyouaskmethat?"

Hestandsupandcomestome,imovebacktillthe

wallblocksme,heissoclosethatIfeelhisbreath

onmyface.

Menzi:"whojustdroppedyouoff?"

Me:"he..he-"hecutsmeoff.

Menzi:"ididn'tknowyoustutter."

Me:"heismyfriend."

Menzi:"areyousleepingwithhim?"



Me:"what?No!"

Menzi:"don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme!"

Hesqueezesmycheekstogethersopainfully,I

keeponflinchingbutheisnotbudging.

Me:"ouch..Menzi!"

Menzi:"youdon'twannasleepwithmebutyou

sleepingwithhim,claimingyouareavirgin!"

Me:"iamnotclaiming!"

Menzi:"everseenavirginworkinginaclub?"

Me:"y..yes"

Ifeelmycheekburning,heslappedmesohardand

Iholdmycheekwithtearsonmyface.

Me:"didyou-.."

Menzi:"yesididsowhatareyougoingtodoabout

it?"

Me:"getout!Out!!"

Hechucklesandleaves,isliddowntothefloorandI

breakdown.



*

*

Mambaisinhishouse,waitingforhiswifebyhis

facialexpression,youcanseeheissoangry.

Thembigetsincarryingalotofshoppingbags.She

smileswhensheseesMamba.

Thembi:"heybaby,whydidn'tyoutellmeyouare

discharged?Iwouldhavefetchedyou."

Mamba:"sitdown."

Thembi:"what'sgoingon?"

Mamba:"isaidsitdown!"

Thembiputshershoppingbagsonthetableand

sitsnexttoMamba.

Mamba:"didyouarrangeahitonAvela?"

Thembi:"what?No!"

Mamba:"youknowbetterthanlyingtome."

Thembi:"ididn'tokay?Whofedyouthat

nonsense?!"



Mamba:"don'tyouraiseyourvoiceatme."

Thembi:"iamsorrybutbaby,ididn't.Futhiwhy

wouldidothat?"

Mamba:"idon'tknow,youtellme."

Thembi:"baby,ididn'tdothat."

Mamba:"mmh."

ThembimovesclosertoMambaandbrusheshis

chest.

Thembi:"icanmakeyoufeelbetter."

Mambaremovesherhandsandstandsup.

Mamba:"don'twaitup."

HesaystakinghiscarkeysandThembishouts

behindhim.

Thembi:"youaregoingtoherright?!"

Mamba:"herwho?"

Thembi:"thatgoodfornothingwaitress."

Mamba:"evenifyouwokeuponthewrongsideof

thebed,youdon'tcallherthat.Areweclear?"



Thembinodsandhegetsout,leavinghermakinga

call.

Thembi:"didyoudoit?"

Zorro:"thesethingstaketimebosslady,giveme5

days"

Thembi:"5days?I'mgonnalosemyhusbandinless

that3daysandyouaretellingmetogiveyou5

days?!"

Zorro:"ihavealotofthingsonmyplate,youcan't

alwaysexpectmetojumpatyourrequests."

Thembi:"amipayingyoutoomuchZorro?"

Zorro:"incaseyouforgot,Mambaistheonepaying

me."

Thembi:"icantripletheamount."

Zorro:(laughs)withwhat?Mamba'smoney?Mxm

stopplaying.Thejobwillbedonein5days."

ZorrodropsthecallleavingThembifrustrated.

Thembi:"arrgh!Imgonnakillyoumyself!!"

*



*

MambaismakinghiswaytoAvela'sflatwhenhis

phonerings.

Me:"ringa"

Luke:"ifoundAvela'sboyfriendandit'ssonot

good."

Mamba:"whatcanyoutellme?"

Luke:"he'smarried,heisworkingwithNdlovu."

Mamba:"NdlovuasinlikeSpororoNdlovu."

Luke:"theoneandonly."

Mamba:"damn!Ineedtopaythatboyfriendavisit."

Luke:"noneedboss,wecandoit."

Mamba:"noiwilldoitmyself."

Luke:"surebossandhewasinAvela'sflatawhile

agoandhewalkedoutsmiling."

Mamba:"smiling?Thatsoundssuspicious,imonmy

waytherenow."

Luke:"surebozza,whenyouleaveI'llputinsmall



cameras."

Mamba:"sure"

HecutsthecallandhewonderswhyisAvela's

boyfriendworkingwithSpororo.HereachesAvela's

flatandjustletshimselfinlikeheownsit.Hefinds

Avelacryingonthefloorandthatbreakshisheart.

Herushestoherandliftsherhead,sheisshocked.

Avela:"howdidyougetinhere?"

Mamba:"thedoorwasn'tlocked,whyareyou

crying?"

Avela:"it'snothing."shesayswipinghertearsand

Mambanoticesfingermarksonhercheek.

Mamba:"whathappenedtoyourcheek?"

Avela:"noneofyourbusiness."

Mamba:"don'tyouusethattonewithme."

Avela:"andthatissupposedtoscaremeoff?"

Mamba:"Avela!!"

HesayswithaboldvoicewhichfrightensAvelabut



shekeepshercool.

Avela:"youmaybefearedouttherebutIamnot

scaredofyou!"

Mamba:"really?"

Hesayscomingclosetoherbutshe'slookingat

himstraightintheeyetryingnottoshowfear.

Mamba:"Damn!"

Hemovesbackandlooksdown,henoticeshegota

boner.

Mamba:"fuck!Whatareyoudoingtome?"

Avela:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"nevermind."

Hesaysgoingtothekitchenandopensthefridge

andtakesoutabottleofcoldwateranddrinks.

Avelastandsupandsitsdown,deepdownsheis

fearedofMamba,sheheardnotsogoodstories

abouthim.Whoeverdisrespectshimdoesnotleave

totellthetaleandsherealizesshewasrude.

Avela:"eishI'mdonefor!"



*

*
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MambawalkedbackintothebedroomfindingAvela

bitinghernails.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"iamsorry."Mambalooksatherandsitsnext

toher.

Mamba:"whyareyouapologizing?"

Avela:"forthewayispoketoyou,itwas

inappropriate."



Mamba:(laughs)"ithoughtyouweren'tscaredof

me."

Avela:"idon'twanttosteponyourtoes,ionceheard

thatanyonewhodisrespectsyouwon'tlivetotale

thetale."

Mamba:"iwon'tdoanythingtoyou."

Hesaysholdingherhand.

Avela:"I'msorry."

Mamba:"iforgiveyou."

Avela:"isittrue?"

Mamba:"what'strue?"

Avela:"what'swrittenonthepapers."

Mamba:"yes"

Shockwrittenonherface,sheusedherhandsto

coverhermouth.

Avela:"you..youintohumantrafficking?Selling

drugs?Prostitutionring?Akiller?"

Mamba:"yes"



Avela:"pleaseleave.Iwanttobealone."

Mamba:"I'llleaveifyoutellmewhathappenedto

yourcheek."

Avelakeptquietandlookedaside.

Mamba:"thenI'mnotgoinganywhere."

Hesaysswitchingonthetvmakinghimtobe

comfortable.

Avela:"it'sMenzi"

Mambalookedatherwitharaisedeyebrow.

Avela:"Menzimyboyfriend."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"hesawThabanidroppingmeoffandthought

heismyboyfriend."

Mamba:"imgoingtodealwithhimforlayinghis

handsonyou."

Avela:"nononodon't."

Mamba:"why?"

Avelakeepsquiet.



Mamba:"imwaitingforananswer."

Avela:"heisgoingtokillme."

Mamba:(laughing)"notwhileIamalivesweetiepie."

Avela:"noidon'tneedyourprotection."

Mamba:"iamgoingtoprotectyouwhetheryoulike

itornot."

Avela:"youdon'thaveto."

Mamba:"Avela!"

Avela:"whyareyouhere?"

Mamba:"icametocheckonyou."

Avela:"whileyouarehere,whoischeckingonyour

wife?"

Mamba:"let'snottalkabouther."

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"pleaseAvela."

Avela'sphoneringsandsheanswers

Avela:"hello"



Caller:"youstayawayfromMambaorelseyouwill

die."

ThecallcutsandshelooksatMamba.

Mamba:"iseverythingokay?"

Avela:"thecallersaysimuststayawayfromyou."

Mamba:"letmeseethenumbers."

AvelagiveshimthephoneandMambalooksatthe

numberandlaughs.

Avela:"whatisfunny?"

Mamba:"it'sThembi."

Avela:"what?Andhowdoyouknow?"

Mamba:"sheusesthisnumbertothreatenthe

ladiestostayawayfromme."

Avela:"butwhy?"

Mamba:"she'sscaredtheymighttakemeaway

fromher."

Avela:"willthey?"

Mamba:"someonewill."



Avela:"andit's?"

Mamba:"we'lljusthavetositbackandwatch."

Hegivesmemyphone.

Mamba:"don'tfret,shewon'tdoanythingtoyou.I

giveyoumyword."

Avela:"howcanyoubesosure?"

Mamba:"she'sknowsbetterthantomesswithmy

territory."

Avela:"yourterritory?"

Mamba:"yes,she'llthinktwicebeforekillingyou."

Avelareluctantlynods.

Mamba:"youknowididn'tnoticeyouhadanose

ring,itsuitsyouandtheredcoloronyourhair.You

beautifuldamn!"

Avela:(smilingrevealingherdeepdimples)"thank

you"

Mamba:"aren'tyougonnacomplimentme?"

Avela:"no."(smiles)



Mambatakesherphone.

Mamba:"ifyouwantit,yougonnahaveto

complimentme."

Avelalooksaroundforsomethingofhishecan

take,shespotshercarkeysandrushestotakethem

butMambadefeatsher.

Mamba:"imsmarterthanyousweetiepie."

Avelafoldsherarmsandsquintshereyeslooking

athim.

Avela:"youcantakeit,idon'tneedit."

Mamba:"really?"

Hesaysflauntingherphoneinfrontofherlaughing.

Avela:"yes."

Mamba:"okay."heputsitinhispocketandlooksat

her.

Avela:"goaway."

Shegoesbehindherandpusheshimtothedoor

laughing,sheopensthedoorandpushedhimout.



Avela:"ifyouwannagetin,bringmyphone."

Mamba:"didn'tyousaythatyoudon'tneedit?"

Avela:"iwasjoking."

Mamba:"ifyouwantit,letmein."

Avelaputsherhandonherwaistandlooksathim

whileshe'stappingherfootonthefloor.

Mamba:"what'sitgonnabe?"

*

*

Menzi:"ourplanworked,imlikeajealousboyfriend."

Nombuso:"iknowyoucandoit."

NombusotakesherphoneandcallsSpororo.

Spororo:"isitdone?"

Nombuso:"yes"

Spororo:"okay,I'lltransferyourmoney."

Nombuso:"what'sthenextplan?"

Spororo:"makesureshequitsherjob."



Nombuso:"done."

NombusodroppedthecallandMenzi'sphone

beeped,amessagefromthebank.

Menzi:"R200000depositedjustforslappingher!

Wow"

Nombuso:"wearerichallbecauseofher,transfer

mysharesoicangoshopping."

Menzi:"done,what'sthenextphase?"

Nombuso:"makeherlooseherjob."

Menzi:"that'seasy."

Theyclicktheirglassestogetherandsmile.

*

*

Ihopethatgirlgotmymessageandhestaysaway

frommyhusband.IknowSmangahasathingfor

ladiesbutwiththisgirl,it'ssomething.Thewayhe

waslookingatherinthatclub,mademe,awhole

SlayQueen,Mamba'sWifeapologizetothatlowlife?

Yeahne.Unbelievable!



Aftercallingher,idecidedtovisitmyfriends.Itake

ashowerandIgetdressedinblacktightdress,red

bottomheelsandIdidmymakeup,iwasonfleek!I

letmyBrazilianweavelooseandItakemyGucci

bag.Igodownstairsandgoout,itakemyMercedes

C-ClassanddrivetoNomsa'shouse.Iparkinthe

drivewayandmakemywayin,ifindherinthe

kitchendrinkingcoffee.

Thembi:"heybabe."

WehugandIsitnexttoheronthekitchenstool.

Nomsa:"iseverythingokay?"

Thembi:"it'sthisAvelagirl."

Nomsa:"stillrunningafteryourman?"

Thembi:"yes!"

Nomsa:"babygirlyouarebeautiful,morethanher.

Buyalittleredorblacknumberforyourman,fuck

himsenselessandhewillforgetaboutthatlittle

girl."

Thembi:"youthinkso?"

Nomsa:"iknowsobaby,don'tletthatgirlstress



you,itwillgiveyourbeautifulfacewrinkles."

Thembi:"youknowwhat?Youareright.Lemmego

getreadyformyman.Ciao"

ThembileavesandNomsarollshereyes.

Nomsa:"soannoying!"

ThembigoestotheMallandbuysalittlered

numberforhermanandnewheelsthengoeshome

andfixalittlecandlelightdinner.

*

*
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Thembitakesahotbubblebathandgetsreadyfor

hermanwearingaredlacylingerieandheels.She

fixesherhairanddoeshermake-up,shesendsa

texttoMambasaying:"allhotwaitingforyou."

Shepourswineandsitsdownwaitingforherman.

Shechecksthetimeandits19:30andnosignof

herhusband.Shesighsanddecidestomake

food,justtopasstime.Herphoneringsand

answerswithoutlooking.

Thembi:"heybabewhereareyou?"

Caller:"it'sStix."

Thembi:"whatdoyouwant?"

Stix:"mymoneyoritellMambaeverything."

Thembi:"youwouldn'tdare"

Stix:"trymebabytryme."

Thembi:"howmuch?"

Stix:"R2Millioneverytwoweeks."

Thembi:"what?Idon'thavethatkindofmoney."

Stix:"startingfromtomorrow,iwantitorMamba



knowseverything."

Thembi:"wherewilligetthemoney?!"

Stix:"yourhusbandisagangster,hemakesthat

kindofmoneyeveryhourandevenifyoucansteal

ithewon'tnotice."

Thembi:"igaveyouhalfamillionlastmonth,where

isit?"

Stix:"moneyhasneedshawu."

Thembi:"idon'thavemoney"

Stix:"idon'twannahearthat,I'mgivingyou24hours

orelsetheMightyMambaknowseverything,tick

tock."

StixdropsthecallandThembiissofrustrated,

Mambacannotfindoutwhatshedid!Herpastis

comingtohaunther.

*

*

Zizipho:"what'syourdealwithAvela?"

Menzi:"noneofyourbusiness."



Zizipho:"itmybusinessMenzi,wearemarriedand

whyisyourmotherbecomingaregularhere?"

Menzi:"becausesheismymother."

Zizipho:"yetmymotherisnotallowedhere!"

Menzi:"becauseyouknowwhatyouandthat

motherofyoursdid."

Zizipho:"weapologized,it'sinthepast."

Menzi:"itbeinginthepastdoesn'tmeaniforgot

aboutit!"

Zizipho:"iknowbaby,wearesorryokay?"

Menzi:"let'sjustleaveit."

Zizipho:"okay,willyoustayawayfromAvela?"

Menzi:"no"

Zizipho:"why?"

Menzi:"she'sourtickettoourgoldenlife."

Zizipho:"whatdoyoumean?"

Menzi:"exactlythat,nowshutupandgivemea

kiss."



Shecamecloseandwekissed.

*

*

Avela:"okayokay,comein."

Mamba:"finally!"

Avelagiggled,they'vebeenstandingthereoveran

hour.Theygetinsidethehouseandsit.

Avela:"canigetyousomethingtodrink?"

Mamba:"I'vebeenherealmost3or4hoursandyou

askingmethatnow?Yoh."

Theylaughed

Mamba:"juicewillbefine."

AvelapouredthemjuiceandhandedMambahis

glass.

Mamba:"thankyou."

Avela:"caniask?"

Mamba:"shoot"

Avela:"idon'thaveagun."



Mamba:(laughs)"iknowyoudon't."

Avela:"whatever,uhmactuallynevermind."

Mamba:"feelfreesweetiepie."

Avela:"it'snotthatimportant."

Mamba:"ifyousaysobutwhateveryouwannaask,

justknowIwillalwaysansweryouhonestly."

AvelanodsandMambahandsherbackherphone.

Avela:"finally!Thoughtyouweregonnastealit."

Mamba:"idon'tstealphones."

Avela:"whatdoyousteal?"

Mamba:"seriousthingsandIhopeyouarenot

judgingme."

Avela:"iwon'tbuthumantraffickingSmanga?

Thosekidswhoarestealinggotfamilies."

Mamba:"iknowthat'swhythefamiliesare

compensated."

Avela:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"I'mnotabouttodiscussmybusinesswith



you."

Avela:"igetit,I'mjustastranger."

Mamba:"noyounot,youmorethanthat."

Avela:"hayiit'sgettinglate,youhavetogo."

Mamba:"gettingridofmealready?"

Avela:"noI'dneverdothat,yourwifemustbe

waiting."

Mamba:"shedon'tdie,fewhourswithoutmewon't

killher."

Avela:"doyouloveher?"

Whydidiaskthat?

Mamba:"lately,idon'tknow."

Avela:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"exactlythat.DoyoulovethisMenziof

yours?"

Avela:"n-..yes"

Mamba:"youdon'tlooktooconvincing."

Avela:"he'sbeenhurtingme,physicallya-.."



Mamba:"wait,hasitdoneitbefore?"

Avela:"butheapologized."

Mamba:"andyouforgavehim?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"ikeeponhopingthathewouldchange,he

attendedtherapy."

Mamba:"imgonnadealwithhimonceandforall!"

Helookedsoangryandthatsightofhim,scaredme.

Mamba:"imcoming."

HesaysgoingoutleavingAvelaworried.

*

*
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AsMenziandZiziphowerestillmakingoutinthe

couch,aknockdisturbedthem.

Menzi:"argh!"

Zizipho:"gogetthedoorbaby."

Menzistandsupandfixeshimselfandgoesto

open.Hegetstheshockofhislife,hishandsare

shakingandMambalaughsathisreaction.

Mamba:"damn!Yousohilarious."

Menzi:"howcani..ihelpyou?"

Mambapusheshimawayandgetsin.

Mamba:"doyouknowAvelaMazibuko?"hesays

leaningagainstthewallfoldinghisarms.

Menzi:"yesyes"

Mamba:"whatisshetoyou?"



Menzi:"mygirlfriend."

Mamba:"aren'tyoumarried?"

Menzi:"i..iam"

Mamba:"soyoumeanshe'syoursidechick?"

Menzi:"somethinglikethat."

Mamba:"ineedayesorno."

Menzi:"yesbutIdon'tloveher."

Mamba:"thenwhatareyoudoingwithherifyou

don'tloveher?"

Menzi:"iwantedtogetinherpants?"

Mambaholdshimbythecollarpullinghimclose.

Mamba:"didyou?"

Menzi:"no,sheneverwantedustohavesex,claiming

shewasclaimingshe'savirgin."

Mamba:"claiming?"

Menzi:"yesbecausethere'snoonewhoworksina

clubandstillavirgin."

Mambapuncheshimandhefallsdown.



Mamba:"don'tyouevendaresaythat!"

Menzinodslikeapreschoolholdinghisbleeding

nose.

Menzi:"iwon't.Waityoulookfamiliar"

Mamba:"whodoesn'tknowme?"

Ziziphoappearsandseesherhusbandonthefloor

andrushestohim,thenliftsherheadtoSmanga.

Zizipho:"Mamba?!"

Mamba:"tellyourhusbandtostayawayfrom

Avela,actuallysendheratextbreakingupwithher."

HegoesoutandZiziphotakeshisphonesendinga

texttoAvela.

Menzi:"whatthehellZizipho?!"

Zizipho:"doyouwannadie?Becauseifyoudon't

stayawayfromAvelahewon'thesitatetokillyou."

Menzi:"itoldyouthatshe'sourtickettoseeour

goldenlife!"

Zizipho:"unbelievable!"



Zizipholeaveshimthereandgoestotheirbedroom

andcallshermom.

Khanya:"iseverythingokaybaby?"

Zizipho:"it'sMenzimama"

Khanya:"whatdidhedo?"

Zizipho:"heischeatingonme,theeMightyMamba

cametotellhimtostayawayfromthegirlbuthe

won'tlisten."

Khanya:"sowhatareyougonnado?"

Zizipho:"ithinkI'mgonnapayAvelaavisit."

Khanya:"okaybutmakesureMenzidoesn'tfindout"

Zizipho:"iwill,iwillgotothegirltomorrow."

Khanya:"okay,keepmeupdated."

Zizipho:"iwill"

Khanya:"iloveyoubaby."

Zizipho:"iloveyoutoomama"

Ziziphoendsthecallandlaysonthebedthinking

abouthowMenzihasputtheirlivesindanger



becauseMambadoesn'tmakeanyrandomvisits.

*

*

HowamisupposedtogetR2millioninaday?Stix

iscrazybutontheotherside,ican'triskMamba

findingoutwhatIdid,thatmanwillskinmealive.I

dialThabani.

Thabani:"Bosslady."

Thembi:"hey,isMambawithyou."

Thabani:"idon'tknow."

Thembi:"whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?"

Thabani:"exactlythat."

Thembidropsthecallannoyed,shegoesto

Mamba'sbedroomlookingforhissafeandshe

findsit.It'slockedanddoesn'tknowthecodes.

Thembi:"damn,ihavenochoicebuttocallher

friends."

ThembidoesNomsa.



Nomsa:"hayididyoucheckthetime?Its23:26."

Thembi:"imsorrybutIneedyourhelp."

Nomsa:"shouldn'tyoubemakinglovewithyour

husband."

Thembi:"he'sintheshower"shethenbitesherlip.

Nomsa:"okaysowhat'sup?"

Thembi:"pleasecalltheothersandwemeetfor

breakfastatMugg&Bean?"

Nomsa:"done."

Thembidropsthecallandrubsherfacefrustrated,

shegoesoutandmakesherwaytothebedroom

andhefindsMambaonaphonecallandhe'sall

smiles.

Thembi:"couldshebespeakingwithher?"(shesays

whispering)

Mambaspeaksforawhilethendropsthecall.

Thembi:"isither?"

Mamba:"iain'tgottimeforyourinsecurites."



Hethrowshisphoneinthebedandmakesherway

tothebathroom,curiositygotthebetterofThembi

andshecheckedhiscalllog.

Thembi:"soiwasright?He'scheatingonmewith

thatwaitress."

Shethrowsthephoneonthebedandgoestothe

shower.

Thembi:"canijoinyou?"

Mamba:"I'malreadydone."

Hewrapsatowelaroundhiswaistandpushesher

outofhisway.

Thembi:"youwerewithherright?Thatwaitress?"

Mamba:"hernameisAvelaandyesIwaswithher

sowhat?"

Thembi:"thewholeday?"

Mamba:"obviouslyanddaretrysomethingthatwill

putherlifeindangerandIwilleatyoualive."

Mambagetsoutandhisphonerings.

Mamba:"I'mlistening."



Luke:"ihaveputcamcordersinherhouse."

Mamba:"good,I'llpayyou."

MambadropsthecallandsendsAvelaagoodnight

text.

Thembi:"babycanwetalk?"

Mamba:"I'mlistening."

Thembi:"doyoustillloveme?Imeaneversincethat

girlimeanAvelacameintoourlives,youbarely

evenlookatme."

Mamba:"ihavebetterthingstodothanspendtime

lookingatyou."

Thembi:"whenwasthelasttimeyoutouchedme?

Madelovetome?"

Mambashrugswhilehisdryinghismuscledbody

whichturnsThembion.

Thembi:"makelovetome."

Mamba:"imtired."

Thembi:"soyouwerefuckingher?"



Mamba:"no"

Thembi:"whatwereyoudoingwithherthen?"

Mamba:"idon'tanswertoyou."

Hewearshisboxersandgetsinbed.

Mamba:"night."

Hecovershimselfwiththeblankets.

Thembi:"ican'tbelieveyouSmanga!"

Mamba:"youmakingnoise,iwannasleep."

Thembigaspsandgetsinbedfacingtheotherside.

*

*

Iwokeupfeelingrelaxedandallfresh.Ihadfun

spendingthedaywithMambashame.Imakemy

bedandIgotothebathroomandbrushmyface

andteeth.Igodownstairsforsomebreakfast,i

makecerealandIdecidetocallAzania.

Azania:"heybaby,imissyousomuch!"

Avela:"imissyoumore,it'ssolonelywithoutyou



here!"

Azania:"iknowhoneyiknow"

Avela:"whatever"

Welaugh

Azania:"sowhat'sgoingonbetweenyouand

Mamba?Phelayouguysarestilltrending."

Avela:"ithinkwearefriends."

Azania:"what?Howdareyou?"

Avela:"howdareIwhat?"

Azania:"befriendswithamonster?"

Avela:"heisnotthatbad"

Azania:"idon'tbelieveyou."

Avela:"isthereanythingwrongwithmebeing

friendswithhim?"

Azania:"heisamonster,whathappensifhekidnaps

youandusesyouforhisprostitutionringor

trafficksyououtofthecountry?"

Avelakeepsquiet.



Azania:"thinkaboutwhatIsaid."

ShedropsthecallandAvelaisthinking,whatif

she'sright?PhelaMambaisbad!

Shedecidessheneedsabreather,igotothe

bathroomandIbath.Igetdressed.Itakemysling

bagandsomemoneythengoout,igotothemall

andIdosomeshopping.AsI'mcomingfromthis

othershop,ihadtobumpintoThembiandher

friends.

Thembi:"here'sthismanstealer."

Nomsa:"thiswhore!"

Avela'sphoneringsandit'sMamba.Shelet'sitring.

Nomsa:"aren'tyougonnaanswerthat?"

Avela:"no"

Itringsagainandthistimesheanswers.

Avela:"hello"

Mamba:"heysweetiepie,howareyoudoing?"

Avela:"I'mgoodandyou?"



Mamba:"imgood,whereareyou?"

Avela:"attheMall."

Mamba:"canwepleasemeet?"

Avela:"noican't."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"becauseuhm..imgonnabetired."

Mamba:"youarelyingtome,icanfeelit.Is

everythingokay?"

Avela:"yes,I'llcallyoulater."

Aveladropsthecallandtheslayqueenslookather.

Avela:"what?"

Mihle:"youcallthatthingaphone?"

Avela:"what'swrongwithit?"shesayslookingather

SamsungS8+

Thembi:"thesearerealphones."

TheysayflauntingtheiriPhoneX'sonherface.

Nomsa:"notthatthing."



Avela:"sobyowninganIphoneyoumadeitinlife?"

Theylookateachotherthenbackather.

Avela:"soowninganIPhoneisanachievementto

y'all?Ohplease!"

Sheleftthemtherewiththeirmouthsopen.

Sphesihle:"thenerverhaa!"

TheygotoMugg&Beanandsit.

Mihle:"iseverythingokay?"

Thembi:"iknowforafactthatMambaissleeping

withthatgirl.Hedidn'tevendenyit."

Nomsa:"yohisitthatbad?"

Thembi:"verybad!"

Mihle:"sowhat'syourplan?"

Thembi:"theyaretheleastofmyworries,Stixwants

money."

Siphesihle:"howmuchthistime?"

Thembi:"R2Millionevery2weeks?"

Nomsa:"what?Ihopeyoutoldhimwheretogetoff."



Thembilookedaside.

Mihle:"youdidn't?"

Thembi:"icouldn'tokay?"

Sphesihle:"doyouhavethemoney?"

Thembi:"that'swhyicalledyouhere."

Mihle:"youwantustohelpyou?"

Shenods.

Thembi:"ipromiseI'llpayyouback."

Nomsa:"whydon'tyouaskMamba?Hegotmoney."

Thembi:"idon'twannagethiminvolved."

Sphesihle:"he'sgonnahelpyouout."

Thembi:"noguys,iseriouslyneedyourhelp."

Nomsa:"eish,idon'thavemoneyandmycardsare

withThabani."

Mihle:"andSabelodidthesame."

Thembi:"soy'allcan'thelpme?"

TheyslowlynodandThembifuriouslystandsup.



Thembi:"somuchforbeingfriendsnx!"

ShegrabsherLouisVuittonbagandleaves.

Nomsa:"yoh."

Sphesihle:"it'shermess,sheshouldfixitherself."

Nomsa:"herandStixthinkmoneygrowsontrees."

Sphesihle:"mxm"

Nomsa:"sheevenhasthenervetocallmyman

askingwhereisMamba,isMambamarriedto

Thabani?Nxsheannoysme."

*

*

What'swrongwithAvelanow?Ithoughtwewere

fine.IdecidetogotoherflatandIunlockit,igot

sparekeys.I'llwaithereandshe'lltellmewhat's

wrong.

AsI'mscrollingthroughmyphone,shegetsinwith

plasticbags.

Avela:"howdidyougetin?"



Mamba:"doyouknowwhoiamsweetiepie?"

Avela:"youtrespassing."

Mamba:"callthecopsthen."

Avelaputtheplasticbagsdownandsatdown.

Mamba:"what'swrongsweetiepie?Talktome."

Shetakesoutherphone.

Avela:"what'swrongwithmyphone?"

Mamba:"nothingwhy?"

Avela:"yourwifesaidthisisnotaphone,realphones

areIphones"

Mambalaughedthathehadtearsinhiseyes.

Mamba:"sothat'swhyyouareangryatme?

BecauseofwhatThembisaid?"

Avela:"nobutputherinherplacebeforeIrearrange

herface.HerLVandGuccibagsdon'tscaremeand

herBrazilianweaves."

Mambalaughsagain.

Avela:"gladyoufinditfunny."



Mamba:"yeahne!Sowhat'swrong?"

Avela:"areyougonnausemeforyourprostitution

ringorsellme?"

Mamba:"what?Howcanyouasksomethinglike

that?"

Avela:"pleaseanswerme"

Mamba:"noI'dneverdothat,especiallytoyou."

Avela:"soyou'ddothattoothers?"

Mamba:"ididn'tmeantobutIwillneverdothat,ilike

youtoomuchtodothat.Iwon'thurtyou."

Avela:"mmhifyousayso."

Mamba:"areweokay?Ican'tdealwithitwhenyou

angryatme."

Avela:"that'swhyyoucameherewithoutmy

permission?"

Mamba:"yesandIamsorryforthat."

Avela:"it'sokay."

Mamba:"comehere"



HesaysopeninghisarmsandAvelagoestohim

withasmile.

*

*
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IhadmyheadonhisbuffchestandIwassookay.

Mamba:"Avela?"

Avela:"SmangaorshouldisayMightyMamba?"

Mamba:(laughing)Smanga,idon'twanttohearyou

sayMamba."



Avela:"okaySmanga."

Mamba:"doyoubelievemewhenisayiwillnever

hurtyou?Andiwon'tletyouinmydarklife,soscary

andyouseemsovulnerabletohandlethelife."

Avela:"idon'thavetogetinvolvedbecausewe'll

remainasfriends."

Mambalooksatherandsmilesthenlipsyncs"not

forlong."

Avela:"youknow,imissgoingbacktowork."

Mamba:"doyouenjoyworkingthere?"

Avela:"yes,itpaysthebills."

Mamba:"okaybutIdon'tlikeit."

Avela:"butwhy?"

Mamba:"allthosemenlookingyouwithhungry

eyes."

Avelaturnsandlooksathim.

Mamba:"don'tmindme."

Avela:"okay,sodoyouenjoywhatyoudo?"



Mamba:"it'sinmybloodsweetiepie."

Avela:"okay,youhungry?"

Mamba:"noI'mfine."

Avela:"suityourselfthen."

ShetakesherphoneandordersfoodfromtheMRD

foodapp.

Mamba:"youtemptingme."

Avela:"with?"

Mamba:"iloveorderingfoodfromtheapp,so

mouthwatering."

Avela:"soimguessingyou'lljoinme?"

Mamba:"definitely."

Avela:"youknowyouarealwayshere,whendoyou

spendtimewithyourwife?"

Mamba:"ahthatonewhinestoomuchandIcan't

handlethatshit.Itboresme."

Avela:"she'syourwife,getusedtoit."

Mamba:"hasMenzimadeanycontact?"



Avela:"no,hesentatextbreakingthingsoff."

Mamba:"andhowdoyoufeel?"

Avela:"imalittlebithurt,ilovedhim."

Mamba:"understandable."

There'saknockandAvelagetsoffMamba'schest

andgoestoopen.Shefindsthisbeautiful

woman,shepushesAvelaoutofthewayandgetsin.

ShestopsonhertrackswhensheseeesMambaon

thecouch,Mambaturnsandlooksather,she'sabit

shaken.

Mamba:"howcanwehelpyou?"

Zizipho:"iamheretotalktoAvela."

Mamba:"about?"

Zizipho:"aboutMenzi."

Avela:"whatabouthim?"

Zizipho:"thatshestaysthehellawayfromMenzi,he

ismarried."

Avela:"whoa!Youguysaremarried?"



Zizipho:"yessoyouweredatingamarriedman!"

Avela:"yohbutweovernow."

Zizipho:"good"

SheleavesandAvelalooksatMamba.

Avela:"whyisshescaredofyou?"

Mamba:"whoisn't?'

Avela:"me"

Mamba:"really?"

Avela:"yes."

TheorderfromMRDcomesandMambapays.

Avela:"iwasgonnapayforthat."

Mamba:"whywhenIcanaffordit?"

Avela:"whosaysican't?"

Mamba:"imsavingyoumoney."

Theytaketheirorderandseat.Theystarteating

whileconversingtillMamba'sphonerings.

Mamba:"ringangilalele."(speakimlistening)



Caller:"bosstheshipmenthasarrived.Theyneed

yoursignature."

Mamba:"okayI'monmyway."

Caller:"dankiebozza"

MambadropsthecallandlooksatAvela.

Mamba:"sweetiepie,Ihavetogo.I'llcomecheckon

yourbeforeyousleep."

Avela:"there'snoneed."

Mamba:"iwillVeveandyoucanlock,I'llopenwith

myownkeys."

Avela:"wheredidyougetthem?"

Mamba:"igotconnections.Bye."

HebrushesAvela'scheekwithhisthumb.Hethen

leavesanddrivestohiswarehouse.Hefindsthe

guyswiththeshipment.Hesignsforitandsits.

Mamba:"iseverythinggoingaccordingtoplan?"

Sabelo:"wayazi."(youknowit)

Mamba:"iwantnomistakeswithdeliveringthe



shipmenttoMpums,it'sworthmillions."

Thabani:"chillntwana,wegotthis."

Mamba:"in3daystime,wegoingtothemissionin2

daystime.Ihopeyouallareprepared."

Tebogo:"thewayweareprepared,wecanevengo

tonight!"

Theyalllaughed

Thabani:Mambamymainman,what'sgoingon

whatMaThembis?"

Mamba:"whatdoyoumean?"

Thabani:"hecalledmeatnightaskingwhereyou

are."

Senzo:"wherewereyou?"

Mamba:"withAvela."

Thabani:"around23:00?"

Mamba:"yes,isthereaproblem?"

Senzo:"youspendingtoomuchtimewiththatgirl."

Mamba:"everyminuteispendwithher,ispriceless



man."

Thabani:"whydoesitseemlikethatgirlisgonna

replaceMaThembis?"

Mamba:"maybe.Wedon'tknow."

Thabani:"wegottaseatbackandrelax."

Mamba:"andwatchhoweverythingunfolds."

Sabelo:"yeah."

*

*

"10hoursleft,ticktock."-thatwasfromStix.

Thembi:"damn!"

Mysocalledfriendsdonotwanttohelpmeout.

Mxm.IguessIhavetoaskaloanfromtheback.I

callStix.

Stix:"yougotmymoney?"

Thembi:"pleasegivemesometime,aweekat

least."

Stix:"4days,bye"



Hedropsthecall,fuck!Justtogetmymindoff

things,idecidetopayAvelaavisit.

IaskpeoplefordirectionsandIamshownherflat.

Whostillstaysinflatsnowadays?Iknockandshe

shouts"coming!"

Sheopensandlooksshocked.

Avela:"howcanihelp?"

Ipushheroutofthewayandgetin.

Avela:"howcanihelp?"

Thembi:"stayawayfrommyman."

Avela:"howaboutyoustayawayfromme?"

Thembi:"iwould,ifyoustayaway."

Avela:"howaboutyoutellhimstayawayfrom me."

Thembi:"afterthis,he'llhateyou."

Thembitakesoutaknifeandstabsherown

arm,shetakesoutherphoneanddialsMamba.

Thembi:"aaaahMambashe'skillingme!"

Mamba:"whosekillingyou?"



Thembi:"Avela"

ShedropsthecallandlooksatAvelawhois

amazed.

Thembi:"nowlet'sseewhathe'llsay."

*

*
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Mamba:"gentsI'mcoming,Thabanilet'sgo."

TheyrushouttoMamba'scar.

Thabani:"what'sgoingon?"



Mamba:"ThembicalledmethatAvelaiskillingher."

Thabani:"killing?Avela?Sonotlikeher."

Mamba:"that'swhatIthinksobutlet'sseewhat

happened."

TheyrushtoAvela'sflatfindingThembiholdingher

armwhichwasbleeding,Avelawasstunnedandthe

knifeonthefloor.

Mamba:"whathappened?"

Thembi:"I'lltellyoueverythingbaby."

Mamba:"I'mlistening."

Thembi:"icameinhereactuallyshecalledmehere

andwantedtomeet.Shetoldmetostayawayfrom

youbecauseyouguysaredating,Itoldherweare

marriedandshestabbedme."

MambalookedatAvelawhowaslookingatThembi

withherhandsonhermouth.

Thabani:"isittrue?"

Thembi:"offcourseshe'sgonnadenyit!"

Mamba:"letheranswerforherself."



Avela:"no,ididn'tdoit."

Mamba:"Thabanipleasetakehertothehospital,i

wannatalktoAvela."

Thembi:"what?No!"

Thabani:"asambe"(let'sgo)

TheygotandThembikeptoncursing.

Thabani:"shedidn'tdoitright?"

Thembi:"whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Thabani:"exactlythat."

*

Menzi:"ourplancannotcontinue."

Spororo:"why?"

Menzi:"MambaknowsaboutmeandAvela."

Spororo:"so?"

Menzi:"wetalkingabouttheeMightyMambahere!"

Spororo:"areyousureit'snotsomewannabe

Mamba?"



Menzi:"no,hecameherehimself!"

Spororo:"fuck!SowhendidyoulastseeAvela?"

Menzi:"imgoingnowherenearthatgirl,she'sunder

Mamba'sprotection.Youdon'tmesswithhis

territory,youjustdon't."

Spororo:"yougettingcoldfeet?"

Menzi:"Idon'twannadie,youdoknowMambais

merciless."

Spororo:"don'ttellmeyouscaredofhimbecauseI

amnot."

Menzi:"Restinpeaceinadvance."

Menzidropsthecallandlooksathismother.

Nombuso:"Mambaiscostingusthousands."

Menzi:"ourlifeiswithmorethanthosethousands

mama."

Nombuso:"whatisSpororosaying?"

Menzi:"heisnothappy,hesayshe'scontinuing."

Nombuso:"andiamjoininghim."



Menzi:"nomom,idon'twanttoloseme."

Nombuso:"onewayyougonnaloseme.Spororo

won'tletthisgo."

Menzi:"aslongasIwon'tbepartoftheplan"

Nombuso:"where'sthatwitchyoucallawife?"

Menzi:"she'snotawitchmama"

Nombuso:"mxm,iwonderwheredidyougetthat

goodfornothing."

Menzi:"stopmama!Plesse"

Nombuso:"mxmoho."

*

*

Avela:"Smangaididn'tdoit!Youbelievemeright?"

Mamba:"yes."

Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"youhavenogutstohurtanotherperson,

didyoucallher?"

Avela:"no,shejustrockedupunannounced."



Mamba:"shemustbereallydesperate."

Avela:"desperateforwhat?"

Mamba:"nevermind."

Avela:"butareyousurethatyoubelieveme?"

Mamba:"bringyourlaptop."

Shestoodupandfetchedherlaptopthengaveitto

Mamba.Hefiddledwithit.

Avela:"howdoyouknowmypassword?"

Mamba:"ijustguessedit."

Avela:"idon'tbelieveyou."

Mamba:"that'sfineke."

Avelasighed.

Mamba:"pleasebringmewater?"

AvelanodsandMambalooksforthecamcorder

andfindsitnexttotheflowerpot.HesitsandAvela

bringswaterandgiveshim.

Mamba:"thanks."

Hetakesonesipandputstheglassonthecoffee



tableandcontinueswiththelaptop.Heshows

Avelathefootage.

Avela:"howdidyougetthis?"

Mamba:"notthatimportantbutwegonnaneedit

incaseThembipressescharges."

Avela:"yohthisisgonnahelp,thankyousomuch!"

Mamba:"anythingforyou."

Avela:"butshouldn'tyoubeprotectingyourwife?

Sheneedsyou."

Mamba:"idon'tprotectliars."

Avela:"butshe'syourwife."

Mamba:"doesn'tmeanihavetoprotecther

lies,accusingyouofsomethingyoudidn'tdo?

That'ssolowman."

Avela:"oh,thanksanyway."

Mamba:"sorelax,I'mhereforyousweetiepie,

anytimeoftheday."

Heputsthelaptoponthetableandlooksather,they

bothsmile.



*

*
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Thedoctorstitchedherwoundandgivehersome

pills,shewassomadthathishusbanddidn'tfollow

hertothehospital.Atextscomesthroughher

phone:"6hoursleftbabygirl,6"sherolledhereyes

andwenttoThabani'scar.

Thembi:"takemetothepolicestation."

Thabani:(laughing)"imguessingyougoingtoreport

Avela?"



Thembi:"youguessedright!"

Thabani:"youdoknowthatyourhusbandisgonna

getheroutofjail?"

Thembi:"Mambalovesme,nother!"

Thabani:"ncncnc,you'llendupregrettingyourself."

HereachesthepolicestationandThembigetsout

leavingThabanicallingMamba.

Mamba:"exe"

Thembi:"yourwifeisinthepolicestation."

Mamba:"toreportAvelaiguess?"

Thabani:"yes,what'sgoingonbetweenthetwoof

you?"

Mamba:"meandwho?"

Thabani:"youandAvela."

Mamba:"I'mfallingforherntwana."

Thabani:"eehmanjeuthiningoMaThembis?"(what

aboutThembi)

Mamba:"imightjustdivorceher."



Thabani:"areyousurebozza?"

Mamba:"yeahiam.AndleaveThembithere,she'll

findherwayback."

Thabani:"yizoboss."

Thabanidriveshometohiswife,Nomsa.

*

Thembi:"imheretoopenacase."

PoliceOfficer:"against?"

Thembi:"AvelaMazibuko,shestabbed

me,look."showingtheofficerwhereshehasa

bandage.

PoliceOfficer:"let'sgototheinterrogationroom."

Thembinodsandfollowshim,theyreachthe

interrogationroomandThembiseats,thepolice

officergoestogettheDetectiveandcomeswith

him.

Detective:"howcanihelpyouMrsNkosi?"

Thembi:"iwannaopenacaseagainstAvela

Mazibuko,shestabbedme."



Detective:"andthereasonbeing?"

Thembi:"shedoesn'twannastayawayfrommy

husband."

Detective:"andyourhusbandbeingSmangaakathe

MightyMamba?"

Thembi:"yes"

Detective:"youdoknowthatyourhusbandhasa

thingforladiesandladieslovehim,sowhywould

thisAvelastabyouforamarriedman?"

Thembi:"becausehegotthelooksandmoney."

Detective:"doyouhaveproofthatshedidthat?"

Thembi:"idon'tneedproofthatshedidit,Iknowshe

did."

Detective:"thatisnotenoughMrsNkosi."

Thembi:"clearlyI'mwastingmytimehere,youguys

areuseless."

Detective:"hayisukanx."

ThedetectivegetsupandleavesThembithere.



Thembi:"hee!Didhejustwalkoutonme?"

Shestandsupgoesout,shedoesn'tspotThabani's

car.ShecallsThabanianditringsunanswered.She

callsMamba.

Mamba:"I'mbusy,whatdoyouwant?"

Thembi:"withherright?"

Mamba:"iain'tgottimeforthis."

Thembi:"pleasecallThabanitocomefetchme."

Mamba:"findyourwayhomedearwifey."

Thembi:"what?I'mnotusedtowalklongdistance."

Mamba:"suityourselfthen."

Thembi:"pleasecomefetchme."

Mamba:"I'mkindaheldup."

Thembi:"youarechoosingmeoverher?"

Mamba:"seeyouwhenIgethome."

HedropsthecallandThembilooksatherphone

notbelievingwhatMambajustdid.

Thembi:"yeahne."



Shestartswalking,thedistancewasabout1hour

30minuteslong.

*

*

Spororo:"Menziineedyouonthisjob,pleaseman."

Menzi:"ihavenointentionsofdying."

Spororo:"youwon'tdie,iwillprotectyou."

Menzi:"protectmefromMamba?"

Spororo:(silence)

Menzi:"thoughtso."

Spororo:"thinkaboutthemoneyNtwanaokay,iwill

doubleit."

Menzi:"nospororo."

Spororo:"thenyoucankissyourwifegoodbye

becauseIwillkillher."

Menzi:"youwouldn't."

Spororo:"tryme."

Menzi:"fuckyou!"



Spororolaughsanddropsthecall.

Spororo:"youwillpayforyourparentssinsdear

Avela."

*

*

Avela:"I'mgonnatakeabath,it'sbeenalongday."

Mamba:"you'llfindmehere."

Avela:"doingwhat?"

Mamba:"waitingforyou."

Avela:"youdon'thaveto."

Mamba:"iwantto."

Avela:"suityourself."

Mamba:"canijoinyou?"

Avela:"hellno."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"becauseisayso."

AvelagoodtothebathroomwhileMambadecides



tocook,justsomethingniceforAvela,hewasgonna

dealwithThembilater.

Inthebathroom,AvelawasthinkingaboutZizipho.

Avela:"soiwashissidechick?Allalonghewas

married?Heeeyeahne,heplayedme.Imeanhe

lovedmeandIwassoconvincedthathelovesme

back,Menzijusthurtmethenhehassomenerveto

sendhiswife!Arghthedisrespect!"

Avelafinishedbathingandshegetsdressedinher

summershortpjsthengoesout,theamazing

aromafromthekitchenhithernostrilsandshe

goestothekitchen.

Avela:"smellsgoodinhere,whatareyoumaking?"

Mamba:"that'sforonlymetoknowsweetiepie."

HiseyeslandonAvela'sbodyandhecursed,his

peniserects.

Mamba:"pleasewearagownorsomething?"

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"imightgettemptedanddosomethingI

won'tregret."



Avela:"okay."

Shegoestoputonagownandgoesbacktothe

kitchen.

Avela:"and?"

Mamba:"muchbetter."

Hedoesn'thelpbuttoputAvelaontopofthe

kitchencounterwithherlegsaroundhiswaist.

Mamba:"damnsweetiepie!"

Hesayscomingclosetokissher.

*

*
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*

*

AvelawrapsherarmsMamba'sneckpullinghim

closer,Mambahashishandsonherthighsmoving

upanddown,thekissisgettingheatedasbothof

themarebreathingheavilybuttheydon'twantto

stop.AvelapushesMambaslightlyandtheystop.

Mamba:"damn!Whatareyoudoingtome?

Avelaremovesherhandsfromhisneckwhile

Mamba'shandsarestillonherthighs.

Avela:"thisissowrong!"

Mamba:"what?Didn'tyouenjoyit?"

Avela:"trustmeidid,somuch."

Mamba:"sowhat'stheproblemthen?"

Avela:"Smangayouaremarried!"

Mamba:"so?"

Avela:"thisischeating,youshouldbewithyour

wife!"



Mamba:"butiwanttobewithyou."

Avela:"Smanga,yourwifeneedsyou"

Mamba:"whataboutwhatIneed?"

Avela:"whatdoyouneed?"

Mamba:"ineedyou."

Avela:"asyoursidechickright?Whatiswrongwith

meattractingmarriedmen?"

Mamba:"donotcomparemewithMenzi."

Avela:"iamnot."

Mamba:"Avela,iloveyou."

Avela:"waitwhat?"

Mamba:"Avelaifellforyou,ifididn'tiwouldbewith

Thembirightnowprollyplottingyourdownfall

makingitseemthatyoustabbedher,iwouldn't

haveshownyouthatfootage.Ichosetobehere

becauseIloveyou!"

Avela:"whataboutThembi?"

Mamba:"whatabouther?"



Heremoveshishandsfromherthighsandputs

theminhispocket.

Avela:"youguysaremarried."

Mamba:"icandivorceher."

Avela:"marriedmenneverdivorcetheirwivesfor

theirsidechicks!"

Mamba:"youarenotmysidechick!"

Avela:"besidesarelationshipbuiltonanother

woman'stearsdoesn'tworkout."

Mamba:"soyouarelookingatallreasonsfornot

beingwithme?Nextthingyouwillbesaying

becauseIamagangster?"

AvelalooksasideandMambadeeplysighs.

Mamba:"soI'mright?Soidon'tdeservetobeloved

becauseIamagangster?"

Avela:"that'snotwhatIsaid."

Mamba:"whatareyousayingthen?"

Avelalooksasideagain.



Mamba:"youknowwhat,goodbye."

Hetakeshiscarkeysandleaves.Hereacheshis

carandcursedthenbangedthesteeringwheel.

Mamba:"damn!"

HedrivestohishousethinkingaboutAvela,hetries

byallmeanstoblockherfromherthoughtsbut

seemsimpossibletodo.

Heparkshiscarinthegaragethengetsin.Hefinds

Thembidrinkingwater.

Mamba:"hey,youlooktired."

Thembi:"itoldyouiamnotusedtowalkinglong

distance."

Mamba:"youwillbefine,whydidyoulie?"

Thembi:"about?"

Mamba:"don'tplaydumbwithmeThembi!"

Thembi:"shedidstabmeandtomorrowI'mgonna

havealltheproof."

Mamba:"really?Whytomorrownotnow?"



Thembi:"don'tworryaboutthat."

Mamba:"ihopeyouain'tgonnapulloneofyour

stuntsThembi."

Thembi:"noI'mnot."

Thembiwalksuptohimandkisseshim,theykiss

andthenextthingThembiisonthekitchencounter

nakedleftwithherpantyonly,asMambawasabout

toremoveherpanty,Avelaflashedinhismind.

Mamba:"sorryican'tdothis."

Thembi:"what?BabylookI'malreadyforyou."

ShesaysopeningherlegsandMambaislookingat

her,hispenisdoesnotevenerect.Heshakeshis

headnoandgoestotakeashower.

Thembi:"whatthehell?Didhejustleaveme

hanging?"

Shegetsoffthekitchencounterandfollowshim,he

findshimintheshowerandheseemedtobein

deepthoughts.

Thembi:"what'sstressingyoumylove?"



Mamba:"nothing."

Hegoesouttheshower,drieshimselfandwearshis

vest,short,runningshoes.

Thembi:"whereareyougoing?"

Mamba:"out"

Thembi:"thistime?"

Mamba:"yeah."

Hetakeshisearphonesandgoestothekitchenand

takesasmallwaterbottleandgoesoutjoggingto

clearhishead.

Thembi:"joggingthistime?It'spastsevenfor

goodnesssake."

*

*

DidSmangajustdeclarehisloveforme?I'm

amazed,confused.Doilovehim?Iamnotsure,i

don'tknowandevenifIdid,icouldn'tbewithhim.

Why?Becauseheismarried,agangster.Tobe

honestIenjoyhiscompanybutbeingina



relationshipwithhim?It'stoomuch,idon'tthinki

wouldbeabletohandleit.

Avelaisstillonthekitchencounterandholdingher

lips.

Avela:"ican'tbelieveIkissedtheeMightyMamba!

Yeahne,butilovedit."

Shesighsandgetsoffthekitchencounter.She

switchesoffthestovebecauseMambaleftiton.

ShetakesherphoneanddebatesoncallingMamba

butfinallydecidesagainstit.ShecallsAzania.

Azania:"heybaby"

Avela:"hey,areyougood?"

Azania:"I'mgoodandchangeofplans,iamcoming

nextweek."

Avela:"ican'twait."

Azania:"youdon'tsoundexcited."

Avela:"trustme,iam."

Azania:"what'stroublingyou?"

Avela:"nothing,ihavetogo.Bye."



Shedropsthecallandthere'saknockonthe

door,shegoestoopenandsomehowshewas

hopingit'sMambabutno.

Avela:"howcanihelpyou?"

Lady:"firstthingfirst,canigetin?"

Avela:"sure"

Shemakeswayforherandshegetsin,theysit.

Lady:"iamNombuso,Menzi'smother"

Avela:"oh"

Nombuso:"iamheretotellyouthatmysonis

miserablewithoutyou,heneedsyou."

Avela:"hegotawifeforthat."

Nombuso:"youcallZiziphoawife?Trustmeyou'd

makeabetterwifethanher."

Avela:"andwhyisthat?"

Nombuso:"iknewyouweremyson'ssidegirlfriend

andtobehonest,helovesyou.Heevenwanted

to..tocommitsuicide."shecriesandAvelaisjust

lookingather.



Avela:"withallduerespectma,yoursonhurtme.

Wherewereyouwhenheabusedme?Younowhere

totellmeheneedsme?"

Nombuso:"trustme,ididn'tknow.IfIknewIwould

haveprotectedyou."

Avela:"yeahright."

Nombuso:"pleasemydaughter,youneedtosee

him."

Avela:"i-.."

Nombuso:"imbeggingyou."sheevenkneeledand

thatgotAvelafeelingabitguilty.

Avela:"pleasestandupma"

Nombuso:"pleasegoandseehim."

Avela:(sighs)"I'llgotomorrow"

Nombuso:"thankyousomuch."

Shestandsupandtheyhug.Nombusosaysher

goodbyesandassheisout,Nombusosidesmiles.

Nombuso:"whatastupidgirl."



LukelooksatNombusofromadistanceandshakes

hishead

Luke:"iwonderwhat'syourstory."

*

*

-Love:Admin

[11/12,16:58] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert13

*

*

LukedecidestofollowNombusotofindoutwhat

herstoryis,Nombusoistoohappytonoticethat

sheisbeingfollowed.Shegetsinherhousefinding

thecouplecuddling.

Nombuso:"myplanworked!"



Zizipho:"whatplan?"

Nombuso:"iwasnottalkingtoyou."

Menzi:"youmean...?"

Nombuso:"yesandheygirlygiveusspace."

Ziziphostandsupandgoestothebedroom.

Nombuso:"allihavetodonowistocallSpororo

andeverythingisset."

ShesaystakingoutherphoneanddialsSpororo.

Spororo:"yes?"

Nombuso:"she'scomingtomorrow,behereat9am

andI'lltextherthatshemustbehereat10"

Spororo:"goodgirl,iknewthatIcouldcounton

you."

SpororodropsthecallandNombusosendsa

messagetoAvela.

Menzi:"soSpororoandAvelawillbehere

tomorrow?"

Nombuso:"yes"



Menzi:"okay,letmegetsomeair."

MenzitakesawalkaroundtheareaandLukespots

himcomingoutofthehousewhichNombusogotin.

Luke:"couldthisladyandMenzibeworkingtogether?

Heeethebosswouldbepleasedtohearthis."

HetakesouthisphoneanddialsMamba.

Mamba:"Lukemymainman."

Luke:"Bossigotnewsforyou."

Mamba:"I'mlistening."

Luke:"there'sawomanwhowalkedoutofAvela's

housesmiling,ifollowedherandshegotinMenzi's

houseandtheyseemtobeworkingtogether.So

nowI'mgonnahackAvela'sphonetoseeifshehas

madeanycontactwithher."

Mamba:"fuck!Youdojustthat."

Luke:"I'llcallyou."

LukedropsthecallanddrivestoAvela'shouse.He

looksaroundandthecoastisclear.Hegoestohis

warehouseandgetshisequipmentreadytohack



Avela'sphone.

*

*

Spororo:"fromtomorrowIamfinallygettingjustice."

Hesmilesalonelookingatapictureofanold

couple.

*

*

-TheFollowingDay.

*

Luke:"bossit'snotgoodatall."

Mamba:"what'sup?"

Luke:"Avelaissupposedtogotothathousebefore

10andifIdigdeeper,Spororoisgonnabethere."

Mamba:"fuck!Youknowwhat,I'llgoonAvela's

behalfandyoumakeaplantodistracther."

Luke:"done."

Lukemakesanotherphonecall.



Caller:"bozzayam"

Luke:"imgivingyou10minutestocometomy

house."

Caller:"yizo!"

Thecallendsandgoestohisstudyandtakesout

cocaine.

Luke:"youwillcomeinhandytoday."

*

*

Tobehonest,imissSmanga.His

smile,laughter,smelleverythingabouthimnjein

general.

Nombusosentatextwhattimeishouldcome.I

wassonervous.

IjustfinishedshoweringsoIamgettingdressedin

jeans,tanktopandsandals.IcombmyfadeandI

gohavebreakfast.It's9:30.

Ifinisheatingandthere'saknock.

Igoopenandfindthisdirtyguycarryingacrying



cutebaby.

Guy:"sister."

Helookshighandashe'sabouttodropthebaby,i

rushtohimbeforethebabyfallstotheground.

Guy:"eish."

Thebabykeepsoncryingsoishushherup.

Guy:"fede!"

HeturnstoleaveandAvelatriesstoppinghimbut

hedoesn'tmindher.

Avela:"what'shername?"

Theguyslowlyturnsthenshrugsandleaves.

Avela:"eeh"

Shelooksatthebabyandfallsforherinstantly.

She'scute.

Avela:"I'lljustcallyoucutiepie."

Shegetsinandclosesthedoor.shegentlyplaces

thebabyonthecouchandlooksather.Sheonly

hasapampersonlywithablanketwrappedaround



her.Shechecksthepampersandit'sfull.

Avela:"ehwhatshouldido?"

Thebabyneedsalotofthings,shedecidestocall

Mamba.

Mamba:"yeah."

ThathurtAvelaalittle.

Avela:"uhmineedyourhelp."

Mamba:"imlistening"

Avela:"ababywasdroppedtomyflatandIkindof

needbabythings."

Mamba:"ababy?"

Avela:"yes."

Mamba:"okayI'llsendsomeonetobringthem."

Avela:"can'tyoubeingthemyourself?"

Mamba:"imbusy,bye."

HedroppedthecallandcalledLuke.

Luke:"King."



Mamba:"whatdidyoudo?"

Luke:"icalledthatlaaitiewhoowesme,gothim

intoxicatedandhadhimdeliverthebabyatAvela's

flat.Thatwayshe'llbedistracted."

Mamba:"youagenius,nowiwantyoutodeliver

babythingstoherflat."

Luke:"alreadysentsomeonetodoit."

Mamba:"thanksnowletmegovisitthatMenziand

thatfamily."

Mambadroppedthecallandgotready.Heworehis

blacksuitandformalshoes.Hepuffedhiscologne

andhelookedsogood.HetookhisFerraricarkeys

withtwobodyguards.HedrovetoMenzi'shouse.

*

Spororo:"wherethehellisthatgirl?Sheshouldhave

beenhere20minutesago."

Menzi:"I'msureshe'sonherway."

Nombuso:"canigetyoujuiceinthemeantime?"

Spororo:"makeitbrandy."



Nombuso:"comingrightup."

Shefixedtheirdrinksandservedthem.Aftersome

time,theMightyMambapulledup.Withhim

walkinginthemiddleandhisbodyguardsonthe

sides.Theyjustletthemselvesinandeveryone

jawsdrop.

Mamba:"andwemeetagainSpororoNdlovu."

HesaidwithhishandsdeepinpocketsandSpororo

literallywetshispants.

*

*
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*

AknockdisturbsAvelaasshe'sstarringthecute

baby,shegoestothedoorandmeetabuffscary

guywithascaracrosshischeek.

Guy:"here."

HesaysgivingAvelatheplasticandAvelatakesit

andopens,sheseesPampers,BabyFormula,Purity

andsomeclothes."

Avela:"thankyou"

Guy:"sure."

HeturnstoleavebutturnstolookatAvela.

Guy:"don'tplayhideandseekwithmyboss."

HethengoestohisblackAudiA4andsendsatext

toLuke:"done"

Hethendrivestothewarehouse.

Avela:"hideandseek?Ehh."

Sheclosesthedoorandgoestothebaby.She

removesherpampersandwipesherup.



Avela:"nowlet'sgetyoucleanedup."

Shecarriesherandtakestheplasticandgoesto

thebathroom.Shebathesthebabyandthebabyis

gigglingandthatmakesAvelasmile.Shefinishes

bathingheranddressesherinherpinkbaby

romperandsocks.Shegentlycombshershort

curlyhairwhilethebabyisplayingwithAvela's

phone.

Theytothekitchenandshemakeshersomebaby

formulatofeedher,shesitsdownwithherinher

thighandfeedsher.

Avela:"youaresoadorable."

*

*

EveryoneisstilllookingatMambashocked,

NombusodropstothefloorduetofearandMamba

chuckles.

Menzirunstohismotherandshakesherup.

Spororolookslikeheisgluedtothecouch.

Mamba:"wellsincemyfriendsandIaren'toffereda



placetositwewilljustsitwithoutyourpermission."

Theytookchairsfromthediningroomandsitdown

facingthem.Nombusowalksupfromthefloorand

Mambalaughs.

Nombuso:"what'sgoingon?"

Mamba:"hayisukajustsitdown."

Sheslowlystandsandsitnexttohisson.

Mamba:"Spororolongtimenosee."

Spororo:(clearsthroat)"yeahhey"

Menzi:"whatdoyouwant?"

Mamba:"straighttothepoint,ilikeit.Tellmewhat

doyouguyswantfromAvela?"

Spororo:"whothehellisthat?"

Mamba:"youknowherverywell,don'tplaydumb

withme."

Menzi:"iendedthingswithher,youcanhaveher."

Mamba:"whywasyourmotheratherflat

yesterday?"



Nombuso:"me?Atherflat?Youwrong."

Mamba:"okay.Spororowhatareyoudoinghere?"

Spororo:"icametovisitmyfriends."

Mamba:"ididn'tknowy'allwerefriends."

Spororo:"wellweare."

Mamba:"soyourfriendshipisbuiltonAvela's

name?"

Theykeepquiet.

Menzi:"aren'tyoumarried?"

Mamba:"nope."

Nombuso:"thepaperssaidyouaremarriedto

Thembi."

Mamba:"doyouseeanyringonmyfinger?"

Nombuso:"no"

Mamba:"somindyourownbusiness."

Spororo:"whereisThembi?"

Mamba:"doilooklikeherbodyguard?"



Spororo:"no"

Mamba:"sostopaskingthingsthatdon'tconcern

you."

Spororo:"whatdoyouactuallywant?"

Mamba:"iwannaknowwhat'syourplanwith

Avela?"

Theykeptquiet.

Mamba:"iwon'trepeatmyself."

Spororo:"iwantrevenge."

Mamba:"whatrevenge?"

Hesaidfoldinghisarmslookingallserious.

Spororo:"ithappenedinthepast."

Mamba:"igotthewholedaysotalk."

Spororo:"herparentskilledmytwinbrother."

Mamba:"so?"

Spororo:"theytookawaysomethingwhichisclose

tome,iwantedtodothesame."

Mamba:"whereareherparents?"



Spororo:"shewasraisedbyhergrandmainthe

villages,isortoftookherparents,theyareworking

forme.Theyarepracticallyhobos.Ipaidher

grandmatotellherthatherparentsaredead."

Mamba:"yousick!Whereishergrandma?"

Spororo:"idon'tknow."

Mamba:"imgonnaaskagain,whereisher

grandma?"

Spororo:"she'samaidinmyhouse."

Mamba:"youdisgustmeyerr!"

Spororo:"soiwantedtotakeherandmakehermy

sexslaveandIdidmyresearchandfoundout

everythingaboutherandshe'sdatingMenziand

thatmadethingseasyforme,ithreatenedMenzi

andshewassupposedtocomehereandIwas

gonnatakeher."

Mamba:"what'syourdealwithMenzi'smother?"

Spororo:"wearefuckbuddies."

Menzi:"what?Isittruemama?"



NombusolookeddownembarrassedandMenzi

chuckled.

Menzi:"wow!Nowonderyoudidn'twannastop

workingforhim."

Nombuso:"imsorry."

Mamba:"youcandotheapologizinglater,let'sdeal

withthematterathand."

Spororo:"I'msorryman."

Mamba:"here'swhatyouaregonnado,youare

gonnacleanupAvela'sparentsandnextmonthyou

aregonnatakehergrandmaandalsofixherthen

youaregonnareunitethem."

Spororo:"what?Herparentsaredrugaddicts."

Mamba:"that'swhyI'msayingyouwillfixthemup,

youbasicallygot3weekstodothat.Areweclear?"

Spororo:"yes."

Mamba:"goodandcleanupyourself,thesmellisso

notgood."

Hestoodupafterthatleavingthemwiththeir



mouthwideopen.

Menzi:"istillcan'tbelieveyouarefuckingmy

motherbehindmyback!'

Spororo:"leavemethefuckalone!"

MenzipunchedSpororoandSporororeturned

it,theyendedupfightingandNombusowascrying

thathersecretisout,what'sworseisshe'spregnant

withSpororo'sbaby.

*

*

Mamba:"thoseguysaresosickman!"

Bodyguard1:"wheretoboss?"

Mamba:"I'mgoingtoAvela,justdropmethere"

TheguardsnodandtaketheirBosstoAvela's

place.

Mamba:"seeyouguystomorrow"

HegotoutofthecarandwalkedtoAvela's

place,theneighborstakingpicturesofhimbuthe

didn'tmindthem.Helethimselfinandisstunned



bywhathesees.Thebabysleepingpeacefullyon

herchestandAvelaisalsoasleep.Hetakesa

picturethenkisseshercheekwhichwakesherup.

Mamba:"hey"(smiles)

Avela:"hi"

Shelooksatthebabyandshe'sstillsleeping.

Mambasitsnexttoher.

Mamba:"areyouguysgood?"

Avela:"yes,whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mamba:"ididn'tknowiwasn'tallowed."

Avela:"ididn'tmeanitlikethat."

Mamba:"areyouangryatme?"

Avela:"no,whywouldi?"

Mamba:"Idon'tknow"

Avela:"soI'mnotangryatyou."

Mamba:"wasn'tshetroublesome?"

Avela:"no,she'ssoadorable.Doyouknowher?"



Mamba:"onlyLukecanansweryou."

Avela:"whoseLuke?"

Mamba:"yourbodyguard."

Avela:"ihaveabodyguard?"

Mamba:"yesbutyoucan'tseehimonlyhecansee

you."

Avela:"youhiredhim?"

Mamba:"yes,iwantyousafeallthetime."

Avelanodsandrememberssomething.

Avela:"eishihavetogosomewhere."

Mamba:"where?"

Avela:"Menzi'smomaskedforme."

Mamba:"youain'tgoingthereandit'snotupfor

discussionsweetie.Youhaveababytotakecare

of."

Avela:"what'shername?"

Mamba:"askLuke,butsinceyoudon'tknowhimI'll

askhim."



Avela:"whenamigonnameethim?"

Mamba:"youwon'tbutheknowsyouandthat's

enough."

Avela:"yohokay.AndSmanga?"

Mamba:"sweetiepie?"

Avela:"I'msorryforyesterdayifyouthoughtIwas

judgingyou."

Mamba:"it'sokay."

Avela:"it'snotokay,itwaswrongofme."

Mamba:"it'sokayreally."

ShesmilesandthesmilemakesMambagocrazy.

Mamba:"soifImayask,whereareyourparents?"

Shesighs.

Avela:"Idon'tknowthem,iwasraisedbymy

grandmainthevillagessinceIhadlefttocome

furthermystudiesandIdid,ievengraduatedbutit's

hardtofindemployment,that'swhyI'mworkingin

thenightclub."



Mamba:"whatcoursedidyoustudy?"

Avela:"BusinessManagement,ievengotaDegree

but.."sheshrugged.

Mamba:"wowsoyou'dliketoopenyourbusiness?"

Avela:"yeahsomeday."

Mamba:"icanhelpyoustartyourbusiness,withthe

capital,registeringetc."

Avelalookedathimwithhermouthopenforming

an'o'.

*

*
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Avela:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Mamba:"imadeitclearthatIloveyouAvelaandI

woulddoanythingtomakeyouhappy."

Avela:"butwhataboutThembi?"

Mamba:"Avela,ilovedThembibutIloveyou,ialso

deservelovenomatterthethingsido."

Avela:"SmangaI'mscared"

Mamba:"scaredoflovingsomeonelikeme?"

Avela:"Smangayouareinvolvedindodgythings

andthelifeyouarelivingscaresthelivinglightsin

me."

Mamba:"sweetiepie,iwon'tgetyouinvolvedinmy

darklife,thaticanpromiseyou.Iwilldoanythingto

protectyou.I'vealreadystarteddraftingadivorce

betweenThembiandI."

Avela:"what?"

Mamba:"yes,idon'tneedanydistractionswhenI'm

withyou."



AvelasighsandlooksatMambawhoislookingat

her,Mambacomescloseandkissherlips.

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoobutatthesametime,iam

scared.Yourlifeisalwaysinthepaper."

Mamba:"I'llmakesuretheydon'treleaseyourname

withoutyourpermission."

Avela:"okay,whataboutThembi."

Mamba:"shewon'tdoanythingtoyoubaby."

Avela:"itrustyouthen."

Mambasmilesandplantsashortkissonher

lips,Mamba'sphonerings.

Mamba:"Luke."

Luke:"MenziandSpororoareinthehospital,they

werefighting."

Mamba:"damn!Shitisreal.(laughing)

Luke:"sowhat'sthenextplan?"

Mamba:"fornowjustrelax,what'sthebaby'sname?"



Luke:"Sihle."

Mamba:"whosebabyisit?"

Luke:"igotherfromtheorphanages."

Mamba:"eish,that'ssad."

Luke:"yeahheybutwegottatakeherbacktonight."

Mamba:"okay,you'llsendDangertocomeseeher."

Luke:"yizo."

ThecalldropsandMambalooksatAvela.

Mamba:"she'sSihle."

Avela:"wowokay,she'sbeautiful.Sowhereareher

parents?"

Mamba:"she'sanorphan"

Avela:"ohmy."

Mamba:"yeahit'ssad.LukewillsendDangerto

comefetchherlater."

AvelanodsandSihlecries.

Mamba:"canicarryher?"



AvelahandsthebabytoMambaandheshushes

herupandshekeepsquiet.

Avela:"yougoodwithher."

Mambasmiles.

*

*

Thembiisinherroompackingherbags,she's

leavingbecauseStixmadeapromisetoherthatby

theendofthedaybecauseMambawillknow

everything.Shetakesapenandpaperandwritesa

notetoMambawhilecrying.

Thembilooksatherringandslowlyremovesit.

Thembi:"whenMambafindsout,mymarriageis

over."

ShethenwritesanotededicatedtoAvela.Sheputs

thenotesonthetableandcloseshersuitcasesthen

goesout.Shetakeshercarkeysandopensthe

bootandputsherbagthere.Shelooksatthishuge

mansioninfrontofherandsighs,thinkingofallthe

goodmemoriesshesharedwithMamba.Shegets



inhercaranddrivesout.

Thembi:"wheretonow?"

Shethinksofgoingbackhomebutwhatwillpeople

say?Shedecidestogobacktothedustystreetsof

TembisasheleftyearsagowhenshemetMamba.

Everythingisstillthesame,nothinghaschanged,

sheapproacheshermother'shousewhois

wateringhergarden.Sheparkshercarand

everyoneislookingatthisbeautifulBMWX6,her

motherisshockedandshegetsout.

Neighbor1:"isn'tthatThembi?"

Neighbor2:"it'sherbutwhatisshedoinghere?"

Neighbor1:"maybeshecametovisit."

Neigbour3:"whereisthatgangstershemarried?".

TheyshruggedandThembiwalkedtohermom.

Thembi:"helloma"

HermotherlookedatherandThembicries.

Lindi:"comeheremybaby"

Theyhugandshecries.



Neighbor2:"fromsuburbstothetownshipsyeah

ne"

Theylaughandcontinuetalkingabouther.

*

*

AknockdisturbsAvelaandMambawhowere

kissingandSihleplayingonthefluffymat.

Avela:"I'llgetit."

Shegoestothedoorandopens,it'sthescarybuff

guywhodelieveredthebabythings.

Guy:"isMambain?"

Avela:"yes."

ShepushesAvelaasideandgetsin,Avelafollows

behindhim.

Avela:"hellothisismyhouseandyoudon'tgetto

pushmearoundinmyhouse!"

Guy:"whatareyougonnadoaboutit?"

HeturnsandlooksatAvela,Mambaisjustlooking



atthemlaughing.

Avelareturnsthestare,theyarelookingeachother

withtheirdeadlylooks.

Guy:"damn!Mambawheredidyougether?"

Mamba:"that'smywifewena"(laughing)

Guy:"she'satoughnut.NotlikeThembi."

Mamba:"Dangerareyouheretofetch

lengcosi?"(thischild)

Sohe'stheDanger?

Danger:"yeah."

Avela:"I'llgetherthingsready."

Shepacksherthingsandgivestheplasticto

DangerthencarriesSihle.

Avela:"imsogonnamissher."

ShekisseshercheekandhandsthebabytoDanger.

Mamba:"yousadright?"

Avelanods.

Mamba:"don'tworryyouwillseeheragain."



AvelanodsandkissesSihleagainandDanger

leaves.

Mamba:"you'llseeheragaindon'tworry."

Avelanods.

Avela:"areyouhungry."

Mamba:"I'mhungryforyourlips,ican'tgetenough

ofthem."

Hesayspullinghercloser.

*

*
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Thembi:"mamaiamsorry."

Shesayscrying.

Lindi:"let'sgetinside,peoplearelookingatus."

Thembinodsandtheygetin.

Lindi:"whathappened?"

Thembi:"hedoesn'tlovemeanymoremama."

Lindi:"whereisyourring?"

Thembi:"iremoved,mypastiscomingtohauntme.

Stixisgonnaspillthebeans."

Lindi:"whoisthisStix?"

Thembi:"someonewhohelpedmedoingsomething

thatwillmakeSmangakillme."

Lindi:"isittrue?What'swrittenonthepapersabout

yourhusband?Peopletalk."

Thembi:"yesit'strue."

Lindi:"yourhusbandisamonsterThembisile!All

theseyearsyoulivingwithananimal?Athug?"



Thembi:"ilovedhim."

Lindi:"youstilldo?"

Thembi:"yesbutheisinlovewithanotherlady!"

Lindi:"whoisthatlady?"

Thembi:"somegirlworkinginaNightClubin

Pretoria."

Lindi:"yoh"

Thembi:"heleftallthisbeautyfromthatgirl."

Lindi:"maybehelovedthenaturallookinher."

Thembi:"becauseshedoesn'tputweaves,shejust

dyesherhaironly."

Lindi:"that'swhyhelovedher."

Thembi:"andmyfriendsturnedonmemxm"

Lindi:"allwillbefinebaby."

Thembi:"whenmama?"

Lindi:"howshouldiknow?Youleftmeyearsago

sinceyoufoundarichmanandyouforgotallabout

mebutmntanami(mychild)ikeptprayingtoGodto



bringyouhome."

Thembi:"imsorrymama."

Lindi:"allisinthepast,doyouwork?"

Thembi:"iwasahousewife,hedideverythingfor

me."

Lindi:"yhohayi!"

Lindistandsupandgoestothekitchen,thehouse

hasn'tchangedabit.ItwasstilltheRDPsheleft

yearsago,thepaintwasevenpeelingoff,tileson

thefloorcrackedandsomeholesontheroof,she

wenttothekitchenanditbrokeherheart.Thekettle,

microwave,stoveandtoasterwererusted.she

openedthefridgeanditwasempty,ithadabottleof

waterandoniononly.

Thembi:"I'llbuygrocerieslater,istillhavesome

moneyinme."

Lindi:"okay"

*

*



Avela:"whenareyouleaving?"(laughing)

Mamba:"I'mnotleaving."

MambawasbusyticklingAvelaandAvelawasin

stitches.

Avela:"enough"(laughing)

Mamba:"callmebabyfirstandsayyoulove

me."(smiling)

Avela:"youwon'ttickleme?"

Mamba:"yes"

AvelasitsupstraightandlooksatMamba.

Avela:"Idon'tloveyou"

ShestandsuptorunbutMambatripsherandshe

fallsonthefloor.

Avela:"ouch!"

Mambagetsontopofhersqueezingherbodyto

thefloor.

Mamba:"youweresaying?"

Avela:"iloveyoubaby,nowgetoffme."



Mambalaughsandmovesaside.

Avela:"yohyouheavy,ialmostsuffocated"

Mambalaughsandtheystandup.

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Hesayskissingherpullingherclosetohisbody.

Mamba:"imaddictedtoyou."

Avelagigglesandhidesherfaceinhischest.

Mamba:"igottagosweetiepie,I'llcometomorrow."

Avela:"already?"

Mamba:"yes,youneedtorest.It'salmost20:00."

Avela:"okay."

TheykissgoodbyeandMambadrivestohishouse.

Heparksinthegarageandgetsinsidethehouse.

It'sawfullyquiet.Hejustgoestohisroomandfinds

notesonhisbed.Onewritten:"Dedicatedto

Smanga"andtheother:"DedicatedtoAvela"

Hereadstheoneforhim.

"DearSmanga



IamherebywritingthisletterapologizingforwhatI

didinthepast,there'ssomeguycalledStixplease

findhimandhewilltellyoueverythingyouneedto

know,idon'thavethegutstodoso.Pleasedon't

lookforme,idon'twannabefound.

Love:Thembi."

Thatsortofbrokehisheartbutontheotherside,he

wasrelievedshe'sgone.Hereadstheonewritten

forAvela:

"DearAvela

Iamwritingthisletteraskingforforgiveness,I'm

sorryforthethingsididtoyou.Smangahasbeen

happyeversinceyoucameintoourlives,iwas

jealousbecauseyoumanagedtomakehimsmile

somethingihadfailedtodolately.Pleasepromise

onething,thatyouwon'tleavehimbecauseheloves

you,morethanhelovedme.Don'tblameyourself

formyleaving.It'snotyourfault.Bestrongbecause

it'sgonnabealongjourney.Pleasefinditinyour

hearttoforgiveme.

Love:Thembi"



Mamba:"yoh."

Heputsthenotesonthebedandtakesashower.

HewearshistrackpantsandvestwithAdidas

slides.Hetakesthenotesandgoesdownstairs

findinghisfriends.

Senzo:"eversincethatgirlcameintoourlivesyou

arescarce."

Mambo:"hernameisAvelaandshe'smywoman."

Savelo:"whataboutMaThembis?"

Mamba:"ithinkshemovedoutandwedivorcing."

HegavethemthelettersandIgotothekitchen,he

takesacanofbeerandgoestosit.

Senzo:"damn!"

Thabani:"soyoudivorcingherbecauseofAvela?"

Mamba:"evenbeforeAvelacameintothepicture,

ourmarriagewaslongover,wewereputtingupa

performancefortheMedia."

Thabani:"youloveAvela?"

Mamba:"yeahman,thatgirlmakesmeweaktomy



kneesman,todayshewasstaringatDangerrightin

theeye."

Tebogo:"arewetalkingaboutthesameDangerwith

thescareinhischeek?"

Mamba:"thatDanger."

Thabani:"damnshe'sbrave,iamevenscaredtolook

athimintheeye."

Theylaughandaknockdisturbsthemandthey

shoutcomein.

Stixgetsinaccompaniedbyabodyguard.

Mamba:"dankieT"

Thebodyguardnodsandleaves.

Mamba:"howcanwehelp?"

Stix:"mynameisStixandIgotinformationabout

whatThembidid."

*

*
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Mamba:"whatdidshedo?"

Stix:"canisitfirstbozza?"

Mamba:"sure."

Hesitsandlooksatus.

Mamba:"relaxwedon'tbite."

Stix:"iheardnotsogoodstoriesaboutyouguys."

Thabani:"peoplelikeexaggerating."

Stix:"okay,bozzaafewdaysagoIwasthreatening

Thembi."

Mamba:"what?Why?"



Stix:"becauseiwasbrokeandIwaskeepingher

secrets."

Mamba:"secrets?"

Stix:"yes."

Tebogo:"beforeyoucontinue,agrownassminelike

youthreateningawomanformoney?Youhaveno

shame."

Mamba:"youactuallyadisgrace."

Stix:"shewasfilthyrich!"

Mamba:"it'snothermoney."

Stix:"canicontinue?"

Mamba:"welistening."

Stix:"doyouknowNthabi?"

Mamba:"whosethat?"

Stix:"yoursidechick,theonewhowasoneinfirst

year."

Mamba:"thatkid,whatabouther?"

Stix:"andyourememberNaledi?"



Sabelo:"yourothersidechickwhowasanurse?"

Mamba:"ohyeahtheonewhodisappearedfromthe

faceoftheEarth?"

Stix:"yeah,Nthabiwaspregnantwithyourchildand

Thembigavehermoneyforadoption,whenNthabi

wantedtotellyouthetruth,Thembistabbedher3

timesinthestomachandshelostherbabyandher

life."

Mamba:"whatthefuck?!Ididn'tknowThembiwas

thiscruel."

Stix:"that'snotall."

Theylookedathimgivinghimthe"continue"look.

Stix:"asforNaledi,shehada2monthyearoldbaby.

ShecameheretotellyoubutfoundThembi.

ThembigavehermoneytorunawaybutNaledi

didn'twantto,shewantedtotellyouthetruth,

Thembihitherwithafryingpanandsheblacked

out,Thembilockedalldoorsandsomehowthe

camerasinthishouseweren'tworkingthatday,she

tooksurgicalknivesandcutthebabythentookher

insidepartsandsoldthemtotheColombians,thatis



howshemanagedtobuyherselftheX6claiming

shewassavingherselfmoney,theremainingparts

sheburiedthemthebackyard.Rememberfinding

heralldirtyandaskedwhatshewasdoing?

(Mambanods)shewasburyingthosepartsand

Nalediisalsoburiedthere."

Mamba:"mychildisburiedinmybackyardalong

withthemother?"

Stixnods.

Mamba:"Thembiisevil,iknowimevilbutnottokilla

baby!"

TheyallkeptquietandwithMambaquiet,itwasnot

good.Thembiwillseriouslypay.

Mamba:"ineedair."

Senzo:"whereareyougoing?"

Mamba:"out."

Hetakeshiscarkeysandlettersthendrivesto

Avela'shouse.

Heopenswithhissparekeysandthelightsare

off,she'ssleeping.Heclosesthedoorandsitsdown,



hecallsAvela.

Avela:"mmh?"(shesaysinasleepyvoice)

Mamba:"pleasecometothelounge."

HedropsthecallandAvelastandsup.

Avela:"yohthistime?"

Shechecksthetimeandit23:36.Shegoestothe

bathroomandbrushesherteethandwashesher

facethenwearshergownandslippers.Shegoesto

theloungeandthelightsareoffsosheswitches

themonfindingMambasittingandbythelook,he

wasangry.

Avela:"areyouokay?"

Mamba:"pleasecomehere."

Avelaslowlywalkstohim,Mambamakeshersiton

topofhimwithlegsonhissides.Hishandsonhis

waistandAvelaholdshischin.

Avela:"areyouokay?"

Mamba:"here"

Hetakesthelettersandgivesher,shereadsthem



andshe'sshocked.

Avela:"yoh"

Mamba:"andifoundoutthatshekilledmykids."

Avela:"youhadkids?"

Mamba:"ididn'tmeetthembecauseshedeprived

methatopportunityofbeingafather,hekilledthe

motherandkidthentheother,shesoldherinsides

totheColombiansthenboughtacar,sheburied

theminmybackyard!"

Avela:"that'ssocruelman!"

Mamba:"she..she-."

Avela:"sssh!"

Sheputsherfingeronherlipsandshetightlyhugs

him,hisheadonhisbreastsandshewasbrushing

hisback.

Avela:"I'msosorry."

*

*
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Avela:"I'msosorry."

Mamba:"it'snotyourfault."

Avela:"ihateseeingyoulikethis."

ShesayslookingathimandMambasmiles.

Mamba:"ididn'tknowthatyoucaredaboutme."

Avela:"icareaboutyou,alot."

Mamba:"I'msorryforwakingyouup."

Avela:"youcanwakemeanytimeifIgettositlike

this."



Mamba:"youarecrazy."(laughing)

Avela:"areyouspendingthenight?"

Mamba:"doyouwantmeto?"

Avela:"please,it'slatefordriving."

Mamba:"areyousureyouaregonnabecomfortable

withmesleepingnexttoyou?"

Avela:"yes,wearenotgoingtodoanything."

Mamba:"wearegoingtokissandcuddle,ihopeyou

arecomfortablewiththat."

Avela:"idon'tmind,let'sgo."

WegotothebathroomandAvelagetsin

bed,Mambaundressesandremainswithhisboxers

andgetsnexttoher.

Avela:"thisfeelssoweird."

Mamba:"what'sweird?"

Avela:"sleepingnexttoaman"

Mamba:"youneverdoneit?"

Avela:"no."



Mamba:"iguessimspecialthen."

Avela:"hayisuka."

Sheslapshischestandtheylaugh.

Mamba:"comehere."

Heholdsherfacepullinghertohimandthey

kiss,AvelaislaidonthebedandMambaopensher

legsandgetsinbetweenthem,heliftsherlegand

shewrapsitaroundhiswaist,shehasherarms

aroundhisneck.Hetakestheotherleganddoes

thesame.Hisarmabovehisheadandtheotheron

herthigh,hispenisiserectedandAvelaisfeelingit

ontopofhervaginaandtheyaresocaughtupin

themoment,Mambaistemptedtoundressherbut

managestocontrolhimself.Theyarebreathing

heavyandAvelaismovingherfingersupanddown

Mamba'sbareback,aftersometime,theystopand

AvelaispantingheavilyandMambaiscatchinghis

breath.

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."



Mambagetsoffherandthepicksuptheduvetand

coversthem,AvelawithherheadonMamba'sbuff

barechest.

*

-TheFollowingDay.

.

Thembiwakesupwithherbackaching,it'sbeen

longsinceshesleptonasponge,shefoldsthe

spongeandblanketsandgoestothebathroom,she

brushesherteethandwashesherface,shegoesto

thekitchenandhermotherismakingsoftporridge.

Thembi:"goodmorning."

Lindi:"morning,porridgewillbereadyin10

minutes."

Thembi:"whenwasthelasttimeihadporridgeas

breakfast?"

Lindi:"thedaybeforeyoudecidedtorunwiththat

gangsterboyfriendofyours."

Thembikeepsquiet.



Lindi:"takebasinsinthebathroomthengotomy

roomandtakemylaundryandgetstarted."

Thembilooksathermomandherlongnails.

Lindi:"youthinkicareaboutthosenailsofyours?I

don'tmychildnowdowhatIaskedyouto."

Thembistandsupanddoeswhathermothertells

her.

Thembi:"nowashingmachine?"

Lindi:"didyoubuyit?"

Thembilooksdownandgoesouttothestoepand

washestheclothes.

Voice:"hehe!"

Shelooksandit'stheneighbours.

Neighbor2:"yeahMaTee!"

Thembi:"youare?"

Neighbor1:"beingmarriedtoathugmadeherforget

us."

Theylaughthenclaphands,shelooksatthem.Oh



herhighschoolbestfriends.

Lerato:"whyareyouback?"

Thembi:"doineedareasontocomebackhome?"

Thina:"thehomeyouleftyearsagowhenyoumet

Smanga?Youdidn'tevenlookback."

Lerato:"rememberwhenweaskedherformoney?"

Thina:"shewaslike,igotbetterthingstodothan

giveyoumyhardearnedmoney."

Lerato:"herhusbandsmoney."

Thina:"bloodmoney."

Lerato:"whereyouinvolvedinhiscriminal

activities?"

Thembi:"no"

Lerato:"ayweneverknow,doesheknowyouare

here?"

Thembi:"no"

Thina:"eehyouguysaredivorced?That'swhyyou

areback?"



Thembi:"yeah"

Lerato:"shame,yinididhecheatonyou?"

Thembi:"hefoundsomeonewhomadehimhappy."

Thina:"eehstinakebosso!"

Theylaughandleaveher,shewashestheclothes

andmakesamentalnotetodogrocery.

*

*

Nomsa:"guyshasanyonehadfromThembi?"

Mihle:"ilastheardfromherthedayshewasasking

formoney."

Sphesihle:"wellminaidon'tcare,imhavingabreak

withoutherhavingtocomplainaboutthatgirland

Mamba."

Nomsa:"heeechomi!Newsflash,Mambaisdating

thatgirlAvela."

Mihle:"what?Really?"

Nomsa:"hellyeah!IheardThabanispeakingto



Mambaaboutherandit'sofficial."

Mpumi:"buttobehonest,Avelaisbeautifulguys."

Nomsa:"forrealandhernaturallook.Nowonder

Mambafellforher,sheisbeautiful."

Siphesihle:"Thembimustbedepressed,agirlwith

nomakeupandweavessnatchingyourmanjust

likethat?"

Theylaughandordersomechampagne.

Mihle:"wegaveThembifalsehopethatshewon't

takehermanandshedidjustlikethat!"

Theylaughagain.

Nomsa:"Mambashouldformallyintroduceherto

us."

Siphesihle:"yeah"

*

*

Spororo:"damnMambaputmeinatightpostion."

Menzi:"servesyourightforfuckingmymom"



Spororo:"iain'tgottimeforyou."

Heleaveshimthereandgoestohishouse,finding

Avela'sgrannycleaning.

Spororo:"heygogo."

Gogo:"hellomychild."

Spororo:"takeabreak."

Gogo:"really?"

Spororo:"yes"

GogowasshockedbecauseSpororoalwaysmade

suresheworkslikeaslave.

Spororo:"howwouldyoufeelifyouweretosee

Avela?"

Gogo:"GodwouldhaveansweredmyprayersandI

willdieahappywoman."

Spororo:"really?"

Gogo:"yes,eversinceshesaidshewasgoingto

UniversityofPretoriatofurtherherstudiesihaven't

seenhereandyouboughtmehere."



ThatbreaksSpororo'sheartsohejustnods.

Spororo:"I'llbeinmyroom."

Hegoestohisroomandmakesacall.

Spororo:"releasethehobocouplefromthestorage

roomandcleanthemup,don'tfeedthemdrugs."

Hedropsthecallandlooksathistwinbrothers

picture.

Spororo:"I'msorryforfailingyoumytwin."

*

MeanwhileMenziisdrivinghomefromthehospital

sincehimandSpororodecidedtofightheis

thinkingabouthismotherandSpororo.

Hereachesishouseandhismotherismaking

somefood.

Nombuso:"areyouokay?"

Menzi:"don'tactlikeyoucare."

Nombuso:"ido,I'myourmother."

Menzi:"mymother?Mymotherwouldn'tdowhat



youdid,sleepingwithsomeoneisisasoldasher

son?"

Nombuso:"ididn'tmeanto."

Menzi:"whatelsewasgoingon?"

Nombuso:"besidesmepregnant,nothing."

Menzi:"youareevenpregnant?SoveleSpororois

practicallymystepfather?"

Nombuso:"guessso."

Menzi:"wow,justwowmama."

*

*

Mambaisinthekitchenmakingbreakfastforthe

womanheloveswhileAvelaisstillsleeping.His

phonerings.

Mamba:"exe"

Thabani:"uva?"(whereareyou)

Mamba:"icantakecareofmyself."

Thabani:"iknowbutwhatyoufoundoutyesterday



mightsendyouonakillingspree."

Mamba:"chilliwon'tdoanything."

Thabani:"andtoThembi?"

Mamba:"ihavetofindhersoIcanserveherdivorce

her."

Thabani:"andwhatStixsaid?"

Mamba:"idon'tknowman,idon'tknow.Lookihave

togo."

Hedropsthecallandcontineswithbreakfastand

putseverythinginaplateandpourscoffeeandputs

inatraythenwakesAvela.

Mamba:"wakeupbaby."

Avela:"mmhisitmorningalready?"

Mamba:"yessweetiepie,nowgiveyourmanakiss."

Avela:"noihaven'tbrushedmyteeth,didyoubrush

yourteeth?"

Mamba:"igotnoteethbrushheresoiuseda

mouthwash,ishouldhavemybathingtowelsand

teethbrushhere."



Avela:"that'sagoodidea."

Mamba:"imadebreakfastforyou."

Avela:"breakfastinbed?Noonehaseverdonethat

forme,thankyou.Lemmequicklygobrushmy

teeth."

ShequicklygoestothebathroomleavingMamba

laughing.Shebrushesherfaceandwashesher

facethengoestothebedroomandsitsnextto

Mamba.

Avela:"canihavemybreakfastnow?"

Mambachucklesandgivesher.

Avela:"thankyousomuchforthis."

Mamba:"anythingforyousweetiepie."

Theyfeedeachothertillthefoodisfinished,Avela

isnowdrinkinghercoffee.

Avela:"youknowtheinternetmakesyououtasa

badperson,youactuallysweet."

Mamba:"really?"

Avela:"yesorisitanact?Allthis?"



Mamba:"noididthisoutofthegoodnessofmy

heartandmyloveforyou."

Avela:"youhaveaheartkanti?"shesaysinasassy

tonesippinghercoffee.

Mamba:"yeshawuido,whatdoyouthinkI'mloving

youwith?"

Avela:"yourbrainmaybe?"

Mamba:"welliloveyoumind,body,heartandsoul.

Youmakemyworldsobeautiful."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo"

Theykiss.

*

*
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Mamba:"mylove,igottogobutI'llbebacklaterand

I'mbringingasurpriseforyou."

Avela:"whatsurprise?"

Mamba:"you'llfindoutlater."

Avela:"ican'twaitthen."

Mambatakeshiscarkeysthenkisseshiswoman

goodbye.

Avela:"I'minlove!"

Shesaysthrowingherselfonthecouchandshe

giggles.

AsMambawasdrivingtoDubeAttorneys,his

phonerings.

Mamba:"yeah."

Zorro:"wellgoodnews,Spororoissendingpeopleto

fixAvela'sparents."



Mamba:"gladhelistenednowiwantyoufind

Thembi."

Zorro:"awebozza"

HedropsthecallandreachestheDube

Attorneys,heasksforhislawyerandluckilyheis

availablesohesitswithhimintheoffice.

Lucky:"Mambamyman,howcanihelpyou?"

Mamba:"howfarareyouwiththedivorcepapers?"

Lucky:"howareyougonnasharethethings?"

Mamba:"shekeepshercars,beachhouseinCape

Townandthecoffeeshop.I'malsogonnagiveher

R800000forhertostartherlife,aslongasshe

staysawayfrommeandIwanttothosepapers

servedtoherbeforetheendofbusinessday

tomorrow."

Mambastandsandshakeshandswithhislawyer

thenleaves.

Hedrivestotheorphanageandmeetswith

Ma'Nkunatheowner.

Mamba:"goodafternoonmama."



Ma'Nkuna:"Smanga,longtime."

Mamba:"I'vebeenbusy,mamaineedafavor"

Ma'Nkuna:"imlistening."

Mamba:"mywomanmissesSihleandshe'dliketo

seeher."

Ma'Nkuna:"yourwomanThembi?"

Mamba:"no,ThembiandIaredivorcedbesides

Thembinevergotalongwithbabiesbutthisone

mama,sheadoresSihle."

Ma'Nkuna:"sheseemslikeagoodlady."

Mamba:"sheis."

Ma'Nkuna:"you'llgetSihleononecondition."

Mamba:"anything,younameit."

Ma'Nkuna:"theorphansneedfoods,clothesandtoys

soIwaswonderingifyoucan..youknowhelpus

out."

Mamba:"okay,writedowneverythingyouneedand

evenifyouneedtobuildanotherroomorstoveor

fridge,don'thesitatetotellme."



Ma'Nkuna:"youaregodsent.I'llsendthelist."

Smangasmilesandleaves,Ma'Nkunatakesouta

penandpaperwritingeverythingtheyneed.

*

*

Thembiiswashingthedishes,thinkingabouthow

herlifedrasticallytookadifferentturn.Shefinishes

thencleansthehouse.Aftershe'sdonewith

everythingandgoestotakeabath.Shegets

dressedinNiketracksuitandsneakers.Herweave

isstillgoodlookingsoshejustbrushesit.Shedoes

hermakeupandtakesherpurseandkeys.

Thembi:"I'mgoingtodoshopping."

Lindi:"bebackearlysoyoucancook"

Thembinodsandgoestohercar,itstillhaspetrol

soshedrivestoMidrand.ShegetsinGameand

buysfoodandshehasaboutR4000inhercard.

Shebuysallthenecessarythingsthenpays,she's

leftwithR450.ShebuyspetrolforR100thengoes

home.



Lindi:"wowatleastyoucandosomethingaround."

Thembidoesn'tmindherandputseverythingin

necessaryplaces.

Thembi:"ihavetostartlookforajob."

Lindi:"youshouldhavedonethatyearsagobefore

youdecidedonbeingahousewife."

Thembisighsandmakesspaghettiandmincefor

dinner.

Lindi:"atleastyouhaven'tforgottentocookphelain

thesuburbsyouhavemaids."

Thembirollshereyesandcontinueswithwhat

she'sdoing.

*

*

AsAvelaiscleaningupherflat,herphonebeeps

andit'satextfromMenzi:"I'msorryforeverything,

mymominfluencedmeandIlistened.Imsorryand

tellMambaisaidthanksabouteverythingand

againIamsorry."



Avela:"andwhatdidMambado?"

Sheshakesherheadthengetsanothermessage

fromthemanagerinformingherthatshecango

backtowork.Shejumpsupanddownexcitedthen

rushestothebathroomandbaths.Shegets

dressedinablackjumpsuitandgladiatorsandals.

Shecombsherhairandremovesthenosering.Her

phoneringsandit'sAzania.

Avela:"mydarling,areyouokay?"

Azania:"imfineandyou?"

Avela:"imgoodsohowarethingsintheEastern

Cape?"

Azania:"verybad,iamcomingbacktomorrow."

Avela:"sosoon?"

Azania:"whydoesitseemlikeyouarenotexcited?"

Avela:"iam"

Azania:"mmh,ihopeyouendedyoursocalled

friendshipwithMamba."

Avela:"noididn't."



Azania:"what?Why?"

Avela:"heisnotthatbadaspeoplesay,he'ssweet."

Azania:"sweet?TheeMightyMambasweet?He

reallyplayedyou."

Avela:"whydoyouhatehim?"

Azania:"hefeedstheyouthdrugs,heisintohuman

trafficking,doyouwantmetocontinue?"

Avela:"no,iheardenough"

Azania:"stayawayfromhim."

ShedropsthecallandAvelashakeshishead,her

phonebeeps:"Imonmyway"-it'sMamba.She

smiles.

Aknockdisturbsherandshegoestoopenandit's

Zizipho.

Avela:"howcanihelp?"

Zizipho:"I'msorryformybehaviorthelasttimei

washere."

Avela:"iforgiveyou."



Zizipho:"thankyou,bye."

SheleavesandAvelaclosesthedoorconfused.

Avela:"what'swithpeopleandapologiestoday?"

Shegoestositdownwatchingtvandthere's

anotherknock.Shegoestoopenandmetwitha

babypramwithSihleinside,shehadanote,itread

:"thisisyoursurprisebaby"

MambaappearsashewashidingandAvelajumps

tohim.

Avela:"thankyou,ilovethesurprise."

Mamba:"it'smypleasure."

ShegetsdownandgoestoSihle.

Avela:"ohmyGod,imissedyou."shekissesher

cheekandholdsherandputsheronherchest.

Avela:"thankyouagainSmanga."

Mamba:"anythingforyousweetiepie."(smiles)

*

*
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Asiamdishingupforus,there'saknockand

Thembigoestoopen.

Person:"soit'strue?Where'sMa'Lindi?"

Thembi:"inthelounge,comein."

ThepersongetsinandrushestoLindi.

Person:"Mkhozi!"(myfriend)

Lindi:"yeboMkhozi."

Mkhozi:"imrightintime."

Lindi:"ThembipleasedishupforMa'Zet."



Thembiagreesthengoestodishupforherthen

servesher.

Ma'Zet:"yourlonglostdaughterisbackhomeand

youdon'ttellme?Fakefriendwena."

Lindi:"iwasstillgonnatellyoumyfriend,after

eatingiwasgonnacometoyou"

Ma'Zet:"ngempela?"(really)

Lindi:"yes'

Ma'Zet:"mmhsowhereisthehusband?"

Lindi:"foundagirlfriendwhomakeshimhappy."

Ma'Zet:"soThembiwasnotmakinghimhappy?"

Lindi:"seemslikeit."

Ma'Zet:"isthegirlyoungerthanThembi?"

Lindi:"ithinkso."

Ma'Zet:"heeeeidon'tblameSmangaphela2000s

gotenergy,maybeshewasdoingallthosestylesin

bedandThembiwaslayingtherelikeadead

chicken."



TheylaughsoloudthatThembiisirritatedandshe

putsonearphones.

Lindi:"I'mseriousPhelathoseonesknowevery

styleinsex,wenadogstyle,missionary,

69,wheelbarrow,womanontopheyyounameit!"

Theylaughagainandhighfive.

Lindi:"wheredidyouhearthem?"

Ma'Zet:"ihearmykidstalkingaboutthemandItry

todisciplinethembuttheydon'tmindme."

Lindo:"shame."

*

*

Avela:"imissedyounana"

ShesaysplayingwithSihle'scheek,Mambalooking

atthemandsmiles.

Mamba:"iloveseeingyouhappy"

Avela:"allthankstoyou."

Shekissedhischeek.



Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"sweetiepie?"

Avela:"whatdosaytohim?Menzi?"

Mamba:"nothingwhy?"

Avelashowshimthetextandtellshimabout

Zizipho.

Mamba:"it'snotabadthingmos"

Avela:"ihopeyoudidn'tthreatenthem."

Mamba:"no,justopenedtheireyes."

Avela:"about?"

Mamba:"don'tworryaboutit."

Avela:"where'sThembi?"

Mamaba:"idon'tknow,canwenottalkabouther?"

Avela:"noproblem."

Mamba:"thankyou"

Mamba'sphonebeepsandhechecksit.

Mamba:"babywehavetogo."



Avela:"youandSihle?"shelooksabitsad.

Mamba:"allthreeofus.Theorphanageneedsthese

things."

HesaidshowingAvelathetext.

Mamba:"solet'sgodosomeshopping."

TheygetoutoftheapartmentandgetinMamba's

car,MambadrivestoMenylnParkShoppingcenter.

MambagivesAvelahiscardandphone.

Mamba:"you'llbuythosethingswhileIcarrySihle."

Avela:"okay"

Avelagrabsatrolleyandtheymaketheirwayinto

theshops,peopletakingthempictures.

Avela:"isyourlifealwayslikethis?"

Mamba:"like?"

Avela:"wheveryougo,peopletakepictures."

Mamba:(laughs)"idon'tmindbecausethose

pictureswon'tbeposted."

Avela:"howdoyouknow?"



Mamba:"inordertopostthepictures,theyhaveto

findajournalistandthejournalisthastoget

permissionwhethertheypostitornot."

Avela:"yoh"

Theybuyeverythingthatiswrittenanditcosts

morethanR3000,theydomoreshoppingandleave.

Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"sweetiepie?"

Avela:"what'sthereasonbehindthehuman

trafficking?"

Mamba:"caniansweryouwhenweathome?"

Avelanodsandcan'twaittohearwhatMambahas

toTellher.

*

*
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AvelaandMambatakethethingstotheorphanage

andtheyleaveSihle.Theysaytheirgoodbyesand

gotoAvela'sflat,she'ssoanxious.

Mamba:"yourhandsareshakingmylove,areyou

okay?"

Avela:"whatI'mabouttohearscaresme."

Mambatightlyholdsherhandslookingathereyes.

Mamba:"promiseyouwon'tleavemeafteritellyou

everything?"

Avela:"itwilldepend."

Mamba:"dependonwhat?"

Avela:"ifit'sreallybadornot."

Mamba:"it'smorethanworse."



Avela:"haaaa!"

Mamba:"soimguessingyouwillleaveme?"

Avela:"pleasetalk."

Mamba:"idon'tthinkyouwillbeabletohandleit."

Avela:"areyougoingtotalkorwhat?"

Mamba:"don'tusethattonewithme."

Avela:"imsorry."

Mamba:"thisishardyerr!"

Avelafoldsherarmslookingather.

Mamba:"istartedthishumantraffickingwhenIwas

19andIwasinlovewiththisgirl,imetherbefore

Thembi.Wedatedthenshebetrayedme,sheslept

withmybestfriendandgotpregnant.Shepinned

thepregnancyonme,itookcareofherwhileshe

waspregnant.Thegirlgavebirthtoacolored,my

bestfriendwaswhite.Sheapologizedandone

nightimetTeasers,thebiggestandfeared

ganglord,hewasintohumantraffickingandowned

acoupleofprostitutionring,istolethebabyand

soldittohimforamillion,herecruitedmeandI



startedworkingforhim.ThenIwouldstealbabies

andsellthemtohim.IthensoldcocaineandIgot

tiredofworkingforTeasersbecausehewasaslave

driverandIpoisonedhim.ImetThabaniandthe

othersandrecruited.4yearslaterwedecidedto

stopstealingbabies,wewouldstealthemfromthe

hospitalaftertheywerebornthenfeedtheir

mother'sdrugs.Westoppedthenstolegirlswhoare

16andabove,theyselldrugsinothercountriesand

someofthemarestrippers."

Avela:"suchcrueltySmanga!Whatiftheycome

afteryourfamily?"

Mamba:"Teasersmenkilledallmyfamilymembers,

allofthem,bothmotherandfatherside.I'mtheonly

Nkosileftfrommyfamily."

AvelahadtearsandMambawasjust....Mamba.

Mamba:"ivowedthatwhoevertriestomesswith

me,iwillpersonallykillthemandIdid,noonedares

tomesswithmebecausetheywon'tlivetotellthe

tale.Aftermyfamilywaskilled,

Thabani,Senzo,SabeloandTebogobecamemy



family.Iwoulddoanythingforthoseguysasmuch

asIwoulddoanythingforyou.IthenmetThembi,i

wouldn'tsayitwasloveatfirstsightbecauseit

wasn't.Shewasoneofmyfuckbuddieswho

happenedtofallformeandIdidn'twannabursther

bubblesowedated.Thenextthing,she'splanning

ourweddingand2monthslaterwearemarried,i

wasnoteveninvolvedintheplanningofthe

wedding,iwasjustpaying.Theprostitionringwas

startedbyTeasersandItookover,it'sinmyname.

WetrieddestroyingitbutTeaserspeoplewantedit

andtheypaidtoomuch,weareswimminginmoney

becauseofit.IkillwithnomercyandIdon'tregret

it."

Avela:"ineedfreshair."

ShegoesoutleavingMambadeepinthoughts.

Mamba:"ihopeshedoesn'tleaveme,ilovehertoo

much.Ijustcan'tbewithouther."

*

*

Ma'Zet:"heeeMkhozi,igotanewman."



Lindi:"everyweekyouhaveanewmansowhat's

differentabouthim?"

Ma'Zet:"thisoneMkhoziismyprincecharming,by

justthinkingabouthimijustmeltlikeicecream."

Shesaysslidingfromthecouchtothefloorand

theylaughsoloudandThembigetsin.

Thembi:"what'ssofunny?"

Ma'Zet:"whyareyousosour?"

Thembi:"youguysaremakingnoise."

Ma'Zet:"nowonderyourmanleftyou,youalways

sulking.Maybeinbedyouwerecoldandthegirl

wasgivinghimsteamysexleft,rightandcentrein

allangles."

Lindi:"hayiMakhi"

TheylaughagainandThembiisstarringatthem.

Ma'Zet:"imsurethatgirlwasgivinghimsexon

floor,couch,kitchen,bathroom,shower,toiletseat,on

thewall,nexttotrees,parkinglotwenayouwere

givinghimonthebedonly.Maybehewasgoingto

herplacefindinghernakedandready,withyouhe



hadtoremoveyourcoat,jersey,

poloneck,jeans,leggings,tight,heelsandfinallyhe

hadtoremoveyourpantyandbra.Heyngithiyou

werealotofwork!"

Theywereinstitchesthattearswerecomingoutof

theireyes.

Ma'Zet:"let'ssayhewasturnedon,wenayouon

some"nottoday"hewouldgotothegirlandshe

wasalwaysreadyandenergeticmanjewenahayi

mxmnowonderheleftyou.Maybeyoucan'teven

moanwhoknows?Andmakemesometea,I'm

thirsty.2sugarsbythewaywithnomilk."

Thembigoestothekitchenembarrassedand

makestea.

Lindi:"Mkhozithatwasn'tnecessary."(laughing)

Ma'Zet:"truthhurtswenamyfriend.Backtoour

topic,myprincecharming."

ShesaidlickingherlipsandLindiisinstitches.

*

*



Avela:"ican'tbelieveMambaissoheartless,imean

iheardstoriesabouthimbutnowhejustconfirmed

them.Whatdoidonow?YesIlovehimbutwhathe

saidyohhayi."

Avelawasoutsidetalkingalone,shedecidestogo

backinsideandMambaisinhisownworld.

Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avelanods,she'sevenscaredtositnexttohim.

Mamba:"youfearmeright?"

Avelaslowlynodsandplayswithherfingers.

Mamba:"iwon'tdoanythingtoyou,trustme."

Avelaslowlywalksuptohimandsits.

Mamba:"talktome."

Avela:"Smanga,imscaredokay?I'mscared,what

youjusttoldmewillprobablygivemesleepless

nights."

Mamba:"iknowandIamsorry,ihopeyouarenot

breakingupwithme?"



Avela:"tobehonest,iloveyouSmanga.But-.."

Mamba:"butwhat?"

Avela:"asyouknow,iwanttoopenmybusinessne

andit'sabouthelpingtheyouthtobeindependent,

givingthemjobsbutpeoplewillsayI'mrecruiting

theirchildrensothatyouwillbeabletostealthem."

Mambakeepsquietandlooksather.

Avela:"helpingtheyouthwaswhatIwantedto

do,hopingsomedayIwouldbesuccessful,ownmy

dreamhouse,carbutnowIaminlovewithyou,i

don'tknowwhattodo.Chooseyouormydream."

Mamba:"chooseboth."

Avela:"howdoidothat?I'minarelationshipwith

youandpeoplewillsayyouareinvolved,yesyou

willbeinvolvedbecauseyouofferedtohelpstart

mybusiness."

Mamba:"theydon'thavetoknow."

Avela:"thingshaveawayofcomingout."

Mamba:"soiguessit'soverforus?"



Avela:"n-.."

Mamba:"I'llhelpyoustartyourbusinessbutalways

rememberthatIwillalwaysloveyou."

Hesaystakinghiscarkeysandleaves.

*

*
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Avelasitsdownandshe'shurt,shewantstocrybut

tearswon'tcomeout.ShedecidestocallMamba

anditringsunanswered.

Mambalooksathisringingphoneandit'sAvela,he



doesn'thavethecouragetoanswer.

Mamba:"fuckiregretsayingallthat!"

Hewantstogobackandapologizesbutdecidesto

lethercooloff.

Mamba:"iloveher,Godknowshowmuchiloveher."

Hisphoneringsandit'sZorro.

Mamba:"myman"

Zorro:"ifoundher."

Mamba:"and?"

Zorro:"she'sathermother'shouse,Tembisa."

Mamba:"thanks"

HedropsthecallanddrivestoTembisatosee

Thembi.It'salongdrive.After2or3hourshe's

there.HecallsThembiandThembiisnervousto

answer.

Thembi:"h..hello."

Mamba:"I'moutside,imgivingyou1minute."

HedropsthecallandThembiiswonderinghowhe



foundher.

Thembi:"hewouldhavefoundmeanywayhe'sa

gangsterforgoodnesssake."

Shefixesherselfandgoesout,hespotshisRed

RangeRoverEvoqueandwalksuptoit.Shegetsin.

Thembi:"hello"

Mamba:"why?"

Thembi:"Mam-..."

Mamba:"justanswerme."

Thembi:"becauseiloveyou,ididitoutoflove.I

didn'twanttoloseyouSmanga."

Mamba:"weweregonnaraisethechildrentogether."

Thembi:"theyweregonnabesoprecioustoyouand

youweregonnaforgetaboutme."

Mamba:"youdisgustmeyazi"

Thembi:"youalsonotasaint."

Mamba:"iknowthatbutidon'tburytheminmy

backyard."



Thembi:"I'msorry"

Mamba:"pleasegetoutofmycar."

Thembi:"there'ssomethingelseyouneedtoknow."

Mamba:"yeah?"

Thembi:"afterwegotmarried,igotpregnantand

abortedthebaby.Iwasnotreadytobeamother.I

thenfoundoutican'thavekidssincetheabortion

wasdonetheillegalway.Idecidedtohavemy

tubestied."

Mamba:"3ofmybabiesyouhavekilledThembisile!"

Thembi:"iwasnotready!"

Mamba:"iwasgonnabethereforyou!"

Thembi:"iregretit."

Mamba:"getoutandexpectdivorcepaperslater

today."

Thembi:"soit'sreallyover?Wecanmakeitwork."

Thembi:"inolongerwanttoseeyounx!"

Thembigetsoffwithatailbetweenherlegsand



neighborsarewatchingherasshe'scrying.Mamba

speedsoff,heisboilinginanger.

*

AftersomehourshefindshimselfinAvela's

apartment.HegetsinfindingAvelaeatingice

cream.Avelastandsupandrunstohimandhugfor

dearlife.

Avela:"thankGodyouareokay,ithoughtsomething

hadhappenedtoyou.Whyweren'tyouanswering

mycalls?"

Mamba:"ihadnocouragetodoso."

Avela:"areyouokay?"

MambasitsandAvelafetchesaspoon.

Avela:"icecream?"

MambanodsandAvelagiveshimaspoonthensits

nexttohimandtheyeaticecreaminsilence.

Mambabreaksthesilence.

Mamba:"ifoundoutthatThembiwaspregnantand

abortedthebabyclaimingshewasnotreadytobe



amother."

Avelalooksathimthencontinueseatingtheice

cream.

Mamba:"aren'tyougonnasaysomething?"

Avela:"doyouseriouslywantmyopinion?"

Mamba:"please"

Avela:"everwonderedwhyyourbabiespassaway

beforeyouseeingthem?"

Mamba:"whatdoyoumean?"

Avela:"thoseinnocentsoulsyouaredestroyingall

formoney,theirtearsmaybethereason."

Mamba:"soit'smyfault?"

Avela:"whetheryoudecidetokillmeorhatemefor

whatimabouttotellyouit'suptoyou.Thosekids

needtheirfamilies,theirtearswillbeheardand

hauntyouimtellingyou.Doyouwantkidsinthe

future?"

Mamba:"withyou,yes."

Avela:"ourbabiesmightnotevensurvivebecause



ofwhatyouaredoing.Imnotsayingquit

gangsterismbutstophumantraffickingand

prostitution,it'swrongandyouareenjoyingmoney

fromtheirbloodandtears.Smangailoveyou,i

reallydobutwhatifIbecomepregnantandIlose

thebaby?Iwon'tbeabletocopewiththat.Think

aboutwhatIsaid."

Shesaysstandingupandgoestoherbedroom

leavingMambaconfused.

Mamba:"huh?Heee!IknowforafactthatIloveher

andIdon'twanttoloseher,she'sgotapointinwhat

shesaid."

Mambadecidestofollowherandshe'sinherroom

playingwithherphone.

Mamba:"sweetiepie?"

Avelalooksathimandsitsupright.

Mamba:"youhaveapoint,leavingthisbusiness

won'tbeeasybutI'lltry.I'lltalktothepeopleI'm

workingwithandmakethemseereason.I'llhaveto

convincethemtotakethekidsbacktotheir

families."



Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"yesandIamdoingthisforyoubecauseI

don'twannaloseyou."

Avela:"notformeonly,forthemandtheirfamilies."

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mambawalksuptoherandtheykiss,Avelaislaid

onthebedandMambaisontopofher.Mamba

slightlymovesfromherandremoveshertop

revealingherbreastssinceshewasn'twearingany

bra,Avelausesherhandstohideherbreastsand

Mambachuckles.

Mamba:"letmeseesweetiepie."

HesaysremovingherhandsandAvelaclosesher

eyes,Mambaremoveshistshirtandkissesher

nippleswithAvelabreathingheavyandMamba

kissesherbodygoingallthewaydownand

removesherpantsrevealingberpanty.Heslowly

removesitthenlooksathershavedvaginathen

opensherlegs.



Mamba:"openyoureyessweetiepie."

SheopensthemandMambatakeshishandtoher

vaginaandopenshervaginallipsandstartslicking

her.Avela'slowerbodymovesupbutMambaholds

herdown.Histonguemovingupanddown,Avela's

handsholdingMamba'sheadtogodeeperasshe's

feelingthepleasure,Mambaslowlyentershisfinger

andAvelaflinches.

Mamba:"I'msorry."

Hemovesitgentlyupanddownwhilelickingher

clit.Herlegsshakeandreleaseshercuminhisface

andMambasmiles.

Avela:"whatdidyoudotome?"

Mamba:"partoneoflovemaking."

Avela:"wowwhatdidyoudotome?"

Mamba:"didyouenjoy?"

Avela:"ilovedit."

Mambasmilesandtheykiss,Mambaremoveshis

pantsthenlooksatAvela.



Mamba:"areyousureyouwanttodothis?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"youdoknowyouwillbelosingyour

virginity?"

Avela:"yesSmangaiamsureandIamtrusting

you."

ShesayslookinghimintheeyesandSmanga

smilesthenopensherlegs.

Mamba:"iloveyou"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Heentershisalreadyerectedpenis,breakingher

hymenandthrustsdeepandAvelascreamsholding

Mamba'sarmsandMambasmilesandsays"im

sorry"hekissesAvela'sneckgoingallinandshe's

bitingherlowerlipfeelingpain,hemoansand

slowlybiteshernipplesandstartsthrustinginher

deep.Bothofthemreleasingsexualmoansand

Avela'shandsonhisbackpullinghimcloserasshe

startsfeelingthepleasure.Hestartsmovingfaster

andfasterandlookingatAvela'sfaceandshe



openedhereyesmeetingMamba'sface,shemoans

andtheybothreleasetheirorgasmatthesame

time.Mambasmiles.

Mamba:"thankyoufortrustingmeandforthat,I'll

alwaysloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mambakissesherforeheadandslidesgentlyoutof

her.

Avela:"yohhayimyvaginaisinpains."

Mamba:"imsorry,nexttimeI'llbegentle."

Hesaysopeningherlegsandrubsherclit.

Avela:"notagain"

Mamba:"yesagain."

Hesaysgettingoffthebedandpullingherbyher

legstotheedgeofthebed.Heplacesherlegson

hisshoulderandentersherandshesquirts.

Mamba:"damn!Iloveyousweetiepie."

Hesaysgoinginandoutgently.



*
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AsThembiwascrying,apostmandeliversan

envelopeandleaves.Shetakesitandgoesinside

thehouse.

Lindi:"whyareyoucrying?"

Thembi:"mymarriageisovermama!"

Lindi:"over?"

Thembi:"hewantsnothingtodowithme."



Ma'Zet:"soheleftyouwithnomoney?Poorthing."

Thembi:"shutup!Youknownothingaboutme!"

Shesaysgoingtohermother'sroom,lookingfor

razorbladesandpills.Shegoestotheroomshe

wasusingandtakesoutapenandpaper.

Thembi:"imsorrymama"

Shesayscryingandstartswriting.

*

*

Spororo:"howarethey?"

Person1:"bossit'sbad,theyneedtheirfix."

Spororo:"youdon'tgivethem,nomatterwhat"

Person2:"butwhythechangeofplans?"

Spororo:"I'mnotpayingyoutoaskmequestions."

Person2:"sorryboss."

Spororo:"nowineedyoutocleanthemup,buythem

clothes.Wedon'thavetime."

*



*

Azaniawaspullinghersuitcasesandopenedthe

flat,shewasmetwithanIcecreamcontainerand

twospoons.

Azania:"iwonderwhereisshe,Avela!"

Noresponse.Azaniagoestoherroomandputsher

bagsthenchangesshoesandwearsflipflops.She

goesbacktothelounge,shenoticessomethingand

therearecarkeys.

Azania:"iwonder"

Sheputstheicecreamcontainerinthekitchenand

goesbacktotheloungeandwatchestv.She

decidestocallAvelaanditringsunanswered.She

logsintheinternetandseesThembi'spictures

crying,shewasajoke,peoplemakingfunofher.As

she'sreadingpeoplescomments,shehearspeople

giggling.Sheliftsherheadandseeswhatshewas

notexpectingtosee,AvelaandtheeMightyMamba

whisperingsweetnothings.TheyseeAzaniaand

she'sshocked,morelikeangry.

Avela:"whendidyouarrive?"



Azania:"awhileagoandwhatishedoinghere?"

Mamba:"icametoseemywoman."

Azania:"yourwoman!Youguysaredating?How

dareyouAvela?"

Avela:"ehandthen?Theanger?"

Azania:"youdatingthismonster!"

Avela:"sothatiswhatismakingyouangry?"

Azania:"he'samonsterforfuckssake,doyouknow

whathedoes?"

Avela:"yesido."

Mamba:"ehI'llseeyoulaterbaby."

Hekisseshercheekthentakeshiscarkeysand

leaves.

Azania:"gonx!"

Avela:"whatiswrongwithyouAzania?"

Azania:"thatmanisamonster!"

ShesayscryingandAvelajustlooksather.

Azania:"sothat'swhyThembiiscryingandtrending?



Youtookhermanyouareahomewrecker!"

Avela:"whatdidSmangadotoyou?"

Azania:"idon'twanttotalkaboutit."

Avela:"why?"

Azania:"didyousleepwithhim?"

Avela:"uhm..yeah."

Azania:"yougonnaregretit."

Avela:"willyoutellmewhathedidtoyouornot?"

Azania:"he...herapedmeanddeniedit!"

Avela:"hewhat?"

Azania:"heRAPEDme!"shesaysbreakingdownand

Aveladoesn'tknowwhattodoorsay.

*

*
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Avela:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Azania:"imsayingthatmonsteryoucallaboyfriend

tookmyvirginity."

Avela:"whenwasthat?"

Azania:"itwaswhenIfirstcamehere,imethimfirst

andrapedmeinhiscarthengavememoneytobuy

thisflat."

Avela:"didn'tyoutellmethatyouwererapedwhen

youweredoinggrade11byyourstepfather?"

Azania:"i..ihewassentbyMamba!"

Avela:"yourstorydoesnotaddupAzania."

Azania:"areyoutrynasayI'mlying?Youdefending

himbecauseyougavehimyourpussy?"



Avela:"nobut-..."

Azania:"butwhat?Nothing,Mambarapedmeinhis

fuckencar!"

Avela:"sowhydidyousayimgoingtoregret

sleepingwithhim?"

Azania:"heknowsthatIwilltellyoueverythingand

hewon'tcallortextyouagain.Iknowthetypeof

manheis.Hewilljustuseyou."

Avela:"rememberthetimeitoldyouthatsomeone

calledSmangaboughtmehomeafterthegirls

drama?"

Azania:"ididn'tknowheisthesameSmangawhois

Mamba."

Avela:"sosinceherapedyouwhydidn'tyouhave

himarrested?"

Azania:"themangotconnectionsAvela!Hewould

havegotoutwithbail."

Avela:"soyoudidn'treporthim?"

Azania:"yes!"



Avela:"wellyouwon'tmindifIaskhikthen?"

Azania:"hewilldenyit!"

Avela:"ineedtohearitfromhim."

Azania:"youarestillrunningafterhimafterwhatI

toldyou?"

Avela:"everystoryhastwosidessoineedtohearit

fromhim."

Azania:"suityourself."

Shesaysgoingtoherroomandcries.Avelacalls

Mamba.

Mamba:"heybaby,areyouokay?"

Avela:"yes,ineedtoaskyousomething."

Mamba:"whatisit?"

Avela:"weneedtomeet."

Mamba:"rightnowiminmyhousebutI'llsend

someonetofetchyou."

Avela:"okay,bye."

Shedropsthecall.



Azania:"soyougoingtohim?"

Avela:"yes"

Azania:"wewillseeaboutthat."

Shesaysgoingtolockthedoorsandputsthekeys

inherpocket.

Avela:"andthen?"

Azania:"youaregoingnowhere."

Avela:"what?OpenthedoorAzania!"

Azania:"no!"

Avela:"please."

Azania:"soyoucanruntohim?Never!"

Avela:"whynot?"

Azania:"justshutup!"

ShetakesachairandputsitinfrontofAvela.

Azania:"sitdown!"

Avela:"no!"

Azania:"imnotgonnarepeatmyself"



Avela:"andI'msayingno!"

Azaniaslapshersohardandsheholdshercheek

Avela:"youdidn't!"

Azania:"yesidid"

AvelareturnstheslapsohardthatAzaniafalls.

AzaniaquicklywakesupandasAvelaisaboutto

runherroom,Avelatakesavaseandhitsheronthe

headwithitandshefalls.Azaniadragshertothe

chairandAvelahasblackedout.Sherunstoher

roomandtakesaropethentightlytiesherwithit.

AzaniatakesAvela'sphoneandithasapassword.

Azania:"shit!"

Shetrieswritinghernameanditfails,shewrites

Mamba'snamesandit'swrong.Asshe'sbusy

contemplatingonwhattodo,Avela'sphoneringand

it'sMamba.

Azania:"Avela'sphonehello?"

Mamba:"whereisAvela?"

Azania:"sleeping"



Mamba:"whatareyoudoingwithherphone?"

Azania:"stopaskingmenonsense."

Mamba:"whatthefuck?!"

Azania:"ifyouwanthertolive,youwillbreakthings

offwithher."

ShedropsthecallandMambaisfumingandhe

callsLuke.

Mamba:"findoutwhat'sgoingoninAvela'sflat."

Hedropsthecallfrustrated!

*

*

LindiaccompaniesMa'Zettoherhousetheysay

theirgoodbyesandgoesinthehouse.

Lindi:"Thembi!"

Silence...

Lindi:"Thembisile!!"

Shegoestoherroomandfindsheronthefloorwith

somewhiteliquidonthefloor.Sherunstoher.



Lindi:"OhThembinganeyami!"(mychild)

Shetakesherphoneandcallstheambulanceandit

saysitwillbeherein20minutes!Shecan'twait

thatlong.SherushesnextdoorandcallsLerato.

Lerato:"what'swrongma?"

Lindi:"canyoudrive?"

Lerato:"yeahwhy?"

Lindi:"ineedyoutodriveThembitothehospital

please"

Lerato:"Thembiyoh?"

Lindi:"pleaseimbeggingyou"

Lerato:"okay"

LeratorunsnextdoorandtheycarryThembitoher

carandtheytakecarkeysanddrivetoTembisa

Hospitalandshe'sadmitted.

*

*
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LeratoandLindiarestillbythewaitingareawaiting

forthedoctor.

Lerato:"allthiswaitingismakingmehungry."

Lindi:"samehere."

Lerato:"whatcanigetyou?"

Lindi:"somefruits."

LeratonodsandgoesoutandtextsThinawhat's

goingon.

Thina:"heee!"

ThinalogsinherFacebookaccount:"Thembisile

commitssuicideafterhusband,SmangaMamba



Nkosidivorcesher."shetagsherpictureandLerato

takesfruitstoLindiandthedoctorapproaches

them.

Doctor:"ThembisileNkosi."

Lindi:"it'sShabangunotNkosi."

Doctor:"isn'tshemarriedtoSmangaNkosi?"

Lindi:"howismydaughterdoctor?"

Doctor:"wemanagedtopumpthepillsoutofher

systemandshe'sStilloutofitbutIcanassureyou

thatshe'llwakeup."

Lindi:"canweseeher?"

Doctor:"nottoday,maybetomorrow"

ThetnodandLeratodrivesherhome.

Lindi:"thankyou."

Leratonodswithasmileandgiveshercarkeys.

Lindigetsinthethehouseandgoesstraighttothe

roomwasusing,sheseesanoteontopofthe

spongeandtakesit,shethenreadsit.



"DearMama

Mama,iamsorryforwhatIdidyearsago,leaving

youallalonewhenImetSmanga.WhenIgothere,i

washeartbrokenwhenIseewhatkindoflifeyou

havebeenlivingwhileIwaslivinglavishlyandfor

whatIamabouttodo,pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.Iloveyou.

Love:Thembisile."

LindicriesandrealizeseversinceThembihas

arrivedhome,shehasbeenrudetoher.

*

*

MambaispacingupanddownwhileLukeisbusy

withthelaptoptryingtofindoutwhatisgoingonin

Avela'sflat.

Luke:"gotit."

TheylookatthefootageanditshowsthatAzania

hasAvelatieduponachair,Azaniaisdrinkingwine

whilelookingather.Avelaslowlyopenshereyes

andherheadisfeelingheavy.



Avela:"aaahmyhead!"

Shelooksaroundandshe'sinherflat,Azaniawalks

uptoherandshe'scarryingaknife.Shekneels

downinfrontofher.

Avela:"Azaniawhyareyoudoingthis?"

Azania:"youdon'twannalistenwhenIsaystay

awayfromMamba."

Avela:"okay,I'llstayawayfromhim"

Azania:"youmustthinkI'mafool,yougoingtocall

himandendthingswithhim."

Avela:"okayokayjustdon'tkillme."

Azania:"so,youaregoingtotellmeyourphone

passwordandyouaregoingtodumphim."

Avela:"andifheaskswhy?"

Azania:"makesurehedoesn't."

Avelanodsandtearsarefallingfromher

tears,Mambaislookingatthefootageandheis

angryashell.Hisphoneringsandit'sAvela.

Mamba:"heysthandwasami"



Avela:"hey,areyouokay?"

Mamba:"yesandyou?"

Avela:"okay,uhmwehavetoendourrelationship."

Mamba:"what?Why?"

Avela:"pleaseSmanga"

MambalooksatthefootageandAzaniahasaknife

onherneck."

MambajustdropsthecallandlooksatLuke.

Mamba:"getme3bodyguards,wedon'tknowhow

dangerousthatgirlis,inanhourwegoingtoher

flat."

LukenodsandmakescallswhileMambagoesto

takeashower.

*

Avela:"done."

Azania:"goodgirl,thatwasn'thard.Uhmnowwe

destroyyourcellphone."

Shethrowsherphoneagainstthewall,asitfallsshe



stepsonit.Avelaisjustlookingather.

Avela:"whoareyou?"

Azania:"I'mAzania,I'mtryingtoprotectyou."

Avela:"from?"

Azania:"Mamba"

Avela:"whenareyougonnauntieme?"

Azania:"tomorrowbabes."

Avela:"what?Iendedthingswithhim."

Azania:"whatifhecomesback?"

Avela:"hewon't."

Azania:"mmmh"

Avela:"canihavesomewater?"

Azania:"no"

Avelatriesuntyingherselfbuttheropesaretoo

tightandsheishurtingherselfsoshestopshoping

maybesomeonewillcometoherrescue.

*



Mambajustfinisheddressingandbodyguardsare

waitingforhisboss,eachofthegunonhiswaist

andtheyarewearingshadesandblacksuits.

Mambagoestothemandtheyareallreadytogoto

Avela'sflat.

TheypullupinAvela'sflatinlessthan30minutes.

Mambaopensthedoorandthe3guardsgetinfirst

andAzaniastandsshockedlookingatthetallbuff

darkskinnedguys.

Azania:"whothehellareyou?"

Mambagetsinandherjawdrops.

Azania:"whatisthismonsterdoinghere?"

Mamba:"untieher"

Azania:"orwhat?"

Mamba:"isaidUNTIEher!"

Azania:"no!"

Mamba:"whatsyourproblemwithme?"

HeaskssittingdownandAzanialooksathim.



Avela:"didyourapeher?"

Mamba:"what?

AzaniaslapsAvelasohardandtheguardsholds

herbackwhiletheothersuntieher.

Avela:"Smangadidyourapeher?"

Mamba:"ididnosuchthing,iknowI'magangster

butI'mnotarapist!"

Azania:"youtookmyvirginitybyforceMamba!"

Mamba:"whoareyouworkingfor?"

Azania:"what?"

AvelastandsupgoingtoMambabutAzania

managestoescapetheguardsandstabsAvelaon

herwaistandtriestorunbutshebumpstoanother

guardonthedoor.

Guard:"uhuhuh!"

HetakesherbacktotheloungeandMambahasa

dishclothonherwound.Mambastandsupandpins

Azaniaonthewallwithhandsonherback.

Mamba:"whoareyouworkingfor?"



Azania:"noone"

Mamba:"imnotgoingtoaskagain"

Azania:"Spororo."

*

*

-Love:Admin

[11/12,17:03] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert26

*

*

Mamba:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Azania:"it'sSpororo,I'msorryIdidn'tmeanto."

Mamba:"tieherup."

Hesayslookingattheguardsandtheydoso,Avela



isonthecouchcryingsilentlyandMambawalksup

toher.

Mamba:"areyouokaybaby?"

Avelanodsandputspressureonherwound.

Mamba:"let'sgocheckthatup."

Avelanodsandslowlystands,Mambahelpsherand

theygotothecar.

Mamba:"I'mcoming."

HegoesbacktotheflatandlooksatAzania.

Mamba:"whenigetback,Iwanttofindyouhere.I'm

watchingyouandguys,takeallhergadgets."

Hegoesoutandtheguardstakeallhergadgets.

Guard1:"ncncnc,youareslowlygoingtopay."

Guard2:"iactuallyfeelsorryforyou."

Azania:"I'mreallysorry."

Guard3:"youareapologizingtothewrongpeople."

Azaniakeepsquietandlooksatthem,she'sscared

youcanseeinhereyes.



*

Spororo:"guys2weeksleft,wedon'thaveenough

time."

Guy2:"weneedmoretimebozza."

Spororo:"Mambadidn'tgiveustime!"

Guy2:"sowhatarewegoingtodo?"

Spororo:"youdothethinkingnx,doIhavetodothe

thinkingforyouguys?"

Guy1:"noboss"

Spororo:"ihopethatchickdoesn'tmesseverything

up."

Guy3:"sheknowsshe'llpayifshedoublecrosses

you."

Spororo:"thatgirl,onewayortheotherhasto

pay.she'sbeenfreefortoolongnow."

Guy1:"youknow,thatgirlisabeautyyerr!"

Spororo:"who?Avela?Pssshplease"

Guy2:"weknowyouwantherforyourselfboss"



Spororo:"voetsekgetout!"

TheygetoutlaughingandSpororoissoannoyed.

SpororocallsAzaniaanditringsunanswered

Spororo:"damn!"

*

*

ThedoctorsaredonetreatingAvela'swoundand

there'snodamagedonetohersothedoctor

stitchedherup,thengaveherpills.

Mamba:"areyouhungry?"

Avela:"no"

Mamba:"what'sgoingonbaby?"

Avela:"uhmSmanga,I'msorryforwhatIsaidwhenI

calledyou,ididn'tmeanto."

Mamba:"iknowthatyouwereforcedsweetiepieso

noproblem."

Avela:"sonow,idon'tknowwheretosleepbecauseI

definitelyknowbecauseIamnotgoingbacktothat



house."

Mamba:"youdon'thaveto,youcancomestaywith

me."

Avela:"I'mnotsureaboutthat."

Mamba:"trustmebaby,idon'tmind.Ihatethatyou

willbesleepinginthehouseisharedwithThembi

butit'sonlyfortodayonly."

Avela:"okay"(sighs)

Mambadrivestothemallandtheybuyclothesfor

Avelaandsomeladyapproachesthem.

Lady:"iguesstherumoursaretrue."

Mamba:"whatrumours?"hesaidputtinghishands

inhispockets.

Lady:"thatyouhavereplacedyourslayqeenwith

justawaitress."

Mamba:"callherthatagainandIwillairyourdirty

laundryforeveryonetoknow."

Lady:"imsorry"

Mamba:"moveoutofourway."



Shemovesandtheypasscontinuingwiththeir

shopping.

Avela:"youknowher?"

Mamba:"that'sLillian,anoldaccomplice."

Avelanodsandaftershopping,astheyareaboutto

maketheirwaytoSteers,agroupofjournalists

approachthemandsomearetakingvideosand

pictures.

Journalist:"isittruethatyouandThembisileare

divorced?"

Journalist2:"isshethereasonwhyyoudivorced

her?"

Journalist3:"isittruethatThembisiletried

committingsuicidebecauseyouarenolonger

together?"

Mamba:"shecommittedsuicide?"

Journalist:"whydoyouseemshockedMr?"

Journalist4:"youdidn'tknow?"

Journalist:"howdoesitfeelbeingMightyMamba's



girlfriend?"

Journalist2:"isitfunorsad?"

Avelaisjustlookingatthejournalistswhoare

bombardingthemwithquestionsandtaking

pictures,Mambamakesacall.

Mamba:"sortoutthesebloodyvultures,theymaking

mywomanuncomfortable."

Hedropsthecallandlooksatthem.

Mamba:"I'llansweryourquestionswhenIfeellike

it,let'sgobaby."

HetakesAvela'shandandtheygobutthe

journalistsarestillfollowingthem,apolicevan

appearsandtheymanagetochasethejournalists

thenMambatransfersmoneytotheiraccounts.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

AvelanodsandMambapullsherclosetohim

Mamba:"ican'thearyou."

Avela:"I'mokaySmanga."

Shekissesherlips.



*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:03] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert27

*

*

Azania:"imsorry,ididn'tmeanto."

Mamba:"yetyoudid."

Azania:"i-.."

Mamba:"why?WhydidyouliethatIrapedyou?"

Azania:"becauseiknowthatAvelawouldhave

dumpedyou."

Mamba:"haha,sohilarious."



Azania:"imsorry,pleasedon'tkillme."

Mamba:"ohno,I'mnotgoingtokillyou.Youwill

wishyouweredead."

Azania:"wh-..whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"youmydarlingAzaniaaregoingtowork

withSpororo."

Azania:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"exactlythat."

Mambastandsupandputshisfingeronherchin

tiltingherheadtolookathim.

Mamba:"dareandtrydostupidthings,I'llburnyou

alive."

Azania:"iwon't."

Mambagetsoutanddrivestohishouse,ashewas

drivinghemakesacall.

Zorro:"Nkosiyami."

Mamba:"whathappened?"

Zorro:"shetriedcommittingsuicidebutugrand



manje."

Mamba:"what'sthereason?"

Zorro:"I'llhavethatassoonasthesunrises."

Mamba:"good."

Hedropsthecall,itwasmidnightandhehad

decidedtopayAzaniaavisitleavingAvelastill

sleeping.Hegotinsidehishouseandgoestohis

bedroomfindingAvelabusywithhercellphone.

Mamba:"andithoughtyouweresleeping?"

Avela:"andithoughtsoto."

Mamba:"can'tsleep?"

Avela:"yeahsoIdecidedtogetbusyonmyphone

sinceyouweren'tnexttome."

Mamba:"imsorrybaby,ihadthingsthatIhadto

fix."

Avela:"thingslike?"

Mamba:"nothingyoushouldworryyourselfabout

sweetiepie."



Avela:"mmmh"shesaysnodding.

Mamba:"I'lltakeaquickshowerthencomekeep

youwarm."

AvelanodsandMambagoestothebathroom.

Avela:"ireallyhopeiamnotthereasonbehindher

suicide."

ShesayslookingatThembi'spictureswhichare

trending.Somepeoplearecommentingthatshe's

thereasonherhusbandlefther,resultingintoher

goingbackhomeandcommittsuicide.

Avela:"whathaveigottenmyselfinto?Ihopeiwon't

regretit."

Mamba:"regretwhat?"

Hesayslookingatherandshebitesherlip.

Mamba:"I'masking."

Avela:"nothing,really."

Mamba:"Avela?"

Avela:"Smanga?"



Mamba:"ireallyhaterepeatingmyselfoverandover

again,soI'mnotgoingtoaskagain."

Avela:"Thembiistrendingsinceshetried

committingsuicide,somearesayingimthereason."

Mamba:"uhso?"

Avela:"youdon'tgetitdoyou?"

Mamba:"youthereasonbecauseyouaredating

me?"

Avela:"yeah"

Mamba:"sothat'swhatstressingyou?Yougot

drama."

Avela:"I'mnotbeingdramaticSmanga."

Mambagoesclosetoherandputsthephoneonthe

bed,hehadborrowedherhisoldphonesince

Azaniadecidedtoruinhers.

Mamba:"forgetaboutthosecommentssthandwa

sami."

AvelanodsandMambakissesherlips.

Mamba:"duringtheday,wearegettingyouanew



phone."

Avela:"mybudgetdoesn'tallowmetobuyabrand

newphone."

Mamba:"mybudgetallowsmetobuyit."

Avela:"noSmanga,ican'tallowyoutodothat."

Mamba:"whynot?"

Avela:"idon'tfeelcomfortable."

Mamba:"wellyoushouldbecomfortablebecauseI

amalsogettingyouaplacetostay.Iwon'tletyou

stayinahouseioncedsharedwithThembi."

Avela:"what'swrongwiththishouse?"

Mamba:"whatifyoucleaningactuallynotthatIwill

allowyoutocleanwhatifyoulookingaroundand

youcomeacrossThembi'spic?You'llbemadright

askingwhyistillhaveherpicturearoundthe

house?"

Avela:"yeahyouareright."

Mamba:"sotomorrowwewillgohousehunting,

choosethehouseyourheartdesires."



Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"yes"

Herfacebeamswithasmileandhereyessparkle

withhappiness,shejumpsonMambahugginghim

tightlyandMambaholdingherwaist.

Avela:"thankyousomuch,howwillieverrepay

you?"

Mamba:"wellyoucanrepaymebystayingwithme

nomatterwhat,goodorbadyouwillalwayslove

me."

Avela:"ipromise."

ShekisseshisneckandMambasmilesnaughtily.

Avela:"idon'tlikethatsmileatall."

Mamba:"what'swrongwithit?"

Avela:"itturnsmeon."

Mamba:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Avelaquicklyputsherhandoverhermouthafter

realizingwhatshesaidandMambalaughs.



Mamba:"damniloveyou."

Hesayskissingherandlayingheronthebed,they

kisseachothersointenseandtheyarehungryfor

eachother,Mambaundressesherandkissesherall

thewayfromhernecktoherabdomenandAvelais

breathingheavyandopensherlegsgivinghim

accesstohervagina.

Mamba:"iseeyouallreadyforme."hesayslooking

athervaginawhichwasdrippingherjuices,helicks

hervaginaandshegrabsherheadpushingittogo

deeper,movinghistongueupanddownherclitoris

,itstartstotremblewantingmoretoputhistongue

andsuckitandhedoes.Avela'slegsmoving

sidewaysopeningthemreallywideandheholds

themdown,Avela'smoaningboostsMambathathe

isreallydoingagoodjob.Heinsertshisfinger

whilelickingherandherbackarchesandmoans

moreasshe'sfeelingthepleasure,hesucksmore

onherclitandshefeelsherselfthatshe'saboutto

comeandheputsmorepressureontheclit.

Mamba:"cumformesweetiepie."



Heshovedhistongueandsheexplodesalloverhis

facethenlicksherthecumonhervagina.

Avela:"thatfeltamazing."

Mamba:"andI'mnotyetdone."

Hekisseshimandasheisabouttoenterhishard

erectedpenis,Avelacatchesaglimpseatgasps.

Avela:"OhmyGod!"

MambachucklesandAveladoesthe

unexpected,shestartssingingEgobyBeyonce.

Avela:"it'stoobig,

It'stoowide

It'stoostrong,

Itwon'tfit,it's

Toomuch,it's

Tootough!"

Mambalaughssomuchthathisstomachhurtsand

hefallsontopofher.Avelalaughsatthefactthat

heislaughing.



Mamba:"haa!Yohhayibaby!"

HelaughsagainandAvelagiggles.

Avela:"mxmmove."

Mamba:"youareawholemoodwenamylove."

Avela:"youareheavySmanga."

Mambarollstotheothersideandstartslaughing

againandtearsfallfromhiseyes.Avelagetsontop

ofhimandheisstilllaughing.Avelakisseshisneck

andMamba'spenisgetshardagainand,she's

movingupanddowncausingfrictionbetweentheir

bodies.

Avela:"areyougoingtocontinuelaughingorgiveit

tomerealgood?"

Mamba:"I'mgoingtogiveittoyourealgoodand

evenmorethenlaughlater."

Avela:"ifyouarestillgoingtolaugh,don'tgiveitto

me."

Mamba:"okay,Iamsorry."

TheykissagainandMambaliftsherbumsalittle



insertinghispenisandAvelamoansfeelinghim

andbalancesherselfbyputtingherhandsonher

chestandhishandsonherbums.

Avela:"idon'tevenknowhowtodothis."

Mamba:"justrelaxokay,letyourmindleadyou."

Avelanods,movingherwaistincircles,forwardand

backwards.Mambagroansandgrabsherbreasts

andshemoans.

*

*

Mamba:"isitsafetolaugh?"

Avela:"laughandIwillslapyousohard!"

Mamba:"slaptheMightyMamba?"

Avela:"iamnotscaredofyou."

Mamba:"really?"

Hepinsheragainstthewall,heliftsherupand

wrapsherlegsaroundhiswaist.Hislefthand

pincheshernipples.



Avela:"mmhouch,okaysorry."

Mamba:"idon'twantyoutobescaredofmeneand

afterthesteamyhotsessionyougaveme?Iwon't

daretolaughbutbabydidyouhavetosingduring

theintimatemoment?"

Avela:"icouldn'tholdmyselfafterseeingyour-..you

knowwho."

Mamba:"noidon't,mindtellingme?"

Avela:"Smangahayihawu."

Mamba:"youarecrazyandthebestyouknow?"

Avela:"getmedown."

Mamba:"youarebeautiful."

Hesayslookingatherstraightintheeyes,feeling

hisbreathonhisfaceandhervaginabetraysher

andstartsdrippingjuices."

Mamba:"youturnedonright?"

Avela:"justmoveplease."

Mamba:"icantakecareofthat."



Heslidsherhandinherpantiesandstartsrubbing

hervaginaupanddown,shehidsherfaceinhis

neckandgentlybitesit.

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:04] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert28

*

*

Spororo:"iseverythinggoingaccordingtotheplan?"

Azania:"uhm,yeah."

Spororo:"whydoyousoundsonervous?"

Azania:"no,imnot.AvelaendedthingswithMamba."



Spororo:"whereisshe?"

Azania:"inherroom,shecriedherselftosleepnot

believingthatherboyfriendisarapist."

Spororo:"goodgirl,that'swhyIloveyou."

Azania:"what'sthenextplan?"

Spororo:"youjustmakesureshestaysawayfrom

Mamba."

Azania:"done."

Spororosmilesanddropsthecall,Azaniasendsa

texttoMambaandMambacallsherbackinstantly.

Mamba:"listentomecarefully,youdon'tsendme

texts.Icallyouandyoudon't.Youhearme?"

Azania:"loudandclear."

Mamba:"sowaitformycall."

Mambadropsthecallandshesighs.Shegoesto

thekitchenandmakesbreakfast,shedidn'teven

getenoughsleepbecauseallshecouldthinkofis

MambaandSpororo.Sheatethengoestotakea

bath.



Shegetsdressedinjeans,topandslippers.Sheties

herbraidsanddecidestogetsomefreshair.As

she'swalkingaround,shebumpsintoMenziand

Zizipho.

Azania:"heyguys."

Zizipho:"hi,longtime."

Azania:"it'sbeenlonghey."

Zizipho:"wherewereyou?"

Azania:"EasternCape."

Menzi:"uhmbabyweshouldgetgoing."

Azania:"Menzicanwetalk?"

Zizipho:"about?"

Azania:"it'sprivate."

Ziziphomovesawayfromthemgivingthemsome

space.

Menzi:"didyoudoit?"

Azania:"yesbutIdon'tlikeit,ihadtolieandsayI'm

intheEasternCapeknowingverywellthatno!Imin



somehospitaldoingsomethingiwillregretallmy

life!"

Menzi:"it'sforthebest."

Azania:"bestforwho?Yourmarriage?"

Menzi:"idon'twanttolosemywife."

Azania:"youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

sleepingwithmewithoutusingacondom!"

Menzi:"ssshnottooloud!"

Azania:"mxm."

ShepusheshimoutofthewayandMenziwalksto

hiswife.

Zizipho:"andthat?"

Menzi:"nothingyoushouldworryyourselfabout.

Let'sgo."

Hekisseshercheekandholdsherhand,they

continuestrolling.

Azania:"ncncnc,youwillpayforwhatyoudidto

me."



*

*

Avela:"Smanga!Hurryup,wehavetogo."

Mamba:"ilikeitwhenyoubossy."

Avela:"imnotbossyhawu."

Mamba:"let'sgo."

Hesayskissinghercheekandtakinghiscarkeys.

Mamba:"canyoudrive?"

Avela:"nope."

Mamba:"well,ishouldstartteachingyou."

Avela:"no,imscared."

Mamba:"there'snothingtobescaredof."

Avela:"ifyousayso,butnottoday."

Mamba:"wheneveryouareready."

Shenodsandtheygoout.

Avela:"yourhouseisreallybeautiful."

Mamba:"wellthankyoubaby.Areyoureallygoing



toworktoday?"

Avela:"yes,that'swhywehavetogoearlysoIcan

rest."

Mamba:"okay,let'sgo."

TheygototheMallandtheygophoneshopping.

Mamba:"howaboutthisone?"

Hesayspointingatit,Avelalaughs.

Avela:"itremindsmewhenThembiwasflauntingat

itsayingit'sarealphone."

Theylaughandtheycontinuelookingaround.

Avela:"I'llgoforthatone."

Mamba:"damn!Youtemptingmetochangetheone

I'musingandbuythatone."

Avela:"wellifit'stooexpensive,icanlookfora

cheaperone."

Mamba:"no,I'llbuyit.Whatmybabywants,mybaby

gets."

TheypurchasethecellphoneandAvelaisexcited,



shecan'tevenhideit.

Avela:"thankyousomuch."

Mamba:"allyouhavetodoisasimswapthenyou

sorted."

Avela:"thankyousomuchSmanga."

Mamba:"thankyouforbeingmine."

Theykissandpeopledoingwhattheyalways

do,takingpictures.

Mamba:"nowlet'sgetyouaplacetostay."

Avela:"aboutthat."

Mamba:"don'ttellmeyouwanttogobackandstay

withthatgirl."

Avela:"afterwhatshedid?Nothanks."

Mamba:"thenwhat'swrong?"

Avela:"ifwegettingmeahouse,somuchhastobe

doneanditwilltaketimesofornowahotelora

BnBwillbefine."

Mamba:"ican'thavemywomanstayinginahotelor



someBnB."

Avela:"yetyoudon'twantmetostayinthehouse

yousharedwithThembibutIunderstand."

Mamba:"yougotapointbutIdon'tlikeit,sohotelit

is."

Avela:"thankyou."

TheymaketheirwaytoSheratonPretoriaHoteland

Avelaisbookedin,she'llbetheretomorrowas

tonightshe'llbeworking.

Mamba:"allsorted."

Avela:"I'llcontinuepayingformystay."

Mamba:"whywhenIcanpayforyou?"

Avela:"you'vedonealotforme,I'mstartingtofeel

likeyouaremyblesser."

Mamba:"there'snoprobleminthatmos."

Avelafoldsherarmslookingathim.

Avela:"please,letmepayformystay.WheneverI

needsomething,iknowwheretofindyou."



Mamba:"justthisonething."

AvelanodsandkisseshimandMamba'spenis

erects.

Mamba:"seewhatyouaredoingtome?Howwilli

walklikethis?"

Avela:"you'llbefine."(laughing)

Mamba:"comehere."

Hepullsherintohimandherbackonhischest,her

bumsonhispenisandtheystartwalkinglikethat,

Mambahidingiserectedpenis.

Avela:"isowannarunawayandlaugh."

Mamba:"hayibaby,youwanttoembarrassme?"

Avela:"I'dneverdothat."

TheywalktothecarandMambagetsinfirst,Avela

gigglesandgoestoherside.

Avela:"sinceimgoingtowork,ineedmyuniform

andit'sinthatflat."

Mamba:"I'llgetitforyouwhileyoustayinthecar."



Avela:"areyousure?"

Mamba:"yes"

TheygotoAvela'sflatandAzaniaisnot

there,MambagoestoAvela'sroomandlooksfor

heruniform.Hefindsitandtakessomeofher

clothesandsomeshoes.Hegoesbacktothecar

andtheydrivetoMamba'shousefindinghisfriends

andwives.

Senzo:"whuuwe'vebeenwaitingforages."

Mamba:"hayisuka,ididn'tcallyouhere."

Nomsa:"sointroduceustoher."

Mamba:"thisismylove,myheartholder,Avelaand

babythesearemyfriends

Senzo,Sabelo,Thapelo,Thapelo.Theirwives

Nomsa,Mihle,SphesihleandMpumi."

Avela:"nicemeetingyouguys."

Mpumi:"samehere,youarebeautiful."

Avela:"thankyou."

Nomsa:"wearesorryaboutourbehaviorthetime



wewerewithThembi."

Avela:"allunderthebridge.NottoberudebutIhave

torestsinceimworkingtonight."

Mihle:"notaproblemhoney."

Avelanodsandgoestothebedroomandtakesa

nap.

Sphesihle:"youguyslookcutetogether."

Mamba:"thankyoubutyouweresayingthesame

thingthetimeiwaswithThembi."

Sphesihle:"hayinevermindthat."

Theylaughandcontinuechilling.

Mamba:"soguys,imthinkingofleavingthe

prostitutionringandhumantrafficking."

Allofthem:"what?!"

Mamba:"what?"

Thabani:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Mamba:"youheardme."

Senzo:"isitbecauseofher?"



Mamba:"shegotnothingtodowiththis,imetanold

ladywhowascryingbecauseherkidsarestolen

andwordonthestreetsisthattheyareusedfor

prostitution,thathitmehardbecauseIcouldbethe

reasonbehindthat.I'llnotquitgangsterismbutI

willtrybyallmeanstostopprostitutionandhuman

trafficking."

Theywereallquietlisteningtohim,hegotapoint.

Thabani:"welliwillnotquitbecauseofsomeold

lady."

Nomsa:"baby-..."

Thabani:"noNomsa,iwillnotlistentoMamba!"

Mamba:"it'suptoyoukebutimout."

Thabani:"sellthebusinesstome,nameyourprice."

Sabelo:"areyouseriousThabzin?"

Thabani:"yeahiwillnotquitmina!"

Mamba:"notquitinggangsterismbutthe

prostitutionringandtrafficking!"

Thabani:"sowewillstealcars?Robbanks?Etc?"



Mamba:"yes,wewillstillbemakingmoney."

Thabani:"butyouknowtheprostitutionringand

traffickingismakingusmillionsperhour?"

Tebogo:"butwhatwewillbedoingwillstillmakeus

millions."

Thabani:"notthesame,wewillmakemillionsina

week."

Mamba:"butwewillstillmakingmoney."

Thabani:"youareoutofyourmindnx!"

Hegetsupandgoesout.

Mamba:"yourhusbandisstubbornNomsa."

Nomsa:"iknow,youhaveapoint.Thosekidsmiss

theirfamiliesandthiswasseparatingthemfrom

thefamiliesandit'srightwetakethemback.I'lltalk

toThabani."

*

*

Avelagotupfromthebedandshetakesabath,she

getsdressedandshe'sreadyforwork.Shegotonly



1hourleft,shegoesdownstairsandeveryoneisstill

thereexceptforThabani.

Avela:"heyguys."

Theygreetbackandshegoestothekitchenand

makessomefood.Sheeatstherethenrinsesher

plate.

Mambagetsin.

Mamba:"canitakeyoutowork?"

Avela:"ifyoudon'tmind."

AvelasayshergoodbyesandMambatakesherto

work.

Avela:"I'llseeyouinthemorning."

Mamba:"I'llfetchyouthen."

Avela:"okay"

Theykiss.

Mamba:"don'tforgetiloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo"

ShegetsintheclubandMambaleaves,shegoes



intothemanager'soffice.

Manager:"goodtoseeyouagain."

Avela:"goodtobeback."

Manager:"asyouknow,2quittheirjobsandwe

haveashortagesoifyoudothis,youwillbepaid

verywell.Yourpaymentwillbetripled."

Avela:"tripled?"

Manager:"yougoingtobeastripper,oneofthose

topclasses."

Avela:"aWHAT?!"

Manager:"yougotthebody,thelookssothiswill

makeaclubsomuchmoney."

Avela:"asaSTRIPPER?!"

*

*
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Avela:"asaSTRIPPER?"

Manager:"yes,lookitwouldbenefitthebothofus."

Avela:"imworkingfineasawaitress."

Manager:"igetthat,butifyoudon'ttakemyoffer

consideryourselffired!"

Avela:"what?"

Manager:"besidesidon'twanttoworkwith

criminals."

Avela:"iamacriminal?"

Shegivesmeherphone,it'sapicture.Apictureof

meandMamba.

Manager:"isn'titMambaandyou?"

Avela:"itis,soIamacriminalbecauseIamdating



him?"

Manager:"itmakesyouacriminal."

Avela:"youknowwhat,keepyourjob."

Avelastandsupandleavesherdumbfounded.She

standsoutsideandcallsMamba.

Mamba:"missingmealready?"

Avela:"don'tflatteryourself,pleasecomefetchme

intheclub."

Mamba:"youdrunk?"

Avela:"please,don'tboreme."

Mamba:"whoa!What'swrong?"

Avela:"pleasefetchme."

Mamba:"okay,I'mcoming."

AveladropsthecallandwaitsforMamba.

*

*

Azania:"ineedsomestrongmuthi."



Sangoma:"whatkind?"

Azania:"sortoflovepotion."

Sangama:"mmmh(groans)thismuthiisvery

strong,youmustmakesureyougiveittotheright

personorelsencnc."

Azanianodsandthesangomamixesherherbs

Sangoma:"putitinhisfoodanditwillworkinno

time."

Shewrapsitinaplasticthenthrowsitnexttoher.

AzaniaputsaR200notethenstandsupand

leaves,Azaniasmileslookingatthemuthi.

Azania:"soonerorlater,youwillbemine."

Shegoestoherflatandstartspreparingameal

thenmakesacall.

Azania:"ineedyouinmyflatthenext2hours,it's

urgent."

Shedropsthecallandsmiles.

*

*



Thabani:"Mamba,youareseriouslymad!"

Mamba:"dowhatyouwanttodobutassoonasyou

takeovertheprostitutionringandcontinuewiththis

humantrafficking,wegoourseparateways."

Nomsa:"Mambano.'

Mamba:"relax,iwon'tcuttieswithyou.Your

husbandneedssomeonetoknocksomeheadinhis

husband."

Thabani:"sellittomeknowthenwegoourseparate

ways."

Mamba:"youcantakeitforfree,I'llsignthe

ownershiptoyou."

Thabani:"good."

MambastandsupandgoestofetchAvela.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"Ijustgotfired."

Mamba:"whatfor?"

Avela:"let'sgo,I'lltellyouonourwaytothehotel."



Mamba:"no,wegoingtomyhouse.Yousaidyouwill

gotomorrow."

Avela:"tomorrowitis."

Theygotohishouseandthere'snoone.

Mamba:"finally!Someair."

AvelagigglesandMambaplacesheronthedining

tableandstandsinfrontofher.

Mamba:"talktome."

Avela:"igotfired."

Mamba:"for?"

Avela:"themanagerwantedmetoworkasa

stripper,isaidnoandkindofsaidiminvolvedin

yourcriminalactivities."

Mamba:"asastripper?She'smad!Youdidgoodby

decliningtheuselessoffer."

Avela:"sonowimunemployed."

Mamba:"icantakecareofyourneeds."

Avela:"iamusedtobeingindependent."



Mamba:"igetthat,pleaseletmetakecareofyou."

Avela:"youseriouslydoingalotformeandwhat

haveidoneforyou?"

Mamba:"youaremineandthatmakesmethe

happiestmanalive.AndohThembisignedthe

divorcepaperssoIamofficiallyyoursonly."

Avela:"ihopeitstayslikethat."

Mamba:"ohitwilldefinitelywill."

Avela:"so...."(shesmilesandMambachuckles.)

Mamba:"yes?"

Avela:"comehere"

MambasmilesandcomesevencloserandAvela

whisperssomethinginhisearsandMambagroans.

Mamba:"youmybabyareabadgirllately."

Avela:"andit'sallyourfault."

Theylaughandtheygototheirbedroom

kissing,theyundresseachotherandgetdownto

business.



*

*

Nomsa:"baby,thinkaboutwhatMambasaid,heis

right."

Thabani:"heisright?Youaresidingwithhim

becauseyouguysfucked?"

Nomsa:"what?"

Thabani:"youthoughtIwouldn'tfindout?"

Nomsa:"itwasamistake,ineededashouldertocry

on."

Thabani:"outofallyourfriends,youdecidedtocry

onhisshoulders?Himbetweenyourlegs?'

Nomsa:"itmeantnothing!"

Thabani:"andalsothesecondtime?Andthethird?!"

Nomsa:"iamsorry."

Thabani:"youandhimwouldmakeagreatcouple,

y'allbothtoxic."

Nomsa:"greatcouple?HeiswithAvela."



Thabani:"thatdidn'tstopyouwhenhewaswith

Thembiandyouengagedtome!"

Nomsa:"Thabani,ilearnedfrommymistakes."

Thabani:"factremains,iain'tquiting!"

Hegoesoutanddrivestoastripclub.

*

*
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Thabani:"yeah!Shakethatassbaby!"

Hesaidspankingthegirlwhowastwerkinginfront



ofhim.

Thabani:"come."

Hetookthegirl'shandandtheygothebathroom

andkisseachotherhungrilyandtheyhavesex,as

theyweredressingup,thegirldecidestopickpocket

him.Hewaseventoodrunktonotice.

Girl:"socanihavemoney?"

Thabani:"iain'tgotcashonme,sendmeyour

bankingdetails."

Girl:"don'tyoumesswithme."

Thabani:"whoa!"

Thegirltakesapocketknifeandplacesitonhis

neck.

Thabani:"whatthefuck?"

Girl:"payoristabyou?"

Thanani:"sendyourbankingdetails."

ThegirlstabsThabaniacountlesstimesthen

leaveshimthere.



Girl:"nx!Hethinkshecanmesswithme."

*

*

-Thefollowingday

Nomsa:"Thabaniwhereareyou?I'mworriedabout

you."

Shedropsthecallandpacesupanddown.Her

friendsgetin.

Mihle:"youlooklikeyouhaveseenaghost."

Nomsa:"Thabanididn'tsleephome."

Siphesihle:"that'snotafirstmos."

Nomsa:"butthistime,it'sbe-..nevermind."

Mpumi:"talktous."

Nomsa:"no,it'snothingbig."

Shewasnotabouttotellthemthatshesleptwith

Mamba.

Mihle:"let'sgoshoppingtogetyourmindoff

things."



Nomsa:"okay,letmegobath."

Theynodandshegoestothebathroomandgets

ready.Shegetsdressedinjeans,lacetopand

stilettos.Shefixesherhairanddoeshermake-

up,shetakesherGuccihandbagandgoes

downstairstoherfriends.

Mpumi:"shouldwegetAvelatojoinus?"

Sphesihle:"won'tshemind?"

Nomsa:"howarewegoingtotellher?Wedon'thave

hertens?"

Mpumi:"I'llcallMamba."

ShetakesherphoneandcallsMamba.

Mamba:"Mpumi'

Mpumi:"hey,whereisAvela?"

Mamba:"whatdoyouwantfrommywife?"

Mpumi:"wewanttoaskifshe'dliketojoinusfor

shopping."

Mamba:"sheissick."



Mpumi:"what'swrong?"

Mamba:"hayi,sheissick."

HethendropsthecallandMpumilaughs.

Mpumi:"yeahne,Mamba!"

Mihle:"whatdidhesay?"

Mpumi:"hesaidsheissick."

Nomsa:"whuumara,let'sgo.She'lljoinusnext

time."

TheygooutandtoEastGateanddoalotof

shoppingbutNomsaisworriedaboutherhusband.

*

*

Avela:"didyouhavetolie?"

Mamba:"yeah,iwanttospendthewholedaywith

youindoors."

Avela:"okay,eishihavetogojobhunting."

Mamba:"forwhat?"

Avela:"lookingforajobduuh!Iwon'tspenddaysin



thehotelroomdoingnothingjuststaringatthe

wall."

Mamba:"andwhataboutyourbusiness?Myoffer?"

Avela:"iguessihavetoacceptitbecauseIneedthe

startupbutsomethingisnotsittingwellwithme."

Mamba:"thatis?"

Avela:"whatifwebreakupandyoubelike,the

businessispracticallyminesinceIhelpedstarting

it?"

Mamba:"iwouldneverdothat,ipromiseyouandwe

won'tbreakup.Onlydeathwilldousapart,even

whenoneofusdies,theotherwillhavetofollow."

Theylaugh.

Avela:"ihopeyouain'tusingthebusinessasa

front?"

Mamba:"no,iwon'tdothat.Ihavelegitimate

businesses."

Avela:"like?"

Mamba:"iownaHome,called'Uthando'forkidswho



aredisabledandhandicapped."

Avela:"wow,really?"

Mamba:"yes,iwasowningacoffeeshopthatigave

Thembisinceshecan'twalkawaywithnothing."

Avela:"that'sniceofyouandyoudidagoodthing."

Mamba:"yeah,igotaheartafterall.Itoldmyfriends

thatIwanttoquittheprostitutionringand

trafficking,theyunderstoodmyreasonsexceptfor

Thabani."

Avela:"wowreally?"

Mamba:"yes."

Avela:"imsoproudofyouanddon'tworry,Thabani

willcomearound."

Mamba:"ihopeso."

Avela:"soplease,don'ttryandstopmewhenIam

jobhuntingorpullsomestrings."

Mamba:"iwon'tdoanythingtojeopardizewhatyou

loveokay?"

Avela:"thankyou."



Shekisseshercheek

Avela:"damn!"

Mamba:"what'swrong?"

Avela:"wehavebeenhavingunprotectedsexlately

andohGod!Iamnotreadytofallpregnant."

Mamba:"don'tyouwantmybaby?"

Avela:"Ido,butourrelationshipisstillnew.It'snot

evenamonth."

Mamba:"it'salmostamonthhawu."

Avela:"youknowwhatimtryingtosay,butI'mnot

yetreadytohaveababy."

Mamba:"iunderstandyourconcernsbabybu-..."

Avela:"listen,iwon'tdowhatThembidid,wewill

raiseourkidstogetherbutnowit'sstillearly."

Mamba:"ifyouputitlikethatthenokayandIwant

10kids."

Avela:"yeahright!"

Mamba:"I'mserious,iwantboysonly."



Avela:"whatifIwantgirls?"

Mamba:"eveniftheyaregirls,I'llmakesureboys

stayawayfromthem."

Avela:"ishouldstayawayfromyoualso."

Mamba:"imnotaboyimaman!"

Avela:"whoyoutrynafool?"

Mamba:"hayisukaAvela."

Theylaughandshegetsoffbed.

Avela:"let'sgomakesomefood,imhungry."

Mamba:"igaveittoyougoodthatyougothungry."

Avela:"yousolikeboostingyourego."

TheylaughagainandMambastandsupandwears

hisboxer.

Mamba:"whatdoesmyQueenfeellikeeating?"

Avela:"yourQueenfeelslikesomesweetandsour

dunkedwings."

Mamba:"wellsinceyourKingisameanchef,he'll

makethemforhisQueen."



Avela:"let'sgomyKing."

TheysmileandgotothekitchenandMambagets

cooking.

*

*
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-AWeekLater.

*

ThenewsstruckeveryoneintownthatThabaniis

nomore,hewasfounddeadintheclubtoilets.After

thenewsreachedNomsa,she'sjustamess,she



doesn'teat,bathandgetenoughsleepallshedoes

istocry,dayinanddayout.Thabani'sfamilyis

theretosupporthersinceherfamilydisownedher

whenshemarriedThabani,agangster.She'sinthe

bedroommourningherhusbandof5years.

Nomsa:"myhusbanddidn'tdeservetodie,notlike

that!"

Thabani'Aunt:"allwillbefinesisi."

Nomsa:"no!Iwantmyhusband."

Shesaysgrabbingherandcryingonherchestand

shecomfortsherasshealsoshedsafewtears.

Mpumi:"eish,ifeelforNomsa,hishusbanddidn't

deservethat."

Mihle:"yeahey"

Aknockdisturbsthemandit'sthepolice.

EveryonesitsintheloungeexceptforNomsaand

Mambawasnotthere.

PoliceOfficer:"weknowthisisadifficulttimebut

wehavetodoourjob."



Detective:"whenlastdidyouseeThabani

Ngwenya?"

Senzo:"Mondayafternoon,whenwehadafallout."

Detective:"whatkindoffallout?"

Sabelo:"someuselessargument."

Detective:"argumentthatgothimkilled?"

Tebogo:"no"

Detective:"whereisMamba?"

Senzo:"wedon'tknow."

Detective:"shouldn'thebehere?Hisfrienddied."

Tebogo:"he'llbeherelater,hehadsomethingsto

takecareof."

Detective:"mmmh,ineedyoutocometothepolice

station,onebyoneforquestioning.I'llbeherelater

totakeNomsa'sstatement."

Siphesihle:"giveherabreak,shejustlosther

husband."

Detective:"I'llbeback"



Hestandsupandleaves.

Tebogo:"thisisfuckedup!"

Senzo:"youcansaythatagain."

*

Mamba:"areyousureyouareokaybaby?"

Avela:"yes,justaslightheadache.I'llbefine."

Mamba:"doireallyhavetogo?"

Avela:"yes,yourfriendisnomoresoyoushouldbe

there."

Mamba:"okay.Ifeelbadyouknow."

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"hediedwhenwewerenotonspeaking

terms."

Avela:"allwillbefine,don'tblameyourself.Youare

notthereasonheisdead."

Mambanods.

Avela:"wheneveryouneedtoventorcry,imherefor

youokay?"



Mamba:"thankyoubutIamnotusedtothat."

Avela:"wellyoubettergetusedtoit,imhereforyou."

Mambakissesherandheleaves,hegoesto

Thabani'splace.

Senzo:"wherehaveyoubeenman?"

Mamba:"mywomanhasnotbeenfeelinggood

lately."

Mpumi:"issheokaynow?"

Mamba:"yeah,shejusthasaslightheadache.

Nothingbig."

Tebogo:"thepolicewerehear,theywantusatthe

stationtomorrow."

Mamba:"forquestioning?"

Theynod.

Mamba:"howisNomsaholdingup?"

Mihle:"it'sbad,imaginelosingyourhusband."

Mamba:"mustbetough."

Sabelo:"howarethefuneralpreparationscoming



along?"

Mamba:"everythingisgoingwell,hedeservesa

dignifiedfuneralandthefuneralisgoingtobenext

weekSaturday,wellthat'sifNomsawon'tmind."

Mihle:"shewon't,allwehavetodoiscontinueto

bakethatwilllastusthewholeweek."

Sabelo:"that'syourdepartment."

Mamba:"I'llspeaktoAvelaifshecancomehelpyou

butI'msureshewon'tmind."

Sphesihle:"manyhandswouldmakethejobvery

easy."

Familymembersgettinginandgirlsservingthem

butoneofthemhadtospeak.

Thabani'ssister:"whoareyou?"

Mihle:"yourbrothersfriendandalsohiswifes'."

Sister:"imsurey'allwereafterhismoney!"

Mambaandhisfriendslaughedsohardlookingat

her.

Thabani'ssister:"iseethisisamusing."



Mamba:"youshouldbeacomedian."

Thabani'ssister:"listenhereallofyou,getout.This

isafamilytime!Y'allcancomeonthefuneralday."

Theydecidenottoargueandleave.

Mihle:"aftereverythingwedid,mxm!"

TheygotheirseparatewaysandMambadrivesto

theorganizationheowns,Uthando.Hegreetsthe

staffandgoestocheckonthechildren.Everything

wasstillgood.

Oneofthestaffmemberswalkeduptohim.

Pearl:"sir,sogoodtoseeyou."

Mamba:"it'sbeenlongsinceiwashere."

Pearl:"iheardaboutwhathappenedtoThabani.

Deepcondolences."henods.

Pearl:"I'mhereforyou,whateveryouneed.Callme."

Mamba:"whateverineed,there'ssomeoneiwillcall

notyou."

Pearl:"youmeanThembi?"



Mamba:"justmindyourownbusiness."

Pearl:"butSmanga..."shebrusheshisabsand

Mambalooksather.

Pearl:"room63,Manhattanhotel."

ShemodelsherwayinsomeroomandMamba

shakeshishead.

MambasayshisgoodbyesanddrivestoSheraton

hoteltoseeAvela.HecallsAvelatellingherheisby

thereception.Avelagoestohimthentheygotoher

hotelroom.

Avela:"youbackearly?"

Mamba:"hissisterchasedus,sayingwemustcome

onthefuneralday."

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"saysfamilytime."

Avelanodsthendrinkswater.

Mamba:"areyouokay?'

Avela:"yes."



Mamba:"stillgotaheadache?"

Avela:"idranksomepillsbutitcomesandgoes."

Mamba:"ohmybaby."

Hesayshuggingherandkissesherforehead,he

runshisfingersonherback.

Avela:"stopthat."

TheysitonthebedwithAvelainbetweenhislegs.

Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"baby"

Avela:"doyouevercry?"

Mamba:"no"

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"cryingisfortheweak."

Avela:"sayswho?"

Mamba:"ialwayshadthemindsetthatmendon't

cry."

Avela:"Smanga,it'sokaytocry,letoutallyour

emotions.Don'tbottlethingsup,byshowingyour



emotionsitdoesn'tmakeyouanyweakbutimnot

sayingcryinpublic."

TheylaughandAvelaplayswithhishands.

Avela:"I'llalwaysbetheretowipeyourtears,

comfortyouandbeyourshouldertocryon,okay?"

Mamba:"ihearyou,I'msoblessedtohaveyou."

Avela:"iknowyouare."

Mamba:"mxm,uyaphapha"

Avela:"ineverheardyouspeakisiZulu."

Mamba:"it'sbeenlongsinceIspokeIsiZulu,igotten

usedtospeakEnglishallthetimesinceImet

Teasers.YoucanhardlysayimpureZulu."

Avela:"youshouldstartspeakingIsiZuluthen."

Mamba:"andifIdo,whatdoigetinreturn?"

Avela:"kissesandkisses"

Mamba:"okayandyoualsoZuluright?"

Avela:"mygrantoldmethatmymomisXhosaand

dadZulu."



Mamba:"soyouteachmeIsiXhosa."

Avela:"deal!"

Mamba:"nowgimmeakiss."

Avelaturnstolookathimandtheykiss.

*

*
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Menzi:"youknow,youtheonlywomanforme."

Azania:"really?"

Menzi:"yes,iloveyou.Idon'tevenknowwhyI



marriedZiziphowhenIloveyou."

Azania:"iloveyoutoo."

Menzibrushesherthighsthentheykiss.

Azania:"baby?

Menzi:"yesmylove?"

Azania:"ican'tcontinuestayinginthisflat,it'sso

lonely."

Menzi:"soyouwantahouse?"

Azania:"yes,wherewewillstaytogether."

Menzi:"consideritdone.Nowcomehere."

Azania:"giveme2minutes."

SherunstothebathroomwithMenzi'sphoneand

sendsatexttoZiziphosayingshemustcometo

Azania'sflat.Shethendeletesthetextand

undresses.Shehidesthephonebehindherand

goestoMenzi,sheputsthephonedownandmodels

allthewaytohim.

Menzi:"damn,sosexy."Helickshislipslookingat

Azania'snakedbody.



Azania:"youlikeallofthis?"

Menzi:"iloveit."

Azania:"undress."

Menzidoesasshesaysandheisalsonaked.

Azaniamovesthecoffeetableasideandlaysonthe

matopeningherlegswide.

Azania:"comegetit,it'sallyours."

Menzismilesandgetsontopofher,herubsher

vaginatillitgetswetandheslipshispenisin

makingAzaniamoanpullinghimcloser.

ZiziphogetsreadytogotoAzania'sflatwondering

whyMenzicalledherthere.Shetakeshercarkeys

anddrivesthere.Sheknocksonceandletsherself

in,whatshefindsbreaksherheart.

Zizipho:"MENZI!!"

Menzilooksatherandcontinuesthrustingin

Azania'svagina.

Azania:"yeahbaby,giveittome!"

Menzi:"yourvaginaissonice."



HebitesherneckandZizipholooksatthemwhile

crying,theyswitchpositionsandAzaniagetsontop

ridinghimwhilesqueezingherbreasts.Zizipho

dropstothefloorasshe'shavingdifficultiesin

breathingandtheyjustcontinuehavingsexnot

mindingher.

*

*

Thabani'ssister:"nx,thenerve!"

Nomsa:"what'swiththenoiseNosipho?"

Nosipho:"thoseguysandgirlsclaimingtobe

Thabani'sfriendafterhisinheritance."

Nomsa:"incaseyoudidn'tknow,thosepeopleare

theoneswhohavebeenwithThabanithroughhell

andback?WherewereyouguyswhenThabaniwas

arrestedandneededbailmoney?Thosepeople

werethere,theygothimoutofjail!Wherewereyou

whenheneededahearttransplant?Theywere

thereandhelpedhimgetanewheart!Nowhe'sno

more,theyareplanningadignifiedfuneralforhim

helpingme!Youjustarrivedandwhatdidyoudo?



Nothing.Youseethosetilesyoustandingon?They

helpedhimchoosethem.Thefridgefilledwithall

typesoffoodyoucanimagine,theyBoughtitso

peoplewhocametooffertheirsupportdon'tgo

hungry!Yougotthenervetochasethemout!Make

suretheygetbackherenx!"

Nosipho:"I'msorry.'

Nomsa:"goshoveyouruselesssorrywherethesun

doesn'tshine!Andthosepeople,chosethemost

expensivecasketmoneycanbuy!Somethingyou

can'tafford!"

Shesayslayingonthemattressandclosesher

eyes.

Nosipho:"eish,imessedup."

*

*

Detective:"fromwhaticangather,youwerethelast

girlseenwithMrThabaniNgwenyaonMonday

eveninginthebathroom."

Girl:"true."



Detective:"tellmewhathappened."

Girl:"hegotintheclub,itwerkedforhim,wenttothe

bathroomandwehadsex."

Detective:"didhepayyou?"

Girl:"no"

Detective:"washesupposedtopayyou?"

Girl:"yes"

Detective:"didhe?"

Girl:(silence)

Detective:"imguessno,andhowcomethecameras

weren'tworkingthatday?"

Girl:"howwilliknow?"

Detective:"allthecameraswereworkinginthe

bathroomsandyouknewinthattoilettheyweren't

workingsincethemanagerhadtoldyouandyou

chosethatbathroom."

Girl:"whatareyousaying?Imtheonewhokilled

him?"



Detective:"didyou?"

Girl:"ineedmylawyer"

Detective:"feelfree,justknowMsAmandaNkuna,it's

abouttogetmessy.Themanyouwerewithis

associatedwithMamba."

Amanda:"theeMightyMamba?"

Detective:"shakinginyourboots?Butremember

this,Mambawon'tresttillhefindswhothekiller

whomurderedhisfriendsis.Sleepwithoneeye

open.Youmaygo."

Thegirlleavesandshecursed.

Girl:"imdonefor!"

*

*
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Avela:"Smanga"

ShesaysgrinningandMambalaughs.

Mamba:"whatisit?"

Avela:"I'mcravingforsomethingsweetandsticky?"

Mamba:"mmh"hesmilesandAvelagiggles.

Avela:"immeanthesweetandsourdunkedwings."

Mamba:"yoh,makethemyourself."

Mamba'sphoneringsandheanswers.

Mamba:"yes?"

Zorro:"it'sAmandaNkuna."

Mamba:"getherinthestoreroom,I'llbetherein3

hours."

Zorro:"done."



Hedropsthecallthenitringsagain.

Mamba:"sure."

Spororo:"everythingisdone,allset."

Mamba:"good,nowIwantyoutosetuplunchin

Skyline."

Spororo:"whatthefuck?"

Mamba:"didisayanythingwrong?"

Spororo:"Skyline?That'sthemostexpensive

restauranthereinPretoria!"

Mamba:"actually,makeitinSandton,Pigalle."

Spororo:"Mamba,onlyrichpeopewineanddine

there!"

Mamba:"noamountofmoneycanmakeupforthe

timetheymissedineachotherslives."

Spororo:"igetthatbutthatwillbreakmybank

balance!"

Mamba:"whosaidicare?"

Spororo:"lunchitistomorrowatPigalle."



Mamba:"andrememberit'sawhat?"

Spororo:"surprise."

HedropsthecallandAvelaisnotnexttohim.He

goestothekitchenandfindshermakingfood.

Mamba:"makesomeformetoo."

Avela:"andwhatdoigetinreturn?"

Mamba:"youwannagetarewardforfeedingyour

man?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"don'tworry."

Avelamakessomefoodthenservesthem.

Mamba:"yeahyoucancookbutItakethecup."

Avela:"mxm,justthatIwasn'tplanningto.Waittill

I'mprepared."

Mamba:"ifyousayso."

Avela:"aftereatingimgoingbacktothehotel."

Mamba:"doyouhaveto?"

Avela:"yes."



Mamba:"okay."

Theyfinisheatingandwashthedishes.

Avela:"alldone!"

Mambathinksofatrickandgroans.

Avela:"what'swrong?"

Mamba:"aaahouch,Igotasplittingheadache.I

don'tthinkicandrive."

Avela:"it'sokay,I'llcallacab."

Mamba:"yougonnaleavemeallsick?"

Avela:"it'sjustaheadache,you'llbefine."

Mamba:"pleasedon'tgo."

Avelatakespillsandaglassofwaterandgiveshim.

Hepretendsasifhishandsareshakinganddrops

theglass.

Avela:"ohmygod!Comelet'ssit."

TheyslowlywalktothecouchandMambais

smilinginside.TheysitbutMambamakeshersit

ontopofhimandtheykiss.



Avela:"aren'tyousick?"

HeshakeshisheadnoandasAvelaisabouttoget

offhim,hepullshercloseandcontinuekissing,they

makeoutonthecouch.

*

*

Thembi:"mama,I'msorry."

Lindi:"why?"

Thembi:"IfeltlikeI'mtiredofliving.I'mafailure!"

Lindi:"Thembisile,imsorrysinceIwasharshsince

youarrived.IshouldhavesupportedyoubutImade

youalaughingstock.Pleaseforgiveme."

Theyhugcomfortingeachother.

Thembi:"firstthing,MondaymorningI'mgoingjob

hunting.I'mthinkingofsellingthebeachhousein

CPTsoicangetmoney.Sowecancontinueliving.

I'llusetheR800000Smangaleftmetoextendthis

house."

Lindi:"really?"



Thembi:"yes,I'llbuildyouyourdreamhouse"

Lindi:"I'llbehonoured."

Theyhugagain.

Thembi:"iknowishouldhavedoneitalongtime

ago,iletmoneyblindme.I'msorry"

Lindi:"iforgiveyou."

Thembi:"I'malsosorryforthepainicausedyou,i

reallyam."

Lindi:"enoughapologizing"

Ma'Zetgetsinandsits.

Ma'Zet:"awumafavuke."

Thembi:"uhlalaninikwakho?Usolokoulapha?"

Ma'Zet:"hawuuzomyekaakhulumenamikanje

Mkhozi?"

Lindi:"leaveMa'Zet."

Ma'Zet:"haaMakhi?!"

Lindi:"ngithihamba!"

*



*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:06] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert34.

*

*

Avela:"yousosneaky!"

Mamba:"don'tactlikeyoudidn'tenjoyit."

Avela:"ididn't,yourstrokesneedabitofpractice

hereandthere."

Mamba:"youdidn't!"

Avela:"whatareyougonnadoaboutit?"

Mamba:"arewetalkingaboutthesamestrokes

whichgivesyoucountlessorgasms?"



Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"let'sseeaboutthat."

Hesayscarryingherandtheygoupstairs,heplaces

herontheedgeofthebedandshelaysonherback.

Mamba:"holdyourlegs."

Shedoesashesays,herheadinbetweenthemand

Mambalookingathervaginaandsmiles,hegoes

downonhiskneesandlickshervagina,Avelalet's

goofherlegsandMambastops.

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"ifyouletgoofyourlegs,istop."

AvelanodsandholdsherlegsagainandMamba

lickshertillshereachesherorgasm.

Mamba:"let'sseeifmystrokesneedpractice."

Heinsertshispeniswhichmakesherarchherback

bitingherlipandMambachucklesandcontinues

thrustinginher.

Mamba:"youweresaying?"hesaysgoingfasterand

Avelacan'tholdherlegsanylongerasshe'sfeeling



thepleasure

Avela:"i...wasmmmhaaahkidding."

Mamba:"reallynow?"hegoesevendeeperandAvela

continuouslynodsthenreachesher

orgasm,MambacontinuesthrustingandAvela

cumsagainandMambafollows.

Avela:"itakebackmywords."

Mambachucklesandkissesherbreasts.

Avela:"sinceyoufeelingallfresh,takemeback."

Mambawrapshisarmaroundherwaistand

suddenlysnores.

Avela:"iguessI'msleepingover."

Mamba:"that'swhyIloveyou."

Avela:"hayisuka."

Theylaughandcuddle.

*

*

Azania:"whuudamn!"



Menzilaughsandkissesher.TheyspotZiziphoon

thefloorandshrug.Azania'sphoneringsandit's

Spororo.

Azania:"yes?"

Spororo:"imnotyourfriendAzania."

Azania:"sorry"

Spororo:"cometomyhousein15minutes."

Azania:"okay"

AzanialooksatMenzi.

Azania:"babyigottago."

Menzi:"doyouhaveto?"

Azania:"yeah!"

Shestandsupandgoestothebathroomandbaths,

shegetsdressedinablackshortdressandheels.

MenzilooksatZiziphoandjustsprinklesherwith

water.

Azaniatakessomemoneyandtakesataxiso

Spororo'shouse.



Azania:"imhere."

Spororo:"icansee,nowIhaveasimpletaskforyou.

"

HegivesherasmallblackbottleandAzanialooks

atit.

Azania:"whatshouldido?"

Spororo:"3dropsinAvela'sfoodthendiesinher

sleep."

Azania:"consideritdone."

Spororo:"now,iwantyoutoremovethatdress"

AzanianodsanddoeswhatSpororosays.

*

*

AsAmandawaswalkingtoher2roomedhouse,a

blackGTIstopsbesidesherandshemodels

thinkingshe'sabouttobeaskedout.

Zorro:"helloprettylady."

Amanda:"heyhandsome."



Zorro:"keepboostingmyego,ilikethat."

Amanda:"howcanibeofhelphandsome?"

Zorro:"don'tyouwannajoinme?ActuallyIwould

likeyoutobemydate,there'sabraaiatafriends

houseandIdon'thaveadate."

Amanda:"idon'thaveclothes."

Zorro:"I'llsortthemout,eventhemake-upandhair"

Amanda:"really?"

Zorro:"yesandoh,I'mZolaniandyouprettylady?"

Amanda:"Amanda"

Zorro:"lookingbeautifulAmanda."

Amanda:"thankyou."

Zorro:"getin."

ShegetsinwithouthesitationandZorrodrivesto

SunnyParkMall,theydoabitofshoppingandshe

doesmake-up,putsonaweave,Zorroisjustlooking

ather,howsheiseasilytaken.Shegotdoneand

shewassoexcited.



TheywerenowinZorro'scarandhewasdrivingto

Mamba'swarehouse.

Zorro:"tellmeaboutyou."

Amanda:"well,imAmandaasyouknow,I'm27

workinginaclubandstayingalone.There'snot

muchtotellreally."

Zorro:"soyoungtodie."

Amanda:"what?"

Zorro:"nothing,isaidimimpressed."

Amanda:"whataboutyou?"

Zorro:"minaimjustahustler."

Amanda:"hustler?"

Zorro:"yes,buticantakecareofyou."

AmandasmilesandZorroreachesthedestination.

Amanda:"arewethereyet?"

Zorro:"yes"

Amanda:"butthereisn'tabraaitypeofvibe,idon't

evensensethesmellofbraaimeat,pianosongs



playing?"

Zorro:"relax,it'sinthebackyard."

Amandanodsandtheygetout,theygetinside.The

warehouseislikeanormalroom,ithas3roomsand

1bathroom,kitchen.And1couchwithasmalltv.

Electronicdevicesallover.Zorroleadshertosome

roomwritten"STOREROOM".

Zorro:"waithere,imcoming."

ShegetsinandZorrolocksherinsideandcalls

Mamba.

Mamba:"mmh"

Zorro:"ihopeyouain'tsleeping."

Mamba:"shit!Imonmyway."

HedropsthecallandlooksatAvela,she'ssleeping.

Hekissesherforeheadandtakesashowerthen

getsdressedinallblack.Hetakeshis325iand

drivestothewarehouse.HefindsZorrodrinking

whiskey.

Zorro:"ifeelsorryforyourQueen."



Mamba:"voetsek!"

TheylaughandMambagoestotheStorerom.He

findsAmandalookingaround.

Mamba:"well,well,well!Whatdowehavehere?"

Sheturnsandshefreeezes.

*

*
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Amanda:"Ma..Mamba?"

Mamba:"inthefleshbabygirl."



Heclosesthedoorandwalksuptoher,heplays

withherhair.She'stremblingwithfear.

Mamba:"Amandaright?"

Amanda:"yes"

Mamba:"mmmhyouknow,ithoughtyouwere

smart."

Amanda:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"ohno,don'tmindme.Nowtellmethis,why

didyoukillmyfriend?"

Amanda:"yourfriend?Sir,I'dnevermesswithpeople

closetoyou."

Mamba:"themanyoukilled,isclosetome.Very,very

close."

Amanda:"imsorry."

Mamba:"why?"

Amanda:"hedidn'twantpayme."

Mamba:"soy'allhadsexandhedidn'twanttopay

you?"



Amanda:"yes"

Mamba:"sothat'sthereasonyoukilledhim?"

Amanda:"yes"

Mamba:"here'swhatyouaregoingtodo,youare

goingtostayhereandsinceit'sThursdaytoday,

youaregoingtosleephere,Mondaymoney,youare

goingtothepolicestationandadmitthatyoukilled

him.Areweclear?*

Amanda:"yes"

Mamba:"goodgirl,seeyouonSundayevening.Bye"

Hegetsoutleavingherdumbfounded.

*

*

AzaniagoestothebathroomandshedoesaVoice

messagetellingMambaeverythingthengoesback

andSpororoissleeping.Sheistemptedto

suffocatehimwithapillow.Heshakeshimandhe

wakesup.

Spororo:"what'swrong?"



Azania:"I'mleavingtogettheplaninmotion."

Spororo:"don'tmessup."

Azanianodsthengetsdressed.Shegoesbackto

herflat,there'snosignofMenziandZizipho.She

goestothesinkanddrainsthemedicinethen

throwsthesmallbottle.shegoestothebathroom

andtakesabath,shewearsherpajamasandsleeps.

*

*

AvelawakesupandnoticesMambaisnotnextto

him.Shesighsandmakesthebed.Shegoestothe

bathroomandtakesabathandgetsdressed.She

goesdownstairsandMambagetsin,stillwearingall

black.

Mamba:"heybaby."

Avela:"hi"

Mamba:"whereareyougoingalldressedup?"

Avela:"I'mgoingbacktothehotel."

Mamba:"soearlyinthemorning?"



Avela:"Smanga,isleptaloneandyouwereonlyGod

knowswhere!"

Mamba:"imsorry."

Avela:"I'mleaving,I'lltakeataxi."

Mambagoesclosetoherandholdsherhands.

Mamba:"baby,iwasdealingwiththegirlwhokilled

Thabani."

Avela:"sowhydidyouhavetosneakout?You

couldhaveatleastwokemeupandgivemea

headsup."

Mamba:"imreallysorry."

Avelafoldsherarmsandlooksaside.

Mamba:"ngicelaungixolelesthandwasami?"

Avelasmilesandlooksathim.

Avela:"okayokay,iforgiveyou."

Mamba:"I'llneverdoitagain,especiallywhenyou

sleepingover."

Avela:"good,nowtomakeituptome,gomakeme



breakfast."

Mamba:"letmegotakeaquickshower."

Avela:"hayi,noneed."

Mambasmilesandtheygotothekitchen,Mamba

getsstartedonbreakfast

Avela:"yousaid,youownanorganizationsoIwould

liketosee."

Mamba:"I'lltakeyoutheretomorrow.After

breakfast,igottatakeyouforlunch.It'sasurprise."

Avela:"really?Whereto?"

Mamba:"hayibaby,you'llfindoutsoon."

Avelanodsandhefinishespreparingbreakfast,he

servesthemandhisphonerings.

Mamba:"ntwana."

Senzo:"thatcomedianchangedhermind,wecango

there."

Mamba:"iwonderwhatchangedhermind."

Mamba:"seemslikeNomsagaveherapeptalk."



Theylaughed.

Mamba:"welltodayIwon'tbeabletocome,igota

surpriseformyQueen."

Senzo:"whatkindofsurprise?

Mamba:"askZorroandhe'lltellyou."

Senzo:"I'lldefinitelyaskhim."

Mamba:"ntwana,igottafeedmylady."

Senzo:"vitaminDalltheway!"

Theylaughanddropthecall.

AvelaandMambacontinuehavingbreakfastwhile

conversingtilltheyfinisheating,theydothedishes

andMambatakeshertothehotel.Hethenordersa

dressforheronlineandhasitdeliveredtothehotel.

HethencallsSpororo.

Spororo:"Mamba"

Mamba:"konkekuhambangoline?"(iseverything

goingaccordingtotheplan)

Spororo:"yeah,bookedthePigallerestaurantfor

lunch,askedtheirtopchefstopreparethefood.The



parentsaregettingready."

Mamba:"goodboy."

Spororo:"makesureAvelaisreadyby12:00"

Mamba:"whydoesitseemlikeyoucallingtheshots

now?"

Spororo:"noI'mnot,sorry."

MambadropsthecallandlistenstoAzania'svoice

message.Hethencallsher.

Azania:"relax,ithrewthebottle."

Mamba:"sohewantstokillher?Interesting."

Azania:"heexpectstohearthatshe'sdead."

Mamba:"thenheisinforanothersurprise."

*

*
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Thembi:"mama,don'tworryI'llcooktoday."

Lindi:"don't.Justhelpmebypeelingvegetablesand

Iwillcook."

Theygotothekitchenandtheytakeouteverything

theywillneed.

Lindi:"tellme,howwasitbeingmarriedtoa

gangster?"

Thembi:"itwasgood,he'ssocaringandprotective.

Heproposedafterwestarteddatingand2months

later,weweremarried.Itwastheweddingofmy

dreams."

Lindi:"yourweddingwasbeautiful,isawitonthe

magazines."

Thembi:"thanks,youknowSmangaisthemanwho



wantsyoutobehappyeverytime,healwaysmakes

youfeelhappyandprotected.Andhe'salso

romantic,Avelaissoblessedtohaveamanthat

romantic."

Lindi:"wow"

Thembi:"hemaybeagangsterbuthetrulyknows

howtotakecareofawoman.Youknow,ihope

Avelatreatshimright,respectandloyaltyiswhat

heneeds,he'lltakecareoftherest."

Lindinodsandtheygetstartedoncooking.

*

*

Avelaheadsstraighttothebathroomandtakesa

soothingbath.Shelotionsandaknockdisturbs

her,shewrapsatowelaroundherandgoestoopen.

Shemeetssomeguyandheseemslikeadelivery

guybythewayhewasdressed.

Guy:"heyma'am,imlookingforAvelaMazibuko?"

Avela:"youlookingather."

Guy:"pleasesignthisforme?"



Shesignsandshe'sgivenaboxthatisneatly

wrapped,theguyleavesandAvelaclosesthedoor

andplacestheboxonthebedandopensit.She

findsanote:"whattowearissorted,bereadyby

11:30,iknowyoudon'tlikeheelsbutfortoday

please.LoveSmanga"

Shesmilesandtakesoutthedress,she's

mesmerized.Shetriesitonanditfitsperfectly,it

wasanavybluestraplessdressandfeels.She

combsherfade,shemakesamentalnotetofixher

hair.Sheputsonearingsandputsonalip

gloss,shelooksatherselfandshe'simpressed.

ShecallsMamba

Mamba:"myQueen"

Avela:"ilovethedress,itfitsmeperfectly.Thank

yousomuch."

Mamba:"it'sapleasuresweetheart,areyoudone?"

Avela:"yesiam."

Mamba:"okaythen,I'monmyway.Iloveyou"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."



AveladropsthecallwaitingforMamba.

*

*

Spororoisinhisbedroom,gettingdressed.Afterhe

finishes,hegoesdownstairsfindingAvela'sgogo

andparents.

Avela'smom:"whereareyoutakingus?"

Spororo:"it'sasurprise,y'alldone?"

Theynodandtheygotothecar,theydrivingin

Spororo'sQ7andtheyreachPigallerestaurant.

Theyareshowntheirtable.

Avela'sdad:"whatarewedoinghere?Thisplaceis

notforpeoplelikeus."

Spororo:"justwaitandsee."

Assoonasit's12:00,AvelaandMambaarrive

lookinglikesomepowercouple,theygotothetable

andGogospotsAvela.

Gogo:"A..Avela?"

Avela:"gogo?"



Gogo:"it'smemychild."

Avelarunstoherandtheyhugfordearlife,theyare

cryingineachothersarms.

Avela:"imsorrygogo,fornotreturninghomeasI

hadpromisedyou."

Gogo:"sshit'sokay."

Shebrushesherbackthenwipeeachotherstears.

Spororoclearshisthroatandalleyesareonhim.

EveryonesitsandAvelasitsnexttoMamba.

Spororo:"weareallgatheredhereforafamily

reunion,MamaandBabaMazibuko,I'msorryfor

keepingyouguysfromyourdaughterAvela-.."Avela

interruptshim.

Avela:"whoa,what?!"

Spororo:"Avela,theseareyourparents,Nosihleand

MelusiMazibuko.Theyarealive."

Avelalooksatthem,thenGogo.Gogonods

reassuringherandshestandsandgoestohug

them.It'ssuchanemotionalmoment.

Nosihle:"sogoodtoseeyoumyprincess"



Melusi:"lookathowgrownyouare."

Avela:"it'ssonicetomeetyou."

Spororoclearshisthroatagain,Avelagoestoher

seatandMambaholdsherhandfirmly.

Spororo:"andtheMazibuko'sandGogo,thatman

overthereyouprobablyknowhim.HeisSmanga

Nkosi,knownasMamba.Heisthereasonwhyyou

metyourdaughteraftersolong,ifitwasn'tfor

him,wewouldn'tbehere.BabaMelusi,iknowitold

youthatheistheonegivingyoudrugs,iliedandmy

deepapologies."

Melusi:"iforgiveyou.Smanga,what'syourbusiness

withher?"

Smanga:"wearedatingBaba"

Melusi:"weneedtohaveaseriousconversation."

Smanga:"okaysir"

Nosihle:"thankyoumyson,somuch."

Gogo:"wearereallygrateful."

Nosihle:"there'ssomethingineedtogetoffmy



chest."

Everyonelooksatherlookingforanswersandshe

sighs..

*

*
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Spororo:"whatisit?"

Nosihle:"yearsago,imetBhekiandwedatedandI

gotpregnant.Thattime,Melusiwasstillaskingme

out.ItoldBhekiandhedeniedthepregnancysoi

pinneditonMelusi,sincewehadunprotectedsexa



fewdaysago.Amonthlater,itoldhimiwas

pregnantandhetookcareofmetilligavebirth.

WhenIgavebirth,igavebirthtotwins.Ipaidthe

nursetodeclarethemasdeadsincetheylooked

nothinglikeMelusi.InamedthemSiphosethuand

Siphosami.IgavethemtosomecoupleandMelusi

mournedforalivebabiesthatweren'this.Iwaslater

toldtheothertwinpassedaway,Siphosami.Itwas

afterigavebirthtoAvelaandgavehertogogo

sinceIwasinnostate.WhenSpororofedusdrugs,

iknewheisthealivetwin."

Avela:"whoawhoawhoa!Heismybrother?"

Nosihle:"yes!"

Melusi:"unbelievable!"

Mambaisfiddlingwithhisphone,tellingAzaniato

callSpororotellinghimthatAvelaisnowheretobe

found."

Spororo:"what?Itcan'tbe!"

Nosihle:"yesitis."

Spororo:"allthistime,iwasfeedingthewomanwho



gavemelifedrugs!"

Nosihle:"it'snotyourfault"

Spororo:"ineedair."

HegetsoutandcallsAzania.

Azania:"hey"

Spororo:"throwthebottleaway,iwantheralive."

Azania:"butwhy?"

Spororo:"idon'tanswertoyou"

Hedropsthecallandsighs.

"Sethu?"

HeturnsanditsNosihle.

Spororo:"yeah"

Nosihle:"imreallysorry"

Spororo:"savethatsorryforsomeonewhocares

nx!"

Backatthetable,themoodisverytense.

Avela:"thisistoomuch,pleasetakemehome."



Gogo:"Avela..."

Avela:"pleasegogo,wewillmeettomorrow.NowI

needtogo.Smanga,pleasetakemehome?"

Mambastandsup,takesherhandandtheyleave.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"Ijustneedsleeptheniwillbefine."

HedrovetothehotelandgotoAvela'sroom.

Mamba:"thiswasnothoweverythingwassupposed

toturnout."

Avela:"youknew?"

Mamba:"yeah,fromthedayyoubabysitttedSihle."

Avela:"andyoudidn'ttellme?"

Mamba:"andruinthesurprise?"

Avela:"that'swhyyouwereaskingaboutmy

parents?"

Mamba:"yes"

Avela:"unbelievable!"

Mamba:"ican'tbelievethatSpororoisyourbrother."



Avela:"seemslikeyouknowhim"

Mamba:"ido"

Avela:"mindtellingme?"

Mamba:"ifido,you'llhatehim."

Avela:"soyoudon'ttellme?"

Mamba:"yes,idon'twantyouhatinganyone."

Avela:"ifyousayso."

Mamba:"stillwanttosleep?"

Avela:"nope,icouldthinkofafewthingswecando."

SheremovesherheelsandwalksuptoMamba.

ShekisseshimandMambapullsherclose.

Mamba:"youmybabyareslowlybecomingasex

addict."

Avela:"whatcanbesay?"Sheshrugsandcontinue

kissing.

*

*

Amanda:"hello!Anybodyhere?"



Shebangsthedoorforsomeonetohearherand

open.Theroomwastoohotandshewasreally

sweating.Sheundressedandleftwithundiesonly

Amanda:"pleaseopen,imdyinghere!"

Zorro:"hayithesegirlissonoisy."

Hegoestothestoreroomandopens.

Zorro:"smoko?"

Amanda:"it'sreallyhothere!"

Zorro:"don'tworry,I'lltakecareofthat."

Heclosesthedoortofetchabottleofcoldwater,he

givesherthenlocksherinsideagain.Turningthe

temperatureto0°C.

Hethensmilesandgoestohaveasmoke.

Amandadrinksthewaterandsuddenlyfeelscold.

Amanda:"what'swrongwiththisplace?"

Shedressesupandit'sreallycold,she'sfreezing

andherlipsandtremblingandherbodyshaking.

Shebrushesherarmsandshecries



Amanda:"whathaveigottenmyselfinto?"

*

*

Menziisinhospital,hiswifehasbeensubmitted

buthismindisnotthere.Heisthinkingabout

Azania,hemissesbeinginsidehervagina.He

decidestogotoAvela'sflatbuttheworsehappens,

hiscarcollideswithatruckanditrollstothesideof

theroad.

*

*
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Dayspassed,actuallyaweekanditisthedayofthe

funeral.Everythingwasgoingtoplan,everybody

gettingreadydressedinallblack.

MambaandAvelainMamba'shousegettingready.

MambawearingablacksuitandAvelahelpinghim

withhistie.

Avela:"areyouokay?"

Mamba:"youknow,it'sstillhardtobelieveheis

gone."

Avela:"iunderstand,hewasyourfamily"

Shekisseshischeekandshegetsdressedina

blackdress,blackblazor,heelsandcoveredherhead.

Avela:"whattimedoestheservicestart?"

Mamba:"10:30"

Theygodownstairsandhavebreakfastsinceitwas

abitearly.

*

Nomsaisdonegettingready,lookingathis



husbandspicture.

Nomsa:"imissyousthandwasam"

ShewipeshertearsandtheAuntiesfetchher.They

godownstairsandthefuneralwasgoingtobein

hishouse.Shespotsherfriendsandtheguys,she

wavesandtheysmileather.Everyonegoestothe

tentoutside,it'ssofull,thefamilytakestheirseatat

thefrontwiththepastorpreachingthewordofGod.

Iwon'tgointodetailaboutthefuneralbut

everythingwentwell,ThabaniNgwenywawas

finallylaidtorest.

Nomsahadlockedherselfinthebedroomever

sincetheycamebackfromthegraveyard.Shewas

notcrying,juststaringintoblankspace.Herpuffy

redeyesandnose,shelookedsortoflost.Thedoor

openedanditwasherfriendsalongwithAvela.

Avela:"howareyoufeeling?"

Nomsa:"imisshimalready,itfeelslikemyhearthas

beenrippedoutoffmychestandburiednextto

him."



Mihle:"wearehereforyou."

Nomsanodsandtheyhugher.

*

*

Spororo:"ican'tbelievethatItriedkillingmyhalf

sister."

Guy:"youdidn'tknowboss"

Spororo:"ifeellikeamonster,ifMambatellsher

whatI'vebeenupto,shewillhateme."

Guy:"doyouthinkhewoulddothat?"

Spororo:"anythingispossiblewiththatguy."

Guy:"justprayhedoesn't."

Spororo:"that'swhatIamhopingfor"

HecallsAzania

Azania:"yes!"

Spororo:"I'llpayyouyourmoney,ineedAvelavery

muchalive"

Azania:"R500000oritellhereverything,"



Spororo:"R250000"

Azania:"isaidR500Korelsencncnc!"

AzaniadropsthecallandlooksatMenzi.

Azania:"baby,wakeup.Imissyou"

Menzihadpipesalloverhim,bandageonhishead.

Itlookedverybad!

Ziziphogetsin.

Zizipho:"whatdoyouhavewantyoufilthyrubbish!"

Azania:"callmerubbishagainandyou'llknowme"

Zizipho:"haven'tyoucausedmeenoughgrief

Kodwa?!"

Azania:"thegrieficausedyouisn'tcomparedtothe

griefMenzicausedme!"

Zizipho:"whatdidhedo?"

Azania:"hemademeabor-...actuallynevermind."

AzaniagetsoutandZizipholooksatherhusband

andtearsfallfreely,assheisabouttowalkcloseto

him,shefeelssomeonegrabbingherneckand



suffocatingherbreath,shescreamsandtheperson

runsaway.

Zizipholooksback,coughingandrubbingherneck

wonderingwhothatwas.

*

*
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Avela:"youknowifeelsorryforNomsa,losinga

lovedoneisnoteasy."

Mihle:"yeahhey,ihopeshedoesn'tstarveherself."

Onthatnote,Mambaandhisfriendsgotin.Avela's



phonerang.

Avela:"hello."

Spororo:"hey,it'sSiphosethu."

Avela:"hey,howcanibeofhelp?"

Spororo:"uhm,canwepleasemeet?Ifyoufeel

uncomfortable,youcanbringMambawithyou."

Avela:"canipleasetalktohimfirst?"

Spororo:"haa,youevenneedhispermissiontosee

yourbrother?"

Avela:"I'llgetbacktoyouwiththeanswer."

Spororo:"okaythen."

Aveladropsthecall,theycontinuechillingandas

theyareabouttoleave,aftersayingtheirgoodbyes

toNomsa,Avelafeelsdrowsyandholdsonto

Siphesihle'sarm

Mpumi:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"uhm,yeahijustfeelabitdrowsy."

Mihle:"sitandIwillbringyouwater"



ShesitsandMambasitsnexttoher

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yeahimfine."

She'sgivenwaterthendrinks.

Avela:"canwego?"

Mamba:"shouldicarryyou?"

Avela:(laughs)"no,icanwalk."

Sheslowlystandsupandgototheircars,eachgo

theirseparateways.

Avela:"Siphosethuwantstoseeme."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"idon'tknow."

Mamba:"doyouwanttogo?"

Avela:"idon'tknowbutifigo,I'dliketogowithyou."

Mamba:"wellicanaccompanyyou,idon'tmind"

Avelanodsthenyawns.

Mamba:"feelingsleeping?"



Avela:"yeahandIamsleepy.Pleasetakemeback

tothehotel?"

Mamba:"idon'tmindsinceigotthingstotakecare

of."

MambadrivestoSheratonhotelandassoonas

Avelareachesherroom,shegoesstraighttobed.

*

*

Lindi:"Thembisile,comehere"

Shegoestohermotherwhoisscrollingthroughher

phone.

Thembi:"whatisma?"

Lindi:"doyouknowThabaniNgwenya?"

Thembi:"yeah,heisMamba'sfriend."

Lindi:"wellhepassedaway,hisfuneralisalloverthe

news."

Thembi:"ohGod,poorNomsa.Iwonderhowshe's

holdingup.Ishouldcallherandoffermy

condolences."



Lindi:"notnow,she'sstillmourningsogiveherabit

ofspace."

Thembi:"iunderstandmama"

Lindi:"itmustbenicebeingfamous,yourfuneralis

alloverandbythenumberofpeopletalkingabout

it,itseemshewaswellknown."

Thembi:"hereallywas,he'stheCo-Founderofthe

soupkitcheninSoshanguve."

Lindi:"theonethatwasinneedofsponsors?"

Thembi:"yesandhecamealongandsavedtheday!"

Lindi:"thatwassoniceofhim."

Thembi:"thesoupkitchenthereisnowthebest

soupkitchenthereisinPretoria."

Lindi:"hehadaheartafterall."

*

*

MambadrivestoSpororo'shouseandfindshim

drinkingwhateverhewasdrinking.



Spororo:"whereisAvela?"

Mamba:"awwbrotherinlaw."

Hesitsdownandputsonelegontopoftheother.

Spororo:"iexpectedtoseeAvela."

Mamba:"why?"

Spororo:"iwantedtobondwithher."

Mamba:"bondorkillher?"

Spororo:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"youwantedherdeadremember?"

Spororo:"yesbutnow,iregretit."

Mamba:"isit?"

Spororo:"yes.Didyoutellher?"

Mamba:"no,iwon'ttellherbecauseifido,she'llhate

you.Soifyouwannatellher,it'stotallyuptoyou."

Spororo:"thankyouman,iwouldn'tdare."

Mamba:"good,soaren'tyougonnaoffermeaglass

brotherinlaw?"



Spororochucklesandpourshimaglass,Mamba

sniffstheglassandlooksatSpororo.

Mamba:"isthisHennessey?"

Spororo:"yes,youdon'tlikeit?"

Mamba:"it'sactuallymyfavorite."

*

*
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Azania:"doyouhavemymoney?"

Spororo:"areyouseriouslythreateningme?"



Azania:"uzongenzani?"

Spororo:"ihopeyouknowwhatyouaregetting

yourselfinto."

SpororodropsthecallandAzaniashakesherhead.

Azania:"thisonedoesn'tknowme."

Aknockdisturbsherandshegoestoopen.

Azania:"whatdoyouwant?"

Zizipho:"iwanttoknowwhatdoyouwantfrommy

husband?"

Azania:"yourhusband?"

Zizipho:"Menzinx!"

Azania:"howaboutyoutellyourhubbytostayaway

fromme?"

Zizipho:"youaretheonewhokeepsfollowinghim

aroundlikealovestruckpuppy!"

Azania:"hahahalol."

ZiziphoslapsandAzaniaholdshercheek.

Azania:"yousodesperateforhimsothatyouslap



me?"

Zizipho:"stayawayfrommyman!"

Sheclicksandgoestoherhouse,shefindsher

motherinlaw.

Nombuso:"areyouokay?"

Zizipho:"no,imnot!"

Nombuso:"what'sup?"

Zizipho:"Menziischeatingonmemama!"

Nombuso:"ohshame."

Zizipho:"really?

Nombuso:"whatdoyouwantmetosay?"

Zizipho:"don'tyouseewhatyoursonisdoing?"

Nombuso:"angishoyoudon'twanttogivehim

children."

Zizipho:"soit'smyfault?"

Nombuso:"ifyouweregivinghimbabies,he

wouldn'thavecheated"

Zizipho:"kodwama"



Nombuso:"ifitwereuptome,I'dsayhetakesa

secondwife!"

Nombusostandsupandgoestothekitchenleaving

Ziziphofuming.

Zizipho:"yeahne!"

*

*

AfterleavingSpororo'shouse,hegoestothe

warehousefindinghisfriends.

Senzo:"hayiminashame,imisstheadrenaline

rush."

Mamba:"samehere,howaboutwedotheinand

out?"

Tebogo:"imgame."

Sabelo:"sowhatarewegoingtodowiththe

prostitutionandhumantraffickingring?"

Mamba:"iguessihavetodestroyit.Ihavetomeet

withthepartnersonMondayandtellthem

everything."



Tebogo:"MrYuangissonotgoingtobehappy."

Mamba:"he'llhavetosuckitup."

Sabelo:"youknowhealwayswantsthingsgohis

way."

Mamba:"notthistimearound.We'llmeetaround

23:00"

Theynodandtheygettheirequipmentsreadythen

goourseparateways.

MambagoestoUthando,checkingoneveryoneand

everythingisgoingaccordingly.Asheisaboutto

leave,Pearlstopshim.

Pearl:"youarebecomingaregularlately."

Mamba:"iguessit'sbecauseIowntheplace."

Pearl:"andwedon'tmind,I'vebeenwaitingforyou

forsometimenow."

Mamba:"waiting?"

Pearl:"yeahyouknow,icansatisfyyourneeds."

Mamba:"there'ssomeonewhoissatisfyingthem

already."



Pearl:"icandoabetterjobthanher."

Mamba:"sayswho?"

Pearl:"iknowican."

Mamba:"stopfoolingyourself"

PearlkissesMambabuthepushesheraway.

Mamba:"ifyoustillwanttokeepyourjob,you'llquit

whatyoudoing."

Pearl:"Iknowyouwantme."

Shekisseshimandthistime,Mambakissesher

backandPearl'sfriendtakesaPicture.

Mamba:"thisiswrong"

Hepushesherawaythatshealmostfalls.

Mamba:"thisneverhappened,areweclear?"

Pearl:"yes"

Mambagoestohishousethinkingaboutwhathe

justdid.

Pearl:"oh,itdidhappenSmangaNkosi."

Shesmiles,herfriendsendsherthepicture.She



looksatit.

Pearl:"thisisgonnaworkforme,verywell."

*

*
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Mambareacheshishouseandregretwashesover

him.

Mamba:"damn!"

HetakeshisphoneandwantstocallAvelabut

decidesagainstit.



Mamba:"ihopeshedoesn'ttellher."

Hisphoneringsandanswersit.

Mamba:"sure"

Pearl:"heybaby"

Mamba:"Pearlwhatdoyouwant?"

Pearl:"iwantyoutobemyboyfriend."

Mamba:"youwant?"

Pearl:"yesandIamnotbeggingyou!"

Mamba:"orwhat?"

Pearl:"orelse,littleMissAvelaknowsthatweslept

together."

Mamba:"what?Yousickwena"

Pearl:"imgivingyouanhourtogivememyanswer

orlittleAvelaknowsthetruth."

Mamba:"youwouldn'tdare."

Pearl:"trymebaby,tryme."

Shedropsthecallthensendsatextsaying:"1hour

left,ticktock."



Mambastandsupandgoestohiscar,hedrivesto

thehotel.HecallsAvelatolethimknow.Hegoesto

herroomandshelooksweird.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme,ifeel

somehow."

Mambagetsinandtheysitonthecouch.

Mamba:"baby,igottatellyousomething."

Avela:"whatisit?"

Mamba:"i-..."

Avela:"wait,letmemakesomethingtoeat.Im

starving!"

Mambanodsandsheordersroomservice.

Avela:"mmh,ismell.Letmetakeabath."

Mamba:"hayibaby,youdon'tsmell."

Avela:"ohsoyouwantasmellygirlfriend?"

Mamba:"ifit'syou,thenidon'tmind."

Shedoesn'tmindhimandgoestotakeabath.



MambasighsthenPearlcalls.

Mamba:"what?"

Pearl:"timeisup!"

Mamba:"yousaidanhourso40minutesleft."

Pearl:"don'tyoudaremesswithme"

Shedropsthecall,secondslaterAvela'sphone

beeps.Mambarushestoitandluckilyitwas

unlocked,heopensitandit'sapictureofhimand

Pearlkissing.Hedeletesit.

Avela:"whatareyoudoingwithmyphone?"

Mamba:"ohnothingbaby."

Avelanodsandgetsdressed.

Mamba:"aren'tyoumoisturizing?"

Avela:"no"

Shethensitsontopofhim,aknockdisturbsthem.

Avela:"mustberoomservice."

Shegetsupandopensandit'sroomservice.

Avela:"thankyou."



Sheclosesthedooraftertakingthefood.

Avela:"let'seat"

Mamba:"noimfine"

Avela:"areyouokay?"shesayschewingherfood.

Mamba:"ikissedsomegirlattheorganization."

Avela:"okay"thenitregistersinhermind,shestops

eating.

Avela:"whatdidyousay?"

Mamba:"ikissedPearlatUthando."

Avela:"why?"

Mamba:"ididn'tmeanto,shekissedmefirst."

Avela:"ho-..aaah!"

Mamba:"areyouokaybaby?"

Hesaysgettingclosetoher,she'sholdingher

abdomen

Avela:"ijustgotacramp,nothingserious."

Mamba:"idon'tlikeitwhenyounotgoodbaby"



Avela:"I'lltakepainkillersiftheypersistentandtake

anap."

Mamba:"okay,babyI'mreallysorry."

Avela:"canipleasebealone?"shesaysrubbingher

stomach.

Mamba:"icandothatforyou."

Avela:"noa-.."

Mamba:"please"

Shesighsandlaysonthebed,Mambaisrubbing

herabdomenandshefallsasleep.

Mamba:"imsosorry."

Hekissesherforehead.

*

*

Mambaandhisfriendsaregettingreadytogofor

theirmission,it's23:50.Theyareallarmedand

ready.

Mamba:"ready?"



Senzo:"let'shittheroad!"

TheygetinablackGTIandgotothebank.It'sso

quiet,Sabelogoesoutandplantsabomb,for45

secondsandtheywaitinthecar.

45secondsthebombexplodesandmoneyisall

over,theygooutandfillupthebags,analarmgoes

offandtheyrushinthecarandspeedofftothe

warehouse,astheyspeedingtheynoticearoad

block.

Mamba:"shit!"

HemakesaU-turnbutnoticethepolice,theyquickly

shuffleandbagsunderthefrontseats.

SabeloputsasilenceronagunandshootsTebogo.

Tebogo:"whatthehell!"

Sabelo:"wegonnatellthepolicewerushingyouto

thehospital."

There'saknockonthewindowandMambarollsit

down.

PoliceOfficer:"ah!Ifitisn'tthemightyMamba!"



Mamba:"howcanibeofhelpZondi?"

Zondi:"whereareyouheadedtoinsuchspeed?"

Mamba:"NetcarePretoriaEastHospital,asyoucan

seemyfriendisshot."

Zondi:"whathappened?"

Mamba:"myfriendisloosingbloodandyouasking

meendlessquestions"

Zondi:"imwatchingyouNkosi."

Mamba:"that'ssocute,canigonowbeforeIlose

myfriend?"

Zondi:"feelfree"

Mambaspeedsofthentakesadifferentrouteand

goestothewarehouse.

Mamba:"pheww!Thatwassoclose!!"

Tebogo:"guysimdying!"

Mamba:"quitdrama,youwon't."

Theygetinandcallsomedodgydoctortocome

helpTebogo.



Mamba:"imsotired!We'llcountthemoney

tomorrow."

Theystashitinthesafesandgototheirhouses,

MambasendsamessageapologizingtoAvela.

Pearlcallshimandheanswers.

Mamba:"yeah."

Pearl:"whydoesitsoundyouain'tsleeping?"

Mamba:"what'syoursurname?"

Pearl:"youwannameetmyunclesalready?"

Mamba:"whatisyoursurname?"

Pearl:"PearlMabuza"

Mamba:"okay"

HedropsthecallandcallsZorro.

Zorro:"NkosiYam"

Mamba:"iwantyoutofindPearlMabuza,sheworks

atUthandoandIwanthertojoinAmanda"

Zorro:"done."

Mamba:"yizo!"



Hedropsthecallandgoestotakeashower.

Zorro:"ncncnc!Ifeelsorryforyougirly."

Hesayslookingatherpicturesonthelaptop.

*

*
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Avelawakesupandshe'sstarvingandknowing

roomservice,itmighttaketime.ShecallsMamba.

Mamba:"goodmorningbaby."

Avela:"uhmmorning"



Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yes,pleasebringmesomefood."

Mamba:"food?Whydon'tyouorderroomservice?"

Avela:"areyougoingtodoitorwhat?"

Mamba:"giveme15minutes"

Aveladropsthecall,shemakesthebedandtakesa

bath.Shegetsdressedinashortjumpsuitand

sandals.Herphonerings.

Avela:"hello"

Caller:"hey,it'sNosihle."

Avela:"ohheymo..m"

Nosihle:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yesiamgoodandyou?"

Nosihle:"imgood,iwaswonderingifyoucanhave

lunchwithus.That'sifyouareavailable."

Avela:"I'dloveto."

Nosihle:"thankyou,I'dsendyoutheaddress."

Avela:"okay"



Shedropsthecallandthere'saknock,it'sMamba

carryingapaperbag.Avelasnatchesitandopensit.

Avela:"youaregodsent!"

Mambashakeshisheadsmilingandgetsin.Avela

sitsontopofhimandstartseating.

Mamba:"howareyoufeeling?"

Avela:"imgood"shecontinueseating.

Mamba:"youmybabyaremuchofaneaterlately."

Avela:"so?"

Mamba:"uhhnothing"

Avela:"mymomhasinvitedmeforlunchtoday"

Mamba:"imsureyouareexcited."

Avela:"yeah"

Mamba:"imhappyforyou"herunshisfingersonher

back.

Avela:"pleaseaccompanymetothesalon?"

Mamba:"wannachangeyourhairstyle?"

Avela:"yeah,imtiredofthisone"



Mambawatchesasshe'seatingandhe'sallsmiles.

Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"yessthandwasam?"

Avela:"whydidyoukissher?"

Mamba:"iguessIgotcaughtupinthemoment."

Avela:"doyouloveher?"

Mamba:"no"

Avela:"whatifyoudevelopfeelingsforher?Imean

itstartswithjustasimplekiss."

Mamba:"noiwon't.Myheartonlybelongsto

you,onlyyouAvela.Iwon'tloveanyonethewayi

loveyou."

Avela:"mmh"

Mamba:"iregretkissingheranditdidn'tevenlast

long.Iwon'trushyoutoforgiveme,takeyourtime."

TearsfallfromAvela'seyesandMambalooksat

her.

Mamba:"what'swrongbaby?"



Avela:"whatyousaidgotmeemotional."

Mambachucklesandwipeshertears.

Mamba:"yousuchacrybaby."

Avela:"whatever."

Mamba:"iloveyouandonlyyouokay?"

Avelanodsandshefinisheseating,Mambatakes

hertothesalonandthistimeshedecidestodye

herhairblack.

Mamba:"shorthairsuitsyoubaby"

Avela:"thankyou"

Theypayandmaketheirwayout.

Avela:"imsohungry"

Mamba:"haababy,youateabout45minutesago"

Avela:"soyouwanttostarveme?It'sokay"

SherushesgoingtothetaxirankandMamba

followsher

Mamba:"baby,whoa!"

Sheholdsherwaistandshelooksathimwitha



deadlylook.

Mamba:"baby,whatiswrongwithyou?Youare

moody!"

Avela:"leavemealone!"

Mamba:"chocolatemilkshake?"

Avela:"mxm."

Mamba:"doritos?"

Avela:"2milkshakes,let'sgo."

TheymaketheirwaytoSteersandorder3

milkshakes.

Mamba:"baby?"

Avela:"Smanga?!"

Mamba:"youknow,I'msuspectingthatyouare

pregnant."

Avela:"whyareyousayingthat?"

Mamba:"whenlastdidyouhaveyourperiods?"

Avela:"uhm,whatisthedatetoday?"

Mamba:"it'sthe19th."



Avela:"oh,mymenstruationisbetweenthe15thand

20th."

Mamba:"mmmmh"

Theirorderarrives,theywalktothecar

Avela:"holdhere"

Shegiveshertheothermilkshakewhilesheenjoys

theother

Mamba:"howwillienjoyminewhenIamholding

yours?"

Sheshrugsandgiggles.

*

*

Avelareachesherparentshouseand

knocks,Nosihleopensandsmiles.

Nosihle:"youmadeit?"

Shenodsandsmiles.

Nosihle:"comegiveyourmotherahug."

Theyhugthengetinside.There'sMelusiandGogo.



Avelagreetsthenjoinstheminthediningtable.

Gogo:"lookinggoodmyprincess"

Avela:"thankyougogo"

Melusi:"thatNkosiboymustbetreatingyouwell."

Avela:"heis."(smiles)

Gogo:"doyoulovehim?"

Avela:"yesgogo."(shesmilesandlooksdown)

Melusi:"mmh,youevenglowing."

Avelagigglesandtouchbasewithherparentsthen

Nosihledishesoutforeverything.

Melusi:"isyourrelationshipwithhimthatserious?"

Avela:"yes"

Melusi:"ihopeyouarestillsealed."

AvelalooksatherMom.

Nosihle:"hayibaba,that'senough."

Melusi:"iwasjustasking."

Nosihle:"hayibaba"



Gogo:"let'seateveryone."

Theyprayandstarteating,Melusikeptstaringat

Avela.

Melusi:"ineedtoseethatboyofyours"

Avela:"I'lllethimknow."

Gogo:"youknow,ineverI'dseeyouagain"

Avela:"ifailedtokeepmypromise,thatiwasgonna

comebackhome."

Gogo:"it'sokay,iunderstoodyouwerebusywith

yourbooks."

Avelanodsandtheycontinueeatingand

conversing.

*

*
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Nosihle:"younolongeravirginright?"

Avelaturnsandit'shermother,shewaswashing

dishes.

Avelalooksdownandplayswithherfingers.

Nosihle:"igotmyanswer."

Avela:"imsorryifisortofdisappointed."

Nosihle:"iamnotmad,youareoldenoughtomake

yourowndecisions."

Avelanods

Nosihle:"ihopeyouareplayingitsafe?"

Avelanervouslygigglesandcontinueswashing

dishes.

Nosihle:"youknow,ialwayswishedtobeinyour

life,watchyougrow,gotoschool,attendyour



graduation."

Avelalooksatherandshehastears

Avela:"don'tcry,imhere.Itmaybealittletoolate

butwecanhavethatmotheranddaughterbond."

Nosihle:"I'dlovethat.Caniask?"

Avela:"okay?"

Nosihle:"wheredoyoustay?"

Avela:"Sheratonhotel"

Nosihle:"atahotel,whosepayingforyourstay?"

Avela:"igotsomemoneysoiam,fornowimstilljob

huntingsinceIcancontinuepaying."

Nosihle:"youarenotworking?"

Avela:"iwasbutigotfired."

Nosihle:"why?"

Avela:"canwepleasenottalkaboutit?"

Nosihle:"okay.SoisittruethatSmangaisMamba?

IonceheardSiphosethucallinghimthat."

Avela:"yesit'strue."



Nosihle:"youaredatingagangsterAvela?"

Avela:"yes."

Nosihle:"ohmyGod!Doesheevenloveyou?"

Avela:"yes"

Nosihle:"there'snothingthatIwoulddotochange

yourmindsoIguessisupportyourrelationship."

Avela:"thanks,whydoesdadwanttoseehim?"

Nosihle:"tofindoutwhatarehisintentionswith

you."

Avelanodsandcontinueswashingthedishes.

*

*

AsPearlwasonherlunchbreak,thinkingabout

Mamba,herfrienddisturbsher.

Ntombi:"thinkingabouthim?"

Pearl:"yes,ican'tseemtogethimoutofmymind.It

isclearthatilovehim."

Ntombi:"mmh,sowhatdidyoudowiththe



pictures?"

Pearl:"isentthemtoAvela.I'msurethepoorgirlis

cryingrightnow,depressed."

Ntombi:"uhh,actuallyno."

Pearl:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ntombi:"isawthemtogetheratMenlyn,having

milkshakes."

Pearl:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ntombi:"exactlythat."

Pearl:"maybeshehasn'tseenthepicturesyet."

Ntombi:"whatifhetoldherthetruth?"

Pearl:"hewouldnotdare!"

ZorroapproachesthemandNtombiisallsmiles

Ntombi:"mmhlookatthathulk!"

Pearl:"yeah,heisgoodlookingbutmySmanga

takesthecup."

Ntombirollshereyesbored.

Zorro:"helloladies."



Ntombi:"hi"(shebitesherlip.)

Zorro:"uhm,MissPearl,Smangaisaskingforyou."

Pearl:"didyoujustsaySmanga?"

Zorro:"yes,heaskedmetofetchyou"

Pearl:"let'sgo."

ShestandsupandwinksatNtombi,theygoto

Zorro'scar.

Pearl:"whereishe?"

Zorro:"imnotallowedtotellyousinceit'sa

surprise."

Pearlblushesandnods.Zorrodrivestothe

warehouse.Heparksbythedrivewayandgetout.

Pearl:"isitwherethesurpriseis?"

Zorro:"yes"

Pearl:"butiwasexpectingatPigalleorsomewhere

expensive."

Zorro:"wellimfollowingorders."

TheygetinandheleadshertotheStoreroom.



Amandaissleeping,thetemperatureiscool.Zorro

pushesPearlinandlockstheminthenmakesacall

toMamba.

AmandawakesupandlooksatPearl.

Amanda:"iguessyoumessedwithMambaor

someoneclosetohim."

Pearl:"whatdoyoumean?"

Amanda:"whyareyouhere?"

Pearl:"Smangaplannedasurpriseforus."

Amanda:"yeahne,theyreallytrickedyou!"

Pearl:"huh?"

Amanda:"youmessedwiththewrongpeople

honey."

AmandacontinuestosleepleavingPearlconfused.

*

*

Afterleavingherparentshouse,shetakesataxito

Mamba'shouse.Sheknocksthenlet'sherselfin.



ShefindsMambaandhisfriendscountingalotof

money.

Avela:"hey,I'msorryifIamdisturbing."

Shethengoestothekitchentomakesomefood,as

sheiseatingsheisscrollingherphone.Mamba

getsinthenkisseshercheek.

Mamba:"areyougood?"

Shenodswithhermouthfulloffoodandher

friendsgetinwithblackbags.

Sabelo:"awwhisQueen."

Avelasmiles.

Tebogo:"areyousureyougoingtofinishthat

plate?"

Avela:"yes"

Theplatehadnoodles,viennas,cheeseandsome

slicedtomatoeswithaglassfullofjuice.

Senzo:"Mambawhatdidyoudo?"

Mamba:"hayileaveme."



Avela:"whathappened?"

ShesaidpointingatthebandageonTebogo.

Tebogo:"aah,nothingbig."

Avelanodsandcontinueseating.Thefriendsstay

forsometimethensaytheirgoodbyes.Avelagulps

downthejuice.

Avela:"imsofull."

Mambalaughsthenputsthedishesinthesink.

Mamba:"ngiyakuthandayezwa?"

Avela:"yebo,ngiyakuthandanami."

Shethengigglesandtheykiss,Mambaplacesher

onthecountertopandgetsinbetweenherlegs.

*

*
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Pearl:"hey,wakeup."

ShesaysshakingAmandaupandAmandalooksat

herbored.

Amanda:"whatdoyouwant?"

Pearl:"whyareyouhere?"

Amanda:"whatdoyouwanttoknow?"

Pearl:"everything."

Amanda:"oneMondaynight,ThabanicamewhereI

worked,atastripclub.Itwerkedforhimandthe

nextthing,wearehavingsexatthebathroom.I

wantedhimtopayhimandheaskedformy

bankingdetailsandIdidn'twanttogivehim.Long

storyshort,istabbedhimandthepolice

investigatedme,theysaidthemanIkilledis

associatedwithMamba,trustmeiwasterrified,that



guywhichboughtyouhere,fooledmeandsaidwe

aregoingtohaveabraainotknowinghewas

bringingmehere.ThenMambacameherehimself,

trustmeiwasterrified.HesaidonMondaymorning

imgoingtotellthepoliceeverything.He'llseeme

todayeveningsincetomorrowimgonnaconfess.I

killedhisfriend.That'swhyimhere,sometimesthe

temperaturebeverycoldthenthenextblazinghot!"

Pearl:"whathaveigottenmyselfinto?"

Amanda:"whyareyouhere?"

Pearl:"ikissedhim,tookapicture,threatenedto

sendittoAvelahisgirlfriendbecauseIwantedhim

tobemyboyfriend."

Amanda:"girl!"(laughing)

Pearl:"eish"

Amanda:"yabo,Thabaniwasverycloseto

Mamba,Mambalovedhimbecausetheywere

friendssoyouwantedtobreakhimupwiththe

personheloves?Phelatheloveyousharewithyour

girlfriendisverydifferentfromtheloveyoushare

withyourfriend.WhatIcansayisthat,youdug



yourgrave.Youknowificouldturnbackthehands

oftime,Iwouldhavejustgivenhimmybanking

details.I'mgoingtojailformaybe25years!"

Pearl:"anythingicandotoconvincehim

otherwise?"

Amanda:"iwouldn'teventry,phelayoumessedwith

histerritory,someoneheloves.Ifyouhadshown

herthosepictures,shewouldhavemaybecriedand

doyouthinkhe'denjoyseeinghercry?"

Pearl:"no"

Amanda:"ncncnc!Thatmanisdangerous,no

wonderheisfeared!"

Pearl:"yoh"

Thetemperaturechangesandit's0°C.

Amanda:"yousee?Ithasbegun.It'sjustatasteof

whattheyaregoingtodotoyou.Let'shopethat

youwon'tfreezetodeath."

Amandagoestothecornerandsitsdown,Pearl

is..terrified.

*



*

Avela:"hayi,imgonnaabstainfromhavingsexwith

you."

Mamba:"what?Why?"

Avela:"youdon'texpectmetoanswerthat."

Mamba:"ifyouain'thavingsexwithmethenwho

willyoubehavingsexwith?"

Avela:"I'lljuststayawayfromsex"

Mamba:"you?Stayawayfromsex?Lol."

Avela:"yesme"

Mamba:"stopfoolingyourselfplease."

Avela:"hayisuka!Anywaymydadwantstoseeyou."

Mamba:"when?"

Avela:"idon'tknowwhen"

Mamba:"wellanytimeiamavailable."

Avela:"aren'tyoufreakedout?"

Mamba:"nope,iknowhewillbeaskingme

questionsandIwillbereadytoanswerthem



withouthesitation."

Avela:"okayifyousayso.HeevenaskedifIamstill

aVirgin."

Mamba:"andwhatdidyousay?"

Avela:"icouldn'tanswerhim."

Mamba:"youshouldhavesaid,'theeMightyMamba

ismyvirginitybreaker,whaty'allgonnadoabout

it'?"

AvelalaughssomuchandhehitsMamba'schest

andhechuckles.

Avela:"youarecrazyyhuu!"

Mamba:"iloveseeingyousmile,laugh,ienjoy

seeingthose.Thosedeepdimplesyerr!Yoube

drivingmemad"

Avela:"iloveyou"

Mamba:"iknow,givemeakiss."

*

"



-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:10] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert45

*

*

AfewweekshaspassedandAmandaisinjail,

Mambatoldherthatshe'llstaythereforabouta

yearthengetheroutwhenhethinkshehaslearned

herlesson.Pearl?WellPearlhasbeenstayingat

thestoreroomforawhile,Mambahasbeenpaying

heravisitonceaweek.

Shehasbeensortofdepressedorissheloosing

hermind?Hayiasazi.

Nomsa?Wellshehasbeenslowlygettingusedto

thefactthatherhusbandisnolongercomingback.

Shehasevengoingbacktowork,sheisafashion



designer,Avelaandherfriendshavebeenagreat

supportsystem.

NtombilastsawherfriendwhenZorrocameto

fetchherandshereportedhertothepoliceasa

missingperson,theytriedsearchingforZolanibut

nooneknowswhoheisexceptMambaandhis

associates.

Avelalatelyhasbeenverymoodythatitsometimes

irritatesMamba,shesleepsalotnottomentionthat

herandfoodarebestoffriendslately.

*

Avelawakesupandrushestothebathroomand

vomits.Shekneelsbythetoiletseatforafew

minutesthengetsupfeelingdrainedandbrushes

herteeth.Sheflushesandtakesashower,sheis

goingtothedoctor.Shemakesherbedandgets

dressedthentakesherphoneandsomemoney,she

goestoWimpytohavesomebreakfastthengoesto

thedoctor.

Doctor:"howcanibeofhelp?"

Avela:"wellihavebeenfeelingofflately"



Doctor:"pleaseelaborate."

Avela:"imeatingalot,sleepyandalsovomitalot."

Doctor:"mmhanythingelse?"

Avela:"feelingdizzy,headacheandsomecrampsin

myabdomen."

Doctor:"haveyoubeenplayingitsafe?"

Avela:"uhh..wait,imightbepregnant?"

Doctor:"whenlastdidyouhaveyourperiods?"

Avela:"yoh,istheresomethingcalledperiods?idon't

remember."

Doctor:"wewilltaketests,apregnancytest"

Hegivesheracupthatshepeesinandgivesitto

thedoctor,thedoctortakesitandtestsit.

Doctor:"let'swaitforabout5minutes."

Avelanodsandherimaginationisrunningwild,

whatifshe'spregnant?Whatwillherparentssay?

Mamba?

Doctor:"sotellmeprettylady,anyluckymaninyour



life?"

Avela:"yes"

Thedoctortakesaprettygoodlookatherand

curses.

Doctor:"shit!AreyouTheeMamba'sgirl?"

Avela:"yeah"sheanswersannoyed.

Doctor:"imsorryididn'tmeantoaskthat

question,pleasedon'ttellMamba."

Avela:"iwon't"

Doctor:"thatmanisananimal!Howdoyouhandle

him?"

Avela:"igotmyways."

Thedoctornodsandcomeswithapregnancytest.

Doctor:"congratulationsMa'amyouare8weeks

pregnant.Iamgonnaneedyoutocometomorrow

forascanandallthat."

Avela:"wow,okaythanks."

Doctor:"carryingalittleblackmamba,youmustbe



happy."

Avela:"don'tyoudarecallmychildablackmamba

nx!"

Shestandsupthentakesthepregnancytestthen

goestotheHotel.

Avela:"soI'mpregnant?Wow"

ShetakesherphoneandcallsGogo.

Gogo:"hellomyprincess"

Avela:"howareyougogo?"

Gogo:"imgoodandyou?"

Avela:"imgood,igotgoodnews"

Gogo:"imlistening"

Avela:"impregnant"

Gogo:"ohmyGod!Imsohappyforyou.(ululates)

Smangamustbehappy."

Avela:"Ihaven'ttoldhimyetandpleasedon'ttell

mamaandbaba"

Gogo:"yoursecretissafewithme.Imsohappy."



TheyspeakforawhileandMambagetsin.

Mamba:"sthandwasami."

Avela:"heyyouandIseeyouboughtfood,youarea

lifesaverthatiswhyIloveyou."

Mamba:"youlovemebecauseIalwaysbringfood?"

Avela:"yes"

Aveladishesupforthemandtheyeat.

Mamba:"yesterdayimetupwithyourdad."

Avela:"ohandIwasn'ttold?"

Mamba:"heambushedme."

Avela:"howwasit?"

Mamba:"itwasterrifyingandheaskedme

bombasticquestionsyhuu!"

Avelalaughsandtheycontinueeating.

Avela:"impregnant."sheblurtsoutandMamba

stopseating.

Mamba:"what?"

ShegiveshimthepregnancytestandMambalooks



atitthenher.

Mamba:"howmanyweeks?"

Avela:"8"

Mambagivesherthepregnancytestthenstandsup.

Mamba:"i-.."wordsstuckinhismouthandherushes

out,hespeedsoffleavingAvelashocked.

Avela:"he..heisnothappyasithoughthewould

be."

Shecurlsuponthebedandcries.

Mamba:"she'spregnant?Damn!"

*

*
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Melusi:"youknow,Smangaain'treallythatbad."

Spororo:"yeahright!"

Melusi:"heseemstohavepureintentionsforAvela."

Nosihle:"agangsterwithpureintentions?"

Melusi:"yeah,youcanseeaboutthewayhespeaks

aboutAvelathathetrulylovesher."

Nosihle:"hecouldbefakingitforallweknow."

Spororo:"heisnot,heevendivorcedhiswifeThembi

forher."

Melusi:"wow,really?"

Spororo:"yes.Imagineawholeslayqueenfora

waitress."

Nosihle:"she'sawaitress?"

Spororo:"was.Shelostherjob."

Nosihle:"soSmangaissupportingherfinancially?"



Spororo:"seemslikeit."

Nosihle:"idon'tlikeit."

Melusi:"mywife,leaveit.She'shappywithhim."

Nosihle:"ihopeshedoesn'tgetpregnant."

Melusi:"don'tyouwanttobeagrandma?"

Nosihle:"idobutagangsterschild?"

Spororo:"what'swrongwiththat?"

Nosihle:"itdoesn'tsitwellwithme"

Melusi:"awuyekeidramamkami."

Nosihlesighs.

*

*

MenziisawakeandAzaniahasbeenbyhisside,not

becausesheloveshimbutforherownpersonal

reasons.

Azania:"goodtoseeyouawake."

Menzi:"whoareyou?"



Azania:"hawubabyquitplaying."

Menzi:"whoareyou?"

Azania:"hawubaby,it'smeyourwifeAzania."

Menzi:"idon'tknowyou."

Azania:"mxmmaraMenzi,stopfoolingaround."

Menzi:"pleaseleave."

Azania:"haamarababy"shegigglesandthedoctor

getsin.

Azania:"docwhat'swrongwithhim?"

Doctor:"wellhehashithisheadhardandheis

sufferingfromamnesia."

Azania:"what?!"

Menzi:"Doctor,whycan'tifeelmylegs?"

Doctor:"uhmsir,youbrokeyourspineandyourlegs

can'tfunction"

Azania:"ohmyGod!"

Menzi:"iwon'tbeabletowalk?"

Doctor:"imafraidso."



Azaniarushesoutandstandsoutsidethehospital.

Azania:"damn!Thisisnothowitwassupposedto

be."

Shetakesherphoneandmakesacall

Spororo:"youagain."

Azania:"ineedmoney,ihavetoleavethecountry."

Spororo:"whatdidyoudo?"

Azania:"noneofyourdamnbusiness!"

Spororo:"thenyouain'tgettingmoneyfromme."

HedropsthecallandAzaniagroansannoyed.

Azania:"damn!"

*

*

StillnowordfromMambaandshe'snowworriedor

isshehurt?

Shetakesherphoneandcallshim,itgoesstraight

tovoicemail.Sheleavesavoicemessage.

Avela:"Smanga,whereareyou?Pleasecomeback



sothatwecantalk.Youknowiactuallythoughtyou

wouldbehappythatwegoingtohaveababybutI

guessIwaswrong."Shedropsthecallandcries

againandshehasaheadache.Shedrinkswater

andsleepsitoff.

MeanwhileMambaisdrivingtoAmericanSwiss,he

alwayssuspectedthathisQueenispregnantbut

nowhissuspicionshavebeenconfirmed.He

switchedoffhisphoneandgottoAmerican

Swiss,helookedatengagementringsanda

diamondringcaughthisattention.

Assistance:"heysir,howcanihelpyou?"

Mamba:"iwantthatringoverthere."

Assistance:"areyousuresir?"

Mamba:"yes"

Theassistancetellstheownerandtheypackageit

andheasksthemtowrapitwithabow.

Owner:"thatwouldbeR138000"

Mambatakesouthiscardandgivesthem.They

swipeandgivehimthecardandring.Hegives



thematipthenleaves.Hegoestohishouse.He

callsMihle.

Mihle:"ifitisn'ttheMightyMamba!"

Mamba:"quitfoolingwena,ineedyourhelp."

Mihle:"imlistening."

Mamba:"ineedyourhelpinsettinguparomantic

dinnerforAvelaandI."

Mihle:"what'stheoccasion?"

Mamba:"she'spregnantandIwannapropose."

Mihlescreamsthengiggles.

Mihle:"ohmyGod!Imsohappyforyou."

Mamba:"sowillyoudoit?"

Mihle:"hellyeah!Imonmywaynow."

Shedropsthecall,herhusbandwasnotaroundso

shetakesherPorcheCayenneanddrivesto

Mamba'shouse,shefindshimonacall.Hespeaks

forawhilethendropsthecall

Mihle:"letmeseethering."



Mambalaughsthenshowsher.

Mihle:"wow,hayiyougotchoice!She'llloveit.Now

goandletmedomything."

Mamba:"thankyou.Itrustyou.Here."hegiveshim

hiscardthengoestoNomsa'sBoutique.

Mamba:"heyyou."

Nomsa:"hey,yougood"

Mamba:"yes,iactuallyneedafavor"

Nomsa:"howcanihelp?"

Mamba:"sinceyourBoutiqueisthebestthereisin

town,ineedadressforAvela."

Nomsa:"whatkind?"

Mamba:"ithinkaneveningdresswoulddoandIam

leavingeverythingtoyou,itmustsuitherandoh

she'sasize34.I'llpayyouthroughEFT,havethe

dressdeliveredtoSheratonhotelbefore18:30.

Ciao"

HegoesoutandNomsalaughs.

Nomsa:"yeahey!"



ShedoeswhatMambaasksherwhileMihleis

doinghermagicinMamba'shouse.

*

*

Everythingissetandthere'saknockatAvela's

roomandshegoestoopen.It'sadeliveryguy,she

signsandtakestheboxwhichwasnearlycovered.

Sheopensandfindsablackeveningdressthatwas

sleevelessandhighheels.Anotewritten:"I'llbe

fetchingyouat19:30,S.N"

Avela:"bytheinitials,it'sSmangaandIwonder

what'sgoingon."

Shetakesabathandgetsdressed,shelooks

beautiful.Shetakesafewsnapsthenby

19:30,Mambaarriveswearingablacksuit,looking

allhandsome.

Mamba:"wow,youbeautiful."

Avela:"what'sgoingonSmanga?"

Mamba:"notevenathankyoubaby?"

Avela:"don'tboreme."



Mamba:"yoh,okaylet'sgo.Ihaveasurpriseforyou."

Avela:"wehavetotalkSmanga."

Mamba:"iknowthatbaby,wewilltalk."

Avelanodsandtakesherphone.

Mamba:"shallwe?"

Avelanodsandtheygoout,Mambadrivestohis

house,assoonastheyopenthedoor,thereissoft

musicplayinginthebackgroundandtherearetwo

pillowsonthefloorwithallsortsofdeliciousfood,

redcandles.Mihleoutdidherself.

Avela:"thisissobeautiful."

Mamba:"youlikeit?"

Avela:"iloveit."

TheysitonthepillowsandMambakissesherlips

thenfeedsherstrawberriesdippedincream.Then

therewasalsoameatplatter,AvelatakesaSamosa

andeats.

Avela:"thisisdelicious."

Mamba:"youknowthatIloveyouright?"



Avela:"yes,iloveyoutoo."

Mamba:"imsorryforrushingoutlikethatandmade

youthinkidon'twantthebabybecauseIdo.I'm

happythatwearegoingtohaveababy."Avela

startstearingupandMambakneels.

Avela:"whatareyoudoing?"

Mamba:"Avela,iloveyousomuchandyouhave

beenthebestthingthathashappenedtomeandI

amstillsorryaboutkissingthatgirl,iwillmakeitup

toyou.Pleasemakemethehappiestmanaliveand

marryme?"hetakesouttheringandopensit.

Avela:"Smanga!"shecovershermouthwithher

handsastearsflowdownhercheeks

Mamba:"pleasesayyes."

Avela:"offcourseIwillmarryyou."

Mambaslidsthediamondringonherfingerand

wipeshertears

Mamba:"iloveyou,thankyouforcarryingmy

preciouscargoandagreeingtomarryme."

Avela:"iwantyoutocontinuelovingmeandnot



makingupforthekisswithPearl,iloveyoutoo."

Mamba:"iwill."

Mambarubsherbellyasshe'slookingather

diamondring.

*

*
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Avela:"ican'tbelieveIamyourfiance."

Mamba:"ican'tbelievethatIamgoingtobeafather.

Thankyoubaby."



Avela:"canweeatnow?"

MambalaughsandtheyeatbutMambaisrubbing

herstomach.

Mamba:"ihadsuspicionsthatyouarepregnant

becauseyouweremoodyandaneater."

Avela:"letmebeplease."

Mamba:"okay".hekissesherhand.

Mamba:"in2monthstime,I'mpayinglobola."

Avela:"sosoon?"

Mamba:"whenMinimeisborn,iwanthimtousemy

surname."

Avela:"sowearegoingtogetmarriedwhenIam

pregnant?"

Mamba:"yes,whenyouare6or7monthspregnant."

Avela:"sowheniam4monthspregnantyouare

payingdowrythen2monthslaterwearegetting

married?"

Mamba:"yes."



Avela:"iseeyouwantmetobeuglyonourwedding

pictures?"

Mamba:"nobaby,youwon'tbeugly."

Theycontinueeatingandtheyleaveeverything

thereandgotothebedroom,Avelaundressesand

she'sleftinherundiesandMambainherboxer.

Mamba:"youaregoingtosleeplikethat?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"youarebeautifulyazi."

Avela:"thankyou.Whohelpedyouplanthesetup?"

Mamba:"ididitmyself."

Avela:"sonotlikeyou."

Mamba:"hayibobaby?"

Avela:"it'sthetruthmos."

Mamba:"getoffmybed."

Avela:"lol"

Shesayslayingonherstomachandbreathsout

loud,Mambasmilesandgetsontopofher."



Avela:"youaresqueezingme."

Mambaunclipsherstraplessbrathengetsoffher,

hetossesitaside.

Avela:"didyouhavetothrowitlikethat?"

Mambashrugsandkissesherbreasts,hesucksone

nipplewhilehepinchestheother.

Avela:"ouch!"

Mamba:"what'swrong?"

Avela:"theyarepainful."

ShesaysrubbingthemandMambakissesthem.

Mamba:"imsorry."

Avela:"it'sokay"

Mamba:"isitokaytohavesex?"

Avelagigglesandnods.Mambaremovesherpanty

andplayswithhervagina.

Mamba:"iwantyoutosayit."

Avela:"pleasemakelovetome."

Mamba:"withpleasure."



Hesaysgoingdownonheropeningherlegsand

startslickingandsuckingherclit.

*

*

AsNomsaisinherhousewatchingtv,herphone

ringsandit'sThembi.

Nomsa:"eh"

Shethenanswers.

Nomsa:"hello"

Thembi:"hello,howareyou?"

Nomsa:"iamgoodandyou?"

Thembi:"imfine,iheardaboutwhathappenedto

Thabani,mydeepcondolences."

Nomsa:"thankyou."

Silence...

Thembi:"bye"

Nomsa:"wait,whereareyou?"

Thembi:"mymothershouse,Tembisa."



Nomsa:"ohokay,iamsorryfornothelpingyouout."

Thembi:"it'sokay,waterunderthebridge."

Nomsa:"thankyou.Bye"

Thembi:"bye"

ThembidropsthecallleavingNomsashocked.

Nomsa:"wow,isitthesameThembiiknow?People

change."

NomsadecidedtocallSiphesihle.

Siphesihle:"heyhoney"

Nomsa:"hey.Areyougood?"

Siphesihle:"yesandyou?"

Nomsa:"imgood.Iwouldactuallylikeustoplanan

engagementparty."

Siphesihle:"whuuimgame!Forwho?"

Nomsa:"AvelaandMamba."

Siphesihle:"what?Theyaregettingmarried?"

Nomsa:"yessoIwasthinkingwedosomethingnice

forthem."



Siphesihle:"let'smeettomorrow."

Nomsa:"okay,it'sasurprise.Theyshouldn'tknow."

Siphesihle:"mylipsaresealed."

Theytalkforsometimethenthecallends.

*

*

Thefollowingmorning,theladiesandgentsmeet

forbreakfast.

Senzo:"heeeMambaproposesanddoesn'ttellus?

Yeahne!"

Mpumi:"andAvelaispregnantandkeepsita

secret!"

Nomsa:"Whuuquitdrama!"

Theylaugh.

Tebogo:"Mambamustreallylovethisgirlyoh."

Mpumi:"evenThembiwasn'tlovedlikethat."

Nomsa:"speakingofThembi,shecalledmelast

nighttoofferhercondolences."



Sphesihle:"wow.Didshesaywheresheis?"

Nomsa:"hermother'splace,Tembisa"

Senzo:"enoughaboutThembi,what'stheplan?"

Nomsa:"wellwewillhavethepartyatMamba's

place,Sabelowillhavetomakesurethatheisnot

there."

Sabelo:"ahhthat'seasy."

Siphesihle:"venuetick,uhmtheme?"shesayswriting

itonanotebook.

Nomsa:"whataretheirfavoritecolors?"

Mihle:"sinceI'veknownAvela,mostoftheclothes

shewearsareeithergreyorblack."

Tebogo:"andMamba'sfavoriteisblack."

Mpumi:"wecan'thavegreyorblack."

Senzo:"howaboutblackwhiteabitofyellow."

Mpumi:"andsomewhiteballoons."

Nomsa:"great!"

Siphesihle:"myfavoritepart,food!"



Theyalllaughed

Tebogo:"wellalcoholmustbethere!Nomatter

what!"theylaughagain.

Nomsa:"maraTebogo!"

Tebogo:"what?Wewillbuythemostexpensive

alcoholandyouguysbettermakesurethatAvela

stickstojuiceornonalcoholicchampagne."

Mihle:"ohthatwewill!"

Sphesihle:"phelaMambawillkillusifwemakeher

drinkbooze."

Sabelo:"howaboutsomepapandbraaied

meat,somesaladsandchakalaka."

Nomsa:"that'sawesome!"

Sphesihle:"okaysohowmanypeoplearewe

inviting?"

Sabelo:"wealsohavetoinviteAvela'sparents,Zorro

andLukeobviously."

Sphesihle:"soit'safamilytypathing?"

Senzo:"yebo!"



Sphesihle:"okay,ican'twait!"

Theylaughandcontinuehavingaconvo.

*

*

-Love:Admin

[11/12,17:10] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert48

*

*

Avelafreshensupassheisgoingtoherparents

house,Mambasaidsomethingaboutameeting

withhispartners.

Avelafinishesdressingupandopenstheoven

findingherbreakfast,shesmilesandenjoysher

breakfast.There'saknockandshegoestoopen



onlytofindatalldarkbuffguy.

Guy:"morning,iamSgonondoandIamgoingtobe

yourbodyguard.BossMambaistheonewhohired

me."

Avela:"ohokay."

Sgonondo:"anywherespecificyouwannago?"

Avela:"uhmimjustgoingtomyparentshousethen

gobacktothehotel."

Sgonondo:"thebossinstructedthatImustbringyou

here"

Avela:"okay,letmefinishbreakfast."

Sgonondo:"I'llbeoutside."

Avelanodsandgoesbacktothekitchenand

finishesherbreakfastthentakesherwaterbottle

andgoestoSgonondowhoisstandingnearablack

ToyotaFortuner,Sgonondoopensthedoorforher

andshegetsinthendirectshimtohermother's

place.

Sgonondo:"I'llwait,takeyourtime."



Avela:"okay."

Shegetsinanditseemslikeeverybodyisbusy,they

arespringcleaningwithMelusihelpingthem

movingthefurniture.

Avela:"helloeverybody"

Theyhugandsit.

Avela:"igotnewstoshare."

Nosihle:"wearelistening."

Avela:"iamuhmeish,pregnant."

SilencefillstheroomandGogoisallsmiles.

Melusi:"wow,it'stoosoonbutiamhappyforyou."

Avela:"thankyoubaba."

Nosihle:"mxm"shestormstothebedroom

Avela:"andthen?"

Gogo:"giveherspace,she'llcomearound."

Avela:"ithoughtshewouldbehappy.Another

thing,heproposed."sheshowsthemtheringand

GogoululateswhileMelusistandsupanddances



thetraditionalZuluwayandtheyalllaugh.

Melusi:"awu!Youmademeproudndodakazi,im

proudofthatNkosi."

AvelaisallsmilesandGogoengulfsherwithahug.

Melusi:"sowhenshouldweexpecthisfamily?"

Avela:"in2monthstime."

Melusi:"okay,improud.Ididn'tknowhehaditin

him."

AvelagigglesandNosihleisinthebedroomand

Avelagoestocheckonher.Sheknocksthenlets

herselfin.

Avela:"mamaareyouokay?"

Nosihle:"ha.aAvelaandikhorighttuu!"(noAvela,im

notalright)

Avela:"becauseimpregnantoriamgettingmarried

tohim?"

Nosihle:"youareevengettingmarriedtohim?!"

Avela:"ithoughtyou'dbehappyformemama!"



Nosihle:"ndivuyelelentoyokubautshatanegintsa!

Iskrelemqa!"(shouldibehappythatyouare

marryingagangster)

Xhosamothers!!!

Avela:"butmamailovehimregardlessheisa

gangsterorwhat."

Nosihle:"youknow,ithoughtyou'dmarrysomeone

whoworksalegaljob."

Avela:"kodwamama,heistheonewhoconvinced

Siphosethutobringyouhere."

Nosihle:"so?Idon'tcare!"

Avela:"kodwamama-.."

Nosihle:"yheyy!Ungathixandilibekanaweulibeke!

Lankwenkweyakhoikwenzainjubaqa!"

Aveladecidestokeepquietandgoesout.

Avela:"gogoandbaba,I'llseeyouguysin2days

time"

Gogo:"okaymybaby"

ShehugsthemandSgonondotakesherbacktothe



house.

*

*

Mamba:"ihopeMrYuanglistenstoreason."

Senzo:"ihopesotoo."

TheyreachMrYuang'sbasementandheisdrinking

brandy.

MrYuang:"well,well,well!Ifitisn'tMambaandhis

goons."

Tebogo:"callusgoonsonemoretimeandIwill

shootyouruselessbrain!"

MrYuang:"whoachill!"

Theysitdownandlookathim.

MrYuang:"iwastoldyouwannaquitthe

prostitutionringandoh,thehumantrafficking."

Mamba:"youheardright."

MrYuang:"why?"

Mamba:"alotofliveshavebeenlostduetothis



business."

Sabelo:"weareenjoyingmoneyfromtheirblood

andtears."

MrYuang:"whosaidigiveadamn?"

Senzo:"wellwegiveadamnaboutthem."

MrYuang:"soyouseriouslyleavingthebusiness?"

Mamba:"yes,youcantakeoverthebusinessbutone

onecondition."

MrYuang:"yes?"

Mamba:"youdon'tstealkidsfromhere."

MrYuang:"hereinPretoriaorGautengprovince?"

Mamba:"anykidfromSouthAfrica!"

MrYuang:"okay,imtakingitforR5million."

Sabelo:"weweren'tsellingitbutokay."

Mamba:"you'llreceivetheownershippapersfirst

thinginthemorning."

Theystandupandleave.

Mamba:"thatoldmanisuptosomething."



Tebogo:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"awholeMrYuangeasilyagreeing?Hayi

marn."

Senzo:"welllet'shopeheain'tuptosomething

otherwiseI'llpophisbrains."

Senzo:"thismanpopsthebigquestionanddoesn't

tellus!"

Mamba:"whatwerey'allgonnado?"

Sabelo:"giveyoutipsonhowtogoonaboutit."

Mamba:"whuushame,I'dratherrelyontheinternet

thanyouhopelessromantics."

Senzo:"kodwawearemarried!"

Mamba:"imalsogonnagetmarriedmos"

Sabelo:"youseemexcited."

Mamba:"iam,youknowwhensheisplanningthe

wedding,I'llalsogetinvolved."

Tebogo:"won'tyouanswertheweddingplannerlike

howMaThembisdid?"



Mamba:"no,iwannagetinvolvedineverysingle

detail."

Sabelo:"wealsoneedtobeinvolvedsinceweare

yourgroomsmen."

Mamba:"sayswho?"

Sabelo:"it'sclear."

Mamba:"y'alldreaming!"

TheylaughandgotoMamba'shousefindingtheir

wivesandAvela.

Sabelo:"ifitisn'tMrsAvelaNkositobe."

Avelasmiles,Mambakisseshercheekthenbrushes

hertummy.

Tebogo:"awumamakaunknown."

EveryonelaughstheguysorderpizzaasMamba's

Queenwascravingforit.

*

*
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Mihle:"heeMambamustbetreatingyouwell,you

gotthatpregnancyglow."

Mpumi:"the,'imgettingmarried'glow."

Avela:"stopfoolingme."

Mamba:"theyarenotbaby."

Avelablushesandlooksaway,therestlaugh.

Aknockdisturbstheirfunmomentandit's

DetectiveMavundlaand8policeofficers.

Sabelo:"eeh!"

Mavundla:"MrSmangaNkosi,Sabelo

Mzimela,TebogoDlaminiandSenzoMbele,y'all



arrestedfortheexplosionoftheATMthat

happenedawhileago,y'allunderarrest."

Mamba:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Mavundla:"don'tplaydumbwithme!"

Senzo:"weseriouslydon'tknow!"

Detective:"youwillexplainatthestationlet'sgo."

Mamba:"canispeaktomywife?"

MavundlalooksatthemthenMambagoestoAvela.

Mamba:"gothroughmystudy,you'llfindacard

written"MrDube"thencallhim."

Hethenlooksatthegirlsandnodsatthem,theyget

thehint.Theygentsaretakeninforquestioning.

*

Avela:"andthat?"

Mpumi:"wejustconfusedasyouare."

AvelagoestoMamba'sstudythenlooksforacard

thencallsit.

MrDube:"Dubespeakinghello."



Avela:"hello,it'sAvela.IwasaskedbySmanga

Nkositocallyou."

MrDube:"whatdidhedonow?"

Avela:"hehasbeenarrested."

MrDube:"shit!Okay."

MrDubedropsthecallandspeedstothePolice

station.

Mavundla:"youdidn'tthinkyou'dgetawaywithit

thistime."

Theguyskeepquiet.

Mavundla:"ifthat'showyou'llhaveit."

HefiddleswithhislaptopandshowsthemaCCTV

footage.

Mamba:"itdoesn'tsayit'susmos"

Sabelo:"yeah,itcouldbeanyone."

Mavundla:"figuredyou'dsaythat,butwemanaged

totracktheregistrationofthecaranditfallsunder

oneofyourcars."



AsMambawasabouttoanswer,MrDubegetsin

andtheysighinrelief.

MrDube:"don'tanswer,Mavundlayouareharassing

myclients."

Mavundla:"youaregoingtorepresentallofthem?"

Dube:"duh!"

Mavundlarollshiseyesthenleaves,MrDubesits.

MrDube:"whatdidyoudo?"

Tebogo:"bombedanATM."

Dube:"whuukodwa!ButI'lldomybesttogetyou

guysoutofhere."

Mamba:"it'syourjobmos"

*

*

Melusi:"Nosihle,whatthehelliswrongwithyou?"

Nosihle:"whatdoyoumean?"

Melusi:"whycan'tyoubehappyforourdaughter?

She'scarryingourgrandchildandshe'sgoingtoget



married."

Nosihle:"thatgangsterisnotgoodforher!"

Melusi:"andwhois?"

Nosihle:"theboynextdoor,Vuyo."

Melusi:"thathobo?"

Nosihle:"heisnotahobo,heisadoctor."

Melusi:"adoctorwholookslikeahobo?"

Nosihle:"he'dtakecareofher!"

Melusi:"Smangaistakingcareofhernje!"

Nosihle:"notthewaysheshouldbetakencareof."

Melusi:"andhowissheexactlysupposedtobe

takencareof?"

Nosihle:"sheissupposedtobemarryingaguywho

doesthingsthelegalway,notthat...

gintsa!"(gangster)

Melusi:"ifyoucontinuelikethis,youwillloseyour

daughterwhenyoujustfoundher."

Nosihle:"iwon't,ijustneedhertostayawayfrom



thatgangster!"

Melusi:"toobad,shewon't."

Nosihle:"wewillseeaboutthat."

Melusi:"whatdoyoumean?"

Nosihle:"iwillmakesurehestaysawayfrommy

daughter!"

*

*

MrDube:"fromwhatyoutoldme,it'sbad!Youmight

godownforyears."

Mamba:"wepayyoutogetusoutofthismess."

Tebogo:"hurryman,ican'tstayinthecells."

MrDube:"thisleavesmewithoneoption."

Sabelo:"thatis?"

MrDube:"yougottastaythenightheretillisort

everythingout"

Mamba:"soyouwantustosleephere?"

MrDube:"justforthenight,by7amyou'llbeinyour



beds."

Theynod.

Senzo:"andmakesurewegetphones."

Dube:"sorted."

Heleavesandtheguyssigh.

Mamba:"whenwasthelasttimeispentanight

here?"

Mavundla:"mmhMightyMambabehindthecells?"

MambarollshiseyesandMavundlashowsthem,it

pointstothemandtheyaretakentoonecell.

Sabelo:"thisplacereeksofsewage."

Theylaughandthereweresomeguysinprison

uniform.Mambaandhisfriendsdon'tmindthem

andawarderbringsthemcellphones,thefirstthing

MambadoesistocallAvela.

Avela:"hello"

Mamba:"hellomyQueen."

Avela:"Smanga?"



Mamba:"yesiamfinebabyandyou?"

Avela:"imokayjustworriedaboutyou."

Mamba:"don't,stressisnotgoodforthebaby.I'm

fine."

Avela:"areyoucomingback?"

Mamba:"tomorrow,thecaseisverystrong."

Avela:"ifit'sstrongthenyouaregoingbehindbars!"

Mamba:"no,I'llbetheretomorrow."

Avela:"huh?Youjustsaidthecaseisstrongbutyou

comingbacktomorrow?"

Mamba:"Dubewillsortouteverything."

Avela:"okay,ihopehedoes."

Mamba:"iloveyou,don'tyoueverforgetthatokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

*

*
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Avelawasalreadyupby4am,shecouldn'teven

sleepthinkingaboutMamba,herstomachgrowls

andgoestothebathroomandbrushesherteeth

andwashesherface.Shegoestotheloungeand

switchesonthelightsonandgoestothekitchen

andswitchesthelightsthereandmakessomefood

thenwarmsupthemilk,shesitsandstartseating.

Thedooropenedandit'sMamba.

Avela:"ohmyGod!"

Sherunstohimandhugtightly.

Avela:"areyouokay?"

Mamba:"iamsthandwasami,whyaren'tyou



sleeping?"

Avela:"imstarving"

Mamba:"canijoinyou?"

Avelanodsandtheystarteating,whileMambawas

tellingherwhatwentdown.

Avela:"Idon'tevenknowwhattosay."

Mamba:"don'tsayanything,butIcanpromiseyou

thatiamnotgoingbacktojail."

Avelanodsanddrinksthemilk.

Mamba:"intheafternoon,wearegoinghouse

hunting."

Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"yes,howisthejobhuntingcomingalong?"

Avela:"I'veappliedinfewcompanies,submittedmy

CVsjustwaitingforthereplyandohihavealready

drawnmybusinessplan."

Mamba:"iwilllookatitandalsoDube,he'llhelpyou

inregisteringitlegally."



Avela:"I'dappreciateit."

Mamba:"haveyouthoughtofanamealready?"

Avela:"yeahandit'sasurprise."

Mamba:"youknow,byThursdayallthekidswho

werestolenwillbeboughtback."

Avela:"howaboutyoucallapressconferencewith

alltheparentswhosekidsweremissingandtell

themthatyoudecidedtobringthembackandthe

kidsmeettheirparentswiththeworldwatching."

Mamba:"iactuallylovetheidea."

Avela:"asthekidsarereturningonThursday,you'll

havetheconferenceonFriday."

Mamba:"andihopeyouwilljoinme?"

Avela:"definitely."

Mamba:"that'swhyIloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo.Nowlet'sgosleep."

Mamba:"andwehavealongdayaheadofus."

TheygotothebedroomandAvelagetsinbedwhile



Mambatakesashower.

*

*

Azaniaisinherflatpackingallherbelongingsand

herphonerings.

Azania:"ihopeyouhavemymoney."

Spororo:"justopenthedamndoor."

HedropsthecallandAzaniagoestoopen

Azania:"howcanihelp?"

SpororoletshimselfinandAzaniarollshereyes.

Spororo:"hebanna!Whereareyougoing?"

Azania:"imleavingPretoria!"

Spororo:"goingtotheEasternCape?"

Azania:"yes,mylifeisover.There'snothingleftfor

meinPretoria!"

Spororo:"ohshame,poorthing."

Azania:"you'lltransfermymoneywhenIaminE.C."



Spororo:"thatiwon'tdo."

Azania:"youwill,I'llspillthebeansphela"

Spororo:"goaheadandseeifIcare."

Azania:"themediawillknowwhatyoudid."

Spororo:"youareplayingwithfireandyouwillburn."

Azania:"ohwhatever,sowhat'sitgoingtobe?"

Spororo:"rememberNtsika?"

Azania:"SpororoNo!"

Spororo:"AzaniaYes!"

Azania:"howdidyou...?"

Spororo:"findhim?Aahitwasveryeasy."

Azania:"Spororoplease"

Spororo:"ifthemediaknows,thenthey'llalsoknow

aboutNtsika."

Azania:"justgivemeR80000andIgo.I'll

disappear."

Spororo:"youain'tevengetting50cfromme!"



Azania:"gotohell!"

Spororo:"you'llfindmewaitingforyouAzania

Madikane."

Azania:"fuckyou!"

Spororo:"takestwosweetheart."

Azania:"youaresoannoyingyerr!"

Spororo:"ilearnedfromthebest,whichisyou."

Azania:"pleaseleave!"

Spororo:"byebaby."

AzaniarollshereyesandSpororoleaves.

*

*
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MrYuang:"damn!Howdoeshegetofffreelylike

that?"

Mavundla:"thedocketjustdisappearedoutofthe

blue!"

MrYuang:"what?How?"

Mavundla:"ijustsaididon'tknow!"

MrYuang:"damn!Youpoliceareuseless."

Mavundla:"whydoyouwanthimbehindbars?"

MrYuang:"noneofyourbusiness,justleave"

MavundlaleavesandbumpsintoaRussianman

whogiveshimadeadlylook.

MrYuang:"aah,MrVladimir"

MrVladimir:"tellmeMambaisbehindbars"

MrYuang:"wasbuthepulledsomestrings."

MrVladimir:"igueswegoforhisgirlnow,Mamba



cannotleavetherings.Wewilldrown!"

MrYuang:"areyousureaboutthat?"

Vladimir:"yes.Thisgirl,onceiskidnappedwewill

blackmailhimtogetbackthengivehimthegirl."

MrYuang:"greatidea."

Vladimir:"nowpoormesomebrandy."

MrYuangsmilesandpourshimadrink

MrYuang:"hewillregretwantingtoleavethe

business."

*

*

Mamba:"babyhurryup."

Avela:"imstilleatingnje."

Mamba:"feedingaminime?"

Avela:"don'tbesure,itmightbeagirl."

Mamba:"thenI'dtakehimwhereshecomesfrom

becauseIwantaboy."

Avela:"youwouldnotdare!"



Mamba:"let'swaittillyougivebirth.Ireallyhope

youwillcarryfulltime,thatIgettoseemybaby,

holdhim."

Avela:"youwill."

Mambaholdsherhandsandkissesthem.

Mamba:"ifGodlet'smeseemychild,imightleave

gangsterism."

Avela:"let'shavehopeplease."

Mambanodsthenkissesherlips.Avelafinishes

eatingandtheygohousehunting.

Mamba:"anyspecifichouseyouwant?"

Avela:"amiallowedtogooverboard?"

Mamba:"yougotalltherights."

Avelacloseshereyesandstartssmiling.Shetells

himeverythingshe'dlikeinahouseshe'llown.

Mamba:"imimpressedandIthinkiknowwhattype

ofhouseyou'dlove."

HedrivestoPretoriaSouthandtheymeetanEstate

agentandtellhimaboutthehousethey'dpreferand



theagentshowsthem.Avelaisblownaway.

*

*

Sabelo:"whenwillthepartyhappen?"

Senzo:"Saturday,sincetodayisaMonday"

Mpumi:"solet'ssendoutinvitationstoAvela's

family."

Nomsa:"donedesigningtheinvitationletterssowe

gottasendthem."

TheynodandMambagotin,theyquicklyhid

everythingthatwasonthetable

Mamba:"andthen?Whyareyousosecretive?"

Allofthem:"aahnothing."theygrinandMambalets

itslidethensits.Hesharestothemthepress

conferenceissue,theguysdisagreewhilethegirls

aresupportingit.

Sabelo:"that'sabadidea!"

Nomsa:"how?"



Tebogo:"everythingwillleadtous,seemlikewe

behindit.Solet'skeepeverythinginthedark,let

themsuspectuswithoutfacts."

Mamba:"mmh"hesaysnodding.

Siphesihle:"butistillthinkit'sagreatidea."

Senzo:"wetakebackthekidswithoutmedia

involvednebutwedropthemoffattheirhomes.We

justparkatthegatethenleave.Allcleanedup."

Mamba:"guesswehavemuchworktocleanthem."

Mihle:"wecandoit."

Senzo:"really?"

Mpumi:"yes"

Mamba:"wegrateful."

Sphesihle:"BUTbeforeSaturday."

Mamba:"whybefore?"

Nomsa:"Saturdayisaveryimportantday."

Mamba:"what'shappening?"

Sphesihle:"it'saladiesnightout."



Mamba:"okay,ladies."

Theylaughandcontinuediscussingbusiness.

*

*

Nosihle:"doyouknowAvelaMazibuko?"

Vuyo:"whodoesn't?"

Nosihle:"whatdoyoumean?"

Vuyo:"isn'tsheMamba'sgirlfriend?"

Nosihle:"fiance."

Vuyo:"theyareengaged?"

Nosihle:"yes,ineedyourhelptobreakthemup."

Vuyo:"why?"

Nosihle:"heisdangerousman."

Vuyo:"soyouwanttomesswithhim?"

Nosihle:"imnotscaredofhim!"

Vuyo:"welliam."

Nosihle:"imgivingyouR50K."



Vuyo:"no"

Nosihle:"Vuyoplease.Listenifwebreakthemup,

youwillbehersupportsystem,youwilldevelop

feelingsforeachotherthendate."

Vuyo:"Kodwama-.."

Nosihle:"there'snobutla!"

Vuyo:"yoh,butmessingwithMamba!"

Nosihle:"don'ttellmeyoufearhim,peoplelike

exaggerating."

Vuyo:"imin."

Nosihle:"deal?"

Vuyo:"it'sadeal!"

*

*
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VuyoandNosihlewereinthelounge,discussing

theirplan.

Nosihle:"fornow,imgoingtohaveherhereand

leavethebothofyouinsidewithnodisturbance.

Makesurethatyoutellheraboutthecareeryoudo."

Vuyo:"okay,whattime?"

Nosihle:"sinceit's11:15,I'llmakesureshe'shereby

13:00."

Vuyo:"givesmeenoughtimetopreparemyselfand

lookthepart."

Nosihlesmilesandnods.

Nosihle:"wecan'tgowronghere,everythinghasto

workout.Avelaneedstostaythehellawayfrom

Smanga."

Shetakesherphonethencallsher,itrings



unanswered,sherollshereyesinannoyancethen

sendsheratext.

*

*

Nombuso:"youarebusyweeping,whoisbyyour

husbandsupportinghim?"

Zizipho:"Azaniaisthereforthat."

Nombuso:"whothehellisthat?"

Zizipho:"yourson'ssidechick!"

Nombuso:"she'sjustalittlegirl.Whenyousaid

thosevowsthatyouwillloveyourhusbandingood

orbad,happinessorsickness,thisiswhatyou

meant."

Zizipho:"iregretevermarryinghim,Menzidegrades

meeverychancehegetswithhissidechicks!I

wantoutofthismarriage."

Nombuso:"oh?Whenshitgetsrealyouarerunning

away?"

Zizipho:"youcancallitbutiamtired!"



Nombuso:"mysonissufferingfromamnesia,heis

disabledandallyoucanthinkaboutisleavingthis

marriage?"

Zizipho:"mxm,I'llgopackmybags."

Nombuso:"iguessyouaregoingtoyourmother's

place?"

Zizipho:"fornow,yes."

Nombuso:"ifyouthinkthatyouwillgethalfof

everythingheownsyouaremistaken."

Zizipho:"idon'tmind.I'llstartfromafresh.You

chosetoturnablindeyetoeverythingyourson

doesandonedayyouwillbecaughtinthe

crossfire."

Nombuso:"mxm"

Zizipho:"youcan'tevenseeheismessingwiththe

badguys,hemessedwithMightyMamba's

girlfriendandMambacameherehimself!Whatifhe

comesback?Iamnotreadytodie."

Nombuso:"I'llstartdraftingthedivorcepapersfor

thebothofyou."



Zizipho:"thankyou."

Ziziphogoestotheirbedroomandstartspackingall

herbelongings.Shegoestotheloungepullingher

suitcases.

Zizipho:"goodbye."

Nombuso:"goodriddancetobadrubbish."

Ziziphotakeshercarkeysanddrivestoher

mother'splaceinKemptonPark.Sheparkshercar

thengoesoutwithhersuitcases.Sheknocksand

hermotheropens.

Khanya:"Zizipho!What'swiththesuitcases?"

Zizipho:"mama.."shebreaksdownandhermother

takesherinherarmsbrushingherback.

Khanya:"youarestressingmebaby.Let'sgetin."

Shehelpsherwithhersuitcasesandgetinsidethen

givesherwater.Shenarrateseverything.

*

*

Mambaisinthekitchenmakingbreakfastandhis



phonerings.

Mamba:"exe"

Caller:"ditmoegoeisworkingwiththepoliceto

bringyoudown."

Mamba:"Mavundla?"

Caller:"yahanditisYuang,Vladimiranddiepolice."

Mamba:"what'stheirplan?"

Caller:"theyhaveameetingtodaysoeksalputa

tapeinYuang'sofficethengiveittoyouby

midnight."

Mamba:"youareriskingyourjobandforthat,im

grateful."

Caller:"anythingforyou.Ekmoetgaan."(imustgo)

Mamba:"awe."

HedropsthecallandMambashakeshishead.

Mamba:"ncncncifeelforyouMavundla!Valdimir

willknowmeverywell."

Avela:"what'sthatsmell?"



ShesaysgettinginandMambalooksatthe

stove,oh-oh.

Mamba:"damn!Russiansareburnt."

Avela:"wheeisyourmindat?"

Mamba:"ohnothing,ihavetobeefupsecurityin

yournewhousewheneverythingisset,byFriday

everythingwillbedone."

Avela:"iseverythingokay?"

Mamba:"yes,ineedyoutobesafe."

Avela:"okay,removethepanfromthestove.Those

Russianslooklikecharcoal."

Mambaremovesthepanswitchingthestoveoff.

Mamba:"mindhavingbreakfastwithoutrussians."

Avela:"idon'tmindandIwouldlikenottohaveto

eggstoo."

Mamba:"ayikhoinkingasthandwasami."(there'sno

problemmylove)

TheyhavebreakfastandAvela'sphonerings.She

doesn'tanswer.



Mamba:"whoareyouignoring?"

Avela:"mymom."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"whenitoldheraboutthepregnancyand

engagementshewasnothappy.Iaskedherwhat's

wrongandsaidbecauseyouaregangster,shesaid

ungenzainjubaqa."

Mamba:(laughing)"injubaqa?Isthatevenaword?"

Avela:"yes,it'saXhosawordandIdon'tevenknow

whatitmeans."

Mamba:"somotherin-lawdoesn'tlikeme?Ohmy

God,ihavetotryandgetintohergoodbooks."

Avela:"She'llcomearound."

Mamba:"themainreasonshedoesn'tlikemeis

becauseIamagangsterright?"

Avelalooksdownandtakesabiteonhertoast.

Mamba:"igotmyanswer.Noteveryonewasgoing

toacceptourrelationship."

Avela:"youbeingagangsterdoesn'tmeanyoudon't



deservetobeloved.IloveyouSmanga,nomatter

what."

Mamba:"you'llalwaysbebymyside?"

Avela:"yes,nomatterwhat."

*

*

Thembi:"mama!Igotthejob!"

Lindi:"really?Imsohappyforyou."

Thembi:"thankyou.SinceIamearningincome,iwill

beabletoexpandthecoffeeshophereandtobe

honest,it'ssinking.Idon'tknowhowtorun

it,Smangaistheonewhohandledeverything."

Lindi:"listen,ifhecoulddoitthenyoucandoit.

Maybebetterthanhim."

Thembinods.

Lindi:"whatkindofjob?"

Thembi:"iwillbeworkingasareceptionist.Idon't

knowanythingaboutbeingareceptionistbutI

guessIwilllearn."



Lindi:"nonetheless,iamproudofyou."

Thembi:"I'llbestartingnextweeksofornow,let's

goforabitofcelebration."

Lindi:"really?"

ThembinodsandtheygotofreshenupandThembi

drovetoMallofAfricaandgetthemselves

pamperedup.

Lindi:"ineedtheloo."

Thembi:"you'llfindmehere."

Lindinodsandgoestotheloo,whileThembiisbusy

withherphone,someoneapproachesher.

Person:"hellobeautifullady."

Thembi:"hi"

Person:"igobythenameofJonathanandyou?"

Thembi:"iamThembi."

Jonathan:"nicemeetingyou,youarebeautiful."

Thembi:"really?"itsbeenawhilesincesheheard

someonecomplimentingher.



Jonathan:"yes,yousurelyareabeauty.Mambawill

regrethimselffordivorcingyou."

Thembi:"idon'tthinkso."

Jonathan:"wellithinkhewillnotbecauseheis

gettingmarried."

Thembi:"what?"

Jonathan:"it'salloverthemediathatsheis

pregnantandengaged."

Thembi:"wow!Imhappyforthem."

LindigetsbackfromthelooandlooksatJonathan.

Jonathan:"I'llseeyouaround."

HeleavesandLindisits.

Lindi:"andthat?"

Thembi:"ohnothing."shetakesaphoneandgoes

throughherphone,it'strue,MambaandAvelaare

gettingmarried.

*

*
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Lindi:"areyouokay?"

Thembi:"yes,heismarryingher."

Lindi:"herwho?"

Thembi:"Avela."

Lindi:"wearetalkingaboutyourexhusbandhere?"

Thembi:"yes."

Lindi:"whydoyoucare?"

Thembi:"idon'tbutitssortoftoosoon."

Lindi:"toosoonforhimtomoveon?"



Thembi:"iguessso."

Lindi:"ifyouwanttofindhappiness,isuggestthat

youforgethim."

Thembi:"iwanttobutit'shard."

Lindi:"imsurewhereverheis,heisnoteventhinking

aboutyou.What'sinhismindishisfiance."

Thembi:(sighs)

Lindi:"stoptorturingyourselfnganeyami."

Thembi:"ifyousayso."

Theyordersomefood,eatthengobackhome.

*

*

Mamba:"MrYuangisplanningawar,hehas

ValdimirandMavundlainvolved."

Sabelo:"imnotsurprised,Mavundlawoulddo

anythingforaquickbuck."

Mamba:"andtobringusdown."

Mambaandthegentsgototheirsecretmeeting



place.

Tebogo:"thisplacefreaksmeout."

Theylaughandgetinfindingbigbosses.

Yuang:"youmadeit?"

Mambarollshiseyes,theysitandpourthemselves

drinks.

Valdimir:"goodtoseeyou."

Senzo:"cannotsaythesameaboutyou."

MrPerata:"enoughbickering."

MrEstoque:"youknow,iwishwedidn'thavetoquit

thisbusiness."

MrSugue:"sameherebutatthesametimeitwas

verydangerous."

MrRuego:"yeahbutwehavetoquit,thosekidsare

innocent."

MrYuang:"innocentmyleftfoot!"

MrEscudero:"thosekidshavetopay."

Mamba:"pay?Whatfor?"



MrEscudero:"theirparentswerenottakingcareof

them."

MrPerata:"atsomepoint,theyneedtheirmothers."

Sanele:"true,thatiswhytomorrowtheyaregoing

backtotheirfamilies."

Vladimir:"butit'stoosoon."

MrEscudero:"someoneisgonnagobroke."

Mamba:"openalegitbusiness."

MrEscudero:"nah,that'stoolame."

Sabelo:"yourchoice."

MrSugue:"canwebetherewhenthekidsaretaken

back?"

Mamba:"noproblem.Sincetheyarebeingreleased,

wegotpeoplewhoarewillingtocleanthemupso

theyarereadytogo."

MrYuang:"idon'tlikethisatall."

MrEscudero:"samehere."

MrRuego:"suckitup."



Mamba:"iguesseverythingissorted?"

TheyallnodexceptforVladimir,MrYuangandMr

Escudero.

MrYuang:"idon'tlikethisatall."

MrEscudero:"denada."(notatall)

Sabelo:"useqalilengokukhulumaesakubo."(hehas

begunspeakinghislanguage)theylaugh.

Vladimir:"howaboutwesabotageeverything

tomorrow?"

MrYuang:"qué?"(what)

MrEscudero:"puedeexplicarmeesto,por

favor?"(pleaseexplainthattome)

MrYuang:"meetmeinmyoffice,21:30."

Hetakeshiscarkeysandleaves,Tebogolooksat

them,heheardtheirconvo.

Tebogo:"guysit'snotgood"

Sabelo:"konjeyoucanhereSpanish,whatarethey

whisperingabout?'



Tebogo:"theywanttosabotagetomorrow'sday."

Mamba:"wherearetheymeeting?"

Tebogo:"MrYuang'shouse.21:30."

Mamba:"okay."

Mambamakesaphonecall.

Caller:"Boss?"

Mamba:"Yuang,VladimirandEscuderoaremeeting

at21:30,iwannaknoweverything."

Caller:"youknowineverdisappoint."

Mambadropsthecallandsmiles.

Senzo:"idon'tlikethatsmileatall."

Sabelo:"toowickedformyliking."

*

*

Jonathan:"thatwasveryeasyboss,itisclearshe

stillhasfeelingsforMamba."

Caller:"that'swhatiliketohear,everythingiscoming

alone."



Jonathan:"onethinglefttheneverythingisdone."

Caller:"ican'twait,ihavetheupperhandnow."

Jonathan:"hewon'tseethisonecoming."

Caller:"I'velongwaitedforthisday."

*

*

AsAvelawasstillonherlaptopbusyjobhunting,

herphonerings.

Avela:"hello"

Caller:"congratulationsonyourpregnancyand

engagement."

ThecallendsandAvelalooksatherphone.She

callsthenumberbutitdoesn'tgothrough.She

shrugsandcontinueswithherlaptop,itringsagain.

Avela:"hello"

Caller:"goodafternoonMissAvelaMazibuko,thisis

LizzyfromSantosLogisticsandwearecalling

regardingyourCurriculumVitae."



Avela:"yes?"(shebiteshernails)

Lizzy:"wellthebosseswouldliketohavean

interviewwithyou,theywereimpressedbyyour

CV."

Avela:"really?"

Lizzy:"yes,onThursday,8:30."

Avela:"I'llbethere."

Lizzy:"haveaniceday."

Avela:"youtoo,bye."

ThecallendsandAvelaexhaleswithahugesmile

onherface.

*

*
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Mamba:"idon'tthinkIwillbespendingthenight

here."

Avela:"what?Why?"

Mamba:"wegotsomebusinesstotakecareof."

Avela:"we?"

Mamba:"meandtheguys.I'llbebackbeforedawn."

Avela:"iguessiamnotgoingbacktothehotel."

Mamba:"yes,doyoutrustme?"

Avelanods.

Mamba:"ineedyoutosayit."

Avela:"yesSmanga,itrustyouwholeheartedly."

Mamba:"thankyou,iwillneverputyourlifeatrisk,no

matterwhat."

Avela:"areweinsomesortofdanger?"



Mamba:"no"

Avela:"youain'tlyingtomeright?"

Mamba:"noIamnot."

Avela:"okay.IhaveaninterviewwithSantos

Logistics."

Mamba:"wowbaby,iamsoproudofyou."

Avela:"thankyou."

Mamba:"youwillnailtheinterview,ihavefaithin

you."

Hesayskissingher.

Avela:"iwassupposedtogoforapregnancyscan,it

totallyslippedmymind."

Mamba:"wewillgowhenyougetbackfromyour

interview."

Avela:"letmegomakesomefood,shouldimake

someforyou?"

Mamba:"I'msorrybutIamnothungry."

Avela:"okay,I'llhelpmyselfout."



Mamba:"noI'llmakesomeforyou,justsitandrelax

okay?Yourmanwilltakecareofyou."

Avela:"areyousure?Idon'tmind."

Mamba:"justsitbaby."

Avela'sphoneringsandMambagoestothekitchen.

Avela:"hima"

Nosihle:"heybaby,imissyou."

Avela:"aminolongera"injubaqa"now?'

Nosihle:"no,ididn'tmeanit."

Avela:"mmh"

Nosihle:"canwepleasemeettomorrow?"

Avela:"tomorrowiamnotgoingtobearound."

Nosihle:"andwhereareyougoing?"

Avela:"aninterview."

Nosihle:"mmmmh,seeyounextweek."

Nosihledropsthecallandcurses.

*



*

MrYuang:"Mambaisgettingonmylastnerve!"

Vladimir:"can'twejustkillhimandgetdone?

MrYuang:"manyhavetriedbutfaildismally."

MrEscudero:"hisweeknessrightnowishislittle

bitch."

Vladimir:"soyousayingwekidnapher?"

Escudero:"no"

Yuang:"whatareyousaying?"

Escudero:"wetraffichergirl."

Vladimir:"ilikethis."

Yuang:"nosé"(idon'tknow)

Escudero:"quésignifica?"(whatdoyoumean)

Yuang:"soundsdangerous."

Escudero:"don'ttellmeyouaregettingcoldfeet."

Yuang:"no,buttheplanistoofarfetched."

Vladimir:"there'snothingfarfetchedhere."



Yuang:"it'sacrazyplan."

Escudero:"insaneloca."(youthecrazyone)

Vladimir:"wedoitorwhat?"

Yuang:"sí"(yes)

Vladimir:"butitispeligroso."(dangerous)

Escudero:"that'swhatmakesitfun."

*

*

Nomsa:"everythingiscomingalongsowell,imso

excited!"

Mihle:"it'sgoodtoseeyousmiling."

Nomsa:"yeah,iknowThabaniwouldnotliketosee

mesadfortherestofmylife."

Siphesihle:"youright.Isittruealltheguysare

leaving?"

Mpumi:"theyseemtobeonawarpath."

Mihle:"let'shopeAvelaisnotcaughtinthecross

fireoranyofus."



Sphesihle:"whatihateisthat,iftheyaregoingona

war,we'llget2bodyguards!"

Nomsa:"tellmeaboutit!"

Mpumi:"onefordrivingandtheothertoaccompany

youinpublictoiletsbutadvantageisthatit'sagirl."

Siphesihle:"poorAvelaisnotusedtoit,butsheonly

has1fordriving.Oneleftforaccompanyingher"

Nomsa:"ihopeitdoesn'tstressher."

Mihle:"ifshetrustsMambathenshewon'tget

stressed."

Nomsa:"theinvitationsarealreadybeingdelivered

toherparentshouse."

Mihle:"ialreadyaddedthatitstarts15:30forusto

prepareeverything.Decorandall."

*

*

ThembiandhermotherreachedhomebutThembi

wassortofrubbedoffinthewrongwayabout

MambamarryingAvelasosoon.



Lindi:"where'syourmindat?"

Thembi:"imjustthinkingaboutmynewjobpost."

Lindi:"I'mproudofyoubaby."

Thembinodsandhercellphonerings.

Thembi:"Thembisilehello."

Caller:"hey,itsJonathan."

Thembi:"wheredidyougetmynumbers?"

Jonathan:"igotmywayssweetie."

Thembi:"shouldibescared?"

Jonathan:"noprettylady.Caniaskforafavor?"

Thembi:"iamlistening."

Jonathan:"canwegooutforlunch?Justtogetto

knoweachotherwell?"

Thembi:"hayi,wearejuststrangers."

Jonathan:"wewillgettoknoweachotherastime

goesby."

Thembi:"okaywhere?"



Jonathan:"anywhereyouarecomfortable."

Thembi:"PhumulaniMall."

Jonathan:"okay,we'llmeetaround12:00"

Thembi:"okay"

Jonathan:"okaybyeanddon'tforget,youare

beautiful."

Jonathandropsthecallandsmiles.

Jonathan:"howshe'seasilyfallingintomybeautiful

trap."

*

*

AzaniahasarrivedintheEasternCape,her

hometown,AliwalNorth.Sheapprachesherhome

andhersiblingsareplayingunderthetrees.

Ndumiso:"sisi!"

Theyallruntoherandhug.

Lwandile:"andthen?Imithwalo?"(thebags)

Azania:"imback,forgood."



Zinzi:"why?"

Azania:"whatdoyoumeanno?"

Zinzi:"ohno,don'tmindme."

Theyhelpherwithherbagsandgetinsidethe

house.

Azania:"molweni."

Herdadandmomlookedather.

Nonzwakazi:"ubekwayintoniapha?"

Azania:"imbackmama."

Nonzwakazi:"mxm"

Azaniajusttakesherbagandgoestoher

room,wheresheshareswithZinzi.Herphonerings.

Azania:"hello."

Spororo:"how'slifeinthevillages?"

Azania:"don'tboreme."

Spororo:(laughs)don'tyoumissNtsikamara?"

Azania:"Spororoplease,ialreadylefttimeandI

won'tcomeback."



Spororo:"youwilldarlingwhenIneedyou.Fornow,

relaxandtrynottothinkmuchaboutNtsikaokay?"

Azania:(silence)

Spororo:"amispeakingalonekanti?"

Azania:"iheardyou."

Spororo:"goodgirl.Seeyouaftersometime.

RememberwhatIsaid?"

Azania:"imustnotthinkab...aboutNtsika."

Spororo:"byebabes"

Hedropsthecall,Azaniaisshattered.

*

*
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Mambagetsinhishouse,it'sjustafter4amand

Avelaisstillsleeping.Bythelookonhisface,heis

angry.Hegoestothebathroomandtakesashower.

HegetsdoneandjoinsAvelainbed.

Mamba:"I'llbedamnedifiletanythinghappento

you.HekissesherforeheadandAvelawakesup.

Avela:"whendidyougetback?"sheyawns.

Mamba:"fewminutesagoandcontinuesleepingmy

love."

Avela:"pleaseholdme."

Mambagetscloseandholdsher.

Mamba:"iloveyou,don'tyoueverforgetthatokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Shefallsasleepagain,Mambastrugglesto

sleep,he'sstaringatthewall.Avela'salarmrings,it

hitshimthatsheishavinganinterview.Mamba



kisseshercheek,neckandheisbusykissingher

softlyandshewakesup

Mamba:"goodmorningsthandwasam"

Avela:"goodmorning."sherunstothebathroomand

vomits.Mambasmilesandthenmakesthebed.He

hearsthewaterrunningsohetakesoutclothesfor

herthengoestojoinher.Heundressesandgetsin

theshower.

Avela:"mmh"shebitsherbottomliplookingathis

body.

Mambapullshercloseandtakesabathingsponge

andsoapthenrubsitonherbreasts.

Avela:"ifyoudon'tstop,I'mgonnabelate."

Mambakissesherneckgrabbingherbum,hishand

goingtohervaginaandAvelaspreadsherlegsand

Mambaplayswithherclit.Shethrowsherhead

backwards,herbreastsonhischestandMamba

pinsheragainstthewall.

*

*



Avelagoestoherinterviewconfidentand

everythinggoeswell,assheisleavingtheSantos

Logisticsbuilding,amanpasseswearinganavy

suitandshades.Hetakesoffhisshadesthenwinks

andAvelarushestoSgonondo'scar

Avela:"doyouknowwhothatis?"

Sgonondo:"yesanddon'tworryabouthim."

Avela:"okay,hejustgivesmecreeps."

SgonondodriveshertoMamba'shouse.

*

*

Jonathan:"lookingbeautifulasalways."

Thembi:"flatterywilltakeyoueverywhere."

Jonathan:"whatwouldyouliketoeat?"

Thembi:"somestreetwise2."

TheyheadtoKFCandorderthensitwaitingfor

theirorder.

Jonathan:"youaresobeautiful,idon'tknowwhy



Mambaletgooffyou."

Thembi:"canwepleasenottalkabouthim?"

Jonathan:"why?"

Thembi:"thatmanbrokeme!"

Jonathan:"brokeyouhow?"

Thembi:"allieverdidwastolovehim,supporthimin

everythinghedidbutherepaysmebyreplacingme.

Iknowhealwayscheatednebutwiththatgirl?He

evendisrespectedmeinfrontofher,heeven

divorcedmeforher!"

Jonathan:"thatissick!"

Thembi:"nowthatgirlisenjoyingthelifestylei

shouldbeliving.ButwhatIknowisthatwhenshit

getsreal,hewon'tbeabletohandleit."

Jonathan:"whatdoyoumeanbythat?"

Thembi:"Mambacan'tsticktoonelady,hegetstired.

He'llgettiredofherrealquick!"

Jonathan:"howaboutwemakehimtiredofher?"

Thembi:"how?"



Jonathan:"yousayhehasathingforladiesright?

Wewilluseyou."

Thembi:"no,idoubthe'dwanttoseeme."

Jonathan:"okay,wewillhavetogetmysisteron

board."

Thembi:"yoursister?"

Jonathan:"yes,sheissexyashell!He'lldefinitelyfall

forher."

Thembi:"what'sinitforyou?"

Jonathan:"hekilledmyfather,imoutforrevenge."

Thembi:"yourfatherbeing?"

Jonathan:"Teasers."

Thembi:"andwhatdoibenefit?"

Jonathan:"assoonasthegirlisoutofthe

picture,yougetyourlifeback."

Thembi:"ilovethesoundofthat."

*

*



Mamba:"howwasyourinterview?"

Avela:"ithinkitwentwellbutletmenotcountmy

chickensbeforetheyhatch."

Mamba:"whattimearewegoingtothedoctor?"

Avela:"letmefreshenupthenwecango."

Shetakesashowerthengetsdressedinadress

andsandalsthencombsherhair,shegoesto

MambawhoiswithSgonondo.Shegivesthem

privacyandgoestothekitchen.

Mamba:"yousaythemanwaswearingasuitand

shades?"

Sgonondo:"yebobozza."

Mamba:"shit!That'sEscudero.Ineedyoutofind

Sashforme."

Sgonondo:"done,she'llbeherbodyguard?"

Mamba:"yeah,I'llhavetoletherknow."

Sgonondo:"uyamfatelane?"(youloveher)

Mamba:"toomuch.She'stheone."



Sgonondo:"goodtoseeyouinlove,lemmefind

Sash."

Mamba:"sure."

SgonondoleavesandMambagoestothekitchen.

Mamba:"baby?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"asyouknowSgonondoisyourbodyguard

right?"

Avelanods

Mamba:"youalsogettinganotherfemale

guard,Sash.Whenyouareinpublic.Toalso

accompanyyouinpublictoiletsorsalons."

Avela:"o..kay."

Mamba:"okay?"

Avela:"iguessIhavenosayright?"

Mamba:"it'sforyoursafety."

Avela:"thenitrustyou.Canwego?"

Mamba:"wait,babyalotofshitisstillgoingto



happenandIneedyoutodomeafavor."

Avela:"thatis?"

Mamba:"ifyougetahintthatsomeoneiswatching

you,callmeanytimeokay?Orcomebackhome.

Andsincethenewhouseiscomingalongwell,you'll

betherebynextweek,I'llbestayingwithyou.Ican

guaranteethatthehouseisverysafe."

Avela:"areyouindanger?"

Mamba:"tobehonest,fornowbutpleasedon't

stress,I'lldoanythingtoprotectyou."

Avela:"andwhowillbeprotectingyou?"

Mamba:"icanprotectmyself.Anotherthing,don't

trustanyoneokay?Theonlypeopleyoucantrustis

me,Senzo,Sabelo,Tebogoandtheirwives.Also

SgonondoandSashokay?"

Avela:"yes."

Mamba:"andthatyou'llhaveeachothersbackno

matterwhat.Lukeisalsoguardingyoufroma

distance.Nothingwilleverhappentoyou."

Avela:"thisisscarringme."



Mamba:"don'tbescared,igotyourback."

Avela:"ialsogotyourback."

Mamba:"youpromise?"

Avela:"ipromise."

TheygotothedoctorandthedoctorchecksAvela

andunbornbaby,everythingisfine.

Avela'sphoneringsandit'sMpumi.

Avela:"hey"

Mpumi:"heymomma,weneedyourhelp."

Avela:"with?"

Mpumi:"thosekidswhichwerekidnappedaretaken

homesowearecleaningthemupandweneed

extrahelp."

Avela:"I'llbegladtohelp."

Mpumi:"thankyou."

ShedropsthecallandtellsMamba.

Mamba:"I'lltakeyouthere."

Avela:"thanks,youknowireceivedacall



congratulatingmeaboutthepregnancyand

engagement."

Mamba:"weird.Pleaseforwardmethenumber."

Avelatakesherphoneandforwardsthenumberto

Mamba.

Avela:"iguessSgonondotoldyouabouttheman

whowaswearinganavysuit?"

Mamba:"yes.Don'tworryabouthim."

TheyreachMpumi'shouseandparkinthe

driveway,therearemanyQuantamsfillingthe

yard,othersparkedoutside.

Mamba:"pleasedonotallowanythingtostressyou

okay?Idon'twantyouhavingcomplicationsduring

thepregnancy."

Avela:"iwon't."

Mamba:"forgeteverythingelseandfocusonthe

babyandyou.Iloveyou."

Avela:"okay,iloveyoutoo."

Theygetinsideandthehouseisfilledwithgirls



whoaregettingcleaned,somearebleedingand

thatbreaksAvela'sheart.

Mamba:"ifit'stoomuchyoudon'thaveto."

Avela:"icanhandleit."

TheygreeteveryoneandtheguysgowithNomsato

thekitchen.

Nomsa:"iseverythingokay?"

Sabelo:"yes.Thabzinwassupposedtohavethis

conversationwithyoubutyouknow."

Nomsalooksdownandnods.

Mamba:"somethingisyettohappenandweneed

allofyouunharmed."

Nomsa:"weallgotguards."

Tebogo:"andyouknowtherules."

Nomsa:"yesido."

Senzo:"nothingwillhappentoyou,wejustneedyou

nottotrustanyoneyoumeet."

Nomsa:"iknow,trusttheladies,youguysand



bodyguards.Anythingineedorfeelasifim

watched,icomehome.Icalleitheryouorthe

ladies."

Mamba:"gladyoustillremember."

Nomsa:"iwon'tforget."

Senzo:"goodgirl."

Nomsa:"wetrustyouguys,youneverletusdown

before."

Sabelo:"andwewillnever."

Nomsa:"isAvelaadjustingtoallthis?"

Mamba:"yes,Sashaisherguard."

Nomsa:"whuuthankGod!Sashaishardcore."

Senzo:"eventheothers."

Nomsa:"yeah,let'shopeshedoesn'tstress.It'snot

goodforourbaby."

Mamba:"our?"

Tebogo:"yes,itmaybeyourspermsbutthatbabyis

alsoours."



Mamba:"soshecanalsocallyouatmidnight?"

Sabelo:"no,weneedtosleep.Youtheonewho

nuttedinhernotussosuffer."

Mamba:"butyousaidthebabyiseveryone'sbaby

mos."

Nomsa:"whenitcomestomidnightcravings,count

usout."

Mamba:"y'allfake."

Theyalllaugh.

Senzo:"Thabzinmaybegonebutwewon'tstop

protectingyouandmakingsureyouaresafe."

Nomsa:"thankyouguys."

Theyhugandgobacktotheloungeandcontinue

cleaninguptokids.

*

*
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Thechildrenaretakenbackthefollowingdaywhich

wasonFriday,theexcitementontheirfamiliesface

ispriceless.

Woman1:"imsohappytoseeyoubackhome,after

3years!!"

Girl:"imbackmama."

Woman2:"didtheydoanythingtoyou?"

Girl2:"canwenottalkaboutit?"

TheynodandtheguysgobacktoMamba'shouse.

Theguysgotosomebasement,theyaremeeting

Escudero,YuangandVladimirwhoarearmed.The

guyshavetheirgunshiddenontheirwaists.



Mamba:"it'snowornever."

Sabelo:"let'sdothis."

Theygetinandtheirarewelcomedbyguns

pointingthem.

Mamba:"whoa!Y'alldon'twastetime."

MrYuang:"wegot2optionsforyoudearMamba."

Mamba:"I'mlistening."

Escudero:"yourseñorita."(Miss)

Mamba:"whatabouther?"

Vladimir:"herorthechildren."

Sabelo:"youwanttotrafficher?"

Escudero:"youagenuis."

Mamba:"hellno!"

Escudero:"thenthekids."

Mamba:"y'allhighonsomeshit!"

Escudero:"what'sitgonnabe?"

Tebogo:"doesthenameVeronicaringabell?"



Escudero:"disculpe?"(excuseme)

Tebogo:"yourseñorita."

Escudero:"thatbitch!"

Tebogo:"Vladimirmyfriend,didyouknowthatthis

manhereisfuckingyourwifeandmaid?"

Vladimir:"what?Escudero!"

Escuderolooksasideashamed.

Tebogo:"guessyoudidn'tknow,Yuangseñor.(Mr)

Escudero:"porfavor"(please)

Tebogo:"sssh,idothetalkingnow."

Escuderonods.

Tebogo:"good,nowYuang,Bellaisyourdaughter

right?"

Yuang:"yes"

Tebogo:"wellyourfriendEscuderoplannedtohave

hertrafficked,she'sinhisbasementaswespeak."

YuangturnstoEscuderoandshootshimontheleg.

Escudero:"fuckman!"



Yuang:"mydaughter!Howdareyou?"

Escudero:"ididn'tknow."

Tebogo:"ohyouknew,you'vebeensleepingwithher

sinceshewasinGrade10andnow?She'sdoing

her2ndyearinlaw."

Yuang:"alltheseyears?Howcouldyou!"

Heshootshimontheotherleg.

Tebogo:"soy'allstayawayfromourseñorita'sor

else,iwon'tbekind.Let'sgo."

TheygooutandtheystareatTebogo.

Tebogo:"qué?"(what)

Sabelo:"hayidon'tyoudare."

Tebogo:"konjey'alleducatedonSpanish."

Theylaugh.

Mamba:"howdidyoufindallus?"

Senzo:"thatwasabombyoudroppped!"

Tebogo:"angishotheyhadameeting?Afterwe

foundoutwhattheyweretalkingaboutIdidsome



researchandyeah."

Mamba:"yousavedus!"

Tebogo:"conmuchogusto"(withpleasure)

Mamba:"hayiTebogo!"

Tebogo:"don'tworry,I'llteachyou."

Sabelo:"wearen'tinterested."

Theylaughandgotoaclub,justtoreleasesome

steam.

*

*

Nosihle:"didyoudowhatIaskedyoutodo?"

Vuyo:"yep"

Nosihle:"now,igotaninvitationtoherengagement

party,it'sasurprise.Iwon'tbegoingbutyouare."

Vuyo:"whyme?"

Nosihle:"soyoucangettoknowherbetter."

Vuyo:"okaywhen?"



Nosihle:"tomorrow,15:30"

Shegivesherthecard.

Vuyo:"igottarackmywardrobeforthetheme."

Nosihle:"yeah,I'mcountingonyou."

Sheleavesherthereandgoesinsidethehouse.

Vuyo:"igotsecondthoughtsheybutthemoneyis

good."

Vuyogoesinthehouseandgoesinhisroom.He

goesthroughhiswardrobelookingforclothesto

weartomorrow.

*

*

ENGAGEMENTPARTY

*

Everythingisgoingwellandbythelooksgreatof

everything,it'sgoingwell.TheyareinMamba's

houseandtheymadesurehespendsthenightat

thehotel.



Nomsa:"whuuAvelaandMambaaresogoingto

lovethis."

Zorro:"ishouldalsoimpregnateandproposesothat

youalsoplanthisforme."

Theyalllaughandcontinuewiththedecor,Luke

takestheballoonsdrawingsomefunny

faces,MambaandAvela'snames.

Sphesihle:"howcanwemakesuretheygethereby

16:00sinceits15:00now?"

Sabelo:"itoldSgonondotoconvinceAvelatogoto

theMall,taketheirtimethenbringthemhere."

Nomsa:"okay,Mpumihowisthepapcomingalong?"

Mpumi:"great"

Mihle:"andalsothesalads."

Tebogo:"andwegotalltypesofScotch,youname

it,Singlemaltandsomewhiskeyandsome

champagnefortheladiesnottoforgetjuiceorMrs

Mamba."

Theyalllaughandcontinuewitheverything.



Senzo:"thisissobeautiful!"

Nomsa:"butwegottahavewaternearincasethey

faint."Theylaughagainandtheygetready,theguys

dressedinblackjeansandwhitet-shirtsandwhite

sneakers.Thegirlsinyellowdressesandsandals.

There'saknockandLukegoestoopenmeeting

Vuyo.

Luke:"youare?"

Vuyo:"imVuyolwethu,igotaninvitation."

Luke:"youarenotontheguestlist."

Vuyo:"imrepresentingtheMazibukofamily."

Luke:"waithere."

Hegoesinandtellseveryone.

Tebogo:"hecan'tbeletin,whydidn'therfamily

informus?"

Luke:"guessheshouldgoback."

HetellsVuyoandVuyotriesbribingLukebutLuke

pullsoutagun.

Luke:"doilooklikeimhungry?"



Vuyo:"no"

Luke:"igotenoughfoodtolastthewholeyearso

keepyourlousyR50.Leave."

Vuyogoesbackwithatailbetweenhislegs.

Vuyo:"fuck!"

SgonondosendsatexttoZorrothattheyareon

theirway.

Zorro:"theyareowntheirway.

*

Avela:"imsotired!Ineedtosleep."

Mamba:"hotelormyhouse?"

Avela:"hotel."

Sgonondo:"no"

Mamba:"whatdoyoumean?"

Sgonondo:"thereisthecleaningcompanycleaning

alltherooms"

Avela:"whywasn'tiinformed?"

Sgonondo:"maybetheyarestillgonnatellyou."



Mamba:"myhousethen"

SgonondosidesmilesanddrivestoMamba's

house.

Zorroislookingatthemthroughthewindowasthey

parkthecar.

Zorro:"theyarehere!"

TheyhidbehindthecouchesandLukeishiding

underthediningtable.Thedooropensandthe

couplegetsinwithSgonondo.

Everyone:"SURPRISE!!"

TheyappearandtheyaresosurprisedandNomsa

istakingavideo.

Avela:"ohmyGod!"

*

*
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Avela:"ohmyGod!"

Nomsa:"youguyslikeit?"

Mamba:"like?NoweLOVEit!"

Mihle:"wegladyoudo."

Avela:"thisissobeautiful!"

Senzo:"don'tcrytuu."

Mamba:"iguessyouknew?"

Sgonondo:"yes"

Avela:"youguysaresosneaky!Howcomewedidn't

notice?"

Mihle:"weprettygoodathidingthings."

Theylaughandthecouplesitsontheirdesigned



chairs.

Sabelo:"speechplease!"

Allofthem:"YES!"

Tebogo:"mamakaunknownfirst."

Avelagigglesandstandsup.

Avela:"yoh!"

Mihle:"don'ttellusyouarespeechless."theyall

laugh

Avela:"besidesbeingspeechless,I'mhungry."

Zorro:"outofallwedid,youarehungry?"

Avela:"ican'thelpit."

Nomsa:"whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Avela:"somethingeasy."

Siphesihlegiveshermuffinsandjuice.

Avela:"thankyou.Okay,thankyouforeverythingyou

guyshavedoneforme.Wedidn'tgetoffonthe

rightfootbutIthinkIdon'tregretmeetingyouguys.

Thankyouforallthis."



Mihle:"ncooahandwestillsorry."

Avela:"it'sokay."

Mamba:"okay,myturnnow."

Theguyschuckleandladiesgiggle.

Mamba:"onaseriousnote,thankyouforthis.We

arereallygrateful,Nomsawearehereforyou,allof

usnomatterwhat.Ifyouneedanything,justgive

anyoneofusacallokay?"

Nomsanods.

Mamba:"we'vebeenthroughsomeshitallofus,we

stoodtogetherandIhopewillwillcontinue

standingtogether"

Sabelo:"ohwewill!"

Tebogo:"cheers!"

TheyclicktheirglassesandAvelaisdrinkingjuice.

TheyhavesomefunandyoucouldseefromAvela

thatshe'ssohappy!

Theyarenowhavingsomefood.



Luke:"feelsgoodnotbeingaguardfortheday."

Theylaugh.

Mamba:"youguysarenotourworkersonly,youare

family"

Sgonondo:"sowecanchillwithyouguys

everyday?"

Sabelo:"don'tpushit."

Luke:"mamakaunknown,doyouknow

Vuyolwethu."

Avela:"no"

Luke:"hesaidsomethingaboutrepresentingyour

family."

Avela:"hayi,idon'tknowhim."shesaystakingabite

onhersausage.

Aftereating,theygobythepoolandtheladies

changeintoswimsuitsandAvelaislookingatthem.

Nomsa:"whyaren'tyouchanging?"

Avelashrugsandtheyforcehertochange,they

havebeachtowelsontheirwaistsandflops.They



gotothepoolandtheguyswearingtheirshortsand

pushins.Avelahasherfeetdippedinthewater,

Mambajoinsher.

Mamba:"youstillgood?"

Avela:"yes,imsohappy."

Mamba:"happytoherethat."

Avela:"thisisanicesurprise."

Mamba:"yeah,theyhadusfooled."

TheylaughedandMambakisseshercheek.

Tebogo:"mamakaunknown,wehopeyoustill

good."

Avela:"iam"

Tebogohandsherjuiceandlaughs.

Tebogo:"Mambaalsoneedstojoinyouindrinking

juice,heimpregnatedyou."

Avela:"isecondthat!"

Mamba:"you'llhavetoforgivemebabybutno."

Avela:"hayisuka,hamba."



Tebogo:"yeahhamba"

Mamba:"iain'tgoingnowhere"

AvelarollshereyesandMambakissesherneck.

Tebogo:"don'thavesexinhereplease"

HesaysleavingandMambabrushesherbelly.

*

*

Nosihle:"what?Theydidn'tletyouin?"

Vuyo:"yes,itriedgettinginbutno."

Nosihle:"damn!Tomorrowigottamakeupwith

Avela."

Vuyo:"tellme,whydoyouhateMamba?"

Nosihle:"heisbadformydaughter,heisa

gangster!"

Vuyo:"doyouthinkMambawouldstayawayfrom

her?"

Nosihle:"he'llhaveto"

Vuyo:"heisnotthemantogiveup,soIdoubthe'lllet



hergowithoutafight?WillAvelaleaveher?"

Nosihle:"ihavetoconvinceher."

Vuyo:"goodluck."

VuyoleavesandMelusilooksatNosihle.

Melusi:"youseriouslynotlettingthisgo?"

Nosihle:"I'llletitgowhenhestaysawayfromthat

man."

Melusi:"themanlovesherandourdaughterloves

himsoifshefindsout,youmightlooseher."

Nosihle:"she'dturnherbackonmebecauseofa

man?"

Melusi:"amanthatlovesher,heproposedandsheis

carryinghisbaby.Amanwhowouldprobablydo

anythingforher."

Nosihle:"mxm,didshereallyhavetofallfora

gangster!Rhaaa!"

Melusi:"agangsterthatlovesher."

*



*

Escudero:"man!Didyouhavetoshootme?"

Yuang:"didyouhavetofuckmydaughter?Planning

totrafficher?"

Escudero:"imsorry."

Yuang:"allthistime,iconsideredyouasmybrother

butyoubetrayme!"

Escudero:"imsorry."

VladimirgetsinandpunchesEscudero

Vladimir:"mymaidandmother?!"

Escudero:"i-..."

Vladimirkickshiminthegroinandgoesout.

Yuang:"youdisgustme!"

*

*
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Azania:"canipleasetalktoyouguys?"

Nonzwakazi:"sit."

Shesitsontheoneseatercouchandplayswithher

fingers.

Lufezo:"mntanami,kwenzekaleniKwaNdonga

Ziyaduma?"

Azania:"alotofthingsbaba,imessedwithbad

people."

Nonzwakazi:"whichbadpeople."

Azania:"thelikesofMightyMamba,Spor-..."

Lufezo:"wait,didyoujustsayMightyMamba?"

Nonzwakazi:"theeMightyMamba!"



Azania:"yeah,doyouknowhim?"

Nonzwakazi:"whodoesn'tknowthatthug!"

Azania:"yeah.Iwasfooledandalmostkilledhis

girlfriend,hisgirlfriendbeingAvelatheoneitoldyou

about."

Nonzwakazi:"Avelayourflatmate?"

Azania:"yes,shewasdatingaguycalledMenziandI

sleptwithhim,heimpregnatedmeandIdidan

abortion."

Nonzwakazi:"youwhat?"

Azania:"imsorry"(sobs)

Nonzwakazigoestothekitchenandtakesastirring

pinandheadsstraighttoAzaniaandstartsbeating

herup.

Azania:"mama,imsorry"

Nonzwakazi:"youareanembarrassment!!"

ShecontinuesbeatingherupandLufezopullsher

away.

Nonzwakazi:"leavemealonesoicanbeatthisthing



up!"

Lufezo:"it'senough!"

NonzwakazilooksatAzaniawithdisappointment

andAzaniaonlyseeshatred.

Azania:"imsorry."

Lufezo:"isthatall?"

Azania:"no,iwasaskedtokillAvelabutMamba

foundout.IvowedtostayawayfromAvelaandI

did.IhatedMenziforwhathedidsoiwenttothe

sangomaandaskedforlovepotion.IfedMenzi,it

worked.Beforeweslepttogether,itextedhiswife

andshecametotheflat.Shewatchedherhusband

havingsexwithme,shefainted.IwantedMenzito

buymeahouse,hegavemeexcusesandmade

somecallstohavehiminvolvedinanaccident.As

wespeak,heissufferingfromamnesiaandheis

crippled."

Nonzwakazi:"ulihlazo!"

Melusi:"thisisnotthegirliraised,suchcruelty!"

Azania:"it'snotall,therewasanotherguycalled



Spororo.Turnsoutheknowswhathappenedto

Ntsika."

Lufezo:"what?How?"

Azania:"idon'tknowbutiswearididn'ttellhim."

Nonzwakazi:"thisisamess!"

*

*

SpororosendsatexttoAzaniatellingherthatshe

wantsherinPretoriainamonth.

*

*

Thembi:"ireallyhopeitworks."

Jonathan:"itwillwork,lookhowirresistiblesheis."

Thembi:"yeahthatsheis,hername?"

Jonathan:"she'sChantel."

Thembi:"helloChantel."

Chantel:"hello,soyouMamba'sexwife?"



Thembi:"yes"

Jonathan:"butnotforlong"

Chantel:"iliketheideaofseducinghim,ican

imaginehimfuckingme.Damn!"

Jonathan:"forhimtofuckyou,yougottaputonahot

performance."

Chantel:"haveyouseenme?Alotofpeoplewould

dietohavethisbangingbody!"

Jonathan:"yousuredo"

Chantel:"sowhenisithappening?I'msoexcited!"

Jonathan:"wefirsthavetoknowwherehewillbe

tomorrowthenwesorted."

Chantel:"ihavetobuynewclothessothathecan

drooloverme.Butwhatifhewillbewiththatgirlof

his?"

Jonathan:"youwillflirtwithhimwhileshe'sthere."

Thembi:"don'ttellmeshescaresyou."

Chantel:"letmeseeherpicture."



JonathanshowsherAvela'spic.

Chantel:"mmh,she'sbeautifulbutItakethecup.

Betweenmeandher?Mambawilllosehismind

afterseeingmybody."

Jonathan:"let'shopeso."

*

*

Khanya:"doyoustillloveMenzi?"

Zizipho:"withallmyheart!"

Khanya:"doyouwanthimback?'

Zizipho:"yeahbuthehashurtmetoobad!"

Khanya:"let'sgoseeSangita."

Zizipho:"nomama,iamnotgoingbackthere!It

almostruinedmymarriagebefore!"

Khanya:"it'sworthatrymychild."

Zizipho:"sorrymamabutnotthistime!"

Khanya:"okaythinkaboutit.Ifyoumakeupyour

mindyouknowwheretofindme."



KhanyagoestoherroomleavingZiziphothinking

veryhardaboutSangita.

*

*

Avela:"ihadsomuchfunbutiamsotired!"

Everyonelaughs.

Nomsa:"weunderstand."

Mihle:"youdon'tsaythatyouboughtanewhouse!"

Mamba:"itwasnoneofyourbusinessnje."

Siphesihle:"guesswehavetoplanahousewarming

party."

Avela:"soyoucankeepfeedingmejuiceand

water?"

Mpumi:"wedidn'tsaybepregnant.Andwearestill

gonnaplanparties."

Avela:"whenyouplanparties,imgonnamakesurei

sleep."

Mihle:"wewillmakesureyoudon't."



Avela:"sounfair!"

Theylaugh.

Tebogo:"yabonawhenwegoingtopaylobola,we

throughapartyaftereverythinggoeswell,before

thewedding,weddingday,celebrateyouguysgoing

tohoneymoon,whenyougivebirth,andafter3

monthsthebabyisborn."everyoneisinstitches.

Avela:"youandpartiesaresameWhatsAppgroup!"

Tebogo:"ihavetopartybeforemylastdayson

EarthPhela!"

Mamba:"youarecrazyntwana."

Mamba'sphonerings.

Mamba:"Mistro."

Mistro:"boss,it'sbad!"

Mamba:"what'sup?"

Mistro:"anarmysentbyNações."

Mamba:"thatwannabegangsterladyisgettingon

mynerve."



Mistro:"thearmyisarmedandiftheygetinyour

house,youwon'tmakeitalive,allofyou."

Mamba:"damn!Howlongdoihave?"

Mistro:"theyare10minutesawayfromyourhouse.

Iftheydon'tfindyouguys,they'llgoto

Senzo's,Thabzin'sallofyou."

Mamba:"shit!Danko!"

Hedropsthecall.

Mamba:"wehave9minutestogetoutofthisplace!"

Senzo:"what'sup?"

Mamba:"Naçõeshasbegun,wehavetogo.Ifweare

here,heknowswheretofindus."

Sabelo:"wheredowego?"

Mamba:"thenewhouse."

Tebogo:"let'sgo."

Theladiesdon'taskanything,theyhave7minutes

andtheypacktheirclothesandgotothenewhouse.

Mihle:"thishouseissocool!"



Tebogo:"imightmoveinhere."

Avela:"youwon'tdosuch.Alltherushingmademe

hungry."theylaugh

Tebogo:"mamakaunknowneatstoomuch."

Avela:"you...you-.."

Mambaseesshe'sabouttocrysohegoestohug

her,helooksatTebogo.

Tebogo:"I'llorderfood."

Mamba:"don'tcrybaby,hedidn'tmeanto."

Avela:"hedid!Stopdefendinghim!"

Mamba:"imnot."

Mihle:"youseewhatyouhavedoneTebogo?"

TebogoordersfoodfromMrDapp.

Tebogo:"pleaseforgivememamakaunknown."

*

Nações:"damn!Hewashere!!"

Guy1:"whatnowbosslady?"



Nações:"imstillthinking!!"

Sheburststheballoonsinfrustration.Sheseesone

balloonwrittenMamba'snameandsheburstsit.

Nações:"theymustbeinThabani'shouse.Let'sgo."

TheygotoThabani'shouseandthere'snoone.

Guy2:"itseemsliketheyweren'tevenhere"

Nações:"iseethat!Mambamanagedtoslipagain

throughmyfingers!"

Guy3:"what'stheplan?"

Nações:"let'slaylowabit,we'llstrikeagain."

Theygochecktheguyshouseandnosign.

Nações:"bloodyhell!!!"

Shethrowshergunonthefloorinanger.

*

*
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Nações:"noican'tletthisgo,Mambahastodie!"

Guy3:"whatdowedo?"

Nações:"fornow,wejuststalkhim"

Guy1:"onlythat?"

Nações:"yes.Nowleave!"

TheguysgooutandNaçõesbangsthetablewith

herfist.Theonlythingthatwasgoinginherheadis

thatMambahastopay!

*

*

Nonzwakazi:"howdoesthatSpororoknowabout

Ntsika?"



Azania:"indon'tknow."

Lufezo:"thisisamess."

Nonzwakazi:"let'shopethathewon'ttelltheworld."

Azania:"withthatman,anythingispossible."

Lufezo:"betterprayhedoesn'tspillthebeans."

Nonzwakazi:"kodwaAzania,youwenttotheCityof

GoldtomixupwiththelikesofMightyMamba!"

Azania:"itwasn'tmyintentionsmama."

Nonzwakazi:"italwaysnotyourintentions,whenare

yougonnastarttakingresponsibilityforyour

actions?"

AzaniakeepsquietandNonzwakazimakesacall.

Dabula:"yeahwena"

Nonzwakazi:"it'sbad!Azaniajustmessedup!"

Dabula:"whatdidthatspringchickenofyoursdo?"

Nonzwakazi:"someoneknowsaboutNtsika."

Dabula:"whothehellisNtsika?"

Nonzwakazi:"don'tyoudareplaygameswithme



Dabula!"

Dabula:(chuckles)youstilloweme."

Nonzwakazi:"I'mstillworkingonyourpayment!"

Dabula:"it'salmostayear,evennow?"

Nonzwakazi:"imunemployed."

Dabula:"so?How'sthatanyofmybusiness?"

Nonzwakazi:"Dabulaplease.."

Dabula:"let'smeet,15:30myhouse."

Nonzwakazi:"okay."

Shedropsthecall,shelooksatLufezoandnods.

Azaniadecidestogetsomefreshair,shespotsher

siblingsandapproachesthem.

Azania:"whatareyouguysupto?"

Zinzi:"nothing,justchilling."

Azania:"let'sgototheshops."

Theynodandstartwalkingtotheshops.

*



*

Nosihleisgettingreadyassheismeetingupwith

herdaughter,assheisgettingdressed,her

husbandgetsin.

Melusi:"ihopeyouarenotgoingtotellhertostay

awayfromSmanga."

Nosihle:"noI'mnot."

Melusi:"reallynow?"

Nosihle:"yes,whatdoyoutakemefor?"

Melusi:"someonewhodoesn'twanttoseeher

daughterhappy."

HegoesoutaftersayingthatandNosihlegets

readythengoestotakeataxi,theyaremeetingupat

Menlyn.ShefindsherhavingaMcflurryat

McDonalds,she'swithSashabutSashaissitting

behindher.

Nosihle:"ohmybaby."

Avelastandsupandtheyhug.

Avela:"howareyoumama?"



Nosihle:"imgoodandyou?Theysitdown.

Avela:"imalsogood."

Nosihle:"youglowing,hemustbetreatingyouwell."

Avela:"heis,I'mtoldthatyouwereinvitedtothe

engagementpartybutyoucouldn'tmakeit?"

Nosihle:"yes,isentVuyobuthewaschasedaway

likeadog."

Avela:"whydidn'tyoucomeandwhoisVuyo?"

Nosihle:"iwasheldupandIcouldn'tleave,Vuyois

someoneyoushouldn'tworryyourselfabout."

Avela:"mmhokay."

Nosihle:"whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Avela:"I'mfullbutanotherMcflurrywouldn'thurt."

Nosihleorderstwomcflurries.

Avela:"howisdad?"

Nosihle:"he'sgood.Heplannedtocomeseeyou

tomorrow."

Avela:"okayandgogo?"



Nosihle:"she'sgood."

Avela:"okay,ineedthebathroom."

Nosihle:"takeyourtime."

AvelasendsatexttoSashathatshe'sgoingtothe

toiletsandSashanods,themcflurriesarriveand

Nosihlelooksaround.Sashalooksather

suspiciouslyandNosihlepourssomethingin

Avela'smcflurry,Sashasecretlytakesapicture.

Nosihlefixesherselfandenjoyshermcflurry

waitingforAvela.Avelagetsbackandsits.Sasha

walksuptothem.

Sasha:"imsorrytodisturbbutwehavetogo."

Avela:"anythingwrong?"

Sasha:"it'sanemergency."

Nosihle:"cansheleaveafterfinishinghermcflurry?"

Sasha:"imafraidnot."

Nosihle:"takeitwithyouthen."

Avelatakesit,sayshergoodbyetohermomthen

theygoout.



AsAvelaisabouttoeatthemcflurry,Sasha

snatchesitthenthrowsitinthebin.

Avela:"whatthehell?"

Sasha:"pleasegetinthecar."

Avela:"whydidyoudothat?"

Sasha:"themcflurryispoisoned!"

Avela:"what?"

Sasha:"yourmotherpoisonedthemcflurry!"

Avela:"youarelying."

SherushestoSgonondo'scarandSashafollows

her.

Avela:"ican'tbelieveyou,howcanyoulieaboutmy

motherlikethat?"

Sashashowsherthepicture,Avelaisspeechless

andshejustcries.Sashapullsherclose.

Sasha:"sshdon'tcry."

SgonondodrivestothehouseandAvelarushesin

thehouse,shepasseseveryoneandgoestothe



bedroom.SashaandSgonondofollow.

Mamba:"whathappened?"

Sgonondo:"aiminabossidon'tknow."

Tebogo:"Sasha?"

SashashowsMambathepicturesandMamba

exhalesloudly.

Mamba:"sothiswomanwantstoharmmybaby?"

Sabelo:"what?Doesshehateyouthatmuch?"

MambagoestothebedroomfindingAvelacrying.

Mambatakesherinhisarms.

Avela:"why...does...shehate..me?"shesaysbetween

hersobsandMambabrushesherback.

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:14] :WHOISHE?

*

*



*

Insert59

*

*

Nosihle:"whoheardfromAvelatoday?"

Melusi:"youwerewithhermos?"

Nosihle:"yeah,shepromisedtocallmewhenshe's

homebecausesomegirldisturbedusandsaidthey

havetogosinceit'sanemergency."

Gogo:"ihopesheisfine."

Nosihlekeepscheckingherphoneeverynowand

then,Spororogetsin.

Spororo:"family."hekissesGogoandNosihlethen

sits.

Spororo:"everybodygood?"

Melusi:"yourmomhereisworriedaboutAvela."

Spororo:"why?Hassomethinghappenedtoher?"

Melusi:"notthatIknowof."



Spororo:"letmejustcallher."

SpororotakesouthisphonethencallsAvela,itrings

unanswered.

Spororo:"she'snotanswering."

Gogo:"let'shopeshe'sfine."

Nosihle:"yeah."

Nosihlegoestothebathroomandmakesacall.

Zola:"mybabe."

Nosihle:"isthemuthitraceable?"

Zola:"no"

Nosihle:"howlongdoesittaketowork?"

Zola:"itworksafter3-4hours."

Nosihle:"so1hourleftforittowork,okaybye."

Zola:"whodidyouuseiton?"

Nosihle:"don'tworryyourselfaboutthat."

Zola:"okay,aslongasitwon'tleadbacktome."

Nosihle:"relax,itwon't."



Shedropsthecall,shestartspacingupanddown.

Nosihle:"Avelawillhavetoforgiveme,sheisnot

marryingthatgoodfornothinggangster!"

*

*

Nomsa:"somemothersarecruel."

Mihle:"like,togotoextremeextentstokillyour

grandchild,whatifshealsoendeddying?"

Sphesihle:"Mambawillskinheralive."

Tebogo:"mamakaunknownishurtshame."

Senzo:"ialsowouldbe,myownmothertryingto

hurtme!"

Sabelo:"awomanwhogavebirthtoyou?Hayi

shame!"

Mpumi:"ifitwasn'tforyouSasha,we'dbetalkinga

differentstory."

Sasha:"it'snothing,Mambasaidishouldmakesure

sheissafesoI'mdoingexactlythat."



Nomsa:"butstill,wegrateful."

Sasha:"pleasure,soveleveleMambaleft

MaThembisforher?"

Sabelo:"yes,divorceoneway!"

Sasha:"veleineverlikedThembi,shewas...hayi

nevermind."

Theylaughed.

Sasha:"let'shopeAvelawon'thurtMamba."

Nomsa:"no,let'shopeMambawon'thurther."

Senzo:"let'sjusthopetheydon'thurteachother."

Sgonondo:"sovelebozzaisheadoverheelsinlove?

Wow!"

Tebogo:"yesheis."

Sabelo:"tobehonest,whenwefirstmetherataclub,

ithoughtMambawasjustgonnafuckandleaveher

likethat!"

Sasha:"theymetataclub?"

Tebogo:"yes,shewasawaitress."



Sasha:"wow,issheawaitressevennow?Knowing

Mambahewon'tallowthat."

Nomsa:"fromwhatIheard,shequitherjobafterthe

managerwantedhertobeastripperbecauseshe

gotthelooksandallthat.Thatshe'llmaketheclub

extramoney."

Sasha:"soshewantedtogetrichbecauseofher

body?"

Nomsa:"yep."

Sasha:"she'stripping,shedidwellbyquitting.Ialso

wouldhavedonethat.Evenifitpaysthebills,

never!"

Senzo:"besides,Mambawouldn'thaveallowedit.

Imaginegoingtotheclubthenyouspotyour

girlfriendhalfnakedtwerkingformen!"

Sgonondo:"iwasseriouslygoingtoloseityerr!"

*

Mamba:"myQueen,stopcryingnow,youarehurting

me."

Avela:"Smanga,youdon'tgetit!"(sniffs)



Mambamakeshersitontopofhimthenwipesher

tears.

Mamba:"talktomemylove."

Avela:"asyouknow,iwasmeetingwithmymom.."

Mamba:"right."

Avela:"weweremeetingatMcDonalds,iwashaving

amcflurrysosheaskedifiamhungryornotbutI

said,iamfullbutanothermcflurrywon'thurt."

Mamba:"okay,continue."

Avela:"sheordered2mcflurries,iexcusemyselfto

gotothebathroom,ihinttoSashaandshenods.I

domybusiness-.."

Mamba:"yourbusinessbeing?"

Avela:"Smanga!"

Mamba:"iwanttoknowhawu."

Avela:"ipeed,wipedmyself,washedmyhands."

Mamba:"isthatall?"

Avela:"yes,that'sall."



Mamba:"okay,continue."

Avela:"whenigotout,themcflurrieshadarrived,i

satdownandSashacametoussayingwehaveto

go,it'sanemergency.Momsaidafterthemcflurry

butSashawasn'thavingit.Mamasaidimusttakeit

withme,iagreedandIsaidmygoodbyes,asiwas

abouttoenjoyit,Sashasnatcheditandthrewitin

thebin.Iaskedherwhatisshedoing,shesaidmy

mompoisonedit,ididn'tbelievehertillsheshowed

methepicture.Likeitbrokemyheart."

Mamba:"it'sagoodthingSashathrewit,itcould

haveharmedyouorourbaby."

Avela:"it'sofficialmymotherhatesme."

Mamba:"nobaby-.."

Avela:"shedoesSmanga,atfirstshewasn'thappy

thatIwaspregnantandengagedtoyou.Shesaid

youwereagangsterandallthat."

Mamba:"callingyoua"injubaqa"?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"it'sclearthatyourmotherdoesnotlikeme.



Themuthiwastoharmmybabynotyou."

Avela:"b-.."

Mamba:"shedoesn'twantanythingtodowithme

becauseofthethingsido,iamnotgoodenoughfor

you.Iunderstand,shewantedyoutobea

relationshipwithsomeonewhoisnotagangster."

Avela:"gangsterornot,iloveyouSmanga."

Mamba:"I'msureshethinks,youaretheonewho

brokemymarriagewithThembi."

Avela:"ami?"

Mamba:"no,mymarriagewithherwaslongover,we

werejustputtingupashowforthemedia.Sodon't

youeventhinkthatyouarethereasonokay?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"iloveyouAvela,withallinme.Youbring

outthebestinme,iwoulddoanythingtomakeyou

happy,betheperfectmanthatyouwant."

Avela:"don't,don'tbeperfect.Iloveyouthewayyou

are,withallyourflaws.Don'tbesomeoneyouare

notbecauseyouwanttoimpressme.Ifellinlove



withtherealyouandnotthefakeyou.Iloveyou

justthewayyouare."

Mambasmilesthenpullsherclosetohimand

kissesher.

Mamba:"thankyou,forlovingmethewayiam,not

becauseofmystatus."

Avela:"yourstatushadtobeabonus."

Theylaughed.

Mamba:"sowhatareyougoingtodowithyour

mother?"

Avela:"idon'tknowbutfornow,I'mkeepingmy

distancefromher."

Mamba:"areyousureaboutthat?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"ifthat'swhatyouwantthenokay."

Avela:"Sashamustgetmeanothermcflurry."

Mamba:"I'llmakesureshedoes."

Avela:"now..."shekisseshisneck,gentlybitingitand



Mambagrabsherbutt..

Mamba:"yes?"

Avela:"makelovetome.."

Mambasmilesandremoveshertop.Helaysheron

thebedandinnotime,theyarebothnaked.He

kissesherchestplayingwithherboobs,hegoes

downthenstaresatherbelly.

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Hekissesherbelly,hishandsmaketheirwaytoher

vaginaandhestartsrubbingit,thetouchshook

wavestoherclit.Shemoanedloudlyandopened

herlegswidely,Mambagotdownandlickedherclit

whiletheotherfingerwasmovinginandout,herleg

onhershoulder,pullinghisheadtogodeeper,she

didnotknowwhattodowithherhands,Mamba

applyingmorepressuretoherclitandherbody

shakesasherorgasmwashesoverher.Mamba

smileslookingatherassheorgasms.Shebreathes

heavilyandherclitthrobs.Mambamakesherhold

herlegsandkeepthemopen.Hejerkshispenison



herclit..

Avela:"mmh..Smanga!"

Mamba:"yesmylove"

Heteasesherwithhispenis,andAvelalet'sgoof

herleg.

Mamba:"wantmetostop?"

Avela:"no"

SheholdsherlegupandMambainsertsthetipof

hispeniswhichmakesherbackarch.Hetakesit

outagain.

Avela:"Smanga!"

Mamba:"myQueen"hesaysteasingher..

Avela:"please...mmh.."

Mamba:"whatdoyouwant?"

Avela:"pleaseputitin.."

Mambainsertsherpeniswhichmakesherscream

inpleasure.

*
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MonthspassedandAvelais4months

pregnant,meaningthelobolanegotiationsareabout

totakeplace,actuallytheyaretakingplace

tomorrow.

Senzo,SabeloandTebogogoingtobeMamba's

unclessincehehasnoonetorepresenthim.Avela

isstayingatherparentshousebutherandher

motheraren'tonspeakingterms.Shewasinthe

bedroomshewasusingwithher2cousins.

Nothando:"mycousinisgettingmarried!"



Njabulo:"totheeMightyMamba!"

Avelagiggles.Herphonerings.

Avela:"sthandwasami."

Mamba:"myQueen,areyoustillokay?"

Avela:"imfineandyou?"

Mamba:"imokay,imjustmissingyou."

Avela:"imissyoutoo."

Mamba:"canipleasecomeseeyou?"

Avela:"hayiSmanga!"

Mamba:"it'sbeen3dayswithoutseeingyou,talking

toyouonthephoneisnotenough.Ineedtohold

you.Evenifit'sjust30minutes."

Avela:"youcan'tbepatientwena!"

Mamba:"I'llonlybeseeingyoutomorrowafter

everythingisover!"

Avela:"30minutesonly?"

Mamba:"iswear,imonmyway."

Avela:"justdon'tparkinfrontofthegate."



Mamba:"iwon't.I'llcallonceI'vearrived."

Avela:"okay."

Shedropsthecall,NothandoandNjabuloscream.

Avela:"whuuhaike!"

Theylaughandshegoestotakeabath.

*

Mamba:"seeyoulater."

Zorro:"yougoingtoseeyoursoontobewife?"

Mamba:"yes,ihavebeenmissinghersobad!"

Sasha:"canwetagalong?"

Mamba:"hellno!"theylaughandMambatakeshis

carkeysanddrivestoseehisQueen.

Assoonashearrives,hecallsherlettingherknow

thatheishere.Shegoesoutdressedinadressand

slippers,sheapproachesMamba'scarandgetsin.

Mamba:"finally!It'sbeenlong!"

Avelagigglesandtheyhugged.Theykissfora

whilethenbothsmile.



Mamba:"ihopeyourmotherhasnotbeenpulling

herstunts."

Avela:"no,ionlyeatfoodmadebygogoonly."

Mamba:"that'sbetter."

Avela:"yousaidyoumissedmebutyoudon'tbring

anygoodies"

Mamba:"theonlythingthatwasonmymindisme

holdingyou."

Hesaysbrushingherbelly.

Theysitinthecarforabout2hoursthensaytheir

goodbyesandMambagoestohishouse.

Senzo:"tomorrowwearebringingyourfiance."

Tebogo:"traditionallyasMrsNkosi."

*

Thefollowingday,it'sthelobolanegotiationsand

Mambaisoverthemoon.

Senzo:"howmuchareyouwillingtopay."

Mamba:"anyamount."



Tebogo:"myboyiswhipped!"

TheylaughandgetreadytogototheMazibuko

household.

*

5ameverybodyisup,Avela'saunts,uncles,parents

andgogo.Theyprepareallthenecessaryfoodsand

allthat.

7am,Avelaistakingabathandsheisdressedina

longdress,headwrapandscarfonhershoulders.

She'sstuckinthebedroomasshe'snotallowedto

goout.Herphonerings.

Avela:"baby."

Mamba:"sthandwasami,howareyoufeeling?"

Avela:"imsonervous,whatifeverythinggoes

wrong?"

Mamba:"itwon't,itrusttheguysandyouwillwalk

outasMrsNkosi."

Avela:"okay."

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"



Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

*

Avelahearsnoisecomingfromoutsideandshe

peaks,it'stheguyscallingtheirclannames.

Chiefnegotiator:"sikhulekilekwa

Mazibuko,mwelase,manzenzulu,phuthini,muna..."

Theycontinueandtheyarenotletin.Gogogetsin.

Avela:"gogo,whyisn'tdadandtheunclesopening

forthem?"

Gogo:"iftheywantyou,theyhavetowait."

Avela:"howlong?"

Gogo:"hours."

Avela:"hoursgogo?It'stoohot,they'llburn!"

Gogo:"it'stradition."

GogolaughsandAvelasighs.

Theycontinuerecitingtheclannamesandafter

hours,theyareletin.

*



Avelaisfrustratedthatnooneistellingherwhat's

goingon,anourpassesandshe'sbeingcalled,along

withhercousins.Theyarecoveredinblankets,the

blanketistoohot!

Melusi:"wegotbeautifulflowers,sowhichoneare

youherefor?"

Tebogo:"theoneonthelefthandside."

Avelasmilesandshe'srevealed.

Avela'suncle:"mshana,doyouknowthesepeople?"

Avela:"yebomalume."

Melusi:"whoarethey?"

Avela:"theyaretheNkosi's"

Uncle:"youmaybeexcused."

NjabulohelpsAvelastandup,thereisululating.

Avelaisrelievedthateverythingwentwell.

*

*

Senzo:"she'sofficiallyyours!"



Mamba:"thankyoueverything,iwouldn'thavedone

itwithoutyouguys."

Tebogo:"sinceeverythingwentwell,mamaka

unknownisofficiallyMrsNkosi,ittimetoparty!"

Sabelo:"forsomeonewhowaspartoflobola

negotiations,yousuredoparty!"

Theylaugh.

Tebogo:"ioncetoldmamakaunknownbeforeandI

willsayitagain,ihavetopartybeforemylastdays

onEarth!"

Mambachucklesandcallshiswife

Mamba:"MrsNkosi."

Avela:"ilovethesoundofthat."

Mamba:"youshouldbecauseitiswhoyouaregoing

tobefortherestofyourlife."

Avela:"imsoexcited!"

*

*



Azania:"tomorrow,iamgoingbacktoeGoli."

Nonzwakazi:"didn'tyousayyouarenolongergoing

there?"

Azania:"changeofplans."

Nonzwakazi:"Dabulawantshismoney."

Azania:"wepaidhimnjebysa-..."Nonzwakazislaps

hersohardandsheholdshercheek.

Nonzwakazi:"don'tyoudare!Youandiaregoingto

continuewithwhatweweredoingwithDabula!"

*

*
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Azania:"mamaican't,ijustcan'tkeeponkilling

innocentbabiesfortheirbloodsowecanbe

financiallyset."

Nonzwakazi:"iknowyoustillhurtaboutwhat

happenedtoNtsikabutyouhavetotryandforget

aboutit."

Azania:"forget?Forgetmama?Ntsikawasmyfirst

born,hewasonlyaweek!Ikilledhimthenwedrank

hisblood!Puresatanism."

Nonzwakazi:"noit'snot!Wehaveeverythingwe

needandmorebecauseofthat."

Azania:"weevenhadtokillyourbestfriendsbaby

becauseofmoney.Siphilangemaliyegazi!"

Nonzwakazi:"thatbloodmoneysentyoutothebest

privateschoolthereis!"

Azania:"what'stheuseofgoingtothebestprivate

schoolyetikeptonfailing?"

Nonzwakazi:"Aza.."

Azania:"nomom,ipassedbywitchcraft!Gotinto



varsityngobuthakathi!Ipassedbybewitching

lecturers!"

Nonzwakazi:"andyou'llgetyourdreamjobngalobo

buthakathi!"

Azania:"don'tyougettiredmangobaI'mhonestly

tired!"

Nonzwakazi:it'stoosoontobetiredmntanami."

Azania:"butmamai-.."

Nonzwakazi:"hey!Idon'twanttohearit,00:00we

aregoingtoDabula.Getdressedinblackorred!"

*

*

Thembi:"what'swrongwithChantel?Weshould

havedonethismonthsago!"

Jonathan:"shegotthingstodo."

Thembi:"sothe#MambaCampaignisnot

important?"

Jonathan:"relax,she'scomingback."



Thembi:"wherewasshe?"

Jonathan:"toseeherin-lawsinLimpopo."

Thembi:"weshoulddothisbeforeMambamarries

thatgirl."

Jonathan:"evenwhentheygetmarried,wewill

separatethem."

Thembi:"Chantelmustjustgetback!"

*

*

Ladies:"umakotingowethisiyavuma,ungowethu

ngempelasiyavuma."

Guys:"uzosiwashela,asiphekele-.."

Mamba:"whoa!Ninyerightthere."

Avela:"tellthembaby."

Sabelo:"you'llgobacksoonerthanexpected."

Mamba:"andshe'smymakoti,notours.She'llcook

andcleanformeonly."

Tebogo:"whuucanmamakaunknowncooknje?"



Avela:"yes,whatdoyoutakemefor?"

Siphesihle:"samedayyourlobolawentwell,you

alreadyhere?"

Avela:"wellmyhusbandwantedhisQueentosleep

nexthim."shewinksandtheyalllaugh.

Nomsa:"whenarewestartingwiththewedding

preparations?"

Avela:"nextweekmaybe?"

Mamba:"in2monthstime,weofficiallytiyingthe

knot."

Mihle:"wegot2monthstopreparetheweddingof

yourdreams."

Mihle:"noneedtoask,weareyourbridesmaids."

Sabelo:"andusthegroomsmen."

Welaughandmakesomesnacks.

Sasha:"MrsMamba."

Avela:"wenayoustillowememymcflurry."

Sasha:"eish,that."



Avela:"yeahthat."shesaystakingabiteofapie.

Sasha:"thenexttimewegototheMall,iswearto

buyyouone."

Avela:"makethat3."

Sasha:"donedeal."

Tebogo:"sohowarethingsbetweenyouandyour

mother."

Avela:"it'sstillbad.Ididn'teveneatfoodprepared

byher."

Sabelo:"it'sagoodthingshedidn'tmessthingsup

foryou."

Avela:"Iwastoldshewassleeping."

Zorro:"onyourdaughtersnegotiations,yousleep?

Yeahne!"

Luke:"she'sworse!"

Avela:"ithinkIdon'tevencarenow,whatshedoes

now,doesn'treallymatter."ishrugandtheylookat

me.

Tebogo:"enoughaboutpeoplewhodon'twantto



seeushappy,let'spartypeople!"

TheylaughasTebogostartswritingalistofall

thingstheywillneedforaparty.

*

*
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Everheardaboutapartythatwasplannedin2

hours?Yup,Tebogomanagedtopullitoff,perksof

havingconnections,theygotalltypeofalcohol

they'llneed.Theyinvitedsomeoftheirfriends.

Tshepo:"thispartyissocool,ithasTebzaalloverit."



Tebogo:"I'mthemastermindofplanningthemost

greatest,fuckenlitparties!"everybodylaughs.

MK:"therealwaysareasonbehindthepartiesy'all

plan,sowhat'sthereason?"

Sabelo:"wellMambahere,hislobolanegotiations

wentwell."

Nsimbi:"youreallywifeingthisgirl?"

Mamba:"yes.She'stheone."

Brian:"whereisshe?"

Mamba:"she'ssleeping."

Mihle:"onthatnote,letmegowakeherup."

MihlegoestoAvelaandgentlywakesherup.

Mihle:"wakeup,everyoneishere."

Avela:"everyone?"

Mihle:"someofourotherfriends.Ihavetowarnyou,

LeratoandAndiswaarejustbittersidechicks."

Avela:"aretheyrude?"

Mihle:"sortofbutdon'tworry,wegotyourback."



Avelanodsthenfreshensup.

Avela:"whatshouldiwear?"

Mihle:"anythingyoufeelcomfortablein."

Avelagetsdressedintrackpants,tshirtand

slippers,theygojoinothers.

MK:"holycow!WheredidyougetherMamba?"

Mamba:"imblessed,iknow."

Leratolooksatherthenrollshereyes.

Mamba:"everybody,thisismywife,Avela."

Tebogo:"she'smamakaunknownbutimtheonly

onewhocallsherthat."theychuckle.

Mamba:"andmyQueen,thesearesomeofourother

friends,TshepomarriedtoMbali,Nsimbimarriedto

Naledi,RollermarriedtoNtando.BrianandMK,i

don'tknowwhat'supbuttheyarewithLeratoand

Andiswa.

Brian:"theyareoursidechicks."

Avela:"oh,nicetomeetyouall."



Roller:"pleasureisours."

Tebogo:"mamakaunknown,don'tforget,juiceor

waterforyou."

Avela:"didyouhavetoremindme?"

Tebogo:"sothatyoudon'tforget"theylaughand

theguysgobraaimeet.Theladiesareinthekitchen.

Lerato:"sowhereisThembi?"

Nomsa:"doyouseeherhere?"

Andiswa:"issheonherway?"

Siphesihle:"noanddon'thaveevermentionher.Her

andMambaaredivorcedsosheremainsinthe

past."

Mbali:"soshe'sthereasonwhyMambadivorced

her?"shelooksatAvelabutAvelaismindingthe

yoghurtshe'senjoying.

Mihle:"noshe'snot.Theirrelationshipwasjustcold

soitended.MambaandAvelafellforeachother."

Mbali:"mmmh."

Lerato:"sodoyouloveMamba?"



Avela:"yes"sheanswerswithouthesitation.

Naledi:"congratulationsonyourpregnancy."

Avela:"thankyou."

Ntando:"hemustbetreatingyouwell,youare

glowing."

Avela:"heis."

Lerato:"glowingmyleftfoot!"

Nomsa:"what'supwithyouRato?"

Lerato:"ijusthateHomewreckers."

Avela:"byhomewreckeryoumeanme?"

Lerato:"ncooah,she'snotslow.Aroundof

applause."

Avela:"s-.."

Mpumi:"igotthismamakaunknown,wena

Rato,AndiswaandMbaliwhat'swrongwithyou?"

Mbali:"she'saslut."

Avela:"takesonetoknowone."

Mbali:"I'llslapyou."



Avela:"doit,what'sstoppingyou?"

Mbali:"justthatMambawilldefendyou."

Avelagigglesandstuffshermouthwithyoghurt.

Mihle:"ify'alldon'tlikeAvela,toobadbecausesheis

notgoinganywhere,sheisheretostay.Mamba

lovesherandsodoessheloveshim."

Lerato:"she'sjusttooplainforapersonlike

Mamba."

Avela:"hefellinlovewithjustthewayiam."

Andiswa:"isitthelooksormoney?"

Avela:"both."

Mbali:"soyoudon'tlovehim?"

Avela:"ido,ifiwasn't,Iwasnotgoingtobewearing

this."sheshowshertheengagementring,Mbaliand

Ratogasp.

Siphesihle:"niyaphaphanx,y'allhungrysidechicks!"

Mbali:"iain'tasidechick."

Mpumi:"youactinglikeone!"



Mbali:"atleastmyhusbandisalive,unlike

someones!"

ShesayslookingatNomsa,whostandsupand

goesoutside.

Avela:"didyoureallyhavetosaythat?!"

Mbali:"it'strue."

Avela:"youaresoinconsiderate!"

AvelagoesoutsidefollowingNomsa.

MpumislapsMbalisohardandsherunstothe

guys.

Roller:"what'sup?"

Mbali:"theyhitme"

*

AvelafindsNomsabythepoolandcrying.She

walksuptoherthensitsnexttoherandbrushes

herback.

Nomsa:"imisshim."

Avela:"iknowyoudo.Youlovedhimandyoustill



do."

Nomsa:"didshereallyhavetosaythat?"

Avela:"don'tmindherplease."

Nomsa:"it'strue,heisnomore!I'mtheonlyonewho

hasnohusband."

Avela:"I'llbeyourhusband."

Nomsalooksatherthengiggles.

Avela:"thereisthatbeautifulsmileI'vebeen

meaningtosee."

Nomsa:"butAve-.."

Avela:"Nomsano,Thabaniwouldhavelovedtosee

yousmilehappyandnotdrowninginyourtears

becauseheisgone.Hemaybegonebutdefinitely

notforgotten.Heplayedaroleinourlives,even

thoughhesometimesscaredme.Don'tmindMbali,

doitforme."

Nomsa:"okay,ineededthat."

Avelawipeshertearsandtheybothsmile.

Avela:"doyouwanttogobackorstayherefora



while?"

Nomsa:"let'sgoin."

TheystandupandAvelawrapsherarmaround

Nomsa'swaist.

Nomsa:"let'shopeMambawon'tkillme."

Avela:"I'llnotallowhimtokillmywifehawu."

Theylaughagain,theygetinsidethehouseandall

eyesareonthem.

Tebogo:"whyarehereyesred?"

Siphesihle:"blameitonMbalirhaa!"

Mamba:"Mbaliwon'teverchange!Areyouokay?"

Nomsa:"yes,myhusbandmadesureimfine."she

winkslookingatAvela.

Mamba:"hayihayi,husband?"

Avela:"let'sgotogetsomefoodmywife."

Theygotothekitchenleavingeveryonelaughing.

*
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Mamba:"hayiguys,didihearthemcorrectly?"

Roller:"yesyoudidmyfriend!"

Senzo:"jealousyoneway!"

Mamba:"hayibafethu!"

NomsaandAvelagotingigglingwithaplatefullof

braaidmeat.

Tebogo:"stinakebosso!"

TheyalllaughbutMbaliissoannoyed.

Mbali:"iftheyeatsomuchmeat,whatarewegonna

eat?"



Nomsa:"uhm,youseewhenyougotothekitchen,

youwillfindMihleandSphedishingupsoyoucan

askthat."

MK:"andplease,let'srespectMrsNkosi,it'sher

houseafterall."

Mpumi:"ihopetheroll-onsarelistening!"

Tebogo:"cheerstothat!"theyclicktheirbeers,Mihle

andSphesihleserveeverybody,theyaresitting

downhavingdrinksbutLeratodoestheunexpected!

Lerato:"iinvitedafriend,ihopeyoudon'tmind."

Mamba:"wemind,youshouldhavespokentous

first."

Sphesihle:"let'shopeyourfriendcomeswithafull

stomachbecausethereisnomorefoodfor

strangers."

Andiswa:"nicebeingAvela,sheeatsmeatonlywhile

therestofushavetoeatpapandsaladsandmeat."

Avela:"nobodyisforcingyoutoeatpapandthe

salads."

Tebogo:"besidesunknowndoesn'tfeellikehaving



pap."theylaughandAvelagoestositontopof

Mamba.

Roller:"isaluteyou,youcallNomsayourwifewith

Mambainthesameroomthenyougositontopof

him."

Avela:"phelathisismynumber1"

Mamba:"heardthatNomsa?Icomefirst."

Nomsa:"ohwhatever!"

Tshepo:"sowhenisthebigday?"

Sabelo:"hayiwewillsendyouinvitationsandyou'll

seethedatethere."

Naledi:"ihopeigettheinvitation!"

Avela:"withnodoubt!"

Zorro,Luke,SgonondoandSashagotincarrying

moreboozeandtheyweredancing.

Sasha:"awuRollernqinalami!"

Roller:"yahswine!"

Theyhugandgreettheothers.



Sasha:"igotyourmcflurry."

Avela:"youareastar!"

Sashatakesapieceofmeatfromtheplate.

Mbali:"she'sevengettingmcflurries,mmk!"

Andiswa:"herlovepotionreallyworks."

Avela:"andiamstillgonnauseit!"

Mamba:"useitwenamyQueen."

MK:"yeah,he'swhipped!"

Aftereating,theyforceMbalitowashthedishesand

shedoes,Avelagoestothekitchentotakesomeice

cream.Asshewasabouttogoout,Mbalispoke.

Mbali:"youdoknowheisnotthatinlovewithyou?

HisheartbelongstoThembi."

Avela:"ncooahman,that'ssocute."

Mbali:"heneverstickstoonegirl,trustmeiknow

andI'veseenhim.Soonerorlater,he'llgettiredof

youandthrowyoulikesomepieceofrubbish."

Avela:"okay,areyoudone?"



Mbali:"youmaythinkiamjokingbutiamnot.

Mambawillrevealhistruecolors."

Avela:"histruecolorsbeingthathecheats?Hecan't

sticktoonewoman?"

Mbali:"yes,willyoubeabletosleeppeacefully

knowingthathekillspeople?"

Avela:"yeahIknow,thedrugs,robbingbanksetc."

Mbali:"hetoldyou?"

Avela:"yes,meaninghetrustme.Toodles!"

Sheleaveshertherethenjoinstherest.

Mamba:"areyoustillokay?"

Avela:"yes.Iam."

Mamba:"theniamglad."

Aphonebeeps,ohit'sLerato'sbecauseshesmiled

andrushedtothedoor.Ohnoshedidn't!

Sabelo:"Thembi?"

Thembi:"helloeveryone."

Lerato:"thisismyguestandshewillbeAvela's



maidofhonor."

*

*

Theclockhit00:00,AzaniaandNonzwakaziby

Dabula'sdoorstepdressedinblackclothes.

Dabulo:"removeyourshoesandkneel."

Theydidashesaidandablacksnakeappeared,it

wrappeditselfaroundNonzwakazi'sneckandared

oneappeared,itdidthesametoAzania."

Dabula:"getin!"

Hecommandedandtheygotinlookingdown.

Dabula:"nifunani?"(whatdoyouwant)

Nonzwakazi:"feedVulindlela."

Dabula:"Vulindlelahasbeenthirstyandyouhaveto

makeituptohim."

SoundsofanimalsgrowlingscaredAzania,thou

sheusedtocomeherebefore,thisplacescaresher.

Nonzwakazi:"whatcanwedo?"



Dabulahandsthenrazorblades.

Dabula:"cutyourwristsandpourthebloodhere."

Heputablackpotinfrontofthem,theycuttheir

wristsandpouredtheblood,Vulindlelaappeared

anddranktheblood.

Dabula:"officiallytherichestladyalive,bringthe

babytomorrow."

Nonzwakazi:"yeboDabula."

*

*
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Nonzwakazi:"backtobusiness."

Azania:"youknow,ithoughtMambawasworsebut

wetakethecup!"

Nonzwakazi:"thatMambaofyoursisrich,who

knows?Hemightalsobedoingwhatwedo."

Azania:"he'snot."

Nonzwakazi:"howdoyouknow?"

Azania:"ijustknow."

Nonzwakazi:"mmhokay,imgonnabeswimmingin

moolah!"

Azania:"letmegosleep."

Nonzwakazi:"sleepwell!"

Azaniagoestoherroom,shelaysonthebedstaring

atherwrists.Herringingphonedisturbsher.

Azania:"hello"

Spororo:"yewena,didn'tisayiwantyoubackin

Pretoria?"

Azania:"youdid."



Spororo:"sowhythehellareyoustillinEastern

Cape?"

Azania:"I'mnotcomingbackthere."

Spororo:"whatdidyousay?"

Azania:"iamnotcomingback."

Spororo:"iseevisitingDabulagrewyousomeballs."

Azania:"uh..erh..what?"

Spororo:"there'snothingidon'tknow.Tomorrow

morning,buyyourselfabusticketandgethere."

Spororodropsthecall,Azaniascratchesherheadin

frustration.

Azania:"whatdoidonow?"

*

*

Menziisslowlybutsurelyrecovering,hehasgained

backhismemoryandhasbeenattendingphysio.

HehastriedreachingouttoZiziphobutZiziphois

nothavinganyofit.Sheevensenthimdivorce

papers.Istheirmarriagereallyover?



*

*

ThemoodatthepartywasnowsourafterLerato

droppedthebomb.

Mamba:maybeididn'thearyouclearly,whatdid

yousay?"

Lerato:"ThembiisAvela'smaidofhonor,surprise!"

Avela:"whatanuglysurprise."

Mamba:"atwhosewedding?"

Thembi:"yoursMambahawu."

Mamba:"idon'twanttoseeyouatmywedding."

Tebogo:"youaren'teveninvited."

Thembi:"imthemaidofhonor,whetheryoulikeitor

not.RightAvela?"

Avela:"no"

Lerato:"thenwhoseyourmaidofhonor?"

Avela:"I'dlikeNomsatobemymaidofhonor."

Nomsa:"what?"



Avela:"canyoupleasebemymaidofhonor?"

Nomsa:"ohmyword!I'dloveto.Thankyou."

Avela:"pleasure,it'ssorted."

Thembi:"whatdoessheknowaboutbeingamaidof

honor?"

Sabelo:"let'sputthemaidofhonoraside,whatdo

youwantThembi?"

Thembi:"iwastoldbymyfriendthereisapartyand

iaminvited."

Mihle:"doyouknowwhosehouseisthis?"

Thembi:"whoisit?"

Mamba:"youdon'tknow?It'smyQueenshouse."

Avela:"theQueenbeingme."

Thembi:"what?!"

Avela:"yeah."shesayswigglinghereyebrows.

Thembi:"ohwellidon'tmind."

Andiswa:"Teemyfriend!"

Thembi:"intheflesh."



Siphesihle:"Thembi,pleasedoallofusafavor?"

Thembi:"what?"

Siphesihle:"pleaseleave."

Thembi:"hayiyoh."

Tebogo:"Thembisile,can'tyouseethatyouhave

ruinedagreatparty?Yourpresenceisjust.."

Avela:"devilish."everybodylaughsexceptfor

Thembi,Lerato,MbaliandAndiswa.

Thembi:"areyougoingtoallowhertospeaktome

likethatMamba?"

Mamba:"yeah,it'sherhouseafterall."heslidsher

handsinsidethetshirtasshewasstillsittingon

topofhim.

Thembi:"soyoudon'tlovemeanymore?"

Mamba:"yes."

Mbali:"afterallshe'sdoneforyou?"

Mamba:"andwhatdidshedoforme?"

Andiswa:"tellhimThembi."



Thembi:"isupportedyou,lovedyou,evenwhenyou

hurtme,iwasthere."

Tebogo:"whydidn'tyouleavethen?"

Thembi:"ilovedhim."

Roller:"shame."

Thembi:"youjustkeepquiet."

Roller:"orwhat?"

Thembi:"Ntandowillknoweverything."

Ntando:"whatishetalkingabout?"

Thembi:"yourmanhasbeencheatingonyou."

Ntando:"ohthat?Iknow."

Thembi:"youknow?"

Ntando:"yes,anythingelse?"

Thembi:"no."

Mbali:"Avela,takeagoodlookatus."

Avela:"why?"

Mbali:"thewaywedressduuh!"



Avela:"ohthat?"

Thembi:"yesthat,whostilldoesfadenowadays?"

Avela:"me."

Tshepo:"imightjustdivorcesomeone."

Mbali:"what?"

Tshepo:"Mbalenhle,eversinceyouarrivedyouhave

beenactinglikeahoodrat,disrespectingAvelaat

herhouse!Whereareyourmanners?Ohmaybeyou

lefttheminJonathan'shouse."

Mbali:"baby...."

Tshepo:"saveit!Actuallyjustgohome."

Mbalitakesherbagandleaves.

Thembi:"didyoujustsayJonathan?"

Sasha:"youshouldfollowher."

Thembi:"imheretostay."

Tebogo:"whoseparty?Rhaa!Justleave."

Thembi:"Mamba?"

Mamba:"yourvoiceisirritatingme.Awuvaye."(just



go)

Thembi:"this,isnotoverAvela!He'llcomebackto

me.Homeiswheretheheartis."

Mamba:"andthatiswhereAvelais."

Thembi:"argh!"

SheleavesfollowedbyLeratoandAndiswa."

Brian:"finally!Somefreshair."

Ntando:"wenaRolleruzonya!"

Tebogo:"ayeye!"

Roller:"baby!"

Ntando:"saveit!"

Shegoestothekitchen.

MK:"she'sgonnashowyouflames."

Roller:"whydidihavetocheatmara?"

MK:"youaskingus?Wedon'tknow."

Roller:"fuck!Imessedup."

Sabelo:"hayiguysstopdepressingus,lettheparty



continue!"

Mamba:"baby,canwetalk?"

HewhisperstoAvelaandshenods.Shestandsup

andleadsthewaytothebalcony,Mambafollows.

Tebogo:"don'tmakenoiseplease!"

Theylaughandresumetheirfun.

*

Avela:"sowhatdidyouwantustotalkabout?"

Mamba:"theThembithing."

Avela:"nowedon'thaveto.Imnothurt."

Mamba:"areyousure?"

Avela:"yes.Don'tsweat."

Mamba:"ithoughtyouweregoingtobeangryat

me."

Avela:"no,younottheonewhoinvitedhermos."

Mamba:"trustmebaby,ididn'tknowshewasgoing

tobethere."

Avela:"Leratoistheonewhoinvitedher,stop



stressingplease."

Mamba:"okay,iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo,uhmSmanga,caniask?"

Mamba:"anything."

Avela:"Mbalisaidyoucan'tsticktoonegirl,you'll

eventuallygettiredofmeandthrowmelikeapiece

ofrubbish.You'llrevealyourtruecolors."

Mamba:"iwon'tlie,yesicheatedonThembiwhen

weweretogetherwithcountlessgirls.Shewas

naggingandallthat.Itboredmetothecore.Butfor

you,I'mwillingtochange.Iwillnevercheatonyou.

Nomatterhowmuchigettempted,iwillnever.

Seeingyouhurtismyweakness.Ifiamthereason,

I'llbedepressed.Iwon'tdoanythingtohurtyou."

Avela:"rememberthetimeyouwereintheflat,isaid

gotoyourwifeandyousaid,"thatonewhinesalot,it

boresme."Whatify-.."

Mamba:"sssh!Iwon'tsaythataboutyou,evenifwe

aremadateachotherortiredofeachotherbutI'll

alwaysbebyyourside.Youaretheoneforme,if



youthinkiwilldowhatIdidtoThembiwhileIwas

withyou,iwouldneverbaby.Iwouldn'tdare.Ilove

yousomuchAvelatohurtyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutooSmanga,ialsowon'tdo

anythingtojeopardizeourmarriage."

Mamba:"ourmarriage,ilovethesoundofthat."

Avela:"soyouwon'tcheatonme?"

Mamba:"neverbaby,yousatisfymesowhywouldi

cheat?"

Avela:"whatifyougettired?"

Mamba:"gettiredofsomeoneyoulove?Never,even

ifido,I'lldoanythingtobringbackthesparkagain."

Avelagigglesandwrapsherarmsaroundhisneck

andMambahashishandsonherwaist.

Mamba:"there'llbespeculationsthatIdid

somethingthatcouldhurtyou,pleasepromiseme

thatyouwillspeaktomefirst."

Avela:"ipromise."

Mamba:"beforeiforget,Dubegotbacktomeabout



yourbusinessandeverythingseemstobegoing

well,youjustneedaplacewhereyouwillbe

runningitbuthepromisedtotakecareofthat."

Avela:"thankyousomuch."(teary)

Mamba:"anythingforyou."

Avelapullshimcloserandtheykiss.

*

*
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Thembi:"yewenaMbali,wheredoyouknow

Jonathanfrom?"



Mbali:"justleavemethehellalone!"

Thembi:"notuntilyoutellmewherethehellyou

knowJonathan?"

Mbali:"whydoyoucareanyway?"sherollshereyes.

Thembi:"justtellmetu!"

Mbali:"iamsleepingwithhim!"

Thembi:"what?!"

Mbali:"what?"

Thembi:"hewasaskingmeout,afewweeksago."

Mbali:"whatdidyousay?"

Thembi:"iwasstillthinkingaboutit."

Mbali:"mmmh."

*

"Dearmama

Iamwritingthislettertotellyouthatiwentbackto

Gauteng.it'samust-...."

Shecouldn'tevenfinishreadingthelettersoshe

calledDabula.



Dabula:"aah,sosoon?"

Nonzwakazi:"thebloodychildranaway."

Dabula:"findherthen."

Nonzwakazi:"idon'tknowwheresheis."

Dabula:"igotthis."

Hedropsthecallandlooksatthemirror.

Dabula:"Azania,ukuphi.showyourself."

Azaniaappearedonthemirrorpullinghersuitcases

tothebusstop.

Dabula:"makeherfindherwaybackhome!"

Asnakeappearedthendisappearedinthemirror.

Dabula:"nobodyrunsawayfromme!"

Hethenlaughedandcontinuedmixinghisherbs.

AsAzaniawaspullinghersuitcases,shefeltasif

herlegsweregluedtothefloor.

Azania:"what'sgoingon?"

Shetriedmovingbutshecouldn't,peoplewere

mindingtheirbusinesssoshescreamedbutnoone



couldhearher.Avoicesurfaced.

Voice:"gobackhome.Youdon'trunaway!"

Azanialookedaroundbutcouldnotseeanything.

Azania:"amilosingmymind?"sheaskedherselfas

shedroppedtothefloor,pullingherhairand

screaming.

Voice:"Dabulawantsbloodandbloodiswhathe

shallget!"

Azaniarolledtothefloorandstartedundressing.

Azania:"okay,I'llgobackhome."

Shefeltthatherlegswerenolongergluedsoshe

startedrunningaroundlaughing.

Azania:"iwantyourbabies,hahaha!Iwanttheir

blood!"

Shelickedherlipsandstartedlookingaround.

Azania:"mmh,whatacutebaby.Let'shopethe

bloodisalsocuteanddrinkable."

Sheslowlyapproachthebaby...



*

*

AvelawakesupnexttoMambainthemorning,he

looksoutofit.Shegoestothebathroomandtakes

abath.ShegetsdressedthenkissesMamba's

cheek.Shewalksdownstairsandtheguysare

passedoutonthecouch,hegigglesthentakesa

picture.Therearebottlesofbeeraround,broken

glasses,Siphesihleappearsbehindher.

Siphesihle:"hey!"

Avelajumpsduetoshockandholdsher

chest,Siphesihleisinstitches.

Avela:"youscaredme!"

Siphesihle:"imsorrybutwhatareyoudoing?"

Avelashowsherthepicturethentheylaugh.

Siphesihle:"pleasesendittome."

Avela:"iwill."

TheygotothekitchenfindingNtandoandNomsa

makingbreakfastforeverybody.



Theygreetandsitonthekitchenstool.

Ntando:"whentheywakeup,they'llbecomplaining

abouthangoverI'mtellingyou!"

Thegirlslaugh,SiphesihleandAveladecidetoclean

around,astheyarecleaning,everybodywakesup.

Tebogo:"ifeellikeI'vebeenhitbyatrain."

Mambamakeshiswayinlookingallfreshbuthe

hisholdinghishead.

Mamba:"igotthemotherofallheadaches!"

Roller:"myheadfeelssoheavy!"

MK:"butthepartywaslitdamn!"theylaughandgo

tothekitchen.

Mamba:"goodmorningbaby."

Avela:"goodmorning."

Avelakisseshislips

Brian:"can'ty'allmakesomeremediesforthe

hangover?"

Mihle:"igotjusttheperfecttrick,gochillinthe



loungefornow."theynodandgotothelounge.

Mihletakesouteggs,coffee,honeyandsugar.

Avela:"iwonderhowthattastes."

TheylaughandMihlemixeseverythingandpoursit

incups.Shegoestoservethem.

Mamba:"itlookshorrible."

Tshepo:"imsureittasteshorrible."

Theytakesipsandpulloutdisgustedfaces,the

girlsareinstitches.

Mamba:"I'dratherthinkwater."

Hegoestothekitchenanddrinkscoldwater.

Breakfastisservedsotheysitonthediningtable

andenjoybreakfast.

*

*
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Menziisaloneinhishouse,inhiswheelchairand

heneedssomeonetoaccompanyhimtophysio,the

nurseisnotavailablesohedecidestocallZizipho.

Zizipho:"whatisitMenzi?"

Menzi:"areyougood?"

Zizipho:"isaid,whatdoyouwant?"

Menzi:"ineedyourhelp."

Zizipho:"whatdidyousay?"

Menzi:"iamaskingforyourhelp."

Zizipho:"whereisAzania?mmh?"

Menzi:"Idon'tknow."

Zizipho:(laughs)



Menzi:"Ziziplease."

Zizipho:"argh!Thankyourluckystarsthatistill

haveaheart.I'mcoming."

Menzi:"thankyou."

Ziziphodropsthecallandsighs.

Zizipho:"ihatethefactthatIhaveasoftspotfor

Menzi!"

ZiziphogetsreadyanddrivestoMenzi'shouse.She

getsinandspotsMenzisleepingonhiswheelchair,

shefeelssorryforhim.Sheshakeshimandhe

wakesup.

Menzi:"ohhey."

Zizipho:"let'sjustgo."

Menzinodsandtheygotohisphysioclasses.

*

*

Dabula:"comebacktome!"(laughs)

Azaniaisapproachingthebabyalongwithhis



mother.

Mother:"heyyou,moveaway!"

Azania:"whatiwant,iswhatishallgethahaha."

Azaniasnatchesthebabyandrunsaway.

Mother:"mybaby,Vimbani!!!"

Peoplelookedatthemotherlikeshe'scrazyas

Azaniawasinvisible,thankstoDabula'sherbs.She

continuesrunningwiththecryingbaby,she

continuesrunninglikeherlifedependedonit,she

reachedAliwalNorthandrantothebushesnearthe

river.ShereachedwhereDabulastaysandlaidon

thegrass.

Azania:"Dabulamymaster,igotwhatyouneeded!"

Dabulaappearsandsmiles.

Dabula:"youcamebacktoyoursensesisee."

Azania:"ididn'tmeanto."

Dabula:"youknowwhatyouhavetodo."

Hehandshertherazorbladeandcutsherskin,she

takesoutabittheneatsit.Eeew!Disgusting.



Dabulo:"good,nowbringthatbabyhere."

ShehandsthebabytoDabulaandDabulahangs

thebabyupsidedown,holdingthebabybyhisfoot.

Thebabiescriesdon'tseemtobotherhim,he

throwsthebabyintheairlikenothingthencatches

thebabyagain.

Dabula:"youaresogoinggoingtomakeme

powerful.Hahahaha!"

*

*

Jonathan:"areyouready?Don'tmessthingsup

please!"

Chantel:"relaxiwon't.Igotthis."

Shesaysstandingupandliftsherskirtupand

startswalking.

*

Afterbreakfast,everyonewentbacktotheirhouse,

leavingthecoupletochill.

Mamba:"imbored,let'sgoshopping."



Avela:"Menyln?"shegrins.

Mamba:"what'sspecialaboutMenylnvele?"

Avela:"MenlynParkShoppingCentre,itsoneofthe

biggestretaildestinationsintheSouthern

Hemisphere,it'sseriouslythebestplacetobe."

Mamba:"whataboutMallofAfrica?"

Avela:"it'soneofthebiggestmallsinSA."

Mamba:"okaythen,let'sbounce."

Theytaketheircellphonesandgetinsidethecar,

MambadrivestoMenlyn.Theyfirstgotothesalon

andAveladyedherhairpinkthistime.Mambajust

trimshisbeard.

Mamb:"allthedyesyoudomakeyoupopout,you

beautifulyerr."

Avela:"thankyou,youalsolookinggood."

Mamba:"iknow"hewiggleshiseyebrowsandAvela

hitsMamba'sarm.Theypayandmaketheirwayto

OceanBasjet,Chantelapproachesthem.

Chantel:"heyguys."



ShesayssmilingatMamba,Avelafoldsherarms.

Mamba:"doiknowyou?"

Chantel:"yeah,hawuquitgames."(giggles)

Mamba:"uh,youare?"

Shedropsherphoneonpurposeandbendswith

herbuttinfrontofMamba,asusual,picsaretaken.

Avelaclearsherthroatannoyed,Mambaisjust

lookingather.Shepicksupherphonethentwerks

alittle.

Thenstands.

Chantel:"I'mChantel,ringsabell?"

Avela:"allthisismakingmehungry."

Mamba:"let'sgobaby."

Chantel:"byeloverboy!"

ShegigglesandMambahugsAvelafrombehind

andstartwalkingtoOceanBasket.

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"hekissesherneck.

Avela:"Iloveyoutoo,canwegonowbeforeIdieof



hunger?"

Mamba:"wewouldn'twantyoudying."

Thegetinandplacetheirorderthensit.

Avela:"doyouknowher?"

Mamba:"no,it'smyfirsttimeseeingher."

Avela:"sheseemstoknowyou."

Mamba:"whodoesn'tknowmemara?"

Avela:"hayisuka!"

Mamba:"ngiyakuthandayezwa?"hebitshislipthen

smiles,Avelacrossesherthighs

Avela:"ngiyakuthandanam."

*

*
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Menzi:"thankyouforeverythingZizipho."

Zizipho:"cool.Bye."

Menzi:"wait!"Ziziphoturnsandlooksathim

Menzi:"iamsorryforeverythingididtoyou,please

forgiveme.IknowwhatIdidhurtyou.Whatcani

dotoshowiamsorry?"thewaythatsounded

sincere,ittouchedZizipho.

Zizipho:"iforgiveyou,iknowAzaniawasbewitching

you."

Menzi:"doe-.."

Zizipho:"thedivorceisstillcontinuing,butthereis

nobadblood."

Menzi:"iloveyouZizipho."

Zizipho:"goodbyeMenzi."shegoesoutleaving



Menziregrettinghisactions.

Menzi:"ireallymessedup!"

*

*

Nosihle:"howcanyoudothat?!"

Melusi:"dowhat?"

Nosihle:"allowthelobolanegotiationstogo

through!"

Melusi:"it'sbeenover2monthsandwhatyouare

doing,annoysme!"

Nosihle:"mxm!"

Melusi:"howcanyousleepwhenyourdaughteris

-..."

Nosihle:"yheyy!Andinandaba!"(idon'tcare."

Melusi:"wellyoushouldknowthatyouareonestep

fromlosingyourdaughter!"

Nosihle:"ilostherthedaysheopenedherlegsfor

thatthug!"



Melusi:"what?"

Nosihle:"inolongerhaveadaughter,assoonas

shesays"ido"she'snolongermine!"

Melusi:"she'straditionallyMrsNkosi."

Nosihle:"she'sonestepback!"

Melusi:"ifyoudon'tmakepeacewithher,getitinher

thickskullthatshe'sinlovewiththatgangster,the

better!"

Nosihle:"mxm."

Melusi:"I'mgivingyouaweek,ifnot,weare

divorcing!"

Heleaveshertherewithhermouthopen,shemakes

acall.

Spororo:"helloma."

Nosihle:"whereisyoursister?"

Spororo:"idon'tknow,probablywithherhusband.

Theyareinseparable."

Nosihle:"inseparablemyfoot,ineedafavor."



Spororo:"I'mlistening."

Nosihle:"threatenSmangatostayawayfromAvela."

Spororo:"ohhellno!"

Nosihle:"whatdoyoumean?"

Spororo:"I'msorrymommybutIamnotmessing

withMightyMamba!"

Nosihle:"doeshescareyouthatmuch?"

Spororo:"it'sevenhardtolookathiminthedamn

eye!"

Nosihle:"ihaveaweaklingofason."

Spororo:"ifyouhadraisedme,youwouldn'thave

raisedaweakling."

HedropsthecallandNosihleissofrustrated!

*

*

Mamba:"areyoufull?"

Avela:"yes,justthatIneedsomeicecream."

Mamba:"whatmyQueenwants,myQueengets."



AvelasmilesandChantelgetsin.

Avela:"notagain!"

Mamba:"let'slethertalkalone."

Avelagigglesandnods.

Chantel:"oh!Whatacoincidence."

Silence..

Chantel:"hawuMamba?I'mtalkingtoyou."

Mamba:"sobaby,tellme,wherewouldtogoafter

here?"

Chantel:"oooh!Getmyselfpampered."

Avela:"aftericecream,backhome."

Mamba:"andgetkinky."

Avelanodsandtheygoouthandinhandleaving

Chantel...sortofbored.

Avela:"thatgirlisstartingtoboremeshame."

Mamba:"don'tworry,I'lldealwithher."

Avela:"okay,nowmyicecream."



Theygohavesomeicecreamthenstrollaround

MenlyntakingpicturesandMambapullingherears

whichannoyedandamusedheratthesametime.

Avela:"leavemealonetuu!"shesayslaughing.

Mamba:"areyousure?"helaughspullinghernose.

Avela:"hayiSmanga!"shefrownsfoldingherarms

andMambais...Happytoseeherhappy.

Mamba:"isoloveyou."

Avela:"iknowyoudonowleaveme."

Mamba:"okaysorry."

Mambapullsherbythearmandgotothecar.

*

.

TheyreachtheirhouseandMambacarriesherto

thebedroom.

Mamba:"timetogetkinky!"

*

*
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Jonathan:"whatthehellhappenedthere?!"

Chantel:"don'tyouevendareshoutatme!"

Thembi:"onesimpletaskandyoufaildismally!"

Chantel:"wenajustshutit!"

Jonathan:"what'swiththebendingyouweredoing?"

Chantel:"seducinghimduh!"

Jonathan:"diditwork?No."

Chantel:"maybeitworked,triedtohideitbyhugging

hisgirlfriend."



Thembi:"youthinkso?"

Chantel:"iknowso,justtrustme."

Thembi:"ifyoureceiveacallfromhim,that'swhen

I'lltellyouthatItrustyou."

Thembistandsupandgoesbacktoherhouse,she

findshermotherwatchingTV.

Thembi:"heyma."

Lindi:"hi,wherewereyou?"

Thembi:"outwithsomefriends."

Lindi:"onaSunday?"

Thembi:"yesmamaandweweren'tdrinking

alcohol."

Lindi:"ifyousayso."

Thembi:"besides,idon'tdrink."

Lindi:"mmh,justgoandcooksupper."

Thembi:"letmefreshenup."

ShegoestothebathroombutfirstcallsMbali.

Mbali:"yini?"



Thembi:"hawufriend?"

Mbali:"mxm."shedropsthecallandThembibaths

thengetdressed,shegoestothekitchen,asshe

switchesonthestovetheelectricitywentoff.

Thembi:"andthen?"

Lindi:"loadshedding."

Thembi:"itcan'tbe!Argh,Tembisa!"

Lindi:"useaprimerstove."

Thembi:"whereisit?"

Lindi:"underthetable,checkifitstillhasenough

paraffin."

Thembi:"howdoyoucheck?"

Lindi:"whoa!Senajwayelaelectricity24/7,load

sheddinginsuburbsdoesn'texist!"

*

*

Azania:"ididwhatyouaskedmetodo,canigo

now?"



Dabula:"gowhere?"

Azania:"backtoeGoli."

Dabula:"youarenotgoingbackthere."

Azania:"ihaveto,it'samust."

Dabula:"youarenotgoingbackthere,thatisfinal!

Nowleave."

Azaniaquicklystandsup,runningbackhomeand

hermotherisshockedtoseeherthewaysheis.

Nonzwakazi:"hebroughtyouback."

Azaniarollshereyes,goingtothebathroomand

scrubsherbody.Aftercleaningherselfup,she

wearstracksuitandsneakers.

Lufezo:"gobuyme2Lcoke."

Azanianodsandgoestotheshop.

Voice:"yesgirl,semhlemarn!"

Sheturnsmeetingthislightguy

Guy:"awusemhlesana,awungowalaphawena."(you

aresobeautiful,youarenotfromhere."



Azania:"thanks,welliam."

Guy:"wellkesisi,mnandinguMthura,TarMthura.

Wenamabhabha?"

Azania:"ndinguAzania."

TarMthura:"hayilantso!Kantiuyathethanawe?"

Azanianods,shebuysthecokeandTarMthurais

followingher.

Azania:"anythingelse?"

TarMthura:"umhlejoe!"

Azania:"enkosi."

TarMthura:"khawenzekalok."

Azania:"intoni?"

TarMthura:"justtoldyouumhlesokhawenze

ipondomfe'?"

Azania:"youwantmoneyforcomplimentingme?"

TarMthura:"ewetchini,akhontoyamahhala!"

Azania:"vulekamhlabandingene!!"

*



*

Avela:"allthisgotmeallhungry."

Mamba:"I'mthebestiknow."

Avela:"yousolikeboostingyourego!"

Mamba:"speakingofegos..."

Avela:"don'tyoudaregothere."

Mamba:"remindsmeofthetimeyousangduring

ourintimatemoment."

Avela:"Smangamarn!"sheslapshischestandhe

laughs.

Mamba:"what?"

Avela:"ssshh!Thewallshaveears."

Mamba:"okay,mylipsaresealed.Whenisyournext

appointmentwithyourgynae?"

Avela:"inthenexttwoweeks.Doyouwanttoknow

thegender?"

Mamba:"I'dlovetobutcanitbesortofasurprise?"

Avela:"wewillfindoutwhenIgivebirth?"



Mamba:"yes"

Avela:"okay,noproblem.Nowlet'sgoeat."

Mamba:"you'llbeeatingforthefifthtimenow

Ndlovukaziyam."

Avela:"soyouhavebeencounting?Soishouldn't

eathuh?"

Mamba:"no,that'snotwhatIamsaying."

Avela:"whatareyousaying?!"

Mamba:"don'tyouraiseyourvoiceatme."

Avela:"orwhat?"

Mamba:"Avelawatchyourdamntone!"

Avela:"don'tshoutatme."

Mamba:"nawedon'tshoutatme.Okay,iamsorry

myQueen,ididn'tmeanto."

Avelanodsandwipeshertears,Mambastandsup

andasheapproachesthedoor,Avelaspeaks.

Avela:"whereareyougoing?"

Mamba:"out,imcoming."



Avela:"youaregoingtoherright?"

Mamba:"herwho?"

Avela:"thatgirlwhowasbusybendingforyou!"

Mamba:"Avela,idon'tknowthatgirlheck,idon't

evenknowhername."

Avela:"don'tcallmeAvela,iamyourQueen."

ForMamba,itwaslikehecouldjustdisappear.

Mamba:"I'msorrymyQueen,iwasactuallygoingto

thekitchentomakesomefoodforyou."

Avela:"ohreally?"(Smiles)

Mamba:"yesreally,whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Avela:"ifeellikesomethinggreasy.Don'tyouforget

this,iamnothungry,it'syourbaby.Ifyouhadn't

nuttedinsideme,iwouldn'tbehungry!"

Mamba:"ifyouhadn'twrappedyourlegsaroundme

whenIwasabouttopullout,pullingmecloser,you

wouldn'tbepregnant."

Avela:"soit'smyfault?Youaresoinconsiderate

nx!"



Shegoestothebathroomslammingthedoor

behindher.

Mamba:"bloodyhormones!Canshejustgivebirth

tomorrow?"

*

*
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Tebogo:"baby,ihavetogo.Iwillseeyoulater."

Siphesihle:"whereareyougoing?"

Tebogo:"totakecareofsomebusiness."



Siphesihle:"pleasedon'tkillhim."

Tebogo:"himwho?"

Siphesihle:"youknowexactlywhoiamtalking

about."

Tebogo:"whyareyoudefendinghim?Doyoustill

lovehim?"

Siphesihle:"what?No!Bhekaisjustanex."

Tebogo:"ifhe'sjustanexthenyouwouldn'tprotect

himthewayyouaredoing!"

Tebogo:"imouttahere!"

HetakeshiscarkeysanddrivestoWonderpark

Shopping,atBheka'susualspot.Heiswithhis

friends.

Tebogo:"yeswena!"

Bheka:"yeah."

Tebogo:"fedeawungifakeleulineukuthiufunanikwi

vrouyam?"(tellmewhatdoyouwantfrommywife)

Bheka:"fedeTebzaminangiyamcanywauSphe."(i

loveSphe)



Tebogo:"yougotsomenerve!Dlalelafervirmy

vrou."(playfarfrommywife.)Hetakesouthisgun

andputsitonBheka'slap.

Bheka:"suresurengiyakuzwa."(Ihearyou)

Backatthehouse,Siphesihlewashavingsevere

painsinherabdominalarea,shedecidestocall

Tebogo.

Tebogo:"imstillbusybaby."Thepaingetsworse.

Siphesihle:"aaaahbaby,I'mdying!"shecriesout

loudandTebogoisfrightened.

Tebogo:"what'swrongbaby?Areyouokay?"

Siphesihle:"please,aahcomeback!"Shecontinues

cryingandrollsonthefloor.

TebogolooksatBhekathenhitshimwiththegun

onhishead.Herushestohiscarandspeedsoffto

hiscar.Hegetsintheyard,runsintheyardfinding

Siphesihlebreathlessonthefloor.Hekneelsdown

nexttoher.

Tebogo:"baby,what'swrong?"



Shepointsatherabdominalarea.

Tebogo:"I'mtakingyoutothehospital."

Heliftsherupandnoticesbloodonthefloor..

Tebogo:"shit!Youarebleedingbaby."

HerushestothecarandSiphesihlecontinues

crying.HedrivestoUrologyhospital,Siphesihleis

attendedandsedatedhersinceshekeptoncrying.

TebogoprayingtoGodforthefirsttimeinyears

thatnothinghappenstohiswife.

*

*

Avelahaslockedherselfinthebathroomcrying.On

theotherside,Mambaismakingthegreasyfood

sheaskedfor.Aftermakingthefood,hegoesto

knockonthebathroom.

Mamba:"Ndlovukaziyam,bengisacela

uvule."(pleaseopenup)

Avela:"angifuni!"(idon'twant)

Mamba:(smiles)"iguessyounolongerhungryplusI



hadmadeyourfavorite."

AvelaunlocksthedoorthenpushesMambaoutof

thewayandattemptstowalktothekitchenbut

Mambaholdsherwaistandstaresather.

Mamba:"whereyoucrying?"

Avela:"no,somethinggotinmyeye."

Mamba:"botheyes?"

Avela:"canigo?I'mhungry."

Mambalooksatherpullinghercloseandshe

staresbackathim,shecan'tkeepupsoshelooks

down.

Mamba:"ngiyakuthandayezwa?"

Avela:(nods)"doyoublameme?"

Mamba:"for?"

Avela:"fallingpregnant."

Mamba:"noidon't.Iamsothrilledthatyouare

pregnantandcarryingmybaby.IfitiswhatIsaid

earlier,iamtrulysorry.Ididn'tmeanto."



Avela:"I'msorryaboutmybehaviortoo,itwas

uncalledfor."

Mamba:"it'sokay,Iunderstand.Let'sgofeedyou

guys."

Avelanodsandleadsthewaytothekitchen,she

dishesoutforbothofthem.

Avela:"thisisnice,delicious."

Mamba:"onlyformyQueen."

Avela:"oneandonly?"

Mamba:"nowandforever.Phelawenaungubambo

lwami."

Avela:"ngempela?"(really)

Mamba:"yebo,isthandwasenhliziyoyam."

Avela:"I'mwet."sheblurtsoutandMambachuckles.

Mamba:"I'lltakecareofthatbutfirsttellme,why

wereyoucrying?"

Avela:"youcalledmefat."

Mamba:"habe!Nini?"(when)



Avela:"youaregoingtodenyit?"

Mamba:"buti-..."Avelatakesoutaknifeandpoints

atMamba.

Avela:"whydidyoucallmefat?"

Mamba:"puttheknifedownSthandwa

sami,ngiyaxolisaforcallingyoufat."

Avelanodsandputstheknifeaway.Mambagoes

toherthenplacesherontopofthekitchencounter,

hestartskissingherneckwhileishandsplaywith

herbreasts,Avelamoaningmovingherhead

sideways.Mambaundressedherthenopenedher

legs,heplayedwithhisclitandthenstopped.He

liftedherupandtheywenttothecouch.Heplaced

hergentlyonthecouchandherlegsopened,he

begansucking,licking,herbodyarchsasshemoans

hisname.Heinsertshisfingerashecontinued

gentlybiting,lickingandsucking.Shegrabshis

headtogodeeper.Henibblesherclitandhertoes

curl,hecontinuesmovinghisfingerinandoutas

histongueplayswithherclit,herbodyshakesas

she'sabouttocumbutMambastops.



Avela:"why?!"shesayswithabreakingvoiceandhe

smiles.Heremoveshispantsandbalanceshimself,

Avelahasherlegsliftedupwithherarmsaround

herknees.Mambateasesherbymovinghispenis

upanddown,insertingthetipthenremovesit,Avela

can'ttakeitanymoreasshe'sfeelingallhotand

bothered.

Avela:"Smangaplease.."

Heinsertshispenismakingherscreaminpleasure.

Hestartspenetratingherdeeperandshe'sfeeling

it,she'smoaningontopofherlungs.Shearchsher

backcurlinghertoesenjoyingherself,Mambasees

thatshe'sabouttocumsohepullsouthis

penis,Avelalazilyopenshereyes.

Mamba:"openyoureyesfully."shedoesashesays.

Avela:"iwasabouttoreachmyorgasmyouknow?"

Mamba:"iknow,that'swhyIstopped."

Avela:"butwhy?"

Mamba:"nomatterwhat,youdon'tpointaknifeat

me.Idon'tcarewhetherit'shormonesorwhat.Doi



makemyselfclear?"

Avelanodscontinuouslylikealittlegirl.

Mamba:"ican'thearyou?"

Avela:"iheardyouandIamsorry.Canyouplease

continue?"

Mambasmilesandkissesherbelly,hisphonerings.

Mamba:"imsorry,ihavetotakethis.SureTebza."

Hesaysanswering.

Tebogo:"mywifeisinhospital."

Mamba:"what?Whathappened?"

Tebogo:"shewasbleedingman!"

Mamba:"issheokay?"

Tebogo:"idon'tknow,thedoctorsarestillwithher."

Mamba:"staystrong,weareonourway."

HedropsthecallandlooksathisQueen.

Mamba:"baby,wehavetogotothehospital.

Siphesihleisadmitted."



Avela:"whathappened?"

Mamba:"Tebogosaysshewasbleeding."

TheygotakeashowerbutAvelaissulking.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"mxm."

TheygetdressedandMambadrivestothehospital,

butMambapullshertothetoiletforaquickie.

*

Avelaisnowsmilingthatshefinallygotherorgasm.

Mamba:"youcanstopsmilingnow."Avelagiggles

andtheyfixthemselvesandgotoTebogo,theguys

arethereandthewivessotheygreet.

Theysitinsilenceandthedoctorwalksuptothem.

Tebogo:"doctor,howismywife?"

Doctor:"igotbadnews."

Tebogo:"justtalk!"

Doctor:"yourwifesufferedmiscarriage."

Tebogo:"mis..what?How?Wasshepregnant?"



Doctor:"yes,10weeksbutshelostthebaby."

Tebogojustdroppedtohiskneesdefeated.

*

*
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ThemoodatSiphesihle'swardwasvery

tense,everybodywasthereshowingthem

support,Tebogowasnexttoher,comfortingher.

Siphesihle:"why?Whyme?!"(shestartscryingall

overagainholdingherstomach.

Nomsa:"everythingisgoingtobefine,onestepata



time."

Siphesihle:"that'seasyforyoutosay."

Tebogo:"ha.aSihle.."

Siphesihle:"noTebogo!Everybodyheredoesnot

knowhowifeel!WhatmakesitworseisthatIdidn't

know.!"

Silence..

Tebogo:"nottoberudebutpleasegiveussome

space."

Theynodandgoout.

Tebogo:"baby,pleasedon'tshutusout."

Siphesihle:"youdon'tunderstand!Ilostapartofme.

IfIknewIwaspregnant,iwouldn'thavekept

drinkingalcohol.Ikilledmybaby."

Tebogo:"don'tblameyourself,it'snotyourfault."

Siphesihle:"iwanttobealone.."

Tebogo:"weareinthistogether."

Siphesihle:"please.."



Tebogokissesherforeheadandshecurlsonthe

bed,shefeelsnumb.

Tebogoleavesthewardandyoucanseeinhiseyes

thatheissad,hecan'tevenhideit.Hespots

everyoneandjoinsthem.Mambapatshisshoulder

assuringhimthatheisthereforhim,theyallare.

*

*

Thembi:"mmhmyclothesreek,thesmell!"

Lindi:"you'llgetusedtoit.itsjuststarters."

Thembi'sphoneringsandsheanswers.

Thembi:"hi"

Chantel:"sendmeMamba'stens."

Thembi:"okaybutwhy?"

Chantel:"iwanttolethimknowwhatheismissing

out."

ShedropsthecallandThembisendsMamba'stens.

Thembi:"mmh,Iwonder!"



*

*

TarMthura:"so,uyangigayaorkanjan?"(soareyou

goingtogivemeorwhat)

AzaniasighsandgiveshimR2.

TarMthura:"yhu!"

AzaniarollshereyesandgiveshimR3.

TarMthura:"tamamas."

AzaniastartswalkingawaybutTarMthurafollowed

her.

Azania:"whatnow?"

TarMthura:"canihaveyourtens?Kumele

siringe."(wehavetotalk)

Azania:"idon'thaveaphone."

TarMthura:"nditheiwantyourtensnotyourphone."

Azania:"i-..."

TarMthura:"sssh!It's0-bani?"

AzaniagiveshimhertensandTarMthurasmiles.



TarMthura:"expectmycall,tamamas."

Azaniarollshereyesandgoesbackhome.She

givesherfatherthecolddrinkandchange.

Lufezo:"sowhosegonnapourit?"

Azaniatakesaglass,rinsesitandpourscolddrink

andgiveshim.

Lufezo:"thanks."

Azaniagoestothebedroomandlaysonthebed,her

phonerings.

Azania:"hello."

Spororo:"imexpectingyoutoknockonmydoor

now."

Azania:"iminEasternCapeandIamnotcoming

back!"

Spororo:"youdon'twantmetodragyouthereto

here!"

Azania:"gotohell!"

*



*

Theyallwenttotheirhousesafterseeing

Siphesihle,leavingTebogobehind.

Avela:"ifeelsorryforSipheyazi,shedoesn'tdeserve

what'shappeningtoher."

Mamba:"yeahhey,enoughaboutthat,letmego

shower."

Avela:"hayiI'llbathtomorrow."

Mambalaughsandgoestotakeashower.His

phoneringsinAvela'sjeanpocket.

Avela:"baby,yourphone!"

Mamba:"answerit!"

Avelaanswersandkeepsquiet.

Chantel:"heybaby,imissyou.Yourstrongarms

aroundme."

Aveladoesnotbelievewhatshejustheard.

Chantel:"ifyougettiredbythatlittlegirlof

yours,youknowwheretofindme."



AveladropsthecallandAvelaisonthevergeof

crying.

Avela:"SmangaNkosi,getbackhere!!"

Sherushestothebedroomandhisphone

beeps,sheopensit.

Avela:"howdareyouSmanga!!"

*

*
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AsMenziwasstilldrowninginhissorrows,his

mothergotin.Herbellywasbig,she'snow7



monthspregnant.

Menzi:"whatdoyouwant?"

Nombuso:"isthathowyouspeaktomenowadays?"

Menzi:"ifyouweren'timpregnatedbysomeonewho

isalmostmyage,iwouldbestilltalkingtoyouwith

somerespect."

Nombuso:"isaidthatI'msorry."

Menzi:"mxm,where'sthefatherofthatthingyouare

carrying?"

Nombuso:"afterthis,iamgoingtohishouse."

Menzi:"mmh,mystepfather,hehe!Yeahnelife!"

Nombuso:"howareyouholdingup?"

Menzi:"imfineasyoucansee."

Nombuso:"andZizipho?"

Menzi:"doyouseeherhere?"

Nombuso:"arethingsstillthatbad?"

Menzi:"yeah,ifuckeduphey!"

Nombuso'sphonerang,it'sSpororo.



Spororo:"Nombuso,wherethehellareyou?!"

Nombuso:"what'swrong?"

Spororo:"incaseyouforgot,wearemeetingmy

parents."

Nombuso:"shit!Imonmyway."

SpororodroppedthecallandNombusosaidhis

goodbyestoherson.ShedrivestoSpororo'shouse,

heiswaitingforherbythegate.

Spororo:"whyareyoustubbornmaraNombuso?

Youknowidon'tlikeitwhenyouaredriving."

Nombuso:"chill,nothingwillhappentome."

Spororo:"mxm"

TheygetinsideSpororo'scarandhedrivestohis

parentshouse.

Nombuso:"doyouthinkyourmotherwilllikeme?"

Spororo:"chillwoman,iamnotintroducingyouas

mygirlfriendbutastheladyiimpregnated."

Nombuso:"oh"



Theyreachthehouseandgetin,findinghisparents

andgogo.Theygreetandsit

Spororo:"everyone,thisisNombuso,she'spregnant

andit'smybaby."

Theygasp.

Nosihle:"suchanoldwoman,shelooksmyage!"

Spororo:"iknowmabut-..."

Melusi:"hey!Nobut!Youareadisgrace,bringingin

sugarmamas!"

Gogo:"whatsyourname?"

Nombuso:"Nombuso"

Gogo:"areyoumarried?'

Nombuso:"was,myhusbandpassedaway."

Nosihle:"doyouhavekids?"

Nombuso:"1son"

Nosihle:"howoldishe?"

Nombuso:"2yearsyongerthanSiphosethu."

Melusi:"thisisdisgusting,agrownwomenlikeyou."



Spororo:"baba,wedidn'tmeantodisappointyou!"

Nosihle:"youandAvelaarejustthesame,she'sbusy

withgangsterswhileyoubusywithsugarmamas

rhaa!"

Theyallstandupleavingthemthere.

Nombuso:"howdotheyknowAvela?"

Spororo:"she'smysister."

Nombuso:"what?Thisisfuckedup!"

*

*

Chantel:"afterthis,Mambawillcomerunningafter

meleavingthatlittleimmaturegirl.Everythingis

comingalongjustfine."

Shestandsinfrontofthemirrorlookingather

nakedbody.Sherubsherbreastswhilelickingher

lips.

*

*
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Mamba:"what'swiththenoise?"

Avela:"areyoucheatingonmeSmanga?"

Mamba:"what?"

Avela:"explainthis!"

Shegiveshimhisphoneandhetakesalook,itisa

videoofChantelplayingwithhervaginaanda

caption:"youcouldbedoingthis"andsomenude

picturesonsome,"thisiswhatyouaremissingout

on."

Mamba:"baby,iswearthatiamnotcheatingon

you."



Avela:"youliedtomeandsaidyoudon'tknowher!"

Mamba:"Ndlovukaziyami,iwouldneverlietoyou.

Nomatterwhat,I'llalwaysbehonestandfaithful."

Avelanodsastearsarestillfallingdownhercheeks.

Mambawalksuptoherandtriesholdingherbut

sheshiftsbackwards.

Mamba:"ihateitwhenyouarecryingNdlovukazi

yami,itbreaksmyheartsopleasedonotcry."He

holdsherhandssoshejustletshim.

Mamba:"ngiyakuthanda,uyezwa?"

Avelawipeshernoseandsniffs..

Avela:"ngiyezwa,ngiyakuthandanami."

Mamba:"now,pleasestopcrying."

Avela:"shesaidshemissesyou,yourstongarms

aroundherandwhenyougettiredofmeactually

shesaid"littlegirlofyours"youknowwheretofind

her."

Mamba:"ihadnevertouchedher,heckevenhugher.

Ineverdidsoandyouarenotalittlegirlokay?You

aremyqueenokay?Indlovukaziyam,ubambo



lwami.Iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Hishandsmoveupanddownherarmsandshe

shivers.

Mamba:"icecream?"

AvelanodsandMambagetsdressed,theygotothe

kitchenandMambatakesouticecreamandtwo

spoons,theygotothelounge,Avelaswitchesontv.

Mamba:"areyouokay?Idon'twantyouto

stress,puttingstrainonmybaby."

Avela:"I'mokay"sherubsherbellymakingMamba

smile.

Avelastuffshermouthwithscoopsoficecream.

Mamba:"youknow,ineverateicecreamgrowing

up."

Avela:"haareally?"shegiggles.

Mamba:"thefirsttimeiateicecreamwaswhenwe

firstmadelove.IneverthoughtI'deaticecreambut

meetingyouchangedmylife."



Avela:"I'mgladbutwhydidn'tyoueaticecream?"

Mamba:"toocheesy."

AvelalaughsandMambafiddleswithisphone,he

makesacall

Zorro:"ngakara!"(boss)

Mamba:"imgonnasendyouapictureandIwant

youtofindthegirl."

Zorro:"surebozza."

MambadropsthecallandcropsChantel'spicture

showingonlythefaceandsendsthepicture.He

thendeletesthepicturesandvideo.

Avela:"whatareyouupto?"

Mamba:"thatgirlwillregretcallingyoualittlegirl."

Avela:"ihopeyouwon'tkillher."

Mamba:"idon'tkillwomen."

Avela'sphoneringsandit'sGogo.

Avela:"myfavoritepersonintheworld."

Mambalooksatherthenpinchesherthigh,Avela



gigglesandhitshishand.

Gogo:"howareyoudoingmybaby?"

Avela:"imgoodandyou?"

Gogo:"I'mgoodjustthatyourbrotherbombeda

bombshellonus."

Avela:"whatdidhedo?"

Gogo:"hebroughtanoldwomanhalfmyage,she's

pregnant."

Avela:"halfyouragegogo?"(giggles)

Gogo:"yes,she'sNombusoandsheevenhas

wrinklesimtellingyou."

Avela:"NombusoasMenzi'smother?"

Gogo:"whoisMenzinow?"

Avela:"herson."

Gogo:"youknowhim?"

Avela:"yes.Weusedtodate."

Gogo:"habe!I'vehearditallnow.Yourparentsare

nottakingallthisabominationyourbrotherdid."



Avela:"iunderstand,howarethey?"

Gogo:"yourmotherisstillhergrumpyselfandyour

fatherisgood."

Avela:"passmyregards."

Gogo:"iwill.Goodbyemydaughter.Oh,how's

Smangaandthebaby?"

Avela:"Smangaisfineandalsothebaby."

Gogo:"passmyregards."

Avela:"iwillgogo,goodbye.Iloveyou."

Gogo:"bye,iloveyoutoo."

TheyendthecallandMambalooksatAvela.

Avela:"thatwasmygran,don'tgivemethatlook."

Mamba:"ididn'tsayanything."

Avela:"hee!Youwon'tbelievewhathappened!"

Mamba:"I'mlisteningsthandwasami"

Avela:"SiphosethuimpregnatedMenzi'smother."

Mamba:"hee,hedidwhat?"



Avela:"shockingiknow."

Mamba:"yourbrotherisbraveyerr!SoSpororo

impregnatedyourex'smother,soMenziissortof

hasastepfatherwhoisalmostsameageorolder

thanhim?Damn!"helaughsandAvelajoinshim.

Mamba:"whuubaby,yougossip!"

Avela:"oho,leaveme!"

Mamba:"ngizishayilengethambolakhoyezwa?"

Avela:"hayi,what'sthatnow?"

Mamba:"youdon'tknowwhatitmeans?"

Avela:"nope."

Mamba:"itmeans,iloveyou."

Avela:"ngizishayilengethambolakhohee!Thelingo

youspeak."

Mamba:"ihavetoteachyou."

Avela:"nothanks,continuespeakingitwithyour

friendsandaboSgonondonotmeplease."

Mamba:"okay"hesayslaughing.



*

*

ZorroisroamingaroundthestreetsofSunnysidein

PretorialookingforChantel,shespotsayoungboy

andbeckonshim.

Zorro:"exe,uyamcavalethekeni?"(doyouknowthis

girl?)

Heshowshimthepictureandhenods.

Zorro:"ublomavah?"(wheredoesshestay)

HepointsatsomeflatandZorronods.

Zorro:"tantwana."

HegiveshimaR200noteandtheyoungboysmile

andrushesaway,hedrivesandparksnearthegate.

Hegetsoutofthecarandgoestoknock.

Chantel:"coming!"

Shegoestoopenafterafewsecondsandlooksat

Zorro.

Chantel:"howcanihelpyou?"



Zorro:"iwassentbyMambatocomegetyou."

Chantel:"MambaasinliketheeMightyMamba?The

fearedone?"

Zorro:"oneandonly."

Chantel:"okaylet'sgo."

Shegoesoutandlocksherflat.Theygetinthecar

andZorrodrivestothewarehouse.

Chantel:"sowherearewegoingorisitasurprise?"

Zorro:"it'sasurprise."hesaysfakingasmile.

Chantel:"youdidn'ttellmeyourname?"

Zorro:"youjustcallmeZorro."

Chantel:"suchaweirdname."

Zorro:"eyushovakabayanaweyerr!"(youtalkto

much)

Chantel:"sorry"

Zorroreachesthewarehouseandleadsthewayto

thestoreroom.

Zorro:"youjustbeagoodgirlandstayhere."



Chantel:"whereismyman?"

Zorro:"onhisway."

Pearlwasreleasedsinceshewasself-harmingand

shewassortofcrazy,shewastakentoadoctor

andwasdiagnosedwithSchizophreniasoMamba

decidedtotakehertoanasylum.

ZorrogotoutafterlockingChantelinandcalls

Mamba.

Mamba:"Zorro."

Zorro:"ngakarayam,she'sinthestoreroom."

Mamba:"iknewIcouldcountonyou."

Zorro:"ChantelMokoena,she'sJonathanMokoena's

sister."

Mamba:"didyoujustsayaMokoena?"

Zorro:"yes,theyareTeaserskids."

Mamba:"ohshit!"

*

*
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Spororo:"let'sgetoutofhere."

Nombusonodsandtheyleave,Nombusohasmixed

emotions.

Spororo:"areyouokay?"

Nombuso:"yeah,I'mokayandyou?"

Spororo:"iknowwhatIdiddisappointedthembuti

knowthey'llcomearound."

Nombuso:"ihopeso."

*



*

Chantel:"Zorro,I'mfreezinghere!!"

Shesaysbangingthedoor,thetemperatureis0°C.

MambamakeshiswayinandfindsZorrosmoking

ablunt.

Mamba:"rollsomeforme."

Zorro:"yizoboss!"

Mambatakesthekeysandgoestothestoreroom.

Mamba:"changethetemperature,tobeabitwarm."

ZorrodoesasMambasaysthenrollsa

blunt,Mambagetsinandleansagainstthedoor.

Mamba:"Chantibaby!"

Chantel:"ohMamba,I'msohappytoseeyou!"

Mamba:"I'msureyouare."

Chantel:"pleasegetmeoutofhere."

Mamba:"andwhywouldidothat?huh?"

Chantel:"icangiveyoueverythingyouwant."



Shestartsstrippingforhimandhelaughs.

Mamba:"youshouldbeacomedian."

Chantel:"Mambaplease..."

Mamba:"firstthingfirst,youdon'tseducemein

public,thatistoocheap.2,youdon'tcallmeand

3,youdon'tsendmethatnonsenseyousentand

lastly,youdon'tcallmywifealittlegirl."

Chantel:"butsheis!"

Mamba:"darecallherthatoncemoreandyouwill

meetyourmaker!Sowhere'syourbigbrother

Jonathan?"

Chantel:"whothehellisthat?"

Mamba:"yourbrotherwenamarn."

Chantel:"idon'thaveabrother."

Mamba:"ifthat'showyou'llhaveit."

Mambagoesclosetoher,hetakesaphonethen

smiles.

Mamba:"I'llbecominghereonceaweek."



HegoesoutandtellsZorrotoswitchthe

temperaturetocoldbutnowto5°C.

HesmokesabluntwithZorro.

*

MrYuang,VladimirandEscuderoendedupkilling

eachothersinceTebogospilledthebeans.Mr

YuangshotVladimirinhisheadthenkilled

Escuderothenheshothimselftoo.

*

*

JonathanischillingwithThembiandtheyare

waitingforChantel.

Thembi:"wherethehellisshe?"

Jonathan:"maybeshe'sonherway."

Thembi:"soveleeverythingiscomingoutwell?"

Jonathan:"yes,Mambawillpayforkillingmyfather,

imcomingaftereverythinghegot."

Thembi:"whenhe'sbroke,thatgirlwon'tbeableto

handleitandMambawillcomecrawlingbackto



me."

Jonathan:"letmecallChantel."

*

*

Chantel'sringingphonedisturbsMambaashe's

enjoyinghisblunt.Hetakesalookandit'sJonathan.

HegoestothestoreroomgivingittoChanteltelling

hertoputitonloudspeaker.

Chantel:"h.hello"

Jonathan:"wherethehellareyou?"

Chantel:"withMamba"

Jonathan:"areyouforreal?"

Chantel:"asaheartattack."

Jonathan:"hedoesn'tsuspectanythingright?"

Chantel:"yeah,Igaveittohimrealgoodthathe

forgothispregnantbrat."Mambagivesheralook

andshelooksaway.

Jonathan:"good,makesureyoupoisonhimagainst



hiswife."

Chantel:"alreadystarted."

Jonathan:"youareagenius."

Chantel:"ihavetogo."

Jonathan:"don'tmessitup."

Chantel:"iwon't

Chanteldropsthecallandbitesherlip.

Mamba:"ithoughtyousaidthatyoudon'tknow

him?"

Chantel:"i..."

Mamba:"sssh!Seemslikeyougoingtobehere

longerthanexpected."

Hegoesouttakingherphone,lockingherinside.

*

*
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Jonathan:"guesswhat!ChanteliswithMambaas

wespeak."

Thembo:"wow,ididn'tthinkshehaditinher."

Jonathan:"wellshedoes."

Thembi:"nowthat'soutoftheway,whatisMbalito

you?"

Jonathan:"whoisthatnow?"

Thembi:"she'smarriedtoTshepo."

Jonathan:"yohthatone.Nevermindthat,let'stalk

aboutus."

Thembi:"whataboutus?"

Jonathan:"relationshipnyana?"



Thembi:"ohplease!"

Jonathan:"what'swrongwiththat?"

Thembi:"iaminlovewithMamba."

Jonathan:"mxm!"

Hestandsupleavingherthere.

Thembi:"hebanna!"

*

*

NomsaisonherwaytoseeSiphesihle,shewas

withherbodyguard,Lexy.

Theygetinthehospitalandstraighttothe

ward,theyfindherstaringatthewall,she'swith

AvelaandMihle.

Nomsa:"helloeveryone."

TheygreetbackandtheDoctorgetsin,hechecks

uponSiphesihleandallthat.

Doctor:"sinceyourhusbandisadamant,wewill

dischargeyoutomorrow."



SiphesihlenodsandthedoctorsmilesatNomsa

thenleaves.

Sasha:"ooohandthat?"

Nomsa:"what?"

Lexy:"thesmile!"

Nomsa:"idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout."

Siphesihlelaughsandtheylookather.

Siphesihle:"what?"

Mihle:"it'sgoodtoseeyousmiling."

Siphesihle:"yeah,ican'tkeeponbeingsadallthe

time."

Avela:"takeitslow,onethingatatime."

SiphesihlenodsandNomsa'sphonerings,she

excusesherselftoanswer.

Nomsa:"hello."

Nosipho:"hey,canwemeet?"

Nomsa:"iseverythingokay?"

Nosipho:"ineedyourhelp."



Nomsa:"comebythehouselateron."

Nosipho:"okaybye."

ShedropsthecallandNomsaisconfused.

Doctor:"hellothere."

Nomsa:"ohhi."

Doctor:"howareyoudoing?"

Nomsa:"I'mgood,you?"

Doctor:"I'mgreat,igobythenameofNdumisoand

you?"

Nomsa:"andiamNomsa."

Ndumiso:"nicemeetingyouNomsa,youare

beautiful."

Nomsa:"thankyou."

Ndumiso:"seeyouaround."

Hesmilesandcontinueswithwhathewasdoing.

Nomsaisallsmilesasshegoesbacktotheward.

Avela:"you'vebeenallsmilestoday"



Nomsa:"I'mjusthappythatSipheisgetting

discharged."

Avela:"mmmh,ifyousayso."

Nomsagigglesandtheycontinueconversingwith

Siphesihle.

Sasha:"someoneisgettingmarriedin8weekstime

andshehasn'tstartedwithweddingpreparations."

Avela:"oops!"shesaysdartinghereyesalloverand

theylaugh.

Lexy:"doyouwannagetmarriedkodwawena?"

Avela:"yes"shegiggles.

Sasha:"youshouldhavestartedplanning!"

Avela:"ihavealreadystartedthinkingofthevenue."

Siphesihle:"venueonly?Girl,peopleneedfood!"

Nomsa:"yourweddingdress?Thecake?"

Avela:"eish"

Mihle:"youarenotseriouswena."

Nomsa:"sinceyourhusbandiswell-known,it'llbe



full!Yougonnaneedenoughfoodtofeedthe

community!"

Sasha:"makeitthewholePretoria!"

Theylaugh.

Avela:"canwepleasemeetonSaturdayandweget

started?"

Mihle:"okay,areyougoingtoneedawedding

planner?"

Avela:"no,I'dlovetoplanit,withyourhelpoff

course?"

Siphesihle:"weareyourbridesmaidssoweare

there."

Nomsa:"helpingyouplantheweddingofyour

dreams."

Avela:"thankyouguys."

Mihle:"pleasure,soareyougoingtohavea

traditionalwedding?"

Avela:"ihavetospeaktoSmangaaboutthat."

Sasha:"let'shopeyouwon'tfaintonyourwedding



daysinceyou'llbeheavilypregnant."

Avela:"ihopesotoo."

Theylaughandaftervisitinghours,theygotheir

separateways.

*

*

Dabula:"mmmwiththisbaby,idemandpowersand

respecthaha!"

Hesayscuttingthebabyandlooksatthebaby

oozingblood,hepoursthebloodinabucket

laughingandmixessomeblackstuffandburns

incense.HemakesNonzwakaziandAzaniainhale

thesmellandtheycough,hethengivesthem

sneif.(don'tknowifthat'sthecorrectspelling).They

sneezeandhelaughs,theydrinkthebloodas

Dabulakeepsonchanting.

Dabula:"weareuntouchable,hahaha!!!!"

Theysmilelookingateachother..

Dabula:"whatwouldyouliketohave?"



Nonzwakazi:"money,moremoney,afatbank

balance."

Dabula:"andyoumygirl?"

Azania:"iwannabefearedandalsomoney."

Dabula:"done,tonightbring2blackchickensand

whitecloths."

TheynodandDabulapoursthemwithbloodand

someblackpowder.

*

*
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Azania:"whuu,ican'twaittobefeared!"

Nonzwakazilaughs.

Azania:"Spororomustjustgiveup,imnotgoing

backtoeGoli."

Nonzwakazi:"that'smygirl."

Azaniasmilesandherphonerings,shegoestothe

bedroom.

Azania:"hello"

TarMthura:"suremamas,ugrand?"

Azania:"ewewena?"

TarMthura:"yeah,souphi?"(whereareyou)

Azania:"whatdoyouwant?'

TarMthura:"meetup."

Azania:"time?"

TarMthura:"now,aphaeShop."

Azania:"okay,I'mcoming."

TarMthuradropsthecallandjustcombshishair

thengoestotheshop.



Azaniarollshereyes.

Azania:"iain'tgoingthererhaa!"

Lwandilegetsin.

Lwandile:"sisi,canipleaseR5?"

Azania:"idon'thaveit."

Lwandile:"R4.50then?"

Azania:"idon'thavemoney"

Lwandile:"Iwilltelltata(dad)thatyouwerewithTar

Mthura."

Azania:"youwon't."

Lwandile:"Daddy!!!"

Azania:"sssh!Okayokay,take."

ShegivesherR7andhesmilesandgetsout

Azania:"argh!"

Herphoneringsandit'sMthura,shedoesnot

answer,TarMthurasendsatext.

"Whereareyou?"



Shedeletesitandswitchesoffherphone.

*

TarMthura:"yathakathalewei."

*

*

Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"Ndlovukaziyami"

Avela:"aboutourwedding..."

Mamba:"yes?"

Avela:"wouldyouliketohaveatraditional

wedding?"

Mamba:"doyouwantone?"

Avela:"imaskingyou."

Mamba:"guessitwouldn'tbeabadidea."

Avela:"ineedayesorno"

Mamba:"okayyes,I'dactuallyloveto."

Avela:"thenwearegoingtohaveone."



Mamba:"okay,soit'swhiteweddingfirstthen

traditionalweddingorviceversa?"

Avela:"uhm,let'ssleepoverthat."

Mamba:"okay,whetherit'straditionalorwhite

weddingfirst,idon'tmindaslongwegetmarried."

Avela:"whuumarawena!"

TheylaughandMambagivesherhisbankcard.

Mamba:"anythingyougoingtoneed,thepinisfour

zero's."

Avela:"thankyou.Ontheweekend,beherewithyour

groomsmen."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"justbehereplease"

Mamba:"okay,wewillbehere.Sohow'sSiphesihle?"

Avela:"she'sgood,she'sbeingdischarged

tomorrow."

Mamba:"okay,I'mcoming."

Hegoestohisstudyandgoesthroughthedrawers



andcomesbackwithaphoto.Hegivesitto

Avela,shelooksatit.

Avela:"theseareyourparents?"

Mamba:"yes"hesitsnexttoher.

Avela:"youlooklikeyourmom,theeyes,eyebrows

andnose.Scratchthat,youarearealcopyofyour

mom."

Mamba:"justinheritedtheheightfrommydad."

Avela:"I'dhavelovedtomeetthem."

Mamba:"andtheyweregoingtoloveyou,iknowfor

afact."

Avela:"youmissthemright?"

Mamba:"everysingleday."

Avela:"comehere."

Sheopensherarmsandtheyhugverytightly.

Avela:"iloveyouokay?"

Mamba:"iloveyoutoo,somuch."

Theypulloutofthehugandsmilesateachother.



Avela:"caniseeyourchildhoodpicture?"

Mamba:"no,youarepushingit."

Avela:"haa,please?"

Mamba:"no"hechucklesandAvelafoldsher

arms,Mambakissesherforeheadandnose.

Mamba:"damniloveyou."

*

*

Melusi:"Siphosethuisunbelievable!"

Nosihle:"buthe'sbetter,Avelaisworse!"

Gogo:"haibo?"

Nosihle:"Siphosethuimpregnatedsomeone,it's

nothingnewbutAvela?Awholegoodfornothing

gangster?Andshe'sevenmarryinghim,goingto

givebirthtoacriminals'baby!"

Melusi:"sowhatSiphosethudidisokay?"

Nosihle:"nobutonthebrightside,wegoingtohave

agrandchild."



Gogo:"soyouacceptSiphosethu'schildandnot

Avela's?"

Nosihle:"iwillnotbabysitagangstersbaby!"

Melusi:"there'llbenoneedbecausehemighteven

hireananny."

Gogo:"ifyouwon'tacceptherchild,MelusiandI

will."

Nosihle:"what?"

Melusi:"thisiswhyI'mdivorcingyounx!'

Nosihle:"wellI'mnotsigningthedamnpapers!"

Melusi:"thenwewilltakeittocourt.Tomorrow,iam

movingout."

Nosihle:"soyouwilldivorcemebecauseIwon't

acceptAvelabeinginarelationshipwithathug?A

hardcoreone?"

Melusi:"youdon'twanttoseeourdaughterhappy!"

Nosihle:"whataboutme?"

Gogo:"whataboutyou?"



Nosihle:"AvelamightbehappybutI'mnot."

Melusi:"soyourdaughter'shappinessdoesn't

matter?"

Nosihle:"ifshe'swithagangster,thenno."

Gogo:"thatgangsterlovesher,ifyoudon'tstopthis,

youwillloseyourdaughter."

*

*
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It'stheweekend,thebridesmaidsandgroomsmen

aremeetingatMamba'shouse,AvelaandMpumi



areinthekitchenpreparingsnacks.Theyfinishand

gototheloungeandputeverythingonthecoffee

table.

Sabelo:"sowhyarewehere?"

Avela:"tohelpplanthewedding."

Tebogo:"firstthingsfirst,iaminchargeofthe

alcoholdepartment!"

Mamba:"outofallthings,youdecidedonalcohol?"

Tebogo:"imthebestinthatdepartment,anexpert!"

Theyalllaugh.

Senzo:"okay,that'ssorted."

Avela:"forthevenue,iwasthinkingtheBotanical

Gardens."

Nomsa:"Whuu,definitelyagreatchoice!"

Sabelo:"wherethehellisthatplace?"

Tebogo:"howcomeyoudon'tknowit?"

Sabeloshrugs.

Mamba:"andforthetraditionalwedding,wewere



thinkingofhavingithere."

Tebogo:"sothere'llbe2weddings?"

Mamba:"yes"

Tebogo:"Whuumorealcoholbafethu!"

Theyalllaugh.

Senzo:"sohowmanypeopleareweinviting?"

Avela:"anyoneyouknowisinvited."

Tebogo:"weknoweveryone."

Mamba:"butlimitis250people."

Sabelo:"weknowthousandsofpeoplemos."

Avela:"thenyou'llfeedthem."

Senzo:"Mambawillsinceheistheonegetting

married."

Mamba:"habe!"

Mihle:"sodécor?"

Avela:"uhmthat,ihavesomanyideassocanwe

skipthatpart?"



Nomsa:"okay,catering?"

Theycontinuediscussingtherestanddecidethey'll

checkonthevenuethefollowingweekandwill

checkontheweddingdressesandoutfitsafterthe

venuegetssorted.

Tebogo:"ifthere'sanythingican'twaitfor,isstart

orderingbooze!".TheyareinstitchesasTebogois

allaboutalcohol,Avela'sphoneringsandit'sher

mother.Shegoestothekitchen.

Avela:"hi"

Nosihle:"canwetalk?"

Avela:"yeah,talk."

Nosihle:"facetoface."

Avela:"nowecan't."

Nosihle:"why?"

Avela:"becauseiknowyouwouldwanttopoison

meagainstSmanga."

Nosihle:"noI'dnot."

Avela:"butmyanswerisno."



Nosihle:"yourfatherisdivorcingme."

Avela:"what?Why?"

Nosihle:"becauseirefusetosupportyour

relationshipwithSmanga."

Avela:"oh"

Nosihle:"please,hecan'tdivorceme."

Avela:”imnotgettinginvolved,youwantmeto

separatemeandthepersonilove!"

Nosihle:"nanaplease."

Avela:"hehakenana!"

Aveladropsthecallandrollshereyes.Shegoes

backtotheloungeandalleyesturntoher

Mamba:"iseverythingokay?"

Avela:"myparentsaredivorcing."

Nomsa:"ohmyGod!"

Avela:"yupbecausemymomdoesn'tsupportmy

relationshipwithSmanga,somyfatherdecidesto

divorceher."



Mamba:"shitisreal!"

*

*

TarMthura:"yheyy!"

AzaniajumpsduetofearandTarMthuraisin

stitches.

Azania:"whatthehell?"

TarMthura:"youkeptmewaitingforhoursknowing

thatyouwon'tcome!"

Azania:"igotdelayed."

TarMthura:"atextdoesn'tkill!"

Azania:"I'msorryokay?"

TarMthura:"mxm."

Azania:"isaid,I'msorry!"

TarMthura:"buymekotaasamakeup."

Azania:"okay,let'sgo."

TarMthura:"umhleyazi"



Azania:"thanks"

TarMthura:"makesurethekotahasextra

everything,imean,extracheese,Russian,

vienna,beefpatty.Alltheworksanddon'tforget

somecolddrink."

Azania:"that'slikealmostR50ormorethanthat."

TarMthura:"youwantmetoforgiveyouright?"

Azania:"yesbut-..."

TarMthura:"nobutandalsoineedpurplekushand

skunk."

Azania:"youpushingit!"

TarMthuratakesoutanokapiandpointsAzania.

TarMthura:"fedengathiawungigcwaliwena!"

Azania:"i...i"

TarMthura:"ssssh!Let'sgobuythosethings."

Azanianodsandtheystartwalking.

*

*



Astheyarestillchilling,Nomsa'sphonerings.

Nomsa:"excuseme"

Shestandsupandgoestothekitchen.

Mihle:"ithinkNomsahasaboyfriend."

Sabelo:"whyareyousayingthat?"

Mihle:"she'sbeenglowing,everytimeshegetsa

call,shesmilesandalwayssmilingonherphone."

Mamba:"wellthat'sagoodthingmos."

Mpumi:"yeahbutwhywon'tshetellus?Wewon't

judgeher."

Ontheotherside,NomsawastalkingwithNdumiso.

Ndumiso:"anychanceicanseeyoutoday?"

Nomsa:"imwithmyfriends."

Ndumiso:"please,evenifit'sfor5minutes."

Nomsa:"soyouwantmetosneakout?"

Ndumiso:"pleasemuhlezawami."

Nomsa:"evenifigosomewhere,ineedtotakemy

bodyguards."



Ndumiso:"youcancomewiththem,idon'tmind."

Nomsa:"okay,where?"

Ndumiso:"ChocolatetCafé?"

Nomsa:"okay,seeyousoon."

Ndumiso:"ican'twait."

Shedropsthecallandgoesbacktotheothers.

Nomsa:"guys,ihavetogo."

Sabelo:"whereareyougoing?"

Nomsa:"worrynot,I'llbeback.Toodles!"sheblows

kisses,Lexyandhergetout.Theygotohis

bodyguard.

Stapura:"whereyougoingmadam?"

Nomsa:"ChocolatetCafé."

Stapura:"okay"

Stapuradrivesthereandwaitsattheparkinglotas

LexyandNomsaheardtoChocolatetCafé.They

spotNdumisoandwalkuptohim,Lexysitsbehind

them.



Ndumiso:"it'ssogoodtoseeyou."

Nomsa:"samehere.Youlookinggood"

Ndumiso:"whatcanisay?Talkingtoyoumakesme

glow"

Nomsagiggles

Ndumiso:"somecappuccinoandchocolatecake."

Ndumisoordersforbothofthem,evenLexy.

Ndumiso:"ifimayask,whydoyouneedguards?"

Nomsa:"forprotection."

Ndumiso:"areyouinsomesortofdanger?"

Nomsa:"noandcanwepleasenottalkaboutit?"

Ndumiso:"notaproblem,sohowwasyourdayso

far?"

Nomsa:"itwasfunandyours?"

Ndumiso:"itwasboringbutsinceI'veseenyou,it

justbrightenedup."

Nomsa:"cliché"theysharealaughter.

Ndumiso:"whatdidyougetupto?"



Nomsa:"myfriendsaregettingmarried."

Ndumiso:"yourfriends?"

Nomsa:"yes,AvelaandMamba.I'mthemaidof

honor."

Ndumiso:"soyouareassociatedwiththeeMighty

Mamba?!"

Nomsa:"yes,isthereaproblem?"

Ndumiso:"no,justthatheintimidatesme."

Nomsa:"ifyoudon'tmesswithpeoplecloseto

him,you'llbefine.Youdon'tthreatenwithhiscircle."

Ndumiso:"thatiknow,I'vereadabouthiminthe

papers."

Nomsa:"ihopeyoudon'thaveanagenda."

Ndumiso:"noidon't.Ohsoyouarehiswife'sfriend,

theonewhopassedaway?"

Nomsa:"yes"

Ndumiso:"itwasalloverthepapers.Sothat

explainswhyyougotguards?"



Nomsa:"yes"

Ndumiso:"sohe'styingtheknot?"

Nomsa:"yes."

Ndumiso:"so,I'dliketoaskyousomething."

Nomsa:"yes?"

*

*
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Ndumiso:"uhm,howdoiputthis?Uhm,Ihavebeen

invitedtoabusinessdinnerandIwouldloveforyou



tobemydate?"

Nomsa:"uhm..ehheish."

Ndumiso:"please?Youcanthinkaboutitbuttill

tomorrowafternoon."

Nomsa:"okay."

*

*

Nosihle:"Melusiplease!"

Shesayskneelingdownandhastearsinhereyes.

Melusi:"justsaveusthedramaandsignthedamn

papers!"

Nosihle:"okay,iwillsupportAvelaandSmanga's

relationship."

Melusi:"ohreally?"

Nosihle:"yesreally,I'llaccepttheirrelationship"

Melusi:"it'sabittoolateforthatnow!"

Nosihle:"pleaseMelusi,iknowiwaswrongbut

please.Iloveyou"



Melusi:"pleaseleave!"

Nosihle:"I'llraiseherbabythen,butplease."

Melusi:"yohhayiNosihle!"

Hepushesheroutofthewayandshecries,shejust

losthishusband.Shewipeshertears.

Nosihle:"Melusiismine,onlymine!"shesniffsand

continueswipinghertearsusingthebackofher

hand.

Nosihle:"I'mnotdivorcinghim,I'dratherpretendto

SmangaandAvelabutIamnotlosingmy

husband!"

Shestandsupgoingtohercaranddrivestoher

house.

Nosihle:"mamahelp!"

Gogo:"ifit'syouandMelusi,don'tinvolveme."

Nosihle:"kodwama"

Gogo:"yheyy!Andizi!"

*



*

TarMthura:"thiskotaissodelicious!"

Azania:"mmh"

TarMthura:"areyouokay?"

Azania:"whydidhavetothreatenmetobuyyou

kota?"

TarMthura:"youfuckenstoodmeup!Ihadtowait

foryoulikeI'manidiot!!"

Azania:"isaidiamsorry."

TarMthura:"thisishowit'sgoingtowork,youbuy

methreekotasaweekforthewholemonth."

Azania:"wherethehellwilligetthemoney?"

TarMthura:"oryoucanpaymeinotherways."he

winks.

Azania:"otherways?"

TarMthura:"yes,meandyouunderthemblankets."

Azania:"I'mnotthattypeofgirl."

TarMthura:"whattypeofgirlareyou?"



Azania:"igotmorals."

TarMthuraburstoutlaughingthathefelldownand

continuedlaughingwithtearsinhiseyes.

TarMthura:"areyouastandupcomedianbecause

damngirl!"

HelaughsagainandAzaniaisonthevergeof

crying..

*

*

Nomsa:"uhmsoguys..."

Tebogo:"wearelistening."

Nomsa:"iknowit'stoosoon,it'sbeenmonthssince

Thabanipassedaway,notthatIdidn'tlovehim

becauseIdidandyouknowthatbut-.."

Senzo:"youwanttomoveon?"

Nomsa:"wouldn'thelikethat?"

Siphesihle:"hewouldhavelovetoseeyouhappy."

Nomsa:"soiuh..erh.."



Mamba:"youwanttogobacktothedatinggame?"

Nomsa:"iwouldn'twantitseemasifI'm

disrespectinghimasIamstillmourning."

Sabelo:"ifyouwanttomoveon,theyhavetodoa

ceremonyforyou."

Nomsa:"iknow,ihavetotalktotheeldersfirst."

Mihle:"sowhosetheluckyguy?"

Nomsastartssmilingandthegentslaugh.

Nomsa:"it'sNdumiso"

Avela:"whyareyousayingitlikeweknowhim."

Nomsa:"becauseyoudo."

Siphesihle:"whoisit?"

Nomsa:"actually,wearenotdatingbutheaskedme

togowithhimtoabusinessdinnertomorrow."

Tebogo:"wehearthatbutwhoisNdumiso?"

Nomsa:"thedoctor."

Theladiesscreamwhiletheguysarelookingat

them,theygiggle.



Mamba:"caretotellmewhyareyouguys

screaming?"

Mihle:"becauseheisgoodlooking."Sabelostares

ather

Avela:"andalsohandsome."

Mamba:"andalsowhat?"

Avela:"ineedwater."

Shestandsupgoingtothekitchenleavingthegirls

laughing,Mambafollowsherandleansagainstthe

fridgeasAvelawasbythetap.

Mamba:"whatdidyousay?"

Avela:"ididn'tmeanit."

Mamba:"comehere."

Avelaslowlywalksuptohimandlooksdown.

Mamba:"soyouknowNdumiso?"

Avela:"I'veonlyseenhimtwiceatthehospital."

Mamba:"andhe'shandsome?"

Avela:"iwon'tanswerthat."



Mamba:"whynot?"

Avela:"you'llsayI'mcheckingoutotherguys."

Mamba:"areyou?"

Avela:"no,igotmyeyesonlyforyou."

Mamba:"mmh"

Avela:"areyoujealous?"

Mamba:"what?Me?Nopssshimagine!"

Avela:"unesikhweleSmanga!"

Mambapinchesherbreastsandshelaughs.

Avela:"okay,youarenotjealous."

Mamba:"whywouldibe?I'malsohandsome."

Avela:"whofooledyou?"

Mamba:"girl,iknowiamhot.Idon'tneedothersto

tellmeotherwise."

Avela:"wenana!"

Mamba:"yes,evenourbabyisgoingtotakeaftermy

looks."



Avela:"we'llseeaboutthat."

Mambakissesherneckwithhishandsgoingtoher

bumsandshewrapshisarmsaroundhisneckand

theykiss.Thekissisintenseasemotionsstart

risingupandtheypullout.

Mamba:"tonight,I'msogoingtopunishyou."

Hepullsherlipswithhisteeth,suckingitthen

leavesherthereyearningformore,histouch.She

goesbacktothelounge.

Tebogo:"someonelooksflustered!"

*

*
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Avela:"pleaseletmebetuu!"

Tebogo:"iwasjustsayingandyouaresogonnaget

it."

Avela:"whatever."

Tebogo:"youwon'tbesayingwhateverwhenh-.."

Mamba:"hayiTebza!"

Tebogo:"I'mquiet.BacktoNomsa,whenarewe

meetingNdumiso?"

Nomsa:"ifwehappentodate,youwill."

Sabelo:"andifyoudon't?"

Nomsa:"it'sclearthatyouwon'tmeethim."

Sabelo:"it'snotfairthattheladiesknowhimandwe

don't."

Senzo:"andoh,whilestillhavingfunwithhimplease

don'tletyourguarddown."

Nomsa:"iwon't,ipromise."



*

*

Thembi:"yoursisterhasbeenMIAforsomedays

now!"

Jonathan:"don'tworryabout,maybeshe'sstill

servicinghimrealgood."

Thembi:"ihopeso,what'sthenextphase?"

Jonathan:"wetellChanteltotakeavideoofthem

havingsexandwesendittothatlittlegirl."

Thembi:"howarewegoingtodothat?"

Jonathan:"simple,wemustmakesurethatMamba

goestoChantel'splace,putacamerainher

bedroom,theyhavesexthenvoilà!"

Thembi:"mmh,ilikethat."

Jonathan:"sobacktous."

Thembi:"isthereus?"

Jonathan:"yes"

Thembi:"whydon'tiknowthat?"



Jonathan:"youareslowyazi,meetmeatmyplace

tonight."

Thembi:"i-..."

Jonathan:"don'tkeepmewaiting."

Hestandsupandgoestohiscar,hecallsMbali.

Mbali:"what?"

Jonathan:"whatdididonow?"

Mbali:"pleasestayawayfromme,Tshepoknows"

Jonathan:"whothehellsaidicare?"

Mbali:"Jonathan!"

Jonathan:"what?Mxm,anywaydoyouhavenews

forme?"

Mbali:"besidesTshepodivorcingme,no."

Jonathan:"anymissions?"

Mbali:"wearedivorcingsohewon'ttellme

everything!"

Jonathan:"fishoutphela."

Mbali:"kodwa-.."



Jonathan:"nyodwamyleftfoot,dowhatItellyou."

Mbali:"butiamnotpromising."

Jonathan:"seeyoutonight."

HedropsthecallanddialsChantelbutitrings

unanswered.

Jonathan:"fuck!"

*

*

Azania:"mxm,imleaving."

TarMthura:"okay,sorry"hewipeshistearsand

chuckles

TarMthura:"sowhat'sitgoingtobe?"

Azania:"I'llbuyyoufood."

TarMthura:"soilookhungrytoyou?Doilooklikei

amnotfed?"

Azania:"yousaidi-.."

TarMthura:"idon'tcareaboutwhatIsaid,I'llcall

youat21:30andyoushouldmakeaplantocome



out."

Azanianods,shebidshergoodbyes.Shegoes

straighttoDabula.

Dabula:"ngingakusizangani?"(howcanihelpyou)

Azania:"isaidiwanttobefearlessbutnowallthe

kindsofsomepeoplearewalkingallovermyhead."

Dabula:"whatkind?"

Azania:"thetypesofTarMthura."

Dabula:"oh"

Azania:"isthatallyouaregoingtosay?"

Dabula:"whatshouldisay?"

Azania:"givemesomepotionthen."

Dabula:"undress."

Azania:"what?"

Dabula:"youheardme."

Azaniastandsupandslowlyundressestillshe's

completelynaked.

Dabula:"nowbendover."



Asscepticsheis,shebendsover.

*

*

Tebogo:"letusloveandleaveyouguys."

Avela:"doyouhavetoleave?"

Tebogo:"ayeye!Gettingcoldfeet."

Senzo:"angishoyousaidhe'salsohandsome."

Siphesihle:"youaresogoingtogetit."

Theyhugsayingtheirgoodbyesandtheyleave.

Mamba:"now,it'sonlymeandyou."

Avela:"iamsorry,iwillneverdoitagain."

Mamba:"let'sgotakeashower,itbeenalongday."

Mambaholdsherhandandshe'sshaking.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yes"shebitesherlipandMambalaughs.

TheygotothebathroomandMambaundressesher

Avela:"dowehavetobath?I'msleepy."sheyawns



andMambachuckles.

Mamba:"thatwon'tworktoday,come."

Mambaalsoundressesandtheygetinsidethe

showerandstartshowering,Mambawashesher

back,thengoestoherbreastsplayingwiththem

andhishandgoestoherbelly,hekissesherneck

andhishandtrailsdowntohervagina,she

separatesherlegsgivinghimmoreaccess.

Mamba:"timeforyoutowashmyback."

Avela:"wha..Ehokay"

Mambasmilesandturnsgivingherhisbackand

shewashesit.Mambaturnsandkissesher,Avela

pullshimcloserbutMambapullsoutofthekiss.

Mamba:"let'sgoout."

Avela'sbreathhitchesandnods,theygetoutand

wipethemselves.AsAvelaisaboutto

lotion,Mambacarriesherandlaysheronthebed

andopensherlegs,Mambakissesherneckgoingto

herbreasts,Avelahashereyesclosedfeelingall

hotandbothered,Mambagoesdowntoher,he



kisseshervaginaandherbodyarchs,helicksher

clitandsheholdsherhead,heinsertshisfingerin

andout,shekeepsmoaninghisname.He

sucks,licksandblowsairinherclit,hedoesthis

overandovertillhertoescurl,she'saboutto

cum,shegrabshishandbutMambastopsandlays

nexttoher.

Mamba:"goodnight,iloveyou."

Avela:"Smanga!"Hermouthisslightlyopened,not

believingwhathejustdid.

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:18] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert79

*



*

AvelakepttossingandturningatnightbutMamba

didn'tmindher,shedecidestowakehimup.

Avela:"Smanga.."sheshakeshimupandheopens

hiseyes,switchingonthebedsidelamp.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"whydidyoudothat?"

Mamba:"dowhat?"

Avela:"leftmehanging!"

Mamba:"ohthat!"

Avela:"yesthat."

Mamba:"isthatwhyyoukeeptossingandturning?"

Avela:"ican'tsleep!"

Mamba:"thatwhy,you'lllearnnottocompliment

othermen."

Avela:"ididn'tmeanto,iamsorry."

Mamba:"youwon'tdoitagain?"

Avela:"iswear,iwillnever."



Mamba:"good,iforgiveyou."

Avela:"socanihavemyorgasm?"

Mamba:"no,nowlet'ssleep."

Avela:"babyplease."

Mamba:"shouldImakeyousomefood?"

Avela:"no,iamnothungry."

Mamba:"areyousuremybabyisnothungry?"

Avela:"no,weareokay."

Mamba:"let'ssleepthen."

Avela:"SmangaNkosi,iamnothungry,iamnot

sleepy,ijustneedtohaveanorgasmthatyou

deniedme!"

Mamba:"yoh"

Tobefrustratedwasjustanunderstatementto

Avela.

Avela:"areyougoingtogiveittomeorwhat?"

Mamba:"pleasureyourselfthen."

Avela:"ifyoudaresleep,youwillwakeupandfind



melonggone."

Mamba:"comehere."

Shesmilesandtheykiss,Mambalaysheronhis

chest.

Mamba:"sleepNdlovukaziyami,iloveyou."

Avela:"isowishIcanstrangleyou!"

Mamba:"sssh,comedown.Youdon'twannastress

mybaby."

Avelatightenedherfists,shewasbreathingheavily

andMambabrushedherbackandsheclosedher

eyes.

*

*

AsNomsawasstillsleeping,herphonerings.

Nomsa:"hello."

Ndumiso:"hellomuhlezawami.Areyougood?"

Nomsa:"imgoodandyou?"

Ndumiso:"I'mgood,canwemeetforbreakfast?"



Nomsa:"uuh,I'mnotsureaboutthat."

Ndumiso:"please,Mugg&Bean?"

Nomsa:"iguessitwon'tkill,okaythen."

Ndumiso:"greatseeyouthen."

Nomsadropsthecallallsmilesandcontinues

sleeping.

*

7:00,Nomsawasgettingreadytomeetupwith

Ndumiso.Shegetsdone,takesherBMWM3and

drivestoMugg&Bean,shespotshimandwalksup

tohim.

Nomsa:"heyyou"

Ndumiso:"youlookbeautifuleverytimeiseeyou."

Nomsa:"wellthankyou."

Ndumiso:"whereareyourbodyguards?"

Nomsa:"isortofdodgedthem."

Ndumiso:"what?Why?"

Nomsa:"I'mtiredtohavingthem."



Ndumiso:"yourfriendsaresonotgoingtolikethis."

Nomsa:"oho,they'llgetoverit"

Ndumiso:"wantthemtosayiamputtingyourlifein

danger?"

Nomsa:"theyshouldjustletmehavesomefun,they

willfreakbuttheywon'tdie."

Ndumiso:"idon'tlikethis,whatifsomething

happenstoyou?"

Nomsa:"nothingwillhappen,justchillokay?"

Ndumiso:"idon'twantyouneglectingyourfriends

orguardsbecauseofme.Nomsa,yoursafety

comesfirst."

Nomsa:"imsafewithyoumos."

Ndumiso:"yesbutIamnotagangster,iwon'tbe

ableandprotectyouthewaytheyareprotecting

you.Theygotconnectionsallover."

Nomsa:"soishouldgoback?"

Ndumiso:"callyourguardstocomehere,theyget

paidtoprotectyou."



Nomsa:"iwon'tdothat."

Ndumiso:"thenbye."

Hetakeshiscarkeysandleaves.

*

*

Mamba:"goodmorning,imadeyoubreakfastin

bed."

Avela:"imnothungry."

Mamba:"that'sokaybutmybabyishungry,sowake

upandgobrushyourteeththencomeeat."

Avela:"no."

Mamba:"idon'trememberaskingyou."

Avelastandsupandgoestothebathroomand

doeswhatMambatoldhertodo.shegoesbackto

thebedroomandsits,Mambahandsherthetrayof

food,shejustlooksatit.

Mamba:"okay,I'llfeedyouthen."

Avela:"mxm"



Mamba:"seeyoulaterke."

Avela:"whereareyougoing?"

Mamba:"I'llbeback."

Avela:"I'lleatthen.Don'tgo."

Mambasitsnexttoher.

Avela:"aren'tyougonnafeedme?"

Mambatakesthetrayandfeedsher.

Avela:"imfull."

Mamba:"mybabyisnot."

AvelasighsandMambacontinuesfeedinghertill

she'sdone.

Mamba:"thatwasn'thard,wasit?"

Avela:"no.Smanga?"

Mamba:"Ndlovukaziyam?"

Avela:"areyoupunishingme?"

Mamba:"no,I'mnot.Why?"

Avela:"youcoldtowardsme."



Mamba:"noiamnotsthandwasami.Iampassthe

complimentthing."

Avela:"doyoustillloveme?"

Mamba:"yes,iloveyouandIalwayswill.Nowand

forever."

Avela:"ifyouloveme,youwillgivememyorgasm."

Mamba:"I'llgowashthedishes."

Hetakesthetrayandgetsout.

Avela:"ihateyou!"sheshoutsbehindhimandhe

laughs.

Mamba:"iloveyoutoo!"

*

*
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Ndumisoisinhouse,thinkingaboutNomsadid.He

loveshimbuthewon'ttolerateherdoingwhatwill

putherlifeindanger,ashewasdeepinhis

thoughts,hisphonerang.

Ndumiso:"heymuhleza."

Nomsa:"hey,I'dliketoapologize.IknowwhatIdid

wasoutofthelineandriskysoiamsorry."

Ndumiso:"it'sokay,iforgiveyou."

Nomsa:"thankyousocanwepleasemeet?"

Ndumiso:"howdoestomorrowsound?"

Nomsa:"great.Seeyoutomorrow.Bye."

Ndumiso:"bye"

Nomsadropsthecallsighing.Herfriendsgetin.

Mamba:"whatthehellNomsa?"



Nomsa:"what?"

Tebogo:"whythehelldidyouleaveyour

bodyguards?"

Nomsa:"ohthat."sherollshereyes.

Senzo:"Nomsa,thestuntthatyoupulledputyouin

danger!"

Nomsa:"youguysdon'tunderstand!"

Mamba:"makeusunderstandthen!"

Nomsa:"I'msofuckentired!WheneverIgo

somewhere,ihavetolookovermyshoulder!

Honestly,I'mtired."

Sabelo:"whenyoustarteddatingThabang,you

knewhewasagangsterbutyouriskedandgot

involved!Sothisgangsterthing,willbeapartof

yourlif."

Nomsa:"Thabangisnomore,soIcandowhatI

want."

Siphesihle:"sinceyoumetNdumiso,idon'tgetyou."

Nomsa:"iamtiredguys!"



Mamba:"ofwhatexactly?"

Nomsa:"thislifeofguns,bloodmoney.Iwanttolive

astressfreelife."

Mamba:"awu,isit?"

Nomsa:"yesMamba,itisdrainingashell!Whenver

somethingbreaks,igetnervousthinkingwhatifit's

yourenemies?"

Senzo:"sowhatdoyousuggest?"

Nomsa:"wegoourseparateways."

Silence...

*

*

TarMthura:"iseeyoumadeit?"

Azania:"ihadnochoicedidi?"

TarMthura:"nonowcomehere."

Azaniawalksclosetohimandstoodnexttohim,

theywereatthebackofatuckshop.

TarMthura:"what'swiththewalk?"



Azania:"oh,nothing."

TarMthura:"seemslikesomebodybrokeyour

virginityallover."

Azania:"whatdoyoumean?"

TarMthura:"sincethefirsttimeisawyou,iknewyou

weren'tavirgin."

Azania:"that'srude."

TarMthurapullsherclosetohumpinninghee

againstthewallliftingherup,allinalltheyhadsex

atthebacktothetuckshop.

Azania:"thatwasawesome"

TarMthura:"yeah.Youwerenotthatbad.Seeyou"

Hekisseshercheekthenleavesherthere,shepulls

upandgoesbackhome.

*

*

Menzi:"Zipho,iaskforyourforgivenessforallidid."

Zizipho:"Menzi,youhurtme."



Menzi:"iknowandIamsosorry.Pleasedon'tleave

me."

Zizipho:"Iforgiveyou."

Menzi:"really?"

Zizipho:"yesbutwearenotgettingbacktogether."

Menzi:"what?Zizipho,iloveyouandIknowthatyou

stillloveme."

Zizipho:"i..i-.."shesighs

Menzi:"please,I'lldoanythingtoearnyourtrust

back."

Zizipho:"itwilltaketimeformetoforgiveyou."

Menzi:"iknow,onestepatatime."

ZiziphonodsandMenzismiles..

*

*

Nombuso:"Spororowakeup."

Spororo:"whatisit?"

Nombuso:"I'mhungry."



Spororo:"so?Gomakeyourselffood"

Nombuso:"really?"

Spororo:"youarenothandicappedmos,wheniget

back,iwanttofindyougone."

Nombuso:"Siphosethuiamthemotherofyour

unbornchild."

Spororo:"yeahjustthat,youarenotmygirl."

Siphosethutakeshisphoneandcarkeys,hedrives

tohisparentshouse..

*

*

Mamba:"utheni?"(whatdidyousay)

Nomsa:"weshouldgoourseparateways!"

Tebogo:"becauseyoumetthatDoctorofyours?"

Nomsa:"Ineedtolivealegitlife.I'llcontinue

runningmyboutique."

Senzo:"unbelievable!"

Nomsa:"I'mhonestlytiredofthislifefullof



guns,drugs,stolencarsetc!Thedamnlifeis

dangerous."

Mamba:"areyousureyouareokay?"

Tebogo:"ithinksheislosingit."

Nomsa:"youcaninsultmeallyoulife,idon'tcare."

Mihle:"eeeh"

Nomsa:"tellmesomethingAvela,doyouvalueyour

baby'slife?"

Avela:"yes"

Nomsa:"doyouwanttoliveinfearfearingyour

child'slifebecauseofthewholegangsterismshit?"

Mamba:"iamheretoprotecthermos!"

Nomsa:"willyoubeabletoprotecther24/7?"

Mamba:"SashaandSgonondoaretherewhenIam

not."

Nomsa:"thatwon'tstopyourenemiesfromgetting

toher,Avelaareyoureadyforthesleeplessnights

wonderingwhereheis?He'llbeoutofthecountry

fordays,monthseven!Youwillstressdayinand



dayout.Areyoureadytoseehimcoveredin

blood,himleavingatmidnight?Ar-.."

Mamba:"justshutupNomsa?Baby,areyou

okay?"shesayslookingatAvelaandshenods.

Avela:"ineedwater."

Shestandsupandstartshavingdifficultiesin

breathingandshedropstothefloor.

Mamba:"Avela!"

*

*
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Mamba:"foryoursake,ihopenothinghappensto

herandmybaby."

Nomsa:"ia-.."

Mamba:"sayonemorewordandIwillslityour

throatoff!"

NomsasitsdownandNdumisocomesgoesto

them.

Mamba:"howisshe?"

Ndumiso:"shesufferedfrommildpanicattack,she

willbefinebutherBPishighandIhavetokeepher

tonightforobservation."

Mamba:"canigoseeher?"

Ndumiso:"yesbutfornow,she'ssleepingsincei

sedatedher."

Mamba:"nexttime,idon'twantyounearmywife.Dr

Lloydwillbeherdoctor."

Nomsa:"buthe'sthebest."

Mamba:"whosaidicare?Nx!Whichward?"

Ndumiso:"wardB3"



MambagoestothewardfindinghisQueensleeping

peacefully.Hesatnexttohimholdingherhand.

Mamba:"Ndlovukaziyami,pleasewakeup.Imiss

you."

Hekissedherhandbrushingit.

Inthewaitingarea,themoodwasverysour

Mihle:"Nomsa,whatisupwithyou?"

Nomsa:"nothing."

Tebogo:"weain'tbeggingyoutotellus."

Nomsa:"I'mjustfuckentiredofthelife!"

Sabelo:"sowegoingoutseparateways?"

Nomsa:"yes,tellAvelaI'msorry.JustbecauseIam

willingtolivelegallyitdoesnotmeanweare

enemies.There'snobadblood."

Tebogo:"youarefuckenunbelievable!"

Nomsa:"tellthebodyguardsthatInolongerneed

them.SincethehouseisinThabang'sname,you

cankeepit."



Senzo:"no,Thabangleftitinyournamesoit'syours.

"

Nomsa:"bye"

Shestandsupleavingtheguysdumbfounded.

Mihle:"Ndumisobewitchedher!"

Tebogo:"strongfuthi!"

*

*

-AWeekLater.

Aweekpassedandalotofthingshappened.

Avelaisdischarged,Mambahasbeenwatchingher

verycloselynottomentionthatheissoover

protective.

NomsaisdatingNdumisocuttingtieswiththe

guysandtheirwives.

Tebogohasbeendrowninghimselfinalcoholsince

hefoundoutthatSiphesihlewaspregnantwith

Bheka'sbaby.



HewasinhisofficewhenMambaandAvelagotin.

Mamba:"ihateseeingyoulikethis."

Tebogo:"yabona,thatgirlbrokeme!"

Avela:"she'snotagirlbutyourwife."

Tebogo:"mamakaunknown,shebetrayedmeinthe

worstwayever!"

Avela:"iknowbutifyoukeepondrinkingalcohol

likeyoudrinkingwaterwon'thelpyou"

Hedidn'tmindherandgulpeddownthebottleof

Ciroc.

Avelagoestothekitchentopreparesomefood.Her

phoneringsandsheanswers.

Avela:"hello"

Siphesihle:"howishe?"

Avela:"uh..eish"

Siphesihle:"please,ineedtoknow."

Avela:"whydon'tyoucallhim?"

Siphesihle:"hedoesn'tanswer,ineedtotalktohim."



AsoundofabreakingsoundscaresAvelaandshe

jumps.

Avela:"ihavetogo."

ShedropsthecallgoingtowhereMambaand

Tebogoare.Sheopensthedoor,findingpiecesof

glassonthefloor,Mambajustlookingathimandhe

hitsthewallwithhisfist.

Avela:"areyougoingtolethimhurthimself?"

Mamba:"he'sstressrelivinghimself.He'llbefine."

Avela:"howcanyounotshowanyremorse?"

Mamba:"baby,he'sdoneworse.Thisisnothing.

Pleasegiveussomespace?"

Avela:"okay"shelooksatTebogo'shandswhichare

bleedingandshegoesout.Shepreparessomefood

forthemandtherestoftheguysgetin.

Senzo:"Makoti"

Theygreetandsitdown.

Sabelo:"wherearethey?"

Avela:"inwhatseemslikehisoffice."



Theguysnodandgotojointhem.

Mihle:"whenlastdidyouseeNomsa?"

Avela:"thedayigotadmitted"

Mpumi:"doyouforgiveher?"

Avela:"there'snoneednotto."

Mihle:"whatshesaidledyouinhospital!"

Avela:"yesbutiampastthat."

Theynodandcontinuecooking.

Senzo:"hayiTebza!"

Tebogo:"don'tlectureme,ihadenoughfrom

Mamba."

Sabelo:"youareseriouslygoingtoletherdepress

youlikethis?"

Tebogo:"shebrokeme,liedtome,mademebelieve

thatshemiscarriedmychild,knowingverywellit's

herex's.Shecheatedonme,brokemytrust!"

Mamba:"whatareyougoingtodowiththem?"

Tebogo:"I'mgoingtokillthatbastard,asfor



Siphesihlencncnc,Godhelpme!"

Mamba:"don'tdoanythingtoher,youloveher."

Tebogo:"youdon'tunderstandthepainiamfeeling

rightnow!"

Sabelo:"yes,wemightnotknowbutkillingherisnot

anoption."

Tebogo:"yourwivesdidn'tcheatonyouguys,they

didn'tpinthepregnancyofanothermantoyousoi

don'tunderstand!"

Mamba:"gocleanyourselfup,youlooklikeamess."

Tebogo:"ijustneedtokillandIwillbefine."

Avelaknockedandgotin.

Avela:"foodisready."

Shethengotout.

Senzo:"you'llloseweight,let'sgo."

TebogostrandsupbalancinghimselfwithMamba

andtheygotothediningroomandhavesome

food..



*

*

Siphesihle:"Bheka,leavemethehellalone!"

Bheka:"noican't.Iloveyousomuchtoleaveyou."

Siphesihle:"andidon't!Iammarried."

Bheka:"married?Where'syourhusbandnow?"

Siphesihledoesn'tanswer..

Bheka:"ifyoulovedhim,youwouldn'thavecometo

myhouseandmakelove.Iimpregnatedyou.Our

babyisnomore.Ain'tthatasignthatwebelong

together?"

Siphesihle:"youareapsycho!"

Bheka:"iamnottryingtousurpTebogobutilove

you."

Siphesihle:"fuckyou!"

*

*

Mamba:"baby,cometobed!"



Avela:"bepatientplease!"

MambachucklesandAvelaappearsdressedina

redlacylingerieandblackstilettos,assoonas

Mamba'seyeslandonherbody,hispeniserects.

Mamba:"shit!Youlookbeautiful..Eishhotuhmi

meanbreathtaking."

Helickshislips,shemodelsherwaytohimandsits

nexttohim.

Avela:"youcancloseyourmouthnow."

Mamba:"uhm,ierhsorry."

Avelagigglesandkisseshisneckturninghimon

evenmore.Hegrabsherbuttmakingher

moan,Mambastops.

Mamba:"canwepleasetalk?"

Avela:"okay?"

Mamba:"whatNomsadid.."

Avela:"ohthat,impastthat."

Mamba:"baby,whatshesaidistrueaboutcoming

afterdaysorweeks,beingoutofthecountrydoing



illegaldealings.ButnomatterwhereIgo,iwon'tdo

anythingthatwillmakeyoucry.Igiveyoumyword.

Iwon'tevercheat."

Avelanods.

Mamba:"I'lldoanythinginmypowertoprotectyou.

Iwillneverputyouorourlivesbabyindanger

okay?"

Avela:"yes,iloveyouokay.Iamalsogratefulfor

whatyouaredoingtome."

Mamba:"iloveyoutoo,anythingforyou."

Avela:"now,makelovetome."

Mambasmilespullingherclose...

*

*
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Ndumiso:"damn!Thebestmorningsexever!"

Nomsa:"there'sstillmoretocome."

Ndumiso:"whatdididotodeserveyoumara?"

Nomsa:"youlovedthiswidow."

Ndumiso:"speakingofwidow,whenareyou

removingtheblackclothes?"

Nomsa:"ihavetospeaktomyfamilyfirst."

Ndumiso:"so,haveyoumadeupwithyourfriends?"

Nomsa:"mxm.Inolongerhavefriendsmina."

Ndumiso:"hawu,yourhusband'sfriendsandtheir

wives?"

Nomsa:"itriedreachingoutbuttheyaregivingme

thecoldshoulderbecauseIamwithyou."

Ndumiso:"fixthingswiththemplease."



Nomsa:"youknow,Avelaisgettingmarriedin6

weeksand4days,idon'tknowifI'llstillbehermaid

ofhonor."

Ndumiso:"ifyoustillwanttobehermaidofhonor

thenfixthings."

Nomsa:"Avelaisthekindonethere,notusedtothe

gangsterlifesoiftheyhaven'tcorruptedhermind

nottotalktome."

Ndumiso:"thencallherandfindout."

Nomsa:"youthinkso?"

Ndumiso:"iknowso,giveitatry."

NomsatakesherphonedialingAvela'snumber,she

callsher.

Avela:"hey"

Nomsa:"hi,areyouokay?"

Avela:"yeahandyou?"

Nomsa:"imgooduhmlisten,iamsorryforwhatI

saidtoyouaboutMamba.Ireallydidn'tmeanto."

Avela:"it'sokay,iforgiveyou."



Nomsa:"anotherthing,aboutthemaidofhonor

issue."

Avela:"yes?"

Nomsa:"amistillone?"

Avela:"eish,idon'tknow."

Nomsa:"mmhokay.Bye."

Avela:"bye"

NomsadropsthecalllookingatNdumiso.

Ndumiso:"howdiditgo?"

Nomsa:"itfeltsoweird."

Ndumiso:"she'llcomearound."

Nomsa:"ihopeso."

Shesayspullingtheblanketoverherupperbody,

bitingherlip.

*

*

Azaniaisbythewashingline,hangingthelaundry

whenTarMthuraappears.



Azania:"whatthehellareyoudoinghere?"

TarMthura:"icameforaquickie."

Azania:"youareoutofyourmind!"

TarMthura:"ican'tgetenoughofyou."

Azania:"leavebeforemyparentsfindyouhere."

TarMthura:"letthemfindme,iamnotscared."

Azania:"welliam"

TarMthurapullsherclosetohim,hishandstrailto

herbuttandhesqueezesit

Azania:"letmego.."

TarMthurakisseshernotmindingwhathesaid,

Azaniakisseshimbackpullinghimcloser..

"Wellwellwell,whatdowehavehere?"

Theyquicklystoplookingatthepersonshocked.

"Thislookscosy.."

Azania:"icanexplain.."

*



*

Tebogo:"I'mseriouslygoingtokillSiphesihle!"

Mihle:"youdon'tmeanthat."

Tebogo:"she'llregretevermeetingme."

Mpumi:"youknow,thisshouldbeahappytimefor

us.PlanningaweddingthenSiphesihledecidesto

dothatshit,ontheothersideit'sNomsa."

Avela:"speakingofNomsa,shecalledme."

Mamba:"whatdidshewant?"

Avela:"toapologizeandaskifshe'sstillthemaidof

honor."

Senzo:"andwhatdidyousay?"

Avela:"iforgaveherandthemaidofhonor,idon't

know."

Tebogo:"wellshe'snolongerone."

Mamba:"isecondthat."

Sabelo:"metoo."

Mihle:"Nomsamadeyoulieinhospitalbecauseof



thethingsshewassayingandtobehonest,theyare

true.Nooffense."

Avela:"nonetaken."

Mpumi:"sheshouldhavesaidallthatinamore

maturedmanner,actuallyshewasn'tbecauseit

wasn'therplace."

Tebogo:"sinceshemetthatdoctor,sheswitchedup

onus."

Senzo:"speakingofdoctor,ididsomeresearchon

him."

Mihle:"and?"

Senzo:"ontheotherside,he'scleanandtheotherhe

isnot."

Mamba:"meaning?"

Senzo:"let'sdiscussthattonight.Noladiesplease."

Mihle:"haawhy?"

Senzo:"it'snotforthefaintheartedandmamaka

unknownmightcollapse."

Avela:"youcantellthemandleavemeoutofit."



Senzo:"no,it'llbelikeweareexcludingyouandwe

don'twantthat."

Mihle:"ifyoudon'tknowthenwerathernotknow."

Avelasmilesmakingtheguyschuckle.

Tebogo:"Thabzinmustbeturninginhisgrave

shame."

Mihle:"whatNomsaisdoing!"

Tebogo:"wepromisedtotakecareofher,goodor

worsebutturnsagainstus!"

Sabelo:"she'snotloyalshame!"

Theylaugh.

Tebogo:"maybeshethinksshe'slonely."

Mamba:"isshe?"

Senzo:"sheneedssomeonetosatisfyher."

Mihle:"wedon'tmindnebutforhertogallivant

whilestillinmourning?"

Mamba:"disrespectingThabzin."

Tebogo:"fedeminaakungiquziqakalakuthi



utshunani."(itdoesn'tbothermewhat'sshedoes)

Avela:"hayiminaI'mhungry."

Tebogo:"butyouju-.."

MambaclearshisthroatlookingatTebogo,hejust

drinkshiswhiskey."

Mamba:"whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Avela:"you'llmakeitforme?"

Mamba:"yes"

Avela:"well,chocolatemuffinswilldowithsome

coffee."

Mamba:"muffinsyes,coffeeno."

Avela:"mmhokay,milkwillbefine."

Mambastandsupandgoestothekitchen,hetakes

4muffinsandmilkthenservesHisQueen.

Mihle:"ishouldgetpregnantandgetspoiled."

Sabelo:"Whuu,iwonderwhowillspoilyou?"

Mihle:"youhawu,myhusband."

Sabelo:"yoh,imaginemespoilingyouwhileyou



pregnant?Haaathemoodswingsandweird

cravings.Who'llwakeupinthemiddleofthenight

andsatisfyyou?"

Mihle:"Sabzamara?"

Sabelo:"iloveyoubabybutgettingyoupregnant?I'll

considerthatafteradecade."

Tebogo:"decadekodwantwana?"

Sabelo:"thewayMambaissuffering,hestillhas5

monthstogo."

Mamba:"I'mstillherehello."

Theyalllaugh.

Senzo:"Avelaha-.."

Avela:"iwhat?"shestaresathim.

Senzo:"youlovehim."

Hesaysgrinningandtheylaughagain..

*

*
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Azania:"icanexplain.."

Spororo:"didn'tisayiwantedyouineGoli?"

Azania:"youdid."

Spororo:"sowhyonearthareyoustillhere?"

Azania:"iwasplanningtocomenextweek."

Spororo:"youknowbetterthantolietome."

TarMthura:"exe,ubanwena?"(whoareyou)

Spororo:"hey,angiringinawe.Ungazifaki."(I'mnot

talkingtoyou.Don'tgetinvolved.)

TarMthura:"hade!"(sorry)



Spororo:"disappear."

TarMthuraleavesandAzaniacontinueswiththe

laundrywhileSpororoislookingather.

Spororo:"mmh,uwondileyoh."(youareskinny)

Azania:"thanks"

Spororo:"tonight,wearegoingbacktoJozi."

Azania:"imfinehereintheEasternCape."

Spororo:"idon'trememberaskingyouforyour

permission."

Azania:"okaybutIamnotgoingwithyou!"

Spororo:"youdon'twantmedraggingyoutoJozi."

Azania:"iamnotgoing!"

Spororo:"soiseeyou'vegrownsomeballs."

Azania:"insultmeallyoulikebutIamstayinghere."

Spororo:"yheyywenaAzanianobubidon'tmakeme

mad!"

Azania:"youthinkifearyouwenane?"

Spororohashishandsonherneck,stranglingher.



Hehasatightgriponherneckandshecoughs.

Spororo:"wearegoingtoJozi,youlikeitornot.Meet

meatthegarage,23:45."

Helet'sgoofherneckthenkissesitthenleaves.

Azania:"whatwasithinkinggettinginvolvedwith

gangstersMara?!"

*

*

Mamba:"so,whatisitthatyoufoundabout

Ndumiso?"

Senzo:"he'sagoldsmuggler,ownsablackmarket

inPortShepstone.Heworksasadoctorforcover

up.Allinall,hewasplottingrevengeagainst

ThabzinsinceThabzinfuckedhimandlefthims-.."

Sabelo:"fuckedhim?"

Mamba:"soyoumeanThabzinwasgay?"

Senzo:"yes.HeusedNomsaasacoverup.

Ndumisowasleftdevastatedandgrewhatredfor

Thabzin.Hecameherandlearnedthatheisno



moresohe'splanningtotakeusout."

Mamba:"haibo,whatdidwedo?"

Senzo:"hewannatakeoverthedrugbusiness."

Mamba:"uyanya!"

Mamba'sphoneringsandheanswers

Mamba:"ringa."(talk)

Luke:"Naçõesjustlanded,she'splanningtocometo

yourhouseandattackthinkingshe'llcatchyouoff-

guard."

Mamba:"yerr!Thatbitchjustdoesnotgiveup."

Luke:"it'sawar,it'llgetverymessy.Taketheladies

toDiepsloot."

Mamba:"okay,getZorroinmyhouse."

Luke:"yizo!"heendsthecall.

Mamba:"Naçõesisback,it'sawar!"

Senzo:"ayihlomeihlasele."(let'sarmandattack."

Theysaytakingouttheirgunssmiling.Theygoto

thegirlswhowerehavingpopcorns.



Mamba:"canwehaveyourattentionplease?"

TheyallshifttheireyestoMambagivinghimtheir

fullattention.

Mamba:"youguyshavetogotoDiepsloot."

Avela:"why?"

Senzo:"tobehonest,thereisgoingtobeawarand

wedon'tknowhowlongit'lllast."

Sabelo:"startingfromtonight."

Theynod,MambatakesAvela'shandandtheygoto

theirbedroom.

Mamba:"talktome."

Avela:"itwon'tchangeanythingmos."

Mamba:"baby-..."

Avela:"sssh!ItrustyouandIdon'tdoubtthatyou

canprotectus."

ThosewordshithometoMambaandhesmiled.

Mamba:"packafewclothes,aftereverythinghas

cooleddownandIwillpersonallyfetchyou."



Avela:"I'dlovethat,pleasebesafe."

Shesaysholdinghishandsandhesighs.

Avela:"promisemeSmanga!"

Mamba:"it'snotguaranteedNdlovukaziyami."

Avela:"mxm"

Mamba:"nomatterwhathappen,iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Theykiss,Mambahelpsherpackherbagsandthey

godownstairs.

Senzo:"wewilldoanythingtoprotectyou

guys,okay?"

Thegirlsnod,Zorrogetsin.Theysaytheir

goodbyes,thegirlsgetinZorro'sVWTransporter

T32Kombi.

Mamba:"protectthemplease."

Zorro:"ineverdisappoint."

ZorrogetsintheKombianddrivestoDiepsloot.

Theguysgetinthehouse,makingcallsforbackup



andpolishtheirweapons.Thebackupcrewgetsin.

Bazooka:"yhuu!FinallyI'llbepoppingbrains."

TheyalllaughandablackJeeppullsover.

Nações:"Mambawillknowmetoday."

TheycrocktheirpistolsandbargeinMamba's

house.

Mamba:"awu,Naçõngwana!"

Nações:"fuckyou!"

Mamba:"takestwobabygirl."

NaçõespointsthegunaimingatMamba...

*

*

Zorro:"worrynotladies,yourmencanhandlethe

typeofshit."

Theynod.

Avela:"canwepassbythegarage?I'mhungry."

ZorronodsandtakesaU-turntoBPgarage.

*



*

Ndumiso:"everythingisworkingoutwell,iloveit.Bit

bybit,I'llsquashthem.Ialreadystarted."

*

*
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Bulletsflyingalloverthehouse,somedeadonthe

floorwhicharemostlyNaçõesteam,theshooting

continuesandasNaçõeswasabouttopullthe

trigger,thepoliceinvadetheplaceandthereisno

waywhereNaçõescanescape.Thepolicebargein



andcuffeveryonewhileMamba,LukeandTebogo

aretakentohospital.AndalsoNações.

Police1:"shitwasrealinhere!"

Detective:"I'msogoingtohavefunwiththiscase."

Senzo,Sabeloandtheothersaretakentothepolice

station.

Mambaandtheothersareadmitted.

*

*

Ndumiso:"babe!"

Nomsa:"yeshoney."

Ndumiso:"pleasecomehere."

Nomsaappearsfromthekitchenandgoestothe

loungesittingnexttohim.

Nomsa:"what'sup?"

Ndumiso:"youknow,I'dlikeforustoopenupto

eachother.Iknowwejuststarteddatingbutwe

havetobehonest."



Nomsa:"mmh,soyouwanttoknoweverything?"

Ndumiso:"yesandIwillalsotellyouwhatyouhave

toknow."

Nomsa:"mmhokay.Youfirst."

Ndumiso:"ah,there'snothinginterestingaboutmy

life,imadoctorandIwasbornandbredinFree

State,icameheretofurthermystudiesandyeahI

foundwork.That'smuchaboutit.

Nomsa:"mmh,wellasyouknow,iwasmarriedto

ThabaniwhowasagangsterandIownaboutique.I

wasborninSowetoandImetThabaniwhilein

varsityandyeahwedatedthenmarriedforhalfa

decade"

Ndumiso:"interesting,sowereyoualsoagangster

queen?"

Nomsa:"no,theydidn'twanttotellusanything

involvedwithcrime."

Ndumiso:"soyouknewnothingabouttheir

missons?"

Nomsa:"nobutweknewwhattheywereinvolved



in."

Ndumiso:"okay."

Nomsa:"yeahsothat'sitright?"

Ndumiso:"yes.Ineverlikedgangstersanyway."

Nomsa:"soididgoodbyseparatingfromthem?"

Ndumiso:"justidon'twannaseparateyoufrom

them,foryourfriendshipsake."

NomsanodsandNdumisosmirks.

*

*

PoliceOfficer:"thegentshavebeenarrested,

MambaandTebogoareinhospital."

Zorro:"shit!"

PoliceOfficer:"makesuretheladiesdon'tfindout

yet,tellthemtomorrow."

Zorro:"okay,andtheothers?"

PoliceOfficer:"hereinthestation.Theuseless

detectiveisabouttointerrogateNações."



Zorro:"keepmeupdated."

Theyendthecallandtheofficergoestothe

Detective.

PoliceOfficer:"awwMavundla!"

Detective:"yeahSibanda.

PoliceOfficer:"hasthatgirlsaidanything?"

Detective:"yeahandsheispaintingeverythingto

Mamba.ShesaidifIlethergo,shewillgiveme

everythingtoputMambabehindbarsforyears."

PoliceOfficer:"and?"

Detective:"iamtempted."

PoliceOfficer:"butdon'tyouthinkshe'sbluffing?I

meanshe'ddoanythingtoputMambabehindbars.

Haveyouspokentohisfriends?"

Detective:"iwasbuttheircorruptlawyerDubeis

withthem.Iswearthatlawyerisasdirtyasthey

come!"

PoliceOfficer:"yoh.SoyouwillgetNaçõesinasafe

placefromMamba?"



Detective:"yes,that'sifshe'stellingthetruth."

PoliceOfficer:"i-..."

TheCaptainZungumakeshiswayin.

CaptainZungu:"gentlemen"

Theybowinfrontofhimdramaticallyandthey

laugh.

CaptainZungu:"updatemeonthecaseregarding

NaçõesandNkosi."

Detective:"NaçõeswantstogiveusMambaona

silverplatterifwekeepheroutofjail."

CaptainZungu:"hebanna!"

Detective:"yeahCaptainanddon'tforget,catching

theeMightyMambawillbeabigbreakforthis

station."

CaptainZungu:"we'lltalkinmyoffice."

CaptainZungugoestohisofficeandcallsZorro.

CaptainZungu:"meetmeinmyhouseat23:30,make

surenobodyseesyou."



Hedropsthecallandfuriouslywipeshisface.

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:19] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert85

*

*

Weekspassedandit'sonlyaweekbeforethe

wedding(s)butitseemsitwon'tbehappeningsince

Mambaisstillinhospitalandhasslippedintoa

coma,Avelahasbeentryingsohardnottothink

aboutSmangabutit'shardnottoforgetthatsheis

5monthspregnant,shefoundoutdaysagothat

she'scarryingseptuples.Hugeright?Buthowcome

thedoctormentionthatwhenshewentforascan



monthsago?Wedon'tknow.

She'ssohugelikeshe's9monthsyetthere'sstill4

monthstogo.Shedistractsherselfbyeatingand

theyneverwentbacktothehousesincethewar

brokeout.TheyhavebeenstayinginDiepslootand

everyoneisstayingthere,inthetownshipbutthe

guyssaidit'sonlytemporarybutAvelalikesitsince

shegetstoeatkasifood.Andoh,Tebogogot

dischargedandhe'scompletelyhealed.

ZorroandLukehavebeenonakillingspreeto

avengetheirMambaforbeinginICU.Naçõeshas

beenhintingonthepoliceaboutMamba's

shenanigans.

Avela:"whattimearewegoingtothehospital?"

Senzo:"intheafternoon."

AvelanodsandcontinuesmunchingontheBurger

likeherlifedependsonit.Sheswallowsthenlooks

attheguys.

Tebogo:"what?"

Avela:"I'mthinkingofpostponingtheweddingtill



Smangafullyrecovers."

Theydecidenottodebateandarguewithher.

Mihle:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yeah,I'mfine.Why?"

Mpumi:"consideringMamba'sconditions,finding

outyouarecarryingseptuples.."

Avela:"pleasestopfussing,iamokay."

Mpumiknewbetterthantrytocommentandthat

mighttriggerhermoodsandthatmightbenotgood

foreveryone.Avelastandsupwithherburgerand

juiceinhandthengoestothebedroom.

Senzo:"MambabetterwakeupbeforeAvela

seriouslyloseshermind."

Tebogo:"speakingofhim,Naçõeshasbeenspotted

inGermiston."

Sabelo:"whenigetmyhandsonthatbitchncnc

nc!"

Tebogo:"she'sunderthepolice'swing."

Senzo:"idon'tgiveadamn!I'mkillinghernx!"



Anhourlater,theyaregettingreadytogotothe

hospitalandAvelacries.

Tebogo:"areyouinanypains?"

Avela:"i..i(sniffs).."

Mpumi:"talktousplease."

Avela:"i..iwantakota."

Theyraisetheirhandsinsurrenderdeeplysighing!

Sabelo:"youcryingforakotareally?Amerekota?"

Avela:"yes..It'sbeenlongsinceIlasthadit.."

Senzo:"wecan't!Mambamustjustwakeupshame."

HearingMamba'snamejustsentherovertheedge

andshecriedworse.Mihlegoestoherengulfing

herinahugbrushingherback.

Mihle:"don'tcry,wewillbuyyoukota."

Avela:"w..witheverythinginside?"

Mihle:"alltheworks."

Tebogo:"thebeefpatties,eggs,Russian,

vienna,cheeseeverything."



AvelapullsoutofMihle'sarmsandnods.

Mpumi:"now,wipethosetearsandsmile"

Avelanodssmilingandwipeshertears.Theyget

outandgotothebestsellingplaceandbuykota.

After10minutes,theirkota'sareready.Avelaputs

allthetypesofsaucesinherkotaandtheystart

eating.

*

*

Nomsa:"NdumisoMaphumulo,whatthehellisgoing

onwithyou?"

Ndumiso:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Nomsa:"areyoucheatingonme?"

Ndumiso:"no"

Nomsa:"butallthesignsarethere!"

Ndumiso:"whatsigns?"

Nomsa:"youcomehomearoundmidnight,smelling

aladiescheapperfumeandIalsofoundacondom

wrapperinyourpants.Youarealwaysonyour



phonesmilingandit'slikeidon'texistanymoreto

you!"

Ndumiso:"youdone?"

Nomsa:"what?Ndumisohowdareyou?"

Ndumiso:"awungimeletuuwena."

Hesaystakinghiscarkeysanddrivestosome

shadyplace,hewasmeetingsomeone.

*

*

Theyjustarrivedatthehospitalandonlyone

personisallowedsoAvelagoesin.Shelooksat

himandtearsburnhereyes,shetriespushingthem

backbutfails.Theychestfall.Sherubshertummy.

Avela:"irememberthetimewefirstmet,we'vebeen

togetherforabout8months,iamcarryingyour

babiesyesbabiesbecausetheyareseptuplesand

aboutamonthago,wewereplanningourwedding

buthereyouare,wehavetopostpone.Smanga,i

can't.Ijustcan'tdoitwithoutyou,itriedbutIjust

fail.Ineedyou.Imissyou.PleaseSmanga,ineed



you,weallneedyou.Iloveyou."

Shebrushesherhandandheshowsnosigns,it

breaksherheartevenmore.Shekisseshisfaceand

sayshergoodbyespromisingshe'llcomebacklater

on.ShegoesoutandtheDoctorgoesinhisward.

Mihle:"anychanges?"

Avelashakesherheadnoandtheykeepquiet.She

slowlysitsplacesherhandonherbelly,shedeeply

sighs.

ThedoctorwalksuptothemandMpumihelps

Avelastand.

Doctor:"imafraidit'snotgood."

Tebogo:"justtalk."

Doctor:"asyouknow,heisonlifesupportandmore

patientsarecomingindailya-.."

Sabelo:"stopbeatingaroundthebush!"

Doctor:"hemightnotmakeit,savehimthemthe

miseryandswitchoffthemachines."

Senzo:"WTF?!"



Doctor:"there'snothingwecando,wedidourbest

bu-.."

Avela:"didyourbest?Ifyoudidyourbestthenyou

wouldhavesavedhim,hewouldhavebeenawake!

Andyousayputhimoutofhismisery?Whatabout

hisunbornbabieshuh?Theywillhavetogrowup

withoutafatherbecausewehavetoputhimoutof

hismisery?"

Tebogo:"calmdown,thinkaboutthebabies."

Avela:"ohtrustme,iamcalmjustannoyedbywhat

heissaying!"

Doctor:"I'llgiveyout-..."

Senzo:"yheyy!Wepaythousandsinthishospitalso

don'ttelluswhattodookay?"

Doctor:"I'llgiveyoutimetoprocesseverything,

hopefullyyouwouldhavereachedanagreement

tomorrow."

Avela:"nomachinesarebeingswitchedoffnx!"

*

*
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Avela:"pleasedon'tsignthepapers,I'mbeggingyou

guys."

Tebogo:"sshwewon't,he'llwakeup."

Avelanodsandtheydecidetoleavethehospital

andAvelagoesstraighttobed.Theguysgoto

Germistoninfullforces.Theyarriveattheflatshe's

using.Tebogoknocksandletthemselvesin,she's

caughtoffguard.

Senzo:"baby!"

Nações:"i..ieeh."



Tebogo:"sssh!Followus."

Nações:"I'mgoingnowherewithyouassholes!"

Sabelo:"suchastronglanguage."

Nações:"how'sMamba?"

Tebogo:"forgetthat,how'sbabyTania?"

Nações:"whosethat?"

Sabelo:"ncooah,forgettingyourlittleprincess."

Nações:"i..i-.."

Tebogo:"ssh,come."

Naçõesreluctantlyfollowsthem,theydrivetosome

dodgyareaandtheydon'tseemtonoticethat

there'ssomeoneisfollowingthem.Theydragherto

thecottageandthepersoncallsthepolice.

Inthecottage,she'stiedupupinchair.Tebogo

slapshersohardthatshescream.

Senzo:"forsomeonewhoisa"gangterqueen",you

screamlikeatoddler."

Tebogo:"sheannoysmenx!"



Tebogoshootsherthighs,thenSabelogrindsoffher

ears,toesandfingers.Sabelojustfinishesoffhis

bulletsinherskull.Astheyarecleaningthemselves

up,thepoliceinvadethearea.

Detective:"wemeetagain!"

Tebogo:"aiiMavundlanobusobendlala."

Theyarehandcuffed,beingchargedforthemurder

ofNaçõessomeonewhowasgoingtohelpthem

putMambainjail.Theyarethrowninthepolicevan.

Detective:"thisaddsto5ofyourcrimesyou've

committed.Yougoingdownfor25yearsormore."

Senzo:"ohwhatever!"

*

*

NdumisoisinJo'burg,havinglunchwithhisfriend.

Thato:"sohow'sthewidow?"

Ndumiso:"she'ssoannoyingandstupid.Imeanshe

toldmeeverything,imeanEVERYTHINGntwana!

YabonaassoonasMambawakesup,he'sgoing



straighttojail.He'llgetmarriedthere."

Thato:"let'shopeitdoesnotbackfire."

Ndumiso:"noitwon't.Nomsawillregretmeeting

me,I'llleaveherwithherpantiesonly."

Thato:"ncncnc!"hesaysshakinghisheadand

Ndumisosmiles.

Thato:"let'sgoparty,it'sbeenawhile."

Ndumiso:"noican't."

Thato:"why?"

Ndumiso:"I'mmeetingupwithNações"

Thato:"oh"

Thatotakeshiscarkeysandstandsup.

Ndumiso:"andthen?"

Thato:"itseemslikeyouarebrushingmeoffsoI'll

giveyouspace."

Heleaveshimtherewithhismouthhungopen.

ThatodrivestoNdumiso'scrib.Heknocksand

Nomsaopens.



Nomsa:"heyTee!"

Thato:"hi,areyougood?"

Nomsa:"yeah.Comein"

Hegetsinandsitsonthecouch

Nomsa:"iseverythingokay?"

Thato:"yes,Nomsaineedyoutobecareful."

Nomsa:"what'sup?"

Thato:"Ndumisoisnotwhoyouthinkheis.."

Nomsa:"what?"

Thato:"please,heisusingyou."

Nomsa:"Ndumisolovesme,hewouldn'tdothat.."

Thato:"youknowwhat,I'mtryingtoprotectyouand

youarejustblindtoseethat.Itried,bye."

Hestandsupandleaves.

Nomsa:"mxm,he'sjustjealousofNdumisoandI..."

*

*



Jonathan:"howcanChanteldothistous!"

Thembi:"maybeshechickenedout."

Jonathan:"Mambahasbeenquietnow."

Thembi:"eh,wenausemuvangolife."

Jonathan:"Huh?Whatdidyoujustsay?"

Thembi:"forgetthat,Mambaisinhospitalforsome

timenow."

Jonathan:"andwhyamihearingnowaboutthis?"

Thembi:"ialsodon'tknow.Didn'tMbalitellyou

kanti?"

Heshookhisheadno..

Jonathan:"ChanteldisappearsandMambaisin

hospital,mmhsomethingisnotright."

Thembi:"whatdoesn'taddup?"

Jonathan:"thenwhereisAvelathen?Sheshouldbe

inherparentshouseinWingate?"

Thembi:"shewasspottedinDiepslootinsomekota

place."



Jonathan:"eh,Mambaisinhospitalandsherunsto

thetownship?Damn!"

Thembi:"thatproveshowweaksheis.Imean,she

shouldbesupportinghermanbutshepacksher

bagsandleavesthenwhenheisupandabout

makingmoneyshe'llrungohim?Mxm."

Jonathan:"she'sagolddiggeryerr!"

Thembi:"hedeservesastrongladywhodon'tleave

himwhenshitgetsrealnotthatweakling."

Jonathan:"sonow,wehavetofindthehospitalheis

inthenyoubebyhisside.Whenhewakesup,the

firstthinghedoesistoseeyou."

Thembi:"ilikethesoundofthat."

Jonathan:"iknewyouwould."

*

*
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ThembifinallytracedthehospitalMambaisinand

sheisbeggingDoctorLloydtoletherin.

Thembi:"pleaseDr,ineedtoseehim..."

DrLloyd:"iwasgivenstrictinstructionstolethis

familyin,nototherpeople."

Thembi:"I'mhisfamily.."

DrLloyd:"oh,whatareyou?"

Thembi:"I'mhiswife."

DrLloyd:"hawu,howmanywivesdoeshehave?"

Thembi:"whatdoyoumean?"

DrLloyd:"ithoughthiswifeisAvela,thepregnant

one."

Thembi:"hayiforgether.I'mtherealwife."



DrLloyd:"andshe'sthefakeone?"

Thembi:"pleasecaniseehim?"

DrLloyd:"no"

Thembi:"icanmakeituptoyou.."

SheslowlyunbottonsherblouseandtheDrisjust

lookingather.

DrLloyd:"I'msorrythatwon'tworkonme."

Heleavesherthereandsherollshereyesbuttoning

herblouse.Asshe'sleaving,shebumpsintoa

heavilypregnantAvelaeatinganapple.

Thembi:"soonerorlater,he'llbebackinmyarms."

Aveladoesn'tanswerherasshe'sinnotinthe

mood.Shepassesherandmeetsanurse,she's

seenhersinceMambahasbeenadmitted.

Nurse:"MrsMamba"

Avelasmilesandnods.

Nurse:"I'llgetDrLloyd"

Avelanodsandtakesabiteofherapple.DrLloyd



comesbackaftersomeminutes.Foodisnot

allowedinhiswardsoshethrowstheappleinthe

bin.Shegetsinandholdshishand.Tearsthreaten

hereyesandtriesblinkingthemawaybutfails.

Avela:"Smanga..."shesighs

Avela:"i...ipleasewe.."shetakesadeepbreathand

decidestopray.Sheholdshishand.

Avela:"DearGod,iknowit'sbeenawhilesinceIlast

prayed.FatherGod,pleasewakehimup,heneeds

to..Evennotformebutforthesakeofhisbabies.I

won'tbeabletoraisethemallalone,theywillneeda

fatherfigure.PleaseGod,wakehimup(sniffs)ineed

him,morethananything.Ican'tcopewellwithout

him,p.please.i..(sighs)Amen."

SheopenshereyeslookingatMambahopingfora

reactionbutnothinghappens.

Avela:"iswear,ifyoudon'twakeupfromtomorrow,

consideryourselfsingle."shekisseshisforehead

andgoesoutfeelingdrained.Sherefusestocryso

sheholdsbackhertearsbutfailsastheyfall.She

goesoutandgetsinthecar.



Sgonondo:"howishe?"

Avela:"stillthesame."

Sgonondo:"eish.Havefaith,hewillwakeup.Bossis

afighter."

Avela:"ihopeso,hehastoo.."

Sgonondo:"hewill,don'tworry.Anywhereyouwant

togo?"

Avela:"no,justonlyhome."

Sgonondonodsanddrivestothetownship.She

goesinsidethehousefindingtheladies.Shegreets

andgoestothebedroomandlaysonthebed.She

opensherphone,lookingatMamba'spicrure.She

kissesthescreenandcloseshereyesfallinginto

slumber.

*

*

Detective:"I'mgoingtoaskthisonemoretime,why

didyoukillNações?"

Tebogo:"she'sabitchthat'swhy."



Detective:"thatgirlyoucallabitchwas-..."Tebogo

interruptshim

Tebogo:"gonnawhat?Helpyouputusbehindbars?"

Detective:"iwilltakeyoudown,allofyou.Ialready

started.Dubewon'tbeabletohelpyouguysthis

timearound."

Tebogo:"reallynow?"

Detective:"yesandguesswhat?"

Tebogo:"hayisukajusttalk."

Detective:"sinceyoudidn'tgetbail,allofyou,youwill

befacingtrialandIwillmakesurethatyougodown

foryears."

Tebogo:"that'ssocute."

Detective:"assoonasMambawakesup,he'sis

goingbehindbars.He'llhealtherethenDube,ncnc

nc!"

Tebogo:"areyoudone?I'dliketogobacktothe

cell."

Detective:"it'llsoonbeyournewhome,takehimto



hiscell."hesaystotheofficerandhe'sdraggedto

hiscell.He'suncuffedthenpushedinside.

Tebogo:"yheyywenanobubi,don'tpushmelikethat

nx!"Theofficerclickshistongueandleaves.He

looksattheprisoners.

Tebogo:"voetsekningibhekani?"(whyareyou

lookingatme)

Theykeepquietlookingdown.Hegoestooneof

theprisonersinthecornerandgiveshimadead

stare.TheprisonerquicklymovesandTebogosits

down.

Tebogo:"celaibelas?"(canihaveaphone)

Oneoftheprisonersgiveshimandhelooksatit.

Thelasttimeheusedaphonethathasbuttons.

Prisoner:"ah,akayicaviitilili."

Prisoner2:"unkhaphetoilet."

Theychuckleandhemakesacall.

Zorro:"Tebzangwana!"

Tebogo:"and?"



Zorro:"bodileleyangeva"(hediedboss)

Tebogo:"wtf?How?"

Zorro:"bamgwazile."(hewasstabbed)

Tebogo:'damn!Thatmoegoe(fool)wssmylast

hope."

Zorro:"fedesichunani?"(whatarewegoingtodo)

Tebogo:"I'llthinkofaplan.Howaretheladies?"

Zorro:"theyaregoodmara..."

Tebogo:"marawhat?"

Zorro:"it'smamakaunknown."

Tebogo:"issheokay?Howarethebabies?"

Zorro:"thebabiesareokayflopisMamba.He

doesn'tshowanysignsofwakingup."

Tebogo:"shit!Mambabetterwakeupbefore

somethinghappenstohisfianceorbabies."

*

*
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Asusual,AvelaisgettingreadytogoseeMamba

andshe'sinhighspirits.Shelooksatherswollen

feetandsighsshakingherhead.Sheputson

slippersandgoesinfrontofthemirror.

Avela:"thispregnancyismakingmelookugly

bafethu."

Shelooksathernoseinthemirror,herchubby

cheeksandfeet.Shecombsherhairandtakesher

phonethengoestothekitchen.



Avela:"goodmorningeveryone."

Them:"goodmorning"

Mihle:"youinagoodmood."

Avela:"iwokeupfeelinglikethis."

Shemakescerealandeats.Thingshavebeentense

thelastfewweeksasTebogo,Sabelo,SenzoLuke

andotherguyshavebeenundergoingtrial.Their

lasthopetogetthemoutofjailisdeadsoit'sclear

theyaregoingdown.SinceMavundladeclaredthe

caseasanemergency,ithasnotbeendelaying.

Theyaretoappearincourtnextweek.

AvelafinisheseatingandSgonondotakeshertothe

hospital.ShespotsDrLloydspeakingtoanurseso

shewalksuptothem.

DrLloyd:"MrsNkosi"

Avelasmiles.

DrLloyd:"well,igotgoodnews"

Avela:"yes?"

AsDrLloydisabouttospeak,DetectiveMavundla



and3policeofficerspullup.

Detective:"ifitisn'tMrsNkositobe!"

Aveladoesn'tanswerhim.

Detective:"weheardyourhusbandisawakea-..."

Avela:"whoa,what?"

Detective:"eh,youdon'tknow?"

DrLloyd:"iwasabouttotellyouthatbeforewewere

interrupted."

Avela:"whendidhewakeup?"

DrLloyd:"lastnight"

Avela:"whywasn't-..."

Detective:"hey!Itdoesn'tmatter.Takeustohis

ward."

DrLloydreluctantlytakesthemtohiswardandhe

isawake,asAvelaisabouttorushtohim,Detective

Mavundlapullsherback.

Mamba:"youdon'ttouchmywifelikethat."

Detective:"mxm,officerscuffhim."



Avela:"what?Hehasn'thealed!"

Detective:"so?He'llhealinjail."

Theofficersroughlypullhimupnotmindingthathe

isinpainsandtheycuffhim.

Detective:"don'tmindthehospitalclothes,you'llget

freeorangeuniforminprison."

AvelaislookingatMambawhiletearsfallfromher

eyes.

Mamba:"canitalktomywifefirst?"

Detective:"youdon'tgettomakedemands."

Mamba:"please"

Detective:"theeMightyMambabegging?Theworld

hascometoanend!Butstill,no."

MambatakesadeepbreathlookingatAvela,seeing

herpregnantandcryingnotbeingabletoholdher

breakshisheart.

Mamba:"iloveyou,don'tforgetthat."

TheofficersdraghimoutleavingAvelasobbing

painfully.Shekneelstothefloorcryingandfeels



someonetouchingherandshejumps.

Ndumiso:"sorry,didn'tmeantoscareyou.."

Avelawipeshertearsandslowlystandsup.

Ndumiso:"shame,hubbygoestojailbeforesaying"i

do"."

ThathitanervebutAvelagoesout,everyoneis

givinghersadlooks.Shebumpsintosomeoneand

almostfallsbutthepersonholdsher.

Avela:"I'msorry."

Shecontinueswalkingandgoestothecarand

startscryingagain.Sgonondodoesnotknowwhat

tosaysohedriveshome.

Mihle:"what'sup?"

Sgonondoshrugsandhisphonerings.

Sgonondo:"myman"

Zorro:"kubadntanga."

Sgonondo:"z'khiphan?"(what'sup)

Zorro:"bozzabayifahlakile."(bossisinjail)



Sgonondo:"what?When?"

Zorro:"whenhisQueenwasinhisward."

Sgonondo:"shit!That'swhyshe'scrying."

Zorro:"yes,hewokeuplastnightandgetsarrested."

Sgonondo:"yoh,ican'tbegintoimaginehowsheis."

Zorro:"kushubile.Wearegoingdown.Ifhegets

sentenced,it'sover."

Sgonondo:"yeses!AndDubedecidestodie."

Zorro:"theygotanotherlawyerbuthayi,idon'ttrust

himtogetthemout."

Sgonondo:"maybehewill,weneverknow"

Zorro:"ntanga,letmebounce"

Sgonondo:"surentwana."

Heendsthecallandlooksattheladies

Sgonondo:"Mambawasawakelastnightandwhen

mamakaunknownwasinhisward,hegotarrested."

Mpumi:"ohmyGod!"

Avela:"ididn'tevenh..haveachancetogreet



him.."shecriesagainandMihlepullsherclosebut

it'sabitdifficultsinceherbellyishuge.She

brushesherbackwhileSgonondomakessugared

water.

*

*

Ndumiso:"missonone,accomplished!Imagenius

yaz!"

*

*

Azania:"Spororoletmego!"

Spororo:"ifyouhadcomebackagesago,you

wouldn'tbeinthissituation."

Azania:"whyareyoudoingthis?"

Spororo:"iownyou,that'swhy."

Azania:"what?Youaremad!"

Spororo:"youcancallmenames,idon'tcare."

Azania:"I'mnotscaredofyou."



Spororo:"reallynow?"

Azania:"yes,youcan'tdoanythingtome."

Spororo:"oh,I'lldoanythingiwant."

Azania:"impowerfulastheycome."

Spororo:"powerful?Whodidyousacrificethistime?

Yoursiblings?"

Azania:"what?No!"

Spororo:"itdoesnotmatteranyway.I'mnotscared

ofyouandyouruselessmuthi's."

Azania:"you'llpayforthis."

Spororo:"nobabygirl,youarepayingforallthose

yousacrificedformoney.."

*

*
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Mambaisdraggedinsidethecellandtheprisoners

bowbeforehim.Sabelochucklesandgoesupto

himandhelpshimsit.

Sabelo:"evenbehindbarsyougotrespect.Halala!"

Mambachucklesthenflinchesinpain.

Sabelo:"yougood?"

Mamba:"nothingican'thandle.What'sthe

lowdown?"

Sabelo:"wegoingdown.Theyfounduskilling

Naçõesandothercrimesconnectedtous,Dube

diesandwegotthebestlawyerbutIdon'ttrusthim

becausehealsosaidthatwearegoingdown.It's

seriouslybadntanga."

Mamba:"okay.WhyisAvelasohuge?"

Sabelo:"she'spregnantduh!"



Mamba:"Iknowthatbutshe'ssohugeforsomeone

whois4monthspregnant."

Sabelo:"actuallyit's5monthsandshe'snot

carryingonebaby."

Mamba:"she'scarryingtwins?"

Sabelo:"no"

Mamba:"triplets?"

Sabelo:"no,septuples"

Mamba:"septuplesasinlike...?"

Sabelo:"yes,yourspermsar-.."

Mamba:"hayishutit"

Theylaugh

Sabelo:"soveleMavundlabroughtyoustraight

here?"

Mamba:"iwokeuplastnightsokeenonseeingmy

Queenandwecouldn'teventalk.Whatbrokemy

heartisthatshewascryingandIcouldn'teven

comforther.Ifeelforyaz."



Sabelo:"welltomorrowtheladieswillbehereand

theycanbringher."

Mamba:"ican'twaitfortomorrow,ineedtoseeher

tonight."

Sabelo:"I'llpullsomestrings."

Mamba:"thanks,ioweyou"

Sabelo:"noyoudon't.You'vebeenoutofitfora

whileandyourQueenmissesyou.It'ssmallwater."

Mamba:"thanksman."

Prisoner1:"boss,youarebleeding"

Mamba:"shit.."hecheckshisarmandoneofthe

prisonerhelpshim.

Mamba:"tantwana."

Prisoner3:"amanziamancanelawaboss."

SabelotakesaphonecallingZorrofor

arrangements.

*

*



Ndumiso:"babybabybaby!!!"

Nomsa:"youinagoodmood."

Ndumiso:"it'sasunnyday,thebirdsarechirpingso

what'snottheretohehappyabout?"

Nomsa:"sharetocare?"

Ndumiso:"Mambaandhisfriendsarebehindbars."

Nomsa:"he'sawake?"

Ndumiso:"yeah,straighttojail!"

Nomsa:"poorAvela."

Ndumiso:"don'ttellmeyoufeelsorryforthem."

Nomsa:"ido.."

Ndumiso:"ifiwereyou,iwouldn't."

Nomsa:"why?"

Ndumiso:"theykilledyourhusband."

Nomsa:"what?"

Ndumiso:"yes,hewaskilledinaclubright?Hedidn't

wanttoquitgangsterismsotheykilledhim."



Nomsa:"wheredoyougetthat?"

Ndumiso:"youoncetoldme,don'tyouremember

tellingme?"

Nomsa:"no"

Ndumiso:"youmusthaveforgotbaby.Factis,they

killedhim."

Nomsa:"inthatcase,theydeserveit.Iwishtheycan

rotinthere!"

Ndumiso:"forthattohappen,wemustexposetheir

crimes."

Nomsa:"really?"

Ndumiso:"yes"

Nomsa:"I'lltellyoueverything.."

*

*

AcallringingdisturbsAvelaasshewassleeping.

Avela:"hello"

Zorro:"bosslady,thebosswantstoseeyou."



Avela:"boss?"

Zorro:"yes.Mamba."

Avela:"he'sinjailmos."

Zorro:"yes,you'llbeabletoseehim."

Avela:"okay,time?"

Zorro:"theypulledstringssohe'llbeabletoseeyou

at19:00."

Avela:"okay."

Zorro:"taHisQueen."

Aveladropsthecall,shehas2hourstogetready.

Shegoestothebathroomandtakesashowersince

shestrugglesgettinginthebathtub.Shethinks

abouteverythinganditleavesherteary.Shesighs

andcontinuesshowering.Shegetdonethengoes

outwipingherbody.ShegetsdressedinabigT-

shirtandleggings.Shecombsherhairandtakes

hersandalsgoingtothelounge.

Mihle:"mamabo"

Shegrinsgivingherthesandals.



Mihle:"youdon'thavetosayit."

AvelasitsonthecouchandMihleputsonthe

sandals.Shethengoestothekitchenandmakesa

sandwichwithmilk.Shesitsonthekitchenstool

andeats.

Mpumi:"yougoingsomewhere?"

Avelanodsasshe'schewing.Shedrinksmilk.

Avela:"goingtoSmanga."

Mpuminods.

2hourslater,ZorropullsupandfetchesAvelaand

takeshertotheprison.2wardersandtheCaptain

takethemtosomedarkroomandusecandlesto

lightup.OnewardergoestofetchMambaandhe

bringshertotheroom,assoonassheseeshim,he

meetsherhalfwaynotmindingthepainandhugs

herbutthebellystandsintheway.Theygivethem

spaceandtheysitonthebedthatwasthere.

Mamba:"sthandwasami,imsorryforeverythingI've

putyouthrough."

Avela:"areyougoingtojail?"



Mamba:"fromwhatIhear,yes."

Avela:"so,imgoingtoraiseallthesekidsalone?"

Mamba:"no,imightbebehindbarsbutI'llalwaysbe

there.IloveyouAvela.I'msorrythishastoputour

weddingonhold."

Avela:"it'sokay,iunderstand."

Mamba:"iknowthisisn'tt-.."

Avela:"sssh,don't.Smanga,iloveyouandonlyyou.

Evenifyouhere,myloveforyouwon'tstop.Ifyou

thinkI'llmoveonthenyouwrong.I'llwaitforyou."

Mamba:"andipromiseiwon'tgetuptoany

mischief.Ngiyakuthanda"

Avela:"ngiyakuthandanami."

Mamba:"itsaddensmeth-.."

Avela:"notnowplease"

Mamba:"okaythenbabybutwe'llhavetotalkabout

soonerorlater."

Avela:"iknow,howareyouholdingup?"



Mamba:"ishouldbeaskingyouthat."

Avela:"imaskingyou."

Mamba:"bitofpainhereandthere."

Avela:"doyouneedpainkillers?"

Mamba:"icanhandleitbaby,iamaman."

Avela:"yesoutthereandyoumaybeMighty

Mambabuttomeyouarealsohuman,youare

expectedtofeelpain.I'llaskZorrotobringyou

some."

Mamba:"buti-..."

Avela:"it'snotupfordiscussion."

Mamba:"yesmommy."

AvelagigglesandMambakissesher.

*

*
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Ndumiso:"you'vebeenquietforawhilenowbaby.."

Nomsa:"ijustdon'tknowwheretostart."

Ndumiso:"startfromthebeginning."

AsNomsawasabouttotalk,sherememberedthe

vowshemadetothegang.

Nomsa:"I'msorry,ican'ttellyou."

Ndumiso:"what?!Why?"

Nomsa:"somethingsaren'tmeanttobeshared,you

takethemwithyoutothegrave."

Ndumiso:"soyouwon'ttellofthestupidpromise

y'allmade?"

Nomsa:"it'snotstupid!"

Ndumiso:"ifit'snotthenyouwilltellme!"



Nomsa:"ican't.."

Ndumisodoestheunexpected,heslapsher.Nomsa

isholdinghercheeknotbelievingwhathedid.

Nomsa:"howdareyou?!"

Ndumiso:"tellmeeverydamnthing!"

Nomsa:"isitbyforce?"

Ndumiso:"no,i..ijustwantrevengeforyour

deceasedhusband."

Nomsa:"ThabaniwaskilledbyAmandaNkuna,she's

injailaswespeak."

Ndumiso:"shewassentbythemnx!"

Nomsa:"whywouldtheywanttokillhim?"

Ndumiso:"becauseuhm...helovedyou."

Nomsa:"yousoundsostupidrightnowNdumiso!"

Ndumisopunchesherandshefalls,heremoveshis

beltandstartshittingher.

Nomsa:"Ndumiso!!Iamaaaaaah!!!"

Ndumiso:"yousayI'mstupid!!"



Nomsa:"imsosorry!!!"

NdumisocontinuesbeatingherandNomsadoes

notfightbackasshe'sbleedingandlostenergy.

Shejustlaysthere,Ndumisostopsbeatingherand

rushestogolockthedoor.Hethengoestothe

kitchenandplugswater.HegoesbacktoNomsa

findinghertryingtostandup,hekicksherinthe

face,mindyouhewaswearingTimberland'sand

shefallsbackandkicksherinthebelly,thewater

stopsboilingandherushestothekitchenandtakes

thekettleandgoesbacktothelounge

Ndumiso:"iloveyou."

Hepoursthehotwateronherbodywhilelaughing

andtakingavideo.

Ndumiso:"thisissogonnatrend."

*

*

Thembi:"heeeewena!Haveyouseenthenet?"

Jonathan:"Mambabeingarrested?Yeah."

Thembi:"thatwasn'ttheplanbutatleastAvelawill



leavehim."

Jonathan:"mmh"

Thembi:"weshouldcelebrate"

Jonathan:"celebrate?Mysisterismissingnx!"

Thembi:"She'llcomeback!"

Jonathan:"whatifMambakilledher?That'swhy

he'simprisoned?"

Thembi:"she'salivewenamarn!"

Jonathan:"noneedtosnap."

Thembi:"yousulkingmos"

Jonathan:"ineedabreather"

Thembi:"icangetyourmindofthings..."

ShesaysremovingherdressandJonathanjust

lookingather.

Thembi:"it'sallyours."

Sheremovesherpantystandinginfrontofhim.

Jonathan:"argh!"



Hepullshercloserkissingher,Thembiremoveshis

tshirtandJonathanstopsthekiss.

Jonathan:"let'stakethistothebedroom."

Thembismilesstandingupandtheygotothe

bedroom...

*

*

Nosihle:"whuuuit'sabrandnewday!"

Gogo:"whyareyousohappy?You'vebeensinging

sincemorning."

Nosihle:"TheeMightyMambaisbehindbars!"

Gogo:"what?"

Nosihle:"imeanSmanga,heisinjail."

Gogo:"that'swhyyouareexcited?"

Nosihle:"yes.Finallyhe'llbefarawayfromAvela."

Gogo:"whatdidheeverdotoyou?"

Nosihle:"heisagangster,dangertosociety."

Gogo:"Siphosethualso"



Nosihle:"thosearetwodifferentthings."

Gogo:"how?"

Nosihle:"doesn'tmatter,aslongashe'llstayaway

frommydaughter."

Gogo:"uloyiweshamewena!"

*

*
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Afterpouringherwithwater,hesitsdownand



watchesher,feelingofguiltwashesoverhim.

Ndumiso:"shit!"

Herushestothedoorunlockingitandgoestohis

car,hecallsthepolice.

Policestation:"PretoriaCentralSAPS,howmayibe

ofassistance?"

Ndumiso:"I'dliketoreportsomethingandremain

anonymous."

Policeoffice:"whereSir?Weneedallthedetails."

Ndumiso:"someonejusthithisgirlfriendandpoured

hotwateroverbody"

Policeofficer:"where?When?Areyousure?"

Ndumiso:"afewminutesago,PretoriaCBD,house

327."

Hethendropsthecallanddrivesoutgoingto

Thato'scrib.

Thato:"youlooksomehow,what'sup?"

Ndumiso:"imabadperson!"



Thato:"stopspeakinginriddles!"

Ndumiso:"ineedsomethingstrong!"

HetakesabottleofHennesseyandgulpsitdown

andsmashesitonthefloorstartlingThato.

Thato:"areyougoingtotalkorwhat?"

Ndumiso:"no,ididn'tdoitright?Ididn'tyeah.Ikilled

noone."

Thato:"whodidyoukillnow?"

Ndumiso:"itwasamistake,shepushedmetodoit.

Yeah.Yeah!"hesaysnoddingwhilepacingaround.

Thato:"youmakingmedizzyandIfailtomakeout

whatyouaresaying!"

Ndumiso:"no,i...ineedDrZane."

ThatoimmediatelytakeshisphonedialingDr

Zane,wheneverNdumisoasksforDrZane,it'sbad.

*

*

Zorro:"MrCalvinMbeleorshouldisay,Judge



Mbele?"

CalvinMbele:"whoareyou?"

Zorro:"that'sofnotimportantrightnowYour

Honor."

CalvinMbele:"whatdoyouwant?"

Zorro:"alittlebirdietoldmethatyou'llbegiving

verdictonthecaseregardingSmangaNkosi,Sabelo

Mzimela,TebogoDlaminiandSenzoMbele."

CalvinMbele:"oh,I'mnotsupposedtosharethe

informationwithyou."

Zorrotakesouthisgun,placingitonCalvin's

crotch,movingitupanddown.

Zorro:"I'llputthebulletinhere."

CalvinMbele:"youdon'tscareme."

Zorro:"yeahiknowthatduh!"

CalvinMbele:"SmangaNkosiandhisfriendsare

goingdown,remembertheexplosionoftheATM

andnotsolongago,theystole10cars.Brandnew!"

Zorro:"that'snewstomebutIdon'tcare."



CalvinMbele:"ifyoudon'twanttojointhem,remove

thisthing."

Zorro:"madala,youdoknowifIremoveit,thebullet

goesstraighttoyourdaughter'sskull?"

CalvinMbele:"pleaseMandon'tinvolvemyfamily."

Zorro:"youknow,SmangaNkosiisafirsttime

offenderasy'allputit.Hisfianceis5months

pregnantcarryingseptuples,theyaresupposedto

getmarriedin5weekstimebutno,he'sbehindbars.

Howwillhisfianceraiseallthebabiesallbyherself?

Willyouhelpher?No,thoughtsotoo.Sabelo

Mzimelo,hiswifesuffersfromPTSDandneedshim.

Tebogo'swife,she'slostyoh,itssadmanand

Senzo'swifesuffersfrommultiplepersonality

disorder.Yohit'stoomuch,theywon'tcopewithout

theirhusbands."Heevenaddsafewliestosound

convincingandCalvinseemstobelievehim.

Zorro:"soyourHonor,ifyoudon'twantyour

daughtertobefedtopitbullswhileyouwatching,

makesuretheyarenotfoundguilty.Ciaoyour

Honor."



Hegoesoutleavingthejudgescaredforhis

daughterslife.

*

*

-iknowit'sshortbutit'sbecauseit'sthe

continuation.
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DrZaneiswithNdumisoinhisprivateofficewaiting

forhimtoexplainwhathappened.



Ndumiso:"i...ididn'tmeanto."

DrZane:"sssh,takeadeepbreath."

Ndumisodoesasshedaysandcalmsdown.

Ndumiso:"I'mamonster,thisisthe6thgirlfriendi

didthisto."

DrZane:"afterdoingwhatyoudid,whatdidyoudo?"

Ndumiso:"icalledthepolicebutiremained

anonymous."

DrZane:"Ndumiso,whatwasyourmotivewhenyou

approachedher?"

Ndumiso:"iwantedrevenge."

Zane:"basedon?"

Ndumiso:"herdeceasedhusband,ThabaniNgwenya

usedme."

Zane:"ithoughtyouforgavehim."

Ndumiso:"trustme,itriedbutican't."

Zane:"dosomeintrospection,finditinyourheartto

forgivehim."



Ndumiso:"imafterhisfriends."

Zane:"Nduno."

Ndumisi:"no,theyhavetopayfortheirfriendssins."

Zane:"fornow,stayawayfromthelady."

Ndumiso:"I'lltry."

*

*

Meanwhile,Nomsawas takentoPretoriaWest

Hospital,herconditionwassocriticalthatshehad

slimchancesofliving.

*

*

AsMambaandSabelowereintheirholdingcell

withsomeoftheirprisoners,oneofthewarders

cametotakethemouttakingthemtothevisitors

room.FindingZorro,MrHaigwhoisinchargeof

theirfinances,SenzoandTebogo.Theysitdown

aftergreeting.

MrHaig:"theprisonuniformlooksgoodony'all."



Mamba:"whatthefuck?"

MrHaig:"itevencomplimentsyourskincolor."

Tebogo:"voetsekHaig!"

TheylaughandMrHaigbecomesserious.

Mamba:"whythelongface?"

Zorro:"kushubileMhlonishwa."

Mamba:"zikhiphani?"

Zorro:"that'swhyHaigishere."

Tebogo:"awuringetuuyekeuhlafunaamazambane

ashisayo."

Zorro:"eish,Haigpleasetalk."

Haig:"ionlynoticedthisinthelast28hoursthat

ehm,youareabouttogobankrupt."

Mamba:"whatthehell?"

Zorro:"thispersonhasamotivebo'Mhlonishwa

bamiandallofyouguys."

Guys:"WTF?!"

Haig:"somehow,theymanagedtogetthebankto



takeallyourcarsandproperties.Bytomorrow,you'll

havenothingtoyourname."

Mamba:"shit!"

Zorro:"buttheladiesaresafe,nothingwillhappen."

Mamba:"whywasn'tiinformedaboutthisshit?!"

Zorro:"thepersonhasthepeoplefromthebank

underhispayroll."

Senzo:"yeahne,shitisreal!Justbecauseweare

herepeoplethinktheycandanceontopofour

headsnx!"

Zorro:"worrynot,Ishallfixit."

Mamba:"howmuchdoihaveinmybankcards?"

Haig:"nothing,allofyou."

Mamba:"damn!Zorro,beforetheytakeallthe

property,takeallthemoneystoredinthesafe.

Wheretheladiesarestaying,whereAvelasleeps.I

wantyoutoremovethebed,makesureyouremove

thetiles,digandthetakeoutonebagwithmoney.

Openabankaccountwithadifferentnameandall

that,youthebest,youknowwhatyoushoulddo."



Zorro:"done."

Zorro'sphonebeeps,it'satextfromCalvinMbele.

"They'llbeoutin2daystime."

Zorro:"seemslikein2days,youaregoingtoyour

women."

Sabelo:"forgetthatandfixeverything."

Zorro:"phez'kwayobo'Mhlonishwa.Andoh,Nomsa

ishospitalized."

Tebogo:"why?"

Zorro:"Ndumisohithertoapulpthenburntherwith

hotwater."

Tebogo:"poorthing."

Senzo:"it'sashameman."

...

*

*

Nosihle:"where'smyphone?Ineedtocallmy

daughter."



Gogo:"halaladaughter,mxm.Youareahypocrite

yerr!"

Nosihle:"whatever."

Shetakeshercallcallingherdaughter.

Avela:"hello."

Nosihle:"ohmntanami,iheardaboutSmangahow

areyouholdingup?"

Avela:"I'mokay."

Nosihle:"thatshowshedeservestorotinjail,how

willyouraisebabiesonyourown?"

Avela:"ican,besidesiain'talone."

Nosihle:"whatdotheyknowaboutraisingkids?

ComehomesoIcanhelp."

Avela:"aww,wenana"

Nosihle:"yesme"

Avela:"youwanttoraiseagangsterskids?"

Nosihle:"that'sinthepastmybaby."

Avela:"inthepastnowthatSmangaisinjail?You



gotdramadearmother."

Nosihle:"don'ttellmeyouaregoingtowaitforhim?"

Avela:"iambecauseIlovehim."

Nosihle:"ikutyisilelantoyakhoengum'Zulurhaaa!"

Avela:"irighthawu."

Nosihle:"undehlulemntanandini!"

*

*
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Azania:"soyouarereallygoingtokeepmehereasa



prisoner?"

Spororo:"tillyougetbacktoyoursenses."

Azania:"what?Youknow,icouldbebackinthe

EasternCapemakingmoneybutno!Spororo

decidestokeepmehostage."

Spororo:"makingmoneybydrinkingblood?Uyaloya

wena."

Azania:"justletmego!"

Spororo:"youaregoingnowheresthandwasami."

Spororo'sphoneringsandheanswers.

Spororo:"yeah"

Nombuso:"wherethehellareyou?"

Spororo:"arewemarried?"

Nombuso:"what?"

Spororo:"answerme,arewemarried?"

Nombuso:"no"

Spororo:"sowhatgivesyoutherightstoaskabout

mywhereabouts?"



Nombuso:"ihavetoknow."

Spororo:"uyagulayaziwena.How'sthebaby?"

Nombuso:"heorsheisokay,justmissingyou."

Spororo:"ehwena.Whatdobabiesknowabout

missing?"

Nombuso:"theyjustfeelwhenthefatherisnot

there."

Spororo:"yougotjokes.Anythingthematter?"

Nombuso:"no,ijustneedsomeRoman'sPizzaandI

willbefine."

Spororo:"that'sall?"

Nombuso:"andsomecheesecake."

Spororo:"okay,seeyouin45minutes."

Hedropsthecall,helooksatAzaniathensmiles.

Azania:"nothing."

Sporororunshisfingersonhercutefacethenperks

herlips.

Spororo:"I'llbeback,don'tmissmetoomuch."



Azaniasmilesasheleaves.HegoestoSunnyside

MalltogetwhatNombusowants.

*

*

Spororo:"hereyougo."

Nombuso:"youarealifesaver."

Sheopensthepizzaboxtakingasliceandeats.

Nombuso:"thisisgoodalthoughyoutookyour

sweettime."

Spororo:"kodwaigotthemnje,it'swhatmatters."

Nombuso:"areyoucheatingonmeSiphosethu?"

Spororo:"yohwena."

Hesaystakinghiscarkeysanddrivingtohis

parentshouse.

*

Astheladieswerehavingsnacksandlisteningto

music,ZorroandSgonondogotin.

Zorro:"ladiesbafazi!"



Theylaughandgreethim.

Sgonondo:"ngilambebazala!"

Mihle:"there'ssomefoodintheoven."

Sgonondostandsupgoestothekitchen.

Zorro:"mamakaunknown,weneedtoinvadeyour

privacyforawhile."

Avelalooksathimlookingforanswers.

Zorro:"it'salongstory.Butdon'tworry,wewon't

misplaceanything."

Avela:"okay,dowhatyouhaveto."

Zorro:"wena,ngiyakuncanywangobaverstaana."

Sasha:"Mambasal'gwaz'youwhilestillsayingyou

ncanywaher."TheyalllaughwhileZorromakesa

call.

7guysmaketheirwayincarryingspadesandall

that,Zorroleadsthemtothebedroom.

*

*



Zachariah:"everythingiscomingalongverywell."

Woman:"really?"

Zachariah:"yes.Assoonashegetsout,he'llbe

downandout.He'llbeanobody."

Woman:"mmh,ilikethesoundofthat.Tonight,ineed

himtoberoughedupsobadthathisfriendsbarely

noticehim."

Zachariah:"hehasn'tcompletelyhealedmos."

Woman:"whosaidthatIcare?Cripplehimifyou

haveto.Hisweddingwillbeputonholdfor

years,hisfiancéwillhavenochoicebuttomove

on."

Zachariah:"okay.Ifthat'swhatyouwantbosslady."

Woman:"now,whosethejudgehandlingthecase?"

Zachariah:"CalvinMbele."

Woman:"now,ineedyoutotellhimtoaddtotheir

chargesforfraudandprostitution."

Woman:"what?Ifyouaddprostitutionitmeans

they'llbeinforlifetimeimprisonment."



Woman:"that'swhatIwant."

Zachariah:"I'llseehimtonightthen."

Woman:"great!"

*

*
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"Ndumisoimsorry,aaahIamsorry!!!!"

Ndumiso:"youbloodybitch!"

Hecontinueshittinghertillshestopsfightinghim.

....



Ndumisowakesupsweatingandbreathingheavily.

Ndumiso:"whatthefuck?Iwasdreaming?Itfeltso

real!"

Hewipeshisforehead,hegetsoutofbedgoingto

thekitchenanddrinkswater.

Ndumiso:"it'sjustadream,nothingmuch."

Hetakesadeepbreathgoingbacktothebedroom

andsitsonthebed.

Ndumiso:"fuck!I'mamonster!"

HetakesouthisphonecallingEskay.

Eskay:"yeah."

Ndumiso:"it'sNduntwana."

Eskay:"mymainman,howcanihelp?"

Ndumiso:"doyoustillhavethestuff?"

Eskay:"yeahntwana,that'showihustle."

Ndumiso:"whattypeyougot?"

Eskay:"alltypesmacala."

Ndumiso:"ineedcoke.Tolastmeadayortwo."



Eskay:"yougotmoney?"

Ndumiso:"yes,I'llgiveyouextrawhenyougethere

firstthinginthemorning."

Eskay:"address?"

Ndumiso:"theusual."

Eskay:"yizonja'yam!"

Ndumisodropsthecallandgoestothebathroom

andtakesoutrazorblades.

Ndumiso:"imamonster,ananimal!"

*

*

Zorroandhisguysjustfinishedtakingoutthebag

ofmoneywhileSgonondowenttobuythesame

tiles.

Mpumi:"iwonderwhatisthattheyarelookingfor."

Avela:"samehere,I'msocurious."

Zorro:"curiositykilledthecat."

Hesayslookingatthemcarryingablackbag.



Mihle:"what'sinthere?"

Zorro:"youladiesjustrelax,goshoppingandlet

HeroZorrotakeCareofeverythingalright?Your

menleftmeincharge."

Theylaughandhegivesthemhisblackcard.

Zorro:"y'alllookdepressed,goshoppingandforget

everything.It'snotupfordiscussion."

Theladiesnodandgetready,Sgonondotakesthem

toDiepslootMall.Theyspoilthemselves.

*

*

Gogo:"whuuwhatalongphonecall."

Nosihle:"whatcanisay?Everythingiscomingalong

verywell."

Gogo:"let'shopeyouarenotplottinganybad

things."

Nosihle:"badthings?Me?Pssshpleasemama."

ShegigglesthenlooksatMamba'spicture.



Nosihle:"youmydearfriend,aregoingdown."

Gogo:"whoareyoutalkingto?"

Nosihle:"I'mjustthinkingoutloud."

Gogoshakesherheadandcontinuesreadingher

bible.

*

*

Zachariah:"ifitisn'tMrMbele."

Calvin:"howcanibeofassistance?"

Zachariah:"ihavesomejuicyinformationforyou

thatyoumaybeinterestedin."

Calvin:"regarding?"

Zachariah:"SmangaMambaNkosiandhisgoons."

Calvin:"oh"

Zachariah:"ihaveinfoabouthimabouthim,being

involvedinfraudandprostitution."

Calvin:"shouldn'tyoubediscussingthiswiththe

police?"



Zachariah:"thepoliceareslow,soineedMamba

behindbarsforyears.Whenhegetsout,heshould

bealone."

Calvin:"getout!"

Zachariah:"everymanhasitsprize,nameyours."

Calvin:"youmustthinkimhungryne?"

Zachariah:"isaid,nameyourprizeandyou'llgetitin

lessthananhour."

Calvin:"mmh,R5million.Hardcash."

Zachariah:"done.Seeyouwhenyougivetheverdict

whichonWednesday.Toodles."

Hegoesout,sendingatexttohisbosslady.:"step

one,completed.Timefortwo."

Hethengetsincarcallinghisfriend.

Zachariah:"gotnewsforme?"

Person:"yes,foundhisward."

Zachariah:"good.Hemustbeblueblack."

Person:"done."



Zachariahsmilesanddrivesoff.

*

*
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AsMambawaslayingonthehardbedthinking

abouthowhislifetookadrasticturn,howAvela

mustbefeeling.3guysgotinandstoodnexttohim.

Mamba:"andthennina?"

Guy2:"exe,uringanabanikanjalo."

Mamba:"khonaabanyeabantuenibabonayo

ngaphandlekwenu?"



Guy1:"entlekwenauyasijwayela."

Mambasitsupstraightthenlooksatthem.

Mamba:"nikhalangani?"

Guy3:"exebafethu,it'sMamba"

Guy1:"MambaasinlikeMightyMamba?"

Guy3:"yeahmfethu!"

Guy2:"eish,bosssiyaxolisa."

Mamba:"whatwerey'alldoingheredisturbingme?"

Guy3:"weweresenttohityou."

Mamba:"by?"

Guy2:"Zakes"

Mamba:"Zakeswho?"

Guy1:"Zachariah,ublomaeWingate."

Mamba:"mmh,phumanike."

Guy3:"xoskhokho."

Theybowandleave,hetakesoutaphoneandcalls

HisQueen.



Avela:"Hello"

Mamba:"sthandwasempiloyam."

Avela:"Smanga,areyouokay?"

Mamba:"I'mfinesthandwasami,canyouplease

comeseeme?"

Avela:"sinceI'mmissingyousobad,I'llcome.What

time?"

Mamba:"justgetZorroorSgonondotobringyou

here."

Avela:"okay,I'monmyway."

Mamba:"iloveyou"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mambadropsthecallandoneofhiscellmates

looksathim.

Mamba:"what?"

Prisoner:"nothing."

Mamba:"youare?"

Prisoner:"T-man"



Mamba:"mmhokay"

Prisoner:"andeverybodyknowswhoyouare."

Mambachucklesshakinghishead.

T-man:"youmustreallyloveherey.Imeanyour

Queen,I'veheardyoucallingherthat."

Mamba:"yeahido.Iloveherman."

T-man:"andshelovesyoutoo,imeanshestillloves

youwhenyoubehindbars."

Mamba:"she'sthebestthathashappenedtome."

T-man:"don'tbreakherheart."

Mamba:"I'dnever."

*

*

Thembi:"Whuu,slowlybutsurelyMambaisgoing

down."

Jonathan:"ithoughtyoulovehim."

Thembi:"idobuthedoesnotdeservemylove"

Jonathan:"I'veopenedamissingreportforChantel."



Thembi:"yabonaMambawillregreteverusingme

nx!"

Jonathan:"iwonderwheremysisteris,hasshe

eaten?"

Thembi:"ican'twaittoseethelookonAvela'sface

hehe!"

Jonathan:"canyoufuckenstopaboutwhiningabout

Mambaforonce?"

Thembi:"hayi,what'swrongwithyou?"

Jonathan:"mysisterismissingdammit!"

Thembi:"so?"

Jonathan:"whatifMambahasher?"

Thembi:"howwhenMambaisinjail?"

Jonathan:"hegotmenallover.Hecouldhavesent

themtotakeher."

Thembi:"thengetyourmentolookforher.Stop

blamingmyman,whatifyoursisteriswhoring

around?"

Jonathan:"don'tyoudarespeakaboutmysisterlike



that?"

Thembi:"orwhat?"

Jonathan:"youwon'tlikewhatIamgoingtodoto

you."

Thembi:"youdon'tscaremenx!"

Jonathan:"ThembiI'mwarningyou!"

Thembi:"voetsekrhaa!"

*

*

Zorro:"readytogo?"

Avela:"yeslet'sgo."

AvelatakesherphoneandtheygetinZorro'sAudi

Q4andhedrivestotheprison.

*

Mamba:"sogoodtoseeyousthandwasami."

Avelapullshimcloserandtheykiss,Mambahashis

handonherwaisttheotheronherbellyrubbingit

andtheypullout.



Avela:"imissedyou.."

Mamba:"imissedyoumoremylove.Howaremy

minions?"

Avela:"theyaregood,justgivingmesleepless

nights."

Mamba:"imsorrymylovefornotbeingwithyou."

Avela:"yisimosthandwasami,iunderstand."

Mamba:"iwillmakeituptoyou,I'llbeouthere

soonerthanyouknowit."

Avela:"youcouldspendyearsinhere."

Mamba:"sssh.Don'tstressmylove,please."

Avelatakesadeepbreathandnods,Mambaholds

herhandpullingherabitcloser.

Avela:"imissyou..."

Mamba:"aowababy,youwantmetomakeloveto

youinthisdarkuglyroom?Onthismattress?With

onlycandles?Nobaby."

Avela:"Smangaplease.."



Mamba:"irespectyoutoomuchforsleepingwith

youinhere,inprisonforthatmatter?"

Avela:"what?Istheresomeoneyouaresleeping

withinhere?That'swhyy-..."

Mambainterruptsherbyplantingakissonthelips.

Mamba:"IloveyousomuchmyQueen,I'dneverdo

anythingtobreakyourheart,somethingtohurtyour

feelings.IloveyousomuchbabybutIcan'tmake

lovetoyouinthisplace."

Avela:"iunderstand,givemeakiss."

Mamba:"thatiwillgladlydo."

Avelasmilescomingcloserandtheykiss..

*

*
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Afterleavingtheprison,Aveladecidestogocheck

onherparents,Gogotobeprecise.Zorrotakesher

toWingatewhilemakingacall.

Mamba:"myman"

Zorro:"Mhlonishwa,idideverything."

Mamba:"good,nowineedyoutofindZachariahin

Wingate."

Zorro:"ngiphez'kwayo."

Mamba:"now,whereareyoutakingmywifeto?"

Zorro:"toyourin-lawsthenimgoingtoMbele."

Mamba:"coolthencomeseemetonight"

Zorro:"yizo!"

HedropsthecallandarrivesatWingate.

Avela:"thankyou,youcanleaveandIwillcall



Sgonondotocomefetchme."

Zorro:"okay.I'llseeyouguystomorrow."

Avela:"byeandbesafe."

Zorro:"iwill."

ZorrogetsoutandgoestoAvela'ssideopeningthe

doorandhelpinghergetoff.

Avela:"thankyou."

ZorronodsandgetsinthehouseleavingZorroto

driveaway.ShefindsNosihlewithsomedodgy

lookingguy.

Nosihle:"ohmybaby,I'mhappytoseeyou."

Avela:"yeah...."sheshrugs.

Nosihle:"uhm,Zack,wewillfinishthistomorrow."

NosihlewinksandZachariahstandsupnodding.

Gogomakesherwayin,Zachariahblowsakissto

Avela.

Gogo:"uzokunyanguSmanga."

Avelagigglesandhugsher.Zachariahleaves.



Nosihle:"don'tigetahug?"

Avela:"whereisdaddy?"

Nosihle:"aahthatone?!"

Gogo:"hemovedoutremember?Henowstaysat

Wapadrand,inthosetownhouses."

Avela:"okay,ishouldvisithimoneday."

Gogo:"I'llgowithyou"

Nosihle:"mxm"

Gogo:"youareglowinghey.Howarethebabies?"

Avela:"theyareokay."

Gogo:"come,I'llmakeyousomefood."

AvelanodsandfollowsGogotothekitchen.

Gogo:"whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Avela:"uhm,doyouhavemuffins?"

Gogo:"yesido."

Avela:"thencanihavemuffinswithmilk?"

Gogo:"comingrightup.Ican'twaitforyoutogive



birth."

Avela:"I'msoscaredgogo,idon'twantto."

Gogo:"iunderstandbutthosebabiescan'tstay

thereforever."

Avela:"iknow.I'dunderstandifitwasonebabybut

no,ihavetogivebirthto7!"

Gogo:"blameyourmannotme."

Theylaughandgogogiveshermuffinsandmilk.

Avela:"thankyou.Tothinkthatin3months,3weeks

imgivingbirth,Eish."

GogolaughsandontheothersideNosihleisonher

phonetrynacallVuyobutringsunanswered.She

triesagainandthistime,heanswers.

Vuyo:"yea"

Nosihle:"she'shere,comequick."

Vuyo:"whosehere?"

Nosihle:"Aveladamnit!"

Vuyo:"shit!Imonmyway"



Nosihle:"good."

Shedropsthecallandsighs.

Gogo:"areyouokay?"

Nosihle:"uhm..yeahiam"

ShenervouslysmilesandGogoshakesherhead

twitchingherlips.

Nosihle:"pleaseaccompanyme."

Nosihlepullshertoherbedroomandlocksit.

Inlessthan15minutes,Vuyopopsupandgetsin.

Vuyo:"hello!"

Avela:"kitchen!"

Vuyogoestothekitchenandassoonashesees

Avela,hestopsonhistracks.

Vuyo:"hello"

Avela:"hi"

Vuyo:"imVuyo"

Avela:"uhm,ifyoulookingformymothersheis

somewherearoundthehouse."



Vuyo:"imlookingforyou"

Avela:"me?"

Vuyo:"youmustbeAvelaright?"

Avela:"yes"shestuffsthemuffininhermouth.

Vuyo:"youarebeautiful"

Avelachokesandcoughs,Vuyorunstoherand

helpsherdrinkthemilk.

Avela:"uhmthanks"

Vuyo:"sure,youareglowingeyforsomeonewhose

heavilypregnantandboyfriendinprison."

Avela:"uhhh..."

*

*

Mihle:"haveyouguysheardaboutwhathappened

toNomsa?"

Mpumi:"whathappened?"

Mihle:"Ndumisoburntherwithboilingwaterafter

beatingherup."



Mpumi:"shame."

Sasha:"yenaayakwini!"

Theylaugh.

Mpumi:"maraifeelforheryazi."

Mihle:"awww!"

Sasha:"wasn'tshetheonetosayshe'stiredofthis

lifenywenywe."

TheylaughandZorrogetsin.

Zorro:"bafazi!"

Sasha:"ndoda"

Zorro:"iseey'allnolongerdepressed"

TheylaughandanhourlaterAvelagetsinwith

Sgonondo.

Avela:"imsotired!"

TheylaughandshesitsnexttoSasha.

Zorro:"howareyourparents?"

Avela:"theygoodbuttheyleftmewithsomeguy

whowasannoyingme."



Zorro:"annoyingyouhow?"

Avela:"keptonflirtingwithme."sherollshereyes

andtheylaugh.

Avela:"uhm,Zorronottoberudebutioverheard

yourconversationwithSmangabut..."shebitesher

lip.

Zorro:"coolsowhat'sup?"

Avela:"sincethecallwasonloudspeaker,iheard

SmangasayingsomethingaboutZakes"

Zorro:"yea?"

Avela:"therewassomeweirdguycalledZachariah

andtheysaidsomethingaboutmeetingtomorrow,

somethinglikethat."

Zorro:"couldhe...shitandyourparentsstayat

WingateandMambasaidhestaysatWingate."

Sasha:"sowhat'stheconnection?"

Zorro:"ihopeit'snotwhatIthinkitis,youarea

lifesaverHisQueen!"

Zorrorushesoutgoingtothewarehouse.



*
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It'sTuesday,meaningthattheverdictwillbe

tomorrow,WednesdayandZorroiswithMbele.

Zorro:"sowhat'sitgoingtobemyfriend?'

Hecrosseshislegssippingonwhiskey.

Calvin:"he'llbesleepinginhisbedtomorrownight."

Zorro:"soitrustyouthatyoudon'tchangeyour

mind."



Calvin:"noiwon't.Ivaluemydaughterslifeso

much."

Zorro:"good.Tomorrow,idon'twannahearstories."

Calvin:"youwon't,iswear."

Zorro:"I'llbekeepingyourdaughtertillMambais

free."

Calvin:"what?Youcan'tdothat."

Zorro:"iwillallbecauseIdon'ttrustyou."

Calvin:"igiveyoumyword."

Zorro:"butstill,I'mkeepingher.Bye."

Zorrostandsupandwinks.

Zorro:"I'llbefetchingherfromschool."

Zorrogetsoutbeforehecanevenanswer.Zorro

drivestotheschoolwherethedaughterlearns.He

findssecuritiesatthegateandwalksuptothem.

Zorro:"goodafternoongentlemen."

Theynod.

Zorro:"IwassentbyCalvinMbeletocomefetchhis



daughter."

Security:"thejudge'sdaughter?"

Zorro:"yes,youcancallhimtoconfirm."

TheytakelongstareatZorroandheseemsgenuine.

Theygocallherteacherandcomeswithher.

Security:"he'sheretofetchyou."

Zorro:"Nosi,yourdaddyaskedmetofetchyou"

Nosipho:"whereishe?"

Zorro:"he'sheldupatcourt.Iamyourmother's

brother,distantone."

Nosi:"ididn'tknowmotherhadadistantbrother."

TheywalktothecarandZorroopensthedoorfor

Nosiphoandtheygetin.

Zorro:"I'mZolani."

Nosi:"guessyouknowme"

Zorro:"iwon'tbetakingyouhomebuttoyouraunts,

iknowyoudon'tknowthembutit'sbecauseyour

motherdidn'tgetalongwithus.Butweareherefor



youokay?WhenDaddygetsdone,he'llfetchyou

there."

Nosipho:"ican'twait!"

ZorrodrivestoDiepslootandtheygetinthehouse.

Mpumi:"eeh!"

Zorro:"bafazi,thisisNosipho,oursister's

DAUGHTER!"

Mihle:"uhm,nicemeetingyouangel"

Nosipho:"myauntsaresobeautiful,cool!ButI

wonderwhymotherneverspokeaboutyou."

Avela:"wedidn'tsortofgetalong."

Nosipho:"areyouhavingababy?"

Avela:"yesiam"

Zorro:"nowgotoanyofyourauntsroomand

choosefromtheirclothes."

NosiphonodsandgoestoMihle'sroom.

Sasha:"what'sgoingon?"

Zorro:"she'sthegoldentickettoyourmen'srelease.



Theirfreedomdependsonherandherfather."

Avela:"akidthou?"

Zorro:"yessothatherfatherdoesn'tbackoutfrom

theplan.NowIneedyoutobeher"fakeaunts"then

everythinggoeswell,hermother,whichisyoursister

wasNomthandazo,marriedtoCalvinMbele.Take

careofourgoldenticketplease."

Zorrogoesoutdrivingtotheprison.

*

NosiphogetsbackwearingMihle'stshirtwhichwas

adresstoherandslippers.

Mpumi:"isohatethis."

Shesayswhispering..

*

*

Zorro:"wefoundZachariahlastnight,allthanksto

mamakaunknown."

Sabelo:"whatdidshedo?"



Zorro:"shesawZackathermother'splacethentold

me,iconnectedthedotsandyeah."

Mamba:"sohermotherisbehindallthis?"

Zorro:"I'mafraidso."

Mamba:"damn!Thiswomendoesn'twantmenear

herdaughter!"

Tebogo:"andshedoesn'trealizethatshe'spushing

hertoyou."

Zorro:"sobytomorrow,you'llbeout."

Senzo:"finally!"

*

*

AsCalvinwasbusyonthecase,hisphonerings.

Calvin:"CalvinMbelehello?"

Caller:"makesuretheystaybehindbars."

Thecallendsandhegroansfrustrated.Hecalls

Nosi'sdriver.

Driver:"boss"



Calvin:"where'smydaughter?"

Driver:"imonmywaytofetchher"

Calvin:"bringherstaighthome"

Driver:"iwill"

*

*
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AnhourhaspassedandNosiphohasnotbeen

backfromschoolandCalvinwasgettingworried,

hecallsthedriver.



Driver:"mlungu"

Calvin:"wherethehellismydaughter?"

Driver:"eishmlungu,she'snotatschool."

Calvin:"whatthehell?How?"

Driver:"idon'tknow,igothereandthesecurities

saidhisuncletookher."

Calvin:"uncle?Whatuncle?"

Driver:"idon'tknow,youtellme"

Calvin:"fuckyoubloodyimbecile!"

Hedropsthecallfrustrated..

*

*

Zachariah:"man,letmego.Ididn'tdoanything."

Zorro:"idothetalking,you'llanswerwhenItellyou

to."

ZachariahnodsasZorromovestheokapiupand

downhischeek.

Zorro:"now,doyouknowNosihleMazibuko?"



Zachariah:"no"

Zorro:"doyouvalueyourlifemarawena?"

Zachariah:"yes,toomuch"

Zorro:"itdoesn'tseemlikeit,ifyoudid,youwouldn't

havetriedtakingonMamba."

Zachariah:"oh"

Zorro:"sobacktomyquestion,doyouknowNosihle

Mazibukoordoyouneedatruthserum?"

Zachariah:"nono,I'lltalk."

Zorro:"nowyouaretalking,startfromthe

beginning."

Zachariahtakesadeepbreathandspillsthebeans.

*

*

Nosihle:"so?Howdidtheitgo?"

Vuyo:"perfect,she'shooked."

Nosihle:"goodboy.Let'shopeyoudidn'tcatchany

feelings?"



Vuyo:"me?Hayimxmnever!"

Nosihle:"okay.Phase2,asyouknowthattheverdict

istomorrowandMambaisgoingdown,ineedyou

totakeheroutfordinnersothatshecanblowoff

steam."

Vuyo:"okay.AreyousureMambawon'tfindout

aboutthis?"

Nosihle:"nohewon't.Avelawon'ttellhismanthat

anotherguywasflirtingwithher.Unlessshewants

tomakeherjealous."

Vuyo:"okay,howsureareyouthatMambaisgoing

downtomorrow?"

Nosihle:"100%"

Vuyo:"oh"

Nosihle:"stopbeingapussymarn!Iwillprotectyou

ifeverhefindsout."

Vuyo:"forreal?"

Nosihle:"igiveyoumyword.Nowgotakea

soothingbath,relaxbecausetomorrow,weare

goingtothecourttowatchtheeMightyMambago



down."

Vuyo:"ilikethesoundofthat."

NosihlesmilesashegoestothebedroomandVuyo

tohishouse...

*

*

Nosi:"ohgod!I'vescoredmyselfthecoolestaunts

ever!"

The"aunts"lookateachotherandlaughnervously.

Sasha:"souhm,whatgradeareyoudoingangel?"

Nosi:"grade7,canivisithereduringtheholidays?"

Avela:"uh,wehavetotalktoyourfatherfirst."

Nosi:"I'msurehewon'tmind."

Mihle:"wehavetospeaktohimfirst."

Nosi:"okay,ihopeheagrees"

Mihle:"aren'tyouhungry?"

Nosi:"Iamstarving!"



Sasha:"let'sgomakeyousomefood."

NosiandSashagotothekitchen.

Avela:"thethingsZorroputsusthrough!"

Mpumi:"whatcanwesay?Wewantourhusbands

home."

Mihle:"butihatelyingtothatcutelittlething."

Avela:"itiswhatitis."sheshrugsandsighs..

*

*

-Thefollowingday...

*

Thisisthedayeveryonehasbeenwaitingfor,the

daywhichwillpredictthegangsfuture,everyone

fromthemediawastherefortheverdict.Zorro

releasedZachariahsoNosihlewouldn'tbe

suspicious.

Nosihledressedinablack2-pieceandheels,Gogo

inadressandblackpumps.



Avelainalongdressandsandals,MihleandMpumi

dressedinjeansandtshirtsandheels.

Itwassopacked,Theguyswalkedinaccompanied

bythepolice,theguyslookedattheirladiesand

smiled.JudgeCalvinMbelewalkedin,hesawboth

ZachariahandZorroandhisheartstartedbeating

fast.

Thelawyerpresentedthecasetothejudgethenthe

lawyeragainstthegangdidtheclosingstatement.

Ittookabout45minutesthenThaboNkambuledid

thedefenseclosingstatement.

ItwasnowtimefortheverdictandCalvintooka

deepbreath.

Themediapayingcloseattentionastomiss

nothing,everybodyattheedgeoftheirsitswaiting

fortheoutcome.

Calvinwrappedupthecase,thenfinallysaidwhat

everybodywantedtohear.

Calvin:"onthefirstcasewhichismurder,itherefore

findtheaccusedSmangaNkosi,Sabelo

Mzimela,TebogoDlaminiandSenzoMbelenot



guilty."

Nosihlerollshereyesassheseestheladies

smiling,thecourtmakingangryremarks..

PoliceOfficer:"orderorder!"

Thecourtkeepsquiet.

Calvincontinueswithwhathe'ssupposedtodoand

it'stimeforthefinalverdict,Nosihlecleansherears

tolistencarefullytohearwhatthejudgewillsay.

Calvin:"thecourtfindsallofyou...."Zachariahlooks

athimandZorrowinks.

Calvin:"thecourtfindsyouuhm..."

*

*
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Calvin:"thecourtfindsyounotguiltyonallcharges"

Hethenhitsthegavel.

Police:"allrise!"

Everybodystandsup,somerejoicingandthelikes

ofNosihleboilinginanger,assoonasCalvinleaves

accompaniedbysoldiersandpolice.Tearsfellfrom

theladieseyesastheywereemotional,theyuncuff

theguysandtheyrushtotheirladieshuggingthem

fordearlife.Except,wellforTebogo.Theladies

alsohuggedhim.

Mamba:"don'tcry,I'mback"

Avela:"ican'tbelieveit."

Tebogo:"betterbelieveit,webackwithabang!"

TheylaughedandMavundlagavethemanastylook.

Theyweretakentosigntheirreleaseforms,they

werefinallyfree!



Nosihle:"ithoughtMbelewasonourside."

Zachariah:"ithoughtsotoo."

Nosihle:"where'sthe5million?"

Zachariah:"hetookit."

Nosihle:"damn!"

ShestandsupgoingoutfollowedbyZachariah.

Zorro:"lifeisgoodbafazi!"

Sgonondo:"saythatagain"

Thegangcomesbackintheirclothesandthe

journalistsrushtothem.

Journalist1:"howdoesitfeeltobefree?"

Journalist:"ho-.."

Zorro:"heyyyy!Sssh,pleasegiveustimetoenjoytuu.

They'llansweryourquestionswhenapress

conferencehasbeenset."

Tebogo:"nowgiveusspace."

Thepoliceescortthemoutandtheygoout

accompaniedbythepolice.



Tebogo:"backtobusinessandalcohol!"

Sasha:"youneverforgetalcoholne?"

Tebogo:"I'dneverandaftereverythingis

set,everythinggoingaccordingly,I'mthrowinga

party!"

Theylaughandsomeoneinterruptsthem.

"Hello"

Theyturnandit'sSiphesihle.

Tebogo:"yoh"

Siphesihle:"it'sgoodtoseeyouguysandcanwe

talkTebogo?"

Theguysdecidetogivethemspace.

Siphesihle:"areyougood?"

Tebogo:"yeahwena?"

Siphesihle:"imokay,Tebogoiamsorryfor

everything.Forlying,betrayingyourtrust.Please,i

can'ttakethesilenttreatmentanymore."

Tebogopullshercloseandkisshersopassionately



andSiphesihlesmilesbetweenthekiss.

Mihle:"ncooah."

Theylookatthem,andsmile.

*

*

Thembi:"wtf?Notguilty?!"

Lindi:"whyareyousoworkedup?Youwantedto

seehimbehindbars?"

Thembi:"thatjudgewassurelybribednx!"

Lindi:"yoh"

ThembitakesherphonecallingJonathanandit

ringsunanswered.

Thembi:"argh!"

Shethrowsthephoneonthecouchveryangry..

*

*

Aftergivingtheverdict,hedrovestraighttohis

housefindinghisdaughterwatchingtv.



Nosi:"heydad,iwaswatchingyouontvandmy

auntsappeared."

Calvin:"okay,packyourbags.Weareleaving."

Nosi:"wherearewegoing?"

Calvin:"tostartanewlifeelsewhere.Veryfarfrom

here"

Nosi:"butilikeithere,youwanttotakemefrommy

aunts?"

Calvin:"whataunts?"

Nosi:"imetthemyesterday"

Calvin:"gopackyourbags!"

Nosigoestoherroomtobackherbagsleaving

CalvintobookaticketonlinetoNorthWest.

*

*

Mamba:"feelsgoodbehome."

Tebogo:"youcansaythatagain!"

Mamba:"Ineedashower."



MambatakesHisQueen'shandandtheygotothe

bathroom.

Avela:"finallymyneedswillbesatisfied!"

Mambalaughsandremoveshershoesanddress.

Aveladoesthesameandtheygetintheshower.

Mamba:"let'sgetcleanedupfirst,ineedtoremove

allthebadluckfromjail."

Theylaughastheystartshowering.

Avela:"let'shopeyoubackforgood?"

Mamba:"yeahandIamnevergoingbackthere.I

regretleavingyouallherewhileyouareexpecting

andIamsorry."

Avela:"noneedtoapologize,soarewegoingtogo

backtoPretoria?"

Mamba:"wegoingtostayhereforawhiletillisort

outeverything."

Avela:"iseverythingokay?"

Mamba:"don'tworry,justfocusonourminionsand

Iwillsortouteverything."



Avela:"okaaay,tomorrowyouaretakingmetoakota

date."

Mamba:"withpleasurebutfornow,imissedbeing

insideyou."

AvelagigglesandMambarubsherbreaststurning

mamakaunknownon.

*

Avela:"thatfeltsogood!"

Mamba:"iaimtoplease."

Avelascreamsholdingherbelly.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avelatakeshishandplacingitonherbellyandhe

smiles.

Mamba:"didtheyju-..arethey-...?"

Avela:"yestheyarekicking."

Mamba:"aren'tyouinpains?Asmuchasienjoy

feelingthekicks,ihavetothinkofyou."

Avela:"nothingican'thandleandit'stheirfirsttime



kicking."

Mamba:"oh,iloveyouandthem."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mambarubsherbellykissingit...

*

*
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Weekshavepassedandeverythinghasbeengoing

well,everyonehashappyexceptforNosihle.

Today,thegangwasgoingtopayNosihleavisit,as



theyweregettingreadyAvelamakesherwayin,oh

she's7monthspregnantnow.

Avela:"heyguys"

TheygreetbackandshelooksatMambawitha

grinonherface,theguyslaugh.

Mambatakesherhandandtheygotothekitchen.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yeahbut..."shelicksherbottomlipthenbites

it.Mambalaughs.

Avela:"please"

Mamba:"youdon'thavetobeg."

Theysneaktothebedroomsothattheguysdon't

seethem,assoonastheygetinthebedroom,they

kissundressingeachotherthanMambagentlylays

heronthebedslightlyopeningherlegsandplays

withhervagina.Shemoansbitingherlip,heenters

hisonefingergentlymovingitinandout.Helicks

herclitgentlybitingitmakingAvelafeelmore

pleasure

Avela:"ican'ttakeitanymore,pleaseputitin."



Mamba:"bepatientbaby"

Avela:"Smangaplease!!"

Mambachucklesandmakesherlieonherside

liftingherlegupandgentlyinsertshimself.

Mamba:"fuck!Iloveyou"

Avela:"iloveyoutooaaah"

*

*

Azania:"whatisyourplanwithme?"

Spororo:"justwatchandlearn."Hecaressesher

facethenlicksherlips.

Spororo:"youarebeautiful"

Azania:"uhm,thanks"

Spororo'sphoneranganditisNombuso.Hedoesn't

minditbutitringsagain.

Spororo:"hi"

Nombuso:"aaahSiphosethu!!!"

Spororo:"whyareyouscreaming?"



Nombuso:"mmmh,mywaterbroke!"

Spororo:"shit!I'monmyway!"

HedropsthecallthenkissesAzania'scheekthen

rushesout.

HearrivesatthehouseandfindsNombusoison

thefloortouchingherbelly.

Nombuso:"aaah,thankgodyouarehereaah!"

Sporororushestoherthenhelpsherstandsupand

theyslowlygotothecar,herushesbacktothe

housetotakethebabybagandrushesbacktothe

caranddrivestothehospital.

*

**HoursLater**

Nurse:"congratulations,it'sagirl."

Nombuso:"ohmyGod!Canweseeher?"

Thenursegentlyplacesheronherchestandshe

looksatherandcries.

Nombuso:"she'ssobeautiful"



Spororo:"justlikehermother."

Nombuso:"haveyouthoughtofanameyet?"

Spororo:"Alwande,AlwandeMazibuko."

Nombuso:"iloveit,suchabeautifulname.Wantto

holdher?"

Spororo:"yes"

NombusohandsbabyAlwandetohimandhe

smiles.

Spororo:"sotinyyetcute"

SpororothenmadeavowtoprotectAlwande

Mazibukofromallthebadthingsintheworld.

*

*

Tebogo:"we'vebeenwaitingforhours!!"

Mamba:"iwasstillsatisfyingmywoman."

Tebogo:"beforeshetakesoutheremotionson

us,withher..wearebreathingthroughthewound!"

Sabelo:"siphefumlangenxeba!"



Theylaughedthencrockedtheirgunsandtaketwo

BMW325i'sdrivingtoWingate.Luckily,theyfound

Nosihlealone.Assoonasshesawthem,she

jumpedfromthecouchspillingthejuiceonthe

fluffymat.

Tebogo:"calmdownandsit"

Nosihle:"whothehellareyoutoordermearound?"

Tebogo:"calmdownbeforeyoufaint."

Nosihle:"Mamba,whatthehellareyoudoinghere?"

Mamba:"icameherelookingforanswers"

Nosihle:"whatanswers?"

Mamba:"whatdidieverdotoyou?"

Nosihle:"nothing"

Theysitdowncrossingtheirlegslookingall

handsomeandintimidating.

Mamba:"firstly,youdon'tapproveofmyrelationship

withAvela,fine!Let'sleavethereunitingpart.Then

youkeepontellinghertostayawayfromme,that's

fine.YouworkwithZachariahtotakeawaymy



propertiesandcarsandthatworksperfectlyfine

becausewhatyouwantedhappenedthinkingyour

daughterwillleavemeafterfindingoutihave

nothingbutguesswhat?She'sstillwithme.Bribing

thejudgetofindmeguiltyhehe!WhathaveIdone

toyou?"

Nosihle:"youseriouslywanttoknow?"

Mamba:"yesplease!"

Sabelo:"this,igottohear."

Nosihletakesadeepbreathsittingonthecoffee

table.

Nosihle:"you..."

*

*
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Thembi:"mama,doyouthinkSmangastillloves

me?"

Lindi:"why?"

Thembi:"justanswerme"

Lindi:"no,hedoesn't."

Thembi:"wellistilllovehimandIwanthimback."

Lindi:"aowawena"

Thembi:"yesma,youknowideservethelifethat

Avelaisliving.Like,hermanhasallthemoneybut

shedoesnotspendit."

Lindi:"doesshehaveto?"

Thembi:"yes,gooverseas,shoptillshedrops,buys

cars,houses."

Lindi:"it'snothermoney"



Thembi:"what'shisishers."

Lindi:"areyoumentallystablemntanami?"

Thembi:"yesmamahawu."

Lindi;"where'sthatJonathanofyours?"

Thembi:"ahheissulkingbecausehissisterhas

disappeared."

Lindi:"sulking?Hehaseveryrighttothou."

Thembi:"iain'tgottimetonursehisemotions.Igot

betterthingstodo."

Lindi:"likemindingwhatMambaandhisfianceare

upto?"

Thembi:"yeahsortof"

Lindi:"whenareyougoingtowork?"

Thembi:"nextweek,fornowIhavetoseeMamba."

Lindi:"stopplayingwithfire,youwillbadlyburn."

*

*

Daybyday,Nomsawasslowlyrecoveringbutsheis



alone,noonetovisither.Shehatedhowshelookto

thepitthatshewantedtodie.Ndumiso....ahhthat

onehasturnedintoadrugaddictandThatohas

beenkeepingtabsonNomsa'shealth.

*

*

Nosihle:"you..."

Tebogo:"wearelistening."

Nosihle:"youaregangster'sforgoodnesssake!"

Mamba:"that'sall?"

Nosihle:"idon'twantmydaughtertobeassociated

withgangsters"

Tebogo:"butyourdaughterisinlovewitha

gangster?"

Nosihle:"thismanfooledherintothinkingshe'sin

lovewithhim."

Mamba:"yougotjokes,toeventhinkthatIthought

itssomethinghuge."

Nosihle:"youarenotgoodformydaughter."



Mamba:"imakeherhappy,doesn'tthatmatter?"

Nosihle:"ifitwassomeoneelse,itwouldmatterbut

no,it'safuckengangster!"

Senzo:"yoh,youseriouslygotissueswithgangsters

wena"

Nosihle:"yesido!"

Mamba:"whatdidtheydotoyou?"

Nosihle:"Noneofyourbusiness."

Mamba:"itisbecauseyouhatemeforsomereason

Idon'tknow."

Nosihle:"ifiwereyou,I'dmindmybusiness."

Mamba:"well,soonerorlater,youhavetoaccept

thatwearegettingmarried!"

Nosihle:"overmydeadbodyrhaaa!"Mydaughter

deservessomeonewhoisnotintododgy

dealings,puttingherlifeindanger."

Mamba:"whenhaveiputherlifeindanger?"

Nosihle:"withgangsters,yourlifeisalwaysin

danger!"



Mamba:"AvelaandIhavebeentogetherfor

months,it'salmostayearandnotevenonce,I've

putherlifeindangerandevenwhenIwasbehind

bars,nothinghappenedtoher."

Nosihle:"mxm,getout"

Tebogo:"wellwhetheryouaccepttheirrelationship

ornot,getusedtothefactthattheyarehaving

babies,theyaregettingmarried.Likeitornot."

Nosihle:"noweddingshallhappenwhileI'mstill

alive!"

Mamba:"wewillseeaboutthat.Let'sbounce."They

standupandMambalooksather.

Mamba:"youcankeepthepropertyandcars,ino

longerneedthem."

Nosihle:"wherewillmydaughterstay?"

Senzo:"shouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

takingeverything"

Nosihle:"whensheisabouttogivebirth,sheneeds

tocomehome."

Mamba:"hebanna!"



Nosihle:"I'lltakecareofher"

Mamba:"whosaysican't?"

Nosihle:"youarebroke."

Theguyslaughandleaveherthere.

Nosihle:"youlivebythegun,youdiebythegun!"

Shesmirks...

Tebogo:"thatladyisnotstable."

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:23] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert101

*

*



AfterleavingWingate,theydrivetoDiepslootbut

first,theygotoachisanyama.Theybuysomemeat

anddrinksthengotothehousefindingtheladies

playingboardgames,exceptforAvela.

Theyputthemeatinthekitchenandsit.

Tebogo:"where'smamakaunknown?"

Siphesihle:"she'ssleeping."

Mamba:"I'llgocheckuponher."

Sasha:"idid,5minutesago."

Mamba:"imnotchangingmymind."

TheylaughasMambagoestothebedroom,hegets

infindingAvelasleeping.Hewalksuptoherkissing

hercheekandshewakesup.

Mamba:"I'msorryifIwokeyouup."

Avela:"it'sokay,pleasehelpmeup."

Mambaholdsherhandhelpinghersitup.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yeahiamfinejustthatIamtired."



Mamba:"youneedtorest?"

Avela:"ifimaytakeabath,imightbefunbutsitting

inthebathtubisalotofworknottomention

standingup."

Mamba:"come,I'llhelpyou."

Mambahelpsherstandandtheygotothe

bathroom,shesitsonthetoiletseatasMamba

pourswateronthebathtub.

Avela:"didyoubringmykota?"

Mamba:"uuhkota?"

Avela:"yes,youpromisedtobringmekotawhenyou

getback."

Mamba:"eishbaby,ngikhohliwe"(Iforgot)

Avela:"I'vebeencravingforitsincemorningand

youtellmeyouforgotit?"

Mamba:"tellyouwhat,afterbathingwewillgobuy

it."

Avela:"iwantitnow"hervoicebreaksastearsfall.

Mamba:"okay,takeashowerwhileigobuyit."



Avela:"iwannagowithyou"

Mamba:"butyoufirsthavetobath."

Avela:"doismell?"

Mamba:"nobaby,youdon't."

Avela:"thenlet'sgo."

Mamba:"incaseyouforgot,youarestillinyourpj's"

Avela:"I'llgochange."

Mamba:"okay,don'tcry."

Hecomesclosetoherwipinghertearsandshe

smiles.Shestandsupandpullsherpjpantsdown

thensitsandpees,aftershe'sdone,Mamba

decidestowipeherandAvelalooksathimamazed.

Mamba:"what?"

Avela:"nothing,thanks."

Mamba:"anythingforyou."

Hehelpsherstandandtheywashtheirhands.They

gotothebedroomandAvelagoestothecloset.

Shetakesoutastraplessdressthenputsitontop



ofthebedandundresses.Shethenlooksather

breastsholdingthem.

Mamba:"damn,youtemptingme."

Avela:"whatever"

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Shepincheshernipplesandsheflinches,Mamba

getsclosetoherthenkissesthemmakingher

giggle.Shewearsabrathenputsonthedress.

Mamba:"slippersorsandals?"

Avela:"slippers"

Mambahelpsherputontheslippers.

Mamba:"readytogo?"

Avela:"letmecombmyhair."

Shedoesandtakesherphone.

Avela:"canwepleasewalkthere?"

Mamba:"willyoubeableto?"

Avela:"yes,let'sjusttaketheumbrella"

Mamba:"cool"



Mambatakestheumbrellaandtheywalkout.

Tebogo:"andwherearewegoing?"

Mamba:"tosatisfycravings."

Tebogo:"ooh!Goodluck"

Avela:"wedon'tneedit"

Tebogo:"yesyoudon'tmamabo."

Theylaughandtheygoout,MambaandAvelawalk

tobuythekotaandMambaholdingtheumbrella.

Mamba:"Ndlovukaziyami?"

Avela:"Sthandwasam"

Mamba:"doyoustillwanttheweddingtocontinue?"

Avela:"yes,doyou?"

Mamba:"offcourse,wegettingmarriednextmonth

then."

Avela:"can'twait."

Mamba:"howfarwereyouwiththepreparations?"

Avela:"onlythecaketastingleft,thedressandsuits

andoh,thetraditionalattires.Ifyoudon'tmind,it



wouldbethetraditionalweddingfirst."

Mamba:"idon'tmind."

Avela:"thenigottomakeameetingwiththe

bakery."

Mamba:"youstillwanttogetmarriedinthe

botanicalgardens?"

Avela:"yesbutquestionis,wherearewegoingto

havethetraditionalwedding?"

Mamba:"justplanwhileIfixeverythinginPretoria.

Everythingwillbefixedbeforethismonthends"

Avela:"okaythen.Iloveyoune?"

Mamba:"iloveyoumore"

Hekissesherforeheadandtheyreachthekota

placeandorder.AvelatakesMamba'shandputting

itonherbellytofeelthebabieskickingandhe'sall

smiles.

*

*

Nonzwakazi:"Dabula,can'tyoudosomethingto



bringAzaniabackhome?"

Dabula:"no"

Nonzwakazi:"what?"

Dabula:"yes,I'vetriedacountlesstimesbutno"

Nonzwakazi:"youareuselessnx!"

Dabula:"asifyouareusefulnx,getoutofmy

shrine."

Nonzwakazi:"voetsek!"

ShestandsupandgoesoutleavingDabula

chuckling.

*

*
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Azania:"yourgirlfriendorwhateversheisjustgave

birthyetyouarehere?"

Spororo:"Menziiswithher"

Azania:"MenziasinlikeAvela'sex?"

Spororo:"yes,iimpregnatedhismother."

Azania:"damnyoutheish!"

TheylaughandSpororopullsherclosetohim

kissingherandshekisseshimback,heliftsherup

wrappingherlegsaroundhiswaistandmaketheir

waytothebedroombutAzaniaslightlypushesher

away

Spororo:"what'swrong?"

Azania:"wecan't"

Spororo:"why?"

Azania:"youshouldbewithyournewborn."



Spororo:"butiwanttobewithyou"

Azania:"Spororono..."Spororokissesherneck

grabbingherbuttandinafewseconds,clothesare

alloverandSpororospreadsherlegsinserting

himselfandhecursesgoingallthewayin,Azania

bitsherlipfeelingthepleasure..

*

*

AsZorrowasbusyonhislaptop,hereceivesan

emailthenopensitthenreads.

Zorro:"shit!Whynow?"

Hemakesacall.

Mamba:"Zorro"

Zorro:"Mhlonishwa,ziyawa."(it'sgoingdown)

Mamba:"I'mlistening"

Zorro:"Dreggaandhismenareintown,planningan

attack."

Mamba:"becauseofthecoke?"



Zorro:"yes,andwearelosingoursuppliers.Themen

fromGhanahaven'tdelivered.Theyweresupposed

todeliverlastweek."

Mamba:"seemslikethey'veforgottenwhoi

am,what'sthedelay?"

Zorro:"theydon'twanttotalk,ihatetosaythisbut

youhavetodealwiththemfacetoface."

Mamba:"shit!NowIhavetoflythereandDreggais

intownfuck!Youknowwhat,let'smeetatthe

warehouse"

Zorro:"cool"

MambadropsthecoolandlooksatAvelawhowas

enjoyingherkota.Hethensendsatexttotheguys

sayingtheyshouldmeetatthewarehouse.

Mamba:"baby?"

Avelaliftsherheadtolookathim.

Mamba:"iamsosorrytocutourtimeshortbutwe

havetogo."

Avela:"ohokay"



MambastandsupandhelpsherstandupandAvela

takesherkotawithherandeatsitastheywalkback

tothehouse.

Avela:"areyouokay?Youseemdisoriented."

Mamba:"yeahyeahIamfine."

Avela:"SmangaNkosiareyouokay?"

Mamba:"there'ssomethingbotheringmebutIwill

befine,I'llsortitveryquick."

Avela:"ifyousayso,idon'tlikeseeingyoulikethis."

Mambagentlypullshercloseandkissesher.

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

TheyreachthehouseandMambatakeshiscar

keys.

Mamba:"I'llbebackokay?"

Avelanodsandhekissesherforeheadthendrove

tothewarehouse.

Zorro:"thankGodyouareallhere"



Mamba:"it'sbeenover5yearsandDreggawants

thecoke,whynow?"

Zorro:"fromwhatIhear,hespentalltheyears

planninghowtotakeitfromyou."

Mamba:"andthepeoplefromGhana,what'supwith

them?"

Zorro:"asI'vesaid,it'sbestyougothere."

Mamba:"weseriouslydon'tneedthis,notnow"

Tebogo:"sowho'llbegoingtodealwithDreggaand

who'llgotoGhana?"

Mamba:"guessihavetogotoGhana."

Zorro:"mamakaunknown?"

Mamba:"ican'ttakeherwithme,ihavetotalktoher

thouidon'tknowhowshe'llreact."

Tebogo:"I'llgowithyou,alsoLuke."

Senzo:"andwe'lldealwithDregga."

Zorro:"goodluckwithtellingyourladiesthatyouare

leavingforaweekmax."



Mamba:"Avelaissuregonnaskinmealive"

TheylaughwhileSgonondopourswhiskey.

Sabelo:"andwithhermoods,youarewalkingon

thinice."

Mamba:"iwon'tbesurprisedifshegivesmethe

silenttreatment."

Luke:"ayeye!"

Mamba:"tsek,y'allain'thelping."

Tebogo:"asmuchastheyareyourbabiestheyare

alsooursbutwhenitcomestotellingherbad

news,countusout."

Theylaugh

Mamba:"whenshegivesbirth,idon'twantyounear

thebabies."

Tebogo:"don'tboreus"theylaughthenbecome

seriousagain.

Mamba:"bookaplaneticketfortomorrow

midnight."

Zorro:"consideritdone."



Senzo:"itsureisgoingtobemessy,it'sagoodthing

thattheladiesareprotectedandsafe."

Mamba:"it'sawar"

Tebogo:"adeadlyone."

*

*
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MambaandAvelawereintheirbedroomandshe's

lyingonhersideasMambaisrubbingherback.He

doesn'tknowhowtotellherthatheisleaving

tomorrowmidnight.

Avela:"somethingisweighingonyouheavily,talkto



me."

Mamba:"uhmbaby,tomorrowiamleaving."

Avela:"whereareyougoing?"

Mamba:"uhm...eh.."heclearshisthroatcontinuing

torubherback.

Mamba:"I'mgoingtoGhana."

Avela:"removeyourhands."

Mamba:"baby.."

Avela:"isaidremoveyourhands!"

MambaslowlyremovesthemandAvelaslowly

standsandlooksatMambawithherhandsonher

waist.

Avela:"tomorrowmidnight,youaregoingtoGhana!"

Mamba:"Ihaveto"

Avela:"reasonbeing?"

Mamba:"there'ssomethingthatIneedtosortout,I'll

onlybeleavingforaweek."

Avela:"youreallylikestressingmeright?"



Mamba:"nobaby,I'dneverstressyou"

Avela:"justmassagemyfeet"

ShesitsonthebedandMambagetsclosetaking

herfeetplacingthemonhislaprubbingthem.

Mamba:"pleasetalktomeSthandwasami."

Avela:"seemslikeyouhavealreadymadeupyou

mindthatyouareleavingtomorrow."

Mamba:"sthandwasami.."

Avela:"pleasekeepquiet,youarerisingmyBP."

Mamba:"iwon'tbeabletosleepwhileyouaremad

atme."

Avelalooksasideandbiteshernails.

Mamba:"rememberthepromisewemadetoeach

other?Thatwewon'tgotobedmadateachother."

Avela:"pleaseremovemypanty"

Mamba:"huh?Yourpanty?"

Avela:"areyougoingtodoitorwhat?"

MambaremovesherpantyandAvelalaysonher



side.

Avela:"ifyouwantustotalkthenbettersatisfyme

realgoodorelse,whenyouleavedon'tcomeback."

Mambasmilestracinghisfingersonherinner

thighsandtheyreachhervagina,hegoesabitdown

andkisseshervagina,helicksherfoldsmovinghis

fingerinandout.

*

*

Azaniaiscurledonthebedregrettingwhatjust

happenedbetweenherandSpororo.Spororokisses

hershoulderbutAzaniamovesaway.

Spororo:"what'swrongnow?"

Azania:"thiswasamistake,itwasn'tsupposedto

happen."

Spororo:"butitdidnje."

Azania:"itwon'thappenagain."

Spororo:"don'tbetoosure"

Azania:"whatdoyouwantfromme?"



Spororo:"you.Iwantyou"

Azania:"noyoucan'thaveme"

Spororo:"why?"

Azania:"i..youhaveababy.Youshouldbewithhim

orherrightnow"

Spororo:"I'llgolater"

Azania:"leavenow"

Spororosighsandtakesashower,hegetsdressed

andkissesAzania'scheek.

Spororo:"iloveyou."

Hetakeshiscarkeysandcellphonethengoesto

checkonbabyAlwande.

*

*

Avela:"mmh!Slowdownaah!"

Hecontinuesthrustinginherdeepandshegrabs

hisarmandmoansclosinghereyesandclenches

herfoldsaroundMamba'spenisandhegroans



pushingevendeeperreachingtheG-spot.

Mamba:"Iloveyoufuck!"

Avela:"mmhiloveaahyoutooSmanga!"

Herlegstrembleasherorgasmnearsandaftera

fewthrusts,theybothcum.

Avela:"youcangotoGhanabutpromisemeone

thing."

Mamba:"thatis?"

Avela:"youwon'tdie."

Mamba:"uhm,okay.Iwon'tcheatonyouokay?"

Avela:"okay,howlongwillyoubegonefor?"

Mamba:"aweekmax"

Avela:"youareleavingtomorrowmidnightright?"

Mamba:"yes,youhaveanythinginmind?"

Mambabrushesherbellyandkissesherarm.

Avela:"canwespendthedaytogether?Please."

Mamba:"wheredoyouwanttogo?"



Avela:"youaregoingwithmetopregnancyyoga,i

registeredafewdaysago.Iwantedtotellyoubutit

slippedmymind."

Mamba:"pregnancyyoga?"

Avela:"yesplease"

Mamba:"I'llgowithyou.Whattime?"

Avela:"ifiain'tmistaken,9:30am"

Mamba:"okay,that'sall?"

Avela:"justcontinuegivingmemassageswhileI

thinkofotherways."

Mamba:"areyousurethatyouarenotpunishing

me?"

Avela:"it'sbetterthatsilenttreatment."

Mamba:"waybetter!Ican'twaitforyoutogive

birth."

Avela:"2monthsleft."

Mamba:"so,whenarewefindingoutthegender?"

Avela:"doyouwanttoknowit?"



Mamba:"I'mtemptedbutlet'swaittillyougive

birth."

Avela:"okay.Let'sgomakefood."

Mamba:"anythingforyou"

Mambahelpsherstandsandshewearsagown

whileMambawearshisboxersandtrackpantwith

vest.Theywearshoesandmaketheirwaytothe

kitchen.

Mamba:"whatdoyoufeellikehaving?"

Avela:"beefpattiesandbread."

Mambamakeswhatshecravesforandservesher.

Avela:"thankyou.IfIwillgetthisspecialtreatment,i

shouldjuststaypregnant."

Mamba:"neveryhuu,uwanttoseemybabiesandI

amcertainthatthey'llhavedimplesandmy

handsomeness."

Avela:"ohwhatever"

TheylaughandMambapoursjuiceforbothofthem.

Mamba:"wereyouseriousaboutthispregnancy



yoga?"

Avela:"seriousasaheartattack."

Tebogo:"whoa,pregnancyyoga?TheeMighty

Mambaandyoga?Theworldiscomingtoanend!"

Hesayslaughingandtheyjoinhim.

*

*
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Tebogo:"bafethu,areyouguysserious?"

AvelanodsandTebogoisinstitches,heleavesthe

kitchenandgoestocalleveryone.



Senzo:"what'sgoingon?"

Tebogo:"theworldiscomingtoanend"hesaysas

hecontinueslaughing.

Mihle:"sharethejokeHawu!"

Tebogo:"Ma-Mambaisg.goingtoyoga!"helaughs

outloudandeverybodyjoinshim.

Mpumi:"thishasAvelawrittenalloverit."

Avelashrugsandsipsonherjuice,theylaugheven

more.

Sabelo:"thisihavetosee,I'mjoiningyouguys."

Mamba:"ohhellno!"

Mihle:"mamabo?"

Avela:"youcanjoinus"

Tebogo:"great!Whattime?"

Avela:"11:30"

MambalooksatAvelaandshewinks.

Tebogo:"imgoingtotakeavideo!"

Mamba:"fucky'all!"



Theylaughevenmore,Avelastandsupandwalks

uptoMambaandkisseshim.Sherinsestheplate

andglasses.

Tebogo:"sowhatistheattirefortheyoga?"

Avela:"justwearcomfortably."

Tebogo:"guessI'llbewearingmyg-stringand

leggings."

Siphesihlechokesthencoughs,Avelatakesaglass

andpourswaterandgivesher.

Tebogo:"areyouokaybabe?"

Siphesihle:"uhmyeah"

Tebogo:"asiwassaying,iwillbewearingag-string

andleggingsandthatthingwhatchamacallit,ohit's

asportsbra!YeahI'llwearit."

Mamba:"Ntwana,areyousurethatyouare

straight?"

Tebogo:"ithinkI'minbetween."

Siphesihle:"don'tyoudaretrymeTebogo!"

Tebogo:"so,attirecheck!SiOnfortomorrow.Night!"



Heleavesthekitchenandtheylaugh.

Siphesihle:"hegotsomeexplainingtodo!"

Shefollowshim,MambatakesAvela'shandand

theygotobedroom.

Mamba:"whattimeistheappointment?"

Avela:"9:30am,iknowisaid11:30,iwasjustfooling

them."

Mamba:"Whuuthankyou,iwasnotgonnahearthe

endofit!"

Avela:"let'ssleep"

Mambahelpsherremovethegownandheremoves

hisvestandtrackpant.ThegetinbedandAvela

setsthealarmfor8:00am.

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

*

*

Siphesihle:"Tebogo,wheredoyougetag-string?"



Tebogo:"uhmbaby,tomorrowmidnightwearegoing

toGhana."

Siphesihle:"stopdodgingmyquestion."

Tebogo:"Sipheplease,whatiamtellingyouismore

importantthanthoseg-stringsI'llbewearingforthe

yoga."

Siphesihle:"I'mlistening."

Tebogo:"ihavetoleaveforGhanaandI'llbeback

afteraweek.I'llbeleavingwithMambaandLuke,

Sabelo,ZorroandSenzowillbehere."

Siphesihle:"okayit'sfine."

Tebogo:"younotmadatmeright?"

Siphesihle:"nope"

*

*

Thefollowingday,MambaandAvelaarewokenup

bythealarm,MambamakesthebedwhileAvela

takesoutclothesforthemtowear.Theygetdone

andgotakeashower.



Mamba:"sowhatpositionsaregonnabedone

there?"

Avela:"justbepatient,you'llseewhenwegetthere."

Mambanodsandscrubsherback.

Mamba:"mmhyoga?Yeahne!"

AvelagigglesandtheygetdoneandMambahelps

hergetdressed.

Avela:"canwehavebreakfastatWimpy?"

Mamba:"noproblem."

TheygetdoneandMambatakeshiscarkeysand

goout,therewasnosignsotheyleave,Mambafirst

drivestoWimpyandorderbreakfast.

Avela:"iwasjoking,youdon'thavetostayyoucan

dropmeoff,I'llbefine."

Mamba:"no,imnotleavingsoI'lljustwatchyou

doingallthosepositions.Todaytillmidnight,it's

justmeandyou."

Avela:"okaythen."

Afterbreakfast,theygototheclassesbutonthe



way,theyfirstbuythosesmallmatsandinanhour,

Avelaandtheotherpregnantwomenbeginwith

theirexercises,Mambaistakingsnapsofheras

she'sconcentratedonwhatsheisdoing.

*

*

Zorrofinishesbookingtheirplaneticketsfor

Mamba,TebogoandLuke.Everythingisgoing

accordingtoplan.

*

*
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Doctor:"youhavebeenrecoveringverywellsonow,i

amdischargingyou."

Nomsa:"no,isitnottooearly?"

Doctor:"no,youjustcontinuetakingyourmedication

andyouwillbefine."

Nomsa:"soiamgoingtobelikethisfortherestof

mylife?"

Doctor:"unlessyoudoplasticsurgery."

Nomsa:"bringthedischargeforms"

ThedoctorleavesandThatogetsin.

Thato:"heyyou"

Nomsa:"hi"

Thato:"areyougood?"

Nomsa:"iam,you?"

Thato:"iam,youlookingwell."

Nomsa:"yeah,iamgettingdischargedtoday."

Thato:"that'sgoodnews"



Nomsa:"yeah,canihaveafavor?"

Thato:"anything"

Nomsa:"pleasetakemetomyhouse."

Thato:"areyoureadytostayalone?"

Nomsa:"ihavenochoice."

Thato:"comestaywithme,istayinCenturion."

Nomsa:"no,Thatoican't.."

Thato:"it'snotupfordiscussion."

Nomsa:"okaythen."

Thato:"fornow,letmegetyousomeclothes."

NomsanodsandThatogoestogetclothesfor

Nomsa.

Nomsaisleftthinkingabouthowlifejustchanged

inablinkofaneye.

*

*

Avela:"I'mdone,let'sgo."



Mamba:"already?Iwasstilltakingpictures."

Avela:"thenyou'lllookatthosepictures."

Mamba:"takeavideowhiledoingthoseexercises

andsendthemtomewhileIamaway."

Avela:"noproblem."

Mamba:"anywhereyouwanttogo?"

Avela:"let'shavesomefoodwhileIthink."

Mamba:"anywherespecificyouwanttogo?"

Avela:"spur"

Mamba:"let'sgo."

Mambahelpshergetinthecarandhedrives to

theMall,theymaketheirwaytoSpurandorder.

Waitress:"isn'tthatMightyMamba?"

Waitress2:"theonefromPretoria?"

Waitress:"yesbutwhatishedoinghere?"

Waitress:"hewasarrested,everythingwastaken

fromhim."

Waitress2:"howthemightyhasfallenfromgrace!"



Theylaughandservethemtheirfoodattheirtable.

Waitress:"hereyougo."

Avela:"thanks"

Waitress:"anythingyouneed,I'mallyours."

ShewinkslookingatMambaandwalksaway.

Avela:"yeahne!"

Mambachucklesandtheycontinueeating,Avela's

phoneringsandsheanswers.

Avela:"hello"

Tebogo:"howdareyou!"

Shegigglesandputsthephoneonloudspeaker.

Tebogo:"whereareyou?"

Avela:"out"

Tebogo:"whatabouttheyoga?"

Avela:"chill,weareonourway."

Tebogo:"it's11:30andyouarenothere"

Avela:"imcoming"



Tebogo:"andtellyourmantocallme"

Avela:"alright"

Tebogodropsthecallandtheylaugh.

Mamba:"Tebzahasdramafordays!"

Theylaughandcontinueeating.

Afterpayingthebill,Mambadrivestotheshooting

range.

*

*

Tebogo:"thosetwogotsomeexplainingtodo."

Sabelo:"wereyougonnagodressedlikethat?"

Tebogo:"duh!"

Zorrogetsinwithoutknockingandstopsonhis

tracksassoonasheseesTebogo.

Zorro:"whatthehell?"

Sasha:"myreactionwhenIsawhim."

Zorro:"dude!"



Hethenburstsoutlaughingandtheyjoinhim.

*

*

Thembi:"I'llbebacklatermombye."

Lindi:"okay,besafe"

ThembitakeshercarkeysanddrivestoJonathan's

place.

Jonathan:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Thembi:"wearegoingtoreleasesometension,let's

go."

Jonathan:"shootingrange?"

Thembi:"let'sgo."

Jonathangetsreadyandtheydrivetotheshooting

range.

Jonathan:"isthatwhoithinkitis?"

Thembi:"who?"

Jonathan:"lookunderthatbigtree"

Thembisquintshereyeslookingatthetree,it's



noneotherthanMambaandAvela.

Thembi:"great!Let'sgogreetthem"

Jonathansmilesandtheygetoutofthecar,they

walkupthem.

Jonathan:"whatdowehavehere?"

Theydon'tmindthemandcontinuewithwhatthey

weredoing.

Thembi:"heySmanga."

Mamba:"sure"

Thembi:"yougood?"

Avela:"heisasyoucansee,heisevenglowing."

Jonathan:"idon'tseeanyglow"

Avela:"thengetyoureyeschecked."

Thembi:"isecondJonathan"

Mamba:"Jonathan,how'syoursisterChantel?"

Jonathan:"howdoyouknowabouther?"

Mamba:"iknoweverything."



Jonathan:"areyouholdinghercaptive?"

Mamba:"no"

Jonathan:"Mambawherethehellismysister?"

Mamba:"idon'tknow,babyareyoustillokay?"

Avela:"yes,justthatIamfeelingsuffocated."

Mamba:"pleaseexcuseus"

Thembi:"it'safreearea,wegottherighttobe

everywhere."

Mamba:"okayyoucanpassandleaveusinpeace"

Avela'sphonebeepsandshechecksit,shebursts

outlaughingthenshowsMamba.It'sapictureof

Tebogo'sattire.Theylaughtoanextentwherethey

annoyThembiandJonathanandtheyleave.

*

*
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It'sbeen4dayssinceMamba,TebogoandLukeleft

forGhanaandlefttheotherstodealwithDregga.

Sabelo,ZorroandSenzoweremeetingwithDregga

atDregga'soldplaceatSoweto.

Sabelo:"thisplacebringsbackalotofmemories."

Zorro:"alotofbadshithappenedhere,Thabzinfirst

gotarrestedhere."

Senzo:"Mambaalmostmeetinghismaker."

Zorro:"ifthere'sanyonewhohassurvivedcar

accidents,bullets,beingstabbed.It'sMamba."

Sabelo:"yeahne,Soweto!"

Zorro:"weshouldcomebackandstayhere."

Senzo:"wearethemostwantedheresoifwecome



back,wewouldbesigningourdeathwish."

Zorro:"peopleherewhatourheads."

Sabelo:"especiallyinPimvilleyerr!"

Zorro:"andweshouldleaveDiepslootASAP."

Sabelo:"goingbacktoPTA?"

Zorro:"yes,nowlet'sgoturnheadsinRockville!"

TheylaughandgotoRockville,wherethere'llbe

meetingDregga.Hesentthemthelocationwhichis

nextto"Umzabalazo"andtheyfindhimwithhis

men,assoonastheygetoutofthecar,Dreggaand

hismenstartshooting.Theguysshootbackthen

Dreggashootsintheairsignallingthemtostopand

theydo.

Dregga:"andwemeetagain."

Zorro:"yeah,can'tsaywearehappytoseeyou."

Dregga:"whereisMamba?Iwasexpectingtosee

him."

Sabelo:"toobad,he'snothere"

Dregga:"ihearheisgettingmarried."



Senzo:"how'sthatanyofyourbusiness?"

Dregga:"ijustwonderwhyIamnotinvited."

Zorro:"becauseyouarenotneeded.Actually,arewe

herebecauseoftheweddingordiamonds?"

Dregga:"ilikeyoualready"

Zorro:"ohplease!"

Dregga:"iwantthediamondsandyouwillgiveme."

Sabelo:"andifwedon't?"

Dregga:"thenyoudieobviously."

Zorro:"soifwedie,wherewillyougetthem?Asfar

asiknow,youneedusalivetogetthediamonds."

Dregga:"sayswho?"

Sabelo:"weallknowit'struemos."

Dregga:"notonlydoiwantthediamond,alsothe

coke."

Theyguyslaughoutloudirritatinghim.

Senzo:"yougotjokesyoh!"

Dregga:"youeithergivemeorbloodwillbesplitall



overhere.I'llpaintthisplacewithyourblood."

Zorro:"thendoitbecauseifyoudon't,we'lluseyour

bloodfordecoration."

Dregga:"isthatathreat?"

Zorro:"no,it'safriendlyreminder."

Dregga:"itakeitasathreat."

Sabelo:"that'sonyou."

Dregga:"sinceMambaisacowardandsenthis

lapdogs,imightaswelldealwithyouguys."

Zorro:"calluslapdogsandIputabulletinyour

skull."

Dregga:"doit."

ZorrosidesmilesasheseesasnipperonDregga's

neck.Inlessthanafewseconds,Dreggaisdown

andtheguysstartshootingDregga'smenwhile

goingtotheircarandtheyspeedoff,theynotice

policecarsgoingtothedirectiontheycamefrom.

Zorro:"thisiswhatimissedaboutRockville."

TheyguyslaughanddrivetoPretoriatocheckifthe



housesarestillinorderandthey'llbeabletomove

intomorrow.

*

*

MeanwhileinGhana,everythingisgoingSouthas

thesuppliersarenowheretobefound,3ofthe

suppliersaredeadthen2aremissing.

Luke:"what'stheplanMamba?"

Mamba:"I'mstillthinking,thisisjustsofrustrating."

Tebogo:"tellmeaboutit!"

Mamba:"I'mthinkingwefindothersuppliers."

Luke:"butwheredowestart?"

Mamba:"wefirstgottafindwhosebehindthe3

deaths,ihaveafeelingit'sDregga."

Tebogo:"soundslikehim,it'shisstyle."

Luke:"wemanagedtotrackGeorgieTheGrenadeso

heshouldbeabletotelluseverythingbydawn."

Mamba:"it'sbeenalongdamn4days."



Tebogo:"whichhavebeenhell!"

Luke:"ihaveaquestionBoss,what'syourplanwith

Avela'smother?"

Mamba:"ifitwassomeoneelse,I'dhavelongkilled

thembutithadtobethepersonwhogavebirthto

thewomanilove.Yes,theymightnotgetalongbut

ifikillher,howwillifaceAvelaknowingI'mthe

personwhokilledhermother?"

Tebogo:"butshehastakenittoofar."

Mamba:"firstly,shetriedpoisoningher,then...hayi

it'stoomuchandshedoesn'trealizeshe'spushing

heraway,hurtingherintheprocess."

Luke:"justgetridofher."

Mamba:"ican'thurtAvelalikethat,killingher

mother?No"

Tebogo:"accidentshappen."

Mamba:"youmean...."

Tebogo:"I'mjustsaying."

*



*
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Mamba:"youwantustotemperwithhercar

brakes?"

Luke:"ithinkit'sagoodideabutMamba,thewomen

hasbeenagainstyousincedayone."

Mamba:"ijustdon'tknowwhattodo,forthefirst

time,iamblank!"

Tebogo:"okaythen,let'sbeatheratherowngame."

Tebogo:"meaning?"

Mamba:"justwaitandsee,aftermeetingGeorgieI'm



thinkingwefindsuppliersfromCongo."

Tebogo:"andthatwillquadruplethemoneywewere

makingwithoursuppliesfromhere."

Luke:"minaI'mstillconcernedaboutAvela's

mother."

Mamba:"ican'thandleitwhenshecries,imagine

lookingherrightintheeyeknowingthatIam

behindthedeathofhermother."

Tebogo:"hertearsareyourweakness?Howcute."

Mamba:"fuckyou.Ican'thandleseeingherin

tears."

Luke:"Bossmaniswhipped!"

Mamba:"y'allleaveme!"

*

*

Nosihle:"gogo?"

Gogo:"yintoni?"(what)

Nosihle:"wasitooharshonAvela?"



Gogo:"waytooharsh!"

Nosihle:"ijustcan'thelpit."

Gogo:"whatdidmambaeverdotoyou?"

Nosihle:"nothing."

Gogo:"whydoyouhatehimsomuch?"

Nosihle:"i..idon'thatehim.Heisjustnotgoodfor

mydaughter."

Gogo:"thedaughteryouaretalkingaboutisheavily

pregnantandshedoesnotneedstress."

Nosihle:"iknowthatb-.."

Gogo:"nobut,she'sgettingmarriednextweekso

shedoesn'tneedallthebadvibes."

Nosihle:"gettingmarriedNEXTWEEK?!"

Gogo:"yes"

Nosihle:"no!Mambaisnotgettingmarriedtomy

daughter."

Gogo:"yourdaughterwantstogetmarriedtohim."

Nosihle:"sheisbewitched!"



Gogo:"youneedGodandtobeadmittedtoan

asylum."

Nosihle:"Nombusogavebirth,weshouldgoseethe

baby."

Gogo:"iwon'tbeableto"

Nosihle:"why?"

Gogo:"I'llbehelpingAvelawiththewedding

preparationsasthere'llbe2weddings."

Nosihle:"2weddingsforwhat!"

Gogo:"traditionalandwhitewedding."

Nosihle:"Mambagotmoneytowaste."

Gogo:"he'swastingitonthepersonheloves."

Nosihle:"she'llgettiredofhimsoon,markmy

words!"

*

*

Mpumi:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"mmhithurts"



Shepointsherstomachandtheladiespanick.

Mihle:"ohmyGod!Whatdowedo?"

Siphesihle:"let'stakehertothehospital."

Avela:"mmhno,I'llbefine."

Mihle:"no,wedon'twantMambakillingus."

Mpumi:"let'shelpyouup."

SiphesihlecallsSgonondoandtheyhelpherstand

asshe'sscreaming.She'stakentoLifeFlora

Hospitalandadmitted.

Sgonondo:"isittimeforhertogivebirthalready?"

Sasha:"no,shestillhasonemonthtogo."

Sgonondo:"thenwhatwasthat?"

Theyshrug.

Sasha:"shouldwetellMamba?"

Mihle:"wedon'ttellhim,he'llbemadandwetell

him,hewillpanick."

Mpumi:"let'scallhim,Sgonondo."

SgonondotakeshisphonedialingMambabutit



takeshimtovoicemail.

Sgonondo:"voicemail"

Thedoctorapproachesthemandtheymeethim

halfway.

Doctor:"AvelaMazibuko?"

Siphesihle:"yes,howisshe?"

Doctor:"shesufferedfromBraxtonHicks

Contractions."

Sgonondo:"whatthehellisthat?"

Doctor:"itisthebody'swayofpreparingfor

labor,knownasfalselabourpains.Notallwomen

havethembutifyoudo,youusuallyfeelthem

duringthe2ndor3rdtrimester."

Sasha:"okay,canweseeher?"

Doctor:"followme."

TheyfollowtheDoctortoAvela'swardfindingher

brushinghertummy.

Mihle:"andyoudidn'twanttobetakentohospital."



Avelagiggleslookingaside.

Avela:"ifimayask,whatcausesthecontractions?"

Doctor:"haveyoubeenactivelately?"

Avela:"yes,doingpregnancyyoga."

Doctor:"I'dadviceyoutoslowdown.Anotherthing

whichmaycauseditishavingafullbladder,having

lotsofsex,dehydration."

Sasha:"forthesexpart,blameyourfiance."

Theylaugh,Senzo,SabeloandZorrogetin.

Zorro:"whathappened?"

Avela:"youtooyoungtounderstand."

Zorro:"too...toohehe!Nocomment!"theylaughand

thedoctorclesrshisthroat.

Avela:"sorry,whatcanIdotoeasethem?"

Doctor:"youcanchangeposition,liedownifyou

exercising.Thegynaewilltellyoueverythingthat

youneedtoknow."

Avela:"okay,whenamigoinghome?"



Zorro:"forgetthat,yousaidthatIamtooyoung!I'm

depressed!"

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:24] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert108

*

*

Avela:"don'tworry,youwillbefine."

Zorro:"athiimtooyoung!Yeahne!"

AvelagigglesandtheDoctordecidestokeepher

overnightforobservation.

Sasha:"doyouneedfood?"



Zorro:"youaskingher?Youwillregretit."

Avela:"uhm,ijustneedkota,juiceandchocolate."

Zorro:"butwhenit'sme,youaskforNandos,Pizza

andwhatnot."

Avela:"mycravingschangeeachday."

Zorro:"hayiyoushouldgivebirth."

Avela:"amonthleftandyou'llbabysit."

Zorro:"never!7babies?Yhuuandizi."

Sgonondo:"niyazalaAvelayerr!7ha.alet'shopeyou

won'tgetpregnantagain."

Avela:"fornow,7isenough."

Zorro:"thanksGod!"

Avela:"ahSashayouarestillhere?"

Sasha:"I'mout."

TheylaughasSasharushesout.

*

*



Spororo:"whenisthedoctorplanningtodischarge

y'all?"

Nombuso:"ithinktodaylater,wherearewegoingto

stay?"

Spororo:"inmyhouse."

Nombuso:"really?"

Spororo:"yeah"

Menzi,NosihleandZiziphogetinsidethewardwhile

Spororoleavesandgoestowhereheiskeeping

Azania.

Azania:"youagain."

Spororo:"yesbaby."

AzaniarollshereyescausingSpororotochuckle.

Azania:"uhm,caniaskyousomething?"

Spororo:"sure"

Azania:"whereisAvela?"

Spororo:"whatdoyoumean?She'syoursister."

Spororo:"yesbutwedon'thavethatbrother-sister



bond."

Azania:"doyouwishtohaveone?"

Spororo:"yesbuthowcanifaceheraftereverything

ihavedone?It'stoomuch."

Azania:"soyoudon'tknowwheresheis?Doesn't

shestayinPretoriakanti?"

Spororo:"lasttimeicheckedshewas.Mambagot

arrested,hispropertywasconfiscatedhayiit'sa

longstorybuttheydon'tstaythere.Ionceheard

momsayingyoucan'tvisitAvelabutshevisits

you."

Azania:"that'stoughbecauseIhopetoseeher."

Spororo:"for?"

Azania:"apologizeforallidid."

Spororo:"willsheforgiveyouthou?"

Azania:"idon'tknowbutIhopeshedoes."

*

*
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Azania:"idon'tknowbutIhopeshedoes."

Spororo:"tellyouwhat,I'lltrycallinghersowecan

meetthenyoualsojoinus."

Azania:"really?"

Spororo:"yesbutIamnotpromisinganything."

Azania:"okay,soUhmveleisshegettingmarried?"

Spororo:"yes,nextweek."

Azania:"guessMambaisreallyinlovewithher."



Spororo:"yes,ialsodidn'tbelieveitbutheprovedme

wrong."

Azania:"let'shopeit'llstaylikethat."

Spororo:"let'sleaveotherpeople'sbusiness,what

aboutus?"

Azania:"us?Isthereus?"

Spororo:"doyouthinkifetchedyoufromEastern

Capefornothing?"

Azania:"ithoughtyoufetchedmetodoyourdirty

worklikeinthepast."

Spororo:"no,ibroughtyouherebecauseIloveyou

Azania."

Azania:"no-..."

Spororo:"what'swrongwithmelovingyou?"

Azania:"iwantnothingtodowithloveanymore."

Spororo:"whynot?"

Azania:"boysplayedme,soI'mnotabouttogo

throughthatroadagain."



Spororo:"yesboysbutIamnotaboy,I'maman."

Azania:"afather."

Spororo:"yesbutIloveyouAzania."

Azanialooksdownandsighs

Spororo:"tellmeyoudon'tfeelthesamewayandI

willleaveyoualone."

Azanialooksdownplayingwithherfingersandshe

bitesherlowerlip.

*

*

AsMamba,TebogoandLukeweregettingreadyto

gomeetGeogieTheGrenade,Tebogo'sphonerings

andit'sZorro.

Tebogo:"Zorro"

Zorro:"sureTebza,uvauMamba?"(where'sMamba)

Tebogo:"withme,iseverythingokay?"

Zorro:"whythehellishenotansweringhisphone?"

Tebogo:"idon'tknowmaybethere'snosignal,is



everythingokaythere?"

Zorro:"putthecallonloudspeaker."Tebzadoesas

hesays.

Zorro:"Mamba?"

Mamba:"Zorro,what'sup?"

Zorro:"Avelaisinhospital."

Mamba:"what?Whathappened?Issheokay?"

Zorro:"chill,she'sokay."

Mamba:"thenwhatisshedoingthere?"

Zorro:"shehadwhatthedoctorcallsbraxtonHicks

contractions."

Luke:"whatthehellisthat?"

Zorro:"Lukeuthandaindaba!Anyways,thedoctor

describedthemasthebody'swayofpreparingfor

labour,knownasfakelabourpains."

Mamba:"issheokaythou?"

Zorro:"yeahsheis."

Mamba:"whereisshe?"



Zorro:"onthehospitalbed,doingwhatshedoes

bestwhichiseating."

Mamba:"voetsek,that'smywife.Pleasegiveherthe

phone."

Zorro:"noloveydoveyshitonmyphone."

Mamba:"itain'tshithawu."

Tebogo:"andalsoonmyphone."

ZorrochucklesandgivesAvelathephonewhile

Mambaputsthephoneoffloudspeaker.

Avela:"Sthandwasam."

Zorro:"ohherewego.."

*

*

Mihle:"Sphe,iseverythingcomingalong?"

Siphesihle:"it'sperfectthey'llloveit!"

Mihle:"theyhavenoreasonnottoloveitbecause

webehindeverything."

Sasha:"ialreadyloveit."



Zorro:"lovewhat?"

TheylookatateachotherthenbackatZorro.

Zorro:"imlistening..."

*

*
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DayspassedandMamba,LukeandTebogoare

back,theyaremovingtoPretoria.Allbagsare

alreadypackedinthecarsandallreadytogobut

theyarewaitingforAvelatofinisheating.

Zorro:"couldn'tyoueatinthecar?"



Avela:"no"

Zorro:"aiipregnancy!"

TheyalllaughwhileZorrosighs.

Tebogo:"7daysleftforthetraditionalweddingand

8daysleftforthewhitewedding!Can'twaittoget

wasted!"

Theylaughashedances.

Tebogo:"icanalreadyhearalcoholcallingmyname,

saying"Tebzacome,cometome."Damn!"They

laughagainashiseyesareclosed.

Avelafinisheseatingandshewashesthedishes

shewasusingandtheyallgoout.Sgonondolocks

thehouseandthecarsdriveout.

Avela:"imsogonnamissthisplace,especiallythe

kota."

**

Inafewhours,theyarealreadyinPretoriaandeach

drivetotheirownhouses.

Mambaparksthecarinthedrivewayandhelps



Avelagetoutofthecarandtakethesuitcasesin

thehouse.

Mamba:"homesweethome!"

Avela:"feelslikewearecomingfromavacation."

MambachuckleswhileAvelagiggles,shegoestosit

onthecouchwhileMambatakesthesuitcasesto

theirbedroomandhegoesbacktoAvela.

Mamba:"iseverythingcomingalongforour

wedding?"

Avela:"yes."

Mamba:"theweddingdress?"

Avela:"ifoundtheweddingdressiloveanditfits

evenwiththishugebelly.Thankstoyoufor

suggestingthatboutique."

Mamba:"it'sapleasure,anythingforyou."

Avela:"yoursuitsinorder?"

Mamba:"everythingissortedandalsothe

traditionalattires.Everythingisready."

Avela:"thankyou."



Mamba:"for?"

Avela:"everythingyouhavedoneforme,howwillI

everrepayyou?"

Mamba:"youdon'thaveto,thankyouforbeingmine

andcarryingmyminions.Iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Astheyareabouttokiss,Avela'sphonerings

disturbingthemmakingMambasighandAvela

gigglesandanswersherphone.

Avela:"hello"

Spororo:"hey,it'sSiphosethu."

Avela:"hey,yougood?"

Spororo:"yeahiam,andyou?"

Avela:"iamgood,iheardNombusogavebirth,

congratulations."

Spororo:"thankyou.IcalledbecauseofAzania."

Avela:"whatabouther?"

Spororo:"she'dliketoseeyou."



Avela:"why?"

Spororo:"forpeacesake."

Avela:"ayi,idon'tknowey."

Spororo:"takeyourtime,don'trush"

Avela:"okaythen.Bye"

Spororo:"byeandohtakecareofthebabies."

Avela:"iwill."

ShedropsthecallandlooksatMamba.

Mamba:"what?"

Avela:"SiphosethusaysAzaniawantstoseeme."

Mamba:"whatfor?"

Avela:"peace."

Mamba:"doyouwantto?"

Avela:"inallhonesty,isometimesfindmyself

missingherbecausewe'vebeenbestfriendsbut

thenwhenIthinkofthethingsshe'sdone.Ifind

myselfresentingher."

Mamba:"whateveryoudecidetodo,isupportit."



Avela:"thankyou."

Mambasmilesandkissesher.

*

*

Nosihle:"ma,amiinvitedtothewedding?"

Gogo:"no"

Nosihle:"whatwhy?Imhermother"

Gogo:"youdon'tactlikeitandtheydon'twantyouat

theirwedding."

Nosihle:"thenwhowillberepresentingher?"

Gogo:"me,Melusi,aunts,unclesandcousins."

Nosihle:"soimtheonlyonewhosenotinvited?Is

Siphosethuinvited?"

Gogo:"ithinkso,I'mnotsure."

Nosihle:"whythehellaminotinvited?"

Gogo:"doyouseriouslywanttoknow?"

Nosihle:"yes"



Gogo:"becauseduringthelobolanegotiationsyou

weresleeping,onyourdaughter'snegotiationsyou

aresleeping!"

Nosihle:"iwassick."

Gogo:"awwandthedayafteryouarehealthyasif

nothinghappened?"

Nosihlekeepsquiet.

Gogo:"soAveladidwellbynotinvitingyounx!"

Nosihle:"withorwithoutinvitationI'mgoing."

Gogo:"goodluckbecausesecuritywillbetight."

Nosihle:"damn!Avelacan'tmarrythatgangster."

Gogo:"wellsheis,likeitornot."

*

*

Tebogo:"whatareyou,Mihle,Mpumiupto?"

Siphesihle:"nothingwhy?"

Tebogo:"everybodycanseeyouareupto

somethingandsomehowZorroisalsoinvolved."



Siphesihle:"promiseyouwon'ttellAvelanor

Mamba?"

Tebogo:"whatwilligetinreturn?"

Siphesihle:"theniwon'ttellyouanything."

Tebogo:"okay,iwon'ttellthemanything."

Siphesihle:"sobeforethetraditional,weare

surprisingAvelawithabridalshowercombined

withababyshower."

Tebogo:"wow"

Siphesihle:"yes,everythingisinorder,Zorrosaid

he'llmakesureyouguysaren'tthere."

Tebogo:"sinceAvelaisgettingabridalshowerand

babyshower,wethrowingabachelorpartyfor

Mamba!"

Siphesihle:"okaybutnostrippers!"

Tebogo:"seeyoulater!"

Siphesihle:"Tebogonostrippers!"

Tebogo:"iloveyoumore."



Tebogotakeshiscarkeysandrushesout.

*

*
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It'sthedaybeforethetraditionalweddingand

familymembersfromAvela'ssidearealreadythere

assomearecomingtomorrow,everythingisgoing

well.Aveladoesn'tknowthatthegirlshaveplanned

thebridalandbabyshowerforherandtheguys

planningabachelorpartyforMamba.Sothegirls



haveplannedthebridalshoweratthemost

beautifulhotelinPretoriathenbabyshoweratthe

house.

Soit'sthebabyshowerfirstthenbridalshower.As

thecouplewasstillsleeping,Avela'sphonerings.

Avela:"hello."

Siphesihle:"girlwakeup!Wehavetogo."

Avela:"where?"

Siphesihle:"justwakeupandtellMambathatZorro

needsthemASAP."

SiphesihledropsthecallandAvelawakesMamba.

Mamba:"what?"

Avela:"youhavetoleave,Zorroneedsyou."

Mamba:"doIhaveto?"

Avela:"yes."

Theywakeupandmakethebedandgetready,as

theygodownstairs,Tebogogetsin.

Tebogo:"morningandbye"



HetakesMamba'shandandtheyleave.

Mamba:"what'sup?"

Tebogo:"you'llsee."

Backinthehouse,Avelaisleftdumbfounded.

Avela:"whatjusthappened?"

Gogo:"don'tmindit,let'sgofeedyou."

Avelasmilesastheygotothekitchen.

*

*

Siphesihle:"areyouguysdone?"

Mpumi:"yes"

TheydrivetoAvela'shousefindinghereating.

Mihle:"sorryeveryonebutwehavetosteal

uMakoti."

Avela'saunt:"youcan"

Mihle:"andalsothecousins."

Nothando:"wearegame!"



Theylaughwhiletheygoout.Firstly,theygotothe

spatreatmentandpamperthemselves

Avela:"youtookmefromthehousetobringme

here?"

Siphesihle:"there'sstillmore."

Avela:"andthatis?"

Mpumi:"don'tworryaboutit."

Avela:"okaaay."

Afterthewholepampering,theygotoWimpywhile

hercousinsgotothehoteltocheckoneverything

andeverythingisgoingaccordingly.

*

*

MambaandTebogoarriveatZorro'shouseand

thereseemstobeaparty.

Zorro:"hereisthemanofthemoment!"

Mamba:"whosepartyisthis?"

Senzo:"thismyfriendisjustanintroduction!"



Mamba:"introductionto?"

Roller:"justwaitandsee!"

Tebogo:"fornowjustrelax."

Sgonondo:"weknowthatyouworryaboutAvelabut

don't,she'sinsafehands."

Mamba:"okay,ify'allsayso."

Tebogo:"justtrustus"

Hethrowshimacanofbeerandhecatchesitthen

opensit.

Zorro:"that'smorelikeit!"Theylaughandcontinue

drinking.

*

*

AfterleavingWimpy,theygobacktothehouse,as

Avelaopensthedoor,herrelativesscream

SURPRISEandfromthelookonherface,shesureis

surprised.

Avela:"ohmyGod!It'ssobeautiful."



Siphesihle:"youlikeit?"

Avela:"no,iloveit,thankyousomuch."

Shewipeshertearsasshe'semotional.Everything

wassobeautiful,thethemealso.

Avela:"thankyouoncemore."

Theeldersleavethemtoenjoyandtheymakeher

sitonherdesignatedchairwritten"babymama"

Avela:"thecakelooksdelicious."

TheylaughandNjabulocutsapieceofcakeforher

andshe'sgivengifts.

Avela:"seemslikeyou'veplannedthisagesago."

Mihle:"yesandwenotyetdone."

Avela:"y'allwantmetofainttoday."

Mpumi:"we'dneverallowthat!"

Theylaughandenjoybeforetheygotothebridal

shower.

*

*



Azania:"idon'tthinkAvelawillforgivemeshame."

Spororo:"she'llcomearound,don'tworry."

Azania:"ihopeso."

Spororo:"soI'vebeeninvitedtotheweddings,can

youpleasebemyplusone?"

Azania:"I'dlovetobuthowwouldshefeelseeing

methere?"

Spororo:"I'dbelyingifisaidthatIknew."

Azania:"doyouthinkishouldgo?"

Spororo:"yeah.."

*

*

Zorro:"don'tgettoowastedastomorrowyouare

gettingmarried."

Sgonondo:"otherwisemamabowouldjustcancel

everythingifyouarelate."

Mamba:"I'mplanningnotto."

Sabelo:"goodboy."



Mamba:"fuckyou!"

MK:"nosleepingnexttoyourwifetoday."

Tshepo:"evenafterthetraditionalwedding,you'll

sleepnexttoherafterthewhitewedding."

Mamba:"let'shopeiwon'tdie."

MK:"whuudramaKing!"

Theylaughandcontinuehavingfun..

*

*

Backatthebabyshower,Siphesihleandothersare

countingminutestothebridalshowerandpoor

Aveladoesnotknowanything,she'sjustenjoying

thefoodandcompany.

Mihletakespicturesofherandeverybodygoesto

change.Shedoesn'tknowwhat'sgoingonbutshe

alsochangeswiththehelpofNothando.

Nothando:"you'vescoredyourselfbestfriends.All

this,itscreansexpensive!"

Avela:"thankyou"



Nothando:"nottoforgetyourhusband."

Avela:"I'mblessedtohavehim,I'llforeverbegrateful

forhavinghiminmylife."

Nothando:"ncooahbakithi!"

Theygiggleandgetdonethengodownstairs.They

drivetohotelandgotowhereeverythingwillbe

takingplace,malestrippersarealsoinvited.

Mihle:"welcometoyourbridalshower!"

Avela:"OhMyGod!"

*

*
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Nothando:"youinvitedstrippers?"

Mihle:"yeah"shesmirks.

Njabulo:"let'shopeyourhusband'sdon'tfindout

aboutthis."

Siphesihle:"they'llalsohehavingstrippersat

Mamba'sbachelorsmos."

Avela:"Smangaishavingabachelorparty?"

Mihle:"yesbutforgetthatandlet'shavesomefun!"

Adarkmuscledstripperwithoilalloverhisbody

walksuptoAvelaandstripsinfrontofhermaking

thegirlsscream.

Avela:"ohmyGod!Imtraumatized!"

ThegirlslaughandanotheronewalksuptoAvela

andtakesAvela'shandrunningitupanddownhis

abs.

Nothando:"whuulookatthesauce!"

Njabulo:"thehotness!"



Liyabona:"thejuiciness!"

Theygirlslaughwhilethestrippersputonashow

forAvela.

*

*

Mamba:"let'scallitanight,I'mtired."

Zorro:"imwithMambaonthisone.*

Tebogo:"onelastroundandtheyoungisstill

young!"

Senzo:"rememberwestillhavethingstodo

tomorrowafterthetraditionalweddingbeforehe

becomessomeone'slawfullyweddedhusband."he

winks.

Tebogo:"yeahyouright!Partyisoverpeoplebut

don'tworry,wecontinuingtomorrowlate."

Roller:"hellyeah!"

TheguyslaughandSabeloswitchesoffthe

music,somepeoplestartleavingwithalcoholand

somehidingitwhentheyleave



Mamba:"imissmyQueennow."

Luke:"youalwaysmissherbutyoucancallher."

Mamba:"notlikeineededyourpermission."

Tebogo:"uhyousortofdobecauseyourphoneis

withme."

Mamba:"andhowthehelldiditendupwithyou?"

Tebogo:"don'tworrysowhatdoyouwant?"

Mamba:"canipleasecallmywife?"

Tebogochucklesgivinghimhisphoneandhecalls

hisQueenbutit'sansweredbySiphesihle.

Siphesihle:"Avela'sphonehello."

Mamba:"where'smywife?"

Siphesihle:"awwMamba!Isityou?"

Mamba:"areyoudrunk?"

Siphesihle:"drunk?Me?Lol."

Mamba:"where'sAvela?"

Siphesihle:"insidehavingsomefunandrelax,she's

notdrinkingalcohol."



Mamba:"socanitalktoher?"

Siphesihle:"no,you'lltalktohertomorrow.Bye."

Mamba:"okay,tellheriloveher."

Siphesihle:"iwill!"

Mambadropsthecallshakinghishead.

Mamba:"yourwifeissomethingelseTebza!"

Tebogo:"let'shopetheywon'tbesufferingfrom

hangovertomorrow."

Theylaughandcallitanight.

*

*

Thefollowingdaywhichwasthetraditional

weddingandeverythingisgoingaccordingtoplan.

Theauntsbythefirecooking,unclesand

grandparentsdrinkingtraditionalbeer,whileinside,

theladiesaregettingdressedintheirtraditional

attirewhiletheguysaregettingdressedinTebogo's

house.

Sabelo:"yaboican'twaitforthisdaybutican'twait



fortonightevenmore!"

Mamba:"guesssomethingbigishappening

tonight?"

Tebogo:"verybig!"

Mamba:"hint?"

Tebogo:"no"

Mamba:"mxm,tsek!"

Theylaughandaseverythingisready.

Tebogo:"let'sgogetyourwifenow,traditionally!"

Mamba:"let'sgo."

Theygooutlookingallkindsofhandsome..

*

*

Gogo:"ohmyGod!Yougirlsarelookingbeautiful."

Mihle:"thankyoubutumakotitakesthecup."

Avela:"withthishugebelly?"

Mpumi:"makingyoutolookmorebeautiful."



Siphesihle:"youshouldgivebirth,wecan'twait."

Avela:"ican'twaitbutIamscared."

Gogo:"howmanyweeksareyouleftwith?"

Avela:"nextweek,I'llbe9months."

Siphesihle:"wecan'twait!"

TheylaughandhelpAvelaputonbeadsandgoout.

*

Allinall,everythingwentwell.Traditionally,Avelais

nowAvelaNkosi.

Mamba:"aren'tyoutiredofstanding?"

Avela:"youhavenoidea!"

Mamba:"comelet'sseat."

Mambahelpshersitandtheywatchpeople

dancing.

Avela:"thankyouforeverything."

Mamba:"now,ican'twaitfortomorrow."

Avela:"samehere."



JournalistsrushtothemandAvelarollshereyes

makingMambachuckleandtheytakepictures.

Mamba:"pleaseexcuseus?"

Theynodandtakepicturesforthelasttimeand

leavethem.

Mamba:"aren'tyouhungry?"

Avela:"youreadmymindanddon'tblameme,it's

yourbabies."

Mamba:"ididn'tsayanything.Willyoubefineon

yourownwhileImakeyoufood?"

Avela:"yesiwill."

Mambakisseshercheekandgoesinthe

house,Avelawatcheseveryoneastheyarehaving

funanditwarmsherheart.

Spororo:"heysis."

Avela:"hi"

Spororo:'nicewedding,it'sbeautiful.I'msure

tomorroweverythingWillbeexquisite."

Avela:"ohitdefinitelywill."



Theylaugh.

Spororo:"haveyouthoughtaboutwhatAzania

said?"

Avela:"canwenottalkaboutherplease?"

Spororo:"okay,andIseeyoudidn'teveninvite

mother."

Avela:"she'snotmymotherbutyours."

Spororo:"Ave-.."

Avela:"pleaseSethu,let'snottalkabouther."

Siphosethu:"okaysocanwetakeapicture?"

Avela:"sure"

Spororotakeshisphoneandtheytakepictures.

Avela:"what'sthenameofyourbaby?"

Spororo:"Alwande."

Avela:"it'ssocute."

Spororo:"thanksandIcan'twaittoseemyniecesor

nephews."

Avela:"youwillafteriseeAlwande."



Spororo:"fornow,you'llseeherpictures."

SpororoshowsherthepicturesandMambabrings

heraplateoffood.

Mamba:"heySpororo."

Spororo:"brotherin-law,bye."

Avela:"bye"

HestandsupandfistbumpswithMambaand

MambagivesAvelathefood.

Avela:"youarealifesaver."

Mamba:"ngiyakuthanda."

Avela:"ngiyakuthandanami."

Tebogo:"mycouple!"

Senzo:"nowthisiswhatIcallatraditionalwedding."

Zorro:"thebestinPretoria!"

Avela:"thankyou."

Tebogo:"thetraditionalbeermakesmystomach

funny,ineedHennesseybafethu!"

Senzo:"ineedCirocyohotherwiseI'llhavearunny



stomachandIcan'thavethattonight."

Tebogo:"tonightisveryspecial!"

TheguyschuckleandAvelaisenjoyingthemeat.

*

*
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It'sthenighttheguyshavebeeneagerlywaitingfor,

thebachelorparty.

Thetraditionalweddingisstillgoingonoutsidebut

MambaandAvelaareinthebedroomchanginginto

comfortableclothes.



Avela:"iheardtheguysaretakingyouout."

Mamba:"yes,toonlyGodknowswhere.Willbeokay

onyourown?"

Avela:"yesandyoushouldgonow."

Mamba:"alright.Iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mambakissesherthenleaves,hebumpsintothe

girlscarryingjunkfoodgoingtotheirbedroomand

helaughsshakinghishead.Hegoestothelounge

findingtheguyswaitinghim.

Sabelo:"finally!Wehavebeenwaitingforages."

Mamba:"haisuka!"

Tebogo:"nowcanwepleasego?"

Zorro:"yebo!"

TheytakecarkeysanddrivetoSgonondo'shouse

thistimewherethepartywillbe.

Zorro:"whySgo'shouse?"

Tebogo:"someofusaremarriedsowewon'thave



nakedgirlsinhouses."

Mamba:"nakedgirls?"

Senzo:"let'sjustgoin."

Theygetinfindingnakedgirlsparadingaround,

alcoholallover.

Roller:"awuMambayoumadeit."

Tebogo:"okay,igotanannouncementtomakeguys

sopleasekeepquiet."

MKswitchesoffthemusicandtheyallturntheir

attentiontoTebogo.

Tebogo:"sothispartyisforourmainmanMamba,

heisgettingmarriedtomorrowandhislastdayasa

freemanwellnotcompletelyfreebecauseheis

traditionallymarriedbutyouknowwhatImean.I

ain'tgotmuchtosaybutlet'spartypeopleandhim

toenjoythisnight!"

Ladies:"yeah!"

*

*



Nosihle:"mxm,it'sagoodthingIwasnotinvited.

Theweddingwasugly,idon'tknowwhypeopleare

makingafussaboutit."

Shesayslookingattheweddingonsocialmedia

rollinghereyes.

Nosihle:"guessimtheonlyonewhowasnot

invited."

*

*

Thedayeveryonehasbeenwaitingfor,thedayour

coupleissaying"ido"theweddingday.

Theweddingwastakingplaceatthebotanical

gardensandeverythingisgoingsmooth.Theguys

gettingreadyintheirownhotelroom.

Tebogo:"igiveittoyou,yougottaste."

Mamba:"yeah,iknow."

Tebogo:"fuckyou."

Mamba:"takestwo."

Tebogo:"whatthehell?Wannagoallgayonme



now?"

Mamba:"maybe."

Tebogo:"iknowthatIamhandsomebutIdon'twant

mamakaunknownkillingme."

Zorro:"andI'llhelpher."

Mamba:"Ijustcan'twaittoseeherinherwedding

dress."

Senzo:"chill,youwon'tdie."

Mamba:"youknow,iwishmyparentswerehere."

Senzo:"toseetheirsongettingmarriedtothelove

ofhislife."

Tebogo:"theyarewatchingoveryou,veryproud."

Mamba:"whichremindsmethatIhavenotbeen

visitingtheirgraves,maybetheyarethinkingthatI

haveaboundedthem."

Tebogo:"youshouldgo."

Mamba:"yeah,I'llalsotakeAvelaifshewon'tmind."

Zorro:"trustmeshewon'tmind."



Mamba:"now,let'sgogetmywife."

Luke:"ialsoshouldfindawifesoAvelawillplanthe

weddings."

Mamba:"hayi"

Zorro:"andalsotheotherwivestoplanthebaby

shower,bridal,engagementandallthat."

Tebogo:"lol"

Theylaughanddofinaltouchesanddrivetothe

BotanicalGardens.

*

Sasha:"justcamefromthevenueanditisso

breathtaking!Makesmewannagetmarried."

Theyalllaugh,themakeupartistsaredonewiththe

bridesmaidsandbride,theyhelpAvelawiththe

weddinggown.Sheoptedforsandalssinceshe

can'twearheelsbecauseofthebelly,the

bridesmaidsgetdoneandGogogetsinalongwith

heraunts.

Gogo:"ohmyGod,youlooksobeautiful."



Aunty1:"likeanangel."

Avela:"angelwithahugebellylikemine?"

Theylaughandsit.

Siphesihle:"we'llgiveyouspace."

Gogo:"no,pleasestay.Youneedtohearthis.Iam

happythatAvelafoundfriendsactuallymorethan

sistersinyouguys.I'veseenthewaythatyouguys

lookateachother,withloveandcare.Pleasestay

likethatanddon'tbetrayeachother."

Mihle:"wewon't."

Aunty1:"somepeoplearenothappywithyour

marriage,pleaseprayanddon'tallowthemtomake

youfight.Stormsarecoming,staystrongandnever

letgo.BelieveinGod,everythingelsewillfollow."

Avela:"iwillandthankGod."

Mpumi:"canweholdhandsandpray?"

Theydoandpray.

Aftertheprayer,theystandupandfixthemselves

andgetreadytogotothevenue.



*

*

Atthematrimonialarea,theguyshavearrived

makingonehellofanentrancetogettheguestsin

themood.

Zorro:"thisisperfect!"

Afterafewminutes,thebridesmaidsmadetheirway

in,thewaytheyweresobeautiful,itassured

everyonethatthebridewasbreathtaking.

ThebandthatwasinvitedplayedWhyIloveyouby

Major.

"Ifoundloveinyou

AndIhavelearnedtolovemetoo

NeverhaveifeltthatIcouldbeallthatyousee

It'slikeourheartshaveintertwinedintotheperfect

harmony."

Avelamadeherwayinwithherfatherwalkingher

downtheaisle,makingtheguestsstandupsmiling,



hereyeslandedonhersoontobehusbandwho

wasinanavybluetuxedo,tearsfellfromhereyes

andsmiled.Mambalookedatherandhecouldn't

containhimself,hesmiledandTebogopattedhis

back.

"ThisiswhyIloveyou

OohthisiswhyIloveyou

Becauseyouloveme

Youloveme

ThiswhyIloveyou

OohthiswhyIloveyou

Becauseyouloveme

Youloveme."

Theladieswereemotionalmakingtheguyschuckle.

MelusihandedhertoMamba.

Melusi:"breakherheart,ichopoffyourpenisand

feedittomydogs."

EverybodylaughedandMelusiwenttotakehisseat.



Pastor:"whatabeautifulentrance,itwasbeautiful

andemotional.Wearegatheredheretowitnessthe

matrimonialofSmangaNkosiandAvela

Mazibuko,isthereanyonewhofeelsthatthesetwo

shouldnotgetmarried,speaknoworforeverhold

yourpeace."

ItwentquietandMambasmiled.

Pastor:"ibelievethatourcouplehaswrittentheir

ownvows,maythegroomgofirst."

TebogohandshimtheringandtakesAvela'shand.

Mamba:"iwanttospendtherestofmylifewith

you,ivowtotakecareandloveyouforaslongwe

shalllive,theveryfirsttimeisawyou,ilovedyou.I

cansafelysay,itwasloveatfirstsight.Itakeyou

withallyourfaultsandstrengths,ivowtohelpyou

whenyouneedhelpandturntoyouwhenineed

help.Ivowtoloveyouinsicknessandinhealth,

goodorbad,richorpoor.Withthisring,itakeyouto

bemylawfullyweddedwife,myshouldertocry

on,myheartowner,myfriend.Fromthisday

forward,tilldeathdousapart.IloveyouAvela."



Heslidtheringinherfingerthenkissedherhand

andwipedhertears.

Avela:"itakeyoutodayasmycomforter,someonei

lovewholeheartedly,mysupportsystem,ivowto

loveyouingoodorbadtimes,toloveandholdonto

inhealthandsickness,richnessorpoorer,iwill

alwaysbebyyourside.Withthisring,itakeyouto

bemylawfullyweddedhusband,myknightin

shiningamour(sniffs).IloveyouSmanga."

Sheslidstheringinhisfingerandtheysmileat

eachother.

Pastor:"withthepowerinvestedinme,inow

pronounceyouashusbandandwife.Youmaykiss

thebride."

Smangaremovestheveilandtheykiss.

Pastor:"ladiesandgentlemen,inowpresenttoyou,

MrandMrsNkosi."

Womenululatedandeveryonedanced.Itstarted

rainingmakingthewomenululateevenmore.

Tebogo:"yourweddingisblessed."



Theysmiledandthebabiesstartedkicking,Avela

placedMamba'shandonherbelly.

Mamba:"ngiyakuthanda."

Avela:"youmademethehappiestwomanalive,

ngiyakuthandanam."

*

Journalist:"ladiesandgentlementhatwasthe

beautifulweddingofnotoriousgangster,Smanga

akaMightyMambaNkosiandAvelaNkosi,their

weddingissureblessed,thebirdsarechirping,

sunnyanditevenrained.ThisisMphoNkambule

reportingfromBotanicalGardens,Pretoria."

*

*
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Thato:"whatabeautifulwedding."

Nomsa:"yeah"

ShesaidchangingthechannelandThatochuckles.

Nomsa:"youknow,iwasoncepartofthe

preparationsandIwasthemaidofhonor."

Thato:"thenyoumetNdumiso."

Nomsa:"ican'tbelieveIwassonaïve."

Thato:"ihatetosayitbutItoldyouthatheisnot

whoyouthinkitis."

Nomsa:"pleaseTee,notnow."

Thato:"okaysorry."

Nomsa:"whereishe?"

Thato:"he'sadrugaddictnow."

Nomsa:"mmh,whydidhedothistome?"



Thato:"eish.."

Nomsa:"ineedtoknow."

Thato:"becauseofyourdeceasedhusband."

Nomsa:"my...Thabani?"

Thato:"yes."

Nomsa:"whatdidhedotohim?"

Thato:"uhyohit'salongstory."

Nomsa:"igottime."

Thato:"andidon't,ihavetogo."

Thatotakeshiscarkeysandrushesout.

Nomsa:"Thato!"

*

*

Aftertakingpicturesandallthat,thewedding

festivitycontinuedandthecouplewenttoSheraton

hotel,Mambahadpreparedacandlelightdinnerfor

thebothofthem.

Avela:"ohmyGod,thisisbeautiful."



Mamba:"I'mgladthatyouloveit."

Avela:"thankyouforeverythingSmanga."

Mamba:"andthankyouforbeingmine.Nowlet'sgo

takeashowerfirst."

AvelanodsandMambaundressesherandAvela

doesthesame.Theygotothebathroomandgetin

theshower.

Mamba:"baby?"

Avela:"hubby."

Mamba:"ilovethesoundofthat."Hekissesher

neckmakinghergiggle.

Mamba:"iknowthepastfewdaysyouhavebeen

busyandbarelyhadtimetorest,youmaybehave

plannedtoresttonighttilltomorrowbutplease

accompanymetomyparentsgravestomorrow?To

putcleanflowersandallthat."

Avela:"I'dloveto."

Mamba:"really?"

Avela:"yes,wecandoitmoreregularly."



Mamba:"thankyoubaby."

Avelasmilesandkisseshischest.

Aftershowering,theygetdressedincomfortable

clothesandhavethedinnerthencallitanight.

*

Thefollowingday,theygotreadytogobacktotheir

house,theybookedoutofthehotelandwenttothe

housefindingthefamily.

Zorro:"ifitisn'tourglowingcouple!"

MambachuckleswhileAvelasmiles.

Avela:"sowhatareweeating?"

Luke:"no'goodmorning'nyanake?"

Avela:"hayiwethu,iamhungry."

Tebogo:"didn'tyourhusbandfeedyoukanti?"

Avela:"hedidbutthetravelingmademehungry."

Theyalllaughedastheysatdown.

Sasha:"whatwouldyoulikehave?"

Avela:"everythingyougothereexceptforeggs."



Sgonondo:"that'swhathappenswhenyoucarry

septuples."

Mamba:"leavemywifealonetu."

Avela:"yeah,leavehiswifealone."

Theylaughandhavebreakfast.

*

*

Azania:"howwasthewedding?"

Spororo:"itwasfun,sorryicouldn'ttakeyouwith

me."

Azania:"iunderstandthatshewantsnothingtodo

withme."

Spororo:"don'tworry,she'llcooldown."

Azania:"yeahihopeso.Theweddingissuregoing

tomakeheadlines."

Spororo:"italreadydid."

Azania:"thatwaseverygirl'sdreamwedding."

*



*

Aveladressedinalongdressandsandals,Mamba

injeans,T-shirtandsneakersandMambadroveto

thegraveyardbutfirstboughtfreshflowersand

madetheirwaytotheirgraves.Theytakeoutthe

toolsandcleanandAvelahelpshim.

Mamba:"nobaby,youdon'thaveto."

Avela:"I'mnothandicappedbesidesIdon'tmind."

Mambasmilesandlet'sherbe,aftercleaningtheir

gravestheyputfreshflowers.

Mamba:"momanddad,todayicamewithyour

daughterinlaw,iknowthatyouguyswouldhave

lovedherbecauseshesurelymakesmehappyand

she'scarryingmyminions.She'severythingi

wantedandmore.Iknowihaven'tbeenvisitingyou

guysandIamsorry,wewillvisityoumoreoften,I'll

becomingalongwithher."hetakesadeepbreath

closinghiseyesandAvelaholdshishand.

Mamba:"mayyoursoulscontinuerestinginpeace.I

alwayswillloveyou."



Assunnyasitwas,itstartedrainingandtheysmiled.

Avela:"ouch!"shesaysholdingherbelly.

Mamba:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"aah!Mywat.erbrokeaah."

Mamba:"ohmyGod!Willyoubeabletowalk?"

Avela:"uhm,yeahkissmeaahfirst."

Mambalooksathersurprised.

Avela:"kissme!!"

Mambacupsherfaceandkissesher.

Avela:"nowaaahlet'smmhgo."

Mambadecidestocarryhergentlyandrushesto

thecarandspeedstothehospital.Luckilybythe

entrance,hespotsanurseandcallsoutforhelp.

Thenursebringsawheelchairandtheyplaceher

gentlyandshe'stakentothelabourwardwhilehe

callstheladies.

*

*
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Doctor:"push!Youcandoit."

Avela:"icant!Smangaican't!"

Shesayscryingsqueezinghishandtightly.

Mamba:"yesyoucansthandwasam."

Shehasalreadydelivered2so5left.

Mamba:"takeadeepbreathandlet'stryagain."

AvelanodsandtakesadeepbreathandMamba

wipesherforeheadandgivesitonemoretry.

*



*

Tebogo:"iwonderwhat'sgoinginthere.Let'shope

shewon'tfaint."

Zorro:"whatwouldmakeherfaint?"

Tebogo:"givingbirthto7babies?Yhuu!"

Mihle:"ijustcan'twaittoseethebabies."

Tebogo:"let'smakeabet."

Senzo:"okaaay?"

Tebogo:"iftheyareboys,yougirlstakeusfor

shopping."

Siphesihle:"ifit'sgirls,youguystakeusfor

shoppingandcook."

Tebogo:"it'sadeal!"

Theyallshakehandsandlaugh.

*

*

Afterhoursofpushing,Avelagavebirthtohealthy7

bouncingbabies.



Avelahadpassedoutafterdeliveringthe7thbaby

andoneofthenurserubbedointmentonMamba's

handandwrappeditwithabandage.

Mamba:"willshebeokay?"

Nurse:"yes,she'sjusttiredbutshe'llhavetowakeup

andseethebabies."

Theguysgotinwiththeladiesandwalkedupto

Avela.

Sabelo:"wherearethebabies?"

Zorro:"whyisshesleeping?"

Senzo:"whathappenedtoyourhand?"

Mamba:"whuutoomanyquestions?"

Allofthem:"JUSTANSWER!!"ThatmadeAvela

wakeup.

Avela:"whatisgoingon?"

Tebogo:"wherearethebabies?"

Onthatnote,nursesgotinwithbabieswhowere

cleanedup.



Zorro:"finally!"

Theyhandedthebabiestothenewlyparents.

Nurse:"congratulations,it's7boys."

Tebogo:"yeah!Wewin!"

Helooksatthegirlsandtheylaughed.

Avela:"ohmyGod,theylooklikeme."

Mamba:"don'tgetholdofyourself."

Theyallsharealaughter.

Sgonondo:"haveyouthoughtofnames?"

Tebogo:"ssh,waitsincetheyare7,caninamethe

7thone?"

Mamba:"like,iname3,mybabenames3andyou

namethelastone?"

Tebogo:"yep"

Avela:"okayidon'tmind."

Mamba:"okay,it's

Kungentando,Kwandokuhle,Lukhanyo."

Avela:"ncooah,ilovethem."



Mpumi:"theyarebeautiful,yourturn"

Avela:"it'sNhlanhla,ThandolwethuandNjabulo."

Tebogo:"beautifulbutnowtimeforthegrandname.

"

Theylaughlookingathim.

Tebogo:"uhm,Enzokuhle."

Zorro:"notthatbad."

Tebogo:"voetsek,it'sthebest."

Theylaughandagreeonthenames.

GogoandMelusigetinandrushtothebabies.

Sasha:"ibetthatthesebabieswillbespoiledas

hell."

Tebogo:"it'sagoodthingtheirparentsgotmoney

sowewon'tbecontributingtobuyingnappiesand

milk."

Theylaughandcontinuespendtimeinthewardtill

Avelahadtorest.

*



Tebogo:"thegirlsaretakingusshopping!"

Zorro:"ican'twait!"

Senzo:"andwebuyingexpensiveclothesmorethan

theirGucciandLVbags"

Sabelo:"webreakingtheirbankbalance!"

Siphesihle:"ohmygosh!"

Luke:"yourspermsarestrongey,7boys!"

Theysharealaughter

Sasha:"noteven1girlke?"

Mamba:"nah!"

*

*
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Aweekhaspassedandthecouplehasbeencoping

wellwiththekidsandthefriendshavebeenhelping

hereandthere,nottomentionthatMambahasbeen

handsondeckfatherfromchangingdiapers,

wakingupatnightbuthe'sscaredofbathingthem.

Sotheywereintheirbedroomdressingthenup.

Avela:"pleasepassmethesocks?"

Mambathrowsthemtoherandtheyhitherface,

theylaughandcontinuewithwhattheyweredoing.

Afterallthat,theyallmaketheirwaytothelounge

andthefriendsgetin.

Tebogo:"abazalitheparents!"

TheylaughandsitwhileZorroandLukemakefood.

Sabelo:"thebabiesshouldhavebeengirls,theyare

socute."

Sasha:"istillcan'tdifferentiaebetweenthem."



Sgonondo:"metoo,theyhavebeenhereforalmosta

weekbutIcan'ttellwhoisNtando,Kuhleor

Thandolwethu."

Avela:"younotalone."

Siphesihle:"haaaevenyoumamawabocan'tseethe

difference?"

Avela:"strangely,yes.OnlySmangacan."

Mamba:"I'mtheirfatherafterall!"

Hesaysshruggingandtheylaugh.ZorroandLuke

serveeveryone.

Senzo:"wesupposedtoeatthis?"

Zorro:"didyoucook?Nosojustshutupandeat."

ItwasnoodlessotheyeatwhileTebogoorders

pizza.

Sabelo:"littlemightymambas."

Zorro:"littlesnakes."

Avela:"youwillleave."

Tebogo:"hawu,theirfatherisaMambahencesnake



sotheyarelittlesnakes."

Mamba:"voetsekhambani(leave)"

Tebogo:"lol."

Zorro:"iforgettheirnamessoyoushouldputname

tags."

Tebogo:"letmedoitnowandIwillusedifferent

colors."

Mamba:"that'ssounnecessary."

Avela:"imnotgonnacommentshame."

Sgonondo:"notthatyourcommentmattersthou."

Avela:"uzohamba"(you'llleave)

Sgonondo:"imsorry."

Tebogowrotethenamesstartingfrom

KungentandotoEnzokuhle.

Siphesihle:"Kungentando,Kwandokuhle,Lukhanyo,N

hlanhla,Thandolwethu,NjabuloandEnzokuhleNkosi

yohtheyaretoomanythatIalmostrunoutof

breath!"



Theylaughandsmilelookingatthem.

Luke:"it'sbettertheyain'tugly."

Avela:"dowelooklikethetypetogivebirthtougly

kids?"

Senzo:"weneverknow."

Tebogo:"theyshouldgrowupquicklysowecan

sendthemtoshops."

Mamba:"y'allmad!"

Zorro:"whoshouldwesendthen?"

Mamba:"idon'tknow,kidsfromthestreets."

Tebogo:"theuglyonesne?"

Mamba:"yeahandgivethemR1."

Sgonondo:"nahtheydeserve50c."

Avela:"sostingy."

Sgonondo:"50cisalotofmoneyyerr!Iworkhard

forit."

Thepizzaarrivesandtheystarteatingwhilethe

minionsweresleeping.



Tebogo:"aftereating,iamwakingthemup."

Avela:"don'ttu,weneedsomerest."

Tebogo:"youwillrestwhilewetakecareofthem."

Avela:"really?"

Tebogo:"yeah"

Avela:"thankyousomuch."

Tebogo:"surethingmancane."

Avela:"mancane?"

Tebogo:"incaseyoudidn'tnotice,youarethe

youngesthere."

Avelafrownsmakingthemlaugh.

*

*

Nosihle:"mmh,soshefinallygavebirthey."

Gogo:"yeah"

Nosihle:"boysorgirls?"

Gogo:"boys."



Nosihle:"howisshehandling7babies?"

Gogo:"herhusbandishelpingandtheirfriends."

Nosihle:"ishouldbehelpingher."

Gogo:"youknow,shehascutyouoffherlife."

Nosihle:"howdoyouknow?"

Gogo:"iheardhertellingSiphosethuthatyounot

hermother."

Nosihle:"what?"

Gogo:"I'dalsosaythesameifiwereher,theway

youhavebeentreatingher."

Nosihle:"howwasitreatingher?"

Gogo:"likeyoudidn'tgivebirthtoher."

Nosihle:"becauseidi-..Ishouldapologize."

Gogo:"idoubtshe'dwanttoseeyou.Youhadthat

chancebeforethedowrybutno."

Nosihle:"mxm,maybeishouldbuythekids

somethingasagift."

Gogo:"Idoubttheylackanything.Theyhave



everything."

Nosihle:"imtryinghere!"

Gogo:"mxm,selophixiphixi."(youahypocrite)

Nosihle:"I'mgoingtoreunitewithmydaughter."

Gogo:"youarehighwenashame."

*

*
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Nosihle:"uhm,mamacaniasksomething?"



Gogo:"ask"

Nosihle:"canihaveAvela'shouseaddress?"

Gogo:"why?"

Nosihle:"iwanttotoseethebabies."

Gogo:"don'tworry,I'llshowyoutheirpictures."

Nosihle:"no,ineedtoseethemfacetoface."

Gogo:"youarenotallowedthere."

Nosihle:"ihavetoseeher,she'smydaughterand

mygrandsons."

Gogo:"remembersayingyouareagrandmotherto

Sethu'ssononly?"

Nosihle:"ididn'tmeanit."

Gogo:"youarenotwantedthere!Andno,youwon't

gettheaddress."

Nosihlestormstothekitchentakingaknifeand

goesbacktothekitchenandpointsatgogo.

Nosihle:"tellmetheaddress!"

Gogo:"no"



Nosihle:"I'llkillyou."

Gogo:"killme,I'dratherdieknowingitriedprotecting

Avela."

Nosihle:"she'snotevenyourgrandchildsowhythe

hellareyouprotectingher?"

Gogo:"what?"

Nosihle:"ididnotgivebirthtothatthing!"

Gogo:"thenwhodid?"

Nosihle:"Nompilo."

Gogo:"whoisthat?"

Nosihle:"youwon'tknowherbesidesIkilledher."

Gogo:"doesMelusiknow?"

Nosihle:"anddarebreathawordtohim,iwillkillyou

thewayikilledNompilo."

Gogo:"youareheartlessrhaa!"

Nosihlescratchesherarmwiththeknifeand

watchesitasitoozesblood.

Gogo:"Nosihle!"



NosihlerunsupstairsandGogousesitasachance

totakeherphoneandrushesout,pooroldwoman

can'tevenrun.Shehidesbehindthebigtreeand

callsAvela.

*

AdisturbingcallwakesAvelaandit'sgogo.

Avela:"myfavoritelady"

Gogo:"help!Shewantstokillme."

Avela:"what?Calmdowngogo,whowantstokill

you?"

Gogo:"Nosihle,shethreatenedme.Iamnotsafe

Avela."

Avela:"okay,whereareyou?"

Gogo:"stillintheareahidingbythetrees."

Avela:"okaystayput,I'llaskSmangatofetchyou"

Gogo:"hurrybeforeshefindsme."

Avelsdropsthecallandrushestothelounge

barefootfindingtheguysfeedingtheminions.



Sasha:"andthen?Youthoughtthey

disappeared?"theylaugh

Avela:"no,gogoisindanger."

Mamba:"whatsortofdanger?"

Avela:"Nosihlewantstokillher."

Zorro:"Nosihlebeingyourmother?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"whereisshe?"

Avela:"bytheareainthetrees."

Mamba:"tellhernottomove."

Tebogo:"y'allgoandwewillwatchthebabies."

Zorro:"onewouldswearyouaddictedtothem."

Theylaugh,MambahandsThandolwethutoAvela

whileZorroandLukehandtheotherstoSiphesihle

andSasha.TheytakeSgonondo'sfortunerand

drivetoWingate.

Luke:"ZorrogotoNosihle'sneighborhoodanddrive

slowly."Lukenodsandfollowsinstruction,theyspot



herbusyonthephoneandtheyparkthecarrushing

toher.

Mamba:"gogo?"Thatfrightensherandshejumps

holdingherchest.

Mamba:"I'msorryforscaringyou."

Gogo:"Smanga,I'msohappytoseeyoupleasehelp

mebeforeshekillsme."

Mamba:"let'sgetoutofhere."

Theyleadhertothecarandgetin,astheyareabout

todriveoff,theyspotNosihlecarryingaknife

lookingaroundandtheyspeedoffgoingtothe

house.TheygetinandAvelagivesThandolwethuto

Mambaandrunstogogoandtheyhug.

Avela:"areyouokay?"

Gogo:"yesiam."

Zorrocleansoffthebloodandputsabandage

Gogo:"thankyoumyson.Itendtoforgetyourname,

youare?"

Zorro:"ZolanibutknownasZorroma."



Gogo:"ohyeah,ZolaniI'msorryit'soldage."

Zorro:"iunderstand."

Avela:"whathappenedgogo?"

Gogo:"Nosihlewantedtokillmebecauseshe

wantedyouraddressandIrefusedtogiveyou."

Avela:"what?"

Nosihle:"andshemadeashockingrevelation.".

Avela:"whatrevelation?"

Gogo:"she'snotyourbiologicalmother."

Avela'seyespoppedoutandbabyNjabulocried,

MihlehandedherovertoAvela.

Avela:"whosemybiologicalmotherthen?"

Gogo:"shesaidit'sNompilo."

Tebogo:"whathappenedtoher?"

Gogo:"Nosihlekilledher."

Avela:"wow."

Youcantellfromhervoicethatshe'shurt.



Zorro:"eitherthanthat,don'tworryabout

Nosihle,yoursoninlawanduswillprotectyou."

Gogo:"ngiyabonga."(thankyou)

*

*

Lindi:"whatawedding."

Thembi:"mxm"

Lindi:"jealousydoesn'tsuityou."

Thembi:"shewasnotthatbeautiful."

Lindi:"withthatbigbelly,shewasturningheads."

Thembi:"mxm."

Lindi:"eventhemediasaysso."

Thembi:"themedialikesexaggerating."

Lindi:"youareturninggreen."

Thembi:"I'mnotjealous!"

Lindi:"seemsyouare."

*



*

Nomsa:"Tee,pleasetellmeeverything."

Thato:"no"

Nomsa:"Thatoplease."

Thato:"yourhusbandwasgayNomsa,fuckinggay!!"

Hesnapped.

Nomsa:"what?"

Thato:"hewasusingyouasacoverup."

Nomsa:"nonotmyThabani.Nothim."

Thato:"youwantedthetruth?Itoldyou,Ndumisois

alsogay.Theyfuckedbackinthedays."

Nomsa:"Ndumisofuckedmeandmyhusband?

Wow!"

Thato:"therest,youcanaskyourexfriends."

Nomsa:"theyknew?"

Thato:"yes."

Nomsa:"howdaretheyhidesomethinglikethis

fromme?Ishouldpaythemavisit."



Thato:"nodon't.Ndumisoistoblamenotthem."

Nomsa:"theyshouldhavetoldme."

Thato:"theydidn'tknow,Ndumisowantedrevenge

andyouwerethebait."

Nomsa:"ohmyGod!Heplayedme."

Thato:"ihatetosayitbutyes."

Nomsa:"wheredoievenstarttoapologize?"

Thato:"tellthemeverything,A-Z."

Nomsasighs...

*

*
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*

*

Asthehappyfamilywashavingbreakfastthatwas

preparedbyGogo,aknockdisturbedthem.

Tebogo:"let'skeepquietandpretendwearenot

here."hesayswhisperingandtheylaugh.

Gogo:"why?"

Tebogo:"wedon'thaveenoughfoodtocatervisitors

whichareunwanted."

Lukedoesn'tmindhimandgoestoopenfinding

Nomsawhowasdressedintracksuitsandsnug

boots.

Luke:"eeh,yohuhmgetin."

ShegetsinandLukeleadshertothediningarea

wheretheyarehavingbreakfast.

Nomsa:"morningeveryone."

Siphesihle:"lookwhatthecatdraggedin."

TheylaughexceptforNomsaandLukesitsdown.



Tebogo:"onthissunnydaysomeoneiswearing

tracksuitsandbootsbafethu!"

Zorro:"orisNdumiso'shousecold?"

Senzo:"damn!Yourfacegirl."

Nomsa:"pleasedon'tremindme."

Mamba:"whatcanwehelpwith?"

Nomsa:"youguyswereright."

Tebogo:"wearealwaysrightsoaboutwhatthis

time?"

Nomsa:"Ndumiso."

Sabelo:"soheshowedyouhistruecolors?"

Nomsa:"yes.Iknoweverything."

Mamba:"everythingbeing?"

Nomsa:"Thabaniwasgay,heandNdumisofucked

andthatNdumisowasusingme."

Tebogo:"shame."

Nomsa:"I'msorryforeverythingbutyouguys

shouldhavetoldme."



Sabelo:"heydon'tyoudareputtheblameonus."

Nomsa:"I'mnot,iregreteverythingthatIdid.I

thoughthelovedme."

Tebogo:"andyouthoughtwewerestandinginyour

wayoffindinglove?"

Nomsa:"frankly,yes"

Tebogo:"doyoustillrememberthegoldenrule?"

Nomsa:"yes"

Mamba:"enlightenusplease."

Nomsa:"Don'tjusttrustanybodywhoyousenseis

toogoodtobetrue."

Senzo:"likeyourdoctor."

Nomsa:"there'ssomethingineedtotellyou."

Mamba:"thestageisyours."

Nomsa:"itoldhimhalfofyouroperations,hewas

alsoinvolvedinyouguysbeingarrested.Thatis

whythecasewasmovingtofast.Ialsokilled

Dube."



Mamba:"youdidwhat?!"

Nomsa:"hemanagedtotrickmeintothinkingthat

youwereinvolvedinThabani'sdeath."

Tebogo:"youareimbecile!"

Nomsa:"hetrickedme!Iwantedtoseeyoubehind

barsandthatwouldhavehelpedsinceIwanted

nothingtodowithgangsterism."

Zorro:"yousurelyarestupid,youknownthedude

forweeksandturnagainstthepeopleyouhave

knownforyears!"

Nomsa:"hemanagedtoconvincemethatwewould

leaveinasaferplace."

Mamba:"withusbehindbars?Atthecostofour

freedom?"

Nomsa:"yes"

Mamba:"let'ssayyourplanworked,whataboutall

theothergangstershereinPretoria?"

Nomsa:"youarethebigfish,theymeannothing."

Tebogo:"bigfish?Hehe"



Nomsa:"yes,youguysareaffluent."

Zorro:"ncooahman."

TheylaughandNomsatakesadeepbreath.

Nomsa:"iamtrulysorry,ihopeyoufinditinyour

heartstoforgiveme.Avela,niceweddingbythe

way."

Avela:"thankyou."

Luke:"itwasmorethantheword"nice"thou."

Nomsa:"itwasexquisite."

Sgonondo:"that'smorelikeit."

Nomsa:"goodbye."

Shethenleavesanditwassilent,youcouldheara

needledroptillGogodecidedtospeak.

Gogo:"forgiveher,imaynotknowwhatshehas

donebutsheseemsgenuine."

Tebogo:"nogogo,wecan't."

Gogo:"whyifimayask?"

Senzo:"shedoublecrossedusandwedon'tforgive



peoplewhodothat."

Luke:"they'llthinkwearecrossovers."

Gogo:"soyouwon'tforgiveher?"

Mamba:"nope."

Gogo:"okay,letmenotgetinvolvedinyourissues."

Mpumi:"inallthatshedid,Avelalaidinhospital.

Whatwouldhavehappenedifshehadlostthe

babies?"

Siphesihle:"shemadeherbedsosheshouldliein

it."

Theycontinuehavingbreakfastandaftereating,the

guysgocheckontheminionswhilethegirlsclean

around.

Tebogo:"youshouldstartpayingmefor

babysitting."

Mamba:"wedidn'taskyou."

Tebogo:"oh,it'slikethatnow?"

Mamba:"idon'trememberaskingyoumos?"



Tebogo:"mancanedid."

Mamba:"when?"

Tebogo:"uhmthatday..yeahthatdayyoualso

remember."

Zorro:"whichday?"

Tebogo:"doesn'tmatterbutthatday."

Luke:"theseboyswillbeheartbreakers."

Sgonondo:"justliketheirfather."

Mamba:"what?Ohno!I'mhurt.Iain'tno

heartbreaker."

Senzo:"wellyouwerebutsinceMancanecameinto

ourlivesyoustopped."

Mamba:"hayisuka!"

Tebogo:"whenarewehostinganotherparty?"

Sgonondo:"for?"

Tebogo:"idon'tknow,justforfun."

Zorro:"we'lldiscussthatlaterfornow,Nosihle."

Mamba:"thatwomangotscandals,thatIgiveitto



her."

Tebogo:"sowekillher?"

Mambasmirks...

*

*

Nosihleisinherbedroom,rockingherself

backwardsandforwardwhileherhandswere

shaking.Someonewhoshedidnotexpecttosee

getsin.

Sheliftsherheadtolookattheperson.

Melusi:"whereisgogo?"

Nosihle:"wheredidyouleaveherkanti?"

Melusi:"hereobviously."

Nosihle:"lookforherinAvela'shouse."

Melusi:"okay"

Asheturnstoleave,Nosihlestandsupandcalls

outhisname.

Melusi:"what?"



Nosihle:"pleasetakemetoAvela'shouse?"

Melusi:"why?"

Nosihle:"ineedtoseeherandthebabies."

Melusi:"isuggestyoucallher."

MelusigoesoutandNosihlefollowshim.

Melusi:"andthen?"

Nosihle:"istillloveyou."

Melusi:"oh"

Nosihle:"ican'tcopewellwithoutyou."

Melusi:"ifoundsomeoneelsenow."

Nosihle:"doesshemakeyouhappy?"

Melusi:"yes."

Nosihle:"morethanidid?"

Melusi:"icansafelysayyes,inyourmarriageitwas

allaboutyouandonlyyou!Youwantedthingstobe

doneinyourway,notgivingadamnaboutothers."

Nosihle:"icanrectifythat,pleasegivemeanother

chance."



Melusi:"No,findsomeoneelse.Youdeservebetter"

Nosihle:"ideserveyoubaby."

Melusi:"byeNosihle."

Melusigetsinhiscarandshedropsdowntoher

kneesandscreamsgrabbingherhair.

*

*

Mihle:"welligotgoodnews."

Avela:"ohhhspillthebeans!"theylaughandlookat

Mihle.

Mihle:"uhm,iampregnant."

ThegirlssquealjumpingupanddownandMihle

rollshereyes.

Mihle:"that'ssohighschoolstuff."

Sasha:"fuckyou!"Theylaughandcontinue

congratulatingher.

Mpumi:"howmanymonths?"

Mihle:"2months."



Avela:"yourhusbandmustbeecstatic."

Mihle:"yougotnoidea!"

Theylaughagain.

Siphesihle:"so,anymaninyourlifeSasha?"

Sasha:"no,gotnotimeforthat."

Avela:"why?"

Sasha:"iwantnothingtodowithrelationships,ijust

fuckandpass."

Mihle:"butwhy?"

Sashasitsonthecoffeetablesighing.

Siphesihle:"youknowthatyoucantrustus."

Sasha:"thatiknow,ijustdon'tknowwheretostart."

Mpumi:"fromthebeginning."

Sasha:"so,iwasinarelationshipwiththisguyne

andweweresoinlove.Bedfullofroses,untilhe

mademycousinpregnant.Theyflauntedtheir

pregnancyinfrontofme.Fineiforgotaboutittillhe

alsomademybestfriendpregnanttoo,infectingme



withHIV.Yeah,iamHIVpositive.I...i-.."

Forthefirsttimeinyears,Sashabrokedownand

theycomfortedher,it'sthefirsttimesincethey've

knownSashacrying.

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:27] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert118.

*

*

Sashahasnowcalmeddownbutnowhashiccups

fromcryingandAvelagetsheraglassofwater.

Sasha:"thanks.Soyeah,iamHIV.IknowthatIhave

saidijustfuckandpassbutIplayitsafe.Idon't



wanttoinfectinnocentpeople."

Siphesihle:"howlonghaveyouknown?"

Sasha:"it'sbeen3-4yearsandItakemytreatment."

Mihle:"wow,andyoudon'tlooklike-.."

Sasha:"likeitaketreatment?YeahIknow."she

chuckles.

Mpumi:"sodotheguysknow?"

Sasha:"no,besidesmyparentsyouaretheonly

peoplethatknow.Iamscaredoftheirreaction."

Siphesihle:"Sash,thoseguysloveyousomuch.

Theywon'tjudgeyou."

Sasha:"youthinkso?"

Mpumi:"weknowso."

Sasha:"guessihavetogotothem,they'llonlycome

hereoncethebabiesaresleeping."

Theylaughandgotothekitchentopreparelunch.

Whilegogowasinthebedroompraying,herphone

ringsdisturbingher.



Gogo:"whatdoyouwant?"

Nosihle:"gogo,iamsorry.Pleaseforgiveme.Ididn't

meantodothat."

Gogodropsthecallandontheotherside,Nosihle

smirks.

Nosihle:"youcan'thidenow."

ShegivestheITspecialistherphonetotrackdown

wheregogois.

IT:"beforetheendoftheday,you'llknow."

Nosihle:"good.Ican'twait!"

ShesquealsrunningaroundandtheI.Tcuriously

looksatherthencontinueswithwhatheishiredfor.

Nosihle:"theywon'tseemecoming."

*

*

Jonathan:"imthinkingofstoppingeverything."

Thembi:"what?"

Jonathan:"yes,let'sjustleaveAvelaandMambs



alone."

Thembi:"why?"

Jonathan:"becausetheydeservehappiness."

Thembi:"whataboutyoursister?Huh?She's

nowheretobefoundbecauseofMamba,howyour

mothermustbefeeling,herhusband."

Jonathan:"ifwecontinuewithwhatwearedoing,

MambamightkillherandIdon'twantherbloodon

myhands."

Thembi:"whatifMambahasalreadykilledher?

Huh?"

Jonathan:"iamsorrybutcountmeout."

JonathanstandsupleavingThembiwithhermouth

wideopenandgoestohiscar.Hebangsthe

steeringwheel.

Jonathan:"damnyouMamba!"

HedrivestoChantel'shousefindinghismother,

Chantel'sin-lawsandhusband.Chantelmarriedinto

aPedifamily.



Mapule:"morwa(son)anynewsonmakoti?"

Jonathan:"noma."

Khutso:"herdisappearingisdrivingmeinsane!"

Thabo:"worrynotson,she'llbeback."

Khutso:"whenpapawhen?"

Thabo:"ican'tsaybutdon'tgiveup."

Khutso:"whatifshe'slyinginaditchsomewherea

-..."

Jonathan:"she'snotdead!"

Khutso:"mywifewon'tleaveformonthswithout

informinganyone.Actually,thelastdaywetalked

shesaidshewasmeetingwithyou!"

Jonathan:"ididn'tseeher."

Khutso:"somywifeislying?"

Jonathan:"ididnotsaythat."

Khutso:"youknowwhat,I'lllookforhermyself."

Jonathan:"thepolicegaveupsowhatmakesyou

thinkyouwillfindher?"



Thabo:"whydoesitseemlikeyouknowwhat

happenedtoher?"

Jonathan:"whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Thabo:"like..younotworriedliketherestofusare."

Khutso:"ibetonmylifethatheissomehow

involved."

Jonathan:"what?Howdareyouguys!"

Khutso:"wherethehellismywifeJonathan?"

Jonathan:"youwannaknow?Okayiwilltellyou,

Mambahasher."

Khutso:"what?!"

Thabo:"whoisMamba?"

Khutso:"doyouseetheweddingthatistrending

recently?Thatmanwhowasgettingmarriedto

somepregnantgirl?"

Mapule:"yes,theweddingoftheyear."

Thabo:"thatwasabeautifulweddinghey"

Khutso:"didyouseetheheadlines?"



Mapule:"somethingaboutnotoriousthugor

gangsterwhatnot."

Khutso:"yes,thatmanistheeMightyMamba,a

wholegangster!Hetookmywife."

Thabo:"butwhy?"

Khutso:"askJonathan,heseemstohaveallthe

answers."

Mapule:"why?"

Jonathan:"uhmwestolefromhim."

Khutso:"stolewhat?"

Jonathan:"money."

Thabo:"outofallthings,youhadtostillfromathug!"

Khutso:"nowlookwherethatgotus?Mywifeis

missingbecauseofyourstupidity!"

Jonathan:"i-..."

Khutso:"fuckthis!I'mfetchingmywifefrom

Mamba."

Mapule:"youwanttogoheadonwithhim?"



Khutso:"yesifthat'swhatittakestogetmywife."

GoingheadtoheadwithMamba,isthatagoodidea

thou?

*

*

Afterplayingwiththebabiesandputtingthemto

sleep,theygotothelounge.

Tebogo:"worrynomore,webackandweknowthat

youmissedus."

Mpumi:"ohwhatever!"

Sasha:"wellihavetotellyousomething."

Sgonondo:"shoot."

Sasha:"I'mHIV."

Mamba:"ohweknow."

Sasha:"what?How?"

Tebogo:"we'veseenyoutakingpillsandcuriosity

gotthebetterofussowedidsomediggingand

foundout.Wewerejustwaitingforyoutotellus."



Mamba:"wearesorryifyoufeelweinvadedyour

privacy."

Sasha:"noiamnotmad,I'msurprisedthatyou

didn'tswitchuponme."

Luke:"no,we'dneverdothat.Youarepartofus."

Mamba:"HIVornot,westillloveyou."

Mihle:"see?Wetoldyou."

Sasha:"thankyouguys,likeyohthankyou."

Tebogo:"youhavedonealotforussothisis

nothing.Feelfree,wewon'tjudgeyou."

Sasha:"ithankGodformeetingyou."

Mamba:"tothinkthatyoufirstwantednothingtodo

withus."

Sasha:"pleasedon'tbringthatup,please."

Mamba:"mylipsaresealed."

Mihle:"hayi,wewanttoknow."

Sasha:"mindyourownbusiness."theysharea

laughter.



Zorro:"whereisgogo?"

Siphesihle:"inthebedroom,ithinkshe'stakinga

nap."

Thegirlscontinuewithwhattheyweredoingwhile

thegentsgotothelounge.Aveladecidestocheck

ontheminionssinceshemissedthemandMamba

followsher.Theylookatthemastheyaresleeping.

Mambahugsherfrombehind.

Mamba:"thankyouforthepreciouscargos."

Avela:"andiamnotgivingbirthagain."

Mamba:"whythehellnot?"

Avela:"7isenough."

Mamba:"don'tyouwantgirls?"

Avela:"ifiweretobepregnantagain,thatwould

happenafteradecade."

Mamba:"notevenafterayear?"

Avela:"no"

Mamba:"ifthat'swhatyouwantthenokay."



Avela:"andwhataboutwhatyouwant?"

Mamba:"whatyouwantiswhatIwant."

Avela:"ohreally?"

Shesaysturningandwrapsherarmsaroundhis

neck.

Mamba:"yesandwhenareyoufixingyourhair?"

Avela:"ijustdon'tknowwhattodo,togrowitorcut

itordyeit."

Mamba:"I'lldyeitforyou,justtellmethecoloryou

want."

Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"yesandIknowtheminionsarealotof

workbutyougotussorelax.Actuallytomorrow,

yougoingtopamperyourself."

Avela:"noi-.."

Mamba:"ssh,I'mnolongerdoingyourhairsogoget

afullbodymassage,doyourhairandit'sbeenlong

sinceI'veseenyouwithyournosering."

Avela:"youdon'tmindmewithit?"



Mamba:"nobaby,idon't.Sotomorrow,yougoing

out.Getsomefreshairokay?Getyourmindoff

things.Itmustbehardtocomeintotermsthat

Nosihlekilledyourbiologicalmotherbuttakeyour

timeanddon'trushitokay?Allwillbefine.You

haveus,gogoandyourfather."

Avela:"yoursupportmeansalot."

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mambacupsherfaceandkissesher.

*
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Avela:"youarestillscaredofbathingthem?"

Mamba:"yeah.WhatifIdrownthem?"

Avela:"youjustbeingdramatic."

Mamba:"I'llbaththemwhentheyare1year."

Avela:"ohno,whentheyare3months."

Mamba:"hayibabythatisabuse."

AvelacontinuesbathingthemandMambalotions

themanddressesthemup.

Mamba:"sthandwasam?"

Avela:"Smanga."

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"whatdidyoudo?"

Mamba:"hawubaby?"



Avela:"I'mkidding,iloveyoutoo."

Afterdressingthemup,theymaketheirway

downstairsandtothekitchentomakesomefood

forthem.Astheywerefeedingthem,Nosihlebarges

inandthesecurityfollows.

Security:"sorryboss,itriedstoppingher"

Mamba:"it'sokay,youmayleave."

Thesecuritynodsandgetsout.

Nosihle:"sothisiswhereyou'vebeenhiding!"

Avela:"whatdoyouwant?"

Nosihle:"ncooah,lookathowcutemygrandchildren

are."

Avela:"whydidyoukillmymother?"

Nosihle:"I'myourmother,whatareyoutalking

about?"

Avela:"iheardyoukilledNompilo."

Nosihlesuddenlyscreamsscaringthebabiesand

theycry,AvelaandMambatakethemtothe

bedroom.



Mamba:"I'llstaywiththem."

AvelagoesdownstairsandNosihlepointsagunto

her.

Avela:"wannakillme?Goahead."

Nosihle:"imightjustpullthetrigger."

Avela:"doitthen!"

Nosihlecrocksthegunandsmiles.

Nosihle:"tothinkihadtopretendtobeyourmother

andgetnothinginreturn!"

Avela:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Nosihle:"Mambaisnotthemanwhoyouthinkhe

is."

Avela:"what?"

Nosihle:"everaskedyourselfwhothemanbehind

MightyMambais?Thatwhoishe?Huh?Oryouare

fooledbyhissocalledlove!"

Avela:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Nosihle:"soyoureallythoughtheleftthetrafficking



business?"

Avela:"yeah."

Nosihle:"wellhedidn't.Hestillprostituteschildren."

Nosihle:"let'sleavethat.EverwonderedwhyAzania

wantsyoutostayawayfromhim?"

Avela:"why?"

Nosihle:"becausesheknewthatyouguysare

related!"

Avela:"wh..what?!"

Nosihle:"Nompilowashismother'ssister!"

AvelawalksclosetoNosihlewhowasstillpointing

theguntoherandtriesfightingherandagunshot

goesoff.

*

*

Siphesihle:"babe!"

Tebogo:"mylove"

Siphesihle:"canwepleasetalk?"



Tebogo:"okay,I'mlistening."

Siphesihle:"I'veseenthewayyouaroundAvela's

babies..."

Tebogo:"and?"

Siphesihle:"souhm,doyouwantbabies?"

Tebogo:"eehuhmyoh.."

Siphesihle:"pleaseanswerme."

Tebogo:"I'dlovetohavekidsofourownbutlet'snot

rushthings.Ifit'smeanttobeit'llbe."

Siphesihle:"okay,iloveyouokay?"

Tebogo:"iloveyoumore,let'sgohavedinneratyour

favoriterestaurant."

Siphesihle:"really?"

Tebogo:"yesanddon'tworryaboutwhatyou

wear,I'llsortouteverything.Youjustcallthemake-

upartist,dofacebeatandallthatokay?"

Siphesihle:"ohhhokay."

Shegigglesrunningupstairstocallthemake-up



artist.

TebogocallsSiphesihle'sfavoriterestaurantfor

reservations.

*

*

Sashaisgoingtohercar,withherearphoneplugged

inlisteningtomusic,someonepatshershoulder

andsheturnslookingattheperson.

Person:"hey"

Saharemovesherearphonesandnods.

Person:"ijustwantedtotellyouthatyouare

beautiful."

Sashalooksatheroutfit,she'sdressedintrack

pant,croppedhoodieandsneakers.

Sasha:"uhm,thanks."

Person:"oh,excusemeformymanners,iam

Nkosinathi."

Sasha:"SashabutcallmeSash."



Nkosinathi:"thenyoucancallmeNathiandIam

serious,youarebeautiful."

Sasha:"thanks,iseriouslyhavetogo."

Nkosinathi:"caniaccompanyyoutoyourcar?"

Sasha:"why?"

Nkosinathi:"because,I'dliketoknowmorethanyour

name."

Sasha:"sorry,iwon'ttellyoumorethanthat."

Nkosinathi:"thenI'llstalkyou."

SashalaughsandgoestohercarandNkosinathi

followsher.

Sasha:"dude!"

Nkosinathi:"nicewheelsey."

Sasha:"thankyou.Andjusttobespecific,iain't

lookingforarelationship."

Nkosinathi:"wow,friendsthen?"

Sasha:"igotenoughfriendsalready."

Nkosinathi:"youseriouslybrushingmeoff!"



Sasharollshereyesandgetsinhercaranddrives

off.

Nkosinathi:"damn!Hardcorejustlikeilovethem."

*

*
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Nkosikhona:"don'ttellmeyoustillthinkingabout

her."

Nkosinathi:"ijustcan'tseemtogetheroutofmy

mind."

Nkosikhona:"mytwiniswhippedy'all!"



Nkosinathi:"fuckyouman!"theylaughand

Nkosikhonapoursthembrandy.

Nkosinathi:"man,hersmile,eyesandthewayshe

speaks!Herattitudeissuchaturnon."

Nkosikhona:"whatifshe'staken?"

Nkosinathi:"canyoubelieveshesaidthatshe'snot

lookingforarelationship."

Nkosikhona:"damn!"Nkosikhonalaughslookingat

histwin.

Nkosinathi:"isowishtoseeheragainyouknow."

Nkosikhona:"doaresearchonher."

Nkosinathi:"no.She'lltellmewhatshewantsmeto

knowwhenshewantsto.Whatificomeacross

somethingI'mnotsupposedtosee."

Nkosikhona:"okaythen,wellbrotherihavetolove

andleaveyou.Don'tmissmetoomuch!"

Nkosinathi:"hayivoetsek!"

*

*



Jonathan:"howfarareyouintrackingMamba?"

Khutso:"themanseemstoimpossibletotrackdown

yeses!"

Jonathan:"oh"

Khutso:"whatifMambahasalreadykilledher?"

Jonathan:"asfarasIknow,Mambadoesn'tkill

women."

Khutso:"howmuchdidyoustealfromhim?"

Jonathan:"millions."

Khutso:"bespecific."

Jonathan:"R3million."

Khutso:"wow!AnywaysIfoundsomething."

Jonathan:"letmesee."

Khutsogiveshimthelaptop

Jonathan:"iknowthisplace,let'sgo"

Khutsotakeshiscarkeysandcallsomeguysand

drivetotheoutskirtsofPretoria,arrivingatsome

aboundedhouse.Theygooutwithguyscarrying



gunsandsurroundthehouse.Khutsofirstgetsin

followedbyJonathanand3guys,it'sawfullyquiet.

Khutso:"searcheverycorner!"

Theynodandstartsearching,Khutsocomesacross

Chantel'swristwatchandanote:"stepone

completed,good."

Khutso:"whatthefuck?"

*

*

Mambarushesdownstairsafterhearingthe

gunshot,hestopsonhistrackswhenhespots

NosihleonthefloorbleedingandAvelacarryingthe

guncrying.

Shedropsthegunandkneelsdown,Mambarushes

toherandengulfsherinahug.

Avela:"i..ididn'tmeanto!"

Mamba:"sssh,it'sokay.It'llbefine."

Avela:"how?I'mgoingtojail."

Mamba:"noyounot.Knowwhat,gocheckonthe



babieswhileIfixeverything."

Avela:"whatar-.."

Mamba:"sssh,goupstairs.WewilltalkwhenI'm

done."

Avelanods.andslowlygoesupstairs.

MambacallsZorroandLukewhilehewipesfinger

printsonthegun,hethengoestothesecurities.

Mamba:"howthehelldidthatwomangetin?"

Security:"mlunguwe..."

Mamba:"youtellingmethat1womanmanagedto

overcometoughguyslikeyou?Knowwhat,youare

fired!"

Hegoesbacktothehouseand30minutes

later,ZorroandLukemaketheirwayinandsee

Nosihleonthefloor.

Zorro:"eh,whathappened?"

Mamba:"Avelashother"

Zorro:"Kantimancanehasitinher!"



Mamba:"takecareofthebodywhileIcheckonmy

wife."

Luke:"sure"

Mambagoesupstairsandchecksonthebabies

firstandthere'snosignofAvela.

Mamba:"baby!"

Avela:"bathroom."

Mambagoestothebathroomandfindsherinthe

bathtubplayingwiththewater.

Mamba:"baby?"

Avela:"mmh"

Mamba:"talktome."

Avela:"shesaidwearerelated."

Mamba:"whatthehell?"

Avela:"shesaidthatNompilowasyourmother's

sister."

Mamba:"Nompilo,Nompilo,noiknewallmyaunts

andthereisnoNompilo."



Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"yes,iswearonourbabieslives."

Avela:"didyoureallyquitthetrafficking?"

Mamba:"yesididbaby.Whenwasthelasttimeyou

heardthatchildrenaremissing?"

Avela:"it'sbeenlong."

Mamba:"I'dneverlietoyou,ididquit."

Avela:"amigoingtojail?"

Mamba:"no,I'dneverallowthat."

Avela:"ikilledsomeoneSmanga,I'makiller!"

Mamba:"lookatme,youarenotgoingtojailandno

onewillneverknowaboutthis.Igiveyoumyword

thatyouarenotgoingtojail.I'llprotectyouwith

everythingihavegot."

Avelanodsandsplashesherselfwithwater.

Mamba:"ngiyakuthandauyezwa?"

Avela:"ngiyakuthandanami."

Mambakissesherforeheadbrushingherback.



*

*
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WeekshavepassedandAvelaissurelyforgetting

whathappenedNosihle.Mamba,theguysandgirls

havebeenverysupportive,thebabiesaregrowing

andstill,Mambadoesn'tevenwanttotryandbath

them.Gogonolongerstayswiththembutthey've

foundatownhouseforherwhereshestays.

It'saSaturdayandthefamilyisintheirbedroom

layinginthebedandtheminionsareplacedinthe

middle.



Mamba:"baby?"

Avela:"mylove"

Mamba:"damn,youturningmeon."

Avelalaughs.

Mamba:"youarebeautiful."

Avela:"thankyou."shesayslookingawaytryingto

hidethatshe'sblushing.Mambalaughedandthey

lookedattheminions,whowerespeakingintheir

babysounds,Enzo,Lukhanyo,NhlanhlaandNjabulo

hadtheirhandsintheirtinymouthswhile

Kwandokuhle,ThandolwethuandKungentandowere

playingwiththeirtoys.

Mamba:"ourbeautifulcreation."

Avela:"wemakecutebabiesthou."

Mamba:"wenotthetypetomakeuglybabieshawu."

Avela:"theylooklikemehey."

Mamba:"andwhofooledyou?"

Avela:"hawuSmanga?"



Mamba:"I'llgiveittoyouthattheyhave

dimples,whichtheygotfromyoubuttherestaremy

features."

Avela:"youknowwhat,iwon'tevencomment!"

Mamba:"don'tbecauseitwon'tmakeadifference."

Avela:"ouch!"

Mamba:"iloveyoutoo.Baby,don'tyouthinkwe

shouldgetnannies?"

Avela:"nannies?No."

Mamba:"why?Youdon'tneedthem?"

Avela:"no,igotyoumos."

Mamba:"eish.."

Avela:"ha.aSmanga,don'tgo"eish"onme."

Mamba:"baby,wearegoinglowoncashand

businessisrunningslowbecausethere'sanew

suppliermakingflamesresultinginuslosingour

customers."

Avela:"soyouwanttogetyourcustomersback?"



Mamba:"yes,I'dhaveaskedZorroandLuketofix

everythingbutweneedallhandsondecksince

everythingisspiralingoutofcontrol."

Avela:"howlong?"

Mamba:"tobehonest,idon'tknowbutIcanassure

youthatwewillfixeverythingassoonaswecan."

Avela:"doesthatmeanI'llbesleepingalone?"

Mamba:"never.I'llalwayscomebackeventhough

intheafternoonIwon'tbethere."

Avela:"okaythen."

Mamba:"soyounotmadatme?"

Avela:"no"

Mamba:"andhereiwasthinkingyouwouldthrow

tantrumslikethetimeyouwerepregnant."

Avela:"wasithrowingtantrums?"

Mamba:"youdon'twanttoknow."

Avela:"actuallyido."

Mamba:"okay,therewasthisdayiwishedyoucould



givebirththefollowingday!"

Avela:"what?Why?"Shegiggles.

Mamba:"sowewerecomingfromthemall,

remembertheChantelordeal?"

Avela:"yes,theonewho-..."

Mamba:"let'snottalkabouther."

Avela:"okay,continue."

Mamba:"soyousaidyouwerehungryandI

commented,yohishouldn'thave!"

AvelalaughsandMambachuckles.

Mamba:"isaidthatyou'llbeeatingforthefifthtime

nowNdlovukaziyamiandyohyoubitmyheadoff!"

****FLASHBACK****

Avela:"let'sgoeat."

Mamba:"you'llbeeatingforthefifthtimenow

Ndlovukaziyami."

Avela:"soyou'vebeencounting?SoIshouldn'teat

huh?"



Mamba:"no,that'snotwhatIamsaying."

Avela:"whatareyousaying?!"

Mamba:"don'tyouraiseyourvoiceatme."

Avela:"orwhat?"

Mamba:"Avelawatchyourdamntone!"

Avela:"don'tshoutatme."

Mamba:"nawedon'tshoutatme.Okay,iamsorry

myQueen,ididn'tmeanto."

Avelanodsandwipeshertears,Mambastandsup

andasheapproachesthedoor,Avelaspeaks.

Avela:"whereareyougoing?"

Mamba:"out."

Avela:"youaregoingtoherright?"

Mamba:"herwho?"

Avela:"thegirlwhowasbusybendingoverforyou!"

Mamba:"Avela,idon'tevenknowthatgirl.Hecki

don'tevenknowhername."

Avela:"don'tcallmeAvela,iamyourQueen."



ForMamba,itwaslikehecouldjustdisappear.

Mamba:"imsorrymyQueen,iwasactuallygoingto

thekitchentomakesomefoodforyou."

Avela:"ohreally?"(smiles)

Mamba:"yesreally,whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Avela:"ifeellikesomethinggreasy.Don'tforget

this,iamnothungry,it'syourbaby.Ifyouhadn't

nuttedinside,iwouldn'tbehungry!"

Mamba:"ifyouhadn'twrappedyourlegsaroundme

whenIwasabouttopullout,pullingmecloser.You

wouldn'tbepregnant!"

Avela:"soit'smyfault?Youaresoinconsiderate

nx!"

Shegoestothebathroomslammingthedoor

behindher.

Mamba:"bloodyhormones!Canshejustgivebirth

tomorrow?"

****FLASHBACKENDS***

Avelawasinstitchesafterhearingthat,Mamba



wassmilingjustlookingather.

Avela:"isaidallthat?"

Mamba:"yesyhuu."

Avela:"iwasrightthou,I'myourQueen."

Mamba:"thatyouaresthandwasami."

Avela:"thatshouldbealessonthatyouain'tnutting

inmeagain."

Mamba:"wewillseeaboutthat."

Avela:"Hawu?"

Mamba:"asmuchasIwaswalkingonthinice,i

enjoyedeverymoment.Seeingyouallworkedup."

Avela:"factis,iain'tgettingpregnantanytimesoon."

Mamba:"factis,weain'tgoingtouseacondom."

Avela:"we'lldiscussthatlater."

Mamba:"why?It'snotliketheyknowwhatwe

talkingabout."

Avela:"Smanga!"

Mamba:"iamnotSmanga,iamyourKing."



Avela:"whatever!"

*

*

Sashwasjustlazingaroundsoshedecidedtotake

herlaptopanddosomeresearchonNkosinathi.

Sasha:"thisguyisgoodlookingthou,ihopesheis

notdodgy."

Herphoneringsandit'snoneotherthanNkosinathi.

Sasha:"Nathi"

Nkosinathi:"thewayyoucallmynamegirl,damn!"

Sashacouldn'thidethatshewasamazed.

Sasha:"howcanihelp?"

Nkosinathi:"canipleasetakeyououtfordinner

tonight?Please."

Sasha:"no"

Nkosinathi:"pleaseSash."

Sasha:"no"

Nkosinathisighs



Nkosinathi:"okaybye"

HedropsthecallandsendsatexttoSashawiththe

restaurantnameandanothersaying,"justincase

youchangeyourmind,19:30."

Sashalooksatthetextandfeelsguilty.Shecalls

Zorro.

Zorro:"Sashthehardcore!"

Sasha:"fuckoff!"

Zorro:"howcanihelp?"

Sasha:"ineedyoutodosomediggingonaguyi

met."

Zorro:"givemethename."

Sasha:"NkosinathiMsiza."

Zorro:"gotit,whoishe?"

Sasha:"caniconfideinyou?"

Zorro:"always"

Sasha:"heaskedmeoutfordinnerandwemet

weeksago."



Zorro:"okay,let'shopethatheisn'tanother

Ndumiso."

Zorrodropsthecallandgetsstarted.

*

*
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Sashisstillcontemplatingwhethertogotohave

dinnerwithNkosinathiornot,herphoneringing

disturbsherfromhertrainofthoughts.

Sasha:"foundanything?"

Zorro:"yoh,heisascleanastheycome!"



Sasha:"really?"

Zorro:"yes.Soyouareconsideringgoingoutwith

him?"

Sasha:"guessiam.Ihopehehasnoagenda."

Zorro:"anyway,igottabounce.Goodluckonyour

date!"

Sashalaughsanddropsthecall,shesendsatextto

Nkosinathiagreeingtothedinner.Nkosinathicalls

herback.

Nkosinathi:"wait!Youareseriousright?"

Sasha:"yes."(laughing)

Nkosinathi:"iswearthatyouwillnotregretit."

Sasha:"ihopeso."

Sashadropsthecallandmakesherwaytoher

bathroomandundresses.Shelooksatherselfin

themirror.Shestaresatherscarwhichisonher

stomachandittakesherbacktotheyearsshewas

diagnosedwithdepression.

Shefightsoffhertearsandgetsintheshowerafter



puttingonashowercap.

*

*

Khutso:"youknowwhat,fuckthis!I'mgoingtoface

Mamba!"

Jonathan:"no,youcannotdothat!"

Khutso:"watchme!Wheredoeshestay?"

Jonathan:"Khutso..."

Khutso:"Jonathan!MpheaddressyaMamba!"(give

meMamba'saddress)

Jonathan:"hestaysinPretoria."

Khutso:"whodoesn'tknowwherehestays?Ineed

thestreetnameandhousenumber!"

Jonathan:"ionlyknowthestreetname."

Khutso:"so?Talk."

Jonathan:"cnrprinsloo."

Khutsostandsuptakinghiscarkeysanddrivesto

Pretoria,hegoesstreettostreetaskingifpeople



knowMamba,someignorehimwhilesomeare

scaredtotellhim.Asheisabouttogiveup,he

spotsablackGTIparkingatsomegateandhe

followsitandheimmediatelygoesout.

Khutso:"heysir"

Thewindowrollsdownandit'sLuke.

Luke:"exe,youare?"

Khutso:"Khutso,uhmiwantedtoaskifyouknow

Mamba?"

Luke:"why?"

Khutso:"I'dliketospeaktohim."

Luke:"regarding?"

Khutso:"mywife,Chantel."

Luke:"tellyouwhat,leaveyournumbersandIpull

somestrings."

Khutso:"really?"

Luke:"yeahandfriendlywarning,don'tevercome

hereotherwise.."HetakesouthisgunandKhutso

quicklynods.



Luke:"nowleave!"

KhutsorunstohiscarwhileLukedrivesinMamba's

yard.

Hegreetstheguardsandknocks.

Avelaopensthedoorandletshimin.

Avela:"hey"

Luke:"mancane.I'mlookingforyourhusband."

Avela:"inthekitchen.'

Luke:"wherearethebundleofjoys?"

Avela:"sleeping."

Luke:"theyarealwayssleeping,you'dswearyou

feedthemsleepingpills."

Avela:"mxm."

Theylaughandgotothekitchen.

Luke:"rightontime,whatareyoumaking?"

Mamba:"chickenandmayosandwiches."

Luke:"yhuu!It'slikeyouknewthatI'vebeencraving

foritsinceyesterday!"



Mamba:"whatstoppedyoufrommakingit?"

Luke:"youknowthedrill."

Mamba:"ohyeah!"

Luke:"beforeiforget,therewasaguylookingfor

you."

Mamba:"why?"

Luke:"he'sChantel'shusband."

Mamba:"mmhthisisgoingtobeinteresting.Guess

hecompletedstepone."

Luke:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mamba:"timeforstep2"

Luke:"I'msolost!"

Mamba:"you'llbefound,ineedyoutovisitChantel

andtakeherring,wrapitinasmallniceboxand

haveitdeliveredtohim."

Luke:"whatareyouplanning?"

Mamba:"justdoasIsay."

LukeshrugsandMambawhistlesandcontinues



withthesandwiches.

*

*

Nkosinathi:"sheagreed!"

Nkosikhona:"ncooah,thatiscute.Sowhatwillyou

gether?"

Nkosinathi:"idon'tknowman,youseeifitwasthese

slayqueens,I'dhavejusttakenhertoshoppingbut

Sashman,Sash.She'shardtoread!"

Nkosikhona:"uhmgetherflowersandchocolate."

Nkosinathi:"doyouthinkshe'dlovethem?"

Nkosikhona:"it'sworthatry."

Nkosinathi:"okay,sowhatshouldiwear?"

Nkosikhona:"sinceit'sdinner,doyouwannaimpress

her?"

Nkosinathi:"iguess."

Nkosikhona:"firstthingfirst,don'ttrytomuch,you

mightendupchasingheraway.Bereal."



Nkosinathi:"iknow."

Nkosikhona:"nowfortheoutfit,justwear

comfortablebutsmart.Andwhenitcomesto

cologne,don'toverdoit.Youdon'twannasuffocate

thelady.Youhaveanhourtogetready."

Nkosinathigoestothebathroomandtakesa

showerandgetsready.

Afteranhourandsomeminutes,Nkosinathiis

alreadyattherestaurantwaitingforSashandshe

arrivesdressedbeautifully.ShespotsNathiand

walkstohim.Nathistandsupandpullsoutachair

forher.

Sasha:"thankyou"

Nkosinathismilesandsits.

*

Astheyarehalfwaytheirmeal,gettingtoknoweach

otherandSashahavingfun.

Nkosinathi:"so,tellmeaboutyou?"

Sasha:"imSashaWilliams,actuallymylifeain't

interestinghey."



Nkosinathi:"that'sall?Anyway,I'mNkosinathi

Msiza,iamaChartedAccountant.Ihaveatwinwho

goesbyNkosikhona.That'smuchaboutit."

Sasha:"ohnice."

Nkosinathi:"SashaI'mgoingtobehonest,iloveyou

andIwouldliketobeinarelationshipwithyou.

Sash,I'vefallenforyou."

Sasha:"relationshipsaren'tforme."

Nkosinathi:"whathappened?"

Sasha:"uhmI'mHIV."

Nkosinathi:"HIVa...?"

Sasha:"yes,HumanImmunodeficiencyVirus."

Nkosinathi:"uuh..."

*

*

Mamba:"babe?"

Avela:"sthandwasam"

Mamba:"iwannatrybathingthem."



Avela:"really?"

Mamba:"yes"

AvelaundressesthemandtakesLukhanyoand

handshimtoMamba.

Mamba:"ihopeiwon'tdrownhim."

AvelagigglesandMambatakesadeepbreath.

Mamba:"no,ican'tdoitbabe.I'msorry."

Avela:"it'sokay,iunderstand."

Mamba:"ireallywantedtotrybutIcan'tbaby"

Avela:"babycalmdown,there'sstillmoretimefor

youtolearn.Don'tbeatyourselfup."

MambanodsandAvelabathsthemwhileMamba

lotionsthemanddressestheminpj'sandsocks.

Mamba:"areyousurethatyoufedthemenough?"

Avela:"yesbaby,theyarefull."

Mamba:"ihopeyoudon'tstarvemybabies."

Avela:"I'dnever!I'dratherstarveyouandnotthem."

Mamba:"habe!Whyme?"



Avela:"youcanfeedyourself."

Mamba:"cometothinkofit,I'vebeenreally

starving!"

Avela:"justcontinuewithwhatyoudoingtuu."

Mamba:"okaybutI'mstarving!"

Avelashakesherheadlaughingandafterdressing

themup,theyputthemtosleep.

Mambasnapsafewpictures.Mambapullsherto

thebathroomandtheyundressandgetinthe

shower.

*

Aftershowering,theygotothebedroomand

Mambapullshercloseliftingherup.

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Mamba:"areyousureyouhavecompletelyhealed?"

Avela:"yes"

Mamba:"becauseyouhavebeenstarvingmesoi



amsogoingtopunishyou."

AvelagigglesasMambalaysheronthebed.

*

*
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NkosinathiisstillflabbergastedbywhatSashasaid.

Sasha:"catcaughtyourtongue?"

Nkosinathi:"ijustdon'tknowwhattosay."

Sasha:"saywhateverisinyourmind."

Nkosinathi:"I'mspeechless."



Sasha:"so,that'swhyIdon'twantanythingtodo

withrelationships."

Nkosinathi:"becauseofyourstatus?"

Sasha:"yes,ibetnowifIgotothetoilets,iwillget

backandfindyoulonggone."

NkosinathichucklednervouslyandSasharolledher

eyes.

Sasha:"youknowwhat,youcanleaveoriwillleave

becauseyouseemso..idon'tknow,antisocial."

Nkosinathikeptquietbitinghislowerlip.

Sasha:"knowwhat,I'mout."

Sashatakesherthingsandleaves,Nkosinathi

doesn'teventrystoppingher.Sashagoestohercar

andtakesadeepbreath.

Sasha:"whatwasiexpecting?Hewasnotgonna

acceptmejustlikethat!"

Shewipeshertearsanddrivestoherhouse,upon

arrival,sheseesablackcarparkedinthedriveway.

Sheparkshercarnexttoitandgoesout.Shesees

thedoorisopened,meaningthereissomeone.She



takesouthergunfromherwaistandslowlygetsin.

Sasha:"whothehellareyou?"

ThepersonturnsandSashadropsherguntothe

floorduetoshock.

Sasha:"what..how?You..I.."

Muzi:"sssh,calmdownandwhatareyoudoing

withagun?"

Sasha:"howdidyougetin?"

Muzi:"that'snotimportant."

Sasha:"itissinceit'sinvasionofprivacy."

Muzi:"ididn'tthinkyou'dmind."

Sasha:"imindsinceit'smyfuckenhouse."

Muzi:"youhavedonewellforyourselfhey.Nice

house."

Sasha:"youthoughtIwouldn't?"

Muzi:"consideringthatyouareHIV.."

Sasha:"soyouthoughtthatwouldstopme?"

Muzi:"wellitdidstopme."



Sasha:"so?How'sthatanyofmybusiness?"

Muzi:"howcanyoubesuccessfulwhileHIVandI

amnot?"

Sasha:"idon'tknow."

Muzi:"andthegun?Areyouagangsterbecauseit's

onlygangsterswhocarryguns?"

Sasha:"MuzipleaseleavebeforeIshootyou."

Muzi:"youwouldn'tshoottheloveofyourlife."

SashapicksupthegunandpointsatMuzi.

Sasha:"trymeMuzi,tryme!I'mnotthatnaivelittle

girlyouusedinthepast."

Muzi:"younolongernaivebutmatured.Ilovethat."

SashashootstheceilingandthatmakesMuzijump

tothecouchandSashaisinstitches.

Sasha:"Dude!"

Muzi:"whatthefuck?Whatifyoushotme?"

Sasha:"yousuchasissy!Allyouknowisinfecting

peoplewithHIV."



Muzi:"whatthehell?Igotitfromyou!"

Sasha:"don'tyoudareandtestmeMuzi."

Muzigetsofffromthecouchandfixeshimself.

Muzi:"andiwonderhowwilltheworldreactafter

findingoutyouareHIV,thatyougoaroundsleeping

around."

Sasha:"goaheadandtellthem,seeifIgiveigivea

fuck."

Muzi:"ohyouwillgiveafuckmylove.Beforethe

endofthisweek,you'llbemakingtheheadlines."

MuziwalksuptoSashaandpushesheroutofthe

wayandleaves.

Sashaquicklytakesherphoneandthefirstperson

thatcomestomindisMamba.Shecallshim.

Mamba:"youdisturbing,whatdoyouwant?"

Sasha:"let'shopeyouain'tmakinganothersetof

septuples."

Mamba:"evenifIam,icantakecareofthem."

Sasha:"ihopemancanedoesn'tallowit."



Mamba:"Sash,justtalk!"

Sasha:"Muziisback."

Mamba:"so?"

Sasha:"he'sthreateningtorevealmystatus."

Mamba:"guesshedidn'tlearnhislesson.Know

what,relax.Hewon'tdothat."

Sasha:"buth-..."

Mamba:"igiveyoumyword."

MambadropsthecallandSashasitsdown,her

darkpastiscomingbacktohaunther.

*

Nkosinathidrovetohishousefeelingverysomber.

Hefindshistwinwatchingtvandhethrowshimself

nexttohim.

Nkosikhona:"youbackearly."

Nkosinathi:"ithinkimessedup."

Nkosikhona:"whatdidyoudo?"

Nkosinathi:"shetoldmeherstatus."



Nkosikhona:"status?Whatdoyoumean?"

Nkosinathi:"sheisHIVpositive."

Nkosikhona:"okayso?"

Nkosinathi:"ijustdidn'tknowwhattosay,maybe

shethinksiwantnothingtodowithherorshe

regretstellingme."

Nkosikhona:"howdoyoufeelaboutherbeingHIV?"

Nkosinathi:"idon'tmind,iwantedtotellherthatI

don'tbutIjustcouldn't."

Nkosikhona:"youwerejustshocked,don'tbeat

yourselfaboutit."

Nkosinathi:"howdoitellherthatIdidn'texpectit."

Nkosikhona:"fornow,giveherabitofspace.Maybe

callhertomorrowlater,trymakingittoher.Make

sureyoudon'tpushheraway.Showherthatyou

don'tmindthatshe'sHIV,youloveherregardlessof

that."

Nkosinathi:"whendidyougetsomature?"

Nkosikhona:"I'vealwaysbeenmaturedude!"



Nkosinathi:"yeahright!Butthankyouman."

Nkosikhona:"anythingformytwin."

Nkosinathi:"anything?"

Nkosikhona:"don'tpushit!"

TheylaughandwatchTV.

*

*

Thefollowingday,thefamilyisatMamba'shouse,

todiscusstheMuziissuebuttheyarewaitingfor

Tebogotoarrive.

Senzo:"whydidn'tyouarrivewithyourhusband

Siphe?"

Siphesihle:"thewaythatmanissodramatic,hesaid

thatIshouldcomefirstandhe'llfollow."

Sabelo:"attimes,Tebzacanbechildish.We'vebeen

waitingforoveranhour."

Mihle:"eventheminionsarenotheretokeepus

company,topasstime."



Mamba:"soy'allbeusingmybabiestopasstime?"

Mpumi:"notreally."

Avela:"it'sagoodthingtheyaresleeping."

Sgonondo:"thosebabieslovetosleep!"

Luke:"theyshouldsleepwhiletheycanbecauseas

soonasTebzacomes,he'llwakethemup."

Avela:"maybehethinkstheyaretoys."

Mihle:"well,theyare."

Mamba:"youtripping!"

Zorro:"sincealsoMihleisexpecting,herbabywill

alsobeatoy."

Sabelo:"ninganya!"

Avela:"haaa,yetmybabiesaretoys?"

Sabelo:"yes."

Onthatnote,Tebogogetsinsinging.

Tebogo:"there'ssomehoesinthishouse!"

Siphesihle:"WTF?!"



Tebogo:"nowfromthetop,makeitdropthat'ssome

wetasspussy."

Zorro:"imtalkingWAP,WAP,WAP!!"

Tebogo:"yougetmewenaZorro,that'swhy

ngikuncanywa.Unlikethehoesinthishousewho

don'tgetme."

Mihle:"I'mstillwrapmyheadaroundthefactthat

youlistentoWAP!"

Mamba:"Siphe,isyourmanstraight?"

Tebogo:"I'mstraightastheycome."

Mpumi:"justsowestraight,weain'thoes."

Tebogo:"Ididn'tsayyouare,iwasjustsingingbutif

theshoefits!"Heshrugsandsitsdown.

Tebogo:"arethelittlehoessleeping?"

Avelathrowshimwithoneofthetoysandheducks

itmakingthemalllaugh.

Tebogo:"hey!"

Avela:"theyain'tlittlehoes!"



Tebogo:"factis,there'ssomehoesinthishouse!"

Mamba:"igiveuponyouTebza!"

Tebogo:"y'allshouldlistentothesong,you'llfeel

whatI'mfeeling."

Siphesihle:"whatareyoufeeling?"

Tebogo:"whatCardiandMeganarefeeling."(he

winks)

Luke:"anyway,let'stalkaboutwhywearehere."

Tebogo:"macaroniinthepot,that'ssomewetass

pussy!"

Allofthem:"Tebza!"

Tebogo:"sorry!"

Theylaugh

Tebogo:"so,ihearMuziisbackintown."

Sasha:"yes"

Zorro:"why?"

Sasha:"formeobviously."

Sgonondo:"afteralltheseyears!"



Sasha:"ijust..Yoh!"

Mamba:"don'tthinkaboutittoomuch,wewill

handleit."

Tebogo:"youdon'twanttogobacktothedarkhole

youfoughtsohardtogetoutoff."

Sashanodssighing.

Zorro:"soleavehimtous,wewilldealwithhim."

Sasha:"thankyouguys."

Zorro:"cool,sohowwasyourdate?"

Tebogo:"date?Andwedidn'tknow?"

Sasha:"iwasgoingtotellyouguystoday."

Mamba:"whoishe?"

Sasha:"NkosinathiMsiza."

Zorro:"anddon'tworry,he'snotanotherNdumiso.I

researchedhimthoroughly."

Senzo:"wehopeso."

Sasha:"well,itwentbadafterItoldhimmystatus."

Tebogo:"hayi,he'safool."



Sgonondo:"stupid."

Luke:"anidiot."

Mamba:"butwhatifthepoorguyisshocked?"

Mihle:"there'snothingshockingaboutbeingHIV."

Siphesihle:"don'tworrySash,he'llcomearound."

Sasha:"ihopeso."

Mpumi:"didyoulikehim."

Sasha:"well...."

Sabelo:"we'lltakethatasayes."

Tebogo:"caniwakethebabiesnow?"

Avela:"no."

Tebogo:"MambapleasespeaktoMancanetu."

Mamba:"I'mnotgettinginvolved."

Tebogo:"youknowitakegoodcareofthem."

Mihle:"wedon'tknow."

Tebogo:"welliknow."

Mpumi:"nocomment."



Luke:"I'vedonewhatyousaidishoulddoabout

Chantel."

Mamba:"good."

Tebogo:"guesswhoibumpedinto."

Mihle:"who?"

Tebogo:"Nomsa."

Siphesihle:"whatdidshewant?"

Tebogo:"idon'tknowifIknowbutIthinkiknow,i

don'tknow."

Sgonondo:"I'mdefeatedshame,Tebza!"

Theylaughedandhewenttowakeuptheminions.

*

*
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Tebogowakestheminions,him,ZorroandLuketake

themtothelounge.

Mamba:"sovelemybabieswon'tsleepwhileyou

around?"

Tebogo:"yes,whyshouldthey?"

Mamba:"dotheyneedareasontosleep?"

Tebogo:"yes."

TheylaughandSasha'sphonerings.

Mihle:"ncooah,BaeNathiiscalling?"

Sashgigglesandexcusesherselfgoingtothe

kitchen.

Sasha:"Nkosinathi."

Nkosinathi:"heySash,yougood?"

Sasha:"yeahandjustgettothepointplease."



Nkosinathi:"iamreallysorryforthewayireacted,i

wasjustshockedbutIdon'tmindSasha.Ilove

you."

Sash:"justdoonethingformeplease."

Nkosinathi:"anything."

Sasha:"iwantyoutothinkclearlyifyoureallywant

this,thinkverydeep.Iwantyoutobesureofyour

decision."

Nkosinathi:"iknowwhatIamgettingmyselfinto,i

amverysure."

Sasha:"howmuchdoyouknowaboutHIV?"

Nkosinathi:"i-..."

Sasha:"compilearesearch,familiarizeyourself

pleaseandifyouare100%,callme."

SashadropsthecallandNathiissosurprised.

Nkosikhona:"andthen?"

Nkosinathi:"shejusttoldmetocompilearesearch

onHIV,thinkthisthrough."

Nkosikhona:"wow,sowillyoudoit?"



Nkosinathi:"iguessso."

Nkosikhona:"let'sgetstarted."

*

*

AsKhutsowasstillsulking,lookingatChantel's

picture,aknockdisturbshimandgoestoopen

findingthedeliveryguy.

Deliveryguy:"hello,iamlookingforMrKhutso

Masilo."

Khutso:"it'sme."

Deliveryguy:"pleasesignhereformesir."

Khutsosignsandthedeliveryguysgiveshimabox

whichwasneatlywrapped.Khutsoclosesthedoor

andputstheboxontopofthetable.Heattemptsto

openitbutthenstopshimself.

Khutso:"whatifthereisabomb?"

Heshakeshisheadnoandthenslowlyopensthe

box,hefindsanote:"don'tworry,she'sstillfine."He

spotsashiningobjectandhetakesit.



Khutso:"thisisherring,butwhydidtheyremoveit?"

Hehasalotofquestionsbutwhowillanswer

them,isitMambaorChantel?Asazi!

*

*

Azania:"babe!"

Spororo:"I'mnotyourbabe."

Azania:"aren'twedating?"

Spororo:"arewe?"

Azania:"yousaidthatyouloveme."

Spororo:"sothatmakesyouthinkthatweare

dating?"

Azania:"well,yeahandwhatiswrongwithyou

Siphosethu?"

Spororo:"mymomismissingokay?Itsbeenmore

thandays!"

Azania:"oh"

Spororo:"ihavetofocusonfindingherthan...



Actually,justleaveit."

Spororojuststormsoffanddrivestothenearest

club.

Spororo:"shotsandkeepthemcoming."

Barman:"womanproblems?"

Spororo:"somethinglikethat."

Barman:"beenthere"

Thebarmanchucklesashepourstheshots.

*

*

Lateron,thefamilyhadsupperatMamba'shouse

andastheywereabouttoleave,Tebogopulled

Mambatothebalconyweretheyweregoingtohave

someprivacy.

Mamba:"what'sup?"

Tebogo:"IwaslyingwhenIsaidthatIbumpedinto

Nomsa."

Mamba:"okaaay?"



Tebogo:"ibumpedintoBuhle."

Mamba:"wait...who?"

Tebogo:"Buhle,she'sbackintown."

Mamba:"shit!Thisissogoingtobefuckedup!"

Tebogo:"tellherthetruth,everything.Wecan'tkeep

onlyingtoher."

Mamba:"ithoughtBuhlewouldn'tcomebacktillifix

everything."

Tebogo:"andAvela?"

Mamba:"ijustcan'tgoonwiththis."

Tebogo:"openupbecausewhenBuhlecomes

knocking,itwon'tbenice."

Mamba:"howwillitellherthat...arghitwasnot

supposedtogethere!"

Tebogo:"it'sfrustratingandshe'llbemad."

Mamba:"mad?No,she'lldefinitelyfilefordivorce."

Tebogo:"yohbuttheliesman,it'senough."

Tebogogoesoutleavingaveryfrustrated



Mamba,hisringingphonedisturbshimandhe

answers.

Mamba:"xo"

Buhle:"heyyou!"

Mamba:"Buhle?"

Buhle:"oneandonly.Whenareyoucomingback?

Wemissyousomuch!"

Mamba:"firstofall,whatareyoudoinginPretoria?"

Buhle:"it'salmostayear,we'vebeenwaiting?"

Mamba:"don'tisendyoumoneymonthly?"

Buhle:"youdo.."

Mamba:"nowdousafavorandgobacktoKZN."

Buhle:"can'tiseeyoubeforewego?"

Mamba:"whereareyou?"

Buhle:"ouroldhouse."

Mamba:"I'llseeyoutomorrow."

Mambadropsthecallandmakeshisway

downstairs,there'snoone,hegoestothekitchen



findingAvelapackingthedishesputtingthemin

theirrightfulplace.Heleansagainstthefridgeand

staresather,heimmediatelyfeelsguilty.

Avela:"areyouokay?"

Mamba:"yeahyeah,I'mfine."

Avela:"butyoudon'tseemfinetome?"

Mamba:"isaidthatIamfineAvela!"Hesnapped

andAvelaisshockedbecausethisneverhappened.

Shekeepsquietandcontinueswithwhatshe's

doing.Mambagoesbehindherandholdsherwaist

butAvelaremoveshishandsandexitsthekitchen.

Mamba:"damn!"

Hefollowsherandshefindsherintheirbedroom.

Mamba:"baby,iamsorry.Ididn'tmeantosnap."

Avela:"it'sokay."

Mamba:"babyimeanit.Itisverywrongofmeto

shoutwhileyoudidnothing."

Avela:"allisforgiven."

Shetakesherlaptopandbingesonseries.



Mambagoestokneelinfrontofher.

Mamba:"I'msorrybaby,ican'thandleitwhenyou

madatme."

Avela:"I'mnotmad."

Mamba:"lookatme."

Avelaturnsandlooksathim.

Mamba:"thatlookshowsthatIamnotforgiven."

Avelasmilesandkisseshim.

Avela:"happy?"

Mambanods

Mamba:"iloveyouokay?"

Avela:"iloveyoutoo."

Hisbodycringes,ifhetellshereverything,it'sno

doubthe'llloseher.

*

*
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MambaarrivesatthehousewhereBuhleis,the

househeusedtocallhomeyearsago.Heknocks

andafterafewseconds,Buhleopens.Assoonas

hereyeslandonhim,shejumpstohimbutMamba

doesn'tholdherbutpushesheraway.

Buhle:"andthen?"

Mambagetsinthehouse,itfeelscold.

Buhlefollowshimandstandinfrontofhim.

Buhle:"anyway,it'sgoodtoseeyou."

Mamba:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Buhle:"toseeyouobviously,it'sbeenayear!We



missedyou.'

Mamba:"whose"we"?"

Buhle:"meandJunior."

Mamba:"andwhoseJunior?"

Buhle:"afteryouleft,iadoptedJuniorsinceIwas

lonely."

Mamba:"withoutmyconsent?"

Buhle:"trustme,iwantedtotellyoubutwhenisaw

yourpicturesandAvela,iwasmadtothecore!"

Mamba:"imsorryfornotkeepingmypromises."

Buhle:"youfellinlovewithherright?"

Mamba:"Ihatetosayitbutyeah.'

Buhle:"youwerenotsupposedto!Itwasnotpartof

theplan."

Mamba:"iknowbutIcouldn'thelpit."

Buhle:"whataboutme?"

Mamba:"inolongerloveyou."

Buhledroppedtothefloor,notbelievingwhather



highschoolsweetheartjustsaid.

Mamba:"ijustcan'tdothattoher."

Buhle:"butyoudoingittome?Why?IsitbecauseI

ambarren?"

Mamba:"noitisnotthat.Wejustcan'tbetogether

anymore."

Buhle:"soshegaveyouababy?"

Mamba:"babies."

Buhle:"howmany?"

Mamba:"septuples."

Buhle:"asinlike?"

Mamba:"yes7."

Buhle:"atonce,wow.Boysorgirls?"

Mamba:"boys."

Buhle:"justlikeyouhavealwayswanted."

Mamba:"I'msorry."

Buhle:"youknow,iadoptedJuniorbecauseyou

alwayswantedaboybutnow..Yougotboys."



Mambasighssittingonthecouch,Buhlestandsup

fromthefloorandkneelsinfrontofhim.

Buhle:"howdidyoufallinlovewithher?"

Mamba:"Buhle..no."

Buhle:"first,itwasThembifineshedidn'tgiveyou

babiesandIwashappy,wheniheardyoudivorced

her,thatyoumetsomeonewhomakesyou"happy"

,ihadtopretendthatIamnothurt.Ibecamea

laughingstockbackathome.Sayingmyhusbandis

inarelationshipwhileIamwaitingforhimtocome

home.Heischeating.Icrieddayinanddayout,i

waitedforyoubutyouarehavingthetimeofyour

lifewiththepersonwhoyouwerenotsupposedto

fallfor!"

Mamba:"I'msorry..."

Buhle:"sorryisnotgonnacutit,istalkedyouandher

onsocialmedia,yourpicturestogethercutdeep.

Youwerehappyinthehandsofanotherwoman,to

thinkthatyouwereoncehappywithme.The

unexpectedpicturesthemediawouldpost,you

havingicecream,hugginginpublicandyouknow



whichpicturehurtthemost?Theoneyouare

holdingherpregnancybump,knowingican'tgive

youthat.Hereyouare,inthehouseweusedto

share,wearingaweddingring.Wow!"

Mamba:"i-...."

Buhle:"saveit!Whenyousentmoney,youdidn'task

howiwasdoing.I'dgetanotificationthatyousent

money.Notevenameretextthathowamidoing?

Youweretoobusyforme!"

Mamba:"Buhle,ididwhatyoutoldme.Youtheone

whosaidishouldnotcommunicatewithyou,you

saidthatImustnotcallortextbecauseitwould

ruinourplan!"

Buhle:"butdidn'tevenbothertoaskyourselfhowi

wasfeeling.Oh,youhadforgottenthatIexisted.I'll

ask,doyouloveher?"

Mamba:"yes."

Buhle:"andme?"

Mamba:"ilovedyou."

Buhle:"doyoustillremembertheplan?"



Mamba:"yesandwearenolongergoingthrough

withit."

Buhle:"why?"

Mamba:"ican'thurtherlikethat."

Buhle:"soyou'dratherhurtmetoaccommodate

her?"

Mamba:"uhm,yeah.Tobehonest,iloveher.Too

much."

Buhle:"soweareover?"

Mamba:"yes."

Buhle:"wearenotovertillisayso?"

Mamba:"isthatathreat?"

Buhle:"no"

Mamba:"youstayawayfromher,ifihearthatyou

lookedather,Iwon'thesitatetokillyouokay?"

Buhle:"soyou'devenkillforher?"

Mamba:"I'ddoanythingforherandImean

anything."



Buhle:"okay,givemeoneofthebabiesandiwill

disappear."

Mamba:"whatareyousmoking?"

Buhle:"what?!"

Mamba:"youain'tgettingthosebabies,notevenone.

I'llbookaticketforyoutoKZN."

Buhle:"Smanga,iloveyou."

Mamba:"andiloveher."

Mambastandsupandasheapproachestoleave,

BuhlecriesrollingonthefloorandMambaturnsto

lookather,hedoesn'tevenfeelanounceofregret

orwhatsoever.IfitwasAvela,hewouldhave

comfortedherbutit'sher,hetakesadeepbreath

andleaves.

*

*

Nomsa,**Sigh!**Nomsaisinthebathroom

lookingatherselfinthemirror,shejusthateshow

shelooks.Shefillsthebathtubwithwaterandgets

inassheisstilldressedwithrazorbladesinhand.



Sheshiversasthewateriscold,sheliftsupher

dresstorevealherthighs,shestartscuttingher

thighsandwrists,shesmileswhensheseesblood

andslidsunderwaterclosinghereyes.

*

*

AfterleavingBuhle'shouse,hegoestohishouse

findingAvelafeedingthebabies.Hewalksupto

themandkissesAvela'sforehead.

Mamba:"sthandwasami."

Avela:"heyyou.Imissedyou."

Mamba:"imissedyoutoo,iamsorrythatyouhad

towakeupandfindmenotnexttoyou,ihad

somethingtotakecareof."

Avela:"okay."

Mamba:"I'msorryforsnappingatyoulastnight."

Avela:"Iforgaveyou."

Mamba:"canihelp?"

AvelanodsandMambagoestowashhishands



thenhelpsAvela.

Avela:"so,igotacall."

Mamba:"yes?"

Avela:"fromthelawyers."

Mamba:"about?"

Avela:"thebusiness,theysaidineedtosignafew

papersandinthenextmonth,itwillbeupand

running."

Mamba:"wowbaby,iamsoproudofyou."

Avela:"thankyoubutIwouldn'thavedoneitwithout

you."

Mamba:"butyoudidalmostallthework."

Avela:"withoutyoursupport,iwouldn'thavedone

it."

Mamba:"foryou,I'ddoanything.Ngiyakuthanda."

Avela:"ngiyakuthandanam."

*

*
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FewdayspassedandBuhlewentbacktoKZNwith

JuniorandMambahasbeendistantthatAvela

couldn'thelpbutnotice.

Avela:"baby,whatiswrong?Talktome."

Mamba:"nothingbaby,iamfine."

Avela:"youaredistant,younolongerspendtime

withmeortheminions,youdon'tfeedthemor

changetheirnappies.Youleaveintheweehours

andcomebackwhenwearesleeping."

Mamba:"Iwassortingsomethingsout."



Avela:"mmhthingslike?"

Asheisabouttotalk,hisphonerang.

Mamba:"canitakethis?"

AvelanodsandMambastandsupexitingtheroom

toanswer.

Mamba:"sure"

Buhle:"imissyouSthandwasami."

Mamba:"listen,whathappenedwasamistake

Buhle."

Buhle:"makinglovetoyourwomanbeforeshe

leavesisamistakeSmanga."

Mamba:"haveyousignedthedocuments?"

Buhle:"whatdocuments?"

Mamba:"don'tplaydumbwithmeBuhle."

Buhle:"iain'tplayingnje."

Mamba:"knowwhat,gotohell."

Buhle:"iloveyoutoohubby."

ShegigglesandMambadropsthecallfrustrated.



Hisphoneringsagainandheanswers.

Mamba:"yes?"

Zorro:"Chantel'sconditionisverybadboss."

Mamba:"justlethergo."

Zorro:"areyousureboss?"

Mamba:"yeahiam.Releaseher."

Hedropsthecallandgoesbacktothebedroom

findingAvelaintears.

Mamba:"mylove,areyouokay?"

Avela:"whoisBuhle?"

Mamba:"w..who?"

Avela:"BuhlebendaloZondo-Nkosi,whoisshe?"

Mamba:"i..idon'tknowher."

Avelanodsandstandsupgoingtothebathroom

tossingherphoneonthebed.Assheclosesthe

bathroomdoor,Mambatakesherphoneandhe

doesnotbelievewhathesees.Hetakeshisphone

andmakesacall.



Buhle:"missmealready?"

Mamba:"whatthehell?!"

Buhle:"iguesssisterwifegotwhatisenther."

Mamba'"whydidyou?"

Buhle:"shemustknowthetruth."

Mamba:"youknowwhat...Fuckyou!"

Buhle:"takestwoSthandwasami."

Mambadropsthecallandgoestothebathroom,he

findsAvelaintheshower.Hegetsinashewasfully

dressedandkissesherneck.

Mamba:"I'msorry."

Avela:"for?"

Mamba:"nottellingyouthetruth."

Avela:"soyouwerejuststringingmealong?"

Mamba:"nomylove,iloveyou."

Avela:"imarriedamarriedman,yeahne!"

Mamba:"baby..."



Avelaturnsandlooksathimshakingherheadin

disbelief.

Avela:"ican'tbelievethatyouusedme!"

Mamba:"iwasnotusingyoubaby."

Avela:"youaremarriedSmanga!"

Mamba:"she'sanex."

Avela:"ohwow!"

Mamba:"believemebaby."

Avela:"iwanttoknoweverything."

Mamba:"willyouleaveme?"

Avela:"it'lldepend."

Mamba:"on?"

Avela:"howbaditis."

Mamba:"nomatter,whatitis,youwon'tleaveme."

Avela:"meaning?"

Mamba:"exactlythat,youmineandonlymine."

Inasplitsecond,Mambahaspinnedheragainst



thewallstranglingher..

*

*

*

Sasha:"baby..stooooooop!"

Nkosinathilaughsandstopsticklingherthen

kisseshercheek.

Sashasmilescatchingherbreath.

Nkosinathi:"iloveyou"

Sasha:"iloveyoutoo."

Nkosinathi:"I'mhungry."

Sasha:"sooooo?"

Nkosinathi:"youasmywifehavetofeedme."

Sasha:"no,girlfriend."

Nkosinathi:"ialreadymarriedyouinmyheart."

Theylaughandweartheirshoesandgotothe

kitchenfindingNkosikhona.



Nkosikhona:"mycouplebafethu,youguysinspire

meshame."

Nkosinathi:"wegladthatwedo."

Nkosikhona:"Sash,don'tyouhavesinglefriends?"

Sasha:"no,theyareallmarried."

Nkosikhona:"stinakeboss,aretheybeautiful?"

Sasha:"yes"

Nkosikhona:"caniseetheirpictures?"

Sasha:"no,theyaretaken."

Nkosikhona:"showingmetheirpictureswon'thurt.

Twin?"

Nkosinathi:"i'mnotgettinginvolved."

Nkosikhona:"yoh,somuchforatwin!Mxm,names?"

Sasha:"no"

Nkosikhona:"yaz,I'lldomyresearchandfindthem

onmyown."

Theylaughandmakesomefood..

*



*

Avela:"Smanga,pleasedon'tdothis."

Mamba:"sssh!"

Mambacontinuestyingherupwiththeropetothe

chair,thebabiescrydisturbshim.Hestandsupand

goestocheckontheminions,hechangesthe

nappiesandlaysthemonthebedcomfortablyafter

hisdone.HegoesbacktoAvelaandcontinueswith

whathewasdoing.

Avela:"pleasedon'tdothisSmanga."

Mamba:"youaremineandonlymine!"

Mambalooksatherfacefulloftearsandhisheart

flinchesatthesightofhiswife.

Mamba:"Idon'twanttodothisbutIdon'twantyou

toleaveme."

Avela:"iwon'tleaveyou"

Mambaslapshersohardmakingherscream.

Mamba:"youthinkiamafoolne?Youaregoingto

leavemeaftericonfess."



Avela:"nobaby...Iwon't."

Mamba:"youpromise?"

AvelanodsandMambalooksathershakinghis

headcontemplatingwhethertotellhimornot.

Avelaisjustlookingatthemanshemarried,the

manwhoshewasconvincedhelovesher.She

doesn'tknowwhothemanheis,whoishe?

*

*
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Tebogo:"ehbafethu,hasanyonehadfromMamba?"



Zorro:"ispoketohim3daysagoregardingChantel."

Siphesihle:"andalsoAvelahasbeenscarce.They

nolongerallowustoseethebabies."

Luke:"iwonderwhy."

Sgonondo:"thebabiesarewithGogo,Mambatook

themtheresayinghewantstospendtimewithhis

wife."

Tebogo:"I'llgocheckuponthem,ihaveafeeling

thatsomethingisnotright."

Sash:"I'llgowithyou."

Tebogo:"noI'llbefine."

Mihle:"becareful."

Tebogo:"youknowsomething?"

Mpumi:"somethingisnotright."

Zorro:"andMambadestroyedalltheCCTVcameras

inhishousesowecan'tseewhat'sgoingon."

Senzo:"it'snotgood."

Tebogo:"lemmedrivethere."



HetakeshiscarkeysdrivingtoMamba'shouse..

*

*

Khutso:"baby,areyousurethatyouare

comfortable?"

Chantel:"yesiam,stopfussingplease."

Khutso:"you'vebeenmissingformonthssoIgot

therightstofuss."

Chantel:"iunderstandbutplease.."

Khutso:"whatreallyhappened?"

Chantel:"canwenottalkaboutit?"

Khutso:"thenwhenarewegoingtotalkaboutit?"

Chantel:"idon'tknow..."

Khutso:"nowit'stherighttime."

Chantel:"where'smybrother?"

Khutso:"idon'tknow."

Chantel:"whatdoyoumean?"



Khutso:"exactlythat."

Chantel:"eversinceIcameback,youdon'twantme

nearhim.Why?"

Khutso:"becauseheisthereasonwhyyouwent

missing."

Chantel:"huh?"

Khutso:"hesaidyouguysstolemoneyfroma

gangster,awholeMamba!"

Chantel:"money?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Khutso:"that'sthereasonyouwentmissingright?

Youstolemoneyfromhim."

Chantel:"uhhohhyeah!Wedid,nowIneedtosee

mybrotherplease."

Khutso:"okay,I'llcallhim"

KhutsotakeshisphonecallingJonathan.

Jonathan:"hey."

Khutso:"Chantelisback,she'dliketoseeyou."

HethendropsthecallandJonathanisshockedyet



excitedthathissisterisback.

Hefreshenupandtakeshiscarkeysdrivingto

Khutso'splace.Heknocksthenletshimselfin.

Jonathan:"whereismysister?"

Khutso:"hellotoyoutoo,she'sinthebedroom."

Jonathanrushestothebedroom,heopensthedoor

andtheresheis.Herunstoherandtheyhugfor

dearlife.

Jonathan:"imsosorry,pleaseforgiveme."

Hebrushesherback...

*

*

TebogoarrivesatMamba'shouseandit'stooquiet

forhisliking.Hegoesoutofhiscarandhedoesn't

knockjustletshimselfin.Thehouseissountidy,he

seesMambacomingfromthestairsandhequickly

hidesbehindthecouch.Mambalooksaroundand

goesbacktothebedroom.Tebogoslowlygetsup

andsendsatexttoZorro.Healsogoesupstairs

andhecanhearsomevoices.



Mamba:"I'msorrybaby,inevermeanttohityou."

Avelajustnodsassheisnumbtospeak.

Mamba:"imsorry.."

Hecarasseshercheekmakingherflinchasher

faceisswollen.

Mamba:"baby,talktome.."

Avela:"andsaywhat?"

Hervoiceishuskyduetothescreamingandcrying

she'sbeendoinglately.

Mamba:"I'llneverdoitagain."

Avela:"pleaseletmegosinceyouwon'ttellmethe

truth."

Mamba:"ijustcan't.."

Avela:"soyouenjoytorturingme?"

Mamba:"noidon't.Buhle...isleptwithherdaysago

beforesheleft."

Avela:"wow!"

TearsfallfreelyfromhereyesandMambabiteshis



lowerlip.

Mamba:"iknowthatIpromisedIwon'tcheatonyou

but...itwasamistake!"

AvelalooksawayandMambasighs.

Mamba:"I'llgomakeyousomefood."

MambastandsupandTebogoentersoneofthe

bedroomsashecouldhearfootsteps.Mamba

rushesdownstairsandTebogoentersthebedroom

whereMambacameoutfrom..

Tebogo:"mamabo?"

Avelaturnsopeninghereyeswide.

Tebogoscansherupanddown,hedoesnotbelieve

whathesees.

Tebogo:"hedidthistoyou?"

AvelanodsandTebogowalksuptoherandkneels

infrontofher.

Tebogo:"butwhy?"

Avela:"Buhle."



Tebogotriesuntyingherandasheisabouttountie

herlegs,thedooropens

Mamba:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Tebogo:"whyareyoutyingthemotherofyourkids

likeshe'ssome...criminal!"

Mamba:"it'snoneofyourbusiness."

MambatakesouthisgunpointingatTebogo.

Tebogo:"Mamba,lethergo.She'sinnocentinall

this."

MambapullsthetriggerandTebogogroansholding

hisarm.

Tebogo:"Mamba!"

Mamba:"I'llkillthebothofyou."

Tebogo:"spareherlifeandkillme,shehaschildren

thatneedher."

Avela:"Tebogono.."

Tebogo:"theminionsneedyouAvela."

Avela:"andSiphesihleneedsyou."



Tebogo:"Sipheisagrownupbuttheminionsare

stillmonthsold.Theyneedyoumorethananything.

Youcankillmenow.AvelatellSiphesihlethatIlove

her."

MambapullsthetriggerandTebogodropstothe

floorandAvelascreams.

Avela:"no!!"

Tebogoslightlyopenshiseyes.

Tebogo:"iloveyou..andtheminions.Tell..themthat,

ilovethem..andyou."

Hetakeshislastbreathandcloseshiseyes..

*

*
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Mambadropstothefloorrealizingwhathedoneto

hisfriend.AvelaiscryinglookingatTebogo's

lifelessbodyandMambarubshisfacewithhis

handsfrustratedandhelooksatAvelawithhis

bloodshoteyes.

Mamba:"whatdidhemeanwhenhesaidheloves

youandtheminions?"

Avela:"what?"

Mamba:"whereyouguyshavinganaffair?"

Avela:"no."

Mamba:"youknowbetterthanlyingtomeright?

Whydidhetrysavingyourlife?"

Avela:"becauseidon'tdeservethis,youtheonewho

cheated.Youusedmenowyouactinglikeiamthe

onewhousedyou!"

Mambathrowsthegunather,shetriedduckingbut



ithitshercheekandshebitesherlip.Thedoor

opensandthefamilygetsin.

Zorro:"ohmyGod!Mamba!"

Siphesihle:"Tebogo!Avela!"

MihlequicklyuntiesAvelaandAvelacriesinher

arms.

Siphesihle:"Tebogo!!!!"

Shecrieskneelingnexttoherhusbandsdeadbody

andeverybodyislookingatMamba.

Luke:"whathappened?"

Mamba:"ikilledhim."

Siphesihle:"whyy?!"

Mamba:"hewashavinganaffairwithAvela!"

Allofthem:"WHAT?!"

Mpumi:"isittrue?"

Avela:"no,it'snot."

Siphesihle:"itrustedyouAvela!"

Avela:"it'snottrue,I'dnever."



Siphesihle:"thenwhyishedead?"

Avela:"Smangawantedtokillmeandhetookthe

bulletforme."

Luke:"wow."

Mamba:"hesaidhelovesherandtheminions."

Sasha:"so?wealllovetheminions."

Mamba:"hislastwords,hesaysthathelovesher

andnothiswife?!"

Siphesihle:"first,youtookThembifromMambanow

youaredoingittome.What'sworse,heisdead.He

diedforyou!"

Sasha:"whydidyoukeepyourwifehostage?"

MambakeepsquietandSipheislayingnexttoher

man.

Sasha:"Avela?"

Avela:"d..doyouguysknowBuhlebendaloZondo-

Nkosi?"

TheguyskeepquietandalsothegirlsbutSashis

lost.



Avela:"soyouknowher?Wow!"

Sasha:"whoisthat?"

Avela:"Smanga'swife."

Sasha:"youarehiswifemos."

Avela:"no,iamnot.Buhleishiswife!"

Zorro:"soyoukeptherherebecauseofBuhle?"

MambarockshisselfbackandforwardandAvela

removesherselfoutofMihle'sgrip.

Avela:"youguysknewaboutherandnoneofyou

botheredtotellme?"

Sabelo:"itwasnotourplace."

Sash:"youguysaresofake!Youlaughedwith

her,playedwithherbabies,plannedallthesurprises

whileyouknewitwasallfake!Wow!"

Avela:"soyoudidn'tknow?"

Sasha:"yesididn't!Alltheseyears,youkept

somethinglikethisasecret?"

Theykeepquietagain.



Senzo:"wethoughthediscardedtheplan!"

Sasha:"whatplan?"

Senzo:"thathemarriesyou,takesthebabies,killyou

andgobacktoBuhlesinceBuhleisbarren."

Avela:"wow!"

Sash:"youguysaresnakes!"

SashtakesAvela'shandandremovestheringand

Siphesihlespeaks.

Siphesihle:"whatiftheminionsareTebogo'sbabies?

Imean..thewayhewasattachedtothem!"

Sasha:"ican'tbelieveyourightnowSiphesihle!"

SashtakesAvela'shandandtheygooutand

Mambastandsupandtheguysgoafterhim

thinkingthatheisfollowingthembutMambagoes

tooneofthebedroomlookingthedoor.

Senzo:"Mambaopenup!"

..

SashaopensthecardoorandAvelagetsincrying

andSashagetsinandshedrivestoNkosinathi's



house.TheygetoutthecarandSashlet'sherselfin

findingthetwinswatchingsoccer.

Nkosinathi:"ohbabe!"

HelooksatAvelawhohasherfaceswollen.

Nkosinathi:"hey."

Avelanods

Sasha:"baby,she'snotinagoodspaceandcanshe

crashinhereforawhile?I'llexplaineverything."

Nkosinathi:"idon'tmind,KhonaandIwillcleanup

theguestroom."

Sasha:"thankyou.Uhm,AvelathisisNkosinathimy

boyfriendandhistwin,Nkosikhona."

Avela:"nice..meetingyou."

Shesayswipinghertearsandtheysmile.

Sasha:"comeandlet'sgetyoucleanedup."

Sashapullshertothebathroom...

Nkosikhona:"she'sbeautifulyoh!"

Nkosinathi:"ha.ano."



Nkosikhona:"iwonderwhathappenedbutlet'sgo

cleantheguestroom."

Theygototheguestroomandstartcleaningitup.

*

*

Jonathan:"imsohappytoseeyou."

Chantel:"metoo."

Jonathan:"ithoughtMambahadkilledyou.Didhe

hurtyou?"

Chantel:"no"

Jonathan:"imsorrytoseeyou."

Theyhugtightlyastheysobineachothersarms.

*

*

Nomsaisawakeafterafailedsuicideattemptand

Thatohasbeenbyhersidesincehefoundherina

bathtubfullofblood..

Thato:"imhappytoseeyouawake."



Nomsanods.

Thato:"areyouhungry?"

Sheshakesherheadno

Thatotakesadeepbreathandattemptstoleavebut

Nomsastopshim.

Nomsa:"wait.."Sheclearsherthroatandheturns.

Nomsa:"I'msorry."

Thato:"iwon'tforceyoutotalktomeNomsa."

Nomsa:"iamsorry."

Thato:"why?"

Nomsa:"iamtiredofliving."

ShebreaksdownandThatocomfortsher..

*

*

Avela:"thankyou"

Sasha:"it'snothing,getdressedwhileImakefood

foryou."



AvelanodsandSashgoestothetwins.

Nkosinathi:"howisshe?"

Sasha:"thishurtheryoh."

Nkosikhona:"whathappened?"

Sashasitsandnarrateseverythingandtosaythat

theyareangryisanunderstatement.

Nkosikhona:"justbecauseheistheMightyMamba

itdoesnotmeanheshoulddowhathelikestothe

poorgirl."

Sasha:"like,hemanagedtotrickthepoorgirl."

Nkosinathi:"thenkilledhisfriendbecausehe

wantedtosaveherlife."

Nkosikhona:"hayi,heisbewitched.SoveleAvela

wasgoingtobetheirsurrogateorwhateveritis?"

Sasha:"seemslikeit."

AvelaslowlymakesherwayinandSashmeetsher

halfwayhuggingher.Thenpullshertothecouch

andtheyseat.

Sash:"howareyoufeeling?"



Avela:"imissmybabies."

Sasha:"you'llseethemtomorrow,youneedtorest."

Avela:"I'llrestafterI'veseenthem,itsbeendays

Sash.Iwillspendthenightatgogo."

Sash:"no,it'snotsafe.Mambamightknowyouare

theresono.I'lltakegogotoahousewhereMamba

won'tfindher."

Avela:"ihearthatbutmybabiesSash!"

Nkosinathi:"tellyouwhat,we'llbringyourbabies."

Avela:"really?"

Nkosikhona:"yes.Wenajustrelax."

Sash:"thankyouguys.Solet'sgomakefoodwhile

theyfetchthebabiesandI'llletgogoknow."

Nkosikhona:"so,howmanybabiesarewetalking

about?"

Avela:"septuples."

Nkosinathi:"wow.Congratulations."

Avela:"thankyou."



ThetwinsgofetchthebabieswhileSashmakes

foodforher..

*

*

Mambaislockedinherroomwithagunandropein

hand.Hedoesn'tknowwhethertoshoothimselfor

hanghimself.Hetakesoutapaperandwritesa

notetoAvela..

Theknockingonthedoorkeepsdisturbinghimand

heisnowannoyed.Hedoesnotmindit.Whathe

didflashesbackandhetakesadeepbreath...

*

*
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Buhle:"Smangaansweryourphonedammit!"

Ittakesherstraighttovoicemailandshethrowsher

phoneonthecoffeetable,hermothergetsin.

Julia:"ndodakazi."

Buhle:"mama"

Julia:"howismysoninlaw?"

Buhle:"heisinlovewiththegirl,hesaiditstraightto

myface!"

Julia:"didyouusethemuthi?"

Buhle:"icouldn't."

Julia:"what?"

Buhle:"trustme,iwasabouttobuticouldn't.Ican't

forcehimtolovemeandIcan'tsacrificeJunior."

Julia:"doyouloveSmanga?"

Buhle:"yes,morethananything."



Julia:"ifyoulovedhimthenyouwouldhaveused

thebloodymuthi!"

Buhle:"ifhelovesher,I'lllethimbe.Iknowbetter

thanstandinginthewayofsomeone'shappiness."

Julia:"whataboutyourhappiness?Thatgirlstole

yourhappiness."

Buhle:"I'llgiveBonganiachance."

Julia:"overmydeadbody!Youarenotgonnadate

thatpauper!"

Buhle:"thatpauperhasproveditsomanytimesthat

helovesme."

Julia:"willlovepayforexpenses?"

Buhle:"I'llfindajob."

Julia:"what?There'snochildofminewhowillwork

whentherearemenwho'llcaterforherneeds.Men

likeSmanga!"

Buhle:"Smangaismarried"

Julia:"heisstillmarriedtoyou,usethatasadamn

advantage!"



Buhle:"whichpartdon'tyouunderstandthathe

doesnotlovemeanymore!!"

Julia:"okay,findanotherrichmantotakecareof

youandJuniorbecauseIsurewillnottakecareof

you!"

Buhle:"wowmama!"

Juliatakesherexpensivehandbagandswaysout

shakingherbody..

*

*

ThedoorbreaksdownandtheycomeuponMamba

pointingagunathishead.

Senzo:"putthegundown!"

Mamba:"idon'tdeservetolive."

Sabelo:"whataboutyourbabies?"

Mamba:"mybabies?Heee"

Luke:"yes,yougotbabies."

Mamba:"idoubtshe'llwantmenearthem."



Hethrowsthegunonthetableandsitsdown.

Sgonondo:"whathadgottenintoyoumara?"

Mamba:"isleptwithBuhle."

Senzo:"thenyoukidnapheryetyouaretheonewho

betrayedher?"

Mamba:"ididn'twanttotellhereverything,the

Buhleissue!"

Zorro:"thenyoukillTebza?Becausehetriedsaving

herlife?"

Mambakeepsquietandtheguysshaketheirhead

indisbelief.

Mambapourshimselfaglassofwhiskyandhe

gulpsitdown.

Zorro:"easy."

Mamba:"mxm"

*

*

Avela:"thankyouforbringingthebabies."



Nkosinathi:"it'sapleasure."

Nkosikhona:"theyarecute."

Nkosinathi:"theyaremorethanthewordcute."

Avela:"thankyouandthankyouforeverything."

Nkosinathi:"nosweat."

Avelasmileslookingatherminions,Nkosikhonais

allsmiles.

Sash'sphoneringsandsheanswers.

Sash:"sure"

Siphesihle:"whereisthattraitor?"

Sasha:"oh!That'ssuchastrongworddon'tyou

think?"

Siphesihle:"ican'tbelievethatyouaresidingwitha

bitch!"

Sasha:"whatdoyouwant?"

Siphesihle:"tellthatbitchit'snotover!"

ShedropsthecallandSashalaughs.

Sasha:"SiphesaysthatIshouldtellyouit'snot



over."

Avela:"ididnothaveanaffairwithherhusband!"

Sasha:"whatdidTebogosaythatconvincedMamba

thatyouguyswherehavinganaffair?"

Avela:"hesaidSmangashouldn'tkillme,imthe

motherofhisbabiesbuthewasn'thavinganyofit.

TebogosaidishouldtellSiphethathelovesher.

Smangashothim,withhislastbreath..hesaidhe

lovesmeandtheminions."

Nkosikhona:"thatdoesn'tmeanthatyouguyswere

havinganaffair."

Avela:"trytellingthattoSiphesihle.Thather

husbandtookbulletsforme."

Nkosinathi:"toomuchdramaforoneday!"

Avela:"yougotnoidea."

Nkosikhona:"what'sthereasonforhimhittingyou?"

Avela:"hedidn'twanttotellmeaboutBuhle,hesaid

I'llnotleavehim.I'monlyhis."

Nkosikhona:"ihatemenwhousethatlineandhit



women!"

*

*

AMONTHLATER..

*

Amonthhaspassed,Tebogowaslaidinhisfinal

placeofrest,Avelawantedtogopayherlast

respectsbutSiphesihledidnotwanttoseeher.

Avelahasmovedoutofthehousehewassharing

withMambaandshestayswithGogo,where

Mambawon'tfindthem.Sashhascuttieswithall

theguys.Shedoesn'tlikewhattheydid,hidingsuch

abigsecret!

NkosinathiandNkosikhonahavebeenvisiting

Avelaandgogoalmosteveryday.Theygotso

attachedtothebabiesthattheyevenleavewhen

theyaresleepingatnight.Nkosikhonaisworse,he

evenskipsworkbecauseofthebabies.

Sasha:"ithinkKhonalikesAvela."

Nkosinathi:"ithoughtIwastheonlyonenoticingit."



Sash:"hedeniesitbutdeepdown,heknowsitstrue!"

Nkosikhonamakeshiswayindressedcasually.

Nkosinathi:"letmeguess,youarenotgoingtowork

becauseofthebabies?"

Nkosikhona:"i'maccompanyingAvelatotheMall."

Sasha:"mmh"

Nkosikhona:"hayihayihayi!"

Sasha:"ididn'tsayanything,ijustsaidmmmh"

Nkosikhona:"iknowwhatthatmeans,I'mout!"

Hetakeshiscarkeysleavingthemlaughingandhe

drivestoAvela.Uponarrival,heknocksandgogo

opensandsmiles.

Nkosikhona:"heyma."

Gogo:"hello,comein."

Shemakeswayforhimandhegetsin.

Gogo:"canigetyouanythingtodrink?"

Nkosikhona:"imfinema,isAvelaready?"

Gogo:"she'sstilldressingthemup.What'sgoing



betweenthetwoofyou?"

Nkosikhona:"wearejustfriends."

Gogonodssmilingbutshedoesn'tseemconvinced.

AvelamakesherwayinandKhona'sjawdrops.

Nkosikhona:"wow!"

Avelagiggles

Nkosikhona:"youlookbeautiful...breathtaking."

Avela:"thankyou,youlookgoodyourself."

Gogo:"I'lltakecareofthem,goandhavefun.You

havebeencoopedupinthehouseforweeksnow."

AvelasmilesandNkosikhonastandsuptakingher

hand,theysaytheirgoodbyesandNkosikhona

opensthedoorforher.

....

Inlessthan30minutes,theyarealreadyatMenlyn.

AstheyaremakingtheirwaytoSteers,theybump

intoSiphesihledressedinaveryshortdressand

heelsandherweaveonfleek!Wait,isn'tshe

supposedtobeinmourning?



Siphesihle:"yeahwenahoe!"

Avelafoldsherarmslookingather

Siphesihle:"traitor,allalongyouwerepretendingto

bemyfriendyetyouareaftermyman!Y...."

Nkosikhonainterruptsher

Nkosikhona:"youholditrightthere,youwerethe

onespretendingandifyouarelookingforahoeor

traitor,isuggestyoulookatthemirror,nowexcuse

us!"

Nkosikhonapushesheroutofthewayandthey

walkpasther,Avelalaughs.

Nkosikhona:"athankyouwoulddo."

Avela:"thankyouKhona."

Nkosikhonasmilesandtheymaketheirwayto

Steers.

*

*

Girl:"aaah...youarehurtingme,slowdown!"

ShescreamsbutMambadoesn'tmindherashe



keepspoundinginherveryhardforgettingthatshe

mightbeinpains.Shetriespushinghimawaybut

heisnotbudging.Mambasqueezesherbreastsas

hecums.Helaysontopofherbreathingheavily,he

pullsoutanddisposestheusedcondom.Hegoes

tothebathroomleavingthepoorgirlsintears..

*

*

Siphesihle:"Avelahastopayforwhatshedid."

Zorro:"shedidnothingmos."

Siphesihle:"she'sthesolereasonwhymyhusband

isdead!"

Mihle:"whyaren'tyounotwearingblackclothes?"

Siphesihle:"I'llmournthedayigetmyrevengeon

Avela."

Senzo:"what'stheplan?"

Siphesihle:"stealthebabies.."

Silence...

*



*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:31] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Continuationofinsert129

*

*

Zorro:"saywhatnow?"

Siphesihle:"weusethebabiesasrevenge."

Zorro:"youshouldbemourningyetyouarebusy

plottingevilness,rhaaaSiphesihle!"

Siphesihle:"shebetrayedme!"

Zorro:"shewasnothavinganaffairwithhim!"

Siphesihle:"howsureareyou?"



Zorro:"haveyounoticedstrangevibesbetween

them?No.YoushouldstayawayfromAvelasince

shefeelsbetrayedbyus!"

Luke:"heisright."

Siphesihle:"oh,soy'allwantAvela?"

Zorro:"ifiwantedher,iwouldhavewentforher

becauseIwouldn'thaveusedherthewayMamba

usedher.I'ddoabetterjobthanhim!"

Siphesihle:"Mambaisyourboss!"

Zorro:"yesbutitdoesn'tmeanheshouldplaywith

her.Countmeoutofyouruselessplan.Ican'thurt

herlikethat."

Luke:"samehere."

Zorro:"ifoneoftheminionsdisappear,I'mcoming

afteryou."

ZorroandLukeleaveandSipheclickshertongue.

Siphesihle:"youguysareinright?"

Theyslowlyshaketheirheadsno...

*



*

AvelaandNkosikhonaarecomingoutofToyRUsas

Khonadecidedtospoilthebabies.

Avela:"therewasactuallynoneedyouknow,the

toysareenough."

Nkosikhona:"theyare7sotheycanneverbe

enough."

Avelalaughsandtheyputtheminthecarbootand

gogeticecream,AvelastealsglancesatKhona,she

nevernoticedhowhandsomehewas.Withthick

eyebrowsandlashesandhislightskin.

Nkosikhona:"stoplookingatmelikethat.."

Avela:"lookingatyouhow?"

Nkosikhona:"idon'tknowbutyoumakingme

blush."

Avela:"ncooah!"

Theylaughandgeticecreamandaladygoesto

them.

Lady:"yousureknowhowtopickthemhey,from



gangstertoaphysiotherapist.Mmhwow."

Sheshakesherheadandleaves.

Nkosikhona:"youknowher?"

Avela:"nope."

Theywalkbacktothecartakingpictures.

NkosikhonadrivesAvelabacktothehousebut

beforeheleaves,hehastoseetheminions.They

findgogointhekitchenandtheygotothebedroom

tocheckonthem.Theyaresleepingintheircotsso

heKissestheirforeheads.

Nkosikhona:"ihavetogonow,I'llseeyou

tomorrow?"

AvelanodsandNkosikhonaopenshisarmsand

theyhug,astheypullout,Nkosikhonakissesher

lipsandAvelakissesherback.Nkosikhonasmiles

andliftsherupwrappingherlegsaroundhiswaist

andhepinsheragainstthedoorandAvelaremoves

hisT-shirt.

Nkosikhona:"notinfrontofthekids,bathroom?"

Avela:"theyaresleeping."



Nkosikhona:"you'llwakethemup."

Avelagigglesandtheyleavethebedroomsneaking

tothebathroom.Asthedoorcloses,theyare

alreadyallovereachother,undressingeachother,

herbackagainstthewallandhishandgoesupto

hervaginahemovesitupanddownherswollen

clit,"youarewetformeandIloveit."Hesaysbefore

enteringhisfingerandhemoans,hekissesheras

hemoveshisfingerinandout.Hepullsoutofthe

kiss,kissingherneckandshebitesherlip,the

pleasurehe'sfingersaremakingherfeel!Shefeels

herbodyshiverandshecums.Hesmileslickinghis

fingers.Hekneelstakingherlegsandplacingthem

onhisshoulderandhelickshervagina.Shecloses

hereyesmufflinghermoansandherlefthand

pincheshernipple.Hestandsupkissingher

breaststhenkissesher,hemoveshiserectpenisup

anddownhervaginateasingherandhefinally

insertsit,hegaspsassheburiesherfaceinhis

neck.

Nkosikhona:"iloveyou..."

*



*
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Khutso:"baby,areyousurethatyoudonotneed

therapy?"

Chantel:"I'mfineKhutso."

Khutso:"yetyoukeeponhavingnightmares."

Chantel:"mxm"

Khutso:"youneedtotalktosomeone."

Chantel:"ineednobloodyshrink!"

Khutso:"ifyousayso,igiveup!"



Chantel:"khanteompatlangKhutso?"(whatdoyou

wantfromme)

Khutso:"ineedyou,thebubblywifeimarriednot...

this!Youareamesslately!"

Chantel:"doyoublameme?Aftereverythingihave

gonethrough?"

Khutso:"ididn'tsaystealfromMamba!"

Chantel:"ididn'tstealfromhim,iseduced

him,wantinghimtofuckmesohe'llleaveAvela!"

Khutso:"w...what?"

Chantellooksdownplayingwithhisfingers.

Khutso:"seducingatakenmanwhenyouare

married?Whereareyourmorals?"

Chantel:"imsorry."

Khutso:"saveit!"

Khutsogoesoutbangingthedoor..

*

*



*

Mambagetsinhishouse,thehouseheusedto

sharewiththeloveofhislife,Avela.Shegoestothe

bedroomandtakesaphoto,it'stheirwedding

picture.Howhappytheywere,untilheruined

everything.Hegroanedthrowingthepictureonthe

wall.Hecalmshimselfdownandtakesouthis

phone.HecomesacrossAvela'spicture,hesaved

herashiswallpaper.Heistemptedtocallhimbut

hedoesn'tknowwhethershe'llanswerornot.He

thinksofallthethingshedid,tyingheruplikeadog

ofsomesort,hittingherbecausehisshenanigans

werecatchingupwithhim.Helooksattheringon

hisfingerandsighsdeeply.

HegoesbackdownstairsandfindsSiphesihle

sittedthere,dressedinashortdress.

Mamba:"howcanihelp?"

Siphesihle:"aplantogetbackonAvela."

Mamba:"whatdidshedo?"

Siphesihle:"bothherandTebogofooledus."



Mamba:"oh"

Siphesihle:"thenhetakesyourbabiesawayfrom

youorshouldisay,Tebogo'sbabies?Andhaveyou

everaskedyourselfwhyTebogowantedtoname

oneofthem?Becauseheknewthattheyarehis!"

Mamba:"n..."Siphesihleinterruptshim.

Siphesihle:"allthesignsarethere,theyhadusfooled.

It'stimeforrevenge."

Siphestandsupremovingherheelsanddress.

Mamba:"whatareyoudoing?"

Siphesihle:"iknowthatyouwantthisasmuchasI

do."

Mamba:"yourhusbandwasmyfriend,ican'tdo

this."

Siphesihle:"andtheywereourpartnersbutdidthat

stopthem?No."

Siphesihleisnownaked,sheplayswithherbreasts

lickingherlips.Mambapullsherandkissesher

grabbingherbutt.



*

*

Aftertheirsession,theygetdressedand

NkosikhonaisstealingglanceslookingatAvela.

Avela:"what?"

Nkosikhona:"imeantitwhenIsaidiloveyou."

Avela:"UhmNkosik.."

Nkosikhona:"sssh,iknowthatyouarestillmarried

toMambathouyouarenolongerwearingyour

weddingring,buttakeyourtime.Ineedyoutofind

yourself,yesMambahurtyoubutmaybeyoustill

havethatlove,idon'tknowbutIdon'twantyouto

feelpressuredinanyway.Getyourthingsinorder,

I'llwaitbutdon'tforgetthatIloveyou."

Avelanodsassheisspeechless.

Nkosikhona:"andwhuuu,ienjoyedmakingloveto

you.."

Hepullshercloseandkissesher.

Nkosikhona:"umuhleyezwa?"



Avela:"thankyou."

Shesmilesandtheyexitthebathroombumping

intoGogo.

Gogo:"nocomment!"

Shegoestoherbedroom,AvelaandNkosikhonaare

soembarrassed.

Nkosikhona:"actuallychangeofplans,I'llseeyou

tonight.I'mtakingyouout."

Hekissesherforeheadandleaves.Shegoesback

tothebathroomandithitsherthattheyusedno

condom.Sherushestothebedroomtakingher

phone,shecallshim.

Nkosikhona:"missmealready?"

Avela:"no"

Nkosikhona:"imhurt."theylaugh

Avela:"Uhmiwantedtoaskifyoucangetmeafter

pills?"

Nkosikhona:"didyouhavetoremembermara?"

Avela:"trynaknockmeup?"



Nkosikhona:"wouldn'tbesuchabadidea."

Avela:"yohno."

Nkosikhona:"I'llgetthemforyou."

Avela:"thankyou."

*

*

Nkosikhonadrivestothepharmacyandgetsthe

afterpillsthendrivestohishousefindingNathi

eating.

Nkosinathi:"awwfinallyheremembershehasa

twin!"

Nkosikhona:"whatever!"

Nkosinathi:"howisshe?"

Nkosikhona:"she'sgood,whereisSash?"

Nkosinathi:"shesaidthatshehassomethingshe

needstofix,she'llbebacktomorrow."

Nkosikhonanodsandsitsnexttohistwin.

Nkosinathi:"somebodysmellsorgasms."



Nkosikhona:"howdoorgasmssmell?"

Nkosinathi:"thewayyousmell,youreeksex!"

Nkosikhona:"peoplewhosaythatpeoplesmellsex

confuseme,howdoessexsmell?"

Nkosinathi:"doesn'tmatter.Sowhodidyoubang?"

Nkosikhonastandsupwhistlinggoingtothe

kitchenandNkosinathifollowshim.

Nkosinathi:"don'ttellmeit'snotwhatIthinkitis."

Nkosikhona:"ididn'tsayanythingjeez!"

Nkosinathi:"mmhandyournecklooksnice."

Nkosikhona:"huh?"

Nkosinathi:"thelovebitesonyourneck."

Nkosikhonasmilestouchinghisneck..

*

*
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Mamba:"thiswasnottohappen,shit!"

Siphesihle:"hawu?"

Mamba:"itwasamistakeanditwon'thappenagain.

Youweremarriedtomyfriend!"

Siphesihle:"thesamefriendwhohadanaffairwith

yourwife?"

Mamba:"justleave!"

Siphesihlerollshereyesgettingoutofbedandgets

dressed.Mambafixesthebedandgoestothe

bathroom.Hegetsintheshower,thinkingabout

Avela,theminionsandallhedidtohiswife

becauseofhisshenanigans.



Mamba:"GodknowsthatInevermeanttohurtyou."

Hetakesashowerandgetsoutwrappingatowel

aroundhiswaistandgoestothebedroomand

therewasnosightofSiphesihle.Hetakeshis

phonecallingAvelabutittakeshimstraightto

voicemailsoheleavesavoicemessage

Mamba:"uhm,hey.Ieish,iamsorryforeverything

thatIdidtoyou.Itisallmyfaultiknow,ididn't

meanto.I..ImissyouandIwouldlikeforusto

meetsoicantellyouthetruth.Iloveyou."

Hesighsdroppingthecall,helooksathiswallpaper,

it'sapictureofAvela.Hegoesthroughhisgallery

lookingatherpicturesandvideos.

Mamba:"imissyou."

*

*

AfterleavingMamba'shouse,Siphesihledrivesto

herhousetotakeabath.

Shegetsdressedinaverylongdress,sandalsanda

doek.Shetakeshercarkeysandphone.Shedrives



tothetownshipinMamelodilookingforawell

knownsangomasheonceheardof.Shedrives

aroundtillsheseesanoldshack,hergutfeeling

tellshertogetin.Shegetsoutofhercarandwalks

intheyard.Shehearsgruntingsoundandshe

smiles.

*

*

*

Nkosikhonastandsinfrontofthemirrorlookingat

himselfandheisimpressedwithhowhelooks.He

takeshiscarkeysandcellphone,Nkosinathiis

nowhereinsight.HedrivestoAvela.

WhileAvelaisgettingready,shelooksatherdress

andherminddriftstoMamba.Shereallylovedhim

orshestilldoeslovehim.Shemisseshim.She

takesherphonefindingavoicemessagefrom

Mamba,shelistenstoitanditleavesheremotional.

Herphonerings

Avela:"hello"



Zorro:"mamabo."

Avela:"Zolani?"

Zorro:"oneandonly.Howareyoudoing?"

Avela:"imgoodandpleasegetstraighttothepoint."

Zorro:"firstly,I'dliketoapologizeandIam

apologizingonmybehalf,iamsorryforkeepingthe

Buhleissuefromyou.Iamsorrymamabo."

Avela:"Iunderstand."

Zorro:"andicalledtoletyouknowthatpleasebe

carefulofSiphesihle."

Avela:"why?"

Zorro:"she'splanningsomethingandsomehow,she

wantstousetheminions.Butyoucanrelax,I'll

protectthemandyou."

Avela:"pleasedon't,thelastpersonwhotried

protectingmedied."

Zorro:"iknowanddon'tbeatyourselfup.I'llprotect

you.Theminionsmeanalottous."

Avela:"thankyou.Caniask?"



Zorro:"sure?"

Avela:"Buhlebendalo,howlonghavetheybeen

married?"

Zorro:"it'snotmyplacetotellyouthat."

Avela:"please"

Zorro:"7years."

Avela:"andThembi?"

Zorro:"2-3yearsandtherestyoucanaskMamba."

Avela:"okaythanks."

Zorro:"takecareofyourselfwiththeminions."

AveladropsthecallandlooksatMambapicture,it

makeshersmile.Somethingtellsherthateven

thougheverythingwasfake,Mamba'slovewasoris

real.Shesnapsoutofitandcontinuesgettingready

forherdatewithNkosikhona.Aftershe'sdone,she

goestoGogo'sroom.Sheknocksandlet'sherin.

Avela:"gogo.."

Gogo:"youcango,I'lltakecareofthem."



Avela:"thankyou"

Gogo:"whatisgoingonbetweenyouand

Nkosikhona?"

Avela:"uhm..gogo?"

Gogo:"seeingthatyouhavealreadysleptwithhim?"

Avelalooksdownplayingwithherfingers.

Gogo:"Avela,igetthatSmangahurtyoubutthat

doesn'tmeanyoushouldgosleepwithothermen.

Don'tgetmewrong,iknowyouandSmangahaven't

communicatedforamonthbutIsuggestthatyou

sitdownandtalktohim.Icanseethatyoumiss

him.Icatchyousometimeslookingathispictures.

Talktohimandmaybehemisseshisbabies.Don't

keepthemawayfromhim.Youcangonow."

Avelaslowlyleaves,herphonebeeps,it'satextfrom

Nkosikhona.

*

*
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Thedinnerdatewasvery...idon'tknow,howcani

putit?Itwasveryboringornotinteresting,idon't

know..

Nkosikhona:"areyouokay?"

Avela:"yeahyeah,iam."

ShesaysdrinkingherjuicebutNkosikhonadoes

notbelieveher.

Nkosikhona:"youmisshimright?"

Avela:"himwho?"

Nkosikhona:"Smanga."



Avelatakesadeepbreathdartinghereyesallover.

Nkosikhona:"youdon'thavetohideit,itsvisible.But

Idon'tblameyou."

Avela:"ijustdon'tknowwhattodo."

Nkosikhona:"whetheryouforgivehimornot?"

Avela:"yes"

Nkosikhona:"tellyouwhat,isaycallhimsohecan

spendtimewiththebabies.Awholemonthand

weekswithouthimseeingthem."

Avela:"youthinkso?"

Nkosikhona:"yes.Listen,iwon'tblameyouifyou

decidetogetbackwithhimthenIwon'tblameyou

becauseyoulovehim.Wecanremainasfriends

andaslongIgettoseethebabies."

Avela:"thankyou."

Nkosikhonasmilesandtheycontinuewiththeir

dinner.

*

*



Thefollowingday,Avelahasjustfinisheddressing

thebabies,sheplayswiththemandtakesavideo

thensendsittoMamba.Afteraminuteshesentthe

video,Mambacalledherback.

Avela:"uhmhey"sheclearsherthroat

Mamba:"howareyou?"

Avela:"iamgoodandyou?"

Mamba:"imgood,itfeelsgoodhearingyourvoice."

Avelakeepsquiet.

Mamba:"ba..Avela?"

Avela:"youcanseethebabiesifyouwant."

Mamba:"really?"Youcanhearfromhisvoicethathe

isexcited.

Avela:"yeah,ifyouain'tbusy."

Mamba:"I'llneverbebusyforyouguys,where?"

Avela:"uh..I'llsendyouthelocation."

Mamba:"okay"

AveladropsthecallandforMamba,itwaslikehe



couldscream!Hegoestothebathroomtakinga

shower.Aftersometime,hegetsdressedandhis

phonebeeps.ItisatextfromAvelawiththe

location.Hesmilesandtakeshisphoneandkeys,

asheisabouttoleave,hebumpsintoSiphesihle.

Mamba:"ufunani?"(whatdoyouwant)

Siphesihle:"icametocheckuponyou."

Mamba:"idon'tneedcheckingupon,iamfine."

Siphesihle:"whereareyouheadedto?"

Mamba:"it'snoneofyourbusiness."

Siphesihlemakesherwayinandundresses.

Mamba:"andthen?"

Siphesihle:"imissyou.."

ShetwirlsaroundandMambarollshiseyes,

Siphesihlewalksuptohimandwrapshisarms

aroundhisnecklickingherlips.

Siphesihle:"makemefeelgood.."

Mambaistemptedtokissherbutsomethingis

holdinghimback.



Mamba:"Siphesihle,ihavetogo."

Siphesihle:"what'smoreimportantthanthis?"

Mamba:"mybabies.."

Siphesihle:"whatbabiesbecauseifyoumean

Avela'sthenyouarewrongbecausetheyare

Tebogo'sbabies."

Mamba:"no,theyaremine."

Siphesihle:"areyousurebecausetheywerehaving

anaffair!"

Mamba:"mxm"

Heremovesherhandsandgoesout,Siphesihle

wantstostophimbutitseemslikeherfeetare

stuckonthefloor.

Siphesihle:"what'sgoingon?"

*

*

*

Lindi:"entlekwena,what'sgoingonwithyourlife?"



Thembi:"whatdoyoumean?"

Lindi:"idon'tknow,youbecomethisclassylady

nowadays."

Thembi:"incaseyouforgot,iwork."

Lindi:"yesyoudobutdoesthemoneyyouearn

allowyoutobuydesignerclotheseveryday?"

Thembi:"igotapromotion."

Lindi:"wenana"

Thembi:"mamaplease,ifyoudon'thaveanythingto

say,pleaseexcuseme."

Shegoestoherbedeoomandchangesintoablack

dressandheels.Shedoeshermakeupandher

phonerings.

Thembi:"heyfriend."

Karabo:"mzala,areyoudone?"

Thembi:"yea,givemetwominutes."

Shedropsthecallanddoestouchups,shetakes

hersidebagandgoesoutpassinghermother,she

goesoutandthereisacarparkedoutside,the



windowsrolldownandit'sKaraboand2men.She

getsinthecargreetingeveryone.

Karabo:"youlookinghotmyfriend."

Me:"thanksmzala,whereareweheadedto?"

Karabo:"Caprivi."

ThembiandKaraboscreammakingtheguyslaugh.

*

*

AknockdisturbsAvelaasshewascleaningaround,

Gogowenttochurchsoshegoestoopen,finding

Mamba.

Mamba:"hey."

Avela:"hi,getin."

Sheletshiminandleadsthemtowherethebabies

are.

Mamba:"thankyouforallowingmetoseethem."

AvelanodsandcontinuescleaningwhileMambais

withthebabies,hestealsglancesatAvelaandhe'd



smiletohimself,hemissesher.

*

*
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Nkosinathi:"ehwena,whydoyouseemdepressed?"

Nkosikhona:"what?Noiamnot."

Nkosinathi:"thedatedidn'tgowell?"

Nkosikhona:"itwasn'tthatbad."

Nkosinathi:"whatdoyoumean?"

Nkosikhona:"Imeanit'sclearthatshestillloves



Smanga."

Nkosinathi:"youthinkshe'llgetbacktogetherwith

him?"

Nkosikhona:"iamnotsurebutIloveherjoe!"

Nkosinathi:"butshelovessomeoneelse."

Nkosikhona:"thatiknow."

Nkosinathi:"sowhatareyougoingtodo?"

Nkosikhona:"idon'tknowbutisaidwecanbe

friends."

Nkosinathi:"friendswithbenefitsorjustfriends?"

Nkosikhona:"justfriends.."

Nkosinathi:"heewe'llsee!"

Nkosikhonachuckles...

*

*

Mamba:"ienjoyedspendingtimewithyouguysbut

nowIhavetogo."

AvelanodsandMambastandsupandgoesto



kneelinfrontofAvela,holdingherhands.

Mamba:"I'msorry."

Avelacloseshereyesastearsfallfromhereyes,

thinkingaboutallMambahasdonetoher.

Mamba:"I'msosorryAvela,ididn'tmeantohurtyou.

"

Avela:"youknow,I'dunderstandifyouwere

bewitchedbutno,youwereinyourrightstateof

mind."

Mamba:"iknow..."

Avela:"ibeggedyoutoletmego,butwheneverI'd

speak,youwouldhitme.Ineverthoughtthatone

day,themanIlovewouldlayhishandsonme.

Beatingmeupbecauseyourefusedtotellmethe

truth."

Mamba:"Iknow..it'smyfault."

Avela:"tellmeeverything.."

Mamba:"baby..."

Avela:"Smanga!"



Mamba:"okay,BuhleandImetyearsagobefore

Thembi.2monthsdownthelinewewerealready

dating,idon'tknowhowbutIfelttheneedtomarry

hersoIdid.Aftermarryingher,wetriedhavinga

babybutwefailed.Iwenttodoctorsthinkingiam

theproblembutno,iwasfine.Isuggestedthatshe

shouldseethedoctorbutshewasfurious!Ithen

overheadhertalkingtohermotherthatshecan't

havekids.Iconfrontedthembuttheytoldmesome

storywhichIdon'tevenunderstandtoday.Iforgave

herthenshecameupwithasuggestionthatwe

shouldgetasurrogate.IwasagainstitatfirstbutI

softenedup,imetThembi.Youknowthestory.

ThenImetyouandIfellinlovewithyou,ididn'tsee

someonewhowillbaremeababythenkillher.I

loveyouAvela,morethanyou'lleverknow.Please

forgiveme.I'ddoanythingtohaveyouback.Back

toBuhle,shewaslivinginKZNandIwassending

hermoneyeverymonth.Whenyougavebirth,i

couldn'ttakethemawayfromyouandraisethem

withanotherwoman.Ijustcouldn't.WhenBuhle

cameback,itoldherthatIloveyou.Inolonger

lovedher,ibookedaticketforhertoKZNandbefore



sheleft,uhm..weslepttogether.Iamsorry."

Avela:"yetyouaccusedmeofhavinganaffairwith

Tebogo?"

Mamba:"itwascrazyofmetothinkthat,iamsorry."

Avela:"please...leave."

Mamba:"Avela.."

Avela:"Smangago."

MambastandsupandlooksatAvela.

Mamba:"ngiyakuthanda."

HethenleavesAvelawipinghertears.

*

*

Siphesihlehasdecidedtositonthefloorsinceher

feetweresomewhatstuckonthefloor,thedoor

opensandthefamgetsin.

Mihle:"hebanna!"

Mpumi:"whatareyoudoingherenaked?"

Sabelo:"inanotherman'shouse?"



Siphesihle:"pleaseletmebe."

Senzo:"whereisMamba?"

Sheshrugs.

Sgonondo:"yeahne,peopleneverceasetoamaze

me."

Zorro:"mehlolostraight!"

Siphesihle:"whenwasthelasttimey'allspoketo

Avela?"

Mihle:"thedaySashatookherwith."

Siphesihlenods

Mpumi:"why?"

Siphesihle:"iwasjustasking."

Senzo:"hayiguys,tobehonestimisstheminions."

Luke:"samehereyaz."

Sgonondo:"idoubtshe'dwanttoseeusagain."

Sabelo:"she'shurtaboutushidingsomethingthis

bigfromher,toher,wepretenders."

Zorro:"makethathypocrites."



Luke:"shewon'teventrustanymore."

Sgonondo:"idon'tblameherthou."

Senzo:"it'snotourfaultthatMambadidn'tcome

clean."

Zorro:"butweplayedhappyfamiliesknowingthat

Mambawillkillherandtakethebabies."

Mpumi:"Sashwasright,wearefake."

Luke:"andsnakes."

*

*
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Khutso:"yaz,theliverthatyouandyourbrother

have,idon'tbelieveit."

Chantel:"wejustwantedtohelpThembi."

Khutso:"bybendingforamanwhoistaken?In

PUBLIC!"

Chantel:"I'msorrybaby.."

Khutso:"iwassoworriedyetyouwere,argh!"

Chantel:"imsorrybaby."

Khutso:"let'sgetdivorced."

Chantel:"nobaby,please!"

ShekneelsinfrontofhimbutKhutsoisnothaving

anyofit.

Khutso:"Chantelplease,thedamagehasbeen

done."

Chantel:"please,iloveyouKhutso.Iamsorry.."

*

*



Mambadrivestohishouse,ashegetsin,hebumps

intoanakedSiphesihleonthefloor.

Mamba:"wena?"

Siphesihle:"notyouagain..."

Theguysappearfromthelounge.

Mamba:"whyareyouonthefloor?"

Mihle:"she'sstuck."

Mamba:"whatdoyoumeanstuck?"

Mpumi:"exactlythat."

Mambacracksupleaningagainstthewallandthe

guysjoinhim.

Mamba:"wondersdon'tphel'!"

Mambagoestohisroomleavingthemthereand

laysonhisbed.HeistemptedtocallAvelabuthe

decidestogivehersomespace.

Luke:"heseemstobeinajollymood."

Sgonondo:"it'sclearthathewaswithAvela."

Luke:"doyouthinkAvelawillforgivehimthou?"



Senzo:"sheloveshimbuthehurther,betrayedhis

trustsoit'llbehardtoforgivehim."

Mpumi:"yeahneh!

Siphesihle:"guys..."

Shesaysdartinghereyesaroundwithherhandsin

theair,shegigglesthensqueezesherbreasts.The

guyslaughthenleavethemthere.

Mpumi:"what'sgoingonwithSiphesihle?"

Mihle:"that'swhatIwouldliketoknow.."

Siphesihle:"iamhandsome."Shepincheshernipple

whileherotherhandscratchesherbutt.

Mpumi:"Ican'twatchthis."

Theladiesleaveherthere,Siphesihlefartswithher

handstillscratchingherbuttandshegiggles

smellingherhands.Shelaysonherbackbitingher

nails.

Sabelo:"what'supwithSiphemara?"

Luke:"that'swhatIwouldliketoknow."

Sgonondo:"Ithinkshe'sbewitched."



Zorro:"herdemonsarejustcatchingupwithher."

*

*

Gogo:"howdiditgo?"

Avela:"hetoldmeeverything"

Gogo:"andhowdoyoufeel?"

Avela:"youknow,ithinkNosihleaboutMamba."

Gogo:"whatdoyoumean?"

Avela:"imean...whatifsheknewaboutBuhle?

That'swhysheneversupportedourrelationship."

Gogo:"idon'tthinkit'sthat.Shewouldhavetoldyou

fromthewordgo."

Avela:"mmh"

Gogo:"doyouloveSmanga?"

Avela:"yesgogo,hemademethehappiestwoman

alive.Hewasthebestthingtoeverhappentome."

Shesmilesthinkingaboutthetimehemadeher

happy,thetimeheproposed,whenshegavebirth..



Theywereoncehappy.Everythinggoingwell.

Avela:"idon'tthinkwe'llbehappyagain."

Gogo:"howwhenyouhaven'tgivenitatryonce

more?"

Avela:"no,i.."Shesighsbitingherlowerlip.

Avela:"tobehonest,ilovehimgogobutIprimised

myselfthatifaguycheats,I'llleavewithoutlooking

back,thatifaguycheats,I'mleavingbutwith

Mamba,wehavebabies,theonlythingthatwasreal

isourbabies.Everythingisfake,it'sayeargogo.

Theyliedtomeforayear!Whichmakesmewonder

ifBuhledidn'tsendthat,iwouldn'thaveknown.

TheywouldhavehiddenittillonlyGodknows."

Gogo:"iunderstandmybaby,giveyourselftime

okay?Takethingsslowlybutdon'tallowthehurthe

causedyoustopyoufromallowingtoseehis

babies.Granthimaccesstohisbabies,healthen

makeadecisionwhetheryouforgivehimorending

things."

Avela:"endingthingslikedivorce?"



Gogo:"healfirstbeforemakingadecision."

TheonlywordsthatwereringinginAvela'sheadis

"divorce."

*

*
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****2weekslater****

2weekshavepassed,AvelaandMambahavebeen



spendingtoomuchtimetogether,allbecauseofthe

babies.Therearethosemomentsweretheywould

stareeachotherandsmileandthingswouldbe

awkwardafterthat.

TheguysgothelpforSiphesihleandsheconfessed

thatshewantedtobewitchAvela,theguyscutties

withherseeingthatshe'sa"witch"

Mambaisdonegettingready,asheisabouttoleave,

Buhleisatthedoorstep.

Mamba:"peopledon'twanttoseemehappy

shame."

Buhle:"huh?"

Mamba:"ufunaniBuhlebendalo?"(whatdoyouwant)

Buhle:"iambackandthistime,iamnotgoingback

toKZN.Iamheretostay."

Mamba:"howdidyoufindmevele?"

Buhle:"everybodyknowsSmangaNkosi,theeMighty

Mamba."

Mamba:"voetsek!"



Hepushesheroutofthewaygettinginhiscar

leavingherthere.

Buhle:"didhejust?Hee..nohedidn't!Haymarn,he

did.Ifhethinksiamleaving,hegotanotherthing

coming.."

Shewheelshersuitcasesinside,goingupthestairs

lookingforthemainbedroom,shefindsitandthe

firstthingsheseesisAvela'spictureonthewall.

Sherollshereyesandlooksaround,it'sbeautiful.

Onethingaboutthisroom,youcan'tmissAvela's

picturesortheminions..

*

*

MambagottoAvela'shousefindingherfeeding

them.

Mamba:"hey,canihelp?"

Avela:"sure"

Hesmilessittingnexttoherandhelpsfeedingthe

babies.

Afterthat,theyburpthem.



Avela:"Smanga?"

Mamba:"mmh?"

Avela:"ithinkiamready."

Mamba:"for?"

Avela:"toforgiveyou."

Mamba:"butfirst,ihavetotellyousomething."

Avela:"iamlistening."

Mamba:"whenSashtookyou,isleptwiththisgirl.I

don'tevenknowhername."

Avela:"andthatmakesitcool?"

Mamba:"no,iwanttotellyoueverything."

Avela:"talk"

Mamba:"ialsosleptwithSiphesihle."

Avela:"wowSmanga,justwow!"

Mamba:"I'msorry."

Avela:"ishouldn'tjudgesinceIsleptwithsomeone."

Mamba:"howdareyou?"



Avela:"howdoiputthis,itwasaspurofthe

moment."

Mamba:"youletanothermantouchwhat'smine!"

Avela:"youalsodid"

Mamba:"ififindthatnigga,iamkillinghim!"He

furiouslywipeshisfacewithhishands.

Avela:"ififindSiphesihleorthatgirl,I'llkillthem."

Mamba:"what?"

Avela:"what?"

Mamba:"youdefendingtheNigga?"

Avela:"andyoudefendingthebitches?"

Mamba:"whyareyouprotectingtheguy?He

messedwithmyterritory!"

Avela:"whyareyouprotectingtheladies?Theyalso

messedwithmyterritory."

Mamba:"thisisnotfunnyAvela."

Avela:"ineversaiditwasSmanga!"

Mamba:"what'supwithyou?"



Avela:"youarenotgoingtohurtKhona,ifyou

do..youwillneverseethebabiesagain."

Mamba:"areyouthreateningme?"

Avela:"imjustsaying."

Mamba:"didyoucatchfeelingsfortheguy?"

Avela:"didyoucatchfeelingsfortheladies?"

Mamba:"damnAvela!"

Avela:"damnSmanga!"

Mambagivesheradeadstareandsherollsher

eyes..

*

*
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AsBuhlewasmakingherwaytothekitchen,the

dooropensandthefamgetin.

Mihle:"Buhle?"

Buhle:"yohguys,longtime..ireallymissedyou."

Senzo:"where'sMamba?"

Buhle:"heleft,idon'tknowwhereto."

Zorro:"whendidyougethere?"

Buhle:"coupleofhours.."

Theynodandgosit,Buhlejoinsthem.

Buhle:"where'smysisterwife?"

Sabelo:"yougotasisterwife?"

Buhle:"imeanAveladuh!"

Sgonondo:"ithoughtMambaservedyouwith

divorcepapersmos."



Buhle:"iain'tsigningthose.."

Zorro:"nooffensebutwhatareyoudoinghere?"

Buhle:"I'mhereformymanhawu."

Luke:"theverysamemanwhoisinlovewith

anotherlady?"

Buhle:"noheisnot.Hejustthinksheisinactual

factheisn't."

Mihle:"myadvise?Isuggestthatyouforgethim."

Buhle:"howcaniforgetthepersonthatIlove?

Withouthim,I'dbenothing.Smangaismyhigh

schoolsweetheart."

Mpumi:"weknowbuthelovesAvela."

Buhle:"helovesthefactthatshegavehimbabies,

somethingthathealwayswanted.."

Buhle:"soistandnochance?"

Theykeepquietandshesighs..

Buhle:"whereisThembi?"

Zorro:"firstthingfirst,ifyouaregoingtobein



cahootswithherthinkingthatyouwillseparate

them,thinkagainbeforeyouendupinthe

storeroom."

Buhle:"storeroom?"

Luke:"ThembiisinTembisa,IvoryPark."

Buhle:"howoldisAvela?"

Sgonondo:"2or3yearsyoungerthanyou.."

Buhle:"wheredidtheymeet?"

Mihle:"why?"

Buhle:"i'mjustcurious."

Sabelo:"atanightclub,shewasworkingasa

waitress."

Buhle:"oh,wasitloveatfirstsight?"

Senzo:"onlyMambacananswerthat."

Buhle:"mmh,isawtheirweddingonTV,itwas

beautiful."

Zorro:"thatwastheweddingoftheyearshame!"

Buhle:"whoplannedit?Didshehireawedding



planner?"

Mpumi:"no,sheplannedit."

Luke:"withourhelpoffcourse."

ThelaughandBuhledoesn'tevensmile,something

isrubbingheroffinthewrongway,whenherand

Mambagotmarried,theirweddingwasn't

broadcasted.Itdidn'tevenmaketheheadlines.

Zorro:"nottoforgotthatMambawaspartofthe

planning."

Buhle:"hewas?"

Senzo:"yes"

Withherwedding,Mambajustthrewmoneyher

way,theonlythingMambawasinvolvedinwashis

suitonly.Butthistime,seemslikehewasinvolved

ineverything..

Mihle:"Ndalo,isuggestyousignthedivorcepapers

andgobacktoKZN,you'llregretbeinghere."

Buhle:"meaning?"

Mpumi:"Mambamightbeouttheretryingtowinher



heartandifhewinsherback,he'llwantnothingto

dowithyou.Saveyourselfthetraumaofwitnessing

himbeinghappybecauseofanotherwoman

becausehonestly,Avelamakeshimhappy."

Senzo:"notforgettingthatthis,isAvela'shouse."

Buhle:"what?!"

Zorro:"thishouseisunderAvela."

Sgonondo:"notforgettingthatallthisbeautiful

furnitureisallhers."

Buhlebitesherlipclosinghereyestopreventtears

fromcomingout.

Zorro:"wearesorrybutMambalovesAvela,too

muchandhe'ddoanythingforher,evenifitmeans

gettingridofyousohecouldhaveher."

Buhleslidstothefloorandcries.

Zorro:"don'tcrybutyoudeservetoknowthetruth.."

*

*

Azania:"Siphosethu!!"



Spororo:"hayitsekyiniwena?"

Azania:"knowwhat?Justleaveit!"

ShestompstothekitchenleavingSpororolaughing.

Hethenfollowsherandhugsherfrombehind.

Azania:"letgoofme!"

SporororemoveshishandsandAzanialooksat

himindisbelief.

Spororo:"yousaidthatIshouldletgonje."

SpororotakeshiscarkeysdrivingtoNombusoto

checkonbabyAlwande,ontheway,hestopsatthe

MalltobuyafewthingsforbabyAlwande.

Ashearrives,heseesacarparkedandheis

wonderingwhosecarisit.Hegetsoutofhisand

let'shimselfinatthehouse,hefindsMenzicarrying

Alwande.

Spororo:"youboughtanewcardude?"

Menzi:"yeah"

HesmirksmakingSpororochuckle,hesitsmaking

himselfcomfortable.



Spororo:"whereisNombuso?"

Menzi:"youjustmissedherby5minutes,shewent

tobuydiapersforAlwande."

Spororo:"butijustbought3boxes2weeksago."

Menzi:"yourbabyshitsalot."

Theylaugh,MenzihandsAlwandetoSpororo.

Menzi:"sowhathaveimissedsinceIwasaway?"

Spororo:"uhm,Avelagotmarried,AzaniaandIarein

arelationship,Avelagavebirthtoseptuples.Yeah

that'smuchaboutit."

Menzi:"septuples?"

Spororo:"yeah,7whichareboys."

Menzi:"wow,haveyouseenthem?"

Spororonodstakingouthisphoneshowinghimthe

pictures.

Menzi:"theyhavegoodgenes,theyarecute."

Spororo:"morecutewhenyouseetheminperson."

Menzinodshandinghimhisphone.



Spororo:"youmissherright?"

Menzi:"yeah,ihurtingher.Playingher,youknowthe

timeIwasaway,iwishedthatMambacouldmess

upandIcouldplayherobutnigganeverdid."

Spororo:"idoubthe'ddoanythingtohurtheryaz."

Menzi:"yeah!"

*

*

Mamba:"don'tyourollyoureyesatme!"

Avela:"don'tyougivemethatlook!"

Mamba:"I'llfuckthatdisrespectoutofyouright

now!"

Avela:"I'llalsof...huh?Mxm."

Mambachuckles,heputsLukhanyodownand

carriesEnzokuhle.

Mamba:"so,didhemakeyoucum?"

Avela:"wantthetruth?"

Mamba:"idon'tthinkiamreadyforthetruth."



Avela:"haike!Idon'tcarebuthedidmakemecum."

Shecloseshereyessmilingthinkingaboutthetime

shehadsexwithNkosikhona.

Mambabringshertorealitybypinchingher,she

laughsoutloudirritatinghim.

Mamba:"youarestartingtoboreme."

Avela:"youaskedmosandIanswered.Ifyoudare

openyourmouthtellingmeabouthowyouenjoyed

havingsexwithSiphesihleorthegirl,youcanstart

expectingdivorcepapers."

Mamba:"thatisnotfair!Yetyoutoldmehowthat

niggamadeyoucumasifIdon't!"

Avela:"youdonehbutyoutheonewhoasked,i

thinkhetakesthecup."

Ifitwasn'tforEnzokuhleinhisarms,he'dbemad,

standingonhisfist.HestaredatAvelamakingher

giggle.

Avela:"aiimadoda!Youlooksoadorable!"

Mamba:"areyoukiddingme?"



Avela:"whattimeareyouleavingagain?"

Mamba:"I'mstillbondingwithmybabies.Avela?"

Avelalooksathimbitingherlowerlip.

Mamba:"iamsorrythatIdidthingsthathurtyou,i

cheatedwhenIsworethat'lliwillnever,iwon'tsayit

wasamomentofweaknessbutIhonestlythinkit

wasnot.Iundressedherknowingthatitwaswrong

yeticontinued.Ishouldn'tevenhavelaidmyhand

onyou,itwaswronginmanyways.Ishouldn'thave

gonethatfar,ishouldhavetoldyouthetruthfrom

thewordgo.Ngiyaxolisa."(I'msorry)

HeplacesEnzokuhlenexttoAvela,kissinghis

babiesthenlooksattheirmother.

Mamba:"ihopethatyoufinditinyourheartto

forgiveme,ndiyakuthanda."

Mambakissesherlips,Avelacloseshereyesand

assheisabouttokisshimback,hemoved

backwardstakinghisphoneandkeysthengoesout.

*

*
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Nomsaisinherbedroom,shegotdischargedabout

aweekagoandsincethen,Thatowasonhermind.

Shealmostfantasizedabouthimeveryday!Just

that,shedoesn'tknowifhefeelsthesameway

abouthimornot.Asshe'slookingathispictureon

herphone,thedooropensandThatogetsin.

Thato:"i'msorryfornotknocking."

NomsasmilesandThatowalksuptothebedand

sitsnexttoher.

Thato:"areyougood?"



Nomsa:"yesandyou?"

Thato:"I'mgood,uhmactuallyIcameheretoask

youtogotomesomewhere."

Nomsa:"where?"

Thato:"Namibia,businessrelated."

Nomsa:"wowareyousure?"

Thato:"yesiam.Anddon'tworryaboutthecosts,I'll

takecareofeverything."

Nomsa:"I'dlovetogowithyou.Butoneproblem."

Thato:"andthatis?"

Nomsa:"myface..."

Thato:"don'tworryaboutit,ifyouwantyoucanget

plasticsurgery."

Nomsa:"yeahI'dlovetobutIdon'thaveenough

moneyforthat."

Thato:"I'llsortitout."

Nomsa:"what'sinitforyou?"

Thato:"nothing,ijustneedyoutojoinme."



Nomsa:"somethingtellsmethatthereisacatchto

this.."

Thato:"thereisn't,iswear.I'llshowyouproofthat

thisisonlybusinessrelated."

Nomsa:"okay."

Thato:"soyou'llgowithme?"

NomsanodswithasmileonherfaceandThato

hugsher,sheexperiencetheunusualfeelingagain

whenhe'sclosetoher.

Thato:"I'llseeyoutomorrow?"

NomsanodsandThatomakeshiswayout.

Nomsa:"Namibia?Wow!!"

Inalltheyearsshe'sbeenmarriedtoThabani,he

nevertookhertoNamibiasoshe'sthrilledabout

goingthereforthefirsttimeever!

*

*

Avelatakesadeepbreathlookingattheminions.



Avela:"ihatethatIloveyourfather,iswearhefed

melovepotion."Shethenlaughsalone,thebabies

arejusteatingtheirtinyhands.Herphoneringsand

it'sNkosikhona.

Avela:"youstillalivewena?"

Nkosikhona:(laughs)I'mimmortal."

Avela:"wenana!"

Nkosikhona:"yes,howareyoudoing?"

Avela:"iamgoodandyou?"

Nkosikhona:"I'mgoodjustmissingthelittle

monkeys."

Avela:"ohno!Littlewhat?"

Nkosikhona:"angels"

Avela:"mxm,butyouknowthatyouarewelcometo

seethem."

Nkosikhona:"iknowbutmyjobisdemandingyoh.I

don'tevenhavetimetocheckuponyou."

Avela:"youatwork?"



Nkosikhona:"yeahandyoh,idon'tevenfeellike

working."

Avela:"youchosebeingaphysiotherapist."

Nkosikhona:"yeahyeahbutyohhayi.

AvelalaughsandNkosikhonajoinsher.

Nkosikhona:"how'severything?"

Avela:"bythatyoumeanmeandMamba?"

Nkosikhona:"sortof."

Avela:"yoh,idon'tknowbuthehasbeenapologizing,

iwanttoforgivehimbutsomethingisholdingme

back."

Nkosikhona:"somethinglike?"

Avela:"that'sthething,idon'tknowhey."

Nkosikhona:"I'verunoutofadvicesshame!"

Avela:"hayisuka!"

Nkosikhona:"anyway,I'llmaketimetocomeseeyou

duringtheweekendbutfornow,ihavetogo."

Avela:"okaybye."



Nkosikhona:"bye"

Shedropsthecallwithasmile.Shelooksatthe

babiesandtheysurelooklikeSmanga.

Avela:"whydidyouhavetolooklikehimthou?"She

thengigglesaloneandlaysbackonthecouch

lookingattheceiling,shedoesn'tknowwhetherto

letgoofwhathappenedandforgivehimorwalk

away..

*

*

Mambaarrivesathishouseandasheopensthe

door,hehearsvoices.Hegoestotheloungefinding

Buhleonthefloor,thefamchattinglikenothing

happened.

Mamba:"andthen?"

Zorro:"forgetthat,she'sjustpracticing."

Mamba:"for?"

Luke:"wedon'tknow.Someoneisinajollymood."

Mamba:"whatcanisay?Ispentthedaywiththe



peopleilove."

Sabelo:"sheforgaveyou?"

Mamba:"I'mstillworkingonthat,ihopeshedoes."

Luke:"maybeshewill,thatwomanlovesyou."

Zorro:"shecanloveyoubutstillnotforgiveyou."

Mamba:"thatiknow."

Senzo:"whatifshefilesfordivorce?"

Mamba:"thouiloveher,I'llsignthepapersifIgetto

takecareofthebabies."

Senzo:"she'snotheartless,you'llsharethecustody

ofthebabies."

Mihle:"forgetthedivorceandstartthinkingofways

tomakeheryoursagain.."

Mamba:"thouihavetoleavespacefor

disappointment."

Senzo:"leavethenegativityasideplease."

Mambascratcheshisheadfrustrated,hedoesn't

knowhowhe'llreactorfeelifsheweretoget



divorcepapers,helooksathisweddingringplaying

withitandhecan'tstopthinkingofthefactthat

anothermanmadehisQueencum.

*

*

-Love:Admin.

[11/12,17:35] :WHOISHE?

*

*

*

Insert137

*

*

2dayshavepassedandMambahasbeengiving

Avelaspaceashedoesnotpressureherinto

forgivinghimbuthehasbeensendingloveletters

toherandflowerstoapologizeandAvelahasbeen

findingitcutethatamanlikeMambastillwrites

loveletters.



Shereadsthe8thlettershereceivedandshekeeps

readingitoverandoveragain.Sheholdsittoher

chesttakingadeepbreath.

Avela:"I'mgoingtoforgivehim,ialsomisshimso

bad!"

She'stakeshisphoneattemptingtocallhimbut

shedecidesagainstit.Thebabiescrydisturbherso

shegetsupfrombedtogocheckonthem.

*

*

Buhleisinthebedroomshe'susing,packingallher

belongingswhilecrying.Thefamwasright,thefam

wasright,themanwhosheloves,nolongerloves

her.Theyhavebeenstayingtogetherbutit'slike

theyarestrangers.Shecloseshersuitcases

draggingthesuitcasesdownstairsfindingMamba

drinkingcoffee.

Buhle:"morning."

Mamba:"goodmorning"

Buhle:"uhm,I'mgoingbackhome.AssoonasIget



there,I'llsignthedocuments."

Mamba:"okay"

Buhlecloseshereyestopreventtearsfromcoming

out.

Mambastandsuptoholdherhands.Sheopensher

eyes.

Mamba:"Buhle,youarebeautifulandanymanwho

wouldhaveyouwillbelucky,I'mjustnotthatman.I

amsorryforeverything."

Buhle:"areyousorryforfallinginloveher?"

Mamba:"I'mnot.OnethingthatIamnotapologetic

forisfallinginlovewithher,ilovethatwoman.I

won'tapologizeforlovingher."

Buhlenods.

Buhle:"iunderstand."

Mamba:"I'lltakeyoutothebusstop."

Buhle:"don'tworry,icalledacab."

Mamba:"okay,takecareofyourselfBuhle."



Buhle:"iwill,takecareofAvelaandyourbabies."

MambanodsandBuhleattemptstokisshimbut

Mambabacksout.

Mamba:"no,ican't."

Buhle:"igetit."

Shetakesherbagsandgoesout,Mambabreaths

out.

Mamba:"finally!"

HegoestothebedroomandtakesoutAvela's

weddingring,hefoundoutunderthebed.Hewas

willingtodoeverythinginhispowertowinhiswife

back...anything.

*

*

Nkosikhonaisjustlazingaroundboredsincehis

twinandSashareoutoftheprovince.Hedecidesto

videocallAvela.

Avela:"yesuglyface!"

Nkosikhona:"saysababoon."



Avela:"I'llendthiscall!"

Nkosikhona:"truthhurts."

TheylaughasAvelapretendstobesulking.

Nkosikhona:"I'mbored."

Avela:"howisthatanyofmybusiness?"

Nkosikhona:"wherearethebabies?"

Avela:"idon'tknow."

Nkosikhona:"hayi,whatdoyoumeanyoudon't

know?"

Avela:"exactlythat."

Nkosikhona:"hayiwena!"

Avela:"I'mkidding,theyareinthebedallnakedasI

amabouttobaththem."

Nkosikhona:"andtakeavideo."

Avela:"no"

Nkosikhona:"hayiwenaunomona."(youarejealous)

Avela:"ofwhat?"



Nkosikhona:"youtellme."

Avela:"ohplease!"

SherollshereyesandNkosikhonachuckles

Avela:"youknowwhatcalllaterasihavetobath

them."

Nkosikhona:"okay,byefornow."

Avelaendsthevideocallandbathesthebabies..

*

*

Azaniaisinthebedroomcryingherlungsout,she

misseshermother.Shecomposesherselfandcalls

hermother.

Nonzwakazi:"Nzwakazihello."

Azania:"mama.."

Nonzwakazi:"Azania?Uphi?"(whereareyou)

Azania:"Pretoria."

Nonzwakazi:"whydidyouleavewithoutsayinga

word?"



Azania:"ihadto.IwantedtotellyouthatIloveand

missyou."

Shedropsthecallswitchingoffherphone.She

takesthepregnancyteststaringatit,itcameback

positive.Accordingtohercounting,it'sSpororo's

baby...Howwillshetellhim?

*

*

***Laterthatday***

*

MambastandsinfrontofAvela'sdoorstep,asheis

abouttoknock,thedooropensandthereishis

Queenwithamanhedidn'tknow.

Avela:"heyyou"shesayswithasmilebutMambais

morefocusedonthisman.

Nkosikhona:"uhmhey,I'llbeonmyway"

Mambamovesoutofthewayandheleaves.

Mamba:"andthen?"Hesayspointingathimwithhis

head.AvelagigglesgoingbackinsideandMamba



followsher.

Mamba:"Avela?"

Avela:"ntwana."

Mamba:"whatthehell?"

Avela:"chill."

Mamba:"ishetheonewhomadeyoucum?"

Avela:"youknow,I'dreallylovedebatingwithyou

seeingyouallworkedupbuttodayIamseriously

notinthemood."

Mamba:"isit?"

Avela:"thebabiesareinthelounge,I'llbetakinga

bath."

MambasighsasAvelagoestothebathroomandhe

goestothelounge.

***

Mamba:"soyouareseriouslynotgoingtotellme

whoisthatman?"

Avela:"youfeelthreatened?"Shesayssmiling



crossingherlegs

Mamba:"youthinkthisisamusingne?"

Avela:"ienjoyseeingyouworkedup."

Mamba:"canwetalk?Aboutus?"

Avela:"youjusthadtogothere."Shescoffs.

Mamba:"yesAvela,ijustwantknow.."

Avela:"okay,tobehonest,Smangailoveyou,ireally

dobutIcan'thelpandnotthinkthatyouhadme

fooled.."

Mamba:"butmylovewasreal."

Avela:"pleaseletmefinish.OnethingthatIwon'tdo

istokeepyouawayfromthebabies.Anytime,you

canseethem.Thenus,I'dlikeustotakeabreak,sort

ofspace.Fixwhateveryouhavetofixinyourlife

andI'lldothesame.Theloveihaveforyouisyoh,

it'sunexplainabledude!WhenIthinkthatyouwere

goingtokillme,takemybabiesandraisethemwith

yourwife!It's...I'mevenspeechless."

Mamba:"soyouaresayingthatIkeepmydistance

fromyoubutnotfromtheminions?"



Avela:"notbelikestrangersyabo?"

Mambanodsbuthedoesnotlikethisevenonebit!

*

*
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Nomsawaspackinghersuitcasesasthetripto

Namibiaawaitsher.Thatotoldhernottopack

clothesbutshedoesn'tmindhim.Aftershewas

done,Thatotakesherbagstothecar.

Thato:"yougoteverything?"

Nomsa:"yesandyou?"



Thato:"iguessso."

TheylockthehousegettinginthecarandThato

drivestoWonderboomNationalAirport..

***

IamNomsaKhuzwayo,whowasmarriedtoThabani.

Mayhissoulcontinuerestinginpeace.Thiswas

mystoryofhowiwasinlovewithThabani,howhe

leftme,imetNdumiso,findingouthewasgay,he

sleptwithThabani,Ndumiso..whomademeturn

againstmyfriendsandwholeftmewithaburned

bodyandface,withfingerscrossed,ihopeIwillget

myhappyendingwithThato.IamNomsaandthis

wasmystory,tillwemeetagain..

*

*

Mambawasinhisbedroom,thinkingofwaystofix

hislife,gettinghisthingsinorder.Hisminddriftsto

thedayhekilledhisfriendbecauseofhesaidhe

loveshiswifeandtheminions.Thatwasvery

stupidofhimbecauseeverybodylovestheminions..

Ashewasindeepthoughts,thedooropensand



Zorrogetsin.

Zorro:"I'mgivingyou5minutestogetready,we

goingout."

Hethenleaves,Mambatakesadeepbreathand

goestothebathroomtofreshenup.After

fresheningup,hegoesdownstairsfinding

everybodydressedup.

Mamba:"andwherearewegoing?"

Zorro:"you'llsee,let'sgo."

Theytaketheirthingsandtheyaregoingtouse

Zorro'sVWTransporterT32Kombi.Zorrodrivesto

thegraveyards,theyfirstmaketheirwayto

Thabzin'sgravecleaningitupthentoTebogo's

grave.Mambaseemstobeinhisownworld,the

guysgivehimspaceandheshiftsbacktoreality,he

kneelsdown.

Mamba:"Tebzantwana,idon'tknowwheretobegin.

Iknowimessedup,ishouldn'thaveshootyou

becauseyouweretryingtoprotectAvela.Iwon't

justifymyactionssayingthatIwaspossessed

becauseIwasnot,iwastryingtohidemy



shenanigansbutitwastoolate.Iamsorryman,

mayyoursoulrestinpeace."

Hecleanshisgraveandlastbutnotleast,hegoes

tohisparentsgraves.HecleansupwithZorro's

help.

Zorro:"uhm,caniask?"

Mamba:"feelfree"

Zorro:"Avela.."

Mamba:(sighs)"shewantsustotakeabreak.."

Zorro:"damn!"

Mamba:"notthatIblameherthou.It'sallmy

doings."

Zorro:"so,whenareweseeingtheminions."

Mamba:"idon'tknow..isuggestyouaskher

yourself."

Zorro:"imsuresheseesusasabunchof

hypocrites."

Mambashrugsandtheycontinuewithwhatthey

aredoing..



*

*

Avela:"imissyousomuchdad."

Melusi:"imissyoumoremyprincess.How's

everything?"

Ithitsherthathedoesn'tknowwhathasbeen

happeningasherelocatedtoMpumalanga.

Avela:"everythingisamessdad."

Melusi:"whathasthatNkosiboydonenow?"

Avela:"canivisityoufirst?"

Melusi:"sothereissomethingthathedid?"

Avela:"daddyplease..."

Melusi:"whendoyouwanttocome?"

Avela:"Friday."

Melusi:"that'sin2daysmos."

Avela:"yeahiknowdadbutplease."

Melusi:"willyoubecomingwiththebabies?"



Avela:"I'lldiscussthatwiththeirfatherandgetback

toyou."

Melusi:"okay,ihavetogonow.Sendmyregardsto

gogo."

Avela:"iwill."

Shedropsthecall.

Gogo:"soyouleaving?"

Avela:"ineedfreshairgogo."

Gogo:"iunderstand,I'dliketocomewithyou."

Avela:"really?"

GogonodsandAvelarunstoherhuggingher.

Gogo:"now,letSmangaknowthatyouareleaving."

Avela:"doihavetomara?"

Gogo:"ifyouleave,youhavetotakethekids.Whatif

hedoesn'twantthekidstoleave?"

Avela:"I'lltalktohim."

Shegoestoherbedroomtovideocallhim.

Mamba:"hey,iseverythingokay?"



Avela:"yeah,iwantedtotellyouthatIamleaving."

Mamba:"leaving?Whereto?"

Avela:"Mpumalanga."

Mamba:"why?"

Avela:"ineedabreather."

Mamba:"andyouaretakingmybabieswith?"

Avelanods.

Mamba:"youhatemethatmuch?"

Avela:"idon'thateyouSmanga,justthethoughtof

leavingthemwithyoudoesn'tsitrightwithme.

WhatifBuhlecomesandy'allplayhappyfamilies?

No"

Mamba:"BuhleisnotcomingbackAvela."

Avela:"youcan'tguaranteethat.IamsorryandIam

notleavingforgood."

Mamba:"weekmax?"

Avela:"tilliamready...tilliamreadytocomeback.I

hopeyouwouldhavefixedyourissues.Smanga,i



don'teventrustyou.Like,ican'tseemtoforgetthe

thingsyoudid.."

Mamba:"iknow..."

Avela:"itmayseemasifiamtakingthekidsfrom

youbuttome,no..howwillwefixourissueswhile

weseeeachotheralmosteveryday?Then...you

takeTebogo'slifeandsleepwithhiswife?It'stoo

much.I'llbeleavingFriday."

Sheendsthecallandlaysonthebed,closingher

eyes.Itallcomesback,himstranglingher,tyingher

up,beatingher,killingTebogorightinfrontof

her,hittingherwithagun..shefindsherselfcrying

assheneverthoughtthemanwhosheloveswould

dothattoher.

*

*
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Azania:"Sethu?"

Spororo:"yeah?"

Azania:"I'mpregnant.."

Spororo:"uhm..what?"

Azania:"iampregnantSiphosethu."

Spororo:"uhm,wow!Thankyoubaby."

Hehugsherspinningheraroundandshekeeps

giggling.

Spororogentlyplacesherdown,touchingherbelly.

Spororo:"thankyousthandwasami,iloveyou."

Azania:"iloveyoutoo."

Spororo:"pleasemarryme?IknowthatIamnot



doingrightandIdon'tevenhavearingb.."

Azania:"yesiwillbaby."

Shejumpstohimwrappingherlegsaroundhis

waistandkisseshim..

**

IamAzaniaMadikaneandthiswasmystory..well

sacrificinginnocentbabiesisnotthewayto

happiness.Igotmyhappinesswithamanwhoi

didn'tthinkiwilleverlove,Avela'sstepbrother,the

manwhowantedtokillher.Thethingsididgosh!I

stillhopethatoneday,Avelawillforgiveme.Iam

AzaniaMadikane,thiswasmystory.Tillwemeet

again.

***

Azaniahasjustmademethehappiestmanalive,

babynumber2onthewaybutthistimeit's

different..withthewomaniloveandwillmarry.Iam

Siphosethu"Spororo"Mazibuko,FathertoAlwande

andtheone,ontheway.BrothertoAvela,theperson

whoiwantedtokillbutfoundoutthatweare

related..thethingsidid!Iamashamed,iam



SiphosethuMazibukoandthiswasmystory,tillwe

meetagain..

*

*

Mihle:"whyareyousourallofasudden?"

Mamba:"she'sleaving.."

Luke:"whoseleaving?"

Mamba:"Avela,she'sgoingtoMpumalangaand

takingtheminionswith."

Zorro:"ohshit!"

Mamba:"yepandshedoesnotknowwhenshe'llbe

back."

Mihle:"sowhatareyougoingtodo?"

Mamba:"I'lljustlethergo,ialsohavetogetmylife

inorder.ButIdon'tknowwheretostart."

Sabelo:"isaystartwiththerapy."

Mamba:"therapy?Asinlikecounseling?"

Senzo:"sortof."



Mamba:"I'llthinkaboutit."

Zorro:"ifyouwantherback,youwon'tthinkbutdo

it."

Mamba:"butthen,let'ssayidoandsheforgivesme

butwon'tgivemeanotherchance?"

Senzo:"eish.."

Mamba:"imean,it'shighlypossible."

Sabelo:"forgetthatandgetyourlifeinorderfirst."

Mambanodsbitingherlowerlip..

*

*

Avela:"guesswetakingthebabieswith.."

Gogo:"heagreed?"

Avela:"hehadnochoice."

Gogo:"okay,letmegototheprayermeeting."

AvelanodsandGogotakesherbibleandbagthen

goesout,shebumpsintoNkosikhonaatthegate.

Nkosikhona:"greetingsgogo."



Gogo:"greetings,it'snicetoseeyoubutihavetogo

tochurch.Anddon'tdosomethingiwouldn'tdo."

Nkosikhonanodsandgetsin,heknocksoncethen

let'shimselfin.

Nkosikhona:"honeyI'mhome!"

Avela:"hayisuka!"

Theylaughandhesitsnexttoher.

Nkosikhona:"heewena!Whydidn'tyoutellmethat

yourhusbandisascaryhumanbeing?"

Avela:"whatthefuck?"

Nkosikhona:"imean,thelookhegaveme."

Avela:"youarejustexaggerating."

Nkosikhona:"ithoughtI'dfindhimhere."

Avela:"idon'tknowifhe'llcome,it'suptohim."

Nkosikhona:"ihopehedoesn'tfindmehere."

AvelalaughsasNkosikhonachuckles.

Nkosikhona:"howaretheydoing?"

Avela:"theyaregood."



Nkosikhonasmileslookingatthem,Avelagiggles.

Nkosikhona:"what?"

Avela:"nothing."

Nkosikhonagivesheranintenselookashemoves

closertoher,heputshisfingerunderherchinlifting

herfacekissingher.

Avela:"weshouldn'tbedoingthis..."

Shesaysbetweenthekiss,Nkosikhonaliftsher

dressandhishandfiddlewithherpanty,helet'sgo

ofherpantyspreadingherthighs.Heslideshis

handsplayingwithherclit,Avelaholdsherarmsas

heinsertshisfinger,somebodyclearinghisorher

throatdisturbsthemandtheyquicklyletgo,they

lookatthepersonandoh-oh.

*

*
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Therehewas,withhishandsinhis

pockets,Nkosikhonahadremovedhishandsfrom

herpantiesandshewasshakinginherboots.

Mamba:"ohno,don'tmindme.I'mhereformy

babies."

Nkosikhona:"uhm,I'llleave."

Mamba:"Ihopethatyouain'tleavingonmy

account."

Nkosikhona:"no,ihavetogotowork."

HestandsupandMambashiftsoutofthewayfor

himtopass.

Avelaisjustsittingtherebitinghernails.

Mamba:"infrontofmykidsthou?"



AvelakeepsquietandMambagoestohisbabies.

Avelastandsupandslowlygoestothebathroom.

Mamba:"yeahne!Yourmother.."

Hesaysshakinghishead,Avelatakesabathand

thinkingofawaytofaceMamba.Aftertakinga

bath,shegetsdressedandmakesherwaytothe

kitchentodrinkwater,shewantsstrengthtoface

Mamba.Shegoestohimstandinginfrontofhim.

Mamba:"andthen?"

Avela:"imsorry.."

Mamba:"for?"

Avela:"whatyousaw,youwer-..."

Mamba:"weren'tsupposedtoseeit?YeahIknow."

Avela:"Smangaiamsorry."

Mamba:"maybeyouexpectmetoforgiveyoujust

likethat."

Avela:"no,iamnot.I'mtrulysorry."

Mamba:"icametoseethebabiesforthelasttime

sinceyouleavingonFridayandtomorrowiam



goingtostartattendingtherapy."

Avela:"therapy?"

Mamba:"yeah,iwanttogetmylifeinorder."

Avelanods.

Mamba:"couldn'tyouandthatguygetaprivate

roomandnotdoyourthingsinfrontofmybabies?"

Avela:"iamsorry.."

Mambadoesn'tentertainherasheismore

focussedonthebabies.

Avela:"canigetyouanythingtodrink?"

Mamba:"nope."

Avelagoestothekitchentogivethemspace.

*

*

SomewhereinthestreetsofSoshanguve,Siphesihle

isgoingthrougheachandeverydustbin,lookingfor

somethingtoeat.She'ssuchamess.It'sscorching

hotandshe'shungry,shefindsnothingbutdiapers



inthebin.Shegathersstrengthtogotothenext

bin,assheishalfwayshedropstothefloor,thehot

pavingheatsherbodybutshehasnostrengthto

getup.

*

*

ThebabiesfellasleepandMambafollowsAvelato

thekitchen.

Mamba:"thebabiesaresleepingsoI'llbeleaving."

Avelanods.

Mamba:"so,youwantedspacesoyoucancontinue

yourrelationshipwithhim?"

Avela:"n..no."

Mamba:"andiguessIhaveforgetallaboutitsinceI

hurtyouthemost?Hmm."

Avela:"noit'snotlikethat."

Mamba:"howisitthen?Explainittome."

Avelakeepsquiet.



Mamba:"soifihadn'tcamein,youweregoingto

havesex?Orareyouretaliating?"

Avela:"no"

Mambatakesadeepbreathmovingclosetoher,he

openshisarmsandtheyhug.

Mamba:"takecareofyourself.Takecareofthe

minions,I'llseeyouthenyougetback."

Hepullsawayfromthehug..

Mamba:"iloveyou."

Assheisabouttotalk,heputshisfingeronherlips.

Mamba:"sssh..Ihopewhenyougetback,we'llbe

abletosortoutourissues."

Avelanodsandheperksherlips.

Mamba:"goodbye."

Hegoesoutgoinghiscar,hecloseshiseyesto

preventtearsbuttheyfallanyway.Hecomposes

himselfwipinghistearsdrivingout.

Avelaslidstothefloorcryingherlungsout.



*

*

It'sFriday,Avelaisinherbedroompackingherand

theminionsclothes.Afterpacking,shebathsthem

anddressesthemup.Shelaysthemonthemiddle

ofthebedandquicklytakesashowerandgets

dressed.Shepacksallthethingstheminionsneed.

Herphonebeepsandshechecksit,it'satextfrom

Mamba.

"Iloveyouandbesafe."

Sherespondstothetextandcontinuespacking.

Aftersheisdone,shegoestoputthebagsinthe

carasMelusisentadriver.Sashaandthetwins

maketheirwayin.

Sasha:"I'msogoingtomissyou."

Avela:"samehere.Thankyouforeverythingthat

youhavedoneforme."

Nkosinathi:"don'tmentionit."

Theyhelpherbucklethebabiesinthecar.Shehugs

themandgoesinthecar.Offtheygoto



Mpumalanga.

*

*

IamAvelaMazibuko-Nkosi,wasorstillismarried

toSmangaMambaNkosi.Mothertoseptuples.This

wasmystory..tillwemeetagain.

*

*

THEEND..

*

*

-Love:Admin.


