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Atthechurch

Thechurchbellsrangasawaytoalerteveryonethat

theceremonywasabouttobegin.Thebridegroom

stoodattheendofthealterconversingwithhisbest

manandbrother.Onewouldevenforgethissins,

lookingdelectableatthealterwiththatcream white

suithidingtheinkonhisarmsbutshowingthoseon

hishands,thenewhearttattooonhisringfinger.No

onewasbotheredastheyknewthebridewas

supposedtotakehertimeandRhysandwasmore

thanhappytowaitforhisbridetobe.Sheneededall

thetimetogetreadyandshehadcalledlateatnight

ventingaboutweddingjitters.Somethingthatwas

normalduringoccasionssuchasthese.

Atthebride’sdressingroom,Rubyrubbedherflat



tummy.Whatshedidwasnecessary,shewasnever

supposedtofallforthesubject.Althoughatfirstshe

hadsubjectedherselftosexwithhim,itwasalways

thebestandshehadtoadmitthebestsexshehas

everhadinallherentireexistence.Overtimeshehad

startedtonoticethetinydetails.Howhesmiled

whenhewashappyandalthoughhewasparticularly

privatewithhisbusiness,shehadenoughthatwould

puthim inprisonforatleastfiveyears.Afterallher

colleagueswerecountingonhertogetthejobdone.

Voice:Ruby?Tlhemmapeoplearewaitingforyou.

Ruby:Comingmother..

Shesaidquicklyandshelookeduptryingtonotlet

thetearsdrop.Afterhewaslockedup,shewould

neverhavetoseehim again.Hermissionwouldbe

overalongwithapieceofherheart.Sheclosedher

eyes,picturinghissmile.Therewassomething

abouthissmilethatwouldmakeawomanwantto

doanythingforthatgoddamncreature.Atfirsther

parentsweren’thappywithherchoicebutthey



warmeduptoRhystothepointthathedid

everythingatherfather’sfarm sincehewastooold

toevendohalfofthethingsRhysdoes.Howhelet

hisguarddowntoowasremarkable.Herphone

vibrated.Thepolicewerehere,theCrime

InvestigativeUnitmembersinparticular.Shejust

hadtoactbutthistimeshewouldn’tbeacting.It

wouldberealheartache,italreadyhurtthatshe

killedhisoffspringbeforeitcouldevenfinishthe

firsttrimesterinherbellyandnowshewassending

themanshehadlearnedtolovetoprison?Whata

jobshehad.

Shebreathedinandoutandshestoodup.Shecould

doit.Herfatherwasn’tgoingtowalkherdownthe

aislebuthewashere.Shewasgratefulforthat.He

stomachrolledandshehadtoswallowbackthe

thickfoam ofspitforminginhermouth.Thiswas

wheretherealanxietystarted,knowingthat

whateverthatwasgoingtohappenherewasall

orchestratedbyherandherteam.Thateverything

wasplannedtotheTonthisparticularday,of



courseeveryonewasastonishedthatRhyswanted

tomarryher.Shewassurprisedaswell,shedidn’t

knowthatitwouldleadtothattoobuttheywere

herenow.

Rubyheldthehem ofherdressandturnedback

around.Sheletgoandpickedhercellphone,deleting

evidenceforthelasttime.Shedeletedthe

messagesandsheclearedherphoneofallthe

memoriesshehadwithRhys.Hewasgoingtobe

someonewhobelongedinthepastsoonandthe

soonersheforgetsabouthisexistencethebetter.

Eitherway,itdidn’tmakeanythingmuchbetter,

insteaditgotworseandsherubbedherchestina

circularmotion.Sheliftedherheadandstaredright

backatthemirror.Wasshethatperson?Sheknew

hedidwhathedidtoputfoodonthetableandeven

thoughhehadqualifications,notallgraduatesget

employedandeveryonehastodowhattheygotto

dotoputfoodonthetable.Andthelifegetsso

addictivewhenonemakesbigbucks,thiswholeyear

Rhyshadnevermentionedwhathedid.Shewasjust



aspoiltprincessandonehelovedverymuch.

Shefinallygainedthecouragetoplaceherhandon

thedoorlockandsheturnedit.Sheshouldmakeit

tothealterlikeanormalbride,theymustbeworried

thatshemightpullarunawaybridestuntonthem

butshewasgoingtoseethisplanthroughtillthe

veryend,shesworetobeloyaltothestatewhenshe

wasswornintothePoliceForceanditwasalifeshe

hadchosenforherself.

Shestartedtowalktothechurchandshecouldhear

thesweetinstrumentals.Tearswelledinhereyes,

shewasgoingtoruinthemakeup.Avery

unnecessarythingbuteveryonesaidabridehasto

lookherbestsoshehadpeoplepaintherfacein

whatever.Whenshereachedtheotherendofthe

alter,Rhyslookedupandthatsmile,justthatsmile

almostbecameherundoing.Shealmostranjustto

avoidwhatwillbehappeninghereinafewminutes.



ShesmiledandRhyscoveredhisface,shewasan

etherealprincess.Hedidn’tknowhowhefellforher

andthepastyearwithherwasjustblissforgetting

hissuspicions,hisbridewaswhatabridewas

supposedtolooklike.Rubymaintainedherposture

asshewalkedtothealter,nottobehiswifebutto

behisdoom.Theveryreasonhewasgoingtolose

hisfreedom.Shewasgladshehadconvincedhim

nottogotothemagistrate’sofficefirstbecauseif

theydidso,shewasgoingtobehiswifethroughout

thiswholeordealandhowwoulditlookifshefiled

foradivorcewithaninmate?

Rhysheldouthishandandshetookit.Shelooked

intohiseyesandhesmiledagain.Therewas

somethingterriblysexyabouthissmile,itsaidthat

heknewitwasherweaknessandhesmiledmore

andmore,pearlywhitesagainstthicklipsthatwere

alreadyaccustomedtoeverypartofherbody.

Rhys:Helloprecious..

Shelookeddownwithasmilefullofguilt.



Ruby:H-

Beforeshecouldutteranyothersyllable,thepolice

officerswalkedinsidethechurchandgaspsfilled

theplace.TheChiefinvestigativeofficerwalked

forwardtothealterinlongstridesthatensuredhe

wasthereinfrontofthe“couple”inseconds.

Chiefofficer:Sorrytoruinthisprettylittlewedding

butMrRhysMcKnightyouareunderarrest..

RhysletgoofRuby’shandsandhelookedathis

brother.Theyknewthatthiswouldhappenandhe

lookedatRubywhocouldn’tevenlookathim.He

smiled.

Heliftedherheadandsoftlykissedherlips,she

openlykissedhim back.Knowingthatthiswasgoing

tobethelasttimeshewouldfeelhislipsagainst

hers.

Rhysbrokethekissandhewhisperedinherear.His

suspicionshadbeencorrectbuthehadhopedthat



hersocalledloveforhim wouldwinintheend.

Guesshewaswrong.

Rhys:Whateveryouthinkyouknowisnotthereal

informationpreciousthing.Iloveyouthough.

Ruby’sheartfrozeashemovedhisheadandhe

placedhishandsbehindhisback.

ChiefOfficer:Youdon’tevenknowwhyyouarebeing

arrested.

Rhys:ThisistemporaryOfficerMoilwe.Youhave

beenwaitingforyears(smiling)noneedtoscarethe

guestsandexposemysinsinthisholyplaceright

officer?

Twopoliceofferscameforwardtohandcuffhim and

hestartedtowalkoutofthechurchwiththem

escortinghim.Assoonashewasout,Ruby’s

motherrushedtoRuby.Theyhadheardrumorsbut

seeinghim arrestedonthisverydaythatwas

supposedtobeaspecialoneforherdaughterwas



unacceptable.Ruby’skneeswobbledandshebroke

downinhermother’sarms.Alexstoodinfrontofthe

churchashushwhisperspassedamongtheguest.

Alex:Everythingwillbeokay.Let’sgivethefamily

timetoprocessthisandmyapologiesforthescene.

Myapologiesforyourwastedtime..

RubywailedasRhys’motherheldbacktears,her

firstbornsonwasgonebutshewassuretheywere

goingtoquestionhim.Shedidn’tknowwhathedid

butwhateveritwas,itwasn’tsomethinghewas

supposedtobearrestedforright?Hesaidheowned

acompanythatdoestendersforthegovernment

andhetraveledhereandthere.Alexwalkedtoher

andsheshookherhead.

Alex:Motheritwillbeokay.

ShenoddedandAlexwasleftwiththejobassuring

peoplethateverythingwasgoingtobeokay.

Meanwhileoutside,Rhyswasshovedintoapolice



van.Hedidn’thavetimetoevenlamentoverhis

problems,itwastimeforplanB.Theygotcaughtbut

whatevidencedotheyhave?Heshouldhave

listenedtohisinstinctsthefirsttimehesuspected

Rubywasundercoverbuthegaveherthebenefitof

thedoubt.Afterallhebelievedshewasinlove.

ThevanstartedmovingwithRhysinsideontheway

tothepolicestation.

.

.

Arewereadytostartthenewjourney?Icouldn’twait

sobuckleupfamilyandletothersknowthat

tomorrow11am isadate
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Thefollowingmorning

AtRhys’mother’splace

Alexsatdownholdingacoffeemug.Rhyshad

managedtocallhim lastnightandhesaidalthough

theevidencetheyhadpresentedhadalittleweight,

itwasn’tenoughtoputhim inprisonforoversix

months.Hewasthelesserpersoninthiscaseand

hehadtoprotectthebigguysorelsetheyare

throwingallofthem underthebusandtheycouldgo

formoreyears.AlongwithAlexofcourse.

Hegroanedasheleanedback.Hehadstayedthe

nighttomakesuretheoldwomanisokayandhe



wassureRhyswastrendingonFacebookandThe

VoiceNewspaperobviouslywroteabouthim.

Nothingbypassesthosevulturesandeventhough

nobodycouldquiteprovethatRhysMcKnightwas

intododgydealings,thearrestwasmuchlouder

thanitshouldhavebeen.TimetoimplementplanB.

Obviouslytheyweregoingtoraidthem andwant

theirelectronicdeviceswhichtheyweren’tgoingto

get.

AtRuby’shouse

Rubysatuprightonthebedwithpuffyredeyes.It

wasallherfaultandherstupidhearthadfallenfor

themanshewasn’tsupposedtofallfor.Howstupid

canshebe?Ajobwas.Ajobbutitfuckinghurther.

Sherubbedherstomachandthatbroughtmore

tearstohereyes.

HeknewandobviouslythatmeantthatAlexknew

anditwouldbeuselesstovisitRhysinprison.She



criedsomemoreasthedoortoherroom opened.

Theyevenhadawholehousetogetherandshe

couldn’tbringherselftogothere.Shewassucha

fool.

MaRuby:Mybaby,it’sokay.Iknowhowyoulovehim.

Hewillbeoutsoon.Doyouwanttovisithim?

Sheshookherheadandusedherhandstowipeher

tears.Hermothersighedandsatbytheedgeofthe

bed.

MaRuby:Doyouwantanythingtoeat?

Sheshookherheadagainandplaceditonherknees.

MaRuby:Itwillbewell.

Thatwasallshecouldsay.Rhyswastheguyshe

warnedherdaughteraboutbutshewaspersistent

aboutwantinghim butlookathernow.Allhurtthat

hewasarrested.Itwasstillgoingtohappenoneday,

justthattheywerenotsurewhenandhoworeven

whybuthewasbadnewsonhisown.



MaRubywalkedoutandRubybrokedownthat

morningonceagain.Alltheblameonherself.Ifit

wasadifferentlife,theywouldhavebeentogether

butfornowtheywereplayingfordifferentteams

andshewasthemiserableone.

AtNyangabweReferralHospital

Neeloopenedthedoorandwalkedinside.Hewas

stillonoxygenmachinesandeventhoughbothof

them knewtherewasnohopeforhim,theyjustkept

hopingthathewillbealright.

Shesatdownandplacedthefoodbythetable.

Neelo:Hello.

Hecoughedbeforehecouldutterawordandher

heartcracked.Thismanwasoneofherbestfriends



andshedidn’tknowhowshewasgoingtocopewith

hisdeath.Shelookedatthesmalldiamondringon

hertinyfinger.Aonecoughedagainandshelooked

backathim.

Neelo:Letmegetyouclean.AkereIlefttheclothes

andmeloraheremaabane.

Henoddedandshestoodup.Shegotthebodywash

andthewashcloth.Shewillfindabucketinthe

smallhospitalbathroom.Shewalkedtothe

bathroom andleftthedooropen.Atthispointshe

hatedhospitalsnowandshedidn’tthinkshewould

allowherselftospendsometimethere.

Shecamebackminuteslaterwithwarm water.She

helpedhim situprightandremovedthevesthewas

wearing,hehadlostalotofweightandalltherewas

wasskinandbonesjusttrainedtogetalong.Tears

cloudedhereyesandshemovedawaytowipethem.

Aonelookedathiswife,shedidherbesttohelphim

andhewasgratefulbutshecouldseehewasgoing

soon.Hewasn’tyounglikeherandshedefinitely



neededtoliveherlifealittle.Shefulfilledherrolein

hislifeandshewasgratefulforeverythingandall

theopportunitiesAonehadpresentedherwith.

Neeloclearedherthroatandfinishedremovinghis

top.

Neelo:DidKatlegopassby?

Henodded.Earlyinthemorning,hefelthistouch

andheknewhehadbeenhere.

Neelo:That’sgood.Afterthis,youareeatingandI

willletyourestautwe?MightcomewithKatlego

lateron.

Henoddedasthewarm washclothhithisskin.

Neelo:Iwillbedoneinnotime.Yourparentswillbe

heretomorrowAone.

Aone:Th-the-they...

Neelo:Don’ttalk.Katlegoshouldcomemaybebefore

theycomejusttoseeyou.IwillbearoundthoughI

shouldgiveyouguysprivacy.



Henoddedweakly.Sothislittlegirlhadsacrificed3

yearsofherlifeforhim.Shewasabravelittlething

andhehopedthemoneyhehadsavedupforher

wouldbeenough.Heknewhowgreedyfamily

memberscouldbewhenitcametomoneysohe

hadKatlegosavethemoneyforherinhisaccountin

casetheyrefusewithhispropertiesregardlessof

thewill.Hecoughedandsherubbedhischest.

Neelo:There,there.Youwillbefine.Ialwaysprayfor

youAone.Godheardourprayers.

Aone:I’m a-a-asi-nner.

Neelo:Don’tsaythat.Godhearsusandyouwillbe

okay.

Shefinishedcleaninghim upbeforeshediscarded

thewaterandstartedtofeedhim.Oncehewasfull

shecoveredhim upandsatdown.

Neelo:Justbelieveyouwillbeokay,havefaithAone

mothowame.



Shesaidasheclosedhiseyes.Shesighedand

coveredherfacewithhersmallhands.Thiswas

hard.Shecouldn’tfacethepossibilityofAonedying

onherandKatlego.Thatwouldbeterribleandshe

didn’tevenwanttothinkaboutit.Aonewasher

father’sageandalreadyherin-lawswerecallingher

agolddigger.Theyexpectedagrandchildthefirst

yearofmarriageandshedidn’twanttobreakher

promisetoAone.Shewastakingthissecrettothe

grave.Herparentsontheotherhandjustletherdo

whatherheartdesired.Ifshewantedtomarryaman

inhislatefortiesthensobeit.Tothem shewas

chasingherownhappinessandnooneelse’s

opinionshouldmatter.

ThedooropenedandNeeloliftedherheadtolookat

thedoor.Itwasthenurse,shelookedatAoneonthe

bed.Hewaspeacefulandshewasdefinitelygoing

toprayforhim assoonassheleftthehospital.

Neelo:Hello.



ThenursenoddedandcheckedonAoneasNeelo

watchedsilently.Oncethenursewasdoneshe

walkedoutleavingNeelointhepitifullyquietroom.

Neelosighedheavilyandstuckherfingerinherhair

torubtheitchingpart.Shehadtoprepareforherin-

lawsandknowinghowharditwastopleasethem,

shewasnotgoingtoenjoytheirvisit.Notatall.

ShestoodupandrubbedAone’shand.

Neelo:ByeandIwillseeyoutomorrow.Ipromise.

Shewalkedoutwithherheadlowandherbag

againsthersmallchest.

.

.

*

*
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AtAone’shouse

ThetaxistoppedbythehouseandNeelostepped

outofthecar.Shepaidthetaxidriverandshe

openedthegate.Shesearchedforthehousekeysin

hersmallbagandonceshefoundthekeysshe

unlockedthedoor.Shelookedaroundbeforeshe

steppedinsideandlockedthedooronceagain.She

leanedagainstthedoorandsliddown.Thiswasa

heavyburdentocarryatayoungage.Shecouldn’t

cryrightnow,sheneededtobestrongforAoneand

behisshouldertocryon.Thatwaswhatshesaidin

hervows.

Minutespassedbeforeshestoodupandwalkedto

thekitchenwhereshestartedtotakeoutthepots.



Herin-lawswerecomingandshewassurethey

wouldstartbycriticizingeverythingshedidbefore

theycouldevenaskabouttheirson.Theyhatedher

thatmuchandshewasalreadyusedtoitatthis

pointinherlife.Therewasnothingshecoulddofor

them toknowthatsheisnotthebadguy.

Shelookedatthekitchenbeforeshebrokeintoa

silentsob.BothsheandKatlegoknewwhatwas

wrongwithAonebutitwassomethingthatwould

destroyhisfamilyiftheyknew,shealreadyswore

thatshewouldtakeAone’ssecrettothegrave.She

rubbedherchestassheheldontothekitchensink.

Shesniffledasthetearstrickleddownherhollow

cheeks.Thephonerangandthesoundpierced

throughthesilence,sheusedherhandstowipeher

tearsoncemoreandmadeherwaytothelounge

whereherphonerangoverandoveragain.She

openedthesmallbagandfoundthenoisydevice.

Shesawthecallerandshewipedhertears.Witha

clearedthroatshetriedtolaughbutitsoundedso

fake,sheansweredthecall.



Neelo:Neelohello..

MaN:HelloNeelo,howareyouholdingupmy

child?(softly)

Neelo’sresolveshutteredandshesanktothe

groundwithtearsburninginhereyes.

Neelo:Mam-mamagothata.(mama,it’s

hard)(whispering)

MaN:Aoneisn’tgettingbetter?

Sheshookherheadwithherotherhandoverher

mouth.Aonewasslowlyslippingawayfrom theland

ofthelivinganditwaskillinghertonoteventella

singlesoulwhatwaswrongwithhim.

MaN:Thedoctorsarestillnotsayinganything?

Neelo:mamaAoneisdyingandthe-thereisnothing

thatcouldbedonetopreventthat..Gobotlhoko

mama..



Herquitsobssoftlytorehermother’sheartapart.

Neelowashurtingbutshenevertoldanyonewhat

waswrongwithAone,justthattheyknewhehas

beeninhospitalforoversixmonthsandshewasthe

onetakingcareofhim.

Neelocriedhereyesouttothepointoflosingher

breathinbetweenthesobsandthehiccupsthat

accompaniedherpurging.Hermothersilently

listenedwithoututteringasingleword.Neelo

eventuallystoppedcryingandsheusedhershirt

sleevestowipehertears.Herheadwasallfuzzyand

solight.

Neelo:Ma-mama?Areyouthere?(softlowvoice)

MaN:Eemma.Howareyofeeling?

Neelo:Idon’tthinkIwillsurvivehisdeathmama.His

familyhatesmean-

MaN:wearehereforyou,wewillalwaysbeyour

familyNonoautwe?



Neelodidn’thavetheenergytsmilewhenher

motherusedthenickname.Italwayswarmedher

heartwhenevertheycalledherNono.

MaN:Takeabath,eat,praythensleep.

Neelo:Myin-lawsarecomingtoday.Ihavetocook.

MaNsighed.Neelowasn’tgoingtorest,shedidn’t

knowwhyherdaughterstrivedtopleasethose

people.

MaN:okay.Iwillcalllater..

Neelo:Thankyoumama.Bye.

Shehungupandsniffedwipingherface.Shefanned

herfacebeforesheheldthecouchforsupport.She

lookedatherphoneandthrewitonthecouch.She

wasexhaustedifshewasbeinghonestwithherself.

AtthePoliceStation

Rhyswasplacedintheinterrogationroom forthe



fifthtimethatdayandtheykeptonaskingthevery

samequestions.

DetectiveMoilwe:youdoknowyoucangetmore

yearsunlessyoutellwhoareyourassociates..

Rhys:Admititdetective,youdon’thaveenough

informationtoputmebehindbars.Ifthereareno

furtherquestions,Iwouldliketogobacktomy

cell(smirking)

Thedetectivedidn’tknowwhattodoatthispoint,

whattheyhadwashisbankstatementsandthose

werethousandsandthousandsofpulasinthere.

Theycouldn’teventracetheirsourceandwhatRuby

foundoutwasn’tevenenough.Sohedidn’tloveher

enoughtosharehissecretswithher.Rhyswas

escortedoutwithchainsonhisarmsbyapolice

officerandMoilwehitthedeskwithhisfist.Damn

youMcKnightforbeingsosmart.

Rhysheardthetablebangandhelaughedashewas

escortedtohiscell.HislittleRubywasn’tassmart



asshethoughtshewas.Itwouldbeacolddayin

hellifhewasgoingtotrustawomanwithdelicate

stufflikethis.Onceyoujiltthem,theywanttotalk

andhewasawantedmaninthesestreets,hewasn’t

evengoingtoriskshit.

ThepoliceofficeropenedRhys’cellandtriedto

shovehim inside.

Rhys:Watchitofficer!

TheofficerletgoofRhysashesteppedinsidehis

cell.Thekeysjingledasthecellwaslocked.Rhys

unbuttonedtheorangeoverallsandhetieditaround

hiswaist,exposinghistattoosandthewhitevest.

Heshouldbeoverawomanrightatthismoment,

enjoyingthefruitsandpleasuresawoman’sbody

hadtoofferbutshehadtoruinitall.Hesatonthe

bedandbroughthishandstogether.WhereverAlex

was,hewasmakingthingshappen.Hetaughthis

littlebrotherwellandhewasgoingtoavoidfucking

thisup.



AtRuby’shouse

FinallyRubydraggedherselfoutofthebedroom with

redpuffyeyes.Herparentswereintheloungeand

shelookedatthem beforehereyeslandedonthe

picturesofherandRhys.

MaRuby:Hewillbefine.

Ruby:I-Iwantt-

Adoorknockdisturbedthem andtheyallturnedto

lookatthedoor.

MaRuby:Whoisit?

Voice:Alex..

TheyalllookedateachotherbeforeRubypulledher

gownandsatonthechair.Hermotherwenttoopen

thedoorandAlexgreetedher.

Alex:Goodevening.CanIseeRuby?



MaRuby:Sheisnotinthebestmentalstatebut

comein.

Hewalkedinwithasombreexpressionashe

greetedRuby’sfatherwhojustnodded.Alex:Rubyhi,

canItalktoyou?

Rubylookedatherparentsforafewsecondsand

hermotherwalkedtothecouchtohelpRuby’sfather

standup.Shegrabbedtheoldman’sblanketand

handedhim hiswalkingstickastheywalkedtothe

guestroom.

Aftertheeldershadlettheroom Rubyfakedasmile

andAlexsquaredhischinasheplacedhishandson

hisknees.RubycouldseehisAdam’sappleboband

hisjawtick,likeRhysinaway.

Alex:Iwantedtoseehowyouareholdingup.

Rubysquintedhereyes.Shewasexpectinghim to

askifsheknewwhyRhyswasinpolicecustodyand

inherinvestigationsshehadfoundithardtofind



anythingimplicatingAlexinRhys’shenanigansanda

partofherbelievedhewasthegoodson.Thenthere

wasthepolicepartofherthatknewthatevenAlex

wastoogoodtobetrue.

Ruby:I’llbefine.Iwanttovisithim tomorrow

(clearingherthroat)

Alex:That’swonderful.

Alexinhiscalm demeanortookineverythingRuby

did.Shewasgoingtofakeittilltheendwasn’tsh?

Wonderfulshowshewasputtingon.

Ruby:haveyoutalkedtohim though?

Alex:Hesaidhe’sokay.Ishouldtakecareofour

motherandyou.

Heemphasizedtheyouandhecouldseetheguiltin

hereyes.Nowonderwomencouldtalktosnakes.

Theyweresnakesthemselves.



Ruby’sthroatdried.Rhysstillcaredeventhoughon

thedayofhisarresthehintedthatheknew.Tears

welledinhereyesandshesniffed.Alexsighedand

movedclosertoher.Hehuggedherasshebroke

downandhewantedtorollhiseyes.

Alex:Therethere,Rhyswillboutbeforeyouknowit

andyouguyswillgetmarried.Youloveeachother.

Rubynoddedknowingthatitmightneverhappen.If

shewasgoingtoreallypursueherrelationshipwith

him,shemightaswellquitherjobandsheloved

whatshedideventhoughitmeantputtingtheman

shelovedbehindbars.

AtAone’shouse

Neeloswitchedoffthestoveasshesniffed.They

saidtheywillbeherebutiftheywerenotcoming

thenallofthisworkwouldhavebeenfornothing.

Herphonerangandsherushedtogopickitup.That



mightbethem.ShelookedatthecallerIDand

sighed.

Neelo:Neelohello..

Katlego:HeyNene...

Shesmiled.Whatwasupwiththepeopleand

nicknamestoday?

Katlego:I’m atthehospital.

Neelo:Howishe?Isheimproving?

Katlegorubbedhislover’shandashebreathed

throughmachines,theonlysigntoknowthathewas

alivewasthathisheartwasstillbeating.

Neelo:IsAoneokay?

Katlego:Stillthesame..

Neelostoppedsmiling.Whywasshehopingfora

miracleatthispoint?Adoorknockinterruptedher.

Neelo:IhavetogoKatlego.You’lolupdatemeonthe



situation.

Katlego:Bye.

KatlegohungupandNeeelowalkedtothedoorwith

herphoneinherhand.

.

.

.

*

*

*

Tomorrow11am.Yes?Thankyou.
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AtAone’shouse

Neeloopenedthedoorandsheplasteredasmile

immediatelywhensheknewwhoitwasatthedoor.

Neelo:Dumelang.Welcome..

Aone’smothergaveNeeloasnarkasshewalked

insidealongwithAone’syoungerbrotherwhowas

tenyearsNeelo’ssenior.Thetwowalkedinand

Neelosighedassheclosedthedoor.

Neelo:Imadedinner.

MaAone:Canyoutakemetothehospital?Iwantto

seemyson.

Neelo:Ofcourse.Le-



MaAone:Now!

Neelo:Eemma.

Neeloleftthem intheloungeasshewenttothe

bedroom togetherbag.Shesatonthebedbiting

herlowerlip.Shelookedathermobilephoneand

shedecidedtocallKatlegowhoanswered

immediately.

Katlego:Nene?

Neelo:Aone’smotherishere,weareonourtothe

hospital.

Katlego:Gotit.Iwillleaveinafewminutes.

Neelo:Thankyou.Youcancomebackafterweleave,

I’m sureAoneappreciatesyourpresencethere.

Katlego:Ithurtsseeinghim likethis.

Neelosighedandrubbedhereyes.

Neelo:Iam stillprayingforhim..

Katlego:DoesGodevenhearyourprayers?



Neelo:I’m innostatetoquestionGodKat.Okaybye.

Shehungupandpushedherbraidsback.Shestood

upandwalkedtothedoorwhichwasabruptly

openedbyAone’sbrother.

Neelo:IwaswellonmywayKago.

Kago:Youaredelayingus.Wedon’thaveallday.

Neelo:Okay.

Shelookedupathim expectinghim tomovefrom

thedoorbuthejuststoodtherelookingather.Kago

wonderedwhatayoungladylikehersawinhisolder

brother.

Neelo:Kagokopagoheta(KagocanIpass)

Kago:Youarebeautiful..

Neelo:Mhmm...

Hemovedfrom thedoorandNeelowalkedaheadas

Kagotrottedbehindher,noticingtheslim curvesand

herderrière.Heshookhishead.Thatwashis



brother’swife,theonewhom hisfamilythoughtwas

agolddiggerbecauseshewas21yearsyounger

thanhisbrother.Neelofoundhermotherinlaw

tappinghershoeandshegaveheralook.

MaAone:Let’sgo.Kago?

Kago:Ma?I’m here...

TheyallwalkedoutofthehouseandKagowalkedto

hiscar.HeunlockeditandMaAonegotinthefront

passengerseatwhileNeelogotintheback.Kago

wasthelastpersontogetinthecarandhelooked

atthetwoladiestomakesuretheywerebuckledup.

Hestartedthecarandsilencefilledthevehicle.

Neelolookedathernails,thesedaysshedidn’teven

havetimetoherself.Itwaseithershewasbusy

takingcareofAoneorshewasdepressedabouthis

state.Shedidn’thavenailpolishonhernailsandher

hairwasalreadyold.Howcanshestrivetolook

goodwhenAonewassick?Hehasdoneawholelot

forherandhewasherbestfriend.Shesighedand

broughtherhandstogethersayingasilentprayerto

GodjustaskingforHiswilltobedone.Atthispoint

shedidn’tknowwhattodo.Sheprayedandcriedbut



nothingchanged.

ThecarstartedmovingandKagofixedtherearview

mirrorashelookedatNeelothroughit.Shewas

beautifulandsohumble.Helookedaheadashe

reversedthecar.

AtNyangabweReferralHospital

Kagoparkedhiscarandhismotherwasthefirstto

getoutofthecar.Neelolookedoutthewindowand

spottedKatlegowalkingtohiscar.Justintimeso

theywon’tseehim.Shebreathedinasignofrelief

asshegotoutthecarwithherphoneandsmallbag.

Kagogotoutandlockedthecarastheladieswalked

tothehospitalentrance.Heslippedhishandsinhis

pocketsashewalkedbehindthem.

Neelodidn’thavetodirectanyonetoAone’shospital

room.Theyallknewitandshewonderedwha



excuseAone’sfathergavejustsohedoesn’tcheck

onAone.NeelosatbythebenchesasKagoandMa

Aonewalkedinsidetheroom.

AtFrancistownPoliceStation

Inthecells,Rhyssatonthebed.Ithasbeenthree

hoursofthoroughthinkingabouthislifeandfuture.

Thepolicehadnothingbutsoonerorlaterhewas

goingtogetcaughtforrealanddoprisontime.He

wasn’thappyaboutthatandthefunnythingishe

wasn’tluckywithlove.Thewomanhelovedturned

outtohavesoldhim outtothewolves.OhdearRuby

whydidshehavetodothat?

AtNyangabweReferralHospital

MaAonetalkedtohersonwhowassoweak.No

wondershehatedthatgolddiggerofhis.She

must’vedonesomethingtohim withalltheir



witchcraftfrom herhomevillagejustinordertoget

hisriches.

MaAone:You’llgetbetterpapaautwe?

Kagoshookhishead.Whatexactlywaseatinghis

brotherup?

Aoneraisedhishandtotryandremovetheoxygen

masktospeak.Hismotherremoveditandhe

coughed.

Aone:Ne-Ne-elo!

Kago:Neelo?

HenoddedandKagoexitedtheroom.Hefound

Neelostaringattheceiling.Heclearedhisthroat.

Kago:Aonewantstoseeyou..

Neeloquicklygotupandwalkedtotheroom.She

ignoredthelookshegotfrom hermotherinlawas

shesatonhisotherside.

Neelo:What’swrong?Doyouwantfood?



Heshookhisheadashecoughed.Heheldher

handswithtearsinhiseyes.Thiswasit,hecould

feelhissoulslowlyleavinghisbodyandhewanted

tothankNeeloforeverything.Shehadbeensucha

darlingandwasmorelikethesisterheneverhad.He

knewshewouldkeepthesecrettilltheend.Neelo

lookedintohiseyesashecoughedandheldher

hands.

Aone:Th-thanky-you..

Heletherhandsgoandlookedathismother.She

hadtearsinhereyesandNeelodecidedtoleavethe

room.Shewasn’tevengoingtobeinthatroom for

longorelseshewasgoingtobreakdown.Assoon

assheleft,theEKGstartedtobeepabruptlyloud

andKagorushedouttocallanurseoradoctoror

anyone.

Aone’smothercriedasshehopedhewasgoingto

beokay.Aoneclosedhiseyesashetookhisvery

lastbreathandthesoundingmachineswentsilent.
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AtNyangabweReferralHospital

ThenurserushedinasMaAoneweptholdingher

son’shand.Theyweretoolate.Kagostoodatthe

doorashisfacefell.Itwasover.Aonewasgonejust

likethat.Thenursetookouthernotebookand

lookedatherwatch.

Nurse:Timeofdeath19:00hours.

Neelo’sheartshuttered.Ifherswasshutteredthen

thiswasdefinitelygoingtokillKatlego.Shesat

downonthebenchandprocessedthenews.Aone?

Gone?Wow!Shecoveredhermouthasthetears

rolleddownhercheeksmakingherhotandthose

tinyhiccupswerestarting.Therewasahugeweight

inherchestanditwasburning.Shegaspedfor



breathasthehottearsrolleddownrelentlessly

withoutstopping.Kagoturnedhisheadhearingher

sobs.Bothwomenwerebrokenandalthoughhe

waslostforwordsandstillshocked,theyboth

neededhissupport.

HeturnedonhisheelandwalkedtowhereNeelo

wasasshecried.Hekneeledinfrontofherashe

liftedherface.Herfacewasamessandthecrying

madeheruglybutitwasthepain.Hepulledherinto

him andrubbedherchestassheletdownallher

defensesandcriedintohischest.Wailinglikealittle

childwhojustlosttheirfavoritedog,thiswasgoing

tobehardforherandshewasnowawidow.A

youngassuch.

MaAonecoveredherfaceaskingGodwhybutshe

didn’thaveanyanswers.Shewatchedmorenurses

andadoctorenterastheyconversed.Shecouldn’t

hearwhattheysaidbuttheydisconnectedthe

machinesandcoveredhisbodywiththewhitesheet.



Shewasspeechlessandshecouldn’tevenbring

herselftoutteraword.

Theirwholeworldjustcametoanabrupthalt.

Thefollowingmorning

MaAonehadforcedNeelotopackherbags,they

weregoingbackhometoburyAone.Ofcourseshe

hadtolayonthemattressaspertraditionandwear

blackclothesfrom nowonwards.Shewashiswife,

nomatterhowgolddiggingandhowfakeshewas.

KagoputNeelo’sbagsatthebag.Shehadredpuffy

eyesandshewasn’tinhernormalstate.Hisdeath

shouldhavebeenexpectedbutitawayitwasa

surprisetothem.

Neelogotinthecar.Shehadfinallygatheredthe



strengthtotellKatlegobeforeshefellintoadark

sleeplastnight.Shecouldn’tevenimaginehowhe

waslike.Shetoldherparentsthismorningandshe

wassuretheyweregoingtobethereforher.This

wasgoingtobeaverydifficultweekforher.She

rubbedherchestwhenshefeltthetears.

AtRuby’shouse

Rubylookedatthemirrorandrubbedherstill

sensitivenipples.Shedidwhatshehadtodo,their

babywouldhavebeencuteifshehadletthefoetus

livelongenoughinherwombbuthedidn’tknowthat.

Shesighedandrubbedhereyesassheworeherbra.

Shewasfinallygoingtoseehim.Ithasbeenaday

butshewassurehehatedher.

Shefinishedgettingdressedandworehershades,

grabbingherhandbag.Shewassureifthemedia

wasgoingtospother,theyweregoingtobombard

herwithquestions.Unnecessaryonesatthat.She



wasn’tevenhungry.

Shewalkedoutofherroom andfoundhermotherin

theloungedrinkingtea.

Ruby:MamaI’m goingtoseeRhys.

MaRuby:Areyouokay?

Ruby:Ihavetoseehim mama..Thatmanisstillmy

fiancé.

MaRubynodded.Herdaughtersaidthatwithso

muchconviction.Shereallylovedhim throughthick

andthin.

Rubytouchedherhead.Sheneededahattoo.What

ifthepaperswriteabouthergoingtovisithim in

prison?Whatwillhersuperiorssaytoo?Herjobwith

thisRhysand McKnightcasewasdoneanddusted.

Sheshouldhavenocontactwithhim whatsoeverbut

theheartwasatraitorousorgan.



Shesaidbyeandcheckedherbagforthecarkeys.

Shefoundthem assheclosedthedoorand

unlockedthecar.Shewalkedtothecarandopened

thedoor.Sheleanedbackontheseatandsighed.

Maybesheshouldgoback.

AtPrison

Thatmorning,theyhadmovedRhysandtoprison

andhewasnolongeratthepolicestationholding

cells.Hewassurehewouldbeoutinsixmonthsor

less,dependingontheevidencetheyhad.Rubs

tamperedwithhisfutureandatthispointhewasnot

goingtotrustthefemalespecieeveragain.No

matterhowtemptingtheymaybe.Hismothermust

beinahorriblestateandhedidn’tevenwantAlexto

tellhim howhismotherwas.Foraslongashewas

here,Alexwillhavethereignsoneverythingtillhe

comesoutandeverythinggoesbacktonormal.

Withchainsandallhewasledtohisnewcellandhe



lookedaround.Lifewasn’tgoingtobehardhere.

ThethreemeninthecelllookedatRhysand’swell

builtbodystructureandthenwentbacktowhatthey

weredoing.Theyhopedhewasn’toneofthoseguys

whowasgoingtoforcethem tohavesexwithhim.

Theircrimesweren’tthatdeepandtheyhavebeen

livinginpeacethepastyeartheyhavebeenhere.

Theprisonofficerremovedthechainsaroundhis

handsandfeetandRhysandcouldfinallymove

freely.Thecellwasclosedandlockedthenhiseyes

landedonthefarcorner.Hesawtheemptybedand

walkedthere.

Theotherprisonmatespretendedthattheycouldn’t

seehim ashesatdown.

MeanwhileRubywasletinsidetheprisonbuildings,

sheusedherpoliceofficerstatustogetineven

thoughsheknewshewaswrong.Whydidn’ttheytell

hertheyhadmovedRhystoprisonnow?Shehoped

hewasgoingtobeokayandwouldgetoutofprison



stillthesame.

Minuteslater,thewardenwaswalkingtotheprison

cellwheretheirnewestinmatewas.Healreadyhad

avisitorandeveryoneknewitwasthenotorious

Rhys.Hehadtoadmitthatthemanwaswellbuilt

andwasgangster.Thestreetsmarttypewhodidn’t

giveanythingaway.

Warden:McKnightyouhaveaguest.

Rhysandgotoffthebed.Hehadalreadymade

himselfcomfortable,thesleevesweretiedaround

hiswaistandallhisinkwasoutondisplay.The

metalchuckledagainsteachotherasthedoorwas

openedandhewasputinhandcuffs.Therewasan

officerbehindhim andthewardenledtheway.He

silentlyfollowedthewarden.

Whentheygottothevisitor’sroom,hiseyes

immediatelylockedwithRuby’sasshejustremoved



hershadeandplacedherhatonthetable.Rubytook

alookathim andhewasonehotinmate.Shedidn’t

knowthatorangewouldlookgoodonhim.Hewas

ledtothetableshewasatandhesatdownwithhis

handsonthetable.Theofficermovedawaybuthe

wasstillwithinearshotdistance.

Ruby:Hi..

Hesmiledandherheartfluttered.Thatorganwasa

darnfool.

Rhys:Hey.Youreyesarepuffy.

Ruby:Youstillcare?(softly)

Rhys:Idon’thateyouifthat’swhatyouwanttoask.

Justyourmissionandjob.

Shelookeddownembarrassed.Hewasn’tallthat

bad.

Ruby:Forwhatit’sworth,I’m reallysorry.

Rhys:Forwhatit’sworthpreciousthing,Idon’thold

youaccountable.



Shesighed.Shewantedtotouchhim oranything.

Rhys:I’llbeoutinsixmonths.Canyouwaitforme?

Onelasttimeofficer?(smiling)

Shesmiledandlookedintohiseyes.

Ruby:Okay.

Rhys:It’sadonedealmylove.Seeyouinsixmonths

andtakecareofyourself.Don’tletthoseotherpolice

officersputpressureonyou.Youdidyour

best(laughing)butyoucan’toutsmartme.

Ruby:Kantewenaorileng?(what’swrongwithyou?)

youshouldbeangryatmeandthrowingtantrums

thatIbetrayedyourtrust.(laughing)

Rhys:Idon’tdotantrumsandmytemperdoesn’t

allowmetogetangryprecious.Sothat’sthatand

thishappened.

Ruby:Iloveyou.

Rhysdidn’tsayitbackbutjustsmiled.

Rhys:InsixmonthsIwillbeout.Justonemoretime.



Shenoddedandhelookedaroundbeforehestolea

kiss.Hestoodupandfacedtheofficerwhobrought

him here.Rubywatchedhim turnhisbackinherand

hewasledbacktowherehecamefrom andshe

wantedtoscream.Iftheymetinanotherlife,under

differentcircumstancesthingwouldhavebeen

different.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTutume

AweeklateratAone’shomevillage,Neelowas

layingonthemattresslikethewidowertheythought

shewas.Atthispointhertearshaddriedupandshe

didn’thavetheenergytocry.Herheartwashurting

forKatlegonow.Helostaloverandshedidn’tthink

hewasgoingtoeverrecoverfrom losinghislover.

Theyalwaysmadeherbelievelovewasbeautiful

eventhoughtheyhidthatbeautifullovefrom the

world.

Shesighedasshepickedherphoneupandlooked

atitbeforesheplaceditbackdown.Tomorrowwas

thedayofthefuneralandshedidn’tknowhowshe

wasgoingtoreactseeingAoneinacoffin.ByGod’s



graceshedidmanagetomakeKatlegocometothe

funeralforfinalgoodbyeseventhoughhewillbe

comingasjustAone’s“friend”.Shelaidonherback

andstaredupattheceiling.Shewasawidow

weepingforamanthatwasneverhersbutaman

whowasmorelikeabrotherandfriend.Shefaced

theothersideassomeoneraspedonthedoor.She

wasprettysureitwasnothermotherinlawnorher

fatherinlaw.Thosetwodidn’tgiveadamnabout

herinanywayandshewassuretheywouldbe

happyifshecameoutwithnothing.Shedidn’twant

anything,theycouldkeeptheirson’sbelongings,

theydidn’thavethememoriesshesharedwithAone

sothatwasmorethanenoughforher.

Neelo:Whoisit?

Kago:It’sme.

Neelo:It’smekemang?(whoisit’sme?)

Kago:Kago!



Sheshookherheadandgotupfrom themattress.

Shewalkedbarefoottothedoorandsheopenedit.

Neelo:Hello.

Kago:Hi,canIcomein?

Neelolookedaroundasshepulledtheblackshawl

closertoherchest.Therewasnoonearound.

Kago:Ibroughtfoodtoo.Youhaven’tbeeneating.

Neelo:I’m nothungry.Whatdoyouwant?

Kago:Totalk.

Sherelentedandmovedawayfrom thedoor.Kago

steppedinassheclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Althoughshewasnoteating,sheseemedbetter

thanthetimetheytoldherofAone’spassing.She

wasdistraughtatthattimeandhehadbeenher

shouldertocryon.

Hesatonthechairintheroom placingthefood

downasshesatonthemattress.Blacksuitedher.



AshealwayssaidNeelowasabeautifulwoman.

Awkwardsilencefilledtheroom andhebroughthis

handstogether.

Kago:howareyouholdingup?

Neelo:Okay.Heisgoneright?Yourbrotherisgone

andnothingcanbringhim back.

Kago:Ithurtsbutitwillbeokay.Thewholefamilyis

stillshocked.

Neelo:Yeah.

Kago:Ifyouneedanything,anytimeI’llbeavailable.

NeelojustnoddedandKagostoodup.Hewantedto

hugherorsomethingbutinsteadheshovedhis

handsinhispocketsandnoddedashewalkedto

thedoor.Hewalkedoutofherroom andbumped

intohismotheratthedoor.Hermothergavehim a

lookashewalkedaway.MaAonewalkedintothe

room andlookedatNeelo.Shewantedtoslapthe

livingdaylightsoutofthatgolddigger.



MaAone:myson’sbodyisn’tevenundergroundyet

hereyouarewantingtostickyourclawsintohis

brother.

Neelo:M-ma?

MaAone:Osefefemosetsanakewena(youarea

whore,yougirl)

Neelolookeddown.Sheshouldn’tevenletthisgetto

her.TheyhadtoburyAoneandthewillwillberead.

Shewouldbeoutoftheirlivesforgood.Threeyears

ofbeingpartofthisfamilywashell.

MaAonelookedatNeeloexpectinghertosay

somethingsothatshecouldmakehershutupwith

aslapbutNeelokeptquiet.MaAoneclickedher

tongueandwalkedoutoftheroom,closingthedoor

withaloudbangonherwayout.Neelojumpedabit

beforesherubbedherarms.Shepickedherphone

andcalledhermother.



MaN:HeyNono,howisitgoing?

Neelo:Canyouanddadcomeovermama?

MaN:Okaybaby.Weareonourway.

Neelo:Thankyoumama.

AtBobonong

AtMaRhys’house

Shesatdownonhercouch.Heryoungestwasdoing

hisbesttotakecareofhereventhoughheleftaday

agoafterdroppingheroffhomeanditwasslowly

sinkinginthathersonwouldbeinprison.Alex

assuredherthatitwasn’tforlongandthattheygot

thewronginformationandhewasinnocent.

Sheshookherheadanddrankhertea.Shehad

resignedintostayingindoorstilleverythingdies

down,thatwaswhatAlexsaidwasbestforher



givenherweakheart.Itwasasurprisethatshe

didn’tfaintwhenRhyswasarrestedrightinfrontof

hereyes.

MeanwhileoutsidethehouseRubyparkedthecarat

thegateandshelookedaround.Hismotherhad

alwaysbeenfondofgreenplantsandthewholeyard

wasfilledwithpottedplantsandflowers.Shehoped

hervisitwasn’tgoingtobeinvain.

Sheopenedthegateandwalkedinside.Shelooked

aroundandshesighed.ShewasthereasonRhysand

wasinprisonandshehatedherselfforthatbutshe

wasgoingtowaitforhim.Hehadsuchabigheartto

forgiveherandthatmadeherfallmoreforhis

charmingnature.Sheknockedonthedoortwo

timesbeforesheheardthevoiceinside.Shewaited

anxiouslyatthedoortillitwasopenedbyhismother.

Ruby:Hi.



MaRhys:Himychildcomein.

Shelookedattheoldwomanandshefeltsoguilty,

Rhysdideverythingforhismotherandtookcareof

her.Hedidn’thaveafatherandthatwassomething

hedidn’ttalkaboutsodidhismother.Herheart

lurchedinherchestandshebitherlowerliptostop

thesoundthatwasgoingtocomeout.Sheloved

him likenootherandshemadeamistake.She

could’vequitthepoliceforceandfollowedherheart

butitwasn’ttoolatewasit.

Theoldwomanstoppedinhertracksandlookedat

Rubywhowasstillstuckonthesamespot.She

couldseethetearsinRuby’seyesthatshewanted

tocry.Maybesheneededashouldertocryon.That

waswhyshedroveallthewayfrom Francistownto

seeherhere.Shemust’veaskedAlex.Shewalkedto

Rubyandtheshortoldwomanputherarmsaround

Rubywhowastallerthanher.Rubyheldontotheold

woman,ifonlyshecouldturnthehandsoftime.



MaRhys:Itwillbeokay,hewillbeoutandyoutwo

willgetmarried.Youloveeachotherverymuch.

Ruby:I-Ijustmisshim somuch(sobbing)

MaRhys:WealldobutRhysandcantakecareof

himself.

Shebrokethehugandwipedhertears.

Ruby:Sorryaboutthat(sniffing)

MaRhys:It’sokay.Comesitdown.Ihavesconesand

tea.

Ruby:Thankyou..

Shewasledtothecouchandsatdown.Shelooked

aroundandsawthepicturesofRhysandAlexshe

hungaroundthecozylivingroom.Shelivedforher

childrenandwascontentwiththat.

.
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AtMaRhys’house

RubychuckledasMaRhysexplainedhowshecame

tonameherchildanamelikethat.

MaRhys:IwasreallyintobooksandIsawthename.

IsworetomyselfthatIwouldnamemyfirstborn

that.

Ruby:Kanalonabathonglenelebala(youguyswere

readers)(laughing)

MaRhys:Wedidn’thaveanythingtodokanaRuby.

Shesmiled.Rhyshadhereyesandsincetheynever

talkedaboutRhysfathershecouldn’tputafaceto

themanwhomightbeRhys’lookalike.



Ruby:Rhysisanicename,ithasthatthing..

Shelaughedabit.

MaRhys:MaybewhenRhysgetsoutyoucantryfora

baby..

Rubyforcedasmileandstoppedherselffrom

movingherhandstoherflatstomach.Theyalldidn’t

knowshewaspregnantandmanagedtohavean

abortion.ShewassureRhyswasgoingtoblowa

fuseifheknewbuthedidn’tandthatwasallthat

mattered.

Ruby:Soon.

MaRhys:Iam gettingoldandAlexenelookslikehe

won’tbegettingagirlfriendorawifeanytimesoon.

Ruby:Hewillgetsettled.Eventually.

Thetwoladieswentabouttalkingabouteverything

andanythingthatcametomind,avoidingtalking

aboutRhys.



AtTutume

Neeloworehershoesassheheardherparents’

voicesinthelounge.Shegotherphone,shejust

neededtobreathfreshair.Awayfrom thepeoplein

thishouseandKatlegohadsentamessagethathe

hadjustarrived.

Shewalkedtotheloungeasshegreetedherin-laws

whosnarledather.Thethingsshehadtoendureto

keepAone’ssecretsafe.Aonehadsaidtheywere

goingtojudgehim forhissexuality.Beforehe

marriedher,theyhadstartedtoaskhim questions

ofwhyhewasn’tmarriedorwhyhedidn’thavekids

athisage.Shesighed.

Shelookedathermotherandshesmiledabit.

Neelo:Iwillbeback..



Shewalkedoutfirstandherparentslookedateach

other.Theysighedandapologizedastheyfollowed

Neelo.Neelosuckedinthefreshairasshelooked

aroundthevillage.Shelookedattheringonher

fingerandsheremoveditandlookedatit.Shewas

goingtoputitaway,somewheresafe.

Hermothertouchedhershoulderandsheturned.

MaN:Areyoufine?

Neelo:Yeah.Ijustwantedtobreathandthankyou

forcoming.

Shehuggedhermotherwhoheldhertightly.

MaN:itjustdoesn’ttakeaweektogetover

someoneyouloved.

Shechuckledandhuggedhermothermuchmore

tightly.Thiswasgoingtobeherlittlesecret.She

promisedthatshewouldkeepittilltheend,evenin

herwildestdreamsshecouldn’tseeherselfbeingin



aromanticrelationshipwithsomeoneoldenoughto

beherfather.

MaN:aftertomorrowwewillhearthewayforward.

Neelo:MamaIdon’twantanything,theyalreadyhate

me.

MaN:Butyouwerehiswife..

Hermotherbrokethehugasthewindblewacross

theirwayandNeelo’sfathertrailedbehind.

Neelo:Idon’twantanythingtotamama.It’sokay.If

therewasawilltheycanstillkeepeverything.

RaN:Nonoareyousure?

Sheturnedandsquintedhereyes.

Neelo:Iam surepapa.It’sokay.

Theywalkedoutoftheyardandhermotheropened



thecar.

Neelo:Canyoutakemetothebusstation?Ihaveto

seesomeone..

Herfatherraisedaneyebrowandsheleanedback.

Neelo:Iwouldn’tbeaskingifitwasn’timportant.Ka

lekopa.

Hermotherlookedatherdadandherelentedashe

gotinsidethecar.ShesentatexttoKatlegotelling

him thatshewouldbeseeinghim inafewminutes.

Hewasonlyhereforthefuneral.Sheknewshewas

inallblack,lookinglikeawidowalready.

AtMaAone’shouse

Sheclappedherhands.Neelowassodisrespectful,

hersonhasn’tbeenburiedandalreadyshewantsto

gallivantaroundthevillage.Shemust’vebeen

seducingKagobutthistimeshewon’tgetanything.

Notasinglecentfrom herson’spropertiesormoney.



Thatmust’vebeenherplan.

MaAone:Gaanatlhongwaitse(shedoesn’thave

shame)

RaAone:Letherbe.

MaAone:Sheneverreallylovedmysondidshe?

Mxm.Kaandtswaeleboloijwakwagabone(it

mustbewitchcraftfrom herhomevillage)(clapping

herhands)

Shestoodupandwenttothebackyardwherethey

wereexpectingatenttobesetupabitlater.

Everythingwasgoingwellunderwayforthefuneral

andtheinsurancehadpaidout.Shewasnextto

Neelowhentheypaidout,whatifshestealsthe

moneyandhersondoesn’tgetthedignifiedfuneral

hedeserved?

Shecouldneverputanythingpastthatgirl.

MeanwhileKagosatonthebed.Maybemonthsafter



thispasses,withouthermotheraroundoranything,

hewouldhavethegutstoaskherout.Onceshehad

fullygrievedandstoppedwearingallblacklikeshe

didnow,shedidusetheirfamilysurnameright?

Peopleaddressedherwiththatsurnamewhenshe

washereatthevillage.Hewasn’tsureabout

FrancistownbecausehelivedinGaboroneandhe

sawhisbrotheroccasionally.

Atthebusstation

Neelogotoutofthecarandrubbedhereyes,

Katlegosaidhehadparkedsomewhere.Shelooked

aroundtryingtofindhiscar.Whenshespottedit

andwassurehespottedherbecauseshewasthe

onlyladywearingallblackandinalongdress,hegot

outofthecar.Hemetherhalfwayandhuggedher.

Katlego:Youlostweight..

Neelo:Sodidyou.Thankyouforcoming.

Katlego:Iam eternallygratefultoyoufordoingthis



forme.

Neelo:Ihadto.Mysincerecondolencesforyourloss,

helovedyoutilltheendandIam sureheisina

betterplace.

Katlego:hedidn’thavetodielikethat..

Neelolookeddownandsighed.Therewasnothing

thedoctorscoulddoandalltheyhadtodowaspray

forhiswell-being.

Neelo:GodgivesandGodtakes.Wejusthavetobe

gratefulforthetimewespentwithhim.Holdonto

thememories,theywillholdontoyou.

Katlegofacedtheotherwayholdingbacktears,ten

fullyearswiththatmanandhisbodyfailedhim.

Neelo:IknowyoumightnotcrywhenIam around

butletitallout.Seeyoutomorrow.

Shehuggedhim onelasttimeandhechuckled.

Neelo:Soonitwillgetbetter.Idon’tknowhowsoon



orifsoonwilleverhappenbutIprayyoufindthe

closureyouneed.

Sheletgoandshesmiledasthesunhithersmall

faceandsheflashedasmile.

Katlego:Thereisalsosomethingthatbelongstoyou.

Neelo:Tome?(frowining)

Katlego:Yes.Thankyouandforbeingthereforhim

throughitall.Youmadeeverythingseem brighter.

YouareoneremarkableyoungladyNeeloJones.

Neelolaughed.Shedidn’tchangehermaidenname

whentheygotmarried.Thethreeofthem knewwhat

washappeningsotherewasnoneedtochangeher

maidennamebuttheymadeherin-lawsbelieve

otherwise.

Neelo:Itry.Itry.Iwillcallbutsendingloveandlight.

Bye.

Shewavedbeforeshewalkedaway.

.



TROUBLED

#08

Thefollowingmorning

AtMaAone’shouse

Intheweehoursofthemorning,theclosefamily

membersweregatheredintheloungewherethe

coffinwas.Aone’smotherheldbackhertearsas

shesawthewhitecoffin,theywerereallygoingto

buryherfirstbornsonanditclickedthathewas

goneandnevercomingback.Neelolookeddownin

anallblackdressandablackheadwrap.Shewas

sayingbyetoherfriendandshehopedhewasina

betterplace.Shecriedandprayedforhim butshe

couldn’tdefydestinynorfate.Notbyalongshot.



Theyallslowlystartedtowalkaroundthecoffinto

lookatthedeceasedonelasttime.Neelowasthe

lastonetostopbythecoffinandshesmiledsadly.

Neelo:Restinperfectpeacemylove(softly)

Shelookeddownandwalkedawayasoneoftheold

ladiesstartedsingingahymn.

Semphetewenayoorategang

Mmolokiwaaka

Faontseosesababangwe,semphetelenna

KgosiJesu!

Theyjoinedinsingingthehymnassomewipedtheir

tears.Itwasareallysadtimeforthefamily.

Afewhourslater



Atthegraveyard

Katlegowassittinginthegueststentasthefuneral

proceedingswenton.Heheldbackthetearstrying

tobestrong,thesongsthatweresungdidn’tmake

anythingbetter.Heblinkedseveraltimesbeforehe

placedhishandsonhiskneesandsniffedabit.His

eyesgotwateryandhewantedtocryitoutbut

peoplewillthenstartaskingthemselvesquestions.

Hemaintainedhispostureashewatchedasfamily

membersspokeaboutthedeceased.Hisloverand

friend.HewasgoingtomakesureAone’swishes

wouldbegranted.

NeelolookedaroundandshesawKatlego.Itmust

besohardtryingtohidethatpainandgrief,she

sighed.Shefacedthefrontasthepastorstartedhis

shortsermononlifeanddeath.

Pastor:Andletyourheartsbeatpeaceknowingthat

heisinabetterplace,byourFather’sside.



ThepeoplesaidamenandNeelobroughtherhands

together.Theystartedtheanchoringprocess,his

coffinwasloweredintotheground.

Pastor:From dustweweremadeandtodustwe

shallallreturn.

Hegotthefistfistfulofsoilashesprinkleditonthe

loweredcoffin.Hethencalledoutfamilytocomedo

theirpart.MaAonewasinconsolableatthispoint

andshehadbeencryingthewholeofthisceremony.

Neelocouldunderstand,itwassupposedtobethe

childburyingtheparentandnottheotherwayround.

Oncealltheclosefamilymembershadthrownsoil

intheloweredcoffin,themenstartedtofillthegrave

withsoilastheyshoveleditintothegrave.Ahymn

wassunganditwasthesaddest,ithadNeelowiping

hertearsawayandhermotherjusthuggedher.

MaN:Itwillbewell.Gomotsegangwanaka.



Shenodded.

Anhourlatereverythingwasconcludedandthey

washedtheirhandsastheyleftthegraveyard.Neelo

toldherparentstowaitforherasshewalked

towardsKatlego.Kagowatchedfrom thesidelines.

Themanshewaswalkingtowardslookedolderthan

her,morelikehislatebrother’sage.Hedidn’tstand

achancewithherdidhe?

Neelo:Katlego..

Katlegostoppedinhistracks.Todaywasahardday

andhejustneededtorest.

Neelocaughtupandstartedwalkingwithhim.

Neelo:Ifyouneedanything,Iam hereokay?

Katlego:Youhavedonemorethanenoughyoung

lady.Thankyouforeverything.

Neelo:Don’tsweatit.Iwoulddothisoverandover

withnohesitation.



Katlegoletoutafadesmile.

Neelo:Callmeandtwillbefineoldguy.

Theysharedahugandshewalkedaway.Katlego

lookedupasraincloudsstartedtogather.The

chapterwasclosedanddone.Therewouldbeno

moreAonetocomebackhometoorAonetotell

him abouthisdayatwork.OrAonewhowas

obsessedaboutthedogsathishouseandAone

whowouldgoonandonabouthowNeeloneededto

findaman.Airchockedhim andthehotburning

tearsrolleddownhischeeks,thiswasgoingtobe

themostdifficultpart.Tryingtohealorrepairthe

brokenheart.Hewassurenoonewasgoingtobe

abletofillthatvoidinhisheart.Hisotherhalfwas

gone,thebraintumorwasdiscoveredwaytoolate

andtherewasnothingthatcouldbedonetostophis

inevitabledeath.Heshookhisheadangrilyand

wantedtoscream attheGodwhotookourhisloved

one.Whycouldn’tHesaveAonelikehedidforall

Hischildren?Why?



Hekeptonwalkingtillhereachedhiscarandgotin.

Heclosedthedoorandplacedhisheadonthe

steeringwheelcryingsilently.

AtAone’smother’shouse

Neeloandherparentsgotoutofthecarandthat

waswhenhermothernoticedthatNeelowasn’t

wearingherring.Shedecidednottocommenton

that,whateverthatwasgoingtohelpNeeloheal.

TheywalkedtothehouseandNeelodecidedthat

shewasn’tgoingtobestayinghereanylonger.Any

developmentstheywillcallher.

Neelo:Mama,Iwanttogohome..

MaN:Home?

Neelo:AtBobonong.ItoldyouIdon’twantanything.I

cangetmystufffrom thehouseIsharedwithAone



atFrancistownbutIwantnothingfrom his

properties.Toavoidfights.

RaN:Areyousure?

Neelo:Eerra.

MaN:Youdoknowyouaretheirdaughterinlawand

ifyouwanttogetmarriedinfutureyouhavetogo

throughthem..

RaN:Yourmotherisright.

Neelo:Iam suretheywillbehappytosendmeoff...

Sheopenedthedoorandgreetedtheeldersinthe

loungebeforesheheadedtothebedroom.Her

motherfollowedher.

Neelo:Can’tyougivethem theirmagadiback?Idon’t

wantanythingtodowiththisfamilymama..

MaN:Yourfathercansellhislastcowstogivethem

theirmagadiback.

Neelo:Orforgetit,papadoesn’thavetosellhis

cows.(sighing)Iwillseewhattodo.



HerfatherwalkedinandtheylookedatNeelo.

RaN:Nonongwanaka,wewoulddoanythingtosee

youhappyevenifitmeanssellingmylastcowsto

repaytheirmagadi.

Neelo:Iwillpayitbackandevenworkatthefarm

whileyouareatthevillage.

MaN:Youdon’thavetodothat.

Neelo:Itwillalsotakem mindoffthings.It’sbeena

whilesinceIhavebeenatthefarm gape.

MaN:Neoipitsacitygirl(youwerecallingyourselfa

citygirl)

Neelolaughed.

Neelo:Mamamma!Ijoo!Thankyouguyssomuch.

Shehuggedbothofthem.Shewantedtoclosethis

Aonechapter.Shewillleavewithallthememories

theysharedandhopedonedaytheywillmeetagain

andtalklikeoldfriends.Fornowshewantedto



detachfrom hisfamily,theyneverlikedheranyway.

EveniftheWillwillberead,shewasgoingtogivehis

familyeverythingthatbelongedtotheirson.They

willseewhattodowitheverything.

AtPrison

Rhyssatwithchainsonhishandandlegsashe

lookedathislittlebrother.Thiswastheonlytimehe

wasgoingtoletAlexvisithim.

Alex:Howareyouholdingup?

Rhys:YouaretalkingaboutRhyskanaAlex.

Alexchuckled.Hehadeverythingundercontroland

thepoliceweren’tgoingtofindanythingbutthis?

Thisjustopenedacanofwormsbecausethepolice

wouldbeontheireverytail.Allbecauseofblood

fuckingRuby.

Alex:Rubyvisitedmother.



Rhys:Uhu...

Alex:Iwasjustassurprised..

Rhys:Bro,women?Descendantsofthedevil.

Alex:TrustmeIknow..

Rhys:Youronandoffwithyourgirlfriendisannoying.

Alex:Yolekesetsenwa.Shewillbebackinamonth

orso.

RhyslaughedandAlexjoinedin.

Rhys:Wehavetolaylowonall

operations(whispering)

Alex:Gotit.

Rhys:Iwillbeoutinsixmonthsandcanyoumake

suretheycleanmyhouse?

Alex:Where:

Rhys:Iwanttodisappeartothefarm.Nottheone

closetoFrancistown.Theotherone.

Alex:Alright.Onitbro.



Rhys:AndleaveRubytome.

AlexraisedaneyebrowandRhyspointedlylookedat

him.

Alex:Don’tthinkwithyourdickRhysand.Lookwhere

itgotus.

Rhys:Wantlwaelatlheomarete.Kemotonamogo

wena(laughing)

Alex:Surebro.Seeyouinsixmonths.

HenoddedandAlexstoodupleaving.Hesaluted

andRhyswinkedbackastheprisonofficerlookedat

him.Hestoodupandtheofficerwasonstandby

waitingtotakehim backtohiscell.

.

*

SIXMONTHSLATER
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AtRuby’shouse

Shegotreadyforthecourthearing.Shehadtaken

thissixmonthsasabreakfrom lifeandtoreform.

ShewassoexcitedtotellRhysthatshefinally

managedtoresignfrom herjobandshewon’tbea

threatanymore.Shemadeamistakeonceandshe

couldn’tlosethemanshelovedoverthat.Ittook

sendingRhystojailforhertoseethatbutsheloved

him dearlytowanttolosehim.Itwasabitofa

hassletoresignfrom herlineofworkbutithadtobe

doneandshewasgoingtousethesmallpackageto

startabusinessorsomething.

Shetwirledinfrontofthemirrorandlookingatthose

whitepantssheworethatRhyslikedseeingherin.



Shesmiled.Acleanslateandhewasnevergoingto

knowabouttheabortion,shewasstilldumbbutshe

gotherheadoutofthegutternowandshecanthink

clearly.HerfuturewaswithRhys,thatwastheman

whowasgoingtobeinherlife.

Shegrabbedherhandbagandshesmiled.Shewas

crossingfingers.Shewalkedoutofherroom making

herwaytothelounge.Shehadcleanedthishouse

andhadwantedtogocleanhishousebutthe

currentkeyshehadcouldn’tunlockthedoor.She

neverfoundthetimetoaskhismotherorAlexabout

that.Shewalkedoutthedoorandlockeditbefore

facinghercar.Sheunlockeditandgotinside.She

wasgoingtoseeherman.Finally!

AtFrancistownHighCourt

Peoplemadetheirwayinsidethecourtroom as

RhyssawhismotherandAlex.Hislawyerwassure

thattheStatedidn’thaveenoughevidencetoput



him injailletalonekeephim thereforyears.Hewas

basicallyafreeman,alltheyhadtodowasverify

thathewasandhecouldgoandlivehislifebuton

therightsideofthelawofcourse.Rubytookagood

lookatRhysandshedidn’tknowthathecouldget

anybuffer,sohewasworkingoutinprison.She

mentallysmackedherself,ofcoursetheydomanual

laborinprisonandthatonit’sownisafullworkout.

Shesatdownandlookedatherengagementring.

RhysfrownedwhenhesawRubymakingherway

insidethecourtroom.Hehidthatfrownwithawell

calculatedsmirk.Hedidn’texpecthertoshowup

herebutohwellhemightaswellstarttheshow.No

onemessedwithRhysandMcKnightandfrom what

Alexhadtoldhim thedaybeforeitwaswellplanned.

Unfortunatelyhewasalwayscarefulwithmostof

histhingsexceptthosefewbankstatementsthat

Rubymanagedtogetherhandson.Shewasn’treally

thatgullibletobelievethatthingswouldgobackto

normalafterherbetrayaldidshe?Afterthis,the

policewouldalwaysbeontohim andhewouldhave



towatchhisbacktentimesmorethanhealreadydid.

Everyonesettleddownoncethejudgearrived.

Silencefilledtheroom asthepeopleawaitedtohear

aboutRhys’fate.

AtRaN’sfarm

Neelogotridofthebootsasshegotinsidethesmall

twobedroomedhouse.Shehadbeensurprised

whenKatlegohadgivenherthecardthathadallthe

moneyAonesavedupforher.Apparentlyheknew

thathisfamilymightnotgiveheracentandshe

didn’tblamehim,hisfamilywascruel.Toocruel.

Shedidn’tevenwanttoknowwhattheydidwiththe

biglumpsum thattheinsurancehadpaidoutand

Aone’shouse.Shehadremovedherselffrom that

equation.Nowshelookedmorelikeafarm Julieand

itdidn’tbotherheronebit.Shedidn’tevenmissthe

citylightsorthepeople,shecouldbreathhereand

therewaspeace.Herfatherdidsayitwas



dangerousthatshewasaladyandlivingallalone

buttherewastheherdmanwhocameevery

morningsosheassuredherfathershewassafe.

ThereliefshefeltafterAone’sfamilyagreedtolet

hergoandgettheirmagadiback,theycouldn’tsay

notomoneyandshewasafreewoman.Shedid

haveplanstodevelopthissmallfarm andmaybe

manageit.Herfatherdidn’thavetimeandbesides

hewasgettingold.Herbeingtheonlychildandhe

didn’thaveanheir,shehadtohelpusingthemoney

shegotfrom Katlego.

Sheclosedthedoorandlockeditasshelooked

around.Maybebuyabullortwothencowsanda

horse.Breedingwasgoingtobeexpensivebutit

wouldgiveherfatherreallygoodcowsthathecan

sellandmakemoneyfrom.Shewillquizhim uponit

whenshegoesbacktothevillage.



AtCourt

Rhysand’sheartstoppedforaminutewhenthe

judgesaidhewasfree.Hewasfinallyafreeman.

Rubybeamedwithhappiness.Hewasout.Finally!

Nevereverinherwildestdreamswillsherepeat

whatshedid.

Alexsecretlypunchedtheair.Fornowthiswas

progressandtheywillseetherestlater.Allthe

policehadtodowastoescortRhysbacksohecan

fillouthenecessarydocumentsalongwithhis

lawyer.Alexwouldwaitforhim inthecarwiththeir

mothertotakehim tohishouseintown.Toatleast

gethiscarsincehesaidhewantedtodisappear.

CourtwasdismissedandRubywalkedtowhereher

futuremotherinlawwas.

MaRhys:Youaresohappy.

Ruby:Heisout.Finally.



MaRhys:Myheartcanfinallyrelax.

Alexinterruptedtheconversation.

Alex:HeyRuby,MsMcKnightlet’sgowaitforyour

firstborninthecar.Theyaregoingtotakesome

timesortingoutthepaperwork.

Ruby:Goodidea..

Allthreeofthem walkedoutsideandRubycouldsee

thatshehadparkedhercarfarfrom Alex’scar.She

letthem walkawayandshemadeherwaytohercar.

ShegotinsidehercarandwaitedanxiouslyforRhys.

Meanwhileinsidethecourtroom

Onceallthedocumentsweresignedandallthe

termswereunderstoodbybothparties,Rhyswas

officiallyoutofprison.



Hewalkedoutoftheofficewithhislawyerwho

shookhishead.

Lawyer:Youheardthem monaRhys.

Rhys:Ididandthankyousomuch.

Lawyer:Justdoingwhatyouhiredmefor.

Rhysandrubbedhisface.Timetojoincivilization

onceagainandhewasinnomoodtodothat.

Lawyer:Enjoyfreedom Rhys.

Henoddedandsalutedashepartedwayswithhis

lawyerbythecourtdoor.

Rhys:Isurewill.

Heslippedonehandintohispocket,makinghisway

totheparkinglot.Hewassurethemediahadgot

tiredofwaitingandhewasgladtherewereflashing

lightsandcameras.HespottedAlex’scarandhe

walkedthere.Hismothersawhim firstandtears

filledhereyeswhichwerewrinkledatthecorners.



Rhys:Iam homemother.

MaRhys:Welcomeback.

Hekissedhercheekbeforehefistbumpedwithhis

brother.

Rhys:ThehousekeysAlex..

Alexhandedthem toRhys.

Rhys:Wewilltalk.MotherIhavetoseeRubyokay?

MaRhys:Thepoorchildhasbeenmiserableever

sinceyouleft.

Rhys:I’m here.I’lltakeyouhomethedayafter

tomorrowokay?

Shenoddedandhekissedhercheekagain.He

straightenedupandlookedaroundtheparkinglot.

Alex:Lookharderandyou’llspothercar.

Rhys:Okay..I-Uh-Ifoundit.Bye.



HewalkedawayandAlexrolledupthewindows.He

pickedhisphoneexpectingamessagefrom hison

andoffpsychogirlfriendbuttherewasnone.She

wasinoneofhermoodsagain.Hesighedbeforehe

startedthecar.

InRuby’scar

RhysknockedonthewindowandRubygasped

beforeshequicklyopenedthedoor.Shehuggedhim

andbreathedintohim.Alexmust’vegivenhim his

cologne.HesmelledjustlikeRhys.

Rhys:I’m hereokay.

Shenoddedasherubbedherback.

Ruby:RhysIam sosorry.Iam sososorry.

Rhys:It’sokay.Itisallwaterunderthebridge.

Shebrokethehugandlookedathim.

Ruby:Forreal?Youarenottoyingwithme?



Rhys:NotatallRuby.WhywouldItoywithyou?

Shelookedathim andthesincerityinhiseyes.He

reallyforgaveherfortakinghim toprison?Tears

gleamedinhereyesandsheplacedherheadonhis

chest.

Rhys:There,theredon’tcryyourselfsickMrs

McKnight.

Shechuckledandbreathedintohisscentagainand

lookedupathim again.

Ruby:IloveyouRhysand.

Rhysand:Iloveyoutoo.

Heheldthebackofherneckasheslowlykissedher,

ithadbeenlongsincehehadawomanunderhim.

Hebrokethekissandbithislowerlip.Sherubbed

hismustacheandhesmiled.Youseethatsmile?

Thatwasgoingtobeherundoing.



Rhys:Let’sgohome..

Ruby:Yessir!

.

.

.
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AtRhysand’shouse

RubyparkedhercarinsidetheyardandRhysand

lookedaroundthehousehehasn’tseeninmonths.

Ruby:Itriedcomingherelastweektocleanthe

housebutthekeysdidn’tfit.

Rhys:Don’tworryaboutthat,IhadAlexdoallthat.



Theybothgotoutofthecarandshelookedathis

car,forapersonwithalotofmoneyhewasn’tusing

themostexpensivecaronthemarket.

Ruby:Babewhydon’tyoubuyanothercar?

RhyslookedathisLegend45.Itwasfineand

workingjustfinesohedidn’tneedanewcar.

Rhys:Thisoneworksjustfine.

Shenoddedasshefollowedhim tothedoorandhe

unlockedhishouse,helethergetinfirstandshe

lookedaround.ItwascleanbutthenRhys’house

wasalwaysclean.Hewasthecleanestmanshe

knewandhaseverdatedinherentirelife.Rhys

lookedatherasheshookhishead.Shewasso

gulliblethatitmadehim sad,shewasanundercover

copandshewasusedtosourceinformationonhim

byanymeanspossible.Itwasn’tsomethingonelet

gosoeasily.Hedidn’tevenwanttotalkaboutprison

becausehedidnotwanttofindhimselflockedupin

thathe’llholeagain.Heclosedthedoorandlockedit.



Rubyheardthelockturningandsheturnedtoface

him.

Rhys:IthinkAlexstockeduptheshelvestoo.Want

somethingtoeat?

Ruby:Ishouldbetheonecookingandallthat.

Sheplacedherbagdownandheadedtothekitchen,

kissingRhyscheekonherwaytothekitchen.She

checkedtheshelvesandtheywerestockedup.

Ruby:WhatshouldImakeforyou?

Rhys:Anythingisfinelove.Iwillbeinthebedroom.

Hewalkedtothebedroom andclosedthedoor.He

leanedagainstitandcoveredhisface,hestillhad

questionsandawholelotofthingstodobutit

hasn’tevenbeenadaysincehehasbeenout.This

lovethingwasallfuckedup,youchoosetoloveand

trustsomeoneandtheysellyououtlikehowJudas

soldJesus.Heremovedhist-shirtandplacedit



neatlyonthebed.Heshouldburntheseafterthe

shower.Itremindedhim ofcourtandcourtmeanthe

wasjustfrom prison.Hesatdownonthebedand

untiedtheshoes,removingthesocksandplacing

them insidetheshoes.Hepulleddowntheblack

pantsfrom hisstrongloinsbeforehestoodup

walkingtotheshowerinnothingbuthisbriefs.He

closedthedoorandsteppedintotheshowergetting

ridofhisbriefs.Heopenedthetapandthecold

waterhithisrawmasculinebodyandheplacedhis

headagainstthewall.Whycouldn’tshebelikeother

womenwhosacrificedeverythingforaman?Orwhy

didn’tsheaborthermissiononcesherealizedshe

fellforhim whichhegreatlydoubted.Youdon’tsend

yourlovedonestoprisonandcomeupwithan

insincereapologytobejustifiedtobethegoodone.

Andwhywasn’therstomachbig?Thelasttimehe

remembered,shehadsensitivenipplesandthenight

beforetheweddinghedecidedtogooglethatsmall

fact.Hedidn’thavesistersandhewasn’ttheoneto

interactwiththewholefemalespecietorecognize

pregnancysignsandheknewhowRubywaswhen

shewasonherperiodsohehadruledthatoutinthe



googlesearch.Hepunchedthecoldwhitetiled

showerwallandhumphed.Hewassuchanidiot,he

wantedherforbetterorforworseandhewas

genuinelyinlove.Feelingslikethatjustdon’t

disappearovertime.Apartofhim wantedherback

andtobelieveherbuthelearnedthehardway.If

pushcomestoshoveshewillsellhim outagain.

Besidesshepledgedtobringjusticetothenatioand

hewasn’tthecountry’smostlawabidingcitizen.

Heneededacleanhaircutandshave.Hemoved

from thewallandstoodinthemiddleasthewater

drizzledallofhissculptedandchiseledchocolate

brownphysique.Heknewwhathehadtodo.

Inthesilencethatfilledthehouse,Rubyleaned

againstthecounterasshewatchedoverthefood

shewasmaking.Hewasprobablylyingdownand

sherubbedherchest,theguiltateherupeachand

everyday.Themerefactthatheforgaveheryetshe

wasthereasonhewasinprison.Henever



mistreatedherandtreatedherlikeaprincess,she

usuallyrefusedtravelingwithhim becauseinher

heartofheartssheknewhewasdoingsomething

illegal.Hiscompanywasn’tthatbigtoallowhim to

traveltoSouthAfricatimeandtimeagain.Ofcourse

shealwayscameupwithanexcusebutnowshe

quitherjobandshecantravelwithhim whenever,

theyweregoingtolivetheirbestlives.

Shegotthespoonandcheckedonthepots,stirring

hereandthere.Sheclosedthepotsandwalkedout.

Hesaidhewasinthebedroom right?

Shewalkedtothebedroom andsheknockedsoftly

beforesheopenedthedoor.Heturnedandsmiled.

Thewhitetowelwaswrappedaroundhiswaistand

allthatinwasouttoplay.

Rhys:Comehere..

Shewalkedtohim andonearm wrappedaroundher



waist.Hesoftlykissedherlipsandbitherlowerlip.

Hedidcheckthedrawersandtherewerecondoms

sohewasgood.Heletgoofherwaistandsmiled

sadlylookingather.Whydidshehavetofuck

everythingup?Thereweresohappy.

Heremovedhershirtandhekissedthetopofher

cleavagethatshowedinthelacebrashewas

wearing.

Rhys:Matchingunderwear?

Shenoddedasheremovedherhairribbonandslid

hishandsinherhair.Asoftmoanescapedherlips

andhepickedherupasshelaughed.

Ruby:Rhystlherrakeapeile.

Rhys:AndIneedyouhere,undermeRuby.

Sheblushedasheundidthebuttonsonherpants.

Hepulledthem downherlonglegs.Hekissedher

thighsandlookeddeepintohereyes.

Ruby:Iloveyou(mouthingthewords)



Hesmiledandkissedherstomach.Sheheldhis

headwithahugesmileplasteredonherface.Rhys

wentuptillhereachedherbreastsandheundidthe

brahimself.Hethrewitinthefloorandthose

nipples,theonesthatshould’vebeenfeedinghis

child.Hecouldn’tbringhimselftosuckthem so

insteadhekissedherbreastsandwentuptsuckon

herneckwhilesheshuddered.Rubywrappedher

armsaroundhisneckandRhysproceededtokiss

herneck.Heusedhisotherhandtopulldownher

panties.Rubyletgoofhisneckandshegotridof

thetowelaroundhiswaist.

Rhys:Fuck!

Hebrokethekissandlookedintohereyes.Allhe

couldseewasbetrayalanddeceit.Notthelovehe

alwayssawwheneverhewaswithher.

Hegotoffherandsighed.Thiswasnotgoingto

workandhewasn’tgoingtodeceivehimself.He



didn’tevengetanerection.Ruby’sblissended

abruptlyasshewatchedhim wrapthetowelaround

hiswaistagain.Shesatuprightandlookedathim.

Ruby:Isanythingwrong?

Rhys:I’m notintherightheadspace.

Shenoddedasshecoveredherbreasts.Maybeit

wasprison.Rhyscoveredhisfaceandgotoffthe

bed.Heheadedtothebathroom andclosedthedoor.

Rubyplacedherhandsonherknees,hewillcome

aroundandthiswasjustthefirstdayeversincehe

wasout.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’shouse

RubyfinisheddishingthefoodasRhysandquietly

madehiswaytothekitchen.Hewatchedhergoing

onasifnothinghappenedandshedidn’tdoanything.

Youseethegoingtojailpart?Itwasmuchbetter

thanherchoosingtogetridofhischild.Didshe

despisehim thatmuchtonotwantanythingtiedto

him?Thechildwasinnocentforfuck’ssake.

Rubyturnedandflashedasmile.Hehasbeen

broodingthelastcoupleofhours,itwasgoingto

takesometimeforhim toadjusttonormallife.

Ruby:I’m donewiththefood.Youcanwaitinthe

loungeketlatlisadijo.(I’llbringthefood)



Rhys:It’sokay..

Ruby:NositdownRhys.

Hedecidedtositononeofthekitchenstools.Ruby

placedthefoodinringofhim.

Ruby:Youcanwashyourhandsfirst.

Rhyslookedatthefoodandhecouldn’tbring

himselftostoptheangerthatbubbledwithinhim.

Rubyfrownedashisjawticked.Whatwasgoingon?

Ruby:Rhyswhat’swrong?

Rhys:CanwetalkRuby?

Ruby:sure(wipingherhandswiththekitchencloth)

Rhyslookedaroundthehouse.Aplacewherehe

couldbreathbecausetheangerwassuffocatinghim.

Rhys:Wearsomethingwarm,you’llfindmeinthecar.

Ruby:okay(frowning)



Hestoodupandwalkedout.Rubyfrownedasalarm

bellsranginherhead.Whydidhewanthertogoto

thecar?Hismoodhasbeenoffeversincehe

showered.Whatwasgoingoninthatheadofhis?

Shewalkedtothebedroom andopenedthe

wardrobe.Shepickedoneofhisjacketsandworeit.

Shebroughtittohernose,hiscolognehadthatthing

thatalwayshadwomenturningtolookathim.She

walkedoutofthehouseandclosedthedoor.Wasn’t

hegoingtolockthedoor?

Shewalkedtothecarandlookedathim.

Ruby:Rhys?What’swrong?Wherearewegoing?

Rhys:Rubygetinthedamncar!

Shetookastepbackandshookherhead.

Ruby:Ngng.Notuntilyoutellmewherewearegoing?



Rhys:RubyIdon’twanttodothiswithyou,getinthe

motherfuckingcaroiseontene(beforeyouannoy

me)

Shelookedathim andhowtheveinsonhisarm

werevisible.Ververyvisible.

ShepulledthejacketclosetoherchestandRhys

lookedather.Shedidn’thaveanyrighttorefuse.He

wantedanswersandhewasgoingtogetanswers.

Rhys:Kagobalelaupto3,gaosatsenegareitse(I

am goingtocountupto3,ifyoudon’tgetinwedon’t

know)

Hestartedcountingandwhenhewasin2she

openedthedoorandgotin.Rhysimmediately

reversedthecaranddroveoutoftheyardwitha

shakingRubyinhispassengerseat.



AtRaN’sfarm

Neelosatcrossleggedonthebedasshereadher

novel.Shewasprobablygoingtogotothevillage

earlymorning.Spendaweekwithherparentsand

maybestartfindingwhereshecanbuybullsor

someonewhocanhelpherwiththat.Shewasn’t

completelyblankbutobviouslysheneeded

someonewithexpertiseinthefield.

Sheflippedthepageandwistfullyplacedthebook

againstherchest.Shelovedhappyendings.These

cheesyromancenovelsalwaysgottoher,theside

thatsheneverreallyexploredbecauseofonebad

relationship.Varsityboys?Yahtheyshreddedher

heartintotinypiecesandworstthingwasshewasa

firstyearstudent.Allblankandclueless.Avillage

girltheyhadsaid,allnaivetyandinnocence.He

playedherlikeaviolinandthatwaswhyshedidn’t

haveanyproblem playingpretendwithAone.She

managedtofinishschoolintheirsecondyearof



pretendmarriage.From thereonshedidn’tbother

lookingforajobandallshedidwasplayhousewife

soshewassurebythistime,heragematesgotjobs

andhadexperience.Shesighedandcontinued

readinghernovel.Wherehappyendingswere

dreamsandfantasy.

Sheswitchedpositionsandlaiddownonhertummy

asshemovedherlegsupanddown.

SomewhereinFrancistown

Rubysatonthepassengerseatallquietandstill.

HerheartwasracingasRhysanddroveinsilence.

Hedidn’tsayawordaftershegotinsidethecar

morethananhourago.Whatifhiscarwasempty?

Shelookedatthemeteranditwasfarfrom empty.

OfcourseRhysandwasn’tafooltodriveacarthat

wasrunningonanemptytank.



Thesunwasgoinglowerandshelookedahead.It

lookedliketheywerearoundthebushes.Sherubbed

herchestasitconstricted.Shehadnoideawherehe

wastakingher.

Rhysfoundaperfectspottoparkhiscarandhedid

so,beingcarefulnottoscratchit.Heopenedthe

compartmentandtookoutapackofcigarettesand

alighter.Hegotoutfirstandhetookoutone

cigarettefrom thebox.BythetimeRubywascalm

enoughtogetoutofthecar,hewassnubbingthe

cigarettetotheground.Hetookanotheroneand

Ruby’seyesgleamedwithunshedtears.

Ruby:What’swrong?

Rhyschuckledashesuckedonthecigaretteandlet

thesmokeescapethroughhisnostrils.

Rubydidn’tknowRhyswasasmoker.Inthewhole

yeartheyhadbeentogether,shedidn’tknowhe

smokedanditlookedlikehewasusedtothis.Ifit

wasafirsttimesmoker,hewouldbecoughingright



nowbutitlookedlikehewasinhissecondcigarette.

Rhys:Canyoubehonestwithme?

Ruby:Yes.

Rhys:Doyouloathemethatmuch?

Sheshookherhead.

Ruby:No,notatall.RhysIloveyou?

Rhyslookedatherasheblewthesmoke.Wellit

seemedliketheyhadtwodifferentdefinitionsinthe

word“love”

Ruby:Rhysstopspeakinginriddles,what’swrong?

Didsomethinghappeninprison?

Rhys:YoulovemeRuby?

Ruby:WithoutquestionRhysand.

Rhysand:DoIlooklikeaclownRuby?

Ruby:Rra?

Rhys:DoIlooklikeafool?Ketshwanapopaeyeko

tshamekangkayoneRuby?



Shemovedbackwhilehestoodinthesamespot.

Hedidn’twanttoputhishandsinherbecausehe

mightthrottleher.

Ruby:N-no,youarenotaclown..

Rhys:Butyoukeeponmakingmeaclownwaitse.

Thetensecondsofsilencepassedashesmoked

beforehelookedather.

Rhys:AndIhaven’tevengottothemainissue.

Hethrewthestubonthegroundandsteppedonit.

Heslippedhishandsinhispocketsashemoved

towardsher.Shetookstepsbackandunfortunately

shetrippedonarockandfellontheground.The

thornsonthegroundprickedherbuttandshe

quicklyplacedherhandsonthegroundtryingto

stabilizeherbodybutthethornsprickedherhands

aswell.TearsrolleddownhereyesasRhysand

lookedather,sheforcedherselftostandupon



wobblyknees.

Rhysand:Prison?Okay,youwereanundercovercop

andIpresumeyouhada“job”todo..

Ruby:Iam sorry,Ievenresigned.Rh-RhysIwas

seriousaboutwhatIsaid.Iloveyouan-

Rhysand:Shutthefuckup!WerewasI?Uhprison...is

theresomethingyoudidbehindmybackthatIneed

toknow.

Sheshookherhead.

Ruby:IwasanundercovercopRhysand,tha..that

wasallitwasandyouknowthat.I-Iga-gavethem

yourbankstatements.Ifa-failedtotapyourphones

becauseyo-younevergavemethepasswordto

accessit.Iam sorry,I-I(crying)

Shewentonherknees,regardlessofthethornsthat

prickedher.

Ruby:Kopamaitshwarelo(Forgiveme)



Rhysandclappedhishands.

Rhys:Youshouldreallylookintoactingitwouldsuit

you.Isthatallthereis?

Shenoddedwhileonherknees.Hehadeverytobe

angry,hisangerwasjustifiedandheneededtoletit

allout.

Rhyscouldn’tbelievethis.Rubylookedathim with

tearsrollingdownhereyesbutitseemedasifher

tearsdidn’tmovehim onebit.

Rhys:Soyoudidn’tkillmybaby?

Hereyeswidenedasherheartthumpedinherchest.

Rhyslookedatherandhegothisanswer.

.

*



Tomorrowitisguys.
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SomewhereinFrancistown

Rubytriedtogetuponherfeet.Rhysandchuckled

ashesteppedaway.Hedidn’twanttodoanything

hemightregretoneday.

Ruby:Rhy-RhyI..

Rhys:Don’ttrytoexplainyourmindbecausewhat

comesoutofyourmouthisliesandmorelies.

Sheletthetearsrolldownhereyesasshesawhis

eyesdim andgohard.Hehatedheragain.

Ruby:I-Ihadamiscarriage..

Rhyslookedatherandlaughed.Shereallythought



hewasaclown.Thefoolinthisonesided

relationship.

Rhys:OneIdidn’tknowofsowecouldgrieveour

childtogether?Ithoughtyouweresmarterthanthat.

Thatchilddidnothingtoyou..

Rubywentsilent.Therewassilencebetweenthem

asRhysandlookedatherindisbelief.Heactually

lovedaconnivingwomanlikeher?Goddamn,love

wasblindandhehadbeentooblindtoseewhatwas

beneaththesurfaceofthewellpolishedgirlhe

thoughtwastheloveofhislife.

Rubyliftedhereyestolookathim andshecouldsee

thehurtshecausedhim.Abortinghisbabywasone

thinghewouldneverforgiveherfor.Shecouldonly

hopebut-

Ruby:Ihadnochoice.

Hechuckled.

Rhys:Youhadachoiceandyouchosetokillachild



wemade,didn’tIgettohaveasay?Thechildyou

killedwasmymotherfu-(hefistedhishandsashe

steppedbackagain)

Ruby’slipsquivered.Shehadneverseenhim lose

histemperlikethat.Rhysandwasalwayscalm and

herarelyraisedhisvoicetomakehimselfheard

thoughhehadonehellofadeepbaritonevoicebut

thatwasnottheissue.

Ruby:Youwe’regoingtojailandI-Inevermeantto

startawarRhys.Inevermeanttohurtyou.

Rhys:Richcomingfrom you.Youorchestratedmy

arrestandyouwerelikegetridofhisseedtoo.Great

Ruby..

Shecriedashelookedatherandclickedhistongue.

Ruby:Iam sosorry.I-

Rhys:andyoudecidedthatheisafoolIwilltellhim I

quitmyjobtogetintelonhim sohecanservetime.

NiceworkofficerbutIam notfallingforyourtricks



thistimearound.

Ruby:IloveyouRhysand.Morethanlifeitselfatthis

point.Iam sorry.Iknowy-(sobbing)youareangry

andyouarejustified.Myworldisnothingwhenyou

areinitandittooktakingyoutojailforittoclick

Rhys.

Rhysandtookoutacigaretteandlititup.Hesucked

inthesmokeandexhaledit,watchingitdissipate.

Women?Liars,connivingbitcheswholookedoutfor

onlythemselves.

Rubywatchedhim smoketillhesteppedonthelittle

stub.Hewalkedtothecarandopenedthedoor.

Rhys:Getinside.

Shelookedaround.Whatifhedecidedtokillher

whereverhewasgoing?

Rhysclosedthedoorandwalkedtohisside.He

openedthedoorandgotinside.Hestartedthecar



andRubylookedaround.Itwasgettinglateandit

lookedlikehewantedtoleaveherhere.Shehalfran

tothecarandopenedthedoor.Shesatdownand

Rhysreversedoutoftheparkingspot.

Shewantedtosaysomethingithisstoicface

stoppedherandthewordsdiedonhertongue.The

drivewassilent,toosilentforherlikingandshe

shiftedinherseat.

Anhourpassedandtheywerestillontheroad.

Ruby:R-

Rhys:Wantlhodia,ketlagodidimatsakampama.Se

ntene(Youaremakingnoise,Iwilmakeyoushutup

withaslap.Don’tirritateme)

Shebitdownherlowerlipandlookeddown.She

didn’tknowwherehewastakingherandshedidn’t

recognizethisroad.Halfanhourlater,shesawthe

citylightsandshesilentlythankedherluckystars.It



tookRhystwentyminutestoarriveathishouseand

hedroveinsidetheyard.

Hegotoutofhiscarfirstandleftherthere.Shegot

outtryingtokeepupwithhim.Shewasalreadycold

andneededashowertogetclean.

Rhysandfoundhercarkeysonthesofaandthrew

them herway.

Rhys:Getthefuckoutmyhouse..

Ruby:B-B..

Rhys:WhenIcomebackfrom thekitchenIwantto

findyougonebecauseseeingyoumakesmewant

tothrottleyourthroat.Don’ttestmeRuby...

Tearswelledinhereyesandalreadyshewastired.

Hecan’texpecthertogo.Itwaslate.

HewalkedtothekitchenandRubysatonthecouch.



Sheplacedherthorninflictedhandsoverherfaceas

shesobbed.SecondslaterRhyswasoutofthe

kitchenwithaknifeandguninhand.

Rhys:Aren’tyoupastthestageofplayingvictim?

Shelookedupandhewasholdingagunandaknife

inbothhands.

Ruby:Rh-

Rhys:Iwasn’tplaying.Trymeandthisbecomesa

murderscene.It’snotlikeImindprisonofficer.

Ruby:Youh-

Hethrewtheknifeanditmissedherearbyaninch

asitbouncedoffthedoor.

Rhys:Tryme.

Herheartracedasherbloodwentcold.Hewould

neverright?Didhethrowaknifeherway?More

tearsrolleddownhereyesasshequicklygotupand

gotherkeys.



Shewalkedtothedoorandhewaslookingather.

Likehowacalculatedmurdererwouldlookathis

nextvictim.Sheopenedthedoorandclosedit.She

couldn’tbreatheproperly.Thatwashisangertalking.

Rhyslovedher.Morethanthewordloveitself.

Rhysandplacedthegundownandcoveredhisface.

Ifhewasgoingtostayhereanylonger,hewasgoing

tosuffocate.Hewenttothebedroom.

MeanwhileRubygotinsidehercarandplacedher

headonthesteeringwheel.Whatifshegiveshim a

weektocalm andcooldownbeforetheysitdown

andtalk.Herjobdidn’trequirehertohaveany

attachmentstothesuspectandthebabywasone

hugeattachment.

Moretearsmadetheirwaytohereyes.Shecriedto

thepointwhereshegaspedforbreath.Thiswasher



fault,shecausedthismessandshewillfixit.She

didn’tknowhowbutshewasgoingtofixit.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’shouse

Forthesecondtimethatday,Rhysandwasunder

theshower.Alotofregrets.Hehasbeenfucked

overandover.Hewasn’tokayatall.Tearsfilledhis

eyesasheclosedthem.Hewasusuallythebest

judgeofcharacterbutthisone?Wow!

Tookhim byonehellofasurprise,hewasn’tokay.

Heneededtogetawayfrom itall,consideringhe

alsojustgotoutofjail.Hegotoutoftheshower

afterwhileandhewipedhiswholebodybefore

wearinghiswhiterobe.Heopenedhiswardrobeand

lookedattheclothesinside.Itwaslatebuthewasn’t

evengoingtospendthenighthere.



Hepickedaduffelbagandfilleditwiththe

necessitieshewasgoingtoneed.Hegothisphone

andsenthisbrotheratext.Hehateddisappointing

hismotherbutAlexwillhavetotakeherbackhome.

Hewillseeherthere.

Hesighedashesatonthebed.Defeated.

AtRuby’shouse

Rubycriedagainsttheshowerwall.Theweightof

whathappenedtodayjusthitheranditclickedtoher

justhowmuchshehurtRhysandtothepointofhim

wantingtokillher.Shedidn’tmeanforthatto

happen,sh-she....

Shebrokedownagain.Shedidn’tmeantohurthim,

Godknowsshenevermeanttobreakhisheart.I

onlyhecouldgiveherachancetoexplainandstate

herreasonsbuthedidn’twanttohearnoneofit.He



wasjustified.Shedidn’tblamehim,notonbit.

Shegotoutoftheshowerafterthatmuchneeded

cryingjagandwalkedtothebedroom.Shesatinthe

carpetinhertowelandsighed.Shecouldfeela

headachecoming.Aboutofsleepwoulddoher

good.

AtRhysand’shouse

Hepulledthejacketcloseasthecoldchillyairhit

him.Hisduffelbagwasonhisshoulderashelocked

thedoor.Helookedaroundandsighed.An

estimated6monthsawaywoulddohim good.He

unlockedhiscarandthrewthebagatthebackseat.

Hegotinsideandstartedthecar,heswitchedonthe

radiotodistracthimselffrom histhoughts.He

reversedoutoftheyardandgotoutofthecarto

closethegate.Afterthatsmallprocesshewalkedto

thecarandhepausedasanothersongstarted

playing.Ithittooclosetohome,hewasstillrawwith



emotionsandhedidn’tknowhowtohandlethat.

Abrokenheartisallthat’sleft

I’m stillfixingothercracks

LostacoupleofpieceswhenIcarriedit,carriedit,

carriedithome

Ia,afraidofallthatIam

Mymindfeelslikeaforeignland

Silenceringinginsidemyhead

Pleasecarryme,carryme,carrymehome

IspentalltheloveIsaved,wewerealwaysalosing

game

Smalltownboy,inabigarcade

Igotaddictedtoalosinggame

AllIknow,lovingyouisalosinggame



Hesuckedinadeepbreathashisheartphysically

hurthim.Hewasafool.Stupidwasthewordandhe

couldn’treallybelieveit.Thesongplayedas

thoughtsplayedoutinhishead.Shedidn’tlovehim,

thatwasnotlove.

Hefinallyjoinedtheroadandoffhewent.

Thefollowingmorning

AtRaN’sFarm

Neeloheldhersmallbagasshelockedthedoorand

tuckedinthekeyinsidethatbag.Shewasgoingto

thevillagethisweektoseeherparentsandalso

discusswhatshehadinmindforthefarm.Nowshe

hadtowaitfortheherdmanwithhisdonkeycartto

atleasttakehertowheretherewastarredroadsand

shewillcatchabusorarideoranythingthatside



thatwasavehicle.

Shelookedathersmallwatchandsighed.Hemight

behereanhourlatersoshemightaswellgoback

insidethehouse.Sheopenedthebagandthatwas

whensheheardthebells.Hewasontimetoday.

Neelo:Dumelang.

Herdman:Dumela.Rekatsamaya(hello.Wecango)

Neelo:Eerra.

Sherantothedonkeycartandwhenshegotthere,

hehelpedhergetinside.

Neelo:Tanki.

Herdman:Olekgoalame.

Neelolaughedashehitthedonkeys’backsandthe

cartstartedmoving.Shelookedaround,shewillbe

backaweeklaterwithprogressandallthatshehad

todo.Ifherfatherdoesagree.



Twohourslater,theherdmanandNeelowerebythe

roadascarspassedby.Hwaskindenoughtowait

tillshefoundaride,ifshewasluckylikealltheother

days,shemightfindabusandshewilljustjointhe

passengers.

Thirtyminutespassedandstillnothing.Shesighed.

Neelo:MaybeIshouldgoback.

Herdman:Koloieetla(acariscoming)

Theherdmanstoppeditforherandthedriver

swervedtothesideoftheroad.Thewindowrolled

downandthedriverlookedatNeeloandtheherd

man.

Herdman:Dumelang,okopalifttothevillage.

Neelo:Hi,Iwillevenpay.Ican’tseeanybuses.

Thedriverthoughtaboutitandthedriveropenedthe



passengerdoor.Theherdmanthankedthedriver

andsodidNeeloasshegotit.

Neelo:I’m sorry.ThisneverreallyhappensandIcan

honestlypay.Iam Neelo.

Sheextendedherhand.

.

.

*

*

*
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Inthecar

Theladybrushedheroff.

Her:Noneedforthat.I’m Wapelobytheway.

Neelo:ThankyouWapelo.

Wapelo:Soyouwerebythefarms,Iknowgorethat

roadkeyadistanceotswafrom thefarms.

Neelo:Yeah.Iam goingtocheckonmyparentsand

thankyousomuchfortheride.

Wapelo:Don’tsweatit,nnaI’m justgoingtoseemy

parentsaswell..

Neelonoddedasshebuckledupwiththesmallbag

intopofherthighs.Wapeloreducedthevolumeand



lookedatNeelo.

Wapelo:Okay,kaitsegaonkitseandwejustmet(I

knowyoudon’tknowme)butkaboelewenaneoka

dirajang?(butifitwasyouwhatwouldyoudo?)

NeelostifledalaughandWapelowassodamn

serious.

Wapelo:I’m beingserioushere.Sohereisthething,I

haveaboyfriend.Wellwebrokeupaweekago.

Kanamma(lettinggoofthesteeringwheeltoclap

herhandsonce)

Neelo:Iam listening,notsureifIwillbeofgreathelp

butshoot.

Wapelo:Wearealwaysonandoffmmawena.He

refusestointroducemetohisparents.Myparents

knowhim,Iintroducedhim afterfivemonthsof

dating.WheneverIaskhim abouttheintroductionhe

isalwayslikeheweheweonedaynotnow.Wawawa

lapisaandallthatcrap.

Neelo:Sowhydidyouguysbreakup?



Wapelo:Heischeating.

Neelo:Osure?

Wapelo:NotsurebutIraisedtheintroductionissue

andhedismissedit.Hewassododgywithhis

phone,henolongercallsandnna?Wawacallhim?

Never.OkaymaybetillIfeelit’senoughofthebreak.

Bottom lineNeeloiswhynow?Wehavehadissues

andinthepast,likewhenwecelebratedsixmonths

together.Hewentoutandgotdrunk,jikijikithere

wasdramainhisfamily.Iam notsureifyouknow

thefamilybutwelltheydon’tknowmeshem.He

keepsmeasecret.Nxla..

Neelo:Slowdown,okay.Therewasdrama,thenwhat

happened?

Wapelo:Webreakupthenhegoesoutandcheats.

Likeonme?NnaWawa?

Wapeloturnedonthecurveandsheshookherhead.

Whydidsheevenbotherwiththismanatthispoint?

Wapelo:Hewaslikewebrokeup?Hedidn’tloveme



enoughtoatleastletthebreakupsettleandhe

moveson.Longstoryshort,wegotbacktogether

againandIjustcan’ttrusthim.

Neelo:Whydon’tyouguyscallitquits?

Wapelo:Ialwayswanttodothatbutsejesokesejeso.

Neelo:Theheartwantswhatitwantsneh?

Wapelo:Mhm.Ijustneededtogetthatoffmychest.

Neelo:Feelbetter?

Wapelo:Somuchbetter.ButIstillwanthim

back(sighingwistfully)

Neelolaughed.No,thisladyhadsomepsycho

tendenciesandshecouldseethat.

Wapelo:Whenwegettothevillage,directmetoyour

house.SoIcandropyouoffandmakesureyouare

safekanayoucanneverknowthesedays.

Neelo:Thankyou.

Wapelo:YouarewelcomeNeelo.Ihaven’tseenyou

herebefore,Imeanmogae.

Neelo:SeemslikeIwillbeheretostay.Ithink.



Wapelo:Alright.

Wapeloincreasedthevolumeoftheradioasshe

drove.Neeloseemedlikeakindpersonandshe

didn’thaveanyfriend.Sheshookherhead,she

mightturnonherliketheothersnakessheusedto

callfriends.Shejustgaveheraliftandthatwasall

therewas.Halfanhourlater,Neelowasdirecting

Wapelotoherparents’house.Wapeloparkedhercar

infrontofthegateandNeelosmiled.

Neelo:Thankyousomuch.Icanpaysoyo-

Wapelo:Nopaymentneeded.

Neelo:Ioweyouone.

ShegotoutofthecarandshewavedasWapelo

droveoff.Shesmiledandopenedthegate.She

checkeduponthem eachandeverymonthend.She

walkedtothedoorasshetookoutherphone

switchingiton.Therewasnetworkheresoshe

couldseeifshehadanymessages.



Sheknockedonthedoorwithherheadlow.

Neelo:Ko-ko!

MaN:Coming.

ShepunchedinherPINbeforethedooropened.

Neelolookedupandsmiled.

Neelo:Heymama.I’m backforaweekasusual.

MaN:Yourskinisglowing.

Neelo:Akerekesinglemama.

HermotherlaughedasNeelowalkedinsidethe

house.

Neelo:Iam goingtoliedown,arethereanyerrands

youwantmetorun?

MaN:It’smonthendandIam toolazytogothe

shopstobuyfood.

Neelo:Listandthecarkeys.MaybeIshoulddothat



now..letmechangemyshoes.

Shewalkedtoherbedroom andthrewherphoneon

thebedasmessagesstartedtoreporttoherphone.

Sheworehersandalsandremovedherheadscarf.

Shesmelleditandalmostvomited.Ahairwashand

newhairstyle.IfWapelocouldsmellherhead,she

wasrelievedthatWapelowaskindenoughnotto

mentionanything.

Sheopenedthewardrobe,grabbedaclean

headscarfandwrappeditaroundherhead.Shegot

hersmallbagandwalkedout.

Neelo:MamaIam done.List.

MaN:Ontopofthestand,thekeysareonthetable

withmycard.YouknowmyPIN.

Neelo:Okay.

Shewalkedoutofthehouse,leavingherphonein

thebedroom.



Sheunlockedthecarandgotinside.Themoneyshe

haddidn’tallowhertobuyacarandshewasalmost

25,livinginherparentshousewithnojobinsight.

Justvibes.Disappointing.Sheshookherheadas

shestartedthecar.

AtRhysand’shouseinBobonong

Rhysandfinallywokefrom hisdeepslumber.He

arrivedhereanhourpastmidnightandhewas

exhaustedtothebone.Hedidn’twanttothinkabout

itall.Hewasgoingtobeherelongenoughtoseehis

motherbeforehedisappearedtothefarm.

Heyawnedandlookedatthewallclock.Herubbed

hisfaceandsighed.Itwasgoingtobehardtoget

overthisbutheknewinhissoulthatitwastimeto

go.Hewillhealaloneandpeacefully.Sometimes

walkingistheonethingthatwouldopenupthe



healingjourney.Hegaveithisallandshegaveback

lies,deceitandbrokentrustbuthewillbounceback.

Healwaysdoes.

Hegotoutofthebedandwalkedoutofthe

bedroom headingtothebathroom.Helookedathis

eyesandhisunrulyhair.Hesighedandopenedthe

tap,hesplashedthewaterinhisfaceandrubbedhis

eyes.

AtRhysand’shouseinFrancistown

Rubywaitedoutsidethinkingthathewouldbeback

becauseshecouldn’tseehiscar.Shecheckedher

watchandithasbeenoverthantwohours.Shegot

outofthecarandlookedaroundintheshadesshe

woretohidethebaggyeyes.Rubyopenedthegate

andshewalkedtothedoor.Sheknockedacoupleof

timesandtherewasnoanswer.Shesearchedher

pocketsforherphone.Empty.



Shesighedandwalkedbacktothecar.Shegotthe

phoneandleanedagainstthecarasshedialedAlex.

Shedidn’thaveRhysand’snewnumberbecauseshe

justgotoutofprisonyesterday.

Ruby:Hello.

Alex:Hi..

Ruby:WherecanIfindRhysand?

Alex:Ihavenoidea.Isn’thewithyou?

Ruby:No.heisnotathome,Iwentbacktomyhouse

lastnight.

Alex:IhavenoideaRuby.

Ruby:Doyouhavehisnumber?Iwanttomakesure

heisokay..

Alex:Nope.Maybehewentoutforadriveor

something.Heisyourfiancé,youshouldknowhim

bynow.

Rubyclearedherthroat.

Ruby:Yeah.Thankyou.



Alex:Sure.Bye.

Hehungupandshelookedatthehouse.Howcan

Rhysanddisappearandhisbrotherknowsnothing?

Maybebecausehehasprideandhedidn’twantto

tellhisbrotherthathehadafightwithhiswoman.

Hewillcomebackaround.Heneededspaceandshe

shouldprobablygobackhomeandrest.Shegot

insidethecarandstarteditbeforedrivingoff.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthemall

Neeloputtherestoftheplasticsinthecarbefore

shetouchedherhead.Shecheckedthetimeandshe

stillhadtimeforawashandthesimplestof

hairstyles.Sheclosedthecardoorandlockedthe

carasshewalkedtothesalonwheresheknewthe

hairdresser.Wellthehairdressercouldworkwithher

andshewantedtowashherhairbeforesheplaiteda

fewcarrotFrenchlines.Theywouldn’tlastawhole

monthbutatthefarm whotakesnoticeofyourhair?

Shelookedsidewaysbeforeshecrossedtheroad.

Asshecrossedtheroad,sheopenedherbag.Flip!

Sheforgotherphone.Shewasalmostdonesoit

wouldn’tbeabigdeal.Shereachedtheotherside



andwalkedafewfeetbeforeshegotinsidethe

salon.Meanwhileattheparkingspot,Rhysand

parkedhislegend45nexttothesmallcarattheside.

Hedidsocarefullybecausethepersonparkedbadly

andhecouldbetonhislastmoneythatitwasa

woman.Hedidn’tneedanygroceries,justaclean

haircut.Hehadalreadyshavedbeforecominghere

soahaircutwoulddo.

Hesteppedoutofhiscarandclosedthedoor.He

lookedaround.Heknewthisplacelikethebackof

hishand,growingupinthevillageandall.Hehadto

knoweverything.

Inthesalon,Neelogreetedherhairdresserwho

wasn’tbusy.

Neelo:Hi.Icametodomyhair.

Her:Takeaseat.

Shesatdownandremovedtheheadscarf.



Her:Welllookatthis..

Neelo:IpromiseIwilldobetter,Iam alwayssolazy

todomyhair.

Her:That’swhyIam here.

Shegotanafrocombandadetanglingspray.She

sprayedthehairforafewsecondsbeforeshe

startedtocombthroughtheknots.

Neelo:Begentletlhemma,obotlhoko.

Her:IappliedadetanglingsprayNeelo,bokgarabe

jwaitshokelwa.

Neelo:Hasegorerelesemme(shouldn’twejust

leaveitthen)

HerhairdresserlookedatherandNeelochuckledas

shefacedthemirror.

Neelo:Okay.I’llbequiet.



Herhairdresserfinishedcombingherhairbeforeshe

askedNeelotostandupsotheycanheadtothe

washbasins.Asshestoodup,thechatterthathad

filledthesalonquieteddownasRhysandwalked

insideandlookedaround.Neelostillhadatowel

aroundhershouldersasshefrowned.Whywas

everyonequiet?Shedidn’tquitegetit.

Rhysandsighed.Aquickhaircutwasallitwasgoing

tobeandhewouldbegone.Hewalkedtotheside

wherethebarberswerecuttingandinsecondsthe

chatterstartedtolouden.

Neelolookedatherhairdresserthenbackatwhere

theguywasheading.Whydiditgoquietwhilehe

washere.Shehadblatantlyignoredthefactthathe

wasgoodlooking,minusthatwhy?

Neelo:Whydideveryonequietendown?

Her:Let’sgobythewashbasinsandletmefillinyou

in.OslowgoreNeelo.

Theywalkedtothewashbasinandsheliftedher

head,hereyeslockeddirectlywithhisasheturned



hishead.HestoppedtalkingtothebarberasNeelo

kepttheeyecontactforwhatseemedlikeeternityas

achilltravelleddownherspineaccompaniedbya

racingheartbeat.Shebroketheeyecontactand

walkedtothesinkwhereherhairdresserwas

alreadywaiting.

Shesatdownasshebroughtherheaddown.

Her:I’lltellyouwhenyouareseated.Fornowclose

youreyes.

Neeloclosedhereyesasshecalmedherselfdown.

Shebreathedinandoutasherhairdresserworked

onherhair.Aftertenminutestheyweredonewith

thewashandshestoodupwithatowelaroundher

shoulders.Shetookherseatandwaitedforher

hairdresser.

Thehairdresseropenedhercabinetasshetookout

ahairdryerandsomehairfood.

Her:SothatisRicesand.



Neelo:Ricesand?

Her(laughing)somethingalongthoselines.

Neelo:Rice?

HerhairdresserlightlyslappedNeelo’sshoulder,

Her:Notsoloud.

Neelo:Sorry.Iforgotwearegossiping.Sowhat

aboutRice?

ThehairdresserlaughedsohardandNeelolooked

downtostifleherlaughter.

Her:Neelotlhemma.

Neelo:Rice?Liketastic?Bathongwee...buamma..

Her:Thenewspaperswroteabouthim,wellwehave

allbeensuspectingthatheisintoillegalthingsmma.

Neelo:Bobadboy?

Her:Ee,thetattoos.

Neelosmiled.Whenwillvillagepeoplegetitinto

theirharassthattattoosdon’tmeanthatsomeoneis

bad?Welltheguydoeslooklikebadnews.Redflags.



Red!Red!

Her:Hegotarrestedsixmonthsago.

Neelo:Uhu!

Her:onhisweddingday..

Neelo:Obuadilotsadimovietlhemmawena(you

arespeakingofthingsthatonlyhappeninmovies)

butIfeelsorryforhisfiancé.Itmust’vebeen

traumaticshems.

Her:Kabomma,apparentlyshecriedforhim mma.

Neeloshiftedherheadasthehairdresserstartedto

blowdryherhair.

Neelo:Ishu!Ineedtokeepupwiththetimesthen.

Her:Youdon’tknowhim?

Neelo:Nope...

Meanwhileintheotherside,Rhysmovedhishead

lookingatthemirror.Thebarberdidafinejob.He

openedhiswalletandtookoutaP100note.



Rhys:Thankyouandkeepthechange.

Hestoodupandwalkedout.AllNeelocouldsee

washisbacksideashewalkedoutofthesalon.She

hadnoideawhytheylockedeyesbutitmustbe

nothing.

Rhyscrossedtheroad.Hebrushedoffhisthoughts

ashegottohiscarandunlockedit.Hegotinside.

Thewholefemalespeciewasthesame,afterall

theyallhadthesamedescendantwhichisEve.

Hestartedhiscarandwaitedforafewminutes

beforehereversedoutoftheparkingspot.

Meanwhileinthesalon,Neelolistenedtoallthe

latestgossipfrom thehairdresser.

Her:Oketsabraid.(increasethebraid)



Neelodidsoandhandedherthebraid.Shedidher

hairforthenexthourandbythetimeshewasdone

shesmiled.

Her:Youlooknice.

Neelo:Thankyou.

Her:Bonaskoposedule(lookatyourforehead

popping)

Neelotouchedherforeheadandlaughed.Itwas

shiningbrightShem.

Neelo:Thankyou.Letmepay.

ShetookoutaP200notefrom herhandbagand

handedittothehairdresser.

Neelo:Seeyoumonthend.

Her:Welcome.

Neelosaidbyeandwalkedout,shecouldfeela



headachecomingonanditwassopainful.She

wantedtocry.Shecrossedtheroadandmadeher

waytothecar.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo’sparents

Neeloleanedagainstthedriver’sseataftershe

parkedhercar.HercommunicationwithKatlegohas

beensketchythesepastfewmonthsandshe



guessedhewasstillsilentlydealingwiththegrief.

Sheknewthatnomatterwhatshesaid,hewillstill

hurt.Shesighed,maybeafteranothersixmonths

shemightvisitAone’sgravejusttocleanitupand

sayhitoheroldfriend.MayhissoulRestInPeace.

Sheopenedthebootandshegotoutofthecar,she

gottheplasticsandwalkedtothehouse.

Neelo:Mamaopenthedoor.

ThedooropenedsecondslaterasNeeloheadedto

thekitchen.

Neelo:Iboughteverythingonthelist,ifIforgot

somethingIwillbuyittomorrow.

MaN:Thathairstylesuitsyou.

Neelo:Thankyoumama.

Shewalkedouttogogetotherplastics.

Neelo:Papaokae?(whereisdad?)(pausinginher



tracks)

MaN:Hetookouthisoldvanforservice.

Neelo:Whydoesn’thesellthatoldskoroskorokante?

MaN:Iyoo!It’shiscar.

Neelo:Butthecarisalwaysrepaired.Lehagotwe

firstcar..

HermothershruggedasNeelowalkedoutofthe

house.Inminutesalltheplasticswereinthekitchen

andallshehadtodowastoputtheitemsinthe

pantry.

AtRhysand’shouse

Rhysandsataloneinthehouseashescrolled

throughthechannelsbeforeplacingtheremote

down.Hesighed.Hehadtokeepbusysothathe

doesn’tthinkaboutwhatRubydid.Hewasstillangry

aboutthefactthatsheabortedhischild.Shesaid



shelovedhim butshereallydo?Hewasheretolet

goandfindpeacethatithappened.Twodaysagohe

hadbeensetonrevengebutwhenhelookedather,

hecouldn’tevenseethebabybump.Thebabyshe

killedherself.Willingly.Thatwasnotloveinhis

books.Heknewthatwasnotit.

Hisphonevibratedandhepickeditup.

Rhys:Hello.

Alex:Hi,yourex-fiancécalledearlierlookingforyou.

Rhys:Doesn’tsherestkante?

Alex:Youbrokeupwithher?

Rhys:Innotsocleartermsbutyeah.

Alex:Okaywhateveryousaybro.

Rhys:Yeah,Ineedtolaylow.I’m freshoutofprison

andthepoliceareobviouslywaitingformetodo

somethingwrong.

Alex:Gotit.Howlongwillyoubethere?

Rhys:Notsure.Willupdateyoueverynowandthen



onceIgettothevillageforpropernetwork.

Alex:Alrightbro.Bye.

Rhys:Don’ttellanyonewhereIwent.

Alex:Youcantrustme.Idroppedmotheroffather

housetwohoursago.

Rhys:Alright.

HehungupandRhysputhisphonedown.Hismind

wanderedtothesalon.Hedidn’tknowwhattomake

outoftheintenseeyecontacthemadewiththatgirl.

ShewasshorterthanRubyandwasn’treallythetype

ofgirlshewentfor.Helikedhiswomentall,not

tallerthanhim butalllonglegs.Hesighed.Why

wouldheeventhinkofherasagirlhewouldgofor?

Heisjustfreshoutofonehisworstrelationships

andhewasfarfrom trustingfemales.Itwasn’tasif

hewillseethatshortgirlagain.

Heswitchedoffthetvandleanedback.Hewould

seehismothertomorrowbeforeheheadedtothe



farm.

AtNeelo’sparents

Neelopickedherphoneasshefinallysatdownto

readallthemessagesthathadbeensentoverthe

pastmonth.Shefrownedseeingamessagefrom

Kago.Justthenherphonerang.Speakofthedevil.

Neelo:Hello..

Kago:Hi,Ihavebeentryingtocallandyourphone

didn’tgothroughthispastmonth.

Neelo:Mhmm..

Kago:(sighing)Thereisaproblem athome..

Neelo:Okay.Nooffensebuthowisthatanyofmy

business?

Kago:Youmighttheonlyonewhocouldhelpan-

Neelo:whenmyunclesrepaidyourfamily’smagadiit

meantIwasdone.Haveagoodday.



Shehungupandthrewherphoneonthebed.The

nerve.Theymistreatedherforthreeyearsandthat

waswhyAonepreferrednottogohome.Kagowas

justaspectatorsoshewasgoinghavenothingtodo

withthatfamily.

SherepliedKatlego’stextbeforesheplacedher

phonedown.

Neelo:Mom didyoumakelunch?(shouting)

MaN:Ihaveadaughterwhoisunmarriedtodothat.

Neelo:Iyoo!Tshelemama.Ithasn’tevenbeena

year...

MaN:butyoulookbettereachtimeyouvisit.

Neeloarrivedinthelounge.

Neelo:Wehavetomoveandlifehastogooneven

thoughtheachestaysthereforever.

MaN:True.



Neelo:Letmemakesomethingtoeatforeveryone.

AtRuby’shouse

Shesatonthebedasshelookedatherphone,she

wishedshedidn’twipeoutalltheirmemorieson

theirruinedweddingday.Shesighedandplacedthe

phonedown.Allshehadwastogivehim space.

Thentheywilltalkcalmlyandshewillstateallher

reasonsfordoingwhatshedid.

.
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AtNeelo’sparents

Shegotinsidethecarandbuckledupwhilewaiting

forherfather.Hewalkedoutminuteslaterwearinga

coat.

Neelo:papaIdon’ttrustyourcar.

RaN:thiscarhasbeenhereforyears,evenbefore

youwereborn.

Neelo:it’sold.Whatifitdiesonus?

RaN:itwon’t..

Neelo:hmm..

Herfatherbuckledupandsheleanedback.

Neelo:SoIshouldstartimplementingwhatwetalked



aboutimmediatelywhenIgetthere?

RaN:youmadeupyourmindNeneanditisa

wonderfulidea.

Neelo:Okay.IthinkIwillbemovingtoandfrom the

farm thisweek.

RaNstartedthecarandhereversedoutoftheyard.

AtRuby’shouse

ShehadbeenbyRhysand’shouseyesterdayand

therewasstillnosignofhim beinghome,howcan

hedisappear?Theyhadissuestosolveandthey

neededtotalk.

HedialedAlex’snumberanditwasanswered

immediatelybyafemalevoice.

Voice:Hello?

Ruby:Hello,canItalktoAlex?



Voice:Andyouare?

Ruby:Hissisterinlaw.Iam lookingforRhys.

Theladyattheendofthelinegotoutofbedand

headedtothekitchentogiveAlexhisphone.Alex

lookedatherandsheshrugged.

Alex:Wetalkedaboutit.

Her:Yoursisterinlawwantstotalktoyou.

ShewalkedawayandAlexstoodtheresighing.He

placedthephoneagainsthisear.

Alex:Hello.

Ruby:Hi.AlexevennowRhysisnothere.

Alex:Idon’tknowtotamothowaModimo.

Ruby:(sighing)Suresureyoudon’tknowwhereRhys

is?ItisimportantItalktohim.

Alex:Idon’tknowRuby.Welasttalkedbeforehe

wenttoyouafterthecourtcase.



Alexliftedhisheadandfoundherlookingathim.

Sheclappedherhandsandheshookhishead.

Ruby:Okay.Thankyou.Bye.

HehungupandRubysighed.

Rubysatuprightasshedialedhermotherinlaw’s

number.

Ruby:Hello...

MaRhys:HiRuby.Howareyou?

Ruby:Iam fine.Rhysisn’thomeyet.

MaRhysfrowned.

MaRhys:Iwaswithhim hereafewdaysago.He

saidhewasgoinghomeshortlyafter.

Rubysquintedhereyes.RhyswasinBobonong?

Ruby:Okay.Maybeheisathishouse.Heonce

mentionedsomethingaboutbuildingahousethat



sidelastyear.

MaRhys:Probably.Callhim andaskhim ifheisat

hishouse.

Ruby:Eemma.Gosiame.

Rubyhungupandbithertongue.Rhyswasin

Bobonong?Andhedidn’ttellher?

Shecalledhermother.

Ruby:Hello.

MaRuby:Hellomychild.

Ruby:Iwillbetherelateronmom.

MaRuby:Whatiswrong?

Ruby:Iwanttocheckuponyouguys.

MaRuby:Iwouldlikethat.

Ruby:ByeandIloveyoumom.

MaRuby:Iloveyoutoo.



Rubyhungupandshegotoffbed.Theyweregoing

totalkabouteverythingandshewasgoingtolethim

pourhisheartout,shesawthelightafterhisarrest

andshewantedtomakeamendswiththeloveofher

life.Itwastimeandshehopedhewascalm.

Atthefarm

Rhysandwalkedaroundashemadesureeverything

wasuptopar.Thehorsestableswerefineandhe

wantedtotakehishorseoutforaridearound.Fora

graduatewhodidn’tusehisdegreetothefullest,he

wasdoingwellforhimself.Afterallfarmingwas

whathestudiedsothatwasanadvantage.

Hewalkedtothestablesinhisblackbootsand

thosejeansthatclungtohislegs.Helookedupand

assumeditwasmidday.Hewasn’treallykeepingup

withtime,hecouldbreathandhereatthefarm he



hadalotofbusinessideastoimplement.

Hewalkedintothestablesandlookedathisfive

horses.Therewereenoughforthisfarm.Heopened

thedoorandrubbedhishorse’sback.Hesmiledand

leditoutofthestables.

Rhys:Heyboy..wearegoingoutonanotheroneof

mylonelyrides.

Hegotonthehorseandusedhisboottokickitand

itstartedtomove.

MeanwhileNeelolookedatherfatherashiscar

startedtomakesounds.

Neelo:papawillwearriveontime?

RaN:Nenethisoldskoroskoroofminewillarrive

andwillstilltakemehometomorrow.

Neelo:Ahpapa!



Hisfatherdrovethroughthegravelroadleadingto

thefarm.Neeloknewtheywereprobablyfarfrom

thefarm andifthiscardiesonthem shedidn’tknow

whattheyweregoingtodo.

Theoldmanmaneuveredthroughthebusheswith

hiscarandjustashewasabouttoturnthecar

stopped.

Neelo:Papa...

Theoldmanrestarteditagain,hedidn’twantNeelo

topanic.Ifshepanickedhewasscrewed.

Itdidn’trestart.

Neelo:Papa..

RaN:calm downNeelo.

Neelo:Iam calm papa...

Shegotoutofthecarasherdadgotouttoo.Her

fatheropenedthebonnetandNeelopeekedinside.

Shedidn’tunderstandmostofthethingsinvolved



here,shejustknewhowtodriveandhowtousea

pumpfortyres.

Neelo:Papawhat’shappening?Kelost..

RaN:It’snothing..

Shemovedbackasshewalkedafewfeetand

stopped.

Neelo:Itwillbefine?

Herfatherwalkedtothevanandremovedhis

toolboxfrom behindtheseats.Neelowalkedtothe

vanandsatdownontheseat.Shedidn’tknowwhat

wasgoingonexactly.

Anhourlaterherfather’soverallsweresmearedwith

oilbutthecarstillwouldn’tstart.

Neelo:Ithinkwearestrandedpapa.



RaN:Andthereisnonetwork,Iwould’vecalledmy

mechanic.

Neelo:Walkingfrom heretothefarm isgoingtokill

you.Myself?Icanabsolutelywalkbutdadomogodi

andyoucan’twalklongdistances.Letmewalk

maybeImightfindsomeonewhocanhelp,akere

thereareneighboringfarmsaroundhere.

RaN:Youdon’thavetodothat.

Neelo:Ishouldtry.

Shepickedupherhatanda2literfantabottlethat

wasfilledwithwater.

Neelo:Iwillbebackinfourhoursorso.Itwillbedark

butIhopeyoustaysafepapa.Iwillbebackandlove.

Shestartedtowalkasherfatherlookedintothe

bonnet.Whatwaswrong?Lastweekhehadtookthe

carformaintenance.



Neelolookedandsighed.Shehadalongwaytogo

butlet’sseeifshestillrememberstheroadfrom

memorynowthatshewasmakingthetripviafoot.

.

.

.
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Alongtheway

Neelostoppedandplacedthebottledowntohold

herknees.Shewastiredandshehasbeenwalking

around.Shehasn’tseenanyfarm oranything.She



wantedtothrowherselfonthegroundandrest.The

wintersunwashittingherandthecoolwindmade

theheatandcoldgohandinhand.Shebreathedin

andoutbeforeshestoodupright,pickedthebottle

andcontinuedwithhertrek.Shehopedherdadwas

okay.

Shewalkedfortenmoreminutesandhalfscreamed.

Neelo:Yoh!IthinkIam losthere...

Shelookedaroundandshesawtreesandshrubs

andmoretrees.Kantewhereweretheothernearby

farms?

Neelo:Hello!(shouting)Thusaaang!

Shewalkedasshescreamedthatoverandover

again.Shelookedbehindandthetresslookedthe

same.Shedidn’tknowifsherememberedherway

back.

Neelo:Iam screwed.



Shekeptonshoutingforhelp,shehopedhervoice

wasaudibleenough.Whenshewastiredofthatshe

satonabigrockanddrankherwater,emptyingit

downhermouth.Shethrewtheemptybottleonthe

groundandstoodupontherock.

Placingherhandsaroundhermouthshescreamed

forhelp.Shewasabithigher.

From adistanceRhyscouldhearthepleaforhelp.

Thevoicesoundedfemale.

Hekickedhishorseasitpickedit’space.Themore

thehorsemovedhecouldhearthevoicemuchmore

closer.Hesloweddownhisstallionashegotcloser.

Neeloheardshrubsandthetwingeofsmall

branchesbreaking.Shestoppedshoutingforhelp

andrelentedsittingontopoftherockassheplaced

herheadonherknees.Shewasstrandedandher



fatherwasstrandedtoo.Couldn’ttodaygetany

moreworse?

Rhysmovedcloserandhestoppedashesawagirl

ontopoftherock.Neelosensedapresenceandshe

lookedupwithherhandsstillonherknees.That

facelookedfamiliarandthetwolookedateach

otherforwhatseemedlikealifetimebeforeNeelo

torehergazeawayfrom theman.Sheshookher

headasifshewasgettingoutofatrance.Hewas

thesamemanshelockedeyeswithatthesalona

weekago.Shegotupandalmostlostherbalance

butquicklyregaineditashegotoffhisstallion.Rhys

shookhishead,hesworehesawherlipspart

slightlywhentheirgazeslocked.

Neelo:Thisisveryveryweird..(dustingthebackof

herpants)

Rhys:Ican’thearyou.

Neelowantedtorollhereyes.Hervoicewasaudible

enoughandwhythehellwashisvoicesending

shiversdownherspine?Sheshookitalloffasweird



asitalreadywasandlookedathim again,avoiding

hiseyes.

Neelo:okay.Hi.Iknowyoudon’tknowandyoumight

bearapistoramurderer.Verylikelytobethecase.

Rhysmovedback.Wow!Arapistoramurderer?The

femalespecie.

Neelo:ButIam strandedandmyfatherisstranded

aheadthere.HiscarbrokedownandIlostmyway

andthereisnonetworkhere.Willyoupleasehelp

me?

Rhys:Firstyoucalledmearapistandamurderer

nowyouwantmyhelp?

Neelowasdistractedbyhisvoiceandshedidn’t

catchwhathewassaying.

Rhys:areyouevenlisteningtome?

Neelo:Uh-yes,youweresaying?

Heshookhisheadirritated.



Neelo:Ireallyneedhelp,formydadnotme.Please!

ShepleadedwithRicesand.

Neelo:Iwillpayforyourhelp.Ipromise,justhelpmy

dad.

Rhys:Youcanleadtheway...

Neelo:Neelo.NeeloJones.

Shelookedbackandgrinnedrubbingthebackofher

neck.

Neelo:Ikindofforgottheway.

Rhysrubbedhisstallion’sbackasitneighed.

Rhys:Howlonghaveyoubeenwalking?

Neelo:forovertwohours..

Hereyesmovedtohishandsandshesawtheink.

Shelookedathim ashescannedthearea.



Rhys:Sureyouarelost?

Neelo:Preeetysuuure.

Rhysrubbedhisheadbeforehelookedather.She

wastinyandshort.Hestillwasn’tgoingtothink

abouttheeyecontactthattheykeepinmaking.

Rhys:doyouknowhowtorideahorse?

Neelo:No..

Rhyslookedathisstallionanditwasbiggerand

strongerthanher,onewrongmoveitwasgoingto

letherfall.

Rhys:Comehereandlet’slookforyourfather.

Neelogotofftherockandapproachedhim.She

lookedupathim andRhysandavertedhisgaze.He

heldherwaistandsheshotadangerouslookathim

usingthelooktohidethethumpofherheartandthe

bloodthatrushedinherveins.

Rhys:Iam notgoingto“rape”you,youneedtogetin



thehorse..

Neelofacedtheotherway,hehadstronghands.He

pickedherupeffortlesslyandplacedherontopof

thestallion.

Rhys:Don’tmoveorelseitwillthrowyouover.

Hestillhadhishandsaroundherwaist.Sosmall.He

gotonthehorseandinstructedhertoholdhiswaist.

Asshesatbehindhim,sheinhaledhisscent.Not

deliberately.Itwasallinherfaceanditwasn’t

cologne,justallrawmasculinityandtestosterone.

Herheartbeaterraticallyinherchestandsheprayed

toherGodthathecouldn’tfeelherstellarheartbeat.

Rhys:Soyoudon’tfall,Iam aroughrider.

IttookafewsecondsforRhystorealizewhathe

saidandNeelokepttoherself.Shecouldfeel

musclesbeneathhist-shirt.

Rhys:I-Ididn’tmeanitthatway...

Neelo:It’sokay(softly)



Rhys:Holdontight.

Sheletgoforasecondtoadjustherhatandthe

stalliontookoff,shehalfscreamedasshewrapped

herhandsaroundhistorso.

Rhys:Iwarnedyou.

Neelo:Igotthewarning,trustme..

Rhys:Lookaroundandtellmeifyourecognizethe

placesyouhavepassed..

Neelostartedtolookaroundasthehorsemoved.

Herholdoverhim gottighterandRhysfeltit,small

handsonhistorso.Heclosedhiseyesforasecond

beforeheopenedthem andfocusedonhelpingher.

Neelo:IthinkIpassedthattree(pointingatit)orare

theresimilarones?Thisisallconfusing.

Rhys:It’snot.Youpassedthattree(slowingdown)

Neelo:Ithinkso..

Rhys:Youtooklongbecauseyouwerewalking,I

thinkwewillfindyourfatherinnotime.



Neelo:Thankyousomuch..

Henoddedastheyrodethroughthebushes.After

whatseemedlikeahourofNeelotryingto

rememberthewayanddirectingtoday’ssaviorto

herfather’scartheyspottedthecar.

Neelo:That’sthecar.

Rhys:Youcamewiththat?Toaplacelikethis?

Neelo:Yes.

Rhys:Youguyswantedtobestranded.

Neelo:Tellthattomydad.

Rhysstoppedthestallionandgotofffirstbeforehe

helpedhergetoff.Heheldherwaistalittlelonger

beforeheletgoandNeeloplacedherhandsonher

hips.

Neelo:Papa...



Shewalkedtothecarandopenedthedoor.Hewas

asleep.Shelaughedandclosedthedoor.Sheturned

tolookatRhys.

Neelo:Heisasleep.Letmewakeupandmy

apologiesforinconveniencingyou.Thankyouso

much.Thankyou.

Rhys:Youalreadysaidthankyou.

Neelonoddedastheylookedateachotheragain.

Sheclearedherthroatandturnedtoopenthedoor.

Shegentlyshookherfather.

Neelo:Papa?Tsoga,keboile(dad?Wakeup,Iam

back)

Sheshookhim somemoretillhewokefrom his

slumberandheblinkedlookingaroundinalarm and

distress.

Neelo:It’smepapa,Nene.



Rhysandwatchedfrom thesidelines.Heneverhada

fathertodoallthatwithhim,hehatedthatmanwith

everyfiberofhisbeing.Hekickedtherocksas

Neelospoketoherfather.

Neelo:OkaydadwegothelpandIdon’tknowwhatis

goingtohappenkathecarbutyeah.

RaN:areyouokay?

Hetouchedherfacewithhishandsandsheheldhis

hands.

Neelo:Yesdad,abitdehydratedbutfine.Idon’t

knowwhat’sgoingtohappenbutyeah.

Hisfathergotupfrom theseatandlookedatthelad

thatwasnexttothehorse.Neelomovedfrom the

doorandherfathergotout.

Rhysandlookedupandhesmiled.Notafullsmile

butoneoutofrespectfortheelderbeforehim.

Rhysand:Dumelang.



RaN:Hellomyboy.Youlookfamiliar...

RaNtriedtojugglehismemorybutnothingcameat

themoment.

RaN:Iforgotbutthankyouandthankyoufor

keepinghersafe.Shethinksshecandoeverything

onherown.

Rhys:Isee(lookingatNeelo)

RaN:mycardiedonuswhenwewereinourwayto

thefarm.

RaNeelolookedattheyoungladinfrontofhim

oncemoreandthenitclicked.Herememberedwho

hewasandhesmiled.

RaN:McKnight..

Rhys:Yessir..

RaN:Youdon’thavetocallmesir(smiling)what’s

yournameagain..Riceorsomething.

Rhysandlaughed.



Rhys:Nnyaa.It’sRhysand..Reesand....Reeceif

shortened.

Neelotriedthenameonherlipssilently.Rhysand.

NotRice?Yoh!

Rhys:CanItakealookatyourcarfirst?

RaN:Ofcourse.

Neelowatchedhim openthecarbonnetashe

glancedovertohishorse.Rhyshopedhishorse

wouldstayput.

Atthevillage

AtRuby’sparents

Rubyopenedthedoorasshegreetedherparents.

Ruby:Dumelang.



MaRuby:Thatwasfast.

Ruby:IwasalreadyonmywaywhenIcalled.Iam

dogtiredmama,letmegorestfirstthenwewill

catchup.

MaRuby:Okaymybaby.

Rubywalkedtoherroom,openingthedoorbefore

shethrewherselfinthebed.Shesighedintothe

pillow.ShehopedRhyswasathishouselikehis

mothersaid.Shereallywantedthem tosolveand

workthroughtheirissues.

Alongtheway

Rhysclosedthebonnetafterhewasdone.

Rhys:IthinkIdealtwiththeproblem butthecar

needstobetakenforservice.

Neelo:Really?

RaNgotinsidethecarandhestartedit.



Neelomouthedathankyou.Theireyeslockedand

Neelofoughttotearhergazeaway.Itjusthappened

thattheylockeyeseverynowandthen,completely

normalthingtohappentoher...shetoldherselfbut

avoiceinherheadkeptscreamingandshedidknow

whatitsaid.Sheraisedhereyesagainandhewas

lookingatheragain.Sheshiveredoncemoreand

rubbedherarms.Everythingabouthim screamed

TROUBLEincapitallettersandshewouldbeinahot

messifshewasgoingtoallowherselftobe

TROUBLEDbythemerefactthatheexistsandhe

sendsherheartintoanuncontrollableoverdrive.

.

.

*

*

*



TROUBLED

#19

Atthefarm

Rhysandhistrustedstallionarrivedastheoldcar

madenoisefrom behind.Eventhoughitwasokay

fornow,hedidn’ttrustthatthecarwouldarriveat

theirfarm.Theoldmanparkedthecarunderthetree

asRhysjumpedoffhishorse.Heledittothestables.

Hemadesureitwassafelylockedinandhepatted

itsback.

Rhys:Goodboy..

Hewalkedoutasthecoldchillyairofthewinterhit

him.Herubbedhisarmsheadingtowherehis

guestswere.

Rhys:It’salreadylateunlessIcandriveyoutoyour



farm.

RaN:Thatwouldbeinconveniencingyoufurther

afterbeingsokindtous.

Rhys:It’snoproblem atall.

RaN:Iwillbeheadingtothevillagetomorrow.

Rhys:Icandriveyouthere,Idoubtthatyourcarwill

takeyouanyfurther.

RaNeelolookedathiscarandhehadtoagree.

RaN:YouarerightbutIjustcan’tabandonmycar.

Rhys:it’sold..

RaN:Thiswasmyfirstcarandbackintheday,the

ladieswouldgocrazywhenIdrovepast.

Rhyslaughed.Helookedovertheoldman’s

shoulderandNeelowasstillinthecarandthehat

wasoff.Hecouldseethatforeheadshining.

Rhys:Youguyscanstaythenight.Ihaveaspare

bedroom.



RaN:Youareagentleman.

Rhys:Notmanysaythat..

RaNeelochuckled.MeanwhileinthecarNeelo

rubbedherarmsitwasgettingchillyandaroundthis

timeshewould’vebeeninbedwithacupofcoffee

andabookinhandorherobsessingoverhernew

plansforherdad’ssmallfarm.Shelookedthrough

thewindowandRhysandwassocomfortablewith

herfatheraround.Shewasjustgoingtobeinvisible,

bythelooksofittheyweren’tgoingtotheirfarm

werethey?

Shegotoutofthecarandthecoldwindblewpast

her.Shegotgoosebumpsandshegrittedherteeth.

Shehadahate-loverelationshipwiththewinter

season.

Shewalkedovertowherethemenwereandshe

lookedatherfather,avoidingRhysand’seyes.

RaN:Nenewemightspendthenighthere.



Neelo:Ifigured.

RaN:Youarecold.

Neelo:Iwillbefine.

Rhys:Youguyscanfollowme.

Henoticedthatsheavoidedhisgazeanddecidedto

talktoherfatherastheywalkedtohisfarm house.

HeopenedthedoorandNeelowasgratefulforthe

warmththathitheroverchilledskin.

Rhys:Makeyourselvescomfortable.I’llbeback.

Heleftthem inthesittingroom asheheadedtohis

room togetafleeceblanket.Hewasbackina

minuteandhiseyesfellonNeelowhowaslooking

around.Hewasbehindthesofashehaddecidedto

occupy.Hejustgentlyplacedthefleecearoundher

shouldersashisfingerslightlybrushedagainstthe

napeofherneckandNeeloswallowedasshe

ignoredthattouchthatsentmixedsignalstoher

brain.



Rhys:Iwasn’texpectingguestsandIdidn’tcook..

RaN:It’sokayson.Yourkindnessisverymuch

appreciated.

Neelopulledthefleececloserandshecranedher

necktolookupathim.

Neelo:Iwillhelp.Ifyouwish,youhavealreadydonea

lotforustoday.

RaN:Nenewarm upfirst.

Neelo:Daddon’tworryaboutmetoomuch.

Sheremovedthefleeceandstoodup.

Neelo:Whereisthekitchen?

Rhys:Followme...

Shewalkedbehindhim,lookingathisphysique.He

hadanicebackside.Theygottothekitchenandshe

putherhandstogether.

Neelo:Whatdoyouwantmetomake?



Rhys:Anythingyoucanmanage.Youlookpale.

Neelo:I’m fine.IsitokayifIhaveaglassofwater?

Rhys:Sure..

Shepickedaglassandopenedthetap,fillingitwith

water.Shedrankthewaterslowly,asitwether

parchedthroat.Sheplacedtheglassdownand

awkwardlylookedatRhys.

Neelo:Sorryaboutthat.

Rhys:Youdon’thavetoapologizeforanything.

Neelo:So-okay..

Shelookedaroundthecozywarm kitchen.Shedidn’t

knowwhattomakeandifRhyswouldagree.Atthis

pointshehadtoagreethateveryonewasstarved

butshewillcook.Thismandidhelpherandher

fathertodayanditwasonlyrightshehelpedaround

too.

Shemovedfrom thesinkandwalkedtothefridge



wheresheopenedthefreezerandfoundmincemeat.

Neelo:Ismincemeatokay?

Rhys:Yes.Letmegiveyouspace,ifyouneedhelpI’ll

bewithyourfather.

Neelonoddedandhewalkedout.Shebreathedout

andheldherchest.Shehadtomakesomethingfast

andseewhattodo.

Sheopenedthecupboardslookingforastarchto

addtothemeal.

Twohourslater,fiveglassesofwaterlaterNeelo

wasdonecomingandsheservedthemen.

Neelo:ThatwasthebestIcouldcomeupwith.

RaN:Itoldyoushewasgoingtocookanicemeal.

Neelo:Papa!



RhyslookedatNeelowhowalkedbacktothe

kitchen.Shewashedherhandsandlookedaround.

Shehadcleaneditandmadesureshereturned

everythingtotheirrightfulplace.Sheleanedagainst

thesinkandlookedattheplateoffoodshehad

dishedupforherself.Shepickeditupandhadafew

mouthfulsoffoodbeforesheplaceditdown.

RaN:Neneareyoujoiningus?

Neelo:I’m finishingupthissidedad.

RaN:Okay.

ThemenwentontalkingandNeelosighedpicking

upherplateheadingtothesittingroom.

RaN:NeneIwasjusttellingRhysaboutyouwanting

tomanagethefarm.

Neelosmiledasshebroughttheforktoherlips.

Rhys:Itisnotverycommonforawomantobe

interestedinthisaspectoftheagriculturalsector.

RaN:Sheissmart..



Neelolistenedasherfathertalkedaboutherasif

shewasn’there.Sheplacedtheplateonherthighs

astheygotintoaheateddiscussionaboutlivestock

andtheBotswanaagriculturalsector.Theyhadnow

forgottenabouttheirplates.Shepickedthem up

silentlyandwalkedtothekitchentowashtheplates.

AssoonasNeelowasgoneRaNchuckled.

RaN:Ithinkshewasboredtodeath(yawning)

Rhys:Letmeshowyouthebedroom.

Theybothstoodupandheledthewaytotheextra

bedroom.RaNeelolookedaroundandthankedthe

youngladoncemorebeforeRhysclosedthedoor.

RhysputhishandsinhisJeanpocketsandwalked

tothekitchenwhereNeelowasleaningagainstthe

sink.

Neelo:Papawenttosleep?

Henoddedandshelookeddown.Obviouslyshe

wasn’tgoingtosharearoom withherfather.He



neededtorestmorethanhereven.

Both:I’lltakethecouch..

TheylookedateachotherandNeeloavertedher

gazeclearingherthroat.

Neelo:Iwilltakethecouch,youcan’tbe

inconveniencedinyourhouse..

Rhyslookedather.Shelookedlikeaportablelittle

thing,someoneyoucanflipandturninthebedroom

andhebithislowerlip.Atfirsthehadthoughtshe

wasfakingthemodestyandhernaturebuthefound

outshewasn’tashehadtalkedtoherfather.She

surewasherfather’sprideandjoy.

Rhys:Neeloit’salreadylate..

Neelopaused.Shewantedtoreplybuthecalledher

byhername?

Neelo:Okay(softly)

Rhys:Andyouarenottakingthecouch.

Neelolookedatherself.Shewasinnopositionto



takethebed,shewassweatyfrom todayandshe

wassureshesmeltofgrimeandsweat.Shesilently

followedhim ashestartedtoswitchoffthelightsin

thehouseandledhertohisbedroom.

Rhys:Youcantakethebed,makeyourself

comfortable.

Heopenedhiswardrobetotakeoutablanketanda

pillow.Helookedatheronemoretimeandhe

walkedout,closingthedooronhiswayout.

Neelostoodinthemiddleoftheroom andlookedat

herclothes.Shewasn’tsureifsheshouldsleepin

hisblanketsinherclothesorifitwouldbe

appropriateforhertosleepinherbraandpanties.

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedoutoftheroom,

leavingthedoorslightlyajar.Shewalkedtothe

sittingroom andshewasfacetofacewithhisback,

heseriouslyhadinkalloverhisbody.

Neelo:Rhys(smallvoice)



Rhysturnedasheplacedthet-shirtinthecouch.

Rhys:Mma?

Shegotshiversfrom thewayheresponded.

Neelo:Isitokay,Isleepintheseclothes?

Rhysfrowned.Helookedatherforasecondsbefore

itclicked.

Rhys:WhateveryoufeelcomfortableinNeelo,Idon’t

knowhowmanytimesam Isupposedtosay

this.Yourquestionsarestartingtobeannoyingand

veryunnecessary.

Shedidn’tmeanforittoannoyhim,shejusthated

beinginapositiontoinconveniencepeople.

Neelo:Sorry.Uhm,goodnight...

Hersmallfeetwalkedheralongthepassageand

Rhyscoveredhisface.Hequicklyfollowedher.



Rhys:Neelo,I’m sorry.Ididn’tmeanitlikethat.

Shestoppedbythebedroom doorandhestopped.

Hedidn’tknowwhyhewasapologizingtoo.

Neelo:It’stotallyokay.

Rhyssighed.Asmuchashewasn’tanexpertat

readingladies,thisonehadacertainqualitytoher

hecouldn’tquitepinpoint.

Rhys:ThatcameoutasrudeandI’m sorry.

Neelonodded.

Neelo:AsIsaidit’sokay.Youdon’thavetoapologize,

youjuststatedwhatwasonyourmind.

Shewasabouttowalkintothebedroom andheheld

herhand.Shelookedathisbighandoverhersmall

oneandliftedhereyestolookathim.Hereyes

didn’tmissthesixpackandhisvlinethat

disappearedintothosejeanshewaswearing.

Rhys:Neeloongadile?(Neeloareyouupset?)

Neelo:Nyaarra..

Rhys:Kerilesorrytlhemma(Isaidsorry)(smiling)



Neelohadnochoicebuttosmile.Hehadonehellof

asmile,onethatwouldmakeanyladywanttodo

everythingforhim,nomatterhowbaditwas.

Rhys:Gawangalaakere?(youarenotupset?)

Sheshookherheadandhefoundhimselfrubbing

herchinasshelookedupathim,shewasn’teven

doinganythingtostophim.

Rhys:Good.Goodnight.

Heletgoofhersmallhandandchinasshestepped

insidetheroom.Sheclosedthedoorandhemoved

backtakinginadeepbreath.

Hewalkedtothesittingroom andheswitchedoff

thelights.Hefoundthecouchhehadplacedhis

stuffandhesatdown.Heproceededtolaydown

andcoverhimselfupwiththeblanket.

.



TROUBLED

#20

AtRhysand’sfarm house

Neelowokeupabitdisoriented.Shelookedaround

theroom anditdidn’tlooklikeherroom.Sherubbed

hereyesandsatupright.Ayawnescapedherlips

andsheplacedherhandoverhermouth.Shegotout

ofbedinherbraandpanties.Shefiguredthatthe

clotheswouldmakehisblanketsdirtyandtosmell,

shedidn’twantthat.Notatall.Shepickedupher

clothesfrom thematandshelookedattheclothes.

Shehadnochoicebuttowearthem alloveragain.In

minutesshewasdoneandshejustneededto

splashwateronherface,usemouthwashifitis

availableandpretendsheiscleanwhensheisnot.

Whataniceconvenientmethodtogetthroughthe

day.



Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedout.Therewas

nothingcooking,nosmelloffoodoranythingand

shefiguredthatmaybeshewasgoingtomakefood.

Meanwhileoutside,themenwereafaraway

distancefrom thehouseasRhysshowedMrJones

thecattleandeverything.

RaN:Thesearereallygreatbreeds.

Rhys:ThereareandsinceyousaidNeelowantsto

expandyourlivestock,shecanlookintothisbreed.

Shejustneedsonebulltomateallthecows,

artificiallyofcourse.

RaN:Youcanhelpher,toalsofindwhereshecan

buyapurebreedbull.

Rhys:Okaysir.

TheykeptontalkingasRaNaskedaboutRhysand’s

horse,ofcourseRhysandhadthoughtabouthorse

breedingbutitwasexpensiveascomparedtocow



breedingandheoptedforthelatter.Thisfarm was

whathewasgoingtofocusonwhilehewasMIA.

Afterwhatseemedlikeeternity,theywalkedbackto

thehouse.Neelohadtheirvoicesandthedoor

opened.

RaN:youfinallywokeup.

Neelo:Yeah.Morning.

Rhys:Morning.

RaN:NeneIhavetogobackhomebutRhysandwill

dropyouoffatthefarm whenhecomesbackokay?

Neelo:Okay.Itwon’ttakelongtogothevillage?

RaN:Idon’tthinkitwill.

Neelonoddedasshestooduptogohugherfather.

Neelo:Iwillmissyouandtellkm Iloveher.

RaN:alright.

Hebrokethehugandlightlykissedhercheekbefore



hewalkedout,followedbyRhys.

Neelo:Thankyouandsafejourney.

Rhys:We-welcomeandthankyou.

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoorinhiswayout.

Neelosatonthechairandlookedaround.Shestood

upandheadedtothekitchentocookupsomething.

AtBobonong

ItwasthreehourslaterwhenRhysand’scarstopped

byRaN’sgate.

Rhys:Iwilllookforsomeonewhocanhelpmetow

thecarsoitcanbefixedthisside.

RaN:Thankyouson.Godblessyouabundantly.

RhysnoddedasRaNgotoutofthecar.

RaN:Waithereforamoment.



Heopenedthegateandwalkedtothehouse.He

immediatelyopenedthedooranddisappeared

insidethehouse.Rhyscheckedhiswatchandhe

knewthathehadtimetogobackandtakeNeeloto

theirfarm buthewasn’tgoingtoleavelikenow.He

leanedbackasRaNcamewithasmallbackpack.

RaN:thisisforNene,Idon’tknowhowsheforgot

thebagyesterday.

Rhys:Ohokay.HaveagooddaysirandIwillmake

suresheisatthefarm safe.

RaN:ifyoucan,pleasecheckonhereverynowand

then..

Rhys:Eerra.

Theoldmansmiledashewalkedbacktothehouse

andRhysanddroveoff.

AtMaRhys’house

Rubyparkedhercaroutsideandsheopenedthe

gate.Maybeshewillfindhim andtheycanfinally



talk.Sheknockeddownthedoorandhismother

openedup.

Ruby:Heyma.

MaRhys:HelloRuby,comein.

RubyfollowedherinsideandsatdownasRhysand’s

mothersatdown.

Ruby:IkindofgotlostlookingforRhysand’shouse.

MaRhys:Itisnotfarfrom herethough.

ShebegantogiveRubydirectionsasRubylistened

attentively.

Ruby:Thankyousomuchma.Letmegoand

tomorrowIam comingoversowespendtime

together.

MaRhys:Iwouldlikethat.Bye.

RubystoodupandwalkedoutreplayingallthatMa



Rhyssaid.Bythetimeshereachedhercarshewas

sureshegotit.Shegotinsideandstartedthecar.

AtRhysand’shouse

Rhysandparkedhiscarintheyardandunlockedhe

house.Hejustwantedtodelaytimesohedoesn’t

havetotakeNeelototheirfarm.Itwasn’tasifshe

wasgoingtotakeherselfthere,shedidn’tknowhow

torideahorseandtherewerenoothercarsthat

side.Hesatdownonthecouchandstaredatthe

blanktvscreen.Didshebath?Therewasnogeyser

andhewassuresheknewthat,shedidn’thaveany

otherclothesonher.

TenminuteslaterRubyparkedhercaroutsidethe

house.Hewashere,bingo.Shewouldrecognizehis

carfrom anywhere.Shegotoutofhercarand

walkedinsidetheyardsincethegatewasopen.The

doorwasopentoo,sheknockedsoftlyandwalked

inside.



Rhysandlookedatthedoorandhejustlookedather.

Forashortwhilehehadforgottenabouther

existence.Thefirstfewdayshespentnights

thinkingabouthowshedidhim wrong.Nowshe

followedhim from Godknowswhere.Apartofhim

hadbeenhurtattruefactthatsheabortedhischild

butheguesseditwasherchoiceandthathappened

sixmonthsagoevenbeforetheirweddingday.Was

thereanyusecryingforspiltmilk?

Ruby:Hello.

Rhys:Whatdoyouwant?

Shesatdownnexttohim andtriedtotouchhis

handsbuthepushedherhandsaway.Shecleared

herthroatembarrassed.

Ruby:Icametotalk,Ijustwantustotalk..

Rhys:What’stheretotalkaboutRuby?

Ruby:Us,ourfuture.Iknowyouarestillangry..



Rhys:Atthispointintime,it’swaypasttheanger.

Youractionssentmeaclearmessageandtaught

mesomehardlessons.

Rubysighedandlookedathim.Wherewasthe

gentlenessinhiseyes?Shecouldn’tseeitanymore.

Ruby:Iam sorrythatIsawthelightafteritwastoo

late,IhurtyoubadlyandIknownothingIwillever

saywilltakeawaythepain.ButIloveyouRhysand.

SomuchandIcan’tbearnotbeingwithyou.Itwill

takesometimetoworkonusbutwecanget

therapytoworkoutourproblems.

Rhysandsighedandlookedather.Hedidn’tshewas

livinginherownfantasyworldwhereyouhurt

peopleandstillexpectthesamepeopletobethere

withyou.

Rhys:Ruby,meleavinglastweeksignifiedtheendof

ourrelationship.

Ruby’seyeswidenedasherheartbroke.Hewas

breakingupwithher?



Ruby:Youarestillangry,youdon’tmeanthat(tears

wellinginhereyes)

Rhys:Ido.IcannotbewithawomanwhoIcannot

trustandyoukilledmychild.Awholeinnocentchild

withnoremorse.It’syourbodyandyoucandowhat

youwantbutyouneveraskedmeifyoucankillthe

childbutit’sokay.Itallhappened.

Ruby:Rhysyoucan’tleaveme(tearsrollingdownher

eyes)Iquitmyjobforyou.

Rhys:DidIaskyouto?NoIdidnot.Youdidallofthat

inyourownfreewill.AllIdidwasloveyoubut

peoplelikeyoualwayswantbackthelovetheygave

away.Youdroveusofftheroad,youhadmeinthe

palm ofyourhandandyouthoughtthatsinceIlove

youIwillforgiveeverythingyoudid.RubyIwillnever

forgiveyouforkillingmychildandthereisno

comingbackfrom that.

RubycoveredhereyescryingasRhysandsaidthat

withastraightface.

Rhys:youbroughtushere,withallyouractions,



deceitandlies.

Ruby:YouareallIwantRhysand.Iam soso-sorry.

Rhys:It’sdone.Thatwasnotlove,IrealizedthatI

wasneverinlovebutwasratherinlovewiththeidea

ofhavingafamilywithastablewomanwhom I

woulddedicatemyselfto.

Ruby’slipsquiveredashesaidthatinanindifferent

tone.

Ruby:I’llwaitforyou.Justdon’tleavemeRhysand.

Rhys:It’soverRuby.Youendeditallonyourown.

Sheusedherjacketsleevestowipehersnotas

moretearsrolleddownhereyes.

Ruby:Rhysweplannedafuturetogether,yousent

yourunclestomyhouseformagadi,Iam still

traditionallyyourwife.

Rhys:Icansendmyunclesbacktogetthemagadi

backandgivethem thereasonswhy,thattheirso

calleddaughterinlawsawitfittokillourchildand

sheisplayingvictim.



Rubycriedmore.ThiswasnotherRhysandtalking.

Rhys:YourchoiceRuby,theelderswillstillbetold

aboutourbreakup.Justacceptthatit’soverand

moveon.

Ruby:Idon’twanttomoveon.Iwantyou.

Rhys:Toobad.Youaredisturbingmypeace,kopao

ntswelekantlomma(pleaseleavemyhouse)

Shelookedathim againandhewasserious.This

wasn’tRhysand.Shelookedaroundthehousetrying

toseeiftherewasmaybeawomanwhowasaround.

ShewastheappleofRhysand’seyeandnowhe

wantednothingtodowithher.

Ruby:Whoisshe?

Rhyschuckled.

Rhys:Pleaseleavemyhouse,Iwanttogoout.

Ruby:Youcan’tleavemeRhysand.Notinthis

lifetime.



Rhys:Ehemma..

Washepatronizingher?

Rhys:Rubywee,Iam tryingmybesttobeascivilasI

canwithyou.Omotonabreakupshappen,ntswele

kantlo.

Ruby:Iam supposedtobeyourwife,yougaveme

thisring(flashingherengagementring)promisingto

marrymeandyousentyourunclestopaymagadi,I

cantakeyoutocourtforthat.Tryme..

Rhys:Am Isupposedtobescarednow?

Shehuffedandfoldedherarms.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’sfarm

Neelowalkedoutofthehouseandlookedaround.

Therewasnosignofhiscarandshehadnochange

ofclotheshere.Shesighed.Shehadlongfinished

cookingandheshouldbeonhiswaybackorshe

hopedhewasonhiswayback.

Sherelentedandclosedthedoorbeforeshewalked

tothekitchen.Shetookoutthebiggestpotthere

wasandfilleditwithwaterbeforesheplacediton

thestove.Shewalkedtothebedroom andgotridof

herclothes.Sheunclippedherbraandremovedher

panties.Shedidseeatowelontopofthebed.She

pickedherclothesandwalkedtothebed,sheplaced

theclothesontopandthebrabeforeshewrapped



thetowelaroundherbody.Shewalkedoutofthe

bedroom andwenttothebathroom whereshefilled

thesinkwithwaterandpickedthehandsoapthere

tostartwashingherpanties.Shehadnochoiceand

sheneededtogetclean.Shehadnoclothesonher,

justhersmallbagthathadherphoneandwallet.

Akereshethoughtthattheywouldarriveattheir

farm yesterdaybuttheskorokorobetrayedthem.

Aftershefinishedwashingherpantiesshehung

them ontherailsothattheywoulddry.Soshewas

goingtobenakedunderneaththetowelafterher

bath?Great!Justgreat!

Shesatonthetoiletseat,doingnothingatall.She

wasboredoutofhermindandshewouldn’tgo

outside,shehadnocleanclothes,herpantieswere

dryingandRhysandwastakinghissweettime

comingbackhere.Sheknewthepantiesweren’t

goingtodryimmediately,theywoulddryfasteris

shehungthem outsidebutimaginehernaked



underneathatowelgoingtohangpantiesoutside?

Shedidn’tpictureherselfdoingthat.Shewasgoing

tohavetowait,takeabathinthemeantimeandsee

whatshecoulddo.Sheregrettedforgettingherbag

backatherparentshouse.

AtRhysand’shouse

Rubysawthathewasunrelentingandjuststaredat

hermakecrazytantrumsanddemands.

Rhys:Doasyoupleasebutyouarenolongerapart

ofmylifeRuby.Whatwehadisgone.

Ruby:youlovedme.

Rhys:Highlighttheword“loved”.

Ruby:Feelingsjustdon’thaveanonandoffswitch

youcanpresswhenyoudecidethatyounolonger

wantsomeone.

Rhys:Areyouhearingyourselfrightnow?Youforgot

theroleyouplayedinallofthis.Youarethereason

thisrelationshipisnon-existent.Whowasan



undercovercop?Whosentmetoprison?Whokilled

mymotherfuckingbaby?

Shewentquiet.

Rhys:Answermedammit!

Ruby:I-Idid.

Rhys:Exactlynowgetthefuckoutwantiya.

Shestoodupandlookedathim.Sheslowlywalked

tothedoorexpectinghim toatleaststopherand

sayhewantedtoworkonthem.Rhyswatchedher

walkout,shewasneverthereforloveinthefirst

place.Hewonderedwhyshebotheredandwhyit

hadhurtsobadonthedayhecameoutofprison.

Rubyturnedtofacehim andhewasn’tsayingaword.

Ruby:Istilllo-

Rhys:Tswa!



Tearschockedher.Hewassayingallofthistoher?

Her?Shewalkedoutasmoretearsrolleddownher

eyes.Herkneesfailedherbythetimeshereached

hercar.Shecouldn’tbreath,hewasleavingher?He

wasdone?Likedonewithher?Shecriedbyhercar

assheopenedthedoor.Shegotinsideandcried

fullywhenshewasinsidethecar.Hewasreally

donewithher?Ithurtsobad.

MeanwhileinthehouseRhysandwalkedtohis

kitchenandlookedaround.Thekitchenbackatthe

farm wasfullystockedthoughsotherewasnothing

short.Hemadehiswaytothebedroom andhesent

hisbrotheratextbeforeheopenedthewardrobe

andtookouthislaptop.Hewalkedoutofthehouse

andRuby’scarwasstilparkedoutside.Heputhis

laptopinthecarbeforewalkingbackintothehouse.

ThatmadeRubycrysomemoreinhercar.He

honestlydidn’tcareifshewasokayorshewas

breathingfine?



Shestartedhercarandweaklyplacedherhandson

thesteeringwheel.Herhandsshookasshejoined

theroadanddroveoffwithtearsblurringhervision.

Rhysleanedonthekitchendoorashecalledhis

mother.

MaRhys:Hello...

Rhys:Himother,Iam notaroundbutIwillbearound

nextweek.Iwantedyoutellmyunclesthatthe

weddingisoff.

MaRhys:Why?

Rhys:Doyouhonestlywanttoknowmother?

MaRhys:Therewillwantagoodreasonandasthe

familyweshouldtalkitoutifthereisaproblem that

youtoocannotsolve.Akerewearealwaysthere.

Rhys:Iwillbearoundnextweekwhentheyvisither

family,shedidalotofthingsthatIcan’tmovepast

tota.Tlagagotwekemmuabosula.



MaRhys:Whathappened?

Rhyssighedashecheckedthetime.Therewasno

wayNeelocangohomerightnow.

Rhys:Ohsheabortedourchild.

MaRhys:Babirwabantsetse.Shedidwhat?

Rhys:Shedidthat,sheisnotevenremorsefulbut

thenagainRubyhasbeendishonestfrom the

beginning.Wewilltalkmoreaboutthisnextweek.

MaRhys:tlheRubywatengomowamaswejang,she

washerelookingforyoukante...

Rhys:Yes.Shejustleft.

MaRhys:Ican’tbelieveItrustedherwithyourheart,

areyoufinemyboy?

Rhyslaughed.

Rhys:Iam finemama.

MaRhys:Areyousure?YoucancomeoverandIcan



cookforyou.

Rhys:It’sokaymom.I’m fine.NextweekI’llbethere.

Ihavetogbacktothefarm okay?

MaRhys:Safejourney.

Rhys:Thankyouandbye.Takecareofyourselfandif

thereisanythingthatyouneedcallAlex.

MaRhys:Alright.

Rhyshungupandwalkedoutofthehouse.He

searchedhispocketsforhiskeyswhichhefound

andlockedthehouse.

Hewasgoingtogototheshopsfirsttobuyafew

thingsbeforeheheadedbacktothefarm.

.

.

*

*
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AtRhysand’sfarm

Neelopulledbackthecurtainsandthesunwas

settingalready.Shewasprobablynotgoingback

todaywasshe?Shesighedandsatdowninthe

couchstillinthattowelbutshehadaddedafleece

tokeepherwarm.Themagazinesthatwereonthe

tabledidnotinterestheronebit,ifshehadatleast

foundanovel.Shelaiddownonthecouchand

pulledthefleececloseassheshuthereyes.Maybe

bythetimeshewakesupitwillbetomorrow.

AtRuby’sparents

MaRubyrubbedRuby’sbackasshecried.



Ruby:Mamaheleftme.Hedoesn’twanttomarryme

anymore(crying)

MaRuby:Why?Whathappened?

Ruby:I-Idon’tknow.

MaRuby:Someonejustcannotleaveyouforno

reason.

Ruby:I-maybeheleftmeforanotherwoman.

MaRuby:Nownow,let’snotjumpintoconclusions.I

willtellyourfathertotellyourunclessothisissue

canbeaddressed.

Rubylookedathermom andhermotherhuggedher.

MaRuby:Itwillbefine..

Ruby:When?IloveRhysandsomuch.

MaRuby:Iknowmychild.Iknow..

Shesniffedandplacedherheadonhermother’s

shoulder.



AtRhysand’sfarm

Rhysandparkedhiscarunderthetreeandlooked

around.Thelightswerenoton,wasshesleepingor

sheoptedtostayinthedark.Itwasjustafew

minutesafter7pm sohedidn’tthinkshewas

sleeping.Hegotoutofthecarwiththebagher

fathergavehim andtheplasticsfilledwithsnacks.

Hewillbebackforthelaptopinafewminutes.He

openedthedoorandswitchedonthelights.Shewas

asleeponthecouch.

Heheadedtothekitchenandplacedtheplastics

down.Hewalkedtothebedroom andplacedthebag

intheroom.Hewasabouttowalkoutwhenhesaw

herclothesandbraontopofthewellmadebed.She

didn’thavechangingclothesandshewasprobably

bankingongoingbacktoday.Hewalkedouttogo

getthelaptopfrom thecar.Neeloopenedhereyes

andclosedthem asthecoldairblewoverherface.



Sheyawnedandsatuprightbeforesheopenedher

eyes.Shesleptwiththelightsoff.

Thedoorclosedandshepulledthefleeceup.

Rhys:Hey.

Neelo:Hi.Uhm Ifellasleep,howwasyour

journey?(softly)

Rhys:Itwasfine.Didyoueat?

Neelo:Imadelunch,it’sinthekitchen.

Heplacedthelaptopdownashesatonthesofa

nexttohers.

Rhys:Thankyou.

Neelo:Uhm willyoubeabletotakemetoourfarm

tomorrow?

Rhys:Eemma.

Neelo:Thankyou.



Shepulledthefleececloserandjustlookedathim.

From whatherhairdressersaid,shesaidhewasin

prisonandhadafiancé.

Neelo:Uhm,excuseme.

Shestoodupandfixedhertowelasshepickedthe

fleeceaswell.Rhyskepthiseyesonherasshe

walkedtothebedroom.Sheplacedthefleecedown

andfrownedseeingherbag.Sheopeneditand

checkedifwhatshehadpackedinwasstillinside.

Okayshehadachangeofclothesbutshestillwon’t

beabletosleepwiththeclothes.Theywouldbefor

tomorrow’sjourney.Shewalkedoutofthebedroom

andheadedtothebathroom andclosedthedoor.

Shecheckeditherpantiesweredryandshewas

gladtosaytheyweredry.Shequicklyputthem on

andwashedherhands.Shewasgoingtobeinthe

room becausewhatshewaswearingwas

inappropriateandbesidesshedidn’thavetobother

theman.Shemightaswellsleep.



Rhyswalkedoutofthekitchenwithaplateoffood.

Shedidnothavetocookbutshedid.Heplacedthe

plateonthetableandwalkedtothebedroom.He

knockedontheslightlyajardoor.

Neelo:Comein.

Hewalkedinside.Shesatuprightonthebedand

flashedasmile.

Rhys:Ibroughtmylaptop,ifyouwantwecould

watchamovie.Thereareafewmoviesinside.

Neelothoughtaboutit.Shehadbeenboredoutof

hermindthewholedayandwhatharm coulda

singlemoviedoor.Shelookedatwhatshewas

wearingandbeforeshecouldsayanything.

Rhys:Youcanfindoneofmyshirtsinthewardrobe

andyoucanjoinmeinthesittingroom.

Hewalkedoutandshegotoffthebed,shewalked

tothewardrobetotakeoutoneofhisshirts.She

couldsmellthedistinctcologneontheshirt.She

removeditfrom thehangeranddroppedthetowel



beforeshestartedtobuttonitup.

MeanwhileintheloungeRhyswenttoputhisfood

awayandcamebackwiththechips,marshmallows,

juiceandglasses.Heplacedthesnacksonthetable

beforeheopenedthelaptoptoswitchiton.

Minuteslater,Neelocameandhelookedather

again.Thatshirtlookedlikeadressonher.

Neelo:Issomethingwrong?Orit’snottheshirtIwas

supposedtotake?

Rhys:No,nothingiswrong.Sitdown.Youcanpicka

movie.

Shejoinedhim onthecarpetandlookedatthechips

there.Shelovedmarshmallowsandshelookedat

them forafewsecondsbeforelookingatthelaptop

screen.

Neelo:Letusseewhichmoviesarethere.



Rhyswasn’tsureifitwaslustbuthewantedher.He

watchedherreadthemovietitlessilently.Neelofelt

hiseyesonherandsheturnedtolookathim.His

eyeswerefixatedonhim andthatsentchillsdown

herspine.

Neelo:Issomethingwrong?

Rhys:No.

Shepickedamovieandsheclaspedherhands.

Neelo:CanIhavethemarshmallows?

Rhys:Sure..

Shegotthefullpacketandsheopeneditasthe

moviestarted.Rhyslookedatthedurationofthe

movieandleanedbackagainstthesofaashe

watcheditwithher.

30minutesintothemovie,Neelohadfoundherself



pausingthemovie.Themaincharacterwasso

annoying.

Neelo:SorryforthatKeorewaitse....

ShewenttorantaboutthemovieandRhyswas

focusedonthewayherlipsweremoving,kissable.

Neelo:Rhys?OkayIwasjustoverheated.Urgg!

Sheturnedherheadbuthishandmovedtotouch

herchinandwithnowarningatall,hebroughtdown

hisheadtopeckherlipssoftly.Hishandmovedto

holdthebaseofherneckandNeelo’sheartskipped

athousandbeatsatonce,thisescalatedrealfast.

Helookedatherandsmiled.Whydidhehaveto

smileatherrightnow?

Rhys:Gorianawabua?(smiling)

Sheblushedandhechuckledstilllookingather.He

letgoofherneckandhepulledhertohim.Portable

alright.

Neeloawkwardlylookedatthelaptopscreenasshe



unpausedthemovie.Hisarmswerewrapped

protectivelyaroundhershoulders.Asshewatched

themoviesheunconsciouslysnuggledintohim

whilesheatethechips.Shemovedherheadand

lookedathim.

Neelo:Chips??

Rhys:Youcanhavethem..

Neelo:Sure?

Rhys:Yes.

Shefacedthescreenagainandplacedherhead

backonhischest.Hewasn’treallyconcentratingon

themoviejusther.

Whenthemovieendedshesighed.

Neelo:Finally!Shewasstartingtogettome.

Shemovedherheadandlookedathim.



Neelo:Didyouenjoythemovie?

Rhys:Idid.

Neelo:Sowhathappened?

Hebithistongue.Hedidn’tknowwhathappened.

Neelo:Ifigured.Thankyouforlettingmewatcha

movie.

Rhys:Thepleasureisallmine..

Neelo:Areyoualwayssuchagentleman?

Rhys:BabeI’m farfrom beingagentleman...

Neelo:Reallynow?

TheyeyeslockedandNeelowasunawarethatshe

wasstokingaflameshewouldneverbeabletoput

out.Rhysheldhercheek,therewasnowaythey

weregoingbackwiththewaytheywerelookingat

eachother.Hesmiledbeforehebroughthishead

downtokissherlips.Hegentlykissedherand

Neelo’sbloodranhotandcoldinherveins.



Theysharedthatkissthatfeltlikesomethingforeign

toNeelo.Hemovedtoherneckandkissedher

gentlybeforehesuckedonherneckandNeelo

releasedasmallwhimper.Rhysinwardlycursedas

hepickedherupwithoutbreakinghiskiss.He

walkedtothebedroom andclosedthedoorwithhis

footbeforehepinnedheragainstthewall.

Theykissedferventlyandhegroaned,ithasbeena

longwhilesincehisbloodwasrunninglikethis.He

brokethekissandlookedintohereyes,shehadan

innocenceabouther.Hesmiledandpeckedherlips.

Whatwassupposedtoturnintoasimplepeck

turnedintoanotherfullblownkiss.Hekissedher

whileheundidhispants,hisbonerwasalready

straininghisjeansandithurt.Hesteppedoutofhis

jeansashepickedheruptoplaceheronthebed.He

gotridofhist-shirtinsecondsandwasleftinhis

briefs.Neelowasstillrecoveringfrom thosekisses

whenhekissedheragainandgotbetweenherlegs.

Neelocouldfeelallthebloodthathummedinone

area,rememberingthatithasbeenyearssinceshe



lasthadsex.Shebreathedintohisneckasher

handsslidunderhist-shirt.Shefelthismusclesand

packswhileRhyspulleddownhisbriefstoobefore

heremovedhist-shirt.

Heliftedtheshirthewaswearingandhestartedto

rubonherandshemoaned.

Rhys:F-fuck!Idon’thavecondomswithmerightnow.

Neelo:Mmhmm(moaning)

Rhyscouldfeelherwetpantiesandhegroaned.He

removedtheshirtshewaswearingbeforehe

roughlypulleddownhercottonpanties.Herubbed

himselfagainstherflapsandhermoansgotlouder.

Rhys:Uh-fuck!Weshouldstopthisbef-fuck!

Neelo:stop-Uh.Mhmm..

Themotionofhim rubbinghimselfupanddownon

herwassogood.

Rhys:Gaketsenyeee(kissingherneck)we’llstopee..



Therewerenocondomsaroundherebutfuckhe

wantedtofuckher.Hetouchedhercheekkissing

herlipsagainasshemoanedintohismouth.Hewas

goingtojustriskthis,justthisone.

Hishandsmovedtoherthighsasheopenedher

legswiderand#EXPLICIT

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’sfarm

Thefollowingmorning

NeelowasfastasleepwhenRhyswalkedinwith

breakfastinatray.Helookedathersmallfigure

restinginbedandheknewshewastired.Sheturned

tofacetheotherwaywithhereyesstillclosedand

hechuckled.Hehasn’tmetanyonewholooksthis

cuteintheirsleep.Heplacedthetraydownand

walkedoutoftheroom togocheckonthewaterhe

boiledinthekitchen.Hepouredthewaterinthe

bucketandrefilledthekettle.Ayawnescapedhis

lipsashecoveredhismouth,theydidn’tgetany

sleepsoheunderstoodwhyshewasstillasleep.



Hewalkedbacktothebedroom andwatchedher

sleep.Minuteslaterhefoundhimselfwakingherup

gently.Neelo’seyelidsflutteredopenandshelooked

athim.Rhyssmiledandsoftlykissedherlips.

Rhys:Morning.

Neelo:Hi..(softly)

Shesmiledandtriedtositupright.Herthighshurtso

bad,herwomanlypartsevenworse.

Neelo:What’sthetime?

Rhys:afewminutesafter8.

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:Imadebreakfast.EatupandIwillbeback.

Neeloforcedherselftosituprightasheplacedthe

trayonherlap.Hekissedherlipsagainandwalked

out.Inthekitchenhepouredwaterinthebucket

beforeherefilledthekettleoncemore.Thebucket

wasalmostfullbuthewillaskherifshedoeswant



totakeabathnow.

Thebedroom dooropenedandshelookedupas

Rhyswalkedbackinside.

Neelo:Thankyouforthebreakfast.

Rhyssmiled.Hewatchedhertaketinybitesoutof

thefoodbeforeshedrankdownthejuice.She

placedtheglassdownandflashedaprettysmilehis

wayandhewantedtokissher.

Neelo:Done.

Rhys:Thereishotwateryoucanusetobathunless

youwanttosleepandbathlater.Ihavenoproblem

withthatevenifyouwanttospendthenightagain.

Neelolaughedsoftly.

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:Okay?

Neelo:Iwilltakeabath.ThankyouRhys.



Hekissedheronceagainandshelethim.

Rhys:Neelo?

Neelo:Rra?

Rhys:Don’tgotoday.

Shelookedathim beforelaughing.

Neelo:Youpromisedtotakemebacktomyfather’s

farm Rhysand.Youpromised.

Rhys:Justfortoday.

Neelo:Ngng.Eventomorrowtlaboorejustfor

today.Helpmeoffthebed.

Hedidsoandshewrappedatowelaroundherbody

whileRhysbithislowerlipbutheheldbackasshe

pickedherpantiesandwalkedoutofthebathroom.

Rhysandfollowedhertothebathroom.

Neelo:What?

Rhys:Omontle..



Neelo:Thankyou.Uhm whereisthewater?

Rhys:Tlhemmadon’tgo!

Neelo:Rhysand!

Rhys:Please!

Neelo:IshouldleaveRhysand.You’reengagedtobe

marriedanditwilleatmeupknowingIam

destroyingsomeone’srelationship.

Rhysandpulledhertohim andheldherwaist.

Rhys:WhosaidIhaveawomaninmylife?

Neelo:Peopletalk..

Rhys:Babygirl,Idon’thaveawomaninmylife.

You’rethewomaninmylife.

Neelofrowned.Thismust’vebeentheweirdestway

tosaysomeoneisnowyourgirlfriend.Youhavesex

thedaybeforeandthefollowingdayyoutwoarean

item.



Rhys:Don’tletpeoplelietoyou.

Hekissedherlipsslowlyandgentlybeforepicking

herup.

Neelo:Rhys,I’m stillsore.Tlayakametsi.

Rhyslookedatherandhersoftspokennature.She

wasn’tdifficultandthatinawayallowedhim to

respectherwishesbecauseshegotherpointacross

withoutfighting.Heplacedherdownonherfeetand

walkedout.Neelosatonthetoiletseatandlooked

around.Justlikethat?Maybeshewassleepingand

sheneededtowakeupfrom thatdream.Nowaydid

shemeetamanwhoscreamsTROUBLEfrom miles

awayandthereisnowayinhellsheallowedherself

tobemercilesslygetfuckedandenjoyit.Itwas

absolutelyimpossiblethathejustsaidshewasthe

womaninhislife.DoesthishappeninBotswanaor

sheisbackinherfictionalworldagain?

Thedooropenedandheplacedthebucketdown.He

cleanedthebathtubandfilleditwithsomecold



waterbeforepouringhotwaterinside.

Rhys:Yourwaterisready.

Hekissedhercheekandclosedthedooronhisway

out.Neelogotinsidethebathtub,lastnightwas

intenseandsheneededtolistentoherragingnerves

thathadn’tbeenactiveinyears.Hewasarough

rideralright.Shefoundherselflaughingatthat

statement,inawayhehadwarnedhernowhereshe

was.

AtMaRhyshouse

Sheservedtheunclesteaandscones.

MaRhys:Rhysandtoldmeyesterday.

Uncle:Arengmotlogolo?(whatdidmynephewsay)?

MaRhysclappedherhands.Once.Thentwice.She

stillcouldn’tbelieveRubycoulddothattoherson.



Shecouldn’tbelieveit.

MaRhys:Hejustgotoutofprisonakere,gatweRuby

osentsempa(apparentlyRubyhadanabortion)

Uncle2:Heebanna!

Uncle:Jesu!

MaRhys:Rhysandsaidhedoesn’twantheranymore.

Hewantedmetotellyousothatwetellthistoher

family.Hewillbeherenextweek.

Uncle:Isupporthisdecision,whatwasherexcuseto

dothattoournephew?

MaRhys:Idonotknow.

Uncle2:wewillsetameetingandgettothebottom

ofthisbutevenwithoutthefullstory,Rhysdidwell.

Shedidn’thavetokillthechild.

MaRhys:Notatall.

Uncle:Rhysshouldbeherebynextweek.

Theyallagreedandtheunclesagreedthattheywill

setupameetingatRuby’sparentstodiscussthis.



RhyswasdonewithRuby.

AtTutume

KagohadtriedNeelo’sphoneanditwasn’tgoing

through.

MaAone:Weneedtogototheirhouseandweneed

togetoutbrideback,shestillusesourlastname

andthem returningthemagadimeansnothing.

MaAonesaid.Eversincethatgirlleftthefamily

whileinmourningeverythingwentsouth.Themoney

wasgoneandalltheyhadwasAone’semptyhouse

inFrancistown.Theyhadtosellthefurnitureto

sustainthem.MaybeifKagomarriedher,since

seantlowasstillpracticedthingswillgowellintheir

family.

MaAone:Nextweek,wearesendingyourunclesto

godiscussthatmatter,sheisstillourbrideandis

partofthefamily.



Kago:Yeah.

TheonlyreasonwhyKagowasnotagainstthiswas

becausehelovedNeelofrom adistanceandhaving

herashiswifewouldbeadream cometrue.Having

toholdhercloseandwakeusnexttohereachday

andherevenhavinghisbabies.

AtRhysand’sfarm

Neelosatonthebedandmassagedherthighs.Her

pantieswerestillwetandshewasgoingtohaveto

waittilltheydriedandthengetreadytoleave.The

bedroom dooropenedandRhyswalkedinhis

boxers.

Rhys:Bored?

Neelo:Mhm.Don’tyouhavenovels?

Rhys:No.Tlhemmatlakwano(pleasecomehere)

Shelookedathim andshegotoffthebedwalkingto



him.Hislargeframeengulfedherandhelookedat

her.

Rhys:Don’tyouwanttoeatsomething?

Neelo:Stillfullfrom earlier.Sinceyougotwhatyou

wanted,youcanstopbeingagentlemanRhysand.

Hechuckledandkissedherneck,sendingbutterflies

toherstomach.

Rhys:Youstilldon’tknowme.IfIwantedsexI

wouldn’thavetoworkforitNeelo.

Neelohadasaidthatbecauseshehadbeenused

backinhervarsitydays.Thatboyplayedherlikeayo

-yoandshetoldherselfshewon’tallowherselftobe

usedlikethat.Shewasn’tgoingtohurtherselfwith

hopethathemeantwhathesaidearlieron.Atthis

pointinherlife,allshewantedwasalovethatlasts

andagoodguy.We’reherexpectationstoohigh?

Theexplicitmightbepostedatnightortomorrow

morning.Thankyou
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AtRhysand’sfarm

RhysandpulledNeeloclosertoherashetoldher

aboutthebreedshecurrentlyhadintheKarl.

Neelo:WhereshouldIbuyfrom?

Rhys:Irecommendfarmersfrom Tuliblock.

Neelo:Dulynoted.

Shestoppedwalkingandlookedaroundinherhat.

Rhyspulleddownherhatandsheslappedhishands

awaylaughing.

Neelo:Ican’tseetlherrawena.

Shefixeditandlookedaround.Operationbuildup



herfather’sfarm waswellunderway.

Neelo:Stillonthecattleissue,ifIdoventureinto

rearingcattleformeathowfarwillthatgo?

Rhys:Notveryfar.BMCicclosedkoFrancistownand

thecurrentBMCbranchesdonotpayfarmerson

time.Wellit’seitherthatortheypaypeanuts.

Imagineputtinginlovetheworkforyourcowstobe

healthyandyouareunderpaidyetyouspentmore

thanthatinraisingthosecattle.

Neelo:Makesalotofsensebuttherearebutcheries

around.

Rhys:Don’ttellmetheywillhonestlypayalotof

moneyforyourcow?Theyaresmallbutcheries

Neelo.

Neelo:Idon’tknowthen.

Rhys:Whyareyousofocusedonthelivestock

aspectofagriculture?

Neelo:Livestockisbetterthancrops,lookat

Botswana’sseasonalrainfall.Ifitdoesn’trainwhen

expectedIam doomedandthemoneyspentin



tractors.Besidespapadoesn’thavethatmuchland

tobeabletogrowcropsandsellthem largescale

henceI’m moreintothepastoralfarmingofit.I

won’tbeabletomanageboth.

Rhysnodded.

Neelo:Iwillthinkaboutit,Ithinkpapaagreedjust

becauseitwasmewhowassuggestingsuch.

Rhys:Maybehesawpotential.

Neelolaughed.

Neelo:Iknownothing.Iwasbadatagricultureat

schoolRhys.Iam surepapakeptonaskinghimself

ifIwashisdaughter.

Rhys:Butyoucanlearn.

Neelo:Mhhm..

Theyslowlywalkedbacktothehouse,itwasaten

minutewalkandshelikedthateverythingwasclose

by.Madeiteasyforhim tomonitoritall.Hisarms

werearoundherandshesmiled.Shehopedhedid

notforgettotakehertoherfather’sfarm.



Whentheyarrivedatthehouse,sheremovedherhat

andyawned.Shewaswalkingeventhoughher

thighshurt?Shesurprisesherselfsometimes.She

satdownandyawned.

Rhys:Youshouldrest.

Neelo:ifthat’sanattempttomakemestayhere

anothernight,itwon’tworkRhysand.

Shegotoffthecouchandwalkedtothebedroom.

Shestuffedherdirtyclothesinthebagandshe

pickedthebagalongwithhersmallone.Shewalked

tothesittingroom andplacedthebagsdown.

Rhys:That’saclearmessage.

Neelo:Ihopeit’sloudtoo.

Hechuckled.

Rhys:Youwanttogonow?

Neelo:Eerra.

Rhys:Letmegostartthecarthen.



Hepickedhiscarkeysfrom thetablethenwalked

outside.Heunlockedthecarasheapproached.

MeanwhileNeelolookedaroundthehouse,shestill

couldn’tbelievethatshewashisgirlfriendalready.

Thewayheputit,showedthathewasnotdebating

withheratall.

Sheplacedherhandsonherlapwaitingforhim to

come.Minuteslaterhesteppedinsidethehouse.

Rhys:Let’sgo.

Hegotherbagseventhoughshecouldcarrythem

herself.

Neelo:Youdon’thaveto.

AtRuby’sparents



Rubywasdonecrying.Maybeheforgothowitfelt

whentheywereinlove.Thiswasjustoneofthe

problemscouplesencountered,heforgaveherfor

sendinghim toprisonsothatwasnotafactor.The

abortionwasnotsupposedtohappenandshecould

havetalkedtohim aboutit.Sheadmitsshemadea

mistakebutshestillloveshim.Onedoesnotget

overthepersontheyloveinjustaweek.

Ruby:Godhelpmefightformymanplease,Lord

showmetheway.

Shewastryingtomaketheworseseem better,he

hadamillionreasonstoquitonthem andwalkaway

butheneededonegoodreasontostay.Shewas

goingtoremindhim abouteverythingtheyhad.How

theymet,howtheyfellinloveandwhenheproposed

marriage.

Rubyfoundherselfsmilingasshewentdown

memorylane,okaysheknewhim buthedidn’tknow



her.Shehadtoadmitthathelookedsomuchbetter

inpersonthaninthepictures.Allrawmasculinity

andmuscle.Howthatinkmadehim oneofthe

baddestboystoeverwalkintoherlife.Okayhewas

abadboybutthatbadboywaswillingtomove

heavenandearthforher.Shewasgoingtomake

amends.

Shesatcrossleggedonthebedasshethoughtof

waysshewasgoingtousetoremindhim.She

shouldalsocheckonhim tomorrow.

AtRaN’sfarm

Aftera20minutedrive,Rhysparkedhiscarandhe

lookedatthesmallhouse.Itlookedcosy.

Neelolookedathim andsmiled.Hekepthispromise

thistime.

Rhyskissedherandsheleanedmoreintohim ashis

tongueexpertlyexploredhermouth.Hemovedhis



handtoherleftbreastandsqueezedgentlyeliciting

amoanfrom her.Hisotherhandmovetothe

waistlineofhertights.Whydidshehavetowear

tights?Hewantedtopushthem downalongwithher

panties,ifitwasuptohim shewouldn’thavetowear

pantieswhenhewasaround.

Neelo:UhRhys.Stop...

Hestoppedimmediatelyandlookedather.

Neelo:I’m stillsore.

Hesighedandnodded.Hekissedhercheek.She

wasprobablystillexhaustedandhehadseenhow

shehadbeenwalkinghalfthedayeventhoughshe

didn’twanttoelaborateonthesoreness.Hegotout

ofthecarandgotherbagsfrom thebackseat.Neelo

gotoutofthecarandwalkedbehindhislargeframe.

Hegottothedoorandshegothersmallbagfrom

him.Shesearchedforthehousekeysandsheused

them tounlockthehouse.



Neelo:Uhm youcanhaveaseat.

Rhys:I’m notstayingforlongbabe.

Shenodded.Thissoundedlikeagoodbye.Theone

wheretheguygotwhathewantedandwasgoingto

letherdownslowsoIitdoesn’tseem likeheused

her.Shewasabiggirlandshehadanticipatedthis

inaway,besidessheagreedtothesexanditwas

mindblowing.

Rhyswatchedherfacialexpressionsandfrowned.

Therewasadeephurtinhereyes.Sheshruggedand

smiledathim.

Neelo:Alright.Thankyousomuchforbringingme

home.

Rhys:Isthereanythingwrong?

Neelo:Notatall.

Thebagwasalreadyonthefloorandhewasstillon

hisfeet.

Rhys:Comehere.



Shewalkedtohim andheliftedherheadup.

Rhys:Sure?

Neelo:Eerra.

Rhys:Iam notamindreaderNeelo.Ifthereis

anythingthatisbotheringyoudotellme,Ihate

havingtoguesswhyyou’reupsetoryourmindis

suddenlyoff.

Neelo:Eerra.

Rhys:Sothereisnothingwrong?

Neelo:Nothingatall.

Helookedintohereyestryingtosearchforthe

emotionhesawearlierinhereyes.Hekissedher

forehead.

Rhys:Ifyousayso.Ihavetogookay?

Neelo:Okay.Bye!



Hekissedherforeheadagainandlethergo.He

walkedoutandNeelosatdowninthesofa.She

wasn’tevengoingtoaskhim ifheiscomingbackor

itwasallahoaxtomakehersleepwithhim

regardlessofthefactthathehadafiancée.She

sighedandleanedbackclosinghereyes.Sheshould

focusonimprovingherfather’sfarm.

.

.

*

*

*

AWEEKLATER

N.B:Let’sworktogethertoreachthetargetpeople.

Westillhavethreemoreinsertstogoandthe

explicit.Let’sreachthetarget.Idon’twanttotalk

muchaboutreachingthetarget.Dobest.



TROUBLED

#25

AtNeelo’sparents

RaNeelowashavinghismorningteawithhiswife

byhissidewhenadoorknockdisruptedtheir

morningpeace.

MaN:Whocoulditbe?

RaN:Ihavenoidea.

Hiswifestoodupandwenttoopenthedoor.She

wasastonishedtoseeAone’smother,whatwhere

theydoinginheryard?

MaN:Goodmorning,howcanIassistyou?

MaAone:Goodmorning,MaNeelo..

MaNeelowasamazedatthelevelofhumblenessin



hertone.Whatwasgoingon?

MaAone:Thereissomethingthatwewouldliketo

discuss..

MaN:Okay.Comein.

SheopenedthedoorwiderandMaAonewalkedin

alongwithherhusbandandtwootherelders.Ra

Neelofrownedasheplacedhisteacupdown.Now

hehastoleavehiscupofteatoattendtothese

peoplewhom heknewverywellmistreatedhis

daughterbutNeelobeingthedignifiedandhumble

girlheraiseddidn’twanttostartsquabblesandjust

toldthem she’llbealright.

RaAone:Dumelangbatsadi.

MaNeelosatnexttoherhusbandasherhusband

greetedback.

RaAone:Wehaveanimportantandburningissuewe

havetodiscusswithyou.

RaN:Wearelistening.



RaNeelolistenedcarefullyastheirlaidtheircards

onthetable.Hedidn’twanttoreactinanywayto

whattheyweresayingwhilehiswifewasjust

shocked.Shedidn’tknowwhattosaytothese

people.

RaAone:Inotherwords,NeeloisstillAone’sbride

andsheisstillourdaughterinlaw.Sheusesourlast

nameandthereforeitwon’tbewrongforKagoto

takecareofhisbrother’swife.

RaN:YouwantmydaughtertomarryAone’sbrother.

MaAone:Ee.

RaN:Whydidwereturnmagadi?

Theyallkeptquiet.

RaN:Mydaughterisnotobligatedtomarryyourson

orissheforcedtoagreeintothisnonsensicalidea

ofyours.Sheleftwithoutacentandreturnedthe

magadimoney.Ngwanayolewarenna,yagoreo

dirisasefanesamanggadinkamemmengwanake

gaanyalekogalona.(thatchildismine,tdoesn’t



matterwhosesurnamesheusesbutsheisnot

marryingintoyourfamily)Itwillhappenovermy

deadbody.

RaAone:It’sculture.

RaN:Seantloisathingofthepast,mydaughter

won’tbetrappedintosuchnonsense.Yougotyour

magadimoneysoleavemyhouseplease.

MaAone:whereisNeelo?Shecanspeakforherself..

MaN:Ngng.Nooneisstressingmydaughter,where

sheisisnoone’sbusiness.Pleaseleavemy

husband’syardandnevercomeback.

MaAonechuckled.

MaAone:Thisissueisnotover,wewillbebackto

discussitwhenNeeloisaroundsothatshecan

makethedecisionherself.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandleftleavingtheJones

amazed.Wow!

RaN:batlwaelangwanake.(Theydon’ttakemychild

seriously)



MaN:Thata.Eketebakarathwaketladi(wishthey

couldgethitbylightning)

Meanwhileinthecar,KagotriedNeelo’sphoneas

hisparentsapproached.Herphonewasn’tgoing

through.Itwasmostprobablyoff.

MaAonegotinthecarfollowedbyherhusbandand

thetwoelders.

MaAone:Neelowasn’taround.Wewillcomeback

whensheisaround.Wewillwaitforafewdaysand

keepcomingtocheck.Iknewtheywouldbeangry

butthemoretheythinkaboutit,themoretheywill

seethatitmakessense.

Kagostartedthecarandhopedhecouldgetahold

ofNeelobeforetheytellhersohecouldwooherand

seewheretotakeitfrom there.

AtRuby’sparents



MaRubycheckedonRubywhohasbeeninamuch

lightermoodthisweek.

MaRuby:Don’tforgetthattomorrow,Rhysandhis

elderswillbehere.

Ruby:Eemma.

Rubynodded.Shewillgocheckonhim tonightto

seeifshecanconvincehim otherwisewiththeir

memories.Rightnowsheshouldchillandrelax.

AtRaN’sfarm

Neelo’snailstoreintohisbackashepumpedinand

outofher.Hersoftmoanskepthim goingasshe

spasmedbeneathhim andhetwitchedwhileburied

deepinsideifher.

Neelo:Uh...Oooh!

Hewasabouttocomewhenhepulledoutandcame



alloverherflatstomach.Hecursedunderhisbreath

andkissedherlips.Hewasfollowinghercommand,

ithadbeenhardtopulloutfirsttimeespeciallywhen

shehadkepthim onlockwithherlegsandfuck,he

wantedtonutinherbuthehadtopullout.Shewas

neartearstwodaysagosayingthatshedoesn’t

wanttofallpregnantandallthat.

Neelobreathedhardassheopenedhereyes,she

lookedathim andrubbedhisbeard.

Rhys:Ilistenedthistimemam.

Shechuckledfeelinghisstickycum onherstomach.

Hegotoffherandgotatoweltowipeitoff.

Rhys:Wabonagonnamomasimo,thereisnohot

water.

Neeloyawned.

Rhys:Don’tsleepyet,it’sstillmorning.

Neelo:Iknow.Youkeptmeuplastnight.

Rhys:Sorrybabe..(kissinghercheek)



Helaidnexttoherandpulledhertohim.

Rhys:I’m goingtothevillagelateron.

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:Comewithme.

Neelo:It’sokay,youcango.

Rhys:Neelo?

Neelo:Rra?

Rhys:Wecangotogetherandwecangettestedthe

dayaftertomorroworeventomorrowinthe

afternoon.

Neeloturnedtofacehim,hedoeshaveapointand

theyhavebeenhavingunprotectedsex.

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:You’llgowithme?

Neelo:Eerra.

Hekissedherneck.Theyneededtowashupand

maybepassbyhisfarm todaygoingtothevillage.



Rhys:Weshouldgetuporelsewearegoingtofall

asleep.

Neelo:Okay.

Shesaidassheplacedherheadonhischestandhe

laughed.

Neelo:Kelapile..(Iam tired)

Rhys:Youaregoingtohavetokeepuplittlemama..

Hemovedherheadandlaughedasshewhined.

Rhys:Let’sgoboilthewater.

Neelo:Thereisnothingsexyaboutboilingwater.

Rhys:Oratadilo,tlareye(youlikethings,let’sgo)

Hepickedherupandplacedherdownonherfeet.

Neelo:It’scold.

Rhysraisedaneyebrowandshelookedathim with

astraightface.Heworehisboxersandgrabbeda



fleeceblanketwrappingitaroundher.

Rhys:Happy?

Neelo:It’sbetterthannothing.

Heshookhisheadandshelaughedasshewalked

besideshim.

Neelo:Justsoyouknowthereisnothingsexyabout

boilingwateronastoveRhysand.Justsaying.

Rhys:Otshabametsi.(youareascaredofwater)

Neelo:Me?No,it’sstilltoocoldforabath.

Laterthatday

Neelogotdressedinherwoolendressandshegot

herbag.Rhyshadleftearlierandsaidhewasgoing

tothefarm togetready.

Shesatdownonthechairasshethoughtaboutthe

eventsthattookplacethepastweek.Shereally



hopedshewasn’tsettingherupfordisappointment.

Itwasnottolatetostopwhateverthatwas

happeningbetweenherandRhysandandmoveon

asifhedidn’texist.

Sheheardthecarengineandsheassumedhewas

back.Shepulledthesleevesofherdressasshe

stoodup.Shehadhersmallbagwithherandshe

madeamentalnotetogetmorebooksfrom her

parentshouse.Shewillalsoletherfatherknow

abouttheprogressshemade.

RhyssteppedinsideandNeelolookedup.

Neelo:Wecango.Wewon’tarrivetherelate?

Rhys:alittleafterseven.

Neelo:Okay.

Shewalkedoutashefollowed.Shelockedthe

houseandbothofthem madetheirwaytothecar.

Rhys:Wewillpassbytheshopswhenwegetthere,

forsomethingtoeat.(pullingherseatbelt.)



Neelo:Youdon’thaveto.Youcanjustdropmeoff

myparentshouse.

Rhys:Aren’tyouhungry?

Neelo:Iam b-

Rhys:Nobutsbabe.

Hereversedanddroveoff.

.

.

*

*

*



TROUBLED
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AtBobonong

RhysparkedhiscarandlookedatNeelo.

Rhys:Let’sgobuysomethingfrom theshops.

Neelo:Yougoa-

Rhys:Ypuarenotremaininginthecarmma.

Neelo:Fine.

Hegotofthecarandwaitedforher.Shewalkedto

hissideandheextendedhishandforher,shetookit

andtheywalkedtotheshops.

Rhys:You’renotcold?

Neelo:It’sabitchillythough.

Heletgoofherhandandremovedhisjacket,placed

itonhershouldersandhewasleftinhisblack



turtleneck.

Neelo:Rhysthegentleman(laughing)thankyou.

Rhyssmiledastheywalkedhandinhandtalking.He

wasjustwatchinghertalkandthewayhereyeslit

upwhenshewasnarratingthelatestnovelsheread

thisweek.

Rhys:Whichcoursedidyoustudy?

Neelo:Archivesandrecordsmanagement.Anyway

asIwassayingbabe...

Shestoppedandasmilecurvedonhislips.Itwas

thefirsttimesheaddressedhim assuchandshe

didn’tknowwhethertojumpforjoyorfreakoutthat

shemightgetattachedtoamanthatisnothers.

Rhys:I’m listening.

Shejustletthatslipslideandshewenttotellhim as

hegotabasketandtheyheadedtodifferentaisle

sectionswhiletheytalkedandkissedinbetween

Rhys:Tsayadimarshmallow.



Shepickedthem from theshelfandplacedthem in

thebasket.Shestoppedwalkingasshespottedher

parents.Shewassurehermothersawherbecause

theywerelookingateachother.

Neelo:Flip!Emahapelegame.(Standinfrontofme)

Rhyswasconfusedashelookedather.Neelo

lookeddownandpretendedtobeheadingtheother

waysothattheywon’tseeher.Rhyswasleftinthe

middleoftheaislewonderingwhatthehellwas

goingon.Helookedaheadandhesawsomeonehe

wassureherecognized.HelookedbackandNeelo

wasnowheretobeseen.Helookedaheadandthat

wasMrJones.Hewaswalkingoutofthestorewith

hiswife.Hekeptonplacingthingsinthebasketand

outofnowhereNeeloappeared.

Rhys:And?

Neelo:Yousawthosetwo?Myparents?Theydidsee

medidthey?Bathongtheyaregoingtoask

questionswhenIarrivedathomelate.Kebopast

sevenandtheyactlikeinterrogationofficerswhereI

am concerned.



RhysburstintolaughterandNeelolightlyslapped

hisbicep.

Neelo:Tlherrasetshege.(pleasedon’tlaugh)

Rhys:Neeloyouareactinglikeateenagerwhois

goingtogetscoldedifherparentsknewshewas

dating.

Neelo:Iam notgoingtogetscoldedbutit’sweird.

WhatiftheysawuskissingRhys?Modimowaaka!

Rhysplacedthebasketdownandheldhershoulders.

Rhys:Babe?

Shelookedupathim.

Rhys:Breathinandoutandremindyourselfthatyou

areagrownwomanmysweetthing.Dothat.

Shedidthatoverandoveragain.

Rhys:Youarewhat?

Neelo:Agrownwoman.Iam agrownwoman.



Rhys:Repeatitoverandoveragain.

Neelo:Yohshesawme!johjoh!

Rhyslaughedandshewantedtohithim overand

overagain.Itwasnotfunnyatall.

Rhys:EvenifyougetupsetwearehereandIam not

sureifIwillbeheadingbacktothefarm inthenext

fewdays.

Neelo:What?(eyeswidening)

Neelo:Rhysandomoloitlherra...

Helaughedashersmallvoiceranginhisearwhile

walkingtothetill.

Neelo:Andyouaresmiling.Youaresogoingtopay

forthis..

Rhysandbenthisheadandwhisperedinherear.

Rhys:OskalekagontimakukuNeelo.Yarennayeo.

Hercheeksreddenedandshepushedhim backas



hegaveheranaughtysmile.Peoplewerewatching

andhewassayingsuch.

Helaughedandkissedhercheeksastheyjoinedthe

line.ItwasnotalongoneandNeelowassilenttill

afterhepaid.

Rhys:Youarequietnow?

Neelo:Youaregoingtolaughatme,numbertwowa

lowatlherrawena!NumberthreeIam scaredof

goinghome..

Helaughedandshelookedathim.

Neelo:Exactlymypoint.

Rhys:SpendthenightandIwilldropyouhomeinthe

morningee.

Neelo:Goreolaleonjabosigojotlhe?Nnyaarra.

Hiseyeswidenedandhelaughed.Didshejustsay

that?WithaplainfaceNeelogotthekeysfrom his

jacketpocketandunlockedthedoor.Sheopened

thebackseatdoorsohecanputtheplasticsthere

andshewalkedtothepassengerseat,waitingfor



him tojoinher.

Rhys:Youaregoingtohavetoeatfirstandatmy

placeandthereisfoodandyouarescaredofgoing

homenow(smiling)

Neelo:it’snotevenfunny.Ihateyou.

Rhys:Noyoudon’t,buckleupsweetthing.

Shebuckledupandhandedhim hiscarkeyssohe

canstartthecar.

Rhys:Evenifyousulk,youknowyouarespending

thenightbecauseyoudon’twanttoanswer

questionsathome.

Neelo:Don’ttalktome.

Shefacedtheotherwayandheburstoutin

uncontrollablelaughter.HislaughinggottoNeelo

andshesmiledalittlebitwhilefoldingherarms.He

kissedhercheekandsheplayfullypushedhim away

buthekeptonkissinghercheektillshelaughed.



Neelo:GaokgatlheRice(youarenotfunnyRice)

Rhys:Rice?

Neelo:Ee.Riceasintasticrice,spekkorice.

Hestoppedlaughingandshelaughed.

Neelo:See?NowIhavethelastlaugh.

Heshookhisheadchucklingandhereversedoutof

theparkingspot.

AtNeelo’sparents

MaNeelolookedatherhusbandandfrowned.

MaN:IsitbecauseImissNenetoomuchorisitold

age?

RaN:whatisit?

MaN:IthinkIsawherattheshop.



RaNshookhisheadwithalightchuckle.

RaN:Neneisatthefarm.Whatwouldbeshedoing

here?Ifshewashere,shewould’vebeenherebefore

middaybecausesheisbigonkeepingtime.

MaN:No,IknowwhatIsaw.ThatwasNenethrough

andthrough.

RaN:let’seatoursupperandsleep.

MaNcouldseeherhusbanddidnotbelieveherso

sheletitslide.

AtRhysand’shouse

RhysplacedNeeloontopofthekitchencounteras

sheatehermarshmallows.Rhyshadmade

somethingtoeatbeforetheyhadashowerandshe

worehisshirt.Hewasinhisboxersandthehouse

waswarm soitwasn’tcoldatall.

Rhys:Yousee..

Neelo:I’m onlyherebecauseIswearmom sawme



andsheisgoingtoaskquestions.

Rhys:ShouldIdr-

Neelo:Noooo.I’lltakeataxihome.

Rhys:BathongNeelo!

Neelo:Youwon’tunderstand.

Rhysplacedhishandsonbothofhersidesandbit

herlowergently.Neelofeltwetnesspoolingbetween

herlegsandshedidn’tknowwhyhehadinsisted

shedoesn’twearherpanties.

Rhys:IknowIlovesexbutthis?(shakinghishead)

Hepickedherupandmadeherwrapherlegsaround

hisbareinkedtorso.Herbackwasagainstthewall

insecondsandshedidn’tknowwhenhelostthe

boxersbutshescreamedashepenetratedher

alreadysorep***sy.

Hekisssedherneckgentlywhilehefuckedher

againstthewall.Theorgasm wavehitthem sofast



thattheycameatonceandRhysdidn’thavetimeto

pullout,heoffloadedhissemenintohergroaning.

Theybothbreathedhardasheslowlyputherlegs

down.Herkittenspurtedthewhiteliquidasitflowed

downherlegs.Sheplacedherhandsonhistorso

tryingtoregainhermarbles.Shedidn’tknowwhat

thehellthatwasbutitwasintense.Sheblinked

rapidlyandclosedhereyesbeforeopeningthem

again.Shelookeddownandfeltthestickyliquidthat

flowedbetweenherlegs.Hedidnotjust...

Shebreathedinandout.Shelookedathim andhe

kissedher.

Rhys:I’m sorry.

Neelo:I-I..yoh!

Rhys:I’m sorryautwe,heybabelookatme.(holding

herchin)

Rhys:Itwasn’tonpurpose..

Whenhewantedtosaymoreadoorknocksounded



from theloungeandshejustmovedawayfrom him.

Neelo:Youcananswerthedoor.

Shewalkedoutandhepulleduphisboxerswalking

outofthekitchen.

Rhys:Ba-

Shehadalreadydisappeareddownthepassageand

hesighed.Shewillbefine.Hewalkedtothedoor

andopenedit.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’shouse

Rhysandcoveredhisface.Notthisagain.Notnow.

Healreadyhadapinupsetwomaninhisbedroom

andshewassulkingawayandhedidn’tneedthis

one.

Ruby:Whoisshe?

Rhysandlookedather.Whycouldn’titclickinher

headthatitwasoveralready?

Ruby:Whowereyoutalkingto?

ShetriedtolookpastRhysandbuthewasn’tmoving

from thedoor.

Ruby:Wow!Alittlesquabbleandyouarealready



bringingslutsintothehouse?

Rhys:Areyouhearingyourselfrightnow?Rubythis?

Usdoesn’texist..

Ruby:Rhysandwhoisshe?

Heshookhisheadandshetookagoodlookathim.

Helookedlikeamanwhohassatiated,hisneeds

satisfiedandshewasdisturbinghim.

Tearswelledinhereyesasshelookedathim.

Ruby:Don’tdothistousRhys.Westillhaveashotat

thislovething.

Rhys:Rubysitdownandthinkaboutwhathappened.

It’sallonyouandyoustillthinktheworldrevolves

aroundyou.Getoutofthatlittlebubbleandknow

thatyouhurtahumanbeingbutyoudon’tseethat.

Ruby:IknowandIapologized.Wecanworkthisout.

Rhys:Rubyit’sover.

Hertearsrolleddownhereyes.Shetriedtolookpast



thedoorbuthislargeframewashidingtheview.

Ruby:Youlittleslut,Ihopeyousleepwithaneye

openknowingthatyouaresleepingwithamanwho

hasafiancéeandhisfamilyknowsher.Gaona

kgala(youhavenoshame)(shouting)

Rhysmovedfrom thedooranclosedit.

Rhys:Rubynotinyourwildestthinkyoucandoas

youpleaseinmyhouse.Getthefuckout!

Hepushedherandshekeptonscreaming

profanitiesatthewomanwhowasinthehouse.

MeanwhileinthehouseNeelolistenedsilently.She

knewit.Sheshould’velistenedtoherinstinctbut

stupidNeelogaveintotheheat.Shewasstupid.He

wastroubleandshewasbeingcursedforbreaking

anotherwoman’shome.Shedidn’twanttocrybut

shemightjustleaveatthismoment,nomatterhow

lateitwas.

Shegotridofhisshirtandworeherpantiessilently



singinginhermindsothatshedoesn’tcry.

MeanwhileRhysshovedRubytowardsherhouse.

Ruby:Soyouhavealittlecheaptotinthereandthat’s

whyyouleftme?

Rhys:Getout,youarecrazy.Thereisnous.

RhysclosedthegateasRubycriedinfrontofthe

gate,hereshewastryingtofixtheirrelationshipand

hewassleepingwithanotherwoman.Thepain

intensifiedandshewailedoutsidetherewhileRhys

lookedather.Hewasn’tgoingtofooledbyher

antics,youcan’tdoapersonwrongandactlikethe

victim.Thiswastherealworld.

Hewalkedtothehouseandopenedthedoor.He

foundNeeloputtingonherdressandhershoes.Her

smallbagwasinhand.

Rhys:Whereareyougoing?



Neelo:Ican’tdothis.

Rhys:Youcan’tdowhat?

Neelo:Yo-

Herchestconstrictedandshelookeddown.Her

tearsblurredhereyesasherlungsfeltlikethey

weren’treceivingenoughoxygen.Thisseemedlikea

panicattacktoher.

Rhys:Fuck!

Rhysbentdownandsatherdownslowlyandgently.

Hebentinfrontofher.

Rhys:Breathebabe.Breath.

Shebreathedandmoretearsfilledhereyes.

Rhysandrubbedherkneesasthetearsrolleddown

hercheeks.Hewantedhertotalk.

Neelo:I-Youhaveafiancée.

Rhys:Neelobabe,Ineedyoutofullytrustmeokay?



Shedidn’tsayanythingormoveanypartofherbody

toshowthatsheagreesordisagrees.

MeanwhileoutsideRubywipedhertearsandopened

thegate,asgentlyasshecould.Shetooksmallsoft

stepstothehouse.Thiswasnotover,notbyalong

shot.Shestoodbythedoorandlistened.

Inthesittingroom RhyslookedatNeelo.

Rhys:Babeisyourbreathingfine?

Shenoddedandhesighed.Hehelpedheruponher

feetandhuggedherrubbingherback.

Rhys:Listentome,Isaidyouarethewomaninmy

liferightnow.Molekesetsenwasaexandshe

hasn’tgottenoverthefactthatweareover.When

youaremuchmorecalmerIwilltellyoumoreabout

it.Rightnow,Ionlyhaveyouautwebabe?

Shenodded.

Rhys:Good.IknowpeopletalkandmovingforwardI

needyoutobestrongmylittlesweetthingokay?



Hewasn’tonlyontheRubyissue.Hewasawanted

manandhewasintocrimeshewouldn’tdare

mentiontoNeelo.Shewasasinnocentasthey

comesonotnow.

Rhys:Areweclear?Breathingfine?

Shenoddedagainandheliftedherhead.Heused

histhumbtowipethetearsandplacedherhead

backonhistorso.

OutsideRubywasfumingwithanger.Hehasn’t

mentionedhernamebutsheknewhehadawoman

insidethere.Hergutintuitionneverlies.Shewanted

toburstthedooropenandripthatwoman’shairoff

buthejustcalledheracrazyexandthatwouldfuel

totheexpart.Sheneededaplan.Sheneededto

think.

Shemovedfrom thedoorandwalkedoutsidethe

yard,shedidn’tbotherclosingthegate.Shewillsee



whattodoatherparentshouse.Tomorrowwasthe

meetingandshewouldmakeeverythingwork

againsthim.Afewweeksinthevillageandalready

hewassellingdreamstosomepoorvillagegirl.

Whatashame.Thatmanwashers.

Rhysheldherinhisarms.Shejumpedto

conclusionsandhewasgoingtoaddressthis

tomorrowmorning.Rightnow,shewasdistraught.

Rhys:Let’sgetyoutobed.

Hepickedherupandwalkedbacktothebedroom.

Heplacedherdownandstartedtopullthedress

overherhead.Hegrabbedtheshirtshejusttookoff

andmadeherwearit,buttoningitup.

Rhys:I’lljoinyouinbedlateronokay?(placingheron

thebed)

Hecoveredherupandkissedherforehead.From

sulkingtocrying?Womenwerewireddifferently.



Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Hewalkedtothe

loungeandswitchedonhisphone.Hewaitedafew

minutesforallmessagestoreportandheclicked

thefirstmessagefrom Alex.Hehadsentthe

informationviaemail.Heshouldlookintoitbefore

sleeping.

AtAlex’shouse

Alex’sphonebeepedwithamessageanditwas

from hisbrother.Hesaidhejustsawthedocuments.

Hesmiledandplacedthephonedown.Lessthana

minutelater,hisgirlfriendhadsnuggledupagainst

him.Howhechosethiscrazywoman?Hehadno

ideatoo.

Her:SoifIwaspregnantwhatwouldhappen?

Alex:SimpleWawa,Iwouldtakecareofyouandthe

baby.

Shelookedathim.Shehadn’tbeenexpectingthis



andshedidn’tknowhowsheneverreadthesignsor

shewastoopreoccupiedwithalwaysfightingwith

him.

Wawa:Iam pregnant.

Alex’sjawdropped.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtAlex’shouse

Heclosedhismouthandlookedathisgirlfriend.She

waspregnant?Hewassurprisedbuthewas

expectingachild?

Wawa:Alex?Saysomething.

Alex:Iam justsurprisedthat’sall,howfaralongare

you?

Wawa:Youdon’tsoundhappyorexcitedaboutthis

butthenagainwhatwasIexpecting,meandthis

childwillbeasecret.

ShestoodupandAlexheldherhand.

Alex:Nowyouareupsettingyourself.Sitdown.



Hepulledherdownandwrappedanarm aroundher

shoulders.

Alex:Wawawee?

Wawa:Rra?

Alex:Alothashappenedinmyfamilyandwhenthe

timeisright,everythingwillfallintoplace.Don’t

stressyourpregnantselfokay?

Wawa:Okay.Ifoundouttodayusingapregnancy

testkit.

Alex:Wecagototheclinicorhospitalandregister

yourpregnancy.

Wawa:Iwouldlikethat.

Alex:Iam notsurewhenmybrotherwillbebackhere

butIcanintroduceyouguys.

Wawa:WhateveryousayAlex.Wait,youmeanRi-

something?

Alex:Rhysand.

Wawa:Rise?



Alex:That’snotthecorrectpronunciation.

Wawa:Okayhisnamethenhoweverwayit’s

pronounced.

Alex:Yes.

Wawalaidherheadonhischestandheranhis

fingersthroughherhair.Hesighedandlookedather.

Themorehethoughtaboutit,Wawamightnotbe

crazyafterall.Itmightbehisfaultthatshewaslike

this.Heknewsheknewaboutthecheatingandhe

alwaysusedthefactthattheyhadbrokenupto

cheatwhenhehadbeencheatingallalong.

Hekissedherforeheadandshejustsmiledasshe

changedtvchannels.Hewilltrytodobetter,forher

andthechild.

Thefollowingmorning



AtRhysand’shouse

Rhyswokeupfirstandshewasstillfastasleepwith

herheadcomfortablyonhischest.Shemoved

closerandhecouldfeelhersoftbreathesagainst

hisnipple.Hehadtogobutapartofhim wishedhis

familycouldhandleeverythingonhisbehalfsohe

didn’thavetoshowup.

Heranhisfingersdownherbackandshemurmured

somethinginhersleep.

Rhys:Babe?

Hewokeherupagainandshefinallyopenedher

eyes.

Rhys:Morning.

Neelo:Morning..

Heattemptedtokissherbutshemovedherhead.

Rhys:Neelowhat’swrong?

Neelo:IthinkIam goingtogohome.

Rhys:Neelo?



Shesatuprightandremovedtheblankets.Rhys

lookedather,shewasgettingonhisnervessoearly

inthemorning.

Rhysheldhersmallhandasshetriedtogetoutof

bedandforcedhertolookathim.

Rhys:NeeloIam notamindreader,Itoldyouthis.If

thereissomethingbotheringyou,youtalkorIam

goingtofucktheattitudeoutofyouNeelo.

Neelo’seyesmovedtohishandonhersandbackat

him.Hewasn’tjokingwashe?

Rhys:Iam waiting.

Neelo:YouhaveafiancéeRhysandIdon’twanttobe

theotherwoman.Myconsciencewon’tletmebe.

Rhys:AndItoldyou,youarenot.

Neelo:Withanexthatstillshowsupandinsultsme,I

havedealtwithenoughinsultsandmistreatmentto

lastmealifetime.Iam seekingpeaceandIdon’t

wantthisifitdisruptsmypeaceRhysand.

Rhys:Neelomeandherhavebeenoverforsome

timeandtodayisjustameetingtonotifytheparents.



Neelosighed.

Neelo:Letgoofmyarm.Ifkgangesantseererisiwa

itmeansthereisachanceofyouguysgettingback

togetherandIdon’twanttoriskit.

Heletgoandshegotoutbed.

Neelo:Youhavemynumber,whenallofthishas

beenaddressedandyouaresureyourexandfamily

understandthatitisoveryoucancallme.Ijustdon’t

wanttobesosureofsomethingandthenallofa

suddenyouareinlovewithyourexanditturnsout

youfixedthings.Tlabogontsegotwe“wehave

beenthroughalot”lerayanna.Iam notgoingtobe

madeaclownthirdtimearound.

Shewalkedoutofthebedroom leavingRhysthere

onthebed.DamnRubyforplantingseedsofdoubt

inNeelo’smind.SecondslaterRhysheardthe

bathroom doorcloseandtheshowerwaterrunning.



Hegotoutofbedandrubbedhisface.Hecouldn’t

waittogetthisoveranddonewith.Hepickedupthe

clothesthatwereonthefloorandplacedthem inthe

laundrybasket.MinuteslaterNeelowalkedinside

theroom,theylockedeyesandhewalkedout.

Shequicklygotdressed.Herbagmustbeinthe

sittingroom.Shewantedtogohome,breathand

thinkwithnoRhysandaround.Tenminuteslater

Neelowasintheloungeandreadytoleave.She

checkedforcoinsinherbagandthosewereenough

forataxi.Rhyswalkedoutbuttoninguphisshirt.

Rhys:Youareseriouslyleaving?

Neelo:I’m givingyoutimetogetyouraffairsinorder.

Rhys:Wow!Okay.

Neelo:Ihavetogo.Haveagoodday.

Shewalkedoutofthehouseanddidn’teventurnto

lookathim.Shelookedaroundwithburningeyesas

sheclosedthedoor.



Rhys’phonerangandhepickeditup.

Rhys:Mother?

MaRhys:Wearereadytogo.

Rhys:Iwillmeetyouguysthereinafewminutes.

Youcangowithbouncle.

MaRhys:Okay.

Shehungup.

AtRuby’sparents

Rubywasinalongdressasshewaitedinthelounge

withherparentsanduncles.

UncleS:Theyaretakingtheirsweettime.

Ruby:Theywillbehere,uncle.

Theywaitedandtwominuteslatertherewasadoor

knock.



MaRuby:Enter.

TheMcKnightswalkedinandRubylookedupas

Rhysand’sintoxicatingcolognefilledtheroom.He

alwaysknewhowtocatchone’sattention.Those

inkedarms,chestandback.Hissharpjawlineand

themustachehekeptnetforcontrol.Theyalladded

tohisirresistibleallureandshewasnotgoingtokid

herself.Herheartbeatforhim andshedidn’twant

him toleaveher.Hewaswillingtoforgivehim for

sleepingwithanothergirlbutaftertheysolvetheir

problemswiththehelpoftheelders,shewasgoing

todoeverythinginherpowertokeephim.Badboys

werethebestofloversandshefloppedbuthewas

stillhers.

MaRhysgaveRubyadisgustedlook.Shewasfailing

tokeepittoherself,Rubywasactingthesaintyet

shekilledhergrandchild?Disgraceful.

Rubydidn’tmissthelookhermotherinlawgaveher

andshefrowned.Whatwasgoingon?Sheshook



herhead.Maybeshewasreadingtoomuchintoit.

Rhysand’sunclesmurmuredbetweenthemselves

beforetheyclearedtheirthroatsandlookedat

Ruby’sfamily.

Uncle:Wellournephewhere,toldusthatheno

longerwantsthisuniontocontinue.

MaRuby:why?Rubytoldmethislastweekandshe

washeartbrokenthatRhysandnolongerwantsher.

Uncle:Motlogoloyoucanspeak.

Rhys:DidRubytellyou?

Ruby’sfamilylookedateachotherthenatRuby.

UncleS:Telliswhat?

Rhys:RubyshouldItellyouoryoushould?

Ruby’sheartskippedabeatandshelookedather

family.Shehadtothinkfast.

Ruby:Uhm...heleftmeforanotherwoman.Ifound



him withherlastnight.

Gaspsfilledtheroom andRhysandtookadeep

breath.

MaRhys:Rhysisthistrue?

Rhys:Iam notgoingtobepettyandstooptoyour

crazylevelbutmyfamilyknowsyouabortedanda

littleminordetailIforgottomentionisthatsheis

responsibleforhandingmetothepolice.

Peopleintheroom weresurprisedandlookedat

RubywhohadnocomebackforwhatRhysandjust

said.

Rhys:Idon’twantmycattleback.Keepitandyour

daughter,keepherawayfrom me.It’soverandit’s

allonher.CanIleavenow?Ihaveplacestobe.

Thankyou,

Withthathestoodupandleft.



Uncle:Ournephewhasspokenandnoonecan

changehismind.Themarriageisthereforeoverand

shallnotbehappening.Enjoyyourday,sisterlet’sgo.

Rhysand’sfamilystoodupandleft,leavingRuby’s

familyshockedandRubyneartears.Hecouldn’tdo

thattoher.Hedidn’thavetodothattoher.

MaRuby:Ha.a.Gorayaomoipolaiosalelelweng.

Wipeyourtearsmychildandmoveon.

UncleS:sosheknewitwasherfaultandstillletme

comehere.Ruby?

Rubylookedatthem andwipedhertears.Thiswas

notover.Itwasn’tsupposedtoendlikethisatall.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo’sparents

Neelowasinherroom relaxingwhenherphonerang.

ShelookedatthecallerIdandrolledhereyes.Why

thehellwasKagocalling?Shewasdonewithhis

familyandwantednothingtodowiththem.She

droppedthecallandplacedthephonedown.Ever

sinceshegaveRhysthatultimatum,apartofherfelt

likeshewastakingittoofarandoverreactingbut

youcanneverbesosurewithanindodabecausean

indodacanembarassyoushem.Sheputhernovel

downandsighed.Shestillhadhim alloverherand

couldstillfeelhisbodyoverhersandthoseslow

strokes.Sheclosedherlegsandshookherhead.

Shereallyneedstocleansehermindhey,likefirein

thenameofJesus.



ShelaidonherbackasshecontinuedreadingUgly

LovebyColleenHoover.Herphonevibratedandshe

lookedatthephonescreen.Sheansweredthecall.

Neelo:Mmh...

Rhys:OrayannaoremmhNeelo?

Shesatupright.

Neelo:Nnyaarra.

Rhys:I’m outside.

Neelo:Outside?

Rhys:Ee.I’m bingyfiveminutestogetoutofthe

houseNeelo.

Hehungupandshestaredatherphoneforawhile.

Hewasoutside?Shegotoffthebedandrushedto

thewardrobetowearacardiganoverheroversized

teeandtights.Sheslippedherfeetinherslidesnot

forgettingtograbherphone.



Shewalkedoutofthebedroom andpassedher

parents.

Neelo:I’llbeout.Foranhourorso.

MaN:Really?

Neelo:Eemma.Iwon’tbelong.Justwithafriend.

MaN:Afriend?

Neelo:Eemma..

RaN:Youcango.

Neelo:Thankyoupapa.

MaN:isthatwhyyouhavebeeninamood?

Neelo:Whatmoodmama?

MaN:Whendidyouarrive?

Neelo:Icaughtthebusinthemorning.Bye.

Shequicklywalkedoutavoidingmorequestions.

MaN:Sheislying.



RaN:Youjustwanttoforcehertoadmitthatshe

wasinthestoreyesterdaywhenshewasnot.

MaN:Ehe.Okay.

Neeloopenedthegateandshecouldseehiscara

houseaway.Shepulledthecardigancloser.She

walkedtowardshiscarandthedooropened.She

gotinsideandlookedathim.

Rhys:Buckleupsweetthing.

Neelo:Rh-

Sheshutupandbuckledup,placingherphoneon

herlap.Hereversedthecarwithonehandandshe

couldseehisveinsovertheink.Everythinghedid

wasattractive.

Rhys:Neelo?

Neelo:Rra?

Rhys:Iwantyoutotakeachanceonus,onme.I

officiallyendedthingswithmyextodayandthereis



nothingtyingmetoher.Nothing.

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:Idon’tknowwhatlevelofcrazysheisgoingto

reachbecauseshestillthinkswearemeanttobe

togetherwhichisnotthecase.Takethisriskof

beingwithme.

Neelo:Nothingatallattachesyoutoyourex?

Rhys:NothingNeelo.

Hetookasharpturnandlookedather.

Neelo:NeeloI’m riskingheartbreakhereRhysand.

Rhys:IhavebeenhurtbeforeandIwouldn’tdream of

inflictingthesamehurt.

Neelo:Neversaynever,don’tmakepromisewhich

youwon’tbeabletokeepinthenearfutureRhys.

Hetookherhandinhisandkissedit.

Rhys:Thereisalotyoustillhavetoknowaboutme



Neelobutwewillbreakeverythingdownslowlyone

ofthesedays.RightnowIjustwanttospendtime

withyouandholdyouinmyarms.

Neelo:Okay(softly)

Hesmiledatherandsheblushed.

Rhys:wablushernaare?

Neelo:Ngng.KeepyoureyesontheroadRhys.

Hestillhadhisdevilsmileonandshewassurethat

washissecondgreatestweapon.Hecouldmelther

likebutterjustbylookingatherandthebadkindof

butterfliesthatwouldbeinhertummyweresohard

tocontain.

Itwasmiddayandhejustdrovearoundthevillage.

Sheneverknewadrivearoundthevillagewouldbe

nicebecauseshewasalwaysindoorreadinganovel.

HestoppedGodknowswhereandhegotoutofthe

carfirstbeforeopeninghersideandpickingherup.



Neelo:putmedown(laughing)

Hejustplacedheronhisshouldersandshetouched

hishead.

Neelo:Rhysand!!(giggling)

Rhys:Iwon’tdropyou.

Thewindblewpastherfaceandshesmiledasthe

sunshoneinhereyes.

Neelo:Thesunisblindingme,Rhys.

Rhyschuckledashewalkedaroundwithherandshe

startedtotellhim aboutherlatestnovel.Itwas

goingtotakehertimebutshecouldgetusedtothis,

thefeelingofhisfingertipsonherskin,thefeelingof

hiskisses.Shecouldgetusedtothis,likeevery

tattooonhisskinmemorizingeveryinchofhisbody.

Neelo:Babeputmedown.

Rhys:No.

Neelo:Orilengwena?(what’swrongwithyou)



Rhys:Spendingtimewithmywomanoutsidethe

bedroom.

Neelobentherheadandkissedhisforehead.

Rhys:Kissmeagain.

Neelo:Kaganarra..

Shedidkisshim againandagaininhalinghis

cologneandshewassureshewasgoingtosmell

him onher.

Neelo:Wherearewegoing?Youdidn’tlockthecar.

Rhys:Shit!

Hehalfranwithherandshescreamedwhilehe

laughed.

Neelo:Rh-rhysand!(screaming)

Hegottothecaranditwasstillthere.

Neelo:You’llgivemeaheartattack.

Neelowassmilingfrom eartoearnothavingdone



theproperresearchonthemanwhom shejust

agreedtoriskherheartto.Sheknewhewastrouble

butwhatkindoftrouble?That’swhatshedidn’t

know,thathewaswrappedinsomanysins.

Rhysletherdownslowlyassheslidoffhisback.

Themomentherfeethitthegroundhespunherand

attackedherlipscatchingherbysurprise.She

smiledintothekissasshekissedhim back.

Heopenedthedoortothebackseatandhehelped

hergetinsidethecar.Hesatnexttoherandshe

wasgrinninglikealittlebabyashetonguekissed

her.Shedidn’tknowwhereshewasbutshewas

lovingtheadrenalineitgaveher.Herubbedherthigh

andshebrokethekiss.

Rhys:Andwecangetfoodthendriveanywhere.

Neelo:Heebanna!Yessir!

AtRuby’sparents



Rubywascryingsilentlyinherroom asshelistened

tothesongviaheadphones.

Idon’twanttoanothernightoftryingtofind

anotheryou,anotherrockbottom

Idon’twannawearanotherwearanotherminidress

toimpressapotentialproblem

Idon’twanttospendthenightatsomeone’splace

andfillthespacethatyouusedtowalkin

Idon’twantanothernumberinmyphone,someone

toholdatthreeinthemorning

Idon’twantsomeonelikeyou,Ionlywantyou

Tearsrolleddownhereyesasshecoveredher

mouth.Itwasherfaultwasn’tit?Butwhycouldn’the

forgiveher?Howdidhemoveonsofastfrom her?

Lovewasallaboutforgivenessandhedidn’twantto

forgiveher.Heneverreallylovedhertoodidher?



Howcouldshefallforthesubject?Shewas

confused,shelovedhim regardlessofwhatshedid

tohim.Intwoweekshereplacedthem likeitwas

easy,hemadeherthinkshedeserveditandithurt.

Shedidn’twantanewman,shewantedhim andnow

hewasgone.Inanotherwoman’sarms.Enjoyinghis

lovecausehelovedapersonwholeheartedly

regardlessofhisbadsidewhichcametoplaythat

onlytimewhenhewasquizzingherontheabortion.

Attheplace

Thesunwassettingslowlyastheyatethefoodthey

boughtanhouragoandshewasinhisarmsatthe

backofthecar.

Heletgoofherandwenttothefrontseatto

connecthisphonetothecarauxsystem.Heplayed

asongandshesmiled.



Neelo: Shawtyislikeamelodyinmyhead,thatI

can’tkeepon,gotmesingingnanaeveryday,it’slike

myipodstuckonreplay

Helaughedandkissedherhead.

Rhys:Youareruiningmysong.

Neelo: Shawtyislikeamelodyinmy

head (louder)

Heshookhisheadandshechewedonher

marshmallows.

.

.

*

*
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Atthelocation

NeelolaughedatsomethingRhysandsaidashe

rubbedherback.

Neelo:It’slate.Ihavetogobackhome.

Rhys:Doyoureallyhavetogo?

Neelo:Ee.IlivewithmyparentsRhysandIhaveto

respectthem.

Rhys:Okay.Weshouldgetgoinganddropyouoff

before8pm.

Heplantedkissesonherneckandshegiggled

pushinghisheadaway.

Neelo:Rhysand!



Rhys:Okay,I’m stopping.

Rhysandletgoofherandgotoutofthecartomake

hiswaytothedriver’sseat.MeanwhileNeelo

jumpedtothefrontpassengerseatandwhenhegot

insidethecarhefoundher.Helaughedasshe

buckledup.Shepickedherphoneupandplacedit

onherlap.Rhysandstartedthecarwithonehandon

herthigh,ehsqueezeditabitandsheplacedher

handontopofhishand.

Rhys:We’llgotesttomorrow.Isthatokay?

Neelo:Eerra.

Herphonescreenbrightenedupasamessage

poppeduponherscreen.Rhysfrownedasheread

thefirstpartofthemessagebeforeitwentdark.

Neelolookedatherphone.Didshejustread

correctlyanddidRhysjustseethat?

Rhysandreservedhiscommentandpretendedasif

hedidn’treadthetext.Neelopickedherphoneand



openedit.Shereadthemessagefullyfrom Kago.

WhatthehellwaswrongwithAone’sfamily?Now

Kagowassendingmessagesconfessinghis

undyingloveforher.Shereadthemessageoverand

overagainthenshookherhead.ShelookedatRhys

ashedrove.Hedidn’tsayanythingbutsheknewhe

sawthemessagewhenitpoppedup.

Neelo:Rhys..

Rhys:Mma?

Neelo:It’snotwhatyouthink.

Rhys:Whatam Ithinkingofbabe?

Hewascalm andshecouldn’tstopherbeatingheart,

herubbedherthigh.

Neelo:Okayuhm.Thisismyexbrotherinlaw.Ihave

noideawhyheistextingsuchnonsense.

Rhys:Youweremarried?

Neelo:Notexactlybutyes.Heislate.Happened

almostsevenmonthsago.



Rhysnodded.

Rhys:Deletehisnumber.

Neelo:Eerra.

Shewentontoblockhisnumberonherphonesohe

won’tbeabletoreachitwhenhetriestocallor

anything,whywasheinlovewithherallofasudden?

Shereallydidn’tlikeAone’sfamily.SpeakingofAone,

sheshouldcheckonKatlegoandseeifheisalright.

Timeneverhealssuchdeepwounds.Shestill

missedherfriendandshehopedhewasinabetter

place,awayfrom thesufferingandmaliceofthis

world.Sheplacedherphonedown.

Neelo:Done.

Rhys:Good.Iam choosingtotrustyouNeelo.Ihate

beingtakenforafoolbutifyoudodarehoney,I

won’thesitatetoputabulletthroughyourhead.

Herbloodrancoldashesaidthatinhiscalmest

voice.



Rhys:Areweclearsweetie?

Neelo:E-eerra.

Hekissedherforeheadandshewasn’tmoving.He

justcasuallythreatenedherlikethatandwentonas

ifwhathesaidwasnormal.

AtNeelo’sparents

Heparkedhiscarahouseawayandkissedher

cheek.

Rhys:Gabakakebagoomanyaakere?(theywon’t

scoldyou)

Sheshookherhead.

Rhys:Thankyoufortoday(kissingherlips)

Neelo:Ienjoyedtodaytoo(smilingbackathim)

Hegotoutofthecarandshefollowedsuit.Heheld



herhandashewalkedhertothegatejusttomake

sureshewashomesafe.Sheletgoofhishandand

pulledthecardiganclosewithherphoneintheother

hand.Theysharedonelastkissassheopenedthe

gateandhejoggedtothecar.Neelobreathedinand

outwalkingtothehouse.Sheknockedonthedoor

andguesswhoopenedthedoor?Hermother.

MaN:Hello..

Neelo:Himama,welosttrackoftime.

MaN:Isee.

Neelopassedhermotherwhocouldsmellthe

foreigncologneonherdaughter.Shejustletitbe.

Neelowasanadultandifshewantedtotellthem

shewould.Shewon’tachieveanythingbymaking

thegirltalk.

AtRhysand’shouse

Rhysandwasinthehouseandithadbeenthirty



minuteseversincehedroppedNeelo.Hisphone

beepedwithatextfrom her.Hechuckled.

Rhys:Missmealready?

Neelo:No,areyouhomesafe?Didyoueat?

Rhys:Notyet.Weateearlierbabe.

Neelo:Eatsomethingee.

Helaughedandsentlaughingemojis.Heshookhis

headplacinghisphonedownaswewentthroughhis

bankstatementsonhislaptopandwhatthe

companywasmaking.Thingswerenotbalancing

andinaway,thepolicedidn’thaveacasebecause

thechargesweredropped.Hewasacriminaland

Rubyalmostcosthim andhisbrotheryearsofhard

work,allianceswiththebiggunsanddangerous

people.

Alexsentmoredocumentsviaemailandheopened

them.Heneededtofixthis,hewasheretoescape

butbusinessawaitedhim.Hehadtobecarefuland

deviseamuchsmarterplan.Startingwithcallingin



favorsfrom thetop.Heknowshewillowethem his

lifetogetthingsdoneforhim.Thistimehewasn’t

goingtobesurprised.Sohisrestatthefarm was

cutshort.

AtRuby’sparents

Shewasfastasleepaftercryingsohardforhurting

agoodman.Shehadhopedhewouldgivethem one

morechancebuttheoddswereagainstthem.She

turnedonhersideandopenedhereyes.Theywere

soswollenandshewantedtocryagain.Shesatup

rightandrubbedhereyes.Shegotoutofbedasher

backachesslightlyandsherubbedherchest.Her

heartachedsomuch,shewalkedoutoftheroom

andshesawherparentshavingtheirdinner.She

greetedthem asshewalkedoutsidebarefoot.She

closedthedoorandwalkedtothechairthatwasby

thetree.Shesatdownasthedarknessofthenight

surroundedher.



shewantedtoscream,fortheuniversetohearher

thatshedidhim wrongbutshewantshim.She

wantedhim totellherthatsheisallhewantsevenif

shebreakshisheartbuthey,itwasallher.Shewas

theonewhoburnedthem downtoashesandit

clickedthatshelost.Shehadhim inthepalm ofher

handandshecouldn’tevenstopherstupidmission

forthemansheloved.

Tearsrolleddownhereyes,shecan’tmakeitallgo

awaybymakinghim thevillain.Nooneteachesyou

whattodo,whenagoodmanhurtsyouandyou

knowyouhurthim too.

Ruby:Godtakethispainaway,please!I-Ilovehim so

muchbutthemoreIthinkaboutit,hewasmy

happinessandIruinedit.Iam amurdererGod!Iam

losingmygoddamnmindthinkingofhim with

anotherwomanwhoisnotme.Iwanttofighthim so

badandshowhim westillhaveawinningchance

butthemoreIf-fightthemorehebreaksmyheart

withwordsandactions(crying)



Shelookedupthestarswiththehopethatthe

universeheardher.Shecriedintoherhandsagain.

Shesworeshelovedhim andstilldoes.Sheneeded

thegatherthecouragetogowithgrace.

Shelookedupthesky.Shewasgoingtobealright

right?

.

.

.

*

*

*

THREEMONTHSLATER



TROUBLED

#31

AtRaN’sfarm

Neelorinsedhermouthafterthatpurge.Shewasn’t

dumbandshehasbeensuspectingitamonthago.

Sheshookherhead.Rhyswascomingtoherefirst

topickherup.Shehadmadesomuchprogresswith

herfather’sfarm andshewasthinkingofhiring

someonewhocanoverseethingsfrom thisside,

someonetheycantrust.Shewillrunitupwithher

fathertomorrowmorning.

Sheheadedtothekitchenandboiledwateronthe

stovebeforeshewalkedbacktoloungewhereshe

gotherbooksandwentoverandthelistofthings

sheneededforthefarm.Shehasbeenthinkingof

rearingdairycowsbutthenthatneedsmodern



machinerywhichshedidn’thavemoneyfor.As

muchasAoneleftmoneyforher,itwasn’tenough

forthemachinerydairycowsneeded.Plusthe

sterilizationprocessofthemilk.Itwasalotforher.

Neeloclosedherbookandsighed.Sherubbedher

headandsighedagain.

AtFrancistown

AtAlex’shouse

AlexrubbedWawa’sbumpashetoldherofhis

brother’slatestloveinterest.

Wawa:Hemovedonsofast.

Alex:Inmyopinion,therelationshiphaslongbeen

overwhenRubysentRhystoprison.

Wawa:Rubywatengobosulaasajewe(sheisbitter)

Alex:KanaWena.AnywayIthinkallRhysandhadto

dowastotellherafterheleftprison.



Wawa:YourbrotherisintimidatingAlexie.

Alexrolledhiseyes.

Alex:Alexiekeeng?

Wawa:It’syourcutenickname.AnywayIwouldn’t

darecrosshim,wheredidRubygettheaudacity?

Alex:Ihavenoideabutsheisathingofthepastand

Rhysishappy.

Wawa:Heneversmiles.

Alex:Hescaresyou?

Wawa:Whenyoufirstintroducedus,Inearlypeedon

mypants.Hewaslikethoseguysfrom themovies

whowereallaboutbusiness.

Alex:Evennowyouarestillnotusedtohim?

Wawa:Ngng.Yourmotherissweetmmetlherra

wena.

Alex:Shesaysyoutalktoomuch.

Wapelolaughedandlookedupathim.

Alex:Mysonbetternottalklikeyou.



Wawa:Ijo!Letmegetup,Iam tiredandwanttosleep.

Thistummyisheavy.

Hehelpedherupandshekissedhim beforeheading

tothebedroom.

Alex:Wawa,I’llbebackokay?Inanhour.

Wawa:Lockthedoor.Bye.

Hewalkedoutandlockedthedoor.Herstomach

hasbeengrowingandsheeventakeshalfdaysat

worksoshecouldsleep.Ascrazyasshewas,she

didn’twanttosolelydependonhim.

Atthemall

Rubysatdownononeofthebenchesasshecircled

downjobadvertisementsinthenewspaper.Shehad

downgradedandmovedtoamuchsmallerhouseto

suitherneedswhileshewasstilllookingforajob.



Shedidn’tthinkshewouldbejoiningthepoliceforce

anytimesoon.Thatwouldalwaysremindherofhow

shelosttheloveofherlife.Shewasmaking

progresswithacceptingthatandshehadtoadmit,

notseeinghim anywherealsohelped.Sheclosed

thenewspaperandputitinsideherbag.Shehad

handedoutafewCVstodaysoshewillseehowthat

goes.Eveniftheydon’thireforthejobsheis

qualifiedfor,itstillokayanditwouldbeawelcome

change.

Shestoodupandusedherhandtocoverherfaceas

shemadeherwaytoAckermans.Shehadtobuy

babyclothesbecausethiscomingweekendoneof

hercousinswashavingababyshower.Shhadto

hideherenvywhenhercousinannouncedthenews.

Rubyknewdeepdownthatsheregrettedeverhaving

thatabortion.Twomonthsagoshewould’vebeena

mommyandlittleRhysandwouldbesuckingonher

nipple.Shesighedandwalkedinsidethestore.She

wenttothebabysectionandpickeduptworompers

andsomecutebabyshoes.Thesewoulddoforthe



babyshower.

Rubyslowlywalkedtothetillandpausedas

Rhysandwalkedinsidetheshop.Shespottedhim as

hewalkedtothebabysection.Hewastalkingtothe

phone.Hedidn’tevenseeher.Shelistenedtohim

talkingtothephone.

Rhys:Alex,yousaidyouguysarehavingaboyora

girl?

Alex:Aboy.Whereareyou?

Rhys:IntheshopsbutIhavetogo.

RhysandhungupandRubywalkedahead.Itmust

breakhishearttobuybabyclothesthataren’tforhis

childandknowingitwasherfault,tearsfilledher

eyesandsheblinkedseveraltimessotheydon’t

drop.

MeanwhileRhyspickedtheclothesforhisnephew.

Therewasn’tanyenvythere,hewasgenuinelyhappy



thathisbrotherwashappywithWapelo.Hewentto

jointhelineandspottedRubywholookeddownas

shewalkedaway.Hepretendedhedidn’tseeheras

hekeptwalkingforwardtillitwashisturntopay.

Rubybreathedinandoutasshequicklywalkedto

theparkinglot.Shehadtopackupandgohomefor

thebabyshower.Shewasn’treadytoseeRhysand

asofyet.Thewordsthatweregoingtocomeoutof

hermouthweregoingtosoundbitterbutshehoped

hisnextwomanwouldbeabeautifulfool,whotakes

herspotnexttohim.Sheshookherhead,thiswas

thebitternessshedidn’twanttoutter.Hewillmeet

thenewherinduetime,onethatwon’tbeaffected

byanythinghedoes.

Sheunlockedhercarandgotinside.Shebuckledup

andstartedthecar.

AtMaAone’shouse



TheyhadmanagedtoseeNeeloamonthagoand

shehadrudelysaidshewon’tbemarryingKago.Ma

Aonealwaysknewwhyshehatedthatgirlandshe

hadaglowtoherthatmadeherwanttovomit.She

killedtheirsonandshewasshining,enjoyingher

bestlifeatherparentsplace.

MaAone:Letthegolddiggerbe.Shewasnevergood

enough.

Kagonodded.Ontheotherhand,hewassadthat

Neeloblockedhim withoutevenhearinghim out.

Ifitwasmeanttobe,itwasgoingtobe.Rightnow,

heneededtohelppickuphisfamily’sdignityand

sortouttheircripplingfinances.

AtRaN’sfarm

Neeloclosedhereyesassheletherselfdaydream.

Shehadneverhadfriendsgrowingupbutshe



wishedshehadafriendshecouldtoandshare

thingswith.Hermotherwasherfriendbutthere

weresomethingshecouldn’ttalktohermother

about.Besidesthatshewasgladpastherwasnever

lostinthepettyfightsAone’sfamilypickedupwith

her,hernemesisdefeatedthemselvesbeforeshe

hadachancetoswing.Theygotindebtandshe

didn’teventouchtheirmoney.Shewouldn’tsayshe

believedinkarmabutyougetwhat’syoursfor

whateveryoudotopeople.

ShesmiledasshethoughtofRhys.Hepassedbyin

herliferareastheglimmerofacometintheskyand

hefeltlikehome.Shewasallabouthim nowandall

shedoesisjustkeephim warm.Shewasn’tsure

whenhewascomingbutshehopeditwouldn’tbe

latebecauseheknewhowshehatedhim drivinglate

atnight.

AtNeelo’sparents



MaNeeloservedherhusbandlunchandwashedhis

hands.Sheplacedtheplasticbowlonthetableand

satdown.

MaN:Didn’tyouseethechangeinNene?

RaN:Whatchange?

MaNeelosighed.Herhusbandneversawanything.

MaN:Forgetit,eatyourfood.

.

.

.

*
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AtAlex’shouse

RhysknockedonthedoorandWapeloopenedthe

door.

Rhys:Hey,Ibroughtclothesforthebaby.

Wapeloopenedthedoorwidersohecanstepinside.

Shegotthebabybagfrom him.

Wawa:Thankyousomuch.

Sheopenedthebagandlookedatthecuterompers,

thiswassocute.Alreadyshehadanurseryfullof

clothesandbabythings.Thiswassothoughtfulof

him.

Wawa:ThisisniceRhys.Thankyousosomuch.



Rhys:Welcome.Ijustcametodropthoseoff.

Wawa:Okay.Idon’tknowifIshouldhugoryouor

not,nnakagotshaba.

ForthefirsttimeWawasawherfuturebrotherinlaw

smile.

Rhys:Mxm!

Hehuggedherandbrokethehug.

Rhys:Takecareofyourselfandthebaby.Bye.

HewalkedoutandWawalaughed.Shetalkstoo

much.Sheshould’vekeptthattoherselfbutmaybe

Rhysandwasn’tsoscaryatall.

Rhysandwalkedtohiscarandheslidhisphoneout,

hewasjustabouttocallNeelowhenhe

rememberedthatshewasatthefarm andtherewas

nonetworkthere.

Rhys:Shit!

Hecheckedthetime.Shewasgoingtokillhim,she



wasbigontimemanagementandthelasttimehe

wastherewhichwasthreeweeksago,hehadsaid

hewillbeatthefarm beforemidday.Shewas

probablypacingupanddownorasleep.Shewas

goingtokillhim andhehasn’tseenherinthree

fuckingweeks.Sherefusedtogowithhim totheSA.

Hehadbusinesstotakecareofthereandwas

hopingthatthelittletimeinbetweenhewouldspend

itwithhisprettylittleladybutsherefused.Helether

be.

Hejoinedtheroadanddroveoutofthestreet.He

hadtogotohishousefirsttogetafewstuffthen

leaveforBobonong.SpendthewholeofFridaywith

herbeforehedrivethem tothevillageforthe

weekend.Maybehecantrytoscoreaweekend

sleepoverfrom hertoo.

AtRaN’sFarm

Neelocheckedthetime.Hewasrunninglateorhe



wasn’tcomingatall?Shehasn’tseenhim inweeks

andhedoesthistoher?

Shesighedandwenttothedoortolockitbeforeshe

headedtothebedroom.Shegotoutofherclothes

andshereleasedacontentedsighassheremoved

herbra,shemightaswellsleepbecauseshewasn’t

goinganywhereanytimesoon.Hehadsaidhewould

beherebymiddayandpromisedtokeeptime.Itwas

waypastmiddayso...

Shelaidontopofthebedtoplessandclosedher

eyes,summerwashereanditwashotsoshedidn’t

needablanket,justfreshair.

Neelo:Mxm!

Hehadalreadyboredthehelloutofherbynot

comingontime.

3hourslaterNeelowokeupfrom hernap.She



yawnedandrubbedhereyes.Shestretchedherbody

andyawnedoncemore.Whydidshewakeupagain?

Shewantedtofallasleepagain.Herstomach

grumbledandshechuckled.Okaysheshouldeat

firstthengobacktosleep.Shegotoutofbedand

pickedhergownfrom thechair.Shewalkedout

yawning.

Atthatverymoment,Rhyswasjustturningbythe

treesonhiswaytoher.Inaminuteheparkedhiscar

outsideandherubbedhishead.Heknowsshewas

goingtoflipbutinthecutestwaypossible.Hegot

outofthecarandknockedonthedoor.Inthehouse

Neelotightenedthegownbeltandwalkedtothe

door.

Neelo:Coming!

Sheunlockedthedoorandopenedit.Sherubbedher

eyesashesmiledatthedoor.

Rhys:Hey.



Beforeshecouldrespondhepickedherupandspun

heraroundasshelaughed.

Neelo:Babehii(squealing)

Hefinallyputheronherfeetandheldherinhisarms.

Rhys:Heylove.

Neeloplacedherheadonhistorsoandbreathedin

hiscologne.Withhersuspicionsshethoughtthe

scentwillrepulseherbutshelikeditmoreandmore.

Shewrappedherhandstightaroundhim andhe

chuckled.

Rhys:Someonemissedme.

Neelo:Mmhm..

Shelookedupathim withthecutestsmileeverand

hekissedherforehead.Shehadnobusinessbeing

thiscute.Hewalkedinsidethehousewithherstill

holdingontohim tightly.Heclosedthedoorand

lookedather.



Rhys:Whathaveyoubeeneating?

Neelo:Food.ShutuptlherraI’m holdingyou.

Helaughedandkeptquiet.WhenNeelowas

satisfiedwithholdingandinhalinginhisscentshe

letgoofhim withalittlesmile.

Rhys:Youwereasleep?

Shenoddedandwalkedtothekitchen.Hefollowed

herthere.

Neelo:IwasabouttocooksomethingbecauseI

figuredyouwillbeherelate.

Rhys:I’m sorrymylove.Ilosttrackoftime..

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:Youarenotmad?

Neelo:It’snotgoingtochangethefactthatyouare

lateright?

Rhysheldherwaistandkissedherforehead.He

untiedhergownandshemovedawayfrom him.

Neelo:Wait,Idon’thaveenergyandI’m hungry

Rhysand.



Rhys:Iyoh!Okay.

Sheopenedthefridgeandtookoutmilk,honey,

peanutbutterandbread.

Rhys:Whatareyoumaking?

Neelo:Asandwich.

Rhyswatchedherspreadthebutteronthebread

anddrizzlehoneyontop,pourmilkinaglassand

putbackthestuffbackinthefridge.

Rhys:Isitnice?

Neelo:Itis.

Rhys:Ibroughtfood,it’sinthecar.

Neelo:Whatkindoffood?

Rhys:ProperfoodNeelo...

Heleftherinthekitchenandshewalkedoutwith

herfood.



AtAlex’shouse

Wawatalkedonthephonewithherfamily.

Wawa:Youguyshonestlydidn’thavetodothisfor

me.Mom..

MaWawa:Justcomehomeokay?

Wawa:Eemma.Thankyousomuch.I’llaskAlexto

dropmeoff.

ThedoorimmediatelyopenedandAlexwalkedin

withonehandinhispocket.Speakofthedevil.

Wawaplacedthephoneonherchest.

Wawa:Willyoubeabletotakemehometomorrow?

Alex:Okay,why?

Wawaplacedthephonebackonheear.

Wawa:I’llbetheretomorrowmama.ByeandIlove

you.



Sheplacedthephonedown.

Wawa:Mom saysthereisasurprisewaitingforme

athome,youaregoingtodrivemethereandwe’ll

comebacktogetheraftertheweekend.Iloveyou

more.

AtRaN’sfarm

NeelobitintothechickenRhyscamewithasshe

filledhim inoneverythingthathasbeenhappening

inherlife.

Rhys:Youcould’vejoinedmeatSA.

Neelo:YousaiditwasaworkthingsoIdidn’twantto

disturbandIhadtodoafewthingsthisside.

Rhys:Youdon’twanttoliveinthecityanymore?

Neelo:ThecityisexhaustingRhysand.

Rhys:Ijustdon’twantalongdistancerelationship

Neelo.Listentome.



Heplacedherlegsonhislapandrubbedherthigh

ashespoke.

Rhys:Ijustwanttobewithyouaround.KnowingI

won’ttraveldistancestoseeyou.

Neelo:Iam workingonmyfather’sfarm.IknowI

havebeenhereforoverayearbutIam gettingthe

hangofthisfarm lifestyle.Idon’thaveajobtoo,

lookingforoneisgoingtoexhaustmeRhysand.

Understandthat.

Rhys:Thinkaboutit.

Shesighed.

Neelo:OkaybutIam notpromisinganythingtota

babe.

Hekissedherlegandlookedupather.

Rhysand:Thankyou.

Hekissedherlegmovingupandshesmiledashe

slidhishandsunderneathhergownandpulleddown



herpanties.Hedidn’tknowwhyhedidn’ttakethe

shoppingbagsfrom thecar.Hewilldothatlater,she

canmodeltheclothesheboughtforherinSouth

Africa.

Rhys:Imissedyou.(partingherlegs)

Hegotontopofherandheheldherbreasts.Hehad

hadtimetobecomeattunedwithherbodyandhe

didn’tknowifitwashim orjustthathehasbeen

gonefortoolong,buttheyfeltbiggerthanthelast

timehetouchedherbreasts.Neelolookedatthe

confusiononhisface.

Neelo:Issomethingwrong?

Rhys:No,notall..comehere.

Hekissedherlipssoftlyandshekissedhim back.In

themidstofallthekissing,therewasadoorknock

andRhysbrokethekiss.

Rhys:Whoisit?

Voice:Theherdboymorena.



Rhysgotoffherasshesatuprightandpulledher

gownclose.Shetieditandshepickedherpanties.

Rhys:Don’twearthem,wait.

Hewalkedtothedoorandopenedit,hestepped

outsidetotalktotheherdmanforafewminutes.

Neelocrossedherlegsandwaited.Minuteslater

Rhysandwalkedinsidethehouseandlockedthe

door.Heunbuttonedhisshirtandplaceditonthe

couch.Heundidhisbeltbuckleandunzippedhis

pants.

Neelolookedathim ashegotundressed.She

lookedathim withfascinationandasheapproached

hershewasexpectinghim togettoworkbut

insteadhepickedherup.Hewalkedtothebedroom

withherinhisarmsandhethrewherinthebed.

Okay,hewasgoingtoworkonherbodyalright,she

couldfeelherclitthrobfrom themereanticipation.

Hegotontopofherand#EXPLICIT



TROUBLED
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AtRaN’sFarm

Neelosnuggledintohisarmsasheranhisfinger

alongherback.Shewantedtoaskhim ifhewas

reallyinlovewithherorwasitthelovemaking?

Rhys:Babe?

Neelo:Hmm..

Rhys:Iloveyou.

Sheturnedherheadandsmiled.Sohereallydoes.

Neelo:Iloveyoutoo..

Sheyawnedandsmiled.Hewantedtoaskbecause

wellhetooknoteofeverythingandhewassureher

breastsizechanged.



Rhys:Iboughtsomeclothesfrom SAIwantedyouto

tryon.

Neelo:Really?

Rhys:Yesmam.TheyareinthecarandIthinkI

shouldgogetthem.

Hegotoutofbedandworehisboxers.

Rhys:I’llbeback.

Neeloturnedtohersideasshebithernail.She

lookedatherflatstomachandsheheldherbreast.

Shewassureshemovedacupup.Nowitwasgoing

tocomedowntoexplainingeverythingtoher

parentsifhersuspicionswerecorrect.Shecan’ttell

Rhysasofyettillshewassureshewasactually

pregnantoritwasjustherbodyplayingmindgames

withher.ShewaitedforRhyswhowalkedinwith

morethantwoshoppingbags.

Neelo:Thisisalot.

Rhys:Youcantrytheclothesonlove.



Shegotoutbedstarknakedandhelookedather

nakedform.Therewassomethingdifferentabout

her,hewassureofit.Heheldherwaistasshebent

downtolookatwhatwasinsidethebags.

Rhys:Trythisonfirst.

Heopenedtheshoppingbagandinsidewasa

lingerieset.

Neelo:Whythatfirst?

Rhys:Prettyplease!

Shesighedandtookitfrom him.

Neelo:Areyousureyouboughttherightsizes?

Rhys:Yourbrasizeis36Aright?

Neelo:Andh-

Rhys:BabeyouhonestlythinkIdidn’ttakealookat

yourbras.



Shelaughedassheworethelacepanties.Theywere

perfectonher.Shetwistedherheadtolookather

butt.Sheturnedsohecouldsee.

Neelo:Howdoesmybuttlook?

Rhys:Squeezable.

Neelo:Tswaha.(touchingherbutt)

Shecheckedthebraanditwasa36Acup.Let’ssee

ifitwillbeaperfectfit.Sheputitonandturned.

Neelo:Dotheback,kopela.

RhysdidasshesaidandNeelofeltuncomfortablein

it,itwastootight.Rhysturnedherandlookedather

cleavage,hekissedthetopandshetouchedhis

head.

Neelo:It’ssouncomfortableandtight.

Rhys:Really?

Neelo:Mhm..



Hegaveheralookandshejustlookedathim.He

wassurethatwasherbrasizeandnowitdidn’tfit

andwastootight?

Neelo:Helpmeundoit.

Shegavehim herbackandhedidquickworkofthe

bra.Shecouldfinallybreathandsheplaceditonthe

bed.Shetriedouttherestoftheclothesand

modeledforRhysandwhokeptontouchingherall

over.

Rhys:Ishouldchooseyourclothesmoreoften.

Neelo:Thankyou.

Shehuggedhim,herarmsaroundhistorso.

Rhys:Thereisnoneedtothankmebaby.

Hepickedherandtookhertobedwherehemade

lovetoherthesecondtimethatday.



Thefollowingmorning

Neeloworethedressboughtforher.Itwasperfect

andshejustforcedherselftowearabrathoughit

wasuncomfortableashell.Sheslippedhersmall

feetintothesandalsaftershemadethebed.His

clotheswereonthebedwhilehewasinbathroom

gettingready.Shewalkedtotheloungewhereshe

startedtocleanup.Shepickedupthedoggiebags

alongwithhisclothes.

Shewenttotakehisclothestothebedroom andshe

foundhim gettingdressed.Shesmiledandwalked

out.Shewasgoingtoleavethisplaceclean.Very

clean.

Tenminuteslatershewasdoneandhewasmaking

hiswaytothesittingroom.

Neelo:Iam donecleaningandwecanleaveinafew

minutes.



Rhys:Okay.Letmestartthecar,aren’tyoueating

anything?

Neelo:I’m good.

Rhys:Sure?

Neelo:Eerra.

Hewalkedoutandshesatdownonthecouch.She

couldfeelthecontentsinherstomachstirandshe

wasn’tgoingtodryheave.Shewalkedtothekitchen

foraglassofwater,itwastooearlyforthistostart

andshedidn’teatanythingforcryingoutloud.She

waitedforafewminutestillshefeltsettled.She

madeherwaytothebedroom andgotthebagswith

hernewclothesandhersmallbagthathadher

phoneandkey.

Minuteslatershelockedthehouseandwalkedto

thecar.ShegotinsideandRhysandreversedthecar.

Rhys:Buckleupsweetthing.

Shedidsoandasalwaysheplacedonehandover



herthighwiththeotheronthesteeringwheel.

Atthevillage

AtRuby’sparents

Rubyhadarrivedandshelookedatthemessages.

Sheboughttheclothesandnowtheywereleftwith

thefewthingstogetoveranddonewith.Sheplaced

herphonedownandcheckedherbag.Herpillswere

finishedandsheneededtogetmore.Willthevillage

clinichelpherthough?Shehasbeenservinginthose

sleepingpillsthepastthreemonthsandshewasn’t

sureiftheywillhelpher.Shehadnoideahowshe

forgottopassbythechemistformorebeforeshe

leftthecity.Obviouslyifsheaskedfrom hercousins

theyweregoingtoaskquestionsandthefunnything

isshewasattendingadistantcousin’sbabyshower.

Thatone?Shecomesandgoeswhenitsuitsherand

sheisneverreallyintothefamilydrama.Always

keptherdistance.



Shewillgochecktheclinicinanhour.Itwasstill

noon.

AtNeelo’sparents

Neelosteppedoutofthecarwiththebags.

Neelo:IwillsendamessageifIam freemylove.

Rhys:Please?

Neelo:We’lltalklater.ThankyouandIloveyou.

Neelothankedherluckystarsthatthegatewas

openandshejustwalkedinsidetheyardasRhysand

droveoff.Shewassonotlookingforwardtothe

interrogationshewasgoingtoget.Shejustwanted

togotothehospitaltogetcheckedandseewhat

thenursewillsaybeforeshejumpsintoconclusions.



Neelo:Mama,it’syourdaughterhere.Openthedoor.

MaN:Obewakeeng?(whyareyouhere?)

Neelo:Myonlymom,pleaseopenthedoorkago

kopakaimelwa.

MaNeelowenttoopenthedoorandshewas

surprisedtoseeNeelowithshoppingbags.

Neelo:Himom.Justarrived.Letmegoputthesein

thebedroom okay.

Shekissedhermother’scheekandwalkedtothe

bedroom.Hermothercouldstillsmellthesame

cologneonNeelo.NenewassosecretiveShem.

Neelothrewthebagsonthebedandstretchedher

body.Nowtodealwithhermother’squestions.

Neelo:Heymama,whatdidyouguyscook?



MaN:Eggs.

Neeloshivered.Shestoppedeatingthoseaweek

ago.

Neelo:AnywayImightbehereforaweekorforthe

weekendandwhyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

MaN:BathongNeneosephiri(youaresecretive)

Neelo:Mama!(pretendingtobeshocked)

MaN:Butyouwilltellus.

Neelo:tellyouguyswhat?(lookingathermother)

MaN:Gorempakeyamang(aboutwhogotyou

pregnant)

Neelo:MamaIjustarrivedandyouare(pretendingto

beshockedyetagain)ahmama.Legale....

MaN:Girlieyouwon’tfoolme..

Neelo:Mamabathongijoo.Galebatlagonkobamo

ntlongyalonalebue(ifyouwanttochasemeoutof

yourhouseyoucansayit)



HermotherlaughedandNeelolaughed.

Neelo:Kooremamakemaketse.NnaNeeloI’m just

from thefarm andlebuakampa?IjooMmaJones.

HermotherlaughedasNeeloclappedherhands.

Neelo:Whereispapa?

MaN:Hedoesn’twanttoletgoofhisoldcar.

Neelo:Iyoo!Thatskorokorooncediedonus.Didhe

tellyou?

MaN:Hedid.

Neelo:HewasluckythatR-

Shestoppedherselffrom speakingandsmiled.

MaN:That?

Neelo:Agoodstrangerhelpedusorwecould’ve

beendoomed.

MaN:Isee.

Neelo:Yeah.Anywho,Iwillbeback.

MaN:Youjustgothere.



Neelo:Iknow.Iwon’tbelongmama.

Shemadeherwaytothebedroom.Sheshouted

from thebedroom.

Neelo:Borrowmethecarkeys.

MaN:Youwillfindthem onyourwayout.

Neelo:Thanks.

Atthehospital

NeeloparkedhercarnexttoRuby’scarunaware.

ShegotoutofhercarasRubygotoutofhers.The

twowomenlookedateachotherasRubyfrowned.

Ruby:Uhu!

Neelosmiled.It’sbeenyearsandthiswomanhad

beenthreeyearsaheadofherinUB.

Neelo:KeRubynaare?

Ruby:Intheflesh..



Neelo:Don’tstart.(pointingather)

Ruby:Citygirl..

Neelo:Mxm!Ilongleftthecity.

Ruby:Yourhusbandmovedwithyou?

Neelo:It’salongstory(lookingatheremptyring

finger)

Ruby:Ithoughtthistimeyouwould’vesettledwith

yourhusband..kanayouweresounluckywhenit

cametolove.

Neelo:Don’tstart.

RubylaughedasNeelolockedthecar.

Ruby:Tlhenebagotshamekabashimoney!

Neelo:Yeiyei!Nebaravasapeloyame...

Theywalkedtogethertothehospitalentrance.

Neelo:Thefirstlytimeyoumetme,nekellagore.

Ruby:Iremember,lefirstyearlaModimoandbafana



baUBbone.

Neelo:Fearthoselawstudents.ObonaPeterene

mmeotlobonwakeModimo.Kamma!KanaIwasa

villagegirlandShem kesatlolegoreafuture

advocatewantsme..Ichangedmywardrobeand

lifestylefastfast!

Ruby:Justforyoutoattendthewronglessonyama

year4andburstintotearswhileinclassafter

realizingyouattendedthewronglessonandyou

missedyourquizatyouractuallesson.Ifitwasn’t

meIswearyouweregoingtofaint

Neelo:Stress.AfterGodfearmen.Andyouwereso

kindtome,Iwasgoingthroughalot.

Theyfoundthelineandjoineditasthesatdown.

Rubycouldsmellthedistinctivecologneonherand

brusheditoff.

Neelo:Ican’tbelieveyourememberallthat.

Ruby:Wenacitygirl!

Neelolaughed.



TROUBLED
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AttheClinic

After30minutesofwaitingwithRuby,Neeloentered

thenurse’soffice.

Neelogreetedthenurseandsatdown.

Nurse:HowcanIhelpyou?

Neelo:Icameheretodoapregnancytest..

Nurse:Okay,haveyouhadanysignssofar?

Neelo:IhavetenderbreastsandIoccasionallyvomit

inthemorningsometimesatrandom times.

Nurse:Areyouonanycontraceptives?

Neelo:Nomam.

Nurse:Anyprotectionused?



Neeloshookherheadandthenurselookedather.

Nurse:Okay.

Sheopenedherdrawerandgaveherasmallcup.

Nurse:I’m goingtoneedyoutopeeintothissmall

cupthencallme.

Neelotookthecupasthenurseshowedherthe

smallbathroom.Neeloprayedsilently.Shewas

goingtohavealongconversationwithRhysand

afterthisiftheresultsarepositive.

Shepeedintothesmallcupthenwashedherhands.

Shecalledthenursesecondslaterandshecame

withapregnancytest.

Nurse:Youcanwaitforme.

Shenoddedandwenttositdown.Shecheckedher

phoneandshesentamessagetoRhysand.

Neelo:Areyouhome?



Sheplacedherphonebackonherlapandwaitedfor

thenursewhocamewiththepregnancytest.

Nurse:Thenwewaitmam.Whilewaitingletmetake

registryofyournameandtemperature.

Neelotoldthenursehernameandhertemperature

wastaken.Herphonevibratedonherlap.

Rice :Eemma.What’swrong?

Neelo:Nothing.Iwanttopassbyyourhouse.

Rice :Youarespendingtheweekend?

Neelo:No

Rice :we’lltalkwhenyouareherethen.

Neelo:Youarenotmyfavoritepersonrightnow.

Rice :WhatdidIdo?

Neelo:We’lltalkrra.

Rice:Eemma

Sheplacedthephonedownasshesighed.The



nursecheckedthetimeonherwatch.

Nurse:Letusseewhattheresultssay..

Sheflippedthepregnancyteststickandshenoted

downsomethingonthecard.Neelo’sheartslowed

downasshewaitedtohearwhatthenursehadto

say.

Nurse:MsJones,thetestispositive.

Neelo:Ifit’spositivewhatdoesitmean?

Shejustneededtheconfirmation.

Nurse:Youarepregnant.Wedon’tknowhowfar

alongsoIwillbookyouanappointmentwiththe

doctor...

Thenurselookedatthecalendaronthewall.

Nurse:Nextweeksobeavailableatexactly10am for

thedoctortoconfirm withascanandwecanthen

registeryourpregnancy.

Neelo:Eemma.Thankyou.



ThenursehandedherthecardandNeelostoodup.

Sheplacedthecardinherarmpitsasshetexted

Rhys.

Neelo:I’m onmyway.

ShesentthetextandcoveredherfrownasRuby

walkedoutoftheotherroom whereshehadtosee

thenurse.

Neelo:Itwassoniceseeingyou.

Ruby:Weshouldcatchup,Iam herefortheweekend

andInevergoanywhere.

Neelo:Takemynumberandyoucancall,I’llbehere

foraweekatmost,

Ruby:Backtothecity.

Neelo:Notexactly.

Ruby:Andwecancatchup..

Neelo:Yesmam.



Neelotoldherthenumberasherphonerang,she

answeredasshewavedbyandwalkedtowardsthe

exit.

Neelo:Hello.

Rhys:Warewhat’sup?

Neelo:I’m onmyway.

Rhys:Youdon’tsoundsohappy.

Neelo:Idon’tknowhowtofeelbutkeetla.

Beforehecouldsayanythingshehungupand

walkedtotheparkinglot.Sheunlockedthecarand

gotinside.Sheplacedherheadonthesteering

wheelbeforeshestartedthecar.

MeanwhileRubymadeherwaytothecarasshesaw

Neelo’scarreverse.Shesmiled.Thatlittlegirlhad

beenthroughalotintermsofdatingandmaybeshe

wasn’twearingbecauseshewasdivorcedbutshe

hoped,shefindshappiness.Neelowaskindandshe

couldn’tstopthankingherfrom thattimeshehelped



her.Shehadsatherdownandcomfortedherwhen

shecriedoverthatPetercharacter.Thenthey

startedtotalkandshecomfortedNeeloagainafter

amedstudentplayedwithherheart.Shehadbeen

sodistraughtoverthatoneshem.Inherownlittle

worldNeelohadthoughtMichaelwastheonebuthe

crushedwhatwasleftofNeelo’sheart.Theylost

communicationwhenshegraduatedandNeelowas

apparentlyengagedtobemarried.

Shegotinsidehercar,therewillcomeatimewhenit

doesn’thurtanymoreandshewillapologize

sincerelytoRhysandforhurtinghim.Hemusthate

thewholefemalespecierightnow.

AtRhysand’shouse

Neeloparkedhercaroutsideandopenedthegate.

Shewasholdingthecardinherhandsasshewalked

tothehouse.Sheknockedandwaitedforhim to

openthedoor.



Hewasshirtlessandexposinghisrippedmuscles.

Neelowalkedpasthim andsatdown.

Neelo:Andwearashirt,don’tadvertiseyourselflike

that.

Rhysandfrowned.Whatwasupwithher?

Neelolookedathim waitingforhim toputonashirt

orsomethingsothathisperfectbodydoesn’t

distracther.

Neelo:Rra?

Rhys:I’m justwithyouinthehousesweetheart,go

rileng?(what’swrong)

Neelo:Wagana?

Heshookhisheadandwalkedtothebedroom

wherehepickedhist-shirt.Heworeitandwalkedto

thelounge.

Rhys:Happynow?

Neelo:Thankyou.



Hesatnexttoherandshelookedathim.

Neelo:Wehavetotalk.

Rhys:Iam listening.

Shebreathedinandout.

Neelo:RhysI-(suckinginadeepbreath)I’m pregnant.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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Inthecar

Ruby:Wellit’smydistantcousin’sbabyshowerand

hersisterorganizeditalongwithhermother.We

aren’treallythatclosebutIagreedtocome.Anyway

ifyoucanmanagetocome.

Neelo:Idon’tknow.Thatsoundslikeafamilything.I

wouldn’twanttointrudeandtheydon’tknowme,I’m

astranger.

Ruby:Iguessyouareright.

Neelo:Nexttime.Thankyouthoughforthinkingof

me.That’ssokindofyou.

Ruby:Andafteralltheseyearsyouarestillthis

humblesweetgirl.

Neelosmiledassheturned.



Neelo:Iguessthat’sjustme.CanIcalllater?I’m

driving.

Ruby:Ofcourse.

RubyhungupandNeelodroveforthenextfive

minutestillshearrivedatherparentshouse.She

frowned.Sheleftherhospitalcardathisplace.She

willgobackforit.Sheparkedthecarnicelyjustlike

shefounditandshewasgladthatthegatewasnot

closed.Theenginestoppedandshegotoutofthe

cartogoclosethegate.

Minuteslatershewasinsidethehouseandshe

foundherparentsallrelaxedwatchingScandal!

Neelo:Dumelang.(holdingherphoneandthecarkeys)

RaN:Hello.

Neelo:Uhm letm-

Shejustwalkedtothebedroom andNeelo’sfather



lookedathiswifewhoshruggedandcontinued

watchingtv.

Neelogotoutoftheclothesshewaswearing,wore

herrobeandgothertoiletrybag.Abathfirstand

thatdreadedtalkwithherparents.Yikes!

AtRuby’sparents

Rubyfoldedthebabyclothesintothegiftbagand

shesighed.Shedidn’tknowwhysheacceptedthis

invitationhonestly.Nowshewasherethinkingabout

howherchildwithRhysandwouldlook.Rhysand

wouldbeanyone’sdream babydaddy,hewaswell

offminushisillegaldealings,lovingandheknew

howtogiveprincesstreatment.Hisnextwoman

wouldbelucky,sodamnluckytobelovedbyhim.

Shefinishedfoldingtheclothesandshesmiled.Her

cousinwouldappreciatethesesmallgifts.Ruby



rubbedherflattummy,shewouldneverknowhowit

felttofeelyourtummygrowortofeelbabykicks,

shetookthatpreciousexperienceawayfrom

Rhysandandsherobbeditfrom herself.Allshewas

leftwithwasregretsandregrets.Shewillheal,one

stepatatime.Nomatterhowlongitwasgoingto

take,shewasgoingtobefine.Healingisthe

messiestjourneytoeverexist,onedayyouarefine

andthenextyouarenotbutshewilltrustthe

process.

AtNeelo’sparents

Neelorehearsedwhatshewasgoingtosayasshe

silentlysatnexttoherfather.Shewasinher

warmestpyjamas.

Neelo:Mom,dad...

Theybothlookedather.

Neelo:Ihavesomethingtotellyouandtlhebathong

leskaomana.(pleasedon’tgetangryatme)



MaN:Whywouldwe?

Neelo:Idonotknow.Heregoes..

Sheplacedherhandsonlapandtwiddledher

thumbs.Herfatherreducedthevolumeofthetv

waitingforNeelototalk.AminutepassedandNeelo

wasstillsilent.

Neelo:I-yoh.I’m pregnant.

Silence.Moreawkwardsilence.

RaNeelolookedathisonlychildwhileMaNeelo

nodded.SheknewitbutNeelohadbeendenyingit

earlier.

RaN:Pregnant?

Neelo:Eerra.

RaNeelolookedathisdaughteragain.

RaN:Whoshouldweaddressourlettertongwanaka?

Shebitherlowerlip.



Neelo:Theuhm-tha-theMcKnights.

Herfather’seyeswidenedandhermother’sface

wasmarredwithconfusiontillitclickedtoherwho

theMcKnightswere.

MaN:Nenemangsentlesentle?

Neelo:Rhysand.

Hermotherlookedatherdaughterinshockandher

fathernodded.

RaN:Verywell.AreyouokayNene?

Neelo:Eerra.

Herfatherfinallysmiledandhuggedhisdaughter.

RaN:Aslongasyouarehappywiththatboy,I’m

happy.

Neeloclosedhereyeshuggingherfatherback.

Neelo:Iam dad.Thankyou.



Shebrokethehugandshelookedatherparents.

Neelo:Ijustdidn’twantyouguystobesurprised.I’ll

beinmyroom.

Shestoodupandexcusedherself.MaNeelowas

stillblownawaybywhoimpregnatedherdaughter.

Shelookedatherhusbandwhohadnoproblem

handingovertheirpreciousdaughtertothatthug.

Neelohadbeenthroughalotandshedidn’twanther

daughtertogothroughsomuchpain.Shehasheard

alotabouthim andthevillagewassmallpeople

talkedandhisfather,welleventhoughpeoplehad

forgot.Shedidn’t.Shedidn’twantherdaughtertobe

hurt.

RaN:Iknowyouareworried.Neeloisanadultand

wecan’tbabyherforever.Shecanmakeherown

decisions.

MaN:Shedidn’teat.Letmetakehersomethingto

eat.



ShestoodupandRaNeeloincreasedthetvvolume.

MaNeelowarmedNene’sfoodandafterafew

secondsputitonatraywalkingtoherdaughter’s

bedroom.Sheknockedonthedoor.

Neelo:Comein.

Sheopenedthedoorwithonehandandwalkedin

withthefood.Shelookedupfrom herphone.

Neelo:Heymama.

MaN:Didyoueat?

Neelo:Thankyou..

Shesatuprightandgotthetray.Sheplaceditonher

lapandlookedatthefood.

MaN:HowlonghaveyouknownRhysand?

Neelo:Forthreemonths.

MaN:andyouaresureyoulovehim?



Neelo:Eemma.

Neelopushedtheveggiesawayandstartedbiting

intothechicken.Shecoveredhermouthasshe

chewedandswallowed.

Neelo:Thechickenisgoodmom.

MaN:Doyouknowanythingabouthisfamilyand

thathewasarrestedlessthanayearago?

Neelo:Iknowaboutthearrest.Akerehewasnot

foundguiltyofanythingmama,aninnocentman.Is

itthetattoosthatmakeyouthinkheisabadperson?

Neeloaskedinnocently.Wellshewon’tlietoherself

andsayhedidn’tlookliketroublebutthelittletime

shespentwithhim provedhewasagoodman.What

wentaroundwasjustrumorsthatsheshouldnot

evenentertain.

MaN:Thepolicedon’tjustarrestinnocentpeople

Nene.



Neeloshrugged.

MaN:areyousureyouwantamanwhom youwill

alwayshavetolookoveryourshoulder?Whatifheis

abusivelikehe’sf-

ShestoppedherselfandNeelofrowned.Sheshook

herhead.

Neelo:Rhysisnotabusivemama,youaren’thappy

forme?

MaNswallowed.Neelowastoosweetforthisthug,

hedidn’tdeserveherdaughter.Notatall.

MaN:Iam,onceyouareamotheryouwillrealize

thatamotheralwayswantsthebestforherchildat

alltimes.Ifanythingbothersyou,don’thesitateto

tellus.

Neelonoddedandateherfoodsilently.

MaN:Goodnight.

ShekissedNeelo’sforeheadandwalkedout.



Thefollowingday

Neelospenthalfhermorningbrowsingthrough

Facebooklookingforjobposts.Shewasn’tsureif

theywillhireherwithonlyherinternexperiences,the

onesshedidwhileshewasstillcompletingher

degree.Shenoteddownthejobsthatsuitedher

qualificationsandshewouldthenseewhattodo,

anywayinthecountrywasokay.

Sherubbedherchest.Shecouldn’tavoidtheurgeto

throwupanymoreandshegotoutofbedtogopuke

inthebathroom.Sherinsedhermouthandsighed.

Whatwasshegoingtoeatthistime?

.

.

*

*
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AtNeelo’sparents

Neelo’ssatcrossleggedonthebedasshesnapped

herfingers.TimetotypeoutaCVandletters.She

frownedasshestartedatthelaptopscreen.She

absolutelyforgothowtodothebasics.Herphone

disturbedherpeaceandshesighedpickingitup.

Neelo:Hello..

Rhys:whyareyousoworkedup?

Neelo:it’snothing,howareyou?

Rhys:Sureyoudon’twanttospendthedaywithme?

Neelo:Iam stillbusymylove.

Rhys:Andhowisyourbusyworkingoutforyou?

Neelo:notsogood.Ifeeldumb.



Rhys:Talktome..

Neelo:Iwillgoogleitandfigureitoutsomehow.

Rhys:Letmenotdisturbyouokay?Iloveyouguys.

Neelochuckled.

Neelo:Guyskebomang?(whoareguys?)Rhyssay

afterme,IloveyouNeelo(imitatinghisdeepvoice)

Rhys:Iloveyoutwo(laughing)

Neelo:Iam notacceptingthat.Bye.

Beforehecouldsayanythingshehungupand

Rhysandlaughedattheotherendoftheline.He

slippedhisphoneinthepocketandgotinsidethe

car.Hewasjustpassingby,Alexaskedhim to

anyway.

Neelobitherlipasshewenttogoogleandtypedin

“howtoconstructaCV”.



AtWapelo’sparents

Rubyparkedhercarandshesmiled.Thesetupwas

socuteforthemothertobe.Itwasallblueand

white.Shegotoutofthecarwithhergiftandshe

madesuretolockit.Shewalkedthroughthegateas

shewaswelcomedbyoneofherothercousins.

Her:Youmadeit.

Ruby:justtosayhiandall.

ThecousintookthegiftsandRubywalkedinsidethe

yard.ShesawWawa’smotherandsmiled.It’sbeen

quiteawhilesinceshehasseenthiswoman.

MaWawa:HelloRuby.

Ruby:Dumelang(smiling)

MaWawa:Lookatyouallgrown,lastIwasupdated

youweresupposedtogetmarried.

Rubysmiled.

Ruby:Itdidn’tworkout.

MaWawa:Sorrymychild.Someonewillcomealong,



helostaruby.

Rubylaughedasshewalkedtothehousewith

Wawa’smother.

Ruby:IlastsawWapeloyearsago,shehasbeen

distant.

MaWawa:Allofyoukidshavebeendistant,

Decemberisfastapproachingweshouldmakea

familyreunion,Iam quitesureyoudon’tevenknow

someofyourcousins.

Ruby:Nodoubtaboutthat.WhatcanIdotohelp?

MaWawa:Someareinthekitchenandattheback,

thereisabraaistand.Ruby’sboyfriendwassweet

enoughtooffertobraaithemeatforus.Afterthe

cooking,wecanstartthebabyshower.

Wawawalkedoutofthebedroom rubbingherbump,

shesawhermotherwithsomeoneshedidn’t

recognize.Shefrownedwhenitfinallyclicked.

Wawa:Ruby!

Ruby:Intheflesh..



Wawa:Wow,you’restillbeautifulandtall.

Rubylaughed.Shehadalwayslovedherowntall

heightandthefactthatRhysandhadnotbeen

intimidatedbyherheightandhewasstilltallerthan

herhadmadethem aperfectmatchbutnowthat’s

doneanddusted.

Ruby:I’m stillgoingtobetall.

Wawa:Well...(sittingdown)

Ruby:Howistheexperiencesofar?

Wawa:Wonderful.Ineverexpectedthisbutthe

experienceisabeautifuloneandIcan’twaittomeet

thelittleone.Iknowhewillbehisfather’sreplica,

speakingofhisfather..(standingup)

Ruby:Andthen?

Wawa:Iam goingtocallhim,heshouldbehere.

Ruby:Alright.

AtMaRhysand’shouse



TheboyswerewiththeirmotherandRhysandbadly

wantedtotellthem thathewasexpecting.

MaRhys:TellWapeloIsaidhi.

Alex:Yesmother.(smiling)

MaRhys:AndRhysandwhyareyouhappy?

Rhys:It’snothing..

Alex:(raisinganeyebrow)IsitNeelomakingyouthis

happy?

Rhys:Otlaswabatlhemona(laughing)

Hismotherlookedathim withasmallsmile.

MaRhys:Isthereanewwomaninyourlife?

Rhys:Mom yoh!

MaRhys:Itisokaytomoveonyouknow.

Alex:Apparentlygatwesheistiny.

Rhys:Wenamonawaswaba!(laughing)Mom wehave

togoandI’llpassbylatertotalktoyou.

MaRhys:Okay.Bye.



ThetwobrotherswalkedoutofthehouseandMa

Rhyssmiledalone.

.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtWapelo’sparents

AlexparkedhiscarasRhysandparkedbehindhim

beforetheybothgotoutoftheircars.

Rhys:I’m onlyherebecausemygirldoesn’twantto

seeme.

Alex:Andyouaresadaboutit?

Rhys:Haveyouseenmybabygirl?

Alex:Youarestillkeepinghersecret(laughing)

Rhys:Iwillintroduceheroneofthesedays.

Alex:Pleasedobigbrother.

Thetwowalkedintotheyardwhiletalking.There

wasmusicplayingastheywalkedin.Alexlooked



aroundandlookedathisbrotherastheladies

stoppeddoingwhattheyweredoingtogapeatthe

twogentlemenwhojustwalkedin.

Alex:Theyarealllookingatyou..

Rhys:Mxm!Whereisthebraaistand?

Alex:Apparentlyattheback..

RhysandfollowedAlextothebackandtheylooked

atthebraaistand.

Rhysandsmiled.HeimaginedseeingNeelowithher

pregnantbellyatthebackyardofhishousewatching

him braaifornoreasonatall.Sofarhercravings

seem weird.Whoeatsbutterandmarshmallows?He

shookhisheadwithalittlelaughandAlexnoticed

that.WasRhysandinlove?Hedidn’twanttobelieve

itbecausehethoughthewasusinghissupposed

girlfriendasarebound.

MeanwhileinthekitchenRubywasbythewindow

rinsingtheglasseswhenshefrownedseeing



RhysandthroughthewindowwithAlex.Whatwere

theydoinghere?

Wapelowalkedintothekitchenandstaredatthe

window.

Wawa:Hefinallycame.

Ruby:Who?

Wawa:Alex,I’llintroduceyoutohim andhisbrother.

Ruby:Alex?

WawarubbedherbellyandlookedatRuby.

Wawa:Y-yes.Youknowhim?

Rubywasabouttospeakbutsheshookherhead.

Somethingswerebetterleftunsaid.

Ruby:Notatall.

Wawa:Alright.I’llbeback.Theyshouldjustbraaiand

leave.

ShewalkedoutofthekitchenandRubystaredout



thewindowasthemenlaughedandRhysandhitthe

backofhisbrother’shead.Theywerealwaysso

close.Sheletoutasighassheresumedwithher

duty.

Atthebackofthehouse,Wawawalkedtowardsthe

boyswithasmile.

Wawa:Thankyouforvolunteering,noneoftheladies

weregoingtobraai.

Rhys:HewillbedoingalltheworkandIwilljust

supervisehim.

Alexwrappedhishandsaroundherandshesmiled.

Wawa:Ifyouguysneedanything,everyoneishereto

assistandthankyousomuch.Mymotherwillpass

byandthankyou.

ShekissedAlex’scheekandsheknockedonthe

kitchendoor.Rubywasforcedtoopenthedoorfor

her.



Wawa:Letmeintroduceyouguyssoitisn’tawkward

whentheywalkinandoutofthekitchenforanything.

Ruby:Thereisnoneed.

Wawa:Thereis,assistthem withanythingtheyneed.

Themeatisinthefridgeandtheycanmarinateit.

Theyareheretohelp.

Wawaendedupwinningandshesteppeddownand

waitedforRubytogetoutofthekitchen,Rubyfinally

didsoandRhysandwasmildlysurprisedbyRuby’s

presenceandAlexjustlookedattheladies.

Wawa:RubymeetAlexandRhysand.Alexismy

son’sfatherandRhysandishisolderbrother.

Ruby:Hi,nicetomeetyou(smiling)

Rhysand:Likewise.

AlexjustnoddedasWawawenton.

Wawa:Anythingyouneedshecanassist,sheisone

ofmymanycousinsandRubythesearemyguests.

RubynoddedandWawasmiled.



Wawa:Nowthatintroductionsareoutoftheway,I

cangogetready.

ShewalkedawaytothehouseleavingRubywithher

guests.Rhysandslippedhishandsinhispockets

andAlexturnedhisbackonRubyandtalkedto

Rhysand.Rubybitherlip,therewouldbenocivility

hereanditseemedasifshewasstillthebadguy.

Ruby:Ifyouguysneedanything,I’llbeinthekitchen.

Noresponse.Sheturnedaroundembarrassedand

walkedtothekitchen.Shehadthoughtthatoneof

them wouldsaytheyknewherbuttheyactedso

indifferentasifshewasn’tpartoftheirlivesfora

year.Shedidn’tevenknowAlexwasdatingher

distantcousin.Tearsfilledhereyesandsheused

theaprontowipehertears.Sheshouldn’tevenbe

crying.

Alex:IfIhad-



Rhys:Alex,Ilovedheratsomepointinmylifebut

rightnowwhatwehaveisn’tloveorhate,it’sjust

indifference.SheisanotafactorinmylifethatI

havetoconsider.

Alex:AndhereIthoughtyouwereusingpoortiny

Neelo.

Rhys:Wanyelamesta.

HelaughedandRhysshookhishead.

Rhys:Weshouldprobablymarinatethemeatandall.

Alex:Kitchen.Yougo.

Rhys:Sure.

HewalkedtothekitchenandfoundRubybusy

choppinguponions.

Rhys:Whereisthemeat?

Ruby:Fridgean-

Shekeptquietashislargeframefilledthekitchen,

histattooswereoutondisplayandinsteadofthe

choppingbeingthecenterofherattention,his



presencewasandshestillcouldn’ttakehereyesoff

him.Heplacedthebowlwiththemeatandlooked

around.

Rhys:Theseasoning?

Shewipedherhandsonherapronandherhands

slightlyshookassheopenedthepantrytotakeout

theseasoninghemightneed,sheknewhewasn’ta

badcook.Thoughtheyneverhadabraai,hecould

holdhisowninthekitchen.

Assheplacedtheseasoninginfrontofhim,the

songthatusedtobetheirfavoritestartedplaying

andsheswallowed.

Idugasingleseedintotheground

Ihopeitgrows,grows

Inayearortwoifyou'rearoundyou'llseearose,

rose

Packmeupandkeepmehiddensomewherethat



youcanfindme

OnthistraintoParisgoingnowhere

Drawthebridgebehindme

Don'tbegonetoolong(toolong)

'Causeyouwon'tbetheretolovemewhenyou're

gone

Don'tbegonetoolong(toolong)

Tellmewho'sgonnalovemewhenyou'regone

(Ooh,yeah,ooh)

Whenyou're,whenyou'regone

(Ooh,yeah,ooh)

Whenyou'regone

Shelookedathim asheleanedbythecounter.He

usedtosingthatsongwheneverhehadtogoand

shewouldsingback,hewasinloveandsherealized

lateraftershelosthim thatsheactuallydidlovehim

morethanlifeitself.



Ruby:Thatusedtobeoursong.

Rhys:Yeah.

Hetookadeepbreathandhestartedtoseasonthe

meatasthesongkeptonplaying,Rubywatchedhim.

Asecondchancewouldn’thurtanyoneandshestill

lovedhim.AsRhysandseasonedthemeat,allthe

memoriescamebackasthepartwhereChrisBrown

issinging“Bringitbacktome,ringitbacktome,is

itreallyover?”hit.Apartofhim willalwayswantto

knowwhattheirfuturewouldhavelookedlikebut

trustwasgoneandsowashe.

Ruby:(sighing)HoneywhenI’m allalone,Iseethis

forwhatitis.Iwaswrongandit(clearingher

throat)tookmonthstoacceptthatitwasmyfault.

RhyskepthisthoughtstoherselfasRubywashed

herhands.Rhyswasstillputtingseasoningintothe

meatandthemarinates.Shestoodbythesinkand

hewalkedtothesinktowashhishands.Hiscologne

gottoherandshesmiledwistfully.Ithasbeen3

monthstoolongwithouthiscologne.



Heleanedbythecounterandsighed.

Ruby:IknowIhurtyoubuttherewashappiness

becauseofme,therewashappinessinourhistory

Rhysandandtwounfortunateandirreversible

incidentstookitallaway.I-IrealizedthatIloveyou

andIstilldo.

Rhys:Ihopeyoufindclosure.

Hiswordsshatteredher.Shebitherlipastears

blurredhervision.

Ruby:AllIwantfrom younowisthegreenlightof

forgiveness.Iam sorryforthatnightwhenIacted

crazyandsaidyouhadawomaninthehouse.You

haven’tmetthenewmeyetandI-IstillloveyoubutI

willlearntolivewithoutyouRhysand,thoughithits

mesometimesthatIcan’thaveyouanditwasmy

fault.

Rhys:Ruby,youdidyouandIhopeyoufinditinyour

hearttoforgiveyourself.Don’tholdontothedream

ofusgettingbacktogether,thedamagehasbeen

doneandIhaveaccepteditforwhatitis.I’m way



pastyourtransgressionsagainstme,theyhave

unequivocallychangedmylifeandIhavetolook

overmyshoulderbecausethepolicearealways

waitingformetobreakthelawandputmebackin

prisonbutwemove.

Shelookeddown.

Rhys:Itwasniceseeingyou.

Thatwasallhesaidbeforehewalkedoutwiththe

bowlandRubycouldseethatshelosthim.Shelost

Rhysandandtherewasnothingshecoulddotoget

him back,eventheirfavoritesongdidn’tresuscitate

hisfeelingsforher.Ithurttofinallyseethathewas

overher.Thathedidn’tcareaboutherandhewasn’t

shoutingorangry,hewasthecalm Rhysandshe

knewandhelookedlikeheacceptedhisfateand

whatitentailed.Sheblinkedacoupleoftimesas

shecontinuedtocuttheonions.Tearsrolleddown

hereyesandshedidn’tbotherwipingthem away,

shewillusetheexcuseofcuttingonionstojustcry



hereyesoutinthekitchen.

Alexlookedathisbrother.

Alex:IknowI’m youngerthanyoubutyouareover

her?

Rhys:Iam.Closedchaptersarejustthat.Closedand

nevertobevisitedagain.Ican’tgobackintothefire

thatonceburntme,thatwouldbestupidofmeAlex.

Alex:Wow!

Rhys:Ithappens.FunnythingisyesterdayIwas

askedifIstillloveRubyandIhesitated.Isawthe

hurtinhereyesasshenoddeditoutafterI

answeredsecondslater.Iwasn’tsureifIstillloved

RubyornotbutImetRubytodayandIdon’thateher

norloveher.Itdidn’thurtanymore.(Smiling)

.

.

.

*



TROUBLED

#40

AtNeelo’sparents

Rhys:Dumelang.

MaN:Hi.

Heputhishandstogetherandhewasn’tsurewhat

tosaybutthesemaybehispotentialin-laws.

Rhys:Iam lookingforNeelo.

MaNeelowantedtorefusebutshewassureher

daughterwouldn’tappreciatethat.

MaN:Comein.

Shemovedfrom thedoortoallowhim tostepin.

RhysandwalkedinasMaNeeloclosedthedoor.He



sawMrJonessittingonthecouchasheplacedhis

newspaperdown.HelookedupandsawRhysand.A

smileformedonhislipsandRhysandletoutalittle

smile.ThiswasawkwardashellbutNeelosaidhe

shouldcomeright?

Rhys:Dumelang.

RaN:Helloson,howhaveyoubeen?

Rhys:Ihavebeenwellsir,thankyou.

MaNeeloexcusedherselfandmadeherwaytothe

bedroom.Shesatonthebedandtookadeepbreath.

Hewashisfather’sexactreplicathroughand

through.

IntheloungeRaNeeloaskedRhysandabouthow

everythingwasgoingafterfarm.Rhysupdatedhim

andhealsoacknowledgedthatNeelowasdoingher

absolutebesttoimproveeverything.Inherbedroom,

NeeloheardRhysand’svoiceandshesmiled.She

hopedtherewerenoawkwardvibesinthelounge.

Shegotoffthebedinhertightsandoversizedtee.

Sheslippedherfeetintothesleepersandgother



trayaswell.

Shewalkedoutmakingherwaytothekitchen,she

passedthem bytheloungeandsmiled.Thiswas

goingbetterthansheexpected.Shewashedher

plateandputbackeverythingwhereitbelonged

beforeshedecidedtointerrupt.Beforeshecould

evenutteraword,herfatherspoke.

RaN:HeisheretoseeyouNene.

Neelo:Alrightdad.

NeelolookedatRhysandandknewitwouldbe

disrespectfulashellforhertotakehim toherroom.

Neelo:Letmegochangemyshoes,I’llbeback.Just

aminute.

Neelowalkedtoherroom tochangehershoesand

shetrappedherphonebeforeshemadeherwayto

thelounge.

Neelo:Wewon’tbelong.

HerfathernoddedandRhysandsaidbyeasthey

walkedoutofthehouse.Assoonasheclosedthe



door,heplacedhishandsaroundherwaist.

Neelo:I’veneverdonethisbefore.

Rhys:Meneither,youlooklikeyourmom.Iwas

wonderingwhereyougotsuchbeauty.

Sheblushedandhekissedherlipslightly.

Rhys:Howareyoutwo?

Neelo:Wearegood.

Rhys:Sure?

Neelo:Hundredpercentsure.Youcan’tlivewithout

mecanyou?

Rhys:Don’tlietoyourselfsweetheart.

Neelo:Youaretheonewhocameheretoseeme.

Whoislyingtothemselvesnowsweetheart?

Hesmiledandkissedheragain.Theywalkedtohis

carandinthebedroom MaNeelomovedthecurtain

asshewatchedthem allloveydovey.Sheclosedthe

curtainandsatdownonthebed.



MeanwhileNeelogotcomfortableinthecar.

Rhys:Letmedriveforawhilesowecantalk.

Neelo:Okay.Letmestartfirst,Iwasbusywithjob

applications.

Rhys:Youarelookingforajob?

Neelo:Ihaveababyonthew-

Rhys:WehaveaababyNeelo.We..

Neelo:WehaveababyonthewayandasmuchasI

havesomemoneystashedinmyaccount,itwill

eventuallydryoutandIneedastablejobtotake

careofourchild.IhaveadegreeandIhatetoadmit

thatI’m pickyandwon’tsettleforajobnotinline

withmyqualificationseventhoughit’shard.

Rhys:Youstudiedarchiveandrecordsmanagement

right?

Neelo:Yes.IsawpostsonFacebookandtheywere

legit.

Rhys:Francistown?



Neelo:No.KeboMaun,Masungaandotherplaces.

Rhys:Gaoyekoo(you’renotgoingthere)

Neelo:Excuseme?

Rhys:NeeloItoldyouI’m notdoingalongdistance

relationship,imagineyoubeingallaloneinMaun

pregnant.Yourparentsarenoteventhere.

Neelo:Iam notgoingtodependonamantotake

careofmyneedseveragain.Therearenopostsin

FrancistownRhys.

Rhys:We’llfiguresomethingoutbutyou’renotgoing

there.

Neelo:We’llsee(underherbreath)

Rhys:Whatwasthat?

Neelo:Nothing.

Shefoldedherarmsandlookedathim.As

unplannedasthispregnancywas,shewasgoingto

lookforajobandseeiftheywouldtakeapregnant

workerwhoisgoingtodisappearmonthslaterto



givebirth.Shewillseebutshewasnotgoingto

dependonherparentsoraman,Aone’sparentssaid

amouthfulaboutherdependingontheirsonbutat

thattimeshereallydiddeem itunnecessarytowork

whenAonetookcareoftheexpenses,allshehadto

dowaskeepshutabouthissecret.

Rhysandplacedhishandsonthesteeringwheeland

lookedather.Hewasn’tevenconsideringhermiles

awaywithhischild,asmuchashedidn’twantalong

distancerelationshipitwouldbemuchbetterifshe

washerebecausehismotherandherparentswere

here,soshewouldbeokay.Ifshewasfarfrom him

whatifsheisattacked?Heknewthatobviously

someoneiskeepingtabsonhislifeandhewasn’t

goingtoriskhisgirlfriend’slifeandherson’slife.

Rhys:Stillonthepregnancy...

Shelookedathim.Shedidn’twanttobedictatedin

allhonesty.



Rhys:Howwouldyoufeelaboutmovinginwithme.

Neelo:No!

Rhys:Wa-

Neelo:Rhysandit’sano.Iam notmovinginwithyou

andno,I’m notdiscussingit.

Rhysandwasabouttoreplywhenherphonerang

andshesmiledinsurprise.HesawthecallerIDas

sheanswered.

Neelo:Hello..whatanicesurprise!

..................

Neelo:I’m athome.Am Ibusy?IthinkI’llbedonein

anhour.Youdidn’thavetotravelallthewaytosee

me.(laughing)

................

Neelo:Okay.You’llcallinanhour.Bye.

Shehungupandplacedthephoneonherlap.



Rhysandwasjustlookingather.

Rhys:IknowwhatI’m doing.

Neelo:IalsoknowwhatI’m doing.Youcannotbully

meintoagreeingwitheverythingyou’resaying.You

don’twanttocompromise,assoonasImoveinwith

you,youwillnotwantmetoworkandallthat.Idon’t

wanttomoveinwithyou,spendtheweekend?SureI

willdothatbutIwillnotbeperformingwifelyduties

whenI’m stillag-girlfriend(hesitating)

RhysandnoticedthehesitationandNeelounfolded

herarms.Shewasn’tabouttosetherselfupfor

disappointment,themanmightnotevenbeoverhis

ex-fiancéesoshewasgoingtobeindependentof

him andherparents.

Rhys:Neelothinkaboutit.

Neelo:Iam notgoingtolie,Iam notgoingtothink

aboutit.Iwon’tmoveinwithyouRhysand.No.Nope.

Rhys:IguessIhavenootherchoicethen.

Neelo:Whatdoyoumean?



Hesmiledandkissedherforeheadwhileshewas

blanklikeanA4paper.

Rhys:Let’sdropthetopic.Idon’twanttofightwith

you.

Neelo:IhopeImademypointsclear.

Rhys:Crystalmylove.

Neelo:Good.

Hekissedherlipswhilesqueezingherbreasts.

Neelo:Esengthata.(nottoomuch)

Rhys:Sensitive?

Neelo:Yes.

Rhys:Iliketheirnewshape.(squeezingthem some

more)

Neelo:Rhys!(wincing)

Hechuckledandwenteasyonthesqueezing.He

rubbedherchinandlookedatherwithalittlesmile.



AtWapelo’sparents

Rubycouldn’twaitforthebabyshowertoendatthis

point.Shewashappyforhercousinbutshewanted

tojustletitgo.Shekilledherownbabyandshe

couldbeholdingherownbabyatthisexactmoment,

soit’sherfault.Shelostagoodmaninthelineof

workandsherealizeditaftershehandedhim over

onasilverplatter.Shewentpsychoonhim afterhe

brokethingsoff,hewaswellwithinhisrightstodo

so.Intheprocess,shejustmadehislifeharder

sincehislifewillbemonitoredfrom adistance.

Sheknewthepolicedidn’tgiveupjustlikethat,

obviouslytherewassomeoneundercoverworkingin

hiscase.Sheknewhewasbadnews,hehadred

flagsalloverbutthebadboysaretheoneswholove

themostandhedidgiveherqueentreatment.She

willleaveitallbehind,therewillbehappinessforher

inthenearfuture.Shesighedassheclappedher



handswhilepoppingamintintohermouth.She

forcedabrightsmileasthebabyshowercontinued.

.

.

.

*

*

*



TROUBLED

#41

AtNeelo’sparents

AnhourlaterNeelogotoutofthecarandwaved

Rhysandoff.Shecheckedherphoneandcalled

Katlegoback.Heansweredimmediatelyandshe

smiled.

Neelo:Heyoldfriend,howhaveyoubeen?

Katlego:Ihavebeencoping.

Neelo’ssmileturnedintoasadone.Hewasstill

mourningAoneandsheunderstoodhispain.Toher

AonewasafriendbuttoKatlegohewasmorethan

that,shedidn’tknowifhewouldbeeverbeableto

moveon.Shewalkedtothegateandopenedit.

Katlego:Canwemeet?



Neelo:Ofcourse.Wecancatchupoverwhathas

beenhappening.

Katlego:You’lltellmewhere,I’m intheshopsthough

therearenotmanyhere.

Neelo:Thevillagestillneedstobedevelopedtota.

Okay,givemeafewminutesandI’llbethere.I’lltake

ataxi.I’m surebomamaaretiredofmeborrowing

theircar.

Hechuckled.

Katlego:Kidjustgethere.

Neelo:Ee.(laughing)

Shewalkedtothehousetalkingtothephoneand

wavedatherparentsasshepassedtoherbedroom.

Sheplacedherphoneagainstherearandshoulder

asshepickedherhandbagandopenedit.She

checkedifshehadcoinsforataxitoandfrom town.

Themoneywasenough.Shepickedthehandbag

andshewalkedoutofthebedroom stillonthe



phone.Shewavedatherparentsandshemadea

mentalnotetostartlookingforaplot.Sheshould

startwithasmalltworoomsandrentitoutforitto

makeextraincomeforabetterhouse.

SheclosedthegatewhenKatlegohungup.She

openedherbagandremovedtheumbrellathatwas

inside.Shewalkedtothestopassheenvisionedher

lifeinthenexttenyears.Thisbabymighthavebeen

ablessingindisguise,shewasgoingtobeinher

slumberwhileshedidn’thaveanythingtohername.

Shestoppedbythestopandwaitedfortaxistopass

from anywheresoshecouldstopone.

Attheshops

Rubywasrelievedthatthebabyshowerwasover

anddonewith.Sheparkedhercarwhenshespotted

Neelo.



Shescreamedoutofhercar.

Ruby:Neelo!(shouting)

Neelostoppedinhertracksandturnedtosewho

wasshoutinghernamesoloudinpublic.Theperson

screamedagainandshelookedaround.Rubyfinally

gotoutofthecarandwaved.Neelospottedherand

smiled.Rubysmiled.Shewassoshort,shethought

afteryearsNeelowould’vehavegainedweightand

addedatleastaninchtohershortheight.

Ruby:Andwemeetagain.

Neelo:Yesmam.Howareyou?Youlookexhausted.

Ruby:Iam.Iwashelpingoutatthebabyshower.

Neelo:Howdiditgo,I’m meetingsomeone.

TheystartedwalkingandRubytoldheraboutthe

babyshowerexcludingdetailsthathadRhysandand

Alexinthepicture.

Neelo:Itsoundsniceandthemothertobeseems

likeaniceperson.



Ruby:Aren’tyouthesweetest?

Neelosmiledasshelookedaroundtryingtospot

Katlego’scar.

Neelo:Butaslongasyouenjoyed.Suchmoments

arepreciousandyouneverknowifthat’sthelast

timeyouseesomeone.

Ruby:True.Lifeistooshort.

Neelo:VeryveryshortRuby.(signing)

Ruby:Whatareyoulookingfor?

Neelo:Afriend’scar.

Ruby:Afriend?

Neelo:Yep.Heisagoodfriendofmine.

Ruby:It’sahe?

Neelo:Yes.

Ruby:I’llbelievethatfornow.

Neelolaughedandshookherhead.Never,no.

Ruby:Butletmeleaveyoutoit.Ihavetobuy

somethingbytheshops.



Neelo:Alright.Bye.

TheysharedabriefhugandNeelolookedaround

whileRubywalkedaway.Neelospottedthecar

finallyandshewalkedtothecar.Sheopenedthe

doorandgotinside.

Neelo:Hey.

Katlego:Hiandyouareglowing.

Neelo:It’sthefarms,howareyou?(softly)

Katlego:Healingdoesn’thaveatimeframedoesit?

Neelo:Itdoesn’t.Healingisaprocess,somedays

youthinkyouareoverwhathappenedandthenext

youhaveahollowspaceinyourheartthatonlythat

personcanfill.It’sstillokay,somedaysyouwantto

dietoosoyoucanfillthatvoidsoit’s

understandable.

Katlego:Iwenttohisgraveyesterday.

Neelolookeddown.Whenwasthelasttimeshe

wenttoTutumetoseehisgraveandjustvisitAone?



Katlego:ItriedtobestrongandIcouldn’t.

Neelo:Youdon’thavetobestrong.Beingweak

sometimesisstrong.

KatlegobrokedowncryingandNeelorubbedhis

back.Shecouldn’tcompareherselftohim,ifshe

lostherlifepartner,thatwouldbreakhertoapoint

ofnoreturn.

AtMaRhysand’shouse

Rhysandparkedhiscarandheknockedonthedoor.

Hismotheropenedandmovedfrom thedoor,

Rhys:Andbeforeyoufeedme,I’m okay.

MaRhys:Okay.

Rhysandtookaseatandlookedaround.Hehad

beensoproudofhimselfafterhecompletedhis

mother’shouse.TheoldwomansatdownandRhys



claspedhishands.

Rhys:Ijustwantedtotellyouthatuhm....

Hedidn’tknowhowthisconversationwassupposed

togo.

Rhys:Youshouldexpectvisitorsanytimesoon.

MaRhys:Visitors?

Rhysrubbedthebackofhisneck.

Rhys:Mywomanisexpecting.

MaRhysandfrownedandrubbedherear.Rhysand

hadawoman?Sheisexpecting?Shewastotallylost.

MaRhys:Wareng?

Rhys:Keimisitse(Iknockedupsomeone)

Hismothermaintainedaseriousfacebeforeshe

smiled.

MaRhys:Anothergrandchild?(ululating)



Rhysandchuckledashismotherululated.

MaRhys:Myancestorsarewithme,theysawthatI

waslonely.

Rhys:Yoh!

MaRhys:whoisshe?CanIseeher?

Rhyslaughed.

Rhys:Soonmother.

.

.

.

*

*

*

AFEW DAYSLATER



TROUBLED

#42

AtMaRhysand’shouse

NeelopulleddownherdressasRhysandheldher

waist.Theyhadtheirdoctor’sappointmentinan

hourandRhysanddidn’tevenwarnher.Hejust

drovethem here.

Neelo:Icouldhavebeenbetterpreparedsir.

Rhys:Iloveyoutoo.

Neelo:Same.

Rhys:Sayitback.

Neelo:No..

Helaughedandkissedhernecksoftly.

Rhys:Shewillabsolutelyadoreyou.

Neelo:Idon’tknowRhysand.



Rhys:Trustme.

Neelo:Awarningwouldhavebeennicethough.Ihate

beingunpreparedforstuff.

Rhys:Don’tthinktoomuchaboutit.

Theywalkedtothedoorandheknockedonthedoor

asherheartbeatoutofherchest.Sheplayedwith

thenecklaceonherneckasshelookeddown.Itfelt

likehourslaterwhenthedooropenedandshewas

quicklyoutofheranxiousstateasshelookedupat

thewomanwhoopenedthedoor.

Rhyssmiledashetalkedtohismotherandled

Neeloinsidethehouse.MaRhyscouldtellthatthe

girlwasnervous,probablyhersonforcedherto

comehere.

Neelo:D-Dumelang(softly)

MaRhys:Hellomychild.

ShelookedathersmallfigureandhowRhysandwas

possessivelyholdingher.



Rhys:Hellomother,meetNeeloandbabe?

Neelolookedupathim beforeshelookedathis

mother.

Neelo:Rra?

MaRhyswatchedasshelookedatthem asthetwo

lockedeyes.ShethoughtRhysandlovedRubybut

shehasneverseenthisbefore.

Rhys:Areyouokay?

Neelo:I’m okay.

Rhys:Sure?

Neelo:N-no.I’m nervous.

Rhys:Don’tworryaboutitokay?

Herubbedherchinandkissedhernose.Sheletout

asmallsmileandthat’swhenRhysand’smother

clearedherthroat.

Neelo:Uhm.Dumelang.



MaRhys:Rhysandcomewithaglassofwater.Let’s

sitdown.

Rhysandletgoofherwaistasshesatdown

oppositehismotherandhelookedatherbeforehe

headedtothekitchen.

MaRhys:NicetomeetyouNeelo.

Neelo:Th-theplea-sureisallmine.

MaRhyssmiled.Shelikedheralready.

MaRhys:Howdidyouguysmeet?

Neelofiddledwithherthumbs,woulditbe

appropriatetolethismotherknowthattheybarely

kneweachotherbeforetheyhadwildunprotected

sex?Rhysandwalkedbackinwithaglassofwater

andsatnexttoNeeloandhandedhertheglass.

Rhys:Idon’tthinkthat’sanappropriatequestion

mother.

Hismothershrugged.

MaRhys:Ijustwantedtoknowhowyouguysmet,is



itwrongtoknow.

Neelo:Notatall.

MaRhys:SeeRhys?

RhysrubbedNeelo’sthighandhismothersilently

observedhowtheyounggirlcalmeddown.Shewas

young,maybeshewasstillinschool.

MaRhys:Areyoustillinschoolmygirl?

Neelo:Nomam.

Rhys:Shehasadegree...

MaRhys:Andshecanspeakforherself,youarenot

herlawyer.AnywayNeelowhatareyoudoing

currently?

Neelo:Ihavebeentakingcareofmyfather’sfarm

thepastyear.

MaRhys:Ihaveneverametagirlwhoisinterested

infarming,mostofthem areabouthairandnails.

Neelo:IwantedtodevelopitandseeifIcanmakea

viablebusinessoutofhisfarm.

MaRhys:That’simpressive.



Thenervousnessslowlyleftherbodyasshe

squeezedRhysand’shandandansweredhis

mother’squestions.

Rhys:Shereadsbooks.

MaRhys:AndyouarenotheradvocateRhysand.You

readbooksmydarling?

Neelo:Eemma.Mostofthem fiction,Idon’t

rememberthelasttimeIreadanymotivational

books.

MaRhys:Impressive,youtookliteratureinschool?

Neelo:InseniorhighandIchoseitasanelectiveat

varsity.Booksareagatewaytoanewworld,aform

ofescapism ifIputitthatway.

MaRhys:It’sbeenawhilesinceI’vereadabook,I

usedtoreadbooksbackintheday.

Neelo:That’scool.

MaRhys:Ifyouhavetime,wecanreadbooksovera

cupofteaonaSaturday.

Neelo:Thankyoufortheoffer.Iappreciateit.



MaRhys:Andyouareasweetheart.

ShesmiledandRhysand’smothersmiledasshe

lookedatNeelo.

Neelo:Thankyou.

Rhysandlookedathiswatchandthenathismother.

Rhys:Ithinkweshouldgetgoing,wemightbelate.

MaRhys:Thankyouforbringingheralong.

RhysandlookedatNeelowhowasobliviousandwas

facinghismotherwithaprettysmile.Shethanked

hismotherforherhospitalityandRhysandledher

out.Assoonastheysteppedoutside,hekissedher

forehead.

Rhys:Idon’tthinkIdeservetogetthislucky.

Neelo:Rra?

Heshookhisheadandjustwalkedwithhertothe

car.Shegotinfirstandhewalkedtohisside.



AtFrancistown

AtRuby’shouse

Rubywentthroughheremailsandshenearly

jumpedoffthebedasshehalfscreamed.Shegot

oneofthepostsshehadappliedfor.Thiswasjusta

steppingstone.Shewouldhaveastableincomeand

shewouldthensavethemoneyforsomethingelse.

TearsfilledhersmallChineseeyesandsheusedher

fingertopatunderhereyes.Shewasgettingherlife

backinorder.Verysoon,seeingRhysandwon’t

affectherandshewillfullymoveon.Beingsingle

hasn’tkilledanyone.

Shesatuprightandgotherdiaryasshewentdown

herlistofgoals.Apparentlywritingeverythingdown,

workinghardforitandmanifestingitmadeitall

cometopass.



Shereaditoutloudandsmiled.Onestepcloser,she

lookedatherlaptopandreadtheemailthoroughly.

ShehadtoshowupfortheinterviewonFridayso

shehadtoprepareforthat.Shescreamedintoher

diary.Babysteps.

Atthehospital

Rhysandheldherhandasthedoctorappliedthe

coldgelonherflattummy.Hehadallweekto

actuallybelievehewasexpectingababywiththis

sweethearthere.Thefactthatshewasadjusting

welltothefactthatshewaspregnantwhilehecould

slayawakeatnightandaskhimselfifhewasgoing

tobeadad.Whattypeoffatherwashegoingtobe?

Washegoingtobelikehisfather?Hegrewupnot

wantingtobelikethatanimal,notinamillionyears.

Hesworethathewoulddobetter.

Doctor:Youcanlookatthescreen.



Theybothlookedatthescreenandthedoctor

placedthewandonNeelo’sstomach.Thetwo

frownedslightlybeforetheyheardthethumpand

Neelo’sheartbeatwentupslightlyassheblinkeda

coupleoftimeslookingup.Hersmallhandcovered

hermouthasshelistenedtothethumpingthat

belongedtothesmallbeinggrowinginhertummy.

Rhysandjustheldherotherhandtightly,itwasmore

real.Hearingtheheartbeatofthesmallhumanbeing

shewasgoingtobringtothisworldinafewmonths.

Hedidn’twanttogetemotionalsohelickedhislips

andlookedatthescreen.

Thedoctorwassilent,lettingthenewparentstobe

tobringtheirhandsaroundthisnewdevelopmentin

theirlives.Minutespassedastheylistenedtothe

heartbeatandNeelowipedhertears.Hewasreally

growinginsidethere.

Doctor:Youcanheartheheartbeatandthatshows

thatthebabyisokay,bythelookofthingsyouare3

monthsandafewdayspregnant.



Neelonodded.

Doctor:Youhavetocomeforacheckupeverymonth

andwecantalkaboutyourdietandfood.

Rhyssqueezedherhandandshelookedathim with

atearysmile.Hemouthedan“Iloveyou”and“thank

you”.Shelookedattheirintertwinedhandsand

Rhysandchangedhismind.Whathewouldhaveto

tellherinregardstohiswayoflifewouldhaveto

wait,hedidn’twanttostressher.

.

.

.

*

*

*



TROUBLED

#44

AtRhysand’shouse

Thesilencebetweenthecouplespokevolumes.

Neelotouchedhernecklacesinceshedidn’tknow

whattosaytoRhysand.Shehadprettygood

reasonsfornotmovinginwithhim butshewasn’t

evensureifhewillseereason.Couldn’titbeenough

thatshedidn’twanttomoveinandthatwouldbeit.

Shestoppedtouchinghernecklaceandlookedat

him asheswitchedoffthetvandpickedhisphone

up.Shesighedandclearedherthroat.

Neelo:Rhysand?

Hewasnownotansweringher.Shelethernecklace

slidethroughherfingersbeforeshespokeanyway.



Neelo:It’snotthatI’m notwillingtocompromise

Rhysand.Alotishappeningatonce,IfoundoutI’m

pregnantandIdecidedtofinallydosomethingfor

myself.Evenifitisa9-5job,Ihavebeensinglefor

thelongesttime.IknowyouknowIwasmarriedand

Ineverdelvedintothedetailsofthemarriage.Itwas

amarriageofconvenience.

Thatcaughthisattentionandheplacedhisphone

down.Neelonoticedandcontinued.

Neelo:Justafrontaspersayandthatwashowfar

themarriagewent.AoneandIwerejustgood

friendsbutthatisnotthemainissue.RhysandI

havebeenhurtinthepast,notjustalittle.Likereally

hurtbadlybymenwhom Ithoughtwouldbemy

foreverandtheyturnedouttobetemporaryinmy

life.Movinginisabigstepfortwopeoplewhosay

theyloveeachotherbuttheydon’tknoweachother

fullyotherthaninthebedroom.Wemadeababy,I

acknowledgethatandit’sablessingonit’sownbut

movinginwithyouit’stoosoon.Totaitalsowon’t

lookrightinmyparentseyes,IfallpregnantandI



moveinwithaguywhenIdon’tevenhaveastable

joboranythingtocallmine.Notevenacar.Moving

inwithamanwhohasn’tacknowledgedtraditionally

thatheisresponsibleforthepregnancy.

Shebreathedinashelistened.Hehatedtoadmit

thatshemadesense.

Neelo:Co-habitationisnotrightinthisstageanda

partofmeisstillunsureofus.

Rhysandpausedandhefinallylookedather.

Neelo:Iam beingfullyhonest.Iam stillunsureofus,

youhadanex-fiancéeandIonceaskedifyouloved

herandyouhesitated.Idon’tblameyouforthat,it

takestimetofalloutoflovewithsomeoneandit

won’tbewrongifyoustillloveher.Alsoontopof

that,justletmebeindependent.IfIdogetajob

outsideofBobonong,donotmakeitallaboutyou

notwantingalongdistancerelationship.Ialsodon’t

wantonebutIwanttodothingsonmyown.Wewill

seehowitgoesifithappensIgetcalledforan

intervieworanythingalongthoselines.



Rhys:Neelo,Iam sureaboutus.

Neelo:Don’tsayitjusttomakemefeelbetter.Iam a

grownwomanasyoualwayssayandIam sorryif

myviewpointonthingsmakesitseem asifIdon’t

wanttocompromise.Iwillalsolookforjoboffersin

FrancistowntoseeifIwillfindsomething.But

movinginisanono.Idon’tknowmuchabout

exceptthelittlecrumbsyouthrewatmeaboutyour

lifeandtherumorsyoutoldmenottomindbecause

wow!ThereareawholelotofrumorsbutIchoose

nottoconfrontyouaboutthem becauseinmymind

Ibelieveyouwilltellmewheneveryou’reready.

Rhysandstoodupandhelpedheruponherfeet.

Washebeingtoomuchwhenhesaidhewantedher

close?Besidesknowingwhereshewasand

protectingher,hedidn’twanttofeellonelyatnight

knowingtherewasatinyhumanbeingwhocould

keephim companywithherrantsaboutherlatest

bookorhowwedespisedacertaincharacter.He

embracedherandshewasn’tangryathim.Shesaid

herpieceandhewouldhavetounderstandorat



leasttrytoseeitfrom herpointofview.

Rhys:IjustwantyouclosesoIcanknowyou’resafe,

it’seasiertokeepyousafewhenyou’renearby.It

soundsselfishbutthatiswhyIwantyounear.It’s

mydutytobetheprotectorinthefamilyandIcan

fullypromisethatyou’llbesafeinthesearmsof

mine.

Hekissedherheadandhemovedsidewayswhile

stillholdingher.

Rhys:Ontellingalotaboutmypast...ItissomethingI

havecontemplatedbutthenwefoundoutweare

expectingandIdon’twanttostressyou.Ihavedone

alotofbadthingssweetheart,Iam asinnerandI

knowIdon’tdeservesomeoneassweetasyou.Ifit

wasuptome,youwouldn’thavetohearwhatpeople

sayaboutmebutit’sinevitable.

Neelo:Thentellme..

Rhys:Idon’twanttostressyoubutonethingIwant

youtoknowistonotdoubtmyloveforyouNeelo.I

haveanex-fiancéewhoturnedouttobreakmytrust



whenIgavemyall.Ineverexpectedtoseemyself

fallforyoubutI’m in.Hook,lineandsinker.WhatI

cantalkaboutnowismyfamily.

Neelo:I’m anonlychild.

Rhys:That’swhyyourfatherlovesyousomuch.

Shesmiledagainsthim whilebreathinginhis

cologne.

Rhys:Ihaveabrotherandyoumetmymother.We

areheronlychildren.

Neelo:That’scool.

Rhys:At17,Ididsomethingsothatthemanthat

callshimselfmyfathercanleave.

Herubbedherback.Henevertalkedaboutthatman

buthesworehewouldneverbehim,notinamillion

years.HeassumedthatNeelohadbeentooyoung

whenthenewsspreadlikequickfireabouthis

father’sinfidelityandabusiveways.Hebithislip.He

rarelytalkedaboutthispartofhislife.



Neelocouldfeelthesuddenincreaseinhisheart

rateandshelookedupathim.Shestoodonhertip

toesandkissedhislips.

Neelo:It’sokay,youdon’thavetotellmeifyouare

notreadyorifitstillhurtssomuchthatyouhaveto

thinkaboutwhichpartstoleaveoutandwhichparts

totellmebecauseIcanseethecogwheelsare

turninginyourbrain.

Rhyswantedtospeakbuthecouldn’tandjust

lookedintohereyes,maybeifshewasn’tin

Francistownitwouldworkforhim becausepeople

won’tknowheisseeingsomeoneandnoonewould

comeafterhissweetthing.Hedidn’tknowwhatto

doatthispoint.

Rhys:Iloveyou.

Neelo:Iloveyoutoo.

Hekissedherlipssoftlyandgently.Hewantedto

pushdownherdressbutherwordsaboutthem just

knowingeachotherinthebedroom ranginhishead.

Heknewshewasn’tgoingtorefusetogivehim sex



butwhatshesaidranginhishead.Insteadhe

peckedherlipsandsmiled.

Rhys:LetmehelpyouwithyourhairandIcantake

youtothesalontomorrow.

Neelo:Youdon’thaveto.

Rhys:Iwantto.WhatdoIneed?

Neelo:Scissorsandtoothpicks.

Rhys:Onitsweetheart.

Helethergoandhewalkedoutoftheroom.She

rubbedherarmsandsatdownonthecouch.He

camebackaminutelaterwithscissorsand

toothpicks.hesatonthecouchandshesatonthe

carpetinbetweenhislegs.

Neelo:Babeyoud-

Rhys:WheredoIcut?

Neelo:Justbelowthosebeads.Donotcutmyhair

RhysandMcKnight.

Rhys:Ifithappensbymistake?



Neelo:RhysandMcKnightdonotcutmyhair!

Rhys:Ihearyou,don’tgetworkedupaboutit.

Hecutbelowthebeadsandafterthecuttinghetook

outonetoothpickandstartedtoundoherhair.

Whiledoingtheboringtaskofundoingherhair,he

toldherabouthisuniversitydaysandhesmiled

whensheinterjectedorwasjustinterestedin

knowingmoreabouthim.Sheneverasked

questionsbecauseshehadfaithhewouldtellher

oneday.

Neelo:Soyouronlyfriendisyourbrother?

Rhys:Ittakesalotformetotrustpeopleandwhat

happenedmonthsagowasproofofwhyIdon’ttrust

peoplewithmybusiness.

Neelo:Ah!Iseenow,that’swhyyoualwaysletme

blabonaboutmeandyouneversaidanything.You

shouldhavegivenyourselftimetoheal.

Rhys:That’swhyIwasatthefarm,Iwashealing.

Neelo:AndIshowedalong.I’m sorry.



Rhys:Don’tbesorry,youareablessing.Thatnight,I

kepttellingmyselfthatitwouldbeahitandrunand

nothingmore.

Neelo:I-I....

Herheartbrokewhenhesaidthat.Ofcourseshe

hadbeenexpectinghim tobreakitdownthe

followingmorningthatitwasnothingbutscorching

sexandchemistrythattheyhadtoexplore,nothing

more.

Rhys:Lovedidhurtmebutyoucomingalongwas

nothingshortofamiracle.NeeloIam seriouswhenI

sayIloveyou.Youdon’thavetobeinsecureand

thinkaboutmyex.Whathappened,happenedandI

acceptedit.Iloveyounowandwithyourealizedthat

lovingcanheal,lovingcanmendyoursoul.Itgot

easierandeasiertohealwithyouaround.

Hekissedherforeheadandcontinuedtoundoher

hair.Silencefilledtheroom andshelookedather

nails.Rhysandsmiledanddidherhair.Maybehewill



takehertodohernailsandhairatthesametime.

Hehasneverseenherwithhernailsdonebefore,

theywouldsuitthosesmallhandsandimagineher

nailsscratchinghisbackasshecriesinecstasy.

Rhys:Whodoyouthinkheisgoingtolooklike?

Neelo:Wedon’tknowifwearehavingagirloraboy.

Rhys:Itslippedmymind.Nextscanweareasking

thedoctor.

Neelo:Don’tbedisappointedifit’snotaboy.Just

saying.

Rhys:It’saboy.Iknowit.

Neelo:We’llsee.

Rhys:Babe?

Neelo:Rra?

Rhys:Iwilldobetterokay?IpromiseIwilldobetter

mylove.

Neelo:Okay.



Intwohourshewasdoneandheranhishandsin

herknottedherasshemovedawayfrom him.

Neelo:Thankyousomuchbutithurts.

Rhys:ShouldIcombit?

Neelo:Ngng.Letmedoitmyself.Ihaveneverseen

anafrocombhere.

Rhys:Idon’thaveone.

Neelosighedandplacedherheadonhisthigh.

Neelo:Iam doomed.

Rhys:Isthatthecombyouuseforyourhair?

Neelo:Yes,naturalhairhurts.Doyouhaveawide

toothedcomb?

Rhys:No.

Neelo:IguessIwilldomyhairathome.

Rhys:Come,letmefeedyouguys.

Hegotheruponherfeetandwalkedtothekitchen

holdingherwaistfrom behind.



AtFrancistown

Rubygotinsidehercarasshecrossedherfingers

hopingshewasgoingtogethired.Shedidn’tdoso

badattheinterview.Sheansweredthequestionsas

professionallyshecouldsoshewashopingforthe

best.

.

.

*

*

*

AMONTHLATER



TROUBLED

#45

AtBobonong

WithhersmallbumpNeeloparkedRhysand’sbigcar

intheparkingspot.Shehopedandprayedshedidn’t

dentit.Heleftthecarsoshecanuseitwhilehewas

intheUKforwhateverreason.Hedidn’tdelvemuch

intothedetailsabouthisweeklongtripthere.She

stoppedthecarandgotout.Shetookherbagand

lookedathernails.Itwasweirdtohavenailsdone

aftermorethanayearwithoutthoseacrylicsandhe

tookhertoFrancistownjusttogetherhairandnails

done.Laterthatnight,hewantedthosenailsto

scratchhisbackashegaveherintensewavesof

pleasure.Shelockedthecarandwalkedtotheshop

tobuythegroceryathomeandmayberefillhis

grocery.Soshehadtogroceryshopfortwo

households.



Shegotthetrolleyandstartedthegroceryshopping.

Meanwhileattheparkingspotneartheshop,Ruby

parkedhercar.Shewasherefortheweekendtosee

herparents.Herfather’shealthwasslowly

deterioratingandhermotherwassickwithworry.

Shewantedtoseeifshecannotmoveherdadto

towntogethelpfrom aprivatehospitalorabetter

diagnosis.Fornowshewasheretobuyfoodforher

parents.Herlifewaspeacefulaseverwithherather

newjobandbeinghappyinherworkplace.

Shegotoutofthecarandsherecognizedthecar

shewasparkednextto.Sheswallowed,hewashere

inthemallsomewhere?Shebreathedinandout.

Shewasoverhim andsheshouldn’tevenbenervous

aroundRhysand.Shewalkedtotheshopand

pushedatrolleyintotheshop.Shetookouther

phoneandlookedatthelistshehadmadeinher

notesapp.



Neelosmiledasshepassedthebabyformulas.They

haven’tstartedpreparingforthebaby’sarrival.She

stillhadhersavings,shewillusethatinthe

meantimewhilelookingforajob.Alloftheplaces

sheappliedathaven’tcalledherforaninterview,

eventhelastweek’sjobadvertisementat

Francistown.Shesighed.Theyprobablywanted

peoplewithfiveyearsexperienceandhaveworked

before.

Shewalkeddowntheaisleheadingtotheotheraisle.

Shestoppedbytheshelvestopickwhatsheneeded.

Rubywalkeddowntheaisle,sheshouldcallNeelo

sothattheycouldspendtimetogetherandtalk.

RubyneverhadsiblingsandsheknewNeelodidn’t

havesiblingstoo.Shehadbeenbusywithherlife

thatsheforgotthatshecantalktoNeelo.

Sometimesit’sjustnicetohaveafriendtotalkto.

SheliftedhereyesandsawNeelopickingstufffrom

theshelves,shehadonatightkneelengthdressand

shepushedhertrolleycloser.

Neelomentallytickedoffhergrocerylists.There



wasstillmoretobuyfrom thisshop.Shepushedher

trolleyandsmiledseeingRuby.

Thetwocrossedpathsandstopped.Rubystopped

totakeacloserlookatNeelo.Wasthatabump?

NeelofollowedRuby’seyesastheylandedonher

smallbump.

Ruby:Isittooearlytosaycongratulations?

Neelo:It’snot.Thankyou.Howhaveyoubeen?

Ruby:Ihavebeendoingsowell,justcamehereto

seemyparentsfortheweekend.

Neelo:That’sgood.

Ruby:Howisitsofar?PregnancyImean?

Neelo:Weirdandstrange.It’sweirdknowinganother

humanbeingisdependentonyourforgrowthbutit’s

turningouttobewonderfulsofar.

Ruby:Andwhoistheluckyman?

Neelolaughed.

Neelo:Someguy.



Ruby:Hopedthatsomeguydidn’trunwhenhefound

out.

Neelo:Heisthesweetest,hewassohappywhenI

toldhim andhethinkswearehavingaboy.You

knowmenandthinkingtheirfirstbornswillbe

boys(rollinghereyeswhilelaughing)

Ruby:Menhaveprideandegos.

Neelo:IknowbutIam hopingit’salittlegirl.

Ruby:Youlookandsoundsohappy.Isitsafeto

assumethatthisguywon’thurtyou?

Neelo:It’ssafetoassumesuch.Obonaha?Ketsene

kapelolemowa(youseethisone?Iinvestedmy

heartandsoulintoit)

Ruby:Knowwhat?Wehavealotofcatchinguptodo,

I’llsetadatetomorrowsowecaneatandtalk.

Neelo:Thatwouldbewonderful,Iam alwayscooped

upinthehouse.

Ruby:Letmeguess?Reading?

Neelo:Iliveinmyheadmostofthetimesoyeah.



Ruby:Lookatuswastingtimetalkinginsteadof

shopping.

Neelo:AndIhavejuststarted.

Ruby:Same.

Thetwocontinuedshoppingsidebysideasthey

talkedaboutgeneralstuff.Rubylookedaroundand

shesmiled,soRhyswasprobablynotintheshop.

WhiletheywereshoppingNeelo’sphonestarted

ringing.Neeloopenedherbagandtookherphone

out.

Neelo:Hello.

Rhys:Orayannaorehello?Otennwekeeng?(you

aresayinghellotome?Whatmadeyoumad?)

Neelo:Akereyouarenotback.

Rhys:Actually,I’m home.

Neelo:Homeasin?

Rhys:HomeandIcan’tseemycar.

Neelo:I’llreturnit.



Rhys:Areyouhome?

Neelo:Nnyaarra,groceryshoppingwithafriend.

Rhysfrowned.

Rhys:ThelasttimeIcheckedyoudidn’thavefriends

marshmallow.

Neelo:I’lltellyouaboutitwhenIgetthere.ByeandI

missedyou.

Rhys:Iloveyousweetheart.Myboyhasbeen

behavinginthere?

Neelo:Eerra.Bye.

Shehungupandputherphonebackinherbag.

Neelo:SorryaboutthatRuby.

Ruby:Youaresohappytlhemma(smiling)thesmile

youhadwhiletalkingtothephone.

Neelo:Ididn’tknowlovecouldbesobeautiful.Have

youeverbeeninlove?

Ruby:IhaveandfunnythingisIrealizedwhenitwas



toolate.Ihopeheishappywhereverheis.

Neelo:Notalotofexescansaythat.Youseeme?I

reallyhopePeterandMichaelaremiserable

wherevertheyare.

Rubylaughed.

Ruby:BoloiNeelo.

Neelo:Thosetwodeservetoreallysuffertlhemma.

Mxm!(laughing)youweretalkingaboutplots?

Ruby:Ahyes,thereareafewplotsforsalethatI

knowofinFrancistownandsurroundingareas.

Neelo:Doyouhavethesellerscontacts?

Ruby:I’llsendviaWhatsApp.

Neelo:Thankyou.

AnhourlatertheladieswerebythetillandRubypaid

first.Neelorememberedsomething.

Neelo:Youcanpay.Iforgottobuysomething.We

willtalkokay?



Sheleftthelineandshepushedhertrolleytowards

theaisles.RubypaidandNeelowasn’tbackwhen

shewasdone.Shepushedhertrolleyoutofthe

shop.

AtNeelo’sparents

Therewasadoorknockastheparentssippedon

teaonahotsummerafternoon.MaNeelowentto

openthedoorasusualandwassurprisedtosee

peopleshedidn’tknow.

Man;Dumelang,isthistheJonesresidence?

MaN:Eerra.

Man:Canwecomein?Wehavesomebusinessto

discuss.

MaNeelohesitatedassheopenedthedoorwider.

ThetwomenwalkedinsideandRaNeeloplacedhis



teacupdown.ThemensatdownandMaNsatdown.

Man2:Dumelang,wearehereinregardstowhatour

sondid.

RaN:Dumelang.Wearelistening.

Thetwogentlemenstatedtheirreasonsforbeing

hereandtwentyminuteslaterafteraproperdate

wassetforthenegotiationstotakeplace.MaNeelo

hadtoholdherpeaceorelseshewouldbeexposing

herself.Shecheckedthetimeandwonderedwhen

Nenewillbebackfrom buyingfood.

Attheshops

Neelofinallypushedthetrolleyoutoftheshopand

oneoftheshopsecuritygauardsofferedtohelpher.

Neelo:Thankyousomuch.

Him:Youshouldn’tbepushingatrolleythatisalmost

yoursize.



Shelaughedanddidn’ttakeoffensetothatsly

commentaboutherheight.Hepushedittothecar

andhehelpedherputtheplasticsatthepassenger

seatandsomeofthestuffattheback.Neelo

openedherbagtogetanotetotiphim.

Neelo:Thankyousomuch.

Him:Welcomemam.Haveagoodday.

Neelo:Youtoo.

Hewaitedforhertogetinsidethecarthatwaswhen

hewalkedaway.Neeloconnectedherphonetothe

car’saudiosystem andplayedhersoftmusicasshe

startedtoreverseslowlyoutoftheparkingspot.She

didn’twanttodenthiscar.

AtRhysand’shouse

Rhysandsteppedoutoftheshowerwhenheheard



thegateopen.Hewrappedatowelaroundhiswaist

andwalkedoutoftheroom.Hepulledthecurtain

openandsawhiscardriveinsidetheyard.She

broughtitback.Hewalkedbacktothebedroom to

getdressed.Neeloparkedthecarandgotoutofthe

car.Shelookedaroundandwalkedtothehouse.

Sheknockedfirstbeforeopeningthedoor.

Neelo:Baby?

Therewassilence.Shewalkedtothebedroom and

openedthedoor.Manswasinhisboxersandshe

smiled.Shewalkedtowardshim andwrappedher

handsaroundhistorsofrom behind.

Rhys:Heysweetheart...

Heturnedandpickedherup.Neelokissedhisface

alloverandhelaughed.

Rhys:Imissedyoutoosweetthing.

Neelokissedhislipsandsmiled.Shekissedhim

againturningitintoaFrenchkissasshewrapped

herhandsaroundhisneck.Rhysandkissedherback



andbrokeitlookingather.Sheslidoffhim and

lookedupathim.Sheunzippedherdressandpulled

itdown.ShesteppedoutofherdressasRhysand

lookedather.OkayMrsRhysand,shewasherefor

onething.Neeloremovedherbraandsteppedoutof

herpanties.Rhysandsmiledlookingathersmall

bumpthatwasstartingtoprotrude.

Neelo:Youcanlieonthebed.

Rhys:Mma?

Neelo:Babethebed..

Hesmiledasahegotonthebedandlaidflatonhis

backasheplacedhishandsbehindhishead.Neelo

inhernakednessgotonthebedandsatontopof

him.Rhysandthoughthewouldfeelhersmallhands

pushdownherboxersbutshesnuggledagainsthim.

Neelo:DidItellyouclothesmakemefeelhot,

diaparodiahisa.Holdme.Wakemeupbeforesix

mme.Thankyou.



Soshewasnakedagainsthim justtosleep.Notfor

dick.Wow!Okay.Helightlyrubbedherbackand

placedhishandonhertummy.

Rhys:Comfortable?

Neelo:Mmhmm.Myskincanbreathnow.Wakeme

upbeforesix,groceryyabathoemokoloing.

Sheclosedhereyes.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’shouse

Heopenedthedoorforhispregnantgirlfriend.Neelo

wentstraighttothebedroom andplacedher

overnightbagdown.Shestartedundressingashe

finallywalkedin.Hishandswereinhispocketsand

hewatchedherfrom asafedistance.Hereshewas

again,forthesecondtimethatday.Nakedinhis

house.Hewasn’tgoingtohopeformuchsohe

walkedoutofthebedroom.Neeloworehist-shirt

withnothingunderneathandwalkedtothesitting

room.Hewasn’tinthesittingroom,shewalked

barefoottothekitchen.

Rhys:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?Iam sureIcanwhip

somethingupforus.

Neelo:I’lleatlater.



Rhys:Babe,Idon’trememberseeingyoueatthepast

fourhours.

Neelo:I’lleatRhysand.Come.

Sheextendedherhandandhewalkedtowardsher.

Theirhandsintertwinedandshesmiledlookingupat

him.

Neelo:Iwasn’tgoingtowaituntilyou’redone,I’m

righthereandIthinkmyoutfitspeaksvolumes.

Rhys:Whatoutfit?

Neelo:Exactly.Youcanfollowmyleadbigboy.

Sheledhim tothebedroom andsheclosedthedoor

afterhegotinside.Shebentdownandremovedhis

shoes.Lookingathisshoesizesheprayedshewas

carryingalittlegirl.Sheremovedhissocksaswell

andRhysandsilentlylookedatherasshedidthat.

Shestoodupandsheremovedhisbeltbeforeshe

unzippedhisjeans.Sheinstructedhim tostepoutof

hispantsandshepulleduphisshirt,hehelpedher



withthat.Shesmiledandplacedhersmallhandson

hispacks.Herfingersstartedtotracehistattoos.

Sheneveraskedaboutthemeaningbehindthe

tattoos.Shefrownedwhenshesawthefaintscar

thattheinkhadcovered.Shenevernoticedsuch

smalldetails.

Neelo:Andwhydoyouhaveascar?(shewalked

behindhim)

Rhysfelthersofthandstouchhim allover.

Neelolookedcarefullyandshecouldfeelabumpy

lineonhisback.Wasshejusttooignoranttohave

noticedallofthis?

Neelo:Youhaveanotherone,it’scoveredbythe

tattoosbut-(trailingoff)

Rhys:DoyouwanttositdownsoIcantellyouabout

it?

Neelo:Okay….

Theybothsatonthebedandshecouldseethe

hauntedlookinhiseyes.Heclosedhiseyesand



openedthem onceagain.Inhiseyes,shesaw

unusedtears.Tearsshewassurehewon’tshedjust

toprotecthisegoandpride.Shealsosawhurtand

regrets,shedidn’tknowinregardstowhatbutshe

wasgoingtofindout.

Heheldhersofthandandheavertedhiseyestoher

handsinstead.Tooafraidthatshewasgoingtosee

what’sreallyontheinside,allhisinsecuritiesandall

thedirtylaundry.Neelowaitedforhim tostart

speaking,shewasn’tgoingtorushhim.Shewanted

him toletgoandjustbefreearoundher.Atthis

pointheknewherimportantmilestonesandalmost

everythingabouther.

Rhys:Ihadanabusivefather.

Neelonodded.Hermotherhadbeenrightthoughit

wasneverhermother’sbusinesstospeaklikethat

aboutpeople.

Rhys:Itwasn’tjusttheabuseoftwoslapsandverbal

abuse.Thatmanbrokemymotherbutshelovedhim



somuchregardlessofhischaracter.Hewouldbeat

heralmosteveryweekfornogoddamnreasonand

everytimeIwokeuptryingtostophim whenitwent

totoofar,Iwouldbebeaten.Afterabeating,Iwas

unabletogotoschoolforasolidtwodaysoraweek

iftheinjuriesweretoosevere.Nobodybotheredto

helpwheneverhewouldbeatmymother.

Hetookadeepbreathashismindtookatripdown

tomemorylane,herememberedhowhelplesshis

motherwasandhowshewouldscream forhim to

stayoutofitsothathewouldnotbebeatenbya

manhecalledhisfather.Tearsburnedhiseyesand

heblinkedstilllookingatNeelo’ssmallhands.Neelo

wassilent.Shewasprobablythinkinghedidn’thave

thebestofchildhoods,herswasperfectandshe

wastheappleofherparentseyes.Shewon’trelate

andthefunnythingishehasnevertoldanywoman

aboutthis.Hedidn’tknowwhyhewastellingher.It

wasthepastanditwassupposedtoremainthere.

Neelosqueezedhishandandheliftedhiseyes.

Rhys:Uh-TheabusewentonevenwhenAlexwas



born.Alexmybrother.Mymotherneverbotheredto

reporthim andshewouldsayhowcanshereport

him whenhewasthesoleproviderinthehouse.

Neelo’sheartbledforyoungRhysandandhis

mother.Noonehastoenduresuchabuse.

Rhys:Totopitalloffhehadmistresses.Hecheated

inmymotherleft,rightandcenter.Everyonewould

talkaboutwheneverIpassedinthevillageorwason

mywaytoschool.Thefunnythingisthathetoldme

IwouldneveramounttoanythingandIwillbe

uselessjustlikemymother.That’swhathesaid

everytimeafterabrutalbeating.

Neelodidn’tknowwhattosay.Rhysandhadlong

broketheeyecontactandhewaslookingattheir

intertwinedhands.

Rhys:TherewasthisonetimeIwas16andhebeat

mymothersobadthatshemiscarried.Hewas

drunkthattimewhenhecamebackhome.Probably

from theotherwoman.From theroom Isharedwith

mybrotherallwecouldhearwereherscreamsandI

hadtoprotectAlexfrom allthat.Icoveredhisears



asIlistenedtomymother’sscreams.Herscreams

laterquieteddownandIwalkedoutoftheroom tip

toeingtotheirroom.Thereshewas,inapoolof

bloodandtheduckingbastarddidn’tcareNeelo.

Neeloheldbacktearsashiscrackedandhisgripon

herhandstightened.

Rhys:Heleftherfordead.Hebeatupapregnant

womanandkilledmylittlesister(blinkingbackthe

tearsthatthreatenedtorolldown)Heleftthehouse

andleftherlikethatNeelo.Hekilledherandwith

that(pausing)

Neelorubbedhishandastearsrolleddownherown

eyes.

Rhys:Let’sjustsaymymotherhasbeenthroughalot

becauseofthatbastard.

Neels:Whereishenow?

Rhys:Ialmostkilledhim whenIwas17.Iwasso

closetoendinghismiserablelife,ifitwasn’tformy



motherstoppingme,hewouldbedead.It’snotlikeI

can’tstillkillhim anytime,Ijustdon’thavethetime

towasteonapathetic,sadistichumanbeing.

Neeloletgoofhishandsandrubbedhisback.

Rhys:From there,thingsweretoughathomeandI

hadtodowhatIhadtodoforthingstobeokay.

HowImanagedthatwithschool?IhavenoideabutI

dohaveadegree…

Neelosmiled.Hewastryingtolightenthemood.

Rhys:Iam notoneofthebestofmenoutthere,I’m

sorryifIam nottheperfectpackageyouarelooking

forandI-

Neelo:I’lltakeyou.

Rhysblinkedlookingather.

Neelo:I’lltakeyouasyouare.

Rhys:Iam amurdererNeelo,Idoalotmoreevilthan

whatmeetstheeye.Ihavedoneunforgivablethings



andIam notexpectinganangellikeyoutoflydown

hellwithme.

Neeloheldhishandasherheartraced.Shewas

goingintothisoneheadfirst.

Neelo:Youcamejustasyouaretome,don’t

apologizeforwhatyoucan’tchangeandastainted

asyou,I’lltakeyourbaddayswithyourgood.I’ll

walkthroughthestorm withyou.IsitsafetosayI

don’tseethemanyouaredescribingbecausetome

youaren’tthat.

Rhys:Neeloyoudon’tknowwhatyouare-

Neelo:IknowwhatIam sayingokay?Didyouget

tattoostohidethescars?

Henoddedandshekissedhisarm first.

Neelo:Iloveyouokay,Iwillloveyouevenwhenyou

hateyourselfforwhatyoudo.Iwillloveyou

unconditionally.

Rhysandlookedather,shedidn’tunderstandwhat



hedid.Whathedoes.

Neelo:Rhysand?

Rhys:Mma?

Neelo:Thankyouforopeninguptome.

Rhys:Youdon’thavetobescaredofme,Iam notmy

father.Iswearinmylife.Iwillneverhurtyouorour

child.Notintentionallyanyway.

Neelo:Iknow.Itrustyounotto.

Rhys:ButNeelorememberthattimeinthecarafter

ourfirstnight?

Neelonodded.

Rhys:Iwasserious.You’remineandIhatesharing.

That’sonelineyoushouldn’tcross.

Neelo:Eerra.

Helookedatherandusedhisthumbtowipeher

tears.

Rhys:Iloveyousweetheart.



Shesmiledandkissedhim.Sheslowlypushedhim

downandplacedherhandsonhischestasshegot

ontopofhim.shedeepenedthekisswhileRhys

wrappedhishandsaroundherwaist.Shepushedhis

boxersdownandlookedathim.Sheslowly

unbuttonedtheshirtshewaswearingandheletout

asoftsmile.

Neelo:Letme,tonight.Justfortonight.

Helickedhislipsasshediscardedoftheshirtand

herfullbreastsgrazedagainsthischestasshe

Frenchkissedhim.Shecouldfeelhiserection

againstherstomachandshesmiledinthekiss.She

brokeitandlookedathim withasmallsmile.He

wasimperfectbutshedecidedtochoosethis

imperfectman,shewasgoingtolovehim withall

hisimperfections.Shestartedtogyrateagainsthim

andshe#EXPLICIT.

.

.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

AtFrancistown

Theprosecutorfinallypickedthephoneinan

attempttotryandcallRubybuthestopped.Hecan

dothisonaMonday.Hewasjusttoanxioustocrack

thecase.McKnighthadalotofskeletonsandsofar,

hewassuretherewasnowomaninhislife.Hehad

nothingtoloseotherthanhisassetsbeingfrozenif

hecouldfindtherightevidencetobringhim down.

AllheknewwasthatMcKnightwasn’tworkingalone.

Nomanwhocouldamasssuchanamountofmoney

withauselessdegreeandthecourtcasedieslike



that.Hebangedhistable.Heneededadrink

becausehehadalotofworktodo.Heleanedback.

Heshouldpassbythehighcourttoseetheminutes

oftheMcKnightcase.Thefunnythingisthatthere

werenowitnessesoranyonetotestifyagainst

McKnightanditirkedhim somuch,werepeoplethat

afraidofhim?

AtRuby’sparents

Rubystoodbyherfather’sroom ashecoughed.Her

motherwastendingtohim andtheywereattheir

witsend.

Ruby:Mom canwetakehim toFrancistown?I’llpay.

MaRuby:Idon’twanttoburdenyou.Iam surewe

willbeokay.

Ruby:TomorrowwearegoingtoFrancistown.Ican’t

standheretoseemyfatherdiewhenIknowI

could’vedonesomething.

MaRuby:Okay.



Ruby:Wewillseewhattodothere.

Sherubbedherarmsandwalkedawayasherphone

beepedwithaWhatsAppmessagefrom Neelo.

Neelo:Thankyouforthenumbers.I’llcontactthem

onMonday.

Ruby:Welcome.Canwemeetaround2pm?

Neelo:Yesmam.I’llbeready.Haveablessedday

love.

NeelowentofflineandRubyplacedherphonedown.

AtRhysand’splace

NeeloplacedherphonedownasRhysandslept

peacefully.Shedidn’twanttowakehim upbutthey

hadadoctor’sappointmentintwohours.She



couldn’timaginetheyoungerversionofhim going

throughwhathewentthrough.Shewassurehe

didn’twantherpitybutGodshewantedtoburstinto

tearsattheimagesshehadwhenhewastellingher

abouthischildhood.Sherubbedhereyesandgot

outofbed.Shepickedhisshirtandworeitonher

waytothekitchentomakesomethingtoeat.

MinuteslaterRhysandtouchedtheothersideandit

wasempty.Hesighed,hecouldn’tbelievehepoured

hisheartouttoherlikethatandshejustsaidshe’ll

takehim ashewas.Justlikethat.Heclosedhis

eyes,hewillhavetodohisabsolutebesttoprotect

hiswomanandsonbecausehewouldbeshattered

ifanythingwastohappentotwoofthem becauseit

wouldallbehisfault.Hisfaultthattheyaretargets.

Hisphonevibratedbythetableandhelookedatthe

tableasthenameofoneoftheministerspoppedup

onhisphonescreen.Heclearedhisthroatand

answeredthecall.Helistenedforagoodfive

minutesbeforehesatuprightandhesaidhispart.

Hehungupsecondslaterandplacedhisphone



down.HepickedhisphoneagainandcalledAlex.

Rhys:Heybro,Imightbebackintownaround

MondayorTuesday.I’m stillwiththelittleMiss.

Alex:Okay.

Rhys:Passbythefarm.Thereisajobwehavetodo

andapparentlythepolicearestillsniffing.

Alex:ThatRubysnitchopenedupacanofworms.

Rhys:Iknow.,trustmeIregreteverbringingherinto

mylife.

Alex:Iwillpassby.

Rhys:Thestuffisthatside,unopenedandsealed.

Andunderneaththebed,you’llfindthesmallsmall

bag.

Alex:Gotit.

Rhys:Good.IwillsortouttherestonwhenIcome

back.

Hehungupandplacedhisphonedown.Herubbed

hiseyesbeforehelickedhisphonetocallhislawyer.



Rhys:Hello.Ihopethisistherighttime,Iwouldlike

tochangeafewthings.

Him:IsMondayokay?

Rhys:Intheafternoonaroundtwowoulddo.Thank

you.

Hehungupandfinallyplacedhisphonedown.He

rubbedhistemplesbreathinginandout.Hegotout

ofbedandputonhisboxersbeforehesteppedout

oftheroom.Hecouldhearthesizzlingcomingfrom

thekitchenandasmileformedonhislips.He

stealthilywalkedtothekitchen,shewastoo

preoccupiedwithflippingwhateverthatwasinthe

panthatshedidn’tnoticehim tillhewrappedhis

armsaroundherbulgingwaist.

Rhys:Hellosweetheart.

Hisbreathedintoherearashishuskyvoicesenttiny

sparksalloverherbody.

Neelo:Morning.Ijuststarted.



Rhys:Whatarewehavingforbreakfast?

Neelo:Baconandstuff..

Rhys:Ican’tstopthinkingaboutwhatyoudidlast

night..

Shechuckledassheslappedhishandsaway.

Neelo:Don’tdistractmetlherra,I’m cooking.

Rhys:Ilovedthatpartwhereyou-

Shethrewakitchenclothathim andhelaughed.

Rhys:Canyoudoitagaintonight?

Neelo:RhysIam cooking.

Rhys:AndyouthinkI’m goingtoletyougoafteryou

ridingmelikeapornstar?Ngng.

Neeloblushedassheremovedthepanfrom the

heat.

Rhys:WhatcanIdotohelp?

Neelo:YouaregoingtodistractmeMrMcKnight.

Rhys:Iwon’tmylove.



Shetoldhim whatshewantedandtheyspentthe

nextthirtyminutesinthekitchenmakingtheirmeal.

Oncetheyweredone,heplacedheronthekitchen

counterashefherthefoodtheymade.Hekissed

hercheekrandomlyasshesmiletryingtohideher

blush.

Rhys:Sweetheart?

Shelookedinhiseyeswaitingforhim totalk.

Rhys:Asmuchasyousaidyouacceptmeforwho

andwhatIam,youdonotknowwhatIdo.Thereisa

fileIwanttoprintforyousoyoucanbrowsethrough

itandthereissomethingIwantustodookay?

Shewaslost.Hesawtheconfusioninhereyesand

hekissedhernose.

Rhys:Doyoutrustme?

Shenoddedhesitantly.Shewasnotsurewherehe

wasgoingwiththis.

Rhys:Aroundthisweekifyouhavetime,cometo

Francistownokay?Passbymyofficeandwe’lltake



itfrom there.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

Neelosmiledassheheldthescaninherhand.Her

babywascomingalongjustfineandRhysandwas

soexcitedaboutbeingadad.Whiletheywere

waitingforthedoctor,hermindwanderedtowhathe

saidthatmorning.Whydidhewantherintown?She

shookherheadandsmiledathim asheleaned

downtopeckherlips.

Rhys:Itoldyoudidn’tI?

Sherolledhereyes.

Neelo:Itdoesn’tmatter..

Rhys:Iknewthatyouwereacarryingalittleboyin

there.(smirking)

Neelo:WhateverRhysand.YouwererightandIwas



wrongbutIshouldknowthesething,heisliterally

growinginsideofme.

Rhys:Ijustfeltitinmyblood.

Neelo:Andaren’tyousosmugMrMcKnight?

Hechuckledandkissedherhandwhileshetriedto

pushhim away.Thedooropenedandthedoctor

walkedbacktotalktothecouple.Aftertheirvery

shorttalk,itwastimeforthem togo.

Astheywalkedoutside,hesnakedhisarm around

herwaistassheusedherhandtocoverherface

from thesun.

Neelo:Ihavetomeetafriendaroundtwointown.

Rhys:ShouldIdropyouoff?

Neelo:Thatwouldbemarvelouslove.

Rhys:ButasfarasIknowyoudon’thaveafriend.

Neelo:Iknowherfrom waybackinschool.Sheis

olderthanmebythreeyearsorso.

Rhys:Okay.



Neelo:Wemetafewmonthsagoatthehospital,she

issokindandnice.

Rhys:That’snice.

Neelo:itreallyis.I’m sureyouwouldapproveifyou

mether.

Rhys:Areyousure?

Neelo:Reallysure.You’llmeethersinceyouare

goingtodropmeoff.

Rhysopenedthecardoorforherandshegotinside

whilehewalkedtohisside.

Neelo:Letmecallandaskwherewearemeeting..

NeelodialedRuby’snumberandsheansweredafter

afewseconds.

Ruby:Hello?

Neelo:Hi,wherearewemeeting?

RubytoldherasNeelonodded.Theplacewasokay



anditwasanopenspace.Theycangetfoodandsit

downtotalk.

Neelo:Bye,willseeyouthere.

Shehungupandlookedatherbabydaddy.

Neelo:Ishouldprobablycallmyparents.

Rhys:Andhowdidyouleave?Youhaveneverspent

thenightwhilsttheyknewyouwerearound…

Neelo:Iavoidedquestions(grinning)

Rhys:Fordick?

Neelolaughedandpushedhim ashestartedthecar.

Neelo:YouwouldbeokayifIjustdecidedthatheis

okay?

Rhys:Nomam.Iam veryverygratefulthatyouputa

dickappointmentfirst.

Neelo:GakebatleRhys.

Rhys:Justsayinglove.



Hereversedoutoftheparkingareaanddroveoff

whileNeelofixedherseatbelt.

AtFrancistown

Katlegoplacedthepicturesdownashefinally

decideditwastimetocomeoutofhisselfimposed

mourning.Heopenedthecurtainsfollowedbythe

windowsasthesun’sraysblindedhim inthe

process.Heletoutasmallsmile,it’sbeenawhile

sinceheenjoyedanything.Aone’sdeathleftadent

inhisheartandaholehewasn’tsurehewas

supposedtofillbuthewasgoingtohavetofinda

waytobehappy.

Aonewouldhaveloveditforhim tomoveon.At

somepointtheyhadlookedupatthepossibilitiesof

adoptingchildrentoraiseastheirown.Hewalked

intotheroom andlookedaround.Hishousehadtwo

morebedroomsthatweren’tusedandthatwas

wheretheirkidswouldhavebeenstaying.



Unfortunatelyfatehadotherplansandnoonecan

outrunfate.Allthosedreamscrumbledintodustand

hedidn’tknowwhyhejustrememberedthatsmall

factnow.

Heshouldgetreadyandseeifhecangetadogora

puppy.Dogsweregreatcompanionsandhecould

useoneinthelonelyhourstokeephismindbusy.

.

.

.

Theroadisabouttogetbumpy.Ifitgetstoo

muchtakeabreakandcomebackwhenyouare

ready
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AtBobonong

Atthemeetingspot

Rubycheckedthewatchanditwasafewminutesto

two.Shedidn’tknowwhyshewassoearlybut

maybethasbeenawhileshehungoutwithafriend.

ShespottedNeelofrom adistance.WhydidNeelo

havetobethiscuterayofsunshine?Shesmiledand

placedherhandsonherthighsasNeeloquickly

approachedher.Neelosmiledassheheldherbag.

Neelo:Hi.(grinning)

Ruby:Hey,



TheyhuggedandRubycouldsmellthedistinct

colognethatwasstilletchedinhersenseallover

Neelo.

Ruby:Whatcologneisthat?

Neelosmelledherarmsandlaughed.Rhysandheld

herfortoolongnowshesmellslikehim.

Neelo:It’snotmine,Iforgotthenameofthecologne

butyah.

Ruby:Let’sgetsomethingtoeatandwecatchup.

Neelo:SoundslikeaplanandIam starving.

Ruby:Weshouldn’tevenbestarvingyou.Youare

carryingpreciouscargo.

Neelosmiledastheywalkedtotheshopsforfood.

Theycameback30minuteslaterandsatdown.

Rubysmiledwistfully,shehopedshewillbeather

happiestonedaytoo.

Neelostoppedbitingintothechickenthighand

coveredhermouthwithherotherhandandsmiled.

Neelo:What?



Ruby:You’rehappinessiscontagious.

Neelo:DoesitreallyshowthatIam happy?

Ruby:Yesitdoesmam.

Neelolaughed.

Neelo:We’lltalkabouthappinessonceIfindajob.

Ruby:Youstillhaven’tfoundone?

Neelo:IhavebeenapplyingandIhaven’tbeencalled

foraninterview,Iam startingtoshowsoIdoubt

theywouldhireapregnantwomanwhowillbe

absentafewmonthslaterdowntheline.

Ruby:Ireallyhopeyoudogetajob.

Neelo:Soonerratherthanlater.

Ruby:Younevertalkedaboutyourmarriage.

Neelosighedassheplacedthechickenthighdown.

Neelo:Heislate,that’sthemainreasonwhyIcame

here.

Ruby:Iam sosorry.Areyouokay?

Neelo:IthappenedalmostayearagoandIaccepted



it.Cryingwon’tbringhim back,Ijusthopeheis

restingpeacefullywhereheisandIhopeheis

happierthanhewashere.

Ruby:You’restrongyouknowthat.Andyoumanaged

tomoveonnowyou’reexpecting.

Neelo:Thisguyherecameunexpectedlysodidlove.I

stoppedquestioningandIdecidedtolove

wholeheartedly.

Ruby:That’sanotherwaytoputit.

Neelo:Iguessso.Idon’tknowifwearegoingtolast

butevenifwedonotlast,atleastIknowthatItried

mybest.

Ruby:Ihearyou.Iam takingabreakfrom thatscene.

Neelo:Ah.Youmentionedanex.

Rubychuckledsadly.

Ruby:Istilllovehim butloveislostNeeloespecially

whentheotherpartnerdecidedtobreakthetrust

youtwohadorstarttherelationshipunderfalse

pretenses.

Neelo:Hebrokeyourheart?



Ruby:Theotherwayroundactually..

Neelo:I’m sureyoudidn’tmeanto.

Rubysighed.Sheknewwhatthehellshewasdoing

whensheturnedRhysandinandthereisnouseto

pityherselfanymore.Shewaswaypastthatstage.

Sheruinedhim butshehopedshedidn’truinhim for

thenextwoman.

Ruby:IdiditintentionallyandIendedupregrettingit.

Wealmostgotmarried.

Neelo:really?

Ruby:Actuallyyeah.Stuffhappenedandsixmonths

latertherelationshipwasover.AllIcansayis

honestyisthebestpolicyinarelationshipand

breakinganother’strustisonethingyoushould

nevertrytodo.

Neelo:Notedsis.

RubylaughedandthatlightenedthemoodasNeelo

continuedeating.Theystartedtalkingabouthouse

plansandthatmotivatedNeelotokeeponjob



hunting.Sheneededaplacetocallherownandbe

proudoftheworkofherownsweatandblood.

Ruby:Whatdidyoustudy?

Neelo:RecordsandArchives…

Ruby:I’llseeifthereareanyjobopeningsatworkmy

love.

Neelo:Thatwouldbegreatthankyou.Howareyour

parentsdoing?

Ruby:Notsogood.Iwanttobacktotownwiththem

soIcantakemyfathertothehospitalforaproper

examination.

Neelo:Pleasedo,Iwillkeepthem inmyprayerstoo.

Ruby:Thankyou.Haveyouthoughtaboutababy

shower?

Neelo:Notreally.Iam notclosetoalotofpeoplead

asachildIwasarecluse,soIam notclosetomy

cousinsorrelatives.

Ruby:Youhavemeasafriend.

Neelolaughed.Thistalkwasheartwarming.



Neelo:Youwerelikeanoldersisterinvarsityand

thankyou.Whoknewwewouldmeetyearslater.

Ruby:Itcanonlybefatesis.

Neelo:Theuniverseworksinmysteriousways.

Ruby:Thatitdoes.

Afterthreehourshadelapsedandthesunwas

setting,leavingorangehuesinitsexitNeelo’sphone

rang.Sheopenedherbagandanswered

immediately.

Neelo:Hello.

Rhys:It’sgettinglate.WhereareyousoIcansteal

youaway?

NeelolaughedandlookedatRubywhowasnowon

herphonetexting.

Neelo:Okay.From whereweparkedearlier,justwalk

straightdownandyou’llspotus.

Rhys:Okaymylove,I’m onmyway…



SheplacedherphonedownandRubysmiled.

Neelo:IthinkinafewminutesI’llbeleaving.

Someoneisgettingprettyimpatient.

Ruby:Itotallyunderstand.

TheladiesstoodupandNeelolightlypattedher

dressandRubycouldn’thelpbutthinkabout

pregnancyandtheexperiencesherobbedherselfof.

Sheshookherheadastheystartedwalkingwhile

talking.MeanwhileRhysandcouldspotNeelofrom

thewayshewasdressedandfrownedashesawher

withsomeonefamiliar.Toofamiliar.Hekepton

walkingasitgotclearerandclearer.NeelosawRhys

andshesmiled.RubypausedasRhysandstoodin

frontofthem.Herheartdropped.

Neelo:Heybaby.

InhermindshekeptaskingherselfifNeelocalled

him baby.Shewasnotokaybutshehadtoplayit

cool.Rhysanddidn’tlikescenes.Rhysandgave



Neeloasmilethatsheneverevengot.

Neelo:MeetmyfriendRubyandRubymeetmybaby

daddyRhysand.

ShejustnoddedasNeelosaidbye.Whywasitwhen

shemetRhysandhelookedbetterthanthelasttime?

Ruby:Nicetomeetyou.

Henoddedasthetwowalkedawaywithhishands

aroundherwaist.Hemovedonquickerthanshe

expectedandhewasexpectingbutithasn’teven

beenayearsincetheybrokeup.Notevensix

monthsandhewasexpecting?DidNeeloknowhow

dangerousthatmanwasandtheloveshetalked

aboutwasn’tjustfairytalebookssheread?

.

.

.

*

*
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Insidethecar

RhyslookedatNeeloandheshookhishead.Neelo

hadnoticedthesilencehehadfallenintoafterthey

walkedawayfrom Ruby.Wassomethingwrong?

Neelo:Istheesomethingwrong?

Rhyskeptquiet.

Neelo:Rhysand?

Rhys:She’smyex-fiancée.

Neelofellintoabsolutesilenceasthecogwheels

startedturninginherhead.Shegaspedassheput1

and1togetherthensheblinkedafewtimes.

Neelo:Waitwhat?

Rhys:RubyistheexIwastellingyouabout.



Neelo:Soth-wow!Uhm(shakingherheadsideways)

RhysandstartedthecarandNeeloleanedbackas

hestartedtoreversethecar.Rhyslookedatherand

hepausedtobuckleherup.

Rhys:We’lltalkaboutitathomeorIshoulddropyou

offatyourparentshouse?

Neelo:I’llgobacktomorrow..

HenoddedandstaredtodriveasNeelostartedto

thinkaboutitall.SothemanRubywastalkingabout

hadbeenRhys.Sheisthebabymamatothesame

manRubyalmostmarried?Shepausedasthecar

movedalongthetarredroad.SoRubywastheone

shoutingprofanitiesatherthatnightwhenshewas

upsetandtoldRhystosortitallout.Shelookedat

Rhysandshethoughtofhim withRubyandshe

rubbedhertemple.

Thedrivehomewassilentasbothofthem werelost



intheirownthoughts.

WhentheyarrivedhomeNeelowasthefirstperson

togetoutofthecarwithherstuffandRhysshook

hishead.Hedidn’tknowwhyshewassopressed.

It’snotasifhewantedRubyback.Notbyalong

shot,hejusthopeditwasjustNeelo’shormones

makinghermoodyallofasudden.

Rhysfollowedminuteslaterandfoldedhishandsby

thedoorashewatchedhersitdownandplaceher

headonherhands.

Rhys:Speakyourmindsweetheart,I’m listening..

Neelo:Soshewastheonewhoinsultedmethattime.

Rhys:Yesmam.

Neelo:Wow!

Rhys:Ididn’tknowshewasyourfriend.

Neelo:Thisisgettingcomplicateddaybyday..

Rhys:How?



Neelo:HereIthoughtIfinallyfoundafriendanda

sisternowsheturnsouttobemycurrent’sex.Like

webothtastedthesamedick.

Rhysletoutadrylaugh.Shedidn’thavetobeso

blunt.

Neelo:Sorryaboutthatbut(shakingherhead)

Rhys:AsIsaidbefore,don’tdoubtmyloveforyou.

Neverdothatokaymylove.Ijusttoldyousoyou

candecide.Idon’twanttocontrolyourlife..

Neelo:Ineversaidthat.

Rhysraisedaneyebrowandshelookeddown

embarrassed.

Rhys:Exactly…makeyourowndecisionsmylove.I

managedtomakefood.Areyouhungry?

Neelo:No.Ineedtobath.

Rhys:ShouldIjoinyou?

Neelo:Notthistimelove.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom ashe



watchedher.Hehopedshewillpullthroughthis

week.Hisphonerangandheanswered.

Rhys:Hello?

Uncle:Kennamotlogolo(it’smemynephew)

Rhyssmiled.

Rhys:Hello.

Uncle:Wetalkedtoherfamilyandwemanagedto

setadateforeverything.Doessheknow?

Rhys:No.

Uncle:Areyousureaboutthis?

Rhys:Onthisonetrustme.IdonotknowwhyItrust

herbuttrustme.

Uncle:Wearealwaysbehindyoumotlogolo.You

shouldtalktoyourbrother.

Rhysandchuckledasherubbedhisneck.Alex

workedaccordingtohisowntiming.

Rhys:Ifhewilllisten.



Uncle:Ijustwantedtoletyouknowaboutwhat

happenedsowecankeepyouupdated.Osuresure?

Rhys:Eerra…

Uncle:Butthatotheronetotashedidtheunthinkable.

Rhys:Youhavenoideawhatthisspecieiscapableof

malome…

Uncle:Ifitwasme,Iwouldhaveendedupinhospital.

Rhysandlaughed.Hisangerthatdaywas

unmatchedbuthethankedhisancestorsthathe

didn’tlettheangerconsumehim tothepointofhim

raisinghishandather.Hewasnothisfather.He

wasnotgoingtobethatman,notinamillionyears.

Hehoped.Hetalkedwithhisuncleforawhilebefore

hehungupandplacedthephonedown.Heheard

thewaterrunningandwonderedwhatwasgoingon

inherprettylittlemind.



AtRuby’sparents

Rubysatonherbedasshefullydigestedtheblow

shehadbeendealtwith.Itstartedtomakesense,

thatdaywhenshewasdreaminglikeamadwoman

thatRhysandhadawomaninhishousehedidhave

awomaninthehouse.HewasprotectingNeelo

from her.Heneverdidthisforher,neverprotected

herfrom anyone.Shedidn’tknowhowshelosther

marblesthatday.

Sheclosedhereyes,Neelowassohappywiththe

guyshebroke.Theguysheletslip.Shehadregrets

andmoreregrets.Didheloveherthatmuchtomove

inaspanofaweektoanotherwoman,heeven

impregnatedher.Washereplacingtheirbabythat

sheintentionallykilled.Thefactthatshekilledhis

childleftabittertasteinhermouth.Shecouldn’t

imaginehowhecanbesohappywhenhesaidhe

lovedhersodamnmuch.



Shepickedherphoneandopenedherlaptop.She

stillhadpicturesoftheringhehadgivenher.That

expensiveengagementringhesurprisedherwith.

Tearsblurredhereyesight,shewasreallytryingto

moveonfrom thisman.Shereallywasbut

everywhereshewentshewasremindedofhim and

whattheycouldstillshareifshedidn’tmessitup.

ShewenttoFacebookandshestartedtotypealong

assparagraphassheuploadedthepictureofher

ringfingerwiththeringandanotherofherbackat

herhouseaweekago.Shepostedtheparagraph

andplacedherphonedown.Shejusthadtogetitoff

herchestandshefeltlighter.

AtRhysand’splace

NeelowasinRhysand’sshirtasshepickedher

phoneandwalkedtothelounge.Hewasonhis

laptopbutheclosedittheminuteshesatnextto

him.Sheplacedherfeetontopofhim andhelightly



tickledher.

Neelo:Stop!(giggling)

Hestoppedandkissedherforehead.Sheunlocked

herphoneandwenttoWhatsAppwheresheclicked

onherconversationwithRuby.Shewasconflicted

butthenbeingfriendswithhercurrent’sex,knowing

thatshewillhavetocensorwhatshesayssoRuby

doesn’tmissRhys.SheknewRubymissedRhysjust

bythewayshespokeaboutit,hersmilefalteredand

shebitherlowerlipashernailhitthescreen.

RhysandjustwatchedherandNeelolookedatthe

screen.Shesawtyping..

Shewaitedforafewminutesanddecidedtolog

ontoFacebook.Shefrownedasshereadthecaption

onthepostoneofherFacebookfriendsshared.

“Chooseyourpeace Sendingloveandlight”

wasthecaption.Neelodecidedtoreadtheoriginal

postthatRubyhadapparentlypostedonline.



“IfoundaguywhotoldmeIwasastar,hewas

perfecttomeineverypossiblewayandheevenpaid

mymagadi.Igotaringandalovingmanwho

regardlessofhistaintedpasthewasthebestlover

andfriendagirlcanget.IcansayIwastheonewho

ruinedeverything.Andyouknowwhathappened

afterruiningeverything?IregrettedeverythingIdid

becausehecouldn’tforgivemeforwhatIdid,Iwon’t

mentionwhatIdidbecauseIdon’twanttobejudged

formymistakes.MistakesImadeandregrettothis

day.Thatringpictureistheringhegotme,hedidn’t

demanditbackandeverytimeIlookatit,I

remembertheloveweshared.Ibeggedhim to

forgivemesowecanfixthingsbutyouknowthe

funnythingaboutmen?Theyknowtheirselfworth

andhedecidedthathecouldforgivemebutwould

stillletmego.GuysIbegged,insultedandsaidalot

ofthingsthatweresounnecessarywhenIwasin

thewrong.Ithinkmydiaryistiredofmewriting

abouthowmuchImissthismanandithasn’tbeen

thebestofmonthsintermsofrelationships.And

fatedecidedtoplayafunnytrickonme,turnsout

thesweetgirlIconsideredasmysisterisdatingmy



ex.Apartofmeisbitteraboutthat(Iwon’tlieand

sayIdon’tlovetheguy,Istilllovehim)butIdecided

tobethebiggerpersonandsmile.Sheiseven

pregnantwithhisbabyandthathurtsmesomuch.

OnmyownIdecidedthatIshoulddistancemyself

from her,sheisnotinthewrong.Idon’ttrustmyself

aroundherbecausesheissohappywithmyexand

shedidn’tknowhewasmyex.Apartofmehates

thatshefoundhappinesswiththeguyIstilllove,she

hasbeensounluckywithloveandsheissohappy.I

hatethefactthatmyexissohappywithherandhe

movedonquickerandisalreadyexpectingachild

whileIam tryingtoforgivemyselfforwhatIdid.

Ladiesandgents,cherishtheloveyougetfrom your

partnerandkeepinmindthatsomeofthethings

youdotoyourpartnermightbeunforgivable.Ihope

Iheal.Thesecondpictureisfrom aweekago

”

Neeloreadthecommentsunderthepost.

Comment1:healandmovesis,thesedayswedon’t

cryformen.



Comment2:Notalotofwomencanopenlysaythis

butbreakthefriendshipforyourpieceofmind.

Replytocomment2:truethat.Womenlikeplaying

victim.

Commenter3hadpostedapictureofRhysandinthe

commentsandaskedifthatwastheguy..

Neeloreadmorecommentsandsheplacedher

phonedown.Shedidn’tknowhowtofeelaboutthis

rantonsocialmedia.Soonerorlaterpeoplemight

seeherwithRhysandandknowthatsheisthe

pregnantladyandshehatedsocialmediaattention.

Shehonestlyhadnosidetotell.Shewentbackto

WhatsApptoreadRuby’stext.

Ruby:Iguessyoualreadyknow.

Neelo:Thatmybabydaddyisyourex-fiancée?

OntheothersideRubyswallowed.Babydaddy.

Ruby:Yes.



Neelo:IsawtheFacebookpost.

Ruby:Ididn’tmentionnames.

Neelo:ithasalotoflikesandsharesandsooneror

laterpeoplewillpinpointmeasthewoman.

Ruby:Ididn’tthinkitwillgothatfar.Myapologiesfor

that.Iam averyjealouspersonandIstilllove

Rhysand.

Neeloplacedherphonedowntotakeadeepbreath.

Neelo:Maybewecould’vebeenfriendsifwemet

earlierbeforeImetyourexandmaybethenwe

couldpretendthereisnogravityinthewordswe

write.

Ruby:Iexpectedthisandwasplanningthesame

thing.Itwasgoodthatwegottoknoweachother

andIam sorrythatIstillloveyourbabydaddy.

Neelo: Eemma.NnaIwasjustsayingyourpost

putmeinthespotlight,youhealeventuallysis.Ihate

beingthecenterofattentionthat’swhyevenyou

didn’tknowwhohewastillhepickedmeup.

Ruby:I’lldeletethepost.



Neelo:It’sokay,youwereexpressingyourfeeling.I

justhopethatonedaywecanbothlaughaboutit

whenit’snotinourfacesbutallthebestsisinyour

futureendeavorsandthankyouforeverything.

Ruby:Sametoyou.

Neelo:Hopeyoufindthehealingyouneed.Loveand

light

Thatwasthelastthingshesentbeforeshedeleted

Ruby’snumberanddeletedtheirconversation.

AtRuby’shouse

Rubyplacedherphonedownandsheranherhands

throughherhair.Sheswallowedtearfullyasshe

pickedherphoneupandwenttoFacebook

Messengerasshetypedonelastmessageto

Rhysand.Shewouldbedone.Totally.



‘Hi

Irememberhowyouusedtocallmepreciousevery

timeyoulookedatme.IhatethatIstillloveyoubutI

stoppedhopingthatyouwouldgetbackwithme.I

hopeNeelomakesyouhappyandcongratulations

onthebabyyou’reexpectingwithher.Iam jealous

thatsheiscarryingachildthatIcouldn’tcarryfor

myownselfishreasons.YouhavemepeaceandI

wasteditbutthankyouforthehappiestyearofmy

life.Idon’tthinkIcanforgivemyself,Iam sorryfor

thewayIhurtyou.Iwillneverbotheryouagainafter

this.

Yourex-precious

Ruby’

Shesentthemessageandplacedthephonedown.

Shewasgoingtofinallyunfriendhim.Shecouldn’t

bringherselftoblockhim.Sheconnectedher

headsetstoherphoneassheplayedmusic.Neelo

wasn’ttheusualtypehewentforandwasn’titfunny



howhedatedheraweekaftertheirbreakup.Itwas

likeshehadalreadybeenthereinthebackground.

SheblastedAlessiaCara’sOutOfLove.

Therewasnomanualtothishealingthing.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand’shouse

Neelocuddledintohischestashepressedhis

phone.RhysandfrownedwhenhesawRuby’spost

onFacebook.Thiswasallsounnecessary.He

lookedatthelittlemisscuddledagainsthim.

Rhys:Areyouokay?

Neelo:Iam.Thankyouforthefood.

Herubbedherbackandwentontohismessenger

andsawRuby’smessage.Heclickedonthe

messageandreadit.Hejustrepliedwith“ok”andhe

placedthephonedowntogiveNeeloallhisattention.

Neelolookedupathim withhereyes,whywasshe

beingsocute?



Rhys:Whatdoyouwant?

Shestraddledhim andhesmiled.Shelaughed

kissinghischeek.

Rhys:Okaymam.I’m allyoursnow…

HeFrenchkissedhim ashewrappedhisarms

aroundherwaist.Hepushedtheshirtupandshe

wasnakedunderneathit.Shestartedtogrindonhim

releasingasigh.

Rhys:I’m goingtosayhormones.

Neelo:Okay.

Shelookeddownandundidpusheddownhisboxers

ashiserectionsprungout,veinedandproud.His

handswerestillonwaistandshejustguidedslowly

guidedherselfontohim.Shemoanedsoftlyasshe

settledandhewasjustlookingather.Hedidn’t

knowpregnancycoulddothis,hewasgoingtoenjoy

herpregnancythat’sforsure.Neeloarchedherback

whilstontopofhim andstartedwithsmallwaist



movements.Rhystightenedhisgriponherwaist

andhesmiledashestartedtofuckherfrom the

bottom,hewasn’tgoingtolosecontrollikelastnight

whenshewasincontrol.Heflippedthem andin

minuteshewasontop,heplacedherlegsonhis

shouldersfordeeperpenetrationandtookitfrom

there.

AnhourlaterNeelolookedatherbabydaddywitha

bigsmile.Shewasgoingtomissthiswhenhegoes

toFrancistown.Shestilldidn’thaveajobsoshe

shouldcontinuejobhuntingthisside.

Rhys:Ilikepregnantyoumore,shouldImakeyou

pregnantmoreoften?

Neelo:Nowthat’sabsurdbaby.Reallyabsurd.

Rhys:Ineverknowwhattoexpectfrom you.

Neelo:Idon’tbelieveyou.

Theylaughedandshesnuggledintohim more.

Unbeknownstofeverythingthatwastocomelaterin



future.

AtahousesomewhereinBobonong

Theteenagegirlclosedthebedroom doorand

coveredherlittlesister’searsasthefightingensued.

Hertearshaddriedagainsthercheekanditwasthe

samestorydayinanddayout.Shebitherlowerlip.

Theywerefightingaboutheragainandshehated

that.Shecouldn’twaittogotocollegesoshecould

leavethisplace.

Thehousequieteddownandsheuncoveredher

sister’sears.Shewaitedforhersistertofinallyfall

asleepandshegotoutoftheroom.Asshewalked

tothesmallsittingroom shefoundhermother

crying.Shehadredrimmedeyes.Hermothershot

herwithalookthathadherstumblingbackwards.

Theyounggirlbitdownherwordsastearswelledin

hereyes.Theyjustdidn’tunderstanddidthey?It

wasn’therfault.



Shewalkedbacktothebedroom andclosedthe

door.Shecoveredherselfupwiththeblanketand

criedsilentlyundercovers.Thedooropenedandshe

stilled.

Her:Iknowyouarenotsleeping.WakeupSesame!

Shepulledbacktheblanketsandgotoutofthe

warmthoftheblankets.Hermotherwipedhertears

assheheldherarm leadinghertothesmallsitting

room.Herfatherhadneverreallyfatheredherand

hersister,justalwaystheretodemandandshoutat

them.Sheknewherfatherwishedshewasaboy

andnotagirlanddefinitelynotthedisappointment

theythoughtshewas.Themanwhocalledhimself

herfatherwassittingontheoppositecouchasher

motherpushedhertothechairtositdown.

Sesamesatdownandaslaplandedonhercheek

from hisbighand.



Him:Whatdidyousayyouare?

Herlipsquiveredasthetearsrolleddownhereyes.

Shepulledhersleevesandwipedthetearsfearfully.

Him:Mma?Kanagaommaorra?(angrily)

Sesamewipedmoreofhertearsp,shewascloseto

breakingdowninfrontofhim andshedidn’twantto.

Him:Youfailedtogivemeasonnowthesheyou

gavemeisnotnormalandlikesothergirls.

Disgraceful.Ishouldn’thavepickedyouamongthe

otherwomen.

TheladylookedatSesamewhohadherheaddown

withtearsstreamingdownhercheeks.Nosound

escapedfrom herlipsandthemanangrilylookedat

hissocalleddaughterandthewomanhesettledfor

afterhedecidedonherwhenhisestrangedwife

chosetosidewithachild.Achildheboreandachild

whothoughthadgrownsomeballs.Hedidn’twant

toloseitonanyoneofthem sohestormedoutand



Sesamefinallyletoutasob.Hercheekwasburning

andshelookedathermotherwhowasn’tdefending

her.Wasthathowamotherwassupposedto

behave?Shewasalreadytired,thatshewasbrought

inaworldwherefamilywasmerelybloodand

nothingmore.

Her:Youangeredyourfather.TomorrowisSunday.

I’m takingyoutochurchsotheycandeliveryoufrom

thatdemon.

Sesame’stearsdriedatthatsentence,shewasn’ta

monstrosityandtheyweremakingitlooklikeshe

wasone.

Her:Youareembarrassingmeandyouareawoman.

Youaresupposedtofinishschoolandfindagood

mantomarry.Ihaveneverheardofanythingas

outrageousasthis.Mxm!Sutlhamatlakalaao!

Sesamewipedhertearsasherthroatdried.Her

motherwasn’tseriouswasshe?Whycouldn’tthey

justacceptherforwhoandwhatshewas.Aren’t



parentssupposedtobetherefortheirchildren?

Thesetwoprovedotherwiseandshehatedthatthey

weregoingtoinfluenceherlittlesisterintotheir

beliefs.

Shegotupandwalkedaway.Shehatedthisso

much.Shehatedithere.

AtRuby’sparents

RubyreadRhysand’sreplyandsighed.Shewasdone

withthisRhyschapter.Itwastimeforhealing,

growthandgettingherlifeontrack.Tomorrowshe

wasgoingbacktotownherparentssoherdadcan

becheckedandthatwillall.

Shewasn’tmeanttohavefriendsmaybe.Sheshould

leaveitatthat,hercousinwasdatingRhysand’s

brotherandthepersonshewasdevelopingaclose

friendshipwithwasdatingherex.No,shewasn’t



meanttohavefriends.

AtAlex’shouse

Wawarubbedhertummyasshedrankhertea.Alex

wasoutandshedidn’tknowwhyhewasoutatthis

timeofday.TheyshareeverythingandAlexhadkept

onsayinghehasn’tmethisbrother’sgirlfriend.The

namehadsoundedfamiliarbutshehadforgotten

whereshehearditfrom.Sheshruggedandpicked

uptheremotetochangechannels.Afteramovieshe

wasgoingtosleep,Alexwillfindherinbed.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'sparents

MaNeelolookedatherhusbandwhowasreadinga

book.Sheclosedherbookandlookedather

husband.

MaN:Youreallywabtmydaughtertomarryintothat

family?

RaN:Ifthereissomethingbotheringyoujustsayit

woman..

MaN:I'm justsayingthatit'stooearlyforNeeloto

getmarriedagain.

RaN:Neeloistheonewhohasthefinalsayonthat

matter.Ifwedonotlethermarryhim,shrmight

marrybehingourbacks.Doyouwantthat?



Shekeptquietandheclosedhisbook.MaNeelo

openedhermouthandcloseditagain.

MaN:weknowthagboy'sfather.Whatifheturns

outtobelikehisfatherbackintheday?

RaN:whathappenedtolettingpeopleshowtheir

truecharacterontheirownwithoitjudgingthem

basedontheirparent'smistakes?

Shekeptquiet.

RaN:LetNeelobe,sheisagrownwomanandsheis

goingtobeamothersoon.Sheknowsweloveher

abdifanythingiswrongshecancometousandwe

willtakeheribwithnohassle.

Heswitchedoffthesidelampandfacedtheother

wayandMaNeelohadhereyesopenindarkness.

MaybesheshouldbegladthatMcKnightisnotpart

ofthesceneanymorebecauseshedidn'tknowhow

shewasgoingtofeelifhewas.Shelookedather

husbandandalthoughhewasagoodman,backin



thedaybeforeRhysand'sfathermarriedhewasa

catchandshehadbeeninherlifeatsomepoint

thenstuffhappened.Sheshookherheadandlaid

down.Sheclosedhereyesanddecidedtosleep.

Thefollowingmorning

AtRhysand'shouse

Beelowokeupfirstandshewatchedhim breath.She

touchedhisfiveo'clockshadowwithalittlesmile.

Shewisheditcouldbelikethisforeverbutthatwas

notthecase.Shehadtogohomeandhehadtogo

backtotown.

Shekissedhischeekandgotoutofbed.Sheheaded

tothebathroom soshecouldfillthebathtubwith

bathingwater.



Rhysandwokeupminuteslateruponhearingwater

splashinthebathroom.Shecould'vewokenhim up

butshedidn't.Hegotoutofbedandmadehisway

tothebathroom,hefoundherrelaxedinthebathtub.

Hetookapissandthesoundofthetoiletflushing

disturbedher.Sheopenedhereyesandsmiled.

Neelo:Morning.

Rhys:Heysweetheart.Letmeleaveyoutoit.

Hewalkedoutandsheclosedhereyesagainand

sunkintothewater.

AtSesame'sparents

Sesamecriedashermotherforcedherintoalong

whitedress.

MaSesame:Akooapareretsamaye(getdressedso

wego)

Sesame:eemma..



Shewipedhertearsandshewasgladherlittlesister

wasnotintheroom towitnesssuch.Hermothergot

herBibleandshepulledthesleevesofthewhitevest

sheworeunderthedress.

MaSesame:don'tembarrassmeplease.Weneedto

takethatspiritoutofyou.

Sesamesilentlyfollowed.Herfatherwasnowhereto

befoundandsheclosedhereyes.Atthispointshe

didn'tknowifshewasgoingtolivelongenough.

MaSesamefoundSesame'syoungsistersitting

downwaitingforthem.Thethreeofthem gotoutof

thehouseasshelockedthehouse.Thechurchwas

awalkingdistancefrom wheretheystayed.Sesame

onlywenttothechurchonceandstoppedgoing

therebecauseofthejudgementalstaresshegot

from people.Shehadalwaysfeltthattheyknewand

judgedherforit.



TheystartedwalkingtoChurchandwitheachstep,

Sesame'sheartgotmoreheavier.Hermotherwas

goingtoexposeherlikethat?Shereallyhatedithere.

AtNeelo'sparents

Rhysandkissedhercheekasheparkedhiscar

outsidetheyard.Sotheirweekendwasovernowhe

hadtostepbackintoreality.Dealwiththepressing

issuesandeliminateeverylooseend.

Rhys:PromisetocometoFrancistownthisweek..

Neelo:Iwilltry.

Rhys:Don'tjusttry.Thisisreallyimportantmylove.

Hiseyeswerebegginghertoagreeandsheended

upagreeing.Hekissedherlips.

Rhys:Takecareokay?IwillcalllaterandI'm leaving

tomorrowmorning.Iwillstillcall.Ifyouneed



anythingIam acallawaysweetheart.

Neelo:eerra.

Hekissedheragainandsheflashedasmile.She

openedthedoorandgotoutwithherovernightbag

alongwithherhandbag.Shedidn'tknowwhather

parentsweregoingtosaybutshehopedtheywere

chilledaboutitall.

Rhys:Iloveyou.

Neelo:Iloveyoumore.

Shewavedashedroveoffandsheopenedthegate.

Herfather'scarwasheresobothparentswere

homenow.Shewalkedtothedoorandknockeda

coupleoftimesbeforehermotheropenedthedoor.

Hermothershookherheadandthedisappointment

inhereyesspokevolumes.

Shemovedfrom doorasNeelolookeddown.



MaN:Iknowyouarepregnantwithhischildbutthat

wasnowaytobehave.Youdon'tdisrespectyour

parentslikethat.Wherearethemoralsweraised

youwith?

Neelokeptquiet.

MaN:Iam extremelydisappointedinyoungwanaka.

Neneyoudon'tdisrespectyourparentsforaman

thatmightleaveyousomeday.Wearetheoneswho

aregoingtoconsoleyouafteryoufindoutheused

you.Youarestilllivinginourhouseandourrules

applyhere.

Neelo:Eemma.

MaN:wankutlwa?(doyouunderstandme?)

Neelo:Eemma.

MaN:Donotletsomethinglikethishappenagain,

I'm startingtothinkthatthatboyisabadinfluence

overyourlife.

TherewassilenceandNeeloquietlyexcusedherself.

Sheclosedherbedroom doorandsatonthebed.



Sheletoutatiredsighandrubbedhergrowing

tummy.

Neelo:Iloveyouandyourfather.Ipromisedtolove

him andIreallydoevenifourloveisjustafew

monthsold.

AtFrancistown

Theprosecutorneededareallygoodreasontohave

thecasereopenedandtrialedagain.Allheknew

wasthatRubycouldbeastepintherightdirection,

hewouldusehischarm ifhehadtobuthewas

goingtonailthiscaseabdfinallyputanendto

RhysandMcKnight.

.

.

*

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

NeelowaitedforRhysandtocomegether.Itwasa

betteralternativethantogotothebusstationand

boardabus.Howwasitgoingtofeelliketobeback

atthecityafteralmostawholeyear?Shewouldjust

passbythehousesheusedtosharewithAoneand

giveKatlegoaheadsupaboutherarrival.

Shelookedathernailsandsighed.Shewilltalkto

herdadabouthermom.Shedidnotknowwhatwas

wrongorwhatwasupwithhermotherbutmaybe

sheisgoingthroughsomething.Shecheckedthe

watchanditwasalmost8.Hesaidhewillpickher

beforethat,hermotherwalkedoutofthebedroom

andheadedtothekitchen.Shedidn'tknowhowto

approachherdaughterafterwhathappened



yesterday.

MaN:Goodmorning.Areyouhungry?

Neelo:I'm finethankyouandhi.

Therewasakwardsilencebetweenthetwoand

Neeloheardthecarhooter.

Neelo:Thatismycuetoleave.Willbebackinaweek

orso.SaybyetodadformeandIwillcallhim afterI

arrived.

Sheheldherbagandshepushedhersmallsuitcase

outofthehouse.Hermotherwatchedherdaughter

go,leavingherinthetensionthatsurroundedthe

house.

NeelogottothecarandsmiledasRhysandopened

thedoortogetout.Hegotherbagandputitinthe

backseat.Hepulledherflushagainsthim and

breathedinhersoftvanillascent.

Rhys:Morning..

Neelo:Hey..(kissinghischeek)

Hegaveherasmileansshesmiledback.



Rhys:Didyoueat?

Neelo:Iam nothungry.Iwilleatlater.

Rhys:You'recrashingatmyplace?

Neelo:WhereelsewouldIgo?

Hesmiledandlethergo.Theybothgotinsidethe

carandhedroveoff.MaNeeloclosedthecurtain

afterthedroveoffandshesighed.Therewas

nothingshecoulddo.Neelowasmadlyanddeeply

inlovewithRhysand.Shehadtogetherheadaround

thatorelseNeelowasgoingtostartaskingvery

unnecessaryquestions.

Atthehospital

Rubywaswaitingoutsidewithhermotherasthe

doctorrantestsonherfather.Thebeautifullady

steppedoutinhercoatandstethoscopearoundher

neck.Shewaswearingpinkscrubsunderneaththe

coatalongwithmatchingcrocs.Shewasshorter

thanher.AlmostNeelo'ssizebutafewcentimetres



short.

Ruby:Doctor(lookingatthetag)DrColton..

Marang:Wejustrantestsandwearepositivewewill

havetheresultsonWednesdayifnottomorrow

afternoon.Howlonghashebeenweakandwhatdid

thenursefrom whereyouarefrom say?

MaRuby:It'sbeenamonthandIhavebeentending

tohim athome.Hehasalwaysbeenweakbutitwas

worseningsoRubydecidedtobringhim totown.

Marangletoutasmile.

Marang:Icanassureyouthatheisingoodhands.

Ruby:Hewillbefine?

Marang:Afterwegettheresultswewilltakeitfrom

there.SofarIdon'twanttospeculateonanythingtill

Igetresultsstraightfrom thelab.AlsoIwouldliketo

keephim overnight.Toobserve...

Ruby:Ofcourse.Whateverthatworksdoc.

Marang:Youcangoseehim andI'llbebackwiththe

paperwork.



ThetwoladiesnoddedandMarangwalkedawayas

sheslippedherphoneoutofhercoatpocket.Ruby

andhermotherwalkedintothehospitalroom her

fatherwasandsheletoutasadsmile.Hewas

alreadyasleep.Maybeifshecameearlierbutshe

hopeditwasnothingmajor.Hermothersatbyhis

bedsideandlookedatRuby.

MaRuby:Ihopewearenotdelayingyou...

Ruby:Iwillwaitforthepaperworkthenheadbackto

work.

MaRuby:Thankyou.

Rubynoddedandwatchedfrom adistance.

AtRhysand'shouse

Hourslater,Rhysandparkedhiscarinsidetheyard

andNeelolookedaround.Thishousewas

impressive,reallyimpressive.

Rhys:Youlikeit?



Neelo:It'sbig.Ilikeit.Whotendstoit?

Rhys:Ihiresomeoneonceamonthtocleanit

thoroughly.

Neelo:It'sbeautiful.Howmanyroomsdoyouhave?

Rhys:Fivebedrooms.Oneisthemasterbedroom

andtherestarejustnormalrooms.

Hetookoutherbagfrom thecarandheplacedhis

freehandonthesmallofherbackasheledherto

thedoor.Helethergoandcheckedhispocketsfor

thekey.Heunlockedthedoorandbothofthem

walkedinsidethehouseashepulledherbag.

Rhys:I'm goingtoputyourbaginthebedroom.The

kitchenhasfoodbabygirlorwecanordertakeout.

Eveneatout.

Heheadedtothebedroom andshelookedaround.

Wasshesurethatwhenhewasherealone,helived

alone?Orwhenhewenttohistripshewasalone?



SheknewRhysandlovedsexandanychancehegot,

shewasatthereceivingendofit.Hecameback

minuteslaterandshelookedathim.Shefinallyput

herhandbagdownandlookedaround.

Rhy:Youhaven'tbeentothekitchenhaveyou?

Sheshookherheadandhetookherhandinhis

leadinghertothekitchen.

Rhys:Youdidn'teatandIdon'tknowhowlonbit's

goingtotaketomakeyoufood.Youneedtoeat

sweetheart.

Neelo:I'm fine.

Rhys:Iwasn'taskingyou.Let'sgoandgetyou

somethingtoeatandIwillgiveyouatourofthe

wholehouseoncewecomeback.I'llshowyoumy

officesaswellmylovesoyoucanhavealook

around.

Shejustagreedtowhateverhewassaying.

AtRhysand'sOffice



TheveryfewdignifiedstaffthatworkedforRhysand

wereshockedwhenhecamewithNeelo.The

receptionistlookedattheladywhowasholdingonto

hisbicep.MrMcKnightwasattheofficetwiceor

thriceaweekandeventhoughhewassupposedto

getmarriedalmostayearago,hehadneverbrought

hisfianceehere.

RhysandunlockedhisofficeandallowedNeelotosit

down.Hewasn'tgoingtotellhernow,shejusg

neededtoseetheoffice.

Neelo:Youownthis?

Rhys:Eemma.Ijustwantedyoutoseeandhavea

lookaround?Areyoufull?

Neelo:Iam love.ThereisstillalotIam yettofind

outaboutyou.

Rhysandchuckledandkissedherinnocenthead.

Rhys:Whenareyoudoingyourhairagain?

Neelo:Idon'tknow.

Herubbedherforeheadandlaughed.Afteranew

hairdo,herforeheadwasalwaysshining.



Neelo:Iwon'tappreciatejokesaboutmyforehead

thankyouverymuch.

Rhys:It'scutebutfunnyatthesametime.

Neelo:That'snotacompliment.

Rhys:Itis.Itmakesyouallsopretty.

Sheblushedashesatonhisofficechair.Alexsaid

hesentthedocumentstohisemailandhislaptop

wasinthecar.Hedidn'tknowwhethertosendher

tothecarortogohimself.

Rhys:areyoupreparedfortheinterview?

Neelo:Inallhonestyno..

Shetookoutherphone.

Neelo:AskmequestionssoIcanpractice.It's

tomorrowmorning.WilltheyhiremeevenifI'm

pregnant?

Rhys:Thatparticularquestionisoneyoushouldtake

upwithyouremployer.Eachorganisationhastheir

ownpoliciesputinplace,notwantingtobenegative

babeyouaregoingtoagovernmentorganisationas

suchandthechancesofthem hiringyouareslim.



Neeloforcedasmile.

Rhys:Iam justsayingbutyouknowwhat?Come

here.

Shewalkedtohim andsatonhislap.

Rhys:Giveityourbestshotokay?We'lltakeitfrom

there.

Shesmiledandheplacedhisheadonherbreasts.

Rhys:WishIcansuckthesebutI'llhavetobeabig

boyandwaitforthelittlechamptogethere.

Neelotouchedthebackofhishead.

Neelo:Patienceisavirtue.

Rhys:Youdon'tsay.Ihaveasmallfavourtoask,can

yougogetmylaptopfrom thecar?

Neelo:Okay.

Shegotoffhim ashehandedherthekeysandshe

walkedoutclosinhthedooronherwayout.

Rhysand'sphonerangasifthecallersensedthathe

wasalone.Heanswered.

Rhys:Minister...



.........

Rhys:Noneedtowanttobehastyandgreedy.The

stuffwillbetherebeforetheendoftheworkingday.

Nodelays.IalwaysdeliverandIwantthemoneyin

full.Senttotheoffshoreaccountthatthepolice

neverdiscovered.

TheministertalkedandRhyschuckled.

Rhys:IhaveninelivesandtrustmeIwouldratherdie

thanbeabloodysellout.Haveagoodday,no

threatsneededbecauseitneverendswell.(smiling)

Therewasanaudiblesilencebeforethecallerhung

upandRhysandplacedhisphonedown.

Laterthatday

AtGym

Rubylookedaround.Shedidn'tknowwhatshewas



doingherebutsheneededtofindsomethingtodo

andthatbetterthingtodowasgoingtoalsomakea

bigimpactonherhealth.Afterthisgym hourshe

wasgoingtocheckonherfatheralongwithher

mother.

Sheplacedhergym bagdownandlookedatthe

weights.Shedidn'tknowwhattostartwithorshe

shouldstartwiththetreadmill?Shewalkedtothe

treadmillandplacedthewaterbottlenexttoit.She

lookedatthebuttonsandshewasn'tsurewhatto

press.Shehasneverdonegym beforeandthiswas

verynewtoher.Shelookedaroundandeveryone

seemedbusy.Shecouldn'tspotthegym instructors

too.Shesteppedonthetreadmillandshepressed

theonbutton.Shedidn'tknowwhattopressafter

that.Shebitdownherlipandpressedtheclosest

buttonanditstartedtomovebutthespeed.Shefell

downandletoutasmallsqueal.

Theembarrassment.Shefeltapresenceandshe

wantedtheearthtoswallowheraliveinthusvery

moment.Theguyletoutaheartylaughandthe

treadmillstoppedmovingwhileRubykeptherself



down.

Him:HiMiss.Iswitchedoffthedreadfulmachine.

Areyoufine?

Hischocolatesmoothvoicegottoherandsheheld

ontothefloorassheliftedherhead.Hiseyesshone

withmirthandsheblushedembarassed.

Ruby:I-ah..

Him:It'sokay.

Heofferedhishandforhertoholdonandshetookit.

Herhandfitperfectlyinhispalm andshequicklylet

goassherubbedherhandsagainstherblacktights.

Ruby:Idon'tknowwhathappened..

Him:Iguess.Areyouokay?

Ruby:Uhm yes.

Shetookagoodlookathiswellbuiltbody.He

lookedsofriendly.

Him:Ihopeyouwon'ttakeitasaninsultifIshow

youhowitworks..

Ruby:Areyouthegym instructor?



Him:No,justaregularmemberwhohappenedto

helpadamselindistress.

Ruby:Iam hardlyadamsel.

Him:Youcansteponit,Iswearthatit'soff.

Ruby:wherearemymanners?I'm Ruby.

Hesmiledashetookherhandandkissedit.Uhso

hewasagentleman.

Him:I'm Peterandit'sapleasuretomeetyouRuby.

Shefoundherselfblushingasshepulledherhand

away.Thewayhepronouncedhernameasifitwas

somewhatexotic.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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Atthegym

RubywasliterallydroolingasPeterexplainedhow

thetreadmillandwhateachbuttondoes.

Peter:Mam areyoulistening?

Shesnappedoutofitandbitdownhertongue.

Ruby:Uhm yeah...

Hechuckledandshookhishead.Shewasnot

listeningatall.

Peter:Iwillleaveyoutoit.Iwon'tbefarifyouneed

myhelpRuby.

Thenhesaidhernameagainandshesmiled.

Ruby:Ofcourse.



Hewalkedawayandshelookedatthebuttons.

Whatdidhesay?Sheshookherheadandgotoff

from thetreadmill.Shedrankherwaterandlooked

around.Shesawhim settledownandstarttolift

weights.Shesawweightsandalsodumbbells.She

shouldpickthedumbbellsinstead.Shewouldn't

wanttobreakanybonesandhotPeterwasn'ta

doctorinanyway.Shegigglefaloneandshepicked

upthedumbbellsandstartedtoliftthem upand

down.ShefacedtheotherdirectionandPeterwas

lookingather.Sheblushedandlookedtheotherway.

Petersmiledaloneandcontinuedliftinghisweights.

Whenhewasdonetenminuteslater,Rubywasstill

liftingthoseweightlessdumbbells.Hechuckledand

usedhistoweltowipethesweatthathadformedon

hisforehead.Hewalkedtowhereshewasasshe

finallyputthem down.

Peter:Youshouldtryweights..

Ruby:abogorobegamang?(whosebonesaregoing

togetbroken)

Peter:Theywon'tbreak..



Rubyliftedaperfectbrowandheletoutasmilethat

exposedhisleftdimple.Hehadadimple?Thatwas

sow-wow!

Ruby:IfibreakasingleboneIswe-

Peter:Thatwon'thappen,notundermywatch.

Theywalkedtotgeweightsandhestartedwiththe

smallest.

Peter:Eachsidehas5kgRu..

Ruby:Ru?

Peter:itsuitsyou..

Ruby:Nicknamesnow?

Peter:Whoknows?ThismightbethelasttimeIsee

you.

Shechuckledasshelaiddownandliftedherhands

ashegentlyletherholdthebarwithhisexistence.

Peter:Startliftingslowlyandthendownslowly.She

didashesaidandhewatchedherasshedidthat.

Peterwatchedherchestriseandfall.Thosecrests



didn'tmakeitanybetter.Hetooktheweightsfrom

herandshesatupright.

Peter:youshoulddothismoreandifyoufeellikeyou

areokay,weincreasetheweights.

Ruby:thatmightwork..

Shegotupandgotherbag.Sheremovedthetowel

insideandwipedherface.Sheshouldtakeabathat

home.Notthatshedidanythingmajorheretoday

butitwasagoodday.Peterlookedathiswatch.He

hadtogotoo.

HeexcusedhimselfasRubynodded.Hecameback

twominuteslaterwithhisgym baginhand.

Peter:It'syourfirsttimeworkingoutinthegym?

Ruby:Iam nptagym personandIthoughtthatI

shouldtrysomethingnew.

Peter:Youshouldcomehetemoreoften..

Shesmiled.

Ruby:Asifthat'sgoingtoconvinceme.



Peter:I'llbeyourpersonaltrainer.

Sheletoutalaughastheyexitedthegym door.

Ruby:OkayPeter.

Peter:AndtrainingstartstomorrowRu..

Ruby:Yessir(grinning)

Theywalkedtotheparkinglotandtheywalkedinthe

samedirection.

Peter:WouldIbetooambitiousifIaskforyour

number?

Ruby:HowsureareyouthatIwillgiveyoutheright

number?

Peter:AguycanonlyhopeRu.

Rubythoughtaboutitandsheletoutasmile.She

spottedhercar.

Ruby:Waithere..

Shewalkedtohercarandunlockedit,placingher

baginsidebeforeshetookoutapen.Shewalkedto



wherePeterwas.

Ruby:Thesearethefirsttwodigits..

Shewrotethenumbersonhispalm andletouta

smile.

Ruby:EachdayI'lladdanumber.

Peterletoutasexysmilethatexposedhiscanines.

Helovedagoodchase.Thiswasgoingtobefun.

Peter:I'llbepatientMsHardToGet.Gym tomorrow

5pm sharpRu.

HewalkedawayandRubywalkedtohercar.Shegot

insideandstartedthecarbeforereversingoutofthe

parkingspot.Shebuckledupanddroveoff.

AtRhysand'shouse

Rhysandhadhisarmsaroundherbulgingwaistas

heshowedhereverypartofhishouse.

Neelo:Okah.IthinkIgotit.



Rhys:Sure?

Neelo:Yep.Ineedtotakeabathandsleepearly.

Rhys:Youaren'tanearlysleeperbabe..

Neelo:Ihaveaninterviewinthemorningan-

Rhys:Andyouarelettingnervestakecontrol.I'lldrop

youoffinthemorningokay?Idon'tknowifIwillpick

youupaftertheinterviewbabygirl.Therearesome

thingsIneedtodo.Willyoucomehomestraight

after?

Neelo:Eerra.IdoknowFrancistownRhys..

Rhys:Still..

Neelo:Iwillcomehomeandrest.

Heturnedherandheldhercheeksinhisbighands.

Rhys:Letmehelpyourelax,stressisnotgoodfor

thebaby.

Neelo:Okay.

Hekissedherslowlybeforehepickedherupand



placedheronthebed.Hepartedherthighstomake

slowlovetoher.

.

*
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AtTheMagistratesHighCourt

Neeloblinkedandsquintedhereyes.Shetooka

deepbreathashelookedather,shewasfullerand

shestillhadthesameheightminustheheels.

Him:Hello.Ifiguredyoumightneedaride.

Neelo:It'sokay.I'llcatchataxi.

Hewaitedforhertosayhisnamebutshedidnot.

Shecheckedherphoneandlookedaround.

Him:Don'ttellmeyou'restillbitterafterallthese

years.Ithappenedandwearenowgrownadults

Neelo.

Neelo:BoldofyoutoassumeI'm bitterPeter.That's

boldadvocate.



Peter:Neelogetinthecar.Youhateheelsandyou

won'twalktothetaxirankinthose.

Neelo:Iwouldhavetodeclinethatofferonceagain.

Itwaspleasantseeingyouagainthough.

Shesmiled.Thatsmilethathadhim staringathis

steeringwheel.Shewasalwayssosweetandifit

wasNeelofrom yearsago,shewouldhavegot

insidethecarandthankedhim forsuchkindness.

Shelookedsofterandhereyeswerejustashe

rememberedbackintheday.

Peter:It'snotlikeIwantyoubackoranythinglike

that.

Neelofrowned.Whatwashetalkingabout?

Neelo:WesharethesamesentimentsIguess.I'll

waitforataxi.

Shecoveredhetfacefrom thesun.Shewashotand

theseclothesweresohot.Sheunbuttonedthe

blazersoshecouldbreathalittlewhilewaitingfora



taxitopassby.ShewassotemptedtocallRhysand

sohepicksherup.

Peterlookedatherupanddownandfrownedseeing

herbumpinthedress.Shewaspregnantandwas

heregrillingherselfinthesun.

Peter:I'm waiting.

Neelo:MothowaModimoyoucango..

Peter:Iam justtryingtohelp.

Neelobitdownhertongueandbreathedasshesaw

ataxi.Shewavedatitanditparkedbehindthe

Mercedes.

Shewalkedtothetaxiandtalkedtothedriverfora

goodminutebeforeshegotinside.Peterwatched

thetaxijointheroadandhesighed.Evenafterall

theseyearstheycouldn'thaveasinglecivil

conversation.Yesheadmitsitthathewasstupid

andtookherforaride.Hechuckled.Whowashe

kidding?Hewashervirginbreakerandsheis

probablyhurtaboutit,hewasneverpreparedfora

momentlikethat.Knowingthatasyoungasshehad

beenshehadgivenherallintherelationshipand



beingthefoolhewasheplayedherlikeafiddle.He

didn'tblameher.Foraseconditallcameback,how

shewouldpushherreadingglassesbackasthey

studiedtogetherattheschoollibraryandwouldstart

whiningabouthowschoolwasn'tshitinhercutest

babyvoice.

Hejoinedtheroaddrivingoff.

InthetaxiNeelosighedassherubbedhertemple.

Shedidn'texpecttoseehim afteralltheseyears.A

partofherstillcan'tforgivehim forwhathedidto

herbutshehadbetternow.Amanwhowasgoingto

beherson'sfatherandhedidn'tfailtoshowherhow

muchhelovedher.Maybetheirbrokennessbrought

them together.Theirsoulscalledouttoeachother

andconnectedphysicallybeforetheycouldidentify

thefeelingaslove.Shesmiledandrubbedher

tummyasthetaxistoppedbytherobots.



AtAlex'shouse

Alextriedhisbrother'snumberbutitwasn'tgoing

through.Hesighedasheplacedhisphonedown.

MaybeheisbusyandbesidesRhysandsaidhewill

betheonetocallhim.

Wapelosatdownnexttohim andheletoutasmile.

Shewasworkingfrom homebecauseshewas

alwaystired.

Wawa:What'sup?

Alex:It'snothing.Youokay?

Wawa:I'm alwaysfineAlexie..

Helaughed.Hehatedthatnickname.Itwassoweird.

Wawa:Iknowyouhateitbutit'scute.

Herubbedherroubdbellyandkissedit.Hewasn't

goingtorushanythingsohewillwaitafewyearsto

seeifhewasgoingtomarrythemotherofhischild.



AtRhysand'shouse

Neelopaidthedriverasshesteppedoutofthecar.

Finally.Shecouldn'twaittoslipofftheshoesand

getridofthedressaswell.Sheopenedherbagand

usedthekeysRhysgavehertoopenthegate.She

steppedinsidetheyardandthegateclosed.She

removedhershoesandwalkedbarefootalongthe

pavement.Thiswasreallyanicehouse,shereally

likedhishouse.

Sheunlockedthedoorandsteppedrightinsidethe

house.Shestretchedherbodybeforeclosingthe

doorandlockingit.

Laterthatday

Neelowasfastasleepasherphonerang.Thephone

stoppedringinganditbeepedtoreportamessage.



Atthegym

Rubycheckedherwatch.Shewasrightontimeorso

shethoughtbecausePeterwasalreadylifting

weightsandtheyseemedsoheavy.Shewalkedto

him andheplacedthem down.

Peter:HeyRu..

Ruby:Hii...Youlookuh-kindaofstressed.

Peter:Justhadablastfrom thepastearlier.

Ruby:Caretoshare?

Hechuckledashegotupandstoodnexttoher.

Rubywastallbuthewasstillthetallerone.He

smiledandshesmiledback.

Peter:Let'sstartwiththetreadmillandI'lltellyouall

aboutit.



Theywalkedtothetreadmillandshesteppedinit.

Peterpressedthebuttonsasitstartedtomove.

Peter:Howcanyoutellapersonisbitter?

Ruby:Iwouldn'tknow.Iam bitteraboutsomestuff

butI'm workingonit...

Peter:Anywaythetopicisgoingtoboreyoutodeath.

Ruby:Tryme..

Peter:Let'ssayIwasaplayerbackintgeday.

Rubylaughed.

Ruby:WenaMrPlayer.

Peter:AndIplayedthisinnocentsweetgirl.Fresh

meat..

Ruby:Bannalalapisatlhe...

Peter:Yeahneh!Sheputupwithmyshitformonths

andIbrokehershem..

Ruby:Ihopeyoustopped.Poorthing..

Rubylookedatthebuttonsandincreasedthespeed.



Peter:Shewasthetypetoinvestherallandshe

thoughtIwassomebookprincewhosweptheroff

herfeet.

Ruby:Doyouregretit?

Peter:IleftthatlifestylebutIsawhertodayandwith

nobadbloodoranything,shehadchanged.

Ruby:PeopleareboundtochangeovertimePeter.

That'swhatwecallgrowth.

Peter:Thesweetnessinhervoicewasgone.

Rubychuckled.Okaytheybothhadpasts.Herswas

recentwhilehiswasyearsago.Samedifference.

Ruby:I'vehadmyfairshareofheartbreak.

Peter:Whocanhurtaprettyladylikeyou?Ifhehurt

youthenheisafool.

Ruby:Thatmakesmefeelalotbetter.Hopeyou

forgivepastyouforhurtingthosegirlsandmoveon

from that.

Peter:Ididjustthatseeingherkindoftookherback.



Rubysteppedoffthetreadmill.

Ruby:Ifsheweretowantyoubackwouldyoutake

herback?

Peter:No.Never.

Hisheartracedknowinghewaslying.SeeingNeelo

stirredupfeelingshethoughthewouldneverfeel

everagain.Hewouldtakeherbackinaheartbeat

anddobetter.Fornowhehadtogetthistaskoutof

theway.HesmiledasRubypickedupthedumbbells.

Neelowasoneofthoseonceinalifetimewomen

whom youwouldchangefor.Youngerhim didn'tsee

thatbutolderhim has.HewatchedRubyashe

monitoredher.

AnhourlaterRubywalkedtotheparkinglotwith

Peterandasshewalkedtowardshercarhepulled

herback,hisstronghandholdingherwristandshe

lookedupathim withpartedpinklips.

Peter:Ruaren'tweforgettingsomething?

Herbrainturnedtomushasshegavehim a



confusedlook.Peterchuckledandinherconfused

state,hedippedhisheadandkissedherlips.Ruby

lostallhermarbles,herheartracingandhermouth

havingamindofit'sown.It'sbeenawhilesinceshe

hasbeenkissedlikethis.

Peterletgoofherhandandheldhercheeks.The

twokissingblatantlyintheparkinglot.

HebrokeitandRubywasalreadyoutofbreath.He

rubbedhechinlookingintohereyes.Hecouldsee

confusionfollowedbyrealization.

Peter:yournumbermylady..

Ruby:Uhm I-

Shewassodazedthatshegavehim allofherdigits.

Petermemorizedthatandkissedhercheeksoftly.

Peter:I'llcall..

Rubydidn'tnoticethathegaveapredatorkindof

smileashewalkedaway.Shetouchedherforehead

andshookherhead.Hekissedher?Wow!



AtRhysand'shouse

Neelofinallywokeupandshestretchedherbody

andgotoutofbed.Shegothisrobeandlookedat

thearms.Itwaslongandbigbutsmelledofhim

nevertheless.Sheletoutalazyyawnasshepicked

herphonefrom thetopofthenightstand.She

unlockeditandshesawhismissedcall.Sheread

themessagehesentandsheplaceditbackdown.

Sheshouldn'twaitupforhim.Gotit.

AtPeter'shome

HewentthroughNeelo'spicturesonFacebook.She

didn'tuploadmuch.Notreallyasocialmediaperson.

Shelivedinherownworldandthattimehewanted

hertogrowupbecauseshewasn'talittlegirl



anymore.

HewenttohiscontactsandhehadsavedRuby's

number.Heclearedhisthroatandcalledher.
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AtRuby'shouse

ShewaslyingonherbackasshetalkedtoPeter.

Shedidn'tknowasimplekisscanmakehergiveout

hernumberlikethat.

Peter:Mustbethemagic!

Ruby:ThisisnoDisneyprincessmoviePeterPan.

Peter:IfI'm PeterPanyoumustbeWendy.

Ruby:Realcheesy.Otherthanbeingagym fanatic

whoareyouMrPeter?

Peter:Idon'twanttosoundcockyprettylady.

Ruby:That'sformetodecide.

Peter:I'm alaywertheinitialsbeingP.KMogorosi

prettything.



Rubypaused.SheheardthenamePeterfrom

somewherebutcouldn'trememberwhere.She

shookherhead.

Ruby:AdvocateMogorosihi..

Peter:Helloprettylady.

Rubywantedtoscream intothepillow.Whydidhe

havetomakehisvoicesoundsosexyespeciallyat

thistime?

Peterchuckledassheansweredback.Theytalked

aboutalmosteverythingthatwasunderthesunand

hewasimpressed.Shewasreallysmart.Hereally

hopedshewasgoingtoaccepthisfriendrequeston

Facebook.

Ruby:letmenotkeepyouupadvocate...

Peter:It'sokay.IwasworkingandIneededabreak.

Ruby:thebreakisover.Youcangetbacktowork.

Byee!

Peter:ByeRu.Sleeptightanddream ofme.



Ruby:Youwish.

HeletoutalightlaughandRubysmiledattheendof

theline.

Ruby:Night.

Peter:Goodnight.I'm hangingupautwe?

Ruby:Alright.

Hehungupsecondslaterandsheplacedherphone

onherchest.MeanwhilePeterleanedbackashe

wentbacktoNeelo'sFacebookprofile.Hesenta

requestbuthewasn'texpectinghertoreallyaccept

it.Washegraspingonstraws?Hewouldhavetosee.

Helookedatthefilesonhisdesk.Thepolicedidn't

havenewinformationtoreopentheMcKnightbuthe

wassurelygoingtocomeupwithsomething.

McKnightcan'tescapeonacleanslate.Hewillhave

toseethedetectivetomorrowmorningandseeifhe

won'tbeabletopushthem toreopenthecase.But

whatnewevidencewasthere?Hewillseebutif



McKnightisnolongerwithRubywhoishewith?

Obviouslyfrom Ruby'spostit'ssomeoneRuby

knowsandhewillseeifhewillbeabletogetthe

womantotalk.Obviouslywomengetfrightened

easilyandduetotheirnervestheygivealotaway.

Hehasseenthathappenmorethanonceinthe

courtroom andwiththerighttechniquesboth

womenwillbedishingoutRhysand'ssecrets.

AtRhysand'shouse

Neelostoodinfrontofthemirrornakedasshe

rubbedhertummy.Shedidn'tknowwhereRhysand

wasbutmaybehewasusedtostayingout.Justthat

shedidn'tlivewithhim soshehadnoideahowhe

rolls.

Neelo:Hellobaby,it'smemommy..(grinning)

Sherubbedhersmallbumpwithalittlesmile.So

shehadfivemonthsleftgiveortakeafewdaystill

shemeetsherbaby.Firstbornforthatmatter.



Sheturnedtoseeifshewasdevelopingstretch

marksornot.Therewasnothing.

Neelo:Ohwell.Weshouldprobablysleep,Idon't

knowwhenyourdadwillreturn.

Shewalkedtothebedandgotundercovers.Allthe

lightswereoffexceptthebedroom light.She

coveredherfacewiththecomforterandclosedher

eyes.

Somewhereoutthere.

Rhysandthoroughlyinspectedthediamondsto

makesurehewasn'trippedoff.Heputthem inthe

smallblackvelvetbag.Anotherbatchdoneandhe

checkedthetimeonhisphone.Itwasgettinglate

buthewasn'tgoingtosleeptillhewasdone.

Heleanedbackasheplacedhishandsonhisface.

Hewasgoingtobehereforsometime.Hehoped



babygirlwasallwarm.Hefiguredshewasfast

asleepandhehadtofinishupwiththesediamonds

andthenspendthedaywithhertomorrow.Hesat

uprightandcontinuedwithwhathewasdoing.

.

.

*

*

*

*



TROUBLED

#60

AtSesame'sparents

Sesamelaidawakeasshethoughtaboutherlife.

Evenbeforeshecameoutoftheclosettotellher

mother,shewasalreadyhopelessaboutherhome

situation.Asometimespresentfatherandawoman

whosideswiththemancalledherfatherwho

doesn'tevenloveheroverherownkids.Shehad

alwaysbeenclosetoendingitallbutwhatalways

keptherfrom endingitwasthefactthatherlittle

sisterwouldn'thavenoone.Shewastiredand

maybethingswouldbebetterifshewasn'tinthe

equationbuthersisterwouldsurviveright?

Shegotoutofbedandswitchedonthelights.She

bentdownandtookoutherschoolnotebookand



pen.Shesatdownonthecoldfloorasshestartedto

pendownherlastthoughts.Shewrotetwoseparate

letters.Oneforherlittlesisterandoneforthepeople

shecalledparents.Hermotherclaimedtobe

Christianbutgoodpeopledon'ttreatotherpeople

especiallytheirownfleshandbloodthisway.Alone

teardroppedonthepageandshesniffed.She

hopedthatgirlwholikedherinclasswouldsurvive.

Herownfamilydidn'tcare.

Shetorethepagesandshefoldedthetwoletters

nicely.Theoneherparentsweretofindwasplaced

byhersideofthebedandhersister'sletterwas

gentlyplacedunderthepillow.Sheclosedhereyes

andopenedthem again.Shewalkedoutoftheroom

andwalkedtothekitchenwhereshefilledacupwith

waterinthedarkness.Thehighmoonilluminated

hershadowandtearsfilledherslantyeyes.

Shefoundtheratpoisonandthebluedeathpowder.

Shepouredthem intheglassandplacedtheitems



backwhereshefoundthem.Shewalkedtothe

bedroom andclosedthedoor.Hermotherwas

probablygoingtowakeinthemorningtowakeher

andhersisterupforschool.Shewouldbelonggone

sheguessed.Shewasdrinkingpoisonsandinthat

sensetheyweredangerousforhumanconsumption.

Littleol'Sesamedrankthebittertastingwatermixed

withthechemicalsubstancesbeforesheswitched

offthelights.Shewalkedtothebedandgot

undercover.Shelookedathersisteronelasttime

beforesheprayedinherheartofhearts.Sheclosed

hereyesandwaitedforsleeptotakeover,shewas

probablygoingtodieinhersleepandshewasokay

withdeath.Itdidn'thurtanymore.

Shehadbeentryingtomakethem treatherlikea

decenthumanbeing.Tomakethem loveherbuther

parentswerehumansandbroken.Brokenpeople

shouldn'thavechildrenbecausetheytraumatise

them andprojecttheirfuckedupmentalityonthe

children.Shefeltherstomachrunandshedecided

sheshouldsleep.Itwouldbelesspainfulthatway.



Earlythatmorning

AsusualMaSesamegotoutofbed.Shedidn'thear

thewaterrunningnorthekettlebeingswitchedon.

Sesameknewwhatshehadtodoandshewasbeing

stubbornnow.Sheopenedthegirlsbedroom and

shealmosttrippedontheglassthatwasonthefloor.

Sheswitchedonthelightsandpickedtheglass.

Sesamewastestingherpatience.Thiswasthe

glassesusedbyguestsandtheywerenotsupposed

tocomeneartheglasses.

Shewalkedtothebedwiththemotivetoshake

Sesameawakebutshepausedasacoldshiverwent

downherspine.Sesame’smouthwasfoaming.She

shookSesame.

MaSesame:Sesame!Sesame!Tsoga!

Panicsettledinthepitsofherstomachasshe

shookanunresponsiveSesame.Shebitherlipas



sheshookherbuttherewasnoresponse.Fear

joinedpanickasshelightlyslappedSesame'scheek

sothatshewakes.

Herheartthumpedfuriouslyinherchestasshehit

Sesameoverandoveragainbutshedidn'twake.

Tearsfinallyfoundtheirwaytohereyesasshe

beggedherfirstbornchildtowakeup.Noresponse

andshedidn'twanttobelieveittha-thatsheended

herownlife.ThatSesamewasnomore.Shepulled

backtheblanketsandthefoldedpapercaughther

eye.Sheusedherhandtowipehertearsandpicked

itupwithshakyhands.Shetooksometimeto

unfoldthepaperanditlookedlikealetter.

‘Dearmom anddad

HiI'm SesameMokoro.Idon'tknowwhyfather

didn'tgiveushislastnamebutit'sfine.Ihavea

sisterthatIlovedearlyandparentswhofailedto

loveme.Icameoutaslesbianafewweeksagoand

theirmistreatmentbecameworse.AlreadyIhated



mylifebutthatmademefeelworse.Myownmother

mademefeellikeIwasanoutcastanda

monstrositytothesociety.Thisismyfinalgoodbye.

Don'tcrytoomuchbecauseyouneverlovedme.I

haveneverknownhowitfeelstobelovedbya

parent.Evenonmyworstdays,didIdeservemom

allthehellyouguysgaveme?CauseIlovedyou,I

swearIlovedyoutillmudyingday.Don'tbethehero

flyingaroundsavingfacethatyoudon'tknowwhy

yourdaughterkilledherself.Idon'twanttobea

ghostthatisn'tpeaceful,Iwon'thauntyoubutwhat

aghostlyscenewouldthatbetofinallymakeyou

guysfeelwhatI'vefeltwhileIwasalive.

GoodbyeandthankyouformakingmewishInever

existed.FatherIloveyoueventhoughyouarean

emotionallydamagedmanwhothinkshittingus

makeseveryonelisten.Youcancursemynameand

wishIstayedbutthiswillkillyoujustthesame.

Haveverymiserablelives.

Yourdaughter



Sesame'

MaSesamecoveredhermouthspeechless.A

hollowacheformedinherchest.

MaSesame:No!No!(screaming)

Herloudscream torethroughtheearlymorning

silencewakingupheryoungerdaughter.Shefellto

herkneesastheemotionsfloodedherheart.Sh-She

wassosorry.Shedidn'tknowthat'showSesame

feltalltheseyears.

Theyoungersisterlookedataverycoldand

unmovingSesamewhostillhadfoam inhermouth

andsheshookherbigsisternotquitesureshewas

following.

MaSesamewailedonthefloor.Realizingthat

Sesamewasgoneandshehadonlyherselftoblame

forthat.Nobodybutherselftoblameforher



daughterendingherownlife.Herchestconstricted

andbreathingbecameoneofthehardesttasksshe

haseverhadtodo.Shepattedherchestand

coughedtryingtobreath.Shelookedupandrubbed

herneck,itwasgettingextremelyhardforfreshair

toenterherlungs.Theyoungersisterlookedat

Sesameonceagaintryingtoshakehertowakeup.

Shegotoutofthebedandwalkedtohermama's

side.

Her:Mama!

MaSesame:Ica-can'tbr-breathe!

Shesaidoutofbreathandclosedhereyeswithher

handsonherchest.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtSesame'sparents

Theyoungestlookedathermotherandsister.

Her:Same?Tsoga!

Shescreamedinhersmallvoicebutthetwowere

unresponsive.Sheshookhermotherwhowasn't

wakingupatall.Thelittlegirlscreamedwithtears

rollingdownhereyes.Bothofthem weren'twaking

up.Shehuddledherselfinacornerandcriedwith

herheadbetweenherlegs.Shecriedtilltherewere

nomoretearsandhersmallheadfeltsoheavy.She

closedhereyesastherewerenomoretearsleftto

cry.

AtRhysand'shouse



Neeloturnedonhersidefeelingthewarm body

holdingherinallhernakedness.Sheopenedoneeye

firstbeforesheopenedtheother.Therehewas,fast

asleepbutholdingher.Shewatchedhim breathin

hissleep,hischestrisingandfalling.Herheart

fluttered.Shegotluckyhere.Shegotreallyluckyto

findamanwholovedherforheranddidn'ttakeher

forafool.Shelightlykissedhischestandplacedher

headthere.Sheclosedhereyesonceagaineven

thoughitwasmorning.Shewillwakeupafew

hourslater.

Rhysandmurmuredsomethinginhissleepashe

pulledthesmallbodytohislargeframe.Neelo

smiledsecretly.

Afewhourslatershewokeupfirstandescapedhis

holdoverher.Shewalkedtothebathroom topee,

herbladderwasburningsoearlyinthemorning.She

flushedandwashedherhandsbeforewalkingoutof

thebathroom.Rhysandwasstillfastasleepandshe



hadnoideawhattimehearrivedhome.Shewasn't

goingtoaskhim though,hemightthinksheisbeing

toonoseyanditwasnoneofherbusiness.Shegot

undercoversandheopenedoneeyewithasmile

gracinghislips.

Rhys:morningmmaagwennana.

Shepeckedhislips.

Neelo:Morning.Sleptwell?

Rhys:Ididmylove.Howareyoutwothismorning?

Neelo:Wokeuptoagreatstartactually.

Rhys:Isee..Howdidtheinterviewgo?

Neelo:Iwasanervouswreck.Iprobablyfailed.

Rhys:Whyarewebeingnegative?

Neelo:Ihavenoworkingexperienceandjustalotof

factors.IthinkIfloppediteveniftheydon'tcallme

it'sstillokay.I'llseewhattodo.



Sheplacedherheadonhischest.Shewaslying.She

wasn'tleftwithmuchfrom themoneyAonelefther.

Itwasdepletingandnowwithababyonthewayshe

hadtobuybabyessentials.Sheclosedhereyesand

hopedshewillbecalledforotherinterviews.

Neelo:Rhysand?

Rhys:Mma?

Neelo:Whenyoucomehereyou'realwaysalone

akere?

Rhys:Yes.Whereisthisconversationgoing?

Neelo:Andyou'reusuallyalonewhenyouareabroad

akere?

Rhys:IsthatyoursubtlewayofaskingifI'm

cheating?

Neelo:Ididn'tsaythat.Ijustwantedtoknow.

Rhys:Wellyouwouldknowifyoudidcomealonglike

Ialwaysaskyouto..

Neelo:Uhu!



Shemovedherheadandpulledtheblanketsupto

coverhernakedframe.

Neelo:IwasjustaskinvinnocentquestionsRhys.No

needtoloseyourmarblesoverit.

Rhys:WellIhatetheassumptionbehindthesocalled

questions.

Neelo:Iyoo!

AtSesame'sparents

Around9am RaSesameunlockedthedoor.The

doorwasusuallyopenedandshewouldbecleaning

rightnow.Hewalkedinsidethehouseanditwas

oddlyquiet.Tooquiet.Hemadehiswaytothe

bedroom firstandcheckedthecoast.Therewas

nothing.

Hemadehiswaytotheotherbedroom andthedoor



wasslightlyajar.Hepushedthedooropenandhis

heartskippedabeatseeingSesame'smotheronthe

floorwithherhandoverherchest.Hedidn'teven

noticethesmallonewhowasinthecornermost

probablyfastasleep.

Hesawthepaperthatwasbesidesherandheread

it.Hissharpeyesmovedtothebedandtherewas

Sesame'slifelessbody.Eyesclosedwithfoam

runningdownhermouth.Hegrittedhisteethashe

shookthewomanbutshewouldn'twake.Hewasn't

stupid.

Him:Wakeup!!

Shewasn'twakingupandhedecidedtocheckher

pulse.Therewasnone.Nopulsetospeakof.He

closedhiseyesforafewsecondsbeforeopening

them andfinallyscanningtheroom.Theyoungest

wasinthecornerwithherheadlowandhedidn't

knowwhathewassupposedtodo.Here-read

Sesame'ssuicideletteroverandoveragainasit

sunkinthatshekilledherselfbecauseshehatedit



here.ShesawitfittotakeherownlifewithGod

knowswhat.Hedidn'tknowhowfastanambulance

wasgoingtoarrive.Alongwiththepolicethoughhe

wishedthepolicewasnotinvolved.Hedidn'twantto

beaccusedforkillingthem whenhedidnot.He

crumpledthesuicidenoteandputitinhisback

pocket.Hewalkedtothecornerandshookthe

youngeroneawake.Shescreamedassheopened

hereyesandsawhis.

Him:Wakeup!Tlareye!

Her:Mama!Same!

Him:Areyemonna!

Tearswelledinhereyesagainasshegotupand

lookedathermotherandSesameonthebed.She

followedherfatherasheclosedthedoor.They

walkedtothesmallsittingroom andshesatdown.

Herstomachgrowledandshelookedatherfather

whowaspressinghisphone.Hestoodupdeciding

tocallthepoliceandambulancetodealwiththis.

Whatwashegoingtodowithastandard1sixyear

old?Thosetwowerereallyselfish.



Thepeoplepickedupandheexplainedbeforehe

hungupandsatdown.

Him:Andthen?

Shefacedtheotherwaybeforeherheaddropped

downlowwithtearswellinginhereyes.

AtRhysand'shouse

NeelosighedasshelookedatRhysandgetting

dressed.

Neelo:Ishouldn'thaveassumedsuchofyou.My

insecu-

Rhys:AndIhaveassuredyoumorethanoncethatI

meanwhatIsayNeelo.

Neelo:Eerra.I'm sorry.

Rhys:AssoonasitsinksinthatIloveyouandyou

onlyNeelothenthereisnothingtobesorryabout

rightnow.



Rhysandsatonthebedandworehisshoes.She

watchedhim andshedidn'tknowwhethertoask

him wherehewasgoingorlethim be.

Neelo:You'regoingtotheoffice?

Rhys:Eemma.Ihavetowrapupafewthings.

Neelo:Ishouldn'twaitup?

Rhys:I'llbeherebeforethesunsets.Iloveyou.

HekissedhercheeksbeforeheFrenchkissedher

forafewsecondsandbrokeit.Herubbedherlower

lipandshesmiledsweetlyathim.

Rhys:IloveyouandIhavetogo.

Neelo:IsitokayifIgoout?

Rhys:Ofcourse.Youwanttodosomeshopping?

Heaskedashepickedhiswalletandtookoutoneof

hisbankcards.



Rhysandplacedthecardinthepalm ofherhand.

Rhys:Youcanbuywhateveryouwant.I'llleavethe

car.

Neelo:B-butyouhavetogotowork.

Rhys:Idon'twantyoutouseataxiifyouare

shopping.

Neelo:Wearen'tevensureifI'm goingonashopping

spree.

Rhys:Wewillseebaby.I'llbebacksoon.You'lldrive

yourself.

Henibbledonherearandshesmiled.Rhysandgave

herthepinaswellbeforehekissedherandleft.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthepolicestation

Peterbroughthishandstogetherashelistenedto

DetectiveMoilwe.

Moilwe:Mogorosiatthispointwearegraspingat

straws.Heslippedthroughourfingers.

Peter:Ifollowedthecasecloselyandeventhoughat

histrialitwasnotrevealed,theundercoverofficer?

Moilwe:Thatonejustgaveushisbankbalances.

Afterayearontheassignmentwehadbank

balancesandanillegalfirearm thathasn'tevenbeen

used.

Peter:Don'tyouthinkshewithheldinformation?

Moilwe:Highlydoubt.Shetookaliedetectortestand

thatwasallshehadbeenabletogather.Idon'tthink



McKnightisthatstupidtoblurtouthisactivitiestoa

woman,nomatterhowalluringthatwomanis.

Peter:Pity..Idon'tthinkyourundercovercopwas

honest.Especiallyifshefellinlovewiththesubject.

Moilwe:Thatdoesn'tmatteradvocate.Sheresigned

andwecan'tforceher.TocatchMcKnightweneed

freshevidence.Fornowthecaseiscoldtillwegeta

leadinsomethingoranything.

Peterleanedback.HewasgoingtoseeifreallyRuby

knewnothingbutevenifit'snotthat.Sheisa

womanscornednowthatRhysandhasmovedon.

Thishasbeenaninterestingvisit,itwassurprising

thatRhysanddidn'tfighteventhoughthestatehad

norighttoputhim injailforsuchmereassumptions.

Washeafraidthattheywouldwanttolookintoit

moreandheavoidedthatbybeingcompliant?Ifso

hewasonesmartmotherfucker.

AtSesame'sparents



Thesirensrangalarmingtheneighbours.Somegot

outoftheirhousestoseewhatthefussisallabout.

Whywasthereapolicevanandanambulance.The

onlyambulancethatwasinthevillageforthat

matter?

Curiositygotthebestofthem astheynoticeditwas

inMaSesame'syard.Didshefinallyreportthatman

shelivedwith?Thatmanhadabadhistorywiththe

villagepeopleandhiswayswerenosecret.Pityhe

wasafinemanwithanuglyheart.Allhislooksgone

towasteeveninhisage,heagedlikefinewine.No

wonderhissonsweresuchcatchesinthevillage.

Theygotitfrom theirfather....

Sesame'sfatheropenedthedoorandhegreetedthe

policeofficersandtheparamedics.

RaSesame:Thisway..



Heledthem tothebedroom hehadclosedanhour

ago.Theyhadpassedthelittlegirlwhowasalarmed

seeingmeninuniform.Heopenedthedoorandthey

steppedinside.

Officer:Whathappened?

RaSesame:Icamebackanhouragoandfoundthis.

Thelittlegirlinthesittingroom wasasleepinthe

corner.

Theparamedicswalkedtothebodiesandone

checkedtheladywhiletheothercheckedthe

teenager.Itwasobvioustheteenagerhad

committedsuicideandtheladymight'vediedfrom

theshock.Ofcoursetheywereassumingbutitwas

verypossibleandtheyneededtoconfirm such.

Thepoliceofficerwalkedtothebedandtookoutthe

handcuffs.HehandcuffedSesame'shandsand

lookedattheparamedicswhoknewwhattheyhad

todo.

Officer:Siryouwillhavetofollowmetothepolice

stationforquestions.

RaSesame:Ofcourse.CanIfollowafteranhouror



so?SoIcandropthelittlegirlsomewhere?

Officer:Verywell...

Hesteppedoutandheleftthem intheroom.Hewas

assumingtheyweregoingtodoinvestigationsand

allthat.Thelittlegirllookedupathim andhedidn't

knowwherehewasgoingtoleaveher.Hehadone

placeinmindbutithasbeenoveradecade...

Helookedatthegirlwhowashisdaughterandhe

askedhertostandupandfollowhim tothecar.He

openedthedoorandshegotinside.Hewalkedto

hissideandgotinside.

AtRuby'sworkplace

Rubysatinthatsmallcubicleasshetypedwhatshe

hadbeengiven.WorkingatT&M Publicationswas

theebestandshewasgladsheappliedforajob

here.MrsTaylorwasawonderfulbossandadamn



goodjournalistifshewasbeinghonest.She

stoppedtypingasshelethereyeswonderaround

theroom.Amaninuniform passedbyholding

flowersandshesmiledalone.Theywereusedto

seeingMrsTaylor'shusbandpopintosurprisehis

wifeandsometimestheirteenagedaughterwould

passby.Shehopedshewouldgrowtoexperience

suchlove.Oneday.

Sheletoutasighasherphonebeepedandasmile

wasonherfaceasshereadthemessage.Lunch

wouldabsolutelydowiththishandsomefineyoung

man.

Sherespondedbeforeplacingherphonedown.She

shouldprobablygetbacktowork.Enoughday

dreaming,thiswasthetypeofworkthatpaidher

billsandwaskeepingherdadinthehospital.

Speakingofherdad,hermotherhadmentioned

somethingaboutgoingtocheckuponhim.Shesaid

shewoulddoitintheeveningafterherworkoutsat



thegym.

Atthemall

Neelolookedatthebabyclothesandfiguredthat

shewon'tvespendingRhysand'smoneyonherself

butontheirbundleofjoy.

Neelo:Babyboyifyourfathercomplainsaboutthe

bankbalancethenit'sallonyou.Takethe

blame..(throughgrittedteeth)

Shepickedthebasketandshestartedtopickthe

cutestbabyclothesshecouldlayhereyesonat

Ackermans.Shedidn'tknowanythingaboutbeinga

motherbutshewasgoingtolearn.Whenthebasket

washalffullshejoinedthelinetopayfortheclothes.

NextstopwouldbeGame.Whyshepasstherefirst

wasthequestionsheaskedherself.

Twominuteslatershewalkedoutoftheshopand



headedtotheparkinglotwiththeplasticsandshe

putthem inthebackseat.Shewalkedtothedriver's

sideandgotinsidethecar.Shelookedatherphone

waitingforRhysandtosaysheoverspenthismoney

andallthatbeforeshetellshim itwasforthebaby.

Therewasnomessagereportingsoshestartedthe

carandreversed.

Meanwhileinthejeweller’sshop,Rhysandsawthe

banknotificationandchuckled.Heneverreallytook

heroutforshoppingoranythinglikethatand

besideswhoisgoingtospendonhiswomanifhe

doesn't.

Thejewellercamebackwithadifferentsetand

Rhysandlookedatit.Hewantedsomethingthat

screamedNeeloineverywaypossible.

Rhys:Letmesee..

Beingsomewhatabexpertatspottingdiamondshe



lookedatthesetpresentedtohim.Hestillcouldn't

findanything.Hesighedandgavetheladyan

exasperatedlook.Shouldhecheckotherstoresor

custom orderone?

Her:Stillnothingsir?

Rhys:Nothing..

Her:CanIseethelady?

Rhys:Sure...

Hetookouthisphoneandshowedherthelocksreen.

Her:Isee.Theseonesarespecialbecausethelady

whosoldafewofthem saidtheyhavebeeninher

familyforyearsandtheyarequitepricey.

Rhys:CanIhavealook?

Her:Ofcourse.Ithinkonethatwouldsuithercould

beamongthejewellery.DidIalsoaddthefactthat

theyarerareandhavespecialmeanings?

Rhys:Ididn'tquitehearthatpart.



TheladysmiledandwalkedtothebackasRhysand

waitedforher.Hedidn'tknowthiscouldbeso

stressful.

AtBobonong

AtMaRhysand'shouse

Shesmiledasshedrankhersteaminghotteain

peace.Whowouldn'tbehappywhenyouhavetwo

grandbabiesonthewayandthewonderfulwomen

hersonsendedupwith?Shewasonehappyoldlady

andknowingheroldestlovedtillhislungsgaveout,

everythingwouldgosmoothly.Shewashopingthat

tomorrow’snegotiationswithNeelo'sparentswould

beawalkinthepark.Rhysandhasneverbeenthis

fasttomarryandwithhislastfailedrelationshiphe

hadwaitedfortenmonthsbeforehesawtheneed

towanttomakeRubyhiswife.Thatdidn'tturnout

wellbutmaybeitwasablessingindisguise.



Outsidetheyard,thetruckstoppedandthedriver

lookedatthehouse.Itwasdifferentfrom thelast

timehehadseenit.Muchmorebiggerandimproved

butstillthesameplot.Hesteppedoutofthecarin

hisbootsandfadedjeansasheopenedthe

passengerdoor.Hedidn'tthinkshewouldsayno

wouldshe?

Heopenedthegateandwalkedtothedoor.He

lookedbehindhim andwassatisfiedbeforehe

knockedonthedoor.Hewaitedanxiouslyforthe

doortobeopened.

Aminutelaterthedooropenedandthepersonwho

openedthedoorstoodtheirinunexpectedshock.

.

.

.

*

*
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AtMaRhysand'shouse

Aminutepassedandshelookedatthepersonwho

wasstandingtherebythedoor.Shewasaboutto

speakwhenalittlegirlcaughtherattentionandthat

momentherheartsank.Knowinghewasthereason

shedidn'tgettoholdherbabygirlinherarmsyears

ago.Wordsfailedher.Sheknewtheywerenever

formallydivorced,justestranged.

Shefinallyclearedherthroatandlookedathim.He

didn'thavepoweroverherevenifit'sbeenyears,

shewasstrongerthansuccumbingtohisabuse

eventhoughhegaveherhandsomesons.

MaRhys:HowcanIhelpyou..



McKnight:Hello..

MaRhys:HowcanIhelpyou?

Hesighed.

McKnight:Hello.It'sbeenyearssinceIhaveseenyou.

Shewasabouttoclosethedoorinhisfacebuthe

pusheditback.

McKnight:Ijustwanttotalk.

MaRhys:Thereisnothingtotalkabout.Gobackto

whereyouarefrom.IfyoutryanythingIam

screaming.

Hesuckedinadeepbreathandlookedathis

estrangedwifeandthemotherofhistwosons.She

lookedgoodtoo.

McKnight:IknowIam notyourfavouritepersoneven

afteralltheseyearsbutIneedyourhelp.

Sheshookherhead.Hewasnothingbutaliar,cheat

andabusivemanwhocouldlosehistemperany

minutefrom nowandstartthrowingthingsaround.



MaRhys:Pleaseleavemyhouse.

McKnight:Alis-

MaRhys:Pleaseleave!!Now!!

Thelittlegirlwhowasbehindhim lookedatthe

angrywoman.Shelookedatherfatherwhowas

lookingattheangrywoman.

McKnight:IwantedLebopotostayforafewhours,

thereareafewthingsIhavetotakecareofatthe

policestation.

MaRhys:Idon'tcare.Leave!

Hesighedandturnedaround.ThatwasLebopo's

cuetofaceforwardandstartwalking.MaRhys

watchedthem walkandshelookedatthelittlegirl.

Thatwashersonslittlesisterandeventhouallof

therehateMcKnightthelittlegirlwasinnocent.

MaRhys:Stop!

Hestoppedinhistrackstofaceher.



MaRhys:I'llstaywithher.Onlyforafewhours.

HecalledLebopowhowalkedbacktothedoor.He

didn'tknowhowtobeaffectionateandallthat.

McKnight:Thanky-

MaRhys:I'm doingthisforher.

Shelookedatthelittlegirl.Shewassocute.

McKnight:Lebopothiskindladywilltakecareofyou.

I'llbebacklater.

HesaidtoLebopowhonoddedherlittlehead.She

didn'tunderstandwhyhermotherwasn'thereand

whySamewasn'there.Whydidn'ttheybothwakeup

andwhatthosepeopleweredoingintheirhouse.

McKnight:Thankyousomuch.

HesaidtoMaRhysandhewalkedaway.MaRhys

lookedatthelittlegirl.Shehadconfusionetchedon

herlittleface.



MaRhys:HelloLebopo..comein..

Sheopenedthedoorwiderforherandshewalkedin.

ShelookedatLebopooveragainandindeedhewas

McKnight’sdaughter.Hehadhisears.Shecouldn't

helpwonderhowthedaughterhekilledwhowasstill

inherwombwould'velookedlike.Sheshookher

head.Lebopowasstillinherpyjamasandshekept

askingherselfwhathappened.

MaRhys:Doyouwanttoeat?

SheaskedsweetlyandLebopocuriouslylookedat

thewomanshewastoldtostaywith.

MaRhys:HiI'm Ally..

Lebopohesitatedbutshefiguredthattheladydidn't

knowhername.

Lebopo:I'm Lebopo.

MaRhys:NicetomeetyouLebopo.WhatshouldI

makeyouLebopo?



TheladyaskedwithabigsmileandLebopo

loosenedup.

MaRhys:Followmesoyoucanshowmethen.

Atthemall

Neelolookedattrolleyandshewasn'tsureifshe

shouldreturnsomeoftheitemstherebuttherewere

alotofcutestuffthatsheboughtfortheirbaby.

Mentallyshespentalotofmoneyalreadyandwas

scaredshewasgoingtoleaveadentinhisbank

account.Shedidn'twanthim tothinkofherasthose

girlswhospendmoneyunnecessarily.Shedidn't

wanttoreturnanythingespeciallythecutepram that

caughtherattention.Shewaspushingittoo

alongsidethetrolley.Itwastheonlyoneandbythe

aislesshehadtostopherselfforpickingthebaby

carseattoo.Thatwouldbetoomuch.



Shefinallypaidandherjawdroppedasshelooledat

thebalance.

Neelo:Uh-uhm lesuremam?

Cashier:thatisthebalancemam..

Neelolookedatherpurchasesandshedidn'twant

toreturnanythingthough.Rhysandwasgoingtoflip.

Shetookouthiscardandhandedittothecashier.

Neeloenteredthepinandlookedbackatthelady.

Theladyhandedherthecardandstartedtoprintout

thereceipt.

Neelostillcouldn'tbelievethatshespentthismuch

onbabystuffatGame.Shecroseedherfinger

hopingherbabydaddywasnotgoingtoflip.

AtthejewelleryshopRhysandpickedtheperfect

one.Finally!!

Hewasalreadytiredandwasonthevergeofgiving

up.Hisphonebeepedandhesliditouttocheckout

themessage.Heblinkedacoupleoftimes.Babygirl



wasononeseriousshoppingspree.Heputthe

phonebackandhelookedatthejeweller.

Rhys:I'lltakeit.

Her:Letmewrapitupforyou.

Rhys:Thankyouandcanyoualsoaddthatsetwe

sawearlier.Thepurediamononethathadaheart

necklace,alocket,matchingearringsandthe

bracelet.

Her:Yessir.Iwillalsodrawupthebillinafew

minutes.

Rhys:Ofcourse.

ShedisappearedtothebackandhedialedNeelo's

number.Sheansweredafterwhatseemedlike

eternity.

Neelo:Hi.Uhm Iam reallysorryaboutthemoneyI

spent.IswearIam notagolddiggerandIam not

withyo-

Rhys:Sweetheartwhoa!Breatheinandout.



Therewassilenceforafewsecondsbeforeshe

startedtalking.

Neelo:Ididn'tmeantooverspend,itjusthappened

andIcanreturnotherit-

Rhys:Marshmallowit'sokay.Breath.Youdeserveto

spendalittle.

Neelobrowsfurrowedinconfusion.Alittle?She

spentalotandhejustsaidalittle.

Rhys:Areyoustillintown?

Neelo:Eerra.

Rhys:CanwemeetbyNandosyohaGalo?

Neelo:Sure.I'm onmyway.

Rhys:Iloveyousweetheart.

Neelo:Iloveyoumore.Bye.

ShehungupandbreathedinandoutwhileRhysand

washandedthegiftbagthathadallpurchased

items.Thejewellerhandedhim thereceiptaswell.

Hetookouthiscardandshewalkedbehindthe



computer.

MinuteslaterRhyswalkedoutofthestoreahappy

man.Heopenedthegiftbagandtookoutthering.

Thatwasgoingtobeinhispocketfornowandshe

shouldn'tfindoutinthemeantime.

AtGaloMall

NeeloparkedRhysand'scarandshetookadeep

breath.Shedidn'twanttoleavethecar.Whatifthey

stealthepram attheback.Allthatmoneyspent

wouldhavebeenfornothing.

Shesteppedoutofthecarandshedialledhis

number.Hepickeduponthefirstring.

Neelo:I'm attheparkinglotbabe.I'llwaitforyou.

Shehungupandlookedatthepram attheback.It

wassocute.



MeanwhileRubyparkedhercarandsteppedout

minuteslater.Shewalkedinbetweenthecarsand

sawNeelowhowasbyRhysand'scar.Sheaverted

hereyessoshecanpretendshedidn'tseeher.She

waschoosingherpeace.Whenshehadpassed

Neeloshebreathedasignofreliefandstarted

walkingtowardsthefastfoodstoreforlunchwith

AdvocatePeter.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthemall

Rhysandmadehiswaytotheparkinglotand

spottedherbythecar.Heryellowthighsouttoplay

inthedresssheleftthehousein.Herangherupand

watchedheranswerasshecoveredherfacefrom

thescorchingsummersunofthesemiaridcountry.

Rhys:Hellobaby..

Neelo:Hello..Iam waiting.Areyounear?

Rhys:Facetheotherdirection.

Sheturnedandsmiledholdingthephonecloseto

herear.



Neelo:Icanseeyou.Whatisinthatbag?

Rhys:OratadiloNeelo.

Shegiggledandhungupasherbabydaddystopped

infrontofher.Rhysusedhisfreehandtopullherto

him.

Rhys:Heysweetheart.

Neelo:Hello..

Rhys:Whyareyououtsidethecar?Lateronyou'llbe

sayingyouarehot...

Neelo:IthoughtofmeetingyouhaNandosbutwhat

iftheystealthepram.

Rhysandgaveheraconfusedlook.Waitwhat?

Neeloremovedhishandasshelookedattheback.

Neelo:Iboughtapram.Itwastheonlyonemylove.

Isn'titcute?BonaRhys..

Shepromptedhim andhelookedattheback.Itwas

allcoveredinplastic.



Neelo:BathongNatewillhaveacutepram..

Rhys:Natekemang?

Sheshrugged.

Neelo:Ourbaby.FocusRhysand.Focus!

Rhys:Ididn'tknowwenamedhim already...

Neelo:Wellwedidright?It'sacutenameifIsayso

myself.ComeseewhatIboughtforhim.

Rhysandcaughtaglimpseofthehugesmileonher

face.Theenthusiasm shehadassheshowedhim

whatshebought.Shedidn'tspendasinglethebeon

herselfbutratheron“Nate".Theywilldiscussthe

namelateraftersheisdownfrom herhigh.

Neelo:Babyoreeditse?(babyareyoulistening)

[lightlyslappinghischeek]

Rhys:Eemma...

Neelo:Weneedababycotandallthat.Wewillkeep

thestuffsafe.



Hesmiled.Shewasgenuinelyhappyandexcited.All

ofthebabystuffbuyinghadn'thithim butNeelo

beingherhadthoughtofitanddecidedtobuy.

Rhys:Let'sgogetfood.

Neelo:Whatiftheystealthepram Rhys?Yougo.I'll

stayinthecar.

Rhys:I'm notgoingalonelittlemiss.Theywon'tsteal

it.

Neelo:Howsureareyou?

Rhys:hundredpercentsure.

Neelo:Iftheyste-

Rhys:Theywon't.Youneedtoeatbaby.Didyoueat?

Neelo:LastatewhenIleftthehouse.

Rhys:Letmeputthisinthecarandwegoget

somethingtoeat.

Shelookedatthegiftbagheputattheback.Ontop



ofthethingsshebought.

AtNandos

Rubyswirledtheicecubesinherdesignerdrinkas

shelaughedatajokePetersaid.

Peter:Youhaveabeautifulsmile.

Ruby:Andyouaretookind.

Hebroughttheforktohislipsgazingather.Ruby

blushedunderhisintensegaze.Sheavertedher

eyessippingonherdrink.

Peter:Younevertoldmewhatyoudo...

Ruby:OhI'm aneditoratapublishingcompany.

Peter:Thatsoundsinteresting.

Ruby:Isit?AllIdoissitbythedeskandreadand

readandreadtillIcan'treadnomore.

Heletoutasoftchuckle.

Peter:Itisinteresting.Youreaddifferentthingsday



inanddayout.Yougettoseedifferenttakestothis

lifething.

Ruby:Sameasbeingalawyer.Youdealwithdifferent

peopleandcaseseveryday.

Peter:Yo-

Wordsdiedonhislipsashiseyesfocusedonthe

figurethatwasunmistakablyNeelo.Sheheldthe

arm onatattooedindividual.Heraisedhiseyesand

herecognisedtheface.Heblinkedacoupleoftimes

andRubyrealisedthatshedidn'thavehisattention.

Sheturnedinherseatandshefollowedhisgaze.

Shenoddedherheadindisappointmentwithabland

smileonherlips.Theuniverseneverlisteneddidit?

SheignoredNeeloforpeacesakeandnowNeelo

washerewithRhysand.Holdingontohim asifhe

wasthebestthingafterslicedbread.Petercleared

histhroatandRubyfacedhim.Thefoodsuddenly

lookedunappetizing.



Ruby:Youknowthem?

Peter:Iwasfollowingthatguy'scaseincourt..

Rubynodded.Onlynaturalforhim toknowRhysand.

Hewasafterallacriminalwhiwaswalkingaround

asifhedidn'tdocrimeforaliving.Sherubbedher

neck.Neelochosethatguy?Theguywhocouldbe

lockedawayanytime?Whatashame.

Peter:WhatisitRu?

Ruby:I-(suckinginadeepbreath)Canweleave?

Peter:Sure..

Sincehehadalreadypaid,theystoodupandhe

walkedbehindRubywithhishandonherback.He

glancedbacktoseeNeelocomfortablylaughing

withRhysandastheywereonlinewaitingtoorder.

Hekepthiscoolandplasteredasmileonhisfaceas

theywalkedout.



Rubydidn'tknowforhowlongshewasgoingtofeel

likethis.Knowingthatheissohappybecauseheis

expectingorishewithherforthesakeofthebaby?

Peter:Whathappeneddownthere?

Ruby:Itwassuffocating.Ineededtobreath.

Peter:Areyousurethat'sall?

Heaskedasheliftedherchinandlookedintoher

eyeswhichlookedgoldenwhenthesunhitthem.

Shepartedherlipssoftlyandhertonguedartedout

tomoistenherlips.

Ruby:Yeah(softly)

Peter:SureRu?

Shenoddedashishandscuppedherheartshaped

face.Hesmiledrevealinghiscaninesandthatcute

dimple.

Peter:Okay.



Heletgoofherandheldherhandastheywalkedto

theparkinglot.

AtMaRhysand'shouse

Leboposatdownasshewatchedcartoonsonthe

bigscreentv.MaRhyswatchedLebopo.Shewas

suchaneasychildandshedidn'teventhrowa

tantrum oranythingofthatsort.

Adoorknockwasthesourceofinterruptionandshe

wenttoopenit.Therehewas.Again.Shehadforgot

thatshewaslookingafterhischild.

MaRhys:Youcancomein.

Shesaidandopenedthedoorwiderforhim towalk

inside.

.

.
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Atthemall

Rhysandmadehiswaytotheparkinglotand

spottedherbythecar.Heryellowthighsouttoplay

inthedresssheleftthehousein.Herangherupand

watchedheranswerasshecoveredherfacefrom

thescorchingsummersunofthesemiaridcountry.

Rhys:Hellobaby..

Neelo:Hello..Iam waiting.Areyounear?

Rhys:Facetheotherdirection.

Sheturnedandsmiledholdingthephonecloseto

herear.



Neelo:Icanseeyou.Whatisinthatbag?

Rhys:OratadiloNeelo.

Shegiggledandhungupasherbabydaddystopped

infrontofher.Rhysusedhisfreehandtopullherto

him.

Rhys:Heysweetheart.

Neelo:Hello..

Rhys:Whyareyououtsidethecar?Lateronyou'llbe

sayingyouarehot...

Neelo:IthoughtofmeetingyouhaNandosbutwhat

iftheystealthepram.

Rhysandgaveheraconfusedlook.Waitwhat?

Neeloremovedhishandasshelookedattheback.

Neelo:Iboughtapram.Itwastheonlyonemylove.

Isn'titcute?BonaRhys..

Shepromptedhim andhelookedattheback.Itwas

allcoveredinplastic.



Neelo:BathongNatewillhaveacutepram..

Rhys:Natekemang?

Sheshrugged.

Neelo:Ourbaby.FocusRhysand.Focus!

Rhys:Ididn'tknowwenamedhim already...

Neelo:Wellwedidright?It'sacutenameifIsayso

myself.ComeseewhatIboughtforhim.

Rhysandcaughtaglimpseofthehugesmileonher

face.Theenthusiasm shehadassheshowedhim

whatshebought.Shedidn'tspendasinglethebeon

herselfbutratheron“Nate".Theywilldiscussthe

namelateraftersheisdownfrom herhigh.

Neelo:Babyoreeditse?(babyareyoulistening)

[lightlyslappinghischeek]

Rhys:Eemma...

Neelo:Weneedababycotandallthat.Wewillkeep

thestuffsafe.



Hesmiled.Shewasgenuinelyhappyandexcited.All

ofthebabystuffbuyinghadn'thithim butNeelo

beingherhadthoughtofitanddecidedtobuy.

Rhys:Let'sgogetfood.

Neelo:Whatiftheystealthepram Rhys?Yougo.I'll

stayinthecar.

Rhys:I'm notgoingalonelittlemiss.Theywon'tsteal

it.

Neelo:Howsureareyou?

Rhys:hundredpercentsure.

Neelo:Iftheyste-

Rhys:Theywon't.Youneedtoeatbaby.Didyoueat?

Neelo:LastatewhenIleftthehouse.

Rhys:Letmeputthisinthecarandwegoget

somethingtoeat.

Shelookedatthegiftbagheputattheback.Ontop



ofthethingsshebought.

AtNandos

Rubyswirledtheicecubesinherdesignerdrinkas

shelaughedatajokePetersaid.

Peter:Youhaveabeautifulsmile.

Ruby:Andyouaretookind.

Hebroughttheforktohislipsgazingather.Ruby

blushedunderhisintensegaze.Sheavertedher

eyessippingonherdrink.

Peter:Younevertoldmewhatyoudo...

Ruby:OhI'm aneditoratapublishingcompany.

Peter:Thatsoundsinteresting.

Ruby:Isit?AllIdoissitbythedeskandreadand

readandreadtillIcan'treadnomore.

Heletoutasoftchuckle.

Peter:Itisinteresting.Youreaddifferentthingsday



inanddayout.Yougettoseedifferenttakestothis

lifething.

Ruby:Sameasbeingalawyer.Youdealwithdifferent

peopleandcaseseveryday.

Peter:Yo-

Wordsdiedonhislipsashiseyesfocusedonthe

figurethatwasunmistakablyNeelo.Sheheldthe

arm onatattooedindividual.Heraisedhiseyesand

herecognisedtheface.Heblinkedacoupleoftimes

andRubyrealisedthatshedidn'thavehisattention.

Sheturnedinherseatandshefollowedhisgaze.

Shenoddedherheadindisappointmentwithabland

smileonherlips.Theuniverseneverlisteneddidit?

SheignoredNeeloforpeacesakeandnowNeelo

washerewithRhysand.Holdingontohim asifhe

wasthebestthingafterslicedbread.Petercleared

histhroatandRubyfacedhim.Thefoodsuddenly

lookedunappetizing.



Ruby:Youknowthem?

Peter:Iwasfollowingthatguy'scaseincourt..

Rubynodded.Onlynaturalforhim toknowRhysand.

Hewasafterallacriminalwhiwaswalkingaround

asifhedidn'tdocrimeforaliving.Sherubbedher

neck.Neelochosethatguy?Theguywhocouldbe

lockedawayanytime?Whatashame.

Peter:WhatisitRu?

Ruby:I-(suckinginadeepbreath)Canweleave?

Peter:Sure..

Sincehehadalreadypaid,theystoodupandhe

walkedbehindRubywithhishandonherback.He

glancedbacktoseeNeelocomfortablylaughing

withRhysandastheywereonlinewaitingtoorder.

Hekepthiscoolandplasteredasmileonhisfaceas

theywalkedout.



Rubydidn'tknowforhowlongshewasgoingtofeel

likethis.Knowingthatheissohappybecauseheis

expectingorishewithherforthesakeofthebaby?

Peter:Whathappeneddownthere?

Ruby:Itwassuffocating.Ineededtobreath.

Peter:Areyousurethat'sall?

Heaskedasheliftedherchinandlookedintoher

eyeswhichlookedgoldenwhenthesunhitthem.

Shepartedherlipssoftlyandhertonguedartedout

tomoistenherlips.

Ruby:Yeah(softly)

Peter:SureRu?

Shenoddedashishandscuppedherheartshaped

face.Hesmiledrevealinghiscaninesandthatcute

dimple.

Peter:Okay.



Heletgoofherandheldherhandastheywalkedto

theparkinglot.

AtMaRhysand'shouse

Leboposatdownasshewatchedcartoonsonthe

bigscreentv.MaRhyswatchedLebopo.Shewas

suchaneasychildandshedidn'teventhrowa

tantrum oranythingofthatsort.

Adoorknockwasthesourceofinterruptionandshe

wenttoopenit.Therehewas.Again.Shehadforgot

thatshewaslookingafterhischild.

MaRhys:Youcancomein.

Shesaidandopenedthedoorwiderforhim towalk

inside.
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AtMaRhysand'shouse

McKnightwalkedinsideandLebopowas

comfortableasshewatchedcartoons.Shelookedat

herfatherwhojustwalkedin.Shewonderedwhyhe

wasnotwithhermotherandSame.

McKnight:Thankyou...

MaRhyswalkedtothekitchenandhefollowedher.

Thehousewasdifferentandmuchbiggerthanthe

lasttimehewashere.Herememberedthathisown

sontriedtokillhim.Ifitwasn'tforhiswifehe

would'vedied.

MaRhys:What'sgoingon?

McKnight:It'salongstory.LetmetakeLebopoand



wego..HowisRhysandandAlex?

Shechuckled.

MaRhys:Theystillhateyou.AtsomepointIthought

youwouldbeamanandreachouttoapologiseas

theyearswentby.Guessbeinganabuseristheonly

thingyouknewhowtobegoodat.

Helookeddown.

MaRhys:Theyaregrownmenwhohavefamilies..

McKnightlookedathiswife.Theyneverreally

divorcedandhissonshadfamilies.Hispridedidn't

lethim ownuptohismistakesalltheseyears.

MaRhys:Youcango.Idon'tevenwanttoknowwhat

happened.It'smostprobablyyourfaultandIam

sureyouneverchanged.Notatall.Takeyour

daughterandgo.



Hewantedtospeakbuthesawitfittokeephis

mouthshut.Henoddedandwalkedoutofthe

kitchen.

McKnight:Lebopolet'sgo.

Lebopo:Okay.

ShegotoffthecouchandlookedforAlly.MaRhys

walkedoutofthekitchenandwavedatlittleLebopo.

MaRhys:Byebyesweetie...

Lebopo:Byebye(smiling)

Theywalkedoutandshesuckedinadeepbreath.

Hersonsweregoingtoflipiftheyknewthattheir

fatherhadbeenhere.Shelookedaroundandheaded

tothekitchen.

McKnightlookedatLebopowhosatontheseat.He

buckledupthesixyearoldandhesighed.Basically

hewasallshehadeventhoughshehadbrothersbut



theyhatedhim.Helookedbackathisactionsand

shookhishead.Heshouldn'tevebthinkaboutit.

McKnight:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Lebopo:WhereismamaandSame?

Sheaskedandhestartedthecar.Howwashegoing

toanswerthesixyearold?

McKnight:I'lltellyouathome.

Heglancedatthehouseonemoretimebeforehe

droveaway.

AtNandos

NeeloandRhysandsatdownwaitingfortheirorder.

Neelostaredathim ashepressedhisphone.He

liftedhiseyestofindherstaring.Unashamed.



Rhys:Whatisit?

Neelo:You'rebeautiful.

Hefurrowedhiseyebrowsandshesighedwistfully.

Neelo:Legalecontinuetextingonyourphone..

Rhys:O-kay...

Hesenthisbrothermessagesandheplacedthe

phonedown.Neelolookedathernailsthenbackat

him.Sheplacedherchinonherhandsandkept

lookingathim asifhewassomepieceofarton

display.

Rhys:Youaregettingweird..

Neelo:I'm highlysuspiciousthateveryonewhosees

youwantsyou...

Rhys:Buttheycan'thaveme..

Neelo:Mhmm...totaatthispointmogowenagake

batle..

Rhysandraisedhiseyebrow.Shewassoseriousand

hedidn'tknowifheshouldblamethehormones.He



didhisresearchonpregnancyandmosttimes

women'sbrainstendtobeaffectedbythe

rampaginghormonesintheirbody.

Rhys:Gaobatleeng?

Neelo:Nothing.Howfararetheywithorder?Salere

eme..

Rhys:It'sonlybeenminutesmarshmallow..

Neelo:Kehungrynna...

Hechuckledandpinchedhercheeks.Shewas

gainingweight.Healthyweight..

Neelo:I'm goingtodie...

Rhys:youarebeingoverlydramatic.

Neelo:Nateishungrylennakaswa...

Helaughedandremovedherhandasshesmiled.

Shedidn'tknowshecouldbethishappy.Thiswas

happinesspersonified.Onemanmadeherfeel

butterflies,madeherforgetherpastheartbreaksand

shewasfloatingwhenevershewasaroundhim.If



thatwasn'tloveshedidn'tknow.Nothingwasforced

betweenthem andeverythingwassmoothsailing.

Shegrinnedashepinchedhercheeksagain.

AtT&M Publications

Rubywasabsentmindedasshestaredather

computerscreen.Shedidn'tevenseeherbosswho

wasinfrontofherasshesnappedherfingers.

Sapphire:Hello!!Earthbacktoyoumam!!

Rubyjumpedabitasshesnappedoutofit.

Ruby:SorryMrsTaylorI-uh...

Sapphire:Areyoualright?Iseverythingokay?Ihave

beencallingyournameforoveraminute.

Ruby:I’m ok-okay..(sighing)

Sapphire:Youlooklikeyouhavealotonyourmind..

Ruby:I'llbefineMrsTaylor..



Sapphirechuckled.

Sapphire:Youcan'tpretendyou'reokaywhenyou're

not.Youcan'tworkwhenyou'relikethat.Wecantalk

inmyoffice..

Ruby:Eemma...

SapphirewalkedtotheelevatorandRubypushed

herseatback.Shelookedattheblankcomputer

screen.Didseeingthem togetherreallysetheroff

likethis?

Rubyfollowedsuitandinsecondsshewasinthe

elevatorwithherboss.Theelevatorstoppedand

theybothwalkedtoheroffice.

AssoonasSapphireopenedthedoor,theview

caughtherattentionaswellastheflowersshesaw

herhusbandbringthismorning.

Sapphire:Closethedoorandsitdown.

RubydidasshewastoldasSapphiresatontooof

herdesk.



Sapphire:Osureosharpo?

Rubybitdownhertongue.

Ruby:Doyoubelieveinlove?

Sapphiresmiled.Shedidalright.Withherwhole

entirebeing.Lovewasbeautifulanditwaseven

morebeautifulifyoushareditwithapersonwho

feelsthesame.

Sapphire:Ishouldbeaskingthe

questions(chuckling)butIdo..

Ruby:IknowatsomepointImessedup,Iblewitall..

Sapphire:Okay.Iam listening.

Ruby:Ilovehim.Istilldo,Ijustmessedupandhe

couldn'tforgiveme.Heloveshardandheputhisall

inourrelationship...Fourmonthsafterbreakingup

heshowsupwithanewpregnantgirlfriend.Thegirl

isinnocent,butsheisfourmonthspregnantandwe

brokeupfourmonthsago(holdingbacktears)Ididn't

realiseIlovedhim thatmuchafterdoingwhatIwas

supposedtodo..ItwastoolatebutIwantedtotry..

Sapphire:Rubydoyoubelieveinthetheoryoftrue



lovebuttoolate?Yourealisedattheendthatyou

lovedhim whilehelovedyouallthiswhile.

Ruby:AndIwasoutonadateearlier.Isawhim with

hisnewgirlfriendanditstungthathewaswithher,I

knowit'smyfaultthatheleftmeb-butwhydidI

havetobreakwhatIlovesomuch?Iam sostupid,

sosostupid!!

Sapphire:Youarenot.Listentome,weallmake

mistakesinthislife.Youneedtoletgooftheanger

andselfblame.AndIsawyourpostonFacebook.

Beingbitteraboutitwon’tmakeitallbetter.Ruby

forgiveyourselfforwhatyoudidandyouknowwhat

youshoulddo?Don'tletthem seehowdeeply

affectedyouare.Yousaidyouwereonadatewith

someone?

Rubyletoutalittlesmile.

Ruby:Helookslikeanygirl'swildestdream.Wemet

atgym whichIstartedrecently.

Sapphire:Lookatthatsmile.Rubythethingwithus

womeniswehavetheabilitytomove.Doesyourex



careaboutyourightnow?

Ruby:Funnything,heoncetoldmetoforgivemyself

forhurtinghim andmoveon.

Sapphire:HewasrightRuby.Movesis.Deletehis

socialmediaandfocusononehellofaglowup.Go

out,party...meetnewpeople.Indulgeinyourself,

readbooks,findanewhobbyloveandyouwillsee

thatyouwerejuststuckinoneplace.Iknow

someonewhofoundithardtomoveonfrom the

loveofhislifewheneverybodymovedon.He

punishedeveryoneforthatandherealisedtoolate.

Don'tbelikethatokay?

Rubywipedhertears.

Ruby:Okay.Thiswashelpful.

Sapphire:Ausiwemoveautwe.Yourexprobably

doesn'thateyou,hemovedonandthereisnotime

frameformovingon.Me?Tomoveon?Ithappened

inaweekandcrazythingisImettheloveofmylife

daysaftersomewhiteboyplayedme(rollingher

eyes)Sodon'tsaystuffthathemovedontooquickly.



Takeasmuchasyouneedbutinthemeantimelive

yourbestlife.Seektherapyifnecessaryautwe?

Ruby:Eemma...

Sheletoutashakylaugh.Whowould'vethoughtshe

wouldbetalkingtoherbosslikethis..

Sapphire:Sosis?Pickthecrownyoudroppedand

moveonwithdignityandgrace

Ruby:Yesmam(laughing)

AtPeter'soffice

HetriedtowraphisheadaroundthefactthatNeelo

waswithRhysand.RhysandfuckingMcKnight!!The

manonhismostwantedlist.

Neelowastooinnocentandgullible.Sheprobably

didn'tknowwhatthemanwascapableof.Ifshe

knew,shewouldrunforthehillsandneverlookback.

HealsonoticedthatRubywassouncomfortable



afterseeingNeeloandRhysandtogether.Hewanted

topuke.

Thatcriminalwoulddoyearsinjailifhehadhisway

andNeelowouldberidofhim.Apartofhim hoped

shewouldlosehisbabywhenthathappensso

nothingtieshertohim.Heneededtogettowork

fast.Dowhathecantogetinformationalongwith

DetectiveMoilwe.Hewasmoredeterminedthan

evertoputRhysbehindbars.

.

.

.

*

*

*

AFEW DAYSLATER
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AtRhysand'shouse

Neeloplacedherfeetdownasshetalkedtoher

fatherwhoseemedratherhappy.Shedidn'tknow

whatwasthereasonforhisjovialmoodtoday.

Neelo:Papawhyareyouhappy?

RaN:Can'tamanjustbehappy?

Neelo:Youcanbutyouaretoohappy.

RaN:ShouldIbemiserableNene?

Neelo:Ididn'tsaythat.Imightcomebacknextweek.

Howismama?

RaN:Yourmotherisbeing(sigh)yourmother.



Neeloknewwhatthatmeantandshewentontoask

herfatherifhecheckedthefarm.

RaN:Iwillcheckitout..

Neelo:Papa!

RaN:NeneIwillcheck.

Neelo:Youhavebeensayingthatthispastweek.

RaN:an-

Neelo:Papaholdforabit.Thereisanothercall

comingthrough.

Sheansweredtheothercall.

Neelo:NeeloJoneshello...

Caller:HelloMsJones.ThisistheHRdepartment

from theMagistratesHighCourt.

Neelo:Eemma..

Caller:Wearepleasedtoinform youthatyouhave

beenhiredforthejobofferofthecourt'sarchivist.



Neelotookamomenttobreakdownthecaller's

words.Shegotthejob?

Caller:Hello?MsJonesareyoustillthere?

Neelo:Uhm-yes.

Caller:Youwillneedtoreportforworkfirstthing

Mondaymorning.

Neelo:Yesma'am.

Caller:Congratulationsandhaveagreatweekend.

Neelo:Thankyou.Haveagreatday.

Aftershesaidthatthecalldisconnected.Sheplaced

hetphoneagainsttheswellofherbreasts.Shegot

thejob?Shereallygotthejob?Ifitwasn'tGodshe

didn'tknow.

Minutespassedandsherememberedshehad

askedherfathertohold.Shequicklyputhim on

loudspeaker.

Neelo:Papa..Iam here..

RaN:Iwasalreadygivingup.



Neelo:AndapparentlyIhavedrama..Papaguess

what?

RaN:Idon'tdoguessingNeelo.Kemogolo(Iam an

elder)

Neelorolledhereyes.

Neelo:Igotthejobdad.Igotthejob!!!

RaN:Iknewthatwouldhappen.

Neelo:Iwasn'tsureaboutthat.

RaNeelocheckedthetimeandtalkedtohis

daughterforafewminutesbeforehesaidhis

goodbyestoher.

Neelosmiledaloneandlookeduptocheckthetime.

Rhysandwasatworkandshehadnothingtodo.She

gotherjobandshepaused.Sheshouldgoback

hometogetherclothesandsomeofherstuff.



Thisweekhasbeenokay.LivingwithRhyswasn't

halfasbadassheexpecteditto.Shefinallymethis

brotherandhisbrother'sgirlfriend.Turnedoutshe

hadmetWapelobefore.Thattimeshegaveheralift.

Shetalkedtoomuchbutoverallwasagoodperson.

Theyhadsaidtheymightmeetforlunchthis

weekendbuttwopregnantwomenwhowerealways

tiredandnowtheymadeplans.Shedoubteditwas

evergoingtohappen.Maybeaftertheybothgive

birthbutnowphonecallsandtextswereokay.

AtNeelo'sparents

RaNeeloalongwithNeelo'suncleswereexpectantly

waitingforRhysand'sunclestoshowupfortheset

date.

Uncle:Ourchildisreallyeducatedkanashewentto

Mmadikolo.

RaN:Wewillbesuretotellthem that.

Uncle2:Ebilesheiscarryingtheirgranchild.They



havetopayup.Thedamagesandmagadiallatonce.

RaN:Don'tsetahighprice...

Uncle:Neneisthewholepackage.Wewillsetthe

amountfit.

TheyallchuckledasMaNcamewithsconesand

teawhiletheotherolderladieswerepreparingmore

inthekitchen.Itwasgoingtobeonelongday.One

shewasnothappywithtobeginwith.

Toletthem knowthattheMcKnightentouragehad

arrived,thenoisealertedthem.Theunclescracked

theirknuckles.Timeforthebusinessofthedayto

start.Theyweredeterminedtomakesurethey

representedtheirlittleniecereallywell.

AtT&M Publications

RubysentatexttoPeterlettinghim knowthatshe



won'tbeavailablefortonight’smoviedate.Itwas

cuteandall.Hewasbeingsoromanticlikethe

perfectmanfrom themoviesbitFridaynightswere

herown.Toreflectoneverythingthathasbeen

happeningthisweekandplanforthenext.Saturday

wouldbeagreatdaytogoout,walkinthepark.

Icecream inhandandjusttalkingaboutlifein

general.

Sheplacedherphonedownandgotbacktoediting

thelatestarticlesshereceivedthismorning.After

hertalkwithMrsTaylor,sheacceptedeverything

thathappenedandthatshecouldn'tchangethepast.

Atthepresentmomentshehadtheabilitytochange

herfutureandbecautiousofherreactionstocertain

situations.Itwasreallynecessary.

Ruby:Innerpeaceisallwearelookingforbaby.

Nothingbutinnerpeace.(murmuringunderher

breath)



AtRhysand'soffice

Rhysandreadthroughthedocumentshislawyerhad

drafted.Allhisassetswereunderhernameand

eventhissmallcompanywasunderhername.As

smallasitwas,itstartedasafronttodiaguisethe

moneyhergetsfrom theblooddiamondsbutnowit

mightactuallybeacompanythatcangrowlarge

scaleifhefocusedonimprovingit.Helookedout

theglasswindowandtheweatherwasassunnyas

itgets.Mightactuallygoaheadwithhisplanafterall

today.

Histelephonerangandheansweredimmediately.

Rhys:McKnightspeaking..

Therewasapassandbreathing.

Rhys:Hello...



Thecallerhungupandhestaredathistelephone

beforeplacingitdown.Hisshovedhishandsinhis

pocketsandcontinuedtostareoutfrom hisoffice

window,thesunhittinghisfacedirectlyandnot

missingthechancetomakehisbrowneyessparkle

inthesunlight.Ohhewassuchagorgeousviewon

hisown.Inthatsuittailoredjustforhim andtheshirt

thatrevealedalittlebitofhischest,smallenoughto

catchaglimpseoftheroughandhardphysique

underneath.TheohmightyRhysandwhohadno

ideathathellwasabouttomakehiswaytohim and

itwouldleaveascaldingburn.Andafewpermanent

scarshereandthere.Hewastroublealrightjustlike

Neelohadsaidwhenshefirstmethim butsheknew

nothingofwhatwastocome.

AtPeter'soffice

Theadvocatewhohadworkedtirelesslytofindnew

informationonRhysandMcKnightandmaybeget

hisgirlbackintheprocesswasonthevergeof



givingupwhentheohsoneededmiraclecamein

theform ofaphonecall.

Peter:AdvocateP.KMogorosispeaknghello..

Moilwe:Thecasehasbeenreopened.

Ohandwasn'tthatwonderful.Rubydidn'thavethe

informationheneededanywaysbutthiswasgetting

interesting.

Peter:Tellmemoredetective...

ThosecaninesandthedimplethatRubyravedabout

revealedthemselvesandwhathedidlooklikewasa

catwithCheshiresmile.

.

.

.

*
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AtRhysand'shouse

ThatlunchhourNeelowascertainlynotexpectingto

seeRhysand'scardriveintotheyard.Wasitnormal

forhim tobehomebylunchtimeonFridays?

Sheabsolutelyhadnoideaassheclosedthe

curtainsandpulledhercardigancloseregardlessof

thescorchingsummersunofBotswana.Inaminute

thedooropenedandshewaswaitingbythedoorfor

him.Asmilesoftenedhisfeaturesandheopened

hisarmsforher.Shewalkedstraightintohisarms

inhalingthecolognethatcouldbesaidtobe

Rhysand'ssignaturescent.



Neelo:Afternoon.Iwasn'tdonemakinglunch.

Rhys:It'sokay.Howwasyourday?

Hehuggedhertightandshesmiledagainsthis

chest.RhysbeingRhyspickedNeeloupandshelet

outasqueal.

Neelo:Ihavepotstlherra...

Rhys:Mykitchensuitsyou.

Neelo:Whatever.Igotthejob..

Helookedather.Shecouldstayhereeven.

Rhys:Didn'tItellyounottoworry?

Neelo:Youdid.

Rhys:Congratulationssweetheart.

Neelo:Iam reportingonMonday.

Rhys:I'lldropyouoffbeforeIgotowork.Worksjust

fine?

Neelo:Justfine.LetmedownsoIcanfinishcooking.

Rhys:Let'sgetoutoftown.Driveoutofthecity



sweetheart,awayfrom thecrowds.

Neelosliddownhislargeframe.Wasthata

suggestiontoaweekendgetaway?

Rhyssmiledaswouldapredatorreadyforhisprey.

Rhys:Exactlywhatyou'rethinkingof

sweetheart(rubbingherchin)

Hisphonerangandhesliditout.Heanswered

immediatelybeforeNeelocouldseethecallerID.He

kissedhercheekandwalkedawaytalkingonthe

phone.NeelowalkedtothekitchenwhileRhysand

stoodbythefrontdoorwithahandshoveddeepin

hispantspocket.

Rhys:Isee.Iwillsorteverythingoutbeforetheendof

theweek.Noonewillbeimplicatedintheprocess.

Thecallertalkedsomemoreandhelookedup

annoyed.Healwayshadeverythingundercontrol

andhewasn'tsuretheywerereadyforthe

bombshellhewasabouttodropinafewmonths

time.Hemovedhisheadtolookatthekitchen.He



didn'tknowhowhewasgoingtoteachhiswifewhat

hewantedhertoknowandifshewouldgoalong

withhisideathisweek.Neelomightbesweetbut

shehadawillofsteel,shewasn'teasilymanipulated

intoagreeingintoanything.

Rhys:Okay.

Hehungupandthoughtofcallinghisbrother,inall

theirdealingsifsomeonewastobearrestedit

wouldbehim.Hewasn'tjustgoingtolethisbrother

gotojail.HelivedhiswholelifeprotectingAlexand

hismother.Nowhehadawifetoprotectandbaby

Nate.Hestilldidn'tknowifNatewasthefullname

ortheshortenedversionofthename.Hecould

proudlysayhehadwife,itwasalldoneinBobonong.

Nowtheyhadafewunnecessaryceremoniesto

wrapupthewholemagadiprocessbutNeelowas

traditionallyhiswife.Hewassurehismotherwas

goingtocalllaterratherexcitedabouthernew

daughterin-law.Neelostilldidn'tknowbutshewas

boundtofindoutsoonerorlater.



Neelo:I'm almostdoneautwe?

Rhys:Eemma...

TwohourslaterNeelohadfreshenedupandwas

wearingawhitesummerdressthatmadeno

attempttohideherfreshthighs.Sheworethatlarge

sunhatshebroughtfrom homeandRhysandstood

thereinhistallnessinfadedLevi'sandablackt-shirt

thatclungtohismuscles.

Rhys:Readymylove?

Neelo:Soallofthesewillbeenough?

Rhyswatchedherassheaddedmoreitemsof

clothingtothejointsuitcase.

Rhys:It'saweekendaffairbaby...

Neelo:Okaubutyouwillneverknow.Wherearewe

going?

Rhys:Youwillsee.



Shetookhishandasheheldhers,pullingthe

suitcasewiththeotherhand.Shehadherphonein

handalongwithteofleeceblanketsandthatwasit.

Shelockedthedoorwhileheloadedthesuitcasein

thecar.Shewalkedtothecartojoinhim.Shesmiled

andbuckledup.

AtPeter'soffice

Hebittheendofthepen.Soapparentlysomeone

hadinformationonRhysand.Ladiesandgentlemen

hehasbeenwaitingforthismomentandithas

finallyarrived.Hedidn'thavetodoanythingandthe

statewouldhaveastrongcaseagainstMcKnight.

Obviouslyitwasgoingtobeunderwrapstill

everythingwasfinalisedsoastonotalertthat

criminalthattheywereontohim andhewouldgrow

oldwithinthewallsofaprisoncell.

Atthemall



ThetwowalkedwithatrolleyasNeelothrewin

snacksinside.MostlythesnacksthatNeelocraved

andhedidn'thaveasayinthat.

Neelo:Iam surethisisenough.

Rhys:Asyouwishmylove.

Theyjoinedthelineasthetwoconversed.Neelo

wastheonewhohadmoretosayastheymoved

forward.

Neelo:Wabonagoreitdoesn'tmakesense?

Rhys:Ee...

Neelo:ButbesidesthatIhavetosaveenoughmoney

andwithmyexperienceasanarchivistImightopen

abookstore.Notforgettingtoremindmydadto

checkthefarm.Iworkedhardtoimprovethatfarm.

Ninemonthsisnojoke.

Rhys:Iam surehewillwithoutyouremindinghim

everytwosecondsaboutit.



Neelo:PapakemogoloRhys.Heneedsapush

sometimestogetworkdone.It'snotasifIam

naggingoranything.

ShekeptquietasRhysandpaidfortheitemsand

theywalkedoutofthestore.Sheunlockedthedoor

andheplacedtheplasticsattheback.

AtTantabaneGameRanch

Anhourlater,thetwohadarrivedatthegameranch

andNeelowaspleasedtofindoutthatRhyshad

paidforcamping.Thiswasdefinitelygoingtobea

newexperienceforher.

Neelo:Wegettomakeafire?Abonfireofsomesort?

Rhys:Eemma.

Neelo:Ihaveneverdonethiswholecampingthing

really.

Rhys:Wewillseteverythinglaterbutnowlet'sgo



findsomethingtoeatandwewillbebacktosetup

ourtent.

Neelo:Noyou'resettingitup,I'llhelp.

Hechuckledandpulledhertohim astheystarted

walking.

AtRuby'shouse

Rubygotreadytogotothehospitalwithhermother.

Herfatherwasgettingwellandapparentlyitwas

type2diabetes.Sotheyhadalottodotoimprove

theoldman'sdiet.Rubywantedherparentstostay

herewithherthatwaytheycanmonitorherfather's

health.Tomorrowhewasfinallygoingtobe

dischargedthenshewillhavetoseeifherparents

willagreetostayingwithher.

MaRuby:I'm gladyourfatherisgettingwell.

Ruby:Iwasreallyworriedabouthim mama.Hegot

thebesthelpandwhyyouguysdidn'tgotothe



hospitalbackathomebeatsme.

Hermothershruggedastheymadetheymadetheir

waytoRuby'scar.RubyhadtoadmitthatDrColton

wasareallynicedoctor.Evenherfatherlikedher

andwasalwaysconversingwithherwhenevershe

wasonduty.Whatwastherenottoloveabouther

though?Sheaskedherselfastheygotinsidethecar.

ATantabaneGameRanch

NeelowaswatchingbythesidelinesasRhysandset

uptheirtent.Thesunontheotherhandleft

gorgeoushuesoforangeasitset.Thesunsetwas

beautifulfrom thissideandRhysandstoppedwhat

hewasdoingashecaughtthelastraysofthesun

shiningonher.Hewillrememberherstandinginthat

whitedressofhersstarringatthesunset.Witha

childlikegleesheturned.

Neelk:Isn'titbeautiful?Lookatalltheshadesof



orangeandthissettingmakesitallperfectbabe.

Rhys:Standthere.

Heslidhisphoneoutandsnappedafewphotosof

her.Shewastheepitomeofbeautiful.Insideout.

Neelo:HowdoIlook?

Rhys:Likeyouwalkedoutofoneofmywildest

dreams.

Shegavehim anangelicsmileandfacedthesunset

onceagain.Rhysandcontinuedwithhistaskandhe

wasdoneminuteslater.

Rhys:Babedoyouwanttohelpsetthefire?

Neelo:YouseethatIcandefinitelydomylove...

TherewerealreadysticksandRhysandcameback

withalighterfrom thecar.ForthistaskNeelodidn't



needhishelp.Neelogavehim hersunhatandshe

removedoneofhershoessoshecankneeldown

andblowintothefire.Herbodyarchedmarvellously

asshedidthatsimpletaskandRhysandshiftedhis

jeans.Itwasstilltooearlyforthosethoughts.

Neelodustedherkneesassheworehershoe.

Neelo:Alldone.Let'saddmorewoodtokeepit

burning.

Theydidexactlythat.Theflamesofthefiresparked

upandNeelosmiledlookingatherhandiwork.

TherewasalargelogthatRhysandpushedcloseto

thefirejustsotheycansitandenjoythewarmth

from thefire.

Rhysconnectedhisphonetothecarsystem andhe

pulledouttheringfrom thecompartment.Shedidn't

evennoticeit.Hesliditinhispocketandgrabbed

thefleeceblanketalongwithafewsnacks.Hesat

nexttoherandhecoveredthebothofthem withthe

blanket.



Neelo:Thisisdefinitelysomethingtowritehome

about.

Rhys:Uhu,asmalltentsetupandyoualreadywant

towriteabiutit.

Neelo:Noonehaseverdonethisforme.It'ssimple

andthoughtful.

Rhys:Butifyoufeelunwellwecangookaylove?

Shenoddedandtuckedherheadunderhischin.

Theyenjoyedthemomentifsilence,justthesounds

ofthewildernesssurroundingthem.

AfterboutsofsilenceNeelolookedupathim.

Neelo:Iloveyou.Iwantyoutoknowthat.

Rhys:Iknowthatandwillneverforgetthat.

Neelo:Good.



Shepeckedhislipsandsmiledbeforeshegot

comfortableagain.Rhysandrubbedherarm under

theblanket.Helookedupatthesky,itwasstill

duskypinkandthestartsweren'tfullyout.Hebithis

lipandlookeddownathiswife.Hisheartswelled

withprideatthatdetail.

Neelo:Doyoubelieveinsoulmates?

Rhys:SinceImetyou,I'vestartedtobelieveinthem.

Neelo:Ilongdid.Theromancebookstendtomake

onehavehighexpectationswhenitcomestolove

butIwouldhaveneverdreamedofthemanbeing

you.From thelittleyou'vetoldmeaboutwhatyoudo,

Iknowyouaretroublelove...

Sheshiftedtolookathim andtouchedhisroughjaw.

Neelo:Youscream troublefrom amileawayandI

wantedtoresistyouthatnight.IwantedtobutI

couldn't.Ifailedtodothatandthatwasthebest

decisionIevertook.Yougavemeachildweareyet



tomeetandIknowwedidn'tplanone..

Rhys:Buthewillbeloved.

Neelo:OhNatewillbeloved.Fiercely.

Rhysandsmiled,hiseyescrinklingatthecornersand

heheldherfaceinhishands.Hebroughthislips

downonhersandshepartedherlipsinvitinghim to

fakeashepleased.Rhysbrokethekissandtapped

hernoseearninghim alaughfrom her.

Hepulledherbackintohisarms.Heslidhisphone

outandplayedthesongthatremindedhim ofher.

Rhys:Thissongisforyouandonlyforyou.

Tearswelledinhereyes.Noonehaseverdedicated

asongjustforher.

Rhys:Listencarefullyandlookupatthestarsmh

baby.

Hisdeepvoicesaidveryclosetoherear.Shelooked

up.Thestarsweretwinklinginthenightsky.



Lookatthestars

Lookhowtheyshineforyou

Andeverythingyoudo

Yeah,theywereallyellow

Icamealong

Thesongplayedashertearsrolleddownhereyes.

Shewasbeinghormonalnowbutthegestureonit’s

ownmovedher.Thesongcontinued,sheknewitbut

itmadehim thinkofher?

Yourskin

Ohyeah,yourskinandbones

Turnintosomethingbeautiful

Doyouknow

YouknowIloveyouso



YouknowIloveyouso

Rhysandsawthatastheperfectopportunitytolet

goofherarms.Shewillmissthewarmthand

obviouslyturnherhead.Hewentonhiskneesand

hewaitedasheslippedtheringout.

Andyourskin

Ohyeah,yourskinandbones

Turnintosomethingbeautiful

Doyouknow

Foryou,I'dbleedmyselfdry

Foryou,I'dbleedmyselfdry

It'strue

AtthatexactpartNeelomissedRhysand'sbody

warmthandsheturnedherheadtoseewhatwas

wrong.Heheartleapedinherchestasshesawhim



onhiskneeswitharing,theringsparkledinthedark,

thankstothefireandthenaturalmoonlight.

Shecoveredhermouthwithbothhandsasmore

tearsrolleddownhercheeks.Hemouthedan‘Ilove

you'asshewipedhertears.

Rhys:Iam justamanhopelesslyinlovewitha

womanandI'm hereonmykneesaskingyoutotake

thistroubledmanasyourhusband.Tomakean

honestmanoutofhisbatteredanddarksoul.With

thisring,Ipraythatthisistheveryfirstpageof

whereourstorybeginsandnotwhereitends.Neelo

Joneswillyoubesokindastoallowmetobeapart

ofyourlifetilldeathdoesusapart?Toallowusto

buildourfamily?

Shewasfrozenstill.Hiswordsalljumbledinthat

headofhers.Ittookmomentsforhertoputitall

togetherandshenoddedherheadcrying.She

extendedherhandandhehelditasifitwas

somehowdelicate.Heslidtheringonherfingerand

Neelofeltthenewweightofthering.Rhysandstood

upandhehelpedherup,pullingherintohisembrace

asshecriedagainsthischest.



Neelo:I-Ilo-loveyou(crying)

Herubbedherbackasshecried.Shewasnota

prettycrierthat'sforsurebuthelovedher

regardless.Hemanagedtohelphercalm downand

hejustheldherinhisarms.Shelookedupathim

andasobescapedherlips.Thiswasreal?

Rhysliftedherheadandrubbedhertears.He

crashedhislipsonhersandshekissedhim back.

Communicatingtheonlywaytheirbodiesknewhow.

Hemadeherwrapherlegsaroundhistorsoandhe

walkedtowardsthecarwhereherbackwasagainst

it.ItallhappenedinsuchhasteandbeforeNeelo

knewit,hewasdeepinsideofher.Shedroppedher

headonhisshouldersashepumpedinandoutof

her.Hisgroansweresexy.Itgavehersatisfaction

thathim beinginsidehercouldmakehim groanlike

that.Minuteslatershecriedoutinecstasyandhe

reachedthesamehiltandgroaned.Shebreathed

hardandhedidn'tlethergonordidhemakeany



attempttoslideoutofher.Heliftedherheadandhe

lickedhislips.

Rhys:Iloveyou(slowly)

Shenoddedandhestartedtomoveinsideofher,

slowingdownhisstrokesandhermoaning.Heheld

bothherhandsandintertwinedthem withhis.Giving

herslowstrokesandshecouldn'tkeephereyes

openwiththepleasurerollingoffherinwavesand

currents.

Hekissedherforeheadandhegaveherthelastfew

strokesthatsentherofftheedgeandshemoaned

hisname.Hepulledoutangentlyplacedherlegs

downtoseehissemendrippingdownherlegs,she

couldn'tgetanymorepregnantthanshewas.He

wassureherpantywasalreadywet.Hepulledup

thejeansandtheboxersthatwereonhisknees.He

watchedhertillshewasbacktoearthandhereyes

flickeredopen.Hegothardagainlookingatthat

innocentfaceandhekissedher.Hecouldn'tkeep

hishandstohimself.



Neelogaveintothekissoncemoretillhebrokeit

andinsteadlickedthebaseofherthroatandshelet

outaweirdnoise.Helookedbackather.Inthe

moonlightshesawhissmileofsatisfaction.Hewas

bad.Hermindsuddenlyalertedherasifitdidn't

knowbuthediditsowell.

Rhys:Idon'tknowwhyIcan'tgetenoughofyou.

Hesaidinthemosthuskiesttoneshehasever

heardandthatsentlittleshockwavesofelectricity

alloverherbodyandherswollennubthrobbed

againstherwetpanties.Hisstrongcallousedhand

heldthebackofhernecktopulledherinforanother

kiss.Thisonewasfilledwithhungerandlustashis

bodyfoughttodominatehersthroughandthrough.

Hebrokeitandlookedather.

Rhys:Wehaveallweekend.Fucc!

.
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AtMaRhysand'shouse

ShestoodbythedoorasshewavedLebopooffand

McKnightnoddedhishead.Theminutesheclosed

thedoor,shewishedherestrangedabusivehusband

couldhavestayedwherehewashiding.

Sheheavedasighandlookedaroundthehouse,

nowshewasgoingtorememberhim inhersitting

room andhisdaughtergivingherthemostbrightest

smileever.

Shebettergetsuchimagesoutofherhead.

Rhysandwon'tbeverypleasedtoknowthathis

fatherwasaroundandhadbeenhere.



AtTantabaneGameRanch

Neeloworehersandalswiththephonebetweenher

shoulderandear.

Neelo:MamaIam perfectlyfine.Didpapatellyou

thatIgotthejob?

MaN:Hedid.Congratulations!

Neelo:Thankyou.Areyouokaynow?

MaN:Andwhatkindofquestionisthat?

Neelo:ThedayIleftitseemmedasifyouhada

vendettaagainstRhys.

MaN:Idon'thaveanythingagainsthim.

Neelo:Lesure?

MaN:Ee...

Neelolookedatherfeetassheheldherphone.

Neelo:Okay.HeproposedlastnightandIsaidyes.

MaNwassilentforawhile.Thisboymovedfast.



Reallyfastforherliking.

Neelo:Mamaareyouthere?

MaN:ye-yes.Congratulationsonthatagain.

Neelo:Thankyou.

ThedooropenedandshesmiledlookingupatRhys.

Neelo:IhavetogoandIloveyou.Sayhitodadfor

me.

Shehungupandstooduponherfeet.

Neelo:AndhowdoIlook?

Rhys:Likemywife..

Shelaughed.

Neelo:Smooth.RealsmoothMrMcKnight.

Rhys:Areyoureadytogo?

Neelo:Yessir.



Sheheldhisbicepastheywalkedoutofthesmall

chalet.

AtPeter'shouse

PetersawNeelo'spostonFacebookandherolled

hiseyesafterreadingthecaption.Didsheseriously

thinkthatalifewithacriminalwoulddo?Someone

whobrokethelawmorethanonceandshewantsto

marryhim?Thatwasstupid.

Hisphonebeepedwithamessagefrom Rubyand

rightnowhewasnotinthemoodtopretendtolike

her.MaybehewillpretendonMondaymorningbut

fornowheneededtoworkonthecaseandmake

suretherearenoloopholesthistime.Hewould

representtheStateonceRhysandwascaughtbut

fornowheneededtobealertandhelpingathering

evidence.HerepliedRubyandplacedhisphone

down.



Atthemall

Alexcrossedtheroadholdingtheplasticthathada

fewessentialsandhewasn'tpayingattentionwhen

hebumpedintosomeone.

Alex:Iam sosorryIsh-(frowning)Summer?

Summergavehim asmilethatremindedhim of

exactlysummer.

Summer:Alex?Isthatyou?

Alex:Intheflesh..It'sbeenlong...

TheysharedabriefhugandSummercouldsmell

him onher.Hegotmorehandsomeandchiselled

overtheyears.

Summer:Solong.Ilastsawyouwhenyougraduated.

Shelookedathishandsandhewasn'twearingaring.



Amanlikehim?Shenevershowedhim shehada

crushinhim becausehealwaystreatedherlikea

littlesisterandnotsomeonehecouldpursuea

relationshipwith.

Alex:NeotapeyagoreSummer.AlwaysAlexIdon't

understandthisandthat.

Shegiggled.

Summer:Ifeltsodumbafteryouexplained

everything.

Alex:Didyoumanagetograduatethough?

Summer:Ididactuallybuttheproblem isthatthere

arenojobsaroundthesedays.Ijustdroppedoffmy

CVfrom thatChineseshopandIhavemoretodrop

off(wavingherenvelopeintheair)

Alex:Anyjobisfine?

Summer:Beggarscan'tbechooserwellcantheyAlex?

Alex:Iguessnot.I-wouldyoumindajobasastayin

maid?



Summer:Notatall.AslogasIam abletosend

moneyhomeandmaybegetanoffmonthend.

Alex:Iwaslookingforoneandifyoudon'tmindIcan

getyournumberandIwillcallyou?

Summer:Sure.

Hehandedherhisphoneandshepagedherselfon

hisphone.

Summer:Done.

Alex:ThankyouandIwillcallyou.Nicebumpinginto

you.

Hewalkedawaywiththeplasticsandsheheldthe

bigbrownenvelopeclosebeforeshewalkedaway.

.

.

.

*
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AtAlex'shouse

Wawawasalreadytiredwiththisbedrestandthe

factthatAlexendeduphiringaliveinmaidwasway

outofhercontrol.Shepickeduoherphonetocheck

thetime.Neelosaidshewillbehereforherlunch

hourtocheckuponheranditwasalreadyten

minutesintolunchtimeforgovernmentemployees.

Shefoldedherarmsoverherbreastsandlookedat

hertummy.Shewasn'thavinganotherchildever

againifthisiswhatshehastoendure.



Meanwhileoutsidetheyard,NeeloparkedRhysand's

carandslidherfeetintosandals.Shehatedheels

witheveryfibreofherbeing.Shegotoutofthecar

andopenedthegate.Theshortdistancetothedoor

onlytookherafewsecondsandsheknockedonthe

door.Summerremovedherheadsetsandwalkedto

thedoor.WasAlexhomeforlucnh?Shehadlong

dishedandherbosssaidshedidn'thavethe

appetiteandrequestedforoatsinstead.Sheopened

thedoorandshesmileduneasily.Theydidn'tgive

heraliatofpeopletoallowinthehouse.

Neelo:Hi.Uhm youmustbeSummerright?

Summer:Eemma.Dumelang.

Neelo:Hi.Again.KetlilegochekaWapelo.CanI

comein?

Summeropenedthedoorandsteppedasideasthe

shortladywalkedinsidethehouse.

Neelo:Nicemeetingyou..



Neelosaidasshemadeabeelinetowardsthe

passage.Summerclosedthedoorandshookher

head.Shesatdownandputherheadsetson.She

continuedtocirclewordsonthecrosswordpuzzle

shewaskeepingherselfbusywith.

Neeloknockedandopenedthedoor.

Neelo:Molwetsibatho!

Wawa:WaswabaNeelo!

Neelo:Howareyoufeeling?

Wawa:IhatethisbedrestandIhatehavingamaiddo

whatIcando..

Neelo:Sheseemsnice.

Wawa:Theyalldountiltheydevelopaninterestin

yourmanandsnatchhim awayfrom you.Mmetota

mogonnangwanyanawany*la...

Neelo:Calm downWawa!NowAlexwouldn'tdothat

andIthinkSummerisnice..



Wawa:She'stoobeautifulformylikingtoo...

Neelo:Kantewena?

Wawa:Ifhehiredhelpanolderwomanwhoisaround

40woulddonotabeautifulgirllikeSummer.She

hasanicebody.Hervoiceissweet,wellyoursis

softerandsweeterandomontleNene.Gontena

gore!!

Neelolaughed.Wapelowasjustbeingoverly

insecure.

Neelo:Wawabeinginsecureisnotpretty.Truatyour

man.

Wawa:Iwilltrusthim theminutethisbabyisoutof

meandIcanbearoundhim.

Neelo:Myadvicetoyou?Insecuritiesturnamanoff

andthatmightjustbeingyoupushinghim tocheat.

Buteitherwaymencheatevenifyouaredoing

everythingrightbutdon'tgivehim anyreasonto

cheat.

Wawasighedandrubbedhertummy.



Wawa:Iguessyouareright.

Neelo:Noneedtoraiseyourbloodpressureand

endangerthebabymore.Alreadyyou'reonbedrest

mntase.

Wawa:Iwanttea..

Neeloraisedaneyebrowandshookherhead.She

hadthirtyminuteswithWawabeforeshewentback

towork.Shewilleatintheoffice.

Neelo:Doessummerknowhowtomakeyourtea?

Wawa:Ee.

Neelo:Givemeafewminutes.

ShewalkedoutandWapelostaredatthewhite

ceiling.Alexshouldcomebackandgiveheraback

massage.Herbackachesintensifiedeachandevery

day.

NeelotappedSummer'sshoulder.Shesaitchedoff

hermusicandgaveherasmile.



Neelo:Hi..Uhm Wawawantsteaandshesaidyou

knowhowtomakeit.

Summer:Letmemakeit.Iwillbringitinafew

minutes.

Neelo:Thankyou.

Neelowalkedbacktothebedroom andsatdown

nexttothebed.

Neelo:Yourteaiscomingup.Wawaallyouhaveto

worryaboutisyourpregnancyandnothingmore

okay?

Wawa:I'llgivehim thebenefitofthedoubt.

Theladiesdiscussedbabyclothesandwhichshop

hadthebestdealsintermsofbabystuffingeneral.

EvenwhenSummerwalkedinwithWawa'shottea,

theydidn'tstoptalking.Summersatdowninthe

loungeandcontinuedwithwhatshewasdoing

before.Thisjobpaidalotofmoneythatwouldhelp



herinthelongrun,atleastshewasn'tunderpaidfor

herservicesthough.

NeelocheckedthetimeandlookedatWawa.

Neelo:Ihavetogo.

Wawa:Thankyouforcheckinguponme.Itgets

boringhere.

Neelo:IwillpassbynextweekandIwillcalllater

afterwork.

Wawa:Bye.

Neelo:Byebye...

Neelostoodonherfeetandyawnedabit.Shehadto

eatwhenshearrivedback.Shewavedandwalked

outoftheroom.Shestoppedbytheloungetosay

byetoSummerandshewaswellonherway.

AtTheMagistratesHighCourt



Neelochangedherflatshoestotheheelsshehated

somuchassoonsteppedoutofthecarwithher

takeawaymeal.Shefixedherskirtandpushedher

back.Neelopickedherhandbagandclosedthecar

door,makingsuretolockthecaraswell.Shewalked

insidethebuildingasherheelsclickedandsighed.

Shecouldn'twaittogohome.Shewastiredbutshe

wasgladshesawWapelotoday.

Inthesamebuilding,Peterexitedthecourtroom and

walkedtothereception.Hewasabouttoleavewhen

hehadthebrightestofideas.

Peter:Hello..uhm doesaMsNeeloJonesworkhere?

Thereceptionistnoddedandheaskedfordirections

wherehecanfindherofficeandwalkedthere.

SecondsafterPeterhaddisappearedinsearchof

Neelo'sofficeNeelopassedbythereception.She

saidherhi'sonceagainandmadeherwaytohertiny

crampedoffice.Shedidherbesttoutilizethespace

thereanditwasassimpleasitcouldeverbe.She



hatedtheseheelsbutagirlhastobeprofessional

aroundthesestreets.Theyshouldn'tcatchher

slipping.

Peterknockedontheofficedoorandtherewasno

reply.Hewasabouttoopenthedoorwhenhesaw

hermakeherwaytotheoffice.Shewasinheelsyet

againbutshehatedthem.Hewonderedwhy.

Neelwassurprisedtofindhim bythedoorbutshe

pretendedhewasn'tthereassheremovedtheoffice

keysandunlockedthedoor.Shewalkedinsideand

placedhertakeawayandhandbagonthetable.

Peterwalkedinasifheownedtheplace.Shefolded

herarmsandPetercouldseethehintofthe

cleavageassheglaredathim.

Peter:IflookscouldkillIwouldbedead.

Neelo:AndifIhadtheabilitytokillyouwouldbe

dead.



Heraisedhisheadandtherewasnohintofasmile

onheretherealfeatures.

Peter:I'm supposedtobescared?

Neelo:takeithoweveryoulike.Whyareyouhere?

Peter:Toseeyouofcourse.

Neelo:Uhu!Gosimololalengrennaditsala?[since

whenarewefriends]

Peter:Neeloyoucanstoppretendingyouhateme...

Shesatdownandsheopenedhertakeawaymeal.

Shedidnothavetimeforthisinallhonesty.

Peter:Neelo?

Sheusedtheforkprovidedtoeatandshelookedat

him.Hewasmakingafooloutofhimselfatthis

point.

Neelo:Whyareyouhere?Surelyitmusthavesunk

intoyourheadthatwearenolongeranitem.

Peter:Ah.Butwecouldbe..



Shelaughedandalmostchokedonherfood.

Neelo:Ididn'tknowyouaredelusionalaswell.

Pleaseleavemyoffice...

Peter:Neelotheguyyou-

Neelo:Ohstoprightthere.Leave!Icancallsecurity

onyou.

Hechuckled.

Peter:Andwecancallthepoliceonyourlittlefiance.

Whowillbelaughingnow?

Neelolookedathim andtheringonherfinger.

Peter:Canwetalknow?

Neelothoughtaboutitandsighedrubbingherhead..

Neelo:Sure.Closethedoor.

Petersmiledliketheslywolfthatheisandclosed

thedoor.
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InsideNeelo'soffice

Neeloleanedback.Shejustwantedtounderstand

hisreasoning.

Neelo:Youwantme?

Peter:DidIstutter?

Neelo:Youwantmetosendmychildawaysoyou

canhaveme?(frowning)justsoIcansavemy

fiancéfrom thelaw'swrath?

Peter:Evenifyouputitthatwaybutyes.

Neelo:Osureoilelawschool?(areyousureyouwent

tolawschool?)

Peter:Areyoutakingthedealoryouwouldrather



raiseachildallalonewithit'sdeadbeatfatherin

prisonforlife?

Neelo:Ohmy!Thatwouldbebad...

Peter:Gladweseeitfrom thesaneperspective.We

weregoodtogetherbabeandwestillcanbe...

Neelohadlonglostherappetiteforthefoodandshe

decidedtolistentohim.

Peter:IwillbewaitingforananswerandIhopeitwill

besooncausetimeisticking.Maybehecangetfive

yearsifyoutakethedeal.

Neelo:Isee.Yougotthisallfiguredoutdon'tyou?

Hewasabouttoanswerwhenhisphonerang.

Peter:Onesecond.

HepickedupRuby'scall.

Peter:Hey.

Ruby:Hey.Arewestillonfortomorrow?



PeterlookedatNeelowhokeptastraightface.

Peter:Weare.I'llpickyouup.I'm stillabitbusy.Iwill

callyoulater.

Ruby:Okay.Byeandstayproductive.

Peter:Iwill.Bye.

HehungupandlookedatNeelo.

Peter:Atthispointyoushouldknowmebetterthan

that.

Neelo:FancysinceatsomepointIthoughtIknew

butturnsoutIdidn't.

Petersighedandlookedather.

Peter:IwasstupidatthattimeandIknowIhurtyou

Neelo.

MeanwhileRhysandmadehiswaytoNeelo'soffice.

Hepausedatthedoorhearingamalevoice.He

placedhisearonthedoortolisten.



InsidetheofficeNeelojustlookedatPeter.

Neelo:Ihaveworktodo.

Peter:Thinkaboutusbabeandwhatwecanbe.You

knowwhichdecisiontotake,wecanstillmakefire.

Thepastdoesn'thavetoaffectourfuturetogether.

Rhysandmovedfrom thedoorasheheadthechair

scrapethefloorandfootsteps.Thedoorlockturned

andhewasfacetofacewiththemanwhojust

propositionedNeelo.Peterletoutachuckleofpity

lookingatRhysand.HewassurethatRhysandlost

already.

NeeloblinkedseeingRhysandPetergivingeach

otherhardstares.

Peter:Shehateswearingheelsifyoudidn'tknow

buddy.

ThenhewalkedawayasRhysandcamefacetoface

withNeelowhowassittingbehindherdesk.Hegave



heraquestionablelookandNeeloshedidn'tmove

from whereshewas.

Neelo:Youcancomeinandclosethedoor..

Apartofhim wantedtowalkoutandthinkabout

whatjusthappened.Whowastheguywhowalked

outofherofficeandwhydidhesoundasifheknew

alotaboutherbuthewouldkeephiscoolbecause

themorehethoughtaboutit,hewasgoingtobe

angryabouttheissue.

Neelotuckedthestrayhairbehindherearasshe

heldherbreath.Shecouldseehehadquestionsand

hewasangry.Shewasn'tgoingtolosehercool

though.Rhysandcheckedthetime.Theystillhad

timethoughandhewantedtogetthisoveranddone

with.

Neelo:Babeareyougoingtocomeinside?



Hesuckedinadeepbreathandwalkedinsidethe

smallspace,hispresencefillingthespaceandhis

colognewaftingtohernose.Shewassogladshe

didn'thatehiscolognerightnow.Shehasread

countlessofscenarioswherewomenhatedtheir

partner'scolognesduringpregnancy.Heclosedthe

doorandinsteadofsittingdown,hefoldedhisarms.

Neelo:Uhm.OkayIguessyouneedanexplanation...

Sheplacedherhandsonthedeskandstartedto

explainherhistorywithPeterandallthatbeforeshe

delvedintowhatPeterjustsaidminutesago,not

leavingasingledetail.Rhysandwasquietasshe

toldhim andhecouldseefrom hereyesthatshe

wasbeinghonest.Neelohadnoreasontolietohim.

Neelo:That'sall....

Shekeptquietandwaitedforhim tosaysomething



buthewasquiet.

Neelo:Saysomething..

Rhys:DoyouhaveyourIDcardonyou?

Neelo:Ye-yes.

Rhys:Grabyourbagmylove..

Neelo:Okay.

Sheworehershoesandpickedherhandbag,not

forgettingtheofficekeysonthedesk.Shewalkedto

him andhekissedhercheekandledheroutofthe

office.

AtAlex'shouse

Around6pm,Alex'scarparkedintheyardandhe

walkedtothedoor.Heknockedbuttherewasno

answerandhetriedtoopenthedoorbutitwas

locked.Hetriedhiskeybutitwaslockedfrom the

inside.Heknockedacoupleoftimesandaminute



later,thedoorwasopenedbyawetSummerwho

hadherhairinabunandshestillsmelledofthe

sweetscentofcitrusfruits.Shehadatowel

wrappedaroundherbodyandhecouldseehe

disturbedherbathtimeorshowertimeorwhatever

thehellshewasdoinginthewater.

Summer:Iam sosorry.Ish-

Alex:It'sokay.

Hesteppedinsideandforthefewminutesshehad

herbacktohim assheclosedthedoorhecouldsee

herlegs.God!

Summer:Uhm yourfoodisinthemicrowave.Letme

gogetdressedanduhm...okay!

Shequicklywalkedawayandhebreathedinandout.

Hewalkedtothebedroom wherehefoundWawa

fastasleepwiththenovelonhertummy.Hegently

removeditandpulleduptheblankets.Eventhough

itwassummer,sheneversleptwithoutblankets.He

kissedhercheekashegotundressed.



Meanwhileinthebedroom attheendofthepassage,

Summerfinallywalkedthereaftershehaddrained

thewaterinthebathtub.Sheknewthiswasaformal

settingsoAlexwasherboss.Herbosshad

disturbedherbathtimeandshehadnochoicebutto

goopenthedoorregardlessofthefactthatshewas

doneornot.Shehalfclosedthedoorknowingthat

nobodyeverwalkedtothatsideandiftheyneeded

her,shewasusuallycalledbyname.

InhertowelSummeropenedthedrawerthathadher

pantiesandshepickedthefullpantiesthather

motherhadboughthertwomonthsago.Apartof

herwasashamedthathermotherhadbeen

supportingheraswellbutnowshehadachanceto

supporther.Hersmallbreastsrarelyneededabra

soshedonnedonasweaterandapairofjeans.She

haddinnertomakeaswell.

Theminuteshesteppedoutofherroom,Alexdidso



tooanditlooksliketheywerebothheadingtothe

kitchen.

Alex:Whatdidyoumakeforlunch?

Heaskedassoonashecaughtupwithher.

Summer:Oxtailstewandphaleche.

Hesmiledandthatnearlytookherbreathaway.

Alex:Iloveoxtailstew.Mymothermakesthebest

oxtailstewthereissoIam yettotasteyours.

Shesmiledandhewarmedthefoodhimselfasshe

openedthepantrytoseewhatshecanmakefor

dinner.SheexpectedAlextoleavetheminutehis

foodwasallwarm butinsteadhesatonthekitchen

stoolafterwashinghishands.Firstthinghedidwas

takeabiteoftheoxtailstewandheclosedhiseyes

tosavourthetaste.

Alex:Whatdidyouputinhere?



Summer:Uhm theoxtail,veg-

Alex:Thisissogood.

Heexclaimedashestartedtoeatthefood.Wawa

nevermadeoxtailstewbecauseshesaiditwasnot

niceandshewasn'tgoingtocooksomethingshe

didn'tlikesoAlexlastatethatathismother'splace.

Thiswasheaven.

Alex:Youshouldmakethismoreoften.

Summer:Iwilltakenoteofthat.

Alex:Soeversincegraduationwhathasbeen

happening?

Summertoldhim asshestartedtoboilthemacaroni.

Alexlistenedattentively,occasionallygettingside

trackedbythewayherlipsmovedandhedidn'tmiss

herlispsthatgotmoreapparentthemoreshetalked.

Summmer:Butthankyouonceagainforthejob.It

hasbeennothingshortofamiracleonmypart.



Alex:YouneededajobandIneededahousehelper.

Summer:Truetruebutstill...

Shesmiledgratefullyandwentbacktoherpots.

.

.

.

*

*



TROUBLED

#73

AtAlex'shouse

Wawawokeupandshecouldhearthelaughterand

thegigglescomingfrom thesittingroom.

SomethingclenchedinherheartatthewayAlex's

laughterflowedfrom outofhim asifitwas

somethinghenormallydid.Sheplacedherhand

overherheartandrubbeditoverandoveragain.

Heneverlaughedthatwaywithherandhewas

alwayspreoccupiedwithworkorwhateverhedid

mostofthetimehewasn'thome.Sheclearedher

throatsoshecouldcallhim sinceshewasonbed

rest.



Wawa:Alex?(shakyvoice)

Summerstoppedgigglingandshestrainedherears.

Summer:IthinkMsWapeloiscallingyou.Letmeget

herfoodready.

Alex:Okay.I'llbebackinafewandwe'llcontinuethis

conversation.

Summer:Eerra(smiling)

Shestoodupandheadedtothekitchen.Herubbed

hisfaceandstooduponhisfeet.Hewalkedalong

thepassageandpushedopenthedoorhehadleft

slightlyajar.Hefrownedashesawdistresson

Wawa'sface.

Alex:Areyouokay?Issomethingwrongwiththe

baby?ShouldItakeyoutothehospital?

Sheshookherheadandtriedtokeephervoiceas



steadyaspossible.

Wawa:Ididn'thearyoucomein..

Hesmiledabit.

Alex:YouwereasleepandIdidn'twanttowakeyou

up.Youalwayslookpeacefulwhenyouareasleep.

Shenoddedandthoughtofsomethingshecanask

him todosohestayshereintheroom withher.

Wawa:Ihadbackpainsallday,canyoumassageme?

Alex:Doyouevenhavetoask?Letnewashmy

handsfirst.

Hepassedthebedandwalkedtothebathroom.She

rubbedherheartonceagainasshepushedthe

blanketsoff.Shewasabouttounbuttonthedress

whentherewasaknock.

Summer:Goodevening,canIbringfoodover?



SheaskedinnocentlybythedoorandWawashook

herhead.Summernoddedandwalkedaway.Alex

walkedoutofthebathroom andwenttoclosethe

door.

Alex:WhichofyouroilsshouldIuse?

Thatmadeherswallowhard.Shealwaysmadesure

totellhim herfavouriteoilwhenhewenttothe

shopssometimesandheforgot.

Wawa:Thelavendarfragrancedone.

Alex:Okay.

Hewalkedtothebedandheunbuttonedthedress

shewaswearing.Hergorgeousbreastswereupin

hisfaceandheswallowed.Hewasn'tgoingtodo

anythingotherthanmassagingherbodybecauseof

thebackachehischildgaveher.Oncetheclothes

wereoffher,heaskedhertolieonhersidesohe

canstartthemassage.Hisoilcladhandsstartedto

releasetheknotsthatwereonherbodyandshe



foundherselfrelaxingashedidthat.

Alex:Howdoesitfeel?

Wawa:It'sgood.(lowvoice)

Hewantedtosaysomethingbuthekeptittohimself

ashemassagedherthoroughlyandevenextended

themassagetoherbump,armsandlegs.Shedidn't

lookathim ashedidthatandbythetimehewas

doneshehadclosedhereyesandwassuckinga

deepbreath.Heliftedherchinupsoshecouldlook

athim.

Alex:Wawawee?(softly)

Shestilldidn'topenhereyestolookathim.

Alex:Wawalookatme..

Sheopenedhereyesandhesawtearswellinher

eyes.

Alex:What'swrong?

Wawa:It'snothing.Justhormones.



Herubbedherchinknowingthatshewaslyingand

therewassomethingbotheringher.

Alex:DidanythinghappenwhileIwasn'taround?

Wawa:Uhm no.Thankyouforthemassage.Ifeel

better.Goodnight.

Withthatsheclosedhereyesandalinetearrolled

downhereye.Heusedhisthumbtowipeitaway

andkissedherforehead.

Alex:You'lltellmewhat'swrongakere?

Wawa:I'm fine.

Shemovedherheadsohecouldletgoofherchin

andsheplacedherheadonthepillow.Alexsighed

andwaited.TheWawaheknewwassuchaloud

mouthandusuallyspokehermindinsecondsif

somethingwasbotheringhersothiswassooutof

character.Especiallyforher.Hecoveredherupwith

theblanketsandkissedherforeheadagain.

Alex:Wapelo?



Shekepthereyesfirmlyclosedandhesuckedina

breath.

Alex:Iloveyouokayladybug?

Noresponse.Hesighedandkissedherforehead

again.

HewalkedoutandhecalledSummer.Wawarubbed

herheartagainhearinghim callSummer.Sheforced

herselftosleepandrelax.Sheshouldthinkofher

babyandnothingmore.It'sthelittlethingsthathe

doeswithotherwomenthathurtsandeventuallyhe

mightfalloutoflovewithher.Ifheeverlovedherto

beginwith.

SummerlookedupasAlexapproached.

Alex:DidanyonepassbywhenIwasgone?

Summer:Yes.Herfriend.IthinkhernameisNeelo..

Alex:Alright...



Withthathewalkedbacktobedroom toretrievehis

cellphone.Hepausedtolookathersleepingbody

beforehewalkedout.

Hesteppedoutofthehouseforaminuteashe

calkedhisbrother.Rhyspickedupimmediately.

Rhys:Hello.

Alex:Hey...

Theytalkedforsometimeandhegottothereal

mainreasonwhyhecalled.

Alex:CanItalktoNeeloforaminute?It'sabout

Wawa.

Rhys:Okay.(handingNenethephone)

Neelo:Hello...

Alex:Hi.Uhm doyouknowwhatcould'veoffset

Wapelo?Iheardyoucameover.



Neelofrownedattheothersideoftheline.

Neelo:No.Shewasherusualself.Bubblyandall.A

segoremaybethebaby'scoming?Ihavenoidea

totawaitseAlex.

Alex:Thankyou.I'llseewhat'swrong.Youcanhand

Rhysthephone.

Shedidsoandthetwobrotherstalkedforawhile

beforeAlexsaidhisgoodbyes.

AtRuby'shouse

RubythoughtoftextingPeterbutshehatedtheway

hedismissedherearlieronwhenshecalled.Even

thisweek,hehadbeenabitdistant.Itwaseither

thatorhermindwasplayingtricksonher.She

wasn'tsurewhichwaswhich.Shesighedandwaited

forhim tocalkinsyeadbecausehesaidhewillcall

back.

.

.
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AtAlex'shouse

Inthebedroom Wawafailedtosleepasthelittle

crampsonherlowerabdomenkeptherawake.She

satuprightandshethoughtoftalkingtoNeelo.She

hopedshewasn'tgoingtodisturbherassherubbed

hertummy.Theyeasedupabit.Neelo'sphonerang

foragoodminutebeforesheanswered.

Neelo:Wawaareyouokay?

Atthatquestion,shebrokedownintotearsholding

thephone.Therewasanacheinherchestandshe

knewthetruth.Ithasbeenlookingatherstraightin

theeyeforsometimenowandshewastryingto

ignoreit.



MeanwhileintheloungeAlexsighedasheyawned

andstoodup.Summerhadretreatedforbedandhe

wassureWapelowasfastasleep.Hestilldidn't

knowwhatwaswrongwithher.Heswitchedoffthe

lightsandwalkedalongthepassage.Hefrowned

hearingsobsfrom theirbedroom butashewas

abouttoopenthedoorhepausedasshestartedto

speak.

Wawa:HeisgoingtocheatNeelo(tearsrollingdown

hereyes)HeissocomfortablewithSummerandfor

aslongasIhavedatedAlexhehasneverbeenso

comfortablewithme.

Alexheardtherawemotioninhervoiceandlooked

downwhilehewasatthedoor.

Wawa:heforgotmyfavouritefoodandIknowhis

favouritefood.Hedoesn'tknowthatIlearnthowto

makeoxtailstewbutthedayIhadplannedtoshow

him IlearnthowtomakeitIfoundouthecheatedon



me...

Shegaspedforbreathassheputthephoneon

loudspeakerandonherbumpasshefuriouslywiped

hertears.Neelohadnowordsofcomfortnear,all

shecouldhearwasabrokenwoman.Apieceofthe

womanshehadbeenwhenthoseboysbackinuni

playedherrealgood.Shecouldseehowmuchittore

Wawaapartandthat'swhyshewasinsecure.Itwent

fardeeperthanwhatmeetstheeye.

Wawa:GobotlhokoNeelo.Istayedwhenhecheated

onmemorethanoncebutIwasthepopaye.AnA

classclownandkepallwakegohema..

Neelo:Babybreath,forthebaby.BreathWawa,heis

notworthyourtearssweetheart.

Wawa:Mystupidheartloveshim buthedoesn't

knowme.Iw8shheknewmeasapersonthanhe

kneweveryinchofmybody..Ican'tstayinthis

relationshipformysanity.Ineverbringupthe

cheatingbutIknowhewillcheatonmecauseI-I...

Sherubbbedherachingchestashiccupsalongwith



tearssoundedintheroom andAlexdidn'tknowhow

itcametothis.Howhebrokeherwithouteven

realisinghewasdoingthat.Theloudmouthandthe

overreactingwasadefensemechanism andhe

brokeher.Hecussedunderhisbreathashecovered

hisfacewithhishands.Hedidn'tmeanto,heswore

helovedherandhedidn'tmeantobreakherlikethis.

Wawa:IfeellikeIwasjustthereforsexandIfeel

usedbutit'smyfault.Ilethim treatmelike

this..Neeloithurtsandahh-

Sheletoutascream assherubbedherstomach.

Neelo:Babewhat'swrong?Wawa?

RhysheardthepanicinNeelo'svoiceandhelooked

ather.Shelookedathim.

Neelo:Wapelowee?

Wawa:Ihavecramps.

Neelo:Hospital.Urgcallthatgoodfornothingmanto

takeyoutothehospital.Reetla...



RhysfrownedhearingNeelocallhisbrotherthat.

Whatthehellwasgoingonhere?

Wawa:Okay(gruntinginpain)

Beforeshecouldcallhim thedooropenedandhe

walkedin.

Wawa:Gobotlhoko...

Hisheartthimpedagainsthischestpainfullyashe

lookedatherstate.Shewassupposedtohavra

stressfreebedrestandhewasthecauseofthe

stressandtheearlydoctor'sappointment.Hepicked

thecarkeysfrom thedresserandhepickedherup

aswell.

Helookedintohereyesandshelookedaway.Her

screamswokeSummerupandshewalkedoutof

herroom toseeAlexwalkingoutiftheroom

carryingaheavilypregnantWawa.Shewatched

from adistanceashewalkedalongthepassage.

Wawaclosedhereyesasthepainintensifiedbutit

couldn'tmatchherachingheart.Herheartfeltasif

shehadmorethanamillionpinspokingatitandshe



couldn'tmakeitstop.

Alexquicklyopenedthedoorandhelookedather.

Hedidn'twanttoplaceherdownsohecanunlock

thedoorbuthedidso.Wawakeptherhandsfirmly

aroundhertummyandwishedherlittlebambino

washanginginthereforher.

AtRhysand'shouse

NeelochangedclothesasRhysandworehis.Hestill

hadnoideawhatwasupbutNeelowasfuming.Her

facewaspink.

Rhys:WhatdidIdo?Whyareweangry?

Neelo:It'swhatyoudidn'tdo..

Sheslippedherfeetinherpushinandpickedher

phoneup.Maybehewilltakehertoaprivate

hospital.Theywillhavetotaketheirbestguess.

Rhys:Kante?



Neelo:Tilldeathdousapart.Ifyoudarecheatonme

orevenkissanotherwomanIwillputthoseshooting

lessinsthatstartnextweektogooduse.Bannake

diakamxm!Areye.

Shewalkedoutfirstandhefollowed.

Neelo:Esengkekibakibakampaforninemonths

RhysandMcKnight.

Rhys:Wha-

Neelo:Let’astartattheprivatehospitalfirstbefore

wecheckothers.

Shesteppedoutandthecoldbreezehadherrubbing

herhandstogether.Atleastshedressedwarm.

Rhysandopenedthecardoorforheranddecidedto

blameherragingpregnancyhormonesforthis

suddenoutburstofemotionthatwassoforeignto

him.Hepressedthekeyandthegateslidopen.

RhysandstartedthecarandNeelolookedatthe

phoneonherlap.



Atthehospital

WapelowasadmittedandAlexwaschasedout.He

hadnoonetoblamebuthimselfandnowlook.He

pacedupanddown,thehotelstaffpityingthefather

tobeandhopingthepregnantwomanwasgoingto

befine.Theyhadthefinestdoctorsaroundanda

skilledobstetriciantohelp.Alexliftedhisheadand

sawhisbrotheralongwithshortfianceemaking

theirwaytohim.TheglareNeelogavehim made

him wishhewassixfeetunder.

Neelo:It'syourfaultsoyouknow...

Alexwasabouttodefendhimselfbutthatwasthe

saddeningtruth.Neelowenttositdownonthe

benchandwilledherselftocalm down.Wapelowil

befine.Rhyslookedathisbrother,hewaslostand

heneededaveryclearexplanationonwhatthehell

wasgoingon.



Alexknewthatlookonhisbrother'sfaceandhewas

surehewasnothappy.Heknewhisbrotherhada

temperhekeptguardedatalltimesbecausehe

didn'twanttoturnintohisfatherandthesickening

realizationthatAlexhimselfwasturningintothe

fatherhesoloathedhithim inthetummyhealmost

vomitedonthefloor.BeforeRhyscouldspeaka

wordtwoladiesmadetheirwaytothem andRhys

frowned.

Alexwastoobusywithhisthoughtsandguiltthathe

didn'tnoticewhatRhyssaw.

Obstetrician:Wehavemanagedtostabilizeherand

sheisoutofthewo-

ShepausedasNeelomadeherwaytothem and

Marangwasabouttoaskwhythetallmanwho

lookedscarywaslookingatherwhenshesether

eyesontheladythatstoodbesideshim.Neelo

blinkedandfrownedandittookminutesbeforeAlex

realisedwhatwasgoingon.



Neelofeltsicktoherstomachassherubbeditand

excusedherselflookingforthebathroom.Therest

ofthem stoodtherewithquestionsintheirheads.

.

.

.

*

*

*

Ididtellyouthisweekendwillbefun
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Atthehospital

Marang'seyeswerefixatedonNeelowho

disappearedalongthecorridor.Shewasconfused

andshelookedattheotherpeople.Sheclearedher

throat.

Marang:Uhm I-I...

ShewasstillconfusedandRhysandexcused

himselffollowingthepathtakenbyNeelo.The

obstetriciantookoverafterestablishingthatAlex

wasWapelo'sbabydaddyandtoldhim thestateof

hercurrentpatient.

ThelasttimeMaranghadbeenthisperpelexedwas

whenshewasstillateenagerandsherubbedher



temples.Itfeltlikelookingatherselfthrougha

mirror.Oncehercolleaguewasdonetalkingshe

askedAlexthemostrandom question.

Marang:What'shername?

Alex:Neelo.

HeprovidedandexcusedhimselftogoseeWapelo

inthematernityward.Marangsavedthenameto

memory.ShehopedNeelowasokay,shedidn'tlook

sogood.

Inthebathroom Neeloheavedupsomemoreas

Rhysandrubbedherback.Hehadnoideawhat

happenedbackthere.Whenshewasdonehehelped

heronherfeet.

Rhys:Better?

Shenoddedandheledhertothesinktorinseher

mouthandwashherhands.



Neelo:Tellmethatladydoesn'tlooklikemeRhysand.

Rhysandfacedtheotherway.Itwasobvious,they

didn'tlookliketwinsbuttheyhadsimilarfeaturesit

washardnottosaytheydidn'tlookalike.

Neeloheldbacktears.

Neelo:Ngng...Rhysandwedon'tlookalikeI'm the

onlychildandmyparentsnevercheatedoneach

other...

Rhys:Babycalm down.

Neelo:GaretshwaneRhys(wedon'tlookalike)

Shesaidthatoverandovertryingtoconvince

herselfbutsheknewwhatshesaw.Therealization

thattherehadbeeninfidelityinherparentsmarriage

didn'tsitwellwithher.Rhysjustheldherinhisarms.

Heliftedherfaceandwipedhertearsaway.

Rhys:Don'tstresstoomuchmarshmallow.Wewill

lookintoit.Takedeepbreathsokaybaby?



InWapelo'sroom Alexstoodbythedoor.His

consciencenotlettinghim walkinsideknowinghe

putherthere.Hestressedthepoorwomanandnow

shealmostgavebirthtooearly.Hebreathedin

beforehedecidedtowalkinsideandfacewhathe

didtoher.

Hesatdownnexttoherbythebedandhewatched

thewayhereyesfilledupwithtearsandshetried

hardtoblinkthem backbuttheycascadeddownher

chubbycheeks.Hegentlyremovedtheoxygenmask

andwipedhertearsbutthesubtleshiftofherhead

toldhim thatthegesturewasnotappreciated.He

placedthemaskbavkandlookedather.Forthefirst

timehesawthebrokenher.Shealwaysmaskedit

withbeingloudandotherthanthatshewasright.He

hadnoideawhoWapelowasandtherealizationhit

hisheartaswouldaspearandleftitbleeding.She

knewhim buthedidn'tknowherashisgirlfriendand

themotherofhisfirstchild.

Alex:I'm sorry.



Shebreathedheavilyunderthemaskbeforeshe

removeditandturnedherheadtofacehim.

Wawa:IhavetoleavebeforeI-Ilosemyself.

Alextokkherhandsinhisandkissedthem.

Alex:WawaIloveyou.IswearIcandobetter.

Wawaremovedherhandsandshookherhead.She

wastheonetoalwaysgobacktohim afterhe

cheated.Shechasedafterhim whenhewastheone

inthewrong.Howfoolishofhertobelievethatsuch

amanwouldloveher.Suchapromisehasbeen

madebeforeandhedidn'thesitatetobreakit.She

hadmadehim thecentreofherworldanditbroke

herevenmorethatshewasn'teventhatimportantin

his.Shewastheonewhohadtobegtoseehis

family.

Wawa:Ican't.I-Ican'tdothisanymore.Youwantme

becauseyoufeelguiltythatIalmostlostyourson.

You..Alexdon'tloveme.

Alex:IloveyouWapelo.Iam sorryforeverything.

Wawa:Sorryisjustawordyoucasuallythrewmy



wayknowingIwouldjumpthatyouchoseme

insteadofthesidechickorthegirlwhohadyour

attentionatthattime.Iwatchedyoutoleratemylove.

Ifit’sallinmyheadtellmenow.IfIgotitwrong

somehow.Atsomepointmyloveshouldbe

celebratedbutiwatchedyoutolerateitAlex.Idon't

wantthat.IwanttobelovedfullyforwhoIam.

ShestoppedtobreathandAlexhatedtheideathat

shewantedtoleavehim.Theycanfixthis,aslong

astheyloveeachother.

Wawa:I'llpackmythingsonceI'm released.Mymom

willtakemehome.Wewillcomeupwithaco-

parentingplan.

Alexbreathedheavily.Hewasamanhedidn'tcry.

Alex:Youcan'tdothistousWapelo.

Wawa:YoudidthisAlex.YoushowedmethatIam

notthewomanyouwouldjumpthroughhoopsof



firefor.ThatIam notthewomanworthyourtimeor

worthlaughingwithandbeingcomfortablewith.I

gainedtheweightofyouthenlostit.TrustmeIcan

doit.Don'tmakethisharderthanitis.Youalways

haveareplacementreadysoletherstepinandwin

yourheartover.Iam donetryingtoputmyselfin

therebecauseclearlyIdon'tbelongthere.

Helookedupatherandshewasserious.Theloud

andcarefreeWawawasgonereplacedbythebroken

versionhecraftedhimselfandshewantednoneof

thathalffulllovehegaveher.

Wawa:Thatisall.Youcango.Youneverreallygavea

damnandit'sfine.GoAlex!Leave!

Hesighedanddidn'tevenhavetheenergytofight

herdecisionwiththefearthatshemightget

stressedagain.Maybeafterthebabyisherethey

willtalk.Apartofhim hatedhimselfforwhathe

turnedherintoandthatshehashadenoughof



toleratinghisbullsh*t.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andhesawRhyswith

Neelo.Neelohadpuffyeyesbutthelookshegave

him couldverywellkillhim ifshewilledittobedone

so.

Neelo:BabeletmecheckonWapelo.I'llbeback.

SheleftRhysandandwalkedpastAlexasifhewere

amerestatuethatdidn'tdeservehertime.Wasthat

thesweetNeeloRhysandhadintroducedtohim?

HesatnexttohisbrotherandRhysandhadwanted

togivehisbrotherthebenefitofthedoubtwhen

Neelotoldhim exactlywhytheywerehereatthe

hospitalwhentheycouldbedoingbetterthingslike

strengtheningtheirownchildandconsummating.

Rhys:Isittrue?



Alex:That?

Hewasn'tsurehelikedhisbigbrother'stone.

Rhys:Thatyoucheated.

Alexdidn'tknowwhattosay.Hedidn'tknowthatit

hadaffectedWawathatmuchandshealwayssaid

sheforgavehim forthatattheend.

Rhyskepthiscool.Theywereinpublicandhehated

unnecessaryscenes.

Rhys:IhatethatyouareslowlyturningintothemanI

spenthalfofmylifeprotectingyoufrom.Itstarted

justlikethat.Cheatingonmotherbeforethephysical

abusestartedandIhateforyoutoturnlikethat

scumbagbutthenit'syourownlife.

Alexfeltsosickthathewasbeingcomparedtohis

fatherandRhysandwasn'tlying.Notbyalongshot

andthatjustbotheredhim somemore.Itwasablow

hedeliveredlethallywithnoneedforphysicalfists.

Rhys:Careful.Youmightjustloseeverythingyou



holddearandyouwillbetoblame.Nooneelse.

Thatwasallhesaidbeforehestoodupandhe

walkedtotheroom Wawawasin.Hestoodupand

rubbedhiseyes.Wapelosaiditwasoverandhe

didn'tknowhowheshouldacceptthat.Hewalked

outofthehospital.Heneededtogethisheadright

orbetteryetnumbthethoughgsandemotions.

AfterNeeloandRhyshadcheckedonWawato

makesureshewasfinethetwodeemeditbetterto

leave.Unfortunatelyavoicecalledouthernameand

Neeloturned.Shesuckedinadeepbreathand

Rhysandrubbedherarm.

Marang:Iapologiseforwhathappenedearlierare

youokay?

Neelo:Iam.Thankyouforasking,it'snothing.

Marangnoddedanddidn'tknowwhattosaynext.

Marang:Uhm I'm MarangColton..



Neelo:I'm NeeloRhysand..

.

.

.

Tomorrowisyetanotherdate.Goodnight.
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Atthehospital

Neelo:NeeloRhysandMcKnight..

Shesaidagainassheextendedherhandand

Marangshookit.

Marang:Nicetomeetyou.Uhm Idon'tknowifthisis

therightplacetoaskquestions...

Neelosuckedinadeepbreath.Shedidn'tthinkit

wastherightplaceeither.

Marang:CanIhaveyournumberandIwillcall.When

you'renotbusyandIam notbusyaswell.

Marangtookoutherphonefrom hercoatpocket

andshehandedNeelothephone.Rhysandlookedat



thetwoladiesandheknewitdidn'ttakearocket

scientisttoassumetheymayberelatedinaway.

Neelopagedherselfinthephoneandhandeditback

toMarang.

Marang:Thankyou.

NeelonoddedandMarangwalkedaway.Shehadso

manyquestionsandshedidn'tknowhowshewas

goingtoaskherfather.Sheneededtosleepatthis

point.

Rhys:Let'sgetyouhome.Wehavehadaneventful

day.

Neelo:That'sforsure..

Theywalkedaway.

AtAlex'shouse

Heknockedonthedooracoupleoftimes.Hewas

justabouttogothebarwhenhehittheu-turnand



camebackhome.Rhysand’swordsabouthim being

liketheirfatherstillwouldn'tleavehisheadandhe

didn'tknowhowtodealwithitatthispoint.Summer

heardthebangingandsheworehergown.Ithad

beenahotnightandshewasonlyinherpanties.

Shewalkedtothedoorandunlockedit.Alexwas

aloneandhelookedlikehehasbeenthroughalot

already.

Summer:Areyouokay?Whathappened?

Itwasthesoftnessandtheconcerninhervoicethat

hadhim sittingdownonthecouchandwantingto

weepforwhathehadlost.Wawahadbeenlikethis

thefirstfewmonthsandhealwaysshutdownher

concernwithblisteringkissesbecauseatthattime

hehadnotbeenlookingforalifepartner.

Summersatnexttohim andrubbedhisbackashe

placedhisheadonhisknees.Hermother'swarning

aboutbeingclosetoherbossamplified.Shesaid



shedidn'twantherdaughtertobeahomewrecker

aspeoplebelievedmaidstostealotherpeople's

men.Shedidn'tseethatthough,shehasknownAlex

from waybackandshedidn'twanttostealhim

unlesshewantedtobestolenwhichwasnotthe

case.AlexliftedhisheadandlookedatSummer's

bigeyesthatwerefilledwithsomuchconcernthatit

touchedthedepthsofhisheart.Hiseyeswenttoher

softlipsandhewantedtoallowhimselftotasteher.

Shestartedtospeakbuthewatchedthewayherlips

curvedandhefoundhimselfholdinghercheekand

kissingher.Atfirstshefrozebutsherelaxedand

kissedhim back.Hisroughhandspushedthegown

andhesqueezedherbreasts.Shemoanedintohis

mouthandatthatmoanhismindreplayedhow

WawawascryingtellingNeeloabouthowhewas

goibgtocheatonher.Thefactthatshehadbeen

sureandhewasnow...

Hestoppedandforcedhimselfonhisfeet.He

coveredhisface.Whatwaswrongwithhim?

Summerquicklyfixedherselfupandstooduponher



feet.Sheknewshewassellingherselfshortbut

hey...

Summer:It'sokay.I'llbeinmyroom if..ifyouwantto

continueoranything...

Shewalkedawayandlefthim therewithhis

thoughts.Alexcursedunderhisbreath.Hewasa

mess.Wapelowasinthehospital,shealmostlost

theirchildandhewashere.Wantingtof*cktheir

maid.Hewasaselfishbast*rdthat'sforsure.

Thefollowingmorning

AtMarang'shouse

Shecouldn'tsleepandJoshuawasstillsleeping.

Shepickedherphoneupanddecidedtosearch

NeeloonFacebook.InsteadshefoundaNeelo



Jonesandshelookedlikethegirlshemetatthe

hospital.Shewentthroughherpicturesandshe

suckedinadeepbreath.Sheneverknewherfather

andmmaiyehadsaidhermothernevertalkedabout

herdad.

Joshuaopenedhiseyesandhepulledhiswifeto

him.

Joshua:Sweetness?

Marang:Imighthaveasibling.

Herhusbandpausedandsheturnedtofacehim.

Marang:Scaryisn'tit?

Joshua:Areyousure?

Marang:Imetsomeonewhohassimilarfeaturesas

me.Shelooksabitliketheyoungerme..

Sheshookherhead.Shewilldealwiththatlater.

Marang:Ihavebabyfever..

Joshua:Herewegoagain..



Sherolledhereyes.

Marang:Thequadsarealmost7..

Joshua:Mara-

Marang:wagana?Justababyandmegettingoffthe

pill.It'snotasifwecan'tprovideforanotherchild.

Shegotoutofthebedandwalkedtothebathroom.

Sherubbedherface.

AtRuby'shouse

Shewokeupandcheckedherphone.Notevena

singlemissedcallnoratextfrom Peter.Wasshe

annoyinghim orwassheexpectingtoomuchfrom

somethingthatwasnothing?It'snotasifheasked

hertobehisgirlfriendbutweren'ttheyheadedthat

way?Shesighedandplacedherphonedown.What

wouldhappenifshestoppedtalkingtohim first

becauseshewasusuallytheonewhocalledfirstor

texted.Sheshouldn'tevenbethisdesperatetobein



anewrelationshiptobeginwith.Shewouldlethim

gocauseitseemedasifshewastheonlyonehere

seeingthem assomethingmore.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand'shouse

RhysandturnedtofaceNeelo'ssideofthebedand

shewasn'tinbed.Shewalkedoutthebathroom and

satbytheedgeofthebed.

Rhys:Morning..

Neelo:RhyI-Iam confused.

Rhys:About?

Neelo:EverythingjusthappenedsofastandIdon't

knowhowmybrainwillprocessthis.Rhysyohke

confusedtothelastnumber.

Rhys:Rightnowyoudonothavetoworrytoomuch.

Neelo:Iam worriedmmekana.Thepossibilityofyou



goingtojailan-

Rhys:Youpromisedthatyouarenotstressingabout

that.

Shelookedupandrubbedhertummy.

Rhys:Wearegoingtofocusonthenowandallthe

memorieswearegoingtomakemarshmallowand

thatisthat.

Neelo:Okay.

Rhys:Don'tworryyourprettylittlehead.Icanhandle

it.

Neelo:Yessir.

Rhys:Comehere.

Shecrawleduptohim onthebedandheheldthe

backofherheadtokissher.



Atthehospital

Wawawokeupasthenursewasleavingfoodforher.

Shewasn'tsureshewasgoingtolovehospitalfood

butshehadleftherphoneandhadusedNeelo's

phonetocallhermothertocomeover.

Sherubbedherbabybumpandliftedherfingersto

herlipsbeforesheplacedthem onhertummy.

Wawa:Iam sorryIputyouindangerbuddy.Iam so

sorrybabyandIpromisethatitwillneverhappen

again.OnGod!

Shereassuredthegrowingfoetusandhemadehis

presenceknownbydeliveringakickandshehalf

laughed.Thatwasonestrongkick.

Wawa:Iloveyoutoobaby.



AtAlex'shouse

AlexsighedashegotreadytocheckonWapelo.He

pickedupherphoneandhemanagedtoopenit

sincetherewasnopassword.Itwashisphonethat

hadpasswordsandfingerprintstobeopenedand

sheneverevenaskedtotouchit.Hewantedtoputit

downbecausewhatifshefoundoutbutthenagain

shewasn'tgoingtoknowatall.Hefoundhimself

goingthroughhermessagesandherFacebook

messageswheresheignoredsomanyhi'sfrom

guys.

Shedidn'tevenrespondthem.Whatdidthatsay

abouthimself?Eversinceshecamebackafterthat

lastcheatingsagaandtheirshortbreakhehas

neverevencheatedonher.Hethoughtbacktowhat

shesaidonthephonelastnightandheclosedhis

eyes.Summermusthaveposedasathreattoher

andthefactthatshesaidhewasgoingtocheatand

thefirstthinghedidwhenhecamebackwasalmost



f*ckingSummer.HewentthroughherWhatsApp

andsherarelytalkedtoalotofpeopleexcepther

family,twoorthreeworkmatesandNeelo.He

openedthewardrobeandgotoneofherbagsto

packhersomeclothes.Heknewshedidn'twantto

seehim buthecared.

MinuteslaterhewalkedoutandSummerwasonthe

couch.Shameoverwhathedidyesterdaycrossed

overhisfeaturesandSummerignoredhispresence.

Sheactedsocheaplastnightandhewasprobably

firingher.

Alex:Let'spretendlastnightneverhappened.For

whatit'sworthI'm sorryIputyouinthatpositionas

youremployer.

Summer:Okay.Imadebreakfast.

Alex:Iwon'tbeeatingbreakfast.Wecrossedaline

thatshouldn'thavebeencrossed.

Summer:Whatline?Yesterdayneverhappened.It



neverhappened.Notatall.

Alex:Good.Nomentionofthistoanyone.

Shenoddedandheletoutasmilethatdidn'tquite

reachhiseyesashenoddedandwalkedoutofthe

house.Summercouldrememberhowhiskissfelt

andthewayhishandsfeltonherbody.Likehewas

amanincontrolwhoknewwhichbuttonstopress

tohaveawomanlongtobetouchedbyhim again

andagainandagain.Thememorywouldneverbe

wipedawayfrom hermind.

AtRhysand'shouse

MaranghadlookedupMarangonFacebookandshe

wassopretty.Notthatshedidn'tseeherbeautylast

night,shehadbeensoconfusedandalothad

happened.Shesavedapictureandshewenttoher

contacts.Shestoppedonherfather'snumberand

askedherselfifitwaswiseforhercallhim andask



nowortomeetMarangsotheycouldtalkbeforeshe

calledherfather?

Shedidn'tknowbutitwasgoingtoeatherupbut

thiswasnew.ShemetMarangyesterday.Ithasnot

beenawholedaysinceshemetherandalreadyshe

wantedtoaskdaddy.Sheplacedherphonedown.

Shewassuchadaddy'sgirlanditshowed.She

shouldwaitforaweekbeforesheaskedhim andall.

Rhyswalkedinthebedroom andshelookedupat

him.

Rhys:Ithinkitsomehowslippedmymind...

Neelo:What?

Rhys:Thedaywegotengagedyourbridepriceand

damageshadalreadybeenpaidthatmorning.

Herjawslackened.Hewhat?

Rhys:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Neelo:Whydidn'tanyonetellme?



Rhys:Nowyouknow.

Shepickedapillowandthrewithisway.Hecaughtit

Neelo:Iloveyouevenifyouarethissecretive.

Helaughedandthrewitback.

Neelo:WewillcheckonWawalatermmeakere?

Rhys:Eemma.

Atthehospital

WawasilentlywatchedAlexputthestuffhecame

withdownandhesatdown.

Alex:Howareyoufeeling?

Sgewantedtochasehim outbutno,shemadethe

mistakeofmakinghim herbabydaddynotthather

babywasamistakebutAlexwas.

Wawa:Betterthanyesterday.

ShewastightlippedandAlexfiguredhewasn't



goingtogetanythingoutofher.

Alex:WapeloIstilllov-

Wawa:Idon'twanttohearit.Wearejustgoingtoco-

parent.Nothingless,nothingmore.

Shejustgavehim thefreedom todoashepleased

withanywomanhewanted.Heshouldbejumping

forjoynotconfessinghisloveforherwhichhefailed

toprovejustafewhoursagoandallthistimethey

hadbeentogether.

Alex:Canyouthinkthisthrough?Please?Iam so

sorry,Iwilltrytodorightbyyou...

Wawa:Mendorightbythewomentheylovethefirst

time.Iam doneAlexandyoucan'tconvinceme

otherwise.

Hesighedandlookedather.Whydidhehavethis

guiltthatsheknewwhathedidlastnight?Itwas

guiltbecauseheknewitwaswrongandthatshehad



beenrightabouthim.

Wawa:Afterheisbornwewilldrawupaco-

parentingplanthatwayeachofushasequalaccess

tohim andtherearenoissuesofhewehewekegana

kangwanaandstufflikethat.

Alex:Asyouwish.

Wawa:Thankyou.

Henoddedandstoodup.Hewilltrysomeothertime.

Wawasuckedinadeepbreathbeforeshespoke.

Wawa:Alex?

Helookeduoather.

Wawa:Dorightbythenextwomaninyourlife,better

yourselfforher.Gettoknowherasanindividualand

notjustherbody.Takeheroutondatesandmake

herfeellikealittleteenagerwhoisdeeplyloved.

Don'tcheatonherbecauseasmuchaswomen

forgivecheatingitbreaksthem eachandeverytime

becausetheyfeelliketheylackedsomethingandit's



notsomethingyouhealfrom fully.

Thatchippedapartofhisheartbecausehenever

didthatwithherandshehadlovedhim still.Hewas

suchafool.Hecouldn'tevenbarethethoughtof

anothermanlovingherrightandhissoncallingthat

mandaddytoo.

Wawa:Thankyouforbringingtheseoverandallthe

bestinyourfutureendeavours.

Wawasaidtryingtoinjectabitofenergyintoher

sentence.

Alex:Iloveyou.

Wasallhesaidbeforehewalkedout.Itfeltlikehe

lostsomethingimportantandhedidn'tknowhowto

getitback.Hewillchange.Hesworeonhisunborn

child'slife.



AtRhysand'shouse

Neelo'sphonerangandshepickedup.

Neelo:Hello?

Caller:IsthisNeelo?KeMarang.

Neelo:HiMarang.

Marang:Areyoufreetomorrow?IhopeIam not

beingtooupinyourfaceoranythinglikethat..

Neelo:Notatall.Iam freetomorrow..

Marang:Canwemeet?Evenifit'sjustlunch..

Neelo:Sure.YoucansendthedetailsandI'llbethere.

Marang:thankyou.Uhm bye.

Neelo:Bye.

Shehungupandsheplacedthephonedown.That

wasthefirststep.

4MONTHSLATER
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InsideRhysand’soffice

HehatedthatNeelowascaughtinbetweenhis

dealingsandthatlawyerwasusinghertowinover

Neelo.Goodthingthatcameoutofthedealwasthat

whathehadplannedinitiallywastakingplaceand

hewassubtlyextractinghimselfandhisbrother

from theillegalbusiness.Theyhadenoughmoneyto

lastthem twentyyearsifusedwisely.Hisassets

weresafelysignedovertoNeelososheandNate

wouldhavefinancialsecurity.Ontopofthathewas

alotmoreinvolvedwiththisbusinessandhecame

torealiseitwasmakingmoneyevenifitwasstarted

asafront.

Hisphonerangandasmilecurvedonhislipsashe



answered.

Rhys:Marshmallow?

Neelo:HeyRraagweNate.Iwasjustcheckingupon

you.

Rhys:Youwantsomething.

Neelo:Idonot..

Rhys:YouforgetthatIknowyousweetheart..

Neelo:WhenshouldIdropthisfaçade?Ketenega

goregakemmonaheimarn!(IgetangrywhenIsee

him)

Hechuckledandrubbedhisstubbledjaw,her

pregnantselfdidn'tshavehim likehewould've

preferredbutitwastheeffortthatcounts.Itall

camefrom averygoodplace.

Rhys:Maternityleaveyaagoesimollaleng?(whenis

yourmaternityleavestarting)

Neelo:Fridayandit'sstillaTuesday.GoshIam

exhaustedRhysand.Nateisexhausting.

Rhys:Iknowbaby...



Neelo:Ihavetogo.WewilltalklaterandIam tiredof

thiscover(whispering)suemebutketired.

ShehungupandRhysandplacedthephonedown.

AtNeelo'soffice

FeelingmorelikeawhaleNeelomovedbackasthe

devil'sadvocatewalkedinwithasmugsmileinhis

face.Ohhowshewishedshecouldwipeitoffwitha

singleslapbutpatience.Ifherfutureselfhadtold

hershewouldhavetotoleratethishuman's

companyinthenearfutureshewouldhavechosen

deathasthebetteroption.Shehidherhandsand

slippedherringsoffandopenedthedrawersto

placethem there.

Petermadehimselfcomfortableandlookedather.

Ohthecasewascomingalongfine.Itwasn'tasifhe

wasnotgoingtocomeatMcKnightforeverything



hehad,hewasgoingtoandhewantedtoletNeelo

believehemightgetalessersentence.Whatdidshe

knowaboutlawanyway?Twobirdskilledwithone

verypowerfulstone.Hegetsthegirlandhetakes

downthebadguy.Shakinghisheadhefocusedon

herandsmiled.Shehadthatpregnancyglowpeople

alwayssaidwomenhad.Hecouldimagineher

swollenwithhischildandthoseprettyeyesshining

upathim.

Neelobreathedin.Shewantedtotellhim offbutshe

hadtoputonanOscarworthyperformance.

Neelo:HeyPete(smiling)

Peter:Hi.Howwasyourday?

Neelo:Stressful.AndincaseyouwerewonderingI

willbeleavingthecitysoon.

Peter:Why?

Neelo:Mymotherneedsmebackatthevillage.Plus

Iam sixmonthsshewantsmethere.Akereyousaid



Ishouldn'tbringachild?

Peter:Yes.Yes.Whysosoon?

Neelo:Doyoueverarguewitholdwomen?

Helaughedandshejoinedin.

Peter:Iguessnot.

Neelo:Exactly.

Sheputherhandstogetherandshewilledhereyes

toproducetears.Allshehadtodowasthinkofthe

prospectoflosingRhysandandvoilatearsonsight.

Neelo:AndPeter?

Sheinjectedthattonethatsoundedmorelikeaplea

mixedwithgratitude.

Peterlookedathereyes.Hismemorytookhim back

towhenhebrokeherheartandshewasjustas

broken.

Peter:Yes?



Hereachedouttotouchherhands.Shedidn'thave

McKnight’sringaswell.Thatfilledhim upwithpride.

Neelo:Thankyouforsavingme.I-I...(breathing

in)He...

Peter:Whatisitprincess?Ihatethatyoustilllive

withthatmonsterandIwishthiscanhappensooner

buttrustme.Itwill.

Neelo:yo-uknowhisfamilyhistoryandthat

week(shefacedawaysniffing)

Petergentlymadeherfacehim andrubbedher

hands.

Neelo:WhenIwasn'tintheofficeandItoldyouIwas

sick,hebe-ohGod!

Shebrokedowncryingandcoveredherfacewithher

hands.Peterstoodupandwalkedtothesideofher

deskandforcedheronherfeet.Hehadbeenajerk

butMcKnightwasanevenbiggerjerk.



Heheldherinhisarmsandrubbedherbackasshe

sobbed.

Peter:Youcantalktome.Aboutanything..

AtWapelo'shouse

Wawarubbedherbaby'sbackandburpedhim.She

neededtogethim tosleepbeforeshecouldrelax

herself.Thesepastfourmonthshavebeenthebest.

Withhersonthreeandahalfmonthsold,

motherhoodwasoneofthebestexperiencesshe

haseverhadandsheknewitwasgoingtolastfora

lifetime.

Therewasaknockinthedoorandshewalkedoutof

herson'sroom holdinghim.

Wawa:Nanarobalamamaobatlagorobala(baby

sleepmommywantstosleep)



Herco-parentingwithAlexwasfineaswelland

sincehepaiddamages,theirsonwasusinghislast

name.

WawaopenedthedoorandAlexsteppedin.She

walkedawayfrom thedoorandheclosedthedoor.

Alex:heyIcametocheckonyouguys.

Shesatdownandshestartedtorockthebabebut

hejuststaredatherwithhiscutesmallhandsinhis

mouth.Sheyawned.

Waw:That'skindofyou.Hewon'tsleep.

Alextookthebabyfrom herandhesawhisson's

eyeslightuptoo.Theymadethiscuteboytogether?

Alex:Youcancatchuponyoursleep.I'lkbewithhim.

Wawa:Sure?

Alex:Yes.Wewillbefinerightboy?(lookingatthe

baby)

Wawa:Thankyou..



Shestoodupyawningandsmiledlookingatherson.

ShekissedhissoftchubbycheekandgaveAlexan

appreciativeglancebeforeshewalkedaway.Alex

wistfullylookedatherasshewalkedtothe

bedroom.Wasittimetoshoothisshot?Again?

.

.

*

*

IthoughtIpostedthisbeforeIfellasleepbut

anyway...
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AtNeelo'soffice

Neelostoppedcryingandescapedhisembrace.She

wantedtocringebutshehadtodothis.

Peter:Whatisit?

Neelo:He-uhm...hesuspectedthatIwasseeing

someoneandheslappedme.

Peter'sfacedrainedofallcolourashelookedat

Neelo'sredeyes.Hewonderedwhytherehadbeen

littlecommunicationandwhyshewasn'tatthe

office.

Peter:youshouldgetarestrainingorder...



Neelodabbedhereyeswithherfingersandshook

herhead.

Neelo:I'm leavinginaweek.Thereisnouseand

whatifhedoesitagain?

Peter:Iam sosorry..

Neelo:It'sokay.Ican'tbelieveIwasthisblindyou

know(sniffing)Ialwaysignoretheredflagandthe

guystakemeforfools.

Peter:NeeloIwillneverstopapologisingforever

cheatingonyou.Iwasafoolbutrealmendon'tlay

theirhandsonwomen.

Neelo:Isithardtofindamanlikemyfather?Aman

sohonourablethatlovesmefully?

Shelookedupbitingherlipbeforesheblewabreath

andlookedatthedesk.

Peter:Goodmenarestillthere.

Neelocheckedthetimeashereyeswidened

Neelo:Ifhefindsyouhere-



Peter:Wewilldealwithhim.

Hehuggedherandkissedhercheek.Awetkissfor

thatmatterandlookedintohereyes.Hepushedher

hairback.Shedidn'tdeserveanyofthis.

Peter:Ipromoseyou,youwillbesafeokay?

Shenoddedandhekissedhercheekonceagainand

movedback.Hewalkedtothedoorasshesatdown.

Peter:Bye..

Neelo:Bye(smilingtearfully)

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Neelobreathed

inandshewantedtoscrubPeteroffher.Shewas

sureRhyswasclosewithhisstuff.Sheopenedher

deskdrawerandworeherrings.Theyfitsoperfectly

onherfinger.Shesmiledandplacedherringhand

ontopofher8monthbelly.

Neelo:Natejustknowthatweloveyoubabyboy.



AtNeelo'sparentshouse

MaNeeloatfirsthadbeenthinkingthatherhusband

wasbluffingwhenhesaidNeelosawsomeonewho

lookslikeherbutitwasn'tajoke.Shedidn'tlikethis

onebitbutshehadtobeopenandwelcomethisgirl

intoherfamily.AlreadyRhysandwasapartofher

familynowanothergirl.

RaNeelosmiledasMarangspokeoverthephone.

Theyhaddonetesttwomonthsagoandtheycame

backamatch.From therehewantedtofindouthow

hisformerloverhadmanagedtohidethepregnancy

from him.Hewaitedmonthsandafterayearwent

byhedecidedtomoveonbecauseshenolonger

camebacktothevillage.Atthetimehewasstill

learningtheropesfrom hisfatheratthefarm andall

hehadwasthevanthatnownolongerworksbut

waslovedbackintheday.

Marang:Areyoulistening?

RaN:Yes.Goon...



Marang:Imeanuhm wehavetalkedandmetand

Neeloiswonderful.Feelsgoodtohavealittlesister

actually.

Helaughed.

RaN:Wellshehasbeenanonlychildandyoutwo

aresimilar...

Marang:It'stheheightnothingmore(laughing)She

saidshewillbethereandIwasthinkingthatyoucan

meetmykidswhoareyourgrandkidsandmy

husbandwhenshegoesthere.Wearecomingalong

too.

Anotherinterestingfact.Hehadgrandkids.Hejust

didn'tknowwhyMarang'smotherhadkeptheraway

from him.Hewasn'tgoingtodenythepregnancy

andshehadbeenhisfirstlovetobehonest.When

hesawMarangheknew,Maranghadhereyesand

evenablindmancouldseethatshewashis

daughter.

Ran:Thatwouldbegreat.Icannotwait.



Marang:Eerra.Iwillcalllaterandbye.

Maranghungupandsmiled.Shehopedshewasnot

movingontoofast.RaJoshhasbeenandwill

alwaysbeagreatfatherfiguretoherbutshehad

spentyearsofherchildhoodandteenlifelongingfor

adadbuttofindoutthatheneverdeniedherjust

thathermotherhadhidthepregnancyfrom him and

hewassurprisedtofindouthermotherdiedwhen

shewasatoddler.Therewasapaininhiseyesat

thatstatementthathecouldn'tjusthideandapart

ofherblamedhermother.Theywouldhavebeena

familyandmaybesomeoftheterriblethingsthat

happenedwhenhergrannydiedwouldhavenever

happened.Shesighedandstoodup.Yetanotherday

ofdutyandanotherdaynotpregnant.Yayforher

husbandforrefusingtogiveheranotherchild!

AtWapelo'shouse

ThreehourslaterWapelowokeupfrom herwell



needednapandsheyawned.Shedidn'thearany

babycrieswhenshewasasleep.Shegotupand

lookedatherbreasts,sheforgottowearthebreast

padsandnowlook.Shechangedhert-shirtand

walkedtothesittingroom whereshefoundtheboys

sleepingsoundly.Shetiptoedbacktoherroom and

grabbedherphone.Shewalkedbackandtook

picturesofthem sleeping.Theclicksoundwokeup

AlexashelazilyopenedhiseyesandWawaslidthe

phoneinthebackpocketofherjean.

Alexyawnedlookingather,hercurvesweremore

prominentandherskinstillglowed.

Wawa:ShouldItakehim?

Alex:It'sokay(lookingdownathisboy)Iwasputting

him tosleepanditwasn'tmyintentiontofallasleep.

Wawa:It'sokay.Youknowhowyoursongets...

Hechuckledandlookedatthesleepingbaby.He

wassocomfortableonhischest.Wawalookedat

thebabyaswell.Shesatnexttohim tolookather

baby'ssleepingface.Shehadbeensofascinatedby



hissmallfeatureswhenhewasborn.

Alex:Bonagoreredirilengwanaomontle(wemadea

beautifulbaby)

Wawa:Ihatetoadmititbutloookathim(inababy

voice)

Helaughedandsheslappedhisarm.

Wawa:You'regoingtowakehim up..

Alexlookedbackatthesleepingbabe.

Wawa:Nxobathong.Icouldstareathim allday.

Thankyou.

Alex:Forwhat?

Wawa:ForKgosi..

Alex:Ishouldbethankingyou...

Thetwoadmiredtheirbabywhowassleepingwith

nocareintheworld.

.

.

.
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AtWapelo'shouse

Thebabycoughedinhissleepandtheystopped

lookingathim asWawastoodup.

Wawa:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Henodded.Wawawasaprettygoodcookandhe

closedhiseyeswhenheusedtodeclineheroffers

tocookwithher.Heusedtheexcusethathewas

busyorthathewassimplytired.Thepastfour

monthshavebeensuchaneyeopenerforhim.He

stoodup,carefulnottowakeKgosiandhewalkedto

thebedroom Kgosisleptin.Hegentlyplacedthe



childinthecotandlookedattheirsmallcreationfor

afewsecondsbeforecoveringhim upandwalking

out.

HewalkedinsidethekitchenandWapelolookedat

him.

Wawa:It'sjustfishandchips.Iwon'tbelong.

Alex:Ihavetime.

Shenoddedandwentbacktopeelingthepotatoes

astheoilheatedupinthepan.Thefishwasonthe

counterandhefoldedhisshirtsleeves.

Alex:Icanhelp.Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Wawa:Iwon'tbelongmmekana.



Alex:Twoisbetterthanone..

AnostalgicfeelinglodgedinWapelo'schest.How

canshemisssomethingsheneverhad?Atonepoint

shehadgivenuptryingtobondwithhim andnow

shewantedtoputadistancebetweenthem buthe

wasdoingsomethingshegadwishedhehadtimeor

energytodowithher.

Alexdidn'tmissthewayhereyesstoppedshining

andhowsheputdowntheknife.Shewipedher

handonherloosepantsandflashedasmile.

Wawa:Doyouknowhowtopeelpotatoes?

Alex:Iwilldomybest.

Shenoddedandmovedfrom thecounterasshe



seasonedthefish.Hewatchedherforagood

minutebeforehepeeledthepotatoes.

AtRhysand'soffice

RhysandmadesureNeelowasseatedandshere-

readthedocuments.Shelastsawthedocuments

threemonthsago.Hehadpickedherupfrom work

andasmuchasshehatedthathesignedeverything

inhisnametoher,hemadeherseeitwasforthe

best.

Sheplacedthepapersdownandplayedwiththe

ringsonherfinger.Shelookedupathim andsighed.

Neelo:Ihopetheydon'thavesolidinformationon

you.IwantNatetogrowupwithhisfatherinhislife.

Rhys:AndIwillbethere.



Neelo:IknowIcan'tchangethepastandwhatmade

youchoosecrimeasabetteralternative..

Hesighed.Atthattimeithadseemedlikeafastway

tomakecash.Hewasusedtomakibgalotof

moneyatonegohencenotusinghisdegreepost

graduation.

Rhys:Iam sosorrythatrightnowweareinthismess.

Neelolookedupathim withunshedtears,Peter

might'veplayedrightintotheirtrapbutsheknew

thatherhusbandwasgoingtojailonewayor

another.Alonetearrolleddownhercheeksand

Rhysandusedhisthumbtowipeitaway.

Neelohatedthatsmallvoicethattoldherthatshe

willhavetosaygoodbyesoonerratherthanlater.

ShewantedRhystoholdtheirbabysoninhishands.

Herchilddeservedtobeheldbyhisdad.Herlips

trembledasshetriednottocrybutapainfulsound



escapedherthroatandshestilldidn'ttakehereyes

offhim.

Neelo:I-I(stoppingassheshookherhead)

Rhys:Babewesaidwearenotgoingtostress

ourselves...

Hesaidlookingintohereyes.Hesawtheunmasked

painbehindthosebrownswirls.Thetearsthat

startedtorolldownuninvitedandhesawtheway

hercheatrose,herfullbreastsrisingwithitandhow

shehadbitdownherlipstostopthesobsthatwere

goingtofollow.

Rhys:Babe...

Neelo:WeneverhadtimetogetherRhysand(shaky

voice)Natehasn'tfeltafather'stouch...

Shesaid.Withashakybreathshestoppedtalking.

Shecommittedhisfeaturestomemory.Thatsmile

thathadagirldoingwhateverhewanted.Shedidhis



biddingatherownfreewill.Ahtheeyesthathad

capturedherattentiontheveryfirsttimetheymetat

thesalonandshecouldn'tbeartolosehim.They

hadbeentogetherforamereeightmonthsandthe

heavinessinherchestwasaheavinessshecouldn't

bear.Itwastooheavyforherandshesmiled,with

tearsrunningdownhercheeks.

SilentlyRhyswipedhertearsandheldhercheekin

hislargehandsandhesawthepleadinglookinher

eyes.Theyknewwhattheywereplanningwhy

couldn'ttheyjustrunawayandforgetitall?As

troubledashewas,heheldherheartinherhands

andhewasunintentionallymakingherheartbleed.

Profuselyforthatmatter.

Heplacedhisforeheadonhersandsheletthose

sobsescapehersoftpinklips.Hertearyeyeswere

silentlybegginghim tosaythatthiswasadream

andwasnotgoingtobetheirreality.Hekissedher

tearsandshedroppedherheadonhisshoulders



andletthetearsrolldownfullforce.

AtWapelo'shouse

AlexatethefoodandhestoleaglanceatWapelo

whohadeatenthefrenchfriesfirstbeforeshecut

intothefish.Wawafelthiseyesonherandshe

didn'tdareliftherhead,insteadshecontinuedtoeat

silently.

Alex:You'restillbeautifullikethefirsttimeImetyou

atthebank.

Wapelofinallylookedupandhesmiled.

Alex:Thoseformalpantslookedgoodonyouaswell.

Wapelo:That'sthepast...

Alex:Youhadacertainlightthatwasinyoureyes.



Wapelo:Iwasunbotheredatthattime..

Alex:Iknowyoustilldon'tbelieveIam sorrybutIam

andIstillloveyouWapelo.

Wawa:Wetalkedaboutthis.Wearestrictlyco-

parentingAlex.

Hesighedandrubbedhishead.Heplacedtheplate

downandlookedather.Hehaddimmedthatlightin

hereyesandhebreathedintohisfishsmelling

hands.

Alex:Inevershould'vesaidgoodbyetouswhenyou

saidweshouldbreakup.

Wawa:Don'tdothis...

Alex:What?ThatIstillloveyouWapeloandthatIam

onehellofaselfishbast*rdthatrealizedthathe

can'tlivewithoutyouthemomentyoustopped

takinghisbullsh*t.

Wapelostoodupwithherplateandheadedtothe

kitchenwiththeplate.Alexfollowedherandhe



thankedhisancestorsthatKgosiwasasleep.

Alex:Wapelomylifeisn'tcomplete.

Wawa:Idon'tcare.Idon'tcareAlexander!(voice

shaking)Youbrokeme.

Alex:IknowImadeyoubleed...

Wawa:Andyoudidn'tcareAlex!Iwanttohateyouso

bad..

Sheheldthecounter.

Alex:Iam sorry..

Wawa:Ican'tdothiswithyou.Idon'twantthisus

anymore.

Alex:Please!

Hepleadedandwalkedtoherasheheldherhands.

Sheremovedherhandstowipehertears.

Wawa:OurchapterisoveranddonewithAlex.Thank



youforKgosi,outofthetoxiclovewesharedcame

outsomethingbeautifulandIloveyoubutIcannot

bewithyouanymore.

Alexdefeatedmovedback.Shehadmadeupher

mind.

Alex:Wawaplease,ladybugjustonemorechance

andifIf*ckitupyoucanleave...

Hesaidashefelldownonhisknees.Forthefirst

timeinfrontofher.Hedidn'twanttoquitonthem

yet,heknewhehurtherbuthecanstitchherheart

backtonormal.

Wapelousedherarm tohideherfaceasshecried.

Hewasabittoolate,ifhehadcommittedhimaelf

intodoibgthiswaybeforesheleftshewouldhave

considereditandrejoicedoverthefactthathesaw

howhehurtheroverandover.Nowshewas

protectinghersanityandherheart.



Sheremovedhishandsfrom herkneesandmoved

overandhelookeddown.Tearsinhiseyes,needles

pokinghisheartanditwasn'tstopping.Hebreathed

heavilyashistearsfellonthewhitetile.

Wawa:I'm sorrybutIcan't...

Hestoodupandshesawthetearsinhiseyesashe

bitdownhislipandnodded.

Alex:Nosecondchancesthistime?

Hisvoiceshakingwasafirstandshenodded.

Alexwipedhistearsawayandlookedather.Helost

herandhehadtoacceptthatbutitfeltasifhis

chesthadbeenrippedapart.

Alex:Iwillrespectthat.
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AtWapelo'shouse

AlexletKgosiwraphishandonhisfingerandher

smiled.Awaveofsadnessrollingoverhim,shesaid

nobutmaybeitwastoosoon.Onlyfourminthshave

passedandhewaspushinghisluck.Didn'tmake

thingsbetterregardless.Kgositriedtoputhis

father'sfingerinhismouthandhechuckledpullingit

back.Alexpickedtheboyfrom hiscribandchecked

hisnappy,heneededanappychangeandhewas

surprisedthatKgosididn'tfuss.

Wapelostoodbythedoorwiththefreshlypumped

milkinherhand.Thiswaswhatworkedwhenhis

fatherwantedtofeedhim.Alexwassuchagood

fathertotheirboybuthehadfailedasafatherand



possiblelifepartner.Shehadacceptedthatandit

tooktwomonthstoletitsinkinthatshelethim go

forherownsanity.Lovewasn'talwaysenough.

Trustandloyaltyisthefoundationandonecan

choosewhotoloveoncethosetwowere

established.Theydidn'thavetrustnorloyaltyand

whosuddenlyhitsa360°changein16weeks?It

wasn'tpossible.Shewaswithhim formorethana

yearandheneverchangedforanything.

Sheshookherheadandwalkedin.Kgosiatarted

kickingandshesmiled.

Wawa:Thankyouforspendingthedaywithhim.

Alex:Iwillalwaysmaketimeformyson.

Wawa:Mmhm...

Sheplacedthebottledownandsmiledatherbaby

whosmiledbackasshewalkedoutleavingAlexwith

thebaby.Alexfeltthetensionandhehopeditwould

getbetter.Shehadmadeherpointandhe



understood.

AnhourlaterKgosiwasfirmlyplacedonWapelo's

hipasAlexwalkedoutofherhouse.

Alex:Bye.

Wawa:Byebye.

Alex:Callmewhebheneedsanything..

Wawa:Iwill..

Hewalkedtohiscarandgotinsideasthedoor

closed.ImmediatelycuttingWapeloandherson

from hisview.Theywouldmakeagreatfamilybut

hemessedupalongthewaynowhewasfrustrated

andheartbrokenatthesametime.Hestartedthe

carandswitchedontheradiobeforehereversed.

Asiftheradiostationknewwhathewasgoing

through,hefoundaparticularsadsongplayingand

hesqueezedhiseyesshut,tearsthreateningto



escapehiseyes.

Onlyknowyou'vebeenhighwhenyou'rebeen

feelinglow

Onlyhatetheroadwhenyou'remissinghome

Onlyknowyourloverwhenyoulethergo

Andyoulethergo

Hejoinedtheroadasthesongplayedintheradio,

fjrtheremphasizinghisfaults.Hewashumanfor

cryingoutloud.Heangrilypunchedthecarhornand

swervedofftheroadbeforehehitsomethingsoas

tocooldown.Theredcarbehindhim swervedoff

theroadaswell.Thedriverdidn'tknowwhatwas

wrongbutimmediatelyastheyswerved,thedriver

sawnoimpendingdanger.

Alexsteppedoutofhiscartocatchhisbreathand

heswallowedheavilythoughhewasn'teating



anythingcurrently.Thecooleveningbreezehithis

faceandhisheartbeatslowlygainedit'snormal

rhythm.Helookeddownathisfeetonthegravel.

Thiswashowitfelttolovesomeoneandthey

choosenottoacknowledgeyourfeelings?Inhis

caseWapeloknewandreturnedthefeelingsbutshe

didn'twanttogetburntagain,heleftherfeeling

jadedandnowhewasjaded.

Helookedbackasheheardfootsteps.Hesawthe

redbottom heelsandhelookeduptoseeawoman

inabluepantsuit.Hecouldseeherfacestructure

andifitwasthosedays,hecouldbeflirtingalready

butnow?Nowthoselustfulfeelingsheknewcould

betrayhim didn'tshowup.

Her:Hi.Uhm areyouokay?

HerEnglishwasaccentedaswell.Maybeshehad

beenaprivateschoolkid.Mostofthem hadaccents.

Alex:I'm fine.



Shelookedathim andhedidn'tlookfine.Shesmiled

softly.

Her:I'm Neo..

Henoddedandleanedbyhiscar.Neolookedathis

structure,helookedraggedbutinasexyway.His

eyesdidn'tgiveanythingwaybuthisbodylanguage

did.ItwasthewayhisAdam'sapplebobbedandhis

jawticked.Hejadafinejawaswell,coveredbya

stubble.Shelookeddownandthewaythose

Timberlandbootslookedgoodonhim,amanwith

taste.Shelookedawaywhenheturnedandherface

heatedthatshehadbeencheckingthisgentleman

out.Shehadswornnevertogetclosetothemale

specieagainafterthatincident.Shebreathedinand

facedhim.

Alex:Youwerehonestlyconcerned?

Neo:Yeah!Ithoughttherewassomethingdangerous

ahead.



Heletoutalaughthatdidn'tquiteseem likeone.

Shewasn'tsureshewasmakingsense.

Alex:That'sniceofyou.

Neo:Iguess.Youlooklikeyouhavealotonyour

mind.

Alexlookedatthestranger,it'snotasifthwywill

meetagainoneday.

Alex:Haveyoueverlosttheonerealthingyouhave

everknown?

Neostaredattheskythenbackathim.Shecan'tsay

sherelates.

Neo:Idon'tthinkIhave...

Alex:That'swheretherealpainis...

Hefinallysaidandhebroughttwofingersonhis

headtosalutebeforehegotinsidethecarand

joinedtheroad.

Ruby'scarpassedandsheplayedherclassic



bangersonherwayhome.Shecansaywithatone

finalitythatshewasoverRhysand.Shedidhim

wrongandhewasjustifiedinmovingon.

ShelasttalkedtoPeterfourmonthsago.She

decidedthatshewilllethim callfirstandhenever

did.Thathadhurtabitbutithadbeenablessingin

disguise.Fourmonthsofselfdiscoveryand

focusingonhergoals.Asmilelitherface,lifedidn't

revolvemen.Shewasstrivinginhersingleness.

AtAone'shouse

Kagolookedathisbrother'shouse.Tothinkthat

peoplearegoingtomoveintothishouse,ahousehe

wantedhisfamilytouse.Hesighedandhecould

imagineNeeloandhisbrotherinthishouse.Lasthe

heardofNeelowasthatshewasexpectingand

magadihasbeenpaidalready.



Itdidn'tcomeasablowbutitwasstillunexpected.

Heguessedonedoesn'thavetohaveatimeframe

formourningorgrievingandthingsjusthappen.He

walkedtothedoorandwalkedoutofthehouse

makingsuretolockit.Hewaswaitingforhisbosses

toapprovehistransferandhewillfindahousethis

side.

Hestoodbyhiscarandglancedatthehouseonce

againbeforehegotin.Asmuchashisfamilyblew

thefundsAonehadleftforthem,hedidhisbestto

supporthiaparentswithhissalary.Hestartedthe

car,reversedanddroveoff.

AtKatlego'shouse

Helookedatthedocumentshehadbeensent.After

monthsofhopinghewouldbeseenasagood

candidateitwasfinallyhappening.Hesmiledand

touchedhisheart.



HewilltellNeelothegoodnewsoncritusall

finalised.Hedidn'twanttostressthepregnant

womandidhe?Hewashappyforherandshe

deservedhappinessafterwhatshedidforhim and

Aone.Shewasthemostselflesspersonhehasever

met,noteveryonecansacrificetheirhappinessfora

ruse.

Hesignedthedocuments.Thishadbeentheir

dream andhewasmakingithappen.Thedogmade

it'swaytohistableandwantedtoplaceit'spawson

thetable.Heheldthedocumentsandlaughed

beforeherubbedthedog'shead.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthepolicedepartment

InspectorMoilwelookedatallthefactsthatthey

had.EverythingwascomingalongfineandPeteras

thestate'slawyerknewhisstuff.Hewassurethis

wasgoingtocathcRhysandoffguardandthatwill

begood.Theelementofsurpriseiagoodwhen

workingwithacriminallikehim.

Nowtheyhadtoarresthim andtrialhim.Thistime

hewouldgetjailtimeevenforlife.Hesmiled.How

theymissedthis,hedidn'tknow.Theinformant

provedtobemuchbetterthanRubywhogave

nothingbutbankstatements.



Heclosedthefilesandhesmiled.

AtRhysand'shouse

Silencewasthecouple'sfriendaseach

contemplatedafuturewithouttheother.Neelowas

onautopilotasshepagedthenovelwithoutactually

readingathinginthebook.Rhysandwasbythe

porch.Thesilencewasdefeaningandheresisted

theurgetosmoke.Neelowouldn'tappreciatethat

andherhealthcamefirsttohis.Hecoveredhisface.

Atleasthehadtimetocoverhistracksandhehas

alwaysbeencareful.Whoeversnitchedhadadeath

wishbecausethisdiamondsmugglingthingwas

honestlybiggerthanhim.Itinvolvedministersand

peopleinhighplacesthatwouldhatefortheir

namestobementionedanyway.

Hestoodupandwalkedtothehouse.Histhroat

bobbedandhiseyesgottearywhenhelaidhiseyes

onhisverypregnantwife.



Rhys:Marshmallow?

Shelookedupandplacedthenoveldown.She

wasn'tevenreading.Rhysand'sstepstowardsher

werefastandhewasbyhersideinseconds.He

helpedherstandonherfeetandheldherwaist.

Rhys:SweetheartIdon'twantyoutoworryabouta

thingokay?

Neelo:It'shardno-

Heshutherupbyplacinghispointingfingeronher

lips.

Rhys:Nonegativethoughts.Wearespendingtime

togetherandwearenotstressingoverthis.

Neelowantedtodebatebutheheldhergazesoshe

nodded.

Rhys:Good.Iloveyouokay?



Neelo:Iloveyoumore.

HesmiledandthatsmileleftNeelo'sheartaching.

Heplacedhersmallhandonhischestandshe

blinkedbacktears.Sheknewhewasabadideaat

firstglancebutshewasintoodeep.Tooinlovewith

him,expectinghisfirstbornandhiswife.Ifthat

didn'tshowhowshedecidedtouseherheart

insteadofherheadshedidn'tknowwhatwould.

Rhys:Wouldyouliketodance?

Heaskedmeeklyandsheletoutasoftsmile,her

eyessofteningaswelltomaskthepain.

Neelo:I'm tooheavytodanceRice...

Hechuckledandkissedthetopofhernose.

Rhys:Thenyou'reMrsRice.

Neeloscrunchedhernoseinplayfuldisgustand

pushedhim back.

Neelo:Nosir!Nope!Notthisprettything.



Rhys:Pretty?

Neelo:one,leavemynoseoutofitthoughIlook

bettwrthanmostpregnantwomenandtwo,it'syour

fault.Pulloutdidn'twork.

Rhys:Keepitdownyou'recorruptingNate.

Sherolledhereyeslaughingandheldhertummy.

Shedidn'twanttostandfortoolong,herbackached

andshehatedthatpartaboutpregnancy.

Neelo:Nateshouldknowthathisfatherfu-

Hequicklycoveredherlipsandshelaughedintohis

handandhejoinedher.Heremovedhishandand

shestoppedlaughingtocatchherbreath.

Neelo:Hisfatherfuc-

Andhecoveredhermouthagain.Neelobithispalm

andhequicklyremoveditandshequicklysaidit.

Neelo:Nateyourdadf*ckedme!!



Shelaughedandlightlyplacedherpalm onhischest.

Neelo:There,Isaidithooo!

Helaughedandlookedathispalm.

Rhys:ThathurtMrsRhysand.

Neelo:Nateyourdadmadesureyouweremade

whenweslepttogetherbeforewegottoknoweach

other.

Rhys:Andyou'realreadyteachingmychildbad

thingsalready.

Sheshrugged.

Rhys:Thatdance...

Neelo:Iam heavyRhys,keaikemelababy..(batting

hereyelids)

Rhys:thoseeyesarenotworkingonme.

Hetookafewstepsawayfrom herandswitchedon

thesoundsystem.Heslippedhiaphoneoutandhe



connectedit.Heplayedthesongthayfitthemood.

Hewalkedbacktoherandsheamiled.

Rhys:steponmyfeet..

Neelo:Itwon'thurt?

Rhys:No.

Sheplacedhersize3sockcladfeetonhisandhe

placedhishandsonherback.Thatwassoothing.He

wasmovingheraroundassheplacedherheadon

hisshoulder.You&Iblastedthespeakersandshe

couldhearhisheartbeat.Herhandswrapped

aroundhisneckandshesmiledalone.

Inhisbaritonevoicehesangthesongashedanced

sinceshereallywasnotdoingathingjustbeing

there.Hesangthewordsveryclosetoherearand

shefiguredthiswasgoingtobeoneofthesongs

thatwouldbeclosetoherheart



Rhys: Theynevertriedlikeus

You&I,wedon'twannabelikethem

Wrcanmakeittilltheend

NothingcancomebetweenYou&I

Noteventhegodsabove,canseparatethetwoof

us

Herheartswelledwithlovemixedwithpain.Shebit

herlipasthehmovedtothesong.Rhysandkissed

herneckandtheydancedtothesong.Theydidn't

needwords,thewaytheyunderstoodeachother

eveninsilentroomswasmorethanenough.

Thesongendedandshesteppedoffhisfeetand

shelookedupathim withgleamingeyes.She

broughthershakylipsnearasheloweredhishead

toherheart.Theirlipstouched,hishandsmovedto

thenapeofherneckandshemovedback.



Neelo:Iloveyouinspiteofthefearthattheworld

woulddivideus,sobabycanwedancethroughan

avalanche?

Hesmiledtippingherhead.

Rhys:Betma...

Shesmiledandhekissedherwithasmile,shegladly

partedherlipsforhistonguetoslideinandtake

control.Hegotthemessageandtheirtongues

touchedashemovedhiahandstothebackofher

headforamoregreedykiss.

From thereonitwasquickworkoftheclotheson

theirbodies,quicklydisposedofandherhusband

findingthemeanstomakelovetoher8months

pregnantself.Wherethereisawillthereisalwaysa

way,shesaidtoherselfashefinallyfoundhercore

andohboyhehitalltherightplacestogetthose



screamsandmoans.Ohandthebackscratchestoo.

Theyneverdidwordsfrom thefirstencounterdid

they?

Shetrustedhim tomaketheangelscomethrough

andhedidn'tdisappoint.Hebroughthertotheedge

beforeheshotherintothestratosphere.Therewas

godineverymove,hewaslivingproofofthat.

ItwashourslaterwhenNeelowassoundlyasleep.

Herheadonhischestandherhandsprotectively

overherbulgingstomachwhenRhysand'sphinecut

throughthesilentnight.Hewasawake.Hefoundit

hardtosleepwhenhismindwasrunningwild.He

pickedupthecallandtherewasasilencethat

scaredhim.

Rhys:Hello?

Alex:SheisdoneRhys!

Hisbrokenvoicegottohim andknowinghespent



hiswholelifeprotectinghislittlebrother...

Alexshookhisheadastearschokedhim.

Somethingwasmissinginhisheartandthemissing

parthurthim.

Alex:I-Ichanged!IloveherRhys.I-

ThephonelinewentdeadandthathadRhysonhigh

alert.Helookedathiswifesleepingsoundly.He

pushedherhairbackandkissedherforehead.He

hadtocheckonAlexnowatthistime.

Rhysandslowlyplacedherheadonthesoftpillow

andgotoutofbed.Heputonhisboxersandhis

jeansaswell.Hefoundat-shirtandajacket.

Hebentbythebedsideandkissedhercheek.

Rhys:Heymarshmallow?

Neelomurmuredsomethingsenselessinhersleep.



Rhys:BabeIhavetocheckonAlex.Idon'ttrusthim

nottodoanythingstupid.I'llbebackbeforeyou

know.

Hereyelidsflutteredopenbeforetheyclosedandhe

sighed.Hekissedhercheekandgrabbedhiscar

keys,alidhisfeetintheshoesandwalkedoutofthe

room leavinghispregnantwifealone.

.

.

*

*

*

Tissuesreadypluswineandwhiskey?Good.
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AtRhysand'shouse

Neeloturnedinthebedaloneandsheopenedher

eyes,notfeelinghiabodynexttoher.Sherubbedher

eyesinthedarknessbeforesheremovedherhands.

Hereyesadjustedtothedarknessasshemovedher

handonhissideofthebed.Shewastootiredto

wanttothinkabouthiswhereaboutssosheclosed

hereyesandwentbacktosleep.

AtAlex'shouse

Rhysandknockedonthedoorasherubbedhisarms.

Itwaschillybutconcernforhiabrotherhadhim

leavingthehousewithoutajacket.



Alexopenedthedoorandhewasinadrunkstupor.

Rhys:Alexgetagriponyourself..

Alex:YouwillneverunderstandheartbreakRhysand.

Rhyswalkedinsideandclosesthedoorlookingat

hisbrother.Hewasamess,afterhowheplayed

Wapeloheexpectedhertocomebackjustlikethat?

Alexsatdownandrubbedhishead,notabletostop

thetears.

Alex:ThepastfourmonthsIwaited.Forherticome

backandsayshelovesmeandwecantryagain.

Thatneverhappened.

Rhys:Alexitwasjustfourmonths.Doyouthinkafter

alltheforgivingsheiafocusingonherselfwithout

makibgherworldrevolvearoundyou.

Alex:Iaskedheragainandshesaidno.Shelovesme



butshecan'tgiveusanothershot.Wecouldbea

familyalongwithKgosi..

Rhyslistenedtohisrantsilently.Alexwashurtbut

heknewdeepdownhewasthecauseofthis.Had

heactedrightinthefirstplacehewouldn'tbe

wailinglikeababy...

Alex:Canwegotoherhouse?Maybeshechanged

hermind.

Rhys:Don'tbesilly.Youaregoingtosuffocateher

whenshealreadysaidno...

Alex:Ithurts..

Hittinghischest.

Alex:RighthereRhys.Righthere,ithurtssomuchI

wishIcanripoutmyheart.

Rhysrubbedhisback.

Rhys:ThisisalessonlearnedAlex.Younever



intentionallydosh*ttoawomanandexpectherto

takeitlyingdown.

Alexrubbedhiseyesashepickedhisphoneand

dialedWapelo.Rhysandjustwatchedhim asthe

phonerangandheplaceditonhisearwithtears

streamibgdownhisface.Thiswaswhathecalled

truelovebuttoolate.Hewastoolatetostartloving

Wawatherightway.

WapeloansweredandAlexsniffed.

Alex:Hey..

Wawafrowned.

Wawa:Areyouokay?Whyareyoucallingthislate?

Alex:Iam sosorryWawa...

Wawasighedandrubbedherhead.Theytalked

aboutthis.

Wawa:It'sokay.It'slateAlex..

Alex:Pleasegiveusonemorechance.Thisisthe



lasttime,Iwon'thurtyouanymore.

Wawawassilent.

Alex:Kagokopa...

Wawa:SleepAlexit'slate.

ShehungupandAlexloweredhishead,tears

threateningtochokehim.Rhysknewbetterthanto

kickhisbrotherwhenheisdownandherubbedhis

back.

Alex:Ijustdon'twanthertogo....Isthathardtoask

for?

Hisvoicebrokeabdhelookedup,lickinghislips.

Alex:Ican'tseem tonotneedtoneedher,Ican't

breatheandithurts...



Rhysandjustrubbedhisback.Herubbedhisbackas

hecried.Criedforhowhemessedupandwhathe

lost.

AtRhysand'shouse

Neelo'sphonerangandshefacedtheotherwayasit

rung.Shewantedtocoverherfaceandsleepbut

thenthephone.WhatifitwasRhysand?

Sheturnedandthecalleridflashedinthescreenas

shepickeditup.WhythehellwasPetercallingher

atthiatime?Sheyawnedandwantedtoputher

phonedownbutsheshouldprobablyanswer.

Neelo:Hello?

Peter:Hey...areyouawake?

Neelo:Youwokemeup...



Peter:SinceyoutoldmeabouttheabuseearlierI

can'tstopworryingaboutyoursafety..

Neeloclosedhereyes.Shehadtoforceherselfinto

thatfakerole,shewassotiredandwantedtotell

him off.

Neelo:Iwillbefine.Yousaidsoon.

Peter:Idon'tknowwhyIdecideditwasagoodidea

todriveatthistimeofnightbutthankGod!

Neelo:Whatdoyoumean?

Shesatupright.

Peter:I'm outsidethehouseandIcan'tseethecar,

thisiayourchanceandhewon'thurtyou.We'llgeta

protectionorderagainsthim.

Neelo:Whatdoyoumean?

Peter:I'm outsideyourhouse.



Neelo'sheartskippedabeat.Itwasawallfencebut

sheassumedhewastallenoughtolookinsidethe

yardandshedidknowRhyswasout.

Neelo'svoiceshookasshereplied.

Neelo:Outside?

Peter:Yes.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand'shouse

Peter:Hello?Neeloareyoustillthere?

Neelo:Uhm yes...don'tyouthinkyoushouldwaitthe

law..

Peter:Wecangotothepolicstationandyouopena

caseagainsthim.

Neelogotoutofbed,herbodyachinginthenicestof

placesandshewalkedtothewindow.Shepushed

thecurtainbackandshewasgladtherewasabrick

wallwithsecurity.Iftherewasn'tPeterwouldbeat

thedoordemandingtobetheherowhosavesher

from herdoom.Shsclosedhereyesabdrubbedher

tummy.



Neelo:Okay.I'm opening.Letmepackafewclothes.

Peter:Don'tbelong.

Neelo:Iwon't.

Herheartbeatacceleratedassherubbedher

stomach.Shesatdownandbreathedinandout.She

pickedherphoneupandcalledRhysand.Hisphone

rangintheroom andhereyeswidened.Whywould

heleavehisdamnedphone?

ShepushedherfrizzledherbackandshedialedAlex.

Shedidn'tknowwhyshedid.Hisphonerangon

foreverandshecuttheline.Herphonerangand

Peter'snameflashedonthescreen.Shewatched

thephoneringandclosedhereyes.

MeanwhileoutsidePeterfrowned.Whywassheno

longeransweringthephone?Maybeshewasscared,

heknewthatpeoplewhowereabusedusually



developedStockholm syndromesoshemightbe

scaredtoleavethehouse.HewassureRhysand

wasn'tinsohedidn'tknowhowhewasgoingto

entertheyardtohelpheroutandexplaintoherthat

abuseianotlove.Rhysandwasnomanandhewas

definitelygoingtojailforalongtimeifhehadhis

way.

NeelotriedcallingAlex'sphoneandshewasabout

tocutthecallwhenitwasanswered.

Neelo:Hello?IsRhystherenerra?

Rhys:Sweetheart?

Neelo:Peterisoutsidethegate..

Rhys:F*ck!I'm onmyway.Don'tlethim in.

Shenoddedandhungup.Hiscallcamethroughand

shewatcheditringagain.Sheclosedhereyesasher

babykicked.Thatwasonehellofastrongkick.

Neelosuckedinabreathandshemovedherlegsup

anddownwhileshewaitedforRhysand.



Peterknewshewasinsidesowhywasn'tshe

answering?Hecheckedhistimeandassumed

Rhysandmightbehomesoon.Helookedthrough

theelectricfenceandhedidn'tevenwanttotryand

touchitbecauseitmightactuallybeone.

Neelowaitedastwentyminutespassedandshe

heardthecarengineofthefamiliarcar.Outside

Rhysandletoutalowchuckleashesteppedoutof

hiscar.

Rhys:Hello.HowcanIhelpyou?

Heaskedhim asPeter'seyeswerestuckonhisface.

Hecouldn'twaittoputhim behindbarsandthefact

thatheforgothim justaseasilygavehim afair

advantage.

Peter:HelloRhysand...



Rhysandraisedaneyebrowasthestreetlightsfully

showedPeter'sface.

Rhys:Andyouare?

Petercouldn'twaittowipethesmirkoffRhysand's

face.MaybeNeeloshouldn'tgiveupthechildand

Rhyscanwatchhim takehiswholefamily.That

wouldbeperfect.

Peter:Forgotmesofastoldfriend?

Petersmirkedrevealinghiscanine

Iam laggingbehindwithinserts.Thismovinghouses

businessistiringashellbutlet'stryamarathon

today.Retlatlhaelaharetlhaelangteng.
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AtRhysand'shouse

Rhysfoldedhisarms.Thedisbeliefvisibleonhis

features.Thismanwashereforhiswife.Thewife

hemarriedlegallyandwasexpectinghisfirstborn

son.Helooledathisshoesandreignedinhis

temperbeforehelookedatPeter.Atfirstwhen

Neelohadtoldhim everythingsheknewaboutPeter,

heknewthatthenamesoundedfamiliarandeven

seeinghispictureshadn'tsparkedanything.

Hejusthadthatnudgibgfeelingthathesawhim

somewhereorsomeonelikehim.Petercallinghim

oldfriendwasamuchneededindicatorthatheknew

him.



PeterwatchedRhysandwhoquietlyassessedhim

asifhewassomethingtobeputonsale.Hehadto

bepatientforthelawtotakeit'scoursesohewasn't

goingtorushandblurtouteverythingorthathewas

evencomingforhim.Peterstartedwalkingtothe

othersideofhiscar.

Peter:Seeyouaroundoldfriend.

Rhys:Waitaminute..

Peterpausedinhistracksandhisheadturned.

Rhys:Whyareyouhere?

Peter:Justpassing..

ThatwasallhesaidandeventhoughRhyaknewthw

truthhewasn'tgoingtocauseascene.Hewas

muchsmarterthanthat.Peterreversedhiscarand

heletoutacurseslip.IfNeelohadbeenfastenough,

hecouldhavesavedherbuthewillseeheratwork.

Theusualtime.



Rhysandpressedthebuttononthekeyandthegate

slidopensmoothly.Hesawthecurtainbeingpulled

backandheknewwhoitwas.Hewalkedtohiscar.

Threeminuteslaterthegateandcarwereboth

lockedashemadehiswayinsidethehouse.He

lockedthedooraswell.Hewillseehowtodealwith

securitytomorrowmorning,ifpeoplelikePetercan

casuallycomehereatthistimeofdayhiswifeand

childweren'tsafeatall.

Rhysandpushedopenthebedroom doorandNeelo

lookedathim withthosedoeeyesofherswithtears.

Neelo:Y-youdidn'ttellmewhereyou'rego-going..

Hewalkedtoherandjustpulledherintohisarms.

Rhys:I'm sosorrysweetheart..

Neelo:Yoileftmealoneandh-hecalled..Iwasalone.



YouleftyourphoneRhysandIwasscared.

Rhysclosedhiseyesashischinsettledonherhead.

Hershakyvoicenudgeda/hisconscience,helefta

heavilypregnantwomanallalone,herhormones

werealloverandnowshewascrying.

Rhys:Intshwarelelove(movinghisheadtoholdher

chinbetweenhisfingers)

Hereyesshonewiththetearsthatthreatenedtospill

downhersmoothcheeks.Sheclosedhereyesand

thesaltywaterdidspill,herhusbandusedhiathumb

towipethetearsaway.

Rhys:Itwon'thappenagain.Iswear..

Neelo:Whydidyouleavemealone?Gobosigo..

Rhys:AlexcalledandIwenttocheckonhim justso

hedoesn'tdoanythingstupid.Iwantedtowakeyou

butyouweresleepingsopeacefullyIcouldnot

disturbthat.

Neelo:AlexisanadultRhysand..



Rhys:Iknowbutheartbreakmakespeopledostupid

thingsbutthat'snoexcuse.Sorryautwemogatsaka?

Shedidn'twanttosmilebutshefoundherself

smiling.

Rhys:Andwe'llendthisPetercharade.

Neelo:Thankyou..

Rhys:Am Iforgiven?

Neelo:No.ButI'm goingtosleep.

Rhys:I'lljoinyouinafewminutes.

Helethergoandshewalkedtothebed.Neelogot

undercoverasRhysandstrippedoffhisclothes.He

joinedher,makingsureshewascomfortableand

wasthelittlespoonasheheldher.Onehandonher

bellyandbothofhersonthebellyaswell.Neelo

closedhereyestryingtogobacktosleepbutnix.

Sheturnedtofacehim.



Neelo:Gawatimalebone(youdidn'tswitchoffthe

light)

Hegotoutofbedfodosoandjoinedherinseconds.

Neelo:WareAlexiagoingthroughaheartbreak?

Rhys:Yes..

Neelo:Mxm!Omatepegore(heistoosensitive)

Rhys:Neelo!

Neelo:ngngRhys,heisagrownadultwhodecided

tocheatonWawamorethanonceandnowthatshe

choosesherselfanddoesn'twanthim walela?Nyaa

monnaoomatepeRhys.

Rhys:Neelotheirissuesarenoneofourbusiness.

Neelo:Butyouleftmealonefortheissuesakere

Rhysand?

Rhys:Babywearedefinitelynotfightingaboutthis,

youshouldsleep.



Shesquintedhereyesasheyawned.

Neelo:OnGodifyoucheatI'm shootingyou.

Rhys:Iknow.Iwoulddothesame..

Sherolledhereyesandfacedtheotherwayashe

spoonedher.

Rhys:You'retensesweetheart.IsaidI'm

sorry(yawning)

Neeloclosedhereyestotrytoforceherselftosleep.

Thefollowingmorning

AtWapelo'shouse

Shefoundalotofmissedcallafrom Alexandshe

sighed.Shechoseherownhappinessandnowhe

suddenlyremembersthathewasinlovewithher.

ShethoughtofcallingNeelobutsheshookherhead.



Neelowasheavilypregnantandshedidn'tneedto

knoweverythinghappeninginherlife.

Wapelopushedbacktheblankets.HowKgosislept

peacefullythroughthenightwasawondertoherbut

eitherwayshewasverygratefulforthatsingleday

offullrestwithouthersonscreaminghislungsout

forher.

AsWapelogotoutofbed,Alex'scarparkedoutside

theyard.Helookedathishandsandrubbedthem

againstthematerialofhispants.Wawasaidthey

werejustco-parentingbutheknewhewantedher

forlife.Hesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedtothe

door.Itwasn'ttooearly.9am wasreasonableand

shedidsayshewasoffthisweeksoshewasawake.

Withhisnervesracking,Alexknockedonthedoor

andwaitedforittoopen.Wapeloopenedthedoorin

asilkgownandherbonnetonherhead.Sherubbed

hereyesandcamefacetofacewithaclean



Alexander.

Wawa:uhm morning.IjustcheckedonKgosian-

Alex:AslongasheisokaythenI'm good.

Wawa:Okay.Comein.Iguess..

Shemovedfrom thedoorandAlexwatchedher

closethedoor.WapeloturnedtofaceAlex.

Wawa:Whyareyouheresoearlyinthwmorning?

Alex:Marryme..

Herbodyshutdowncompletelyandhereyesnearly

poppedoutofthesockets.Sheshouldwhat?

.

.

*

*
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AtWapelo'shouse

Alexheldhisbreathwithoutbattinganeyelidas

Wapelostoodfrozentothespot.Hermouthmoved

buttherewasn'tasinglesoundescapingherperfect

lips.Thebaby'sviciouscrytorethroughtheawkward

silenceandasifoncommand,Wapelomovedfrom

thespotandwalkedtothebaby'sroom.Alexrubbed

hisjawandwaitedforherticomeback.

Wapelowalkedbackwiththebabyonherhip.Kgosi

wassuckinghisbottlestressfreeandwhenhiseyes

landedonhisfatherheliftedhishandsandWapelo

lookedatherson.

Wawa:Doyoumindtakinghim?HesawyouandI

don'tthinkhewillbesatisfieduntilyoutakehim.



Hetookherfrom him andheheldhisbottle.Kgosi

suckedonitlookingathisfather.Alexsmiled

lookingathisboy.HeliftedhiseyestoWapelo.

Alex:Whatdoyousay?

Wawa:No.

Alex:No?(frowining)

Wawa:Yes.

Alex:IloveyouPeloandIwanttomarryyou.Ididn't

dothisonawhim.

Wawa:No.IfitwasmonthsagoIwouldhavejumped

atthechancetobeMrsMcKnightbutnotanymore.

AlexIwanttodome,therewillbedistrustandIstill

don'ttrustyou.Imightloveyoubutno.Iwon'tmarry

younortakeyouback.

Alex:Canyoupleasethinkaboutitthen?(lookingat

Kgosi)wecangivehim afamily.Aproperonewith

bothparentspresent.



WapelolookedatKgosithenbackatAlex.

Wawa:YouwereallIwantedbutnotlikethis.I'm still

learningtolovemyselfandnotputupwithBS.

Alex:Ichanged.

Wawa:Thatusedtobeyouranthem AlexbutIam

notfallingforthat.Theproblem isthatpeoplelike

youalwayswantbackthelovetheypushedaside

butpeoplelikemearegoneforeverwhentheysay

goodbye.TherecanneverbeanusAlex.Wewillco-

parentpeacefullyandinthefutureifwecanseeif

it'stherighttimetointroduceoursignificantothers

toKgosi.

Alex'sthroatdriedupashelookedatWapelo.She

wasreallygone.Sheslippedrightthroughhisfingers

andshewasn'tchanginghermind.Hehadhoped

thattheideaofraisingKgosiwithherasafamilywill

moveherbutithurthim more.

Alex:Soyouarethrowingthisaway?



Wawa:Youcan'tthrowawaythingsthatwerenever

thereinthefirstplaceAlex.

Heswalloweddrylyandifitwasn'tforKgosiinhis

armshedidn'tknowwhatstatehewould'vebeenin.

WapelosmiledandlookedatKgosiwholookedback

ather.

Wawa:Youcancleanhim upwhileItakeabath.Is

thatalrightwithyou?

Alex:Yeah(lowvoice)

Wawa:Thanks.

ShewalkedawayasAlexsatdown.Shepausedto

lookathim.Thewayhiashoulder'shaddropped

whenshesaidshewasn'tmarryinghim andthehurt

inhiseyesthathefailedtohide.Ifitismeanttobeit

willbebutnowshewaslettingthislovego.

Alexlookedupandblinkedbacktears.Thatheavy

feelingwasbackagainandhecouldfeelthe



headacheatthebackofhishead.Thrumming

silentlyandasifoncue,hislipsshookandthetears

forcedtheirwayout.Atearhittinghisson'sforehead

andhelookeddown.Hesniffedandwipedthetear

from hisforehead.

Alex:I'm sorryforbreakingourfamilyokay?

Hesaidinhislowestvoicetothebabywhosuddenly

stoppedplayingwithhishands.Alexsmiledsadly.

Hereadsomewherethatbabiescansensemoods.

MaybeKgosisensedhis.Alexlickedhislipsand

gavethebabyhisthumb.Hewilllive.Hewillaccept

realityforwhatitisnow.Itwasclearthattheirship

haslongsailedandnowtheyhadtostrivetobethe

bestofparentstobabyKgosi.Sometimesgivingup

isthestrongthing.

AtRhysand'soffice



Hisphonerangashewalkedtothedoor.Helooked

atthenumber.Hewastiredoftherandom callsthat

werehungupassoonasheanswered.Henevergot

thetimetoconsultaprivateinvestigatoraboutthat.

Rhys:Hello?

Voice:Hello.IsthisRhysand?

Finally!Aftermonths.

Rhys:Yes.Whoam Ispeakingto?

Thevoiceclearedhiathroat.

Voice:Yourfather.

AtthementionofthatRhysand'sbodywentcoldand

hesworehisheartpumpedinreverse.

McKnightheldthephonewaitingforaresponsebut

therewasnone.



McKnight:Rhysand?

Rhysandheldthephoneawayfrom hisearand

lookedatthenumber.Wheredidhegethisnumber?

McKnight:Hello?

Rhysclosedhiseyes.Hedidn'tneedthis.Hehada

lotonhisshouldersandhedidn'twanttoworry

abouthissperm donor.

Heimmediatelyhungupandwentontoblockthe

number.Heslidhisphoneinhispocketand

breathedintohishands.Hestoodthereformore

thanaminutebeforehewalkedoutoftheoffice.

AtNeelo'soffice

Neeloclosedthefileandrubbedhertummywithher

ringsshiningbecauseofthesun'srays.Shesmiled.

Thedooropenedabruptlyandshealmosyfelloutof



herchair,heartracingandall.

Sheplacedthehandthatwasonherstomachonher

chestasshebreathedinandout.Afteraminute

passedsheraisedhereyesandloandbeholditwas

theannoyingcreatureofthem all.Hiseyeswere

fixatedonthetworingsonherfinger.Shecouldsee

thewayhisthroatbobbedandhowhecouldn'ttake

hiseyesoffherhandthatwasonherchest.

Shewasreallydonewiththischarade.

Peter:You'rewearinghisring?

Neelo:Goodafternoontoyoutoo...

Peter:Nee-Neeloyou'rewearinghisring!!Hisringfor

cryingoutloud!!!

.

.

.
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AtNeelo'soffice

Neelo:HelloPeter...

Sheplacedherwellmanicuredhandsonthetable,

theringsstaringatPeterrightintheface.

Peter:You'rewearinghisrings!!

Hesaidandshelookedatherhands.

Neelo:Takeaseat,Idon'tthinkyou'llbeabletostand

inafewminutes.

Shesoundedsocockyandnothinglikethewoman

whowascryingabuseyesterday.Neeomaintained



eyecontactasPetersatdownslowly.Shesmiled

andlookeddown.

Neeloopenedherdrawerandopenedthefileshe

had.

Neelo:Uhm PakoMogorosi(touchingherchin)

Peter'sfacemorphedintooneofcompleteshock.

Neelo:Youtoldmeabouthim akere?Yourlate

brother..hhm..youmentioneditinpassingbabyboy

butwellbeinganarchivisttendstocomeinhandy.

Shepagedthroughthefile.

Neelo:Ah..(feigningsurprise)turnsouthewasinto

illegalactivities.

Peterswallowed.Thatwaswhyhewantedtobea

lawyersobad,hehadtoredeem hisbrother.Hewas

soclosetoturninghislifearoundandtheykilledhim.



HewasthestrikingresemblanceofPakosoasto

say.

Neelo:Hediedasacasualtybetweentwodangerous

groups.Okaywhatdoesthefilesay?

Shelookedatthefileandheheldherhandtostop

her.

Peter:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Neelo:You'llsee...

ShesmiledsweetlybutPeterhadafeelingher

intentionsweren'tassweet.

Neelo:Itturnsoutthatyourbrotheristhesolereason

you'regoingafterRhysand.Am Iright?Otherthan

meofcourse...



Peter:Neelowhyareyoudoingthis?

Hisvoicebrokeandshewantedtofeelsorryforhim

butnope.Hewasgoingtosendherbabydaddyto

jail.Hewasgoingtogrillherhusbandincourtand

shewasn'thavingthat.Everyoneprotectedwhat

theyloved.

Neelo:That'sit.Vengeanceiswhatyou'reafterbuta

lookintoyourhistorytellsmethatwellsir-

Shelookedatthefileagain.

Neelo:Yourdruglordfatherisstillroamingthe

streetsandyouhaven'trattedhim outsimply

becauseyoudon'tusehislastname.Greatnews

indeed.

Peter:Neelostop!!

Neelo:AsimpleDNAtestcanprovethatheisyour



fatherand"Mruprightletthelawtakeit'scourse"

whydon'tyohhandhim inaswell?

Shesaidfinallyandglaredathim,placingherhands

onthefile.

Peter:Whatgameareyouplaying?Whereisthe

sweetNeelo?

Neelo:I'm playingtheexactgameyou'replayingbut

smarter.Iletyouthinkofyourselfasmysaviourand

youneversawmecoming..

Peter'sexaperatedbreathescapedhislips.

Neelo:Sothisiswhatisgoingtohappen,youare

representingthestateandwellwedoknowthe

informationyouhave.Youdon'ttrustwomenPeter.

Wearethedevil'sadvocatebutIlearntthatfrom you

advocate(laughingbitterly)



Petercouldn'tbelievehisears.Hethought

everythingwasgoingtobeendgame.

Thedooropenedandinwalkedthemanhewas

supposedtohelpthestateputbehindbars.Neelo

genuinelysmiledatherhusband.

Neelo:Heybaby..

Rhys:Heysweetheart.

Hisdeepvoiceechoedintheroom andNeelolooked

atPeter.

Neelo:Hegetsthelightestsentence.Something

rangingfrom 6monthstoayear.Notthat

preposterous10years.Godno!Idon'tknowhowbut

ifhedoesn'tIdon'tknowhowthisinformationwill

landatthepolicestation.It’salsounprofessionalto

dicusscasesaswell...

Peterlookedbackasthedoorclosedandhe

suddenlyfeltclaustrophobic.Hischesttightenedas



hehelplesslylookedatNeelo.Hedidn'thaveenough

influencetoswaythejudge'smind.

Neelo:Peterdarlingthat'swhathappenswhenyou

playstupidgameswithpeople'slives.Youplay

stupidgames,youwinstupidprizes.Thisishowthe

worldworks...

Rhysfeltthestupidprizespart,nowtheyresortedto

blackmailingPeterjustsohecanbeclosetohis

family.Itwasselfishbutasselfishasitwasithadto

bedone.

Peter:Youneverwantedmeback?

Neelo:Aburntchilddreadsfire.Iwon'tgobackto

whatbrokeme.Notinamillionyears.

Peter:Whendidyoustarttobesoconniving?

Neelo:Youstartedwiththeblackmail.Chooseyouor

hegetslifeimprisonmentorwhateveryousaidfour

monthsago.



Peterwaslostforwords.

Peter:Ican'tdictatethejudge'sverdicta-

Neelo:Youarearesourcefulman.Dowhatmustbe

done.Thereisalotatstake.

Peter:Hechangedyou.Neeloyou'renotthisperson.

Hewasdefeatedashesaidthat.Hecranedhishead

tolookatRhysand.

Peter:Mustbenicehavingawomanfightingyour

battles.

Hethenrememberedtheinformationhehaddugout

forNeelo.Pako.ButotherthanPakohesawPeter

somewhere..

Peter:Iusedtolookuptoyou..

Rhysfrowned.



Peter:Thattimebackinschool,Iwasgradesbehind

youandyousavedmefrom thebully.

Itthenfellintoplace.

Peter:Youstartedtowalkmehomealongwithyour

brotherjustsoIwon'tbebulliedandafteryouwere

donekayourfinishingyear,noonehaseverbullied

meeveragain.ThenIfoundoutthatyourbulletwas

theinethatkilledPako..

HislipstrembledashelookedatRhysand.

Peter:Iwasworkingforhim tostopillegaldealings

becauseheusedthemoneytobuycoke.Hewasa

cokeaddictdidyouknowthat?

Rhysandjustlookedathim withoutsayingaword.

Peter:Ihavenopartinmyfather'sdrugdealingbutI

guessIcouldn'tsavePakofrom myfather'sdrugs

andhim from beingasmuggler.



Rhysandlickdedhislipsbuthestilldidn'tsayaword.

AteardroppedandPeterquicklywipeditaway.

Peter:IthoughtitwouldbebetterifIavengehim.

Thatwaywhenyou'redownnootherpeoplewillbe

fascinatedbythefastlifestyleofcrime..

HelookedatNeelowhodidn'tevenlooktheother

way.

Peter:Ididn'tseeyouasthethug'saccomplice.He

changedyouandevenifyoudidn'twantmeback,

youdidn'thavetostooptothatlevel..

Hesniffedandstoodup.

Peter:IwillseewhatIcando.Iam notpromising

anything.

Heforcedhisleadlikefeettowalkhim tothedoor.



Rhysandmovedfrom thwdoorandhelookedat

Rhysandonceagainbeforeheturnedthedoor

handleandsteppedout.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtRhysand'shouse

Neeloturnedonhersidetryingtoignorethepainbut

sheopenedhereyesasshewilledherselftobreath.

Shegotoutofbedandwalkedtothelounge.She

foundhim onhislaptopworking.

Rhys:what'supsweetheart?

Neelo:Ihavethesepainsthatwon'tgoaway..

Rhys:Whendiditstart?

Neelo:Afewhoursago...

Rhys:Whydidn'tyoutellme?(closinghislaptop)

Neelo:Ididn'tthinkitwouldbeabigdeal..

Rhysplacedthelaptopdownandstoodonhisfeet.



Rhys:Willyoubeabletowalktothecar?Letmeput

at-shirtonokay?

Shenoddedashepickedthecarkeysfrom thetable

andplacedthem inthepalm ofhersmallhand.

ShewalkedtothedoorwhileRhysandwalkedtothe

bedroom.Hequicklyputonat-shirtandhepaused.

Shewasalmostclosetoherduedateandifshewas

abouttogivebirthshemightneedthebabybagshe

longpackedtwomonthsago.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andmadehiswaytothe

nursery.Hepickedthenavybluebabybagandtook

agoodlookatthenurseryhehelpedsetup.Asmile

ghostedhislips,thisbabywillbelovedthat'sfor

sure.

Hequicklywalkedoutoftheroom andwasheading

tothemaindoor.Neelosatinthecarassherubbed



hertummy.

Neelo:Ihopeyouarenotplanningonmakingan

appearancebecauseI'm notready...

Thecatdooropenedandherhusbandwasholding

thebabybag.Heputitinthebackandgotinsidethe

car.

Neelo:And?

Rhys:IhaveafeelingNateisontheway..

Shesighedandleanedback.Rhysandbuckledher

upbeforehepressedthekeystoopenthegate.He

startedthecarandNeeloclosedhereyestryingto

ignorethosequickstabsofpaininherlower

abdomen.

AtNeelo'sparents



MaNeeloclosedNeelo'sbedroom.Shehadlong

preparedtheroom forherdaughterwhenshecomes

hereforbotsetsibecauseshewasdefinitelynot

goingtonurseNeeloatRhysand'splace.

Shewalkedtothebedroom shesharedwithher

husbandandherhusbandwasstillawake.Reading

theBible.

Shegotundercoversbyhersideandshelookedat

herhusband.Hedidn'tbothertolookatherandshe

sighed.

MaN:Whatisit?

HeclosedtheBibleandplaceditbythelamponhis

side.Helookedathiswife.Allthesemonthshejas

beentryingtoignoreitandwhenhetalkedabouthis

otherdaughtersheeithershutdownthetopicor

somethingcameup.Healsodidn'tfailtonoticehow



sheavoidedRhysandwhenhewasvisitingwith

Neelotwomonthsago.Shedidn'tbotherpretending

tolikehwrfutureson-in-law.Itwasworrying.

RaN:WhydoyoualwaysavoidtalkingaboutMarang?

MaN:Idon'tavoidit.Sheisjustnotmyconcern.

RaN:Keabontshiwa(Iam beingshownthings)What

didMarangdotoyou?It'snotasifshewas

conceivedinwedlock.Imethermotheryearsbefore

Imetyou.Iexplainedthatandherageprovesthat.

MaN:Youcannotforcemetolikeyourlonglost

daughter.Ihaven'tevenmether.

RaN:Youcouldatleasttrytogetusedtothwidea.

SheisalsomydaughterandIwon'tabandonherjust

becauseyouhateher.Shedidnothingandeven

thoughIdidn'tknowofherexistencetillrecentlyshe

ismybloodandIplanonbeingthereforher.Sheis

morelikeNeelotoo..

Shewasabouttospeakwhenhecontinued.



RaN:SamegoesforRhys.Youdon'tmakeitasecret

thatyouhatehim andforwhatIdonotknow.Heisa

goodboyandlovesyourdaughterbutitseemslike

youdon'tcareaboutyourdaughter'sfeelings.You

hatethemanshelovesanddoyouthinkthatwill

makeNeeloloveyou?Shewillresentyouandyou

willloseyourwholefamily.

MaN:thatdoesn'tchangethathemightbehia

father'sson.

RaN:Hisfather'ssinsdonotdefinehim butfor

whatevergrudgeyouholdagainsthim,hopeitwill

makeyouhappyonceNeelodecidestohateyou.

Willshetrustyouwithhersonwhenyouhatehis

father?

Sheclosedhermouth.

RaN:Neneisquietbutsheissmart.Quitefranklyit's

herchoice,whatifshechoosesRhysand'smotherto

helpherduringbotsetsibecauseshedoesn'ttrust

youaroundherson?Youaregoingtobetheone

destroyingyourfamilywithbitterness.Bitterness



thatweourselvesbutyouknowwhereitcomesfrom.

RaNgotoutofbedandgrabbedapillowbefore

walkingtothewardrobeforextrablankets.He

walkedoutoftheroom andmadehiswaytothe

sparebedroom.MaNeelowatchedhim goandthe

doorclosed.Shewasaloneintheroom andshe

closedhereyes.

Neelowouldn'tdothatwouldshe?Ontopofthat,

Marangwasstillaliteralstranger,howcouldthey

blindlytrustastrangerwhom wasn'tthereallthese

yearsandnowallofasuddenherhusbandhas

anotgerchild?Rhysandwasacriminalandwhowas

goingtopickupthepieceswhenheabusesNeeloor

evenleavesher?Itwasgoingtobeher.Shehad

warnedNeeloofhim butshewentaheadandfell

pregnantforhim.Herfatherwentaheadand

acceptedhismagadi.Sheshookherheadand

coveredherfacewiththeblankets.



Atthehospital

NeelolaidonthehospitalbedasRhysandpressed

hisphone.

Neelo:NnaIdon'thaveaphoneandyou'reonyours.

Oiponaodirasentle(areyoudoingagoodthing?)

Heplacedhisphonedownandlookedather.

Neelo:Babeitmustbeafalsealarm causeifeelf-

Shescreamedandplacedherhandoverherhip.

Rhys:Falsealarm?

Sheglaredathim asanotherhitherandshe

screamed.Rhysandwalkedouttocallforamidwife

oranymedicalpractitionerhecouldfind.Hewas

backafteraminuteandwalkedtoherbedside.

Rhys:Thoseonlineclassesyouwereforcingmeto



attendsaidyoushouldbreath..breathmylove.

Shesuckedinabreathasanothercontractionhit

andshecouldn'tevencry.Thedooropenedandin

walkedthemidwifefollowedbytheobstetricianand

anurse.Thecontractionsstopedforaminuteas

Rhysandintertwinedherhandwithhis.

Shewascheckedandindeedthiswastherealdeal.

Shewasgoingtogivebirthandthatsentashiverof

feardownherspine.Shehasheardstoriesof

motherslosingtoomuchbloodorcomplications

arisingduringchildbirth.Attimesthemotherdiesor

thebabyorboth.

ShelookedatRhysand.

Neelo:I'm scared...

Rhys:I'm hereeverystepoftheway.Youhavethe

besthealthcareatthemomentbaby...weareinthia

togetherokay?
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Atthehospital

RhysandheldherhandasthemidwifeurgedNeelo

topush.Hewipedthebeadsofsweatonher

foreheadasshescreamedpushing.

Midwife:That'sit,weareclose.Givemeastrong

push..

Neelo:I-Ican't...(outofbreath)

Shewantedtocrysobadandshecouldfeelthetear

already.Rhysandsqueezedherhand.

Rhys:Babyyoucan..Onemoretimeokay?



Shecouldn'tandherenergywasdrained.Thepast

sixhoursfeltlikehell.Havingtobearthe

contractionsandtheobstetriciangivingheran

epidural?Theworst.

Midwife:Push!!

Rhys:Heymarshmallowonelasttime(softly)

Neelo:I-

Rhys:Iknowyou'retiredbutpleasemylove!

Shebitherlowerlipandheldontohishandtightlyas

sheusedthelastremainsofherenergytopushthe

baby'sheadout.ShescreamedandRhysandclosed

hiseyesforasecondasherscream piercedahole

inhisheart.Hewasn'tgoingtogetherpregnantever

againafterthisone.

Neeloscreamedagainasshepushedonelasttime

andshestoppedasherbodyfellontothebed.



Themidwifelookedatherasshepulledthebabyout

alongwithit'sumbilicalcord.Thenursehandedher

ascissortocuttheumbilicalcord.Rhysandwas

relievedashesawthemidwifeholdingthebabyand

hekissedhiswife'ssweatyforehead.

Rhys:Youdiditlittlemommy..

Neelosmiledforafewsecondsbreathinghard.

Midwife:Canyoupushonelasttime?Theafterbirth..

Shenoddedweaklyandtriedtogatherherstrength.

Shepushedandthenursesmiled.

Themidwifelightlyslappedthebabyandhegasped

forairandhislittlecryfilledtheroom.Neelowas

relievedbutweakasshewatchedthem wraphim

withablanket.Hewasaliveandhealthy..



ThemidwifewalkedtowardsNeelowiththebaby

andRhysandletgoofherhandasshetookthebaby

inherarms.ShelookedatNate.Finally!Tearsfilled

hereyesandherlipswobbledasshelookedatNate

thenherhusbandandbackatNate.Theydidthat?A

wholehumanbeing?

Rhysandrubbedhiseyesbeforeblinkingacoupleof

times.Hehadhisownfamilytolove,cherishand

protect.

Neelo:W-wehaveababy..HelloNate..(softly)

Hertearsfellonhislittlefaceandhiseyeswerestill

closed.Sheusedherthumbtowipethetearsthat

fellonhislittleface.Ifsomeonehadtoldherthat

newbornslookallwrinklyandkindofoldshe

would'velaughedandshesmiledweakly.Eitherway

hewastheirbaby..



Shelookedatherhusbandashetriedhisbestto

keepthetearsatbay.Hehasnevershownemotion

thiswayandthatmadeherwanttosobinjoy.That

theyhadababytogether.

Neelo:Canyouholdhim?

Rhys:HeistoosmallandIdon'twanttodrophim..

Neelo:Thenursewillshowyou..Motseye..

Rhysandlookedatthesmalltinyhumanbeingthat

wassaidtobehischild.Hegothim from hismother

asthenurseapproachedtoshowhim howtohold

thebabycorrectly.Hewastoosmallinhisarmsand

Neelo'seyelidsflutteredclosedatthesightofher

husbandwithherbaby.Natelookedtoosmallinhis

armsandwiththatasmileformedonherlips.

Rhysandlookedatthebabyandbackathismother

whohadclosedhereyes.

Midwife-Sheistired,we'llcleanherupandthebaby..



Henoddedandhandedthemidwifetheirson.He

kissedNeelo'sforehead.

Rhys:Thankyousweetheart.

Hewalkedoutfeelingallemotionalandsh*t.F**k!

Hesatbythechairsnexttotheroom andslidhis

phoneout.Itwasnowalittleafter5am...

Hecoveredhisfaceemotionally.Hewasfinallya

father.She-wow!

Ashelaidhishead,Marangworeherwhitecoatas

shefinallystartedhermorningshift.Shesawher

brotherinlawandfrowned.Wastheresomething

wrongwithhersister?Shecouldn'tbelieveshehad

developedtheoldersiblinggeneovernight.



ShestoppedinfrontofRhysandandclearedher

throat.HeliftedhisheadandMarangsmiled.

Marang:Hello...uhm iseverythingokay?

Rhys:Yes.Everythingisfine..

Marang:IsNeelookay?

RhyssmiledandMarangcouldseewhyNeeloloved

him.Hehadonehellofasmile.

Rhys:Shejustgavebirth.

Marang:Asinnownow?

Henodded.

Marang:Doesfatherknow?

Rhys:I-Itotallyforgotthatwehaveotherfamily

members.

Shelaughedsoftlyandherubbbedhishead.

Rhys:EveryoneisprobablyasleepmaybeIwillnotify



them around8am..

Marang:Okay.Congratulations!

Rhys:Thankyou..

Marang:IwillcheckonNeeloinafewandIhope

theyassistedyouguysdiligently..

Rhys:Theydid.Thankyou.

Shenoddedandwalkedaway.Shetouchedherflat

tummy.ShewastiredofbeggingJoshforanother

child.Thequadswereoldenoughandnowshehad

anephew,Seeletsowaspregnantandhereshewas.

Stilltryingtomakeherhusbandseereason.She

walkedinsideheroffice.Shemightremovethe

implanttodaywithouthisknowledge.Itwon'thurt

anyone.

AtAlex'shouse

Around8am hesawthemessagefrom hisbrother



andhesmiled.Rhysandwasfinallyafatherand

althoughhenevermentionedit,thefactthatRuby

hadabortedhischildatehim up.Henevershowed

andthatwasmostprobablythesolereasonhe

hatedRuby.

Adoorknocksoundedandherubbedhiseyesashe

walkedtothedoor.Hewasalreadyrunninglatebut

atleasthewasdonegettingdressed.Hisjaw

slackenedashesawtwomenin

uniformaccompaniedbydetectiveMoilwe..

Moilwe:topofthemorningMcKnight..

Alexdidn'tanswerashefoldedhisarms.

Moilwe:Eitherway..wearelookingforyourolder

versionandhecan'tbefoundathisresidence,where

ishe?

.
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Atthehospital

Neelowokeopenedhereyestoseeherhusband

holdingtheirbabyinhisarms.Theyhaddressedhim

intheclothesshebought.

Rhysandlookedatherasshetriedtositupright.

Rhys:Heylilmama..

Shesmiledandnodded.

Rhys:Thenursewantednamesforhisbirth

certificate,isitokaythatIaddedasecondname?

Shepaused.Itbetterbeagoodnameorelsethey

weregoingtofight.Rhysandlookedatthebabyin



hisarms.Hewassopeacefulandtiny.Hiseyes

werestillclosedandthenurseshadsaidonceNeelo

wakesupshewassupposedtofeedhim.Said

somethingaboutcolostrum orsomething.

Rhys:Pressthatbuttonforthenursetocome.They

aaidtheywerewaitingforyoutowakeup.

Neelo:Whattimeisit?

Rhys:Tonine..

Shenoddedandpressedthebutton.Rhysandlooked

athisson.Itwasunrealthathehadason.Justa

wholefamily.

HegentlyplacedNateinhismother'sarmsand

Neelopushedtheblanketback.Lookathim.

Rhys:Can'tyourmotherormymothercomehere?

Neelo:Thatwouldbegood.Idon'tthinkIwillbeable

totravelwithhim there..

Rhys:Ialreadytoldthem..



Neelo:thankyou(lookingatNate)Heybabyyy(soft

voice)

Thedooropenedandthenursewalkedinas

Rhysand'sphonerangandheexcusedhimselftogo

answerthecall.

Rhys:Hello..mother..

MaRhys:Ijustpackedmybags.Iwilltakeabus

there..

Rhys:Thankyousomuchmother.Iappreciateit...

MaRhys:Ican'twaittoseemygrandson.Isher

mothercoming?

Rhys:Idon'tknow.Uhm MrJonesgavemeher

numbersoIcantellherandshegavemeattitude.I

don'tknowtotamama..

Hismother'ssmilewidenedattheendoftheline.It

wasrareforRhysandtosaymamaeventhoughshe



knewherfirstbornlovedhertodeath.

MaRhys:Okay.IwillgotothebusstationandwhenI

arriveIwillcallyou.

Rhys:Thankyou.Idon'tthinkwebothknowwhatto

dowithanewbornbaby(chuckling)

MaRhys:That'swhywearehere.Letmegetgoing

myboy.Bye.

Rhys:Bye..

Hehungupandrubbedhishead.Hejustwantedto

beclosetothechildandhewasgladhismother

wasn'ttoooldfashionedtothepointofsayinghe

shouldn'tbeallowednearthebabyduring

confinement.Hewasliterallyherewhenhissonwas

born...

Hewalkedintothehospitalroom andNeelolifted

herheadtolookathim.Natewassuckingononeof

herbreastsandhesmiled.

Rhys:Heyyoutwo..



Neelo:Hey..

Natelatchedonherboobandshesmiled.Thiswas

beautiful.

AtAlex'shouse

Thepolicelefthispremisesandhesenthiabrother

atextalertinghim.Thiswasnotright.Rhysjust

welcomedhissonandnowthepolicewerehoton

histrail..

Hecoveredhiaface.Thiswasfrustratingashell.

Atthehospital

RhysandwatchedasNeeloputhim tosleep.

Neelo:Wearegoingtohavereallylongnights.



Rhys:We'llbetogetherthroughthelongnights..

Neelo:Mostdefinitely.

Outsidetheroom,thepolicsofficersledbydetective

Moilwemadetheirwayinsidetheroom.Thedoor

openedandNeelo'seyesdartedtothedoor.

Moilwe:Ohwow!Nicefamilyyougotthere..

Neelocoveredherbabyupandshewatchedtheway

thelightdimmedinRhysand'seyes.

Rhys:Detective..

Moilwe:SorrytointerruptandallbutMcKnightyou

areunderarrest.Everythingyousayordowillbe

usedagainstyouinthecourtoflaw.

Oneofthepoliceofficerswalkedtohim totryand

handcuffhim buthemovedhishands.

Rhys:Ineverresistedarrest.



Helookedathiswifeandnewbornson.He

whisperedinherear.

Rhys:Iloveyouokay?Kopagoreoskaitsenyastress

autwe?

Shenoddedandsighed.DamnPeter!Damnhim!!!

Hekissedhercheekandlightlykissedhissonas

well.

Rhys:Takecareofhim andmymom iscomingto

helpwiththebabyokaybaby?Iloveyou..

Hemovedawayandlookedatthepoliceofficers.

Rhys:Leadtheway.

Moilwe:Easylikethat?

Rhys:Yes.

ThemenwalkedoutandRhyslookedbackatthem



onelasttimebeforeclosingthedoor.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

Neelowipedthelonetearthatrolleddownhercheek

andlookedatNate.

Neelo:Heybaby(shakyvoice)daddywillbebackokay?

Shesaidlookingathernewbornboyinherarms.

ShejusthopedPeterwillkeephisendofthedeal,

shecouldn'tseeherselflivingthenext10years

withoutherhusbandandNategrowingknowinghis

daddywasinjail.Shewouldn'tsurvivethat.

Shesighedandforcedherselftocalm downasher

babysuckedonherboob.Suchasweetboy.She

wantedtoknowhissecondnametoo..



Shesmiledsadlyandkissedhisforehead.She

wasn'tsureifshecamewithherphonethough.

MeanwhileRhysandfollowedthepoliceofficersout.

Rhys:CanIfollowwithmycar?

Moilwe:Wedon'ttrustyou.

Rhys:Youcantrailbehindme..

ThedetectivelookedatRhysandhewasn'teven

fightingthem.Thefirsttimeheneverdidandeven

nowhewasn'tfightingthem.

Moilwe:Okay.

Rhys:Thankyou..

Hewalkedtohiscarastheywatchedhim.Heslid

hisphoneoutandhesawAlex'smessage.Fuck!



HeunlockedthecarandgotinsidedialingAlex.

Alex:Hello...

Rhys:Brohi...listenup,motheriscomingtohelp

NeelowithNate..

Alex:Rhysthepo-

Rhys:Iknow.Motheriscoming.I'm goingtothe

stationwithmycar,passbyandpickit.Neeloneeds

thecarandpleasetakeNeeloandNatehomewhen

theyarereleasedfrom hospital.Takegoodcareof

myfamilybro.CanItrustyouwiththem?

Alexswallowed.Rhysandwassocalm aboutthis

andhenodded.

Alex:Yes.

Rhys:IthinkIwillbeatthestationinanhour.You

cancomepickupthecar,callmylawyeraswell.

Alex:Okay.

Rhys:Don'tstress..I'llbeoutsoon.Gasesepe..



Hesaidblinkingbacktears.Hiswifejustgavebirth

totheirnewborn.Itwasabigdeal.

Alex:Ihearyou.

Rhys:Noone-

Hepausedashestartedthecartoreverseoutofthe

parkingspot.Neelohadthedocumentsfor

everythingsohewasn'tworriedaboutherlacking

anything.

Rhys:YouknowhoweverythingrollsAlex.Takecare

ofthem formebro...

Alex:Eerra.

Rhys:Thankyou.Letmehanguprightnow.

Hehungupandworehisseatbelt.Hedroveoffand

thepolicecarfollowedbehindhim.

AtPeter'soffice



PetergotthenewsofRhysand'sarrestandhe

coveredhisface.Therewasnotimeforpityparties

whenitcametothelaw.Heslumpeddownonhis

chairknowingthattherewasnowayhewasgoing

toconvincethejudgetogivealessersentence

lookingatthefactthaytheyhadtherightevidence.

Notenoughtoputhim awayforlifebutenoughto

puthim awayforafewyearsandhavehim

blacklisted.Heleanedbackandsuckedinabreath.

Hemightaswellgivethishisbestshot.Hewanted

tobepartnerafterall.Theywerebluffingweren'tthey?

Hehadafewhourstothinkaboutitallsofuckitall.

Hewasalawyerthroughandthrough.

AtNeelo'sparents

MaNeelocheckedtheroom andsmiled.Neelowas



finallygoingtobehere,eventhoughthebabycame

earlybutshewillbeheresoshecanshowherhow

totakecareofanewborn.

RaN:Shouldn'twegotoFrancistown?Nenegave

birthandsheneedsus..

MaN:Sheknowsshehastobehereforherbotsetsi

besidesherstayingtherewillbeexposingthebaby

toalotofbadaura.YoucangogetherwhileI

prepareforher.

RaN:ShejustgavebirthIdon'tthinkshewill

appreciatetravellingwithaninfant.

MaN:Neelodoesn'thaveahouseinFrancistownor

elseshewould'vetoldus.Insteadsheisco-habiting

withamanwhohadthenervetocall...

RaN:Thatmanisyourfutureaoninlawwhopaid

magadiaswellasdamageaforhisson.

MaN:Okay.Neeloneedstocomehereeitherway.

It'sherfirstchildaswell,itisafivemonthlong

confinement..



RaNshookhishead.

RaN:Iam goingtofillthetankandifyouwanttogo

withmetoFrancistowntoseeNeneyouwilltellme.

Keemellakabo12..

Hewalkedout.Hecouldn'tbelievehiswife.Ma

NeelowalkedbackinsideNeelo'sroom.Everything

wassetforherdaughterandgrandson.Shetookout

herphonetocallNeelobutshewasn'tanswering.

ShejadexpectedNeelotobetheonetocallandtell

herthatshegavebirth.

Atthehospital

MarangpassedbyandcheckedonNeelowhowas

relievedtoseeheroldersister.Herphonewashome,

herhusbandarrestedandherlittlebundleofjoywas

fastasleep.Hewassuchacutie.Shewouldgo

throughthoselabourpainsalloveragainforthis



cutething.Notthatshewantsanotherbabysoon.

Hellno!!

Neelo'sroom openedandhermother-in-lawwalked

in.Shesmiled.

Neelo:Dumelang..

MaRhys:Hellomychild.IdemandedAlexbringsme

hereimmediately.What'shisname?

Neelo:KeeneNate..

MaRhys:Whonamedhim?I'm sureRhysand

wouldn'tbeabletocomeupwithsuchaname..

Neelolaughedasshetriedtositproperly.Darn

thesestitches.Wasitgoingtolooknormalafterthe

stitches?Evefuckedupherdescendantsbigtime.

Neelo:Bathongkopalebuisemonnawamesentle..

MaRhyslookedatthebabywhowassleeping

peacefully.

MaRhys:Remindsmeofthesetwowhentheywere



newborns.

Alexshookhisheadsmilingabit.

Neelo:Ngwanayooeketemonnamogolo(thisbaby

looksold)

MaRhys:KetlagobeletsaNateNeelo(laughing)

Shelaughedandlookedatherbaby.

Neelo:Uhm Idon'thavemyphone..

Alex:Theoldladywantstocomebacklater.

MaRhys:Alex!!Whenaretheyreleasingyou

ngwanaka?

Neelo:Tomorrowmorning.Nateishealthy,I'm

healthyandall...

Alex:Excusemeforafewminutes.

HewalkedoutandMaRhyslookedatNeelo.She

knewapartofRhysandwasdevastedwhenRuby



abortedhischildandnowhehasachild.

MaRhys:Thereisalotyouhavetodo..

Neelo:Alot?

MaRhys:ng.Butwewilldealwiththat.Isyour

mothercoming?

Neelo:Ihavenoidea.Idon'thavemyphoneonme

butIwillcallwhenitcomes.Thankyouforcalling.

MaRhys:Anytime..

Neelofixedthepillowandcontinuedtalkingtoher

motherinlaw.

Atthepolicestation

Rhysandsatinthequestioningroom asdetective

Moilwelookedathim.Hewasnotgoingtoanswera

singlequestiontillhislawyerwashere.



Moilwe:Youhavebeencooperatingallthiswhilenow

youdecidetogomute?

Rhys:Thereisnothingtodiscussunlessmylawyeris

here..

Moilwe:Ifyouadmityoumightgetalesser

sentence...thinkaboutit.

Rhysandleanedbackasheslackenedhisjaw.He

wasgoingtowaitforhislawyertoshowup.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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Atthepolicestation

Rhysandlookedathislawyerasheexplained.Right

nowifthepolicestartedtoinvestigatetheywouldn't

findathing.Heworkedwithdangerouspeoplewho

anonymitywasaveryintegralpartofthebusiness.

Rhys:Thatisthat...

Lawyer:Arewegoingtopleadguilty?

Rhys:Notatall.ThelasttimeIwasarrestedthey

didn'thaveanysolidinformationonmetoputmein

prison.Ijustletthem...

Lawyer:Iwillseewhattodofrom whatyoutoldme

andfrom whatIalreadyknowfrom beingyour

lawyer.CanIsaysmartmoveonthepropertyand

bankaccounts?



Heletoutasuavesmile.

Rhys:EverythingisinhernameandatthismomentI

don'thaveapennytomyname.Eventhoseoffshore

accountsaswell.

Hislawyersaluted.Thismanwasn'tafraidofprison

washe?

Lawyer:Currentlywearelookingat5to10yearsof

prison.

Rhys:Shit!Ican'tdotimeforthatlong...

Laywer:Iknow.Idon'tknowwhatevidencethestate

hasagainstyou.

Rhys:Idon'twanttostressmywifebutshehasafile.

Shewillgiveittoyou.Giveityourbestshot...

ThelawyerraisedaneyebrowandRhysrubbedhis

stubble.Hecan'tdotimeforthatlong.Whatwoman

wouldwait10yearsforamaninprison?Heknewhe

wascrazyandbythattimehecameouthemightkill

Neeloandwhicheveridiotdecidedtofuckher.He



wouldn'twanttothinkthatfar..

Lawyer:Iwilldothat.

Rhys:Thankyou..

Laywer:Areyougoingtotalktothepolice?

Rhyschuckled.

Rhys:Iftheyaresosureoftheirstorytheywouldn't

bequestioningmewouldthey?

ThelaywersmirkedandRhysandsmiledleaning

back.

Lawyer:You'resmart.

Rhys:ThatiswhyIhaveasmartlaywerabdwifeas

well.

Laywer:Iwillworkonthis.Iwillappealforbailas

well.

Rhys:Thankyou..

Thelaywernodded.



Lawyer:Doyouneedmeduringthequestioning?

Rhys:Nah!Igotthiscovered.

Hislawyerstoodupandclosedhisbriefcase.He

salutedandwalkedoutasRhysandlickedhisdry

lips.Alexhadthecarkeysandhetalkedtohis

brothertokeepthelaptops,hidethem wherethe

policewon'tsearchandfindanything.Hejusthoped

hislittlemarshmallowwasokayandwasn't

stressing.ShehadNatetotakecareof.

DetectiveMoilwewalkedinsideandlookedatRhys.

Moilwe:Readytotalk?

Rhys:Thereisnothingtotalkabout..

Moilwe:Wearetryingtohelpyouhere,youcanbe

understateprotectionan-

Rhys:CanIgotothecellplease?

Moilwewantedtobeattheinformationoutof



Rhysandbutthenagainthatwasunethicaland

Rhysandwasabigmanwholookedlikehecankilla

manjustbysnappinghisneck.

Moilwe:Ifyouwanttotalkyouwillletusknow.

Rhys:Okay.

Hegotupandliftedhishandstobehandcuffed.

Moilwesuspiciouslylookedathim.Hiscalm aura

wasunnervinganditirkedhim inallthewrongways.

Rhysandwassupposedtobepanickingrightnow.

Hewasfacingtimeandhehadanewbornchildwith

hisgirlfriendorwhoeverthatwomanwastohim.

Surelyhewouldtalkbecausehischildandwoman

needahim butitlookedlikehedidn'tcare.

HecuffedhishandsandRhysandkeptastraight

pokerface.Thedetectiveledhim outoftheroom

andcalledoneoftheofficerstotakeRhysandtothe

cells.



Atthehospital

NeelosmiledasMaRhyslookedatthebaby.She

heldherphoneinhandfinallyunlockingit.Shefound

missedcallsfrom herdadandmotheraswellas

Wawa.

Shecalledherfatherback.

Neelo:Papahello..

RaN:HelloNene,Rhysandsaidyougavebirth..

Neelo:EerraIam stillinhospital.Mamaokae?

RaN:Backathome..

Shefrowned.

Neelo:Whatdoyoumean?

RaN:Iam inFrancistown.Iwasbythehouseand

eketehagonaope..

Neelo:Oh.Papacanyoucomebythehospital?

WhereRangzworkskonereiraDNAtestteng..



RaN:Okay.I'm onmyway..

Neelo:Thankyoupapa..mamaosetse?

RaN:BackatBobonong...

Shemaintainedhersmile.

Neelo:Okay.It'sokay..neketseelagorewago

mpayabotsetsi(Ithoughtshewouldbetheone

helpingmewiththebaby)

RaN:I'm onthewayngwanaka..

Neelo:Eerra.Gosharpopapa.

RaN:Bye!

Herfatherhungupandshesighed.ShesentWawaa

textmessageasRhysand'smotherlookedather.

MaRhys:What'swrong?Isyourmothernotcoming?

Neelo:Ithinkshewillcome...uhm isn'tNatecute?

Sheaskedjustsoshecanchangethetopic.



MaRhys:HelookslikeRhyswhenhewasababy

bathong.Gatwesecondnamekemang?

Neelo:Ihavetoaskoneofthenurse

waitse(chuckling)

MaRhys:Idon'twanttosee..

Neelo:IfIhateitI'm goingtochangeit..

MaRhys:Bathong!

ShelookedatNeelo.Alexhadexplainedthat

Rhysandwasarrested.Again.Shedidn'twantto

stressthenewmotheraboutthatbutshejust

wantedtoknow.

MaRhys:Areyouokay?

Neelo:Eemma.

MaRhys:Areyousure?ThatRhysandisnothere..

Sheexhaledandheldbacktears.



Neelo:IhaveNatetothinkabout..

MaRhys:Aongwanaka...

Neelodidn'twantthesympathyandverysoon

everyonewillknowRhyshasbeenarrested.She

didn'tknowhowhersister'sfamilywillreacttothat.

Imagineinvitingacriminalintotheirlives.Theyall

liveduprightlivesandshewasagangster'swife.

Shewassuretheywilljudgeherandshedidn'twant

todealwiththat.Shewassurehermotherwillsay"I

toldyouso"

Sheknewherhusbandkilledeventhoughhewasthe

sweetesttoher,hellshecouldshootwithout

misisngunddrhiaguidanceandwhatdidthatsay

abouther?

MaRhys:It'sokay,itwillworkoutintheend.

Neelo:Ihopeso.



Shewipedthetearsthathadrolleddownhercheeks.

Shedidn'tevennotice.Shesmiledtearfullyather

mother-in-law.Noteveryoneknewtheyweremarried

andtheywillbeshockedwhentheyfindout.

MaRhys:Whateveryouneed,wearehereautwe

Neelo?Wearefamilyafterall.

Neelo:Eemma..CanIfeedhim?

Shestretchedoutherhandsandhermotherinlaw

stooduptoplaceNateinherarms.

Neelo:Hellobaby.Thatwasgrandmaautweboy

boy?(inasoftbabyvoice)

ShetookoutherboobandheldNatesteadilyashe

startedtolatchonherboob.Thiswasheavenly.

*

*
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Atthehospital

RaNeeloknockedonthedoorandopeneditafterhe

wastoldtoenter.HelookedatRhysand'smotherfor

asecondbeforehenoddedandshesmiled.Shewas

afairlybeautifulwoman.Hehadtoadmittohimself.

Neelo:Papahi..

RaN:HelloNene.Howareyoufeeling?

Neelo:OkayIguess.

RaN:Youlookdown...

MaRhys:Letmeexcusemyself...

ShestoodupandwalkedoutasNeelo'sdadsaton



thechair.

RaN:What'shisname?

Neelo:Nate..

RaN:Nate?

Shenoddedandherfathershookhisheadwitha

smile.

RaN:Backinthedayweusedtonameourchildren

nameswithmeaning...

Neelo:Papagakebatle[dadIdon'twant](laughing)

RaN:Natesuitshim..Ihavealotofgrandkids..

Neelo:Yahneh!KanaRangzkidsaregrowngoreand

theyaresosweet..HarmonyotswanaRangzhamo

phateng(HarmonylooksexactlylikeRangz)

RaN:Iam yettomeetthem butI'm gladyouand

yoursistergetalong..

Neelo:Sheismeinaway.Anolderversion.Papayou

nevertoldmeofyourrelationshipwithMarang's

mom..



RaNsmiledwistfully.Ahthegoodolddayswhen

everythingwassimple.

Neelosawthatlittlesmile.Heroldmanhadbeenin

loveonceandherheartpinched.

RaN:Ourlovewaspure,shewasauniversitystudent

bytheway..

Neelonodded.

RaN:Afterhersemesterholidaysshedisappeared.

Shenevercamebackandthatwasthat.

Neelo:Butbeforethat..

RaN:Wewouldalwaysgototheriver,wellIwould

helphercarrywaterandsinceIhadthatfarm,there

usedtobemudhutsbytheway.Wewouldspend

timetherelookingatthestars.Thistimewehad

rabbitmeatandshewaslikeifsheaskedme

questionsabouthavingachild.WellIwasinmy

primebutIwasn'treadyforoneyet.Iguess.

Neeloblinkedandsmiled.Hisfacehadlitup.

RaN:Shesaidifweweregoingtohavekidsoneday



thegirlchildwouldbeMarangandtheboywouldbe

Lethabo...Marangbecausethesun'sraysbringlight

andLethabojusybecauseofhappiness.

Neelo:Youlovedher(softly)

RaN:Ididbutshestoppedcomingtothevillage

alongwithhermotherandIgotsobusythisside

thatonedaytheachewasn'tasbadandIstopped

hopingforhertocomebacktome.

Neelo:Papa!

RaN:Imetyourmotheryearslater.Ittookalotto

convinceherbecauseitseemedasifshehadbeen

scarredbyarelationshipaswell...

Neelo:Youlovemama..

RaN:OfcourseIdo...

Neelo:NotasmuchasMarang'smom andit'sokay..

RaN:Truelovecomesonceinalifetimeandifyou

haveit,pleasenurtureitandneverletitgo.It'srare..

Neelo:Rareastheglimmerofacometinthesky.

Henodded.Neelorealized.Herparentslovedeach



otherbuttheywerenotinlivewitheachother,they

settledforeachother.Sheclosedhereyesfora

secondbeforelookingatherdadonceagain.

Neelo:Iloveyoupapa.

RaN:Andyouarethebestthingthathasever

happenedtomeandnowIhavegrandsonsIcan

teachfarming..

Neelo:NowonderyouandRhysgetalong.Farming.

RaN:Heisasmartyoungman.Whereishebythe

way?

Neelo:uhm-ah....

ShelickedherlipsandlookedatNate.Tearsblinded

hereyes.Theyknewhewasgoingtobearrested

but...

Herlipsquiveredslightlyasshefacedthewindow.

RaNeelolookedathisdaughterasshetriedtolet

theairblowintohereyesanddryhertears.



Neelo:Hehasbeenarr-arrested.

Therewasasharpsilenceandshewaitedforher

dadtostartgoingonaboutherbadlifedecisions.

RaN:Howareyoufeeling?

Thetearsdroppedandshemumedherlips.She

swallowedthehotsummerairanditburntherthroat.

Neelo:Weakpapa..

RaN:Wearehereforyou.Whateveryouneed.You

lovehim?

Neelo:Heismyforeverdad.Ithasn'tbeenayearbut

thishasbeenthehappiest8monthsofmylife...

Herfathercouldseeherbrokennessandhowshe

triedtokeepitunderbay.Shewasreallytryingtobe

strong.

Neelo:IhavetothinkofNatemmeakere?Mysweet

littleboy..



RaN:Nene...

Neelo:I'm strongpapa.Youraisedastronggirland

yourgeneisstrong.Rangzhasbeenthroughhell

andbackbutostrongleene...

RaN:Nenewearehere.Wearegoingtohelpwith

Nateandbethereforyou...

Neelo:YouseeIalreadymisshim butithasn'tbeena

fullday.(swallowing)

RaN:It'sokaytofeelthatway...

Neelo:didIeversaythankyou?

RaN:Forwhat?

Neelo:Forgoingtothefarm withthatskorokoro

papa.Iwouldneverhavemettheloveofmylife...

Hechuckled.

Neelo:Imethim atthesalonbutitwasn'tan

interactionthough..

RaN:Neneyouspeakasifhewon'tbereleased.



Neelo:Youneverknow.Iwanttogobacktothefirst

night..(breathingin)Hisvoiceisinmyheadtelling

menottoworrybutIcan'thelpbutworry.Hissafety,

didheeat?Doeshewanttoseeourson?PapaI

don'tknowhowI'm goingtosurvivekana!

Hervoicewentupanoctaveandshecoveredher

mouthwithherhand.Shewasgoingtowakeup

Nateandshedidn'twanttowakeupthesweetchild.

RaN:Wewon'tpromisethatitwon'thurtmybaby

butwewillbewithyouthroughitall.

Shenoddedandforcedasmile.Shestarted

hummingtoherbabyastearsrolleddownhereyes.

Herfathergotthebabyfrom herandplacedhim in

thesmallcot.Hehuggedhischildasshesobbed

silently.Shedidn'thavetobestrongaroundhim.He

wasstillhislittlegirl.



Hourslaterafterherfatherhadleftwithhermother

inlawherphonerangmakinghersnapoutofher

temporaryescape.Shelookedatitandhermother's

numberflashed.

Sheclearedherthroatbeforeanswering.

Neelo:Hellomama.

MaN:Hello..howareyou?

Neelo:Okay..

MaN:WhenareyoucomingherewithNate?

Neelo:Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletotravelmama.Oka

mpayabotsetsikwano?

MaN:Neelo?

Neelo:Ma?

MaN:Doyouhaveahouse?

Neelo:NyaammabutthestitchesandNateisanew

born.Mamaplease,thisismyfirstchild.

MaN:Yourfatherwillbringyouhere..



Neelo:Mamakagokopa.Idon'tthinkIwillbeableto

travel.Mamaplease...

Shewasneartears.

MaN:Ipreparedeverythinghereandyousaidyou

weregoingtocomehere..

Neelo:Hecameearlyandmamakagokopa!

MaN:Neelothatman'shouseisnotyours,you

shouldbehomewiththenewbaby..Iam supposed

tohelpyouthroughbotsetsi.Didhechangeyour

mind?

Neelo:Mamakagokopa.I'llpayforeverythinga

guesthouse,otlatlaphakelalephakela,Ican'ttravel

andIneedyouhere.

Shewaitedaheartbeatandherheartshutteredat

hermother'sresponse.

MaN:YourdadwillbringyouhereNene.



Sheclosedhereyesanditseemslikeallshedidwas

crytoday.Itwassupposedtobeahappyday

becauseshebroughtherbabytothisearth.

.

.

*

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

NeeloopenedhereyestotendtoNate.Shedidn't

knowhowshewasgoingtogoaboutthismothering

thingbutshewasgoingtobethebestmotherto

Nate.Becausehedeservedit.

Thenursewalkedinandshesmiledabitlookingat

thenewmother.

Neelo:Nursehavethedocumentsbeensubmitted?

Nurse:For?

Neelo:Hisbirthcertificate?

Nurse:Letmeaskforyou.

Neelo:IfnotcanIseethem?Ijustwanttosee



something..

Nurse:Okay.Givemeamoment..

ThenursewalkedandNenesmiledlookingattheir

creation.Hermotherwillcomearound.Who

wouldn'twanttoseethissweetboy?

Neelo:Heybaby(smiling)Iloveyouokay?

Thenursecamebackwiththedocumentsandshe

handedthem toNeelo.Neelolookedatthename

andchuckled."ScrewyouMcKnight!"Shesaid

mentallyandgavethenursethedocumentsback.

Nurse:Thedocumentsareokay?

Neelo:Ee...thankyou.

AtRhysand'shouse

RaNeelopickedRhysand'smotheratthehouse.He



optedtospendthenightatalocalguesthouse.

MaRhys:Goodmorning.

RaN:Morning...

SheopenedthebackseatdoorandRaNeelo

stoppedher.

RaN:Thefrontseatisunoccupied.

Sheopenedthefrontpassengerdoorandgotinside.

RaNeelojoinedtheroadandshewatchedhim.He

wasverysoftspokenandthat'swhyhehadasweet

daughter.

MaRhys:Neelosayssheiabeingreleasedtoday.

RaN:that'sgood.I'lldropyouguysoffhere.

MaRhys:Ishermothercomingtohelpherwiththe

baby?

RaN:CanIbehonest?



MaRhys:Suure...

RaN:Idon'tknowtoo.Ogannegotlakwano..

MaRhys:Oh.I'm hereandIreallyhavenothingtodo

withmytime.I'm livingformygrandchildren.Ican

help.

Helookedatherassheflashedasmile.

RaN:Thatwouldbeverymuchappreciated.Thank

yousomuch.

MaRhys:Youdon'thavetothankme,wearefamily

arewenot?

RaN:weare...

Hecontinuedtodriveandshestartedtalkingwhile

hechirpedin.Bythetimetheyhadarrivedatthe

hospitaltheyhadhadagoodshareoflaughter.They

didn'twanttostressNeeloaboutRhysand'sarrest,

shewasafeedingmotherandstresswasn'tgood

forher.Notatall.



MaRhys:LetmeseewhatIcanhelpherpack..Isaw

thebabyroom backatthehouseandtheyprepared

well..

RaN:Okay.Letmecallsomeonewhileyouwalkin.

Hedialedhiswife'snumberandsheanswered.

RaN:Hello.AreyoucomingtohelpNenewiththe

baby?

MaN:Italkedtohertocomehere.

RaN:Yourchildneedsyouthere,Iwon'tforceherto

traveltherebecauseshedoesn't.Gaosabatlelesa.

MaN:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

RaN:Rhysand'smotherwillhelpyourdaughterwith

herfirstchild.Staystubbornandwatchyour

daughterdetachherselffrom you.

Beforeshecouldanswerbackhehungupandslid

hisphoneinthebackpocket.Herubbedhisface



andsmiledseeingMarang.

RaN:Hello...

Marang:Hello..willyoubeintownforlong?

RaN:AweekngwanakabutIcanextendmyvisit..

Marang:Thankyou..

RaNsatonthebenchesasMarangsatdowntalking

toherfather.Itwasstillunrealthatshehadafather,

shehadawholefamilyontheotherside.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wawacouldn'twaittoseeNeelo'sbaby.Thatwas

Kgosi'scousin.Atleastherchildwon'tbelonelyand

willhaveaplaymate.

ShewillhavetoaskNeelowhenshecanseethe

baby.NeelosaidehisnamewasNate.



ShewenttocheckonKgosi..

Atthehospital

Neelowascarefulnottoletthestitchescome

undoneashermother-in-lawheldNateandherdad

thebags.

RaN:Areyoufine?

Neelo:Eerra...

Herphonerangandshepausedassheanswered.

Neelo:Hello..

Voice:Hello,thisisRhysand'slawyer..

Neelo:Ohhi.HowmayIbeofassistance?

Voice:I'm sorryifmyvisitwillseem rudebutRhys

saysyouhaveafewdocumentsIneedtosee..

Neelo:Ofcourse.I'm onmywayhomeandIwillgive



them toyoulet'ssayanhour.Sofarhowismy

husbanddoing?

Voice:Yourhusbandisatoughone..

Shesmiled.

Voice:Ijustappliedforhisbail.Wewillseehowit

pansoutwhileweareawaitingatraildateandthe

case...

Neelo:Okay.Youknowhishouse?

Voice:YesMrsMcKnight...

Neelo:Alright.Thankyouandbye.

Shehungupandjoinedtheeldersastheywalkedto

thecar.Shehadacheckupandhermother-in-law

saidsheknewwhattodoforthestitchestoheal

quicker.Shetrustedherwisdom.Eldersknewthings

andshewasanewmother.

Shewonderedifherp*ssywilllookthesame?Will



Rhysenjoysexwithheragainafterhewitnessedthe

birthoftheirchild?Orbetteryetwillsheenjoysex

withherhusband?Shehadtimebeforeitcameto

thatsofornowNatewastoppriority.

Thedoorwasalreadyopenedandshesatatthe

back,MaRhysplacedNateinherarms.Whywashe

suchapeacefulbaby.It'sday2ofseeinghim and

stillshockedthattheymadeawholechild.

AtNeelo'sparents

MaNeelosatdownasherhusband'swordsrungin

herhead.Shesighedandstoodupheadingtothe

kitchen.Shewillgiveitaweekandtakeitfrom there.

AtPrison

Rhyssatonthebedashepatientlywaitedforhis



laywertogivehim feedbackaboutthebail.Hesat

therewonderingifNeeloateandifNate

rememberedhisfatherholdinghim eventhoughif

heisjustadayold.

Hewilltrytobestrong,Neeloreallydoesn'tneed

him tobebreakingdownifit'shislifestylethat

broughthim here.Hecoveredhisfacewithhislarge

handsandatiredsighescapedhislips.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtPrison

Eversincehelandedhere,hehasbeendecliningher

visitsbuthecouldn'tputhiswifeoffanylonger.He

didn'twanttohurtherandhimself.Hesuckedina

deepbreathasheplacedhishandcuffedhandson

thetablewheretheofficercanseethem.Hisbail

hadbeendeniedandhewasn'tsurehowtofeel

aboutthat.

Hiswifewalkedin,allsmartinalittleblackdress

anddenim jacket.Hecussedundwrhisbreath.

Mamaswashotandglowing.

Neelolookedaround.Shehadtriedtogethim tosee



herthesepastthreemonths.Shewasalwayshurt

whenhedidn'tshowup.Shewonderedwhat

changedhismindorwasitbecausethetrialwas

tomorrow?Shedidn'tknow..

Shesatdownandshedidn'twanttobreakdownand

cry.Sheshouldbehappythatsheisseeingher

husband.

Neelo:Babehi..

Rhys:Hellomarshmallow...

Hisdeepvoiceresonatedintheroom andjustlike

thattheRhyseffectstartedtakingplace.

Neelo:Imissyou..

Shesaidlookingathim.Hishairhadgrownandthat

neatlytrimmedbeardwasnolongerthere.Her

fingersachedtotouchhim butinsteadshetouched

herlips.



Rhys:Imissyoueverydaysweetheart.Howareyou

holdingup?

Neelo:Nateis3monthsold.Hehasyourlipsintiny

babyform though..

Hesmiledanditreachhiseyes.Neelolickedherlip

glossedlips.

Neelo:Yourmom sayshelooksexactlylikeyou.I

sawyourbabypictures.

Helaughedandlookeddown.

Rhys:Thatisworldclassembarrassment..

Neelo:Youdidn'tlookbadindiapersthoughbabe..

Rhys:Neelowaswaba..

Shelaughedandplacedherhandsdown.They

quicklywentsilent,theydidn'twanttoaddressthe

elephantintheroom.



Neelo:I'm prayingfortomorrow..

Helookeddownandcoveredhisfacewithboth

hands.Neelolookedaroundandtheprisonofficers

werewatchingherintently.Shetookariskand

touchedhishands.

Neelo:Bigboywesaidtilldeath.Forbetterorfor

worse..I'm notbackingdownfrom that.

Theofficerclearedhisthroatandsheplacedher

handsonthetable.Rhysandmovedhishandsand

shegrimaced.Thiswashard.Heclearedhisthroat

andshedecidedtochangethetopic.

Neelo:AnywayNateisasweetboyandIsawhis

secondthirdnames..

Hechucklef.

Neelo:Ishould'veexpectedthat.



Rhys:Youdidn'tevenwanttochangethenameNate,

Ithoughtitwasanicknameforafullname..

Neelo:Ididn'twanttonamehim NathanorNathaniel

orevenNatefo.Nateisfine..

Rhys:Ican'targuewithyouwhenyoudidallthe

pushinghun...

Neelo:Don'tremindme.Distitchnedinyesaand

havingtonursethem aswell..

Rhys:Sorryaboutthatmylove..

Neelo:Itwasallworthitdon'tworryaboutit.Am I

allowedtokissyou?

Helaughedandshecoveredherfacewithherhands

blushing.

Rhys:Idon'tthinktheyallowthatbutyoucangiveit

yourbestshot.

Sheremovedherhandsandlookedaroundbefore

shehalfstooduptoplaceasoftkissonhislipsand



satdownbeforeanofficerwalkedtotheirtable.

Rhystouchedhislipsandsmiledlookingather.

Neelo:Iloveyou.

"Timeup!"

Shesighedandhemouthedan"Iloveyou"

Neelo:Seeyoutomorrowbabe.Byee!

Shestooduponherfeetandwalkedout.Rhys

staredatherpertbottom andhemovedhiseyesto

theprisonguardswhowerestaringaswell.Hiswife

wasawhole11/10andhewasproudofthat.He

wonderedhowitwouldbeliketopartherfleshand

buryhimselfdeepinsideofher.Hereallyhopedfora

betterverdict.

Hestoodupandwasescortedbacktohiscell.



MeanwhileNeelosignedherselfout.Shewashappy

tohaveatleastseenherhusband.Herphonerang

andshesighed.

Shetookitoutashermotherinlawcalled.

Neelo:Mothers...

MaRhys:WantlwaelaNeelo..

Neelo:IsNateokay?NgwanawaRhysomatepe

bathong...

MaRhys:Heissleeping.Howdidthevisitgo?

Neelo:Prettygood.We'lljustattendcourttomorrow...

MaRhys:Reallyhopingforthebest.

Neelo:Metoo.I'm onmyway....

Shehungupandsighedasshewalkedoutthedoor.

Shelookedaroundandwalkedtotheparkinglot.



AtPeter'soffice

Helookedateverythingandhehadastrongcase.

Tomorrowwastheeday.

Hesmiledandleanedbackonhischair.

Atthemall

AlexwalkedaroundthestorecarryingKgosi.Itwas

theirdaddysondayandheadoredhisson.Wapelo

wasbusyatthemomentplushehadfinally

acceptedthatitwasoverforthem.Therewasnever

goingtobeaWapeloAlexlovestory,justtwo

parentstoanamazinglittleboy.

WhileinthestoreAlexfrownedashespottedthat

girlfrom monthsago.Heshookhisheadand

focusedongettingwhatKgosiwanted.Neotucked



herhairbehindherearasshewalkedinthestore.

Sheblinkedthreetimes,registeringthatmanshe

oncestoppedhercarfor.

Hehadachild?Alongburiedacheresurfacedand

sheswallowed.Sheforcedasmileanddidher

shopping.

.

.

*

*

*
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Attheshop

Neojoinedthelineandherbreathcaughtinher

throatasthestrabgerstoodbehindher.Sheturned

herheadandheheldhergaze.

Alex:Hi..

Neo:Ohhistranger..

Alexsmiled.Henevertoldherhisnamedidhe?

Alex:I'm Alex,yousaidyournamewasNeo?

Neo:Youremember?(Touchinghernecklace)you

seemeddistraught...

KgosistartedtouchingAlex'sfaceandhesmiled



lookingathissonwhowantedhisattention.

Neo:Helookssomuchlikeyou...

Alex:Thankyou..

Sheletoutaslowsmileandfacedforward.

Alex:Neo?

Sheturnedandheusedhisfreehandtorubhishead.

Alex:Wouldyouliketohavelunchwithme?

Neo:I'm sureyourgirlfriendwon'tappreciatethat..

Alex:whoa!Idon'thaveagirlfriendandI'm alittle

crustyatthis..it'sbeenalongtimeainceIasked

anyoneout.

Neo:Sure?Won'tthislittleguymind?

ShesaidasshetouchedKgosi'shandandhegave

heragummysmile.

Alex:Ofcoursenot..isthatayes?



Neo:Youarebeingbrassbutyes.Lunchwilkdo.

Alex:Thankyou...

Theystartedtomakesmalltalkallthewaytothe

counterwheretheypaidfortheirstuffandwalkedto

theparkinglot.

Alex:I'llputtheseinthecarandyoudosol,we'll

meetbythatfastfoodplace.(pointingatthe

directionoftheshop

Neo:Okay.Givemeaminute.

ThetwosplitandAlexwalkedtothecar.

Alex:Heybuddypleasebehavefordaddy...

HesaidtoKgosiwhostartedwithhisinaudiblebaby

talk.

MinuteslaterAlexwassittngdownwaitingforNeo



toshowup.Hewasthankfulforthebabyseatthe

placehadandKgosiwascomfortableaswell.Neo

walkedinandlookedaround.Shespottedhim and

hewaved.Shehadreappliedherglossandchecked

ifshewasfineandsmellledfine.

Neo:IhopeIdidn'tkeepyouguyswaitingfortoolong.

Alex:Nope..shouldweorder?

Hecalledthewaiter.MeanwhileWapeloremoved

hershadesasshewalkedinsidetherestaurant.She

pausedforaminuteandsquitenedhereyes.Was

thatAlexwiththeirsonandanotherwoman?Hewas

alreadylettinghersonhangaroundrandom women?

Wow!Shebreathedinandoutandshewalkedby

theirtabletogoplaceherlunchorder.Shesatdown

andpressedherphone.Shewasn'tcrazysoshewas

notgoingtodoanythingcrazy.Sheheardthegirl's

laughterandturnedherhead.Shewassurethey

didn'tseeherbutshecouldseethem.Thegirl

playedwithKgosiwhogiggled.Imaginethegirlshe



must'veexposedhersonto.

Twentyminuteslaterherorderwasreadyandshe

gotthedoggybag.Shepassedbythem andKgosi

sawherfirst.Heclappedhishandsandshesmiled.

Wawa:Hellobabyyy...

NeogotabituncomfortableasWapeloplacedher

doggybagdownandpickedhersonup.

Wawa:Hi.

Alex:Uhm hey...

HestoppedhimselfforwantingtoexplainandWawa

kissedKgosiandplacedhim down.

ShewalkedawayandNeolookedather.Whowas

she?

Alex:Uhm that'sKgosi'smother.



Neo:Oh.Okay.

Wapelowalkedtothecarandsatdown.Shedialed

Neelowhopickedup.

Wawa:NeeloAlexisentertaininggirls.

Neelo:Okay.Anythingwrongwiththat?Youguysare

nottogether...

Wawa:Kgosiisnotevenoldenoughyetandhe

entertainsgirlswithmyson.

Neelo:That'swrong.Talktohim aboutitbutIhavea

feelingit'smorethanthat.

Wawa:Hemovedonsofast..

Neelo:Whoa!Thereisnotimeframeformovingon.

Wawa:Andhehadclaimedhelovedme...

Neelo:Wapelo!Listen!Reetsa!Youlefthim for

cheatingandgoodforyoubabes,youchoseyour

peacebuthonestlytheguywasboundtomoveon.

Nooneisstoppingyoufrom datingtoo...

Wawa:Butstill...



Neelo:NgngWapelo,yourefusedhisadvances

shortlyafterbreakingupakere?Youarejealoushe

movedonanddon'ttellmeyouwillwanthim back.

Wawa:Istilllovehim.

Neelo:Lovealoneisneverenough.Kante?Butyou

knowwhat?DoyouWapelo...Hewasalsoboundto

stopchasingyouandaccepthislossesandmove.

Youshoulddothesamethough...

Wawa:Akereyouhavealovingman.IfRhysandwas

tocheatandwantyoubackyouwouldtakehim

akere?

Neelo:Iwouldkillhim butgarebuekanna,Ihave

enoughtoworryaboutthanyouwantingtomake

anotherstupidassdecisionagain.Sticktoyour

decision.Healingishardandknowingyourworthia

evenharder.

Wawa:Myproblemsarestupid?

Neelo:Knowwhat,Iam notstartingafightautwe?

Byee!



Neelohungupinherearandshejustlookedatthe

phone.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand'shouse

NeelolookedatNateashesleptsoundly.She

wishedthatRhysmightbeouttomorrow.Sohecan

comehometohisfamily.Tothem.Her.Nateand

pretendasifthatbadchapterdidn'thappen.Atany

pointoftheirlives.

Shesighedandwalkedoutoftheroom asherphone

rang.Shepickeditup.

Neelo:Heysis.

Marang:Areyouokay?

Neelo:Uhm..I'm fine...

Marang:Itookadayoffwork,papasaidheisonhis



way.Neeloyoushouldknowyou'renotalone.

Neelo:Yousaidpapa?

Marang:Idid?

Shesmiled.

Neelo:Thankyousomuch...

Marang:Sohesaidhewillbedrivingustocourt,you

arenotaloneautwe?Everythingwillworkoutinthe

end.Justdon'tgiveup.

Neelo:Thankyousomuch...

Marang:Morethanwelcome...Heelawenagologa

hoo!

Neelo:Andthat'smycuetohangup..

Marang:thekidscanbetooactiveiftheyhadsugar,I

don'tknowwhyJoshgavethem sugar..

Neelo:Bathong!

Marang:Anywayssis,I'llcalllater.Wecanprayabout

itbeforeyousleep.

Neelo:Thanks.Byee!



Marang:Byeeebye!

Shehungupandplacedherphonedown.Ifherdad

wascomingwouldhermothercomeaswell?She

wantedtoknowthat.Hermotherwasonlyherfora

monthafterNatewasbornandtheymanagedtoput

theirdifferencesaside.Onethingaheknewwasthat

hermotherandmother-in-lawdidn'tvibe.She

wantedtoknowwhybutshewasn'tgoingtoaddto

moreofherproblems.

Sherubbedherhandsonherdressandwalkedto

herroom.Thebedwaslonelyandshesometimes

wishedshehadmethim alreadyreformed.Justso

shedoesn'thavetogothroughsuchheartache.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelowalkedoutofthekitcheninhershortsas

shewenttogetthedoor.Shesatdownandthought



aboutwhatNeelosaid.Shewasright?Knowingyour

worthishardandshewasthefirsttoendtheir

alreadyunstablerelationship.Shebreathedinand

outassheheldthedoorhandle,turneditand

openedthedoor.

Alex:Hey,icamebackwiththislittlebugger..

Wawa:Ofcourse,comein..

KgosiraisedhishandsandWapelogothim from his

fatherashewalkedinsidetoplaceKgosi'sbabybag

onthesofa.

Alex:Wapeloit'sno-

Wawa:It'sokay..Aslongasyoudon'tintroducemy

sontorandom women.Heshouldn'tbeexposedto

suchrighybaby?

ShelookedatKgosiwithasmileandhesmiled.She



placedhim downsohecancrawl.Alexlookedat

Wapelo'sfreshthighsexposed.HiaAdam'sapple

bobbed.Hewon'tbethefirstmantotapthatand

seeifalltherumoursheheardaboutsexaftergiving

birthwastrue.Maybebecarelessabitandleave

anotherbabyinher..

Wawa:Thankyou..

Alex:Uhm yeah..sureyou'refineaboutitall?

Wawa:Yes(sighing)

Alex:Thatsighisworrying..

Wawa:It'sokay.YoumoveonAlex..

Alex:Youdon'tmeanthat..

Shesquintedhereyes.

Wawa:IwasjealousIadmitandfoughtwithmyselfif

Ishoukdtakeyoubackbutwhat'sdoneisdone.

Alex:Oh..



Wawa:Honestly...

Alex:Alright.Bye.

Wawa:Bye..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Wawasatdown

andwatchedherbabycrawlaround.Neelowasright,

sheshouldn'tevebbebitter.Shewasboundtobe

jealousbutsheshoukdthinkwithherheadnother

stupidheart.Herheartwasthereasonshehadbeen

hurtbefore.

Alexgotinsidethecarandthoughtaboutcalling

Neobuthehadhisbrother'scourtcasetoworry

abouttomorrow.Hejoinedtheroadanddroveoff.

AtRhysand'shouse

Neelogrinnedassheservedtheeldersfood.Her

mother-in-lawandfathergotonlikeahouseonfire.



Atfirstshehadsuspicionsbutitwasallfunbanter

andolderpeoplegettingalong.Nothingsinister.

MaRhys:I'lllookafterNateherewhenyouguysgoto

court..

Neelo:Thankyou.

MaRhys:Youwillupdatemeabouteverything

happeningatcourtakere?

RaN:Ofcourse...

Neelosmiled.Herphonebeepedwithamessage

andshefrowned.Sheopenedthemessenger

message.

Ruby:Hey.Uhm Ihopeyou'redoinggood.Allthebest

fortomorrow'scourtdayandstaystrong.Sending

virtualhugs

Shereadthemessageoverandover.Thatwas



sweet.Shetextedback.

Neelo:Thankyou

Anothermessagefrom Wawapoppeduponher

screen.

Wawa:Thankyouforputtingmetoorder Ican

thinknowbutanywayhopetomorrowiskindandthe

universehearayourprayerasweetthing Willcallin

themorningsis...

Sherepliedandbreathesinandout.Sheneededan

earlynighybecauseherheadwasspinning.

Neelo:IthinkI'm goingtohaveanearlynighttoday..

RaN:Okaymychild.

MaRhys:Goodnightlove...



Shenoddedandleftthetwointhelounge.She

wasn'tevensurprisedthathermotherdidn'tshowup.

Shehalfexpecteditandtheotherhalfwantedher

mothertoproveherwrongandshowup.

ShecheckedonNatebeforesheheadedtoherown.

Hersister'snumberpoppeduponherscreen.She

answeredthevideocallandMarangsmiled.She

wasjustarayofsunshinedidsheknowthat?

Marang:Okaysweetie?

Neelo:I'm notababyMarang..

Marang:Youaremybabysis...anyhowwedidsaywe

areprayingakere?

Neelo:Eemma...

Shebreathedinandout.

Marang:Youdon'thavetosayanything..

Neelosmiledwithtearsinhereyes.Shewastrying

sohard.



Marang:Ourtearsareprayerswhenwecan'tspeak.

It'sokay..

Neelobrokedowninfrontofthephone.Allthe

anxietyofnotknowingwhatwillhappenatcourt

tomorrow,thefactthatRhyswasabsent,notby

choicebutitstillhurt.

Marangwatchedsilentlyandalthoughshecouldn't

relate,shewasgoingtobethereforNeeloevery

stepoftheway.Neelocoveredherfaceandsniffled.

Afterminutesshefinallylookedatthescreenwith

hernowpinknose.

Marang:Letitalloutthenwewillstart.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheMagistratesHighCourt

Alexsatinhiscarashebreathedinandout.He

wantedRhysoutsohecantellhim theirestranged

fatherhadcontactedhim.Heapologisedandtold

him theyhaveasister.

Hewasn'tsurehowRhyswasgoingtotakethat

becausebigbrotherhadalotonhisplate.Rhysand's

lawyerhadcalledhim toupdatehim onafewthings

andhehopedeverythingwasgoingtogowell.The

lasttimeRhyswasreleasedandthecasedropped

soheexpectedthesameoutcome.Alexplacedhis

headonthesteeringwheel.



Alex:GodIknowI'm notasaintoranythingalong

thoselinesbutpleasesparemybrother,hehasa

familythatloveshim sosomuch...

Hebreathedintohishands.Heshouldn'tcry,hewas

amanandhehastotakecareofbothfamiliesand

bestrongforthem.

HefinallygotoutofthecarandhespottedNeelo

withherdadandsister.Hewalkedtothem andshe

lookedathim.

Alex:Howareyoufeeling?

Neelo:I-Idon'tknowAlex.Promisemeheisgetting

outtoday...

BothMarangandRaNeelolookedatNeeloasher

eyespleadedwithAlex.

Alex:Neelogakeitse...



Shebitherlipandlookeddownatherblackheel.

Hellsheworkedhereandshewasattendingher

husband'strialhere?F*ck!

Alex:Neeloasmuchaswewanthim out,qearenot

thejudge...

Neelo:Iknow..

Hehuggedherandsheheldbackhertearsjustso

theydon'truinhermake-up.

Alex:Whatevertheoutcome,wearegettingthrough

thisokay?

Shenoddedashelethergoandtheywalkedtothe

court'sopendoors.Sheqasgladthattheywereearly

andthemediahousewerenowheretobeseen.She

couldn'triskbreakingdowninfrontoftheflashing

camerasansbecomingthenextday'spaoer

NewsHeadlines.



TheyfoundtheirseatsasRhysandhadhishead

downlowtalkingtohislawyer.

Lawyer:Theinformationwehavewillworkinour

advantage,soyougetalessersentence..

Rhys:F*ck!Theirinformantmusthaveavendetta

againstme..

Lawyer:Theydon'thavethefullinfodothey,Rhys

trustme..

Rhys:Youlookedintothecaseclosely?

Lawyer:Weareexcludingtheshootings,because

wowthebodycountisuhm wow!

Hechuckled.Alotofbodies.

Lawyer:Thatcangiveyouadeathsentence.Waitse

goremurderhere...

Rhys:Iknow..

Lawyer:We'llgiveitoutbestshot.



Rhys:Mylifeisknyourhands.

Lawyer:NotwhenIhadtoconsultotherlawyers....

Rhys:AndI'm hearingofthisnow?

Lawyer:Incaseyouflipped..

Rhys:Whoishe?

Lawyer:Her..

Rhys:Okay.Ijusttrustyou..

Thelawyerlookedaroundthecourtroom and

spottedthefamily.

Lawyer:Yourwife,brotherandfamilyarehere..

RhysliftedhisheadandhiseyeslockedwithNeelo's

eyeswhowassittingbetweenhersisterandfather.

Alexkeotastraightfaceandhesmiledinher

directionasthecourtstartedtofillup.Shesmiled

backandhelookedbackathislawyer.



AtT&M Publications

Rubysatatherdeskandshesighed.Shecouldn't

focusonherjob,thejournaliststhatworkedhere

hadgonetoattendandapartofherselfregretted

evergivingthepoliceachancetodelveindeeper

intowhatRhysanddid.

Apartofthiswasherfaultandshewantedtosee

thelawyerwhowasrepresentingthestate.Shewill

justgetawrittenwarning.

Shegrabbedherhandbagandfixedthefileaonher

desk.Shetookherlaptopwiththeotherandwalked

away.Shewilltextoncesheisincourt.

WiththatRubyhadmadethedecisiontoattebd

Rhysand'strial.Accordingtotrustedsourcesthe

statedidhaveacaseagainsthim.



AtTheMagistratesHighCourt

Onceeveryonewasincourtincludingtheprosecutor

thecourtwassilenced.

Rubyrubbedhereyes.WasthatPeter?Shewow!

Peterwastheprosecutorandhewantedtodateher?

Surprisingthatshehadfoundhismessagerequest

from beforeheevenmether.Didhewanttouseher

forinformation?

Peter?Peter?Shedidn'tmissthewayNeeloshot

daggersbehindPeterandsheclosedhereyestrying

torememberthename..

Sheopenedhereyes.F*ck!Peter!Neelousedtogo

onandonaboutalawstudentwhobrokeherheart.

Nowitmadesense.PeterwasNeelo'svarsityex.

Whydidittakesolongforhertorealisethis?



"Allrise!"

EveryonestoodupandRubydidn'tmisshow

Rhysandstilllookedgood.Howdidhedothat?Other

mencouldhavebeenhotmessesiftheywereinthe

samesituationhewas.

Thejudgewalkedinsidethecourtroom andunlike

thelasttime,thisonewasawoman.Okayshe

wantedtoseehowthisonewaagoingtogo.

NeelonearlyrolledhereyeslookingatPeter.The

foolbetterhaveseducedthejudgeorelseshewas

goingtomakehislifealivinghell.

"Youmaytakeyourseats"

Everyonesatdown.Asthenumberofthecasewas

readoutloud.



Neeloplacedherhandsonherlapascourtday

started.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheMagistratesHighCourt

AfterallwassaidanddoneandNeelowasalready

clingingtoherdad'shands.Theyhadhadabreak

andcourcontinued.Thejudgelookedatboth

lawyersandtheyhadpresentedastrongcase.Both

ofthem.Shelookedattheoffenderandshedidn't

wanttoliethatherheartskippedabeatwhenshe

lookedathim.Helookedlikethwroightypeofguy

todemandforsexandyouhadnochoicebuttogive

ittohim andloveitatthesametime.

Shelookedatthecourt.Thisneededtobeoverand

donewith.Thelastrecesssheconsultedwiththe

membersofthejuryaboutherdecisionandtheyhad

allagreedonit.



RhyslookedatNeelowholookednervousashell

andthenbackathislawyer.Hedidhisbestandhe

wasn'tgoingtofaulthim inanyway.

Judge:Iassessedbothsidesbutasalwaysthelaw

hastobeserved.Aseveryoneisaware,thisisn'tthe

firsttimeMrMcKnightisincourt.Hewashere

almostayearago....

Neelowantedtothejudgetosayherverdict.The

nervesweregettingtoherandshewasn'tsurehow

longshewasgoingtokeepupthestrongfront.

Judge:ThiscourtthereforefindsRhysandMcKnight

guiltyofmoneylaundering...

TherewasanaudiblegaspinthecrowdandNeelo

bitdownherliptostopthetears.Marangheldher

handstighterandNeeloblinkedbackthetears.



Rhysandlookeddown.Theyexpectedeverydamn

thing.

Judge:Alongwiththecriminalactivitythatwasused

togainthemoney..

Shepausedandlookedatthecourtroom.

Judge:Theaccusedhasbeensentencedto5years

inprisonforillegalmovementofdiamondandhas5

yearsincustodyforthemoneylaunderingoffence

afterhehasservedhissentence.AcourtfineofP50

000willbechargedaswell.

Thejudge'swordsmadeNeelo'sheaddizzy.Allshe

heardwasfiveyearsandshehadcompletely

detachedherselffrom thesituation.Sheclosedher

eyesandheldinhercries.Sheplacedherheadon

herfather'sshoulderasthetearsrolleddownher

cheeks.Thejudgecontinuedtalkingandshedidn't



evenhearawordshesaid.

Judge:Courtdismissed!

Everyonestoodupasthejudgestooduptowalk

away.NeeloswallowedlookingatRhysand.He

lookeddefeatedbutwastryingtoappearnonchalant.

Marang:Heyyoucanseehim now...

Neelousedherhandstowipehertearsasshestood

up.Herlegsfeptlikejellyandsheheldonto

Marang'sshoulder.

Marangstoodupaswellandheldhersister'swaist.

Shewasgoingtofallinthoseheelaandshewasn't

intherightstateofmind.



Rhysandlookedathislawyer.

Lawyer:Howareyoufeelingaboutthwfinalverdict?

Rhys:Apartofmeexpecteditandanother-Iwanted

togohometoseeandtouchmykid...

Heclosedhiseyesandbreathedintohishands.His

lawyertappedhim ontheshoulderandheopened

hiseyes.

Laywer:Sheisbehindyou...

RhysandturnedandNeelowasbehindhim with

tearsinhereyes.Hehuggedherandsheplacedher

headonhischest.

Rhys:We'llbeokay?TakecareofNateokay?

Shenoddedsobbing.RaNeeloclutchedhisheart,



hopefullytimewillmoveonthatfastsothat

Rhysandcancomehometohisfamily.

Neelo:I-Idon'twantyoutogo..

Rhys:Iknowsweetheart..

Thelawyergavethepoliceofficerapleadinglook,to

justgivethecoupleextraminutes.

Neelo:Iloveyou.

Rhys:Iloveyoumorebabygirl.Takecareofourbaby

okay?

Shenoddedandlethim goasshesniffed.Rhysand

lookedattheofficerandhegavehim hishands.

NeelomovedbackasRhysandwashandcuffed.She

watchedhim asthepoliceofficersescortedhim out.

Thecourthousewasemptyatthispointandshelet

outaloudcry.Rhysheardthecryandheclosedhis

eyesastheofficerpushedhim forward.



MeanwhileNeeloheldontothetableforstabilityand

Marangheldher.

Marang:Babyit'sgoingtobeokay..Ipromiseyou..

Neelocouldn'tutterasinglewordashotburning

tearsruinedheralreadyruinedmake-up.Shegasped

forbreathandMarangsatherdown.

Marang:BreathNeelo,breathmybaby...please.

Hercrytorethroughthequietcourtroom andshehit

herchestwhiletryingtospeak.

Neelo:T-Thish-hurtslikehell...

Marang:Iknow..

Neelo:Youdon't(crying)

Shelookedlikeamesswiththemascararunning

downherfacemixedwiththefoundation...

Neelo:Youfuuuckiiiingdoooont...



Shetrailedoffcrying.

Neelo:Heisahalfofme(screaming)Ican't!!

RaNeelocoveredhismouthwithhishands.Shewas

amess.

Neelo:Id-don'twaaaaanthiiiim togoooo(breathing

heavily)

Marangdidn'tsayanythingasshecomfortedher

sister.Neelocouldn'tstopthetearsthatrolleddown

hereyes.

Neelo:Itfeltlikeheavenamomentago(crying)

Alexstoodbythecorner.Hehadwatchedeverything

unfoldandseeingNeelofallapartattheseamshit



him hardinthegut.Shereallylovedhisbrother.That

fiercelyandhowhurtshewasmadehim shedatear.

Hedabbeditwithhisfingerasshegaspedfor

breath.Hersisterwasamedicaldoctorsoshewas

goingtohelpifanythinghappensoitoftheblue.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtRhysand'shouse

Marangrubbedherarms.Shefeltsobadforgiving

hersistersedatives.

Maranglookedatherdad.

Marang:Shewillbefine,lookingatthecaseandthe

crimeshegotthelightestsentence.

RaN:Iknow.

Marang:Idon'tknowwhyIknowshewillbefine,

therewillalwaysbethatacheinherheartbutatthe

endofthefiveyearsperiodhewillcomebackhome

andIhopeshewillopenherarmsfortheloveofher

life.



RaNsighedandclosedthedoorastheywalkedout

oftheroom.Rhysand'smotherwasplayingwithlittle

NatewhoclappedhishandsseeingMarang.Marang

chuckledandpickeduphernephew.Hewasacute

littlething.

Marang:heybabyyy...

ThetwoelderswalkedtothekitchenandMaRhys

letthesmilefall.

RaN:Fiveyearsisnothing,thatwasthelightest

sentence..

MaRhys:Alexsaidsotoo.

RaN:Hewillbeoutinnotime...

MaRhys:IfeelsorryforNate..

TheybothlookedatMarangwhowasplayingwith

Nate.AhiftheyallhadthesameinnocenceNate.

AtPeter'shouse



Hehadn'tbeenhappyaboutthesentencelookingat

thecrimes.Althoughtheirevidenceheldabitof

weightincourt,hehadtoadmitRhysandhadone

hellofalawyerhencethebareminimum asa

sentence.Heclosedhiseyes.

Hehopedthiswillpleasehispartnerandhewanted

tocelebratehiswinbuthedidn'tfeellikehewon

anythingatall.Therewasnowifetocomehometo

sohecouldcelebratewith,hismotherwasina

nursinghome.Sheforgoherownaonduetothe

dementiaandhefeltempty.Soempty.

Heputhishandsinhispocketsandlookedaround

thehouse.Itwasallfurniture.Nomemoriesor

anythinghecanholdontoandsaythiswasspecial

oranythingspecialhappenedinthisroom.He

actuallyfeltsosorryforhimselfatthisexact

moment.

AtRuby'shouse



RubyfeltsorryforNeelo.ShereallylovedRhysand

andshesawhowNeelozonedoutwhenRhyswas

sentenced.Shebreathed.

Onedayshewillfindthatloveworthsacrificing

everythingfor.Theonewhereshewouldsmileas

shegotbackhomefrom workandhewouldbewith

theirbabybecausehevolunteeredtostaywiththe

babyfortheday.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelowalkedintothebaby'sroom.Shewatched

asAlexstaredatKgosiasheslept.Hehasbeen

coopedupintheroom eversincehewasbackfrom

Rhysand'scourtcase.

Alex:Andtothinkforthenextfiveyearshewon'tsee

hissongro-



AlumpstuckinhisthroatashelookedatKgosi.

Rhyswasn'taloneandheknewthayheshouldbe

behindbarstoobuthisbrotherdidn'tevenmention

him.Notatall.Thatwasselflessofhim.

Wawa:Don'tbeatyourselfupaboutit..

Alex:Uhm yeah...

Heswallowedandheclosedhiseyes.Justsotears

don'trolldownhischeeks.

Alex:Iwillspendeachdaylovingmysonandbeing

thereforhim.

Wawa:I'm sureyouwill.

Shesighedandwalkedoutoftheroom.

Thefollowingmorning



AtRhysand'shouse

Neelofinallywokeup.Shefeltsolightheadedand

shelickedherlips.Sheclosedhereyesagain,

swolleneyesandshedidn'tevenknowifshe

dreamedornot.

Yesterday'srecollectionshitherlikeatiradeand

tearsrolleddownhereyes.Shedidn'tknowhowshe

gottothehouseevenbecausetheacheinherchest

wasstillthere.Herphonerangandshewantedto

cryoutloud.Thesonghededicatedtoherwhenhe

proposed.Shetouchedherlips,shemissedtheway

hefeltonherlips.

Shedidn'ttrustherselftoseehim withoutbreaking

downsoshedidn'tknowwhenshewillseehim

again.Sheplacedherhandsonherkneesasthe

phoneringtonefilledtheemptyroom.Thephone



atoppedringingandshepickeditup.Hermother.

Shedidn'twantalecturesosheplaceditdownand

cried.HercrieswokeupbabyNateintheotherroom.

MaRhysandwenttotendtothebabyasherheart

broke.Babiescouldsenseenergyandthefactthat

herbabycriedwhenNeelocriedoutloud.

Sheshushedthebabyasshehummedtothebaby.

Neelosobbedagainstthepillowwithaheavyheart

asthephonerangagain.Thesongremindedherof

thegoodtimes.Theywereforeverright?Whydidit

feellikeitwastheendoftheirlovestory?

.

.

*

TWOYEARSLATER
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AtAlex'soffice

Alexsmiledproudlyashelookedatthwofficespace

herented.Hehopedhewasgoingtogettendersand

thefactthathewasRhysand'sbrotherwon'tmake

them sidelinehim.

Theofficedooropenedandhesmiledlookingather

asshehandedhim coffee.

Alex:We'llseehowitgoes..

Her:Yessir.DidyoupickupKgosifrom school?

Alex:Shit!Iforgotbabe..



Hekissedhercheekandhestoppedthenheplaced

hisfreehandaroundherwaist.Hepeckedherlips

once,twiceandthenagainbeforehewentinfora

fullblownkiss.

Alex:Iloveyou..

Her:Iloveyoutoo,nowgotlherraaisealele(before

hecries)

Alex:Yesma'am.

Hewalkedoutoftheofficeandshelookedaround.

Notbad.NotthatAlexdidn'thavemoneybutthis

wasnotabadwaytomakemoremoney.

Shedrankhercoffeeandlookedatthetable.Heleft

hisphone.Shefacepalmedandpickeditup.Typical

ofAlextodothat.Orwashetryingtoshowherthat

hewasn'tacheateranymore,givenhishistorywith

cheatingandall?Sheshruggedandplaceditonthe

desk.Shesatdownontopofthemahoganydesk

andletoutacontentsigh.



Attheoffice

Neelopushedherhairbackasshelookedatthefiles

infrontofher.Sheresignedayearagoanddecided

totakeoverRhysand'scompany.Sofarsogoodand

shehadplentuofadviceaboutbusiness.Sheread

booksandtriedanonlinecourseaswell.

Shewasproudtosayshewasdoingwellonthat

part.Sheclosedhereyes.Threemoreyearstogo.

Yay!

Sheheldbacktearsbutshookherhead.Shehad

workandshewasgoingtobehomejustintimeto

readabedtimestoryforNate.Shefeltthefamiliar

nauseariseupandsheplacedherhandsonthe

desktoholditback.Sheclosedhereyesandthe

nauseawentdown.Justabit.



Sheopenedherdeskdrawerandlookedatthetest.

It'sbeenaweekofhertryingtodebatewhetherto

takeitornot.Shewasprobablydreamingitandit

wasjustthenervesofwork.Shepushedclosethe

drawerandwentbacktowork.

AtBobonong

AtMaRhysand'shouse

Shesatdowntodrinkherusualcupoftea.Shesaw

Lebopotheotherdaytakingawalkwithherdad.

Lebopolookedsohappyandshesmiled.Sohewas

reallygettinghisshittogether.Lebopowasgoingto

haveabeautifulchildhood,sherememberedhowhe

wasbeforehegotabusive.Hehadloveinhim she

justdidn'tknowwhenitfaded.

AtNeelo'sparents



MaNeelohungthelaundryattheback.Herhusband

hadgonetothwfarm andthepasttwoyearshave

beenokay.Neelodaredhertomentionhowshe

madeamistakeaboutRhysandshewouldcuther

off.Sheshutupatthatmomentandneverdaredto

mentionRhys.

ShedidmeetMarangandshelookedsomuchlike

Neelojustafewyearsolder.ShehadNeelo's

personalitytraits,bothsweetandshegraduallylet

herselfacceptthechildwhoseemstohavemade

strongbondwithherfatherandhersister.

Twentyminuteslater,sheusedthebackdoorto

enterthehousewiththebucketinhand.Lifewas

simple.ShestillwonderedwhereMcKnightwas

though..

*

*

Silanow!Myapologiesifit'stooshort.
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Attheoffice

Neelosatonthetoiletseatandlookedatthe

pregnancystick.Theinstructionssaid15minutes.

Sherubbedherhandsagainstherskirtanxiously

waitingfortheresults.Herphonerangandsheletit

ring.Sheprayedandhopeditwasjustherbody

reactingtosomethingsheatebutthatcan'tgoon

formorethanaweekright?

Shewasfuckedifshewaspregnant.Shewaaso

fuckingdeadifthatdamnstickshowstworedlines.

Neelo:Godpleasecomethroughforme,please..



Shelookedathernails.Shecouldn'tevenkeepcalm

rightnow.

Minuteslatershegotupandwalkedtothewash

basin.Sheclosedhereyestobreathinandout.She

openedhereyesagainandlookedatthestick.

Herheartpoundedandsheplacedherheadagainst

themirror.Shewasdefeated.

AtAlex'soffice

HewalkedinsidetheofficewithKgosiwholiftedhis

armsforNeotopickhim.

Neo:Heybigguy...

Alex:Aaanty...

Neo:Yeesss...



Shesaidsmiling.Alexlookedathisgirlfriendand

waswhollycontentwithher.Hewantedtoraisethe

issueofbabieswithher,sotheycantryforababy.

Neo:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Alex:Likewhat?

Shegavehim hermosyheartwarmingsmileand

focusedonKgosi.Theyhadhim foraweekandhe

usuallystaysathismom'shouse.

Neowon'tlie,thefirsttimeshemetWapelounder

formalcircumstancesshewasanxious.Because

thatwasthewomantrustingherwithherchildand

imagineifsheflopped.

Wapelolookedcalm andatfirstshedidn'ttrustthat

Alexhadgottenoverhisbabymama.Youknow

thesethings,babymamasanddaddiesalwaysget

backtogetherandyouwerejustasteppingstonein

theirsocalledlovestory.Wapeloprovedherwrong



though,sofarsogoodandshehopeditwillstaythat

way.Sheneverreallywentformenwithkidsbut

Alexwasanexception.

Alex:Wehaveanhourintheofficeandletmegeton

withsomework.Ifhebothersyoupleaseletme

know.

Neo:Thislittleangelcanneverbotherme..Notina

millionyearsrightKgosi?

HegiggledasherevealedhisbabyteethandNeo

pinchedhischeeks.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelosunkintothehotbubblebath.Ah.Aweekto

herself,peaceandquiet.Shelovedhersonbuta

womanhasgottobeatpeacewithherself.Justa

littlebitofselflovehereandtherethengetthatglow.

Speakingofglow,shefrowned.Neelohasbeen



glowingandshedidn'twanttoassumeanythingbut

thatwasweird.

Herphonebeepedandshesmiled.Mustbethathot

clientatwork.Shewasn'ttheonetogoforclients.In

allhonesty.Shepridedherselfindilligenceandthe

utmostprofessionalism butdangpapawasarare

breed,nocomparing...

Hetickedalltheboxes.Notthatshehadachecklist.

Ohno!Shewasgoingtoliveinthemoment,she

hasn'tsleptwithanyguyeversinceshesplitfrom

herbabydaddy.

Shewantedtofullydiveherselfintothismotherhood

thingandnowshecanplay.Evenifit'snothing

permanent,itwilljustdo.Gettingmarried?She

shookherheadasshepickedherwineglassbythe

side.Nomam.Shewasnotgoingtobetheoneto

commit,shealmostdied.



Shesippedherwinefeelingallgiddyinside.Whatdid

hesayinthetext?Herhandswerewetandshe

honestlyforgottoplaysomemusicfrom herphone.

AtNeelo'shouse

Assoonassheopenedthedoor,herlittleboyranto

her.

Shekickedoffhershoesandbentdowntopickhim

up.Everydayhewaslookingmorelikehisfatherand

lesslikeher.Howthesekidsdisappointwhenyou

wheretheonewhiendured9months,labour,

stitchesandepidurals.

Neelo:Heybabyy..

Nate:Mama!

Neelokissedthetopofhiscurlyheadandhelooked

brightlyather.Herhelperwalkedoutofthekitchen



andNeelosmiled.Shemadeagooddecisiontohire

amucholderwoman.NotafterwhatWawasaid

aboutherformerhelper,notthattherewasanyman

inhere.

Neelo:soletmegochangeokaybabythenweare

goingtoplayandeatakerepapa?

Hejustnoddedandheheldhercheeks.Shegiggled.

Neelo:Make-upbaby..odirajangyaanong?

Helaughedandhepursedhislipslikehismom and

kissedherlips.Neelomovedherheadlaughingand

usedherthumbtowipethelipstickoff.

Neelo:Walapisatlherrawena..areye..

Shesaidhitoherhelperandsheputthebabydown

topickuphershoes.ShestartedwalkingandNate

followedher.Shewaitedforhim andheldhissmall

hand.



Neelo:Iloveyou..

Nate:labuu!

Thisboywasherlife,shewasstrongjustforhim to

bestableandnotlackathing.

TheeveningflewjustasfastandwhenNatewas

tuckedallinafterhisbedtimestory,Neelowalked

backintoherroom andsatonthecornerofthebed.

Shetriedtoforgetthatstuffjusthappenedbutit

washard.

Shestoodupandpushedherhairbackwithahuge

sigh.Herhandlingeredonherflatstomachforafew

secondsbeforeshedroppeditandbitherlowerlip.

Shepickedherphoneandwentthroughhercontacts

list.Shefoundthenumberanddialedit.

Voice:Hello...

Neelo:I'm pregnant.
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AtNeelo'shouse

Shewaitedforaheartbeatandtherewasnothing

butsilenceattheendoftheline.Fuckhim!Shehung

upandclosedhereyes.Sherubbedhertummy.How

wasshegoingtiexplainand-

Thiswasallmessedup.Suchahorriblemess.She

shouldn'thaveagreedtosuchnonsensenowhewas

silent?

Shestoodupandstartedpacingupanddownthe

room.Shewantedtotalktosomeonebutthenthey

willjudgeherandishwillgodown.Sheletoutasigh

asshethrewherselfontheplushcomfortablebed.



Sheclosedhereyes.

Neelo:Babywhataregonnadoaboutyou?NotthatI

wouldanythingtoyou..

Shelaughedatherself.Shestillhasn'tlostthehabit

ofspeakingtoherpregnanttummy.Shecouldbe

wrongtoo.Thesehomepregnancytestingkitscould

givefalsepositives.Shewasn'tpregnant.Herboobs

feltfineandhertummywasn'thard.Buthedidn't

sayanythingattheendoftheline?Didheknowhow

thiswasgoingtoruinherreputation.Herphonerang

andshegroaned.

ShepickeditupandlookedatthecallerID.

Neelo:Hello...

Voice:Serious?

Sherolledhereyes..

Neelo:Ineverjokeaboutimportantthings.I'm ina



messedupsituation.WhydidIagreetosleepwith

youagain?

Shehalfscreamedintoherpillow.Shesowantedto

cry.

Voice:youokay?

Sheshookherheadasifhecouldseeher.

Voice:Letmevideocallthen..

Neelo:It'sokay(softly)I'llseewhattodo.

Beforehecouldreplyshehungupandusedher

handstowipehertears.Sheshouldsleepandshe'll

thinkstraightinthemorning.Itwasstillfreshand

sheneededtocomeupwithmorelies.Thiswasa

mess.Shesatuprightandremovedherclothes.She

gotupandwalkedtothewardrobeforpyjamas.She

gotdressedandwalkedtothedoor.Sheslightly

pusheditopenthedoor.Nateusuallymadehisway

toherroom ifherwakesupinthemiddleofthe



night.Theboyadoredhercuddlesandshejustloved

bondingwithhim.Suchapreciouslittleone.

AtAlex'shouse

AlexrubbedNeo'sarm asshecuddledintohim.He

didn'tknowhowhewastostartthebabytopic.

Alex:Haveyoueverthoughtaboutstartingyour

family?

Neoturnedtofacehim.Wherewasthistopic

comingfrom?

Neo:Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Alex:Ijustwantedtoknow,you'resogoodwith

Kgosi..

Shesmileduneasilyashetouchedhercheek.

Alex:Haveyouthoughtaboutit?



Neo:Iusedtothinkaboutit.It'snotpartofmylong

term goals.

Alex:Why?

Neo:Iam notthebabymakingtype..

Alexsighedassheturnedtofacetheotherway.Neo

closedhereyes.Whathedoesn'tknowwon'thurt

him.Shesighedashewrappedhisarmstightly

aroundher.

.

.

*

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

AtNeelo'shouse

Thenauseathatmorninghadheroverhertoiletfor

overtenminutes.Shefeltsohorribleshewasn't

sureshewasgoingtogotowork.Shegotuponher

feetandrinsedhermouthwiththemouthwash

beforeproceedingtobrushherteeth.

Shewalkedbacktoherbedroom tothesleeping

toddler.Hesleptthroughanythingthatone,shewas

scaredthatstuffmighthappenandhewon'teven

hearathing.Shesatonthecornerofthebedtrying

togatherherthoughts.Shewasdefinitelyskipping



worktoday.Ahospitalvisit?No,Marangwouldbe

suspiciousandMarangaskedtoomanyquestions

andtoomanyquestionswasn'twhatshewas

lookingfor.Shesighedfrustrated.Theyuseda

condom,forthefirstfewtimes.Thefirsttimehad

beenclumsyashellandtoorough.Shedidn'tknow

howtoexplainherselfcancellingstuffbecauseof

that.Thenshegotahangofit.Shedidtakethose

morningafterswhentheyhaditrawright?Howthe

hellhadthishappened?

Shecouldn'tevenaskherdoctorsisterbecauseshe

wasgoingtoknowherreasonsforasking.Shecan

liebutthereisonlysomuchyoucanlieabout.

Herphonerangandshegotuptopickitbythenight

stand.Sheblewthehairinherfaceaway.

Neelo:Hello?

Alex:Hi,sorrytocallthisearly.Iam meetingRhys

today.Doyouwanttocomewith?



Neelo:Uhm..yougo..

Alex:Whenwasthelasttimeyousawhim?

Neelo:IsthatquestionreallynecessaryAlex?

Alex:Iwasjustasking..

Neelo:Okay.Bye.

Shehungupandplacedthephonedownasher

alarm rang.Shewasskippingworkandseeinghow

thiswasabouttogo.Howfaralongwasshe?Was

thebabyaboyoragirl?Shakingherheadshegot

undercoverandwatchedhertoddlersleep.Hissmall

lipslookedlikehisdad'sandsheheldbackalaigh

ashemovedintoherandplacedhisfistonherchest

inhissleep.Tooterritoriallikedaddytoo.

AtAlex'shouse

HeplacedhisphonedownasNeowalkedinsidethe

room.



Neo:Breakfastisready.Letmefixthat..

Shewalkedtohim andheldhistie,Alexletgoand

watchedher.Shealwaysmadeitlooksosimple.

Neo:Done(peckinghislips)

Alex:Love?

Neo:Rra?

Alex:Canyouthinkaboutthestartingafamilyissue?

Neo:Alex...

Alex:Thinkaboutitpleaselove,justspendthewhole

daythinkingaboutit...Pleasemylove..

Neo:okay(sighing)I'llthinkaboutit.

Alexkissedthenapeofherneckandsheleanedinto

him.

Alex:Iloveyouokay?

Neo:Iloveyoumorebaby...

Shesmiledashekissedheronemoretimebefore



lettinghergo.

AtNeelo'shouse

NeelosatonthecarpetasNatewalkedtoher.She

clappedherhandsforhim.

Neelo:Goodboyy..

Hegrinnedandshegrinnedbackathim.Herphone

rangandshesawthecallerID.Sheforgot.She

completelyforgotaboutit.

Neelo:Hello..

Lawyer:Don'tforgettoday'sappointment..

Neelo:Flip!Nekelebetse,Iwon'tbelate.Thankyou

forthereminder.

Shesaidbyeandhungup.Natetookherphoneand

startedtopressit.



Neelo:Ngng...

Shelockeditandgaveittohim.Nateshovedapart

ofthephoneinhismouthandshehadtotakeit

from hissmallhands.

Neelo:TlheNatesedireyaalonana..

Hefoughtwithherforherownphoneandshe

sighedlettinghim be.

Neelo:phoneyeoetlagojesa(thatphonewillfeed

you)

Helookedatherandplacedthephoneinherhand,

allwetfrom hissaliva.

Neelorubbedhissoftcurlyhairandhepursedhis

lipstokisshercheek.

Neelo:Youareforgivenbaby.

Shestoodupandhedidsotoosohecanfollowher.

Sheshookherheadwalkingtothebedroom.



FourshourslaterNeelokissedNategoodbyeand

lefthim hisnanny'scareasshewalkedtothecar.

AtPrison

Rhysplacedhiscuffedhandsonthetable.Theyhad

tochainhislegsaswell.Great.

Alex:Howhaveyoubeen?

Rhys:I'm stillgoingtosaywhatI'vebeensayingthe

pasttwoyearsman..

Alexblewoutabreath.Threemoreyearstogoand

hewassureitwasstilltortureonhisbrother'sside.

Rhys:Iwillsurvive.What'shappeningintheoutside

world?

Alex:Ijuststartedtheconstructioncompanyandwe

willsee..

Rhys:Andthatgirlyouoncementionedgatwekeene

mang?One?

Alex:Neo..sheisgood.IloveherandI'vebeen



thinkingofexpandingmyfamilybutwagana..

Rhys:Why?Didyoucheatonthisone?

Alex:Istoppedcheating.That'sforsmallboys.I'm

actuallybeingserious,thoughtstomarryherhave

crossedmymindthesepasttwomonths.Sheis

everythingIneedinawoman..

Rhys:Gladyouarehappybro..

Alex:Youlookstressed..

Rhys:I-IjustwishIcanholdNate..

Alexsadlylookedathisbrother.

Rhys:Ifuckedupbigtime..

Alex:Itwillsoonpass.

Rhys:Ihopeso...

Alex:Neelodidn'twanttocomehere...Idon't

rememberthelasttimeshetoldmesheiscomingto

visit.

Rhys:Letherbe.JustmakesuresheandNateare

takencareofandsafe..



Alex:Youdon'twanttoseeher?

Rhys:Alexlet'sjustdropthetopic..

Alexnoddedastheyproceededtotalkaboutother

things.

Atthelaywer'soffice

NeelosatdownwithRhysand'slawyerasthey

waitedfortheotherlaywertojointhem.

Neelo:Idon'twantanythingjinxingthis..

Laywer:Iassureyouhedoesn'tevenknow.

Neelo:Good.

Sheleanedbackandherhandmovedtoherflat

stomach.Thelawyerlookedatherandshequickly

letherhandsdroptohersides.Atthatmomentthe

dooropenedandNeelofacedinthatdirection.



Laywer:MrsSokhulowelcome..

Camilla:Hello.OkayyoumustbeMrsMcKnight.

Neelo:Yes,pleasuretomeetyou.

Camilla:Thepleasureisallmine..

ShesatdownnexttoNeelo.Let'sseeiftheyhada

shotatchangingthefuture.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthelaywer'soffice

Neelo:Sowehaveashotatthis?

Camilla:Wedo..

Lawyer:Wearegoingtodraftthelettersandseehow

faritgoes.

Neelo:I'm payingbigbucksforthis,Ihopeitdoesn't

flop...

Camilla:MrsMcKnightIassureyou,wegotthis

undercontrol.

Neelo:Goodtohear.Letmegoandthankyouso

much.Ihaveatoddlertoattendto.

Everyonelaughedasshestoodupandgotherbag.



Neelo:You'llcallandthanksamillion.

Shewalkedoutandbothofthelawyerslookedat

eachother.

Camilla:Sheisseriousisn'tshe?

Lawyer:Likeaheartattack..

Camilla:Wellshehadthebestworkingonit..

Lawyer:Moneytalkseverywhereandshehasitin

plenty.

Camilla:Yesshedoes...wecanstartworkingonthe

draft.

Lawyer:Sure...

Withabsoluteprofessionalism theystartedworking.

IntheparkinglotNeelostoodbythecarasshe

checkedherphone.Itmeanseverythingwassmooth

sailingattheoffice.Herfatherwasatthefarm sono



networkthere.Hermom calledonceortwiceaweek

tocheckuponNate.Rhysand'smotherdidcallonce

ortwiceaweekaswelltoknowifshewasokay

alongwithNate.Shelookedatthetworingsonher

finger.Shetookthem offandlookedatthem.She

shouldgetthem cleaned,theydidn'tlookshiny

anymore.Justasshewasabouttowearherrings

shefeltapresencebehind.

Sheturnedasherhairmovedtothesideaswell.The

guysmiled.

Him:Hi.

Neelo:Ohhello.CanIhelpyou?

Sheaskedassheputherringsonandtheguy

lookedather.

Him:uhm you'rebeautiful.

Neelo:thankyou..



Shesmiledandunlockedthedoor.Theguyrubbed

thebackofhisneck.Hewasn'thertypeandshewas

married.Hesteppedbackandwalkedawayasthe

carstarted.

AtBobonong

MaNeelowalkedoutifthestoreholdingtheplastics

withthebakingingredients.Shecoveredherface

withherhandtoblockherviewofthescorchingsun.

Shewalkedtowherethetaxiswhereandshesighed.

Shefoundataxiandgotinside.Shegreetedthe

peopleinthetaxiasshetoldthetaxidriverwhere

shewasgoing.

Fifteenminuteslater,shewasbyhergateandshe

openedthegateandasuddenfeelingofmelancholy

engulfedtheinnerdepthsofheroldheart.



Whathappenedtothatsimplelife?Thatyounglove

shehad?Theonewhereshehadmettheboyfirst

andallofasuddenhemeetsanotherandmarries

herfirst.Makingherthesidechickbutbecauseshe

lovedhim sheallowedthat.Shewalkedtothehouse

andshepausedtounlockthedoor.

Maybeherwantingtoseehim wastogetclosure

from thepast.Maybeherresentmentforhisson

wouldlessenbecauseshewasstillveryangrywith

thefatherandshedidn'twantthesametohappento

herowndaughter.Becauseusuallytheappledoesn't

falltoofarfrom thetree.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelogiggledassheheldthephone.

Wawa:okaythisfeelssowrongyetsoright.

Thepersonattheotherendofthelinechuckledwith



adeepvoiceandsheblushed.

Voice:I'llbethereinafewminutes.

Wawa:Waitwhat?Siiir....

Voice:Iloveitwhenyoucallmesir..

Wawa:Mxm!

Shesatonthehighchairasshedrewimaginary

stuffonthetablewithherfinger.

AtNeelo'shouse

Neelorubbedherflatstomach.Itwasslowlysinking

inthatshewaspregnant.Thehowpartwasgoingto

bedifficulttoexplaintopeople.Shewassupposedly

celibatetillherhusbandcomesoutofjailandshs

definitelyisn'tmotherMaryisshe?NoangelGabriel

appearedtotellhersheconceivedbecauseofthe

holyghostandshewouldbirthachild.



Shelaughedatherself.Shewasdumb.Onanormal

dayshewouldhaveneveragreedtothat.Never.She

wasusuallyrationalandsheneverthoughtabout

self-gratificationorhermostbasicprimalneedsbut

yohha.a.

Neelo:Whatarewegonnanameyou?Ifyouareagirl

definitelyAuroraorsomething.That.Ifyouareaboy

maybeboPule.Somethingsetswanayah.

Herphonerangandshewantedtodropthecall

causethepersonwhogotherinthissituationwas

speechlessyesterday.Sheansweredit.

Neelo:Hello...

Voice:Hey.Stillangry?

Neelo:I'm calm now...

Voice:Akereyou'renotthinkingofanabortionor

anything?

Neelo:No.Iwouldnever..



Voice:Good.Ithoughtaboutit..

Neelo:And?

Voice:Itakealltheblameandresponsibilityforthis.

Neelo:Thankyou...

Voice:OkaeRJ?

Neelosmiledasshesatdown.

Neelo:He'sasleep.YoudoknowgorerraagweRJ

hasagunandheisgonnashootyouoncehegets

out?

Helaughedanditwarmedherheart.

Voice:Hetaughtyouhowtoshoottoo.

Neelo:Andyoudoknowyoucannotdooutdothe

doer.

Voice:Gladyou'resmilingattheendoftheline.What

areyouwearing?

Neelo:Stillinmydressfrom earlieron.

Voice:Ican'twaittogetout.



Neelo:Iloveyouautwe?CallmemarshmallowI'm no

longerangrytlherra(laughing)

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

Rhys:Neelowalapisawaitse..

Neelo:Hng.Me?Whomadewhopregnant?

Rhys:Yoh..morningsickness?

Neelo:Iskippedworkbecauseofit..

Rhys:I'm sorry.Ihatethatyou'regoingtobealone

withoutmethroughit.Fuck!I'm sosorrybaby.

Neelokeptquiet.Itwasgoingtobeonelonely

pregnancyyay.Sheexactlycan'tdisclosethefather

aswellifthingsgosouthincourt.Peoplewerealso

goingtobeintroubleaswell.

Rhys:Nowlookingatwhereweare,itwasselfishof

metoaskyoutodothis..



Neelo:Iwasn'treallyvocalaboutsayingnowas

I?(smilingregrettably)

Rhys:Still.Ishould'veknownbetter.Beenthebigger

person..

Neelo:youwerethinkingwithyourdick..

Heshookhishead.

Rhys:OmpuisajaakaorataknowingIwon'tdo

shit!(youtalktomehoweveryouplease)

Sheshruggedastheybothwentsilent.

Neelo:Thereisonlysomuchyourhandcando.

Thistimehelaughedandshelaughedaswell.

Rhys:OtlaswabaNeelo.

Neelo:Iloveyouokay?Pleasebesafeinthere,you're

stillbehavingakere?Good.Bye!

Rhys:Areyoucomingtomorrow?

Neelo:Ireallydon'tknow.

Rhys:Pleaselove.



Neelo:I'llsee.Bye!

Hesighedandnodded.

Rhys:Byesweetheart.

Shehungupandplacedthephonebythenight

stand.Howwasshegoingtohideawhole

pregnancy?How?

AtPrison

Inthecell

Rhysandchuckedthecellphoneunderthemattress

andhelookedup.Heknewhiscellmatewasn't

asleepandhewaitedforhiscomment.The

cellphonethingwassomethinghiscellmateknew,

thepeoplehebribedsohecanhaveacellphonein

hereandhiswife.

Him:Youloveherdon'tyou?



Rhyschuckledasheplacedhishandsbehindhis

head.

Rhys:Ido..

Him:Atleastyouhaveafamilytogettoandatleast

sheisstillloyaltoyouevenifyouarehere.Notalot

womenwouldbeloyaltoamaninjail..

Rhys:Notalotofthem..

Hesighed.

Him:themotherofmychildcheatedonme.Ithad

beenjustthreemonthsofmeinprisonandIheard

from mysisterthatshehadanewman.Iwould've

understoodifshesaidshewon'tbeabletowaitfor

me...

Rhys:somewomenarenotworthit.

Him:Yougotthatright.I'm justsurvivingformy

daughter..

Rhys:Focusontheendgame.

Him:mmhm..



TherewassilenceandRhysclosedhiseyes.Helast

heldhisboywhenhewasjustbornandnowRJwas

2years.Thefactthathisboyhasn'tseenhim and

nowhehadanotheronthewaywhowasgoingto

seehim asastranger.Alonetearescapedhiseyea

andhequicklywipeditawayandopenedhiseyesin

thedarkcellroom.

Fiveyearswasaverylightsentence.Heknewthat

buthewouldalwayscarrytheguiltofmissingthe

firstfewyearsofhiskids'lives.From thereonitwas

goingtotaketimeforthekidstogetusedtohim.

Whatiftheyhatehim?HeknewNeelodidn'tbutshe

wasn'tabletobethefatheraswellwhilehewasin

prison.Ifhispastselfknewthiswouldhappen,he

would'vestoppeddoingshityearsagoandputhis

degreetouse.Heturnedonthesideandfinally

closedhiseyes.

Thefollowingmorning



AtNeelo'shouse

Neelosatonthetoiletseatandstartedshaving.

Okayshemadeherdecision.Shewasgoingto"see"

him today.Whenshewasdonesheshoweredand

gotreadyforwork.

AtT&M Publications

Rubysatinhernewoffice.Shegotaraiseanda

promotionlastnight.Sofarsogoodinherlife.Her

fatherwaswellandherparentswerehappy.

Thepastquicklyforgotten.Shetappedherpenon

theglasstableandshesmiled.Shemadeitand

leavingthepoliceforcewasthebestdecisionshe

hasevermadeevenifatthattimeitwasallforthe

wrongreasonsshemused.Themoreshewalked

thiajourneyofselfdiscovery,sherealizedthatshe



neverreallylovedRhysand.Youdon'tdowhatshe

didtoapersonyouclaim tolove.Herswasn'tlove,

justanobsessionthathetookhisloveawayand

showereditonsomeonewhotrulydeservedit.

ShesawNeelotwoweeksagoatthestorewithher

son.ThechildlookedsomuchlikeRhysandsoshe

couldimaginehowNeelowasfeeling.Withthelove

ofherlifeinjailandhavingtotakecareofhis

photocopywithouthim.Shedidsayhithoughand

Neelogreetedbackwithasunnysmile.Howdidshe

everthinkshecouldhurtherbecauseofRhys?She

hadlosthermindthat'sforsure.

Herphonebeepedwithamessageandshegrinned.

Nowherlifenowlookedlikeitwasoutofa

Harlequinromancenovel.Wouldanyonebelieveher

ifshesaidshemetablueeyedEnglishmanatMaun

whileshewasworkingandhesweptheroffherfeet?

Theywouldn'tandthisprivaterelationshipofhers

wasgoingsogoodshealwayswokeupmidnight



andpracticedherweddingdancesbecausewow!

Mjolowasnicewiththerightpersonattherighttime.

"Heytherelittlehumanbeing "

Shelaughedasshetextedback.Heshouldcome

backandcheckonher.Shewasstillsavingupfor

planeticketstoandfrom Englandsosincehecoukd

affordthetravelheshouldcomecheckonher.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelorubbedhereyesasshelookedatthehunk

layingnexttoher.Shecheckedthetimeandshe

jumpedoutofbed.Shewaslate.Ohsolate.

Shewalkedintothebathroom andstartedwith

brushingherteeth.Aftershewasdoneshewalked

totheshowerwheresheturnediton.



Wawawaitedforaminutebeforeshegotinsideas

theistfilledtheshower.Shegotherloofahand

startedscrubbingherarms.Shefeltapresence

behindherandsheturnedtofindhim behindher.

Wawa:Goodmorning..

Hekissedherlipsandshedroppeditasshe

wrappedherhandsaroundhisneck.

Shebrokethekissandlaughed.

Wawa:Kelate..

Him:Soam I...

Wawa:Idon'tfeelanybetter..

Hechuckledandbentdowntopicktheloofahto

scrubherclean.

.

.

*
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AtPrison

Neelosatonthechairintheroom waitingfor

Rhysand.Thiswaswhyshewaspregnantbutthen

sheknewthatshewouldawaysruinherselfforhim.

Thedooropenedandhewalkedinthatorange

jumpsuit.Hehadtieditaroundhiswaistandthe

vestwastightaroundhisbody.Him beinginprison

madehim morebufferbutaslongashisweight

doesn'tcrushhershewasokay.

Rhys:Heysweetheart.

Neelo:Hi..

Rhys:Ididn'tthinkyouwouldcome..

Sheshruggedwithalittlesmileasheturnedthe



chairandpushedittowardshim.Hebentdownand

capturedherlips,hishandsonbothcheeksand

Neelobrokeitlookingathim.

Neelo:Howlongdowehave?Iwantedustotalk...

Rhys:Thirtyminutes..

Shesighed.

Rhys:Wecanstilltalk.What'sonyourmind?

Neelo:Babykagorayabathokereng?(Whatam I

goingtotellpeople?)

Heplacedhishandsonhersmooththighs.Shewore

askirt,makesthingseasier.

Rhys:Idon'tknow..

Neelo:Ican'texactlyhideawholepregnancycanI?

It'sgoingtoshowkana..

Rhys:Don'tstress..

Neelo:Iwillbefacingjudgementbabe.Doyouknow



howbrutaltheworldistowomenwhom theybelieve

cheatedbutifit'samangatwemonnakeselepewa

adimanwakanabomonnakepoooagelwalesakana

kanabarenggonemoo...

Heheldherhandsandkissedthem.

Neelo:Ican'tbeexcitedhelasentlegape.Otherthan

people,ifIrevealthatyouarethedadpeopleare

goingtogetittroublekana.

Rhys:SorryIputyouinthissituation.

Neelo:Ontopofthat,whoisgoingtobetheretohold

myhandthroughoutthewholepregnancybecauseit

definitelywon'tbefamilyexceptmyparentsand

maybeMarangaftershelecturesmeaboutfidelity.

Babywabonagoregomessyjang?Pregnancyisn't

justthatfunknowinggoreyouareinjail.Youdon't

attendtheappointmentsandall..

Heletgoofherhandsandstooduponherfeet.Yet

again,hewastheonetarnishinghiswife's

reputation.



Neelostoodupaswell.Shedidn'twanttoworrybut

thesewerethingsshehadtoconsider.Heturned

andfacedher.

Rhys:Ifeelsohelplessrightnow.

Neeloplacedherhandsonthetable.Shecandeal

withtherejectionandallright?Shewillbestrong.

Neelo:IguessI'llbefine...mightgohometillthedust

settlesifpossible.

Rhyswalkedtoherandcoveredherfacewithhis

hands.

Rhys:Ababyisablessing,webothknowthatbut

underthesecircumstancesitjustfeelsmorelikeit's

goingtobehard.I'm sorry.

Neelo:Yousaidthat.It'sokay.

Hepeckedherlips.

Rhys:Iloveyoumarshmallow.

Neelo:Iloveyoutoo..



Rhysliftedherheadandinitiatedthefrenchkiss.

Sherespondedbywrappingherhandsaroundhis

torso.

Rhysandplacedheronthetableastheyfervently

kissed.Neelotuggedhisvestandhebrokethekiss

forafewsecondstoremovedit.Hewentbackto

kissingherandhestoodbetweenherthighswhile

sheliftedherhandsforhim totakeoffthet-shirt.

Whentheteewasgone,hepulleddowntheskirt.He

wasgladthattherewerenocamerasinhere.What

hedidwithhiswifewasn'tmeantforpublicviewing.

Hemovedbackabitandpulledherskirtdown.His

fingerstracedherthighsandshelookedupathim.

Heslidbetweenherlegsandhe#EXPLICIT

AtAlex'sOffice

Alexhadhissecretarytypeupthedocumentsthey



hadtosubmitforthetender.Hopefullytheywinthe

tender.Hopefully.

HelookedatKgosi'sframedpictureonhisdesk.It

wouldbenicetoexpandhisfamilyandsettledown.

IfNeothoughtaboutitthoroughlyandtheycanstart

tryingforkids.Hehopedsheagrees,itwouldbenice

tohaveacompletefamilyandforKgositohave

siblingsaswell.HeknewhefailedtogiveKgosithe

familyhedeservedwaybeforehewasconceivedbut

nowhecan.

AtPrison

Neelogotdressedasshewatchedhim.Shewas

flushed,shewassureandshedidn'tknowifshewas

goingtowalkproperlyoutoftheprisonfacilities.

Rhysandheldherflatstomachandbackather.He

kissedherlipssoftlybeforehebrokethekiss.

Neelo:Idon'tknowwhenI'llseeyouagain.



Shesaidasshehuggedhim tightly.Herubbedher

backandkissedthetopofherhead.Hewillsurvive

afewmonthsofnotseeingherifitcomestothat,he

wasgrownman.Shebrokeitandshehopedthe

hickeyswerejustonherchestandnotonherneck.

Rhys:We'llfindawayokay?

Neelo:Okay.

Whenshewassureshelookeddecent,hairpushed

backandhim justlikeanormalinmateshelookedat

herrings.Shehopedeverythingwasgoingtogowell.

Rhysandwasabouttospeakwhenthedooropened

andNeelolookedathernails.Itwastimeforhim to

go.Italwayshurtworsethanthelasttimebutshe

forcedasmileashewasescortedoutandshe

straightenedhert-shirt.Minuteslayershewalkedout

andwasledoutoftheprisonfacilitiesandbuildings.

Bythetimeshereachedhercarsheplacedherhead



onthesteeringwheelandshedafewtears.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

Shereverseparkedinsidetheyard.Shefrowned

seeingMarang'scar.Wastheresomethingwrong?

Sheworeherhoodieeventhoughitwas40°c

outside.Shesteppedoutofthecarandclosedthe

door.Shelookedatherface,diditshowthatshe

hadsexthirtyminutesago?Shelookedatherneck

andluckilyhedidn'tleaveanyhickeys.Shewas

burninginaidethesesweatpantsandhoodiebuta

girl'sgottadowhatagirl'sgottado.

Shelockedthecarandslippedherhandsinthe

pocketsasshewalkedtothehouse.Thedoorwas

alreadyopenandshesmiledseeingMarangwith

Nate.NatekeptontouchingMarang'ssixmonth



belly.

Marang:Heysis...Icameheretenminutea-(frowning)

areyoucold?It'sburningoutside..

Neelo:Hey..yeahuhm..Iwascoldand-

Marang:maybeyouaresickorsomething.Didyou

getyourselfchecked?

Neelo:Notyet..

Marangsuspiciouslylookedatheryoungersister.

Sheseemeduneasyaswell.

Marang:youshould.Youreallyshould.

Neelo:Yeah..

SheblewNatekissesasshewalkedtoherroom.A

showerandachangeofclothes.Sheplacedher

phonedownasshestrippedoutofherclothes.She

wrappedatowelaroundherbody.Thebedroom

dooropenedasMarangspoke.



Marang:Ithinkyoushouldgoseeadoc-(pausingas

shelookedatNeelo,noticingthehickeysonher

collarbone)

Neelo:uhm..

Marang:Arethosehickeys?

Neelo:Whathickeys?Ntlekeyegotlhapa.

Neelosaidasshequicklywalkedintothebathroom

andlockedthedoor.Sheclosedhereyes.Notthis

soon.

Shesteppedinsidetheshowerandshetookover

thirtyminutesinthere.Shewassurehersisterwas

gonetoo.

ShewalkedoutandMarangwassittingonthebed

craddlingherstomach.

Neelo:Youdidn'tleave?

Marang:WhywouldI?



Neelo:oh...

Marang:Kedilovebitegonemoo?

Neelo:Don'tbesilly,ofcoursenot.

Marang:Iam notstupidNene...

Neelo:Ineversaidyouwere...

Marang:Howdoyouexplainhickeys?Areyouseeing

someonediscreetly?

Marangwassocalm asshequizzedhersister.

Neelo:WhuwouldIdothatRangz?

Marang:Youtellme,youweren'tcoldwereyou?You

haveasidenigga?(squintinghereyes)

Neelo:MarangIam not.

Marang:Whyareyoudefensive?Iam right?How

longhasyouraffairbeengoingon?

Neelo:GakecheateMarang!

Marang:Isee...Justhopeyouusedprotectionin

whatevershenanigansyougotyourselfinvolvedin.



GomegareandSTIsoutthere.Thereisalso

pregnancytoconsideraswell.

Neelojuststaredathersisterassheshookherhead.

Marang:BabysisIam disappointed.Ifyouwere

lonelyyoucould'veorderedadildoonline.Youdidn't

havetocheatonthemanyouvowedtherestofyour

lifeto.I'llbeinthelounge.

Marangwalkedoutassheclappedherhands.The

doorclosedandNeelosighed.Shesatdownonthe

bedandrubbedherflattummy.

Twentyminuteslatershesteppedoutofherroom in

alongsleevedturtleneck.Marangwastextingon

herphone.Marangchuckled.Sheneversawthat

coming.Neelowasthelastpersononthisplanetto

cheat.God!

Marang:kooregoseriousocheatilennaka?



Neelo:RangzIdidn'tandIdon'tknowhowto

convinceyouotherwise.

Marang:Okay.

Neelo:Youdobelievemeright?

Marang:Nosis...anywayIhadwantedustogoout

forlunch.Didyoueat?

Neelo:I-Iate...

Herstomachchosetogrowlatthayexactmoment

andMaranvraisedaperfectlydonebrow.

Marang:Wecangoeatwhileonjeladikgangkaaffair

yaago..

Neelo'smouthdropped.

Marang:Wearetakingmycar,I'llwaitforyouinthe

car..

ShestoodupandwalkedoutofthedoorandNeelo

ftowned.Whatwashersisterplayingat?Shesighed

andpushedherhairback.Shehopedthelaywerswill



beabletomakethishappenfasterandgether

husbandoutofthere.

Shewalkedtoherhelper'sroom andtoldherthat

shewillbeback.

Neelo:Kedule..

Her:Alright.

Neelo:I'llbebackinttwohoursorso.

ShewalkedtothecarandMarangwasplaying

music.SheincreasedthevolumeandNeelolooked

athersister.Whywassheplayingthatsongfor?

Marang:Buckleupsis.

Neelosighedandclosedhereyes.Thiswasgoingto

bealongride

Yoursecrethasit’sconsequenceandthat'son



youbabe

Ibreakdowneverytimeyoucall

We'reawreckyou'rethewreckingball

Wesaidnooneelse,howcouldyoudothisbabe?

Youreallyblewthisbabe

Weain'tgettingthroughthisonebabe

ThisisthelasttimeI'llevercallyoubabe.

Maranglookedathersisterasthegateslidopen

andshedroveoutoftheyard.

AtKatlego'shouse

Katlegohadalreadygivenuponthechancetoadopt.

Ithasbeenmorethantwoyearsofhim waitingtobe

labelledasasuitablecandidate.Wasitbecausehe

wasn'tmarried?Isthatwhyhewassnubbed

everytimehewantedtoadoptalittleboyorlittlegirl?



Hesighed.IfNeelowasn'tmarriedmaybehe

would'veaskedhertomarryhim justsohecanbe

abletoadopt.Hecan'tdisruptherlifelikethat.She

hasbeenagoodfriendforthelongesttimeanda

greatconfidanteaswell.

Hesighed.Hishopefadingwitheachpassingday

andhewasn'tgettinganyyoungertoo.Sohewas

goingtodiealone.Anoldlonelymanwithnothing

butadogforcompanionship.

Atthemall

NeelosatdownandwaitedforMarangtogetsettled.

Neelo:Areyouexcitedaboutthebaby?

Marang:Very.Kanammawenasalekebatla

ngwnanaJoshagana(I'vealwayswantedanother

childandJoshdidn'twanttohaveanother)



Neelo:Aftersomanyyearsofpeaceandsilence

you'rereadyforthescreamsandsleeplessnights?

Marang:Ifwedealtwithfourannoyingbabyscreams

adecadeagowecansurelydealwithonlyonelittle

baby..

Neelosighed.Nategavehersleeplessnightsandit

would'vebeennicetohavetheexperiencewithRhys.

Nowanotherwasonthewayandhewasn'tthere.

Shedidn'tevennoticeshewascryingtillMarang

touchedhercheek.

Marang:Areyouokay?Ojewakedibe?

Neelolaughedasshewipedhertears.

Neelo:TlhemmaMarangae!

Hervoiceshookandshetightlyclosedherlips.She

didn'tknowhowlongitwasgoingtotakeforthe

appealforparoletogothrough.Whowasgoingto



holdherhandinthelabourroom?Moretearsrolled

downhereyesandshelookeddownwipingthem

away.

Marang:WhyareyoucryingNeelo?

Neelo:It'snothing(sniffing)canweorder?

Sheforcedasmilethatdidn'treachhereyesand

Marangsighed.

Marang:Sislook,asmuchasI'm disappointedthat

youhadanextra-maritalaffair,youcantalktome

aboutanything.

Neelo:Iknow..uhm canweorder?

Sheblinkedandrubbedhercheeks.

InthesameeateryPetersattwotablesawayfrom

thetwoladies.Hewatchedfrom adistanceasNeelo

talkedtohersisterandhethoughtNeelowasgoing



tocomeafterhim butsheneverdid.Hemether

againayearagoandtriedtoapologisebutinstead

sheflashedasmileandtoldhim ohhowhappyshe

was.Hecouldseethepaininhereyesandshe

congratulatedhim onajobwelldonesincehedid

hisjobtothefullest.Sheevenwishedhim welland

shewalkedawayfrom him assheheldRhysand's

childinherarms.

Theguilthatateathisconsciencedidn'tsubsidize.

Hecouldn'tevenforcehimselftobehappyabouthis

promotiontopartneratthelawfirm.Thatwasallhe

everwantedbutvictoryjustdidn'ttasteassweet

now.

Hewasstillsingle,nokidsorwifetospeakof.He

wasallaboutworknwork,work.Itseemedlike

everythingwasstagnantinhispersonallifewhile

everyonewasprogressing.

.

.
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Ateatery

AstheyateNeelolookedathersister.

Neelo:Marangcontrarytowhatyouthink,Ididn't

cheat.

Marang:okay.

Neelo:OnGod!Justthisoncecanyoubelieveme

whenIsayIdidn'tcheat?

MarangsighedasshelookedintoNeelo'seyes.She

breathedoutbeforeshetookasipofherjuice.

Marang:Okay.Iwilltrustyouonthisone.

Neelo:Thankyou..



Shesaidassheclosedhereyes.

Neelo:Regardlessofwhatyousaw,justtakemy

wordforit.

Marang:OkayNene.

Neelo:Thankyou...

Marang:Whywereyoucryingearlieron?

Neelo:Inevergottoexperiencethosesleepless

nightswithRhyssoyah.

Marang:I'm sosorry,Ididn'tmeantorubitinyour

facelikethat..

Neelo:It'sokay.Wemoveright?Thatstagepassed,I

can'texactlyturnbackthehandsoftimecanI?

Marang:Still...youmisshim?

Neelo:Somuchbutthat'swhatusuallyhappens

whenyou'reagangster'swiferight?

Marang:Andhelovesyouregardless.Lovecomes

onceinalifetime.

Neelo:Iknowthat...



Neelosippedonherjuiceandsmiledasshe

changedthetopic.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelosmiledasshehungupthevideocallshe

wasonwithKgosi.Herbabymissedherbuthewas

alsohappyathisdad'splace.Tomorrowwas

Sundaysohewascomingbackandasmuchasshe

didn'twanthim togotodaycareattwoyears,she

agreedwithhisfather.Besidesthatwayshewasn't

goingtoletanywomaninsidethehouse.Shegot

offthehighchairandwalkedtotheloungetositon

thecouch.Shewentthroughthechannelsaswhena

doorknockdisturbedher.

Shewalkedtothedoorandopenedit.Apleasant

smilegracedherfeaturesashewrappedhisfree

handaroundherwaist.



Wawa:Hii(blushing)

Tefo:Hellomalady..

Wawa:Thisisapleasantsurprise..

Tefo:Thoughtiwouldsayhitothemostbeautiful

womanI'veevermet.

Wawa:Wellyourhiisappreciatedgoodsir.

Hekissedherlipsandbrokethekiss.

Tefo:Flowers,withdandelionsincludedbecauseI've

beenwishingondandelionshopingyouwouldbe

mine.

Sheblushedasheletgoofherwaistandhandedher

thebouquetofflowers.

Shetooktheflowersandsmelledthem.Tefotook

outhisairpodsandputthem inherear.Heplayed

thesongandshedidn'tknowshecouldsmilethis

much.



Maybeit'sthewayyousaymyname

Maybeit'sthewayyouplayyourgame

Butit'sallgood,I'veneverknownanybodylikeyou

Butit'sallgood,I'veneverdreamedofnobodylike

you

I'veheardofalovethatcomesonceinalifetime

AndI'm prettysureyouarethatloveofmine

Causei'm atafieldofdandelionswishingonevery

onethatyouwouldbemine.

Andiseeforeverinyoureyes.

IfeelokaywhenIseeyoursmile

Shemaintainedeyecontactwithhim andherubbed

herchinwhilesheheldtheflowers.Hekissedher

lipsandletgoashewalkedbacktohiscar.He

camebackwithaboxofchocolatesandshegiggled.

Tefo:Enjoytherestofthedaywapeloyame...



Thewayheusedhernameinasentencehadher

otherheartbeatbeatinglikecrazy.Hehandedherthe

boxandkissedhercheekwalkingaway.Helefther

withtheairpodsandthesongplayedtillhereversed

outoftheyardanditcut.Shewillhavetolookupthe

song.Thistypeofmjolowasnewtoherandshehad

asonghespecificallychoseforher?

Sheplacedtheboxofchocolatesonthetablealong

withtheflowers.Sheplaceditdownandwentto

lookforavaseatthekitchen.Shewasdefinitely

placingtheflowersatthecentreofthetable.

Shecamebackwithavaseandassheremovedthe

wrapping,acardfellthroughandshecoveredher

face.Shehadhisairpodsoneventhoughtherewas

nothingplaying.Shefeltallsogiddyinsideasshe

openedthecardandreadit.Shepickedadandelion

andplaceditinherhair.Shefeltlikeateenagerall

againwhowasdoggedlypursuedbyherhighschool

crush.



Shetookherphoneoutandsnappedafewselfies

withthedandelioninherhairandshecouldn'thelp

butsmileseeingthehappinessonherface.

SheuploadeditonFacebookwiththecaption

*Wishingondandelionsallofthetime *

Sheplacedherphonedown.

AtAlex'splace

AlexcouldseethatKgosiwasmissinghismother.

Hewasn'tbubblyanymoreafterthatvideocall.He

scrolledthroughhisFacebookandsawWapelo's

post.Thatsmile,thatwastheexactonethatmade

him askherout.Hedidn'tevenreactonthepicture

andherefreshedhisnewsfeed.



Alex:Babe,I'm goingtodropKgosiathismom's

place.

Neo:Okaylove..

Hewalkedtotheroom thatwasmeantforKgosiand

hegothisbagsready.Twentyminuteslaterhewas

doneandwasstrappingKgosiupinhisbabyseat.

Hegotinsidethecarandthegateslidopen.He

startedthecarastheeginewarmedup.Hefinally

reversedoutoftheyard.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapeloplayedthesongoverandoverwhilesmiling

likearetard.Sheshouldgetaholdofherself.When

thesongendedshescreamedintothepillow.That

waswhensheheardthedoorknock.Shewalkedto

thedoorandyetanothersurprise.



Wawa:Hey..

Kgosihuggedherlegsandshelaughedasshe

pickedhim up.

Alex:Helookedlikehemissedyou..canIputithis

bags?

Wawa:Sure...

Kgosistartedtotalktohismom andshejust

noddedtowhateverbewassaying.Shedidn't

understandathing.

Alexnoticedtheflowersandheswallowed.She

movedon?Hesawtheboxofchocolatesandthe

card.Wasn'tKgosistillyoungforhertoentertain

men?

Wawa:You'rehungry?

Kgosi:mmhmmm..

Wawa:Let'sseewhattomakeforyou.Alexkaboa..



Shewalkedtothekitchenandhepickedthecardto

readwhatwaswritten.Soanothermansmashedher

postpregnancy?Apartofhim hadalwaysthought

shewouldstaysinglejustbecauseshewasa

motherandmendidn'tlikewomenwithchildren.He

placedthecarddown.Thatwaswhatgavehim

assurance..

.

.

.

*

*

*

*

Y'allnevertoldmeHIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

isthisnice.Iam oninsert93andwowguys Isee

whyyoualllovedit.Myapologies.
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AtWapelo'shouse

WapelowalkedoutofthekitchenandAlexstoodup

onhisfeet.

Alex:Noceflowersyougotthere.

Wawa:Thankyou(smiling)

Alex:Uhm aretheyfrom aboyfriend?

WapeloplacedKgosidownandfrowned.

Wawa:Yes.Why?

Alex:Youdidn'ttellmeyou'redating?

Wawa:Am InotsupposeddateAlexander?

Alex:Ididn'tsaythat.Kgosiisnotevenfive..



Wawa:YetyouareinacommittedrelationshipAlex.

IsthisadoublestandardI'm sensing?

Alex:Ididn'tsaythat.

Wawa:Good.Iwouldhateforyoutobeabitterbaby

daddywhowantstochaseawayanypartnerIwould

haveatthetime.

Herubbedhisneckandbreathedout.Shedidn't

denyitandheprobablyfuckedhergoodhencethe

glow.

Alex:MyapologiesifIoffendedyouandifIcameoff

asinsecureand"too"intoyourbusiness.

Wawa:Okay..

HebentdownandheldKgosi'shandashesaid

goodbyethenstoodup.

Alex:I'llbeleavingnow.Bye.

Wawa:byeandthankyoufordroppinghim off.

Henoddedandwalkedout,closingthedoor.He



stoodbytheclosedentranceaspainchokedhim.

Therewasnochancehere.Can'twomenforgiveone

lasttimeanddecidetogivetheirchildren'sfathera

chanceforthem tobeafamily?Didtheymoveon

justlikethat?Nosecondthoughtsonhowitwould

beliketohaveawholefamilywithnostep-parents

orstep-siblings?

Thatlowsunkenfeelinginhisstomachcameback

andhesighedwalkingtothecar.Heguessedthis

particularwomanwasbuiltdifferent.

AtNeelo'shouse

Neelosatontheruginthebedroom assheplanned

whatshewouldbedoingwithherlifethenextfew

monthsonsomeselfimposedexile.Obviouslyno

onewasgoingtobelieveherifshesaidshedidn't

cheat.Leavingthecountrywasanoptiontoo,she

alwayswantedtotravelandshedidn'tknowhow

longitwasgoingtotaketoappealforherhusband's



parole.

GoingtoBobonongtoowasgoingtomakerumours

flyaround.Hermother-in-lawlivedthere,hellher

ownmotherwasgoingtogiveherhellbecauseof

hermysteriouspregnancy.Hermotherwasn'tgoing

tobeangryforlong.Soshejustneededtosortout

travellingdocuments.MakeavisaforNate,get

Rhysand'ssignatureontheaffidavitandworkfrom

wherevershewouldbe.Aniceholidaydestination

wouldbeFrance.MaybeseetheEiffeltowerwithher

babyandmakememories.Comehomeintimeto

givebirthifRhyswasnotyetout.Thatsoundedlike

areallygoodideaandshewilltellhim whenhecalls

tonight.

Sheplacedthenotebookandpendown.Nowshe

justhopedthefamilywon'tsuspectathingorthat

shewasrunningawayfrom thejudgementshe

mightfacewhenherpregnancyshows.



AtAlex'shouse

Alexplacedthecarkeysonthetableandsatnextto

Neo.Hehadgivenherlongenoughtothinkabout

expandingtheirfamily.HelovedWawabutshedidn't

wanthim andNeolovedhim.HelovedNeothough

Alex:Didyouthinkaboutit?

Neo:Alexwhyareyoupushingthisbabyissue?

Alex:Dingwagadiatsamayaandeventuallyweneed

tosettle.

Neo:Still...

Alex:Youcanstoptakibgcontraception,it'snotlikeI

willwalkoutofyouandthebaby'slifeNeo.

Neo:Ididn'tsaythat.

Alex:Unlessyoufeellikeyouaren'tstablewithmeor

youdon'twantkids.

Neo:Kgosiisstillyoung..



Alex:IwantourkidsNeo.Ourkids,yeswrhaveKgosi

Neobutwouldn'tyoulovetihavethepregnancy

experience?Usgoingfordoctor'sappointments?

Neofacedtheotherwayasshesighed.Atonepoint

shehadwantedthatsobadbutshegaveitup.

Alex:Whatdoyousaylove?

Neo:Iwouldlovethat,Iwouldreallydo...

Alex:Isenseabut..

Neo:ButI'm infertile...

Alexremovedhishandfrom herthighasshefaced

him.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtAlex'shouse

Neoknewthiswasgoingtohappen.Yesshecan't

havekidsandthewayAlexhadbeensoinsistenton

wantingkidshewillmostprobablyleaveher.

Alex:Whatdoyoumeanyou'reinfertile?

Neo:Ican'tcarrykidsAlex.Ican'tbirthakid,Ican't

carryachildinmywomb.That'swhatImeanby

infertility.

Alex:Haveyouseenadoctor?

Shestooduppushingherhairback.

Neo:WouldIbesayingthisifIdidn'tseeadoctor



andaskingmyselfifIcan'tfallpregnantatall?

Alex:Younevertoldme..

Neo:It'snotsomethingyoujusttalkabout.Youwant

afamilyandIcan'thavekidsAlex.

Alex:Whatdidthedoctorsay?

Neo:I'm justgoingtotellyouthensoonerorlater,

youwilllongforkidsandleavemeforawomanwho

canhavekids.That'showitusuallyhappens.Iget

insultedfornotbeingwomanenoughandtheman

walksout.

Alexlookedather.Ofcoursehewantedtoexpand

hisfamilyandnowshewasgoingtomakehim

seem likethebadguy.

Neo:Ihavecervicalstenosisbutit'sokay.Ifyouwant

toleaveyoucan.Iwon'tmakeyouthebadguy.

EveryguywantskidsandIhaveacceptedmy

conditionandlearnttolivewiththatsmall

inconvenienceinmylife.



Shesighedandlookedathim.Sheknewthatlook.

Theonewhereamancontemplatesspendinghislife

withaninfertilewoman.Hewasn'tgoingtostay.She

knewthat.Nowthathehadachildandhewanted

more,aperfectlyvirilemanwon'tstay.Another

failedrelationship.

ShewalkedoutoftheloungeandleftAlexinhis

thoughts.Sheknewshewasnevergoingtobegood

enoughforanyman,whyshethoughthewas

differentwasbeyondher.

Alexsighed.Shecouldn'thavekids?Thatwaswhat

ranginhishead?Heknewhewantedmorekidsand

shecan'thaveany?Wow!Hesurelyknewhowto

pickthem didn'the?

Heleanedbackonthesofaandlookedtohissides

thinkingshewouldbeherebutshewasn't.Ifshehad

toldhim thistwoyearsago,thenhewouldn'tbehere.

Ifonlyheknew.AtsomepointKgosineededsiblings



andhewantedtohavetwoorthreemorekids.He

shookhishead.Shewillprobablysayhelefther

becauseofherinfertilityandhedidn'tquitecatch

whatshesaidshesufferedfrom too.

AtNeelo'shouse

NeelotuckedinNateandkissedhislittleforehead

knowingverywellthathewillwakeuponhisown

andmakehiswaytoherbed.Shechuckled,she

couldimaginehim doingthatwithRhysandaround.

Imaginehearingfootstepstotheirdoorwhilethey

arestillkindofbusy?

Shekissedhisforeheadagainandwalkedout

leavinghisbedroom doorslightlyajar.Shewalkedto

herroom andwaitedforherhusbandtocall.She

hadmadeuphermind.Shewasdefinitelyapplying

foravisatotravelandmakingapassportforNate.

ShewassureRhyswon'trefuse.



Herphonerangandshepickedup.

Neelo:babe..

Rhys:Heythere,howareyoufeeling?

Neelo:Okay(breathedin)IhaveanideaIwanttorun

pastyou.

Rhys:Okay..

Neelo:Iwasthinkingofleavingthecountry.Imight

comebackintimetogivebirth.

Therewassilenceattheendoftheline.

Rhys:WithRJ?

Neelo:Yes.Ican'tleavehim here,otherthanyouI'm

hisparentRhys.It'snotlikeI'm skippingthecountry.

Ijustdon'twanttobestressedbypeoplekanaonce

thepregnancyshows.Stressandpregnancynever

gotogether,plustheywilljudgeme.I'm usually

strongenoughtoignorepeople'sharshwhispers

andallbutasIsaidthesocietyjudgeswomenwho



cheatharshly.It'snotlikeIwillbeabletosaymy

husbandmademepregnant..

Rhys:Ihearyou.

Neelo:IwillalwayscallbesidesI'vealwayswantedto

exploretheworldandeverythinginit.

Rhyschuckledsadly.Hestillhadthreemoreyears

inside,hiswifeshouldenjoyherselfoutthere.He

gaveherthemoneyandthereismorethathasset

theirfamilyforlife.Sinceeverythingisinhername

theycouldn'tfreezeathing.

Neelo:Isitayes?

Rhys:Eemma.Pleasetakecareandupdateme.

Neelo:Iwilldosoeveryday.Thankyousomuch.

Rhys:Ialreadymissyou.

Neelo:Imissyousomuch.Iloveyou..

Rhys:Iloveyou.

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesandshehungup.Shewas

doingthis.Sherubbedherflattummy.



Neelo:Daddylovesyoujustthathecan'tbehere.

OnMondaysheshouldstarttheprocessand

hopefullyafteraweekortwoshewillbeableto

traveltoFrance.AfterFrancemaybeBritainwill

follownextthenItaly?Thatsoundedlikeaplan.

Spendawholemonthineachcountrycasually

exploringwithherchildrenandtakinvphotoswhile

workingfrom halfwayacrosstheworld.

AtAlex'shouse

NeoclosedhereyesasAlexgotinsidethebednext

toher.Hedidn'tevenpullhertohim likeheusually

does.Sheheldbackhertears.Theatmospherefelt

coldandshetightlyclosedhereyes.Itwasover.She

wassureaboutit.Sheshouldprobablyleavehim

first,beforesheissomeoneheleavesbehindshe

shouldbreakhisheartbeforehebreakshers.Even

thoughsheknewitwasbrokenalready.



.

.

.

*

*

*

AWEEKLATE
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AtNeo'soffice

Neoleanedbackonherofficechair.Shedidn'teven

havethegutstofaceAlex.Thiswholeweekthey

havebeenavoidingeachothereversinceshemade

theconfession.Shecheckedherwatchanditwas

almostlunchtimeandhewasn'tatthehouse.She

shouldprobablyfinishupwithherpackingandtake

herstufftoherhouse.Sheshouldbedoneinan

hourortwoandshewillsendhim anemailin

regardstotheirbreakup.

Shestoodupandtuckedinhershirtneatlyinher

slim fitpants.Shepickedherblazerandhandbag

makingsuretocloseherlaptopandthe

documentationonhertable.



Shewalkedoutofheroffice.Shewillbedonevery

soon.

AtAlex'soffice

AsfrustratedashewasaboutNeo'ssituation,he

justdidn'thavetheenergytowanttodiscussitwith

her.Sheshould'vetoldhim earlierandmaybehe

wouldn'thavedevelopedfeelingsforherandopted

towalkout.Headmitsthatthesepasttwoweeks

waswhenheraisedthebabhissuelookingattheir

stability.Shewasalreadyagreatstep-mom toKgosi

andthekidadoredher.Shedidn'ttreathim likean

outcastandifshewasn'tbusyshepickedhim up

from school.Orwassheover-compensating

becauseshecouldn'thavekidsofherown?This

wholeweekwastortureandtheyjustgotoutofeach

other'swayforthewholeweek.Itwasonly

yesterdayhetriedtoresearchherconditionandall.

Hellhewantedtoseeadoctortodaybylunchtime



andpassbyherofficeafterseeingadoctor.

Hesighedandglancedathiswatch.Thewatchshe

giftedhim afewmonthsagoonhisbirthday,hehad

toadmitthatitfeltgoodalwaysgettingrandom gifts

from herjustbecausehelovedherandjusttwo

weeksagohechidedhimselffrom buyingheranew

carandoptedforaminiholidayinBalitocelebrate

theiranniversarywhichwasnextmonth.Nowthis?

Hegotup.Itwasalmosttimetoseethedoctorand

hearwhathehastosay.

AtAlex'shouse

Neoparkedhercarandheldthesteeringwheel.

Okaythiswasgoingtobethelasttimeshesetfoot

hereandshewillmove.Shealwaysdid.Maybethis

timenotdateatallandlookintotheadoption

processbecauseshewasnotgettingyounger.She



hadonlytwoyearsbeforeshehitherthirtiessothat

wasthat.

Shesteppedoutofthecarinallhergloryandused

hermanicuredhandstoshieldherfacefrom the

burningsun.Shewalkedtothehouseinherheels

andsheunlockedthedoor.Thehousehasnever

lookedsoemptythanitdoesnow,sheshookher

head.Notimeforsentimentality.Shehadonejob

andonejobonly.

Neo:Neuuuzamybabyyoucandothis.Weare

strong.

Justthenherphonerangandshepickeditup.

Neo:Hello.

Voice:HelloNeo,gakenamashiangwana.

Neo:Bathongwhycan'tyoufindajobtotakecareof

yourkids?It'snotlikeyouarehandicappedPeo.



Peo:JustP100formilk..

Neo:IsentP500aweekagojustcausemynephew

willsuffer..

Peo:It'snotlikeyouaregoingtobebroke..

Neo:hng...mmatakecareofyourkids,youcan'tkeep

onhavingkidseveryyeareketeoforomaditena.

Hersisterletoutabitterlaugh.

Peo:That'swhyyouareabarrenandyourwombis

closed.Youarewicked.Helpingoutyoursisterisita

hardtask?

Neo:Yoh!Stillinsultingmeisnotgoingtogetyou

moneyformilk.

Peo:Keepyourmoney.Mxm!Barrenbitch!!

HeroldersistercutthecallandNeoclosedhereyes.

Shewasn'tgoingtoreact.Shebreathedinandout

beforewalkingtothebedroom tocompletethetask

shecameherefor.



AtNeo'soffice

Alexwalkedtoherofficeandheknockedonthe

door.Therewasnoresponsesoheopenedthedoor.

Itwasemptyandhecouldn'tseeherbag.Her

perfumelingeredintheairthough.Helookedaround.

Sheusuallyworkedthroughlunchandhewasso

surehewouldfindherhere,workingsothattheycan

talkaboutthis.

Heclosedthedoorandsighed.Hewasn'tsureifhe

shouldwaitornot.Hesteppedawayfrom thedoor.

Hewillseeherathomeandtheywillseehowthey

aregoingtomoveforward.Helostthefirstoneand

therewasnowayinhellhewaslosingthisoneover

somethingasurgeryhecanpayforfix.

AtPrison

Insidethevisitorsroom



Neelosatacrosshim astheprisonofficerstoodby

thecorner.Shewatchedashesignedtheaffidavit

andallthedocumentationnecessaryforNateto

travel.

Whenhewasdoneheplacedthependowninthe

openandpushedthepaperstowardsNeelo.

Neelo:Thankyousomuch.

Rhys:Anythingtomakeyouhappy.

Neelosighed.Thelaywerssaidsheshouldbe

patientaboutthewholeprocess.

Rhys:I'llmissyou.

Neelosmiledsadlyassheleanedbackonthechair.

Neelo:MythoughtswillechoyournametillIseeyou

againmylove.

Rhys:Iwanttohugyourightnow..



Neelomovedherhandandtouchedhisforafew

secondsbeforesheplaceditonthetable.

Neelo:Ican'twaitforourkidstocallyoudadoneday

andwegettobetogetherasafamily.

Rhys:Ialsocan'twait.Juststaysafeokay?Isitsafe

totravelinyourconditionthough?

Neelo:I'llseeadoctoreverytwoweeksjusttomake

sureeverythingisokay.Iloveyou.

Rhys:Iloveyoumarshmallow.

Tearsfilledhereyesandsheforcedherselftotake

deepbreathsjustsoshedoesn'tbreakdownhere.

Fatealwayshasafunnywayofseparatingloved

ones.

Sheputthedocumentsinthekhakhienvelope

beforeshelookedathim andstoleabriefkiss.

Plantingitonhischeekandnose.

Neelo:Tilleternitybaby.(smiling)



Shestoodupandlookedattheofficers.Shewalked

outandRhysheldittogether.

AtAlex'shouse

Alexparkedhiscarinsidetheyardafteralong

boringdayatwork.Hecouldn'tspothissignificant

other'scar.Hegotoutofthecarandhelooked

around.Hesighedandwalkedtothehousewhere

heunlockedthedoor.Hecouldstillsmellher

perfumeinthehouse.Wasshehereperhaps?

Hethrewhisblazeronthecouchandashewas

abouttiwalktothebedroom hestoppedinhis

tracks.Shehateditwhenhedidthat.Hepickedup

theblazerandwalkedtothebedroom.Hefrowned.

Hecouldn'tseehermake-upthingsbythevanity

table.Usuallytheywereneatlyarrangedthatside,in

themorningherstuffwasthere.Hethrewtheblazer



onthebedandwalkedtothewardrobe.Heopenedit

andherclothesweren'tinthereaswell.Didshe

moveout?Withouttellinghim?Whydidshemove

out?

Heslidhisphoneoutandhewasabouttocallher

whenanemailreported.Heopeneditanditwas

from Neo.
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AtAlex'shouse

Alexreadtheemailoverandoveragain.Wasshe

beingseriousrightnow?Shethinksamereemail

wasgoingtobeenough?Shehonestlythinksthat?

Shehadanotherthingcomingifshethoughtthat.

Hesentareplyemailjustsayingokayandheplaced

hisphonedown.Hecoveredhisfacewithhishands.

Hehadalottothinkabout.

AftertwoyearswashestillgoingtowantWapelo

whoclearlymovedon?Hehadtocheckhimself

againandwherehewasheadingespeciallywiththe

wayhehasbeenthinkingthesepastweeks.He

sighed.Hehadalotofgrowinguptodo.



AtNeo'shouse

Shereadhisresponseandsheplacedherphone

down.Itwasoveranddonewith.Nowshewas

goingtoneedthreemonthstohealormore.Hella

wholeyearbutshewillbefine.

Herphonerangandsheflippedittocheckthecaller

ID.Sheclosedhereyesbeforesheanswered.

Peo:Sooganakamadi?

Neo:It'smymoneynotyours.Callyourbrotherto

sendmoney...

Therewassilence.

Neo:Becauseyouknowheisn'tsoftheartedlikeme

tosendyoumoney.Wetriedtohelpyoustarta

businessbutyouspentthemoneywithoneofyour

deadbeatbabydaddies.

Peo:Stillwearefamilyandweshouldhelpeach

other.



Neo:I'm fuckingtiredofhelpingyouPeo.Weareall

tired.

Peo:Thatwon'tmakeyouhavebabiesNeo.

Neo:Ifuckingdon'tcareokay?Idon'tcare,Ican't

havekidsit'sokay.Noneedtorubitinmyface

everytimeyoudon'tgetyourway.Gotswahoogare

reletoxicgatwerephoso.Waitsekeenggohang

yourselfPeo.Idon'tcare.Iam sickandtiredofmy

inabilitytohavechildrenbeingusedagainstme,

sincdwenayoucanhavekidstakecareofyourown

damnkidsanddon'tevercallme.Mxm!

Shehungupandproceededtoblockhersister.

Tearsfilledhereyesandshebroughtherkneesto

herfaceassheplacedherheaddown.Sheknew

that.Sheknewthat.Havingkidswasnotsomesort

ofachievementwasit?Shegotgoodgrades,she

hasadegree,shebuiltahouseandshehasagood

job.

Sheachievedhergoals.Hertherapisttoldhershe



wasokay,hervisionmaynotbethesameasother

people'svisionright?Shewasdifferentanditwasn't

herfault.Suchdefectshappenandshehappenedto

beoneofthosewithproblems.Itwasokay.Shewas

stillhuman.

Shewasn'thalfawoman,shewasnormalandshe

acceptedthateverymanwantschildren.Justlike

theoneshebrokeupwith.Hewantschildrenand

theybrokeupinacivilisedmannerwithouthim

hurlinginsultsatherlikeherpreviouslovers.Hellher

exbeforeAlexevengothismothertohurlinsultsat

hercondoninghischeatingandhowhegottheside

chickpregnant.Thisrelationshipthingwasnotfor

her.Sheletoutabrokencryandthatletopenedthe

floodgatesasshecried.

Minuteslatersheliftedherheadandwipedhertears

asshesniffed.Sheforcedherselftogetupand

walkedtothekitchen.Shetookouttheglassand

wentthroughhercabinetstolookfortheonlybottle



sheleftthere.Hertherapistwon'tknowanditwillbe

justonce.Shefoundthebottleofwhiskeyandshe

lookedatthebottleforafewsecondsbeforeshe

openeditandpouredthebitterliquidintheglass.

Shedrankitinonegoandrefilledtheglass.Then

oncemorebeforeshewalkedout.Shewillbealright.

Sheliftedherwhiskeyfilledglassuphighand

laughedtearfully.

Neo:You'llmakeitthroughthisoneagain.Youarea

strongonebabygirl.Whatdopeoplesay?God

wouldn'tputyouthroughtrialsifyouweren'tstrong

enough.

Shegulpedthatoneandplacedtheglassdown.

AtNeelo'shouse

Neelo:WellI'llcalleveryonceinawhilesis.

Marang:Dowhatmakesyouhappy..

Neelo:PlusIhavenevertravelledoutofthecountry



before.

Marang:It'sbeautiful,snowissocooleventhough

coldashellbutstillabeautifulsighttosee.

Neelo:Ifyoulovedseeingit,Idon'tknowhowNateis

goingtoreactbathong..

Marang:Kidsarealwayafascinatedbylittlestuff.

Theworldoutthereisbeautiful.

Neelo:Yesmam.Letmenotkeepyou.Bye.

Marang:Bye.

Shehungupandshelookedatthebrochuresshe

collected.Soshehadtoseeherparentsbeforeshe

leaves.Shewantedtoseeherhusbandonelasttime

again.Shewasn'tgoingtogetenoughofhim.Just

onemoretimeaftershegetsbackfrom Bobonong

thenseehim andsayherfinalgoodbyes.Shewill

mostprobablyseehim oncetheparoleisapproved.

IftheywillapproveitbutCamillasaidsheshouldbe

hopeful.Hopeforthebestbecausehopehasnever

killedanyone.Shedidn'tknowwhyshetrusted



Camillabutshejustdid.

AtRuby'shouse

Rubygotundercoversandpickedherphonefrom

thenightstand.Shetextedherboyfriendback

beforeshewentthroughpicturesofclothesand

lingerieshecanbuybeforehegetshere.Whoknew

lifecouldbethisgood?Shesmiledashismessage

reportedandshetextedback.Theydidn'thavemuch

ofatimwdifferencesohewasprobablyhome

drinkingahotcupofcoffee.Themanalways

workedandshewassurehenevertookbreaks.He

admittedthatitwashisfamilythatforcedhim to

takeaholidaybuthewasthankfulforthatbecause

hemether.Herblueeyedgod.Shegiggled.Yahno,

mjolowasnice..

*

AMONTHLATER
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AtParis,France

NeelosatbyacoffeeshopwithNateoppositeher

asshesnappedpicturesofhim tryingtodrinkthe

tea.

Neelo:tshutshunana(laughing)

Helookedatherandheldthecup.Theteawasn't

evenhotjustwarm enoughforatoddlerhisage.

Neelobitintothesliceofcakesheaskedforand

Nateputthecupdownspillingteaonthetableand

sheshookherheadwithasmile.Helookedathis

plateandhismother'splate..

Nate:mama..

Neelo:hmm?



Hepointedatherplateandshepointedathis.He

justlookedatherplateandshesighedasshefed

him apieceofhercake.Theyhadthesamecake

though.Shedidn'tknowwhatwaswrongwithkids

notwantingtoeattheirownfood.Hegavehis

motheratoothygrinandclappedhislittlehands.

Shewasgladherlittlemanwasenjoyingtheir

holidayandaccompaniedhereverywherewhenhe

wasn'ttired.Theystillhadalottoseeandmore

photostotake.ShewassureChristmaswillfind

them abroadontheirexpedition.Natefinallyused

hishandtoholdthecakeandshelaughedtaking

photosofhim.Whenthecamerashutteredhe

grinnedathismotheragain.

Neelo:WhatdotheParisianssay?Je'taimebèbè...

Hejustnoddedasifheunderstoodandthengot

busywiththecakeeat.Neeloplacedherphone

downandsheatehersdrinkingthehotcocoashe

wasservedwith.Thepeacethatsurroundedherwas



oneshewaseternallygratefulfor.Herhusbandwas

asweethearttoevenallowhertotraveltheworld

withhispreciouscargo.Sherubbedhergrowing

babybump.Shewasfourandahalfmonths

pregnant.Herbabygirlwashealthyandshewas

happy.Aboythenagirl.Maybefiveyearslaterthey

willtryforanotherchildtoo.

Nate:Mama?

Shelookedatherfirstbornwithasmile.

Neelo:Hmm?

Heshowedherhisemptyplateandhishandsfullof

cream.Hismouthaswell.

Neelo:Goodboy,nowmommywon'tsleeptodaybut

it'sokay..

Sheopenedherbagandtookouthiswipes.She

walkedtohissideandstartedtowipehishands

thenface.

Neelo:Nowallclean.Full?

Shetouchedhistummyandhenoddedbutwanted



topicktheteacup.

Neelo:ThenIguessweshouldgetgoingmylove.

Shewalkedtohersideandsinceshehadalready

paidforthis,shepickedherbagandhelpedhim off

thechair.Sheheldhishandastheystartedtowalk

away.Shedidn'tthinkshehadtheenergytopickhim

up.MostprobablywhentheygettoBritain,they

couldrentoutasmallcottageandcozyupinside

justthebothofthem.Theworldwastheiroyster.

AtFrancistown

AtWapelo'shouse

ThispastmonthwithTefohasbeenwonderful.She

gottomeethistenyearoldsonandtheboywashis

father'ssonthat'sforsure.Theboygotalongwith

Kgosisowelltheymight'vebeenbrothers.It'sbeen

amonthandshesawaverystablefuturewithTefo.



RightnowtheboyswasoutsidewithTefoplaying

ball,shewassureherpoorbabydidn'tevenhavethe

chancetokickthatballlargerthanhim.

Shechuckled.ShewonderedwhenNeoandAlex

weregoingtohavekidsoftheirown.Asmuchas

NeowasagoodwomanandshetreatedKgosilike

herown,itgottoherhowKgosiusedtocallher

mamaaswell.ShegotKgosigiftstooandeven

thoughthispastmonthshehasn'theardKgosi

blubberinhisbabylanguageaboutNeo,woman

shouldhaveherownkids.

Twoyearswastoolongnottohavekidswiththe

manyoulove.Sheshookherheadasshestoodup

andwalkedoutsidetowheretheboyswere.Apart

ofherwasgladthatTefodidn'tcomewithbaby

mamadramabecausehisson'smotherdiedafew

yearsago.

Wawa:Juice?



Tefo:Yesmam..

Kgosi:Mama..

Hertiredbabyhalfrantoherandshelaughed.

Wawa:Lonalelapisangwana..

TefolaughedandKagisosaidsomethingthatmade

allofthem laughandKgosichangeddirection

runningtotheguys.

Sheshookherheadandwalkedinsidethehouse

headingtothekitchentopourjuiceandalsohand

them water.Neelowashappyspendingmoney

abroadandshewasglad.Womanwasmiserable

withoutRhyssosheneededtorelaxeventhoughher

suddebglowhadhersuspectingthatNeelodid

somethingsheshouldn'thavedone.Butitwasn'ther

placetoaskquestions.Neelowilltalkoncesheis

ready.

AtAlex'shouse



Hethoughtaboutwhathisbrothersaid.It'sbeena

monthsincetheyhavebeenapart.Hejustneededto

gethimselftogether.Thinkrealhardaboutwhat

happenedandwhathewantedinhislife.Inpassing

hementionedsomethingaboutfinallymeetingtheir

sisterandRhysbrusheditoff.

Heknewwhathehadtodoorwhatheshould've

donealongtimeago.

AtNeo'shouse

Neosettledonthecouchassheplacedherwine

glassdown.Shehasbeebdrinkingmoderatelythese

daysandshewasn'tdrinkinginexcess.Aglassor

twoadaywasokayandtodaybeingaSaturdayshe

hadnothingbettertodo.Sheplayedthesongshe

spentthewholemonthplaying.Itwashercomfort

songandlifehasbeenpeacefuleversinceshe



blockedPeo.Sheknewheroldersisterwasprideful

andwasn'tgoingtoaskforforgiveness.Sheletout

alowchuckleaswell,shehadgottensousedto

Kgositoothatshemissedthelittleboythoughshe

knewherepresentedsomethingshewouldnever

have.

Shetookasipandshesungalong,replacingtheit's

beenayearwithit'sbeenamonthinherhead.Their

anniversaryhadpassedandshelaughedwithtears

inhereyes.Thiswasgoingtobeaprocess.Hellshe

didn'thavethestrengthtomoveontoanothe

relationship.

Itriedtoimagine,yourreaction

Itdidn'tscaremewhentheearthquakehappened

butitreallygotmethinking

Thenightwewentdrinking,stumbledinthehouse

anddidn'tmakeitpastthekitchen

Ohit'sbeenayearnow,thinkIfiguredouthow,how



tothinkaboutyouwithoutitrippingmyheartout

AndIknow,youknow,weknow,youweren'tdown

forforeverandit'sfine

AndIknow,youknow,weknow,weweren'tmeant

foreachotherandit'sfine

Sheplacedtheglassdownasshewipedhertears

whenitgottothepartwhereitsaid"Wouldyoulove

meforthehellofit?Allourfearswouldbe

irrelevant"

Shesobbedintoherhandsasthesongplayed.She

knowsshewasn'tmeantforforeverwithsomeone

butshewillbeokay.Itwasherfaultthatshedidn't

speakupearlierandnowshefellforhim sobadthat

itstillhurtwhenshewastheonewhoendedthings.

Themusicwassoloudthatshedidn'tevenhearthe

doorknock.Oncethesongended,sheliftedher

headastheknockpersisted.Shewasanabsolute



uttermess.Shekeptquiethopingthepersonwould

goaway.Thepersonknockedagainandshekept

quiet.Shewasinnomoodnorstateforguests.The

personstoppedknockingandsheclosedhereyes

asthenextsongplayed,shepickedherglassand

gulpedtherestofherwineandlistenedtothelyrics.

JuliaMichaelswasherfightertodaybecauseshe

foundherselfnearsobbingagain.

Ithinkofthenightintheparkitwasgettingdark

Andwewoukdstaythereforhours

Whatalie,whatalie,whatalie

You'dclingtomybody,likeyouwanteditforever

Whatalie,whatalie,whatalieforyouandI

Shecriedtillshehadhiccups.Herphonerangand

sheignoreditassheplacedherheadonherknees.

Shewasgettingeverythingoutofhersystem.Cryit

out,drinkitoutjustgetitoutofhersystem.Likeshe

hasbeendoingeveryweekendthispastmonth.



.

.

*

*
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AtNeo'shouse

Alexstoodsilentlybythedoor,hecouldhearher

sobsregardlessoftheloudmusicandhowshe

purposefullyignoredthedoorknock.Whydidn'tshe

openthedamneddoor.Hiswomanwasdramatic

alright.Hesteppedawayfrom thedoorandwalked

backtohiscar.Hecheckedthecompartmentsfor

theextrakeyhehadmadeafterhereturnedhersto

herafewweeksago.

Hewalkedbacktothedoorandanothersadsong.

Whatwasitwithwomenandmakingthemselves

intentionallysadwithmusicsothattheycrymore?

Hedidn'tunderstandthatlogicreally.Heusedhis

keytounlockthedoorandheheardtheclicksohe



wassureitwasunlocked.Heopenedthedoorand

hestoodthereashewatchedhersobinbetweenher

legs.Shehadlostabitofweighttoo.Hesuckedina

deepbreathandclosedhiseyeaforafewseconds

beforewalkingtoher.

Neoliftedherheaduponhearingfootstepsandshe

gaspedseeinghim.Intheflesh.Sheusedherhands

towipehertears.Heshouldn'tseeherthisweak.

Neo:uhm h-heyIdidn'thearyou.

Alexlookedather.Shelookedhollow.Wasthiswhat

happenedtoherifshewasstressedandhurting?

Hervoicehadashakyedgetoitaswellandhe

hatedthatshewashurting.

Neoswalloweddrylyassilenceengulfedthem.What

washedoinghere?Shesethim freetofinda

womanwhom hecanhavekidswith,shedidn'twant

toseehim becausesheknewwhatshelostbehind.

Shewantedhim tobehappierthanhehaseverbeen.

Him beingherewasaboutticomplicatethings



includingherownhealing.

Alexsatnexttoherwithoutsayingawordandpulled

hertohim andhestartedtorubherback.Sheheld

backhertearsasshecradledintohislargeframe

likeachild.Whywashedoingthis?Tobothofthem

butmostespeciallyher?Herubbedherbackwithout

sayingawordandminuteslatershefoundherself

cryingandwettinghisteewithhertears.Alexkissed

thetopofherheadashelookedaround.Whywas

therewine?Neodidn'tdrink,shetoldhim thatshe

hadgonetitherapyforherdrinking.Shehadbeen

openabouyeveryaspectofherlifeexceptthisone

detailaboutherinfertility.Stupidofhernottitellhim

buthewassurehewould'verunforthehillshadshe

toldhim thistwoyearsago.

Shestoppedcryingwhileinhiswarm embrace.She

lookedupathim withherswollenredeyesandhe

rubbedherpinkcheek.

Alex:We'lltalkaboutthealcohollater..



Sheswallowedlayingherheavyheadbackdownon

hischest.Shecouldfeelthefamilarheadache

comingassheclosedherheavyeyes.Alexwatched

hersilentlyassheclosedhereyes.Shewaslight

andtheywouldtalkaboutthisbutnotnow.Minutes

passedandhelookedather.Didsheknowhow

prettyshelookedwhenshewasasleep?Reminded

him ofthatDisneymoviesheforcedhim towatch

becauseshehadmissedDisneyprincessmoviesat

herbigage.Hesatonthecouchwithherpeaceful

byhisside.Hewantedtobesureshewasasleep

beforehetookhertobed.Hefinallystoodupand

pickedherup.Toolightforhisliking.Hefoundhis

waytoherbedroom andusedhisfoottopushopen

thedoor.Heplacedheronthebedandhecovered

herwiththefleecewhilehelookedforsomethingfor

hertochangein.Hefoundhersleepingshirtand

walkedtothebedtogetridofhersweats.Shedidn't

evenwakeupintheprocess.Hesatbythecorner

andwatchedhersleep.Hesmiledsoftlyandhis

thoughtswereinterruptedbyaphonecall.Wapelo's



nameflashedonthescreenandheanswered.

Alex:Hi..

Wawa:Hello..Kgosihereisyourdad..

Shehandedhim thephoneanfAlexchuckledas

Kgosispokeinsyllables.Hewasalwaysamusedby

hislittleboy.TenminuteslaterKgosiyawnedandhe

heardrustling.

Alex:Thankyou.Goodnight.

Wawa:Wait...uhm Ihaveaquestion..

Alex:Okay..

Wawa:WhenareyouandNeohavingkids?Imean

it'sbeentwoyearsandwehadn'tevenhadtwoyears

whenyougotmepregnant..

Alex:WapeloIthinkit'sbestwestayoutofeach

other'spersonallivesunlessitinvolves

Kgosi.(calmly)

Wawa:I'm sorryIjustthoughtth-



Alex:Don'tthoughtnexttime.Haveagoodnight.

HehungupandlookedatNeoasheplacedhis

phonebyherbedside.Hestoodupandwalkedout

oftheroom.

AtNeelo'sparents

MaN:DidyounoticesomethingdifferentaboutNene

whenshewashere?

RaN:No..

MaN:IthinkNeneispregnant..

RaNeelolookedathiswife,hereallywantedtosay

shewasn'trightbutfrom thelasttimeNeelowas

pregnantandhowshehadgainedweight,hewould

givehiswife'ssuspicionsthebenefitofthedoubt.



RaN:Buthow?

MaN:Thesekids,theyhavealotoftechnology..

RaN:Whatdoyoumean?

MaN:MalobainthenewspaperIreadthattherewas

awomanwhodidgatwenggonemoo?Theymade

herpregnantatthehospital.

RaN:Uhu!

MaN:Kaobolella...

RaN:We'llhearfrom Nene.

MaN:ShesayssheisenjoyingParisleNate..

RaN:Andsomeofushavenevertravelled.

MaN:Wearetoooldtotravel..

RaN:Betterwestayhereandtendtothefarm.

MaN:Exactly.

Hesmiledashegotoutofbedtogoswitchoffthe

light.



AtParis

Insidetherentedapartment

NeeloputNatetosleepaftershehadlockedthe

doors.Shesatdownandtookherlaptopoutto

checkheremails.Anyupdatesonherhusband's

caseandofcourseupdateheralbum.Shehad

savedallofNate'smilestonessothatRhyscansee

everythingoncehewasout.

Shereadheremailfrom thelaywer.Thejudgewas

willingtoheartheircaseanditwasscheduleda

weekbeforeChristmas.Shestartedcounting.Two

monthsaway.Shewouldbesixmonths.Itwouldn't

bewisetoevenattend.Thelawyerswillgiveherthe

verdict.Itwouldbesonicetohaveherhusband

homeforChristmas.Sherubbedhertummy.Shewill

havetotrustherlawyers.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

AtNeo'shouse

Shewokeupwithherfaceagainsthardmuscle.She

closedhereyesagain.Hespentthenight?She

thoughthewouldbegoneonceshewakesup.His

handswounduparoundheraswouldbandsofsteel.

Whotoldhim shewasrunning?Okaysheknewthey

didn'tstandachance.

Hisholdoverhereasedandsheopenedhereyesto

lookupathim.Helookeddownatherandsmiled.

Alexkissedthetopofherheadandthenallowed

himselftheopportunitytothoroughlyassessher



withhisshrewdeye.

Alex:Howareyoufeeling?

Neo:Better..uhm..

Shetriedtosituprightsohecouldlethergobuthe

wasn'tmoving.

Alex:Relax...

Shesighed.Hedidn'thavetodothis.Hewashereto

stayandforgood.Herstubbornnesswasn'tgoingto

keephim awayinanyway.Hegaveherenoughtime

andhehadenoughtimehimselftoworkthroughhis

ownfeelingsandheknewhehadlovedherandhe

stilldoesbutthistimeWapelowascompletelyand

trulyinthepast.

Alex:I'm willingtolisten,talktomeaboutanything

love..

Shedidn'tknowwhattosay.Theyweren'tacouple



oranythingofthatsortnomore,thiswasjustgoing

todelayherhealing.

Neo:Thisisnottherighttimeandbesideswebroke

up.

Alex:Arewereallygoingtotalkabouttimingintimes

likethese?

Shesuckedinabreathandmanagedtoescapehis

hold.Wellhelether.

Neo:Itdoesn'tmatter,wearenolongertogether.You

needawomanwhogivesyouchildrenandIam not

thatwoman.

Alex:Youbrokeupwithme.Ididn'tagree..

Neo:Yousentanemailback.

Alex:Whobreaksupwiththeirpartnerviaemail

kanteNeo?

Neo:That'sbesidesthepointbutweareover.

Alex:Nowearenot..

Neo:Weare...

Alex:Not.



Neo:Are..

Alex:Not..

Sheendedlaughingandshehithim withapillow.

Neo:Tlherratswamodikobongtsame(getoutofmy

blankets)

Alex:Kagana..

Hepulledhertohim andheangledhisjeaddownto

touchherforeheadsohewaslookingintohereyes.

Alex:KagorataandIwon'tletthiscomebetweenus.

Wewilltalkandseewhattodo..

Neo:Ale-

Hesilencedherwithasoftkiss.

Alex:Asfoolishasyouarefornottellingmethis

earlierIloveyoumydramaqueenautwe?Ijust

neededtimetodigestthisandeverything.Don'tlet



youranxietypushmeandusawayautwe?

Hekissedherforeheadthenhernosebridge

followedbyhercheeksthenherpuckeredlips.He

usedhishandtolightlyholdherneckandsmiledas

hekissedherchin.

Alex:Iloveyouanddon'tforgetthatangel..

Shenoddedandhesmiled.Theystillhadmoreto

talkaboutbutthiswasthefirststep.

AtParis,France

Intheapartment

Neeloworkedawayasshesentherapprovalsfor

everythingthatneededapproval.Shewouldbehome



exactlyaweekbeforeChristmassoifherhusband

wascominghomeshewouldbeabletowelcome

him withopenarms.Shecouldn'twaitforNateto

meethisdadandforhisdadtoholdhim.

NaturallyasamothersheshowedNatehisdad's

picturessohecanknowthathewascalledpapa.

Shejustwantedtomakeiteasyforthetwoto

connectonceRhyscomesoutofjailbythetimehe

willcomeout.Natewalkedtowardsherholdinghis

ballandsheplacedthelaptopaside.

Neelo:Heyboy...

Shesaidassheopenedherarmsuptohim.Instead

Natesatnexttoherandplacedhishandsonher

growingtummy.

Nate:Baabyy..

Neelo:Yes.Yourlittlesister..

Nate:Uhm baby..



Neelo:Yesyouarebabybutanotherbaby...

Hefrownedandlookedathismotheragain.He

wantedtocryandNeelochuckled.

Neelo:Iloveyouandyouarebaby..

Shereassuredherfirstbornthathewastheonly

baby.Hehatedsharingdidn'the?

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelowasthefirstpersontowakeupandshe

lookedatherphone.Sheshouldn'thaveaskedAlex

that.EversinceshestarteddatingTefolikeshetold

him amonthago,whichwastheonlytimeheasked

heneveraskedaboutherlife.Hedidcongratulate

heronfindingnewlove.Hetrustedhertoknowif

TefowasgoodforKgosiornotandhenever

complained.Herquestionqasunnecessary.



Shepickedherphoneandtypedaquicktext

apologisingtohim beforesheplaceditdown.She

gotoutofbedandlookedatTefowhowassleeping.

Yesterdayhadbeenlongandtiring,shewasgoingto

letalltheboyssleepthroughmorning.

.

.

*

*
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AtMaRhysand'shouse

Afewdayslater,NeoandAlexwereatMaRhys'

house.Alexhadmusteredthecouragetofinally

meethislittlesister.Neosqueezedhishand.The

pastfewdayswerejustthem talkingthingsthrough

andfacingtheirdemonsheadonjustbeforethey

leftfortheStates.Shehopedthiswasgoingtowork

butthemannexttoherhadassuredherthatevenif

itdoesn'twork,hewillstandbyherside.

MaRhyslookedatNeo.ShehadlovedWawafor

AlexbuthesawhowAlexcouldrelaxaroundNeo.

HesawhowhiseyesshinedwhenhelookedatNeo

anditseemedasifNeocouldn'tseethat.Shesaw

loveinhiseyesandshesmiled.SheofferedNeotea



andsheaccepteditkindheartedly.Alexbettermarry

thisoneandRhysbettermarryNeelowhenheis

releasedfrom prison.Thehousewouldbenicewith

herdaughter-in-lawshelpingaround.

MaRhystalkedwithNeowholetAlex'shandgo.She

wassweet.Shedidn'ttalkmuchbutshewassweet.

ThedoorknocksoundedandMaRhysstoodupto

goget.Herhouseitseemed,wasneutralgroundand

thefactthattheirfatherwaswillingtoworkouthis

relationshipwithhissonseventhoughitwastwo

decadeslatermadeallthedifference.

MaRhys:Comein.He'sinside.

HenoddedandLeboposmiled.

MaRhys:HelloLebohoware?

Lebopo:Good.DaddysaysIhavetwobrothers..

MaRhys:Yesyoudobaby..comeinside..



TheduowalkedinsideandMcKnightlookedathis

youngestson.Hewasseatednexttoabeautiful

youngwomanwhoheldhishandlovingly.Bothhis

sonsfoundloveandifhewasn'tmistakenshewas

themotherofhischildyes?

Hesatdownontheoppositecouchandhelookedat

them asMaRhysandLebopoheadedtothekitchen.

Neo:Dumelang..

McKnight:Hello..

Neolookedatthetwomenandsawthe

resemblance.ShdwhisperedsomethinginAlex'sear

beforeshestoodupandexcusedherselfleavingthe

twogentlementotheirowndevices.

Silenceengulfedtheroom andsuddenlythetiles

lookedsointerestingasAlexkepthiseyesonthe

floor.Henevernoticedthedetailsonthetiles.



MeanwhileinthekitchenLebopocuriouslylookedat

Neowhosaidhitoher.

Lebopo:Hello..

Neo:ShehasAlex'seyes..

MaRhyslookedatthelittlegirl.Shewasherfather's

daughterthat'sforsure.

Lebopo:Alexismybrother?

MaRhys:Yessweetie..

Lebopo:Sheisnice..

MaRhyschuckledasNeosatdownandtooka

sweetfrom thejar.

Neo:Thankyou...

Lebopo:What'syourname?

Neo:Neo..

Lebopo:IhaveafriendatschoolhernameisNeo.Ga

anamenoatwohapele..

TheladieslaughedandLebopokeptastraightface.



Lebopo:Daddysaidthatherteethwillgrowlikemine.

Neo:TheywillfornowletNeobe..

Lebopo:Ilikeyourhair..

MaRhys:BathongLebopo!(laughing)

Inthesittingroom McKnightbrokethesilenceby

clearinghisthroat.Alex'seyesquicklymethisand

hewasembarassedbywhathedidyearaago.

McKnight:Iwouldliketoapologisefirstformy

behaviouryearsago..

Alex:Okay..

McKnight:It'sbeenyearssinceIsaw.Youhave

grown..

Alex:Everyonegrows..

Hisfathersighed.Heknewhisfirstbornwasin

prisonandhedidn'twanttobringthatup.

McKnight:Howhaveyoubeenthesepastyears?



Alex:Good.WithRhys'helpI'm good.

McKnight:That'sgood.Whenwillhebereleased?

Alex:Inafewyears..

Herepliedsharplyandthensilenceengulfedthem

onceagain.Theyheardthesoftlaughscomingfrom

thekitchenandAlexdidn'tknowwhattosaynext.

Thismanhasn'tbeenthere.Thismanhurthis

motherbeyondrepairandhewasn'taroundformost

ofhislife.Hedidn'tknowwhattosayinallhonesty.

Neosaidsomethingbeforesheleft.Shesaidhe

shouldn'tforceitandiftheyhavenothingtotalk

aboutandhestillhasthatpentupangerheshould

tellhim that.Justtogettotalkaboutthatandset

himselffreefrom theclutchesofhisuglypast.

Alex:why?

McKnightlookedathim.Hewasn'tsurehowto

answerthatquestion.

McKnight:Idon'tknow..



Heansweredhonestly.Hedidn'tknowwhyhedid

whathedidbuthegotthewakeupcalljustafew

yearsagoafterSesame'ssuicide.

Alexbreathedinandlookedathim.Ifeyescouldkill

thenforsureMcKnightwouldbedeadinthisinstant.

Hesawtheanger,hurtandregretflashinAlex'seyes.

Hewasthwonewhobrokethefamilyandyearslater

thedamagewashardtoundo.

Theirmomentwasdisturbedbytheladieswalking

insidetheroom andAlexforcedasmiileonbisface

asLebopolookedathim.Hewasheretoknowhis

sisteroratleastknowhowsheisandsaybyetohis

motherbeforetheyleftfortheStates.Neosqueezed

hishandandhekisseditwithasmilelingeringon

hislips.

Alex:Iloveyou(mouthingthewordstoher)

Shenoddedandsmiledathim.

McKnight:Lebopo?



Lebopo:Rra?

McKnight:Ididtellyouyouhavebrothersright?

ShenoddedandlookedatAlexwhosmiled.Neo

lookedatAlex.Hewastryingandthatwasastepin

therightdirection.

McKnight:HisnameisAlex..

Lebopowalkedtohim andgavehim herhandandhe

tookitwithasmile.

Lebopo:I'm Lebopo..nicetomeetyouAlex.

Alex:HelloLebopo.Nicetomeetyoupumpkin.

Lebopo:Ihatepumpkins...

Hepretendedtogaspinshock.

Lebopo:TheyareorangeandI'm not.

Alex:Eemma(smiling)

MaRhyslookedatAlexasheinteractedwithhis8



yearoldhalfsister.Shesmiled.Theyhadalongway

togobutinduetime.

AttheAirport

Neelowatchedasherluggagewastakenaway.Next

stopwasBritainandshecouldn'twaitfortheirnext

adventure.Sheheldherson'shandastheywalkedto

theaircraft.

Nate:Flyy!

Neelo:Yeababy.Weareflyingandgoingtohavefun.

Justyouandme.Whenwearrivewearegoingto

callgrandma..

Heletgoofherhandandclappedhis.

Neelo:Andyouruncletoo..andauntie..justthewhole

familytosayhii.

Nate:Hiiimommy..



Neelo:Hellomybaby(smiling)

Heliftedhishandsandsheshookhishead.Hewas

heavyandshewasn'tgoingtocarrythisheavyboy.

Besidestheuhadalmostarrivedtotheaircraft.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

NeelounlockedthedoorandNatefollowedbehind.

Shewaitedforhim togetinsidethehousebefore

shewalkedtothecartogettheirluggage.Theyhad

accumulatedalotofluggagefrom theirtravel

aroundtheworlsthat'sforsure.

Natewalkedaroundthehouseashismotherwalked

withhisbagsheadingtothebedroom.

Nate:babytired...

Neelo:Eerra.I'm tiredandthebabyistired.

Shesaidasshelookedatheralmostsevenmonth



belly.

Nate:Sleep.

Neelo:Emapelebaby.I'm gettingmorebagsfrom

thecarandwesleep.

Shesaid.Halfanhourlatershewasperusing

throughthekitchenandsheplacedherheadonthe

counter.Nogroceriesandfoodwasimportant.

Shewalkedtothebedroom andfoundRJsprawled

onherbed.Hewastiredwasn'the?Sheneededto

buyfoodandshwcan'texactlyleavehim allalonein

thishouse,nomatterhowsafeherhusband'shouse.

Shecoveredhim withtheblanketsandshewalked

out.Sheshouldjustordertakeoutfornowandshe

willdogroceryshoppingtomorrowtotakehermind

offthecourthearingwhichwastomorrow.Her

phonerangandsheansweredit.

Neelo:Hello?



Alex:Hi,didyouguysarrivesafely?

Neelo:Wejustarrivedthankyou.

Alex:AndIwishyoutoldmesooneraboutyourplans

toaskforparolebecauseIwould'vebeenincourt

tomorrow.

Neelo:Ididn'twanttojinxanythingandI'm sureRhys

wassurprisedaswellwhenhislawyertoldhim.

KanaIdidn'twanttogeteveryone'shopeshighfor

noreasonatall.Gabakaganagomohaappeal

gonegoagonnajang?(Iftheyrefusetogivehim a

parole,howisitgoingtolooklike?)

Alex:Andyouarebeingnegative.Gladyouaresafe

andathome.Lockthegateandthedoors.

Neelo:Surebro.SaytoNeoforme.

Alex:Willdo.Bye.

Shesaidbyeandhungup.Shelookedforfastfood

restaurantnumbersandcalled.



AtBobonong

AtRuby'sparents

Rubyparkedhercarinsidetheyardandlookedat

her5-caratdiamondring.Shewassoexcitedand

herfiancewassosweettoaskifhehadto

acknowledgehercultureandpayhermagadi.That

wassosweetandshewasgoingtoaskherparents

iftheywouldacceptmagadifrom awhiteman

whosecultureissodifferentfrom theirs.

Sheopenedthecardoorandsteppedout,picking

herovernightbagfrom thepassengerseat.She

closedthedoorandheadedtotheopendoor,was

shegoingtospendherholidayswithherparents?

Shewasn'tsure.MaybeMasonwasgoingtowhisk

herawaytoLondonorhewasgoingtocomehere.

Shewillhearwhathehastosayinregardsto

Christmas.TheirfirstChristmastogether.



Shewalkedinsidethehouseandgreetedboth

parentswhoweresittedonthecouchwatching

Skeem Saam ontv.Hermotherwasthefirstperson

whosawherhandandshesmiled.

MaRuby:Andyoudidn'ttellus?

Ruby:Ma?

MaRuby:Ring..

Shelookedatherhandandshesmiled.

Ruby:WellIam engagedtobemarried...

Herfatherlookedupandsmiledsoftly.Aslongas

theironlydaughterwashappytheywerehappy.

MaRuby:Iam happyforyoungwanakaandyouhave

beenglowingtoo.

Ruby:Thankyoumama.Iam happy.Butthereisan

issue..letmegoputthebagsinthebedroom.



Sheheadedtoherroom andplacedherbagsdown

beforegoingtojoinherparentsinthelounge.

Ruby:mamakenyalalekgoa...(I'm marryingawhite

man)

MaRuby:Okay.That'sstillfine.Ithink..

Ruby:Hewasaskingifyouguyswouldaccepthis

magadigaakantsha..

RaRuby:WewouldRuby.Youdon'thavetoworry.

Ruby:ThenIwillintroducehim toyou.KeeneMason

andonalematlhoablue.Doyouguysthinkourkids

willhaveblueeyes?

Herparentslaughed.

MaRuby:Rubyyagoirasesejewang(Rubygomake

somethingtoeat)

Ruby:Totamama...hmm..Masonwon'tbehappyyou

areoverworkinghiswife.

MaRuby:Garenasepe..



Shepoutedandherparentslaughedbeforeshifting

theirattentionbacktoSkeem Saam.Sheshookher

headandheadedtothekitchen.Sheshouldget

groceriesforthem firstthinginthemorningplus

Christmaswasfastapproaching.

IntheUSA

Attheapartment

AlexcuddledNeoassheclosedhereyes.Shewas

stillhealingfrom theoperationandshehadphysio

aswell.

Alex:Ithurts..

Neo:I'llbefine...Ijustneedtosleep.

Alexkissedherforeheadandsheopenedhereyes.

Neo:Youknowyoudidn'thavetodothis,Iwould've

beenfineandyoucangoseeifyourbrotherwillbe



out.

Alex:Rhyswillbefine.It'syouI'm worriedabout.

Neo:Yourselfcontrolinregardstosexthoughmy

love..

Alexchuckledandkissedherjawlinesoftlyasshe

letoutasoftsigh.

Alex:AslongasmyhandsworkI'llbefine..

Sheshookherheadwithasmile.

Neo:Iloveyou.

Alex:Iloveyoumore.

Neo:Don'tforgettovideocallKgosi,bathongtheboy

hasn'tseenyouintwomonths.

Alex:Oncethedoctorgivesusthegreenlightwe'llgo

backtoBotswana.Rightnowrelaxmylove...

Herubbedherarmsandkissedhernosebridge

followedbyhernosethenhercheeksandshe

giggledplacingherhandsonhisstubbledjaw.

Neo:Igetitlove.Don'tmakeyourselfhorny..



Alex:Obuilelate..

Sheslowlymovedawayfrom him andremovedthe

fleecetoseethetentinhispantsandshelaughed

placingherheadbackonhischest.

Neo:Sorryautwebaby?(inababyvoice)

Alex:mxm(laughing)

Heheldhisphoneandconnectedhisheadsetssince

hedidn'tknowwhereNeoplacedhisairpods.Heput

oneheadsetinherearandhegaugedherreaction

asshesungalongtooneofherfavouritesthatshe

madehisfavouriteaswell.

Shegrinnedathim ashechuckledseeingtheway

hereyeslitupasshesung,partiallyignoringher

achingbody.Shewasastrongonewasn'tshe?

Thesongendedandshesmiledandplacedherhand



onherpelvicarea.

Alex:Ithurts?

Neo:I'llbefinebabe?Don'tstress..

Hesmiledandhisphonerangasheheldit.Itwas

Wapeloanditwasavideocall.MostprobablyKgosi

wasabouttosleep.Heansweredthecalland

Kgosi'schubbyfaceflashedonthescreen.Kgosi's

smilegrewwiderwhenhesawNeo.

Kgosi:Papa..

Alex:heychamp..

Kgosiclappedhishandsandinsteadoftalkingtohis

dadlikeheusuallydidhisattentionshiftedtoNeo

whowasdelightedtospeaktohim.Alexshookhis

headashewatchedhistwofavouritepeople

interactingwitheachother.Towardstheendofthe

callKgositalkedtohim beforeheyawnedandsaid

hewassleeping.Hesaidbyeandthecallended.

Neoyawnedaswell.

Alex:Andlet'sgetyoutobedaswellbaby.



Neo:I'm notsleepy.

Heplacedhisphonedownandpickedherup

carryinghertothebedroom whereheplacedheron

thebed.Hetookoutherclothesinthewardrobeand

placedtheclothesnexttoher.Firstmonthafterthe

surgerywasabitroughonthebothofthem andNeo

beingsuchanindependentwoman,shestruggled

withlettinghim takecontrolbutnowtheywerefine.

Hekissedherforeheadandwalkedoutoftheroom

ashispboneranginthelounge.Heputoneheadset

inhisearandansweredthecall.

Alex:Hello..

Wawa:Kgosimissesyouandhehasn'tseenyouin

twomonths.

Alex:Iknow.It'snotasifI'm goneforever.My

womanandIarestillsortingstuffhere..

Wawahumphed.Sortingstufffortwomonths?It



lookedlikethetwowereonahoneymoonor

something.

Alex:Ihaven'tabandonedmysonWapelo.Iknowhe

hasn'tseenmeintwomonthsandIdovideocall

him almosteverydaywithoutfail.Isthereanother

problem?

Wawa:No.

Alex:Great.Tellhim Isaidgoodnightandbye.

Hehungupandopenedthepantry.

Alex:Baaabee?(shouting)

Neo:Rra?

Alex:Doyouwantbedtimesnacks?

Neo:KebatladihugledicuddlesMrMcKnight...

Alex:Hugsandcuddleacomingrightupmy

love(laughing)

Hetookthebiscuitsandthechocolatebar.Knowing



her,shewilleatthiseventhoughshedidn'twant

snacks.

Hemadesurethedoorwaslockedandheswitched

offthelightsonhiswaytothebedroom.

.

.

*

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

AtNeelo'shouse

Neelowaswokenupbyhandsonherface.She

openedhereyesandlookedatherhusband's

photocopy.

Neelo:Goeng?

Nate:Morningmama...

Shesmiledandkissedhischeek.

Neelo:MorningRJ..



Hegrinnedshowingoffhisbabyteethandstarted

touchingherbelly.

Nate:mamateeth.Brush...

Neelo:Yespapa.Retlabrusheree...

Nate:Baby..

Neelo:WearehavingababyNate...

Nate:big..

Shechuckledandlookedatherlittleking.Hewas

gettingusedtotheideathathewillbehavinga

youngersiblingsoon.

Neelo:Verybig.Butshewillbesmall..

Nate:Shi?

Neelo:Wearehavingagirlbaby.Youseeyou,uncle,

grandpaandyourdadareboysandme,auntyRay,

grandmaaregirls.Babywillbeagirl..

Nate:I'm Nate..baby?

Neelo:Babydoesnothaveanameyet.We'llcallher



babytillshecomesokay?

Hejustnoddednotquiteunderstandinghismother

andhegotoutofbed.

Nate:Brush.

Heheadedtothebathroom andsheshookherhead.

Thislittlegirlwaspressingherbladder.Shegotup

andwalkedoutoftheroom headingtothemain

bathroom torelieveherself.Minuteslatershe

walkedtoherbathroom andshefoundthe

toothpastealloverthesinkandthestuffonthefloor.

Neelo:Whydidn'tyoucallme?(sighing)

Shedidn'thavetheenergytoscoldhim whenhewas

tryingtobearesponsiblelittlekid.Sheshookher

head.Hisfatherwasgoingtoadorehim,showerhim

withallthelovehenevergotfrom hisfathergrowing

up.



ShepickedthestuffupandplaceditbackasNate

lookedathismother.

Nate:Sollly...

Neelo:Justcallmeokay?

Henoddedandshegothertoothbrushastheyboth

facedthemirrortobrushtheirteeth.Neelofigured

shewasgoingtopushtimebygoinggrocery

shoppingwithhertoddler.Bylunchtimeshewas

surethelawyerwillgivehertheverdictabouther

husband'scase.

AnhourlatershewasdonegettingNatereadyfor

themall.Theywilleatbreakfastintown.She

breathedinandout.Peopleweregoingtoseeher

pregnantandshehadalreadysteeledherherheart

againstanycomments.Thisangelinhertummywas

ablessingandherhusbandsaidsoduringtheir

phonecalls.



Neelo:Babylet'sgo..

Naterantothecarandsheunlockeditasshe

pickedherhandbagandsteppedoutsidethehouse.

Shelockedthehouseandwalkedtothecarwhere

shepickedhim upandsecuredhim inhiscarseat.

Neelo:Done.

Atthemall

Neeloheldhislittlehandastheynavigatedtheirway

throughthecrowds.Sheshouldn'thavebeen

pressuredbythistoddlertoorderacakeafterheate

thebreakfastserved.Nowhehadmoreenergyand

shejusywantedtogetthetrolleyandstartshopping.

Itwasalreadnoonandshewantedtogohomeas

soonaspossibletohearfrom thelawyer.Asheavily

pregnantasshewas,shemanagedtopickhim up

andputhim inthetrolley.Thatwayshewasnot

goingtolosehim.



Sheslowlypushedthetrolleyasshestartedhermini

groceryshopping.Sheignoredhislittletantrumsas

shewalkedpastthesweetconfectionaisle.

Neelo:NateReeceJuniortlagaontena!

Hislittlemouthwobbledandsherolledhereyesas

shepushedthetrolley.Shewaspregnantforcrying

outloudandshedidn'twanttodealwithatwoyear

oldmisbehaving.

Amanstoppedbehindherandthehairsonherneck

stood,acoldshivertravelleddownherspineandit

wassosimilartothedayshemetRhysforthefirst

timeatthesalon.Natecriedevenmoreandshewas

annoyedwithhim butshehatedseeingherbabycry.

Herheartskippedabeat,shedidn'twanttoturnto

lookatthemanwhowasbehindher.

Man:Oskaomanyangwanatlhemmawalela...(softly)

.
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Atthestore

Neelo'slittleheartbeatoutofherchestasshe

placedherhandoverheroverlysenitiveandfullleft

breastasthemanpassedherandwentontopick

herson.

Neelo:Uhm...ohGod!

Sheplacedbothhandsonthetrolleyhandlesas

Natequieteddown.Shebreathedinandoutbefore

sheliftedhereyes.Theresemblancehitherstraight

inthefaceandshetookdeepbreathesassheheard

hertoddlerstartingtouttertotalutterrubbish.

Neelo:uhm when?How?Ican'tbreathe(breathing

deeply)



HeplacedRJdownsincehewascalm nowandhe

stoodbehindhismotherasherheadlowereddown.

Shetriedtobreathandheguessedthiswasbecause

hearrivedunexpectedly.Heshouldhavepassed

whenhesawthem andwenthomeashislawyer

askedbuthehadwantedtobuysomethingdecent

toeatinthestorecourtesyofhislawyerofcourse.

Rhys:Babe...breatheforme.It'sokay.Breathmylove.

Heheldherfrom behindasshebreathedinandout.

Inandout.Hermindwasfocusedsolelyonthe

breathingandnottheway,hisstrongarmsheldher

body.

Rhys:You'redoinggreat..

Aminutepassedandsheliftedherhead.Shewas

sureshecausedasceneinthestore.

Rhys:Better?

Neelonoddedwithtearsinhereyes.



Rhys:Good.(kissedthetopofherhead)

Shelookedhealthyandpregnancyalwayslooked

goodonher.

Rhys:I'llbeback.Letmetalktothelawyerforafew

minutes.

Herubbedherchinandkissedherforeheadashe

walkedaway.Neelolookedathertoddlerwhowas

allsmiles.Hehasn'tevenmethisfatheranditwas

hisfirsttimeandheissmiling?Littletraitor.

Nate:mommyokay?

Neelo:No.Mommyisnotokay.

Hiseyeslookedatherallconcernedandhetouched

herfacewithhissmallhand.

Nate:Sollllymommy..

Neelosighedandplacedherhandsonthetrolley.

Herfeetfeltlikeleadandshewasstillprocessing



thefactthathewasout.Itwentthrough?She

neededtositdowntoprocesseverything.She

suckedinabreathandstoodasuprightasher

pregnantbodycouldallow.

SheslowlypushedthetrolleyandsurprisinglyNate

wasbehavingnow.Shestoppedbytheshelfandher

mindwasblank.Shecouldn'tevenrememberthe

restofthegrocerylistshehadmadementally.She

justpushedthetrolleywithablankfaceandallshe

couldthinkaboutwasthatitfinallywentthrough

andhewasback.

Minutespassed.Shethought.Butitfeltlikehoursto

her.

Attheparkinglot

Rhys:ThankyouandIwillcallassoonasIhave

settledin.



Lawyer:Alright.Doremembertostayoutoftrouble.

Hechuckled.Witheverythingthathashappened?He

willbeagoodcitizenfrom nowonwards.Hisfamily

camefirstandtheywerehisnumberonepriority.

Rhys:Iwill.

Lawyer:Yourparoleofficerwillpopinonceinawhile

andyouarealsosubjectedtobeashonestas

possible.

Rhys:Iheardwhatwassaidincourtandthankyou

onceagain.

Lawyer:Thankyourwife,shewantedtoseeyouout

andshedidn'tevenhesitateevenifshewasn'tsure

theywillagree.

Rhysthoughtfullylookedatthelawyer.Hiswifewas

everythingandhewasgratefulforherexistence

eachandeverypassingday.

Rhys:Yes.Thankyou.Letmego.



Laywer:Alright.

Rhysstraightenedupandheusedhistwofingersto

saluteashislawyerreversedoutoftheparkingspot.

Hewatchedthecargoandhebreathedinbeforehe

walkedbacktothestore.After2yearsofnotseeing

therealworld,hewasgladhecanbreathandeven

dostufflikewalkingtotheshopsonanormalday.

InsidethestoreNeelopausedandforcedherselfto

rememberthelist.Shedidn'twanttocomebackto

townandmaybeRhyswasn'tback,thatwasa

figmentofherimagination.Shewasjustprojecting

herwishesinanunhealthymanner.

Rhysandwalkedalongtheaislesandwhenhesaw

them,walkedtowardsthem.Hestoppedbehindher

andsheturnedtofacehim.

Rhys:Areyoudone?



Sheextendedherhandtotouchhisbeardedjaw.He

wasreal.Hewasoutandstandinginfrontofher.

Rhys:I'm hereokaymarshmallow?(Kissedher

forehead)

ShenoddedandturnedtofaceNatewhowas

lookingatthem withchildlikecuriousity.Shewas

surethechildwasmakinghisownrealisations.She

didshowhim hisfather'spicturessohewon't

strugglewithacceptinghim.

Rhys:Shouldwegetoutofhere?

Neelo:uhm yeah...(swallowing)IforgotwhatI

neededtobuy.

Rhys:Youstillhaveamentalgrocerylist?

Shenodded.Heneededatrim,hedidn'tlookbad

withabeardtoo.Wellsheknewthatbutthatwas

whenhewasinprisonandnowhewashere.



Sheturnedtolookatherchildandshehadtoget

him outofthetrolley.Sheextendedherhandsto

NateandRhysheldherhands.

Rhys:Letmedoit.You'reheavilypregnant..

HepickedNateupandwithhisotherhandhe

placeditbehindberbackastheymadetheirwayout

ofthestore.Itfeltgoodtoholdhisson,something

hehaslongedforthesepastfewyears.

Neelolookedathim holdinghissonandtears

gleamedinhereyes.Thiswasallshehadbeen

hopingfor.Sheblinkedandkeptwalkingtilltheygot

tothecar.Sheunlockedthecarandopenedthedoor

soRhyscansecureNateinhiscarseat.Shegotin

thedriver'sseatandheopenedthepassengerseat.

Oncetheyweresettled,shelookedathim.Her

phonerangandsheletalonetearrolldownher

cheekbeforequicklywipingitaway.Thissongstill

hadpreciousmemories,thwirengagement3years



agounderthemoonlightandthathededicateditfor

her.Speciallyforher.Thephonestoppedringingand

heheldherhandtolookatherrings.

Rhys:I'm heretostaylove.Daddy'shomeforgood.

Hisdeepvoiceresonatedinthecarandshe

franticallynodded.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

Rhysgotoutofthecarandwalkedtothepassenger

seatstogetRJoutofhisseat.Itfeltgooddoingthis

andtothinkthathemissedoutonallofthis.Neelo

gotoutofthecarholdingherbagandwalkedtothe

houseasRJfollowedherlikeheusuallydid.Shewill

havetoexplaintohim whatwashappeningandwhy

thismanwashere,heknewhisdadfrom pictures

andthelittleguymustbeshockedfrom seeinghim

physically.

Sheunlockedthedoorandherboysfollowed.She

stilldidn'thavefoodaroundbecausesheforgot

whatshewassupposedtobuyforthehouse.Rhys

watchedasRJwalkedtotheroomsandhelooked



atNeelo.

HezippeduphisjacketandlookedatNeelowhosat

down.Neelolookedathim andsmiledsoftly.Her

heartwasstartingtoacceptthatthiswasrealand

thathewasheretostay.

Rhyssatnexttoherandplacedhishandonhersoft

cheek.

Rhys:I'm happythatI'm herewithyou.

Sheletoutashallowbreathandlookedintohiseyes.

Heplacedhisotherhandonhertummyandasmile

tuggedathissexylips,finallylightinghiseyesthat

havebeendim thesepasttwoyears.Herubbedher

tummyandinthatmoment,herlittlegirldecidedto

kickandshegasped.

Rhys:Doesithurt?

Neelo:Shekickedtoohard...



Herubbeditmoreandsheplacedherhandontopof

his.

Neelo:Wemissedyouhere..

Rhys:Ididsotoo...

Atthispointtheydidn'tknowwhattosaytoeach

other.Rhysjustpulledhertohim andshelaidher

headonhischest.Hertearsstartedtowethist-shirt

andherubbedherarm.Hewashereforgoodandhe

wasgoingtostayontherightsideofthelaw.His

familywaywaytooprecioustojinxeverythingup.

Neelosniffedandhekissedherheadasshecriedin

hisarms.Howlobghasbeenwaitingforthis

moment?Shewasprayingforthisexactmoment

wheresheknewshewasgoigtoseehim attheend

oftheday,hewouldholdherandhewouldbethere

towatchthekidsorevenhelpwiththebabywhen

shearrived.Spendingsleeplessnightswithheras

well.Thiswaseverythingshehopedfor.



AtBobonong

AtRuby'sparents

Rubylookedatherringandwentthroughherphotos

withherfiance.Shecouldn'tbelieveitwasalittle

over3yearsagowhenshewasheartbrokenovera

manwhowasn'tevenhersoulmate.

ShesmiledasshestartedtypingoutonFacebook

afterpostingherjointhandwithherfiance.Love

wasperfectwiththerightperson.Itwasbeautiful

abdeverythingmore.

Shereadherpostandshecouldn'tstopthewayher

heartburstwhenshethoughtofMason.Thatman

waseverythingshehadprayedforandmore.



"Love.Loveisnolongeraword.Loveisactionand

dailyremindersthroughthelittlethingslikebringing

memyfavouriteteaormyfavouritemassageoil.

Loveisconstant,itdoesnotwaverinthefaceof

obstacles.Itremainssteadyonthefoundationit

wasbuilton.Loveiswhateachandeveryone

deserves.

IfoundsomeoneIwanttospendtherestofmylife

withanddoesn'tmakelovingmefeellikeachore.

Everydayheconstantlyshowsmehowtolovehim

andmyself.Ifthat'snotblessedthenIdon'tknow.

Heknowsthatilovehim likeIlovemylovesongs

andsweetlikemhfavouritetea.Noonecompares,

hestandsalonetoeveryrecordIown.Totheman

whoisgoingtomakemeawife,amotherandhis

partnerthankyoubabyandIloveyoutothemoon

andbeyond.

Andthatiswhatihadtosaytoday.Maytheuniverse

loveyouenoughtogiveyouasignificantother"



Shesmiledandpostedthepicture.Shewasahappy

girlandahappygirlwasagorgeouswoman.

AtWapelo'splace

WawawentthroughherFacebookasTefo

massagedherfeet.ShesawRuby'spostandwent

throughthecomments.Herdistantcousinwas

happyandsoinlove.Shesmiledandleftaheart

reactiononthepost.

Shewentbacktohertimelineandshesawthatthe

postwassharedbyalotofpeople.Oneofthose

peoplebeingNeo.Tefostoppedmassagingher

seeingthefrownonherface.

Tefo:Anythingwrong?

Wawa:nothingatallbabe,justsomeFacebookpost..



Tefo:Okay...

Hecontinuedmassagingherfeetwithasmileand

shesmiledbackbeforeshestaredatherphone

screen.ShereadthecaptionNeowroteasshe

sharedRuby'spostwith.

"Lovetoseethis

OnedayIwilltalkaboutthemanIhave,howweboth

changedtomakeourloveworkforus.HellIwasn't

evenlookingforlovebutitfoundus

YoudeserveloveQueen.Congratulationsma'am

"

Wapelowantedtorollhereyes.Alexwasn'tthe

lovingtype,itwasonlyamatteroftimebeforeNeo

wasgoingtocryonsocialmediaaboutbeing



cheatedonbyhim.Hewasaserialcheaterand

neverinhislifehasheeverconsideredhowhehurts

women.Sheplacedherphonedownandfocusedon

whatTefowasdoing.

Tefowastheperfectguyforher.Hewasloving,loyal

andheputherfirst.Everythinginaguythatshould

beconsidered.Hewasthekindyouwouldbehappy

togohometo.

Wawa:Justrightthere..

Tefo:here?

Wawanoddedandsheclosedhereyes.Heknewher

favouriteoilsaswell.Whatmorecouldsheaskfor?

Ohdidsheforgetromantic?Shecertainlydidnot.

IntheUSA

Alexpunchedtheair.Finally!Neosmiledseeingthe



smileonhisface.Musybegoodnewsthen.Alex

placedthephoneonthetableandcrouchedinfront

ofherandkissedheralloverherface.

Neo:Stopit!What'sup?

Alex:Rhysisout!Finally!

Neo:whaaat?That'sawesomeman,nowyoucan

stoplookingallsadbabe..

Alex:I'm notsad..butmanohman.Fuck!Bigbrois

outcuteness..

Thewarmthinhisvoiceandthewayhiseyes

gleamedwithunshedtears.Alexsatnexttoherand

placedhisheadonherchest.

Neomovefherfingersonhischeekandkissedhis

head.

Alex:Babeyouhavenoideahowthismakesme

happy..



Neo:Youdidtellmeheraisedyou..

Alex:Heabrotherandislikeafatheratthesame

time,thatmandidhisbesttomakesureIwasgood.

Neo:I'm surehecan'twaittoseeyoutoo.

Alex:Yes.Itoldhim aboutyou..

Neo:Youdid?(surprised)

Alex:Mmmh...Iloveyouautwe?

Neo:Iloveyoumore...

Heclosedhiseyesassherubbedhischeekwithher

softhands.Hedefinitelyknew.Helovedherandshe

wasthewomanhecouldn'tlose.Eveniftheynever

hadkids,jewasn'tlettinghergo.Notbyalongshot.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

Sheplacedthephonedownaftershetalkedtoher

parentsaboutRhysand'sreturn.Rhysshortlyheaded

totheshopsafterhespoketohisbrother.Hehad

herwritethegrocerylistandhesaidhewasgoingto

getahaircutaswell.ShesatonthecarpetasNate

placedhisheadonhertummy.

Nate:Mommybabywhen?

Neelo:Soon...

Henoddedandlookedathismotherandplacedhis

smallhandsoverhertummy.Shedidn'tknowwhat

shewasgoingtonameherbutshewasgoingto

allowRhysthehonourstogivetheirbabyherfirst



namesincrshenamedtheirfirstborn.

SheplayedwithNatetillhewasexhaustedenough

tosleep.Sheforcedherselftocarryhim tohisroom

asheavyashewasforher,shewasn'tgoingtohave

anotherkidinfouryearsorso.Shewillhavetodeal

withatoddlerandanewbornatthesametime.She

couldalreadyseeherselfexhaustedtothebone.

Shecoveredhim upasherphoneranginthelounge.

Shewalkedasslowaspossiblehopingtheperson

wouldhangupbutnotheydidn't.Shepickeditup

seeinghersister'snameflashonthescreen.Itwas

avideocallandsheanswered.

Neelo:Heysis..

Marang:Hey.Isawyourtextoreobackintown.

Neelo:Andomotsetsi...

Marangwavedheroffasshesmiled.



Marang:It'snotasifmyin-lawsaretootraditional

anddadisn'ttoo.Shewasbornearlyandomotona

gore.Eketesheisnotamonthold.

Neelo:SoIcancomeoverinaweekorso?Kelapile

gore..

Marang:Icanseeandmmayou'reglowing.Ntseke

tshabagobotsamme..(I'vebeenscaredofasking)

Neelo:yesRay.Keithwelegape..(I'm pregnantagain)

Marangfrownedasshesatuprighttotalktoher

sister.

Marang:Isthatwhyyoudecidedtotourtheworld?

Neelo:Yesandno.

Marang:Whichiswhichsis?Howwillyourhusband

feelaboutit?ShouldIcomeupwithalietoprotect

you?Hmmm?

Neelochuckledandplacedthephoneonhertummy

beforeshepickeditup.

Neelo:Kempayaagwe...(it'shispregnancy)

Marang:huh?



Neelo:Heisthedad.Justthathewasinprisonand

peopleweregoingtotalkandabogo

tlhakatlhakana..

Marang:Idon'tunderstand...

Neelo:Sisit'shispregnancy...

TherewassilenceandNeelosawthewheelturnin

hersister'shead.Marangwasslowatgrasping

somethingssoshewaspatient.Shewatchedher

differentexpressionsbeforeherfacefellandshe

scrunchedhernose.Hersisterpushedhermessy

hairbackandlookedatNeelowithherfacemarred

withconfusion.

Marang:nnagaketshwareNene(Idon'tunderstand

Nene)

Neelosmiled.Ifyoudidn'tknowyouwould'venever

guessedthathersisterdoctorhadADHDbutshe

hasbeenlivingwithitforyearssoshecontrolledit

well..

Neelo:wedidthenastyinprison..



Maranggaspedwithshockbeforeshelaughedand

controlledherselfbecauseyohthestitcheswere

takingtheirprecioustimehealing.

Marang:Ah.Idon'twantdetailsbutyohha.asisi.

Neelo:Thosestolenmomentswerepreciousthough

nowIlookfatandugly.

Marang:I'm sorryforassumingyoucheated.

Neelo:Peoplearegoingtothinksotoosoitwasa

normalreaction.

Marang:Still,you'remysisterandIshouldknowyou

better...waitthatlovebitewasfrom him?

ShenoddedandMaranglaughed.

Marang:Yoh..ifyoucanvisithim justforsexthenhe

givesittoyougoodsis.Ohappy?

Neelo:Very.

Marang:Iam reallysorryautwe?

Neelo:WaitseRayneosabonepeloyamehaneo

letsapinayele(youdidn'tseemyheartwhenyou



playedthatsong)

Marang:SorryNene..

Neelo:Kareah,gatweIruinedit..andwhenIcriedre

jaandaboorekeledisiwakebofhebe(laughing)

Marang:askiesbabysis..haish(laughing)

Neelo:It'sokay.Allinthepast.WhenI'm nottiredke

tlagobonannananyana...

Marang:AndasusualmmaJoshruinedmykids,she

hashisears(shakingherhead)

Neelo:Bathong!

Marang:MmaditsebetsaJoshgadikgatlhe(Josh's

earsarenotnice)

Josh:Icanhearyou(inthebackground)

Marang:Lovegadinkgatlhekereng?

SheheardJoshualaughinginthebackgroundand

shechuckled.

Neelo:Uhm soyoudidn'thearthisfrom me...



Marang:Okay.Tswakatsone..

Neelo:Babydaddyisout..

Marang:OhGod!Forgoodakere?Bathongyouhave

beensomiserablemmeohiwasexgonehammeo

happy?

Neelo:Marangmpuisesentle..

Marang:Sorry..BehappyallthetimesisandI'm glad

mybrother-in-lawisoutofprison.Hehastotake

careofhisminifamilynow.

Neelo:Yesyes...

Sheheardtheengineandshelookedatherphone

screen.

Neelo:Iloveyouandbye.

Marang:Ilovey-

AndNeelocutthecallandplacedthephoneonthe

couchasthedooropened.Herjawdroppedasshe

lookedatthefreshhaircut.Fuck!



Wasthatdaddy?Hisbeardwasneatlytrimmedand

shelickedhersuddenlydrylips.Sheplacedher

handsonherlapashewalkedinsidewiththe

plastics.

Rhys:I'llgetmoreandstartcooking..

Neelo:Mmhmm...

Shewatchedhim ashemadeseveraltripstoand

from thecar.Thenhewasinthekitchenfor30

minutespackingthefoodintheshelves.She

breathedinandout.Thatwashim?Wellthree

monthswithoutgettinganythingwasboundtomake

anyonehornyespeciallyhim andsheclosedher

eyes.Shehadtoremindherself.Shewaspregnant

andtired.Natewassleeping.Shewaspregnantand

tired.Pregnantandtired.Shechantedasshewalked

tothekitchenandshewasswallowingherwords

whenshesawhim.Helookedatherandsmiled.

Thatdamnsmile.Thatdamnsmile...

Rhys:Areyouokay?



Neelo:ngng...

Hewashedhishandsandlookedather.Asheavyas

shethoughtshewas,hepickedherupandplaced

heronthekitchencounterbeforeheplacedhis

stronghandsonherthighs.Sheinvoluntarily

shiveredashestareddeepintohereyes.Hewas

talkingbutshesawthewayhislipsmovedandhow

hisbeardlookedsogoodonhim.

Rhys:Neelo?MrsMcKnight?

Shesnappedoutofjustasshewasabouttotouch

hisbeard.

Neelo:Huh?Hmm?

Hereyeswerewide.Whatwashesaying?

Rhys:Osharpo?

Neelo:Yeah..uhm..nowhat?

Rhys:babyI'm notfollowing...



Neelo:Akerenobodyhitonyouafteryourvisittothe

salon?

Rhys:Ma?

Neelo:Rhysandgawadumelangwanyanaope?

Hee?(youdidn'tagreetodateanygirl?)

Rhys:WhywouldI?

Neelo:Idon'tknow...legale...

Hewashonestlyconfusedbyherbehaviour.She

lookedupathim.Hewasn'tseeingthesigns?Men!!

Typical.

Neelo:I'llbeinthebedroom.

Hekissedhercheekandnodded.

Rhys:Okaylove.Justrest.

Shenoddedashehelpedhergetdown.Shewalked



outexpectinghim tofollowher.Shesighedyetagain.

Men!

.

.

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

Neelowasrestlessasshelaiddownonthebed.He

seriouslydidn'tseethesigns?Shegroanedib

frustrationasshepushedherhairback.Shegotup

from bedandheadedtoRJ'sroom.Hewasstillfast

asleepandlookedsopeacefulinhissleep.She

walkedoutandmadeherwaytothekitchenwhere

shefoundherhusbandbusycooking.

Neelo:Whatareyoumaking?

Rhys:Thisandthat,it'sbeenawhilesinceI'vemade

anything.Hopeitturnsoutgood.

Neelo:I'm sureitwill..itsmellsnice(sighing)

Rhys:Anythingwrong?



Neelo:I'llsurvive..

Rhys:Ma?Talktome...

Neelo:It'snothingreally.Whenwillyoubedone?

Rhys:Afterthirtyminutes..

Shenodded.

Neelo:Imissedyousomuch.

Rhys:ImissedyoumoreandIcan'twait.Thankyou

forraisingmyson.

Neelo:Wehadfamilybehindusandthankyoufor

givingmeababy.

Helaughedasheusedthespatulatomixwhatwas

inthepan.

Rhys:AndIknockedyouupagain.

Neeloshrugged.

Neelo:Thistimeafterthisbabywearegoingtowait

forfourmoreyears..



Rhys:Eemma.

Neelo:KanaNatewalapisatlherraotlobona..

Rhys:Hecan'tbethatdifficult..

Neelo:Hng..kanawhenhewakesupatnightinhis

room,hemakeshiswaytooursandthensleeps

thereallcomfortableasifit'shisbed.

Rhys:Hedoeswhat?

Neelo:kamma.Nxwii!

Rhys:Shit!SoifIwantyoutomyselfallnightthen...

Neelo:notpossible..

Hemovedawayfrom thestoveandwipedhishands

beforeheheldherbulgingwaist.

Rhys:SotheonlychanceIhaveisthisone?

Shenoddedwithabigsmile.Finally!

Rhys:andthatsmilebabe..(shakinghishead)



Hekissedherlipsandsheresponded.

Enthusiastically.Tooenthusiastic.Hebrokethekiss

andheldhercheek.

Rhys:Letmegetbacktocooking.

Herfacefellandsheblinked.What?Rhyssmiledas

shecarefullyobservedhim asifhewasanalien.

Neelo:Cook?

Rhys:Eemma...

Heletgoofherandwalkedbacktothestove.Neelo

heldontothekitchencounter.Hewentbackto

cooking?Wasn'tthemainideatohavesexbefore

Natewakesup?KanteRhysandomolekatumelo?

Neelo:Naarewarecook?(areyousayingcook?)

Rhys:Eemma.I'llbedoneinafew,I'm sureyouare

hungry.



Sherolledhereyes.Fuckhim andhisfood.Hewill

eatalone.Shelookedathim,hereyesmovingup

anddownandshehumphedasshegatheredthe

strengthtowalkawaytoleavehim tohis"cooking".

Theminuteshewalkedoutsheheardhim laughand

thatreallytickedheroff.

Neelo:Rhysandotlaswabakana.

Rhys:I'llserviceyouinafewbabe..(laughing)

Neelo:tlogelagakesaebatla.(Forgetit,Idon'twant

it)

Rhys:Sure?

Neelo:Yes...

Rhys:Okay.

Neelo:Justokay?Aren'tyougoingtoconvincemeor

somethingbecauseI'm theloveofyourlife,your

otherhalf,yourkids'motherandyourwife?

Rhys:Yousaidyoudon'twantit..(laughing)



Hemissedsuchmomentswithhiswife,knowinghe

cangetunderherskin,figurativelyandliterally.

Neelo:Mxm!Ican'tdothisanymore..

Rhys:Uhu!

Neelo:Youwilleatyourfoodalone,cookingisgiven

moreattentionempanna?Foodoverme?

Rhys:ohdear!Akerewaregaobatle...

Neelo:YouaresupposedtoconvincemethatIwant

tofuckedlikeawhorebutnooo..yougaveup.Just

likethat!Imean-aren'tItheloveofyourlife?Hmm?

Rhys:WalelaNeelo?(areyoucrying)

Neelo:Uhm no..

Rhys:Soyouwanttobefuckedbydaddy?

Neelo:Yes(softly)

Heshookhisheadasfinishedwhathewasdoing.

Hiswifewassomethingelseandhehadforgotten

howthehormonesgottoher,shecouldsayjust

anythingthatcametomind.



Hewipedhishandsonashecoveredallthepots.He

didn'tevenknowhowlonghissonsleptduringthese

napsofhisbuthewassureNeelowasgoingtotell

him afterhewasdone.Noteven24hoursandshe

wantstobesexedwhenhewantedtocalm hislibido

becauseshewaspregnantandshelookedtired

earliertoday.

Hefoundherinthesittingroom pretendingtopage

throughamagazine.Shedidn'tlookathim andhe

smiled.Hetookthemagazinefrom herandforced

hertostandonherfeettolookathim.

Rhys:AndIwantedyoutorestbutwenaonnao

akantsediodisile..

Neelo:I-

Heshutherupwithakiss,hisstronghandsholding

herneckassheadjustedherheightbystandingon

hertiptoes.Rhysmovedhisotherhandtoherfull



breast,squeezingthesensitiveglobegentlyandshe

openedhereyes.Ithurtabit..

Hebrokethekissandrubbedherchin.Shewas

everythinghewantedandneededinawife,pityhe

can'tmakehersuckbecausethethoughtofhiswife

gaggingwhileheavilypregnantdidn'tsitwellwith

him.Butfckingherlikealittlewhore?Thathecan

do...

Hekissedherneckandwiththecornerofhiseye,

watchedhowhereyelidsflutteredclosedandhe

walkedtothekitchenwithher.Heclosedthekitchen

doorwithhisfootandsmiledlookingatherfullface.

Hecouldn'thelpbutlaughatherexpression.Gosh

shelookedlikekidwhohasjustbeengivencandy,it

wasn'thardtomiss..

Hehadherplaceherhandsagainstthekitchen

counterasheuntiedthestrapsonherdress.He

couldonlyhearherbreathinginthekitchenasthe

dressfellatherfeetandhesawhersmoothback



androundbottom.Slowlyhehookedhishandson

thepantiesandtheypooledatherfeet.Neelodidn't

knowwhenhegotridofhisjeansbutshefelthis

erectionpressedagainstherback.Shewantedthis

right?Butnowthatitwashappeningshewasn't

evensureshewouldtakehim in.

Rhys:Iloveyouokay?

Shenoddedashehookedanarm aroundherneck

from behind.

Rhys:Relaxbabe..(kissingherhead)

Neelo:I'm relaxed.

Rhys:Iknowyou,youareaskingyourselfifyouare

goingtotakeitallin..

Neelo:Akerewenakana..ahgapethispositionmakes

itgoindeeper,ennaeketeoshifterpopeloyame

kanaRhys,alreadyonnaotsenyakotengbutthis

positionbabyae...

Helaughed...

Rhys:Youjusthavetotouchthecountersinceyou



can'treachforyourtoesbecauseyou'repregnant

sweetheart..

Neelo:Still...

Rhys:Relaxmylove..

Hestartedkissingherbackashishandwentin

betweenherlegsandhe#EXPLICIT

Neeloheldbacktearsashecamewhileholdingher

waist.Sheclosedhereyestillshefelthislipsonher

neck.

Rhys:oitlhelaolemonategore,especiallysinceyou

arepregnant..

Neelo:Babyntsha..(softly)

Sheheldherbreathashegentlyslidhiswhole

lengthoutofherandshefoundherselfcatchingher

breath.Herkneeswerefailingherandyahneh,he

justhadtodoherlikethat.Hersweatypalmswhere

stillagainstthecounterandhiscum drippeddown

herleg.Shedidn'tknowhowlongherweakknees



weregoingtoallowhertostandlikethis.Shefelthis

handsonherashefixedherdressbeforehemoved

herlegssohecanpickherpanties.Hepickedherup

andfinallyopenedthekitchendoor.Hecarriedherto

thebedroom andjustashewasabouttoplaceher

onthebed,inwalkedRJ.

Nate:mamaokay?

Rhys:Yesmommyisfinechamp...

Hegavehisfatheraskepticallookandlookedathis

mother.Hewatchedforabout10secondsbeforehe

wassatisfiedwiththatandsunnilywalkedoutofthe

room.

Rhys:Youokaylove?

Neelo:Nothingawarm bathwithsaltscan'tfixright?

Hewantedtolaugh.Sobadlybutshedidn'tlooklike

shewasinalaughingmood.

Heplacedherdownandkissedherforehead.



Rhys:I'llrunyouabathandthengosortout

somethingtoeatforRJ..

Shenoddedashewalkedtothebathroom andshe

closedhereyes.StupidstupidNeelo!Nowlookat

herallweakbecauseofd!ck.Thiswasthefirstand

lasttime.Thenexttimesheisgoingtohavesexis

whenherdaughterisfourmonthsold.Hecame

backandhepickedherup.Onceshewassettledin

thewaterhewalkedoutleavingherinside.

Inthesittingroom,RhysfoundRJpushinghistoy

car.Helookedathim witheyesthatwereexactlyhis

anditfeltlikelookingathisyoungerselffrom 34

yearsago.

Rhys:Heychamp!

Nate:Hi...

NatelookedatRhysagainandhestoppedpushing



histoycar.

Nate:Youdaddy?

Rhysand'sheartwarmed.Herecognizedhim..

HenoddedandNatelookedathinstrangelyashe

satonhissmallbuttonthecarpet.Fora2andahalf

yearoldchild,hiadialoguemadealotofsense.

Nate:whereyoubeen?

Rhyssatnexttohim andsmiled.

Rhys:AwaybutI'm back.Tostay.

Nate:withmama?A-andmeandbaby?

Rhys:YesNate..

Nate:Okay.Youarenice.

Rhys:Thankyouchamp,youaresmart...

Nate:mommysaysalot...

Rhys:Sheisright(smiling)



Natelookedathisfatherandinhischildlikemindhe

washappy.

Nate:babyandmamaandme...Flance...

Rhys:YouwenttoFrance?

Hesmiledandnoddedhishead.

Nate:Nicenice...mamagavemecake,icecleam

uh...food.nice..park..

Rhys:Andyouhadthetimeofyourlife....

Rhyslistenedtohissoninchildlikegleenarrate

theirtriparoundtheworld.Afterhisanimated

descriptionofeverythinghelookedathim andtold

him hewashungry.Andhewasn'tevendone

cooking,hismotherhadshiftedhisattentionand

nowhim.

Inthebathroom NeelowaitedforRhysandtocome

takeheroutofthewater,shewantedtosleepnow.



Shehadrefilledthetubwithwarm watertwicenow

andhewasn'there.

Neelo:Babe?

Rhysheardherfaintvoicecomingfrom theroom.

Rhys:I'llbeback...

Natenoddednonchalantlyandwalkedtogogetone

ofhismanytoystokeephim busy.

Rhyswalkedawayandwhenhegottothebathroom

shewasjustwaitingforhim.

Neelo:I'm done.

Rhys:Eemma...

Hegotatowelbeforehepickeduphispregnantwife

andheadedtothebedroom toplaceheronthebed.



Helookedather.

Rhys:Panties?

Sheshookherhead.Hetookouthergownandonce

shewascomfortableinithetuckedherundercover.

Rhys:Restnow,Iloveyou.

Neelo:Iloveyoutoo...

Hekissedherforeheadandwalkedout.Hewasn't

goingtoeffupthischancetobewithhisfamilyever

again.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtFrancistownAirport

NeosatinthecarasAlexmadehiswaytohisside.

Heopenedthedoorandkisswdherashesettoed

downontgedriver'sseat.

Alex:Howarewefeeling?

Neo:Tiredbutokay..

Alex:Youheardthedoctor,physioforthenexttwo

monthsthisside..

Neo:SoIcanstillgotoworkakere?

Alex:Areyouupforit?

Heheldhercheek.



Alex:You'realwayssotiredaftersessions...

Sheleanedbackashefastenedherseatbeltand

reversedfrom theparkingspot.

Neo:I'lltryitforaweekandsee,ifIcan'tgotothe

officeI'llhavetocontinuewithworkinvfrom home.

Alex:Whateveryou'recomfortablewithandwe'll

workourwayrounditbaby.

Neo:Eerra..

Hedroveslowlyoutoftheairportparkingareatillhe

wasoutoftheairportandonthwmainroad.

Neo:Andififitdoesn'twork?

Alex:wetriedandwemoveon..

Sheblinked.Hewasserious?

Alex:Don'tlookatmelikethat..

Neo:Oserious?

Alex:Yeah,NeoIloveyouandbesidesbeforewedid



thiasurgerythedoctorexplainedthatthereareother

waystohavechildrenevenifthenaturalwaymay

notbethemostconvenientway.Ihopeitworksjust

becausethegodsfavourusbutwe'llseehowitgoes

akeremylove?Don'tstressaboutit.Focuson

healingandgettingbetter.Westillhavealongway

togo.

Neo:You'reright.

Hetookherhandandkisseditwhiledrivingwiththe

other.

Alex:I'm alwaysright,don'tyouknow?

Shesmiledashesqueezedherhandalittletighter.

Shefoundtheguywholovesherforher,herheart

swelledinherchestandalmostburstedwith

happiness.

AtNeelo'shouse

Neelosatdownonthecouchwaitingforlunch.Rhys



saidhewilldothecookingalongwithRJand

honestly?Shewashappyhertwoboysgotalongjust

fine.Theywerebasicallyoneandthesamepersonin

differentbodiesandatdifferentages.

Herhusbandcamewiththetrayandplaceditonthw

tableforher.

Neelo:Thankyou.

Rhys:Icouldn'thavedoneitallalone..

NeelorolledhereyeslaughingasRJcameholding

hisownplate.Heplaceditdownonthetableand

heldontothesofaasheclimbedittositnexttohis

mother.Hestartedbytouchingherbellyandhe

placedhismouththerelikehesawhisdaddo.

Neelo:Whatareyoudoing?

Nate:Babyfine?

Neelo:Sheismorethanfinebecauseshehasabig

brotherwholovesher.



Nate:babylovesme?

Neelo:Ofcourseshedoes,sheloveseveryone..

Hegiggledandplacedhissmallhandsaroundher

tummy.Helikeddoingthagandifthismadeherkids

bondthenNatewilltouchhertummyifhewantedto.

Rhys:Howdidyourparentsreact?

Neelo:Hmm?

Rhys:Thepregnancy...

Neelo:AhmamakanaeneobuadiIVFwarawara

anddaddidn'tsayanything.Totagakeitsebuteven

iftheyareshockeditwon'tbeforlong.Thebabyis

almostdueanyways..

RhyshandedNatehisplatethenhandedNeelohers

aswell.

Rhys:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Neelo:nervousandexcited..butmostlynervous..

Nate:mamaeat.Baby.



Neelochuckled.

Neelo:Okaylove..

ShestartedeatingwithRhysandthrowinginaword

ortwoinbetweenherchews.Thisweekhasbeen

blissandshecouldn'taskformorenorwantmore.

Natelookedatbothofhisparentsandsmiled.His

papawasreallynice.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtAlex'shouse

AlexopenedthedoorforNeoasshewalkedinside

andhewalkedbacktothecarfortheirbags.

Alex:BabeIwasthinkingwecheckonKgosiunless

youaren'tuptomovingupanddown..

Neo:YoucangosoIcanrest..

Alex:Sure?Hemissesyoukana..

Neo:Eerra.Iwanttosleep.

Sheheadedtothebedroom andlookedatthebed.

Sheyawnedashewalkedinbehindher.

Alex:Restmybaby..



Neosmiledasshesatdownonthesoftmatressand

removedherturtleneck.Alexgawkedassheplaced

itdownandsheremovedherbrareleasingthose

lusciousbabies.

Alex:Fuck!Gaywehowlongkante?

Shelaughedandthrewherturtleneckathim.

Neo:okotsamyetlherra.(justgo)

Alex:Yesmam.WhatfoodshouldIbringontheway

back?

Neo:Bringicecream yacookies&cream,aburgerle

juice.Lepizza,extracheesemylove..

Alex:Yesmam..

Hekissedherforeheadandwalkedout.Alextook

outtherestofthebagsandplacedthem inthe

loungebeforeheclosedthedooranddialedWapelo.

Sheansweredimmediately.



Wawa:Hello?

Alex:Hi,canIseeKgosi?Foranhourorsoifit'sokay

withyou..

WapelosmiledasshelookedatKgosiwhowas

playingonthemat.

Wawa:Sure..

Alex:Thanks.I'm onmyway.

Alexwalkedtothecar.

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelowalkedbackintoherbedroom andsprayed

herbodymistandfixedhertop.Shelookedather

freshthighsinthemirrorandsmiled.

Wawa:Kgosi?

Kgosi:ma?

Wawa:Daddyiscomingtoseeyou...



Hesmiledandclappedhishands.

Kgosi:WithauntyNeo?

Wapelo'ssmilefaltered.

Wawa:No.Hedidn'tsaythat

Kgosi:Okay.Imisseddaddy.

Shejustnoddedandheadedtothekitchen.Twenty

minuteslatertherewasadoorknockandshewent

togetthedoor.Sheopeneditandhiscolognemet

her.Shesmiled.

Wawa:Hey,heisthelounge..

Alex:Thankyou...

Shemovedfrom thedoorandKgosirantohisdad

whopickedhim upbeforespinninghim around.

Alex:heytherebigboy.Lookhowmuchyou'vegrown.



Kgosi:I'm big.

Alex:Reallybig...

AlexturnedtofaceWapelo.

Alex:Isitokayifispendnextweekwithhim?

Wawa:It'sokay.

Alex:Yay!Sonextweekwearespendingtheweek

witheachother.

Kgosi:WillAuntyNeobethere?

Alex:Youbet..

Kgosi:ok-kae?

Alex:Sheisrestingbuddy..

KgosinoddedandWapelosighedassheleftthem

togetherinthelounge.Hedidn'tevenglanceather.

Shesatonthekitchenchairasshelistened.Kgosi

gavehisfatherananimateddescriptionofhislife

eversincehisfatherleft.Shestoodupandstoodby



thedoorasshefoldherarms.Shewastedthe

chanceshehaddidn'tshe?Hebeggedhertogive

him onelastchanceandsherefused.Shegavethe

twoalonginglook.Thiswasawholefamilynowhe

hadanotherwomanandshehadaman.Tefogave

herpureundilutedlovewithoutholdingback.Hedid

thelittlethingsthatmadeitallmatter.

ShewalkedawayonceagainwaitingforAlextotell

herhisvisitwasover.ApartofherhopedthatNeo

wouldbeAlex'skarmaforhurtingherandhewill

comebacktoher,oneday.ShehopedNeowould

hurtAlexorviceversaandhewillcometoher,for

nowshewillloveTefo.NotlikehowshelovedAlex

butshewillgivehim love.

AnhourlaterAlexbidKgosigoodbyeandthanked

Wapelo.

Wawa:Letmeseeyouout.

Alex:Thereisnoneed.Thankyou.



Wawa:Noneed.

Hepausedandlookedather.Forthesecondtimein

aspanofthreemonthsheonlysawherashisson's

mother.Hewasgladtohavethatfeeling.

Alex:You'reagreatmothertoKgosi.Thankyou.

Wawa:Noneedtothankme..

Henoddedandwalkedoutheadingtothegate.His

carwasparkedoutsideandshestoodbythedooras

shewatchedhim getinsideandstartthecar.A

minutelaterhedroveoff.

InsideAlex'scar

Heconnectedhisphonetothecarbluetoothand

dialedhiabrother'snumber.

Rhys:Hello?

Alex:Hey..Didyouthinkaboutit?



Rhyskeptquiet.

Alex:TrustmeIhatehinasmuchasyoudobut

Lebopoissoinnocentinallofthis.Sheisthe

sweetestchildI'veevermet.

Alex:Please.Sheisoursisterandshewillhaveno

oneifhedies.Rhys...

Rhys:Okay.

Alex:Okay?

Rhys:I'llseeher.MostprobablyafterNeelogives

birth.Ineedtospendtimewithmyfamily.Itstill

feelssurrealthatI'm outandIknowmotherwill

comehere..

Alex:Okay.ThankyoubroandIthinkI'llseeyouina

weekorso.Mmaaboosantsealeweak.

Rhys:whatyousaidaboutwantingtomarryher

whereyouserious?

Alex:YouknowIhatedcommitmentandIwould

neverjokelikethat.Iwantherforworseorforbetter.

Rhys:I'm proud.



Alexsmiledasheturned.Hewashappy.Hisbrother

washappy.Everythingwasturningouttobesogood

forthem.

Rhys:Youhavegrownsomuch..

Alex:Thankyou.Itfeelssogoodhearingmyownbig

brothersayittome.

Rhys:Welcomeandbye.Ihavetoseetoeverythingin

thishouse.

Alexlaughed.

Alex:IoweNeeloathousandfordomesticatingyou.

Rhys:Waswabayaanong..

Alex:Shapbigbro.

Hehungupandsmiled.Hestartedthinkingashe

drove.Neoaskedhim togetherstufffrom the

shops.Healmostforgot.Heturnedandhetriedto

rememberwhatisitthatshewantedexactly.

.

AYEARLATER:
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AtNeelo'shouse

Neelowatchedherbabytakebabystepstowards

her.

Neelo:that'sagoodbaby..cometomommy(inababy

voice)

Ryliefelldownandshelaughedlookingather

mother.

Neelo:Rywaboratlhemma(laughing)

ThebabylaughedevenmoreandNeelochuckledas

Natecameinwithhisdad.

RhysputNatedownandbentdowntogiveRyliehis



hand.

Rhys:heybuttercup..

Shegavehim aonetoothsmileandhepickedherup

asshegiggledsomemore.Hehadahappyfamily.

Neelo,NateandRyliewerehissourceofjoyand

happiness.Thistimehiawifewastakingnorisks,

shedecidedtotakeinsertanIUD,athreeyearone

becauseshedidn'twantababyinthenextthree

years.

Hisbabytouchedhisbeardandgiggled.Shelooked

likehermotherandnowheunderstoodwhyher

maternalgrandmalovedadoredher.Hismaternal

grandfatherwasnodifferent.Bothofthem gaveto

thewhimsofNatewhowasprovingtobelovedby

everyone.

Neelo:Greatjobpartner?

Rhys:Youbet..Iloveyou.

Neelo:Iloveyoumore.



RhyssatdownandletRyliestandasheheldher

hands.

Rhys:Goodjob..

Shemadeherbabysounds.

Rylie:mmhmmmm...

Neelo:Saymamababy(encouragingher)mmmmama

sayitbaby.

Rhys:Sweetheartdon'tbepressurisedbyyour

mother..

Nate:Rylietalks?

Neelo:Notyetbaby..

Nate:IwanthertosayNatekanaReece

mama..mamaRylieisgoingtotalkwhen?

Neelo:Whensheisready..

Nate:Papaisshereadynow?

Rhys:Sheneedsalotofencouragementtospeak..

Nate:Okay..



Hesmiledashiswifekeptmouthingsyllablesand

Ryliegiggled.

Rhys:otsenyangwanapressure.

Neelo:Shehastosaymamafirst..

Rhys:Shejustmightsurpriseyou.

Neelo:Shewouldn'ttry..babgsaymmmaaamaa..ore

mamasweetthing.

Rhysshookhisheadlaughing.Hehadtodothisone

favourforhisbrotherforhim toreturnthefavour.

Andhiskidslovedplayingwiththeiraunt.Lebopo

wasasmartkid.Talkativebutsmartforherage,just

becausehemovedpasthisdifferenceswithhis

fatherdidn'tmeanheforgavehim.Hedidthatfor

Lebopo'ssakeandspeakingofLebopohiswife

agreedforhertospendtheholidayswiththem.She

equallylovedthekids,Neeloevenplayedhightea

withLebopo.Weirdtoo.



Hedidn'tknowwhattoexpectwhenRyliewasolder

becausehewassureshewasgoingtobeNeelo's

Ctrl+C,hecouldalreadyseeitffom thewayshe

smiledwithhersingletoothabdthewayshewanted

attentionbutdidn'twabtitatthesametime.Hehad

hishandsfullthat'sforsure.

Rhys:Whenarewehavinganotherbaby?

Natelookedatthem.

Nate:mamahowdidRyliebeinyourtummy?

Rhys:How?

Hefuelledandsheglaredathisfineass.

Neelo:I-uhm..Iswallowedawatermelonseed.

Natesquintedhiseyesthenlookedathismother.

Nate:ifyoueatseedsyouhaveanotherbaby?

Neelocoughed.Thiswasuncomfortable.

Neelo:Yes.



Nate:wecanhavemorebabies..yaymommy.

Neelo'seyeswidened.Whatthehell?

Neelo:Wecan't..

Nate:youeatseedsandwecanhavelotsofbabies.I

l-loveRylie.Shelaughswhenweplay..

Neelo:aaw,yoursisterlovesyoutoo.

Nate:Icanplaywithmorebabiiies.

Neelo:notyet..it'sjustyouandRyliefornow.

Nate:mama?

Neelo:hmm?

Nate:Rylieo-oshebitesme..

Neelo:Sheisababy.

Nate:It'snotnice.

Rhys:I'lltellhertostopbitingyou..

Neelo:Yes..

Nate:thankyou..



AtNeo'soffice

Neopushedherbairback.Shehatedthatshehadto

cometotheofficeonafreakinSaturdaywhenshe

could'veenjoyedjustsimeseriousbackmassages

withherboyfriend.Sheclosedthelaptopandstood

upwalkingtothewallwhichhadtheirvacation

pictureframed.Theyhavebeentryingforthepast

tenmonthsandstillnothing.Shestoppedtryingto

havesextoconceiveandnow?Nowshewas

happier.Alexassuredhertimeandtimeagainthatif

itfailsthentheytriedtheirlevelbestbutthedoctor

hadgiventhem theallclear.

Herphonerangandshewenttoanswerit.

Neo:Hello...

Peo:Hi,it'sme.

Neo:oh..

Shemovedthephonefrom herearwiththeintention



tohangup.

Peo:Pleasedon't.Iam reallysorryforwhatIalways

saidaboutyourinfertility.

Neo:Wellokay.Ithurtmebutyoudidn'tcaresoit's

good.ByePeo,Idon'tknowwhymybrothergave

youmyothernumber.Pleasedon'tcallmeever

again.

Peo:I'm sorry.

Neo:Shap.

Shehungupandsighedasshesatonthedesk.She

drankwaterafterthatchurninherstomach.She

hatedthebloatingshehadaftereating.Sueevenfelt

bloatedrightnowbutshedidn'teatanythingthis

morning.

Shesighedandfinisheddrinkingherwater.

AtNeo'shouse



Alexlookedaroundtomakesureeverythingwas

okay.Sherarelycameheresincesheisafulltime

tenantathishouseandhewouldn'thaveitanyother

way.Hewasreadybuthowwashegoingto

convincehertocomehere?Hehadnoideabut

eitherwayshehadtocomehere.

Hetookouthisphoneandsmiledreadinghertexts.

Shedidthiswhenshewasboredoitofhermindwith

workandneededabreak.Herepliedashewalked

outofthehouse.

AtLondon

RubyheldMason'shandastheywalkedaroundthe

stores.Sotheyweredoingbabyshoppingandshe

wassoexcited,shegotmarriedandthreemonths

intothemarriageshefoundoutshewasexpecting.

Twinsforthatmatter.



Ruby:Aretheygoingtohaveblueeyesbaby?

Mason:Theywouldlookcutebutaslongasour

babiesarehealthythenIam happy.

Ruby:Iknowthatlove.Anyway...

Mason:Idon'tknowhowImanagedtoconvinceyou

torelocate..

Ruby:Aslongaswevisitmyparentseverysix

monthsbabe..

Mason:Ilovethem.Theywouldsaymogggweee..

Rubylaughed.HewasbadatSetswana.Hedidn't

pronouncethatright.

Ruby:BabeIloveyoubutSetswanaisnotyour

strongestfort..

Mason:Itry..

Ruby:AndI'm glad..

Mason:Areyougoingtimakethatmashedupmeat?

It'ssonice..

Ruby:Seswaa?



Henoddedasheheldherbulgingwaist.Hesawa

restaurantnearbyandheknewhiswifewasalways

hungrysoheheldherastheywalkedtowardsit.

Ruby:Iwilltrywiththepressurecookerforthemeat

tobesoftabdtenderbeforepoundingit..

Heletoutadeepchuckledbefotehekissedherneck.

Mason:IknowaplacewhereIcanpound..

Rubylaughedslightlypushinghim back.

Ruby:OhGod!Mason!(laughing)

Hejustsmiledandwhentheygottotherestaurant

hepulledachairbackforhertositon.Shewas

glowingandhewashappythathiswifewasas

happyasshecouldbe.

Mason:Whatareweordering?

Ruby:Idon'tevenhavethemenu..(whining)



Heshookhisheadashecalledawaitertoassist.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeelo'shouse

RhyswalkedoutafterhemadesureRyliewas

asleep.Herbrotherwassleepingaswellforhis

afternoonnap.

Heheadedtothebedroom wherehefoundhiswife

layingonhertummywhilereadinganovel.Hegotin

betweenherlegsandshelaughedassheputthe

bookdown.

Rhys:Whatareyoudoing?

Neelo:You'redisturbingmyreadingbaby..

Rhys:Wereyoureallyreadingorwaitingforme?

Neelo:Reading.



Hesmiledandkissedherstomachthatshowed.His

childrencamefrom thereandhewaseternally

gratefultoher.

Rhys:You'rebeautifulandIloveyou.

Neelo:Iloveyoumore.

Sherubbedhisheadandpickedupthenovel.The

silencethatengulfedthem wasrelaxing.Thatwas

thesilencethatcamewhentwopeopleunderstood

eachotherandkneweachother.

AtAlex'shouse

AlexsentRhysandamessageashewaitedforNeo

tocome.Hehopeditdidn'tshowonhisfacethathe

wasexcitedaboutitall.Thedooropenedandshe

walkedin.Thosejeansfitherperfectlyandpityhe

wasasleepwhensheleftfortheoffice.



Neo:Hellobaby.TheemergencyissortedoutandI'm

yoursfortheweekend.

Alex:Ilikethesoundofthat.

Hetookherhandandpulledhertohim tokissher.

Neo:Somebodymissedme..

Alex:mxm..

Shechuckled.

Neo:HaveyoutalkedtoKgositoday?Akereheis

spendingnextweeklerona?

Alex:Yesmotherbear..

Shelaughed.

Neo:Kgosiisgoingtobeafineyoungman...

Alex:Kgosioverme?

Neo:AnydayMr..



Alex:That'snotfair.

Neo:Isit?

AtWapelo'shouse

Wapelorelaxedonthecouchastheboyswatchedtv.

Thispastyearsheallowedherselftofullyaccept

thatAlexdoesn'twanther.Ifcourseshebrokeitall

offforhersanitybutseeinghim happywithNeojust

wasn'tthekarmashewantedforhim.

AlittlepartofherprayedthatAlexbreakaupwith

Neoeventually.It'snotliketheylookedgood

togetherandtherewasnochildkeepingthem

together.JustthatNeowasstartingtolooklikea

motherfiguretoKgosiandshedidn'tlikethat.Not

inebitespeciallyforsomeonewhomightbreakup

withAlex.

ThedooropenedandTefowalkedin.Heflashedhis



magnificentsmileandshesmiledbackashesat

nexttoheronthecouch.Shehadmethisfamilyand

theyweregoodpeople.Shelovedthem andhisolder

sisterhadreallyquizzedheraboutherintentions

withherbrother.Toooverprotectiveandthatwas

unsettlingbutshestartedtounderstandthesibling

dynamics.

TefolookedatWapelo.Whoknewthathewouldbe

abletomoveon?Hehasn'tregrettedthedayhe

decidedtousethecompanywhereWapelowprks

becausehewouldhavenevermettheloveofhislife.

Lovecouldfindonethesecondtimeandthistimehe

wasgoingtoholdonfordearlife.

Wawa:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Tefo:JustthatIlpveyou.

Wapelo:Iloveyoumore..

Hesoftlykissedherlipsandlookedather.Wapelo



smiledbackandpeckedhislips.Lifewasokaufor

herthissideandshewillsettleforthis.Stability,

loyaltyandcontentment.Shedidn'tknowwhereshe

hearditfrom orevenreadfrom butoneshould

alwayschooseamanwholovesyoumorethanyou

lovehim.Heisthemanwhowillloveyourightand

forwhoyouare

Thatevening

AtAlex'shouse

Hestoodbythecarashetalkedtohisbrother.

Rhys:monnakarekeetla(IsaidIam coming)

Alex:parkyourcarhousesaways.Ineedeverything

tobeperfect.

Rhys:HowfidIagreetodoingthis?

Alex:YoujustdidandI'm goingtherewithherinan

hourorso.Plusyoualsoaskedforafavour..



RhysgroanedandAlexlaughed.Hewasstartingto

regretitnowthat'sforsure.

.

*

*

*
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AtNeo'shouse

NeogotoutofthecarasshetalkedtoAlexwhowas

walkingbehindher.

Neo:Kantewhythatspecifict-shirt?Youhaveyour

ownkeykabootileoleone.

Alex:AkereIsaidIcan'tfindthekey.

Sherolledhereyesasshestoodbythedoor.She

checkedherpocketsbutthekeywasprobablyinher

car.

Neo:Thekeyisinthecar.TotaAlexnnawa

ntena(honestlyAlex,youannoyme)

Alex:Sorrytlhemma..



Sheshookherheadasshewalkedtothecar.Alex's

heartpoundedinhischestashewaitedforher.He

hopeditwasn'tshowingonhisfacethathewas

nervous.Rhyssaideverythingwasokayandwho

would'vethoughtRhyswouldbethecameraman?

Shecamebackaminutelaterandshelookedathim.

Shecouldberestingrightnow.

Sheputthekeyinthelockandturnedit.Sheopened

thedoorandshewalkedinsideassheswitchedon

thelights.Shefrownedseeingthedecorations

aroundandshelookedatthewallasthewords"Will

youmarryme?"Werewrittenonthewall.Shedidn't

evennoticethattherewassomeoneintheroom.

Shesawtheflashandsheignoredit.

Shewalkedfurtherinsidethehouseashererratic

heartbeatstarted.Herkeyadroppedasshereadthe

wordsoverandoveragain.Tearsfilledhereyesand

shecoveredhermouthwithherwellmanicured



hands.Hewantedtomarryher?Sheturnedtoface

him andhewasononekneewitharingboxinhis

hand.

Alex:Heymylove

Shecoveredhermouthasthetearsrolleddownher

eyes.JustinBeiberandKhalid'sAsIAm playedin

thebackgroundandshelookedaround.Herknees

gotweakandsheplacedherhandsonherchestto

calm herbeatingheart.Thismustbeadream.She

facedhim againandhesmiled.

Alex:hereIam.AskingyoutotakemeasIam,allthe

brokenpartsofme.Iwantyoutomakemethe

happiestmanaliveanddomethehonoursofbeing

mypartnerforlife..Willyoumarryme?

Shenoddedwithtearsinhereyesasshegavehim

herhandandheslippedtheintricatelydesignedring.

Thepieceofjewelleryfeltheavyonherfingerashe

stooduptopullhertohim.



Alex:Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself.

Neo:AlexI-

Herubbedherbackandkissedthetopofherhead.

Alexsawtheflashesandhesmiledashehugged

her.Anothersongplayedandgavehisbrotherthe

thumbsup.Therestofthenightwastheirs.Rhys

smiled,seeinghisbrotherthiahappymadehim so

happyandhefeltlikeaproudfather.Hewalkedout

togivethenewlyengagedcouplespace.

Alexbrokethehugandheheldhercheek.Hewiped

hertearsandshesmiledwithmoretearsinhereyes.

Neo:Iloveyou..

Alex:Forevertilleternity.

Neogavehim herpinkyastheydidtheirusualpinky

swears.

Neo:Forever.



Theypinkypromisedandhelaughedandkissedher

tearsaway.

Neo:Youhadthisplanned?

Alex:Yesmam(smiling)

Shesmiledandclosedhereyesforafewseconds

beforesheopenedhereyes.

Alex:areyouokay?

Neo:yeah,Ijustfeelstrange..

Heheldherwaist.

Alex:Strangehow?

Neo:maybeit'snothingcausethishasnever

happenedbefore.

AtthispointAlexdidn'tcareifthemomentwas

ruined.



Alex:Whathappened?

Neo:Therewasmovementinmystomach.Likethere

wassomethingthere

Alex:Movement?

Neo:Strangeright?

Sheshookherheadandsmiled.

Neo:so...

Alex:Maybesomethingiswrong..

Neo:Maybeit'snothingandyouareworryingover

nothing.

Alex:Itwon'thurttocheck..

Neo:It'sourengagementnight..

Alex:That'sit...

Hepickedherupasshesquealedandwalkedout

thedoorwithher.

Neo:Babe...



Hewalkedtothecarandputherinsidebeforehe

wenttolockthedoor.

Neosighed.ThiswashonestlynothingandAlexwas

beingaworrywart.Heopenedthecarandshewas

sulking.

Alex:we'llseeatthehospitalbaby..

Shefoldedherarmsandthenunfoldedthem tolook

atherring.Shewasengagedtobemarriedandshe

wassoexcited.

Atthehospital

Neosatonthehospitalbedandithadbeentwo

hourssinceshewashere.ShelookedatAlexwho

waspressinghisphonewhilehisotherhandwas

holdinghers.Neohadtoexplaintothedoctorandit

washonestlynothingtoher.Justweirdandnow

heretheywere.Inahospitalroom.Waiting.



Neo:Babetotawecould'vebee-

Thedooropenedandthedoctorwalkedin.Neosat

uprightashewasfollowedbyanursewhowas

pushinginthesonogram machine.Okay.Shewasn't

following.

Neo:DoctorIam notsureI'm following.

Alex:Metoo.

Dr:Justtobesure.Yourbloodsamplewassentto

thelabandyoucanonlygettheresultstomorrow

afternoon.

Neo:Butthemachine??

Alexhadthesamequestionaswell,heknewwhat

thatmachinewasforbutwhatwasitforinthiscase?

Dr:Canyouliftyourshirtsowecanapplythegel..

Shedidasthedoctorsaidandthenursestarted

applyingthegelonhertummy.Itwascold.The



machinewasconnectedandthedoctormovedthe

wandoverherstomach.Whenshedescribedwhat

shefeltwelltheyhadtoruleoutthepossibility,this

happenedrarelybutstill.

Ashemovedthewand,theyhearditandeverything

stoppedforNeowhileAlexwidenedhiseyes.What

thefuck?

.

.

*

*
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Atthehospital

Alex:Doctor?

Dr:Andwehaveaheartbeat.

Neolookedatherstomachandtheatthescreen

thenthedoctor.Awhat?Hesaidawhat?

Neo:How?

Dr:thereisathebaby..

Theybothlookedatthescreenandthedoctor

startedspeakingbutthetwoweretooshocked.A

child?Neowasaskingherselfalotofquestionsas

thedoctorstoppedmovingthewand.

Dr:Themonitorshowsthatyouare30weeks



pregnant.

Neo:What?

Alex:Comeagain?

Dr:Sheis30weekspregnant.

Neokeptquiet.Howisthatpossible?Shedidn't

know?Shetookadamnpregnancytest3months

agoanditwasnegativeandshehadherroutine

checkupstherewasnothing.

Neo:Howisthatpossible?

ThenursehandedNeothetissuepaperandAlex

tookitfrom hertowipehertummy.Shehasbeen

pregnantallalong?Wild!Reallywild.

OnceAlexwasdonewipingherstomachshesat

uprightandtouchedherstomach.Thisjustdidn't

makesense.Shedidn'thaveanycravingsandshe

gotherperiodseveryothermonth.Shehadfelt

bloatedandthatwasjust.



Thenursepushedthemachineoutasthedoctor

walkedout.Alexlookedather.Hecouldseethatshe

hadquestionsandhehadquestionsaswell.How?

When?Hedidn'tevenunderstandwhatwas

happening.30weeks?

Thedoctorwalkedinminuteslaterwhiletheparents

tobewereabsorbingthenewlyrevealedinformation.

Thedoctorlookedatthem asheheldhisnotepad.

Dr:Ifyouguyswouldbeaskindtofollormetomy

office..

NeoslowlygotoffthebedandAlexheldherhandas

theyfollowedthedoctoroutoftheirroom.They

arrivedattheofficeandsatdownwhilethedoctor

wenttoclosethedoor.Neoheldherhusband'shand

astheywaitedtohearwhatthedoctorhadtosay.

Thedoctorsatdownandhesighed.



Dr:WhatMsNeohasisaveryrarecaseofcryptic

pregnancy.

Alex:Cryptic?

Dr:Yes.Itusuallygoesundetectedtilloneiscloseto

givingbirth.Everythingalwaysseemsnormal.

Neo:I-(lookingatAlex)

Dr:Yougetyourperiodasalways,nomorning

sicknessandnothingmakesyoususpect.

Neo:Itookapregnancytest3monthsago..

Dr:AsIsaiditisusuallyundetected.YourHCGlevels

wentundetected.Yourplacentadidn'tproduceitas

itshouldinanormalpregnancy.

Alex:Whatcouldbethecause?

Dr:Birthcontrol,stress,PCOSandeventhoughin

someitmaybeunknownwhatthereasoncouldbe.

Alexsighed.

Dr:Howdidyoufeelthesepastmonths?

Neo:Bloatedandpassedoutgasalittlebittoomuch.

IhaveirregularperiodssoIgotthem everyother



month.

Dr:Usuallythatbloatingmaybefoetalmovement,

thereasonthepregnancydoesn'tshowisthatitis

pushedbacktothespineanditisusallydetected

lateinmostcase.

Neosighednext.Shewaspregnantandtheyshould

behappybecausetheywantedthisbuttherewas

somethingthatdidn'tsitwellwithher.

Dr:Wewillhavetogetyouchecked,surprisinglythe

babyisokay.Usuallybabiesbornfrom thistypeof

pregnancytendtobeunderweight.

Alex:Shehadsurgeryayearago..

Dr:Okay..

Neo:uhm totreatcervicalstenosis.Weweren'teven

sureitworked.

Dr:Usuallyitdepends.Surgerycanleadtofurther

infertilityoritcanwork.Chancesofitworkingare

usuallylowbutturnsoutyouareoneofthelucky

few.Maybehencethecrypticpregnancy.

Neo:Okay.Sowhatnow?



Dr:Afteracheckupwewilltakeitfrom there.

NeonoddedandAlexkissedherhandbefore

squeezingit.Thiswasgoodnewsbuttheywere

anxious.Theywillhavetodotheirownresearchas

well.

AtNeelo'shouse

NeelowatchedRylielickhersmalllips.Itwas

precioustoseeandRhyswasfeedinghericecream

forthefirsttimeever.

Neelo:Lookathowhappysheis..

Rhys:Sheisisn'tshe?

Neelo:HeyNani..

Shegiggledandclappedherhandsbeforelookingat

herdad.Rhysfeedheranotherspoonfuloficecream

andsheclosedhereyes.



Neelo:Babycareful,brainfreeze!

Nate:Icaneaticecream.Rylieisbeingababy.

Neelo:That'sbecausesheisababy..

Natesmiledasheatehisicecream unassisted.

ShortlyafterRhysreturned,hesharedthegood

newswithNeelowhowasprettyexcitedforNeoand

Alex.Thentheypreparedsnacksfortheirweekly

familymovienight.

Rhys:Thesetwowon'tsleep.

Neelo:Iknow.

Rhyshandedtheirbabygirlthesmallcupwith

icecream andNanidroppedthespoon.Nateshook

hislittleheadandusedhisspoontofeedhisbaby

sisterhisicecream.Shegiggledeveryspoonful.

Icecream wasgoingtobeherfavouritedessert

that'sforsure.

Rhys:Wemadebeautifulkids.

Neelo:Andweusedourinitialsforboththeirnames.



Rhysfistbumpedwithhiswifeandlaughedasshe

snuggledintohim.WatchingNatefeedhissisterand

feelinglikeaverybigolderbrother.

.

.

*

*

Ialwaysapologisebutlifehasbeenshowingme

flamesthispastweek.Hagobonolomolefatsheng

lelekakwano Andforthosewhoareworried,I'm

stillaliveandthat'sallthatmatters.

Nextinserttofollow.
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Thefollowingmorning

AtNeelo'shouse

Rhyswasthefirstpersontowakeupinthehouse

andhelookedathissleepingwife.Hetraceda

gentlefingeralongherspine.Sheshiftedandfaced

theotherwaywhilehesmiledalone.Heheldher

waistwhileshemurmuredsomethinginhersleep.

Rhys:Babe?

Neelo:Hmm..

Rhys:marshmallow?

Neelo:mmh..



Hekissedhercheekthenherneckbeforehishand

moveddowntoherpyjamashorts.Sheturnedand

hereyelidsflutteredopen.

Rhys:Morning.

Sheclosedhereyes,yawnedthenopenedthem

againtolookatherhusband.

Neelo:Morningbaby..

Rhys:Wakeupnowsweetheart.

Neelo:It'sstillearly.

Rhys:Wehavealottodotoday.

Shefrownedasherubbedherthigh.

Rhys:Wehavetobedonepackingbynoon.

Neelo:Wherearewegoing?Arewetakingthekids?

Rhys:Considerthisapre-anniversarytripandno,the

kidsarestaying.

Neelo:Butthek-



Rhys:Thereisnoroom forargument.Thekidswill

staywiththeiruncleforaweekandIdidn'ttellyou

becauseIdon'twantyoutonegotiate..

Neelo:ba-

Rhys:It'sdecided.

Hepulledhertohim andshesighedagreeing.Pre-

anniversaryhesaid?Thiswasgoingtomarkalmost

fouryearsofmarriage.Wasn'tsheluckytohavea

lovinghusbandlikethisone?Hekissedthetopof

herheadwhileshepickedherphone.Shechecked

herWhatsAppandshesawNeo'sstatuses.She

screenshotedanduploadedthem toherstatuswith

acongratulatorymessage.

AtWapelo'shouse

Shefinallysatdownaftercleaning.Tefo,Kagisoand

Kgosiwenttotheshops.Apparentlyitwastheboys

timeandtheyspentitallalonewithouther.She



shookherheadandpickedherphone.Shesaw

Neelo'sstatuscongratulatingNeoandAlexontheir

engagementandapartofherwascrushed.Alex

hurtherandhegothishappilyeverafter?Guess

therewasnosuchthingaskarma.ShesawAlex's

statuses.Hehaduploadedavideoofhim andher

singingalongtoacatchylovesonginthecar.Damn!

Hereallylovedher.Shesawpicturesoftheir

engagementonthenextstatusesandshesmiled

withaheavyheart.Itreallyisaman'sworld.

Wawa:Congratulationsonyourengagement

Shesentthemessageandplacedthephonedown.

ShewassureNeohadpostedalongparagraphon

herFacebook.Shepickedherphoneandshewentto

Facebook.Neodidn'twriteaparagraphjustthatshe

wasinloveandapictureofAlexproposingtoher.

Hewasreallyinlove.Shesmiled.Itwasmorelikea

hurtkindofsmile.Shecanfinallyandfulkymoveon

knowinghewouldneverbegheronelasttimefora



secondchance.Shelaughedtearfully.Sheknew

theyweregoodtogetherandherhurtblindedherbut

nowthechapterwasclosedanddone.AsSelena

GomezsaidinLoseYouToLoveMe,shehadseen

thesignsandignoredthem andwhenshefinally

wokeupfrom thattranceshehadfallentoodeepfor

him.Shehadneededtolosehim toloveherself

more.Shesighed.

AtAlex'shouse

Justastheyarrivedfrom thehospital,hisbrother's

carparkedoutsidethewalledyard.

AlexlookedatNeowithasheepishgrin.

Neo:Whatdidyoudo?

Alex:Kindofagreedtobabysitting..

Shelaughed.

Neo:OkayRJandRyliearegoodkids.AkereKgosiis



comingherekaMonday?

Alex:Yep..

Neo:Afullhousewegothere..

Alexlaughedandkissedhercheekastheygotoutof

theircarasNeeloandherminifamilywalkedinside

theyard.RhyswascarryingRylieinhisarmsandshe

wascomfortable.Shewasn'tsureisRyliewillbe

okaywithoutherforthewholeweek.

Rhys:Iknowthatlook.Don'teventhinkaboutit.

Neelo:I'lltrynotto.

TheycaughtuptoNeoandAlex.

Neelo:Congratulationsyoutwo.

Neo:Thankyou.Wearesoexcitedaboutthenext

chapterinourlives..heythereRJ

Shesaidasshebentdowntohim andRJsmiled.



NeogotalongwiththekidsandasfussyasRylie

was,Rylielikedhisuncle'sfiancee.

RhyshandedNeeloRylieandwalkedbacktothecar

togetthekids'bags.Theywalkedtothehouseand

satdown.

MinuteslaterafterRhysandhadgottenallthr

essentialshetalkedtohisbrotherwhoassuredhim

thekidswouldbefine.Justforthisweek.

Alex:Itoldmom abouttheengagementaswelland

shewillgetbouncletostartthenegotiations

process.

Rhys:DidItellyouthatI'm proudofyou?

Alex:Itmeansalotcomingfrom youbro.Awholelot.

Rhyssmiled.

Alex:Wearealsoexpecting.

Rhyslaughedandhuggedhisbrother.



Rhys:Congratsdude.IfyouarehappythenI'm happy

bro.

Alex:Iwouldn'tbeherelivinglikethisifitwasn'tfor

you.

Rhys:Andatthattimeyouandmotherweremyonly

concern.

Alex:Webothhavefamiliesbro...

Theybothturnedtolookatthewomenintheirlives.

Rhys:Womenwewouldkillfor...

Alex:Wouldlegitdiefor...

NeeloandNeoturnedtothebrothers.

Neelo:andthen?

Neo:Don'tmindthem.IfanythinghappensIwillcall

youandMarangcanhelpifit'samedicalemergency.

Gosharpoakere?

Neelo:Yes.



Neo:Willvideocalllatersotheyseeyouguys..

Neelolookedatherkids.

Neelo:NatewillyouguysbeokaywithAuntyNeoand

UncleAlex?

Nate:Theyarecoolmama..

ShesmiledandhuggedherkidsasRhyswalkedto

her.HefistbumpedwithNateandpickedRylieup

whisperinginherlittleear.Heputherdownand

smiledstraighteningup.

Rhys:WeshouldprobablygobeforeRyliestarts

crying.

Neelo:Okay.I'm goingtomissthem.

Rhys:Theyaresafeandokay.Ifthereisaproblem

we'llbehereinaheartbeat.

Neelonoddedastheywalkedout.Ryliewatchedher

parentsleavewithoutherandherlittlemouth

wobbledbeforeshestartedcrying.Natesatnextto



hislittlesisterandtriedtodistracther.Hedidn'tlike

itwhenshecried.AsthedoorclosedNeelowanted

togobackinsidebutRhysheldherhand.

Rhys:Sheiscalmingdown.Shewillbeokay

marshmallow..

Neelo:Okay.

InthehouseNeopickedupRylieandsmiled.She

wipedawayhertears,herbrotherwasagodsent.

Neo:RJbabywhatdoyouguyswanttoeat?

Nate:whereisKgosiaunty?

Neo:Hewillbeheretomorrowbuddy.

HesmiledandfollowedNeotothekitchen.

Nate:Chick-chicken..

Neo:Okay..

ShelookedatRyliewhowasassessingthekitchen.

Shehadevenforgotherparentsleftherhere.Kids!



AttheAirport

Neeloheldherhusband'shandashecheckedifthe

flightwasbooked.Shedidn'tknowwherehewas

takingherbutshewasblindlyfollowinghim to

wherever.

Rhys:Andwecangoboardourflat.

Neelo:Tellmewherewearegoing...Ketlagozamela

zamelababy.

Helaughedandkissedhercheek.

Rhys:YouknowIcanstillgetitwithouttellingyou.

Sherolledhereyesassherestedherheadonhis

arm.

Neelo:WhatifIdon'tlikeit?

Rhys:I'm sureyouwilllove.



Neelo:Ijusywanttoknow.Idon'tknowhowIwas

supposedtopackandstuff.

Rhys:Relaxloveandenjoy.

Theywalkedtotheaircraftastheirluggagewas

beingcarriedbehindthem.

.
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AtMaunInternationalAirport

AstheygotoutofthethreehourlongflightNeelo

smiledasshesawthesign.

Rhys:Surprise..

Neelohuggedhim astheywalkedinside.Sheknewit

wasgoingtobeafteryearstillherhusbandcould

traveloutsidethecountryandthisimpulsivetripwas

perfect.Hedideverythinginhispowertoshowerher

withloveeachandeveryday.Shewasgratefulforhis

mereexistence.

Itseemedasifhehadeverythingplannedout

becausetherewasarentedcar.Heopenedthedoor

forherwhentheyreachedtheparkinglot.She



smiledasshegotinsidewhileheputtheirbagsin

theback.Heopenedthedriver'sdoorandgotinside

thecar.

Neelo:Thankyouforthis..

Rhys:Wehaveaweekloveanddon'tthankme,I

shouldbethankingyouforstickingwithmethrough

itall.

Hekissedherhandandsqueezeditashestarted

thecar.

AtLondon

Atthehouse

Rubysatdownonthecouch.Shepattedherbig

tummywithaknowingsmileonherface.Everything

tendstoworkoutintheendifyouarepatient

enough.



Shewasn'tlookingforlovebutitfoundher,shewas

ahappygirl,wifeandsoontobemama.Ifthat

wasn'tGod'sperfecttimingshedidn'tknowwhat

was.Shewentthroughhersocialsandshesmiled

seeingNeelo'scoverphoto.Theyweresuchahappy

familyanditseemedasifeveryonegottheirhappy

ending.Theuniverseindeedlistens.

AtNeelo'sparents

MaNeelowascontentthatafewmonthsagoshe

hadthechancetosaywhat'sbeenonherchestthe

lastthreedecades.Itwasawaytoletgoofthepast

andbehappywiththepresent.

Shehadalovinghusband,adaughterandher

husband'sdaughter,grandkidsandherdaughterwas

happy.



Whatmorecouldshehavebeenlookingfor?The

dooropenedandRaNeelowalkedinside.

RaN:NenesaidsheisinMaun.

MaN:That'snice.Sheshouldsenduspicturesof

theirtripthere.

RaN:Isaidthesamething.Iam goingtothefarm

tomorrow.

MaN:Alone?

RaN:Iusuallygotherealone..

MaN:CanIjoinyou?

RaN:Youneverreallylikedgoingtothefarm.

MaN:It'sboringallalone.Rekatsamayarotlhe?(can

wegotogether?)

RaNeelosmiledandnodded.

MaN:Ihaven'tbeenthereinalongwhile.Ketseye

eng?



Helaughedashefollowedhertothebedroom.

RaN:It'sreallyhotgonekwa..

MaN:Okay..

AtMcKnight'shouse

HesatonthecarpetashehelpedLebopowithher

homework.

Lebopo:papaosure?

McKnight:I'm sure..

Shelookedatherfatherandshookherhead.

Lebopo:ThehomeworkIsubmittedmalobaatschool

Igotfourwrongpapa,theonesyouhelpedmewith.

HeshruggedandLebopotookhermathsbook.

Lebopo:I'lldoitaloneandwithyourphonewecan

callNeo.SheisreallygoodwithmathsandI'm sureI



willgeteverythingcorrect.

Helaughedandraisedhishandsinsurrender.

Lebopo:PapaIjustwanttogeteverythingcorrect.

McKnight:OkayLebopo.

Shesmiledasshestoodupheadingtoherroom to

doherhomeworkallalone.ShewillaskNeolaterif

theanswersarecorrectornot.

AtWapelo'shouse

WapelolaughedwhenKagisowalkedinsideholding

thetrayoffoodandherlittleKgosiwasholdingthe

basinwithwater.Thesethreegentlemenweretaking

careofher.Tefomadelunchwiththeboysandshe

hadbeeninstructednottotouchathing.Apparently

theboyshadthis.



Kagiso:there..isitokaymama?

ThiswasthefirsttimeKagisocalledhermamaand

shesmiled.Thiswasherfamilynow.Completeand

fulloflove.Timetofullyopenherheartbecausethe

sonandfather'sintentionsweresopureandthey

deservedthesamereciprocation.

Wawa:Morethanperfectmylove.

Kgosi:mamawaterforhands.

WawalaughedasTefowalkedinside.

Tefo:Itoldyouwe'lltakecareofyou.

Wawa:Iloveit.Thankyouboys.

Tefo:Aslongasyouarehappybaby.

Wawa:Isthefoodgood?

Tefo:YoudoubtmyculinaryskillswaitseWapelo.

Shegiggledasshetooktheforkandtookabiteoff

themeat.Itwassogood.Andshelookedatthem as



theywatchedher.

Wawa:Thisissogood,whatdidyouputinthereke

tlekeapeye?Galeje?

Kagiso:I'm goingtotakemyplate.

Tefo:Bringyourbrother'splateaswell.

Kagiso:Eerra.

Tefosawhersonashisandhissonwashers.This

hasbeeninfrontofher.

Shemouthedan"Iloveyou"andhemoutheditback

asKgosisatnexttoherandtookapotatooffher

plate.

TefolaughedandWapeloshookherheadasshe

watchedKgosieatit.

Wawa:Bathong!

Atacoffeeshop



Petersatdownasheorderedhismochaand

chocolatemuffins.Atthisexactmomenthewas

contentwithhislife.Hislineofworkhadaffected

otherpeople'slivelihoodsbutitalwayswillandjust

becausehewantedhisexbackdidn'tmakeitany

different.

Meanwhileayoungladywalkedin.Shelooked

aroundandshesawthegentlemanwhowassitting

therealone.Shehadseenhim beforeandapartof

herwastemptedtogositnexttohim.Whatifhe

chasesheroffbecausehewaswellknownandshe

wasjustathirdyearlawstudentwhocametocheck

onherparents?

Shebreathedinandgainedthecouragetogosit

oppositehim.Shewalkedtowardshistableandhe

lookedup.Therewassomethinginhiseyesthat

drewouthercompassion.Shesatdownmeeklyand

smiled.

Her:Hey.Uhm isitokayifIsithere?



Peter:Ofcourse.

Shelookedathim andhelookedatherashisorder

came.Shesentthewaiterbackforherorderandshe

lookedatthetable.

Her:Uhm I'm Tuduetso..

Peter:NicetomeetyouTuduetso.I'm Peter..

Sheplacedherhandsonherlapandsmiled.He

lookedsosadthatitwassad.

Tuduetso:Whyareyousad?

Peter:Adultproblemskiddo..

Sheshookherhead.

Tuduetso:I'm 21sono,I'm notakid..

Peterchuckled.

Peter:Ifyousayso.



MinuteslaterTuduetso'sorderarrivedandshewas

theonewhoaskedquestionswhichheansweredtill

hewascomfortablewithher.Sothereitwas,Ona

Sundayinacafèitbeganagainforthevillaininthe

heroine'sstory.

AtAlex'shouse

AlexkissedNeo'sshoulderasheheldherinhis

arms.Shehadputthetwokidstosleepandnowhe

hadheralltohimself.

Alex:Youchangedme.

Neo:Noyoushowedmehowtolovemyself.

Alex:Iloveyou..

Neo:Iloveyoumore.

Alexledheroutoftheroom hisnieceandnephew

wereusingastheywalkedtotheirbedroom.

Hewasoneluckybastard.Asecondchanceatlove



andalifetimeofshowingthiswonderfulwoman

howmuchhecherishedher.

AtMaun

Thatquietnight,underthestarryblanketofdarkness,

Neelosatonthelogasthefireburnedbrightwitha

hugeflame.Twotwinflamesmeantforeachother,

theflamesdidn'tburnthem buttheybroughtthem

closer.Bringingoutthebestineachother.

Neelo:Ican'tbelieveyoulearnedallofthisforme.

Rhyssmiled.Thatsmile.Theonethatwouldalways

haveherblushinglikeateenagekid.Hestrungthe

guitarchordsplayingthatonesonghehad

dedicatedtoherandonlyforher.

Rhys: Lookatthestars,lookhowtheyshinefor



you

Andeverythingyoudo.Yeahtheywereallyellow

Icamealong,Iwroteasongforyohandallthe

thingsyoudo

Anditwascalledyellow

SothenItookmyturn,ohwhatathingtohavedone

Anditwasallyellow

Yourskin,ohyeahyourskinandbones

Turnintosomethingbeautiful

Youknow,youknowIloveyouso

YouknowIloveyouso

Shemovedherheadwithahugesmileandteary

eyesashesungthesongforherunderthe

moonlight.Whenhewasdoneheplacedtheguitar

down.Hejusthadlessonstosingthatsongforher

anditwasthegesturethatcounted.



Shewipedhertears.Ifsomeonehadtoldherthat

themanwhohadtroubledplasteredonhisforehead

wouldbethesamemanwhocouldmakeherheart

skipeightbeatsatonce,shewould'vesaidthe

personwaslying.Shehadabadpastandoneshe

didn'twanttiholdontoandsodidhe.Hewasthe

manofherwildestdreams.Beenthroughalottoo

butheretheywere.Stillinlovetwokidslater.

Shefoundherselflaughingashesatnexttoher.

Neelo:I'veneverbeensogratefulforgetying

pregnantonourfirstnighttogether.

Henuzzledherneckandsheplacedherhandson

hisback.

Rhys:kanaitwassupposedtobeahitandrun..

Shemovedhisheadandlaughed.

Neelo:Isuspectedit,youwereoutofabad

relationshiptooandyoudidn'twantanything

permanent.

Rhys:ButdamnladyIwantedmoreandinwanting



moreIhadachancetogetintoyourheartandknow

youmoreasaperson.

Neelo:Geez!OkayMrMcKnight..

Rhys:Kegoratakesaikhutse..

Neelo:Tilleternity.Tilldeathdoesusapartbutstillin

deathwewillbeone.Tillinfinitymylove.

Rhys:Tillinfinity..

Hekissedherlipsandshekissedhim back.She

brokeitandheldhishands.Thiswaslove.Alllove

andeventhoughitlookedrosyitwasfarfrom it,

theywentthroughalotandshewassuretheywillbe

moreobstaclesaslongastheyweregoingtogo

throughthehardtimestogetherasone.Hewasher

one.

Hekissedherhandsandshestartedtogooffabout

hernovelsandRhyscouldn'tstopsmiling.Infinity

withherseemedlikeheaventohim.Hissoulmate.A

troubledyoungmanandnowshemadehim a



groundedman,ahusbandandafathertotheirtwo

bundlesofjoywhom hewassureshehadforgotten

atthisexactmoment.Thiswasn'ttheendofthe

chapterbecausetheyhadmorepagestofillabout

theirlivesbutitwasthebeginningofalovestory.

.

.

.

**********THEEND**********
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AtNeelo'shouse

Neelocouldn'tbelievefiveyearshadpassedalready.

TheyearsflewbysofastandnowRyliewasalready

instandard1whileNatewasinstandardfouras

youngashewas.Thisworkingthingalsowasn't

workingoutforhersosheletherhusbandworkand

shewasastayathomemotherwithtwokidsand

anotheroneontheway.Herphonerangandshe

knewitmightbehersisterorfellowsisterinlaw.

ShepickedthephoneupandshesawthecallerID.

Sheshookherheadandlaughed.Neoliterallyasked

abouteverythingthoughshewasnolongerafirst

timemother.

Neelo:Hello?



Neo:Nenehello...nsendelerecipeyelayacake.

Neelo:Bathong..

Neo:Isawthepicturesonyourstatusandkehake

tswapelogore..

Neelolaughedasshestoodupheadingtothe

kitchen.

Neo:Canyousendtherecipe?Iwanttomakeit

beforeAlexcomesbackfrom workandbeforethe

twinswakeup.

Neelo:Theyaren'tgivingyouachancetorestneh?

Neo:Iwanttoburymyselfeverytimetheycry.Ithank

GodSebagaenegoestoschoolandshewassuch

anunproblematicbabymma.Alwaysobservingwith

thosebigeyesofhers.

Neelo:Inoticed.LetmefindtherecipeandIwillsend

it.

Neo:Ostarsis.Thankyouandwhendidyouguys

saywearemeetingagain?



Neelo:Uhm monthend..

Neo:Youwillbeuhm,sixmonthsakere?

Neelo:Yes.

Neo:Allthebestwiththatoneandmonthenditis.

Neelo:IhopeAlexwon'tmindbabysitting.

Neo:Headoreshisboysmma.HepicksSebaga

everydayfrom schoolandmmaitlhelaSebagawa

tengare"daddytookmeoutonanicecream date

mommy"

Neelolaughed.Girlsalwayshadtheirfathers

wrappedaroundtheirlittlefingers.Shesawhowher

brotherinlawwaswithherniecesandhowRhys

waswithRylie.

Neo:Anywaythanksfriend.I'llsendapictureofthe

endproduct.

Neelo:Byehun.

Neelohungupandsheplacedthephoneonthe



counter.Shethoughtfullylookedatthefridge.She

wastoolazytoevencookadecentmeal.Shepicked

herphoneandtextedRhystogettakeoutonhisway

topickuptheirkids.

AtRhysand'soffice

Rhyssatonthechairashetalkedtohisbrotherover

lunch.

Alex:Kanatheoldmanopallwakeateenager..

Rhyslaughed.HetendstoforgetthatLebopois

fourteensinceallheseesisachild.

Rhys:Lebopoistooopinionatedforherowngood.

Alex:Hedoesn'tknowwhattodocausearewhenhe

talksshesaystheopposite.

Rhys:Itoldhim toletLebopostaywithmom cause

sheisawomanandshewillteachherabout

womanhoodandstuff.

Alex:Stuff?



Thebrotherslaughed.

Rhys:BetweenuswherecanLebopostay?

Alex:Neohasherhandsfullwiththetwinsanda

raginghormonalteenagerisgoingtogetonherlast

nerve.Trustmeyoudon'twanttoseethatsweet

angelangry.

Rhys:Neeloispregnantandsheisalsohormonalas

well..

Theyshooktheirheads.

Rhys:atthesametimeshecan'texactlytalkti

motherbecauseaccordingtoLeboposheis"old

fashioned"

Alex:Exactly.

Rhys:Butshegetsalongwithbothwomensowe

havetoseehowtogoaboutit.

Alex:Bytheendofthisweekwewillseewhattodo...

Rhys:SothisiswhatwillhappenwhenRylieand



Sebagaareteenagers?

Alex:anearlydeath.Iwishtheydon'tgrowup.

Rhys:LookatLebopo...

Theylaughedandcontinuedmakingsmalltalk.

AtWapelo'soffice

Wapelolookedattheframedpicturefrom her

weddingday.Heryoungestwasnomorethan5

monthswhenshemarriedhernowhusbandTefo.

Hewaselatedwhenhefoundouttheywere

expectingandnowtheywereahappyfamily.She

wasgladthatNeowaseasytoco-parentwithso

KgosiwasingoodhandsandAlexdidn'thavea

problem withherhusbandandKgosiunderstood.

Sheopenedherlaptop.Timetogetbacktowork.

HerdistantcousinRubywashappywhereshewas

withherwhitehusband.Theirtwinboyslookedcute

andtheyhadblueeyes.Itwasweirdtoherinaway



butRubywashappyandthatwasjustthat.

AtPeter'soffice

Peterlaughedashiswifewalkedbehindhim.She

wasstillajuniorlawyerandshehaddecidedoutof

thebluetoworkforthefirm heworksout.

Peter:Tuduetsobathong.

Tuduetso:Iknowweareatworkbutnnaketshwere

ketlala.

Helaughed.

Peter:Gobuyfood.Ihavecasestogoover.

Tuduetso:You'renofun.

Shepunchedhisarmsandturnedonherheels

headingtohersmalloffice.Heshookhisheadwith

asmilewalkingtohisoffice.Heopenedthedoor

andhelookedaround.Lofehadbeenkindtohim.

Kindinoneofthebestwayseverandhewashappy.



Thesepastfiveyearswerejusthappinessonhis

side.Itseemedaseveryonehehadknewfrom his

pastgottheirhappilyeverafter.

AtLondon

Atthehouse

Rubylaughedashertwinstouchedherdresswith

theirhandsthatweredippedinpaint.Thesekids

wereherjoyanftheirfatherwasjustanadded

bonus.ThedooropenedandMasonsmiledashe

walkedinside.Heplacedhisbriefcasedownandthe

kidsrantohim andruinedhissuit.

Ruby:Guysno!(laughing)

Mason:I'm goingtogetyouguys..

Theystartedrunningasgigglesfilledtheairandshe

laughedasMasonpickedupJasonwhofurther



ruinedhisdad'swhiteshirt.

Mason:gotcha!

Jasonpretendedtobescaredbeforehelaughedout

loudwhenhisdadtickledhim.Masonputhim down

andbentdowntokisshiswife'scheek.

Mason:Heylove.

Ruby:Hiandyou'reearly.

Mason:Imissedyouguys.

Ruby:Wemissedyoutoo..

Shelookedathisruinedclothes.Hemightaswell

stopwearingtheclothesbecauseitwasgoingto

takeamiracletogetthosepaintstainsoff.She

lookedathercompletefamilyandthatusualpeace

surroundedher.Shewasatpeacewiththeuniverse

andherself.

AtNeelo'shouse



SheplayedTaylorSwift'sWillowasshepagedher

novel.Indeedlifewasawillowanditbentrighttohis

wind.SpeakingofthedevilthedooropenedanfRylie

rushedin.Shethrewherselfonthecouchandkissed

hercheek.

Rylie:Heymommy.Welltodayatschoo-

Nate:Rylieyoualwaysdothesamethingatschool.

Hesaidwalkinginandplacinghisbagdownbefore

hekissedhismotheronthecheek.

Nate:Mom wegotdinner?Isthebabycravingittoo?

SheraisedaneyebrowandRylielookedather

mom'sstomach.Shewasexcitedthatshewas

goingtohaveanothersiblingbutthefactthatshe

wasn'tgoingtobethelastbornunsettledher.

Rhyswalkedinlastwiththefood.



Rhys:Gochangesowecangetstartedguysandyou

doyourhomework.

Rylie:Idon'thavehomeworkdaddy.

Rhys:Wellyourbrotherhashomework.

Nate:Butit'snotanythingmuchdad.

Neelolooledatherhusbandandherkids.

Neelo:howaboutthis...doyoutschoolworkbefore

youcomedowntoeat.YourdadandIwillfixthe

foodandwewillhavegamesfortwohoursbefore

yousleep.Deal?

Thesiblingslookedateachotherwithknowing

smilesandnodded.Theywenttotheirroomsand

Rhyslookedathiswife.

Rhys:Theyknewyouweregoingtoletthem offthe

hook.

Neelo:Theuarekidsbaby..

Rhys:Theyknowhowtoworkyourbuttons.



Hepeckedherlipsandheadedtothekitchen.When

hecamebackhesatnexttoherandrubbedher

tummy.

Rhys:Buddyhowareupinthere?Hmm...

Neelo:Heisgoodbaby..

Rhyskissedhertummybeforehekissedherlips

softly.Heplacedhishandonherthighashe

deepenedthekiss.Shemoanedsoftlyinhismouth

beforeshebrokethekissandplacedherhandonhis

cheek.

Neelo:Iloveyou.

Rhys:Tillinfinity.

Neelo:Tillinfinity...

.

.

*

*

*



ThishasbeenTROUBLEDbyTshepiM andthank

youforreadingandcritiquingthebook.Iwillforever

begrateful.


