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#1

Atthecattle-post...

Around6atripofgoatsarrivedwithacloudofdust

justasthegoldenyellowsunset.Twodogs

escortedthem intothekraalandlaidinfrontofthe

gate...

ThedogswiggledtheirtalesasBatsileapproached

carryingarockofsalt,heplacedthesackofsodium

chloridedownandclosedthegoatsinside.Ashe

stoodbysilentlycountingthem,5ofwhichwerehis

outof40goats...Eachgoatforeveryyearsincehe

demandedtobepaidforworkingheresince

childhood,heknewhewasreadytobeonhisown

butknowinghisunclehewasn'tsurehowhe'dtake

this...
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Thedogsfollowedhim tothecattlekraalwherehe

placedthesaltoveralog.Hewalkedbacktothe

housewherethehorsewastiedtothetree,but

beforejumpingonittogogetthecattlefrom the

riverhepickedthebiltongpiecesoverthetree

branch,hehaddriedthem forhisyoungerbrother.It

wasthefirstthingKanakoateeveryFridaywhenhe

arrivedhere.

Batsilejumpedonthehorseandheadedtotheriver.

With5goatsand5cowshejustneededapieceof

landtobeonhisown.

***

Attheriverayoungwomanapproachedwith2

bucketsasthecattledrunkthewater,shelooked

aroundforprivacyandshewasalone...Sheputthe

smallerbucketbehindoneofthetreesthenshe

hungherbathingsetonthebranch.Withabig

bucketshehurriedtotheriver,shefoldedherskirt
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upandlefthershoesonthebanksoftheriverthen

shegentlywalkedinthewater...beingtheonlyone

fetchingwaterathomeitwouldsaveheratripback

tojustbathhereandcarrymorewaterhome...with

thecowsshakingitallthedirtwasupandshehad

togofurtherintotheriver,somethingshewasn't

comfortablewith.Shegentlycollectedtheclear

waterandwalkedout...

Shefilledthesmallerbucketandlookedaround

againbeforetakingoffherclothestobath....

MeanwhileBatsileapproachedonthehorse,he

stoppedandgotdownthenwhistledandwhisked

thecowsastheyturnedandheadedhome.

Onestubborncalfranintothetreesashefollowedit

andranintoanakedyoungwoman,allherassout

withtwodimplesaboveherbutt...shescreamedand

quicklyhidbehindthetreeshakinginfearwhilehe

quicklyturnedaway...
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Batsile:I...Ididn'tseeanything...

Her:(quicklygettingdressed)Ifyoucomenearme

I'm screaming

Batsile:(stillfacingaway)Ididn'tseeyou...I'm

walkingaway.

Hewalkedbacktotheriverwherehewaitedforhis

horsewhileitdrunkwater.Shewalkedoutofthe

treesandgotintheriverbutveryfarawayfrom as

shecollectedwater...

Hishorsefinisheddrinkingandwalkedovertohim

thenhegrabbedtheropesandturnedbacklooking

ather.He'dseenheraroundbutnotcloseenough...

Heapproachedtheriverbanksasshegotoutwith

herskirtfoldedup...Herfreshthighsweresmooth

andshehadthatlittlefuzzoverherlegs...Thanksto

herwarnoutwetTshirthecouldseehertitspointing
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rightathim...Hewasn'tevensurewhatabeautiful

girllikethatwasdoinginthecattlepostbuthecould

hardlybreathproperlylookingat...Hestaredrightat

her...Wellherlipsofcourse...

Batsile:Hi.

Her:Hello

Hesteppedoverandhelpedherwiththebigbucket..

Batsile:Letmehelpyouwiththat.

Hewalkedawayfrom theriverbankandputitdown

asshewalkedbehindhim,sheputdownthesmaller

bucketandfoldedsomeclothtoprotectherhair

whilehestaredather..

Batsile:MynameisBatsile...
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Her:Ok..

Sheplacedtheclothoverherheadandcarefully

reachedforthebigbucketbutheblockedherhand

smiling..

Batsile:(smiled)Emapelethemmakebualewena

ao..{wait,canwetalkforasecond}(laughed)You

didn'teventellmeyourname..

Her:(sighedtakingdownhercloth)Mynameis

Amane,Ihavetogo..Thereisnowaterathome.

They'rewaitingforit.

Batsile:Areyounewaroundhere?HowcomeI've

justrecentlystartedseeingyou..

Amane:Icameherelastmonth.

Batsile:From Maun?

Amane:(turnedawayfrom hisprickingeyes)Yes,

from Maun
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Batsile:(smiled)Amaneweelookatme...Whyare

youlookingaway?

Shetookadeepbreathandlookedinhiseyesthen

hesmiledmakinghersmile,helaughedandshe

laughedlookingawayshyly..

Batsile:(laughed)Atleastyou'resmiling...Doyou

haveaphone?

Amane:I'm notgivingyoumynumber

Batsile:(smiled)Why?

Amane:Becauseidon'tknowyou

Batsile:IstayattheGreenfarm yaboardeha

skontereng.Wheredoyoustay?

Amane:KogoMmagweObama

Batsile:Oh,ok...Ialwaysgotheretogiveyour

grandparentsvegetables,theyusedtohelpmewhen

iwasyounger...areyouObama'sdaughter?

Amane:Yes,igrewupinMaunjustrecentlystarted
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visitinghere.

Batsile:Iheardhehasadaughterwhoisworkingfor

thesafarisasachef,that'syou?

Amane:Yeah,

Batsile:Howcomeibeenseeingyouaroundalot

lately?

Amane:Itwasatemporaryjob,icouldn'tpaythe

rentorkeepupwitheverythingsoidecidedtocome

hereandclearmyheadorlaylowwhilelookingfora

job.Whatdoyoudo?

Batsile:Iam aherdman,ilookaftermyuncle'sgoats

andcattle,ialsotakecareofhisgarden.

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheylookedat

oneanother...

Batsile:Youshouldcomegetvegetablesatthe

garden.

Amane:(smiled)OK...
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Batsile:Whenshouldipreparethem?It'sspinach,

rape,carrots,beetroots,tomatoes,gogontsihela

Amane:Whenifindtime,ihavetogo.

Sheputherclothovertheheadthenhehelpedher

putitupandhandedherthesmallbucket.Forsome

reasonhejustknewshewouldnotcome...Hedidn't

blameher,what'sappealingaboutaherdman

especiallywhenyoulivedinMaunseeingmenwith

carsandgoodjobs...

Amane:Bye

Batsile:Bye

Shewalkedawayashestaredather,helaughedat

himself...Itwascrazythatheactuallythoughthe

couldstandachance.Hejumpedonthehorse,the

lastcowsheadedhomethenhenoticedsomething

bythetree.Hegotdownandpickedherbathingset

togetherwithherwetwashingragandpanties...Very
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nicebeautifulpanties,hecouldonlyimaginetheass

hesawearlierallpackedinsidethis.

Hegotbackonthehorseandrodebackhome.

Laterthateveninghetookabathandpassedbythe

gardenwherehecutsomevegetablesandwashed

them inabowlunderthelightofthegenerator

bulbs...

HisuncleandKanakoarrivedwhilehesortedthe

spinachwithrubberbands.Heturnedandsmiled

lookingathisyoungerbrother...Hewasgrowingtall

andnothingwassatisfyingthanknowinghewas

doinghisfinalyearofsenior..

Theybumpedshouldersashesmiledandputhis

arm overhisshoulder...
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Uncle:Idon'thavemoneytopayyouthismonth.I

boughtKanakoauniform andsomeclothes.

Batsilesmiledlookingathisbrother'sshoesand

noddedgratefully.Heknewtheseshoesdidn'tcost

1kbuttheneverythingwasaboutsendingthisboyto

auniversity.Hedidn'tmakeitveryfarwitheducation

buthewasgoingtomakesuretheyoungestmakes

itoutofthisruralareaanddineswiththerich...

Batsile:(calmly)Iunderstand...(sighed)Unclethere

issomethingiwantustotalkabout....Ineedapiece

ofland.

Uncle:Forwhat?

Batsile:Iwanttohaveasmallgarden

Uncle:Butidon'tstopyoufrom eatinghere

Batsile:Iwantsomethingofmyown,iwasthinking

sincethislandissohugeandwedon'tusehalfofit

maybeyoucancutmeaquarter,justenoughforme

tobuildahouseandstartaproject.Iwanttoapply
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forfundingfrom CEDA.

Uncle:Soyouwanttocompetewithme?

Batsile:I'm notgettinganyyounger.Iwanttohave

myownplacesoyourchildrencanhavesomewhere

tosleepwhentheydevelopinterestinfarming.

WhenBasiandBamegetoutiwantthem tohave

somewheretostaybalesegosenyetsabathomo.

Uncle:Itaughtyouhowtofarm nowyouwantto

abandonmythingsanddoyours?Doyourealise

thatI'm takingyourresponsibilityandraisingyour

brotherwithmyownmoney?Yourmotherhad

nothing...Allshewasdoingwasdrinkingbeerand

havingchildrenleftrightcentre...Iraisedyouand

thisisthethanksiget?

Kanako:Soheshouldjustworkforyouforever?

What'sthefutureinthatbecauseyoudon'tevenpay

him?

Batsile:(angrilyturnedtohislittlebrother)Stayout

ofit.

Uncle:(turnedtoKanako)Didyoujusttalkbackat

me?Iwillleaveyouhereandseewhereyou'llgo
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becauseyoudon'thaveanywheretostayinMaun.O

ntwaetswakeeng?

Kanako:IfyouleavemehereonSundayI'm hiking

backtoMaunthenI'lltalktomyguidanceand

counsellingteachersoicanbeaboardingstudent,

Maunseniorhasaboardingschool,don'tyouknow

that?Afterwritingmyfinalexam I'llfindajob

packingthingsinashopandstayinaoneroom

payingP500orsomethingthenI'llgetmyresultsin

JanuaryandgotoUB.Payformybrothertorenta

houseinMaunorGaboronesohecanfindajob...

(angrilypointedathim)I'm gettingsickandtiredof

youmakingmybrotherworkforyouwithoutpaying

him justbecauseyoubuymeChineseclothesevery

onceinabluemoon.(tearfully)Youmadehim drop

outofschoolatayoungagejustsohecanlook

afteryourlivestockandhehasbeenyourslavefrom

childhoodyetyou'veneverthankedhim.You'renot

takingcareofmebecauseyoumakemepayforit,I

cleanyourhouse,yourwifeandchildrendonothing

excepttoeatandgetfat...(tearfully)Chasemeout!

Chasemeoutifyoucan'tfacethetruth!Andiknow
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thatthiswholefarm wasformymother.Our

grandfatherleftitforher,youwereastepchildwhy

wouldhegiveittoyouandleavehisdaughterwith

nothing?butbecauseyouhadmoneyyoudeveloped

itandwhenshewanteditbackyourefused.You

tookadvantageofherbecauseshedrunkalot...You

killedherforthisandI'm goingtosueyou,you'rethe

reasonI'm goingtostudylaw!

Batsilesmackedhim atthebackofhisheadand

pushedhim away...

Batsile:(angrily)Shutup!Gobacktothehouse!

Kanakoangrilyglaredathisuncleandwalkedaway,

Batsiletookadeepbreathandsighed....

Batsile:I'lltalktohim kemokgalemela.Heisjust

beingateenager...Iapologiseificomeacrossas

ungrateful.Icanneverabandonyou.Itwasjusta
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thought...Let'sforgetit,yourlivestockandgardenis

myfirstpriority.Itstheleasticandoforyou..

Uncle:Gaobonaorianaobatagoutswadikgomo

tsamewagoruelagosele.

Batsile:Ionlyhavethe5yougaveme.

Uncle:Iwasn'tevengivingyouthosegoatsand

cattle..Iwasthinkingaboutgivingyou

Batsile:Whatareyoutalkingaboutnow?Youtold

meeveryyearigetoneandevenpointedatthem

Uncle:Iwasthinkingaboutitbutit'snotafinal

decision.

Batsileglaredathisuncleuntilheturnedaroundand

walkedaway.Heturnedaroundandputthe

vegetablesintheplasticbowlashislittlebrother

walkedover...

Kanako:Myclothesdidn'tevencostP150,itwas

135.That'sallhespentonmenotP1000.



Iam

Batsile:(shookhishead)ItsOK,assoonasyou're

donewithyourfinalexam I'm leaving,wecan'ttrust

boardingbecausethereisacoupleofmonthsyou

staywaitingtogotoauniversity.Pleasebehave

yourself...Idon'twantyoutalkingbackatthe

adults...haveyoudroppedmyjobapplicationsatthe

securityoffices?

Kanano:Yes...Ohandicopieddownanumberatthe

mall.Theywerelookingforashopassistant.It'sa

warehouse.

Batsile:I'llcallthem tomorrowmorning.

Kanako:Yourapplicationswerefinishedicouldhave

justappliedforyou,butithinkauntiestolethem and

threwthem awaybecauseI'm sureimadeextra

copiesofyourapplications.Shealwayssearchesmy

room andaccusesmeofstealing.Malobasheeven

wenttoschoolandsearchedmeinfrontoftheclass.

Batsile:It'sjustthismonththenyou'llbedonewith

school.Iexpectyoutopasswabonalewenagorei

can'tgiveyouanything...Iam takingallthis

nonsensejustforyou,Ifyoudon'ttakeschool



Iam

seriousyou'llenduplikeBasimaneandBame..

Kanako:Iwon'tfail

Batsile:(sighed)I'm goingtoMmaObama'stogive

them thesevegetables,willyoubeOKalone?

Kanako:Ok..Goingtoeatbiltong,keeje?

Batsile:Yeah...Itsyours.

Batsilepickedthevegetablesandthebathingset

andwalkedaway...

AtAmane'sfarm house....

MeanwhileAmanepickedthethreeleggedpotand

walkedinthehousewhereshedishedwhileher

grandparentssatbythefireplace...

Herphonebuzzed,shegotupandtappedonthe

jobspostedonFacebook,shequicklyeditedherCV
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andclickedontheemailsprovided,shesentthe

applicationsandputdownherphone...

Oldlady:Amaneretaalalarejelemono?Areyouon

yourphoneagain?

Amane:(laugheddishing)Mmamakeatshola

{GrannyI'm dishing}

Sheputthebowlsinthetrayandwalkedoutjustas

Batsilearrived,thisherdmanagain?!Sheputona

seriousfaceashegreetedhergrandparentsandsat

down...

Oldman:Howareyou?You'rerarenowadays

Batsile:I'vebeenbusyatthegarden,ibroughtyou

vegetables

Oldlady:Thanksmyson...Amanetsaahoo

Amanegottheplasticbowlashehandedherthe
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bathingset.Shelookedathim withaseriousface

andwalkedbackinthehousewhereshesatdown

andpressedherphone.Hebetternotbegettingany

ideas,hewasfineyesbutthatcareerwassucha

turnoff.Therewasnofutureinthat...totalwasteof

goodbodyandface.

Oldman:AmanebringthataxesothatBatsilecan

axethefirewoodbeforehegoes.

Batsilestoodupandheadedtothewoodbundle

foldinghissleeves,heneededhertohandhim the

axewhiletheywereintheprivacyofthedark...

Amanewalkedoverpressingherphoneanditrang

asshehandedhim theaxe.

Amane:(tothephone)Heybabe...I'm fine...Yeah..

Hegottheaxelookingatherandswallowed,he

didn'tevenunderstandwhyitstungbutyeahneh.
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Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawaytalkingtothe

phonethenhecarriedoncuttingthewood.He

gatheredthepiecesandcarriedthem backtothe

fireplacewhereheneatlypiledthem whileshe

remainedinsidethehouse.

Hedustedhishandsandlostthemotivationtoeven

sitaroundforlong,seeingmoreofherwouldhave

beenworthitbutshedidn'tlookhappytoseehim.

Hethoughthewasreadingherwrongearlierbutthis

timeshewasmuchmoreclear..

Batsile:(smiled)I'm gettingback

Oldman:Thanksforthevegetables..

Oldlady:Tankithengwanaka.

Batsile:Eemma,gosiame..

Heturnedandwalkedout...
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MeanwhileinsidethehouseAmanedisabledher

fakecallandsteppedouttojoinhergrandparents.

Sheclickedonfacebookcameacrossseveralposts

from herfriends,therewasthatfeelingagain...A

feelingoffailing...Afeelingofdepression...How

possibleisittogotoschoolandstillnotbenefit

anything.Nowshewasstuckinthefarm hidingfrom

everyone.Sheclickedonhermessages,2bridal

showersand3babyshowers,shesighed...She

didn'tevenhaveP1forasweetandshecouldonly

imaginethenegativitythatwouldcirculateifshe

didn'tcontribute...

Amane:(text)Higirl,nnammaidoubtI'llbeableto

contributebutI'llcomecontributebyworkingand

settingupthings.

Her:Ihavemothowadeco,whatineedisfriends

whowillsupportmebycontributing,those

contributionsareformyweddinggownbutifyou

don'twanttoit'sok.

Amane:Idon'thavemoney.
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Thefriendignoredhermessagethenshesighedand

clickedontheothermessage.Forsomereasonher

phonewasjustdepressingwithallthesefriends

needingmoney,knowingthem herjealousywouldbe

spreadthroughout.Shedidn'tevenknowwhyshe

hadfriends.Sheswitchedoffherandsighedforcing

thefooddownherthroat.

***

AtAmani'sHouse

ThenextmorningAmanegotupandmadeherbed

whilehergrandmothermadethefireoutside.She

lookedatherphone,itwasstilloffanditdidn't

botherheratall,forthefirsttimeshesleptinpeace

withitoff.Shewalkedouttyingherboxbraidsand

helpedclean...
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Granny:(laughed)Whatkindofawomanwakesup

at11am?Haeseletsatsilegotshubamarago?

Amane:Ihaven'tsleptpeacefullyinawhile...

Granny:Gofetchthewater,I'llhelpyoucooktoday.

Shegotthebucketsandwalkedtotherivercarrying

herscarf...

Attheriver...

MeanwhileBatsilesatonthebranchofthetree

hangingjustabovetheriverashewavedhisfoot

backandforthwhileKanakoranoutoftheriverand

ranalongthelogdivingintotheriver...

Batsile:Areyousureyou'llpass?

Kanako:(rubbedthewateroffhisface)Yeboskat!

Therratakwano...Come...Teachmebackstroke...I

wanttogoswim atUBandcompeteininternational



Iam

games.

Batsilesighedthenhestoodonthelogandtookoff

hisTshirtandpants,hefixedhisboxerbriefsand

divedintheriver...

***

MinuteslaterAmanewalkedbyholdingabucketof

waterheadingtothefetchingspot,atfirstitseemed

likeneighbourhoodkidsswimmingthenshe

recognisedhim ashewalkedoutoftheriver.She

foughtthejezebelinsideherfrom lookingathisdick,

imeanhewaswetandtheundiewouldobviously

sticktohisskinmakingiteasytoseethatwhole

thingbutnoshekeptherfacestraightandkept

walkinglikeshedidn'tseehim.

Batsile:Hey...
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Sheturnedaroundlookingathim ndthistimeher

eyeswentstraightforthatdickbuthehadblockedit

withaTshirt...thatchestwasn'tbadeither...Guess

allthatslaveringinthefarm waspayingoffonhis

physic...

Amane:Hi!

Shekeptgoingbuthesplashedherwithwaterfrom

behindandshejumpedturningaround.

Batsile:(laughed)IknowI'm notyourtype,but

sparingmeamomentwon'trubmypovertyonyou

Sherolledhereyessmilingandturnedaround

lookingathim...

Amane:(blushing)Yesmodisawadikgomo,what?
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Hislipscurvedashesmiledlookingather,okfine

sobesideshisemptypocketstheguyhadasmile,

maan!

Amane:(laughed)Icalledyouaherdboyandyou're

smiling?

Batsile:I'm smilingbecauseyougavemeyour

attention.

Amane:(smiled)Whatdoyouwant?

Batsile:Canyouswim?

Amane:Nnyaarra,Iam nottryingtodieinBororiver.

Batsile:Soyoucan'tswim?Comehere..

Amane:Nothankyou

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawaybuthegrabbed

herarm andtookthebucketawayfrom her.

Batsile:Comehere
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Amane:(laughed)Batsiletherrawenaidon'tknow

howtoswim andtherecouldbecrocodilesinthere..

Batsile:I'llfeedthem mybrotheriftheycome,you're

safewithme

Shetriedtorunbuthegrabbedherfrom behindas

shelaughed.Heputherdownandtiedherbraids

witharubberbandhehadonhiswristthenhepicked

herupasshehuggedhisbodywithherlegs...

Amane:(laughed)Wait...Wait...Batsileican'tswim

Batsile:Iwon'tletyougo...

Sheputherarmsaroundhisneckashewalkedin

therivercarryingher,shegaspedsmilingasherbutt

submergedinthewater.

Amane:(laughed)OhmyGodican'tbelievethis
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Hewalkedinuntilthewaterwasatchestthenheput

herdownbutshecouldn'tbalanceherselfinthe

waterandgrabbedhisnecktightly..

Batsile:(laughed)Letgoandstandonyourown..

Amane:(gasped)It'stoodeep..

Helaughedandturnedaroundputtingheronhis

backashewalkedtothewaistlevelwheretheyboth

satdownandlookedatoneanother...

Thesmileonhisfacegrewlarger,heknewshe

wasn'twearingabraandhecouldn'twaittoseethat

Tshirtstickingonher..

Amane:(laughedblushing)Whatareyousmilingat?

Batsile:(laughed)Nothing..
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Shesplashedhim withwaterandhesplashedher

back.Heswam overandpiggybackedherashe

swam aroundwithheronhisback...heswam tothe

nearestwaterliliesandcutoutthewhiteflowerthen

heswam tothewaistlevelandputherdown.He

lookedinhereyesandhandedittoher...

Batsile:Here...Thanksforthismoment

Shesmiledlookinginhiseyesastheysatinthe

waterwithonlytheirheadsout.Shesmelleditand

smiled.

Amane:Thanks..

Hegotitandstuckitonherhairandsighedputting

heronhisbagagain..

Batsile:Let'steachyouhowtoswim...Doyoutrust
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me?

Kanako:(laughed)Mothootaagonosadigo

Batsile:(laughed)Walelawena

Amane:(laughed)Idon'ttrustyouatallbutifyoukill

meyourbrotherismywitness...

Bantsi:(laughed)Letgoofme...Iwantyoutoswim

onyourown,I'llbesupportingyourchesttokeep

youabovethewater...Useyourlegsandfeet...

Shelaiddownandslowlyswam untilsheactually

startedgettingthehangofitashesupportedher

thenshegraspedandsmiledjumping.

Amane:Heydidyouseemeswimming?I'm a

professional!Come,putyourhandsunderagain...

I'm sogood!

Helaughedsupportingherassheswam...

*

*
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#2

Attheriver...

Hourspassedwhilethethreewereswimming,

Kanakowalkedoutofthewatershiveringand

grabbedhistowel.Hewipedhimselfandgotthe

bodylotionfrom thebackpack,afterfixinghimself

hegotdressedandwalkedtotheriverbankswith

hisflip-flops...

Kanako:(histeethknockingagainsteachother)I'm

goingtocook,swimmingmakesmehungry..

MeanwhileBatsileremainedfixatedonAmaneas

shecomfortablyplayedinthewaterfloatingherfeet

abovethewater,herlipsweregettingdarkandher

fingertipswereshrinkingturningintoraisinsbuthe
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knewtheminuteshesteppedoutofthewaterthe

funwouldcometoanend...

Kanako:Baits!?

Batsile:Eh,ok,shap

Kanako:Ibroughtyourtowel,esetseinthebag.

Kanakopausedlookingathim butbigbrotherwas

toobusytoevenhearhim,beshookhisheadand

walkedaway.

Meanwhilethingsgotalittleawkwardwithjustthem

inthewater,hestaredatheruntilshelaughed

uncomfortably.

Amane:What?

Batsile:(smiledadmiringher)Nothing..Let'sgetout

ofhere,you'regettingtoocold...Theyslowlyswam

towardstheriverbanksthenhegotupandheldher
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handhelpingherstand.Hesteppedoutandgotthe

towel..

Batsile:You'llhavetotakethoseoffsoicanwring

them dryotherwisewagotsamayaokolobile.

Amane:Ok..

Batsile:(Handedherthetowel)Wrapyourselfwith

thisandhandthem over.I'llturnaround..

HeturnedawaythenshetookoffherTshirtandskirt

andwrappedherselfwiththetowel.

Amane:I'm done..

Hegotherclothesandwalkedinthewaterthenhe

washedthemudoffandwingedthem dry,shookthe

thewrinklesoffandhungthem overtheshrubs

directlyunderthemiddaysun...
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Shewalkedtotheloglyingunderthethicktreesand

sattherewatchinghim.Heturnedaroundandputon

hisshortsthenhewalkedoverwithabottleofwater

andwashedthemudoffherfeetwhileshesat

there...

Shewatchedhishandsgentlywashherfeetand

betweenhertoesthenhewipedherfeetwithhis

Tshirt...

Batsile:Keetautw

Amane:Ng

Sheputherhandoverthetowelonhercheststill

sittingonthelogwithherfeethangingdown.

Hewalkedbackandsquattedinfrontofhergently

applyingbodylotiononherlegs,helookedather

andgentlyapplieduptoherkneesthenhepaused

beforegoingforherthighs...
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Batsile:(laughed)Olathiledithakonaare{didyou

loseyourshoes}

Amane:(laughedapplyingonherfaceandarms)you

kidnappedwhatareyoutalkingabout..

Theylaughedashewalkedtowherehewaspicking

herupthenhewalkedbackandsquattedputting

them onherfeet.Hehadbighandsandeverytime

hetouchedherfeetshefeltlikealittlegirl..

Whenhewasdonewithherhesatonthelogand

washedhisfeet,heappliedlotionandgotdressed

beforesittingnexttoheragain...

Batsile:(turnedhisheadlookinginhereyes)Thanks..

Amane:Forwhat?

Batsile:(smiledthoughtfully)Forswimmingwithme..

Amane:(smiled)Itwasworthit...
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Hefixedthefloweronherhairandsmiledlookingat

her...

Batsile:(sighed)So...Anysiblings?Iknowyou'rethe

onlychildfrom Obama

Amane:Mymothergotmarriedandfocusedonher

marriageandkids.Myfatherraisedme.

Batsile:Ok,andyouturnedoutgood.You'reachef.

Amane:(snorted)Youthinkachefissomething

good?

Batsile:What'swrongwiththat?

Amane:Mymother'schildrenaresuccessful,thereis

anaccountant,alawyerandtheotherisstudyingto

beadoctorandI'm justachefwithadegree.She

laughedatmewhenitoldheriwanttobeachef,

shestillfeelsiwasted4yearsintertiarylearning

howtocookwhenicanjustGoogle.

Batsile:Idon'tknowaboutthatbutsometimesa

degreealoneisnottheanswer...Theanswerisyou
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beingsmartenoughtomakemoneyfrom yourskill.

Doyouknowthatyoucanenduphiringan

accountantasachef?Imeansomeonewithabetter

courseworkingforyou.Ifyoucan'tfindajobthen

startoneforyourself...Achefcancaterforpeople

attheweddingsright?Butsinceyouhavenothing

youcanstartwithchildren'spartiesbecausethey

don'tneedalotoffood,it'sjustsnacksyoucan

prepare.Richpeoplearealwaysthrowingtheir

childrenparties..

Sheturnedherheadandlookedathim surprised,

impressed,fascinatedandjust...shesmiledand

lookeddownthoughtfullyasshewavedherfeet

backandforth...

Amane:Thanks,ididn'tthinkofthat...Sohowfardid

yougowithschool?

Batsile:Ididn'treallygothatfarwithschool...

Amane:Neosadirasenteinyourexams?
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Batsile:Iwasn'tafailingstudent,camefirstinmy

primaryexamsandgotanoverallAonmyform

threeexamsbutalothappenedsoonafterthat.I

don'twanttotalkaboutitnow,willtellyouanother

timebutihadtocomehereanddothisformy

uncle...Iwasachildandirespectedhim plusmybig

brotherswerealreadylookingafterthefarm,itwas

likeanorm...Ihaddreamsbut...(sighed)...It'salong

story..

Amane:Soyouhaveotherbrothers?

Batsile:Yeah,I'm the3rdborn...Ouroldestis

Basimane,BamethenmeandKanako.They'rein

prisonforstocktheft.

Amane:Whathappened?

Batsile:Myunclehadnotpaidusforsixmonthsso

ourbigbrothersoldoneofthecowstooneofthe

butchershops,Bamehelpedhim loadthecowbut

theygotcaughtinMaun.Myuncledidn'twanttolet

itgoandtheyweresenttojailbuttheywillbeout

soon.Totaitsnotliketheywerehardcorecriminals.

Wewerestarvingandouryoungestbrotherneeded
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money.Unclewasrefusingtopayforhisschooltrip

yethedidn'twanttoregisterKanakosothe

governmentcantakecareofhim.Hewasashamed

toletthegovernmenttakecareofhim yethewasn't

willingtodoit.Heisthekindthatlikesputtingupa

showforthepublic.Aftertheyweresentencedi

personallywenttothesocialworkerstogethim

registered5yearsbackthat'swheniaskedhim to

paymecauseatfirsthesaidhewasn'tpayingus

becausehewastakingcareofourbrother.Hedidn't

evenwanthim togotoschool,webeggedhim tolet

Kanakoattendschool.Totannamygoalisforhim

topassform 5.Iwasn'tgoingtolethim sufferthe

samefate.

Amane:(sighed)Wow,I'm speechless

Batsile:Butthegoalistogetaplot,raiseenough

moneytofenceitthengrowmyownandsupply

localshops.Iknowicanmarketmyproducts

better...

Amane:Doyouhavetheplot?

Batsile:Notyetbutithinkishouldjustgotosee
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kgosiandpersonallyaskhim.Iknownowadaysyou

can'tjuststartfencinganarea,youmustbe

allocatedbythelandlordbuttheytakeyearsilong

appliedforaploughingfieldsinceiwas18.

Amane:Iheardifit'sainheritanceyoucanchange

thenamessoifkgosigivesyouaspacesomewhere

you'llapplyforit.

Batsile:That'swhatI'm thinkingcauseihaveno

plansofstayinginthisplaceforever.Iwanttostay

wherethearedevelopmentsandliveinagood

house...IfI'm toeverhavechildreniwantthem to

comeattherighttimesotheycanliveabetterlife.

Morakagasebotshelo...

Shelookedathim andsmiledblushingthenshe

sighedfixedthetowel.Hegotdownandwalkedto

theshrubswherehegotherclothes..

Batsile:They'redry..

Amane:Ok,mpha
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Heslidtheskirtupherlegsthenshegotdownand

pulledthem up.

Batsile:SalaoaparaI'm goingtofetchyourwater

ibileamporekelebala.

Hepulledouthisjeansandwalkedtowardsher

bucketswhilesheturnedawayandputonhertop.

Shefoldedthetowelandpickedhisjeans,shesat

downandfoldedhisjeansthensheheldthem toher

chestsmiling.Hewalkedbackwithherwaterthen

shegotupandsighedputtinghisjeansdown..

Batsile:It'sOK,I'lltakeyouhalfway.Letmedressup.

Hewipedhisfeetandputonhisjeansandshoes

thenhezippedthebackpack,shecarrieditwhilehe

carriedbothbucketswitheacharm.

***
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Theyapproachedthegatewhereheputdownthe

bucketandlookedather,shesighedlookingbackat

him..

Batsile:Thanks...

Hesteppedoverandhuggedher,shehuggedhim

backandsighedinreliefrestinginhisarmsthenshe

steppedbackandsmiled..

Amane:(softly)Bye...

Hestaredatherlipsandlookedbackinhereyes

thenbackatherlipsandswallowed.Shelickedher

lipsandtuckedherbraidbehindherear...Heturned

lookingoutforhergrandparentsandswallowed

lookingatherlips.Acarapproachedthenthey

turnedlooking,herfacialexpressionchangedasthe

carstoppedinfrontofthem.Shefrownedand

foldedherarmsasthedriversteppedoutholdinga
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canofblacklabelandwalkedover,hegrabbedher

waistpullinghercloserbutshesighedandstepped

backscratchingherscalpasheshookBatsile's

hand...

Him:(smiledwithaslurredspeech)Otengswaare?

{Hello,howareyou}

Batsile:Aita...{hi}

Him:(toher)Whathappenedtoyourphone?

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheyallstood

there,Batsiletookadeepbreathandsteppedback...

Batsile:(toher)Ihavetogetback...(tohim)Brother

manshapakere?

Him:(fistbumped)Sure

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway...

Like,tagafriendandcomment.
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:

#3

AtAmane'sHouse..

Amanesighedandheldherwaistlookingbackatthe

housesjusttomakesurehergrandparentshadn't

seenthis...

Amane:Whatareyoudoinghere?Howdidyoueven

findme?Iwasn'tjokingidon'twanttobewithyou

Him:BabeItoldyouIstoppeddrinkingandI'llnever

laymyhandsonyou.Iwasdrunkthattime...I'm

donewithalcohol...Thisistheonlyoneitooktoday,

andonlybecauseyoudisappearedonmefora

month,blockingmeoneverythingandnottalkingto

me.Iwenttoyourworkandtheysaidyouwerefired

orsomething.

Amane:Youneedtoleave,andyouneedtorespect
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mygrandparents.Youcan'tcomeherewithalcohol,

it'sconsidereddisrespectful...NoteveryhomeisOK

withdrinking.Okasetemogaronaonole

Him:Mylove,mylovelisten...I'm notverydrunk...(he

threwawaythehalfcanofbeer)...andijustwanted

toseeyou...Ibroughtyouagift.

Hetookouthiswalletandhandedher2k..

Him:Icasheditallanddecidedtogiveittoyou

sinceyou'resayingI'm irresponsibleandthereisno

futurewithme.That'sallthat'sleftafterthe

deduction...iwon'tbetakinganyloanstoblowoff

either..I'm donetakingloansanddisappearingon

you....Iam admittingmywrongs.Iknowiwasn't

responsibleatallbutI'm donenow...

Amane:Idon'twantyourmoney,andyouneedto

leave.Tsamaya,ifyoudon'tleaveI'm callingmy

grandfatherandhewillshootyou,hehasashotgun,

onalethoboloyadihala.
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Him:Mylove,mylove,listen...Icamealltheway

becauseI'm stressedandiloveyou...Iam not

fightingyoueither...IswearI'llneverputmyhands

onyou...I'llbemoreromantic...Iknowallthethings

youcomplainedabout...I'llbemoreloving...Iknow

yousaiditsthelittlethingsthatmattertoyou...

Amane:I'm notinterestedinyourkindofromance..

Him:You'renotevenworkingandyou'rerejecting2K?

Whowasthatguyanyways?isheyourcousinor

hittingonyou?

Amane:Youneedtoleave.

Him:Iam willingtotakecareofyou,

Amane:I'venevertastedyourmoneysowhyshouldi

betempednow?Youhavenevergivenmetime,not

evenjusttohangwithmeorjustasimpleplaytime

withme,thatisn'texpensive...Justattentionhela...

Haveyoueverliftedmeup?Teachmehowtoswim

orevenwashmyfeet?

Him:Whythefuckshouldiwashyourfeet?Amaneo

tsayagorekesembeketesagago?
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Amane:Youneedtoleave,you'remissingthepoint...

Ijustneededyourattentionandlove,notyou

drinkingallthetimeandfightingme.

Him:I'vechanged,I'm notdrinkinganymore.That

canwasthelast...

Amane:Forthelasttimeyouneedtoleave,kareits

overandimeanit.Hadyoucomeyesterdaymaybei

wouldhavebelievedyourliesbutnowiknowthere

somethingbetterthanwhatyou'reoffering.Ithink

youshouldfindadrinkingwomansothatbothof

youcangooutonadrinkingspree.AsformeI'm

done.Takeyourmoney..

Sheplacedhismoneyonthebonnetofthecarthen

shepickedherbucketsandwalkedin.

Him:Tsamaya!Omasweanyways...Youwerebelow

mystandardtobeginwith.Lookatallthegirlsi

cheatedonyou...
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Sheputdownthebucketsandpickedastickthen

shewalkedback.Hequicklyjumpedinthecarand

closedthedoor...

Amane:Gotoyourgirlsthen,whatdoyouwantfrom

me?

Him:(rolleddownthewindowjustalittle)Ididn't

meanthat...You'refrustratingme....Let'sfixthis

Amane:Mxm

Sheclosedthegateandwalkedbackthenshe

pickedherbucketsandwalkedin.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LateronBatsilewalkedthroughthegatewhile

Kanakowaspoundingthemeatstandingbesides

thefire...
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Batsile:Isthatseswaa?

Kanako:Yeah,eishinevereatenoughinMaun.They

eatdiriceandbomixedveggiesandallthatkindof

thing.Gadikgorege...Whenicookpaptheydon't

eatandtheymakemecookagainsoijuststopped

cookingwhatiwantandcookwhattheylike.

Batsilepulledthechairandsatdownsighing...

Batsile:Ok

Kanako:Sowhoisshe?Sheisbeautiful

Batsile:(laughed)HernameisAmane...(lookedat

histowel)Bythewaythanksforthetowel.Itgave

mealittledignityoutthere,don'tknowwhatiwould

havedonewithherwithoutatowel.

Kanako:Sure.Iboughtitwiththemoneyyougave

melasttime..Iboughtitlastweekandkeptitwith

mecauseinoticedyourtowelisold.Whenarewe

goingtocheckontheguys?Ihaveafeelingtheir

toiletryisfinished.
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Batsile:Iplannedforustogotheretoday,finish

cooking,weshouldpassbythechief'shousetoo.

Kanako:Sure..

Thebrotherfinishedcookingashegotinthehouse

andsortedhisCV...

AtKgosi'sHouse...

Thebrotherswalkedthroughthegateandknocked

onthedoor,theoldmansteppedoutpickinghis

toothwithamatchstick...

Kgosi:(laughed)Ohkeditwinstsefour,lonalebahe

mogobone?Heibanabamosadibatshwanahela

kana...(pointedatBatsile)ThisoneisBatsile...The

hardworker..Andtheyoungestone...(snappedhis

fingerstryingtoremember)Botlhe?

Kanako:(laughed)Kanako
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Kgosi:OhBasimaneBameBatsilekanako,ithought

it'sBasimaneBameBatsileBotlhe...Iknowit'san

unforgettablesentence.Yourmotherlovedyouboys

doyourememberorwereyoutooyoungtosee?She

drunkalotbutshelovedyouboys.

Kanako:(laughed)Iwastooyoung,idon'tremember

much

Batsile:Irememberourtimestogetherbutnotthat

clear.BasiandBamearetheoneswhoarestill

heartbrokenbecausetheywereoldenoughto

understandwhatwasgoingon.

Kgosi:Wherearethey?Stillinprison?

Batsile:They'regettingoutthisweek..(sighed)chief

i...Ineedapieceofland...Idon'thavemoneybuti

havehands,ishowgratitudewithmanuallabour...if

youneedsomeonetofence,icanfenceorrenovate

yourkraals.Icanalsoworkwithwood...Icanbuild

youafarm housewithnothingbutgum polesand

planks...I'm alsogoodwithploughing...Kealema

helawithhorses.

Chief:Idon'tunderstand,yourmotherleftyouboysa
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largegarden,itwasyourgrandfather's..

Kanako:UncleisgivingusatoughtimeandBatsile

doesn'twanttofightforit.I'm justhappyBameis

comingout,hewillsorthim outreallygood.

Batsile:Shutup...(tothechief)Wearenotina

positiontofighthim becausewearenotstable...He

developeditanditwillalwaystaketimeforusfinda

commongroundbecausewecan'tobviouslythrow

him outwithhislivestockandvegetables.It'sgoing

tobealongcasebutidon'thavetime..I'vealready

wastedalotofyearsdoingnothing.Fornowineed

justasmalllandforagardensoicandomyown

thing...

Thechiefsighedthoughtfully,heknewhischildren

wouldmostdefinitelysellallthepiecesoflandhe

wassavingforthem,theyhadeachsoldtheirland

alreadydespitehiseffortstostopthem from selling

theirlandtoforeigners...KnowingBatsilehe'd

cherishandputthislandtogooduse...Andwho

knows,maybeonedayhe'dneedhishelp...
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Chief:Ihaveseveralspotsicanthinkofbuttheone

nexttotheriveristoosmall.

Batsile:Aslongasitsnexttotheriveritsperfect

becauseicangetageneratorandpumpwaterfrom

theriver...

Chief:Ok,letm getdressedandgoshowyouthe

cornerssoyoucanstartworkingonit

Batsile:Iwillworkonyourprojectsfirst.....thekraals

andthenthehouse..Icanbuilda2bedroom house.

Thosenicehousesyouseeinthemovies...Cabin

houses...

Chief:OhI'm justgivingyouforfreemyboy...At

leastyouwon'tsellittothewhiteslikemychildren

Batsilepausedlookingathim indisbelief,itwas

hardtobelieve...Actuallyitfeltlikeadream.

Batsile:Mahala?
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Chief:Yes,I'm tooold.Ketabekeikgagapella

lehatshegorengkakeaswaatleastomonana.We

needShorobetodevelopandbelikeMaun...

Batsileputhishandsoverhismouthstaringatthe

chiefindisbelief,Kanakoswallowedabiglumpand

thebrothershuggedputtingtheirforeheadstogether

beforeturningbacktothechiefshakinghishand...

Batsile:Thankyousomuch,iwon'tdisappointyou

Kgosi:Kematotaameabogologolo...Youjusthave

togetpapersandfillitupsowecanmakeitofficial.

Youmightevengetafunding.

Batsile:Thankyousomuch...Thankyou

Kanako:Thankyouverymuch

Chief:Don'tthankme,itsaverysmallpieceofland..

40by40.

Batsile:That'senough,that'sallineed...
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Theoldmanturnedandwalkedbackinthehouse,

thebrothersturnedandlookedatoneanotherin

disbeliefthentheybumpedshoulders..

Batsile:Ican'tbelieveitwasthateasy,ialways

thoughthe'dsaynoorgivemetherunaround.I

alwaysknewthisoldmanisgoodheartedbutthis?!

Kanako:(sarcastically)"Don'tcoverthejudgebyits

book."

Theylaughedandsighed,theoldmanunlockedhis

van,BatsilegotinthefrontwhileKanakojumpedin

theback....

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmanestoodbythefireplace

washingdishesonthetableandhangingthem over

thelogs...
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Foramomentherthoughtsdriftedbacktothat

momentattheriver,shesmiledblushingalmost

seeinghisface...Thesoundofhislaughter...Hehad

thiskindoflaughterthatmadeyoulaughtoo...

Sweetmanlyvoice...Sheblushedrelivingthe

momenthewashedherfeetandtheamountof

gentleness...Hewasobviouslyseducingher..The

wayhishandsoftlyslidalongherleg...Itwasfunny,

hehadverycleanhands...shortnailsandthesegood

lookingfingers...Hishandswereunbelievablygood

lookingforafarm boyandthatwholespeechabout

catering...Batsile....God!

Shepickedthelastbowlandwasheditthenshe

noticeditwasthebowlheusedthenightbeforeto

bringthem vegetables....Butno!Shecouldn'ttakeit

tohishouse,couldshe?Nooo...Itwouldmakeher

lookdesperate,he'dprobablythinksheisalittle

bčh...Shesighedhangingitoverthelogsthenshe

bentoverputtingmorewoodonthefire,sheknelt

downandblewovertosparkaflame!Shit,her
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complexion...Shecouldn'taffordtoruinitnow,she

gotupdustingherkneesandsteppedonaboxof

milkwhichshefoldedattheedgeandblewuntilshe

sparkedaflame.

Onceshewasdonewiththedishessheboiledthe

waterandwashedherface,shewalkedinthehouse

andopenedherbag...Theoneshelongignoredas

soonasshearrivedhere...Shetookouthermakeup

andapieceofthemirrorandfixedherself..She

styledherbraidsandsmiledlookingatherselfonthe

mirror...

Hourspassedwhileshecleanedoutsideandkept

glancingatthegatehopingandwaitingbutthere

wasnovisitor...Whatalongdayitwouldbe.

InMaunPrison...

MeanwhileBatsilesmiledandlookeddownasthe
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brotherslaughedathim...

Batsile:(sighed)butsheistakenso...Idon'tknow...

Bame:Isshemarried?

Batsile:Nobut-

Bame:Thensheisfree...

Batsile:Idon'twanttobethatguywhodoesn't

respectotherpeople'srelationshipsandhurtother

people.

Bame:Thatgirlisnotmarried,ifhewasserious

aboutherhewouldmarryher...hehasacar,which

meanshecanaffordmagadibuthechosetobuya

car...

Batsile:(laughed)Itsnotalwaysthateasy.

Bame:Womendatemeninordertodecideifyou'rea

husbandornot...theywouldn'tevendateyou

knowingyoudon'twantafuturewiththem.Infact....

It'stheguywhodecidesifhewantstobethe

husbandorjustsomerandom guy...hemustknow

heisontrialanddefinitelycompetingwithother
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people.Thecompetitionendswhenhetakesheroff

thedatingarena...Nomanhasawomanuntilhe

marriesher.

Basi:(laughed)Bonadon'tlistentothisfool,evenif

yougetthegirl...Youwouldn'taffordtomarryher

whichmeansitwouldbeOKforsomeoneelseto

takeher.Relationshipsareaboutloyaltynotvows.

Batsile:That'smypoint,whenit'sarelationship

boundariesapply,theringandvowsapplywhenit's

marriage.Iwouldexpecthertobefaithfultome

thoughihaven'tmarriedher...Kebataannawame

kele1,Idon'twantdramalestress

Bame:Ok,whatever...Lerataboperfectlona...Fine

let'sdothis,keeppushingifsherejectsyougood

butifshelet'syouin,fuckher...Ifshedoesn'tdecide

whoshewantsletherusethebothofyouuntilshe

isreadytopick,shewillpickthebestwhenshe

knowswhoiswho...

Basi:(lookedathim andfrowned)Whothehellgives

advicelikethat?Doyoujustsaythingswithout

thinking?
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Bame:Mrhaagodumelamoje,jaeewagagoo

tswemoboyfriendengyagagwe.Heisnoneofyour

business...Whenyou'rewithherenjoyyourmoment

becausedaemanwajaleenegahilwechance.You

don'thaveachoice,womenownus...Otaalesa

wagommonakaegapeothapangkomorakeng?

(theylaughed)Letheruseyouandchooseyouif

you'relucky,ifnotthentabeojelesengweatleast.

Goodguysfinishlast...don'tbegood,besavage,ga

ngwanyanaabuladiropepalamabecausekamoso

shemightchangehermind.Rememberthat!

Basiturnedlookingathim withafrownbetweenhis

eyebrows,Kanakoheldhislaughterinwithafist

overhismouthbuttheguardstandingbysnorted

lookingaway.

Batsile:(laughed)Keautwamr..

Bame:Don'tcometomecryinglikesomeoneiknow.

Basimane:(laughedandsmackedhim)Wanyela



Iam

Kanako:(laughed)Irememberthattime...Eishi

turnedintoDrPhilthewholenightkeneelaadvice

mmekesenagirlfriend.Iwasthebigbrother,right

nowketshababanyana,yeses!

TheycrackedlaughingatBasiasheshrunkhiseyes

glaringatthem...

Basi:(pointedatthem)Laswabathebanna...

Kanako:Hewasmakingmesendherlong

paragraphsinEnglish...Aregaabategokwala

Setswana

Batsile:(laughed)Don'tremindme,hewantedtouse

thewordpatronisebutuseditwrongandikept

tellinghim galetsenehoo,iendedupconstructinga

sentencewithpatroniseabeelegoneantogelangke

tsamaya...

Theycrackedlaughing...



Iam

Bame:AnywaysguyswhenileavehereI'm goingto

getadriverslicensesoIcanbeataxidriver.

Kanako:Youfailedtheorytest4times

Bame:Becauseyoulittleshitdiscouragedmefrom

memorisinganswersandtoldmetostudy.Thistime

I'm goingtousemyeffectivewayofmemorising

wordsandnumbers.

Batsile:Youcan'tpassifyoudon'tstudy,youcan

passthisifyourbrainiscapableofmemorisingall

thethingsyoualwaysmemorise.Thetrickistolearn

howtoreadthenyou'llunderstandeverything.

Bame:TheEnglishinbooksisconfusing...Ifidon't

passI'm goingtosavemoneyandbuyanswers.Ke

agorekamatshwao...IfeellikeI'llbeasuccessful

taxidriver.Thisguyfrom mycellhasabrotherwho

isataxidriver,henowhas2cars.Youdon'tneed

educationtobesuccessful

Kanako:Wenatotawhenitcomestocoinsnoone

cancheatyou...eveniftheypaywithP200noteyou'll

handthem therightchange.Englishisnotyour

friendbutmoneyisyourlanguage...Haiseatsholwe
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okagotsietsangkomading.

Bame:(smirked)Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Batsile:Plusheisaggressivejustliketaxidrivers

Basi:(laughed)He'dstickhisheadoutandinsult

slowdriverscallingouttheirprivates.

Thebrotherscrackedlaughingasheglaredatthem.

Timealwaysseemedtopassfasterwhentheywere

togetherandbeforetheyknewititwastimetogo.

Theyoungestbrothersturnedaroundandwalked

outwhiletheolderoneswentbackinsidechatting

theirwaybacktothecells...

Atthemall...

Lateron,theguyswalkedfrom theprisontotheold

mallchatting.Acarstoppedforthem thentheblack

labelguystuckhisheadout..
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Him:Exeh!

Batsile:Aita.

Him:KantenemonnaAmanekeengsagago?

Batsile:Wegrewuptogether,sheislikealittlesister

Him:Themonnaonthadilebualeene,iunderstand

whysheisangry...Iadmitiwaswrong...Icameto

tryworkingthingsoutbuteish...

Batsile:Wedon'ttalkaboutrelationshipsbutI'llask

herwhat'sgoingon.

Him:Givemeyournumber

Batsile:Idon'thaveaphone,wedon'thavephones.

Him:Ok,eish.Takemineandborrowaphoneafter

talkingtoher.

Hescribbledhisnumberandgaveittohim thenhe

droveoff.Kanokogotthepaperandthrewoff.

Kanako:Iwantadrink,ihaveP20.
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Batsile:Forthebus?

Kanako:Keextra

Batsile:IhaveP80extra,givemeP20I'llbuyyoua

drinkifthereischange.I'm buyingsomethingfor

someone.

Kanako:ObechakaP20wame?Busamr!

Batsile:Siakoo,you'lldrinkfreshmilkatthefarm

Kanako:(laughedtryingtosnatch)I'm notacat,i

don'tdrinkmilk

Batsile:(laughedshovingitinhispocket)Siakoo...

Let'sgoinsideomphediidea.Iwanttogocamping

withheratmynewplotifsheagrees..

Kanako:Buybatteriesforthetorch

Batsile:Thereisarechargeable,ichargewiththe

generator.

Kanako:Ok...Definitelynicefoodthen,farm foodis

boring.Itsmeatandmilkthroughout.

Batsile:Yeah...
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Theywalkedintheshop...

Atthefarm...

LateratduskAmanelazilywalkedtowardthe

chickencoopandspreadthesorghum around,the

chickenshurriedoverandbeguneatingbefore

jumpingonthetreebrancheswhileothersgotback

insidethecoop...

Sheclosedthegateandjoinedhergrandparentsby

thefireplacewheretheychattedwhiletheradio

played.

AssoonasMatimelaprogram startedtheoldman

gottheradioandwalkedinthehousetogolisten...

Amaneandhergrandmotherputoutthefireand

headedtobed...
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Amane:Goodnight

Her:Goodnight...

Shewalkedinthehutandlockedwiththedoor

shooter,shepulledoutherdressandandsatonthe

noisybedthenheleanedoverandblewoffthe

paraffinlamp...Shelaiddownhuggingherpillowand

closedhereyesgoingbacktothatriversceneand

thewayhepickedherup,playfullyinsistedonher

gettinginthewater,hislaughterandvoice...Andat

ruinedmomentatthegatethentherewasafeint

knockonthedoor...Sosoftshewasn'tevensureit

wasaknock.Shepausedthinkingandlistened...It

wasdefinitelyaknock...Probablywithknockingwith

twofinger...

Amane:Omang?

Batsile:(lowvoice)It'sme...

Shegotupandputonherdressthensheopenedthe
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door...

Batsile:Hey..

Amane:Hi...

Batsile:Canyoucomewithme...Wearegoingfor

camping..

Amane:Atthistime?

Batsile:(smiled)Yeah...

Hetookoffhissweaterandputitaroundher

shoulderthensheslippedherfeetinhershoesand

closedthedoor.Theywalkedtothegatewithout

alarmingthegrandparents,atthegatehejumpedon

thehorseandfixedasoftblanketonthesailthenhe

tookherhandandpulledherup..

She'dneverbeenonahorseanditwashighashell,

underthemoonlightthetwoofthem begunchatting

asthehorsewalkedaway...
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Amane:(laughed)Whatifmygrandmotherknocks

onmydoor?

Batsile:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere..

Imissedyoutoday...Funnyright?

Amane:(laughedatthemutualfeeling)Yeah...

Batsile:Shem,ovulnerablegore,I'm gladyoutrust

meenoughtocomewithmeatnight.

Shelaughedasheheldtheropeswhiletheother

handhuggedherkeepinghersafeinfrontofhim.

Notfarfrom therivershecouldseeaflame,they

arrivedatthefireandthehorsestoppedasshe

lookedatthebrowntent..Hejumpeddownand

grabbedherwaistgettingherdown...

Batsile:Come...
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Heheldherhandastheywalkedpastthefireandto

thebigtent.Heunlockedthepadlockandunzipped

thetent,shetookoffhershoesandsteppedonthe

blanketinsidethenshesatonthemattresslooking

atthesnacksinabowlrightonthebed.Asmall

radiowasplayingclassichitsatthecornerandshe

sighedsmiling...

Hegotinandzippedupthetentthenheunzipped

theroofcoverlettinginthebrightmoonlightwhilea

rechargeablelampsatatthecornerseemed

unnecessary.Heswitcheditofftoletthemoondim

thewholetentashelookedinhereyes...

Batsile:Hey...

She'dneverbeenonanythinglikethisbefore,itwas

sosimpleyetsobeautiful..Shelookedathim

tearfullyandrubbedhereyes..
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Batsile:(laughed)comehere...Sorryautw

Hehuggedherasshesniffledsmilingemotionally,

herubbedhereyesandtouchedhercheeklookingin

hereyesbeforeslowlyleaninginforakissheplaced

onhercheekassheclosedhereyesholdinghis

strongbicep...

Batsile:Iwantedyoutobethefirstpersontosleep

inourfarm...

Amane:(gasped)Thechiefagreed?

Hesmilednoddingthenshejumpedputtingher

armsoverhisshouldersastheyhuggedandflipped

down,heputthesnackbowlasidewhileontopof

herthenhereachedforhercheekandslowlykissed

herassheclosedhereyeswithherhandoverthe

backofhisneck..Hetiltedhisheadkissingherhis

handcaressingherthigh.Litbythemoon,ashadow

walkedpassedthetent,thentherewassniffingand
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pawscratchingatthedoor,theypausedkissingand

looked...Heturnedbackatherandputhisfinger

overherlipsshushingher,hekissedherlipsandlips

andreachedforshotgununderthemattress..

Amane:(whispered)Wait.

Batsile:(whispered)Shh...

Heloadeditandunzippedthetentthenhestepped

out....

*

*

*

*
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#4

AtBatsile'splot...

Amane'sheartpoundedasshewaitedinsidethe

tentlistening,shecouldseehisshadowwalking

slowlybehindthetentwithagunpointeddown...

Althoughthemoonilluminatedeverythingitwas

quitedarkinthetreesandthesetreeswerehuge,

nowthattherewassilenceeventhefrogsintheriver

haddeepvoicesandthecricketsirritatedherearsas

sheswallowed,therewasaloudshotthenfootsteps

butshecouldn'tmove...Hesaidtostayputsoshe

swallowedwithherheartbeatingsofastshecould

hearit...

Apartofherwantedtocallouthisnametomake
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surehewasOKbutthenshecouldn'tblowhiscover

orwhateverhewasdoing...Whatwasheevendoing

withagun?Thismanwouldkillherifshepissedhim

off.Leavescrackedunderfootstepsthenhe

unzippedthetentandthrewdownafox....

Batsile:Ibeenlookingforthisguyforamonthnow...

Itateonekidamonthback

Amane:Akid?!

Batsile:Akidisababygoat.

Amane:(laughed)Ohyeah,ofcourse...

Shesteppedoutintohershoesandzippedthetent

lookingatthebleedingfox,hehadshotitrighton

thehead..Shefoldedherarmslookingathim ashe

puttheguninsidethetentandhuggedherfrom

behind...God,hesmelledsogoodandhischestwas

warm...

Amane:Whydidyoubringagun?
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Batsile:Thisisnexttotheriver,allkindsofanimals

comedrinkwaterandtheymightwonderoffandend

uphere...Sometimesanimalsescapefrom the

gamereserveandcomehere...Ishouldbeina

positiontodefendus...(leanedonherneck)Tabe

keseseriousifketakamosadimosekgwengkese

readygomoprotector...

Shelaughedasheturnedheraroundandsoftly

kissedherwhiletheystoodnexttothebonfire.He

pausedandsighedlookinginhereyes...

Batsile:Thanksforcoming...

Shesmiledblushingthenhekissedhercheekand

pickedthedeadfox...

Batsile:Letmehangthisoverthattreebeforeit

attractssomethingelse...
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Shestoodbywatchinghim walkintothedarktrees

wherehehungitandcamebackdustinghishands.

Shegotabottleofwaterinsideandwashedhis

handsthentheystoodbythefirewhilehehugged

herfrom thebehindkissingherneck.....

Ineachothersarmstheybothwatchedthefire

sparkssputandsizzleoutoftheorangeflamewhile

theystoodthereenjoyingthefeelofjustholdingone

another...

Batsile:Ibroughtyoufruits...Butiwantyoutoeat

somethingelsefirst...Sitdown...

Hepulledalogoverthenshesatdown,hewentinto

thetentandcamebackwithhissweaterandanice

cream container...Heputthesweateraroundher

shouldersandsquattedbythefireopeningthe

container...
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Tohersurpriseitwasn'tice-cream butredmeat

smotheredinmarinate,hewashedhishandsand

stuckthepiecesofmeatintoalongwirethathada

woodenhandle...

Batsile:Ojanamaebesitsweng?

Amane:I'veneverhaditbutitlookslikeitwillbe

delicious..

Batsile:(smiled)Achefwhohasneverhadreal

barbecue...Ok

Theylaughedasherubbedoilandspiceoverthe

steakbeforepokingitintothetongandbegun

grillingittheoldfashionedway...Thatnatural

barbecuesmellroseasthesteakstartedwhooshing

andpoppingappealingamouthwateringaroma.

Amane:(swallowed)letmetaste

Batsile:(laughed)Ngwanawamotsetsanagaa

inole...{Girlsdon'tdothat,behave}
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Shesighedwhiningasheplacedthebarbecuedon

thelidthenhewalkedtothetentandcleanedaround

thefire...Shepickedthecontainerandstoodupto

helphim clearupeverything..

Batsile:Idon'twantyoutouchinganythingcause

you'llhavetowashyourhandsbutthewateriscold.

BesidesI'm thecheftonight..

Amane:Ok...

Hewashedhishandsandtheygotbackinthetent,

hesatonthemattresstakingoffhisTshirtand

crawledoverkissingherthenhehelpedtakeoffher

top..

Batsile:Takethisofforelsethebedwillbesmelling

smoke....



Iam

HedroppedherTshirtandsnuckhishandbehindher

backpoppingherbraashekissedherlayingheron

herback,hepausedkissingherandleanedback

kneelingbetweenherlegstracinghishandsoverher

ribsgoingdownherwaist,hehookedhisfingers

overtheelasticbandofherskirtandgentlypulledit

out...Therewego,thosebeautifulpantiesonher...

Fuck!

Hedroppedherskirtbehindhim andwentforher

lipskissingherasthesmokysteakcooleddown

besidesthem.Hekissedherneckandgently

caressedherbreastswhilehearchedhisback

rubbinghishardonher...

Nowshewasn'tsureifsheknewhowtokiss...He

kissedhersoftlytouchinghersomuchsoshewet

herpantiesandgotswollenthrobbing,themorehe

rubbedhimselfonherbreathingoverherneckthe

deepershefellmoaningmovingherwaisttomeet

him halfway,theirrubbingspeedincreasedtogether
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withthemoaning,hekissedherwhilerockinghis

waistoverher..Theurgetojustpushherpanties

asideandslipinsidedoubledasheclosedhiseyes

andgruntedfightingtocontrolhimselfthenhe

stoppedandcaughthisbreathassheclosedher

legspossessedbythirst...Herclitthrobbedsobad

shecouldn'tstopcrossingherlegsrubbingher

pussylipstogether...

Amane:(whispered)Mmmh....Don'tstop

Heleanedoverandkissedhercalmingherdownas

hewhisperedinherear..

Batsile:Idon'twanttostopbutiforgotthecondoms

andican'taffordababy...Ketshabagoimisasantse

diplantsamedisawelasentemolaeneng.{my

worstfearisgettingsomeonepregnantwhileI'm

stillputtingmyselftogether}
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Shesmiledlookingathim thenhekissedhersliding

hishandinsideherpanties,shegaspedasheslid

twofingers...

Batsile:(grunted)Fuc!Godiwishicouldbeinside

you...

Hekissedherandflickedherastheirbreathing

increaseduntilshespasmed.Heclosedherlegs

tightlytogetherandslidhisweaponinbetweenthe

thighsandkissedherwhileherammedthatuntilhe

twitchedandstrokedthatbigboykneelingover,the

firstshotlandedonherfaceandsheputherhand

over,hepulledherhandawayfrom herfaceand

strokedhimselfshootingnearherchin...Sherelaxed

lookingupathim ashepulledherchinupand

movedcloser...Herubbedhismushroom headover

hercheeklookingrightinhereyesashisheavy

breathingwentdown...Hewhippedhercheekwith

hisheavymeat,sheflinchedbuteventuallyturned

herheadkissingitsheadbeforelookingupathim..
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HesighedrelievedandpickedhisTshirtrubbingher

cleanandkissedherforehead.HewethisTshirt

withwaterandwipedherthoroughly...

Batsile:Tsogaojesantsedilebothito..

Shegotupandsighedsittingup,shepickedthefirst

pieceandtookabite,herteethsunkrightintothat

delicioussteakasthespicesandtheoilblessedher

tastebuds...Shesuckedhersaltyfingertipsand

pickedanotheroneashetookoutthefruitsand

joinedherastheyate....

Aftereatingthetwolaidontheirbacklookingupthe

moonthroughthetentnetatthetop,theychatted

gigglingputtinglegsoveroneanother,Batsilesmiled

admiringherasshetalkedthenhekissedherand

gentlycaressedhercheekwhilequietlylistening.

Amaneeventuallygotupandsatonhisstomachas
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hechatted,sheplayfullyrubbedhischestandlaid

downputtingherheadonhischestashecovered

herwithhisarm pullingheroverforaforehead

kiss....

Amane:(laughedlyingherheadonhisshoulder)I

can'tbelieveotshabagoimisa..

Batsile:(laughedandputherhandonhischest)I

don'twanttobeinasituationwheremywoman

needsthingsandpeoplecontribute.I'm poorbutI'm

notstupid...Iwon'tmakeababywhenI'm poor.Even

ifittakes10yearsI'llwait..

Amane:(smiled)Ilikethat...

Batsile:Thisismyplan...WeshouldgotoMaun,well

ishouldgotoMaunandfindajob...Getenough

moneytofenceandstartaproject.Oncethemoney

startsgettinginyoubuyyourcateringequipment

andstartserving.Ifwesaveenoughmoneywecan

evengetacaranduseittorunbothbusinesses...

Amane:Soundsgreat
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Batsile:Aslongaswedon'taddtheexpenseofa

childwecandothis...Ihaveseveralideasinmy

headandiknowitsoundscrazybutiwantustolive

inasuburb.Idon'tevenknowhoworwhenbutI've

justmadethatmygoal.Iwanttostayinagood

neighbourhoodandmakemoneyeffortlessly.Gake

bategodumelagoremadiadirwakebathobaba

tsenyengsekolohelabecauseifitwaslikethatall

governmentemployeeswouldberichbutsomeof

them havenothing.Itsallaboutplanningandusing

moneywisely...

Amane:Ibilei'm thinkingoffindinganyjobtosave

formyequipmenttoo,I'm donefeelingsorryfor

myself...I'm gladicamehereketagoswabela

kwanobecauseimetyoubutnowIthinkI'm ready

togoback.Iknowwareyoudon'thave

accommodationinMaunbutmyfather'soneroom

isinMaun...Koorehelaihadgivenpeoplethe

impressionthatI'm richandallbyrentingabigger

housesoIwasembarrassedtodowngradetoaone

room.Itookthefurnitureihadandfilleditintheone

room andcametohide...Let'sgojobhuntingin
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Maun.I'm surewecanfindsomething..Unless

you'renotcomfortableleavingyouruncle'scattle

alone.

Batsile:I'llcallhim andtellhim tofindaherdboy

causennakeagobatatirokoMaun.Hewillfind

someone...Kanakowillgoforaboardingschoolif

hekickshim out.

Amane:(smiled)Waitsoit'sfinalwearegoingto

Mauntomorrow?

Batsile:Yeah...

Amane:Waitsyoujustmotivatedmeidon'teven

mindboshopassistantorahousehelper.

Batsile:Wewillseehowitgoes...Onestepatatime..

Amane:Andthatstepwastodaywhenyougotthe

land...I'm sohappyforyou

Hekissedherastheycontinuedchattinguntilthey

dozedoffforthenight...

*
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*

*
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#5

Inthetent...

Thenextmorning,whilestillasleepaconstantthud

driftedheroffthepeacefulsleepassheturnedher

headandtriedtogetsomesleep,buthissideofthe

bedwascold,thecrackingofatreebranchstartled

herandshegotuprubbinghereyes....

Sheyawnedputtingonhertopandgrabbedhis

sweater,shesteppedoutandlookedatthisareafor

thefirsttimeduringtheday...Hehadcutdowna

coupleoftreesdownandshecouldseetheriver

from whereshewasstanding...

Shewalkedovertohim whilehewasaxingthetree

trunk...
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Shestoodafewmetresawayfrom him andfolded

herarmsadmiringhim,hewasshirtlessinblue

jeansandblacksafetyboots...Hepausedaxingand

pinneddowntheaxelookingatherashecaughthis

breath,hischestwasmistyandnowsheunderstood

whyhisbodylookedlikethat...Hewalkedoverand

grabbedhisTshirtfrom ahangingbranch,hewiped

hisfaceandneckashewalkedoverholdingthe

axe...

Amane:Goodmorning...

Batsile:(kissedher)Morning...Sorryileftyoualone.

Iwakeupveryearlyinthemorningandididn'twant

todisturbyou...(sighedlookingaround)Iwantedto

cuttheseandopenupsomespace...

Amane:Thisplaceisverybeautiful...

Batsile:Yeah...

Amane:Ihavetogetbackandtalktogrannyabout

goingbacktoMaun.Wearestillonaboutitright?
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Batsile:Yeah,todayI'lljustbeopeningupspaces

andputtingdefiningcorners.

Amane:Ok...

Heputdowntheaxeandgrabbedherhandasthey

headedtothefireplace..

Batsile:Come...Iboiledthewaterinabucketsoyou

canbathbeforeyougo.Refillitafterbathingnteke

thapelenna

Amane:Bathingka8phakela?

Batsile:(laughed)Whattimedoyoubath?

Amane:(laughed)Well,Iwashmyfaceinthe

morningthenijustworkaroundtheyard,cleanand

putthepotsonthefiresowhentheystartboiling

that'swhenibath.Sometimesibathintheafternoon

becauseI'm theonlyonewhofetcheswater

Batsile:(laughed)NexttimeI'llkeepbringingwater

withacartsoyoudon'tcollectbyheadanymore...I

sweatalotsoIhavetobathespeciallyafterworking
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likethis.Gakebategonkgajaakamosimanewa

moraka

Amane:(crackedlaughing)Bankgajang,waitseo

makgakgawena

Batsile:Mmekanarealistically,whenyoustayinthe

farm you'resupposedtobethecleanestperson

becauseyou'reyourownbossbutstresshelasa

farm iswhatdiscouragesalotofpeoplehere.

Amane:(laughed)Icanrelatebecauseihaven'tran

aneyebrowpencilonmyfacesinceIarrived.Ke

itshasitsemaabanehelabecauseiwantedcharm

thisotherherdboy...

Shelaughedrunningawayashegrabbedherbehind

andjerkedherupastheylaughedtheirwaytothe

fire.HepouredthewaterintoaDUYshowerbucket

andhungitoverthetallesttreewhileshelookedat

it...

Amane:Wheredidyougetthis?
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Batsile:Imadeit...gakerategonnantsekekgonake

gametsikanakennatalamosekoteleng,mybodyis

toobigforsekotele..

Shesmiledwalkingoverandtouchedtheplastic

showerheadhangingfrom thebucket...

Amane:(laughed)Heeh,waitsewenaocreative...

Nowican'twaittoseewhatyou'lldowiththese

place..

Batsile:Letmegogetthebag.Ibroughtallthese

whileyouweresleeping.Iswearonedayyou'llwake

upandfindoutthattheplanethasmovedandyou're

theonlyoneleft.

Amane:(laughed)Youweresneakingaroundthat's

whyicouldn'thearyou.

Hehandedherhiswashingragandsoapthenshe

tookashowerwhilehepulledthebranchesoutof



Iam

theway.Onceshewasdone,heputthesaddleover

thehorse'sbackandasoftblanketforherbefore

grabbingherhandpullingherup,shesatonthefront

asthehorsewalkedhome...

Batsile:Thelastbusleavesat4pm,doyouthink

you'llbereadybythen?

Amane:Yeah...I'm goingtogetreadybutihaveto

fetchwaterforgrannybeforeleaving.

Batsile:Kanakoandiwillbringwaterwithahorse

cart.Justtakeoutthewaterdrumsandallthe

containerssowecanfillthem up.

Amane:Ok..

Minuteslaterhestoppedashortdistancefrom

homethenhegotdownandgrabbedherhelpingher

downthehorse.Theyhuggedforaboutfiveminutes

justholdingeachotherandkissed.

Batsile:Seeyoulater...
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Amane:Bye

Hekissedherandsmiledlookingatherasshe

walkedaway,heputhishandsinthepocketsand

watchedherassheturnedbacklookingathim,they

laughedatoneanother...Shewavedathim blushing

andhesmiledthenhejumpedbackonthehorseand

rodeoff....

AtMaunprison...

LaterthatafternoonBasimaneandBamewalkedout

holdingsomepapersastheycrossedtheroad..

Twoladieswalkedpastgoingintotheopposite

directionasBameturnedandwalkedbackwards

lookingattheirroadasses...

Bame:EishMaunispackedwaitse...Idon'tthinkI'm
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meantforthefarm...,oneofth3ladiesturnedback

andlaughedathim.Helaughedbackandwaved

beforeturningaroundwalkingproperly...

Basimane:IfihadaccommodationinMaunI'dstay

hereandfindajob.Theproblem withtheserelatives

bauselessandtheyassumeeveryonewhostaysat

thefarm isathief.

Bame:I'm notgoingbacktothefarm...I'm goinginto

themalltofindajob?

Basi:Where?

Bame:I'm goingtojointheZim spot,thereisaspot

nexttoShopritewhereZimbabweanslookingfor

piecejobsstandandwaitforpeopleseekingmanual

labourers.Somepeoplejuststopthereandpick5

guystodigortooffloadsomething,yougetpaid

immediatelyafterdoingyourjob.

Basi:Andifyoudon'tgetapiecejobtodaywherewill

yousleep?

Bame:KemonnaketaiphabothalebutI'm notgoing
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tobeaherdboyanymore...Evenherdboysare

betterbecausetheygetpaid.Wearenothingbut

slavesinourmother'sfarm.AndI'm notdonewith

youruncle...Keagopegacase,wearetakingour

farm anddivingitinto4.IknowBaitisavoidinga

confrontationlewenaekareotshabamalomebut

nnamdalawalonaketilegohelelakemoshimegile

ifhestillwantstofightforourfarm.

Basi:Ifatallyourespectmeasyourbigbrother

you'llnotconfrontthismannow,especiallywhen

you'reangry.Don'triskgoingtoprison.Nnake

tshwarabus...

Bame:Ok,youcangotothebusrank,I'm goingto

thatspot.

Basitookoutthebusfeeandhandedhim hisshare

ofP50.

Basi:Shap,

Bame:Sure..
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Basiheadedtothebusrankwhilehecrossedthe

roadtothepiecejobspot.Hewalkedpastaparking

lotforthetaxidrivers,thiswashispassion...Having

acartomovearoundandmakingmoneywhilejust

driving...Hewasn'tsurehowhe'dpassthetestbut

hewasgoingtoevenifittookmemorisingthewhole

book.

Heapproachedthespotwhereagroupofguysand

afewdecentlydressedwomenstood.Hepassed

theladiesandnexttotheguyswhowerechattingin

Shona...Hetookouthistheorybookandbegun

reading,butthenhenoticedthatpeopledisappeared

aroundhim untiltherewasoneguyleaningagainst

thewall.Helookedaroundandcouldn'tfindnoteven

oneperson..

Bame:Wheredideveryonego?

Him:(laughed)Theythinkyou'reapoliceofficer

spyingaroundforpeoplewithoutapassport.
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Bame:I'm notapoliceofficer

Him:Icanseethat...

Bame:(offended)Whatdoyoumean?

Him:(laughed)Iknowapolicemanwheniseeone,o

risweriswetota,hawatapamili,diapharodiriswe...

mrwenamybrotherhaoliphodisi.{You'reveryvery

dirty,toodirtytobeanythingserious}.You'rejust

lookingforajoblikeme,theyjustdon'twantto

believealocalcanstandhereforapiecejob.

Bame'smouthdroppedashelookedathim...very

offendingbutthataccentmadeithardtokeepa

straightface...

Bame:Ibathed,ok?

Hestoodupandlookedathimselfastheman

laughedathim andshookhishead.
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Him:Hawatapamili{Youdidn'tevenbaththis

morning}

Bamecrackedlaughingandtriedtohithim withthe

book,theguylaughedsteppingbackastheylaughed.

Bame:Fine,ididn'tbath...Butonlybecauseyoucan't

justbathinprison.Therearebigguysintherewho

likebuttockssoiavoidedabath.

Him:(laughed)Itoldyouyoudidn'tbath..

Bame:(laughed)Whatever,mynameisBame

Him:I'm Simba,whatareyoureading?

Bame:I'm tryingtogetalicencebutikeepfailing.

Him:Bringletmehelpyou,I'llexplaintheanswers

firstsoyouunderstandtheconcept,don'tmemorise

becauseoncethetestcomesalltheanswerslook

thesame.

Bame:Youcanread?

Simba:Tisamonna,whatdoyoutakemefor?Ihave
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certificateinIT

Bame:Kanteocrackjaana,helpmegetthisthe

monna..

Simba:(laughedandsnatchedthebook)bring,but

kaonyedisaifyouactdumb.

Bame:(laughed)Otshegakannanemonna..

Simbagotthebookandreadthem outloudforhim

andthenexplainedinsimplerEnglish.Afterseveral

pageshewentbackandaskedhim questions...

Acarstoppedandawhitemanstuckhisheadout

withhisdoginthepassengerseat,theguysstood

upandwalkedover...

Him:Ineedtwoguystoloadfurnituretotheauction

sale,beforeandafter.

Theguysjumpedinthebackofthevanthenhe
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droveoffwhileSimbacontinuedteachinghim.

Minuteslaterthemandrovethroughthegateand

parkedinfrontofthegarage..

Him:Thisisthelastdayoftheauctionsoitsnota

lot...Pickallthoseandputthem inside..

BamelookedatSimbaunsurewhathejustheard,

whitepeople'sEnglishwastotallyinaudibletohim

andheheardcompletelynothing...

Simba:Ok,noproblem sir(toBame)Aritsenye,diya

auctionsale...

Theguysloadedeverythingintothevanandsighed

lookingatthebedandcouchleaningagainstthe

tree...
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Him:Leavethose,they'rebroken.I'm goingto

discardthem.

Simba:Canwehavethem?

Him:Sure,youcanhavealookatthoseonesover

there...Wearegettingridofeverything.Weare

leavingforLondononFriday.

Simba:Ok,noproblem

Bame:Thankyou...(whispered)I'm startingtohear,i

understandwhenhespeaksslowly

Simba:(laughed)OK...Sowheredoyoustay?

Bame:Idon'thaveahouse,wheredoyoustay?

Simba:Isleepallover,iusebarbarshops...these

oneswithgreenshade.Ijustwalkarounduntilits

lateatnightthenigoinoneofthebarbershopsand

sleepthenleavearound5.Ihidemyblanket

whereverican.Iwasstayingwithagroupofguys

untilirealisedtheybreakintopeople'shousesand

steal.I'm notathiefI'm justaboarderjumper,I

cameheretomakemoneyformysonnottosteal

andterrorisepeopleintheircountry.
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Bame:Eish...Kanaidon'thaveahouse

Simba:Howdoyounothaveahouse?Neole

lenandompiolemunye?

Bameheldhiswaistlaughingdefeated..

Bame:Wenathemonnawantwaela...Wehaveto

findahouse

Simba:IhaveP200sofarbutican'tfindahouse

becauseidon'thaveapassportandlocalslike

callingthepolice.

Bame:IhaveP50,acheaponeroom isP500with

electricity,ifthereisnoelectricityconnectedits

aboutP400soI'lltopitafterwegetpaidherethen

wefindaroom.

Simba:Ok...

Theguysloadedmorethingsandgotinthecarthen

thewhitemandroveoff....
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Atthefarm...

Basimanewalkedinthroughthegatelookingatthe

farm,hismother'smemoriesranthroughhismind...

Howshewouldpointoutthewaytheyshoulddivide

thefarm into4equalpieces...Sherepeatedlyasked

forthem nottobethetypethatsellslandtothe

whites...

Walkinginhereprovedtobethemostdepressing

thing,itwasn'tenoughthathedroppedoutofschool

buthisclassmatesbeingawardenscratchedthat

oldscarbruisedhim further...

Itseemedtherewasnoonehome,hesatonthe

stoopandgotlostinthoughts...Hestilldidn'tknow

whattodotomakemoney...Hecouldn'tthinkofa

singlethingtodoandthiswasthemosthurtfulthing.

Nowhewonderedifindeedhewasdull,howcome

hecouldn'tthinkorhaveanygoal....Washisbrainso

programmedintobeingaherdboysomuchhe
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couldn'tthinkofanythingelse...

Hisbrothersapproachedinhorsesthenhestoodup

andsmiledastheystoppedandhoppeddown.The

brothershuggedandbumpedshoulders...

Batsile:Youdon'tlookbad

Kanako:Helooksbad,helostweightandhehas

afro.Stopsugar-coatingthings.

Batsile:I'llshaveyouwithamachinebeforegoing.

Basi:Whereareyougoing?

Batsile:I'm goingtoMauntofindajob,whereis

Bame?

Basi:Herefusedtocome,hesaysheisdonebeinga

herdboy

Kanako:(punchedtheair)Yes!Whentheschools

closehim andiwillbehustlingretshwaradipiece

job.Akenapassionyagonnaslavesagamalome

nna...
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Batsile:Let'sgowagobonamyplot,I'm movingout...

OnceimakeenoughmoneyinMaunI'llbestartinga

project.Youcanstaytheretemporarily

Basi:Ok,I'llfenceitwiththelogsinthemeantime..

Batsile:Yeah...

Basi:Letmeshower,wedidn'tbathproperlyinthere.

Batsile:Theshowerisattheplot,tsayadiaparohela..

Hegothisclothesthentheyleft...

Attheauctionsale...

Attheendofthedaytheguyspickedthetrashand

cleanedtheareawhilethewhitecoupleandtheir

childrenstoodundertheshadecountingthe

remainingthings...

Thewhitemancalledthem overandpaidthem...
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Theguyscountedtheirmoney,theyhadnoteven

discussedthepaymentoutoffearofhim changing

hismind...TheyeachcountedtoP400each...

Doublewhattheywerehopingforespeciallyafter

beinggivenabedandacouch..

Bame:Thankyoualot

Simba:It'sthankyouverymuchalotkiianong,ago

nyalane.

Bame:(smacked)YouspeakbrokenSetswanabuti

don'tlaugh

Simba:You'renotspeakingbrokenEnglishmyfriend

you'remurderingEnglish,you'rebutcheringit...

You'reslighteringtheEnglish.

Thewhitecouplelaughedatthem...

Man:Sodoyouguysneedaride?Icam dropyour
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furnitureatyourhouse.

Simba:Wearegoingtofindahouse,wearemoving

outofoursharedhousesoiwillwaitunderthetree

withthefurniturewhilehegoestofindaroom them

wewillmovethem.

Him:Alrightbutyoudon'thavetotakethem ifthere

isnowaytoputthem.Wearepackingalldaysoyou

havetime.

Bame:Ok,thankyouverymuch.

Him:You'rewelcome

Simba:Thankyou,wewillcomeoverinanhour.

Him:Ok,thanksforcleaningupthoughwedidn't

discusscleaning.Iappreciateyourhelp.

Both:Thankyou..

Theguyswalkedoutforahousehunt.
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Atthefarm....

LaterthatafternoonAmanewalkedtowardsthe

roadwithherbagovertheshoulder,from adistance

shecouldseethebrothersstandingatthebusstop...

Batsilesteppedawayfrom them andwaitedforher

attheedgewithasmile,shesmiledbacktaking

downherbagashegotitandhungitoverhis

shoulderbeforehuggingher.Heputhisarm around

herandturnedtohisolderbrother...

Batsile:ThisisAmane

Basi:Nicetomeetyou,hecan'tstopblubbering.

Amane:(laughed)Nicetomeetyoutoo.

Basi:Guyspleasegotakecareofeachother.You

haveagoodthingherebutMaunisMaun...Weall

knowthekindofthingsthathappenthere...Don'tlet

anythingchangeyourplans.Gatwebothalejwa

phala...I'm actuallylearningfrom youandnowI'm
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thinkingofmywayoutofheretoosobestrongle

itsegoreyou'renotjustdoingthisforyourself.

Batsile:True

Amane:True..

Thebusstopped,thethreebrothersbumped

shouldersandparted...Batsilewalkedinthebus

carryingherbagandshoveditupbeforegivingher

spacetopassthenhesatnexttoherastheytook

thetwoseatsbythewindow.Thebustookoffashe

reachedoverandheldherhand,shesmiledlooking

athim thenhekissedher....

Amane:GatwereskaletaMaunarekgaoganya,o

utuleakere?{hesaidweshouldn'tletMaundestroy

us,youheardhim right?}

Batsile:(smiledandkissedher)Everyword...

Hekissedherandtheyleanedbacksighinginrelief,

afteralongjourneyshedozedoffwithherheadover
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hisshoulder,heputhisarm behindherandleaned

back.

AtBame&Simba'shouse...

Lateronthewhitemanparkedinfrontoftheone

room,theguysjumpedoutandoffloadedtheir

furnitureandafewotherthingshiswifegaveaway.

Theyclosedthedoorthenhedroveoff...

Bame:(laughed)Ican'tbelievewehave

accommodation

Simba:(laughed)Ihavebeensleepinginbarber

shopsformonthskana...I'llfinallysleeponabed...

Bame:Let'sgobuyorosandbread,I'm hungry.

Theguyssteppedoutasapolicecardrovethrough

thegate,thepoliceofficersteppedoutasababyran

outthemainhouse..
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Baby:Papa!

Hebentoverandpickedthebabyastheguysfroze

attheoneroom doorstep.

Bame:Shit!

Simba:Jesus!Wearerentinginapoliceofficers

house...

Thewifesteppedout...

Her:Ohhello,comemeetmyhusband...Honey

thesearetheguysrentingtheoneroom.

Theguyssteppedoverandshookhishand...

Officer:I'm Peter,keberekelahaPolicehale...Lebo
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mangledirang?{whatareyournamesandwhatdo

youdo?

Bame:Iam Bame,iam abarberman

Simba:Iam Simba,weworktogether..

*

*

Don'tforgettoLikeandleaveacomment.Bonus

comingshortly!

*

*

*
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#6

AtBame&Simba'sHouse...

Peter:Ohok,(rubbedhishead)Howmuch?Would

youguysmindcuttingmeathome?Orshouldi

cometoyourshop?Ibeenmeaningtogocutmy

hair.

Bame:Um-

Simba:I'llcutyourhairlater.Wegoingtoget

somethingtoeat.

Peter:Ok,noproblem.Ohandpleasedon'ttrouble

usbyhavinggroupsofyoungmenwalkinginand

outofthisplace.

Bame:Wedon'thavefriends,it'sjustthetwoofus.

Peter:Ok,mywifedoesn'tlikerentingtoyoungmen

becauseyouplaymusictooloudorbringagroupof

friendsthenthingsgomissing.
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Bame:Banyanabonerekabachenjahelaakere?

Simba:(laughed)Idon'tknowwhyhewouldsaythat,

I'm avirginmy2yearoldsoncanconfirm it.

Theyalllaughedoutloudashiswifesmiled

admiringSimba'ssmile.HelookedlikeaSouth

Africansoapactorshelikedeventhewayhe

laughed...Hislipswereperfectliketheyhadbeen

drawnandfrom hisvoiceyoucouldhehadthat

humblethingbutthehumourwasjustaturnon.

Peter:(laughed)Bannawee,idon'twantdramain

myyard.Womenbreakwindowswhentheycatch

youwithanother

Bame:Imeanlikewhenibringagirlhecansleepon

yourstooptogivemeprivacy

Simba:Ormaybeifoneofusgetscaughtwithagirl

youcanchipinandsaytheothergirlisyour

daughter

Peter:(laughedpointingatthem)Bannawee?
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Simba:(laughed)Don'tworrywearegoodboys.We

willcutyourhairforfree

Peter:No,iwanttopay.Howwillyoupaytherentif

I'm gettingyourservicesforfree.Hustlersneed

everythebe.

Simba:True,thanks

Bame:Ok,later

Peter:Sure

Both:Bye

Theyturnedandwalkedawayasthecouplewalked

backinthehouse.

Bame:Shu!Thatwasclose

Simba:Yeah,soyouknowhowtocuthair?We

shouldopenabarbershop

Bame:Wait,youknowhowtocut?

Simba:Yes-I'm confused..Youdon'tknowhowtodo



Iam

it?Youtoldhim you'reabarber

Bame:Iwaslying,didyouthinkimeantthat?Ijust

saidanythingthatcametomymind.

Simba:Ican'tbelieveyoucaneasilylielikethat...

Bame:I'm guy,itcomesnaturally,don'tlookso

shocked.

Simba:umaaka

Bame:ButI'm afastlearner,ifyouteachmeI'llgetit.

Besideswedon'tneedalicenseforabarber.Wejust

buildastructureonagoodspotandgetstartedbut

ifweneedalicenceI'llgetit.

Simba:Ok,wearegoingtoneedacarbattery,check

pricesonfacebook.

Bame:Idon'tknowthosethings.

Simba:Dudeyoudon'tknowFacebook?Howdoyou

sleepatnightnotknowingFacebook.Letmeshow

yousomething...

Hestoppedandtookouthisphonethenhe
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searchedhim..

Bame:You'renotonFacebook?Kantewhereareyou

comingfrom...Givemenames,everyoneison

Facebookitsjustyouwhoisnot.

Bame:CheckKanakoMotsumi

Hesearchedandhislittlebrotherpopped..

Bame:Thisisnice,hispicturesaregood..Check

BatsileMotsumi..(hepopped)Hispicturesare

good...Theseguysarenoteventhishandsomein

reallife.CheckBasimaneMotsumi(nothingcame

upexceptstrangers)Waiigaaeitse..Waitletme

checkthisothergirl...RachelNakedi..

Shepoppedthenhesmiledbringingthephone

closer...
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Bame:Letmesayhi,wheredoisayhitoher?

Simba:(snatchedhisphone)Notwithmyaccount,

I'llopenyouanaccount..Standovertherefora

picture...(lookedathim)Nahyoudon'tlookgood.

You'lltakeapictureaftercuttingyourhair...On

Facebookyouonlypostapictureafterbathing.Look

atmypictures,peoplebackatMutarithinkI'm arich

dude...TheythinkimadeitinBotswana...Youlook

likeyouliterallyjustjumpedoutofadustbin,

definitelynotFacebookmaterial.Ifyoupostabad

pictureofyourselfpeoplewillshareitandlaughat

you.Youmustmindyourbackgroundtoo...Move

awayunderwearswithholesandcrazythings...

Bame:ThemonnanthutekedumediseRachel,she

looksbeautiful...LetmecheckLebogang..

Hegotthephoneandsearchedanothergirl,her

picturepoppedthenheswallowed.

Bame:Let'shurryupandcomebacksoyoucutmy

hair,youmustborrowmeat-shirtandtakeapicture
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ofme.Ineedtotalktothesewomen...Sotellme

howFacebookworks...

Theguyschattedheadingtotheshop....

AtAmane'sfather's....

Lateronataxistoppedatthegate,Batsileand

Amanesteppedoutandclosedthedoorsthenthey

walkedin..

Batsilecarriedboththeirbagsastheyapproached

theoneroom,grasshadcoveredthewholeyardand

itdidn'tlooklikeanyonehadsetfootintheyardfor

months.

Theywalkedthroughthelonggrassandputbagson

thestoop.
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Batsile:Lookslikewehavealotofwork.Mustre

thagoleatleastjusttoopenupsomespaceinfront

ofthehouse.Snakesandscorpionsmustjustwalk

inthehouse.

Amane:Yeah.Iwasn'tevenstayinghere..

Amane'sphonerangthenshepickedandputon

loudspeakerassheunlockedthehouse..

Amane:Hello?

Woman:Hi,isawyourmessagethatyou're

interestedinbeingahelper.Ihave3children,you

sawthatright?

Amane:Yesma'am,its1.6Kpermonthright?

Woman:Yesbutiwantastayinhelper.You'llget

yourownroom notsharingwiththechildren.We

stayina4bedroom house,thereisfreeWi-Fi,

althoughweyou'reastayin,youdon'tworkafter

9pm.Iarrivehomeat9pm andtakeoverfrom you.

You'refreetogooutonSundaysbecausethefamily
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isgoestoChurchandidon'tworkonSundays.Oh

andwehaveapoolwhichyou'refreetouse..I

pickedyoubecauseyousaidyoudon'thavechildren,

idon'tthinkitwouldbefairforanymothertogo

motheranotherperson'schildren.Canwemeetand

talk?

Amane:(lookingatBatsile)Um...whendoyouwant

metostartifweagreeoneverything?

Woman:Tomorrow,imissedworktoday.Amane:Ok,

letmefinishwhatI'm doingherethenwecan

appointandmeetsoicanstarttomorrow.

Woman:Oknana,bye

ShehungupandsighedlookingatBatsile,he

clenchedhisjawsandlookedawaywithalongface...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Nextinsert@11pm.

*
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#7

AtAmane'sHouse...

Amane:Youdon'tlookhappy

Batsile:Idon'twantyoutobeastayinmaid

Amane:Ithoughtwearenotpickingjobs,wejust

takeevenifthepayislow.Iam adegreeholder,I'm

nothappytobeamaidwhoearns1.6takingcareof

3kidsand2adults.It'snotafairpricebutidon't

haveachoice

Batsile:It'snotevenaboutthat...Idon'tmindyou

beingamaidbutmyproblem isyousleepingthere.

Ourrelationshipjusttookoff,weliterallydon'tknow

oneanotherandithoughtwewillusethis

opportunitytogettoknoweachother.AndI'm not

goingtostayinyourfather'shousebymyself...The

thoughtaloneisawkward.
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Amane:Webothknewitwouldn'tbeeasyandjobs

comewithchallenges,whatifyougetajobasa

securityguardandittakesyoutoKasane,Gumareor

Shakawe..Wouldyourejectitjustbecauseitsfar

from me?

Batsile:Igetyourpoint,nevermind...you'reright...

Didicongratulateyou?

Shesmiledandshookherheadthenheleanedover

andhuggedherbeforekissingherlips...

Batsile:Bythewayihavetogotalktomyuncle.

Amane:Youhaven'ttoldhim yet?

Batsile:Yeah,ididn'twanttospoilmyday...Ihada

goodtimeattheplotandBasishowingupwasjust

perfect.Ididn'twanttoruinmymoment.

Amane:Ok,iunderstand..Letmedustaroundand

gomeetthisladybeforeitgetsdark.

Batsile:It'salreadylatesocallmeifshedoesn'tdrop

youoff,I'llcomepickyoufrom thestop.
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Amane:Ok...

Hegothisphoneandkissedherbeforeleaving...

Atthefarm...

LateratduskBasiclosedthekraalanddraggedhis

feetbacktothehousewherehesatonthebedand

lookedattheTVplaying...Thegeneratorstopped

runningandthelightswentout.Hesighedand

rubbedhisface...Thedieselwasprobablyfinished.

HesighedandtookoffhisTshirtlyingonthebed,he

hadmadesomuchprogressathislittlebrothers

plot...Andnowheknewheneededaplaceofhis

owntoo.Maybethenwomenmighttakehim

serious...

Hegotinbedandlaiddown,hismindwondered
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aroundagainsearchingforthatonethinghecould

dotogetmoney.

AtAmane'swork...

LaterthateveningtheAmane'sbossparkedthecar

andsteppedout.Sheslowlygotoutlookingatthe

bighouseandaoneroom atthefarcorner.Itlooked

likeoneofthosehousespeoplejustbuildtotransfer

plotsafterbuyingsinceitsnotallowedtosellempty

plots...Itlookedeventiniersittingnexttosucha

hugehouse...

Her:Comein...Ihave3kids.12,6and2.Ihope1.6

isnotthatbad...Thisisonlyfor3months.Ifafter

thateverythingisgoingwellbetweenuswewill

makeit2K...butatleastthechildrengotoschool

andyouhavethehousealltoyourselfuntilthey

arriveat4,myhusbandisapoliceofficersohe

sometimesshifts.
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Amane:Ok...Comein

Theywalkedinthehouseasshelookedatthehuge

livingroom thatwentallthewaytothediningroom

andthekitchen...

Her:Thisisthekitchen...Comeseethechildren's

room,...Twowillshare,wesleepwithour2yearold.

Amane:Ok...

Her:Ihearmyhusbandtalkinginthebackyard,heis

cuttinghishair,comesayhi..

MeanwhileinthebackyardBamestoodbyholdinga

bottleofspiritlookingatSimbaasheshapedthe

landlord'sharlineperfectly..

Bamepickedamirrorandlookedathimself,the

haircutSimbadidonhim wassogoodhe'dnever

seenhimselflooksohandsome...Thefadeandthe
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stylinglineonthesidewasjustperfect.Theland

ladywalkedoutwithayoungbeautifulwomanashe

putdownthemirrorandlookedather...

Her:Thisismyhusband,andthisisSimbaand

Bame...sheisAmane

Simba:(whileshapingthehairline)Hidear,

welcome....runaredibanatsamolwapeng{weare

thechildren}

Policeofficer:(laughed)Waitseeemokemeleko...

Theyalllaughed...

Bame:(smiledlookinginhereyes)Hi

Amane:(smiled)Hi...

Her:Yeah,that'sit.Iguessyou'llstarttomorrowright?

Amane:Yes.

Her:Ithinkwearedone..Anythingelse?
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Amane:Nothing,I'llstarttomorrow.(tothemen)Go

siame

Simba&theofficer:Bye

Bame:Letmewalkyouout,iwasheadingtothe

tuckshop.HeeMufasaI'm coming..

Simba:Sure

Bameputdownthespiritandwalkedheraroundthe

houseastheyheadedforthegate...

Bame:Howareyou?

Amane:I'm good...

Bame:You'rebeautiful

Amane:Thankyou...

Hewalkedhertotheroadwheretheystoodwaiting

forataxi.Hesmiledandsighed...
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Bame:(softly)Saysomething

Amane:Something

Theylaughedandgiggled,shewasn'tsurewhatit

wasabouthim...Buttherewasjustsomethingabout

him...Itfeltlikeshe'dseenhim somewherethough

shecouldn'tfigureitout.Shehadneverreallyhada

friendfrom sucharichfamily,nowthatshewas

thinkingbackshewasn'tsureifhewasherboss's

sonormaybehewasthesontothehusbandsince

thewifewaswaytooyoungforherhusband...Either

wayheseemedsohumbleforaguywhogrewupin

suchahouse...

Bame:Canihaveyournumber?

Amane:Ihaveaboyfriend,idon'twanttocheatplus

hetouchesmyphone.

Bame:Fine,I'llbeseeingyoueverydayanyways...

Canigetahug?

Amane:(laughed)Why?
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Bame:(softly)helahela,please..

Hesmiledandsteppedoverhugginghergently,she

huggedhim back,theircheeksrubbedasheslowly

letgoofherthenhepulledherchinupandkissed

her...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthestop...

Amanetiltedherfacetothesideendingthekissand

lookeddown...theideaofarichguydidn'tseem so

appealinganymore,itfeltsowrongtobeeven

standingherewiththismanbutatthesametime

shedidn'twanttocomeacrossasrude,maybehe'd

ruinherjobopportunityifshegavehim anattitude.

Bameleanedovergivingthekissonemoretrybut

shesteppedbackandsighed...

Amane:(calmly)Stopdoingthat...Ihaveaboyfriend.

Bame:You'renotmarried...Thatmeansyouhaveto

keepyouroptionsopen.

Amane:Idon'tbelieveincheating,I'vebeencheated

beforeanditaffectseveryaspectofyourlifeasthe
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personwhowascheated...

Bame:Soyouwanttobefaithfultoaguywho

cheatedonyou?Women!

Amane:Hedidn'tcheat,myexcheatedandi

struggledwithitforayear.Itwasn'teasytomoveon,

daysbackimetthisguyandilikehowhetreatsme...

Therelationshipistoonewformetoexpect

marriage,westillhavetolearnmoreaboutone

anotherandrightnowourgoalistomakemoney

together.Idon'twanttobetheonetobringcheating

inourrelationship...Maybeheistheoneformesoi

don'twanttobetheonetodestroyit.

Bamelookedatherandnoddedunderstandably...

Bame:Ihopehethinkslikeyou..Itwouldbesadif

youclosedyouroptionsonlyforhim toleaveyoufor

anothergirl.Bannaredifferent,wesometimesdate

inourleague...Ifwearebrokewedatestandardsa

poverty...Whenwegetrichwegainconfidenceand

startdreamingbigintermsofwomentoo...Notme
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though,I'm nottalkingaboutmyselfbutmajorityof

brokemendatecertainwomenbecausetheycan't

affordthetypeofwomentheywant.

Amanesighedthoughtfullylookingatherfeet

foldingherarms...

Amane:Iknowthathemightchangewhenhefindsa

job,gonejaanagaaberekeandhedidn'tgofarwith

schoolbutheisveryintelligentandhehasvisions...

Iknowheisgoingtobesuccessfulbutidon'twant

tojudgehim basedonthegeneralbehaviourofmost

men.MothogaitsewebutgonejaanaI'm hopeful...

Wehaven'tbeentogetherforlongbutkemothoyoo

siameng...Gapehejustmakesmehappyand

surprisinglywithnothingatall...

Bame:Isee...doyouhavechildren?

Amane:Notyet,ihaveababyfeverbutheisvery

wise,wearebrokesoiguessishouldn'tbethinking

abouthavingababygapewejuststarteddating,we

mustknoweachother.
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Bamelookedather,thecalmnessinhervoiceand

everythingcomingoutofhermouth...

Bame:I'm nowprayingforawomanlikeyou...

Amane:Likewhat?

Bame:Honestly,ihopeheappreciatesyou...Wheni

firstapproachedyouitwasaboutsex,I'vebeenin

prisonfor6monthssoyoucanimagine...(they

laughed)butnowifeelbadforthekissigaveyou.I

feellikekegodirisediphosotsenengosadibate.

Amane:(smiled)It'sOK,ishouldhavebeenmore

firm koorehelaithelakepalelwakegogogagonale

motho...gapeihadabitofamoraldilemmathat's

whyifroze.Iwasafraidyou'dgetyourparentstofire

mebutweneedajobcausemyboyfriendandijust

arrivedathome.Thereisnofood,electricityor

anything.Iknowmentendtofeeluselessin

situationslikethatsoididn'twanttobeaburdenor

forhim toseemeeverydayhungry...Butatthe

sametimeidon'twanttointroducecheatinginour
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relationship,ificheathewillleaveme...Mendon't

forgivecheatingunlessthey'reusingyoutopass

timewhilelookingforawomanwhodoesn'tcheat.I

don'twanttolosehislovebybeingcareless..

Bame:Ok,iunderstand...Butwearenotfamily...

Simbaisaclown,healwayssayscrazythings...We

arerentingthatoneroom intheyard.Apparentlyit

usedtobeastoreroom thentheystartedrentingitto

peoplesotheycanpaytheGardner.Him andiare

justtenants,wewenttheretocutthelandlord'shair.

Amane:Ohok,ithoughthewasserious

Bame:(laughed)Youthoughtwearerichkids?Go

rayagorelaiteameoncuttilebonteifilooklikearich

kid...(theylaughed)I'm actuallyverypoorkennamo

2room.

Amane:(laughed)OK..You'llgetthere,don'tworry.

Weallstartsomewhere

Bame:(smiled)Mpatelemonnaothemma

Amane:(laughed)Baobarichbao,theydon'tinteract

withpoorpeople,wedon'teventalkcausewedidn't

growupclose....Kilekarekeipayapayalebonei
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endedupgivingyobecausepretendingtoberich

andkeepingupanimageishard.

Bame:(laughed)Ispentmostofmytimeatthefarm,

welostourmotheratayoungageandrelatives

beingrelativesseeingboysalltheysawwasfree

labourbutwearefightingtogetbackonourfeet.

AfterwhatI'vebeenthroughijustdon'tseemyself

lettingmychildrenlivebelowstandard.Kesotegile

totagakegolalesekolorentshitswemosoneand

youknowlifeishardwhenyou'renoteducated.You

havedreamsbutlimitedknowledgekeepsyou

down...I'vebeentryingtogetalicence2yearsback

butatleastmyfriendisexplainingitinawayi

understandsomaybeI'llgetitright.Okilewabona

yourdream jobelebeingataxidriver?Mmegapei

justknowI'llgetthere...Iwon'tevenbeataxidriver

mywholelifekooremychildrenwillnotbelieveit

whenitellthem mystory.

Amane:(laughed)onkgopotsaboyfriendyame

wame,heissoafraidtohavechildren...Hesayshe

iswillingtowaitevenifittakes10yearsbecausele

enehehaditroughgrowingup.Imisjudgedhim the
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firsttimeisawhim butIrilenakoetsamayaijustfell

inlovewithhim.Hehasbigdreamsandwhenhe

talksaboutitiseemyselflivinginaSuburbwithhim,

ourchildrenandadog,apoolandnicecars...

Bame:(laughed)Uhnnyaammeiunderstandwhy

youdon'twanttomessitup,richpeoplehave

storieslikethatbutattimesmenchange.It'salways

menwhochangeaftergettingthemoney,lonayou

usuallygiveuponthewaywhenhisdreamstaketoo

long...

Amane:(laughed)Butlikehewassayingifwedon't

havechildrenidon'tseeusfailingbecauseican'tfail

toprovideformyself.

Bame:True,mmelenalevision.I'm oftheviewthat

ifsheisnotmarriedyoustandachancebutwhen

youexplainitlikeyoujustdidirespectthatandi

hopeI'llfindsomethinglikethis.

Ataxiapproachedthenhewavedit,shesighedand

walkedoverasheopenedthedoor...
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Bame:Goshapsister

Amane:Bye

Sheclosedthedoorandthetaxidroveoff....

AtUncle'shouse....

MeanwhiletheuncleglaredatBatsileashe

explained...

Batsile:...Andthechiefgavemeapieceofland...I'll

befocusingondevelopingitsoiwon'thaveenough

timetolookafteryourfarm.Ithinkyoushouldlook

foraherdboy...

Uncle:Sowhilelookingforaherdboywhowillbe

takingcareofmycattle?Sotonighttheysleepatthe

riverwherepeoplecanstealthem?

Batsile:Ireallyhadnochoice,ineedmoneytofixmy

ownfarm.Hadyoupaidmethismonthiwouldn't



Iam

havecomebecauseI'dusethemoneytobuyfence.

Uncle:Iam raisingyourbrother!

Kanakowalkedinandsatonthecouchashis

brotheranduncletalked.

Uncle:Whatdoyouthinkyourbrotheriseating?Iam

helpingyou,whycan'tyouhelpme?Ithoughtyou're

thematureonebutclearlyyou'renot.

Batsile:(calmly)Basiwillletthem outtomorrow

morningbutthat'sall.Youneedtolookforsomeone

tohelpyou...

Uncle:Thentakeyourbrotherwithyou,whatiwas

usingtosupporthim iswhatI'llbegivingtheherd

boy.

Kanako:Kanakoindeed!Rightontime!...I'vepacked

mybags

Batsile:(angrily)Itoldyoutostopdoingthat

Kanako:Ihatethisplace
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Batsile:Sowheream isupposedtotakeyou?

Itshwaresente

Kanako:IwanttogostaywithBame

Batsile:Wedon'tevenknowwhereheis,hedoesn't

haveaphonewhichmeanswemustwaittohear

from him.Itshwaresente

Uncle:Butaslongasyou'renothelpingmeican't

helpyou...Hehastogo...

Kanakostoodupandhunghisbagoverhisshoulder

thenhedraggedouthisbigluggageandstoppedat

thedoor..

Kanako:Let'sgo...

Batsile:Gosiame

Uncle:Tsamaya,Gosiamewaeng..You're

ungrateful...

Batsilestoodupandwalkedout.
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AtAmane'sHouse....

LaterthateveningBatsileandKanakowalked

throughthegateashisphonerang..

Batsile:Hello?

Bame:Yeah,it'sme...Thisismyfriend'snumbernna

kesantsekekgobokanyamadiaphoneyaFacebook.

Batsile:(laughed)Ok,atleastyou'refine.What's

goingon?UnclejustchasedKanakobecauseiquit

hisslavery.

Bame:Whereareyouguys?

Batsile:I'm atAmane'shouse

Bame:Gaokakewakukunakangwanamr

Batsile:Iknoweish

Bame:I'llcomegethim,whereareyouguys?
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Hedirectedhim astheywalkedin,Amanewalked

outwithabucketofwater...

Kanako:HiauntieAms,youhaveason

Amane:(laughed)Kanakowabeotswagokobiwa?

Whatdidyousay?

Batsile:Hemisbehaved..

Amane:(laughed)Goinside...You'llsleeponthe

floor

Kanako:Yes!Bolaogaboleleakere?Eishkanake

motonakeakanyathata

Amane:(laughed)You'rerotten!

Batsile:(laughed)Mybrotheriscomingtogethim...

Heistoooldtosleepwithus

Theylaughed,Kanakowalkedinandputdownhis

bagsthenhesteppedoutwithaspadeandbegun

cuttingdownthegrasswhileBatsileandAmane

clearedtheroom..
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MinuteslaterBameandSimbawalkedthroughthe

gateandshoulderbumped...

Bame:Aita

Kanako:Yeah...

BatsilesteppedoutofthehousewithAmaneas

BameturnedaroundandlockedeyeswithAmane.

Hisheartskippedandhefrozelookingatthem...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse....

Amane'sheartskippedasshelookedatBame,now

itmadeitsense...Theresemblancewasrightin

frontofhereyes...Theywerebrothers!

SimbalookedatBameandAmane,forsureBame

mademovesonher...Hecouldn'tevenstoptalking

abouthowsweetthiswomanrejectedher,he

couldn'tstoptalkingaboutthekisshegaveherand

justhowitwashisfirsttimetobeputdownina

sweetandpolitemanner.Sothiswashislittle

brother'swoman?Damn!

Batsileputhisarm aroundherwaistbringingher

forward,Amaneforcedasmileuncomfortablybarely
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abletolookinhiseyes...

Batsile:BabethisisBame,MrthisisAmane..

Bame:(smiled)Nicetomeetyou...Sheisbeautiful...

I'm thesecondborn,icomeafterBasimane..Have

youmethim?

Batsile:Yes,wemetatthefarm.

Bame:Ok...Thanksforallthegoodchangesyou

broughtintomybrother'slife,indeedbesidesevery

successfulmanisawoman...

Amane:Thankyou..

Thebrotherslookedatoneanotherwithasmile..

Bame:Omonnayaanong..

Batsile:Sure...

Bame:OhandthisisSimba...Myroommate

Simba:Youtwolookalike...butyou'recleaner
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Bame:(pushedhim)Wantwaelawena!

Simba:(laughedshakingAmane'shand)Niceto

meetyouma'am

Amane:Nicetomeetyou...Mmekeletsholele

beforeyougo.

Shewalkedbackinthehouse,Simbawalkedoverto

Kanakowhowascuttingthegrassandhelpedhim

bypickingthegrassandthrowingitatthecornerof

theyard.MeanwhileBameandBatsilebothtooka

shortwalktowardsandoutthegate...

Batsile:What'syoursituation?

Bame:I'm actuallygood...Metthisguywhiledoinga

piecejob,heisagoodguywehustletogether...We

managedtobuildastructure,weboughtone

corrugatedironandmanagedtobuildastructure.

Thelandlordgaveusanoldcarbatteryofhisso

tomorrowwearestarting...HepostedonFacebook

withmyaccountshowingpeoplethestyleswecan



Iam

do.I'llbetryingtoobutifican'tgetitthenI'llquit

anddosomethingelse.HeisJackofalltrades.

Batsile:Theseguysknoweverything,I'venevermet

onewhocan'tmakemoney...

Bame:Heknowsalot,heisalsohelpingmestudy

forthetheorytest...wearecomingupwithideas

hopefullyoneofthem givesusabreakthrough.He

hasa2yearoldson.Helosthiswifesothechildis

withrelativesandheisnothappywiththeliving

arrangements.They'retakingforevertoprocesshis

passportsointhemeantimeheisjusttryingtohelp

hissonsurvive.Whenhegetshispassporthewillbe

cominglegallywithhim.

Batsile:Okifyougetcaughthidinganillegal

immigrantyougetchargedandyouhavingarecord

won'tlookgood.Makesureyouguysdon'tgetinto

troubleorattractthepolice.

Bame:That'stheplan,totaeneosiame..I

understandwhyhejumpedtheborder,hehasachild

tofeedandweplantomakemoneyhonestly.

Batsile:Yeah,I'llbestayingwithAmanebutI'm



Iam

planningtofindaccommodationassoonasigeta

jobbecausesheisgoingtobeamaidsomewhere

andshewillbeastayin.Idon'twanttostayinher

father'shousealone...

Bame:Sheseemsreallynice,I'm reallyhappyfor

you...Shelovesyou,don'teverdoubtthat...Take

careofher...

Batsile:Yeah

Bame:Onaseriousnote,shelovesyou...Iknow

you'reimpatientwithcertainthingswhenitcomesto

womenbutihaveagoodfeelingwithher.

Bame:I'm notimpatientijustdon'twanttobe

treatedliketrash,ialsodon'thavetimetofighta

womantryingtofixher...Gakebategobetsamotho

kerekemmeletsadilotseaitsenggorediwrong,i

justwantsomeonetoactrightbecauseweareboth

adultsandweknowwhatarelationshipisallabout...

Ifshegoesthroughthisbrokeperiodwithme

withoutcheatingthennkadumela.Refilwedida

numberonmeandforthefirstifoundmyself

thinkingaboutthosehorribledayswhenAmanesaid
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sheisgoingtobeastayinmaid.That'showmy

heartwasrippedapart...Ialmostdiedonher

weddingday.IneverthoughtI'llhealbutthisgives

mehope.Nnamonnapeloyameemakgasa,ican't

takeanymoreheartbreak.Ijustwantsomeonewho

isserious...Acleanrelationshipwithcleargoalsnot

havesomeonewhomakesyoutasteotherguys

throughherlipsandflesh.

Bame:Iknowbutthisoneistheone...

Batsile:Yeah...

Thebrotherstookashortwalkaroundthe

neighbourhood.BackathomeAmanesteppedout

withtwoplatesandhandedSimbaandKanakowith

hereyesgluedtothegate...CouldBamehavebeen

tellinghisbrotherwhathappenedatthestop?Her

heartpoundedasshegotherplateandsatonthe

chaireating..

MinuteslaterthebrotherswalkedbackbutBame

didn'tstickaroundforlong,infacthedidn'tsit...



Iam

Askedforhisfoodtobeputinalunchboxandthey

left.

Shegotinthehouseandcoveredherfoodwiththe

platewonderingwhattheyweretalkingabout...Ifthe

brothertoldhim theykissedandshedidn't,she

probablywouldlookguilty.

Hewalkedbackinandlockedthedoorassheturned

aroundlookingathim withaguiltyface...

Amane:(swallowed)Thereissomethingihavetotell

you...ImetBameearlierand...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse....

Amane:(swallowed)Thereissomethingihavetotell

you...ImetBameearlierandididn'tknowhewas

yourbrother...HeisrentingwhereI'llbeworking.

That'swhereisawhim

Batsile:Heprobablydidn'tknowwhoyou're...Wait-

met?Asinyoutwotalked?Howcomeheactedlike

hedidn'tknowyou?

Helookedatherasafrownformedbetweenhis

eyebrowsandthisangercoveredhisface...

Batsile:Didheharassyou?

Amane:No,he-hedidn'tevenseeme.Ijustsawhim

walkingoutside..



Iam

Hisfrowndissolvedasherelaxed,she'dneverseen

hisfacelikethisbefore...Somuchangerinasplit

second..

Batsile:Ohok...Areyouok?Youseem abituneasy.

Amane:(sighedrubbingherforehead)Yeah,I'm

fine...

Didshealmostruinabrotherhood,ifhedidn'ttellhis

youngerbrotheraboutthishemustknowhewould

probablyreactinacertainway...Shewasstill

learninghim,andshehadn'tseenhisflaws...Surely

anyhumanbeingwouldhaveaflaw,nowshe

wonderedwhathiswas...Thatfrownwasstill

embeddedinthebackofhermindandthewayhis

voicechangedinasecond...

Batsilepickedherhandandkisseditbeforeleaning

inforherlips,hekissedhersoftlylayingherdownas
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hegotontop...

Heslidhishandinherpantieswhilekissingherand

caressedherclit...Shit,heforgotcondomsagain!He

lookedatthetimeonhiswristwatchandsighed...It

wasalittleafter11pm.

AtBame&Simba'sHouse...

Thenextmorning,lyingonthecouchSimbaopened

hiseyesandlookedatKanakoashewashedhis

schoolshirtcollarandwrungitwithatowelbefore

hangingitoverthechair.Hewashedhisfaceand

wipedhisarmpitswithawashingragbefore

applyingroll-on..

Simba:Tapamili!Whydidyouboiltheafullkettleif

you'regoingtowipeyourarmpits?

Kanako:(laughed)You'renotsupposedtobelooking

atmewhenibath,that'sgay!
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Simba:Tapamili

Kanakopouredthewaterintoabucketandplacedit

inthebaththenhegotinandbegunbathing...

Kanako:GapeIwasgoingtobath,ialwaysstartby

wipingmyself...

HelaughedandbathedwhileBamewaslyingunder

theblanketacceptingfriendrequestsfrom girls...

Simba:Canihavemyphone?Didyouevensleepor

youwereonfacebook?

Bame:(chatting)Wait...

Simba:Aren'tyougoingtowriteyourtesttomorrow?

Youshouldbestudying

Bame:Mufasaemapele

Simba:(laughed)Stopcallingmethat...
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Kanako:(laughed)KanteDVDtsamedikae?Imiss

Simba

Bame:(laughed)WeshouldgogetthatTVfrom the

farm...

Simba:SoDVDsstillexist?

Bame:Watholaakereyourbrothersaresellingthem

atthebusrankP20

Simba:(laughed)Bitingthehandthatfeedsyou?

Bringmyphone!

Simbapeeledoffhisblanketandgotthephoneas

Bamegotupwithanunderweartryingtogetit.

Bame:Sorrytherra!Fine...Mannersthistime...Yes

DVDsexist,wewatchedthem allthetimeatthe

farm..Mphamokoma..

Simba:(laughed)Waitwhotaughtyoutheword

mokoma?

Bame:(laughed)Multilingual...Utwathebannakea
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choma.Kanakodidyouhearthatword?

Simba:(threwhim abook)Startreading...Orata

Facebooktata.

Bamepickedthebookandsighedreadingwhile

Kanakoironedhisshirtandputonhisuniform.

Kanako:SoSimba...Howdoisaybabegirlyou're

beautifulinShona?Thereisthisgirlatschool...She

isreverend'sdaughter..

Simba:I'm notgoingtohelpgetyoukickedoutof

school

Kanako:(laughed)UncleSimbs...

Simba:(laughed)Forgetit...Icanteachyouhowto

saythingslikeGodblessyoumysister.

Kanako:(laughed)Butthatwillmakeherfriendzone

me.Iwanttocharm herwithhermothertongue

Bame:It'scallednativelanguage..
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Theyturnedandlookedathim...

Simba:You'respittingfire...Facebookkanaeruta

skhoafastfast

Bame:Nnathemonnakecrackmona

TheylaughedasKanakopickedhisbagandwalked

out...

Kanako:IhopeIwon'tgetlost

Bame:Letmewalkyoutothestop.IhopeI'llmake

enoughmoneyforyourtaxithisweek.

Kanako:Don'tworryI'llwalk,ijusthavetowakeup

at5am andleaveat5:30thenillbeatschoolat7.It

lookslikea2hourwalk.

Bame:Iwalkedlongdistancesataprimarystudent,

youwon'tgothroughthat.I'llmakeaplan..I'm

passingmytestthisweek.MonthendI'llbea

licenseddriver.IwanttogotoDallasdrivingschool
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andtalktotheowner,iwanttopaythem with

labour...Theycangivemesomethingtodotheni

getafreemonth.

Kanako:Ok,soundslikeaplan...

MeanwhilebackatthehouseSimbapackedthe

barbershopequipmentandsteppedoutofthe

houseasthelandlorddroveoff.Hewavedathim

andhesmiledwavingback...

Thewifewalkedovertohim withagownandsighed

lookingathim...

Her:Hi..

Simbaputhisbagonthetopofthebatteryboxand

dustedhishandslookingather..

Simba:Goodmorningma'am
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Her:HiSimba...Areyoualoneinthehouse?

Simba:Yes,Bametookhisbrotherhalfway,dueto

unforseencircumstanceswewillbestayingwithhis

littlebrother...Heiswritinghisfinalexam.Family

issuesandstuff..

Her:It'sok,iunderstand...Canyoucomehelpme

withsomething?Ineedyoutopickthebedsoican

lookformypin..

Simba:Ohok...

Simbalefteverythingandfollowedhertothehouse...

Atthetaxistop...

Meanwhileataxistopped,Amanesteppedoutand

closedthedoor,Kanakosmiledandopened..

Kanako:EhekeauntieAms,latheogelakoofising?
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AmanelaugheddefeatedasKanakogotinthetaxi

anddroveoff.BameandAmanequietlywalked

back...

Bame:Morning..

Amane:Morning...

Bame:I'm happythatluckyguyismybrother

Amane:Iwantedtotellhim lastnightbutigot

scared

Bame:Gonemmeobuaeng?Wedidn'tdoanything.

Amane:Idon'twanttohavesecrets

Bame:Gagonadisecrets,pleasedon'tdothis...I

understandyourconcernaboutthetwoofyoubut

youdon'tseewhat'satstake...Howdoyouthinkhe

willfeelaboutme?Somethingsarebetterleft

unsaidespeciallybecauseifirstpretendedididn't

knowyou.You'rejustgoingtospoiltherelationship

forhim,imaginekissingyourgirlfriendknowingyour

bigbrotherkissedthoseverylips...Trustme,men's
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brainsarewireddifferently...Maybetowomenbeing

told"Babeikissedyoursisterbutididn'tknowsheis

yoursisterandwedon'thavefeelingsforone

another"maybethatwillbeagoodthingfora

womananditwillprovethemanishonestbutto

guysyoujustdon'tforget...Infactitspoilsyour

mood.Wagosulagalelwakerelationshipyatengle

wenawagomosulagalela.You'repurelikethis...Let

itgo...I'llneverpursueyoubecauseirespectyou

andmybrother.Don'thurtmybrotherkadilotsedi

sengbothokwa.Letthisgo,nobodyknowsaboutit...

Amane:(sighed)OK...

Bame:Themmakeagokopaskanthothanyale

nnake.Hislastrelationshipendedbadlyandidon't

wanttoruinhishappiness.

Amane:It'sok,iendeduptellinghim ijustsawyou

outsidebutyoudidn'tseeme..

Bame:Justletitgo..

Amane:Ok...



Iam

Thetwoofthem walkedinthroughthegateas

Simbasteppedoutofthemainhouse.

Bame:Shap

Amane:Bye

HeturnedandpickedthebatterywhileSimbapicked

thebag,heledthewayquietly...Whichwasunlike

Simbatobesilentlikethat...Hedidn'tlookhappy

either..Hecouldn'tputhisfingeronitbutmaybe

sad...

Bame:Areyouok?

Simba:Yeah...

Therewassilenceastheywalkedtotheirstructure...

Bame:IsyoursonOK?
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Simba:Yeah,heisfine.Why?

Bame:Youdon'tlookOK..

Heswitchedfrom alongfacetoafakesmileasthey

puttheirthingsdown..

Atthefarm...

MeanwhileBasimanestoppedatthekraalgate

lookingathisuncle'scattle,takingcareofthese

cowswouldbehim allowinghimselftobetreated

likethis...

Heturnedaroundandheadedtothehousewherehe

collectedhisfishinggearandwenttotheriver....

Onceattheriverhesetuphisthingsandbegun

fishingashisthoughtswonderedoff,beforenoon

thecollarboxwasfulloffishandcatfish.
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Heputhisthingsbackinthebagandwalkedtothe

mainroadwherehestoodbytheroadholdingtwo

fishes....

Acarpassingbystoppedandtheyboughtthewhole

collarboxforP300.Hehunghisbagonhisbackand

wentbacktotheriverwherehegatheredbaitworms

andstartedfishingagain...

Attheindustrialsite

Laterthatafternoon,afterwalkingfrom shopto

shopBatsilestoppedandstoodunderthetree...He

watchedcarspassingby,realmendriving...Itturned

outlookingforajobwouldn'tbeeasy...Thethought

ofbeingtakencareofbyhisgirlfriendwas

depressingthanevenstayingatthefarm..Itwas

enoughthatAmaneaccommodatedhim buttofeed

him too?Hesighedlookingatthefeelingstation
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thenhewalkedinanddroppedhisapplication.

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutandpassedbythe

buildingmaterialsandhardwarestoreasanIndian

gotinthecar,heaccidentallydroppedhiswalletand

begunreversing.Batsilepickedhiswalletand

whistledandwavedhim down...Thedriverrolled

downhiswindowlookingathim...

Batsile:Youdroppedyourwallet...

Hegotthewalletandsighedinrelieflookingathis

money...

Him:Thankyousomuch,ididn'tfeelitdropping.

Batsile:It'sOK

Him:(tookoutP200)Here...Thankyou

Batsile:Noneedtothankme,butyoucanhelpme

findajob..Getmynumber.Ineedajob.Igotfirst
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classonmyJC

Him:Really?Thenwhydidn'tyoufinishschoolif

you'resobrilliant?

Batsile:Myuncledecidedishouldbeaherdboy

instead.

Him:(lookedattheenvelopeonBatsile'shand)Give

methat,wrmightneedashopassistant...

Batsile:Thankyou...

BatsilewalkedtotheBameandSimba'sbarbershop

whereherestedduringlunchtime...

ONEMONTHLATER....

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Bonuscomingup!

*

*
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#11

Atthebarbershop...

Acarpulledover,apreviouscustomersteppedout

withherson...Thelittleboyranintothebarbershop

whileSimbawasdustingaclient'shairandapplying

spirit..

Simba'sfacelitupashelookedatherstandingat

theshadedoorholdingacanofdrink,hecaught

himselfstaringatherandquicklydivertedhis

attentiontohisclient'shead.

Simba:HiKevin

Littleboy:Hiuncle..

Her:(smiled)Hi,Ibroughtcustomer...Hejustneeds

tofixthehairline
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Simba:Ohok...

Theclientstoodupandpickedamirrorlookingat

hissharpcutbeforehandinghim P50.

Him:(walkingout)Thanksman

Simba:YouforgotP25.

Him:I'm payingforthenextcut.Ocutterbosmart

monna,youdoitbetterthanmostsaloons.You

shouldrentaspaceinasaloon.Wedon'twantto

parkourcaronthestreetlikethis

Simba:(laughed)I'lldothat..

ThemanwalkedawayasSimbabentoverand

pickedthe4yearoldsmiling.

Him:(handedhim)Igotyouagum

Simba:Wow,thanksmyboy...Wearenotgoingto
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crythistimeright?

Him:Nope!

Simbaputhim downandputtheblackclotharound

him thenhehandedthelittleboyhisphoneand

playedavideoofcartoonswhilethemotherstood

therelookingatthem..

Her:Um...Ibroughtyouthisdrink,youstandallday...

Thoughtyoumightneedit.

Simbapausedsterilisingthemachineandlookedat

herasshestretchedherarm.

Simba:Thankyou..

Her:You'rewelcome..

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheylookedat
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oneanotherthenshelookeddownembarrassedand

swallowedpointingathercar.

Her:I'llwaitforhim inthecar

Simba:Ok,um...mynameisSimba

Her:MynameJalo...YoulooklikeLungaShabalala,

doyouknowhim?

Simba:Theactor?(shenoddedsmilingthenhe

laughed)OK,isitagoodthing?Isitacompliment?

Her:(laughed)Iguessyoucouldsaythat

Simba:(laughed)It'sapityI'm justahustlerfrom

Mutare.WhatdoesJalomean?Itsoundsnice...

Her:Kesetswanaitmeans'likethat'

Simba:ProbablytheonlySetswananameidon't

butcher

Jalo:(giggledtuckingherhairbehindherear)i

actuallylikethewayyousayit...Especiallywiththe

deepvoiceandeverything.

Simba:(laughed)Ifyousayso...WhenisKevin'sdad
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bringinghim over?

Jalo:Hedoesn'tknowhim andhenevercared.I've

beensinglemotherfor4yearsnow.

Simba:You'redoinggood...Ihavea2yearoldback

inMutare.Iwishhewashere..

Jalo:Ibethelookslikeyou...

Simba:Kev?Borrowmamathephonemyboy

Hegothisphoneandhandedhertobrowsethrough

thepictures,shesmiledandputherhandoverher

chestblushing.

Jalo:Oitiretsecopytherra,heissocute..

Simba:Thanks,themotherpassedonwhenhewas

justababy.Leavinghim behindwasthehardest

thingI'veeverhadtodo..

Jalo:Icanimagine...I'dliketoseehim ifhecomes.

Simba:I'llletyouknow,whatdoyoudo?
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Jalo:I'm aconstable

Hisheartskippedashelookedather,shepickedon

hispanicandfigureditoutalmostimmediately...

Therewasanawkwardmomentofsilence..

Simba:Idon'thaveapassport..

Shelookedathim foramomentandsighed...

Jalo:Why?

Simba:Forsomereasontheyjusttakesolongto

processthem butifyouhavesomethingyoucan

givesomeonealittlemotivationtospeeditup.

Jalo:Howmuchdoyouneed?

Simba:(sighed)It'salot...butI'm goingtherenext

weeksoI'llcheckiftheyhaven'tprocessedit.

Jalo:Howdoyouevencrosstheborder?
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Simba:Iliterallyjumpthefence..

Jalo:Kanagorayagoreit'salongwalktothefence

becauseyoucan'tdrivetothefence.

Simba:Youcan'tdrivebecauseifthepoliceorthe

soldierscatchyouyou'regone.Ihavetocrossby

footatnightandatnightsoldiersshooteasily..

Jalo:Mmetherrakeagokopapleasecheckifthey

processedit.I'llgetinalotoftroubleforknowing...

Justknowingthereisanillegalimmigrantandnot

reportingisanoffencethatittakenseriously.Le

wenayoumightgetintrouble,imaginegetting

arrestedandgoingtojail...Whenyou'reinthere

you'llbeassaultedbyotherinmatesandbythetime

yougetdeportedbacktoZim you'llgowithHIV

becausetherearenocondomsinprison.PleaseI'm

beggingyouputmoreeffortintothis,ifyouneed

helpyou'llletmeknow.Kanaalmosteveryone

knowsyou...It'shardnottonoticeyou...Alotof

policeofficerscuthere..Soonorlateroneunhappy

customermightsnitch.

Simba:Ialreadyhavepeoplewhocutanddon'tpay
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becausetheyknowican'treport.

Jalo:Exactly...sopleasegobackhomeandcheckif

they'redone.Ifnotthenmaybeicanhelpsendyou

somemoney.

Thelandlord'swifepulledoverandsteppedout

glaringatJalo,shewalkedpastherandsatonthe

bench.

Her:Dumelang!

Jalo:Eemma

Simba:Dumelang...

Therewassilence..

Jalo:I'llwaitforhim inthecar..

Simba:Sure
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Shewalkedawaythenthewifelookedathim...

Her:Wajola?

Simba:No,sheisjustaclient

Her:Skabatagontshamekisamozimbakwekewena

Simba:I'm notyourboyfriend,andyouhavetostop

cominghere.You'llgetmeintroublewithPeter

Her:Oromensatronko.Iheardyou'replanningto

moveoutwhichexplainswhyyouhaven'tpaidyour

rentbutjustmoveoutandseewhatwillhappen.You

haveusedme...

Simbalookedatherandcontinueddustingthelittle

boy.Hisphonerang...

Simba:Hello?

Basi:HiSimba,I'm comingtoMaun,doyourmagic

themonnasoicansellthem alltoday.
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Simba:Ok,I'llpostforyouonfacebook.Theybeen

askingforthefishatthepage.IaskedBametoreply

them butI'llcheckandpostanotheradvertagain.

Basi:Sure,bye

HehungupandpickedKevinthenhewalkedout

carryinghim asthewifestoodatthedoorglaring

rightatJalo.Jalopaidandgotherson,shelooked

atthewomanandSimbabeforenoticinghehadjust

liedaboutbeingsingle.Sheputhersonbackinthe

caranddroveoffwithalongface.

Simbalookedathercarasitdisappearedthenhe

turnedaroundandwalkedbackintheshadewitha

painonhisthroat.

AtAmane'swork..

MeanwhileAmanefinishedbathingthechildrenand

dressedthem upthenshehurriedtothekitchento
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checkonherpotjustasPeterswitchedoffthestove

oftheburningpot.Theybothopenedthewindows

andcoughed...

Amane:I'm sorry..IforgotIwascookingandbathed

thekids

Peter:It'sOK...

Petertookadeepbreathandsighedlookingather...

Peter:Ineedtoaskyousomething...Isittruethat

mywifeishavinganaffairwithSimba?

Amane:Idon'tknow..

Peter:Iputacamerainthelivingroom...

Hetookouthisphoneandclickedonthesecurity

AppinstalledbyOPMRSOLIDSecurityandplayed

therecordedvideo.AmanewatchedasSimba

walkedinthehouseandheadedtothebedroom,
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Amanepassedwalkinginandshortlythewife

passedwalkingintoo...

Peter:Thisishim walkinginthehouseseveraltimes

buticouldn'tinstallitinthebedroom becauseshe'd

seeit,soineedtoknowwhoSimbacomestosee

duringthelunchtime...Isityouormywife?Idon't

haveaproblem withyouhavingaboyfriend...Soif

it'syouhavenofears.I'm notthatkindofperson

whodoesn'twantahelpertobeinarelationship.I

respectthat...Ishecomingforyouormywife?

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertcomesat

11pm tonight.

*

*

*
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AtPeter'sHouse...

Amanewatchedthevideoagainandlookedbackat

herboss,hislipsweredryandthedepressiononhis

facewasn'thardtonotice.Surelyhe'dsueSimba...

Thatwouldjustbethestartofhisdownfall...

Amane:(lookeddown)Um...Hewasvisitingme...

Hesighedinreliefandputdownthephonethenhe

puthishandsoverhisfaceandheavedasighof

relief...

Peter:ThankGod,ithoughtmywifewascheating

again...ThistimeI'djustdivorce.
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Amane:Simbaislikeabrothertomesohe

sometimesvisitsmeandwejustchat.Iknowits

wrongtohavevisitorsthat'swhyheonlyvisited

wheneveryonewasgone.I'm reallysorry.

Peter:Noitsfine...I'm justhappyit'snotwhatiwas

thinkingbecausepeopleliketalking.Apparentlyshe

goestherealotbutithoughtit'sbecauseshenow

decidedtokeepshorthair...Ithoughtwabeago

cutterherhair.

Amane:Ohok,Simbahasagirlfriendthatheloves...

Idoubthe'dcheatonher.Hehasabeautiful

girlfriend..

Peter:(laughed)Idon'tknowwhatiwasthinking

gapemywifeisolderthanhim...Simbaandiare

veryclose,heisagoodboysoicouldn't

understand...Ijustdidn'twanttobelievethe

rumoursbecauseheislikeasontome.Him and

Bamearejustgoodboys,theyevenhelparoundasif

they'renottenants...

Amane:(laughed)Peoplewillstressyouwithlies,

Simbawouldnevertouchanyone'swifebecausehe
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doesn'thavemoneyandheknowsthatinBotswana

yougetsuedwhenyougetcaughtwithamarried

woman.

Peter:(laughedandshookhishead)Waitsebo

marataditababakajelamothonama,ihaven'tslept

thepast2days...Mywifeandihaven'thadsexina

monthsoiactuallybelievedthisbecauseshewon't

letmetouchher.

Amane:MmegaseSimba

Peter:Ididn'tbelieveSimbawoulddoitbecausehe

doesn'tevenhaveapassport..Ijustpretendidon't

knowbecausehehaskindofhintedhowslow

gettingapassportisandhowmuchhissonneeds

moneyandall.Ididn'tsnitchbecauseheisnot

breakingthelawandheisfriendly...Hesaidheis

goingbackhomesoIthoughtheisgoingtocheckit.

Idon'tthinkhe'dsleepwithmywifeknowinghehas

suchadisadvantage.

Amane:Exactly..

Petersighedrelivedandwalkedoutwithhisphone,
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AmanepickedherphoneandsentBatsilea

message...

AtDanielrentals...

Bame'sheartpoundedashesighedthecontractand

handedthedocuments..

Assistant:Thankyou,youalreadyattendedthe

briefingright?

Bame:Yes,iwasleftwithpickingthecaronly.

Assistant:Ok,herearethekeys.

Bame:Thankyou...

Bamesteppedoutofthebuildingholdinginhis

smile,hecouldn'twaittobeoutofsightsohecould

punchtheairinvictorybutassoonasheseteyeson

thetaxihe'dbedrivingandpayingforthenext12

monthsemotionsrose...somethingblockedhis
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throatasheapproachedtheHondafit.Hepressed

thekeysandthelightsflushed...Hereachedover

openingthedoorandgotin,helookedinsidethe

cleancarandturnedonthedashboard...Heinserted

thememorystickheboughtthedayhegothis

driver'slicense..

Themusicplayedandheleanedoverthesteering

wheelemotionally,hecouldjustburstintotears

cryingtearsofjoybuthewasn'tawomanso...He

leanedbackandtookouthisphonecallinghis

brother..

Batsile:Hello?

Bame:(shakyvoice)ididit...Iam ataxidriver...They

gavemethecar,I'llbemakingdailydepositsforthe

next12monthsthenitwillbemine.Ican'tbelieve

this.I'llbecollectingstudentskechaisisabatho

gapekerenka.YouandKanakowon'tevenhaveto

walk..

Batsile:Wewillcelebratelater,pleasecallSimba...
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Amanearegatweheissleepingwithherboss.She

liedonhisbehalfbecauseshedidn'twanthim tobe

introuble.Pleasesortitout...Ican'ttalknow,I'llcall

afterwork.

BamehungupanddialedSimbabutBasi'scallcame

through..

Bame:Yeah?

Basi:Justarrivedattherank,I'm takingataxitothe

barbershop.Ihavetwocoolerboxes.

Bame:Justwaitthere,I'lltellataxitocomepickyou

up.

Basi:Sure

Hehungupanddroveoutoftheparkinglotwhile

callingSimba...

Simba:(inthebackground)Canyoujustgivemethe
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phone!?

Peter'swife:Ican'tbelieveyou'redoingthistome

Simba:Canyouatleastharassmeinprivate?Thisis

myworkplace.

Her:Workplaceleswele?Thistrash?Whoisshe?

Bame:Hello?Simbawee?

Theirconversationcarriedonthenhehungupand

droveoff.

Atthebusrank...

LaterBamepulledovernexttohisbigbrotherand

rolleddownthewindow.Basi'smouthdroppedasbe

smiledstandingthere...Bamegotoutandpickedthe

coolers..

Bame:Areyemorenakearenkagoloha.Timeis
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money!

Heclosedthebootandturnedtohisbrotherasthey

bumpedshouldersandgotinthecar...

Basi:I'm proudofyou...

Bame:Istillcan'tbelieveit,butyou'rethefirst

persontogetit...IwanttopickBatsilesecondlyand

rebellastly..

Basi:(laughed)Thisisgreat...Youdidit!Youwere

sodetermined..Simbaogothusitsedhandikewena!

Theycrackedlaughingashedroveoff...

Atthebarbershop....

BamepulledoverasSimbasteppedoutofthe

barbershopcarryingthebatteryandplaceditinthe
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bootofMrsPeter'scar...

Bame:Canwetalk?

Her:Hewilltalktoyoulater

Bame:Iwanttotalktohim now,(pointedathim)

WenaSimbaI'm pissedAFbecauseididn'teven

suspectanythingwashappening...Didyouknowthat

therearecamerasatthehousethatcaughtyou

walkingin?Amaneriskedherjobsayingyouwere

visitingher..

Simba:Ididn'tknowhowtotellyou..Youwouldn't

understand.

Basi:Simbskwanoifyougetcaughtwithanother

man'swifeyoupaywaymorethanyoucanimagine...

Sheisdoingthisknowingverywellshewon'tbeheld

accountableincourt.ItwillbejustyouandMrPeter.

Simba:Ididn'twanttodothis,sheblackmailedme

andnowshemakesitseem likeiwantedthis.I

didn'twanttobetraymrPeter

Her:I'm pregnantSimba...stopsayingiforcedyou.I
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didn'trapeyou...Canwegotalk?It'snottimeforyou

tobetalkingtofriendsplayingvictim.You'renota

child,youenjoyedthis.

Peterpulledoverandparkedbetweenhiswifeand

Bame'scarthenhesteppedoutandclosedthedoor

lookingateveryone...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthebarbershop...

BamesmiledandshookPeter'shandwhileBasi

quicklypickedthebatteryinthebootandplacedit

insidethetaxibeforePetercouldseewhatwas

goingon...

Bame:Sir!

Peter:Leteng?

Basi:(walkedover)Dumelang

Peter:(smiled)Hello

Simba:(smiled)Godfather...Youshouldn'tcome

herewithuniform,peoplewillthinkI'm getting

arrested

Peter:(laughed)Theyshouldknowyouhave
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customers

Hiswifesteppedoverandputherarm aroundher

husband'swaist...

Bame:(closedMrsPeter'sboot)IstoppedMrsPeter

onherwaysoshecanassistus.Nekebataa

njampa,keneetswetaxikeyeesulebatterybutwe

managedtojumpstartmycar.Iguessthefirstthing

Ineednowisabattery..

Peterturnedaroundsmilingproudlyandshookhis

hand..

Peter:Congratulations,thishasbeenyourgoal...neo

inyatsahelathinkingyou'llfail.

Bame:Ifinallydidit..

Peter:(sighedholdinghiswife'shand)Ijustturned

becauseisawmywife'scarandwantedtosee
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what'sgoingon.

Bame:Ohok,shewasjumpstartingme.

(respectfullytoher)thankyouma'am

Her:You'rewelcome..

ShegotinhercaranddroveasPetergotinand

followedher.Simbawatchedtheircarsjoiningthe

roadandsighedinrelief...

Bame:(angrily)Areyoutryingtogotojail?Sleeping

withamarriedwomanasaforeignerwithoutpapers?

Really?Wow,youhaveguts...Jumpingtheboarder

andjumpingfencesintopeople'sbedrooms?Doyou

realisehowmanyoffencesyou'llhaveifPeterfinds

out?Andworsesleepingwithapoliceofficerswife?

Basi:Forgetthatsheispregnant,idon'tunderstand

peoplewhodon'tusecondoms...Whyboloto?You

obviouslydidn'ttestforHIVbecausetheywillnéed

yourpapers.

Simba:Shedidn'twantacondom...Ikeptrefusing
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butshestartedthreateningme

Bame:Kantewhydidyoufuckherhardtohurther?If

iwanttohurtawomanwithmydickican,isyour

dicktootinytopunish?

Simba:Thisonelikesthepainsheevenaskmeto

beatherandchokeherwhilesleepingwithher

Basi:(sighed)Leretshwarisanopa,mmenka

mmonayoosamindedeeppenetrationrurinkamo

nyola.Keleiteelelalothemoteng.

Bame:(thoughtfully)Enemmeomonate?

Simba:ItfeelslikeI'm gettingrapedsoican'ttell,i

thinkaboutPeterandgettingarrestedduringsexso

Idon'tenjoyit.

Bame:KetaamotsayatsayabutI'm allaboutthe

condom.

Basi:(laughed)Otsenellampa?

Bame:Ithinksheislying....gapeidon'tthinkher

childrenarePeter'schildren.Heisraisingother

men'schildrenandifhedidn'tdietheniwon't.Ke

batagomoitaanokatsepedihelakebonegoregaa
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kakeannabokgwaho.

Basi:(laughed)OK...Don'tgetcaughtbecauseyou

havenomoney.

Bame:Iwon'tgetcaught...Atleastnowiknowwhy

Simbahasbeendownalotlately,kantewareipiwa.

Basi:Nkarenkabennegoreipiwannaruri,I'dfuck

thiswomanshe'dneverbullyaman...Sheneedsa

gooddicking,leretehelalelethwaagetseesengba

barotangga1.

Bame:That'swhyIwantherbecauseicancum and

stillcarryon,ijustexchangethecondomsandride

herforanhour.Ifthatholeistiredislipintothe

backside,monatewateng!

Simba:(laughed)Justfortherecord,idon'thavea

smalldickandicandefinitelygoforseveralrounds.

Awomanlikeherjustdoesn'tarousemeandmy

moralscouldn'tallowmetogetmorethanone

erectiononPeter'sbed.

Basi:Nowenaiunderstand,besidesyou'refrom

Zim...Weknowyou'reprobablynotbad...Reraya

helalaiteaka.
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Simba:Okithoughtlitakesizeyamunwanawa

dinkonko.

TheycrackedlaughingandgotinthetaxiasBame

joinedtheroad.Simbasmiledlookingatitand

laughed..

Simba:Yourdream jobmyboy.

Bame:Mydream job!

Simba:Twopeoplewantedthecoolers.Youneedto

bringmore

Basi:I'm tryingbutithinkineedtohiresomeoneto

assistme.

Simba:Yeah.I'vedesignedyouaflierbutI'm going

topostitwhenyou'rereadywiththefish.

Basi:Ok

Bame:Idesignedmyselfanadvertlastnight.Iwas

usingtheappyoutaughtme...Iwanttopostitsoi

cangetafewstudentsandworkers.
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Simba:That'sgood,graphicdesignisn'tthathard

especiallynowthatthereareappsthatdoalmost

everything.

Basi:Butyoumustgetapassportandworkinan

office.You'retooeducatedforabarbershop.

Simba:Weallstartsomewhere..

Bame:True...

SimbatookouthisphoneandtextedBatsileas

Bamehitthehorn,twoladiesstoppedthetaxithen

hepulledoverandpickedhisveryfirstcustomers...

Atthehardwarestore...

Themanagerandhissuperiorswalkedintheshop

talkingasawhitecouplewalkedout...

Manager:Hello
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Customers:Hi,mayihaveaminute...(turnedlooking

atBatsilewhilehewasassistinganothercustomer)I

forgottogetthatyoungman'snamebutI'm happy

withhisservice..IusuallystrugglewhenI'm inhere

lookingforsomeonetohelpandwhilethey're

helpingthey'dgohelpsomeoneelsebuthetakeshis

time.Heispatientandjustanatural...Youhavea

goodone..

Manager:(smiled)Thankyou,I'lllethim knowthat

ourcustomersarehappy.

Superior:Ishethesamepersonwhowaspostedon

Facebookaboutagoodservice?

Manager:Yes

Him:Hehasbeenhereforjustamonthandmore

than3customershaveacknowledgedhim.Hemust

bereallygood.

Manager:Heisgood...Heisahardworker...Hecan

evengoforlunchlatejustbecausehewantedto

assistaclient.
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Thebossesnoddedlookingathim ashelaughed

withacustomerholdingalistofitemsona

quotation...

Him:Didwefillinthepostofaseniorsalesman

afterthatonewasfiredforstealingourbuilding

materials?

Manager:WewereobservingPaulsincehehasbeen

workinghereforover7years.

Him:ButPaulmissesworkalot...Putthislittleguy

underobservation,ifhekeepsthisupforthenext

monthheisoursalesmanager.Hewillbesentfora

workshop...From herekeephim closesohecan

learnoursystem..Whenheisnotassistingclients

callhim toyourdeskandteachhim butdon'ttellhim

weareconsideringtopromotehim justyet...

Paulandtheotherworkerswalkedpastthebosses

whiletheyweretalkingaboutBatsile...
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MeanwhileBatsilepushedthetrolleywhilepicking

theitemsfortheclient...

Batsile:Isthisfortheshower?

Customer:Yes

Batsile:Thebuilderforgottotellyoutoincludea

towelrodandthesoapstandkanayoualready

boughtthem?

Customer:(gasped)Waitsewaabuangwanaka,

pleaseincludethem..

Batsile:Comethissideandchoosetheoneyoulike...

Eventhatthingthatsupportsthetoiletpaperisnot

onthelist

Customer:ehethattoo,what'syourname?

Batsile:Batsile,hereismytag...

Customer:Canitakeyourpicture?

Batsile:(laughedshyly)Eish..

Customer:Emasentemr
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Batsile:(laughed)Aennakeaswaba

Thecustomertookapictureofhim ashelaughed

lookingaway.

Customer:I'llbeaskingforBatsilewhenicome

here...

Batsile:Ok,keepyourreceiptuntilyou'redone

becauseyoumightfindthatyouneedtochange

somethingandweonlyhelpwhenyouhaveareceipt.

Customer:Ok,

Heescortedhertothetillpushinghertrolleyasan

oldmanwalkedinandstoppedatthedoorlooking

aroundsearchingforsomeone.Hewalkedoverto

theotheremployeewithatagPaul...

Him :Hi,I'm lookingforayoungmanwhoassisted

meherelastweek...Iforgothisname...Ithinkits
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Bame,somethingwithaBa

Paul:Wedon'thaveBamehere...caniassistyou?

Him:Omathomakimanyanajaanaohisteethare

verywhiteandhelikessmiling..Eishwhat'sthis

name?

Worker:(laughed)It'sBatsile,keenewamathoa

makima...Checkthatside

Oldman:Ohthereisheis,keitsegoreeneotaa

itibisadilotsesente...Ronabannabagolorebonyare

hetsapelo..

HewalkedovertoBatsileandtappedhisshoulder,

Batsileturnedaroundandsmiledrecognisinghim

from lasttime...Oneoftheslowestcustomersever.

Hegothislistandgrabbedthetrolleyastheywalked

throughthesection.

Paulandtheotherworkerslookedatoneanother

andshooktheirheads...
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AtPeter'sHouse...

LaterduringlunchtimeBamedrovethroughthegate

andparkedinfrontofthemainhouse,Amane

steppedoutwithalunchboxandgotinthefront

seat...

Amane:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyoufinallydidit

Bame:Can'tbelieveiteither,ididn'tknowtaxidrivers

makesomuchmoney.Themmaketshweredinote.

Dispecialdidiramadi

Amane:I'm happyforyou...

BamedroveoutofthegateasBatsile'sfoodgothim

swallowing.

Bame:Ibetheiswaitingkapeloered

Amane:(laughed)Ihaven'ttoldhim I'm bringinghim

lunch.It'sasurprise...Ididn'teatmyfoodandsaved
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itforhim..Ketaanwaoroseneotholaaeme.He

sayscustomerspreferhim sohedoesn'tsitdown,

koorehestandsfrom morninguntilknockofftime.

Bame:BaFacebooklebonebataammolaisa

customerservice

Amane:Butilikeit,heisonathreemonths

probationsoit'sgoodifpeopleacknowledgehis

servicecausehewillbehiredforreal.

Bame:True...

Bamehitthehornandpickedtwocustomers

headingtotheirdirection.

Atthehardwarestoreandbuildingmaterials...

MeanwhileBatsilewalkedoutofthebuildingtaking

offhisoveralljacketandtookouthisphonereading

Simba'smessage..
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Simba:Heybro,kerekilediforomotse2andiwant

tostartmakingbricksforsale.Barbershopisn't

makingenoughmoney.Basiregisteredmycompany

inhisnamesonowineedaplacetodomybricks.I

knowyourplaceisatthefarm butiwasthinking

sinceAmane'splaceishugeicouldrenttheother

space.I'm notsureifI'llmakemoneybutiwantto

try.Ididn'twanttotalktoAmanedirectlywithout

goingthroughyouasmybrother.

Batsile:I'lltalktohersoyoucanusethespacefree

untilyoumakemoneythat'swhenyoucanthink

aboutmoney.Fornowwearealltryingtogetonour

feet.I'llgiveyoufeedbacktonight.

Paulandanotheremployeeranfrom behindhim and

caughtupwithhim holdingsoupandmagwinya.

Paul:Here,iboughtyousoup

Batsilegotthesmallcontainerofsoupandasthey
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walkedunderthetreeandsatdowneachhaving

theirsouptakingmagwinyafrom thesameplastic.

Theyateuntiltheyweredone.Ataxistoppedunder

theothertreeandtherewasahooter,Batsilesmiled

andwaved...

Batsile:Guysthat'smybrother..Thanksforthesoup,

tomorrowitsonme

Paul:Sure

Batsilehurriedovertothetree,Bamesteppedout

proudlyandsmiledholdinghiswaist..

Bame:Ketserwetaxispecialkecustomertodeliver

foodforherboyfriend.

Batsile:I'm proudofyou...

Him andBatsileshoulderbumpedasAmane

steppedoutwithaplateandhandedhim.
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Batsilelookedatthedeliciousmouthwateringfood

andswallowedthenheleanedinandtookabiteout

ofthedrumstickbeforekissingher..

Batsile:Thankyou...

Heputtheplateoverthecarandhuggedherthenhe

kissedheragainstthecarsneakinghishand

underneathhertoptosqueezeherbreasts..

Bame:(laughed)Erengnopamongwaneng...

BatsileandAmanelaughedashesmiledlookingin

hereyesandleanedinforaFrenchkiss..

Batsile:(whisperedonherlips)iloveyou

Amane:Iloveyoutoo
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Hegottheplateandbeguneating...

Batsile:(toBame)Let'seat

Bame:KeipeilepelokaKFC.

Theylaughedasheatethenhepausedfrowned,

BameandAmanelookedathim..

Amane:What?

Bame:Keeng?

Batsileturnedaroundandthrewupaseverything

begunspinning,helostbalanceastheplate

dropped..Bamegrabbedhim ashebentdown

throwingup...

*

*
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Atthehospital...

Bamewalkedinandpulledthechairsittingnextto

Batsile'sbedwhilehelaidonthebedwithadripon

hisarm...

Bame:Areyouok?

Batsile:Yeah,ithinkifeelbetterbutI'm inalittlebit

ofpain.

Bame:Idon'tunderstand,you'veneverhadanallergy

morekarengit'sallergy..

Batsile:Thisfeelstooseriousforanallergy,I'm in

seriouspain...Malaasegathogoyabetsa.

Thedoctorwalkedinholdinghismedicalrecords...
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Doctor:Wegotthelabresultsback,itlookslikefood

poison...Particularlychemicalcompositionsfound

inratpoisonwhichcanbelethalforhumansifyou

continueconsumingmore.Doyourememberthe

lastmealyouhad?

Batsile:Yes,spaghettiandchickenwithvegetable

soupandsalads.

Doctor:Whopreparedthem?

Batsile:Mygirlfriend

Bame:Iwaswithherwhenwedeliveredthem buti

didn'tknowtheyhavepoison.

AmanewalkedinholdingacanofdrinkandFrench

fries.Theguysandthedoctorturnedlookingather

andshewalkedinconfused...

Amane:What'sgoingon?
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Therewasanawkwardmomentasshelookedatthe

doctorandbackatBatsile...

Doctor:Ihaveanotherpatient,you'llbeadmittedfor

observation.IfyourtestsareOKinthemorningthen

you'llbereadytogo.

Batsile:Thankyou...

ThedoctorwalkedoutasBameheavedahugesigh

standingup..

Bame:Ihavetogo..

Amane:It'sok,I'llgetataxi...

HewalkedoutasAmaneputthefoodonthetable.

ThedooropenedandBamestuckhisheadin..

Bame:Pleasebecareful..
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Batsile:Ok.

Heclosedthedoorandleft,Amaneturnedand

lookedathim...Sheputherhandoverhisforehead

tofeelhistemperatureandfrom hisfaceshecould

tellhewasn'ttellingherwhathewasthinking...

Amane:Whatdidthedoctorsay?Pleaseeat

something...Youthrewupalot,I'm suregaona

energy.

Batsile:Foodpoisoning..

Amane:Idon'tunderstand

Batsile:TherewasRatpoisoninyourfood.

Amane:Whywouldiputpoisoninyourfood?

Batsile:That'swhatidon'tunderstand...Whywould

youdothat?

Amane:Youthinkipoisonedyou?Icookedthatfood

withyouinmindknowingyou'rehungryandyou

thinkipoisonedyou?
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Batsile:I'm askingyou...Igotsicktheminuteiate

yourfood...Yousawwhathappenedoutthere.

(glaredather)Whatisreallygoingoninyourhead?

Amane'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedathim...

Batsile:Can'tyoujusttellthetruth,whatwereyou

tryingtodo?I'm notrich..I'dthinkyou'redoingitfor

thatsopleasemakemeunderstandwhatisgoing

on.I'm notangrywithyoubutifyoukeeplyingtome

you'llnotbehappywithwhatI'lldo.I'm notplaying

gameswithyoubecauseyou'vejustputmylifeat

risk.

Amane:Ididn'tpoisonyou

Batsile:Youneverevenbringmefoodatworkto

beginwith,whytoday?

Amane:(tearfully)Becausetodayyourbrotherhada

carforthefirsttimeandiknewhewouldn'tmind

bringingmeover.You'rebreakingmyheartright

now...Imadethatfoodwithallmyenergyke
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kgabisaandaddedallkindsofthingsiknowyoulike.

Ifoneofthespicesiswhatyou'reallergictothenI'm

sorrybecauseididn'tknow,mmehelaididn'tput

poisoninthere.Ihavenoreasontokillyou.

Batsile:Juststopwiththefaketearsandbehonest...

Icouldbecallingthepolicesotheycaninvestigate

thisbutI'm givingyouachancetotellthetruth.

Amane:Ididn'tpoisonyou..

Batsileturnedwithastraightfacelookingather..

Batsile:(pointedattheFrenchfries)Theneatthese...

Jamafreshaee..

Amane:Kareididn'tpoisonyou

Batsile:AmaneI'm notplayingwithyou.Eatthem if

youdidn'tputanythinginside..

Amane'slipstrembledasshereachedoverforthe

plasticandbeguneatingastearsrolleddownher
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cheeks..

Amane:Idon'tlikeFrenchfrieslikethis...Waitse

goregakeratemafresha,kewenawaratang.Ican't

eatthisgonalevinegarmoteng.

Batsile:DoyouthinkI'm playingwithyou?Eatthator

tellmewhyyoudidit...Makemeunderstand.Am i

nuisanceinyourhouse?

Amaneputmorechipsinhermouth,thetasteof

vinegarfilledhermouthsalivaasshestopped

chewing,herstomachliftedandsheraninthe

bathroom whereshethrewupandcoughed.Batsile

gotoffthebedandwalkedinthebathroom while

shewasbendingoverthetoilet...

Batsile:Wabonagoreyoudidthis?

Sheturnedaroundwipinghermouthwithherouter

handandlookedathim,thefrownbetweenhis
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eyebrowsdoubledasherheartpounded.Shelooked

athishandandblockedhercheekscrying...

Amane:Batsilestop...I'm sorry...I'm throwingup

becauseofthevinegar.Ifonlyyoucouldseeinside

myheartandhowmuchIloveyou...Icouldneverdo

that.

Batsile:(angrily)Whyareyoudoingthis?Whyare

youthrowingupifyoudidn'tputanythinginthose

chips?

Hesteppedcloserwithanopenhandassheputher

handsoverherheadandsliddownsittingand

crying...

Amane:I'm sorry,forgiveme...

Batsile:Forgiveyouforwhat?

Amane:(crying)Idon'tknow,I'm scaredbecauseo

batagompetsabutIdidn'tpoisonyou.Nnagake

batemothoyoontsenyangletsogo.Ididn'tpoison
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you,pleasebelieveme.

Sherubbedhertearsandlookedatthespace

betweenhislegsashestoodinfrontofher,she

crawledbetweenhislegsandranoutashechased

afterher.Sheslammedthedoorandranoutcrying

ashestoodatthedoorglaringatheruntilshe

disappearedoutcrying...

*

*

*

*

*
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#15

AtAmane'smother's...

Amaneapproachedthescreenwallandstoodatthe

blackslidinggatelookingthebewareofdogssign.

Shecouldn'tstopthetearsinhereyes,afterwhat

shewentthroughwiththatdrunkardshecouldn't

imaginebeinghospitalisedbyanotherman...Surely

herfatherwouldinterveneifhewasalive...

Sherubbedhereyesandslowlyslidthegate,she

stuckherheadinandi5lookedlikebothdogswere

onleashes.Shesteppedinandslidthegateclosed.

Hermother'scarwasn'tinthegarage,insteaditwas

awhiteBMW ormaybesheboughtanothercar

again....
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Sheslowlyandquietlywalkedtowardsthehouse

whilebothbulldogslaidasleepunderthetree.One

lifteditsheadandlookedatherthenitchargedat

herassherantowardsthehousescreaming.The

seconddogfollowedasshesteppedontheveranda

tileandslippedfallingdown...

Amane:(screaming)MAMA!?MAMA!?!UHHH!...

Thefirstdogclampedonherwristwithitsteethand

violentlyshookitsheadtryingtotearherwhileth3

secondheavybigheadeddogclampedherfoot

whileshescreamedcryingandpunchingtheirbig

headswithonlymadethem angrier.

Thedooropenedandhermother'shusbandstepped

out...

Him:Snoozedown!Stop!
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Theycarriedontearingherasheturnedbackinthe

houseandranoutwithabucketofwater,hepoured

itoverherandttheyretreatedshakingtheirfurand

shakingthewateroff.

Hedroppedthebucketandcarriedhertothe

bathroom whereheplacedherinthetuband

grabbedtheshowerheadwashingoffherbloody

handandleg...

Him:I'm sorryididn'thearyou!

Amane:(crying)Ithurts..

Him:Ihavetotakeyoutotheclinicandattendyou,

(handedheratowel)pleasetakeoffyourwet

clothes...I'llbringyousomethingtowear...

Shetookoffherdrippingclothesandwrapped

herselfwithatowelthenhewalkedbackinand

handedhermother'scasualclothes...
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Him:Putthaton...

Hesteppedoutsideandclosedthedialingher

mother.

Mother:Hello?

Him:Hi,Amanehasbittenbythedogs.

Mother:Elegoreeneneatilegobataeng?{what

wasshedoingthereinthefirstplace?}

Him:Shedidn'tgetachancetoexplain,shedoesn't

evenhaveaphonewithhermaybeshewantedto

talktoyou.Amanekemosetsanacan'tsheneedher

mother?

Mother:AennagagonasekesebuwangleAmane.

I'm tryingtomoveonwithmylifeidon'tneedmylife

traumaspoppingupeverytimeibecomehappy.

Him:You'retalkingasifyouweremolested.Akoote

kongwaneng..

Mother:Ithasnothingtodowithageandeverything
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todowithconsent

Him:Howdoyouknowyoudidn'tconsent?Canyou

justcomeover.

Mother:Ketheogetse...Letmehelpaclient

Amaneswallowedtearfullylisteningtohermother

ontheloudspeakerasthecallgotdisconnected.She

bentoverandwashedherbloodytopandskirtthen

shecleanedthetubandsteppedoutasblood

drippeddownherfoot.Shepressedherclothesover

herpunchersandlacerations...

Thehusbandhandedheranothertowelasthey

headedtothegarage...

Attheprivateclinic....

LaterthatafternoonAmanewatchedasthenurse

stitchedandbandagedherfootandarm...
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Her:You'regood...You'llbecomingfordressing

everymorning.

Amane:Ok,thankyou.

Her:Thedoctorwroteyouaprescription,justgoto

thepharmacyandbuythem withyourmedicalaid

card.

Amane:idon'thaveamedicalaid,canigetthem at

thepublichospitalwhereitsfree?

Her:Yes,youcandothat.Sohowareyougoingto

settlethebilltoday?

Amane:Thedoctorismystepfather

Her:Ohok,thenhemightjustpayforthem atthe

pharmacy.Hehasanaccountthere.

Amane:Thankyou..

Thenursewalkedoutleavinghersittingonthebed

asthedoctorwalkedinandclosedthedoor.
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Him:Areyouok?

Amane:Yes..

Hewalkedoverandpulledupthestripofher

mother'stoplookingathernipplestaringrightback

athim.

Him:Thislookssomuchbetteronyou...

Shelookedupathim ashelookedinhereyes,he

lookedatherlipsandgentletwistedhernipple

beforecuppingthewholebreastandleanedoverfor

akiss.Shequicklytiltedherheadbutheturnedher

headandkissedher.

Amane:(shakyvoice)Ihaveaboyfriend!Gakebate...

Him:Iwon'tbelong..

Amane:(pushingwithonehand)Stop!
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Tearsfilledhereyesasshestruggledpushinghim

withonearm,hegotbetweenherlegsandcovered

hermotherwithhishand..

Him:Youneedtostop!Relax!

Amane'seyeswelledwithtearswithhishand

pressedonhermouththenshenoddedastears

rolleddown.Withherotherarm shereachedover

andtouchedhisheadcaressinghim ashertears

rolleddown..Heletgoofhermouththensherubbed

hertears...Clearlyitwasgoingtohappenbut

knowinghisstatusshejusthadtopreventan

infection...

Amane:(shakyvoice)Aleaparecondom ketaadira

womenontop...

Him:Ok....
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Hegotoffherandpulledoneofthedrawerswith

freecondoms,therewasaknockonthedoor,she

leapedupasthenursewalkedinwithherstamped

prescription.

Nurse:Hereisyourprescription,nekeilegoebaya

stamp

Amanelimpeddownthebedgettingherprescription

andwalkedpastthenurse.

Amane:Eemma,thankyou.

Shelimpedoutofthebuildingholdinginhertears

andburstoutcryingintheparkinglot.

Amane:Papa!!?
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Itwasalwaysamemoryofherfathercarryingher

overhisshoulderswhileshesupportedherselfwith

hishead,orhim piggybackinghertocrosstheriver

withherduringherprimaryschoolevenatajunior

school...Beingpiggybackedasateenagerjustso

herschoolshoeswouldn'tbewetfrom theriver

bankswhenshegotonthecanoe,him pushingitin

thewaterandjumpinginthenpaddlingalltheway

from Matlapanatotheoldbridgewherehe'dstill

steponthemudandcarryheronhisbacktoputher

ondrylandsoshecouldgotoschool."OnceI've

madeenoughmoneyI'm buildingaoneroom in

Maunthenyouwon'tridethecanoe,butkeep

makingmeproudwithyourmarks.Icanoeharder

becauseiknowyou'regoingtomakemeproudand

beachef.Idon'tcarewhatyoubecome,aslongasit

makesyouhappy."hewouldsaythisasthecanoe

slidbackintheriverwithhim standingthereholding

thatpaddle.Bythetimeshewasdoneremembering

thishertearshaddriedandshewalkedtothe

nearestpublicclinicandcollectedherprescription....
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AtBame&Simba'sHouse...

AvanstoppedinfrontofthehouseasBame

steppedoutofhistaxiandwalkedinwithagroupof

guysthatbegunloadingimmediately...

Petersteppedoutofthehouseandwalkedover...

Peter:You'releaving?

Bame:Yes,wefoundabiggerplace...

Peter:Ohok,youdidn'twarnus.

Bame:Simbaalreadyfoundyouareplacement.We

postedonFacebookthatthereisafreehouse.2

peopleareinterested,hewillsharetheirnumbers.

Peter:Oh,ok...Doesthishavetodowithmy

conversionwithAmane?

Bame:Whatconversation?

Peter:WheniaskedheraboutmywifeandSimba?
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Bame:Idon'tunderstand

Peter:ohnevermind,iguessshejustbrusheditoff.

Bame:Ok...Letmeassistmathakaa..

Peter:WhereisAmane?Gaalaela

Bame:Callher

Peter:Sheisnotpicking.Sheshouldbehomewith

thekidssoicangobacktowork.

Bame:Shecanexplainbetter...

Petersighedandwalkedbacktothehouseguilt

stricken,perhapsAmaneleftthejobbecausethey

didn'tpayherenough,orshethoughthewasafreak

forinstallingcameras?Andnowtheboysleavingtoo,

washeabadlandlord?Heprobablywentoverboard

thinkingSimbacoulddothisandnowthepoorboys

decidedtoleave...
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AtKevin'sPreschool...

LaterthatafternoonSimbastoodatthegateholding

anewtoyascarsdroveintopickthechildren.Surely

KevinwenttothisschoolbasedontheTshirthe

worethefirsttimehecameforahaircut...

Jalo'scarapproachedthenhequicklyremovedthe

priceonthetoy,shepulledoverandrolleddownthe

window.

Jalo:Hi

Simba:Hi,ithinkKevinforgotthisatthebarbershop.

Jalo:Ohit'snothis.

Simba:Ok

Jalo:Getin,I'llleavedropyouattheroad...

Simba:Sure.
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Hegotinthepassengerseatandclosedthedoor

thentheydroveinandpickedKevinwhogavehim a

fistbumpbeforegettingintheback.

Therewassilenceasshedrovethecar...

Jalo:SimbawaaitsegoreeveryAfricancountryhas

itsownlawsthatgovernitspeople?

Simba:Iknow...

Jalo:Youshouldn'ttakethatforgranted,i

understandthatthereissomuchgoingonin

Zimbabwebuteverycountryhasitsownlaws.It's

unfairtobreakthelawshereandexpecteveryoneto

bequiet,thisiswhatcausesxenophobia...People

comingfrom theircountriestodisrespectthelaws

thatthecitizensofthatcountryarerespecting

themselves....Iwon'tsellyououtbecauseicare

aboutyoubutasapoliceofficerwhotookanoathi

am breakingthelawbykeepingquiet.I'm puttingmy

jobatriskandjobsarehardtofind.Ifilosemyjob

noonewillhiremebecauseiwenttoapolice
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college.Batswanaarenowbeingchargedfor

keepingquietaboutillegalimmigrantslivinginthe

community...Youmightbegoodbutnotmany

boarderjumpersare.Alotofthem robpeopleonthe

streetatknifepoint,becausetheysleepinbushes

theyrapechildrenandwomengoingtoschooland

workearlyinthemornings,theybreakintopeople's

homesandmakeithardtotrustaZimbabwean.As

apoliceofficericantellyoualmosteverycase

aboutrobberyhasaZimbabweaninvolvedanda

Zimbabweanwhojumpedtheboarder.

Zimbabweanswithpassportsarepeacefulpeople...

Sopeacefulthatsometimeswetakeadvantageof

theircheaplabourbutboarderjumpersterroriseour

communitywithrapeandtheft.Thisiswhyitseems

likenobodywantsaZimbabweanaroundthem,we

nowhavewrongimpressionsaboutZimbabweans

here.Trustmeifyougetarrestedasaforeignerwith

papersfrom you'llbetreatedfairlybutifyouget

caughtinyoursituationwithoutpapers...you'llbe

treatedlikeasuspectinthehundredsofrapecases

ofschoolkids,thehousebreakingsandallthecases

inwhichvictimsdescribedperpetratorsaspeopleof
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youraccent.You'reputtingyourlifeatriskby

continuingtobreakthelaw.Makegettingapassport

yourpriority..Please.

Simbalookeddownthoughtfullyandsighed...

Simba:I'llleavetonight...I'llgobacktoMutareand

onlycomebackaftergettingmypassport.

Jalo:You'reeducatedandifyoucomewittheright

channelsthroughtheboarderyou'dgetaproperjob

orevenmakemoneyfreely.WehaveZimbabweans

whoaredoctors,accountantsandallkindsofthings,

theydon'tgetharassedandtheyenjoythemselves

becauseyoujustlookatthem andseethatdignity.

It'snotworthittobeaboarderjumperbecauseyou

liveinfearandpeopletakeadvantageofyou

becauseyoucan'treportthem.

Simba:You'reright.

Jalo:I'llriskandgiveyouthemoneyyouneedtogo

getthepassport.Iknowyouprobablyhaveawife
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thereormaybeyoudon't,idon'tknowbutI'm just

helpingyou.

Simba:Idon'thaveawife...Andthankyou.Itmeans

alottome...It'sgoingtochangemyson'slife.

Jalo:I'm doingthisbecauseIsawhispicture,goget

apassportanddon'tcomebackhereunlessyou

camethroughtheboardersoyoucanberespected.

You'reagoodmanandyou'regoodlooking,thetittle

ofaboarderjumperdoesn'tsuityou.

Shepulledintothestopandopenedherpurse

countingthemoney,Simbalookedather

speechlesslyandreceivedit.

Jalo:You'lltalktomeifyouneedhelp

Simba:Canihugyou?(lookedatKevinplayingwith

atoy)Inprivate...

Theysteppedoutandmetbehindthecarashe

huggedherandkissedherneck,heleanedback
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slowlyandkissedherassheclosedhereyes...

Simba:(whispered)Iactuallycametoseeyouand

tellyouthatwomanisnotmygirlfriend..

Hekissedheragainandhuggedherastheyhugged...

Simba:I'm goingtopackandgo..(laughed)Canyou

believeimightactuallygetrobbedbyotherboarder

jumpersandlosethismoney?

Jalo:(laughed)Becarefuleetherra...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhesighedletting

hergo.Shegotbackinthecaranddroveoff...

AtAmane'sHouse...

Bamedrovethroughthegateandparkedinfrontof



Iam

thehouse...itdidn'tlooklikeshecamehomelast

night...

Bame:Doyoureallythinkshedidit?Maybe

someonepoisonedherfood.Maybeit'sPeter'swife

tryingtopoisonherhusbandsoshecanenjoy

Simba'sdickinpeace.

Batsile:Problem sheistheonewhocooked...andthe

wifewasn'thome,(sighed)Ireallydon'tknowwhat

tothinkanymore

Bame:Gapetheproblem isthatshepoisonedthe

chipstoosoit'shardtounderstandwhyshewould

dothis.

Batsile:Lennagakeitsetota...

Bame:Alright,talkmeifyouneedanything.Simba

leftforZim yesterday,arecrushyagagwegavehim

alectureaboutgettingintothecountrytherightway.

Batsile:Whenwillhebeback?

Bame:Ifhegetsthepassport,idon'tknowwhen

thatwillbe.Thehouseisboringwithouthim kana
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neketwaetsemodumowagagwe

Batsile:Atleasthewillcomebackafreeman.

Bame:Yeah...

BamedroveoffasBatsilesteppedoverthestoop

takingoutkeys.Heunlockedthedoorandwalkedin..

Hesighedandsatonthebedputtingboththeir

phonesdownthenherestedhisfacebetweenhis

handsandsighed...Helookedatthehouseandit

didn'tlooklikesheslepthome...Hadshegonetoher

mother'shouse?Butshedidn'tlikegoingthere...

Washereallythatscary?Hedidn'tevenbeather...

Butthenshelookedreallyterrified...Amane'sphone

receivedamessageandheclickedonit.

MrRamogae:I'm sorryaboutwhathappened,ididn't

meantodothat.

Batsile:It'sok,iunderstand.Whydidyoudoit?
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MrRamogae:Ihavealwayshadfeelingsforyouever

sinceyoumatured.Ilovehowcalm youare,iknow

yougotscaredthelasttimeyouvisitedwhenitried

tokissyoubutformeit'snotalustkindoffeeling.I

reallydocareaboutyouandihatehowyourmother

doesn'tcareaboutyou.Iwishihadseenyoufirst

beforemarryingher,Idon'tevenloveher,I'm with

herbecauseofyoursiblings.Forthesakeofbana

helatotannakebatawena.Canyoucomebackre

bue?Thatdogbiteneedsextracare,icantakeafew

daysoffandtellyourmotherI'm goingfora

workshopthenicantakecareofyouforaweekuntil

you'verecovered.

Batsileclenchedhisjawsreadinghismessagesand

stoodup,helockedthehouseandheadedtothe

privateclinic...

*

*

*

*
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Attheclinic...

Batsilewalkedintyping...

Batsile:(text)I'm walkingin,whatdoitellthem?

MrRamogae:(replied)Ialreadytoldthem,I'm

expectingyou.I'm intheconsultationroom.

Batsile:Ok.

Heslidthephoneinhisbackpocketandleanedover

thecounter..

Batsile:Hi,DrRamogaehadanappointmentwithmy

girlfriendandibutsomethinghappenedandineed
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totalktohim aboutit.Heisexpectingus

Receptionist:Hementionedthat,pleasegoin

Batsile:Thankyou...Thiswayright?

Receptionist:Thisside..

Hewalkedinandheadedtotheconsultationroom

whereheknockedonthedoorandwalkedin,the

doctorstoodupconfused,Batsileturnedthekeyand

putitinhispocket..

Batsile:Sitdown...

Doctor:(tookouthisphone)I'm callingsecuri-

Batsilesnatchedthephonefrom hishandand

slappedhim acrosstheface...

Batsile:Sitdown!I'm notgoingtotellyoutwice.I

don'tcareifyou'readoctor,you'regoingtolistento
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meoryou'regoingtojailforrapeorsexual

harassment,whateveritisyourwholefamilywillget

toknowwhatyoutriedtodoordidtoyour

daughter...Someonewhoyoushouldseeasyour

child.

Thedoctorslowlysatdownashisheartpounded....

Dr:Wedon'thavetoinvolveotherpeople,iknowthat

whatididwaswrongandI'm willingtocorrect

myself.Amaneknowsihaveneverabusedher..

Batsile:Shedidn'tcomeback,whereisshe?

Dr:Idon'tknow

Batsile:(raisedhisvoice)Whathappened?Whatdid

youdotoher?

Dr:Ididn'tdoanything...Shearrivedoutsidewhilei

wasgettingreadytocometowork,thedogs

attackedherandirushedheroverhere.Wetreated

herandendedupkissing,wealmosthadsexbuti

justdecideditwasabadtime.
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Batsile:Thenwhatwereyouapologisingfor?

Dr:Forkissingherbutididn'tforceher.Sheknowsit.

Youcanaskher...

Batsile:Sowhereisshe?

Dr:Idon'tknow...

Batsile:Soyoufindnothingwrongwithyoukissing

yourdaughter?

Dr:That'swhyiapologisedbecauseirealiseditwas

wrong

Batsile:Yousaidyouwanttospendaweekwithher

takingcareofher,iwastalkingtoyouremember?

Thesuddeninnocentremorsefullookonthisman's

facewasmoreannoyingthanhisvagueanswers.

Batsileswepteverythingoverhischestashestood

upandthrewhisphoneonhischest.

Batsile:Ihopeforyoursakeshewillsayshe

consentedtoyourkiss,ifnotI'm comingbackfor
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you.You'resickifyoucanlustforyourdaughter,she

maynotbeyourbloodbutyou'reafatherfigure.The

sadpartisthatpeopledon'tevenexpectthiskindof

behaviorfrom educatedpeoplelikeyou...Ifeelsorry

fortheparentswhoprobablytrustyouaroundtheir

childrenthinkingyou'reaninnocentdoctor.

Heunlockedthedoorandturnedlookingather...

Batsile:Icameheretorearrangeyourfacebutidon't

thinkit'sworthit...atleastfornow.Stayawayfrom

her...Nexttimeiwon'tdustyourcheeklikeijustdid..

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedoutashisphone

rang...

Batsile:Hello?

Paul:It'sPaul,iheardwhathappened...Howareyou

feeling?
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Batsile:I'm fine,iwasgiven1dayoffsotomorrowI'll

bethere

Paul:Ok,iwasjustcheckingonyou.

Batsile:Sure

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsthetaxistopashe

receivedanothercallfrom aworkmate...

Batsile:Hello?

Him:Yeah,iheardyouwerepoisoned..Didyoueat

anythingfrom Paul?

Batsile:Wehadsoupandmagwinyayesterdaybut

wewereeatingtogether,why?

Him:Thereisarumorgoingonthatthebosseswant

tohireyouandpromoteyouatthesametime.Paul

hasbeenlookingforwardtothatpositionsincethe

guywhohadthatpostwasfired.

Batsile:(thoughtfully)Wesharedmagwinyabutthe

soupwasindifferentcontainers...Shit!Whendidyou
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hearaboutthepromotion?

Him:Nnakegonekeutwangtodayatworktheni

justwonderedifitspossiblebecauseidon'tthink

Paullovesyou.Hedoesn'tlookstyouright,youjust

nevernoticebecauseyou'realwaysbusy.Hewas

veryhappytodayatheogetsekamashetawhen

everyonekeptaskingaboutyou.

Batsile:(sighed)Thanksforwarningme,leyone

promotionididn'tknowanythingaboutit.Thanks

Him:Sure

Batsilehungupandtookouthiswalletcountinghis

moneythenhetookataxitothebusrank...

Inthebus....

Minuteslaterhewalkedinthebusandsatdown

dialingBame...
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Bame:Hello?

Batsile:I'm goingtothefarm...Ipoisonedatwork.

GatwethereisarumourthatI'llbepromotedtoa

postthatsomeonewaseyingandweirdenough

yesterdaythisguyboughtmesoup.Wenevereven

eattogetherbutyesterdayheboughtmefood.

Bame:Amaneokae?Youoweheranapologyfor

scaringherlikethat.

Batsile:Ihopeshewon'tdumbmebecause...

(sighed)Thisisbad....Ifuckedup...Andshewas

cryingbeggingme...Ikeptgoingandgoing,shegot

bitbythedogstoo...Koatengwalwala...

Bame:Agobatangwanat

Batsile:Shap...

Hehungupandsighedasthebusdoorclosedand

thebusstartedmoving...
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Atthefarm....

HourslaterBatsilewalkedtowardsthegateasthe

elderssatunderthetree.Hiseyesgotfixedatthe

houseashepassedtothetreeandsatdown...

Batsile:Dumelang

Oldman:Howareyou

Batsile:I'm good

Her:Otengngwanaka,whereisAmanehaekareota

olenosijaana?

Batsile:Sosheisnothere?

Oldman:isshesupposedtobehere?

*

*

*

*

"
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Atthefarm...

Batsile:Ithoughtsheishere,wehada

misunderstandingandsheleft.Shedidn'tcome

homelastnightsoithoughtmaybeshecamehere...

Igotthismessagefrom hermother'shusband...It

seemsshewenttheretotalktohermotherbutshe

wasbittenbydogsandhetookhertothehospital

wherehetriedtosleepwithherandshefled,idon't

reallyknowwhathappenedbutfrom theirmessages

heresomethinghappened..

Her:Whatwereyoutwoarguingabout?

Helookeddownandswallowedtryingtofindthe

rightwords...
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Him:Haveyoutriedherfriends?

Batsile:Idon'tknowherfriends,whenwemetshe

hadjustdroppedallherfriends.Shedoesn'thave

friends.

Her:Shemightbesickwhereversheis..

Batsile:Shesoundssick,idon'tknowwhattodo.

Her:Weshouldgotothepolicestationandreport

hermissingsoshecancomeoutofherhiding.

Him:(lookedatthesunset)Butit'salreadylate,let's

waitandseeifshewon'tcall..

Her:(sighed)Ihopesheisfine,sheisallthatihave...

Batsilesighedworriedandstoodup...

Batsile:IhavetogocatchthelastbusbacktoMaun,

tomorrowihavetobeatwork.

Her:Ifshecomesbacktellhertocallus,

Batsile:Iwilldothat.Gosiame
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Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaycheckingher

phoneagain.Hewentthroughherphoneagaintrying

tofigureoutiftherewasanyladyshewaschatting

withrecentlybuttherewasn'tanything...justa

coupleofhurtfulmessagesaboutherbeingtoo

jealoustoevencontributemoneyintheirbridal

showersandbabyshowers.

Atsupermarket....

LaterthateveningBamepulledintotheparkinglot

andlookedatthetime,itwasaminuteafter8,he

jumpedoutofthecarandrantowardsthedooras

thesecurityguardclosedthedoorafterlettingouta

customer...

Bame:Bossmayigetbread!

Guard:Weareclosed.

Bame:Aoboss!Icanseethelastpersonpaying.Let
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megetit,iwon'tbeslow.Iwon'tevensliceitketaya

goboremahelabosaslaesiwa.

Guard:Kareretswetse!

Bame:Mxm!

Guard:(laughed)Tsamaya!Gotothefillingstation

andbuy

Bame:ThemonnaI'm notrich,whywouldibuya

loafofbreadforP12ata24hourfillingstationwhen

icangetithereforP7?

Bamesighedandtookouthisphonecallinghisnew

customer...

Her:Hello?

Bame:Hi,Canyoubringmebread?I'm outside

Her:Ok.

Hehungupandwalkedbacktothecarwherehesat
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inthecarlisteningtomusic.HetypedSimbaa

message...

Bame:Heyman,pleasetalktome.Itsbeenaday

now,I'm worried...DidyoumanagetoarriveinZim?

I'm beginningtowonderifyoumadeitorgotrobbed

orworsegotarrestedbytheboarderpatrolsquad.

Hesentthemessageandsighed,themessage

wasn'tdelivered.HedialedBatsile...

Batsile:Hello?

Bame:Yeah,didyoufindher?

Batsile:No,sheisnotthere...Ijustarrivedhome

now.Thelightsareoffsosheisnothereaswell.

Bame:Ifeelsoguilty...

Batsile:I'm losingmymind,guiltissuchahuge

burden...Wishicouldjustgetanopportunitytosay

I'm sorry...I'llneverforgetthetearfullookonher
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face,thewordsandeverythingshetriedtodoto

protectherselffrom me...Ican'tbelieveiscaredher

likethat,idoubtshewillevertrustme.

Bame:Itwilltaketimebutshewillbefine,gone

mmewemadeabigmistake

Batsile:Mmekanait'sthatstupiddoctor,thewayhe

askedcompletelyclosedotherpossibilitiesbecause

hesaidmylastmeal...uh!

Bame:Humbleyourself..(lookedathisclient)

Ngwanyanayokemochaisisangoeta,talktoyou

later

Batsile:Sure

Hehungupandleanedbackastheladygotinthe

carandclosedthedoor.

Her:Hi

Bame:Hi...Iforgotyournameagain,yousaidit's?

Her:(laughed)Yone
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Bame:Ohyeah..Whattakessolongafterclosing?I

didn'texpecttowaitforsolong.

Yone:Makulabatheysearchuswhenweknockoff.

Wealsoclosethetillsandhandovermoneyand

vouchersandstuff.Nexttimecomeafter15to20

minutes

Bame:Ok.

Yone:Helpfindahousetorent,mylandlordis

dramatic.

Bame:Myroommateandijustmovedintoamulti-

residentialplace,isawafewhousetolet,I'llaskfor

you.

Yone:Pleasedothat..

Bameglancedatherasshespokeandkeptdriving

keepingitcool.Iywasn'teasyhavingyosuppress

thosedesiresbuthehadalwaysbeengoodwhenit

comestoburyingfeelings....
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AtAmane'ssisters....

MeanwhileAmane'syoungestsisterfinished

applyingmakeupwhilestandingbeforethemirror,

shefixedhercroptopandturnedaroundlookingat

herfigurebeforegrabbingherpurseandwalking

out...

Shepassedbythesecondbedroom andopenedthe

doorstickingherheadouttotalktoAmanebutshe

haddozedoffonthebedwithherpillsbyherside.

Shewalkedinquietlyandpulledtheduvetoverher

thenshestoodtherestaringatAmane.Shenever

understoodwhyAmanewasn'tallowedtocome

homeasoften,butnowshehadhersuspicious....

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenshewalked

acrossthelivingroom fixingherhairandstepped

outofherhouse.Thetenantfrom nextdoorstepped

outwithacarcleaningsprayandacloth,hebent

overandsprayedhiscar...
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Her:HiDife...

Him:Hey...

Her:Canwetalk?

Theymethalfwayashefixedhiscap...

Her:Myoldersisterissleepinginthehouse,please

checkonherlater.Keyagokukunasoimightspend

anight.

Dife:Youroldersisterwithanattitude?Gaanabotho

mothoyoo,akenanakoyagorogwakebana.

Her:(laughed)Notthatone,weactuallyhavean

oldersister...Sheismuchnicer...Peopledon'tknow

herbecausewrdidn'tgrowuptogether.Sheisfrom

anothermansoshewasraisedbyherfather.It'sa

longstory,familyissues...Sheissick,shewas

mauledby2pitbulls...Shedoesn'thaveaphoneso

bemycommunicationwithher.HernameisAmane.
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Dife:Ok,I'llcheckonherafteranhour.

Her:Icookedforher,omoneeledijogaatsoga.Ga

reatwaelanasoshemightbeafraidtotouchstuff

aroundmyhouse.

Dife:Sure...

Shegotinthecaranddroveoff.Difecarriedon

cleaninghiscarandpolishingtheinteriorthenheput

everythinginside..Itwasnowalittleafter11pm and

heclosedthedoorthenherememberedAmane....

Insidethehouse....

Meanwhiledeepinhermedicatedinducedsleep

Amanesnored,thedooropenedandshewantedto

openhereyesbutshejustcouldn'tgetupthenshe

feltanarm overhershouldershakingher.

Sheopenedhereyestoastrangemanandjumped,
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foramomentshecouldn'trecognisethehouseshe

wasinandherheartpoundedasshelookedat

him...washetryingtorapeher?

Dife:(calmly)Amanehi,I'm Dife...Istaynextdoor...

Ontheotherside,hagophejangCX-5...

Herheartpoundedasshelookedaroundpulledthe

curtainstoseeiftherewasanyoneoutsidetoassist

ifhetriedtorapeher.

Dife:(steppedback)Otshogile....Pleasecalm down,

ijustwantedyoutogetupandeatbeforeyousleep.

Sheaskedmetocheckonyou,shewouldn'taskme

ifshedidn'ttrustme.(stretchedhishand)Canyou

shakemyhand?

Sheshookherheadthenhenodded

understandably...
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Dife:Comeandeat...Sleepingforalongtime

withouteatingisnotgood...Come...

Heopenedthedoorforherthenshewalkedout..

Dife:Haveaseatonthecouch...

Shesatdownthenhebroughtherfoodwiththetray

andsatnexttoher.

Amane:Thankyou..

Dife:Sorryforscarringyou,iknowitstraumatising

tosurvivemauling.Howareyoufeeling?

Amane:Ihaveaheadacheandthecutsareaching.

Dife:Didyougofordressing?

Amane:Yeah...

Hegentlypickedherfootandplaceditoverthedesk
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beforeputtingthetrayonherlapandsittingdown

changingthechannels...

Dife:Youreyesareswollen,whatwereyoucryingfor?

Amane:It'salongstory

Dife:Ihavetime,myhouseisboringtoosoanything

topasstimeisgood.

Amane:Myboyfriendthinksipoisonedhim...Ithink

heisallergictothespicesorsomethingbutiknowi

didn'tdoit.Hewantedtobeatme,idon'twantto

experienceviolenceandidon'twanttofindouthow

violenthecanbe.Iam angrywithhim fornot

believingmeandidon'tthinkI'lleverforgivehim but

idon'tknowhowhewilltakethebreakup.

Dife:Butyoumustlethim knowevenifit'soverthe

phone.Communicationisimportant,eneotabea

utule...Besidesyoudon'thavetodumphim right

awaybecauseitmightbeemotionstalking.Take

yourtimethinkingaboutitandwhenyou'recalm tell

him you'redone.
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Therewasknockonthedoor,theyturnedand

lookedatthedoorthentheylookedatoneanother.

Dife:Doesheknowyou'rehere?

Amane:Hedoesn't,idon'tknow...Hedoesn'tknow

mysisterunlesshejustcalledherandaskedher.I

didn'ttellherabouthim..

Dife:Alright,eatyourfood...

Hestoodupandpulledhissleevesashewalked

towardsthedoor.

MeanwhileoutsideBatsileknockedagainand

steppedbacksighing.Thedooropenedthenaman

steppedoutandlookedathim...

Batsile:Hi,I'm Batsile...I'm lookingforAmane.Iwas

justtalkingtohersisterandshedirectedmehere.
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Dife:Mochekekamoso

Batsile:Hersistersaidsheishere.

Dife:AlrightI'lljustbestraightupwithyou,sheisnot

readytotalktoyousoyouhavetogoback.

Batsile:Iwanttoseherkebonegoreontsejangand

theinjuries

Dife:Elegoregaothaloganyeengnemr,kare

ngwanagaaikutwesenteandshecan'tseeyou

tonight.Gobackyou'llcomebacktomorrow.

*

*

Don'tforgettolikeandleaveacomment.

*

*

*
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#18

Atthesister'sHouse...

Batsileglaredathim,itwasactuallythetonehe

usedthattappedonthatangerburstasheclenched

hisjaws.

Dife:Youneedtogo.

Batsile:Whothehellareyou?

Dife:Difeismyname,(pointed)that'smyhouseover

thereandicameheretotuckherinandmakesure

shesleepsfine.

BatsileturnedlookingathishouseandtheCX-5...
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Batsile:Whyketshwanetsegonegotiatalewenato

seemygirlfriend?

Dife:Becausesheisundermycare,you'vealready

provedyou'renotsafetobearound.

Batsile:(calmly)Listen,I'm justtryingtoexplain

somethingtoher.Iknowshedidn'tdowhati

thoughtshedid...I'm justheretotheherthat.

Dife:Nottonightthough.

Batsile'seyebrowsdroppedandpulledcloser

togethermakingverticallinesbetweenhiseyebrows

thenhesteppedoverandpushedhim backinside,

Difegrabbedhim bythecollarspushinghim outside,

Batsileblockedhim withhisarm aroundhisneckas

theyhustledoneanotherandfellinsidethehouse.

Batsile:Otaanyela,wantwaelanaare?Omang

wenaelegore?

Dife:Obatagolwaelegore?

Batsile:Heimonafuckyou,omangwena?!(pushed
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him off)Letgoofmeoiseonyele.

MeanwhileinsideAmanethoughtsheheard

confrontationandmutedtheTV,herheartskipped

asshedroppedtheplateandhurriedlimping.After

thatangerflushatthehospitalsheknewhestarted

itandwouldmostdefinitelyfinishitifshedidn'tstop

him...

Amane:(shouted)Batsile?Stop,stopit...

TheyfellinsideandrolledonthefloorasDifesaton

topofhim grabbinghiscollar,lyingonhisback

Batsilebithislowerlipandpunchedhim onthe

mouth.Theyrolledagainandhesatonthetopas

Difepunchedhim backonthenose...

Amane:Batsilepleasestop!Dife?Stop
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ShegrabbedBatsile'sarm andpulledhim upasDife

grabbedhisTshirtpullinghim down,heturned

aroundswingingapunchathim andstompedonhis

stomach...

Batsile:(frowned)Otaanyelakana!Onkgogelaeng?

Amane:(angrily)Batsileiwon'ttellyouagain

Batsile:I'm tryingtorespectyoubutheispullingme,

togakebetsagolomo.

Dife:(stoodupandwalkedover)Heelathemonna

Amane:Difethat'senough!

DifesteppedbackwipinghisbloodylipasBatsile

slowlysatonthecouchandpulledhisTshirtup

wipinghisbloodynose...

AmanelimpedoutsidewithDifeandclosedthedoor

ashetookoffhisTshirtandputitoverhisbroken

lip...
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Amane:Areyouok?

Dife:(panting)Yeah,I'm fine.Areyousureyou'reOK

alonewithhim?

Amane:Yes,pleasegowashthatcutbeforeitgets

infection...Letmesee...

Shestretcheduptohisheightinspectinghislipas

hestaredatherface,thetouchofherhandwassoft

andwithhisheighthecouldseehercleavage...

Amane:It'saseriouscut,whatwereyoutwofighting

about?

Shehadsofthandsandlookinginheeyestookaway

allthatpain...

Amane:Lelwelaengjaanong?
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Dife:Hestartedit,hepushedme.Areyousureyou're

OKwithhim alone?

Amane:YesDife,gotakecareofthis..

Dife:Breaksomethingonthefloororscream ifyou

needhelp.Letmeknowifheharassesyouor

refusestoleave.

Amane:Yeah,I'llletyouknow.

Dife:Ok...Goodnight

Amane:Goodnight..

HehunghisTshirtovertheshoulderlookingather

thenheturnedaroundandwalkedaway.Amane

sighedandgotbackinthehouseclosingthedoor.

SheapproachedthecouchwhileBatsilesatonthe

couchwithhisvestonandTshirtoverhisnose

absorbingthenosebleed...

Amane:(limping)I'llgetyousomethingforyour
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blood..

Batsile:(stood)Nowait,babelisten..

Amane:Canyouatleastwashyourface

Batsile:Ok,haveaseat..You'relimping,wa

ithonkgela.

Shesatdownashelookedatherbandagedfootand

arm thenhewalkedtowardsthebathroom wherehe

bentoverthebasinandwashedhisface,hetooka

deepbreathlookingathimselfonthemirrorand

sighedthenhewalkedoutdryinghimselfwiththe

cleanpartofhisTshirt.Hesatnexttoherand

touchedherhandlookinginhereyes...

Batsile:I'm sorry,itwasacolleagueofminewho

poisonedmyfood.IwaswrongandI'm verysorry...I

knowyou'reangrywithme,you'rejustifiedbut

pleaseIdon'twanttoloseyou.

Amane:Youdon'ttrustme,andyouactstupidwhen

you'reangry...I'llneverforgetthewayyouforcedme
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toeatvinegarandnowyoujustfoughtsomeone

Batsile:Hestartedit,hehadanattitude,youdidn't

hearthewayhewastalkingtome.

Amane:That'snotthepoint,thisisnotevenmy

houseandyou'realreadyfighting.Thereis

somethingyou'rehidingaboutyourself...You're

violentBatsileandifyouthinkyoucanhidethat

from meyou'rewrong.Iknowguyslikeyou...

Amane:Babehehadanattitude,ihadtofixhim.I

didn'tevenhithim thathard...hewasn'tevengoing

toletmein.Hewantedtostayhereallnightandplay

hero.Ihopeyoudidn'tsleepwithhim becauseaka

nyela.

Amane:Ibilewaroganahapelegame,I'm really

startingtoknowtherealBatsilenowthatthe

honeymoonstageisover...

Batsile:(poppinghisknuckles)I'lljustkeepquiet

then...

Amane:Ihearyouandiforgiveyoubutidon'tknow

ifIwanttocontinuewithyou.
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Batsileturnedandlookedatherwithalongface,he

puthishandsoverhisfaceandsighed...

Amane:It'sover...

Batsile:It'snot...Iam nothingwithoutyou,it'snot.

Amane:Mmekanait'soverandit'stimeforyouto

go...

Batsile:I'm notleavingunlessweleavetogether.If

wanthalannaketaaratanalewena.I'lldotheloving.

Amane:KebitseDifeagonthuse

Batsile:Nxla!Thistimeakanyelastraight,ibileenne

laboheloobualeene.Nyatsiyagagoyantwaela

blindwaitse...I'm notdonewithhim.

Amanelookedathim boilingandlaughedlooking

away...
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Amane:Nnawammakatsa,gaokakewaitenaafter

harassingmeandabusingme.Iknowthisredflag

verywellandIwon'tignoreit.

Batsile:DiagnosemehoweveryouwantI'm not

going.

Amanestoodupandsighedholdingherhipsthen

shewalkedtothebedroom,Batsilefollowedherand

sheturnedaroundclosingthedoor,hequicklyput

hisfootandblockedthedoor.Shesighedandsaton

thebed,heleanedoverkissingheravoidingher

injuredfoot...

Amane:(softly)Stopit...Sto-

Hesoftlyshutherwithakissandgentlyplacedher

footfurtheraway,hekissedhersoftlyrubbing

himselfonherthenheremovedhisbeltand

unzippedhisjeanswhilestillontopofher,knowing

therewerenocondomsgavehercomfort.Hekissed
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herandpusheddownhisboxerbriefs,hisblackdic

droppedonherstomachandsheliftedherhead

comingfacetofacewithhisanaconda.

Amane:Shit!

Hepulledupherchinandkissedherwhilehe

strokedhimself.Herbreathinggotheavierashe

kissedherandflickedherwiththefatmushroom

headoverhersoakingwetpanties.Herwalls

twitchedmakingherwholevulvasensitive,he

hookedhisfingeronthepantyandpulleditasideas

hiswarm headtouchedher...Finally,thefeelofthat

meatmadehermoveherwaistoverbutthepanties

fithertoomuchtoevenmakeenoughspaceforhis

blackmachine...

Heletgoofhisharddicandleanedbackasit

dangledwhilehebithislowerlipandrippedher

pantiesonthesideofherhip.Hepeeleditoff

leavingherkukuvulnerableashetossedtheripped
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pantytoherinjuredlegandleanedoverkissingher

directingahandfulofhisdic....

Amane:(caughtherbreath)Babeyouforgota

condom

Batsile:Iknow...

Hekissedherand#Removed....

Liketheinsertandleaveacomment.

clickheretoreadtheRemoved.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/295491328981

105/?ref=share

*

*

*

*
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Heletgoofhisharddickandleanedbackasit

dangledwhilehebithislowerlipandrippedher

pantiesonthesideofherhip.Hepeeleditoff

leavingherkukuvulnerableashetossedtheripped

pantytoherinjuredlegandleanedoverkissingher

directingahandfulofhisdick....

Amane:(caughtherbreath)Babeyouforgota

condom

Batsile:Iknow...

Hekissedherandranhisdickheadupanddownher

wetslitmakingsoftwetsounds,herclitthrobbedas

hemassagedherwithhismushroom headthenhe

stoppedatherholeandslowlypushedtheheadin

asherholestretchedwiderandwiderto

accommodatehisdick...
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Shefrownedandfoldedherfistsovereachofher

breasts,hepickedhertensionandslidhisthumbs

insideherfistsunfoldingherhandswhilestilllying

ontopofherwithhisdickatherentrance,lookedin

hereyeslyingoverherbodyandgentlylowered

himselfintohertightness...

Batsile:(whispered)Fuck,icouldjusttearthis....Uh...

Mmn...

Herheartpoundedashepushedthroughher...

Batsile:Relax,ipromiseitwon'thurt...Kissme

Shereluctantlykissedhim whileheslowlypushedin

andfinallypoppedinside..

Amane:(softly)Uhhh....

Batsile:Therewego...
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Hegrantedathertightwarmthfleshandpushed

furtherlookinginhereyesashermouthcontort.

Fuck,fleshfeltsomuchbetterthanacondom...Her

softwarm tissuesandthewholepussyclampedhis

dick.Hepushedhalfinsideandsheflinched,he

knewthatlookandhestoppedleaningback.He

hungtheuninjuredlegoverhisshoulderandkissed

herasherlegsopenedwider...

Batsile:I'm sorryforscaringyou...

Shenoddedwithhalfofhisdickfillingherupthenhe

beguntoslideinandoutofherwetness,shelifted

herheadandwatchedherstomachliftashepushed

inanddropasheslidout...

Amane:(panting)OhGod!

Hekissedherdelicatelyonthelipsasherbreathing
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becomeheavier.Withhisfacerightinfrontofhers

hebegunmovinghiswaistfasterinsideher.Her

breathingbecomingevenheaviershestarted

moaning.

Hiswaistmovedinandoutashepushedhiswhole

dickinsideher,shequicklyputherhandonhiship

limitinghim.Hepausedgentlyandkissedherthen

hepinnedherhanddownandarchedhiswholedick

insideherasshecriedout!Helostcontroland

thrustbackandfourthasshemoaned...

Hekissedherneckandpusheddeeperasherwall

clampedhim,everystroketappedonsomethingso

sweetshefoundherselfmovingherwaistmeeting

him halfway,thiswholedickwasgoinginfullforce

anditfeltsogoodeachtimeitleftsospace...Fora

momentshecouldn'tfeelnopainatall,stillhanging

herlegoverhisshoulderheincreasedhisspeed

fuckingherharder.Herpussytwitchedwithhisdick

stillgoinginandoutandshelostcontrolshaking,
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shesprayedhim andconvulsedasheslippedout

andsmackedhisdickonherclitbeforeslippingthat

wholethingbackinsidehertryingtodelaythatcum

butitwashard...Harderthanhethoughtnotwithher

spasmingandclampinghisdick,hespedup

poundingher...Thatfeelingrushedthroughandhe

knewhehadtopulloutbutmanitwassogoodin

there...Hegaveheronemorestrokeandslippedout,

hequicklymoveduptoherheadkneelingoverand

gruntedstrokinghimselfoverherfaceasshe

openedhermouth,heslippeditinhermouthand

gruntedthrustinginsideher...

Batsile:Uhfuck.....

Heslippedoutandstrokedhimselfasheoffloaded

onherchest.Heshookitandwentbacktoher

pussyslidingbackinandkeptthrustinglikehedidn't

justcome.AmanegrabbedherTshirtandwiped

herselfasheslidout,slippedapillowunderneath

herandleanedoverfuckingherashegotharder...
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#19

Atthesister'sHouse...

Thenextmorningthecouplelaidasleeponthebed

withBatsileputtinghisarm overfrom behind.The

maindooropeningwokeBatsile,heopenedhiseyes

andlookedatAmanewhowasstillasleepfacing

away,thesister'sfootstepswalkedinherroom.

Minuteslaterheheardtheshowerrunning,knowing

Amaneshe'dneverlethim onefortheday,notafter

cryingforhim tocum.Hishandslowlycaressedher

roundbuttashetouchedherwetfoldsstilldripping

cum,shewaswetandslimy....Thetouchofherwet

foldsgothim soharditjerkedtopokeherbutt...

Hegrabbedhishandfulweaponandstrokedhimself

thenhe#removed...

(removedwaspostedhereanhourback
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-gentlyranthroughherpussylipsbackandforth

beforehestoppedatherlittleholeandslowly

pushedintryingnottowakeher,herswollenpussy

stretchedopenandshegaspedgettingup,he

grabbedherwaistwithbothhandsandfilledher

pussywithhisdick..

Amane:(gasped)OhGod!

Amanepinnedherelbowlyingonhersideashe

drilledinandoutofherpussylyingbehindher,he

liftedherinjuredleganddrilledherbackandfourth

asshemoanedsoftlythensheheardthebathroom

doorclosingandpausedmoaningbutBatsilefucked

herevenhardergoingdeeperasshemovedher

waistawaytryingtosaveherswollenpussybuthe

movedcloserfollowingherandfuckingherharder...
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Amane:(pantingrhythmically)Stop!Stop!Ithinkshe

ishome!

Likehedidn'thearherBatsileslidoutandturnedher

overlyingonherback,hegotontopandforcedher

legsopenwithhiskneethenheflattenedhimself

intoher...

Amane:(whispered)Batsi-aaah

Hefilledherpussywithhisdickrunningoutofspace

buthestillpushedthelimitsasshegaspedand

lookedathim beggingformercy,helookeddownin

hereyesandasmuchashewantedtolimithe

wantedhiswholedicktodipinthatwarmthsohe

flattenedhimselfdeepinsideherasshebegun

shakingtappinghisbicepssohecouldpullout....

Amane:Uhuhpleaseuhfuck!
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Hemovedhiswaistpullinghalfofitoutasshe

sighedgratefully....

Amane:(whispering)Batsilestop,sheishome!

Herpussygrippedhisdicktightlyandhecouldn't

evenhearwhateverthefuckshewastryingtosay...

Batsile:(breathingdownherneck)Ohfuckilovethis

pussy!Fuckcondomsthisisheaven...

Hedrilledbackandforthdownonherwetfleshand

felthercontractonhisdick,inthemidstofher

orgasm sheconvulsedtightlyholdinghisstrong

bicepthenhisownreleaserushthrough....

"Babe,pleasedon'tcomeinme,"shesaidgasping

forairattheforceofhisdickgoinginandoutofher.
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Farm boyhadeveryintentionofpullingoutofherat

onepoint,butfeelingthebreathofhergaspsonhis

earmadehim losecontrol.Heheldontoherhipsas

herailedintoher–thewarm tinglinginhisballs

camebackfullforceandhestartedtocome.He

groanedandgruntedashepushedintoher,

imagininghissperm hittingthebackofhercervixas

shegaspedagain.Heheldherinhisarmsemptying

hiscum intoheruntiltheirbreathingreturnedto

normal.

*

*

*

*
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-Heheldherinhisarmsemptyingintoheruntiltheir

breathingreturnedtonormal.Helookedinhereyes

andslowlykissedherthenheliftedhischestlooking

athimselfstillpluggedonherthenheslowlypulled

outandreachedforhispants.Helookedatthetime

andstoodupzippinghisjeanswhileshelaidthere

weakandleaking....

Batsile:Ihavetogotowork,iwasgivenonlyoneday.

Amane:Ok

Batsile:Kegoithelekolapeng...

Shelookedathim andsighed,hewasstartingbut

shewasn'tinthemoodforallanotherfight...

HeturnedaroundslidinghisTshirtoveroverhis

headandsliditdownhischestashismuscleflexed.

Hesatontheedgeofthebedandputonhissocks

lookingather..
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Batsile:Wankutwaakere?

Shetuckedherhairbehindandpulledtheblanket

overherchest..

Batsile:I'm talkingtoyou.

Amane:I'm notreadytocomeback,sexwon'tfix

whatyoubroke.

Heputonhisshoesandstooduplookingather

whileshelaidonthebed...

Batsile:IfyoucheatonmeI'm goingtohurtyou.

Amane:Whatawaytoapologiseaftereverything

youdidtome.Everythingisjustaboutyou,even

havingsexwithmeinmycondition.

Batsile:Didn'tyoucum threetimes?Amaneifyou

befriendthatDifeguyiwon'trespondresponsibly.

Thereisnoneedtoinvolveathirdpersoninour
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relationship.

Amane:Iam notcheatingonyou.

Batsile:Good,keepitthatway..Wearealready

dealingwithtrust,wedon'tneedathirdparty.Aka

nyelaommoleleleene...I'm notgettingplayedthis

timearound,you'regoingtolovemetherightway

andI'm goingtoworkonmytrustissuesandearn

yourtrust,period!

Amane:Iam notcominghomebecauseyoudon't

listenandaslongasyouthinkI'm cheatingidon't

trustyounottohitme.

Helookedathercalmlythenhereachedforhis

walletandphone,heshovedthewalletintheback

pocketstilllookingather...

Batsile:Idon'thitwomen,it'snotinmyplans...AndI

hopeineverfindmyselfinasituationwhereihave

tobecauseifeelmenwhobeatwomenarebeing

cowards.Gaonagonehankagobetsangtengabe
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otaosiamahela,evenjustaslapfrom myhandwill

dislocateyourjawlineorworsebreakyourteeth.I'm

notbuilttobeatawoman.Kesareyegoreontalele

becausegakebategoiphithelakedirilediphosotse

ketaadisekelang.Iknowyou'vehadabad

experiencewithyourpastrelationshipandihopeI'm

theanswertoyourprayers...Butihavebeenthrough

myownhelltoo...Ibeendisrespectedandiwasted

timebeingcalm whichwasmistakenforstupidity.I'll

neverrepeatthatmistakeagainsowhenigetback

homeiexpecttofindyouthere.Wewon'tsolve

anythingifwerunawayfrom eachother.Let'sbe

mature,givemeachancetocorrectmymistakes

beforeyoudiscardmeliketrash,skadirajalo

becausekesantsekegoratahelathata.

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalkedout

andclosedthedoorasthesistersteppedoutofher

bedroom andstoodatherdoor.

Batsile:Hi..
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Her:Hey...

From thevoiceshecouldtellitwashim butitwas

hardtomatchthepersonwiththeherdboyrumor

sheheardfrom thebrewinggossip,themanlooked

toofinetobethat...helookedsmart,asharphaircut

thatlefthim superhandsome,theplaint-shirtand

theblackjeanswithblacksneakers...Hebody

lookedtoofineinthesesimpleclothesandyeahthat

zipperwasraisedleavinglessfortheimagination.

Quitetheoppositeofhersister'sexboyfriend.She

watchedhim walkingoutandclosedthemaindoor,

thenshesmiledandwalkedinonAmanestanding

nudeholdingherrippedpanties,shequicklysat

downandpulledablanketover..

Her:Idon'tcareifthisguydoesn'thavemoneydid

youlookathim?Imeanlikereallyreallylookathim...

Hehastheseeyesandwhenhelooksatyou!His

bodyis....Kooregaadijejemmegapeotiilegaa

metsimetsi...onaleflattummyle
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sehubanyana....Seriouslydidyoulookathim?Like

lookinglooking

Amane:(sarcastically)No,ijustdatedhim without

lookingathim...Ididn'tnoticehiseyes,hislipsor

thatbodyheattainedfrom workinghardatthecattle

post...Ididn'tnoticeallthat....NexttimeI'lllookat

him

Her:(laughedatherself)Okfine,thatwasadumb

questionbut...Ilikehim foryou.Ilikethatheisa

hardworker.Idon'tcareaboutmoney

Amane:Nnaleeneragokgaoganngwakegoreekare

omanganga.I'm tryingtoshowhim whathedidand

howmuchhehashurtmebuthejustwantmetoget

backjustbecausehesaidsorry.Idon'teventhinkhe

understandstheamountofpainhecausedme.Iam

herebecauseofhim..

Her:Didheadmititandsaysorry?

Amane:Yesbutthiswholethingjustmakesmefeel

uncomfortable.DiditellyouhefoughtDife?Hetried

tostophim lastnightandhepushedhiswayin

Her:AndthenDifeenewheredidhegetthegutsto
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blockyourboyfriend?Iaskedhim togiveyoufood

andlookafteryounottochasetheboyfriend.He

can'tevenfighthegrewupinthesuburbswhat'she

doingchallengingfarm boys?

Amane:I'm kindofdisappointedinBatsile's

behaviour,ifeellikeifheispushedhewilldoworse.

Youknowthoseredflagsyouignorebecausethe

guyisjustgoodtobewith.Heliterallytoldmetobe

homebeforehecomeshomeafterwork.

Her:Iam notchasingyouoranythingbutdon'tyou

thinkyou'reoverreacting?Imean...Technicallyhe

didn'tdoanythingtoyou,hedidn'tslapyou...Ifthere

issomethingyoumustunderstandisthatleenehe

wasindangerbygettingpoisonedandhonestlythe

wayyoudescribeditI'dsuspectyoutoo.Iwouldn't

forceyoutoeatfoodandall,heisabitcrazybut

otherthanthatit'spapayoushouldbeangrywith,

youshouldreporthim butnowyou'reangryatthe

wrongperson.

Amane:Idon'twantmymothertohateme

Her:Shealreadyhatesyou...Butifyoudon'twantto
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reportthepersonwhoviolatedyouyoucan'tpunish

theonewhowaspartiallyavictim.Anywaysithink

youshouldstayhereforafewdaysandcooloff,

allowhim tovisityouanytimehewantssohe

doesn'tthinkI'm hookingyouupwithDife.

Amane:I'llseewhattodo,mybosssaysicanhavea

weekoff.

Her:Ok,ihavetogotowork...

Amane:Bye

Shewalkedout..

InDife'shouse....

MeanwhileDifefixedhistiestandinginfrontofthe

mirrorandlookedathiscutliponemore...The

wholeofficewouldwonder,hesighedandsatonthe

edgeofthebeddialinghisassistant...
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Him:Hello?

Dife:TyroweeIwon'tbeintheofficetoday,forward

mycallstothecellphone.

Him:Alright,noproblem.Whereisthetender

acknowledgementletter?Iwantedtofileit?

Dife:I'llbringittomorrow.

Him:Ok,bye

Hehungupanddialedanonlineautoshop...

Voice:Hello?

Dife:Hi,howfar?ItsDifeZambofrom Dee

constructions.

Voice:Ohiforwardedthecontactsofthedrivers

deliveringyourtruck.Contactthem.I'llalsotellthem

tocommunicatewithyou.

Dife:Sure,thankyou.
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Hehungupandremovedhistiethenheburiedhis

achingheadbetweenhishands,hetookoffhisshirt

andputonhisTshirtthenhesatonthebedand

workedonhislaptopforaboutanhourbeforegoing

tothekitchenwherehemadeicetea.Hisphone

rang,hepickeditupandstaredathisfather'scall

untilitendedthenheputitdownandcarriedon

stirringhistea.Hereceivedamessage.

Paps:Iknowyoucanseemycall,canyouatleast

attendfamilymeetings.Howlongareyouwillingto

keepthisjokegoingon?I'm callingagain,answermy

call.

Hesighedashecalledagainthenhepickedthecall

sittingonthebed.

Dife:Hello?

Him:Wehadameeting,everyZambowasthere

includingthedaughtersandsonsinlawexceptyou.
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Dife:ItoldyouI'm workingonaveryimportant

tender.

Him:Soyou'regoingtoplaywithyourcareerlike

that?Afterwastingmymoneyonschool.

Dife:Istudiedcriminallawandjusticebecauseyou

forcedmetonotbecauseilikeit,papanoteveryson

isgoingtobealawyer.Blueisasoldieranduncleis

happyaboutit..

Him:I'dbehappytooifiwashim...That'sexactly

whereyourunclewantedBlueandhisbrothersto

be...

Dife:Whycan'tyouletmedomyownthing...I'm not

evenaskingyoutofundme.Ijustwantyoutostop

botheringmeaboutthefamilybusiness.Iwanttodo

myownthing...Yourmentoringwillmeanalot

becauseidon'thaveabusinessexperiencebutthis

industryisledbypeopleyourage,gothatamo

constructionandwearecompetingwithKorean

companiesforthesetenders.

Him:Isthatwhyyou'relivinginashacklikea

squatter?Causeyou'retryingtoproveyoucanbea
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man?

Dife:Golomoke2bed,it'sinamulti-residentialstay.

Ifyoucouldjusttakealookatmybusinessplans

andtenderdocumentsyou'dunderstandwhatI'm

talkingabout.Thisismypassion.It'salreadyhardto

berecognisedasanindividualandnotZambo's

son...Can'tyoujusthavealookandoffermeyour

expertiseasabusinessmogul..

Him:I'lltalkbusinesswithyouwhenyou'rereadyto

joinyourbrothersandi,it'snotevenaboutthelaw,

wehavecompaniesiexpectyoutorun.You're

talkingasifI'm confiningyouintoatinyspacelikea

cat.Yoursistersaredoingwell,iexpectedyouto

takeoverthelawfirm...Thatwastheplan.

Dife:Yourdream papa,thatwasyou...Idon'thave

thepassiontobedefendingdeathrowinmatesand

gettingdepressedoverit.Idon'tlikethecourt.

Him:Areyouevenmyson?IreallyneedaDNAtest

becauseyou'regettingonmylastnerve.Showupat

thefamilymeetingsandstopactinglikeaspoiltbrat.

It's6pm!
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Hisfathercutthecallthenhestoodupandwalked

outside.Hestoodinfrontofthehouseandsighed

puttinghishandsinthepockets...

Amanesteppedoutsidewithawetmopthenhe

walkedovertoherandsighedlookingather...

Dife:(calmly)Hey.....

Amaneturnedaroundandlookedathim smilingbut

thesmiledisappearedwhenshelookedatthecuton

hislip.

Amane:Ihopethatdidn'tgiveyouaheadache

Dife:No,howareyoufeeling?

Amane:I'llgetthere.

Dife:Canimakeyoubreakfast?(shesmiled
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reluctantly)It'stheleastyoucandotomakeitupfor

me

Amane:(laughed)OK,letmefinishcleaningthenill

comeover.

Dife:Thanks...

Heturnedandwalkedbacktothehousewherehe

tookoutthepanandbegunfryingsomethingforher.

AtAmane'ssister's...

MeanwhileAmanefinishedcleaningandtookabath

thensheclosedthehouseandwalkedovertoDife's

housewheresheknocked...

Heopenedthedoorandsteppedasidethenshe

walkedin...
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Dife:Comein..(smiled)Closeyoureyes

Hecoveredhereyesfrom behindandwalkedher

throughthekitchen...

Amane:(laughed)Thisisgettingawkward,Difewhat

areyoudoing?

Dife:(laughed)Keepwalking...Watchyourstepwe

aregoingtothebackyard...

Amane:Ok

Dife:Stop,I'm takingoffyourshoesok?Keepyour

eyesclosed.

Heletgoofhereyesandsquattedtakingoffher

shoes,shesteppedonthegreengrassbarefooted

thenhegrabbedherhandwalkinghertothetree

sectionedforhisapartment..

Dife:Openyoureyes...
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Sheopenedhereyesandsmiled,shedidn'tnotice

thehouseseachhadtheirownbackyardwithwalls

forprivacy...Shelookedatthehammockchair

hangingbyandanoutdoortablewiththeir

breakfast...

Amane:Yourbackyardisbeautiful...Andthis

breakfastmakeswanttoswallowthewholeplate

Dife:(laughed)Haveaseat..

Shesatdownthenheputtheplateonherlapand

satnexttoheronthehammockchair.Shebegun

eatingashegentlyrockeditbackandforthlooking

ather...

Dife:I'm sorryforfightinginyourhouselastnight

Amane:It'sok,

Dife:Ihopehedidn'ttroubleyou
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Amane:No,wekindofmadeup

Difeswallowedlookingather,hewantedtoknow

whatthismeantbutknowinghimselfheknewthe

detailswouldhurt...

Amane:I'm yettodecideifishouldgobackornot

becauseidon'ttrusthim butthenmaybeI'm judging

him tooquick.

Dife:Madeuphow?Likehavingsex?

Amane:Yeah..

Dife:Didheuseprotection?

Amane:No

Dife:Canigetyouamorningafterpill?Doyouknow

hisstatus?

Amane:Heisnegative

Dife:Whataboutthemorningafterpill?Kanayou're

onprevention
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Amane:Notonprevention,

Dife:(lookingather)Kekopagogorekelamorning

pillkanaobatangwanawagagwe?

Amane:Wearenotfinanciallyreadyforababy.

Dife:Canigetyouthepill?

Amane:Yeah,iwasgoingtobuyitwhenIgofor

dressing.

Dife:Ok,youcaneat...(stood)Letmegetreadyso

wecango.

Amane:Dife...I....(sighed)Ihaveaboyfriend..

Dife:(standinginfrontofher)Iknow,I'm just

offeringmyselftoosoyoucantakeapick...

Amane:Gakebategokopanyadiboyfriend,bona

goreletseledirajangmaabane.

Dife:Butwehaven'tdoneanything..I'm willingto

wait,ifyouneedtimewiththisguytoseeifhedoes

itforyouI'm willingtowaitsoyoucanendit

properlythenwestartonacleanslate.Ihavealot

goingoninmylifethatihavetodealwithsoican

focusonthatwhileyou'resortingyourselfout.Just



Iam

tellmetowait....Keemepele?

Shestoppedchewinglookingatherfoodwhilehe

lookedatherwaitingforherresponse,Hesquatted

infrontofherasshesatonthehammockchair,he

reachedforherchinandturnedherfacetohis..

Dife:(softly)Keemepeleohetseleenekanaodira

jang?GapeI'm finelehaokarekopanya,you'llmake

upyourmindonthewayoroneofuswilldowhata

manissupposedtodowhenheissureabouta

woman,kedirejang?{{ShouldIgiveyouachanceto

sorthim outor?Besides,youdon'treallyhaveto

makeapickrightaway,you'llmakeupyourmindon

theoneofuswilldowhatamanissupposedtodo

whenheissureaboutawoman,whatdoyouthink?}}

*

*

*

*
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#20

AtDife'sHouse...

Amane:Mymindisallovertheplacerightnow,i

needtimetothink.

Dife:Understandable,(stoodup)Let'sgo...

Hegrabbedherhandandhelpedherupthenthey

walkedtowardsthehouseasshewalkedbarefooted

onthegrass,hebentoverpickinghershoesand

theywalkedin...

Atthehardwarestore....

LaterthatafternoonBatsileassistedthelast

customerandescortedhertothetillwhereshepaid,
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thesecurityguardclosedthedoorsandtheworkers

preparedtoleave.

Oneofthemanagerscalledhim totheoffice,his

heartskippedasheapproachedthedoorand

walkedin.Knowingthekindofbadluckhecarried

hiswholelifehewasprobablygettingfired...His

heartpoundedasheswallowedlookingatthe

manager...

Her:Hi,howareyoufeeling?

Batsile:I'm fine...

Her:Doyoususpectanyonehereforfoodpoisoning?

Batsile:Ihavemysuspicionsbutidon'thaveproof

soican'tsaynamesbecauseimighttarnish

someone'snamebymistake.

Her:Someonegaveusatipandwequestioned

peopleclosetothatperson.Headmittedbeingthere

whenyoursoupwaspoisoned.ItsPaul,wejust

wantedtosharetheinformationwithyoubefore
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involvingthepolice.

Batsile:Didyouaskhim?

Her:No

Batsile:Givehim achancetospeakmaybehewill

apologise.Idon'twanttoruinhisfuturebyinvolving

thepolice.

Her:Ok,letmetalktomysupervisorateantheedise.

ShesteppedoutthenBatsiletookouthisphone

dialedAmane.Therewasnoanswerthenhecalled

again...

Amane:(softly)Hello?

Batsile:Heybabe,areyouhome?

Amane:(softlywithalowvoice)No,Iwenttobuy

somethingatthemall.

Batsile:Tobuywhat?

Amane:ketaagolletsa.
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Batsile:Babe?

Amane:I'm buyingsomethinginashop,I'llcall.

Batsile:Ok

Hehungupandsighed,ananxietycloudshadowed

him ashisbosseswalkedinwithPaulandtooktheir

seats.HelookedatPaulbuthelookeddownasthe

managercarriedontalking...

Manager:Withthatbeingsaidwewillliketogiveyou

achancetospeak.

Paul:(lookedatBatsile)Ididn'tpoisonbutsince

they'resayingididI'm verysorry.Thingsyou'ddo

outofdesperationattimeswillsurpriseyou.I'm

readytogotojail,I'm sorryforthepainI'vecaused

you

Manager:WarengnePaul?Youdidn'tdoitbutyou're

sorry?

Batsile:Iforgiveyouandidon'tthinkit'snecessary

toinvolvethepolicebecauseI'llneveraccept
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anythingfrom anyoneinaworkplace.Ihopelewena

you'llhealfrom whateveryou'resufferingfrom bro.

SeniorManager:Nnyaammeevenifyouforgivehim

eneadecisionhasbeenmade,heisbeingletgo

becauseheisadangertotheotherworkers.

Paul:IunderstandifI'm gettingfired,atleastI'm not

goingtojail.

Batsile:(checkedhisphoneforAmane'smessage)

Arewedone?

Manager:yeah,youcango..

Batsile:Thankyou...

Hestoodupandwalkedoutashis1.4K salary

reported,hetookouthisphoneandtextedher.

Batsile:Hey,salaryetsenye.Getreadysowecango

shopping.

Hewalkedoutthroughthesecuritydoorwiththe
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restoftheemployeesastheyheadedtotheroad.

Bamepulledintothestop,Batsilejumpedinthe

frontwhiletherestoftheworkersgotintheback.

Bame:Yeahmonna!What'sup

Batsile:Retaabua...

Batsileleanedbackquietlyavoidingadiscussion

whilehiscolleagueswereintheback.Hedialed

Amane....

Amane:(softmusicintheback)Hello?

Batsile:Hi,whereareyou?

Amane:I'm atthemall,I'llcallyouwhenI'm done.

Batsile:I'm goinghometotakeofftheoverallsand

showerthenkeeta.

Amane:Ok,I'lltalktoyou.

Batsile:Iloveyou
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Amane:Yeah

Batsile:Maa?

Amane:Iloveyoutoo.

Batsile:Sharp

Hehungupandsighedlookingoutthewindowas

thecarstoppedatthetrafficlights,aguypullednext

tothem...Helookedaroundhisageandhewas

drivingaBMW...Hehadabeautifulgirlinthefront

seatandshesippedajuice...Probablyalifehe'd

nevertaste...Wouldhe?

WorkersdroppedoffontheirspotsuntilBamedrove

throughAmane'sgate...Heparkedinfrontofthe

houseandsighedlookingatBatsile...

Bame:Gorilengodidimetsethata?

Batsile:IthinkI'm losingmygirl...
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Heturnedaroundandlookedathisbigbrotherwith

alongface...

Batsile:Icanfeelit...Iknewiwon'taffordher.O

ganellakogomonnawe,shestaysinthese

appointmentsandthereisthisguywaneighbourya

monnawe.Idon'tknowwhathedoesbuthethinks

solowofme,okilewabonamothoagothaetsa

mathoasagoitse.Letserelwamaabaneankganela

gobonaAmane..

Bame:IdoubtAmanewouldbetemptedbymoney

unlessshejustlikestheguy,kanatotadi

relationshipsareacompetitionespeciallyosanyala.

Ialwaystellyouakere?Mosadigaosamonyala

gasewagago...

Batsile:(lookeddown)I'm gettingscared...Ican't

affordtoloseher,sheisjusttoobusyformetoday.

Bame:Gochangeandtakeashowerthenwecan

worktogether...Retarenkammogorekgonegobua.

Mmemthakanyanawatengeneobatafeisihagare

gamathohelaforcontrol.
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Hesteppedoutandslowlytookouthisoveralls...

Atthemall....

MeanwhileDifeandAmanewalkedintheshopjust

beforethesecurityguardcouldclose,hepickedthe

shoppingbasketandgrabbedherhandtakingthe

leftturntotheladiessection.

Amane:(lookedatthetime)Ihavetogo,salekere

koorekadimorningafter,I'm suremysisteris

wonderingwhereiam.It'salmost6.

Dife:Anddon'tforgetthelastpill,legaleI'llcalland

remindyou...

Amane:(lookedattheladiesclothes)Whatareyou

buyinghere?

Dife:You'rebuyingclothes,youneedtochangeyour

clothes
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Amane:(laughed)Howdidyouknowidon'thavemy

clotheswithme?

Dife:I'm veryobservant.Pickwhateveryouwant,

budgetke5K.

Amanesmiledlookingathim thenshebegunpicking

clothes,Dife'sbigbrothercalledthenheputdown

thebasketandwalkedawaypickinghiscall..

Dife:Hello?

Him:Howisitgoing?

Dife:I'm good..Wearegood.

Him:(laughed)Isawherpicture,shelooksgood.

Wagotshwanela....mrtsayangwanyanayoo,

laitenyanaeoetaabatamogomotshwanetseng.I

wentthroughhisFacebookprofilewagotwaelatota.

Dife:Helookslikethetypethatdoesn'tknowhowto

containthemselvesinafrustratingsituationsohe'll

triphimselfandgetdumpedbyhimself.
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Him:Lookslikeashoppingassistantorsomething

from thatuniform,(laughed)wagotwaela.Tellhim

ronagarebatangwanyanawagagoramotsaya

motshegare.

Dife:(laughed)Buthonestlyithinkiloveher...It's

tooearlytobesayingalltheseshitbut...(turnedand

lookedathershoppingwhileheheldthephoneon

hisear)Uhman,thisoneismine.

Him:(laughed)Hagolowaompitsegonyeweonce.

Dife:(laughed)Youandviolence!I'm notfighting...

I'm justtakingher.Ifhewantstofighthewon'tfind

anyoneinthering.(sighed)Ihavetogo.Talklater

Him:Alrightsharp,waitdidyoufuckher?

Dife:(laughed)You'resick!

DifecutthecallandwalkedtowardsAmanewhere

hepickedthebasketandwalkedheraroundthe

shopwhileshepickedherclothes.Minuteslater

theywalkedoutandheadedtotheparkinglot...
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Atthetrafficlights.....

MeanwhileBatsilesighedlookingoutsidethe

windowwhileBamestoppedthetaxiattheredlight.

Bame:Oshapo?

Batsile:(sighed)Yeah...Dropmeoffathersister's.

Maybesheisspendinganightthereagain.

Bame:Ok...

ACX-5pullednexttothem withclosedwindows,

BatsileliftedhisfaceandlookedupatAmaneand

Difelaughingandchattinginside...

*

*

*

*

*
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#21

Atthetrafficlights...

Batsileturnedhisheadindisbelieflookingawayasif

hewasrefreshinghismemorythenheturned

lookingatthem again,him andBamelookedatone

anotherwithoutsayingawordasheturnedlooking

ather.

Bame:I'm sureit'sjustaride.

Batsilereachedforthedoor,Bameautomatically

lockedthedoorsbutheunlockedit,Bamelockedit

againandletgoofthesteeringwheeltograbhis

handspinninghim back...

Bame:You'reabouttomakeyourselfaclownright
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now,youwantdramahadirobotong?

Thelightsturnedgreen,Difespedthroughasmore

carsfollowed,thecarbehindBameblewthehorn

thenheproceededasBatsiletookouthisphoneand

calledAmane.

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,whereareyou?

Amane:Onmywayfrom themall,I'm headinghome.

Batsile:Home?

Amane:Yeah,areyouhome?

Batsile:NekedulewithBame

Amane:Ok,I'llbehome.

Batsile:Ok

Hehungupandsighedleaningback...
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Bame:Thereissomethingyouneedtounderstand,

youdon'tjustfightbecauseyou'reangry...Youfight

onlywhenyou'rejustifiedandwhenitwon'tmake

youlookstupid.I'm tellingyoufightingaguylikethat

won'tgiveyouanypoints...Insteaditwilljustshow

youpeoplewhyyou'renothingbutaherdboyandhe

iseducated...itwillevenmakeherseewhysheisso

justifiedtocheat.Iknowthatwebeenonyourcase

aboutstandingupforyourselfbutwedidn'tmean

likethis...Onlyfightwhennotfightingwillmakeyou

lookstupidlikewhenaguyispunchingyouor

pushingyoubutwhenheisgettingthegirl's

attentionyoustepbackandwaitforyourturn.Ask

herolecalm andgetalltheanswers...

Batsile'sheadbegunachingandhesighedrubbing

hisforehead....

Batsile:Ihaveaheadache..

Bame:Youstillgetthosewhenyougetstressed?

Batsile:Seemsthatway...
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Bame:Butseriouslystopthinkingaboutthisguy,he

isnoneofyourbusiness.Heisjustusinghistime

right,iwasn'tjokingwhenisaidmongwelemongwe

ojaeewagagwe.Youmightwanttobethetypeofa

guythatdoesn'tawomanfrom anothermanbut

guesswhat?Hedoesn'thaveaproblem withthat,

that'shisgoal.Heisgoingtodriveyoucrazyibilehe

hasacarandlotsofmoneytoo,whatdoyouhave?

Atemper?Afist?Thinksmart!YoualwayssayI'm

violentbutI'm proudbecauseigetviolentonlywhen

ihavetoandidoitinacleverway.Noemotions!

Maybethey'renotevendating,santseammata...

Thenyouoverreact.

Batsile:(sighedcalmly)OK...

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontofthegatebutthe

lightswerenoton,hesteppedoutofthecarand

closedthedoor.

Batsile:Shap.

Bame:Sure,I'm goingtopickBasi.
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Batsile:HowisSimba?

Bame:Nocommunicationfrom him.Iwonderifheis

OK.Idon'tevenknowhisfamilysoican'tcall

anyone.

Batsile:Maybehewillcall.

Bame:Bye

BatsilewalkedinthroughthegatewhileBame

turnedthecaranddroveoff...

AtJalo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningJalosatinbedwithherson

readinghim abedtimestoryuntilshewasdone.She

closedthebookandsighedtuckinghim in...

Kevin:Goodnight

Jalo:Goodnightmyboy..
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Sheleftthelightsonandwalkedinherroom where

shegotinbedandlaidonherbackthoughtfully.

Simbahadnotcalledorevenrespondedtoher

messages...Coulditbethathehadafamilyin

Zimbabweandjustdecidedtofocusonthem?Or

maybehedecidedtojustjumptheboardertoSouth

Africanow,itdidn'tmakesense...theyparted

peacefullyandtherewasnothingtoexplainhis

silencebutthensheknewtherewasthispossibility.

Shesighedandlaidonhersidemakingpeacewith

it...AtleastshehelpedafellowAfrican,that'sallthat

mattered.

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBatsilefinishedcookingandcovered

herfood,hetriedcleaningtopasstimebuthehad

alreadydonethat.Hetookouthisoverallsandknelt

ontheblanketbythefloorpluggingtheironthenhe

begunironingwhilekneelingonthefloor...
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Thegatemadethatsoundsthenheputdownthe

ironandsteppedtothewindow.Bigheadlights

dimmedasthecarreversedwhileshelimpedin

throughthegatewithplasticbags.

Shewalkedinwhilehewasironingandputher

thingsinthewardrobe..

Amane:(takingoffherjacket)Hi

Batsile:Hey...

Heunpluggedtheironandputhisuniform overthe

chairthenhesighedlookingathersittingonthebed.

Hesteppedoverandgotherhandthenhepulledher

upandhuggedhertightly...Heclosedhiseyes

tightlyandjustheldherwithoutsayinganything...

Batsile:I'm sorryforaccusingyou,I'm probably
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goingtoregretittherestofmylife.Itsunfortunate

thatican'ttakeitback

Amane:It'sok,iunderstand.

Heletgoofherandlookedinhereyesthenhe

sighedandhandedherthefood.

Amane:(removingthelid)Thanks...

Shelookedatpapandstew,usuallyitwouldbe

deliciousbutnow...quiteboringafterhavingbuffalo

wingsandseafoodwithwine.

Batsile:(satonthechair)What'sthatontheplastic?

Amane:Justclothes,ketsaselaola...mysistergot

them forme.

Hestoodupandopenedthewardrobelookingatthe
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Mrpriceplastic...

Batsile:Selaola?

Amane:Somearefrom Mrprice

Henoticedareceiptstickingoutandlookedatit,a

totalof4.8K...Nothingclosetohiswholemonth's

salary.

Amane:Therrapleasedon'tsearchme...

Hepushedthewholeplasticinthewardrobeand

closedthedoorsasshecoveredherfood.

Amane:Canwetalk?

Batsile:Yeah

Amane:Iwantabreakfrom thisrelationshipsoican

thinkaboutmyfuture.Ineedtostepbackandsee
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thingsfrom abroaderperspective.Ineedyouto

moveoutinthemeantimesothatwedon'tgeton

eachothersway.Ihopeyouunderstand.

Batsile:Heisverypowerful,changedallourdreams

withtheswipeofacardandtheairconofacar.I

knewicouldn'taffordyoubutyougavemehope.

Amane:Iknewyou'daccusemeofcheating,iam

notsurprisedatall.You'regoodatjumpinginto

conclusions.

Batsile:Isthereanythingicandotochangeyour

mind?

Amane:No...Idon'ttrustyouanymore,especially

becauseyou'renotcarefulenoughtousecondoms

knowingverywellthatyoudon'tmakemoney.Iget

paidmorethanyouandyetihadtotakecareofyour

mess.I'velostinterestinthis,iwaswillingtoaccept

youbeingbrokebutbeingtroubledbyabrokeman

wasnotpartofit.Ifeellikewaitebalaandyou'retoo

comfortable.Youcan'traiseyourvoiceatmeor

evenordermearound,youcan'taffordtodothat.

You'resupposedtobehumble...
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Hestoodupandkneltbeforeherputtinghishands

overherlapthenheburiedhisfaceonher.

Batsile:It'senoughbabe,iknowI'vedisappointed

you.Itwasnevermyintentionbutdon'tbreakmy

spirit.Don'tcomparemetohim,iknowI'm nothing.

Hestoodupandkissedhercheekbeforepickinghis

sweaterandputtingiton.

Batsile:I'm goingforawalk.I'llbebackafter5

minutes.

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

*

*

*
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Bytheroad...

Batsilewalkedbythesideoftheroadwithhishands

inthepocketsashepassedhousesinscreenwalls.

Witha1.4Ksalarythiskindoflifewasunrealistic,he

hadnoeducationandnofoundationofan

inheritance...Nothingatall.Oneoftheslidinggates

openedinfrontofhim,hestoppedasthecar

reversedout,themandrivingwavedathim thenhe

smiledandwavedbackashisroughly8yearsold

daughterslidthegateandranintothecar."Daddy,

don'tforgetmydoll"shesaidclosingthedoor."If

yougetC,you'regettingit.Ijustwantalittle

improvementmybaby"herespondedrollingupthe

windowanddrivingoff....

Hestoppedatoldburneddowncarandsatonthe
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toplookingattheroadascarspassedby.Surely

Amanewouldchangehermindaboutthis,it

happens...Attimesemotionsgetthebestofyou.He

gotangryandthreatenedherwhenhethoughtshe

waspoisoninghim...Shewasprobablygoing

throughthesameemotionsmakingdifferent

decisions...Hisphonerangthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Bame:Yeah,justcheckingonyou.

Batsile:I'm good,what'sup?

Bame:Areng?Didyouguystalk?

Batsile:Yeah,wetalked...Hewasjustgivinghera

ride.Wearesortingoutourissues,ketsayagore

timewillfixthings.

Bame:Atleast...Iknewtherewasa

misunderstanding.AmanelovesyouandI'm 100%

sureshedoesn'tgetimpressedbymoney.She

believesinyou,shebelievesyou'recleverandyou'll

makeitoneday...Shehassomuchfaithinyou...
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Ignorethatguykeattentionseeker.Lethim flushhis

moneyandseewhereitends

Batsile:Yeah,letmegobackbeforeshesleeps.I

wentforawalk

Bame:HoldforBasi

Basi:Batman?

Batsile:(smiledasachildhoodmemorytriggered)

Yeahbigbro

Basi:WhatdidisayaboutMaun?

Batsile:Iknow...

Basi:Yeah,thetruthisyoudon'thavemoneyand

moneymeansalottoalotofwomenespecially

womenwhoarenotfinanciallyindependentbecause

lebonetheyhavechallenges.Nnakoorehamosadi

anthalakealelaeebutiunderstandandidon't

blameherbecauseitsatoughsituation,lovinga

brokemanneedspatience...Butifsherunsoutof

patiencedon'tfightit.I'vestoppeddatingforthat

reason,gakebatangwanawabathomonthendkea

gomoreng?Sheneedsmoneyandtheseguyswith
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moneydon'tplay.Golowakaspach

Batsile:Nogonemmekeathaloganya,theonly

reasonipunchedhim isbecausehegrabbedmeby

thecollars,thatwasjustdisrespectful.Imightnot

berichbyI'dneverallowanymantodothattome.

Basi:Yeahbutsinceyou'resayingyou'vefixedthings

trytrustingher.Becalm andseehowitgoes.Hewill

betryingherbutthetruthisfaithfulnessdependson

theindividual.Somewomendon'tcheatontheir

poorboyfriendsbutotherscheatevenifyou'rerich.

Batsile:(walkingthroughthegate)Yeah,talktoyou

later.

Basi:Sure

Hehungupandtriedtoopenthedoorbutitwas

locked,heknockedandsteppedback.Secondslater

sheopenedthedoorinherpantiesandwalkedback

tobed,helockedthedoorandtookoffhissweater

andsatontheedgeofthebedwhileshelaiddown

pullingablanketoverhershoulders.Hepulledout

hispantsandslidinmovingoverherbuttputtinghis
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arm overher.Hekissedherneckashisdick

expandedonherbutt...

Amane:Pleasedon'tletyourselfreachthatpoint

becauseiwon'thelpyou.Isaidineedabreak.

Batsile:Can'twecarryonstayingtogetheruntil

you'resureaboutwhatyouwant?

Amane:No,I'm avoidingthingslikethisbecauseit's

goingtobehardforyoutocontrolyourself.

Herphoneranshestretchedherhandouttakingher

phoneandpicked.

Amane:Hello?

Dife:(softly)Hey,howareyou?

Amane:I'm fine

Dife:Didyoutakethelastpill?

Amane:Yeah...



Iam

Stillholdingherfrom behindBatsilelistenedtotheir

conversationashekissedhershoulder...

Dife:Ithoughtyouforgot.

Amane:Ididn't

Dife:(laughed)Howistheseafoodsettlingin?I

thoughtyoumighthaveanallergyreaction.

Amane:(laughed)No,I'm fine

Dife:Whatareyouwearing?

Amane:Ngng..

Dife:(laughed)Ehesorry,otenghoo?

Amane:Ng

Dife:(laughed)Ok,wewilltalktomorrowthen.What

timedoeshegotowork?

Amane:Normaltime

Dife:Canyouhelpmesortoutsomedocuments

tomorrow?I'm supposedtosubmitsometender
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documentsbutheifileyatengentsi.Please?

Amane:Ok..

Dife:I'm workingfrom hometomorrow,wewillgo

forbreakfastatWillasandcomeworkonthefile.

Amane:Ok,Shap

Dife:Sure,moreeadumele

Amane:(laughed)mxm,shap

Batsile'sheartpoundedashelistenedtothem

holdingherfrom behind,sheputthephonedown

andsighedclosinghereyes.Hewasn'tsureifshe

wasawarehercallvolumewasn'tlow...Clearlyshe

didn'tknowbutwiththesilenceinthehousehe

heardeverywordfrom Dife.Minuteslatershefell

asleepinhisarmswhilehestillheldherstaringin

thedark..Alumpblockedhisthroatandhe

swallowedtryingtopushit,histhroatcrackedin

painasheswallowedagain.Heletgoofherand

quietlypickedherphone,heclickedonithopingshe

stilldidn'thaveapinthenhecopiedDife'snumber
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intohisphone.Heputthephonebackandlaid

down...

*

Thenextmorninghegotupandboiledbathingwater

whileshewassleeping.Hegotreadyforworkand

countedP700...

Batsile:Babe?Hei...

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim ashehanded

herthemoney.

Batsile:Youcanspendthisonyourself.

Amane:I'm fine,agoduelarentkaone.

Batsile:Canimoveoutnextmonthrelekegofixa

dilo.You'rebeingtoofastforme.
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Amane:Itcan'tbeasfastasyouwerechasingme

outofthathospitalbathroom.

Batsile:Gonejaanakanaihavenothingbutmy

clothes.

Amane:Moveinwithyourbrother.

Batsile:HeisalreadytakingcareofKanako,idon't

wanttobeaburden.

Amane:Obatagonnaburdenyagamangjaanong?

Heclenchedhisteethandputthemoneybackinhis

walletlookingather.

Batsile:Letmegotowork...

Amane:Ok,becarefulwhatyoueatoutthere.

Batsile:I'llbecareful...(swallowed)Atleastyoustill

care

Amane:Justbecauseidon'twanttobewithyou

doesn'tmeanidon'tloveyou.Iloveyou,andyou're

notthatbad...Justthatyou'renotenoughforme...
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Enoughasinyourreactionstowardsmistakes.It

hasnothingtodowithmoney.

Hesighedlookingather,Bame'staxihonkedoutside

thenhepickedhisphoneandwalkedout.

Hetookadeepbreathandsighedasheapproached

hisbrotherscarandworethatsmile.Hejumpedin

andclosedthedoor...

Batsile:Aita

Bame:Sure

Bamedroveoff...

Atthehardwarestore...

LateronduringlunchtimeBatsilesteppedoutofthe
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buildingdialingDife...

Dife:Hello?

Batsile:You'retalkingtoBatsile...

AtDife'sHouse...

MeanwhileDifelookedatAmanewhileshewas

sortingsomepaperssittingonthebedthenhe

walkedtothekitcheninhisshorts..

Dife:Whatdoyouwant?

Batsile:Caniseeyouforafewminutes?Ineedto

talktoyou.I'm notfightingeither,ifeellikeifwetalk

relecalm wemightunderstandeachother.Maybei

gaveyouabadimpressionwhenwefirstmet.

Dife:Buahelaonthephone,I'm supposedtosubmit

mytenderdocumentssoihavenoplanstoleavethe

house.
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Batsile:Kedirejangketsenyetaxiketekoorebue

kanajang?

Dife:Wheredoyouwantustomeet?I'lldriveover

there

Batsile:Ionlyhave45minuteswalunchtimeso

sinceyou'redrivingyoucancomeclosertomy

workplacecauseidon'twanttobelate.

Dife:Okae?

Batsile:SideyaCashbuild

Dife:Ok,howaboutthetaxistopsaindustrialsite

behindboCashbuildleBuilder'sSmart?

Batsile:It'sfine.I'llgowaittherenow.

Dife:Ok..

Hehungupanddialedhisoldestbrother...

Him:Hello?

Dife:Heiman,thisguyarerekopanerebue,idon't
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knowwhatheisplanning.

Him:I'm atworkbutI'lldriveby.Wheredowemeet?

Dife:Koindustrial.

Him:IwasinameetingwithJunior,keetaleene.

Dife:Juniormightfuelthingsthebanna,idon'twant

tolosethisgirloversillythings.

Him:No,JuniorisfinekanaketiseBlue?

Dife:(laughed)NotBlue.Shap,wewillmeetonthe

way.

Hehungupandwalkedbacktothebedroom..

Dife:Theyneedmeattheoffice,willyoubeOKfor

10minutes?

Amane:Yeah,

Dife:Sendmealistofwhattobringforlunch.

Amane:Ok
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Difechangedhisclothesandputonsneakers,on

secondthoughts...HeputonaTimberlandblack

boot...Itwasperfectforconfrontation.

Attheindustrial...

MeanwhileBatsilewalkedtowardsthestophaving2

fatcakesandFanta.Hethrewtheplasticinthebin

andsatontheedgeofthepavementwhilesipping

theFanta...

Cx5pulledoverthenhestoodupandthrewthecan

inthebinasaBMW,RangerandaRangeRoverfilled

thestop.

Difesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenheleaned

againsthisbumperandfoldedhisarmslookingat

him.Dife'sbrothersandcousineachsteppedoutof

theircarsandapproached..
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Dife:Neoreng?

Batsile:(loweredhisvoice)Ijustwantedtotalkto

you,whydidyoubringsomanypeople?

ThecousinsteppedoverandlookedatBatsile...

Him:Howdidhegetthiscutonhislip?Gatweo

segankanemonna?

Batsileturnedlookingathim astheotherguys

steppedoverglaringathim.

Batsile:I'm notheretofight,icameheretotalkto

him..

Brother:Thentalk?What'sup?

Batsile:It'sanembarrassingtopicthat'swhyi

wantedtotalktohim alonenottopleadwithhim ha

pelegalona.Ihaveanegolenna,lekanggo

thaloganyabecauseI'm surehetoldyouwhat's
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goingon.

Cousin:Thereisnothingtodiscuss,infactyouneed

tostayawayfrom thisgirl.

Dife:Emapeletherra

Cousin:No,lethim dowhathewasdoingtogiveyou

thatcut.

Batsile'sheartpoundedashelookedattherange

roverdriver..

Him:Autwamonna?

Batsile:Sure,keautwa

Theoneinasuitsteppedoverlooseninghistie...

Brother:Nnammekebatagonyedisalaiteethe

banna!

Dife:(blockedhim)Juniorwee?Skabasimolola
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Brother:No,whydoesn'thehaveacutonhislip

whenyouhaveone?Hecancometoworkbutyou

couldn'tgototheofficebecauseofhim.

Dife:Emangpelemajentsekealekopa.

Batsile:(walkingbackwards)Ididn'tcomehereto

fight,idon'thavestrengthsagolwapluske

theogetse,from hereI'm goingtowork.Icamehere

totalk,ithoughtmaybewecanunderstandeach

other.

Junior:Karediramakgakgaaneoadiraonmy

brotheryesterday..

Juniorswungathim buttheturnedaroundgiving

him hisback,therangeroverandtheBMW drivers

grabbedhim andheldhishandsfrom behindleaving

hisfacevulnerableasheturnedhisheadlooking

away.

Dife:(panickedlookingaround)Guyscomeon..

Junior?Stop..(lookedathisotherbrother)Thisis
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whyisaidoskaskatisaJunior!

Batsile:Difekopaobareyebantogela.Ididn'tcome

heretofight

Junior:Wayakaobonaretile...Comekickhim,heta

helaoteomoragemarete...Maybenexttimehewill

mindhisbusiness.

Dife:I'm notdoingthat,guyslethim go...

Juniorpunchedhim ontheface,Batsileturnedhis

headlookingatthequietroad,nocarsorpeople

passingby.Thetallestguysheldhishandsbehind

hisbackashepunchedhim again.Juniorgrabbed

Difeandpushedhim onBatsile..

Junior:Ragamothoyo!Kickhim betweenhislegs...

Doit.

WithhishandsbehindhisbackBatsileputhisleg
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overtheotherandlickedhisbloodyliplookingat

Dife..

Junior:Kickhim!

*

*

*

*

*
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#23

Atthestop...

DifelookedatBatsile'szipperconsideringthatkick

butthethoughtofsuchpainheldhim backthenhe

turnedaround.

Dife:No,guyslethim go...

Juniorbithislowerlipandkickedhim betweenthe

legs,Batsilegruntedandclosedhiseyesashefell

onthepavementandcurledintoaballthatpain

rushingstraightintohiscrouchandstomach...

Juniorsteppedcloserandstompedoverhim,Batsile

grabbedhisfoottippinghim overandjumpedover

him withafuriousquickfistthatsmashedhismouth.
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Theotherbrotheryankedhim offJunior,heturned

withafistandpunchedthebrother,theother

punchedhim backasthecousinkickedhim from

behind.Heturnedovertothecousinwithafistand

knockedhisfronttooth,thetwoofthem gangedup

onhim andknockedhim downashewentdownwith

Junior'sheadlockedinhisarms...

Diferanoverandkickedhim overandoverwhilethe

otherguysstompedonhim sohecouldletgoJunior

butBatsilebithislowerliplockinghisneckcutting

hisairways...

Thethreeofthem bittheirlipsandkickedhim harder

astheirshoesleftdustyprintsoverarmsbuthe

lockedhim withhisarm,Juniorgotweakerand

finallystoppedstrugglingashisjointsgotcoldand

thelightturnedintocompletedarkness.

Thecousinrantothecarandcamebackwithspray

gun,heaimedatBatsile'sfaceandsprayedhim with
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pepperspray...

Dife:Uhfuck!

Difelethim goandturnedonhisbackrubbinghis

burningeyesandcoughing,hestoodupand

staggeredtryingtoopenhiseyesbuttheyburned

evenmoreasthebrothersgangeduponhim kicking

him whileDifekneltnexttohisbrothergivinghim

CPR.

Awomanpassingbycarryingherbabyonherback

anralargebaganddroppedherstockandscreamed

astheguyskickedBatsile....

Theguysstoppedandturnedlookingatherthen

theysteppedbackandcrowdedJuniorashe

coughedandstoodup,hestaggeredandalmostfell

asDifegrabbedhim andhelpedhim stand..The

womanrantothemainroadscreamingholdingher
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baby...

Her:Bathothusangmothoobetswakebatho..

Theguysgotbackintheircarsanddroveoffas

Batsilesatupbuttheburninganditchingsensation

ofthepeppersprayparalysedhim ashelaidonhis

backrubbinghiseyes.Carsjustpassedthewoman

aswhensheturnedbacktothemanlyingonthe

crowdandnoticedhewasaloneshehurriedoverto

him...

Her:Areyouok?

Batsile:Ineedtowashmyface,theysprayedme

withpepperspray

Sheopenedherbigbagandtookoutherstock

reachingforanorosbottlebutitwasempty,she

openedhercoolerboxandtookoutherdistilled

waterforsalethensheranoverandhandedhim...
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Batsilegrabbedthebottleandpouredoverhisface.

Batsile:Bringmore!Hurryup!Uh,itburns...

Sheuntiedherbabyandsathim downthenshe

broughtanotherbottle...

Her:Usethisonecarefully,I'm sellingthiswater.I

can'tfinishit.

Batsilepoureditoverhisfacerubbinghimselfas

shewatchedhim..

Batsile:Bringmore,I'llpayforit...Pleasehurry!

Shebroughtthesixpackofwaterandputinfrontof

him,hetookthem outonebyoneandwashedhis
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facewhileshepickedherbabyandstoodbylooking

athim...

Her:Areyouok?You'rebleeding

Batsile:I'm fine...

Shewalkednexttothebinandpickedhisjacket,she

dusteditandhandedittohim whileheblinked

severaltimestryingtoseethroughthatpain.She

pickedhisphonefrom thesoilandhandedittohim...

Her:Youcancallthepolice,imemorisedtheother

numberplate,theothercarhasastickerwritten

'Zambobloodline'.

Batsile:No,it'sfine...

Hetookouthiswalletandhandedherwhat

appearedtobeP50underthereddishviewofpepper
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spray.Shegotthemoneyandreachedforhermoney

waistbagforchange...

Her:Otshologamokola...

Batsileputthejacketoverhisnosesearchingforhis

phoneintheback...

Batsile:Thanksforthechange.

HedialedBame...

Bame:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,ihavebeenmugged.Comepickmeup.

Bame:Where?

Batsile:Stopsaindustrial
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Hehungupandstooduprubbinghisfaceasthe

womanstaredathim.

Her:Idoubtthosepeopleweremuggingyou,they

lookrichandoberekakadiovarolokanaotshwere

sengwemogowenaseseturang?

Batsile:ThanksforremindingmethatI'm notrich

Her:(coveredhermouthandlaughed)I'm sorry,i

didn'tmeanitlikethatbuttheydidn'teventakeyour

wallet.Howdiditstart?

Batsile:It'sacaseofmistakenidentity

Her:Ifyousayso...Ihavetogo...

Sheslidherbabyonherbackandtiedherwitha

towelbeforeputtingherthingsbag.

Her:Ihavetogo.

Batsile:Waitwewilldropyouoff,mybrotheris

coming.
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Her:Ok...

BamepulledoverandsteppedoutasBatsilestood

upandfrownedinpain.Bamelookedathim and

frowned..

Bame:Whathappened?

Batsile:Let'sgo,I'llexplainkopele.(toher)Getin.

Bameloadedherthingsandgotbackinthecar,they

closedthedoorthenhedroveoffinshockashe

keptglancingather.

Bame:Whathappened!?

Batsile:Igotmuggedbyacoupleofboys,theyran

thatway.

Thewomansittinginthebackholdingherbaby
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frownedsilentlyasBatsilecarriedon.

AtDife'sHouse...

LateronDifewalkedinwithaplasteronhis

foreheadtalkingtothephone...

Dife:Sowhatdidthedoctorsay?...<<>>Neckbrace?

<<>>IsheOKthough?<<>>yeah,nowearenot

keepingthisgoing.Justletitgo...Lesangkgange

hela..Juniorwillbefinewiththatneckbrace.I'llcall

youlater..

Hecutthecallandsatonthebedtakingoffhis

shoeswhileAmanelaidonthebedwatchinga

seriesonhislaptop.

Amane:Hey...(frowned)plaster?Whathappened?

Dife:Bumpedmyhead...Areyoudone?
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Amane:Yeah

Herphonerangthenshesighedlookingatthecaller

beforepicking.

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,imanagedtogetmyclothes.Yourkeys

areunderthecarpet.

Amane'sheartskippedasherfacefell...

Amane:Oh,OK.

Batsile:Iloveyou,idon'tknowhowlongitwilltake

tohealbutiloveyou.

Amane:Iloveyoutoo,butrelationshipsneedmore

thanjustlove.

Batsile:Iunderstandbabe.Takecare

Amane:Bye



Iam

Shehungupandsighed...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillbe

postedat11pm.

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse...

Batsilehungupthephoneanddroppedthekeys

underthematthenhewalkedtowardsthegate

carryinghisbackpack.

MeanwhileinthecarBamesuspiciouslyobserved

Batsilethenheadjustedthemirrorlookingatthe

youngladysittingatthebackwithhersononherlap.

Bame:Whathappened?

Her:Idon'tknow..

Bame:Areyousocomfortablewithlyingsomuch

thatyoucanlietostrangers?
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Shelookeddownshamefullyandsighedwipingher

baby'slip.

Bame:Whathappened?

Her:Hewasattackedbypeopleincars,aredcar,

andthreemorewhiteones.Idon'tknowwhatthey

wanted,iwasjustpassingbyheadinghomeand

sawthem ganginguponhim.Iscreamedforpeople

toassistbutiguesspeoplethoughtiwascrazy...

Butthemenwhowereattackinghim gotspooked

anddroveoff.Oneofthem seemedtohave

collapsedsoireallydon'tknow.

Bame:(loweredhisvoiceasBatsileclosedthegate)

Ok,igetthepicture.

Batsileopenedthedoorandgotinthenheturned

lookingattheladysittingintheback...

Batsile:Ihopeididn'twasteyourtime.

Her:It'sOK..
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HesighedleaningbackasBamesuspiciouslylooked

athim.

Bame:What'supwiththebag?

Batsile:Wewilltalk...

MinuteslaterBameparkedinfrontoftheyardas

directedbythelady.Theguyslookedatagroupof

childrenplayingunderthetree...Roughly7ifnot8,

allunder10yearsold.Theyardhadalotofone

roomsandagroupofpeoplesatunderthetree...

Bame:Isthereapartyorsomething?

Her:No,it'sjustmyfamily.

TheguyskeptquietthenBatsilesteppedoutand

pickedherbagsoneachhand,hefollowedherinside

assheheadedtotheoneandunlockedthedooras
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heputthebagsonthestoop.

Batsile:Thanksforhelpingmeoutthere

Her:You'rewelcome,(laughed)Itpaidoffbecause

youfinishedmywater

Batsile:(laughed)Yeah...MynameisBatsile

Her:MynameisOne

Batsile:Orekisetsakae?

One:Thelaststopattheindustrial.

Batsile:Ok,I'llseeyouaround

One:Bye.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutashedialedthe

hisbossandexplainedhimself.

MeanwhileBamesighedtalkingtothephone...
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Bame:Iknowtheserichboysdidn'ttryonmy

brother.Bagonyela,keagoerekakgangyateng,

shesaysthreecarswhichmeansitwas4vs1.It

bothersmemorethatheisnottalkingaboutit

Basi:Probablybecauseyou'repredictable,heis

protectingyoubecauseyouhavearecordandyou're

onprobation.YouknowBatmanistoocareful,keep

thatshorttemperupandyou'llneverhearhurtful

thingsheisgoingthrough.

Bame:Nxla!

Basi:ItrustBait,iknowforsurehe'ddefendhimself

itsyouI'm worriedaboutbecauseyoulikecausing

unnecessaryfights.You'rethebreadwinnersowhy

areyousurprisedthathedoesn'twantyouinjail.

Bame:Mmeakerenkaselwethata,kegobaphakisa

dimpamahela,trustmenomanwillreportaslap

from anotherman.Itsembarrassingenough.

Basi:Let'sjustwatchhim handleit,itrustBait...Let's

justplayitcoolandwatch.Ifheneedshelpwewill

hopin.

Bame:Alright,mmehelaI'm goingtosearchforthis
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guysbrothersonFacebook.Ifoneofthem stepson

mytoeatthemallyalara

Basi:(laughed)Richpeoplenevermeettaxidrivers,

youdon'tevenshopinthesameshops...Theybuy

breadatwoolworths.Theirshopshaveclothesand

foodallinside.

Bame:I'llfindaway,kebabeiletrap.Wewillmeet

koclubong.Eoeiwakemongwelemongwe.

Basi:Wait,yougotoclubs?

Bame:Youtakemeforgranted...(laughed)Shap

Basi:(laughed)Shap

HehungupasBatsilegotinthehousetalkingtoone

ofthepeoplerentingaroom.Bamedroveoff.

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatnightDifedrovethroughthegateashis

lightsbouncedonheroneroom..
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Dife:Atleasttheplotishuge,thereisroom fora

biggerhouse.

Amane:Yeah..Comein

Shesteppedoutandunlockedthedoorthenshe

walkedin.Difesteppedinandlookedinsidetheone

room,sosmallhegotclaustrophobicjuststanding

therebutthenheunderstoodbackgrounds...His

nannymadeiteasytounderstandthesethings...

Amane:Youcanhaveaseat.

Dife:I'llwaitoutside..

Hesteppedoutsideandheavedasighofreliefthen

heturnedlookingatthepitlatrineatthecornerof

theyardwithaclothactingasadoor.Shestepped

outandsmiled..
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Amane:Thanksfordroppingmeoff

Dife:Sure,goodnight

Heleanedoverhuggingherandleanedbackthenhe

gotinthecaranddroveoff.Amaneclosedthedoor

andsighedlookingatheremptyhouse..shesat

downandsighed...Itwaswaymorequietthanusual.

Shetookoffherclothesandgotinbedasher

thoughtswonderedoff....

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

L
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AtDife'sHouse....

The7am alarm buzzed,Amanereachedoverand

stoppeditthensheshookhim...

Amane:Dee?Dee?

Therewasaknockatthemaindoorthensheputon

hisrobeandpassedbythetoiletchargingpads

beforeopeningthedoorforthemaid.

Maid:Goodmorning.

Amane:Goodmorning..

ThemaidheadedtothekitchenandmadeMr
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Zambo'sbreakfastaccordingtothetimetable.

AmanegotbackinbedthenDifemovedoverand

puthisarm overher..

Amane:Youralarm buzzed

Dife:Workingfrom homeagain..

Amane:Ok,todayismylastdayonleave.Tomorrow

ihavetogobacktowork.

Dife:Youwork?

Amane:Yes,iam amaid.

Dife:Ididn'tknowthat...Ok..howmuchdoyouget

paid?

Amane:1.6

Themaidknocked...

Dife:Yeah!
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Shewalkedinandheadedtothewardrobewhere

shetookouthissuit..

Her:GoodmorningMrZee

Dife:Hey,I'm workingfrom homeagain.Keyaofising

kamoso.

Her:Ok,yourbreakfastisready.

Dife:Tisa

Shewalkedout...

Dife:Howmuchdoyougetpaid?

Amane:1.6,itsthreechildrenand2adults.

Dife:Thisonegets2K

Amane:Hiremeasyourmaid

Themaidwalkedinandlookedatherassheplaced

thetrayontheshelfbytheheadboard...



Iam

Dife:Thankyou..

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor....

Dife:I'llfindyouaproperjob,yousaidyou'reachef

right?

Amane:Yeah

Dife:I'lltalktooneofmyfather'sbusinesspartners,

theyhavehotelsallover.WhereisyourCV?

Amane:Athome

Dife:Weshouldgogetit,iwanttotalktothem ke

tshwerehardcopysotheydon'tthinkI'm justtrying

togetinyourpants.Theyareintoprofessionalism

solewenawhenyougettheredon'tembarrassme.

Inourfamilywhenit'sbusinesstimeit'sbusiness

time,evenmyparentscangiveoneanotherwritten

warningsandgetsuspensions.That'showseriousit

issoifyougetthereworklikeanyotheremployee

becauseiwon'tbailyououtifanythinghappens.



Iam

Amane:(smiled)Soyou'rereallygoingtogetmea

job??

Shegotupandhuggedhim ashelaughedholding

her...

Amane:Letmegetdressed..

Shegotupandopenedthewardrobedoorbutthe

handlesnappedoutasthescrewdropped...

Amane:Oops

Dife:Dropitoverthere,thehandymanwillcomefixit,

thedoorlockinthebathroom iswigglytoo.

Amanefrowned,Batsilefixedalmosteverything

aroundthehouse,she'dseenhim fixtheirkitchen

unithandles..Shebentoverandpickedthescrew

thensheplacedthehandleandscrewedinwithher
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thumbsuntilitwascompletelyin.

Amane:Gaonascrewdriver?

Dife:No,justleaveit.Comeeat...

Amane:(satonthebed)Howcomeyourhelper

doesn'tdishforme?

Dife:Ithinkihavetointroducethetwoofyousoshe

canbeawareyou'llfrequentthishouse.Ineverhave

visitorsexceptmybrothersandcousinsshe

probablythoughtyou'reanightstand...

Amane:Soyoudogetnightstand?

Dife:(laughed)Notanymore,ihaveagirlfriendnow

Amane:(laughed)Oh,what'shername?

Dife:Fours

Shelaughedandshookherheadastheyate.Aftera

showertheygotreadyandleftforherhouse...
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AtAmane'sHouse...

LateronDifewaitedinthecarwhileAmanewent

throughherfilesittingonthebed.Hisstomach

rumbledandhistightenedhisbehindmuscleholding

in...heknewheshouldn'thavedrunkthatmilk

withoutanything,hadbeenawhilesincehislactose

intolerancekickedin..

Hesteppedoutandknockedonthedoor..

Dife:Ams?Canwegokebatagotsenamotoilet.

Amane:(steppedoutwithtp)Here,toiletkeele

Dife:Ketatsenakolapeng

Amane:I'm stilllookingformythings,Idon'tknow

whereBatsileputthem.

Dife:Justleavethem.

Amane:Whycan'tyouusethattoilet?
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Dife:I'veneverusedapitlatrineandpeoplemight

seemethroughthatsheet.

Amane:Mosinyanayathetoiletwena?Didn'tyousay

you'relactoseintolarent?

Dife:Fuck!Canwejustgo!

Amane:You'resuchababy!

HesnatchedtheTPandhurriedtothetoilet,he

pushedthesheetasideandfrownedastheawful

smellengulfedhislungs,heheldhisbreathand

steppedovertheseat...Lookingdownhecouldsee

wormsslitheringandglidingoveroneanother,he

lookedawayandrelievedhimselfthenacockroach

ranoverhisfoot.

Dife:(Screaming)Arhhhhh

Hegaspedandstoodupstompinghisfoottodropit

offasitranuphisarms.Alizarddroppeddownhis

neck,hereachedoverandtoucheditsslimming
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bodyanddroppeditdownashiswholebody

crawled...Heburstoutpullinguphisjeansandfell

onthegroundasAmaneranover...

Dife:(shaking)fuck!

Amane:What?

Acorkroachrandownthefootofhispantsthenhe

lookedather,hestoodupandangrilywalkedback

tothecarwithoutaword.Amanegotinthecarand

closedthedoorashereversedthecarwitha

straightface.

Amane:Whathappened?

Hequietlydrovethecarwithoutaresponse..

Amane:Onngaletse?
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Hejustdroveoff..

AtMaunpolicestation...

Jalostampedsomedocumentscertifyingthem as

oneofhercolleagueswalkedin...

Him:MisJaysomeoneislookingforyou.

Jalo:Comehelpmehere,kemang?

Him:Idon'tknow,hesaysheisheretoserveyou

withsomecourtdocuments.

Herheartskippedasshestoodup...

Jalo:AobathobaFurnmartbarilenglona?Iskipone

monthandtheysueme?

Shewalkedoutwithhermouthdroppedasshe
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steppedoutofthebuilding,herfacelitupasshe

coveredhermouthlookingatSimbacarryinghisson.

Sheranintohisarmsandhuggedhim asthey

laughed.

Jalo:Youalmostgavemeaheartattack!

Simba:(laughed)Calloutallthepoliceofficersand

tellthem aZimbabweanisoutside...

Shelaughedoutloudblushingandturnedtohisson

smiling,sheslippedherhandsunderneathhis

armpitsandpickedhim up...

Jalo:Hilittleman...Howareyou?

Him:Fine..

ShelookedatSimbaandsmiled...
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Jalo:Weshouldopenhim andKevinapagewhere

weposttheirpicturesandevendoadvertising.

They'retoocuteandtheylookalike...

Simba:You'rethemotherfigure,sodowhatyousee

fit.Besideswhat'sbetterthanachildwhobrings

moneyhome...

Shehuggedhim againsmilingandrememberedshe

wasstillondutythenshesteppedbacksmiling...

Atthehardwarestore...

MeanwhileBatsileassistedacustomerasthe

managerwavedhim over,hisheartskipped...Heleft

workyesterdaywithoutanapprovedleaveof

absence,hethoughthissupervisorunderstood...Did

hetellthemanagersaboutit.Beingonwork

probationthiscouldbehislastdayatwork..

Hesatdownandsighedasthemanagerplaceda
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contractinfrontofhim.

Manager:Mybossesarehappywithyourservice

andthey'reconsideringa5yearcontract.Social

mediaismakingnoiseaboutyourcustomerservice,

wehavealsobeenobservingyouforamonthnow

andwecouldgofarwithyou..

Batsilefrozelookingatherthenhelookedatthe

contract,astartof5K...Thebenefitsthatcomes

withbeingoncontractashardwarestoreemployee-

gettingbuildingmaterialsoncreditandhavingthe

moneydeductedfrom yourpaywithoutany

interest....Thedream ofseeingafencearoundhis

plot,theirrigationsystem andsprinklersspinning

aroundwateringcamebacktolifethenhelookedat

themanagerashiseyeswelledup.Hehatedcrying,

italwaysseemedstupidformentocrybutthat

burningsensationinhiseyesforcedhim torubhis

eyes.
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Manager:You'reahardworkerBatsile,youneversit

downandyou'renevermoody.Alwayssmilingwith

customers...Idon'tknowwhyyounevercompleted

schoolwhenyougotA'sinyourform 3examsbut

you'reahardworker.Thisisjustpersonalhelafrom

me,enrollingforparttimetocompleteform 5

wouldn'tbethathard.From thereyou'llqualifyfora

universitysponsorshipandstudyacourseofyour

dreams...

Batsile:Idon'tknowhowtothankyou...I'm very

emotionalrightnow,idon'tlikegettingemotional

butican'thelpit.Howsooncanigetthebuilding

materials?

Manager:(laughed)Oakantsebuildingmaterials

hela?

Batsile:(laughed)Eishyouwouldn'tunderstand...I

haveafarm bytheriver,fornowiwanttoturnitinto

aneventgardencauseI'llhavetoworkheretopay

offthematerials.Itsnexttotheriver,iseeweddings,

partiesandallkindsofeventsbeingheldthere..

Manager:(laughed)Ok,gothroughthecontractand
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signit,onceyou'vebeenenteredintothesystem

you'llgetyourbuildingmaterials.

Batsile:Ok,

Hereadthecontractcarefullyandsignedthenhe

handeditover.

Manager:Thankyou.

Batsile:Thankyou...

Hestoodupandwalkedoutlookingatthetime,it

wasbreakfasttimeandhewalkedoutfollowing

othersashisphonerang.Helookedatthecallfrom

Amane'ssisterandpicked..

Batsile:Hello?

Her:Hi,I'm justcheckingonyou..Iheardwhat

happenedbuticouldn'tfindanexcusetocheckif

you'reOKsoijustcalled.
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Batsile:(smiled)I'm fine,I'm gettingthere.Howis

Amane?

Her:Um...Sheisfine.

Batsile:HasshemovedinwithDife?

Her:Whydoyousaythat?

Batsile:causeIpassbyherhouseeveryonceina

whilebutthelightsarealwaysoff.Justbehonest

Her:(sighed)Yeah,shehasbeenhereforaweek.

I'm sorry,thisisweird,idon'twanttotalkabouther,

itmakesitseem likeI'm stalkingonherortalking

badabouther.Doyoumindnotdiscussingher?

Batsile:Alright,noproblem.

Her:Canicomeseeyourhousethisweekend?

Batsile:I'm goingtothefarm thisweekend.

Her:Ok,noproblem.Bye

Batsile:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedpassedseveralstallsand
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tuckshopsheadingtoOne'sstall10minutesaway.

HegrabbedachairandsatdownasOnepouredtwo

spoonsofsoupintoadisposalcontainerand

handedmagwinyatoacustomerwithherbabyon

herback...

One:Hi,theusual?

Batsile:Yeah.

Shepickedmagwinyawithaforkandservedhim

withsoupbeforebendingaroundpickingthe

plasticshercustomersthrowaway..

Batsile:HowoldisBright?

One:Heis6months.

Batsile:Youhavealargefamily,whydon'tthey

babysit?Heneverevencries

One:Everyoneforhimself,besidesheismy

responsibility.I'm theonewhoplayedwithan
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opportunitywheniwasgivenachancetostudyi

decidedtobestupidandfallpregnant.Nowmyage

matesaresittingfortheirform 5finalexam andI'm

heretryingtomakemoneysoicanbuydiapersand

motogo...

Batsile:Whereishisfather?

One:Hecommittedsuicide,myparentsreportedhim

fordefilementandwhenthingsgotheatedhe

panickedandcommittedsuicide.Ithinkitwasthe

fearofgoingtoprison...Hisfatherwassexaully

assaultedinprisonuntilhecommittedsuicidesohe

musthavethoughthe'dsufferthesamefate.

Shetookoutherphoneandhandedhim clickingon

theirpictures..

One:That'shim...

Ahugelumpblockedherthroatasshelookedathis

picturesandsmiledtearfully..
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One:Hewasataxidriver...Heusedtodropmeat

school.Itstartedasasecretbutthenwegottoo

careless,hesaidhe'dpulloutbutigotpregnant.We

werebothsoscared...(tearfully)Hewassoscared...

Ididn'ttellmyparentswhothefatherisbecausei

knewtheywouldn'tletitgo.Whenmyunclewentto

hishouseandaskedhim hecouldn'tdenymeeither...

(lipstrembling)Idon'tknowwhyhedidn'tjustsayhe

isnotthefatherbecauseitsnotlikewecanafforda

DNAtest...Areeneneapalelwakegoitatola

ngwana...

Tearsrolleddownthenshewipedhereyeswiththe

cornerofherbaby'stowel.

One:Myunclesattackedhim gotweherapedme,he

wastakentothepolicestationwherehespent2

nights.Hewaschargedwithdefilementand

releasedonbail,whenhegotouthewenttohis

houseandcommittedsuicide.
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Batsilestoodupandhuggedherasshebrokedown

crying...

Batsile:I'm sorry...You'llabeOK,trustme.

Sherubbedhereyesandsteppedbackthenshe

continuedpickingtheplastics.

Batsile:Hedidn'tlooklikeataxidriver,olebeganne

adidimetse.TaxidrivertotakemybrotherBame

One:(laughed)Bameisapuretaxidriver,kehaa

overtakerdikoloitse4,uhyourbrother!

Theylaughedasheputherphonedown..

Batsile:Letmeholdhim oisemalelekoskipping.Be

fastIhavetogo.Breakfasttimeisn'tlongenough

likelunchtime..
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Sheuntiedthebabythenhesmiledapickinghim

whilesherantotheskipcontainer.Thebaby

reachedoverhischeektouchinghim withsoftcold

fingertips..

Batsile:HiBrighton

Hego-goerdandblewbubblessmilingwithtwotiny

teethemergingfrom hisgums..

Batsile:(laughed)Heikanteonalemenonyanaa

mmute?

Onewalkedbackandwashedherhandsbefore

pickinghim from hislap.

One:Yatirongrraechaile..
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Hestoodupandpaidforhisbreakfast...

Batsile:I'm goingtothecattlepostonSunday.Can

wegotogether?It'sareturnjourney

One:Ican't,idon'thaveababysitter.

Batsile:Imeanwithhim.

One:Oh,um...

Shereluctantlylookedathim...

One:Kemotsetsi

Batsile:So?

One:Comewithyoulikehow?Gakebategoaffecta

ngwana...You'reaMotswanayouknowthesethings.

Ican'tcome,ibileoithutagoemasoidon'twant

him tobetooslowbecausekeirresponsible.

Batsile:Ijustwantyoutokeepmecompany.Itwill

beatthefarm notinthehouse,iwanttogotalkto
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someguystohelpmefence.Evenifitwasinthe

houseiwouldn'twantthatfrom youkeabonagore

Brightonisayoung.

Shelookedathim atlackofwordsforanother

excuse...

Batsile:Onnie?

One:(sighed)Rra?

Batsile:Please...Ijustwantyourcompany,Sunday

gaotheogele..Let'sjustgo.Whatdoyousay?

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthestall...

Batsile:Areye,weleaveinthemorningcomebackin

theafternoon.

One:Travellingwithachildisexhausting,tabeke

harilekebelege.Uh...

Batsile:I'llhelpyou.

One:Let'ssayI'lltalktomymother,ifsheagreesI'll

letyouknow.Howisthat?

Batsile:Perfect

One:Therrawenaskanthekisetsabathobabajang

batho..

Batsilecrackedlaughingasshejoinedinlaughing...
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One:(laughed)You'relate...

Batsile:(laughed)Shapautwa.

One:Shap.

Helaughedandsprintedbacktoworkwithmore

energy....

AtDife'sHouse...

LateronAmanesatonthecouchboredwhileDife

workedonthecomputerwithoutsayinganything.

Hisphonerangthenhepicked..

Dife:Hello?Sir?....Sheisafriendofmine,whyare

youasking?...(laughed)Unclewhywouldicharm

girlsusingyou.Hireher.Ipromisesheisagoodgirl,

youcanevenputheronprobationandseehowshe

goes?...Herfood?Well,sheisreallyexcellent.I

promiseyouwon'tregretit.Ok,bye
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HehungupandcontinuedtypingwhileAmanesat

theretryingtowatchTVbutbeinginthesamehouse

withsomeonewhodidn'tseem interestedgot

uncomfortable...Shedesperatelyneededtohearif

thatwasaboutherbutheclearlywasn'tinthe

mood...

Amane:Wasthataboutme?

Dife:Idon'tgoarounddoingpeoplefavoursand

gettingthem jobs.

Amane:Whatdoesthatmean?

Dife:Isn'tthatobvious?You'retheonlypersonI'm

helpingfindingajob.(sighedandrubbedhis

eyebrows)Doyoumind?Sometimesijustneed

silencesoicanrecollectmythoughts.Youcantake

thecarandgoforadriveorsomething...Mycardis

inthere.

Amanesmiledandrantothebedroom whereshe
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changedherclothesandhurriedout.

Sheunlockedthecarandnoticedhersister's

windowsopenthenshecloseditandwalkedover.

Shewalkedinthehousewhileshewaswashingthe

dishes...

Amane:HeyAmanda

Amanda:Hi..

Amane:Canitakeyououtandthankyoufor

accommodatingmewhenineededaplacetostay?

Amanda:Date?

Amane:Yeah,Difesaysicantakethecaranddo

whateveriwantwiththeATM card.HeismoodysoI

wanttogoout

Amanda:Difeusedtoannoymebybeingmoody,

sometimeshecango2dayswithouttalkingtome

thenhejuststartsopeningup.I'm surethat'swhy
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hisrelationshipsdon'tlast.Nobodylikesmothoyoo

tsogelwanggosaresepe

Amane:Yeahbutidon'tmindthat,aslongasheis

notscarythenI'm fine.Iwantasoftguy...Tough

guysarescaryandunpredictable.Hecan'tfixthings

aroundthehouse,ialmostgotturnedoffbuttheni

thoughtifhecanaffordtopaysomeonetodoit

what'sthebigdeal?

Amanda:Isee...Well,iwasabouttogoout.So

you'retrulydonewithBatsile?

Amane:Yeah,ifeelbadforhim...Itmustbehard

beingbrokebutthemoreIthinkaboutitthemorei

seethatthereisnofuture.Weliketheideaof

sufferingwithaguyfrom thestartbutthetruthisit

doesn'talwaysworklikethat,youhardlymakeitout

ofpovertywithoutaneducation.Ifhehadadegree

andwaslookingforajobI'dunderstandbutthebest

hecangetwithoutaneducationisveryless...You

can'tbuildafuturewithaguywhodoesn'tknow

wherehisnextmealwillcomefrom.IthoughtI'll

manage,ireallytriedbutthemoreirejectgoodguys

themoreiquestionmyselfgorewhat'sthe
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guaranteethathewillberichanyway?Iwanttolive

thegoodlife.

Amanda:Maybeifyouactuallymadeyourown

moneyyouwouldn'tbeundersomuchpressure...

Letmeaskyousomething,howishissexgame?

Amane:Heisgood...(laughedindisbelief)Theguy

cancum andkeepgoinguntilhecumsagain...He

givesseveralorgasms.Whenheisdonewithyou

youjustwanttosleep....I'm notdenyingthatheisa

good...heisromanticandheisfuntobewith...He

hasahiddentemperthinggoingonbutsincehe

hasn'treallybeenphysicalwithmeiwouldn'tmind

him butnowthatiseeanopportunitywithDifeijust

wanttolivebetter.Am iwrongtochooseaman

betterthanwhatigotbefore?

Amandalookedatherforaminuteandthought

aboutit...

Amanda:Iguessyouhaveapoint,itjustdependson

anindividualpreference.Imakeenoughmoneyfor
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myselfsoijustwantagooddickandagood

man...I'veneverexperiencedalotofthingssexaully

becauseiusedtochoosethefinerthings.Nowi

wantagooddickandasweetheart.Ifhechangeson

thewayoraftergettingrichatleastI'dhavetasted

romanceandgoodsex.I'veneverreallyfeltthe

thingsthatotherwomenaretalkingabout..Kebata

goratiwahelaketlhanyakediradilonyanatsadi

couple.IfifindaguywhowilllovemeIwon'tcare

abouthismoney

Amane:I'verealisedthatamanisn'treallyaman

withoutmoney.Thereisthatthingthatamanwith

moneycarriesthatyoucan'texplain.Ifeellikebroke

menaregoodinbedbecausetheyhavenochoice,

they'reovercompensatingfortheiremptywallets.

Goalapisatotatostickwithabrokeman...Youwait

forhisdoorstoopenbutnothingcomesoutatthe

sametimeyoudon'tknowifhewillloveyouafter

gettingonhisfeet.IwashopefulbutDifejustmade

thingseasier

Amanda:Iunderstandyou..It'sOK...Letmego.I

wasabouttogo...Canwegoouttomorrow?
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Amane:Sure,noproblem

Amanda:Sure.

Amandagotinhercaranddroveoff.

AtSimba&Bame'sHouse...

LateronBatsilewalkedinthehousewhileSimba

andBasiwentthroughthecompanydocuments..

Batsile:Mufasa!

Simbastoodupandtheyshoulderbumpedbefore

sittingdown...

Batsile:What'sgoingon?

Basi:Hehadregisteredhiscompanyinmynameso

nowheisgettingitback.
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Simba:I'm surprisedheisgivingitback,some

peoplewhonever

Basi:SoyouthoughtI'dcheatyou

Simba:Ididn'ttrustanyonewoulddothat

Batsile:Whereisyourboy?Icametoseehim

Simba:Kanakotookhim,theywenttothetuckshop.

Heususingmysonashisradioaskinghim to

repeatwordsafterhim sohecanslaughter

Setswana

Batsile:(laughed)Icanimagine...

Simba:Ngwanasatengsaratasatsigatsiga,

Batsile:(laughed)Kanakomuststoptoyingwiththe

poorkid.

Batsile'sphonerangthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Amanda:Hi,itsme.I'm atthegate
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Batsile:Whichgate?

Amanda:Yourbrother'shouse.Iwanteddirections

toyourhousebuthesaidhedroppedyouhere.Ta

kwano.

Shecutthecallandlefthim hangingthenhe

steppedoutandwalkedtothegatewhereablue

Audiwasparking.

Hesteppedoutthegateandstoodbythedoor

bendingover..

Batsile:Hi

Amanda:Tsena..

Batsile:(whispered)Fuck!

Heopenedthedoorandgotinthenheturned
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lookingather,thegraycontactlensesinhereyes

gaveherthatmodelvibeespeciallywithher

spaghettidress...

Amanda:Hey

Batsile:Hey,what'sup?

Amanda:Iwantyou...Itriedtogiveyouhintsbuti

don'tknowifyou'reignoringoryou'rejustnotfeeling

me.Whateveritisineedaclearanswerbecausei

can'tpretendorignoremyfeelingsforyou.Iknow

thereisapossibilitythatyoumaythinkI'm ahobutI

raisedtospeakmymind.Kebatahaosanfileobue

keswabega1hela...AtleastI'llstopthinkingabout

youatnight.Letmefeelyourdick..

Shereachedoverandtriedtograbhisdick,he

grabbedherwristandlaughedblushinglickinghis

lipbeforespeaking..

Batsile:Don'ttouchit,it'sverysensitivetotouch..
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(helookedathisboner)Bonagorejustyourwordsa

dirilengwithouteventouchingit..

Hermouthdroppedasshelookedathisbonerthen

shelaughed...

Amanda:I'm sorry

Batsile:(laughed)It'sOK..

Sheleanedbackandtuckedherhairbehindherear..

Amanda:So?Whatdoyousay?

*

*

*

*

*
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InsideAmanda'scar...

Hereachedoverplacinghishandoverherthigh,

gentlytracinguptoherwaistandcuppedher

breast...Hepulleddownthestringofherdress

exposingherbreastthenheleanedoverandnibbled

onhernippleasshegaspedholdinghishead...He

liftedhisheadfrom herchestuptoherlipsand

kissedhersoftly.

Hereachedbetweenherlegsandslidherseatback

thenheyankedherupandbroughtheroverhislap.

Hekissedherwhileadjustinghisseatuntilhewas

layingonhisbackwithheronhislap...

Hegrabbedherroundbottomssqueezingthem and
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pushedthem overhimselfastheykissed.Afterwhat

he'dbeenthroughhe'dneverpassanopportunityfor

sex,never!Especiallywhenhewasn'tinany

relationship..Condoms,again?!Heopenedthedoor

andcarriedonkissingher,hesteppedoutandgot

outcarryingheralmostdroppingherasshegrabbed

hisneckhangingon.Heplacedheroverthebonnet

andkissedher...

Batsile:I'm coming...Iforgotsomething

Hekissedheronemoretimeastheycaughttheir

breathwiththeirforeheadsononeanother.

Amanda:Ok

Heletgoofherandhurriedbacktothehousewhere

heclosedthedoorandpulledthedrawers...
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Batsile:Ineedcondoms!IswearI'llneverwearpants

withoutcondoms...

Simba:(pulledthecurtainslookingoutside)Usedile

kuku?

Batsile:Helpmefindcondoms,Bamecannotlive

withoutcondoms.Hurry!

Theypulledthedrawers,Batsilejerkedthemattress

andfoundtwoboxesofcondoms.Hedroppedthe

mattressandjumpedoutalmostfallingatthedoor..

Simba:Yo!Kukuedangerous!

Batsilesloweddownashesteppedoutsidethegate,

shesliddownthebonnetandhekissedheragainst

thecar...

Amanda:Nothere...

Batsile:Let'sgo...
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Heopenedthedoorforher,shejumpedandsat

down...Sheneverthoughtit'dfeelsogood...Sucha

simplegesturebutyeah...Itfeltgood.Hegotinthe

frontseatandkissedherbeforetheydroveoff...

AtDife'sHouse...

LateronAmanelaidintheverandareadinga

magazineasAmanda'slightsbrightenedthehouse

turningtoherhouse...

Amanesatuplookingather,justthecompanyshe

neededwhileDifewasstillworkinginhislaptop.She

stoodupandslippedherfeetinhershoesthenshe

walkedoverasthecarparked...

MeanwhileinsideBatsilelaiddownandsighed...
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Batsile:Whydidyoubringmeoverknowingsheis

here?

Amanda:Ithoughtsheiswithherboyfriend,Amane

batholeene,ekaremothoaborega.

Amandaswitchedoffthecarandsteppedoutwhile

Batsileremainedinsidethetintedwindowsofthe

car.

Amane:Hey

Amanda:Hi,let'sgoinsidethehouse...

Amane:Ok,oh...Justremembered...Iforgotmylip

glossinyourcar..

SheopenedthedoorandfrownedlookingatBatsile.

Hesteppedoutandwalkedpasthergettinginthe

house.

Amane:Amandawhat'sgoingonbetweenyouand

myexboyfriend?
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Amanda:Heishungry,iofferedhim food.

Amane:Really?

Amanda:Wellthetruthisiwanthim,ifeellikeheis

agoodmanandheneedsalittlepatienceand

supporttodowhathevisions.Idon'tevencare

aboutmoney...Iwanthischaracter...(Loweredher

voice)Iknowwareheisviolentandallbutnnatota

kestubbornineedaguywhowillhandleme.

Amane:Areyouevenlisteningtoyourself?Sisters

arenotsupposedtosharemen,garekakera

amoganabannaekaremonnaketop.Ifyoucanlust

formyexthennothingisstoppingyoufrom wanting

Dife.

Amanda:I'llneverwantDife,I'vealreadytastedhim
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andidon'tlikehislittledick.Imeaniknowsome

womendon'tmindtinydicksandtheybelievesize

doesn'tmatterbutnnahelahamonnaale

ntsutsunyanalehaakannaromanticifacondom

doesn'tfityouthenI'llneverbeturnedonespecially

amoodymanyoongalang.Thedayihadsexwith

Difeiwasturnedoffandanythinghetriedtodoafter

wasatotalturnoff...Theminuteisawhim holding

thecondom overhisdicksoitwouldn'tfalloutand

whenhedecidedtoletgothecondom wasleft

insideme.Thatwasthefinalstraw,thecondom was

takenoutbythegynaecologistanditwastheendof

ourrelationship.

Amane:YousleptwithDife?Legoneboloto?

Amanda:Yeah,itwasn'tevenintentional,the

condom slippedfrom hisdickandheshoveditin

withhispenis.Ineverknewtherearemenhissize...

Noshadeoranythingbutipreferamanwhoisfitted

byacondom...Condom mustefitemonnanamae

phatshimeelemoteng...It'sabonusifcondom emo

gamuthabutyeahwedatedfor3days,4thdaywe

hadsexandidumpedhim rightafter.Hegavemea
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coldshoulderbutweeventuallytalkedbecause

otherthanatinydickheissupercool.Heisasoftie

andtoogentle...howdidyouthinkwegotclose?

(Amanekeptquietlookingather)wedidn'thavea

nastybreakupthat'swhywedon'thateeachother.I

don'tmindyouhavinghim becauseifeelcompletely

nothingforhim...Gapeiwouldn'twantyoutwotobe

miserableandwonderifyou'reoneanother'ssoul

matestherestofyourlifejustbecauseofanex.

Amane:Howcomeyoudidn'ttellmebefore?

Amanda:Itwasn'tabigdealtome,nnagakenasepe

totabutifyoudon'twantustodateeachother'sex's

it'sok,wecanbothdumpthem andmoveon.We

wererekindlingoursisterhoodafterall...Kekobe

BatsileotaaphuthaotswamogoDife?

Amanelookedatherwithalongface...

Amanda:Whatdowedo?Dowedumpthem orkeep

them?
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Amane:You'reputtingmeinadifficultposition.

Amanda:Youcangothinkaboutitandletmeknow,

I'lljusthearfrom you.IfyoudecidenowBatsileis

walkingoutthenyou'rewalkingoutofDife'shouse

too.Thatwaywecanhavealltheseboundariesand

livepeacefully.

Amane:I'llthinkaboutit..

Amanda:Ok,canigoin?

Amane:Yeah,I'lltalktoyouaftersometime

Amanda:Sure

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawayrubbingher

forehead.

AtOne'sHome....

MeanwhileOnewalkedinthehouseashersister

walkedinheruniform,shegotthebabyfrom herand

walkedawayasshesatdownhandinghermother
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themoney.

One:Fortheelectricity.

Her:Thanksmygirl

One:Afriendofmineinvitedmetothecattleposton

Sunday,iwaswonderingifyoucouldbabysit.

Her:I'llbegoingtochurchbutI'lljustgowithhim.I

killedhisfatherso-

One:Mamawhydoyoulikesayingthat?Anyparent

wouldhavereporteddefilement...Youdidtheright

thing.Itsunfortunatethathewasn'tbraveenoughto

faceit.Besidesyoudidn'tattackhim,uncledid..I'll

justnotgo,ithoughtthisSundayyouwon'tgosince

you'renotfeelingwell.

Hersisterwalkedincarryingthebaby..

Her:I'llbabysit,I'm notgoingtoschool..

One:Ok,I'm goingtobuymyuniform tomorrow.I've
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managedtosaveP300,

Her:Ibroughtyourevisionpapers.Heithetestyou

helpedmestudykeepasitsemmaandyouwere

rightaboutthatequation.

One:Youdidn'ttrustme..

Mother:Wegopasangwanakawhenyougetthis

secondchance.

One:KahakebakilengkatengI'llneverplaywith

school.

Mother:Youreallybrokemyheartbecauseyouwere

clever

One:Iwon'tdisappointyouagain.Theyearisabout

toendJanuaryI'llberedoingmyform 5,keyagoheta

katseditsididi.GaketsenakoUBgoneI'llbeworse,

beforeyouknowitI'llbealawyer...iwalkedpastthe

courtyesterdayjusttoseelawyersandgetthat

strength...Isawawomaninablackgownandiwas

yesesicanwearthisbetterthaneveryone..

Theyallcrackedlaughingasshesteppedoutand
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dialedBatsile....

AtDife'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmanelaidonthebedandloggedon

YouTubeforvideosthenDifewalkedinsmilingwith

atray...

Heplaceditnexttoherandkissedhercheekgetting

ontopofher...

Amane:DidyousleepwithAmanda?

DifebWedatedbriefly,isthatanissue?Idoubtshe'd

haveaproblem withit.Amandaokileampatela

ngwanaandwedatedbrieflybutididn'tlikethegirl

sowebrokeup.Shedoesn'tmind,werelatelike

brotherandsister.

Amane:Ididn'tknowthat..

Dife:So...Doesitmakeanydifference?
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Amane:Uh,no...Sotellmesomething,howdoyou

expectmetolivewithyouolemoody?Gakerate

mothoyoongalangnnakana,that'sverychildishof

youandyou'llturnmeoffwiththatkindofbehaviour.

Dife:I'm sorry,butiwasn'tsulking...Itwon'thappen

again...I'm sorry...Forgiveme..

Heputhishandstogetherandsmiledsincerelythen

heleanedoverandkissedher.

Dife:Caniapologiseinstyle?

Amane:(smiled)I'm listening..

Dife:Come,you'llsee...

Shesmiledashegrabbedherhandandwalkedout...
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandacollectedtheplatesandwalked

tothekitchenwhereshestoodbythesinkwashing.

Batsilewalkedbehindherandhuggedherbefore

kissingherneck...

Batsile:Thankyouforthemeal

Amanda:You'rewelcome

Batsile:Youdidn'ttellmewhatyouweretalking

aboutwithyoursister

Amanda:Justasistertalk,don'tworryaboutit

Batsile:Galelweakere?

Amanda:Notatall,don'tworryaboutit.Difeismyex

soit'seitherwedumpbothofyouorwecarryon...

Batsile:Ok,whydidyouleavearichguy?

Amanda:(laughed)Okgabilelaiteaka...
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Hesmiledandwalkedawayassheturnedaround

laughing...

Amanda:(laughed)I'm kidding,you'remorethanjust

that...

Heturnedaroundandlookedathersmiling,clearly

shehadmouthdiarrhoea...Neverreallythought

aboutanythingthatcomesoutofthatmouth...He

laughedandwalkedoverpickingherupputtingher

andplacingheroverthecounterthenhekissedher..

Hepulledouthertopandkissedherthenhepulled

outhisTshirtandunzippedhisjeansashisphone

rang.Hepausedandlookedatthephonethenhe

kissedherandleanedback.

Batsile:Hello?

One:(smiled)Hi,mysisterwillbabysitformeon

Sunday,arewestillgoon?

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Hesmiledandwalkedawayassheturnedaround

laughing...

Amanda:(laughed)I'm kidding,you'remorethanjust

that...

Heturnedaroundandlookedathersmiling,clearly

shehadmouthdiarrhoea...Neverreallythought

aboutanythingthatcomesoutofthatmouth...He

laughedandwalkedoverpickingherupputtingher

andplacingheroverthecounterthenhekissedher..

Hepulledouthertopandkissedherthenhepulled

outhisTshirtandunzippedhisjeansashisphone

rang.Hepausedandlookedatthephonethenhe
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kissedherandleanedback.

Batsile:Hello?

One:(smiled)Hi,mysisterwillbabysitformeon

Sunday,arewestillgoon?

Batsile:(clearedhisthroat)Yeah,I'llcallyouback.

One:Um...Ok

HecutthecallandputitdownasAmandaputher

armsoverhisshouldersstillsittingonthecounter.

Shebitherlowersmilinglookinginhiseyes...She

justhadawayofknowingalotfrom justlookingin

someone'seyes.Shewasn'tevensureititwas

naturalortheexperienceofdefendingpeoplewho

liealot.

Amanda:Wasthatmysister'spotentialreplacement?

Batsile:Iwouldn'tputitlikethat

Amanda:(smiledlookinginhiseyes)You'reabad
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liar,don'tprotectmyselfwithlies,hurtmewiththe

truth...I'llrespectyou.I'm openmindedandI'm

calculativethanemotional...wellnotallthetimebut

yougetmypoint.

Batsile:(sighedsmiling)OK,yeah...

Amanda:You'reveryquick

Batsile:What'sthepointofcryingforspilledmilk?

Shesmiledandleanedoverkissinghim...

Amanda:Iliketoputissuesonthetable,discussthe

termsandconditions...

Batsile:Canwedothatafterthis-

Heleanedoverkissingherandsweptherbuttover

pickingherfrom thecounter,hewalkedtothecouch

andputherdownthenhekissedherandkneltonthe

carpetpullingherpantiesoffwhileshelaidonthe

couch,hekissedherandwhiletearingthecondom
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andslidhishanddownrollingitover,hisbicep

twitchedasherolleditdownwithmorepowerand

kissedher...Hepulledheroverandturnedher

aroundasshegotheronherkneesandelbows

pinnedonthecouch...

Hespankedherbuttholdinghiscondom wrapped

dickthenheliftedherbuttand#Removed....

Attherestaurant...

Meanwhileawaitressplacedtheirfoodonthetable

andleft,DifebegunsaltinghisfoodwhileAmane

startedeating...

Dife:Somethingisbotheringyou...Whatisit?Isit

mebeingAmanda'sex?

Amane:(sighed)No...Idon'tknowwhymymoodis

solow.
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Dife:Doyounéedspace?Isometimesneedspace

whenican'tcontrolmyemotionssoI'llunderstandif

youneedspace.

Amane:It'snotthat,justthat...Howyoureactedat

myhouseshowedmethatwecomefrom different

backgrounds.

Dife:Justbecauseidon'tlikeroachesdoesn'tmean

ilookdownonyou,I'dreactthesamewayififound

them inmyhouse.Whileonthistopic...Iwas

thinkingweshouldmoveintogether,whatdoyou

think?

Amane:I'dagreeifwehadatleastdatedforamonth

butI'm stilllearningtherealyou.

Dife:Iunderstand,whataboutifipaidforyourrent6

monthsinadvance?Inaproperplace..

Amane:You'ddothat?

Dife:(smiled)Yeah...

Amane:Thankyou,I'dappreciateit...

Dife:Thereissomethingihavetotellyou.

Amane:Yes
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Dife:Iwearsnugcondoms

Amane:What'sthat?

Dife:Oneofthesmallestsizesincondom charts...

4inchtobespecific

Amanelookedinhiseyesandreachedacrossthe

tableholdinghishand...

Amane:Pleasuredoesn'tdependonthesize,I've

enjoyedmuffedandatongueisnotbig,I'veenjoyed

beingfingeredsohowcaninotenjoysomethingas

bigas4inch?

Dife:Myrelationshipsdon'tlastandiknowithasto

dowiththat,womenwillneveradmititbutwhen

theywakeupnexttoalittledicktheywillnever

comebackunlessyouhavemoneyandtheyjust

wanttouseyou.I'veboughtawomanacar,she

usedtodriveitwiththeguyshewascheatingonme

with...Ihelpedanotheronefinishher2bedroom

houseandsheleftmeafterthat.Iam afraidtobein
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arelationshipbecausethemorepeopleisleepwith

themorepeopleknowaboutmyproblem.Iam

afraidtohavesexbecauseidon'twanttolosethis

feelingrighthere...Takingawomanoutandfeeling

likeamanforamoment...ThistimeI'm tellingyou

wellinadvancesoidon'tgettoembarrassmyselfin

frontofyouthenyougotellyourfriends.My

condom sizeishardtofindandusingregular

condomshurtsmyego,everytimeitryitendsup

gettingleftinthereandwomenjusthatethat...I

ordermycondomsfrom Chinaandrightnowihave

none,theywillbeclearedsoon.Ithinkinthenext7

days...Butthemainissueis10cm isallihaveto

offeryouinbed.Akebogolejookabokgonangkana

jangbecauseth3lastthingineedistotrymybestto

makeyouhappythenyouturnaroundandcheaton

me.Canyouhandlemyego?

Amane:(smiled)Yeah..I'lltakecareofitaslongas

youpromisetomakemecum

Hesmiledandnoddedthentheybeguneating...
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmandaparkedatthegateand

deemedthelights,Batsilesteppedoutandwalked

aroundthecartohersidewhereheleanedinkissing

her...

Batsile:Goodnight..

Amanda:Goodnight...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaywhileshesmiled

lookingathim..

Amanda:Hey,

Heturnedaroundandlookedather..
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Amanda:Youhaveuntiltonighttomakeupyour

mindbetweenmeandthatgirl.

Batsile:(laughed)Whichgirl?

Amanda:Theonewhocalledearlier...Idon'tdolove

trianglesandyouwon'thandlemyreactionwheni

catchyoucheating.WhateveryourdecisionisI'll

understand,butmakeupyourmindandbehonest

withyourself.Don'ttrykeepingbothofus,idon't

playlikethat.Iam loyalsoiexpectthesamefrom

mypartner.Aretsenemorelationshiprelesingleif

wearedoingthis...IfyouwantherI'llrespectthat.

Goodnight.

Batsilelookedatherassherolledupthewindow

anddroveoffthenheturnedaroundandwalked

towardsthehousethoughtfully...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillbe

postedat11pm tonight.
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AtDife'sHouse...

Laterthatnight,theduosteppedoutofthecarand

walkedtowardsthehouseasAmanehookedher

arm overhis,heunlockedthedoorwiththeother

handandletherinthenhelockedupandturned

backtoherwithakiss...

Theystaggeredacrossthelivingroom ashetookoff

hisshoesandledhertothebedroom wherehesat

onthebed,shesatonhislapandkissedhim ashe

wentdown.Hesqueezedherbuttpullingherclose

ashishardonpokedher.Sheleanedbacksittingon

hisstomach...

Amane:Somanydidyouorder?
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Dife:Enoughtolastthewholeyear,thetaxishigh

butitsworthit.

Amane:True...

Shekissedhim astheirkissingdieddown...Ifonly

theyknewoneanother'sstatusesenoughfororal

sex.Heflippedheroverandgotontopofherasshe

smiledlookingathim...Apartofherhadhopehe

wouldn'tbethatbad,Batsilehurtherwhenhe

pusheddeeperandattimesshe'dliterallytrypulling

awaythoughhealwaysheldherstill.10cm wasn't

thatbadatall,wasit?Itprobablywasn'tespecially

whenitcomeswithsomuchmore...besidessexisn't

everything.

Dife:(smiled)Whatareyouthinking?

Amane:Nothing..

Dife:(kissedher)Let'sgowatchTV...

Theygotoffthebedandwalkedtothelivingroom....
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

MeanwhileBatsilebentoverandbrushedhisteethin

thebathofwater...Herinsedhimselfandputaway

thebrushthenhepickedhisphoneanddialedOne

whilecarryingthedirtywateroutwithabucket...

One:(sleepy)Hello?

Batsile:Hi,sorryforcallinglate.Iwaswithmy

brothers.Ididn'twanttoseem rude..

One:It'sok,iunderstand.

Batsile:HowisBrighton?

One:Heissleeping

Batsile:Lerobalalele2hela?

One:Ng

Batsile:Canicomeover?

One:(laughed)You'rejokingright?
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Batsile:I'm serious

One:Youcan'tcomeover.DoIreallyhavetoexplain

whyyoucan't?

Batsile:I'm notlookingforsexijustwanttospend

timewithyou.Goitisathenicomebacklaternyana

around5am

One:(laughed)barelaternyanaka5am....sekukuni

se...No,ireallyhopeyouwon'ttroublemeatthe

farm

Batsile:Iwon't,I'm agoodboy...(smiled)Goodnight

One:(smiled)Goodnight

Hehungupandgotridofthewaterthenhelocked

thedoorandswitchedoffthelightsbeforegettingin

bedwiththephonedialingAmanda.

Amanda:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,ithoughtaboutitandipreferyou...

Amanda:Oh....Howdidshetakeit?
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Batsile:Ihadnotsaidanythingtoher...

Amanda:Ok,letmestopaskingtoomanyquestions.

Gakebuethataakare?

Batsile:(laughed)It'snotabadthing..Atleasti

knowwhatyou'rethinking.

Amanda:Ok

Batsile:Iwantedtosaygoodnight..

Amanda:Goodnight

Hehungupandsighedlayingonhisback,he'dnever

beeninsuchasituationanditwasharderthanhe

thought...Itwastooearlytotellwhoamongstthem

wasmoreladythantheother.Oneisbeautifulbut

sheisyoungandwithachild...Surelyhe'dhavetobe

thereforthatlittleboywhichwasalotforsomeone

ofhisfinancialstatus.Hesmiledalittlethinking

aboutBrighton...hewasinnocentandtherewasno

babydaddydramabutthenAmandaisfierce,

financiallyindependentandoutspokenbutshewas

Amane'ssister...ThiswouldhurtAmane,asmuch
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ashewantedtorubthisonherfaceearlierthat

womanbroughtsomuchhopeinhislifeandmade

hisdaysbeautifulatthefarm.Didshedeserveto

watchhim sleepwithhersister?IfthisAmanda

thinggrowshowwouldherfamilyfeelabouthim

sleepingwiththeirdaughters...Butthenfuckit!One

wassweetthough...Hesmiledpicturingthatsmile

andhowshealwaystiedthetowelaroundher

bag...buyingheracarrierwouldreallymeanalotto

heranditdidn'tseem likeBrightonhadshoes,he

wasalwaysonsocks...Hewonderedhowmuch

babyshoescost.

Attheguesthouse...

Peter'swifepantedasBamegrabbedherneckfrom

behindpullinghercloserbendingherbackasher

buttstuckoutpinnedonhisD...

Her:Ohfuck!
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Heslippedoutandturnedheraroundthenhe

slappedherandgrabbedherthroatasshe

staggeredbackagainstthewall.Hepinnedherneck

tothewallandslippedhishandbetweenherlegs

flickingherthentherewasaknock...Hereleasedher

andwalkedtothewindowwherehepeakedout

betweenthefolds.Hisheartalmostdroppedashe

lookedatMrPeterstandingatthedoor...

Bame:(whispered)It'syourhusband!Whatthefuck!

Her:(jumpedandgrabbedatowel)What?Howdid

heknow?

Bame:Itoldyoutoswitchoffyourphonemaybehe

trackedit,fuck!

Peter:(knocking)Babe?Pleaseopenthedoorsowe

cantalk...Ithoughtweareoverthischildish

behaviour.

Hesighedandsteppedbackrubbinghishead...
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Peter:Ifyoudon'tI'm kickingthisdoordownandI'm

goingtoshootyou,andwhoeverisintherewith

you...itriedtobestrongforthesakeofourchildren

andmyreputationbutican'ttakethisanymore.

Openthedoorandmakemeunderstand.

MeanwhileinsideBame'sheartpoundedashe

jumpedintohispantsandzippedthem thenheput

onhisTshirtandpacedupanddown.

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheguesthouse....

Peterknockedonthedoorandsteppedback...

Peter:Iknowyou'reinthere.

Thewifeopenedthedoorandsteppedasideas

Bameshamefullysatonthebed.Hewalkedintothe

smellofcondomsandsexaulodorandlookedat

thisyoungman...Heoneheregardedasasonand

nowhereallywonderedaboutSimba...

Helookedatherastearsfilledhiseyesthenhe

walkedoutwithoutsayingaword.Hegotbackinthe

caranddroveoffashisphonerang...
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Peter:Hello?

Colleague:Pit,okae?Thebosseswerelookingfor

you?

Peter:I'm notfeelingwell

Colleague:Youdidn'tgetaleaveofabsencele

maabane,what'swrong?

Peter:(frownedtearfully)I'llcallyou...santsekebata

maidonthusangbana.Ourhelperisn'tshowingup,i

don'tknowwhy.Idon'twanttoleavethekidsalone

Hecutthecallandkeptdriving,hisfeelingsuphis

chestastearsrolleddownthenhepulledoverand

leanedoverthesteeringwheelcrying.Afterabouta

minuteheleanedbackandrubbedhistearsthenhe

keptdriving...

Attheguesthouse...
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MeanwhileBamegrabbedthecarkeysandwalked

outasshefollowedhim.

Her:Whatdowedo?

Bame:We?

Her:Whatdoesthatmean?

Bame:Idon'twanttrouble,hecouldhavelefttoget

agun...

Her:Ican'tgohomeafterthis

Bame:Idon'tknowwhereyou'llgo...Butdeletemy

number.Iam theonewhoisgoingtobeheld

accountablehere...Ihavetogo...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoffasshestoodnextto

hercar...

AtPeter'sHouse....
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Minuteslaterheunlockedthehouseandwalkedin

ashisoldestdaughterservedhersiblings..

Sheturnedaroundholdingaplateandlookedather

father,itlookedlikehewascryingbuthewouldn't

lookatherandhejustpassedtohisroom and

closedthedoor.

Shesteppedoutsidetocheckifhefoundhermother

buthejustgotoutofthecarandleftitrunning.She

steppedoutandswitchedofftheenginethenshe

lockedthecar,shelockedthemaindoorandheaded

toherparentsroom wheresheliftedherhandto

knockbutshepausedasherfatherblewhisnose,it

soundedlikehewascryingbutshewasn'tsure...

Her:(softly)Papa?

Peter:Thandietsamayakosittingroomung,keeta.

Her:Ketsene?
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Peter:No,I'm naked.Gotothelivingroom

Her:Nnakeatsena...(turnedthelock)I'm goingin..

MeanwhilePeterrubbedhiseyesdryandstoodup

lookingathisdaughterwithafakesmileandreddish

eyes...

Peter:(smiled)Hi,iseverythingOK?

Thandie:Whathappened?Youdon'tlookfine

Peter:IthinkI'm havinganallergyreaction.

Thandie:Youdon'thaveanallergy...Whathappened?

You'rescaringme

Peter:You'rejust12baby,youwouldn'tunderstand.

Thandie:Iunderstandalotofthings,I'm notdull..

Peter:Yourmotherandiaregoingthroughsome

problems

Thandie:Isshecheatingagain?

Peter:Whyareyousayingagain?
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Thandie:Dadiknowallyourfights,ijustkeepquiet.

Lasttimewhentherewasafamilymeetingiheard

things,andmycousinstalkaboutitbecausetheir

parentstalkaboutitsoiheareverything.I'm sorry

Heslowlysatontheedgeandsighed...

Thandie:Whydon'tyoubreakupwithher?

Peter:It'snotalwayseasywhenyoulovesomeone.

Thandie:Areyoumissingworkagain?

Peter:Ican'tleaveyouguysalone,I'm stilltryingto

findanotherhelper.LetmecallAmaneandfindout

what'sgoingon.

Thandie:Ok.

ShesteppedoutthenhedialedAmane...

Amane:Hello?
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Peter:Hi,themmakekopaontshalelelebanaat

leastthisweekuntilI'vefoundsomeone.I'm going

throughalotandmyjobisnowsuffering.Myshift

juststartedbutican'tleavethem aloneatnight.I'll

increasethesalaryifthat'swhatyou'reworried

about.

Amane:I'm veryfar,can'ticometomorrow?

Peter:Butihavetobeatwork.Canipickyouup?Ke

agokopannaka.Youknowmysituationmo

lwapeng.

Amane:Eerraiunderstand,I'llsendthedirections.

Peter:Thankyou

Hestoodupandwalkedout....

AtBame'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBamelockedthesittingroom door

andwalkedtothebedroom whilesomeonewas
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bathing..Hepausedandstoodbythebathroom..

Bame:Kanako?

Simba:It'sMufasa

Bame:Eishtherraiwascaughtwithyoursugar

mama?NowI'm scared,rhehusbandmightcome

hereandshootus..

Simbaopenedthedoorandlookedathim..

Simba:Soyoucamehere?Ihavemysoninthe

house,whatifheshootseverythingthatbreathesin

here?

Bame:I'm tellingyousoyoudon'topenthedoorifhe

comes.

Simba:Ican'tbelievethisidiot!

Bame:Hedidn'tsayanything,heisgoingtokillme

Simba:Ihopehekillsyouwhatmakesyousleep
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withelders?

Bame:(laughed)Wowreally?

Simba:(laughed)Iwasraped,thereisadifference..

Bame:ThenshetookadvantageofmecauseI'm

youngandidon'tknowwhatI'm doing...

Theylaughedashewalkedinthebedroom andtook

offhisTshirtwhileKanakowasstudyingbythe

table...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningBatsilecrackedlaughingtalkingto

hisbrothersonloudspeakerwhilehebrushedhis

hair...

Batsile:(laughed)Thenwhathappened?

Bame:Ijustranformylife,nowI'm afraidtogoout.
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Don'ttellBasimane,hewillkillmeifhefindsoutI'm

sleepingwithpeople'swives.

Batsile:ButifeelforPeter,heisasweetguy.Why

amochita?I'llneverunderstandwomen.

Bame:Shewantsroughsexbutshewon'ttellthe

guy.Mdalaojaaiketilegaatsegoremosadiwa

gagweoratasexthata.

Batsile:That'smyworstfear,havingawomanand

notknowingherkindofsex...Thekindofthingsthat

makehertickthenshedoesthem insecret.Kana

mosadiokgonagodirasideniggawomenontop

andclaim tobeshywithherhusband.Idon'twant

that...

Bame:That'swhyyoushouldtryeverythingona

womancauseyou'llneverknowuntilshecumsor

squirts...Onetimebegentle,seehowsheresponds,

thenberough,observeher,takeitinweirdplaces

andseehowshetakesit,tryfuckinghermouth,see

ifshecantakethat...Afterallthatyou'llknowwhat

sheprefers.

Batsile:Uh,retoojelwagoneha...BythewayI'm
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goingtothefarm tomorrow,todayketheogelahalf

daythenI'm freeonSunday.I'vefilledtheformstsa

buildingmaterialssoatruckwillbedeliveringthem.

Bame:Littlebrodiditellyouhowproudiam?I've

beenseeingyourpicturesonFacebookpeople

talkingaboutyoubeinggoodwithcustomerservice

andnowyourbossesjustrecognisedthatandhired

you.Iknowyou'llachieveyourdreams.

Batsile:Ihopeso...I'm goingwithOne

Bame:KanaOneomontewaitse,gaomolebao

iketilebonteboteng.Amporekebatanumberaya

gagwe.

Batsile:(laughed)That'syoursisterinlaw...

Bame:Aeno,notsecondhand.Findagirlwhois

freshwithoutachild...Enjoyfreshpussybeforeo

stepfathera.

Batsile:(laughed)Fortunatelyformenowomanisa

secondhand....Ijustdon'tbelievethereisakuku

esengmonate,gagonakikaegotwenggaeitsego

seta,boupijobomonatebodirwakemotsheleyoo

setang.Receivergankeennalebothata..
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Bame:I'vesleptaroundandmetdifferentones,you'll

tellmeoneday.

Batsile:Kukukekukuhelamr,ibileBasisays

motsetsiissweeter,kebatagotiisaBrighton

mokwataasimololegotsamaya

Bame:(laughed)Oclaimagonnamogolo..

Batsile:Ihaveason,ketaareng.

Amandacalled...

Batsile:Amandaiscalling

Bame:IlikeAmanda

Batsile:Amandaisloaded,I'm intimated...I'm telling

yousheisthetypethatslapsaguyandI'm soafraid

ofgirlsyouknowineverbeatgirls.Gaakampetsake

ipotsankareng.Amanenealeboigorekeratagore

wantshababutAmandaeish

Bame:Sheisjustalltalknoaction,womenwhotalk

toomuchcan'tfight...Theyjusttalkuntiltheyburst
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intotearscryinghelplessly.Giveherachance,don't

judgeherbasedonherjob...Onekeburden,sheis

beautifulbutachildistoomuch.

Batsile:Letmeanswerher..

Hepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Amanda:Hi,goodmorning..

Batsile:Goodmorningbabe,gettingreadyforcourt?

Amanda:I'm abouttogoinnow,golohaleneore

you'regoingtothefarm right?

Batsile:Yeahbutican'tcomewithyoucauseI'llbe

working.

Amanda:IunderstandlennaI'm planningtogosee

myfatherandaskforadviceaboutthelawfirm I'm

planningtoopenbutiwasthinkingyoushouldget

thecarinsteadofusingthebus...

Batsile:BabeAudiatthefarm?
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Amanda:(laughed)wedon'thaveachoicekana

whatdoyousuggest?Ijustthoughtitwouldmake

thingseasierforyou.

Batsile:Ireallyappreciateit,I'llcomegetit.

Amanda:Ok,haveaproductiveday.Ihaveaserious

caseherebutI'llhandleitjustfine.

Batsile:(smiled)Iknowyouwill,bye

HehungupandsighedthenhecalledBame...

Bame:Hello?

Batsile:Canyouteachmehowtodrive?Amanda

borrowedmehercar.

Bame:Audi?!

Batsile:Yes

Bame:Whydidn'tyoutellheryoudon'tknowhowto

driveandyoudon'thavealicence?

Batsile:Andlookstupid?Willyouteachmelater
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afterwork.I'm goinghalfdaytoday

Bame:Youcan'tlearntodrivesamedayabeotsaya

koloiyangwana.

Batsile:Areyougoingtoteachmeornot?

Bame:(sighed)Fine.

Batsile:Thanksbro.

Hecutthecallandleftthehouse.

Atthefootballgrounds...

LaterthatafternoonBamedroveacrossthefootball

fieldwhileKanakoincreasedthevolumeandturned

backtoSimba'ssonwhowaseatingmabudulawith

redlipsandfingertipsasheclearedhisthroatwith

tearyeyesfrom thechilies...

Kanako:(laughed)Otaabolawakechilis
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Him:(hissing)Chilis

Kanako:Sayketaaswakemabudula

Him:Budu..Budu

Kanako:(laughed)Mabudula.

Bame:Dilotsagamogoloo..Hewantstolearn

drivingtoday.Hebetternotwastemytimebecausei

havetogomakemoney.

Heparkedandsteppedout...

Bame:Gototheback,takethebabyout.Idon'ttrust

Batsiletogaathulakangwana.

KanakosteppedoutwithSimba'ssonandstood

underthetreewheretheyatechips.

MinuteslaterBatsilejoggedovertakingoffhis
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overallsandstoppednexttothecarwhileBamesat

inthepassengerseat.

Bame:Tsena!

Batsilegotinthedriversseatandclosedthedoor,

helookedattheconfusingdashboardandheldthe

steeringwheelwithbothhands..

Bame:Statakoloi!Statakoloi

Batsile:Waomanaanong?

Bame:Mycustomersarewaiting,kesiiwakemadi..I

toldyouthatyoucan'tlearntodayanddriveAudi

tomorrowbutyou'retellingmehowintelligentyou

are.Turnerkey!

Batsileturnedthedashboardonandwaitedlistening

butthecardidn'tstart.Bameglaredathim

intimidatinghim thenhepanickedandmovedthe
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gearstickbutitwouldn'tmove...

Batsile:Itwon'tgointoreverse

Bame:Etsenamogoreversejangeseon?Kanteo

semata?Statakoloi,turnthekey

Heleanedoverandpressedhisfingeronthekey

turningtheengineonthenheleanedbackandglared

athim.

Bame:Tsamaa

Batsile:CanyouatleastspeakEnglishbecause

you'renotmakingsense

Bame:Karego!Disdrive,osesoopalelwake

automatic?EvenSimba'ssoncandrive

Batsile:(angrily)Stoptreatingmelikeafool,you're

noteventeachingmeproperly

Bame:(angrily)You'restupid,putthegearondrive

andsteponthebreakstocontrolthemovement.
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Timaradio

BatsilemovedthegeartoRandsteppedonthe

acceleratorgoingbackwithfullforce..Bameturned

andpunchedhim...

Bame:Gatamabrickmonnayourshit!

Batsilesteppedonthebreaksandstoppedthecar

suddenlyastheirheadsshook.

Heturnedandlookedathisbigbrothershakingas

Bameglaredathim..

Batsile:Sorrythemr..

Bame:OtaanyelakanaBatman?Obatagothulaka

koloiyabatho!



Iam

Hesteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthemophane

treewherehegotalonggoodwhip...

Kanako:(Laughedcarryingthebaby)Chos!The

resultofnotgoingtoadrivingschoolwabetswa!

Batsile:(angrily)Wanyelawena?

Bame:Skaroganamokoloingyame...Startthecar

anddrive,ifyouactstupidI'm beatingyou.Kego

ralatsathupae.

Batsileslowlystartedthecarflinchingexpectingthe

whiptolandonhisheadasheputondrive.With

nothingexplainedindetail...Justbeingtoldtodrive

he...Heslowlymovedhisfootfrom thebreaksand

totheacceleratorcarefullyasBamewaitedwitha

stick...

Bame:Oisaserepa?Kgweetsakoloiotogelego

tsamayakazero..
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Batsile:Itwillrunifigofast

Bame:Karedrive!

Heslowlyincreasedthespeedanddroveoff...

*

*

*

*
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#32

Atthefootballgrounds...

Batsiledrovearoundthefootballfielduntilhewas

comfortable,heleanedbackandturnedthemusic

onthenheputhiselbowout...

Bame:Oiraengjaanong?ObafanabaduAltezza?

Putyourelbowbackinthecar!(pointedwiththe

stick)Gooverthereandpickthekids,skathulabana.

HedrovetowardsthetreeandstoppedthenKanako

gotinwiththebabyandclosedthedoor.

Kanako:(tothebaby)Anopaholdontomynecklace,

youmightbiteyourtonguewhenhebreaksorworse

flyoutthewindscreen.Learnersareaproblem..
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Batsile:Waswabawena...Wait...(turnedback)what

didyoucallhim?

Bame:(laughed)Anopa,nops!

Batsile:Whywouldyoucallachildthat?That'snot

funny..

Kanako:(crackedlaughing)It'snotme,it'shis

name...Soyoudon'tknowhisname?Simbadidn't

evenwantmetoknow...HewasinsistingonAn,i

askedhim whatAnmeansbutheignoredmesoon

yesterdayistumbledonhispassportandsawhis

fullname,iaskedhim andhelaughedaskingme

whyI'm searchinghim,hesaidheknewI'lltakeitthe

wrongwayandmakeitajoke...Apparentlyitmeans

'Godgives'somethinglikeGofamodimo

Bame:ThenhisnameisGofa,sayingAnopaiskind

ofweird

Batsile:Imaginehim atjuniorschool,he'llneverhear

theendofit.Kidscanbebullies

Bame:Areyemisterstatakoloi..
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Batsiletookadeepbreathandstartedthecarthen

heturnedaroundgoingintothefield..

Bame:Whereareyougoing?Yaskontereng..

Batsile:What?

Bame:Idon'thaveallday.Ihavetogomakemoney.

Hurryup,you'redrivingtothemall..

Batsile'sheartpoundedasheapproachedthemain

roadandwaited,abigtruckpassedbywhooping

them withhotair...

Bame:Soothercarsaresupposedtoguesswhere

you'regoing?Indicator!

Hetouchedthewipersandsprayedwateronthe

windscreen,Kanakosnortedandcoughedholdingin

hislaughterasBameglaredatBatsilewhoflinched

blockingwithhishandexpectingaknuckleknockon
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hisheadbutBamejuststaredathim.

Bame:Hankarengwanayootshwenngwaajaana,

whyareyoupunishingyourself?Youcan'tlearnand

drivetomorrow...Ithasneverhappened.

Kanako:Kanahewillnevergetachancetodrive

Audiagain.(toBatsile)Bigbroyou'retakingmewith

youtomorrowright?Imeanyoucan'ttakeOnewith

youbecauseit'sAmanda'scar...

Batsile:Wanthodiakeakgweetsa...

Bame:Hehasapoint,it'sabitungratefultogive

anothergirlarideonyourgirlfriend'scar.(lookedat

thefreespaceforhim tojointheroad)Kanteo

tsietswakeeng?Mothotsenamotseleng!

Carsstoppedforhim thenhejoinedthemainroad

anddrovebehindarangerover...

Bame:Ifyouhitthatcarjusthandtheownerarope

tohangyoubecauseyouwon'taffordtopayhim.
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Kanako:Nnankasia

Batsile:Shutupwena!

Heapproachedtheroundaboutandfollowedthecar

infrontofhim,hisheartpoundedsohardhecould

literallyfeelthevibrationsonhisTshirt,carsbehind

him blewhornsforhim todrivewhilehelookedat

theothercarspassing...

Bame:Don'tletstupidtaxidriversputyouinahurry

soyouhitotherpeople'scar.Takeyourtime,this

roadisyoursbecauseyou'reataxpayer..Aba

huhulebataareng.Skatshoswakehutara..

Batsilerelaxedwaitingforthecaronprioritytopass

thenhejoinedinanddroveintothetowncenter...he

turnedintotheparkinglotandlookedtheparallel

parkingthenheslowlyparkedandsighedinrelief.

Bamesmiledlookingathim,Kanakopathim onthe
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shoulder.

Kanako:Youdidit

Bame:Goodboy-(noticedhehasbeenindicatingall

along)Otaoindicatornaare?!You'restupid!

Batsile:Whateverman,iarrivedatmydestination.

Theysteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthefastfood

restaurant...

AtOne'shome...

LateronOne'ssisterstoodbehindherwhileshesat

ontheplasticchairholdingthemirrorlookingather

hair...

One:Youbraidedmesowell...Thanks

Her:You'rewelcome...don'tgetpregnantagain,i
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wantustogoenjoytertiarytogether.Idon'tlike

friendsbecausefriendsalwaysbetrayoneanother.

One:ThewayI'm afraidofhavingababyilong

startedtheinjectionthoughidon'tevenhavea

boyfriend.Callitparanoidbutican't.

Her:Yeah...SohowisBatsile?

One:Heisadecentguy,heisahardworkerandi

lovethatabouthim.

Her:Ok,hesoundsok...Ihaveaclassmateofthe

samesurname,Kanako.Heisverynaughtyand

thereisarumourgoingonthathesleepswithtemp

teachers.

One:(laughed)Ao?Wheredoeshegettheguts?

Her:Heisveryoutspoken,gapeoratagocharma

banyana.Okgonagooffaragosuthelateacher

boardarema'am todayyou'reverybeautifulletme

dothatforyou...Waitseteachertabeakgobega

marapo.

One:(laughed)Hesoundslikeamentalcase.
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Onestoodupandsmiledlookingatherstyle..

One:Nowineedtogofitmyclothesandseewhatto

wear,comehelpme...

Theystoodupandwalkedinthehouseasherphone

rang..

One:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,somethingcameupandican'tgo.How

aboutnextweek?

One:(lowvoice)Oh,OK.

Batsile:I'm sorry.

One:It'sOK,iunderstand.

Batsile:Canwegooutintheeveningtomorrow

instead?

One:(smiled)That'sstillfinewithme.

Batsile:Ok,bye
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One:Bye.

Shehungupandsigneddiscouraged....

AtAmanda'sHouse...

Batsileknocked,Amandaopenedthedoorinher

shortsandvestwhiletalkingtothephone.

Amanda:Iwasn'tgoingtosayanythingbutsince

youaskedme,sheisfine.SheisrecoveringbutI'm

stillnothappywiththewayyoubehaved.Idon't

knowAmanethatdeepbutibelieveher...Which

bringsmetomypoint...WhenibecomeamotherI'll

neverleaveyouwithmydaughter.<<>>It'snotabout

that,butyou'renotreallytheworld'sbestfather.

Thanksforthebusinessadvicethough...Bye

ShehungupandturnedasBatsilehuggedherand
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kissedher...

Batsile:Soundslikeyou'renotgoingtoseehim

anymore...Howaboutwegotogether?

Amanda:(smiled)Really?

Hesmiledthenshehuggedhim....

AtPeter'shouse...

LaterthateveningPeterandhischildrenplayedthe

boardgameoverthediningtable...

Thandie:Uhthesnakebitmesoislidedownitstail...

Brother:(laughed)YesI'm leading...

Themiddlechildthrewthediceandmovedwhile

Amanevacuumedthecouch,Peterstoodupand
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helpedherbypickingthepillows.

Amane:It'sok..

Peter:Justhelpingout...

TheycleanedthehousetogetherthenAmanepicked

thetrashbagandsteppedoutthroughthekitchen

backdoorwheresheliftedthebinlidandthrewthe

plasticinside.Shethoughtsheherdamuffledcry

andpausedlookingaround...Shelookedaroundthe

backyardbuttherewasnothingthenshenoticeda

ropearoundthetree.Shewalkedoverandasshe

approachedandlookedbehindthetreehermouth

dropped...

ShegaspedlookingatMrsPeternaked,tiedtothe

treeinthreeparts;theankles,herstomachand

uppertorso...

Amane:Heh!
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MrsPetershookherheadtryingtospeakthrough

thetapeoverhermouth.Thekitchendooropened

thenPeterranoverandturnedAmaneaway...

Peter:Pleasegoinside,don'tgetinvolvedinmarital

issues.

Amaneturnedandwalkedawayindisbelief,Peter

reachedfortheplasticbowlfloatinginthebucket,

hesplashedhernakedbodywithwaterasshe

shiveredwithgoosebumpsthenhedroppedthe

bowlinthebucketandrubbedhishandsoverhis

pants.

Peter:Goodnightmylove,I'm helpingyou.Ifyoudie

heretonightthenI'llmournyouandmoveonbut

whenyousurviveyou'llnevercheatonme.Thisis

justthebeginning,I'm cleansingyou.Goodnight.
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Hewalkedbackinthehouseasshetriedtoscream

butthattapeworkedlikeglue.Hesteppedinthe

houseandlockedthedoorthenthelightswentout.

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Yourbonushasbeen

scheduledfortomorrowonSaturday.

*

*
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#33

AtPeter'sHouse...

ThenextmorningAmaneknockedonPeter's

bedroom door..

Peter:Yes?

Sheopenedthedoorandslowlywalkedinwitha

longface...

Amane:Pleasegocheckonher...Idon'twanttobe

anaccomplicetomurder.

Peter:Sheislyingonthefloor,ididn'twantthe

childrentowakeupseeingheronthetree.
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ShemovedcloserandlookedoverthebedwhileMrs

Peterwaslyingonthecarpetwithnothingonher.

Shesteppedoverandpickedoneofthetowelsto

coverher..

Peter:Pleasegetout..

Amane:Iunderstandthatyou'reangrybutyou're

leavingmewithnochoicebuttocallthepolice.The

realpolicewhohelppeopleinsteadoftakingthelaw

intotheirhands.Whatyou'redoingtothismanis

wrong...Igrewupinacommunitywherewomen

wereabusedandineverlikedthat.I'vedoneenough

damagebylettingthisgoonforanightbutthisis

toomuch.Myconsciencewillnotletmetakeyour

side...Ifyou'renothappythendivorceherandfind

someoneelse.It'snotworthit...Evenforyou...

Peter:Youdon'tunderstandwhatshehasmademe

gothroughinthepast

Amane:Andyetyoudecidedtoletitgoonforyears.

Youcouldhaveleft...You'llgothroughworse
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becauseyou'llloseyourjobtoo,anddignity,and

yourchildren'srespect.Isthatwhatyouwant?(he

keptquiet)Letthiswomango..

Hegotoffthebedanduntiedherthenhepulledthe

tapeoffhermouth,shefrownedmassagingherlips

andstoodupwrappingherselfwiththetowel.

Her:I'm sorry...

Helookedatherthentearsfilledhiseyes,hestood

upandputonhisTshirt.

Peter:Idon'tknowwhattodowithyouanymore,I

trulyam notenough.I'm prayingforthestrengthto

leaveyoueventhoughistillloveyou.Ipromiseyou,

you'llneverfindanyonewholovesyouthewayI've

lovedyouforthepast15yearsofourlives.Ican't

believeyouturnedmeintoanabusivemanbutI'm

sorryformyactionslastnight...
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Hepickedhiscarkeysandwalkedout,shesaton

thebedandsighedrubbingherlips...

AtOne'sHouse...

MeanwhileOneputhersononthebedanddressed

him intoawarm romper,shesmiledlookingathim

andtickledhisstomachashecrackled...

Shesteppedtothemirrorandfixedherselfbefore

pickinguphersonandwalkingout...

One:I'm going..

Mama:Whereareyougoing?Ithoughtyourfarm

visitwaspostponed.

One:Itwas,I'm justbuyhim milk

Mama:(tookouthermoney)Here,bringmedrink.
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One:Ok

Shewalkedoutthegateandstoppedattheroad

waitingforataxi,shetookoutherumbrellaand

protectedhersonfrom theheat...

Acarpulledover,awindowrolleddownandtheman

drivingsmiled.

Him:Hi,let'sgo

One:(smiled)ThanksbutI'm fine.

Him:I'm justgivingyouaride

One:I'm waitingformybabydaddy

Him:Ok,bythewayI'm apoliceofficer.Iactually

stoppedbecauseI'm afatherof3kids..

One:Oh,..Ok..

ShenoticedhisBPSjacketinthebackthenshegot
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inandclosedthedoorputtinghersononherlap

thenhedroveoff..

AtDife'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAmanewalkedinthehouse

talkingtothephone...

Amane:Yes,shesaidicango...Iunderstand...She

saidshewantedtocookforyou...Eerra.Bye

Shehungupandwalkedinthebedroom smiling,her

smiledissolvedasshelookedtDife'slongface

gluedtothescreentyping.Hedidn'teventurnor

acknowledgeherpresence...

Amane:Babe?

Dife:I'm working.
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Shestoodtheresilentlylookingathim thenhe

pickedhiscarkeysandwalletfrom theotherside

andtossedthem onthebed.

Dife:Gobuyyourselfsomething.Usetheblackcard.

(shesighed)Skanthodiaplease,justgo.

Sheslowlypickedthewalletandwalkedout,asshe

walkedacrossthelivingshepausedthoughtfully

thenshesatonthecouchanddialedsomeone...

Amane:Hi,howareyou?....Ok,I'm goodtoo..Iwas

wondering..Howmuchwoulditcostforyoutoset

upanofficeinahouse?...Oh,isee..Andhowlong

doesittaketodothosepartitions?Ok,Isee...Yeah,

wellitsasurprisesowewilldiscusstomorrowbut

I'llsendyoupictures..Ok,bye

Shehungupandsighedleaningbackasshe
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switchedtheTVonandwatchedamovie.Forsome

reasontheideaofshoppingwasn'tthatexciting...

Batsilecrossedhismindandshesmiledlayingher

headonthecoucharm...Wonderedwhathewasup

to,hopefullyAmandawouldn'thurthim...Besides

thatflawhereallywasanice,heronlysweetex..The

guiltshehadbeenblockinggothersighingtwice

tryingtocalm down.Thatcateringbusinessmopped

upinhermindthenshestoodupandwalkedout....

Atthefarm...

Amandaparkedunderthetree,Batsileleanedover

andkissedher...

Batsile:I'llcheckonyouafter10minutes,letme

showtheseguyswheretodropthematerialandtalk

tothefenceguy.

Amanda:I'm comingwithyou..

Batsile:Thegrassistoolongthatside.Waithere.I



Iam

don'twantyoutogetsickorsomething..

Hekissedherandsteppedoutthenhewalkedaway

whileshewatchedhim.Shereachedaboveherhead

andtiedherhairintoaponytalethenshestepped

outinshortsandopenedtheboot.Sheputonher

jeansandtookoutthebootsthensheshovedared

capoverherheadandwalkedtowardsthem asthe

fencingmenarrivedinhorses..

Amanda:Hi

Man:Hello

Theygotdowntheirhorsesandsighedlooking

around...

Amanda:Canirideyourhorse?

Man:(reluctantlylookingathersmoothface,

makeupandnails)Aren'tyougoingtofall?
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Amanda:No,cani?

Man:Eish,Batmanwillbeangrywithmeifyoufall.

Amandawalkedtowardsthehorseandgentlyeased

itthenshesteppedupandsatproperly,shefixedher

capsmilingandracedtowardsthetruck.

MeanwhileBatsilepointedtheguysandturned

aroundasthehorseapproached,hisheartalmost

felloutasAmandaracedoverandstoppedinfront

ofhim..

Amanda:Heythere...

Batsile:Youknowhowtorideahorse?

Amanda:Myfatherhasafarm andhedidn'thave

sonssohejustputusinoverallsandmadeusdo

everything.Hesaystheonlydifferencebetweena

womanandmaniswhat'sinsidethe

underwear...andidiluteditbecauseinSetswanait

soundssohorrible,kemotholegoroganaene.I'm



Iam

surekeitsegogamagogoheta...

Batsilelookedatherindisbeliefandheldhiswaistin

disbelief...

Amanda:What?Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?

Batsile:(smiled)Comehere

Hereachedupandheldherasshegotdownand

sighedthenhehuggedherandkissedherholding

herwaist.

Batsile:I'm forjudgingyoutoosoon,youlooklike

citygirlsbadisuburb.

Amanda:Well,nnakefitsall...Ifyouleavemeinthe

farm keshapohela,kerwalarabakeyasedibeng,ke

tsenamonokengkeepatswiiabekethategako

molelong.Heekileabekegotsisiwamolelo...I'll

neverforgetmyfarm days..
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Batsile:Babeidon'tunderstand,yourfatherisa

doctor

Amanda:Notwhenheisatthefarm.

Batsile:(laughed)Iwouldhaveneverguessed

waitse...I'm stillshocked.

Amanda:Ithinkthiswillbegoodforanevent

garden...Youlandisbeautiful...

Batsile:Let'sgooverthere...

Heheldherhandastheywalkedacrossthegrass,

heturnedandlookedatherwithdisbeliefthenhe

chuckledandkeptgoing.Sheletgoofhim and

jumpedonhisbackashelaughedandheldher...

Hewalkedtotheriverbanksandputherdown,she

tookadeepbreathandsighedlookingattheriver

thenshelookedbackathisland...

Amanda:Ican'tbelieveyou'rerich...Thislandison
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theprimespot...It'sworthmorethanyoucan

imagine.You'reveryintelligentfordevelopingit

becausethat'swhereyourmoneyis.Youcanapply

forfundingfrom CEDAandjustopenaseriousthing..

Youdon'thavetouseyourmonthlysalary.Icanhelp

puttogetheryourapplication,it'salongprocessbut

nothingcomeseasy...Iswearyou'regoingtoberich

ifyou'repatient.Iknowsomanypeoplewhohave

benefitedfrom CEDA.

Batsile:Theywantsecurityandwhatwhat,baobone

bathusabanababosemangmang.Iam nobody

Amanda:That'snottrue,thereasonrichpeople's

childrenbenefitisbecausethey'retaughtpatience.

Ronapoorpeoplewewantquickthings,hagotwe

tisawaterrightraitsapabutothersarepatientba

tsenainanofficeyakowaterrights,hagotwesoil

reporttheysubmit...Don'tbethekindthatisafraid

togoinofficesasking...Waitseididn'tknowyou're

sorich...Thetimewewastedchattingaboutuseless

thingswecouldhavebeendraftingseriousthings...

Kanaifweapplyyoumustbereadytogofrom this

officetothatofficeandallthat.Moneydoesn't
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comeeasy,youmustsubmiteverythingrequested

byCEDAthenwewaitandcrossourfingers.You

havetobelieveinyourself...

Batsileturnedaroundandlookedathislandandfor

amomenthecouldseemorethanjustaland,now

hehadaseveralideasrunningthroughhishead.He

steppedoverandhuggedherfrom behindasthey

lookedatthetruckoffloading.Hekissedherneck

andsighedholdingherinhisarms.

Batsile:Thanksforcominghere...

Hekissedherandsighedstillholdingher.

SIXMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*
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#34

Atthemall...

Peterparkedthecarandremovedtheseatbeltas

OnesteppedoutinherMaunsenioruniform and

closedthedoor...

Peter:Aren'twegoingtogether?

Onelookedaroundthemall,allthesepeoplewould

definitelyfrownseeingherwithsomeoneolderthan

herownmother.Lookingathisfaceanddressing

confirmedittoo...WhowearsagolfTshirtwith

formalpantsandwearsabeanieatthistimeofthe

day...oldpeopleandtheirdressing

One:Iwasthinkingyoushouldjustgoandletmedo
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theshopping.Itakeforeverwhenibuyclothesfor

thebabybecauseicomparetheprices

Peter:Don'tworryabouttheprices,kegoboleletse

gorekeamogetsetodayakere?...itwillbefasterif

youshopthenidriveyouhomesoyouchangeyour

clothesthenwegoout...Ihaveaspecialsurprisefor

you...IwantustogotoChanoga..Youknowwhat's

happeningthereright?

One:Ialwaysseepicturesofcouplesthere..Butmy

sonisnotwell,I'm goingtotakehim tothehospital

afterthis.

Peterlookedatherforaminuteandsighed...

Peter:DoyoulovemeOne?

One:Yes

Peter:Howcomewehaveneverkissedandevery

timewehavetobealoneyoursongetssickoryou

havehomework?Themmaifyoudon'tlovemeiwill

understand...You'reyoungandsomeyounggirls
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don'tfeelolderguys.Iwon'tjudgeyou...I'vejust

walkedawayfrom anemotionallyabusivemarriage

somyfeelingsarestillsensitive.

One:Iwon'thurtyou....Butthismoneyisn'tenough

forthebabyandi.

Petertookouthiswalletandgaveher1Kmakingita

totalof3KthenhefixedtheP600leftinthewallet

andshoveditinhisbackpocket.

Peter:Isitenough?

One:Keengosatisehelagothemoo?Iwanttogo

buyschoolshoes.

Peter:It'sforThandie,shewantedtogobuy

toiletries.

One:Otammatelaakere?Oamogelabokaeelegore?

Ithoughtyou'reoneofthebossesorsomething,but

it'sOK.Iguessthisisenough.
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PeterhandedhertheP600thenshesmiledand

shoveditinheruniform pocket.

One:Thankyou

Peter:SoiguessI'llseeyouthiseveningaftertaking

yoursontothehospital?

One:Yes.

Peter:Ok,bye

Shelookedaroundaspeoplelookedatthem..

One:Bye

PeterreversedanddroveoffthenOnewalked

towardsPep.
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Atthehotel...

Amanesteppedoutofthekitchenandwalked

towardstheparkinglottakingoffherapron,shegot

inthecarandclosedthedoor.Shetriedstartingthe

carbuttheenginewouldn'tstartthenshedialed

Dife...

Dife:Hello?

Amane:Hi,mycarwon'tstartagain

Dife:Whatdidisayaboutbuyingasecondhandcar?

Amane:Icouldn'tspendsomuchmoneyonacar,i

neededmoneyformybusiness.

Dife:Butthey'restillnotenough?Didthebusiness

start?No,smartbuyingisbuyingsomethingdespite

itbeingexpensivebecausethenitwon'tneedextra

money.Youbuyacarfor25Kthenkeepfixingkama

5Klema4Kisworsethanifyoujustboughtacarfor

35K.Youdon'tlisten.I'm sureiebatterynow

becausewefixedtheengine...Gonejaanaidon't
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havemoneybecauseidependontendersandi

haven'toneanythingrightnow.Idon'twanttoask

moneyfrom myfatherbecauseiwanttobe

independentandbemyownman.

Amane:SuchalongstoryandallIsaidwasmycar

isn'trunning...Ohigetitkanawenayoudon'tknow

howtofixanythingandneedtohiresomeone.

Dife:I'm notamechanic,iwenttoschoolforlaw.

Amane:Fine,I'llseewhattodo.

Dife:I'm coming,juststaytherebutlewenayou

mustlearntorespectme.Everytimeiadviceyou

gaoreetse.

Amane:I'llwaitinthecarthen.

Dife:Doyouwhatimeant?Wabonagoreneke

buelamogoengkerebuyacarfor35kinsteadof

25K,gagonakoloiesharpya25K.I'veneverseena

perfectcarfor25K.

Amane:Difeihearyou,rightnowthereisnopointin

talkingaboutitbecauseialreadyboughtthecarand

mybusinessequipmentisleftwithonething,which
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I'llprobablyfixwithmymonthlysalary.Itsalearning

experience...Everythingcan'tgosmooth,ifyouwant

successtherearechallengesandthey'rewhat

separatesrichpeopleandpoorpeople...Iwon'tgive

up.

Dife:Ok,thereyougotme..That'sthespirit.I'llbe

rightthere.

Amane:Ok.

Shehungupandsighedlayingonherbackthenshe

thoughtaboutitforaminute,shegotoutofthecar

andopenedthebonnet,shetightenedtheloose

batteryterminalsthensheclosedandstartedthe

car...Itstartedthenshesmiledandcalledhim.

Dife:I'm gettinginthecar

Amane:Imanaged,theterminalswereloose

Dife:Ok

Amane:Canwefindtimetogetherasacoupleand

justrelax?Imissbeinglovedandgivenattention.
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Dife:Todayishectic..

Amane:Youreallyneedtopayattentiontome,I'm

losinginterestinthisrelationshipbecauseyoudon't

payattentiontome.You'realwaysbusyandwhen

youtalktomeit'saboutgivingmemoney.Youmay

thinkiwantmoneyonlybut...It'snotenough...I

neverthoughtI'dcomplainaboutattentionwhenI'm

givenmoneybut...IfitwaspossibleI'dtradeinthat

moneyforlove.I'm startingtofeellikeaprostitute

becauseyouneverpayattentiontomeortalktome

aboutthefuture,you'rebusyandwhenyouwantsex

it'sjustphaphathenyou'regoingbacktowork,no

cuddlingoranything...Gaaboranyana,iwant

attention.Lesexleyonewankonyarra...It'sgood

andiwantmoreofitbutyou'retoobusy

Dife:(sighedthoughtfully)Maybeyouhaveapoint,

letmesortoutsomethingandcallyouback.Howis

that?

Amane:(smiled)Ok

Dife:(smiled)babe?

Amane:Rra?
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Dife:Thanksforthatcomplaint,atleastiknow

wheretofix.Iloveitwhenyoucomplain

Amane:(blushing)Iloveyoutoo

Shehungupandreversed....

AtRiversideChaletsoffices....

Meanwhilethepropertyagentunlockedtheoffice

spaceasBatsilewalkedinandlookedaround...He

walkedacrosswhatwouldbeareceptionand

lookedoutthroughtheglasswall...

Agent:Gatweyou'reaCEDAbeneficiary?

Batsile:Yes,theyapprovedmeawhileback.

Agent:Mybrotherhasacontractioncompany,

maybehecangetatenderfrom you

Batsile:Wepostedanaddforthetender,wearestill
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receivingapplications.Tellhim tologintoour

website.

Agent:I'lldefinitelydothat.Whatdoyouthinkofthe

place?

Batsile:I'm signingthelease,it'sperfect..

Hisphonerangthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

One:Hi,Canyoutakemehome?Icametobuy

clothesforBright

Batsile:I'm kindofbusy

One:I'llwait,whereareyou?

Batsile:Inthemall,iwaslookingatsomeoffice

spaces

One:Ohok.I'llwaitintheparkinglot.

Batsile:I'llcallyouwhenI'm done

One:Bye
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Hehungupandtookseveralpicturesthenhetexted

Amanda.

Batsile:Heybabe,thisishowitlooks.Tellmewhat

youthink..Areyoureadyforthedate?

Hesentthemessageandcontinuedtalkingtothe

agent.

Atprivatehospital...

MeanwhileAmanda'sfatherstoodbythewindow

readingherbusinessservices...

Him:Youwon'tmakeit,howcanyouleaveastave

jobtoopenalawfirm?Howareyougoingtopay

youremployeeswhenyoudon'thaveclients?What's

wrongwithbeingemployed?
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Amanda:Iwanttobemyownboss...Ifeellikei

makemoremoneyformybossandigetpeanuts.

Him:You'retooambitious,iknowitoldyouyoucan

doanythingbutthisisabadidea.Startinga

businessyou'llbebrokethefirstyeartryingto

establishyourself.

Amanda:IknowpapabutI'm stilldoingit.Ifounda

rentalproperty.I'veservedmyresignation.

Him:Ican'tbelieveyou'redestroyingyourfuturelike

this,I'm verydisappointed.

Amanda:I'llmakeit,ifidon'tI'llapplyforajob

somewhereandstartafresh.Ifwedon'tmake

mistakesthenwewon'tlearnanything...I'm not

afraidtofailbecauseI'm notashamedtostartagain

afterfailing...

Him:AllthoseRobertKiyosakiquoteswon'tcomein

handywhenemployeeswanttheirsalarywhilethere

arenoclients.

Amanda:Godwillseemethrough,ifmenare

winninginthisindustrywhywouldifail?BecauseI'm

awoman?IfNonsieattorney'sdiditthenicandoit.
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(stoodup)Ithoughtyou'llsupportmebutthanks

Him:Thisisamistake...

Amanda:Ihavetogo..Haveagoodday.

Him:You'retooambitious,pleasegotowork.

Amanda:Haveagooddaypapa...

Shesighedandwalkedout...

Intheparkinglot...

BatsileapproachedtheAuditalkingtothethe

phone..

Batsile:Ican'tseeyou...Ohiseeyou(hewaved)

Shap

Hehungupandgotinthecarthenherolleddown

thewindows.Onesmiledandputlargeplasticsin
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thebackseatbeforegettinginthefrontseatand

pullingtheseatbelt..

One:Hi..

Batsile:Hi,am ievergonnaseeyourfarm?Whydoi

feellikeyousuddenlystoppedpushingforusto

meet?

Batsile:I'm justbusy,butifguyswantyouyoucan

givethem achance.

One:Nnakebatawena..

Batsilestartedthecarandlookedatthemirrorsas

anothercarpassedbehindhim.

MeanwhileAmandawalkedacrosstheparkinglot

andnoticedataxipassingontheotherside,she

wavedatitandhurriedbehindthecarsonthe

parkinglot.Acaralmostreversedonherasshe

steppedbackandnoticeditwasBatsileinhercar.
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Amanda:Hi...Ididn'tthinkyou'dfinishlookingatthe

officeapacessoquick...

Batsile'sheartalmoststoppedashelookedat

Amanda,Amandanoticedtheschoolgirlinthefront

seatandtheshoppingbagsinthebackseat.

Batsile:Um...Hey...

Amandaopenedthebackdoorandgotinmoving

thebigshoppingbagsontheotherseatthenshe

closedthedoor.Batsilelookedatheronthemirror

whileshesatintheback...

Amanda:Dumelang...

One:Hi...
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Oneturnedtheradioonandconnectedherphone

BluetooththensheplayedhermusicasBatsilefroze

holdingthesteeringwheel.

One:(lookedathim)Oemetsemongwe?

Amandaquietlylookedathim asheglancedather

ontherearmirror.

*

*

*

*

*
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#35

InsideAmanda'scar...

Batsile:OnethisisAmanda,sheismygirlfriendand

thisishercar(rubbedhisnose)BabethisisOne...

Sheusedtosellsoupandmagwinyaatwork.Re

twaelanegonekoo,nekerekakogoene.

Oneswallowedthegum shewaschewingand

lookedatherphoneasthemusicplayedthenshe

openedthedoorandsteppedouttogetintheback..

Amanda:It'sOK,youwerealreadytheremydear.

Tsenaretsamae.

Shegotbackinthecarandclosedthedoorthen

Batsilereversedanddroveout.Amandaleanedback
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takingoutherphoneandloggedonfacebook.

Oneglancedonthemirrorstealingglimpsesofher

whileshepressedherphonewithmanicurednails...

Batsilesloweddownatthetrafficlightsandstopped,

heheldthesteeringwheelwithonehandandslidhis

otherhandbehindtheseatreachingforAmanda's

foot,shelookedathim touchingherandcontinued

withherFacebook.Heunhookedthestrapofher

highheelanditfelldownthenhemassagedhersoft

footashedroveoutofthetrafficjam.

Minuteslaterhepulledonthetaxistopandsighed

stillholdingherfoot.

Onesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenshe

pickedherplasticsclumsily,anotherplasticfell

droppingthebaby'sclothesthenshepickedthem up

onebyonewhileAmandawasbusyonherphone.
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Sheclosedthedoorandsteppedback..

One:Gosiame

Batsile:Ok

ShewalkedawaythenBatsileadjustedthemirror

andtalkedtoherstaringatthemirror..

Batsile:Taonnekopele

Amanda:Kesiamegoneha

Shecarriedonpressingherphonewithaserious

facethenheturnedandcheckedthetrafficonthe

mirrorbeforejoininginandreachingbehindtheseat

touchingherfootwhiledriving...
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

Minuteslaterhestoppedatthegateandwaitedfor

hertogoopenthegateasusualbutshegotbusy

pressingherphone.Hesteppedoutandopenedthe

gatethenhedrovein.Heknewshewaspissed...No

doubtaboutthat...Sheprobablythoughthebought

thoseclothesbuthewasn'tsurehowtogoabout

clearingtheair.Fuck!

Hesteppedoutandopenedthedoorforherthen

shesteppedoutandgotinthehouse.Sheheadedto

thebedroom andchangedherformalwearinto

shortsandaTshirtthensheheadedtothekitchen

whereshestartedcooking...

Batsilesatontheedgeofthebedthinking...Hegot

upandwalkedinthekitchen..

Amanda:Porkorchicken?
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Batsile:Pork

Amandaopenedthefridgeandtookoutthemeat,he

hoppedupandKitchencounterandclearedhis

throatlookingatherassheplacedthepotsonthe

stove...

Batsile:I'm notsleepingwithher...(sheslicedthe

porkquietly)Ijustgaveheraride...Gapegaiseke

mmatenna,I'veneverreallytoldheriwanther..She

hasneverbeeninsidethecarbefore...(shelitthe

stoveandtookoutthevegetables)I'm notcheating...

Ididn'tbuythosethings.Imetherinthemall.I

wouldn'tcheatgabomatajalonotthatI'dcheatbut

yougetwhatimean...Babepleasetalktome

Amanda:(turned)KerengBatsile?Whatdoyouwant

metosay?

Batsile:Theguiltiseatingme,saysomething.

Shestartedchoppingthevegetablesthenshe



Iam

pausedlookingattheknifeinherhand.

Amanda:Getdownthecounter,iwanttotellyou

somethingbutineedyourattention.

Hesliddownandfixedhispantslookingatherthen

sheturnedaroundstillholdingtheknife,shegoton

herkneesandpulleddownhispants.Hisheart

skippedbuthedidn'twanttojumpandinfuriateher..

Batsile:(swallowed)Babewhatareyoudoing?

Hefrozelookingatherasshetookouthisdickand

putaknifeoverit.

Amanda:IjustwantedtoseewhereI'llcutthenext

timeicatchyouwithawomanbecauseionlyforgive

once.SecondtimeI'm cuttingoffthisdickakere

waitsegoreomonatesoodirakamakgakga
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knowingI'llprobablyneverfindsomethingassweet.

Shestoodupandpulleduphispantsthenshe

kissedhislipsandsmiled.

Amanda:Buttheniknowyou'resmartandyou'll

nevercheat.Solet'snotdwellmuchonthatgirl...

Mphaoliveoilmoorra.

Batsile:Iam paralysed...Youjustthreatenedmy

pricelesspossession.

Amanda:(laughed)Tisathemahura,akereneoja

musiclengwanyana.Mxm

Hehandedhertheoilthenhehuggedherfrom

behindandkissedher.

Batsile:Babethemmakanaificheattabeba

intebagantswe,tabekesaiponesobetteryoupray



Iam

formebecauseitwouldn'tbemyfault.Alotofguys

getprayedinsituationslikethat,weallknowwhena

mancheatsitsbecausesomeonebewitchedhim,

wearevictimswhenwecheat,theotherwomanis

toblame...

Amanda:(laughed)Nnatherrakeathalaoteodire

matlakalaao...Idon'thavetimetobearguingwith

otherwomen.I'lljustleave...ButifI'm waytoodeep

withmyheadI'drathercutyourdickandarguea

caseofreasonofinsanitywhichiknowicanwinifi

representmyself.Itseitheristoopthatloworijust

leave...Buthelaihopeyouwon'tdowhatyoudid

againbecauseI'm veryangry,justthaticanstill

managetolaughwhenI'm angrybutI'm nothappy.

KatswalesadirasepebutIknowthatgirlkeene

yoneobatagojolaleenaafterAmane.Ifyoucan't

getover,dumpmeandgettoher.

Batsile:Itwon'thappenagainipromise.Gonemme

kedirilephosokeaitse...(kissedhercheekandbite

herear)Gonemmeokankgaoladickhelasente?

Amanda:(laughed)Cheatobone,youdon'tgivea

womansuchagooddickandexpecthertobe
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normal...don'tbefooledbymebeingcalm now.I'm

actuallyverycrazy,I'm probablytheworstperson

you'llevermeet.Nnantsekepekagaleanongo

nlogeditse.Idon'twanttopretendI'm anangelke

taagosutisabathoskaitshwenyaoreodirabofebe.

Helaughedandrestedhischinoverherneckand

kissedhercheek...

AtDeeConstructionsPtyLtd..

ThenextmorningDifeparkedthecarnexttothe

propertymanagementcarandwalkedinthebuilding

holdinganewspaper.Hereadtheitwalkingupthe

stairsandintothereceptionwheretheproperty

officerwastalkingtohisreceptionist.

Dee:MrLouise

Him:Hi,iwaslookingforyou...
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TheyturnedandwalkedtowardsDife'soffice...

Him:Ijustwantedtoinform youthatthereisanew

companythatwillbeoccupyingthe2rdfloor.Its

Riversidepark.

Dife:Iwasjustreadingaboutthem onthe

newspaper,theywanttoconstructsome

amusementparkstructuresright?

Him:Yeah,iwaseventhinkingaboutyouguysand

howgoodyou're.Ibelievehisofficefurnitureis

arrivingthisafternoonsomaybeyoucantalk.The

directorisahumbleguy,hisnameisBatsile.

Dife:Alright,I'llgivehim acall.Ireallyneedatender,

it'sbeenalmostayearnowandidon'tknowwhatto

dowithmyemployees.I'm runningatalossnowle

rentiskillingmeslowly.

Him:Yeah,explainyourselftotheguy.Hewants

professionalism totaenegapeheisadvisedbyhis

womanwhoisalawyersoaslongasyoudothe
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rightthingthingswillbefine.

Dife:Sure,(sighedandshookhands)Nnyaame

thankyouforinformingusofthenewarrivals,we

willsurelywelcomethem properly.

Him:Sure.

Thepropertymanagementagentwalkedoutthenhe

walkedintheofficeandsatdown.Hetookouthis

phoneandsearchedfortheRiversidePark

informationandclickedonthedirectors...Itwas

solelyownedbyBatsileMotsumi...Thename

soundedfamiliarandhesearchedhim onFacebook.

Hisheartskippedashelookedatapictureof

Batsile...Theguyneverlookedbadevenasa

warehouseworkerbutnowindecentclothesand

properhaircut,hewasactuallylighterincomplexion

thanthelasttimehesawhim buthedidn'treally

postmuchofhislife.Justapictureandacover

pictureofhim drivingwithonehandandtheother

handoverasmooththighofawoman,itwasjust

herthighsshowingandhersliverhighheelswithher
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toespedicured.

HeclosedtheFacebooktagandburiedhisface

betweenhishandssighing,heknewheshouldn't

havebroughthisbrothersandcousinstothat...or

couldhaveatleaststoppedthefightbutthenthis

guywasabeasttakingallfourofthem likethat,and

nowhewaswondering...howwouldthingsbewhen

theymeet?WouldtheBatsilepunchhim infrontof

hisworkers...Butthenhealreadyknowswherehe

stayssoifBatsilereallywantedtofighthewould

havegonetohishouseandbeattheshitoutof

him...butapproachinghim woulddefinitelypisshim

off...Hesighedonelasttime.Thiswasatenderhe

wouldhavetoletgo...

Heputdownthephoneandsighedleaningback.

Therewasaknockonthedoor...

Dife:Yeah?
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Thedooropenedthenhisfatherwalkedinandput

hishandsinthepockets.Difestoodupand

respectfullyshowedhisfathertheseatbuthestood

bythewindowinsteadthenheslippedhisfingers

betweenthewindowfoldslookingoutsidebefore

turningbacktohim...

Him:Howlongareyougoingtokeepthisgoing?You

haven'twonanytenderinoverayear.Doyouthink

evenwomenwillstickaround?

Dife:Relationshipsarenotallaboutmoney.

Him:Yournextstatementwillbehowwomenare

golddiggersbecauseyouwon'taffordtokeepa

relationship...That'swhereyou'reheaded.A

relationshipneedsmoney,amanthatejaculates

needsmoneybecauseifyougetsomeonepregnant

theywillneedyourhelp.Ifyou'redatingawoman

whoisn'tworriedaboutyourfinancialstatusthen

youshouldbeworriedaboutthetypeofamother

shewillbe.Acarelessmotherifyouaskme...Unless
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youwanttobeliketheseweakassmenwhocan't

evenaffordtobuydiapersfortheirchildren,you

havetofindwaystomakemoney.

Dife:That'swhyI'veneverhadunprotectedsex,i

knowican'taffordtohaveababybecauseyou

stoppedmyallowance.Ihaveagirlfriendwhohasa

job,becauseofherjobsheisnotaburden.

Him:Burden?Whenlastdidyoutravelwithher?(he

keptquiet)thepointisawomanmighthaveajob

butyourmoneytastebetter,youhavetobuyher

things,notevenexpensivethingsbutthingsthatjust

makeherhappy.Infactafinanciallyindependent

womanappreciatesbeingspoiledbecauseshe

knowshowhardmoneyistofind...Unlikeyoosa

berekengatsayagoremadiabothogo.Don'trelax

justbecausegirlfriendyaberekakanaasagokope

madi...Gaakopebecausewatshaba.Everywoman

wantstobespoiled,Idon'tcarewhosayswhat,a

relationshipneedsmoney,sexandafewboundaries,

therestcanfollow.Okgonagothalelwagoreonna

olatoletseruriibilegaoreliable,simpleasthat...

Dife:(sighed)Isavedenoughmoneytosurvive,I'llbe
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OK.Ireallydon'twanttodiscussmycompanywith

youbecauseyoudon'twanttooffermeyour

connectionsjustsoicangetoffthegroundandinto

themarket.YouknoweverycompanyinMaunand

thewholecountry.

Him:Cometothefamilybusinessifitstootough

here,weneedtokeepthefamilylegacygoing.

Dife:Ididn'tgetthatlegacywhereineededitthe

most,allmybrothersgotitbutididn'tandidon't

evenknowifyou'remyfatherbecauseI'm nothalf

themanyou're...

Hisfatherpausedandlookedathim,itwaslike

lookingatthefacesofallthemenhetraumatised

duringhisday'swiththeuseofhisdickintheir

relationships.Thekindofprideheknewcomeswith

abiggerdickandyetherehewaslookingathisboy

sittingontheothersideoftheringcornerprobably

receivingpunchesfrom biggerboys...

Him:Sexisnotaboutsize,wediscussedthiswhen
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youstarteddating.

Dife:YouknowI'm verysmall,let'sberealistic.An

averageerectdickislike13cm andallmybrothers

batsamayakama20cm.

Him:You'rejustaverage,maybebelowaveragebut

you'redefinitelynotsmall,thereareguyswho

measuresmallerthanthat,10cm orayaoleerect

akere?

Dife:Yes,gagoseerectkestokinyanahela

Him:Butyou'renotsmallandifyousuckinbedit's

becauseyoujustsucknaturallyibilegorayagore

youneverlistenwhenwetalkaboutsexkolapeng

akerewenaothabiwakedithonggobuakasex.

Wagoitsejanggorebanyanabarataeng?Youdon't

needabigdicktomakeawomanenjoysex,iused

tolosegirlsbecauseiwastoobigandtheywere

scared.Everytimeagirlkissesmeandendsup

feelingmydicktheywouldblockmeafter.Iinjureda

lotofgirlsbecauseididn'tknowhowtouseit...it's

verysadknowthatyoutoreyourgirlfriendandshe

hastositonsaltywatertohelphealhercuts.Abig
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dickisn'tthatexcitingwhenyouhaveitbecause

evenifyouknowhowtouseityoudon'tenjoysex

sinceyouhavetobecarefulallthetime.You'renot

tiny,majorityofmenrangefrom 10cm to15cm

whenerectkanagorayagoreduringsexyoudoit

quicklysoyoucanputawayyourdickbecause

you'reashamed.Thatdickmustgostraightintoher

throatautwegoreetona...(Difelaughedlooking

away)Ifyoufeelyourdickissmallthenyouhaveto

beconfidentandgoanextramile....Stopfeeling

sorryforyourselfbecausethatdickain'tgoingno

wheresoyoubettermakepeacewithit...Itaught

youhowtohavesex,nnakananekehopholetsahela

gakegola...Ididn'thaveanyoneteachingme

anythingandididn'tknowhowtohavesex,ididn't

knowgirlsaresensitivesonekeralalabanaba

bathohelakediradamage,kebagolagatsakeba

gagola....AsafatherI'vedonemypart,ican'tgive

youself-esteem andanego...Thoseican'tgiveyou.

Womenjustwantamanwhotakescontroland

knowshowtousehisdick,knowpositionsforyour

sizerangethenyou'reset.Youcan'taffordtogive

badsexbecauseitmakesawomanloseallrespect
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foryou.I'm sureyou'reagoodpartnerthoughyou

getmoodybutgenerallyyou'reokcauseunlikebo

Junioryoudon'tsleeparound.Womenwanttobe

respected,spoiltandmostimportantlytheywantto

knowthatokaagalelwapa...Theyneedtoseethatif

shefallspregnantyou'llsupportthebaby.

Dife:Ok...IguessI'm notbadthenbecauseidohave

savings.Itsnotmuchbutgakebrokemogokalo.

Him:Sowhat'sthisgirl'sname?Amanda?

Dife:Amandadumpedme,thisoneisAmane.

Him:Letmeseeher

Hehandedhim thephone,thefatherlookedather

andhandedhim thephone.

Him:SheisOK..

Dife:Justok?YousaidAmandaishot

Him:(laughed)Thisonelooksmorereserved...She

givesmethehousewifevibe,sheprobablyknows
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howtocookandshewantskidssoyoucanrelax.

(laughed)Thesetypeswillprayforyouatnightso

youdon'tcheat,ifyoudoshewilltalktotheother

woman.

Dife:Sheischef

Him:Exactly,Amandagavemetheofficekindofgirl,

theoneyouwaitforyearstogetakidfrom her,ba

ithelabapreventaabebagoapesalecondom ba

tshabagoima...(theycrackedlaughing)I'm telling

you.Amandaisthetypetoslapyou,thetypethat's

sweetbutloseshermindwhenshegetsangry.Kind

oflikeyourmother...ButI'm notsayingyoushould

takeAmaneforgranted.ShelookslikeawomanI'd

marrybutidon'tknowhersotakeyourtime...

Dife:Ok...

Him:(sighed)Ifitevergetstoughherecomehome...

Cometothefamilybusiness...I'm waitingforyou.

Dife:Ok.

Him:Niceviewhere...

Dife:Thanks
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Hisfatherwalkedoutthenheleanedbackand

sighedlookingatthenewspapertenderadvert....

Intheparkinglot,Batsilepulledintotheparkinglot

talkingtothephoneandwalkedinthebuilding.

Batsile:Yeah,howfararethecars?KanaI'm about

tostartanditoldyouI'llneedthosecarstostart

working..

Voice:SiricrossedtheboarderthismorningsoI'll

beinMauntomorrowmorningbecausetrucksdon't

driveatnight,6pm I'llhavetoparkandsleepthrn

continuethenextmorning.

Batsile:Ok,Shap.

Voice:Shap,I'llbetheregonetotaiunderstand,ke

diegileattheboarderbutIpassedsoillbethere.

Batsile:Alrightbye
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Hehungupandranupthestairswhiletheinterior

designerandherassistantsetupthecompany

offices.

Batsile:Hi..

Her:Hi...

Heopenedhisofficeandwalkedintoacompleteset

up,theyhadevenprintedanoldpictureofhis

motherandframeditonthemall.Helookedatthe

window...Theonewithwindowfolds...Henever

thoughthe'deveruseawindowlikethat..Everylittle

detailmadeallthedifference,eventhefreshflowers

inavasebythewallshelfs.

Heslowlypulledhischairandsatdownlookingat

hiswhileofficeandclenchedhisJawsemotionally.

Therewasaknockonthedoor..

Batsile:Yeah?
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Difesteppedinandlookedathim asheapproached

thedesk,hestretchedouthishandforahandshake,

Batsileleanedoverandshookhishandwhilestill

sittingthenheleanedbackandrestedhisjawover

hisfist..

Batsile:Haveaseat...

Difeslowlypulledthechairandsatdownlookingat

him.

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment,bonuscomingup,

*

*

*
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#36

AtBatsile'sOffice...

Justwhenhewasabouttospeakasuddenstage

frightchokedthewordsbackinhisthroatandhe

swallowedcoughing.

Batsilelookedathim calmly,hewasn'tastrangerto

thefeeling.Hehadn'tfeltitsincehegotfinancial

assistancebuthecouldrelate...

Batsile:MybarfridgeisemptyI'dofferyouadrink

Dife:(smiled)It'sok,iunderstandyoujustmovedin...

Ijustwantedtocomebyandwelcomeyoutothe

block.

Batsile:Thanks,whatdoyoudoaroundhere?
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Dife:IownDeeConstructions,wesubmittedthe

tenderdocumentsthismorning.

Batsile:Oh,ok...Ididn'tknowthatit'syours.Alotof

peoplesuggestedDeebutididn'twanttousean

inexperiencedcompany.

Dife:Wedon'thavealotofexperienceasacompany

becauseweonlydid2projectsbutihired

experiencedworkerswithovertenyearsexperience.

Ifyougivemethisopportunityyouwon'tregretit...I

knowalotofcompaniesprobablysubmittedbutke

ekopahelapersonally.Ineedthis,myemployees

mightjustleavebecauseitsbeenayearkesabone

ditender.Youcanevendraftapaymentplanyagore

igetpaidonlyaftercompletingthework.I'm broke

andgothatatota...Iknowwehaveapastbutineed

you....Gapeinfairnessnnewarebetsasooituetse-

Batsile:(laughed)Wasimololaakere?(theyboth

laughed)youweregoingwellpleadingandthenyou

hadtomentionthat?OkaeJunior?

Dife:(laughed)HeisOKbuttheysaytheinjurywill

lastawhile,heisstillgoingfortherapy.
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Batsile:(hissmilestartedatthecorner)Letaanyela

kanalaitse?

Dife:(laughed)Emapelebeforeyoublameme,the

veryfirsttimewemetyouattackedmeandthose

puncheswerequietstrong...Ionlyscoredonepunch

andthenyouweretooheavyyoupinnedmedown..

Ompeditsemrandnnagakeitsegolwasowhen

youcalledithoughtwagolwagapecauseiwaswith

Amane,iknewyouwerepissedthat'swhyicalled

meswathaele.(smiled)Sorrylaiteakareshapo

akere?

Batsile:(smiledpointingathim)LetaanyelaDife

Dife:(smiledleaningback)Mphatenderamr.Ineed

themoney

Batsile:(laughed)Mmeaporeseinyelelasabo

Junior.Haatagoperekarewanyelatoday

cheeseboy!

Theycrackedlaughing....
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Dife:Malobawesawyoupullingintotheotherlineat

therobotsandhejustpretendedhedidn'tseeyoua

itobedisaphone.(laughed)Youoweusafairfight

Batsile:(laughed)Letaanyela

Dife:(laughed)Aeno,haelekagonyelare

nyedisitswehelamr,tisatender

Batsile:Akereabeletshabelamopepperspray,kana

ihave3brothersandralebatabanna.Weneedto

appointandmeet

Dire:Tisatenderretaadiraappointmentya

wrestlingafter..

Batsile:I'm goingtopickyourcompanygoreoreha

ore1abelenyelalothekafamily.I'm pickingyouso

icanbeyourboss,from todayI'm yoursir

Difestoodupandwalkedaroundthetableforahug..

Batsile:(laughed)Aenofotsekthemonna,kego

beiletrepe
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Dife:Emakadinao,ema..Standup

Batsile:(pushedhishandlaughing)Aenowa

nkolotamonna

Dife:OlelelaAmane?Soyouwantmygirlthatbad?

Batsile:(laughedpointingathim)Wasimolola?

Dife:Sorryee,emathemr...

Batsilestoodupshakinghishead,theyshookhands

andbumpedshoulderslaughing.Difewalkedtothe

window...

Dife:Youhaveabetterviewuphere...

Batsile:Yeah,it'sperfect...Ithoughtyou'realawyer

orsomethinglikethat

Batsile:Istudiedlawyesbutiloveconstruction,just

thatmyfatherhadspecificexpectationsforhissons.

Thepressurewastoomuchandididn'thavethe

ballstostandmyground.Ijustrecentlyhadthe

strengthtodowhatilove.
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Batsile:Ok,iunderstand.

Theguyswalkeddownthestairs,bothinformal

shirtsembroideredwiththecompanylogosandwell

ironedpantsandformalshoes...

Dife:So...Hardwarestoretoadirector?(theyboth

laughed)I'm stillshocked,you'reatruedefinitionof

don'tjudgeabookbyitscover.

Batsile:(laughed)Idon'tknowhowithappenedbutit

juststartedasadream...Ididn'tgofarwithschool.

Welostourmotheratayoungageandouruncle

tookustothefarm forfreelabour....butididn'tstop

dreaming.Itsjustbyluck,ifitwasn'tforCEDAI'd

probablybestillworkingatthehardwarestorebut

myfarm wouldbedevelopingbecauseiwasgoing

todoit,withorwithoutthefunding.

Dife:Uhmonnagorayagoreoambitioustota

waitse....Gorayagoremycompanywillmakeitone

day.
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Batsile:Foryouobviouslycauseyouhaveafamilyto

fallbackonbutihadnothing.Rightnowihavethis

moneyandistilldon'twanttouseit.I'vesufferedso

muchI'm afraidtowastemoney.I'llbedrivingthe

companycarkanakoloiyamosadiuntilicanbuya

carwithmyownsalarynotcompany.Myworstfear

ismisusingthemoneybeforethecompanyeven

startsrunning.

Dife:Uhmmeosiamemonna,gapekanaAmanda

wamotivatorgore.Shelikesbusinesses...Thisused

tobejustadream untilampotsanakonngwerele

kocourt...Ihadjustlostacaseandijustdidn'tgive

afuckbutclienteutulebothoko.Nnakesenasepe

hela,sheaskedmewhyI'm punishingmyself...

AskedmeifI'm achild,shegrilledmeandafterthati

thoughtaboutitthewholenightthenimadea

decisionthationlyliveonceandifmydream isto

seemyselfwearingthathelmetnotacourtgown

thenI'm goingforit.

Batsile:Inoticedthatabouther...(laughed)Mme

kananekemonyaditsekebonaalecleanthatalego

ratabokgarebekanamosadiwameoratagoitshasa
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makeupledinala.Ionlysawaslayqueenuntilshe

startedridingahorse,collectingwaterfrom theriver

andweedingatthegarden...Hatilengampalela

tengAmandakeadilantuyaronayamapako.Istill

havepicturesofherallmuddyandshedidthat

houseperfectly.Awholelawyertraditionally

plasteringwithmudandcowdung.Iwas

defeated...(theylaughed)ButonaseriousnoteI'm

willingtogiveyouachancebecausemorethan3

peoplerecommendedyouandIlookedatyourpast

workbutididn'tknowitwasyourcompany.Ihope

you'lldogood..

Difeopenedhisofficedoorandtheywalkedin

talking...

Dife:Iwon'tdisappoint,ineedthistogetbackin

business.

Batsile:Wewillseehowitgoes..
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Difereachedinthefridgeandtookoutscotchthen

hereachedfortwoglassesandplacedthem onthe

table,hecrackedtheicecubesintheglassesand

openedsparklingwaterbottleasBatsilewalkedover

andpickedhisglass.

Batsile:Wareobrokeobeilescotchintheofficene

monna?

Dife:(laughed)Istolethisfrom myfather'swine

celler,ifhefindsoutistoleithewillcastrateme.

Theylaughedashepouredintheirglassesandeach

pickedtheglassesforasip,thedooropenedand

theybothturnedlookingatthedoorholdingglasses.

Amanewalkedinandfrownedstandingatthedoor

holdingthedoorknob...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillfollow

at11pm tonight.
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#37

InsideDife'sOffice...

Amane'seyeslandedonBatsile'sbreastwherethe

companylogorestedthensheclosedthedoorand

walkedin.

Amane:Hello

Batsile:Hi

DifewalkedoverandhuggedherasBatsilesipped

hisscotchandheadedtothedoor...

Batsile:I'm keepingthisglass

Dife:(smiledholdingAmane'swaist)It'sastolen

glass,you'reapartnerincrime
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Batsile:I'lldenyit...Haveagoodday

Dife:Sure

BatsilewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenDifesat

onthedeskandsighedholdingAmane'swaistwhile

shestoodbetweenhislegs.

Amane:What'sgoingon?Ithoughtyouhatedeach

other

Dife:(laughed)Weneverhatedeachother,wejust

fought

Amane:Istilldon'tunderstand,didyoufundhim to

starthisbusiness?

Dife:No,hewasfundedbyCEDA.Hejusthiredme...

Ireallyneededthistogetbackinthemarket.Igot

thetendertoconstructhisstructures.

Amane:Wow,ok..Ididn'tknow

Dife:Wanttogocelebratethistender?
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Shenoddedsmilingandkissedhim...

Dife:Letmeenterthesedocumentsthenwego.

Amane:I'llwaitinthereception.

Dife:Sure

Shewalkedout.Meanwhileoutside,Simbapulled

intotheparkinglotandstoppedthecarastheboys

playedattheback.

Simba:Let'sgoguys.

Heopenedthedoorforthem,Kevinsteppedoutand

helpedAnopaout,Simbaclosedthedoorandlocked

beforewalkinginthebuildingastheboysranin

frontofhim intheiridenticaluniform.

Theboyswalkedupthestairsastheoldesthelped
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theyoungerone,hetookouthisphoneanddialed

Jalo.

Jalo:Babe

Simba:Hey...IpickedtheboysandI'm goingtothe

office.

Jalo:(smiledemotionally)Istillcan'tbelieveyougot

ajobandthepayisreallygood.

Simba:FunnyenoughIexpectedBatsiletohireme,

him andhisbrothershavethistightbondthati

foundmyselfin,heisthatkind.Whenhewinsthe

wholecrewwins..

Jalo:I'm happyforyou.

Simba:Doyouknowwhatmakesmehappy?

Jalo:No

Simba:ThefactthatyouofferedtopayforAnopa's

preschoolfeesjustbeforeigotthejob.Idon'tthink

thereisawomanouttherewhowoulddothatfora

stepchild...Istillaskmyselfifyou'rereal...Please

tellmeI'm notdreamingbecauseifiam idon'twant
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towakeup.

Jalo:(laughed)Iwasjusthelpingbecauseheis

alwaysdisturbingyouatthebarbershop,touching

dirtyhairorbeingcarriedbyKanakowhohashis

littlehustlenowthatheisdonewithhisfinalexams.

Simba:Yeahbut...Schoolfeesisexpensiveandmen

aresupposedtogivemoneyandtakecareofnotthe

otherwayaround.

Jalo:Youdosomuchforme...Eversinceyou

walkedintomylifeidon'tworryaboutalotofthings.

Therearesomanywaysoflovingawomanbesides

givinghermoney.

Simba:(smiled)KeakoratahMmaSimbarashe

Nyathi.

Jalo:(blushing)Ndinokudamudiwa

wangu...(laughed)stopmakingmedream therra...I

canimaginebeingcalledMrsJaloNyathi(they

laughed)Sendmepicturesofyouroffice.

Simba:I'llsenditbutithinktheinteriordesignersare

stillworkingonit,I'm notsureI'llseewhenI'm inside.

Theyaskedformyfamilypicturesyesterdaysoi
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don'tknowwhatthatmeans.I'm reallyexcited,I've

neverhadanofficebefore..

Jalo:Go,letmenotkeepyoufortoolong.

Simba:Bye..

Hehungupandheldtheboysineachofhisarmsas

hewalkedinhisofficewherethedesignerswere

hanginghisframedpictures..

Her:Wearenotdone

Simba:Takeyourtime..

HeturnedandheadedtoBatsile'sofficewherehe

waspluggingthenewcomputer..

Simba:HaveyousetyourscheduleonwhenI'llbe

teachingyouhowtousethecomputerandaccess

thecompanywebsite?
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Batsile:Notyet,manI'm sobusy.I'lldieoffatigue...

Simba:Butyouneedtoknowthecomputerway

deeper,imightbethecomputertechpersonbutyou

alsoneedtounderstandatleastthebasics.

Batsile:True..

Simbaleanedoverclickingontheadministrator

accountandenteredthepassword.

Simba:ButI'verealisedthatyoupracticallyteach

yourselfeverythingyouwanttoknow.It'shardto

believe6monthsyoudidn'tknowmuchabouta

computerbutnowyou'reediting,goingthrough

emailsandstuff.

Batsile:Kerutilwecomputerkewifey,kehagotweif

iknowhowtouseeverypartyaMicrosoftOfficeke

neelwaround,yeses..Kehankarekengwanawako

HarvardUniversity.Igoogledwhereididn't

understand..

Simba:(laughed)You'reafastlearner..(noticedthe
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companyshirt)Whendidyougetyourshirt?

Batsile:IwenttoNobleCustom Suitsearlierand

collectedmine,itfitsverywell.Theseguysreally

knowhowtodesign.

Simba:Theyreallyknowtheirthing.Ican'twaitto

collectminefirstthinginthemorning..

TheguysfacedthecomputerasSimbashowedhim

howtomanageawebsite.Therewasaknockonthe

doorwhilethekidsplayedonthecouch..

Batsile:Comein.

Amanewalkedin,Simbalookedatherand

straightenedhisbackstandinguptall..

Simba:Wewillfinishtomorrow

Batsile:Cool
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Hetookhisboysandleftclosingthedoorbehind

him thenAmanesighedandsmiledproudlyfolding

herarmslookingatBatsileinhiscustomisedformal

shirt.Hesmiledandshruggedhisshoulders

confused..

*

*

*

*

*
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#38

InsideBatsile'sOffice.

Batsile:(laughed)Wantshwabisakana,what'sup?

Amane:(smiled)Youdidit...I'm proudofyou.You

hadadream...Onethatseemedsoimpossibleat

somepointbutyoudidn'tgiveup.I'm proudofyou.

Batsile:(smiled)Thanks

Amane:Youlooktheparttoo...Youlooklikea

director...Ineverknewyoulooksogoodinformal

clothes.Yourcooperatecolorsareaperfectmatch...

Yourshirtisbeautiful.Thereceptionisnotcomplete

buttheinteriordesignersaredoingawonderfuljob...

Sheturnedandloookedaroundhisofficestopping

athismother'sframedpictureandsmiled

emotionally.Shepickedthebrothers'picturefrom
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thetableandsmiledlookingatthem.

Batsilestoodupandsighedwalkingoverthenshe

putdowntheframeandturnedlookingathim,itwas

thememoryofthefirsttimeshesawhim...Thatvery

firstmomentwhenhewasonthehorseattheriver,

theoverallshewaswearingandtheafrobutherehe

was....Tearsfilledhereyesandherlipstrembled...

Amane:Godisreallytherewaitse...IfeellikeI'm

dreaming.Ialwaysknewyou'dmakeitbecause

you'reintelligentbutididn'tthinkitwouldbeso

soon...

Shesmiledtearfullyandcarefullyrubbedhertears

withherfingeravoidinghermascara.

Batsileturnedbacktohischairandreachedinhis

blazerpocketforahandkerchief.Hewalkedoverto

herandhandedittohersmiling...
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Amane:(wipedhereyessniffling)Congratulations....

Tearsrolledasshewipedthem,Batsilewipedthe

bottom ofhereyesandhuggedherforaminute

beforelettinghergo.

Batsile:Thanks,ididn'texpectittocomesosoon

either...

Shesmiledtouchingthedesignofhisshirt.

Amane:Idon'tknowwhattosay...I'm happyforyou.

Batsile:Thanks,congratulationsonyourjob.Howis

itgoingwiththecateringbusiness?

Amane:Tendersaresohardtofind,iadvertiseon

Facebookbutbecauseihaven'tdoneanycateringi

don'thavepicturesofmyown.IuseInternet

picturesandpeopletendtothinkidon'tknowhowto
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doit.Peoplejustusepopularcateringcompanies.

Mymotherhadapartymalobaandiaskedherifi

coulddoitshesaidno.Apparentlyitriedtosleep

withherhusband,Amandatriedtotalktoherabout

itbutshewouldn'thaveit.

Batsile:I'llletyouknowwhenI'm abouttostart

operating.I'vemadeadealwithBasimanetosupply

mewithfishes,hiscompanywillbesupplyingme

withfishbutI'llbeservingfishforfreethefirst

month.Itsamarketingstrategytobringcustomers

onboard,perhapsyoucanbeourchefforthatwhole

monthandifthingsgowellyourcompanycanserve

ourcampingguests.

Amanestaredathim withoutaword...

Batsile:I'm notpromisinganything,whatican

promiseyounowisthemonthcontractyafish.Do

youknowhowtocooktswii?

Amane:Thereisnothingican'tcooksaour

traditionalfood.
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Batsile:I'lllookatthecostofaddingTswiiandlet

youknowbecauseonmymarketingbudgetihad

onlyaddedfishesI'llbebuyingfrom mybrother.

Amane:Idon'tknowwhattosay...Thankyou.

Batsile:Thanks...

Batsileturnedbackandopenedtheofficewindow

beforegoingbacktohisdesk...

Amane:Obulelaengjaanong?

Batsile:Just,

Amane:(laughed)Wafosa,you'retryingtomake

sureAmandadoesn'tgetsuspiciousifshewalksin

here.

Batsile:(laughed)Ijustliketoopenthedoor

Amane:Withtheaircon?WagoclapaAmanda?

Batsile:(Laughed)Idon'twanttotalkabouther.

Amane:(laughed)Fairenough,itwasjustajoke
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though..

Batsile:(laughed)Iknow,otherwisehowareyou?

Longtime..

Amane:I'm good...

Batsile:Odiralengngwana?Iknowyousaidyou

wantababy.

Amane:StillwatchingDife,ificantakesomeofhis

flawsthenI'lldoit.RightnowI'm notsure.Wenao

diraleng?

Batsile:(laughed)Nnakeagotsholelangwanako

lenyalong.Idon'twantstress.GaobonegoreBasile

Bamebadirisacondom,theydon'twantkidsso

gakebategoetellamybigbrotherspelekesaitse

gorewhyaretheybeingsowiseaboutit.Ifeellike

I'dhaveanidentityifmymotherwasmarried.

Difewalkedinandstoppedatthedoor...

Dife:Hey,thoughtyou'llbehere.I'm done.Let'sgo
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Amane:Ohok,cametocongratulatehim.

Batsile:(swunghischairaroundfacinghim)Shewas

justtellingmeshehasn'thadatenderinawhile.

AmanelookeddownasDifelookedather...

Batsile:I'm thinkingofputtinghercateringcompany

inplacebeforeistarttoservemealsformyguests.

Dife:Soundslikeagoodidea.

Batsile:Ithoughtso...

Amanda'shighheelsapproached,DifeandAmane

turnedlookingatherassheapproachedinnavyblue

slack,theslackandthebluecompanyshirtina

ladiescut.

Amanda:HeyDee

Dife:Hi...
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Amanda:(huggedAmane)Heybigsis

Amane:Hi

Shetookoffherblazerandturnedaroundholding

herwaistshowingBatsilehershirt...

Amanda:Ijustcollectedmyshirtfrom Noble

Custom Suits.Howdoilook?

Batsilesmiledimpressedandleanedoverkissing

her.

Batsile:Ifididn'tloveyouI'dputyouonthefront

deskbecausewow...Butthenican'taffordto

displayyoulikethattothetourists.

Theyalllaughed...
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Dife:Whodoesyouruniform?It'sbeautiful,

Batsile:NobleSuits,they'rethebest...Theyjustget

yourmeasurementsandyou'reset.

Dife:Itlooksnice,iloveit.Yagotshwanelagape

helaithinkBatsileyoudidgoodwithyourcorporate

colorsthemonna.Itlooksdignified.Ladiescute

smart...(toher)Youlookbeautiful

Amanda:Thanks

Batsile:(puthisarmsaroundAmandaandkissed

her)Ah-ehthemonna,youlookbeautifulwagagoha

nthabamopelongjaanagolonyanamogamethe

monna.

Theycrackedlaughing...

Dife:(laughed)Orayagorewatshoga?Gorayagore

kehothot

Batsile:(theyalllaughedandhepointedatDife)Wa

simololaakere?



Iam

Amanda:(laughed)Soyouwanttofight?

Batsile:(holdingher)Kemmetsebabe?

Amanda:(noddedlikeababy)Eemoitee

BatsilewentforDifeastheylaughedstaggering

back..

Amane:(laughed)Mxm Amandaobatagompolaela

monna?

Dife:(laughed)Mpuelelababekanaenearekeenea

ratiwangale1.Ibileomoclapemylove..

Theyalllaughedastheywalkedouteachholding

hands.Theystoppedatthetopofthestairswhere

BatsilewashuggingAmandafrom behindwhileDife

walkeddownthestairsholdingAmane...



Iam

Dife:Wearegoingtocelebratethetendermonna

autwa

Batsile:(laughed)Kooreican'tevenchangemymind.

Difeyou'reatruelawyer

Dife:Emotionalblackmail

Batsile:Bythewaywehavealittlecelebrationon

Saturday,it'snothingbig...Justfamilyandfriends.

Youshouldcome

Dife:KetshabaBame..

Batsile:(laughed)OtekaJuniorreyegohelelakgang

ele.Bannababuakatsedijangbogobekana.

Dife:(laughed)Juniorwillnever....You'llsendmethe

detailsright?

Batsile:Sure

Amane:Gosiame

Both:Bye

Batsileturnedaroundandpickedherupthenhe

walkedtotheofficeandclosedthedoor.
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Atthemall...

MeanwhileKanakoandacoupleofguysstoodby

holdingcameras..

Hespottedagirlcrossingtheroadfrom Shoprite

andliftedhiscamera.Hefocusedhislenseonher

faceandblurredthebackgroundbeforecapturing

herpicture.Nowherecognisedher...Shewashis

juniortheyearbeforeatMaunsenior.

Hetookdownthecameraandlookedatherpicture.

Hesmiledimpressedandtookseveralpicturesof

herasshewalkedunawarethenhewalkedoverto

her.

Kanako:Hi,comehavealook

Her:Keromilwe

Kanako:2seconds,it'syourpictures.
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Shesighedannoyedandstoppedthenheshowed

herthepictures,hermouthdroppedthenshesmiled

andgiggledscrollingthrough.

Her:Ehilooklikeacelebrity,ilikeitwhenmyhairis

flyinglikeso...Howmuchisit?

Kanako:P5

Shehandedhim thechangeshehad..

Her:It'sP9,canyoutakemore.

Kanako:Sure.

Shesteppedasideandsmiledposing,hetook

severalpicturesandshewalkedoverandlookedat

them.
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Kanako:Doyourecogniseme?

Her:No

Kanako:Kanakoismyname,youplaytennisright?I

wasdoingform 5lastyeargaobalaform 4.

Her:Ohok.Sohowdidyouperform,ijustheardover

theradiothattheresultsareout.

Kanako:(heartskipped)They'reout?

Her:(laughed)Yes,wenaobusywahustlerha.Di

dule

Kanako:Shit!Ihavetogobeforemybrotherscheck

forme,theyalreadyhavemycandidatenumber.

Heturnedandwavedatthetaxithenthegirl

followedhim holdingaplastic..

Her:Mypicturesthemoshimanyana..

Shegotintheothersideofthetaxigivinghim the
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phone..

Her:Mphadinepekebatagoiposta.

Hecopiedhernumberandtransferredthepictures

asthetaxitookoffwiththetwoofthem sittingin

thebackpointingatherpicturesfrom therestofthe

pictureshehadbeentakinginthemorning.Basi's

callcamethrough..

Kanako:Thismybrother...Kamodimokefeitse...

Thecallendedthem Bamecalledandhelookedat

thegirl..

Kanako:Theywillkillmeififailed.Theywere

sacrificingeverythingforme.
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Batsile'scallcamethroughaswellwhilehejust

lookedatituntilitended.Heloggedonthe

Examinationpageandreadtheinstructionsfor

gettingresultsthenhetextedasthegirllookedat

him laughing.

Her:Uhuneosabaleelegore?

Kanako:Pleasenotnow,I'm havingananxietyattack

Her:(laughedandgotthephone)Letmesee...I'lltell

youtheresultswhentheyreport.

Taxidriver:(laughedlookingathim onthemirror)

NowI'm curious,howmuchdidyouget?

Thephonereceivedhisexam resultsthenhe

coveredhismouthlookingatherasshereadthe

resultsandlookedathim...

Kanako:Letmesee...Mybrothersreallyneedmeto
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pass...Ihavetogotoauniversity,formeandfor

them.Theyraisedmetogether...Theystayedatthe

farm workingforfreejustsomyunclecouldsupport

me.Ififailtheywillbeheartbroken...Alltheyears

theystayedatthefarm basaitirelesepewillbefor

nothing.Ketseremangnemma?Tellme..

Sheturnedthephoneandshowedhim...

*

*

*

*

*
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#39

AtJalo'sHouse...

SimbafinishedcuttingKevin'shairandputhisson

onthechairwhileKevinstoodbylookingathimself

onthemirror...

Kevin:Ilooksmart...

Anopa:DaddyIwantlikeKevin

Simba:(laughed)OK...Staystill...

Kevin:(makingfacesonthemirror)Souncle?

Simba:Yeah?

Kevin:WhatisAnopaspeaking?Theotheroneican't

understandwhenhetalkstoyou.

Simba:(laughed)It'sactually2languages,hemixes.

It'sjustlikeSetswana,wespeakthoselanguages
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whereicomefrom.Theotherisfrom mymother's

sideandtheothermyfather's.

Kevin:Whatdoesmyfatherspeak?

Simba:Idon'tknow,idon'tknowyourfather

Kevin:Meneither,doihaveafather?

Simba:I'llaskmama

Kevin:Shewon'ttellyou

Simba:Why?

Kevin:Idon'tknow,shesaysishouldn'tasktoo

manyquestionsandshetellsmedifferentstories.

Simba:I'lltrytoaskher

Kevin:Canicallyoudaddytoo?

Simba:(smiled)Sureyoucandothat.

Kevin:(smiled)OK...

Hefinishedcuttinghim andtookthem tothe

bathroom wherehewashedtheirheadsandcleaned

uptheveranda.
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Simba:Goplayinside.

Theboysranintothehousethenhepickedhis

phoneandloggedonfacebook,hesmiledstaringat

theexam resultannouncementthenhedialed

Kanakobuttherewasnoanswerthenhedialed

Bame.

Bame:Hello?

Simba:(laughed)TellKanakotheresultsareout.

Bame:Thisidiotwon'tanswermyphone.Iforgothis

candidatenumberbutI'm callingBatsile.Wewillget

hisresults.

Simba:(laughed)OK.

Bame:(laughed)I'lltellyouwhenigettheresults,he

can'tdodgeus.

Simba:Shap.
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Hehungupandsighedgoingthroughthecompany

documents.HeemailedBatsileafewdocuments

andsenthim aWhatsApp.

Simba:Checkyouremail

Hereceivedacallandpicked..

Simba:Hello?

Malevoice:Hi,MynameisGivenMoyo,I'm

Perseverance'sbrother.Hesaysheoncegaveyou

accommodationwhenyouarrivedinBotswana.I

needyourhelp,ijustarrivedandidon'thave

accommodation,idon'tknowmywayaroundeither.

Simba:Whycan'tPerseveranceaccommodateyou?

Him:HewenttoSouthAfrica.

Simba:Doyouhavepapers?

Him:No.
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Simba:IfiaccommodateanillegalimmigrantI'llgo

tojailwithyou.Theywillrevokemydayshereand

neverallowmeinBotswanafor2years.Thelaw

hereistoostrictwithillegalimmigrantsandmy

womanisapoliceofficer.I'llbeputtingherintrouble.

Wehave2smallboys.

Him:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoucan'taccommodate

meforatleastaweek,I'm sureI'llhavefigureda

waytolive.Canyouhireme?

Simba:Ijustfoundajob,Idon'thavemoney.Myfirst

salarywillbeheremonthendnotnow.

Him:I'm justsittingatthemallandpolicecarsjust

keeppassingby,pleasehelpme.

Simba:Ishareaccommodationwithapoliceofficer,

ican'thelpyou.

Him:Bye

Thecallendedashesighedguiltstriken,thatlittle

excitementabouthisnewofficeturnedsour.

MinuteslateraSouthAfricannumbercame
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through...

Simba:Hello?

Him:It'sPerseverance,ijusttalkedtomyyoungest

brother.Simba?Ineverthoughtmybloodbrother

couldbehomelesswhenyou'reevendrivingaround

innicecarsstayinginabhchouse.

Simba:Nicecarsforwho?Thismywoman'scar,and

thisisnotabhchouseit'sapolice'squarters.I

haven'tstartedworking.Justgothiredandihaven't

evengottenmyfirstsalary.

Him:IknowyouhaveahouseSimba

Simba:Usedto,iusedtosharewithmyfriendand

hisbrotherbutnowhehashishouseandimovedin

herelastmonthsothatthewholefamilycanbond.

Him:Youhavetrulyusedme,somybrotherwillbe

homelesstonight?

Simba:Iwasoncehomelesstoo,thegoodthingis

it'ssafearoundhere.Crimesareverylow...Being

homelessisn'treallythatdangerous,iwasonce
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homelessevenwhenyoustillhadahouse.

Him:You'retheonewholeft

Simba:Becausepeople'spropertykeptappearing

withoutanexplanation,youdidn'ttellmewhereyou

gotthoselaptops,camerasandcellphones.That's

whyileft,idon'thaveaccommodation.

Him:Youusedme,wewillmeetone...you'llpayfor

usingme.Keeplivinglargewithyourgirlfriendand2

kidsinhousenumber22435.(Simbasighed)Keepit

up.Allheneedsis2daysbutallofasuddenyou

don'tunderstandthesituationandyouusetheword

illegalimmigrantforyourbrother?Yourcountry

man?...Justbecausenowyouhavealocalgirlfriend

andfeelyou'retoogoodtobeaZimbabwean.

Simba:SoI'm toogoodtobeaZimbabwean

becauseidon'thaveaccommodationoriwon'thelp

someonecommitacrime?Stoptryingtoguilttrap

meintothis.IfhehadpapersatleastI'dtalktomy

girlfriendaboutaccommodatinghim buthedoesn't

havepapersandthelasttimeihadaconversation

aboutjumpingtheboarderwithmygirlfriendshe
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askedmegobackandcomebackthroughthe

boarder.Sheisapoliceofficer,understandmy

situation.Ican'ttakepartinanycrimebecauseit

reflectsbadonher.

Him:Youtrulyusedme,igaveyoushelter,freefood

andwater,showedyouaroundMaunnowyoucan't

returnthefavour.

Simba:(sighed)I'llcallhim andhelphim.Pleasetalk

tohim aboutnotbreakingthelaw.Nostealingor

robbing.IfhemakesonemistakeI'm takinghim out.

Him:Hedoesn'tsteal

Simba:Isthereanythingabouthim ishouldknow?

Him:Nothingheisjustagoodguy.Heisthereto

makemoneyandfindpiecejobs.

Simba:I'lltalktomyfriendsohecanaccommodate

him

Him:Thanks

HehungupanddialedBame...
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Bame:Hello?

Simba:It'sme,mylittlebrotherNyashajustshowed

upwithouttellingmeheiscoming.Hedoesn'thave

paperscanyouaccommodatehim for2to3days

untilicansendhim back?

Bame:Sure,isheOK?Howdidhearrive?

Simba:Idon'tknow,wehaven'ttalkedthatmuch.I

justpanicked.

Bame:Ok,butihaveenoughmoneyforyoutosend

him backtomorrowmorning.Icanborrowyou

enoughtohelphim outwiththepassportthenyou

canpaymewhenyougetpaidmonthend.How

muchdoesheneedforthepasspor-

Simba:Beeman,listen...Don'tspendanythingon

him.I'm punishinghim sodon'tgivehim thekindof

welcomeyou'dnormallygivehim undernormal

circumstances.

Bame:(laughed)OhheisaKanakoinyourlife

Simba:(laughed)thanks.
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Heforcedalaughterandsighedrubbinghisheadas

hehungup...

InsideBame'scar....

MeanwhileKanakoadjustedtheseatandleaned

backlookingathisresultssmiling...

Bame:(laughed)thewayyou'reexcitedyoupassed

byamistake.

Kanako:(laughed)IthoughtI'llfailbecauseiwrote

myfinalsduringadifficulttime...

Bame:40pointsisn'tbad,youcouldhavedone

betterbut40pointsisgood...IlovetheAinmaths.

Kanako:Yeah..Sothisguykeenemang?

Bame:HisnameisNyasha.Rememberthebrother

thatSimbalikestalkingaboutwhogrewupwithhis

father'sfamily?

Kanako:Ok
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Bameslowedatthestop,Givenjumpedinthecar

withabackpackandclosedthedoor.

Bame:Yeah,keGiven?

Him:Yeah..

Bamedroveoffandnoticedanothertaxiflashing

him.Hestoppedonthesideoftheroadandstuck

hisheadastheotherdriverhandedhim P200note..

Him:Mphechenchihoo

Bamereachedinhisbackpockettakingoutarollof

notesasGivenwatchedhim.Hehandedtheother

taxidriverchangeanddroveoffasGivenlookedat

themileageandpetrolmeter...
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAmandacontinuedtypingwhile

Batsilenarratedhowhisunclegotthefarm..

Amanda:Wejusthavetohopehehasn'tsolditifhe

doesn'tlikepayingherdboys.

Batsile:Yeah,bythewaywehavetotakeoutAngel

cateringandputAmane'scompany...

Amandastoppedandlookedathim hetriedto

explainseeingshedidn'tclearlyapprovefrom

nothingbutthelookinhereyes.

Amanda:You'renotputtingAmane'scompanyand

forsomanyreasons,oneofthem issimplybecause

sheisanex,youdon'tmixbusinesswithpleasure.

No,nothesspeoplearenowtakingadvantageof

you.Whyarepeoplesuddenlybeingnicetoyoujust

becauseyouhavemoney?
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Batsile:Babeit'snotthat.

Amanda:LeeneDifeyoushouldn'thavegivenhim

thatcontractinthefirstplace,butyoucan'tgivea

tendertoeveryonewhocomescryingtoyou.These

peoplearetakingadvantageofyouandthey'rebeing

nicetoyouwhenitsuitsthem..Iam notbitterbuti

willnotletpeopleuseyou.Difehasafatherwhoisa

businessmogul...Hemusttakehisfatherheadon

orfindhiswayupandAmaneisachef..Shehasto

lowerherpricesadirespecialsjusttogetatleast

thefirst3customers.No,babeyoucan'trunthe

companywithaheart,youuseyourhead.Otherwise

you'regoingtofailbecauseadirectormustbe

carefulandthinkoutsidethebox.

Batsilelookedatherandrubbedhisface...

Batsile:Ialreadytoldthem I'llhelp.

Amanda:Iwillpersonallytellthem wealreadyhad

companiesdoingthatbutonlyifyoupermitcausei

don'twanttospeakoveryou.Whenwesubmitted



Iam

applicationskoCEDAyoualreadyhadquotations

andithinkit'sselfishtotryfindingsomeonewho

saystheycandoitatalessprice.Thosecompanies

aregoodandtheypromisedyouadiscount.

Batsile:BabekanaDifeonalesituation

Amanda:Eedroponeofthem,you'renothelping

bothofthem becausethenifthingsgowrongitwill

behardtosueAmane.Thisiswhyyoudon'tmix

businesswithpleasurecausetherearebadtimes

too.Astrangeryoucanevengivethem awritten

warningbutifitsmysisterthenhowwouldwe

handleit?Amanewassonotnecessaryespecially

becausewealreadyhavehiredchefstoservethe

guests.Youcan'tsaveeveryonebabe,you'renot

Jesus.It'snothingpersonalandilovemysisterne

butyou'remymanandidon'twantthetwoofyou

workingtogetherespeciallywhenshedumpedyou

forbeingbroke.You'renolongerbrokesowhat's

goingstoppinghernowfrom goingback?Shemight

notwantyoubutnnaillalwayshavethatlittle

questioninmyheadwhichwillmakethetwoofyou

uncomfortablecauseidon'twanttoaccuseyou.We
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haveahistorythatwecan'tignore,ican'trelatewith

Difeasifnothinghappenedandexpectyounotto

wonder..

Batsile:OK...Ok....Igetyourpoint.(sighed)Fuck!Ke

agomorayakerengtota?

Amanda:I'lltellherifyoudon'tmindakeregakemo

sebe,it'sonlyfairforhertoknowthetruth-thatiam

theonewhoputastoptoit.Ifsheisawomanshe

willunderstandandwewillmoveon.Shecanstill

makeitwithoutthehelpofanexshejustneeds

patience,that'sthekindofsuccessshewillbeproud

ofknowingshediditwithoutfavours.Shemustbe

patient....thesamepatienceyouhadwhenyouwere

broke.

Batsile:I'llcallher.

Hedialedher..

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,itsme.Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoassist
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you.There'sbeenafewchanges..

*

*

*

*

*
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#40

AtAmane'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmanestoppedchoppingvegetables

andputdownthephonethenhetookthephone

trappedbetweenhershoulderandear..

Amane:Whatchanges?

Batsile:Ijustrealisedthatihadalreadysignedthe

contractwiththatcateringcompany.

Amane:Doyouknowthatyou'reabadliar?

Somehowicantellwhenyou'renotbeinghonest.I

didn'twanttobeexciteduntilAmandahearsaboutit,

hadsheapprovedtheniwouldhavebeenhappy.

Batsile:Butit'snotlikethat.

Amane:Nonethelessiunderstand.It'sOK,I

understand.I'm justhappyyoumadeit.
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Batsile:Ok,goodnight

Amane:Goodnight.

Shehungupandsighedthoughtfully,clearlyshe

neededabetterstrategy...Abetterwayof

advertisinghercateringbusiness.Sheleaned

againstthecounterandtyped...

100
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ℎ
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.
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Shesearchedforherhomemadepicturesand

postedonherpagethensheputherphonedown

andtookouthercocktailglasses.

Shesetuptwoglassesandmixedthecocktailsthen

shetookpictureswithaP1coinbetweenthe

colorfuldrinks.Shetypedapost...
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Shepostedandcarriedonchoppingthenshe

pausedanddialedAmanda.

Amanda:Hello?

Amane:Hey..IjusttalkedtoBatsile,galemmogo

akere?Iwanttotalktoyou.

Amanda:Heisinthebathroom.

Amane:Youweren'tcomfortablewithhim helping

meright?

Amanda:Notatall.

Amane:Ifigured,butiwantyoutoknowthati

understandyourconcernsgapeit'snaturaltofeel

thatway.Wewouldbepretendingifweactlikewe

wouldn'thavedoubtsandthingslikethat.Gakea

ngalaautwa?
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Amanda:PhewthankGod,ithoughtwewillhave

beef.KesetsekereuhkanaBatsileisnowloaded

andblabla

Amane:I'm withDifenow,theproblem withsisters

sharingmenkegoreevenlekabatagobaakanya

dilothingswouldneverbethesamewithme

knowinghesleptwithyou.WithDifeitfeels

different...Ifeelifit'sthepastitsnotbad.

Amanda:EishI'm sorelieved...

Amane:(laughed)it'sOK,nnaka.Aslongaswe

communicatewecanfindourwayaroundthis.

Amanda:Yeah..

Amane:Ohandiwantedyoutohavealookatmy

postonthepageandtellmeifit'slegal.Itsjusta

promotion,idon'twanttogetintroublewiththelaw.

Amanda:I'lldothatandgiveyoufeedback.

Amane:(smiled)Bye

Shehungupandcarriedon...
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AtBame'sHouse....

ThenextmorningBamesteppedoutapplyingbody

lotiononhisface,heopenedthedooranditwas

unlocked...Whichwasunusual..Hesteppedoutside

andthecarwasgone...

Bame:Mm?

HeturnedbackinthehouseandlookedinNyasha's

andhewasgone.Kanakosteppedoutofthe

bathroom holdingatoothbrushandfrowned..

Kanako:What?

Bame:Thatguyisgone,andthecartoo...Thisianot

mycar.Ifitsstolenthey'regoingtomakemepayfor

it?Mphephonekelletsepolice...
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Bame'sheartpoundedaswalkedoutsideandstood

atthedoorindisbeliefdialingthepolice...

*

*

*

*

*
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#41

AtBame'sHouse...

HehungupanddialedSimba...

Simba:Hello?

Bame:Yourbrothertookmycar!Tellhim tobringit

backrightnow,thatcarisnotmine,I'veonlypaid

halfofitsofarandithewrecksitiloseallthe

moneyiputintoit.

Simba:What?Whendidthishappen?

Bame:Justwokeupnowandfoundhim gone,his

phoneisnotgoingthrough.

Simba:Whathaveidone?!Kanathatguyhasemy

brother,brotherimeantlikesomeonewhocomes

from whereicomefrom...HisnameisGivenMoyo
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Bame:ButyousaidNyashalastnightandheplayed

along.

Simba:Iknewifitwasastrangeryouwouldn'tagree

buthisbrotheristhatguywhohousedmewheni

firstarrived.

Bame:Themanyouspecificallytoldmeyou

distancedyourselffrom becauseyouhadreasonto

believehewasathief?

Simba:Heguilttrappedmeintothisandtoldmeit

willbejustfor2days.Ididn'tthink2dayswoulddo

anyharm.

Bame:Eeotataothalosetsamapodiseeebecausei

can'tplayyourgameSimba,wrarefriendsyou're

supposedtotrustme.Thefactthatyouhidthisfrom

memakesmedoubtourfriendship...Howdoyoulet

mesleepandrelaxwithathief?Someoneyoudidn't

wantnearyourchildren?Mylittlebrotherishereand

youputhim indangerlikethat...whatifwecaught

him stealingandkilledhim causeI'm thetypeto

beatathieftodeath,doyouseehowyou're

destroyingmylife?
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Simba:Ijustdidn'tthinkthisguywouldsteal

knowingwearehisonlywayherebutpleasedon't

involvethepolicebecauseitwillaffectme.The

policemightthinkiplayedarolebutididn'tknow

he'dsteal

Bame:Idon'tthinkyoucanstealSimbabutyouwere

careless,whereourfriendshipwasneededthemost

youdidn'tuseit...Howcanyouletmeputathiefin

here?Really?

Simba:I'm comingover,ican'tfreelytalk.Idon't

wantJalotoknowimadeamistakelikethis.I'm

comingsowecantrytofinditbecausehecan'tgo

farwithit.ToleaveMaunhe'llneedtopassthrough

maingatesbuthedoesn'thavepaperssoobviously

hestoleitsohecanliveinitjustaroundMaunor

surroundingareas.

Bame:Ithaganelemrreyegobatakoloieobecausei

can'tmakeyoupayforthat,wehavetofinditandas

soonaswegetitwanyela.I'm notgoingtoletthis

slide...Wewillgotothecompanyandtalktothem,

maybetheirtaxishavetrackingdevicesbecausei

knowtheircabsaretracked.
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Simba:Eishthatwouldbebetter,kaetanownow.

Bame:(sighed)Wenamonna,goneanawhatdoitell

thepolice?

Simba:Tellthem you'llsolveitasafamily.Please,if

wedon'tfinditI'llpayforit.Mysalaryisenoughfor

metogetaloanandpayforyourcar.

Bame:Juststopbeggingmeandcomeheresowe

findthedamncar.WatenaSimba,lasttimeyougot

rapedaloneanddidn'ttellmesoicanatleastget

rapedonyourbehalftohelpyouandnowthis?Nxla!

Simba:I'm coming

HehungupandsighedcallingBatsile...

AtPeter'sHouse...

PeterparkedthecarandsighedturningtoOne..
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Peter:Thisismyhouse...Iboughtitlastmonth,i

didn'twantmyoldhousebecausethathouseisfull

ofmemoriesthatijustwantedtoputbehindme.

Onelookedaroundtheyardandbacktohim,itwas

stillhardtobelieveshewasabouttobreakhisheart

again,sheopenedhermouthtoenditbutheleaned

overandkissedher.

Peter:Come...

Hegotoutofthecarashischildrensteppedoutof

thehouse,Oneopenedthebackdoorandtookout

hersonthensheputhim down.Thechildrenraced

towardshersonashegiggledlikeheknewthem.

Thandie:Keitsholeletsannanapele!

Brother:Letmeholdhim

Youngest:(crying)Iwantthebaby!
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Onepausedandlookedatthem astheyexchanged

herson,hersongiggledandlaughedasthechildren

walkedaroundtheyard.

Peter:Guys?Galeadumedisa{Youdidn'tsayhello}

Thechildrenwalkedbackandgreetedher..

One:Howareyou?

Thandie:I'm fine

One:Heyprotectorofthefamily,howareyou?

Brother:(laughed)I'm good..

ShegroanedliftingPeter'syoungestandlaughed

lookingather,sheactuallyhadhisfather'seyes...

One:You'rebeautiful..
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Her:You'rebeautifultoo

TheyalllaughedasPetergrabbedOne'shand..

Peter:Don'tgooutthescreenwallplease.

Thandie:Ok..

TheywalkedtowardstheplaygroundwhilePeterand

Onewalkedinthehouse.

Peter:Iknowyou'rehungrybutididn'tcook,Thandie

burnedthepotsyesterdaysoitoldhertostop

cookingforawhileoapayamotogohela.I'm yetto

findahelper.I'llgetyouadrinkthenwecan

Onelookedathim admiringlyandsighed

thoughtfully...
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One:Howabouticook?

Peter:(smiledsurprised)Really?

One:Yeah,what'stheuseofgoingouttoeatwhen

thechildrenwon'teat?Banababatadijohelasente.

Peter:Thekitchenisthisway...

Theywalkedinthekitchenwheretheybegun

cooking...

One:Yourkidsareadorable,you'reagoodfather,it

explainswhyBrightlikesyou.

Peter:Itry...

One:Mphaseshabokekgaolele

Hetookoutthemeakandhandedherinaplatethen

theywashedtheirhands.

One:Tshwara..
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Heheldthemeatontheothersidewhileshesliced.

Peter:Isitenough?

One:Yeah...Kopawegontshaborokgwejoboformal

andneverwearitwithaTshirt..Goputonjeans,

shortsorsweatpantssengwehelasese

simplenyanabecausethistypeofTshirtiscasual.

Peter:(laughed)OK..

Hekissedhercheekandwalkedoutwhileshe

smiledblushingandcontinuedchopping.Minutes

laterPeterwalkedinwithaTshirtandsweatpants

withflip-flops...

One:(smiled)Eishkanteosexyjaanagrandpabae

Helaughedandhuggedherbeforekissingheras

sheputherarmsoverhisshouldersandstretched
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upkissinghim.

Atthetaxicompany...

LaterthatafternoonSimbaandtheMotsumi

brothersstoodbythescreenasthecompany

employeepointedatthemonitor.

Him:That'syourtaxioverhere,youcancallthe

police

Bame:No,nopolice.I'm goingtogetmycar

Batsile:Justletthepolicehandleit

Kanako:Forthewhy?(loweredhisvoice)Andget

Simbaintroublewithhisgirlfriendgotweheisdoing

shadydeals?

Batsile:Shutupwena!You'restillachild,passing

doesn'tgiveyoutherighttogettooinvolved.

Kanako:Kanaibileihaveagirlfriend.Kemmoneko

spaneng..Eish
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Simba:Let'sgobeforehemoves.

Him:Soyou'renotcontactingthepolice?

Bame:No,wearegoingtogetthecarandhavea

nicelittlechatwithhim.ThanksTumi

Theguyswalkedoutofthebuildingandgotinthe

carbeforedrivingoff..

*

*

*

*

*
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Batsiledroveslowlyaseachoftheguyslookedout

thewindowsearchingforthecar...

Batsile:Thisiswhyweshouldhavecalledthepolice.

Atrackeristoogeneral.

Bame:Wewillfindit,weknowitsthissideofthe

airport.That'sgoodenough..

Kanako:Besidesacaristoobigtohide..Wejust

havetobepatient...

Batsiledroveslowlyalongthedirtroadapproaching

thebush...

Kanako:Stop!
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Batsilestoppednexttoasmallturn,Kanakoand

Bamestormedoutofthecarandranintothebush,

SimbaandBatsilestaredatthem remaininginthe

car...

Simba:Theseguysaregoingtogetusintrouble

Batsile:IhaveareputationkanaI'm abrand...

TheylookedatoneanotherasGivenscreamedin

thebush,alittlegirllimpedoutofthebushcrying

holdingherskirt.SimbaandBatsilejumpedoutof

thecarandrantowardsherbuttheranoffcrying

evenmore...

Batsile:(running)Nnanaemapele!

Hegrabbedherarm andturnedheraroundasshe

criedshaking..
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Batsile:AreyouOK?

Her:(crying)Yes,hedraggedmetohiscar.

Simba:Didhehurtyou?

Her:Thosemenpulledhim offbeforehecouldpull

outmypanty.Iwanttogohome.

Simba:No,wearecallingthepolice.Comesit

inside...

Batsile:You'recallingthepolice?Aren'tyougoingto

beintroublefor-

Simba:No,hejusttriedtorapea10yearold,sheisa

child!Idon'tcarewhathappenstomeforknowing

hejumpedtheboarderheneedstobetaughta

lesson.

Simbasteppedasideandcalledthepolice.Batsile

openedthedoorforthelittlegirltositdownwhile

crying,thenheturnedlookingatthebushwhere

Givenwasstillscreaming.
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Batsile:(shouting)Guys?!Stop!

Simba:(shouted)Wecalledthepolice!

Noneofthem wantedtofindoutwhattheywere

doingbutclearlyitwasn'tgood,nogrown-up

screamslikethatfornothing.Theyturnedtothe

littlegirlandaskedherquestions.

Minuteslaterthepolicecarpulledover,Kanakoand

BamecameoutofthebushwithGiven,hishands

tiedbehindhisbackhestaggeredandlimpedasthe

policegrabbedhim bythebackofhisneckand

pushedhim intothepolicecan....

AtDife'soffice...

Dife'sbrotherslookedathim ashenarrated...

Karabo:(laughed)Sothisguyisbasicallyyourboss?
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Istilldon'tunderstandhowoneguymanagedto

beattheshitoutofallfourofyou.

Junior:Hedidn'tbeatus,wheredoyougetthat?He

usedheadlocktohisadvantage

Karabo:Stillmancomeon

Abone:(laughed)Ifeellikeyoucouldhavepicked

betterthough,Juniorisalltalknoaction,wehaveso

manybrothersandcousins...Hehasn'tevenwalked

intoagym for5years.

Junior:Youdon'tneedagym tofightgapeI'vejust

decidedtoendallthatunnecessaryfightingwithhim.

Tellhim iwon'tbeathim ifiseehim

Karabo:(laughed)Youthinkheisafraidofyou?

Junior:(laughed)HeknowsI'llbeattheshitoutof

him ifhedares...

Dife:I'm goingtohisparty...Apparentlyitsnothing

big,justfamilyandfriends

Abone:Doeshehavesisters?Ineedpussy

Dife:(laughed)Brothersonly...Sorry!
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Junior:Lehanneanaleabeautifulsisteriwouldn't

wanther,thatguyisjustarebelandothatajwa

tshipi,punchinghim doesn'tdoanythingtohim.

Bathobabajangrottenfoodsbathatablind

Dife:(laughed)Heisactuallyagreatguy,youshould

justsayhelloonedayandtalk.Hehelpedme

withoutanytroubles...Kehaibileretshegahelaka

kgangyatenglikeitsnothing.

Karabo:Juniorwaamotshabaakere.Waipokajaana

haatahaomogatamolomoherdboy.

Juniorkickedhim ashestaggeredbacklaughing....

Atthepolicestation....

LateronSimbaandJalowalkedoutofthepolice

station...

Jalo:Herparentstookher,iwonderwhatwould
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havehappenedhadyouguysbeenaminutelate.

Simba:Ineverthoughtsomeonecanbecomfortable

enoughtodothat,iwasnevercomfortabledoing

anythingfrom justknowingijumpedtheboarderbut

forsomeonetostealacar,moneyandaftereating

hetriestorapeachildsenttothetuckshop?What

washisgoalwhenhefirstcamehere?Istillcan't

believetheseguysaregivingusabadname.

Jalo:Atleastheisgoingtobecharged,afterserving

hissentencehewillbedeportedbutnexttimeifyou

wanttohelpsomeonemakesuretheyhavepapers.I

don'tblameyouorBamebutnexttimejustaskfor

papers.

Simba:Yeah,I'llbecareful...

Jalo:Jaanongwhobeathim?

Simba:Thepeoplethere,oncetheysawthepolice

theyran.Wefoundhim likethat.

Jalo:Ok,heitheyreallybeathim.Mobjusticeisbad

kana.

Simba:Let'shopehewilllearnhislesson.
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Jalo:Ihavetogobackinside

Simba:Wearegoingtopreparefortheparty...

Jalo:Ok,bye

Sheturnedbackintothebuildingthenhewalked

towardstheparkinglotwherethebrotherswere

waiting.

AtAmane'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonAmaneparkedthecarand

steppedoutasherphonerang...

Amane:Hello?

Voice:Hi,isawyouradaboutcocktails?Myfriends

andiarehavingahousewarmingpartyandI'dlike

paythespecialifit'savailable.

Amane:Eemmait'savailable,isthisnumberon
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WhatsApp

Voice:Yes

Amane:Letmesendyouthelistofourdrinksthen

wecantakeitfrom there.

Voice:Thanks..

Shehungupandwalkedinthehousepressingher

phone,shedroppedherbagonthecouchand

headedtothekitchenwhereshepickedaglassof

wineandpouredherselfafullglassthenshesaton

thecouchandputherlegsoverthetabletypingon

herphone.Afewminutespassedwhileshetyped

backandforthwithherclientandsippingwine.

Thepaymentgotinandbeforeshecouldreadthe

wholemessageanotherclientcalled..

Amane:Hello?

Voice:Hi,pleasetellmethespecialisstillon
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becauseibroughtmycousinandiwantthefree

service.

Amane:(laughed)It'sstillavailablemyfriend.

Voice:(laughed)Thanksalot,whatdoido?

Amane:Weneedtogothroughyourmenu.

WhatsAppmerebuekegoforwardele.

Voice:Ok,loginnow.

Shelaughedandloggedin,shesmiledasthey

finalisedthenshereceivedthepayment.Shepicked

herwineglassandpouredanotherglassthenshe

satdownandrepliedmessageloadingintoher

inbox...

Afterthe6thpaymentinlessthananhourtears

filledhereyesandshestaredatherphonein

disbelief,injustanhourshemademorethanher

monthlysalary...Nowonderpeoplewithbusinesses

glow...Whoneedsamanwhenyoucanmakeyour

ownmoney?NowsheunderstoodAmanda's
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statement...It'snevergoodwhenyourtasteinmen

isinfluencedbyyourfinancialneeds...Butthat'sa

topicforanotherday,rightnowsheneededto

celebrate6clients.Shepouredanotherglassand

wenttoherbedroom whereshetookoffheruniform

andputonshortsandagym bra,shegrabbedher

glassandwalkedtothelivingroom whereshe

turnedonherhometheaterandplayedArianna

Grande'sOnemoretime....

Shenoddedasthebeatranthroughherveinswith

thatwine,sheturnedupthevolumeasthehouse

turnedintoaclubthensheturnedaroundliftingher

wineglassscreamingandsangalong...

Amane:(singing)

Iwasaliar

Igaveintothefire

IknowIshould'vefoughtit

AtleastI'm beinghonest
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Feellikeafailure

'CauseIknowthatIfailedyou

Ishould'vedoneyoubetter

'Causeyoudon'twantaliar

AndIknow,andIknow,andIknow

ShegivesyoueverythingbutboyIcouldn'tgiveitto

you.

Soonelasttime

Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Onemoretime

Ipromiseafterthat,I'llletyougo

BabyIdon'tcareifyougotherinyourheart

AllIreallycareisyouwakeupinmyarms

Onelasttime
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Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Onelasttime

Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Theclubbeatpoundedasshedancedholdingthe

glass,herhairbouncedupanddownasshejumped

upanddownsinging...thishasalwaysbeenthebest

waytocelebrateherachievements.Dancingalone

untilshecouldn'tbreath.Shesangalongwiththe

musicwhiledancingandsippedthewine...

Meanwhileoutside,Batsileparkednexttohercar

andknockedonthedoorasthebeatpoundedinside

buttherewasnoanswer.Hetookouthisphoneand

dialedher....

Insidethekitchen,Amaneputthetequilabottleon

thecounterwhilenoddingherheaddancingand

singing...
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Shelickedthebackofherhandbetweenherthumb

andindexfingerandpouredoverapinchofsalt.She

lickedthesaltoffherhandimmediatelydrunkthe

tequilashot.Shequicklybiteintoandsucklemon

wedge.

Amane:(groaned)Mhh!Uhhhhh!

Sheranoutofthekitchenwithaglassofwine

singingoutloudasherhairbounced...

Meanwhileoutside,Batsilehungupandsighedthen

hereachedforthelockandopened,thedooragreed

andhesteppedin...

Hestoppedandsmiledlookingatherasshedanced

unawarethensheturnedandtheireyesmet...
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Sheputdownherglassanddancedtowardshim...

Amane:(singing) Onelasttime

Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Onelasttime

Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Batsile:(shoutingsmiling)Whatareyoucelebrating?

Amane:(screaming)6clients,ididn'tknow

independencetastesogood!Ifeellikemysister

trulylovesme,shewasrightwhenshesaidI'dbe

happyifididitonmyown.I'm gladididn'ttakeitthe

wrongway.

Batsile:(laughedandleanedoverherearholdingher

waistasthemusicplayedloudly)Oshwelegore!

Amane:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Batsile:Forgetthatfornow,let'sparty
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Shelaughedandwalkedawaydancing,heputdown

hiskeysandtookthelastswallowofherwine,she

camebackwithatequilashot,asliceoflemonanda

salt.

Amane:Tastetequila...Igotitfrom work..

Batsile:Oh,interesting...Ialwaysseeitinmovies.

Howdoyoudrinkit?

Amane:(laughed)Goraha..

Heliftedhisouterhandthensheputthesalt...

Amane:Lickitthenyoudrinkandbiteorsuckthe

lemon...

Batsile:(laughed)OK...

Helickedsaltandthrewhisheadbacktakingthe

tequilashotbeforebitingonthelemonsuckingitas

shelaughedathisfacialexpression.Helaughedand
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putdowntheglassthenhehuggedherfrom behind

astheydancedtoAriannaGrande'sOnemoretime...

Sherubbedherbuttonhiscrouchasheheldher

waistdancingthenheturnedheraround,they

dancedfacingoneanotherjumpingupanddownlike

theywereinaclub.

Both:(singing) Onelasttime

Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Onelasttime

Ineedtobetheonewhotakesyouhome

Amane:(shouted)Wemightnotbetogetherbutwe

madeitoutofthecattlepost!

Shedancedgoingdownashethrustonherbuttand

heldherclosestandingbehindher.Thesongended

ashestoodstillholdingherfrom theback,she
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casuallytriedtomoveawaybuthewouldn'tletgoof

her,sherelaxedandputherhandsoverhisarmsas

theyhuggedherfrom behinduntilanothersong

played.

TracyChapman'sFastcarplayed,therewassilence

astheylistenedtothelyricstearfully.Almostasif

theartistnewtheirpast...Thelifeatthefarm,

campinginthetent,havingnothingbutoneanother..

Thesimplelifeandtheirdreamsbeforegettingin

thatbusrightafterBasi'swordsaboutMaun.The

lyricscutdeep,theartist'ssadvoicemadetheirskin

crawl....TracyChapman'sFastcarturnedthem

aroundastheyhuggedtightly,sheburstintotears

cryingandheheldhertightlyashisheartshuttered..

Batsile:Wedestroyedabeautifulthing,iscaredyou

andyoureactedthebestwayyousawfit.

Amane:Pleasegohome...Youshouldn'tbehere,we

shouldn'tbealone.Idon'twanttohurtanymore

peoplethanI'vehurt.You'rethelastpersonihurt...
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NowIjustwanttocelebrate...Gohome.

Shestaggeredbacklosingherbalanceasheheld

hertightlyandpushedherfaceonhisnecktoshut

herastheystoodtherehugging.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

Amandaunlockedthehouseandwalkedinreading

Amane'spostfrom hoursearlierabouttheendof

thespecial.Shesmiledanddialedherasshekicked

offherheelsandpickedthem upheadingtothe

bedroom...

Therewasnoanswer,shecalledDifeandputon

loudspeakerasshetookoffherclothes...

Dife:Hello?

Amanda:Hi,CanitalktoAmane?

Dife:Sheisatherhouse...haveyoutriedcallingher?

Amanda:Yeah,sheisnotpicking.
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Dife:Maybeshehasstartedworkingonherorders

orsomething.

Amanda:Probably,thanks

Dife:Sure

Shesmiledandtypedheramessagesmiling...

Amanda:Justsawyourpost,congratulations.Itold

youyoucandoit.I'm soproudofyou.

Shesentthemessageandwenttothekitchenwhere

shestartedcookinganddialedBatsile...

Thephonerangseveraltimesonloudspeakerwhile

shewaschoppingvegetables..

Batsile:(clearedhisthroat)Babe

Amanda:Hi
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Batsile:Hey,what'sup?

Amanda:I'm cookingatyourhouse,okae?

Batsile:I'm onmyway.Isthereanythingishould

bring?

Amanda:Nothing,maybeadrink

Batsile:Ok,bye

Shehungupandcarriedon.LateronBatsilewalked

inwithaplasticandtheirlipsmetastheykissed...

Amanda:Haveyoubeendrinking?

Batsile:Aglassortwo,howwasyourday?

Amanda:Itwasgreat,myclientsarefollowingmy

newlawfirm andI'm afraidmyformerbossmight

thinkI'm sabotagingthem.I'm yettomeetwithhim

andtellhim thattheclientsaresayingthey're

terminatingtheirpolicieswiththem andcomingto

me.

Batsile:Yeahbutmaybehewon'tbenegative,let's
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remainpositiveuntilthen.

Amanda:Iwasjustwondering...Whatifmyfatheris

right?Whatifidon'treallyfindmywayup.

Batsile:Yourfatherisdeadwrong.You'rethrmost

businessmindedpersoniknow,youcan'tfailand

failingmeansyou'relearninganewthing.

Amanda:Ifyousayso...

Batsile:Letmetakeaquickshowerandcomeback

Amanda:Ok...

HewalkedawaytakingoffhisTshirtwhileshe

openedtheplasticandpackedeverything.Minutes

laterhewalkedbackinthekitcheninhisshortsand

pickedaglass,addedcubesandfilleditwithwater

beforedrinkingthewholething...

Amanda:Youlooktipsy

Alittlesmilestartedatthecornerofhislipsashe
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gazedather,thenaughtysmilespreadhisentire

faceashesteppedoverandhuggedherfrom behind

leaningoverherneckkissingit.

Amanda:(laughed)Babe...Babe...Stop!What's

wrongwithyou?

Batsile:(whispered)Diditellyou'rethebestthing

thateverhappenedtome?

Amanda:(laughed)Yes!Stopkissingmyneck,ihave

tofinishthissoyoucaneat...Shouldiputyouina

naughtycorner?

Hesmiledandsmackedherbuttbeforestepping

back,hepickedanicecubeandcrusheditinhis

mouthadmiringherasshecooked.

AtBame'sHouse...

Bamewalkedinthehousetalkingtothephone...
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Bame:Eemma,ijustwantedtotellyouthatiwon't

beabletopickthechildrenforschooltomorrow

becausemycarisatthepolicestation.Someone

triedtostealitandthey'restillinvestigating...Ee

mma,bye

Hehungupandsighedsittingonthebed..

Bame:I'm losingmoney...Plusihavenothingtodo.

Keyonenakoekehelelangketsewakephehoke

welamodirelationshipinglemanyaloabathoyone

e.{Withsomuchtimeinmyhandsthewindwill

probablyblowmeoverpeople'srelationshipsand

marriages}

Kanako:(laughed)Tsenyamantswemodipatengee

{justputstonesinyourpocketsthen}

Bame:I'm serioushere,don'tjokewhenI'm serious

Kanakolaughedoutloudashestoodupandwalked
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inthebathroom...

AtAmane'sHouse....

Amanewrappedherselfwithatowelwalkingacross

thesittingroom andopenedthedoor,Difewalkedin

andtheykissedthenshelockedupandscratched

herscalp...

Hepickedthecushionontheflooranddroppediton

thecouchbeforesittingdownandthrowinghertop

overherface...

Dife:Thehouseisamess...It'salittlestuffyinhere.

Wereyoudancing?

Amane:Yeah..

Dife:Comehere...Comesitonmylap
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Sheopenedthewindowsandwalkedbacktohim

sittingonhislap,hecaressedherwaistandkissed

her...

Amane:Nottonight...I'm alittleexhausted..

Dife:(kissingher)comeon,Imissedyou...

Hekissedherandpulledouthertowel,heturned

andlaidheronthecouchthenhekissedhergetting

betweenherlegs.

Amane:BabeI'm tired..

Dife:(panting)Please..(touchedherwetflesh)oh

f**k...mmh

Amane:(softly)Babe...I'm tired

Dife:I'lldoeverything...

Hekissedherandreachedinhisbackpocketfora
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packofcondoms,hetookoutoneandrolleditover

hishardblackweaponthenhekissedherand

#Removed....

*

*

*

*

*
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Hekissedherandreachedinhisbackpocketfora

packofcondoms,hetookoutoneandrolleditover

hishardblackweaponthenhekissedherandslowly

dippedinherpussyashegranted..

Sherelaxedandkissedhim backmovingherwaist

closerastheyplugged,hekissedherneckand

gentlythrustherincreasinghisspeed..

Heslidoutandturnedheronherkneesthenpressed

herchestdownthebedasshestuckoutherbutt.He

caressedherroundbuttandpressedopenherflaps

asheslidthroughherflesh...

Dife:(granted)Uh....
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Heheldherwaistandthrustherfrom behindwhile

shemoanedsoftly.Hermoanincreasedasshe

greasedthecondom andleaked...

Heflippedheraroundandhookedherlegsoverhis

shouldersthenhekissedherasheguidedhisdick

intoherpussy..

Amane:(softly)Mmhh...

Withherlegshangingoverhisshouldershethrust

herdeeperasshemoanedholdinghisneck,he

increasedhisspeedasshegaspedbitingherlower

lip..

Amane:(softly)Ahhhhh...Mmm

Hereachedoverandflickedherclitwhilethrusting

herthenhekissedherandincreasedhisspeed,their
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breathingincreasedandthentherewassuddenly

extrapleasure...hecouldliterallysenseherwarm

flesh,hedroppedhisheadandthecondom had

broken...

Dife:(panting)Shit,condom ethubegile

Sheliftedherheadandlookedathisdickgoingin

andoutofherpussywiththecondom ringaround

him buthedidn'tstop,thepleasurewastooinsane.

Shelookedathisdickgoinginandoutofherpussy

anddroppedherheadasherpussyspasmed

clampingonhisdick.Hegruntedattheclampofher

pussyandfilledherpussyastheybothgrunted...

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse..

ThenextmorningBatsileslowlyslidoutfrom behind,

Amandacollapsedonthebedpantingandflippedon

herbackwipinghercum withatowel...Theireyes

metasheadmiredherandsmiledgivingherkissof

gratitudewithacondom hangingfrom hisdickwith

cum.Hekissedherforeheadandwalkedtothe

bathroom wherehetookashowerwhilewhistling....

Minuteslaterhepassedbythebedwipinghimself

withatowelandfrom hercalm breathingshewas

alreadyasleep.Heironedhisshirtandgotready

beforepreparingtheirbreakfastandleavinghersby

thetable...
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AtAmane'sHouse....

Difewokeuptoloudmusicandheadedtothetoilet

wherehepeedandflushedthetoilet,thepictureof

herfacewhentheirfleshmetforthefirsttime

broughtthatsmileonhisface...Manthatwasepic!

Hewalkedtothekitchenwhereshewasfryingwith

apaninhisshirt,sheturnedwithasmileandthey

methalfwaykissing...

Amane:Hey..

Dife:Hi...

Heheldherwaistandkissedheronemoretimeas

theyhuggedstandinginthekitchen.Shelaidher

headonhischestsmiling..

Amane:(hidherfaceshamefully)Negolemonate
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maabane..

Dife:(laughedturningherandlookinginhereyes)I

didn'thearyou...Sayit

Amane:(blushing)Saywhat?

Amane:(laughedembarrassed)Ididn'tsayanything!

Dife:(laughed)Sayit

Hetickledherasshecrackedlaughing...

Amane:(laughed)Kareitwasnice...Idon'tknowif

I'm crazyorwhatbutitwasreallynice..

Dife:(heldherandkissed)Iknow,it'salwaysnice

butlastnightwas...(kissedher)itwasthebest..

Nowidon'tthinkilikecondoms

Theycrackedlaughingandgotreadyforwork...

AtJalo'sHouse...
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OnthesamemorningJalodressedtheboyswhile

Simbapreparedtheirbreakfastandhandedthem

theirbowl.

Jalo:Guyseatfast...Mamaislate..

Jaloquicklygotdressedandgotherphonetorecord

ashortvideooftheboyseatingwhileSimba

brushedtheirhairandescortedthem tothecar...

Jalo:(pointingathim withacamera)Heydaddy,

howdoesitfeelbeingafatherofboys?

Simba:Feelsgreat,thesearemycubs,theydon'tcall

memufasafornothing..

Theylaughedandgotinthecar...
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Simba:Willyoumanagetocometothepartytoday?

Jalo:It'stoday?

Simba:Yeah

Jalo:I'llmakeaplan

Simba:Ok...

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff...

AtBatsile'suncle's...

Batsile'suncleopenedthedoorandfrownedlooking

atamaninasuit...

Him:Goodmorning,mynameisSimonandiam

heretoserveyouwiththesecourtpapers.

Hisheartskippedashegotitandreadit
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Uncle:Idon'tunderstand,theseboyswanttosueme

formyfather'sinheritance?

Him:You'lldiscussmoreincourt.

Hesignedandwalkedbackintothehousewherehe

handedhiswifethepapers...

Attheoffice....

LaterthatmorningAmanepulledintotheparkinglot,

herassistantsteppedoutofthecarandtheytook

outtheircateringtable,Amanehelpedherunload

thebreakfastandclosedtheboot.

Amane:Thereareafewemployeeswhohaveshown

interestinhavingbreakfasteverydayandpayon

monthlybasis.Thoseyoujustrecordthem onthis

book.
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Her:Eemma

Amane:Letmegobacktowork,todayI'm gettingoff

earlytogobuyafewingredientsfortheorders.

Her:You'lltalktome.

MeanwhileBatsileandDifewalkedoutofthe

buildingchatting,Amanegotbackinthecarand

droveoff.

BatsileandDifeapproachedthecateringtableand

gottheircoffeeindisposablecupsandsconesthen

theywalkedbackintothebuilding...

Dife:Iwentforthelastsiteinspectionandweare

readytostarttomorrow.Myguysarealreadythere

andthey'rereadytostart.

Batsile:That'sgood,ican'twaituntilthisprojectis

doneandreadytorun.
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Difelookedathim thoughtfullyandsighedlooking

down..

Dife:Youinspireme,iwonderwhatit'slikehaving

youasabrother.I'dprobablybefar...

Batsile:(laughed)Trustme,youdon'twanttowalka

mileinmyboots,you'rewelloffinyourfamily.

Dife:Yeahbutyourbackgroundmadeyouwho

you're,

Batsile:Iguessthat'struebutlewenalaiteakawa

leka,ican'timaginehavingapowerfulfather

breathingdownmyneckaboutdoingwhathe

wants...Thefactthathismoneyandfamily

allowancedidn'ttemptyousaysalotaboutyou.You

havedreams.

Dife:Ihavedreams..Iwanttohavemyownidentity

nottobemyfather'sson.

Batsile:Igetyou...

Dife:Amanetoldmeyoudecidednottodropthe

othercateringcompany
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Batsile:Yeah,conflictofinterestandall.

Dife:Youhaveseriousbusinessethics,irespectthat.

Batsile:Thanks,sometimesyoujustwanttohell

everyonebutyouhavetofollowtherulesofthe

game.

Dife:Exactly,butifeelit'sforthebest.Iwouldn't

wantmygirlworkingwithanexorsomeonei

considerafriendorbusinesspartner.

Batsile:True...Cheerstothebusinesspartnership

Dife:Cheers

Theylaughedandbumpedtheircoffeecupswalking

upstairs...

2YEARSLATER...

*

*

*
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InBatsile'sofficetoilet...

Amandawipedherselfandpulledupherpanties

staringatthepregnancyteststickasherheart

pounded.Sheclosedthetoiletseatandsatdown

countingminutesstaringatthelinehopingforthe

secondlinetopopupbutevenafter10minutesit

wasstilloneclearline.

MeanwhileintheofficeBatsileleanedagainsthis

deskfoldinghisarmswaitingforher,itwastaking

waytoolong...Hesighedandknockedonthedoor..

Batsile:Babe?Openthedoor...

Sheopenedthedoorrubbinghereyesandhanded
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him thestick,helookedatthelineandgrabbedher

wristturningheraroundthenhehuggedherasshe

brokedowncrying..

Batsile:Stopcrying...I'm here...I'm righthere...

Amanda:Ican'tbestronganymore...Ican't...

Batsile:(smiled)Maybethebabyiswaitingforusto

moveintothesuburb?Maybehedoesn'tlikethe

housewearelivingin..

Amanda:(smiledtearfully)Stoptryingtomakeme

feelbetter...

Batsile:(laughed)I'm serious...Canwefocuson

movingintoourhouse?

Amanda:(sighed)Cohabitationleyone...

Heleanedoverandkissedherbeforehuggingher...

Batsile:Notforlong,notforlong.Let'sjustfocuson

movingintothesuburb.Theorealestatescalledso
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weshouldbetakingatourtoseewhichhousesare

availableforusthisafternoon.

Amanda:(smiled)OK...

Batsile:Letmetakeyoutowork...You'regoingto

serveyourclients,afterworkwearegoingforthat

housetour.

Amanda:Ok...

Hekissedherforeheadandheldherhandasthey

walkedoutoftheoffice...

InsideSimba'soffice...

Hiscellphonerangashedesignedsomefliersfor

thecompany...

Simba:Hello?

Bame:Mufasathereisatenderonpage6inthe
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newspaperfortheITcompaniestryyourluckthe

monna.

Simba:Whichnewspaper?

Bame:I'llsendyouthelinkjustnow,putyour

paperworktogetherandapply.Ithinkokajasengwe,

it'saminecontract.Theminealwayspaysgood.

Simba:Iknow,letmehavealook.Anyresponse

from CEDAaboutyourapplication?

Bame:(laughed)Maybealotofpeopleappliedfor

transportationormaybetheydon'tfundtransport

businessesanymore...Iwonderwhyitstakingso

long.I'm sofrustrated.Lastnightievendreamedof

mycabsdiphekilemolaeneng

Simba:(laughed)You'llmakeit.

Bame:Letmesendyouthelink

Simba:Sure

Hehungupandclickedonthelinkthenhereceived

anothercall....
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Simba:Uncle?

Him:Yesmyboy,wehavemanagedtosort

ourselves.Wewilluse4carstocomeoverthere.

Simba:I'llorganisethefuelandtellBame'saunt,

they'retheonewhoofferedtoaccommodateyouto

cutthecosts.

Him:Noproblem.

Simba:Bye.

HehungupandcalledBameback..

Bame:Yeah?

Simba:Myfamilywillbecomingnextweek

Bame:Ok,I'lltalktoBasisohetalkstoouraunt,

Simba:Kantikewhichone?

Bame:(laughed)Notthefarm thief,theotherone.

Simba:(laughed)Ok,bye
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Bame:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyou'regetting

marriedwaitse!Ineedtobeserious

Simba:(laughed)Bye

Hehunguplaughing...

InDife'sOffice....

Meanwhiledownstairs,talkingtothephoneDife

fixedhiscollarlookingoutthewindowasBatsile

andAmandawalkedtothecar...

Dife:(smiled)Heybabe

Amane:(toddlercrying)Ican'tevenhearyoubatho

Chaseisveryloudandheisabouttowakethebaby

Dife:(laughed)Whatdoeshewant?Neelangwanake

seasebatangthemma

Amane:Heisadramaking...(lookedoutthewindow)
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Myclientsarehere,letmegoattendthem.

Dife:Thecouplethatwantsacake?

Amane:Yeah

Dife:Tellthem wearemovingintothesuburbwhere

you'llhavewholenewfullyfurnishedkitchen

specificallyforyourcakesandthepreparationof

yourorders.

Amane:Whenarewegoingforthehousetour?Ke

helapelorra

Dife:Thisafternoon,theysaidtheywillconfirm

becauseithinklasttimetheymixedupour

appointmentsandrescheduled.

Amane:Ok,bye

Dife:Bye

Hehungupandreachedinhispockettakingoutthe

ring,heopenedtheringanditglitteredashesmiled

thoughtfully....
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AtAmane'sHouse...

Intheservant'squartersbehindthemainhouse

Amaneopenedtheshelfandtookoutthecakeas

thecouplestoodby..

Amane:Thisisthecakenow...SoI'llbeputtingwine

onituntilitsready.After3monthsitwillbeperfect.

Groom:Soiguesswearelatesinceourweddingis

injust2months.

Amane:Icanstillmakeit,italljustdependsonthe

typeofcakeyouchose...Hereisthemenu.

Thecouplehadalookandchosethentheymadea

deposit,shewrotethem areceiptandhandedit.

Amane:Thankyou.

Couple:Thankyou...
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Theywalkedoutassheclosedherreceiptbook.She

tookoffherglovesandapronthenthelockedupher

workshopandheadedtothemainhousewhereher

grandmotherwasstandingshushingthebaby...

Amane:Chase?You'regoingtowakethebabygape

olapisammamamonnakabotete...

Granny:Rreyowalapisa,thisiswhyican'tjustleave

youbutiwanttogobecauseidon'twantDifeto

spendtoomuchtimealone.Mengettemptedeasily,

idon'twanttobetootraditional

Amane:(laughed)Youcangowhenwemovein,we

shouldbemovingthisweekthat'swhenI'llbe

gettingahelper

Her:Ok..

Amane:Butfornowwearegoingtoseethehouses,

ihavetogetthem ready...

Her:Ok,dealwithyourson.I'llpreparethebaby.
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Attheoffice...

LateronBatsilesteppedoutofthebuildingasDife

caughtupwithhim...

Dife:Hey

Batsile:What'sup?

Dife:Notmuch,didyoufindthehouse?

Batsile:Headingtherenow

Dife:Great,wearegoingtheretoo.

Batsile:When?

Dife:Now

Batsile:Let'sdoittogether,wecanhelpyouguys

withthechildren

Dife:Sure,wearestartingatthehousesriver,the

agentsaidthosearemoreprivate.

Batsile:Great,I'lltalktoyouafterpickingAmanda

Dife:Sure...
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Theguyspartedanddroveoff...

Atthe1sthouseshowing.

LateronDifeparkedthecarasAmaneturned

lookingBatsileparkingbehindthem...

Amane:AmandaandBatsileareheretoo?

Dife:Yeah,Batsilesuggestedweviewthehouses

togethersotheycanhelpuswiththechildren.You

knowhowhelikeskids

Amane:Ithoughtitwouldbejustus...

Dife:They'relookingforahouseheretoo

Amane:Amandaisgoingthroughalotandithink

beingaroundbabieshurtsher.Sheistryingtobe

strongbutgoapala.

Dife:Shewillgetusedtoit...Hasshegonetothe
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clinic?

Amane:Idon'tknow..

Batsileparkedthecarandtheywalkedtothecar

holdinghandsasDifesteppedoutofthecarand

pickedhisson.

Batsile:(smiledclappinghands)Chase?!Cometo

uncle!

Chasegaspedandsliddown,Difeputhim downas

heexcitedlystaggeredtowardsBatsilewithawide

smilespreadinghisarms.Batsileyankedhim upand

blewoverhisstomachwavinghim aroundasthey

laughed...

Batsile:Wiii.....Someoneisflyingtheaeroplane!

Chase:(imitatinganaeroplane)Wiiiiiii
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BatsileandChaselaughedoutloudashestepped

overandlookedatthebabyAmanewasstill

breastfeedinginthecar...

Batsile:Heysunshine...Iswearsheisgrowingso

fast...

Amaneshylylookeddownwipingthebaby'snose,

BatsileglancedatDifeandAmandagreetingone

anotherontheothersideofthecarthenhepinched

Amane'schinbeforetouchingthebaby'stinychin...

Batsile:Howareyou?

Amane:I'm good

BatsilewalkedbacktoDifeandAmandacarryingthe

Chase.Thepropertyagentparkednexttothem and

shookhandswitheveryone...
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Agent:Helloeveryone

All:Hi...

Agent:Let'sgoin.

Amanestoppedbreastfeedingandcoveredupthen

shegotoutofthecarasAmandawalkedovertoher

andsmiledlookingatthebaby...

Amanda:Hibabygirl...Amanemmayourdaughteris

beautifultheng...

Amane:(smiled)Thanks..

TheyallwalkedinsideasBatsilecarriedChaseand

heldAmanda'shand.DifeandAmanefollowedthem

inside,Batsileputdowntheboyandpickedthebaby..

Batsile:Caniholdthebaby?
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Batsilegotthebabyandheldituphischestthenhe

gaveChasehisindexfingerwhichheheldfollowing

him aroundastheyviewedthehousewithAmanda

walkingbyhisside.AmaneandDifeheldhandsand

turnedtotheotherdirectionofthehouseviewingit.

*

*

*

*

*
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AmandaquietlywalkedbehindBatsileashewiped

thebaby'smucusandtalkedtoher...

Batsile:(laughedpointing)Sunshinelooklook...

Thelonelinessthatengulfedhermadeithardto

evenseethehouse.Hiswholeattentionhadshifted

andtheexcitementinhisvoiceleftherunnoticed

eventhoughhewaswalkingrightinfrontofher.

Howdoyouevenexplainfeelingjealousthatababy

hasyourman'sattention...amanyoufailedtogivea

child...

Heliftedherupontheairasshesmiledandthrew

uponhischest...
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Batsile:Shit!

Chase:Shit!

Batsile:(laughed)Dudeno,that'sabadword...Don't

saythat...

Amandareachedinherhandbagandtookouther

wipesthenshegotthebabyandhandedhim the

wipes...

Amanda:Sheisbeingbreastfedidon'tknowwhy

youliketurningherupsidedownmmearatagogo

kgwela...

ShewipedherwhileBatsilewipedhimselfbutthe

whitepatchesonlysmearedonhisnavybluet-shirt

thenhepulleditoutandremainedwiththewhite

vest..

Batsile:Bringher...
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ShehandedheroverthenhegaveChasehisfinger

toholdastheywalkedback..

Batsile:I'm takingthisTshirttothecar,havealook

andtellmewhatyouthink.

Amanda:Ok...

BatsilebentoverpickingupChasewiththeother

arm andwalkedbackoutsidecarryingbothkidswith

hisarmswhileAmandawatchedhim.

Shesighedandwalkedaroundthehousefoldingher

arms.

MeanwhileAmanestoodonthebalconyandlooked

atthewholeyard...thelandscape...Theperfectlawn,

thepoolandthegreatspaceforthechildren's

playground...itwasdefinitelytheedream...Thevery
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sameoneBatsiledescribedthatnightinthetent

underthemoonlight,thedream shegaveupontoo

soon...HereyeslandedonBatsileashewalkedout

ofthebuildingheadingtothecarscarryingboth

children...Theherdboystillhadthosestrongarms

andnowthathistasteinclotheshadimprovedoh

boy.TearsfilledhereyesasshewatchedBatsileget

inthecarwiththechildren,Difehuggedherfrom

behindandshequicklyrubbedhereyesandsmiled

asDifekissedherneck...

Dife:Whatdoyouthink?

Amane:(sniffled)It'sbeautiful...

Dife:(turnedheraround)Babeareyoucrying?

Shesniffledandrubbedhereyessmilingtearfully...

Amane:It'sverybeautiful...Idreamtofstayingina

suburb...Ican'tbelieveI'm abouttomoveintoa

neighbourhoodlikethis.Thepoolishugeand...It's
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movielifestyle...Thekindofthingsyouneverbelieve

couldhappentoyouasanormalperson...

Dife:Wellit'sherenow..Thisisjustthefirsthouse.

Thereislike3morehousestosee...Let'sgo...

Heheldherhandastheywalkeddownstairswhere

thepropertyagentwasexplainingafewthingsto

Amanda...

Inthecar...

MeanwhileBatsileandChasesmiledlookingatthe

babygirlslowlyfallingasleep.Hetookouthisphone

andrecordedherfallingasleep..

Batsile:(whispering)Shhh...

HeandChaselookedatoneanotherbeforelooking

atDiamondasshefinallyfellasleep.Batsile
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carefullylaidheronbackseatthenheopenedallthe

windowsandpickedChaseputtinghim outside

beforeclosing.

HepickedupChaseandleanedagainstthecar

staringathim ashetouchedhischinplayingwithhis

beard.

AmandajoinedDifeandAmaneastheywalked

towardsthecars...

Dife:UhBatsileobonyentutota?

Amanda:Otaebonajangabelegisiwabana?

Amane:I'llgogetthem,ididn'tthinkthey'dtrouble

him.Hejusttookthem...

Amanda:Diamondthrewuponhim,akootseye

banaBatsileakgonegofocuseronwhatwecame

herefor.

Amane:Yeah,I'llgetthem.
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AmanepacedtothefrontandopenedBatsile'scar..

Batsile:What'sup?

Amane:Gatwethesekidsaredistractingyou

Batsile:Kemang?

Amane:Doesn'tmatter...

Shepickedthebabyandputherintheircaras

BatsilepickedChaseupstandingbehindher.

Batsile:Whathappened?

AmaneturnedbacktogetChasebutheturnedhis

backholdingonBatsile...

Chase:(screaming)Noooo...
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Amane:(sighed)BathongChasecomehere

Batsile:Akoolesengwana!

Amane:(angrily)WhatdoyouwantmetodoBatsile?!

Batsile:(angrily)Karelesangwana!Wabonagore

gaabateakere?

Amane:Sowhatmustido?

Amaneturnedandgotintheircarclosingthedoor.

Batsilewalkedtowardshiscarwhereheleaned

againstthebonnetwithChaseoverhischestasDife

andAmandaapproached...

DifeleanedovertogetChasebutturnedaway

holdingonBatsile..

Dife:Chase?Cometodaddymyboy...Come

Chase:Nooo
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Amandagotinthecarandslammedthedoor...

Batsile:Molese,you'llgethim whenhefallsasleep

akerewearestillseeingthenexthouses?

Dife:Amandawascomplainingthatthechildrenare

distractingyou.EkarebataacrosanaeneleAmane.

Batsile:Idon'tmind

Dife:ItseemsAmandaminds

Batsile:Shewillbefine,it'shernieceandnephew,i

don'tseehowshecanhaveaproblem withit.

Dife:Shedoes,bringmyson.

BatsileclenchedhisjawshandingoverChaseashe

burstintotearscryingholdinghim tightly...

Dife:Chase?Comehere...Come...

Difeputhim inthecarseatandsnappedhim in
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beforeclosingthedooranddrivingbehindthe

propertyagent.

Batsilegotbackinthecarandclosedthedooras

Amandasatinthefrontseatfoldingherarms.He

sighedandstartedthecarwithoutsayinganything

thenheglancedatthemirrorandswungthesteering

wheel...

Amanda:WhyareyousoobsessedwithAmane's

children?

Batsile:Isthatwhatyoucallsomeonewhoisbeing

nicetochildren?Howcomeyouneverquestionme

whenAnopacomestomyhouse?

Amanda:It'sdifferentwithChaseandDiamondor

shouldisay"Sunshine"?

Batsile:I'm notdoingthiswithyou

Amanda:Doingwhat?

Batsile:Whateveryou'retryingtodo,I'm notinthe

moodforthatshit.
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Amanda:Don'tusethatkindoflanguagearoundme

Batsile:Thendon'tforcemetouseit.Ifyoudon't

wanttolookforahouseletmeknowsowecango.

Amanda:Whydoifeellikeyou'recomingheretobe

closetoAmane?

Batsile:Thenfindahouseinadifferent

neighbourhoodandlockmethere.

Amanda:Batsileotogaontenaautwa,oska

nkarabakamakgakga

Batsile:Obatagorekerengjaanong

Amanda:(narrowedhereyesglaringathim)Batsile

wee,kantenerramakgakgaakanakeaeng?(he

ignoredherandcheckedhismessageswhiledriving

withonehand)kebualewena...(sighed)You'reso

predictable,alotofpeoplesaidyou'dchangeas

soonasyoustartmakingmoneyandididn'tbelieve

itbuthereyou're.I'm tryingtotalktoyouyou're

ignoringme.

Batsile:I'm notgoingtofeedyourinsecurities,ifyou

don'twantmetouchinganyone'schildrenletme
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knowbutdon'texpectmetodoasyouwish.We

maynothavechildrenbutitwon'tstopmefrom

beingnicetokids,younevercomplainaboutAnopa.

Iboughthim toysmalobabutyoudidn'tcomplain..

Amanda:Youknowthisisdifferent,areyousleeping

withAmane?Aretheyyourchildren?Becauseit

seemsyoucan'ttakeyoureyesoffthem...

Batsile:You'redelusional

Amanda:(laughed)Ohwowlookatthat,soyoucan

speakEnglishwithbigwordsnow?

Batsile:SkabatagontenaAmanda!Nxla!Amanda:

I'm talkingtoyou,whatiswithyouandAmane's

children?

Batsileturnedupthemusicvolume,sherolledher

seatbackandbitherlowerlipkickingtheradio

multipletimesuntiltheUSBstickbrokeintotheport.

Batsilerolleddownthewindowandputouthis

elbowsmilingindisbelief.
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Batsile:Wow...

Sheturnedlookingathim asherheartpoundedbut

heshookhisheadcalmlyandputonhisbrown

sunglassesbeforebrushingdownhishairwaves

withhishandkepthiseyesontheroad...

Amanda:Batsile?Batsile?What'syourobsession

withAmane'schildren?

Heignoredherandkeptdriving,shegrabbedthe

milkshakeontheholderandsplasheditoverhis

headashegaspedandalmostranintothe

screenwall.Hestoppedthecarandsteppedoutthen

hegothiswalletandthrewthekeysonherlap

withoutaword..

Batsile:You'lldriveyourselfhome,can'tdealwith

yourightnow.Iwonderwhatyou'lldoifyoufindout
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you'rewrongaboutme.

Amanda:Bestraightupandtellmegasebanaba

gago...DoyouthinkI'm stupid?

Hetookoffhiswetvestandwipedhisheadandface

thenhepickedthenavyTshirtfrom behindand

walkedaway.Amandasteppedoutofthecarand

grabbedhisTshirt...

Amanda:You'renotwalkingawayfrom this!Ifyou

walkawayfrom thisI'm gettinginthiscarandI'm

runningyouover,tellmethetruth....I'm notleaving

youosabuannete.

Batsilelookedinhereyesasshebreathedheavily

grabbinghisbelt...

Amanda:Getbackinthecar,reabua.Obatago

ntwaelamosimanekewena...I'm notfightingyouon

thestreet,getinthecarorelseI'm hittingyouwith
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thecar.Don'ttrymetherra.

Batsile:(calmly)Ok...

Hewalkedbackandgotinthedriversseatthenshe

gotinthefrontseatandturnedlookingathim.He

leanedoverthesteeringwheelandsighed....

Amanda:BatsileI'm notplayingwithyou...Start

talking...

Hethoughtfullyrubbedhismouthandsighedthen

heopenedthedoorandranoff.Hermouthdropped

asshegotoutandlookedathim runningalongthe

roaduntilhedisappearedbetweentheyards,shegot

backinthecarandstartedthecarthensheturned

aroundandjoinedtheroadlookingforhim..

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

LateronBatsilesteppedoutoftheshowerand

grabbedatowelthenhedriedhimselfstandingin

frontofthemirror,hewipedthemistoffthemirror

withhishandandhadalookathiswavesbefore

walkingout...

Hedroppedthetoweloffthebedandputonhis

boxerbriefsbeforesittingonthebedgoingthrough

hisphone.ThedooropenedthenAmandawalked

in...

Hecalmlyturnedhisheaduplookingatherasshe

stoodinfrontofhim...
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Amanda:Whyareyourunningaway?

Batsile:ItoldyouI'm notinthemoodforyour

madness.

Heturnedbacktohisphoneandtexted,Amanda

breathedheavilylookingathim...

Amanda:Soyou'rejustgoingtodismissmelikethat?

AreyousleepingwithAmane?

Batsile:Don'tputideasinmyideas

Amanda:Iaskedyouasimplequestion

Batsile:No,I'm notsleepingwithyoursisterandI'm

notthefatherofherchildren,whatelsedoihaveto

answer?

Amanda:Sowhyareyoukeepingthem close?

Batsile:I'llstayawayfrom them,whatelse?

Amanda:Soyou'rejustgoingtotakethislightlylike

that?
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Batsile:Whatdoyouwantmetodotoshowyouthat

I'm serious?Canyoustophurtingyourself,iam not

responsibleforwhateverpainyou'refeelingright

now.I'm sorryifiwasalittledistracted,thevery

leastyoucouldhavedonewastotellmetostop

touchingherkids.Youdidn'thavetokickmycarlike

thatandthatremarkaboutmesuddenlyknowing

howtospeakEnglish...Ireallyhopeyouneversay

thatagainbecauseiwon'tbematureaboutit.Ihate

beinglookeddownupon...Youshouldknowthatby

now.SkabatagonthokelabothoAmandacauseI'll

fixyousofast.Gaopekeyoujusthaven'tmet

someonelikeme....Iwalkawayfrom troublebut

whentroublefollowsmeisolveit.

Heputdownhisphoneandreachedforhisjeans

gettingdressedasshelookedathim...

Amanda:Whycan'tyoujustbehonestwithme?

Aftereverythingwehavebeenthroughtogether...I

metyouwhenyouhadnothingandthisisthethanks



Iam

iget?

Batsile:You'retalkingasifiwouldn'thaveachieved

everythingwithoutyou,youcameintomylifeand

foundmedoingeverythingright,fencingmyplotand

ontheprocessofapplyingforCEDA,allyoudidwas

offermeemotionalandlegalsupport...Youdidn't

makemesodon'tgettooprideful,don'tactlike

you'remybossbecauseyou'remywomanandthat's

allyou'lleverbe...Mywoman.Knowyourplace!

Gakenabossnna.

Amanda:Sowhatisyourintentionwithherchildren?

BecausenowthatI'm thinkingaboutitChaselooks

likeyou...youandDifearetotallydifferentandthat

childlooksnothinglikeDifeevenDiamonddoesn't

looklikehim,butthereissomeresemblancewith

you...YoureyesandChase'seyeslookthesameand

yourlipstoo...

HelaughedandputonhisTshirtasshestoodby

lookingathim...
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Amanda:Isthereanythingfunnyaboutmy

statement?

Batsile:Yeah,didyoualsoknowthatifyou're

walkinginthedarkscaredatreecanchaseyou?You

reallyneedtowatchthekindofthoughtsyou're

feedingyourmind,gakeitsegorehaokathubela

Amanelapawagomoneelamonnaofengbecause

nkareke1mogowena.

Amanda:Soyouwouldn'tmindDNAtest?

Batsile:HowareyougoingtoexplainthattoDife?

Lesagobatagoborisabathorelationshipyabone

justbecauseyaronayabora.

Amanda:Wabonagoreonkarabakamakgakgajang?

Ibilewatshegaojamonate,gomonategodira

bobeleteakere?Watsikitegaontshegabomata?

Batsile:Nnagakeratengwanyanaonthogang,leha

eleenemogolooneannyaditsepatahelamme

gaiseanthoge,don'tgothere.Togakegoruta

maitseoabeoregakeasiama.
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Hesatontheedgeofthebedandputonhissocks

thenhepulledhisshoesasshestoodbylookingat

him...

Amanda:Whereareyougoing?

Batsile:I'm goingtowork

Amanda:Ithoughtyoutooktimeoff

Batsile:Ichangedmymind.

Amanda:You'renotwalkingawayfrom thisunless

youreallywanttoseemyuglyside.You'regoingto

tellmethetruth

Batsile:Bringmykeys,I'm going.

Amanda:Kareyou'renotgoing!Ifyoutellmethe

truthallthiswillend.

Batsile:Ialreadytoldyouthetruth,kemathataa

gagoifyoudon'tbelieveme.Ibilehaelegorebana

batshwanalennaanongathatabecause

resemblanceisobjective.You'retheonlyperson

whothinksthosekidslooklikeme.Mphadikey

tsamekebatagotsamaya..
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Hereachedforherhandbutshehidthem behindher

backandpushedhim.

Amanda:Aftereverythingyougobehindmyback

andsleepwithmysister

Batsile:Bringmykeys,ifitwasn'tforthattestI'dsay

you'repregnantbutnowyou'rejustbeingsomething

else.Bringmykeysiwanttogolegonegetoutof

myhousewiththatattitude.

Amanda:I'm notleaving,thisisourhouse.

Batsile:Gotoyourhouse,I'llcomeoverwhenyou're

readytotalkuntilthengetoutofmyhouse.

Amanda:I'm notleavingandyou'renotleavingeither,

I'm notgoingtoletyouwalkalloverme.

Shetearfullyslappedhim onthecheekthenhe

pushedheronthebedsittingontopofherand

raisedhishandforahotslapwhichhestoppedjust

beforelandingitonherfaceassheflinched....
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Batsile:Don'teverinyourlife...Ever!Lehaoka

tenegajangdon'tevertrybeatingmebecauseiwill

beatyousohardyou'llspendaweekinICU.I'm

tryingtocontrolmytemperbutyoukeeppushingme,

I'm walkingawayfrom youbecauseiknowthereisa

pointican'tcontrolmytemper.Don'tpushmethere,

keataagobetsahelantsekegoratamootaa

ipotsanggoreanengobiditswekeBatsile.

Hegotoffherthenshecurledherselfintoaballand

burstintotearscrying.Hereachedforhiskeysnext

toherandwalkedout...

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAmaneturnedthepancontents

fryingandhummingassheatethecarrot...

Inthebedroom Difelaidhisdaughterinthecotand
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zippedthenetbeforepickingChaseandwalking

backwardscarryinghim sohecoulddrophim onthe

bed...

ChaselaughedlookingatthebedasDifecounted...

Dife:1,2,3,4,5!

Hedroppedhim onthebedandhecrackedlaughing

ashegotupandwalkeduptohim,Dife

spearheadedhim astheyfellonthebedlaughing...

ChaseimitatedJohnCenaashewavedbeforehis

eyesanddroppedonhisfather...

Chase:1,2,7!

Hejumpedupanddownonthebedcelebrating.
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MeanwhileinthekitchenAmaneservedtheplates

andheadedtothediningtablewhereshesetup

theirdinner.

Amane:(shouted)Babe?!

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenshewipedher

handswiththekitchenclothandopened...

Amanda:Canwetalk?

Amane'sheartjumpedasshelookedinherfurious

eyes.

Amane:Comein...

Amanda:It'snotalongstory,isBatsilethefatherof

yourchildren?Ifheisineedtoknowsoicanjust

walkawayfrom allthese.I'm notevenheretofight

you,iwantthetruth.
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Dife:(walkingin)Babeobualemang?

Amane:It'sAmanda,goaheadandeat,I'm coming.

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorlookingat

Amanda...

Amanda:Everyonehadrejectedyouanditookyouin,

iaskedyouifyou'reOKwithusdatingoneanother's

exandyousaidyesbecauseiwasreadytowalk

awayifatallyouknewtherewasthispossibility.I

didn'tmindbecauseiknewI'dneverhurtmysister

likethat....IcouldnevereverseeDifeasnothingbut

mysister'sman.Ithurtstoknowthatyou'recheated

butitcutsdeepwhenit'syourownsister...Please

tellmethetruth.Aretheyhis?KeabonaChaseo

tshwanaleBatsileandDiamondhasthesameeyes

andlipsashim...Buanneteonkgololefrom all

these..Atleastidon'thaveachildwithhim iwillcry

yesbutiwillheal..Ishethefather?
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Amanefoldedherarmsuncomfortablyand

swallowedlickingherdrylips...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse...

Amane:Didyougetallthatfrom him pickingupthe

childreneverychancehegets?

Amanda:Don'tmakemelooklikeamoron

Amane:TheseareDife'schildren

ThedooropenedthenDifesuspiciouslysteppedout

puttinghishandsinthepockets...

Dife:AreyoutwoOK?

Amanda:(backtoher)Sotheniguessyouwouldn't

minddoingaDNAtest?

Dife:Forwho?

Amanda:ForChaseand"Sunshine"
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DifeturnedandlookedatAmane...

Amane:I'm notcheating,I'venevercheatedonyou.I

don'tknowwhereshegetsthatkindofidea.

Dife:ThisexplainswhyI'm notonthebirth

certificate

Amane:Ididn'tputyoutherebecauseiseealotof

unmarriedwomennotdoingit.Apparentlyputtinga

manwhenyou'renotmarriedisadisadvantage,it's

justthingsikeephearing.Besidesafteryour

complaintididsayI'llputyouonthecertificates.

Dife:Don'tbother,ididn'tthinkmuchofitbutnow

thatshejustopenedmyeyesiseewhat'sgoingon

here.

Heturnedbackinthehouseandslammedthedoor

thenhewalkedoutandgotinthecarbeforedriving

off.AmaneturnedbacktoAmandaandlookedat
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herastearsfilledhereyes...

Amane:Idon'tmindaDNAtest,youcantakethem

andgotestthem.

Atearrolleddownhercheekasshelookedat

Amanda...

Amane:Ihopeyouraccusationsdon'tdestroymy

children'slives...Thisisasensitiveissuethatididn't

wantcrossingDife'smindbecauseonceamanstart

doubtingsomethingeverythingbecomes

questionable.

Amanda:I'llcomegetthem tomorrow

Amane:Wagobatestakeseorraboaseoleene?

Amanda:Batsilewillbethere

Amane:Batsileisnotthefatherofmychildren,bana

babagaDifethemmaobatakegoreyekereng?

WhichlabisgoingtoconductaDNAtestwithout
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bothparentsconsent?

Amanda:Iwilltellthem it'smykidssoitcanbeeasy

Amane:Theywillstillneedthebirthcertificate,asa

mothericantellyouthatthereisnothingyoucando

withoutamedicalcardorcertificateofwhichboth

aregoingtoproveyou'renotthemother.Gapei

don'tevenknowifthey'regoingtodoasalivaswab

orbloodtest,iwanttobetheretomakesure

needlesarenewifmykidsgetpricked.Childrenare

afraidofneedles.

Amanda:Ok,I'llpickyouuptomorrowmorning.

SheturnedaroundandwalkedawayasAmane

stoodtherelookingather.Shesighedandwalked

backinthehousewhereChasewassittingatthe

diningtableeating...Shepulledthebaby'sseatcloser

andbeguneatingwithherchildren....
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AtDife'sHouse....

Difewalkedintalkingtohisbrotheronthephone

andhungthekeysonthekeyholderbeforeheading

tothebedroom...

Dife:Ijustknewtherewassomethingupwithher

notputtingmeinthebirthcertificate,Amandajust

openedmyeyes.

Him:Idon'tknowwhyyoudoubtedme,allthe

womenwhohaveaproblem puttingthefatheron

thecertificateareplayingitsafebecausethey

probablyhave2or3guyswhomightpossiblybethe

father.Whenawomanknowsforsureyou'rethe

fathershejustputsyoudownbecausetheyknowits

illegaltonotputafatherinthecertificatebutthey

choosenottosotheycanmakeyousupportachild

andsayiwasn'tsureheisnotthefatherthat'swhyi

didn'tputhim.Youevenenduplookingstupidfor

supportingachildwhenyouhaven'tbeen

acknowledgedasthefather.Alotofguysaswe
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speakcallothermen'schildrentheirs,trickywomen

alwaysfindanexcuseastowhyyoucan'tbewritten

down.I'm sadyou'reoneofthosemen.

Difesighedandsatonthebedrubbinghiseyes...

Dife:Chaselookslikehim...

Him:Nah,thatboylookslikeyou.Theonly

differenceisthecomplexion.

Dife:Noman,thatguyhaseyesasbigasaball

Him:(laughed)Unfortunatelyyoubothhavethe

sameeyes.It'sweirdbutifididn'tknowyou'di

guessI'dsayhelookslikehim butknowingyouisee

youinhim too.

Dife:Stoptryingtoconvinceme,youknowhelooks

likehim.Ican'tbelieveI'vebeenfooledfor2years.

Him:Atleastyoudidn'tmarryher.

Dife:(tookouttheringandlookedatit)Yeah,iguess

you'reright.Shewasnevermytypeanyways.I
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thoughtsheistheAmandatypebutsheisdumbas

fuck.Shedidn'tgrowupwithAmanda.Shegrewup

inthefarm andihadtoteachhersimplethingslike

washingmachinesandeverythingyoucanthinkoff.

Him:(laughed)Nexttimedoalittlebackground

checkman,irememberwehadtobeatupthefarm

boyforyoutokeepher.Ojaleswemonna

Dife:(laughed)Fuckyou,(sighed)Man,I'm stressed...

Ireallylovedher..

Him:Wewillcomepickup,youdrinkawaythatlove

andfucksomebodyyou'llbefine.

Dife:No,itoldyouidon'tdothatshit

Him:You'redoingit,bottomsuptonight!Ipaakanye

monna,therearebettergirlsouttherewithabetter

IQ.

Dife:(laughed)Ok,letmeshower

Him:Sure

Hehungupandsighedthenhewalkedinthe

shower...
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AtNobleCustom Suits

TheMotsumibrothersandSimbastoodinfrontof

themirrorsasthedesignertooktheirmeasurements

withameasuringtape...

Bame:(laughed)I'llneverunderstandwomen,soit

wasaseriousfight?

Batsile:Itwasserious,gonejaanaihavetogetmy

carfixed

Simba:Shehaseveryreasontobesuspicious

though,don'tyouthink?

Batsile:Iknowbutshemustbelievemebecausei

haven'tgivenherareasontodoubtme.Asfaras

sheknowsIhaven'tcheatedonher...

Basi:Sowhatareyougoingtodowhenshegetsthe

results?

Batsile:Nothing,

Bame:Ijustdon'tlikeawomanwhoslapsme,little
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ladypunchmeonthechestandcrylikewhite

womeninmoviessoicanholdyoubutdon'tbitch

slapmeontirasehema.

Batsile:That'swhatalmosthadmeloseit,gakerate

mpama.Amandaisfullofherself...Andifthatslap

camefrom abrokenheartantshwerekerobetsele

AmanethenI'dunderstandbutenekanashethinks

ofmeasaherdboyandherselfasalawyer.Inever

knewshehadthatinheruntiltodayampotsaifican

speakEnglishasifineverknewhowtospeak

Englishoriwasdumb.Iswearthatturnedneoff,i

lostalltherespectihadforher.Ibileiwasdone

beingnice,didn'tevenmindmywordscausenea

ntenne.

Simba:(laughed)Womensayallkindsofthings

whenthey'reangry,don'ttakeitseriously.Shewas

justhurt.

Bame:Heisright,womentalkalotbeforedrivinga

pointhome.

Batsile:Uh,nnagakeitsejaanong...

Designer:(sighed)I'm donewithyourmeasurements.
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All:Thankyou...

Theguyswalkedoutofthebuildingheadingtothe

parkinglot...

Simba:WhenisKanakoclosing?

Batsile:Hissemesterendsinacoupleofweeks

Simba:Imisshim,hobodutuasio.Anopamisses

him...

Batsile:Theyweretwinskana..

Bame:Nops

Simba:Saywhat?

Bame:(smiled)Nopa,it'sapetname...Youknow

howwesayBasiforBasimane,NopaforAnopa

Simbapunchedhim ashedodgedandpushed

Batsileoverblockingwithhim.Theguyslaughed

theirwaytothecars...
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AttheNightclub....

LaterthatnightDifeandhisbrothersstoodinaline

astheygottheirarmsclampedwiththeclub

wristbandsandwalkedin...

Difefrownedasthelightsflushed..

Dife:Ican'tseeadamnthing

Brother:That'swhyyoushouldgooutmore,tonight

isyournight...Relax!Let'sgoup,reyakoVIP

upstairs...

TheywalkedupstairsassomeDJwalkedonthe

stage....
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AtDife'sHouse....

LaterthatnightAmanedrovethroughthegateand

parkedinfrontofthehousewhilethechildrenslept

intheircarseats.Clearlytherewasnooneandhis

carwasn'tthere...Shetriedhisnumberagainleaning

againstthecarbutitwasstillunavailablethenshe

typedhim amessage.

Amane:CanyouatleastwaitfortheDNAtest

resultsbeforeyouconclude?Stopstressingme

please.

Sheswallowedtearfullyandwalkedbackinthecar

thenshetriedoneofhisbrothersbuttheycuther

calls.Shestartedthecaranddroveoff..

*

*

*
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*

*

[09/18,05:13]Ntsiki:
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AtAmane'sHouse...

JustbeforemidnightDiamondgrantedrubbingher

noseandkickingwhilelyinginhercotandeventually
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cried.

Amaneliftedherheadandyawnedswitchingthe

headlightonthenshepulledthebabycotcloserand

changedherdiaperbeforetakingonherbedand

givingherthebreast.Thebabysuckedandfed

whileshepinnedherelbowonthepillowpressing

herphone.ShedialedDifebuttherewasstillno

answer...

ShesighedandGoogle"isitsafetodrinkwhile

breastfeeding?"thensheclickedonthearticleand

read,shesigheddiscouragedandwatchedvideos

onYouTube...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandacurledherselfonthecouchwith

afleeceholdingawarm cupofteatryingto

concentrateonthemoviebutherheartskippedjust
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thinkingaboutit,thatresemblanceonChaseand

Diamond'seyesandmouth...ofcourseitlooked

closetoDifebutnotreally,Batsile'seyesweren'tjust

hugelikeDifehiswerethesleepykindofbigeyes

whereasDife'seyeswerejustpopping...Chasehad

Batsile'seyesandheknewthesewerehischildren,

whichmanwouldobsessoveranex'schildandeven

namethebabySunshine..

Shesighedtossingandturnedonemoretimebefore

tryingBatsile'snumberbuthestillwasn'tpickingher

calls...

AtBasimane'sHouse...

MeanwhileBasilaidinbedwiththelightsoffgoing

throughlawngardensonfacebook,hecheckedthe

generalpricepersquaremeterandmadeafew

calculations...
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HefrownedtryingtoestimatejusthowmuchBatsile

spentonthelawnforhisbusiness..

Basi:(thoughtfully)Ng!?

Hecalculatedtheirmother'sfarm anddivideditinto

fourthenuseoneoutoffour..Heswitchedthelights

onandreachedforhisnotebookofbusinessideas

thenhescribbleddownBasiGardens,Basi

landscapes,Basilawnservices,hesmiledscribbling

downandcheckedhiswristwatchbeforepickinghis

phoneandcallinghisbrothers...HopefullyBamehad

nothadtoomuchandcausedanotherclubfight.

Batsile:(noisybackground)Hello?

Basi:Leshapo?

Batsile:Comegetyourbrother,heisdrunk

Basi:Bringhim home

Batsile:Aenono,itoldyouidon'tbabysit.Simba
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dodgedme,heiswithJalo

Basi:Jalogoestoclubs?

Batsile:Somerelationshipsaregoalsman,comeget

thisthingtherra?Simbatookhiscarkeyssohe

doesn'ttrytodrivethetaxi,akathula.

Basi:Ok,I'm coming.

Hehungupandgotdressedandleft..

Attheclub....

BatsilestoodbehindBameashesatonthestool

holdingabottleofbeer...

Bame:Doyoueverwonderaboutpapa?

Batsile:(helpedhim getup)Standup,let'sgo...

BatsileputBame'sarm overhisshoulderasthey
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walkedoutofthebuildingandwalkedtowardsthe

ladiessellingbraai...

Bame:Imisshim

Batsile:Idon'tliketalkingaboutthat...Ifyoumiss

him misshim alone.

Bamestoppedwalkingandhuggedhim cryingstill

holdingabottleofbeer.

Bame:Mmitsetherra

Batsile:Watholanaare...ThisisthelasttimeI'm

comingwithyouwithyoutotheclub.Let'sgotothe

carsoyoucansit,I'm goingtobuyyoupapalenama,

obatachakalaka?

Bame:No,morogo.Orekenamayamahura..

Batsile:Eelet'sgosit...
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Theywalkedtowardsthecarwherehelaidhim in

thebackseatandgotthebottlethenhewalked

towardsthestallswherehestoodbehindacouple

ofguysandrecognisedafamiliarvoice.

Dife:Mpheborosolepapa

Heheldhisbreathlookingatthebrothers,noneof

them hadseenhim,hesteppedbackandturned

aroundthenheboughtfrom anotherladyandhurried

tothecardiallingBasi.

Basi:Iparkedbehindyou

Batsile:Comegethim fast,I'm goingsomewhere,

hurryup.

BasisteppedoutandgotBamewithhisplate,

Batsilejumpedinthecarandreversedthenhedrove

off...
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AtAmane'sHouse....

MeanwhileDiamondfellasleepandstoppedsucking,

Amanepulledoutherbreastandlaidthebabynext

toherbeforereachingovertoswitchoffthe

headlight.Shedidn'tevenhavethestrengthtoput

herbackinthecotandjustdozedoff....

Afaintknockonthedooralmostinterruptedherbut

shedozedoffandtherewasabang.Shejumped

andlookedaroundyawning,shecheckedthetime...

Aminuteafteroneinthemorning.Theknocking

continuedthensheputonhergownandquietlywent

tothewindowwhereshepeakedthroughthe

window.Sherolledhereyesandstoodbehindthe

doortyinghergown.

Amane:Whatdoyouwant?

Batsile:Bula...

Amane:Batsileyou'remakingmattersworse,can
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youpleasegoaway.Idon'tknowwhereDifeishe

mightbehereanytime.

Batsile:Kebatogetsekoclubbong.I'm surehewent

home.Bulathemma...Igotyoudijotsa

mamchechachos,itsyourfavouritespice...

Amane:I'm notopening,gohome.Areyoudrunk?

Batsile:I'dnevercometothekidsdrunk,bulathe

mma...

Amane:You'rewakingtheneighbours

Batsile:Bulaee,mmekeboneSunshine...Isshe

sleeping?

Amane:Sheissleeping,ntseanya.

Batsile:Chaseorobetse?Openthedooripromisei

won'ttouchyou.I'llputmyhandsinthepockets.

Amane:Yeah,ibelieveyou.

Batsile:Sarcasm OK.

Amane:Batsiletherramphesebakakerobale,

Diamondiswakingupin2hoursineedtosleep.

Batsile:Bula,ipromiseiwon'tmakenoise.I'llwalkin



Iam

likeamouse.Ijustwanttoseeyoueatthis.

Shesighedandopenedthedoorthenshegrabbed

theboxfrom hishandtoquicklyclosebuthe

blockedthedoorwithhisfootandsteppedin

lookingather.Helockedthedoorandswitchedthe

lights,hesmiledlookingatherbreastfeeding

breastsinhersleepshirtandthedoekaroundher

head,nomakeuporanything...Justhernursing

motherglowingskin...

Batsile:Eish...Wow...

Amanesighedandwalkedawayashefollowedher,

shesatonthebedandtookthefirstbitewhilehe

walkedinChase'sroom andpulleduphisduvet

beforewalkingbackinthebedroom..

Amane:Batsiletherraakootsamaewenago

bosigo...(sighed)Eishwaitsennagakebatedingalo.
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Ithelaereosenagonwaabeotaogopotsekwano

masigo,oneofthesedaysyou'llfindmewithDife

andgetmeintrouble.Iatethemeatsoyoucango,

keaotsela.Diamondiskeepingmeup..

Therewasaknockonthedoor,herheartskippedas

sheclosedtheboxandstoodup.Shemovedthe

curtainsandlookedatDife..

Amane:(whispered)It'shim.Whereisyourcar?

Batsile:2yardsaway,iwalkedhere.

Thedoorunlockedandopened,Batsilelooked

aroundandrubbedhismouth,sheopenedthe

wardrobedoorsthenheraninside,shethrewthe

boxinsideandclosedthedoorthensheperfumed

theroom beforejumpinginbedandclosingher

eyes...

Thebedroom dooropenedthenDifewalkedinand
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satontheedgeofthebed,hetookoffhisshoesand

slidinbed..

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Amandatossedandturnedthenshereachedforher

phoneandcheckedthetime,almost3am now...She

dialedBasimaneandsatontheedgeofthebedas

thecoldnightbreezebouncedonherback.

Basimane:Hello?

Amanda:...

Tearsfilledhertearsaswordschokedherthenshe

putherhandoverhereyescrying...

Basimane:Amanda?What'sgoingon?Areyoutwo

fighting?
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Amandasniffledandrubbedhereyesgatheringher

strength..

Amanda:Whereishe?

Basimane:HewasattheclubwithBameandSimba

butihadtogogetBame.Idon'tknowwherehewent.

Amanda:ThewayyourbrotheristreatingIswearI'm

goingtokillhim,eitherwithaheartattackormy

barehandsbecauseidon'tseemyselfwalkingout

ofthisstronglikeotherpeople.Iknowthat

yesterdayiharassedunnecessarily,iknow...Kea

itsegorekemothoketsebothoandI'm sorrybutfor

him toactlikeheisinnocent.Ialsoknowthatthere

isnowayBatsilecancheatwithoutyourknowledge

butitsOK...It'sfine.

Basimane:AmandayoumustunderstandthatI'm

Batsile'sbigbrotherevenifhedoessomethinghe

wouldneverstraightupadmitittomelikehewould

withBame,myagedifferencewiththem makesit

hardtohavecertainconversationswithhim.You
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pickedupthisfoolwhenhewasreadytogiveupin

womenwhywouldibepartofhisfoolishness?

Amanda:Thenwhyaren'tyouhelpingusthen?

Basimane:Ididn'tknowitwasthisbad,ithoughthe

camehome.I'llcallhim andtellhim tocomehome

soyoucanbothtalk.Iknowhelistenstome.

Amanda:Ok,thankyou.

Basimane:I'm reallysorrythatyouthinkI'dbepartof

suchchildishbehaviourbutkemogoloAmanda.I

maynothavealotbutBatsileknowsnottoadmit

certainthings,lehankamoithelalengwanahe

wouldneveradmitgoreodiradilotseo,maybeto

BameyesbutI'm waytoooldforthem tobehavein

acertainmannerinfrontofme.LeeneBameasa

utwejaanahewouldnevermisbehaveinfrontofme.

Amanda:Iunderstand,sorryforthe

misunderstanding.

Basimane:It'sok,I'lltalktohim.

Amanda:Gonemmeifimayaskwhat'shissituation

withAmaneandherchildren?
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Basimane:NnaBatmankemmoditsehelasantse

AmanealemotsetsiaratagochekaSunshine,idid

askcauseitwasjustweirdbuthejustsaidbigbro

whyonkakanyetsalikethatblablaanddismissedit.

You'renotcrazytosuspectcauseI'm withyoubut

hehasneveropenlyadmittedanythingtome.Hedid

sayheisdisappointedinyoubelittlinghim,i

understandyou'reangrybutwordssaidneverreturn

sarialosekgoaakere?Lehokogaleboe

Amanda:Heisnotlying,imisbehavedand

disrespectedhim.Iwillapologise

Basimane:No,emapelekaapology.I'lltalktohim

thenhewilltakeitfrom therebutifannastubborn

apologiseandgivehim thespace.Ifheissmittenhe

willhurtyoubeyondandyoudon'twanttodothat

yourself.

Amanda:Ok,iunderstand.

Basimane:Letmecallhim...

Shehungupandsighedlayingdownasshesneezed.
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AtAmane'sHouse....

MeanwhileAmanelaidonhersidebreastfeedingthe

babyasDifepulleddownherpanties..

Amane:Pleasedon't,youcan'thavesexwithme

whenyou'renottalkingtome.Idon'tevenknow

whereyou'recomingfrom.

Heletgoofherandsighedlayingonhisback

lookingup...

Dife:Whenwereyougoingtotellmeit'shischildren?

Amane:They'reyours.

Dife:Haveyoueversleptwithhim aftermeetingme?

Amane:No

Dife:Hashemademovesonyou

Amane:Notreally.
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Dife:Icameherebecauseithoughtyou'llconfess

thenwecanfixthingsbutclearlyyou'rewillingtodie

withyoursecrets.I'm notthetypethatgetsplayed

byafarm girllikeyou.Ishouldhaveknownyoucan

takeheroutofthecattlepostbutthecattlepostwill

neverleaveher.You'reincapableofimprovingand

actinglikeawife...Butthenigotyoufrom him with

money,youdon'tdolove...It'sallaboutmoney.Now

hehasmoremoneythanmeheissuddenly

attractiveandnotviolentlikeyousaidhewas..

You'reagolddigger.

Amane:Nthogahelaoipeepelo,olebegaotetse...

Dife:I'm not...

Hegotupandsatontheedgeofthebedthenhe

grabbedhercarkeysandstoodup...

Dife:I'm takingthiscar,iboughtitbecauseithought

it'sformychildren.Nowthatthey'renotmineyou

canfindwaystosupportthem.
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Amane:Youmademesellmycar

Dife:Youshouldn'thaveacceptedmineknowing

you'reusingme.

Heputonhisshoesandleft.Meanwhileinthe

wardrobeBatsiletextedbackandforthwithhisbig

brother...

Basimane:You'rethemostungratefulpersonI've

evermet.Ican'tbelieveyou'reafterAmaneafter

whatshedid

Batsile:Outofcuriosity,isitwomenwhoare

supposedtoforgivemenonly?Akerebathotholaba

itshwarelabathomo,whycan'tyouforgether

mistakes?I'm notevensayingiwantAmanebutwhy

musthermistakehangoverherhead.Ithreatened

herandshegotbittenbydogsbecauseofme,not

oncehasshementionedoranyoneinherfamilysaid

anythingtomeaboutit.Can'tweforgetthepast?

Basimane:GohomeandfaceAmandawiththetruth.
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Solveorpartwayspeacefullylikeadults.Idon'tlike

lovetrianglesbecausetheyalwaysendinmurderor

someoneinjail.

Batsile:Ok,I'llgo.

Basimane:Whereareyou?

Batsile:Atafriend'shouse.I'm leaving.

Basimane:Ifosantseontotakekopagoreodire

dilolikesomeoneyourage.You'readirector,actlike

one.

Batsile:Keautwa.Iunderstand.

Amaneopenedthewardrobedoorsthenhestoodup

andstoleakissasshesteppedback,hesmiledand

steppedout....

Amane:Ineedtosleep,pleasego.

Heheldherwaistandleanedoverkissingherasthe

babybeguncrying,sheturnedaroundandwalked
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backtothebedwhereshelaidnexttoDiamondand

gaveherthebreast.Batsilelaidbehindherand

kissedhernecklookingatthebabyfeeding.He

unzippedhisjeansandpulledouthisdicthenpulled

herpantiesasideandmovedcloser...

Amane:Therraemapelekeamusengwana

Hepulledherhipsandmovedcloserashiswhole

anacondaslippedbetweenherthighspoking

throughwhileshepinnedherelbowbreastfeeding

andoilingthebaby'snostrils.

Batsile:(grunted)Ohfuck...

Heliftedherbuttandguidedhiswaisttowardsher

shavedclosedlips.

Amane:Batsiletherrakanangwanaomonny-

uuuhhhh....
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

EarlythatmorningAmandatookalongbathanddid

hermakeupnudesittingbeforethemirrorthenshe

ironedheruniform thoughtfully.Thosetearshad

driedandshemanagedtosurvivethenight...

Shestoodbeforethemirrorputtingonherbodysuit

thenshepulledupherslackandbuttoneditaround

herslim waist.BellaPoarch'sBuildabitchplayedon

thehometheaterasshepickedherblazerupand

sighedbrushingitdown.Wasitthissonggivingher

thatstrengthorhadshejustcriedallhertears?She

smiledatherself,morelikelaughingatherself...

Howdidsheevengethere...Tothisbrokenstage...

Sheleanedoverandputonhereyelashesbefore

contouringherfaceandsmilingatheradvocate

reflectiononthemirror...
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Amanda:(singing)

Thisain'tbuildabitch

Youdon'tgettopickandchoose

Differentassandbiggerboobs

Ifmyeyesarebrownorblue

Thisain'tbuildabitch

I'm filledwithflawsandattitude

Soifyouneedperfect,I'm notbuiltforyou

BobtheBuilderbrokemyheart

ToldmeIneedfixing

SaidthatI'm justnutsandbolts

Lotofpartsweremissing... Lalalala!

Acarstoppedoutsidethenshestoppedthemusic

andsprayedperfumeonherself.Batsilewalkedin
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slowlywithalongface,sheturnedandlookedat

him...

Amanda:Hey...

Batsile:Hi...

Amanda:I'm sorryforbeingrudeyesterday,iwas

outofline.I'llhaveitfixedtoday...

Batsilelookedatherhighheelsandthewholeattire,

shedidn'tevenseem likesomeonewhowascrying

orplanningonfixingthis.

Batsile:What'sgoingon?

Amanda:I'm goingtomeetaclientforacasereview.

Heisbeingchargedwithillegalpossessionofa

firearm,heisalittletroublemaker.

Batsile:Dressedlikethat?

Amanda:Likewhat?
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Batsile:Canyoutakeadayoffsowe-

Amanda:Ican't,Iwaitedforyouallnightandyou

didn'tanswermycallsnowihavetopaythebillsand

putaroofovermyhead.

Shenoticedahickeyonhisneckandsteppedcloser

massagingit...

Amanda:Youhavealovebiteontheneck,nexttime

tellhertogoeasyonyourskin.

Shestretchedupandkissedhim thenshewalked

out...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Batsileleanedoverthemirrorlookingathisneck,he

rubbedthebitebutitwouldn'tcomeoffthenhe

headedtothewardrobeandputonhissweater

zippingituptocoverhisneckbeforesittingonthe

bedthoughtfully.Heputhishandsoverhisfaceand

sighed...KnowingAmandaitwasn'tover,hewas

goingtopaydearly...Unless?...unlessshewasdone

withtherelationship.Washeevenreadytolosea

womanofherleague...Besidesthatattitudethere

wasanunimaginablesupportsystem rightthere,

somethinghewasn'tsurehehadwithAmane.

Amandanevercheatednotevenoncedespite

workingwithlawyersandjudgeswhosurely

salivatedover...Ifthisishowfarshepushedhim in

just2yearswhoknowswherehemightbein10

years...Fuck!Hesighedagainrubbinghisfaceand
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droppedbackonthebeddialingher.

Amanda:Kemotrafficking,I'llbeintheofficein10

minutesyoucancallbythen.

Batsile:Eemma

Itwasevenweirdhowshewasn'tevenangry,orwas

thisatrap?Hehungupandsighedlyingonhisback

thoughtfullythenhisphonerang.

Batsile:Hello?

Voice:Didyouforgetyourmeetingwiththe

marketingteam?

Batsile:Shit!Tellthem I'llbetherein10minutes.

Hehungupandhurriedinthebathroom wherehe

tookaquickshower...
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AtAmanda'sOffice...

LaterthatafternoonAmandaeditedthecontractand

printedthenshestoodupandpickeditfrom the

printerwhileherclientsandtheirwitnessessaton

thechairs.

Amanda:Kindlyreadthisdocument,itstatesyou

havereceived70Kandthebalanceis30Kwhichwill

bepaidwhenLandboardhascompletedtheproperty

transfertothebuyer.Readthewholecontractbefore

signing..

Theclientsreadthedocumentsandbegunsigning..

Amanda:Gorayagorewhenyou'redonebuilding

thatoneroom theapplicationcanbesubmittedthen

wecarryon.

All:Thankyou.
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Amanda:Haveagoodday...

Theyallwalkedoutasshestoodupandfiledher

copies,thedooropenedthenanotherclientwalked

inunbuttoninghissuitjacketashesatdownandput

hislegoverhiskneebeforelookingathisRolex

watch...

Him:Goodafternoon...

Amanda:Ithoughtyousaidyou'llneverbeintrouble

againMrTaylor

Him:yeah,eish...

Amanda:Whathappened?A

Him:Ok,ivisitedafriendofmineathisranchandhe

happenedtohaveseveralguns.Youknowiam a

guncollectorsoipickedoneforareasonableprice

butdaysbackthepolicetookitandchargedmewith

unlawfulpossession

Amanda:Whyisn'titregistered?
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Him:Idon'tknow

Amanda:Youfailedtothink

Him:Sorry

Amanda:Didyousayanythingtothepoliceonthe

interrogation?

Him:No,toldthem tocallmylawyer.Igavethem

yournumberabebarekemakgakga

Amanda:(laughed)Ija...

Shesighedpullingherchairandsatdownlookingat

him..

Him:Sotellme,ifichangelawyerswillyoustill

rejectmymoonwatchingoffer?

Amanda:Yeah,butnotbecauseyou'remyclient.

Mostlybecauseyoucan'tseem tostayawayfrom

troubleTefo,gaoutwe.

Tefo:Twochargesofunlawfulpossessionibileke

sekebekwanebathong?
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Amanda:Yes,osekebekwa.

Helookedatherforamomentandsmiledlooking

away...

Tefo:WhatifI'm yoursoulmate?

Shelookedathim andcrackedlaughingthenhe

laughed.

Amanda:(sighed)Anywaysbacktobusiness...I'm

goingtotellyouonelasttime.Stayawayfrom

trouble,itwillhurtyourbusiness.Idon'tknowwhat

yourobsessioniswithgunswhenyou'rein

Botswana.Nobodyhasagunhere,keipotsawhat's

theuseofagun.

Tefo:Amandaigothijackedtwice,3breakinsinthe

last2years.

Amanda:I'llfindyouasecuritycompanytoinstall
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somecamerasandstuff.It'sbetterthanhavinga

gun.I'm reallyseriousaboutthis...Doyoueven

understandme?

Tefo:Eemma,iunderstand.

Shesighedandshookherheadasherphonerang..

Amanda:Hello?

Amane:I'm planningtogotomygrandparentsfora

coupleofdayssoIwasthinkingyoushouldcomedo

theDNAthingbeforeigo.

Amanda:(lookedatherwatch)I'llmeetyoutherein

20minutes.

Amane:Bye.

Shehungupandsighedwithalongface,burying

herselfinworkhadjustmadeherforgether

bedroom situationbutnowhereitwas.
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Tefo:Areyouok?

Amanda:(quicklyputonasmile)Yeah...Let'scarry

on...

Shesighedandtuckedherhair....

Atthetestingcentre...

LateronAmandapulledintotheparkinglotandtook

aminuteinthecarleaningoverthesteeringwheel,

tearsburnedhereyesbutsheleanedbackand

lookedatherselfonthemirror...Shecarefully

dubbedhertearswithatissueandfixedherface

beforegettingoutofthecar.

Shewalkedinthebuildinginherhighheelsthough

thistimetheyfeltabitheavy,sheyearnedforpumps

butsheknewinherstateitwouldbeabadidea.Her

phoneranginthehandbagassheapproachedthe

slidingdoors,shefishedforherphoneandpicked
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walkingtowardsthereceptionsofas...

Amanda:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,ican'tconcentrateonwork...Kethotse

kekgaogapelothewholeday.Theguiltis

consumingme.Pleasesaysomething...Letmein

yourhead.

Amanda:I'm waitingforAmane,sheiscomingwith

yourchildren.Ijustwantthetruthbecausenoone

aroundhereiswillingtotellmethetruth.

Batsile:Hagokadiregaphosoabegotwekebame

wagoreng?

Amanda:I'llsacrificemyhappinessformynieceand

nephewsotheycangrowupwithbothparents.

MaybeiftheywerestrangersI'dactcrazybutI'm

justdefeated.It'slikeamovie...Onedayyouhavea

sweetmanthenextdayyoudon'tevenknowwho

youaredating.Iwishyoucouldbeamanandtellme

thetruthinsteadofmakingmepayandgothrough

allthese.GontirisadiDNAtestkegontshema

sematahelabecauselonaleaitse.
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Batsile:You'reright...I'm makingaturnintothe

parkinglot.Pleasecomeoutside.

Amanda:Ok

Shehungupandstoodupthenshewalkedoutof

thebuildingheadingtotheparkinglotashepulled

intotheparkingshade.

Batsilesteppedoutandclosedthedoorlookingat

herassheapproached.Hefoldedhisshirtsleeves

andputbothofhishandsoverhismouthasshe

walkedintotheshade.

Amanda:Hi..

Batsile:Hey...

Sheleanedagainstthecarandandfoldedherarms

lookingathim.
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Batsilelookedinhereyesandslowlygotonhis

kneesbeforeher,herheartshutteredasatear

quicklyrandownhercheekthensherubbedit

lookingathim holdingherlegsstillonhisknees

thenherestedhisfacebetweenherthighs...

Batsile:I'm sorry,IwascarelessandI'venoexcuses.

They'rebothmine..

Amanda:Yousleptwithherlastnightagainright?

Batsile:Iwasdrunk,butI'm notmakingexcuses.

Amanda:Emakadinao..

Heslowlystoodupanddustedhispantsknees

lookingather...

Amanda:Ialsohavesomethingtotellyou.

*

*
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Batsile:What?

Amanda:Mycheckupwasyesterday.Icalledyouso

manytimessowecandiscusswhathesaidbutyou

weretoobusyforme.ThegynaecologistsaysI'm

finethenheaskedmetocomewithyoujustlikethe

firstdoctorwantedyourspermstobescreened.

Batsile:Whatareyousaying?

Amanda:Hewasimplyingtheproblem mightbe

from youbuthedidsaywhenamanishaving

difficultyimpregnatingchancesofitbeingfixedare

highwiththerightmedication.ThewayAmaneis

surethechildrenaren'tyoursidon'tknowifthey're

yourskanabagaDife.HaveyoudoneaDNAtestto

confirm this?

Batsile:No,ijustknowthey'remine.

Amanda:Ehe,maybeyoursperm andmyovary

weren'tjustcompatible.Whateveritisiappreciate
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yourhonesty.Evenifitcameaftermebeggingyoui

appreciatethatyoufinallymadetherightdecision

andtoldmethetruth.Iwillstayawayfrom youand

Amanesoyoucanbothraiseyourchildrenwithout

drama...Iwashappywhenimetyouwithout

children.I'vealwayshatedbabymamadramaandi

prefermenwithoutchildrenjusttoavoidthatkindof

nonsensesbecause90%ofbabymamasjustcan't

seem togetovertheirbabydaddies.

Batsile:Wait,sothedoctorthinksI'm theproblem?

Amanda:I'm sureyou'renot,akereosureit'syour

children.I'llseewithmynextboyfriendisI'm the

problem.

Batsile:Can'twetryworkingthisout...Iknowi

messedupbutI'm sorry.

Amanda:IforgiveyoubutIcan'tbewithyou,I'm

goingtocrywhilemovingon..Don'tbefooledbymy

voice,I'm actuallybreakingdown,I'm hurtbutIwon't

bewithyounotafterthis.

Sheturnedandunlockedhercarthenheopenedthe
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doorforher,shegotinandsatasheclosedthe

door...

Batsile:I'llcallyou

Amanda:Pickyourclothesfrom myhousebefore

8pm.I'm goingtoyourhousenowtogetmythings.I

willgiveyouthemysetofkeyswhenyoupickup

yourthings.

Shestartedthecarandreversedashelookedather

withalongface.Somuchconfusionhewasn'tsure

whattothinkanymore,didhejustloseherjustlike

that?Nahman,shewasprobablyjoking...Women

alwaysforgivethesekindsofthings,she'ddefinitely

comearound.

HeturnedbacktohiscaranddialedAmane...

Amane:Hello?
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Batsile:Whereareyou?

Amane:Walkingtowardsthecenter,ihadtotakea

taxi.Difetookmycar.Amandaiscallingme,let

answerher.

Shecutthecallthenhesighedandleanedback

waiting,staringatthedashboardhisthoughts

wonderedoff...Whatactualproofdidhehavethat

theywerehisanyways.Whatifhewasactuallythe

problem andhefuckeduphisrelationshipwith

Amane...Can'ttrustAmanetobuildafuturewith

especiallywiththebusinessthatsolelydependedon

tourist.Hecouldwakeupbrokeandloseherbut

Amanda...Amandaisstability...Stability.Thephone

interruptedhisthoughtsthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Amane:Shesayssheleftandshedoesn'tneedthe

DNAtestanymore.

Batsile:Ineedit,whereareyou?
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Amane:Infrontofbuilding.

Batsile:(steppedoutofthecar)I'm coming

Hehungupandlockedthecarwalkingin...

Inside...

BatsileandAmanewaitedinsideasChasesaton

Batsile'slaptouchinghisface,Batsilerubbedhisoily

cheekandfixedhisdiaper..

Batsile:Chase?

Chase:Chase...

HeturnedhisheadlookingatAmaneassheheldthe

babyinherarmsanxiously...

Batsile:Areyouok?
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Amane:Ijustwanttofindoutwhatisgoingon.I

thoughtiknewforsurethey'reyours.Thereisno

wayChaseisnotyours.I'm notsurewithDiamond

butwithChasekesurecauseyoucamefirst.

Batsile:Unlessijusthaveweakspermsdihetilweke

tsagaDife,fertilisationtakesupto3days.Maybein

that3daysDifeovertookme...

Amane:It'simpossible

Batsile:NnyaammeChaseeneismine,maybe

DiamondyeahcauseDifeandiwerejustgoingback

andfourth.

Amane:ButkanaDifeneversleptwithmethatweek,

herespectsbotsetsiandasfarasIrememberke

wenaoithelaoratagophakelakesantsekelemo

ntungabeobataibileihavetogetamorningafter

pill.Ihaven'tsleptwithDifesoitwoulddefinitelybe

yours.

Batsile:WhatifI'm infertilemmegone?Don'ttake

pillspelekebone

Amane:I'm notyourtestingkittotawenaithelao

tsayadilosimplehejaanakeeng?
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Batsilesighedleaningbackasthedoctorwalkedin

puttingonhisglovesandopenedaswabpack.

Doctor:(sighed)Ok,letmecollectyoursamples,

theywillbesenttothelabwheretheywillbe

processed.

Batsile:Howlongdoesittaketogettheresults?

Doctor:3days,openyourmouth...

Batsileopenedhismouthandthedoctorswabbed

him,heputinsideandlabelledthepackaccordingly

thenhetooktheotherswabfrom Chase'smouth...

Doctor:Chase?Openwidemyboy...

Hecollectedandlabelledhim beforemovingtothe

baby.
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Doctor:Ok,wearedone.Iwillgiveyoutwoacallas

soonaswehavetheresultsbutifyouwantthem

emailedordeliveredtoyourofficeorhousewecan

alsoarrangeforthat.

Batsile:Anemailwilldoforme.Itsquicker,ireally

needtoknowassoonaspossible.

Doctor:(noteditdown)Ok,wewillusetheemail

addressonyourorderform.Andyouma'am?

Amane:Iguessanemailisfinetoo.

Doctor:Thankyou.Haveawonderfulday

Both:Thankyou...

Theyeachwalkedoutcarryingthechildrenand

headedtotheparkinglot.

Amane:I'm goingtothefarm,mygrandmotherisnot

wellsoihavetogohelpmygrandfathercausei

don'thaveclientsatthemoment.

Batsile:What'syourplanforthecar?
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Amane:Isavethroughafixedaccountsoican't

immediatelyaccessthefunds,butI'm sureI'llgeta

carin6monthsespeciallybecauseitsawedding

andpartyseasonsomyclientswillbeendless.

Batsile:Youcanusemycarinthemeantime.

Amane:Whatifthey'renotyourchildrenoipolaisa

gowalker?

Batsile:It'snotaboutthepaternityofthechildren,i

careaboutyouanditfeelsrighttohelpyouout.The

goodthingaboutbeingaherdboyisthatihaveno

problem goingmonthswithoutacarbecausekedilo

tsekedibonetsengbotoneng.Everyoneisturning

theirbackonyouandunfortunatelyformeican'tdo

thattoyou...Besidesigotyouintothismess.You

didn'twanttocheatandididn'twanttotakenofor

ananswer,ijusthadsexwithyouontseoganaso...

Hesighedlookinginhereyesastheystoodnextto

thecarthenheleanedoverandhuggedherrubbing

herback.
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Amane:Thankyou..

Batsile:Sure

Heopenedthedoorforherthenshesatintheback

seatwiththechildrenwhilehegotinthedriver'sseat

anddroveout...

Amane:Amandaareng?Waitsekeagoilwake

batho,idon'tevenknowhowI'm goingtofacethe

worldwiththis.

Batsile:Don'tworryaboutAmanda,I'llhandleher.

Justfocusonthechildren.Difeenedon'tcontact

him untiltheresultscomeoutnegativeformecause

hewillneedtoknowifheisthefather.I'm nottrying

tostealhiskidsbutifthey'remineI'llbegladthis

cameout.Ihatekeepingsecretsandlovingmy

childreninsecretwasnotenoughforme.Atleast

nowicanbreath..

Amane:Ihopethey'reyours,Difeismoodyandwhen

heismoodyhedoesn'tgivememoneyforthe
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childrenevenwhenhethoughtthey'rehis.Itwillbe

difficulttoparentwithhim afterdoinghim wrong

becausehewillevenpunishmychildren.Gaa

ngadileongalelalebanatota.Chasewouldwantto

playhim withhim whenheismoodyandhe'djust

pushhim off.That'swhyChaselikedplayingwith

youatshabaDifebecauseheismoody.

Batsile:Idon'tunderstandmathakababangalang,

thoughtitsagirlthingbutireallyhopeyoudon't

havetodealwithhim.

Shesighedandleanedbacklookingoutthewindow...

AtAmandaAttorneys....

LaterthatafternoonBasimanepulledintothe

parkinglotandsteppedoutofthecabastheradio

calledin.

Heapproachedtheemptyreception,andleanedover
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thentherewassoundsofpapersinside.Heleaned

overandtherewasababyleaningintheshelf,she

gotoutandheliftedhiseyebrows...Itwasactuallya

younglady,shewasjustadwarf....

Her:(smiled)Hi,sorryididn'thearyouwalkingin.

Mayihelpyou?

Shestruggledtogetonthechair,watchingherget

onthechairwaslikewatchinga5yearoldclimbup

thechairandhealmostlaughedasshepressedthe

chairanditliftedheruptohiseyelevel...

Basimane:Whoboughtthischair?

Her:Myboss

Basimane:Didsheknowshewasgoingtohire

semponyimponyi?

Thesmileonherfacedissolvedassheglaredat
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him..

Her:Whatthefuckdoyouwant?

Basimane:(laughed)Shesaidfuck...Youshouldn't

curse,it'sforolderpeople.Sohowoldareyou?

Her:I'm callingsecurity,wantwaelamonnakewena

Basimane:(smiled)Emapele,okI'm sorry...

Shehadinnocenteyesandherlittlecleavagedrew

him in,hecouldonlyimaginethetightnessofthat

pussyorevensuspendingherontheairshovinghis

wholedickinsideher..

Basimane:DoyouknowanactresscalledAmari

Gold?SheactskoXvideos,heishwaitseyourfaces

lookexactlythesame.

Her:Xvideoskeeng?

Basimane:(smilednaughty)Nevermind,sowhat's

yourname?
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Her:Summer

Basimane:Beautifulnameforabeautifulgirl...

Summer:Ompiditsesemponyimponyidon'tevenget

smartwithme,canihelpyou?

Basimane:(smiled)Semponyimponyisamebanna,o

montegore

Summer:Canihelpyou?

Helookedupattheshelveslabelledcalendar...

Basimane:CanihaveAmandaAttorneyscalendar?

Shepulleddownherchairthenshesteppedonthe

boxreachingforitashertoppulledshowinghertiny

gstringbutshecouldn'treachit.

Sheturnedaroundlookingforoneofhercolleagues

butnoonewasaround,Basimanesmiledwatching
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herandrestedhischeekonhispalm smiling..

Summer:Canyoukindlygetithere?

Basimane:(smiled)Idon'twantit.Ijustwantedto

seeyourtinyass..

Hesteppedoverputtinghishandsunderneathher

armpitsandpickedherupthenheputheronhiship

likeshewasababy.

Summer:Putmedown!

Basimane:Shobenas!Shobeshobe

Hethrewupandcaughtherbeforeputtingherdown,

sheangrilypunchedhisfootandwalked

disappearedbehindthereceptiondeskthenhe

leanedinlookingatherasshefixedherhair.
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Basimane:Canidropyouhomeafterwork?

Summer:Nothankyou,andstoptreatingmelikea

toy.

Basimane:Givemeyournumberorkeagotsholetsa

ketsamayakawenaabekegotogelaatthegate.

Summer:No

Hewalkedaroundthereceptiontowardsherthen

shestaggeredbacklaughing...

Summer:(laughed)Ok,fine!71

Helaughedandtookdownhernumberthenhe

pagedher...

Basimane:I'm callingincaseyou'regivingmea

wrongnumber.(itrang)Goodgirl...Anywaysicame

toseeAmanda,imadeanappointment
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Summer:(laughed)Thisside.

Basimane:Whenigetbackkeagotsholetsakesia

kawena!

TheylaughedashewalkedtowardsAmanda'sOffice

andknocked.Sherespondedthenhewalkedinand

tookaseatbeforeputtinghisfundapplicationon

herdesk.

Basimane:Ijustcompletedthisapplication,iwantto

haveatourcompany.Ineedatleastsprintertse3

andoneoffroader.Canyoucheckifiusedproper

Englishandsubmittedeverythingneeded?

Amandatookhispapersasheleanedbackand

textedSummer.

Basimane: Sooweiyabobokaehelatsalaame?

{ Sohowmuchdoyouthinkyouweighfriend}
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Summer: Fosektherra.Mxm!{ Fuckoff,

mxm!}

Helaughedtexting...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmanda'sOffice...

LateronAmandaandBasimanewalkedoutofthe

office...

Basi:Howareyouholdingup?

Amanda:I'm broken,ididn'texpecthim toactually

admitthey'rehischildren.Itstillfeelslikeadream

butI'llbefine.Iactcrazywhenidon'tcryoutmy

frustrationsoI'm gladicriedthewholenight

becausenowicanthinkclearly.I'm oneofthose

peoplewhoactuallyfeelbetteraftercrying...Crying

istherapeuticthenlisteningtomusicaftergivesme

strength.Ididn'twanttosharemyproblemswithmy

sistersbecausetheyneverapprovedmyrelationship

withBatsile.
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Basi:Why?

Amanda:Becauseaccordingtothem andour

mother,asister'sexboyfriendisnodifferentfrom

theboyfriend.Heisanogoarea,nowtheythinki

candatetheirexsandtheydon'tunderstandmy

situationwithBatsile.

Basi:Mmegoneyouknowitwaswrongright?Ican

neversleepwithawomanwhom anyofmybrothers

sleptwith,itsanunstatedrule..Ronatotagrowing

upweusetofallforthesamegirlsbutwhichever

brotherislikedbythegirlwins.Wecannevergo

afterhereveniftheydidn'tevengoasfaraskissing.

BatsileandBamearetheluckyonesbecausethey

aregoodlookingandtheyhaveskillsforthegirls...

SothisothertimethegirlwentoutwithBameand

sherealisedhewasn'tseriousabouther,shecame

tometalkingaboutsettlingdownandall.Iwas

havingadryseason...Kemothoyoobonyamo

dilongtsamaratobecausegakeineesepeandihate

itwhenawomansaysketaabonagorekedirajang

kagologa...Sowhenshestartedhittingonmeihad

notevenhadsexinayear.Iknewicouldn'tbut
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temptationereatleastgetthefreesex...Istill

couldn't.Itoldherican'tandthatwasthebest

decisionofmylifebecauseisexseparatessiblings.

ImaginehowcloseyouandAmanewouldbeifit

wasn'tforBatsileandDife...Idon'tmeantosound

rudebutsomeex'sendupgettingbacktogetherand

fixingthings.Howdoyoudothatwhenasisterisin

themiddleofit?

Amanda:WhichiswhyI'm eliminatingmyselffrom

thisequation,totaiblamemyselfbecauseiwanted

him.Heprobablydidn'twantmeorwouldhavenever

approachedmeespeciallyiflenalethatcodeas

brothers.Nnatotagakemotholegolatolagakele

phoso,keiponaphoso.Batsilekemonna,okasemo

ofarefreekukuabeagana.I'm atfaultandI'm out.I

don'tevenblameAmane.I'm endingthedrama.

Basi:Ilikethat...(smiledlookingather)Youknowi

wishyouwereoursisteroratleastsisterinlaw

undergoodcircumstances.Itwouldbeinteresting

mmeoskarelatha.Weshouldkeepthisfriendship

evenwithBatsile,heisnothingwithoutyou.

Amanda:Yeah,idon'tholdgrudges.I'llstayaway
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from him fornowjustsoicanrecoverbecauseene

keamorata.Lovedoesn'tjustdiewhenyoubreak

up,gettingoverhim isaprocessbutassoonasI'm

doneI'llbehere.I'llbedoingyourinheritancecase

stillwithoutachargesonoworries.

Basi:Ok,thankssis

Amanda:Sure

Basi:(smiled)So...WhatkindofapersonisAmari?

Amanda:(confused)Amari?

Basi:(sighed)nxeh,sorry...ImeantSummer

Amanda:(laughed)ohher,sheisahardworker...

Wassherude?

Basi:No,justasking.Onaleboyfriend?

Amanda:(laughed)UhbathongBasiyou'retoobig

forherhle,ican'timagineyouontopofherletaa

bolaangwanawabatho.Doessheevendate?Idon't

know...Keasisimoga.Ineverimaginedherdoing

thedatingthing.

Basi:(laughed)Howoldisshe?
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Amanda:22,shejustgraduated.

Basi:Kemosadimothoyo

Amanda:BasibathongSummerogoemaha

lengolengthe,I'm surekukukenneunyanahela..

Waitseompuisadilohela.

Basi:(laughed)Haveagoodday,I'm gladicame

here...

Amandaturnedbacktoheroffice,Basiwalkedalong

thepassageandintothereceptionwhereSummer

waspickingsomepapersonthefloor.Hepickedher

upandwalkedallthewaytothedoorthenheputher

downandranoffasshethrewhim withherlip

gloss...

MeanwhileAmandaclosedtheofficedoorandsat

downtiltingherofficechairswingingaround

thoughtfullythenshepickedherphoneanddialed

Tefo.
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Tefo:Hello?

Amanda:Doesthatmoonwatchingofferstillstand

forthisevening?

AtUB....

KanakoandOnewalkedintherefectorycarrying

theirfilesandjoinedthequeue..

One:Whattimeareyougoingtothelabtocheckon

yourexperiment?

Kanako:8pm,why?

One:Checkformetherra,Mdalawameoeta.Iwant

togoshavemybushandcleanmyroom.

Kanako:(laughed)Ok,I'llcheckitforyou.

Analbinogirlenteredthroughthedoorandtook

downhersunhatleavinghersunglasseson.That
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360blondeweaveandthemakeupgaveherthat

look...Hecouldn'tevenexplainbutthiswasthe

mostbeautifulalbinohe'deverseen.He'dalways

beenafraidofalbinos...Wellnotafraidbutitwas

awkwardlookingatoneevenwhenhewasyoung

butthisonegirl...Damn...Hewatchedherwalking

overinherheels,shorthighschoolmusicalvibeskirt

andthatblousewithablackwatchonherwristand

amatchingfendibag.

Oneturnedlookingathim thenshelookedatherand

backathim.Sheslappedhischestthenheturned

awayandclearedhisthroat..

One:(laughed)Whydoyoulikestaringather?It's

rude.I'm sureshegetsannoyedwhenpeoplelookat

her.

Kanako:What'shername?Sheisbeautiful.

One:HernameisJune.Sheisactuallynice.

Kanako:Soshewon'tblowmeoffifIsayhi?
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One:idoubt

Shestoppedbehindthem andpressedherphone,

Kanakolookedatherandopenedhismouthtogreet

herbuthechokedonhissalivaandcougheduntil

shemovedtothenexttill...Kanakosighedand

clenchedhisteethasshewalkedoutwithapackof

chipsandputonherhat.Onelookedathim and

laughed...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAmandawalkedinthedarkhouse

andswitchedthelightsontalkingtothephone.

Amanda:Yes,I'm insideyoucandriveoff...(laughed)

Bye,thanksfortakingmeout.Ineededit.Bye

Shehungupandkickedoffhershoesthenshe
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pickedthem upandwalkedtothebedroom untying

herponytail.Sheswitchedthebedroom lightson

andalmostscreamedasBatsilesatonthebed

glaringatherlikehehadbeenwaitingforhours...

Batsile:(angrily)Otswakae?

Amanda'sheartskippedasshelookedathim,that

lookonhisfacewasoneshehadnotseenbefore...

Hewaspissedandboiling.Hestoodupandwalked

overasshesteppedbackholdinghershoestoher

chest.

Amanda:Um...Ithoughtwebrokeup,whatareyou

doinghere?

Batsile:KareotswakaeAmanda?

Shedroppedhershoesandranoutashechased

afterandgrabbedherbythehair,shefellonherbutt

andreachedupgrabbinghiswristssohewouldn't
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pullherhairassheslowlygotonherkneestryingto

getup.

Amanda:Iwentoutwithafriend...What'sgoingon?

You'rescaringme.Weagreedtobreakup.Ifyou

beatmeyou'regoingtojailandyoubetterbelieve

me.

Herheartpoundedasshebreathedheavilytryingto

pushhishandoffherhair...

Amanda:Ntogela,lesapuffyamewampolaya,i

didn'taskyoutocheat.Youdestroyedusnotme...

KegobatelareplacementandI'm nothidingitfrom

you.Kebatileyomongwetodaythesamewaynne

kegobataibileontumetse.Nteserrawampolaya...

(pushinghishands)Togelapuffyame.

*

*

*
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#54

AtAmanda'sHouse...

Batsilepulledherupbytheponytailandthrewheron

thecouch,shepickedtheremoteandsmashediton

hisforeheadthenhejumpedoverchokingher.She

gaggedscratchinghisface,bitingherlowerlipshe

punchedhim onthefacewhilehechokedherthen

shemovedherfootandkickedhisprivates.

Hesliddownandsatonthecarpetwithhishand

overhisballsasshegotupandtiedherponytail

down...

Amanda:Soyouputyourhandsonmeafter

cheatingonme?Wheredoyougetthegutstodo

that?Andinmyhouse?
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Sheangrilyclenchedherteethandvasewhichshe

aimedathishead,heblockedwithhisarm asthe

glassescrackedonhim andcrushedonthefloor.

Henarrowedhiseyesandslappedherthenshe

kickedhim onthestomachandrantothekitchenas

hechasedher,shegrabbedtheknifelurchedathim,

hegrabbedherwristandtwistedherarm asshe

droppeditscreaming...

Amanda:Uhhhhmyarm...You'rebreakingmyarm

Heturnedheraroundpinningherarmsbehindher

thenhelookedinhereyesandslappedhersideto

side...

Batsile:Itoldyouifyoueverputyourhandsonmei

willbeatyou.
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Amanda:Beatmethen,attheendofthedayyou're

goingtoleavemyhouseandanothermanwillbeon

mybedtomorrow.I'm donewithyoua.

Batsile:I'm notdonewithyou

Amanda:Toobad,istartedthisrelationshipsoican

enditanytimeIwant.Kennakegobatileandnow

kebatamonnaomongwe,ontumetseandican't

waittoridehisdick.Leavemyarms...

Hisheartshutteredashelookedatherthenhe

slowlyletgoofher,sherubbedherwristsandfixed

herponytail...

Amanda:Getoutofmyhouse,I'm donewithyouras.

It'sanotherman'sturn,maybehehasmoresense,

I'venotimetowaste.Ineedednothingbutyour

loyaltyanddickbuteventhatwastooexpensivefor

you.Kesaremphemadiorbuildanythingforme.

Justfuckmeandbeloyal,I'lltakecareofmyself

eventakecareofyouifihavetobutno,notBatsile

hehastogofuckmysister.
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Shebentoverpickinguptheknivesandputtingthem

ontheblockashesliddownthekitchenunitandsat

onthefloorwithhisheaddown...

Amanda:Mosimanekareleave!Ihavetocleanany

traceofyoubecauseTefoisnext.Emaoyekogo

Amaneleyegotsholabanaema,skaithomodisa

pelommegaojaAmanewamorotelaojamonate.

Emalennakebatagorotelwakemonnayoostrong

enoughgokaimisaovaryyame.Nnakanagakeweak,

gobatamonnawapootota...Ema!IfyouthoughtI'll

forgiveyouforsleepingwithherthenyou'rewrong.

Youcan'tscaremeibileyoucan'tbeatmebecause

ifyoubeatmeibeatyoubackandifyouoverpower

meireport.EitherwayI'm stillgoingtomoveonwith

Tefo,itouchedhisdickwhenikissedhim inthe

parkinglotheispackingtoo.BannabaMaunlenale

maretetota,itjustkeepsgettingbiggerandbigger.

I'm lookingforwardtothatdick,myeyesareonthe

price.GotoAmanesheistheoneimpressedbyyour

money,igetcharmedbyagooddickandmannerism,
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unfortunatelyyouhavenorespectsooffyougo,in

Tefocomes.I'm tastinghim ifhefucksupI'm

dumpinghim inthegarbageandfindinganotherguy.

I'lldothatuntilifindagoodman.Ifsomeoneliedto

youtellingyouwomenwillwaitandbegyouwell

AmandaisnotyourtypicalAfricangirl.Igiveyou

loyaltyandrespectuntilyoufuckitupthenI'm done!

Emaotsamae!

Batsileremainedseatedwithhisheaddownthenhe

pulledthecollarofhisTshirtoverhisfaceputting

hishandsover...

Amanda:Emaotsamaepapa...Kennakego

batilengontumetseoitsegoreolebeletesoI'm

donewithyou.

Herphoneranginthelivingroom floorthenshe

walkedoutbarefootedfixinghertopbreathing

heavily,shepickeditupandtrappeditbetweenher

shoulderandearwhilesheinspectedherbroken
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nails...

Amanda:Hello?

Tefo:Hey,justtookashowerandI'm abouttogetin

bed.Whatareyoudoing?

Amanda:(smiled)I'm abouttoshower,hadtotake

careofafewthingsfirst.

Tefo:(smiledthinkingaboutherkissandtheway

shereachedforhispackagewhiledoingit)Ican't

stopthinkingaboutthatkiss...You'reagoodkisser,

Godblessallthewomenwhotouchthedickduring

thekissing...

Amanda:(laughed)IwishIcouldrespondtothatbut

ihaveavisitor.

Tefo:Ok,cool.Talktomorrowthen

Amanda:Sure,bye

MeanwhileinthekitchenBatsilerubbedhisreddish

eyesstillsittingonthefloorwithhisbackagainst
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thekitchenunit.HedroppedthewetTshirtand

sniffledstandingupasAmandawalkedin...

Amanda:Getoutofmyhouse,ekareotampuisa

thata.

BatsilewalkedpasthertakingoffhisTshirtand

walkedintheshower.Shesatonthebedwaiting,

minuteslaterhewalkedoutinhisshortsandgotin

bed..

Amanda:Youneedtoleave...

ShepickedherphoneanddialedBasi...

Basi:Hello?

Amanda:Kekopagoreotegotsayamonnaobeforei

destroyhisfuturebyinvolvingthepolice.Ineedhim

outofmyhousebefore11pm becauseineedto
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sleep.

Basi:Givehim thephonekanaompeonloud

speaker.

Shepressedtheloudspeakerbutton...

Basi:Batmanwee?

Batsilepickedapillowandshoveditoverhisface

whileBasispokeonthephone.

Amanda:You'retalkingtoyourself,heputapillow

overhisheadoithibileditsebe.

Basi:I'm coming.

Amanda:Hurryupbecauseafterthewayhetwisted

myarm hebetterbegratefulihaven'tinvolvedthe

police.
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Shehungupandwalkedintheshower,minuteslater

shewalkedoutandsatbythdressingtableinher

pyjamas.

Amanda:Tsogahoo,gakejoleledibabydaddynna.

Hetawagobayabotsetsi..Wankutwalehaoka

itidimatsa.Keipotsanekephaphisiwakeengkego

phosha.I'veloweredmystandardstota,nowI've

beenasuckingadickthat'sbeendippinginsideny

sisterbolotolegone.Washimisa...

Batsile:(withapillowoverhisface)I'm sorry

Amanda:Metoo...Leave.

MinuteslaterBasiandBamewalkedinbuthejust

laidthereasshewalkedinthelivingroom.

Amanda:Heisinthebedroom..
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Theguyswalkedinandsighedlookingathim...

Basi:Batmanlet'sgo,youcheated...Idon't

understandwhatyouthinkgivesyoutherightgo

ganellamontungyangwanawabatho.

Bame:ButAmandaheisjustlyingthereharmless...

Can'tyoujustlethim be?

Basi:Heywena

Bame:No,wait...Hedoesn'tevenloveAmane...You

knowthis

Amanda:Ishouldhaveknownyou'dsidewithhim.

I'm callingthepolice...

Bamesnatchedthephoneandgotonhisknees...

Bame:Amandayouhavetobelieveme,iknow

Batsilelovesyou.Iwouldn'tbegyouifididn'tknow...

Keagokopa.Thewayhelovesyouhewillkill

himself...
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BasimaneturnedandslappedthebackofBame's

head..

Basimane:Heiwena,standup.Thisisnowabout

youit'saboutBatsile.Emalaalwalakante!?

HetriedtopullBameupbuthepushedhishands

awayandheldAmanda'sfeetbeggingher..

Amanda:Givememyphone.I'm callingthepolice

clearlyijustaddedmoredramatothis.Seehowmy

nailslook?Yourbrotherwasharassingme..

Basimaneturnedbacktothebedandsnatchedthe

pillowoffBatsile'sfaceandangrilygrabbedhim by

theneck,Batsilepushedhim offandstoodonthe

othersideofthebedtearfully...
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Batsile:(tearfully)Mrtswamogonna

Basi:(angrily)BatmanI'm notplayingwithyou,do

youseewhattimeitis?Ihadtowakeupandcome

getyoubecauseodirabodipa?

Batsile:(swallowedtearfully)Mrtshabakoo,inever

kegolatelakobanyaneng.

Basi:Batsileotogaonyelakana.Hetaretsamae...

I'm givingyouexactly1minutetoleaveAmanda's

house.

Batsileswallowedtearfullyandrubbedhiseyes...

Bame:Amandathemmakeagokopa,justletthis

goplease...Weloveyou.

Basi:(toBame)Wenaotogaonyelawena,goback

tothecar!

BamestoodbehindAmandaasBasitriedtopullhim

out...
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Basi:Bamewee?

Bame:Youshouldbehelpingusinsteadofsiding

withAmandawhenyouknowmistakeshappen.

Basi:2mistakes?Bamegotothecar,you'remaking

mattersworse...

Bame:AmandaBatsilewantstomarryyou...Can

youbothfixthings.

Batsile:(sniffled)That'sallthatiwantbecauseke

bakile,gakakekatholakeboelela.

Amanda:I'm nottakingyou,you'remysister'sbaby

daddy.Pleasegetoutofmyhouse,Bamebringmy

phone,I'm callingthepolice..

Bame:Please..

BameturnedlookingatBatsileleaningagainstthe

wallwithhishandsbehindhim inhisshorts,awave

ofangerfilledhischestashelookedatthem...It
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didn'tlooklikehehadanyrespectforhim...Atthis

timeofthenightwhenheheshouldhavebeen

sleepinghehadtodealwithhisshitasifhecouldn't

tellAmandawasseriousaboutthepolice.Allthe

sacrificesandthechildhooddifficultiestheywent

throughandBatsilewantedtodestroythis...

Basi:Batsileforthelasttimegotothecar..

Batsilelookeddownwithreddisheyes,Basimane

steppedoverthewhitebeddingwithhisshoesand

landedafistonhismouth,heblockedandslipped

downatBasimanebithislowerlipandkneltover

him punchinghim overandoverasbloodsoakedhis

fist,Bamegrabbedhiswristthenhestoodupand

swungthesamebloodyfistonhismouth...

Amanda:Basistop!Stop!

Sherantothelightsandswitchedthelightsoff
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temporarily,theystoppedfightingthensheswitched

them onasBasimanestoodupandlookedatBatsile

lyingonhisback,heputhishandsoverhisfaceand

gurglingoverthenosebleedthatfilledhismouth.

Basi:Karegotothecar!

Bameslowlygotupandstaggeredfallingonthe

stoolbreakingitthenhegatheredhisstrengthand

ranoutside.

BasimanereachedovergrabbingBatsile'sneckand

pushedhim towardsthedoorashefellonthetile

andgotupleavingbloodyhandprintsonthewhite

tile...

Basimane:Wherearehisclothes?

Amanda:Inthewardrobe!

Basimane:Takeyourclothesotogaonyelagole
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kana,wandipelaBatman?

Batsilerubbedhisbloodynosewithhisouterhand

andopenedthewardrobetakingouthisclothes,he

pausedtearfullyandsatonthebedcryingwithhis

Tshirtoverhisface..

Batsile:Amandaareophoshitsenfanaogotweng

Tefoibilewagorobalaleene.

Basimane:Batmanweeotogaoswabakana?Take

yourclothes...

Basimaneclenchedhisjawsandliftedhisfoot

kickinghim onshouldertippingoffthebedroom to

theotherside.

Amandatearfullystoodatthecornershakingas

Basigrabbedhim bythebackofhisneckand

draggedhim.Shequietlyfollowedthem ashe

walkedoutofthehousestillholdinghim bytheneck
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andsmashedhim againstthecar,hefellonthe

groundandstoodupthenhepinnedhim againstthe

carchokinghim ashestoodonhistoes...

Bame:(rolleddownthewindow)Mrkanaobolaa

ngwana,gaodiresentekana.

Hesteppedoutofthecarandstoodinfrontof

BatsileblockingBasi...

Bame:That'senough,wegotoutofthehouseand

heisnotsayinganything.Lesangwanamr...

Basisteppedback,Bameopenedthedoorforhim

thenBatsilegotinthecarwithhisbloodyshortsand

satinthebackrestinghisachingheadbetweenhis

palms.Bamegotinthebackwithhim andclosedthe

doorbeforehavingalookathisbrokenlipandnose...
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BasimanewalkedtowardsAmanda...

Basimane:Givemehisclothes,hewon'tcomehere

againakanyela.

Amandawalkedbackinsideandcameoutwithhis

bag,hegotthebagandthrewhisbagintheboot

thenhejumpedinthecaranddroveoff...

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

Bamewalkedhim inthebedroom andtheysaton

thebed,Basimanethrewhisbagonthebedand

glaredathim stillfurious...

Basimane:Sonowadayswhenitalktoyouwadipa?

WhatwereyoutryingtoproveatAmanda'shouse

whenisaidyoushouldleaveandyoujustsatthere?

Andtalkingbackatmetellingmeyouneverfollow

metogirlshouses?

Batsilelookeddownrubbedhisbleedingnose..

Bame:Heissorry.Akeremmeheendedupcoming?

Akgangehelemr.
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Basimane:I'm nottalkingtoyou,don'tgetme

startedwithyoubecauseyoucan'tsayanythingthat

makessensewhenyou'resleepingwithmarried

womenknowingverywellyouwouldn'tevenafford

topaythefineforsleepingwithamarriedwoman.

Kegobeilebambarakadiodiseletseithelaodidira

knowingwherewecomefrom,abelebatagosenya

everythingweworkedsohardfor.

Bameshuthismouthandshookhisheadlooking

down.

Basimane:BatsileI'm talkingtoyou.Wandipela?

Batsile:Kantennakerengnerra?Ijustwantedto

stay.Ithadnothingtodowithyou.Gonejaana

Amandaischattingwithsomerandom guyshemet

undertheinfluenceofourlittlemisunderstandings.

Basimane:Doyoureallyknowwhatitmeanstohave

acriminalrecord?Amandawasgoingtoreportyou

forassaultandtrespassing.Don'tyoueverwonder

whyBamecan'tevengetfunded?Maybeit's
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becauseofhisrecord,iwantthatfundingtoobutI'm

yettoseeifI'llgethelp.Aftereverythingwebeen

through,youwanttothrowawayallourhardwork

becauseofawoman?Awomanyounevervalued?If

youlovedAmandayouwouldn'thavehadchildren

withAmane,thereisamistakeoftemptationlike

beingcaughtupinamomentabeoiphithelao

robetselemothobutyoudon'trepeatthesame

mistake,youdon'twakeupandmoveonwithyour

lifeknowingverywellyouejaculatedinsideawoman,

whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappentoyour

sperm?Ifitwasamistakeyouwouldhavemade

sureshedoesn'tgetpregnantbyatleastgettinga

morningafterpillforherandyouwouldhavenever

wentback.Youwerecomfortablesoskabatagore

tenaha...

Bame:Wedon'tevenknowifthey'rehis,ifthey'renot

hecanstillfightforAmanda.Youdon'tjustgiveup

onawomanyoulove,kerayahelalegale.

Basimane:Odidimalewena.Amandaisgone

becausethisidiotisevenmakingmattersworseby
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harassingher,youshouldatleastbehumbling

yourselfandactingmature,nowyou'rejustirritating

herandboringher.Ithoughtyou'resmart.Ifyou

wantthatwomanyouneedabreaktothinkthings

throughgoreifindeedthoseareyourkidswhat's

yourwayforward..MakeitveryclearwhoAmaneis

andwhoAmandais,bringthem togetherandclear

thewholesituation...Theycanbepeacefultogether

becausethey'rebothreasonablewomen.Pickoneof

them thenpursueher,youcan'thavethem both...

Tabeoleluckygolekaetota.Raebatapolygamybut

itsimpossible.Weneedbothofthesesisters...I

needAmanebecauseshegavebirthtomynephew

andniece,wemustbuildourselvesafamily...We

havenoonesowecan'tscatterchildrenaroundthey

mustgrowuparoundusandknowus.Wewillneed

Amandatoobecauselet'sfaceit,besidesthatbig

mouthofhersthegirlisactuallyintelligent.Why

can'tyouthink?Legonewheredoyougettheguts

tobeatawoman?Afterthewaywegrewupyoucan

beatawoman?

Bame:Hoogonelennekedisappointed,ican'tslap
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awomanevenifshehasabigmouth.Didyoureally

beather?

BatsilewipedhisnosewithaTshirtandlooked

downasbothofhisbrotherslookedathim.Basi

lookedathim...Itwasasifhewasn'tthesamelittle

boywhogotsoterrifiedwhentherewasafightin

thehouseandBasihadtocarryhim onhisback

whileBamecarriedKanako,bothwalkingthrough

thethickbushesbarefootedandsleepinginaditch

untilthenextmorning.Basiclenchedhisjawsas

painblockedhisthroat...

Basi:Ihopeforyoursakeyoudon'tturnoutlikeyour

father.Ifyou'regoingtoletyourpastdetermineyour

futurethenyou'reonyourownbutbeforeigiveup

onyouI'm goingtodealwithyou.Iknowbulliesonly

understandonelanguage,omonnyeBatsilesantse

ketoogolekapele.Thenexttimeagirlcomplains

aboutyouwagotsogakoLetsholathebehospitalina

lifesupportingmachine.That'showmuchI'm going
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tobeatyou..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout..

Basi:Nxla!

TherewassilenceasBamesatnexttohim thenhe

turnedandlookedathislips...

Bame:Ithinkyouneedastichonthebridgeofyour

nose...Let'sgo

Batsile:WaitforBasitoleavefirst,ojampilethata.

Bame:True

Hestoodupandpeakedoutthroughthewindow

watchingasBasidroveoffthenhesighedandfound

him acleanTshirt...
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Bame:Heisgone,putonyourclothes.Whereisyour

car?

Batsile:Um...

Bame:Iknowwhenyou'reabouttolieum

pele..whereisyourcar?

Batsile:WithAmane.Thechildrenneededacar.

Bame:Youcouldhavedroppedherwhereshewas

going,wasgivingherthecarnecessary?

Batsile:Shewenttothefarm.

Bame:Ohok..

Batsile:Ifeeldizzyandmyheadisaching..

Bame:You'rebleeding,that'swhy.Letmecallthis

othergirlwataxidriver.Washyourface..

Batsilewalkedinthebathroom andwashedhis

face....

Atthefarm....
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ThenextmorningAmane'sphonevibratedthenshe

pickeditupwhilebreastfeedingandlookedatthe

screen.Herheartskippedasshelookedatanemail

from thepaternitytestandclickedonit....

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thefollowinginsertwill

followat11pm tonight.

*

*

*
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Atthefarm....

ThenextmorningAmane'sphonevibratedthenshe

pickeditupwhilebreastfeedingandlookedatthe

screen.Herheartskippedasshelookedatanemail

from thepaternitytestandclickedonit....

ℎ

ℎ

ℎ .

ℎ

ℎ . ℎ



Iam

ℎ

ℎ ℎ ,

' ℎ

ℎ ℎ

. ℎ

ℎ

ℎ

.

Shesighedandrubbedherfaceinreliefthensheput

downherphoneandstaredatthethatchedgrass

roofofherhut.Hereyeswonderedaroundandshe

stoppedatherdaughter....Nowthatshewaslooking

athershecouldseeBatsile'sforehead...Itwas

probablytooearlytotellbutevenherfingertips

lookedlikeherfather's.Shereachedoverandpulling

theduvetoverChase...Itdidn'tmakesensewhy

doctorswouldthinkBatsileistheonewhomight

haveaproblem whenattendingAmanda,Chasewas

definitelyhisfather'sson...
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Herphonerangthenshepickedthecall...

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,itsme.Igotanemailthattheresultswill

bereadyinacoupleofhours.

Amane:Igotitaswell.Ican'twaitforyoutoget

them.

Batsile:IwassureuntilAmandamentionedthe

doctorwantedmetogettested.

Amane:HowisAmanda?

Batsile:Um...Sheisfine.Wearesortingthingsout.

HowisDife?

Amane:Stillnottalkingtome.Ongadile.

Batsile:Sousuallygaangalaongalaforhowlong?

Amane:Itjustdepends,sometimeshoursordays.

Batsile:Ok,howareyoudoing?Howareyouholding

up?
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Amane:I'm scaredofmathoabatho...The

judgementthatwillfollowandallthemockeryI'm

goingtofaceforbreakingmyfamily.Ipersonally

wouldn'tmindifDifewalksawayfrom me.Datinga

moodymaniswearingmedown...Theonlytimei

feltgoodwaswheniwaswithyoubecauseicould

bemyselfandsayanythingwithoutthefearof

settingyouofflikehim.Experienceisthebest

teacher...Iusedtobelieveaslongasthereismoney

icanmakeitworkbutDifeishardtogetalongwith

andI'm justsickandtiredofwalkingoneggshells.

Kerapedisathatarelationshipyatengandnowisee

whatloveis...Sometimesyouneverknowwhatyou

haveuntilyouloseit.Yesterdayitookawalkbythe

riverwhereweusedtoswim andthosewerethe

happiestmomentsinmylife.Ifonlyiknewwhati

had...Ican'timaginealltheyoungwomenoutthere

whoaremebackthen...havingagoodmanand

lackingthatlittlepatience.Yourlittletemperpushed

mebutthetruthisiwasgrowingimpatienttoo...

Batsile:ThosewerethegoodtimeswehadandBasi

saidMaunisgoingtodestroyusifwearenot
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careful,lookwhereweare.Idon'tevenknowhowi

endedupfallingforyoursister...Idon'tknowifits

becauseitshardtosaynotoawomanoriwasjust

lonelyandalawyercomingonmewasjust

surprising...(sighed)Idon'tknowhowwegothere

butevenifoneofthechildrenisnotmineI'llbethere

foryoubecauseineverstoppedlovingyou.Ihadto

stoplovingyoubecauseicouldn'taffordtobuti

neverstopped.EvenifImarriedsomeonenowand

toldheriloveheritprobablywouldn'tbethesame

aswhatifeelforyou.I'm justsadthatican'ttrust

you....

Hesighedsittingonthehospitalbedwithaplaster

onhisnosebridge,hestoodupandwalkedtothe

windowwhereheslippedhisfingersbetweenthe

windowfoldslookingatthetraffic...

Batsile:Iwishiknewifyoureallylovemeorits

aboutthemoney.Idon'tknowyou-youknow...I'm

justnotsure.
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Amane:You'rejustified,don'tevenfeelguiltyfor

wonderingificareaboutyouorthemoneyyouhave.

I'm justgladwecanactuallytalkaboutthisopenly.

Whereareyou?

Batsile:I'm inthehospital,Bamebroughtmelast

nightandtheykeptmeovernightbecauseihada

littleallergyreactiontooneofthepaininjections

theygavemebeforestitchingme.

Amane:Whathappened?

Batsile:Basimanewasmadaboutsomething,ithela

ampetsankarekengwanakeipotsanakonngweha

nkabusakafeisiotaareng.

Amane:(laughed)Basiakagobolaya

Batsile:(crackedlaughing)He'dkillme,iyoyo(they

laughed)Lennatabekelehighifieverthinkofthat.

Amane:(laughed)Ihopeyoufeelbetter

Batsile:I'llbealright,thedoctorshouldbehere

anytimetoreleaseme.

Amane:Ok,thanksforcalling

Batsile:Sure
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Hehungupandsighedsittingdownashebuttoned

hisshirt...

Atthemen'sclinictoilets...

MeanwhileDifestoodinthetoiletandsearcheda

pornwebsitethenheclickedonthevideoand

watchedwhileholdingthesperm samplecontainer

intheotherhand..

Hegothardwatchingthethrustandbegun

massaginghimself,heclosedhiseyesandpictured

Amane.Hegruntedmassagingharderandfilledthe

container,heclosedthecontainerandcleaned

himselfupbeforewalkingout...

Minuteslaterhewalkedinthedoctorsofficeand

placedthecontaineronthedesk.
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Thedoctorputonglovesandlabeledthecontainer.

Dife:Sohowlongwillittake?

Doctor:AnhourortwoshouldbeOK.(laughed)Are

youcurious?

Dife:I'm dyingtoknow,ithoughtifathered2kids...

Youwouldn'tunderstand.It'salongstory..

Doctor:Don'tworrywewillhavetheresultsinan

hour..

Dife:IfI'm infertileiwouldn'tbesurprised,mydickis

tootinytomakebabies.Ihearthatgenitalsstartina

femaleform thenadickemerges.Ikeepthinking

maybeishouldhavebeenagirl..Myself-esteem is

justgoingdown.

Doctor:Don'tthinklikethat..10cm issomewhat

normal,thereareguyswith5cm,imaginelivinglike

that,aleerecteke5cm.

Dife:Ok...
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Doctor:Youcanjustwaitfortheresultsatthe

waitinglounge.I'llcallyouinabit

Dife:Thanks.

Hestoodupandwalkedouttakingouthisphone

andbumpedonBatsile.

Both:Sorry..

Theyawkwardlywalkedalongthecorridorsilently..

Dife:Whathappenedtoyournose?Sleepingwith

people'sgirlfriends?

Batsile:(laughed)Nah,justmakingbabiesforother

guys...

Dife:Mxm...

Batsile'sphonereceivedtheemailthenhequickly
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clickedonitandread.Hiseyesscannedthelab

chartshowingallkindsofoddtablesthenhe

scrolleddowntotheconclusionsectionofthe

paternitytestresultsandread...

.

.

is %

Hisheartalmoststoppedashereadagainbreathing

heavily.Hepausedwalkingandreadbothresults,all

withthesamestatement.

Batsile:Shit,Godno....Fuck!
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Hisheartpoundedashebentoverholdinghisknees

forasecondbeforecarryingonwalkingbehindDife

whosatinthereceptionwaiting.

Aboutanhourlaterthedoctorsassistantwalkedin

andcalledhim inside,hesighedandwalkedbackin...

Doctor:(sighed)Theresultsareshowinglowsperm

motility..

Dife'sheartskippedashelookedatthedoctor...

*

*

*

*

*
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Aboutanhourlaterthedoctorsassistantwalkedin

andcalledhim inside,hesighedandwalkedbackin...

Doctor:(sighed)Theresultsareshowinglowsperm

motility..

Dife'sheartskippedashelookedatthedoctor...

Dife:Idon'tunderstand,whatdoesthatmean?Am i

infertileorwhat?

Doctor:You'renotentirelyinfertile,youcan'tdoiton

yourownlikemostmenbutwiththehelpofIuIyou

stillstandachancetofatheryourownchildren.You

justneedtobeputontreatmentfirstbecauseyour

sperm countislowbutit'snotbad.

Dife:Mygirlfriendandihave2kids,wellthereisa
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chanceofanotherfather...Doesthatmeanthey're

notmine?

Doctor:Yoursperm cannotswim pastthecanalby

itself,itstooweakbutitsalwayssafertotestthan

assume.Basedonyourresultshereyoucannot

havechildrenwithoutmedicalassistance.Wewould

havetogetyoursperm anddirectlyputitintothe

ovaryforittofertilise.

Dife:(sighed)OK...Iwanttostartthestartthe

treatmentassoonaspossiblebutI'llalsobringthe

childrenforatest.

Doctor:Ok,noproblem.

Difesighedandleanedbackindisbelief...

Atthefarm...

Amaneleanedoverthefireandblewituntilaspark

ignitedthenshegrabbedthewoodenspoonand

turnedthemeatinsidethethreeleggedpotbefore



Iam

closingitandwalkingbacktothetreewhereher

grandmotherwassittingholdingthebaby...

Her:Yourphonereceivedamessage.

Amane:Ohok..

Shereachedoverthebranchandsatdownreading

whilehergrandfatherstoodundertheothertreewith

Chasetyinghim aswing.

Sheclickedontheemailandreadit,clearly

somethingwaswrong...Shemighthavenotbeen

sureaboutSunshinewholookslikeChaseanyways

provingsheisalsoBatsile'schild.Therewasnoway

Chasewasn'tBatsile'schild...Sheclosedtheemail

andtextedBatsile..

Amane:Idon'tknowwhyitsaysChaseisn'tyours

butI'm sureheisyours.
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Batsile:Thereisnoneedforustoarguewithscience.

Therearetwopossibilities,meorDifeand

unfortunatelyilost.

Amane:Chaseisyourson,youcanseeitandyour

brothersknowittoo.

Batsile:Wejustassumed,doyoumindgivingmea

minutetodigestallthese?Ineedspacetodealwith

myproblemsbecauseIdon'tthinkkeatsholaand

thatfrustratesme.

Amane:Ok,iunderstand.

Batsile:HowlongdidyousayDifesulkforagain?

Amane:Days,why?

Batsile:Ineedthecar

Amane:Iwillcomegiveittoyou.

Batsile:Notwhenyoustilldon'thaveacar,idon't

wantyoutowalkwiththekidsevenifthey'renot

mine.Akerenowyouhavetheresultssohemust

giveyouthecarsoyoucanreturnmine.

Amane:Yeah,I'llletyouknow.
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SheclickedonDife'scontactandforwardedhim the

results.

Dife:Sothereisathirdguy?

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?ItshowsBatsileisnot

theirfather.IwassureChaseishisbutithought

Diamondisyours.Iwasn'tsurekaene.Nowthe

testssayyou'rethefatherofbothofthem.

Dife:Well,theycan'tbemine.Iwanttohavemyown

testtoobecauseIjustfoundoutihavelowsperm

thingy.Ican'timpregnateanyonewithoutmedical

assistance

Amane:Youcantestthem thenbecausethereisno

thirdperson.

Dife:I'm donefallingforyourlies,youcheatedonme

for2yearssohowcanibelieveyou.Whencanwe

test?

Amane:I'm atthefarm,I'llcometherethisafternoon.

Dife:Pleasedo.Thanks

Amane:Canihavemycar?
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Dife:Ohthisexplainsthefakeresults,youwantedto

makemethinkthey'reminesoicansupportthem

andgiveyoumycar

Amane:I'm notlying.Butit'sok,haveagoodday.I'll

letyouknowwhenI'm inMaun.

ShesighedandlookedatChase...

AtAmanda'sOffice...

LaterthatafternoonAmandasteppedoutofthecar

andwalkedinthebuilding,flashesofBasipunching

thebrothersstillplayedinherheadandshecouldn't

imaginehowswollenBatsilemustbenow...

ShesmiledatSumnerandwalkedtoheroffice

whereshesighedandsatdownbeforeswitchingon

theaircon.Shepinnedherelbowsonthedeskand

sighed...Howdoyouevenstopworryingabout

someoneyoushouldn'tevencareabout,knowing
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mencallingtocheckifheisOKhe'dinterpretitas

wantinghim backandgethissignalsmixedup.

Checkingonhim wasdefinitelyoutofquestion.Her

phonevibratedreceivingamessagethenshequickly

clickedonit..

Batsile:Hi,sorryformessingyourhouselastnight

withmybrothers.IgottheDNAresults(forwarded

theresults)Thechildrenarenotminebutidon't

expectthislittlefacttochangeanythingbetweenus

becauseevenifkesadirabanaistilldisrespected

you,cheatedonyouandactedtoofoolishinfrontof

youinsteadofhumblingmyself.Iknowilostyoubut

Iwantyoutoknowthatyoudon'thaveanyproblems,

you'refinethewayyou're.Iwastheproblem andI'm

sureI'm goingtopaydearlyforthattherestofmy

life.You'reeveryman'sdream...Firstyou'respecial

inthewayyouapproachedme,howmuchyouloved

meandenjoyedmydickgame,trustmeiwasn't

confidentuntilyougavemeachance.You'vemade

meseemypotential,sexwithyouwasmagical.

Womenwhotakecontrolarerareandienjoyed
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everywayyoufuckedme.Itwasmyfirsttime

experiencingthat,iwillneverforgetit.Whywemen

tendtoonlynoticethegoodinawomanonlyafter

losingheridon'tknow.

Amandasighedthoughtfullyholdingherphonewith

bothhandsgettingreadytorespondwiththesame

lengthoftextpouringherselfout,butonsecond

thought...Nah.

Amanda:(texted)Ok.

Shesighedandputdownthephone...

AtBasimane'sHouse...

Basiputateabaginthecupandswitchedthekettle

onwhiletalkingtothephone..
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Basi:I'llcomegreetthem thisafternoon

Simba:Ok,myfathercan'twaittoseeyou.

Basi:(laughed)I'llbetherearound5pm causenowi

wanttotakethisothergirloutforlunch.Afterthati

haveameetingwiththeWilliamsHotelmanager.

Simba:Aboutthefishsupply?

Basi:Yeah,thewanttobuylocalfishes.It'sfunny

thatmosthotelsimportfisheswhenMaunisafish

haven.Haveyoucompletedthedesigns?

Simba:Yeah,iemailedthem thismorning.Youreally

needanassistantbecauseyou'redoingdifferent

businessesyouendupforgettingsomeemails.

Basi:Assistant?me?I'm notthatrich.

Simba:Yourworkloadhasincreasedsoyoumust

considerit.Youcan'trunsmallbusinessesalone

withouthelp,that'swhatkillsmostsmallbusinesses

tsaBatswana.

Basi:True,I'llthinkaboutit.

Simba:Bye
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Basi:Sure.

Hehungupandtookasipthenhewalkedtothe

bedroom whereheironedhisBeefishPtyLtdshirt

andputonhisformalwearbeforedrivingout.

AtAmandaAttorneys...

MinuteslaterhepulledoverinhisHondaand

steppedout.Helookedatthetimeashewalkedinto

thereceptionandleanedoverthecounterwhile

Summerpressedherphoneeatinglegwinya.

Basi:Hi

Summer:(smiled)Hey..

Basi:Whattimedoyougoforlunch?

Summer:I'm havinglunch

Basi:Thisexplainswhyyoudon'tgrow,legwinya?
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Shenarrowedhereyesstaringathim thenhe

laughed

Basi:Let'sgoforlunch

Summer:Idon'thavemoney.

Basi:I'm takingyououtforlunch,ididn'tsayyou

shouldpayforit.

Heleanedinsidereachingforherandpickedherup

likeadoll..

Summer:Basistopdoingthat,I'm notachildthat

youjustpickupanytimeyoufeellikeit.

Heputherdownandsmiled...

Basi:Ohok,letmeputyoubackinsidethecounter
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Hetriedtopickherupsohecouldreturnherback

insidebutshesteppedbackandsighed.

Summer:It'sOK...Justdon'tliftme.

Basi:Butilikeliftingyouup,gomonatenyanankare

otoyyame.

Summer:Iam anadult.Treatmelikeone

Basi:Ok

Theywalkedtowardsthedoorwherehestoppedand

watchedherstruggletoputhershortfingers

betweenthedoorsoshecouldopenthe

Basi:Mogolobularetswe

Shelookedupathim thenhelaughedandopened

thedoor,hepickedherupfrom behindandcarried

hertotheparkinglot.
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Basi:Omphetsapelootsamayatshipiditonto...

Summer:GasegoregaonteneBasi,koorehelake

ratadijonkabekengala.

Theylaughedasheputherdownthentheygotinthe

car,hestartedthecarandpulledhisseatbeltbefore

pausingandlookingather...Hestillcouldn'timagine

herpussy...Hewasn'tsurehowhe'dgetbetween

herlegsbutdamnshortylookedbeautifulinashort

skirt...

Summercaughtasightofhiswonderingeyesand

lookedaway,theguywassohuge...Thereareshort

menwholookedtalltoherbutthisonewastaller

thanallthemenshe'dseen.Hishandhadveins

stickingoutandrunningacrosshisarms...She

turnedandlookedathiszipper,sheswallowed

uncomfortablyandlookedaway...Shepreferred

skinnyshortmen,atleasttheywouldn'tbethatbig

notthisgiant...Butthensheneededaboyfriend,it
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wouldbeinterestingtofinallyhaveaboyfriendor

evenkissamanforthefirsttime...Wouldn'tthatbe

interesting?

Therewassilenceinthecarashedroveintothe

mallparkinglotandsteppedout.Sheopenedthe

doorandstruggledgettingoutashegaveherhand

andclosedthedoor.

Basi:So...Whichonedoyouprefer?Meholdingyour

handwalkingwithyoulikeyou'rea2yearoldorme

pickingyouup?Fortherecordilikecarryingonon

mychest...

Summer:Basiweewearewalking,I'm notyourtoy.

Basi:(laughed)Justasking...

Theylaughedwalkinginaspeopleturnedaround

lookingather,shecouldnevergetusedtothe

people'sstareandapartofherhopedhe'dhandle

theshame...Atleasthedidn'tsoundlikehe'dmind
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holdingherhandinpublic.

Basipulledthechairforherandpickedherupthen

hesatdownandsighed.Awaitresswalkedoverand

placedmenusontheirtable,heaskedforaminute

thenshewalkedaway..

Basi:So...Whatdoyouwant?

Summer:Anything?

Basi:Anythingyouwant..

Shestooduponthechairsoshecouldbeatthe

rightlevelofthetablethensheleanedoverthe

menu.Hewatchedhertinyhandsassheranher

fingeraroundthemenuthenhereachedoverand

heldherhandtouchingitandinspectingit.

Summer:What?

Basi:Nothing,comesitonmylaprebonerothe
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Summer:Sheh!

Basi:Takwano,bonagoreyou'restanding...Areyou

goingtostandthewholetime?I'm justbeingfriendly

Summer:Keagana

Basi:(laughed)Otaabakaee...

Theywaitresstooktheirordersandwalkedaway

whileshestillstoodonthechair.

Basi:Bostubbornhelakejonebogobolaisanggo

emakadinao,yootagobonangojalunchoemeka

dinaokanatabeopalamatafole?

Summer:(laughed)Yourtrickswon'twork,I'm not

sittingonyourlaptherra..

Minuteslaterthewaitressbroughttheirfoodand

walkedaway,shestoodupandleanedoverthedrink

strawashesmiledandlaughed,shesnortedand

laughed.
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Summer:Stillnotsittingonyourlap,odirtymindedo

mmalawagonopelwakegokotame.

BasileanedbackandliftedhisTshirtalittle...

Basi:Bona..

Sheleanedoverandhermouthdroppedathisboner

crossingacrossthezipper...

Summer:Walwalanewena?Kooreibilegaoiphithe.

Basi:Ontshwarisadilotsamakgoamyshobenas.

Helaughedandleanedoversippinghisdrinkasthey

chatted....
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Atthedoctorsoffice...

LateronAmanewalkedincarryingDiamondwhile

Chasewalkedbehindher,sheclosedthedoorand

satdown.

ChasewalkedovertoDifeandputhishandoverhis

kneehopingforhim tolifthim upbutDifekepthis

facegluedonthephoneandtextedbackandforth.

Chaseturnedaroundandstoodnexttohismother's

leg...

Doctor:Thisyoungmanlooksfamiliar...Amane:We

didthetestdaysback

Doctor:OhOk,iwaswonderingwhereisawhim.

Openyourmouthmyboy..

Hetookthesamplesandlabelledthem thenhetook

Dife'sswab..
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Dife:I'm doneright?

Doctor:Yes,theresultsshouldbeoutin3days

maximum.

Dife:Thanks(walkedpastChase)Sorrynnananyana.

HewalkedoutandclosedthedoorasChasestood

bylookingathim.Amanestoodupandtiedherbaby

behindherbackbeforeholdingChase'shandand

walkedout...

*

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse...

LateronAmanesteppedoutofthehouseand

walkedoverthegreengrasswithapicnicblanket...

Barefootedshespreaditoverthegrassandwalked

backinthehousewhereshebroughtatrayofsliced

fruitsforherchildrenandlaiditdown.Shetookout

apackofballoonsandbegunblowingthem up...

Chasesteppedoutofthehousecarryinghissister

squeezingherballoonstomachasshepukedthe

milk...

Amanedroppedtheballoonandrantowardshim

beforehecouldtripandfall.
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Amane:Chase!Don'teverliftthebaby,bathong!

Herheartpoundedasshewipedthebaby'smouth

andlaidherdown,Chaseranaroundkickingthe

balloons...

Shetookoutherphoneandtookseveralpicturesof

herchildrenbeforepickingthebabyandsittingon

theswingbythetree...Shesighedrelaxingand

slowlyswingingwhilegoingthroughherchildren's

pictureswithasmile...

Shepausedlookingattheirfacesandsmiled,itstill

didn'tmakesensehowtheyweren'tBatsile's

childrenandforsomereasonitfeltlikeDife'stest

wouldcomeoutnegative...Sabotageorjust

technologyfailingher?Whateverthesituationitfelt

goodtoknowthatherbusinesswasstilldoingwell,

nowshejustneededtofindyetanotherbusiness

idea.Sheclickedonsomewebsitessellingjumping

castles,waterslidesandmanymore...Perhapsthis
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wouldmakemoremoney.Sheclickedonherfixed

accountandsmiledevenfurther...Asmuchashe

wassulkmasterthemanwasgenerouswithhis

blackcardandboydidseizethemoment.She

swunggentlywithherbabyonherchestasshe

caressedhersmoothchubbycheekandkissedher

head...

Shejusthadtosurvivesixmonthsorapplytocollect

themoneywhichwouldprobablybe30days

minimum...Whichwasn'tbadatall...Thereare

peoplewithoutcarsandtheylivejustfine,Diamond

wasabiggirlandshewasn'tsicklysowhyholdon

Batsile'scar?Besidesdependencysyndromewas

onethingsheneededtoavoidnow,sufferingalone

isbetterbecausewhenyoumakeitnoonetakes

creditforit...

Shesighedanddialed...

Amane:Hi,youcancollectyourcar.I'm home.I
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won'tneedit.

Batsile:Yougotyourcarback?

Amane:No,I'llapplyformyfundsinthefixedterm

account.Ihavebeensavingthroughouttheyears.

Batsile:Itwillbeenoughtobuyacar?

Amane:Yes,Difeusedtogetthethingshebought

formeeachtimewearguedsoistoppedbuying

anything,insteadI'djustsavethemoney.Ialso

savedfrom mybusinesssales.

Batsile:Ok,I'llsendBametocollectit.I'm notfeeling

well.Mynoseandlipisswollen

Amane:Didyoueatanything?

Batsile:No,idon'tfeelhungry.

Amane:I'llcooksomethingforyouandgiveitto

yourbrother.

Batsile:Thanks,bye

Amane:Bye
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Shehungupandcontinuedgentlyswingingback

andforthuntilDiamondfellasleepwhileChase

kickedtheballoonsaround...

AtOne'sHouse...

LaterthatnightKanakoknockedonthedoor,Peter

slightlyopenedthedoorandhandedhim P200and

thecarkeys...

Peter:Dihotwingsle2liters,you'llgetyourself

somethingwiththechange.

Kanako:Thanks.

Peter:Monnawee?Iknowthemileageonthatcar

Kanakosmiledslowlyandlaughed...

Kanako:OaSpetto?Whydon'tyoutrustme?
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Peter:Anditoldyoutostopcallingmethat..

Kanako:(laughed)Shap...Leshapokadisocks?

Peter:(confused)Uh?

Kanako:Don'tyouneedsocks?Oryoujustslidin

barefooted?

Peterpausedforasecondconfusedthenhefigured

itout,hismouthdroppedthenhechargedathim as

Kanakoranofflaughing.

Peter:Otaaswabakanaoditsebe!

Hewalkedbackinthehouseandlockedthedoor

thenhesmiledgettingonthebedwhereOnewas

layingwaitingforhim.Hekissedherandgot

betweenherlegs...
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AtSummer'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBasimaneplacedabunchofflowers,

aboxofchocolateandabottleofwineonthestoop

thenheknockedandhidbehindthedoor...

Amanopenedthedoorshirtlessandpickedthem up,

hetorethebowonthewinebottleandpopthelid

thenhethrewhisheadbackdrinkingandopened

notereading...

Him:Shalewaratana?Whoeverthisisisa

pedophile,hecanactuallysleepwithchildren.Heis

sickintheheadandififindhim hewillexplain.

HetookanothersipasBasimane'smouthdropped

whilehestoodtherelookinginfrontofthehouse.

*

*
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AtSummer'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBasimaneplacedabunchofflowers,

aboxofchocolateandabottleofwineonthestoop

thenheknockedandhidbehindthedoor...

Amanopenedthedoorshirtlessandpickedthem up,

hetorethebowonthewinebottleandpopthelid

thenhethrewhisheadbackdrinkingandopened

notereading...

Him:Shalewaratana?

Basimane'smouthdroppedashestoodthere

lookinginfrontofthehouse.Summerwalkedout

andreachedupsnatchingthenotefrom him.A
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smilecoveredherfaceassheread..

"Hey,thanksforhavinglunchwithme.Ifit'snottoo

muchI'dliketoinviteyoutomyhouseforamovie

andsnacks.I'm notagoodcooksoican'tcookfor

you.I'llbewaitingforyourtext,I'm justatextaway

from yourhouse."

Shejumpedupanddownandbentoverpickingthe

chocolateboxthenshenoticedawinecorkandthe

bowonthestoop,shefrownedandturnedlookingat

herbigbrotherashefinishedthewine.Shejumped

upanddowntryingtoreachup...

Summer:Autbringmywine,howcanyoudrink

expensivewinelikeyou'redrinkingwater...

Him:Whoisthatguy?

Summer:Bringmywine
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Hehandedherthebottlethenshetriedtakingthe

lastsipbutonlyadroplandedonthetipofher

tongue,shefrownedanddroppedthebottlefolding

herarmstears.

Summer:Autiwantmywine...Iwantit.Thisiswhyi

don'twantyouvisitingmyhouse.

Him:Ican'tbelieveyou'rehavingsex,

Summer:KareIwantmywine,andI'm veryserious

aboutthatthis.

Hermothersteppedoutandheldherwaistlooking

atthem.

Her:Whatisit?

Summer:Someoneleftasurpriseformeatmydoor

stepbutthisthingdrunkmywine.

Her:Autumnexplainyourself

Autumn:Istillcan'tbelieveShalewaratana,mama



Iam

isthatevenlegal?Arepeoplelegallyallowedtoask

Summerout?

Her:Sheisoldenoughtodate

Summer:Ijustwantmywine

Autumn:(sighed)Somamayou'renotworriedabout

her?Iwanttoseethisguy,hesaysheistakingher

tohishouse,wedon'tevenknowhisname.Heis

alreadyactingsuspiciousleavingthingsonherdoor

step.Hehasserialkillertendencies...Heisthe

zodiackiller.

Mother:(toher)You'releaving?

Summer:Ialmostforgot,yes!Mamathemma

pleasedon'tevervisitmewithAutplease

Mother:Ican'tbelievehedrunkthewinewithoutme,

atleastheshouldhavecalledmesowecandrinkit.

Summerturnedandlookedathermother...

Mother:(fakedafrownholdinginherlaughter)But
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I'm veryveryangryathim,Autdon'teverdothatto

yoursister.

Summer:Youpeopleareunbelievable,I'm goingto

Basi'shouse.Letaasalaleimentionakeseo...

Shewalkedinthehousepressingherphone.

MeanwhilestandinginthedarkBasimaneshookhis

headsmilingandwalkedbacktohiscarasSummer

called...

AtGameCity...

MeanwhileKanakowalkedintothemallputtingon

hisheadsetsashepressedthephone,hewalked

pastfamiliespushingtrolleysoutoftheshops..

Peoplesittinginrestaurantseating...Awalkaround

thismallwasrefreshing..Hesighedandjoinedthe

queueforthehotwingsassomewhiteladymadean

order...Whensheturnedaroundhiseyeslockedwith

June,hisheartskippedashestaredather...probably
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rhemostbeautifulalbinohe'deverseen...Itwasthe

hairblondhairforhim,thegoldenbabyhaironher

edgesandlightpinklips,herwelsculpturedfaceand

thoseglasseswithapinkframe.Shewalkedpast

him puttingherreceiptinthehandbag,hisphone

slippedwhilehewasstaringatherandcrushedon

thefloor..

Hebentoverandpickeditasshewalkedaway,he

sighedandmadehisorderthenhewalkedtowards

thedirectionshetookhopingtoseeher....

Hewalkedashortdistanceandfoundhertakinga

selfiebythebenches,besmiledandsatnexttoher..

Kanako:Hi,I'm Kanako...You'reinclasswithOne

right.

June:Yeah,issheyoursister?

Kanako:(laughed)Whydopeoplethinkweare

siblings,sheisjustafriend.Wearebothfrom Maun.
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Webecameclosewhenwegotherebecausewe

werehomies...icantakepicturesofyou.I’m waiting

formyorder

June:Ok,thanks...Letmestand.Kebatayafull-body

Shesteppedbackandsmiledliftingherlegasthe

backholdingherwaist..

June:Tiltthephoneforaperfectpicture

Kanako:I'm afreelancephotographer,wenachange

theposeshela.

June:(laughedembarrassed)Ok,sorry

Hewatchedherthroughthelenseasshesmiledand

turned..

Kanako:Takeoffthatshirtandremainwiththetop



Iam

Shetookoffhershirtandremainedwithatanktop,

Kanakolookedatherbreastsandforamomenthe

wonderedwhatcolourhernippleswere...washer

pussycoveredingoldenhairtoo?Howdidherpussy

look...Mustbenicedippingintothatwhitepussy...

Man!

June:Letmesee...

Shesteppedoverandlookedatherpictures

excitedlywhilehestaredatherface...

June:You'reagoodphotographer...Therratanki

wena.

Kanako:Sure

June:Takemynumberandcallmeanytimeyou

needsomeonetotakepicturesofyou.I'm always

freeandbored

June:Ok..Saveithere.
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Hegotherphoneandpagedhimselfthenhegaveit

back...

Kanako:Issomeonepickingyouup?Icangiveyoua

ride

June:Ohthanks.Iwasgoingtouseacab

Theywalkedbackfortheirordersandstrolled

towardstheparkinglot...Walkingslowlyandcalmly

undertheparkinglotlightsheturnedlookingather..

Kanako:Whydidn'tyourboyfriendaccompanyyou?

IfihadabeautifulgirlfriendlikeyouIwouldn'tlether

walkaloneatnight

June:(laughed)Wishihadone,whenyou'remy

colourit'shardtofindlove.Peoplelookatyouweird..

Kanako:Iusedtobeafraidofalbinos,iusedtorun

awayfrom thisotherguywhowasanalbino.
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June:(laughed)Lennabathobabangwebantshaba.

Kanako:Ilovethewayyoudress,youdresslikea

modelandyouremindmeofthesegirlsinchick

flicks...bohighschoolmusicalandallthose.You

looklikeReginaGeorge

Hermouthdroppedwithasmileofdisbeliefthen

theycrackedlaughin...

June:Themeangirl?

Kanako:(laughed)Thehairandlittleface,notthe

behaviour

June:(laughed)HowdidyouevenwatchMeansgirls?

Youlooklikeyoulovefootballfrom thisTshirtyou're

wearing.

Kanako:(laughed)Myroommatewatchesthem soi

endupfollowing.Ireallyloveyourhair,inever

thoughtalbinosgrowhair...Suchgoodhair

June:(laughed)Thisisafrontlaceweavebutmy

naturalhairislongtoo,I'm justlikeanyotherperson
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exceptidon'thavecolor.

Kanako:Youreallylookbeautiful...Likeseriouslyyou

lookreallynice.

June:(smiled)Thanksa

Kanako:(smiled)Sodoyouhavegoldpubichairtoo?

June:(laughed)Hareutwang!

Kanako:Mmekebone,showmeyoursI'llshowyou

mine.

June:(laughed)You'recrazy,no,

Kanako:Comeon...

June:Ishaved.Itssmooth

Kanako:Nowyou'rekillingmewithimagination...It

mustbebeautiful...Ibilekeithotseirileoreits

shaved...

Theylaughedandgotinthecar...
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

OnthesamenightBatsileswitchedofftheTVand

walkedtothebedroom wherehegotinbedandtried

sleeping,buttherewasnosleep...Nonewhatsoever.

Hetossedandturnedthenhereachedforhisphone

andtextedAmane...

Batsile:I'm sorryfordestroyingyourfamily.

Amane:Youdidn'tdoanythingwrong.Iknewwhati

wasdoing.I'm notavictim andidon'tregret

anything.Istilldon'tunderstandwhythechildren

aren'tyoursbutI'llbeasinglemom.IknowDifeis

notthefatherandwhenthosetestscomeback

negativeiwon'tbesurprised.

Batsile:Ifheisn'tthefatherthenI'llnevertrustyou.

IfI'm notthefatherandheisnotthefatherthenit

meansorekopantserele3ormore.Iwouldn't

forgiveyouforthattobehonest.Youdidn'toweme

loyaltybutI'dstillbeangryaboutit.IfI'm notthe

fatherheis.
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Amane:Ifyousayso.Iguessheisthefatherbut

mothersalwaysknow,iknowChaseisjustyou.You

can'tseeitbecauseheisyoursonbutaskanyone.

Batsile:Anywaysijustwantedtoapologise,havea

goodnight.

Amane:Alright,Goodnight.

Heputdownthephoneandsighed,thepossibilityof

beinginfertilestillhauntedhim.Afterformingsucha

strongbondwithDife'schildrenheknewhecouldn't

livewithhimselfifhewasinfertile,howdoyoueven

callyourselfamanwhenyoucan'tbeamanand

knockupawoman.2yearshavingunprotectedsex

with2womenandhestillcouldn'tscore?Heleaped

upthoughtfully....Athoughtpoppedupinhismind

ashesatontheedgeofthebedreconsideringit

thenhemadeuphismind.HeputonhisTshirtand

grabbedhiscarkeys...obviouslyitwasabadidea

butwhatchoicedidhehave?Hehadtoknowonce

andforall...

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningBatsile'sphonebuzzedonthe

headboardtable,heturnedaroundandpickedwith

hisheadburiedonthewhitepillow...

Batsile:Hello?

Kanako:(smiled)Ithinkifoundsomeone

Batsile:What?

Kanako:Ifoundagirlireallylike

Batsile:Don'tdateagirlyoulike,dateagirlwho

lovesyou.Theoneswelovebreakourhearts.It's

toorisky.

Kanako:(smileddisappeared)Whatdoyoumean?

Batsile:Ifyoudateawomanyoutrulylovewhenshe
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hurtsyouithurtsbadly,whenshesayssomething

negativeithurtsdeeplycomparedtoifitssaidby

someoneyouknowlovesyouandisprobablysaying

itoutofpain.It'seveneasiertodumpandgetovera

womanwholovesyouwhensheactsstupid,butif

youloveheryou'lldieemotionallyorliterallykillher

andkillyourself.Don'tgoforthatgirl.It'sevensad

becauseaftershehurtsyouwellyoucan'tstop

thinkingaboutherbutyoucan'treallydateormarry

herbecauseyouknowshecan'tbetrusted.

Kanako:IsthisabouttheAmaneandAmanda?

Batsile:No,it'saboutyou...I'm yourbigbrotherand

I'm givingyouanadviceofhowtoavoidstress.Date

awomanwholovesyou,shewillalwayspushyouto

bethebestversionofyourselfandwomendon'tact

stupidwhentheyloveyou.Theydon'tputyouinto

debtsbecauseheknowsyouhaveafuturetogether.

Awomanyoulovewaitepeletsa,shebecomesa

spoiltbrat.

Kanako:Yourrelationshiptipssuck,I'llcallBasi.

Batsile:Don'tsayididn'twarnyouwhenshedumps
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youforstupidreasons.Agirlyouloveisalways

dump,dateasmartmaturegirlwholovesyoumore.

From theremakesureyougiveherthespecial

treatmentshedeservescauseifyoudon'tyou'lllose

herandonthetablewillstillbethespoiltbrats.

Kanako:Honestlyyousounddepressed,youneeda

glassofwineanda3minutescalltoBasi.Hemight

actuallyhelp

Batsile:Hebeatmeup,I'm avoidinghim.

Kanako:Howareyoufeelingthough?

Batsile:I'llbeOK..IthinkI'llbeindoorsuntilmylipis

okcauseIhaveabruise.

Kanako:IhadforgottenhowBasialwayslosesit,kile

ampetsafeisienngwejaanagorekemmitserra

kgweditsesix

Batsile:(theylaughed)Thetimeyouwerecaught

smokingweedatschool,irememberthattime.Basi

agoshemegagoreonthomolepelo.

Kanako:(laughed)Allthesepeoplesayingweedis

addictiveandyoucan'tjustquitarenotserious,five
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punchesfrom Basiwillknocksomeaddictionoutof

you,ampetsaabearekgwamatheotshelele

Batsile:(laughedgettingoutofbedandbrushedhis

teeth)AndIrememberyouliterallyspittingonthe

groundabeotshelela.Gotwe"okgweotshelele

yeses,wagoga?"yeiyeiBasimaneisthedevil

himself.

Kanako:(laughed)Afterbeatingmesenselesshe

didn'tcheckonmeforaweek,stresssamesele

kanathinkingibeendisowned.

Batsile:(laughed)Lennammekeaipotsa,gongwe

I'vebeendisownedjaana.

Kanako:Uhno,checkonhim.Youknowhejustgets

stressedwhenwedon'tactrightcausehefeelslike

hewouldhavefailedus.Asforlovechaisamr,

maybeyou'renotmeanttobeloved..Nnamrkea

jola.Ihaven'tsaidanythingtoherbutididn'tsleep

lastnight.Youknowthatfeelingwhenyouloveagirl

somuchyoucan'tsleepbecauseyoukeepseeing

her...Ismileonmyownthinkingabouther.I'm

headingtoschoolnowandit'salittleexciting...
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(smiledblushingbitinghislip)Ican'twaittoher,she

isalwayslookingbeautifulandsheissweettoo.I

thoughtkebanyanababamakgakgabaiclasangba

butbeautifulassheissheissweet.

Batsile:Goodluckriskingwithyourheart.Ijustwant

toknowifI'm fertile,whatevermonkeyiseegoleHIV

positivekeaseimisahaareopregnantI'm buying

mykidfrom her.

Kanako:(laughed)Asegoreobatesurrogateee?

Causeitwillbefairfrom thebeginning.

Batsile:DoAfricanwomenreallyknowwhat

surrogacyis?

Kanako:Therearesomanypoorpeoplewhohave

kidsover5,youknowpoorpeoplelikehavinglotsof

children.I'm suregettingpaidforgivingbirth

wouldn'tbesuchabadidea.Butyouneedanegg

donacauseifitsherbabyshemightconnectwith

heranditwouldn'tbefair.Findaneggdona

Batsile:Akerewabonadiprocesstsekesadibateng?

Kanako:Butyoursurrogatecanalsobethedonaif

youuptheprice,youmakehersignthepaperstsa
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gorelinquishherparentalrights.

Batsile:Ok,mmethatcanworkwaitse.Lastnighti

drovearoundlookingforarandom girlbuttheni

couldn'tfindanyoneinterestingcauseitwaslateat

night.

Kanako:Takeyourtimeandfindthesurrogate,make

sureshelooksbeautifulsoshecangiveyou

beautifulkidsthenyoumakehersignandtesther

fordiseases.Ifsheiscleanyoucansubmityour

samplesattheprivateoryoucanmakeitfunand

justdoitnaturally.Thishasdisadvantageyagore

shemightgetthewrongidea.

Batsile:Idon'twanttodothat,whenyoucrossthe

linewithanemployeetheyneverrespectyousoi

wanttobeprofessionalaboutit.IwashopingChase

ismine,I'm trulyheartbroken.

Kanako:Mmekanayourspermscanbetestedjust

thatsometimesit'shardtodeterminewhatthe

problem isespeciallyifyoursperm countand

mortalityturnouttobeOKbutit'sworthatrycause

you'llbeabletoruleoutlowsperm count.
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Batsile:EvenifthedoctorsaysI'm healthyI'dstill

wantproofgapekebataaboy.Iwasdisappointed

thatihurtAmandabutIwashappyIwouldn'thide

myrelationshipwiththekids..

Kanako:Makeyourownbabythen..(laughed)I'll

babysitcauseSimba'sboyisgrowingtoofastnow.

Batsile:Wabuakakgangyasurrogate,

Kanako:Gaojoleoserious?

Batsile:I'm seriousakereAmandadoesn'twantme

mmegapeAmanekeamotshaba,thatonewon't

hesitatetodumpmewhenirunoutofmoney.What

ifIgetintoanaccidentandcan'tmakemoney

anymore?Shewilljustleave,Amaneisjustawish...

Beingwithherneeletoenjoyhercompanyknowing

itsmaintainedbymoney.Gojolalemothooitse

goregaagorateoratamadigobothokobuti

enjoyedmytimewithher.

Kanako:Ok,mmeiunderstandsituation.She

dumpedyouforbeingbrokesoyou'llalwayshaveto

worryaboutmoney.

Batsile:Yeah,anywaysShap.
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Kanako:Sure

Hehungupandbrushedhisteethbeforejumpingin

theshower.Gettingasurrogate...Whydidn'thethink

ofthis...Atleasthe'ddoitwithaclearconscience

andwhoeverdoingitwillnothaveanythingtolose.

Shegetsthemoneyandhegetsthekid-ifatallheis

fertile...maybegettingtestedwouldputhim atease

though.Itdoesn'teventakemorethan30minutes

thoughwhybelazy...Hegotoutoftheshowerand

gotreadythenheleft.

Atschool...

JustbeforelunchtimeKanakowalkedtowardsthe

cafeteriapressinghisphoneanddialedJune..

Sheranfrom behindhim asherphonerangthenhe

turnedbacksmilingandhungup.
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Kanako:Hey...

June:Hi,Isawyouwalkedby.Whyareyoucalling?

Kanako:Ijustwantedustohavelunchtogetherif

youdon'tmind.

June:Ok..Idon'tmind.

Heglancedatherassheopenedherumbrella

walkingbythenhegotitandhelditforher.

Kanako:Tellmeaboutbeinganalbino...Iwantto

knoweverythingthereisaboutitsoicanunderstand

you.That'sifyoudon'tmind..

Shesmiledlookingupathim asheheldtheumbrella

forher..

June:Interestingquestion,noonehaseverasked

methatbefore...Well,ihaveasensitiveskin...Ihave

toprotectit.Idon'tgetthissmootheasily...Imust
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avoiddirectheatthat'swhyilikewearinglight

colouredclothssotheycanreflecttheheataway.I

sometimeswearglassestoassistmyeyes.

Kanako:IlikegirlswithglassesIfeellikethey're

brilliantandcalm...

June:(laughed)Thanks,ketaabolelelalebandlala

digalasegoregatwerebothale.

Kanako:Yeah...Areyoudatinganyoneatthe

moment?

June:No

Kanako:Whynot?

June:It'snotthateasywhenyouhavemyskin

colourandmaybeihavehighexpectationsbutijust

wanttoberespected.Idon'tunderstandwhypeople

can'tbefaithfultooneanother.

Kanako:Igetyou

June:Whataboutyou?

Kanako:I'm single,womendon'ttakemeseriously...

(laughed)GatweketshegetserurisotheythinkI'm

notseriousaboutlife.Gorianaiwanttostopsmiling
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soyoucantakemeseriously.

Theylaughedwalkinginthecafeteria....

AtDife'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonDifeclickedonthepdfresults

andenteredthefilepasswordbeforeclickingonthe

email...

.
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HesighedanddialedAmane...

Amane:Hello?

Dife:didyougettheresults?

Amane:Yes.

Dife:And?Whoisthefather?

Amane:Idon'tknow,probablytheholyspirit.Idon't

knowwhoathefatherisifit'snotthetwoofyou.

Thereisnothirdperson.

Dife:Pathetic!

Hehungupandsighed....

AtAmanda'sOffice...

LaterthatafternoonAmanesteppedoutofthetaxi

andwalkedtowardsthebuilding.Shesmiled

reachingthereceptionistandleanedover..
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Amane:HiSummer,caniseeAmanda?

Sumner:Doyouhaveanappointment

Amane:NobutIwon'tbelong.

Summer:Sheistoobusytoday.

Amaneturnedandwalkedtowardsthedirectionof

Amanda'sofficewheresheopenedthedoorand

walkedinasAmandaturnedandlookedather.

Amanda:Excuseyou!

Amane:(smiled)Imusthavehurtyoureallybadfor

youtowanttopunishmychildrenfortheirparents

mistakes.You'retrulyinfertilebecauseonlya

womanwhocan'tkeepababyinsideherwomb

woulddothattoachild.Icanseerightthrough

you....You'reyourmother'sdaughter.You'rea

manipulativedeceitfulcunningb|tch!

Amandasavedherdocumentandclosedtheword

documentbeforeturningtoher.
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AtAmane'soffice...

Amaneturnedandwalkedtowardsthedirectionof

Amanda'sofficewheresheopenedthedoorand

walkedinasAmandaturnedandlookedather.

Amanda:Excuseyou!

Amane:(smiled)Imusthavehurtyoureallybadfor

youtowanttopunishmychildrenfortheirparents

mistakes.You'retrulyinfertilebecauseonlya

womanwhocan'tkeepababyinsideherwomb

woulddothattoachild.Icanseerightthrough

you....You'reyourmother'sdaughter.You'rea

manipulativedeceitfulcunningb|tch!

Amandasavedherdocumentandclosedtheword
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documentbeforeturningtoher.

Amanda:(calmly)Whatareyouonabout?

Amane:Don'tpretendyoudon'tknowthatBatsile

andDifearenotthefathers.

Amanda:They'renot?Wow...Justhowmanymen

wereyousleepingwith?Youshouldgetyourself

tested.Youcan'tbeasperm dishformorethan2

menandwalkoutstdfree..However..(thoughtfully

frowned)Istilldon'tunderstandhowthathas

anythingtodowithmebecausebythelooksof

things,ifthereisanyoneweshouldbequestioningis

you-thepersonwhoreceivessperms...Idon't

understandhowawomancan'ttellwho

impregnatedher.Odirileboatastopdraggingthis...

I'vedumpedBatsile,youcanaskhim tostepfather

yourkids.

Amane:Iknowyoudidsomethingtomychildren's

testsotheycancomeoutnegative.

Amanda:Buttherearesomanytestingcentresin

Botswana.Youdon'tevenhavetobeinthesame
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areatobetested.Youcansendyourchildren's

samplestoGaboroneorF/townandtheywilltest

andsendyourresults.Haveyouthoughtofretesting

whereAmandadoesn'tknow?Likenoteventelling

anyoneyou'retesting...Unlessyouthinkihave

connectionsallover...

Amanesighedcalmlylookingather,Amandaslowly

stoodupfixingherblazerandopenedthedoorfor

her.

Amanda:Nowthatigaveyouasolutiontoyour

problem canyouleave?Ihavealotofworktodo

andyouremindingmethatyousleptwithmyex

boyfrienddoesn'tmakeiteasy.Allowmetohealin

peace.

Amaneslowlystoodupandsighedlookingather...

Amane:I'm sorry,ireallythoughtyouhadanythingto
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dowithit.

Amanda:Theworstpartaboutbetrayingpeople

closetoyouisthatyou'llnevertrustanyoneand

you'llalwaysthinkeveryoneislikeyou.Hardasit

mayseem...Witheveryonehatingyou,yourown

motherincluded...Ichosetoseethebestinyouand

triedtorekindlemyrelationshipwithyoubytaking

youin.Intheendithurtmeandiunderstandwhy

somepeoplejustdon'tlikebeingclosetoothers.I'm

notthetypeofpersonwhohaslotsoffriendsbut

withyouitwasdifferentbecauseyou'remysister,

butnowIknowbetter.Idon'tblameyoueither,i

shouldn'thavedatedyourex,weshouldn'thave

datedeachothersex...Boundariespreventthese

typesofissuesbutitwasalesson...Havea

wonderfulday.

Amanesighedreluctantlyandfinallyturnedwalking

away,Amandaclosedthedoorandsatdownwitha

longface.Hereyeslandedonherframedpicture

withBatsile,shetearfullypickeditupandsmiled

lookingathim.Herphoneinterruptedherthoughts..
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Amanda:Hello?

Tefo:Hi,dinnertonight?

Amanda:Howabouttomorrow?Todayijustwantto

bathandlaydown...PlusIwantustotakethings

slow.Ihavethetendencytotakethingstoofastthen

ienduphurtingmyself.

Tefo:Itotallyunderstand,besidesyou'regoing

throughabreakup...Somedaysareworsethan

others,attimesyoujustwanttobealoneandhave

thatpeace.Don'tputyourselfunderalotofpressure,

ittakestimeandifyouneedmeI'm justaphonecall

awayOK?

Amanda:(smiled)Ok,bye

Tefo:Bye

Shehungupandsighed....
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonBameandBatsilestoodinthe

bathroom infrontofthemirrorasBameinspected

insideBatsile'slip...

Bame:You'refine,bytheendofthisweekyou'llbe

OK

Batsile:Ihopeso,ineedtofindagirlI'm goingto

impregnate.

Bame:Wenaobuastresshela

Batsile:I'm seriously,I'vegivenuponrelationships

andwomen.Ijustwantakidtokeepmecompany.

Bame:Buyadogorcat

Batsile:Iwantsomeoneicantalkto,someonewho

willmissmeandthingslikethat.

Bame:Idon'tthinkyou'llfindasurrogate,Africaisso

backwards.Wearefarfrom that.

Batsile:I'llpostananonymousad.Anywayslet'sgo



Iam

checkonBasi,

Bame:Ok...bythewaywehavetogocheckon

Simba'sparents.Hehasasexycousin

Batsile:Don'teventhinkaboutit,sheisfamily.

Bame:I'm notherfamily

Batsile:Shoulditellhim yousaidhehasasexy

cousin?

Bame:I'm justsaying

Batsile:(laughed)Let'sgo...

Bame:ImissmySimba,Jalohashim alltoherself.I

feellikeshestolemybestfriend...Isthateven

normal?

Batsile:Idon'thaveafriendsoidon'tknowbuti

missMufasatoo.It'slikeheisnoteveninBotswana.

Bame:Sheisalwaysthere...Imissmyboy.Sheeven

tookAnopaandhecallshermama.I'm jealousi

wantmyboy

Batsile:(laughed)Getalife.

Bame:Noman,ifthisiswhatmarriageisliketheni
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don'tknow.Theonlytimeigettoseehim iswhenhe

isatworkandineverwanttodisturbhim becauseit

can'tbeeasybeingatechnicianforthreecompanies.

Iunderstandhehasalotofworkbutonhisfreetime

mosadiwamotsaya.Sheevenparksintheparking

lot

Batsile:Gorayagoreshamwariobetsakukugo

utwala,irememberPeter'swifecryingforhim too.

Bame:Weshouldplanhim aseriousbachelorparty

Batsile:Nowyou'retalking,I'vealwayswantedto

attendone...Iseeguysthrowingseriousparties

Bame:Weshouldgetwild

Batsile:Simbaatabeatshikatshikahela...Kana

ithelasmilesagagweselekanahashweleMufusa.

Bame:(laughed)UhmanIfeellikeitwillbeafair

wellformyboybecauseJaloistakinghim away

from me.Simbaorare..

Minuteslatertheydrovethroughthegate...
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InsideBasimane'sHouse...

MeanwhileBasiwalkedinthelivingroom withapair

ofsockswhileSummersatonthecouchwatchinga

moviewithabowlofpopcorn.

Basisatnexttoherandreachedouttohertinyfoot

puttingthesocksonherfoot..

Basi:Putthison,it'sgettingabitchilly.Igotthem

foryoutowalkaroundwithsincemysleepersdon't

fityou.

Summer:Thanks...

Heputthelastpairofsocksandgentlycaressedher

littlethigh,hetookthebowlawayfrom herlittle

handsandtheylookedatoneanother...

Summer'sheartpoundedasshelookedathim,she
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didn'tevenknowhowshefelt...Shewantedhislips

ndofcoursehewasfine...Superfine..Buthewas

hugeashell,hishandwasheavyjustrestingonher

thigh...

Basimanelookedatherlittlelipsandreachedtoher

cheekasheleanedoverandsoftlykissedher,she

wasn'tjustshort...Shewastheskinnytypetoo

makingherbodywaytootiny...Foramomentguilt

strikehim,itwaslikekissinga5yearold.Hishand

touchedherbreastsandthatwasenough

consolation,hereachedoverpickingherupandput

heronhislapashemovedhiswaistbackandfourth

pressinghertinybodyoverhispipewhileit

expandedunderneathherskirt.Hepulledouther

tolaandswallowedlookingather,hecuppedthem

andleanedovernibbling...Therewasaknockand

thedooropenedatthesametime!

Basi:Shit!
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Bame:Fuck!

Batsile:Shit!

BasipickedhisTshirtandcoveredSummerupas

sheburriedherselfonhischest.Thebrothers

quicklysteppedoutandclosedthedoorwithouta

word.

Basi:(sighed)I'm sorry...

Hecaressedherwhileshelaidonhischest...

Basi:YouOK?

Shenoddedthenhegotupstillcarryingherand

walkedtothebedroom whereheputherdownand

kissedher.
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Basi:Letmeseewhattheywant.Iwon'tbelong.

Summer:Ok

Heleanedoverkissingherandwalkedoutbuthis

littlebrotherscardisappearedoutthegate.He

laughedindisbeliefandwalkedbackinsidethenhe

pickedthephoneandcalledthem.

Batsile:Hello?

Basi:(smiled)Leasiaanong?

Batsile:IsthatSummer?

Basi:Yeah

Batsile:Isn'tshetooyoungforyou?Youscaredme,

Bameokgweetsaaroroma.

Basi:Boelangkwano

Bame:No,tomorrow,ican'tbelieveyou'redoingthat

toher.Sheislikeakid

Basi:(sighedpinchingthebridgeofhisnose)Thisis
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whyididn'twanttotellyou

Batsile:Sheissotiny,areyoufittingin?

Basi:Batmanompotsaengnemonna?

Batsile:I'm stillshaking

Bame:Tellmeaboutit

Basi:(laughed)Lepanickerbomata,I'llseeyou

tomorrow.

Batsile:Shap

Bame:(inthebackground)Heisgoingtohurther,

shewon'tbeOKafter

Thecallgotdisconnectedthenhesighedsmiling

andwalkedtothebedroom.

AMONTHLATER...

*

*

*
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Incourt...

Theuncleleanedbackfoldinghishandssittingnext

tohiswifewhiletheMotsumibrotherssatonthe

othersidefacingthemagistrate..

Magistrate:(concluded)Soyou'reorderedtoreturn

thepropertybacktothechildren.

Uncle:Iwasn'tstealing,Itoldthem iwasholdingon

toituntilthey'rematureenoughbecauseididn't

wantthem tosellit.

Courtclerk:You'renotsupposedtospeakwhenthe

magistrateisgivingthefinalorder.You'llbefoundin

contemptofcourtifyoudoitagain.

Hesighedandshookhishead...
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Magistrate:AsIwassaying,you'reherebyorderedto

returnthepropertybacktothebrothers.According

toyouyouwereholdingontoit,nowthey'retelling

youthey'rereadysogiveitback.Thereisnoneed

foryoutobefightingoverthis,you'regettingoldand

theseyoungmenseem responsibletome.You're

reachingthatagewhereyouneedthem,thisiswhy

wewillcontinuetoseeoldpeoplestrugglingor

dyingalonejustbecausewhenyouhaveachanceto

lovevulnerablechildrenyoudon't.Ifthey'renot

comfortablewithyounowdon'texpectthingstobe

OK20yearsfrom nowwhenyou'reblindandunable

towalk.Youstillhaveachancetomakethingsright

withtheseboys.

Themagistratesighedandclosedthefilethenhe

stoodupandwalkedoutasthewholecourtrose.

TheMotsumibrothersfistandshoulderbumped

withoneanotherbeforeeachofthem walked
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towardsAmanda.Basismiledandshookherhand

beforegoingtotherelatives,Batsilesmiledlooking

inhereyesandhuggedhersoftlycaressingherback,

Bamesteppedoverandpulledhim off...

Bame:Heithat'senough,yourjeansarrjerkingup...

TheylaughedasheandAmandashookhands...

Bame:KanawestillloveyouAmsthemmaplease...

Kanakowalkedoverandstoodbetweenthebrothers

puttinghisarmsoverthem...

Kanako:Wepromisewewillbehave,hisbehaviour

willbeourresponsibility.Koorewewillmakesurehe

behaves.Wecan'tlosesisterinlawwhoisalawyer.

NnatotaifyougetaboyfriendI'm goingtoterrorise

him.
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Amanda:(laughed)Ihaveaboyfriend,didn'tBatsile

tellyou?

Batsile:Itoldthem legoremthakawatengareene

gaantshabe,Tefowantwaela.

Kanako:Seriously?Youknowhim?

Batsile:Yeah,Amandaintroduceduswhenifound

him atherofficewhiletalkingaboutthecase.

Kanako:Doyouknowhishouse?Iwanttoegghis

windows,what'shisplatenumber?

Bame:Iwanttoknowhim soicancallAmandamy

sisterinlawinhispresence.

Batsile:(laughed)LebatagompolaisaBasiakere?

Simba:(shookherhand)Thanksforhelpingout...At

leastwecanmoveafewprojectsthere.

Amanda:Exactly,itsalargepieceofland.

Kanako:Canwehugyou?



Iam

Thethreebrothersleanedovergivingheragroup

hugbeforeshecouldrefusethensherelaxedand

huggedthem back.Thetwoofthem leanedback

andwalkedtowardsoneoftheiruncles.Batsile

sighedlookinginhereyesandtheywalkedoutofthe

courtroom headingtotheparkinglot...

Batsile:WeareleavingforMutarethisafternoon.

Amanda:Ohyeah,Simba'swedding,kanalejelwe

moBotswanahelagolohale

Batsile:Yeah.

Amanda:Maybeyou'llfindyourselfwifethere,ihear

Zimbabweanwomenaresubmissiveandrespectful.

Yourtype...

Batsile:IwishihadthemotivationbutI'm not

lookingforarelationshiprightnow.I'm focusingon

businessandimprovingmyself...Andnowidon't

caremuchaboutpersonality.Ijustwantsomeone

whowilllovemeandrespectmeforme.IdoubtI'd

trustawomanwhofindsmeatthisstageinlife

causeshecouldbeusingmeunlesssheislikeyou



Iam

comingwithherindependence.Helahelaihavetrust

issuesgapeidoubtI'dbeluckytwice,finding

someonelikeyouisprobablyimpossible.

Amanda:Nnyaammedon'tgiveup..

Batsile:Bythewayididthattest,thedoctorsaysI'm

superhealthy.Theycheckedeverythingandmy

semenismorethanhealthy...HedoubtsI'm infertile

butitoldhim youandihavebeentryingforawhile.

Amanda:Oh

Batsile:Idon'tknowwhattheproblem isnowbutke

taabona,I'm planningtopaysomeonetobe

pregnantwithmybabyjustsoicancheck.Ican't

sleepatnight,ikindunderstandhowyoufelt

throughouttheyear.It'storturetothinkyoumight

neverreproduceorseeyourowncopy.

Amanda:Surrogacyistakingittoofardon'tyouthink?

ThisisAfrica,suchthingsareunheardoff.

Batsile:Whatchoicedoihave?Kebatagolekeletsa

kebona.

Amanda:Don'tdosuchthings.I'm sureyou'llhave
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kidswiththerightpersonofyouwaitforGod.

Batsile:Godissometimesslow..Ican'twait...But

anywaythanksforhelpingmeout.

Amanda:Ok...

Theyhuggedthenheopenedthedoorforher,she

gotinanddroveoffwhilehewalkedbackandmet

hisbrothers..

ThethreebrotherswalkedtowardsBame'scar...

Kanako:So...Willyouborrowmeoneofthetaxisso

icanuseit?I'llfuelformyself.Isavedmystudent

allowance.

Bame:Whycan'tyouridewithme?Ithoughtweare

allusingonecarexceptBasibecauseheisgoing

withSummer..

Kanako:Ican'tridewithyouguys,I'm comingwitha

friend..
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Hisbrothersturnedlookingathim..

Kanako:(laughed)What?I'm seriously,borrowme

thecar,I'm comingwithsomeone.

Batsile:What'shername?

Kanako:June

Bame:Letmeseeherpicture,youliketalkingabout

her

Kanako:No,you'llseeherwhenweleave.

Bame:Ok

Batsile:Can'tbelieveI'llberidingwithBame...Ineed

snacksamotseleng,ibilegobatanneketsamaya

kemorotelamotselengmaybeshe'llmissher

periodandicanhavepeace..

Basiandtheirotherunclewalkedouttalking..
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Bame:So,doyouthinkBasicrackedthecookiejar?

Batsile:Idon'tthinkso,wewouldhavenoticed

Kanako:Ithinkheisgoingtocrackitontheirwayif

notthere.

Bame:ButonaseriousnoteisBasifairtowanther,

wagoipitaganyaatsenabetweenherlegsand

actuallypenetratesuchatinyperson.

Batsile:Onthomolapelo,itallerthanmostpeople

butlookatBasi,heisaminigiantandiknowfor

sureBasiisbiddownthere,wagoikgolega.

Bame:KeamotshogelaplusBasihasn'thaditina

whilesowagosejasaboSummergoresepalelwe

kegotsamaya.Rememberthatgirlwhorantothe

neighbourswithjustpantiesbackwhenwewereat

thefarm?

Batsile:I'm thinkingofthatgirlndcomparingherto

Summereish...

Kanako:ButI'm happyforhim,yeahit'skindofrisky

forhercauseheisbigbutonhissideit'sadamn

blessing,imaginehavingthetiniestpussyinthe
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world.Hagothamaotannaajakanko,nnankarota

helakelehakgorong...Kooregaeganagotsenake

gonetabeenjesamonatetota,iftheheadpopskea

idibala.Junehasneverhadsexbeforesokebolawa

kediimaginationsofwhat'sgoingtohappenin

Zimbabwe.

Batsile:Leatshelathebanna,nnatabekelebeletse

pornketsentseseatamounderwear

Bame:Kampakasamaletsogoesenggoija

TheycrackedlaughingasBasiandtheuncle

approached..

Kanako:(throwoffchat)Godisgood...

Bame:That'strue,modimoomogolo...Uhdumelang

malome

Uncle:Helloboys,I'm happyyougotyourmothers

farm.Yourunclewasbeingimpossible

Batsile:Hecouldn'tevenlookatus.
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Basi:Heisjustembarrassed,oldpeopleneversay

sorrybutthetoneinhisvoicewhenhegreetedme

saidsorry.

Kanako:Uhhellno,wearenotgoingtoimaginea

sorry.Ifhedidn'tsaysorryhedidn't...

Uncle:(laughed)Maybehewillapologisestime

goeson,congratulationsonceagainforfightingfor

yourrights

All:Thankyou.

Theunclewalkedawaythenthebrotherssighedand

shoulderbumpedonceagain...

Basimane:I'm goingtobuildthefishpondsthereso

icansupplythewholecountry.Thedemandforfish

isjusttoomuch,andihavetobuyadeliverycarthat

hasarefrigeratortokeepthem freshuntildelivered.

Batsile:Soundsbrilliantgapefishingpermitsand

regulationsaregettingstiffnow.Ifthey'reyoursyou

supplyasmuchasyoucan.
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Basimane:Yeah...

Basi'sphonerangthenhesteppedaside...

Basimane:Hello?

Summer:Keikopilekobatsadingjaanonggatweote

baitsegoreketsamayalemang.Gatweyoushould

bringoneofyourelderswithyou.{iaskedformy

parentspermissiontogowithyouandthewedding

andtheydon'tmindbutprovidedyoucomehometo

sethem withthecompanyofanelder}

Basimane:Babeidon'thaveparents,(turnedlooking

attheuncledrivingoff)Theonlyuncleicantryjust

left.

Summer:Theywon'tallowmetogoasfaras

Zimbabwewithastranger.Iknowyoulostyour

motherbutwhataboutyourfather,younevertalk

abouthim.

Basimone:(thoughtfully)I'llcomewithmyfather.

Summer:(smiled)Perfect,bye
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Basimane:Bye

Hehungupandsighedwalkingbacktohisbrothers..

Basimane:Areyengkogopapa

Batsile:Saywhat?

Kanako:I'm notgoing

Bame:(smiled)Let'sgo,

Batsile:(frownedangrily)Areyouserious?

Basimane:Idon'thaveachoice

Kanako:Heisdeadtome..

Batsile:Metoo

Basimane:GuysIcanforceyoutocomebutidon't

wanttodothatandI'm notgoingtoforceyouifyou

don'tfeelcomfortable.Howeveriwillfeelbetterifi

haveallofyouwithme...SoI'm justaskingyouas

yourbigbrothertoputeverythingbehindusandjust

come.I'veenduredtheworstbecauseiwasold
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enoughtounderstandeverything,I'm angrytoobuti

needyoutobewithme.Willyoudothat?

*

*

*

*

*
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SomewhereoutsideMaun...

BasimanedrovethroughthegatewithBameinthe

frontseatandtheyoungerbrothersattheback.

Batsileputontheheadsetsandleanedback

watchingvideosonhisphonewhileKanakosighed

andclickedonhisSpiderSolitaireapp.

Bamerolleddownthewindowlookingoutside,the2

bedroom househisfatherwasbuildingthelasttime

theysawhim nowseemedsosmallyetitwasthe

biggestduringthattime.Itseemedbeautifulatthe

timebutnow...Itwasn'teveninshape,whopaintsa

housethathasn'tbeenplasteredanyways?You

couldliterallyseethebrickworkthroughtheold
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crackingpaint...buttheexcitementofseeingpapa

aftersolongwasgreat,sogreathesmiledjust

imagininghisface.

MeanwhileBasiparkedthecarunderthetreewhere

hisfather'swomanfriendwassittingwithoneofher

oldestdaughters.

HesteppedoutwithBameandtheyclosedthe

doorsastheoldladyandherdaughterstoodupand

handedthemenincasualsuitschairs.

Havingsuchacardriveintotheiryardwasrare,let

alonesuchhandsometallmensmartlydressed...

Butshecouldn'tstopwonderingwhattheywanted,

weretheylawyers?TheDIStheyhearaboutor...

Oldlady:(respectfullyrubbingherhandstogether)

Dumelangntate...

Basi:Dumelang...
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Batsilepausedthevideoandrolleddownthe

windowlookingatBasiasheshookthehandofthe

womanwhosplashedthem withdirtywater,water

from apotofpaleche...Hewasveryyoungbuthe

rememberedthisfaceverywell.Alltheywantedwas

totalktotheirfatherandaskhim foruniform money

butshechasedthem offlikedogsandwhenBasi

keptbeggingrespectfullyshedidn'thesitateto

splashthem with'magobe'{dirtywater},theywalked

homeallwetandbarefootedinwinter.

Helookedatthehousehisfatherbuiltwhenthey

themselveshadtobuildthemselvesahousewith

treelogs,cowdungandthatchgrass.Justyoung

boysbuttheyhadtobecausetheirmother'shouse

wasdilapidated.Hethoughthe'dhandlethislikea

manbuttearsburnedhiseyes,heblinkedandatear

droppedonthescreenofhisphone.

Kanakoturnedlookingathim ashequicklyand
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secretlyrubbedhiseyes.

Kanako:YouOK?

Batsile:Yeah,ididn'twanttocomenotbecauseI'm

bitterbutbecausetherearememoriesofmylifeI'd

rathernotvisit.Thismanandhisgirlfriendisoneof

thosememories.I'm reallyexcitedaboutgoingto

Zimbabweandidon'twanttospoilmymood.You're

tooyoungtorememberbutthesepeopletreatedus

badly..

Kanakoputdownhisphoneandlookedathim ashis

eyesgotreddish...

Kanako:Iwasn'tthatyoung...Iremembertheday

shepoureduswithwater,istaggeredbackand

steppedonanembercauseshewascookingwith

firewood.Icouldn'twalkandallthreeofyoutook

turnscarryingmeuntilwearrived.Irememberhow

Basihadtobeguncletotakemein,howallofyou
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agreedtotakecareofhisfarm sohecantakemeto

Maun.Iremembereverything..Atleastyou'renot

bitter,iam angryandbitterashell.Ifigetachance

I'llkillthatoldman...

MeanwhileBasiandBametookaseatastheold

ladysatonthegroundfixingherdoek,herdaughter

draggedachibukucrateandsatdown...

Basi:(smiled)It'sBasimane,thisisBame..(pointed

atthecar)BatsileandKanakoarewaitinginthecar.

Theoldwomanputherhandoverherforehead

carefullylookingatthem thenhermouthdroppedas

herdaughterlookedatthem againandpickedthe

resemblance...Hardtoimaginetheherdboysin

suitsandhaircutsbutitwasreallythem.

Basi:Wearelookingforpapa

Oldlady:Basi!?Ididn'trecogniseyou,HeiBame!?
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You'resogrownand...Ican'tbelievethis...Your

fatherandiarenolongertogether.Wepartedlast

year.Idon'tknowwherehestaysbutiheardhe

staysinthefarmsnearyourmother'sfarm.

Basi:Ok,wewillgosearchforhim there

Oldlady:MphatheP20hoongwanaka.

Bame:Hedoesn'thavemoney.

Basilookedathim thenhetookouthiswalletand

gaveherP50beforestandingupandshovinghis

walletbackinthepocket.

Basi:Tanki

Her:Tankithengwanaka...

Basi:Eemma

ThebrothersturnedandwalkedawayasBame

loweredhisvoicelookingathim.
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Bame:Whyareyougivingthatwitchyourmoney?

Basi:It'sherpunishment.

TheybothgotinthecarandBameturnedtohim

waitingforanexplanation.

Bame:Pleasetellmehowgivingmoneytosomeone

whoabusedyouispunishment.(totheguys)Hejust

gaveherP50akopaP20.

Kanako:(unlockedthedoor)I'm goingtogetit

Basi:(autolocked)Kanakodon'tdothat,sitdown...

I'm notachildiknowwhatI'm doing.Youdon't

alwayshavetomakepeoplepayforwhattheydidto

you,lookather...Wearingdirabatsedintshang

monwanawaleoto,shelookshungryandherlifeis

notthatgoodeither,noelectricity,notap...Whostill

usesapublicstandpipeinthisera...Ourfather's

housedoesn'tevenlookasgoodasweusedtothink

backthen.Sheisalreadypayingforwhatshedidto
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us,noneedtokickadyinghorse.I'm givingherP50

becausekebataalaleaikakanya.Doyouthinkshe

willenjoythemoneyoftheboyshechasedlikea

dogandtoldnevertosetfootinheryard?Thelook

onherfacewhensherecognisedtheyoungdirtyme

insidethenewmewasenough.Learntoletnature

takeitscourse.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff...

AtAmane'sHouse...

LateronAmanewalkedthroughthegatetalkingto

thephone...

Amane:Yeah,mygrandmothertookthechildrenfor

awhilesoicanfocusontheseorders...

Voice:Ok,listenijustfoundaclientwadeco.Her

weddingisnextmonthandshewasaskingabout

catering.Itoldherihaveabusinesspartnerthati
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alwaysworkwith.Shetrustsmyrecommendationso

shesaidshe'llgiveyouatry.

Amane:Itmustbetheonewhojustaskedfora

quotation.Thankshoneybee

Voice:Surebabes,youalwaysrecommendmeso

whynot.Ilovebusinessrelationships

Amane:(smiledemotionally)Thankyoufrom the

bottom ofmyheart.

Voice:Sure,bye

Amane:Bye

Shehungupandfishedforherkeysinthehandbag

thensheunlockedandwalkedinsmiling.Itwasthe

littlefreedom from babycareandfinallyhavingtime

tothink...Shesatdownandtookoffhershoeswhile

dialinghergrandmother.

Her:Hello?

Amane:Hi,ijustarrived.Thebankalsosentmea
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messageaboutmysavingssotomorrowimight

receiveit.I'llbegettingacarandstartingwork

immediately.

Her:Ohwonderful.Chasewenttothekraalwithhis

grandfather.Ithinkyoushouldletthesekidsstay

hereforawhilesowecanweanDiamond.

Amane:Weaninghurt,I'm notreadyforthatpain.I

rememberhowithurtwhenItriedtostop

breastfeedingChase.

Her:Howareyougoingtogetyourbusinessrunning

fasterwithababy?

Amane:Iguessyou'reright..JustthatI'venever

beenabletosuccessfullystopbreastfeeding

becausetheystillsharemybreastmilk

Her:Therearehomeremediesforyourbreastswhen

you'reweaning.

Amane:Ok

Her:IreallyhopeI'm notmakingamistakebytaking

thechildren,idon'twantyoucomingbackpregnant

again.Kekgwisetsabanabagoreoberekeo
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phothulogile.

Amane:Iwon'tgetpregnantagain.Ipromiseke

bakile.Iwasthinkingaboutthetest,ithinkmaybe

they'reDife'schildrenandhebribedthedoctorsohe

canmoveoninpeacewithoutme.Heeventookthe

carwhenheknewitwaspossiblethey'rehissohe

knowswhatheisdoing.

Her:Babanakebamosimaneyoomolomookareo

lomilwekenotshi,gakeitsegoreditshipitsalonatsa

sekgoadiberekajangmmebagabagake.Legale

mmakangwanaoitsiweseretokemmagwe.

Amane:Idon'tknowanymorebutDifeistheonly

thingthatmakessense.

Her:Pleasegomakemoney.

Amane:(laughed)Eemma,bye

Shehungupsmilingandwalkedinthekitchen

barefootedwhereshesearcheddeepinthepantry

andfoundherbottleofwine.
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Amane:(sighedsalivating)Uhthereyou're

sweetheart,ohimissedyou...Over2yearswithout

thetasteofyourawesomenessinmymouth...

Shepouredherselfaglassandwalkedtothehome

theater.Shelockedthedoorandturnedoffthelights

thensheturnedtheclublightstandonbefore

turningupthevolumeandsearchedforaclubhit,

somethingtodancetoandfeelgoodbutEd

Sheeren'shappierplayed.Shestoodtherelistening

toit,thesadnessitbroughtmadethehairatthe

backofherneckstandandshesangalongasifshe

wasinthemusicvideo...

Amane:

Oh,ain'tnobodyhurtyoulikeIhurtyou

Butain'tnobodyneedyoulikeIdo

Iknowthatthere'sothersthatdeserveyou

Butmydarling,Iam stillinlovewithyou
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ButIguessyoulookhappier,youdo

MyfriendstoldmeonedayI’llfeelittoo

Icouldtrytosmiletohidethetruth

ButIknowIwashappierwithyou

‘Causebabyyoulookhappier,youdo

Iknewonedayyou’dfallforsomeonenew

Butifhebreaksyourheartlikeloversdo

JustknowthatI’llbewaitinghereforyou

Thisisstupid!Shestoppedthesongandsighed

gettingherselftogether.Itwascrazythatlosing

thosestolenmomentshurtmorethanlosingthe

timeshespentwithDife,eitherwayshewasrubbing

them bothoffherlifeforgood.Itwastimetomake

moneyforherfatherlesschildren...(lookedatthe

wine)Andenjoybeingsinglewhileatit!Shetapped

onherfavouriteplaylistandbegundancingwhile
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holdingtheglass...

Atthemall....

LaterthateveningBasimanedroveintothefilling

stationandsighed.Therewassilenceinthecaras

thebrotherssatinside...

Bame:Maybehemovedtothenearestcountries

Kanako:(laughed)Thatdrunkard?Mxm.

Basi:Respectingtheelderswon'thurtyouKan.

Kanako:(liftedhishandsshrugginghisshoulders)

Justbeingrealistic

Batsile:Ihopeheisdead.

Kanako:Makestwoofus

Bame:Iwanthim tomeetus,ifeellikeeverydrunk

personhasastorytotell.Everyonehasareasonfor

whytheyarewheretheyare.Whetherit'sthe
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mistakestheymadeorsituationstheywentthrough.

Batsile:Hedoesn'thaveanexcuseforhispast,he

justdeservesasecondchancetoredeem himself.

Batsile:(laughed)Redeem himself?I'm suretheguy

isblindorverysick,thereisnothinghecandoforus

nowexceptwanthelpfrom us.I'm sorrybutifyou

weren'ttherewheniwasgrowingupyoucan'ttaste

mymoney.Iwouldn'tevenbehereifitwasn'tfor

him,hekilledourmotherandchangedourfuture.I

wantedtobeadoctorandiwasgettingAin

everything.Prizegivingigotallthegiftsbutiended

upinthefarm...Thisisnotmylife!Iknowwenever

talkabouteverythingwewentthroughbackthere

butI'm sorry.I'm notgoingtoforgivehim.Icame

becauseyouguilttrappedme,I'm gladwedidn'tfind

him causeitsabouttimewegetbacktoourreality

ofboSummerleboJunelonabaleratiwang.

Basimane:Atleastnowwearegettingsomewhere,

peoplearetalkingabouttheirfeelingsandcryinglike

littlegirls,whatelseareyoucryingabout?(adjusted

themirrorlookingatKanako)Whataboutyou?
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Kanako:Youtakeusforgranted,I'm notsaying

anything.Akereit'sallaboutyou,

Batsile:Butiunderstand,it'snotaboutpapait's

aboutSumner,whichisOKandmymainreasonfor

beinghere.Mmehelamonnawalonankasemorate

ibilennaamemadigaaje,I'dratherbuymymothera

tombstoneandgocleanhergravethanfeedthatpig.

Basimane:Ifheisapigyou'repigletibilewenalaa

tshwanakaobetsabanyana.

Batsile:Lewenaithelaorebetsamoakere,how

differentareyou?Justbecausegaiseolosertemper

withagirldoesn'tmakeyoubetter.Atleastican

controlmyselfinsituationslikethat,you'llendupin

prisonthedayyouloseatemperwithawoman.

Bame:Guysrealwakantejaanong?

Kanako:Iyootakedidimale,(tookouthisphone)Ake

bategobetswa,kebatagojangwanyanawame

kesematsadi!

Batsileputontheheadsetsandplayedthemusic
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whileKanakoplayedhisgame.Bamerolleddown

thewindowlookingatthefuelattendantwhohad

beenpatientlywaitingforthem toendtheir

argument.

Bame:Fulltank...Mothooheditsepetrolmahala.

Batsilelookedoutsidethewindowandnoticed

Liquoramawasopenthenhesteppedoutand

slammedthedoorbeforewalkingaway.

Basi:Great,nowheisgettingdrunk!

Batsilewalkedpastanoldmanplayingaguitarwith

acupofcoinsinfrontofhim,hewalkedinand

boughtsixpackthenhewalkedoutholdingthe

changeanddroppeditinthecup.Forsomereason

thissongwasfamiliar...Thevoicetoo..Hekept

walkingbutthenhestoppedandturnedaround

lookingattheoldman...Itwashisfather!
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Heturnedlookingbackattheguysandtheyweren't

aware,heturnedbacktothisoldfoolandglaredat

him ashiswrinkledfingersplayedtheguitarstrings,

abiggerpartofhim wantedtotelltheguystoleave

withouthim sohecouldgetthisguytohishouse

aloneanddealwithhim throughlybutthentheright

thingwouldbetotellBasi...butforwhat?Sohe

couldenjoyalltheirhardwork.Theidiotcontinued

singingandplayingtheguitarwithhissonstanding

rightinfrontofhim andhecouldn'trecognisehim

becauseinhisdeadbraintheywerestilluseless

herdboys.Arushofangerrushedthroughhisblood

asheheldthebottleofbeerstandingtherelooking

athim withthousandsofthoughts...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall....

Batsilesquattedandtookoffhiscapfacingtheold

man.Hecouldn'tevenfindtherightwordshejust

lookedathim...

Theoldmanstoppedplayingtheguitarandlooked

athim...

Him:Batsile?

Batsile:Yes...

Heslowlyputdowntheguitarastheybothstoodup

lookingatoneanother.
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Him:You'resogrown...Thelasttimeisawyouyou

wereonanewspaperaboutyourbedandbreakfast

orisitacampsite.I'm veryproudofthemanyou've

become.

Batsile:Soyouknewwhereyoucouldfindmeallthis

time?

Him:Yes,iknowyouandyourbrotherseachhave

businessesandKanakoisatuniversityifI'm not

mistaken.Icannotaddsalttoyouropenwounds...

Youboysdidsomethingwithyourlivesandyou

don'tneedaburdenlikemesuckingyourpockets.I

won'tbethetypethatfailschildrenandexpectsto

eatthefruits.Ididnotraiseyousoicannotcall

myselfyourfather.Keikathotsegale.Gakemonna

wasepe.

Batsile:Atleastweagreeononething.Gaomonna

wasepetota.Haveagoodevening..

Hepickedhisbeerandwalkedawayastheoldman

pickedhiscupandguitarthenhefollowedhim.
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Him:ButifyoueverneedmeI'm here,ijustwon't

askforhelpfrom you.Idon'tdeserveany.

Batsile:I'm finethanks.Yoursonistheonewhowas

lookingforyou

Him:Who?

Batsile:Basi,heisdriving...Tsamaelakaha..

Batsilegotbackinthecarandclosedthedooras

theirfatherapproachedthedriversdoor.

Basistartedthecarasanoldmanknockedonhis

window.

Bame:Kebabaratanggotaletswaba..tellhim we

don'thavemoney.

Batsile:It'syourfather.

Basirolleddownthewindowandlookedathim then
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hesteppedoutandshookhishand,Bamewalked

aroundthecarsmilingandhuggedhim tightly.The

old'sheartsunkasheheldhim inhisarmsthenhe

leanedinthecarwhereKanakowassittingpressing

hisphone.

Him:Hello?

Kanako:Sure

Heturnedbacktohisphoneastheoldmanturned

backtotheolderbrothers.

Basi:IwenttolookforyouatDikeledi'shouse.

Him:ShechasedmeawaywhenIlostmyjoband

shekepteverything.Ionlywalkedoutwithmypants.

Whyareyoulookingforme?

Basi:Thereisagirlilike,afriendofoursisgetting

marriedinZimbabwe.HeisZimbabweansotheare

2celebrations,gaSetswanaleseZimbabwe.Iwant

hertocomewithme,herparentssaidtheywouldn't
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mindaslongastheyknowwhoiam andwhomy

parentsare.

Him:I'dbegratefultodoitforyou.When?

Basi:Iwashopingtodaybecauseweweresupposed

toleavetonight.

Him:wecangoevennow.Openthebootsoican

putmybagandguitar.

Basi:Ok

Bame:Youneedabathandahaircut.Otamoadima

diaparo?

Basi:Yeah

HetriedtoopenthebackdoorbutKanakosecretly

lockeditfrom theinside.

Bame:Gotothefrontseat

Hegotinthefrontthentheboysgotinandclosed
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thedoorsbeforedrivingoff.

AtBasimane'sHouse...

Laterontheirfatherwalkedoutofthebathroom

wearingBasi'sclothesandshoes...You'dswearhe

was10yearsyoungerthanhewasanhourbefore

thehaircutandchangeofclothes...

Helookedathisboyssittingonthecouch...They

weren'tlittleboysanymore,theywerelargemenwith

asenseofstyle...Thishousewassparlingclean..

Him:Ididn'tflassthetoilet,ican'tseethehandle.

Basi:It'sthesilverbuttonontop.

Hewentbackinsideandflashedthetoothpastehe

hadusedtobrushhisteeth.Hewasn'tsureifitwas

oktospitonthiscleanwhitebasinbythemirror.He
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lookedathimselfonceagainonthemirrorandtheir

mother'svoiceranginhishead,"Mychildrenwill

growup...Theywillbedoctors,lawyers,nurses,

businessmenoranythingtheywant.It'sok,keep

lyingtothem aboutcomingthennevershowingup,

promisingthem moneyforuniform anddisappearing.

Onedaytheywillbuyyouclothes,theveryclothes

you'refailingtogivethem now.IhopeI'lllivetosee

them succeedbecauseiknowmyboysarevery

clever."

Hisheartshutteredashelookedathimselfonthe

mirror,"They'regrownandthey'resuccessfultoomy

love.Pleaseforgiveme,iwishyoucouldseehow

unitedthey're...Ishouldhavediedsoyoucouldsee

yourhardwork.Itsnotfair.Iwishicouldwakeyou"

hewhisperedashesighedandlookedathishaircut

thenhewalkedout...

Him:I'm done...

Basi:Let'sgo...
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Theyallwalkedout...

AtSummer'smother's..

LateronSummerwalkedinthekitchen,shethought

aftermovingoutherparentswouldgetsomeoneto

fixtheirkitchentotheirnormalheightbutitseems

theyhadnoplanstohaveahighercounterandthis

iswhatmadeiteasytocookforthem eachtime.

Shemadeherfatheracupofteaanddesignedhis

breadandcookiesbeforewalkingoutwiththetray.

Autumnwalkedpastherandknockedheronthe

head..

Autumn:Shale!Whatifthisguysoldyoutohuman

trafficking?

Summer:I'm nottalkingtoyou...Gapedon'tcallme
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shalewhenBasigetshere.

Sheplacedthetrayonthetablewhileherfatherand

motherwatchedsoccer.

Him:Thanksmybaby

Summer:PapaleskampitsamainanyanahaBasi

ataoutwa?

Helookedatherandsmiled,hisdaughterfinallyhad

alittleboyfriendandsheseemedtoreallylikethis

littleboy.

Him:(laughed)Sowhatdowecallyou?Summer?

Summer:Yespapaplease

Mama:(laughed)Batholeskasenyetsangwanake

nyalokamainaalona.
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Theylaughedandtherewasaknockonthedoor..

Mama:Tsena!

Thedooropenedandthetallestmanwalkedinwith

othertallgentlemenandatalloldman,from their

similaritieshewastheirfather...Okclearlytheother

threewerehisbigbrothers...Hewasdefinitelytoo

bigbuthelooked20whichwasn'tbadatall.

Mama:Pleasehaveaseat...

ThegentlemensatdownasSummerandBasi

lookedatoneanother.Shewalkedtothekitchen

andstoodbehindthedoorlookingatthem through

thedoorframespace...

Oldman:MynameisSimon,thesearemysons

Basimane,Bame,Batsileandkanako.
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Summer'sparentslookedatBasimane,thelargest

guyofthem all...Herfatherswallowedandputdown

thecupoftea.

Him:You'reBasimane?Ithoughtitsthisyoungerone

Basimane:Iam Basimane

Herfatherrubbedhishandstogetherandsighed

lookingatthisbigguy.Hiswifereachedforhis

handsandnoddedsohecoulddotherightthing...

RragweBasi:Theyshouldbeleavingtonightifthat's

OKwithyou.Iasaparentwouldliketoputyouat

easeandletyouknowBasiisawellgroomedperson.

Hewillreturnherasagreed,totaibilekelebogela

goreabelelebatsadibabadirangdilosesha.Ifit

wasbackthenyouwouldhavebeenoffendedthata

girlchildwantstotravelwithaboywhohasn'teven

saidanythingaboutmarriage.Ireallyhopewecan
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keepthiscommunication...

Him:(sighed)OK...Ididn'tknowthe"boy"isactually

suchatallmanwithbigarms...Hisbicepisthe

samesizeasSummer'sfoot...Uhnekesasologela

tota

MmagweSummer:Mmeakereyouunderstandthat

Summerisnotababy,sheisawomanofherown

house.Wecan'tstopherfrom havingfriendships.

Him:(sighed)Iknow...

Autumnwalkedinthelivingroom...

Autumn:Shale?Shalewee?(turnedtothevisitors)

Dumelang

All:Dumelang..

Autumn:BoyfriendyagaSummerkemanglele

batonalothehelajaana

RragweSummer:Tswahawena

Autumn:Shaleokaepapa?
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RragweSummer:Shewenttothekitchen

Heturnedandwalkedtothekitchenwithasmirkon

hisface,Sumnerlandedawoodenstickonhisbutt

assoonashewalkedin.

Summer:Shalekemang?

Autumn:(laughed)Shaleweekekuapapagao

mpetsa

Summer:Mxm

Shewalkedoutandherfathercalledher...

Him:ShalecanyoumakerragweBasimaneacupof

tea,imeanSummer.

Summershookherheadandwalkedinthekitchen

asBasimanesmiled.Hecouldn'twaittofuckher
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andcallherShalewithhisdickinsidehertinypussy...

Atthebedandbreakfast...

MinuteslaterBasipulledintotheparkinglotand

sighed.

Oldman:Whostayshere?

Kanako:It'smebutonlyfortonight

Oldman:Whydoyoupayforaccommodationwhen

yourbrothershavehouses

Kanako:Thereissomeoneinside..

Basi:KanagaisekeboneJune,moreeategore

dumedisamr.

Kanako:Ok...

Kanakoknockedontheirroom,Juneopenedthe

doorinagown,theyhuggedandkissedher...
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Kanako:Myfatherandbrotherswanttosayhi

June:Jesus...

Kanako:Don'tworry,itsnotabigdeal...(laughed)

Whyareyoupanicking?

June:Well,didyoutellthem I'm analbino?

Kanako:No,whydoesitmatter?

June:Justsaying..

SheputonherpantsandTshirtthensheleanedover

themirrorputtingonaneyelinerandalightpink

lipstick,sheremovedthehaircapandranherfingers

throughhergoldhair,Kanakoturnedheraroundand

heldherwaistlookinginhereyes...

Kanako:You'rebeautifuljustthewayyou're...Ilike

yourEnglishnose,iloveyoureyesandmostofall...I

loveyourwhiteskinandgoldhair...
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Heleanedoverandkissedherthensherelaxedand

sighed.

Meanwhileinthecar...

RragweBasi:Batsile?You'retooquiet..

Batsile:Gakeagotwaelaakere,obatakereng?

RragweBasi:Ilikethatyoudon'thideyourfeelings...

You'vealwaysbeenhonestwithyourself.

Bame:Heisalsobittercauseheisinfertile...Ke

pholosoitsnoteasy

Batsile:Bamewee?

Basi:(laughed)Guysjuststopfigh-sheiswhite?

EveryoneturnedandlookedatKanakoandJuneas

theyapproached...

Batsile:Kanakoistappingawhitepussy?
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Bame:Man,whyyouguysdatingweirdchicks,you

can'tchokethisgirlduringsexshe'dwakeupwitha

redneck

RragweBasi:Sesegolokemaitseolemonatewa

kuku.Finisha

Theguyslookedathim andlaughedasKanakoand

Juneapproachedthecar,theyallgotoutandshook

hands

RragweBasi:Howareyou?

June:I'm fine

Basi:Hi,wehaveablondinthefamily

June:(laughed)Hi...

Bame:Kanakoojolalelekgoa

Theylaughedandshoulderbumped...



Iam

Basi:Ok,seeyoutomorrow.Weleaveat5am,leska

selwa.

RragweBasi:Mmekanaeneyoolalanglemosadiyo

keeneayanggosemelelwa.

Batsile:(laughed)Mrskajasepe,olalekatala

TheyalllaughedasJunesmileduncomfortably,they

fistbumpedthenKanakoandJunewalkedback

inside...

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmanefinishedwatchingthemovie

andwalkedtothebedroom asherstomachrumbled,

didsheeattoomuch?Beforeshecouldthinkvomit

ranupherthroatthensheranintothebathroom and

threwup.Sherinsedhermouthandlookedatherself

onthemirror..Shetookoutherphoneandclicked

onhermenstrualapp.

*
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AtAmane'sHouse...

Shesatonthebedandsighedthoughtfully,her

grandmotherwouldwashherhandsoffher

especiallywithyetanotherfatherlessbaby.There

wasnowayBatsilewouldbelieveher,hewas

alreadyangryatthepossibilityofathirdman.The

embarrassmentshe'dfacefrom the

community...shealreadyhadhersecondbaby

beforehersoncouldwalkandnowathirdone

beforeDiamondcouldwalktoo...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelaidherfaceonthe

pillowcryingoutloud.Shegotupandrubbedher

tears...Cryingwouldn'tchangeanything,infactit

wasjustawasteoftime.Nowsheneededtobe

seriousaboutherbusinessandsupportthreeofher
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children...Shewasn'tevengoingtobotheranyone.

Thiswasherproblem...Sherubbedhertearsand

draggedherlaptopoverthenshebegunworking.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

BasistoppedatthegatethenBatsilesteppedoutof

thecarcarryingtheremaining2bottlesfrom hissix

pack,heclosedthecardoorandrubbedhisnose

withsleepyeyes.

Batsile:Seeyoutomorrow..

Basi:Sure,don'tdrinktheremainingbottlesorelse

tabeonalehangoverinthemorning.

Batsile:(tohisfather)Gosiame

Him:(smiled)Oratabirimyboy?

Basi:WaituntilyouseeBame,lekgoakeKanako.

GaashweleochomaskgoasaTVare"manineed

wora"hewilltellyouchemicalequationsand
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everythingheislearninginschool.Onetimehetold

mewhobrokehisvirginityphakelakeaswabaa

itatolaareeneneayakagaarobalaleteacherwa

gagwewaSetswana.

Batsile:(laughed)Heusedtostealmycondomsle

Simbacomplainedthathiscondomswere

disappearingmmeresabategodumelagore

Kanakowahevalegonewithhisteachers.

RragweBasi:(laughed)Hesoundslikeagoodboy,

gaobonyeopportunityoedirise.

TheylaughedoutloudasBatsilepoppedthelidof

theotherbottle...

Batsile:Goodnightgentlemen!

Heturnedandwalkedinthehousesipping,he

lockedthedoorandpulledouthisTshirtwalkingto

thebedroom.Hesatonthebedandlaidback

thoughtfullywhilehangingthebottleontheside...He
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neededapussy...Amonthwithoutagoodsweet

pussywastough...Hepickedhisphoneanddialed

Amane..

Amane:(Sleepy)Hello?

Batsile:Areyoualone?

Amane:No,I'm withmyboyfriend.Whatdoyouwant?

Batsile:Keetakoo,moreyeatsogeatsamaea

marete

Amane:Areyoudrunk?

Batsile:No,I'dnevercometoyourhousedrunk.Are

thekidsasleep?ImissChaseandDiamond.

Amane:You'renotcomingtomyhouseakeretest

yarethey'renotyours

Batsile:KebondileleboneakereI'm coming.

Amane:Mygrandmothertookthem.Don'tcome

here.Ihaveaboyfriendandidon'twantdrama.

Batsile:Moreyeatsamaekeeta.
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Amane:Mxm

Shecutthecall,hefinishedhisbeerandjumpedin

theshower...

AtBame'sHouse...

Bamesteppedoutandsmiledathisfather...

Bame:Wheredoyoustay?

Him:InMatlapaneng,ihaveatentthere.

Bame:Comesleepinmyhouse,ihaveaspareroom.

Him:(smiled)Thankyou..

Hesteppedoutandpickedhisguitarandbackpack...

Him:GoodnightBasi
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Basi:Goodnight,wewilltalktoyouwhenweget

backfrom Zimbabwe.

Him:Noproblem...

HedroveoffthenBameandhisfatherwalkedinthe

house....

Bame:Ican'tbelieveyou'restillplayingtheguitar...

Countrymusicremindsmeofoneofthegoodold

dayswhenyou'dsingforuswhilewesataroundthe

fireplacewithmama.

Him:Ifonlyiknewwhatihad,thewomani

abandonedmyfamilyforusedmeandchasedme

whenshewasdonewithme.

Bame:I'm justdisappointedthatyouneverbothered

tocometous.

Him:Abandoningchildrenisembarrassing,you

disappearforamonthandgettooembarrassedto

actuallyshowupthenmonthsturnintoyears,which

ismoreembarrassing..Themoreyearspassthe
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moreitbecomestooembarrassing.Iwantedtobuti

wonderedwhatyouorthecommunitywillsay.

Bame:Iunderstand..Comehere...(openedthedoor)

Thisismyguestroom,youcansleepoverthere.

Him:Thanks

Hesatonthebedandsighedholdinghisguitar,

Bamesighedandclosedthedoorbeforeleaving....

AtBasimane'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBasiwalkedinthehouseonvideo

callwithSumnerwhileshelaidonthebedsmilingat

him...

Basi:WarengShale?

Summer:(laughed)Iaskedthem nottocallmethat

infrontofeveryone.
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Basi:It'sapetname,itmeansyou'reloved...Ilikeit.

Sumner:ifyousayso...

Hesatonthebedandsmiled...

Basi:Caniseethattinypussy

Summer:Basitherra

Basi:Please...Justapeak

Shemovedthephonedownhersmallpussyand

quicklymovedit.

Basi:(laughed)Ididn'tevenseeanything

Summer:(laughed)Obakile

Basi:Iloveyou..

Summer:Iloveyoumore.Goodnight

Basi:Goodnight
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Hehungupandsighedlayingdown.

AtAmane'sHouse...

Laterthatnightaknockwokeherfrom hersleep,

shefrownedinthedark...Wasthisguyserious?

Batsile:(knocked)Babe?

Shepulledaduvetoverherheadandlaiddown.

MeanwhileoutsideBatsiletookouthisphoneandlit

throughthekeyhole..

Batsile:Iknowyou'reinthere....Babe?
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Therewassilence,hewalkedbacktothecarand

openedtheboot.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseAmanegotupand

peakedthroughthewindowtoseeifhewasgone

butheapproachedthedoorwithsomekindofmetal.

Wasthisguycrazy?!

Shequicklyputonhersleepersandwalkedtothe

livingroom tyingherrobeashetemperedwiththe

door...

Amane:Batsileareyoutryingtobreak-in?

Batsile:Bulaee...Ipromiseiwon'ttouchyou.Ijust

wantsomeonetotalkto.

Amane:Notwhenyou'redrunk,canyoupleaseleave.

I'm feelingsickandI'm notinthemoodforyour

drunkepisodes.

Batsile:Nnakeatsena..
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Heinsertedthemetalandkickedthedoorasthekey

lockdroppedonthefloor.Hesteppedinandclosed

thedoorthenheputdownthemetalbarandpulled

heroverforakissasshetiltedherhead.Hepulled

herchinandkissedherwhileheslippedhishandin

herpanties,heturnedheraroundandpushedher

againstthewallthenheliftedhergownandpulled

downherpanties..

Batsile:(breathingheavily)Fuck,imissedthis

pussy...

Amane:Batsi-uhhhhhshit!

Hepulledoutandstrokedhimselfthenhe

#removed..

*

*

*
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AtSummer'sHouse...

ThenextmorningSummerstoodbeforethemirror

fixingherselfup,therewasacarbeepthenshe

pickedherhandbagasBasimanewalkedinand

closedherbaglyingonthebed.

Basi:Areyouready?

Summer:(smiled)Yeah...

Heleanedoverkissingherandwalkedoutthenshe

walkedoutsideandlockedthedoor.Hesmiled

watchingherlockthedoor,thehandlehadbeenput

toherrightheight,weirdbutverythoughtfully.He

openedthedoorandpickedherupputtingher

inside..
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Basimane:Camewithtwopillowssoyoucanenjoy

theroadview.

Summer:Howthoughtfulofyou,howcomeinever

thoughtofthis...I'm goingtoenjoytheroadtrip..

Hekissedherandclosedthedoorthenhedroveoff

dialingBame...

AttheBnB...

MeanwhileKanakoloadedtheirbagswhileJune

walkedoutwithherhandbag..Heturnedaroundand

putawarm scarfaroundherneckbeforekissingher

andopeningthedoor.

Hegotinandclosedthedoorthentheyheldhands

andclosedtheireyes.
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Kanako:Fatherpleaseprotectusfrom theroad

accidentsandanimalsaswewillbedrivingfor14

hours.

June:InJesusnamewepray

Both:Amen.

HeleanedoverkissingherandinsertedtheUSBfor

music..

Kanako:Ready?

June:(smiledturningtheairconon)Yeah,I'venever

beenoutsidethecountry.I'm excited.Howmany

timeshaveyoubeenthere?

Kanako:It'sourfirsttime,resalaSimbamorago,his

wife'sfamilyisalsogoing,it'sabout4carsmakinga

totalof7carscauseBameandBatsilearedriving

together,butwewilljointhem ontheway.Weare

notattendingtheirbriefing.

June:Ican'twait..
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Hestartedthecaranddroveoff...

AtBatsile'sHouse....

Bameparkedinfrontofthehouseandknockedon

thedoor...

Bame:YoBatman?!Wearelate!

Hewalkedtothewindowandknockedbefore

lookingaround,onlythecompanycarwasparking

here.Clearlyhewasout..Hisphonerang...

Bame:Hello?

Basi:Whereareyouguys?Wearejoiningeveryone,

theothercarsleftalready.

Bame:Batsileisnothome!
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Basi:Whereishe?Heisnothere.KanakoandJune

areheretoo..

Bame:Idon'tunderstandgoreoilekae

Basi:Letmetrytocallhim too

Bame:Sure.

Hehungupandtriedcallingbutitjustrang

unanswered.Hegotbackinthecarandsatdown...

AtSimba'sHouse...

SimbaadjustedtheseatasJalowalkedoverwith

herhandoverherbump,shegotinthenheclosed

thedoorasoneoftheuncleswalkedover...

Uncle:Wejustfollowyouright?

Simba:(smiledsilly)GaonaGooglemapmalume?

Uncle:Simbatheweddingisnotdoneicanstill
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chargeyouagain

Simba:(laughed)UncleI'm justaskingcausemy

wifeispregnantsoshewillbepeeingontheway,I'll

bestoppingeverynowandthenplustheboysmight

needthetoilettoo.TobetsaGooglemapandtake

thelead...Letmeshowyou

Uncle:Wenakanawaremongwlemongwekewadi

computarajaakawena..

Simbaclickedonitandzoomedinthenheshowed

him...

Uncle:Ohok,mmeitseasygapefrom hereit'sthe

roadsiknow.

Simba:Yeah,

Uncle:I'lltakethelead.

Simba:Yeah,I'llbebehindyouthough.

TheuncledroveoffasSimbajoinedin,twomore
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eldersfollowedbeforeKanakoandBasijoinedthe

cars...

BasidialedBatsileagainandtherewasnoanswer,

hecalledBame...

Bame:Hello?

Basi:Lekae?

Bame:Heisstillnothome,eish!

Basi:MaybehewenttoAmanda'shouse

Bame:No,itcan'tbeAmanda.You'vejustreminded

me....GaatagiwaoyakogoAmane.Letmecallher.

Basi:Shap,youguyswillfindusontheway.Weleft.

Bame:Sure

Hehungupanddialedher...
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AtAmane'sHouse

MeanwhileKanako'scallwentunansweredwith

Batsile'sphonelyingonthedashboard...

Insidethebedroom Batsilepulledoutandsmacked

hisheavymushroom headonherthenheslidinand

begunthrusting,herphonerangandhekeptgoing,

hehungherlegoverhisshoulderandwentdeeper

asthephonekeptringing...

Amane:(panting)Maybe-it'sthekids.Letme

answer..

Hekeptgoingandfinallyslidoutthenhegrabbed

herbythehairandstrokedhimselfoverherface

whileshewasonherknees...

Batsile:(grunted)Uhfuck!
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Sheclosedhereyesashiswarm thicknessdropped

onherface,hesmackedthemushroom headonher

cheeksandpulledherupbythenecklookinginher...

Batsile:Gogetcleanedup..

Shewalkedinthebathroom andshowered,she

showeredquicksohedoesn'tfindherintheshower

butthedooropenedjustasshewaswashingoffthe

soap...

Hesteppedintheshowerandleanedoverkissing

herneckasherpussythrobbedin,somuchsoshe

thoughtitwouldfalloff...

Amane:BatsileI'm tired....

Hepulledhercloserandkissedherasthewaterran
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downtheirbodies,shesteppedoutandreachedfor

atowelthenhesteppedoutandpushedherback

downasheslidinfrom behindandpushedher

closerwithbothhands...

Hetookitfrom behindwhileshewipedherfaceand

openedtheshelves,shegotherfacecream and

applieditwhileheworkedonher,atsomepointshe

stoppedandtightlygrabbedthebasintapswhilehe

atethatcookie,heputhisarm overherneckasthey

facedthemirrorthenhewentdeep...

Shewalkedoutofthebathroom whilehewalked

behindherpluggedandthrusting...

Amane:Batsileplease....Ican'tfeelmybody,please

stop.Iwanttosleepgakealalakerobetse...

Heputhisarm overherneckandbumpedonher

andtherewasaknock.
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Bame:Batman?

Amane:(screamed)Bame!?Pleasehelp!

Sheknewforsureifshescreamedforhisbrother

he'dstop,whowouldn't,butBatsilespedupas

Bame'sfootstepsapproached...

Amane:Letgoofmeyourbrotheriscomingin...

Batsilekeptgoinginandoutonfullforceasshe

stoodonhertoes,shecouldliterallyfeelhishead

pushingherstomachcontentsuptoherthroatand

steppingonhertoesdidn'thelpasshefrowned

panting.BamewalkedinasAmanepickedhertowel

andblockedherchest.

BamesteppedoverandhuggedherwhileBatsile

drilledfrom behind.
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Bame:(caressedher)Relax....Heisalmost

there....(athim)Mrakoodirekapelanakoechaile

kana...

Batsilegaveherthelaststrokeandpulsatedinside

herwhileBamehuggedherrubbingherback,Batsile

letgoofherandslowlypulledoutofheruntilhisD

droppedoutandwavedaroundwithafewdrops

fallingoff.

BamepeeledtheduvetoffforherasAmane

uncomfortablycoveredherselfwithatowel...she

missedastepalmostfallingasBamecaughther

andhelpedhergetinbed,Sheshamefullycovered

herselfwiththeduvetandlaiddown,whatjust

happenedrightnow!?Howwouldsheeverfacehis

brothersafterthis.

Bame:Everyoneisgonetherra!Let'sgo!
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Batsilesteppedintohisboxerbriefsandpackedhis

anacondalyingitacrossthenhejumpedintohis

pants...

Batsile:I'm done,wewillcatchupwiththem...

Bame:Amanekeyakokoloing,oshapoakere?

Amane:(undertheblanket)Yes..

BamewalkedoutthenBatsilepickedhiskeysand

satontheedgeofthebedpeelingtheduvetoff...

Batsile:(softly)Hey,I'lltalktosomeonetofixthe

door.

Amane:Whydidyoudothatwithyourbrotherinthe

room?

Batsile:Ididn'tcallhim akereyoucalledhim in...I'll
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callyoubeforeileave.Getsomerestandletme

knowifyouneedanything.

Heleanedoverkissingherandwalkedout...

*

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thisislastnight'sinsert.

Idozedoffbeforeposting.

*

*

*
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#67

AtAmane'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningAmanesatonthebedholdingthe

mirrorandlaidonherbackputtingitbetweenher

legs,itwasswollenbutitdidn'thavecrackslikeshe

thought.

Therewasaknockatthedoor,sheputonher

pantiesandclothesthenshewalkedoverandletthe

handymanin...

Him:Hi,MrMotsumisaidishouldcomeinspectthe

doorandbuyareplacementifneedbe.

Amane:Ok,thisisthedoor...

Him:Ok..
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Sheturnedandwalkedinthekitchenwhereshe

madeacupofteathoughtfully,wasAmandasaying

allthatjustsoshewouldn'tseethepointintesting

again?Itdidn'tmakesensethatthoseresultscame

backnegative.IfindeedDifehadlowsperm

mortalitythenthesechildrenarehis...She'dnever

sleptwithanyoneexceptBatsileandifsheis

pregnantnowhowcometheresultscameback

negative...ButthenthewayBatsilehadchangedhe

wasn'tthetypeyoucanjusttalktoaboutthese

things.Moneyhadchangedhim andhewas

arrogant,selfishandallaboutpleasinghimself.

Shepickedherteaandwalkedtothebedholdingit

withbothhands,shesatontheedgeofthebedand

sipped...Thishadtobethelastcupofteanowthat

shewaspregnant.

Itwasstillhardtobelievehejustdidthatwithhis

brotherintheroom,therewasalittlebitofhopethat
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he'dcomebackandtheywouldfixthingsbutthis?

Clearindicationhewasn'tcomingbackandshe

neededawaytobeaway...Hedidn'ttakenoforan

answerandafterbreakinginlikethatclearlyshe

wasn'tgoingtohandlehim alone.Shepickedher

phoneanddialedBasimane...

Basi:Hello?

Amane:Hi,itsme.

Basi:Howareyou?

Amane:I'm fine...Well,I'm notfine...Batsileoletsea

kokonyaabekeganagommulela,hewentbackto

thecarandcamebackkatshipiandhebrokeinto

myhouse.Hehadsexwithmethewholenightle

phakela

Basi:What?Herapedyou?

Amane:Well,idon'twanttocallitrapebecausei

lovehim.Ijustdon'tthinkhefeelsthesameway

aboutmebecausehecangoforawholemonthnot

callingortextingbutonthatverydayhefeelshe
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needssexhecomestomyhouseibilelegonegaa

reetsegakegana.Todaywhathurtmeisthathedid

thiswithhisbrotherinthehouse...Hedidn'tstop

nnakebabalelwasoithoughtificallhisbrotherhe

willstopbutBameleenegaatsenakeanhugger

amontshwerela.

Basi:Kantebashianyanababaapekanewena?O

serious?Didthisreallyhappen?

Amane:I'm stillshockedmyself,ifeeldisgustedwith

myself.Batsilegaanthateandmaybeheis

punishingmeformypastbutisn'titenoughifke

punishment?

Basi:I'lltalktothem both,kantebaapeka.Who

walksintheroom whenhisbrotherishavingsex.

BameleBatsilekanabahemile.Sowarethewhole

night?

Amane:Yes

Basi:WhyoletellaBatsileaikgotsogatsakawena

mmeasabategogodiragirlfriend?Doyoureally

knowBatsile?Ifyoukeepfeedinghim withsexyou

won'thaveaboyfriend.Heisgoingtoharasshim
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feelingentitledtoyourbody.

Amane:Hedoesn'tlistenwhenisaynobutI've

decidedtomoveoutgoreaskaitsegorekennakae.

Basi:Ok,butI'lltalktohim.Ididn'tknowogoharasa

likethat.Howareyoufeeling?

Amane:I'm fine

Basi:Ok,ketabakgalemelabothe.Eneyooditsebe

yoleketabualeenegaanagotholaathapelelwa

mogowena.Akalalaitakahagodimogagagomme

aregaogirlfriend.

Amane:Thanks

Basi:Networkyacutter,Shap

Amane:Bye

Hehungupandcontinueddrinkingcoffee.....

AtAmanda'sHouse....
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LaterthatmorningAmandawokeuptothesoundof

thetoiletflushingthenTefowalkedoutandputon

hispants.

Shesatupholdingtheblankettoherchest...

Tefo:Goodmorning

Amanda:Morning

Tefo:Youweretossingandturningthewholenight,

anythingbotheringyou?

Amanda:Justcases

Tefo:Areyousure?

Amanda:Promisemeyouwon'tjudgemeifitellyou

whathappened..

Tefo:Whathappened?

Amanda:Promisemeyouwon'tjudgeme

Hesatnexttoherandsmiled...
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Tefo:Maybeyou'reforgettingwhoyou'retalkingto,i

can'tjudgeanyonewithallthetroubleibeenand

gettingmyselfinto.Iwon'tjudgeyou...Tellmewhat

happened,whateveritusicanfixit.

Shesighedreluctantlyandnarratedeverythingwhile

helistenedthenhelaughed...

Amanda:It'snotfunny

Tefo:(laughed)IswearI'llnevercrossyou,carryon...

Shecontinuedtalking...

AtBame'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonSimoncleanedhisroom andthe

restofthehousethenhewalkedinthekitchenand
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stoodthere...Eventhoughhewastoldtoeat

everythinghewantsandfeelathome,itstillwasn'ta

goodfeeling...

Heopenedthefridgeandtookoutafewthingsthen

hesatdownandate.Helookedat4remotecontrols

andhecouldn'tfigureoutwhichonewasfortheTV

soheateinaquiethousethenhesteppedoutand

begunraking,thisboy....Heonlycleanedthehouse

insideandthegrasswasrightathisdoorstep,he

stillwonderedwhyhewassinglestayinginsuch

filth...

Atthefillingstations...

Lateronallthecarsrolledintotheparkinglotand

refilledtheirtanksbeforepullingintotheparkinglot

whileothersboughtlunchinthenextrestaurant...

Basistoppedthecarandsighed...
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Basi:I'm goingtotalktotheseguys,areyougoingin

tobuyanythingoryou'dwaitforme?

Summer:I'llwaitforyou.Skabaomanyathatathe

rrarenalebatho.Youlookangry

Basi:I'm notangry..

HeturnedandwalkedtowardsBatsile'scarasthe

guyssteppedoutofthecarplayingmusic.

Basi:Boelangmotengrebue.

Theylookedatoneanotherandgotbackinthecar

asBasigotinthebackseat.

Basi:Amanecalledmehoursback...Whathappened?

Batsile:It'scomplicated

Basi:(toBame)Andthenwenanoobataengmo
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teng?

Bame:Sorry,shecalledmeandigotinbuthewas

alreadyfinishingsoididn'tseetheneedtorushhim

offsoitoldhertorelaxsohecouldfinish.

Basilookedathim speechless....

Bame:Butitwon'thappenagain,I'm sorry.

Batsile:I'lltalktoherandapologise,ididn'tthinkit

wasabigdeal.Totannaienjoyitwhensomeoneis

resisting...It'saboutcontrolandallthat...Ithas

nothingtodowithher...

Basi:DidyoudothattoAmanda?

Batsile:Amandatakesthelead,idon'twanttobe

constantlydominatedbyawoman...Sexwith

Amandawasdifferent,igetwhatiwantfrom

Amanda.

Basi:Sowhyareyounotdatingher?Womentie

everythingtoloveandrespectkanaBatsile
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Batsile:YouknowhowifeelaboutAmanebutthat

doesn'tmeanI'm notgoingtocum alloverherface.

Whatidotoawomanduringsexhasnothingtodo

withmyfeelings.

Basi:Wabonagoregakeomane?

Batsile:Andiappreciatethat,ididn'tmeantohurt

herlikethat.I'lltalktoherandapologise

Basi:Othabisitsengwanadithong,womentake

certainthingstooserious.Idon'tunderstandwhere

youtwogetthatbehaviourbecauseyoucouldnever

dothattome.

Bame:Itwon'thappenagain

Batsile:Totaididn'tknowshe'dbeoffended,I'llsort

itoutwithher

Basi:Andstopusingher,shecan'treportyou

becausesheprobablylovesyou,nowyou'retaking

advantage..

Batsile:I'llsortitout.

TherewassilenceasBatsile'sheartpounded,
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knowingbigbrohecouldpunchhim righthere...

Basi:I'm goingtogetsomethingtoeatwithSummer.

Batsile:Ok..

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoorastheguys

sighedinrelief....

AtAmane'snewhouse..

LaterthateveningAmanewalkedinthebathroom

withrollsoftowelsandpackedthem intothestand...

Herphonereceivedanemail,shetookitoutand

clickedonit.

.
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AtAmanda'sHouse....

LatereveningAmanda'sphonerangonthekitchens

counterwhileshechoppedsomevegetables,she

pausedandpicked...

Amanda:Hello?

Voice:Hi,imanagedtotalktomysupervisor.They

weresentemails.

Amanda:Whatdidyousay?Won'tyougetcaught?

Voice:No,ijustprofessionallylaiddownmy

suspicions.

Amanda:Ok,thankyousomuch.AndI'm sorryfor

puttingyouinsuchasituation.

Voice:It'sok,(laughed)thepaywasworthit.
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Amanda:(laughed)Bye

Shehungupandputdownherphonethenshe

carriedonchoppingvegetables.Forsomereason

gettingthisfixeddidn'tfeelassatisfyingasan

apologywould,shecouldonlyimaginetheconfusion

thosekidsmusthavefelt...Theywerehernephew

andnieceafterall.Didshejustallowamantocome

betweenherandhersister?Butthenhadshe

respectedthoseboundariestheywouldn'tbehere...

Apologisingwouldonlymakemattersworsethough,

somethingsareleftunsaid.Therewasaknockon

thedoorthenshewalkedoverandopenedthe

door....

Amanelookedatherwithalongface...

Amanda:Comein

Amane:Thanks...
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ShesteppedinandsighedasAmandaclosedthe

door...

Amane:Ioweyouanapology,whentheDNAtest

showedBatsileisnotthefatherthrfirstthingthat

cametomymindwasthatyoupaidoneoflabguys

tochangetheresultssoicanbeembarrassedand

mychildrencanpayforourmistakes.Iknowitwas

wrongandI'm sorry.Thehospitalsentmeanemail

tellingmetheysuspectsampleswerecontaminated

sotheywillretestthem.Ididn'twanttoapologise

overthephonebecauseilekeomanaicamehere

andcalledyouallsortsofnames.I'm reallysorry,if

you'renotreadytoforgivemeI'llunderstandbutyou

deserveanapology..

Shereachedinherpocketandsmiledhandinghera

smallgiftbox..

Amandaopeneditandsmiledtearfullylookingatthe

earrings,thetypesshelikes...Theonlytypeshe
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didn'thaveinhercollection.

Amanda:Theseearringsareexpensivebecause

they'rehandmade..

Amane:(smiled)I'm sorryforbeingtoorudeand

jumpingintoconclusions.

Amandarubbedhertearsandhuggedher,they

smiledandhuggedforaboutaminutethenshe

leanedback...

Amanda:Iforgiveyoubutyoudidn'thaveto

apologise.Anysanepersonwouldhavesuspected

somethingwasfishy.I'm justgladBatsilewillfinally

spendtimewithhischildrenanddotherightthing.

Youdidn'tgrowupinaproperfamilyandigrewup

twolovingparentssoiseethedifferencebetween

youandme...You'vetoldmeaboutallyour

difficultiesgrowingupandithurtsmethatmy

motherlovesmebutshedoesn'tloveyou.Ithinkif
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youandBatsilecanbethereforyourchildren,evenif

you'renotdatingbutthechildrenneedbothparents

tobethebestversionsofthemselves.Chaseand

Diamonddeservelovefrom bothparents...

Amane:Ihopehewillagreetoretest,hedoesn't

trustme.

Amanda:Hewillagreeandyoucanevengivehim

thepermissiontotestthem aloneforhis

satisfaction.

Amane:True,waitseiwasconfusedbythoseresults.

Amanda:Atleastnowyouknowthetruth.

Amane:Akere

Amanda:Cometothekitchen,I'm makinghoriatiki

salad...Yourfavourite

TheywalkedinthekitchenwhereAmanepickeda

slicedpieceoftomatoandate...
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Amanda:Wherearethechildren?

Amane:Withmygrandmother.Ihavealotoforders

soiwon'thavetimeforthechildren.

Amanda:Whydon'tyouhireamaid?

Amane:Idon'thavecamerasinthehouse,ihave

trustissues.Alotbabiesgetabusedbymaids

especiallywhenachilddoesn'ttalk.18monthsand

6monthsistoosmall...Iprefermygrandmother,

maidgobatangwanaakgonagobuawhat

happened.

Amanda:True,you'reright.

Amanetookoutthesaladdressersandsqueezed

them overthesalad...

Amanda:HaveyoutalkedtoBatsile?Whatdidhe

say?

Amane:Iassumetheyalsosenthim anemailbuti

haven'ttalkedtohim.Hewillcallmeifhethinksit's

important.Idon'twanttoforcemychildrenonhim,.
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Amanda:Ok,butithinkhewilldotherightthing...

Theypickedtheirplatesandheadedtotheliving

room wheretheysatdownandate.

InMutare,Zimbabwe...

MeanwhileBatsileandBamewalkedinthehouse

followingSimba'sauntanduncle...

Aunt:Comethisway....

Thebrothersfollowedher,therewasadelicious

aromacomingfrom thekitchenwiththesoundof

foodfryingandthespoonhittingagainstthepan.

Theybothglancedinthekitchenastheypassedby

buttheycouldn'tseethefaceoftheyoungwoman

standingbythestove.
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Aunt:Thisistheroom you'llbeusing..

BameandBatsileputdowntheirbagsandsighed...

Aunt:(calledout)Diva?!Diva!?

Herdaughterwalkedin,thebrothersturnedand

lookedather...

Aunt:ThisismydaughterMudiwa,shewillassist

youifyouneedanything.MudiwathisisBameand

Batsile,it'stheguestsitoldyouwewillbehosting

from Botswana.

Mudiwa:(shooktheirhands)Hello

Bame:(softlyshookherhand)Hi

Batsile:(shookherhand)Hello

Aunt:Pleasehaveabath,wehavetotakeyouback

toSimba'sfathersforthedinner.Everyonewillbe
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there.

Bame:Ok...

Mudiwa:Thebathroom isthisside..

Batsile:Thanks

Theywalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

Bame:Doyouthinksheisover21?

Batsile:Itdoesn'tmatter,don'tsleepwithher,otare

kobisamr.

Bame:(laughed)Ijustaskedasimplequestion...

Batsile:I'm serious,herparentsarehostingus,you

can'tthankthem byfuckingtheirdaughter.

Bame:Ok,whatever...

BamepulledouthisTshirtandwalkedinthe

bathroom.
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Attheotherfamilyhome...

Afteralongwarm bathKanakoandJunestepped

outoftheirroom andjoinedthefamilyintheliving

room.

Oldman:Areyouready?WearegoingtoSimba's

father's

Kanako:Weareready...Letmegetherjerseyincase

shegetscold

Oldman:Ok...

Theoldman'swifewalkedinwithaplatefullof

fruits...

Her:Havethisasstarter.

June:Thankyouauntie...
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Kanakowalkedbackinandtheywalkedoutwhile

Juneatethefruits.Theygotinthecarandfollowed

thecarasshedialedhermother...

Her:Hello?

June:Hi,wearrivedsafely.Gomonatemmakwano,

thepeopleareloving.

Her:That'sgoodtohear.Takepicturesmmarebone

Zimbabwe

June:Well,Zimbabweisactuallybetterthani

thought.Mutareisverybeautiful...Idon'tknowwhyi

thoughtit'sfullofshacksandpoverty,maybeits

becauseofthenegativestorieswekeephearing

aboutZimbabwe.Andoneinterestingthingabout

thisplaceishowcleanitis...Zimbabweocleangore,

(laughed)noplasticsflyingaroundlikebackathome.

Her:(laughed)2hoursinZimbabweandyou're

alreadytalkingbadaboutusgasegoreokope

citizenshiponneMozimbabwe

June:(laughed)Gatwetomorrowwewillbetouring
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thecity.Heimmait'ssoclean.Iloveithere.

Her:Ok,I'm gladyou'reenjoying.SayhitoKanako.

June:Willdo,bye

Shehungupandsmiledlookingoutthewindow

enjoyingthecityview,Kanakoreachedoverandheld

herhandbeforekissingit,hecouldn'twaitforthe

dinnertoendsohecouldhaveheralltohimself...

AtSimba'sfather's...

LaterthatnightBatsileandBamewalkedintheliving

room wheretwotableshadbeenlinedupwithchairs

foreveryonetohavedinner...

Youngwomenservedeveryoneatthetableas

Batsilesatdowntakingouthisphone,heclickedon

hisemailsandfrownedreadingit...
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Hepulledthechairbackandsteppedoutdialing

Amanebuthiscalldidn'tgothrough.Heclickedon

hernumberandtypedamessage.

Batsile:Hey,didyoureceivetheemailigot?Weneed

toretest,anddidyougetthatmorningafterpill?I'm

panickingbecauseifnotthatwouldmeanthe3rd

baby. ♂Ican'tbelieveihavesomanybabies,

Iam adad! Icanfeelit.

Hesentthemessagebutitbounced,clearlyshe

blockedhim.Hesighedandwalkedinthedining

room wherehesatdownpickedtheforktryingtoeat

buthe'dsuddenlylosttheappetite.Hecheckedher

othersocialmediatosendthesamemessagebut

shehadblockedhim ineverything..

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm tonight.Like

andleaveacomment.
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#69

AtSimba'suncle's...

Laterthatnightthewholefamilywalkedoutofthe

housechattingtheirwaytothecars...

Batsilewalkedovertohisbrother...

Batsile:Canyouborrowmeyourphone?

Basi:Sure

Hetookouthisphoneandhandedittohim then

BatsilehurriedtothecardialingAmane.

AtAmane'sHouse...
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MeanwhileAmanesatonthebedgoingthroughher

orderbudgetthenherphonerang.

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hey,canwetalk?

Amane:Aboutwhat?

Batsile:Igotanemailaboutthetestbutbeforeiget

intothatiwanttoapologiseformybehaviourlast

nightandthismorning.I'm reallysorry,iwasn't

thinkingstraightandthemoreithinkaboutitthe

moreifeelguilty.I'm sorryfordisrespectingyou.

Amane:It'sok,itwillneverhappenagainsothereis

noneedformetobehungonit.

Batsile:Thankyou...Aboutthetests,howdoyoufeel

aboutit?Idon'tknowwhyI'm excitedbutican'twait..

Amane:Ijustwanttogetitoverwith.

Batsile:Youdon'tsoundhappyaboutmebeing

possiblythedad
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Amane:Iwouldhavebeenexcitedifitwasamonth

agobutafteryourbehaviouridon'tknow,ijustfeel

likeyoumightmisunderstandwhatthisisandkeep

harassingmebecauserenalebana.Iam stillangry

aboutwhatyoudid,I'm movingoutandiwon'tshow

youmyhouse.Wewillcoparenthela,yagoreereo

batasexabeotagompharasastopstodaybecausei

willnothesitatetosendyoutojail.

Batsile:Iwon'tmisbehavebutiunderstandifyou

don'ttrustme.Kanteneonolemorningafterpill

nakoele?

Amane:Imissedmyperiod

Batsile:Shit,(rubbedhishead)um...OK...AtleastI'll

bethereforthisonefrom thebeginning.Canyou

unblockme?IpromiseI'llbehave.I'llonlycallwhen

it'snecessary.

Amane:Iforgotthatiblockedyouthismorning.I

wasgoingtocutyouoffmylifebutbecauseidon't

wanttocomebetweenyouandthechildrenI'llhave

tofindawaytotalktoyouinamaturemannermme

helaifyoucrossthelineI'm reportingyou.Infact
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youbehavethewayyoudidthismorningyou'llgoto

jailforrape.

Batsile:Iunderstand,I'm sorry.

Amane:It'sOK.

Batsile:Goodnight

Amane:Goodnight

Hehungupandsighedleaningback.Simbaknocked

onthewindowandleanedin...

Simba:Howareyousettlinginatmyuncle's?

Batsile:Wearegood,it'sgreatman.Yourfamilyis

sweet.

Simba:Alright,talktomeifyouneedanything.

Batsile:Sure

SimbawalkedbacktoBamewheretheystoodby

chattingloudly.
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MeanwhileKanakoputhissweateroverJune's

shouldersastheywalkedout,thedinnerwasfinally

overbuttheseoldieswerestillchatting.Ifonlyhe

knewhiswayaroundhe'ddrivehomeandspend

timewithher...Justthetwoofthem...Heopened

thedoorforherandgotinthentheysighedsittingin

thecar,helookedatherforasecondandleaned

overkissinghersoftlips,hereachedunderneathher

topandtouchedherwhitenipple...

June:Babeno,peoplearestandingoverthere...

Shepushedhishandoutandpulleddownhertop,he

leanedoverandbabykissedherlips...

MeanwhileBatsileopenedthedoorandfixed

Summer'spillowbeforehelpingherinthenheclosed

thedoorandgotin...
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Basi:Howwasit?

Summer:Itwasgreat,ilovedthefood..

Basi:(softly)Great...

Heleanedoverkissingherashishandcaressedher

thighallthewaytoherpanties,shegrabbedhis

wristtostophim.Hetouchedherchinandkissed

herbeforestartingthecarandfollowingtheirhost...

AtOne'shouse...

LaterthatnightOne'sphonebuzzedwhilesheslept,

shereachedoverandpickedthecall...

One:Hello?

Thandie:Hi,ihavehomework.

One:Daddyokae?

Thandie:Heissleepingbesidesheisnotagood
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teacher,youknowhegetsimpatient.

One:(satuprubbinghereyes)OK,readoutthefirst

questionsowecangetstarted.

Shewalkedinthebathroom andpeedwhileThandie

readoutthequestionsthentheydidthehomework

overthephonewhileOnemadeherselfcornflakes.

One:Youunderstandright?

Thandie:Yeah,iwrotedowntheanswer.Tomorrow

I'm goingtomama'shouse.

One:Ok,letaatsamayasenteakere.

Thandie:Ng,canigogetBrightonwhenwegetback?

Wemisshim.

One:Yes,you'lltalktomethenI'lltellmymotherwell

intime.

Peter:(inthebackground)Whoareyoutalkingto?

Thandie:It'sOne...Wejustfinisheddoinghomework.
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Peter:MosadiyowameThandie,gasewarona

Thandie:(laughed)Jeso

Peter:(gotthephone)Babe

One:Hi

Peter:Idozedoff...(yawning)Howareyou?

One:I'm good.

Peter:Alright,iwonderingwhosheistalkingto.

Thesekidscan'tbetrustedwithphones.

One:NnyaaThandieisagoodchild.

Peter:Iloveyou,Goodnight

One:Goodnight,iloveyoutoo..

Shehungupandbeguneating...

AtBasimane&Summer'sroom...

MeanwhileBasiwalkedintheroom andtookoffhis
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Tshirt,heplacedhisclothesonthechairandjoined

Summerinbed...

Hemovedcloserpullingheroverandpinnedhis

elbowlookingatherwithasmile...

Basi:So,howisgoingsofar?

Summer:Goinggood..

Heleanedoverandkissedherreachingforher

breast,Summer'sheartbegunpoundingashe

grabbedherlittlehandandplaceditoverhisboner.

Itfilledherhandandshecouldn'tclosehergrip

aroundit...

Hegotontopofherandsoftlykissedherthenhe

gentlypulledoutherpantiesandhookedhishands

behindherlegsspreadingher.Heleanedoverand

suckedhertinyclit...Justlookingatthislittlething

gothispre-cum dripping.Hekissedmovedtoher
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nippleandlipsthenhe#Removed.

*

*

*

#69

Hegotontopofherandsoftlykissedherthenhe

gentlypulledoutherpantiesandhookedhishands

behindherlegsspreadingher.Heleanedoverand

suckedhertinyclit...Justlookingatthislittlething

gothispre-cum dripping.Hiskissesmovedtoher

nippleandlipsthenheleapedupstrokinghisdick,

beingoverherlittlebodywasabitdisturbing...Fora

momentitlookedlikeagrownmanoverafiveyear

oldbuthefoughttheguiltoffandkissedherthenhe

movedupsoherlittlebodycanbeclosetohisdick,

herubbedhimselfupanddownherpubicareaand

hisdickcoveredthewholeareafrom herpussyover

herstomach,heknewhewasbigbutshemadehim



Iam

lookhuge...

Herheartpoundedastheheavyveineddick

smackedheragainstherthenheblockedherpussy,

shecouldbarelybreathtrappedunderhisbigbody

andthatdicklookedwaybiggernowthatitwasfully

erect,hecircledhismushroom headaroundher

smearingtheircum andpushedthroughherflesh,

shestretchedsomuchitfeltlikeshewascracking...

"Uuuh...."shegroaned,hepulledbackandstroked

himselfwiththeircum thenheplaceditbackonher

pussyandpushedthroughherfleshstretchingher

littlepussy,shebitherliptryingtoholdonbutthe

morehepushedthroughthewiderherpussy

stretchedandthepainwasunbearable...Sheputher

littlehandsuptohisstomachtryingtopushbuthis

sixpackerectedasheloweredhimselfdeepinher

pussystretchingher...."Basi....Uhhh"shecriedout

thenhepulledoutandstrokedhimself...
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Basi:Kanagaisekeire,noteventheheadisin..

Summer:(tearfully)It'spainful

Basi:(hewipedhertears)Babeitcan'tbeeasy...We

bothknewwewouldstrugglebutyouhavetomeet

mehalfway...I'm notgoingtoputitallinthere

becauseitobviouslywon'tfitbuttheheadshouldgo

in..

Summer:(sniffled)Nnakeatshabajaanong

Basi:Canwetryonemoretime?

Heclosedherlittlelegstogetherandgotontopof

herthenheslippedhisdickbetweenherlegsand

begunthrustingherthighs...

Summerfinallyrelaxed,he'ddecidedtogoforthe

thighsthoughtheheadofhisdicktappedherpussy

gently,hegainedspeedthrustingherandgrunted

eachtimehisdicktouchedherwarm pussylips.He

tappedthosewetpussylipsabouttwotimesand

knewthethirdtimehegoingin...Surelyitwouldhurt
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buthehadto...Hethrustthroughthethighsone

moretimeandranthroughherpussylipsrightinto

hertightlittlepussytearingthroughthathymen,

Summerjumpedtryingtopushhim offbuthe

pressedherdownwithhisheavybodyandstayedin

herpussywithaquarterofhisdick...

Summer:(tearfully)Basintsha....Ntsha....Uhmy

God....

Hecoveredhermouthstillinsideherpussy...

Basi:Babe,Simba'suncle'sareinthenextroom...

(hewipedhertears)Relax....Theworstisover...

You'reabiggirlnow...

Hewipedthetearsrollingonthecornersofhereyes

thenhegentlyrockedbackandfourthinhertight

pussy,sotighthecouldjustfuckherandshootbut

hekepthimselfundercheckandgentlydrilledinand
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outuntilsherelaxed.Heslowlyslidoutanddragged

hertotheedgeofthebedassheleftatrailofblood,

hewipedherwithatowelandkissedherthenhe

spreadherlegsopenleavingherlittlebloodypussy

exposedthenheloweredhimselfintoherasshe

frowned...

Hisdickheadpoppedinandhegrunteddrilling

gently...

Basi:Ohfuck....Mm...Godthankyou...

Heleanedoverpinninghisfistsonthebed

umbrellainghertinybodywithhishugebodythenhe

spedupgoingdeeper,thedeeperhewentthe

sweeteranditwashardtoresist...Hemovedhis

flexiblewaistbackandfourthandcaughtthefull

speed...

Summerwatchedinhorrorashisbigdickwentin
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andoutofherpoorpussy,from thesoundofhis

granthewasenjoyinghimselfbutshecouldnever

relaxknowinghewasusingonlyaquarter,atthe

speedhewasgoinghewasabouttoshovethe

wholethinginthereandherheartwaspoundingfull

speed...Thedrillingcontinuedforafullfiveminutes

thensherelaxeddroppingherhead,herpussyslowly

adjustedtohissizeandthatpleasurablesensation

camealongasshegreasedhisdickwithcum,she

putherlittlehandsoverhisstomachfailingtoreach

hischest....Ohyesbigguywasdoingthejob...She

closedhereyesandmoanedsoftlyasheslowed

downandpulledout,hesmackedherclittwiceand

slippedbackintoherpussythenhegotserious...

Basi:Uhfuck!

Heknewhehadtomakehercum firstbutdamnthat

pussywassogooddelayinghiscum wastorture.He

curvedhisbackdippinginandoutofheruntilshe

begunmoaning...
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Summerclosedhereyesashedrilledher,shegot

moresensitivewitheverytapandthepleasure

increasedtoalevelshecouldn'tevenunderstand

whatwasgoingonwithherbody,herpussywalls

clampedonhisdick,hereyesturnedandhertiny

toescurledasshegruntedvibrating...

Basilookeddownathertrappedunderneathhis

body,whywasthisdrivinghim crazy...Thesightof

herlittlebodylyinghelplesslyunderneathhim was

morethanhecouldhandle.Heincreasedhisspeed

pushingtoatleastputhalfhisdickinthereandhe

couldfeelhimselfrunningoutofspace.Hismuscles

twitchedascum rushedthroughandhelostcontrol,

heslippedthewholethinginsideherandfilledher

up..

Basi:(roared)Awwwwfuckkkk...



Iam

Heloweredhiswholebodyinpressingherdownthe

bedwithhiswholedicktearingthroughherflesh...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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Basi:(roared)Awwwwfuckkkk...

Heloweredhiswholebodyinpressingherdownthe

bedwithhiswholedtearingthroughherfleshuntil

thelastdropthenheliftedhisbodyup.Sheclosed

herlegsandrolledonherstomachwithherhand

overherabdomen,hesatontheedgeoftherubbing

herbagleaningdowntoherface...

Basi:Areyouok?

Sheclosedhereyestightlystillpressingonher

abdomenthenheputhishandsunderneathher

armpitspickingherupandputtingheronhislap

thenhepulledheroverhischestcaressingherback.
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Basi:(softly)Talktome...

Summer:Mpayameeasegahatase...

Basi:Ihavepainkillersinfirstaidbox,(kissedher

neck)canigogetit?

Summer:Ngng...Justholdmepainyatengewele...

Basi:(brushingherhairbackandkissing)OK...

Hesatthereforabouttwentyminutesholdingher

whileshesatonhislapuntilthepainsubsided...

Summer:Youcangogetit.

Basi:Ok.

Hestoodupstillcarryingherandlaidherdownthen

heputonhispantsandwalkedout.

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackwiththepillsandwater,

heplacedheronthechairthenheopenedtheirlarge
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bagandtookoutextrabeddingwhileshedrunkthe

pills...

Summer:IhopeI'llbeOKinthemorning

Basi:You'llbefine

Summer:Youwerejustbeingcarelesstowardsthe

endotsenya,itreallyhurtme.Whydidyoudothat?

Basi:Ilostcontrolbutifeellikeitwouldn'tbe

defloweringifididn'tfullypenetrateyousoyour

bodycanadjust.

Summer:Kekopagoreoskatholaodira,ompolaile..

Basi:Itwon'thappenagain.

Hechangedthesheetsandputadirtyonebackin

theirbag...

Basi:Comeandsleep...
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Hepickedherupandputheronthebedthenhe

switchedoffthelightsandcuddledheruntiltheyfell

asleep.

AtSimba'sUncle's....

MeanwhileBameandBatsilebothlaidonthebed

pressingtheirphones...

Bame:Thisguy'swifeisbeautiful,iwanttofuckher...

Batsile:Letmesee...

Hegotthephoneandwentthroughherprofile...

Batsile:Theylookhappy,justleavethem alone.

Bame:Sheisverybeautiful,katswaalemonate...I'm

goingtothetoilet.
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HewalkedoutthenBatsiledialledAmane...

Amane:(sleepy)Hello?

Batsile:Sorryiwokeyouup

Amane:What'sgoingon?

Batsile:Nothing,ijustwantedtocheckonyou,you

saidyou'refeelingsickearlier

Amane:I'm fine.

Batsile:Ok

Therewasanawkwardsilentmomentthenhe

clearedhisthroatscratchinghishead...

Batsile:Arethekidssleeping?

Amane:They'rewithmygrandparents

Batsile:Gakebatebongwanakebagolelako

morakeng,idon'twantthem toexperiencewhati

wentthrough
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Amane:(laughed)Relaxherdboy,it'snotthatdeep...

They'renotherdingcattle.

Batsile:(laughed)I'm seriousthemma

Amane:Keakgwisathat'swhyshetookthem.

Batsile:Shouldsendthemoneyforananny?

Amane:Idon'ttrustnannieswithchildrenthatcan't

speak

Batsile:Nobabe,wewillfindoneofthesecameras

theyputinthehouseorsomething

Amane:Batsile?

Batsile:Mma?

Amane:Whyareyoucallingmebabe?

Herubbedhisheadandsighedstilllyingonhis

back...

Amane:You'renotgoingtousethechildrentouse

mewhenitsuitsyou.
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Batsile:Iknow

Amane:Pleasedothingstherightwaysowecan

relateproperly,gonejaanagakeitsesepeaboutyour

personallife.Whoyou'resleepingwithyetyoucan

breakintomyhouseandhaveunprotectedsexwith

mekahaorobalalebasadibabangwebecausei

knowyou'resleepingaround.

Batsile:Youneedtohavefaithinme,ihaven'thad

sexsincethelasttimeyougaveittome.Kedira

diphosotsedintsimmehelacheatingonyouhas

neverbeenoneofthem.Iwouldnevercheatunless

it'sachancetobewithyoubecauseifitwasn'tfor

youwewouldbemarriedbynow.Youknowyou're

theonewholeftme,you'retheonewhostopped

lovingmeandwhenyouleftibrokedown.Whenyou

gavemeachancetobewithyouitookiteven

thoughitmeantbeingasidenigga.Iriskedsomuch

justtospend10or15minuteswithyou.

Amane:Iunderstandallthatbut-

Batsile:Wehavechildren,3isalotsothatmeanswe

reallyhavetoworkonourcommunication,putthe
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pastbehindusandgivethisatry.

Amane:Retatarebuaotswakoobecauseidon't

trustyouandiknowyoudon'ttrustmeeither.Idon't

trustyouinthesensethatiknowyoudon'tseea

wifeinmebecauseileftyoubefore,ofwhichidon't

blameyou.

Batsile:Ok,retatarebuaee.

Amane:Ok

Batsile:Goodnightakere?

Amane:(smiled)Goodnight

Batsile:(laughed)Otshegaeng?

Amane:(laughed)I'm notlaughing,goodnightrra.

Batsile:(laughed)Goodnight

Hehungupandsighedthenhenoticedithadbeena

whilesinceBameleftforthetoilet.Hegotupand

putonhisTshirtandpantsthenhewalkedtothe

bathroom butitwasempty.Hewentbacktothe

bedroom andlaiddowncallinghim buttherewasno
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answer...

InKanako&June'sroom....

OnthesamenightKanakoleanedoverkissingher

andgotontopasthebedspringsmadesqueaky

sounds.Hepausedontopofherandtherewas

silenceinthewholehouse,theeldersroom was

rightnextdoorandsowastheotherroom.

June:(whispered)Thebedismakingnoise,getoff

Kanako:(whispered)Emapele

Hekissedherandcaressedherthenheslowly

pulledoutherpanties,shegrabbedhishandand

closedherlegs

June:(whispered)Pleasestop...
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Kanako:Theycan'thearus

June:Thisbedisreallyloud...

Theoldmancoughedinthenextroom andgotoff

thebedastheirsqueakybedshook...

June:Ificanhearthem coughingtheywillhearus

havingsex,mphologetherraplease.

Kanako:No,emapele.I'llbeslow.

Hepulleddownhisboxerbriefsandstrokedhimself

thenhekissedherand#Removed...

Meanwhileinthenextroom theelderslaidonthe

bedfacingupwardsastherhythmicsoundsofthe

squeakybedcontinued..

Oldman:(coughedloudlyandclearedhisthroat)
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Kggggm...

Thesoundstoppedforaminuteandtheyclosed

theireyestosleepthenitstartedslowlyandgently

untilthesoundsgainedfullspeed.Theoldmangot

offthebedandknockedontheirdoor...

*

*

Bonuscomingupshortly!

*

*

*
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Kanakoslowlyslidoutandgrabbedatowelwiping

himselfthenhejumpedintohispantsandwalkedto

thedoorwhereheopenedjustalittlebitandlooked

attheoldman.

Him:Canyoucheckifthereisapairofshoesunder

thatNOISYbed?

Kanakoturnedandlookedunderthebedthenhe

walkedbacktohim.

Kanako:Thereisnothingunderthebed..

Him:Isee,ifthatbedbothersyouwithnoiseyoucan

justputthemattressonthefloorandenjoyyour

sleep.
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Kanakolookeddownshamefully,theoldmansmiled

andslowlyclosedthedoor.

Him:Goodnightson...

Heclosedthedoor,Kanakosighedandturned

aroundasJuneglaredathim.

June:(whispered)Didn'titellyou?Whydoyoulike

forcingthingsevenwhenit'simpossible.Howam i

goingtofacethem inthemorning?

Kanako:Doyouthinkheactuallyheardusorhe

thoughtheheardus?Idoingslowstrokes.

June:Slowstrokes?!

Kanako:(laughed)OK,I'm sorry...

Helookedathim andhehadlosthiserection,the

softmeatwasjusthanginglikeacloth...
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Kanako:Erectionenyeletsakaspit...

Hejoinedherinbedandtheylaiddownlookingin

thedarkwonderingwhatthesepeoplethinkofthem.

InDiva'sroom...

Thenextmorningaround4,Bameputonhispants

andstoodupwhileDivasatontheedgeofthebed.

Bameleanedoverandkissedherthenhepulledher

upandkissedherfurther...

Bame:(whispered)Thanks...

Shesmiledshylylookingdownthenhekissedher

againandfeltthefleshofherbreastsbeforefixing

hergown...
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Bame:Bye

Diva:(smiled)Bye

Hesmiledlookinginhereyesandpinchedhercheek

beforecarefullyopeningthedoor,hestuckhishead

outandcheckedbothsidesthenhehurriedtotheir

room.Divaslowlyclosedthedoorandturnedher

backagainstthedoorsmiling,sheputherhandover

hermouthasifshe'dfeelhislipsonhers.Shesaton

thebedandsmiledalonebeforelyingdownwitha

smile....

InBame&Batsile'sroom....

MeanwhiledeadinhissleepBatsilefelttheblankets

liftandacoldbreezeasBameslidinbedand

pretendedtobeasleep.Heturnedaroundand

lookedathim...



Iam

Batsile:Otswakae?

Bame:Wenttothetoilet.

Batsile:Icheckedthetoiletandyouweren'tthere

Bame:IhadtohelpDivafixsomething

Batsile:Ithoughtitoldyounottosleepwithher!

Bame:Atleastsheisnotmarried,ihaveimproved

andyoushouldthankme.

Batsile:Idon'thavethestrengthtodealwiththis.

Goodnight...

Heturnedawayandwentbacktosleep....

AtSimba'suncle's...

LaterthatmorningKanakoandJunefinishedgetting

readyandsteppedoutoftheroom,theirhearts

poundedastheyapproachedthelivingroom fullof

thewholefamily...Assoonastheysteppedinthere
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wassilence...

Kanako:(shamefullyavoidingeyecontact)Good

morning...

All:Goodmorning

June:(lookedaway)Goodmorning

All:Goodmorning..

Therewasanawkwardsilentmoment...

Oldman:Let'sgo..

Hewalkedoutandtheyfollowedhim...

InBasimane'sroom...

LaterthatmorningBasisatonthebedwithhishand
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overSummer'sthigh..

Basi:WillyoubeOKalone?

Summer:Idon'tknow...IthinkI'llbeOK..

Basi:Ohmaybeishouldstickaroundandleave

beforelunchcauseidon'twantyoutobealone.If

youneedsomethingyoumightnotreachforitor

something..

Summer:Ok.

Basi:Letmetellthem you'renotfeeling.

Summer:Ok..

Basisteppedoutintothelivingroom...

Basi:Summerisnotfeelingwellandiwantto

remainbehindandmakesuresheisOK.

Wife:What'swrong?

Basi:Um...Herlegssometimesgetthese
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excruciatingpainsandshecan'twalkproperly.

Husband:Ohok,wewillkeepcheckingonyouthen.

Basi:Thankyou...Isthereapharmacynearby?

Wife:Yes,thatmallhasapharmacy.

Basi:Thankyou..

Theyallwalkedoutthenhewalkedbacktothe

bedroom wherehetookouthisgreencamouflage

pantsandputthem ontopofhisshorts...

Basi:I'm goingtogetyoupainkillersandsomething

toeat.

Summer:Ok...

Heputonhisshoesandbrushedhishairlookingat

himselfonthemirror.

Basi:Keshapoakere?
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Summer:(smiledwithherheadonthepillow)You're

sexy...Otshwanelwakecamouflageespeciallywith

ablackTshirt..

Basi:Otamphablowjob?

Summer:(laughed)Goaway...(stoppedlaughing

andfrowned)Ithurtswhenilaugh.Goaway...

HelaughedandwalkedoutdiallingBame...

Bame:Hello?

Basi:Heyman,I'm goingtobealittlelate.Summer

isnotfeelingwell.

Bame:Eish,ihopeit'snotwhatI'm thinking

Batsile:Whathappened?

Bame:GatweSummergaakgonegotsamaya

Basi:OtaaswabaBame,didisayshecan'twalk?

Batsile:Soshecanwalk?

Basi:I'lltalktoyouguyslater,I'm atthemall.Ineed
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tobuyhersomething.

Both:Sire

Hehungupandpulledintoaparkingspacethenhe

steppedoutputtinghisphoneinhiscamouflage

pantsthenhelockedthecarandwalkedtowardsthe

pharmacyasapolicecarstoppednearby.

Hewalkedinthepharmacyandboughtafewthings

thenhesteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthecar,as

soonasheopenedthedoorthreepoliceofficers

approachedhim..

Officer:Pleaseclosethedoorandstepaside.Why

areyoupretendingtobeasoldier?

Basi:I'm notpretending,thisisjustmypants.Didi

dosomethingwrong?

Officer:Turnaroundandputyourhandsbehindyour

back.
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Basifrownedconfusedandsteppedbackasthe

policeofficerssteppedcloser.Heturnedaroundand

puthishandsbehindhisbackastheycuffedhim...

*

*

*

*

*
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Thepolicewalkedhim totheircarwithhishands

cuffedbehindhisback..

Basi:MynameisBasimaneMotsumi,iam from

Botswana.Mypassportisinmybackpocket.Iam

notpretendingtobeasoldier,ijustcametobuythis

medication.

Officer:Nooneisallowedtowearcamouflage

aroundhereunlessyou'reasoldier.

Basi:Ididn'tknowthat,inBotswanaweareallowed

towearcamouflage.TheyareinChineseshopseven

biggershopssellthem backathome.Iapologisefor

that.

Officer:You'refacingaseriouscharge.

Basi:Ididn'tknowitsacrime,can'titakeoffthe

pantsandgivethem toyou?Ihaveshorts
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underneath.

Officer:No...

Theofficersstoppedbythecarandfacedhim...

Officer2:Ormaybeweshoulduncuffsohecan

followustothepolicestationthenwecansortitout.

Officer:Whatifherunsaway?

Basi:Idon'tknowZimbabwe,I'veonlybeenherefor

aday.

Officer:(removedhiscuffs)Ok,gogetinyourcar

andfollowus.

Basi:Thanks.

Basiwalkedbacktothecarandgotinthenhedrove

behindthem callinghisbrothers,noneofthem

answeredtheirphones.HecallledSimbaandstill

didn'tgetaresponse.
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Afterashortdrivethepolicepassedthrougharoad

blockashefollowedthem,apoliceofficerstopped

him thenhesloweddownrollingdownthewindow...

Officer:Camouflagemybrotherfrom Botswana,are

youdisrespectingZimbabwe?

Basi:Ididn'tknowitsnotallowed.That'swhyI'm

followingthem.

Officer:Givemesomethingsoyoucanpass,idon't

knowwhytheyletyoudriveafterbreakingourlaws.

YouBatswanastakeZimbabweansfornothing..

Basi:Idon'thavemoney.

Officer:Thenyou'reinadifficultpositionbecause

wewillhavetotakeyoutoouroffice.Thoseones

willdealwithyoulater...

Basitookouthiswalletandhandedhim several

noteswhiletheofficerswhowerewithhim earlier

waitedonthesideoftheroad.
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Officer:Youcango.Haveagoodday.

Basi:Thankyou.

Basicontinuedrivingwithonehandwhilehe

unzippedhiscamouflagepantsandputthem ina

plastic.Minuteslatertheyapproachedanotherroad

blockashedialedSimba...buttherewasstillno

answer.

Officer:(lookedattheBotswananumberplate)Good

morning..

Basi:Goodmorning...

Theofficerlookedinsidethecarforthecamouflage

anddidn'tfinditthenhewalkedaroundthecarfor

anyfault..

Basiwaitedinthecarlookingathim throughthe
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mirrorashemadeacallandstartedusingthelocal

languagehecouldn'tunderstand.Minuteslaterhe

walkedbacktoBasi...

Officer:Mayisearchyourvehicle?

Heopenedthedoorandlookedinsidethenheput

thecamouflageontheseat...

Officer:Thisisillegal...

Basi:Iknowthat,andicanseeyoualreadyknewi

haditbecausethepoliceofficersescortingmetold

youthat.Canyouguysstoptreatingmelikeanidiot

bymakingbogusroadblocksjusttogetmoneyfrom

me.I'm notrich.IcametoZimbabwetoattenda

friend'swedding,mygirlfriendisverysickthat'swhy

icametobuyhermedication.

Officer:Givemesomethingandgo...
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Basilookedathim foramomentthenhetookoutall

thelittlemoneyhehadandhandeditover.

Officer:Thanksmybrother,youcango.

Heproceededdrivingbehindthepolicecarashis

phonerang...

Basi:Hello

Simba:Imissedyourcall

Basi:Isittruethatcamouflageisnotallowedin

Zimbabweorthesepoliceofficersareplayingme?

Simba:Ohman,iforgottotellyouguysbeforewe

camehere.

Basi:Soit'sillegal?

Simba:Yes

Basi:Butyoulovecamouflage,akereithelao

gagametsekacamouflage
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Simba:CauseiknowkoBotswanait'sallowed

Basi:I'm alsobeingmadetopay,they'remaking

funnyroadblocksandmakingmepay,ican'tbelieve

I'm goingthroughthisandgettingtreatedlikethis.

Simba:Myuncleisapoliceofficer,hewillcomeget

you.Theywillexplainwhatthey'retryingtodo

becausethey'renotsupposedtodothat.Iknowit's

becauseoftheBotswananumberplate,theydothat

toBotswanacarscausetheythinkyouhavemoney.

Whichroadareyouon?

Basi:Simbaotaanyelathemonna,keitseditsela

tsaMutarenna?

Simba:(laughed)Kemonyadimrgaokakewareka

nyela

Basi:(laughed)Saleonnafluentmosetswanengo

makgakga

Simba:(smiled)Keithutasetswanamomosamong,

Bamewasteachingmenonsense.Bona,take

picturesandsendthroughWhatsApp.I'm talkingto

myunclenow,hewillcomeover
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Bame:(smiled)Ok.

Hehungupandtookseveralpicturesthenhesent

beforeparkingthecar.Thepoliceofficerswalked

overashesteppedoutthenhisphonerang.

Basi:Hello?

Simba'suncle:Hello?Howareyou?

Basi:Thesepeoplehavejustspoiledmymoodand

allthegoodimageihadaboutZimbabwe.I'm very

disappointed

Simba'suncle:Everycountryhasbadseedsmyboy,

alotofpeoplehavecomplainedaboutsomepolice

officers.Letmetalktoanyofthem.

Basihandedthepolicehisphone...

Basi:Hewantstotalktoyou..
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Officer:Hello?(heartskipped)Goodmorningsir....

Nosir....

Theofficersteppedawayfrom them andloweredhis

voicetalkingtothephonewhileBasiandtheother

officersstoodbywaitingthenhewalkedback

hangingup.

Him:Handoverthecamouflage,wearejustletting

youoffwithawarning.

Basi:Ok.

Hehandedthem theplasticandgotbackinthecar

anddialedSimba.

Simba:Hello?

Basi:Howdoifindmywaybackhomefrom here?
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Simba:BameaskedDivatoshowheraroundsohe

cancometakeyouhome.

Basi:Ok,I'llwaitherethen.

Simba:Sure.

Hehungupandsighedleaningback...

Atthewedding....

MeanwhileBamedroveoutasDivapulledtheseat

beltover..

Bame:Doyougotoschool?

Diva:Yes

Bame:Boyfriend?

Diva:Idon'thaveaboyfriend.I'm notallowedtogo

outorengageinsuchthings.

Bame:Ok...
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Hereachedoverherthighandslippedhishand

underskirtthenheputhishandinherpantieswhile

drivingwithonehand.Sheclosedherlegsand

grabbedhishandwithbothofherhands...

Bame:Letgoofmyhand...Relaxyourlegs...

Sheletgothenhegentlyflickedherclit...

Diva:Turnoverthere...

Heturnedandleanedbackdrivingwithbothhands

ashedroveintotheparkinglot.

Diva:Heisoverthere...

Bame:Yeah..
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AtAmane'sHouse...

OnthesameafternoonAmanewalkedinthe

storeroom withoneofherassistantsastheypulled

outthecateringtablesandbeguncleaningthem

outside.

Herphonerangthenshewipedherhandsand

picked.

Amane:Hello?

Voice:HiitsSadifrom KenMotors,yourcarhas

arrivedandwehaveregisteredit,itsreadyfor

collection.

Amane:(smiled)Thankyou,I'llbethereinanhour.

Voice:Thankyou

Shehungupandsmiled...
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Atthefarm...

Meanwhilethegrandmothertiedthebabybehindher

backandbentoverdoinglaundrywhileChase

walkedaroundthefireplaceshootingthelogswith

hiswatergun.Adungbettlepassedbyrollingaball

ofcowdung,Chaseturnedaroundandfollowedit

shootingitwithhiswatergun.

Hewalkedintothebushesforawhileuntilthebettle

rolleditsballunderthethickgrassesthenheturned

aroundandlookedatthebushesconfused,he

turnedandcontinuedwalkingalongthecattle

pathway....

*

*

*

*



Iam

#73

AtAmane'sHouse...

Amaneandherotherassistantstoodinthekitchen

cookingwhiletheotherassistantsetupsome

cutleryintocases..

Assistant2:(lookedatthetime)Youshouldgoget

thecar,theeventisabouttostart.

Amane:(tothechefassistant)You'llmanageto

finishcooking?

Assistant1:Yeah,gogetit.

Shetookoffherapronandwalkedinthebathroom

whereshetookaquickshowerandwalkedoutas

herphonerang.
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Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hey...What'sup?

Amane:I'm goingtopickmycar,whatareyouupto?

Batsile:Justcamefrom Simba'swedding.Basihad

abitofanexperiencewiththepolicehereanditkind

ofspoiltourmoodsbutwearegoodandlooking

forwardtocomingbackhome.

Amane:Whathappened?

Batsile:Apparentlyit'sillegaltowearcamouflagein

Zimbabwe,Theywantedtoarresthim andtheywere

milkingmoneyoutofhim withroadblocks.I've

neverseensuchcorruptiondonesoopenlyand

freely.

Amane:TherewasaBotswanajournalistwhowas

actuallyarrestedandjailedforacoupleofdaysin

Zimbabweyearsago.It'snotjustastory,I'm talking

aboutarealpersonwhowasarrestedforwearing

camouflagethere,itwaseveninthenews.They

didn'tevencarethatshedidn'tknowaboutthat.
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Batsile:Thisexperiencejustspoiledthewholetrip,

reboregilegorewejustneverthoughtthepolicecan

forcemoneyoutofanindividuallikethat.I'venever

feltunwelcomedlikethis.

Amane:Simbamustbedisappointed

Batsile:Heisverydisappointedandembarrassed,he

waslookingforwardtomakingourexperiencein

Zimbabweonetoremember.Hekeepsapologizing

eventheeldersarefeelingbadandembarrassed.

Amane:Icanimagine,ifit'slikethatasktheguysto

relaxsoSimbadoesn'tthinkyouguysareboredand

readytocomeback.Itmightspoilhismemories

Batsile:You'reright,I'lltalktoBasiaboutitcause

eneheisreadytoleave.

Amane:Uhno,justrelaxandavoiddrivingoutwith

yourcars.Arethepeoplethemselvesfriendlyor?

Batsile:Thepeoplearewelcoming,Simba'sfather

andfamilyarethebest....Wewereeachgivena

familytoaccommodateusandthey'retakinggood

careofus,webathwithhotwaterandeatgoodfood,

theycookforus...HeimoZimbabwegaatsholwa
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yeses!

Amanecrackedlaughingoutloudashelaughedout

loud...

Amane:Stopit

Batsile:(laughing)I'm seriousthemma,gotsholwa

thabayatsodilo.So,thefamilyhostingushasa

daughter...HernameisDiva,warefilelagore,janong

akereBamewamoja...Bameotsholelwathatago

mpheta.

Amanecrackedlaughingoutloudasshewaved

downataxiandgotin.

Amane:Batsilestoplying

Batsile:(laughed)BabeI'm serious,whenshedishes

forusI'm goingtotakepicturesofthefoodsoyou

cansee.
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Amane:(laughed)Waitsegaoutwe,wenaelegore

whyareyoucomparingthefood?Why?

Batsile:Babe,evenifiwasn'tcomparingwhenthey

comeyou'llseemyplateelentsieebutyagaBame

heiHei...Baajanastraight.

Shelaughedshakingherheadthenanothercall

camethrough...

Amane:It'smygrandmother,

Batsile:Putmeonholdandtalktoher.

Amane:Ok..(picked)Hello?

Granny:(pantingandscreaming)Chase!?Hello...

Amaneican'tfindChase...Ican'tbelievethis....Ilost

him.

Amane:Whathappened?Whereishe?

Granny:Iwasdoinglaundrywithhissisteronmy

backwhilehewasplayingnearbynowican'tfind

him.Yourgrandfathergotonahorseandwentto
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searchforhim nearby.

Amane:Heprobablyfolloweddungbettlesagain

Granny:That'swhatI'm thinking,iyoothisboywill

givemeaheartattack.

Amane:I'llbecomingthererightaway.

Granny:Ok,bye

ShehungupandresumedhercallwithBatsile.

Amane:Chaseismissing,hewonderedoff

Batsile:What?!

Amane:I'm goingtherenow

Batsile:(lookedatthetime)Ihavetomakeacalland

seeifican'tbookaflight.

Amane:Ok,butijusthaveafeelingheisnotthatfar.

Nothingscaryeverhappensinourneighbourhood.

Batsile:Iknowbutyouneverknow,andistillfeellike

someoneplayedwiththosetests.Mixupdon'tjust
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happen,idon'tbelieveincoincidence.Someoneis

wasnothappyatthepossibilityofthosechildren

beingmine.Iwillgettothebottom ofit.

Amane:Doyoureallythinksomeoneplayedwiththe

results?

Batsile:Wewillfindoutverysoon.Itsnotjusta

coincidencethathe'dgomissingbeforeicanunite

withmychildren.I'lltalktoyouafterbookingaflight,

ipraythereisaseatavailable.Bye

Amane:Bye

Shehungupandsighedsteppingoutofthetaxi.

AtSimba'suncle's...

MeanwhileBatsilewalkedbackinthehouseand

leanedovertalkingtoBasi...

Batsile:Chaseismissing.
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Basi:Areyouserious?

Simba:Whathappened?

Batsile:Gatwehemighthavewonderedoffbuti

wanttogolookforhim beforehespendsthenight

outthere.Hyenasreachthatplaceatnightican't

affordforhim tobetherewhentheystartroaming.

Everyonegotalarmedlookingathim...

Batsile:IwonderificanfindaflightbacktoMaunat

thistime

Simba'sfather:(pickedhisphone)Letmemakean

enquiryforyou.

BatsilesighedanxiouslyasBamelookedatthetime.

Bame:Iwonderhowlongthatflightwouldroughly

takecauseitsnow4pm..
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Simba'suncle:Itshouldtakeabout4hours.

Batsile:4hoursmeansI'dbetherearound9pm the

latest...That'snotgood,heis18months...He'dget

bittenbysnakeswhilelyingasleepunderatreeor

something..

Simba'suncle:Let'sstaypositive...

TherewassilenceasSimba'sfathermadeabooking

andendedthecall..

Simba'sfather:Therewasafreeseat,cansomeone

rushhim toGrandReefAirport?Theplaneisleaving

in20minutes.Idon'tknowhowyou'regoingtobeat

thetrafficbutit'sthelastflighttoBotswana.

TheMotsumibrothersstoodupwithSimbaand

anothercousinandrushedout...
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Atthefarm....

Lateronthecommunitystoodingroupsasthechief

stoodbysupportinghimselfwithaknobkerry...

Kgosi:Thefirstgroupshouldtakeitfrom thisside

goingthatway...Theirhorsesshouldleadandbe

carefulnottostomponhim,yourhorsesshouldbe

controlled.

Group1tooktheleadandwalkedintothebush...

Member:GatwehisnameisChaseright?

Granny:Yes,Chase.

Kgosi:Group2goesthissidewhilegroup3willgo

thisway....
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Amanedrovethroughthegatewithapoundingheart

assheapproachedthecrowdandparkedthecar.

Shesteppedoutandhurriedtohergrandmother

whereshepickedherbabyandtearfullylookedat

hergrandmother.Apartofherbelievedhe'dbe

foundbynowbutitwasnowpast5anditwasabout

togetdarkwithherbabyoutthereallalone...

Granny:(pointed)Theseonesaregoingthere,those-

thereandthatgroup-overthere...

Amane:I'lljointheseones

Granny:Withthebaby?

Amane:Yesmme,ihaveto.Ican'tjustwait...He

mightrecognisemyvoice...

Shejoinedthecrowdastheywalkedintothebushes

allshoutingforChase....

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmandasteppedoutofthe

bathroom inherrobeandsatonthebedgoing

throughherphone,Amane'spostpoppedonher

newsfeedaboutChasemissing.Ithadbeenhours

tooandshewonderedifhewasfound,shedialed

herandtookoutherrobetoputonproperclothes...

Amane:Hello?

Amanda:Ijustsawyourpost,didyoufindhim?

Amane:No,somepeoplehaveknockedoffbecause

it'stoodarkbutwearestillsearching.

Amanda:I'm coming.Ittakesaboutanhourtoget

thereright?

Amane:Yes
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Amanda:Bye

Shehungupandgotdressedupthenwalkedout...

Atthefillingstation...

LateronBatsilepulledintoapumpstationandfilled

thetankbeforedrivingoutashespoketothe

phone...

Batsile:Yeah,iarrivedsafely.Justgotthecarandit

willbeanotherhourtogetthere.

Bame:Ok,drivesafelyplease

Basi:Makesureyoucheckundertrees.Heislikely

tosleepunderatree.Iwishiwastherebutweare

leavinginthemorning.

Batsile:I'llcheckeverywhere

Kanako:Getatorchtoo
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Simba:Iftheyhavedogsgetthem becausedogscan

usescent.

Batsile:Yeah.Byeguysletmedrive

Simba:Sure

Hehungupandjoinedtheroadasacarflashedhim

from behind,hefrownedandpulledoverontheside

oftheroad.Amandapulledonthesideandrolled

downthewindow...

Amanda:Hi,ithoughtyou'reinZimbabwe

Batsile:Simba'sunclehadconnectionsand

managedtogetmeaseattoflyoverhere.Ihaveto

go,I'm tryingtoatthefarm beforeitgetstoolate.

Amanda:Canileavemycarandgetaridewithyou?

Batsile:No,imightnotgetbacktonight.I'm goingto

searchforChase.

Amanda:Metoo,I'm goingtohelp.

Batsile:Gowithyourcar,idon'twantthingstobe
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awkwardwhenwegetthere.

Amanda:Howso?AreyouandAmanedatingagain?

Batsile:No,butIwantherbackthoughwehaven't

talkedaboutit.Ican'tgowithyoubecauseitwill

makethingsdifficultforher.Idon'twanthertothink

I'm withyou.InfactitwasuptomeI'dsaydon't

comebutsinceyoudumpedmeiassumeyoufeel

nothingformeandyouwouldn'tmindseeingcertain

things.(shelookedathim)I'm justtryingtoprotect

yourfeelingsfrom furtherdisrespectifitmakes

sense...(lookedather)Ithinkoskata...(softly)Boa,

I'llcallyouandupdateyou.

Amanda:I'lldrivetheremyself.Butthanksforcaring,

(smiled)atleasttheguyifirstfellinloveisstillalive

somewheredownthere.

Batsile:(smiled)Ihavetogo,I'm inahurry.Wewill

talkanothertime.YoucancallTefotohelpyouwith

thelongdrive..

Amanda:Yeah

Batsile:Cheers.
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Herolledupthewindowanddroveoff,Amanda

sighedandjoinedtheroadasTefocallled...

Amanda:Hello?

Tefo:Hibabe

Amanda:Hi

Tefo:Canicomeover?

Amanda:No,I'm goingtothefarm.Mysisterssonis

missing.

Tefo:BadiDNAtest?

Amanda:Yes,

Tefo:Didyouhaveanythingtowithhismissing?

Amanda:(sighed)No,iknewyou'daskthat.

Tefo:(laughed)Ihavetomakesure,shouldi

accompanyyou?

Amanda:It'snotnecessary

Tefo:Iwantto,it'sverylate.
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Amanda:Ok,fineI'lldrivetheresowecanuseyour

carsinceit'sbigger.

Tefo:Great,

ShehungupandmadeaU-turn....

AtDiva'sHouse..

OnthesameeveningDiva'smothersteppedoutof

thekitchenwithaTupperwarecontainerfulloffood

andhandedittoBamewhilehesatonthecouch

withherhusband.

Her:You'lleatthistomorrowonyourlongdrive

home.

Bame:Thankyouverymuch

Diva'sfather:Ihopeyouguyswillnotbeafraidto

visitagain.
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Bame:(laughed)Notatall,I'lldefinitelyvisit

Zimbabweagain,iwanttoseeVictoriafallsthenext

timeicomehere.

Him:Youshouldseeit,don'tletthatexperiencespoil

yourviewaboutus.

Bame:Iwouldn't,Simbawasmistreatedbackat

home.I'm surehehasendlessstoriesofhowhe

wasmistreatedbutitneveraffectedourfriendship.

Hedidn'tgeneralisetosayBatswanatreat

Zimbabweanslikethissoitwouldbeunfairforusto

useoneincidenttomarkhiscountryred.

Her:(smiled)I'm gladtohearthat.

Bame:AndwhenivisitZim thishousewillbemy

home,ilikethewayDivafillsmyplate.

Theyalllaughedoutloud...

Him:(stoodupyawning)I'm goingtobed,goodnight

Bame:Goodnight
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Her:Goodnight...

Bamestoodupandwenttothebedroom whilethe

eldersgotintheir.Onceinhisroom hefinished

packinganddialedBatsilebuttherewasnoanswer.

HegotupandsnucktoDiva'sroom wherehe

carefullywalkedinandclosedthedoor.

Atthefarm...

Batsiledrovethroughthegateandparkedthecar

whileafewpeoplestoodbythefireplacehavingtea

standingup.Helockedthecarandwalkedoveras

Amanemethim halfwaywiththebabyonherback.

Theyhuggedthenhegotthebabywhileshefolded

thetowel...

Batsile:Anyluck?

Amane:No,wecalledthepolicebuttheyhaven't

arrivedevenuptonow.Ican'tbelievethepoliceare
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theseuseless,gatwebaretheydon'thaveacar.I'm

worried,it'sdark...

Batsile:I'm goingtothelodgetogetafewthingslike

torchesandstuff.Let'sgotogether

Amane:Ok.

HewalkedbacktothecarwhilecarryingDiamond

withonearm andopenedthedoorforher.

Batsile:Howareyoufeeling?

Amane:I'm fine,I'm noteventhinkingaboutmyself

now.Keipotsagorengwanakeokaegolelehihile

seramesesekana...

Sheleanedbackandsighedtearfullyashehanded

herthebabyanddroveout...

AtRiversideLodgeandcampsite..
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Tefodrovethroughthegateandparkedthecaras

Amandasliddownthewindowlookingatthe

building,thebuildingshehelpedbuildfrom ground

tosuchhugestructures..

Tefo:Let'sgo...

Heheldherhandandtheywalkedinholdinghands,

theviewofthelightsreflectingontheriverglittered

throughthenight.

Tefo:Thislodgeisbeautiful,iwantustobookhigh

rooms.You'llenjoytheviewinthemorning.They

haveboatcruiseand-

Amanda:Iknow,itsBatsile'sLodge

Tefo:Really?Ididn'tknowthat,icameherelast

monthandtheserviceisexcellent.Ithoughtit

belongstowhitepeople.Mmethisguyobathale...

Theirserviceisexcellent
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Amanda:Yeah...

Theywalkedtowardsthereception.Meanwhile

insidethebuildingBatsilewalkeddownstairstothe

receptionwithAmane..

Batsile:Let'sgothisway,iwanttogetthetorches

from thesecurityguys.

Oneofthereceptionistswalkedtowardsthe

receptioncarryingachildandaplateoffood.

Amane:(gasped)Chase!?

Amanerantowardsthereceptionistandhugged

Chaseashechewedadrumstick.

Amane:Wheredidyougethim?
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Receptionist:Hewasfoundbysomeguestwho

wentforawalkinthebushes.Wecalledthepolice

andtoldthem wefoundababybuttheysaidthey

don'thaveacar.

BatsilerubbedChaseontheheadandturnedAmane

aroundhuggingthem both.AmandaandTefo

walkedinandstoppedlookingatthem..

Batsile:Chasetheheir?Wenaojadrumstickinyour

lodgewhilethewholecommunityislookingforyou!

Ican'tbelieveallgotworriedfornothing.

AmanesmiledtearfullylookingatChaseashe

continuedeatingwithoutaworry.AmandaandTefo

smiledastheyapproached,Batsilesmiledand

shookhandswithTefo...

Batsile:Heyman,what'sup

Tefo:Good,iseehefoundhiswaytohisfuture
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office...Wedroveallthewaytoassistandthought

webookaroom beforegoingtherebutthelittlemr

justwelcomedustohislodge.

Batsile:(laughed)Ishouldhaveknown...(tothe

receptionist)Kindlybookthiscoupleanexecutive

room putitonmytab.

Receptionist:Yessir,whataboutyou?

Batsile:Youcanfindmeoneaswell,I'm withher...

Andpleasemakesureit'sconduciveforthechildren.

Receptionist:Iwilldothat.

BatsilepickedChasefrom Amaneandleanedover

herneck...

Batsile:I'm goingtotheofficewiththekids,order

room servicereeta.

Amane:Ok.

Batsileleanedbackandwalkedawaywithth3
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childrenthenAmanetookadeepbreathandsighed...

Amane:(smiledatAmanda)Thanksforcoming

Amanda:(forcedasmile)You'rewelcome

Receptionist:(toAmane)Ma'am mayishowyouto

yourroom?

Amane:Ok

Amandawatchedherwalkingupstairswithoneof

theemployeeswhiletheotherreceptionistbooked

theirroom.Tearsburnedhereyesasshestoodat

thereceptionofthelodgesheoncecallledtheirs,

Amanda:Ketsenamotoilet

Tefo:Ok.

Shehurriedintothetoiletandclosedthedoorthen
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shesatdownandputherhandsoverherfacecrying.

Shethoughtshehaditundercontrolnowbutseeing

herasma'am totheemployeeswhom shedrafted

theiremploymentcontractturnedoutharderthan

shecouldhandle.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthepresidentialsuite...

Amanefollowedthestuffmembertothe

presidentialsuitewheresheswipedthedoorwitha

cardandopenedthedoorforherthenheswipedit

againtoswitchthelightson.

Her:Thisisyoursuite,iwasstuckbetweengiving

youthepresidentialsuiteortheluxuryVilla

Amane:Whatisthedifference?

Her:Thepresidentialsuiteisthemostexpensive

anditsthehighestqualityservice...ButVillaisgood

whenyouhavechildren....itentailsinfinitypoolanda

privatelawngarden.Thesearejustseparated

buildingsfarenoughtoeachothertoenjoyprivacy

andyourluxuriouslyfurnishedsuite.Thesesuites
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offerbespokeserviceslikeprivatechefsorbutlers.

I'm sayingit'sgoodbecausethechildrenwillenjoy

playingonthelawnaloneandthesesuitshavetheir

ownprivatepoolsthatarechildfriendly.

Amane:(smiled)IthinkiwantVilla.

Her:(laughed)Perfect,comealong...

Shesteppedoutandfollowedher,theywalkedpast

thereceptionwhereAmandawasstandingwithTefo.

Receptionist:Hi,givemeth3keystototheluxury

villa.Baregababateapresidentialsuite.

Receptionist2:Ok,holdon.(handedAmandathe

keys)You'reontheexecutivesuite,takethestairs.

Tefo:Thankyou

AmandagotthekeysandglancedatAmaneasshe

walkedoutandheadedtothevilla.
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Attheluxuryvilla....

Theyoungwomanswipedonthedoorandthey

walkedin...

Her:Ok,thatdoubledoorleadstothebackyard

gardenandpool...Upstairsaretherooms,the

loungeroom ishere...You'llwalkaroundandexplore.

Everythingisinside...Ifyouwanttoorderforroom

serviceournumberisnexttothephone.Ourprivate

chefsareonlyavailableifyoumadeareservationa

weekbeforecheckingin.

Amane:Thankyou

Her:Thedoorlocksautomaticallysowhenyouleave

theroom don'tleaveyourcardbehind.Thiscardke

yonekey

Amane:Thankyousomuch.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Amanesighed

lookingatthelargesuite,sheturnedaroundand
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walkedtowardsthegardenwhereshetookoffher

shoesandwalkedaroundbarefooted.Shechecked

thewaterpoolanditwaswarm...

Shewalkedbackinsideandheadedupstairswhere

sheslidthedoorsandsteppedintothebalcony

lookingattheriverwithlightsreflectingontheriver

andboatsalllinedupontheriverbanks...

ItwasstillhardtobelieveBatsileactuallydidthis,

shealwaysknewhe'dbesuccessfulbutthiswas

amazingandquick...Babydaddywasnotonlya

dreamer...Hewasadamnhard-worker.Knowingshe

almostgaveupontheirdreamshurt...Knowinghe

stillwasn'tsureifsheisherefortherightreasons

hurtevenmorebutthewayhecommunicated

openlygavehersomuchhope.Shetookouther

phoneandcalledhergranny..

Granny:Hello?
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Amane:ChasewasfoundbyoneofBatsile's

customerswhentheytookawalkinthebushtosee

haresandbirds.Theycalledthepoliceandtheysaid

theydon'thaveacartocomegethim.

Granny:Theverysamepolicewetoldachildis

missing,theydidn'tevenbothertoconfirm which

childwasfound.

Amane:Lennaigiveupjaanong.

Granny:Ok,atleastwewillrelax

Amane:Eemma.I'm waitingforBatsilesowecan

comethereandthankeveryonewhowashereto

help.

Her:Okmygirl,bye

Shehungupandtherewasaknockonthedoorthen

shewalkedoverandopenedtoawaitresspushinga

room servicecart...

Her:MrMotsumiorderedsupperforyou.



Iam

Amane:Ohthankyou...

Shepushedinsideandheadedtothebalcony.

Her:Heaskedmetosetitupinthebalcony.

Amane:Ok...

Thewaitresswipedthetableoffourandsetupthe

dinnerbeforeplacingthesilvercanoficecubeswith

abottleofwineandjuiceonthetable.

Waitress:Enjoyyourevening

Amane:Thankyou,youtoo

Shepulledthechairandsatdownpouringherselfa

juicethenheopenedherplateandpickedtheforkas

shebeguneating.ThedooropenedandBatsile

walkedincarryingDiamondwhileChasewalkedin
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frontofhim...

Amane:I'm overhere...

Chaseranoverandsheputhim onthechair.Batsile

tookaseatandputDiamondonhislap...

Batsile:Hey...didyoutalktograndma?

Amane:yeah,toldherwewillcome.

Batsile:Ok...Let'sblessourfood

Amane:(stoppedchewingandsmiled)Oops!

Theyallheldhandsandclosedtheireyes...

Batsile:Lordthankyouforthisbeautifulfood,we

cannotthankyouenoughforeverything...Wethank

youfortheopportunityofeatingtogetherasafamily

andweaskthatyoumakeitalifetimething,we
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thankyouinJesusname

All:Amen.

Theysighedandstartedeating...Minuteslaterthey

leftthelodge...

AtKanako'sroom...

LaterthatnightKanakolaughedlayingonhisback

withJune'swhitelegoverhisstomachashe

massagedherwhileholdingthephonewithone

hand...

Kanako:Sotheheirfoundhiswaybackhome

Batsile:(laughed)Thisboyalmostgavemeaheart

attack,Shap

Kanako:Sure,weareleavingtomorrowmorningat

3am.
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Batsile:Sure,telltheelderstherethatifoundmyboy.

Kanako:Surewilldo...

HehungupandleanedoverkissingJune...

Kanako:Can'twaittogobacktoBotswanasoican

eatthis...Thisnoisybedcheatedme

June:(laughed)SeemslikeSummerandBasiwere

notcheated....(theylaughedoutloud)Whydoi

suspectyourbrotherhurther?Poorgirldidn'teven

seeMutarebecauseshegotcrippledonthefirst

nightofherarrival.

Kanako:(laughed)I'm goingtotellmybigbrother

June:(laughed)Babetherrakeatshabaijo

Theylaughedasheleanedoverandkissedher...
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AtAmane'sgrandmother's...

LaterthatnightBatsilebentovergreetingAmane's

grandparentswhileChasestoodbyholdingBatsile's

foottightly...

Grandfather:Howareyoumyboy,itsbeenawhile

sincewesawyou.

Batsile:(laughedrubbinghishandstogether)I'm

hustling,

Grandmother:Howareyou?Heithisboyalmost

gavemeaheartattack

Batsile:HeoncegotlostinthemallwhenAmane

wenttothesaloonwithhim.Kehasianammolo

othe

Grandmother:(laughed)I'llneverforgivethisnow

Chace:(holdingBatsile'sfoot)et'sgo

Batsilepickedhim upandwalkedtowardsagroupof
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peoplethatAmanewastalkingto...

AtAmanda'sroom...

MeanwhileTefolaidonthebedandswitchedtothe

nextsportschannelwhilehavinghissupper.He

turnedlookingatAmandaasshestoodbythebed

takingoffherclothesquietly.

Amandastilldidn'tunderstandwhyBatsiledidn't

bookherapresidentialsuiteifhefeltlikebeing

generous,sonowAmanejumpedfrom apresidential

suittoVilla...

Tefo:Whyareyousoquiet?

Amanda:Ijustdon'tfeelliketalking.

HemutedtheTVandputhisfoodaside...
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Tefo:Istheresomethingbotheringyou?

Amanda:No,I'm goingtobath.

Tefo:Youdidn'teatyourfoodandyouhaven'tsaida

wordfor2hours.Am isupposedtoactlikeidon't

seesomethingisnotright?

Amanda:Tefotherraplease...Ijustdon'tfeellike

talking.Iwanttobathandsleep.Thereasonididn't

wantyoutocomeisbecauseiknowI'm notagood

companyatthemomentbutyouinsisted.

Tefo:Sokeboe?Causeidon'tlikebeingwhereI'm

notneeded..

Amanda:No,I'm justgoingtobaththenwesleep.

Shetookoffherclothesandwalkedinthebathroom,

TefowatchedTVforawhilethenheputonhis

Tshirtandshoes,heknockedonthebathroom door...

Tefo:Amanda?NnakeboelaMaun.
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Amandaopenedthedoorandrubbedherface...

Amanda:Sorrytherradon'tgo,Iwasjustalittle

down.

Tefo:Yeah,I'llseeyoutomorrowwhenyou'reinthe

mood.

Heleanedoverkissingherandwalkedoutwhileshe

stoodtherelookingathim...

AtluxuryVilla...

LaterthatnightBatsileandAmanewalkedineach

carryingthesleepingbabiesovertheirshoulders...

Theywalkedinthechildren'snurseryandlaidthem

downthentheywalkedout.
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Batsile:I'm goingtotheoffice,ihavetorespondtoa

fewemails.I'llbeback.

Amane:Sure

Heturnedaroundandrandownstairswhileshe

walkedinthebedroom...

Batsilewalkedinhisofficeandclosedthedoorthen

hetookoffhisjacketandhungitaroundhischair

beforesittingdown.

Heswitchedtheaircononandputtheremoteaside

thenheswitchedthedesktopandenteredthe

password.Heopenedthelowerdrawerandtookout

abottleofwhiskeybeforeslidinghischairacross

thefloorandopeningthefridge,hecrackedtheice

cubesintoaglassandslidbackthenheclickedinto

hisbusinessemailandbegunworking.
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Thewasaknockonthedoorashesippedandput

downtheglass,couldithavebeenthemotherofhis

children?Anaughtysmilebegunatthecornerofhis

lipsashestoodupholdingaglassandopened...

Amandawalkedinfoldingherchillyarmsthenhe

stuckhisheadoutandclosedthedoor.

Batsile:Hey...haveaseat...Aren'tyoufeelingcold?

Heputhisjacketaroundhershouldersandsaton

thedesklookingather...

Batsile:WhereisTefo?

Amanda:Heleft

Batsile:Didyoutwofight?

Amanda:No,iwasjustaborenotsayinganything..

Batsile:Anythingbotheringyou?

Amanda:Alot...



Iam

Batsile:Canwetalkaboutit?

Amanda:Ifeelused...Ifeellikeiwaswithyouwhen

youhadnothing,nowthatyou'resuccessfulyou're

goingbacktothesamepersonwhodidn'tseeyou

asaman.

Batsile:Itdidn'tworkoutbetweenusandithinkyou

deservebetter...YousaidTefoisbetterthanmeand

I'm happythatyouhavesomeone,whyareyou

thinkingaboutthepast?It'sgoingtoruinyour

relationship...TrustmeiknowwhatI'm talkingabout.

Iwaswithyoubutikeptwonderingwhatwould

happenififorgaveAmaneforwhathappened...One

thingledtoanotherandnowtherearetwokidsand

oneontheway.Thepastisdangerous,ifyouwant

tomoveondon'twonderwhyyouwerehurtorseek

consolidation.Iam deeplysorryforwhatyouwent

through,I'llnevertakeitbackbutiknowicanmake

ituptoyouifirespectTefoandyourrelationship

withhim.

Shelookeddownthoughtfully,tearsfilledhereyes
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thensherubbedhereyes.

Amanda:Sosheispregnant?(henoddedsincerely)

Movingonisnotaseasyasithought.I'm havinga

hardtimegettingoveryou.I'm soscaredbecausei

thinkI'm losingmymind...I'm losingweightand

losinginterestineverythingelse.Ikeepasking

myselfwhybutican'tgettheanswers...(tearfully

lookedathim)Whydidyoucheat?Wasiboring?

Wastheresomethingicouldhavedonetochange

yourmindabouther?Isthereanythingicandotofix

thingsrightnow...

Batsilepickedatissuefrom hisdeskandhandedher

thenhesighed...

Batsile:Idon'twanttohurtyourfeelings

Amanda:Pleasetellme

Batsile:Thisisgoingtobreakyourheartandi

probablyshouldn'tsayitbutiguessyouneedto
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hearittomoveon.

Helookedatherandlookeddown...

Batsile:Iagreedtodateyoubecauseiwantedto

hurtAmanebutthenirealisedyouhadpure

intentionswithmeandistartedtolikeyouand

respectyou.You'reagoodwoman,you'rebeautiful,

you'resexyandyouhaveallthequalitiesanyman

woulddieforbutistilldon'tseeawifeinyou...I

wouldn'thavemarriedyouevenifAmanewasn't

here.You'remoreofabusinesspartnerormentor

thanawife,ican'texplainitbuticouldn'tloveyou

thatdeep.Itriedtoloveyoubutpeloyaganahela.If

icarriedondatingyouI'dprobablybeatyouforthe

wayyoutalktomeorbehavewhenyou'reangrybuti

willneverbeatAmanewithherbigmouth...Yes

Amanenkamotshosetsagoreaskantalelamme

helankasemmetsegapeI'dnevercheatonher.I

don'tknowwhichkindofawomanwouldmakeme

cheatonher,butidon'tseeithappening..that'show
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deepitis.Thisdream wasminewithher,sheisthe

firstwomantosleephereelesekgwahela.sheloved

meevenwheniwaspoor...Youfoundmekebereka,

Amanelovedmewheniwasatrueherdboykenna

komorakengstraightridinghorses,werode

together.Shesleptinatentwithmeandateterrible

thingswithme.Whatwesharedwasdeepandits

unfortunatethatmoneytemptedherbutsheisjust

likeanyotherwoman...Temptationshappen.I'm

sureificheatedonhershewouldhaveprobably

forgivenmetoo.Gagonaformulasodon'tmakeit

seem likeherleavingmewasacrime.

Hesighedandrubbedhisfacethenhelookedat

her...

Batsile:PleasemakeitworkwithTefosowecanbe

peacefulexsifthat'spossible.Wewerenot

supposedtodateinthefirstplacekedirilephosoto

jumpbetweenthesisters,youandiwerewrongto

dateknowingyou'reAmane'ssisterandI'm sorry.
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Youweresupposedtojustbemysisteresengsepe

gape,dilotsedingwediunethical,itrulyregretwhati

didwithyou.I'm sorry.

*

*

Thefollowinginsertwillbeat11pm tonight.

*

*

*
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#76

AtBatsile'soffice...

Amanda:Sohowlongwereyougoingtouseme?

Batsile:Ididn'tuseyou,don'tplayvictim becauseit

doesn'tsuityou.I'm tryingtobehumbledon'tthrow

itonmyface.

Amanda:Howam ithrowingitonyourface?

Batsile:Howdidiuseyou?Yousaidyoujustwant

mydickandigaveittoyou,howdidiuseyou?

Causeifthereisanyonewhowasusedhereit'sme.

Youdidn'tevengivemeachancetogetoverAmane

andnowyou'reblamingmefornotgettingoverher.

Whyarewestilltalkingaboutthisbecauseyou

dumpedme?

Hesighedandstoodup...
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Batsile:Listen...Idon'twanttodothiswithyou.I

havealotofworkhere.Pleaseallowmetowork.

Amanda:Ican'twaitforyoutobebrokesoyoucan

seethekindofawomanyouwant.

Batsile:Mebeingbrokewon'tfixyourheart,butif

you'regoingtostoplivingandwatchmylifehopingi

gobrokeknockyourselfout.Ireallydon'tcarewhat

happensifigobroke,ifsheleavesatleastiwould

haveenjoyedhercompanywhileihadmoney.This

conversationisover,getoutofmyoffice.Otogao

ntena.

Amanda:You'reungrateful,youneedtopaymefor

allthehelpigaveyou

Batsile:Howareyougoingtocompensatemefor

thegoodsexigaveyoubecauseididn'tevenfeel

fulfilledhavingsexwithyou.Amandaidon'toweyou

anything,ibuiltmythingsthroughmyhardwork,you

walkedintomylifeoithelakenaleplan.Youdateda

brokemanyoudidn'tbuildme.Don'teverfeel

entitledtomypropertyjustbecauseyouhadsex
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withmewhileiwasbuildingit.Youhaven'thelped

mepayacent.

Amanda:I'llneverstophatingyou.

Batsile:Getout....

Shestoodupandswipedeverythingonthetable

pushingitdownashesteppedbackputtinghis

handsinthepockets.

Batsile:You'regoingtoreplaceeverythingyoubroke.

Youdumpedmeandcallledmybrothertogetme,

I'veneverharassedyouandI'm movingon,now

you'repunishingmeformovingon.

Shepickedaframeandbrokeitonthecornerofthe

desk...

Amanda:Youcouldn'tevenbookmeintoa

presidentialsuite,you'regreedy!Andselfish...



Iam

Shepulledthedesktopandpickedthemonitorthen

shecrusheditonthefloor...

Batsile:Amandawantshenyetsathemma...

Amanda:Fuckyou!Itoldyoutoexpectthisifyou

messwithme.

Batsile:Whyareyoudestroyingmythings?Webroke

upawhileago.Emisawantshenyetsa.

Amanda:I'm destroyingmyshare,ihelpedyoubuild

thisplace.Amaneleftyoubecauseshecouldn't

pictureiteleintactnowshecallledma'am and

bookedintopresidentialrooms?

Sheopenedthefridgeandtookoutthebottlewhich

shecrushedonthewindow...

Batsilestaredatherforaminuteandclenchedhis

jawsthenhewalkedout,shegrabbedhisTshirt
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pullinghim ashepushedherhandoff...

Batsile:Don'ttouchmeketagobetsagore!

Hewalkedoutasshecontinuedbreakingthings

insidehisoffice.Hepassedbythesecurityguard...

Batsile:Thereisasomeonevandalisingmyproperty

pleasekeepherrestrainedandcallthepolice.Don't

alarm ourcustomersplease

Guard:Yessir...

HewalkedtowardstheVillawhereheknocked,

Amaneunlockedthedoorthenhewalkedinwitha

longface...

Amane:AreyouOK?

Batsile:Yeah,I'm fine.
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Amane:You'renotOK

Batsile:Amandawenttomyofficeaskedthatwe

talkbutthingsdidn'tgothewayshewantedsoshe

vandalisedmyoffice.Ididn'twanttotakeactionand

betakentoapolicestationsoilefthertheregape

kooreshesurprisedmebecausegakeitsegorenna

leenerelwelaengbecausewebrokeuplastmonth.

Mmesheisgoingtoreplaceeverythingshebroke.

Gakebategotsenngwastresskadilodisele.

Amane:Gotakeashowerandgetinbed,itookthe

bedroom intheleftsoyoucantaketherightone...

it'sverylate.Wewilltalktomorrow.

Batsile:Ok

HetookoffhisTshirtandwalkedinthebathroom

whileshelockedthedoorandwenttoherroom.

*

*

*

*
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#77

AtBatsile'sroom....

ThenextmorningBatsilewoketoAmanesittingon

theedgeofhisbed.Heturnedaroundandputafist

overhismouthyawning...

Amane:Goodmorning..

Batsile:Morning...

Amane:I'm takingthechildrenandgoingbackto

Maun.

Batsile:(hesatupandlookedather)Didido

somethingwrong?

Amane:No,youactuallydidgoodnottofight

Amandalastnight.I'm proudofyoubutifeellikethe
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twoofyouneedtimetosortoutyourproblems

withoutmegettinginthemiddleofit.Whateverwe

agreedtodiscusswhenyoucomebackfrom Mutare

isonholdbecausethelastthingineedismy

childrenbeingusedtohurtyou.Totahelaidon't

wantdrama,I'vealwaystoldyougoreketshaba

Amandabecauseeveryonekeepssayingsheis

crazy.

Batsile:IhavenothingtosortwithAmandagapethe

securitycompanytookhertoapolicestationlast

night,Idon'tknowwhyshecamehereinthefirst

placebecauseitoldhernottocome.Irefusedto

giveheraride,whatam isupposedtodotoshow

youthatI'vemovedpastthat?

Amane:Onlytimewilltell,I'm takingmychildrenout

ofthedrama.Dealwithyourgirlfriendlebuedilotsa

lona.Whenyou'refreeyouandiwilltalk.Youcaused

allthesebysleepingwithher,sincewhenhasitever

beenoktosleepwithsisters?

Batsile:Andiwillprobablyregretthattherestofmy

lifebutnottiedtoAmandakasepe,ihaven't

introducedhertorelativesandshetriedtointroduce



Iam

metoherfamilykeganne.I'venevermetherfamily

soitcan'tbethathardbecauseit'snotour

relationshipwasknown.

Amane:Eitherwayihavetoprotectthekidsand

stepback.

Shestoodupandwalkedout,Batsileputonhis

shortsandfollowedhertothechildren'sroom where

shepickedDiamondandwrappedherwiththelodge

fleece..

Batsilegrabbedherwaistlookinginhereyes..

Batsile:(loweredhisvoice)Themmapleasekeago

kopaletmykidsenjoythisplaceforaday,wewillgo

backtoMauntomorrow.

Amane:PleasebringChase...

ShewalkedoutthenhepickedChaseandfollowed



Iam

hertotheparkinglotwheretheyputthechildren

inside.Heopenedthedriver'sdoorforherthenshe

gotinandstartedthecarwhilehestoodbyleaning

in.

Batsile:(touchedhercheek)You'regainingweight

Amane:Eeakerekethasetswekemosimanewa

nkimisa

Hesmiledlookingatherandlaughedreachinginside

andcaressingherstomach....

Batsile:Heyman,howareyoudoinginthere...

Heleanedbackandsighedlookingather...

Batsile:Keetaafterdoingalittlebitofworkhere,ok?

Amane:Ok,bye
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Batsile:Nicecarbytheway

Amane:Thanks

Shestartedthecaranddroveoffasthepolicecar

drovethroughthegateandparkednexttohim.

Batsile:waitsegaletshepegalewhensomeoneis

stayingthissideofMaun.

Police:(laughed)Allourcarswereoutonpatrol

Batsile:Thesecuritycompanyhadtoassistmeand

cuffsomeonetostopherfrom destroyingmy

propertylonabanna.

Police:(laughed)Nnyaamorena,talktoyourleaders

sotheycangivepolicestationsmorecars.Whereis

thedamageshedid?

Batsile:Followme,thereisalsoacamerathat

recordedeverydamageshedid.

Police:Perfect.



Iam

Theywalkedinthebuildingwithoneoftheforensic

technicianscarryingabag.

AtAmanda'smother's...

Amanda'sfatherwalkeddownstairspressinghis

phonewhiletherestofthefamilyhadbreakfaston

thediningtable...

Him:Amandatriedtocallmelastnight,shesenta

messagesayingshehasbeenlockedupatthe

policestationforvandalisingBatsile'sproperty.

Amanda'ssister:Kantemamatellmesomething,in

allhonestywasAmandasupposedtosleepwithher

sister'sexboyfriend?

Mother:Amandaoboatathat'swhyihavedistanced

myselffrom hersoshecandealwiththeresultsof

sleepingwithyoursistersboyfriend.Akereareke

mogolooitsethata.
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Youngersister:Ialsotalkedtoherabouttheissue,

infactiwastellingherthatsometimesex

boyfriendsandexgirlfriendsfixtheirbroken

relationshipsandgetbacktogetherthat'swhyweas

sistersarenotsupposedtodateeachothersexs

becauseoncetheguygoesbacktohisgirlfriend

wagolelabutshesaideneshetreatshim with

respectsohewon'tgobacktoAmane.Apparently

allofAmane'schildrenarethisguyskids.

Father:Itoldhernottodatethatguy,itwaswrongin

everyway.Ieventoldherthatasamanican

guaranteeherthatguystilllovedAmanebecausehe

wasdumped,peoplebreakupandmakeupallthe

time.IfAmanedumpshim andshejumpsinforthe

heroifAmanechangeshermindtheguyisgoing

backtoherbecausehelovedher.Italkedtoher,i

reallyhopelonagalenagodiradilotsagaAmanda

oneachother.

Youngestsister:Gapesheistheonewhoputhim in

acorner,ammatamoguydidn'tapproachherandi

doubthewasplanningtodateherbecausesheonce

saidtheguywaseyeingsomegirlwithababy.
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Gatwethatwaswhohewasgoingfornother.Now

shewantstodestroyhercareerwhensheknows

BatsileandAmanewereloversfrom thefarm.Ijoo!

Nnatotaidon'ttrustAmandanow,plusshelong

toldmeAmane'sboyfriendissexybeforetheybroke

upsoshelikedhim whilehewasstillwithAmane.I

willnevertrustherwithmyboyfriend

Sister:Akereifyoulistentohowshemanagedto

blackmailAmane,shejustwatchedAmanedatethis

otherexofherswithouttellingheranythingandonly

toldherwhenAmanewastellingherit'swrongto

dateBatsile.That'swhenshepulledtheDifeismy

extoo...BythistimeAmanehadalreadystarteda

relationshipwithDifemmeasabua.Mama

kgalemelaAmandaalesegodiraboloi.

Father:I'm goingtothepolicestationtoseeifthey

canreleaseher

Sister:I'llcomewithyoubutsheisalawyerI'm sure

shewouldhavedemandedtobereleasedifitwas

possible.

Mother:Ifitwasuptomeyou'djustleaveherthere,i
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didn'tknowshestillharassesmen.Wehavealways

bailedherout,lasttimesheburnedaman'scarand

wepaidforit.

Father:Nnyaawaiilennakebrokejaanong,

whateverdamageshedidatBatsile'spropertyison

her.I'm justgoingtomakesuresheisOKandthe

securityguardsdidn'tbeatherwhiletakinghertothe

policestation.

Mother:Ok...

Theyfinishedeatingandleft....

Atthepolicestation...

LaterthatmorningAmanda'sfatherwalkedinthe

buildingholdingapaperbagoftakeawaysand

leanedoverthecounterwhilesomepoliceofficers

werestandingbydoingsomepaperwork.
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Him:Goodmorning,mynameisDrGeorge,I'm

lookingformydaughterAmanda...Sheissaidtobe

incustodyforvandalism.

Policeofficer:Ohyessheisinourholdingcellsbut

you'renotallowedtoseeher.

Him:Ijustwanttomakesuresheate.Ibroughther

Nandos.

Policeofficer:Wefeedoursuspects,don'tworryshe

wasgivenfood.

Him:Whatkindoffood?Tsamagolegwa?

Policeofficer:Eeakerekelegolegwa...(totheman

behindhim)Morenacanihelpyou?

RragweAmanda:I'm stilltalkingtoyou,herphoneis

notgettingansweredtoo

Policeofficer:Nophonesintheholdingcell.Isthere

anythingelse?

RragweAmanda:Iwanttomakesuremydaughteris

OK.Totaiwantyoutoreleaseher,wewillpaythe

damageshecaused.Sheisalawyerandshecan

affordtopaymothowalonayoo.
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Policeofficer:Mogoloyou'renotallowedtoseeher,

weareinthemiddleofapoliceinvestigationand

thisisheadingtocourt.Thepolicedon'tdecidewhat

todowithasuspect,itsthecourt'sjobtodetermine

ifsheisguiltyornotandwhatsentenceshewillget.

You'realsonotallowedtobringherpizzasand

nandos.Botswanapoliceservicehasabudgetfor

peopleincustody,wearefeedingherjustfineand

I'm suresheenjoyedthemeals.Maybeit's

somethingdifferentfrom herusual...butI'm sureshe

appreciatedthechangeindiet.Anythingelse?Ke

rayagorethereisabsolutelynothingyoucandoto

giveherthatpizzaandnandosunlessyougiveusa

courtorder.Untilthenyou'lljusthavetowaitforus

tocompleteourinvestigation.

RragweAmanda:Allthisforvandalism?

Policeofficer:Mayiassistthenextpersonplease...

Theywalkedoutwiththefoodanddrinks...

Intheholdingcell....
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MeanwhileAmandasatatthecornerwithherhead

betweenherlegs...Thesmellofurineandfaeces

madeithardtobreatheproperlyandeverytimeshe

breathedinitfeltlikeshewaseatingfaeces.Saliva

filledhermouthandswallowingitwasimpossible.

Shespatbesidesherasthecoldbreezedoverher

armsgivingherhugegoosebumps...

Shelookedattheblanketshewasgiven,ablanket

thateveryoneprobablyworeandshecouldonly

imaginealltheskindiseasesshecouldgetfrom that.

Sheclosedhereyesandtriedgettingsomesleepbut

justlikelastnightshestillcouldn'tsleep...

TWODAYSLATER...

*

*

*

*
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#78

AtAmanda'sHouse...

Amanda'ssisterdrovethroughthegatewithher

sittingonthepassengerseat,sherolleddownthe

windowandsighedwithoutaword.

Sister:Areyouok?

Amanda:Yeah..

Sister:Idon'twanttosayitoldyousobutireallydid

saythiswouldhappen.Itoldyousomeex'sgetback

together,doyouseewhatimeant?

Amanda:I'm notinthemoodforalecture,setse

ekareleikgathakannajaanong..

Sister:That'stheproblem withyou,youdon'twant

peopletodisagreewithyou...Yoursister's

exboyfriendisofflimits....You'renotsupposedto



Iam

shootyourshotonyoursister'sexboyfriend.Ifitwas

acompletestrangeromotsenyamokhonengmaybe

thatwouldbeokbutstopcorneringourexs,someof

them rebathalarebarataregardlessofourreasons.

Iam oneofthosepeoplewhostillfuckmyexswhen

itsuitsmesowhenyoushootyourshothannake

baneelakukuyoucan'tsayI'm wrong.Idon'tcheat

whenI'm inarelationshipbutwhenI'm singleabeke

ikutwakebatadickicalloneoftheexswithagood

dickandgetservicedtheniignorehim untilineed

sexagain.HagongwewhenigotoGabsandneed

accommodationicallanexinGabsaberelalale

iphatendercare,gakeboelamoMaunkamoignora

untiligotoGabsagainandneedsomeonetohang

outwith.Ronarediradilolediexthat'swhyyou

shouldnevercrossthelinewithourex,raajanarona

garelesingleretshwerekedinopa.Idon'tblame

Amane,ifuckmyexsandifyoushootyourshoton

them likeyoudidwithBatsilethenyou'llcry.

Amandasteppedoutofthecarandclosedthedoor...
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Amanda:IsupposeAmanewasrighttosleepwith

him whilehewaswithme.

Her:Ijustexplainedhowexsoperate,Amanewas

fixingthingswithherex.Shedidanormalthingof

takingbackyourexrightafteryourealiseyoustill

wanthim,hadyourespectedsisterhoodboundaries

inthefirstplaceyouwouldn'tbehurt.

Amanda:SonowyoulikeAmane?

Her:Iwouldn'tsayilikeherornotbecausegakea

motwaela.Shewasn'tallowedtogohomesoidon't

knowher,ifeellikewenayouwelcomedherinyour

housebecauseyoulikedherboyfriend,didyou?

Amanda:Don'tmakeconclusionsaboutthingsyou

knownothingabout.Batsilecameinthepictureafter.

Her:Youwerewrong,theonlywaytocorrectthisis

togetoverBatsileanddoitfastbecausehedoesn't

wantyou.Nexttimeletamanchaseyou...

Sheunlockedthedoorandwalkedinashersister

followedher.



Iam

Her:Doyouthinkyou'llbefinealone?

Amanda:Yeah,thanksfordroppingmeoffthoughit

camewithalectureofbullshit.

Her:(smiled)Abigthankyou...iknowyouheardme.

Andyesifyousleepwithmyexsiwillkeepsleeping

withmyexsasusual.OtaalelasagaRagelemogo

nna.Tsamediboyfriendoditshabe.

Amanda:Idon'tsleeplebannabamanyenanna.

Her:OhyouonlysleepwithAmane'stypesonly?

GuessI'm safethen...

Amanda:Iknowyouthinkyou'rejokingbutyou're

hurtingmyfeelings.Iknowishouldn'thavebutke

rataBatsileandallthisisnoteasy.

Hersisterwalkedoverandhuggedher...

Her:Ok,I'llcutyousomeslack...
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Shesmiledandkissedherthenshewalkedout.

Amandawalkedinthebathroom andtookalong

bathbeforemakingsomethingtoeatinthekitchen

thenshetookoutherphoneanddialedSimba...

Simba:Hello?

Amanda:Hiitsme,listen.I'm abouttoorderanew

computerforBatsile,canyoupleasefindoutifthe

CPUisOKtobeconnectedorI'dhavetobuymonitor

leCPU?

Simba:Iwasthereyesterday,CPUesiame,

Amanda:Iforgotwhatbrandheisusing,canisend

youthemoneythenyoubuyitandconnectit?Iwill

payyouaswell.

Simba:Uhnoneedtopayme.Justsendthemoney

andI'llbuyit.

Amanda:Thanks

Simba:And...Awomanisnotsupposedtobehave

likethat,it'shardformentochooseawomanwho

fightsandthreatensthem allthetime.Nexttime
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don'tharassanyone.

Amanda:Iunderstand.Bye

ShehungupanddialedBatsile..

Batsile:Hello?

Amanda:Hi,pleaselistentome...icomeinpeace...

Batsile:Ok?

Amanda:Ifireplaceeverythingwillyoudropthe

vandalism charges?

Batsile:Yes,ijustwantyoutotakeresponsibilityfor

youractions.

Amanda:Ok,I'm makingallnecessarycallsthenI'm

comingtofixeverything.IaskedSimbatobuythe

monitor.

Batsile:Ok,areyouok?

Amanda:Yeah,justsnappedbacktorealityandifeel

badforwhatidid.Iknowhowmuchilovemyoffice
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soicanonlyimaginehowdisappointedyoumustbe

especiallybecauseiendedtherelationshiptobegin

with.Ididn'tmeantoloseitlikethat,iam

embarrassed.

Batsile:It'sok,don'tworryaboutit.Let'sjustfixthis

andmakepeace.Idon'tbelieveinnastybreakups.

KesantseketilegogothokamobotshelongandI'm

sureyoumightneedme.Wemustpartways

peacefullysothatyearsfrom nowwecanstillbe

freetoaskforhelporadvice..

Amanda:Yeah,true.I'm coming.

Batsile:Sure.

Shehungupandwalkedout....

AtDife'sHouse...

Difepickedthelasttoyfrom underneaththebedand

zippeditinabagthenhetookouthisphoneand

dialedsomeone.
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Voice:(Chineseaccent)Hello

Dife:HiJandi

Voice:(laughed)Stopcallingmethat

Dife:(laughed)Ican'tpronounceyournameandi

likethenameJandi,youlooklikeJandi

Her:(laughed)OK...

Dife:..Ijustwantedtoconfirm,yousaidyouclose

yourshopat6pm right?

Her:Yes(closedthetillandhandedthecustomer

change)Tankhima!

Dife:Great,I'llcallyoulater

Her:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedoutthenhelockedthehouse

andgotinthecardialingAmane.

Amane:Hello?
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Dife:Areyouhome?

Amane:Yes,why?

Dife:Keetagonehoo.Shap

Amane:Ok

Hehungupanddroveoff....

AtAmane'sHouse....

LateronAmanebentovergentlyplatingDiamond's

hairwhileshelaidasleeponthecouchasChase

rodehistricyclearoundthehouse...

ThedooropenedthenDifewalkedincarryingabag

andahugeplasticwiththechildren'stoys.

Chasegotoffhistricyclesmilingasherecognised

Dife,Difesmiledandpickedhim upbeforefist
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bumpingwithhim.

Dife:Formerson..

Amane:(laughed)Therralesagorutangwanakedilo

Dife:(laughed)Heismyformerson

Amane:Ibilekehaommitsannananyana

Dife:(crackedlaughing)Nekehupetsethattime,I've

hadtimetomakesenseofeverything.Kentsekeya

counsellingsoI'm fine.

Amane:Sorryyouhadtogothroughthat.

Dife:It'sfine,ithelpedmedealwithmydeeper

issuesandI'vejustrealisedthatiwasn'tthebest

partner.Iwasnevertheresohopefullymynext

relationshipwillworkout.

Amane:Pleaseworkonthemoodswingsplease...

That'syourbiggestchallenge

Dife:(laughed)Iknow,igothelp.IthinkI'm OKnow...

Ihaveadatetoday.

Amane:Oh,congratulations.Doiknowher?
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Dife:SomeChinesegirl,sheisverysweet.

Amane:congratulations,

Dife:Thanks

Amane:Um...I'm workingonpayingyoubackforthe

childsupport

Dife:Don'tberidiculous,18monthskeeng?It'sOK,

maybeonedayyou'llmakemygirlcakeor

something.

Amane:I'dlovetodothat.

Dife:Ihavetogo,neketisitsedilotsabana...(looked

atChasewhilestillcarryinghim)Chase?I'm going

myboy

Chase:Byebye

Heputhim downandleft...

Dife:Shap

Amane:Shap,thanksforthis
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Dife:Sure

Heclosedthedoorthenshecarriedwiththebaby's

hair...

AtBatsile'soffice....

LateronAmandaknockedandwalkedincarryinga

hugebagwhichsheplacedonthemiddleofthe

floorasBatsileslowlystoodup.

Amanda:Hi,

Batsile:Hi

Shefoldedhersweatersleevesandtiedherhairinto

aponytailthenshetookoutaframedpicture...

Amanda:I'm heretododamagecontrol
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Batsile:(laughed)Ok...Youlookgorgeousin

sweatpantsandaTshirt,simpleandnice.

Amanda:Keaholaskampokatogakeiponakele

MmaBatsile.

Batsile:(laughed)Ok,I'm sorry.

Amanda:(smiled)Getbacktowork...

Batsile:Yesma'am...

Heturnedbackandcarriedonworkingonhislaptop

whileshereplacedafewthings..

FIVEYEARSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBfishfarms...

Basipulledintothegreennetshadeparkingwith

Summerinthefrontseatapplyingnailpolishwhile

theirsonplayedinthebackseatwithhisbaby

sister...

HesteppedoutasSummercarefullyopenedthe

doorspreadinghershortfingersandhoppedout.

Son:Daddytakemeout!

Basiopenedthebackseatdoorandtookouthisson

from theseatthenheputhim downandpickedthe

babysister....
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Thelittleboywalkedalonghismotherandputhis

handoverherheadwhilesheblewhernailpolish

dry...

Him:OopsverysoonI'llbetallerthanyoumama

thenyoucanbemychild.

Summer:(laughed)JuniorI'llneverbeyourchild.

Basi:(laughedcarryingthebaby)Mosadiwamegaa

tsoga..

Summer:(laughed)Idon'tknowwhathisproblem is

withmyheight

AssoonastheyenteredthegateBasibentoverand

putdowntheiryoungest,thebigbrotherheldher

handastheyrantothefishponds...

Basi:(gruntedpickingSummer)Letmepickmywife

andstopwastingmyenergyonpeoplewhoare
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goingtowalkawayfrom mewhenI'm oldandblind

Summer:(laughed)Ee,knowwhereyourpriorities

lie...Theseoneswillbebusywiththeirboyfriends

andgirlfriends...

Theylaughedashepiggybackedhertothefish

pondswheretheystoodbythefencelookingatthe

fishfillingthepond,oneoftheworkersapproached

inoverallsandabucketoffishfoodthenheopened

thegateandwalkedinsidewherehebegunfeeding

thefishes...

Junior:Daddylook!Thefishisjumping

Littlesister:wow,lotsoffish!

BasiputSummerdownthentheyheldtheir

children'shandsandwalkedfrom pondtopond

checkingoutthefishes...
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AtSirSeretseKhamaInternationalAirport...

MeanwhileJuneandherparentswalkedinthe

buildingandjoinedthecheckinginqueue..

Kanako'svideocamethroughthenshesmiled

blushingandtuckinginherhairthenshepicked

walkingawayfrom herparents...

June:Hello?

Kanako:Heywhatpussy...(shestoppedsmilingthen

helaughed)I'm sorry,ican'twaittomuffthatwhite

thing...Areyouattheairport?

June:(laughed)Yes,I'm withmyparents.

Kanako:Letmetalktoyourdad...

June:Ok,holdon.

Shewalkedbacktothequeueandhandedherfather
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thephone...

June:It'sKanako

RragweJune:Eishmosimanyanayowalapisagore

kana,youshouldhavetoldhim I'm nothere.Tellhim

I'm nothere

Kanako:Papakegoutule...{Papaicanhearyou}

RragweJune:(sighedandtookthephone,Kanako

smiledandwiggledhiseyebrowslikeafool)Whatis

it?

Kanako:Ifeelveryspecial,likemygirlfriend'sfather

ispostingmygirlfriendforme.Itdoesn'thappen

everydaywhenyou'reanAfrican.

RragweJune:Ija

Kanako:Ijustwantedtotellyouthatihaven'tsold

yourdaughtertoanyone...Icleanedmyhouseand

disinfecteditsohersensitiveskincanbeatease...I

hopeshedoesn'tgetmeintroubleheregotwewhat

isthisblackAfricanboydoingwithawhitegirl.

RragweJune:Theyshouldjailyoufor2days,you
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talktoomuch.

Kanako:Aopapannakelengwanayoosiameng

jaana,wanthataakere?{I'm agoodboyandyou

knowit,youlovemedon'tya?}

RragweJune:No

Kanako:(smiledwide)Youloveme,you'rejusttoo

Africantoadmitit...Anywaysiwon'timpregnateher

beforeifinishschool.Myfirstsalarykemagadi

secondsalaryI'm takingheroutfordinnerand

impregnatingher.Iknowyoucan'twaittohavea

grandsonwholookshandsomelikeme.

RragweJune:Handsome?olemaswejaanaKanako,

mygrandsonisgoingtolooklikeme.Wantwaela

Kanako:Papaweeakerewenaopaletswekegodira

mosimanyana,soI'm doingitforyou.

RragweJune:(laughed)Kanakoketogakebusa

June

Kanako:(laughed)Sorryee,sorry

Theylaughed...
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MmagweJune:Hello?

Kanako:IyoweI'm sorrypapakeeneantebaditseng

godumedisa

RragweJune:KanakoI'm notyourfather

Kanako:Papatherradon'tgivemeheart

pulpilations...

Theylaughed...

MmagweJune:Mothokeyoowaroroma,shesays

shehasneverbeeninaplanebefore.Shetookusby

forcesayingsheneedsmoralsupport.

June:(laughed)MamaI'm notscaredthemmaleta

nthobogisaKanako.

RragweJune:(laughed)Sheisevenwearingadiaper

June:(laughed)Papagakebate

Kanako:(laughed)Ibelievepapa
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Theyalllaughedthenshesteppedoverandchecked

in.Shehuggedeachofherparentsandturnedback

walkingintotheterminaltalkingtothephone...

Atthebigtree....

LaterthatafternoonTefodrovetowardsthebigtree

withAmandaonthepassengerseat,theyrolled

downwindowsandwatchedaslotsofchildrenran

acrossthegrassbarefootedchasingcloudsof

balloonswhilesomepeoplegotonthecanoefor

canoeridingandboatriding..

Tefoparkednexttosomecarsthentheystepped

out,heheldherhandastheywalkedpastsome

childrenjumpingoverthewool.Tefosmiledstaring

atthechildrenplayingby,he'dalwayswondered

whathissperm wouldlooklikeifhehadababyand

nowitwasabouttime.Allhisfriendsandbrothers
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hadfamiliesandhecouldn'tstopwondering...

Tefo:(smiled)Keipotsankatsholangwanaontseng

jang{iwonderwhatmybabywouldlooklikeifwe

weretohaveone}

Amanda:(lookeddown)Andifinevergiveyou

children?Wehavebeentryingfor5yearsnow..What

aboutadoptingababy?

Tefo:Ihavenothingagainstpeoplewhoadoptbuti

wantmyownchild,adoptingfeelslikeraising

anotherman'schild,whichidon'tmindbasedon

circumstanceslikethatchildbeinganorphanbuti

wanttoseemyearsonmychildandfeelconfident

abouthavingmadethatbaby.

Amanda:Andifitneverhappens?

Tefo:I'm hopefulyou'llfallpregnant,let'sbepositive.

Ibelieveinthis...

Amanda:Maybeweshouldgetmarried,maybe

that'swhenGodwillfavourus..

Tefo:Gakenyalekesenangwana{I'm notgetting



Iam

marriedwithoutachild}

Amandalookeddownastheywalkedsidetoside....

Atthebirthcertificateoffice...

Batsilewalkedoutoftheofficewithallfourofhis

childrenwalkingbesideshim ashereadtheir

birthdaycertificates.

Chase:Daddyletmesee,didyouaddmyTswana

name?

Batsile:It'sSetswananamenotTswana...Iaddedit,.

Itsrighthere...Obakeng.

Chase:(smiled)Iloveitwhengrandmacallsmewith

it,shesaysfeelsweirdsayingEnglishnames!

Diamond:Daddyletmeseemine,ibileialready

knowhowtospellmySetswananamedaddy...It'sO.

r.e.n.e.i.l.e...Oreneile!!
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Batsile:Nice!

Diamond:Caniuseitatschool?

Batsile:You'lluseitatyournewschool,itwillbe

easiertousenewnameswhenyou'retransferring.

Diamond:Yes!

Losika:Daddyiwanttoseemynametoo

Chase:Butyoucan'treadLosika

Lelentle:(pouting)Daddyiwantmynametoo

Batsile:Guysyourbirthcertificatesdidn'tneed

editing,youalreadyhadyourSetswananamesfrom

birth.WewerejustaddingObakengandOreneileto

ChaseandDiamondbecausetheymusthave

Setswananames.

Losika:Letmesee!

Lelentle:Metoo!

Hebentoverandpickedthelastbornthenhe

unlockedthecarasaladywalkedpasthim,she

stoppedandlookedathim andhisfourcopiesthen
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shelaughed..

Woman:Mybrotheryourchildrenlooklikeyou...

Theirears,eyesandthelips..

Batsile:(laughed)Thankyou

Woman:I'm proudofyouforevencomingtothe

mallwiththem aloneosaremmaboagothuse.We

needfather'slikethat.

Batsile:Thankyou.

Woman:They'rejust4?

Batsile:Yeah,ihadtoworktogetthelastonesoi

cancompletethesentence.Mywifewasnothaving

itanymorearennyaarrawenaobatagonthogisa

batho.

Woman:(laughed)Icanimagine,whataretheir

names?

Batsile:Obakeng,Oreneile,LosikaandLelentle

Woman:Wow...Congratulations.Ilovetheirnames.

Batsile:Thankyou...Iwasinspiredbythewaymy
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mothernamedmybrothersandi.Mybrotheralso

nameshischildrenlikethat.

Woman:I'm happyforyou.

Batsile:Thankyou.

Shewalkedawaythenheputtheyoungerchildrenin

theirseatwhiletheoldest2buckledup.Hedrove

outoftheparkinglotdialingAmane...

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Aren'tyoudone?

Amane:Weareabouttofinish

Batsile:Ok,weareonourwaygetyou.Weweare

goingtoshowyousomethingsomewhere.

Amane:(laughed)OK.

Batsile:Bye

Hehungupandkeptondriving..
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Chase:Isthatmommy?

Batsile:Yeah,wearegoingtogethertoshowher

thatthingbutyoucan'twayanythingit'sasurprise

Diamond:(smiledtestinghim)Obakeng?

Chase:(laughed)ObakengMotsumilistening,what's

up?(theybothlaughed)YouthinkI'llforget?Granny

callsmeObakengthroughout!

Theycrackedlaughingoutloud...

SomewhereinMaun....

LateronAmanesatonthepassengerseatwitha

blindfoldonherwavewhileBatsileparkedthecar.

ChaseandDiamondstoodonthecarseatlookingat

herfaceandcheckingifshecouldseethroughthe

blindfold.



Iam

Chase:Nopeaking..

Amane:I'm notpeakingChase

Obakeng:It'sObakeng,callmeObakeng,ithasthat

thing.

Amane:(laughedoutloud)TsenaObakeng!

Theylaughedastheygotoutofthecarandeach

heldAmane'shandwhileBatsiletookoutthe

youngeronesoutofthecarseatsandputthem

down.

HesighedandheldAmane'shandwhiletheir

childrenranbehindthem gigglingandlaughing..

Amane:Whyiseveryonelaughing,iwanttosee...

Batsile:Justamoment....Guysgostandoverthere...

HestoodbehindAmanehuggingherfrom behind
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whileshesmiledblindfolded,allfourchildrenstood

nexttothebigsurprisewiththeirnamesprintedon

theirTshirts...

Batsile:Ready?

Heremovedthefoldthenthechildrenjumpedup

screaming...

All:SURPRISE!!!

Amaneopenedhereyesandlookedatthebig

surprise,hermouthdroppedthentearsfilledher

eyes.Sheputherhandoverhermouthandlookedat

Batsileastearsrolleddown...

Hewalkedbacktothecarandpickedhisfather's

guitarthenhewalkedovertohischildren...Hehung

thestrapoverhisshoulderandlookedather...The
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patienceittookhisfathertoteachhim this

particularsongbutforhim itwasbeingableto

finallyteachhissonsomething...

Amanesmiledemotionallyassherecognisedthe

instrumentals..

Amane:That'sTracyChapman'sfastcar....

Chaseandhissiblingsjoinedtheirfathersinging

alongintheirtinychildishvoicesevenpushing

Batsileoutoftune,Amanelaughedtearfullyand

lookedbackatthesurpriseagainasthesongplayed

thensheburstintotearsturningaroundtolookat

thisplace...

*

*

*

*
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Amanewalkedovertothem andpickedherlastborn

asBatsilestoodupsmiling,theyhuggedfora

minutethenhehandedherthekeys...

Chase:Doyoulikeitmama?

Amane:Likeit?Iloveit!

Sheturnedaroundlookingattheyardthenattothe

twostoreybrownfamilyhomewithperfect

landscapes.Heunlockedthedoorandpickedthe

othersonastheywalkedintothehouse...

Amane:OhmyGod,(lookedatBatsile)Ithas

upstairs!I'llbesayingguys"goupstairsnow!"
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Theylaughedastheywalkedthroughtothe

backyardwhereshegaspedlookingatthebluepool..

Batsile:Bythewayeverychildhastheirownroom.

It'sa6bedroom house,iguesstheextraroom can

beaguestroom.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedbackinthehouse

whereshetookatouraroundthehousebefore

puttingdownherdaughter.

Amane:Babehowmuchdidthiscostyou?Ithought

wewerestillrecoveringfrom theweddingexpenses.

Batsile:Ididn'twanttolosethishome,yeahit'sa

littleexpensivebutourchildrenneedaplacetocall

home.Don'tworryaboutitigotit.

Amane:Areyousure?

Batsile:Trustme...
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Shesmiledandhuggedhim astheystoodinthe

kitchenwhilethechildrenmadenoisearoundthe

house....

SomewhereinMaun...

Bamesloweddownatthegateanddialedhis

"friend".

Meanwhileinsidethehouse,alittleboypickedthe

phoneandsatnexttohismother...

Him:Yourphoneisringingmama,maybeitsyour

friendbringingmedicine.Mama?

Thelittleboylookedathermotherasshelaidthere

helpless,hislittleheartjumpedashetouchedher

chesttocheckifshewasstillbreathing.Hegoton

topofherandputhisheadonherchest..
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Him:Mama?(tearfully)Mama?Caniansweryour

phone?

Assoonashetriedtopickthecallended,hegotoff

herthenhefixedherbedandhurriedouttothegate

wherehismother'sfriendwasparking.

Insidethecar,Bameworriedlylookedaroundforthe

neighboursasLorato'ssonranovershirtless,this

boywaslosingweightandhecouldcounthisribs

justlookingathim.Loratodidn'trevealmuchabout

hermarriagebutherhusbanddidn'tseem

passionateaboutherson.Motshidisilookedskinnier

thanyearsago...

Motshidisi:(knockedonthewindow)Mamaistoo

sick...sheissleeping.

Bame:Ohok,warengTshidi?

Tshidi:(smiledwithdrylips)I'm fine
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Bame:(tookoutaplasticofmedicine)Ijustwanted

togiveherthis

Hegottheplasticthenhereluctantlylookedathim...

Tshidi:Canyouhelpmeandtakemamatothe

hospital?Butwedon'thavemoneyforthepetrol.

Bame:Tellhertocome

Tshidi:Shecan'tstand,canyouhelpmecarryher?

Bamereluctantlylookedaroundfortheneighbours,

thiswasanotherman'shouseandwife..

MeanwhileTshidianxiouslyranbackinthehouseto

makesurehismotherwasstillbreathing,Bame

dustedhisfeetatthedoorthenhewalkedinthe

livingroom andheadedtothebedroom wherethe8

yearoldwastakingouthismother'shandbag.He

gotonthechairandtookouthismother'smedical
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cardthenhejumpeddownandgothershoes...

Hepeeledoffthesheetsandpulledhismother's

foot...

Tshidi:Mama?Putonyourshoes.Yourfriendis

here...Wehavetohurryup...

Heputbothofhershoesonherfeetthenhegotthe

bodylotionandquicklyappliedonhismother'sfeet.

Hegotthebrushandbrushedherhairback...

BamestoodbylookingatTshidi,itwasrelivinghis

childhood...ItwaslikewatchingBasitakingcareof

theirlatemotheranditwasthethoselastmoments

thatstayedinhisminduntilnow.

Bame:Lorato?(shookhershoulder)Rati?
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Helookedonthetableandnoticedshehadfinally

takenoffherweddingring.

Tshidi:Mama?

Bame:AparaTshirtTshidiorwaledithako.

HequicklyputontheTshirtandshoes,Bameleaned

overandpickedLoratothenhewalkedtothecar

whileTshidifollowedthem.

Bame:Husbandyagamamaagagogaiseamo

cheke?

Tshidi:Ngng

Bame:Whenlastdidyouseehim?

Tshidi:I'm notsure,lasttimehesaidimustgoback

tomygrandmotherbecauseI'm finishinghisfood.

That'swasthelasttimeisawhim,hesaidimust

leavebutidon'twanttoleavemamabecauseifI'm

nottherehebeatsmama.
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Bame:(frowned)Hebeatsher?

Tshidi:Yes,ifI'm thereifighthim,hebeatsme

harderandiendupsickbutatleastheknowsidon't

likeit.Itoldhim heowesmeandassoonasIgrow

upI'm goingtodealwithhim.

Bame:Yourmotherdidn'ttellmeeverything.

Tshidi:Shedoesn'ttellpeople.

BamestartedthecarandreversedwhileTshidisat

inthebackholdinghismother.Hehandedhim a

drink...

Bame:Haveadrink

Tshidi:(putonhismother'smouth)Mama?Nwa

drink...

Hepoureddropsintohermouthandhelpedherdrink

untilthebottlewashalfway.
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

TefoandAmandawalkedinthehouse...

Amanda:Canwetalk?

Tefo:About?

Amanda:Haveaseat..

Tefosatdownandsighedlookingather...

Amanda:Ican'thavechildren,mywombisnot

shapedforconception.

Atthehospital....

MinuteslaterBamecarriedLoratoinsideasTshidi

steppedoutwithhismother'scard..
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Bame:Givemethecardandstayinsidethecard.

Tshidihandedhim thecardandsadlylookedathis

mother.Bamecouldseewhathewasthinking,it

wasexactlywhathethoughtwhenhismotherwas

takentothehospital...

Bame:Shewillbefineautwa?

Tshidi:Eerra

Tshidiswallowedabiglumpandsatinsidewatching

hismotherdisappearintothehospital.

InsideBameplacedheronthebedandstepped

backasthenurseattendedher.

Nurse:What'swrong?
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Bame:Idon'tknow,shehasn'tbeenfeelingwellfora

weeks,

Nurse:Oengleene?

Bame:Sheisjustafriend,sheusedtohiremytaxito

pickherfrom workwhenshewasworking,gare

masika.

Nurse:Ok..

Thenursehadalookathercardandchecked

severalthingsonherbeforeputtingheronadrip...

Nurse:Shelookslikeshewillbeadmitted,thedoctor

isgoingtoadmither...Everythingsagagwesetoo

lowevenherheartisbeatingslowly.

Bame:Ok...

Bamesteppedoutdialedhisbigbrother...
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Basi:Hello?

Bame:Ihaveaproblem,doyourememberLorato?

Theladyibeenseeing

Basi:Yoneorelenyalolagwelalwala?

Bame:Yeah,shehasbeenadmittedandhersonis

stuckwithme.Waitseketaaseka

Basi:Buttheboyisnotthatman'ssonright?

Bame:Yes,

Basi:Takehim toanyrelative

Bame:Loratosaysherrelativesarenotgood.

They'readysfunctionalfamily.

Basi:Whatdoyouwanttodo?Don'tattractalawsuit.

Takethatboytorelativesandstayawayfrom Lorato.

Bame:I'm allthatRatihas.

Basi:Karestayawayfrom her,sheismarried.

Bame:Sheisintheprocessofdivorcing,dilotsedi

thatatseespeciallywhenyou'realsosickandtrying

toraiseyourchildwhenyourpartnerdoesn'twant

him.Shehasalotgoingon.



Iam

Basi:Otaaseka,skareididn'twarm you.

Bame:Iunderstand.Bye

Hehungupandwalkedbacktothedoctor...

Inthecar....

MeanwhileTshidiwaitedinthecarthenheleaped

upasBamewalkedoutalone,hislittleheart

poundedagainsthisribsashegotbackinthecar.

Tshidi:Mamaokae?

Bame:Shehasbeenadmitted,butsheisfine.Is

thereanywhereicantakeyou?

Tshidi:(shookhishead)No,butyoucantakeme

home.Icanlockthedoor

Bame:Youcan'tstayalone.

Tshidi:Canisleepatyourhouseonthesofa?Idon't
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wetthebed,andiwon'tmessyourhouse.Ifyougive

mefoodiwillwashtheplate.Iwon'ttouchanything...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBame'sHouse...

LateronBameandTshidisteppedoutofthecar

carryinggrocerybags,Bameunlockedthedoorthen

theywalkedin..

Bame:Thekitchenisthatway..

Theywalkedinthekitchenwheretheysorted

everythingtheybought..

Tshidi:Ilikethatdrinkyouboughtme...(laughed)

Theyellowone

Bame:(laughed)Tropica

Tshidi:Yes,that.
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Bame:You'llgetitagaintomorrowmorningwhenwe

gocheckonyourmother.

Tshidi:Ok

Hecarefullyplacedeverythinginitsplaceand

steppedbacklookingatBamesortingoutmore.

Bame:Goandbaththenyoucomesowecanplay

gamescomputergames.

Tshidi:Ok...

Hesmiledandrantothebathroom wherehetooka

bath.Bame'sphonerangthenhepicked..

Bame:Hello?

Lorato:(lowvoice)Hello?

Bame:Heybabe,thankGodyoucanspeak.

Lorato:WhereisTshidi?
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Bame:Heisbathing,I'llhavehim talktoyou.We

wenttothemallandboughtafewthingsevenfor

you.

Lorato:Therratanki,ijustwokeupandfound

myselfinthehospital.

Bame:Heisfine.Wareodivorcerleng?Kantethis

guywhatwasthepointofmarryinghim becausehe

doesn'tevenloveyourson?I'llneverunderstandyou.

Lorato:Ithoughthewouldlovehim aftermarrying

mekantemarriagedoesn'tchangepeople.Nowi

havetodivorceanddivorcegasegame.It'salong

processbutI'llbepatientuntilI'm done.

Bame:Ok,butfornowlet'sfocusonyougetting

better.

Theycontinuedchattingashewalkedtotheliving

room...
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

AmandabentoverputtingdownthetraywhileTefo

wasstilllyingonthecouchpressinghisphone.

Amanda:Youhaven'tsaidanythingaboutwhatitold

you...Aboutmenotbeingabletoconceive

Tefo:Ihaven'tsaidanythingbecauseyouhaven't

saidanythingforover5yearswhileiwasbusy

havingsexrightleftandcenter.Youknewallthis

timethatyoucan'thavechildren,whichexplainswhy

youwon'tletmecomewithyoutoyourdoctors

appointments...Theappointmentsisuggest

Amanda:Iwasafraidtotellyoubecauseiknowhow

youbadlywantachild.Thereareotherwayswecan

havechildren,myovariesareingoodhealthsowe

canuseasurrogatetocarryourbaby.Theymixyour

sperm andmyegg...I'veheardabout2couplesin

Maunwhohavealreadydonethat.

Tefo:Ijustfeellikeyoushouldhavesharedthis
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informationwithmeyearsago,youevensuggestedI

marryyouknowingverywellachildisabigdealto

me.Ideservedtomakethatchoice

Amanda:Iknow,I'm sorry

Tefo:Butsinceyou'vejusttolditsOK,iappreciate

yourefforts.

Herubbedhisfacethoughtfullyandsighed....

Tefo:Butifwearetobehonest,idon'tthinkI'm

matureenoughtodateawomanwhocan'thave

childrennaturally...Icanhandlealotofthingsbuti

don'tthinkicanhandlethis.Thelastthingiwantis

tohavechildrenwithanotherwomanwhileI'm still

withyou.Iknowthatwoulddestroyyoubutit'sa

possibilityifyoupretendyoucanhandlethis.

Amanda:Whatareyousaying?

Tefo:I'm sayingI'm notmatureenoughtohandle

yourconditionsoiwanttostepbackandgive

someonematuretimetohandlethisandmakeyou
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happy.

Amandasighedandleanedback...

Amanda:I'm sorry

Tefo:Don'tapologiseforyourunfortunatecondition.

Ishouldbeapologisingfornotbeingabletohandle

this.

Amanda:Kooreafterbuildingyou,helpingyourun

yourbusinesssinacleanwaywithoutgettingin

troublethisisthethanksiget?

Tefo:Pleasedon'tstartthatibuiltyounonsense

withme.Youcan'tkeepblackmailingpeoplenotto

leaveyou.Sometimesitjustdoesn'tworkout...I

don'twanttogiveyoufalsehopeorlietoyousaying

I'llhandleyourinfertility

Amanda:I'm notinfertile

Tefo:Whateveryourconditionis.Ididn'twantto

argue,let'sjustpartwayspeacefullywithoutanyone

claimingtohavebeenused.
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Hegotupandputonhisshoesthenhewalkedout...

Tefo:Bye

Amanda:Justlikethat?

Tefo:Yeah...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalkedout.

ShesighedandtookoutherphonethenAmane's

postaboutanewfamilyhouse,sheclickedonallher

picturesandwentthrougheachofthem.Shestill

didn'tunderstandwhatshewasdoinghaving

childrenliketheywerefinishing...sherolledhereyes

countingtheirchildrenagain.Shecouldn'twaitto

witnesstheirkarmaforhurtingherandmovingon

likenothinghappened.Nowthatshewasthinking

aboutitsheshouldn'thaveturnedbacktheresults,

somuchprideinthissocalledsister.Batsile

deservedtoloseeverythingshehelpedhim achieve,

ifitwasn'tforherhewouldbenothingandstillbroke.
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SobrokeevenAmanewouldn'tgivehim achance.If

therewasanythingGodhadtodoistotakeaway

everythingtheyhavesowecanseeifthatboring

lovewouldsurvive.Sheaccidentallylikedoneofthe

picturesandunlikeditthensheclosedAmane's

post....

AtAmane'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmanegotnotifiedaboutAmandaliking

herpicturethensheclickedonitbuttherewasno

likeanymore.Wasjuststalkingherandaccidentally

likedherpicture.Shesighedanddialedhergranny.

Her:Hello?

Amane:Pleaseadvice,ifyouhadasisterwhom you

canseegagoratesente,shewouldneverlikeyour

postifshedoesbymistakeshetakesherlikeaway.

Howdoidealwithher?AmandaandIusedtoclose

Granny:Thatgirlwasnotinyourlifesostop
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expectingtoomuch.Ifshedoesn'tlikeyoushewill

betheonecarryinghate

Amane:Ifyousayso.I'llcallyoulater

Granny:bye

Shehungupandsighed.

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandadownloadedadatingappand

filledinformationthensheaddedheridealmanand

limitedhertargetstoLocalplacesonly.

Theappscannednearbymenandshowedher5

suggestionstogetherwithpromptsofmindinghow

muchpersonalinformationshedisclosesonline.

Shesmiledandclickedoneachmanthenshe

smiledgoingthroughtheirprofilesandinboxedone...
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Amanda:HiSam

Suggestedman:Hi

Amanda:MynameisAmanda

Suggestedman: Icanseethat,it'swrittenon

yourprofile.What'supAmanda?

Amanda: I'm good.Isthatyourrealpicture?

Suggestedman:Yes,whataboutyou?

Amanda:Myrealpicturetoo.

Suggestedman:You'rebeautiful,theappsaysyou're

2milesaway,doesthatmeanyou'reinMaun?

Amanda:Yes

Suggestedman:Canwemeet?

Amanda:Today?

Suggestedman:Yes,I'm inahotel.Iwashaving

dinnerwithmybusinesspartnersbutwearedone.

TheyjustleftsoI'm aloneonthetable.Doyoumind

comingovertoNathanHotel?

Amanda:Ok,letmegetready.
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Sheputdownherphoneandgotreadythenshe

lockedthedoorandleft.

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthefillingstation...

Batsiledroveintothepumpstationandrolleddown

thewindowwatchingAmandapayforthefuel,he

noticedhertyrehadaflattyrethenhesteppedout...

Batsile:Fulltankmorena.

Fuelattendant:Ok..

HewalkedovertoAmanda'swindowandknocked...

Batsile:Driveovertheresoicanbalancethistyre

Amanda:Ehedilemowa?
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Shestuckherheadoutlookingathertyrethenshe

drovearoundandstoppedattheairpump.He

pickeditupandpuffedhertyrebeforefillingitup

whileshesatinthecar...

Hefinishedandhungthecordonthehookthenhe

dustedhishandslookingather,shehadn'tcombed

herhairthewaysheusedtoandhermakeuphad

stoppedatthecornersofhereyes...

Batsile:Goinghome?

Amanda:Goingtomeetsomeone...Apotentialbae...

Tefodumbedmebecauseican'thavechildren.

Batsile:Youcan'thavechildren?Sincewhen?

Amanda:Whatdoyoumeansincewhen?

Batsile:Youtoldmethedoctorsaidyou'reOKandi

shouldbetheonegettingtested.Ievenwentfor

sperm testkana.

Amanda:Ohthat...
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Batsile:(smiled)Wereyoulying?

Amanda:(smiled)No

Batsile:Youwerelyingthat'swhyyouforgotyou

oncetoldmethedoctorsaidyou'reperfect.Didyou

haveanythingtodowiththeDNAtestdrama?Cause

thatwasawkward,ithoughtitwasDifebutthenthe

wayhejustmovedongapennaleenegaisereilane

afterthat.Ithoughthewillcalllebandlaladibrother

tsagagwebuthedidn'tsoitsyou.

Amanda:Wankgolegarra

Batsile:Didyougrowaconscienceandtellthem to

contactusforrestest?

Amanda:Youhaveanoveractiveimagination,move

I'm goingtomeetmypotential.

Batsile:WhendidTefodumpyou?Idon'tthinkit'sa

goodideatomeetsomeoneunlessyouwerealready

cheatingoitsemothowateng.

Amanda:Hedumpedmehoursback,butI'm fine,i

didn'tevencryforhim.I'llmeetsomeonebetter...

Thisnewguyisabusinessmanandheiswhite.I'm
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donewithblackmen

Batsile:Wheredidyoumeethim?

Amanda:OnTinder.

Batsile:watsenwanewena?Letmesee

Hesnatchedherphoneandclickedontheappthen

helookedattheaccount.

Batsile:Otaautsuwakebathowena,andyou'renot

eveninthestatetobemeetingmen.Onalestress

Amanda:I'm notstressed,idon'tcryformen.Imove

ontobiggerandbetter.

Batsile:Goparkoverthere,I'm goingtomovemycar

Amanda:Givememyphonetherra!

Hewentbacktohiscarandpaidforth3fuelthenhe

gotintotheparkinglotnexttohercar..
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Batsile:Didyouknowthatsometimes

acknowledgingsomethingisthefirststep?

Amanda:ThereisnoorderinlifeBatsile,you

cheatedonmeandyou'rehappy,youhavebeautiful

childrenandyou'remarried,nowyouliveina

mansionbutwhataboutme?Whatcrimedidi

commit?Ididn'tevencheatonyoubutlook.

Batsile:You'relookingatthewrongthings,yourlaw

firm ismakingmoney...You'rerichbutbecausethat

doesn'tsatisfyyouwon'tbehappy.You'rehealthy,

somepeoplearesick,youhavealottobegrateful

for.Iwantyoutouninstallthisappandwaitamonth

ortwotodealwithTefo'sbreakup.

Amanda:Tefowaineelela,howdoyouleave

someoneforasomethingtheycan'tchangeabout

themselves...

Batsile:YouleftDifeforatinydick,hedidn'tchoose

thatsize...

Amandapunchedhim thenhesteppedback

laughing...
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Batsile:I'm tustsaying!Itwasyourwordsnotmine.

Amanda:It'snicetoseeyoucompareseriousthings

withthingslikethat.

Batsile:I'm sorrybutonaseriousnotenowlet'sgo.

I'm followingyouhome...You'renotgoingtomeeta

stranger.Humantraffickingisreal...Hetaoboele

lapeng.Startthecar..

Shesighedanddroveoutthenhefollowedher...

AtAmanda'sHouse

MinuteslaterBatsilesteppedoutofhiscarand

walkedtohercarwhereshewassitting.

Batsile:Let'sgo,getinside...

Shesteppedoutandwalkedinthehouseashe
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followedher...

Batsile:Sowhat'stheproblem withyourbody?

Amanda:Mywombisnotshapedtoholdababy

withoutputtingmeatriskorputtingthebabyatrisk.

Batsile:ButyoureggsareOK?

Amanda:Yeah,

Batsile:WhichmeansyoucanuseIVF

Amanda:ExactlywhatiwastellingthatfoolTefobut

hiscriminalmindcouldn'tcomprehendthis.

Batsile:(laughed)IfyoureggsareOKyou'llbea

motherandyou'llmotheryourownchildren.

Amanda:Butcanitellyousomething?

Batsile:Yeah..

Amanda:Ificanhavemyownchildisweariwon't

chaseaftermen.I'm thatgirlwhoisnever

approached,ittookalongtimetodatebecause

boysneverapproachedme.
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Batsile:Butitsnotthatyou'reugly,it'sprobably

becauseyouhaveastrongcharacter,mostofus

don'tliketobeintimidated...Welikewomenwholet

usfeellikemen.

Amanda:SoI'm themanoftherelationship?

Batsile:Notatall,you'rejusttoostrong...onlyafew

mencanhandlethatcharacter,seehowyouget

whenyou'reangry?Mostofuswouldkillyoufor

puttingyourhandsonusorbreakingourthingsbut

someguysmayhandlethatwell.You'reloving...

You'realsofaithful,you'reperfect.Don'tchange

yourself

Amanda:I'm slowlygettingtiredofchasingmen,i

wishihadababytokeepmecompany.I'm atthat

agewhereachildisanecessity.Iam even

becomingjealousofpeoplewithchildren..

Batsile:butwhyosadirengwanabecauseitsnotlike

you'llbecarryingit.EneTefommekanankabele

dirilekasurrogate.

Amanda:Willyoudonatemeasperm kebate

surrogate?Ijustwantthesperm nothingelse,no
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fatheringorresponsibilities.

Batsile:Givingyouasamplethoughright?Not

sleepingwithyoursurrogate.Idon'twanttocheat.

Amanda:Justgivingmeyoursample.Comeonyou

owemeforcheatingandlying.Itstheleastyoucan

do.

Batsile:(sighed)Ok,icanhelpyouwiththat.

Amanda:TomorrowI'm goingtoseeadoctorso

theycanstarttheprocess.Theywillcallyousoyou

cansubmityoursample.

Batsile:Ok,noproblem.

Amanda:Thankyou,atleastnowihavesomething

tofocuson.I'm goingtolookforasurrogatethen

I'm workingonthebaby'sthings.Ihopeitwillbra

girlsoicantwin.Bathoifigetababyillbedonewith

men...Letankutwalela.Tabekelebusyleminime.

Batsile:(laughed)Ihavetogobeforethekidsfall

asleep,it'smyturntoreadforthem.Don'tmeet

strangersindatingapps.Humantraffickingisreal...

Gasedilotsadimovie
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Amanda:I'm amothernowsoI'm donewiththose.

Kerolemodel

Batsile:(laughed)Goodnight

Amanda:Goodnight..

Hewalkedoutthenshesmiledandlaidonherback

atthethoughtofhavingherownbaby.Single

parentingwouldn'tbethatbad,she'dworkextrahard

toprovideherbaby...

Atthehospital...

ThenextmorningBameparkedthecarandsighed..

Bame:Theydon'tallowchildrenunder11inthe

wardssoyoumustwaitinthecar.OnceI'm insideI'll

callyouonmyphonewithhersthenyoucanvideo

chat.

Tshidi:Ok.



Iam

Bameopenedthewindowsandwalkedinthe

building.Hegotintheliftandwaiteduntilitdinged

thenhewalkedtowardsLorato'sward.

Hewalkedinandstoppedlookingattheempty,he

lookedatthepatientwiththebednexttohers..

Bame:Hi,whereistheladywhowasadmittedlast

night?Shewasusingthisbed..

Thepatientslookedatoneanotherandlookedat

him...
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Atthehospital....

Bame:Bagologalenkarabe?

Patient:Shewastakentotheprivateroom.Youcan

askthenurse

Bame:Thankyou..

Hewalkedoutandtothenursestation..

Bame:Hi,mynameisBame,I'm lookingforLorato.

Shehasbeenmovedfrom herbed.

Nurse:Sheisinroom 5.

Bame:Thankyou.
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Bamewalkedtowardstheprivateroomsandpushed

thedooropen,hisheartskippedashelockedeyes

withherhusbandstandingbyherbedwithhishands

inthepockets...

Bame:Dumelang,(lookedatthedoor)Ithinki

walkedinthrwrongroom.

Him:(laughed)It'sOK...

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedbacktothecar

whereTshidiwaswaitinginthecar.

Bame:Yourstepfatherisinside.

Tshidi:Idon'ttrusthim withmamaalone

Bame:(laughed)Hewouldn'tdoanythingtoherdon't

worry,let'sjustwaitforhim toleave.

Tshidi:Ok...

Bame:Let'splayagame,iplayandgiveyouforthe

nextroundjustlikethat
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Tshidi:Ok..

Theysatinthebackseatandplayedthegame...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

Amandaandthesurrogatewalkedinthehouseas

shelookedaroundandsatdownuncomfortably.

Amanda:HaveaseatTumi

Tumi:Thankyou.Whendoistart?

Amanda:Thedoctorhastotestyouforeverything,

I'm moreinterestedinyourHIVstatusandother

STDs.

Tumi:Iam negativebutiguessit'sfairtobetested.

Amanda:Youhave2childrenright?

Tumi:Eemma.Ireallyhopeyou'llreallypayme

becausethey'rethereasonI'm doingthis.
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Amanda:Ihavenoproblem payingyouaslongas

youfollowalltherules.Iam goingtodraftalegal

agreementthatwillbeourguide.Totaidon'twantto

riskyoumeetinganyoneandhavingsexthen

infectingthebabyoryoueatingunhealthyand

makingithardforthebabytogrow.Iwantahealthy

baby.

Tumi:Iunderstand.

Amanda:Assoonasthebabyhasbeenplanted

you'llbemovingin,I'llhireamaidtocookandclean.

Tumi:(smiled)Thisisgoingtobethebesttimeof

mylife,

Amanda:(laughed)Ireallyhopeyouunderstand

whatyou'regettingyourselfinto.

Tumi:Iunderstand,iam carryingyourchildfor9

months...Deliverykeyonethemostpainfulthingbut

yourpayisgood.Ican'twait.

Amanda:Ok,ijustwantedtohaveasitdownwith

youandshowyouwhereilive.Tomorrowcomewith

yourID,assoonasthedoctorhasdeclaredyou

readytogowesignthecontract.
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Tumi:Eemma..

Theystoodupandwalkedout...

Tumi:Whereisthefatherofyourbaby?

Amanda:Heiswithhisotherfamily

Tumi:Ok?Otherfamily?

Amanda:It'scomplicated,don'ttrytounderstand.

Tumi:Ok.

Amanda:I'vemadeanappointmentwiththedoctor

fortomorrowat8am.

Tumi:I'llbethere

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff....
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Atthesuburb...

Laterthateveningthehousehelperpackedthings

from themovingboxwhilethechildrenmadenoise

intheplayroom...

BatsilewalkeddownstairsdialingAmane...

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Heybabe,areyoustillinameeting?

Amane:Yeah,butwewillfinishinafewminutes.

Youcancomepickmeup.

Batsile:Ok,I'm coming.

HehungupanddroveoffasAmandacalled...

Batsile:Hello?

Amanda:Hi,wehaveanappointmenttomorrowat8
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Batsile:Holdon,we?Ithoughtijustgivethedoctor

semeninacontainer.AmandaI'm amarriedman,i

can'thaveappointmentswithyou.

Amanda:Thedoctorhastotestyouandall.

Batsile:No,hecanstilltestthesemenakere?We

don'thavetobetherebecausetheycantestthe

semensample.Ifitscleanyoucanuseit.

Amanda:(smiled)Doesthismeanyouhaven'ttalked

toAmane?

Batsile:Idon'twanttostressheroutwithnothing,I'd

tellherifyouexpectedmetobeafathertothechild

orobatasupportandfathering.Butyoujustwanta

donorright?Someonetofertiliseyouregg?

Amanda:Yes,idon'twantyougettinginvolved

anyhow.Totaiwanttohavemyownbaby.

Batsile:Mynamewon'tbeinthebirthcertificatetoo

right?

Amanda:No,totaidon'tevenwantanyoneknowing

you'rethefather.

Batsile:Alright,perfectlyunderstoodthen.Sendme
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thedoctor'snamesthenI'llgothereinthemorning

anddelivermysample.

Amanda:Iappreciateyourhelp.Thankyousomuch.

Batsile:sure,ohand...Mindthecalls,idon'twant

maritalproblems.Wearepeacefulandiwantthings

toremainthatway.

Amanda:(smiled)Understood.Bye

Batsile:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoffdialingthelandscaping

company....

Batsile:Hellohi...Doyoumindgivingmea

breakdownofyourservices?Wejustmovedintothe

houseandI'm wonderinghowyoutakecareofthe

landscape....Oh,soyouassignusagardenerorwe

findourselvesone?Ohok,iunderstand.Sendme

thenumberofourassignedgardenerthen...Alright,

bye
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Hehunganddroveoff....

Atthehospital....

ThenextmorningAmandastaredatthedoctorashe

explained...

Doctor:It'snotadifficultprocedure,throughoutthe

nexttwotothreeweeksyou'llbegivenmedications

totake...Thisistoencouragemoreeggstomature.

Onceyourbodyisreadywewillharvestyoureggs...I

needtonotesomethingaboutIVF...withIVFyou'reat

highriskofhavingmultiplebirths.Ifwesomehow

putmorethanoneeggintoyoursurrogateyoumight

gettwins,tripletsorevenquadrants...It'sasensitive

procedurethatneedscarefulattentionsowedon't

endupdroppingmorethanonebaby.

Amanda:Waitsoicanchoose?Can'tyougiveme

twobabies?

Doctor:Thatcanbedonethoughit'snotencouraged
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becauseifwemaketwinsthenitmeanshighriskfor

tripletsgoesup.

Amanda:Yeah,I'lltakethatrisk.Ihopeitwillbea

boyandagirl.Ididn'tknowicanmaketwins.

Doctor:Wecanmaketwins,it'samatteroffertilising

twoeggs,theproblem comesifthoseeggssplitand

makeidenticaltwinsthenyouendupwithquads

whoareinactualfactjusttwopairsoftwinswho

werefertilisedbysurgeonthannaturally.

Amanda:Iunderstand.

Doctor:Yoursurrogateneedstoknowthatyouhave

increasedthebabiessoshecanadjusttheprice,i

don'tknowI'm justsayingsincetheriskhasdoubled.

Amanda:Iwillletherknow,sheiswaitingformein

thereception.

Doctor:Ok,herresultsarecleanaswell.Sheisin

perfectshape.

Amanda:HasBatsilesubmittedhissample?

Doctor:Notyetbutitoldthem ineedthem within30

minutesoftheirrelease.Wewillbekeepingthem
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frozenuntilweretrieveyours,I'm goingtogiveyou

yourfirstinjection,therestyoutakeathomeonce

perday.

Amanda:Ok...

Thedoctorinjectedherandhandedhera

prescriptionthenshewalkedoutdialingBatsile.

Batsile:Hello?

Amanda:Hi,didyouforget?

Batsile:(childreninthebackground)No,I'lldoitlater,

youneedtomindyourcalls.Wenaotsilego

mpolaisamothowena,gaocarefulatall.Gonejaana

I'm busywiththegardenerwearetopdressingthe

lawnmmekanaAmanewasjuststandinghere.

Amanda:Sorry,I'm justexcitedabouthavingababy,

can'tyousubmityoursamplesoicanstoptalkingto

youcompletely?

Batsile:That'sagoodidea.I'lldothattodaymathata

kanaican'tjerkoffwiththechildrenaroundand
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walktothecarketshweredisperm,Amanewago

botsagoreketshwerengandwonderwhat'sgoing

on.I'lldoitlaterwhenigototheofficethenipass

bythehospitalanddropitoff.Bye

Amanda:Bye

Shehungupandsmiledwalkingtothereception

wheresheandTumileftthehospital.

AboutanhourlaterBatsilehurriedinthedoctor's

officeandwalkedin,hesatdownandplacedthe

samplecontaineronthetable..

Doctor:Howlongagodidyousqueezetheseboys

andgirls?

Batsile:(laughed)20minutesago

Doctor:Good,ijustsaid30minutestobesafebut

anhourisactuallyOK.They'regoingstraightfor

testingthenfreezinguntilthewoman'seggsare

ready.
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Batsile:Alright.Am idone?

Doctor:Youneedtofillthesepapers

Batsile:No,I'm notfeelinganything.It'sherbaby

alone,I'm justhelpingdonatingthesperm.

Doctor:Ohok,

Batsile:Ihavetogo,haveagoodday

Doctor:Youtoo

Thedoctorquicklytookthesampletothelaboratory

forprocessing...

THREEWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atanevent...

Amanewalkedovertoherworkersastheystood

behindthecateringtablesholdingspoonsreadyto

servetheirclients.Amanewalkedtothemanager

andhandedherserviettes...

Amane:Lesiame?

Manager:Eemma,wearegood..

Amane:Ineedtopee,wherearethetoilets?

Manager:Overthere,areyouok?Youbeenurinating

alot...(smiled)DidMrMotsumiaddanotherwordto

thesentence?

Amane:(laughed)Don'tbesilly,itiedmytubeson

ourlastborn.NekebonagoregakekayakaMr

MotsumiI'llturnintoababymachine..
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Theylaughedassheturnedandwalkedtowardsthe

toilet,shehadbeenalittleexhaustedthroughoutthe

week,somuchsoshehadn'tbeenabletoattend

events.

Shegotinthetoiletandbegunpeeing,thesoundof

herpeecaughtherattentionthenshestopped

pressingherphoneandlookeddown,thepeehad

foam andshewasn'tsureifthiswasabitofblood...

Shepausedpeeingandgotatissuethenshewiped

herselfandnoticedbloodonherurine...Orwasthis

herperiod?Maybeitwasherperiodarriving.She

continuedpeeingthatbloodyurineandwalkedout

pressingherphone.

Shewalkedacrossthegreengrassheadingtothe

parkinglot,Amanda'syoungersistershoutedher

namefrom thecrowdandranoverholdingherdress

high..
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Her:Amane?!

Amane:Hi,howareyou?

Her:I'm fine...Um...(turnedbackasherfriend

walkedover)Comemeetmysister...(toher)Thisis

Amane,sheismyoldestsister.Shewasbornfirst...

Butfrom adifferentfather.

Friend:Ohirememberyousayingyouhaveasister

otherthanAmanda.(shookAmane'shand)Niceto

meetyou

Amane:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Friend:I'm goingtotakepictureswiththebrideand

groom

Sister:Ok,I'llcatchupwithyou

Amaneandhersisterwalkedtowardstheparking

lot...

Amane:You'reLindaright?

Linda:Yes,haveyoutalkedtomama?
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Amane:Idon'ttalktoyourmother,formyownpeace

ofmindI'vedecidednottotalktobothofyour

parents.I'vealwayswantedtobepartoftheirfamily

butiwasconstantlyrejectedthat'swhyidecidedto

havelotsofchildren.Iwastryingtobuildmyown

familysoicanhaveyoungmenandwomenwhowill

lovemeunconditionally.Ilearntthroughmyhusband

thatevenifyoudon'thaveamotherifyouhave

siblingsorchildrenyouhavefamily.

Linda:Butronathesiblingswedon'thaveaproblem

withyou,totannaillspeakformyself...Iwastoo

youngtounderstandbutnowthatI'm growingupi

feeltheneedtoreachouttoyougapeikindoffeel

badforthewayyougrewup.Amandahasbeen

tryingtomakeusseethatbutididn'tjaanongI'm a

youngadultwheniseesisterstogetherketswapelo.

IknowthatyouandAmandasometimesfightand

makeup,iwantthatkindofsisterhood...butnot

whereweshareexs,idon'twanttotakepartinthat

weirdbehaviournnabannabalonakebonkgonne.

Amane:(laughed)Iunderstandwhatyoumean,nna

bonnakagakenamathatalelona.I'vealways
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wantedtobepartofyourlivesbutiwasn'tallowed

henceisteppedbackgapelelonayoudidn'tseem

interestedbutiunderstandyouwerechildren.I'm

gladasadultswearefindingourwaybacktoone

another.Idon'tknowwhatisgoingtohappen

betweenAmandaandIwithmyhusbandsituation

butI'dstilljumpattheideaofmendingour

relationship.

Linda:IthinkAmandamissesyousometimes,

malobashewastellingmeabouthersurrogate

motherandshewantedtoknowsomethingsabout

pregnancysoiaskedherwhysheisn'taskingyou

shesaidsheisnotcomfortablebecausesheisnot

surewhatyouthinkabouther.

Amane:AommekanaI'm fine,imissher.I'llcallher

andcheckonher,ididn'tevenknowshetriedthe

surrogatethingbecauselastiheardshewasok.I

thoughtsheandTefoarewaitingformarriageor

something.

Linda:Hedumpedherbecauseshecouldn'tfall

pregnantsoshesaysshefoundadonaranda

surrogatesoshecanhaveababy.
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Amane:Ohwow,orayaretogaredirelamogirlbaby

shower.Sheshouldgetpillstoprepareherbodyfor

breastfeedingsoshecanbreastfeedherbaby.

Linda:Youcandothat?

Amane:Yes,I'lltalktoherandsuggestitifshe

doesn'tmind.Ithinkshewillfeelclosertothebabyif

shebreastfeeds.

Linda:OhGodsheisgoingtolovethatidea.Letme

gobackmmakebridesmaid,thehostismyformer

uniclassmate

Amane:Ok,bye

Amanegotinthecaranddroveoffasherhead

begunachingslowly.

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandafinisheddressingupandsaton

theedgeofthebedwatchingavideooftheeggs
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beingextractedfrom thewomanforIVF.This

seemedverypainful,howcansuchalongtubebe

insertedintovagina.Herheartpoundedasshe

watchedthevideoforthehundredthtime.Whydid

Godhavetomakelifesodifficultforher...She

wantedtoknowhowitfeelstobepregnantoreven

feelthekickofthebaby...Fine,marriagewasnotfor

everyoneandmenneverlikedher.Notoneman

approachedherandshealwayshadtodothe

chasingbutshewasdonechasingmen...aknockon

thedoorinterruptedherthoughtsthenshestoodup

andwenttothedoor,herheartskippedwhenshe

laideyesonAmane...hadBatsiletoldheraboutthe

donation?

Amane:(smiled)Hi..Canicomein?

Amanda:(smiled)Sure...

Amanewalkedinandsighedlookingather,she

alwaysknewAmandawasstrongbutitseemedthis

breakuphadtakenitstollonher...Thefrontlaceof
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herwighadn'tblendedwellandshedidn'tdoher

makeuptothefullest,sheevenhadflatshoesonbut

Amandalovedhighheels...

Amane:IwasjustwithLinda,iwascateringforher

friend'swedding.

Amanda:Oh,OK...Howareyou?Howarethe

children?

Amane:They'regood...(lookedather)Buthoware

youdoing?Icametofindouthowyou'redoing,i

heardaboutTefo.I'm sorry...

Tearsburnedhereyesbutshewasn'tabouttocry

foraman,notanymore...

Amanda:Kennakemmatileng,italwaysendslike

thatgaolemosadiobatabannabutthennnabanna

gabanteke...

Amane:Givethem achancetoapproachyou...Gape

sometimesmovingtothenextrelationshipdoesn't



Iam

proveyou'vemovedon.

Amanda:Yeah...

Shesmiledandlookedatherbigsisterfora

momentsheforgotaboutthepastandthe

excitementofbeingamotherrushedthroughher

bloodasshesmiledemotionally.

Amanda:Ifoundasurrogate,iam goingtobea

mother.I'm actuallyonmywaytotheclinicthey're

goingtogetmyeggs.I'm reallyexcitedbutI'm

scared...

Amanelookedatherandsmiledback,shehadn't

seenhergenuinesmileinawhileanditwas

contagious.Shesteppedoverandhuggedheras

shetearfullyrubbedhereyes..

Amanda:Excusemytears,thedoctorsaysthe

injectionwillswingbackandforthwithmymood.
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Amane:(smiled)Kepregnancymogirl,theeggis

nowreadytofertilised(theycrackedlaughing)Did

youchooseyoursperm donarorthehospitaljust

gives,howdoesitgo?

Amanda'sheartskipped,lyingalwayscamenaturally,

itcomeswiththecareerbutforsomereasonwith

familyithadgottensohardovertheyearsbutthen

Amanewouldprobablybehurtifsheweretofind

outfrom her..

Amanda:Thehospitalhadsamples,ijustchose

spermsfrom ablackman.

Amane:Ok,butwhyareyouscared?Youmadethe

rightdecision...Havingchildrenisablessing.I'm

tellingyouonceyouhaveoneyou'llwantmoreso

theycanhavesiblings.

Amanda:I'm makingtwo,ihopeitwillbe2girlsora

girlandaboy...Helpmewithnames.

Amane:(laughed)I'llhelpyoufindnames,ithink
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onceyoubeentothescanoitsegender.

Amanda:Ohtrue

Amane:Areyougoingtobreastfeed?

Amanda:It'spossibletobreastfeed?

Amane:Yes,yougetpillsthatprepareyourbody,

oncethebabyisbornyou'rereadytofeed.

Amandajumpedandhuggedher...

Amanda:Wafosa!

Amane:(laughed)I'm serious!

Amanda:Themmakanankaletapagorekeamusa

letsatsilothe!I'lltalktomydoctoraboutit.I'm going

therenow,ketshogilegoremmanyana.

Amane:Icancomewithyouforsupport,youshould

haveatleastaskedoneofyoursisterstocomewith

you.

Amanda:Linda'sfriendisgettingmarriedsoshehad
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tobethereandmyothersisterkemathatahela.We

arenotthatclosecauseojudgemental.Idon'twant

someonewhowilljudgemydecisionswithout

understandinghowdifficultitisnotbeabletogive

birth.

Amane:Ok,iunderstand.Nnatotaidon'tunderstand

whypeoplewhocan'thavekidsdon'tusesurrogate,

ifthereisnomoneyiunderstandbutwhenyou're

workingorapnpifeelyoucangetaloanandpay

someonetodothisforyou.Peopleneedmoneyout

thereandGodgavethem theabilitytocarrykids,

theycandoitforcompensation.

Amanda:Mathataretshabajudgementmmaplusits

ascaryprocess,ebataonyetswewithahusband's

supportbutthenithinkifihadamanI'dfeargore

mysurrogatewouldtrysleepingwithhim.NowI'm

atpeacecausekesinglemom andmychildrenwill

understandthattheyarefatherless.

Amane:Whatwillyoutellyourchildrenwhenthey're

grown?

Amanda:Iwilltellthem igotsamplesfrom the
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hospital,idon'twantanyonetroublingmewiththe

children.

Amane:Mmemmaparentingisdifficult,onceyour

childrenstartaskingquestionstheywillstressyou.

Pleasemakesureyou'rereadytoanswerthose

questionssothatyoucananswerthem properlyosa

nnecaughtoffguard.

Amanda:That'strue.Let'sgo,idon'twanttobelate...

Amane:Caniusethetoilet?Ineedtopee.

Amanda:Ok,

Amane:Canialsodoyourlacebeforewego?Gaya

kotamasente...Gakegotwaelekadiflatmma.

Stresssagoreng

Amanda:Doyouthinkeveryonenotices?

Amane:ImagineseeingCardiBwithoutmakeupand

beautifuldresses,wouldn'tyounoticeit?

Amanda:(laughed)Ijooletmefixit,gapeyoujust

motivatedmegonemme.
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Amane:Lomelababygirl,saleonthutadiheeland

niceclothes.Youcan'tteachmetoslaythengo

backtotheflat.

Amanda:(laughed)OKok.

Amaneranintothetoiletandpeed,shelookedather

peeagainandnoticedthebubbles...Andthatblood

too,shewipedherselftocheckiftheperiodhad

increasedbutthenitdidn'tseem tocomefrom down

thereinfactitwasn'tevenherperiodtime.She

pulledupherpantiesandwashedherhands...

MeanwhileAmandachangedintoanicebody

huggingdressandputonhighheels,Amanewalked

outandbegunfixingherlacewithasprayandtieda

scarfaroundherbeforebendingoverandfixingher

makeup...

Amandalookedatheronthemirrorandfora

momentforgottheirfights,shedidn'teven
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understandwhybutthiswasherclosestsister

despitethem justmeetingatalaterstageinlife.She

missedtheirchatsandtheirgoingout...Aboveall

shenowwantedtheirsisterhoodsoshecanlearn

howtomotherherchildrenbetter.

Amanda:Iwantmychildrentobeclosetogetherlike

yoursare,idon'twantstylesagamamasago

kgaoganyabanaobasupegetsagoreyokechefshe

isbelowwenayou'realawyer,yolekeaccountanto

botokamogoyole.

Amanda:Parentingiseasy,anythingyouwent

throughasachildyoujustcorrectwithyourchild.Of

courseyou'llmakemistakesasyougoalongbutif

youknowhowtoapologisetoyourchildrenevenif

they'reyoungthenyou'reOK.Nnagaketshabegore

sorry,youknowI'veapologisedtoyouathousand

timeswhenididyouwrong...Itfeelsgoodto

apologisewaimologaanditteachesyourchildthe

same.

Amanda:That'strue,guiltisaveryheavyburden.
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Gapewhensomeoneapologisesitgivesyouthat

comfort...IttookmetimetoforgiveyoukaBatsile

butI'vecometotermswithitthoughsometimesi

rememberitabeketenegabutiendupforgiving

againbecausegapelewenayouforgavemeforthe

thingsidid.Didieveraskforforgivenessforgoing

afterBatsilethoughyouwereagainstitfrom the

verybeginning?

Amane:Youdidn'tseeitasawrongbutthat's

becauseyouhadgivenmeanalternativetodump

Dife.Gapethiskedipast,I'm overthem,aslongas

wedon'tmoveforwardwewon'tgetoverthem.

KanaBatsileandDifebabuisanawaitse?

Amanda:(laughed)Bannathemmakedilohela.

Akeregatwenkilebalwaemathomahibidu,the

sameguysgaveeachothercontractsand

completedaprojecttogetherrightaftertheirfight.

Amane:They'restillworkingtogether,Difeis

supposedtoextendsomerooms.Bannathemma

theycanputasidetheirdifferencesanddobusiness

separately.Ronaretshwarakapelo.
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Amanda:(laughed)Akerehagongweithelakego

misatheniendupnotcallingkereAmaneakaipoka.

Amane:(laughed)Aommathepleasedon'tdothat...

Let'sputthisbehindus.

Amanda:Nnyaait'sdone,ibilenowthatihave

childrenihavesomethingtofocuson..

Amaneremovedthescarfandsteppedbackas

Amandastooduplookingatherselflookingfly.

Amanda:Ididn'tnoticewearewearingthesame

dress

Amane:Ng...Wabona!ThisistheAmandaiknow,

advocateMandy!

Theylaughedandwalkedout....

Amanda:Let'suseyours,idoubtI'llbeabletodrive

after.Ihopeidon'tdiethere.
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Amane:Youwon'tdie..

Theygotinhercaranddroveoff...

Atthehospital....

Lateronthesurrogatesatinthetoiletandclosed

hereyesforashortprayerasherheartpounded...

Tumi:DearGodpleasetakeover,I'venevercarried

twinsbeforebutineedthismoney.Ineedtogetout

ofpovertyandgivemychildrenaproperhome.Ijust

wanttobeabletobuyaplotandbuildahousesoi

canstopstayinginanextendedfamily.Pleasekeep

thiswoman'schildrensafeinmywombuntilshecan

holdthem inherhands.Givemethestrengthto

carryonthrough,aboveallI'm prayingsheisanice

womanwhowon'tbullymewhileI'm stayinginher

house.PleaseGodmakeheranicewoman,she

seemsnicepleasekeepitthatway.I'm prayingfor
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moodswings.I'm notamoodypersonwhenI'm

pregnant,don'tchangethingsnow.I'm neversick

toopleasehelpmemakethiswoman'sdreams

cometruesoshecanpaymewell.Keepmychildren

safebackhome,letnooneabusethem whileI'm

heredoingthisjob.InJesusnameiprayAmen.

Sherubbedthetearsinhereyesthenshetooka

deepbreathandwalkedbacktoherroom.Shesat

onthebedandsighedasanursewalkedincarrya

hospitalgown...

Nurse:HiTumi,takeoffyourclothesandputonthis

gown.Thedoctoriswillbecallingyouinsoon.

Tumi:Thankyou.Willitbepainful?

Nurse:No,you'llfeeljustapinchbutyouwon'tfeel

anything.Amandaistheonewhowillbesedated,

herswouldbeimpossibletodowithoutsedation.

Tumi:Ok,thankyou.
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Thenursesteppedoutthenshechangedher

clothes...

Intheoperatingtheater....

AmanefoldedAmanda'sclotheswhilesheputona

hospitalgownandsatontheedgeofthebed...

Amanda:Ihopeiwon'tdie

Doctor:You'llbesedated.Youwon'tknowwhat

happened.

Amane:Justrelax...

Amanda:AmanemypasswordisAmandaspelled

backwards.Kerayaincaseyouhavetocallbo

mamaoranythinghappens.Ididn'ttellbomamaso

iftheycallskabuasepeunlessI'm deador

something..

Amane:(laughed)Youwon'tdie,ija
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Amane'sphonerangthenshepicked...

Amane:Hey

Batsile:Hey,I'm home.Stillatwork?

Amane:I'm withAmandaatthehospital,I'lltalkto

youlater.

Batsile:(heartskipped)Hospital?

Amane:Yeah,sheisdoingeggretrieval.Talktoyou

later

Batsile:Babewait...Um...

Amane:Kemotheatre,bye

Shecutthecallandsteppedoverastheyhugged...

Amane:I'llbewaitingoutside.

Amanda:Thanksforsupportingme.

Amane:That'swhatsistersarefor.



Iam

Amanda:Thankyou...

Shelaiddownthenthedoctorsassistantbegun

injectingher,Amanestoodbylookingathersmiling.

Amane:HowaboutKaraboandYame...OrTumisang

andKefilwe

Amanda:(smiledslowlyastheinjectiontookover)I

lovethem all...Pleasewritethem down,iwantthem

all.Iwantnameslikeyourkids...Ilike-

Sheclosedhereyesslowlyastheanesthesiatook

overthenAmanesmiledandsighed...

Doctor:Sheisout.

Amane:I'llwaitoutside.

Doctor:Noproblem.
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Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor.Thedoctors

assistantslidhisgownonandtieditthenhepulled

hismaskonandbegunworking...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

MeanwhileBatsilepacedupanddownashisheart

poundedwhileheheldthephone....

Batsile:Amandapleasedon't....Don't....

Hesighedandtextedher...

{Batsile: ♂Amsdon'ttellAmaneI'm thedonar

please.Ihaven'ttoldheranythingandidon'tintend

to.}

Hesentthetextandpacedupanddownwaitingfor
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aresponsebuttherewasnonethenhesentanother

one.

{Batsile: Pleasetalktome,I'm freakingout.Iknew

ishouldn'thavedonethis,yooAmanewilldivorce

meifshefindsoutididthisbehindherback.Ska

buasepekannakakopa.}

Hesentanothermessageandsatonthecouchwith

hiseyesclosedthenheputdownthephoneand

shookhishead.

Atthehospital...

Amanewaitedbythecouchpressingherphone

whileAmanda'sphonereceivedmessagesinher

pocket.Sheprobablyhadtoputitonsilentor

vibrationsinceAmandawouldbedonein30

minutes,shetookitoutandnoticedBatsile's

messagenotification.
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Atthehospital...

Amanewaitedbythecouchpressingherphone

whileAmanda'sphonereceivedmessagesinher

pocket.Sheprobablyhadtoputitonsilentor

vibrationsinceAmandawouldbedonein30

minutes,shetookitoutandnoticedBatsile's

messagenotification.Shestaredathisnamefor

aboutaminutewonderingifsheshouldenterthe

passwordandreadhismessagebutthenshe

rememberedherauntie'sadvicebeforeshewas

takentotheMotsumi's-donotinvadeyour

husband'sprivacywithotherpeopleunlesshehas

givenyouareasonto.Ifyoufeelyourhusbandis

faithfulthendon'tdigforinformationbecauseyou

mightevenmisinterpretanythingyoufind.Sheput

awaythephoneanddialedBatsile...
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Batsile:Babe..

Amane:(sighedexhausted)Hi...IhaveAmanda's

phonewithme,nekebonaomosendelamessages.

Sheisstillinside,shewillprobablyreplyyouafteran

hourorso.

AtBatsile'sHouse....

Batsile'sheartpoundedevenmore,shewastoo

calm tohavebeentoldanythinganditdidn'tsound

likeshereadhismessageeither...Heswallowedand

almostchokedonhissalivaashecoughed....

Batsile:Yousoundalittlelow,everythingOK?

Amane:I'm justtired,idon'tknowwhybutI'm seeing

bloodinmyurinebutI'm notsurewhat'sgoingon.I

don'tknowifI'm gettingmyperiodor...It'snoteven

comingoutfrom downthere.

Batsile:Bloodintheurinecouldbeanythingfrom

urinaryinfectiontokidneydisease,canicomeover
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sowecanseethedoctor?

Amane:(sighedleaningontheside)Uhdon'ttrouble

yourself.I'lljustseethedoctorbymyself.I'm already

inthehospital.

Batsile:MamawagaObakeng?

Amane:(chuckled)Rra?

Batsile:You'renotseeingthedoctoralone,in

sicknessandinhealthremember?

Amane:(laughedexhausted)Iremember

Batsile:I'm onmyway.

Amane:Ok,bye.

Shehungupandsighedlyingherheaddown

thoughtfully...Herfatherdiedfrom akidneydisease,

coulditbepossible?Herworstfear...Mayyoursoul

restineternalpeacepapa.Tearsfilledhereyesas

shebitherlowerlip...WouldGodreallyletherget

suchadisease?NottheGodwholoveschildren,he

wouldn'tdothattoherchildren.
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MinuteslaterthedoubledoorsopenedthenBatsile

walkedin,sheliftedherheadfrom thecoucharm

andsmiledathim,nowevensmilingwasexhausting,

shesmiledbriefly.Hesatnexttoherandcuppedher

facekissingherbeforetuckingherhairbehindher

ear...

Batsile:Youlookpale...Comelet'sgo.Let'sgo...

Amane:Ineedtopeefirst

Batsile:Ok,thisway...

Theybothwalkedintheladiesbathroom wherehe

rolleddownthetoiletpaperandlinedalongthetoilet

seatforher,shepulledupherdressandsatdown

peeing..

Batsile:Showme.

Amane:Ok..
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Shewipedherselfandstoodupthenhelooked

insidethetoilet...

Batsile:Maybeit'syourperiod...Waitotsenakadi

10right?

Amane:Yeah

Batsile:(sighedandflushedthetoilet)EishOk..

Amane:Ifeelnauseous

Shebentoverandthrewupinsidewhilehestood

behindherholdingherwaist...

Batsile:Wanttosit?

Amane:No,I'm fine.Todayekarekelwalathata.I

feelweak

Batsile:Butthewayyoubeenurinatingfrequentlywe

shouldhavesuspectedsomething.
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Amane:Ijustgotalarmedtodayseeingthecolorof

myurineeledifferent.Idon'tknowwhyididn't

suspectkidneysbecausepapaneanalebothata

jwateng.

Batsile:Butlet'sbepositive,maybeitssomething

else.

ShecleanedherselfupandwalkedoutthenBatsile

heldherhandastheywalkedtothedoctor'soffice

wherehewithdrewherbloodandtookfurtherxray

examinations.

LateronwhilewaitingfortheresultsBatsileheldher

handandkisseditasthedoctorsatdown..

Doctor:Youhaveakidneydisease...

TherewassilenceasAmane'seyesburnedwith

tears,sheknewakidneydoesnotjustheal...She

watchedherownfatherdiefrom kidneyfailureright
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aftereveryclosefamilymemberdidnotmatchhim..

Doctor:Thereasonyou'resotiredisbecauseyou

haveanemia,itmakesyouweak.You'reonstage4

ofkidneydisease.

Batsile:Whatdoesstage4mean?I'm notwell

informedaboutkidneydiseasesbutiwilldomore

researchfrom here

Doctor:Stage4issevereanditmeansverysoonshe

willbeonthelaststagewhichisstage5sakidney

failure,stage5apatientusuallyhasacoupleof

monthstolivewithoutakidneytransplantordialysis.

ThismeansaswespeaknowAmane'skidneys

mightfailanytime.Thesadthingaboutkidney

diseaseisthatyoucanhaveitforyearswithouteven

knowingwhichiswhysomepeopleonlyknowwhen

thingsaresevere...sheneedsakidneytransplant

andweshouldbeworkingonherusingthedialysis

machinebecauseherkidneysarenotworking

properlybythemselves.

Batsile:Iam willingtogiveherakidney
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Doctor:That'sifyou'reamatch.

Thedoctorlookedatherbloodresults...

Doctor:YourbloodgroupisO,peoplewithgroupO

candonatetoeveryonebuttheythemselvescan

onlyreceivedonationsfrom groupOonly.GroupO

donorsaresorarebutifyou'reluckywemightfind

oneinyourfamily.

Amane:Myonlyfamilyismygrandparentsandmy

husband,ifnoneofthem isamatchwhichI'm sure

mygrandparentsarenotthenwemustexploreother

optionslikemesayinggoodbyetomychildren...

GagonagroupObetweenmygrandparents,iwas

veryyoungwhentheytriedtodonateformyfather

butweweretoldsomethingliketheyweren't

compatible.Idon'tknowwhatthatmeantiwas

young.Atthetimeiwantedtobetestedtoobut

paparefused,iwas10yearsoldbuthesaidhe

wantsmetobewholebecauseimightneedmy

kidneysinfuture...Hesaiddoctorstoldhim kidney
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diseasescanbeinheritedsobecausehethought

therewasapossibilitythatimighthaveakidney

diseasehedidn'twantmelosingmykidney.He

totallyrefusedandgotangryatthethoughtofmy

kidneysbeingtouched.Myfatherwasgroup0and

noonewasamatchinourfamily.

Doctor:Iguessthatleavesyourhusbandastheonly

option.Doyouhavechildren?

Amane:IdobutI'dnevertakeakidneyfrom mychild

knowingthereisapossibilitytheythemselvesmight

haveakidneydiseaseatsomepointintheirlives.

Myonlyoptionismyhusband,let'snotdiscussmy

children,maybeiftheywereadultswhocanmake

suchdecisionsforthemselvesibilekebonagore

they'regrownandknowwhatthey'redoing.

Doctor:Iunderstand.

Batsile:Pleasetestme.

Thedoctorputonhisglovesandwalkedout,Batsile

stoodupandpulledherupthenhehuggedher,she

smiledwithherheadoverhischestandburstinto
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tearscrying,hetearfullyheldhertightlyandkissed

herforeheadasheblinkedawayhistearsthenhe

cuppedherfacelookinginhereyes...

Batsile:Correction...I'm notyouronlyfamily,ihave3

brotherswhoI'm surewillalsotrythis...Kanakois

notgroup0causeneadiradimedicalsrecentlyhe

isAB.

Amane:Babekidneytransplantisapersonalchoice,

pleasedon'tputyourbrothersinanawkward

position.Don'thaveexpectationsbecauseyou'llend

updisappointed.Somepeoplemightbeafraidtobe

undertheknifeormaybethey'rereserving

themselvesfortheirspousesandchildren...Please

promisemeyouwon'teveraskanyonetodonateme

akidney.I'dneveraskmyownmotherorher

childrenforakidneybecauseiknowtheywould

neverevenconsideritevenifiwasdying.My

grandparentsandyouaremyonlyfamily.Promise

me..

Batsile:(sighed)OK,ipromise..
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Amane:(smiledtearfully)Gapewhenit'stimeit's

time,I'velivedahappylifethepast5years...I've

seenmychildrenturnintocrazyamazingtoddlers

andmyhusbandisthebestthingever...(tearfully)

heisfaithful,whatmorecaniaskforthantojust

enjoymylastdays.

Batsile:Don'ttalklikethat...Iknowthingswillwork

outjustfine

ThedoctorwalkedbackinandtookBatsile'sblood

samplesbacktothelab,hecamebackandsat

downwiththem astheyexploredmoreoptions.

Theresultsarrivedthenheopenedthefileand

sighed.Batsile'sheartpoundedashestaredathim...

Batsile:And?

Doctor:You'retypeA,I'm sorry.
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Amaneshookherhead,Batsileheldherhandand

kissedit..

Inthereceptionroom...

BatsilesteppedoutholdingAmane'shandasthey

walkedtowardsthereceptionareawhereTumiwas

waiting.

Batsile:Wearegoinghomeright?Youneedtorest

Amane:I'm waitingforAmanda,shedidn'tcome

withhercarandhersurrogatewillbegoinghome

withher.Comemeether,sheisoverthere...

Tumirespectfullystoodupandsmiledatbothof

them.

Amane:TumithisismyhusbandBatsile,babethisis

Tumi,sheisAmanda'ssurrogate.
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Batsile:(shookherhand)Hi

Tumi:Hello

Amane:Aren'ttheydone?

Tumi:They'redonewithme.Theyhaveplantedthe

zygotes

Batsile:Zygotes?

Tumi:Yes,shewantstwins.

Batsileswallowedandscratchedhiseyebrow...

Amane:LetmecheckifsheisOKinthere.

Batsile:I'llcomewithyou.

Tumisatdownthentheywalkedinside...

InsideAmanda'sroom...
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Meanwhilethehospitaldooropenedslowlywaking

herup,sheopenedhereyestoAmaneandBatsile

walkingover...SheandAmanesmiledatone

anotherwhileBatsilestoodbythewindowandput

hishandsinthepocketslookingatthem...

Amane:Howareyoufeeling?

Amanda:I'm fine,I'm feelingalittlepainonmy

abdomenbutI'm OK.(frownedlookingather)You

lookverypale...Ithinkyoushouldseeadoctor,you

don'tlookOK?(turnedtoBatsile)Kanagakebone

sente?Gaapale?

Amane:Ijustsawadoctor,(handedherthephone)

Hereisyourphone...Ihaveakidneydisease,stage4.

Amanda'sheartskippedasshelookedather...

Amanda:Ihadaclientwhohadakidneytransplant

yearsback,hersistergaveherakidney.

Amane:Batsileisnotamatch,I'm typeOsoican
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onlyreceivefrom O.

Amanda:Can'ttheycheckme?Bareyebancheke

maybeI'm amatch...

Amaneturnedandlookedatherastearsfilledher

eyes...

Amanda:What?

Amane:Youwanttodonatemeakidney?

Amanda:Yes,whyareyousosurprised?

Amane:(lipstrembled)Wehavebeenthroughalot

Amanda:Ithoughtweareputtingthatbehindus...

Areyoustilltalkingabouttheforbiddentopic?

Amane'slipstrembledthensheputherhandover

hermouthcrying,Amandaspreadherarmssitting

onthehospitalbedandtheyhugged...



Iam

Batsileclenchedhisteethemotionallylookingat

them,yeahneh..."Thekindofshitwedotowomen

andsisters,"therelationshipheruinedhad

somehowrestoreditself...TurnedoutAmanda

wasn'tsobadafterall...Cometothinkofitshe

wasn'treallybadfrom theverybeginning,shehad

alwaysbeengood...Heronlymistakewastolove

him andherworstmistakewastofailtocontrolher

angerbutthenwhocontrolsthemselveswhenthey

werecheatedfor2fullyearswith2kidstoshowfor

it.Helookedatbothofthem talkingandforthefirst

timehedidn'twanttohurteitherofthem neitherdid

hewanttoruinthisrighthere....

Amanda:(pressedthebutton)Letmecallthem ba

ntester,I'm soignorantidon'tknowmybloodtype.

Amane:Ok..Thanksalot,evenifyou'renotamatch

I'm sohappythatyoujumpedattheideaofdonating

forme.I'm shocked.

Amanda:ButdidyouthinkI'dletyoudiekekgonato

saveyou?
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Amane:Idon'texpectanythingfrom anyone,I'm

shocked...Youhaven'tbeentalkingtome.

Amanda:Iwasjusttooashamedtoitwasn'tprideor

makgakga.

Thenursewalkedin...

Nurse:Hi,anythingwrong?

Amanda:Iactuallywantedtotalktothedoctor,my

sisterjustreceivednewsthatsheneedsatransplant

soiwanttotest.IfI'm hermatchthenican

transplantforher.

Nurse:(toAmane)I'm sorry.

Amane:It'sOK

Nurse:I'llcallthedoctorbutithinkthelabshould

haveyourbloodgroupbecausewhenyougoto

theatregantsitheywanttoknowyourbloodgroupin

caseyoubleedandneedbloodtransfusion.Ithink

theycancheckonthesystem,ifyourbloodtypehas

notbeenenteredthat'swhenyouwillbetested.
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Amanda:Ok...

ThenursewalkedoutthenAmanepulledthechair

andsatdownwhileAmandareadhermessages,she

shookherheadtypingareply.

Amanda:Ithoughtwewouldnevertalkaboutthis,

whyareyoustillcontactingmeBatsile.Ijustwanted

adonor.You'llruinmyrelationshipwithAmanewith

yourmessages.You'vehurtmeandnowI'm tryingto

moveon.Gaobonaorianayoumighttroublemein

thefuturekabongwanake.Ireallyhopeididn't

makeamistakeaskingyoutoassistme.Theonly

reasoniaskedyouisbecauseifidieiwantmy

childrentohaveuncleslikeboBasimane,Bameand

Kanako.LewenaI'vewatchedyoufatheryour

childrenandI'venodoubtyou'ddothesamefor

mineBUTONLYIFIDIE.Youcan'ttalktome,delete

mynumbersothatIcanenjoymychildren.

Shesentthemessageanddeletedeverythingthen
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sheputawayherphoneasthedoctorwalkedin.

Batsile'sphonevibratedthenhetookouthisphone

andreadthemessagewhilethedoctortalkedtothe

sisters.

Hereadthemessageanddeleteditthenhewalked

overandlistenedtotheirconversation.

Doctor:Ok,letmecallthenurseandhaveherdraw

yourblood.

Amanda:Thankyou...

Doctor:Afterthisyou'llbeabletogohome.Howare

youfeeling?

Amanda:AlittlepaindownherebutI'm fine..

Anursewalkedinanddrewherbloodthenshe

walkedout...

Batsile:Canigetyouladiesanything?
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Amane:Ajuiceandsomefruitswillbefine

Amanda:Chickenandfrenchfries

Batsile:Ok..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenhedialedhis

bigbrother.

Basi:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,Amanehasakidneydisease.

Basi:Jesus

Batsile:Yeah,I'm scaredman...I'm reallyscared.I'm

notamatchforherblood

Basi:I'm typeAB,whatgroupisshe?

Batsile:O.

Basi:Eish.

Batsile:Amandawantstobetestedsoshecan

donateforher.

Basi:Waitsewenayoudestroyedthesegirls,I'm
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surprisedtheystilltrytohelpeachother.

Batsile:Tellmeaboutit,theguiltisconsumingme.I

feelbadforbothofthem,iregrethurtingthem.

Basi:Don'thurtthem

Batsile:I'lltrynottohurtthem.

Basi:Don'ttry,justdon'thurtthem.

Batsile:Well,Amandaneededasperm donor,she

askedmetohelpherandi-

Basi:Pleasetellmeyoudidn't,whatmakesyouthink

yourchildrencanbehidden?Haveyouseenyour

earsandeyes?Isthereanyonefrom yourchildren

whodoesn'thaveyourresemblance?Haveyou

lookedatyourchildrenandobservedhowtheylook

alike?You'restupidbecausetherewon'tbeno

differencebetweenAmandaandAmane'schildren,

goodluckexplainingwhyAmanda'schildrenareyour

children'stwins.

BatsilestoppednexttoTumiandpausedexplaining

himselftohisbigbrother..
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Batsile:Hi,I'm goingtogetsomethingtoeat,what

shouldibringforyou?

Tumi:Anythingisfine,gakeilesepe.

Batsile:Youneedtoeathealthymealsforthekids,

tellmewhattobring?

Tumi:Anyplateoffoodisfine.

Batsile:Ok...

Hewalkedouttalkingtothephone...

AtAmanda'sroom...

Lateronthedoctorwalkedbackintheroom holding

afileandsmiled...

Doctor:Ihavegoodnews,you'rebothgroupO
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Theyturnedlookingatoneanotherandhugged,

Batsilewalkedinwithaplasticoffoodandclosed

thedoorasAmaneandAmandatearfullysmiled.

Amane:SheisgroupO!

Amanda:Let'sdoit!

Doctor:Let'snotcelebratejustyet,thisisjustthe

firsttest,youmightfailtheothertestsandnot

qualify.Thereare3mainteststhatyouneedtopass

foryoutobeaperfectmatch,youfirsthavetobeof

thesamebloodgrouptype,whichyou'resoweare

sortedthere.Thesecondbloodtestisthetissue

typingandthelastoneiscrossmatching.Sowe

nowhavetocheckifyourtissuesareamatch...

Amane:Howlongwillthistake?

Doctor:Thetesttakesabout6hourstocomplete

becauseitsdoneinbatchessowewouldgetthe

resultsthisevening.

Amanda:Ok,let'sdoitthen.

Doctor:Ok,andiwillhavetoconfirm ifyour
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insurancecoversthis.

Batsile:Iwillpayforitiftheydon'tbutyoucancheck.

Doctor:Ok..

Thedoctorwalkedout...

Amane:I'm goingtothetoilet..

ShewalkedinthetoiletandpeedwhileBatsilestood

therestaringatAmanda,hecouldjuststepoverand

justhugherforthisbutthen

boundaries...boundaries..

Batsile:(loweredhisvoice)Thankyousomuch,iwill

neverforgetthis.

Amanda:Lifeforalife,thankyouforhelpingmeas

well...Butistillwouldhavedoneitevenifyoudidn't

helpme.
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Batsile:Ireallyappreciateit.

Amanda:(smiled)Good,nowshutupandnevertalk

aboutit.

HechuckledandsighedasAmanesteppedoutof

thetoilet,hepulledthechairforherandshesat

down.Thedoctorwalkedinandtookthelast

samples..

Doctor:Ipromisethisisthelastdraw,

Amane:(laughed)You'refinishingmyblood!

Theylaughed

Doctor:Alright!Ladieswearedoneheresothe

resultswillbeoutthisevening.Iwillgiveyouacall.

Both:Thankyou...
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Thethreeofthem walkedout,AmandaandTumi

smiledatoneanotherandhugged..

Tumi:I'm gladyou'reOK

Amanda:Didyoueatanything?

Tumi:Yes,heboughtmesomethingtoeat..

BatsileheldAmane'shandastheywalkedoutofthe

buildingandgotinthecar,Amanegotinthefront

whileAmandaandTumisatattheback.Hestarted

thecaranddroveoutastheladieschatted..

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LateronAmandalaidonthecouchwhileTumisat

ontheothercouchastheywatchedthemovieabout

thesurrogate..
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Tumi:(laughed)Didn'ttheyexplaintoheritsnother

baby?

Amanda:(laughed)Kehoothemma,girlebusye

batagosiakangwana!

Aknockinterruptedtheirlaugher,Tumistoodupand

openedthedoorthenthehousehelperwalkedin.

Amanda:Hi,Tumithat'sourhousehelpermylove...

Dearthat'sTumi,that'stheladyyou'llbehelpingalot

becauseispendmostofthetimeatwork.

Helper:Ok

Shelookedatthem andherskincrawled,atfirstshe

couldn'tunderstandwhytwowomenstayed

togetherandneededahelperbutnowitmadesense

thatshejustcalledherherlove,sheneverthought

shecouldmeetlesbiansinreallife.Thethoughtof

thetwoofthem inbedwassounethicalshefelt

weird.
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Tumi:Nicetomeetyou..

Helper:Nicetomeetyoutoo..

TheyshookhandsthenAmanda'sphonerang...

Amanda:Hello?

Doctor:Theresultsareback,canyoukindlycometo

thehospital?

Amanda:Eerra,thankyou.

Shehungupandslowlystoodup...

AtBatsile'sHouse....

MeanwhileBatsilesatontheedgeofthebedlooking

atAmanetalkingtothephone...



Iam

Amane:Thankyou,wewillbethere.

Shehungup..

Atthehospital....

LaterthateveningAmaneandBatsilemetwith

Amandaattheentranceastheyallwalkedinand

headedtothedoctor'soffice...

Theysatdownandsighedlookingatthedoctor.

Thedoctorlookedatthefileonemoretimeand

lookedatthem foramomentwithoutsaying

anything,therewassilenceastheirheartspounded.

AmandastretchedoutherhandtoAmaneandthey

heldhandsdesperatelylookingatthedoctor...
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Doctor:Wehavedonethetestsandtheycame

back......

*

*

*

*

*

*
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:
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Atthehospital....

LaterthateveningAmaneandBatsilemetwith

Amandaattheentranceastheyallwalkedinand

headedtothedoctor'soffice...

Theysatdownandsighedlookingatthedoctor.

Thedoctorlookedatthefileonemoretimeand

lookedatthem foramomentwithoutsaying

anything,therewassilenceastheirheartspounded.

AmandastretchedoutherhandtoAmaneandthey

heldhandsdesperatelylookingatthedoctor...

Doctor:Wehavedonethetestsandtheycameback

negative,you'renotcompatible...Yourantigensare
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farfrom matchingwhichmeansthereisahigh

chanceoforganrejectionthenthewholeprocess

willbepointlessbecauseyourbodyisgoingtoreject

theorgan.

AmanesighedandturnedtoAmandasmiling,they

stoodupandhuggedforoveraminute.

Amanda:I'm sorry...

Amane:(smiled)Thankyou,thefactthatyouwere

willingtodothismeansalottome.I'velearntso

muchaboutyou...You'readarlingandiloveyou..

Amandalookedbackather,nowtheguiltofhaving

herhusband'schildrenwithoutherknowledgegot

heavier...Didshereallyhavetocomplicateher

sister'slifelikethis...Whydidsheallowherselftobe

usedbyherfeelingstoanextentofpursuingher

sister'smanknowingverywellshestilllovedher..
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Amane:(smiled)I'm stillshockedthatyouwere

willing...You'reanangel.

Amanda:I'm notanangel...

Theyhuggedonemoretimeandsatdown...

Amanda:I'm defeated..

Doctor:Don'tyoutwohavemoresisters?Siblings

arealwaysthebestmatches.

Amane:Idon'thaveany,sheistheonlyone.

Amanda:Ihavesisters...Shehassistersdoctor...

Wearejustnotacloseneatfamily

Amane:Amandadon'tdothat,iam notaboutto

botherpeople.Pleasedon'tputpeopleinan

awkwardpositionbyaskingthem todosomething

likethatforastrangerlikeme.Youknowyour

mother

Amanda:Lindawillnotthinktwice,iknowmylittle

sisterandshelikesyou.
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Amane:You'remissingthepoint,sheandiarenot

thatclose.Wearenotfamily.Pleasedon'tput

peopleinawkwardpositionsotheyendupfeeling

badorlookingbadfornotbeingtoocomfortableto

dothis.Promisemethatyouwon'taskanyone,

pleaseitsimportantforme.Keagokopa

Amanda:(sighed)OK...

Batsileleanedoverandpinnedhiselbowsoverhis

kneesandsighed...

Batsile:Idon'tknowanymore.

Amane:Youdidyourbest...

Amaneslowlystoodupandshookhandswiththe

doctor..

Amane:Thankyou,

Doctor:Pleasetakeyourmedicationfaithfullyandon
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time.

Amane:Iwilldothat.

Batsilestoodupandheldherhandastheywalked

out.Amandafollowedthem outthenheturnedback

lookingather...

Batsile:Didyoucomewithsomeoneoryouareable

todrive?

Amanda:Icandrive,

Amane:Thanksalotforyoureffort..

Amanda:Ok...

Amanewalkedhertothecarwheretheystood

chattingforawhileasBatsilegotinthecarand

sighedleaningback.HewatchedAmanewalking

back,sheseemedtired,paleandalmost

dehydrated...Hewasn'tsurehowbuthewasn't

abouttoloseher,hischildrenwouldneverbe
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motherlessandlivewiththepainhelivedwith.She

gotinthecarthenheleanedoverkissingherand

startedthecar...

AtBasimane'sHouse...

Summerstoodbytheshortcounterchopping

vegetablesassheprepareddinnerforherhusband

andchildren.Therewasaknockonthedoor,she

pausedandwenttoopenthedoor.Theneighbour

smiledandsteppedin...

Her:Hi,ihaven'tseenyouguysinawhileand

thoughtI'djustcheckonyou.

Summer:Wewenttothefarm foracoupleofdays.

Her:Kantethatfarm Basitookitall?Ithoughtthey're

sharingit

Summer:Basiboughttheother3partsfrom his

brothers,Batsileendedupbuyingaploughingfield

nexttohishotelandheisnowextending.Bame
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investedhissharewhilethebrotherboughtsharesin

somecompanies.

Her:(lookedaroundandbackatthevegetables)

DoesBasilovevegetables?

Summer:Yeah,helovesvegetablesoup.

Her:Ok...(smiled)Kooredoyouguyseverargue?

Summer:Wearejustlikeanyothercouple,what's

withthequestions?

Her:(laughed)I'm justsaying...

Themaindooropenedandthechildrenraninside

withnoiseasBasiwalkedincarryingsomeplastic.

Heputthem overthecounterandpickedSummerup

forakissthenheputherdownbeforegreetingthe

neighbourwhosmiledblushing...

Basi:Hi

Her:(softvoice)HiBasi

Basi:(toSummer)Babekeagothapa.
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Summer:Ok,shap...

TheneighbourwatchedBasiashewalkedaway,

Summercontinuedcookingwhiletheneighbour

stoodbyherchattingaboutthisandthat...Summer

fakedlaughtersandthrewinoneortwowords

hopingshe'dgobutshekeptgoingandgoing...

Her:Iwanttogodomyhairtomorrow,canwego

together?

Summer:I'llbeworking,nowadaysourfishorders

arealot,wesupplyshopsasfarasGaborone

Her:Tsalatherayamonnawagagoamphire?{can

yougetyourHusbandtohireme?

Summer:I'lltalktohim

Her:IpromiseI'llworkharder..

Summer:Yeah,mmekeyegothapisabana

Her:Ok,I'llwaitbythecouch



Iam

Shesatonthecouchandcrossedherlegswatching

TVasSummerwalkedtothebedroom whereBasi

wassittingonthebedshirtless.

Basi:(sighed)Isyourfriendgone?Iwanttowatch

TVshirtlessnnakeashakediaparo.

Summer:Sheisstilloutthere,itriedtopolitelyget

hertoleavebutnowshesaysyoumusthireher.

Basi:Maybeshewantsyoutodishforher.Shelooks

likesheisstarving.

Summer:Ok...

BasiputonhisTshirtandpantsthenhewalkedout

andsatonthecouchwhiletheladylookedathim,

shelockedhereyesonhim untilhenoticedand

lookedather,Basiturnedlookingatthekitchento

checkifSummerwasawarethenhelookedather

confused.Shespreadherlegsliftingherskirtand

flushedBasiwithherpussy.Hisheartskippedashe

lookedatherandglancedatthekitchendoor,she
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stoodupandwalkedovertohim ashisheart

pounded...Sheleanedoverandwhisperedinhis

ear...

Her:Tellyourwifenottoletyououtofhersight

becauseiwillrapeyou...

Shekissedhim onthecheekandwalkedtothe

kitchen...

Her:Summerletmegohome,itslate.

Summer:Ok,iwasabouttodish.

Her:Ohdon'tworry.Goodnight

Summer:Goodnight...

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Basistoodup

andwalkedinthekitchen...
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Basi:Yourfriendsaidsheisgoingtorapeme

Summer:(laughed)Right

Basi:Youdon'tbelieveme?

Summer:(laughed)Womendon'tdosuchthings,i

knowyoudon'tlikeherbutcomeon.Youcouldhave

triedalittlehardertoconvinceme,iknowyoudon't

likeher.Don'tmakeupstories

Basi:I'm tellingyouthetruth,sheevenflushedme

Summer:Comewashyourhands,I'm serving

dinner...

Hewashedhishandsandwalkedoutshakinghis

headthenSummerwalkedoutcarryingthetrayand

setupthetablewhileBasilookedather...

Summer:Stoplookingatmelikethat

Basi:YoureallythinkI'm lying?

Summer:(laughed)Babewomendon'tdothat,

wouldyoubelieveyouifyouwereme?
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Basi:JustforgetitthenifyouthinkI'm lying...

Thechildrencameoutrunningandsatdownasthe

wholefamilybeganeating...

AtBame'sHouse....

MeanwhileBameandTshidiplayedbasketball

behindthehouseundertheoutdoorlight,Bame

liftedhim upandhemadeabasketsittingonhis

shouldersbeforeheputhim down...

Bame:Alrightnowiwantyoutoscorebyyourself.

Justdropitinthenet.I'llcatchtheballsforyou.

Tshidi:(laughedwithtwofrontmissingteeth)Ok

HesmiledandmissedthenBamecaughttheball

andbounceditbacktohim,hetookamoment

focusingonthenetthenhejumpedanddroppedit
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inside.Bamelaughedandclappedhandsforhim...

Bame:Good,youjustwrappedupthegame.Let'sgo

bath...

Theywalkedinthehouse,Bamejumpedinthe

showerwhileTshidibathedinthetub.Moments

latertheystoodbeforethemirrorbrushingtheir

teeth....

Tshidi:Soyoujuststayalone?

Bame:(laughed)Yeah,idon'thavechildrenorawife.

Doyouknowwhatawifeis?

Tshidi:(laughed)Agirlyoukissonthelipswith

saliva

Bame:(laughed)Otampolaisaditshego!

Tshidi:Iwanttobeyourchild,yourhouseisnice.

Bame:(laughed)Youcancomehereanytimeyou

wanttovisit..
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Theyfinishedbrushingtheirteethandheadedtothe

bedroom whereBamehandedhim anewpairof

pyjamas..

Bame:Putonthosesocksandsleepers,theflooris

cold.

Tshidigotdressedthentheywentto5hekitchen

whereTshidipulledthechairandstoodonittowash

thetheirdinnerplates.BamevideocallledLorato

andturnedaroundshowingTshidiattheback...

Lorato:(smiled)Hi

Bame:(smiled)Hey...Todayyousoundlively,you

evenhaveeyebrowpencilon

Lorato:(laughed)Ifinallymanagedtolookatmyself

onthemirror.HiTshidi...Isthatmysoninpyjamas,

Bametherradon'ttellmethat'smyson!
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Bamesteppedoverandputhisarm overTshidias

hesmiledwithagap...

Tshidi:Himama,ihavenewclothes!

Lorato:(smiled)Icanseethat

Tshidi:Youshouldcomestayinourwithus,it'snice

here!

BameandLoratocrackedlaughing,Bameeven

laughedhiswaytothebedroom leavinghim inthe

kitchenashecleaned.

.

Lorato:(laughed)Gatweinourhouse?Uhurrale

saenneleasekahooleroommateyagago?

Bame:(laughed)Ompolayakagonegoinviterbatho,

gatwecomestaywithusinourhousejustbecausei

saidhecancomehereanytime.Tshidiisanutcase



Iam

Theylaughedashelaidonthebedandliftedhisleg

puttingitonthewallwhileholdingthephonetohis

face...

Lorato:IthinkI'm gettingouttomorrowbutI'm going

tohighcourt.Ourdivorcecaseisstarting,doyou

mindkeepingthatroommateofyoursforanother

day?

Bame:Myroommateandiarecool,youcaneven

spendaweekwithyourhusband.

Lorato:Mxm husband?Otshegakannanerra?

Bame:(laughed)Soyou'llsuckmydickfor

babysittingright?

Lorato:Youwanttofuckmolwetsi?Gaoitsegooka

Bame:Dickyahodisa,kegoshapatsepediabeo

thanya

Theylaughedandcontinuedchatting....
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAmandaswitchedofftheTVand

theystoodupheadingtobed...

Tumi:Isitmeorthathelperlooksatusweird?

Amanda:Inoticedthat,iwonderwhy.

Tumi:whattimedoessheknockoff?

Amanda:5pm,ihaven'ttoldheranythingaboutthe

surrogacywewilltellherastimegoesonakere?

Tumi:Yeah,(walkingtoherroom)Goodnight

Amanda:Goodnight...

Amandawalkedinherroom andclosedthedoor

takingoffherclothes,sheswitchedoffthelights

andsatonthebedthensheheardTumipraying...

Sheheldherbreathandlistenedtoherprayingfor
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herchildren'ssafety,prayingforthebabiesshewas

carryingandagoodcommunicationbetween

she(Amanda)andher...Sheswallowedstandingat

thedoorlisteningtothatprayeruntilshesaidAmen.

Amanda:(whispered)Amen.

She'dnevermetanyonesoprayerfulanditmadeher

wonderaboutGodandallthosespiritualwhatevers.

Shehadneverreallybeentochurch,itwasn'tinher

mother'sprioritywhentheyweregrowingupand

hearingsomeonepraysoemotionallymadeher

emotional.Shelaidonhersidewonderingabout

Amane...Itmusthavebeenhardknowingyou're

abouttodie...ok,shereallyneededtothinkabout

happierthingsbeforegoingtobedsoshecandream

sweetthings...Sheclosedhereyesandsawher

babygirllaughingwithnoteeth...ThewayBatsile's

childrenallgothiseyesshecouldonlyimaginehis

eyesonherdaughterandboywouldshebe

beautiful...Youknowthisungratefulbastardisreally
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handsomeandhemakesbeautifulbabies...Gosh..

Cantimejustpass,ifshecouldatleastgetthe

gender...IfGodforbidsAmanedies,she'dhaveto

stepinandhelpBatsilewiththechildrenevenhelp

him cometotermswithhisloss...Wassheseeing

thelightattheendofthetunnel?Thissoundedso

wrongshehadtostopthinkinglikethis,howevilof

her.Ok,thinkofsomethingpositive...Positive

thoughtsforapositivedream...Yesthechildren's

names...

Hermindwonderedaroundasshethoughtaboutthe

children'snames...

AtBatsile'sHouse....

LaterthatnightBatsilewalkedfrom room toroom

tuckingthechildrenin,hestartedwithObakeng's

room andtuckedhim in...
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Batsile:Goodnight

Obakeng:What'swrongwithMama?

Batsile:sheisnotfeelingwell,illtellyouguysmore

aboutittomorrow.Shehadtosleepearliertoday...

Obakeng:Ok..

Batsile:Goodnight...

HeswitchedoffthelightsandwalkedintoOreneile's

room,shewasalreadyasleepwithaTeddybearin

herarm.Hepulledherduvetupandwalkedtothe

nextroom whereLosikawassleepinginhis

batman'spyjamas.Hetuckedhim inandgotin

Lelentle'sroom butshewasn'tthere,knowingher

shewasprobablyhidingintheirbedroom nexttoher

mother...

Hewenttothemasterbedroom andsighedlooking

athersnoringnexttohermother.Hegentlypicked

herupandlaidherinherroom thenhetuckedherin

andgotback.
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HesighedpullingoffhisTshirtandsatontheedge

ofthebedwhileAmanelaidasleepinbed.He

glancedathersleepingandsighedburyinghisface

betweenhishands...Whatwouldhedowith4

heartbrokenkidsalone...he'dneverbringasecond

womanwhowouldabusethem orevenwantmore

childrenbuthe'dneverhavemorethanthese4under

nocircumstances.Hedidn'tevenwanttoimagine

thepainoflosingaspouse...Thethoughtitselfwas

traumatic.Heswallowedtearfullyandrubbedhis

eyesthenhelaidnexttoherandstaredatherasshe

sleptuntilhefellasleephimself....

SIXMONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital....

Amandasmiledlookingattheblackandwhite

imagesofherdaughterskicking...

Doctor:Yourdaughtersaregrowingwell,no

complications...

Amanda:(smiled)Thankyou...They'rebeingprayed

foreverynight

Tumi:(laughed)Pregnancyisasensitivething..

Doctor:(wipedthegeloffherbump)Youcanget

dressed

Amanda'sphonethenshelookedatthescreen,she

frownedandpickedsteppingoutside...
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Amanda:Hello?

Amane:Hi,doyouthinkyou'llmanagetopickChase

from hispractice?Batsileisinabusinessmeeting.

Amanda:I'lldothat.IbroughtTumiforcheckupand

iwasabouttogototheofficebutI'llpassbyand

pickhim up.

Amane:Thanks

ShehungupasTumisteppedout....

Atthepractice..

LateronChasewalkedoutofthebuildingandstood

atthewaitingspot,Amandapulledintotheparking

lotwhiletalkingtothephoneandwavedhim over.

Chaseturnedaroundwavingathistrainerand

walkedtowardsAmanda'scar.
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Hegotinthebackandpulledtheseatbeltwhilehis

aunttalkedtothephone...

Amanda:(turnedandsmiledstillholdingthephone)

Hinana

Chase:Hello

Amanda:(onthephone)Ifeelmydutyhasjust

started...Ngng...Sheaskedmetopickherboyfrom

thepractice.Thismonthhasbeensohardonher,i

thinkshewillbedyingsoon...Yeah,itsasad

situationbuthonestlyithinkshedeservestorest

becausedealingwithakidneydiseaseseemshard

withoutadonor...WhoBatsile?Hewillhaveno

choicebuttomarrymebecausewealreadyhave

childrentogether...

Chaselookedatherasshedrovewhiletalkingtothe

phone,heswallowedtearfullyandlookedoutside

thewindow...Thethoughtofhismotherdying

broughttearstohiseyes...
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Amanda:It'snotlikeI'm wishingherbadbutwe

tried...I'm surprisedthatevenyouwerewillingto

donateherakidney...No,Linda?You're

misunderstandingme...Lindawee?........Ok(sighed

listening)listentomenow...Linda?You

misunderstoodme...(sighed)Linda?...Whyareyou

gettingworkedupbecauseiusedthewrongwords?

IfIwassoevilwouldibewillingtodonate?...Hello?...

Hello?

Lindahungupthenshelookedatthescreenand

sighedputtingthephoneonthefrontseat.

Shesloweddownatthetrafficlightsandlooked

backatChasewhowasquietlylookingoutsidethe

window.Nowthatshewasthinkingaboutit,woulda

7yearoldunderstand...Heprobablywasn'told

enoughtounderstandadultconversation...Shem he

hadsomuchofhisfathershecouldonlypicturea

sonlikehim.Cometothinkofit,didthehospital
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savetheremainingsperms?Sheneededaboyina

yearortwotocompleteherfamily...

Amanda:HowareyouChaseorisitObakengkana...

Whichonedoyoulikebetter?

Chase:Obakeng

Amanda:Ilikeittoo...

MinuteslaterAmandadrovethroughthegateasit

slidopen,Chasesteppedoutandhunghisbackpack

strapsoverhisshouldersthenhewalkedtowards

thehouseastearsburnedhiseyes...Healways

thoughthismotherwouldbeOKandnowthe

thoughtofherdyingandnevercomingbackbrought

somuchpainhecouldfeelitonhisthroat.He

openedthemaindoorandpassedhissiblingsbythe

couch,heranupstairstakingoffhisbagandgotin

hisroom wherehesatonthebed,hislipstrembled

andrubbedhiseyes....
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MeanwhileAmandawalkedinandgreetedthe

childrenwhilethehelperwascookinginthekitchen,

shewalkedupstairsandknockedonthemaster

bedroom thenshewalkedinwhileAmanelaidonthe

bed.Shehadlostalotofweightthanthelastweek

shesawher,nowshecouldseehercheekbonesand

itseemedherhairwasgettingweakertoo...Her

fingershadbecomelongandshelookedveryweak...

Amanda:Howareyoufeeling?

Amane:Sameoldthing...ButI'llbeOK...

Amanda:Ok...Ihaveacourtcaseinanhour.

Amane:Goodluck...

Amandawalkedout...

MeanwhileChasesteppedoutofhisroom and

watchedherwalkingdownstairsthenhewalked

towardshisparentsroom whereheknockedand

steppedinlookingathismother....
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Amane:Hi,howwasthepractice?

Chase:Itwasok...

Amane:Youdon'tlookhappy

Hesatonthebedandlookedather...

Chase:Areyougoingtodie?

Amane:Weareallgoingtodieatsomepoint.No

onelivesforever

Chase:Auntiesaidthatyou'regoingtodiesoonand

sheisgoingtobeourfamily.

Amanesmiledtearfullyandreachedouttohim...

Amane:Comesithere....
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Hecrawledacrossthebedandlaidonherchest

whilesheleanedagainsttheheadboard...

Amane:Iam notdying,gettingsickdoesn'tmean

someoneisgoingtodie

Chase:Shesaidshehaschildrenwithdaddyandshe

isgoingtobeourfamily.

Amane:Auntiedoesn'tevenhavechildrenChase,

youmisunderstoodher.

Chase:Ok...

Amane:I'm notdyingmyboy,butifidieonedayi

wantyoutoknowthatdeadpeoplewatchoverus

from heaven...WhenidieI'm goingtobeanangel

andilllookafteryou.ButI'm notdyinganytimesoon..

Shekissedhishandandhuggedhim astearsburned

hereyes...
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Atthebusinessmeeting...

Batsileandhisbusinessassociateswalkedoutof

theconferenceroom thenheheadedtotheparking

lotdialingAmane...

Amane:Hello

Batsile:Babe...Howareyou?Ijustfinishedmy

meeting.

Amane:I'm justinbed...Ifidiewouldyouconsider

Amandaasyourwife?

Batsile:No,whyarewetalkingaboutthis?

Amane:I'm justasking,ifthat'syourplanplease

respectmyfeelingsuntilmylastday.Don'tshowme

anysignofyourinterestinherkekgonegoswaka

kagiso.

Batsile:You'rebreakingmyheart...I'venointentions

ofhurtingyou.YouknowI'dnevercheatonyou.I

loveyou.
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Amane:IknowyoulovemeandI'm notsayingdon't

moveonaftermydeath.

Batsile:Idon'twanttotalkaboutmemovingon

becauseyou'renotdying.Let'schangethetopic.

Don'tevertalktomeaboutAmanda,iflebuadilo

tseotogethertalkingaboutmeasifI'm apawnyou

justtossaroundyouneedtostop.

Amane:Ok,sorry

Batsile:Idon'tmeantoberudebutI'm nottalking

aboutyourdeath,don'tbreakmyheartlikethat.

Amane:Ok,sorry.Idon'tknowwherethiscamefrom.

Forgetit.

Thegardener'scallcamethrough...

Batsile:Babeillcallyouback

Amane:Bye

Hehungupandpicked....
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Batsile:Hello?

Him:Sircanwetalk?

Batsile:About?

Him:Ifoundyouakidneydonor,ihaveabout3

peoplewhoarebloodtypeO.YourwifeisGroupO

right?

Batsile:Whoarethey?Idon'twanttotakepartina

blackmarkettradewheresomeoneendsupdying

fortheirorgans.

Him:It'smyfamilymembersandwearewillingtosit

downandnegotiate.Wewant1millionpula.

Batsile:1millionTinashe?Areyouserious?Where

am igoingtogetsuchanamount?

Tinashe:Riskingdeathandlivingwithonekidneyis

notjoke...Trytobeunderstanding,wearetalking

aboutthepossibilityofbleedingtodeath.They

wanted2millionandibroughtthem downto1

million.Doyouwanttheorganornot?Thereareso

manypeoplewhoneedthisinBotswanaandweare
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inajourneytodothiscauseweneedmoney.I've

alreadyexplainedmysituationtoyouanditwasn't

easytomakethisdecision.Ijustthoughtitwouldbe

fairtopassthisbyyoucauseyou'reagoodboss

andyourwifeisgettingworse.Doyouwantthe

kidneyornot?

*

*

*

*

*
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Batsile:TinasheyouknowiwantthatorganbutI'm

notamillionaire,don'tbefooledbythathouse,igot

itkasekolotosoican'tevenborrowaloanbecausei

alreadygotaloan.

Tinashe:Butialsocan'tgolowerthanamillion,a

kidneyisnotacaritcan'tgoforP50K

Batsile:Can'tweatleastgodownto200Kcash

ready.Icansellallmypropertiesandpayyou.

Remembergettingthatkidneyisnotevena

guarantee.Herbodymightrejectit.

Tinashe:You'remisunderstandingtheprice,it'snot

aboutyou...Evenifherbodyrejectsthekidneyatthe

endofthedaymysistergotoperatedandlosther

organ.

Batsile:Iunderstand...(sighed)Iwishihadamillion,

iguessI'llkeeptrying,totaiwishyoucouldjustdrop

to200k.
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Tinashe:Ican't.

Batsiletookadeepbreathandsighed,hecouldn't

believehewasabouttosaythis...Theoldesttrickin

thenegotiatingprocess...

Batsile:Ican'taffordamillion,ionlyhave200k,

that'sallicanraisebysellingmyproperty.Sinceyou

can'tget200kit'sok,iunderstandyoursituationtoo

soyoucanpassyouroffertothenextpatient.

Tinashe:Whatabout500Katleast?

Batsile:Stillcan't,butthanksforofferingmethis

opportunity,ifyouhearanyonewillingtoaccept

200Kletmeknow.I'm readytopay

Tinashe:You'llneverfindanyonewiththatprice.

Batsile:I'm amanoffaith.Godwillsendagenerous

offer.

Tinashe:Okboss,haveagoodday.

Batsile:Youtooboss.
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Hehungupandsighedgettinginthecarthenhe

dialedhisbigbrother....

AtBame'sHouse....

Loratoknockedonthedoor,Tshidiopenedthedoor

andsmiledjumpingonher,shelaughedandhugged

him astheywalkedin...

Lorato:Whereisyouruncle?

Tshidi:Inthebathroom..

Lorato:Ok,youcango.I'llcomeseeyou

Tshidiwenttothekitchenthensheknockedonthe

bathroom andsteppedinasBamepausedshaving

hisbeardwiththemachine.
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Heputitdownandsmiledlookingather,thelittle

dressshehadonlookedsogoodshowingherlittle

hips..Heleanedoverandhuggedherthenhekissed

her...

Bame:Youlookgood,ihaven'tseenyoulikethis

sinceforever...What'sgoingon?

Lorato:Divorceglow,thedepressantsand

counsellingisworkingtoo.IfeellikeI'veneverbeen

readyfordivorcelikeiam now.Todaywheniwasin

thesaloonirealiseditsbeenlong...Ihavebeen

sendingoutapplicationsanditfeelsgoodtofinally

beabletoworkwithoutanyonetellingmeI'm his

wifeandshouldn'twork.

Bame:Youlookgoodandwhoeveriscounselling

youisdoingagoodjob...(kissedher)Comeeat,

Tshidiandicookedsomethingnice...Whattimedo

youleavetomorrow?

Lorato:5am bus

Bame:Spendanightwithus,I'lldropyouoff

tomorrowmorning.
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Lorato:Ok...

Sheputherhandbagdownandtheywalkedinthe

kitchenashisphonerang..

Bame:Hello?

Basi:WehaveasituationwithBatsile,canyoucome

hererekopanyedithogo?

Bame:Sure,where?

Basi:Let'smeetatLagoonrestaurantandtalkfreely.

Bame:Sure

Hehungupandsighed....

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LateronLindaknockedonthedoor,Tumiopened

thedoorwithahugebumpandsteppedaside..
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Linda:Hi,whereMandy?

Tumi:Inherroom

Linda:Thanks...Bythewayyou'reglowing.

Tumi:(smiled)Thankyou..

Lindawalkedtoherroom andknockedwhilewalking

inatthesametime,Amandajumpedfrom thebed

closingherlegsandhidingtheshavingrazer...

Amanda:Youmustknock!

Linda:Whatever,(satonthebed)Icalleda

psychologistandbookedyouanappointment

Amanda:Excuseme?

Linda:Ifeellikeyou'relosingtouchwithrealityand

youneedcounselling,thereisnowayyou'renormal.

Oneminuteyouwanttohelpoursisterandthenext

youwantherdead..
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Amanda:I'm justbeingrealistichere,thewhole

familyhasbeencheckedandnooneisamatch.

Mamaisamatchbutsheisnotinterestedinhelping

becauseaccordingtoherAmane'sfatherrapedher

soshewillnotloseheryouthgivingbirthtoAmane

andalsoloseakidney.Everyonewhoiswilling

doesn'tmatchsosheisgoingtodieandverysoon.

I'm notrejoicing,I'm justsayinglookatBatsile...He

isstressedandlosingweightoverher...Herchildren

aredepressedandI'm willingtoletthem know

losingherisnottheendoftheworld.

Linda:Andidon'tunderstandwhyBatsileagreedto

donatehissperms.Thisiswhatmadeyourelapse,

youwererecoveringuntilnowbecausenowyou're

imagininghiskids...Youneedhelp!Youhavean

appointmenttomorrowat8am.

Amanda:I'm notcrazy

Linda:Counsellingisn'tforcrazypeople,stoptalking

likemathaelathutolegoneeleleleignorantbecause

therearelotsofpeoplewhoarenoteducatedyet

they'reveryintelligentthanpeoplelikeyou.
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Amanda:(sighedandcontinuedshaving)Fine!Fine!

I'llgo..

Linda:I'llbetakingyoutheremyself,itookadayoff

from work.Ithinkyouneedcounselling,youmust

talkabouteverythingevenyounotbeingableto

havechildrenobueeverythingsoicanhavemy

sisterback.I'veneverseenyousoobsessedabouta

manandithinkBatsilebeingyourbabydaddywasa

badideabecauseyou'reunconsciouslyconnected.

Gonejaanaomolebajaakarragwebanabagago

andovertimeyou'llwishforhim tobepartoftheir

lives.Youshouldhavepickedastranger

Amanda:Youmightberightthere...I'llbehonest

withyou,ithinkpickinghim wasamistakebecause

wheneverithinkaboutthechildrenipicturehim and

ithinkseeinghischildrenliveisgoingtomakeme

fallinlovewithhim.Hedoesn'tcalloranythingbut

wheneverwebumpintoeachotherheasksmehow

thepregnancyisgoingandifthebabiesareOK.Gaa

dorajalopeloyameelalaeitumetseandifeelbad

becauseichasedhim offfrom thewholepregnancy

kereheshouldn'tcallortextsohim askingmeevery
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timeheseesmemakesmewonderifmaybehe'd

wanttoknowanythingaboutthekids.Plusknowing

Batsileandhowmuchheloveschildrenidon'tsee

him stayingaway...Hecouldn'tcontrolhimselfwith

ChaseandDiamond

Linda:Atleastyourbraincanfunction,canyousee

howmuchyouneedcounselling?Youneedtohavea

planandsolvethispuzzlefast.Andwithouthurting

Amane...Idon'tunderstandwhatwithyoutwo,she

had2kidswithhim behindyourbackandnowyou're

doingthesameifitwaspossibleyoutwowould

wanttomarryhim.Batsileomonatethatane

bathong?

Amanda:(smiled)Skabotsatogaorejoina,gago

itelwetelwehelamogoBatman,oneelaorgasm e

nngwejaanayoujustcryosaitsegoreollelaeng

Linda:(laughed)Mxm kooreyoucanjokennake

tenegile?

Amanda:(laughed)Whenshedumpedhim ayakogo

DifeiwaslikethankGod,butthenknowingDifei

knewshewasn'tgoingtolastthere...Iknewit,leha
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gotweoratamadi,gaoleketsedicka

tshwaagetsengyou'llneverstopthinkingaboutit.

Linda:OkaeneDife?Isawhim withsomeChinese

girltwice

Amanda:They'realwaystogether,ithinkthey're

datingorsomething.

Linda:(laughed)KwalemmagorayagoreDifehasa

bigblackdik

Amanda:(laughed)Thegirlisprobablymoaningand

twistingwithhishugethinginsideherakeresheis

usedtotinierones

Theycrackedlaughing...

Attherestaurant...

BameapproachedthetablewhereBasiwashavinga

drinkwhileBatsileleanedoverthetablewithhis

headshovedintohisfoldedarms...
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Hepulledthechairandsatdownthenhepickedthe

coldbottleofbeerandpoppedthelidasBatsile

liftedhisheadwithalongface..

Bame:What'sgoingon?

Basi:Tinashe'ssisterisreadytodonate,about3his

hissistersaregroupobuttheonecurrentlyin

Botswananowisjust1.

Batsile:Hewantsamillion

Bame:Watsenwaelegore?Doeshethinkwehavea

treemoney?Offerhim 100ktakeitorleaveit.

Basi:100kistoosmalliwasthinkingmorelike300K

buthesayshesaid200K,

Bame:And?

Batsile:Itoldhim that'sallihavehopinghe'dhave

nochoicebuttoagree.

Bame:Tinasheisfullofjokesdidn'thesayheis

brokeandflatmonthsbackwhenyouguysmet
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monthsago?Hewasdesperateformoneyandnow

herefuses200k?

Basi:Ithinkhewillbegettingsomethingfrom her

sincehefoundusandthesisterwillprobablyget

around150kwhichisnotbad.

Batsile:I'm lookingatthemedicalexpenses,kana

bothherandAmanewillbeinaprivatehospitalandi

willbepayingsoitsonlyfairtheyget200Kbecause

I'llbepayingforbothoftheirhospitalbills.

Basi:True,itsgoingtocostyouanarm andaleg....

Bame:200kenemmeoteng?

Batsile:No,iwantedtosellmycarandgetaloan

throughthecompany.

Bame:Ok...

Batsile'sphonerangthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Tinashe:Mysisteragreedto200Kbutyoukilledus
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mybrother.

Batsile:Iknowbossbutifthisgoesthroughihave

medicalexpenses,I'm supposedtomakesureyour

sisterrecoverstoo.Ican'tjustdiscardherlikea

usedtissue,shedeservesgoodmedicalcaresoshe

cangetbackinshape.

Sister:(inthebackground)Hehasapoint,I'm so

scaredidon'twanttodie.Iwantpropercare.

Tinashe:Ididn'tthinkaboutthat,iguessit'sagood

deal.

Batsile:Whencanwegoforthetest?

Tinashe:wearereadynow,ifyourwifeisreadywe

cango

Batsile:Wedon'tneedher,theyalreadyhaveher

samplesthere.Peoplewerejustgoingtheretobe

testedwithouther.

Tinashe:Great,letmegetready.

Batsile:Thankyou.
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Hehungupandputhishandstogetherlikehewas

praying,heclosedhiseyesforasecondandthey

stooduphugging...

Atthehospital....

Lateronthebrotherswalkedinthedoctorsoffice

withTinasheandhersister...

Thedoctorwalkedinandclosedthedoorbefore

sittingdown.

Doctor:Hi,onemorefamilymember?

Batsile:Afamilyfriend

Doctor:You'renotallowedtogetanorgantransplant

from astranger.

Batsile:I'm confused

Doctor:Youcannotgetanorganfrom someonewho
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isnotfamily.Rememberthiswillbefacilitatedby

morethanjustme,thisoperationwillbetakingplace

inIndia.

Batsile:India?!Ithought-

Doctor:It'snotjustmydecision,thestateisvery

strictwhenitcomestothisbecausethey'reavoiding

blackmarkettradingofhumanorgans.Youcannot

exchangemoneyforanorgantransplant.

Batsile:Wearenotpayingher

Doctor:Ifyoucanprovesheisfamilythenwecan

proceed.

Batsile:Ok...

ThebrothersstoodupandwalkedoutasTinashe

andhissisterwalkedout.Basipausedwalking...

Basi:Areyoumarried?

Her:No
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Thebrotherslookedatoneanother,shelookedat

herbrotherandhelookedbackatthebrothers...

Basi:BameBatsileandiaremarried...Shehastobe

family..Ifsheisaperfectmatchthenshehastobe

family,shehastobehersister.

BamelookedatBasireluctantlythenhelookedat

Batsile'slongdesperateface...

Bame:Ok,let'sgotalktothedoctor.Ifhecan

confirm sheisaperfectmatchthenI'm game.Re

taadivorcerafterthesuccessofthetransplant...is

thatOK?

Tinashe:Yeah,that'sgood.Let'sgo...

Bame:Agobotseale1,thedoctormaynotfeel

comfortabletoagreetothisdealwithalotofpeople

intheoffice.

Basi:I'lltalktohim amotesterthenwemakeher

familyandproceed.
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Basiturnedandwalkedbackinthedoctor'soffice.

Basi:(satdown)Doc,ihaveaquestion...Wouldthis

workifyouweretotestherjusttoconfirm ifindeed

sheisaperfectmatchthenwecomebackasfamily?

Ihopeyougetme..Canitwork?
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Atthehospital...

Doctor:Organtransplantisaverysensitiveissuein

Botswana.Theywantpeoplewhoarebloodrelated

likesiblingsbutthereareexceptionslikethe

relationshipbetweenspouses...

Basi:Spousescandonateforoneanother?Ohthat's

goodthen,whichmeanssisterinlawscanhelpone

anotherright?Wearenotpayingheroranything.

Justafamilymemberhelpingout.

Doctor:Shedoesn'tevensoundlikeaMotswana,it's

goingtobesuspiciousespeciallyifyougetmarried

nowthennextmonthwetalkabouttheoperation.

Blackmarkettradingoforganshasmadethings

difficultforpeopletohelponeanother

Basi:Sowhatareyousaying?It'simpossiblefor

sisterstohelponeanother?
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Doctor:You'reaskingmetoturnablindeyetoa

possiblesellingoftheorganandican'triskmy

licencelikethatbutididn'thearanythingabout

whateversoiwilljustsaythis,yesfamilymembers

candonateforoneanother.Withasituationlikethis

wherebypeoplehavejustgottenmarriedchances

arelittletononebutiguessit'sworthatryifyou

omitafewdetails.I'm notalawyerbutIt'sillegalto

buyorsellanorganthat'swhythegovernment

regulatesthis.Ifyou'replanningtoexchangemoney

justknowthatyou'rebreakingthelaw.Thelaw

protectsvulnerablepeoplefrom beingtaken

advantageoff.It'snotjustBotswana,it'sillegalto

buyanorgananywhereintheworld.

Basi:Iunderstandthatbutwearenotbuying,sheis

oursister.Sheisdatingmybrotherandtheybeen

planningtogetmarried.Infacttheweddingisnext

week.

Doctor:(sighed)OK,therewillbeassessmentandI

wishyouluck.Theoperationwillbedoneoutsidethe

country,I'm notsureifitwillbeIndiaorChina,those

arethecountriesBotswanaworkswithalot
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concerningkidneytransplants.

Basi:Andifthisfails?

Doctor:IonceheardsomeonediditinSouthAfrica,

theywerenotrelatedmmeeleBatswanaandwitha

fewsecretnumberstheymanagedthoughthey

riskedgettingoperatedinabackdoorenvironment.

Basi:Isee,SouthAfricadealwillbethelastresort

then.

Doctor:Youdidn'thearthatfrom methough

Basi:Ofcoursenot,afriendofminetoldmeaboutit.

Doctor:Great.Arewedone?

Basi:Wearedone,thankyoudoctor.

Theyshookhandsthenhewalkedout.....

Intheparkinglot...

Minuteslatertheywalkedtowardstheircarstalking...
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Tinashe:Sowhat'sthewayforward?

Bame:DoesSophiahavevalidpaperwork?

Tinashe:Yes

Batsile:TinasheithinkSophiashouldstartspeaking

forherselfnow...Sheisalwaysquiet.

Sophia:Ihaveavalidpassport.

Bame:Wearegettingmarriedoutofcommunityof

propertyok?

Sophia:Iunderstanditsjustforthepapers.

Tinashe:Andyou'renotgoingtostaytogetheror

interactanyhow.

Basi:Noways,ifwearedoingthiswearedoingit

perfectly.Idon'tdoashabbyjob...Wearebreaking

thelawheresothismustbeexecutedproperly.She

isgoingtospendtimewithhim sotheycanbeable

toknowoneanother.Theymusttelleachother

abouttheirlivesbecauseoncethepoliceget

involvedshewillbeaskedquestionsandasawife

shemustanswerthem.Botswanapolicedoesn't
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playgameswhentheyinvestigate,yourotinthe

interrogationroom untiltheygetthatinformation...

Sophia:Hehasapoint,idon'twanttobearrestedin

people'scountries.

Bame:Ok,somanyaloaspecialke7daysnotice

right?

Batsile:Yeah,

KanakovideocalledthenBasisighedpicking...

Basi:Rebusyreplanerlenyalo

Kanako:(laughed)Letmeseemysisterinlaw

BasiturnedthephoneshowingSophiasfaceasshe

lookeddownembarrassed...

Kanako:Ehkanaifthisisgoingtobelegitthenyou

mustweargownsandshit,takepicturesofthe



Iam

weddinggonnemurrrhelasentedaedee...Kerayaif

youreallywanttoconvincetheworld.

Bame:Kanakenalegirlfriendnyanalengwana

Basi:Noneedforabigeventthough,wejusttake

picturesandkeepthem safelywithoutpostingthem.

Wekeepthem foronlyifthepoliceaskforthem or

something.

Kanako:Ok,great.Mmehelatheymustgettoknow

oneanother

Bame:Doyouhaveaboyfriend?

ShelookedatTinashe,helookedatherwithalong

faceandforcedasmileputtinghisarm overher

shoulder..

Tinashe:Shedoesn'thaveaboyfriend

Bame:Alright,whodoesshestaywith?

Tinashe:Withme

Basi:Shewillmoveinwithhim right?InBotswana
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youregisterfirstifyouwanttogetmarriedthenthe

publicisinformedandyournamesarepostedona

publicnoticesothatifyouhaveagirlfriendor

promisedanyonemarriagetheycanstopthe

wedding.IfnobodysaysanythingthentheDCwill

process...

Tinashe:Jesusthepublicisnotified?

Bame:Yeah.Andwhenyougotoregisteryouneed

witnessesandyou'llbeaskedquestions.Isuspectit

mightnotbeeasywithherbeingaforeignerbutwe

reallyneedtospendtimetogetherforthisistowork.

Batsile:Lennajaanongifeelshemustmoveinwith

him ortheymustmeetdaily.Koorepeopleshouldn't

beshockedwhentheyhearthatthey'remarried.

Batswanalikepeople'sbusinessesandwehave

Amanda...Sheisalawyershemightstartasking

questions.Ijustdon'ttrustAmanda

Bame:True,soshemovesinwhen?Lenyalokenext

weekkana

ShelookedatTinashe,helookedbackatherand
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swallowed...

Tinashe:(toher)Whendoyouthinkisthebesttime?

Sophia:AnytimeisOK

Bame:Ok,let'sexchangethenumbersthenI'llcome

pickyouupwifey.

TheguyslaughedwhileTinashelookeddownwitha

longface,Sophiarubbedhisarm thenhesnapped

outofitandfakedasmile...

Batsile:Andguys,idon'twantAmaneknowing

anythingaboutthis.Shewouldn'tallowustogo

throughallthistroublejustforher.Eventhemoneyi

don'twantherknowingI'm doingthisuntilI'm done.

Basi:Don'tworryaboutthe200K,I'llpop100K,iwon

thattendertosupplythegovernmenthospitalswith

fishsowearegood.

Batsile:No,you'renotgettingyourfamilyindebts
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becauseofme.Amanewouldneverstopfeeling

guilty.

Bame:I'llpop70Kthen,it'sthesavingsfrom when

Basigaveusoursharesfrom thefarm.

Batsile:Againguysno,igotthis.Savethatforwhen

thereareemergencies..

Tinashewatchedtheguystalkingaboutpoppingthe

thousandslikeitwascoins,peopleneedtobe

gratefulfortheirblessings.Thehighestamounthe

everheldwas5Kandhecouldn'tevenimaginehow

that200Kwouldlook.HeandSophiawould

definitelyberichandstartthedream business...

Basi:Okguystherestwewilldiscussalone.Sofor

nowwenagopickyourwifeandsitdown,talkabout

yourselves.Telleachothereverythingbecause

tomorrowwearegoingtotheDCofficeandtheywill

beaskingyouquestions.

Bame:Great
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Batsile:Tinashethanksalotofhelpingout.

Tinashe:Thanksboss.

Batsilegotinhiscaranddroveoff,Basitoothen

Bameunlockedhiscarandgotin,Tinashelookedat

Sophiawhowasconfusedastowheretosit..

Bame:Getinthefrontwifey,(laughed)Thisisyour

seatnow

Tinashe:Getin..

Shegotinthefrontseatthenhegotintheback

seat...

Bame:You'lldirectmeright?

Tinashe:Sureboss

Bameswitchedthemusiconandsighedwhile
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Tinasheleanedbackandsadlylookedoutthe

window.

AtTinashe'shouse...

Tinashe'sheartpoundedasthecardrovethrough

thegateandparkedinfrontoftheironeroom,Bame

remainedinthecarwhiletheygotout.

Sophiatookoutthekeysfrom herhandbagand

unlockthedoorwhileTinashestoodbyfoldinghis

arms.Heturnedandlookedatthecarhisboss's

brotherwasdriving...Indeed,somemenaremore

menthanothers.

Shesteppedinthenhefollowedherandclosedthe

door,shequietlypackedherlittlebagthenhe

grabbedherarm andturnedheraroundasthey

huggedforoverfiveminutes.Tearsfilledhiseyes

thenhebrokedownholdinghertightlyandkissed
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herlips...

Tinashe:Don'tfallforhim...I'm scaredyou'llnever

comeback.

Sophia:Iwon't...

Hehuggedheragainandsecretlyrubbedhiseyes

thenhecuppedherandkissedher...

Tinashe:Callmeifanythinghappens.

Sophia:Iwill...

Hesatonthecouchandwatchedasshepacked

thenhepickedherbagandledherout,Bame

steppedoutandgotthebagfrom him.

Bame:Ok,it'snotabigbag.
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Heputitinthebootandclosedthedoor,Tinashe

lookedatBame...He'dneverfeltlessofamanthan

now...

Tinashe:Pleasetakecareofmysister,don'ttake

advantageofher.

Bame:Mygoalismybrother'shappinessinthis

wholescenario.Iwouldn'tjeopardisethatfor

anything...(smiledandwinked)Iwouldn'tdo

anythingwithherthatshedoesn'twantmetodo

that'sforsure.

TinasheforcedasmileatthejokethenBame

openedthedoorforher,shegotinthenheclosed

thedoorandjumpedinhiscar.

Bame:Cheersman.

Tinashe:Sure...(toher)Bye

Sophia:Bye
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HedroveoffasTinasheswallowedandstoodthere

staringatthecaruntilitdisappeared....

*

*

*

Thebonussponsorwillbepostedshortlyplease

makesureyoutakepartforustogetthebonuson

time.Likeandleaveacomment.

*

*

*
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AtBame'sHouse..

BameunlockedthedoorcarryingSophia'sbagand

walkedinasshefollowedhim..

Bame:Comein...

Shenoticedalittleboy'spairofshoesatthecorner,

atoygunandschoolbooksonthetable.

Bame:Come...

Theywalkedintheotherbedroom thenheputher

bagonthechair,heremovedthespidermansheets

hehadboughtforTshidiandfoldedthem...
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Bame:Thisroom wasbeingusedbymyson...Heis

notmysonbiologicallybutheismysonandwhen

hecomeshereiexpectyoutotreathim withlove

andrespect.Hismotherandihavealittlething

goingon...Sheisamarriedwomanandsheis

gettingdivorced.Wedon'tstaytogetherbutTshidi

prefersstayingwithmesoduringtheweekendshe

comesoverandleavesonSunday.Sometimeshe

takesthewholeweekhere,it'slikehissecond

home...Attimeshecomeshereafterschool.I

expecthim anytimebecausehisschoolisnotfar

from here...(laughed)Hecanevenshowupatmy

office(theylaughed)Heiscrazylikethat,please

lovemysonsowecaninteractwell.

Sophia:You'reaverysweetman...Ineverthought

therearemenwhocanlovechildrenwhoaren't

theirs.

Bame:AnyonewhomeetsTshidiwouldlovehim.He

remindsmeofmegrowingup...AnywayssoI'm

goingtotellhim thatyou'remyhousehelperuntili

canfindbetterwords.Thisboyreallylovesmeand
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wearebestfriends.Hethinksofmeashisfatherso

idon'twanttohurthim withallthese...Fornow

you'rethehousehelper.

Sophia:Ok,idon'tmindthatatall.Whateverworks

forthisarrangement

Bame:Cool,cometothekitchen.

Theywalkedtothekitchen...

Bame:Thisisthekitchen,youcancookwhatever

youwant...Idon'tcookveryoften

Sophia:Ilikecooking

Bame:ThankGodI'm marryingawomanwholikes

cooking(theylaughed)Doyouhavechildren?

Sophia:No,idon'twantchildrenuntilI'vefounda

stableplaceandjob.

Bame:Anyqualifications?

Sophia:I'm asignlanguageteacher
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Heturnedaroundandlookedather..

Bame:Stoplying!Areyouaqualifiedteacher?

Sophia:(laughed)yes,it'shardtofindajobasa

translator.Idon'tknowwhyipickedsuchacourse

butyeah...

Bame:Butyoucanstartyourownonlinetutorials,

therearesomanypeoplewhowanttolearnsign

language.Batsilehashire3deafpeoplealready,

someemployeesarestruggling.Hehimselfis

strugglingtounderstandmaybeyoucanoffer

lessonswithalittlefee,onceyourstudentsincrease

you'llgetmoremoney.Maybeyoucanevenstart

signlanguagetutorialschoolwithyourkidney

money.

Sophia:Ididn'tthinkofthat...It'sagreatidea

especiallyyadionlinetutorials

Bame:IhaveWiFitoosoyoucangetstarted.I'll

spreadthewordforyou
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Sophia:Thankyou...

Hefoldedhisarmslookingather,shewasfit...The

kindofwomenhelikes...Shewasbeautifulandshe

dresseddifferent,nothinglongand"mature"...Justa

floraldressaboveherknees...Manthisgirlwas

beautiful!Hereyeswereasclearasmilkandshe

haddarkthickhair...PearlThusikindofhair..

Bame:Howcomeyoudon'thaveaboyfriend?

Beautifulgirlsalwayshaveboyfriends.

Sophia:I'm notluckyiguess

Bame:You'retoobeautiful...Whatareweeating

wifey?

Sophia:Idon'tknowhubby...Let'smesee

Theylaughedassheopenedthefreezer...

Sophia:Thereisnomeat.
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Bame:Let'sgograbsomethingtoeat,wewillget

grocerieswhenwegetback.

Sophia:Ok,letmefreshenup.

Bame:sure..

Shegotinherroom andgotherbathingsetthenshe

tookaquickshowerandchangedherclothes,she

smiledfixinghermakeupandputonasimpledress

beforewalkingout.

Hepauseddrinkingfrom aglassandstaredather

foramomentthenheputtheglassdownand

reachedouttoher,shegavehim herhandconfused

thenhesmiledandwalkedoutholdingherhand.

Bame:Wantshwanelagore...Ketsamaiwake

bogogadijwaZimbabwewaitse.Ithinkmy

ancestorsaretalkingtome...

Sophia:(laughed)Kautwasetswanasmallernyana.I

knowwhatyousaidthoughican'tspeakit
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Bame:(laughed)Lonakeleratelagorelea

participatahagoiwadaedee.Whatdidisay?

Shesmiledconfusedtryingtofigureitoutbuther

smilejustturnedhim onandhelaughedwalkingout.

Bame:Don'tworry,Setswanaiseasierwhenyou

learnitthroughpillowchats..

Sophia:(laughed)I'm notpillowchattingwithyou.

Bame:Firstofallyou'remywife!

Sophia:(laughed)Bameforgetit!

Bame:Pleasewifey

Theylaughedgettinginthecarthenhedroveoff....

AtTinashe'sHouse....

LateronTinashesadlyhammeredthecorrugated
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ironsheetsmakingametalbath,thethoughtof

spendinganightwithoutherwavedhis

concentrationandhehammeredhisfinger...

Tinashe:Uhhhhhh!

Hedroppedthehummerandsteppedbackshoving

hishandbetweenhislegsasblooddrippedonthe

ground....

AtBatsile'sHouse....

MeanwhileChasesatonthecouchwatchingTV

whilehissiblingsplayedonthecarpet...

Lelentlethrewaballandhithisbrotheronthe

foreheadthenheheldhisforeheadashisfacial

expressionchanged,heburstintotearsandwalked

upstairscrying...
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Losika:(crying)I'm goingtotellmama

Chase:Sikamamaisresting,shesaiddon'tdisturb...

Comeback...

Losika:I'm going!

Hedroppedtheremoteandranupstairscatching

him justbeforehecouldreachforthelock.

Chase:Don'tdisturbmama

Losika:Lelehitme!

Chase:Let'sgo,I'lldealwithher...GodownstairsI'm

coming...

LosikawalkeddownstairswithapoutthenChase

turnedaroundandopenedthedoorlookingathis

motherjusttocheckifshewasasleep.Shelooked

motionlessfrom wherehewasstandingand

somethingwasn'trightaboutthewayherheadtilted
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from thepillowandjustdroppedbesidesthepillow..

Aboutaminutepassedwhilehestoodtherestaring..

Chase:(softly)Mama?(alittlelouder)MAMA?

Hisheartpoundedasheslowlywalkedover,he

stoodbythebedandlookedatherthenBatsile

walkedincarryingLelentle...

Batsile:What'sgoingon?

HenoticedAmaneandslowlyputdownthebaby..

Batsile:Gooutside

Shewalkedoutthenheclosedthedoorandhurried

over,heturnedheraroundandputhisfingeroverher
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necktocheckherpulsewhileChasestoodby

staring..

*

*

Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm tonight.

*

*

"
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

Batsileclenchedhisteethandfeltherfaintpulse...

Batsile:SheisOK...Gethermedicalcardsand

handbag...

Batsilewetthewashingragandcleanedherupthen

hechangedherclothesanddialedthedoctorwith

thephonetrappedbetweenhisshoulderandcheek...

Doctor:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,mywifeis...Idon'tknowwhat'swrong

withher,sheisreallyweak.Wearecomingtothe

hospitalnow.Areyouthere?
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Doctor:Yes,I'llinform theemergencydeskyou'reon

thewaysotheycanassist.

Batsile:Thankyou...

Chaserandowntothelivingroom carryingthe

children'sshoesandgotdownononekneehelping

hisbabysisterputonhershoes...

Chase:Neyney?Putonyourshoesandgotothe

car..Sikaputonyourshoes,hurry!

BatsilewalkeddowncarryingAmaneandheadedto

thegaragewhereheputheronthepassengerseat

whileChasehandedhim thebag...

Batsile:Iwantyoutoremainhomewiththekids.

Theycan'tcometothehospital,auntSummerwill

comegetyou

Chase:Iwanttoseeifmamawillgethelp



Iam

Batsile:IpromiseI'llcallyouandtellyouhowsheis

doing.Don'tletthechildreninthekitchen...You're

theoldestthatmeansyou'retheadultandif

anythinghappenstothem it'sonyou.

Chase:I'm agoodbabysitterandicanhandlebo

nnake.Theylistentome

Batsile'seyesburnedwitheyesthenherubbedhis

boy'shead..

Batsile:I'lllockthegate.Takecareofthechildren.

Chase:Ok...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoutofthegarageas

Chasetearfullylookedathismother'sheadtilted

inside.Heturnedbackasthekidsplayedaround

unawareofwhatwasgoingon.Hewenttothe

kitchenandlockedthedoorthenhesatonthe

couchandquietlywatchedTV....
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AtBasimane'sHouse...

Basisatonthecouchwatchingwrestlingwhile

Summersatontheplasticchairpressingherphone

asheundidherhairdroppingthebraidedhairinto

theplastic...

Basi:Koorehowmucham igoingtogetforundoing?

Summer:Igaveyoukids,whatmoredoyouwant

from me?

Basi:(laughed)That'snotfair!

Hisphonerangthenhepicked.

Basi:Hello?(leapedupholdingtheneedle)What?Is

sheOK?...Areyouserious?SheisflyingtoGPHnow?

Foryonedialysismachineor?...Ok,I'llbethereina

minute...No,I'm comingover.Shap
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Hehungupandputdowntheneedle...

Basi:Ican'tbelievewearestrugglinglikethiswhen

Amane'smothercouldjusthelpherdaughter.

Summer:Wherearethechildrenwhenallthisis

happening?Kebatagoyagotsayabana,bakae?

Basi:Hesaysthey'realone,willyougetthem?

Summer:Ok...

Basi:Letmecheckyourcarbeforeigo...

Basiputonat-shirtandtookhercarkeysthenhe

walkedinthegarage,openedhercarandchecked

herpaddleextensionsshakingthem tocheckifthey

werefiddlingoranythingthenhestrappedherseat

boosterandcheckedherfootrestblock...He

checkedheroilsandeverythingelsebeforegoing

backandthrowingherthekeys.

Basi:Callmeifyouneedanything.
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Summer:Ok,updatemeaboutAmane.

Basi:Ok...

Hehurriedoutanddroveoff....

AtAmanda'sHouse....

LaterthatnightAmandasatonthebedandtookher

lactationinducingpills,shestoodupandlookedat

herbreastsonthemirror...Thepressurewas

increasingandhernippleswerenowsensitive,they

weregettingbiggerandbigger...

Shetookoutherbabybagandsatdownadmiring

thetinyclothesthenherphonerang...

Amanda:Hello?Areyousure?....Whathappened?

WasitreallyBatsile?...Whereisshe?(putherhand

overherchestandgasped)Pleasetellmeyou're
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kidding...Thanksfortellingme...Bye

ShehungupanddialedBatsile...

Batsile:(lowvoice)Hello?

Amanda:Ijustheardwhathappened,I'm sorry.

Batsile:I'm notstrongenough...Ican'ttalktothe

phone.Pleaseexcuseme

Amanda:Wherearethechildren?

Batsile:Ileftthem athome.Bye.

Shehungupandputonherclothesthensheleft

dialingLinda....

Linda:Hello?

Amanda:GatweAmaneothokagetse

Linda:(coveredhermouth)ohLord,whathappened?
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Amanda:ThisgirlatthehospitalsaysBatsilearrived

withherandshediedthere.I'm goingtotheirhouse

tokeepthechildrencompanyuntilthefamilyand

closerelativesarrivetoarrangedidtheburial.

Linda:Yeahthat'sagoodidea...Bye.Illcallyoulet

mecallmamaandtellher.

Shehungupanddroveoff....

Atthefarm...

OnthesamenightAmane'sgrandfatherfrozeontop

ofhiswifeastheybothbreathedheavily,hereleased

himselfinsideherasshesighedrubbinghisbackas

theradioplayed..

Heleanedbackandlaidnexttohiswifeasshelaid

herheadonhischest,theylaidinthedarkcalmly

caressingoneanotherlistingtoPhuthadichaba

curiousaboutthatnight'stopic.RreDithathocalled
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theradioandtheysmiledcurioustohearhistake

thentheoldlady'sphoneinterruptedthesignal

wavesringing.

Him:Whocallsstthistime?

Her:Maybeit'sanemergency,ngwanangwanakea

skabealwalathentate..

Sheleanedoverandpicked..

Her:Hello?

Amane'smother:WhencanigetAmane'sdeath

certificate,iinsuredherwhenifoundoutshemight

die.

Her:(heartskipped)Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Amane'smother:I'm tellingyoutotalktoyoursonin

lawaboutthedeathcertificate.Idon'twanttotalkto

Batsilebecauseihearheisviolentandheattacked

myhusbandbecauseofAmane.Ijustwanttoknow
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ifyou'llmanagetogetmehercertificatesoican

claim myinsurance

Amane'sgrandmothercutthecallandsatupdialing

Batsile...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

MeanwhileSummersteppedoutwiththechildren

andwaitedasChaselockedthedoor,Amanda

parkedthecarandsteppedoutthenshewalkedover

tearfully...

Amanda:Whereareyoutakingthem?

Summer:Tomyhouse,I'm babysittingthem

Amanda:Shouldn'tthechildrenbeathomefortheir

mother'smemorialservicessotheycangetclosure

Summer:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Iam

Amanda:Youdon'tknow?

Summer:Knowwhat?

Amanda:Amaneislate..

Summercoveredhermouthandlookedbackto

makeChasedidn'thearthatbutheswallowed

lookingatSummer...

Chase:(shakyvoice)Mamaisdead?

Summerwalkedoverandhuggedhim

Atthehospital....

LaterthatnightBatsilesignedsomemedicalforms

andslidthem backasthereceptioniststamped

them andputthem aside.
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Her:Thankyou

Batsile:Thankyou

BatsilewalkedoutasBasigotupfrom thecouch

andfollowedhim outsidethebuilding.

Underthecoldbreezeofachillyfullmoonnightthe

brotherswalkedtowardstheparkinglotasBatsile

lookeddownfoldingapaper...

Basi:Whatdidtheysay?

Batsile:Kidneyfailure....Nowshecan'tsurviveawee

withoutadialysismachineandit'sonlyavailablein

Gaboronewhichmeansihavetomovemywhole

familythereuntilshehasfoundakidney.Kahathe

waitinglistyadidonorsissolongandpeopleare

notdonatingorgansyetyoucan'tpayanyoneto

donate.MyonlyavailableoptionyagaSophiais

goingtotakeforevertoevenkickstartbecauseit

involvesgettingmarriedfirst...Iclearlydon'thave
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thatmuchtime.

HestoppedandlookedatBasi...

Batsile:Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore,I'velostall

mystrength...Ican'tlosemywife,whatam igoing

todowiththechildren?

Hisphonerangthenherubbedhiseyesandpicked..

Batsile:Hello?

Amane'sgrandmother:Sonwhydidn'tyoutellme

mygranddaughterislate?HowcanAmane'smother

knowfirst?Andnowsheisaskingfordeath

certificatefrom mekawenawagotshaba.

Batsile:Amaneislate?Shouldn'tthehospitalhave

calledmefirst?
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Batsilehungupanddialedthehospitalashisheart

pounded....

*

*

*

*

*
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Onthehospitalparking...

BasicuriouslystoodbylookingatBatsileashe

talkedtothephone,Bamepulledoverandstepped

outleavingSophiainthecar...

Bame:What'sgoingon?

Basi:AmaneflewtoGabsforanimmediatedialysis

thingybutnowhergrandmotherjustcalledsaying

sheislate..

Bame'sheartskippedasheturnedlookingatBatsile

talkingtothephone.Basi'sphonerangthenhe

steppedasideandpicked...
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Basi:Shosho

Summer:Whydidn'tyoutellmeAmaneislate

Basi:Whotoldyousheislateronaresaitse?

Summer:Amandaishereandsheismakingcalls

tellingpeoplewhathappened.

Basi:AsfarasIknowAmaneisinGaboroneright

probablyheadingtothedialysismachine.

Summer:Confirm ifsheisOKbecauseChaseis

cryinglegoneAmandaophantshahelahapelega

ngwana.WaitsennaI'llneverunderstandthis

woman.Iusedtothinksheisgoodbutkeipotsaif

sheislosinghermind.Iusedtorespectherandlook

uptohernowidon'tknowtota.

Basi:Sheislosingherselfnnagareitsesepeabout

thatdeath.Tellhertostopspreadinglies.

Summer:Ok,letmetalktoChase.

Basi:Bye

HehungupandsighedwalkingbackjustasBatsile
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hungup...

Batsile:Sheisonthedialysismachine,iwantto

driveoverthereandarriveinthemorning.

Bame:Whydon'tyoujustcatchaflightinthe

morning,ticketgaethatbad.

Batsile:I'm tryingtosave,I'lluselessthanhalfof

thatbydrivingbesideswhenigetthereillneedthe

cardriveheraround...Shelikesgoingfordrives.It

reducesthestress

Basi:Makessensegapeyouhaveamajoroperation

comingup.

Bame:Ok,canwrtestSophia?Kanakgantelewe

shouldhavejusttestedherbeforeproceeding

becausemaybetissueswon'tmatchandwemight

needTinashe'sothersister.

Basi:Let'sgoinandgettested.

Batsile:NnakeatsamayakoGaborone.Otaasalale

banaakere?
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Basi:sure

Thebrothersleanedoverputtingtheirarmsoverone

anothershouldersastheirheadstouched.Basitook

ashortprayerthentheyfistbumpedandparted....

Atthehospital....

LateronAmaneturnedherheadslowlylookedatthe

dialysismachine,shelookedatthetubesconnected

toherandlookedattheceiling...She'dneedtositon

thismachineatleast3daysinaweek...Thismeant

movingherbusinesshere,that'sifshe'dbeableto

keepthiscompanyrunning...Cookinghadbecome

impossiblewithhetweakbody.Howisthislife...

Spendinghoursinahospital3daysinaweek...She

liftedherhandandlookedatit,shecouldn'teven

recogniseherself...Allthatwasleftwasashadowof

whosheusedtobe.Deathseemedlikesomething

thatwouldgiveherpeacebutthelookonher

children'sfaces...Thekindoflifeshekneworphans
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gothroughandwhoknowsmaybeBatsile'snewwife

wouldchasethem out...Hersonswouldturninto

criminalsandherdaughtersbeslavesofabusive

men...IfonlyGodcouldkeepherlongenoughforher

lastborntobe18atleast...

Atearrandownthecornerofhereyesasthe

dialysismachinepumpedandcleanedhersystem.

Shestilldidn'tunderstandwhyhermothercouldn't

makethisonesacrificeforher...Herownmother

hatedhersomuchshecouldn'tdonateakidney...

Sheknewhermotherwouldn'ttodoitifshewasa

matchbutknowingshewasrightaboutitbrokeher

heart.Herlipstrembledassheputherhandoverher

facecrying...Allthiscouldhavebeenavoidedhad

hermotherabortedher...Havingamotherlikeher

wassuchaheavyburdenbecausesheitwashardto

acceptyourownmotherdoesn'tloveyou...

Shereachedoverthetableandpickedherphone

thensheloggedinFacebook.Amanda'spostcaught
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herattention..ItwasapictureofherandAmandaon

adatebackinthedays.

"Youandihavehadfightsbutwealwaysfoundour

waybacktooneanother.Iam heartbrokenbecausei

hadhopethatonedayyou'llreachthetopofthe

kidneywaitinglistbutunfortunatelyGodhadhis

plans.Heavengainedanangel.IhopeIwillbea

goodaunttoyourchildren.RIP"

Theposthadover1Klikesandcommentswithrest

inpeace.Herheartskippedasshereadthrough,

wasshereallydead?Shelookedaroundand

touchedherface...Coulditbepossiblethatwhen

you'redeadyou'reabletoseeeveryonebutinvisible.

Wasshelosinghermind?ShecheckedBatsile's

timelineandtherewasanewpost...

"Dearfriendsandfamilypleasestopsharingmy

wife'spictureswiththerestinpeacemessages.My

wifeisaliveandwell.Iwouldappreciateifour
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privacycanberespectedduringthisdifficulttimes.

Yesmywifehasbeenstrugglingwithakidney

diseasebutwearehopefulandthereisafamily

memberwhoisaperfectmatch.WithGodonour

sidethetransplantwillbeasuccess.Mywifeisalive

andIwillfightwitheverythingihavetokeepher

alive.Thankyou"

Shesighedinreliefandrubbedhertearsthenshe

tookapictureofherselfandcommentedonhis

status...

Amane:(withapicture)Thismotivatesmetobe

stronger,thedialysismachineisn'tthatbad.

Shecommentedandwenttoherwallwhichwas

floodedwithrestinpeaceposts,shepostedher

pictureandcaptionedit.

Amane:Forthesakeofmychildrenandhusband
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whoisfightingwitheverythingtogivemegood

healthIwillmakeit.Aspecialthankyoutoeveryone

whoisprayingformyfamily.Godblessyou.Ke

santsekeletengditsala,saveyourrestinpeacefor

whenmyhusbandannouncesmydeath.

Shepostedanddialedhergrandmother...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandabrushedherteethandheadedto

thebedroom whereshegotinbedandpickedher

phone.Sheclickedonfacebookandfrownedlooking

atBatsile'spost,hermouthdroppedthenshe

coveredheritwithherhand.Shereadthe

comments..

Comment:Exakasisterinlawyagagoepalame

ditankacelebrating.

Comment2:AmandaisaBotswanaversionofthe
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Nigerianbloodsister.I'm gladidon'thavesiblings,

kedinoga.

Comment:Thisissad,afterreadingAmanda's

announcementialsopostedrestinpeacebecausei

thoughtitwastrue.MrMotsumiiapologisedgo

latolaMmaMotsumikesenabosupi.

Comment:Franconeakwalapinaalebilemmeyo

mongwejaana.

Comment:IjustsawMrsMotsumi'spostaswell.I'm

oneofthepeoplewhopostedrestinpeacebutonly

becauseithoughtthesisterwastellingthetruth.It

seemsyourwifeisfightingalotofnegativity,you

twomustpraytogetherifyou'renotalready.We

thankGodthatsheisalive.

SheclosedthepostandclickedonAmane'shospital

picturethenshedeletedherpostanddialedthe

receptionist...

Her:Hello?
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Amanda:Amaneisalive,whydidyoulietome?

Her:Sheis?WelostapatienttodayIthoughtitwas

herbecauseitwasrightaftershearrivedinthe

hospital.Iam sorryma'am.

Amanda:YoumademeembarrassmyselfandI'm

suremysisterwillneverforgivemeletaloneBatsile.

ThewholeworldthinksI'm awitchwhowishes

deathuponhersiste.Ididn'tevenaskyoutoupdate

meabeoutwahelagoreompolelemaaka

gompienojaanakeitshotisitsebatho.Howam i

evengoingtofixthis.

Her:IwasjustsharingwithyoubecausewhenIwas

yourreceptionistwewereclose.Iwasjustshocked

andthoughtI'dsharewithyou.I'm sorry.

Amandahungupandshookherheadtearfullyasher

messengerreceivedattacksfrom Facebook,she

deactivatedheraccountandgotundercovercrying.

Howwasshegoingtofacetheworld.Shepickedher

phoneandtextedAmane.
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Amanda:Iam sorryforthatpost,oneofmyformer

receptionisttoldmeyoudiedandijustpanicked.I

shouldn'thavedonethatwithoutprooforatleast

withoutconfirmingfrom Batsile.

Amane:K

Amanda:Pleaseforgiveme.

Amane:Iforgiveyou.Ihopewhenyourkidsare

grownyou'llunderstandandrespectchildren's

feelings.Rightnowyouwon'tunderstandthekindof

painandtortureyou'vemademysongothrough

mmelegalekaotogaonnamotsetsiibilengwana

gaathataverysoonyourdaughterswillbegrown

andyou'llrealisethatchildrenarenotrobots.They

havefeelingsthatmustberespected.Having

childrenisgoingtotameyou,otsilegowela

maikutooithutagobuadilosenteandawayfrom

children.Iforgiveyounnaka,ibelieveyouwhenyou

sayyoudidn'tdoitintentionallybutI'm nothappy

withyourapproachtowardsmychildrenmmelegale

otaathaloganyaoncethosekidsareborn.

Amanda:I'm reallysorry.
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Amane:It'sOK.Ihaveanothercall,bye

Shehungupandlaiddownasthatguiltsetin.Now

sheknewshehadtoreallystayawayfrom hersister

forthesakeoftheirchildrenandeveryoneinvolved.

Shejusthadtoclosethischapterofherlifeand

moveon.

*

*

*

*

*
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Ontheroad....

Around2inthemorningBatsiledrovealongthe

lonelyroadlisteningtomusic,abitofsleepslowed

him downasheblinkedslowlyandflinchedwhile

holdingthesteeringwheel.Herubbedhiseyesand

increasedhisbrightnessashewhooshedpastthe

wildanimalswarningsignwithkudu.

Hisphonerangthenhelookedatthescreen,itwas

hisfather....Helookedatthetimeanditwasalmost

3inthemorning..Wasthereanotheremergency?He

pickedoneoftheairpodsandputitinhisearthen

hepickedthecallandputthephoneontheholder...

Batsile:Hello?
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Him:Howareyou?Howistheroad?

Batsileclenchedhisjawslookingattheroadashe

approachedaherdofcattle,hesloweddownand

passedthroughthem...

Batsile:I'm gettingthere...Ihaveafewhoursleft,

whenshegetsupinthemorningI'llbethere..

Him:Icouldn'tsleepafterhearingyourvoice,you

soundedbroken.Fatheringisanewthingformeand

iworryalotaboutyouandyourwifebutijustcan't

expressmyselfbecauseI'm afraiditmayappear

fake.

Batsile:Thanksforcalling,iwassleepyandialmost

dozedoffbehindthewheel...Idon'tthinkyou'refake,

iknewyouwerethemosthonestpersonI'veever

mettheminuteyoutoldusyouknewwewere

successfulbutyouweretooashamedtoaskfor

anythingbecauseyouabandonedus.Alotofmen

dowhatyoudidandcomebacklaterclaimingthat

themotherwastheproblem andshestoppedthem



Iam

from supportingthechildren.Youdidn'tdo,andi

respectyoubecauseyouneverspeakbadmy

mother.Youacknowledgeallthebadyoudid...I

neverthoughtyou'dbethathumble.Forthati

respectyouandihavenoreasontohateyou.

Him:(smiled)Yourmotherwasgreat,shehadbig

dreamsbutlivinginthefarmsandhavingsomany

childrentotakecareofshecouldn'tdoanything.She

knewshewantedabetterlifebutshecouldn'thave

itsoshedrunkalot.

Batsile:(smiledemotionally)Iknow,sheusedtotell

usherdreamstoo.

Him:I'm sorryforallthetraumaimadeyouboysgo

through,igrewupinanabusivehomeandinsteadof

protectingmyboysfrom thatididthesamething.I

prayyoudon'teverdoanythingI'veeverdone.Isee

thepainyou'regoingthroughwithyourwifeandi

wishiwashalfthemanyou're,stickingwiththe

womanyoulovethroughoutallthechallenges.I

don'tknowifyouhearthisoftenbutyou'reagood

husbandtoyourwifeandyou'reanexcellentfather.
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Batsile:(smiled)Thankspapa

Him:(smiled)Ihaven'theardyoucallmepapain

decades...Sotellmesomething,sengwesonewa

seja?

Batsile'ssmiledembarrassedashedrovealongthe

road...

Batsile:(laughed)Papa!

Him:(laughed)Areyoueatingsomething?

Batsile:(laughed)Yeah,ongooddayswhensheis

feelingbetterwedoitbutsheistooweakandidon't

wanthergettingworsesoitrytolimittheamountof

sex.

Him:Don'tlimitit,ithealshertoo...Untilandunless

shesitsyoudownandtellsyouotherwisegiveitto

her.

Batsile:(smiled)OK..Sohowdidyouandmama

meet?Didyouloveheratfirstsightorit'sthekindof

lovethathappenedovertime?
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Theoldmanlaughedashewentdownthememory

lane,hisairtimefinishedthenBatsilecalledhim

backandtheychattedforhoursasthejourneysped

upwithhim fullyawake...

AtAmanda'sHouse.

ThenextmorningAmandasteppedoutinherformal

wearandknockedonTumi'sdoor...

Tumi:(sleepy)Tsena!

Shewalkedinandpulledachairsittingnexttoher

bedassherubbedhereyesandpinnedherelbow

lookingatAmanda...

Amanda:Goodmorning...So...Ihavearequest...I

understandthatourcontractsaidthatwewillbein
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MaunbutI'm sureyou'reawarethatI'm trendingon

facebook.It'snotjusttheFacebookembarrassment,

it'salotofissuesthatI'm goingthrough...Iwantto

getawayfrom everyoneandstartmylifefresh.I

wanttomovetoGaborone...Iwantedtojustwait

untilyou'vegivenbirthbeforeweareleftwithjust3

monthsbutit'salongtime.Ijustwanttomove...My

goalistobeoutofMaunwhenAmanegets

dischargedfrom thehospital.

Tumi:Idon'tmindakereketheogetseandI'm

carryingyourbabies.Ifyouwantthem inGabsit's

OK.I'vedecidedthatuntiligivebirthI'm yours.Don't

worryaboutme

Amanda:(smiled)Thankyou,you'readarling.Ithink

tomorrowyoushouldhaveyourchildrenoversoyou

canseethem allday,wewillleavesometimesthis

week.Ihavetoarrangemycasesproperly,thisis

goodinawaybecauseI'llbeabletoopenanother

branchinGaborone.I'm readytotaketheworldby

thehorns.KeyagotshelakgakalalebathobaMaun..

Tumi:Ok,gapeithinkitwouldbeniceifpeoplejust

sawyouolemotsetsinotknowingwhathappened,
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theywon'tknowyouusedasurrogate(laughed)ka

ibileyou'regettingfat.

Amanda:(laughed)itsthesideeffectsofthepills

mme,theymakeyougainweight.

Tumi:Tataonamotsetsiyomonte...

TheylaughedasAmandastoodupandleft....

Amanda:Haveagooddaypartner

Tumi:Youtoo!

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

AtBame'sHouse....

OnthesamemorningBamefixedhistielookingat

himselfonthemirrorthenhedialedhisbrotherand

walkedout...
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Batsile:Hello?

Bame:Gawagorogamonna?

Batsile:Kegoneketsenang,justbookedintoaB&B,

I'm takingashowerthenI'm goingtoseeher.

Bame:Cool,yougottheresultsright?Sophiaisa

match...Allthethreebloodtestsareexcellent.

Batsile:Good,thisisgood...NowI'm scaredof

anythinggoingwrong.PleasetakecareofSophia.

Bame:Iwill,mansheisbeautiful...Diditellyoushe

isasignlanguageteacher?Sheisbrilliant.Idon't

knowwhyTinashewasspeakingforherandalways

interruptingher.Sheisveryinteresting

Batsile:WenaotilegonyalakoZimbabwewena

Bame:(laughed)Isn'tthatobvious?

Batsile:(laughed)Mxm youknowwhatimean,ke

rayatherealthing.

Bame:(laughed)Iknowwhatyoumeant,(walkedin

thekitchen)Drivesafely
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Batsile:Sure

HehungupandsmiledlookingatSophiaasshe

dishedin2plates...

Bame:Hi...Ididn'tthinkyou'dwakeupsoearly

Sophia:Thoughtyoumightneedahandinthe

bathroom beforegoingtoschool.(handedhim the

plate)Hereyougo.

Bame:Thankswifey

Hesmiledandbeganeatingwhilestanding...

Atthehospital....

LaterthatmorningBatsilewalkedtowardsAmane's

room,heslowlyopenedthedoorandwalkedin

carryingagiftbox..
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Hesmiledandputitnexttoherarm thenheleaned

overandkissedherforehead...Sheopenedhereyes

andsmiled...

Batsile:Goodmorning...

Sheputherarmsaroundhim astheyhuggedfor

about5minuteswithoutsayinganything,just

hugging,rubbingoneanother'sbackandbreathing

heavily....

Batsile:Idroveallnighttoholdyoulikethis..Andit

wasworthit.Dialysismachineismagic,you'relively

Amane:I'm gettingoutshortly...GatweI'llbedoing

this3timesaweek

Batsile:Iknow,thismeanswearemovingto

Gaborone.Ithinkthisisthebreakweallneedasa

familytostartagain.Ihavesomethingtotellyou...
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Amane:What?

Batsile:Bameisgettingmarried...Hehasbeen

datingthisothergirlnamedSophia.Areoreadyfora

family

Amane:(laughed)Bamesettlingdown?

Batsile:(laughed)Yeah,hebroughtthegirland

introducedus,weeventalkedaboutyou..Sheheard

aboutyourkidneyproblem andofferedtohelp.

Amane:Shesoundssweet,whodonatesakidneyfor

astranger?

Batsile:Peopledonateforthestagekidneybankall

thetime.I'm justsohappysheiswilling...Sowe

werethinkingweshouldwaituntilthey'remarriedto

goonwiththetransplant.

Amane:Ok,Ican'twaittomeetherandthankher.

Batsile:Yeah,haveyoutalkedtoyourmother?

Amane:No,ididn'twanttoannoyher.Shemust

havebeendisappointedtoknowthatshecan'tcash

out.

Batsile:Ok...I'm justgladyou'refine...Sowhatdo
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youthinkofmovinghere?

Amane:I'm actuallyhappyaboutit,ican'twaitto

startover.

Heleanedoverandkissedherbeforehuggingher

again...

THREEMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtAmane'smother's...

Amane'smotherleanedoverthetoiletandthrewup,

sherolledthetoiletpapersandwipedhermouth

thensheflushedthetoiletandslowlystoodstraight

lookingatherselfonthemirror...Forsomereason

hereyeswereturningyellowish,herskintooandthe

amountoffatigueshehad...Sheknewsomething

wasn'tright.Themaindooropenedthenshewalked

out,herhusbandwalkedinandtheyhugged...

Amanda'sfather:Canwetalk?

Her:Sure,what'sgoingon?

Heheldherhandastheytookaseat,hetookadeep

breathlookingatherandsighed...
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Him:Iam nothappyinthismarriage...I'm not

fulfilled.Ifeelempty....Likenothingisinteresting..I

feellikeI'veraisedmydaughters,they'reall

independentwomenandit'stimeformetofind

somethingthatmakesmehappy.

Her:Whatareyousaying?

Him:Iwantadivorce

Her:Can'twegoforcounselling,travelanfrekindle

ourlove?

Him:No,iwantadivorce.Thisisnotsudden...It's

somethingI'vebeenthinkingaboutthepastfew

years.

Her:I'm notsigningthosedivorcepapers.

Him:Elegoregaoitsegoreifyourefusethejudge

canmakethefinaljudgementonyourabsence?

Evenifyoudon'tshowupincourtI'lldivorceyouand

thefunnypartisI'llgeteverythingbecauseyouwon't

betheretospeakforyourself.Yourdaughterisa

lawyer,askhershewillexplainittoyou.
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Hestoodupandtookoffhisshirtwalkingtothe

bedroom...

Him:Bythewayyouneedtoseeadoctor,youreyes

andskinarechangingcolor.Itmightbealiver

disease..

Her:You'readoctor,shouldn'tyouknow?

Him:(turnedaroundandwalkedbackwards

shrugginghisshoulders)I'm adoctornotamagician,

Xraysandlabsarethereforareason...Goseea

doctor,iwouldn'texamineyouforreasonsof

conflictsofinterest.

Heturnedandwalkedinthebedroom thenshe

followedhim.

Her:It'sthatnurseatyourofficeright?Theonethe

sameageasyourdaughter?
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Him:Don'taskquestionsifyouwon'thandlethe

brutaltruth,protectyourheart.

Hechangedintogym clothesandwalkedout...

Him:Goingtothegym...

Shesatonthebedandswallowed,themaindoor

slammedthenhiscarstartedashedroveoff.Tears

filledhereyesthenshedialedAmanda...

Amanda:Hello?

Her:Hi,isitpossibleforsomeonetodivorceyouif

youdon'twanttodivorce?

Amanda:Yes,caseyatswelelahelaoseoabe

tshwetsoetsewa.Youmightevenbejailedfor

failuretofollowthecourtordersduringtheprocess.

Whyareyouasking?

Her:I'm askingforafriend.
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Amanda:Myadviceisforthatfriendtoacceptthe

situationandstartthinkingofhowtheywilldivide

thepropertyifatalltheymarriedincommunity.If

youfailtoappearincourtwhateverthatwhoeveris

presentpresentsincourtmightbegrantedakere

you'renottheretopleadforyourselfgoreyouwant

thehomeorthecar?Thejudgewilltrytobefairand

dividethingsequallybutifyou'renotthereitmight

notbethatfair.

Her:(Sighedsadly)OK...Whenareyourchildren

beingborn?I'm solonely,thehouseisquiet

Amanda:(laughed)I'm expectingthem anytimenow.

Her:Botsetsibonnelakae?Kookanakwano?

Amanda:You'recominghere...You'llmanageright?

Her:Itwilleventakemymindoffeverythinggoing

on.

Amanda:Ok,bye

Shehungupandsighed...
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NearBame'sHouse...

Tinashewalkedtowardstheyardwonderingifhe'd

beabletoentertheyardorgobackagain,henoticed

agroupofstudentswashingacarnextdoorandas

heapproachedthegateitwasarelieftoseesome

studentsinsideBame'syardcleaning.Theymust

havebeendoingsomeschoolproject...

Tinashe:Goodmorning!

Students:Morningsir!

Tinashe:Bateng?

Student:Eerra..

Hewalkedtowardsthedoorandknockedseveral

times...

Student:Aletobetsebuttonewhitenexttothedoor.
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Hepressedthedoorbell..

Sophia:Whoisit?

Heturnedlookingatthespeakernexttothebutton

wherehervoicewascomingfrom.Nowhewasn't

sureifhewastorespondtothisspeakeror..

Sophia:Whoisit?

Hepressedthedoorbellagain,minuteslaterSophia

openedthedoorinatowel...Shehadonalong360

weaveandherbabyhairshadbeenneatlycurled

around.Herskinwasglowingandwiththese

eyelashesyou'dswearsheiscelebrityofsome

kind...

Sheturnedlookingbehindherandlookedathim
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loweringhervoice.

Sophia:(tuckedherhairasherringglittered)What

areyoudoinghere?

Tinashe:You'renotpickingmycalls.

Sophia:Iwasbathing..

Tinashe:Andlastnight?Youjustignoredmy

message.

Sophia:Imusthaveforgottentorespond.

Tinashe:IwanttotalktoBame,iwanttobehonest

withthem andtellthem whoyou'resotheycanlook

afteryouproperly.Ionlysaidyou'remysister

becauseididn'tthinkthingswouldgothisfar...

Sophia:Whatdifferencewillitmake?I'm hiswife

Tinashe:Atleasthewon'tsleepwithyou,maybehe

hasaconscious.

Sophia:Don'tcomplicatematters.Wearealready

done,weareleavingforChinaisjustafewdaysthen

everythingwillbedone.
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Tinashe:Soyou'renotcheating?

Sophi:No

Tinashe:Ok...

HetookouthiswalletandhandedherP100..

Tinashe:Getyourselfsomething...

Shelookeddownreluctantly,knowingtheirsituation

atthehousesheknewhewasjustsacrificingfor

her...

Sophia:It'sOK,Bameispayingformyeverything.

They'rejusttryingtomakesurethatidon'tchange

mymindaboutdonating.UsethisP100tocutyour

hairandgetanewt-shirt.Thisonelostcolour.

Tinashe:Ok...Canihugyou?

ShesteppedoverbutBamewalkedinthenshe
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stopped...

TinasheturnedlookingatBameinshortsandallwet

ashewipedhisheadandfacewithatowel...

Bame:(shookhishand)Uhboss,howareyou?

Tinashe:I'm goodboss,howareyou?

Bame:I'm alright

Bameheldherwaistandsmiledstandingbehind

her...

Bame:Heelawenawhyismybrotherinlawstanding

atthedoorlikeastranger?(smiledtoTinashe)come

in...Bunahjustfinishedcooking.

Tinashe:Ohijustcametocheckonher

Bame:Ohcomeonman.Atleasthaveadrinkor

something
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Tinashe:(smiled)I'm finebro,ihavetogetbackto

work.

Bame:Alrightletmegiveyoutwosometime...

Thanksfordroppingby

Tinashe:Sure

Bameturnedandwalkedaway,Tinashelookedat

herthenshelookeddown...

Tinashe:Pleasedon'tsleepwithhim

Sophia:I'm not

Tinashe:Whenareyouvisitingme?Imissyou,it's

beenthreemonthsandihaven'tevenkissedyou.

Sophia:Ithinkweshouldstayawayfrom one

anotheruntilthismissioniscompleted,weareso

closetothemoney.Don'tletyouremotionsgetin

theway.

Tinashe:Ok..

Sophia:Bye
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Tinashe:Bye

Sheclosedthedoorthenheturnedaroundand

walkedaway.Hepickedhisphoneanddialedalocal

friend...

Him:Sureboy

Tinashe:WhatisBunah?

Him:Bona?

Tinashe:No,IknowwhatbonameansI'm saying

Bunah,whenaguycallsagirlBunah

Him:(laughed)Ohthat,it'soneofthose

meaninglesspetnames....somethinglikenono,

shosho,shoshonas,motho!Bunahkemorobanyana

(crackedlaughing)

Tinashe:Idon'tknowwhatthefuckyoujustsaid

Him:(laughed)Dude,whyareyousoserious...It'sa

petname...Literallyagirlchildlikeyourdaughter,

sisteroranygirlchildbutwecallourgirlfriendsthat
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toshowaffection...Akerelonayoucallyour

girlfriendsmamawedon'tcallthem thatunlesswe

aretalkingtothekids,sowhenyou'retalkingtoyour

childaboutyourwomanyoucansay"Gogivethisto

mama"butnowwhenit'smetalkingtoheraloneI'll

golike(deepenedhisvoiceandlickedhislips)"Hey

Bunah,heymotho,heyselonyanasame,heynono,

warengbabe?"wantshwara?

Tinashe:You'resodramatic,whydidyoujustsayits

babe?Andwhotoldyouwecallourwomenmama?

Kooreyoupeoplehearonemansayingsomething

andassumewealldo.

Him:(laughed)Ehesorry,kestereotype.

Tinashe:SoBunahwouldbeforagirlyou'resleeping

withright?Notjustafriendorsomeoneclose?I

meanifit'sanadult

Him:Definitelysmashing,iwouldn'tjustcallanyone

bunahunlessit'sheractualnamebecauseother

peoplearecalledsuchnamesfrom childhoodeledi

petnames...MostBatswanahavechildhoodnames,

it'sjustbyluckifyoumeetanyonewithoutafunny
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namefrom childhood.

Tinashe:Youmusthavefailedverybadatschool,

everytimeiaskyousomethingyouendupgoing

southbutthanksigetthepicturekathisbunahpet

name.

Him:(laughed)Whyareyouasking?Aretheycalling

yourgirlBunahmathakabaMaun?

Tinashe:I'm justasking.

Him:Alright

Hehungupandsighed...

AtAirportJunctionmall....

LaterthatafternoontheMotsumifamilywalkedin

themallasBatsilecarriedLelentlearoundhis

shoulderswhileshesatcomfortablyonhis

shoulderswithherhandsoverhishead.Amaneheld

Losika'shandwhileDiamondwalkedbetweenher
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parentsandChaserolledinfrontofthem onhis

skateboardasitflushedcolours...

Batsile:BecarefulwiththatthingChase

Chase:Obakengdaddy,Obakeng

Thewholefamilylaughedastheyapproachedthe

playground,Lelentlequicklysliddownandkickedoff

hershoes.Batsilepickedthem upandsighed

watchingherruntowardstheslide,therestofthe

childrentookofftheirshoesandjoinedlotsofother

childrenontheplayground.

Obakeng:Daddywatchmyskateboard...Thisthing

isveryexpensive.ItsP400,

Batsile:(laughed)Itsoundsveryveryexpensive,I'll

watchit.

Amane:(laughed)Mphaskateboardsagago

ngwanaka,yousavedthatmoneyformonthssoit's

veryexpensive.
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Batsilelaughedasheranintotheplayground.He

pickedtheirshoesandtiedtheirshoelacestogether

beforeholdinghiswife'shandastheywalkedinto

thenearestrestaurantwherethywereabletowatch

thechildrenthroughtheglass.Awaitresstooktheir

ordersandleft...

Batsile:Ican'twaitforourtriptoChina...Ifeellike

that'swhereGodputyourhealth.

Amane:I'm justscared,iwaslookingatthe

statisticsofpeopleBotswanasendstoChinafor

transport,1outof10doesn'tmakeit.

Batsile:90%successrateisworthit...Iloveit...

Nothingissafe.Sophiaisriskingherlifejusttosave

yousoyoubetterbehopeful

Amane:That'strue,iknowpayingsomeoneisillegal

butIfeellikeweshouldthankherreasonably.

Batsile:Wewilltalkaboutthatlater,fornowiwant

ustofocusonspendingtimewiththechildren
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becausewewillbegoneforawhile.

Amane:Ok...

Hesmiledlookingatherandkissedherhand.His

phonerangthenhepickedtheunfamiliarnumber...

Batsile:Hello?

Tumi:(panting)Hello?ItsTumi...Pleasehelpme...I

thinkI'm inlabour...

Batsile:ImovedtoGaborone,I'm notinMaun.Cani

callmedrescueforyou?

Tumi:WeareinGaboroneaswell...

Heputheronloadspeakerashim andAmane

lookedatoneanother...

Tumi:Amandaisnotpickingmycalls,ithinksheis

incourt.Shehasatrialcasetoday...Ifeltthepains
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startingearlierandthoughtihadtimebecausei

usuallytakeabout4hoursbeforeitgetsseriousbut

thisoneisgoingtoofastandI'm inpain.Pleasehelp

me.

Amane:Howdidsheevengetyournumber?

Tumi:(panting)Amandagaveittomelastmonth

whenshewasgoingtoSouthAfricaforashort

workshop,shesaidincaseofanemergency.We

stayinPhakalane,kopaondropehaGPH.

Amane:Howconvenient,I'm suresheisour

neighbour.Thisisgreat,justgreat.

Batsilehungupandsighedlookingather...

Batsile:Whatshouldido?

Amane:Idon'tknow,idon'tevenwhyAmandawould
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givehersurrogateyournumbertobeginwith...O

rragwebanabagagwe?Istheresomethingyou're

nottellingme?

Batsile:Babepleasecomeon...Notthis,idon'tcare

whatyousayit'sexactlywhatI'lldo.Ifyoudon't

wantmetoassistthenit'sfine,I'llstay.Telmewhat

todo..

Amane:(leanedback)Shewaswillingtosavemeso

whynotsaveherchildren...

Sheshookherheadandsippedherjuice...

Amane:Tsamayarra,idon'tknowwhyigetthe

feelingyou'rethefatherofthosechildren.Whyis

sheeveninGaborone?

Batsile:Babekanannaonkomanyahela,idon't

knowwhyshecamehere...Ididn'tevenknowshe

washereletaloneinPhakalane.Ididn'tknow..

Amane:Andshewantstobedrivenallthewayakere

therearemedicalcentersin-
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Batsile:Babesheisinlabour,forthesakeofthose

kidskekopagotsamaya...Pleasekanaatleastke

mothobosetseakopethuso,kanajang?

Amane:Ithaganeleee..

Hestoodupandleanedoverkissingherthenhe

hurriedoutdialingTumiagain.Amanesighedand

continuedeating...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LateronBatsileparkedthecar,Tumisteppedoutof

thehousecarryingthebabybagandbentover

holdingherknees...Batsilepickedherbagand

supportedhertothecar..

Heclosedthedoorandjumpedindrivingout...

Batsile:Howareyoufeelingsofar?
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Tumi:Pain,garekepushe.Thisisnewtome,iwas

scheduledtobeinducednextweek.Ican'tbelieve

it'shappeningnow

Batsile:Alright,justbreathcalmly...Ihavetotry

beatingthistraffic.

Tumi:Ok...

Sheclosedhereyestightlyasthepainslashed.

Batsiledrovethroughthetraffichonkinganddialing

Amanda...

Athighcourt...

MeanwhileAmandafinishedherstatementandsat

down.

Amanda:Nofurtherquestionsmylord...
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Shesatdownandhereyeslandedon17missed

calls,somethingwasdefinitelywrong...Tuminever

callslikethis.Shelookedatthejudgeashe

renderedthejudgeandsentence.Herheartpounded

asshedesperatelywaitedforthejudgetofinish

speakingandleave.Shedefinitelywouldn'tanswer

thephoneincourt...

Thejudgefinalisedandthewholecourtroseashe

walkedout.Assoonasthedoortothechamber

closedsheturnedaroundandloweredhervoice

pickingasshepacedoutofthecourtroom...

Amanda:Hello?

Batsile:I'm atthehospital,Tumiisdelivering.You

needtohurryupbecausetheyneedtobefedbut

accordingtodoctor'sordersTumiisnotallowedto

evenseethem afterdelivering.

Amanda:(smiled)I'm coming...

Shehungupandhurriedtothecar...
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Atthehospital...

Themidwifehandedthenursethefirsttwinthenshe

turnedaroundandbathedherundertherunning

water,shewrappedherupandpushedthecurtains

ofthenextbedwhereAmandawastakingoffher

formalandputtingonhergown.Shelaidonthebed

andsatupreceivingthefirstbaby...

Tearsfilledhereyesassheheldherdaughterforthe

firsttime,

Nurse:Breastfeedher

Amanda:Idon'tknowhowtheydoit

Nurse:Allfirsttimemothersdon'tknow,letyour

motherlyinstinctskickin.
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Amandatookouthertenderbreastandplacedit

overthebaby'smouth,thebabyquicklysuckedin

hernippleandsuckedherlikeneverbefore..

Amanda:Ouch!Sssss....

Nurse:(laughed)Congratulations...

Amandapushedthecurtainsasideandwatchedas

Tumiscreamedholdingonthebedbarsasshe

pushedthelastbabyoutandputherhandsoverher

facecrying...

Tumi:(crying)Ididit...Icanfinallygohomeandsee

mychildren...Ican'twaittobuythatplot...Ican't

waittobuildahouse...OhGodyou'resogreat,thank

youJesus!

Tearsrolleddownthecornersofhereyesasthe

midwifetookouttheafterbirthandcheckedbefore

stitchingher..
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Midwife:You'renotjustyourchildren'shero...You've

madeitpossibleforanotherwomantobeamother.

You'reanangel..Ihavedonealotofdeliveriestoday

isveryspecial...Iam gratefultohavebeentheone

todeliverthesebabies...

Thenursefishedbathingthesecondtwinand

handedhertoAmandawhoheldherontheother

arm.ShelookedatherbabiesandlookedatTumi

tearfully...

Amanda:(tearfully)Ifeellikethepriceistoolow.I

wanttoincreaseitwith50kthewayyouwere

gruntingwashorribleandyouprayedformybabies

everynightwhichwasnotpartofouragreement...

InhernightgownTumistoodupandpulledupa

doctorwhitepadthenherpantiesbeforetakingbaby

stepstowardsAmandawiththehelpofthe
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anaestheticinjection.

SheleanedoverandhuggedAmandacrying,

AmandaburstintotearsrestingherheadonTumi's

neckwhileholdingherbabies...

Amanda:(crying)Thankyousomuch,Godbless

you....

Tumi:Godblessyoutoo...

Amanda:Whenareyouleaving?

Tumi:Yousaidonceyouhavethebabiesweare

doneright?Doesthatflightticketstillstand?

Amanda:(smiledtearfully)Areyoukidding?Yes!

Tumi:Thenpleasearrangeitformesoicanbe

homekeyegoikokelakogame...Tabekelwaledi

stitchkahakelebusylebaditsha,assoonasI'm

fineI'm takingmykidsoutandthenI'm getting

startedonbuildingtheirhome.

Amanda:You'reagreatmother...Thankyou..
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Theyhuggedonemoretimethenshelookedather

babiesandsmiled.

Tumi:Bye

Amanda:Bye

Sheslowlyturnedtoherbedandpulledthecurtains

beforeshewastakentoherprivateroom...

Meanwhileoutsidethedoor,Batsilestoodupasthe

nursepushedTumiinawheelchair..

Batsile:Hi,you'redonealready?

Tumi:Yes,I'm leavingthisafternoonifthedoctor

releasesmeortomorrowlatest.

Batsile:Great,gowell.
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Heturnedaroundandopenedthedoorwalkingin

justasAmandagotoffthebedcarryingoneofthe

twins.

Theireyesmetthenhesmiled,shesmiled

emotionallyandasuddentearrolleddown.He

steppedoverandhuggedher...

Shetriedhardnottocrybuthavinghim inthesame

room withtheirchildrenbroughtbackalltheold

buriedmemories,itwasthesmellofhissweater,the

broadshouldersandthewarm hug...Thiswouldbe

perfecthadhersisternotsleptwithherboyfriend

behindherback...

Batsile:You'regoingtobeagoodmother...

Amanda:Thankyou..

Nurse:Youcancarrytheotherbaby,wehavetotake

youtoyourroom..
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Batsilelookedatthefirstbabyandtouchedhertiny

fingersthenthenursehandedhim theotherbaby.

Nurse:Followme...

Thetwoofthem followedhertoherroom where

theyputthebabyintheirbabycots.

Nurse:I'llbebackinaminute,settlein.

Amanda:Thankyou...

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Batsiletooka

deepbreathandsmiledputtinghishandsinthe

pockets...

Batsile:You'reverybrave...Youmanagedtohave2

kidsdespiteyourconditionandsomecouplesare
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fightingordivorcingbecausetheir2brainscan't

thinkofthis.

Amanda:Thankyou...

Hewalkedovertothebabycotsandlookedatthe

babiesbeforelookingather...

Batsile:I'm leavingthecountryinafewdays,Amane

isgoingforatransplant.

Amanda:Wow,shefoundadonor?

Batsile:Yeah

Amanda:Whoisit?

Batsile:Sowhoisgoingtohelpyououtwiththekids?

Amanda:Mymotheriscoming,whoisdonatingfor

Amane?

Batsile:Haveyoucalledherandtoldherthekidsare

here?

Amanda:I'llcallher,I'llbegoingonamaternityleave
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soI'lljustbehome

Batsile:Newbornbabiesaredifficulttodealwith,

getyourmothertocomeover.Youcanneverstop

learningfrom theadults.

Amanda:That'strue....

Hesmiledlookingatherthenhereachedforher

handandhelpedheroffthebed,shehuggedhim as

heputhisbigarmsaroundher,theyhuggedfor

almost10minutesthensheburiedherfaceonhis

chestcrying..Forsomereasonheknewwhyshe

wascryingandtheguiltbrokehisheart...Hehugged

hertightlyandkissedherneck...

Batsile:(whispered)I'm sorry..

Heslowlyletgoofherandheldherhandslookingin

hereyes...
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Batsile:I'm sorry...

Amanda:Ican'tbelieveI'm doingtheexactsame

thingAmanedidtomeyearsago...

Helookeddownandturnedlookingatthebabies...

Batsile:Growingupwithoutafatheristhemost

painfulthingachildcanevergothrough...Iknow

youdon'tknowwhatI'm talkingaboutbecauseyour

fatherlovesyoubut....

Hesadlylookedatthebabieslyingasleepintheir

cotsthenheturnedlookingather...

Batsile:Ithoughtiwasdoingtherightthingbutnow

ifeelguiltythattheywillgrowupwithoutafather.I

knowyoucanaffordthem butyoucanneverbea

father..
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Amandalookedatthem andlookeddown

thoughtfully...

Amanda:Whatareyousaying?

Batsile:I'm sayingdilotsagodonasperm ketsa

makgoalebannababasenangdichildhood

traumas.Ishouldn'thavetakenpartinthis...Don't

getmewrong,iwon'ttroubleyouwithyourkidsit's

justguilteatingmeupbecausekeitsepainyago

thokarrago,knowingthatthesekidsaregoingto

growupwithsuchpainsaddensmemmelegaleI'll

getoverit.I'm aman..

Amanda:Yeah,thanksforhelpingout

Batsile:Sure

Theyhuggedagainandleanedbacklookingineach

otherseyes..Amandalookedathislipsanduphis

bigeyes,Batsilelookedatherlipsandsteppedback,

shesteppedoverandkissedhim.Heclosedhiseyes

andkissedherback,hepulledhishandsoutofhis
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sweaterandheldherwaistkissingher,she

staggeredonthebedandsatdownthenshe

grabbedhissweaterpullinghim over,pulledhisneck

downkissinghim...sheunzippedhisjeansand

pulledoutahandfulofhishardblackmeant,she

strokeditupanddownwhilekissinghim.

Batsilebithislowerlipandlookedatherhand

strokinghim,he'dneverthoughthe'dbeinthis

situation...Hisbodywantedthis...Hisheartbeat

wasraisingbuthiswifekeptflashingatthebackof

hismind,whatwashedoingtothissiblings,this

wouldnotstopunlesshestoppeditbutitfeltso

good...Sheputherhandoverthebackofhisneck

andpulledhim downkissinghim thenhestepped

backandlickedhislipszippinghispants...

Batsile:Ihavetogohome,sorry

Shefixedherdressandsighedsittingonthebed...
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Amanda:Youreallycan'tcheatonhercanyou?(he

shookhishead)Isee...

Batsile:It'snotjustabouther,idon'twanttohurt

youanymorethanI'vehurtyou.Idon'twantthe

childrentobedraggedintothistoo...They'reallmy

children.Ineedtoprotectthem evenifitmeans

goingagainstmybody'swishes.Idon'twantyou

andAmanetobeenemies.Ihopeonedayyou'll

forgivemeforthehurtI'vecausedyouwhenallyou

haveisloveme.I'vechangedyou,I'vedamagedyou

butI'm hopingmychildrenwillfixyouandturnyou

intothelovingAmandaiknow.

Amanda'seyestearedupasshelookedathim...

Batsile:Thereisstillachance,iknowthatstrong

womanisinthere,that'swhyididn'thesitatetohelp

yougetchildren.Iknowtheywon'tlackanything.Try

healingyourbrokenheartsoyoucanlovethese

babies...
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Amanda:Yeah,that'strue.

Batsile:Promisemeyou'llbefine,promisemeyou'll

beagoodmother..

Amanda:(smiledthoughtfully)Yeah,I'llbeadamn

goodmom...I'llbefine.

Batsile:Good...Comehere...

Hepulledherupandtheyhuggedbrieflythenhe

steppedbackasthenursewalkedin..

Batsile:Takecare

Amanda:Youtoo...

Hewalkedoutthenshesatdown...

Nurse:Alright,mayihavethechildren'snames,let's

startwithtwinone

Amanda:Kopo
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Nurse:Twintwo?

Amanda:Yame

Nurse:Thefather'sname?

Amanda:BatsileMotsumi

Nurse:Whichsurnamesarethechildrenusing?

Yoursortheirfather's?

Amanda:Waityoucandothat?

Nurse:Eemma,achildcanuseanysurname

betweenthefatherorthemothers

Amanda:You'reright...Waitsegoreyou'reright,i

rememberthatnow...(thoughtfully)Iremember...

Letthem usemysurname.Kerreyoonyetsengtoga

kemothakathakanyetsa.

Nurse:Ifheismarriedwhyareyouincludinghim on

thecertificate?Kebotsahelanotasanurse.Most

unmarriedwomendon'tputfathersintheirchildren's

certificates.

Amanda:I'm doingitformychildren'sbenefit,i

alwayslaughatthewomenwhothinknotwritingthe

fatheronthecertificateisactuallyanadvantagefor
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themselves.Youhavetoknowthelawtoknowthe

advantageindoingthisforyourbaby.Bonebalebela

dilosegautshwanebaikakanyetsakabohewehewe

you'llneedanotherparent'sconsenttodoeverything.

Gobataolebothaleorelseyourchildwillstrugglego

simololahelaale16atsayaIDgoingforthtoeven

whenyou'redead.

Nurse:(laughed)Gonemmebontsijwabonekelona

lebakalaboneleo,baretogagobatiwasignatureya

rragwengwana,besidesgorebabangwebabebase

suregorerragwengwanakemangorbasapotisa

monnaoselesoabetshabagoikgolega.

Amanda:Mysisterdidthat,shedidn'tputher

boyfriendonherchildren'scertificateyetshetold

him heisthefatherofherchildren.Justlikemost

menhedidn'twonderwhy,hethoughtitwasjusta

paperandaftersupporting2kidshefoundoutthe

childrenwerenothis.Heaskedifhecouldsueandi

toldhim it'syourwordagainsthersbecauseyou

supportedthechildrenwhom youknewverywellyou

werenotlegallytheirfatherbecauseyouhadthe

certificatesbutyouwerenotincludedsowhatproof



Iam

doyouhavethatshelied?Allshehastosayisthat

youacceptedtobesstepfatherandnowyou're

bitterbecauseitdidn'tworkoutthenyourcaseis

dismissedduetolackofevidence.

Nurse:(sighed)Heishmathata,

Amanda:NnaI'm doingtheseformychildren

especiallyincaseidie.Iwantthem tohaveanswers.

Nurse:Iunderstand..(sighed)movingon...The

father'sIDnumber?

ShetookoutherphoneandsearchedforhisID

numberthenshespelleditoutforher....

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LateronBatsilewalkedinthebedroom takingoffhis

jacketandfoundAmanesittingonthebed,

Amane:Haveaseat,wehavetotalk.
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Heputdownhissweaterandsatdown,afeminine

colognecaughtherattentionthenshepickeditup

andsmelleditbeforelookingathim suspiciously.He

lookeddownguiltstrickenandscratchedhishead...

Batsile:Whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?

Amane:Didyouhugher?(calmly)Don'tlietome...

Didyouhugher?

Batsile:(lowvoice)Yes,I'm sorry

Amane:Anythingelsehappen?

Batsile:Shekissedmebutnothinghappened.I

stoppeditfrom goingfurther.

Amane:Whoishersperm donor?Andthinkverylong

andhardbeforeyoulie....It'seasiertorecoverfrom

thepaincausedbythetruththanpaincausedby

lies...Arethoseyourchildren?Ihopegaonago

itatolabanabagago.Ireallyhopeyouwon'tbethat

type,aretheyyours?

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse....

Thebedroom dooropenedthenAmanesteppedout

andheadedtothekitchenwhereshebegun

preparingasnackforherself...

Batsileslowlywalkedinandleanedagainstthe

counterfoldinghisarms..

Batsile:Youhaven'trespondedtowhatitoldyou.

Amane:(chopping)Whatdoyouwantmetosay?I

havenothingtosaytoyouBatsile.Ihaveaserious

diseasetodealandyourcheatingisnotgoingto

bringmedown.Wenakanayoucangetanewwife

anytimemychildrencanneverreplaceme.
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Heturnedhisheadlookingatherasshemixedher

snackandwalkedoutthenhefollowedher,they

walkedpastthechildrenwhoweremakingnoise

watchingTV.

Shesatonthebedandbeguneatingwhileheclosed

thedoorandsatonthefloorleaningagainstthewall

facingherwhilesheatesittingonthebed.There

wassilenceforabout15minutes,sheputtheplate

onthetableandleanedbackgettingherphone.

Batsileremainedsittingonthefloorwithhishead

downashestaredathisfeet...

Batsile:Babe?

Amane:Don'tcallmebabe,

Batsile:Ineedtoknowyourthoughtsconcerning

everythingitoldyou.Whatareyougoingtodo?

Amane:Whatishouldhavedonefrom thebeginning,

focusonmyhealthformychildren'ssake.
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Batsile:Whataboutwhatisaid?Yousaidtohurtyou

withthetruthanditoldyouthetruththenyoudon't

commentyoujustwalkawayandmakeyourself

somethingtoeat.Weneedtotalkaboutit.

Amane:Youdidn'tconsultmewhenyoudidallthese,

I'm definitelynotgoingtogetinvolved.I'm tooweak

forthisBatsile...Ifyoulovedmeyouwouldn'thave

donethisforher,legoneasifthatisnotenoughyou

leavemeatthemalltogoplayfatheroftheyear.Rra

weeifyouwantAmandayoumustdivorcemeand

goafterherbecauseyou'renothavingthebothofus

anymore,yourfundaysareover.

Batsile:Babeorayagoreafterbeingbrutallyhonest

withyouyoustilldon'ttrustme?Whywoulditellyou

thetruthifiplannedtocheat?I'm tellingyouthis

becauseirealisewhatmistakesimadeandIwant

tocorrectmyself.

Amane:You'llcorrectyourselfalone,I'm focusingon

myhealthwenaokantielanako.I'm donetalking

aboutAmandagakebategoitshulagaletsabotshelo.

Youwantherinyourlife,youreallywantherthat's

whyyoubroughtherhere.
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Batsile:Sonowibroughtherhere?

Amane:(angrily)SkabatagontenaBatsilekagore

thesurrogatehadyournumber!Skalekela,kea

bonagoreontsayajaakasematajaanong.

Helookedatheralmostrunningoutofherbreath,he

keptquietandsighedbrushinghishairbackwithhis

hand.

Amane:Comegetyourpillow,iwanttosleepin

peace.

Batsile:Babewankobamorumung?

Amane:Goodnight

Hestoodupandgotthepillowthenhegotthebowl

shewasusingandwalkedtothekitchenwherehe

washeditandputitonthestand.Hegotthepillow

andwalkedintothelivingroom wherethechildren

werewatchingTV..
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Batsile:Guystonightiwanttosleepwithoneofyou,

whowantstosleepwithme?

Eachoneofthem leapedandjumpedupraisingtheir

hands,theysurroundedhim raisingtheirhandsashe

laughed...

Batsile:Ok,let'sdothis...Wetakethemattresses

andputthem togetherthenwesleeptogether...Ican

readyouthatbookyoubeenbeggingmetoreadfor

you.

All:Yes!!!

Theybroughtthreemattressesandpushedthem

together,theyhandedhim theirblanketsthenhe

madethehugebedandtheyalllaidbesideshim,two

oneachsidewhilehelaidonthemiddleholdingthe

book.Theylaidquietlylisteningtothestoryashe

readimitatingthevoicesofthecharactersfor
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emphasis...Theylaughedatthejokesbythe

charactersandgotsadwhenhereachedthesad

scenesusingsadvoices...

Lelentle:Daddycan'tweskipthepagesandfindout

ifshemadeit?

Losika:Wecan'tskip!

Obakeng:Guysshhh....Daddygoon

Oreneile:Shh...daddygoon..

Withthelittleoneslyingtheirheadsoneachofhis

breastBatsilerubbedLelentle'shair..

Batsile:wecan'tskipthepage...let'scarryon...

Therewassilenceashecarriedonreadingthesad

scenes,hisvoiceevenshookashereadaboutthe

deathofthelittlegirlsmother.Lelentle'seyesfilled

withtearsasshelistened...



Iam

Lelentle:(crying)Ishermothergoingtowakeup?

Diamond:Shhh!

Batsilecarriedonreadingaboutheavenandhowthe

motherbecameanangel,Lelentlesmiledatthe

narration.Losika'sheartbecameateasewhilethe

oldestchildrenlistenedtotheendcuriously.They

smiledasthegirlwonhercompetitionwhileher

mothersmiledinheaven...

Batsile:(reading)andtheylivedhappilyeverafter,

theend!

Theyallsighedsittingupasheputthebookdown...

Chase:Ithinkilikedaddy'sreadingmore

Diamond:(laughed)Metoo
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Losika:Butit'sscarywhenheistalkingasthevillain

Batsile:(laughed)Sikayouknowavillain!

Theylaughedashegotupandswitchedoffthe

lights...

Batsile:Let'ssleep.

Hegotbackinbedandlaiddownaseveryonewore

theirblankets.Amanewalkedinhergownandstood

bylookingatallofthem lyingonthemattress...

Amane:Goodnight

Lelentle:Iwantgoodnightkiss

Amanekneltonthemattressandkissedheronthe

forehead,shekissedLosika,DiamondandChase

thenshepausedlookingatBatsilewhosmiled
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lookingather...

Batsile:Mommywhataboutmykiss?

Sheleanedovertokisshim butheliftedhishead

andkissedheronthelipsasthekidslaughedand

ewedthem...

Amane:(laughed)Goodnight

Batsilesmiledlyingbetweenthechildrenlookingat

herwalkingout..

Batsile:Bepeibipithemmapakekopopagotapago

robapalalewepenapa,kebakipilepethemmapa

wepena!KeblokipilepeeAmapanda.Ketepekopoo?

Amaneturnedarounddefeatedandsmiledlooking
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athim throughthedeem lightsashelaidamongst

thechildren.

Amane:Otsipilepegorobapalaleboponeunti-pilepe

oithuputapamaitsepeo.Waboporawepena

Batsile:(smiled)Bogopolomphepekupukuepee,1

rapaondepehepela.Gakepenapaagotsepenya

thapata,ketsepenyapankopohepela.

Amane:(pressedhereyedownandstuckhertongue

out)Ngopoo!

Chase:Uh,man...Theystartedagainwiththesecret

language.Ihateitwhenyouusethatlanguagesowe

don'tunderstandwhatyou'resaying.

Diamond:Iunderstoodoneword,kupukuissekupu!

BatsileandAmanecrackedlaughinglookingatone

another...

Amane:Bathogoodnight...
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Kids:Goodnightmama

Batsile:Bepeibipiithemmapawepenapopulipisi

Amane:Keagapanapa,Goodnightguys!

Sheflickedthepassagelightsandwalkedinthe

bedroom whereshetookoffhergownandlaiddown.

Theirsecretlanguagealwayscrackedheruporwas

ithowcluelessthechildrenwouldalwaysbe.She

receivedamessageandpickedherphone.

Hubby:ReadyforChina?

Amane: ♂ ♀ ♀

Hubby:That'swhatiwanttohear.Iappreciatethat

wetalkevenwhenweareangry.Sweetdreams

Amane:

Hubby:

Amane:

Hubby:
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Amane:

Hubby:

Amane:

Hubby:

Theylaughedastheyputtheirphonesdownand

dozedoff...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandafinishedbreastfeedingthe

oldesttwinandlaiddownherdowninhercot,she

pulledtheblanketsoverherheadandzippedthecot

beforepickingtheyoungesttwin.

Sheputheronthebedandlaidonhersidethenshe

gaveherthebreastassheyawnedandlaiddownher

onthepillow.
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Meanwhileinsidethecotthebabysfistpulledthe

blanketoverasshekicked,sheslowlybegunrunning

outofairundertheblanketandbreathedheavily

gagging..

Amandadozedoffasherbreastcoveredthebaby's

nosesmotheringher,thebabyspathernippleand

gotcaughtherbreath...

Insidethecottheheavyblanketslidovercovering

herwholehead,sweatdrippeddownherforeheadas

theblanketunderneathcoveredhermouthandnose,

shekickedandstruggledtrappedunderneaththe

blanketwhileAmandalaidcompletelyasleeponthe

bed....

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

DeepinhersleepAmandasawherbabywho

seemedtobeabout4monthsoldnow,rightafter

feedingthebabyherhandspulledtheblanketsover

herfaceandsheranoutofoxygengagging,Amanda

walkedintheroom andnoticedtheblanketcovering

herbabywhileshegagged.Shejumpedandpeeled

offtheblanketbutherbabywaslifeless.Sheknelt

downpickingherbabyandherheadjustdropped

downspineless.Sheburstintotearsandendedup

cryingoutloudwhilestillasleep,herownvoicewoke

herupasshegaspedandsatuplookingaround...

Sheinspectedthebabyandshewasfine.She

quicklyputherbreastbackinsideherbraandgotoff

thebed..
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Theblankethadindeedcoveredthebabyjustlikein

thedream,shepulleditoffandherbabylaidstill

withsweatalloverherbody...

Amanda:OhGod!

Shepickedthebabyfrom thecotandlaidherdown

thensheleanedoverandbreathedintoher.Shehad

neverdoneaCPRbeforeandshewasn'tsureifit

wasasefficientasthemoviesmadeseem tobebut

shewasn'tabouttowastetimedriving....

Amanda:Babygetup...I'm notlosingyou....You're

theonlykeepingmesane.Godpleasehelpme....

You'renottakingmybaby....Pleasedon't...

Sheleanedoverandblewintoherlungs,babyKopo

gaspedandcoughed,Amandapickedherupandput

heronchestcryingandkissingher.
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Shepickedherphoneanddialedhermotherbut

therewasnoanswerthenshedialedLinda.

Linda:(sleepy)Hello?

Amanda:(crying)Ialmostkilledmybaby...

Linda:Whathappened?

Amanda:I'm stillshaking!Iguessiputtheblanket

wayoverherheadkethantshiwaketorohelale

gonekelorangwanakeakgamiwakekobommeale

bo4months.WaitseI'm shakingwena!

Linda:Mamagaaemella?

Amanda:Shewillbedrivingoverfirstthinginthe

morningbutiwanttotalktoourhousehelpersowe

canadjustouragreementbecauseshehadherdays

butnowthatshewillbeanannyshemightneed

extramoney.Akeremamaisnotfeelingwellaswell.

Linda:Ahelperisagoodidea,mamarefusestogo

tothehospitalbutshelooksill.Pleaseforceherto

goseeadoctor..

Amanda:Ok,ketshogilegoremma.
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Linda:Becarefulmma,iheardbatsetsidon'tsleep...

Youmustwakeupatnighttofeedthebabyorcheck

iftheyhaven'tsuffocatedorsomething.Kanarona

garenannanamolwapengsowedon'tknowmuch

aboutbabies,don'tkillmynieces.

Amanda:I'm soscared...Ithinkineedtobecloserto

God.Parentingisnoteasy.

Linda:(laughed)waitseotshogilegore...Themma

stoppanicking.

Amanda:Eish...Mmekanawheniwastalkingtomy

counselormalobaitoldheriwanttostartgoingto

churchbecauseifeellikehavingchildrenneeds

Jesus.Ifindmyselfworryingaboutbiggerthings.

Linda:ChurchisOKtoo,nnatotaI'm justproudof

youfornotfollowingBatsile.Iwasworriedwheni

foundoutthey'retherebutI'm happyyoudon'ttalk

crosstheline.

Amanda:Yeah...Letmeattendthekidsmma.

Goodnight

Linda:Goodnight
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Hehungupandkissedherbabythenshemoved

them from theirbabycotsandlaidthem onthebed...

Butthenno,thebedwastoohighincasethekids

fell...Nowsheunderstoodwhynursingmothersare

encouragedtojustlayonthemattress.Sheputthe

kidsasideandpulleddownthemattressthenshe

laidthem backonthemattressandlaidnextto

them...

Shestaredatherbabiesforalmostanhourunable

tosleepthenshegotupandkneltdownprayingwith

herhandsovertheirheads...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningAmanewalkedpastBatsileand

thechildrenasleep,shewalkedinthekitchenand

dialedAmanda...
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Amanda:Hello?

Amane:(smiled)Hi,iheardaboutthetwins,

congratulations.I'm happyforyou.

Amanda:Thankyou

Amane:I'm gladyou'reamother.Kilewasokola

Amanda:Thatamma...TheirnamesareKopoand

Yame.

Amane:Beautifulnames,ilovethem..

Amanda:Thankyou,Amporekebolaabanamma

maabanebosigo.Theblanketcoveredherandshe

couldn'tbreath...

Amane:Checkyourbabiesatnight,motsetsio

robalakaleitholele1.You'llsleepwhentheyturn2

yearsuntilthenbraceyourselfforthesleepless

night.

Amanda:I'llbecarefulmma.

Amane:Ok,ijustwantedtocongratulateyou.Ifthe

babiesneedanythingletmeknow.I'llcomesee

them aftermytriptoChina.
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Amanda:Thankyou.Ihopeotaatsamayasente,I'm

happyyoufoundadonar.

Amane:Thanks,bye

Amanda:Bye

Shehungupandbegunmakingbreakfast....

AtBame'sHouse....

Bamesatonthebedwithalongfacewatchingas

Sophiapackedherbag...

Bame:Whattimedoesthebusleave?

Sophia:7:30am,Itoldyoulastnight

Bame:Iwanttodriveyouthere...Thehousewillbe

boringwithoutyou.

Sophia:Itwillbeawasteofmoney

Bame:Iwanttoprocessmypaperworkandgowith
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Batsilethen,you'llneedsomeonetotakecareofyou

afterthesurgery.

Sophia:True,but...Youwon'tbedeductingfrom my

payright?

Bame:No,Ijustwanttotakecareofyou..

Sophia:Won'tthatleaveyouindebts?

Bame:Ihaveenoughmoneydon'tworry,inever

spendmymoneybecauseidon'thavealotof

childrenthatisupportlegirlfriendgakenaastable

girlfriend...It'smyfirsttimetomeetasinglewoman

anditreallyfeelsgoodtobeinarelationshipwith

someonewhoissingle.

Sophia:Ok...

Bame:I'llprocessmypaperwork,ihopetheywill

assistmeandI'llbeabletoleavewithyouguys.I

shouldhavethoughtaboutthisawhileback...

Hestoodupandbegunpacking,therewasaknock

onthedoorthenhewalkedtothedoorandopened,

Loratowalkedinthenheturnedlookingbacktosee
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ifSophiawasnearby..

Bame:Whywouldyoucomewithouttellingme?

Lorato:Youweren'tansweringmycalls.Icalledyou

allnightandididn'tsleep..

Bame:Comein,weneedtotalk...

Heclosedthedoorandthenhemovedthecushions

asidesoshecanseat.Hesatontheothercouch

andsighed...

Bame:Imetsomeone...Ididn'tknowI'dloveher...It

startedasajokeandnow...Ifeellikesheistheone.

Iwanttoendmyrelationshipwithyoubutidon't

wantthistoaffectTshidi,heismysonandilove

him,iwanthim toknowthatiam herenomatter

what.TheP500I'm givinghim monthlywahisliving

expenseswon'tstopregardlessofwhathappens

betweenus.
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Loratoputherhandoverherchestasherheart

thuddedagainstherchest...

Lorato:(whispered)OhGod!Please...Ilovehim,

pleaseGodno....OhGod!Heismyonlystrengthand

hopetohappiness...

Bamelookeddownsadly..

Lorato:Dididosomething?I'm willingtocorrect

myself...Iam correctable...

Bame:It'snotyou...

Lorato:Keengnerra?Gakedirilephosowhyosa

nkgalemele?

Bame:GawadiraphosoemeRati,ijustfound

someoneiprefer.I'vebeenafraidtotellyoubecause

ididn'twanttohurtyourfeelings.

Sophiasteppedoutofthebedroom withahandbag



Iam

andstoppedlookingatthebothofthem.

Sophia:Dumelang...

Bame:Hey...comehere...

Loratolookedatherreplacementandswallowed.

Sophiaslowlywalkedoverandsatdown..

Bame:SophiathisisLorato,sheismyex...Mmagwe

Tshidi...RatithisisSophi,sheismygirlfriend.

Sophia:(lookeddown)Hello?

Loratoputherhandsoverherfaceandburstinto

tears,Sophiatearfullylookeddownandrubbedher

eyeswhileBamepoppedhisknuckles...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.
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#98

AtBame'sHouse...

Sophiastoodupandwalkedoutside,Loratorubbed

hereyesandsighed...Shehadjustcriedinfrontof

anotherwomanandtheshamethatcamewithit

wasgreaterthananyembarrassingmomentinher

life.SheslowlypickedTshidi'sshoesbythecouch

andheadedout...

Bame:I'm sorry,ihopeyoudon'tthinkthereis

anythingwrongwithyoubecauseit'snotaboutyou.I

justprefertobewithher.

Lorato:Iunderstand...

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim ashestoodup

thenshehuggedhim...
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Lorato:Iappreciatethatyou'llkeephelpingTshidi,

I'veneverbeenwithamanthatlovedhim norhavei

everseenamanthathelpsastepchildevenafterthe

breakup.Yourgirlfriendwon'tallowitforlongbuti

willenjoyitwhileitlast.

Bame:Thanks...

Lorato:Andiwishyouwell.Iam heartbroken

becauseyouweremystrengthbutihavetodo

thingsonmyownnow.Iappreciatehowfaryou

broughtme,youfoundmebrokenandnowican

smile.You'rethebest,andsheislucky.

Bame:You'rethebesttoo,youdeserveamuchmore

calmerguyandihopeyoufindhim.

Lorato:Bye

Bame:Callmeifyouneedanything.Iwantusto

breakthingsoffpeacefully...

Lorato:It'sok,ibeenthroughworse.

Bame:Tshidieneoskammolelasepefornow,we

willtalktohim whenwearebothinagoodplaceso
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hedoesn'ttakeittoohard.Mybrotherssaykids

sensethetensionandidon'twanttodothattohim.

Helovesmeandilovehim,idon'twantthattoend

myrelationshipwithhim..

Lorato:Ok

Bame:Andifheorweneedtotalkpleasefeelfreeto

callme.

Lorato:Ok,bye

Bame:Bye

Heleanedoverandhuggedherthensheturnedand

walkedout.

ShewalkedpastthecarwhileSophiawasonthe

phonethenshewavedather,Sophiaputdownthe

phoneandwavedatherthenshecarriedontalking

tothephone.

Sophia:Iunderstandwhatyou'resayingbutthat's
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notevenmydream.

Tinashe:Isn'tthatwhywewantedtodothisinthe

firstplace?

Sophia:No,you'retheonewhowantedthis...Your

bloodgroupcouldn'tmatchsoyouforcedmetodo

this...Howcanyoubegetting100Kwhenit'smy

organthat'sbeingused?

Tinashe:Sohowmuchdoyouwant?Ithoughtits

ourmoney.

Sophia:Myquestioniswhyareyougettinghalf

whenit'smybodygoingthroughallthese?

Tinashe:Howmuchdoyouwantmetoget?Or

maybeweshouldgetmarriedrightafteryourdivorce

thenitcanjustbeourmoneytogetherashusband

andwifethenwegogetmykidsinZim.

Sophia:Iwillhavetothinkaboutthat.Childrenare

expensiveandidon'tthinkit'sfairthatmyorgan

supportyourchildren.

Tinashe:loveisabouthelpingoneanother,youhad

noaccommodationwhenyouarrivedinBotswana



Iam

andyoualmostgotraped.Igaveyouaplacetostay

Sophia:AndI'm gratefulforthat,ijustdon'tthinkI'll

enjoymymoneyifyougivemethedutyofnow

supportingyourkids.Iwanttodosomethingilike,i

wanttoopenatutorialschoolforsignlanguageand

hireatleast2people.Idon'twantametalworkshop

that'syourdream notmine.Iwanttobeateacher.

Tinashe:Butwecanbothdothat

Sophia:Wecanbutifyoubringyourchildrento

Botswanathenwhowillsupportthem?Schoolfees?

Medicalexpenses?Rentofabiggerhouseto

accommodatethem?

Tinashe:SchoolsarefreeinBotswana

Sophia:ForBatswanayesbutyourchildrenarenot.

Freethingsareforthelocalsonly,evenattheclinic

ifoneofthem issicktheywon'tbetreatedforfree

andgetfreemedicineslikethelocals.

Tinashe:Butpublicschoolsarenotexpensiveeven

fortheforeignersbecauseithinkit'sP30forterm.

It'snotbad,iwon'tfailtopayP30inthreemonths

that'sthemoneyispendonairtime.Mychildrenare
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yourchildrenandweshouldn'tthinkofusasyouand

i,weareone.

Sophia:Ineedtothinkaboutthis.I'lltalktoyoulater.

I'm leavingforGaboronenow.

Tinashe:Usingthebus?

Sophia:Yes

Tinashe:I'llcomesaybyeatthebusrank,whattime

areyouleaving?

Sophia:(lookedatthetime)It'sabouttoleavenow,

myphoneiscutting.I'lltextyou

ShehungupandsighedasBamegotinandclosed

thedoor.

Bame:Ready?

Sophia:(sighed)Tinasheisnotmybrother,heismy

boyfriend...Wemetafewmonthsagowheniarrived

inBotswana.Igotattackedbysomeboyswhostole

mymoneyafterihadplaitedalotofpeople.They
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stolemymoneyandicouldn'tpayrentsoTinashe

offeredmeaccommodationthenwestarteddating

soonafter.Monthsagohetoldmehisboss'swife

needsanorganandhegottestedbuthewasn'ta

match,onedaywhengoingthroughmymedical

papershenoticediam typeOthenwhenhe

convincedmetodothis.Hesaidheisgettinghalf

becauseitshisdealbutnowthemoreithinkabout

it...Heischeatingmebecauseitsmyorgan,if

anythinghemustgetlike20Knot100Kit'snotfair

becauseI'llbethesickone,am ibeingunfair?And

nowhewantstobringhis2childrentoBotswana

whichwillobviouslybemyexpense.Mykidneywill

besupportingthem yetwejustrecentlymet.Ifeel

likeheisusingmeandhonestlythemoreithink

aboutthemoneyhewantstheangrieriget.Idon't

thinkhelovesme,hejustlikedtheideaofhavinga

womanwhocooksforhim andnowhewantsto

cashusingme.Am ibeingwrong?

Bame:I'm stillstuckonyouhavingaboyfriend,you

liedtome!

Sophia:I'm sorry
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Bame:Ihatelies

Sophia:Sorry

Bame:Soam iasideniggaorwhat?

Sophia:You'renot,you'remyhusbandandiloveyou

butI'm reluctanttobreakupwithTinashebecause

hemightjustexposeussincehe'dhavenothingto

lose.

Bame:True,that'strue...Youcanstallhim fora

whilethen...Sohewantshalfofyourmoney?

(laughed)Andyouagreed?

Sophia:Hehasatemperandhewastheonlyperson

whocouldhelpme.Beinginaforeigncountryisnot

easywhenyou'reawoman.

Bame:100Kisnotfair,evenagentswhoadvertise

propertiesdon'tget50%.

Sophia:I'm thinkingthedaywebreakupishould

givehim 10Kjustbecausehemadeitpossible.Is

thatagoodidea?Kana10Kistoolow?

Bame:It'snot,rememberyou'regoingtobesickfor

awhileandyoudon'tknowwhatcomplicationsyou'll
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have.

Sophia:Ok...

Hestartedthecarandleanedoverkissingher...

Bame:Atleastwedon'thavesecretsanymore,right?

Sophia:(smiledandlaughed)Yes...

Theysmiledlookingatoneanotheranddroveoff...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmandasmiledstandingatthe

doorashermothersteppedoutofthecar,hersmile

disappearedasshegotcloserandnoticedhow

muchweightshehadlost.

Her:Wherearemygrandbabies
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Amanda:They'reinside

Theyhuggedandwalkedinthehouseholding

hands..

Amanda:Howareyou?

Her:I'm alittleexhausted,I'm toooldtodrivesucha

distancenow...

Amanda:Youlooksick,

Her:Yeah,I'm notwell.

Amanda:Italkedtothehousehelperandweagreed

onatopupforhertohelpusaroundthehouse.

Her:Ohgood...

Theywalkedinthebedroom thenhermothersmiled

lookingatthefitbabieslyingontheblankets.She

satdownandtouchedtheirlittlehands..
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Her:They'resobeautiful...Lindatoldmetheirfather

isBatsile

Amandalookeddownembarrassed...

Her:Thereissomethingscaryabouthim buthesure

isgoingtogiveyoubeautifulbabies...Icanseehis

lipsalready.

Amandasmiledandlookedatthekids...

Her:Whatdidhesay?

Amanda:Heisfeelingguiltyaboutthekidsgrowing

upwithoutknowinghim andifeelthesamewaybut

wehadanagreement.Idon'twanttohurtAmane

Her:ThesameAmanewhohadchildrenwithhim

whilehewaswithyou?Shedeservesthisand

more...Ifshefoundnothingwrongwithher

behaviourthenI'm sureshewon'tmind.Ihopeyou
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won'tallowhernearmygrandchildrenbecausei

won'tbesurprisediftheygetsickassoonasshe

leaves.

Amanda:Amaneisnotlikethat

Her:Thatgirlwasraisedbyanoldwomanandyou

knowwhattheysayaboutgirlslikethat,their

grandmothersleavethem thokolosis.

Amanda:Wehavegrownapartsoshewon'tcome

here,wejusttalkonthephone.

Her:Don'ttalktoher,thesechildrenarewhat'sgoing

tobreakhermarriagedoyouthinkshewillbehappy

foryouifshefindsoutheisthefather?Stayaway

from thatgirlandblockherfrom yourphone.Batsile

shouldalsohavethefreedom toseehischildren

Amanda:weagreedonhim notseeingthem

Her:Doyouthinkfatherlesschildrenenjoyit?Don't

tortureyourchildren,thosesperm donation

nonsenseisforthewhitepeople.Youcan'tpunish

Batsilelikethat.

Amanda:Heunderstands..
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Her:Heisjustgoingalongwithwhatyouaskedfor.

Allowhim tobeclosetothechildren,I'm notsaying

sleepwithhim becausethatonewillhappen

automaticallyashegrowsclosertothechildren.Do

youwantAmane'schildrentogetallhishardwork?

Amanda:Ifhediesiwillpersonallymakesuremy

childrengettheirfairshare.Ijustdon'twantto

troublethem,itmakesmelooklikeabitterstupidex

andI'm notthat.

Her:KaretellBatsilehecanseehisdaughters

anytimehewants,justthatnothingmore.

Amanda:YeahbutI'm makingprogress,idon'twant

tobestuckinthepastandidon'twanthim tokeep

goingbackandforthbetweenusbecausehewill

givenanopportunity.Hediditbeforefor2yearsso

ifhehaschildrenwithusandikeepinvitinghim he

won'tchoosemeoverher.Hewilljustenjoy

himself...idon'teventhinkheisthetypetocheat.

Her:Iam sayinggivethechildrenachancetohavea

father.Afatheriswhatwearetalkingabouthere...

NotsexbetweenyouandBatsile.
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Amanda:Ok

Therewasaknockonthebedroom door...

Helper:Bedroom eready

Her:Takemybagsfrom thecarthen,whatareyou

waitingfor?!Theotherpinklargebaghasmy

bedding,takethem outanddomybedthencook

motogoforme.

Helper:Eemma.

Thegirlquicklywalkedoutsideandbegunworking.

Amandasadlylookeddown,knowinghowsofther

helperwasshecouldonlyimaginehow

uncomfortableshemighthavebeenwithhermother

aroundbutthenshecouldn'tjustscoldhermother.

Herphonerangthenshewalkedoutpicking...

Amanda:Hello?
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Linda:Mamaotsile?

Amanda:Yeah,whydidyoutellhermysecret?Now

shewantsBatsiletobepartofthechildren'slives.

Linda:What?Iwasjustgossiping.Ididn'tthinkshe'd

tellyouitoldher.

Amanda:Kanamamaisgoingtotelleveryonewho

comeshere.Itwon'tbeasecret

Linda:Shewon'tdon'tworry.Lewenamma,ican't

believeyouchoseBatsile.It'sonlyamatteroftime

beforewestartseeinghiseyesandmouthonyour

kids,hischildrenalllookalikeclearlyhehasstrong

genes.

Amanda:Ididn'tthinkthatfar,ididbutithoughtofit

asinhim givingmecutebabiesnotthatpeople

wouldnotice.Nowidon'tknow.

Linda:Kemathata...andpleasedon'tletthat

woman'shaterubonyou.Iknowsheisgoingto

wanttohurtAmanethroughyou,don'tletithappen.

Amaneisstilloursister.

Amanda:Iwon't,mmeAmanekilean'betrayer.I
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pickedadumpedexbutshetookaboyfriendand

had2kidswithhim.Lifeisfunny,(sighed)despiteall

thisistillherwell,iwishitwaspossibletogoback

towhatwewereassisters.

Linda:Itwillneverhappenwiththosetwins.Just

stayawayfrom eachotherbutdon'thateeachother.

SheisabouttoleaveforChina,callherandwishher

wellbecauseI'm sureshe'dcallyou.Benicebutnot

tooclosebecauseoftheconflictofinterest.Becivil.

Amanda:Yeahthat'swhatI'm planning,letmego

backtothekids.

Linda:Ok,bye

ShehungupandclickedonAmane'sphone

consideringtowishherwellbutthensheblocked

herandwalkedaway.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonBasimanedrovethroughthe
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gateandparkedthecar,hisfatherandSummer

steppeddownandthechildrenrantowardsher

screamingandgaveheragrouphugwhileBasi

stoodby...

Basi:Hello?I'm theuncle!

Chaseturnedaroundlaughingandhuggedhim..

Chase:(laughed)Weloveauntiemore

Basi:You'renotloyal

Chase:Ithoughtyou'llcomewithJunior

Basi:Thecarwouldbefullwhenwegetback

rememberweareheretocollectyou,you'llbewith

Junioruntilyourmom anddadgetback.

Chase:Ok,ican'twaittoseeJunior,heisfunny.

Chasewalkedovertohisgrandfatherandgreeted
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him astheotherchildrenjumpedontheoldman...

Chase:Grandpaareyougoingtosingforus?

Diamond:Iwantyoutosingforme

Oldman:(laughed)Yes,ibroughtmyguitar.It'sin

theboot.Wearegoingtosingformama.

BamepulledoverandsteppedoutwithSophia,

BameandBasibumpedshouldersbeforeBame

pickedChaseandputhim overhisshouldersasthey

laughed.

Basi:(shookSophia'shand)Hi

Sophia:Hello..

Theyallwalkedtowardsthehousechattingwhile

Sophiasmiledupdatingherstatus,shepostedon

facebookforfriendsandalmostforgottohidethe

postfrom Tinashe,shechangedhersettingsto
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"friendsexceptTinashe"

Simbaparkedthecarandsteppedoutashiswife

gotoutandjoinedtheladies,BameandSimba

shoulderbumpedasBasijoinedthem.

Basi:Mufasayou'rehere

Simba:Iwantedtoseemyboybeforeheleavesfor

China.

Basi:Hopefullytheycomebackgood

Simba:Theywill,definitely

Theguyschattedwalkingtowardsthehouse..

Meanwhileinthebedroom Batsilesatonthe

bedsidelookingatAmanelyingdownweakasthey

heldhands...
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Amane:Asmuchasdialysishelpskeepmealiveits

reallypainful,gagomonategolalantekospatela...I

am tiredofgettingsick.IwishIcouldhaveanormal

lifelikeotherpeople.Ipracticallystayinthehospital

andihaveholesinmybodywheretheyinserttubes...

Gasebotshelo...SetseerehaeleWednesdaykea

tshoga...Wheneverilookatthedaysoftheweek

andrealisetomorrowI'm goingfordialysismyheart

justskips...Iam notliving,it'slikeI'm being

punishedforsomething.Gakeisekeitumelemo

botshelong.Wheniwasbornmymothertriedtokill

meandneighbourscaughther,myfatherdecidedto

getme.Igrewupmywholelifebeggingmymother

toloveme,what'ssadisthatevenasanadultIwish

Icouldchatwithmymotherlikeotherwomen.Iwish

ihadthesupportofmymotherbutiappreciatethat

Godgavemeahusband...

Heheldherhandasshetalkedtearfully

Batsile:Exactly....That'swhatyoushouldfocuson
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becauseiloveyou,thechildrenloveyouandmy

familylovesyou.Aboveallyourgrandparentslove

you.

Amane:(smiled)True...

Batsile:(smiledandleanedoverkissingherforehead)

Hearthosevoicesoutside?It'speoplewholoveyou..

Theystoppedeverythingandcametosendusoff

safely.That'sallyouneed.Ithoughtyou'llbefit

enoughtogooutandhavedinnerwitheveryoneat

therestaurantbutguesswhat,wewillhavedinner

righthere...WewillbraaiinthebackyardthenI'm

takingyououttolayonthepoolbedloungechairso

wecancelebratethislittlefamily.

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhestoodupand

walkedout...

Amane:Andbabe?

Batsile:(turnedaround)Mma?

Amane:UnblockAmanda,iwanttoseewhat'sgoing
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tohappen...

Batsile:About?

Amane:Aboutherchildren,shemusthavehadplan

whensheaskedyoutofatherherchildren.Ifsheis

tryingtogetclosureorrevengeiwanthertogetit

andheal.Ijustwanttoseeifshewillsticktothe

sperm donarthingorchangeandusethosechildren.

Iknowforafactyou'reonthebirthcertificatesleha

wenaoregaanagodirajalo

Batsile:Shewon't,weagreedonhernotincluding

mebecauseshesaidshejustwantsthesperm nota

fatherfigure.Theagreementwastohelpoutwith

thesperm onlynothingmore,ieventoldherI'm

marriedandiwouldn'twantdramashepromised

thatwon'thappen.

Amane:You'reaman,youwon'tunderstandwomen...

Braceyourselfformidnightcallsgotwebanaba

lwalaoyekwa.

Batsile:ThenI'lljustputanendtoit,that'sthedrama

Iwasavoidingwhenidecided-

Amane:(laughedinterrupting)You'reyettolearna
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biglessonaboutwomenwenarragweditwins

Helaughedlookingather...

Batsile:Soyou'remakingthisajoke?

Amane:(laughed)I'm not,koorelankgathawenale

Amanda...Bothofyouractionshaveshockedme...

I'm shockedthatofallthemenintheworldshe'd

askmyhusband...Husbandibilewithoutaskingme.

I'dbedamnedifitsnotrevengebutlewenayour

responseshockedme,likewhynotjustsayno

insteadofdoingallthis.Kerayagoreorragwedi

twinsrra

Batsile:(laughed)Babethemmacomeon,(they

laughed)I'm goingtowelcomeeveryone,I'llcome

getyou

Amane:Okrragweditwins

Heshookhisheadandwalkedoutthenshelaughed

andlaiddown....
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AtTinashe'sHouse...

LaterthateveningTinashepouredthecannedfish

ontheplatethenhecutaloafofbreadwithhis

handsbeforepickingupthebottleofcokeand

sittingonthebedwhilewatchinghistinyTV..

Heatehalftheplateandputdownitdown

thoughtfully,hepickedhisphonesuckinghisfingers

anddialedSophiabuttherewasnoanswer.Heused

hislastP5tosubscribefora1daysocialmedia

packagethenhecheckedhisWhatsApp,shewas

onlinethenhesmiledandsentheramessage.

Tinashe:Hibabe,talktome.Haveyouarrivedsafely

inthecapital?

Shegotofflinethenhefrowned,heclickedonhis

statusesandnoticedshehadupdatedherstatus

hoursback.Heclickedonitandwatchedher
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picturesload,herandBametravelling,hishandon

herthighinthecarwithboththeirweddingringson.

Theirpicturesstandingunderroadsigns.Bame

holdingherwaistcloserandavideoclipofher

smilingtothecamerafixingherhairthenBame

walkingbehindherandkissingherneck.Heturned

herheadandkissedherthenheputhishandover

thecamerablocking.Hisheartpoundedthenhe

wentbacktoclickonitagainbutithadjustbeen

deleted...

Heclickedonfacebookandnoticedhehadn'tseen

herstatusesinmonths,wasshehidingherposts

from him?Thatvideoflashedinhismemorylikeit

wasonrepeatmode.

Sophia:(finallyreplied)Iarrived.Thanksdear

Tinashe:Dear?

Sophia:Thanksbabe,Summerandiaremaking

somethingforAmanetoeat,thebrothersandtheir

fatherareoutsidesoilltalktoyoulater.Gobusy
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Tinashe:IsawyourstatuswhereBamewaskissing

you

Sophia:Wewerejustactingforthepeople.Wehave

tomakethisbelievable.

Tinashe:Ican'tbelieveyouthinkI'm stupidenough

tobelievethis.Tellthosebrothersiwilldestroythem,

iknowsecretsthatcangetbothofthem introuble.

TellBatsileandBamethatisaidthat.Howcanyou

playmelikethat?IwilldestroyBatsile'smarriage

withjustonephonecalltosomeoneandheknows

whothatsomeoneis...AsforyouandBame,ireally

hopeyou'rereadytogotojail.

Shegavehim blueticksandwentofflinethenhe

liftedthemattressandcheckedifpassportdayshad

notexpiredthenhedialedthepolice.

Voice:ThankyouforcallingMaunpoliceservices,

mayihelpyou?

Tinashe:MynameisTinashe,isitlegaltosellan
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organinBotswana?Iknowsomepeoplewhoare

involvinginthetradingofakidneytransplantandi

wasjustwonderingifitsallowedinBotswana..

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtTinashe'sHouse

Voice:ThankyouforcallingMaunpoliceservices,

mayihelpyou?

Tinashe:MynameisTinashe,isitlegaltosellan

organinBotswana?Iknowsomepeoplewhoare

involvinginthetradingofakidneytransplantandi

wasjustwonderingifitsallowedinBotswana..

Voice:Idon'tunderstandwhatyoumean.

Tinashe:TheZimbabweanladyissellingherorgan

Voice:Whereisshe?Doesshehavepapers?Isshe

hereillegally?

Tinashe:No,shehaspapersandtheygotmarriedso

thattheycandonateoneanotherakidney.

Voice:(sighed)Sowearetalkingaboutmarried

people?
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Tinashe:yesthey'realreadymarried

Voice:AwomanwhocametoBotswanalegallyand

ismarriedtoaMotswana?Youknowthatmeans

sheistechnicallyaMotswanaright?Howdoyou

evenknowabouttheirplantodonateoneanotheran

organ?

Tinashe:Well,shemarriedthebrotherinlawtothe

personsheisdonatingtonotbecauseoflove,she

doesn'tlovehim.

Voice:Howdoyouknowdeepthingslikelove?What

areyoutothem?Areyoufamily?

Tinashe:No,I'm herexboyfriendandicanrecord

hertoprovewhatisgoingon.

Voice:Oexboyfriend?(sighedandblockedthe

phonemouthpiecelookingatanotherofficer)Allen

comeassistmeheregodiexkakwanoledi

transplant,lentimilemagwinyanerra?

Voice2:T-raxleftsomeforyouinthecar.

Voice:(backtothephone)Morenaholdonfor

someonewhowillassistyou.
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Tinashe:Ok

Voice2:Hello?

Tinashe:Hi,mynameisTinashe.Iknowsomeone

whogotmarriedforthewrongreasons,theywanted

todonateoneanotherakidney.

Voice:Wedon'thaveacaratthemomentbutwewill

callthem oversowecaninvestigate.Thankyoufor

reporting.Bye

Tinashe:Wait...Butyoudon'thavetheirnumbers

Voice:Ohofcourse,thanksforremindingme.What

aretheirnumbers?

Tinashesaidouttheirnumberwhilethepolice

officerlistened...

Voice:Thankyou,haveagoodday.

HehungupthenhesighedanddialedAmane...
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Amane:Hello?

Tinashe:Hima'am,it'sTinashe

Amane:Ohhi,howareyou?

Tinashe:I'm fine..ActuallyI'm not...I'm nothappy

withthewayyourhusbandandbrotherinlaware

treatingmebutthat'snotwhyicalled.Ijustcalledto

tellyouthatyourhusbandisinfertile.Hetoldmehe

usedhisbrother'sspermstoimpregnateyoubutthe

brotherwasfeelingguiltysoheneededadonor.He

paidme5Ktodonatehim mysperms.

Amane:Really?

Tinashe:Hetoldmehimselfthatheisinfertileand

thatheneededspermsbecausehisbrotherwas

refusingtohelp.Thosechildrenarenothis,they're

hisbrothersandheisplanningtoimpregnateyou

withmysperms.Iguessthemedicationyou're

takingisthereasonyou'renotpregnantbutheis

planningtousemysperms.Heisinfertile

Amane:Ididn'tknowheisinfertile.Thanksfor
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lettingmeknow.

Tinashe:Don'ttellhim itoldyouso.

Amane:EerraIwon'ttellhim.Bye

HehungupandsigheddialingSophia..

Sophia:Hello?

Tinashe:Ireportedyou,iguessthetriptoChinais

over

Sophia:Reportedmeforwhat?whatproofdoyou

have?Ihaven'tevenreceivedanymoney

Tinashe:Waitfortheinvestigation..Andthatinfertile

idiotwillpaytoo,ijusttoldhiswifeeverythingabout

howBamehasbeenmakingbabiesforhim.

Sophia:(laughed)Batsileisnotinfertile,you'rethe

idiothere.Hegaveawayyourspermshewasn't

usingthem onhiswife.Heusedthem onthisother

ladyhernameisAmanda,shenowhas2ofyour

daughters.Stopmakingafoolofyourself.Iwas
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planningtogiveyou15Koutof"this"allbecauseyou

madeitpossibleformetofindajobandbythati

meanmyhusbandisopeningaschoolformeto

teachsignlanguage.Keepharassingmeandpeople

aroundmeyou'llwalkawaywithnothing.

Tinashe:Youdidn'ttellmeyou'dgivemesomething,

ithoughtyou'rejustdumpingme.Doyoumeanit

aboutgivingme15K?

Sophia:I'm notheartlessTinashe,Iwouldn'tjustend

thingswithyouafterallyoudidforme...

Tinashe:(smiled)OK,I'llnotharassyou.I'llcall

Amaneandtellheriwasn'tserious.

Sophia:Thedamagehasbeendonealready.Ionly

knowthisbecauseBameandiwerechattingabout

everythinganditoldhim whathappenedwiththe

spermsthat'swhenhetoldmeexactlywhat

happened.

Tinashe:Iftheycallyoujusttellthem Ihave

schizophrenia.Atleastwehaveproofofthatand

theywon'ttakemeseriously

Sophia:Thatremindsme,aretakingyourmedication?
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Tinashe:They'refinished,thebusinessislowandI'm

notgettingenoughsleepbecauseyou'restressing

meout.

Sophia:Iwillsendyousomethingbeforeileave

pleasemakesurethatyougetthepillsandgetback

ontrack,youknowwhathappenswhenyoudon't

takeyourmedication.Stopactingimpulsiveand

callingpeople.Don'tcallthepoliceoranyone.

Tinashe:Ok,butatleastgivememoneyifyou're

goingtoleaveme.

Sophia:Iwillgiveyousomemoneyjustnotnow.

DoesBatsileknowyouhaveschizophrenia?

Tinashe:Hewouldn'thaveusedmyspermsifhe

knew,whyareyouasking?Ihadnochoice,please

don'tsayanything.Whyareyouasking?

Sophia:Iwasjustwondering,Ihavetogo.

Tinashe:Ok,bye

Hehungupandloggedonfacebookgoingthrough

Batsile'sfriendlistthenhesearchedforAmanda.He
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clickedonherprofileandsmiledlookingatacover

pageofthebaby'sfeetswiththeirtagsaroundtheir

ankles.Hecouldn'tbelievehehaddaughters...The

ladylookedbeautiful,quiterichtoo...Batsilehadjust

cheatedhim,thereisnowaytwochildrencanbe

worth5K.Hehadtobepaidareasonableamount.

Hesentherafriendrequestandlaiddown.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBatsileswitchedoffthelightsand

joinedhiswifeinbed..

Amane:Tinashecalledme,idon'tknowwherethisis

allgoing.

Batsile:Whatdidhesay?

Amane:Hewasjusttellingmewhatyoutoldhim,

Batsile:ThatI'm infertile,etc?

Amane:Yes,hethinksI'm notpregnantbecauseof
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thesickness.

Batsile:Mshaneyowapekawaitse..

I'llcallhim.

BatsilegotoffthebedanddialedTinasheashe

walkedout...

Tinashe:Hello?

Batsile:OtaanyelaTinashe,whydidyoucallmywife?

Tinashe:I'm sosorry,italkedtoSophiaandwe

sortedourproblems.

Batsile:Otaanyelakanawaits.Ifyoukeeppoking

meI'llmakesureMaunbecomesyourhell.

Tinashe:Butyouguystookmygirlfriend

Batsile:Yousaidheisyoursister,hadyoutoldus

thetruthSophiawouldn'tevenhavebeeninhis

houseinthefirstplace.DoyouthinkBasiwould

haveallowedhim tobeclosetoher?Thisisyour

mess,layonitandstopdraggingmywifeonit.
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Tinashe:Sorry...Sowhodidyougivemyspermsto?

Don'tideservetoknowmychildren?

Batsile:Ididn'tuseyoursperms.Ichangedmymind

anddisposedthem.

Tinashe:Ok,Isee.I'm sorryforeverything.Iwillstep

back.

Hehungupandwalkedbacktothebedroom where

Amanewaslyingdown.Helaidbehindherandput

hishandsaroundher...

Batsile:Goodnight

Amane:Goodnight...

Hekissedheranddozedoff....

AtAmanda'sHouse....
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ThenextmorningAmandagotupandbreastfedher

firstdaughter,shepickedherphoneandgoton

facebookthensheclickedonafriend'srequest...

TheirmutualfriendswereAmaneandtheMotsumi

brothers,sheclickedonhisprofileandwentdown

hiswalllookingathispostadvertisingmetalbaths,

burglarbarsandslidinggates.Onsomeposthe

postedsomegardenstalkingaboutheisaparttime

gardener.Itwasweirdthatthisdirtymanwouldeven

sendherarequest...Ormaybehethoughtshe

stayedinMaunandhecouldbehergardener.She

clickedonhispicturesandfrowned..Partofher

wantedtojudgebutthenapartofherknewbetter

thantojudgepeoplebasedontheirlooksorthings

theycouldn'tcontrollikehavingalazyeye.She

deletedhisrequestandwentonwithherbrowsing...

SheclickedonWhatsAppandrepliedafewpeople

thenshetypedamessage.

Amanda:Hi,weneedtotalk.Canwemeet?
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Batsile:Aboutwhat?I'm headingtotheairport.

Amanda:Ineedtotellyousomething.Ithought

aboutthiswholething.Idon'tknowifmymotherhas

apointormysister.Idon'ttrustmyjudgement

becauselatelyihaven'tbeenusingmyhead.Iget

advicefrom allsidesandI'm confused.

Batsile:About?

Amanda:Ithinkyoushouldbepartofthechildren's

lives.

Batsile:No,you'renotgoingtopullthatcardonme

Amanda.Imadedecisionsbasedonyourrequest.

Hadyoutoldmeyouwantafatheriwouldhavesaid

Nobecauseihavealotofchildren.

Amanda:Soyoudon'twantthem?

Batsile:That'snotwhatisaid.

Amanda:Doyouknowthatlegallyyou'retheirfather

andyou'reexpectedtosupportthem?

Batsile:Soyou'regoingtousethelawcardagain?

You'resopredictable.Iknewthisdaywouldcome

butididn'texpectittobethissoon.Thebabiesare
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literally2daysoldandyou'rebeingababymama.

Amanda:I'm justsayingyou'refreetoseethe

childrenandiftheywantyouI'dexpectyoutobe

there.Itwon'thurtyoutobenicetoyourchildren.

Batsile:They'renotmine.Leavemealone.I'm

blockingyou.Yousaidyouwantspermsandigave

them toyounowyouwantafather?I'm blockingyou.

You'repredictable,ican'tbelieveiwasright,hadi

refusedtohelpyouyouwouldhavepunishedme

andnowyou'reblackmailingme.

Amanda:Rrakaresapotabanahelajaakabaga

Amane.

Batsile:I'm blockingyou.Kegoneetsedisperm

that'sthebesticoulddo.I'm abouttogetinthe

plane.Don'tevertalktome.

HecutthecallthenshetypedAmane'snumberto

unblockher,onsecondthoughtsshesighedandput

herphonedown.Therewasanotificationofthe

friendrequestagainonfacebookandshechecked,it

wasstillthesameTinashemaninblueoveralls.She
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blockedhisannoyingSandputdownherphone

angrily.

AWEEKLATER....

*

*

*

*

*

*



Iam

#100

InChina...

LyingonthehospitalwithanIVonherarm Amane

slowlylookedaroundthehospitalroom,itdidn't

evenfeellikeshewasinChinabecausethiswasthe

onlyroom she'dseensinceshearrived,shethought

she'dbeonherwaybackhomebutthiskidneyhad

itsplans.Shedidn'tunderstandhowherbodycould

berejectingtheorganshetravelledsofartoget....

Thethoughtofherchildrenwithoutamotherbroke

herheartespeciallyforherlittlegirls.Shecould

almostseeherselfintheireyes...Beinggivena

compositiontowriteabouthermother'sdayonlyto

writeaboutafictionalmothersheonlysawinher

dreams...Shecouldn'timagineherdaughtersgetting

theirfirstperiodswithoutherjustlikeherandhow
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difficultitwastobuypadswithoutgetting

embarrassed.Thesearethelittlethingssheknew

matterswhenyou'reateengirlandshedidn'twant

herdaughtersgoingthroughthis...Shelookedather

IVastheliquiddropped.AChinesenursewalkedin

andsmiled...

Her:Hi,it'stimeforyourmedicine..

Amane:Isitworking?

Her:Thedoctorwillcomeseeyoubutyouhavetobe

strong...

Sheputthemedicationthroughhercannulaand

checkedherswollenlegsthenshenotedafew

thingsonhermedicalcardbeforewalkingout....

AtthegreatWallofChina....

BatsileandBamewalkedbehindagroupoftourists
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intheirsneakersandsunhats...Theystoppedand

admiredthelongwall,itwashardtobelieveitwas

mandate.Theywalkedintoawatchtowerand

lookedattheendlesshistorywall...

Batsileturnedandlookedathowlongthewallof

Chinawas,thiswasjustsomethinghesawin

movies...Themovieshewatchedindvdsontheir

tinyTVatthefarm andnowhewasinChinalooking

atalldifferentpeoplefrom differentcountriesand

races...Theherdboy,itwaslikeadejavumoment...

Amomenthejustusedtopicturewhilewatchingthe

cattlegraze...Emotionsfilledhischestandhe

lookedathisbrotherwhowasequallylostin

memorieslookingatthegreatwallofChina...

Bameclenchedhisjawsfightinghisemotionsbut

from beingaherdboytoataximan,acompany

directorandnowaffordingtostayinChinafora

week...HeswallowedtearfullyandsighedasBatsile

puthisarm overhim...
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Batsile:Thisisbreathtaking...

Bame:Iknow...Iwishmamawasalivesowecan

showhertheworld...Shedeservedtoseethisafter

raisinguswithsuchastruggle...Ihatedeath.

Batsile:Iwishitwaspossiblebuthavingafamily

helpsacceptsuchpain...MywishisforAmaneto

recover...Ihatethatdoctorsthinkherbodyis

rejectingthekidney...Allthesewouldbefornothing.

Ihaveseriousdebtsandifshedoesn'tmakeitit

wouldallbeworthfornothing.

Bame:Ibelieveshewillmakeit...

Batsile:Ifyousayso...

Bameturnedandlookedathim thenhesmiled...

Bame:AndithinkI'm readytostartafamily,iwant

tohaveakid...

Batsile:(smiled)It'sabouttime
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Bame:IfthingsgowellwithSophiaiwantakidnext

year.

Batsile:Don'tplanit,justfuckandfuck,ifyouthink

aboutititwon'thappen.Jahelaotautwakaene

kanaobonakaenegoreyakeseragile.

Bame:(laughed)Yeah,doyoueverthinkaboutDiva?

Batsile:Divakemang?

Bame:ThatgirlinMutare,ididn'tuseacondom

kanaandIneverheardfrom her.Whatifkedirile

ngwanakoMutare?

Batsile:Didyougethernumber?

Bame:Ilostmyphoneonourwayremember?But

thenshedidn'thaveaphone.Shewastooyoungto

haveaphone.

Batsile:WelliheardthatinZim whenagirlfalls

pregnantherfamilysendshertowhoever

impregnatedher.

Bame:Isn'tthatamyth?

Batsile:Idon'tknoweither,howaboutyouask

Simbait'shercousinakerekanaotshabagomo
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tena?

Bame:No,Simbaisagoodguyhewillunderstand.

Heisunderstanding,hewillprobablygetangrywith

mebecauseDivawasyoungbutthenhewillhelpme

out.Ijustwanttomakesureididn'tmakeababy

beforehavinganother,thereasonI'm takingsolong

tohavechildrenisbecauseidon'twantmychildren

totastepovertyortobegmetobeagoodfatherto

them...KgangyagaDivareallyeatsme,shewasa

virgin

Batsileturnedandlookedathim...

Batsile:Wenalewenamr..

Bame:Iknow,iusedtobestupidbutifkedirile

ngwanakebatagomothokomelasenteandifDiva

droppedoutofschooliwanttodorightbyher

beforeicanstartafamilywithSophia.

Batsile:Butitmakessensegoiphuthamethala

beforesettlingdown.
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Thebrotherstookafewpicturesofoneanotherand

evenaskedacouplepassingbytotakepicturesof

them togetherbeforewalkingout.Batsilelookedat

thetimeandtheyhurried..

Atthehospital...

LateronBatsilepushedthedooropenandstepped

inthenhecloseditandlookedatAmanelying

thoughtfullyonthebed.

Heheldherhandandhelpedheroffthebed...

Amaneslowlysteppedoverinahospitalgownand

anIVonherarm asshelaidherheadonhischest

puttingherarmsaroundhisstrongtorso.Batsile

huggedherwithhishandrunningthroughherhairas

theyrockedbackandforth...
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Hetookouthisphoneandplayedherfavouritesong

"10,000hours"thenhedroppedthephoneonthe

bedandheldherastheystoodonthemiddleofthe

hospitalroom hugging,hecaressedherhairand

kissedherheadbeforehuggingheragain...

Batsile:Wearegoingbacktogether...Ourchildren

arewaiting,wehaven'tevenhadseriousfightsthat

marriedpeopleexperience...Wehavetogoand

annoyeachother..

Shelaughedwithherheadonhischestasherocked

herbackandforth...

Amane:Imissmychildren

Batsile:Youhavetosit,wedon'twanttodisturbyour

operation...
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Hehelpedhersitandsatnexttoherthenheleaned

overandkissedher...

Batsile:Whatdidthedoctorsay?

Amane:Nothing,hewassupposedtoseeme.

Batsile:BameandSophiaareleavingtomorrow

becausesheisrecoveringwellandthedoctorsgave

herthegreenlight.

Amane:Ok,I'm stillwaitingtohearfrom them.

Batsile:Atleasttheswellingisgoingdown...Let'sbe

positive.

Amane:I'm justworriedthatthismeansweare

spendingmoremoney.Idon'twantyoutobein

debts,isavedsomemoneyfrom thecompany

Batsile:Itoldyoutostopworrying,igotthis...I

foundwaystogetdonations.Wearegood...Stop

worryingaboutmoneyandfocusonyourhealth.I

am thehusbandhere,letmedotheworryingabout

money.

Amane:(sighed)OK...
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Hehuggedherashisphonereceivedamessage

from anunsavednumber.Heleanedbackand

clickedonhisWhatsAppthenheclickedonthetwin

babypictures...Helookedatthepicturesandignored

themessage.

AtAmanda'sOffice....

MeanwhileBackinGaboroneAmandawalkedoutof

thehouseinherformalweartalkingtothephone

andgotintjecarthenshedroveoff...

Linda:I'm just,don'tyouthinksheisjustusingyou?

Sheisjustturningyouintoalittlesnake.Whoplans

suchthingsabouthersister'shusband.Thiswhole

thingisjustdepressing.Youneedtotellhertocome

backtoMaunandithinkyou'resufferingfrom

depression.You'reatickingbomoandifanything

setsyouoffyou'rejustgoingtogocrazy.
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Amanda:I'm notcrazy

Linda:Youdon'tthinkwantingyoursister'shusband

iscrazy?You'rescaringme,ihopeyouneverobsess

aboutmymanbecauseI'djustkillyou.Youneedto

checkintoamentalhospital.I'm goingtotalkto

papasowecanbookyouintoamentalhospital

maybeyoudon'tknowthatyoucanactuallybe

bookedthereinvoluntarily.Theytakeyoubyforce

andkeepyouinthereuntilyou'reOK.

Amanda:Iwillhateyouifyoueverdothattome.

Linda:MmekanaI'm goingtodoit,you'returning

intomama.Shechoseyoutocarryherspirit,I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifyoustarthatingyour

childrenwhenBatsilerejectsthem orsomething

becauseidon'tevenbuytherapestoryyagamama

abouthowshegotAmane.Bye...Ihavelotsofwork.

Iswearaccountingsucks.

Amanda:Bye

Shehungupandstoppedthecarthenshewalkedin

theofficeasherphonerang.Shepickedandput
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downherhandbagbeforesitting...

Amanda:Hello?

Tinashe:Hi,you'respeakingtoTinashe.Idon'tknow

ifit'sagoodtimetotalk.

Amanda:TinashethegardeneryagaBatsile?

Tinashe:Eemmait'sme.Canwetalk?

Amanda:Yes,canihelpyou?

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillbe

postedat11pm tonight.

*

*
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#101

AtAmanda'sOffice...

Shepickedandputdownherhandbagbefore

sitting...

Amanda:Hello?

Tinashe:Hi,you'respeakingtoTinashe.Idon'tknow

ifit'sagoodtimetotalk.

Amanda:TinashethegardeneryagaBatsile?

Tinashe:Eemmait'sme.Canwetalk?

Amanda:Yes,canihelpyou?

Tinashe:Idon'tknowhowtostart..

Amanda:Sowhydidyoucallmethen?

Tinashe:Iam thefatherofyourchildren,idonated

thespermsandidon'tthinkthe5Kiwasofferedis
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enoughconsideringihavetwinblood.Igaveyou

twinssoideserveatleast5Kbecauseithoughti

wastalkingaboutonebaby.

Amandaleanedbackindisbeliefandputdownher

phonelookingatthescreenasthecalltimer

countedthenheputitbackonherear.

Amanda:Whatdidyousay?

Tinashe:MrMotsumitoldmehehadinfertility

issuesandaskedmeificouldhelphim out.He

offeredme5K,iwasdesperateanditsoundedlikea

lotofmoney.Hegavemeacontainerandwaited

outsidethenididmythingandgaveittohim.

Yesterdayiheardheisn'treallyinfertileandhewas

gettingthatforyousoithinkyoushouldgivemea

reasonableamountofmoneybecauseigaveyou

twins.

Amanda:Youwantmetopayyou?

Tinashe:Yes,it'sonlyfair.5Kwasfor1baby.
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Amanda:Ididn'tevenaskyouforsperm.I'dnever

pickyouevenifyouwerethelastmanareyoucrazy?

Tinashe:Mysisterwhydon'tyoujustgiveme5Ksoi

canleaveyoualone?Thosearemychildrentobegin

with,youdidn'tdiscusswithmeabouttheconditions

ofouragreementsoicanstillclaim andhavethem

visitmeorvisitmebackathome.

Amanda:You'renottakingmychildrentoZimbabwe.

Tinashe:They'rehalfZimbabweans,theymusthave

Shonanamestoo...Unlessyougiveme5Ktoleave

youalone.

Amandacutthecallandburiedherfacebetweenher

hands.Tearsburnedhereyesasshewentbackto

theveryfirstdayshetalkedtoBatsile...Ifonlyshe

couldturnthehandsoftime.Shestoodupfrom her

chairandtookoffherheelsthensheplacedthem on

thedeskandheldherwaistasshepacedupand

down...Shesatonthecouchandfrownedastears

rolleddownthensheburstintotears....
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Tinashesentcallmebacksoverandoverthenshe

leanedbackandrubbedhertears,shepickedher

phoneanddialedhim..

Tinashe:Hello?Haveyouthoughtaboutit?

Amanda:Yes,I'm willingtogiveyou6Kifyoucan

signanaffidavitofvoluntaryrelinquishmentofyour

parentalrights.

Tinashe:What'sthat?

Amanda:It'saform thatshowyouagreethatacourt

shouldterminateyourparentalrightstoachildin

thiscasetothechildren.

Tinashe:No,I'm notgivingawaymychildren.That

meansiwillnevertalktothem andifidoyougetme

arrestedright?

Amanda:Well,notnecessarily

Tinashe:You'realawyerandiknowyou'lltrytotrick

me.I'm notsigninganything.Ijustwantedyouto

paymesoicanleaveyoualone.Ican'tgiveawaymy

childrenbecausetheyhavesiblingsbackathome.
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Theymightneedeachother.Imightbenothingbuti

makeintelligentchildren.Iam whereiam because

ofmycircumstancesnotbecauseiwasdull.I'm not

signinganything.

Amanda:Ididn'twanttohavechildrenwithyou,i

askedhim forhisdonationandheaskedyou.Why

don'tyouaskhim formoneysinceyoudon'twantto

signtheaffidavit?

Tinashe:Heisnotthemotherofmychildren,thisis

betweenmeandyou.Canyousendme2Kandpay

therestnextweek?Ineedtogopayformy

medication.Ifitfinishesidon'tsleepanditaffects

mywork.

Amanda:Whatmedication?

Tinashe:Ihaveparanoidschizophrenia

Amandastoodupandmassagedherchestasalittle

paincrossedherchest...

Amanda:I'm notgivingyouanymoneybecause



Iam

you'llcomebackformoreandI'm notyourbank.I

am onlygoingtogiveyoumoneyifyousignthe

affidavittohaveyourparentalrightstobe

relinquished.

Tinashe:That'sthepaperthatmenwhoabandon

theirchildrensignsothattheydon'tclaim children

astheirslateron.Whatifmychildreneverneedme?

I'm notabandoningmychildren.Iam poorbutican

lovethem...Icanbethereforthem physicallyand

emotionally.I'm sorryiwillnotdothat,iwouldonly

dothatifiwassureyou'remarriedtosomeoneican

trust.Ididn'tminddoingitforMrMotsumibecausei

trustedhisfatheringbutyoudon'thaveaman...

Whoevercomesmightevenabusethechildren.

Amanda:Iam notparentingwithyou.

Tinashe:Mysisteryoumustunderstandthatiam

notaboarderjumpersoIwillgostraighttocourt

andaskforhelp.Idon'tevenliketheattitudeyour

policeofficersgivesomeoneofmyaccentbutwe

canbetononethingthecourtwillbeveryfair.Thati

knowforafact...You'realawyerI'm sureyouknow

thistoo.
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Amandafurrowedhereyebrowsastearsburnedher

eyes,sherubbedhereyesandstoodupbarefooted

walkingaroundtheoffice...

Amanda:(crying)Whatdoyouwantfrom mene

mothowamodimo?Iam supporting2kids,I'm

payingtheloanigottopaythesurrogateandI'm

payingthemaid,mymotherisalsohereandsheis

myexpense.Iam stayinginasuburbandtherentis

high.Mybusinessisgoingdownbecausein

Gaboronetherearealotoflawfirmscomparedto

Maun...Kereng?(crying)Theinternswhohavebeen

helpingouthavebeentakenbybiggerlawfirmstsa

dicelebritylawyers.Iam basicallyanunderdogin

thecity...Whatdoyouwantfrom me?(screaming)

Whatdoyouwantfrom me?!

Tinashe:P1000then,sendmethattheniwillleave

youalonebutialsohaveexpenses.Ican'tgoaround

givingawaymyspermsforfree...Achildisabig

thing...Youpaidthesurrogatealotofmoney,I'm
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sureit'smorethan50kbutyoudon'twanttopaythe

otherdonorjust5K?Thosearemyspermsmy

sister,ideservebetterthan5K.

Amanda:Iwillsendyou1K,that'sallihave.Ke

motsetsiandtwinsareexpensive.

Tinashe:Ihavechildrentosupporttoo.IfI'm

generousthenmychildrenwillstarve.

Amanda:Iwillsendit.

Tinashe:Thankyou

Shecutthecallandsenthim 1Kthenshetyped

Batsileamessage.

Amanda:AllthatI'veeverdoneistoloveyou.

Regardlessofwhetheritwaswrongtoloveyou,all

thatieverdidwasloveyouandloveyou...Loveyou

evenwhenitmademelookstupid.Nowyouhave

thrownmeintoatoiletlikeausedtissue.Idon'tsee

myselfsurvivingthisone.Whathaveidonetomy

life.Whydidiloveyou.Lovingyouissopainful...I
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regretaskingyouout,myhearthurts...(tearsblurred

hereyesasshetyped)You'vehurtmedeeply

becausenowyouinvolvedmychildren.

Shesentthemessageandleanedovercrying.

Batsile:Therewegoagainwithyouvictimising

yourself,iwasjusttryingtohelpyouwithoutletting

youhurtmebutyoushouldn'tthinkyou'reanangel.

Listenletthisbeawarningtoneverevermesswith

anyone'schildren.Thisoneisforlettingmebelievei

am infertilewhenyouweretheproblem,itsfor

makingmeabandonmychildrenandthepainmy

childrenwentthroughwhenyouhadthelabintern

messwiththeDNAtestresults.I'm notstupidiput2

and2together,afteriaskedyouaboutityoueven

laugheditofflikeitwasnothing.Idon'tgiveafuckif

youdroveallnighttohelpsearchformyson.You

werethereasonhewaslostinthefirstplace.Iam

coldheartedasfuckbutifyoufuckwithmychildren

iwillsliceyourheartandmakeyoueatit.Doesit
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matterthatyoufeltbadalongthewayandturned

thingsaround?Probably,butifeltbaddoingthistoo

sonexttimeyou'renothappywalkawaydon't

punishanotherperson'schildrenfortheirmistakes.I

didn'tplantohurtyou,unlikeyouididn'tplota

revenge.Ijustwentalongwithyourblackmailand

slightlychangedthingstoprotectmyselffrom you.

Nowthatyouknowthey'renotmineleavemealone.

Ifyoustillthinkiam notfairorthinkiwenttoofar

thenyou'resickerthanithink.

Amanda: You'recoldhearted,Ican'tbelieveyou

didthis.

Batsile:Coldheartedisawomanwhoworksvery

hardtopayalabtechniciansotheDNAtestcansay

afatherisn'tthefatherthenturnaroundandwatch

innocentchildrenliveahorriblelifebecausetheir

fatherhadtostepbackbelievingheisn'tthefather.I

giveittoyou,ithoughtitonlyhappenedinmovies

butyoushowedmeotherwise.Butlikeisaidididn't

plantohurtyouI'm justannoyedwithyouwanting

metobethebadguy.Let'sjustnevertalktoone

anotherforpeacesake.You'vefailedbecauseyou
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didexactlywhatiwasafraidyou'ddo.

Sheputherphonedownandsighedrubbingher

tears...

InChina...

Sophiawalkedoutofthetoiletandwalkedinthe

bedroom whereshesatonthebedwhileBamewas

gluedtohisphonetextingwithboththumbs...

Bame:Sowhatdoesthatmean?Shedoesn'thavea

phone?

Simba:Idon'tknowI'm justsayingidon'thaveher

number

Bame:Can'tyouaskyouraunt?Ineedtotalktoher.

Simba:What'sthisabout?

Bame:GolohalekalenyalolagagoDivaandi
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messedaroundandididn'tuseprotection.Shewas

tooyoungtoknowanythingaboutthemorningafter

pillsandI'm notsureifshewasonhersafeperiod.I

knowthatwomendon'talwaysfallpregnantafter

sexandntsekeikgomotsajalothroughouttheyears

butkebatagocomfirmahelagoreagakeadira

ngwana.

Simba:Confirmingafter5years?Soifyoumadea

babywhatdoyouthinkhewaseatingallalong?

Couldn'tyoudothisafter9months?Osematakante?

Bame:Iusedtobeanidiot,iknowbut5yearsisnot

late,pleasecallthem andconfirm.

Simba:Iheardshedroppedoutofschoolbecauseof

pregnancybutidon'tknowhowthatended.

Bame:Shit!Pleasegetmehernumberkebelaelake

dirilengwanagolohale.I'm abouttogotobed,i

knowitsstillduringthedaythatsidesopleasecall

them andgethernumber,evenifyouwakemeit's

stillfinesendit.Youcanaskherwhothefatherisi

justwanttobesure

Simba:Divaistooshy,alsowhenshewasgrowing
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upihadlefthomesosheisnotusedtomeshe

won'tbecomfortable.I'lljustaskforhernumber

thenyoutalktoher.

Bame:Thanksman

Simba:Ifyoumadeababyandonlyremembered

after5yearsthenotsilegonyelaboy.

Bame:It'seasytojudgebutit'sdifferentwhenyou're

ontheotherside.Ididn'tthinkshe'dkeepquiet

aboutthepregnancysowhen9monthspassedi

rubbedheroffmymindthinkingsheisprobablynot

butovertheyearsketakeipotsagorewhatifthis

littlegirlwasafraidtoevensaymynameandsheis

sufferingouttherewithmykidnnaketshamekaka

madibuyingsportscars.Gapeeversinceimet

Tshidiicouldn'tstopwonderingaboutit.

Simba:Letmecallthem then.

Bame:Bye

HeputthephonedownandlaiddownwhileSophia

lookedathim...
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Sophia:What'sgoingon?

Bame:Nothing,justastupidchatwiththeboys.

Heleanedoverandkissedher...

Bame:Readytogohometomorrow?

Sophia:Yeah..

Bame:Goodnight

Bame:Goodnight

Hesmiledandkissedher....

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmandawalkedinthehouse

carryingherhandbagandstoppedatthemaindoor
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ashermotherstoodatthekitchendoorwitha

woodenspoonshoutingatthehousehelper...

Her:You'rejustuseless,howcanyouburnapot

whilesittingenjoyingmydaughter'sWiFi?Iam going

togetthepasswordchanged.Waitebalamosarwa

kewena.

Thehelpertearfullylookedatherandlookeddown.

Amandalookedatthem onceandtookoffherheels

thenshewalkedpastthem headingtothebedroom.

Shecouldn'tdealwiththishousedramaafterthat

phonecall..Sheputherbaginthewardrobeand

unbuttonedherformalshirtlookingatherbabies

sleeping...Nowthatshewascarefullyobserving

them theylookednothinglikeher,theshapeoftheir

headsandtheirbignoses,ifshesmotheredbothof

them withapillowshewouldn'thavetodealwith

Tinasheorthepossibilityofbeingstuckwith

someonewhoisschizophrenicherwholelife.

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Apartofherscoldedherandsheturnedawaytaking

offhertop.Forthefirsttimeinawhileshe

rememberedhowTumiusedtoprayforherchildren

thenallthestoriesaboutmotherswhokilledtheir

childrenbecausetheyweredepressedcrossedher

mind...Sheknewshe'ddefinitelydoit...nowshe

understoodexactlyhowhermotherfeltabout

AmanebutthengoingbacktoherchatswithAmane,

thepaininhervoicewhenshetalkedaboutallthe

momentsinherlifewhensheneededamother,the

paininhervoiceandthetearsshecried....She

couldn'timaginethatbeingherbabygirls...

Shesatonthemattressandtouchedtheirheads

closinghereyes.Shewasn'tsurehowtheyevenpray
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butshewasn'tgoingtopraytheLordsprayer,she

knewwhatshewantedtosaybutshedidn'tknow

thebiblevocabularylikeTumi.Tearsfilledhereyes

andwordsfailedtocomeout...

Tearsdroppedonherdaughter'sforeheadandshe

rubbedhereyesleaningback,shepulledtheblanket

overherbabyandrubbedhertears.

Amanda:Amen...

Shestoodupandpickedherphonethenshedialed

herlittlesister.

Linda:Hello?

Amanda:Ithinkineedthatrehabthingyyouwere

talkingabout.I'm depressed,ididn'twanttoadmitit

butI'm depressedandI'm thinkingaboutkillingthe

kidsbecauseofthatissueitoldyouabout.Please

helpme,idon'twanttohurtmychildren.Ifican't



Iam

lovethem whowilllovethem.

Linda:(smiledemotionally)Thankyouforadmitting

it,I'llgocallthem justnow...

Amanda:Pleasedo

Linda:Ok.Bye

Shehungupandsighedthentherewasaknockon

thedoor,thehousehelperwalkedinslowlyandsat

onthecarpet.

Her:Auntiecanigocheckonmygrandmother?She

isnotwell.

Amanda:Oknana,noproblem.Whenwillyoube

back?

Her:Thisevening,beforebedtime.

Amanda:Ok,noproblem.

Thehelperstoodupandwalkedinherroom where
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shepackedallofherclothesandshoesthenshe

wenttothebathroom andgotherbathingsetbefore

zippingherbag.Shestuckherheadoutcheckingif

therewasanyoneinthelivingroom...ThankGodno

onewasthere.Herheartpoundedasshequickly

dashedpastthemasterbedroom doorandaimedat

themaindoorwhereshesteppedoutandclosedthe

doorwhileAmanda'smotherwashumminginthe

kitchen.

Sheslidthegateandpagedherfriendwhothen

drovecloserandsteppedouttoassistherloadthe

bagthentheydroveoff.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningSummerknockedontheboys

room astheyshotoneanotherwithtoyguys..

Summer:Chase?Yourfatherwantstotalktoyou...
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Thedooropenedandtheboyssteppedoutpanting

from chasingoneanother.

Summer:Here

Chasehandedhiscousinthetoythenhesmiled

lookingatbothofhisparentslyingonthehospital.

Chase:Hidaddy,ilostmyothertoofh

Batsile:(laughed)Icanseethat

Amane:Hi,howareyoudoing?

Chase:I'm fine,uncletookusonadriveandwe

passedbythehouseandjustscoutedthehouse.

Batsile:That'sgreat..

Chaseknockedonthegirlsroom andpulled

DiamondbytheTshirtthenhepulledLelentleso
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theycancometalktotheirparents.

Losika:Chasegiveme!Hidaddy

Batsile:Myboy,howareyoudoingbigman?

Losika:I'm good...

Thechildrentookturnstalkingtotheirparents...

Diamond:Whenareyoucoming?

Batsile:Mamaisstillnotwell,wehavetostayalittle

longerbutshewillbefine..

Meanwhileinthebedroom Summerfoldedthe

clothes,Basiwalkedinandsatonthebedthenhe

reachedovergropingherass...

Basi:Comehere..

Summer:Ihavetogetthisdone...
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Basi:Canwegoforadriveandjuststopsomewhere

andgiveeachotherattention?Imissyou

Summer:I'm kindofbusy,thechildrenhave

increasedthatmeansalotofwork.

Basi:Icleanedthekitchenandbathedtheyounger

ones.Theolderonesbathedandate...

Hegrabbedherwristpullinghercloserasshe

frownedpullingback...

Summer:BabeI'm tirednottonight,givemeabreak

Basi:Wedidn'tdoitlastnight

Summer:Iknowineedabreak...

Basi:Aeno,gaokakewarialo...

Summer:(angrily)Stopit

Basi:(angrily)Whenareyouevergoingtohavesex

justbecauseiwanttonotbecauseyouwantto?

Summer:Basijuststop,youcan'talwaysgetangry
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whenidon'tfeellikehavingsex.

Hestoodupandwalkedinthebathroom wherehe

satonthetoiletseattryingtocalm downbutthebig

boywassoharditwashardtogetitdown.He

clickedontheInternetandsearchedAmariGold

thenheclickedonhervideos,shelookedsomuch

likeSummerhecouldalmosttasteherwatchingthis,

heliftedhimselfupanddroppedhispantsthenhe

stoodupandturnedaroundstrokinghimselfuntilhe

released....

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmandalockedthedooranddialed

thehousehelperbutherphonewasn'tavailable.She

walkedinherroom andnoticedthewardrobewas

emptythenshewenttothemasterbedroom where

hermotherwassittingholdingoneofthebabies...
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Her:Ican'tbelieveyougavebirthtomakwerekwere

Amandalookedathermotherwithaseriousface

andquietlysatdownbreastfeedingtheother...

Her:Makwerekwereobinaeng?KerayakaMorahe

mongwelemongweonalesereto.

Amanda:MamaIdon'twantmychildrenbeingcalled

makwerekwere,youneedtostop.

Her:Ifthatmanistheirfatherthenyou'regoingto

haveuglybabies,they'renotshowingnowbecause

newbornslookalikebutwaituntilnextmonth...I

don'tknowwhatyouweretryingtodoaskingfor

sperms.Keboatahela,youcouldhaveaskedBatsile

tosleepwiththatwoman..

Amanda:Youdon'tevenunderstandhowthis

works...

Her:Butyoupaidsomuchonlytoget

makwerekwere...

Amanda:MamaIsaidstopcallingmychildren
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makwerekwere!Myhousehelperleftwithouta

goodbyebecauseofyou!Whatam igoingtodowith

thekidsbecauseineedtogointoarehab?Ican't

evenleaveyouwithmychildrenwhenyoucallthem

makwerekwere!

Her:Thatmaidwaslazy!

AmandatookoutherphoneandtextedLinda...

Amanda:Yourmotherisannoyingme,shecallsmy

childrenmakwerekwere.ThenannyleftandnowI'm

strandedbutiwanttogoforrehab.

Linda:(sentTinashe'schildren)Iwentthroughhis

timelineandifthesearehischildrenthenifeelbad

forjudginghim.Theguyhashandsomeboys,asfor

schizophreniait'saconditionthatyoucouldhave

gottenfrom adonoraswellbecausesomepeople

neverknowtheyhaveitintheirbloodline.Nnakare

rennalemashonaao...Achildisablessing,nna

bathoI'm happytobeanaunt.
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Amanda: Uhulegodulatengletshotsebasimane

babantegorewena

Linda: Themma,andtheylooklikehim ithinkhe

looksuglybecauseofthehairandbeard.These

boyslooklikehim andyou'rebeautifultoo,those

girlswillbefine.

Amanda:True,onkgomoditsennaka.

Linda:I'm takingafewdaysofftocomebabysit,

don'tworryaboutthekids.AsformamaI'm goingto

chaseherout.Waitsennagakenamaitseo,mamao

tsilegoboa.Nkasekgone.

Amanda:Pleasecomehelpme.

Linda: Keetakooketsilegofixadilo.Wena

you'retoosoftnowadays.

Linda:

Shesmiledandlookedattheboyspicturesthenshe

lookedatherbaby'ssmiling.Shetookadeepbreath

andsighedbreastfeeding....
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Atthehotelroom....

Bamereceivedamessagefrom Simbathenhe

clickedonit...

Simba:Icouldn'tfindDiva'snumber,apparentlyshe

leftforSouthAfricalastyearwithherson.Iasked

abouttheson,hisnameisBame.

Bame:Shit!Soireallymadeababynebanna,why

didn'ttheytellme?

Simba:Idon'tknow,sogakeitsegorewagommona

kaeinSouthAfrica.

Bame:I'llsearchuntilifindher,idon'tcarehowlong

ittakes.

Simba:Goodluck.

Bame:Thanks
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Heputdownthephoneandsighedlayingonhis

back...

Atthehospital..

ThenextmorningBatsilewalkedinhospitaland

steppedintheliftwithafewotherpeople.The

elevatordingedandhesteppedoutasitproceeded

tothenextfloor.Hewalkedpassedthenursestation

andsmiledatthenursebeforeheadingtoAmane's

room,hepushedthedoorandsteppedinbutthe

room wasempty.Hisheartskippedthenheturned

aroundandpacedbacktothenurse...

Batsile:Hi,mynameisBatsile,mywifewasinroom

4,whereisshe?

Thenurseswallowedandlookedbackathim...

TWOYEARSLATER...

*

*
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Attheoffice...

Basimaneleanedbackonhischairandstaredathis

wife'spictureasherestedthesideofhisheadon

hisfingers..Hepickedtheframedpictureand

broughtitcloser,herememberedthisdaylikeitwas

yesterdaybutitwasactually7yearsbefore...Back

whenthingshappenedspontaneously,whenthey

hadsexlikerabbitsandevendidinrandom places...

Asmilecoveredhisfaceasherememberedthat

nightatBame'sparty,howtheyactuallyhadsex

whilesittingwitheveryoneandnoneofthosepeople

noticedhewaspenetratingherwhileshesatonhis

lapwithablanketastheysataroundthefire...

Hewasn'tsureifthiswashowamarriageis

supposedtobebuthemissedthosemoments,there
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wasnothingannoyinglikehavingtobegforsexand

bythetimeyou'regivenyou'rejustdrainedandyou

don'tevenenjoyitbecauseyouhadtobegforit.

Theinternknockedandwalkedinwithsomefiles,he

lookedatherfigureasshewalkedover...Shewas

petitewithlonghairandthisshortskirtsandhigh

heelsprovokedthepoordirector...

Intern:Sirdifileditsile

Basi:Thanks

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutasheclosedhis

eyesregrettably,thatlittlethoughtfeltlikehejust

cheatedonhiswife...Forsomereasonitfeltlikethe

youngbrotherswerelookinguptohim andknowing

howrecklesstheycouldbeifhegotcheatingit

wouldbeagoodexcusetostartmessingup.Hestill

neededthem tobelieveinfamilyandmarriage...He

sighedandputdownthepicturethenhestoodup
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andpickedthefilesbeforewalkingout...

HeknockedonSummer'sofficeandwalkedin,he

smiledandclosedthedoorthenhewalkedbehind

herchairwhileshewaswritingandleanedover

kissingherneck..

Basi:Hey...

Summer:Hi..

Hetwistedherchairaroundandpickedherupwith

bothhandsasshehungfrom theairthenheputher

onhischestandkissedherwhileheunzippedhis

pants,sheturnedherheadandtuckedherhairaside

tryingtogetdown...

Summer:Nottoday

Shesteppedonthedeskashelookedatherangrily...
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Summer:Doeseverythinghavetobeaboutsex?

Whydoyouhavetohavesexallthetime?Ifeellike

oratasex.

Basi:Wehaven'thadsexindays

Summer:It'sbeenjust3days,ineedmoretime.We

can'tjustkeephavingsex

Basi:Andican'tkeepbeggingyouforsex,I'm tired

ofbeggingforsex.

Summer:Lennammeican'thavesexattherateyou

expectmeto.

Hezippedhispantsandswipedherthingsoffthe

tableashewalkedout...

Summer:Breakingmythingsbecauseisaidino,

really?

Heslammedthedoorthenshegotdownandpicked
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herthingsfrom thefloor...

Atthesignlanguageschool...

Sophiawalkedoutcommunicatingwithsome

studentsusingsignlanguage,shestoppedbyher

thecarandbidthem goodbyebybeforedrivingout

asshedialedBame...

Bame:Hello?

Sophia:Hi,areyouhome?

Bame:No,attheoffice.I'm goingthroughsome

comments

Sophia:AboutthepostlookingforDivaandtheson?

Bame:Yeah.

Sophia:(sighed)I'llpassby...

Hehungupanddroveoff...



Iam

InBame'soffice....

MeanwhileBamepickedacommentwithanumber

anddialedthenumber...

Voice:Hello?

Bame:Hi,itsBameinBotswana.Areyousureyou've

seenthisladyaroundSoweto?

Voice:YeahshehasasoncalledBame,theybraid

hairtogetherbutithinkshemovedawhileback

whentherewereattacksonforeignerssoI'm not

sure.

Bame:(sighed)Didshehaveaphone?

Voice:Idon'tknowhernumber,shejusthadaspot

whereshebraidedpeople'shairwithherson.

Bame:Wearetalkingabouta7yearold,hebraids

hair?

Voice:Andheisgoodtoo.Hebraidedreallygood.



Iam

That'salliknow,idon'tknowwheresheendedup

afterthatdrama.

Bame:Thankyou...

Hehungupandrubbedhisface,Sophiawalked

openedthedoorandwalkedin..

Bame:Pleasegivemeaminute..

Sophia:Areyouok?

Bame:Isaidgivemeaminute

Shesteppedoutsideandclosedthedoor,tears

burnedhiseyesthenheplacedhisfingersalonghis

eyesandsighed....

InAmanda'scar....

MeanwhileinGaboroneAmandaapproachedthe
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trafficjam andsighedleaningbackasshewaited

behindanothercar.Sheturnedaroundlookingatthe

twinsandtheyweresafelyplayingintheircarseats...

Yameturnedaroundandsmiledoutsidethewindow

waving..

Yame:Hi,come...Sit(clappedhands)yei!Yei!

Amandaturnedandstaredatherasherheart

pounded...

Yame:Take...

Shewatchedasherdaughterhandedhertoyto

nobodybuthereyeswerefixedonsomething

thoughsheherselfcouldn'tseeanything.Yame

smiledandlaughedatwhoevershewastalkingto...

*
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Atthehospital...

Thedoctorputdownthepenandsmiledlookingat

YameasshesatAmanda'slapandtheothertwin

standingbyherside...

Doctor:Childrenhaveimaginaryfriends,it'snormal

forachildtoimagineandtalktothemselveslike

thereissomeonethere.

Amanda:Thisisdifferent,shewashandingoverher

toytotheair

Doctor:Ipicturedeverythingyousaidanditsnormal,

iam happythatyou'reconcernedasaparentbutit's

nothingtoworryabout.

Amanda:Icanfeelit,somethingisnotright.It'sjust

motherlyinstincts.Mychildrendon'tevenlike
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sleepinginadarkroom,theydon'twantmeto

switchoffthelights.

Doctor:Againitsnormal,mostchildrenareafraidof

thedark.Pleasestopworrying,youhavesomuch

fearthatthesekidswillbeschizophrenicandthis

fearwillmakeyouseethingsthataren'teventhere.

Youneedtorelax,it'stooearlytoeventelland

schizophreniaisrareinchildrenundertheageof13,

itusuallysetoffaroundpuberty.They'rejustbeing

children...

Amanda:Ok...

Doctor:Offtherecord,mysonhasschizophrenia

andweareperfectlyfine.Heis29andhewillbe

gettingmarriedsoon.Heisjustfine,stoppanicking.

Yamesliddownwithhertoyandjoinedhersisteras

theyplacedtheirtoysonthefloorpretendingtobe

teachers...

Yame:(singing)Babyshackdoodoo.
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Kopo:Knockknock..

Yame:Comein!

Thedoctorsmiledlookingatthem thenheturnedto

her...

Doctor:Thesechildrenarebrilliantandwayaheadof

theiragemates.Somechildrendon'tevenspeak

anythingmorethanmamaatagetwobutthey're

intelligentandtheycanspeakaboutthethingsthey

watchonTV.Theyjusthaveoveractiveimaginations,

nexttimejustplayalongwiththoseimaginary

friendssoyoucanunderstandyourchildrenbetter.

Amanda:Ok,ijustwantedtobesure.

Doctor:Ok,haveagoodday..

Amanda:Youtoo...(stoodup)Girlslet'sgo...

Amandasteppedoutandclosedthedoorasher

daughtersraninfrontofherintheirbootsandtights
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withidenticaljackets.Suchabeautifulsight

especiallywhentheyranandshooktheirhairwith

colourfulbeads...

Inthereceptionpeopleturnedaroundandlookedat

thetwinswithsmilesandadmiration,oneman

stoppedandsquattedinfrontofthem smiling...

Man:Heibeautiful...Ihave3yearoldboyswhoare

twins,iwanttopaymagadiformyboys..

Amanda:(smiled)Noproblem,ineedtwolions,4

buffalosand4crocodiles...(laughed)Theymust

comealive.Tellyourboystogohuntingweare

waiting

Themanstoodupandlaughed...

Man:WearegoingtoMoremigamereserveor

ChobenationalPark...Wewillbeback
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Amanda:wewillbewaiting...

Theypartedasshewalkedoutandheadedtothe

parkinglot.Anothercarpulledoverslowlyandthe

driverstoppedwaitingforhertoputherdaughterin

thecar.Hesteppedoutofthecarandpickedthe

othertwinthenhewalkedontheothersideofcar

puttingherintheotherseat..

Amanda:Thankyou

Him:Sure,(smiled)They'rebeautifullikeyou,no

DNAtestneeded.

Amanda:(laughed)Thankyou.

Theyclosedthedoorsandlookedatoneanother

overthecar...

Him:MynameisRetsile

Amanda:(laughed)Idon'tlikeyourname,reminds
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meofsomeoneidon'twanttoremember.

Retsile:(laughed)I'm sorry...

Hewalkedaroundthecarandopenedthedoorfor

her...

Retsile:Youhaven'ttoldmeyournamemmagwedi

twins

Amanda:(laughed)It'sAmanda.

Retsile:(closedherdoor)Nicename...Canihave

yournumberandchatwithyouwhenyou'renotbusy?

Amanda:(pointedatherkidsandsmiled)I'm a

mother

Retsile:Icanseethat,I'm afathertoo.

Amanda:(smiled)Doesyourbabymamaknowyou

wanttochatwithme?

Retsile:Phonesdon'tgothroughwhereshewentbut

I'm suresheislookingdownandwatching.
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Amanda:(stoppedsmiling)I'm sorry,ididn'tmeanto

soundinsensitive.

Retsile:(smiled)It'sOK..So?Canihavethenumber

orI'llgetitnexttime?

Shereachedinthecompartmentandhandedhim

herbusinesscardthenhesteppedbackandsmiled.

Retsile:Thanks,(tothetwins)Bye

Twins:Byebye

Hegotbackinhiscarandparkedproperlywhileshe

reversedandlookedathim onthemirror.He

steppedoutofthecarandgrabbedhiscoatthenhe

walkedtowardsthehospital.Shepulledherseatbelt

anddroveoff....

AtBame'soffice...

Bamedialedanotherpersonwhocommentedonthe
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viralpost...

Voice:Hello?

Bame:Hi,itsBamethepersonwhopostedinsearch

ofDiva.

Voice:IworkwithDivaatthesaloon.Buttodayshe

isnotin,hersonisnotfeelingwell.

Bame:Canihavehernumber?

Voice:Yousaidwhoeverleadsyoutoherwillget

R500.

Bame:SendyourbankdetailsandDiva'snumber.

Voice:Iwillsenditafteryousendthemoney

Bame:R500islikeP380,whywouldibestringyka

P300?

Voice:Mphacheletepelekebuanumber

Bame:Fine.SendmeproofyagoreyouknowDiva

Voice:Ok
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Hehungupandreceivedheraccountthenavideoof

DivaandlittleBameplatinghair...Hisheartalmost

stoppedashelookedatDiva...Shelookednothing

likethefreshfitteenagershewasbackinMutare

andthenhewatchedBame'slittlehandsbraiding

quickly,tearsfilledhiseyesandrolleddownthenhe

slidhischairbackandstooduprubbinghiseyes

withahandkerchief...

Hepickedthephoneandprocessedtheinternational

transferthenheforwardedthevideotothe

brotherhoodgroupandburiedhisfacebetweenhis

hands...

Basi: ♂Helooksjustlikeyou bonasekopo

Kanako:Andheisahairdresser

Batsile: Itoldyoutocallandmakesuregawa

togelangwanabutyoutookitlightly.

Kanako:Itoldhim checkonDivabutsomeonesaid

somethinglikeinZim ifshefallspregnantthey
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wouldsendhertoBotswana.

Basi:Sendherwithwhat?Kantelatholanelona?

Gonemmesesenengsegorobatsalengwanawa

bathokeeng?

Batsile:No,guyslet'snotgobacktothepastand

fingerpoint.Ngwanaremmonye,potsokegoreota

jangmoBotswana.Let'sfocusonimportantthings

andit'sbringinghim home.

Kanako:Bookherflightticket,shedon'tdeserveto

evenusebuses.Thatboyistooskinny.Findouthow

muchitcoststhenwecontributeandbuyhera

ticket.

Bame:I'lltakecareofit

Batsile:Areyousure?

Bame:Yeah,I'llhandleit.

Basi:Hasanyofyouhadunprotectedsexwith

anyoneoutthere?Nnagakebatebathobaba

lathangbanabomr,gaekakeyarennerelathilwe

abeledirajalo.Ifyousleepwithawomanwithout

protectionyou'resupposedtomakesureyoudidn't



Iam

leaveanythingbehind.Itshouldn'tberesponsibility

yangwanawabathobecauseyouknoworotetse

moteng.

Kanako: NnakeutulebolotolanthakaJune

bagaetshoandI'm glad, kahagolengmonate

katengnkabekerotetsebanyanabaMaunbothele

UBeleyotheplusoverseaskedirile

makutwanenyana.

Batsile:Bameba4keemegonehoo,ihaveenough

problemsandI'm donewithkidsibilekebatagodira

vasectomy.

Basi:Ok,Bametisangwanalapeng.

Bame:Ok,

Hereceivedthenumberanddialed...

Diva:Hello?

Bame:Hi...(tookadeepbreath)It'sBame,ihave

beenlookingforyouforthelast2years.Whereare
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you?

Diva:Johannesburg,givemeaminutemysonis

throwingup.

Hewaitedforafewminuteslisteningasshetalked

tohim inthebackground,Bameremovedhistieand

droppeditonthetablethenheunbuttonedhisshirt..

Diva:Hello?

Bame:Yeah,hei...IsheOK?

Diva:Ithinkhehasfoodpoison.Ididn'tnoticethe

foodwehadwasexpired.

Bame:What'shisname?

Diva:Bame

Bame:Ishemyson?

Diva:Yes

Bame:Howcomeyoudidn'ttellme?

Diva:Iwasafraidofyou
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Bame:Idon'tunderstand,haveieverbeenrudeto

you?Divahowdoyoulet7yearspasswithouttelling

me,doesheevenknowwhoheis?(sighed)Forget

that,canibookyouaflighttoBotswana?Wecan

talkhere

Diva:Idon'twanttogetintroublewithyourwife.I

didn'ttellyoubecauseithoughtyou'remarried,iwas

tooscared.

Bame:Iwasn'tmarried

Diva:Areyoumarriednow?Ican'tcomethere,i

heardinBotswanaifyougetpregnantbyamarried

manyougetsuedisthattrue?

Bame:YesbutIwasn'tmarried,idon'tknowwhere

youevengottheideaiwasmarried.

Diva:Youhadablackringthatyoukeptswitching

betweenyourfingers.

Bame:Itwasjustaring,canyoucometoBotswana?

Iwanttoseemysonandiwanthim togetproper

treatment.

Diva:Soyou'renotmarried?
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Bame:No,I'm notmarried...Pleasecomehere...

Please...

Diva:Ok,butihaveneverbeeninaplanebeforesoi

don'tknowhowtogoaboutit.

Bame:I'lltakecareofit,iknowsomeonewhocan

arrangeeverything.Isyourpassportandhisvalid?

Diva:Yes

Bame:Good,letmegetsomeonetohelpmewith

everythingfornowgethim ready.Canitalktohim?

Doesheknowanythingaboutme?

Diva:HeknowsyournameisBameMotsumiand

thatyou'reinBotswana,ididn'ttellhim muchjust

thatidon'tknowwhereyou're.Letmegoinsideand

givehim thephone...(footsteps)Bee?Someone

wantstotalktoyou,situp..Hewilltellyouwhohe

is...

Bee:Hello?

Bame'sskincrawledasheheardhisson'svoicefor
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thefirsttime,

Bame:Hi,mynameisBame,what'syourname?

Bee:Bami

Bame:(smiled)It'spronouncedBame,takethatme

from measinmyself...Notmi

Bee:Ba-me

Bame:Yeah,doyouknowwhoiam?

Bee:(smiledshylylookingathismotherasshe

smiledbackathim)No

Bame:I'lltellyouwhenyoucometoBotswana,do

youknowBotswana?

Bee:(laughed)Iknowthenamebutineverwent

there.

Bame:Wellyou'recomingtoBotswana,you'regoing

togetintheplane

Bee:(smiled)Arealplanethatfliesontheair?

Bame:(laughed)Yes,
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Hedroppedthephoneandranoutsidescreaming,

hefellonthegroundandgotuprunningtowardshis

friends.Divapickedthephoneandshookherhead...

Bame:Hello?

Diva:Heranoutlikehewasn'tjustthrowingup

earlier.

Bame:(laughed)That'smyboy,letmetalkto

someonesotheycanhelpyououtthatside.I'llalso

sendyoumoneysoyoucanprepareyourself,get

him decentclothestoo.

Diva:Ok,thankyou.

Bame:Bye

Hehungupandsmiledslowlyblushing,Diva...

Alwayscalm eventhroughoutallthatbutthenthis

wasthesamegirlwhocriedinsecretwhenhe

crackedhiswaythroughhervirginity.Hadhenot

triedtokissherandendedupfeelinghertearsatthe
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cornersofhereyesheprobablywouldhavenever

foundout.

Thedooropenedandinterruptedhisthoughtsashis

wifewalkedin...

Sophia:(softly)Hi..

Heturnedaroundandhuggedher...

Bame:Hey...Sorryaboutearlier.Iwasalittle

stressedout.

Sophia:Ok...

Bame:IhaveafewphonecallstomakesoI'llfind

youathome.

Sophia:Ok,anythingspecificyouwanttoeat?

Bame:Anythingisfine...
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Hekissedherthenheopenedthedoorforher,she

walkedoutthenheclosedthedoorandsighed

rubbinghisfaceindisbelief...Hissonwascoming

home,itwashardtobelieve,hisownsonwas

cominghome...Heactuallymadeababythatnight

andnowhewasabigboy.Hethoughtaboutthat

phonecallandlaughedpicturingJuniorrunningout

screaminghewasgoingtofly...Whatacrazyboy!

Hesatdownandlaughed....

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LateronBatsiledroveintothegarageandsighed

leaningback,heremainedinthecarforawhilelost

inwishfulthinking...Lostinthepast...Yearsago

whenhecouldcomehometoasexywifestandingin

thekitchenwithnothingbuthisshirtbutnowitwas

hardtoimaginethiswithauninarycatheter...His

phonerangthenhelookedatthecall,itwashis

otheruncle.
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Batsile:Hello?

Uncle:Batman

Batsile:Rra?

Uncle:Wewillbehavingameetingwithyourbig

brotherandhiswife,itwillbeusandherfamily.Ke

bataonnetengmonna

Batsile:Atthishouse?

Uncle:Yes,todayat6pm.Howisyourwife?

Batsile:Sameoldthing....(sighed)Gothatatota

malomekanagarediresepeanditsbeenlikethat

foralmostayear.

Uncle:Insicknessandinhealthmyboy,that'swhat

itmeans.Ifshecan'tprovideityoujusthavetobe

patientandhopeful.

Batsile:Ievenfeelguiltyforwantingthingslikethat

butmybodyisdemanding.

Uncle:Tshwarapelomotogolo,letmecallyour

fatherandthatcrazyuncleofyours.Heisalways

talkingaboutyouboys,hesayshewantstocallthe

familyandapologise.
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Batsile:Idon'tmind,it'sKanakoandBamewe

shouldworryaboutwhenitcomestouncle.

Uncle:Iknow,eish.Kgantelemotogolo

Batsile:Eerra...

Hehungupandsteppedoutofthecarwithhis

laptopbag,hewalkedalongthepassagetakingoff

histieandthearomaofthelunchcaughtupwith

him from adistanceasthespoonclickedagainst

thepanwhilethehousehelpercooked.Hepushed

thebedroom doorandwalkedinwhileAmanelaid

onthebedwithaurinarybaghangingbyherbag...

Heputthebagdownandleanedoverkissingher

beforesittingonthebedside..

Batsile:Heybabe...

Amane:(smiledwithdrylips)Hi...Youlook

handsomeinthatblueshirt...yourcompanylogoisa

masterpiece..

Batsile:Thanks,howismyangel?
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Amane:(smiled)dyingslowly..

Batsile:You'renotdying...We'vecometoofartogive

upnow.Tomorrowyou'regoingforsurgeryto

unblocktheureterthenyou'llstopusingthis..Thisis

justoneofthecomplicationsthatcomewitha

kidneytransplant.

Amane:Iknow...

Hestoodupandwalkedtowardsthecloset

unbuttoninghisshirt..

Amanewatchedhim from behindashetookoffhis

shirtandputitonthehangerthenhepickedaTshirt

andputiton...Watchinghim undresswas

therapeuticandsomewhatsexy...Heputhisformal

pantsonthehangerandputonsweatpantsthenehe

puthisarm overhisstomachandremovedthe

wristwatch...Thishaircutlookedamazingfrom

behindandthosehoursinthegym reallyshapedhis

body...HelookedamazinginatightTshirtand

jeans....shegotwetjustlookingathim andGod
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knowsshemissedthefeelingofhisbigpieceof

meatfillingherupbutthissicknesshadmadeit

impossiblewithonecomplicationafteranother...and

nowtotopthisurinarycathetershewasgettingbed

soresfrom lyinghereforsolong.Thewayheloved

sexshecouldonlyimaginethepunishment...Who

spendsawholeyearwithouthavingsex...

Amane:(softly)Babe?

Heturnedaroundlookingather..

Batsile:Mma?

Amane:Comehere...

Hewalkedoverandsatbesidesherthenshe

touchedhishandwhilestilllyingthere..

Amane:Canyoudomeafavour...
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Batsile:Sure

Tearsfilledhereyesassheforcedasmileholding

hishand...

Amane:Findsomeonewhowilltakecareofyour

needsbecauseithinkI'm goingtobesickforswhile,

idon'tevenknowifiwillrecoverbutidon'twantto

sufferlikethat...

Batsilelookedinhereyesandsighedsadly...

Amane:Findsomeone,testherandputheronan

injectionthenanswertothecallofnature.Iwon'tbe

angryaslongasyoudon'tstoplovingmeandour

children...Ican'ttakecareofyourneedsanymore...

Batsile:Ican'tdothattoyou...Iam temptedbuti

can't...

Amane:Ifyoudon'tdoitplannedthenitwillhappen
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unplannedwithsomeoneyou'renotsupposedto

crossthelinewithlikeourhelperoryourassistant.

Youknowyoudon'tthinkstraightwhenyouhaven't

hadsexinawhile...Iseeit..You'reimpatientwith

thekidsandeveryone,yourworkersarecomplaining

thatyou'retoostrictonthem....orallowmetofind

thatsomeoneforyou.I'vethoughtaboutitforabout

sixmonthsandihavesomeoneinmind.Letmehelp

you...

Helookeddownthenshereachedovertouchinghis

chinandchestbeforeherhandgottiredandlaidon

thesheets...

Amane:It'snotcheatingwhenyouhavemy

permission,it'snotwrongwhenI'vefoundsomeone

tohelpmetakecareofyouwhenican't.Shewould

bepaidandshewillbefullyawareofeverything.We

arenotdeceivinganyone,it'sjustatemporary

arrangement.Allowmetohelpyouunlessyouhave

otherplans.Doyouhaveanyotherplan?



Iam

Batsile:No,ijustwishwecouldhavesex.

Amane:Mmeakerewabonagoregakekgone?Ke

molwetsiwadikobo,keahetolwaandican'tdo

anythingformyself...Letmehelpyou,ihave

someoneinmind,ipromiseyou'llenjoyit..Canigo

onandmakeithappen?

Batsilelookedather....

*

*

*

*

*

*
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#105

AtBatsile'sHouse....

Batsilestoodupandreachedfortheskincarecream

thenhesatdownandgentlymoisturisedherlegs

andfeetwhileshewatchedhim...

Amane:Whatdoesyoursilencemean?

Batsile:ItmeansthatI'm disappointed,iappreciate

youthinkingofmeduringthisdifficulttimebuti

meanteverywordofmyvows...Maybeifthiswas

yourfantasyandyouweren'tsickthenmaybeI'd

consideritforthesakeofushavingfunbutnot

whenyou'resick.Iknowyouthinkyou'retryingto

makethislesstraumaticbecauseyouthinkitwon't

hurtifyoubroughtthewomanthanifyoufoundout

I'm cheatingbecauseinyourmindyouthinkiam

justifiedtocheatonyouwhileyou'refightingforyour
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life...Iwon'tdothattoyoubecausetomeloveis

howyoutreatanotherpersonwhentheyaredown

andout,whenyourpartnerissickandincapableof

doingherhairorevenputtingonmakeup.Ineedsex

yesbutIwon'tgetanerectionknowingyou're

probablycryingandcountinghowmanyroundsI'm

takingonanotherwoman.Howdoievenlookatyou

whenicomefrom thatsex?ThepainI'llseeinyour

eyeswouldprobablyhauntmetherestofmylife.

TheguiltI'm carryingfrom sleepingwithyourlittle

sisterisenough..

Hereachedovertheheadboardandopenedalip

balm thenhecircledhisfingerinsidebefore

moisturisingherlipsandthenhis...

Batsile:GatwethereisameetingforBasiand

Summer,ihavetobethere(laughed)I'm sureit's

aboutsex,Summerisstarvinghim,gatweareBasio

ratasex

Amane:(laughed)Mmekanasheusedtolovethat
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abouthim,rememberthattimewhentheyhadsex

whileweweresittingaroundthefireandwe

pretendedwedidn'tnotice?Theyusedtobefreaks

Batsile:Theymotivatedme,iwonderwhat

happened..

Amane:Let'shopetheywillsolveit..

Batsile:Yeah,letmegofindsomethingandgo

collectthekids..

Amane:Okbabe..

Hestoodupandnoticedhercatheterwasfullof

urinethenhepulledhissweatersleevesbackand

steppedover..

Batsile:Letmedrainthis,whereisthecaregiver?

Amane:Igaveheradayoff..

Batsile:Ok...
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Batsiledrainedhercatheterandcamebackwiththe

wetwarm washingragtowipetheareaaroundher

skinthenheappliedtheskincarelotionandhelped

herchangepositions...

Amane:(sighedrelaxed)Ifeelbetteronthisside...

Batsile:Tomorrowthecatheterwillbeoffthenyou

canlayonyourstomach..

Amane:Yeah...

Batsile:(walkingout)Keeta...

Hewalkedinthebathroom andwashedhishands

thenheheadedtothekitchenwherethehousehelp

wasserving,herroundhipswherethefirstthinghe

noticedashewalkedin...Shehadatattooonher

foot,shemusthavebeenabadgirl...

Her:Dumelang

Batsile:(seriousface)Hello...
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Forsomereasonitwasjusteasiertopullaserious

facearoundherthantosmilewithhersexyass.He

knewifhechattedwithherhe'ddefinitelygrowa

softspotforherandprobablyfuckher,itdidn't

wouldn'teventakemuchforhim toerecthewas

dyingtooffloadonanythingbuthewasn'taboutto

letthesetemptationstakehim downwithoutputting

upafight.

Her:Sirketisedijo?

Batsile:whyoneismine?

Her:This

Hepickedhisplateandwalkedout,thehelper

coveredthechildren'sfoodandcoveredthepotthen

MrMotsumiwalkedbackin...

Batsile:Whyaretheretoysonthestairs?
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Her:Iwillpickthem up.Iwantedtofinishcooking

beforethechildrencomehome.

Batsile:They'renotsupposedtocomehometotoys

onthestairs,Lelentlealreadyfellbecauseshe

steppedonatoy.Afallfrom thestairscanbefatal.

(angrily)Ifyoucan'thandlethisletmeknow

Itwasn'tjusthisscaryvoicebutthelookonhisbig

eyeswhenhebecameangry,itdidn'ttakemuchto

pisshim offeitherandhehateditwhenhetalkedto

youaboutsomethingandyoudon'tdosomething

aboutit,shequicklywipedherhandswiththe

kitchenclothandpacedacrossthelivingroom then

shepickedthetoybusketandwalkedupstairs

pickingthetoysashestoodbywatchingher,she

walkeddownthestairspullingdownherskirtand

disappearedintothechildren'splayroom.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedinthebedroom where

hesatonthebedandatesharingwithAmane...
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InGaborone...

LaterthatafternoonAmandapulledintothemall

parkinglottalkingtothephone..

Amanda:No,I'm inGamecity.Whereareyou?

Linda:I'm stuckintraffic,ijustcamefrom Amane's

house.Iwantedtocheckonher...

Amanda:Isshestillsick?

Linda:Yeah,sheisnowusingacatheter,waitse

Amanegaatshelesente.Ican'timaginebeingsick

forsolong.

Amanda:That'swhatshegetsforsleepingwith

people'smen.Iusedtofeelsorryforherbutnot

anymore.Iwanthertosuffer,infactidon'twanther

todie...Shemustlivelongbutinbedlikethat,let

thatBatsiledrownindebtstooandfindnopeace.

Linda:Lasttimeitoldyouidon'twanttobepartof

thisakere?Imeantit,hateAmanealoneand

celebratehermiseryalone.Ididn'tputherexina
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cornerandsleepwithhim,forthatwedon'thaveany

quarrelsandihavenoreasontohateher.I

supportedyouthroughadifficulttimebutitdoesn't

meanIwillsupporteverythingyoudo.Nnagakerate

bathobabannangnegativeevenwhenthingsget

tough.

Amanda:I'm justsaying,ithoughttheywillbe

happiernowthattheymademeajokegivingme

wrongsperms.Idon'ttalktothem oranything,akere

iwasthereasontheyweren'thappywhyaren'tthey

happynow?Eventheirchildrenhavelostweight

gabakgathe

Linda:Theirmotherissick,childrengetsadseeing

theirparentsinsuchsituations.Thewholefamilyis

goingthroughalot

Amanda:MypointexactlyakereitwasasifI'm

disturbingaperfectfamily,whyaren'tthyhappynow

(laughed)Keraahela.

Linda:Robotebutse,cheers

Amanda:Bye,wait.Howismama?

Linda:Sheisnotgettingbetter
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Amanda:I'llseeherinacoupleofmonthsthat's

whenI'llbeabletocometoMaun.I'm enjoyingthe

peacehereandsince"thosepeople"leftGaboroneis

fun.

Linda:Ok,..Cheersbabe

Amanda:Bye

Shehungupandtookherbabiesoutthentheyran

towardsthebuildingwhileshetookoutherphone

andtookavideoofthem running...

'Retsile'walkedoutofthebuildingandsmiledatthe

twinspassingthem thenhiseyeslockedwith

Amanda,shesmiledandstoppedashestopped...

Retsile:Hey..

Amanda:Hi..

Retsile:Canihelpyouguardthosetroublemakers?

Amanda:(laughed)Sure...
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Heturnedaroundandwalkedbyhersidewhilethe

kidsraninfrontofthem..

Retsile:Theirdadmustbehappy

Amanda:It'sactuallyalongstorybutheisnotin

theirlives.Ihadthem throughsurrogacy.

Retsile:That'sinteresting...

Yametrippedandfellthenshepickedherupwhile

RetsilepickedKopoastheywalkedinside.

Amanda:I'm hereforthemilk...

Retsile:Ok...

Theyturnedtothemilksection,Retsilegrabbedthe

trolleyandthrewinthebusketwhilecarryingthe

baby...
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Retsile:Whataretheirnames?

Amanda:KopoandYame..

Retsile:Coolnames...Ihaveanephewtheirage,his

motherdiedduringbirthsomybrotherandiraised

him together.

Amanda:Sorrytohearaboutthat...Soundslikeyou

andyourbrotherhavebeenthroughalot...

Sheputthemilkinsidethenheplacedhishandon

topofherslookinginhereyes,helookedatherlips

andlickedhislips...

Amandalookedrightinhiseyesandlookedbehind

her,therewasnoonecomingthenheleanedover

andkissedher...

Voice:Mmogowee?Kantegasegoreyouwentto

gettheATM card..
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Mmogosteppedbackrubbinghislips.Amanda

frownedconfusedlookingatRetsileandlookedat

Mmogo...

Mmogo:(laughed)Keeta...2minutes.

RetsilelookedatAmandaonceandturnedaround

walkingaway...

*

*

Thenextinsertcomes11pm.

*

*

*

*



Iam

#106

Atthemall...

Amanda:YournameisMmogo?

Mmogo:Yeah,what'syourname?

Amanda:Amanda,imetRetsileatthehospital

earlier.Ithoughtyou'rehim.

Mmogo:Heismybigbrother,wearetwins.You're

scaringmesoheisseeingyou?Heisgoingto

murderme.

Amanda:No,wearenotdating.Hejustgotmy

number.

Mmogo:Ok,letmego.Canihaveyournumberso

wecanhangoutsometime?

Amanda:No,ijusttoldyouigaveyourbrothermy

number.
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Mmogo:Alrightcool...(smiledandwinked)Sweet

lipsbytheway.

Heputherbabydownandhurriedouttheshop.

Amandaputthebabydownandpushedthetrolley

asthechildrenstrolledinfrontofher.

Sheapproachedthetillandjoinedthequeuewhere

Retsilewasstandingasidewaitingforhisbrother.

Helookedatheronceagainandkepthisfaceglued

tothephone....

Amandastoodbyholdingthetrolleyhandle

wonderingwhattheappropriateapproachwouldbe..

MinuteslaterMmogowalkedbackinandnowthat

shewaslookingatboth,Retsile'shaircutwasmore

ofanofficecutthanthefadeMmogohadon,

Retsile'sarmsdidn'thaveanytattoosbutMmogo

hadoneinsidehisarm...Mmogowasprobablya
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smokerbecausehislipsweredarkerthantheother

twin...

Meanwhilethebrotherspaidforthevacuum cleaner

andwalkedout,shewatchedthem leavehopingthe

bigbrotherwouldatleastturnandlookatherbut

theydisappearedoutthenshesighedmovingwith

thequeue...

Intheparkinglot...

Mmogoopenedthebootandputtheboxinside,

Retsilegotinthecarandstartedtheengineashis

youngerbrothergotinandclosedthedoor.

Mmogo:Oshapo?

Retsile:Ithoughtwehadanagreement...Ifawoman

seemstoofriendlyyou'resupposedtomakesure

shedoesn'tthinkyou'reme.
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Mmogo:TherewasnothingsayingshethoughtI'm

you.Wejustchatted

Retsile:Andkissed,Isawthat.

Mmogo:Atleastididn'tsleepwiththisonesoyou

canstillhaveher.Istilldon'tunderstandwhatthe

bigdealiswithrecyclingwomen.

Retsile:Recycling?Younéedtostoppussyblocking

mewitheverywomanandI'm notpickingyour

leftovers.

Mmogo:Sokemotseye?Givemehernumber.

Retsile:Ideleteditwhileintheshop.

Mmogo:Kemotseye?

Retsile:Dirangselesebatangnnakedulemoteng,

gakebatemodumobesidesI'm transferringsoi

won'tseewhatever.

Mmogo:I'llleaveheralonetoavoiddramawenao

togaolwagaobonakejamonatejaakalasttime.

Retsile:(laughed)Wantwaelaakere...I'm gladtobe

goingtoMaun.I'llhavepeacethere
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Mmogo:Can'tbelieveyou'rehappywearesplitting...

Retsile:Ican'twaittogetabreathoffreshair...

Helaughedanddroveoff....

AtBasimane'sHouse...

LateronSophiareluctantlyremainedinthecarwhile

thefamilymemberswalkedinsideforthestartof

themeeting.Shetookoutherphoneanddialed

Bamebuthisphonenotavailable...

Therewasjustsomethingabouthismoodearlier,he

hadbeenstressedlatelybutthesuddenchangein

hismoodwassuspicious.Shedialedhim againand

hestillwasn'tavailable...

Batsileparkedthecarwhilechattingwithhiswife

withanAirpodsinhisear..
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Batsile:(smiled)Therearelotsofcars,dilotsa

manyalo(laughed)Iwonderwhatthey'regoingto

say

Amane:(laughed)Babetherradon'thangup,iwant

toheareverything

Batsile:(laughed)I'llrecordthewholemeeting,I'll

havetoremovetheairpodbecauseBasimightbe

suspicious.

Amane:(laughed)OK,Shapeeithaganelemonna

dikgangdiahela.

Batsile:(laughed)Dropaee

Batsilequietlywalkedinthehousefullofadultsas

hetookoutthepodandsatdown...

Uncle:Basi?

Basi:Rra?

Uncle:Talktoyourelders,idon'twanttospeakfor
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you.

Sittingontheothersideoftheroom Summerglared

athim withaseriousface,shecouldn'tunderstand

whyhe'dwanttoembarrassherlikethis.

Basilookeddown,nowthatthehousewasfullitwas

hardtoletitout...

Basi:Summerisnothavingsexwithme,ithoughtits

theworkloadandsuggestedamaidbutthatstill

didn'thelp.Sheisalwaystiredorshehasa

headache,theheadachethatdoesn'tevenneedpills

andonlycomesupwheniwantsex.Idon't

understandwhereshewantsmetogetit...Ineedto

knowwhatI'm notdoingrightsoIcancorrect

myself.

Summer:AreyousayingI'm nothavingsexwithyou?

Basi:Youdoitwhenyouwant

Summer:Sobecauseyoumarriedmeimustalways
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havesexwithyou?

Basi:Thingsweren'tlikethisbeforeimarriedyou

andnowyou'vechanged.

Summer:Basiihavehadchildrenandmybodyisnot

gettinganyyounger.Kealapakesexyaeveryday

gapeyourthingistoohugeitgivesmeabdominal

pains.Youmustcontrolyourself,I'm notyoursex

slave.

Basi:Diditgrow?Causewehadsexwithitbefore

marriageandyouwerefine.

Uncle:Ok,ok,that'senoughnowitsourturnto

speak...botsadijobohajobotetsegolethusa..

Summer:Withallduerespectifyou'reallheretotell

meishouldgiveittohim anytimehewantsthenI'm

notgoingtolisten.

MmagweSummer:Shale?Pleasekeepquietbagolo

baabua

Summer'suncle:Wedidn'traiseyoulikethisandthis
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isdefinitelynotwhatweadvisedyoutodowithyour

marriage.Omolaogasewaronawagoarabisa

bagolo.Basihaaisamagadineoreobatang?Akere

neagobatamorobalo?Obatagoretshamikisane

mosetsanyana?Akerekegoboditsegoreawareo

taakgonamokalobayoorileee?

Summer'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookeddown...

Summer:(crying)MamaBasiisnotgivingmea

break,hewantsiteverydayandmyabdomenis

foreverinpainbecausewantshogothabosigole

bosigo.Ifiskipadayhegetsangry...Itrytosatisfy

him butitsneverenough...Whycan'tanyonehere

understandmysideofthestory?Sexyaeverydayya

lapisa,ihavemystressesandsometimesijustdon't

wantsexeneeverydaywampalamakelapile.This

meetingisnotfair,I'm onmyownevenmyauntand

motherdon'tunderstand

Summer'suncle:(angrily)Shalewee?Orileotaa

kgona,akere?
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Aunt:Butdon'tweneedtotalkaboutBasi?Isense

something.Itseems-

Basi'suncle:Basimaneisnotcheating,despitethe

abusehiswifeismakinghim gothrough.Hecalled

us...Thiswomanneedstounderstandthatmarriage

needssex,otherwisewewouldmarrydogsandcats.

Summermustknowthatsexplayedaroleinher

beinghiswifeandallofyoumusttalktoher...

Summerputatissueoverherfacecrying....

*

*
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AtBasimane'sHouse...

Aunt:Summerstopcryingandlistentous,marriage

isstrengthenedbysex...Thismanisfrustrated

becausehelovesyouandhewantsyou.Verysoon

you'llbecelebratingyouranniversaryandyour

husbandisstillhungryforyou..Thatisablessing

thatyoumustembrace.Bothofyouareblessed

becauseyoudon'tfightorcheatononeanother..

Banyalanibabangwenkaberetetsehaelegoreyo

mongweotshotsengwanakonte.

Aunt2:Trytoputyourselfinyourhusband'sshoes

andwonderhowyou'dfeelifherefusedtohavesex

withyou,youmusttrainyourselfandyourmindinto

havingsexevenwhenyoudon'twantto...Youmust

remindyourselfthatit'sforhim,knowitwillmake

him happy...Remindyourselfthatyou'reawifeand

thisispartiallyhisbody.You'reonenow,thereisnoi
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oryou,it'sus.

Theuncleskeptquietastheauntstookturnstalking

toheroneaftertheother...

Aunt3:Onecanonlycomplainforsolongbefore

theygetusedtosomething,trustmemygirlyou

don'twanttoknowhowitfeelsliketobegamanfor

sex.Itsahorriblefeelingthatmakesawomanfeel

worthless...Enjoyyourhusband.Marriagecan't

alwaysbenicebecausesometimesit'sabout

compromising.

Aunt4:(turnedtoBasi)Soniwanttogiveyouthis

taskandmakeyouunderstandawoman,sexstarts

outsidethebedroom forusaswomensodothose

littlethings,giveherlittlethingsandsurpriseher...

Don'tstopthethingsyouusedtodotocharm her

whenshewasagirlfriend.Don'tthinkofherasyour

wifebutratheryourgirl.

Uncle:Youraunthasapoint,sometimesit'snotthat

awomandoesn'twantsexit'stheroutinethat
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makesitboring.Everynightthebedtsikitsikido

somethingdifferentleyonesexyatengletitbe

different.Sheshouldn'tknowwhattoexpect,koore

haelegoregompienooejetsemobolaongkamoso

elatekobathroom,kamosoobatseyekokitchening,

sometimeslunchtimelepenneomolatekoofising

oyegophuraphura.Leblessedwithoffices...

SometimesgooutofMaun,visitShakaweorKasane

gohavesextherewhenyoucomebackthebedwill

benewanditwon'tfeellikearoutine.

RragweBasi:Basi?

Basi:Rra

RragweBasi:Doyoueverlistentoyourwife?Imean

chataboutthingsthatbotherheraboutherlife,not

youtwobutherpersonalproblems..Didyoupick

thatshesaidsometimesshehasherstresses,do

youknowthem?

Basi:Nnyaarra

RragweBasi:Thenyou'reselfishmyboy...She

probablyfeelslikeanobjectofsex.Sometimes

listeningtoawomanisallittakestoendupgetting



Iam

sex.That'showmalebestfriendsendupgetting

rewarded...Ifyouhearwhat'sstressingheryou'llbe

abletounderstandwhyshemaynotwantsexatthat

time.Everythingshouldn'tbeaboutyou...Don'tlet

sexcontrolyou.Ilostmyfamilybecauseiletsex

controlme,yourmotherwaspregnantandistill

wantedsex,shehadourchildrenistillwantedsex,

shehadsomanythingsstressingheratthetimebut

ijustwantedsexwhenshecouldn'tkeepupileftbut

lookwhereiam...Fightforthiswomanandfightfor

yourmarriage,keutwaekareSummerotshosiwaka

goreotaarobalalebathobaseleosekawadira

phosoeongwanaka.You'llturnintomeanditwillbe

sad...Doyouseehowpatientyourlittlebrotheris

withhiswife?

Basi:Yes

RragweBasi:That'sthekindofbehaviourIwant

from youboys.Loveyourwomenevenwhenthey

can'tprovidesex...Howyoutreatyourwomanwhen

shecan'tgiveyousexsaysalotaboutyou.Itold

Batsiletosupporthiswifeuntilsheisfineabeele

gonealetsangmoretwa,listentoyourwifeandtalk
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toheraboutherstresses.Oncethatisoutofthe

waywhiphershewillenjoyitwithaclearhead.Ke

heditse

Uncle:Gapemotogolopipetsetsaronagagoiweka

tsoneokaipolaelamosadi.Goeasyonherand

preserveher....Whenamanharvesthemustalways

leavesomethingsohecanbeabletoploughforthe

nextseasonandsoonandsoforth...Don'tharvest

yourfielduntilthereisnothingleft,mosadike

tshimo,gagojeweabegohelawaipeeladipeogore

otsweleleojesente.Iunderstandthatyourwifeis

irresistible...Sheiswhatwecallforeveryoungbut

don'tkillthepoorgirlmyboyyou'rehuge...Look

aroundthisroom.Isthereanyoneclosetohowtall

you're?

Basi:No

Uncle:Thenyouchosethetiniestwomanonearth,

don'tkillthepoorgirlicanimaginethesweetness

you'rehavingwatshelamotogolommetheakoo

thomogepelogogonye...
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ThewholehousecrackedlaughingasBasismiled

lookingdown,Summersmiledlookingdown

blushingastheytalkedtohim...

Uncle:Nowiwanttohearfrom yousummer...

Summer:(smiledlookingdown)FirstI'dliketo

apologisetoeveryoneforbeingrudewhenwe

started,ididn'tknowthateveryoneunderstoodmy

sidendyouexplaineditbetter...Basishouldtalkto

meandhearmeit'shardtolivewithdwarfism...He

mightfindmeattractivebutthat'snotmyreality.I

getstaredatsometimesijustgetstressedandneed

encouragementbeforehecanpickmeupand

pleasehimself..Iappreciateeverythingsaidonmy

behalf.Iwillmakeanefforttopleasemyhusband

andihopeheknowsilovehim.Idon'twanthim to

cheatsoI'llmakeaneffortwhilehemakesonetoo

tounderstandwhenican't.Thankyou

Uncle:Basi?Kukuebuletswe

ThehouselaughedasBasirubbedhisheadsmiling..
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Basi:Thankyouallforopeningmyeyes,iwalkedin

thinkingsheistheonlyproblem butnowiseehowi

couldhavemadethingseasierforher.Iwilldomy

best,youknowsometimesiforgetshehas

dwarfism becausetomeit'sagoodsexything

forgettinghowanormallifecanbeforamotherof

herstate...(lookedatSummer)BabeI'm sorryfor

beingignorantandselfish...I'llbedoingeverything

mentionedhereandmore...Wewilltalkmoreabout

yourstressesrele2autwa?

Summer:(blushinglookingdown)OK

Uncle:Therewego...Canyoushowushowyoufeel

Basipressedhislipstogethersmilingthenhestood

uplookingatSummer.Batsilesmiledashesecretly

clickedonthecameraandtookavideoofBasi

walkingacrosstheroom fullofeldersthenhebent

overslidinghishandsunderSummer'sarmpitsand

pickedheruplikeababy,heputheronhischestand

huggedherasshesmiledshylyashehuggedher...
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Uncle2:Lehaelekissnyanalesureleitshwarelanye

StillcarryingherBasimanepulledherchinoverand

kissedherwhileherlittlehandsrestedonhis

shoulders.

BatsilesmiledlookingatBasi'sbulgethenhetooka

seatandputhiswifeonhislap..

AtMaunInternationalAirport...

DivaandBameJrwalkedintherestaurantandsat

down,Bamesmiledlookingatallthewhitepeople

aroundtherestaurantthenhesmiledathismother..

Bame:Ilikeithere...

Diva:(smiled)OK..
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Awaitresswalkedoverandhandedthem menus,

theymadeanorderandminuteslatersheserved

them...Divaglancedatherwatch,shedidn'tPulas

onherandshewasn'tsureiftheyacceptedRandsin

caseBamedoesn'tsureup.Ithadbeenoveranhour

sincehesaidhe'dbeonhiswayandaskedthem to

cometothiswhitepeoplefilledrestaurant,she

couldn'timaginetheembarrassmentshe'dgo

throughshouldhefailtoshowup.Herfirsttimein

Botswanaandshe'dbeaccusedoftryingtostealin

arestaurant...

ShelookedatBameasheatehisfoodwithpassion,

hecoughedandwipedhisnosethenhecontinued

eatingasshewatchedhim,helookedhandsomein

hisnewclothesandhaircut...Babyboyfitwell

aroundhere..

MeanwhileoutsidetherestaurantBameparkedthe

cartalkingtothephone...
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Bame:Yeah,iwantyoutoscheduleallthe

appointmentstsahouseviewingtogetherbecauseI

wanthertoseeallthehousesandthenchoosethe

houseshewants...

Voice:Alright,it'stomorrowfrom 9am to11am.But

thereisapartwhereyourwifesigns

Bame:Imarriedoutofcommunityofpropertysoher

signatureisofnosignificancetoanythingidowith

myproperty.

Voice:Oduelacashkanashouldiprepare

installmentscontract?

Bame:Cash,it'smysonshouse..

Voice:Noproblem.I'llhaveeverythingreadyby

tomorrow.

Bame:Sure

Hehungupandrememberedthering...
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Bame:Shit!

Hetookoffhisringbutitleftamarkaroundhis

finger,heslidtheringinhispocketandwalkedinthe

restauranttakingoffhisshades.Hiseyesscanned

therestaurantthenhesmiledashespottedthem at

theback,Divasighedrelievedtohim andstoodup

astheyhugged.Heheldhercloserandgently

rubbedherbackbeforesurprisingherwithababy

kissonthelipsthenheturnedaroundandlookedat

hissonashesippedthejuicewithastraw...

Bame:(smiled)Heylittleman...Howareyou?

Junior:(smiled)Fine...

Bame:Canihaveahug

Heputdowntheglassandshylysteppeddownthe

chairthenBamepickedhim upandhuggedhim,with

Juniorlyinghisheadoverhisshoulderheleaned

overandhuggedDivawiththeothershoulderand
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kissedhercheek...

Bame:Thankyouforgivingmeason,I'm sorryi

wasn'tthereforyou...Iusedtobeimmaturebutnow

I'm grown...

Diva:It'sOK...

Bame:Let'sgo..

HetookouthiswalletandtookJunior'sdrink

headingtothetill...

Bame:Hi,pleaseputmyboysdrinkinadisposable

glass..

Thewaiterquicklyputthedrinkintotheglassand

handedhim thechangethenhewalkedoutstill

carryingBame...
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Onceoutsideheputhim downandheldhishandas

hepickedtheirluggageandputitintheboot.His

phonerangthenhepickedasheclosedtheboot...

Bame:Hello?

Sophia:Babewhereareyou?

Bame:Igotcaughtupsomewhere,I'llbehomea

littlelate.

Sophia:What'sreallygoingon?

Bame:I'lltellyoueverythingwhenigetback.Shap.

Hecutthecallandgotinthecarthenhedroveoff....

Atthelodge..

Minuteslaterparkedinfrontoftheirroom and

steppedoutwhileBamejuniorlaidasleepinthe

backseat...
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Bame:Myboyisexhausted

Diva:Hedidn'tsleeplastnight..Andwithsomuch

foodI'm notsurprisedhefellasleep.

Bame:Getinside,illbringeverything.

Divagotthekeysandunlockedtheirroom thenshe

switchedthelightsonandsighedlookingaround,

thewholedaystillseemedlikeadream...Flying

from SouthAfrica,eatingatanicerestaurant,seeing

theexcitementonherson'sfaceandnowsleeping

inalodgeforthefirsttime...

Shesatontheotherbedandsighedindisbeliefthen

Bamewalkedincarryinghissonandlaidhim down,

hetookoffhisshoesandputhim inbedbefore

pullingtheduvetoverhim...

JustwatchingthisDiva'smemoriesbackathome

cameback,alltheinsults,theabuseandthe
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mockeryofsleepingwithamanthathadjustvisited

thecountryforawedding...Thestrugglesofmoving

from herhomecountrytoanotherwithnothingin

herpocket...Tearsfilledhereyesandlookeddown

astheydropped...

Bameturnedaroundtakinghisphoneoutofthe

pocketthenheplaceditonthetableandpulledher

upforahugasshecrieda..

Bame:I'm sorry,I'm sorrymylove,pleaseforgive

me...

Hehuggedherdearlyasshecriedinhisarms...

Bame:I'm goingtomakesureyoucompleteyour

school,I'm sorry...

Heleanedbackandrubbedhertearsthenheleaned
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overandkissedherlipsforthefirsttimeinover7

yearsandtheystilltastedthesame...Softand

sweet...

Theystaggeredonthebedthenhepushedheron

thebedandgotontopofherunzippinghisjeans...

Diva'sheartpoundedassheheardthesoundofhis

zippergoingdownthenhishardmeatdroppedon

herthighs,herkukuthrobbedforhisflesh,theonly

dicktohaveenteredher...Shethoughtshewasdone

withmenbutbabydaddywashome,whowassheto

stophim..Hereyesturnedandclosedashekissed

herandpulledoutherpanties...

Heturnedlookingathisboyasleepbuthecouldn't

takechancesoflettinghim seethem doingthatso

hegrabbedherhandandtheywalkedtothe

bathroom...
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Onceinthebathroom heclosedthedoorandwent

forherlipskissingherthenheturnedheraroundas

theystoodinfrontofthemirror...Heknewthere

werecondomsintheroom butthiswasDiva...he'd

thinkaboutthesolutioninthemorningasofnowhe

fuckinghislittlegirl,henliftedherbuttandsqueezed

himselfthroughhersecondaryvirginityasshe

flinched...

Bame:Uhfuck....

Shemoanashe#removed....

AtBame'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBameknockedonthedoorand

sighedwaiting,Sophiaopenedthedoorthenhe

walkedinasshelookedathim andlockedthedoor...
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Hefollowedhertothebedroom whereshegotin

bedandlaiddownwithoutaword,hesatonthe

bedsideandtookoffhisshoesthenhetookoffhis

clothesandlaidbehindher,hemovedcloserand

heldher...

Bame:ImanagedtotraceDivaandmyson,i

convincedhertocometoBotswanabutshewas

reluctantaskingmeifI'm married.Iliedtoherso

shecancomewithmyson,iwantedhim tolivea

betterlife..

Sophia:Sowhereisshe?

Bame:Ipaidahotelroom forherbuttomorrowshe'll

findahouseandbuyfurniturethenwehavetofind

Junioraschool.

Sophia:Whydidn'tshecomehereifitsjustabout

Junior?

Bame:IwantedtotalktoyoufirstandIdon'twant

thingstoheawkward,ifshefindsoutI'm married

shewillleave.
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Sophia:Idon'tunderstandwhattheproblem iswith

youbeingmarriedbecauseyou'renotsleeping

together.Thatchildwasbornbeforeicameinthe

picturesothereisnoneedtohideunlessI'm

missingsomething..

Bame:Ijustneedyoutogivehertimetoadjustthen

iwilltellherwhat'sgoingonandintroducethetwo

ofyou.

Sophia:I'm notgoingtohidefrom yourbabymama,

ifshehasaproblem withyoubeingmarriedthenit's

notaboutthechild.I'm notstupid...

Bame:Iwasn'taskingyou,ifshefindsoutI'm

marriedbeforeiam comfortabletoletherknowi

willtellherI'm filingfordivorceandiwon'tbelying

either.Divaiswayyoungerthanyouandshehas

beenthroughalot,you'resupposedtobewelcoming.

Sophia:Welcominghow?Sheisnothere,you're

hidingherbecauseyouwanthertothinkyou're

single.

Bame:Isaidworkwithmeuntilshecanbe

comfortablethenIwilltellherwhat'sgoingon,you
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twowillmeetandtalk...It'sthatsimple..

Sophia:(sighed)Ok...

Bame:(kissedherfrom behind)Thankyou...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshestaredinthedarkand

sniffled,Bameliftedhisheadstilllyingbehindher

andkissedhercheek..

Bame:I'm sorry,itsjustforacoupleofweeks

Sophia:Openthedrawer,iputagiftinthereforyou.

Heturnedaroundandswitchedthelamponthenhe

pulledthedrawerandstaredatthehomepregnancy

testwithtwolines.Hedroppedonhisbackand

rubbedhismouthandbeard.

Sophia:Doyouloveher?

Bame:Howfaralongarewe?
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Sophia:2months...

Heturnedheraroundandhuggedherbeforekissing

her...

Bame:IwilltellDivathetruthtomorrow,idon'twant

tomakethiswholethingdepressingforyou.

Sophia:That'sallthatiwant,thetruthandforallof

ustorespectoneanother.IwantJuniortobepartof

yourlifebutdon'thandlethislikeyouhadachildout

therebycheating.Ifoundhim andishouldloveand

welcomehim.Divatoo,sheandishouldn'thate

eachotherbecausewecameatdifferenttimes.

Bame:Yeah,I'llhandlethingsbettertomorrow..

Hesighedandclosedhiseyesdamned,hewasn't

evensureifwhathewasplanningwouldworkbuthe

wasgoingtomakesureitdoes...
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Atthehospital...

ThenextmorningBatsilestoodintheaterwhile

Amanelaidonthebedholdingherhand..

Batsile:I'llseeyouwhenthey'redone...

Amane:(smiled)Ok,takecareofmychildrenifi

don'tmakeit...

Batsile:Stopit,idon'tlikeitwhenyousaythingslike

that.Bepositive..

Doctor:(laughed)It'snotevenamajorsurgery,we

willbedoneinjustasecond.Olaelaearlyjang.

Santseolemontsi

Amane:(laughed)Ok...

Batsile:(laughed)Shapoakere?

Amane:(smiled)Shapo...
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Heleanedoverandkissedherasthenurse

approachedwiththeinjections.

Amane:Bye

Batsile:Bye

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhewalked

alongthepassageandheadedtotheelevatorwhere

hepressedthebuttonandwaited.

Theliftdingedandthedoorsslidopenthenhe

steppedinandpressedthebutton.Beforethedoors

couldcloseagirlsteppedinholdinghertearsand

stoodatthefarcorner.Tearsrolledasshesilently

stoodatthecornerholdingaplasticwithdrinksand

fruits...

Batsilelookedatherasshesilentlyrubbedhereyes,

herlipstrembledandcriedwithoutlettinganysound

out.Shewasclearlyholdinginsomuchpainandshe
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lookedlikeassoonasshewasoutofsightshe'd

burstintotears.Itlookedlikeshehadbroughtfood

forapatientbutshereturnedwitheverything...

Batsile:Areyouok?

Sheturnedaroundlookingathim withreddisheyes..

Her:(voicetrailedoff)Mamaothokaget---

Tearschokedherasshefurrowedhereyebrowsand

putherarm overherforeheadcrying,Batsile

steppedoverandhuggedherasshebrokedown

crying...

*

*

*

*
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Atthegirlshome...

Batsiledrovethroughthegatewhilethegirlsaton

thepassengerseatlookingoutsidethewindowwith

swollenpuffyKoreaneyes.Herblackponytaillaidon

herchestwhilesherubbedhercrossbreedyellowish

hands...

Heparkednexttoanothercarjustinfrontofthe

houseandsighedleaningback...

Batsile:Whosecaristhat?

Her:It'sformymom

Batsile:Ididn'tgetyourname..

Her:Bree
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Batsile:BreemynameisBatsile...

Hereachedoverherlapandpickedherphonethen

heflippedthescreen,sheunlockitthenhetypedhis

numberandbuzzedhimselfbeforesavinghis

numberasBatsile.

Batsile:That'smynumber,callmeifyouwanttotalk

orifyouneedanything,ok?(shenodded)Whereis

everyone?

Bree:I'm anonlychildbutmymom raisedmewith

herniece,sheislikeabigsistertomebutsheis

overseas.Myauntanduncleaskedmetostayhome

untilthey'rehere.Theysaidishouldn'ttellherwhat

happenedbecausesheistoofarandtheywill

handleit(lookedaround)Andmaybetheymightbe

hereanytime,youhavetogo,idon'twanttogetin

trouble.

ShegotoutofthecarandclosedthedoorasBatsile
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gotlostinherbeauty...He'dneverseensuchbeauty

before...Shedidn'texactlylookAsianneitherdidshe

lookblack,justsomethinginbetweenandGodwas

shebeautiful...hereyelasheswerelonganddark,she

hadatinynoseandpinkishlips.Herskinwasso

damnyellowshewasradiantunderthesun...

Batsile:WhoisChinesebetweenyourparents?

Bree:MyfatherisKoreanbuthelongleftbeforei

wasborn.

Batsile:You'reverybeautiful...Garemothoago

lebeleruri...

Bree:Thankyou,youhavetogo.

Batsile:Wareotaaletsaakereifanythingis

botheringyou?

Bree:Yes,thankyoufortheride.

Batsile:Sure,I'llcallyoulaterandsaygoodnight.

Bree:Ok..
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Hewatchedherwalktowardsthehouseandunlock

thedoorthensheslidtheglassdoorsandwalkedin.

Shepulledthecurtainsbehindtheglassdoorsand

wavedathim thenhegaveherathumbsupwithhis

arm alongthecardoorthenherolledupthewindow

anddroveoffsavinghernumberBree..

Hesighedandcheckedhiswristwatch,Amane

wouldprobablybeoutoftheatersoon.Heturnedthe

musiconashiswhiteBMW indicatedtotheleft,the

carspassedthenhejoinedtheroadashissilver

rimsspun..ChrisMartin-Cheater'sprayerplayedas

heapproachedthetrafficlightsandstoppedbehind

anothercar,Breeflashedbackinhismindashesat

inthecarwithhishandoverthesteeringwheel...He

turnedlookingatthecarstereolisteningtothe

song...

OhLord,don'tletmecheatonmygirlfriend

CauseasfarasIcansee

Shelovesonlyme
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OhLord,don'tletmecheatonmygirlfriend

ButLordifyoucan'tstopmefrom cheating

Justdon'tletmegetcaught

Don'tletmegetcaught

Don'tletmegetcaught

SaidIhopeIdon'tgetcaught

Awaveofguiltwashedoverhim ashedrovethrough

thegreenlight.

AtDiva'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningDivawalkedinthehouseand

smiledasBamewalkedinbehindherholdingtheir

boy'shand...

Diva:Ireallyloveit,itsbeautiful

Bame:It'sbeautiful..
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Junior:Mama?Isitourhouse?

Diva:Yes,daddyjustpaidforit.

Juniorlookedathisfatherandsmiled,Bamesmiled

backandbrushedhisheadwithhishandasthey

followedher...

Diva:Howmuchwasit?

Bame:Don'tworryaboutit..Canyoudrive?

Diva:No

Bame:OK

Headmiredherassheopenedthekitchencabinets

andlookedaround...

Bame:Istillcan'tstopthinkingaboutyourlame

reasonfornotlettingmeknowaboutmyboy,but

outofcuriosity...Let'ssayBotswanaallows
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polygamywhichitdoesn't,butlet'ssaymaybethere

wasanotherway..Wouldyouhaveconsideredit?

Diva:No,ourneighbourswereinapolygamous

marriageandihatewhatisawthem gothrough.I'd

ratherbeoutthereplatinghairthenfightforaman.

That'swhyididn'twanttobotheryoubecausei

thoughtyou'remarried...

Bame:Isee...

Juniorranbacktothecarandgothisball,Bame

steppedoverandkissedherthenhisphonerang...

Bame:Hello?

Sophia:Hibabe

Hewalkedoutandloweredhisvoice..

Bame:What'sup?
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Sophia:Camefrom school,I'm notfeelingwell.

Bame:Makesomethingtoeatandrest,

Sophia:HaveyoutalkedtoDiva?

Bame:Notyet,I'm intheoffice.I'llcallyoulater,I'm

inameeting.

Sophia:Ok,iwasthinkingweshouldchangefrom

outofcommunitytoincommunityforthebaby's

sakeplusthatoutofcommunitywasasaresultof

thekidneything.

Bame:Wewilltalklater,bye

HecutthecallandturnedbackasJunior'sballrolled

over,hetosseditoverandJuniorkickeditbackto

him astheykickeditbackandforth..

Diva:No,outside...Notinmyhouse..

BamelaughedpickedtheballwalkingoutasJunior

ranbehindhim laughing...
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AtSchool...

LaterthatafternoonBatsilepulledoverasthe

childrenrantowardsthecarandgotin,hisphone

rangthenhepicked..

Batsile:Bigbro

Basi:Yeahmonna,tsayabana.I'm takingSummer

outandwewillbebackverylate.

Batsile:Ok,noproblem ibilebanaleboChasegale.

Basi:Alright,howisAmane?

Batsile:Neadirwasurgery,from hereI'llbeheading

there.Idon'tknowifshewillbeouttodaysincethe

doctorsaidit'snotabigdeal.

Basi:Alright,wenaoshapoakere?

Batsile:I'llbeOK

Basi:(laughed)Outuleodirwaexamplegotweo

patientwithAmane?
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Batsile:(smiledandlaughed)Yeah...Theoldmanis

justflexingtoomuchputtingmeunderpressure.

Basi:Heisnotflexing,I'm proudofyou...Iactually

didn'texpectyouofallpeopletobefaithful

especiallytoAmane.IknowKanakodoesn'tdream

ofcheatingwenaleBameithelakesaletshepebut

you'veprovedmewrong.Iknowit'shardtocontrol

yourselfandayearisalongtime...Idon'tknowifi

wouldhavesurvivedthatlongbutdon'tlosehope.I

believeafterthisAmaneshouldtakeawhileto

recoverbutshewillbefinebecausethekidneyis

doinggoodsofar.

Batsile:(sighed)Kesetsekegogakagearyabohelo,

goboketetota.Diwetdreamsletsonedimpeileha

leha...

Basi:(laughed)Kanakewenawadiwetdreams

whenyou'resexaullystarved

Batsile:(laughed)Eishmr

Basi:You'realmostthere,atleastAmanetakesgood

careofyouinthatdepartmentsoit'sworthwaiting

for.
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Batsile:I'lltrytoholdon.

Basi:Alrightcheersman

Batsile:Sure.

Hehungupandlookedbackconfirmingifallthe

childrenwereinsidethendroveoff...

Atthehospital...

LaterthatafternoonAmaneopenedhereyesand

lookedatthehospitalroom asmachinespeeped,it

wasalwaysthesamespell...Thesamebeeping

soundandthecoldtemperatures...

Shelookedaroundforacatheteranditwasgone,

shesmiledtearfullyandsighedclosinghereyes...

Amane:ThankyouJesus...Pleasereleasemefrom
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mybondage,imisssittingaroundwithmychildren,i

wanttocookformyhusband..Idon'twanthim to

getusedtothehelpersmeals.Thankyouforgiving

meapatienthusband,increasehim andstrengthen

him whenhegetsweak.Iknowheishuman,behis

guide.Healmysisterfrom thepainI'vecausedher,

healherfrom herheartbreak...herFacebookposts

areboastfulinasadway.Ifthat'swhatI'm paying

forforgivemeandhealher,openthedoorsofher

blessingsandbringherhappiness.InJesusname,

Amen.

Shesighedandlookedattheshelfforanythingto

eat...

AtBame'sHouse....

Bamewalkedinthehouseandsighedputtingthe

keysdownwhileSophialaidonthecouchwatching

TV...
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Hesatonthecouchandpickedtheremotethenhe

switchedofftheTVandsighedfrustrated...

Bame:Weneedtotalk...Iam indebtsandidon't

thinkI'm readyforababyespeciallywithJuniorin

thepicture.Ithinkweshouldwaituntilnextyearto

haveanotherbabyjustsowecanobservethe

situationwithJunior.

Sophia:You'retalkingasifyou'rethesoleprovider...

Icansupportthebaby.

Bame:Mypridewon'tletmedothattoyoubabe...

Let'sjustgetridofitanddoitatthrrighttime..

Sophiaturnedlookingathim withalongface...

Bame:Please...let'sgetridofitandworkon

changingourmarriagefrom outofcommunitytoin

community.Wearenotready...
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Sophia:Ok,butisn'titillegal?

Bame:Itisbutwecangetaprofessionaltodoit

safely.

Sophia:Ok...

Hesmiledandleanedoverkissingherthenhe

switchedtheTVonandwalkedawaytakingoffhis

shirt...

Atthehospital..

Batsilepushedthehospitaldoorandsmiledlooking

atAmanelyingonthebedpressingherphone,he

leanedoverandhuggedherthenhepulledthechair

andsatdownholdingherhand...

Batsile:(smiled)Hey,ithoughtyou'redead

Amane:(accent)Theydonotcallmediehardfor

nothing!
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Batsile:ToomuchLeonSchustereh!

Theylaughedashelookedinhereyes,Breeflashed

hismemoryagainandhestoppedsmilingthenhe

tookouthisphoneanddeletedhernumberas

Amanechatted.Hetookadeepbreathandsighed

dissolvinghisguiltyface...

Batsile:Ibroughtyouafewthings,thoughtyou'dbe

hungry..

Heshovedhisphoneinthepocketandstoodup

preparinghersomethingtoeat..

Amane:Ineedtogopee...Itfeelsgoodtofinallydo

itonmyown..

Batsile:Letmehelpyou...

Hehelpedhergetoffthebedthenshetookbaby
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stepsintothebathroom andclosedthedoor.Batsile

tookoutmorefoodfrom theplasticthenhisphone

rang,itwasanunfamiliarnumber...

Batsile:Hello?

Bree:(crying)Hi...

Batsile:(softly)Hey..

Bree:(crying)Um...Ineedyouradvice,canwemeet?

Idon'tknowwhattodo..

Hiswifewalkedoutofthebathroom andtookbaby

stepstowardsthebedasheturnedlookingather

whileholdingthephonetohisear...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

Amanecaughtsomethinginhiseyes,shecouldn't

evendescribeitifyouaskedbutsheknew

somethingwasupwithhim...Wasitthesoftnessof

hisvoiceorthewayheturnedawaygivingherhis

backwhiletalkingtothephone,eitherwayitdidn't

feelright.

Batsile:(softly)Alright,I'llcallyouinaminute.Sure...

No...(sighed)Alrightletmedothis,stayput.I'llbe

rightthere,bye

Hehungupandslidthephonebackinhispocket,

Amaneslowlysatonthebedandlaiddownlooking

rightinhiseyes...



Iam

Batsileglancedinhercuriouseyesandturned

aroundpeelinganorangeforherthenhespreadit

intotinyslicesandplaceditintheplatebefore

puttingitbesidesher..

Batsile:Iknowyousaidyoumissorangesbutyou

can'thavemorethanone,you'resupposedtohave

justenoughpotassium.

Shedidn'tsayanythinginresponse,insteadshejust

pickedonesliceandatelookingathim.

Afterbeingwithherforsolongheknewexactly

whatthatlookmeant.

Batsile:Ihavetogo,thatwasoneoftheguysfrom

work.Theyneedmyhelp.
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Shecarriedoneatingwithoutsayinganything,now

heknewshedidn'tbuyitbuthewasn'taboutto

leaveifshewassuspicious.Hepickedhisphone

andpressedthefakecallsettingsthenherenamed

itwiththelodgedriver,heactivatedthefakecalland

videodialedthehousehelper...

Batsile:Ipromisedthekidstheywouldseeyou...

Her:(withLeleonherlap)Hello?

Batsile:Hi,ihopeididn'tdisturbyou.Ipromisedthe

kidsI'dvideocallsotheycantalktomama.Okae

Chase?

Her:Eerra,iunderstand.Motshwarelejalo..

Batsile:Ok..

HehandedAmanethephonethenshesmiled

lookingatherchildren.Theyjumpedandwavedat

her...
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Chase:Iwassoscared,ithoughtyou'ddie

Amane:I'm notdying,Godisgoingtokeepthis

familytogether.

Diamond:Agirlinmyclasslosthermom...Shewas

sosadshemademecry.

Amane:(laughed)GuysI'm notdying..

Thehelperstoodbyfeedingthem from abigbowl...

Amane:(smiled)Baajesiwabannatonale

basaditonababakana?

Helper:(laughed)Theyneverfinishtheirfoodbut

whenI'm feedingthem theyfinish.(laughed)The

caregiverwaslaughingatmewhenitoldherIwant

tostartfeedingmylittlebossesbecauseba

depressedkanabaaoka,ifthekidsloseweightit

meansI'm notdoingsomethingright.

Amane:Mmaoberekajaana...
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Helper:IthinkifIfeedthem in2weekstheywillback

ontrack.HaeleLosikaleLelebalusitseweight

thataandtheylostitwhenyoucouldn'tgetoutof

bed.Ithinktheymissyou.

Amane:Themmayou'reablessingmychildren...

Thankyouforhelpingme,iappreciatethatyoulove

mychildren,abovealliappreciatethatyou'renotthe

typeofahelperthatwantstobetheewife.

Helper:(laughed)HeinnakenaleboyfriendandI'm

prayinghemarriesmesoicanhaveafamilylike

yours.Idon'tfeelothermen.

TheylaughedchattingwhileBatsiletookherdirty

gownandreplaceditwithacleanonefrom home...

MeanwhileAmanechattedwiththechildrenthenthe

videocallgotinterruptedasthe'driver'called...

Amane:MrDikaiiscalling..Tsaya

Batsile:(sighedannoyed)Keenegape?Uh,akerei
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toldthem I'm coming...

Hepickedthecallandsteppedawaythrowingthe

orangepeelsinthebin.

Batsile:Sir....iunderstandthatbutiam atthe

hospitalwithmywife...Hello?Youcan'thearme?I

don'twanttoraisemyvoicebecauseI'm inmywife's

room andidon'twantto-(sighed)I'llbetherewhen

I'm donewithmywife.Callatouroperator,I'llbe

there.Bye

HehungupandsighedfrustratedlyasAmane

lookedathim worriedly...

Amane:Tsamayatherra,whathappened?

Batsile:Hesaystheyhadatyreburstandhitanother

carthoughesasenyegathata.

Amane:Pleasego,I'llcallthekidsfrom myphone
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wenayakokoloingandhelpthem.Pleasehurry

beforethepolicetroublethem...

Batsile:Ok,(leanedoverkissingher)eatyourfood

OK

Amane:Ok

Hekissedheronemoretimeandwalkedout...

Amanesighedinrelief,thankGodshedidn'tlether

insecuritiesgetthebestofherthefirsttimeshewas

suspiciousuntilsherealisedhewasinnocent.

Hopefullythecarthingwouldbesorted....shepicked

asliceoforangeandateasshevideocalledthe

childrenonthehelpersphone....

Atthemall...

MinuteslaterBatsilepulledintotheparkinglotand

dialedBree...
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Bree:Hello?

Batsile:Hey...I'm intheparkinglot

Bree:I'm insidetherestaurant,iwasveryhungry.I

haven'teatenanythingsincemorning,youcancome

in.

Batsile:(smiled)Ican'tdinewithyouinpublicibile

olemontejaanaekannakgangmoMaunabeyago

gorogakomothong.(theylaughed)Takewhatever

youboughtotamphithelaintheparkinglot.Gaona

gotimelakoloiakere?

Bree:No.

Batsile:Goodgirl.

Hehungupandsighedthenhedialedhiswifejustto

makesuretherewasnodoubtinhermind...

Amane:Hello

Batsile:Heysweetheart,what'sup?
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Amane:I'm justreadinganovel.Lekgonneledriver?

Batsile:Yeah,I'm atthepolicestationwaitingfor

them toprintoutareportandijustmissedyou..

(shesmiledblushing)Ican'tbelievetheyadmitted

youforobservationIthoughtyou'llbecominghome

rightafter...

Amane:I'm justgladthecatheterisout,inacouple

ofweeksI'llbeabletocookforyou,mybedsores

willbegoneandI'llgainweight.Thankyouforbeing

sopatientwithmewithoutcomplainingBatsile:

(guiltstriken)It'smyduty...I'm gladyou're

recovering.(Breesteppedoutoftherestaurantand

putonhersunglasses)Monnawalepodiseobuile

goshapo.

Amane:(smiled)Bye

Batsile:(softly)Keagorataautwa?Waaitseakere?

Amane:(smiledblushing)Iknow,iloveyoutoo.

Batsile:Kissme..

Amane:(laughed)Bathong..

Batsile:(smiled)Wagana?
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Amane:Mxwa!

Batsile:(smiled)Thanks

HehungupjustasBreeopenedthedoorandsat

downholdingadisposabletraywithaglassof

milkshakethensheclosedthedoor.Theyleaned

overmeetingoneanotherhalfwayandhugged...

Batsile:Hey...

Bree:Hey..

Batsilestartedthecarandthemirrorspoppedout

tiltingashereversedanddroveout...

Batsile:What'sgoingon?

Breetookoffhersunglassesandplacedthem over

thedashboardlikeshealwaysdoesinhermother's
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carthenshesippedthemilkshakebeforespeaking...

Bree:Myuncleandaunttookmetosignformy

motherinsurancemoneyandonthewaybackmy

unclewastellingmethey'retakingmein.Ifeellike

I'm oldenoughtobeonmyown.Ithinktheyknow

mymom hadseveralcoversplusshehasbeen

workingforalongtimesotheywantmegospend

thatmoneyattheirhome.Idon'tknowifI'm thinking

straightbuttheywon'tevenallowmetotalktomy

sisterbecausethey'restillorganisingaproperway

totellher.Whatshouldido?(noticedhewasdriving

outofMaun)Wherearewegoing?

Batsile:Somewhereprivate..

Bree:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Batsile:Ithinkyou'rerightaboutthemoneypartbut

youstayingaloneistoorisky.You'retooyoungto

handlethehouseholdalone,you'llbeeasilytargeted

Bree:That'strue,that'swhyIwanttotalktomy

sisterbecausewehaveagooduncle,nobodytakes

him seriouslybecauseheispoorbutheisnice.He
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wasclosetomymothersoI'm thinkinghecanmove

inbecauseheusedtostaywithus,heevenusedto

babysitusforafee.Hestillcooksformeatmyage...

Heisagoodman.

Batsile:Hesoundslikeagreatguy

Bree:ButIfeellikerelativeswillhatehim ifibring

him in,heistheonlypersonitrust.Heisalsosoft

spokeniftheyshowhim attitudehemightjuststay

away,kebathobabasabuwenggapebasarate

modumo.

Batsile:Ithinkyoushouldfindtimeandtalktoyour

sister,thesepeoplewanttomakebigdecisionswith

youalonebecauseyou'reyounger.Talktoyour

sister.Shewillhandlethenewsverywell,you're

youngbutyouhandledit.AndIalreadylikeyourpoor

uncle..I'dpickhim overeveryone.

Bree:Ok..

AfterdrivingforawhileBatsile'scarindicatedtothe

rightashegotoffroadanddrovetowardsShashe

riverwhereheparkedunderthetreeandleanedback
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openinghisdoor.

Batsile:Letmecheckifmycampchairisstillinthe

back..

Hepoppedthetrunkandtookoutachairforher

whilethecarplayedmusic.Shesteppedoutholding

hermilkshakeandsatonthecampchair.Thecold

freshbreezeofnatureandthesmelloftheriver

madethisquiteagetaway...Therewasnotown

noisesoftraffic,sirensandallthat...Justthebirds

tweetingabovethetrees,frogscroakedjumping

from onewaterlilyleaftoanotherwhilefishesdived

onceinawhile...

Heleanedagainstthecarfoldinghisarmsand

glancedatherthighs,soyellowandspotless...He'd

neverseensuchbeautifultoes,shehadonsimple

whiteflip-flopsbutherfeetwerejustbreathtaking,

thekindoftoesyoujustwanttokisswhilegently

drillingher..
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Batsile:Whatelsedidyoueatbesidesthat

milkshake?

Bree:Aburger

Batsile:That'snoteating.

Heopenedthebackseatdoorandpickedabig

takeawaypaperbagthenheplaceditinthebootand

spiceduptheirribsandFrenchfries...

Batsile:Comehere...

Shestoodupandpickedonerib,Batsilepickedtwo

Frenchfriesandfedherlookingathersoftlipsas

shechewed..

Bree:It'sdelicious...

Batsile:Youcaneat..
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Hepulledthechairoverthenshesatdownandput

herfeetovertheopenbootastheyatechatting.

Minuteslatertheytookofftheirshoesandwalked

overthewhitesandapproachingtheriverbanks...

Luckyforhim thistimetherewasn'talotofpeople

around...Probablybecauseitwasn'taweekend,a

marriedmanwouldnevercomeherewithagirl

duringaweekendwithoutriskingbeingseenby

many...

Theystoppedbytheriverandadmiredthenature,a

boatcarryingafewpeoplepassedbyastheywaved

atthem,BatsileandBreewavedbackastheboat

passedby,bigwavesfrom theengineboat

splatteredovertheirfeetasBatsilestoodbehindher

andhuggedherfrom behind....

Batsile:You'reveryportable
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Bree:(smiled)Thanks..

Heturnedheraroundandpickedherupasshe

smiledholdingonhisnecklaughingbendingherlegs.

Hewalkedalongtherivercarryingherlightweight

bodyasshehuggedhiswaistwithherlegsandlaid

herheadoverhisshoulderputtingherarmsaround

hisneckclosinghereyes.She'dalwaysfantasised

abouthavinganolderboyfriendwhenshestarted

datingandnowshewassold,beingcarriedaround

likethislikeabarbiedoll?He'dprobablybedaddy

sheneverhadandthemommyshejustlost..She

didn'tfeelsoaloneinhisarms...

Bree:Iwishitwaspossibletowakethedead..

Batsile:Iunderstandhowyoufeel,ilostmymother

whenIwaswayyoungerthanyou.Itwasn'teasy.At

leastyouhaveinsurancecoverstoholdyoudown..

You'llbefine,doyouhaveaboyfriend?
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Bree:No,mamaneankopilegorekeskaratana

whenitriedtoshe'dseemymessagesandconfront

me.

Batsile:(laughed)Shewasonehellofamom

Bree:(smiledsadly)Yeah...

Batsileturnedaroundstillcarryingheronthefront

andwalkedtothecarwherehesatherovertheboot

andwashedhermuddyfeetwithabottleofwater...

Amemoryofhim washingAmane'sfeetbackatthe

farm bytherivercameback,guiltstruckhim ashe

puthershoesbackonherfeetandsighedstanding

betweenherlegs...Helookedinhereyesashis

handsbrushedeachofherthighsgoinguptoher

waistasheheldherwithbothhands...

Batsile:Youhaveabeautifulskin...It'ssoftand

sensitive...

Shesmiledlookingdownthenhetouchedherchin
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pullingitupsohecouldlookintoherKoreaneyes,

hebenthisindexfingerandbrusheditoverher

yellowishcheekthenhereachedoverherheadand

removedherpinkbandholdingherponytail.Herhair

droppeddownthenheranhisfingersbetweenher

silkyhairfixingitasitfellvigorouslyoverher

shoulders...Howdoevenresistthiskindofbeauty,

Godpleaseintervene.Helookedinhereyeswithhis

handonherneckthenheleanedoverandgently

babykissedherastheybothclosedtheireyes.The

simplekissturnederoticashesoftlykissedherlips

thenheleanedbacklookinginhereyes...

Batsile:Doyoudrink?

Bree:(lookeddown)Itriedforthefirsttimetoday,i

wantedtocallyoubutiwasafraidtocall.Idrunkmy

mother'swinesoicanhavethecouragetocallyou.

Batsile:Weonlydrinktocelebrate,that'srule

number.Don'teverdrinkoutoffrustrationok?(she

nodded)Iwouldn'twantyoutobevulnerablewith

thewrongguy..Autwa?
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Bree:Ok

Heleanedoverkissingherashispantsgottighter

andtighterwithhisdickexpandinginsideand

runningoutofspace.Heleanedbackandsighed

gainingcontrolhisbodythenhelookedathiswatch.

Batsile:It'slate,letmetakeyouhome..

Hegrabbedherwaistandputherdownthenshe

brushedherskirtdownasshegotinthecarand

closedthedoor.Batsilegotinandlookedatherone

moretimeadmiringher,hetouchedherchinand

smiledpushingherhairoffherfacethenheturned

backtothesteeringwheelandstartedthecar...

AtBame'sHouse...

LaterthateveningBameopenedthedoor,adoctor
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walkedinwithhiscasethenheclosedthedoor..

Bame:Sheisinthebedroom...

Doctor:Gaonadicameraakeremr?Gakebatego

ikgolegaandlosemylicence.

Bame:No,ijustreallyneedtogoaway.Areyousure

shewon'thavecomplications?

Doctor:No,2monthsisn'triskyatall...

Theywalkedinthebedroom whereSophiawaslying

onthebedreluctantly,Bamesatnexttoherandheld

herhand...itallseemedalltoosuddenandshestill

wasn'tsureifshewantedthis,itdidn'tevenmake

sensewhyhewantedthisdonesoquickandatthis

timeofthenightbutknowingDivawasonthe

pictureshedidn'twanttobethestubbornone...

Bamekissedherandheldherhand...
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Doctor:Ok,I'm justgoingtoconnectthislittletube

andpumpoutthebloodbecauserightnowit'sjusta

bloodclot.Itmightstingjustalittlebitbutit's

bearable..

Sophia:Ok...

Doctor:I'm gettingstarted...

Sophiaflinchedasthesyringetubeslidalltheway

insideherthenthedoctorbegunpumpingbloodinto

thehugesyringeuntilitwasfull..

Doctor:Toilet?

Bamepointedthenhehurriedoverandemptiedthe

syringe,withglovesonhewasheditandcameback.

Hesteriliseditandpumpedheragain,thecouple

heldhandsasthedoctortrippedbetweenthe

bedroom andthetoiletuntilhewasdonethenhe

tookofftheglovesandclosedthecase.
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Doctor:I'm givingyoupainkillersandantibiotics,

makesureyoudrinkandfinishthem.Antibiotics

gagotshemekelwemogoyoneyahediwaorelse

you'llgetaninfection.Pleasemakesureyoutakeit

becauseifyougetaninfectionyou'llhavetogoto

thehospitalandtheymostprobablywillcallthe

policeonyouforthebackdoorabortion.

Sophia:Ok

Bame:I'llmakesureshetakesthem.Thanksman

Doctor:Sure...Putonapad,youwon'tbleed.Itsjust

stainsthatwillbefinishedtomorrow.Icleanedyou

up.

Sophia:Ok

Bamestoodupandwalkedoutwiththedoctorashe

wiredhim thepaymentwhileSophiaputonapad

andlaiddown..

Bamefollowedthecarandclosedthegatethenhe
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stoodthereanddialedDivatosayhisgoodnight...

Atthepharmacy...

ThenextmorningTinasheparkedhisHondafit

brandedMaunWeldersPtyLtd,hesteppedoutand

closedthedoorwhilehisfirstbornsatinthefront

seatandthelastattheback.

Tinashe:I'm coming...

1stborn:Sure..

Hewalkedtowardsthepharmacypressinghis

phone,hetransferred3KtoAmanda'snumberand

dialedherasheapproachedtheChancepharmacy...

Amanda:(angrily)Whyareyousendingmemoney?

Tinashe:I'm returningthemoneyitookfrom you2
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yearsback.Sometimeswhenlifegetsdifficultyou

endupdoingthemostembarrassingthings.Iwasat

mylowestpointinlifebackthenandI'vedonealot

ofthingsthatI'm notproudof.Iknowican'ttakeit

backbutijustwantedtoreturnit.Iusedthatmoney

tobringmychildreninBotswana,ihadnoother

choice.I'm sorryforthestressicausedyou.

Amanda:Idon'tneedyourmoney...OK?

Tinashe:AndI'm readytosignthataffidavityou

askedfor,ithoughtaboutitandidon'tthinkit'sfair

formetoforcemyselfinyourchildren'slives.I'lljust

tellmyboystheyhavesistersjusttoavoida

situationwheretheysleepwiththem mistakingtheir

siblingconnectionwithlove.Iwon'tevertrytotalkto

yourdaughtersunlesstheythemselvescometome.

Ialsowon'tbetheonetellingthem whoiam.

Amanda:I'llbeinMaunsoonorI'lltalktooneofmy

colleaguestheretodrafttheaffidavitsoyoucan

signit.Thenineedyoutodeletemynumberand

disappearfrom mylife.

Tinashe:Ok,you'llgivethelawyermynumber.
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Amanda:Bye,mxm!

Shecutthecallthenhewalkedinthepharmacyand

bumpedonBameholdingpainkillersandantibiotics.

Bamelookedatthefamiliarfacewonderingwhere

he'dseentheguy..

Tinashe:Boss

BamerecognisedTinashe'svoice...Wellhewasthe

onlypersonwhocalledeveryguyboss.Heturned

aroundandlookedathim inblueoverallpantsanda

companygolft-shirtbrandedMaunWeldersPtyLtd..

Thiswasprobablythefirsttimehehadalookathim

withahaircutandbeardtrimmed...Theguylooked

completelydifferentandresembledNigeria's

Davido...
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Bame:Boss,goodmorning...

Tinasheshookhishandsmiling,Bameforceda

smile...Howdoyouevensmilewithaguyyou

robbed...

Tinashe:Howareyou?

Bame:I'm good,howareyou?

Tinashe:I'm good...HowisMrsMotsumi-(he

rememberedSophiawasprobablyMrsMotsumitoo)

Batsile'swife...Howisshedoing?

Bame:Sheisgood,shedidherlastsurgery

yesterdayandwearehopingshe'llbeexcellentfrom

nowon.

Tinashe:Alright,goodseeingyouman.Badumele

kolapeng

Bame:Sure

Tinasheproceededtothetillandgothismedication
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thenhewalkedbacktothecarandgotin.Heleaned

overthesteeringwheelforaminuteandstartedthe

carthenhisphonerang...

Tinashe:Hello?

Voice:Hi,you'retalkingtoMasegofrom GapeFriday

Investments,

Hisheartskipped,didhewinthesubcontracttender?

Tinashe:Eemma

Voice:Wejustsentyoutheemailbutwealsomake

phonecallsasabackup,yourcompanyhasbeen

awardedthesubcontractthatwasadvertisedonthe

newspaperlastmonth,you'rerequestedtobeinthe

officeonThursdayat8am forthecontract.

Tinashe:Thankyousomuch,I'llbethere..

Voice:Thankyou.
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Hehungupandsmiledlookingathisboys...

1stborn:Isitthesubcontract?

Tinashe:(laughed)Yes

Theysmiledandpunchedtheairinvictory.He

sighedandreversed,thiswasabigone...The

biggesttenderofhislifeandhe'dbeabletoreturn

Sophia'skidneymoney..

Atthehospital...

LateronBatsileparkedthecarandadjustedtheseat

sohiswifecouldsitproperlythenhelockedupand

walkedinthebuildingashisphonerang.

Batsile:Hello?

Kanako:Heyman,justlandedinGaborone,ourflight
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toMaunisat2pm

Batsile:Great,finally.

Kanako:(laughed)Yeah,howisAmane?

Batsile:Shehasbeendischarged,I'm pickingherup.

Kanako:Alright,later

Batsile:Sure..

Hehungupandwalkedinthelift...

InAmane'sroom...

MeanwhileAmanegotoffthebed,shestillfelttoo

weaktostandbuttheexcitementofhavingthat

catheterremovedandknowinginjustafewdays

she'dcookforherfamilywasstrengthenoughfor

hertopackherbag.

Shepickedherphoneandtookapictureofherbag
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onthehospitalbedthenshepostedonfacebook.

"Goinghometomyfamily,thankyoutoeveryonefor

thephonecallsandtothoseihaven'trepliedI'll

reply."

Friendsandemployeesreactedandcommentedon

herstatusthensherefreshedasAmanda'spost

toppedherfeed.

Amanda: Kanasomesickpeopleare

experiencingnothingbutkarma.Sometimeswhen

badthingshappentoyoubegratefulandmoveon

sokarmacantakeover.Godfightsbetterthanyou

caneverdo...Ibilegatwechildrenwillsufferforthe

mistakesoftheirparents.Theuniverseisfunny.

Anyways I'm sogratefulformydaughters,they're

therealloveandhappiness. Forwardwemove

*Proudsinglemama
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*Proudadvocate

*Happinessliveshere

Amanereadthepostandonceagainfoundherself

consideringtounfriendherbutshestillwasn'tsure.

Shesnoozedherpostsfor30daysandclickedon

hermusicthenshesearchedforKgotso'sMessiah,

sheplayeditwhilepackingherthings...

Amane:(smiledspeakingalong)jwalereakena

jwale....Hai....(singing)Monhadi,Messiah,tshela

moyaohalalelang

Monhadi,Messiah,tshelamoyaohalalelang

Monhadi,Messiah,tshelamoyaohalalelang...

Batsilepushedthedooropenandsteppedinasshe

sangalong,hesmiledandcoveredhereyesfrom

behind,theylaughedthenhesteppedback...
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Batsile:Hey

Amane:Hi

Hepickedherbagandhungitoverhisshoulderthen

heheldherhandastheytookbabystepsoutthe

door..

Batsile:Areyousureyoucanwalktothecar

Amane:Iwanttotry...Haveyoucollectedmycard

fortheprescription?

Batsile:Yeah,

Heheldherhandasshetookafewmorestepsand

bentoverholdingherknees...

Batsile:Babedon'tstrainyourself..You'llgetthere...

Amane'seyesburnedwithtearsasshestraightened
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herbackandtriedtotakeonemorestepbutthe

painwastoomuchandshefeltweakjuststanding

there.

Amane:IjustwanttobeOK,likeeveryone...

Batsile:It'stooearly,weneedtobepatient..

Hebentdownandpickedherupthenhewalkedout

carryingher...

Minuteslaterheputherdownandopenedthedoor

thenshegotinthecarandclosedthedoor.

Heputherbaginthebootandcloseditthenhegot

inthecarandstartedthecarashepulledtheseat

belt..

Heswitchedtheairconashedroveoutthenhe

reachedinthebackandhandedheradrink..
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Batsile:Ibroughtyousomethingtodrink...Akerene

oregaobatedijo..

Amanegotthedrinkandopeneditthenshesipped

andputitonthecupholderashereyeslandedona

pairofpinksunglassesbythedashboard.She

reachedforthem andlookedatthem...

Batsile'sheartskippedasheglancedather,she

lookedathim andputthem backwhereshegot

them thenshepickedherdrinkandsipped.He

rubbedhismustacheandkepthiseyesontheroad..

Amane:(calmly)Ketsagamang?{whodothey

belongto?

*

*

*
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#110

InBatsile'scar...

Batsile:(calmly)Whenareyougoingtostopbeing

suspicious?Haven'tiprovedmyselfenough

Amane:BabeI'm justasking,insteadofmakingme

feelguiltyaboutityoucouldjusttellme.Whodo

theybelongto?

Batsile:Whenileftthehospitalinahurryyesterday

wherewasigoing?

Amane:Youstillhaven'tansweredme.

Batsile:I'llrefreshyourmemory,yesterdaythedriver

hadaminoraccidentandihadtocomeintervene.

Thecarhadtogotothepolicestationsothestaff

whowereinthecarhadtocomeinmycar.Those

glassesketsamongwewabone,icouldhavegiven

them backatworkbutididn'tgetthatchance
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becauseiwantedtodedicatetodaytoyou...

Amane:Ok,kegonekethaloganyang...That'sallyou

hadtosay.Iwasjustasking.

Batsile:Babeifiwasplanningoncheatingdon'tyou

thinkI'ddoabetterjobathidingitthantojustleave

anotherwoman'sglasseslyingthere?

Amane:(laughed)Gongweneosadiboneakere...

Batsile:(laughed)Onthedashboard?

Amane:(laughed)Whatever

Batsile:Youhavetotrustme....Iloveyou

Hesloweddownatthetrafficlightsandleanedover

kissingher...

Batsile:(talkingonherlips)Kekopagotshepiwamy

love

Shelaughedblushingthenhetiltedhisheadkissing
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herandleanedbackadjustinghispantsashis

erectionfilledhispants...

Batsile:Wouldibegoingthroughthisifiwas

cheating?(pulledherhand)Utwahela..

Shetouchedhishardrockdickandlaughedleaning

back...

AtTinashe'sHouse...

Tinashedrovethroughthegatewhilehissonswere

headingtheballtooneanotherbackandforth...He

parkedandsteppedoutinhissuittalkingtothe

phone...

Tinashe:Yeah,ialsothinkweshouldhireatleast4

extrahands...Thisprojectisbiggerthanithought.I

don'twanttodisappointMrFriday,wewillhaveto
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putthem throughaworkshopbeforestartingthe

project.

Voice:Yeah,plusifwedoagoodjobhewilluseus

thenexttimehewinsagovernmenttender.

Tinashe:Yeah,justhavingdoneaprojectforthe

governmentisagoodrecord.MrFridayseemsto

havealotoftenders...

Voice:(laughed)Allthecompaniesassociatedwith

hisareasuccess,ifheisimpressedwithyourwork

hekeepsyouontherecordthenwhenhewinsbig

tendersheusessmallcompaniesforsmaller

specifics.Theguyisbig.

Tinashe:Istillcan'tbelievewegotthis.Draftthe

employmentpostsandpassthem throughmethen

wepost.Iwanttobeready

Voice:Sureboss.

Tinashe:Shap..

Hewalkedinthehouseandpassedbytheboys

room checkingiftheycleanedtheirroom likehe
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ordered,itwasclean...

Hewalkedinhisroom andtookoffthesuitthenhe

putonhisTshirt,hisphonerangonthebedthenhe

pickedheadingtothekitchenwherehecheckedif

theboyscooked..

Tinashe:Hello?

Voice:Hi,thisisKadifrom OphthalmologyMaun,

thisisareminderforyourstrabismussurgery

tomorrowat9am.

Tinashe:Thankyouverymuch,ihaven'tforgotten.

Sohowlongdoesthesurgerytake?

Voice:Between30minutesto2hoursmaximum,

you'llbeoutthewholetimesoyouwon'tfeelany

pain.

Tinashe:Howlongwillitaketorecover?

Voice:Itwilltakeabout6weeksfortheeyetogain

fullcontrol.
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Tinashe:Ohperfect.Thanks.

Voice:Bye

Hehungupandpickedtheplatethenhesatonthe

couchandatewhilewatchingTV,heclickedonhis

appandnoticedhehadamessageonWhatsApp...

Number:Hi,itsGem from Chancepharmacy.You

forgotyourmedicalaidcardwhenyouwere

collectingyourmedicationtoday.

Thiswasawkwardandexcitingatthetime,whatdo

youdowhenyourcrushjustlandsonyour

WhatsApp...he'dalwayswishedhecouldaskforher

numberbutknowingthatsheknewthekindof

medicationhewastakinghejustknewtherewasno

wayshe'dagreed.Actuallyshe'dbeoffended,noone

wantstodatesomeonewithschizophrenia.

Tinashe:Hi,sorryforthelateresponse.Hadabusy
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day.I'llpassbytomorrowandpickitup..

Gem: Itookitwithmeincaseyoucontactedme

afterhourssoit'sinmyhandbag.

Tinashe:Ohsweet,wherecanipickitup?Unless

6pm istoolateforstrangers.

Gem: MrGambayou'renotastranger.

Tinashe: Yes!

Gem:Ididn'tseetheboysthistime.

Tinashe:Theywereinthecar.Youknowmysons?

Gem:Yeah,they'rehandsomeboys.Theylooklike

you.

Tinashe:Thankyou,ifabeautifulladysaysmysons

arehandsomethenibelieveit.

Gem:

Tinashe:Sendmedirections,I'm takingabaththen

I'm coming.

Shesentthedirectionsthenheputthephoneonthe
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chargerandheadedtothebathroom wherehetook

aquickbathandstoppedbythemirrorcheckingout

hismustacheandrubbedhisfadehaircutbefore

walkingoutwithatowelhangingoverhisshoulder...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileAmandapackedherchildren'sbagwhile

talkingtothephoneonloudspeaker...

Linda:Whydon'tyougetsomeonetodoit?

Amanda:IguessIwanttomakesurehedoesn't

changehismind.Ican'twaitforhim tosignthis.

Linda:Hesoundslikeagreatguytome,ifiwasyou

I'djustleavethingsasthey'reandwhenthechildren

askaboutdaddyitellthem it'sTinasheGamba.They

willdecidethemselveswhattodo,signingallthese

makesitimpossibleforhim todoanythingforthem

inthefuture.

Amanda:Whatcanhereallydoforthem abetsa
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ditshipiadirabata,areyoumockingme?

Linda:Mmekanababydaddyyagagoente,nowi

believealltheguyswethinkareuglyarejustbroke.

Tinasheishandsome,nowadayshecutshishairand

beard,helookslikeDavido...Nomanisuglythey're

justbroke.Tinasheneadirwamaswenyanake

unemploymentnowadaysheisacompanydirector

andyouknowhowhardworkingZimbabweanguys

are.HehiredanotherZimbabweanandthey'redoing

wondersinMaun.Weeksbackhewasdoing

maintenanceinourofficebuilding.It'snotevenjust

abouthim,heisgoingfarcareerwiseandthosegirls

mightneedhim.Unblockhim andseehisprofileif

youthinkI'm lying.

Amanda:I'm notunblockinghim,Iwantthisguyout

ofmylifeandIdon'twantmychildrenknowinghim.

Ihopemamaisn'tspreadingrumourstherecalling

mychildrenmakwerekwere.

Linda:Kooremothoakagotsholelabanababante

jaanaabeomoila...(sighed)Anywaysmamaistoo

sicktospreadrumors,ibileohumble...Shekeeps

askingwhypeoplearen'tcheckingonher.
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Amanda:(sighed)I'm justannoyedthatI'llhaveto

endureherforthenext2dayswhilefilingthis.Mme

ibileI'llhavetocomebackonMondaysincetodayis

Friday.

Linda:Tammaimissmygirls.Iboughtthem tights

andhairbands..

Amanda:(smiled)OK,bye.

Linda:Bye

Shehungupandtookthebagtothecar,she

stoppedbythedoorlookingatYamewhowas

facingthewalltalkingandsmiling.Amandastood

thereobservingherasshetalkedtothewallwhile

theothertwinplayedtalkingtothetoysonthe

carpet.Shebrusheditoffandloadedthebags..
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

Junewalkedinthebedroom andsmiledatAmane

whosmiledbackastheyhuggedforalmost5

minutes...

June:Hi...

Amane:You'repregnant...

Juneputherhandoverherfaceblushingthenshe

smiled...

June:Howdoyouknow?

Amane:Honeyihavebeenpregnant4times..

June:(laughed)I'm 3monthspregnant,Ihaven'ttold

him yet.Iwanttotellhim onhisbirthday.

Amane:Thatwillmakehisday...

June:Ihopethebabyisn'tanalbino,itcanbehard
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beingoneattimes.

Amane:Butifheorsheistheywillneedustoshow

them thatit'snothingabnormal.Kanakolovesyou

likethat.

June:True...Summeriscomingoversowecancook

foryou.Tellyourhelpertogohomefortheweekend.

I'llhelparoundthehouse.

Amane:Ok...

MeanwhileKanakoandBameunlockedthebachelor

padbehindthemainhousethentheycarriedthe

bagsinside...

Kanako:AreyengclubbongboMr,imissedMaun's

nightlife

Batsile:Youliterallyjustarrived!

Kanako:IcametoMauntopartyandgowild,what

didyouthinkicamefor?YobarengBameokae?I

wanttoseeJuniorkasekopo.
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Theylaughedashetookoutsomeclothes.Batsile's

phonereceivedamessage.

Bree: I'm feelinglonely,wishicouldjustdisappear.

Nightsarethemostdifficultbecauseiam alonein

thedarkandallkindsofthoughtscrossmymind.

BatsilesighedthoughtfullyandlookedatKanako.

Batsile:Whattimearewegoing?ObuileleJune

akere?SheshouldtellAmanewearegoingout

Kanako:She'lltellhim...

AtBame'sHouse...

MeanwhileBameputonhisshoeswhiletalkingto

thephone..
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Bame:Yeah,I'llbethereinaminute.You'regoingto

meetmyfamily.I'llbeleavingyouguystherefora

whilesoJuniorcangettoknowhiscousins.Weare

goingtotheclublateron,wegoingtoplaypoolat

thebarthenwegototheclub.(laughed)Youwon't

feellonely,thereisSummer,Amane,JuneandJalo...

They'recoolwomenplusthechildren...Wemake

babieswedon'tplaygamessoJuniorhas6cousins

plusSimba'skidsitwillbeatotalof9childreninthe

house.Hewillplayuntilhefallsasleep....(laughed)

alright,getready.I'llpassbyinaminute.

Hehungupandstoodupthenhewalkedtowards

thedoor,hetriedtoopenbutthedoorwaslocked.

Heturnedaroundconfusedandwalkedbacktothe

bedroom whereSophiawaslyingonthebedfolding

herarmswithapout.

Bame:Openthedoor,wherearethekeys..
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Sheturnedaroundgivinghim herbackandpressed

herphone..

Bame:I'm notplayingwithyou,openthedoor.

Heturnedheraroundandsearchedherbutthere

wasnothingonherthenhesighedholdinghiswaist

lookingather...

Bame:Sophiawee,otogaorekeagotshwenya.

Openthedoor...Im notgoingtotellyouagain...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillbeat

11pm tonight.

*

*
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AtBame'sHouse...

Bameturnedthehouseupsidedownlookingforthe

keysthenhewalkedbackinthebedroom andstood

bythebed..

Sophia:I'vetriedtobereasonablewithyoubut

you'reclearlystubborn.Iwillhurtyou,I'm thetype

thatbeatsawomanifihavetoandtrustmeifibeat

youyou'regoingtohatemenandturnintoalesbian.

Mphakeykebatagotsamaya...

Sophialookedathim withthecornerofhereyeand

turnedawaylyingherheadonthepillow..

Bamewalkedinthestoreroom andgrabbeda
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screwdriverthenheremovedthelockandopened

thedoor.

Hewentbacktothebedroom andsatnexttoher..

Bame:Iwantadivorcebecauseweargueevery

second

Sophiaturnedaroundandlookedather...

Sophia:Divorce?Justbecauseidon'twantyoutogo

withoutme?

Bame:You'reabusingme.

Sophia:Becauseilockedthedoor?

Bame:I'm nothappywithyou,don'tmakemesay

longspeechesbecauseI'm notgoodwithwords.I

wantadivorce,wedon'tshareanythingsothis

shouldbeeasy.Itwon'tbeamessydivorce
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Sophia:Whatareyoutryingtosay?ThatI'm walking

outwithnothing?Afteryouspent2yearssexingme

leftandright?

Bame:Imadeyoucum,it'snotlikeiwastheonly

oneenjoying.Goodnight

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff,Sophiastoodatthe

doorthoughtfullythenshehurriedbackinsideand

gotherphoneandcarkeysthenshejumpedinthe

carandtailedhim...

Atthesuburb...

Sophia'sheartpoundedasshedroveashort

distancebehindhim,couldhehaveboughthera

houseinthesuburborwashegoingtohisbrother's

house.Justwhenshethoughtheisgoingto

Batsile'shousehemadeaturnintothescreenwall..

Shedrovepastthegateandparkedthecarthenshe
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hurriedtothegateandstoodtherewatchingtosee

ifshehaddogs..Didseem likeitsoshepacedinside

takingcoverbehindhiscarasheopenedthehouse

doorandwalkedinleavingitopen.Shetookoffher

shoesandsteppedovertheverandathenshetook

outherphoneandstoodbesidesthedoorpeaking

inside...

Sheliftedherphoneandrecordedavideoofhim as

hehuggedandkissedherthenJuniorwalkedinthe

livingroom forcingthem tostepawayfrom one

another.Shestoppedtherecordingandhurriedout

carryinghershoes...

AtGem'sHouse...

Tinashedroveintoamultiresidentialyardanddrove

towardstheindicatedhousethenhepagedher.He

steppedoutandclosedthecarthendooropened.

Gem stoodatthedoorandsmiled...
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Gem:Comein...

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor...

Tinashe:Nicehouse

Gem:Thanks...Haveaseat,canibringyouadrinkor

food?Ijustfinishedcooking.

Tinashe:Anythingisfine...Doyouevenknowhowto

cook?Beautifulgirlsdon'tknowhowtocook

Gem:(laughed)Idon'tknowifIshouldbegladyou

saidI'm beautifulorsadthatyousaididon'tknow

howtocook.

Theylaughedasshewalkedoverandservedhim

beforesittingnexttohim withherplate..

Gem:Didtheboyslockup?Iwantustowatcha
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movie

Tinashe:Theywilllockthedoor,they'renotbabies.

Nnakeilegokukuna

Gem:(laughed)Notagooddadafterall..

Theylaughedashegottheremoteandscanned

throughthemovies....

AtBatsile'sHouse...

Bamewalkedinthelivingroom withJuniorand

Diva...

KanakoturnedaroundandpickedJuniorup...

Kanako:HeyBigman,I'm thefavouriteuncleKK,say

favouriteuncle!

Junior:(laughed)FavoriteuncleKK
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Everyonelaughedasheputhim down...

Kanako:Gotothatroom,yourcousinsarethererona

reyadibiring...I'llseeyouproperlytomorrow...The

beeriscallingme...

InthekitchenJunepeakedoutsideandstepped

backinloweringhervoice..

June:Ishedatingher?

Jalo:Idon'tknowbutSimbaaskedmenotto

mentionSophia.Apparentlyshedoesn'tknow

anythingabouther

Summer:(laughed)Bameisgoingtokillhim...I

sweartheseguysaretryingtokillmyhusbandwitha

heartattack...ButgonemmeeneBamewhenishe

payingmagadiorintroducinghertotheelders,even

uncles?
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June:KanaAmanestilldoesn'tknowwhyBameis

married...WaitsegoreI'm herewonderingwhat

secretKanakohasthathisbrothersarecovering

becausewow...

Summer:Butwhenyourmanhasbrothersyou

shouldn'texpecttheirloyaltytobeonyou.Theywill

alwayslookaftertheirownexceptifyou'remarried

toafirstbornlikeme...Firstbornsareresponsible

kebodeputyparentsbutmyhusbandgetssleepless

nightsdealingwiththeseguys.

Jalo:(laughed)Atleastnowadaysthey'remature...

Bameknockedandsighed...

Bame:LadiesthisisDiva...Jaloyoualreadyknow

herright.

Jalo:Yeah,hiDiva

Bame:DeethisisJune,Amaneisupstairs...That's

Summer...Yourememberthem thoughright?

Diva:Yes,isawthem atthewedding.
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June:OhIremembernow,gateneotsholelaBame

thabayaTsodilo

Theyallcrackedlaughingasshesmiledconfusedby

thelanguage...

Bame:Ihavetogo...

Hewalkedoutandleftherstandingthere....

Jalo:Comehelpusmixthedough

Summer:Soyoujustkeptquietfor7years?

June:Ilikeattention,Iwouldhavesentlettersto

Botswana

Theyalllaughedasshewashedherhandsand

joinedin...
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Inthecar...

MeanwhileBamedrovethecarwhileKanakosatin

thefrontforwardingsongs,Batsiletookouthis

phoneandtexted...

Batsile:Hi,stillup?

Bree:Yeah.

Batsile:Maybeishouldpayforaccommodation

somewheresoicanholdyouthewholenight.

Maybeyou'llsleep..whatdoyouthink?

BasiturnedlookingatBatsilewhohadbeengluedto

hisphonesilentlyandsnatchedthephone..

Basi:(smiled)Ithoughtwesaidnophoneswhenwe

goout,wareborabecausegaobue.

Bame:(laughed)Kanteeneobualemang?
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Batsile:Giveitbacktherra,

Basi:(smiledpushinghisarm away)Mmekebone

pele

HetriedtoreadthemessagesbutBatsileturned

coveringhiseyesastheywrestledintheback...

Batsile:(seriously)Basiweeaetherra

Basi:(laughed)Whatareyouhiding?

Batsile:Onaseriousnotedon'treadmymessages.I

thoughtwearegrownpastthis,akotisephone

yame...(angrily)Bamestopthecar!

Kanako:Guysareyoufighting?

Bamepulledonthesideoftheroad,him andKanako

turnedlookingatthem.Basilookedatthescreen

andstoppedsmilingasheread,Batsiletriedto

snatchitandheshovedhim back.Batsile'sheart

poundedashelookedathim readingthroughand
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boilingasheread.

Batsilequicklyopenedthedoorandsteppedoutas

Basigotoutfrom theotherdoor...

Basi:Iknewit...

Bamegotoutandtookthephonereadingthen

KanakotookitandreaditasBatsilebackedaway

from Basimane...

Kanako:Ican'tbelieveicamebacktothismadness,

itshisbusiness.Whyarewespoilingournightovera

flirt?Hedidn'tevensleepwithher.

Bame:Basiweelet'sgothebanna.

Basi:Soyou'regoingtocheatonasickperson?At

thesametimedrowningindebts?Thenextthing

whensheleavesyou'llsaysheputyouindebtsand
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leftyouakere?...Orsayyoutookcareofherand

whenshegotbettersheleftyou...maybeevenkill

herbecauseyoufeelshecostyouwaytoomuch

anddoesn'thavetherighttoleave,right?

Bame:Guyscomeon

Kanako:Aetheborraareyengdibiridiahela...Basi

wee?

Basiincreasedhispacewalkingtowardshim as

Batsileincreasedhiswalkingbackwards.He

chargedathim,Batsileturnedaroundandranoff

crossingtheroadandalmostgothitbyapassing

carasBasistoppedontheothersideoftheroad...

Basi:(followinghim)Boelakwanorebue

Batsile:(walkingbackwards)Gakebategolwale

wenamr...Gapennagaopapaoemisebullying.I'm

notachildaddressmelikeanadultolesegolwale

nna.Idon'tanswertoyou,gakeJunior.

Basi:(followinghim)Skabatagontenabecausei
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waswillingtotalkandhelpyou

Batsile:(lookedbehindhim andcarriedwalking

backwards)Helpmeompetsa?

AtaxipassedbythenBatsilewaveditdown,thetaxi

stoppedthenheranoverandgotinbeforeitdrove

offastheotherbrothersstoodscatteredontheside

oftheroadwithcarwayattheback..

*

*

*

*
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Ontheroad...

Basiwatchedthetaxiheadlightsdisappearintothe

nightasheheldBatsile'sphonethenheturned

aroundandwalkedbacktothecar,he'dplannedto

justrelaxandtakeafewbeerstonightbutthiswas

disappointing.

MeanwhileBameandKanakosighedlookingathim

ashelazilywalkedover...

Bame:(loweredhisvoice)Ihopethelecturedoesn't

cometomeaboutDivaandSophia

Kanako:(speakingthroughhisteeth)Idoubthe

knowsthough,doeshe?

Bame:AmmeBasiakaexpectagorekerateSophia
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foreverknowingverywellhemadememarryher

Kanako:Waaitseakeredeputyontsejang...Buti

thinkobuekgangyadivorcepeleaiseautweka

Sophia.

TheystoppedtalkingasBasiarrivedthentheyall

walkedbacktothecar...

Kanako:Whatdidhesay?

Basi:Hejustleft...

Bame:To?

Basi:Idon'tknow,didyouguysknowaboutthis?

Whyam ialwaysthelastonetofindoutanything?

Both:Ididn'tknow..

Bame'sphonerangthenhepickedandputhim on

loudspeaker...
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Bame:Yeah

Simba:(noisybackground)Whereareyouguys?

Kanako:Howiseverythingdownthere?

Simba:It'sgoingdown!

Kanako:Arewegoing?

Bame:(lookedatBasi)Arewe?

Basi:Batsile?

Kanako:Hecanhandlehimself...Areyengnnake

batabojalwa...

TheygotinthecarandclosedthedoorsthenBame

joinedtheroadasBasiclickedonhisphone.

Basi:Iwanttocallhim,iwasn'tevenabouttofight.I

wantedtotalktohim

Kanako:Heleftthephonesoyoucan'tcallhim,if

youcallAmaneanditturnsoutheisnothomethen

shewillbeworriedandwedon'twantthat..
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Bame:Maybehewentahead,hewillprobablymeet

Simbathere.

Basi:(sighed)Ifyousayso...Canyouguystalkto

him?MaybeheisafraidofmeorhethinksI'm being

unreasonable.Whatiknowabouttemptationsisthat

itgetsharderwhenyou'reabouttowin...It'snotlikei

don'tunderstandwhatheisgoingthrough...Kenna

mothoyoothaloganyang...Batsileisnotevena

goodcheater,gaaitsegoiphithawagotshwarwa

phakela...Heisgoingtoloseeverythingheworked

sohardtobuild.Heisindebts,cheatingneeds

moneybecauseyouhavetopayhotelsandtakeout

yoursidechick...Plusmustobechebecause

gagonakukuyamahala.

Bame:Sometimessesegolokegorotamothowa

modimo...Offloadingisimportant...Ifyou'reclever

youbudgetforbofebe.Hecancutsomeexpenses

likedroppingwinesanddrinkingaquartof

blacklabel...Insteadofgoingtoahotelyouparkin

thebushandsmash...
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Kanakoturnedandlookedathim...

Bame:I'm justsaying,stopexpectingtoomuchfrom

him.Itsbeenayear,howmanyofuscangofora

yearwithoutkuku...Imeanreally,let'sberealistic.

Notlongagosomeonewascryingbecausehiswife

madehim gofor5dayswithoutsex.Idon'tevenget

thatmuchsex,I'vegoneforweekswithoutsexbut

wenaBasiyou'lljustdieifyougofor6days,you

can'tlastaweekwithoutsexbutthenBatsileis

stupidforfailing?Givehim abreak...Moneeleng

molemowanopaee...(pointedatKanako)You're

thedoctor,prescribehim somethingfornopaifle

bataanne.

Kanako:IunderstandBatsile'ssituationbutcheating

onasickpartnerisjustbelowthebelt,I'dratherfuck

myhandthandothat...Shewillnotonlydealwith

thedepressionofbeingsick,therewillalsobe

comparingherselftothisgirl...Haveyouseenhow

beautifulsheis?ThisBreegirliswaytoobeautiful

andshewilljustkillAmane'sselfesteem,it'snot

justaboutsex.Womentakethesethingspersonally
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anddeepertoo..

Bame:Lonakanalesiametswekedilo,Juneis

alwaysdishingandwenaBasiwhenyouspend5

dayswithoutsexthewholefamilybacksyouupthen

Summerdishesup.Batsiledoesn'thavethat

comfort,it'seasytosayholdonwhenyou'renoton

theotherside.AnywaysI'm notsayingit'sOKtodoit,

I'm justsayingiunderstandhissituation...Iknowmy

brotherandiknowhewouldnevercheatonAmane

unlesshereallyhasto.Judgehim,butiwon't.

Basi:Didyouevenhearme?Isaidiunderstandbut

it'snotworthit...Youcan'tbuildsuchaperfect

familyandthrowitawayjustbecauseyoucan'ttake

anymorehandjobs.Itdoesn't-

Bame:(interrupted)I'm gettingdivorced,gakebate

Sophia...

Basipausedandleanedback...Kanakoslowlyput

hishandonthedoorhandlesohecouldjumpoutif

theyfightandcrushthecar.
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Basi:Ok...Thatwastheoriginalplan,marryherand

proceedwiththekidneytransplantthendivorceafter

2yearsbecauseayearwouldbesuspicious...Right?

Bame:Yeah,butshecaughtfeelingsandweare

fighting.I'm justtellingyousoyoudon'tharassme.

Basilookedathim,itwaspainfulcomingoutlike

that...

Basi:YouguysmakeitsoundlikeI'm abusive,I'm

justtryingtomakesureyoudon'tdestroyyourlives.

Kedirejangborrakedidimalehela?Nowitsounds

likeI'm unreasonable.

Therewassilenceasthecardroveintothenight

clubmaingate.

Basi:I'm actuallyverydisappointedthatyouallthink

I'm unreasonableorabusive
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Kanako:Wenawarebetsamr...Nnakeagotshaba.

Mostofthedecisionsimadewerebecauseofyou,

it'scomplicated...ididn'tmakesomemistakes

becauseI'm goodbutbecauseiwasafraidofyou.

Basi:Solefilagorekealetshwenya?

Theykeptquiet...

Basi:Am iabusive?

Theykeptquietashewaitedfortheirresponse...

Basi:Kanako?

Kanako:(sighedreluctantly)You'reviolent

Bame:Youtreatuslikeweareteenageboys

Basimaneshookhisheadandsighedastheguys

steppedoutofthecarandclosedthedoors.
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Basi:I'llfindyouinside..

Theywalkedinthenheleanedbackrubbinghisface

withbothhands,painblockedhisthroatashedialed

Summer...

Summer:Hello?

Basi:(lowvoice)Hey..

Summer:Ithoughtyou'dbeintheclubdancingand

havingfun,yousoundlow

Basi:Wewerejusttalkingwithmybrothersandthey

toldmeI'm abusiveibileitreatthem likekids.Batsile

leenewasjusttellingmeI'm nothisfather...

(tearfully)Waitsekanababeyouknewhalfofthe

thingsiwentthroughfortheseguys,itooksomuch

abuseandridiculegrowingup...Totaweallsuffered

tobeherenowthey'reactinglikerichspoiltpeople

whowerebornwithsilverspoons...Iam soafraidof

uslosingeverythingiwantthem toactright.Batsile
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isabouttodestroyhislife,andkeenemothoyoo

nkamangbecauseiwasproudofhim.He

succeededandtookuswithhim butitwillbesadto-

Hechokedandswallowed...

Summer:Butdon'tyouthinkit'sabouttimeyoulet

them maketheirownmistakes?Youcan'tprotect

them forever.Gaalelelalegodu...Ialsothinkyou're

toocontrollingbutithinkyoudoitoutoflove.Let

them makemistakesiftheyneedyouthat'swhen

you'llstepup.

Basi:Mmekanaiftheygethurtgagonkama,itwill

stillcometome...You'llsee...it'sgoingtohurtme..

Summer:Babeyouraisedthem,they'regrownmen,

marriedmen...You'redone,they'renotteens.It's

timetofocusonyourselfandenjoyyourlife...You

didn'tenjoyyouryouthbecauseyouwereparenting

andherdingcattle...Nowit'stimetohavefun...

Whereareyou?
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Basi:(sighed)Inthecaroutsidetheclub.

Summer:Hangupthephone,drinkwaterandget

insidethatclubthendanceandenjoy

yourself...(smiled)Havefunknowingthatyourwife

gaveyouthepermissiontopartyuntillatebecause

shetrustsyou.(theybothsmiled)Weareall

watchingaserieshererejadipopcorn,Amaneis

heretoo...Sopleasebunnyenjoyyourself....You'll

growgrayhairkebannababaitsenggorebadirang.

Gohavefun...Beabrothernotafather...Gohave

fun...(smiledandpointed)Butdon'tdancewith

mabelete.

Theycrackedlaughingashesteppedoutofthecar...

Basi:(laughed)OK...Bye

Summer:Bye

Hehungupsmilingthoughtfully,thenhelockedup

andsprintedtowardstheclub...
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Athotel....

BatsilesteppedoutofthecabandopenedBree's

doorwhiletalkingtothephone...

Batsile:Ok,callmewhenyouguysleavetheclub....

Didheswitchoffmyphone?....OK,Shap..

HehungupBree'sphoneandpaidthecabthenhe

heldherhandastheywalkedtowardsthehotel's

privatechalets....

Heunlockedthedoorandopenedforherthenshe

walkedin,hesteppedinandclosedthedoor...

*

*

*
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*

*
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Atthehotel....

LaterthatnightBatsilepickedtheirtakeaway

leftoversanddroppedthem inthebinthenhesaton

theedgeofthebedandscrolledthrough

Supersportschannels.Breesteppedoutofthe

bathroom withatowelwrappedaroundherand

anotheraroundherhead.Batsileturnedaround

lookingather...Shewaslikeascenefrom amovie...
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Herphonevibratedreportinglowbattery,hesmiled

putdowntheremotethenhestretchedhisarm

pullingherover,shestoodbetweenhislegsashe

heldherwaistwithbothhands...

Hecaressedherlegsgoingupherthighsand

droppedhertowelleavinghernaked,hisdic

twitchedashelookedatherlittlebreasts,hegently

rubbedhishandsonherskinandcuppedherthenhe

leanedoverandtonguedhernipple...

Breestoodstillbetweenhislegswhilehetongued

eachofherbreastsandkissedherbellybutton...Of

courseitwasalittlescarylettingabigguyholding

herlikethisespeciallywitharingonhisfinger...Oh

hehadsuchsexycleanhandstoo...

Batsilepushedherbackalittlethenhegotdown

from thebedandgotdownononeknee,hespread
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herlegsandleanedoverkissingherbeanlikeachild

drinkingmilkdirectlyfrom acow.Breeshiveredand

almostfellasthewarmthofhistongueparalysed

her,hestoodupandkissedher...Shewassoshort

hehadtoleanoverinordertokissherproperlythen

hepickedherupandlaidheronthebed.Helifted

hisheavybodyalittleandpulleddownhisboxer

briefsashisblackmeatsprungoutlongthickand

hard...Hishandslidunderthepillowandcameback

withaflavouredmegasizecondom thenhebitit

tryingtotearit,itwouldn'ttearthenhegrabbedit

withbothhandsandtoreit,hekissedherwhilehe

rolleditdownhispipeashisbicepsflexedbackand

forth...

LyingonherbackunderhiswholebodyBree'sheart

pounded,itwasbiggerthanshethoughtbutshe

didn'tcare...Hecouldtearherpartorevengether

pregnant,itdidn'tmatter,whatwasthepointof

livingwithouthermother,shehadnofamilynor

friends.Hercousinwouldprobablystayabroadand

marryawhitemanthenhaveafamily...Shehadno
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oneandthepainofseeingthosepeopleinher

mother'shousecouldneverbeworsethanthis...At

leastthelookinhiseyessaidhelovedher,the

hungerinhiseyesmadeherfeelsoimportantand

beautiful,thetouchofhishandsgotherwetandthe

tasteofhislipswaswonderful...Whowouldletgo,

whowouldstopsuchamanfrom pleasinghimself...

Lyingunderneathhim wasbetterthanbeingalonein

herbed...Heranhismushroom headoverherpussy

cheeksandlipsthensheliftedherheadlooking,he

kissedherand#Removed....

Attheclub...

Lateraftermidnighttheguysapproachedthecar

holdingbeersasBamewalkedinfrontofthem,he

trippedonacanandalmostfellasheraisedhis

bottlehighsohewouldn'tspillhispreciousalcohol...

Bame:Let'sgo,thestadium isprobablyfull...Ican't

believethereareonlyfewpeopleinthisclub.Gatwe
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CharmaGirlleDjLatimmyarethereright?....Nnake

batagobonaCharmagirl..Heikanathatgirlgaa

tsayastagegonnamaswe!

Basi:You'renotgoingtothestadium drunklikethis,

thesecurityisgoingtothrowusoutbecausewago

batagopalamaditerataledipikaraoyastaging.

Bame:KarekebataCharmagirl!

Kanako:Onolemr,wearetakingyouhomethenwe

aregoingrele2hela.

Bame:Gakesale!

TheguysgotinthecarthenBamegotintheback

seatandtookouthisphone,hedialedBree's

number..

Bame:I'm tellingthisfoolwearegoingtothe

stadium..Atsogekobonyatsingretsamae.

Kanako:You'renotgoingtothestadium,you're

drunk.
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Bame:Katsamaya!Isityourstadium?

Heputthecallonloudspeakerashetookasip...

NetworkproviderVO:TheMascom numberyou've

dialedisnotavailableatthemome-

Basi:(sighed)You'renotgoing!

Bame:I'm going!

Kanako:Oshwelejaana?

Bame:(slurred)I...I'm notdrunk...Everytimewego

outyoudiscriminateme.

Basi:Becauseyoualwaysendupdrinkingtoomuch

thenihavetocutmynightshorttocarryyouhome.

I'm notbabysittingyou

Bame:Well,I'm goingtoseeCharmagirl...Kemo

mejemonggakebatetoomuchthinking...Thaba

koloiretsamaemr,CharmaGirlopalamastageka

1am...(lookedatthetime)pleaseareyeng
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Kanako:Wearetakingyouhome,ifyouwantedto

seeyourCharmaGirlnkabeosanwathata.

Basisighedannoyedandstartedthecarthenhe

droveoff.

AtBame'sHouse...

Minuteslaterhepulledinfrontofthehouseand

steppedout,BameremainedinthecarasKanako

alsosteppedout.

InsidethehouseSophiamovedthecurtainsand

lookedoutsidethenshewentbacktobed...

Meanwhilethebrothersstoodoutsidethecar

holdingtheirhipswaitingforBametogetoutbut

leanedbackandrelaxed...
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Kanako:Mr..

Bame:Wanyelawena

Basi:Bamegetout,wewanttogotothestadium

(lookedatthetime)theseriousartistsareaboutto

enterthestageplustoVIPticketsdihedilereyago

binarelekobathongresechiwadipatakemanyora

becauseofyou...HadyouboughttheVIPticketsin

timewewouldn'tbehavingthisconversation.

Bame:(bangingtheseathead)Kare gake

sale!

Basiopenedthedoorandgrabbedhisarm pulling

him,Bameblockedwithbothofhisfeetoneachside

andstuckinside.

Basi:(panting)Hetaotswe!

Bame:(bitinghislowerlipblocking)Karekeya

stadium,kestadium sagago?Oorganiseryashow

yaboCharmagirl?Karekatsamaya!
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Kanakoopenedthedoorontheothersideandgotin

thenhetickledhisarmpitsandpushedhim outside,

Bameturnedaroundandtriedtoslaphim.He

blockedandpushedhim outasBasipulledhim out.

Hefellonthegroundthenthebrothersranintothe

carandlockedthemselvesinsideasBameknocked

onthewindow...

Bame:(panting)Bula!

Thecarstartedthenherantothebonnetand

jumpedoverlayingonthewindscreenasBasislowly

drovetowardsthegateandstoppedunabletosee...

Basi:(angrily)Kantemthakayoodiraeng?(pointed

athim)OtogaonyelaBame!!

Bame:Nnyedisa,butI'm goingtothestadium.Gase

stadium salona!KeyagobonaCharmagirl,le

ikganelelaalbum yacharmagirl.Gasestadium sa
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lona..

Kanako:(sighed)Idon'twanttomissATIyouknow

that'smyboy,let'sjustgowithhim.Hewillprobably

fallasleepontheway,ishouldhavebroughthim

sleepingpillsremokgaolegaharasabatho.

Basi:Golomogagogolemowaitse,angoilwake

birimmearatamaitiso.

Theyrolleddownthewindows..

Basi:Comegetinlet'sgo

Bame:Soyoucanspeedoff?I'm notleavingthis

windscreen,kengaparelagonehauntilwearriveat

thestadium

Basi:Boozebuzzekosekelengkana

Bame:I'm notgettingoffunlessyougoout..
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Thebrotherssteppedoutofthecarandstoodthere

watchinghim ashequicklyranintothecarand

closethedoor,theyshooktheirheadsandgotin

beforedrivingoff....

AtBree'smother's...

ThenextmorningBree'sunclewalkedinthehouse

wherethewholefamilywasstandinginconfusion..

Aunt:Sheisnotinherroom,whatifshecommitted

suicide?

Uncle:What'sgoingon?

Aunt:Breeisnothomeandherphoneisnot

available...Shewascryingtoomuchlastnight,she

probablycommittedsuicide.

Uncle:Haveyoutalkedtohersister?

Aunt:Sheisnotansweringaswell,sheisflyingback

fortheburial.
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Uncle2:Let'scallthepolicesowecanbegin

searchingforher...

Oneoftheauntiespickedthephoneandcalled...

AtBasimane'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningSummerwalkedoutofthe

housewithatowelandsunblock,shetookoffher

shoesandlaidnexttothepoolapplyingthe

sunblockwhilethechildrenplayedatthecornerof

thescreenwallonthetrampoline...

MinuteslaterBasimanesteppedoutofthehouse

rubbinghiseyesandyawnedbarefootedinhis

shorts...

Summerturnedandsmiledlookingathim...

Summer:(laughed)Oletseokgorothagore,biriya
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goilamogatsaka..

Basilaughedembarrassedandsatonthestoop

yawningwithaheadache..

Summer:(smiledandstretchedherhand)Ta

kwano....Doyouhaveahangover?

Basi:(sitting)Ng

Summer:ComesithereI'llmakeyouabreakfastand

bringyouplentyofwater,they'regoodfora

hangover...Cometomama...

Heslowlystoodupandwalkedtowardsherthenhe

leanedoverandkissedherbeforesittingnextto

her...

Summer:(laughed)Youhavebadbreath...Letaswa

moBasibonajaakaolepeletse!

Basi:(laughed)Leavemealone,(crankyvoice)Hei
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let'sgolemonate...Erilekabo3am haleVeetsena

monna...Comingsoonkehalanderkamaragofrom

aJCB,let'sgolemaswe!ATIlegrandentranceele...

AhfuckMaunnealemonatebosigo.Bautsule

phoneyagaBameanole

Summer:(laughed)Bameiscartoonhelawaitse!

Basi:It'saniPhone,hesoberedin5seconds

searchingandsearchingkareyahgood,wetoldhim

togohomekeangaparelamowindscreenjaaka

khukwane..

Summercrackedlaughingandstoodupslidingher

tinyfeetintoherflip-flopsthenshegotinthehouse

andbroughthim aglassofwaterandtoothbrush

withtoothpaste...

Summer:I'llbringyoubreakfast..

Basi:Thanks...

Basiwalkedtowardsthescreenwallandbrushedhis
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teeth,hecoveredthedirtwithsoilandlaiddownon

thepoolloungechairputtingthetoweloverhisface

toblockthesoftsunrising...

Summerhurriedoutwithhisphoneringingthenhe

gotitandansweredwithhisfaceunderthetowel...

Basi:(crankyvoice)Hello?

Hisfather:Basi

Basi:Rra?

Him:IknowipromisedyouI'dcomehelpyouclean

thefishpondsthisweekendbutmyyoungercousin

islate.Batsadibaronanneelebanabamothore

godilemmogoasifwearebrotherandsister.

Basi:Whichone?NnakanaI'm notfamiliarwithyour

family.

Him:Theonewhousedtovisitusatthefarm and

bringusfood.

Basi:TheonewhohadalittlebabywaleChinanyana?
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IremembernakoyatengnneaamusaleChina.

Nnananyanawatengaratagolelagore,keene?

Him:Ehe,thatone.MmagweBritney.Atleastyou

rememberher

Basi:MmagweBritney...Irememberher.BoKanako

leboBatsilecalledherbabylechinchongbarata

gomotsholetsa.OnetimeshethrewuponBatsile's

face...

Him:Yeah,ShetransferredtoGaboroneshortlyafter

thatbutsherecentlymovedbacktoMaun,ihaveto

beherebecausethedaughterisjustalone.She

doesn'tknowourrelativesthatwell,youknowhow

kidsinthesuburbsareraised.Nowsheisnothome

andherphoneisoff...Reemeemehelabutgakea

tshogabecausekebuileleenemaabane.Sheasked

metomoveinwithherbecauseitseemsthe

relativeswanttotakeadvantage.Sheisjust

comfortablewithmebecauseiusedtovisitand

babysithersomysistercangivememoney.

Motogolowameistheonewhoboughtmeaguitar

yearsbackfrom hersavings.Letegommonamaybe

yourwivescangettoknowherifsheeverneeds
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help.I'm justaman,ican'thelpherwithanything.

Basi:Ok,ronaretaatamerapeloduringthecourseof

theweekorattendthefuneral.

Him:It'sokmyboy,tellyourbrothers.Imanagedto

talktoKanako.BatsileandBame'sarephoneoff.

Basi:Alright,thanks.

Hehungupandsighedyawning....

Atthehotel....

MeanwhileBreesteppedoutoftheshowerand

wrappedherselfwithatowel,sheopenedherpurse

andtookoutatoothbrushandpastethensheleaned

overandbrushedherteethasherpussyached,she

frownedandlookedatherselfthenBatsilestepped

in,theireyesmetonthemirror...Hesmiledcuteand

huggedherfrom behindastheybothsmiledlooking

atthemirror...Heheldherdearlyandkissedher

cheek...
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Bree:I'm tooscaredtogoback,whatwillIsaywhen

theyaskwhereiwas?

Batsile:Justtellthem youwenttoafriend'shouse

andwatchedmoviesallnight.Theywillbelieveyou

akeregabaitsegorentseotshelajangwithyour

mom.

Hewasn'tsurewhathe'dsaytohiswife,henever

thoughthe'deversleepoutbutthisgirlwasworth

theriskandhedidn'tevenwanttoletworrydisturb

thismoment.He'dcrossthatbridgewhenhegets

there..

Bree:Ok...(smiled)Takeandbrushyourteethkanao

tshabagum disease

Batsile:(laughed)Waiithatcondom messedup

already

Theylaughedashebrushedhisteethandsighed
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thenshesteppedtothefrontagainandbegun

brushingherlonghair.Batsileheldherwaist

standingbehindherasshetiedherhairintoapony...

Itwasjustfascinatinghowherhaircouldeasilybe

brusheddownintoaflatpony.Everythingabouther

wasbreathtaking...

Batsile:Idon'twantthisdaytoend...

Bree:Meneither

Hebroughthercloserandkissedherdearlythenshe

turnedaroundandputherarmsaroundhisarms,he

pickedherupandwalkedtothebedwhereheput

herdownandkissedhergettingbetweenherlegs,

hegentlypeeledthetowelandgentlyrubbedher

kukuthenhestrokedhimself,heshiftedupaiming

forherswollenwetfoldsand#Removed...

*

*

Removed
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1stpart

Lyingunderneathhim wasbetterthanbeingalonein

herbed...Heranhismushroom headoverherpussy

cheeksandlipsthensheliftedherheadlooking,he

kissedherandslowlystretchedherlittlepussygoing

deeper,sheclosedherlegsandtensedthenhe

grabbedhisdickandpulledout.Herfleshclosedup

asshesighedthenhewentbackinthistimewitha

bitofpressure..Sheflinchedtossingherbutttothe

side,Batsileslidhishandunderneathherbuttand

heldherinplacethenheloweredhimselfintoher

tightpussy....

Batsile:Ohshit!
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Afullyearwithoutsexandnowhewasinsidea

warm tightone,hegentlybegunthrustingherashe

gruntedenjoyingeverybitofherfleshmassaginghis

dick.Nowhisprayerwastolastatleast3minutes....

Ifitwaspossible,fuck!

BreefrownedinpainasBatsilepushedhisdicka

littlefurther,shecouldfeelhiswholedickfillingher

upsomuchshehadnospaceleftthenhegently

thrustherandkissedheratthesametime...

Herbodyslowlyrelaxedandadjustedtohissizeas

shegotevenwet,heleanedbackandhungherlegs

overeachofhisshouldersthenheloweredhimself

betweenthefoldsofherpussy,heknewitmight

havebeentooearlyforthisbuthejustgotta...

Bree:(moan)Awwww...

Hervulnerablemoansenthim overtheedgeashe
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increasedhispacethentherewasasuddenly

changeinsensation,thepleasureincreasedashe

thrustthenheslowlyslidoutandchecked,the

condom hadripped,thetopofhisdickwasexposed

andthecondom hadnowpushedbacktotothering

aroundhisdick.Breeliftedherheadandlookedat

thebrokencondom whilepanting,Batsilepulledout

theremainingcondom andsunkhisdickbackinside

herastheybothclosedtheireyes...

Batsile:Uh...

Hethrustherabout3to4timesbeforefeelinghis

ballstightened,hepoundedherharderasshe

moaned..herpussybeguntwitchingashelost

controlpoundingherthenhepulledoutstroked

himselfoverher...

Batsile:(grunted)Ohfuckkkkkk
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Hestrokedhimselfandthrewthefirstshotoverher

stomachthenheleanedoveroffloadingthiswhite

thicksemenoverher...Heshookoffthelastdrop

andslidbackinsideher,hegrabbedthetoweland

laiditoverherstomachthenheleanedoverkissing

herandbegunthrusting...

*

*

*

*

**

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAmaneturnedaroundhalfasleep

andlandedherhandonBatsile'ssideofthebedbut

itwascoldlikehedidn'tcomehome.Sheopened

hereyesandturnedaround...

Shelaiddownforafewminutes,ithonestlyfelt

goodtobefreefrom medicalassistance...She

slowlygotoffthebedandwalkeddownstairstying

hergown...

Thenannysmiledlookingatherandpausedholding

thepan...

Nanny:It'sgoodtoseeyouwalkingaroundthe
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house.

Amane:(smiled)Thanks,isrragweChasehome?

Nanny:Ihaven'tseenhim sinceiarrived.

Amane:Oh,OK..

Sheturnedaroundanddialedhim buthisphonerang

unansweredthenshedialedBame,hiswas

unavailable.Thiswasawkward...ShedialedBasi...

Basi:Hello?

Amane:Hi,Batsileokae?

Basi:(rubbedhisheadforaminute)...

Amane:Raa?

Basi:Idon'tknow

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?Weren'tyouguys

togetherlastnight?

Basi:Yeah.

Amane:Yeahwhat?Youlefthim there?I'm confused
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Basi:Heleft,him andiarguedaboutsomethingthen

heleftus.Ithoughthecamehome.Heprobably

wenttohislodgeandsleptthere.(hesighed

stammering,thisisthekindofshithedidn'twantto

becaughtin)Gakesuregoreokae.

Amane:Itwouldn'tmakesense,hedoesn'teven

haveacartogothereandthatplaceisfarfrom

Maun.Nobusesatthattime...Didheleaveonfoot?

Basi:Eemmaheleftwithataxi

Amane:Don'tyouthinkmaybesomethinghappened

tohim?Heisnotpicking.

Basi:HisphoneiswithBame,heforgotitinBame's

car.

Amane:Ayakae?

Basi:Totaidon'tknow,likeisaidwearguedakere

waitsegoregaleomaneyoucan'ttalkandtelleach

otherwhereyouwent.Hejustleftangrily....Ithink

youshouldjustwaittohearfrom him...Ican'tthink

ofanyplacehe'dgoifhedidn'tcomehome.Bame's

phonewasstolenlastnight,thetechnicianshould

beabletotrackitwithin24hourssoyoucancall
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him onSophia'sphonebecausethat'swhereheis.

MaybeBameknows

Amane:Ok,thanks...Basi?

Basi:Maa?

Amane:Ifyourbrotherwascheatingwouldyoutell

me?

Basi:NobutI'dneverencouragehim tocheat.

Amane:Thanksforyourhonesty.

Basi:Thanksforunderstanding.

ShehungupandcalledSophia...

Sophia:Hello?

Amane:Hi,CanitalktoBame?

Sophia:Heissleepingonalekahangover.

Amane:(laughed)OK,didBatsilesleepoverthere?

Sophia:No
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Amane:Ok,thanks

Sophia:DidyouknowthatBameischeatingonme

withDiva?

Amane:Iwaswonderingwhyhebroughtherinstead

ofyoubutthenbecausehesaidheisbringingJunior

ikindofunderstood.

Sophia:Heisdivorcingme.

Amane:What?

Sophia:Yeah,butit'sOK.

Amane:I'm justshocked,didhesaywhy?

Sophia:HeprobablywantstofixthingswithDivabut

I'm goingtosueher.Iwon'twalkoutofthismarriage

withnothingespeciallybecausewearemarriedout

ofcommunity.

Amane:Istheschoolandtheotherhouseinyour

nameorhis?

Sophia:They'reinmyname

Amane:Atleasthewasspoilingyouandbuyingyou

bigthings,theschool,thehouseyou'rerentingoutto
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tenantsplusthebigcar.

Sophia:Hedidn'tspoil,thatwasmy-imeanyeshe

spoiledmebuthecouldhavedonebetterthan

divorcemenow.AnywaysI'm justsharingwithyou

Amane:I'm sosorry.

Sophia:It'sOK..Bye

Amane:bye

Shehungupandsighedthoughtfully,wherecouldhe

be...Shedialedthelodge...

Voice:ThanksforcallingRiversideLodge,mayihelp

you?

Amane:HiUna,it'sMrsMotsumi,canyouconnect

metohisoffice?

Voice:Heisnotin,ishesupposedtobein?Hetook

aweekoff.

Voice:Ohok,ithoughthedroppedbytheoffice.
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Voice:Ok,hedidn'tbutifhepassesbyiwilllethim

knowyoucalled.Maybeheisonhisway.

Amane:Alrightbye

Shehungupandsighed,todaywassupposedtobe

agooddaybutthenitseemedBatsilewasaboutto

ruinit.Hesureknewhowtospoilsomeone'sday,

butshewasn'tabouttoletitgettoher...Shewalked

inthebathroom andtookabath...

Atthehotel...

LaterthatBatsilestoodbythereceptiontalkingto

receptionistwhileBreesatonthecouchreadinga

pamphlet...

Thereceptionisthandedhim herphonethenhe

dialedBamebuthewasn'tavailable,hedialed

Kanakoandsighed...
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June:Hello?

Batsile:Hey

June:Monnaosalearobalaka5am whenhearrived.

Hewon'tgetup

Kanako:Ok,bye

HedialedSophia...

Sophia:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,CanitalktoBame?

Sophia:Heissleeping

Batsile:Ismyphonethere?

Sophia:Idon'tknowmaybeit'sinthecar,yourwife

called.

Batsile:Whatdidshesay?

Sophia:Shewantedtotalktoyourbrotherbuthe

wasasleep.
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Batsile:Ok,thanks.

Hehungupandhandedthephonebacktogether

withthenote..

Batsile:Thanks

Her:You'rewelcome.

HeturnedaroundasBreestoodupfollowedhim,he

heldherhandunconsciousandletgoasthey

steppedoutofthehotel.

Theycrossedtheroadthenhestoppedthetaxifor

her,itstoppedthenheopenedthedoorforher.She

gotinthenheclosedthedoor..

Batsile:Callmewhenyougethome.

Bree:Ok,bye
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Thetaxidroveoffthenhecrossedtheroadand

caughttaxitoBame'shouseforthephone.

AtBree'smother's...

Laterthatmorningthetaxistoppedatthegate,Bree

steppedoutandclosedthedoorthenshepaidand

walkedinwhilefamilyandfriendswalkedaround.

ThankGodtherewasalotofmovementaroundshe

didn'tgrabattention...Ordidshe?Everyoneturned

lookingatthecoloredgirlwalkinginthenthey

leanedtowardsoneanotherwhispering...

Shewalkedinthehouseandgreetedhersister's

oldestsisterandtheotherladieslyingonthe

mattressinthesittingroom.

Aunt:Wheredidyougo?Youalmostgaveusaheart

attack
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Bree:Icouldn'tsleeptheniwenttomyfriend's

house,wewatchedmoviesuntilwefellasleep.

Aunt2:Ok,yourfoodisinthekitchen

Bree:Eemma...WhereisuncleUncleSimon?

Aunt3:Heisoutchoppingthewood

Bree:Ok..

Shepassedtothebedroom andsatdowntypinga

messageforBae.

Bree:Hey,justgothome.Notroubleoranything.

Onlytherealityiwastryingtoescape.Ihopeyou

didn'tgetintroublewithwifey,takecare.Kisses.

Shedroppedherfloralpouchedsmartphoneand

sighed.Therewasaknockonthedoor,she

respondedthenherunclewalkedin.Shesmiledand

stoodupshakinghishandashesmiled...
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Simon:Howareyoudoing?

Bree:IguessI'llbefine

Simon:Youcan'tjustleavewithoutsayinganything

toanyone,thesepeopleareheretosupportyouand

usasafamily.

Bree:(lookeddown)I'm sorry.

Simon:Iwantyoutomeetmysons,they'remarried

tosweetwomenthatyoumightneed.

Bree:Ohkanankilewareyouhavechildren...You

saidyou'reafraidtocontactthem thelasttimeawe

talked.Haveyoutalkedtothem?

Simon:Yeah,wemetandtalked...Wearestill

rekindlingourrelationship...

Bree:Ok.

Simon:Takecare,

Bree:Eerra

Hewalkedoutthenshesignedandlaiddown

exhausted....
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InAmanda'sMaunoffice...

LateronAmandawalkedinherofficeandsatdown

talkingtothephone...

Amanda:Didyouwriteitdown?...Oh,ok...(switched

thecomputeron)Whichfolder?Ohyouprintedit,

thanksalot.

Shehungupandstoodthenshegrabbedthe

affidavitfrom theprinterandwalkedoutdialing

Tinashe...

Tinashe:Hello?

Amanda:Let'smeetatthepolicesoyoucansignthe

affidavit.

Tinashe:Ican'tdoittoday.Ihadstrabismussurgery

thismorningsoineedtorest.
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Amanda:Strabismuskeeng?

Tinashe:It'saneyesurgery,nothingmajorbutineed

torestforafewdays.

Amanda:Ihopeyou'renotlyingtome.

Tinashe:I'venoreasontolie,givemeafewdaysto

rest.

Amanda:Fine.

Shecutthecallandsighedgettinginhercarthen

shedroveoff.

AtBatsile'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningBatsilewalkedinthehouse,

Lelentleranoverthenhepickedherupandkissed

hercheekbeforeputtinghishandoverLosika's

head...
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Batsile:Heyguys...

Losika:Hello...

Chase:(layingonthecouch)Wheredidyousleep?

Batsile:Atthelodge,hadtoworkallnight.

Chase:Ok,imissthatplace

Diamond:Metoo

Batsile:Wewillgothisafternoon..

Both:Yes!

HeputLelentledownandsighedthenheran

upstairsstillweavingawebofliesthoughhe

couldn'tfindanythingconvincing.Heslowlypushed

thebedroom doorandwalkedinwhileAmanesatin

frontofthedressingtablefixingherhair...

Hewalkedoverandkissedhercheekbeforesitting

onthesideofthebedlookingatheronthemirror...
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Amane:Oletsekae?

Batsile:Basiandihadanargumentandididn'tfeel

likebeingwithanyonesoiwenttothelodge.

Amane:Icalledthereandyouweren'tthere.

Batsile:Whodidyoucall?Iwasthere.

Amane:Pleasedon'tmakemethinkI'm crazy

Batsile:Theproblem withyouisthatyoudon'ttrust

me.

Hetookoffhisshoesandpulledoverflip-flops

slidinghisfeetinside...

Amane:Tswelelahelaautwa?

Batsile:Kaeng?

Amane:Tswelelahela...thetruthalwayscomesout.

Batsile:I'm notdoinganything,youneedtotrustme.

Amane:Cominghomeat10am?Classic...
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Hestoodupandwalkedovertoherholdingher

hand...

Batsile:Babe?

Amane:AeBatsileskantshwara

Batsile:Ididn'tdoanything...Idon'tknowwhythey

toldyouiwasn'tthere...It'sprobablysomeonewho

wastakingthemorningshiftandshedidn'tknowi

gottherethenightbefore.(grabbedherhandwhile

sheheldthefoundationbrush)Babe?

Amane:Canyoupleaseletgoofsoicandomy

makeup..

Batsile:I'm notlettingyougocauseyou'renothappy

withmeyetididn'tdoanything..

Hisphonerang,hereachedinhispocketandlooked

atBree'scallashisheartpounded...Hecalmly

rejecteditandtexted.
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Batsile:Withfamily.

Hedeletedeverythingandputbackthephonethen

hetouchedherchin.

Batsile:ItwasBame,I'lltalktohim later...youlook

beautiful...

Amane:Gakebate

Batsile:I'm justplayingwithyou

Amane:Idon'twanttoplaywithyou.

Batsile:Why?Becausethegirlfrom amorningshift

didn'tknowI'm in?Canweadmitthatyou'llnever

trustmeandmaybedatingyouwhilewithAmanda

hastodowithit?Everythingidoissuspiciousin

youreyes.Whywouldicheatandcomeatthistime?

Ka10am?Lebababodipakaikgogakabo5am ko

bonyatsing.10am isjustcrazyandunrealistic,who

wouldcheatandcomehomeat10am?
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Amane:Youwerenotansweringmyphonecalls

Batsile:Becauseileftmyphone,wegotdrunk,Basi

andistartedgettingintoit...ididn'twant

confrontationsoiwenttothelodge...

Sheturnedlookinginhiseyes,heconfidentlylooked

backinhiseyesandkissedher...

Batsile:Standup...

Hepulledherupandhuggedher,shetookadeep

breathlyinginhisarmsandsighedrelaxingthenhe

leanedbackandtouchedhercheekbeforekissing

her..

Batsile:Iloveyou...Ipromiseididn'tcheat...I'm

tellingyouthetruth...

Heleanedoverandkissedherbeforehuggingher...
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Batsile:Iloveyou

Amane:(smiled)Iloveyoutoo...(laughed)fine,I'll

choosetobelieveyoubutIdon'ttrustyou

Batsile:(laughed)Pleasetrustme...(smiled)You

lookbeautifulbytheway.

Amane:Thankyou...

Hekissedandhuggedherasguiltstruckhim,itwas

theinnocentsmileonherfaceandtheamountof

trusteachtimehereasonedwithher...

Batsile:I'm sorryforworryingyou

Amane:It'sok,ionlygotworriedinthemorning.I

sleptpeacefullylastnightwithoutthecatheter.

Batsile:Ok,it'smyfaultthough...Icouldhavecalled

youfrom theofficebutididn'tthinkyou'dbeup.I

didn'twanttowakeyou.

Amane:It'sOK,don'tworryabout...
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Hekissedherandwalkedout...

AWEEKLATER....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBasi'sHouse....

EarlyinthemorningBasifixedhistiestandingnext

tothewardrobemirrorwhileSummerfixedherblack

headwrapandturnedaroundsmiling..

Summer:And?

Basi:Youlooklikeababythatisplayingwithher

mother'stuku..

Summerdroppedhershouldersandlookedathim

withastraightface,Basilaughedandpickedherup

forakiss...

Basi:(babyaccent)Papaatenanana?
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Summer:(laughedandsmackedhisshoulder)Gake

bate!IfIwassuchababyyouwouldn'tbefucking

mesomuch...Justputmedown.

Basi:(laughed)Sorryeebutthekukuistooogood...e

addictive...

Theylaughedandwalkedout,hepeakedinthe

children'sroom andtheywerestillasleep...

Summerpassedbythekitchenandtookouttheir

breakfast,shelayitoutonthediningtablethenBasi

lockedthekitchenandfollowedherout...

Basi:Arewelockingthemaindoor?

Summer:No,wewilllockthegate.

Basi:Alright.

Summer:Sodidyouknowthesisterwhoislate?

Basi:Yeah,sheusedtobringusfood...Shewasvery

sweet....ShehadaChinesebaby...Yohthatbaby
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wassoyellow.Kanakousedtosuckherfingers

becausetheyweresoft...

Summer:(laughed)UhKanakoohapaanye..

Okaengwanawateng?

Basi:(laughed)Idon'tknow....

Theygotinthecaranddroveoutasthegateclosed

andlocked....

AtBatsile'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningBatsilewalkedinthekitchen

whilethehelpermadehim acupoftea...

Batsile:Goodmorning

Her:Morning...I'm yettobutterthebread

Batsile:It'sfine,justwantedacupoftea...Ohbythe

wayiwillsendyourtopuppaymentinafewminutes
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beforewearriveatburial.

Her:Topup?

Batsile:Forwhenmybrotherschildrenspent4days

here.

Her:(laughed)Ohthat,uhididn'tcountitastopup...

Batsile:Youstillcookedmorethanyouusuallydo

andyoubathedthem andstuff.

Her:Thankyou

Batsile:Sure

Hegotthecupandwalkedout,shesmiledonher

ownasshewashedthedishes...ThatwastheMr

Motsumisheknew,theconsiderateboss...Notthe

grumpymanshe'dbeendealingwiththepastcouple

ofmonths...Shecouldn'twaittogethomeandtell

herboyfriendhowherbossesmusthavestarted

havingsex.Itcanonlybesex....

MeanwhileBatsilewalkedinthegaragewhere
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Amanewassittinginthepassengerseatlookingat

herselfonthemirror,heknockedonthewindowand

sippedhistea...

Batsile:Babetolelakahaokgweetsethemma

Amane:(smiled)BabenoI'm stillrecovering...

Batsile:You'refine,scooch

Amane:I'm tense,it'sbeenawhilesinceI'vedrivena

car

Batsile:(laughed)Lovethemma,thereisafirsttime

foreverything...Thisismetryingtogetbackon

track...Ifyoucan'tdosimplethingslikedrivinghow

willyouhandledick?

Shelookedinhiseyesandknewhewasright,she

reluctantlyshiftedtothedriver'sseatthenhegotin

andclosedthedoor.Shetookadeepbreathand

pressedstartwhilehestaredathersmiling...she

wasgainingweightandherskinwasglowing,she

hadn'tcomplainedofanypainthewholeweekand
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hersoreshaddriedup.

Amane:(laughed)What?Whyareyousmiling?

Batsile:(smiledlookingather)Youlookbeautiful...

You'remakingafullrecoveryandican'twaittohave

youback...

Amane:Thanks...

Shelookedatthemirrorsandreversedashesipped

coffee....

Batsile:Weneedtotalkaboutsex...

Sheturnedherheadlookingathim withherhands

onthesteeringwheel...

Batsile:Keepyoureyesontheroad..You'recrossing

thewhitelines
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Sheturnedbacktotheroadandkeptherlane,she

knewthisconversationwouldcomeupaslongas

wewasrecovering...Shewaitedsolongtofinallybe

intimatewithhim butwithhim beingunableto

explainhisdisappearancesandchanginghisphone

password...shewasn'tsureanymore...Howdoyou

evenaskyourhusbandtogettestedbeforehaving

sexwithhim whenyouhaven'tcaughthim cheating

orevensawanythingtosuggesthecheated...

Amane:Whataboutsex?

Batsile:Whendoyouthinkyou'llbeready?Imiss

you.

Amane:I'm stillrecoveringfrom catheter

Batsile:Igoogledit,you'refine...Wecanevengosee

sdoctor...IfyouthinkI'llberoughyoudon'tneedto

worryaboutthat..

Amane:Ok...

Batsile:WhatdoesOKmean?Gakebategodiradi
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assumptions

Amane:Idon'tfeelready..

Batsile:I'vebeenwaitingforyouforaoverayear

Amane:Iknow...Justgivemealittletime

Batsile:Gakebategorapelasexekaregakesnyala,

dinyatsiketsonetsedirapedisangsex...

Amane:Youneedtostopfeelingsoentitled

Batsile:Youneedtostopcontrollingoursexlife

Amane:BathongBatsileI'veonlyremovedthe

catheterlastweek!Lastweek!

Herolleddownthewindowandspilledtheteaout

thenheclosedthewindowandputthecupinthe

backbeforetakingouthisphone.

Amane:Babe?(hekeptquiet)Kebualewenatherra

Batsile:Whatisit?

Amane:CanitellyoutherealreasonwhyI'm afraid
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tohavesexwithyou?(helookedathercuriously)I...

(sighedasthestoppedatthetrafficlights)Iwantus

togettested..

Helookedawayandsmiledindisbelief...

Batsile:Youthinkicheated?

Amane:No,it'sbeenawhilesincewehadsex.It's

onlyrightthatwetest.

Batsile:Fine,wewillgettested.That'syouhadto

sayinsteadofstarvingme.

Amane:Okthanksforunderstanding...

Batsile:Canwegotesttodayaftertheburial?

(lookedather)I'm seriouswhenisayimissyou.

Amane:(smiled)OK,agreed

Heturnedlookingatherthenheplacedhishand

overherthigh,hepushedherskirtupandrubbedher

pantiesgentlyalongtheclit,shesmiledandgrabbed
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hishiswristwithonehandwhiledriving...

Amane:(laughed)Stop...You'regoingtomakeme

wetbutIdon'thavemypantylineron.

Heleanedbacksmilingandtouchedherchin....

AtTinashe'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningTinashe'ssonsteppedoutof

thehouseandnoticedGem'scarnexttohisfather's..

Hesmiledandwalkedbacktotheirroom wherehis

littlebrotherwassleeping...

Hecrawledonhisbedandshookhim thenheleaned

over...

Him:Thatbeautifulladyfrom thepharmacyslept
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here...Itoldyouthey'renotjustfriends.

Littlebrother:(laughed)Really?

Theywalkedtothewindowandlookedoutsidethen

theylaughed...

Meanwhileinthebedroom Tinashelaidasleepwith

Gem lyingonherheadonhischest.Hisphonewoke

him upashereachedforitandpicked...

Tinashe:Hello?

Amanda:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retryingtodohere

butiwilldealwithyouonewayoranother.Ihave

beeninMaunforaweekwaitingtomeetyoubutyou

keeplyingtome.Idon'teventhinkleyone

surgerynyanaeoobuannetebecauseitrequires

money,themoneyyoucan'tafford.Gaekakeyareo

rekisitsedisperm 5Kabeoreokaduelaprivate,i

knowyou'redelayingthissoyoucanmilkmoney

from me.I'm givingyoubeforetheendoftodayto
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signthis

Gem raisedherheadandlookedathim ashe

listenedtoherwithalongface...

Tinashe:Iwillcomesignthem,I'vejustbeenhome

throughouttheweekbutI'verecoveredenoughtogo

out.MyeyewastoosensitivetothelightbutI'm not

bad,ketorwalashade.

Amanda:Gatwe"ketorwalashade."

ItwasthelaststatementforGem,shegotthephone

andsatup...

Gem:Omakgakgawaitsemoopakewena,kantedid

Nashknowwhereyourexboyfriendwastakinghis

sperms?Waitseokatenamotho...Heelammareta

signerthosepaperstoday.

Amanda:Omangwena?Onalescrotum?
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Gem:Nokenalewomb,you'rethemostungrateful

persononearthandyoulookdownonotherpeople.

You'reabully,growingupI'velearntthatpeoplewho

bullyothersareactuallynothappywiththeirlives,

they'reactuallythesaddestpeopleandtheyget

happinessfrom degradingotherpeople.Tinashe

wasreluctanttodothisbutitoldhim thatin

Botswanafathersstaybackandwatchwomenraise

thosekids.Gangwanaanna18waitisa,itoldhim

thathisdaughterswillwalkthroughthatgate...he

willhaveevidenceyagorewhyaneaseo.Stupid

lawyer!

Shehungupandputdownthephoneangrily.

Gem:Todayiheardhermyselfandican'tbelieveI

didn'tthinkshewasthatbadwhenyousaidshe

looksdownonyou.

Tinashe:Sheisprobablyfrustratedfrom raising2

kidsalone,let'snotjudgeher.

Gem:Nosheisnotsupposedtotalktoyoulikethat.
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Butsheheardmeandnexttimeshewillbehave.I'm

soangry,ican'tbelieveisnatchyourphoneand

interruptedyourcall.I'm sorry..Icouldn'tholdmyself

anylonger.

Tinashe:(pulledhercloser)It'sOK....Butidon'twant

tobeangrywithher,lifeisnoteasyonhersoillgive

herapass..

Hekissedherforeheadandsighed....

NearBree'smother's...

MeanwhileBatsile'sdialedBamewhileAmanegot

offthemainroadandjoinedthepavement...

Bame:Hello?

Batsile:Eyman,gatwehowdoigotoauntie'sHouse?

Bame:I'm behindyou,Idon'tknoweither,callpapa.

I'm notsureifBasialreadyarrived.
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Batsile:Ok

Hehungupandcalledhisfather...

Him:Hello?

Batsile:Papaweegatweretswajangafterpavement?

Him:Justgostraightyou'llseelotsofcars.

Batsile:Ok.

Hehungup..

Batsile:Tsamayastraighthela.

Amanedroveforashortdistancebeforetheysaw

carsparkingoutsideBree'sscreenwall.Theyparked

outsideandheldhandswalkinginasBamefollowed

them.
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KanakoandJuneparkedthecar,Juneputabighat

overJune'sgoldenhairthenhetookoutanumbrella

andheldherhandastheyfollowedthebrothers...

Batsilejoinedthecrowdandsighedwatchingashis

fatherspoketothecrowd.

RragweBasi:Bagoloretaakopagoreleemelekoloi

yaserepaeemelle,etaalatelwakeyabalelwapa

abeelegonereka.....

Batsile'sfathersteppedbackasthehearseslowly

reversedwiththecoffin,hewavedhisboysoveras

thefamilydrivergotinthecar...

Thebrotherswalkedtowardshim withtheirwives,

themourningfamilymemberssteppedoutofthe

housesupportedbyothers...
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RragweBasi:Basitookoffhissuitothusaatthe

pots,theguywhowascookingisnotfeelingwell.

(pointedatBree)ohthat'smyniecebutiwill

introduceyouproperlyaftertheburial...

BatsileturnedandlookedatBreecalmly,Bameand

Kanakolookedathim andbackatBree..

AssherubbedhertearsBreecaughtasightofher

uncleandsons??Shelookeddownandgotinthe

carwiththeelders..Batsileandhisbrotherslooked

atoneanother...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBree'smothers...

RragweBasi:Basitookoffhissuitothusaatthe

pots,theguywhowascookingisnotfeelingwell.

(pointedatBree)ohthat'smyniecebutiwill

introduceyouproperlyaftertheburial...

BatsileturnedandlookedatBreecalmly,Bameand

Kanakolookedathim andbackatBree..

AssherubbedhertearsBreecaughtasightofher

uncleandhissons??Shelookeddownandgotinthe

carwiththeelders.Batsileandhisbrotherslooked

atoneanother...

Kanako:(laughed)What'shernamekantethisgirl?
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Bame:(laughed)Britney...Yesesma2000bagola

nkarebanosetswa.

Kanako:(laughedandtappedhim)Sheoncethrew

uponyourfacewhenyouliftedher,doyou

rememberthat?

Batsilelookedawayandrubbedhismustachewitha

straightface..Heknewwhyitwassuchabigjoketo

them butitwasn'tfunnytohim,hejustlostafuck

buddy.

Bame:(laughed)Uhmrolebetse?

Batsile:(forcedasmile)Iremember

Kanako:(laughed)Weusedtostealheryogurts

gotweremojese

June:(laughed)Bananyanabagolagore..

Amane:(laughed)Gaoreolebeeneyogotwengone

akgwelabatho...

Batsile:(sighed)Areyengdikoloidiaenella...
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TheyallpartedandheadedtotheircarsandBame

andhisfathergotinthesamecaranddroveoff...

Atthegraveyard....

Breesatunderthegazebosurroundedbyheraunties

asshelookedathermother'sgrave,shelookedat

heruncleandhesmilednoddingconsolingherwith

hiseyes,hereyesmovedtoBatsileandtheykeptan

eyecontactforaboutaminutebeforeshelooked

downcrying...She'dneverbeendisgustedherself

likethisbefore...

Thecrowdsangashermother'scoffinslowlywent

down,sheputherhandsoverherfacecryingasthe

auntiesheldher....

MeanwhileBatsilelookedatherwithalongface,her

tearsbrokehisheartbuthecouldonlystandthere
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andwatch...

BameandKanakolookedathim thenatBreeand

backathim again.

Ayoungmensteppedovergettingtheshovels,

KanakoandBamesteppedinfoldingthesleevesof

theirshirtsandjoinedtheguysastheyburiedthe

coffin...

AmanelookedupatBatsile'ssadfaceand

continuedsinging.Thisprobablyremindedhim of

hismother'sburialorsomething....

Atthepolicestation....

LaterthatmorningTinasheparkedthecarinhis

sunglassesandleanedbackwhileGem sippeda

drinksittingonthepassengerseat...
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Tinashe:Youmadeherupset,sheisgoingtoharass

me

Gem:Shewon't,somepeoplearen'tasrudeasthey

seem.They'reonlyrudeifyouletthem be,onea

talelawenabecauseyouletherwalkalloveryou.I

understandwhyyou'reapologeticandyesyouwere

wrongtogetmoneyfrom herbutyouapologised

andevenpaidthemoneybackwithinterest.You

didn'tevenhideanythingfrom mewhichshows

you'reremorseful.Sheisjustbitter...

Tinashe:Wishicouldhaveachancewiththe

childrenthough,I'vealwayswonderedhowa

daughterofminewouldlook.

Gem:Signherthingsandsubmitthem,ipromiseyou

childrenalwayslookfortheirfathers.Eventhose

whointentionallyabandonedchildrenendup

enjoyingtheirchildren'smoneybecausechildrenwill

alwaysyearnfortheloveofafather.Justdoasshe

wants,whenyourchildrengrowupyou'llexplain

everythingandshowthem whattheirmothermade
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yousign.Iunderstanditssadbutyoudon'thavea

choice,sheisgoingtokeepharassingyou..Sheisa

lawyerandyou'reaforeigner,shemightfindlittle

thingstogetintroublesoyoucanbedeported...I

stillneedyou.Ijustfoundyou...

Tinashe:(sighed)Youhaveapoint...

Hetookouthisphoneandcalledher...

Amanda:(calmly)Hello?

Tinashe:Ijustgothere,wheredidyoupark?

Amanda:Behindthepolicestationonyourwayto

thecourt.

Tinashe:That'swhereiparked,whatcaram ilooking

for?

Amanda:BMW esilver

Tinashe:Alright,bye..
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Hehungupandputdownthephone..

InAmanda'scar....

MeanwhileAmandasatinthecarpressingher

phone,sheclickedonAmane'saccountandfrowned

goingthroughherpoststhensheclickedonBatsile's

account,whataboringcouple!Mxm.

Sheleanedbackandsighedlookingatthemirror

thenshecaughtaninterestingsightonthemirror,a

guyinblackjeansandagraysweater,hehad

shadesonbutthewayhewaswalkingngng...She

openedthedoorandsteppedoutthensheturned

aroundtryinghershoes...

Voice:(runningandpanting)You'rewalkingtoofast!

Shestraightenedupandturnedaroundlookingat
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them.WasthatTinashe?Ifitwasn'tforthevoice

shewouldn'thavebelievedit...

Tinashe:Hi..

Amanda:Hey...

Tinashe:AmandathisisGem,sheismygirlfriend...

BabethisisAmanda..

ShelookedatGem'sflawlessfaceandsmiled

shakingherhand..

Amanda:Nicetomeetyou

Gem:Likewise...BabeI'llwaitinthecar

Tinashe:Ok...

Amandalookedatherasshewalkedawaythenshe

turnedandlookedathim,hetookoffhisglasses

andsteppedover...
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Tinashe:Idon'tknowifyoucantellbutishouldhave

aredspotonthesidehere...That'swherethey

operatedme...Iwastellingyouthetruthaboutthe

operation.

Shesmiledlookingathiseyes...

Amanda:Icantell,thereisahugedifference....I'm

sorryfornotbelievingyou.

Tinashe:It'sok,wedon'tknoweachothersoyou're

notwrong.

Shelookedupinhisfaceandsmiledblushingthen

shelookedaway...

Tinashe:(laughed)What?Whyareyousmiling?

Amanda:It'sfunnywhatmoneycandotoaman...A

haircutandawardrobechangeand...(theylaughed
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softly)Youlookdifferent...You'reahandsomeman...

Tinashe:(smiledlookingdown)Thanks,you'rea

beautifulwomanandthosegirlsarebeautiful...I

stalkyoujusttoseetheirpictures.They'rebeautiful

justlikeyou

Amanda:(laughed)Batshwanawenamme...They

haveyoureyes,yourlipsandyourbignose...(they

laughed)Youmessedmykidsrraae..

Tinashe:(laughed)Iusedtogetteasedforabig

nosegrowingup

Amanda:Butitlooksalright...

Shegatheredherstrengthagainandlookedupright

inhiseyes....Manthismanwasgoodlooking,she

lookeddownshylyandsighed..

Tinashelookedather,hecouldtellhisstaringmade

heruncomfortablebuthejusthadtostare,forsome

reasonhejustknew...Underneaththatrudegirlwas

probablyasweetgirl...Someonelookingforlove,
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someonewhosebeenhurtandhestilldidn't

understandwhyanymanwhopassanopportunityto

haveachildwithher...

Amanda:I'm sorryforbeingrudeearlier..

Tinashe:It'sOK...Itotallyunderstand.Inmybooks

you'rejustifiedbecauseyou'reraisingchildrenalone,

iknowitturnyouintoalunaticbecauseiwasthere.

Amanda:Thanksforunderstanding.

Tinashe:Sure,Canihavethepapers?

Amanda:(snappedoutofit)Ohyeah,ofcourse...

Sheturnedaroundandgrabbedfrom thecarthen

shehandedthem over...

Tinashe:Thanks,

Amanda:Ok...
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Heturnedaroundandwalkedbackinthepolice

station,Amandasatdownandunblockedhim on

facebookthenshewentthroughhispictures

smiling....

AtBree'smothers...

LaterthatmorningtheMCendedtheprogram and

peoplebegunleaving,youngwomenbegunserving

theremainingcrowd...Summer,JuneandAmane

joinedinservingthepeople...

Breesteppedoutofthehouseandsatonthechair

outsidebyherselfandpressedherphone.

Bree:Didyouknow?

Batsile:Ofcourseididn't,ionlyknewtheminutei

parkedoutsidebutihadtobecalm.Imetyouwhen

youwerejustababy,youalright?
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Bree:Yeah,Thisisembarrassing,thisnever

happened.Right?

Batsile: Ok,whatevermakesyouhappy.

Bree:Whyareyoulaughing?

Batsile:Just,ican'tbelieveiliftedyouwhenyou

wereababyandnowifuckedyou.It'smessedup.

Bree:

Batsile:

Bree:Deletemynumber

Batsile: Why?You'remycousinnow.

Bree:Baitstoplaughinglhe.

Batsile:I'vealwayswonderedwhatit'sliketofucka

cousin,culturallyhelaI'm allowedtofuckandmarry

youwaitseakere?

Bree:Wenagankeonnaserious,I'm serious.Your

wifeseemsnice.

Batsile:Sheis.

Bree:Forhersakecanwestop?
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Batsile:Agreed.Butitwasnicehangingoutwithyou

ey.

Bree:Ok,Bye

Batsile:Bye

Breedeletedtheirconversationandchangedhis

namefrom BaetoBatsile.Amanepassedby

carryingplatesoffoodandstoppednexttoher...

Amane:Hey...

Bree:Hi...

Amane:Areyouok?

Bree:Eemma...

Amane:Kebonaontseolenosi..

Bree:Gakeatwaelamasikaarona,mysisterwentto

theshopshedoesn'teatdijotsapitsaetonadimo

tsenyamala.

Amane:Ohok,comewithmethenreneelebatho
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dijo,itwillgetyourmindoffeverything.

Bree:Ok...

Shestoodupandgottheotherplatethenthey

walkedtowardsthecrowd...

Amane:(smiled)You'reverybeautiful..

Bree:(smiledembarrassed)Thankyou..

Theyhandedpeoplethefoodandwalkedbacktothe

linetogetherchatting...

*

*

*
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Atthepolicestation....

Tinashewalkedoutofthepolicestationwith

stampeddocumentsthenhewalkedtowardsthe

parkingwhereheleanedinsidethecarandkissed

Gem..

Gem:Hey...Areyoudone?

Tinashe:Yeah,butthepoliceguyjusttoldmei

shouldbetheonesubmittingthem tocourtbecause

I'm requestingthecourttorelinquishmyrights...give

metheenvelope.

Gem passedhim theenvelopethenheputthem

insideandkissedherbeforeleaningback...
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Tinashe:Letmetalktoher.

Gem:Ok..

HeturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsAmanda's

car...

Amanda:Oheditse?Getinthecar...

Hewalkedaroundthecarandgotinthenheclosed

thedoor.

Tinashe:ThepoliceguysaysI'm theonewhois

supposedtosubmitthiscauseitsmylegalrequest.

Amanda:Yeahbutmycolleagueisdoingitonyour

behalfbutshewillbeprocessingitforfree.Iasked

hertodoit.

Tinashe:Ohok...Inthatcasethenyoucanhavethis

then.
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Shegottheenvelopeandslidthestampedpapers

outthenshelookedathim andsmiled..

Amanda:Thanks...(sighedandstoppedsmiling)I

feelguiltydoingthis..

Tinashe:Dowhatyouthinkisrightforyourchildren.

Iwillunderstandbecauseyoudidn'tchooseme,you

choseanothermanwhoisworthy...Againiagreed

tobeasperm donor,evenifitwasn'tyouI'dstill

havetolivewiththefactthatmyspermsmadekids

thatI'm notsupposedtocomecloseto.

Amanda:Yeahbutcircumstancesaredifferent

Tinashe:Butyoushouldn'tfeelguiltfortryingto

protectyourself.Justdowhatmakesyouhappy.

Sheslidthepapersoutandslowlytorethem into

half,sheputthehalfpagestogetherandtorethem

againthensheslidthem backintheenvelope.
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Tinashelookedatherandsmiled...

Tinashe:Whatdoesthatmean?Youmustclarify

thesethingsidon'twanttojumpintoconclusions

Amanda:Ithinkishouldjustletgoofthislegal

action,leaveanopenoptionforthegirlstodecide

whentheygrowup.Idon'texpectchildsupportfrom

youbutyoucancallanytimetocheckonthem.First

I'llhavetotellthem aboutyou...

Tinashepulledheroverandhuggedher,shedrewin

hisscentandputherarmsaroundhim thenhe

leanedbacksmiling...

Tinashe:Thankyou,ipromiseiwon'tmakethings

difficultforyou.

Amanda:Sure...

Theybothleanedbackandsighed,therewasasilent
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awkwardmoment...

Amanda:Howlonghaveyoubeenwithher?Isthat

thewomanwhowastalkingtomeonthephonein

themorning?

Tinashe:Yeah,wejuststarteddating.Why?

Amanda:Becauseiwantyou...Iwantyoutodrop

herandbewithmesowecanraiseour4children

together.

Tinashefurrowedhiseyebrowslookingather...

Amanda:I'm sorryfordroppingthisonyoulikethat

butiprefertoputmyfeelingsoutandgetananswer

insteadofbeatingaroundthebushesandwasting

time.

Tinashe:(clearedhisthroat)Yeah,iunderstand...No

needtoapologisebut.....Ipreferbeingwithher.

Amanda:Why?
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Tinashe:Ithinkthatanswershouldbeenough,

anythingelsemightspoilthis.

Amanda:Iwanttoknowwhyyou'dpreferanother

womanoverme...I'm justcurious,forfuture

reference...Isitthewayitreatedyouinthepastor?

Tinashe:No,iunderstandeverythingthathappened

andtomeyou'rejustified...I'llneverjudgeyouas

longasyou'reraisingourdaughtersandwhenever

youneedhelportheyneedhelpiwilldropeverything

andcomebutIloveher...andidon'tdocheating.All

mylifeiprayedforawomanwhowon'tjudgeme,i

thoughtihadherwithmyexbuttemptationscame

herwayandshegavein.IjustfoundoneinGem.

Amanda:Butifyoudidn'thaveheryou'ddateme?

Tinashe:(sighed)I'dgiveitatry.Ihopethatdoesn't

soundrude..

Amanda:No,it'snot...(sighed)Well,I'm reallyhappy

foryou...Nowiunderstandwhysheisprotectiveof

you.You'reagreatguy..

Tinashe:Thankyou,youneedtoforgiveyourselffor

whateveryoufailedinthepastorforgivethepeople
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whohurtyousoyoucanbehappy.Weallhave

storiesofpeoplethathurtusbutwedon'tholdonto

thatpainbecauseitwouldchangeus.Youseem

verysweetbutialsofeellikealotofpeoplehave

hurtyou...idon'tknowhoworwhobutyouactlikea

hurtperson.Ifyouletgoofthatpainyou'llbehappy.

Amandalookeddowntearfullyandsmiledrubbing

hereyes,hesteppedoutofthecarandclosedthe

door.

Tinashe:Letmeknowwhenyouwantmetoseethe

girls.I'llletyoucontroleverything.

Amanda:Thanks...Bye

Tinasheputhisarm insideandopenedhishand...

Tinashe:Putyourhandonmine
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Sheputherhandonhisthenhesoftlycaressedit

andsmiled...

Tinashe:Wemadekidstogethersoweshouldbe

friendsthatwaytheycanenjoyhavingbothparents.

It'sasituationwebothfindourselvesinto,the

pregnancywasaccidentallybuttheirchildhood

shouldn'tberuined.

Amanda:(smiled)true...Thanksdaddy

Tinashe:(smiled)You'rewelcomemummy..

Theylaughedthenheturnedaroundandwalked

backtohiscar,shestartedthecaranddroveoff....

AtBree'smother's...

LateronAmane,SummerandJunewalkedtowards

thetreewherethebrothershadparkedthecarsbut

Batsilewasgone...
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Amanelookedaroundandhiscarwasnowhereto

befound.Thiswasgettingserious,thiswasthe4th

timehedisappearedwithoutanexplanation...

Bame,BasiandKanakowalkedoverandjoined

them...

Amane:WhereisBatsile?

Bame:HehasbeensenttobuycookingoilwithBree

Amane:Ohok....

Basi'sfatherwalkedoverwithBree'ssister...

Attheprivatehospital...

MeanwhileBatsileandBreewalkedoutofthe

hospitalholdingtheirnegativestatus,hetorehisit
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apartandthrewitinthebinbeforewalkingbackto

Bree...

Bree:Whydidyoutearit?

Batsile:Iam notsupposedtotestwithoutmywife,

besidesijustneededtoknowwhattoexpect

becauseshewantsmetotest.

Theygotinthecarthenhereversedandplacedhis

handoverherthigh,shepickedhishandandputit

backonhis...

Bree:Stopit

Batsile:Ohcomeon...It'sjustthetwoofus.

Bree:Iam notsneakingaroundwithyouespecially

whenyourwifelikesme...ilikehertoo.Youhadme

forthelasttimelastnight.

Batsile:What'sthebigdeal?

Bree:Idon'thaveafamily,iam notabouttodestroy
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thelittleihave.Imightneedyourwifeoryour

brothersortheirwives.Mysisteristalkingabout

stayingabroad...Iam notgoingtosleepwithyou

ever.Iam veryseriousaboutthisitshwaresente.

Hestoppedsmilingandsighedlookingather...

Bree:IreallylikeherandI'm notgoingtohurther,

Summersaysshehadakidneytransplantandshe

wassicktheentiretime.(smackedhim onthechest)

Ican'tbelieveyou'dcheatonasickperson...

Batsile:(rubbedhischest)Wow,nowI'm gettinga

lecturefrom ababy.

Bree:Iwasn'tababywhenyoushovedyourwhole

dickinsideme.

Batsile:(laughed)Keautwamma,karekegodirile

mosadiibileobuasesadi...Ketaaemisaee

Bree:(smiledchallenginghim)Ifyoudon'tI'm telling

Basi...
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Batsilesmiledholdingthesteeringwheelwithhis

eyesontheroad.

Bree:Don'tforgetthecookingoilcousie...

Helaughedandpulledintothesupermarketparking

lot,Breesteppedoutandclosedthedoorwhilehe

remainedinthecar.

Breewalkedintheshopandbumpedintoaguy,his

phonedroppedonthefloorandthescreencracked,

shepickeditupandhandedittohim ashepicked

thecarkeys...

Bree:Sorry

Him:It'sok,mynameisRetsile

Bree:(smiled)Bree..

Retsile:Canidropthisinthecarandaccompanyyou?
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Bree:You'llfindmeinside

Retsile:Cool.

Breewalkedintheshopandpickedabottleof

cookingoilandachocolate,Retsilearrivedjustas

shewasabouttopaythenhehandedthecashierhis

card..

Bree:Thanks

Retsile:Sure

Minuteslatertheywalkedoutashepressedhis

crackedphone...

Retsile:What'syournumber?Iwanttocheckifmy

phonecallpeoplesinceyoucrackedit

Breelaughedandgavehim hernumberthenhe
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pagedherandsavedhernumber..

Retsile:BythewayI'm newaroundhere,iliterally

justarrivedsoifyouhavetimeyoushouldshowme

aroundMaun...

Bree:Ok,whatdoyoudo?

Retsile:I'm adoctor,you?Pleasetellmeyou'reover

18

Bree:(laughed)I'm anadult...that'smycousininthe

car,rerumilwe.Wewilltalkonthephone

Retsile:Ohgreat...NicemeetingyouBree,isit

BritneyorBridget?

Bree:(smiled)Britney...

BatsileturnedandlookedatBreeexchangingabrief

hugwithaguywhothenjumpedintoaD4Dand

droveoff...

*

*
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Atthemall....

Batsile'seyesfollowedBreeasshewalkedaround

thecarandgotin,heshruggedhisshoulders

curiously...

Batsile:Andthen?

Bree:Heisjustaguy

Batsile:Ithoughtyouwereavirgin

Bree:Thankstoyounotanymore.

Batsile:Whatkindofavirginhugsguysinthemall?

Bree:Virginmeansyouhaven'tbeenpenetratednot

thatyou'reretarded.Idon'tunderstandpeoplewho

thinkjustbecauseyouhaven'thadadickinsideyou

youshouldactstupidoneverything.
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Batsile:Sowhowashe?Wagobata?

Bree:Heaskedformynumber

Batsile:Doyoulikehim?

Bree:Kindof,areyoujealous?

Batsile:Yeah

Bree:Butyou'remarriedandI'm yourcousin,doesit

makesensetoyou?

Batsile:It'snaturaltobealittlejealousaboutyourex

especiallyrelationshipekgaupeditswengosae

kgora.Akerewareyou'remycousinmmekanadi

cousindiadirahelagasesepehelagolomoo.

Bree:Gonemmewenakeengochitaifimayask?

Becauseidoubtyouloveme.Whenyou'rewithyour

wifeophaphalalahela....Thewayyouactednormal

inthemorningshockedme.Whyareyoucheating?

Batsile:Wehaven'thadsexinoverayear,kelekile

goitshwarauntilkepalelwa.IloveherbutI'm not

perfect,thisislikebeingpoorandtryingeverything

youcantoputfoodonthetablegopalakganteleo

helelaonnalegodu...Yeahit'sbadbutsomepeople
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badirisiwakediemo.Judgemebutitried

Bree:I'm notjudgingyou...Don'teverworryabout

mejudgingyoubutyoumustunderstandthatialso

needaboyfriendjustlikewenaonalemosadiomo

rata.

Batsile:Iunderstand,it'sfine...

Hesighedandkepthiseyesontheroad...

Bree:Areyousad?

Batsile:(smiled)Alittle..

Bree:(smiled)You'llbefine,ithitmehardwheni

sawyoulovingherinpublicandactedlikeyounever

metbefore.Idon'tthinkicanbeasidechick,I'm too

jealous.

Batsile:Sorry...

AtBree'smother's....
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MeanwhileRragweBasiwalkedtowardsthetree

holdingabigwoodenpoon...

Him:KantejaanongBreeleBatsilebailekae?I

thoughtifiaskedhim todriveheritwillbefaster

thanataxi..

Bame:Gongwebadiilweketraffic

Batsile'scardrovethroughthegateandparkednext

tothem,Breesteppedoutandhandedthebottleto

heruncle...

Him:Thanks...

BatsilesteppedoutofthecarandhuggedAmane

from behind...
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Batsile:(whisperedinherear)Canwego?

Amane:(smiled)OK...

RragweBasi:Letmegetbacktomypot,heelaBree

thoseareyourcousins...Gettheirnumbersand

communicatewiththem...MmagweJunior?Kanake

wenayomotona

Summer:(laughed)Laautwapapaarekemotonabo

mma...

AmaneandJunethenBreechuckled...

RragweBasi:Ntsalaalonakeyoo...Mmagwe

Obakeng?

Amane:(smiled)rra?

RragweBasi:Lenthuse,shetoldtheeldersshe

doesn'twanttomoveinwithanyoneandthatshe

willbestayingwithmebutiknownothingabout

children,hasimololabashimanyanalebueleenea
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sekaima.

June:Breewaratana?

Everyoneturnedlookingatherthenshesmiled

embarrassedastheylaughed...

Amane:Junemma?

Theylaughed..

Summer:Retaathusapapa...

RragweBasi:Ok,letmegetbacktomypot..

Batsileshoulderbumpedwithhisbrothers...

Bame:(whispered)Weneedtotalk...Don'tfuckthis

up.
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TheyleanedbackasKanakoshoulderbumpedwith

him smiling...

Kanako:(whispered)Dikukutsagagodiahug'ana.

Batsilepunchedhim andhestaggeredback

laughing...

Batsile:(smiled)Hanegosenabasadigoneha

nkabekegoroga...

Kanakolaughedandwalkedbacktohiscar...Batsile

lookedinhisbigbrother'sseriouseyesasthey

exchangedanawkwardparent-sondisapproval

look...Batsilelickedhislipslshamefullyandbitit

shovinghishandsinthepockets...

Kanako:Guysgoshapo,letmetakemywoman



Iam

home...It'sgettingtoohotforher..

Basi:Shap...ByeJune

Bame:Bye

JuneandAmanehuggedthenshehuggedSummer

andBreebeforegettinginthecarthenKanakodrove

off....

Bame:Guysgoshap

All:Bye

BamedroveoffthenBatsileopenedthedoorfor

Amane...

Amane:Weareheadinghome..

Basi:(glaringathim)OK...



Iam

AmanebentoverandhuggedSummer..

Summer:(laughed)Nnyaammeifyoucanhugme

you'vehealed...

Amane:(laughed)Akere

Basi:(glaringatBatsile)Amaneohodileotaaemisa

goretenaakere?

Batsile:(lookedaway)Akootswemogonnamr..

Bree:(walkedaway)Gosiame

Basi:Nkemelahoowena...

Bree'sheartskippedassheturnedaroundwaiting...

Batsilegotinthecarandrolledupthewindows

drivingoff...

Basi:Waitinthecar.
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Summer:ByeBree,callmeakereyouhavemy

number

Bree:Eemma,bye

ShegotinthecarandclosedthedoorthenBasi

steppedoverlookinginhereyes...

Basimane:Iknowwhathappenedbetweenthetwo

ofyou,butifitcarriesonevenafteryou'vefoundout

you'rerelatedthenIwilldealwithyoupersonally.

Bree:Weagreedtostop.Westopped.

Basi:Familymeanseverythingtomeandifobatago

ntenaotsweleleorobaleleBait,hakelekapang

tengmmogokeagolenyedisalothe.Ommotseo

taagobolelelagoregakemotshabe,wenakego

kgetelamophanehelakegokapa...

Bree'sheartpoundedassheswallowedabiglump

lookingupatthegiganticBasi...
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Bree:Westopped...

Basi:Ledirisitsecondom?!

Bree:Nobuthepulledout.

Basi:Mxem!Laaborawaits.Lecareless,kante

condom yababa?GaotshabediSTDolemonnye

Bree?

Bree:...

Basi:(angrily)I'm talkingtoyou!Ketagothubaka

mpamakegotshosamaroko,haven'tyouheardof

STDs?

Bree:(tearfully)Idid...itwon'thappen

Basi:Youdon'thaveamother!Whodoyouthinkis

goingtolookafteryourbabyforyoutofinishschool?

Bree:Idon'tthinkI'm pregnantihaveperiodpains

Basi:You'llbestupidifyouallowBatsiletosuckthe

honeyoutofyourhusband'spot.

Bree:Butitwon'thappenagain,kebakilelennagake

bategoreAmaneautwebecauseshelikesmeandI
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likeher,idon'twantanyonetoknowbecausethey

won'ttrustme.Pleaseforgiveme

Basicalmeddownlookingather...

Basi:It'sok,suthadikeledi..

Breelookedaroundandrubbedhertears...

Basi:Youcango..

Bree:Gosiame...

SheturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenBasi

walkedbacktothecardefeated.Itwasthe

unprotectedsexforhim,thecarelessofknowing

youmightcatchSTDsorevenimpregnateanother...

Whatscrewhastobelooseforonetocheatand

cheatcareless.....
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Hegotinthecarandsighedfrustratedthenhe

startedthecar,itdidn'tmatterhowmuchhetried

nottoworrybutitjustkeptcomingandcomingout...

Summer:AreyouOKbabe?

Basi:Yeah,I'm fine...

Summer:Stopworryingabouteveryone,you'llget

heartdiseasesaboutthingsbeyondyourcontrol.

Basi:(fakedasmile)I'm notworriedabout

anything....

Hedroveoutthegate....

Atthehospital...

LaterthatafternoonBatsileandAmanewalkedout

ofthehospitalandgotinthecar,Batsileleanedback
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andlookedatherasshelookedattheiridentical

results...

Batsile:Happy?

Tearsfilledhereyesthenshehuggedhim withher

armsoverhisneck...

Amane:Thankyouforbeingfaithful...I'm sorryi

doubtedyou.Iwasreallyscaredforus...

Sheleanedbackandcuppedhim beforekissinghim

gratefully.Batsile'sfacedroppedashelookedinher

eyesandlookeddownguiltstricken....

Amane:Thankyou..

Batsile:Don'tthankme....Ishouldhavebeenfaithful.

Itwasmyduty..
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Shesmiledagainandleanedbackthenhestarted

thecaranddroveoff.....

AtDiva'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonDivafinishedcookingand

dishedforhersonandBamethenshewalkedout

withherplate.Terewasaknock,sheputherfood

downandopenedthedoor...Amandressedin

formalstoodatherdoorstepthensteppedout...

Diva:Hello

Him:Hi,mynameisDitiro...I'm heretoserveyou...

Kindlyhavealookatthisandsignhere...

Diva'sheartalmostfelloutofherchestasshe

lookedatthehomewreckinglawsuit...
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Diva:Ican'tsignthis,ididn'tknowheismarried..

Him:Well,you'llargueyourcaseincourt.The

signatureisjusttoshowthatyouhavebeenserved

notanadmissionofguilt.

Diva:Butididn'tknow..Ican'tsignit

Him:Ma'am,idon'tthinkyouunderstandme...you

canargueincourt.Judgesaredifferent,thereisone

whooncedismissedacase.Kerayahela...Please

signhere.

Shegotthepenandplacedherhandoverthepapers

asherhandshook,shesignedandhandedbackthe

pen.

Him:Thankyou,haveagoodday..

Sheclosedthedoorandcoveredhermouthtearfully,

herjointsgotcoldasshestoodatthedoorthenshe

satdownandburiedherfacebetweenherhands.

Shecouldonlyimaginetheheadlines,thehateshe
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wouldget,thesocialmediaandeveryone'seyes.She

knewshe'dneveraffordtopayormaybeshe'dbe

senttojail...

Shestoodupandwalkedinthekitchenwhereshe

pulledthelastdrawerandtookoutaropethenshe

walkedoutthekitchendoorandstoodunderthetree.

Intheprivacyofascreenwallshebroughtachair

andclimbedupthenshetiedherselfandtooka

deepbreathstandingonthechair...Atleastshe

knewhersonwasintherightfamily,withhergone

he'dbeaMotswanaandhaveabetterlifethan

havingtovisitherinprison...butthenno,whichchild

wouldbehappywithoutamother,whatifBamegets

awomanwhowillabuseJunior...Closinghereyes

shecouldalmostseehereyesfaceandtheamount

ofpainhe'dgothroughlosingher....Shegrabbedthe

ropetryingtotakeitoutbuttheplasticchairlegbent

downcracking,sheslippedandhungwithherneck

kickingasthechairfellontheground...

*
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AtDiva'sHouse...

Bamewalkedinthekitchenholdingthepapershe'd

justpickedfrom thecouchthenachairbroke

outside,hesteppedoverthewindowandmovedthe

curtains...Divawaslyingmotionlessontheground

withherheadonthebrokechair.

Hedroppedeverythingandstormedout...

Bame:Diva!?!Babe!

Hekneltnexttohertryingtoremovetheropethat

hadsunkintoherneck,hefinallypulleditoffand

leanedovergivinghermouthtomouth....
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Bame:(pressingherchest)Babe?!

Heleanedoverandgavehermouthtomouththen

shegaspedandcoughed,hepickedherupand

staggeredtothecarcarryingher...

AtBasi'sHouse...

Lateronthechildrenraninthehousewithmuddy

feetshoutingwhileBasitriedtowatchthegame

thoughhewasn'treallywatching...helookedathis

daughterrunningpastthecouchwithmudallover

herhandsandfeet...

Basi:Areyouplayingonmama'sgarden?Sheis

goingtobeatyoudon'tevencometomecrying..

Andyou'regoingtoslipandfall...Junior?!
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Juniorwalkedinholdingahandforkwithmudall

overhisfeet,witheverythinggoingoninhishead

andthechildrenshoutingandmessinghecouldfeel

hisragerising.HeglaredatJuniorandswitchedoff

theTVthenhepickedhisTshirtandhungitoverhis

shoulderwalkingtowardshisoffice.

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoorthenhepulledthe

chairandputonhisTshirtbeforerubbinghisface

tryingtoescapehisworries.Heheavedahugesigh

andswitchedonthecomputer...

AfewminutespassedthenheheardSummer

screamingatthekidsandwhippingthem.

Thelittlegirlranovercryingandbangedonhis

officedoorbeforestretchingupandreachingforthe

lock,shewalkedincryingallblackfrom themud

coveringherfrom headtotoe.Bamepickedherup

andstoodupsushingher...
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Basi:Sorrymylove...

Her:(screaming)Mamabeatmeonthebutt..

Basi:Sorry...

Hetappedhermouthwhileshecriedandmade

funnyrhythmicsounds,hishandtappingonhercries

irritatedherandshestoppedcryinglayingherhead

onhisshoulder...

Summerwalkedinwithastick...

Summer:(angrily)Goandbath!Lookwhatyou're

doingtodaddy'sTshirtandthewholefloor...You

messedmygardenandcutallmyflowersthenyou

cry?

Thebabyturnedherheadburyingitonherfather's

chestandheldherbreathasBasirubbedherback..
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Basi:Canyougobaththenyoucomehereandsit

withmeintheofficeuntilI'm doneworking,(smiled)

Howisthat?

Her:(rubbinghereyeswithherouterarm)Ok..

Heputherdownthensheranout...

Summer:TakeoffthatTshirt,I'llputitinthewashing

machine.

HetookoffhisTshirtandhandedittoher..

Basi:Sorryaboutyourflowers

Summer:It'sfine,nowiknowI'm notreadyfora3rd

child.Keshapoka2.

Helaughedassheturnedaroundandwalkedout
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thenhesatdownandtriedworkingthoughhismind

couldnotjustdoanything.Itseemedliketheseboys

werejustheadingfordestructionandtheydidn'tsee

it...Hisphonerang...

Basi:Hello?

Bame:I'm onmywaytothehospital,Divatried

committingsuicide.Itwasjustluckformetofind

herrightaftershefell,shecouldn'tevenremovethe

ropeandithadsunkintoherneck...Ithoughtsheis

dead..

Basi:Whathappened?

Bame:Well,ididn'ttellherI'm marriedbecausei

thoughtshe'drefusetocometoBotswana.Now

Sophiaissuingher,shemusthavepanicked

becauseiknowshethinksit'sbigdealtobesued...

Basiquicklystoodupandreachedforthedoor,on

secondthought...Hecloseditandsighedwalking

aroundtheoffice....
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Basi:Letmeknowhowsheisdoingafterseeingthe

doctor.

Bame:Ok

Basi:Bye

Hehungupandsighed,notgoingtherewasagood

start...Maybethenextstagewouldbenottoworry

aboutanythingelseexcepthisfamily.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

Amaneputonhergym wearthenshepickedher

waterbottletogetherwithherphoneandwalkedto

thegym room....

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedtowardsthe

treadmillwheresheturneditonandbegunwalking

lookingatherselfonthemirror...



Iam

Thiswasthesatisfyingfeelingshe'dbeenlooking

for,thechildren'snoisealmostdistractedherthen

sheputherairpodsandplayedthemusic....

MeanwhileoutsideBatsilepulledovertalkingtothe

phone...

Batsile:Ok,sowhatdoesthatmean?

Bree:Thatiwillonlygetthemoneywheniturn21

andtheotheronefrom herworkidon'tknowwhen

soihavetosellthingsinthehousetopayschool

fees.

Batsile:Ok,sellingwillprobablyhelpyououtbutif

youtalktoBasiorKanakotheywillborrowyou

enoughwhichyou'llreturnaftergettingyours.Iwish

icouldhelpbutI'm stillrecovering,Bamealsojust

boughtahouseforhissonsohewon'thelp...

Besidesheisinthehospitalwithhisbabymamahe

mightnotanswer.
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Bree:Iam afraidofBasi,kganteleonkomantsetota.

Batsile:Aboutwhatnow?

Bree:Hewasaskingmeiweusedcondoms,etc...

Hewasjustangrywewouldbethatcarelessthenhe

saidifweeverdoanythingafterknowingweare

cousinshe'ddefinitelydealwithus.

Batsile:Didn'tyoutellhim weendedthefling?

Bree:Ididbuthewasangryheprobablydidn't

believeitwasover.

Batsile:Basikanaene...Uh,anywayscallKanako

andtalktohim.

Bree:Ok,thanks.Kanakoenenkamokgona.

Batsile:Sure

HehungupanddialedBasi...

Basi:Hello?

Batsile:Can'tyoujustleavemetohandlemy
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businessforonce?

Basi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Batsile:TalkingtoBree?Wasthatevennecessary

akereicouldhavehandleditmyself.Ithoughtyou

understoodmebutclearlyyoudidn'tandyou'renot

planningtobackoff.

Basi:Iwastryingtohelpyou,bothofyou.

Batsile:Idon'tneedyourhelp,whenineeditiwilltell

you.You'repissingmeoffwiththewayyouinterfere

inmybusinessI'm notyourson.

Basi:Yagothapelakukuyagamonnaoobua

makgakga...Iknowyou'renotmyson,icouldnever

raiseasomeoneasstupidasyou.

Batsile:Iguesswehaveadifferentideaofstupid

becausethelasttimeicheckedI'm theonewith

degreehere....I'm notthestupidone.

Basi:OtaanyelaBatsileolekagoreng?

Batsile:Juststayawayfrom mybusiness.I'm nota

child.Maybeifyoustoppedpayingsomuch

attentiontoeverydetailinmylifeyou'dbeableto
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findwaystoturnSummeron.

Basi:Don'tevertalktome,everme!Infactoska

tholaotsenakogame.

Batsile:Gakenasepe,ifthat'swhatittakesforyouto

givemeabreakthensobeit.I'm notgoingtobeg

youtobemybrother.

Basihungup,Batsiletookadeepbreathandsighed

leaningthenhesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedin

thehouse.

Atthehospital...

LateronBamewalkedinandpulledthechairwhile

Divalaidonthebedwithaneckbrace...

Bame:Hi..

Diva:Hi
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Bame:I'm sorryforlying,iwasdesperateformy

son...Iwasafraidyou'drefusetocome.Thislawsuit

isnothingtobeafraidof,ipromiseI'llbeyour

shield...SheissuingyoubecauseI'vefiledfor

divorceandwemarriedoutofcommunitysosheis

gettingnothingfrom me...Shejustwantsmoney.

Diva:(tearfully)Idon'twanttostandincourtor

comeoutofanewspaper

Heheldherhandandmovedcloser...

Bame:Iwillsettleforoutofcourtagreementthen...

Babewehavetotalkaboutthings.Youdon'tpanic

andkillyourself...Iloveyou,Beelovesyou.Don'tbe

selfish,mysongrewupwithoutafathernowhehas

juststartedenjoyinghavingaproperfamilyyouwant

totakeawayhismother?Pleasedon'teverdothat.

I'llhandlethis...

Atearrandownthenherubbedhereyeandkissed
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herhand.....

AtBatsile'sHouse....

LaterthatnightBatsilefinishedreadingforthe

youngerchildrenandswitchedofftheirlights..

Batsile:Goodnight

Both:Goodnight

Heclosedthedoorandheadedtothebedroom

whereAmanewaslyingfacingthewall.Heswitched

offtheirlightsandslidinholdingherfrom behindas

theirbodieswarnedoneanother.

Amane:Babe?

Batsile:mma?

Amane:I'venoticedthatyouchangedyourphone
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passwordlastweek,everytimeiwanttouseitand

askforyourpasswordyouprefertoenteritforme

insteadofsayingitoutlikewebeendoing

throughouttheyearssonekebotsagoreshouldi

changemypasswordtooandkeepitprivate?That

waywecanbothhaveprivacy...

Batsilethoughtaboutitforaminuteandkissedher

head..

Batsile:Yeah,totannaiprefertohaveprivacy.

Amane:Ok,nnalennakebataprivacywhenit

comestoourprivateparts.Ifwecan'tshare

somethingassimpleasaphoneforthesakeof

privacythenourprivatepartsmustbeprotectedtoo

likeourphonesbecauseprivatepartsibileweare

talkingaboutourhealthandstatuses.Wewillbe

usingcondomsuntilwearefreeenoughtoshare

anythingandeverything

Batsile:I'm notgoingtowearacondom asifI'm not

married....KenyetseAmane,gakenyatsiyagago.
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Amane:Orayaosabatekukuakere.Irespectyour

phoneprivacypleaserespectmygenitalprivacy.

(sighed)Iguesssincewenaosabatecondom it'sa

goodnight,right?

Batsile:Areyoupunishingmeforaskingforalittle

privacy?Wow...Goodnight

Heturnedaroundgivingherhisbackastheyboth

sleptfacingawayfrom oneanother.

SIXMONTHSLATER..

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthemarriagecounsellor...

Amanesighedandleanedbackatthecounselor

lookedathercalmly...

Amane:Ijust....Imissmyhusband...Wedon'ttalk

anymore...Wehaven'thadsexin6monthsall

becauseiaskedforacondom.Hesaysifhecan't

haveitrawthenhedoesn'twantit..Myreasonsfor

notwantingunprotectedsexisbecauseiknowhe

cheatedbutican'tproveit,iwashappywhenwe

testednegativeandiunderstoodthatmaybehegot

tempted...Withthesituationhewasinikindof

expectedthatbutforhim towanttocontinue

cheatingevenwhenhedoesn'thaveanexcuseis

justaclearsignhedoesn'twantmeanymore.Heis

agoodlier...Youknow...Thekindofaguythatcan
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lookyouintheeyeandconvinceyouthatitrained

lastnightthoughthesoilisnotwetandyou'dbelieve

him basedonthelogicalexplanationshe'dgiveyou.

Iknowhecheated...Iknowitbutican'tproveit...but

nowI'm afraidhewillcontinueseeingthesamegirl

andthatgirlobviouslyhasaboyfriendwhomight

cheatonherandthenweallgetinfected.Iam

alreadylivingwithonekidney...Anythinginfectionill

die.

Her:Haveyoutriedtogethim tositdownandtalk?

Amane:Hesayshedoesn'twanttotalkaboutsexya

dicondom.Heissoentitledyou'dthinkthereisa

partthatsaysifyou'remarriedyoucan'tusea

condom.Thesameguyhasapasswordonhis

phoneyetthroughouttheyearsheneverhiditfrom

me...I'm notthekindofawifewhosearchesa

man'sphonebecauseiwastoldnottosearchfor

troubleorthingsimightmisunderstandbutitsthe

newwayofchangingpasswords...Idon'tknow

anymore...Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutdivorce

becauseilovehim,wehavebeenthroughsomuch...

Hehasheldmyhandindifficulttimes...Wherei
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knewalotofmenwouldhavebeendisgustedwitha

sickpersonhestillkissedme,heldmeinahospital

bedandtravelledwithmehalfwayacrosstheworld

togetmehelp...Whywouldhesavemeonlyto

infectme?Idon'tunderstand...Hehaschanged...

Her:Ok,thisiswhatiwilldo,iwillschedulebothof

youanappointmenttogetherbutfirstI'dliketocall

him inandhearhissideofthestoryifheagrees.

From thereI'llbewithbothofyou,seeingyou

individuallyfirstwillgivemeanideaonceIseethe

bothofyou.

Amane:Idon'tmindthatatall...

Her:FornowI'llgiveyouthispamphlet,ithas10

simplewaystorekindleyourmarriage.Thenumber

1mistakepeoplemakeistoexpectsomethingin

return,readthesethingsandthinkaboutthem very

deeply.Ifyoudothem don'tdothem expectinghim

todoanythinginreturnfornowOK?

Amane:Ok...

Minuteslatershewalkedoutofthebuildinginher
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heelsasherhairbouncedonhershoulders.She

unlockedthedoorcarasamanpulledoverand

rolleddownthewindowofhisBenz.Hetookoffhis

sunglassesandsmiledexposinghiswellarranged

teeth...

Him:Ey...

Amaneturnedaroundlookingathim asshegotin

thecarandclosedthedoor...

Amane:Hello

Him:You'rebeautiful...

Amane:Thankyou...

Him:Howaboutlunch?

Amanepulledtheseatbeltandturnedshowinghim

herringhandsmiling.Hesmiledandlookedather

diamondring...
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Him:Sorry

Amane:(smiled)It'sOK,keepsearching.

Him:Thanks

Herolledupthewindowsanddroveoutasher

managerrang..

Amane:Hello?

Her:Hiboss,didyouseethepayments?

Amane:Whatpayments

Her:(smiled)Wehave4weddingsandagovernment

workshopcominguptocaterfor.Ijustfinalisedwith

the3clientsandtheysentproofofpayment.

Governmenteneakereoitsegoretheypayafter

gettingtheservicesowearewaitingon1payment

now.

Amane:OhmyGod,thisisthebestnews

ever...(checkedhermessagesandsmiled)It
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paymentstsatengditsenye.Gorayagoreditsenye

kelemoteng.

Her:Yeah,willyoubecomingin?Ihaveafewthings

Iwantyoutosign.

Amane:I'lldotheylater.

Her:Alrightbye

Shehungupandsmiled....

AtNgamifishproduce...

Basimanewalkedoutoftheofficewithhis

marketingmanagerastheywalkedtowardsthe

parkinglot...Theexcitementofseeinghisveryfirst

truckhadhisheartpumping...Evenwiththesamples

senthestillcouldn'tpicturehavinghimselfowninga

deliverytruck...

Manager:LobatseandFtownhavefinalisedthedeal
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soSeptembertheyshouldbegettingtheirfirst

bundle..

Basi:Ok...whereisthetruck?

Manager:(pointed)Keeleyatsena...

Basiturnedaroundandlookedatthegateasthe

truckdrovethroughthegate...Hegotemotional

lookingatjusttheheadofthetruckthenitmadea

turnpassingbywiththepicturesoffreshfishand

thecompanybrand...Hiseyesfollowedthetruckas

thedrivermaneuveredandfinallyparked...

Tearsfilledhiseyesashelookedatit,itallstarted

withhim fishingontheriverandsellingtopassing

cars,nowhewaswearingasuitsupplyingbig

supermarketsaroundthecountry...he'dbeenlosing

somuchmoneypayingfortransportationofhis

frozenfishandnowthankstohismanagerhefinally

boughtabigtruckforthecountry-widedelivery...
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Helookedatitparkingnexttothetwolittlevans

theybeenusingtodeliver...

Manager:(smiled)Whatdoyouthink?

Heturnedaroundsmilingandshoulderbumped...

Basi:You'rethebest...Iloveit..

Manager:I'llbecallingourmechanictoinspectit.

Basi:Alright...

Theywalkedoverandshookhandswiththedriver

thenBasisteppedupandsatinside...Helooked

insideandgotdownthentheywalkedarounditto

thebackwherethedriveropenedtheback...

Manager:Thiswillkeepourfishfrozenuntilit

reachesitsdestination...
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Basi:Iloveit......

Manager:Itoldyouyou'lllikeit....

Meanwhilethecompanyaccountantdrovethrough

thegateandnoticedthedirectorandthemanager

standingbythetruck.Heglancedathiswatchand

quicklyparkedwhiletalkingtothephone...

Accountant:Babegoshapobossokonte...Ware

just3minuteslate,directorlemthakawamanager

batheogela10minutesbeforetimeeveryday....

(laughed)Ok,bye...Loveyou..

Hehungupandsteppedoutsmiling...Basiandthe

managersmiledastheyshookhands..

Accountant:Thelongawaitedishere....(whistled

walkingaroundit)Heebanna...Ican'twaitforthe

financialbookstotakeapeak...
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Basi:Youthink?

Accountant:You'llseethedifferenceinsixmonths...

Manager:Iwasjusttellinghim..

Basi:Wewillseehowitgoes...

Hisfather'sphonecallinterruptedthenhestepped

asideunbuttoninghissuitjacketandpickedrubbing

hishaircut..

Basi:Hello?

Him:WewillbehavingBree'smeetingthisafternoon,

otethengwanaka...Theonlytimethispeople

respectmeisoneofyouishere...They'restill

holdingagrudgethatBreeaskedmetomoveinand

gavemesomeofhermother'sthings.Nowthey

don'tlookatmeright,

Basi:Whattimeisthemeeting?5pm?

Him:Yes,pleasedon'tmissitmyboy.Ketshogile

jaanagoregabayegontebasentekanababuagore
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kekurukilengwanagorekejeboswaleene.

Basi:AkeremmeBreegrewupseeingyouonly,how

thenwouldshebecomfortablearoundthem when

they'restrangers.Relativesanddramaafterdeath...

Him:Theyevenwantedtospreadtherumorthatthe

carKanakoboughtformewasfrom Bree's

inheritancekootengtheydon'tknowthatshewillbe

begettingitwhensheturns21.

Basi:(laughed)Don'tmindthem,justhelpwhereyou

can.

Him:Thanksmyboy,bye

Basi:Bye

Hehungupandsighed....

Atthehospital...

Kanakocompletedhisdiagnosisandscribbleddown

theprescriptionthenhehandedthenurse...
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Kanako:(smiled)Mmamaletaatsayamolemo

kakwa...

Oldlady:(grunted)Ehe-papaa...Tankingwanaka.

Kanakowatchedhershakyhandsasshereachedfor

thesupportingstick...

Kanako:Mmaalenneketamoromaagotsaya...(to

thenurse)Gogetherprescription...

Nurse:Eerra

Thenursehurriedoutandclosedthedooras

Kanakohandedtheoldladyherstick...

Her:Banabaronamalatšiakedingakabarealagare

buasetswana,hasepeleretolokelwarealagiwake

makwekwerelemakgoa.Lebothale{Nowadaysour

doctorsareourlocals,it'snotlikebackinthedays
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whendoctorswerewhitepeopleandforeigners}

Kanako:(smiled)Tanki,realeka{Thankyou,weare

trying}

Her:Onyaleoagelelapaletaatsholabanababante

tota,osekawaletamadiagodiramonnawabasadi

bothe.{Youmust

Kanako:(laughed)Eemma.

Her:Mmagoosegohaditswetota

Kanako:Othokagetsekelemonnye

Her:Harewaabonangwanaka...

Thenursewalkedinwithherprescriptionand

explainedaboutthetakein.Kanakoopenedthedoor

forherthenshewalkedout.Hecheckedhistime

andsighedtakingoffhisgloves...

Kanako:Keyalunch'ng
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Hesteppedoutashisphonerang...

Kanako:Hello?

June:(screaming)Yesssssss!GPHjustcalledme....

Kanako:(smiled)Wow...Serious?

June:Yeah!!I'm packingmybagnow,ican'tbelieve

this...

Kanako:I'm sohappyforyou,butdoyouthinkit'sa

goodideaforustopartwhenyou'vejustdelivered

thebaby?GaboroneandMauniswaytooapart...

Distanceyaetoomuch..

June:Ican'tpassthisjob...I'llcomebackforthe

babyormaybeyou'llaskforatransfertoGabs.

Kanako:Youknowthereisshortageofdoctorsin

Letsholathebe,theywon'ttransferme

June:Wewillmakethiswork,don'tworry....Ijust

talkedtoAmane,sheiswillingtogiveushernanny

sincewetrustherandknowherasafamily...Ene

otabataanotherhelper.
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Kanako:Eish...ok,I'llbethereinafewminutes.

HehungupandsighedgettinginthecarasRetsile

parkednexttohim,theysmiledandshoulder

bumped...

Retsile:Heyman,what'sup

Kanako:I'm good,(laughed)Gatwetabeobotswa

dipotsokgantele?

Retsile:(laughed)Culturecanbeembarrassing...

Kanako:(laughed)Ibeenthere,alrightseeyou

around

Retsile:Surecuz

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

Incourt....
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MeanwhileBatsilesatbythebencheswithhishead

downwaitingforhiscase.Simbawalkedoverand

satnexttohim...

Simba:Whereareyourbrothers?

Batsile:Ihaven'ttoldanyoneyet

Simba:Youcan'tkeepthisawayfrom everyone,

maybeyourpersonalpropertiesyesbuttheLodge

willdefinitelymakeheadlines.Youneedtoatleast

tellyourwifewhatisgoingonbecauseherbusiness

isonthelinetoo...youmarriedincommunityof

propertysosheispartofthis.(Batsilekeptquiet)

Youtookloanstocoverherhealthbills,Sophiaand

thecostaroundtheoperations.Shewillunderstand

whyyou'rebroke.

Batsile:SheisgoingtoleavemeifI'm broke,I'm not

evenassumingiknowforafactshewillleaveme

forbeingbroke.I'velostherbeforeandihadtowork

hardtostandachanceagain...
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Batsilerubbedhishandstogetherlookingdownas

hislawyerwalkedover....

Lawyer:Hi...

Batsile:Hey

Simba:CanyoupleasetalktoBatsile?Howlongare

wegoingtokeepthisasecret?Hemighthavebeen

comingtocourtalonebutifGodforbidthe

judgementfavorsthebankthenhiswifewillbe

takendownwithhim.

Batsile:Idon'twanttolosemyfamily...Retaautwa

teng.

Lawyer:Mmekanawetalkedandyoupromisedme

you'llletyourwifeknowthatbothofyourhouses,

herbusiness,yourcarsandyourcompanyareonthe

line...Thebankisrequestingtoauctioneverything

soshemustknow.

Batsile:Maybetheywon'ttakethem akereI'm paying

everymonth.

Lawyer:You'renotpayingenoughsoarrearsare
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sinkingyoudeeperintodebtsthat'swhythebank

wantstoauctionyoursale.Thesheriffisreadyand

you'lldefinitelymakeheadlines.

Batsile:Idoubtthejudgewillgrantthem whatthey

want..

Thecourtdoorsopened...Everyonestoodupand

walkedin,Batsiletookadeepbreathandwalkedin

withhislawyerandSimba..

Batsiletookadeepbreathasthecasebegun...The

lawyertookthestandonbehalfofthebankthenthe

defendinglawyertookthestandonbehalfofBatsile

asanindividualandthecompany..

Aboutanhourpassedasthecourtjargonflew

aroundthecourtthenhejudgeleanedbackwiththe

finaljudgment.Batsile'sheartpoundedashestared

atthejudge...
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Judge:Theplaintiff'srequesthasbeengrantedfor

bothaccounts;thesum of2.1millionagainst

RiversideLodgeand1.2millionagainstBatsile

Motsumi.

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Bonussponsorcoming

up.

*

*
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AtRiversideLodge...

Batsilewalkedintheofficeandsatdowntakingoff

histiethenheleanedbackstaringatthewall,he

turnedstaringatAmane'spicture...Turnsouttoday

wouldbehislastwithher...Thelastofhismarriage

andthefamilyhe'dbeensacrificingforforyears.

Therewasaknockonthedoor...

Batsile:Comein...

ThedooropenedthenBameandKanakowalkedin..

Thebrothersstoodtherelookingathim,heturned

lookingatthem astearsfilledhiseyesthenhe

pinnedhiselbowsonthetableandburiedhisface

betweenhishands.
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Bamebrotherssteppedoverandhelpedhim upthen

theyhuggedhim foraboutaminute.Hestepped

backandrubbedhiseyeseyesuntuckinghisshirt...

Bame:Youknowitsnottheendright?

Kanako:Gaosuicidalakere?

Batsile:Ihavefourchildren,ican'tkillmyselfbago

nnamorwalowagamang...Ijust...Idon'tknow

what'snext

Bame:HaveyoutoldAmane?

Batsile:No..

Kanako:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouthinkAmane

wouldleaveyouforthedebtsyouacquiredtohelp

her,yousavedherlife.Sheisnotwhatyouthinkshe

is...Iknowitbrokeyourhearttoloseherthattime

butthingsaredifferent.

Bame:GapenakoyatengAmanewasn'treally

leavinghim forbeingbroke...Heknowsthat...He

wantedtobeatherandhadshenotlefthim he
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wouldhavebeatheratsomepointkoorehelathat

wasalearningcurveforhim goreifyoubeata

womanyouloseher.Sincethengaisealosehis

temperwithawoman,evennowgaleomanale

omanahelayoudon'tfight.Thatwastheissue

becauseifitwasaboutbeingbrokeAmanenkabe

agogannekomorakengbutshedatedyouknowing

you'rebroke...Pleasetellngwanaeverythingsoshe

cantalktoheremployeesaboutthebusinessbeing

auctioned.

Kanako:Herbusinessisbeingtakentoo?

Bame:Everythingsheownsisgoingtoo,they're

marriedincommunityofpropertysoalltheir

propertieswillbetaken.

Kanako:Uhnomanpleasetellher...

Batsile:Sheisgoingtoleaveme...Ievenfuckedup

cheatingthereisnowayshewillstay.Thattimeshe

saidgaolebrokeyoucan'tevenraiseyourvoice...

TotagaleitsegoreAmanecantalkevenwithacalm

personalitylikethat.Iwillneverforgetthenightshe

leftmeforDife...
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Bame:Giveherthebenefitofthedoubt...Iknow

you'reafraidshewillbreakyourheartbutyouhave

totellher...

Hisphonerangthenhesighedpicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Voice:Hi,it'sthemarriagecounsellor...Icalled

earlier...Willyoumakeittoourappointment?

Batsile:Yes,I'llbethere.

Voice:Thankyou

Hehungupandsighed...

Batsile:ShethinksI'm cheating..

Bame:Doyoublameher?

Kanako:Shedidgoodapproachingacounselor

though,otherswouldhavecheated
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Bame:Kopawegonnahonestduringcounselling

please...HaveyoutoldBasi?

Helookeddownandshookhishead...

Batsile:Keamotshaba...Nothisresponsetothe

casebutbecausethelasttimewetalkedi

misbehavedandsaidthingsishouldn'thavesaid.Ke

thokilemaitseoso...Ican'tevenfacehim.

Bame:Hehaspulledhimselfawayfrom us...

Probablybecauseofwhatwesaidrothebutheis

stillBasi.Icallhim andcheckonhim,hedoesn'tsay

muchbuthedoesn'thanguponme.

Kanako:Mmekanalennagaanchekeunlessicall

him,hedoesn'tshowanyangeroranything,hetalks

tomejustfinebuthenottheBasiiknow..

Bame:BatmanpleasetalktoBasi...

Batsile:Ican'tfacehim,notafterwhatIsaid.
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TherewasaknockonthedoorthentheCOOstuck

hisheadin...

COO:Sir

Batsile:Sure

Coo:Thestaffmembersareintheboardroom,I'm

abouttomaketheannouncement..Wouldyouliketo

joinus?

Batsile:I'm notemotionallyready.

Coo:Alright,(noddedtothebrothers)Afternoon

Both:Goodafternoon...

Thedoorclosedthenhepickedhissuitjacketand

lookedatthetime.

Batsile:Ihavetogo,tekeyegoutwagoregatwe

Amaneareng.Sheprobablywantsadivorce

Bame:Womenwhowantadivorcedon'tseek
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counselling,theycheatorjustleaveandsurround

themselveswithwomenwhowilltellthem tofight

forthemselvesblabla...Itwouldbeyouandyour

wifewithhergangofstrength.Ifawomanwantsto

workonhermarriageshefindshelpprivatelylike

thisortalkingtotheadults.Yourfearoflosingheris

toomuch,justrelax.

Theywalkedoutasheputonhisjacket...

AtAmane'soffice...

MeanwhileAmanesignedthecontractsandclosed

thefilesthenshepickedherphoneandwent

throughdifferenthotelsinKasane...Shesmiled

lookingsomehotelsFacebookpagesandclickedon

theirpackages,theywerequiteaffordablethenshe

wrotedowntheirnumber.Perhapsthisguyneededa

getaway,hopefullythecounsellingsessionswork

outfinesotheycouldtravel...
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Sheleanedbackthoughtfullyandsmiledlookingat

thecarsimilartotheoneBatsilesoldwhenshewas

sick...Shegoogledit'spriceandboywasit

expensive...Butifshesavedshe'ddefinitelybuyit

forhim...Perhapsthepressureofdoingtheloving

andcaringforeveryonethroughouttheyearshad

weighedhim down...

Themarriagecounsellorcalledthenshepicked...

Amane:Hello?

Her:Hi,I'm withyourhusbandandhewantsourfirst

sessiontobetoday.

Amane:(smiled)Really?Doeshelookpressured?I

hopehedoesn'tfeelforced...

Her:No,heisactuallygladyoutookthefirststep..

Amane:Ok,I'm onmyway.
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Shehungupandwalkedoutsmiling...

Atthemall(Gaborone)...

MeanwhileAmandasatintherestaurantdrinking

coffeewhiletypingonheripad,sheglancedather

girlsplayingwiththeotherchildreninthemall

playground...Koposliddowntheswingspreading

herarmswhiletheotherkidsfollowed.Yamesat

alonetalkingandpointing...

Shesighedandgotbacktothedocumentshewas

typingthenshereceivedamessagefrom aformer

classmate.

Her:Mycolleaguesaysshewon.Thejudgementhas

beenrendered.

Amanda: No,pleasetellmeyou'rejoking.

Her:I'm serious(forwardedapictureofthefinal
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order)Thejournalistwastheresoyou'llhearitfrom

thenewspapersverysoon.

Amanda: Yeithismademyday.Thanksfor

lettingmeknow.

Her: Whenshetoldmeneasaitsegorekeago

itse.Don'ttellanyoneitoldyou.

Amanda:Thanksbu.

Sheclosedthemessageandclickedonfacebook

typingapost...

{{Amanda:Asamanifyouleaveawomanwhois

buildingyou,pushingyoutobethebestyoucanbe...

Awomanwholovedyouwhenyouhadnothingthen

whenyouhaveeverythingyoubetrayherandgo

backtothesamewomanwhosaidandiquote"He

willneverbeanything,whatelsecanhebewithno

education?Hewillneverbeanything"thesetypesof

womenwillputyouindebtsandleaveyou.The

embarrassmentthatwillfollowyouwilldriveyouto
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commitsuicide.Becarefulmybrothers,theseother

genderisfocusedonmoney.Ifyouwantlovefind

yourselfaneducatedwomanwhopaysherownbills

andexpectnothingfrom youbutlove.}}

ShepostedandsighedasLikesandsharesstarted

rolling.

Comment:Preachsis

Comment2:Sharebuttonekaelove

Comment3:Nkarenkataggermongweamae

Comment4:Iknowsomeonelikethat,todayoepa

mesimaasenagonthala.Nnakehappygore

Comment4: Uhutroubleinparadise?

Amanda:(replied)Troubleinthesuburbslol

Replied: Letmecallyou..

Shereceivedacall...
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Amanda:Hello?

Voice:Yes,fillmein

Amanda:(laughed)Keasebammaskahetisare

emeledinewspapers....Waitseihavebeenwaiting

forthisguytofall....thiswillgivemepeace.Ican't

believethisboringcouplesurvivedthislong...

Voice:(laughed)Themmanjela,warewhat

happened...

Sheleanedbackandcrossedherlegschatting...

Atthemarriagecounsellor...

LateronAmaneopenedthedoorandwalkedin

whileBatsilesatontheotherchairinfrontofthe

counsellorstable...
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Sheclosedthedoorandsatdown...

Counsellor:Thankyouforjoiningus..Iwon'tsay

much,yourhusbandhassomethingtotellyou...

(turnedtohim)Youcangoon...

BatsileturnedhischairaroundandfacedAmane

thenhereachedoverforherhandsandlookedinher

eyes...

Amane'sheartskipped,thislookedlikethefaceofa

manaskingforapeacefuldivorce...

Batsile:Ichangedmypasswordbecauseiwas

gettingphonecallsandmessagesididn'twantyou

tosee...Iam indebtsandI'm afraidofmyown

phonebecauseeverycallthatgoesinitssomeone

remindingmeofsomethingIdidn'tpayorlawyers...
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Amane:Butmybusinessisdoingwell,wecanfind

waystopay.Ican-

Counselor:Oskamotsenaganong...

Batsiletookadeepbreathandswallowedlookingat

her...

Amane:Ok,sorryforinterrupting

Batsile:Igotamortgageloanforour5bedroom

house,thebankwassupposedtodeductacertain

amountfrom mepersonally...Thatwasmyonlyloan

andeverythingwasfinebecauseiwaspayingitjust

fine.Thenyougotsick,istartedgettingmoneyfrom

thecompanyaccounttopayforlittlethingsthatthe

medicalinsurancedidn'tcover....thencamethe

kidneytransplant...Ihadtogetabiggerloan,igotit

throughthecompanyanduseditpersonally-onyour

medicalexpenses.Wesearchedfordonorsand

foundnothinguntilTinasheofferedusSophiafor
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200Kithinkgakesafosebecauseheoriginally

wantedlikeamillion.Sophiaisanotherstoryfor

anotherday...Shewasn'tdoingitoutoflovelikeyou

think...AnywaysItoldhim I'm brokesowesettled

onthatbuttherewereotherexpenseslikeSophia's

recovery,shedidn'thaveinsurancesoeverything

wascash.Mytravelexpensesandhotelstaysin

China.Yourfoodandeverything.Thebusinessis

downandthecompanyismakinglessprofitasyou

knowdilotsatourism diseasonal.Youdon'tmake

thesameamountthroughouttheyear..Ihadtocut

expensesbylettingsomeemployeesgoandlower

mysalarybutnothingisbalancing.Myaccountant

gotabetterjobofferandleft,severalemployeesleft

andI'm nowoperatingwithnewlygraduates.I'm left

withSimbaandafewotherloyalemployeeswhose

salariesI'vehadtocut.It'sbad...I'vefailedtopaythe

loansforyearsandI'vebeendealingwiththis

lawsuitsecretlythepastcoupleofmonths.Today

thecourtorderedthatallourpropertiesbetakento

covertheloansandcourtfees...
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Hehandedherthepapers...

Batsile:Wearesupposedtovacatethehousewithin

21days,wecan'ttakeourcarsorhouseholds

becausethey'repartoftheorder.Thecompanyhas

beentakentoo...

Amane:I'llfindusahouse,wecansurviveonmy-

Batsile:Babe...they'retakingeverythingweown

includingthehouseyouboughtbeforewegot

marriedandyourbusiness...

Amanelookedatthe5pagedocumentandlooked

backathim...

Amane:Somybusinesstoo?

Batsile:I'm sorry...

Sheleanedbackastearsfilledhereyes...
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Batsile:I'm sorry

Amane:Idon'tunderstandwhyyou'dgothroughall

thesewithoutmewhenyoulostitallforme..

Batsile:Ithoughticouldhandleit..

Counsellor:Thetruthplease...

Batsile:(sighed)Ithoughtyou'dleavemeassoonas

youfindoutican'tgiveyouthelifeipromisedyou.

Amanelookedathim tearfullyandbrokedown

leaningoverherthighs,Batsilegentlyputhishand

overherheadandbrushedherhairdownthenshe

leanedbackandrubbedhereyes,thecounselor

handedheratissuethensherubbedhereyes...

Amane:Ithoughtyoudon'tloveme,iactually

thoughtyou'regoingtodivorcemeorsomething...I
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can'tbelieveyou'dtradeinyourcompanyformylife.

IloveyouBatsile,maybeidon'tknowhowto

expressmyselfbutiloveyou...It'sok,letthem take

everything...Wewillstartfrom thebeginningwith

nothing,iappreciatethatwearehealthyandwe

haveourchildren.That'sallthatmatters...I'm not

leavingyou...Gakesatholeketshoswakemadithe

rra,golohaonyetsemosadiyoolailweng(he

laughedwithreddisheyes)Youcouldhaveleftmeto

dieandgetinsurancemoneybutyoudidn't,instead

youriskedyourcompanyformeandithinknowit's

myturntoholdyourhand...Retaatshegiwakebatho

rotheit'sok.

Batsilestooduppullingherandhuggedher...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm tonight.

*

*
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AtBasi'soffice....

LateronBatsilesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedin

thebuildingtalkingtothephone...

Batsile:Hello?

Amane:Justcheckingifyouarrivedasagreedorran

offtoavoidaconfrontation.

Batsile:I'm here,ketensegorebabe...

Amane:Justrelax,heshouldn'thearitfrom the

newspaperoranyone.Don'texpecthim towelcome

youwithopenarms.KeBasiwaaitsekemothole

temper.

Batsile:Nowyou'rescaringme,togakeboa

Amane:(smiled)Goodluck.
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Batsile:Thankyouforeverything,Istillcan'tbelieve

everythingiheardinthatcounsellingsession.It's

amazinghowmarriedpeoplecanturnintostrangers,

ididn'tknowyou..

Amane:Ididn'tknowyou'recapableoflosing

everythingformeeither,iknewyousoldyourcarfor

thisonebut...I'm stillshocked.Ifeelbadfordenying

yougoodthings

Batsile:(smiled)Ooookey...

Amane:(laughed)Don'tgetanyideas...Gotalkto

bigbro.

Batsile:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedingreetingthefrontdesk

thenhepassedseveralofficesandknockedonthe

director'soffice...

Basi:Comein...
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Batsileslowlyopenedthedoorandsteppedinwhile

Basiseemedtohavebeeninameetingwithhis

assistantmanager.

Batsile:Goodafternoon..

Basi:(tothemanager)Thanksman,iwillhavealook

atthisandtalktoyou.

Manager:Thankyou

HestoodupandwalkedoutgreetingBatsileonhis

wayout.Hetookaseatanddrewinabitofair

beforeexhalingtryingnottoshowtheanxiety...

Basi:Tuckinyourshirt,oapereboata.Ifyouwantto

wearformalclothingthendoitrightorjustwear

causal.Respectyourcompanylogo.

Batsilestoodupandtuckedinhisshirt,somethings
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neverchange...Hefeltlikealittleboyatschool

instructedtotuckin...Butthenforsomereasonthis

gavehim hope.Bigbrowillalwaysbebigbro...

HetookadeepbreathandsatdownasBasilooked

athim...

Batsile:Iwenttocourttoday...Thecourtruledin

favourofthebank.Thesheriffwillbetakingmy

propertiesinacoupleofweeks.They'retakingmy

company,Amane'sbusiness,allourhousesand

households.Weareonlytakingclothes,eventhe

children'stoysarebeingtaken.

Basilookedathim foraminuteandsighed...

Basi:Ok,ketsayagoreyou'llhandleitwell.Gotaa

siama.
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Batsilelookeddown,definitelynottheanswerhe

wouldusuallygivebutbigbroleanedbackand

crossedhislegslookingathim...

Basi:It'sagoodthingyou'reacleverman,that

degreewillcomeinhandybecauseyoucanlookfor

ajobandworkasgeneralmanagerinahotelor

lodge..Right?

Batsile:Jobhuntingismyonlyoption.

Basi:Good..

Batsile:I'm sorryfor-

Basi:Don'tdothat...It'soveranddonewith.I've

steppedbacknotbecauseI'm angry,justbecause

youneedtohandleyourthingsonyourownand

learntoappreciateyourblessings.

Batsile:True

Basi:Anythingelse?Iwasinameeting

Batsile:Nothing...(stoodup)Congratulations,isaw

thenewtruckpassingatthebridge.Itsreallybig
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Basi:Thanks,closethedoorbehindyou.

Hepickedthetelephoneandpunchedsome

numbersthenBatsilewalkedout..

Batsilewalkedtothecartypinganannouncement

draft...

{Weregrettoinform youthatRiversideLodgewillbe

permanentlyclosed.Ourlastdayofbusinesswillbe

onthe31stofAugust.AfterthatdateRiversidewill

nolongerbeofferingitsservices.Thedecisionto

closedownthisbusinessisbeyondourcontroland

weenjoyedtherelationshipswithourcustomers

overtheyears.

Wewouldliketothankallofourcustomersthatwe

havedonebusinesswithovertheyears.Riverside

Lodgecouldnothavebeenassuccessfulasitwas

withoutyourloyalty.
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Sincerely,

Director

MrBatsileMotsumi}

HeforwardedthedrafttotheCOOandgotinthecar

thenhesatinsideforaboutfiveminutesdigesting

everythingbeforedrivingoff....

AtAmane'soffice....

MeanwhileAmanesmiledsadlylookingather

employees...

Amane:Iknowthatthisbusinessfeedsusall,iknow

thatyou'llbeunemployedforawhilebutit'sbeyond

ourcontrol.I'm gratefultobealivebecausethenit

meansicanopenanotherbusinessandcallyou.I

won'thireanyonebutyou.
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Theyallclappedhandssadly...

Amane:Pleaseexcuseme,

Shewalkedouttearfully,itwasthesinglemothers

she'dworkedwiththroughouttheyearswhovalued

theirjobs...Theexpectingfatherandthedriverwho

justtookaloan.

Shereceivedamessage...

Hubby:Heybabe,preparethepublicnoticesowe

canpostatthesametimeandbeatthenewspapers.

Amane: Alreadytypedit.Ijustwantedtoupdate

theworkersbeforethepublicannouncement.

Hubby:Clevergirl 5,4,3,2,1,go!
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Sheclickedonhersavedannouncementandposted

onherbusinessFacebookpage.

Itiswithaheavyheartthatwemustletyouknow

that31stAugustwillbethelastdaythatyoucan

visitourshopAmsYummycantering.Afterthatdate,

wewillnolongerbeofferingourservicestothe

public.Wewantyoutoknowthatwedidourbestto

avoidgettingtothispointbutthecircumstances

pushedourhand.

Still,wewouldlikeyoutoknowhowmuchwe

appreciateyourloyaltytous.Wecouldn’thave

lastedaslongaswedidwithoutyou.Itisyour

interestandyoursupportthatmadethisbusinessa

reality.Theannouncementofournewbusinesswill

bepostedrighthereonourpageverysoon.

Regards;

Owner
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MrsAmaneBatsileMotsumi}

Shepostedandclickedonherpersonalaccount,she

selectedpicturesofherselfduringthekidney

diseasetreatment,herselflyingonthebedasBatsile

dozedoffnexttoher,him huggingherinherhospital

gown,lastdayontreatmentandthepictureoftheir

ringhandsafterthecounsellingsessiontoday...

Amane'spost:Sotodayisagreatandinteresting

day...Ifoundoutthatmyhusbandhasbeencrippled

bythedebtsheacquiredwhileiwasbedridden.As

ofnowwehavenothingbutoneanother.Hegaveup

everythingheworkedsohardforthroughoutthe

yearsjusttohaveme...Iam trulyblessed.Ilovemy

husbandandiknowhewillbounceback.I'llberight

hereholdinghishand...Maybethisisthefreshstart

weneeded, timetohustleanotherhouseinthe

suburbspartner. ♀Godidon'tknowwhat

tomorrowwillbringbutIhaveakidney,aloving

husbandandhealthychildren.That'sallineed,
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you'reagoodGod!

Shesmiledandpostedthenshegotinthecarand

droveoff.Amanda'scommentnotificationtinged...

Amanda:Happilymarriedpeopledon'tpostone

anotheronFacebook.Theoneswhoareputtingupa

showaretheoneswhoposteachother.Let'sjust

hopenobabyortwopopsup.Heyyouknowwhat

theysayaboutleopards.

*

*

*
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Amanereadhercommentandsighedthoughtfully

thenshepulledonthesideoftheroadandtypeda

reply...

Amane:Maybeifyouwereactually-

Shestoppedtypingonthewayandcancelled

everythingasherheartpoundedwithanger...She

hadjusttherightwordsandammunitionto

embarrassherbutitwasn'tworthit...theimageof

herjustendedcompany,heremployees,potential

customerswiththenewbusinessandherinlaws.

Allthesepeopleseeingheractchildishonfacebook

wasn'tworthit...Besidesthegoalofthepostwasto

appreciatenottogivetheFacebookcommunitya

wrestlingmatch.SheleftAmanda'scomment

unattendedanddroveoffasherphonerang...
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Amane:Hello?

Batsile:SomeonejustsentmeAmanda'scomment.

Don'trespondtoherautwa?

Amane:Iwon't,Ihadactuallytypedareplybuti

deleteditandignoredher.

Batsile:Yeah,peopleknowwhat'sgoingonandthey

willbewaitingforthatdrama...sheislookingfora

situationwhereyou'reboththrowingshotson

facebookpeoplevisitingheraccountandyoursgo

nnaentertainmentyabatho.Wecannotaffordto

behavelikethat.Molese,weapologisedtoherand

itsnotenoughforher.

Amane:Ok,

Batsile:I'm onmywayhometogetreadyforthe

meetingwagaBree,arewrgoingtogether?

Amane:yeah,I'llbethereinaminute.

Shehungupanddroveintoafillingstationand

poppedthepetrollid,thefuelattendantwalkedover
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andgrabbedthepump..

Him:Ma'am

Amane:Hi,tshelakaP100

Him:Ok..

HepumpedthefuelandclosedthelidthenAmane

tookouthercard,hepickedthemachineand

swiped...Areceiptrolledout...

Him:Yadecline

Amane:That'sweird,ihavemoneyinthere...Tryit

again.

Hetriedagainandthesamereceiptrolledout,she

receivedabanknotificationaboutnothavingthe

righttoaccesstheaccountanderrorwhatwhat.
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Amane:Heebathong!

Shepickedherpurseandsearchedforcashbutshe

onlyhadP50thenshedialedBatsile...

Batsile:Hello?

Amane:Mycardisdeclining?Dotheyalsofreeour

accounts?

Batsile:Idon'tknow,youmightberightaboutthat...I

waspayingearlieranditdeclinedbutithought

gakenamadiandpaidwithcashinstead.Mmekana

iwasn'ttoldanythingkadiaccount

Amane:I'm atthefillingstation,ketshetsekaP100

mmeketshwereP50.

Batsile:Whoisatthepump?

Amane:Thatshortguywammeseoratanggorwala

diglove.

Batsile:Tellhim I'llgivehim thebalancelater,retaa

hetakaeneonorwaytoth3meeting.Heknowsme
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Amane:Ok,bye

Shehungupandlookedathim...

Amane:TherrawenaacceptthisP50fornow,my

husbandwillsortyouout.

Him:WaBMW ewhite?

Amane:Yes,hefuelshereallthetime.I'm sorry.

Him:Aslongasitsbeforetheendoftodaybecause

theywilldeductitfrom mypayifyoudon'tpay.

Amane:Thanksforunderstanding.

Him:Sure...

Shestartedthecaranddroveoff....

AtAmanda'sHouse...
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LateronAmandaunlockedthedoorandclickedon

herphone,shehadover20replies,allwomen

attacking...

Reply:Obitterthe,aren'tyouthesamepersonwho

announcedthedeathofsisteracoupleofyearsago?

Youmustbesopainedshesurvived.

Reply2:You'reright,keene.Checkherwall.Allher

postsareaboutthisguyandhisfamily.Shem i

actuallyfeelsorryforher.

Reply3:Gatwegaalekiwekebanna,leskamo

blamerthata.

Reply4:Mmekanaeneomontehelasente..

Reply5:Gongwekefacehelakukuehedilehencea

senamonna.

Amandareadjustafewrepliesthenshedeletedher

comment.Shelockedthedoorandputdownher

handbagassomeonetaggedherinapostbysome

womanshedidn'tknow.
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Woman:(postedthescreenshotofhercomment)

Whydidyoudelete?Idon'tunderstandwhyit's

alwayssinglepeopletellingmarriedpeoplethat

they'renothappy.Kerayagoreijustsawaposton

herwallsayingsheisaproudsinglemother,nowo

batangmotabengtsamanyaloletšaleiseoeapare?

Bathothisladykanankilealatolathiswoman.

Afriendtaggedher:Comelikethis

Sheignoredthepostandcameacrossherpicture

withAmane,funnyenoughtheyusedapictureofher

from waybackandAmane'spicturesittinginthe

officewithacaptionof"bloodsisterthatnever

madeittothescreenplusthewiferefusedtodie

"

Severalpicturesofherselfcirculateduntilthey

postedherdaughterswithcaption"Test-tube
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babies"Missproudsinglemotherdoesn'tevenhave

awombtobeginwith. .Insteadoffixingher

rottenwombsheislecturingmarriedpeopleabout

socialmedia.Whodeliveredthesebabies?Comeget

yourbabiesthiswomaniscrazy.

Shereadthepostandclickedonthecomments..

Comment:Bamaswenyanajanglebone.

Comment2:Theyweretrulymadeinalab,those

nosesarecommunicating,thedoctorusedtoo

muchinjectionthere.

Comment3:Noladiesplease,notchildren.

Herphone,herheartskippedasshelookedatthe

unfamiliarnumber...didthebullymovetoherphone..

Amanda:Hello?

Malevoice:Hi,it'soneofyourfriendsfrom
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Facebook.Isentyouafriendrequestlastyear

becauseyoucaughtmyattentiononpeopleyoumay

know.Wehavenevertalkedbeforeandinever

commentonyourpost,iwasjustwatchingyoufrom

adistanceandifeltlikeyou'regoingthrough

somethingbuttodaykgaitsadiakakeutulegoreke

goleletse...(noisybackground)Don'tmindthesound

inthebackI'm ataconstructionsite..

Amanda:Ok?

Voice:MynameisLeruo,whyareyouafterthese

people?Mysisterwhyareyousoangry?

Amanda:Whichpeople?

Leruo:Don'tplaydumbbecauseyouknowexactly

whoI'm talkingabout.(angrily)Wantenabecausei

feellikeyou'realwaystryingtofindwaysto

embarrassyourselfinfrontofeveryone...Howcan

onepersonbesointelligentandsociallydumb?Do

youeverjustlookinthemirrorandnoticehow

beautifulyou're.GaonaengkantegolokoGaborone

koo?
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Shelookeddownembarrassedandscratchedinside

hereartryingtofindtherightwords...

Leruo:Tsenaonfacebookanddeactivateyour

accountbecausepeoplearenowattackinginnocent

childrencallingthem labrats.You'reluckytheydon't

haveaafatherbecauseifitwasmychildrenI'ddeal

withyouforputtingthem throughthis.Osotelang

banaronarebathoka?Whyodirajalo?

Amanda:Ididn'tknowadultscandothattochildren.

Leruo:Hangupanddeactivateyouraccountbogolo

reprotectebana,I'm hangingupok?Dirajalonow

Amanda:Ok

Hehunguponherthenshedeactivatedheraccount

andsatdown,hecalledback...

Amanda:Hello?

Leruo:WaregorilengolemodumomoFacebook?
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Amanda:(sighed)Sorry

Leruo:Gaodirisitsweyoudon'tcryforever.Wehave

beenusedtoobutyoudon'tseeuspostingonsocial

mediaattackingpeople.Emisamokgwaoo,wa

nkutwa?

Amanda:Eerr

Leruo:Iknowostubborn,trustmeI'vebeenstalking

youfor2years.Iknowyoudon'tlistenmmeI'ddeal

withyouproperly,iknowyou'llstopthenafter2

monthsyoupostsomething.

Amanda:(laughed)Otantheng?

Leruo:Ketagoshapa...(calmly)Buthowareyou

doing?

Amanda:Justalittledepressedandembarrassed

butillbeOK.

Leruo:Canibookyouaflightwithyourdaughters

otekwano?

Amanda:KwanokaeLeruo,idon'tknowyouthat

much.Ijustknowthatyoulikecommentingon

newspapersandtalkingfootballwithyourbrothers.
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Leruo:(smiledsurprised)Waityouknowmybrothers?

Amanda:(laughed)Oneofthem onceposteda

pictureofthethreeofyougettingoutofthepool.

Beforethatididn'tknowyouakereyoupostyourself

onfacebookonceinabluemoon.

Leruo:Uhgreat,iwasworriedimightbeastranger

toyou.Mybrotherisacopandtheotherisasoldier

soI'm easytotraceifyoudon'tfeelsafe...Icanalso

sendyoumymother'saccount,myfriendson

Facebookarealsofamilyandfriends..

Amanda:(laughed)YourmotherisonFacebook?

HowoldareyouLeruo?Kanahagongwemmeleone

keobonaelegogolahelammeoleke2000,howcan

yourmotherknowFacebook.

Leruo:(laughed)I'm wayolderthanyou.Mymother

wastheministerofTrade,goratiwabokgarebeke

sgogosateng.KanabatsadibadiFacebookbaa

kgoreletsannaibilekehidermythingstheyoungest

brothereneblockedhergoreaskammonaajola

jola.WarengwarekeleletseAirBotswanaandbook

3seats?
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Amanda:(laughed)Towhere?

Leruo:Maun,I'm constructingmantuaBHC,the

mmanchekelebonnana?Takethisasawaytoget

overFacebookdrama...

Amanda:Ican'tvisitastrangerwithmykids

Leruo:Thereasoniwantedyoutocomewiththem

isbecausewearenotgoingtodoanythingandi

didn'twantyouworryingaboutwhetherthenannyis

takingcareofthem.Don'tgivemeananswernow,

thinkaboutit.I'llsendyoumyIDsandcompany

detailsthenI'llgiveyoualinktomymother's

accountandbrothers.Takeyourtimeandcross

checkmethenletmeknowifishouldbookthe

ticketsandifyoutrustyournannyit'sstillfine.Ijust

wantedafriendlyvisitandifeellikeiknowboYame

becauseI'vebeenwatchingthem growupinfrontof

myeyes.

Amanda:I'llthinkaboutit..Wenarraobogaleyou

scaredmeearlier

Leruo:Mmekanathat'snothing,waituntilyoupost

againorsayanythingtothatwoman.Obatathupa
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wena

Amanda:(laughed)Uhusorryrra

Leruo:(laughed)Shapo.

Shehungupsmiling...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LateronAmanesatdownwiththechildrenwhile

Batsilestoodbytalkingtothephone...

Batsile:Alright,thankyou.Isentthemoneyforthe

rent.Bye

Hehungupandsatdownjoininghiswife..

Batsile:Heyguys,mamaandihavesomethingtotell

you..
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Amane:Tomorrowwearemovingoutofthishouse,

wearenottakinganythingexceptourclothes.You'll

bemovingtoanewschooltoobecausewedon't

havemoney.Daddyusedallthemoneywehadto

paythehospitalsoicanbehealthy.

Chase:(smiled)Soyou'llneverbesickagain?You

don'tneedanymorekidneys?

Amane:(laughed)No

Diamond:Wherearewestaying?

Batsile:Wearegoingtostayina2bedroom house,

allofyouwillbesharingaroom butit'sonlyfora

whileuntilmamaandicanfindjobs.

Lelentle:Isthereapoolthere?

Amane:Nope,noplaygroundeither

Losika:I'm stayinghere,idon'twanttogowithout

thepool.

Batsile:Otsiwele?

TheyalllaughedasLosikapoutedfoldinghisarms...
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Amane:(singing)Tsiwelengwanakangwanaka..Ke

rilearetsamae,wareosalelantwana

TheyalljoinedinsingingforLosikaashelaughed

embarrassed...

Losika:Fine,I'llgo...

Batsilelaughedandpickedhim upasheturnedto

theotherchildren...

Batsile:Thingsaregoingtobedifferentguysok,all

thenicethingswillstopandyou'llhavetobebig

boysandgirlssomom andicanmotivatedright?

All:Yes!

Batsile:Hereistothesmallhouse...Ready?
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Theyallfistbumpedandparted....

Amane:Wearegoingtothemeeting,wewillbeback.

All:Ok

BatsileandAmanewalkedout....

AtBree'smother's...

LateronBatsileandAmanewalkedinthemeeting

andsatdownashisfatherconcluded...

Uncle:Sowejustwanttohearfrom youbecause

whenweaskedherwhodidthistoheryourname

cameup.Akewenamongwamorwaloo?

RetsileturnedlookingatBreeasshesatonthe

carpetwithchubbycheeksandalittlebump.
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Retsile:Eerra

Uncle:Whatareyourintentions?

Retsile:That'spartofwhymyfamilycameallthe

way.Theywilltalktoyouafterthemeetingbecause

kebatangwanaagorogelamolwapeng.

Theunclenoddedsmiling,Breelookedupathim

surprisedandcoveredhermouth,sittingnexttoher

Amanesmiledandhuggedher.

AfterthemeetingtheMotsumibrotherswalked

towardsthecarswhileBatsilewasstillstandingwith

Retsilechatting...

Bame:Batsile'scompanywillbeactioned,canwe

contributeandbuyit?

Kanako:Icanonlycontribute200K,idon'twantto

haveadebtbiggerthanthat.That'sifheevenagrees
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hehasalwaysbeenrefusingbecausearehedoesn't

wanttotakedownthewholefamily.

Bame:Icanstretchmyselfto300,ihadtocover

Sophia'slawsuitsoican'taffordanythinghigher

thanthatbutiknowBasihasgoodcreditbecause

hebuysthingscash.Youcangetaloanandcover

theremainingbalancethecompanywillsurelypay

back.

Basi:No,I'm notmessingmyfinancesforanyone.I

preachedaboutthisandtriedtooffermylittle

knowledgeevensuggestedafinancialadvisorbuti

wasabullysono.Iknewitwouldcomebacktome

butnotthistime.Lethim handleit.I'm onlyoffering

moralsupportandonlyifitsneeded,ifnotI'm out.

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff.

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmandabasedherdaughters
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andplacedthem onthebedasherphonerang...

Amanda:Hello?

Leruo:Hi,

Amanda:Hi

Leruo:Haveyouthoughtaboutit?

*

*

Bonussponsorcomingupshortly.Makesuretolike

tounlockthebonus.

*

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmandabasedherdaughters

andplacedthem onthebedasherphonerang...

Amanda:Hello?

Leruo:Hi,

Amanda:Hi

Leruo:Haveyouthoughtaboutit?

Amanda:Yes,butI'llcomealone.I'llbringthegirls

onmynextvisit.

Leruo:Sweet,(lookedatthetime)butnowit'slate.

Gorayagoreyou'recomingtomorrowright?

Amanda:Yeah,itwillgivemetimetosortmyselfout

andtalktomynanny.
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Leruo:Great,seeyoutomorrowthen.

Amanda:Bye,wait...Doyouhaveagirlfriend?Wife?

Leruo:I'm notmarried...

Amanda:Okthen,bye

Leruo:Bye

Shehungupthenshewalkedinthebathroom where

sheliftedherarm andlookedatherbushyarmpits,

sheopenedhershavingpackandbegunshaving

thenshesteppedoverthetubandshavedherlegs

beforehereyeslandedonherbushypubics.She

shavedandevenkneltonthecarpetshavingher

behindincaseconstructionboylikesitfrom behind

like...Sheneededtocontrolherthoughts,replace

anythingthathadtodowiththepastwithsomething

neworatleastjustexpectations...Reasonable

expectations.Itwasabouttimeshemovedon,now

thatshewasthinkingaboutitassheshavedherass

thoseladiesmayhavebeenright...Likeherwise

lectureroncesaid,criticism isn'tallnegative,some

areeyeopeners...Shenevernoticedpeoplewere



Iam

watchingherorwhattheythoughtabouther...The

deepershethoughtaboutthemoreembarrassingit

got.Evenwhenshethoughtshewasusinghidden

languagepeopleknewshewasgoingonandon

aboutanexfrom yearsago...Evenannouncingthe

deathofhersister,somethingthatwasasincere

mistake...

Shestoodupandlookedatherselfonthemirror,

whendidshebecomethisdesperateclingywoman...

Noonefrom allherexshadeverhadsomuch

controloverherlife,sheneverhatedanyoneandshe

waseventalkingtoallherexs...Whathappenedwith

Batsile?Couldithavebeenthathewasconnectedto

afamilymember...Whatwasshethinkinghittingon

hersister'sexboyfriendandnowtheworldknew...

Whoeventoldthem mendon'thitonherorthather

childrenwerefrom asurrogate...Tearsfilledher

eyesthensatdown,shethrewtheshavingstickin

thebinandwipedhertears...Wassheevenreadyfor

anotherrelationship?She'dstillfacethesamething

shefacedinherpreviousrelationship...Everyman
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wantshisownchildandsurrogacycostsanarm and

aleg...Wassheevenreadyforanotherheartbreak?

Thisguyprobablyjustwantedtousethis

opportunitytosleepwithher...Maybeshejust

neededtostayawayfrom menandjustfocusonher

children.Itstartedgoodlikethiswiththeother

relationshipsbutitalwaysendedwithtears,she

didn'tevenendtherelationships,theyalwayswalk

awayfrom herorchooseanotherwomanoverher...

ShepickedherphoneanddialedLeruo...

Leruo:Hi

Amanda:Hey,don'tbooktheflight.

Leruo:yousounddown,what'sgoingon?

Amanda:Idon'twanttobedisappointed,idon'tthink

you'dunderstandbutonlysinglepeoplewill

understandthatyoureachapointwhereyou're

afraidtotrybecauseyouknowit'sgoingtoendin

tears.I'm tiredofsuffering,bathobaFacebookare
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right.Kebitterandnoamountofcounsellingwill

solvemyproblemsuntilnnakebonagoreI'm the

problem andinéedtime.Ifyoudon'tmindyou'llwait

formetogetmythoughtstogether.

Leruo:Ketekoo?{shouldicomethere?}

Amanda:Gawatheogelagolokoo?{didn'tyousay

you'reworkingthere}

Leruo:OntsenyastresskanaibileI'm vacuumingthe

carpet,kethatswamabotaledimicrowavewhenI'm

doneI'm goingtobuynewbedding.{Butyou're

stressingmeout,iwasexcited...I'm busy

vacuumingthecarpetandcleaningthewalls}

Amanda:Ijustneedtime,I'lltalktoyouwhenI'm

ready.

Leruo:You'rejusthavingcoldfeet,I'm notaskingfor

sex...Wewon'tbehavingsexthat'swhyiwanted

youtocomewiththekids,ijustwantedtohang

aroundwithyouandcheeryouup...Yarelationship

reetsayareiketile,trustmeyou'renotemotionally

readyforarelationship.Iwantustoworkonthat

beforenkabuasepe...Takwanothemmakeago
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kopa?Kebukaflightautw?

Amanda:Notnow.Thanksforunderstanding.

Shehungup....

AtBame'sHouse....

LaterthateveningBamewalkedinthebedroom

whereDivasittinginfrontofthedressingtable

massagingthescaronherneckwithscaroil...

Bame:Heybabe...Weneedtotalk..

Sheturnedaroundstillmassagingherself...

Diva:Yeah?

Henoticedhowbigherbumpwasgrowingand

smiledlookingather...
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Bame:Comehere...Comesitonmylap,wantto

touchthatlittlelady...

Shesmiledandwalkedoverinherpantiesandsat

onhislap...

Bame:(spokecaressingherbump)Asyouknowmy

brotherisbeingevicted,everythingheownshas

beentakensoihavetohelpout...Iwanttoborrow

him oneofthecabssohecangoby,I'llberemoving

thebrandingsoitcanbeaprivatecar.

Divasmiledlookingathim....

Diva:Iappreciatethatyouthinkyouneedmy

permission,youcanhelphim...Youdon'thavea

choice.
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Stillcaressingherbumphelookedupandkissedher

whileshesatonhislap...

Bame:HaveyoutalkedtopapaandmamainMutare?

Italkedtomyuncleandthey'rereadytogetstarted.

Diva:No,idon'twantmyparentstogetthatdowry...

Theykickedmeoutwheniwasjustateenager,i

neededthem themostbuttheydidn'tcare.I

sufferedinSouthAfricauntilisettledinandfound

friendstherestillnoonefrom myfamilycared.

Bame:BabemagadiinMaunisabigdeal,ifwejust

gosignwithoutourparentswearenotmarried.You

won'tberecognisedasadaughterinlaw...Ifthereis

anythingthatisabigdealduringthewedding

preparationsitsthedowry.Ifyouidon'tpaydowry

youwon'tgettšale,thatlittlecolorfulthingmarried

peopleweartoattendweddings,wewon'tattend

meetings...Iwanttherealthinglikemybrothers,

otherwisemyuncleswon'tevensitmedownand

talktomeaboutmarriage.Ifwefightelderswon'tbe

partofit...Canyoujustforgivethem mylove?Ineed
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todothingsproperly...InBotswanamagadiis

marriage..

Diva'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedathim,the

memoryofherwalkingalongtheroadatnight,

askingforaccommodationfrom strangersand

doingallthesewhilewithachildwhenherparents

werehomeintheirwarm cosyhouse...Hehugged

herasshebrokedowncrying...

Bame:Forgivethem

Diva:Theydidn'tevensaysorry

Bame:Africaneldersneversaysorryevenhere...

Allowmetomarryyouproperlysowecanbe

blessed...I'm doneplayingaround.Iwantaproper

family...ifI'm goingtoevertakepartinKanako's

weddingpreparationsI'llhavetobeproperlymarried.

Thatmeansbeingnurturedintothismarriagething

byelders.

Diva:Ok...I'llcallthem..
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Bame:Thankyou...

Diva:OhTshidiwasherealldayplayingwithJunior.I

gavehim P100forshoes,hewasplayingwithschool

shoes.

Bame:Alright,thanks...

Shegotoffhim andsatinfrontofthemirror

massagingherscar.....

AtKanako'sHouse...

LateronKanakowalkedinthehouseasthenanny

stoodinthemiddleofthehouseshushingthebaby...

Kanakoputdownthekeysandgothim.

Nanny:Heisrefusingtodrinkformula

Kanako:Letmetry
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Heputthebottleinhismouth,thebabysuckedonce

andcried...

Nanny:Ievenhaveaheadache..

Kanako:Idon'tknownow

Nanny:Iforgotmytoiletrybag,canigogetit?

Kanako:Ihaveashiftka7

Nanny:Iwon'tbelong..Itsimportant,I'm onmy

period.

Shegotherphoneandwalkedout,Kanakosatdown

holdinghissonashecriedinhisarms.Fiveminutes

passedwhilehecontinuedcryingthenheputhim on

thecarseatandclickedhim onbeforegettinginand

goingforadrivewithhim ashekeptquietand

eventuallyfellasleep...

AtBatsile'shouse...
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MeanwhileBatsileandAmanepackedtheirclothes

inbagswhileeachchildpackedtheirclothesintheir

rooms..

Chase:(walkedin)Am itakingmymotorbike?

Batsile:No,nobiggertoys..nobicycles,noquad

bikes,noskatingboards..You'retakingstuffedtoys

only

Chase:Idon'tplaywithbabytoys

Batsile:Iknowbuddy,gopackyourstuff.

Hesighedandwalkedout,Amanestoodbythe

wardrobetakingdownhersuitsthensheopenedher

shoesection...Fullofhighheelsandsneakers...

Amane:I'm goingtohavetosellthis,therewon'tbe

spaceplusihaven'twornthem inawhile..

Batsile:Yeah..
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Hisfatherthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?

RragweBasi:Batsilewee?

Batsile:Rra?

RragweBasi:Whereareyou?

Batsile:I'm homepacking

RragweBasi:Comehere,thereissomethingwe

needtotalkabout.

Batsile:Keeng?

RragweBasi:Comehere.

Batsile:Ok,I'm coming.

Hehungupandsighedstandingup...

Batsile:Keabitswa

Amane:Ok,Shap
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Hegrabbedasweaterandputitonashewalkedout

andrandownstairs,hepickedthecarkeysand

walkedinthegaragethenhedroveout...

AtBree'smother's...

Lateronhedrovethroughthegateandparkednext

Retsile'scarthenhesteppedoutconfusedasto

whethertogotothemainhousewhereBreestayed

withRetsileorgobehindattheguesthouse.

Hewalkedtowardsthemaindoorandknocked

beforewalkinginwhileherfathersatonthecouch

withBreeandRetsile...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm.

*
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BatsilelookedatBreesearchingforanswersinher

eyesandsatdownashisheartpounded...

Batsile:Dumelang...

Retsile:Surecuz

Bree:Hi

Him:Yourcousinapproachedmeearliertodayafter

gettingthenews,shewasthinkingsinceyou're

beingkickedout.Youandyourfamilycanmovein

here...It'sathreebedroom house,theboysandthe

girlscanseparatewhileyoutakethemaster

bedroom withyourwife..

Bree:I'llusethebachelorpadattheback,itwon't

evenbelongbecauseRetsileandiarehopingthe

weddingwillhappenbeforeigivebirthsoonafterI'll

bemovinginwithhim.Ican'tputinatenantwhen
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myfamilyisoutthereduringadifficulttime

especiallywithchildren.

Retsile:Ibiletheprimaryschoolisjustbythecorner.

Batsilelookeddownforaminuteturnedbacktohis

father...

Batsile:Wehavealreadyfoundahouse.

Him:Butyouhaven'tmovedin,thisiswhatyou

need...Howwillyoupayrent?Youneedtosavethat

moneyforthingslikebedsforthechildren.

Batsile:Iunderstandbut-

Him:Wenakanaobolawakepridengwanaka,outof

allmychildrenyou'rethemoststubbornandprideful

child.Itoldheryou'llrejectthis.

HelookedatBreeandlookedaway,itwashardto

explainletalonepicture...Hedidn'twanttoimagine

himselfstayingwithBreeandhavingtoconstantly
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controlhimselforeventuallylosecontrolandputhis

wifethroughanotherembarrassingepisode.

Batsile:Iwilltalktomywifethenandletyouknow

whatshethinks.TotakahatshwanelongI'm not

supposedtomakesuchdecisionsaloneespecially

becauseitinvolvesusall.

Him:That'sverytrue,talktoherthenwecantakeit

from there.(stoodup)Letmego,ihavetogosee

youruncleaboutBame'sissue.KeBamekahaka

magadiaZimbabwekeBreekahakamagadileene

Bree:Regotshwerekadiwashene,atleastBame

isn'tunderyourcontroloeteladimeetingshela.

Him:True

Hewalkedout,Batsilelookedatherlittlelipsasshe

spokeandpushedherhairbackthenhestoodup

andsighed...

Batsile:Cousieweethanksforyourhelpey
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Bree:Sure,anytime

Retsilestoodupandwalkedoutsidewithhim as

theyapproachedthecar...

Retsile:Iknowwearenotthatcloseoranythingbut

ifyouneedhelpjustgivemeacall.Iknowhowit

feelstobeinapositionwhereyoucan'tprovidefor

yourfamily.Itwon'tbeeasyandastimegoeson

thingswillgettoughandyoumightevenstart

differingwithideas..

Batsile:Thanksman,I'llrememberthat...Howyour

brother?

Retsile:Heisgood,heshouldbevisitingnextweek...

Kanakoremindsmeofhim kabohema.

Batsile:(laughed)Yookebatihelayoo...

Breesteppedoutofthehouseholdinghisringing

phoneandhandedittoRetsilethenhestepped

asideandpicked.BatsilelookeddownasBree
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lookedathim...

Bree:Areyouok?

Batsile:Yeah,I'm good...(lookedatherlittlebump)

howfaralongareyou?

Bree:5months,whyareyouasking?

Batsile:Just...Ican'tlosemyfamilyovermistakesi

madeunderalotofstressandthedepressionIwas

goingthroughmonthsback.

Bree:Youcanrelax,gaseyagagokegoboleletse

lasttimeakere?

Batsile:Idon'twanttohurtmywife...Ourmarriage

counsellingmademefeelbadaboutwhathappened.

Bree:Iknow,butitsnotyours.Ipromise

Batsile:Ifit'smineeveryonewillknow

Bree:BathongBatsilestoppanicking,it'snotyours..

I'm 5monthspregnant.Isthatwhyyou'reafraidto

moveinwithus?Pleasetellmeyou'reoverwhat

happenedbetweenus...Santseobetswakeletswalo
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nakoe?Idon'tunderstandwherethisguilty

consciousiscomingfrom,monthsbackyoudidn't

evencareandyouwantedtocarryonnowyou're

panickingwaymorethanme.

Batsile:It'showthingsturnedout...Ilovemywife,i

didn'tknowshelovesmeevenwithoutmoneysoit's

abigdealandthewayshereactedtowardsmy

debtsifeelguilty.Ijustwanttopretendnothing

happenedandmoveon.(sighed)Cominghereisa

badidea...Plusidon'tunderstandwhyistillfeela

littlebitattractedtoyouwheniknowforsureilove

mywife...Ifeelverybadforthewayifeelthat'swhy

iwanttostayawaybecauseifyoucomeonmei

mayfailtocontrolmyselfthenloseeverythingi

workedhardfor.Ketshabatemptationthataand

thingswillbeawkwardforme...Retsileismuch

closertomethananyofyourcousins.Itsevensad

thatwearekingofbecomingfriends...

Breelookedinhiseyessadlythenshehuggedhim,

hehuggedherbrieflyandsteppedbackscratching

hishead...
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Bree:Sorry,ididn'tknowitwasthatbad.Forget

movinginthenthoughiknowforsureicancontrol

thesituationbecausennagompienojaanaifeel

moreclosertoyouasfamilythanwhatwehad

before,itwaspowerfulyesbutitended.Ialsolike

yourwifeandchildren...Wenakegoreotshoga

thata,oakanyathatamaybeit'sbecauseorapedisa

notbeingdumpedbutyouneedthishouse.That's

thehonesttruth...Youcan'taffordrentwithsomany

children...Weareafamily,ourparentsfailedtokeep

thefamilycloserbutronarekadirabetterandour

childrencanbecloser.Youdon'thavethemoneyfor

rentkabanaba4,Basiisnothelping...Bameis

preparingforaweddingandheismarryingfrom as

farasMutare...itwillbeexpensivetotransport

peopleandall.Kanakoleeneithinkheiswitha

newborn...Everyonehassituationsoifyourenta2

bedroom houseandpay4Kpermonthosabereke,

wherewillyougetthegroceryfor4kids...akanya

hela.

Batsile:It'snotworththerisk.
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Bree:Ok,kathaloganya.I'm justhappyyouknowshe

lovesyouevenwithoutmoneyandyou'rewillingto

protectthat..

Retsilewalkedover...

Retsile:Theyneedmeatwork.

Batsile:Mmeketsamaeguys...thanksforyouroffer..

Bree:sure

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtBatsile'sHouse....

MeanwhileAmanetuckedinthechildrenand

switchedoffthelightsthenshewalkedtothe

bedroom tyingherhair,thephonerangthenshe

hurriedupandpicked...
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Amane:Hello?

Amanda:Hi

Amane:Whatdoyouwantnow?

Amanda:I'm sorryformycommentonfacebook,it

waswrongandunnecessary.8won'tbetroubling

youanymorekeapromisa.

Amane:It'salwaysthesamethingwithyou,justdo

whatmakesyouhappyandalsocelebrateifitgives

youpeace.Doyou,don'tfeelbad.

Amanda:I'm reallysorry.

Amane:It'sok,iforgiveyouthoughiknowthat

tomorrowwhendramaunfoldstabepostaemojie

redyamosadikamoseseatola.Wenamma.Yame

lewenantwagaseehelangwaitse,setseke

ithobogile.Imissedusandstoppedabekaithoboga.

Amanda:Igetyourpointthough,iwouldn'tbelieve

myselfeither.

Amane:Butit'sok,gakeatenegajaanongI'm fine.



Iam

Amanda:Thanks,goodnight

Amane:Goodnight

ShehungupandgotinbedjustasBatsilewalkedin

andtookoffhisclothes...

Amane:Whatdidyourdadsay?

Batsile:Heneededhelpwithhiscar,heissorted.

Amane:Ok,Amandacalledandsaidsorryforthe

Facebookdrama.

Batsile:Mandyenegaautwe,nnaibileshenolonger

offendsmeforlong.Gaakanyegabua.

Amane:Sheisyoung,she'llgrowoutofit.

Facebookersdidn'tgoeasyonher,butgladshe

didn'ttakeittoohardthough..

Batsilegotinbedandlaidonhisback,Amane

peeledtheblanketsthenherphonerang...
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Amane:Hello?

RragweBasi:Didhetalktoyouaboutthefreehouse

hiscousinoffereduntilyou'rebackonyourfeet?

Amane:Whathouse?

Batsileleapedupandpinnedhiselbowlookingat

herasshetalkedtothephone...

Amane:Heprobablyforgot

Him:Hedidn'tforget,Batsilehasprideandhe

doesn'twanttoaccepthelpfrom anyonethoughhe

needsit.Hisbrotherswanttohelpbuthekeeps

refusing.Thathousewouldcomeinhandy.Breeisn't

usingit.

Amane:Anditsspaciousplusthechildrencanbe

freearoundtheyardcomparedtowhenweare

sharingwiththelandlord.IwilltalktoBreetomorrow

sowecanmoveinthereibilerentelewastoo

expensivemmentuelennye.
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Him:Ok,boroko

Shehungupandglaredathim...

Amane:Youneedtotakeyourprideoutofthis,we

needhelpandsupportforustomakeit.

Batsilelaidbackdownandputhisarm overhis

face...

Batsile:Nnagakecomfortablegolokoo

Amane:Wheredowegettherentmoneynextmonth?

Wehavenothing,you'llhavetobecomfortable.We

havechildrentothinkabout...Kanajang?Beggars

can'tbechoosers..

Batsile:(lowvoice)Keaitse...

Amane:SorryifI'm comingontoostrong,ican't
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believeyou'dpassafree3bedroom houseforarent

ya2bedroom housewhenwebothdon'thavejobs

oranymoneysavedup.

Batsile:Ok,wewillmovein..

Shelaidonhischestandsighedthenhekissedher

foreheadandsighedlookingupworriedly.Shegot

upandsatonhisstomachlookingdownathis

worriedface...

Amane:Wewillmakeit..

Batsile:I'llmakesurewedobecauseidon'twantto

loseyouorthis..

Shesmiledandleanedoverkissinghim,heputhis

armsaroundherwaistasshegentlyrubbedherself

againsthim andkissedhim...

Batsile:Ididn'tbuycondoms
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Amane:(smiledandwhisperedinhisear)Iknow...

Nocondomsforaguylikeyou..

Shekissedhim andreachedbehindherholdingit

thensheslowlysatonitasheclosedhiseyesand

grunted....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningBatsileturnedaroundandhisarm

landedonthecoldsideofthebed,heliftedhishead

lookingforAmanebutshewasn'tinbed.

HegotupandputonhispantsandTshirtthenhe

walkeddownstairswhereAmanewastalkingtothe

sheriff.

Batsile:Goodmorning

Sheriff:Goodmorning.

Batsile:I'm heretogetthecars,ialsoneedtocheck

ifyouhaven'ttakenanythinglistedwhenyoumove

out.
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Batsile:(caressedAmane'sback)Youcangoback

inside...

ShewalkedbackinsideasBatsilesteppedover...

Batsile:Iunderstandandrespectyourjobbutcan't

youjustgiveustheprivacytopackandleave

withoutwatchingusasifwe'rethieves.Iknowthe

onlythingI'm walkingoutwithistheclothes...Ihave

childrenandidon'twantthistotraumatisethem go

nnaekarereakobiwa.

Him:Somepeopletendtostealwhentheyleave

knowingverywellwewouldn'tfollowuponsmaller

things.Remembergoreallthesethingsmaynot

coveryourdebtsbutwehavedecidedgoreifthey

don'twewillnotfollowyou.You'llbefreefrom these

debts..

Batsile:That'swhyyoushouldbelievemewhenisay

iwillnotgetasinglething...Kekopahelaprivacyso

thatitmaynotseem asbadasitis.Youknowhow

womenaremosadiwameistryingtobestrongbut
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forhertowalkoutalebilwewillbepainful.Nnahela

kele1Idon'tmind..

Him:Pleasedon'ttwistmyarm...Ifyouwantittobe

lesstraumaticI'dadviseyoutoleavebeforetherest

ofthecrewarrivestomarkeverythingpresent.I'll

justsitonthecouch...Iseethecarmovingyou

hasn'tarrivedsoI'llneedthekeystothehousetheni

canleaveyouguys..Skangangalennamorena

waitsesaleontshokodisakasekolotose...The

placeelenggoreyoustillhavetimetosortoutyour

documentsisthebusiness.Youshouldbethere

sortingoutyourworkersbalaelelebonebecauseif

nobodybuysthewholebusinessthenwewillsellits

propertiesbitbybit...

Amanewalkeddownstairscarryingherbagsand

walkedpastthem.Batsileturnedaroundandwalked

upstairswherehecarriedmorebagsandputthem

outside.

BatsilesatontopoftheotherbaganddialedBame...
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Bame:I'm onmyway...

Batsile:Alright...

Amanewalkedinthegarageandsearchedthecar

forherbelongingsthenshehandedthekeystothe

sherifandwalkedoutasherphonerang....

Amane:Hello?

Kanako:(babycryinginthebackground)Kanamaid

gaiseatesincelastnightandimissedwork

yesterday.Nnajaanonggakeitsegorehagontse

jaanakedirejang.IfwehadamotherI'dtakehim to

her...Kekopathuso...Ihatethatihavetoaskthisat

atimelikethisbutican'tmisswork.

Amane:Motisekwanonnakawegotheogela.Ke

diemoretaareng.

Kanako:Thankyou.Ididn'ttalktoBatsilethough

Amane:It'sok,I'lltalktohim.
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Kanako:Thankyou.

Amane:WearemovingtoBree'shousesoyoucan

waittherebecauseBameisonthewaynow.

Kanako:Ok.Thankyou.

Amane:Bye

ShehungupandlookedatBatsileashesatonthe

bagwithhisheaddownthenshesteppedoverand

huggedhim rubbinghishead...

Batsile:Howdidiletitcomethisfar..

Amane:Let'sagreenottoblameandthinkofaway

forward...Kanakontsealelelamogonna,maidoile

andheneedstogotoworksothatmeanswehave

totakeinthebaby.

Shesatontheotherbaglookingathim,the

embarrassmentandpaininhiseyeshurtdeeper...
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Amane:(smiled)Idon'tunderstandwhyyou'reso

stressed,wehavestayedina1room beforeand

nowit'sa3bed...Wehaveconnectionsandclients.

Wejustneedtoregroupandfindstartingcapitalto

startourbusinessesagain.Youwon'tthinkifyou

blameyourself...Workwithme

Batsile:Idon'twanttomoveintoBree'shouse,gase

prideasyouthink...Ijust...

Helookedawayandsighed...

Amane:Youhavetotakeyourprideoutofthis...

Batsile:Ok,itsfine.

BamedrovethroughthegatewithDynaandparked

nexttothem thenDivaparkedbehindhim witha

smallercar...

Bame:Ibroughtyouguysthiscar,you'lluseituntil
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youcanaffordtobuyanewone.

Batsilelookedathim andtearsburnedhiseyes,he

blinkedseveraltimesandswallowedashegotthe

keysandpassedthem toAmane.

Batsile:Shewilluseitwiththechildren..

Amane:(toBame)Thankyou...

Batsile:Agotsosabanaletsamae,Bameandiwill

moveeverything.

AmaneandDivawalkedinthehouse....

Diva:Heisstressed..

Amane:Iknow...I'm stressedtoo,ijustdon'twantto

breakdownbecausetheniwillstresshim.

Theywalkedupstairsassherubbedhertears,as



Iam

soonastheyreachedthetopDivaturnedheraround

andhuggedher,sheheldDivatightlyandbroke

downcrying...

Amane:Ifeelguilty...Ifiwasn'tsickwewouldstillbe

here..

Diva:Youdon'tknowthat,Godalwayshasaplan.

Somethingsareablessingindisguise.Yearsfrom

nowyou'lllookbackandbegratefulforeverything...

Amane:Ifyousayso...

Diva:(smiledandfixedherhair)Comeon..

Let'sgetthekidsthenI'm doingyourhair,youneeda

littlemakeover.

Amane:(smiled)Thankyou...

Sherubbedhertearsandgatheredherselftogether

thentheywalkedinthechildren'sroomsandgot

them...
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Thechildrenwalkeddownstairseachcarryingtheir

staffedtoysandfollowedDivaasshecarriedtheir

bags.Amanecheckedeveryroom foranyclothes

andshoesthensheclosedthedoorsandwalked

out...

BatsilepickedLelentleandkissedhercheekbefore

puttingherinthecar,all4childrensatintheback

thenheclosedthedoorwhileDivagotinthefront.

Batsile:(smiled)Areyouhappytoseeournew

house?

All:excitedly)Yes!

Batsile:Alright

Hesteppedbackandsmiledputtinghishandsinthe

pocketsasAmanestartedthecaranddroveoff.

Bamesteppedoverandputhishandoverhis
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shoulderthentheyhugged...

Bame:You'llbeOK...Wehavebeenthroughworse.

Monnagaaweosekamahela...Watchyourself

bouncebackandaccumulatedoublewhatyouhad...

Let'sloadmorebags..

Theygotinthekitchenandloadedfoodandother

stuffbeforehesearchedhiscarandhandedinhis

keys.

Hewalkedoutofthehouseandwalkedtowardsthe

dynawhileBamesatinside,hepausedbehindthe

carandlookedathisfamilybagsfillingthecar,

somethingswrappedinbigsheetsandtiedinaknot.

Tearsfilledhiseyesthenheleanedoverthedoor

crying,Bamesteppedoutandhuggedhim ashe

leanedbackandrubbedhiseyeswithhisTshirt...

Bame:What'sup?



Iam

Batsile:Lookatmyclothes,lookatAmane'swige

thagilemoshiting...From aclosettothis..

Bame:Atleastyou'renotgoingtothefarm...

Batsile:(smiledwithreddingeyes)Iguessyou're

right...

Heturnedaroundlookingatthehouseonemore

timebeforegettinginthecarthenBamedroveoff...

AtBree'sHouse...

MeanwhileBreewalkedoutofthebachelorpad

talkingtothephone...

Bree:Yeah...I'm headingtothemainhousetocheck

ifthecleaningladyisdonethenihavetohelpthem

unpack....mmh..Notyet...Theswing?Noihaven't

toldthem youmadeit.Iwantedittobeasurprise...i

loveyoutoo.Bye
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ShehungupasAmaneparkedthecar,thechildren

steppedoutandlookedattheswinghangingfrom

thetreeatthecornerofthescreenwall,theyraced

towardstheswingandtookturnsplaying...

Bree,AmaneandDivahuggedbeforetaking

everythinginsideandunpacking.

Kanakoknockedonthedoorandwalkedincarrying

thebaby,Amanegotthebabyandsatonthecouch...

Kanako:Ihavetogo,I'm verylate

Amane:Ok..

Hewalkedout,thebrothersarrivedandoffloaded

everythingthenBameandDivaleft.
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Amaneremainedonthecouchholdingthebaby

whileBreewentthroughherphonelookingatbaby

productsthenshemovedcloserandlookedat

Kanako'salbinobaby....

Bree:Heiscute...

Amane:Yeah...

Bree:Ican'twaittobeamother...Iwishmymom

washere.Ihearitsnicetobetakencareofbyyour

motherolemotsetsi.

Amane:Mygrandmotherdiditforme,blessher.

Ibilekemothwaagaletse..

MeanwhileBatsileunpackedafewthingsandsorted

them outtopasstime.Nowthathewashere...He

knewtherewasnootherway,hehadtomakethings

work...Controlhismindandworkhardertogetback

onhisfeet.HepausedandlistenedasBreeleftthen

heletafewminutespassandwalkedintheliving

room whereAmanewasholdingthebaby...
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Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhesatdown...

Amane:Howareyoudoing?

Batsile:I'm good...Ihavetogotoworkandsortout

afewthings.

Amane:Ok,goandbath....Andwearyoursuit..

Batsile:Gakebategokgaba

Amane:Please...Iknowyoudon'tseetheusebut

youstillneedtolookthepart..Dirajalo

Batsile:(sighed)OK...

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutlookingformal,she

smiledwiththebabyonherlapandlaughed...

Amane:Nice...

Batsile:Ifeellikeafakerichmaninthisstupidsuit

Amane:(laughed)Justgotowork,you'readirector
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untilthe31st.

Heleanedoverkissingherandtouchedthebaby's

handbeforewalkingout....

Atthehospital....

Kanakosteppedoutoftheliftputtingonhiscoat

andhungastethoscopearoundhisneckthenhe

passedafewofficesandwalkedinRetsile'soffice,

hefrozeholdingthedoorlookingathim ashestood

upandzippedhispants,aheaddisappearedunder

thedeskthenKanakowalkedoverandlookedata

nursekneelingunderthetable.Shegotupand

walkedoutrubbinghermouththenKanakoturned

lookingathim...

Retsile:(panting)It'snotwhatyouthink...
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Kanakoturnedaroundwithoutawordandwalked

towardsthedoor,Retsilequicklyblockedthedoor

andstoodtherewithhisbackagainstthedoor...

Retsile:Just....Hearmeoutcuz...

Kanako:Ourparentsarediscussingmagadiandshe

ispregnant

Retsile:Iknowman...I....Please,I'm sorry...I'llcover

yourshiftssoyoucangosortoutyourson'sissue.

I'm sorry...Breeisbarely5months,totasheis4

goingon5,youknowamiscarriagecaneasily

happeninthe1stand2ndtrimester.Keagokopa

laiteaka...Itwon'thappenagain

Kanako:Gapeyoudon'trespectyourjob,fuckinga

nurseduringworkinghours?

Retsile:Ididn'tsleepwithher,Idon'tcheat.I'dnever

sleeparound...Shewasjustgivingmea

head...Please,letitslidekeagokopacuz.Kebakile,

itwasjustaspareofthemomentandididn'tthink

aboutit.Intshwarelelaiteaka...
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Kanako:Ican'tbelievethis...You'rethemost

ungratefulpersonI'veevermet.Wewelcomedyou

withopenarms..

Retsile:Sorry...Ineedtogo..

Kanako:Hasthelabreturnedtheresults?

Retsile:Yeah..

Batsile:Sowhydidn'tyouemailthem?

Kanako:I'lldothat...

RetsilepickedhisphoneandwalkedoutasKanako

lookedathim,hecuriouslysteppedoutandstuck

hisheadoutwatchingRetsileashewalkedaway

andgotintheelevator.

Heturnedbackandlookedattheofficestillin
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shock...Hedidn'tknowRetsilethatdeepbutthiswas

shocking,heneverthoughtthisguywouldbethe

typetocheatespeciallyatwork,takingsucharisky

move.Youknowacheatwhenyouseeone

especiallyasaguy,youevenpickitfrom your

conversationwithhim butthisguywasadamngood

liar...

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhefixedhis

coatashewalkedtowardstheemergencyunit.He

tookouthisphoneanddialedJunebeforehecould

starthisshiftbuttherewasnoanswer,hewalkedin

theemergencyroom andfoundRetsilecalmly

writingonapatient'smedicalcard.

Retsile:Ohhey,I'llbedoneinaminute.

Kanako:You'reveryquick...Didyouwashyourhands?

Retsile:(confused)Uh?

Kanako:Nevermind...(tothepatient)Dumelang

Him:Dumelang..
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Kanakoputonhisglovesandstoodnexttohim

lookingattheprescription...

Kanako:Didyouemailmetheresults?

Retsile:OhyoumeanBree'sresults,they'renotready.

Iaskedthem earlier

Kanako:Uhmonnaakereyousaidthey'reready

Retsile:Really?Maybeithoughtyou'retalkingabout

somethingelse...theresultsarenotready(tothe

patient)Laitiakathenursewillcomewiththe

injection...

Patient:Thankyou...

Retsiletookoffhisstethoscopeandsighedasthey

walkedout...

Retsile:Let'sdothehandoverkeyelapeng...

(laughed)Ineedtogetlaid...
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Kanakolookedathim,itseemedlikethecloserthey

weregettingthemoreherealisedhowcoldhearted

thisguywas...gettinglaid?Afterdoingwhathejust

did...

Atthelodge...

LateronBatsilestoodbeforeafullconferenceroom,

hecouldtellthefearofuncertaintyintheireyes...

Batsile:Idon'twantyoutolosehope,iknowits

painfultoloseyourjobwhenyouhaveafamilyto

providefor.IknowI'm feelingthesamepainbutiam

hopeful...Ididn'tbuildthiscompanybyluck,Ididn't

inheritthislodge..Ibuiltitfrom thegroundandican

doitagain...Onlythistimeitwillbeeasierbecausei

havetheexperience,thefiles,contacts,clientsand

mostofall...Ihaveloyalemployees..
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Theyclappedhandsashepausedspeakingand

tookadeepbreath,knowingtheywerealllookingat

him hopingforanotherplanwasanother

motivation...

Batsile:Iwillgiveyouyourjobsback,idon'tknow

whenorhowbutthisisnottheend.Iam nota

failureandinevergiveup...Thisistemporaryso

don'tbedepressed,havehope...Radumalanaakere

RiversideLodgefamily?(theyallnoddedand

clapped)Soidon'twanttohearaboutanyone

committingsuicideoranythinglikethat...Wewant

tomovelikethistothenewcompanyakere?

All:YESSS!

Batsile:Thankyou,ijustwantedtoseeyouall

beforeleaving..Idon'twanttokeepyouawayfrom

work.Rememberwehaveacoupleofweeksto

makeasmuchprofitaswecansowecanshareit

amongstourselves.Thespecialpricesforourmeals,

drinksandroomswillbeannounced.Madionere

tsilegoadirarra..Wewillbeloweringpricesso
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peoplecanflock.Haveagoodday...

Theyallclappedhandsashewalkedoutwiththe

managers.Hecouldn'tbelievehealmostdidn'tcome

towork,thatlongdrivefrom homeclearedhishis

mind..orwasitthatpowerfulridefrom wifey.

Whateveritwasitboostedhisconfidence...

Manager:Haveyoutalkedtothebusinessmoguls

tsaMaunboss?Kanaanongbankaekanamaka

rona.NnatotaIrefusetobelievethereisnothingwe

cando.

Batsile:Lennammekeagana...(lookedatthetime)

IhaveacallappointmentwithMrFriday,willupdate

you.

Manager:Sure.

Hewalkedinhisofficeashiscellphonerang,he

noticeditwashiswifeandsilenceditbeforepicking

upthetelephonetocallMrFriday.
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MrFriday:Motsumi

Batsile:Sir...

Friday:Ijustsawthenewspaperarticleaboutyour

companybeingactioned.

Batsile:That'swhatIwantedtoseekadviceabout,

howcanisavemybusinesshagontsejaana

becauseidon'thavemoney.Pleasehelpmeout.

Friday:Youhavetocompileareportwithallyour

financialbooksthroughouttheyearssothey

investorscanseeifyou'reworththeriskthen

approacheverybusinessmanorwomaninMaun.

Theplanisforthem tocontributewhattheycan

thenwecanaffordtobuythelodge,howmuch

moneyonepersoncontributeswilldeterminetheir

sharesforthecompany.Nowthisisthetrickypart,

getyourlawyertospecifyhowlongwewillbe

gettingtheafterforustoberefundedourmoney

backwithprofitsnnaidon'tneedprofit.After

paymentnkaneelwaafewshares.I'm justmaking

investmentsformygrandchildrenbutmakesure
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thatyoudon'tcheatyourselfjustbecauseyou're

desperateforhelp.

Batsile:Thankyou.I'llcompileeverythingandsendit

toyou.You'llbethefirstpersontogetone.

Friday:Thanks,I'llsendyoualistofmybusiness

partners...Monnaweefrom nowonsurround

yourselfwithbusinesspeoplesotheycanhelpat

timeslikethis.Lonakanaleratabasadigaledira

madithenyoulosefocus...Havingbusinessfriends

isimportant.

Batsile:I'lltrythat,ithoughtketopdogakere

Friday:(theylaughed)Uhmmeyouhaveabright

futuremyboy.You'restillyoung,it'simportantto

makefinancialmistakesatyouragebecauseyou

cansurviveitosaloseleerectiontota.Whenyou're

oldyougetaheartattack.(theylaughed)Businesse

bataoseboi,haveathickskinknowingthatyou'llfall

butneedtorise...

Batsile:Iwascryingphakela,literallycrying...

Friday:(laughed)Jakukuotheogele,jakukuandsit

atyourdesk.Whenyouhavechildrenthereisno
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timetocry,mosadiolelelakaegolelawena?Take

control,legonedon'texpectthingstobesmooth.A

fewdoorswillbeshutonyourface,don'tgiveup...

Batsile:(smiledmotivated)Thankyousomuch.I

appreciateyouradvicesirmmekebitseteam redire.

Iwantyoutogetthereportbefore3pm.

Friday:Alrightbye

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfully.Hedidn'thave

anaccountantbutthisreporthadtobedonebya

professional.HedialedLinda...

Linda:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,ineedyourhelpbutican'tpayyouright

now.Wecansignanagreementthatifthisworks

outraduelanaorsomething.

Linda:Ok,what'sup?

Heexplainedthewholesituation...
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Linda:Okcool,iwasofftoday.I'llbetherein10

minutes.Isthewholeteam there?

Batsile:Yeah.

Linda:Great,I'm onmyway...Wait...Aretheremen

keipaakanyetimestwo?

Batsile:(laughed)3ofthemanagersaremenbut1

ismarriedtherestkebasadi,ba2.

Linda:Mmekeipaakanyehelagongweketaa

koronya.

Batsile:(laughed)Shap.

HehungupasKanako'scallcamethrough,he

silencedthecallandletitringashepickedthe

telephoneandcalledthemanagementteam...

AtAmane'sHouse....
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MeanwhileAmanehandedthechildrentheirplates...

Losika:Sowedon'thaveadiningtable?

Chase:(laughed)Yes,wesitonthefloor...The

couchesarenotevenours,wearepoor.

Amane:Chasecomeon...Stopit...Guyssitonthe

couchandeat..

Thechildrensaydownandbeguneating,shegother

foodandthebaby'smilkthenshewenttothe

bedroom whereshesatdown.Herphonerangthen

shepicked..

Amane:Hello?

June:Hey...Iheardyougotthebaby...

Amane:Yeah,thenannyranoff.

June:Ibeendrivingaroundlookingforahouse,i

founditandpaidsoI'm planningtocomegethim.
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Amane:Takeyourtime,don'tbeinahurryakereI'm

notworking.

June:Iknowbutyoucan'taffordthatburden.

Amane:Wearesisters,ngwanawagaKanakogaa

kakeasotegakeleteng.

June:Thankyou,Iappreciateyourhelp.

Amane:You'rewelcome.

June:Howisyourhubby?

Amane:Itriedcallinghim andhedidn'tpickmycalls,

Idon'twanttocallagain...Heprobablyhas

importantthingstodealwith.TheBatsileIknowwill

findawaykoorehelahedoubtshimself.

June:(laughed)Logetsamothoyookakuku,men

thinkbetterwithemptysacks.Setopelekukuand

addcherryontopbytellinghim youbelieveinhim.

Remindhim ofallthetimeshecamethroughforyou

thenhewillgainthatthing.Menjustneedawoman

whobelievesinthem andmotivatesthem.

Amane:(laughed )Nkareneomponamaabane
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June:(laughed)Logetsamothoyooandwatchhim

transform intoasuperman.

Amane:Thanks,

June:Bye

Shehungupsmiling...

Atthemall...

MeanwhileBreewalkedaroundbabysection

carryingashoppingbasket..Herphonerangthen

shepausedandpicked..

Bree:Hello

Kanako:Hicuz,howareyou?

Bree:I'm good..You?

Kanako:I'm good..Listen...(sighed)Don'thave

unprotectedsexwithRetsileatleastuntilthebabyis
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born.

Bree:Why?

Kanako:Ifoundhim inacompromisingpositionwith

acolleague.I'm notsayingheischeatingandi

promisedhim I'dkeepquietbutknowingthatachild

isinthemiddleofthisdoesn'tsitwellwithme.The

nursewasgivinghim ablowjob.

Bree:Leng?

Kanako:Today,earlier.Neatshwarakwalekwa

shaking.Becareful

Bree:Ok,thanksforlettingmeknow.

Kanako:Butifthereisneedforyoutoaskmein

frontofhim callmebecausegakemosebeibile

gakemotshabe.

Bree:I'lltalktohim,kanaibileyesterdayhewas

claimingtobebusywithhisbrotherkantehewas

justfoolingme.Waitsebannakedilo...Mxm...

Thanksntsalaka.

Kanako:Shap
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Shehungupandsighedshakingherhead...

AtAmanda'sOffice...

LateronAmandawalkedintheofficeholdinga

bottleofwater,shepulledthechairandsatdown

puttingdownherwater...

Herassistantknockedandwalkedin...

Her:Youhaveavisitor

Amanda:Didshemakeanappointment?

Her:It'sahe...HesayshisnameisLeruo

Leruosteppedoverhidingsomethingbehindhim,

shesmiledsurprisedandlaughed...Theassistant

steppedoutsideandclosedthedoorthenAmanda

walkedoverashehandedherabunchofflowers..
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Shesmiledandlookedatthem beforehugginghim.

Heactuallylookedmuchbetterinperson...What's

withmenanduglypicturesonFacebook...Man,he

lookedsomuchbetterinperson...

Amanda:Thankyou,ithoughtyou'reinMaun

Leruo:Iwas...Icametopersonallyaskyoutovisit

Amanda:(smiled)Howdoievensaynowhenyou

wastedmoneycominghere...You'reliterallytwisting

myarm.

Leruo:That'sthegoal...

Shesmiledblushingandturnedaroundputtingher

flowersinanemptyvasethenshepooredwateras

Leruostaredatheradmiringly...

AtBatsile'soffice...
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LaterthatafternoonBatsilesmiledtalkingtothe

phoneashestoodbythewindowlookingoutside..

Batsile:Thankyousir...Iappreciateyoursupport..

Thankyou.

HehungupsmilinganddialedAmane'snumberbut

thenno...Maybeitwastooearlytoshare...There

wasaknockonthedoorbeforehecouldrespond

Breewalkedinandclosedthedoor.

Batsile:Hi

Bree:(tearfully)Hey..

Batsilelookedatherfrom adistanceandslowlyput

hishandsinthepocketslookingatherpuffyeyes...

Batsile:What'sgoingon?
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Bree:Retsileischeating...

Batsilesighedlookingdown,Breeputdownherbag

andsatdownasheremainedstandingthere...Oh

man,exactlythekindofdramahewastryingto

avoid...Thingswerecomingupsowellhedidn'tneed

thisdistractionbutthenhecouldn'taffordtoact

ignorantespeciallytowardssomeonehelpinghis

family.Hewalkedoverandhuggedherasshebroke

downcrying...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'soffice...

Batsilesteppedbackandpickedatissuethenhe

handedittoher...

BreewipedhertearsandsatdownasBatsileleaned

againsttheedgeofthetableandputhishandsin

thepocketslookingather...

Batsile:Whydoyouthinkheischeating?

Bree:Kanakotoldmehecaughthim withanurse,in

thehospital...Hedoesn'tevencareifheloseshis

jobwhileI'm pregnant.

Batsile:WhywouldKanakotellyousomethinglike

that?Maybetheywerejustbeingfriendly..Whatwas

happening?
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Bree:Kanakowasconcernedaboutthebaby

contractingSTDs...

Batsile:Ok...Haveyoutalkedtohim?

Bree:Idon'tknowhowtostart..

Batsile:"Whyareyoucheating?"wouldbeagood

start,"weareexpectingandthebabymightbe

infected"shouldfollowthenhewilltakeitfrom

there..

Bree:Ijustdidn'texpecthim toactlikethat...

Batsilepickedhisphoneandclickedonhisemails

checkinghowmanydirectorsgothisemails.3

companieshadrespondedwithacknowledgements

ofreceivinghisemails...Thiswassuchgreatnews,

nowheneededtoworkextrahardtoengagemore

companies...Hecouldn'tbelievethiswasworking.If

onlyhecouldaffordtorentaproperhouseandkeep

hiskidsinschool...Surelychangeofschoolwould

frustratethem....



Iam

Bree:Shehkeagoboranerraotobetsaphone?

Heputdownthephoneandsighedstandingup...

Batsile:No,I'm havingabusyday...I'm tryingtoget

backontrackso...Idon'tknowwhattosay...I've

cheatedbeforeand...Ihadmyreasonsoidon't

knowhisforcheating.Theonlywaytogetan

answeristoaskhim.

Bree:WouldyouadmitcheatingifAmaneaskedyou?

Batsile:Itdepends...Ifdenyingdoesmoredamage

thanadmittingthenI'dtellherthetruth.I'ddenyto

protectherfeelingsandavoidquestionslikedidyou

enjoyit,etcbutifdenyingmakesherlookstupidlike

ifit'sobviouswithevidencethenI'dadmitandbe

openaboutit.Justtalktohim

Bree:Ok...

Batsile:Ihavealotofwork...Canyougotalktomy

wife?Maybeshecanofferabetteradvicebecause

sheisawoman...
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Bree:I'm justtryingtounderstandwhyhewould

cheatonme,am inotbeautifulenough?Isoursex

bad?Am iboring?Ihavealotofquestions

Batsile:NnatotaifigotcheatedallI'dcareaboutis

them stoppingthat'sifamiraclehappensformenot

toleave,Iwouldn'twantthedetailsjustforthem to

stop..Idon'twanttoknowiftheguyhasabigger

dickthanminebecauseiknowthatwouldstickin

meandkillmyegobutiknowwomenlike

comparingthemselves.Sometimeswejustfuck

peoplewedon'tevenlikebecausewethinkthatgirl

istoouglyandnomanhasbeenthere,ormaybeyou

haveafettishforsomethingspecificwithherbut

lonatabeleredoyouloveher?Whatdoesshehave

thatidon'tgot.Stopthinkingaboutallthat...He

probablyjustwantedtotryher,ithasnothingtodo

withyou.Beautifulgirlsgetcheatedtoogotswahela

goreojolalemang...Someuglygirlsdon'tget

cheatedsimplybecausetheguycancontrolhimself

especiallywhensituationsallowhim tobefaithful.

Nnahelaundernormalcircumstancesiwouldn't

cheatbecauseigetenoughsexandI'm busy,I'm at
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workorathome,ican'tfuckmyemployeesno

matterhowsexythey'reandican'triskbanyanaba

Facebookthey'realwaysreadytoexposemarried

menbut...(sighed)I'velearnttoneversaynever

becausewhenimetyouiwasdesperateforsex,i

survivedthewholeyearwithoutsexkelefaithfulbuti

eventuallygotdefeated...Forthatiwon'tjudge

cheaters.

Bree:Soitwasjustsexforyou?

Batsile:(laughed)Kindofbutthenwehadsomuch

sexIwasabouttofallforyoubecauseiwasgetting

toknowyou,that'swhyI'm tryingtoavoidputting

myselfinapositionwhereicheatbecauseI've

realisedthatit'seasytofallforanotherwoman.

SomehowifeellikehadanotcheatedGodwould

havehelpedmefindwaystokeepmypropertyand

familybutbecauseimessedupGodturnedhisback

onme...NotthatI'm cryingforspilledmilkI'm just

gladtheuniverseturnedthingsaroundbecausenow

icanfocusonmyfamilyandbusiness.

Bree:I'm disappointed...Iwishhethoughtlike

you...Setsekefilagoregagonamosolawagonna
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faithfulifsomeoneisgoingtocheat.Seemsallmen

cheat..

Batsile:Idoubtallmenbutwehavedifferent

challengesandhavedifferentstrengthsand

weaknesses.Don'tfightfirewithfire,ifyoucheat

Retsilehewillfallforthatgirlandjustmoveon,you'll

behurtbecauseyou'rejustrevengingthenyou'llbea

bitterbabymama.Eitherleaveorworkonyour

relationshipthereisnoinbetween.

Batsileslowlywalkedovertothedoorandopenedit

lookingather...

Batsile:AgobualeboSummer,ihavealotofpaper

work.I'm tryingtosavemycompany.

Sheremainedseatedashestoodtherelookingat

herthenhewalkedtowardsher,shestretchedher

handthenhegrabbedherandpulledherup.
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Bree:(smiled)Arethosefeelingsstillthere?

Batsilelookedatherandlaughedturningawayashe

puthishandsinthepockets...

Batsile:Don'tplaylikethat...JusttoldyouI'm not

doingthatanymore.Plusyou'repregnantsothat's

helpful.It'sactuallyeasierthanithought..

Bree:(smiled)Whatifitsyourbaby?

Batsile:Isit?

Bree:Onlyamotherknowstherealfatherofher

baby...Don'tyouknowsuchaSetswanaproverb?

Batsile:Soisitmineorhis?

Bree:(smiled)Whatdoyouthink?

Batsile'sfacedroppedashelookedather...his

throatdriedupandheswallowedlickinghislower

lip...
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Batsile:Canyoustopplayinggamesandbeserious

foronce.Idon'twantachild,ihave4childrenthati

can'tevenafford...andI'm married.

Bre:(laughed)Thepanicthough,it'snotyourchild...

I'm kidding...Iwasjusttestingyou.

Batsile:Don'tplaylikethatlegoneifit'smineineed

toknowwellintimebecauseihavearighttodecide

ifiwantitornot.

Bree:Notthatit'syoursbutifitwasyoustillwouldn't

havetherighttodecidewhetherikeepitornot.

Onceyou'veejaculatedinthereyou'vegivena

womantherighttodecidewenarightyagagoeema

helawhenyoudecidenottouseacondom.

Batsile:IknowipulledoutibilekeaitsegoreI've

masteredwithdrawingovertheyears.Iknowfor

surechancesarelow..Justthatiknowwithdrawing

isnot100%,sowarengjaanong?Owelaoreng?

You'reconfusingme...
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Shelaughedandwalkedtowardsthedoor...

Bree:ItoldyouilikeAmane,thewayshelovesmeif

Ihadyourchildshe'ddie.Ihaveneverbeencheated

buticanimaginefindingoutthegirlilikelikea

sistersleptwithmyhusbandnotonlydidthatshe

hadhischild.That'sapainyouneverrecoverfrom...

Youcangetovercheatingandactuallyforgetbut

oncethereisachildyou'llalwaysberemindedof

thattimeyouweresuchafool.That'swhatmakes

womensobroken...Iwouldn'tdothatespecially

someonewhoisfamily.Amane,Summer,Divaand

JunearetheclosestI'llevergettohavingsisters

becausemysistersayssheisgoingtoapplyfor

citizenshipoverseas.Koorethewayshewasquick

toleavetoherwhiteboyfriendyoucanseeweare

notsisters...Mymotherraisedherwiththehope

thatonedaywewouldlookoutforoneanotherbut

theresheis.I'm gladmymom diedleavingmewith

thisoneunclewhohappenstohavesonswhohave

beautifulfamilies.Ientrythesisterhoodbetweenyall

wives,iwanttobepartofthatandilikethatRetsile
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likesyou.I'lltalktohim butifican'thandleitI'll

simplywalkawayandbeasinglemother..Iprobably

deserveitforsleepingwithamarriedmanwithafull

knowledgeheismarried.Whenweweregrowingup

mymom usedtotellusthatamarriedmanisbad

luckandthatgirlswhosleepwithmarriedmennever

findhappiness...

Batsile:Justtalktohim,becalm..Aguyislikelyto

tellthetruthifyouapproachhim calmlybecauseif

omophaphelaonnadefensive.

Bree:(sighed)OK...

Batsile:Sorryyou'regoingthroughthis..

Bree:It'sOK...Bye

Batsile:Bye

Shewalkedoutthenheclosedthedoorandsighed

puttinghishandsoverhisface.Hesatdownand

sentseveralemails...
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Attheairport(Gaborone)

LateronAmandaandLeruowalkedineachcarrying

thebabywithabaghangingoverLeruo'sshoulder...

Amanda:WaitsethisisthedumbestthingI'veever

done...I'm abadmother.

Leruo:(smiled)Sureyou're...Pickingfightson

facebooksopeoplecancallkidsnames.

Amanda:(laughed)Mmekebakile,iyooweFacebook

peoplearebitterandalwayswaitingtoroast

someone...

Theyjoinedthequeuechatting,Leruocheckedin

andwalkedaroundthebarrierepointinghertoMugg

&Bean..

Leruo:Let'sgetsomethingtoeat,wehaveafew

minutes..
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Theytooktheirseatsandorderedwhilethegirls

playedaroundthetable..Leruo'sphonerangthenhe

picked...

Leruo:Hello?Heymanwhat'sup...When?I'llbein

Mauninlessthan2hours...Alright...Noitscool.You

canforwarditthenI'llgothroughitandgiveyoua

feedback.Whatisitabout?(sippedcoffeelistening)

Alright,soundslikesomethingI'dbeinterestedin.

Tellthem toCCmesowecanbothhavealook.I

can'tmeetyou...Ihaveavisitorsomaybewecan

discussitoverSkypeorsomething....Sure

Hehungupandsighedlookingather...

Lerou:Sorryaboutthat...I'm ahustlersophonee

nnaelelahelabutI'lltrynottoboreyou.

Amanda:I'm ahustlertoosoiunderstand..
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Theyfinishedeatingasthepassengerswalkedin

thetunnel,theystoodupandjoinedthem....

AtBasi'sOffice....

HourslaterBatsilewalkedtowardshisbrother's

doorandstoppedbeforeknocking,hechecked

himselftomakesurehelookedsmart..Hisshirtwas

welltuckedinthenhetookadeepbreathand

knockedbeforewalkingin.

Basiturnedlookingathim andheopenedabottleof

wateranddrunk...

Batsile:Yourassistantsaidicancomein

BatsilepulledthechairandsatdownasBasilooked

athim,hestillcouldn'tbringhimselftolookhisbig

brotherintheeyes...Heplacedthefileonthedesk
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andsighedtryingtorelax...

Batsile:Thecompanywillbeauctionedforthatprice,

ifnobodybuysitthenit'spropertieswillbesold

separatelywhichwilldefinitelykillthecompany.I'm

nowinvitinginvestorstocontributeareasonable

priceinexchangefortheshares...Everythinghas

beenbrokendown.Myaccountanthascompiledour

financialreportssoyoucanseehowthecompanyis

doing.

Basislowlyopenedthefileandlookedattheshare

sectionandthenumberofcompaniesthathave

pledgedsofar...About5minutespassedwhilehe

wasreading...

Basi:Itjustsaysinvestors,whoarethey?

Batsile:MrFriday,ZamboSr,SibandaJr,Phenyo

Motsamai,TheBalangbrothers,it'salonglist..

Charitycleaners,someofthem askedforacontract
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insteadofshareslikebonebaCharitycleaners...

Theywanttobeourcleanersfor10yearsinreturn..

I'm gettinggoodresponsesandthey're

recommendingmetotheirbusinessfriendstoo.

They'rebignames...Ididn'tknowothersbuttheir

companiesaredoinggoodandarewellknown...I

didn'tknowthathavingsharesissuchabigdealor

thatbusinesspeoplecanactuallycometogether

andanotherbusinesspartner.

Basiputthefiledownandsmiled...

Basi:Lookslikeyou'regrowingballs..

Batsilelaughedlookingdownashisbrotherlooked

athim...

Basi:I'llbewatchingyoufrom outsidethering,i

hopeyouwinthisfight.I'llbepayingthechildren's

schoolfeesforthenext2terms...Makesureyou're
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backonyourfeetbythen.

Batsile:(smiled)Thankyou...I'm alsosearchingfora

job.Ievenappliedhere..

Basi:Iknow,Itoldthem nottohireyoubecausei

wantyoutodothisonyourown.

Batsile:(laughedindisbelief)OK...

Batsile'sphonerangthenhepicked...

Batsile:Hello?...Ohok,whattimeishearriving?OK,

noproblem.You'llletmeknowwhenheisready...

(laughed)Why?Ithinkonlineisfine...(laughed)Ee

gonemahokoamathong...Sure.

Hehungup...

AtRetsile'sHouse...
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RetsilewalkedinwhileBreesatonthecouch

watching,hekissedherandputhisphoneandkeys

downbeforepassingtothebedroom takingoffhis

coat...

Retsile:IsMmogohome?

Bree:No

Retsile:OduleleBobo?

Bree:Iguessso,ididn'tfindthem whenigothere...

Retsile:Ok,iwanttogethim transferredheresohe

canschoolhere.Idon'tthinkheishappywith

stayingwithhisaunt...

BreesighedstaringattheTVlikeshewaswatching,

aftertakingoffhisclotheshegotintheshower.His

phonerangthenshepickeditupandwalkedinthe

bathroom...

Bree:Yourphoneisringing
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Retsile:(washingthesoaponhisface)Isitfrom

work?

Bree:It'snotsaved.

Retsile:Youcananswerit...Orputitonloudspeaker

andcomecloser,myhandsarewet.

Shepickedandputonloudspeakerashestopped

therunningwaterandrubbedthewateroffhisface...

Retsile:Hello?

Voice:(erotically)Hey...

Retsile:(frowned)Hi?

Voice:(giggled)Ithoughtyou'dletmewhenwhen

youleavesowecangotogether

Retsile:Whoisthis?

Voice:It'sK,thenurseyouwerewithearlier,

rememberwhenwegotcaughtbyDrMotsumi...
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Breelookedathim ashelookedatherconfused...

Retsile:Whatthehellareyoutalkingabout,ware

gorileng?

K:I'm confused

Breeputthephoneinthebasinandturnedaround

walkingoutbeforeslammingthedoor.Retsile

steppedoutoftheshowerashisdickdangled

betweenhislegs.

Hewipedhisfaceandjumpedintohisshortsbefore

pickingthephoneandgrabbingBree'sarm before

shecouldleave.

Retsile:Isthisajoke?Motsumiputyouuptothis

didn'the?

Voice:Whyareyouactinglikeyoudon'tknow-ohI

seewhat'sgoingon.You'rewithsomeone.I'llhang
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up.

ShecutthecallthenBreepushedhim tryingtoopen

thedoor...

Bree:Move,iwanttogo..

Retsile:Iam notcheatingonyou...

Thedooropenedandhithim onthebackasMmogo

walkedinholdingBobo'shand.Retsileturnedaround

andlookedathim,Mmogo'sheartskippedthenhe

pickedBoboandputhim infrontofhim asashield...

Mmogo:Ididn'tdoanything...Whyareyoulookingat

melikethat?

Retsile:Anursecalledmefrom work,gatweKanako

caughtmewithher...Youstillhaven'tdoneanything?
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Retsilewalkedtowardshim ashestaggeredback

shieldinghimselfwithBobo..

Bree:Mxm...Mphangngwanaborrannaketsamae...

BreegotbabyasMmogoduckedbehindBree...

Mmogo:Rimanyouknowididn'tdoanything...Imet

thatgirlelsewhere,maybeididn'tdiebeingadoctor

becausewhatelsecanisayido?Itwasjustajoke...

Retsileglaredathim whileBreesteppedoutand

closedthedoor...

Retsile:Whyareyoudoingthistome?

Mmogo:Whatdidshesay?Iwenttothehospitalto

getcashsoicanbuyBobosomethingtoeatbutshe

thoughtiwasyou...Ididn'tgotherewiththe

intentiontoposeasyou.
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Retsile:Wedon'tdressalike...Youmusthaveworn

myclothes...Wheredidthishappen?Behonestwith

mebecauseineedtoknowwhatdamageyouhave

done.

Mmogo:Ithinkit'syouroffice...Idon'tknow...Some

ladycameinandaskedforsomething...Ithinkher

nametaghadsomethinglikeD.Phaladior

something..Idon'trememberwhatshesaid

becauseshewasusinghospitallanguage,thenurse

washidingshedidn'tseeherthoughiwaskindof

zippingmypantsthenlateronKanakowalkedinon

hergivingmeahead.Ijustplayedalongandleftas

soonasIcan...

Retsileglaredathim withoutawordashiseyes

reddenedup...

Retsile:Thatwomanismysupervisor,sheplaysa

bigroleinmycareerdoyouevencare?Idon't

understand...Ifyousobadlywanttobeadoctorwhy

didyoufail?Youskippedlessonsanddestroyed
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yourlife..Iworkedhardtobewhereiam,whyare

youdestroyingme.

Mmogo:You'resoselfcentered,thisisnoteven

aboutyou...

Retsile:KanakoisBree'scousinandtheseguys

respectedme...I'm tryingtobuildmyselfafamilyand

you'rebusydestroyingeverythingobatagoreke

reng?

Mmogo:Finally,wegettothebottom ofitall...You

replacingmewithhercousins..Postingandtagging

oneanotherinyourchillsessions.Weare1.

Retsile:Iam not1withyou...You'vecostmealotof

relationshipsinthepastandyou'renotgoingtodo

thatanymore.IbilethistimeI'm notfightingyou...I

justwantyoutoleavemyhouse...Ishouldhavetold

everyoneIhaveaneviltwin.

Mmogo:Elegoreneommatanursewateng?It'snot

likeIsleptwithBree

Retsile:Thewayyou'resogoodatpretendingtobe

meiwouldn'tbesurprisedodirilejalointhelast3

daysyoubeenhere.Eitherwayiwantyoutoleave...I
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thoughtogodile...

Mmogo:Ilostmyjob

Retsile:You'realwayslosingyourjob...Please

leave...

Heopenedthedoorforhim,Mmogowalkedinthe

otherbedroom andputhisclothesinthebackpack

thenhewalkedout.Retsileclosedthedoorandsat

downsighingaspainblockedhisthroat...The

thoughtofthisidiotgettingcaughtinthereandhim

losinghisjobbroughtsomuchfearhecouldactually

feelhisheartthuddingthroughhischest.

AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAmandafinishedbathingher

daughtersandputthem intheirpyjamasbefore

lettingthem outofthebathroom...
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MeanwhileinthekitchenLeruoputthefruitsinthe

blenderandranitasthegirlsranin...

Leruo:Hey...Comehere...

Helineduptheglassesandpouredthem the

smoothie...

Amanda:Lantima?

Hesmiledandpouredforherthenhisphonerang...

Leruo:Eyonekana...

Shelaughedashepicked..

Leruo:Hello,heyman...Otsile?Uhheelamonna....I

toldyoukenalemoengakere?...Whathappenedto
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theonlinemeeting?Kanaihavekidsinthehouse

that'swhyididn'twantmovement....(laughed)

Havinganofficeinthehousedoesn'tmeanidon't

knockoff..Wantwaelanemonna...Ididn'treadthe

email,neelegoreI'llreadit...No,don'tgoback.If

you'reinvestingonitthenitprobablyisagood

businessmove...Ijustdidn'tgothroughthe

companyfileyousent...Ok,tsenang.

HehungupandsighedlookingatAmanda...

Leruo:I'm sorryaboutthisbutihavetotalktothese

guysandseewhat'sgoingon.Gorekiwadishares

orsomethinglikethat...Apparentlythey'rerunning

outbecausepeoplearerecommendingandsome

areinvestinglargesumsgettingbiggerslices.Ineed

tositdownandhearwhatthisisabout...Ipromiseit

won'tbelongerthananhour.

Amanda:Youworrytoomuch..Godoyourthing.

Onedaywhenihavecaseaftercaseyou'll

understandwhyidon'tmindabusyschedule..
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Leruo:Ok...Thanksforunderstanding...

Hepickedtheothertwinandwalkedintheliving

room...

Leruo:Thisothertwinhardlyfocuseswaitse...

Amanda:Whatdoyoumean?

Leruo:Ican'texplainit...Shelikesplayingalone

maybeit'sbecauseshedoesn'tknowme.Gankeke

ganwakebonnanalekolapenghelabonnanaba

tshamekelamogonnakindoflikethewaythisone

isdoing..

Amanda:Maybeit'sbecauseshedoesn'tknowyou

Leruo:Probably..

Heputherdownandchangedthechannelsasthe

dooropened,Amandasatdownandputherfooton

thecouchwearingsocks.Shesippedthesmoothie

andalmostchokedlockingeyeswithBatsile...
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MeanwhileBatsileclosedthedoorlookingatherand

calmlywalkedinbehindtheotherman.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtLeruo'sHouse...

Leruoputtheremotedownandturnedaroundfacing

hisfriend...

Friend:ThisisBatsileheistheformerdirectorof

RiversideLodge.BatsilethisisLeruo-thedirectorof

Hammerconstructions..

Leruo:(smiled)Ohok...Youbeenmakingheadlines

Batsile:(laughed)Iknoweh

Leruo:(laughed)You'llbounceback,ifireaditright

youlostthem fightingforyourwife'sliferight?

Batsile:Yeah,itwasadifficulttimebutiwoulddoit

againifihavetobecauseherlifeisworthmorethan

anyproperty.Ifilosthericanneverhaveanother

herbutbusinessyonekesureicanhaveitagain..
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Leruo:Irespectthat...

Amandasippedhersmoothieandplaceditonthe

tablegettingreadytobeintroduced,shewondered

whatBatsilewouldsay...Heprobablythoughtshe

couldn'tmoveonandnowtherehewasbeggingher

boyfriendformoney.Helosteverythingshehelped

him achieve...Sheknewhewasnothingwithouther

andhereheis...Thisshouldbeagreatlesson...

Leruo:(sighed)Myofficeisthisside...Bomadam ba

lebeletsedicartoon..

ThefriendandBatsilewalkedtowardstheoffice

whileLeruopickedhisphoneandlookedather...

Leruo:I'llbedoneinaminute

Amanda:Doyourecognisethatguy?Heismyex

Leruo:Iknow.
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Amanda:Areyouplanningtohelphim?

Leruo:Gaketsenyebasadimobusinessyamea

utwa?Mypersonallifeandbusinessaretwo

differentthings.Youfallundermypersonallife,stay

there.OK?

Shejustlookedathim withoutwordthenhewalked

out....

MeanwhileintheofficeBatsiletookouthisphone

andcheckedhisemails,thedooropenedthenLeruo

walkedinandsatdownthenhereadthedocument

again...

Leruo:Thisisagoodoffer...Sofariseeagood

investmentopportunitysoI'm in,butI'llhavemy

lawyergothroughitandgivemeadviceotherwise

I'm in.

Batsile:Good,ifyouaccepttheofferyou're

supposedtorespondwithin3workingdaysbecause
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thegoalistoreachthetargetbeforetheendofthe

week.

Leruo:I'llrespondtomorrowmorning.

Meanwhileinthelivingroom Amandatookouther

phoneanddialedhersister..

Linda:Hello?

Amanda:Whenitalkedtoyouearlieryousaidyou're

headingtoameetingwithBatsile.Whatwasisit

about?

Linda:Nothingdeep,justbusiness

Amanda:Whatbusiness?What'sreallygoingon?

Themmampolelela

Linda:Thisisconfidentialinformation,I'm actually

hisemployeesoican'tbreachtheconfidentiality

policy.

Amanda:From whatioverheardfrom thisguythat

I'm visiting,hewantspeopletobuysharesbutIdon't



Iam

understandhowbecauseheispoororhewantsto

startanewbusiness?

Linda:Hejustwantstobuybackhisbusinessusing

investors.Peoplebuysharesofthecompanythen

heusesthismoneytobuythecompany.

Amanda:Howmuchdothesharesgofor?

Linda:Youcan'taffordthem that'swhyheisoffering

them tospecificpeopleasainviterthepublic.

Amanda:Disharesdicheapakereialwaysseethem

onTV

Linda:It'snotthatkindofsetup.Batsileisraising

millionsandthosepeoplearebuyingwithserious

money,therearemoredealsavailableinexchange

thanjustshares.Mycontractisdifferentfrom

others....From herehewillbeexpandingthe

businessbecausebeforeAmanegotsickhewas

supposedtoexpand.Peoplewhoareinvolvedinthis

arepeoplewithseriousmoneywhoknowtheywon't

getprofitsanytimesoonbecausetheyknowhow

businessesoperate.Keinvestment...

Amanda:Soundslikeyou'rethrowingashadeatme,
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am inotabusinesswoman?

Linda:You'renotdoingwellinGabs,maybeifyou

wereinMaunyesbutyouknowverywellin

Gaboronepeopleusefamouscelebritylawyers

whoseimagesinfluencetheoutcomeofthecases

andyou'reanobody.Noneofyourcasesevenmake

ittothenewspaperssinceyouleftMaun.

Amanda:Ihavetwobranches,justbecauseI'm in

Gabsdoesn'tmeanthemoneystoppedrollingin.

Linda:HowisyourMaunbranchdoing?Let'sbe

honest,sinceyoulefthowisitdoing?Peoplecame

foryounotthoselittlekidsyouhiredaslawyersba

lusaeverycase.Don'tputyourselfindebtstryingto

swim inapondwithbigfishesbecauseyou'lldrown.

Gobuiwakamadiamantsigoloha

Amanda:Sendmeacopysoicanhavealook.

Linda:Youdon'tjustbuy,you'resupposedtobesent

anofferthenyourespond.You'reeitherofferedor

invitedbysomeonewhohasinvestedalready.Wago

rayaBatsileorewhoinvitedyou?

Amanda:I'llfindaway.
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Linda:No,I'm notsendingyouanythingpleasedon't

messupmyjobopportunity.Thisisgoingtobeabig

comebackandiwanttoleavemyjobforthem as

soonasthey'reback.Gonaletsheleentsiatmy

workplaceandpeoplehatemebecauseI'm refusing

tohelpthem stealfrom theemployer.Beingan

accountantgagoeasytota,ijustwantto

move...workingforabiggercompanywithsomany

investorswillbeablessing.Don'truinitforme

becauseifBatsilefeelsI'm updatingyouwithhis

businesshewillfiremebeforeheevenhiresme.He

specificallyaskedmetobeprofessionalaboutthis

andiknowhemeantwhatI'm sharingwithfamily

andfriends.

Amanda:Thisisnothingpersonal,I'm abusiness

woman.

Linda:Ijustwishyoucouldfocusonthisnewguy.I

reallylikehim andithinkheiswhatyouneed.You're

alawyer,whatareyoudoingbuyingsharesfrom

yourex'scompany?Evenifyouborrowaloanit

won'tworkbecauseyou'llhavetopaytheloanevery

monthyettheprofitswon'tstartrollingin
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immediately.Ketsayagoreoitsegoreinvestment

keeng..YoureallyneedtocloseBatsileand

Amane'schapter...(Lindapassedforasecondand

sniffed)Kantegopalaenghela?

Amanda:Menwithhistorycanworktogetherand

theygetapplaudedbutwhenawomanseesan

opportunitysheneedstostayaway?BatsileandDife

stillworktogethertothisdayandI'm sureheispart

ofthis,whyerennakebonaopportunityyoublock

me?Andthewayyoubeentalkingtomeicansee

totagoreolopelatiroyagaBatsile.I'm sureyou'd

thinkAmaneismoresisterthanmetoobecausei

seeyoupostingyourpictureswiththeirchildren.

WaitseomoloiLinda,onkopanetseleAmane.

Linda:ItoldyouIwon'thatethepeopleyouhatejust

toprovemyloyalty,gapedidyoujustcallmemoloi?

Amane:WalowaLinda,wegrewuptogetherand-

LindacutthecallthenshesighedanddialedDife...
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Dife:Hello?

Amanda:Hey,what'sup?

Dife:Whoisthis?

Amanda:It'sAmanda

Dife:Oh,wheredidyougetmynumber?

Amanda:I'vealwayshadit,areyoufreetotalk?I

needhelpwithsomebusinessdeal.Ineeddetails

forbuyingsharesfrom Batsile,haveyouboughtone?

Dife:(babycrying)Um...Yeah,iboughtsome.Do

youmindcallingduringworkinghoursorgoingto

theoffice?I'm withmyfamilyanditsalittlelatefor

calls.

Amanda:Sure,thanks.I'llcallorgototheoffice

tomorrow.

Baby:(cryinginthebackground)Daddyputonmy

shoe..

Dife:(inthebackground)Babe?!(backtothecall)

Hello?

Amanda:Kareillcalltomorrow
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Dife:Alrightbye

Hecutthecallthenshesighedasthegentlemen

walkedoutofLeruo'sofficechatting,theyshook

handsandparted..

Friend&Batsile:(toAmanda)Gosiame

Amanda:Bye

Leruoclosedthedoorandsatnexttoher...

AtBree'sHouse....

ThenextmorningAmanestoodatthedooras

Batsilekissedherandgotinthecompanycar...

Batsile:(startedthecarandrolleddownthewindow)

DidyoutalktoBree?
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Amane:No,wasshesupposedtotalktomeabout

something?

Batsile:ShesaidRetsileischeatingorsomething.

Amane:I'llcheckifsheslepthome.Ididn'thearher

comebackifshedid.

Batsile:Alright,bye

Hereversedanddroveoff...Amanewentbackinthe

houseandopenedthekitchenshelves...Shelooked

attheirgroceriesthoughtfullythenshecountedher

plates.Didshereallyneedfancythingstobebackin

business?Shepracticallystartedfrom nothing

before...herhusband'sbusinessisthetypethat

takestimetokickoffbutherswoulddefinitelyhold

thewholefamilywhileheisstillfightingtogetback

ontrack.

Shejustneededacoolerboxandafewdrinksto

startserving,probablyattheindustrialsite...
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Shewalkedinthebedroom andtookdownher

clothesandshoesthenshetookpicturesand

postedonfacebook.

Thechildrenhadsomanyclothestheyneverwore,

sheputasidetheonesthatdidn'tfitthem anymore

thenshetookpicturesofthem andtypedapost,

beforeshecouldpostthesecondpostherphone

rang...

Amane:Hello?...Hi...Yeskedioriginalgase

fake...(laughed)No1.8Kistoolow...No,youcan't

negotiatetosuchalowpriceespeciallyaskingfor2

itemsmmaao...(laughed)2Kisfine.YesI'm home

now...NoIwon'tsellitunlessyoutakemorethanan

hour.Itsnotsafetorejectmoneybecausesomeone

saidshewillcomeespeciallyokopilediscount...

(laughed)Eesianabaisebaletse..Bye

Shehungupandpostedthechildren'sclothesthen

herphonerangagain...
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Amane:Heybabe

Batsile:Hi,justsawyourpost(laughed)Don'tsell

thewholehouse

Amane:(laughed)I'm sellingwhatidon'tneed...I

wanttogobuyacoolerboxanddrinkssoIcanstart

cooking.Iwanttostartkoindustrial...Icookthen

lunchtimeigoparkunderthetreeandsellfrom the

bootorsomething...I'llgrowaspeoplestartbuying.

Batsile:Therearedrinksfrom thestorageatthe

lodge,I'lltalktotherestaurantmanagersoyoutwo

canmeeteachotherhalfway.Wearesellingthem at

lowpricesbecausetheyneedtofinishthisweek.

Actuallymostofourfoodpackagesneedtobedone

bytheendoftheweek..

Amane:PerfectthenI'llusemylittlecashforother

things.Iwanttogobuywoodenpallets,airtime,

cigaretteswhatelsedomeneatkoindustrial?

Batsile:Souplemangwinyasellbecauseindustrial

workersdon'tearnmuchsotheysavebyeatingthe

cheapestthings...Souplemangwinyawilldefinitely
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sell...(sighedreluctantly)Isupportyourideababe...

Youknowthatright?

Amane:Yes?

Batsile:Doyouthinkyoucanhandleit?Wedon't

wanttotearyouroperationorcauseany

complications.

Amane:Youheardthedoctor,I'm fine...Infactineed

toexercisetobestronger.

Batsile:Ok,butlet'sagreethatifthingsdon'tgowell

you'llstop..Otherwiselosingeverythingwouldn'tbe

worthit,rememberitwasforyourhealth.

Amane:Agreed

Batsile:Good,seeyoulater

Amane:Bye

Shehungupandcontinuedreplyingpeopleon

Facebook...

AtLeruo'shouse...
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InthesamemorningLeruoturnedaroundandwoke

upyawningwhileAmandastoodbythewardrobe

mirrorfixinghermakeup..

Leruo:(satup)Whereareyougoing?

Amanda:Ihavetogoseemysister.

Leruo:Ithoughtyou'revisitingme,Itookdaysoffto

bewithyou,wearesupposedtotakethechildrenfor

aboatride

Amanda:Iknow,iwon'tbelong.Ipromise..

Shewalkedouttotheotherbedroom andcameback

withthechildrenalldressedup..

Leruo:Whendidyouallgetready?Whydidn'tyou

wakeme?

Amanda:Ididn'twanttodisturbyoursleep.Doyou

mindborrowingmeyourcar?I'm goingforlikean
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houronly.

Leruo:Justanhourright?

Amanda:Yes,justanhour.

Leruo:Ok...

Shepickedthekeysandwalkedoutwiththe

children..

AtDife'soffice...

LaterthatmorningAmandaknockedandwalkedin

withherkids,Difepicked2sweetsandhandedthe

kidsasAmandapulledthechairandsatdown

lookingathisring.

Amanda:Morning

Dife:Morning,beautifulkids

Amanda:Thankyou...



Iam

Shepickedhisframedpictureof,ithadaChinese

girlandtwokids...

Amanda:(smiled)2kids?Wow...Ithoughtyouwere

infertile

Dife:Theyjustcouldn'tswim,thereisadifference

betweeninfertilityandsperm motility.WeusedIVF

toassistthem withdistance.

Amanda:Amazing,Iusedasurrogateaswell.

Anywaysijustwanttoknowwhatittakestobuy

sharesfrom Batsile.

Dife:Hehastogiveyouanoffer,iactuallygotthe

offerinvitefrom myfatherbutBatsilesaidhewas

stillgoingtogivemehewasjustneededbigger

investorsfirst.

Amanda:Letmeseehowmuchitis

Dife:Hehasseveraloffers..
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Heprintedheracopyandstooduptogetitfrom the

printer.Shelookedatit,herfacedroppedandshe

sighed...

Amanda:OnalemaditheDife,sowhichonedidyou

get?

Dife:(laughed)WaturaBatsilebutiknowheisgood

withbusinesshewilldefinitelybounceback.Hehas

avision,kilerabua,hewantsmorethanjustthis

lodgeIthinkodiilwekebolwetsijwagaAmane.

Amanda:Kooregaobuaoiketilejaanaasifyou

werenotplayedbythesetwokeeng?

Dife:(laughed)Ihavetheabilitytoseparatemy

personalissuesfrom business,Batsileontenneyes

butbusinesswisehecamethroughformewheni

neededhim soifheneedsmenowIwillhelpout.

Ourcompanieshavearelationshipthereisa

difference...AsforAmaneeishsometimesyou're

justnotenoughforanotherpersonandthey'renot

wrongtochoosewhotheylikeme.Cheating

happensinrelationships,youcryandmoveonto
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someonewhowillvalueyou...Reshapohelale

Amane,whenwemeetwesayhi.Nnagakekgone

goilamotho,keangalathengakengalologago

hedile..

Amanda:(laughed)OK....Ineedtogotothebankto

seeificangetaloantotopmysavingsandmake

him anoffer.

Dife:Alright,goodluck.

Shestoodupandleft...

Intheboardroom....

LaterthatmorningBatsileandhismanagerswalked

outofthemeetingandshookhands...

Manager:Uhnnyaaifbiggerpeoplefrom asfaras

Gabsarerollinginweareontherighttrack.

COO:It'sthefactthatwearenowsureabout70%of



Iam

themoneyforme....Quiteexcitingbutthenweare

runningoutoftime

Batsile:Butlotsofthem arepledging.Let'skeepa

positiveattitude...

Theypartedwaysthenhewalkedtowardshisoffice

whereAmandawaswaitingonthrchairfacinghis

assistant...

Batsile:Goodmorning

Amanda:Goodmorning..

PA:Shouldiletherin?

Batsile:Yeah..

BatsilewalkedintheofficeasAmandawalkedin

withherchildren,helookedatthechildrenand

smiled...
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Batsile:They'rebeautiful...(tothem)Hi...

Hepickedthefirstoneandchattedwithherbefore

pickingtheotherandputtingherdown...

Batsile:Towhatdoiowethispleasure?

Amanda:(handedhim theletter)That...

Heunfoldeditandreadit...

Batsile:Thisisalotofmoney...

Amanda:Iknow...Canibuytheshares?

Batsile:No,itsnothingpersonalbutyouhavetaught

meavaluablelesson.Nowidon'twanthelpfrom

peoplewhowillbepreachingtomegoreifitwasn't

forthem Iwouldbenothing.Thewayyou'retelling

theworldyoubuiltmeyou'dswearoneneedsa

lawyertoapplyforCEDA.Youmotivatedmeyesbut

youdidn'tevengivemeathebe.Youlikemagnifying
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yourhelp...Ifyouwanttoinvestgobuyshares

elsewhere.

Amanda:Whyareyouactinglikeyoudon'tneedthe

money?Ifyoudidn'tyouwouldn'tbebeggingmy

boyfriendformoney.

Batsile:Ithinkyoushouldleave.Ihavealottodo.

ThewayI'm stressedgamothoanthokelamaitseo

nkamopadimolakampama.

Heopenedthedoorforher...

Batsile:(tothekids)Bonnanalet'sgo...(smiled)

Number1outisawinner!Let'sgo

ThekidsranoutlaughingthenAmandawalkedout

lookingathim...

Amanda:Youtrulyknowhowtouseandtosspeople

away.
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Batsile:I'm sorryforcheatingonyou.Iwishthere

wasawayicouldhelpyougetoverit.Iusedtowish

forustobefriendsbecauseyou'reintelligentbut

thatintelligenceseemstobewearingoffasswell.I

hopeonedayyou'llforgiveme.Haveagoodday.

Shewalkedoutthenheclosedthedoorandpicked

thetelephonecallingtheCOO...

Him:Hello?

Batsile:Dropthatguyfrom Hammerconstruction.

Him:Leruo?

Batsile:Yeah,idon'twantanythinglinkingmeto

Amanda.

Him:Butheisveryexcitedaboutthis,whydidyou

changeyourmind?

Batsile:AtfirstIdidn'tcareabouthispersonallife

butnowI'm notsureit'snotagoodidea.Amandais

gettinginvolvedekareotaatsenellathata.Amanda

haagothusitsegawatsogaonnaobolelelwagoreif
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itwasn'tformeyouwouldn'tbewhereyou're.Iwant

herfarawayfrom this.

COO:Ok,butnowwejustlostoneinvestor

Batsile:Godwillcomethroughforus.Let'sminimise

thedrama.

COO:Iunderstand..

Batsile:Sure

Hehungupandsighed...

AtTumiflowersandDecor...

LaterthatmorningAmandaparkedthecarnextto

Tumi'scarandwalkedovertoherasshenoted

somethingdownwhilehersetupteam openedthe

newtent...

Tumipausedwritingandsmiledthenshewalked
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overtoherandhuggedhertightly...

Tumi:Bossyamebathong!

Amanda:(laughed)Hi...

Tumi:Howarethekids?

Amanda:They'regood..Ineedyourhelponceagain

Tumi:(laughed)Ican'tcarryanymorekids,ihavea

businesstogaesalaewa...Besidesthelasttimei

leftmykidstheysufferedalotmomasikeng.Should

ihelpyoufindasurrogate?

Amanda:Idon'twantkids,Iwanttogiveyoumoney

soyoucanbuymesharesinyourname.I'llmakeit

worthit...It'sevenbetterthatyouhaveasuccessful

business.You'retheonlypersonitrusttodothis...

I'vealreadyappliedfortheloan...Canyouhelp?I

needtodothisinvestmentbecausemybusinessis

notdoingwell.Pleasehelpmeout..

*

*
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#130

AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonLeruodialedhismotherwhile

choppingthepumpkin...

Her:Papi

Leruo:Mamaweekantehowdoyoucookthe

pumpkin?

Her:Kegoneoleapayangnakotse?

Leruo:(laughed)Ee,ihaveavisitorwhohaskidsso

I'm tryingtocookforthem.

Her:Itdependswhatyou'reservingitwith,youcan

serveitasblocksorservethem smashed.

Leruo:IthinkI'llserveitsmashedcausekedira

spaghetti.
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Her:Youneedtoaddabitofcookingoil,sugarand

salt,itdoesn'tneedlotsofwater.Callmekavideo

callsoicanseehowmuchyouhavechoppedrona

kanaresizerkamatholeletswairetsenyahelaha

esebadimobarehoo.

Leruo:(laughed)Ok,skankapeisantatathemma

abekethalwaisekedumelwe.

Her:(laughed)Whatareyoutryingtosayaboutmy

food?

Leruo:(laughed)sorry..

Theylaughedashehungupandcalledherwith

videocall,sheinstructedhim asheaddedthe

ingredientsuntilhehungup.

Heputthephoneasideandslidhishandinakitchen

glovethenheopenedtheovenandpulledoutatray

withafullchicken..Headdedmoreseasoningand

sliditbackinsidethenheclosedashisfather

called...
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Leruo:Hello?

Him:Papi

Leruo:Rra?

Him:Haveyoutalkedtoyourmotherlately?

Leruo:Yes,(smilednaughty)kantewhyochekela

mamamogonna?

Him:Youknowhowyourmothercanbe,doesshe

haveanyone?

Leruo:Idon'tunderstandhowamancanfearmotho

akileamopalama,hanekelewenankabekesabolo

gophoshamamagape.Infactiwouldn'thave

allowedherpowerfulstatusinpoliticsaffectus.Ne

atilegoroganakorallybutwhenshegetshome

wagonnamosadihelasente.

Him:(laughed)Wenaobatagonkgolegapapi

Leruo:Sowammataoserious?

Him:Yes,youknowiloveyourmother.

Leruo:Icanhelpyoucharm yourwaybackinherbed
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butyou'llhavetobeamanandwearthepants.Your

problem you'reafraidtoupsether,

Him:WaitsePapidilotseithelaodibuaireallyhope

you'renotabusingthegirlsyou'redating.

Leruo:Papaweelisten,I'm tryingtoteachyou...Ke

batagogorutagochamabanyana.

Him:(laughed)Ihopeyouradvisecomeswithfull

knowledgethatyourmothercomesfrom wayback.

Sheisnottheseyounggirls.

Leruo:Ioncedatedmama'sfriend,thesepeople

don'tneedtoberemindedthey'rethatage...And

stopassumingtheydon'twanttobetreatedina

certainwaybecausethey'reold..Wenapapao

katswaboralaitiaka?

Him:Waitwareyoudidwhatwithyourmother's

friend?

Leruo:(laughed)KatshamekamrI'm avirgin,

reetsa...I'm goingtoorganiseyouatrip,herbirthday

iscomingupmaybeyoucangooutsidethecountry

orsomethingbutyoumustbecharminglewena...

Youcan'tbecallingmamaMmagweRuormmagwe
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Lee,thereisnothingcharmingaboutthatmamake

cherieiclasang,that'saturnoffforher.

Him:(laughed)Doyoueverlistentoyourselfwhen

you'retalking?Butdoyouthinkistandachance?

Leruo:Shelovesyoubutyoucan'tbetoosoftlike

thatbecauseyou'reconfusingher.Sheknowswhen

amanwantsawomanheputsaneffort.Youcan't

betalkingmeandkeepquietwhenyouseeher.

Wenaotshababanyana,wasmamayourfirst?

Him:Sowhatifshewas

Leruo:Uhwenaototalturnoff,iwanttopayyoua

gym membershipandkeeptrainingyouonnesharp..

Him:Andireallyneedtoexercise,I'm gettingold

Leruo:Oneoftheguysatworktheoneoperatingthe

JCBisyourage,laiteelekenfanahelayooikutwang.

I'm goingtopayforyourgym.I'llcomebylater.

LeletsaDaisyBakeriesandTreatsthenorder

somethingsweetwithanotelikethankyoufor

givingmeasonorsomething.Nothingthatsays

you'rehittingonherjustyet,gagophosiwehela

straightotsenakadicornerpeleomocharmapele....
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Him:Thenumberyougavemelast?

Leruo:Yeah,orderatreatthencallcheriebareng

mamaelemoreyeoreneomoakantsehela.That

willstimulateherbrain.Ican'tteachyoueverything,

thinkoutsidethebox.

Him:Itsoundsabitchildishtodothis,ifeellikeI'm

tryingtobewhitemenonTV.

Leruo:That'swhyyougotdumped.Whydoyouthink

charmingwomenispretendingtobewhite?Gao

batekukumr?

Him:Orogamosadiwame?

Leruo:Keexwife...Sorryeebutthepointisyou're

boring.Youneedtochange..

Him:(sighed)Fine,letmecallthem.Ithelao

phatshogahelakerragokanawaitsetota?

Leruo:(stirring)Keapeetsengwanyana

Him:(laughed)Sothosearethethingsyouwantme

todo?Cookingforawomanwhensheshouldbe

cookingforme?
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Leruo: That'swhyigetlaidmorethanyou.You

mustlearnfrom apro.Thisoneistheone,icanfeel

her.

Him:Iwantyoutosettledown,pleasetreatherright

andwithrespect.Itsnotnicebeingalone..

Leruo:Ok

Him:Bye

HehungupandbegundishingforAmandaandthe

children.Batsile'sCOOcalled...

Leruo:Hello?

Him:Hi,thisisMichael.Ijustcalledtoletyouknow

thatyourofferforthesharehasbeencancelled.I

alsosentyouanemail

Leruo:Why?

Him:Duetounforeseencircumstances

Leruo:Givemeyourboss'snumber.



Iam

Him:Ok.I'llsendit.

Lerou:Sure

Hehungupandhoppedonthecounterashe

receivedthenumberthenhedialedhim....

AtBatsile'soffice...

MeanwhileBatsilewalkedoutoftheofficeandgot

inthecompanycarashisphonerang..

Batsile:Hello?

Leruo:Leruohere,what'sgoingon?

Batsile:Ican'tworkwithyou.

Leruo:Whynot?I'vealreadydonethetransaction

anditshouldbeclearedbeforetheendoftoday.Did

idosomethingwrong?

Batsile:No,Amandacametomyofficewanting



Iam

shares.Idon'twantdrama.

Leruo:Warengnaareakereyou'retheonewho

brokeherandI'm tryingtofixher,whyshouldipay

foryourmistakes?I'm dealingwithyourmesshere,i

didn'tevenknowshecamethere.Letourdealgoon,

I'lldealwithAmanda,ourdealison.Whatyou're

doingisdismissingmeunfairly,takeyouremotions

outofthisandbeaprofessional.

Batsile:Whatdoyoumeanyou'lldealwithher

becauseidon'twanthergettinginvolvedinour

business

Leruo:Shewon'ttroubleyoufrom here

Batsile:Howdidshetroublemeoleteng?CauseI'm

sureit'sthroughyouthatsheknewaboutthis.

Leruo:Iunderestimatedthedamageyoudid,that's

howshemanaged.Ifyoudidn'tturnherintoa

psychoIwouldn'tbedealingwiththis.Let'stakeour

emotionsoutofthisandmakemoney.Befair...Lere

senyetsabasadigaletswahoolagonyalaabele

itebatsawhatyoudidforgettingthattheguywhois

goingtomarryherwilldealwiththebitternessyou
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left.Youcan'ttellmeAmandawasthiscrazywhen

youmether,otherwiseyouwouldn'thavetolerated

herforlongbecauseyoulookimpatient.Ourdealis

on,leaveAmandatome...

Batsile:Fine.

Leruo:Sharp.Thanks

Hehungupandreversed.....

AtLeruo'sHouse....

LeruohungupandhoppeddowndialingAmanda...

Amanda:Hello?

Leruo:OkilewabetswaAmanda?

Amanda:(keptquiet)....

Leruo:I'm talkingtoyou....



Iam

Atthemall....

MeanwhileontheotherendofthelineAmanda

walkedoutofKFCholdingthephonetoherear...

Leruo:Amanda?

Amanda:Heeh?

Leruo:(laughedindisbelief)Areheeh...Nxeh-nxeh-

nxeh(thinkingoutloud)Ngwanyanayogaankitse

sentewaits....(laughedagainindisbelief)....Amanda?

Amandawee?

Amanda:(swallowed)WhatdidIdo?

Leruo:Amandawee?Amanda?

Amanda:Mmh?

Leruo:Whereareyou?I'm comingtogetyou,ithink

youthoughtIwasjokingwhenisaidifyoukeep

embarrassingyourselfketilegogoshapa.

Amanda:I'm notcomingthereifyou'rethreatening

me.
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Leruo:Soyoutookthechildrenfrom thehousejust

toharasspeopleintheirofficesobolaisabana

letsatsikadiodisele,kantedoyouthinkthosekids

aretoys?Lunchtimeechaileandyoudidn'teveneat

banagabaajabecauseobusyobsessingover

people'slives.Amandaotilegolelakana...

Amanda:I'm notcoming

Leruo:I'm stillgoingtohuntyoudown..Thatcar

trackerislinkedtomyphoneandthesecurity

company.Youcanbeeasilytracked.Otsilegolela

kootengotalelabatho.

Amandahungupasherheartpounded,she

breathedheavilylookingatthechildrensittinginthe

carwiththewindowsopenthenshetookthem out..

Amanda:Let'sgobabies...Come...

Shelockedthecarandgotherhandbagthenshe

stoppedataxiandgotinwiththegirls.Sheswitched
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offthephoneandputitinherbag..

*

*

Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm tonight.

*

*
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#131

Atthehospital...

RetsilewalkedoutofthebuildingdialingBree...

Bree:Hello?

Retsile:Hi,stilldon'tbelieveit'snotme?

Bree:Ijustfindithardtobelievesomeonecan

pretendtobeyou...Thatnursewouldhavenoticed

itsnotyou.

Retsile:Babeyoudon'tunderstand,Mmogohas

alwaysbeenwithmemywholelife,heknows

everythingaboutmeandhecanpretendtobemeif

hewants.Hehasdonethisbefore,notoncebut

manytimes.Theelderstalkedtohim andhe'dstop

foracouplemonthsthenhedoesitagain.

Bree:Whatifyou'rejustusingyourtwinasacover?
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Retsile:Iknowwehaven'tdatedforlongbutibelieve

onceyou'vetalkedtosomeoneyouknowhowfar

theycango.

Bree:Idon'tknowrra

Retsile:HowisBobo?

Bree:Holdforhim...(walkedtotheTV)Talktodaddy

myboy...

Bobo:Daddy?

Retsile:Yesmyboy

Bobo:Auntietookmetothemallandboughtmea

gunandabadge..

Retsile:(laughed)Wow,didyousaythankyou?

Bobo:(smiled)Yes,iatelotsoffoodandadrink..

Retsile:(laughed)Didyousavesomeforme?

Bobo:Wehavefoodinthefridge.Ihavenewfriends,

they'reLosikaandLelentle...Weplayedontheswing.

Retsile:Soundslikeyou'rehavingfunthere

Bobo:Yeahbuttheirtinyaunttookthem
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Retsile:(coveredhismouthandlaughed)Ok,I'll

comeeatafterwork.

Bobo:Ok...Bye

Breestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom caressing

herbump...

Bree:Hekeepssayingthetinyaunt,idon'tknowhow

toexplainittohim.

Retsile:I'llexplainitwhenicomeover.

Bree:Whosaidyou'recomingover?

Retsile:Younéedtotrust.

Bree:Idon'tbelievethisatall,Ineedtimetojust

digestitall.Bye

Shehungupandwalkedinthebedroom.

MeanwhileatthehospitalRetsilehungupthen
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Kanakowalkedoutandheadedtohiscar.Retsile

walkedovertohim...

Retsile:Heyman

Kanako:Eita

Retsile:Ihaveanidenticaltwinbrothernamed

Mmogo,hesometimesfindsiteasytopickup

womenusingmypersonality...Ithinkwomentendto

droptheirguardwhentheyhearaguyisadoctor.I

understandwhyyoumisunderstoodeverythingand

youhadeveryreasontolookoutforBreeandthe

babybutI'm notthattypeofguy.Iknowthe

importanceoffaithfulnesswhenawomanis

pregnant.I'velostthemotherofmychildduring

delivery...IprayeverydayforBreetosurvivethis.I

wouldneverhurtherlikethat.I'vealsoworkedtoo

hardtojusthavesexatwork...Sepatelasagovy

gasenaprivacyIcan'timaginewhatwouldhave

happenedifwasmysupervisorwhowalkedin.I

can'trisklikethatknowingihave2kidstosupport..
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Kanakopausedandlookedathim thoughtfully,now

itallmadesense...Theguygotintheelevatorand

hedidn'teventakelongintheofficebutwhenhe

walkedintheemergencyroom Retsilewasattending

anurse.Thegenuineconfusionwhenhe

commentedabouthim washinghishands...Saying

theresultshavebeenreceivedandlatersaying

they'renot..

Kanakosteppedoutofthecarandlookedathim...

Kanako:Waitsewabuabutdamnthatguytalkslike

youheevencalledmecuz

Retsile:Hehasbeenaroundforacoupledayssohe

overhearsourconversation.

Heclickedontheirpicturesandshowedhim...

Kanako:ican'ttellyouapart,wellheisalittlerough

onthefacegongweothapakaluxwenaothapaka
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dovebutyoulookidentical...Ohhehasatattooon

thearm.Haautweakere?

Retsile:Heusedtogetmeintrouble..I'm just

disappointedthatBreedoesn'tbelieveme..

Kanako:I'lltalktoherandapologiseforgivingher

thewronginformation.(lookedathim)Uhsorrythe

monnamustbeharddealingwithabrotherlike...

Forgiveme

Retsile:It'sok,don'tworryaboutit..

Theyshoulderbumpedandthenhegotbackinthe

caranddroveoffashisfathercalled...

Kanako:Hello?

Him:Sonhowareyou?

Kanako:I'm fine

Him:Whenyouknockoffyoumustpassbymy

house.Thereissomethingiwanttotalktoyou

about.I'm withBamenowandwearewaitingfor
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Basi,

Kanako:Ijustleftthehospital,I'llpassby.

Him:Ok,bye

Hehungupanddroveoff....

AtRragweBasi'shouse...

Kanakoparkednexttohisbrothers'carsandwalked

inthehousewhereBasiandBameweresitting...

RragweBasi:Ohgoodyou'rehere,iwasjustabout

tostart.Sitdown

Hesatdownandputhiskeysandphoneonthe

table...

RragweBasi:Iknowthatyourbrotherisgoing
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throughalot.Hehasbeengoingthroughalotthe

pastcoupleofyears.Justwhenheisaboutto

celebratehiswife'sgoodhealthBanktook

everything,heisnowrunningaroundtryingtoget

everythingbackwhichidon'tthinkwilleverrestore

him backtonormalbecausethoseinvestorsheis

bringingonboardwillalwayssharehisprofitswith

him.That'sifhemanagestoevenbuyitback...I

havebeenwonderingwhaticandoasafather...i

feelveryuselessbecausewhenmychildrengo

throughproblemsican'tdoanything.Theonlything

ihaveisaploughingfieldatthefarm...Igotitwheni

wasayoungmanbutbecauseiwasaladiesmani

didn'tdevelopit...

Hereachedintheenvelopeandhandedthem anold

certificate...

Him:That'sitscertificate,its10hectaresanditsnot

farfrom theriver.Whitepeoplehavebeenoffering

meamillionforitbutiwasreluctantbecauseifeel
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likeishouldgivemychildrensomething.Totaitwas

forallofyoubutnowthatBatsileisgoingthrough

themostIwanttogiveittohim sohecanstart

thinkingaboutanotherlodgeorcampsite.Idon't

thinkit'sworthittouseinvestorsthat'swhyI'm

doingthis.Ineedyourpermissiontogivethisto

Batsile...

Kanako:I'm finewithit,idon'tlikeditshimonyana.I

feellikeditshakemmereko.I'm goingtobuya

propertyfrom realestatescompaniesgoagilwegale

lepoolnnaketsenyamosadilebanahela.Mogago

aparadioverallledibootstryingtofenceisnotmy

thing.

BasiandBamekeptquiet...

RragweBasi:Basi?Bame?Canigivethistoyour

littlebrother?

Basi:Whenigotourmother'sploticompensated
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everyoneofthem,iboughttheirsharesandkeptthe

plotformyfishponds.

Kanako:Soyouwantasharefrom thisaswell?

Batsileisflatbroke,whereishegoingtogetthe

money?

Bame:Kanakoyou'readoctorandyougetpaida

lot...Wedon'thavesuchjobs.Infairness10

hectaresisalargepieceofland,itstriplethesizeof

Batsile'slodge.

Kanako:WhichisbetterbecauseBatsilehasbeen

planningtoexpand.Idon'tunderstandguys...What's

withthereluctance?Jealousyesimololahelajaana,

kganteleraalwa.

Bame:Ok,lethim takeit.Iguessit'sasacrificewe

allhavetomake.

Basi:Iwantmyshareofthatplot...Batsilecannot

inheritsuchalargepieceoflandalone.Itsnoteven

worth1millionit'sworthover2million.Landis

expensiveandwithCEDAfundinglocalbusinesses

wecouldallusethattostartsomething.Hecan't

payussohecansharewithus
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Bame:Idon'twantthelandbecausennadibusiness

tsamedon'tneedland,ifhecanbuymeoutI'llbeOK,

notnowevenifits10yearsfrom nowwhenheis

financiallycapable.

Basi:Ineedtheland

Therewassilenceastheysatthere...

AtTumi'sHouse

LateronTumi'sphonereceivedabanknotification

whileshewaswatchingTV.Shepickedthephone

andclickedonit...160Khadbeendepositedintoher

account...

Herboyfriendlookedatherwonderingthenhegot

thephoneandreadthemessage...

Him:Wow...
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Tumi:I'm afraidtoevenapproachMrMotsumi,my

businessdoesn'tmakemuchwhatifhefindsoutI'm

doingthis.

Him:(whistledlookingatthemoney)Heebanna...So

manyzeros...

AtLinda'sHouse....

LateronLindaopenedthedoor,Amandawalkedin

holdingthegirlshands...

Linda:Whyareyoucomingtoawitch'shouse?

Amanda:Ohwhatever,you'repetty.Youcallme

namesallthetime...

Shetookoffhershoesandpassedtothekitchen

whereshepouredwaterbythefridgedispenser...
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Amanda:I'm runningawayfrom Leruo,hewantsto

beatme.

Linda:(sarcastically)Iwonderwhy

Amanda:Heisabully,heisangrybecauseiwentto

Batsile'soffice.Onelittlemistakeandheishunting

medown...Ishouldhaveknowndatingapolitician's

sonwasabadidea.Heisnotevenmyboyfriend...

Technically,ifhedidn'tproposetomeheisnotmy

mansohecan'tcontrolme.TomorrowI'm going

back.IpaidTumi160Kfrom mysavingstobuy

shares,butthewayLeruoismadiyoo...Ithinkitsa

badidea.Ithinkipickedthewrongonethistime.

Linda:I'm goingtopee

Lindahurriedtothetoiletandclosedthedoor,she

clickedonthenumberheusedtocallherearlier...

Leruo:Hello?

Linda:(whispering)sheishere,youwon'tbeather

right?IwantyoutopunishherbutIstilllove
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her...Justalittlenotthatmuchbutidon'twanther

dead.Scream atherandthreatenheralittle..

Leruo:I'm coming.

Linda:Ohandshepaidalady160ktobuysharesfor

her..

Leruo:Wagobusamadiateng,kolojwanaenngwee

thagile...Didshewonderwhatwouldhappenifthis

personrefusestogivehertheshares.Osuregale

nahistoryyabotsenwamolwapeng?

Linda:No,that'soffensive.

Leruo:I'm coming.

Shehungupandinnocentlywalkedoutwhile

Amandapickedabowlofherdessertandate

standingbythecouchwatchingTV.

Lindasatonthecarpetandplayedwiththekids...

Therewasaknockonthedoor...
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Linda:Getthedoor...

Amandawalkedtothedoorchewingandopenedto

Lerou.Herheartskippedandsheswallowedthe

dessertinhermouth.Leruograbbedherhandand

shesteppedoutside.Heclosedthedoorandledher

tothecar...

Amanda:(shakyvoice)I'm sorry,itwon'thappen

again...Kebakile...

Heopenedthedoorforher...

Leruo:Getin

Shegotinandsatdownholdingthebowl,hegotit

andsplashedoutthedessertbeforeputtingthebowl

overthedashboard...



Iam

Leruo:Callwhoeveryousentthemoneyaboe

beforeidealwiththestubbornnessinyou...andI'm

goingtodealwiththatstubbornnessthoroughly.Ke

tsilegogoagaemahelawena.

ShedialedTumiasherhandsshook...

NetworkproviderVO:Thenumberyoudialedisnot

availableatthemoment,pleasetryagainlater.

*

*

*

*

*
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#132

Inthecar...

Amanda:It'snotavailable

Leruo:Whatifsheranoffwithit?

Amanda:Shewouldneverdothat,sheisachristian.

It'stheladywhocarriedmybabies...Shepraysevery

night.

Leruo:"Sheprayseverynight"Babeareyousure

you'renotbattlingacertainmentalcondition?Where

doyouthinkthewords"Moneyistherootofallevil"

camefrom?Aretherenosinnersinthebible-ican't

believeI'm eventalkingtoyouaboutthis...

Amanda:Noteveryoneisacheatandaliar.Iknow

Tumi,Istayedwithherformonths...Wherewould

sheevengowiththemoney?Iknowwhereshelives.

Herphoneisprobablyonthecharger.Tomorrow
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morningI'llcallherandtellhertosenditback.You'll

see

Leruo:Ifyousayso...Sotellme,ineedthereal

reasonwhyyouwantedthoseshares

Amanda:Iknowtheyhatemeanddon'twant

anythingtodowithmesoiwantedtobeontheir

faceseverydayandmakethecompanyaborewhich

isverystupidnowthatI'm thinkingaboutit.

Leruo:Haveyoueverbeenslappedbyaman?

Amanda:(keptquiet)...

Leruo:Iheardyou'recrazyandyoufightmen,

(leanedforwardlookinginhereyes)guesswhat?

(touchedherchin)You'vemetyourmatch,keep

pushingme.I'm goingtobeatyoufornotloving

yourself,forembarrassingyourself,forbeingabad

motheranddraggingthesekidsinyournonsense.

Nowiknowwhyyouwantedtohavekidsonyour

own,youwantedsomethingtoplaywithandabuse

withoutawordfrom amanmmeketsilegogoruta

maitseohaelegoreopaletsebatsadi.(countedwith

hisfingers)Lunchtimebanabaja,lewenayoueat
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andspendtimewiththechildren,Yamehassome

kindofaconditionthatican'tputafingeronwe

needtotakehertothehospital.

Amanda:Theysaidsheisfine

Leruo:Sheisnot,secondopinionsaretherefora

reason.Wehavetobesure...Amandawee?Amanda?

(leanedbackandsighed)Ketsilegogoagamme...

In3monthsyou'llbeaproverbswomankana

gatweng,6monthsI'm marryingyouandyou're

goingtobeagoodwife,I'm goingtomouldyou...

Evenifittakesblood,sweatandtears...Wewillget

there.Ketilegogoaga....

AmandaquietlylookeddownthenLeruodialed

Linda...

Linda:Hello?

Leruo:Hi,bringthekidsbayegoja.

Linda:Ok.
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Hehungupandlookedatherassherubbedher

eyes...

Leruo:Suthamatakalaao,ollelaengkesagobetsa?

Osetetekanagaiseobetswe.

Sherubbedhereyes...

Leruo:Fixyourfacebanabaeta...Smile!

Shejuststaredatthedashboardthenheturnedher

face...

Leruo:Karesmile!

Shegrinnedwithpuffyeyesandhecouldn'tholdthe

laughter,heletgoofherandlaughed.Shefeltstupid

andlaughedatherself.
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Leruo:(laughed)You'resickinthehead...Gadi

mmogomogowenastruu

TheylaughedasthedooropenedandLindaputthe

kidsinsidebeforeclosingthedoorthensheleaned

overlookingatAmanda.

Linda:AreyouOK?

Amanda:I'm goingtokillyou

Linda:(smiled)Butheisgoingtokillyoufirst..You

can'tkillmefrom yourgrave.

ShetriedtopunchherbutLindasteppedback

laughing.Leruostartedthecarandsmiledatthe

kidslookingatthem onthemirrorashedroveout...

Leruo:Hey,whatdidyoueat?
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Kopo:Icecream

Leruo:Yaya?Whatdidyoueat?

Shekeptquietlookingathim...

Leruo:Yaya?Whatdoyouwanttoeat?Come

whisperinmyear

Yamesmiledshylythenshestoodupashestopped

thecar.Sheputherhandsoverhisearand

whisperedinhisear.

Yame:Iwant'maghetti'

Leruo:(laughed)Icookedspaghetti

Yame:(whisperedagain)Andchicken

ShesteppedbackandgiggledasLeruolaughed,

Amandaturnedandlookedather...Ithadbeena



Iam

whilesinceshesawherengagedwithrealitylike

that.Sheturnedaroundandfacedtheroadthenshe

turnedandstoleaglimpseofLeruoashedrove...

Sheblushedandlookedoutsidethewindowsmiling.

AtLeruo'shouse....

MinuteslaterLeruosteppedoutofthecarand

pickedthegirls,hehungeachofthem overeach

shoulderastheylaughedwatchingtheirbraids

wavingaroundastheyhungupsidedown...

Amandaunlockedthedoorthenhewalkedinand

droppedeachonthecouchastheylaughed.

Leruo:(toAmanda)Wenayoustandatthecorner

withonefoot...

Shelaughedandsatdown,hewasprobablyjoking...
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LeruoturnedaroundandtookAmanda'sshoesfrom

herfeetthenhegrabbedherarm pullingherupand

putheronthecorner.

Amanda:Oseriousnerra?

Leruo:I'm serious

Shestoodatthecornerwithonefootasthetwins

laughedlookingather.

Kopo:(laughed)Sobigpeoplecanbepunished?

Leruo:Yes,sheisnotallowedtomove.Shejust

standsthereuntilisayshecanrest.That'sthe

naughtycorneryou'llstandonittooifyoukeep

writingonthewallwithamarker.

Yame:(smiled)Soshecan'tbeatmeevenifimake

funnyface?

Leruo:(laughed)No...I'm goingtowarm yourfood...



Iam

Tellmeifsheischeating.

Kopo:(giggled)Wearewatchingherfoot..

Leruowalkedinthekitchenwhilethegirlsstood

therelookingather...Kopotickledhermother'ssole

andgiggled.

Amanda:Stopit!

Yame:(screamed)Uncle!Sheisspeakingtous!

Amanda:(laughedandwhispered)shhsorry

Thetwinsgiggled,Kopopushedthestoolover,

Yamegotonitwithamarkerandsmiledwritingon

Amanda'sarm...

Kopo:(screaming)Ifshespeakswetellyou!

YamegotdownthenKopotookitandcoloured
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Amandafingernailswhileshejusttriednottolaugh.

ShehadnotheardYame'slaughterorherspeaking

inawhile.

Themicrowavedingedthentheyheardhisfootsteps

andgotdown,theyquicklysatdownandinnocently

staredattheTV...

AtBasi'sfather's...

LaterthateveningBatsileparkedoutsideandwalked

inthehousewhileeveryonewaschatting...

Batsile:Dumelang..(lookedatthetime)Am ilate?

RragweBasi:No,iaskedthem tocomeearliersowe

candiscusssomethingbeforeitellyou.

Batsile:Ok...

RragweBasi:Ihaveaploughingfield,its10hectares

soiwantedyourbrothersanditodiscussgivingitto
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yousoyoucanstartsomething.

Batsile:Allofit?Whataboutthem?

Kanako:Idon'tneedlandsoyoucanhavemypart,

I'm goingtobuyahouseefullyfurnishedgakebate

bogorekadiplotkemmereko.

Batsile:Youmightnotneedthatpieceoflandbut

yoursonmightgrowuptobethetypethatis

interestedinthesethings.Bonagorepapadidn'tuse

hislandbutnowineedit,youhavetofenceyour

shareandkeepitforyourson...Oratleastget

compensationforitandsaveitforhim.(turnedto

everyone)Ihopeyou'renotallplanningtomakeme

abasketcase...Wearesupposedtodividethisland

into4andshareitequally.

Kanako:Justtakeyourprideoutofthis.

Batsile:Whyisitthateverytimeiwantfairnessor

lookoutforyouigetlabelledasprideful?Youall

wantedtoputyourselvesindebtsformebeforeand

itoldyouican'tdothattoyourfinances,asmuchas

youcarelennaicarebecausekaitseledirisiwake

engbutIcan'tacceptthis,I'm goingtofeelguilty
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becauseIknowBasiwilldefinitelyputittousebut

lonayoucankeepthem forkidsorget

compensation.Inthecomingyearslandwillbevery

expensive.Gapegivingmethisplotmightactually

causeconflictsamongstourchildren.Imaginemy

kidshavingthelandwhileKanakoorBame'shave

nothingtoshowforit.Atleastifit'ssimilartoBasi's

casewherehecompensatedusgofairbecauseour

childrenwillknowgorrrejeledisheeretsarona.

Let'savoidanythingthatmightdivideusorour

childreneveninourgraves.Boswakanaboilanya

banabamothokanabanababana,I'm surprised

Basiwouldagreetothisbecausewhenwewanted

togivehim thewholeplotherefusedand

compensatedusinstead.Yourfishbusinesswas

juststartingbutnnaiwasalreadysuccessful,Bame

alreadyhadcabsbutyourefusedandstillgaveus

ourfairshare.

Basilookedathim,itwasn'tjustthespiritofsharing

butthewisdom ofseeingthefutureandthinking

abouthisnephewsandnieces.Hisbiggestfearas
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alwaysbeenlosinghisbrothersoverapieceofland

hencethecompensationsbuttherewasBatman

wisdom comingoutofhismouthbeforetheyeven

tellhim more...

Batsile:Nnakekopahelagorerennefairanddivide

itinto4.I'm notacharitycaseandikeeptellingyou

guysidon'twantyoutosacrificeyourfamily

financesorpropertiesforme.Regodilejaanongre

nalebasadilebanawhomightnotevenunderstand

this...ifwearegoingtobeaunitedfamilywemust

allbefair...Kanaleitsegoreifennajaanayour

childrenmighthatemychildrenforgettingallthe

inheritance?Kanakoimagineyoursonakopa

Obakenggorekekopagolemalemamerogonyana

hakhonengyalona...Talkingaboutwhatcouldhave

beenhis..Itwillbeverysadifmynephewsendup

beggingmysonsanddaughters.Ifke10hectares

I'm takingonly2.5unlesssomeonewantsa

compensationfortheirportion.

RragweBasi:Youhaveapoint...
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Kanakothoughtfullyleanedforward,theexplanation

kindofmadesense...ifhissonturnedouttobe

businessmindedthisplotwoulddefinitelycomein

handy.

Kanako:Ididn'tthinkitthatfar,ijustthoughtabout

myselflegoreicanaffordahouse.IthinkI'llgeta

compensationthen,I'llinvestthemoneyformy

children...

Bame:Mmegonewaabua,whatifJuniorisa

businessman.Kanangwanakeonalebo

Shonanyana...

Theyalllaughed..

Bame:Ithinkweshouldmakeanagreementya

compensationonmypart.I'llinvestthatsomykids

canuseit..

Batsile:Atthispointweshouldn'tjustthinkabout
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ourselves,MrFridaytaughtmesomething...Asa

fatheryoumustalwayshaveplanBforyourchildren.

Bahumanegibaikakanyetsahelabutrichpeople

thinkfortheirkidstoo...That'swhyIndiansare

successful,theyputtheirchildreninthebusinessat

ayoungage...Weshouldthinkaboutthelegacyour

childrenmustcarry.Basieneiknowheneedsspace

forhispondsbecausethedemandforyourfishis

veryhigh.Ifyoudon'tputmorepondsyou'lllose

business...Lennayourpondsbeingnexttomy

businesscanbegoodbecausetouristscanbetaken

theretoseehowyoubreedfishandprocess

everything.Everymonthitaketouriststoyourponds

imaginenowdibapiledikgaogantswekefence..

Basilookeddown,tearsburnedhiseyesthenheput

hisfingeroverhiseyesandrubbedthem before

leaningback.

RragweBasi:Areyouok?

Basi:IfeellikeI'm aweakmangettingemotionallike
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this,IneverthoughtBatsilewouldthinklikethis...

(smiledemotionally)Youwereright,I'venevergiven

youachancetomakeyourowndecisions.Theway

you'refightingforyourcompanygonthatswapelo

andI'm happythatyoustoppedsearchingforajob

becausewhatiknowaboutasalarykegoreya

lematsa.Thereasonwhyalotofemployedpeople

can'thavebusinessesevenwhentheywantis

becausesalarytemporarilyhealsyou...Believeme

hadyoufoundajoboncethesalarygetsinyou'd

stopfightingforyourcompany.Onnaorekamoso

kamoso....Ibeenprayingnobodyhiresyousoyou

canfightlikeyourlifedependsonyou.Ilovethe

beastinyou...Bonanowdespiteyourdesperate

needformoneyyoucanstillthinkforourchildren

osaikakanyetseole1.Barieyonegaeakanyetse

ngwanawayone(Kanakolaughed)Iunderestimated

youandI'm sorryforalwaysmakingdecisionsfor

youbecauseiwouldhaveneverknowngoreyou're

thiswise...EversinceI'vesteppedbackI'vejust

begunseeingtheothersidesofyou...allofyou.

Todayifeelspecialbecausesomeonethoughtfor

mychildren'sfuture,itfeelsgoodtohavebrothers
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whoareunderstanding.

HeslowlystoodupandhuggedBatsile....

Basi:I'm sorryiunderestimatedyou.

Batsile:Ishouldbeapologisingforbeingungrateful,

forthenamecallingandlookingdownonyouwhen

youraisedmelikeI'm yourson.

Basi:(smiled)It'sok...Youknowsometimesthe

tongueslips,rememberthattimewheniwastalking

tomamaaboutherdrinkinghabitsandendedup

disrespectingher...(laughed)Iwonderwhat

happenedtomethatday,keiphithetsekekgagogile

helakethokabotho

Theyrememberedandcrackedlaughing...

Bame:(laughed)Sheevenchasedyououtfora

week..
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Batsile:(laughed)asakelema!

Kanako:(laughed)iwasyoungbutirememberher

pickingthelogandchasingyouout...

Basi:(laughed)Iwenttoofar...Butasaparentshe

cooleddownandcalledmebackhome.When

peoplearerelatedtheyargue,sometimesitgoestoo

farandhealingtakestimewhenit'shurtfulwords.

Theonlythingtotakefrom thatisnottodoitagain.

Lennakelediretsediphoso.I'veassaultedyoubut

youneverhatedmeorhitmeback...That'srespect

there.Iappreciatethatyouallrespectme,youcan't

beperfectbecauseconflictsarepartofa

relationship.

Theirfatherwatchedthem talkingthenhisface

droppedashisthoughtsdriftedoff,ifonlyhehad

thiswisdom attheirageandbuilthisfamily,their

motherwouldprobablybealive...Howcanone

struggletoraisekidsaloneanddiebeforeseeing

theirsuccessandhowtheymadeitseem soeasyto

havesiblings.Ifonlythedeadcouldgetupthenshe
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wouldbehappytoseethis...

Minuteslatertheyallwalkedoutchatting,helooked

attheircarstakingupallthespace...

Kanako:Goodnight

RragweBasi:Goodnight...

All:Goodnight...

Hegotbackinthehouseandthebrothersslowly

walkedtotheircarschattingasheupdatedthem

aboutLeruo.

Kanako:Whydidyoukeephim though?

Batsile:Heisbold,heisatruebusinessman.Having

peoplewhoarenotafraidtosharetheirviewswith

youisimportantespeciallysomeonewhoishungry

formoney.GapeIthinkhecanhandleAmanda...I

believehim whenhesaysshewon'ttroubleus...I
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hopehewon'tgiveup,tabekechwamotse...

Theylaughedoutloudandgotintheircarsbefore

drivingout...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthatnightLeruopickedthechildrenonebyone

andtookthem tobedthenhecamebackand

switchedofftheTVwhileAmandastillstoodwith

oneleg.

Hesatonthecouchandlookedatthetimethenhe

lookedather..

Leruo:(softly)Comehere...

Sheblewoffsomeairasherlipsvibratedthenshe
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lazilywalkedover.

Amanda:I'm goingtobeatthoseonesforcolouring

mynails.

Leruo:(laughed)Badmothersdeservetobe

coloured...

Sheleanedbackrelaxingashebroughtherawarm

plateoffood,shesatupandbeguneating...

Amanda:I'm sorry

Leruo:Ireallyloveyou,andiloveyourkidsbutifyou

keepobsessingoveranothermanitmakesmelook

stupid.

Amanda:Sorry

Leruo:Youhavealotofenergy,ifyouchannelitinto

therightthingsyouandicangofar.Thisguywasa

mistakeyoushouldhavenevermade,underno

circumstancesam isupposedtofallforLinda...
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EvenifwepartwayskeipolelagoreI'm donewith

youIshouldneversleepwithLindabecausewe

mightfixthingslater.Sheshouldbemylittlesister,

period....Idon'tknowwhatyouandBatsilewere

thinkingbutburryitandloveyourself...Lovethese

childrenandlovemeifyoucan...Youcan'tlove

anyoneifyoudon'tloveyourselforifyoudon'tthink

you'reworthy.Nexttimewheniputyouontimeout

you'reholdinga10litrebucketofwater

Amanda:(laughed)Kanagaoakewena....you're

bullyingme...Andyou'returningmykidsagainstme.

Ican'tbelieveYameiseventakingpart.

Leruo:(laughed)You'retheoddoneoutheretrying

todestroyourfamily...

Amanda:(laughed)Mxm..

Sheturnedlookingathim smilingthensheputher

platedownandtooktheremotestandinginfrontof

him...
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Amanda:(clearingherthroat)Kgggm....Bethejudge

ok?I'm singingthissongforthisotherguy...Be

SimonwaAmerica'sgottalent..

Leruo:(laughed)OK...Wait!

Hegothisphoneandbegunrecordingher...

Leruo:Hi,what'syourname?

Amanda:Hi,I'm Amanda..I'm goingtosingHaloby

Beyonce.

Leruo:Whythatsong?

Amanda:Well,thereisthisguy...Idon'tknowwhere

hehasbeenallmylife.Ihopeheislisteningtoevery

wordofthesong.

Leruo:GoodluckAmanda..

Shelaughedandclearedherthroatagainthenshe

googledtheinstrumentalsofthesongandplayed

them.
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Leruosmiledlookingatherasshesmiled...

Amanda:(singing)

RememberthosewallsIbuilt

Well,baby,they'retumblingdown

Andtheydidn'tevenputupafight

Theydidn'tevenmakeasound

Ifoundawaytoletyouwin

ButIneverreallyhadadoubt

Standinginthelightofyourhalo

Igotmyangelnow

It'slikeI'vebeenawakened

EveryruleIhadyoubreakit

It'stheriskthatI'm taking

Iain'tnevergonnashutyouout
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EverywhereI'm lookingnow

I'm surroundedbyyourembrace

Baby,Icanseeyourhalo

Youknowyou'remysavinggrace

You'reeverythingIneedandmore

It'swrittenalloveryourface

Baby,Icanfeelyourhalo

Prayitwon'tfadeaway

Icanfeelyourhalohalohalo

Hesmiledwatchingherasshesangthenhestood

upandhuggedherastheysmiled..

Leruo:You'reagoodsinger...Iheardeveryword..

Amanda:Thankyou...

Leruo:Thereissomethingihavetoshowyou,sit
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down

Shesatdownthenhewalkedinthebedroom and

camebackwithacontainerofpills.

Leruo:(satdown)Butbeforeyouinvestyourfeelings

inme...beforewekissordoanythingsexualIwant

youtoknowthatI'm takingthismedication...

Hehandedherthecontainerthensheleanedover

reading...

Amanda:Whatisit?

Leruo:TLDkediARV

Amanda:Oh...

Leruo:ThereasonI'vebeensingleforawhileis

becauseamomentlikethisisveryscary,it'snot

easytodiscloseyourstatusbutidon'twantyouto

bewithmeunderfalsepretense.Don'tfeel
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pressuredtoacceptthisifyoucan't,ifyoudon't

wanttoriskgettinginfectedyouhaveeveryrightto

walkawayfrom me.

*

*

*
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#133

AtLeruo'sHouse...

Amanda:Idon'thaveaproblem withyourstatusbut

I'veneverhadanyoneclosetomewithitoratleast

thatiknowoff...

Leruo:Ormaybetheyhaveitbutafraidtotellyou

becauseyoureallyloveFacebook.Youpostliterally

everything..

Amanda:Leruodidn'tideactivatemyaccount?Have

ibeenonlinesincethedrama?

Leruo:(laughed)OK,you'reright...Goon,youwere

saying?

Amanda:Iwassayingyouneverreallypayattention

tothesethingsuntilithitshomelikenow....iwantto

knoweverythingimustdoasyourpartnertomake

yourlifeeasier.Doyoufeelcomfortabletalking
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aboutitfreelyoryou'dratherwejustnevertalk

aboutit..

Leruo:Aslongasyoudon'tsharemystatuswith

anyoneI'm good..Youcantalktomeaboutitfreely...

Youcanevenremindmetotakemypills...Buti

neverforgetkerayahelagoreskatshaba,nnaHIV

yamekeeamogetsesoevenifyouseesomething

interestingorhaveaquestionormaybeyouwantto

comewithmeformycheckupthenI'm good.

Amanda:Ok...Whileonthisissueofopeningup

aboutourweaknesses...Iknowyouknowican't

carrychildrenbutI'm justcurious..Doyouwant

children?

Leruo:Wehave2daughtersbutidefinitelywanta

boy...Notnowbutlateronaftersettlingdownand

knowingoneanother.Iknowyou'llgivemea

handsomeboy...Don'tworryiwon'tbethetypethat

fallsforasurrogate...Imaginelosingawomanwho

hasacceptedyourstatus,heiican'ttakethatrisk..

Amanda:(laughed)OK..MmelennaI'dliketohavea

boyandseehowhelooks.Youtalkaboutmarriagea
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lot,whyareyouinahurry?

Leruo:It'snotlikeisaidthattomyex's...Justthat

whenamanknowsyou'retheonehedoesn'tneeda

lotofyears.Crazyasyou'reiknowyou'remineand

I'm goingtotrim yourleavesandturnyouintoa

beautifulthing...Ibileoboi,odiradilooleboi.The

wayyouabandonedmycartheminuteimentioneda

tracker...

Theylaughed...

Leruo:Sotellmeaboutthesperm donor,howdoes

hefeelaboutthiswholething?Iknowhowit

happenedbutI'm justcuriouscauseheneversays

anything.

Amanda:Heisagreatguy...Wedon'ttalkmuchbut

hesaidifiwantthekidstoknowhim hedoesn't

mind.HisnameisTinashe,hiscompanyisNgami

weldersorsomethinglikethat.Heisoriginallyfrom

Zimbabwe.



Iam

Leruo:Iknowthecompany

Amanda:Yeah.Hewasevenreadytorelinquishhis

rightsasafather.

Leruo:Don'tdothat,leaveanopendoorforthegirls...

Amanda:ButBatsileisonthechildren'scertificates,

formetotakehim offitsacourtprocess.Hedoesn't

evenknowhelegallyhasdaughtersoutthere...I

mustprovetothecourtheisnotthefatherwitha

DNAtestthengetacourtordertoremovehim from

thecertificate.Thewayheavoidsmeididn'tknow

howtostarttellinghim allthese.

Leruo:Doyoublamehim?(shelaughedlooking

down)Don'tworryaboutit,ketaabualeenemanto

man,heisreasonable.

Amanda:Idon'twantAmanetoknow,I'm

embarrassed.

Leruo:I'llaskhim forthatfavourbutifhecan'tkeep

itawayfrom herthenwejusthavetotakethat

embarrassmentlikeadultsakere?(lookinginher

eyes)NopostingonFacebookright?
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Amanda:(smiled)Yes...

Hestoodupandpickedherupashewalkedtothe

bedroom,sheswitchedofftheirlightsthenhebent

overputtingheronthebedandkissedherbefore

gettinginbed....

Leruo:(whisperedinherear)Goodnight

Amanda:(smiledandgiggled)Goodnight...

Hecaressedherstomachandtouchedhernipples

assherubbedhisarmssoftly...

Amanda:Ithoughtyousaidgoodn-

Heflippedheroverandkissedhergettingbetween

herlegsassheputherhandsoverhisneck....
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Atthehotel....

LaterthatnightLindaleanedoverthecocktaildrink

andsippedwithastrawlookingatafewcouples

playinginthebluepool...Shedidn'tevenremember

thelasttimeshehadamantouchherbody...Ifher

pussywasaliteralholeitprobablyhavewebs

coveringitbecauseithadbeenawhilesinceadick

beendownthere...

Shesighedandtookapictureofherdrinkthenshe

clickedonherInstagram andtypedapost.

"DearGodsendmyman,I'vewaitedfortoolongmy

biologicalclockisticking.I'm agoodhardworking

woman,whyothersgetamanandigetnothing?I

don'tcareifhehasoneeye,deafordwarf,aslong

asheismineandtreatingmegoodthenI'llrespect

him.Hubbyifyou'reoutthereyournumber'sgirlis

tryingtofigureoutwhenyou'llbehomebecausethe

booksarenotbalancingwithoutyou. ♀Don't
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mindmeguysijustneedtovent."

Shepostedandsippedonelasttimethenshepicked

thecherryontopandchewedbeforepayingbythe

counter...

Hersistercalledasshewalkeddownstairsand

headedtotheparkinglotundertheoutdoorlights.

Shelookedathersisterscallandsighedpicking...

Linda:Hello?

Her:Lonatheledesperate,whatkindofapostis

thatonInstagram?You'reactinglikeAmanda.Sutha

posteo

Linda:Howam idesperate?I'm justsharingmy

feelingswithmyfollowers,it'snotlikeihaveasister

whocanlistentomeforonceandletmevent...Why

judgemeforwantingaboyfriend?

Her:Eh-ehmmaodesperatetota.Ididn'thuntfora

husbandlikethis.
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Linda:I'm happyyou'remarried,I'm noteven

dreamingofmarriage.Ijustwantaboyfriend,

someonewhowillappreciatemeandtellme

goodnight..

Shegotinthecarandstartedtheengineasshe

talkedtohersisterthenshereversed.

Linda:You'resojudgementalbecauseyourlifeis

perfect.Leaveusaloneandforyourown

informationAmandahasaboyfriendwholovesher.

Hecontactedmetodayworriedabouther,ifyou

weren'tsojudgementalyou'dknow.

Her:I'velostcountofAmanda'sboyfriends.Ifthat's

thelifeyouwantthengoodlucksearchingonsocial

mediaforaman.

Lindasighedfrustratedlysteppingontheaccelerator,

thecarbumpedsomethingthenshesteppedonthe

breaksandranout.Aguylaidonthepavementwith
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hiscigarettebesideshim...

Linda:OhmyGod...Areyouok?

Shenoticedabigbumponhisforeheadasblood

drippedfrom hisnose,shelookedaroundthequiet

parkingthenshehelpedhim up...

Linda:AreyouOK?

Him:Ohfuck,didyoujusthitmewiththecar?

Sheopenedthefrontdoorandpushedhim insideas

hesatdown...

Him:Whereismycigarette?

Sheranbackandpickeditupthenshegaveittohim

anddroveoutashetouchedhisforehead...
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Him:MynameisMmogo,what'syournameand

whereareyoutakingme?

Linda:Tothehospital,don'tcallthepolice.

Mmogo:Howaboutyougivemeaccommodationfor

aweekuntilIfindajob?

Linda:Iam notaccommodatingyou,youdon'teven

lookhomeless,youwouldn'tbeintheparkinglotof

ahotel.

Mmogo:Ipasstimegoingfrom hoteltohotel,i

thoughtmaybeI'llfindawhitesugarmama...Don't

youwantsex?I'm sellingdick...

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Linda:Ithinkthebumponyourheadaffectedyour

brain...

Mmogo:I'm notcrazyOK,ineedmoneytogoback

toGabs.Icameherevisitingmytwinbrother...Heis
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adoctorandI'm anothing,iwasstupidatschool...

Theycalledmethestupidtwin..Mymotheralways

knewI'dbenothingtoo.Shetoldeveryoneiwasthe

stupidonebecauseiwasn'tacademicallygifted.My

brotheralwaysgottheattention...Alwayshad

beautifulgirlsashisfriends...Teacherslovedhim

andijustfinallydroppedout.Mymotherhatedme,

whenmybrotherwenttotrainformedicineshe

kickedmeout.Ihadtohustlebutwithouteducation

ididn'tdomuch...SoIfinallycamehere...Everyone

respectshim...Theylovehim andIwishihadthat...

Histhroatdriedashesmokedacigarette..

Mmogo:Formetobehappyorgetalittlerespecti

havetopretendtobehim thengirlsloveit,forthat

littlemomentibecomearealmanicanevenesik3

havesexifI'm pretendingtobehim...Girlslove

doctors.Ididthatdaysbackandhewasn'thappy...I

don'tblamehim...Ijustwishiwashalfsmartashe

is...Ilovesportsandiwishicouldbeacoachfor
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anyschool...Iwanttohelpchildrenwhoarenot

academicallygiftedlikeme...Iwantthem tobegood

atwhattheydosotheydon'tenduplikemebut

wheniaskedmybrothertohelppayformyschool

feeshesimplysaidhewon'ttakethatriskbecause

I'veneverpassedbeyondD.HethinksI'm not

serioustoo,it'spainfultofailwhenyou'retryingbut

peoplethinkyou'restupidkanawagana...Ireally

triedbooksarejustnotformebutiwanttosee

myselfcoachinglittleboys...IknowIcanpassthis

training.Ifonepersonthatitraincanrepresentthe

countryorsomething...MaybeI'llfeelbetterabout

myselfcauseicouldn'tdoit.I'llbehappybut

schoolswon'thireanuntrainedperson.Stresssame

kooregakeitsekeakanyeengyouknowinow

believeI'm stupidtoo...Howisthatatmyageidon't

haveacar,ahouse,aproperphone...Phoneyame

screensedarkkeamogeladicallhela...I'm totally

brokewithnojob,itrytothinkofabusinesskeraa

nothingcomestoheadexceptcoaching...ididn't

wanttobelievemyfamilybutikindofseeittoo.
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Linda:Sorry....Soundslikeyou'regoingthroughalot.

Mmogo:Ntseketshelakamybrother,heshared

clotheswithmeandstuffbutheisdonewithme

andiknowpeoplewillnowseemyporvertybecause

iwon'tchangeclothes,idon'tblamehim too

becauseI'm surehefeelsI'm tarnishinghisimage

causeratshwana...

Linda:I'llletyousleepinthegaragebecauseidon't

knowyou,ican'tletyouinmyhouse.

Mmogo:Iappreciatethat...

Linda:Wereyouseriousaboutdick?

Mmogo:Yeah,doyouwantit?

Linda:Letmeseeitfirst...

Heputthecigarettebetweenhislipsandunzipped

hisjeansthenhepulleditout...

Linda:Shit

Mmogo:Doyouwantit?
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Linda:Yeah...Howmuch?

Mmogo:Idon'tknow,I'veneversolditbefore...P250?

IneedthebusfeebacktoGabs.

Linda:P250forhowmanyrounds?

Mmogo:Thewholenight...Youjustletmeknowif

youwantitroughorgentle,dirtyorclean...

Linda:Surpriseme.

Mmogo:Cool.Westrictlyuseacondom,idon'twant

childrenican'teventakecareofmyself.

Linda:Noproblem.

Minuteslatershepulledintothegaragethenthey

steppedoutashezippedhispantsandfollowedher.

Mmogo:Ineedtowashmyface,ihaveascratch.

Linda:Thisway...

Hewalkedinthebathroom andpulledouthisTshirt
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thenheleanedoverwashinghisfaceandsighed

lookingathimselfonthemirror.Heflexedhis

breastsashistattoosmovedupanddownthenhe

walkedouthangingtheTshirtoverhisshoulder.

Hestoodbehindherastheybothlookedatone

anotheronthemirrorthenhehuggedherfrom

behindandkissedherneck,heturnedheraround

andkissedher...

*
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AtLinda'sHouse...

ThenextmorningMmogoopenedhiseyesand

lookedatLindaasshelaidasleep,helookedaround

tomakesureshedidn'trecordhim...Didhejust

prostitutehimself..?

Hismother'swordsechoedinhishead,shesaidhe'd

beathieforsleepwitholderwomenformoney

becausethat'sallsomeoneofhislevelcoulddo...

Nowherehewas,gettingpaidforsex...worse

gettingpaidbysuchayounggirlwhenasamanhe

couldbegivingwomenmoney.

Hecarefullygotoffthebedwithoutwakingherand

pickedhisboxerbriefsthenhewalkedinthe
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bathroom andtookashower.Hesteppedoutand

grabbedatowelthenhewipedhimselfandbrushed

histeethwithfingercleansinghimselfoverthebasin,

helookeduponthemirrorandsighed...

Meanwhileinthebedroom Lindaopenedhereyes

andyawnedlookingaroundthensheheardwater

runninginthebathroom.Thatroleplayfrom last

nightreplayedinhermindandshesmiledblushing.

Shecouldn'tbelieveshetoldaguyherfantasyand

hemadeitcometrue...Thatroleplaywasawesome,

soawesomesheexpectedhim todoitonemore

timebeforeleavingthismorning...Ifonlyitwas

possibletoalsodoacreampie...thatwasfunthough,

youcouldneverdothatwithaboyfriend.He'd

probablyjudge,roleplayain'tforlittleboysbutthis

dude...Shedroppedbackonthebedblushing

staringintothespacejustthinkingaboutthewayhe

grabbedherhairandpulledherup...Damnthisguy

isgood...Whybrokemensogoodwithdickthough!?
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Shesatupnudeandputonhergownthenshe

slippedherfeetintoherfluffysleepershoesand

walkedoutstretchingherneck,thefleshofher

pussywassorefrom thatdick...Manthisguywas

awesome,thisiswhatwecallaman...

Thinkingbackshesmiledpicturingwhenheheldher

waistandpushedhimselfinsideher,placedhishand

overherabdomenandpushedhiswholethingin,

shecouldliterallyfeelhisdicrubbingagainstthe

insideofherskinwithhishandpressingher....Uuu

shitthisguyisgood...Godblessallthebrotherswho

canflickthebeanwhiledrilling,pausethestrokes

andsmackthepussythengobackinanddig

deeper...OhLordwhatanighttoremember,pity

theycouldn'tdocreampie...Nowthat'stheonly

fantasyleft....Whatanawesomenight...

Shesnappedoutofherwildthoughtsandpickedthe

panmakingbreakfast...
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Meanwhileinthebathroom Mmogonoticedthere

wassilence,hewashopingtojustsneakoutbefore

shegotupsohewouldn'thavetofaceherbutit

seemedshewasup.

Howdoyouevenfacesomeonewhopaidyoufor

sexasaman....butonthebrightersidethatwasan

absolutetightpussy,itfelttighterwitheveryround...

He'dneverseenapussythatgripsaroundhisdic

likethatbefore...Hewaitedforafewsecondsjustto

makesureshewasoutofthebedroom thenhe

openedthedoorandwentin,hepickedhispants

andputthem on...Hiseyeslandedontheropefrom

lastnightthenhesmiled...Heneverknewwomen

alsohadsexfantasies,turnedouthewasn'tsickat

all,imeanthisgirlwasallkindsoffuckedup...He

neverknewroleplayingwasthisawesome,of

coursehefeltguiltygettinghardplayingwithsuch

topicsbecauseforrealvictimsitwastraumaticbut

eythiswasfuckinggood...
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HegotdressedandpickedtheP250byhiscracked

phonethenheputthem backinhispocketasshe

walkedin...

Noneofthem lookeddirectlyatoneanother,suchan

awkwardmomentrighthere...

Linda:(rubbedhernecklookingaway)Imadetea,i

thinkyoushouldeatbeforeidropyouoffatthebus

rank.

Mmogo:(lookeddownandscratchedhishead)

Thanks...

Hefollowedhertothediningtableandsatdown,he

salivatedjustlookingatthebreakfastthenhebegun

eating..

Linda:I'm goingtobath..

Mmogo:Sure
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Shewalkedinthebathroom thenheateandtookthe

plateinthekitchenwherehewasheditinthesink

andwipedhercounter.Henoticedoneofher

shelveshadnodoor..Helookedaroundfoundit

leaningagainstthefridgethenhegottheknifeand

screweditbackontheshelf.Heopenedherdrawers

lookingfortheirhandlesandfoundthem intheother

drawerthenhescrewedbackallthedrawerhandles

andwalkedout...

Hewaitedbythediningtableandtookouthisdark

screenphone,hedependedonthesoundtoknowif

itunlockedthenheclickedwhereheknewforsure

thedialbuttonwas,hedialedhisbrother'snumber

andwaitedforthesoundofadial...Hopefullyhe

didn'ttaponthewrongnumber...

Retsile:(sleepy)Hello?

Mmogo:(lookeddownandrubbedhishead)I'm

sorryforwhathappened,myintentionwasn'ttoget
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youfired.Ijustwantedtoliveinthemomentof

havingsexwithawomanwhoactuallywantedme-i

meanshewantedyoubut..Youknowwhatimean.I

don'tblameyouforbeingangryandididn'trespond

appropriatelywhenyouconfrontedmeaboutit.I

shouldhaveatleasthumbledmyself...YouknowI'm

nothingwithoutyou...Iappreciateeverythingyoudo

forme.Sharingclotheswithmeorevenjustsending

memoneywhenineverasked.You'retheonly

personwhodoesn'tmakemefeellikeafailure...I

don'twantustohateeachotherbecauseidon't

wantyoutogiveanyonemyroleatyourwedding.I

am yourbestman,Godknowsthatkeagokopa

don'treplaceme...

Retsile:Youdon'texisttome.Stopcallingme.

Mmogo:Kekopagoreointshwarele.Nekeutwao

buagoreimightevensleepwithBree...I'm notthat

cruel,ineversleepwithyourgirls.LemmagweBobo

youknowirespectedher...Iuseyourpersonalityto

approachgirlsbecausewenaonalethatthing...I

approachnewgirlsandyouknowififindoutits

someonewhoknowsyouidon'tcontinueijust
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disappearfrom them.I'm notjustifyingmymistakes

though.I'm sorry,gonejaanakehomelessandstuck

inMaun.Youknowyoutransportedmehereke

wenaompegilengandididn'thavemoneysogao

nkobawarekeyekaebecausenekepegiwakewena?

Can'tyoujustforgiveme?

Retsile:You'redeadtome.Everyoneisright,you're

pullingmedownandyou'rejealousbecauseiam

cleverthanyou.

Mmogoswallowedapainfullump...

Mmogo:Lewenaompitsaiyethejaakamama?

Retsile:Oiyetheeeifyoucan'tseehowriskyitisto

havesexmoofisingyagagoromentegapeoboata.

Mmogo:Ok,gosiameee.

Retsile:Don'tcometomyweddingeither.Tswahela

mogonna.
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Hepausedtalkingandrubbedhiseyesastears

rolleddown,hesniffledandrubbedhiseyes...

Mmogo:Youknowthebestmanismypart...We

alwaystalkedaboutthisevenfrom childhoodwaitse.

Retsile:Ihavetogo

Mmogo:Ketaithekelasuit...Youdon'thavetobuy

measuitlikeweagreed.I'm goingtogetajoband

buymyselfeverything...Kesuregorenkabonatiroin

amonthyouknowpiecejobsareeasytofind...

RetsilecutthecallthenhepulledhisTshirtupand

rubbedhistears.

MeanwhileLindastoodatthepassagelookingat

him from behindastearsfilledhereyes,she'dnever

seenamancrybefore..Shecouldn'tseehisface

from behindbutthewayheleanedhisheadshe

couldtellhewasrubbinghiseyesandthepaininhis

voice.Shecouldrelate...Hersisterchosedoctor
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friendtobeherbestladyevenwithlotsofsisters...

Sherubbedhereyesandwalkedover...

Mmogoheardherfeetapproachingandfixedhis

facebeforeturningaroundtofaceher...

Mmogo:Areyoudone?(lookedatherformalclothes)

Wow...Youlookbeautiful...

Linda:Thankyou

Mmogo:Whatdoyoudo?Youmustbevery

educated.

Linda:I'm anaccountant

Mmogo:Yourparentsmustbeveryproud,theylove

youright?

Linda:Iguessyoucouldsaythat.

Mmogo:(stoodup)Letmenotwasteyourtimethen.
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Theywalkedtowardsthegarageasshewalkedin

frontofhim inherheels.Thatlittlecrushhehad

earlier?Heshovedit...Shewasclearlyoutofhis

leagueandnowhecouldseehowblessedhewasto

havebeenboughtbyher,theonlygoodthingabout

thiswasthatsheactuallylikedapartofhisbody

withouthim havingtopretend.Guesstheonlygood

thinghehadwasadick...

Heopenedthedoorforherthenshegotinand

smiled,helaughedandclosedherdoorbefore

gettinginhissideandpullingaseatbelt..

Linda:KekopagoregaotsenakoGaboroneseek

counselling,dilotseonengodibualastnightdisupa

goreonalestressgapestresssatengit'sfrom way

backinyourchildhood.Youneedtobelievein

yourself...You'vereachedyourrock-bottom but

you'retheonlypersonwhocanhelpyourself.Looks

likeyouthinkyoucan'tsurvivewithoutyourtwin...

Maybeit'satwinthingbutheissupposedtomiss
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youtoo,ifyou'retheonebeggingforthat

relationshipmorethantheotherthenit'stimetogive

him abreak.

Mmogo:ButI'm theonemessinguphislife,

everythingismyfault.

Linda:Iknowthat'swhyyoumuststepbackafter

sayingsorry.Bytheway...Educationmeansnothing,

iknowthese4brothers...3didn'tgotoschool...

Theydidn'tfinishform 5.Onlytheyoungestwentto

schoolbecausetheotherthreehadtobeherdboys

fortheuncletosendtheiryoungesttoschool....The

firstbornisBasimane,heisabusinessmanand

Botswana'snumberonesupplieroffreshfish...Alot

ofsupermarketsdon'timportfishanymore,he

suppliesthem.Withoutaneducationhehireddegree

holders...Accountants,PRofficers,managers,you

nameit...Theycallhim sirlennatotaionceapplied

there..Kerayagoreanuneducatedmanhired

educatedmentomakemoneyforhim thenhepays

them becauseheisthatsmart.Theotheronewasa

taxidriver...Nowhehascabs,schoolbuses,rental

carsandatravelandtourcompany...Gaana



Iam

educationleenebuthehiredaccountants,

marketingmanagers...Theotheronehada

successfullodgeanditwasabouttoexpandbuthis

wifegotsickandhelostitall..Thisonemanagedto

getadegreelateroninlifesoifyouwantthat

trainingyoucanstillgetit...thesebrotherswereherd

boysfrom thefarms.BatsilemoMaunasnobodys...

Mmogo:Iknowthem...Bree'scousins,thoserich

dudeswereherdboys?

Linda:

Mmogo:Stoplying...Thoseguysbadinicecars,

beautifulwivesandsuburbs?Kanamybrotheris

datingtheircousin.Ithoughtthey'rejustrichboys

from arichfamily

Linda:They'renot...Mypointisifyoubelievein

somethingfollowit.Don'texpectpeopletohelpyou,

peopleonlybelieveinyouwhenyouhavesucceeded.

Aslongasyoubelieveyourmotherswordsyou'llnot

grow

Mmogo:Thanks..
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Minuteslatershepulledintothebusrankparkinglot

thenhesteppedoutandclosedthedoor.Helooked

atherforamomentandsmiled..

Mmogo:Thanksforthefood...I'm surprisedyou

knowhowtocook.Educatedrichgirlsdon'tcook,

theybuyfood.

Linda:(laughed)sesengwesesetilenggogo

bolayangistoassume...You'rewelcomethough...

Mmogo:Ididn'tgetyourname

Linda:Linda

Mmogo:NicetomeetyouLinda.Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthebuswhile

shedroveoff.

Hesatinthebuslookingoutsidethoughtfully...This

wascrazy,peoplecometoMauntoopen

businessesandflourishbuthewasrunningaway?



Iam

Towhatexactly?Hismother'sdegradation?

Linda'swordsweremorethanheneeded,if

someonecameasaherdboyandbecame

somethinghesurelycouldtryalittleharder.He

lookedatthetimeonhiswatchthenhestoodup

andwalkedoutofthebus.

AtLeruo'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningLeruowokeuptoanempty

bedandyawnedsittingup,hecouldhearAmanda

singinginthekitchen.

HepickedhisTshirtandbrushedhisteethinthe

bathroom thenhewalkeddownthepassageputting

onhisTshirt,hepassedbythelivingroom andcould

almostimmediatelysmellthecleaningdetergents...

Shehadmoppedthetileandpolishedthefurniture...
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Hequietlyhidbehindthewallandpeakedinsidethe

kitchenwhereshewaswearinghisshirtwithatuku

aroundherheadasshefriedinthepenandsang

alongwiththemusiconherphone...

Hehurriedbacktothebedroom andgothisphone

thenhehidandrecordedherasshetastedthesalt

inherbreakfastbeforeusingthewoodenspoonasa

microphonesingingDearFuturehusband.

Amanda:

Dearfuturehusband

Here'safewthingsyou'llneedtoknowifyouwanna

be

Myoneandonlyallmylife

Takemeonadate

Ideserveabreak
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Anddon'tforgettheflowerseveryanniversary

'Causeifyou'lltreatmeright

I'llbetheperfectwife

Buyinggroceries

Buy-buyingwhatyouneed

Yougotthat9to5

But,baby,sodoI

Sodon'tbethinkingI'llbehomeandbakingapple

pies

Ineverlearnedtocook

ButIcanwriteahook

Singalongwithme

Sing-singalongwithmeeee--

Sheswungaroundandgotstartledseeinghim atthe

door,shecoveredhermouthembarrassedand

turnedawayfrom thecamera.Helaughedandput
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thephoneonthecounterbeforehuggingherfrom

behindkissingherneck....

Leruo:Goodmorningmypopstar

Amanda:Pleasedeletethatvideo.

Leruo:I'm goingtopostitonFacebookanddon't

youdareactivateyouraccount.

Amanda:(laughed)Therrapleasedon't...Peoplewill

laughatme,lookatmekerweletukuwearingabig

shirt...Ithoughtyousaidsocialmediaisbad?Gape

youneverpostedanythingonFacebook

Leruo:Ididn'thaveanythingtobragaboutakere....

AndFacebookisbadforpeoplelikeyouwhouseit

forthewrongreasons.You'restillonfacebook

prison.NnahelakoTwitterleInsta...

Theylaughedasheturnedheraroundandkissed

hersoftlyholdingherneckthehekissedher

foreheadbeforehugginghercloserastheyheaveda

hugesighholdingoneanother..
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Leruo:Haveyoucalledtheladywa160K?

Amanda:Herphoneisstilloff,IthinkI'llpassbyher

house.

Leruo:Whoswitchesofftheirphoneafterreceiving

suchanamount?Ismellshitfrom yourchristian

goodSamaritan

Amanda:(laughed)Stopit,IknowTumisheisnot

thattypeofaperson.From hereI'm goingthere..

Shetookouttheplatesandbegunserving...

Atthehospital...

LaterthatmorningBreelaidonthebedasthedoctor

putgelonherabdomen...

Doctor:(squeezingthegel)It'sgoingtobealittle
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cold...

Hemassageditaroundherandbegunrunningthe

ultrasoundprobearoundherabdomentolocatethe

baby...

Theyallsmiledlookingatthescreenandthedoctor

frowned...

Doctor:Thisbabyisgrowingfasterthannecessary..

Retsilestoodupandlookedatscreen..

Retsile:You'reright,ogolathata...

Doctor:Areyoueatingtoomuch?

Bree:Ithinkso

Retsile:Butshedoesn'teatthatmuch.

Doctor:You'dswearit'sasixmonthspregnancy,are
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yousureaboutyourdates?

Retsile:I'm verysure

Bree:Wearesure...

Doctor:I'm worriedbecausethisbabyisgetting

biggerwaytoofast.Wewillkeephim undercheck.I

mighthavetoscheduleyouforyourlabourtobe

induced.

Bree:Ok...

Doctor:Mindyourfoodintakeheisgrowingwaytoo

fastkedimonyana...

Theylaughedashecarriedoncheckingother

things...

Doctor:Butotherthanourlittleboygrowingtoofast

wearegood.

Retsile:Wewantedtogetmarriedbeforethe9th

monthat8thmonths

Bree:Babeikeeptellingyouthe9thmonthistoo
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risky...Gobataredirabeforethe7thmonth.Gake

batempaeletonathata

Retsile:Ok,I'lltalktomyparents.Theywill

understandespeciallywiththebaby'scondition.

Doctor:Congratulationsinadvance..

Hehandedheratissuethensherubbedherself.

Minuteslatertheywalkedoutholdinghands...

Bree:HaveyoutalkedtoMmogo?

Retsile:YeahbutI'm tooangrytothinkabouthim.

I'vetoleratedhisbehaviourforfartoolong.Ideserve

abreak...Ifindithardtoforgivesuchbetrayals.My

jobismyeverything,hewenttoofar.Idon'twant

anythingtodowithhim.

Bree:Youmustlearnfrom mycousinsbaomana

andmakeup.

Retsile:Theyneverbetrayeachother,that'swhyit's

easybecauseit'sthem againsttheworldnotagainst

oneanother.
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Bree:Ok,clearlyyou'restillangrysoI'llstoptalking

aboutfornow.

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff...

Attheschool....

LaterthatmorningMmogowaitedintheofficeas

theschoolheadwalkedbackinwiththephysical

educationteacher...

Teacher:Goodmorning

Mmogo:Goodmorning

Head:ThisisMmogo,pleasetellhim whatyouwere

saying.

Mmogo:Iwouldliketovolunteertoassistyour

sportsteams,idon'twantanypayment...Ijustwant

areferenceforwhatidoifyou'reallimpressed.Iam

passionateaboutsportsbutidon'thavethetraining
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toactuallyapplyfortherealjob.Iwantthe

experienceandreference..Iwouldprefertowork

withthecoachandassisthim ingettingthings

together...Iknowteachershavealottodo,syllabus

andallsoI'llbetherepickingupafterthelessonand

cleaningthegrounds.Iknowyouhavecleanersbuti

wanttogivethoseplaygroundamakeover.

Teacher:Soundsverygood...Itwouldbegoodto

havehim...Someteachersannoymebecausethey

don'ttakecareofoursportsequipmentsoifwe

havesomeonewhoiscontrollingthatitwouldbe

excellent.Kanagoitsenelwahelakostoreroom sa

sportsandsomeballsgomissing,thekitsgo

missing.Gagoorganisedlikeicomplainedmaloba

atthemeeting.It'slikehewassentbyGodbecause

I'vebeentellingmanagementthatweneed

assistancethere.

Head:Ithoughtthesamething(turnedtohim)butif

you'regoingtobeclosertoourstudentsweneedto

checkifyouhaveapolicerecordandthingslikethat.

WeneedyourCV

Mmogo:Ididn'tfinishschoolgakeaitewaseata,if
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youwantmyeducationbackgroundyou'llnotbe

impressedbutphysicallyhelaasyoucanseemy

body,totakenaleskilleseng-

Head:(laughed)Iknow,whatyou'relookingforhere

doesn'tneededucationbutweneedaprofile.Thisis

privateschoolandwehavekidsfrom richfamilies,

youknowrichpeoplealwayswantthingsinwriting

sotheycansueifnecessary...Wealwayswanttobe

sureLehaelestifikeitisasebenhelasesiame(they

laughed)Sesegolokegoreyoudon'thaveacriminal

record.

Mmogo:(smiled)Thankyousomuch,ipromisei

won'tdisappointyou.WhendoIstart?

Head:It'snotuptomebutiwanttocompileyour

paperstodayandforwardittothebosses.Theymay

evenhavetocreateapostforthissortofhelp

becauseitcan'tjustbeavolunteer.Wewillgiveyou

acall.

Mmogo:Thankyou..

Hestoodupandshooktheirhandsthenhewalked
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out.NowhejustneededtopassbyBasimane's

office..Shit,hedidn'tgetLinda'snumber...Ohgood

atleastheknewBatsile'soffice.He'ddirecthim to

Basimane'soffice...

AtTumi'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAmandaparkedatthegateand

steppedout,shetriedtoopenthegatebutadog

chargedather..

Shesteppedbackasitbarkedthroughthegate.A

mansteppedoutofthehouseandwalkedover...

Him:Canihelpyou?

Amanda:I'm lookingforTumi

Him:Sheisnothere,shewenttothehospital...She

hasn'tbeenOKsinceshegavebirthtoyourchildren.

Wehavebeenindebtsbecauseofyourchildren.
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Amanda:I'm sorrywhoareyou?

Him:I'm herboyfriend,theonewhohasbeenpaying

forherhospitalexpensesbecausesheconstantly

hasbackpains.Wereceivedthecompensationlast

night...Thanksforbeingsoconsiderate.

Amanda:Iwantmymoneyback

Him:Thenbereadytolosewhatshegaveyou...How

onearthdidyoueventrickherintogivinghersucha

smallamount.Givingbirthisnotajoke,theamount

yougaveherwasajoke.Goawayanddon'tcome

backunlessyouwantyourchildrentohaveaterrible

accident...Tellanyoneaboutthisandseethatthere

iseviloutthere....Askyourselfthisquestion,is160K

worthyourchildren'slives.Turnaroundandleave.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBree'sHouse....

Retsiledroveinasthechildrenplayedunderthetree,

hepassedthemainhouseandparkedinfrontofthe

bachelorpad.Theysteppedoutwithtakeawaysand

closedthedoorthenBreeturnedaroundcallingout

forBobo...

Bree:Bobo?!Bobo!?Comeandeat...

Obakengpushedhim onemoretimeontheswing

thenhejumpedoffandrantowardsBreewhilethe

restofthechildrenwatchedhim..

Breehandedherthebagoffoodandputherhand

overhisheadastheywalkedinthehouseand
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closedthedoor...

InthemainhouseAmanestoodbythekitchen

windowwashingthedisheswatchingthewhole

thing.Shesighedandwashedalltheplatesthe

childrenhadbeenusingtoeat...Herphonerangin

thebedroom thensherubbedherhandsoverher

towelandhurriedinwhereshepickedthecall..

Amane:Hello?

June:Hey...Didyoumanagetogetananny?

Amane:Notyet,theonesitalkedtoonthephone

don'tsatisfymeespeciallywithanewborn.Soijust

decidednottostarttodaybecauseevenSummer

hadameeting.Diva'spregnancyisnottreatingher

well...Sheisconstantlysick.Idon'twanttotrouble

her.

June:IfoundahelperheresoiaskedKanakoto

bringthebaby.Hewillletmeknowwhenhecan

becausehehastotakeadayoff.
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Amane:Ok

Theychattedwhileshewalkedbacktothekitchen

andwashed,Bobosteppedoutholdingalollipopand

ranouttojoinotherchildrenthenBreesteppedout

andthrewplasticsinthebin..

Amane:Jayletmecallyou

June:Ok,bye

Shehungupandwalkedoutthroughthekitchen

doortowardsherhouse.Sheglancedatthe

playgroundasthechildrensurroundedBobo

twantingtosuckwhilehehiditbehindhisback..

Amane:Bree?

Shestoppedbeforesteppingoverthestoop..
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Bree:Maa?

Amane:Canwetalk?

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedbackfixingthe

towelwrappedaroundherbump...

Bree:Yes?

Amane:Whenyou'reafamilywithalotofchildren

youtrytobefair...Youhavebeenouttoyour

appointmentandidishedforallthechildren

includingBobo.Youcan'tcomebackwithfoodfor

yourchildandcallhim toeatwithoutcallingthe

otherchildren...

Breeturnedandlookedatthechildrenatthe

playground...

Bree:Youexpectedmetobuyallthosechildrenfood?
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4ofyourchildren,2ofSummer's,1from that

ZimbabweanladyandSimba's2children.9children

plusBobo,soIshouldhaveboughtdichickenand

chipstsaP54for10kids?ThatwouldbeP540...I'm

notspendingthatmuch.Banababantsithata.

Amane:Iwasjustgivingyouanexample,ifyou're

buyingsomethingthatyoucan'tbuyforthem all

becauseofthepriceyoujustcallBobowithout

sayingcomeandeat.Ifyoucallhim otherchildren

won'tknowwhyyou'recallinghim.Thendilollipop

they'recheap,10ofthem isP10...Youjustgiveeach

childsotheycanalleat...Lookwhat'shappening

now...They'renotplaying,theyoungeronesare

beggingBobo.

Bree:Idon'tagreewiththat...Thatwouldputmeon

adisadvantage.Whycan'tyouteachyourkidsnot

envyotherkidsbecausetheycan'thaveeverything

theywant.

Amane:Breebanakebanaespeciallychildrenunder

7yearsbatswapelo...Astheparentsofallthe

childrenherewealwayspractisefairness...Summer

canjustcomeandgetthekidssotheycanallhave
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ice-cream,Divadoesthesamething,pregnantas

sheisDivabathsallthekidsifthey'reatherhouse...

Wesometimesbuythingsforoneanotherschildren

becausewewantthechildrentofeelcomfortable

withoneanother.Thebrotherspreferitlikethat,

theywanttheirchildrentoshareeverythingincluding

clothes...Hayoleatileasenaborokgwewhenit's

bathtimewejustchangetheirclothes,

Bree:Boboisnotoneofthechildrentsathebrothers

akere

Amane:Simba'schildrentoobutwhenJalocomes

topickherkidsshebuysthingsforallthechildren.

GapeDivaisnottheZimbabweanlady,notthatthere

isanythingwrongwithbeingaZimbabweanbutyou

havebeenwithuslongenoughtoknowhername.

Youcan'tkeepcallingsomeoneaZimbabwean

whentheyhaveaname..It'srude..

Bree:Sorryforthat,ishouldhavesaidDivabutasfor

buyingthingsforthechildrenican'tdothat,your

childrenaretoomanythat'salotofworkand

expenses.Theywilljusthavetolearnthattheycan't

haveeverythingespeciallynowthatyou'regoing
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throughfinances...They'reactingalittlespoilt.

Amane:Let'sjustdropitthenbeforewecrosseach

other.Somethingsarebetterleftunsaid.Don'tbuy

anythingforthechildrenbutatleastkeepyourson

inuntilheisdoneeatingthenhecangoplaywith

others

Bree:BathongAmaneBoboishome...Heishome,

thisishishome...Whyareyoutryingtomakeme

abusemysonjustbecauseyoucan'tteachyour

childrentocontrolthemselves?Youpeoplearenow

toomuchsoihavetofeedthechildrentoo?

Retsilesteppedoutandglaredather...

Retsile:That'senough!Getbackinthehouse...

(therewassilenceastheladieslookedatone

another)NOW!

Breeturnedaroundandwalkedinside.
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Retsile:Dumelang

Amane:Dumelang...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedaway.Retsileclosed

thedoorandwalkedinlookingather...

Retsile:Thatwasoutofline

Bree:I'm notgoingtowastemoneyonsomany

childrenthat'sunfair...canyouimagineifiwas

cookingthenihavetodishfor10kids?!Thisiswhy

therearebirthcontrolsoutthere..

Retsile:Maturityisknowingwhentospeakandwhen

tokeepquietbecauseaftersayingsomethingyou

won'ttakeback.Ifyoufeellikeyouremotionsare

highyoukeepquiet,drinkwaterorjustwalkaway

from thesituationthenyoutalkaftercalmingdown.

Bree:Saysaguywhokickedhisbrotheroutbecause

ofanger...Youcan'tpreachwhatyoudon't

practice...Anddon'tevercommandmelikethatin

frontofanyone,I'm notoneofyournursesatthe



Iam

hospital.

Retsiletookadeepbreathandsighedcalmingdown

lookingather.Shepickedhisfoodandbegun

eating...

Retsile:Youateenoughfood.Putthatdown

Bree:Gakeakgora

Retsile:Thedoctorjustliterallytoldyouthebabyis

growingtoofast...Ithinkwehavetomovein

togetherifthisishowmuchyoueatwhenyou're

alone.

Bree:Ican'tcontrolthebaby'ssize

Retsile:Thenexttimewegoforacheckupandthe

baby'sweightisstillgrowingtoofastheisgoingto

tellyouyouhaveFetalmacrosomia.Youcan'tgivein

yourcravings...Doyouknowwhathappenswhen

youhavethiscondition?Yourpregnancybecomesa

highriskpregnancy,thechildwillexperience

shoulderdystocia,ifyoudon'twanttodieinthe
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deliveryroom youbetterbelievewhatI'm tellingyou.

I'm notamidwifebutiknowwhatI'm talking

about...eatingtoomuchwillhelpthisboygrowand

hisshoulderswillnotgothroughthebirthcanal,he

willbestucktherewhileyou'rebleedingandinpain...

Bythetimeyou'rerushedtotheatreitwillbetoolate.

Notalldeliverydeathsarenursesfault.You'reeither

goingtobeinducedordeliverwithanoperation.I

hatesomeonewhodoesn'ttakemedicaladvice

seriously...

Sheputthefooddownandwalkedout,heshookhis

headandsighed...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmandawalkedinandclosed

thedoorwhileLeruolaidasleeponthecouchwith

theropearoundhiswristgoingallthewaytoeach

twin'sfootastheyplayedbythecarpet...
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Sheputdownthekeys,heslowlygotupand

yawned..

Amanda:(smiled)What'swiththerope?

Leruo:(laughedtakingitout)Ididn'twantthem to

wonderaroundthehouseandinjurethemselvesbut

iwantedtotakeanap...didshesendbackthe

money?

Amanda:Ididn'tfindher,Ifoundherboyfriendand

hethreatenedme...Hetoldmeitwascompensation

forthebackpainshesaysTumiishaving.Heeven

threatenedtokillthechildrenandtoldmetoleave.

Leruo:DidyousignanagreementwithTumi?

Amanda:No

Leruo:Babeyou'realawyer!Youofallpeopleshould

knowtheimportanceofputtingeverythingonpaper.

Amanda:Itrustedher...Youdon'tunderstand.She

wasverysweet...IfitwasanybodyelseIwouldhave

thoughttodoit.Iemptiedthecompanyreserve
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thinkingI'dleavealittleaftergettingaloanbuti

cancelledit...Idon'thavemoneyforthismonth's

rentortopayemployees...Iwascountingonleaving

abitfrom theloan.

Leruo:I'llgotalktohim,let'sgo...

Amanda:Helooksdangerous...Aretogelehela.

Leruo:Thenwhat?Yougetaloantocoverthis

month'srentandthesalariesbecauseifyoudon't

payrentoremployeesthentheywilltakeyouto

labourthelandlordwillsueyou.Youneedthat

money.Let'sgo..

Hepickedtheotherbabyandwalkedoutthenshe

walkedoutwiththeother....

AtTumi'sHouse....

Leruoparkedatthegateandhitthehornthenhe

steppedoutandsatonthebonnetwaiting.
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Theboyfriendputhisbulldogsonleashesand

walkedoverasthetwobeastsbarkedwithdeep

loudvoicesgrowlingandpullinghim sidetoside...

Leruo:(sittingonthebonnet)Babedon'tletthekids

out,rollupthewindows.

Amandaclosedthewindows,herheartpoundedas

theboyfriendopenedthegateandstoodinfrontof

LeruoashisdogsbarkedandtriedjumpingatLeruo

whiletheboyfriendsmirkedatLeruo...

Meanwhileinsidethecarthekidsstoodupshaking

atthesoundofthebigdogs...

Yame:(crying)uncle!?Comehere

Kopo:(crying)Come

Amanda:Shh...Heisfine,theywon'tbitehim...
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Leruoturnedbackstillsittingonthebonnetand

lookedatthekidscrying....

Leruo:Yourdogsarescaringmykids,canyouput

them backinside?

Him:No,whatdoyouwant?

Leruo:MynameisLeruo...Thatwomansittinginside

thecaristhemotherofmychildren.Sheworked

hardforthatmoney.You'renotgoingtojusttakeit

away.Wearegoingtosueyoudowntothelast

thebe.

Him:I'llkillyou,don'tplaywithme.Gosearchformy

name...MynameisMexicoSelepe.Ikilledaman

withanaxe...Thiscarhereiswhat'sleftofhislast

moments.Thecourtsaiditwasselfdefence...Ican

stilldefendmyselfnow...

Hebentoverandremovedthechainsfrom their

necks,Leruostooduponthebonnetasthefirst
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bulldogchargedanddivedoverthebonnerslidingon

theothersidethenhejumpedovertheroofand

stoodthereasthedogsbarkedwiththechildren

cryingandscreaming.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtTumi'sHouse....

Mexicoleanedagainstthegatewhilethedogs

barkedupthecar...

Leruo:Amanda?Reachundertheseatandgiveme

thatlittlebag..Thencoverthechildren'seyes.

ThedogscontinuedbarkingasAmandarolleddown

thewindowjustalittlebitthenshepushedoutthe

heavyblackbag...

Leruoquicklygrabbeditthenhetookoutagunand

loadedthecartridge.Mexicostoppedsmilingand

snappedhisfingers...
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Mexico:Bobby?!(whistling)Rumba?!Comehere!

StandingontheroofofthecarLeruoaimedatthe

otherdogasitopeneditsmouthbarkingthenhe

firedandsplashedblood...

Mexico:(shouted)Bobby!!

Heturnedtotheothersideandaimedatthebulldog

thenhepulledthetriggerwithouthesitation.Thedog

felldownasbloodwetthegroundthenhehopped

downandwalkedpastMexicointotheyard...

Leruo:Sayonemorewordandwatchmeputyouon

awheelchair.

Mexico:Abulldogis5Kdoyouknowthat?
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Leruoknockedonthedoorandwalkedin...

Leruo:Tumi?!?Tumi!?

Mexico:Shevisitedhermother.

Leruoturnedaroundandlookedathim stillholding

thegun...

Leruo:TellyourgirlfriendIwantthatmoneybefore

1pm tomorrow.Thosetwobulletswerewarning

shots.Thenextonewilllandonyourspinalcord...

Mexico:I'lltellher.

HewalkedoutandgotinthecarasMexicosquatted

nexttohisdogscheckingtheirpulsesasblood

flowedontheground.

Leruoputthegunbackinitsbagthenhereversed
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anddroveoffasAmanda'sheartpounded.She

couldn'tbelievesheactuallydisrespectedthisguy

andalmostboughtsharesbehindhisback...She'd

nevertalkbackletalonetrycheating...

Amanda:Whydoyouhaveahandgun?

Leruo:Ihaveapermit

Amanda:Iknowthelaw,handgunsandsemi

automaticgunsarestrictlyprohibitedinBotswana.If

you'recaughtwithagunyou'llrotinjail.Onlyrifles

areallowedsoiknowyoudon'thavepapersforthat

becauseciviliansarenotallowedtoownhandguns.

Leruo:I'llgetridofit...

Heturnedlookingatherandsmiledtouchingher

chin...

Leruo:I'llgetridofit,ok?

Amanda:Ok
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Hetouchedherthighandpickedherhandforakiss...

Atthemainhouse....

Amanetalkedonaconferencecallasshethrewthe

children'sdirtyclothesonthefloor...

Amane:Areyouhome?Iwanttodolaundry,it's3

loads.

Diva:Ijustgothomenow

Amane:LadiesI'm shovingallyourchildreninthe

backseat...(theylaughed)6inthebackseat2inthe

frontseat2intheboot

June:(laughed)Whereareyouputtingmine?Batho

wameomonnye

Amane:Kobooting,zonke!

Summer:(laughed)I'llcomebabysitthem kathey
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won'tfitinthecarandican'tleavetheothers...

Bathoemisanggotsholalaretena

June:Sayssomeonewhosaysshehasn'tseenher

period

Summer:It'sjustafever...Ievenhaveadarklineon

myabdomenbathongfeveryangwagaoebogale

Diva:(laughed)Soundslikemyfever!Iknowthose

symptomskakgwakgwi...(accent)Bameodirire

fever

Theycrackedlaughingoutloud...

Amane:SoBasiodirirefeverleene!

Theycrackedlaughingasshewalkedoutcarrying

theloadtothecar,shenoticedBoborunningfrom

Bree'shousewithNikNaksandstoodbyeating

whiletheotherkidslookedathim forsome...
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Sheignoredandloadedeverything.Meanwhilethe

olderchildrenturnedlookingathim...

Chase:Nooneshouldlookathim aswabegolo

mogotimanangmo.

Lelentle:Hedoesn'tshare!Wearesupposedto

shareweshouldtellhismom becauseheisnot

sharing

Diamond:Justdon'tlookathim,justkeepplaying...

Bame:Anddon'taskhim forsomebecausehewill

saynoagain,wewillfixhim goodnexttime.

Bame:(laughed)Yeahihaveaplan,wherearethe

orangesweboughtontheway?

Jalo's1stborn:(laughed)Guysheistoosmall

Chase:Weteachkidsmanners,evenatschoolwe

fixstudentswhodon'tsharerabatimagorebabake.

Bame:(laughed)Kidslearnfaster

Chase:I'llgogettheorangesinsidethehousebut

let'swaitforhim tofinishhischips...
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Theolderkidscontinuedkickingandheadingthe

balltowardsoneanotheramongstthecirclewhile

theyoungerchildrencontinuedplayingbutthe

youngestoneskeptglancingashim sadlylookingat

him asshecrunchedthechipsandsuckinghis

fingers.

Unabletohearthechildren'sconversationAmane

watchedastheyoungerchildrensadlyplayed,she

closedthebootandwalkedinthehousetalkingto

thephone...

Amane:Amporekelebalagolebolelelabathoke

lonabaledirilengfootballteam...(theladieslaughed)

Divadidyouunderstand?

Diva:Wemadeafootballteam skat...Iunderstanda

bitofTswanaakereitoldyouihadTswanaand

SothocustomersinSAplusI'm learningTswana

throughadick...That'sthefastestway(theyall

laughedoutloud)
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Amane:(laughed)SoBreecamewithfoodand

calledhersoninshoutingcomeeat,whichikindof

brushedoffbecausethekidsaretoomanybutthen

lateronheleftthehousewithalollipopandyou

knowchildren

Summer:Whydidn'tyoutalktoher?That'snotgood

parenting

Amane:Justlisten,soigothereandcalledheraside

tryingtoteachherfairparenting...AkereI'm thinking

sheisyounganddoesn'tactuallyhaveachildmaybe

shedoesn'tknow..Soitellherifshecan'tbuyforall

thechildrenshemustfeedhersoninprivate

meaningsheshouldn'tscream outcomeeatorlet

him leavewithasweet...Uhnnyaammakehaenna

kgangsheevensaidBoboishome,thisishishome...

Kerayagorekesulagaletswekejaratae.Shetalking

abouthewehewethosechildrenaretoomanyand

they'respoiltbratstheymustknowtheycan'thave

everythingtheywant.

Summer:(laughed)Sosheisanisland?

June:Ijustwanttoknowsomething,whoisgoingto
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helpherkabotsetsi...Wagobewakemangbotsetsi?

Diva:Shewillhireamaidbutsheshouldlearntobe

fair.Ican'tbelievewecontributedtopayforher

son'sfamilyfundayledifacepaintingsandshe

thinksbuyingsweetsforP10isalot.

Amane:I'vedecidedtojustletherdoasshewants,

thesekidswilleventuallygetusedtothenewkid

whodoesn'tshare

June:Itwillbehardbecausetheykids...

Amane:Whatchoicedowehave?NnammeI'llkeep

feedinghersbecauseheisinnocent.

Summer:Wellidon'tplaylikethat,whenicome

thereI'm bringingmilkshakesforourkidsonly.I

can'tbelieveiboughtherchildagun...malobawheni

waspickingupthechildrenibroughthim agun...I

couldhavejustpickedthechildrenandhandedthem

toysatmyhousebutiactuallygavehim hisbefore

pickingthechildrenup.

June:(laughed)Guysdon'tregretwhatyoudid,the

childisinnocentbuttheproblem isifwekeepgiving

hersshewon'tlearn.
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Diva:(laughed)YeahbutIthinkweshouldletitpass,

let'sseeifshewillcontinue,Breeisnotaparentyet.

Shewillchangehermindafterhavingachild

becauseonlyparentswillunderstand.

Summer:Sountilthenwhosechildwillbe

emotionallyabusedbecauseanadultwhoknows

howtohavesexcan'tusecommonsense?Guys

evenkidsknowthatyou'resupposedtosharewith

yourplaymate.Breeisteachingherstepsonbad

behaviour.

Amane:Yeahbutlet'swaitandseeifshewillchange

hermind...

June:Agreedmyshortfriend?

Summer:Agreed,wewatchherforafewweeksthen

I'm striking.

Amane:Ineedtoworkhardtogetoutofhere,I

sweargettinghelpcanbeacaseattimes..

Diva:Don'toverworkyourselfthough...

Amane:Ok,bathongI'm leaving.I'm onlytakingbaby

Diva:YouknowwhatletmecomegettheLoadifeel
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likethebabyistooyoungtobedrivingaround..

Amane:Ohok

Summer:I'm alreadyinthecarsoI'llgetthem and

dropthem offatyourhouse.

Diva:Ok.

Amanesatonthebedandpulledthebabyoverthen

shebegunchangingherdiaper...

Amane:Ladiesgosiame,thebabyisup

June:DiditellyouthatIfoundananny?Kanakowill

letmeknowwhenhecanbringhim.

Amane:Ok,noproblem.Byeladies

Diva:Bye,ififindcoinsinthepocketsbeforeputting

them inthemachinethenit'smine

Summer:(laughed)luckyngwanaka

Theylaughedandhungup.ChaseandBamewalked
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inthebedroom...

Chase:Mamacanwehaveoranges?

Amane:(changingthediaper)OK...peelforallthe

youngestchildren.

Bame:Ok!

Theboysranintothekitchenandgotthehalfbagof

oranges.Theygiggledrunningtowardstheplaytree..

Theyoungerkidsjumpedupanddownandformeda

lineasusual.Bobojoinedthelineplayingwith

Lelentle...

BameheldthebagoforangeswhileChasetookout

onebyone...

Chase:Ok...Oneforyou...Oneforyou...Onefor



Iam

you....

Eachchildgottheorangeandsteppedaside,

DiamondandSimba's1stborntrappedtheirs

betweenthethighsandpeeledforalltheyounger

ones.Bobo'sturncameandhesteppedforward

smiling,Chaseskippedhim andhandedBasi'slast

born...

Chase:Ok!

Bame:Wearedone,nowit'stimetogoputthis

back..

Lelentle:Youdidn'tgiveBobo

Bobo:Iwantmine

Chase:Minekaennananyana?

Bame:Youdidn'tsharewithotherssonooneis

sharingwithyou.

Basi'slast:I'llsharewithhim

Lelentle:Metoo,I'll-
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Chase:Hey!?Nooneissharing,weonlysharewith

peoplewhoshare.Eatyourorangesandplay...

Bameranbacktothehousewiththe3remaining

orangesandputthem inthehousethenhejoined

hiscousinsastheyate.Bobostoodtherebitinghis

nailsthenhewalkedbacktothehouse...

MeanwhileinsidethehouseBreelaidonthecouch

asRetsilestoodupandfixedhistie...

Retsile:Ihavetogo...

Bobowalkedinbitinghisnailstearfullyandstopped

holdinghisfather'sleg..

Bobo:Iwantanorange

Bree:Wedon'thaveorangesbutyoucanhaveapear,

comeheremylove
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Bobo:(crying)Iwantorange

Retsile:Whydoyouwantanorange?

Retsilesteppedoutandlookedatthechildren

outsideeatingoranges.

Retsile:Gojewadiorangekontekwa,doyousee

whatyou'vedone?

Breegotupandlookedoutsidethenshesighedand

shookherhead.

Bree:Istillwon'tfeedtheirchildren,leteveryone

feedtheirchildren

Retsile:Am inotgivingyouenoughmoney?You're

talkingasifyou'reusingyourmoney.

Bree:Soyou'regoingtorubitonmyface?It'sonlya

matteroftimebeforeigetmymoney.
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Retsile:Whenlastdidyouevengoforthetutorsor

study?Theexam isjustaroundthecorner.Youneed

somethingtokeepyoubusyinsteadofeatingand

increasingthebaby'sweight.

Bree:NnakepregnantI'llwritemyexam aftergapei

wanttostartabusiness.Educationisnotalwaysthe

keytosuccessronamofamilyyaronaweare

businesspeople...Allmycousinshavebusinesses

buttheyhavenevergraduated.

Retsile:Ican'tbelieveimadeababywithsomeone

whothinkslikethisabouteducation

Bree:BobocomewatchTV...

Retsile:Thenexttimeyoubuylittlethingslike

sweetsandsnacksyoubuyforeachchild.It'smy

moneyandidon'tmindthefairness,Bobowenttoa

familyfundaylastweekendAmanepaidforhis

entrance,facepaintingandeverythingheatethere..I

don'tknowifit'syourhormonesorit'swhoyou're

becauseihaven'tdatedyouenoughbutidon'tlike

selfcenteredpeople.You'reteachingmyson

somethingI'm not,
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Bree:I'm notbuyinganythingfor10kidsgothele

mazimbakwemoteng?Aenothanks.Idon'teven

havepotstofeedacompletefootballteam.

Retsile:That'snotthepoint,ifyoucan'tgiveallother

kidskeepBobointhehouseasekaabantshadipelo.

(sighed)Youknowwhat....Ourparentingskillsare

waytoodifferent.Igrewupwithatwinandcousins

sosharingismylife.NowI'm wonderingwhyyour

cousinleftBotswanaandneverlookedback.Itmust

havebeenterriblegrowingupwithyou.Clearlyyou

werenottaughtsharing...

Bree:Howdareyoujudgemelikethat

Retsileglaredatherforasecondthenhewalkedout

anddroveoff.BreeputthecartoonsforBoboand

gavehim apear.

AtBasimane'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonBasimanewalkedacrossthe
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receptionheadingtohisoffice,Mmogostoodup

andfollowedhim...

Mmogo:Sir!

BasiturnedaroundlookingatRetsilethenhe

rememberedthestoryabouttheeviltwin...

Basi:Aita...Andit'sBasiorMotsumi,don'tcallme

sir

Mmogo:Ok,mynameisMmogo.Canihave5

minutesofyourtime?

Basi:Thisway...

Theywalkedintheofficethenhesatdownand

sighedexplaininghimselfasBasilistened...

Mmogo:Evenjustcleaningthefishpondsorfeeding
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thefishes.I'm ahardworkerandyoucanonlypay

mewhenyou'resatisfiedwithmywork.Ifyou'renot

youcanchoosenottopay.I'm alsowillingtoaccept

anyamount,P500foranythingitdoesn'tmatterhow

hard...Iwanttopayforaroom.

Basi:Doyouhaveadriver'slicense?

Mmogo:Yessir,Imeanyes...Ihave2actually,kena

leyadigoods.Iusedtodeliverbreadforthisother

bakeryinMolepolole.

Basi:OkcauseHRtoldmetheywillpostvacancyfor

adriver,ourotherdriverisnowdrivingoutbignew

trucksothesmallertruckthatdeliversinMaunand

Surroundingareasdoesn'thaveadriver.

Mmogo:Soyou'rehiringmeasadriver?

Basi:Yeah,thesalaryisusuallyverylowwhenyou're

starting,ithinkit's4.5K

Mmogosighedinreliefandstoodupfoldinghisfist.

Emotionsfilledhischestasheswallowedputting
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hishandstogetherasifhewasprayingthenhe

lookedatBasimane.

Mmogo:Thankyousomuch,you'venoideahow

muchyouchangedmylife...

Basi:(smiled)Iknowwhatit'sliketolosehopeinlife.

Mmogo:Thankyou.Haveagoodday

Basi:Youtoo

Mmogowalkedoutsmiling,hewasn'tsurewherehe

wasgoingbuthecouldn'tstopsmiling.Hisphone

rang...

Mmogo:Hello?

Voice:HiMmogo,it'sCelineihaveyourofferletter

hereforthepostofsportsofficer.

Mmogo:I'llbetherein(estimatedthewalking

distance)I'llbetherein2hours.
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Voice:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedalongtheroad,hestillhad

theP250from lastnight...Manthatgirlwasso

sweet...Thatwasluckatitsbest,gettingfreegood

pussyandP250....OkMmogofocus!Backto

planning,heneededthephonetofindahouseonline

andfixingthescreentobeabletogoonlineisabout

P150butthenthatwouldleavehim withP100,

landlordswantfullamountbeforegivingyouakey...

Eish!

InLinda'scar...

MeanwhileLindalistenedtothemusicasshesipped

adrinkandthoughtsherecognisedthemanwalking

bytheroad.Shesloweddownandfrowned,itdidn't

makesense...Mmogowaslonggone,washe?

Shepulledoverthesideoftheroadandmadeaturn
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thenshedrovebackandsloweddownnexttohim

rollingdownthewindow.Hiseyeslitupashesmiled

surprised,shesmiledbackandstoppedthenhegot

in.

Heclosedthedoorandtheyhuggedbeforeleaning

back...

Linda:Ithoughtyou'regonealready

Mmogo:Ithoughtaboutwhatyousaidandchanged

mymind...You'relookingatthenewdriverofBasi's

deliverytruck

Hermouthdroppedassheleanedoverandhugged

him...

Mmogo:You'realsolookingatPulaInternational

schoolsportsofficer
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Lindacoveredhermouth...

Mmogo:(laughed)Idon'tknowwhereyoubeenall

mylifebutyou'repowerful.Thanksforthewordsof

encouragement.Comehere..

Hepulledhercloserandhuggedher...

Linda:Iwasjustknockingoff,icantakeyouthere...

Mmogo:Sure...

Minuteslatersheparkedthecarandhewalkedin.

Shewaitedinthecarandleanedbackthoughtfully

blushingonherown...

Awhileafterhewalkedoutholdingasealedbrand

newuniform andacontract.Hegotinandclosed

thedoorthenshepicked2golfTshirtsandaformal

shirtwiththeschoollogo...
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Linda:Yourancestorsarefast,lastnightyouwere

unemployednowyouhave2jobs? Youhavea

grandmotherwhohasacatright?

Theycrackedlaughingasheshowedherthe

contract...

Mmogo:Thegoodthingaboutitisthaticomeon

Wednesdayandweekends.Salaryyatengisnot

bad...It's2k,

Linda:It'salotkanathismeansyoucanrenta

properhouseforlike1K,onewithbathroom and

toilet..Youdon'thaveachildsoagolekanyeplus

salaryyadriving.

Mmogo:Yeahsocanibeasquatterinyourhouse

untilistartgettingpaid?Iwon'tbeonyourway,I

won'tbeeatinginyourhouseaswell.

Linda:(laughed)Wewillshare,don'tworry.Atleast

otampata2minutes,ntueleyaboigisaatnight.
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Mmogo:Sure

Shestartedthecaranddroveoff.....

AtLinda'shouse....

LateronLindaandMmogowalkedinthehouse,she

openedthedoorofthesecondbedroom...

Linda:Youcansleepinhere...

Mmogo:Thanks...

Theireyeslockedasshewalkedoutsidethenhe

sighedandputdownhisthings.Hesmiled

thoughtfullyandknockedonherdoor,she

respondedthenhestuckhisheadin...

Mmogo:Hi,aboutlastnight...Idon'tchargefordick
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anymore,itsfree...

Shelaughedlookingathim...

Linda:(laughed)I'm full,thanks

Mmogo:Weusuallygiveourcustomersabonus

afterbuyingdickforP250,canigiveyouyourbonus?

Linda:(laughed)Isaidno

Mmogo:(walkingin)Oganadickyamahala?

Lindalaughedandjumpedonthebedavoidinghim

from theothersideashetriedtograbher.She

jumpeddownthebedandranoutlaughing...

Mmogo:Linda?It'sfree..Customerappreciation

Linda:Gatwefreeobatagonjakastyle?Keagana

Mmogo:Supportalocalbusinessthemma,(he

smiledblushing)Takwano...
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Lindasmiledwalkingbackwardsashefollowedher

smiling...

Linda:No,keagana.

Mmogo:Lindy?Comehere...

Lindaunlockedthedoorandwalkedoutashe

followedher,shelookedbehindherasshewalked

alongthepoolsmiling...

Mmogo:(smiled)Lindakaretakwano...Hankago

latelawagoutuwakababakommolong..

Shelaughedandheldherhipslookingathim thenhe

ranoverherandlandedinthepoolwithher.She

emergedandsmiledrubbingthewateroffherface

thenshenoticedhewasfloatingonthewaterwith

hiseyesclosedandstoppedsmiling...
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Linda:Mmogo?

Sheswam overandpulledhim tothestepsofthe

poolwithhisheadonherarm thensheleanedover

foramouthtomouth,hekissedherbackandsmiled

theshelaughedandsmackedhim...

Linda:(laughed)Mxm!

Hefacedherandtiltedhisheadleaninginforasoft

kissthenhepulledouttheTshirt,hepulledouthis

Tshirtandtheykissedatthecornerofthepool.

Amandawalkedoutthroughthekitchendoorand

approachedthepool...

LindagotonMmogo'sbackashewalkedtothe

deeperside,Amandastoppedbythepooland

lookedatthem..
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Linda:Ohhey...Comemeetmy-(shelookedathim

smiling)

Mmogo:Boyfriend

Linda:ThisisMmogo....(tohim)That'smysister

Amanda...

Mmogo:NicetomeetyouAmanda...

Amandalookedathim thenshelookedathersister

smilingsittingonhisbackashepiggybackedherin

thepool...

*

*

*

*

*
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#137

AtLinda'sHouse...

Amanda:(smiled)Hi,nicetomeetyoutooMmogo.

LindammaIwasjustpassingby.Nekesaeta..I'm

actuallygoingtothemall.

Linda:Ohok..

Lindahoppedoutofthepoolandwalkedinthe

housewithher...

Linda:Wedidn'tplanswimminghaobonakeapereG

stringjaana...

Amanda:(laughed)OK...

Lindagotatowelinthebathroom andwrapped
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herselfupthensheputonhershoesandwalkedher

tothecar...

Linda:So,whatdoyouthinkofMmogo?

Amanda:Helooksnice,doyoulovehim?

Linda:Ilovehim somuch,IfeellikeI'vefinallyfound

someoneIclickwith.

Amanda:I'm happyforyou...It'sabouttimeyouget

someoneandstopbotheringme..

Theylaughedassheleanedinthecarandgreeted

thetwins...

AtBree'sHouse...

Breebrowsedthroughhersocialmediaandcame

acrossapostinwhichhercousinwastaggedby

somewhiteguy.
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"I'vehadthisengagementringforabout3months

now.EverynowandthefatherI'dtakepictureswhile

shewasn'tlooking.Beautifulassheyouwon't

believewhenwemetshedidn'tlikeherskincolour.

Sheexperiencedalotofbullyingfrom childhood

untilshewasabletostandupforherselfand

distanceherselffrom everyonewhobringsherdown.

Funnyenoughhercomplexionismyfavouritething

aboutherbody.Ladiesandgentlemenshesaidyes.

ThisisMrsCoopertobe."

Sheclickedonthepicturesandsmiledemotionally

goingthrougheachandeveryoneofthem leaving

heartreactionsthenshecommentedanddialed

her....

Her:Hello?

Bree:Hi,congratulations...

Her:Thanks
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Bree:Ican'twaittobethebestlady,whenisthe

wedding?

Her:Ialreadyhaveabestlady,theAfricanwedding

willbeinDecember.

Bree:Ehe...Whoisit?

Her:It'smybestfriend.Sheisfrom Uganda.

Bree:Okyomontshoyoneotsileleenemolesong?

Her:HernameisAfiya

Bree:Ok,bathobamadiagamamacalledme,they

wantedtoletmeknowthatthemoneywillbe

depositedinmyaccountadayaftermy21st

birthday.

Her:Goodforyou.Ihavetogo

Bree:Bye

ShehungupandsighedtextingRetsile...

Retsile:Sorryforbeingrudeearlier.I'lltrytobenice.
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Sosorry.

Shesentthetextandsighedworriedly,thelevelof

stressrosefilledherchest...Waseverywoman

aroundhergivingheracoldshoulder?Shesighed

anddialedBatsilebutthephonewentunanswered.

Shegotupandsatbeforethemirrordoingher

makeupthensheputonanicedressandturned

aroundlookingatherself...

Bobowalkedinyawningandrubbinghiseyes...

Bree:Heyyou'reup...

Bobo:Iwantmotogo..

Shegotupandwalkedinthekitchenwhereshe

madecornflakesforhim ashestoodbyyawning..

Bobo:Iwantmotogo...
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Bree:Babeican'tcook,I'm tired...Howaboutiwarm

ourtakeaways?It'schickenandchips..

Bobo:Iwantmotogo

Sheopenedtheshelfandpulledoutinstantporridge

thoughherefusedtoeatitinthemorning.

Bobo:Notphaleche

Bree:Itoldyouit'snotphalecheit'sinstantporridge

andittastethesame

Bobo:Iwantmotogowithacup.

Bree:Boboweeyou'renotwithgrannyanymore,you

havetoeatnicerthings

Bobo:Daddycancookmotogo,youboilwaterthen

youmixlikethis(movinghisfingerintocircle)thenit

jumpsuplikephukphukphuk...Youcoversothat

youdon'tburnthenyouputmilkandsugar.

Bree:Ican'tcooknow,jachickennana...I'llbuyyou
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atoyifyoueat..

Bobostoppedtalkingwithalongface...

Bree:Ok,I'm goingtoseemyfriend.I'llbuyyou

motogoattheshop.You'regoingtoremainwith

auntieyou'lltellheryouwantmotogo.Shehas

motogoforLelentle.

Bobo:Ok,...YoutellherwhenI'm gone.Don'tsayit

immediatelywhenwewalkin.

Bobo:Ok...

Bree:Come...

Shegrabbedhishandandlockedthedoorthenshe

walkedtothemainhousewheresheknocked..

Obakengopenedthedoorthenshewalkedinwith

BoboasDivastoodbywaitingforthechildrento

finishputtingontheirshoes...
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Bree:Hi

Diva:Hello

Bree:AmaneBobowantedtoplaywiththekids,I'm

goingtobuytpandidon'thavethecarwithme..I

leftitatRetsile'shousebecausehewasdrivingus.

Amane:Waiithey'regoingasyoucansee...Bagaba

nne,batholabadikologadijaratatsetsothe,itslike

theydon'twanttopart.

Bree:Hecangowiththem,it'sstillOK.

Diva:They'regoingtomyhouse

Bree:Yeahit'sstillfine.I'llcallandpickhim up.

Bobo:(toAmane)Auntieiwantmotogo.

Amane:Obakengtsholelamonnaomotogomo

pitsengyagaLelentle.Keenemmamotogomono.

Keberekagotholaketsholamotogo..

Diva:Okguyslet'sgo...



Iam

ThechildrenwalkedoutwhileChasewalkedin

mixingmotogoforBobo.Bobomethim halfwayand

gotitthenhebeguneatingwhilestanding..

Amane:SitdownBobo...

Diva:Shouldiwaitforhim orleave?

Amane:Breegorayagoreyou'llgowithhim right?

Banabaatsenamoshopong.Youjustputhim inthe

trolleyseatyabana

Bree:Lethim go,hekeepsaskingtoplaywiththem.

I'llgogethim.

Amane:Isee..It'sfinethen.

Bree:Thanks..

Shewalkedoutandopenedherumbrellawalkingout

thegate.Thesisterslookedatoneanotherbutthen

ChasewasstilltheretyingBobo'sshoelacessothey

didn'tsayanythingtooneanotherexcepttosmile

andshaketheirheads.Boboemptiedthebowlthen

Chasegotitandquicklywasheditbeforepicking
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him upandrushingoutsidetojointheothers.

AtBatsile'soffice...

Batsilesighedsittingbyhisdesktalkingtothe

phone.....

Batsile:Howmuchisthebalancenow?....**....We

needatleast4investorstoreachthetargetinthe

next2daysbecauseoncetheycloseusdownthey

willannouncethedatefortheauctionsale.Thesad

thingisthatwemighthavetocompetewithother

bidderswhowillhavemorethanwehavesoitcould

havebeenbetterifwepassedthemarkalittle..

TherewasaknockonthedoorthenLeruowalkedin

andclosedthedoor.Batsilesmiledandnodded

greetinghim silentlyasLeruosmiledwithatwo

fingersalutationonthesideofthehead..
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Batsile:(onthephone)Yeah...Exactly...Sowhatdo

yousuggest?

LeruoreachedforBatsile'sframedfamilypicture

andlookedatitthenhesmiled.Thisguyhadstrong

genes,hewasmakingcopiesofhimselfandthe

boyswereworse...

Batsile:(onthephone)Alright,letmegetbacktoyou.

Sure

HehungupandlookedatLerio...

Leruo:Yourassistantwasn'tatherseatsoijustgot

in.

Batsile:It'salright,what'sup?

Leruo:Arewewinning?

Batsile:Heigakesuretota...Wearerunningoutof

timebutwehave4freeslots.
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Leruo:I'llforwardtheproposaltoafewofmy

mother'sfriends.Ididn'twantpoliticiansknowing

aboutitakerewabaitsebao?Theymighttintthis

withcorruption.

Batsile:Truebutifwehavegoodlawyersthenit

shouldbeOK..

Leruo:Ok,ineedafavour...Amandaaresheputyou

onthebirthcertificatesbeforeknowingthey'renot

yourssowewanttotakeyouout.

Batsile:Okthat'scool,when?

Leruo:I'llletyougatwegotisiwaDNAtestresults.

Batsile:Alright,noproblem

Leruo:Areokopagoreoskabolelelawifecause

she'llbeembarrassedsofrom metoyountirelathat

favouraswell.

Batsile:Aslongasyoukeepherawayfrom my

familythenwearegood.Iwon'ttellher.

Therewasaknockthenthedooropened,Bree

steppedin..Fuck!Whatwrongwiththisgirl,he
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ignoreshercallandsheshowsupwithoutwarning,

andwherethehellisthePA..

LeruoturnedaroundandlockedeyeswithBree,he

swallowedandlookedawaylickinghislipsthenhe

tookadeepbreathandlookedatheragain...Such

beauty!Shelookedlikeshejustwalkedoutofa

Hollywoodhighschoolmovieexceptshehadthat

littlebumpbutdang...He'dneverseensuchbeauty

especiallypregnant...

Breelookedinhiseyesandfeltthestingofhiseyes,

sheturnedawayandtuckedherhair...

Bree:Hi..

Leruo:Hi...

Batsile:Hello,whatareyoudoinghere?

Bree:Iwasjustbored.Ineededsomeonetotalkto.

Batsile:LeruothisismycousinBritney,Breethisis
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mybusinesspartnerLeruo...Heandiwerejustina

meetingdiscussingsomethingreallyimportant.Do

youthinkyoucangiveusaminute?

Bree:Sure

Theguyslookedatherasshewalkedoutandclosed

thedoorthentheylookedatoneanotherasifthey

couldreadoneanother'sminds.Theylaughedatthe

sametimeandsatproperly...

Leruo:(laughed)Whatisit?

Batsile:(laughed)Nothing...

Leruo:Sosheisyourcousin?

Batsile:Yeah,butsheistaken...

Leruo:(laughed)Ididn'tevensayanything..

Batsile:(laughed)I'm justputtingitoutthere,heisa

doctorandhewantstoputaringonit.

Leruo:Noman,I'm good...I'vegotafamily...Koore

bontejwagagwebontshoganyeditsehela...Baba
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ntsengjaanankabebannaboMissBotswanare

shinerkabone.

Batsile:Anakawinnerbecauseenetotaomonte,

hermotherwasbeautifultoo.

Leruo:Dicousintsalonadihotmajitanelesairi

tloftloflegola?

Batsile:(laughed)I'dneverdothatwithmycousins...

OmpuisathataLeruo,whatelsedoyouwant?

Leruo:Justwantedthebirthcertificateissuesorted

sowearegoodnow..

HestoodupthenthedooropenedagainasBree

stuckherheadin..

Bree:Keatsamaya,ketagochekanakonngweose

busy.

Batsile:Sure

Sheclosedthedoor...
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Leruo:Shap

Batsile:Sure,justhaveAmandascheduleeverything

fortheDNAtestthenwego.I'm goingwithyounot

her.

Leruo:Sure

Leruowalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenhe

walkedoutofthebuildingandgotinthecar.He

reversedanddroveoutoftheparkinglotandslowed

downlookingatBreewalkingbyholdingan

umbrella...

Leruo:Hi..

Bree:Hi

Leruo:Areyeotshubangwanakaletsatsi

Shelaughedandclosedtheumbrellathenshe

closedthedoorandpulledtheseatbelt.
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Herfloraldresspulledbackrevealingheryellow

thighs...Thisgirlwassupperyellow,shepulleddown

herdressandsighed...

Bree:Thanksfortheride

Leruo:Sure,mynameisLeruo

Bree:Batsilealreadyintroducedusremember

Leruo:(laughed)Ohyeah,forgot

Bree:(noticedatoyonthedashboard)Howoldis

yourbaby?

Leruo:They'retwins,baberekela3years.

Bree:Ok,thisismyfirstbiologicallybutihavea

stepsonwhois4.

Leruo:Ok,lennathey'renotminebiologicallybutI'm

hopingtobetheirdad,wehaven'treachedthedaddy

stageyet,(laughed)I'm stilluncle..

Bree:(laughed)Soyoudon'thaveachildwena?
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Leruo:Notyet...Therelationshipisnewbutsofarso

good...

Bree:Mineisnewaswellbutwearealreadyfighting

aboutalotofthings.Iwantedtoseemycousinsoi

canjusttalktosomeonewhowon'tjudgeme.

Leruo:What'sstressingyou?

Bree:Ifeellikepeopledon'tunderstandme,women

getintimidatedorsomethingbecauseI'm notclose

toanyone...

Leruo:(laughed)Lewenaomontethatanobodywill

wantyouclosebecausemencanbedogsattimes.

Retswapelokapela

Bree:Wellitpunishesme,Iwishihadsomeoneto

talkto...kooreantheetsahelarebualebakaor

wheneverI'm lonely.

Leruo:Youcanhavemynumberandtalktome

wheneveryou'redown.Friendshiphela..

Bree:Babymamayagagowon'tkillmeareraajola?

Leruo:(laughed)Wedon'tsharephonesandwe

don'tstaytogether.SheisgoingbacktoGaboronein
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afewdays.Gapewearejustfriends,idon'tseewhy

she'dhaveaproblem becauseit'snotlikeweare

doinganythingwrong.Ihavealotoffemalefriends

thatI'm notevensleepingwith...youpeoplelike

friendzoningusakere

Bree:(laughed)Nobodywantstoloseagoodfriend

bysleepingwiththem..

Hetookouthisphoneandhandedittoherthenshe

typeditandhandeditback,hecalledandsmiled.

Leruo:So...Wareng?Warekestresssaeng?

Shesighedandbeguntalkingandtalking.....

Atthemainhouse...

LaterthateveningBatsiledrovethroughthegate

andparkedinfrontofthehousethenheremainedin
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thecar,hewasrunningoutoftimeandhestillhadn't

raisedenough.He'dreachedadead-endnow..He

emailedeveryonehecouldthinkoff...Washeabout

toloseitall?

Hesteppedoutandwalkedinthehousewhile

Amanewassittingonthecouchfeedingthebaby.

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhesatdownand

sighed...

Amane:Notagooddaytoday?

Batsile:No,I'm sotiredoffighting...IfeellikeI'm

fightingalosingbattle.

Amane:You'redoinggood...Don'tgiveup..

Thewayhewastireditwasn'tworthittoworryhim

aboutBree'sdramaorhavehim thinkhisfamily

wasn'tatpeace.Divacalledthenshepicked....
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Amane:Hello?

Diva:Hi,whenisBreecomingtopickupherson?I'm

puttingtheyoungonestobed,boObakeng

convincedmetheywanttosleepover.

Amane:Shehasn'tpickedhim?

Diva:No,andihonestlydon'tfeelcomfortable

havingherchildherebecauseshehasherwayof

parenting.MaybeIwillfeedhersonsomethingheis

allergicto.Dealingwithsomeonelikeherishard,if

thebabycatchesaflueshewillsaytheZimbabwean

womanpoisonedherchild.Thewayshereplacesmy

nationalitywithmynameIdon'twanttobeina

situationwhereherchildgetssickinmyhouse.

Amane:I'llcallherandtellher...jaanongorebelegisa

ngwana.

Diva:Mathata,bye

Shehungup..

AtRetsile'shouse....
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LateronLeruoparkedatthegate,Breelookedatthe

lockedgateandsighed..

Bree:Shit!Retsilehasthekeys.Andheisnotpicking.

Heisprobablybusy..

Leruo:Soitakeyouhome?

Bree:Yeah,

Leruo:Ok,causeihavetogetbackhomeaswell.I

beengonefortoolong.

Bree:Ok

Hereversedanddroveoff...

AtLeruo'sHouse....

LessthananhourlaterLeruoparkedthecarand

walkedinthehouse,Yamesmiledandrantowards
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him.Hesmiledandpickedherup...

Leruo:Theprincessishere!Andherecomesanother

one!

HegotdownpickingKopowiththeotherarm then

hewalkedinthekitchencarryingthem...

Kopo:Webaked

Leruo:Wow,really?

Yame:Yes!

HewalkedinandkissedAmandawhileshestoodby

thestove...

Amanda:Hey..Gohaveaseat,thefoodisready...

Leruo:Ok
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Heputthekidsdownandtookouthisphonethenhe

checkedhisemailsandforwardedmoreoffersto

otherbusinesspartners...

Oneofthegirlsfelloutsideandbeguncrying,heslid

thephoneonthecounterandranoutwherehe

pickedYameandshushedherassheworehisbig

shoes...

Leruo:Shhh....Sorry...Babeyoucan'tweardaddy's

shoesthey'retoobig...

Kopo:Shefell...

Leruo:Yeah...

Shehadbittenherlowerlipthenhewalkedinthe

bathroom andwashedhermouthasshecontinued

crying...

MeanwhileinthekitchenAmandadishedandtook
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outajarofherhomemadelemonade..Leruo'sphone

rangthensheturnedaroundlookingatthescreen,

Britneycalling....

Amanda:Babe?(Yamecontinuedcryingwhilehe

wastalkingtoher)Yourphone...(picked)Hello?

Bree:Hi,kekopagobualemongwamogala.

Amanda:Excuseyou?

Bree:Isn'tthisLeruo'sphone?Canitalktohim?

LeruowalkedincarryingYameasshekeptquietand

laidherheadonhisshoulder,Amandaputthecaller

onloudspeakerandheldthephoneforhim looking

rightinhiseyes...

Leruo:Hello?

Bree:Hi,itsBree...Therrawenacanyoutakemeto

mycousin'shouse?Iwanttopickupmyson.

Rragweisonanightshift.
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Leruo:Um...Now?

Bree:Yes,please..?Akerewaitsesituationyateng

withtheseladies.Pleasecome..

Leruo:Ok,letmeaskmmagweboNnanapelecause

shewasabouttoleave.

Bree:(laughed)heewaremang?Iwantyoutohelp

me,nother.Idon'tevenknowher.

Leruo:Yeahigetyou,Shap

Shehungup,Leruolookedinhersuspiciouseyes

andsighed...

Leruo:Sheismyfriend...

Amanda:Soyou'regoingtohelpheratthistime?It's

almost10pm..

Leruo:That'swhyIsaidyou'releavingbecauseI

wantedtohaveagoodreasonifyoudon'twantme

togo.It'suptoyou,wecangotogether,icango

aloneoryoucango.
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Amanda:Areobatawenaakere?Leruothewadi

dira

Leruo:Babekaenganong?

SheclickedonWhatsAppandsearchedherprofile

picture.

Amanda:Mxm,ibilekebabaitshogangbatsenyabo

AriannaGrandetheircoversjaakabananyana.

Leruo:It'sherpicturegaseArianna

Amandaclickedonitandlookedatthisasiancross

breed..

Amanda:(sighed)Kemathata,sowheredidyou

meet?

Leruo:Sideoftheroad,whyareyouasking?Cani
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askonething,am inotallowedtohavefemale

friends?CauseifI'm notallowedIwillstoptalkingto

her.

BreecalledagainthenAmandaturnedlookingat

him...

Leruo:BabecanigohelpheroutorshoulditellherI

can't?Nkgolleketsamaeorganakemolatolele,it's

uptoyou.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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#138

AtLeruo'sHouse..

Amandalookedathim asherheartshuttered,was

sheabouttoletherstupidpersonalityruinher

relationshipagain...

Leruo:Ifyoudon'twantmetogoiwon'tgo.Sheis

justafriend.

Amanda:Am iallowedtoalsohavemalefriends?

Becauseinmymindwhenyou'redatingyoudon't

needtobeclosetopeopleoftheoppositesexthat

close.

Leruo:Butwelivewithotherpeopleonearthbabe..

Youcan'tisolateyourpartnerfrom therestofthe

world.

Amanda:Soyouranswerisyesicanhavemale
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friends?

Leruo:Aslongastheyknowihaveagunandwon't

hesitateshootingthem iftheytryanything.Youcan't

comparementowomen...

Amanda:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Leruo:Youdon'thavemalefriendssoyouwantto

gooutthereandgivemenyournumberjustto

competewithme?Youneedtofocusonourchildren

andus...Stopworryingaboutmecheatingonyou

becauseitwillneverhappen.Ibeensingleforfartoo

longtomessituplikethat..

Heputthebabydownandsteppedoverputtinghis

handsaroundherthenherkissedheragainstthe

fridgeasshelookeddownsadly.Heliftedherchin

andkissedher...

Leruo:(loweredhisvoice)Keagorataautwa?Trust

me...Please
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Hekissedherandhuggedherastheybothtook

deepbreathshugging...

Amanda:Ok,youcango,ichoosetotrustyou

becauseyouknowwhatI'vebeenthrough.

Leruo:Thanks,I'm goingwiththegirls...

Amanda:(smiledgladly)OK..

Hetookthegirlsandwalkedout,shesmiledand

wavedstandingatthemaindoorthenshelockedthe

doorandwenttothekitchenwhereshecovered

theirfood.

Atthemainhouse...

MeanwhileAmanestoodbyhavingafruitwhile

Batsilehelpedoutinthekitchencleaning,heturned

aroundandpickedherupputtingheronthe

counter...
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Batsile:Youshouldn'tstandfortoolong.

Amane:Thanksforhelpingouttoday,iknowhow

hardyou'reworkingintheoffice.

Batsile:Yeah,howareyoudoing?

Amane:I'm good...

StandingbythesinkhecouldseeLeruo'scar

parkinginfrontofBree'shouse.

Batsile:DoyouknowAmanda'sboyfriend?

Amane:Ngng

Batsile:comeseehim...

Heturnedaroundputheronhisbackthenhewalked

tothewindowwheretheybothwatchedashegot

outofthecarandknocked,Breesteppedoutthenhe

stretchedhishandholdinghersasshewalkedthe
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stoop.

Batsile:That'shim,heisoneoftheinvestors.

Amane:Sowhat'shedoinginBree'shouseatthis

time?

Batsilesteppedbackandleanedbackwardsasshe

satonthecounteragain....

Batsile:Breewenttotheofficetoday,idon'tknow

whatshewantedtotellmebutIwastoobusy...

Actuallyiwaswithhim soIintroducedthem.Iguess

theymeteachotherandexchangednumbers...

Amane:Ok,

Batsile:LeruoaskedmeforDNAtesting,apparently

Amandahadwrittenmedownasthefathersothey

wanttoremovemyname.(laughed)Skatogawa

nkutwallakediradiDNAtestswithoutyour

knowledgeabeoreketshotsengwanakonte.
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Amane:(laughed)Ammewenaoka?

Batsile:Eng?

Amane:Haveachildoutsideourmarriage

Batsile:No

Amane:Ifithappenswouldyoutellmeorwouldyou

justsupportthechildwithoutmyknowledgetheni

getthesurpriseofmylifewhenyou'redead?

Batsile:Idon'twanttothinkaboutitbecauseitwill

neverhappen,it'sascarythought...Iwouldn'tknow

whattodo...Ifitellyouyouleavemebutidon'twant

toloseyouforamistakeimadeketshwerekenopa

butthengapeidon'tthinkicanabandonmychild.

Wenawouldyoustayifyoufoundoutihadachild

withanotherwoman?

Amane:Definitelynot,it'snotjustaboutthebetrayal

butknowinghowyourheartoperates...Iknowyou're

capableofbeingwithawomanyoudon'tlovejust

becauseyou'reafraidtohurtherfeelings.Youdidn't

wanttoleaveAmandabecausesheisinfertileso

tabekeitsegoreyoudon'twanttoleaveme

becauseI'vehadakidneytransplantormaybe
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becauseyoufeelontshodisitsebanababantsimme

peloelekongwanyanengomoshagapepeopleare

goingtolaughatmegotwekekarmaforwhat

happenedsowhyembarrassmyself.Itwouldalso

showitswhoyou're,oimisamosadiyomongwe

ntseonaleyomongwemontung.Chasewasn't

plannedyesbutDiamondomodirilekadikgokahela

sotabekeitsegorethatwomanisthenewmein

yourheart.I'djustshovemytailbetweenthelegs

andleave...Iwon'tevenharassheronfacebookor

actup.Ketsayamorahewameo4othenigo.

You'vesavedmylifeandlostsomuchformewhy

shouldIstandbeforeyourhappiness.Nnanka

itsamaelahelaibilekanannaican'tfightlego

omanagakegoitse.

Batsile:Ihaveabadhistorytota...ButI'm gladitwill

neverhappen.

Hewipedeverythingturnedaroundpickingherfrom

thecounterthenhewalkedtothebedroom...
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Batsile:BythewayKanakowillbehereearlyinthe

morningtopickupthebaby.Hegotdaysoffbuthe

wantstosurpriseJunesodon'ttellherheiscoming.

Amane:Wowthat'snice...

Heplacedheronthebedandkissedhergetting

betweenherlegsthenhelookedinhereyesand

caressedhercheek...

Batsile:I'llneverhurtyoulikethat...Let'srebuildour

home.Shesmiledthenheleanedoverandkissed

her.

AtDiva'sHouse...

LateronBreeknockedonthedoorandsteppedback,

DivaopenedthedoorandletBobooutwhilehewas

holdingabowlofice-cream...
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Bree:Whyishehavingice-cream atthistimeofthe

night?

Diva:Iwaswatchingmysoapieswhilehewas

waitingforyou,Ieatwhilewatchingandhewanted

some.

Bree:Soifhewantedalcoholyou'dgivehim too?It's

almost11pm youcan'tfeedachildice-cream at

nightkedilotsakaekeseZimbakwekanaeng...

Divalookeddownandkeptquietlookingather...

Bree:I'm reallydisappointed.

Diva:Icouldn'tjusteatwhileachildissalivating,if

youdidn'ttakesolongtopickhim uphewouldn't

havebeensalivating.Itsjustice-cream itwon'tdono

harm.

Bree:Odiradilotsasezimbakwehelatsadiice-

cream tsamasigo.
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SheheldBobo'shandandturnedwalkingawaythen

Divaclosedthedoor.

BreeopenedthedoorandgotBoboinsidethenshe

handedhim theice-cream andcontinuedeating.The

twinslookedathim asheate...

Yamemovedcloserandopenedherhandsohe

couldgiveherthespoon.Heturnedawayandate

from theotherside...

Leruo:AreyouOK?

Bree:Yeah,I'm fine...Waitsenothingisgoingwellfor

meatall.Iwishmymom washere

Leruo:Ithinkyou'rebitingmorethanyoucanchew,

you'retooyoungtobeastepmotherortobe

pregnant,youshouldbeinclasslearningifyou're

havingsexelequickiewithprotectiontoo..Ogo

kubugetseRetsilekampa,hewascarelesstota.He

couldhaveallowedyoutoatleastfinishschooland
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nowyoudroppedoutostepmotherkaha.These

thingsareforgrownwomen,motheringmeans

laundry,cookingandsomuchmoreimaginehaving

todothatwhilepregnantforthefirsttime.

Bree:Iwouldn'tsayRetsileomphakeletse...The

truthisI'm notsurewhothefatheris...Ididn'tknow

I'm pregnantuntilthebabywasmoving,idon'teven

knowexactlywhenigotpregnant.Theguywho

brokemyvirginityenewehadsexforlikeamonth

thenistartedmyperiodbutitwassosmallIdidn't

evenusepadswhichwasconfusingbutididn'tthink

muchofitbecauseitusedtohappenlikethatwheni

wasstartingmyperiodsasateensothenthe

followingweekRetsilestartstellingmeaboutsafe

period,wegottestedandstartedhavingforacouple

ofdaysthenwestoppedandusedprotection.After

thatIspottedagainsoIdidn'tknowifitwasmy

periodagainorwhatgapeididn'tfeelpregnantsoi

keptthinkingmaybemyperiodwillcomeback

becausesometimesitjustdisappears.Iwashoping

thescanwouldkindofgivemeanideawhothe

fatherwasbutIfoundoutthatit'smostlikelytobe
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accurateifyougoonthefirsttrimesterbecause

secondtrimestersomefetusesgrowtoofastwhich

makesithardtobeaccurateespeciallyifyoudon't

evenknowwhenlastyougotyourperiod.

Leruo:Sothefirstguycouldbethefathertoo?Does

heknow?

Bree:No,itestedhim theothertimeandheflipped,

heevenscaredme.Heismarriedgapeidon'twant

tohurthiswife,idon'twanttobethatkindofperson.

Leruo:Heionalesituation

Bree:Kenalestress,ifeellikeI'm nowtakingoutmy

frustrationsoneveryonebecausesometimesijust

speakwithoutcaretheniregretaftercalmingdown.

Mymainworrykegorewhatifthisbabykewathis

marriedguy...Themoretimepassesthehigherthe

stress,ketshogilegorengwanawagotaatshwana

lerragwelegoreketaarayabathokereng...I'm

stressed,dikgwedigaditsamayaketshogatota.Ke

thakathakanye.

Leruo:Haveyoutriedcounselling?

Bree:No
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Leruo:Youshouldtryit..Thismightactuallyleadto

depression.I'llfindyouanumberyabathoba

counselling.

Bree:Ok...

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontofthehouse,they

turnedandlookedback..Allthechildrenwere

asleep..

Breegotoutandpickedtheice-cream bowl,Leruo

pickedBoboupandfollowedherinthehouse..

Bree:Thisside...

Hebentoverandlaidhim downinhiscotthenBree

tookoffhisshoesandfixedhisblanketbeforethey

walkedout..

Sheputherphoneonthetableandsighedlookingat
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him...

Bree:Thankyouforlistening...Ihaven'ttoldthisto

anyoneandifeellikeaheavyweighthasbeenlifted

offmyshoulders...(tearfully)iam scaredbutican't

shareitwithanyone.Thankyou

Hesteppedoverandhuggedher...

Leruo:It'sok,I'llfindyounumberyacounsellingso

youcangethelp.Let'sjustcrossourfingersand

hopethisRetsileguyisthefather.Mmelewenatry

beingnicetotheseladiessotheycanbetherefor

you...Someofthethingsyousayifeelyou'rethe

oneunreasonable.Example,youcan'trefusetobe

nicetotheirkidsandstillexpectthem tobeniceto

yoursevenbabysitforyou.Retsileleenewilljust

walkawayifyoukeepdiscardinghiswordsgaa

kgalema.

Bree:Ok...
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Leruo:Goshapoakere?Skasalaolelaautwa?

Shesmiledthenhelaughedlookingather,thedoor

openedthenRetsilewalkedin.Theyturnedlooking

athim andtookastepbackawayfrom oneanother...

Retsile:What'sgoingon?

Bree:Hi,thisisLeruo...Heis-myfriend.

LeruosteppedoverforahandshakebutRetsilejust

lookedathishandanddroppedhiscoatonthe

couch.

Retsile:Isn'titalittlelateforvisitations?

Bree:Yeah,iaskedhim topickmeupsoIcanget

Bobofrom Bame'shouse.Remembermycarisat

yourhouseandthegateislocked.

Retsile:Somontungobataeng?
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Leruo:Icarriedthebabyforher.

Retsile:Howcomeidon'tknowthisfriend?Iknow

everyoneinyourfamily.

Bree:Wemettodayandhehelpedmeout.

Retsile:Thefriendshipendsherethen..Deletehis

number,iwantyoutodeleteitaletenggorewheni

findoutyou'recommunicatingabekeitsegoreo

dirilekabomo.

Shepickedherphoneanddeletedhisnumber.

Bree:Kesuthile

Retsile:Thanks,youcangoinside.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedtothebedroom,

RetsileturnedandlookedatLeruoashetookoffhis

watchandremovedhistie...
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Retsile:(staringathim)Otaanyelaautwa?

Leruo:It'snotwhatyouthinkbutigetwhyyou're

offended.Iwouldbetoo.

Retsile:Leaveanddon'tevertalktoherbecauseyou

mightnotsurvivemyreactionthenexttimeIcatch

youtogether.Dangerousmenaren'ttheoneswith

gunsandtattoos...Thereisnothingdangerouslike

someonewhocantakeyourlifetemporarilyandonly

giveitbacktoyouagainiftheyfeelyoudeserveit.

Tswangmobasadibabatholetaagolagala...

Hesteppedovertothedoorandopenedforhim...

Retsile:Getout.

Leruolookedathim thenheturnedaroundand

walkedoutwithoutaword.Hegotinthecarand

droveouttryingtofigureoutwhatthisguy

meant...buthereactedbetterthanhehimselfcould

haverespondedifhefoundAmandawithsomeone.
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HetookouthisphoneanddialedAmanda...

Amanda:(sleepy)Hello?

Leruo:(smiled)Kehaketshwerekontungyabatho,

thisgirlispregnantakeresoIcarriedthebabyfor

herinside.Babydaddykedoctorkehaagorogahoo

Amanda:(laughed)Mxm keengnneasagoiteewa

baka

Leruo:(laughed)Heikehajampilearehewilltake

mylifeanddecideonthelastminutewhetherhe

returnsitornot

Amanda:(laughed)Heshouldhavepunchedyour

face.

Leruo:(laughed)I'm donehelpingpeopleatnight

,imaginedyingbeforetestingmywife'stightkuku

esakgongwangforyears...

Amanda:(laughed)Mxm soyou'rejustthinking

aboutkuku?

Leruo:(laughed)Whatislifewithoutit,I'm coming...

Whatareyouwearing?
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Amanda:Comeandfindout...

Leruo:Ok...

Hehungupandsmiled....

AtBame'sHouse...

ThenextmorningBamewalkedinthelivingroom

whileDivawasironinghisshirt.Shefinishedand

handeditoverashelookedather...

Bame:AreyouOK?

Tearsfilledhereyesthensheunpluggedtheiron,he

grabbedherarm andturnedheraround...

Bame:Whatisit?

Diva:Idon'tlikethewayyourcousintalkstome...I
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stilldon'tknowwhat'swrongwithbeinga

Zimbabwean,ican'tevenexplainitbecauseit

wouldn'thavethesameimpactitdoescomingout

ofhermouth.

Bame:Whattimedidshepickhim up?Idozedoff.

Diva:Around11,shecallsmeMzimbakweandshe

saysinacertaintone...I'veheardhercallmethat

severaltimesandtoldhermynamebutshestill

won'tusemyname.Bobowantedmyice-cream soi

justgavehim someonaseparatebowlwhilewaiting

forherbutshesaidkediradiloysasezimbakwe.

Shemakesmefeelsolittle...LikeI'm belowthe

otherwivesorI'm less.

Shepausedandturnedawayfrom him rubbingher

eyesthenhepickedhiscarkeysandwalkedout...

AtBree'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningBameparkedthecarandstepped
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out.Heknockedonthedoorandsteppedback

takingoffhisbelt.Heheldthemetalandwrappedit

aroundhishand...

Breeopenedthedoor,Bamesteppedinandgrabbed

herhandwhippingherfeet...

Bame:Kegobeletsamosadiwame...gaonamaitseo

Bree...

Bree:Bamewampolaa...

ShejumpedputtingherhandoverherfeetasBame

whippedher,shetriedholdinghertearsand

eventuallybrokedowncryingandscreaming....

*

*

*

*
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AtBree'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningBameparkedthecarandstepped

out.Heknockedonthedoorandsteppedback

takingoffhisbelt.Heheldthemetalandwrappedit

aroundhishand...

Breeopenedthedoor,Bamesteppedinandgrabbed

herhandwhippingherfeet...

Bame:Kegobeletsamosadiwame...gaonamaitseo

Bree...

Bree:Bamewampolaa...

ShejumpedputtingherhandoverherlegsasBame
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whippedher,shetriedholdinghertearsand

eventuallybrokedowncryingandscreaming....

Meanwhileinthebathroom Retsilepausedbrushing

histeeththenhewashedhismouthandranout

wondering.

HechargedatBameandpushedhim outasthey

bothfellonthestoop...

TheyrolleddownthenBamepunchedhim,he

punchedhim backastheybothgotuppanting...

MeanwhileinthemainhouseBatsilewalkedinthe

kitchenfixinghistieandwashedhishandsinthe

sink.Hecaughtasightofthetheguysfightingand

ranout...

RetsilepunchedBame,Bamereturnedtheblowand
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pushedhim againstthecargrabbinghim bythe

collarsasBatsilepulledBamebackandstood

betweenthem...

Batsile:Stop!What'sgoingon?!

Bame:KetaabetsaBritneynyanawalona...

HeturnedaroundandpointedatBritney...

Bame:Neverinyourlifelookdownonmywife...If

youwanttoaddressherwithhernationalitydoit

withrespect.Youknowverywellthereisabig

differenceintone...Legoneit'sMoZimbabwenot

Mzimbakwe.

Retsile:(walkingover)Sowhatgivesyoutherightto

assaulther?WantwaelawaitseBame

Bame:Bonawenathisisnotaboutyou!

Retsile:That'smywomanandsheiscarryingmy

child!Wouldyoulikeitifsomeonewhippedyourwife
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infrontofyou?

Bame:Firstofallmywifewasraisedproperly,she

respectseveryone...Ifwanttobeamancontrolthis

thingbecauseI'llkillitbeforeitpopsthatthingsits

carrying.Thisiswarning,ifyouwanttoseehow

heartlessicanbecomeformywife...Ketale

nyedisalothehelakafamilykebetsabetsake

kopanyamosadilemonnalebanaledintšatsalona.

Letaanyelalothehelakalwapa...

Heturnedandwalkedtowardshim...

Bame:Didn'tyoujusthearmekerethisthingis

disrespectingmywife?

Retsile:(walkedover)Istillsayifyouputyourhands

onherwanyela,haelesengweretanyelarothehela

gonehaee...

Batsile:Heyguyscalm down..Stop,Boboishere...

Weareangryyesbutyouknowweareallfathers

andnobodyherewantstheirchildtowitnessthem
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fighting...Itshwareng....

TheyturnedlookingatBritneyasshecarriedBobo,

AmanewalkedoverandpickedBobothenshe

grabbedBritney'shandastheywalkedtothemain

house...

Batsile:Butonaseriousnoteguyscomeon...

Retsile:No,noiwillnotacceptsuchbehaviourwith

myfamily,Bamewatelela..WenahelaBatsilewould

youallowanyonetobeatyourwife?

Batsile:No,but...

Retsile:Gaorebutyou'recancellingthatNokana!

Batsile:Divaoncecomplainedaboutthislooking

downonhiswifebyyour-fiancebutyouhaven'tdone

anythingaboutmmegabathobatenegawalwa.Not

thatIsupportwhatheisdoing...AsafatherBame

youknowapregnantwomanisfragile...Nomanwill

letyoudisciplinehiswoman.You'reoutofline.

Retsile:GapeIdon'tunderstandwhatthefussis
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aboutbecauseBreeispregnant,youcan'tget

workedupbythingsdonebysomeonewhois

dealingwithhormoneskegothokagorutegahela.

Youshouldfamiliariseyourselfwithmoodswings

andthighsthataffectpregnantwomen.

Bame:Controlherifyoudon'twantherbeaten

becauseifshedoesitagainI'm goingtodoitagain

andthistimeiwon'twhipher5times.Gakea

mmetsakemothothorilemakgakgahela..

Batsile:Bameweeakoodidimaletherra...

Batsilepushedhim tothesidewithhishandsonhis

chest...

Batsile:DoyouknowthatDivawillnevertellyouif

anyoneabusesherbecauseshe'dbeafraidyou'dgo

tojailforwhatyou'lldo?Sogoodlucknotknowing

whatshewillgothroughfrom nowon...Youknow

verywellgoreoboijangandsheisafraidtoget

arrestedsothankstoyoushe'llnevertellyou

anything..
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Bame:Breegaanamaitseo,ontwaetswakeengele

gore,yeses!

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoff,Batsileturnedaround

andlookedatRetsileashewipedhisnose...

Batsile:Sorryaboutthat..

Retsilesighedandbentoverleaningonthebonnet...

Retsile:BreeleeneanongIdon'tknowwhattodo

withher.Sheisgettingworse...NotthatI'm

defendingherbutyouknowBreeissweetright?I

meanyou'rehercousin...Isshelikethis?

Batsile:No,it'sjustpregnancy...ButIthinkyou

shouldlistentohermoresoshedoesn'tseek

attentionwithsmallthings.Iknowsavinglivesisa

bigresponsibilitybutwhenyou'refreejusttalkto

her...
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Retsile:(sighed)Ok...I'm lateforwork,letmeget

ready.

Batsile:Sure..

Theypartedashegotinthehousethenhewalked

backtothemainhouseandgotinthethroughthe

backdoor...

Meanwhileinthebathroom Amaneheldthewashing

ragwhilerunningwarm wateroveritthenshewrung

itandsatontheedgeofthetubasshepressedit

overherbruises...

Bree:(frowned)Sssssss....uh!

Shewarmeditagainandpressedalloverher

bruises..

Bree:Thewaterishot!
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Amane:Iknow,ithastobehottohelptheblood

circulate.Withyourcomplexionifyoudon'ttreat

them tomorrowyou'llchangecolor...IsthebabyOK?

Bree:Yeah,hewhippedmylegs..

Amane:LewenaBreethennakaakoobakelelehoko

lamozimbakwe.

ShekeptquietasAmanetreatedherbruiseswhile

shesatinthetub...

Amane:Ifyoucontinueactinglikethatyou'llendup

alone...Nobodywantstobeclosetosomeonewho

bringsthem down,beautifulasyou'reI'm sureyou

haveyourowninsecurities.Don'tbringdownother

women...You'reselfcentered,idon'tknowifit's

becauseyouneverhadayoungersiblingandyou

werealwaysthebabyofthefamily.You'realways

thinkingaboutyourself...andyesyouwereselfless

toaccommodateusbutifyou'regoingtomakeour

livesmiserablethenitwon'tmakenodifference...

It'slikeadoptingastreetchildonlytofeedthem and
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abusethem.You'relonelygakeitsegoreawaa

lemoga.Ifyoucan'ttryfittinginwhodoyouhave?

NnannakaI'm justalone.Mymotherabandonedme

asababy...Idon'thaveaclosesister...They'rethere

butwearenotcloseexceptforLindaleenegare

closethata.Theseladiesaremysisters.Divaisfar

from homeinfactthisishernewhome...sheis

alreadytryingtoadjusttoourculturesandlearning

thelanguageshedoesn'thavetodealwith

insensitivepeople..Andyouknowsheissoftspoken

that'swhyyoudothattoher...Youcannevertrythat

onSummer...Shortassheisyouwon't...Juneleene

wamotshababecauseyouknowtheydon'tplaylike

that.YouonlywalkallovermeandDivammekana

youmightneedusoneday.Iusedtothinkyou'rejust

achildbutnowadaysyou'reagrownwoman...

Maybeisbecausetheweddingdayisapproaching

butmarriageisnotanachievementmookagatang

batho.Monnagaaikanngwe.Don'teverthinkifyou

haveRetsileandBoboyou'recomplete.

BreewatchedasAmanekeptpressingthehot
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washingragaroundherlegs.Nobodyhadeverdone

somethinglikethisforher...Exceptforhermother

ofcourse...

Amane:Takeoffyourdressandbath,usewarm

waterandtrysittingonthewaterwithyourlegs

submergedforawhile..I'llgofeedBobo.TodayI'm

startingtosellattheindustrial.

Bree:Whataboutthebaby?

Amane:Hisfathertookhim...Theywentto

Gaborone.

Bree:I'llweartheleggingsandcomehelpyou.

Amane:No,it'shotthereandidon'thaveagazebo.

Bree:(smiled)I'm stillcoming

Amane:Fine...

Sheopenedthetapwaterandremainedintherefor

awhile..Meanwhileinthebedroom Batsilefixedhis

tieandleanedoverasheandAmanemeteatother
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halfwayandkissesthenhegrabbedhislaptopbag

andwalkedout...

Batsile:Seeyoulater...

HehurriedoutpassingbyBoboandbrushinghis

headcheeringhim beforerunningoutthedoor.

AtLinda'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningLindaironedtheirclothes

whileMmogomadetheirbreakfast.Heputtheir

platesdownandwalkedbehindhergrabbingher

waist...

Mmogo:You'reslow...I'llslipitinsideandwakeyou..

Linda:(laughed)Firstofall...I'm nottheonewitha

newshirtthatneedsdeepironing...Thankyouvery

much...
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Helaughedasshehandedhim theshirtthenheput

iton,sheglancedathistattoosandsmiledwatching

him transform from athugintoasexyformalguy.

Heturnedreachingforhiseartakingoffhistiny

earringthenhetuckedin..

Linda:(openedherhand)Mpha..

Hesmiledandhandeditoverthoughhecould

alreadytellherintentions,shewalkedtothe

bathroom ashefollowedhersmiling...

Mmogo:Babe.

Shedroppeditinthetoiletandflushedthetoilet...

Mmogo:You'regoingtohell
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Linda:(smiledandshrugged)Ivacationthere...

Shegotdressedthentheysatdownandate,Linda

pickedhisforkandatefrom hisplatebeforegoing

backtoherplate...

Mmogo:Excuseme?

Linda:(giggled)Iwasjusttestingyourfood

Theycontinuedeatingthenshenoticedachewable

boneinhismeat...

Linda:Areyougoingtoeatthat?

Mmogo:Mm?

Shepickedtheboneandbegunchewingandspitting

chewedbonesonthetablemakingthem apile.

Mmogodroppedhisforkandlookedather...
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Mmogo:Heebanna!Ifsomeoneseesyoudriving

yourBMW lookingniceinhighheelsbalancing

financialbooksthey'dneverguessyouevenchew

bones...

Linda:(laughed)Therrakeleshetawena,wenawhy

didyoucookaheavymealinthemorning...You're

goingtomakemegainweight

Mmogo:Istillcan'tbelieveyouchewbones,I'llnever

putmydickinyourmouth.Thereisashredding

machineinthere

Linda:(laughed)Mmekanaihaveafantasyofyou

cumminginmymouth,likeliterallypushingyourdick

downmythroatthenyoushoot...

Mmogolookedinhereyesashisdicktwitchedthen

shestoodupandjumpedbackbeforehecouldgrab

her...

Linda:(laughed)It'stimetogotowork!Ija...Kante



Iam

wenawhynopaesagobonejaana..

Hestoodupashisbonerpickedthezippershe

laughedathim andthrewhim thekeys..

Linda:Bye!

Hepickedherhandbagandwalkedout.Shegotin

thepassengerseatandtookoutwetwipesashe

reversedthecar...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonLeruowalkedoutofthehouse

carryingthetwinsupsidedownwiththeirheads

hangingdownastheylaughedandgiggled...He

carefullyputthem downandopenedthedoorfor

them...
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Leruo:Goinside....

Heputthem insideandclosedthedoorthenhegot

inthedriver'sseatandwaitedforAmanda.Afew

minutespassedthenhetookouthisphoneandhid

hiscallerIDbeforedialingBree...

Bree:Hello?

Leruo:Hi,

Bree:Ohhey...What'sup?

Leruo:Areyoufreetotalk?

Bree:Yeah,heisatwork.

Leruo:Ok,Ijustwantedtocheckifyou'reok.Ididn't

sleepwellnotknowingifyou'reOKorfighting.Nea

jampilemthako,(laughed)Ididn'texpectadoctorto

havesuchapersonality.Theguyswhoendedupas

doctorsduringourtimeswerequietguys...Kelantha

keutwadoctoraerogana

Bree:(laughed)IjooheeRetsilegaatshege,his
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brotherisafraidofhim...Andihavebruisesonmy

legsbutthat'sanotherstoryforanotherday.

Leruo:Ok

Bree:Whereareyou?I'm atindustrial,camewithmy

cousin'swife.Shesellsfood.Youshouldcome

supportussometimes

Leruo:I'lldothat,probablynextweekmosadiasena

goboa...That'swhenI'llneedfood.It'shardtocook

whenyoustayalone.

Bree:(laughed)OK...

Amandalockedthedoorthenheleanedback..

Leruo:Ihavetogo,I'm takingthekidsforaboat

ride...

Bree:Sure,bye.

Hehungupandstartedthecarasshesteppedin

andclosedthedoorthenhedroveoff...
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AtJune'sHouse...(inGaborone)

HourslaterKanakodrovepastthefirsthouseand

lookedatthehousenumberonhisphonethenhe

continueddrivingslowlyandfinallyarrivedatthe

rightplotnumber...

Great,thegatewasalreadyopenthenhedrove

through,hercarwasinsidethegaragewhileanother

parkedbehindhers...didshehaveafriendover?

Whatanice...heturnedtotheothersideandparked

thenhepickedthebabyfrom thecarseat.Heput

him overhisshoulderandputatoweloverhishead

protectinghim from theheat...

Hepulleduphispantsupasshesteppedoverand

pressedthebutton.Hecouldhearherlaughingas

sheapproachedthedoor...
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June:(laughed)Baaswaepaakerepizzaguys?

Thedooropenedthenhesmiledholdingthebaby,

herheartalmostdroppedonthefloorasshefixed

thetwooverherchestholdinganATM card.Pee

silentlydroppeddownherlegsandflowedonthe

floorasshestoodthererunningoutofbreath...

Amanwalkedinwearingjustshorts,hestoppedas

soonastheylockedeyes.Kanakolookedathim as

hefrozethere...

Theringonhisfingerandthealbinoonhishands

leftnoquestionunanswered,acoldchillrandown

hisspineashelookedatJune'shusband.Hecould

hardlybreathjuststandingthereashiskneesgot

weak.

Kanako:Whereisthebedroom?

June:Um...Waitinthe-
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Kanakowalkedpassedthem carryingthebabyand

headedtothebedroom wherehestoppedatthe

doorlookingataboxofcondomsonthefloor...

Theirandherg-stringlyingoverhisworkboots.The

bedwasacompletemesswithapinkdildolying

rightonthemiddleofthebed.Hedefinitelycouldn't

puthissononthisbed..

Junewalkedinandpickedtheman'sclothes

togetherwiththeboxandhandedthem tohim.

Hegrabbedthem andrantowardsthedoorwherehe

slippedontheurineandgotuprunningtowardshis

caranddroveoff....

June'shandsshookasshechangedthebeddingand

cleanedupwhilequietlyKanakosatonthecouch

withoutanyfacialexpressions,shefinishedand

stoodasidethenhelaidthebabyonthebedand
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gentlyshushedhim backtosleep.

June'sheartpoundedasshestoodbyrubbingher

handstogether,hewalkedpassedherandwent

backtothecarthenhecamebackwithagiftbox...

Kanako:Thiswasforyou...Happybirthday...

June:Thankyou..

HetookoffhisTshirtandwalkedinthebathroom

wherehestoodundertheshowerforabout15

minutesthenhesteppedout,healmostgrabbedthe

towelthenhegothisTshirtinsteadandwalkedin

thebedroom wherehesatontheedgeofthebed

lookingathisson.

Hecheckedthebaby'sdiaperanditwasn'tfull.He

sighedandlaidbesidesthebabyashetookouthis

phoneandgotonline,heclickedonasoccergame

andputonhisairpodswhileJunestoodbywaiting
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forhim tosaysomething.

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtJune'sHouse...

Kanakosatontheedgeofthebedandtiedhis

shoelaceswhileJunelaidonthebedstaringatthe

wall,shealwaysknewlackofsleepwasbadbut

spendingthewholeweeksleepingwithoneeyehad

takenitstollonher,shecouldfeelherbodyliterally

givingupashereyelidsdroppedoverhereyes.She

satupandlookedatherKanako...Shestilldidn't

knowwhatthenextdaywouldbring...

Kanakoquietlyfixedhispantslegsoverhisboots

thenhestoodupandreachedforhisphoneandcar

keysovertheshelf.Heturnedandpausedlookingat

June.
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Shelookedbackathim ashereyestrembled,tears

filledhereyesandsherubbedhereyes.

Kanako:Osaleothokomelangwanake,heisallthat

ihave.Ifyoucan'thandlehavinghim letmeknow.

June:I'lltakecarehim,I'llbegoingtoworkand

comingstraighthome...Youcanhavedipassword

tsaallmysocialmediaaccountstoo.

Kanako:Kareothokomelengwanake...That'sall

thatI'm askingyoutodo.Takecareofmyson.

June:I'lldothat.

Shegotupandfollowedhim tothelivingroom,they

walkedinthelivingroom wherethenannywas

sittingonthecouchwiththebabyonherlap.Heput

hiskeysinthepocketsandpickedthebabythenhe

kissedhim andtickledhim...

Kanako:Eyboy...DaddyisgoingbacktoMaun.I

missedworkfordaysihavetogosavelivesok?(he
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rubbedthebaby'sbackandlookedatthenanny)

Takemynumberandcallmeifanythingneedsmy

attention...

Thenannygothisnumberandsavedit..

Kanako:Gatweyouhave4kidsright?

Nanny:Yes,butthey'regrownnow.

Kanako:Ok,iguessIshouldn'tbesoworried...

Pleasetakecareofmysonbecausehemeans

everythingtome.Ifyou'renothappyaboutanything

inthishouseletmeknow.Idon'twantthethingsi

keephearingbomaidbadidirabeatingkidsand

leavingthem forhourswithadiaper.Hehasa

sensitiveskinandthatmeansextrawork.That'swhy

you'regettingpaidenoughsoyoucanbemotivated...

Heusesspecificlotions...Ishowedyoueverything

butifyouforgetcallme.Usetheairconaswell,i

don'twanthim sweatingandgettingrush...I'llbe

disappointedifanythinggoeswrongbecausethe

reasonispentdaysherewastomakesureyouknow
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howtotakecareofhim.Heisnotlikeanyother

baby...

Nanny:(smiled)Don'tworry,iknowhowtotakecare

ofababy..Iknowwithhisconditionheneedsextra

care.Protectionfrom thesun,harshchemicalsor

evenfrom himselfbecausechildrenareadangerto

themselves.

Kanako:Thankyou...

HewalkedoutasJunefollowedhim,hegotinthe

carandclosedthedoorwhileshestoodbyfolding

herarmslookingathim.

June:Shouldiquitmyjobandcomewithyou?

Kanako:Otogelelaengtiro?

Shelookeddownandsighedstillfoldingherarms...

Kanako:Itwouldbeagreatlossforthewhole



Iam

countryifadoctorturnedintoahousebabymama

afterthegovernmentinvestedsomuchsendingyou

toschool.

Hestartedthecarandlookedather...

June:Oithokomelemomalwetseng,herpesand

syphiliscanbecontractedthroughkissing.Putting

onacondom isnotaguarantee..Oithokomeleour

sonneedsyou,icanneverbeyouorreplaceyou.

Shelookedinhisandsighedtearfully...Sheleaned

overthedoorholdingitwithbothhands...

June:Idon'twantyoutogo...

Kanako:Sutellakookereversemothowame...

Shesteppedbackandrubbedhertearsthenhe

slowlyreversed...
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Kanako:I'llletyouknowwheniarrive.

June:Drivesafely...

Shewatchedashiscardroveoutthegate....

Attheindustrialsite..

LaterthatafternoonAmanepickedthespoonand

servedthecustomersintakeawayswhileBree

reachedinthecoolerboxandtookoutdrinks...

Shehandedthecustomersandputthemoneyaside

forAmanebeforepreparingtheserviettes..

Bree:Thankyou

Customer:(smiled)LookslikeI'm toolate...I'dmarry

yourightaway
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Bree:(laughed)Thankyou.

BoboplayedwithBree'sphoneuntilitswitchedoff

thenhesteppedoutofthecar.

Bobo:I'm hungry...

Amane:Comeandeat

Bobo:Iwantmotogo.

Bree:YooBobo...

Amane:(laughed)Youshouldhavebroughthim

some,butit'slateanyways...Gofeedhim.

Bree:Ok,atleastkegothusitsegopusherkalunch

hourkegonegolengbusy.

Amane:Yeah.Thanksalot...

Amanesmiledlookingatheradmiringly,thissari

lookedsogoodonher...Ifonlyshecouldfixthe

manners.
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Bree:(laughed)Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?

Amane:(laughed)Nothing,I'veneverseenanyblack

personwearingasaributitlooksperfectonyou...

Bree:Thanks...

Amane:Haveyoustoppedgoingtoschool?

Bree:Yes,iwanttoventureintobusiness.

Amane:Doingwhat?

Bree:I'llfigureitoutwhenigetthemoney.Ifeellike

educationisnotthekeytosuccess,lookatallthese

unemployedpeoplewithdegreesthenlookatBasi,

BameandBatsile..Ithinkinourfamilywrare

destinedtobebusinesspeople.

Amane:Bettertohaveaqualificationasabackup

butigetyou.

Bree:Ihaveto,

Amane:Bye
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Sheputthebabyinthecaranddroveoff...

Attheshop...

LaterthatafternoonBreegrabbedthetrolleyand

pusheditwiththeotherhandwhileholdingBobo's

withtheother...

Bree:Motogoisthatway...OK?

Bobo:Ok..

Shestoppedandpickedsconesthentheywalked

alongthefoodglassesjoiningthequeue...

Bree:Hi...Kekopomotogo...

Theshopassistantweighedthesoftporridgeina

takeaway...
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Her:P10.

Bree:Giveme5takeaways

Thewomanlookedathersurprised,Breeglaredat

herthenshesnappedoutofitandweighedthe5

takeaways.

Breecarefullyputthem inthetrolleyandproceeded

togetotherthingswhileBoboheldhersariwalking

besidesher...

Bree:Comegetthetoys

Bobosmiledandpickedseveraltoysthrowingthem

upthetrolley.BreerecognisedLeruofrom behind

andsmiledwalkingoverwhileholdingBobo,sheput

herhandoverhiseyes...
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Leruofrownedandtouchedwhoeverwasblocking

him.Amandaappearedfrom theothersection

holdingtwodifferentbrandsofMuesli...

Amanda:Whichonedo-

Breeletgoofhim,Leruoturnedaroundandlooked

atherthenhelookedatAmanda...

Leruo:BabethisisBree,BreethisisAmanda..

Amanda:WhatlanguageisBree?

Bree:It'sshortforBritney

Amanda:Oratabanna?

Bree:Excuseme?

Amanda:Whyareyoutouchinghim likethat?Does

yourbabydaddyfeelcomfortablewithyour

behaviour?
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Bree:Iwasjustplaying,iwantedhim toguesswhoit

was

Amanda:Kanteneesegorelekgalemetswelast

night?

Bree:Iwasjusttalkingtohim

Amanda:Why?Isn'titenoughthatyou'recarrying

another'sman'ssemeninsideyou?Eventhatcan't

stopyoufrom actinglikeabitchisn'tit.

Bree:Doiintimidateyou?

Amandasmiledsurprisedandheldherhips...

Amanda:Intimidate?WhatcanpossiblyIntimidate

meinyou?

Leruo:Ok,that'senough...Let'sgo

Amanda:Don'ttouchmewena!Ifyouknowwhat's

goodforyouyou'llleavemealonebecauseI'm not

screamingatthiswannabeho.(calmlyturnedback

toher)Nohunyoudon'tIntimidateme...Doyou
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knowwhatIntimidatesme?ItsawomanwithaPhD,

awomanwithintegrity,awomanthathasendless

zerosinheraccountandawomanthathasaman

thatdoesn'tgrinatthesightofdirtylittlebitcheslike

you.(Leruolookeddown)Oboata,boimanaba

ilelwa.

Sheputthepacksbackintheshelfandwalkedout

asLeruofollowedheroutside,heunlockedthedoor

forherfrom adistanceasshegotinthenhegotin

andclosedthedoor.

Leruo:Ididn'tknowshewasinthereorthatshe'd

blockmyeyes

Amanda:Leruowaborawaitse,you'reboring...You

wanttosleepwiththiswoman..Youwantherandas

soonasshepopsthebabyyou'llbeontopofher...

Youmightevensleepwithherwhilesheisstill

pregnantbecauseshereallywantsyouaswell.The

wayI'vebeenplayedidon'twanttobesecondbest...

I'velovedamanbeforewithallmyheart....(tearfully)
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Igavehim everything...Nevercheatedhim,not

once...Igavehim mycar,despitehavingabusy

scheduleicookedandcleaned,owasexcitedwhen

hefinallybecamesuccessfultheniwasvillain...

Nowlewenaourrelationshipisnew...Ibuiltawall

aroundmyheartandvowedtoneverletanyoneinto

myheartbecauseihavenothingleftinme...Just

wheniopenupndletyouin,youbreakmyheart...I

knowyouwantherbecauseiseeit...I'vebeenthere...

Why?Isitsohardforpeopletobefaithful?Myheart

isbrokenandsomethingaslittleasyougiving

anotherwomanpowerovermebreeksme...

Shepausedandrubbedhereyes...

Amanda:Thereasoniwasn'tdatingisbecausei

didn'twantthisfeelingagain...Ican'tbeavillain

again...I'm tryingtobegoodbutyourattentionjust

shifted.I'm notlettingyouhurtme...Asmuchasit

hurtstosaythisI'm donewithyou.Iknowthered

flagsandI'm notgoingtogocrazyagain...Notthis
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time,I'm notfakingDNAtests,I'm notfighting

anyone,I'm notgoingcrazyonsocialmedia.Don't

evertalktome,thankyouforgettingbackmy

money.Iappreciateallthegoodyoubroughtinmy

lifemychildrenalmosthadafather.ButI'm glad

they'retooyoungtounderstand...GotothatChinese

kanakeleaKorea...Goback.I'm done....ican't

believewhatijustdidintherejustnow...Fightingfor

yetanotherman?(shookherheadtearfully)Nah,I

forgiveyouthough.I'llgetmykidsfrom thesalon

andtakeataxitotheairport...It'salmosttimeupfor

ourflight.Ididn'tknowthisishowitwouldendwith

us...

Shesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedaway,Leruo

steppedoutandfollowedherthenheranacrossthe

roadbehindherandwalkedbesidesher...

Leruo:I'm sorry...Iactedirresponsible,giveme

anotherchance...I'm takingheroutofourlives.

Don'tgiveuponuslikethis...I'm notdisputingthat
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whatididisn'twrong.Itwas...AndI'm fixingit.

Amanda:Ibeenthere...Gaontote...Youhaveno

mercyatall.I'm recoveringandyouclaimedtobe

fixingmethenyoubreakme...Imeanmakeany

othermistakesexcepttolustforanotherwoman.

Leruo:PleaseI'm sorry,let'sjusttakeadeep

breath...Ididn'tdoanythingwithher...Youknowi

wouldn'tputmyhealthatrisklikethat,thisgirl

doesn'tevenknowwhothefatherofherchildis

becauseshesleptwiththesetwoguysatthesame

time.Theotheroneareisamarriedmanwithlotsof

kids...Youknowverywelliam vulnerable,whywould

iputmyselfinasexchainlikethatwithanalready

weakimmunesystem?

Amanda:Don'tyoudaretrytouseyourstatusinthis,

Leruo:Ok,I'm sorry.I'm desperate...YouknowI'd

neverdothattoyouthoughright?

Amanda:Youhaveadream andit'sagoodonebut

you'restillgettingtemptedsoIcan'triskwithmy

heart...
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Shewalkedinthesaloonandsmiledpayingthelady

thenshewalkedoutholdingthem andwavedthe

taxipassingby.

Leruo:Themmababekebakilekeagokopaka

maitseo...Please...

Thetaxidrovearoundandparkedbesidesthem then

shegotinandclosedthedoor.

Amanda:Airport..

Driver:Ok..

Herphonerangthenshepicked...

Amanda:Hello?

Retsile:HiAmanda,it'sRetsile...Idon'tknowifyou

rememberme...IhaveatwincalledMmogo.
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Amanda:Irememberyou,howareyou?

Retsile:I'm notfine,IwasstalkingLeruosoican

contacthisgirlfriendandIwassurpriseditsyou.

Foundyourpicturesonhisaccountanyways...

(reluctantly)Idon'tevenknowhowtostart,

kgalemelaLeruobecauseI'm tryingtomarrythatgirl.

I'm reallytryingtotrythislovethingbuteverytimei

trythereiaguywhojusthappenstoblockme.

Beforeigiveupinrelationshipskopaokgaleme,

Amanda:It'slikeyouknowwhat'shappening,iwas

justexchangingwordswithyourgirlfriendhaele

gorekeeneBree...IbileLeruokehatshogileantsha

diphiriaregatweBreesleptwithtwoguysandshe

doesn'tknowwhothefatherofherchildis.

Apparentlytheguyismarriedwithlotsofchildren...I

reallycan'tbeinthemiddleofdramaagain.Leruo

gaaseriousgakenagojola...I'llbuymyselfadildo.

Dependingonsomeoneforhappinessisjust

rubbish...

Retsile:Backupalittlebit,wareBreedoesn'tknow

thefather?
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Amanda:That'swhathetoldme..Idon'tknowifits

truebutI'm donewithhim.

Retsile:Thanksforyourhelp,andsorryforallthis.I

knowithurts.

Amanda:Yeah..Bye

Shehungupandsteppedout....

Atthemainhouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmanesteppedoutofthecar

andputtheleftoverfoodinthedogdish....

Sheopenedthebootandtookoutherbigbowlsas

Retsileparkedbesidesherandsteppedout...

Retsile:Hi..

Amane:Hi
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Retsile:Ineedyourhelp...Idon'tknowwhotogoto

becauseBreedoesn'thaveamotherorcloserelative

wamogolo...Idon'twanttosharethiswithanyone

butineedanswersthoughiknowsheisgoingtolie

tome

Amane:(holdingthebowl)Ok?

Retsile:Ijustheardfrom areliablesourcethatBree

doesn'tknowwhothefatherofthebabyis,

apparentlythereisamarriedmanshesleptwith...I

don'twanttoaskheralonebecauseiknowwhatwill

happenbutineedthetruth,canyouaskherforme?

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthemainhouse....

Amane:Areyousure?Peoplesometimesjustsay

crazythings

Retsile:Hehasnoreasontobejealous,ithinkshe

didtellhim thatandhetoldhisgirlfriendwhothen

toldme.Partofmebelievesittoo...GapeBreenever

toldmeaboutthepregnancyuntillateyetwewere

alwaystogether,whymissyourperiodover4or5

timesbeforetellingyourpartner?Kanashetoldme

liketodaynextweekabebagolobabitswake

botswakampa.Onthesecondtrimesterthe

ultrasoundisn'tevenaccuratewiththeEDDandwe

mostlyrelyonLMPforanaccuratedate.

Amane:I'lltalktoher,doyouwanttobethereor

shouldIdoitonmyown?

Retsile:Justdoitlele2soshecanbecomfortable,
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tellherIwon'tbeangry...I'lldefinitelybe

disappointedbutsincegotwesheisnotsurethen

it'snotherfaulteitherbutshehastobehonestwith

mesothaticanlivewithherknowingthatthereisa

possibilitythatit'snotmychild.GapekooreI'm

confusedcauseshesaidshewasonherperiod.

Amane:I'lltalktoher..

Retsile:Thankyou...isshehome?

Amane:Notyet,wespentthedaytogethersellingat

thestallthenshecametocookforBobo.Iguess

theywenttothemallorsomething.

Retsile:Ok,thanks

Hegotbackinthecaranddroveoffashismother

called....

Retsile:Hello?

Her:Hi,howareyoumyboy?

Retsile:I'm good..
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Her:CanitalktoBobo?Imisshim koorekeeng

osenkeonteletsa

Retsile:HeisoutwithBree

Her:Aboutthatgirl,canyoupleasehireananny?

Breeseemstooyoungtobegivenallthese

responsibilities.Isn'tshegoingtoschool?

Retsile:Shedoesn'twanttogotoschool,shesays

shewantstodobusinesswithhermotherslife

insurance.

Her:IjooeemmehireanannyforBobo,Boboeatsa

lotandthatgirlispregnantherselfI'm sureotogaa

lapaabeaborega.Wecan'tdenythefactthatheis

herstepsonandyourrelationshipiswaytoonewfor

hertohavesuchamountofresponsibility.Osekawa

bayangwanayoomogoBreethata.Hemustknow

home....Homeisyourhouse.IfShinewasalive

she'dbecomplainingabouthersonstayingwitha

girlfriendmogokalo...Nkabegongwesheisbeinga

bitterbabymama.

Retsile:IwouldhaveneverleftShine,andidoubtI'll

evermeetanyonelikeher.I'llfindamaidandstay
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withhim atmyhouse...Theproblem camewhen

Mmogodecidedtomessthingsupbecausewewere

supposedtostaytogetheruntilifindananny.

Her:Idon'tevenwanttotalkaboutthatretardedfool.

Heisprobablyjealousofyourlife,yourbetterbe

carefulbecauseonedayhewillkillyouandpretend

tobeyouthenposeyouashim sohecanenjoy

beingyoufortherestofhislife.

Retsile:Mmogoisnotthatbadmama,youhaveto

stopsayingthingslikethatbecauseyou're

discouraginghim...Thisiswhyheranawayfrom

him abegotweneaitaola.

Her:Soyou'restillprotectinghim thoughheis

destroyingyourlife?

Retsile:I'm notprotectinghim,I'm justsayingwe

shouldn'tbreakhim downlikethat...Heisa

troublemakeryesbutit'sprobablybecausenobody

giveshim theattentionheneeds.Agonaosarateng

attentionfrom theirlovedones.Callhim onedayand

askhim howheisdoing.

Her:Mmogonnawantenatota,keextrahelaene
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kesaethoke.

Retsile:ThereisapolicecarcomingI'm hangingup

causeidon'thavemyairpodswithme.

Her:Bye

Hehungupandsighedthenhedroveoff....

Atthesupermarket...

Laterthatafternoonafreshfishdeliverytruckdrove

behindtheshopastheshopassistantsstoodatthe

storagedoor,theIndianbosssteppedoutandstood

byastheyallwatchedthetruck...

InsidethetruckMmogolookedatthemirrorsand

slowlyreversedthebackofthetruck.Hisdelivery

assistantjumpedoutandwavedhim overasbe

reverseduntilhestopped.Heswitchedoffthe

engineandsteppedoutwithabookandpen...



Iam

Mmogo'sassistantunlockedthetruckandtheshop

assistantshelpedhim carrythecradesoffrozen

fish.....

MmogosmiledandshookhandswiththeIndian

beforehandinghim thebook...

Mmogo:Pleasesignhere,youcanalsoconfirm the

numberofcratesdelivered.

TheIndianwalkedovertotheguysandconfirmed

thenumberwiththemanagerbeforesigningand

givingbackthebook.Mmogotorethereceiptand

handedittohim thenheclosedthebookandgotin

thecar.Thedeliveryassistantclosedthetruckand

jumpedin...

Him:Let'sgo...
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Mmogo:Sure,(lookedatthewatch)Itoldyouwewill

finishontime.

Him:(laughed)You'refast,theguywhodrivesthe

biggeronewasslowbathobamohutarelabamo

rogamotraffickingbareorobalamotseleng.

Theylaughedanddroveout.Minuteslaterheparked

thecarandjumpedout.Theassistantgotinsidethe

carriageandwasheditwhileMmogowashedthecar

outsideandpolisheditstyres.

Aftercleaningtheywalkedinthebuildingand

handedinthekeysatthefrontdesk.

Her:Youruniformscame...Hereyougo,signover

there...

Mmogo:Thanks

Mmogocheckedifitwasthesizesheindicatedand



Iam

signedasthefrontdeskgirllookedathim

admiringly.

MinuteslaterMmogowalkedtowardstheBMW

carryingtheuniform andopenedtheboot,thefront

deskgirlwalkedoverholdinganumbrellaasMmogo

closedthebootandgotin.

Her:Hi,kekoparidetlherra

Mmogo:WaiiI'm goingtothecarwash,kekagodia.

Her:(shegrabbedthedoorhandle)Youcanjust

dropmebythestopsoicangetataxi

Mmogo:Emapelemothowame,wareosalaon

whichstop?

Her:(pointedtotheleft)Overthere...

Mmogo:(pointedtotheright)Nnaketswajaana..

Her:Ohok..

Mmogo:Shap...
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Sheclosedthedoorthenhereversed,hisassistant

steppedoutofthebuildingputtingonhiscapand

walkedacrosstheroadashestoppedforhim.The

youngmanranoverandgotinthenhedroveoff...

Him:(lookedbackatthefrontdeskgirl)Areng?

Mmogo:Shejustwantedaride

Him:(laughed)Abeomotimajaanong?Sheismy

neighbour,werentinthesameyard.

Mmogo:Womenareterritorial,doyouthinkifmy

girlfriendsawanotherwomaninthefrontseatofher

carshewillbesmiles?GakepegebanyanauntilI've

beenwithherlongenoughtoknowpeoplearound

meandfeelcomfortablewiththem beinginhercar.

It'seasiertoavoidconflictsthantosolvethem..

Him:True,gapethatgirliscrushingonyou.Shelikes

lookingatyou...(laughed)Waratiwa

Mmogo:(laughed)Theseoneswillloveanythingthat

drivesanicecar,shedoesn'tevenknowitsnotmine
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andevenifsheendsupknowingshe'dkeepme

closejustsoicankeepdroppingheroff.Gadinna

mpennakeadampiwaenetabeabuaboidon't

oweanyoneloyalty.(laughed)Ketshabagoikobela

mosadi...Directmefrom here

Him:Tsenaha...Thenextyardafterthisone.

Minuteslaterhestoppedbytheroad,thecolleague

jumpedoutandcrossedtheroadtohishouse.

Mmogojoinedtheroadandplayedmusiconhisway

toLinda'soffice.Hestillcouldn'twaitforhisfirst

dayatschool...Hewasn'tsureifthingswouldgo

accordingtohisexpectationsbutjustbeingthere

wouldbeawesome...

MinuteslaterhedroveintotheAccountsmanager

parkingslotandadjustedtheseatlyingonhisback

thenhedialedLinda.

Linda:(softly)Hello?
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Mmogo:(relaxed)Heybeautiful...I'm waitinginthe

parking.

Linda:(smiledblushing)Youcametooearly...There

isstill15minutes...Nexttimeotekahalffour.

Mmogo:Ididn'twanttokeepyouwaitinggapei

knockoffka4.

Linda:Ok,I'llbedowntherein15minutes.

Mmogo:Ntshunebeforeyou..

Linda:(laughedblushing)That'sweird..

Mmogo:Ntshunebabe...

Linda:Mxwa!

Mmogo:Goodgirl,getbacktowork

Linda:(smiled)Bye

HehungupandsighedclickingonhisFacebook

account,hehadnotreadhismessagesforalmosta

monthsincehisphonecracked.Hewentthroughhis

accountthenhegotafriendrequestfrom Linda,he

smiledandaccepteditthenhetypedapost.
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"PublicNoticetofriendsandcrushes

I'm unfriendingeveryoneiflirtedwithlonalebitsa

bathobobabemodicomments,ketsetsweseshala

utwa?

Tothosewhowillsurviveselepesamagagane

pleasemindwhatyousaytomebecausekebonye

mogosensitivetogagonthalammehankahumake

batagogonyala.

Shesurprisedmesantsekesadumelegore

ngwanyanayoarewanthatahelasente.Kebatago

itshwarakamaitseokekgonegodirafamilyguys.

I'm theblacksheepofthefamilyandit'stimeforme

tohavemyown. Prayforme"

Hepostedandcontinuedunfriendingthegirlshe



Iam

hadbeenflirtingwith.Thenhegotafewcomments

andclickedonthem...

Malefriend: Moposteremmonegongwekewa

rona

Mmogoreplied: Lebatagomotsaya?I'm goingto

postherafterpayingmagadilonalekgweetsadi

D4Ddintšwakelona.

Femalefriend: Girlyatengepowerfulgago

batiweedisrespectiwaonfacebook.

Mmogo: Togabampitsababegakechenja

profileabegotwekelebelejana.

Lindalaughedwithalaughingemojiandcalledhim....

Mmogo:Hello?

Linda:(laughed)obitsanna"mogongwemogo

sensitive?

Mmogo:(laughed)IbeentoofriendlyonFacebook
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kana,I'm cleaningthestreetsformadam.

Linda:(laughed)Waitsegaoutwe...Wantwaelao

mpitsamaina

Helaughedandsatupthenhenoticedherwalking

over,herestedhisarm andchinoverthecardoor

admiringherasshewalkedoverinhighheelsanda

handbagontheotherside.

Mmogo:(smiled)Butonaseriousnotedoyoureally

reallyloveme?You'retoobeautifuland...

Linda:(laughed)Mxm...Iloveyou

Mmogo:Eish...Iloveyoutoo.

Shewalkedaroundthecarandgotin,theymet

halfwayandkissedthenhestartedthecaranddrove

off....

AtKanako'sHouse...
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LaterthatafternoonKanakounlockedthedoorand

walkedindialingRetsile....

Retsile:Hello?

Kanako:Whereareyou?

Retsile:I'm atmyhouse,why?

Kanako:Ineedaprescriptionyadiantidepressants

Retsile:WhathappenedkoGaborone?

Kanako:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Retsile:Yetyouwantmetogiveyouaprescription?

Kanako:You'regoingtotellBreethenshewilltell

everyone.

Retsile:(laughed)gaontshepehelabecauseyou

soldmeoutwhenyouthoughtiwascheating.

Kanako:(laughed)Firstofallididthatforyourbaby

youmoron.Itwasaboutthebabycontractingthe

STIs
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Retsile:Iam adoctor!

Kanako:Peoplewhocheatseem tolosesensewhile

doingthat.Ididn'tevenwanttoconsideryoubeing

careful.

Retsile:Youhaveapointbutnexttimeaskmefirst.

Kanteoloyaltowhom?

Kanako:(laughed)That'sthething,sheismycousin

andyou'remycolleague.

Retsile:Ithoughtwearefriends

Kanako:I'm soafraidtobeyourfriendbecauseI'd

havetotellyoucertainthings...I'm inatightspot.

Youhavenoideahowdifficultthingsare.

Retsile:Gonalediphirigolohaneh?

Kanako:Ineedtheprescription,sogoingthrough

shit.

Retsile:Atleasttellmewhatyou'regoingthroughso

iknowI'm doingrighttoprescribeyouthat.Oneday

I'llprobablyneedyoutodothesameforme,maybe

evensoonercauseBreeiskeepingsecrets.

Kanako:Juneischeating,ifoundherwithanother



Iam

man.

Retsile:Ok,igetthepicture.I'llwritetheprescription

abekegotisetsa.

Kanako:Thanks,canyougetitatthepharmacy?I'll

refundyou.

Retsile:Sure,anywaysBreemightbecarrying

anotherman'schild.Apparentlyshewassleeping

withamarriedmanbeforewemet,thisguygatwe

hehaslotsofkids.Keipotsagorewhyisshe

pinningthebabyonmeifitstrueandifsheisn'tsure

whynottellmekeitsepossibility.Don'tyouknow

theguyshewassleepingwith?

Kanako:(heartskipped)Sowhyisshekeepingita

secret?

Retsile:Lennagakeitsetota.IaskedAmanetotalk

toher.

Kanako:Let'shopeshewilltellthetruth.

Retsile:Yeah,shap

Kanako:Sure
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Hehungupandsighed....

Atthemainhouse....

Laterthatafternoonataxistoppedatthegate,

Batsilesteppedoutandwalkedinthroughthegate

withwhileAmanelaidunderthetreeonthestretcher

readinganovel...

Amanesatupandsmiledashesatdownandleaned

overkissingherholdingafileonhishand....

Batsile:Everythingisoutofmyhandsnow,Godwill

takeover.

Amane:Theytookeverything?

Batsile:Yeah,ihandedinthekeystotheproperty.

Nowwewaitforthedateoftheauctionsale...

Amane:Havewemetthetarget?
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Batsile:WeneedonemoreinvestorsbutI'm positive,

itsnotoveruntilthewhistleblows.

Breedrovethroughthegateandwavedatthem

drivingtotheback,theywavedbackthenAmane

sighed...

Amane:RetsiletoldmeheheardBreemightbe

carryinganotherman'schild.Apparentlysheisn't

surewhothefatheris,gatweit'samarriedmanwith

lotsofchildren...

Batsile'sstomachliftedandhetriedcalmingdown

buteverythingpusheduphisthroatandfilledhis

mouthasheclosedhismouth,hestoodupandhid

behindthecarwherehebentoverandthrewup....

*

*

*
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:
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Atthemainhouse...

Batsileslowlystoodupandpushedoverthesoil

withhisfootasAmanehurriedoverwithaglassof

water.Hegottheglassandwalkedinthehouse...

Amane:AreyouOK?Didyoueatsomethingatwork?

Batsile:Yeah...Someonebroughtalunchboxof

cookiesandiatesome.

Amane:Aftergettingpoisonedfrom workthattime

youshouldknowbynowthatyou'renotsupposedto

justeatanythingfrom anybody.Howareyoufeeling?

Batsile:I'm finebabe...I'm fine...

Hehandedhertheglassandwalkedinthebathroom
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whereheleanedoverthebasinandwashedhis

mouththenhewashedhiswholefaceandlookedat

himselfonthemirror.

Heclosedthetoiletseatandsatdownwithhis

handsoverhisfaceashetookadeepbreathand

sighedleaningback.Therewasaknockonthe

door...

Amane:Babe?Areyouok?

Batsile:Yeah,I'm fine...

HestoodupandgotoutsideasAmaneputherouter

handonhisforehead...

Amane:You'renothot..

Hewalkedinthebedroom andtookoffhisclothes

whileshesatonthebedlookingathim.
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Amane:Shouldwegotothehospital?

Batsile:No,I'm fine.Don'tworryaboutit.It'snot

foodpoison.IthinkIjustatetoomuch.I'm fine...

Amane:Ok,letmegotalktoBreebeforesheleaves.

Gatweshetoldtheguyandtheguytoldhisgirlfriend

whothentoldRetsile.Kemathata.

Batsile:Ok,

Amane:Yourfoodisinthekitchen.

Batsile:Ok...

ShestoodupandwalkedoutasBatsilepickedhis

phoneanddialedher...

AtBree'sHouse...

MeanwhileBreepouredatakeawayofmotogointoa
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bowlthenshemicrowavedandputtheothersinthe

fridge.Boboraninthekitchenholdingherringing

phone...

Bree:(tohim)Thanksbabe(picked)Hello?

Batsile:Whodidyoutellthatyoudon'tknowthe

fatherofyourchildbecauseAmaneiscomingover

toaskyou

Bree:What!?It'sLeruo,

Batsile:Hetoldhisgirlfriend-andit'sAmanda.Why

wouldyousaythat?Didn'tyousayyou'resure?

Bree:Ithinkyou'rethefatherbecauseapparently

whatiexperiencedisspottingnotaperiodbutthe

datesofthescanarebetweenyouandRetsilesoi

don'tknowwhothefatheris.I'm justwaitingtosee

whenthebabywillbebornbecauseduedateebua

nonsensehela.

Batsile:Pleasedon'tdestroymyfamily,ifthebabyis

mineI'llsupportitfaithfullygalenagothokasepe...I

needaperfecttimetoexplainmyselftoherandtell
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hereverything,keagokopaplease.

Bree:SoLeruowastoldallthese?(therewasa

knock)Sheishere...

Batsile:Don'tdestroymyfamily,justtellherit's

someoneelseordenyit..

Bree:Leruoisgoingtoinvestigateandithinkifhe

takesmetothescanandtheyfollowituphewill

findoutbecausewhentheycalculatedmyduedate

usingthePeriodigavethem theduedatewas

consistentbutthescanwasfarawayfrom that...

NnatotaI'm notsure,wheniwasworriedthedoctor

saidishouldn'tbeworriedbecausescansasecond

trimesterisnotsoaccurateasitscalculatedbythe

growthofthebabywhensomebabiesarenaturally

biggerthanothersorgrowfaster.

Batsile:Kantenneesegoreotseremorningafterpill?

Bree:Gorayagoreigotpregnantthefirsttimeha

condom ethubegile.(therewasaknock)Ihavetogo.

Batsile:Don'tsayanything,I'lltakecareofthebaby.

Bree:Ok...
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Shehungupandopenedthedoorsmiling,Amane

smiledandwalkedin..

Amane:Hey..

Bree:Hi...Haveaseat,letmegiveBobotheporridge.

Amane:Ok...

Shegotthesoftporridgeandhandedhim,Bobo

smiledandsatonthecarpeteatingandwatching

cartoons..

Breesatontheothercouchandsighedasherheart

pounded...

Amane:Retsilecamebyearlier,someonetoldhim

you'renotsureaboutthefather...Ifthat'struehe

sayshewantsthetruthnow.Ifyoulietohim now

thenhelaterfindsoutitsnothishewon'ttakeit
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well...I'm surehe'dunderstandnowbecausehe

knowsyouguysjustmetandhadsexwithouttaking

yourtime.

Bree:Heisthefather...

Amane:Areyousure?Becauseifhefindsoutafter

thrweddingyou'llbedivorced...Betteranyalaaitse

goreit'spossiblegoreabeaithetsempa.

Sometimesthetruthisthemosteasiestwayto

solveproblems...Youhonestlywon'tlookbadnow

thanlaterafteryou'vetoldeveryoneyou'resure.

Bree:GonemmeI'm notsure...Everythinghappened

sofast..

Amane:Soitstrue?Gatwetheguyismarriedwith

lotsofkids.

Bree:Yes,heloveshiswifeandhedoesn'twantto

losehisfamily.Thiswasjustabigmistakeonour

side.Imethim thedayilostmymom andhewas

goingthroughhelltoo,wewerebothamessbutwe

laterregretteditandstopped.NowI'm stuckwith

thebabythatI'm notsurewhothefatheris

Amane:Ok,mmekeathaloganya.Youwerenot
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yourselfbutyoushouldhavebeenhonestwithhim.

Bree:Ididn'twanthim todoubthisbaby.

Amane:DNAtestgaeture,itsjust3k.Ittakesabout

3daystogetresults.

Bree:Iwasplanningtotestthebabyusingsecretly

usingastolensamplebecausebareyoucantest

withdifferentthingsbesidesblood.

Amane:Ok,wouldyouwantmetotalktohim inyour

presenceoryoutwocantalk?

Bree:I'm afraidtodoitalone

Amane:Ok,letmecallhim.

ShedialedRetsile'snumber..

Retsile:Hello?

Amane:Hi,Canyoucomeoversowecantalk?

Retsile:Whatdidshesay?

Amane:Ican'tsayonthephone
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Retsile:Pleasedon'tdothat,sentshokodisekego

kopilethuso.

Amane:Shewaswithsomeoneweeksbefore

meetingyouandshethoughtshegotherperiodnow

sheisnotsureifitwasperiodorjustspotting

Retsile:Thisexplainsthebaby'sgrowth,didshetell

youthebabyisgrowingfasterthanheshouldbased

onthedatesshegaveus?EventheEDDofthescan

doesn'tmatchhers,didatedi2justthatnoneof

them fallsonmydatebutididn'tmindthatbecause

iknowscansgetdateswrong.Thedoctoreven

askedherifsheissureaboutthedateandshesaid

yesknowingsheislying...

Amane:Retsile?Comeoversoyoucanhearher

explanationofwhathappened.Confrontationis

sometimesthebestwaytoendmisunderstandings...

Howcanyoubothbeusingathirdparty?

Retsile:Thanksforhelpingmeout,I'm just

wonderingwhenshethoughtwouldbethebesttime

totellmeallthese...AfterI'veconnectedwiththe

baby?BoBreebatsayadilosimple..Sheisimmature.
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Itsliesforme.Idon'tlikepeoplewholietome.Ke

abekeboregilejaana.

Amane:Soyoudon'twanttobeastepfather?

Retsile:NotwhenI'm beingliedto,idon'tmind

lovinganotherman'schildaslongasiknowthat

from theverybeginningespeciallybecauseshe

lovesmyson.YouknowBreeiscrazybutsheloves

myson...Howcaninotaccepthersbutsheliedto

me.It'sdifferent...

Amane:Whatareyousaying?(hekeptquiet)You're

goingtoleavesimplybecauseyoufoundher

pregnantibileasachita?

Retsile:Ineedtimetothink,idon'twanttoleavebut

sheliedtomeandjustlastnight...Icaughtherwith

amaninherhouse,that'sherbabydaddybecause

otherwisewhywouldshebringamanatnight?

Amane:Whatman?Cometalktoher.Whyusethe

phone?

Retsile:Giveherthephone...
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Breegotthephone...

Bree:Hello?

Retsile:Sothatguyfrom lastnightisthefather?

Bree:No,hewasjustafriend.

Retsile:Whoisthefather?Ifyoucangivemethe

nameofthatguythenI'llbelieveyou.Wewon'teven

havetotellhim heisfather,I'llacceptthebabyand

takeresponsibility.

Bree:(tearfully)Butit'snottheguyfrom lastnight.

Retsile:Whoisthefather?Givemeanamesoican

besureyou'renotstillsleepingwiththisguy

becauseibelieveit'sLeruo.

Amane:Breejusttellthetruth,don'tyouwanttoend

allthese.

Bree:It'snotLeruo.

Retsile:Thanksforeverything.Youtakeeverything

lightly.I'm donewiththisjokeofarelationship.O

batagontshemasematabecauseforsureyou're
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seeingLeruoandwhenI'm atworkhecomesthere.

Ifit'snothim thenproveitandgivemeaname.I'm

notgoingtoletyouplayme.Nnakechaisitse,I'll

comegetmysonandtellmyparentsgorebaska

tisamagadi.

Hecutthecall,Amanesighedlookingather...

Bree:Ican'tbelievehedumpedmeoverthephone..

Amane:Heisstillangry,maybeit'sjustshock.He

willcomearound...Ithinkifyoutellhim thetruthhe

willunderstand...WarekeLeruokanamang?

Bree:It'sLeruo.

Amane:I'm sorry.

Bree:It'sok...(sighed)Ihavetogobath

Amane:Ok,takecare.I'm hereifyouneedme.

Theystoodupandhuggedthenshewalkedout....

THREEMONTHSLATER...
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Atthemainhouse...

BatsilesatonthebedlookingatAmaneasshe

stoodbyironinghisshirt...Guiltstruckhim ashe

leanedoverandburiedhisfacebetweenhishands...

Amane:AreyouOK?Ifeellikeyou'regoingthrough

somethingbecauseyou'vebeenquietalotlately...Is

thereanythingbotheringyou?Youshouldbehappy

becausewemanagedtogetthebusinessback.It's

onlyamatteroftimebeforeitstartsgenerating

moneythenwecanmoveoutandintoourown

home.You'llhaveyourowncarandourlifewillbe

backtonormal...

Batsilelookeddownandsighedthenhefakeda
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smileashestoodupandputonhisshirt...

Batsile:IfeellikeI'vejustfailedmyfamily.I'vefailed

everyonewhobelievedme...Igaveinjustbeforethe

finalfinish.Mylifewillneverbethesame...I'llnever

havethemoneyiusedtohaveandI'llneverbethe

maniusedtobe.

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?

Batsile:Ijustdon'tseeusgettingbacktonormal.

I'vemessedup.

Amane:Believeinyourself...Ibelieveinyou.I've

madethemistakeofnotbelievinginyoubutiknow

thatyoualwaysmakeamajorcomeback.

Shesteppedoverandpulledhiscollarupthenshe

buttonedhisshirtashesadlylookedather,shegot

thetieandputitaroundhiscollarthenshegently

turneditdownandasshegentlypulleditupand

rubbedhischestlookingupathim....
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Amane:Stopstressingaboutnotbringingmoney

home,igotyourback.

Shesmiledandkissedhim thenhesmiledand

huggedherforover10minutes.Heletgoand

walkedout...

AtBasimane'soffice....

LaterthatmorningBatsilestoodatthedoorand

tookadeepbreaththenknocked.Basiresponded

thenheopenedthedoorandwalkedin,hetooka

seatandsighedlookingathisbigbrother....

Painblockedhisthroatbeforehecouldsayanything,

heswallowedhardandtearsrolleddown.Helooked

downandrubbedhiseyes....

Basi:Istillcan'ttellherilostthecompanytothe
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highestbidder

Basi:It'sbeenthreemonths...Shemightfeellike

nowyou'resharingthecompanywithinvestorsand

shecan'tgothereanytimebutonedayshewill

choosetobringfoodinyourofficeandshewillfind

awhitemaninsteadofyou.You'renotsmart!

Batsile:PlusBreesaysI'm thefather...ican'ttake

careofthe4ihaveandnowthis...Iaskedherso

earlybecauseiwantedustogetridofit,shedenied

itsomanytimesandnowsheissure...Kooreleha

Amaneakaeletsagointshwarelashewon't,ifiat

leasthadthemoney...NowthatI'velostthe

companyandI'm thereisthisnews.Idon'tseeus

survivingthis...

Basi:Thereisnothingicandotohelpyouifyou

can'ttellthesewomenthetruth.LeeneBreeneeds

toknowthatyouwon'tbeabletosupportthebaby

soshecangrowup.Iappreciatethatsheisquickto

correctherself,shehasn'tmisbehavedsinceBame
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disciplinedhersothat'sasignofmaturity.

Batsile:ThatwasnotdisciplineBamehadnorightto

dothattoher.Hecouldhavecalledtheeldersso

Breecanstop.

Basi:Itwasdisciplinetome,ifsomeoneyounger

thanyoudisrespectyouyoudon'tcryaboutityou

beatthem hardsotheycanstop.

Batsile:Ofcourseyou'dthinkbeatingisdiscipline.

Basi:Mypointwasaslongasyou'renothonestyou

won'tbehappy.Ididmybestasabrotherandhired

you...Butyourliesarenowspreadingtomyfamily

becausemywifehastolietoyourwife...Youknow

women...Oncethiscomesoutsheisgoingto

wonderwhytheykeptitawayfrom her...You're

ruiningourliveswithyourlies.You'reruiningour

friendships.Wehavealwayssupportedyouand

sacrificedforyoubutnotyou...Summerhastolose

afriend,DivahastoloseAmane...Kooreyoudon't

seehowmuchyourdecisionsareaffectingtherest

ofthefamily.Bamemightsupportyourstupiditybut

idon't...Youdon'tgettocomecryinmyofficeif
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you'renotgoingtotakemyadvice.Tellthem the

truthsotherestofuscanbefree,orebuisamaaka.

Thisiswhatpeoplemeanwhentheysayaman's

familyistrash...Thisiswhattheymean...Thefact

thatweallknowyousleptwithBreeandsheis

carryingyourchildyetAmaneandBreeare

practicallylivinginthesameyard,smilingand

gettingcloser.Idon'tknowwhyyou'recryingtome

becauseyoudon'twantadvice...I'm nota

psychologistI'm ajustabigbrother,bigbrothers

adviceandstepback.HaneelepeleI'dbeattheshit

outofyouandforceyoutotellherbecauseiknow

what'sgoodforyoubutyou'reagrownman.Make

yourownmistakes...Mmehelaismywifefinally

decidestotellherfriendthatyoudon'thavethe

companydon'tblameme...Iwon'tletyoutakeme

downwithyou.Warelothakanyabyexpectingusto

lieforyou.

Batsilelookeddownandsighed....
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AtBree'sHouse...

Breewalkedinthekitchentalkingtothephoneand

openedtheemptyfridge...

Bree:Eemma....Iwasjustcheckingwhenmy

mother'smoneywillbein.Itsbeenalmostayear

now....**..Iunderstandthatitsnotaquickprocess

butineedthemoney.I'm pregnantandI'm onthe

lastmonth....Can'tyouatleasttellmehowmuchI'm

waitingfor?*atleastifiknewhowmuchI'm waiting

forsoicanstartplanningforit....Eemmai

understand,thanks.

Shehungupandsighedlookingattheemptyfridge

thenshedialedRetsilebuttherewasnoanswer.She

texted.

Bree:It'sbeenmonthsbutthebabywillbeheresoon.

I'm sorryforlyingtoyou,justcheckingwantedtosay
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hi.

Sheputthephonedownandwalkedtothebathroom

whereshepulleddownherpantiesandpeed.Ifthis

wasBatsile'sbabyshe'dneversurvivethewivesof

thebrothers.Thatgangwouldcomeforherlikea

packofanimalsandshe'dlosetheonlypersonshe

had...ofallpeopleAmaneneverholdsagrudge.No

matterhowmuchtheyargueshe'dalwaystalktoher

andpatientlyadviceher.Thiswastheonlywomanin

herlife...ThewayBatsilelookedbrokethisinvesting

thingwasn'tgivingoutresults...She'dhaveto

supportthebabyandnowsheneededschool...She

hadtogetaneducation...Buttheexamshadbeen

writtenalready.Shenoticedastainonherpanties

androlleddownthetpthenshewipedherkukuand

lookedattheslimeonthetissue...Wasthebaby

coming?IfthiswasBatsile'sbabyeveryonewould

know...Allhischildrenlooksomuchlikehim and

maybeifshelostthebabyRetsilewouldcome

aroundandshewouldn'tloseheronlyfamily...She'd

evengobacktoschoolandgetaneducation.Nowit
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wouldbeimpossibletoevergobacktoschoolwith

ababy..

Shepulledupherpantiesandwalkedoutclickingon

Google,"slimecomingoutofmyvaginabutI'm

pregnant","howtogentlykillanewbornbabywithout

leavingbruises","howdogivebirthonyourown",

"whatdoyouneedtodeliverthebabyonyourown"

Herstomachrambledasshewalkedoutand

knockedonAmane'sdoor,shesmiledandopened

thekitchendoorforherwhileshewascooking...

Amane:Comein...

Breestoodbythecounterandsmiledlookingather

asshecookedwithpassioneventastingthefood

andall...
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Bree:Idon'tknowhowyoufinditfuntocook,ihate

cooking.

Amane:Ilovecooking...

Breefrownedasapainstrikebelowherabdomen...

Amane:AreyouOK?Yourfacechangedjustnow

Bree:(smiled)I'm fine..

Amane:Ok,ifyoufeelanythingjustletmeknow.

NowadaysIdon'tfeelcomfortableleavingyoualone,

mygrandmotheralwaysmovedinwithmeonthe

last2monthsofmypregnancy.Aremoimanagaa

nnealenosikamalatsiaboheloespeciallywhenit's

yourfirsttimebecausewedon'tknowwhatkindof

labourpainsyouget..

Bree:MmekanaI'm fine..

Amane:Haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Bree:Idon'thavefood,Retsilestilldoesn'ttalktome.

Amane:WhataboutLeruo?
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Bree:Leruoisnotthefather...Thefatheristhe

marriedman.

Amane:Leruoisn'tmarried?

Bree:No,heisdatingAmanda.

Amane:I'm confused...

Bree:Thefirststoryitoldyouwasthetruth,the

secondwasaliebecauseididn'twanttotellanyone

whothefatheris.Idon'twanttodestroyhisfamilyle

nnaIwantpeace...Thelastthreemonthshasbeen

hardijustwanttogobacktoschool.

Amane:I'llgetthebabysoyoucangobackto

school.Don'tworry..Ihavebeenthinkingyou'll

changeyourmindandifyoudoI'dtakethebabyso

youcangobacktoschool.You'retooyoungtobe

playingwife...AtyourageIwasbusywithschool,i

wasjustlikeyou..Ihadnomotherthoughmy

grandmotherguidedmeuntiligraduated.

Bree:Lennakebataskolo,I'm notsayingthisman

tookadvantageofmebutwhenimethim Iwas

stressed...Ijustwantedtostopthepainthen

changeofenvironmentandlearningtoliveonmyow
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-

ShepausedandheldherbreathwhileAmanewas

stirring,shesmiledassoonasAmaneturned

lookingather...

Amane:Hereyougo...Gositdown,youshouldn't

standfortoolong.

Bree:Canigoeatatmyhouse?

Amane:Noproblem,waitseyoulooksomehow

today...Themmapleasecallmeifyou'renotwell?

Gakenagotholasentekoindustrialkana

Bree:(smiled)I'm fine...Relax...

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenshedished

forthechildrensotheycouldeatafterschool.

Sheloadedherfoodinthecarandsortedherplates

beforedrivingoff...
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AtKanako'sHouse...

Juneparkedthecarandsteppedout,shegotthe

babyoutandwalkedtowardsthedoorwiththe

housekeys...Hopefullyhehadn'tchangedthelocks..

Thedoorunlockedthenshewalkedinandheadedto

thebedroom whereshesatthebabyonthebaby...

Sheopenedthewardrobe,thankGodhehadn't

movedherclothes...Shechangedclothesand

noticedhisringontheshelf,shesighedandwalked

inthekitchen...Itdidn'tlooklikethekitchenhad

beenusedinawhile,sheopenedthewindowsand

ranherfingeronthedustycounter..

Shewentbacktothelivingroom andswitchedthe

TVon,hehadn'tevensubscribed.Sheputthebaby

downanddialedKanako...



Iam

Kanako:Hello?

June:Hi,I'm home.

Kanako:Ok.

June:Thehouseisdusty,wherehaveyoubeen

staying?

Kanako:Gonemoo

June:Butitssodusty

Kanako:Idon'thavetimetodiscussdust,ifit

bothersyoucleanit.Nnakesiamekalerolelantu

yame.

June:Ok,isawyourringinthewardrobe..

Kanako:Yampolaaringeo.

June:Shouldwetakeitforreadjustment?

Kanako:Youcantakeittherennakebusykea

theogela.Ihavetogo,thepatientsneedme.

June:Ok,haveyoutoldyourbrotherswhat

happenedinGaborone?

Kanako:Whathappenedkana?(shekeptquiet)I



Iam

havetogo.

June:ThereisnofoodinheresoI'm cleaningthe

housethenI'm goingtobuyfoodandcooklunch.

Kanako:Ok,bye

Hehungupthenshebeguncleaning...

AtAmanda'sHouse....

Amandastoodbyasthemovingtruckreversed

towardsthehousethenshegotbackinthecar.

Yame:I'm hungry.

Amanda:Iknowbaby,let'sgobuysomethingtoeat.

Ican'tcookbecausethey'restillloadingourthings.

Kopo:It'sournewhouse?

Amanda:Yep,doyoulikeit?

Yame:It'stoosunnyhere.
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Amanda:Maunisthehottestpartofcountry,itstoo

sunny,wehavetogetyouguyshatsatthemall...

Shestartedthecaranddroveoutasherphone

rang...

Amanda:Hello

Leruo:Ontseongadile?

Amanda:I'm nottalkingtoyouLeruo.Theansweris

stillthesameasthreemonthsback.You'realiarand

youlikedthatgirl...Neomokwaisitsegoregasena

gotsholawamoja

Leruo:(laughed)I'm notevenlaughingataccusation,

it'showyou'resoconvincedIwantedher.But

knowingyourhistoryishouldhaveguessedthatme

beingtoofriendlytoanotherwomanwasabad

idea...

Amanda:UntilyouadmitthetruthI'm notfeelingthis.

Leruo:You'reforcingmetosayiwantedher
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Amanda:Neokwaisitsengwanyanayoleleene

waaitsegorebannabothebammata.

Leruo:Nekesakwaisasepe...

Amanda'sfathercalled...

Amanda:Papaiscalling,I'm hangingup.Wenaomo

tshamekong.

Shehungupandpicked...

Amanda:Hello?

Him:HiMandy,whydidn'tyouletmeknowwewill

havevisitors?Theyalmostmissedyourmother,my

wifeandIwenttocheckonherandfoundhervery

sickthenwetookhertothehospital...

Amanda:Whatvisitors?

Him:Theywanttopaymagadi,itoldthem I'llhavea
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meetingwiththerestofthefamilyandgetbackto

them.You'resupposedtodiscussthesethingswith

ussoweprepareourselves.

Amanda:(madepoornetworksounds)Pa-ne--

shhhhgrrr-hello?

ShehungupanddialedLeruo...

Leruo:Hello?

Amanda:Myfathercalledme,gatweyourparents

wentthere,areyoumad?

Leruo:Iwasn'tkiddingwhenisaidinsixmonths

you'llbemywife.Dirabudgetyalenyaloleole

batangandgivemethenumber.Getquotationsfor

whateveryouwant,don'tlookattheprices.Istill

havethesavingsiwassupposedtoinvestkogo

Batsile.Weendeduplosingthebidtosokeboers

from SouthAfrica.

Amanda:Leruowee?

Leruo:Mma?
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Amanda:Gaoutwe?

Leruo:No,ketshotswekelestoutolemamaotago

bolelelagorewheniwantsomethingigetit.Ohby

thewayigavemymotheryournumber,shesaysshe

sentyouarequestonFacebookandyouhaven't

accepteditsoshewantstocallyou.(laughed)I

can'twaitforyoutobeafraidtopostjustbecause

you'refriendswithmymother.

Amanda:I'm notacceptingherrequest!

Leruo:(laughed)Andshecommentstoo,tabea

commentalikeshedoeswithmycousin'swife.

Anunsavednumbercalled..Herheartskippedas

shelookedatit...

Amanda:(whispered)Sheiscalling,ohmyGodI'm

soscaredbommagweboyfriendbaarabiwajang?

Helaughedandhungupasshestaredatthecall

untilitended.Sheparkedthecarandsteppedoutof
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thecaropeningthedoorforherdaughtersthenshe

recognisedBatsilewalkingbyholdinganenvelope.

Hehadn'thadacutandfrom thewayhewas

walkingscreameddepression,he'dlostsomuch

weighthispantsdidn'tfithim well..Hedidn'teven

recogniseherhewalkedpasther...

Amanda:Batsile?

Hestoppedandturnedaroundlookingatherthenhe

smiled.

Batsile:Hi

Herheartshutteredasshelookedinhiseyes,she

didn'tknowwhatwasgoingonbutthisisnotwhat

sheprayedfor.Sheneverknewpaincouldbeseen

throughtheeyesuntilshelookedinhiseyes...
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Amanda:Hi...

Therewasanawkwardmomentasshelookedat

him tryingsohardnottocry...

Amanda:You'velostweight,iseverythingOK?

Batsilelookedatherandlookeddown...

Batsile:No,I'velostmycompanytowhitemanwho

didn'tevenemploymypeople.IworkforBasiandi

don'tevenknowwhatI'm doingbutI'm learningfrom

otheremployees...Ican'tsupportmyselformy

family.WhenAmanewassickwedidnothavesex

forlonglongtime...Iwaspatientbutifailedonthe

lastminuteandsleptwithagirlimetatthehospital.

Thisgirlturnedouttobemycousin.Ididn'tknow

untiliparkedinfrontofhermother'syard.Iasked

herplentyoftimesifshewasn'tpregnantbecausei

didn'twantthesituationI'm inbutshekeptsaying
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thatit'snotmine.Nowshesaysit'smine...Idon't

knowwhatI'm goingtodowiththat.Soibasically

havenothing...NowI'm thinkingofgettingalife

insuranceonmyself,hurtAmanesobadshe'dhate

meandwishmedeadthengetintoacaraccidentso

shecangetthemoneyandtakecareofthechildren

inmyabsence.I'vefailedeveryone...Includingyou...

EspeciallyyoubutI'm gladyoufoundhappiness.I'm

reallysorry..

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedathim.He

steppedoverandhuggedherthenherubbedher

tearandsmiled.

Batsile:Nowyoucangoonknowingyoudidn'tlose

anythingbylosingme.I'm happyforLeruo,ihopehe

knowswhathehas.

Amanda:PleasetellAmaneaboutthebabyonthe

way,trustmeitwillhurttwiceifshefindsoutby

herselforifshehearsitfrom someoneelse.Ifyou

tellherthatonitsownwillshowremorsekana
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maturity.

Batsile:Idon'tknowaboutthatbutthanks.Seeyou

around.

Amanda:Ihopeyou'rejokingabouttheinsurance

thingbecausethatwouldbeselfishofyoutorob5

childrenachancetobewiththeirfather.Abroke

presentfatherisbetterthanarichemotionally

unavailablefather.Keitseoratabanamorethan

anything,I'm sadtohearyousaythat.Stopthinking

likethat.

Batsile:(smiled)Itwasajoke...Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthetaxistop

withtheenvelopeoverhisforeheadblockingthesun.

Shewatchedhim untilhegotinthetaxithenshe

turnedputherhandoverhermouthcrying.Thegirls

hoppeddownthecarthenshequicklyrubbedher

tearsandsmiledatthem...

AtDiva'sHouse....
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MeanwhileDivalaidbesidesthebabyandgaveher

thebreastasshesuckedfeeding...Sheclickedon

Facebookandreadthecommentsonherbaby

picture...SherepliedseveralandstoppedatBree's

comment.

Bree:Wow,sheisbeautiful.

Diva:(replied)Thankyou

Bree:(replied)You'rewelcomecousie.

Diva'sphonerangthenshepicked...

Diva:Hello?

Summer:Higuys,iconnectedher.

June:Heyladies,ijustarrived.

Amane:Welcomeback,

Diva:Howiseverything?
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June:It'sgreat.

Diva:Bamethinksyouguysaregoingthrough

somethingandibelievehim.Youguysaretooquiet.

Amane:Akere,metoo

Summer:Junebuannete...Imadethisconference

callsowecantalk.

June:Guysnothingisgoingon.

Amane:Mmekanawecanseethatyouguysarejust

pretending.

Bamewalkedinfrom workandleanedoverkissing

herwhileshetalkedonthephone.

Attheindustrialsite...

MeanwhileBatsilesteppedoutofthetaxiand

walkedtowardsAmane'sstallwhileshecollected

heremptybowlsandputthem intheboot.
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Heputtheenvelopeonthedashboardandhelped

herloadthebowlsthenshegotinthedriver'sside,

hegotbehindthewheelanddroveout...

Amane:Today'sfoodfinishedfaster...Howwas

work?

Batsile:Itwasfine..Thereissomethingihavetotell

you..

Amane:Ok...What?

Batsile:Letmedrivethissidefirst...Iwanttostop

sowecantalkproperly..

Amane:You'rescaringme..

Hedroveoffroadandtowardstheriverthenhe

parkedunderthetreeandsteppedout.Heopened

thedoorandgotherhandthenheleanedagainstthe

bonnetwithherstandinginfrontofhim...
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Batsile:Rememberthattimewhenyouaskedmeto

findsomeonetohavesexwith?

Amane:Yeah?

Batsile:Iwantedtotakethedealbutiwasn'tgoing

togetanerectionknowingyouknowwhatiwas

doing.

Amane:Soiwasrightatourcounsellingsession?

Youcheated?

Batsile:Imetagirlatthehospitalanditjust

happened,thegirlhadjustlosthermotherandshe

wasjustateen.Itriedtoresistbutshewasjustan

easytargetsoiendedupdoingit.Ididn'tknowwho

shewasuntilthedaymyfatherdirectedustothe

funeral...That'swhenifoundoutsheismycousin.

Amaneleanedbacklookingathim...

Batsile:Westoppedassoonaswefoundout,not

thatIwasn'tgoingtostop..Iwasgoingtostop

anywaysbecauseitwasjustaboutsex.Nowimight
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bethefather,ithappened9monthsago.

Shesteppedbackandheldherhipsashermouth

dropped.

Batsile:Thereismore...Ididn'tmanagetobuymy

companyback.Afterallthathardworksomanyrich

peoplecametotheauctionsale...Therewasn'teven

asingleblackperson.Itwasboersfrom South

AfricaandNamibia,somewhitepeoplefrom asfar

asUK thefirstbiggerskippedourlittlemoneyandit

wassoldformorethanthesetprice.Ihaven'tbeen

goingtomyofficeI'm workingforBasiunder

marketing.I'm sorry..

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheriver....

Amanelookedathim foraboutaminutewithout

sayinganything,helookeddownandsighed....

Amane:Doyourememberthenightyousleptout

andtoldmeyousleptatthelodge?

Batsile:Yes..

Amane:Wasthatthenight?

Batsile:Yes...

Amane:Andyetyoulookedmeintheeyesandlied

tomewhenwewentformarriagecounselling.Iwas

willingtoforgiveyou..

Batsile:Iwasn'tsureaboutthat...Itwouldhave

lookedbad.NowIseeitwasstupidbutnnegole
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goshalennasantsekesadumelegoreicheatedjust

likethat.

Amane:ButIstilldon'tunderstandwhyyoukeptit

from mebecausebeforeyouevendidthisididsay

youmustfindsomeonetohelpyouorIwillfindyou

someonetohelpyou.AtthetimeyouknewIwas

emotionallypreparedforanotherwomaninthe

picture...Didn'tisayyoumustgetsomeoneorihave

someoneinmind?

Batsile:Youdid

Amane:Soyoudidn'twantjustanykukuyouwanted

tocheatonmeright?

Batsile:Babethatwasdifferent,youweresaying

thatbecauseyoulosthopeandyouweresick.I

didn'twantyoutoseeallthat..

Amane:Iwantedyoutodoitoutwajangkante...

Whatifitwasmyfantasytoalsoseeyoudothatto

anotherwoman?Haveyoueverthoughtaboutthat?

Whatifiwasgoingtogetsexualsatisfactionfrom

seeingyoudothatbecauseiwasalsosexual

frustrated.Ievenhadsomeoneinmind,someone
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whoihadindirectlyaskedandknewshewouldn't

mind.Ididn'twanttobecheated,iwantedtobethe

onetochooseagirlyou'regoingtosleepwithand

betherebecauseiknewcheatingwouldhurtme.

Batsilelookedatherashislipspartedsurprised....

Hispantstightenedashelookedather...

Batsile:Whatareyousaying?

Amane:I'm sayingodirilebomatabantha,oganne

kukuenekegoebatelaanddecidedtogetonefor

yourself.Youdidn'thavetodoallthatsneakingand

lying,youcouldhavejustgivenitatrywithmy

suggestionandsleepwellatnightknowingyou

didn'tcheat...Iwouldhavebeensexaullysatisfied

tootoseeyoudothat...Ifiwasinvolvedfrom the

verybeginningshewouldn'thavebeenpregnantnow,

you'retooAfricanandyoudon'ttrustme.You

alwaysassumetheworstwhenitcomestome

that'swhyyou'resoscaredtobeopenwithme,wa

bonaleyonesex?Idon'tbelieveyou'refreewithme
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becauseyoualwayshavethisthingthatI'llgetangry

orleaveyou.Therearetwothingsthatwillmakeme

leaveyou,ifyoubeatmeorifyoucheatagain...

AnythingelseI'm willingtolistenespeciallyifyou

askme...Iwantdiscussions.Nnasetsekelapileke

goakanyetswa...Howmanytimesdoihavetotell

youiloveyou?Youlieevenwhenit'snotnecessary...

Heturnedheraroundandhuggedhertightly...

Batsile:I'm sorry...

Amane:Whatpisssesmeoffishowyoumademe

lookstupid,whynottellmethetruthallalongsoi

canhelpBreekeitsewhatyoudid?NowI'm just

stupid.

Batsile:Iwasinatightspotgapeshewasn'tsure

whathappened.ShewantedthebabytobeRetsile's.

Amane:KanathismatchesexactlywhatBreetold

me...Waitsegorelentirasehema?

Batsile:Nommekampanekesaitsesepeuntili
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heardfrom you...Ithinkthat'swhyithrewup.Iwas

caughtoffguardthinkingI'm takingmysecrettothe

grave.

Amane:Wadidiradiagodumela,peoplearegoing

tolaughatmeendlessly.Ifithappenedaroundthe

timeiaskedyoutodothisiunderstand,itwasa

difficulttime.Youhadalotgoingonatthetimeand

maybeiplantedthatseedinyourmind..Areyoustill

sleepingwithBree?

Batsile:No,ofcoursenot.

Amane:Sowhatdoyouwanttodowiththebaby?

Batsile:Idon'tknownnatotamothowamodimo

ntsekesaakanyekestressthinkingyou'dleaveme.

Amane:Sohowmanypeopleknow?

Batsile:Justmybrothers,RememberwhenBasiand

istoppedtalking?HefoundBree'snumberand

almostbeatme..Isaidharshthingsandhewas

pissedformonths...

Amane:Breelikestotalkaboutschoolandshehelps

meeverydayatthestall,ibeenthinkingofgetting
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herbabythinkingI'm anaunt,nowit'sjustawkward

tryingtopictureallthis.Ican'tbelieveyoudidthisto

me.

Batsile:Idon'texpectyoutointeractwithherbaby...

IfitsmineI'llfindamaidsotheycanbeoutofthe

picture.Iknowit'sapainfulreminder.

Amane:Thiswhyyoukeepthingsfrom me,"me""I

wil"IthoughtwegaveuptheIandme'sforusand

our.Youriskedyourcompanyforme...Youcan

makesuchhugesacrificesforandstilldenymea

chancetodoitwhentimesallows.Maidwithwhat

money?

Batsile:That'strue,I'm sorry...

Helookedatheronemoretimejusttomakesure...

Batsile:Areyousureyouforgiveme?

Amane:(lookedatthetime)Thekidsareaboutto

arrived...
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Theygotinthecarandthenhedroveoff...

Amane:(sighedindisbelief)Ican'tbelievethis...

Batsile:Didyouhearaboutthecompany?

Amane:Yeah,againevenonthisoneiknewthere

wasapossibilityofuslosing...Ijustdon't

understandwhyyouthinkI'm stupid.Whywouldn'ti

understandwelostbidding?Whywouldileaveyou

forbeingbrokewhenthecateringisdoingwell?plus

youhaveasalary,wearelivinganaveragelifestyle.

Wearenotevenpoor...It'snotcomfortablebecause

wemissthesuburbsbutit'snotbadatall.Nnatota

I'm gettingusedtoit,thekidsarefinetoo...You

needtoacceptthatwewillbelivinglowforawhile.

Batsile:(sighed)Ican'tbelieveikeptsecretsforso

longfailingtoeatonlyforyoutosaythis.Ipunished

myself..

Amane:Haveyoureturnedallthemoneyfrom the

investors?

Batsile:Notallofit,ireturnedhalfandstalledwith
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theotherbecauseI'm tryingtothinkofawayto

makeuseofit.

Amane:Whydon'tyouchangetheoriginal

agreementandproposeanewdealofbuilding

perhapsacampsiteonyournewplotfrom your

father?Ithinkitwouldworktoo,ibileyoneit's

locationismuchmoreattractivethantheotherone.

Batsile:IbilekanaBasifencedthewholeareabuthe

isusinghisquarter.BasiandKanakodon'twantland

theysaidimustcompensatethem whenI'm backon

myfeet.

Amane:Ee,let'stryacampsiteit'seasierbecause

wejustbuytentsandafewbeds.

Batsile:OurFacebookpageyalodgeaberechanger

ennacampsitefornow.

Amane:

Exactly

Batsile:Mmekanathiscanwork...

Amane:Itcanbutwenaobusykadisecret,butI'm

tellingyou...Ifyoucheatagain..I'm done.IthinkI've
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provedyouwrongfortoolongaboutthewrong

impressionsyouhaveaboutme..Ifyoudon'tknow

menowyou'llnevereverknowme..

Batsile:Inowknowyou,(smiled)Andonedaywhen

allthisisoverI'llaskyouaquestion..

Amane:(smiled)Aboutwhat?

Batsile:(smiled)Nowisabadtime,wehavemore

seriousissuestodealwith...Gobatareiketile

mathataahedile..

Amane:Eherra...

Hesmiledpickingherhandandkissedit...

Batsile:DropmeoffatBasi'sHouse.Iwanttotalkto

him aboutthecampsiteandlanduse.

Amane:Ok...
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AtBree'sHouse...

MeanwhileBreestoodinthebathroom holdingapair

ofscissorsasshegruntedloudly.Sweatdripped

downherbackasshegruntedpushing...

Bree:Uhhhhhhh.....Uhhhhhh...(breathingheavily)

Hoooo...Hoooo....Hoooo...Iwillneverhavesex

again....Uhshit...

Stillstandingshepushedharderandthebaby'shead

poppedbetweenherlegs,sheturnedthetabonand

filledthetub,standingseemedmorepainfulthan

anythingshe'deverexperienced!

Withthebaby'sheadhangingbetweenherlegs,she

gotinthetubandalmostslippedontheblood

flowinginthebathroom.

Shesatinthefulltubandcontinuedpushingand

screaminguntilthebabyslippedoutintothewater...
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Sheleanedbackcryingassheclosedherlegswith

thecordstillinsideher.Shewatchedthebabyinthe

waterandignoredit,hopefullyit'ddrowninthere.

Shecutthecordandwrappedherselfwithatowel

thenhurriedtothebathroom leavingatrailofblood

behindherfootsteps.

Sheuncoveredherleftoversinaplateandleaned

overeatinglikeshehadn'teateninmonths,she'd

neverfeltthishungryinherlife.Therewasaknock

onthedoorandshepausedchewing..

Amaneknockedandopenedthedooratthesame

time,thetrailofbloodpoppedhereyesassheranin

thekitchenandfrozelookingatBreeholdinga

spoonnudewithanumbilicalcordhangingbetween

herlegs..

Amane:Whereisthebaby?!
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Sheturnedaroundandraninthebathroom where

sheyankedthebabyfrom thetub.Shegrabbedthe

towelandrubbedherfacebuttherewasnosignof

life...

Amane:Whatdidyoudo?Areyoulosingyourmind?

Breefollowedhertothebedroom andstoodatthe

doortearfullylookingatAmaneasshelaidthebaby

onthebedandblewaironher...

Bree:Wagoleletsamapodisi?

Amane:(angrily)Stupidgirlcallsomeonereise

ngwanaspatela...Legonewhatkindofawomanis

abletostandaftergivingbirth?Kealorane

gompienonebathong!...Callsomeone,Ican'tstop

whatI'm doing!
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Breelimpedtothebathroom andcameback...

Bree:Whoshouldicall?

Amaneranbacktoherhouseandcamebackwith

herchildren'sanaldilator,sheinsertedthenozzleon

thebabyandsuctionedthewaythemidwifewifedid

withLelentle,thebabygraspedthenshetookoffher

Tshirtandputthebabyonherdirectlyonherwarm

chestrubbingher.

ThebabyandbeguncryingBreecoveredhermouth

andbeguncryingasthebabycriedoutloud...

Amane:Hetaomoamusekebatedikaratareye

spatela.WaitseithinkI'm dreamingtoday.

Shefrownedaspainstruckher,theafterbirthslid

downanddroppedonthefloor,shelaidonthebed
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andgavethebabyherbreast...

Amane:Odirileboatantueyothe,lehaelentšagae

tsalejaana.Whereisthebabybag?

Bree:Ididn'tbuyanything.

Amane:SoyoubeenplanningtokillBatsile'sbabyall

along?

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Mmogoparkedthecar,Lindasteppedoutin

pyjamasandclosedthedoor...

Linda:Shap

Mmogo:WhattimeshouldIpickyouup?

Linda:Amandawilldropmeoff,andifyouleavelock

thedoor.Imanagedtomakeacopy.

Mmogo:I'lljustbehomewatchingthegame

Linda:Canyoupleasecheckonyourbrother

Mmogo:Mothoyoogaampate,whydoyouwantme

toforcemyselfonhim?

Linda:Becauseyoudidhim wrong,whenyou're

wrongyoudon'tgetchoosehowlongsomeoneis
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supposedtostayangry.Youjustkeepapologising.

Mmogo:I'llcallhim,ifheisnotondutyI'llcheckon

him.

Linda:Don'tforgetthethingsyouboughtforthe

baby.

Mmogo:Ok..Bye

HereversedanddroveoffasAmandasteppedout

holdingaglassofwine....

Amanda:Soyou'regivingaboyfriendthecar?Do

youknowwhatmendogaobechakakoloi?

Linda:Don'ttellme...Iknowallthepossibilitiesbut

I'llneverknowwhereMmogofallsuntilIgivehim a

chance.Iappreciateyougivingmetipsbuttrytoning

them down.Sometimescomplimentme.

Amanda:(smiled)Likehowmuchyou'regaining

weight?Yourbuttisliterallyshaking
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Lindasmiledandturnedaroundtwerkingalittle,they

laughedoutloudandclappedbeforewalkinginthe

house.Lindagotthewineglassandsatdown.

Linda:Iheardaboutmagadifrom theministers

family...Ican'twaitforthiswedding.Alltheserious

peoplewillbethere...Everyonewhothoughtiwasn't

thetypetosettledownwillseemewithmy

bull...kanaraatshwanelanaleMmogo.I'llbewalking

handinhandwithsbebeza!

Amanda:(laughed)Istillcan'tbelieveLeruosenthis

parentswithouttellingme...AnywaysisawBatsile

atthemallearlier...helookedbad,likesuperbroke...

Ievencried.Icouldn'tholdmytears...Hedoesn't

evenhaveacar...Imaginebeingbroketothelevelof

nothavingacarwhenyouwereonceadirector.

Linda:Ifimetaguywhosacrificedallhisrichesto

savemylifeI'dneverleavehim.Amaneislucky..

Amanda:(laughed)Sheisnot...Justlisten...Waitsei

wantedkarmabutshem thisisoneistoomuch...i

feelsorryforherbecauseiknowwhatisgoingtodo
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toher.Nowpeoplearegoingtoseehergocrazy.He

sayshecheatedwiththatgirlbeautifulgirl...Gale

KoreatheonewholikesflirtingwithLeruo..Hegot

herpregnantbehindAmane'sbackandshedoesn't

know.Ievenadvisedhim totellher....

Linda:IthoughtsheisdatingRetsile

Amanda:No,askMmogoifhisbrotherisstilldating

thegirl.Amaneisgoingtogocrazy,iseeherburning

thingsanddestroyingeverything.Kegoneatsileng

gobonagorenekesaitire..

Linda:Amaneisnotlikethat,herbehaviouris

predictableonlyBatsiledoesn'tknowher.Ifheknew

hewouldhavejusttoldherthetruth.

Amanda:Predictablewhenyourmanhasachildwith

anotherwoman?Awomanyoubeenclosetolikea

sister?Kanahersituationisexactlylikemine.Idon't

evenwanttolaughbecauseifeelsorryforher.

Linda:Peoplearedifferent,yessomewomengo

crazyandburnpeople'scars,harasstheirex

boyfriend'smothersandcurseattheeldersoreven

goasfarasfakingDNAresultsbutotherpeople
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reactdifferently.

Amanda:You'restartingakere?

Linda:Noyou'restarting,youcan'tassumetheworst

aboutherjustbecausethat'showyoubehaved.

Peoplearedifferent.Ipersonallywouldn'tburn

propertyorbeatsomeoneforcheating.

Amanda:ButI'm surethisoneisgoingtobreakher,

sheisgoingstraighttoFacebookwiththis.Wewill

beseeingherpostsasanonymousonFacebook

pagesseekingforadvicekanabomarriedwomen

areallmiserable.I'm evenscaredtogoonwiththis

marriagethingbecauseiknowLeruowillchange.

Linda:Don'teventhinkaboutbailingoutonLeruo

becauseyouthinkAmanewilldumpBatsile.Trust

menowomanwillleaveamanthatlostsomuchto

saveherlife.Youtendtoreachacertainlevelof

unconditionallove.I'm sureAmanetrustshim with

herlife,sexkesex...It'sjustlikemoney,it's

temporaryanditdoesn'tdefinelove.

Amanda:Iusedtothinklikethat,Mmogoisonly

sweetbecauseheisbroke.Waituntilhegetsrich.
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YoucanonlybesurewithaguylikeLeruobecause

hehasmoneybuteventhenistilldon'ttrusthim.All

myexboyfriendscheatedonme.

Linda:Iknowmajorityofmencheatbutnotall,some

don't.Difedidn'tcheatonyou.Youjustdumpedhim

inthemostcruelway

Amanda:Difedoesn'tcountasaman,I'm talking

aboutmenthatwomenactuallylike...

Linda:Mmekanaheishappilymarried,gongwele

wenantseojewakekarmayagosotaDife.

Amanda:ThisisnotaboutDife,heforgavemeand

nowwetalk.

Linda:Difeforgiveseveryoneheisevenfriendswith

Batsile.

Amanda:Thepointiwastryingtomakehereis

Amaneisgoingtoneedoursupport.Iusedtobe

bitterbutnowthatiknowwhat'scomingherwayi

feellikeweneedtobethere...Butican'tjustcallher

soyouhavetoconnectus.IfBatsiledoesn'twantto

tellherwehavetotellher.It'sonlyfair
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Linda:We?EiI'm busywithMmogo,keajewatota

akenanakoyaditaba.I'llcallherjusttocheckon

herbutdefinitelynottotellheranything.

Amanda:IfMmogowashidingsomethingfrom you

wouldn'tyouwanttoknow?Shedeservestoknow

thetruth.You'resupposedtobeyoursister'skeeper.

BesidesitrustBatmantotellher,sheisprobably

goingthroughalot.Iknowhowdifficultit'sgoingto

beforherandwehavetobethere.

Linda:Fine,I'llcallherthenwecancheckonher

tomorrow.

Amanda:Callhernow,I'm curious.Iknowshewill

feelguiltyforwhatshedidandshewillfeelthe

samepain....Iknow,butshedoesn'thavetobe

alone.IwassurprisedBatsileapologisedfrom the

bottom ofhisheart,iknowshewillapologisetoo

whenshefeelsthatdeeppainandI'm willingto

forgiveandmoveon.Sheisgoingtoneedusduring

thedivorceandallthat...Let'sreunite

LindadialedAmane..
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Diva:Hello?Amaneisdoingsomethingshewillcall

youback.

Linda:Hi,ohok..IsthisDiva?

Diva:Yeah,howareyou?

Linda:I'm good

Diva:Bye

ShehungupandturnedlookingatAmanda...

Linda:Sheisbusy,she'llcallback(smiled)So...

Whenisthewedding?I'm thebestladyright?

Amanda:Ihaven'tdecidedyet...Ithinkit'stoosoon

butI'm thinkingaboutit.

Linda:Toosoon?

Amanda:(smiled)I'llgiveyouthedate...

Linda:Ihavegownsuggestions
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Shetookoutherphoneandshowedher...

AtKanako'sHouse...

BatsileandBasisteppedoutofthecarandwalked

towardsthedoor,Batsilenoticedaplasticbottle

lyingonthegroundandpresseditwithhisfeetthen

hejumpedupasitifwasaball,heturnedaround

kneeditbeforetappingitsidetosidewitheachof

hisfeet,helostbalanceandkickeditupasBasi

laughedstaggeringbackandtappeditwithhisknee

andinnerfoot,Kanakosteppedoutshirtlesswith

Bame,thebottleflewoverBatsile'shead,Kanakoran

overandtappeditbeforeitcouldfall,hekickedit

towardsBameandtheysmiledwatching,Bame

missedandthebottlefelldownastheylaughed...

Basi:Bonya!BonyaBame!Tooslow

Theylaughedandwalkedinwhereacoupleofbeers
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wereonthetable,Batsilepickedtheotherbottle

whileBasigotanotherthentheysatonthecouch

lookingatthegame...

Kanako:Guysthereissomethingibeenwantingto

tellyou...MonthsbackwhenitookthebabytoGabs

ifoundJunewithanotherman.

Theguysstoppedsippingandturnedlookingathim,

BatsilecoughedandmutedtheTVlookingathim...

Batsile:Monthsago?

Kanako:Yeah,

Basi:Whatdidyoudo?

Kanako:Nothing

Bame:Olestubbornjaana?

Kanako:It'seasiertosayifthishappensI'lldo123

butwhenthethingactuallyhappensyou'rejust

shockedandnumb.Istillhaven'taskedheranything
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butshedisgustsme...Shearrivedtodayand....

(sighed)I'm tiredofsleepingonthecouchevery

timesheisheresoI'llbesleepingatacolleague's

house.

Batsile:Don'tcheat,trustmeitwon'tendwell.

Kanako:I'm notcheating,I'm justbored...Wantena

andI'm notattractedtoheranymore.Idon'tknow

aboutlovebutiknowshedon'tturnmeonanymore..

Atthesametimeidon'twantmysontomissouton

aperfectfamilyexperience.

Basi:Thisisdeep..

Bame:Youneedtotalkbecauseyou'llkillherifyou

keepthisinsideyou.Isuggestyoustayhomeand

tellhereverythingyouwanthertoknow

Batsile:ButI'm proudofyoufornotlosingyour

temper.

Kanako:Yeah,ineverthoughticouldreactlikethat

butidon'tseemyselfeverwantingher.MaybeI'm

stillangrybutlesexkeshapo.Sheevenhasadildo

soI'm suresheisnotstarving.
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Basi:Youneedtotalktoher

Bame:DidyoutellAmanewena?

Batsile:Yeah,(smiled)weagreedtokeepthisprivate

sodon'ttellanyone..let'sjustkeepitamongstusand

Bree.

Bame:Sosheforgaveyou?Thateasy?

Batsile:Yes,sheforgaveme...

Bame:Sheisgoingtopunishyoufirst,trustme.I

knowwomen...Yousweatforthatforgiveness.

Batsile:Iknowshemightpunishmehard,butwhen

Amaneforgivessheforgivesandneverbringsitup

evenwhenweargue.Mmegapeican'tignorethat

thistimeifuckedupbigtime.Iknowihavetoprove

myselfandI'm readymmelepunishmentkee

emetsethoughI'llbesleepingwithoneeyefora

monthjustincase.

Theycrackedlaughingashisphonerangthenhe

picked.
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Batsile:Hello?

Summer:Hi,weareatthehospital.Breehadthe

baby,itsaboy.

Batsile:Ok,mphekebuelebabe,whereisshe?

Summer:(laughed)Babeisinside,wejustgothere

wehadtobuyotherthings.Breedidn'tbuyanything

forthebaby

Batsile:Ok

Summer:Shap.

Hehungupandlookedattheguys...

Batsile:It'saboy,thatwasSummer.

Basi:Sheisatthehospital?IthoughtsheisatDiva's

house.

Batsile:Ithinkthey'reatthehospital.IheardDiva's

voiceinthebackground..

Kanako:Juneaskayakoootaarutababangwe
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bofebe!{Junebetterstophangingaroundthese

ladiesbeforesheteachesthem herpromiscuous

behaviour}

Theguyslookedathisbitterfaceandcracked

laughingastheydrunkbeer.

Atthehospital....

Thenursereleasedthewheellockspreparingto

pushBreetoherroom whilesheheldthebabyon

herside...

Amanelookedatherasthenursepushedherout

thensheturnedtothedoctor.

Amane:Ithinkshehaspost-nataldepression,itsnot

safetoleaveherwiththebaby.

Doctor:Sheseemsfineaccordingtomyobservation
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Amane:Shetriedtokillherbaby,iliterallypickedthe

babyfrom hisdeath.Can'tsheseeapsychiatric

nurseorsomething?

Doctor:Youworrytoomuch..SheisOK.

Amane:Ok,thankyou...

ShewalkedoutandfollowedthenursetoBree's

room,thenurseparkedherbedproperlyandlocked

itswheelsbeforeleaving.

BreetookadeepbreathlookingatAmaneand

smiledtearfully.

Bree:I'm sorry

Amane:for?

Bree:Forsleepingwithyourhusband,ididn'tknow

youbut...

Amane:It'sOK...Irespectthatitstopped.You're

goingthroughalotandifyoufeelthestressistoo
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muchletmeknow.

Bree:Iwon'tkillhim

Amane:Ok...

Bree:Idon'twantthingstochange...Idon'twantto

loseyou...Iam scaredbecauseihavenoone.

Amane:I'm hurttoo,soI'llneedalittletimetoget

usedtothis,getadvicefrom peopleItrustand

counsellingbutipromisebotsetsiketaabogobaya.

I'm justshocked...I'llneedtimetowrapmyhead

aroundthis.

Bree:Ok,thankyoufortoday.Thanktheladiesfor

me,iliketheclothes.Youallboughtmysonnice

clothes,

Amane:You'rewelcome

Bree:Don'tforgettotellDivaisaidthankstoo.

Amane:Ok,getsomesleep..

Shelookedatthebabyandtouchedhistinyhand

thenshewalkedout...
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Ontheparkinglot....

Amanewalkedoutofthebuildingheadingtothe

parkinglotastearsfilledhereyes,soitwasreal...

Batsilereallydidchoosetogorawonthisgirland

cameinsideher.Sheapproachedtheladiesasthey

stoodoutsidethecartalking,shetookabout3steps

andstoppedleaningoverholdingherkneescrying...

Theladieswalkedoverandhelpedherupandgave

herahugasshebrokedowncrying.

Amane:Thisissoembarrassing....Ifeellikeawife

from the1960's...ButIlovehim andIcan'tleavehim.

Iknowhelovesmetoo...Thatiknowbutidon't

understandthismistake...Idon'twanttoleave,not

evenalittle.

Diva:Thendon't,ifyourheartsaysstaythenstay.

June:(rubbedhertears)Don'tforceyourself,if
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you'renotreadyyou'renot,gagobatemothoa

tsamayaagadima.

Summer:(holdingAmane'sleglookingup)Iwon'tlie

nnankabetsaBree...I'llevenbeatBatsilebutyou're

youandisupportyou.

Diva:Stopgivingherideas,Amaneyou'refinethe

wayyou'reanddon'tfeelbadforbeingforgiving.

Summer:I'llneverlikethisBreegirl!

Amane:(smiledtearfully)Wenakana.Guysdropme

offfirst,I'm exhausted.

Diva:Ok

TheygotinthecarandclosedthedoorthenDiva

droveoff....

Atthemainhouse...

Amanesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenshe

smiledandwavedattheladies...
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Summer:(winkedandwhispered) Callmeifyou

wantustomurderBree

Amanesmiledandlaughed....

Diva:Ignorethisone,shehasmurderertendencies.

I'lldropthekidslater

June:Getsomerest

Amane:Thanks,byeguys

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedinthegatethenshe

pausedandturnedback...

Amane:Forthesakeofhisreputationandfuture

businesspartnershipcanwekeepthisprivate?

Theyallsmiledandzippedtheirlips,shesmiledand
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walkedinthehouse...Whatadayshetookoffher

shoesandsatdownsighing...

Sheleanedbackonthecouchanddozedoff,

minuteslateraknockwokeherupthenshewalked

tothedoorandopenedlookingatLindaand

Amanda...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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Atthemainhouse...

Amane:(smiled)Hi...

Linda:Hey...

Amanda:Hi

Amane:Comein...

Sheturnedaroundandtiedherhairintoaponytailas

theywalkedin,thesisterssatonthecouchwhile

Amanepickedthechildren'stoysandthrewthem on

thetoybasket.

Linda:Thehouseisquiet,wherearethechildren?

Amane:They'reatDiva'shouse.
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AmanesatdownandlookedatAmanda,itseemed

ratheroddthatshe'djustcometoherhousewhen

theyhaven'ttalkedforsolong...Didithaveanything

todowithBatsile'smess?

Amandareachedforthecouchcushionandputiton

herlap,guiltstruckherasshelookedather

sister...wasshereallyabouttoenjoythelookonher

facewhenshefindsoutherhusbandcheated?This

wasthepainthatshecarriedforyears,thepainshe

stillwakesuptonightandknowinghowweak

Amaneismadeevenworse...Apartofherstillcared

youknow...Butthensheneededatasteofherown

medicinetoreallyunderstandwhatshedid.

TherewasanawkwardmomentasLindasighedand

lookedaround...

Linda:Ican'tbelieveI'm nowforcingyoutwoto

interactwhenthetwoofyouusedtobeclose.

AmandaiknowwecameheretotellAmane
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somethingbutialsohaveareasonwhyiagreed..

Amanda:Whatdoyoumean?

Amane:Whatareyoutotellme?

Linda:Howlongareyoutwogoingtostaywithout

talkingtooneanotherallbecauseofaman?You're

bothpracticallymarriedsothereisnoneedforall

thisawkwardness

Amane:(smiled)Sheisgettingmarried?

Amanda:Yeah,Leruowantstopaymagadi.

Amane:(smiled)OhmyGodcongratulations..

Shestoodupandtheyhuggedsmiling,Amane

leanedbackandsmiledlookingatherimaginingher

asabride...

Amane:You'regoingtobeabeautifulbride...Iknow

mamawon'tinvitemetopatobutI'llbetherehelping

around.

Amanda:(smiled)Thanks...
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TheysatdownasAmanesighedleaningback...

Amane:Patokeleng?

Amanda:Myfatherhasn'tgivenmeadatebut

tomorrowalltheeldersaremeetingsotheycan

respondtoLeruo'sfamily.

Amane:That'sgoodnews..

Linda:Canwetrytomakeup?Amandaisthere

anythingyouwantAmanetoknow?Amaneisthere

anythingyoufeelAmandamustknowforustoput

thepastbehindusandmoveon?Wearetruesisters

laitsetota?Banabamotho...Mmegareclose,we

arestrangers..

Amane:Ihavenoproblem withAmanda,iavoidher

becausesheuseseveryopportunitytohurtme,at

firstIunderstoodherpain...Iknewshewashurtand

ifollowedheraroundtryingtomakethisworkbuti

realisedthatthisrelationshipisbrokenbeyond

repairsoisteppedback.Shecontinuedharassing
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meonfacebookandembarrassingmebutshe

knowsihaven'trespondedtoher,gakeangalaijust

chosepeace.

Amanda:Iharassedyoubecauseifeltlikeyou

underestimatedthepainyoucausedme,youtwo

justmovedonlikeitwasnothing.Idealtwithso

much...kidsbeinghis-

Amane:fakingresults.

Amanda:Idealtwithyoutwowantingtobetogether

andgettingmarriedlikeiwasjustanobstaclein

yourlives.

Amane:Youaddedyourselftothelistofour

relationshipobstacleswhenyoudecidedtodatehim

evenaftericomplainedaboutit.Youhadthestrong

voiceandmoneypoweratthetime.Icametoyour

housebecauseiwasrunningawayfrom Batsile

possiblybeatingmeforfoodpoisoning,wewere

fightingandigottemptedbyDife...withindaysyou

corneredBatsileommatamaratoknowingverywell

hewasstressedaboutmeandDife.Youfounda

poorcoupleandusedyourmoneyandcartoslide
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rightin.EitherwayI'm sorryforthepainicausedyou,

ireallyam.Iwishyoucouldseeinsidemyhearthow

Iwishthiscouldhavebeenprevented.Mybiggest

mistakewastoruntoyourhouse,Ishouldhaveran

homethenyouwouldn'thavesalivatedoverBatsile

andhitonhim....Totakebannabalekaebabaka

gananggababatiwa?Monnawamegasetshipi,he

gottemptedbyyoujustlikeigottemptedbyDifebut

likeisaidIam sorryyougothurt,howeveriam not

sorryitookbackmyexeoyonelekankilahela.Iam

sorryyouwerecaughtinthemiddleofthisbuti

don'tregretforgivingandtakingbackBatsile,some

ex'sdothat...Ididn'tjustmeetyourboyfriendand

seducehim.IfyoudumpLeruonowthenidecideto

sleepwithhim whenyoulaterondecidetotakehim

backyou'renotwrong.Anypersonwithcommon

sensewouldknowsomeex'sgetbacktogether

henceyoudon'tsleepwithyoursister'sexs...

BOUNDARIESPREVENTCONFLICTS!Butthis

doesn'texcusemybehaviourno,Iwentaboutitthe

wrongwaybynottellingyou.Iapologisefor

sneakingaroundbehindyourback.Ishouldhave

justtoldyouthatBatsilewantsmeandiwanthim
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back.Idon'twanttolistwhatI'm sorryforcause

thenthisconversationwillneverend,you'llbring

anotherpointandsaysothisorthat.

Amanda:Iunderstandyou...Iknowwhereiwent

wrongbutitwasthepainofbetrayalforme...How

youwentabouttakingbackyour"ex"andleavingme

heart-brokenomotsholelabanarightundermynose.

Amane:Iagreewithyou....Isaidiwentaboutitthe

wrongway.Amandawillyoupleaseforgivemefor

sneakingaroundandlyingtoyou?

Shesighedlookingawayandshookherheadthen

shelookedbackatAmane...

Amanda:Iforgiveyou.Thepainnevergoesawaybut

ithinkI'm finenow.Onedayyou'llunderstandwhat

I'm talkingabout,butiforgiveyou.

Linda:Isthereanythingyouhavetoapologisefor

wenaAmanda?

Amanda:Igotcheated..
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Linda:Youintentionallyseducedyoursister'sex,ex

helaeneeitsiwekogaboAmane.Someoneshe

stayedwith...Thatwaswrong.

Amanda:IfIwaswrongiapologise

Amane:(smiled)"If"ok.(sighed)Iforgiveyounnaka.

Amanestoodupandspreadherarmsforahug,

Amandastoodupandhuggedherbriefly.

Linda:No,that'snotenough.Huguntilisayhoo.

Theyfakedsmilesandhuggedtense,Amanetooka

deepbreathhuggingherlittlesisterandrelaxed,now

thatshewasthinkingaboutit...Itmusthavebeen

horribleforAmanda.Tearsfilledhereyesandshe

blinkedthem away...

AmandatookadeepbreathstillhuggingAmane,she

didn'tevenrememberthelasttimetheyhuggedlike
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this,stillholdinghershebrokedowncryingoutloud

ashertearswetAmane'sTshirt.Amanebrokedown

cryingstillholding...

Amane:I'm sorry...

Amanda:Ishouldn'thaveapproachedhim inthefirst

place,I'velearntmylesson.

Shesteppedbackrubbinghertearslookingat

Amane..

Amanda:I'm goingtoteachmydaughterstonever

dateoneanother'sexsbecauseiwouldn'twant

them toenduplikeus.

Amane:Metoo,OreneileandLelentlewillknow

aboutthatevenboystoo.

Theysatdownrubbingtheireyes.
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Linda:Thereissomethingelsewecametotellyou..

AmandafrownedtryingtostopherthenLinda

pausedconfused..

Amane:What?Whatisit?

Linda:BuaAmanda

Amanda:Iwantyourkidstobepartoftheflower

girlsatmywedding...Theboystoo

Amane:Ofcoursetheywillbethere...Ifyouhave

extraswehaveacompletefootballteam.

TheylaughedasLindalookedatAmandaconfused..

Amane:Thereissomethingelse..

Amanda:ImetBatsileatthemalltodayandhe

seemedreallydepressed,heendeduptellingmehe

sleptwithBreeandsheiscarryinghischild.I'm not
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sureifhetoldyoubutithoughtyoumightneedto

knowsinceyouandBreearesoclose.

Amane:Iknow....Thanksfortellingme...Ifhewas

planningtokeepitasecretnkabeonkitshitsemo

bothoding....shedeliveredaboytoday,hisnameis

Thata.

Therewassilence...

Linda:Soyoualreadyknew?

Amane:Nohetoldmetoday...

Amanda:Soyou'refinewithit?

Amane:Whowouldbefinefindingoutherhusband

cheated?(sighed)I'm heart-brokenandI'm

embarrassedformyselfandforhim becauseiknow

hedidn'twantababy,hewantedsex.I'm notmaking

excusesforhim butI'llgivehim apassonthisone,

hismistakedoesn'tcancelallthegoodhedid.He

gotsavedbyhisgoodrecord,hewascheatingfor

thefirsttimesoI'llletitslide.
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Amanda:Shouldn'tyoubecrying?

Amane:(smiled)Iam crying,icriedatthehospital

andithinkI'llcontinuetocry,maybeI'm not

surprised...Iknewhecheatedthesamedayhe

cheated.Thesethingsyoujustknow,wewentfor

counsellingandhecouldn'tjustcomeupandadmit...

Kabannakebathobagolatolalehabatshwerei

knewhe'dstopbecausewaitsegorekeaitse.

Amanda:Youcan'tjustbeok...

Linda:I'm soshockedthatyouknowandyou'renot

breakingdown,ifitwasmeiwouldhavekickedthat

babyandthrewitdowntheflat.

Amanda:(laughed)NnankabekefakilediDNAgore

askannangwanawagaBatsile

Amane:(smiled)Gaoyakekana

Theylaughedoutloudasthedooropened,Batsile

walkedinandpausedforasecondbeforewalking

in...
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Batsile:Goodevening

Both:Hi..

HestoodbehindAmane'scouchandleanedover,

Amaneleanedbacklookingupathim thenhekissed

herandstraightenedhisback..

Amane:Yourfoodisinthemicrowave.

Batsile:Ok

ThechildrenwalkedinmakingnoisewhileChase

carriedLelentlewhowas"sleeping"..

Amane:Moisekoboloaongmyboy..

Lelentlesliddownandlaughedathermother...

Lelentle:YouthoughtIwassleeping!
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Theyalllaughed...

Amane:Mxm,don'tplaylikethat!

Chasewalkedoverandleanedovergreeting

AmandaandLindawiththenhissiblingsfollowed

andgreetedtheelderswithahandshake...

Amandasmiledlookingatallthechildren,shehad

notmettheyoungestandtheywerejustcopiesof

theirolderbrotherandsister.

Amane:Didyouguysbath?

Chase:Yes,weateandbathed

Amane:Ok,brushyourteethandgotobed...

Thechildrenrantothebedroom whileLelentlegot
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onhermother'slap.

Amanda:Waitseiwantboysnow,Ilikehowyou

spaced.Lanthaitseemedlikewathataganyabut

nowithinkchildrenhavingsiblingsisthebestthing

everespeciallyifthey'reraisedtogether.

Amane:NnammaiwantedlotsofchildrensoIcan

haveafamilyakereIwasalonelychild.

Linda:Lerentshadipelo...Mybiologicalclockis

ticking.Idon'twanttohavedifficultiesfalling

pregnantbutresearchsaysifyouwaittoolongit

becomesharder.

Amanda:atleastnowyouhaveaman,nnakebata

diboystsagaLeruo..Bathogobosigo.Ihavetogo,

maybethegirlsaretroublingpapa.

TheystoodupandwalkedoutwhileAmanecarried

Lelentle...

Amane:Thanksforvisiting,andpleasekeep
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Batsile'sbusinessprivate.Wearenotreadytotell

everyoneyet.Wewanttodealwithitprivatelybefore

tellinganyone.

Linda:Sure

Amanda:Noproblem....I'm gladicame...Imissed

you.IknowwewillneverhavewhatwehadbutI'm

hopingforatleasthalfofit.

Theyleanedoverforabriefhugandleanedback...

Linda:Goodnight

Amane:Goodnight.

Amanda:Lelentlelikesmamahey

Amane:Ifonlysheknewsheisnolongerthelast

bornnkabeaemisabonyana.

Theylaughedandparted,AmaneputLelentleinthe

bathroom andhelpedherbrushherteeththenshe

putthekidstosleepandswitchedofftheirlights.
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Shewalkedinthebedroom whereBatsilewassitting

ontheedgeholdinganemptyplate.

Amane:(shegottheplate)SoyoutoldAmanda?

Hestoodupandfollowedhertothekitchen...

Batsile:Itjustslippedout,ievenforgotitoldher.

Wassheheretotellyou?

Amane:Notreally,wellidon'tknowifshecamehere

totellmeorshejustwantedustomakeup.

Batsile:Isee...

Helookedatherasshewashedtheplateandhung

itontheholderthenshewipedherhandswiththe

kitchencloth.Hesteppedoverandpulledherchin

upforakiss,hekissedherandslippedhishand

underneathherskirtandintoherpanties.Still
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standinginthekitchenhekissedherandflickedher

assheclosedherlegs....

Amanebreathedheavilyashekissedherneck,was

thisthewayhekissedherthatnight?Didhegive

womendifferentstrokesorwasitthesamestrokes?

Nowshewasmorecuriousthaneverbefore,he

steppedbackandswitchedoffthekitchenlights

thenhekissedherunzippinghisjeans,hepulledher

pantiestothesideandfilledherupassheflinched

asmoaneddownhisneck...Ohfuck!Nowthisis

whatturnswomenintoenemies...Hepulledherchin

upandkissedwhilepushinghimselfinsideher

interruptingherbreathing....

*

*

Heslowlypulledoutandfixedherpantiesbefore

shecouldleak.Hepulleddownherskirtandfixed
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hernicelybeforewalkingawayleavingherinthe

dark.

Shetookadeepbreathstillstandingthereasher

kukuthrobbed,shewalkedoutashiswarm semen

filledherpanties,shejoinedhim intheshowerand

putonashowercapthenhestretchedhishandand

gother.Hehuggedherunderthewaterandkissed

herneckthenhepulleddownherpantiesasthey

pushedthem downwithherfeet...

AtKanako'sHouse...

MeanwhileonthesamenightJunegotoutofbed

andwalkedinthelivingroom whereKanakowas

lyingonthecouchasleep...

Shequietlykneltbesidesthecouchandslidher

handunderthesheetsmassaginghisdick,Kanako

openedhiseyesandfrownedlookingather.He
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pulledherhandoutofhisshortsandputacushion

overhimself...

Kanako:Whatdowant?

June:Iwantyou...Please...

Kanako:Ihaveaheadache.

June:I'lldoeverything...I'm reallysensitivedown

there..

Sheleanedoverandkissedhim,hisboxerspicked

asshekissedhim andrubbedhischest,shegently

twistedhisnippleandslidherhanddownhisboxer...

Kanako:(voicetrailedoff)Stop....Uhhh...

Shepusheddownhisboxersthenheleanedover

andsucked,hegruntedlosingthatpower...Butfuck

no,hestoodupandbithislowerliplookingdownat

herasshekneltbeforehim...
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Heliftedhisvestlookingatherassheworkedonit,

angerrushedthroughhisbloodashelookedather

thenhecuppedherheadaiminginhermouthwhile

sheheldhisthighstolimithisdepth...

Kanako:Letgoofmythighs....Don'ttouchme,put

yourhandsbetweenyourthighs...

Herheartskippedasshelookedupathim withher

handsbetweenherthighswhilesheknelt...

Kanako:Openyourmouth...

Sheopenedhermouththenhepulledherheadover

andpushedhimselfherthroat,shepassedgasand

flinchedgrabbinghisthighs,hepushedherhands

awayand#Removed...

*
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AtLinda'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmandadrovethroughthegateas

Linda'sphonerang...

Amanda:Mmogoarenggape,thisguysounds

controlling,whydoeshealwayswanttobewithyou?

Linda:Itoldyoutostopwiththenegativity.Just

becauselaboranawenaleLeruodoesn'tmeanits

thesamewithothercouples.

Amanda:Whatmakesyouthinkweboreeachother?

Linda:Becauseyouthinkifpeoplealwayswanttobe

togetherthey'recontrolling..Letmepick..(softly)

Heybabe

Mmogo:Ihaveaheadache.
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Linda:(laughed)You'resuchababy..

Mmogo:(laughed)I'm serious,comeputyourhand

onmyforehead

Linda:(laughed)Lebakonte...

Shehungupblushingatthescreenthenthehouse

curtainsmoved,Amandastoppedthecarand

sighed...

Amanda:Idon'tbuythatI'm fineactAmaneis

pulling.Thisissolikehertoalwayswanttoprove

sheisbetterthanotherwomen...Didyouseehim

kissherlikenothinghappened?They'resofake

Linda:Wellidon'tseewhyshe'dactbesidesshedid

saysheishurt,sheisjustnotcryinginfrontof

you....gapehelaanysanepersonwouldexpecttheir

partnertogettemptediftheywereunabletosexfor

overayear,let'sberealistic.Sheexpecteditandit

lookslikesheknew,maybeshedidn'tknowwith

whom butsheexpectedit.
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Amanda:Thewaysheaskedustokeepthisasecret

sheisplanningtostaywithhim.Sheissupposedto

walkawayfrom allthese.Imeanifthisismarriage

thenidon'tknow,I'm justshockedthatshe'dstillbe

allowinghim tokissherlikethat...They'reactingas

ifthey'rehappyeventheirchildrendon'tknowwhat's

goingon.

Linda:It'sbetweenhim andher,thechildrendon't

needtoknow.

Amanda:I'm soshocked,ididn'twanttosaymuch

togagotwekebitterbutwow...Thewaysheasked

ustokeepthisasecretIwouldn'tbesurprisedifshe

isn'tplanningtotakecareofhisbaby.I'venever

seenadesperatewomanlikeher...Yougetcheated

andstillsmilelikenothinghappened...Amaneis

actinglikearetardedperson...

Mmogoopenedthehouseandstoodatthedoor

leaningagainstthedoorframewaitingforLinda...

Amanda:AkoMmogoaemepelesantserebua,this
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guyisclingy.

Linda:Uhwenaorayakereetsawenaobuanna

kesabuesepe.Nnakeatsamayakethwaagaletse

dick

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

Linda:Seeyoutomorrow,updatemekapato!Check

outthepicturesisenttsadibridesmaid.

Amanda:Ok,weshouldcheckonAmanetomorrow.

Iwanttoseethisgirlproperly...Nowomanwouldbe

OKaftersomethinglikethis...Kemakaditsweke

kissele...KooreBatsilecheatsandhisbabyistaken

careofibilehegetsrewardedwithakissnotevena

slaporpackingyourthingstogo,evendivorceor

somethingtoshowyou'reastrongindependent

woman.Thisgirlkanagorayaorapedisa

accommodationbecauseshecan'taffordtopay

evenoneroom.Ifshethinksshewillsurvivethisshe

won't.Sheisgoingtoburstlikeaballoon.
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Linda:Whydon'tyouwanttobelievesheisangry

withhim thoughsheisnotbreakingthingsor

insultingpeople?Evenifshebeatshim,what

differencewoulditmake?

Amanda:Amaneisabadexampleforyounggirls,

thisiswhatwearepreachingagainst...Sheisbeing

abusedandshecan'tseeit.I'm shockedbytheway

shejustgothiskissasenagotisangwanamo

lwapeng.

Linda:(turnedblushingatMmogoandbackather)I

havetogomothoonkemetsehalebatingareo

nthwaagaletse...AboutAmane,einnagakeanyalwa

mothowamodimosoidon'tknowwhattheydoin

situationslikethis.Ipersonallywouldn'taccepta

childlikethatundernocircumstancesbutiwouldn't

judgeanyonewhodoesespeciallyinhersituation.

Batsilestuckwiththatgirlandfoughtforher.Helost

millionstosaveherlifesoeymaybeI'm stupidtoo

butI'dbeangryandforgiveespeciallywhenpeople

arenotsleepingtogether.KanaBreewatengonnaa

setseAmanemoragonkarekemmagwe...
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Amanda:That'sthething,theymadeherlookstupid.

Howcanshenotbeoffended,Breeliedtoher..

Ngwananyanayolekanaoratabannagoresheis

goingtosortoutAmaneifshekeepsherclose.Re

tilegojashow.Ican'twaituntilthedayshestays

homewiththekidswhileBatsileisoutenjoyingthe

teenager.

Linda:Itwillbehisloss...Heimmagoodnight...I

havetogo..

Lindawalkedbackwardsastheytalked...

Linda:Checkthegownsisentyou...Ievensentones

fortheflowergirls.

Mmogowalkedfrom behindherandhuggedher

thenheturnedheraroundandhuggedherasthey

stoodinfrontofthehouse.Hepickedherchubby

assupandwalkedinthehousecarryingher...
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Mmogo:Didn'tseemygirlforhours...Itfeelslikea

year...

Hesteppedinandkissedherstillcarryingherthen

heclosedthedoorwithhisfoot.

StillonthatBree'sbabyissueAmandaclappedin

disbeliefanddroveoff...Thiswasshocking,what

womantoleratesthiskindofbehaviour...Getting

cheatedandjustsmiling...Thenaskingpeopleto

keepitasecret?Wow...Herphonerang...

Amanda:Hello?

Leruo:Gakearabiwegotwehello,answerme

correctly

Hehungupandcalledagainasshelaughedand

picked...
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Amanda:(smiled)Babe

Leruo:Heybabe,whereareyou?Imissyou

Amanda:I'm onmywaytocollectthechildrenfrom

myfather'shousethenI'm comingover.

Leruo:Perfect,drivesafely

Amanda:Willdo..

Shehungupanddroveoff,minuteslatershe

stoppedatthetrafficlightsandthoughtabout

Amaneagain.....unbelievable!Sheclappedoncein

disbeliefandshookherhead..

Minuteslatersheparkedoutsideherfather'shouse

andpausedthoughtfullystaringatthespacethen

sheclappedindisbeliefagainandsteppedoutofthe

car.

Shewalkedtowardsthedoorandknockedthenshe

steppedbackandclappedindisbeliefbefore
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walkingin...

Atthemainhouse....

ThenextdayearlyinthemorningBatsileturnedand

puthisarm overAmaneexceptshewasn'tthere,he

turnedaroundlookingattheemptyroom thenheput

onhisshortsandwalkedtowardsthebathroom.He

stoppedatthedoorandclenchedhisjawsasshe

criedandblewhernoseinside...

Hewalkedbacktothebedroom notsurewhattodo,

hesatontheedgeofthebedforabout5minutes

thenhegothisphoneanddialedBasi-thenhehung

upbeforeitcouldring.Hehadtodothisonhisown...

Heputthephonedownandsatthereforafewmore

minutespoppinghisknucklesthenheputonhis

vestandwalkedover...
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Heslowlyopenedthedoorandstoodtherelooking

athersittingnudeintheemptytubholdingatissue.

Shelookedupathim withswolleneyesandherlips

trembled,heclosedthedoorandsteppedinthetub

thenhesatbehindherandhuggedherasshecried

withablockednose.Hepulleduphisvestandput

herheadinsidethenheputeachofherarmsasthey

bothworeitsittinginthetub...

Batsile:Ican'tchangethepast...Buticanchange

everythinginthefuture.Iwascarelessandiknow

oncethisgetsoutyou'llgetallthebulletsfrom the

community..

Shebrokedowncryingevenmoreasheheldher

from behindandkissedhercheek...

Batsile:Iwishicouldshieldyouanyhowpossible...I

knowthekindofembarrassmentI'vebroughtforyou.

Iknowidestroyedyourdignity.Iwilldomybestto

makethiswholeadjustmentcomfortable...Idon't
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thinkyou'retherightpersontohelpBreewiththe

baby...It'stoosoon...

Amane:(blockednose)Ifidon'thelpwagothuswa

kemangespeciallybecausewestayinthesame

yard?

Batsile:Iwantustomoveout,wecanafforda3

bedroom house

Amane:Movingoutwillmakethingsawkward,let's

seehowitgoesherefirst.Ifican'thandleit.I'lllet

youknow.

Batsile:Pleasedon'tfeelcompelledtodoallthese,

youdon'toweanyoneanything...Ihopeyoudon't

suppressyourfeelingsbecauseyouthinkyouowe

meyourlife.

Amane:Iknow,I'm justhurtbecauseiloveyou...I'm

notevenangryI'm justhurtanddisappointed.

Hesmiledthoughtfullystillholdingherfrom behind..

Batsile:Youknowwhat?Howaboutwegocampfor
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thefirsttimeatourplot?I'llaskforafewdaysfrom

work...Ifthebosspermitsthenyoucantakeabreak

from everything..

Amane:Iwanttomakemoremoney

Batsile:(laughed)Theloveofmoneywillkillyou

Amane:(laughed)Fine,butjust3nights.

Batsile:Goodenough,so...let'sgowatchamovie

whileI'm cookingsomethingyoulike

Amane:Somethinglike?

Batsile:It'sasurprise...Let'sstandup...

TheystoodupstillinsidethesameTshirtthenthey

walkedtothesittingroom slowly...

Amane:Imaginengwanaarewagonwametsiabea

kopanaleronarentsejaana,he'drunthinkingwe

aresomekindofacreature

Batsile:(laughed)EspeciallyLosika,heikanaoboi

ngwanakekanawagonyalangwanawagamang
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TheylaughasBatsileremovedhimselffrom thevest,

itlookedlikeaminidressonherasshesatdown

andhuggedacushion.Batsilebroughtherafleece

andhandedhertheremotethenhewalkedinthe

kitchenandgotstarted...

Batsile:Tellmeifyoufindsomethinginteresting!

Amane:Ok...

Amanescrolledthroughandstoppedthensheread

outthemovieinfo.

Amane:It'scalledGrown-ups...Gatweit'safamily

comedy.

Batsile:Itsoundsnice...

Amane:Onale3minuteshurryup...
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Heputswitchedtheovenonthenhemadehera

juiceandhandedherbeforesittingnexttoher.She

drunkthenheputtheglassonthetableandlaidnext

toherastheywatched.

Batsile:Onkgakollekeskalebalaovenautwa?

Amane:Mm...

Theysilentlywatchedthemovieasheheldherinhis

armsandkissedherforehead,theycrackedlaughing

staringatthescreen.Amane'sphonerangthenshe

picked..

Amane:Hello?

Voice:Goodmorning,you'respeakingtoMr

MorapediinLetsholathebehospital.IsthisAmane

Motsumi?

Amane:(pinnedherelbowandputhim on

loudspeakerastheylookedatoneanother.Yes
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Voice:AsBritney'snextofkinwejustwantedtolet

youknowthatBritneyseemstohaveranoff,our

securityteam havesearchedthewholehospitaland

wejustwantedtoletyouknowbeforeinvolvingthe

police.

Batsile:Didshetakethebaby?

Amane:Whereisthebaby?

Voice:Sheleftthebabyonthebed.

Batsile:(angrily)Mxm yaanongngwanaomotogela

mang?GapeiwantaDNAtest..

Amane:Shh...(tothephone)Eerra.Thankyou.I'll

telltherestofthefamilywewillcomethere.

Shehungupandlookedathim...

*

*

*

*
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Atthemainhouse...

Amanehungupandsighed...

Batsile:Idon'tunderstandwhyBreewouldrunand

leaveherbabybehind,sheshouldhaveranoffwith

thebaby,nobodywouldbotherher.Whodoesshe

expecttotakecareofherbaby?

Amane:Maybethepersonwhoimpregnatedher,the

personwhodidn'tthinkofputtingonacondom

whilesleepingwithanotherwomanknowingvery

wellhe'dgobackanddemandunprotectedfrom his

wifeagain.Youhavenorighttoevenbeangryabout

thisbecauseitsyourmess.Youcouldhave

preventedallthiswithacondom...Notonlyhaveyou

cheatedonmenowihavetotakeinyourchild...I

won'tsurvivethis,you'rebreakingme.
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Hesighedcalmlyandlookedaway...

Batsile:IthinkweshoulddoaDNAtestbeforethat

childcomesinhere.Wearenotgettinghim...Hecan

stayinthehospitaluntiltheresultsareout.

Amane:It'shismother'shouse,wecan'tchasehim

awayandsayhecan'tcomehere...Evenifheturns

outnottobeyourswestillhavetotakecareofhim

becausehismotheraccommodatedus.Itscalled

gratitude.WhoisclosetoBreeenoughtotakecare

ofherchild?Legonewhatwillpeoplesayifwesay

thatchildshouldstayinthehospitalwhilewearein

hismother'shouse?That'snotfair.

Shesighedandwalkedtothebedroom pushingher

hairback...

Amane:Youknowthiswholethingstillfeelslikea

dream...It'sfunnyhowlifecanjustchangejustlike



Iam

that..

Theywalkedinthebedroom andchangedtheir

clothesthentheycheckedonthechildrenand

walkedout...

Amane:Don'tlockthedoor,wewilllockthegate.

Batsile:Ok..

AmanewalkedtothegateandwaitedwhileBatsile

droveout,sheclosedthegateandlockedupthen

shegotinthecarandtheydroveoff.

AtDiva'sHouse...

Hourslaterthenannyoffloadedthechildren's

clothesfrom thewashingmachineandputthem in

thedryingmachinethenshewalkedinthekitchen

whereBameJuniorwaswashinghisbowl...
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BJ:(smiled)Tshidiiscomingover..

Nanny:(laughed)Thattalkativeone!

BJ:Willyoudishforhim?Heissometimeshungry

becausehisgrandfatherlocksthefoodtrunk.

Nanny:Doesn'thestaywithhismom?

BJ:Hismom isdead

Nanny:Ididn'tknowthat,whendidshedie?

BJ:Idon'tknowthedaybutitsnotlong.His

grandfathersellsthefreefoodthatTshidigets.He

showedmehiscard,theonesheswipesfreefood

with.Hisgrandfatherbuysthingsfortheladywho

sellsmbererethenhegetsfreebeerinexchangefor

Tshidi'sfood.

Nanny:Haveyoutoldyourmom ordad?

BJ:No

Nanny:Pleasetellthem sotheycanhelphim,

BJ:Tshididoesn'twanttobeintrouble.Hisgranny

getsangry.



Iam

Nanny:It'sok...I'lltellyourparents,iwon'tgethim in

trouble.Wewillbesmartaboutit.

BJ:Ok

Bamewalkedoutdryinghishandsonhispantsthen

hewalkedtothebedroom wherehismotherwasstill

sleepingwiththebabylyingnexttoher.Hequietly

gotherphoneandtiptoedtohisroom smiling.He

closedthedoorandjumpedinbedcoveringhimself.

Heunlockedherphoneanddialedthehouse

telephonenumber...HeknewChasewouldn'tresist

avisitifTshidiwascoming,they'ddefinitelyenjoy

theskateboards...

Bame:(whispered)ComeonguysI'm stealing

mama'sairtime...

Itrangunansweredthenhedialedagain...

AtLeruo'sHouse....
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LaterthatmorningAmandayawnedwalkinginthe

livingroom andpausedlookingatLeruoandthe

girlscolouringwithcrayons...

Leruo:Lookwhoisup...Comehere

Shewalkedovermassagingherneckandstoodnext

toLeruoasheputhisarm aroundherwaist..

Leruo:Goodmorning..

Amanda:(leanedoverandkissed)Morningbabe

Leruo:Guysgocolourinyourroom...

Thegirlsrantotheotherbedroom,Leruopickedher

phoneandshowedherconversationwithBree...

Leruo:Whatisthis?

Amanda:Icanexplainthat
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Leruo:Pleasedo.

Amanda:Soyou'researchingme?

Leruo:I'm listeningtotheexplanationAmanda...

Shesighedandleanedbacklookingathim...

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileAmaneandBatsilestoodbythenurse

stationasAmaneheldthebabywhilehecarriedthe

bag.

Kanakoapproachedandleanedoverlookingatthe

baby..

Kanako:Heisyours...Iseeitalready..Waitshola

boy.Wenagaokakewatsholelabannababangwe.

Batsile:MsonoKanako
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Kanako:(laughed)I'm tellingyou..

Amane:WhereisJune?Sheisnotansweringher

phone

Kanako:Idon'tknow..Ihavetogo..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout...

Atthemainhouse....

LateronObakengturnedaroundstillasleepasthe

telephonerang,heliftedhisheadandyawnedsitting

upwhileLosikalaidasleepnexttohim...Hiseyes

poppedassmokegotinfrom underneaththedoor..

Thetelephonestoppedringing,somethingbroke

downinthekitchenthenherantowardsthedoor

andopened,moresmokepouredinandhecoughed

fanninghisface..
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Obakeng:(coughing)Mama?!Papa!

Barelyabletoseethroughthedarksmokehe

breathedandcoughedatthesametimehe

wonderedintothemainbedroom andtappedonthe

bedtryingtofindhisparents,theyweren'tthere.

Obakeng:(shakyvoice)Ney?!Lele?!

LelentleandOreneilebumpedonhim crying..

Oreneile:Thehouseisburning!

Obakeng:Losika??!

Losikajumpedoutofbedandjoinedthem atthe

door,theyheldhandsasObakengledthem towards

thedarksmokesotheycouldfindthemaindoorbut

somethingburstloudlyandaflamethrewthem

back...
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Atthemainhouse...

Obakenggotupstillcoughingandopenedthe

window..

Obakeng:Lele?Comehere...

OreneileandObakengpickedherupandputher

throughthewindow,sheputoutherheadand

steppedoutthenshelookeddowncryingand

shaking...

Lele:I'm goingtofall

Obakeng:Youwon'tfalldown!Gocallthe

neighbours.Hurryuporelsewearegoingtoburnin
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thehouse

Lelelookeddownasherlegsandhandsshook

holdingontothebars.

Obakeng:I'm givingyoualittlepush

Lelentle:(screaming)Don'tpushme!MAMA!MAMA!

DADDY!

ObakengandOreneilepushedpushedherawayfrom

thewindow,shelandedonherbackandlooked

aroundcrying.Shestooduprubbinghereyesand

ranaroundthehousethensheopenedtheliving

room door...Smokecameoutasshesteppedback

andrantothegatebutitwaslocked...

Lele:(screaming)Mama?Mama!

MeanwhileinsidethehouseObakengandOreneile
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heldLosikaoverthewindowsohecouldbreath

throughthewindow.Oreneilecoughcountlesstimes

andslowlyletgo.

Obakeng:Luholdon,I'm lettinggo

LosikahungonthewindowswhileObakenggrabbed

theblanketandblockedunderneaththedoorthenhe

openedtheotherwindowandfannedOreneilewitha

towelasshelaidonthefloor...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

Amandagotoutofthehouseandwalkedtowards

Leruowhilehewashedthecarlisteningtomusic...

He'dbeenquietsinceherresponseandshewasn't

surewhatthismeant...

Amanda:Hey..
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Leruo:Hi...

Amanda:Ithoughtwearetalking..

Leruo:Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyouanymore

becauseidon'twanttobeviolentwithyou.IthinkifI

keepcomplainingI'lljustloseinterestinthis

relationship.Ijudgedyourex'stooearly...

Amanda:AllthatbecauseiaskedBreeafew

questionsaboutyouandher?

Leruo:ItoldyouI'veneversleptwithher.

Amanda:Yetyou'recommunicatingwithher,

sendinghermoney!YougaveherP500,

Leruo:Becausesheaskedforit,shetoldmeRetsile

dumpedherandsheisstarvingwhilewaitingforher

mother'sinsurance.Ifeltbadforherbecausesheis

pregnant.

Amanda:Ifthisgirlisn'tpregnantwithBatsile'schild

orRetsilethenit'syoursbecauseitdoesn'tmake

sensewhyyou'dkeepcomingupinherinbox.You

sentherP500!

Leruo:IkeeptellingyouI'm notcheatingbutyou
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keepaccusingme,gakeitseobatakereng.

Amandaslappedthespongeoffhishandandangrily

pushedhischest...

Amanda:Youwerenotsupposedtocontactthisgirl

inthefirstplace!Icontactedherbecauseyoumade

medoit.Whyareyousupportingherbabyifyou're

notthefather?YouwillnotpullaBatsilecardonme,

thatembarrassmentonAmane'sfaceisnotcoming

tome.Ififindoutitsyourchildorthatyou're

sleepingwithherwearedone!

Leruopickedspongeandwasheditinthebucketas

thetwinswalkedoutofthehouse...

Amanda:MoreyeabuseP500yooifyouwantusto

getmarried.I'm notplayinggameswithyou,you'll

justkillmeifyou'reannoyedwithmebutBreeisnot

becomingmyproblem.Sheshouldstickto
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harassingAmane'smarriageandleavemy

relationshipalone.

Leruo:Mxm ekareotantapisa.Thethreatsyougave

Breewillgetyouintroubleifsheisfounddead.You

can'ttellsomeoneyou'lldoahitandrunleaving

them todie.You'llputyourselfintrouble.I'm not

sleepingwithher.SheaskedforP500outof

nowhereandijustgaveittoher.

HerubbedhishandsanddialedBreebutthephone

wasn'tavailable.

Leruo:Sheisnotpicking

Amanda:You'reapieceshitjustlikeBatsileandall

myex's...You'realiar!Olebelete

Leruo:(lookedatthechildren)Don'ttalktomelike

thatinfrontofthechildren.Can'tyouatleast

respectthechildrenandnotletthem seethis.

LegoneifolelelaP500I'llgiveyouathousand.

Amanda:You'remissingthepoint,you'renot
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supposedtohelpthatgirlatall(angrily)Olebelete...

You'realiarandyou'replanningonsleepingwiththis

girlassoonasshegivesbirth.Itdoesn'tmakesense

foryoutogivehermoneythencomplainwhenitalk

toher.

Leruo:CallmeLebeleteagain.

Amanda:Kareolebele-

Hehotslappedheracrossthefaceandshe

staggeredback,shepunchedhim thenhegrabbed

herbythethroatpushingheragainstthecarasthe

childrenstoodbycrying....

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileBatsilewalkedbehindBatsileasthey

walkedoutofthehospital.Batsileopenedthedoor

forherthenshegotin,heclosedthedooranddrove

out...
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Batsile:Ithinkweshouldhireanannytolookafter

thebaby.

Amane:Ok.

Heturnedaroundandlookedatherasshestared

outsidethewindowholdingthebaby.

Batsile:I'm reallysorryformakingyougothrough

this.

Amane:Idon'tknowwhattosay..

Batsile:Andthankyouforholdingon,ipromiseI'll

makeitworthit.

Asirenwailedfrom thebackasallthecarspulledto

thesideoftheroadmakingway,Batsilepulledtothe

sideoftheroad,theredfireenginespedpastthem

whippingthem withastrongwindasitpassedthen

theyjoinedtheroad.
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Amane:Keipotsagoregoshakae

Batsileturnedandlookedather..

Batsile:Didweswitchoffthestove?

Amane'sheartskippedasshelookedathim,he

checkedthetrafficonthemirrorandovertookthe

othercar...

Atthemainhouse...

Amane'sheartracedastheyapproachedtheyard

lookingatthefireengineparkinginfrontofthe

housewithahosesplashingthehouse,theamount

ofsmokecomingoutofwindowsbroughtrolled

tearsoutofhereyes...
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Amane:OhGodno....!PleaseGodno...

Batsilestoppedtheandranout,Amaneputthebaby

ontheseatandrantowardsthehousewhilepolice

officercarriedLele...

Amane:(shaking)Wherearemychildren?Whereare

theotherthree?

Sheranaroundscreamingherchildrenlikeamad

womanthenshepushedthroughthefiremenand

raninthehousescreamingandcrying...

Amane:Chase?Diamond?Losika!?

Thefirefightersgrabbedherbeforeshecouldgetin,

Batsilestormedpastthem andtrippedfallingonthe

floor,hegotupandranintothechildren'sroom

wherehestoppedatthedoor...
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Atthemainhouse...

Amane:Chase?Diamond?Losika!?

Thefirefightersgrabbedherbeforeshecouldgetin,

Batsilestormedpastthem andtrippedfallingonthe

floor,hegotupandranintothechildren'sroom

wherehestoppedatthedoor...

Noneofthechildrenwereinside,heranfrom oneto

another..

MeanwhileoutsidethepoliceofficertookAmane

asidepointingtotheambulance..
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Policeofficer:Thechildrenareinthatambulance!

AmaneturnedandrantotheambulanceasBatsile

steppedout..

Policeofficer:They'reoverthere,wedon'twant

anyoneinsidebecausethismightbeacrimescene

andyoumightcontaminatetheevidence...

BatsilehurriedtotheambulancewhereAmanegot

inthebackandkneltnexttothechildren'sbedas

theylaidwithoxygenmasks...

Batsile:Aretheybreathing?

Nurse:Barely..Weneedtohurry.Pleasestepback.

Batsilesteppedback,theyclosedthedoorswith

AmaneinsidethenhesteppedbackandgotLelentle

from thepoliceofficer.
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Officer:Weneedtotalk,isthereanythingthatcould

havecausedthefire?

Batsile:Iforgotandleftthestoveon,wewerejust

watchingamoviethenwegotcalledtothehospital

aboutmycousinselfdischargingherself.Wejust

leftandforgottoswitchoffthestove.Wedidn't

thinkwe'dtakesolong.

Officer:Wellaneighbourcalledus,whenwearrived

alotofneighbourswerepouringthehousewith

water.

Batsile:Aretheyallbreathing?

Officer:Theyoungestis...Thelittleboyisseems

muchbetterthanthe2oldest..(pointedatLele)They

managedtoletthisoneoutthewindow.

Batsile:Thankyou...

Officer:Thegoodthingisthatnoneofthem

sustainedseriousburnsexcepttheoldest.We

suspecthewasinfrontofhissiblingswhenthefire

brokeoutbutsmokeisdeadly..
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Batsile:Areyoudonewithme?Iwanttogotothe

hospital

Officer:fornowyes.

Batsileturnedaroundandwalkedtothecarcarrying

Lele...

Lele:Thehousewasburning

Batsile:Iknowbaby...Sorry

BatsileopenedthedoorandputLeleinsideasBame

pulledover,hesteppedoutwiththeboysandhurried

overasBatsilecheckedonthenewbornlyingonthe

frontseat.

Bame:Whathappened?

Batsile:Breeranoffandwegotcalledbythe

hospital.Idon'tevenknowwhyshe'dputAmaneas

hernextofkin.Weleftinahurryabekelebalastove



Iam

banaamporebashelamontung.Ihavetofollowthe

ambulance.

BJ:Daddywhathappened?WhereisOBK?

Bame:Thehouseburneddown,let'sgototje

hospital

Tshidi:Withthem inside?

Bame:Yes..

Batsile:WillDivamindholdingthenewbornforme?

Bame:Shewon't,let'sgodropthem andgotothe

hospital.

Theboysturnedaroundinshockandgotinthecar

thenBamefollowedBatsileashedrovewithhis

otherhandoverthenewbornlyingonthepassenger

seat.

AtLeruo'sHouse....
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Leruoremainedinthebedroom forabout10

minutesrightafterAmandaleftthenhedialedher...

Amanda:What?

Leruo:Whereareyougoing?

Amanda:Toreportyou

Leruo:Gakebatshabe,tsamayaee

Amanda:GoodcausemycheekisstillreadandI'm

sureyourhandprintisvisibleonmynecktoo.

Leruo:Babecanyoupleasecomebackandtryto

understandwhyididwhatidid...Imeanka

Bree....whycan'tyou-

Shehungupthenhesighed,hestoodupandwalked

inthelivingroom wherethechildrenweresittingon

thecouch.Theygottenseashewalkedinand

lookedatthem...Hesighedguiltstrickenandsaton

thecouch..
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YamemovedawayandsatnexttoKopoasLeruo

lookedatthem.Hegottheremoteandswitchedoff

theTVthenhelookedatthem.

Leruo:I'm sorryforfighting...Fightingisbad...I

shouldn'thavedonethattomama.Iwasangryandi

lostmytemperbutipromiseitwillneverhappen

again.AndiwantyoutoknowthatIwillneverever

beatyou...I'm sorry...

Thegirlsrelaxeddroppingtheirshouldersstill

lookingathim.Hegotupandkneltdownputtinghis

handstogether...

Leruo:I'm sorry...Ifeelverybadforscaringyou

becauseiloveyou,Iwanttobeagooddaddythat

youloveandfeelsafewithyou.IpromiseIwillnever

hitmama...

Kopo:It'sOK
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Yame:Whatifshescreamsatyouandsaymean

words

Leruo:Iwillwalkaway,you'resupposedtowalk

awaywhensomeonemakesyouangry.

Yame:Youpromise?

Leruo:Yes..

Kopo:Well,whenyoumakeamistakeyougetthe

naughtycorner

Leruo:(laughed)You'reputtingmeonanaughty

corner?

Both:(laughed)Yes!

Helaughedstandingupandwalkedtothecorner

wherehestoodwithonefoot.

Yame:Youcan'tspeak...

Shegothisphoneandranovertohim thensheput



Iam

histhumbonthephoneandunlockedit.

Leruo:(laughed)Whatareyoudoingwithmyphone?

Yame:Shhh...Youdon'tspeakwhenyou'reonthe

naughtycorner,itgivesyoumoretime.

Heshookhisheadwhiletheyclickedonthegames

hedownloadedforthem thentheybegunplaying...

Hesteppeddownthentheyturnedlookingathim as

hequicklyliftedhisfoot.

Kopo:(laughed)Youcheated!

Leruo:(laughed)Ididn't!Comeon!

Yame:Isawyou!

Leruo:Canwegograbice-cream?
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Thegirlsjumpedfortheirshoesthenheputonhis

andheadedtothebedroom wherehepickedtheir

capsandwalkedoutwiththem...

Hisphonerangjustasthegirlsgotinthecar...

Leruo:Hello?

Voice:Hi,you'retalkingtoAmanda'sbigsister

Leruo:Amane?

Voice:Amanda'srealsister,myhusbandandIare

withherhere.Shetolduseverythingthathappened

there..Holdformyhusband.

Him:Hello

Leruo:Yeah

Him:Doyouknowthatyou'renotsupposedtobeata

womannomatterwhat?

Leruo:Notreally,ifyouputyourhandsonmeI'llput

myhandsonyou.Ifyouinsultmeillbeatyou,idon't

knowhowtoinsultsoI'llbeatthatbehaviouroutof



Iam

herbecauseI'vewarnedhercountlesstimes.I'm not

sorryforslappingher,ifsheislookingforan

apologyfrom mesheisnotgettingit.Ibeatherfor

callingmelebeleteinfrontofourchildren,Amanda

needstoknowthereistimeandplaceforeverything.

Sheshouldn'tgetphysicalwithmeI'm biggerand

strongerthanher.

Him:Soyouseeitoktojustchatwithwomenand

givethem money?

Leruo:Youconcludedthatbasedonhersideofthe

story?Ihaven'ttalkedtothisgirlinmonths.Theonly

reasonigavehermoneyisbecauseifeltguiltyfor

destroyingtherelationshipshehad...Becauseitold

AmandaBree'ssecretsheendeduplosingherman,

theonewhowastakinggoodcareorher.Nowsheis

strugglingandstarving..AllsheaskedforwasP500.

Amandaneedstolearnthatcouplessharesecrets

andtalkaboutpeoplebutthatdoesn'tmeanifitell

herpeople'ssecretsshemustspreadthem.She

causedallthesedrama.
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Sister:(inthebackground)Soyouweretoldasecret

andpassediton?

Amanda:Retsiledeservedtoknowthetruth

Husband:Butyou'renotevensure,whatifheis

actuallythefather?

Amanda:Ididn'tcomehereforthisbackandforth.I

wantLeruotogivememydaughters.I'm movingon

withmylife

Leruo:You'renotgettingthem,weagreedtheyvisit

methewholeweekend.

Amanda:They'renotyourchildren,makeyourown

babiesandleaveminealone.Icanreportyoufor

childabduction

Leruo:Sometimesyoudon'tevensoundlikeyou

wenttolawschool.

Hecutthecallandgotinthecarashisphonerang

again..
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Leruo:Hello?

Bree:Hi,therraI'm sorryforaskingagainbutineed

P200totopupmy-

Leruo:Uhheynowenajaanongwahetelela.Amanda

isangrywithme,

Bree:I'm strandedandI'm inpain.Ididn'tgetthe

painkillersandthestitchesarethrobbinginpain.

Leruo:Whatareyoueventalkingabout?(sighed)

Listen...Ican'thelpyouagainbecauseitwillcost

mewaymore...CallBatsileorsomeone.Andithink

itsbestwejuststoptalking.AmandathinksI'm

sleepingwithyou.

Bree:I'm inpain.

Leruo:Maybeyou'reabouttogointolabour.Call

someone.Bye

Bree:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoff....
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AtAmanda'sSisters....

MeanwhileAmandasighedsittingonthecouchwith

herhandsonthepillow...

Sister:Ithinkyoutwoshouldgositdownandtalk.

Hedoesn'tsoundthatcrazy.Don'tprovokehim

Amanda:Thereisnoexcuseforbeatingawoman,

Leruoisabully.

Husband:Namecallingyoneyoumuststopit,ican

toleratealotbutnamecallingandbeingbeatenbya

womanarenotpartofthat.Talkwithoutfighting...

Asamanicanguaranteeyouonething,i

understandmywifemorewhensheiscalm than

whensheisjustrumblingangrily..Anormalreaction

isbeingdefensivewhensomeoneisdoingwhat

you'redoing...Ifyoucalm down,someoneisableto

droptheirdefenceandadmittheyarewrong.
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Amandasighedandleanedback,therewasaknock

onthedoorthenthedooropened.Hisbrother

walkedinandgreetedthem thenhelookedather

andsatdown..

Him:What'sup?

Brother:I'm good,IwaspassingbyandthoughtI'd

dropbyandsayhello..(toAmanda)Hi...(smiled

lookinginhereyes)salerebonanekalenyalo,orare

Amanda:(smiled)I'm justaroundthough,onthokile

kae?

Brother:(smiledlookinginhereyes)GuessIdidn't

searchhardenough,pardonme

Theysmiledlookingatoneanotherthenshestood

up...

Amanda:Ihavetogo...(tohersisterandbrotherin

law)Gosiame,wewilltalktomorrow.



Iam

Brother:(stoodup)Letmewalkyouout..

Theywalkedoutasheputhishandsinthepockets

andsmiledlookingather...

Brother:Istillcan'tgetoverthenightofthe

reception

Amanda:(smiledblushing)Iwasdrunk,leaveme

alone.

Brother:(laughed)Canwegrabadrink?

Amanda:OnlybecauseI'm boredandI'm tooangry

togohomebacktomybf'shouse.

Brother:Motlhaleotseyennaifwagostresser...I'll

behave

Amanda:Okho!

Theylaughedandgotinthecarsthentheydrove

off...
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Atthehospital...

AmanesatnexttoOreneile'sbedholdingherlittle

handasshelaidbreathingthroughanoxygentube.....

Shestoodupandfixedhersheetsthenshewalked

tothenextroom whereBatsilewassittingnextto

Losika'sbedwhilehebreathedthroughtheoxygen

mask..

Hestoodupandsighedputtinghisarm around

Amane...

Amane:Iwanttogocheckhowfartheoperationis

withChase.

Batsile:Ijustsearchedforbronchoscopyonlineandi

knowforsureitsnothingbig.Theywillbeableto

helphim iftheyperform theprocedureproperly.It's

notevensurgery...
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Thedooropenandanursewalkedin...

Nurse:Thedoctorwantstoseeyou...

Theylookedatoneanotherandwalkedout.

Minuteslatertheysatdownandlookedatthedoctor

ashetookadeepbreath.

Doctor:Carbonmonoxidepoisoningistheleading

causeofdeathinsmokeinhalationbutthrough

bronchoscopywewereabletoseethedegreeof

damagedonetoChase'sairwaystoallowfor

suctioningofsecretionsanddebrisandwedidthat,

butunfortunatelyheis-

Amane'sfrownedastearsrolleddown,Batsilepulled

hercloserlookingatthedoctor..
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Batsile:Heiswhat?

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital....

Doctor:Carbonmonoxidepoisoningistheleading

causeofdeathinsmokeinhalationbutthrough

bronchoscopywewereabletoseethedegreeof

damagedonetoChase'sairwaystoallowfor

suctioningofsecretionsanddebrisandwedidthat,

butunfortunatelyheis-

Amane'sfrownedastearsrolleddown,Batsilepulled

hercloserlookingatthedoctor..

Batsile:Heiswhat?

Doctor:Heisastateofcoma,hemightgetupina

fewdays,weeksorneverrecoveratall.Onlytime

willtell.
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Amane:(rubbedhertears)Soheisalive?

Doctor:Yes,youknowwhatacomaisright?

Amane:Anythingthatisn'tdeathisgoodenoughfor

me...Thankyou

Batsile:Thankyoudoctor...

Doctor:You'rewelcome.Theywilltakeyoutohis

room.

Batsile:Thankyou...

Theystoodupandfollowedthenurse...

AtDiva'sHouse....

MeanwhileDivastoodupandshushedThatawhile

herbabygirllaidonthebed,thenannywalkedin

withafeedingbottlefulloffreshmilk...

Nanny:Maybeweshouldfeedhim freshmilkunless
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youbreastfeedhim.

Diva:Ifitwasanyofmysister'schildrenI'd

breastfeedhim butbutnotDiva'sson.Thiswoman

hatesme...

Nanny:Freshmilkmightjustnotbegood...

Divasatdownandbegunfeedingherwithabottle,

shetookoutherphoneandloggedonfacebook...At

thetopofhernewsfeedwasBree'spictureposted

byBotswanapoliceservicesaswantedfor

Neglect/Illtreatmentofchildren.Sheclickedonthe

commentsaspeopletaggedBreethenshedialed

June,herphonerangunansweredthenshedialed

Summer.

Summer:Hello?

Diva:Hi,didyouseeBree'spicturekopagingya

police?

Summer:Someonetaggedme.Thisgirlisnot

serious,Iwonderwheresheis...Kanawa
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pankapankakooateng,distichtheseconddayafter

givingbirthdichachamagochachamakana

especiallybecausethepainkillersarewearingoff.

Diva:Canyoubringthebabysomemilk,formulafor

newborn

Summer:Ok..Haveyouheardfrom June?

Diva:Iwasabouttoaskyouthesame

Summer:I'llcheckonherlater.Obakengisona

coma,didyouhearit?

Diva:Amanetoldme,I'llhavetolookafterthe

newborn.ThewayBreehatesme

Summer:(laughed)Butshedoesn't,sinceBame

taughtheralessonshebeentryingtogetcloseto

you.

Diva:(laughed)IknowbutI'm stillafraidofher

words..

Summer:I'llgetLelentleyougetthatone.The

brotherswillbuythebabymilk,idoubtBatsilehas

enoughespeciallynowthathewillhavetorenovate

thehouse.
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Diva:Iwasthinkingthesame.Anywaysbye

Summer:Bye

Shehungup....

Atthemainhouse...

LateronBasi,BameandKanakowalkedaroundthe

houseinspectingit...

Basi:I'llgetsomeoneforconstruction,Difeisreally

goodandhispricesarereasonable.

Basi:Includingcellingandpaintingthewall?

Basi:yeah,everything.I'llfixthewholehouseanddo

wiringaswell.

Kanako:I'llgetthem astove,cookinggasandother

stufformaybeweshouldaskhim tomakeabudget

ofallthethings
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Bame:KnowingBatsilehewillsaynoifwedothat.

Basi:Wearenotaskinghim anything,tomorrowI'm

justbringingtheguysbaconstruction.Theyshould

bedonebeforethechildrengetdischargedfrom the

hospital.

Bame:Lennaketaabonagorekedirawhichpart.

Thebestwayistojustdoitwithouttellingthem

becausehewillsayno.

Thebrotherswalkedinthehouseandintothe

rooms...

Basi:It'snotbadatall,thebedroomsaren'tthat

damagedlikethekitchenandthelivingroom.Had

theneighboursnotcomeontimewewouldbe

sayingadifferentstory.

Bame:Thebedroomsarenotbadbutthewaythe

wallsareblack..Ihopelungstsabanabawillnotbe

permanentlydamaged.
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Theywalkedoutandheadedtotheircarschatting...

Kanako:BreehasbeenpostedonFacebookbythe

police.Peopletaggedheribilebasupadiscreenshot

tsaherlastseen.

Basi:Ifeelsorryforher,idoubtsheismature

enoughtoevenhandlewhat'scomingherway.

Bame:Butrecentlyntsealewellbehaved.Wa

ntshababutshetriestalkingtome.Ifeellikesheis

depressed.Breehasn'thadtimetodealwithher

mother'spassingBatsileleeneamoimisakaha.She

iscaughtbetweenbeingachildandawoman.

Basi:Iwasangrywhenyoubeatherbutirealised

thatsheisactuallyjustachild,wakgalemelesega

kanasaleomoshapaonnamolwapengonnasetse

Amanemoragobarekisabothe.

Kanako:Beingcheatedisnoteasy,idon'twant

AmanetolookafterBree'sbabyuntilafterafew

monthsatatleast.Thefirstfewdaysyou'reindenial

butovertimeyou'reconsumedbyhate.
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Basi:IfBreewashereI'dsayhemusthireamaidbut

whowilltakecareofthebaby?CausennaSummer

gaseonkamotshepangkangwanaodirilwengko

bobeleteng,shortynyanayolekesetsenwa.

Bame:(laughed)Summerissomething,you'relucky

youneverseeotherwomen

Basi:Inoticeotherwomenijustcontrolmyself.

Everymanisabletonoticeotherwomen,theonly

differenceishowmuchyoucontrolyourself.

Kanako:Ineversawanyoneuntilshecheated...I've

neverevennoticedhowsexynursesareatworkuntil

shecheated.

Bame:Skabajatherraabetiroesenyega

Kanako:Forsomereasonidon'tthinkI'llbeableto

sleepwithawomanunlessI'vefalleninlovewithher.

I'm stillnursingmyheart.

Bame:Guysihavetogohome.Divahasherhands

fullwiththekids.Iwanttohelpout...

Theyshoulderbumpedandparted...
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AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningLeruoplacedthechildren'ssupper

ontheirplastictableandtheyate.

Leruo:Finisheatingthenit'stimetobath...

Heheadedtothebathroom andfilledthetubwith

waterthenhethrewtheiryellowducksinthewater

andwalkedoutdialingAmanda...

Amanda:(lowvoice)Hello?

Leruo:It'stimeforthechildrentobath,hetao

thapisebana.

Amanda:Yourefusedwiththem howwereyou

planningtobaththem?

Leruo:Howcomeyoucannevergetoveran
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argument?Youinsultedmebutyoudon'tseeme

takingitoutonthechildrenorevenusingthem to

fightyou.IexplainedwhyihelpedBreeandI'm sorry

you'rehurt,

Amanda:Youhitme

Leruo:I'm notsorryforslappingyou,notatall.The

onlythingiregretisdoingitinfrontofthechildren

becausenochilddeservestoseetheirparents

fighting.GaonamaitseoAmandaandyourex

boyfriendsbagotogetseobarogaabeotwaelagore

monnawarogiwaibilewabetswa.Nnagakediriwe

diotseo...Youtalktomeproperlyontibisamabaka

thenI'lltakeresponsibilityformymistakes.What

youwillnotdoistobeatmeorinsultme..Hoogone

keagogobetsauntiloitshwarajaakangwanawa

setswana.Whereareyou?

Amanda:I'llcomebaththechildrenlater.I'm atmy

sistershouse.

Amancoughedbehindher...



Iam

Leruo:Whowasthat?

Amanda:It'smysister'shusband,itoldyouI'm atmy

sisters

Leruo:Wherearethechildren?Whyisthehouseso

silent?

Amanda:Bye

Shecutthecall,minuteslaterhewalkedinthe

bathroom withthegirlsandtookdowntheirsoap...

Leruo:Don'ttakeoffyourpanties...Justthedress..

Hetookthem onebyoneandputthem inthetub

thenhewashedtheirheadsandbodiesbefore

wipinghishandswiththetowelwhiletheyjumped

upanddownsplashingwater...

Leruo:I'm goingtowatchTV...Youhavetotakeoff

yourpantiesandwashthem...(hungthedryoneson
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thebar)Whenyou'redoneyouweartheseonesOK?

Both:Okcanwejumpfirst?

Leruo:Ok..

Hesteppedoutandsatonthecouchcallingher

sister...

Her:Hello?

Leruo:Hi,itsLeruo.CanitalktoAmanda?

Her:Sheleft,callheronherphone.

Leruo:Ok,bye

Hehungupandlaidthereforawhileasthegirls

playedinthebathroom,minuteslatertheywalkedin

theirpantiespoorlydressed.Hepickedtheir

pyjamaspantsandjustdressedthem upbefore

applyinglotionontheirfaces..
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Leruo:I'm goingtocleanthebathroom,toputon

yourshoes.

Hecleanedupthebathroom andpickedthecar

keys...

Leruo:Let'sgo..!

Thegirlswalkedouteachcarryingadollthenhe

lockedupandfollowedthem tothecar.

AtAmanda'sHouse...

Laterthateveninginfrontofthehouseonthe

verandaAmandaandhersister'sbrotherinlawlaid

onthemattressnudecoveredbythetowel...The

brotherpickedabottleofbeerandsippedbefore

gettingontopofherandkissingherassheputher

armsoverherhishead...
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Him:(whisperedonherlips)You'rebeautiful

Shesmiledlookinginhiseyesandblushedasher

eyesblinkedlazily.

Amanda:Tshepowee?

Tshepo:(smiled)Mm?

Amanda:Omonate..

Tshepo:(laughed)Thanks...

Amanda:NtshielaSavanna...

Hepickedthebottleandsmiledassheopenedher

mouthlyingonherback,hepouredinsideasshe

swallowedcontinuously.

Tshepo:(laughed)Wow...
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Hepulleddownthetowelandpouredthebeerinher

bellybuttonthenhegentlydrunk..

Amanda:(laughed)Whenyoupulledoutyoursemen

droppedrightthere

Heturnedawayandspatthebeerastheycracked

laughingthenthecarlightsbouncedonthem.

MeanwhileinthecarLeruo'sheartracedashe

flushedthebrightlightslookingatAmandaand

someguy,shejumpedandwrappedherselfwitha

towel.ThemanjumpedintohisshortsasLeruo

searchedunderhisseat...Damn!Heleftitathis

officeinthesafe...Heopenedtheotherpartand

pulledoutafoldingknife...

Hestoppedthecarandsteppedout...
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Leruo:Don'tgetoutofthecarok!Playwithmy

phone...

Hegavethem thephoneandsteppedoutthenhe

walkedtowardsthehouseastheguygrabbedhis

Tshirtandjumpedtheverandawall.

Leruo:(unfoldedhisknife)IfyourunI'm stickingthis

knifeonyourback...siaobone!

Tshepoturnedaroundwalkingbackwardswithhis

handssurrendering...

Tshepo:I'm notfighting....Ijustwanttogohome

Leruo:Osenagonjelamosadi?Gaeberekejalo...

Tshepo'sheartpoundedashewalkedbackwards,he

lookedatLeruo'sbladeashecameforhim thenhe

turnedaroundandran,Leruoheldtheknifedownas
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ifhewasholdingadartthenheaimedbetweenhis

shouldersandbithislipsreleasingtheknifeasit

flewacrosstheairanddippedbetweenTshepo's

shoulders.

Tshepocontinuedrunningandfeltsomething

drippingonhisbackashesloweddown,Leruo

jumpedandkickedhim from thebackashefellon

hisstomach,hegrabbedtheknifeandturnedhim

aroundthenhestuckitonhischest...

*

*

Sponsorcomingup.Kindlytakepartbylikingsowe

canreachthetargetforabonusinsert.

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Tshepo'sheartpoundedashelaidonhisback

watchingasLeruoliftedhishandwithabloodyknife,

hegrabbedLeruo'shandastheknifebladepointed

downathiseyeanddroppedthebloodonhiseye

forcinghim toclosehisothereye...

Tshepo:(tearfullyshaking)Leruo?!Ihaveadaughter

andhermotherislate!Keagokopa...

WithhisotherhandholdingLeruo'shandheplaced

theotheronLeruo'schestandlookedathim

tearfullyashelaidunderthemoon...

Tshepo:I'm sorry......
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Leruoglaredathim forasecondthenheslowly

stoodupstillholdingthebloodyknife.Tshepoput

hishandsoverhisfacecryinginreliefasblood

drippedalonghisribsdowntheground.

Leruo:Ketagobolayasaan!

Hestompedoverhisprivatesandsteppedoverhim

walkingtothehouse,beforeappearinginfrontof

thehouseunderthefrontlighthestoppedhiding

behindthewallandpeakedatthecar.Thegirlswere

stilllaughingandplayingwiththephoneasthe

brightscreenlittheirfaceswhilestillsittinginthe

car.

Heinnocentlywalkedinfrontofthehousehidingthe

knifeontheothersideandwalkedinthehouse

beforeclosingthedoor.Hewalkedinthebedroom

whereAmandaquicklyputonhertopandpulledout
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herponytailturningtothedoor.

ShefrozelookingatLeruoashestoodatthedoor

holdingthebloodyknife...

Amanda:Leruo?!Whatareyoudoing?

Shesteppedoverthebedandbumpedonthewall

withherbackassheblockedwithherhands

tearfully...

Leruo:Amandawee?Amanda?Howmanytimesdid

itellyoutobehave?Amanda?

Shetearfullylookedattheknifeasherheart

poundedthenhelookedatitandfoldedit.

Leruo:Don'tworryiwon'thurtyou.Ineedyoutolook
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goodinyourweddinggownwhenigetoutof

prison...Staythere...Ifyoumoveyou'redead...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenshemoved

thecurtainslookingoutsidethenshepickedher

phonefrom thebedanddialed999.Thedoor

openedandshedroppedthephone...

Leruo:Areyoucallingthepolice?

Hepickedthephoneandhungupthenhethrewiton

thebedandputtheknifeinthepocket.Hetwisted

theplasticbaghewasholdingasshestaggered

back...

Leruo:Youshouldn'tcallthepolicebecausegake

tswahakeabachekakeikisa,youshouldatleast

calltheambulanceforyourboyfriend.Heiscrying

behindthehouseandbleedingreallybad...Anyways

I'm burningyouwiththisplastickegorothisetsa
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marothodialethuathisplasticbecauseithinkyou

underestimateme..

Shelookedatthecornerofthehouseandranashe

grabbedherbythehairandswungherover,heput

hishandoverhermouthasshestruggledtorelease

himselffrom hergrip...

Heputhisarm overherneckandheldherplastic

withhishandwhileheturnedthelighteronand

burnedtheplastic..

Amanda:LeruopleaseI'm sorry...

Hetrippedherdownasshefellonthebedonher

stomachthenhepressedherneckonthebedand

droppedtwodropsoftheburningplasticonherbutt,

Amandascreamedbuthepressedherfaceonthe

bedandthrewtheburningplasticonthefloor.With

herfacepresseddeeponthebedshescratchedher
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buttastheplasticatedownherskin.Shepulledthe

sheetsandrubbedherselfwithherfacestillonthe

sheetsthenhegrabbedherneckfrom behindand

yankedherup...

Shebrokedowncryingashelookedatherand

handedherthephone...

Leruo:Nowyoucancallthepolice.Ifyoudon'twant

thekidstoseeyouintearsicandropthem offat

yoursistersthenketsenahaselenghale.I'llbeinfor

aboutadayortwomax,thenourfamilylawyerwill

flyintomorrowandgetmeabailout.Gaketswake

goithelemolapeng,oneofmybailconditionswill

obviouslybethatishouldn'tbeincontactwithyou

orthatidiotijuststabbedbutI'llbewatchingyou

closely.Iwasn'tjokingwhenisaidicanhandleyou

justfine...(touchedherchin)BabeI'm willingtotake

itasfarasyouwantmeto...Sohowlowcanyougo

babe?I'm goingdownwithyou.Gaonnaimmature

kennaimmaturelennaakereyoudon'twantaguy
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whoreasonswithyou.I'm notyourex'sI'm not

quittingonyoujustyet.

Hegentlyrubbedhertearsandleanedoverkissing

herleftcheekthenhekissedherrightcheekand

finallyherlips.

Leruo:Sorryifiscaredyou,andI'm notevenangry.I

justdon'tsharekuku...Ifyoudidn'tuseprotectioni

suggestyougettothehospitalbeforetheendof24

hours...trustmeyouwouldn'thandlethestigmathat

comeswithHIV.Gokgonaronabababodipa...O

tseyelemorningafterpill,that10%chanceofyou

gettingpregnantisstillagoodchance.Gakesapote

ngwanawabonyatsiibileI'dmakeyoumyprisoner

andforceabortionpillsdownyourthroat.Okase

imisiwekeope,akanyanyelalengwanawagagwe.

Hetookadeepbreaththenhesteppedbackand

smiled.
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Hewinkedandturnedawaywalkingtothecarwhere

hegotinthecaranddroveoff.

Heglancedbackatthechildrenastheylaughed

playingwithhisphone...

Atthesistershouse...

Minuteslaterheknockedonthedoorandstepped

backwiththegirlsstandingby..

Leruo:You'llplaywithMessyok?Mamawillcome

getyou..

Both:Ok...

Thedoorandthegirlsraninside,Amanda'sbrother

inlawstuckhisheadout..
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Him:Hey

Leruo:Amandawillcomegetthem

Him:Ok..

Heturnedaroundandgotinthecarthenhedrove

offdialinghislawyer...

Him:Hello?

Leruo:Uncle?Ijuststabbedsomeonewithaknife,

I'm headingtothepolicestationtohandmyselfin.

Whencanigetout?

Him:Kebualemang?

Leruo:Papi

Him:Youdidwhat?

Leruo:IfoundsomeguywithAmanda..

Him:Theonewe'repayingmagadifor?

Leruo:Yeah,soicaughtherwithaguyandstabbed
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him withaknife.

Him:Didyoutellyourmother?

Leruo:Notyet.Iwantedtotellyoufirst.Whencani

getout?Idon'twanthertotakecareofhim amooka

abebannaclose.

Him:PapiweekanaBotswanagasejaratayaga

rrago,whywouldyoustabsomeone?Ihaveacourt

casetomorrow.Ican'tcometoMaun,I'llsendoneof

mylawyers.

Him:Aennakebatawenaorcalloneofthese

celebritylawyers,moneyisnotanissue.

Him:You'retheminister'sson,doyouknowwhat

thatmeans?

Leruo:Uncleplease

Him:You'llbeinthenewspapers,itsgoingtoget

political.Oppositionpartiesaregoingtousethis

againstyourmother.

Leruo:Ijustarrived,pleaseshowupkeagokopa.I

don'twantsmalltimelawyers.Please..

Him:Ican'tbelieveIthoughtoresponsiblePapi.Tell
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them itwasinselfdefence

Leruo:Idon'twanttolie

Him:Molaogaodirelwebodipa,magistratesmake

publicfiguresanexampleforthecommunity.Ifyou

don'tdowhatI'm tellingyouI'm notdefendingyou.

Weneedtobuildastrongcase.Ineedtoknow

exactlywhathappenedsoIcanfixthis.

Leruo:Ok.

Him:Startfrom thebeginning..

Henarratedeverythingforthenext10minutesuntil

hearrivedatthepolicestationthenhehungupand

dialedhisfather..

Him:Hello?

Leruo:Papakehapolice,comegetmycarinthe

parkinglot.Sparekeysamesehookedtoyourhouse

keys.

Him:Whatdidyoudo?
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Leruo:Hadalittlefightwithsomeguy.

Him:Fightwhere?

Leruo:Skaomanatheguystartedit...I'lltellyou

whenigetout.Shap

Hecutthecallandputdownthephonethenhe

steppedoutandclosedthedoor.

Insidethepolicestation..

Leruowalkedinthepolicestationandqueued

behindanotherlady.Assoonasshewasdonehe

steppedover...

Leruo:Hi,I'm heretohandmyselfin...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm tonight.Like
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Attheprivatehospital...

Amandawalkedinthereceptionandleanedagainst

thecounter...

Amanda:Hi,I'm heretoseethedoctor.

Her:Ok,mayihaveyourmedicalaidcard?

Shehandeditoverandsteppedasideastheyoung

ladyfilledherpapersthenshesigned.

Her:Haveaseatoverthere,thereisapatientinside

thengotsenathisoneabeotsena.

Amanda:thanks.
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Shegotherpapersandstoodbynexttotheother

patient,thepatientpressingthephoneturnedand

lookedatherfeelinglikeshewasinvadingher

privacy.Amandasteppedtothebackandstoodin

thereceptionwatchingtheTV...

Thedoctorsteppedoutwithanotherpatientand

walkedpastthem...

Doc:(smiled)HiAmanda,pleasehaveaseat.

Amanda:(smiled)I'm good

Minuteslaterthedoctorgotbackandthenext

patientgotin,about30minutespassedwhilethey

wereinside.Amanda'sfeetbegunhurtingthenshe

begunwalkingaround...Thepatientfinallystepped

outthenshesighedinreliefandwalkedin.

Doc:Hi..
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Sheclosedthedoorandputthepapersonthetable

stillstanding...

Amanda:Hi,

Doc:Haveaseat

Amanda:Ican'tsit...IhavetwoburnsandI'm in

seriouspainthat'swhyI'm wearingamaxidress.

Doc:(stoodupputtingonhisgloves)Layonthebed

Shelaidonherstomachandpulledupherdress

withoutpantieson.

Amanda:Iputvaselinesoitdoesn'tstickonmy

dress

Thedoctorfrownedinspectingherburns..
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Doc:Thisisveryserious...Whathappened?

Amanda:Iwassleepingandthechildrenwere

playingwithfire,theyburnedaplasticanditjust

landedonmybutt.

Doc:No,itlookslikeitlandeddirectlyonyourskin.It

wasn'tabsorbedbyacloth..Kananeosaaparawhile

sleeping?

Amanda:Well...Iwaswearingpyjamas,they'revery

light

Doc:(suspiciously)That'sodd,thereispartofit

stuckonyou...

Thedoctorsteppedbackandpreparedtheinjection

thenheinjectedher..

Doc:Thiswillmakeyoualittlenumbsowecan

cleanitandtreatit.Canyoubehonestwithme

Amanda.Doyouperhapsneedcounselling?

Amanda:Wow,soyouthinkI'm beingabused?Iam

alawyerforchristsake!
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Doc:Iknowthat

Amanda:Idon'tneedcounselling!

Doc:Ok..

Thedoctorbegunhelpingheroutandwrotedown

herprescription...

Doctor:Isthatall?

Amanda:Yes..

Doctor:Don'tforgettocomefordressing,goget

thoseinanypharmacy.

Amanda:Thanks,atleasticanwalkproperly.

Doctor:Bye

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedout....
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Atthepolicestation...

Leruosatbythebenchwithhisarmsfoldedashe

tappedhisfootonthefloorcalmlylookingatthe

policeofficerashecalledTshepo'snumberlooking

atapieceofpaper...

Officer:Heisnotpicking...

Leruo:Soketsamaekanajang?

Officer:No,youcan'tgo.Weneedtofindhim and

confirm thatindeeditwasselfdefenceandeven

makesureheisfine...Howmanytimesdidyoustab

him?

Leruo:Twice

Officer:Letmecallhim again...

Thepoliceofficerdialedthenumberagain...
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Atthehospital...

LyingasleeponthehospitalbedTshepocouldsee

Leruo'swhiteconversesneakerwalkingthroughthe

hospitaldoor,helookeduptohishandandnoticed

thatknifeonhishandagainthenhelifteditand

plungeditonhisheart!!!Hegraspedandalmostfell

offthehospitalbedashewokeup...Hefrownedas

heputhishandoverhisbandagedchestthenhelaid

onhissidecarefully...

Hisbrotherandsisterinlawwalkedinshocked....

Hisbrother:Whathappened?

Tshepo:Igotattackedbyacoupleofguysbythe

road,

Him:Where?

Tshepo:Istoppedonthesideoftheroadtotakea

leakandtheycameoutofnowhere
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Him:Whatdidthepolicesay?

Tshepo:Idon'tseetheneedtoreport,itwasdark.I

didn'trecognisethem.Andtheyranoffassoonasi

punchedthem.Thyrealisediwasgoingto

overpowerthem...

Hisphonerangagainthenheanswered.

Tshepo:Hello?

Voice:Tshepoyou'retalkingtoconstableMarapo

moMaunpolicestation.

Tshepo:Eerra

Hegotoffthebedandtriedtostandbuthewasstill

hookedtoabloodtransfusiontube...

Him:Whereareyou?WearewithLeruo,accordingto

him youtwohadanargumentthatendedinafight

andhestabbedyouwithaknife.Hewantedtohand
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himselfin-

Tshepo:I'm fine,I'm notpressinganycharges.

Hisbrotherfrownedconfusedtryingtounderstand

whomightbeontheothersideofthephonecall.

Officer:Canyoucomebythepolicestation?

Tshepo:I'm busy,it'sjustascratch,I'm fine.What

didhesay?

Him:Wejustwantedto-

Tshepo:Ishereportingme?

Him:No,heishandinghimselfinfor-

Tshepo:Ididn'tpressanychargesbyeI'm busy.

Hehungupandlaiddownashisbrotherlookedat

him.

Him:What'sup?
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Tshepo:Nothing

Him:Doesn'tsoundlikenothing,(tohiswife)babe

canyouwaitinthecar?

Hiswifewalkedoutthenhesighedandpulledthe

chair...

Him:Tellmethetruth

Tshepo:Imessedwiththewrongone,idon'twantto

talkaboutit.

Him:Whatifthisguycomesforyouagain?what

happened?

Tshepo:Hewon't,idon'twanttoarguewithrich

people.Itneverendswellforthepoor,richpeople

don'tevengotojail.Iftheydotheyevensuethe

state.Idon'twanttocomeoutofthenewspaperand

bebulliedbyFacebookcommunity.

Him:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Tshepo:Isleptwithsomeone'sgirlfriendandwegot
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caught,hestabbedmeandhandedhimselftothe

police.

Him:Didyouuseprotection?

Tshepo:(reluctantly)Yes

Him:You'relying,kantedidthatdoctorsay

somethingaboutre-infection?Kanayou'llendup

sickTshepowaitse?Idon'tunderstandpeoplewho

justhavesexwithoutusingacondom.Ifthatperson

doesn'tmindnotusingacondom canyouimagine

howmanypeopleshedoesthatwith?You're

loweringyourCD-4countkana.

Tshepo:Wedidn'tplanit,itjusthappened

unexpectedlyandyouknowwhenthingsarehotyou

can'tsayletmegobuycondoms.

Him:Nowiseewhyyoudon'twantthistogofurther

becauseifthisguyfindsoutaboutyourstatusyou're

dead.Orevenheryou'regoingtojail...Infecting

someoneisacrime...Molatohelaooelang

toronkong.

Tshepo:Shedidn'tsayanythingaboutthecondom

andshedidn'tsayanythingaboutherstatuseither
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soithoughtsheisalsopositive.Whywouldn'tyou

sayanythingaboutacondom ifyou'renegative.

Him:It'sthatkindofmentalitythatmakesit

impossibletoforustofightinfections.Thisisabout

you,gotshabare-infectionandloweringyourCD4

count.Howmanytimesdoihavetosaythis?

Tshepolookeddownandsighedashisbrother

continuedtalkingtohim...

Ataformerclassmate'shouse...

Ayoungladywalkedinherwaitressinguniform and

putherbagdown..

Her:IsawyourpostonFacebookkoBotswana

police,youhavetogo.Ididn'tknowthatyouabused

children

Bree:No,ididn'tabuseanychildrenit'sthekindof
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chargetheygiveyouifyouabandonyourchild

Her:Illtreatmentofchildren,ireadthatpost

properly....YouIlltreatedsomeone'schild,gapeyou

liedandsaidyoulostthebaby..Youneedtogo.I

don'twanttobeawitness...Tsamayamma...Itold

guywataxitowaitforyou...go.

Breepickedherbagandslowlystoodupaspains

slashedherlowerbody...

AtLosika'sroom...

BatsileleanedoverandkissedLosikaonthe

foreheadashecoughedthenhehuggedAmane.

Batsile:Goodnightbabe...

Amane:Goodnight..Whereareyougoingtosleep?

Batsile:I'llsleepinBree'shouse,sheabandonedthe

houseakere.I'llfindusahousetomorrowwhilewe
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renovatekakwa.

Amane:Ok,Divamanagedtotakesomeonethereto

cleanthewholeplace.Breeeneoboatatota.

Amane:IaskedBasitoborrowmemoneyforthe

DNAtestbuthesaidkeskaabusasotomorrowwe

aregoingtotest.

Amane:.Ok

Hekissedheronemoretimeandhuggedherbefore

walkingintothenextroom whereOreneilewas

sleeping.Hejustpeakedinwhileshewassleeping

thenhewalkedouttoObakeng'sroom...

AtBree'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBatsilewalkedinandputthekeyson

thetableashetalkedtothephone..

Batsile:IsLeleasleep?
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Bame:Yeah,anhourback

Batsile:Ok,seeyoutomorrow.

Bame:Sure..

Hehungupandtookaleakinthebathroom thenhe

walkedinthebedroom andsatonthebed.Hetook

offhisshoesandtookashower...

Meanwhileataxistoppedinfrontofthehousethen

Breesteppedout,andpaidlookingathermother's

burnthouse.Allkindsofpossibilitiesranthroughher

mindbutshe'dneverdarecallAmane,notafterwhat

shedid...Butthecarwashere...

Sheknockedonthedoorseveraltimesandgotno

responsethensheopenedandwalkedinclosingthe

door.

Shewalkedtowardsherbedroom andthebathroom

dooropenedthenBatsilesteppedoutinshortsas

theireyesmet.
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AtBree'sHouse...

Batsilelookedatherasshesupportedherselfwith

thewall,hedidn'tknowtheamountofpainthat

followschildbirthbutheknewAmanecouldn'teven

walkthefisttwoweeksaftergivingbirthtohis

children...

Bree:Hi

Batsile:Hi...Comein..

Hewalkedinthebedroom andpeeledoffherduvet

thenshecarefullylaidonherstomachandputher

headdowntakinginthethrobbingpainofthe

stitches,ithurtsobadshethoughtherwholekuku

wouldjustfalloff...
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Hesatontheedgeofthebedandsighedlookingat

her...

Batsile:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Bree:Atafriend'shouse,ijustwantedtostayaway

from everyonesoyoucanallbehappy.

Batsile:ByleavingAmanewithyourchild?

Bree:Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Ifeellikeafailure...

Myagematesareuniversitystudentsposting

themselvesonFacebookgoingtoeventsandI'm

heredoingnothing.Iwishihadwaitedkasex...i

regretgettingpregnantkamothokesesurewa

nthata.

Batsile:I'm willingtohelpyougetyourlifebackon

trackifthisismysonbutineedyoutoactalittle

maturethanthis.You'rebeingdramatic...ican

handleallmykidsverywellbutonlyifyoucooperate.

Bree:Whathappenedtothehouse?

Batsile:Whenthehospitalcallediwascooking,we
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justrushedoffandforgottoswitchoffthestove.

Thekitchenburnedandthesmokealmostkilledthe

children.Lelemanagedtofitbetweenthebars,

Obakeng,OreneileandLosikainhaledallthatsmoke,

they'reinthehospital.They'rerecoveringwellexcept

forOBK...Heisinacomabecausehetookinmore

dirtythantherest.

Bree:WhereisLeleandThata?

Batsile:WithDiva

Bree:Canyougogetthem?I'lllookafterthem while

Amaneiswiththose.It'stheleasticandoafter

causingthefireandalmostkillingthechildren.

Batsile:Idon'tblameyoubutI'm annoyedbyyour

impulsivebehaviour,youhavetobehavemature

thanthis.Youhaveachildsothatmeansyoudon't

justthinkaboutyourself.Gaongwanaomosadiand

you'resupposedtoworkwithAmanenotagainsther.

Sheisalreadydealingwithalot.

Bree:Ok,

Batsile:Didyoueatanything?
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Bree:No,butiwantsomethingsoft...Pooping

becomesverypainfulwhenieathardthings...Go

batadilotsamashisinceI'm lactoseintolerant.

Batsile:OK,I'llgetyousomethingtoeat...(stoodup)

letmegogetthekidsthenphakelawewillhaveto

talktothepolice.Thismeansyouhaveacaseko

police..Seethekindoftroubleyou'rein?

Bree:Idon'twanttogotojail

Batsile:Youwon't,I'lldomybesttohelpyou...

Hetookadeepbreathlookinginhereyesand

sighed...

Batsile:Idon'tthinkyouwereraisedproperly,you're

selfcenteredandI'm notsayingthisinanegative

sense...It'showyougrewup...Youwerethebabyof

thefamilysoyoudon'tknowthatfamilyisunity,

goingoutofyourwaytohelpothersandbeing

selfless...Youhavethatabilitybecauseyou'reanice

persongenerallybutsometimesyoudon'tthink
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aboutothersgapeyouhaven'thadenoughtimeto

dealwithyourmom'spassing,nowyou'repregnant

andoutofschool,Retsilewalkingoutonyou....it'sa

lot..Theotherthingisyoujustfoundoutthatyou're

verybeautifulanditgetsinyourhead,somethingi

don'treallylikeaboutyou...Thereisnothing

annoyinglikeabeautifulgirlwhothinksshecan

controleverythingwithherface...

Bree:MmekanaihaveimprovedBatsile...Youjust

don'twanttoadmitit...Canwemakeadeal?Iwishi

couldaskAmanebutitshardwithwhatsheisgoing

through...BeforeshefoundoutaboutThatawe

agreedthatshe'dhelpmewiththebabythenican

gobacktoschoolbecauseidon'tknowwhenmy

Mom'smoneywillbein.I'lltalktoasocialworkerso

theycanfindmeaspaceinMaunseniorbecause

nowidon'thavemoneyforaprivateschool.

Batsile:Ammepublicschoolyou'lltakeitserious

whenyoufailedform 5twice..IGCSEisthemost

easiestsyllabus,BGCSEgatshamekelwe.

Bree:Iwasn'tseriousatschoolbecausemymom

spoiledme...Ididn'treadibileididn'tlistensonow
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thatihaveachildandicanmoneyishardaround

hereihavenochoicebuttopasssoicantakecare

ofmybaby.Madiagamamaleoneathataatfirst

theysaidwheniturn21andIhavebeenlooking

forwardtobeing21butnowthey'resayinganytime

after21.Ijusthavetobuildmyfuturebymyself.Ke

taathusamolapengandberespectful.Iwantto

knowifthedealisonevenifthebabyisyours.

Batsile:I'llaskher...Butnnaifyouwanttobepartof

myfamilygaojole,gaotegoitirelela....thekindof

attitudeyougainedrecentlyorwhenyoudated

Retsilestops,youbehaveproperlybecauseI'm not

goingtoletyouhurtmywifeormychildrenincluding

Thata.

Bree:Behaviouryoneakerentsekeitshwarasente

helanerrakanajang?HaveyouheardAmaneandi

arguing?

Helookedatherthoughtfully...

Batsile:No
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Bree:IhavebeenhelpingAmaneatthestallandI'm

learningtobeagoodauntkethokomelabana.Now

kekopagotshwarelwangwanaketsemaskolokadi

weekendihelpatthestallplusafterschoolidothe

dishes,familylaundryandotherthingstoreliefher.

Batsile:Ok,butithinkitwouldbebestifyouasked

heryourself.Ifsheisn'tcomfortableI'llpayfora

nannytohelpyouout.

Bree:Ok,gogetthebabymynippleshurtbecauseI

haven'tbreastfed.

Batsile:Ok

HewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenBreedialed

Amane.

Amane:Hello?

Bree:Hi

Amane:Whereareyou?Kanannakemospatela

ngwanaothokagoamusiwa
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Bree:Ijustarrived,Batsilewenttogethim andLele.

Amane:You'retoolazywithchildren,don'tgetLele.

LeeneThataisluckybecausehewillbefeeding

from yourbreasts.Whenhestartseatingfoodhe

willloseweightotshabapitsa.

Bree:(laughed)Ok.

Amane:Whydidyourunoff?

Bree:Ithoughticouldstartmylifefrom scratchbut

thestitcheshurtandihavetimetothink,kekopa

goreretswelelekadealyaronaofyouhelpingme

withthebabywhileihelpwithotherthingsother

thancooking.Ijustwanttofinishschool.IpromiseI

willbehaveandI'dnevertryanythingwithBatsile...

Wedon'tevenhavetotellanyoneheisthefather.

Amane:Haveyoutoldanyonewena?

Bree:No

Amane:I'llseewhattodo.WhereisBatsilesleeping?

Bree:Onthecouchobviouslyplusihavestitches,

pleasetrustme.Iwon'tlethim dothatbecausei

needyourhelp.Aslongasweunderstandeach
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otheryoudon'thavetoworryabouthim...Iwant

school.

Amane:Ok,I'llhelpyouout.

Bree:(smiled)Thankyou.RayaBatsileatogeleLele

ee

Amane:Ok,bye

Shehungup....

AtAmanda'sHouse....

ThenextmorningAmanda'ssisterswalkedinthe

houseasthetwinsfollowedher...

ShelookedatAmanda'sthingsaroundthehouse

andheadedtothebedroom whereshewaslyingon

thebedhavingpainkillers...
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Her:Yourhouseisnotgoodlookingatall,youneed

tospendtimeinyourhouseandlookafterit.

Amanda:Youdon'thavetobenegativeallthetime.

Her:NaareyogotwengAmanejaanongoitewake

botshelo?Isawhersellingsweetsatindustrialsite

withthatcoloredgirl.

Amanda:Shesellsfoodgonekakoo

Her:(laughed)cansellingfoodevenfeed8kids?

Amanda:They're4..

Her:Thatoneshouldhavejustdied,it'sfunnythat

rapeproductsneverdie.Theylivetoterroriseyour

lives.Weareluckysheisagirl.Ifshewasaboyhe'd

berapingus.

Amanda:MmekanaAmanegaabad

Her:Theverysamepersonwhosleptwithyour

boyfriend?Thatgirlkemoloi,idon'tevenwantto

seemothalawagagwe.IseeLindalikesher,theday

shesleepswithherpoorboyfriendodrivangdithapi.

Amanekelebeletehela..That'swhybadthingsare

alwayshappeningtoher.
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Shenevernoticedshestillhateditwhenanything

negativeaboutAmanecamefrom otherpeople,it

onlyfeltOKwhenitwascomingoutofhermouth.

Amane:WenaoilelangAmanekante?Mamaare

Amanelookslikeherfatherwhichisaverystupid

reasonforhatingyourchild,wena?

Her:WantenaseloseoIsawherfatherspicture.She

lookslikearapist

Amanda:Rapistyatengneelente,Istilldon'tbelieve

shewasraped...Gapekennahelankabitsang

Amanemainalonalamoiphethela.Youcan'tbe

callinghernamesandhatingher...Andyoulong

hatedAmane,istillrememberhowyouusedto

makeherdrinktoiletwaterwhenshevisitedus.

Her:(laughed)Becauseshewasstupidandonea

lopelagonnapartofourfamily.Whoagreestodrink

toiletwaterjustsoshecanbecalled"mysister"

really?
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Amanda:You'reabullyandyou'rethereasonweare

notclosebecauseyouandpapaalwaysfoundaway

tomakeAmaneuncomfortable.

Her:Shedeservedallthat,lookwhatshedidtoyou

now.Ifsheevergetstoobigforherbootsyou

shouldremindherthatsheoncetastedmypoopsoi

canborrowhermynicedress...Sheshouldgetoff

herhighhorse.

Amandalookedather,herheartsunkatthe

memoriesoftheirchildhoodandsheswallowed,she

hadforgottenaboutthat...

Her:Anywaysihavetopassbythehospital,hubby's

browasstabbedbysomeguywithaknife.

Acarstoppedoutside,thetwinsscreamedrunning

outofthelivingroom..

Her:It'sLeruo.
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Amanda:Youcango..

Sheslowlygotupandputonherdressashersister

walkedout,Leruosteppedincarryingthegirlson

eachside...

Leruo:Hey...Howisyourbutt?

Sheignoredhim andturnedtothemirror,shedidn't

evenfeellikefixingherhair.Shejustpickedherhead

wrapandcoveredherhair...

Leruo:Ifyoudidn'tuseprotectionwearerunningout

oftime,TshepoqueuesforthepillskoIDCC

kwa...nowiknowwhyheisafamiliarfacebecause

beforeiwentprivateiusedtoqueuethere.Ifelt

thereisnoprivacywithpublichospitalsand

transfered.Gaelegoreomoneetsebolotowe

shouldgoandtellthedoctorthatacondom broke

whilewewerehavingsexsoyoucangetPEP,kana
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neomoneetsekacondom?

Couldthisbeanothertraptopunishherforthe

unprotectedsex?Herheartpoundedasshelooked

athim.Afterwhathappenedlastnightshecouldn't

predicthisbehaviour..

Leruo:(turnedaroundholdingthekids)Thereisa

boxofmorningafterpillinmybackpocket.Ibought

itjustincase.Entshe

Sheslowlypulleditoutandlookedathim...

Leruo:Ledirisitsecondom ornot?

*

*

Bonussponsorscomingup,mayweallparticipate

toreachthegoalontime.Likeandleaveacomment.
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Atthehospital...

LateronLeruoandAmandawalkedoutofthe

doctorsofficeashecarriedherhandbagandheld

herhand...Henoticedhewasgoingtoofastforher

roastedbuttandsloweddown.

Therewassilenceastheywalkedalongthepassage

headingtothereceptionandwalkingoutofthe

building.Helookedatherasshewalkedalong

quietly...

Leruo:AreyouOK?

Amanda:(calmly)Yeah..
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Helookedatherplainsadfaceandsmiled...

Leruo:Youlookbeautiful...

Amanda:Thanks

Theywalkedintotheparkinglotwhereheopened

thedoorforherthenhefixedthesoftpillowforher

butt,shecarefullygotinandsatslowlybeforehe

closedthedoorandgotinthedriver'sside.

Leruo:Oshapo?

Amanda:Yes..

Hedroveoutassheturnedstealingglimpsesofhis

sideview,heturnedthenshelookedaway.

Leruo:Whatisit?

Amanda:Wereyougoingtokillhim?
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Leruo:No,ijustwantedhim toknockonheaven's

doorswhentheyopenforhim I'dstopandbringhim

back.

Amanda:It'sreallysadthatyouhavenoregardfor

humanlife,thewayyou'reexperiencedwith

weaponsI'm worriedaboutmylife.

Leruo:Don'tworryaboutyourlife...Ican'tbring

myselftopunishyouhardbutyoushouldbeworried

aboutyoursideniggas.Baobonesantsebatsilego

nyela...GakegolobeleAmanda,ifyoucheatI'llkill

thatman...Ifyouhaveacrushonsomeonethebest

thingistotellthem mymanhasagunandafolding

knifeheorderedfrom Amazon.Tellhim thaterea

tsenahagaregadiropeajakukuyameabeaitse

goremonnaobolawakeseasejeleng.(shesighed

andshookherhead)Mmeobonatheotherthing

youshouldworryabout?It'sthewayyoumother

thesechildren...It'slikeyoudon'tfeelthesekidsthe

wayyou'resupposedto...Youcanjustgogetdrunk

leavingthem withme...Somestepfathersarebad...

Somerapekidsorevenjustbeatthem-
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Amanda:(smiledlookingathim)You'renotsome

stepfathers...Thefactthatyou'resayingthatiseven

sexy...Comehere

Hepausedtalkingandblushedthenhecheckedthe

trafficandkissedherbeforecontinuingdriving...

Leruo:ButI'm serious..Mamaokileajolalemdala

yomongwejaana,rightaftertheydivorced.Thisold

guyhadthenervetochangethechannelwhileiwas

watchingtheworldCupfinals,hewantedtowatch

news...Eihaiseobone...

Amanda:(laughed)Katswanneoleentitledgore,

kanawaiponawena.

Leruo:Itoldhim nottoevershowupthereeventold

him gankammonalemamakeagomokola

cheeskopkaclap.Iwaskiddingbuthebelievedme..

Shelaughedandlookedaway...



Iam

Leruo:Bythewaygatwebanabagayoursister

almostdiedinahousefire,didyouseeit

Amanda:Whichsister?

Leruo:WagaBatsile,they'reinthehospital.Isawthe

picturesonfacebooktoo.

Amanda:Makeaturnkeyegobabona.

Leruo:Areyousure?

Amanda:Yeah...

HeturnedthecararoundanddrovebackasAmanda

sighedthoughtfully...

Amanda:Babecaniaskyousomething?

Leruo:Yeah

Amanda:Therearecertainthingsthatusedto

happenathomewhenwewereyoung...Amanewas

raisedatthefarm byherfatherandgrandparents.

Sosheusedtoenvyusandwanttobepartofour

family...
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Leruo:Ok?

Amanda:Myoldersister..Thefirstborninmy

Mom'smarriageusedtobullyAmanealot..Shewas

just...Amanewasthosekidspeoplecallsemataor

alematepe,mamacalledherseruruitmeansa

retardbecauseshewastooslowineverythingshe

didandshewas...Iguessyougetthepicture..Today

ifoundmyselfthinkingabouteverything..Ihad

forgottenbutmysisterremindedmesonowI'm

rememberingeverylittledetailandithurtsmethati

wastherebutineversaidanything...(tearswelled

hereyes)Ican'timagineYameabusingKopolike

that..MysisterusedtomakeAmanedrinktoilet

water,onetimeweweregoingtoaweddingand

Amane'sdresswasoldandugly.Sheborroweda

dressfrom mysisterbecausetheyhadthesame

bodysize..Shesaidnounlesssheateherpoop.My

sisterpoopedinthetoiletandaskedAmanetopick

withherfingerandeat,sheevenaskedhertoopen

hermouthjusttomakesuresheswallowed...Iwas

juststandingthere...Doingnothing...IguessAmane

wasgettingnauseousonthewayshethrewupin
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thecarandmamabeathersohardandtookher

backtothehouse.Shewasbeggingmama,she

wantedtoseethebride...Mamarefusedandshe

didn'tgototheweddingbutwhenwegotbackshe

hadcleanedthehouse.Shemoppedandcleaned

likeamaidbutshewasjust11or12.

Leruopulledoverandhandedheratissue...

Amanda:(rubbedhereyes)Mysisterusedtobeat

her,she'dbeatAmanebehindthehouseandI'djust

keepquiet.Ididn'twanttotakepartbecauseiliked

Amane,shehelpedwithhomeworkandshewas

generallynicebutiguessiwantedmysistertolike

memorebecauseLindawasabigmouth.She

reportedeverythingthatoursisterdidthoughmy

motherdismisseditbutLindahadthegutstostop

hersomostofthetimesshe'ddothiswithjustus.

NowI'm justwonderingifAmaneeverremembers

that...Doihavetoapologisefornotsayinganything

orijustmoveon?
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Leruo:Dotheytalk?Amaneandyoursister?

Amanda:No,Amanejustavoidsthewholefamily

exceptLindaandi.Shouldapologiseorjustletitbe

inthepast?

Leruo:Haveyoueverdiscussedit?

Amanda:No,whenAmanebecamematureshe

realisedshewasn'twelcomedandstoppedcoming.

Shestayedatthefarm andjustcametoMaunfor

school..Welatermetasyoungwomenandshewas

justnicetome.Wegotcloseandevenvisitedone

another...Untiltodayreilanaasadults.

Leruo:Youdidn'tdoanythingtoher...Butitwouldbe

niceifyoutoldherhowbadyoufeel.You'readults

nowandyoudecidehowyoufeelordealwith

misunderstandingsthewayyouseefit.Whatever

youdecideI'm rightheretosupportyou...

Amanda:Mysisterjustremindedmealltheseand

spoiledmyday.Ihadforgotten...MaybeI'llbe

remindingAmanetoo

Leruo:Modirwagaalebale...GasegoreAmaneo

lebetse,gongwegoategomojeleeneandshe
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wonderswhyyou'reallactinglikenothinghappened.

Sheprobablycan'ttellanyoneherlittlesisters

abusedheranditsembarrassingtoeatpoopsoI

doubtsheevertoldanyone.

Amanda:Ok,aretsenerothekechekebananteke

swabelemogowena.Idon'tthinkshetrustsme

anymorebecauseI'vebeentoosneakylately

Leruo:Goinalonesoshecanbefreewithyouas

well.She'llbeabletotellwhenyou'regenuine,ijust

hopeafterthisyouwon'tmakeauturnagainand

attackher.Idon'tthinkyoushouldstillhateherif

you'vefoundlove...Ifyoutrulylovemeyoushould

begladBatsileisgonekanajang?Imagineifihated

someonebecauseofagirlfriendihadover10years

ago...

Amanda:(smiled)Oleviolentjaanawhowould

celebratehavingyou?

Leruo:(smiled)Butiapologised...I'm sorryfor

hurtingyou...Butonlyyounothim.

Amanda:(smiled)Whatever...MaybeI'llcelebrate

afterhealing...Untilthenyoumustsleepwithone
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eyeopenbecauseidon'tplaylikethat.Youdon't

beatmeandgetawaywithit..

Leruo:Kanahagongweosaakewaitse.

Theylaughedasheparkedthecar..

Atthehospital...

Amane'sphonewokeherfrom hersleepasshelaid

nextLosika,sheopenedhereyestoLosikahanding

herthephonewithanoxygentunecrossingbelow

hisnosetapedtohischeek..

Amane:(rubbedhishead)Thanksbabe...

Shepeeledthebananaforhim thenshepickedthe

call...
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Amane:Hello?

Co-Sister-in-laws:Hiiiiii

Amane:(smiled)Hi,haekarelemapreschool

greetingtheirteacherjaana

Summer:Weareoutside,thisothercrazynursejust

toldusthatwecan'tallvisitthekids.Gatwethereis

alimitednumber.Mannesekanaithelabaithaabare

spatelakemotsabone

Amane:(laughed)I'm coming,didihearJune?

June:(hoarsely)Yessislove

Amane:I'm coming..

ShetappedonthegameandhandedLosikathe

phonethenshewalkedpastOreneile'sroom where

shewasdrawingandcolouring..

Amane:Hibaby

Oreneile:Himama...Iwasdreamingaboutthefire,
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Amane:You'llbegettingthosenightmaresforthe

nextfewdaysbuttheywilleventuallystop.It'sjust

trauma.

Oreneile:CanigoseeChase?

Amane:Youcan'ttakeoffyouroxygentubejustyet,

youcan'tbreatheproperlywithoutit.

Oreneile:Ok..

Amane:I'm coming..

ShewalkedinChase'sroom andcheckedhis

catheter,hewaslyingsostillsheputherhandover

hischestandfelthisheartbeating...Sheheldhis

handandsmiledtearfully.

Amane:NeyandLuuaredoinggood...Yousaved

yourbrotherandsister...Wearesoproudofyoubig

brother.Bestrong....

Shefixedhissheetandstoodthereforasecond,
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neverinherlifedidshethinkshe'dwitnessallthree

ofherchildreninthehospitalatthesametime...But

theywerealiveandthatwasworthsmilingabout.

Shewalkedoutandheadedtothevisitorswaiting

room,shetookadeepbreathandblinkedawayher

tears.

Theco-sister-in-lawsallstoodupandsmiledather

assheapproached,theyeachhadstringcloudsof

balloonsforthekidsandplasticsoffoodand

clothes.Tearsfilledhereyesaswalkedoverto

them...Thiswasthekindofsistersshealways

wanted.Shesmiledcryingandhuggedthem crying

asshelaughed..

Theyhuggedhertightlyandrubbedhertearsasshe

smiledwithreddisheyes.Summerhuggedherlegas

theyallhuggedhertearfullyandlaughed

emotionally...
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Diva:Webroughtballoons,fruitsandtreatsforthe

kids.

Amane:Thankyou,ireallyappreciateyourhelp

June:(hoarsevoice)Wealsohaveasurprisefor

you...(clearedherthroatwithherhandonherneck)

Excusemyvoice,ihaveasorethroat.

Amane:Whatsurprise?

Thethreeofthem eachtookouttheirphonesand

pressedatthesametime.

Amane:What?Whatisit?

Shewaitedthentheysmiledandlookedather...

Summer:whereisyourphone?

Amane:backattheroom withLosika
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Theyeachshowedherthe"Youhavesuccessfully

sentP500",shelookedatalltheirphonesandback

attheirfacesashereyeswelledwithtears...

June:Weknowitcan'tbeeasy,especiallyfrom now

ondealingwiththefire.Thebrothersarefixingthe

house...Theydidn'twanttoconsultyoutwobecause

theyknewBatsilewouldrefuse.Weareforyouifyou

needus...

Shelookedatthem astearsblurredhersightthen

shebrokedowncryingastheygaveherahug.

Amane:Thankyou...Youdon'tknowhowmuchI've

alwayswantedsomethinglikethis.Wordscan'teven

describethisfeeling...Ihopeweneverletanything

comebetweenus.

Diva:Never,nowstopcryingyou'llscarethekids.

Amane:(laughedrubbinghereyes)Thanksguys..(to
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June)Wherehaveyoubeen?Yourphonewasoff

Summer:AndKanakowasactingshadywhenasked

abouther

June:(laughed)I'lltellyouallwhenwegofora

vacationsomeday...

Theylaughedastheysatdown...

Diva:Batsiletookthebaby,areyousureit'sagood

ideatohelpBreewiththebaby?

June:Wewerethinkingyoushouldgetamaidto

helpher.

Amane:I'llhandleit,ifican'tI'llletyouknowthen

comeupwithanotherplan.Keikhansetse,itstill

hurtsbutithinkBatsilewillhelpmegothroughit.

Summer:Whatiftheysleeptogether?

Amane:Itwillbehisloss,I'm justtryingtohelpthem.

Idon'thavetohelpthem butiam,soifbanna

ungratefulthenit'suptothem.GapeifBatsilewants
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tosleepwithBreehewillstillsleepwithherwithor

withoutamaid.Iwon'tguardhim,I'm givinghim the

powertodecidewhat'sbestforhimselfandhis

children.Hesacrificedsomuchformesoidon'tfeel

burdenedtohavehischildnearmegapeifeellikei

cancontrolBree.

Summer:IfshetouchesourmenI'm goingforher

headwithanaxe...IswearI'm waitingforthisgirlto

messwithBatsile.I'llslaphersohardshe'llhave

amnesia.

Diva:Likeyourslapwouldhurther

TheylaughedoutloudasAmandawalkedin,they

keptquietandtherewasanawkwardsilentmoment

asAmandastoppedby.Amanesmiledandstoodup

astheyleanedoverhugging.

Thesistersstooduplookingather,knowing

Amandashewasjustheretomakesurethekidsare

dying...Theycouldnevertrustthisoneatall...
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Summer:Seeyoutomorrow

Diva:Bye

June:Bye

Amane:Byeladies,thanksforeverything.

Amandalookedateverythingtheybroughtand

sighedguiltstricken...

Amanda:Ididn'tknowyou'reinthehospital,iwould

havebroughtthem something.Ijustheardfrom

Leruo.

Amanda:It'sOK..Iunderstand..

Amandalookedatherandsighed,perhapsitwasa

badtimeforallthesechildhoodmemories.

Amane:HowisLeruo?
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Amanda:(smiledblushing)Ilovehim...Heisthe

typeibeenlookingforbut...It'seasytowishfora

toughguywhocanshakeyouupalittle,butwhenit

actuallyhappensyourealisethatthisisn'tajokeand

womenshouldn'twantguyslikethat.

Amane:(laughed)whatareyoutalkingabout?

Amanda:Icheatedandhereactedbadly...

Amane:(laughed)Yousaidyouwantaguywith

vavavum andyoudon'tmindclapabecausewenao

stoutu...Whatdidhedo?

Amanda:You'lllaughatmeandgossipwithyour

friendsbutiwantittobeasecret...andforthe

record-iam notavictim ofabuse,I'm justsaying.

Amane:(laughed)IpromiseIwon'ttellanyoneabout

it...Girlwhathappened?

Amandalaughedshamefullyandnarratedwhat

happenedasAmanelaughedather....

SIXMONTHSLATER...
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AtMaunseniorschool...

Thesirenwailedandthestudentspushedthetables

standingup,Breepiledherbooksandputthem in

thebagthenshezippedherbagandwalkedout..

Shewalkedpastagroupofclassmateschatting,

schoolneverreallyfeltcomfortable,itfeltlike

everyoneknewshehadababy..Butbeingshortand

tinymadeitsoeasytoblendin...Butthenwithher

complexionandhairtypeitwashardnottoturn

heads,andshecouldnevertellifitwasjustabout

thecomplexionorherbeingadropoutwhohada

baby.

Shefollowedhundredsofstudentsoutthegateand
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tookoutherphoneputtingonheadsets,oneofthe

prefectsranandcaughtupwithher...

Him:Hi

Bree:Hi..

Him:I'm Jim...It'sBritneyright?

Bree:Yeah

Him:Areyoucomingtothesportscompetitionsat

stadium?Otherseniorschoolsfrom alloverthe

countryareinMaun.

Bree:No,I'm notasportsperson.

Him:Ok,canwegetice-cream then?

Bree:Idon'tdate.Sorry.(paced)Ihavetogo..

Sheincreasedherspeedandcrossedtheroadasa

BMW pulledoverandthedriverrolleddownthe

window.
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Man:Hi,let'sgo.I'lldropyouhome

Bree:I'm fine,thanks

AtaxihonkedattheBMW thenataxiscreamedout...

Taxidriver:Lesangbanabahetseskwele!Abanaba

tshele!I'llgetyournumberplate!

TheBMW driverrolledupthewindowanddroveoff

Joiningtheroad.Breetookdownherbagandgot

herhat,thensheputonherschoolhatandwalked

home.Thisiswhyshehatedputtingonaschool

skirt...

Herphoneranganditwashercousin,shesmiled

surprisedandpicked..

Bree:Hello?
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Her:Hi,Isawyourreportcard.I'm soproudofyou.I

didn'tthinkyouwereserious.

Bree:Havingachildopenedmyeyes,lifeisnotas

easyasithought.Iplayedwithsomany

opportunitieswhenmamawasalive.

Her:I'llsendyoumoneyforthetoiletries.

Bree:BatsileandAmanegiveme1.5Kpermonthso

itsenoughtocovermyexpenses.Idon'tevenhave

expensesbecauseI'm livingwiththem likeoneof

thechildren.

Her:Theyshouldbegivingyoumore,therentofthe

mainhouseshouldbe2.5k.Iknowthechildren's

bedroomsaretinybuttherentisatleast3K.

Bree:Butthey'renotrenting,ididn'tevenwantthem

topaybutAmaneinsistedonmehavingsomething

forthetoiletries.Ican'tmakethem paybecause

Amaneislookingafterthebaby,idon'ttrustthe

nannies...Gapethey'repayingmyschoolfees,

buyingmeuniform andifindareadymealeveryday.

Idon'tbuygroceryPlusBatsileopenedanaccount

formewhereisaveP500fornextyearifipassand
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gototheuniversity.I'm comfortablewiththis

arrangementbecauseifiweretogetatenantlife

wouldn'tbesoeasyandthey'renotsavinganything

bydoingthis.ItbenefitsThatabecausenowthey

canaffordtorentelsewhere.I'm evenafraidthey

mightmoveout...

Her:Movewhere?

Bree:Rentsomewhereelse,it'sjustfearhelayagore

iftheymovewhatwillidowiththebaby.Iwouldn't

wanttobeawayfrom thebabyplusI'm justusedto

thefamilysetup.

Her:(laughed)Yougettingusedtosharingspace?

Shem nnakaogodile.

Bree:(laughed)Don'tstart...

Her:Iwasjustcheckingonyou,I'm happywiththe

changesI'm seeing.IfyoupassyourexamsI'm

buyingyouatickettocomehere,maybeyou'llgeta

boyfriendwhowon'tgetyoupregnant.Idon'tknowif

acondom itchesblackmen.Oskaimaohetse

sekolo

Bree:(smiled)Areyouseriousyou'dbringmethere?
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Her:Yes,

Bree:Ipromiseyou,I'm goingtoget40pointsor44

points.Nothinglessthanthat.

Her:Iknowyouwillbecausethistimemamaisnot

theretoshieldyou.

Bree:(laughed)Mxm

Her:(laughed)Shap

Bree:Shap

Shehungupandopenedthegatewalkingin,Batsile

honkedthenshepushedtheslidinggatealltheway...

Batsiledroveinasthechildrenstucktheirheadsout

wavingatBree...

Chase:(wavedhistestpaper)Igot80%..Comeand

see!

Bree:(laughedclosingthegate)I'm coming!
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SheclosedthedoorastheChaseandDiamondgot

outandmetherhalfwayshowinghertheirtest

papers...

MeanwhileBatsilesteppedoutandpickedthebaby

thenhewalkedinthehouseasLelefollowedhim...

Lele:DaddyI'm hungry..

Breeputdownherbagandwalkedinthekitchen

whereshewarmedthechildren'sfood...

Bree:Gochangeyouruniform andcomeeat...

Batsilesatonthecouchwiththebabyonhislapas

heglancedatBreesettingthetableinheruniform...

Evenaftergivingbirthtohissonshestilllookedvery

youngandseeingherdoallthesechoresmadethe

guiltevenworse....Ofcoursethetemptationwas
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there,healreadyknewthesweetnesstrapped

underneaththatschooluniform butthiswasasetup

heknewAmanewaswaitingforhim tofail.The

childrenchangedtheirclothesandsurroundedthe

tableassheputtheirdrinksbesidesthem them she

stoodbehindLelentlelooseningherbun..

Bree:Whenyou'redoneyouwashyourdishes..Then

wehavetocleanthehousebeforemamacomes

home.She'llbesotiredshewon'thavetimetodo

anything.

All:(eating)OK...

MeanwhileBatsiletookoffThata'sshoesandlaid

him onthecouchasBreebroughthisfoodinatray...

Bree:Hereisyourfood..

Batsile:Thanks..
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Sheplaceditonthetableandpickedthebaby...

Batsile:Howisschool?

Bree:It'sfine,I'm doinggood...Kebatagodira

nursing.

Batsile:Great,youcanattendallthechildrenthrough

thephoneandIwon'thavetopayconsultationfee

Bree:(laughed)Obatagonkgolegajaanong.

Batsile:I'm planningtotakeAmanewithmetothe

campsite,iwanthertoseetheprogress....ifshe

agreestocomewillyouhandlethekidsalone?

Bree:Yeah,wewillbefine.I'llcomesleeponthe

couchsoicankeepacloseeyeonthem especially

Oreneilewithhernightmares.

Batsile:Ok

Bree:I'm goingtochangemyuniform..

Batsile:Ok
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Shewalkedoutcarryingthebabythenhecontinued

eating....

AtTshidi'sgrandfather's....

MeanwhileBamejuniorandTshidiwaitedinthecar

holdingtheirbreathastheylookedatBamesenior

talkingtotheoldman...

MeanwhiletheoldmanreluctantlylookedatBame...

Him:(sippedtraditionalbeer)Howwillievenbe

sureyou'renottakinghim forhisfood?

Bame:Idon'twantthecard,sorryfornotbeingtoo

clear.(theoldmansmiled)You'llremainwiththe

cardandcontinueusingit.Iwilltakecareofhim...

I'vebeenwithTshidisincehewaslessthan6years.

Him:IknowevenLoratousedtotalkaboutyoualot.

Bame:Yes,you'retooold.Allowmetohelpyouwith
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thisboy...Hewillvisityouonweekends.

Him:(smiled)Noproblem,youcanhavehim.His

uniform isinside

Bame:Hewillleavehereincasehevisits.I'llgethim

anotherpair.Thankyou...

Him:You'rewelcome...

Bameshookhishandandwalkedawayastheboys

sighedinreliefandcelebratedinthecar,Bame

dialedDiva...

Diva:Hello?

Bame:Babedon'tforgettotalktothenannyabout

workingthisweekend.

Diva:Wetalkedsheagreed.Shesayssheneedsthat

overtime.

Bame:(laughed)Ok,bye

Diva:Ican'twaittogooutonthispicnic,itsbeena

while.
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Bame:(smiled)You'llenjoyit,bye

Hehungupanddroveoff...

AttheAirport...

Junewalkedoutofthebuildingcarryingtheirson,

shetuckedherhairbehindherearsmilingthenshe

walkedtowardsKanako'scar,sheputthebabyinthe

babycarseatwhilehewassmilingtalkingtothe

phonewithalowvoice...

Kanako:(laughedsoftly)Alright,travelsafely.Bye..

Hehungupasshegotinandclosedthedoor,she

lookedathim withalittlesmilestaringathisphone

thenhetookadeepbreathsnappingoutofitand

putthephoneontheholdbeforehuggingher.
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Kanako:Hi...

Junesmiledlookingathim andleanedovertryingto

kisshim,hopefullythistimehe'dbeabletobuthe

tiltedhisheadandkissedheronthecheek..

Kanako:(smiled)Heybabe...

June:Hey...

Kanako:Comethissideanddrive,iwanttositwith

Blondie

Hegotinthebackseatandpickedhissonsmilingat

him andhandinghim alittlesurprise...

Kanako:Didyoumissdaddy?

Blondieblewairashislipsvibrated,Kanakopulled

hislipsapartandlaughedlookingatthebaby'steeth
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comingout...

Kanako:Moreteeth...OK,!

June:(laughed)Walomagore!

Kanako:Icanimagine..

JunedroveoffasKanakoplayedwiththebabyat

theback...

June:Babe?

Kanako:Heeh?

June:Howcomeyouneverkissme?

Kanako:Nowadaysidon'tlikeFrenchkissing,ifeel

likeit'sunhygienic.

June:Ididn'tsuckthatmanifthat'swhatyou're

thinking.

Kanakolookedatherandlookedawaystillholding
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thebaby...

June:Atsomepointwearegoingtohavetosit

downandtalkaboutthis.Youneverkissmeorshow

anyaffectionandwearenothavingsexexceptif

you'redoingmythroatlegoneinthemostcruelway

asifI'm aprostitute.Ineedtoknowwhatthat

means.

Kanako:ItsimplymeansI'm exploring,iwantmouth

forachange...Can'tyouletyourkukurestfora

change?IthasbeenservingthewholeofGaborone

can'tyouletthemusclerestandgainitstightnessif

thereisanyleft.Can'tyoujuststopthinkingabout

sexforasecond?

Junequietlycontinueddriving...

Kanako:Iwanttogoenjoythisfamilyoutingwithmy

brothers,maybeyoushouldusethattimetolearna

thingortwofrom theotherwiveswhoactuallyknow
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whatmarriageisallabout.

Shecontinueddrivingwithoutaword...

AtAmanda'ssister's...

MeanwhileAmanda'ssisterwalkedinthehouse

whilethechildrenplayedinthebedroom,shesaton

thecouchandtookoffhershoesasthehouse

helperpickedherhandbag..

Her:I'm knockingoff...

Hersonwalkedinthelivingroom crying...

Him:(crying)MamaYamehitmeonthehead

Her:Gohitherback!



Iam

The8yearoldwalkedbacktothebedroom asthe

helperstoodby.

Her:MmagweWalkerhaeWalkerosetete,she

probablydidn'thithim enegabamothulawaripota.

Salearipotamotshegareothe,hedoesn'tknowhow

toplayorsharewithothers.Jedoesn'twantthem to

touchhistoys.

MmagweWalker:Youcangodear,ihiredyoutohelp

mecookandtakecareofthechildrennottoteach

mehowtoparent.Amandashouldhavegonetothe

honeymoonwithherchildrenbecausethey'rerebels.

Ineverknewtwinsaretheseannoying...Mysonand

daughterhavebeencryingthepast2dayskebana

bagaAmanda.

Thehousehelperwalkedoutandclosedthedoor,

Yameburstintotearscryinghystericallythenshe

stoodupandwalkedinthebedroom,sheopened

thedoortoKopopunchingWalker..
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Her:Hey!?whatareyoudoing?

Kopo:(crying)HepunchedYamebutYamedidn'thit

him onpurpose,shewastryingtopassmethebox

andithithim....Itdidn'tevenhurthim hard.Wesaid

sorry

Her:Soyoupunchhim?

Kopo:Becausehepunchedherhardandheisbig

MmagweWalker:Walkerpunchherback...Punch

herhard.

WalkerbithislowerlipandpunchedKopoonthe

stomachassheblockedwithherhands.

MmagweWalker:Heydon'tblock!

ShepickedashoeandwaitedasKopomovedher

handsawayfrom herstomach...Walkerbithislower

lipandpunchedheronthestomach,Kopofellonher

kneescryingasYamesatnexttoher...
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Yame:I'm goingtotellDaddywhenhecomesback,

heisgoingtoshootyoulikeadog.

MmagweWalker:(laughed)Youdon'thaveafather!

Youweremadeinatest-tube.Lemakwerekwere...

Legonedon'ttalkbackatme.Ifihearmyson

complainingagainI'm goingtobeatyoumyself...

Walkertellmeiftheytrytohityou,Snowytellmeif

theyhityouOK?

Thelittlegirlnoddedthenthemotherwalkedout,

WalkerwalkedoverandsteppedonYame'sfingers

withhisboot..

Walker:Ifyouscream I'm tellingmamayoupunched

me...

Yamejuststaredathim ashesteppedonheruntil

hesteppedbackthenshepickedherhandpressed
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herhandbetweenherlegs..

Walker:Bringyourhand..

KopoputherhandonthefloorthenWalkerstepped

onherasshecriedsilentlywithSnowystandingby

suckingalollipop...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atfoodtavern...

AbrownSSGlawenforcementdefendercarpulled

intoparkingspacebetweentheothercars,two

paramilitaryofficerssteppedoutandwalked

towardsthetavern,withwhitepaintedpallets

decoratingthefrontandafourcolourfulgazebos

withoutdoorchairsjusttwocustomerswere

occupyingonegazebo.Theofficerssighedandtook

aseatbeforewavingatthefoodcaravan...

MeanwhileinsidethebigcaravanAmanepickedthe

Frenchfriesfrom thefryingpaninherwhitechef

uniform withahatandmask...Sheplacedthefries

intoabowlwhileherassistantgotthebowland

begunservingthelastplates.Thewaitressgotthe

plateoffoodandservedatwogentlemensittingby
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thegazebothenshewalkedovertothetwoofficers

whohadjustarrived...

Waitress:Goodafternoon..

Man:Hello,thanksbutiwanttobeservedbyyour

manager.

Waitress:Sheistakingpackingupourthings,weare

knockingoffsomostofthefoodisfinished..We

onlyhaveFrenchfries,Russian,meatpietse2and3

spoonsoftswii.

Man:Callyourmanager...

Waitress:Eerra..

Sheturnedandwalkedtowardsthecaravanwhere

shebegunpackinguptheirthings..

Her:MaSSGaleatile,barebabatagoseviwake

wenagape
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Amanepausedpackingupherspicesandlookedout

throughthewindow.

Amane:Bannababaalapisagorebathong,

Assistantchef:(laughed)Gapetheyneverskipaday.

Waitress:(laughed)Nnammaithelabasampone,

whenbossladyisoutshoppingforstocktheydon't

eattheyjustgo.

Amane:DowehaveGingerandSprite?

Sheopenedthefridgeandgotthebottlesdrinks

thenshepouredintodisposalcups,coveredthem

andgotthestrawsthenshewalkedovertothem...

Amanesmiledandplacedtheirdrinksonthetable...

Amane:Goodafternoon..

Officer1:Hi...
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Officer2:(rollinghisweddingbandaroundhisfinger)

Dumelang..

Amane:Howcanihelpyou?

Marriedofficer:(paidfortheSprite)Thankyou,my

wifelovedtheyourtswii.Shesaysveryfewpeople

knowhowtocookitproperly.

Amane:(smiled)Thankyou.

Hegotthedrinkandwalkedaway...

Marriedofficer:I'm goingforasmoke...

Hewalkedtowardsthedefenderasthewalkietalkie

caughtsomesignal.Amaneturnedaroundand

lookedattheotherofficerwhowasstaringather...

Him:Youcanremoveyourmaskyou'renotinthe

kitchen..
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Shesighedandremovedthechefcookingmask,he

smiledandnodded...

Him:Idon'tthinkievergaveyoumyname...Ke

bidiwaMogogiautwa

Amane:Eerra,isthereanythingelseicangetfor

you?

Mogogi:You'realwaysbusy,isitpossibletocallyou

afterhours?

Amane:RingekeyalenyaloMogogi.Isthere

anythingelseicangetforyou?Weareaboutto

knockoff..

Mogogi:Youstillhaven'tansweredme

Amane:It'snotpossible

Mogogi:Howyougetmynumberandcallmewhen

you'refree?

Amane:Ican'tcallyou.
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Batsilepulledoverandapproachedout,Mogogi

calmlyleanedbackandtookouthiswalletthenhe

placedP400onthetable..

Mogogi:Therestisyourtip.Thanksforthedrink.

Seeyoutomorrow...

Hegrabbedhisdrinkandwalkedawaythenhe

turnedaroundlookingatherhips...

Mogogi:Bythewaythatwhiteslacklooksreally

goodonyou.

Shesighedandgrabbedtheumbrellaloweringitas

Batsilewalkedovertoher,heglancedattheofficers

astheygotinthecaranddroveoff.Heleanedover

andkissedherstilllookingattheircarasitjoined

theroadanddroveoff...
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Batsile:Thisisthethirdtimekeithelamthakaoha,

whatdoeshewant?

Amane:Theyeathereeveryday.

Batsile:GakeratemaSSGbaratabokwetegapeba

ratabasadi.Ihopethey'renotafteryouoryour

helpers.

Amane:Bannabaatebathokegontshiwapeloke

seketesengwelesengwe...Eventhosewhoarenot

intheforcestillcheatontheirwivesandmake

babies.Pleasehelpmeremovethis...

Shewalkedawayashefoldedtheumbrella.The

otherworkersbeguncollectingeverythingandputit

instoragesectionbeforeknockingoff.

Assistantchef:Bye

Waitress:Bye

Amane:Kamoso...
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ThegirlswalkedtowardstheroadwhileAmanegot

inthefrontseatwhileBatsilehookedthefood

caravantothecarandgotin,hetookadeepbreath

lookingatherandsmiledleaninginforakiss..

Batsile:Iloveyou...

Sheturnedlookingathim ashestartedthecarand

droveoff.Sheturnedandlookedoutsidethewindow

lostinthoughts...Shestillcouldn'tunderstandwhere

allthesewascomingfrom butevenwiththeworld

notknowinghowThatacameaboutshestillfelt

stupid,themorehegrewthemorehelookedexactly

likehersons...Atruedailyreminderofinfidelity.

Helookedatherashedrovethenhereachedforher

handandheldit..

Batsile:Whatareyouthinking?

Amane:PassbyLiquorama,ineedabottleofwine.
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Batsile:Iwasthinkingmaybeyoucanskipa

weekendwithoutdrinking,whatdoyouthink?Bree

willbabysitforthewholeweekend.Youandicango

tothecampsiteandsoyoucanseehowmuchI've

accomplishedthispastweeks.Everyoneisexcited,

BameandDivaarealreadyservicingtheircar.

KanakopickedJunefrom theairportearlier.

Amane:Istillneedwineandasmallbottleofwhisky.

Batsile:Whiskyyaturababe,gobataoenwagole

monthend.Gaperememberyou'vehadatransplant

Amane:I'venotexceededtherecommendedlimit,

you'retalkingasifI'm analcoholic.

Batsile:nHowaboutyoubuywinehela,theguys

boughtacoolerboxso-

Amane:IwantwinehelakanaWhisky,gapeI'm

buyingfrom thetipsimadetoday.Ideservetorelax

andjustpayattentiontomyselfforachange...

Batsile:True...

Heturnedtothemall...
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AtMmogo'sfathers...

LaterthatafternoonMmogoandLindawalkedout

holdinghandsasMmogo'sfatherwalkedthem out...

Him:Thanksforvisitingandbringingmydaughterin

law.

Mmogo:WeareleavingforMaun

Him:Thislate?Whatifyoufindselephantsonthe

way

Linda:Andwesawtwoonourwayheredaysback.I

wasshaking

Mmogo:(laughed)Lindaisjustbeingababy..Ihave

togobacktoMaunbecauseihaveprivatestudents

thatI'm teachingtoswim,theotherstudenthas

qualifiedforthetournamentsoheneedsmyhelp

trainingforhisgames.

Him:Yougetpaidfortheweekends?
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Mmogo:Theseonesaremyprivatestudentsthat

needextratrainingthanthey'regettingatschool.

Him:Oh,OK.I'm reallyproudofyou.

Mmogo:Thankyou

Theyshookhandsthentheygotinthecaranddrove

offasLindasmiledandsentAmaneandAmanda

picturesofherwithMmogo'sfather...

Mmogo:Iwanttomeetyourfatherwhenwearrivein

Maun.

Linda:Why?

Mmogo:Just,makeithappen

Linda:Ok...

Shesmiledandsentmorepicturesofherselfand

Mmogoatthekraalwhilehewasmilkingthecow

withherstandingbywithabucketofmilk.
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AtRetsile'sHouse...

MeanwhileRetsilewalkedinthehousetakingoffhis

coat,hesatonthecouchandsighedtakingouthis

phone.HeclickedonfacebookandstaredatBree's

pictureinuniform...

HeclickedonThata'spicture...Therewasnodoubt

hewasaMotsumihedidn'tevenbothergettinghis

mother'scomplexion.Hehadnotraceofbeingborn

byacoloredwoman...HestaredatBree'spicture

withalongfacethenhedialedKanako...

Kanako:Yeah

Retsile:Heyman,isBreeseeinganyone?

Kanako:Idon'tthinkso,gatweaskajolaatsena

skolo..

Retsile:Ithinkioverreacted...Imean...It'snotlikei

gotcheated,keithetsempaanditsmyfaultbecause

shedidn'tevenwanttodoit..
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Kanako:Yeahbutidon'tthinkshe'dconsideryou

againbecauseshewantstofinishschool.Batsile

saidhedoesn'twantboyswalkinginandoutthere.

Gatwestrictlyaitshwarelikeagirlhisageandfocus

onschool.Leenehelaodisciplinedtotaobatago

hetsaherschoolandgetaneducation.

Retsile:Realisticallyitwillneverhappen,heis

sharingahousewith2ofhisbabymamas...Ifhe

doesn'twantherwithanymanit'sforanentirely

differentreason.LegaleI'lltalktoher.

Kanako:Alright,cool.

Hehungupandsighed....

Atthehotel(Mozambique)..

Amandhoppedoutofthepoolandwalkedtowards

theshowerwhereshewashedherbodyandgrabbed

atowel,shewrappeditaroundherwaistandwalked

towardsthetablewhereawaitresswasservingtheir
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food.

ShesatdownandsmiledlookingatLeruoashe

talkedtothekidsonvideocall..

Kopo:Whenareyoucoming?

Amanda:wearecomingbackin2days.

Yame'slipscurvedasshebrokedowncryingwith

Amanda'ssistersittingnexttoher,shetriedtohug

Yamewhowasuncomfortablystandingby..

Amanda:Babywhat'swrong?

Yame:Nothing

Amanda:Wantlhammawhat'swrongwithher?

Wantlha:Idon'tknowbutshehasbeenfine.Maybe

shejustmissesyou.
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KopoburstintotearscryingasAmanda'sface

dropped..

Atthemainhouse...

LateronAmanewalkedoutofthebathroom and

wrappedherselfwithatowel.Shewalkedinthe

bedroom andsippedthewhiskybeforetakingout

herclothes..

Shefixedherhairandputonherclothesthenshe

steppedbacklookingatherselfonthemirror.She

smiledslowlylookingatherselfonthemirror,soshe

stillhadthatthing...OK.Shefixedhermakeupand

packedherbag.Batsilewalkedinandandstood

behindherlookingatheronthemirror...Shesipped

thewineandwalkedout...

Amane:Let'sgo...
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Shewalkedinthelivingroom whereBreewassitting

withthebabyonthelapandLelebyhersideeating

motogo...

Bree:(smiled)Youlookbeautiful...

Amane:Thanks,callifyouneedanything.

ShewalkedoutasBatsilefollowedoutside,hestill

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutthatSSGguyatthe

tavern...

AtBame'sHouse....

Lateronthebrothersloadedthebagsinthebag

whiletheladiesgottheirneckpillowsandgotinthe

sevenseater.BameandDivagotinthefront,Basi

andSummerfollowedasBatsile,Amane,Juneand

Kanakogotintheback...
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IfiwereaboyplayedthenBameskippeditashe

droveout..

Amane:Wait,letthatsongplay..

Sheleanedbackandsippedher...

Amane:(singingalong)

I'dlistentoher

'CauseIknowhowithurts

Whenyoulosetheoneyouwanted

'Causehe'stakenyouforgranted

Andeverythingyouhadgotdestroyed

IfIwereaboy

Iwouldturnoffmyphone

Telleveryoneit'sbroken
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Sothey'dthinkthatIwassleepin'alone

I'dputmyselffirst

AndmaketherulesasIgo

'CauseIknowthatshe'dbefaithful

Waitin'formetocomehome,tocomehome

IfIwereaboy

IthinkIcouldunderstand

Howitfeelstoloveagirl

IswearI'dbeabetterman

Batsilelickedandbithislowerlipaseveryone

lookedathim.Summerjoinedinandsangwithher

thenJune,Divatoo...

Basi:Man,someonegotusintotrouble...
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Theladieslaughedasthesongended.Fergie'sBig

Girlsdon'tcryplayed.Amanelistenedtothesongas

shelookedoutsidethewindowthoughtfully,allkinds

ofpossibilitiesrunningthroughherhead..Scary

thoughtstoo...Fearoftheunknown,public

judgement,childrengrowingupwithseparated

parents....Shetookadeepbreathandsighed

hummingalongthewithsong...

Ihopeyouknow,Ihopeyouknow

Thatthishasnothingtodowithyou

It'spersonal,myselfandI

We'vegotsomestraightenin'outtodo

AndI'm gonnamissyoulikeachildmissestheir

blanket

ButI'vegottogetamoveonwithmylife

It'stimetobeabiggirlnow

Andbiggirlsdon'tcry

Don'tcry,don'tcry,don'tcry
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ThepaththatI'm walkingImustgoalone

Imusttakethebabysteps'tilI'm fullgrown,full

grown

Fairytalesdon'talwayshaveahappyending,dothey?

AndIforeseethedarkaheadifIstay

Ihopeyouknow,Ihopeyouknow

Thatthishasnothingtodowithyou

It'spersonal,myselfandI

We'vegotsomestraightenin'outtodo

AndI'm gonnamissyoulikeachildmissestheir

blanket

ButI'vegottogetamoveonwithmylife

It'stimetobeabiggirlnow

Andbiggirlsdon'tcry
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Batsileturnedlookingatherandheldherhand,she

lookedathishandwithoutanyemotional

expressionsthenshelookedoutsidethewindow.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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#158

Atthecampsite....

ThecarstoppedatthegatewhileSummersnored

lyingonBasi'sthighashegentlystrokedherback.

Kanakopausedtextingonhisphoneandturnedhis

headfrowninglookingatJuneasshelaidasleepon

hisshoulderwithhermouthpartlyopen,heshook

offhisshoulderandrubbedhisTshirt...June's

snappedasshegotupandleanedback.Kanako

turnedbacktohisphoneandcontinuedtexting...

AmanetookadeepbreathandsighedasBatsile

turnedhisheadlookingather,hesmiledexcitedly

andkissedherhand...Hecouldn'twaitforhertosee

this.Perhapsitwouldcheerherupalittle...After

kissingherhandheleanedovertoherlips,she

smiledandturnedforhim tokisshercheek...
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Batsile:(whispered)Ican'twaitforyoutoseethis..

SheforcedasmileandsighedasDivaopenedthe

gatethenBasidrovethrough.Sheclosedthedoor

andgotbackinthecarthentheydrovein..

Afterashortdriveeveryonerolleddowntheir

windowsastheyapproachedthereceptionarea...A

signwith"WelcometoMauncamp"hungonthe

neckofhugeelephantstatue...

Diva:Wow...

Summer:Thisisbeautiful...BabeIthoughtyouwere

justsayingbecauseitsyourbrother'sthing...

June:It'sreallybeautiful...

Basiparkednexttoaconstructioncarandtheygot

out.Theywalkedtowardsthereceptionwherethey
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walkedinwhileDifewasstandingbyinspectingthe

buildingwhilehiswifesatonthereceptioncounter...

Heturnedaroundandsmiledasheshookhands

withthebrothers...

Dife:Heyman

Batsile:Youguysaregoingfast...

Dife:(laughed)Iwantyoutohaveyourfirstclients

nextweek....Thecampingareaiscompleteshowers

andthepoolareasisawesome.

Basi:(lookingaroundthereceptionarea)You're

awesome...Interiordesignedirwakemang?

Dife:Thereisaladywainteriordesigner,sheisthe

onewhobroughtinthoseheadsofanimals,ilike

tholoeo...Babecomehere...Kanayouguyshave

nevermetmywife...

Heslidthepeninhispocketandpickedhiswife
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from thecounter,shesmiledandtuckedherChinese

hairbehindtheear...

Summer:Nihao

Her:(smiledimpressed)Nihaoma?

Summer:(laughed)IonlyknowNihao

Theyalllaughed...

Amane:(smiled)Wanhenhao

Her:(smiled)it's"Wohenhao"butyou'repretty

muchcorrect

Amane:MysonwaslearningFrenchandChinese,he

usedtosaythesetome

Her:(laughed)MmewaitsegobuaChinese..

TheguyswalkedaroundwithDifeasheshowed

them around.
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Dife:TheseguysjustcompletedsoI'm doingan

inspection...Everythingisgoodbutifyounotice

anythingwrongwhilecampingherejustletmeknow

Batsile:Alrightsure...

Dife:Bythewaytherewasanelephantatthegateon

Thursdaysomaybeyoushouldputupasign

Batsile:Papamentionedthatelephantscomeasfar

asherebutididn'tthinkitwaspossible.

Dife:Itwillbeagoodexperienceforyourcampers

aslongasyouwarnthem.Elephantsarevery

friendlyunlessyougettooclose...Thenmakesure

youhaveariffleonthepremisesincasethingsget

outofhandbutwedidn'tbotherit,itbrokeafew

trees,ateandjustwentback...Thereisalodgethat

sidesotheretouristswhohidinthetreestaking

picturesbutitleftunbothered.

Batsile:Alrightthanksfortheheadsup

Dife:Sure,ohaboutyourhouse-

Batsile:(loweredhisvoice)Wewilltalkaboutthat
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later..

Dife:Yeahbutdon'tthinkyou'llbespendinganything,

akereyousawthatweuseourownmaterialsand

everything.Youpaywhenwegiveyouthekeys.

Batsile:Yeah,iknow.Kebataennesurprise

Dife:(smiled)Cool

Difeturnedaroundstillholdingtheinspectionform

andwalkedtowardstheladieswherehehuggedhis

wifefrom behindandwalkedoutcarryingherasshe

laughedwavingattheladies.

BasipickedSummerandledthem outtothe

campingsite,BameandDivafollowedholdinghands

thenBatsileandAmaneasshewalkedaround

foldingherarms,heputhisarm overherandkissed

herastheylookedatthearea...

Batsile:AreyouOK?
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Amane:Yeah...It'sabeautifulplace...

Batsile:Iknow...

Meanwhilebehindthem Kanakosmiledandputon

hisairpodthenheclickedonthevoicenoteasJune

walkedbehindhim.

Kanako:GuysI'm goingtoseetheriverside

Batsile:Becareful,stayonthedeck...It'sarivernot

apoolkanawenaogoletsekoMaun.

Kanako:(laughed)Leratadlalakanna...

HedialedThandieashewalkedupthedeckand

sighedlookingattheriverfrom above.....

Thandie:Hey...

Kanako:Hi,shouldipayfortheticket?

Thandie:No,ithoughtI'llspendholidaysinMaun



Iam

andseemymotherbutmyparentsalreadybooked

meaflighttoSouthAfrica.

Kanako:SoOneworksinoMzansi?Ithoughtshe

wasintheUS.

Thandie:Shewasbutshewantstocomecloserto

home,theywantmetovisitthewholeofthis

semesterbreak.

Kanako:Whenareyouleaving?

Thandie:Wednesday

Kanako:Thenyoucancomeherefor2daysbefore

gettingback.Thesechatsarenotdoingmejustice...

Iwanttoseehowgrownyou're

Thandie:(laughed)No,wenarrayou'llgetmein

trouble.

Kanako:Please...

Thandie:(laughed)Whatifyourbrothersrecognise

me?

Kanako:Theywon'ttrustme,youcouldn'teven

recognisemethefirsttimeiattendedyoujustthati

neverforgotyou.LastIsawyoukehakebalaform 5
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kana,doyouremember?(laughed)Olesdudanyana.

Thandie:(laughed)Neelemmelewabongwana,

gompienokeapara36butIwanttolosemore

weight,itsstillalotofweight

Kanako:Butyoulookgood..Youcanloseweightfor

healthbenefitsbuthelaheladon'tlosetoomuch

weight.Don'ttrytofitintosociety'sidealbody

shape...Ilikethewayyou're...Idon'twanttosound

likeapedophilebutyoualwayslookedgood.

Thandie:Yeahmrpedophile,

Kanako:(laughed)Ididn'tsayanythingtoyouthat

time,youwerejustakid.

Thandie:Whereisthatbrotherofyourswhobroke

ourfamily?

Kanako:(laughed)Heisreformednow.Heisagood

guy.

Thandie:I'llalwayshatehim forbreakingmyfather's

heart.WhataboutthatZimbabweanguy?(laughed)

theonewhobutcheredSetswana?

Kanako:Simbaisarichguy...Youwon'trecognise
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him hegainedweight...HedrivesaBenz

Thandie:(laughed)Andthebrotherwiththebigeyes?

What'shisname?Theonewithnicelips

Kanako:(laughed)Batsile,otengonyetseleene

Thandie:Andthegiantscaryone

Kanako:(laughed)OtwaelaBasi,hemarriedadwarf

Thandie:(crackedlaughing)Noooo!Butheissooo

big!Canheevenfit?!

Kanako:Kukuediretswegonegoreengaparele

akere,osiame.(softly)Warengbabewarekebuke

ticket?

Thandie:(smiled)Ifeellikeyou'llsleepwithme

Kanako:Iwon't,Itoldyouthatirespectyounot

engaginginsexualacts.Irespectthat...Ijustwant

ustotakethisastepfurther.Wehavebeenchatting

onthephonefortoolong..Pleasecome..

Thandie:Ihopeyoudon'thaveagirlfriend,Idon't

trustyou.Gakebategobetswakebatho.

Kanako:Youwon't,yousawmyFacebookaccount...
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Isthereasignofawomaninmylife?

Thandie:WhereisBlondie'smother?

Kanako:Wearenottogether,shecheatedonme

and...Itriedtolettimehealmebut..Itdidn'twork

outnowI'm tryingtomoveon.

Thandie:Ok,youcanbooktheflightfortomorrow.

Kanako:Doyouwanttosleepatmyhouseorshould

ibookahotel?

Thandie:Therrakengwanawasetswanahela,your

houseisfine.

Kanako:Alrightcool.Seeyoutomorrow.

Thandie:Bye

Hehungupandtookadeepbreathlookingatthe

flowingriverthenhesighedandwalkeddownthe

deckstepsandwalkedalongthegreengrass

headingtothecamparea....

MeanwhileBatsilepickedthehummerandhitthe
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metalbarsdeepintothegroundasthetenttook

shape...

Sittingonthecampchair,Amanesippedthewater

andsighedputtingherlegovertheotherasshe

lookedatthewholearea,thiswasgoingfasterthan

sheimagined...thewholeareahadtransformedinto

atouristattraction.Shegotupandwalkedtowards

thechalets...Therewasabout14ofthem withtheir

airconandcarshadhangingoutside...Surelythis

placewouldbeupandrunninginjustacoupleof

weeksifnotmonths.Itwouldbeagloriousdayfor

thefamilyiftheydidn'thavethisotherconstant

reminder...

Wouldn'titbesuchabeautifultestimony?losing

everythingtosaveoneanotherandworkinghard

togethertobuildthatempireagain....Tearsfilledher

eyesasshewalkedtowardsthedeckandstood

therewatchingtheboatspassing...thefreshcold

breezepushedherhaironherfacethenshethrew
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herheadbackandpullingherhairtothesidebefore

leaningoverthelogwatchingthewater.Her

psychologistcalledthensherubbedhereyesand

picked...

Amane:Hello?

Her:Hi,haveyoutalkedtoMrMotsumi?

Amane:Notyet,Iwanttowaitforthemoneytostart

rollinginbecauseidon'twanthim tomisunderstand

me.Iwanttoleavemyshareandeverythingtothe

childrenandwalkoutwithnothing.Iwantpeaceof

mind....Iwanttosleepatnightandactuallyfall

asleep.Ihaven'tsleptinalmostayearandmysoul

istired.

Her:Don'tyouthinkitwouldbebestifyouboth

attendedcounselling?

Amane:No,counsellingneverchangedanythingfor

him beforeitwon'tchangeanythingnow,besidesit's

notreallyabouthim.It'sme,I'm theproblem here

becauseican'tgetoverit...(sighed)I'vemadeupmy

mind.I'm hurtingnowbecauseofthedecisioni
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madeandbythetimeitellhim aboutitIwon'tbe

crying.IalwayscryuntilI'm emotionallystabletheni

makedecisionswithaclearmind.

Her:Yourdoctorgavemeyourbloodresultsandyou

hadahighlevelofalcohol.Actuallythat'swhyI'm

calling,icouldn'twaitforyournextappointment.

Amane:I'llstopdrinking

Her:Iwanttoseeyou

Amane:RightnowI'm notinMaun,I'm 2hoursaway.

Wecametoseetheprogressofthecampsite.I'llbe

backonSundaysoI'llseeyouonMonday.

Her:Ok,pleasereducedrinking.Thereisnothing

wrongwithdrinkingbutyouknowthereisanamount

you'renotsupposedtoexceed.

Amane:IunderstandandI'm verycarefulwiththat

Her:Ok,seeyouonMonday.

Amane:Bye

Shehungupandsighedlookingattheriver...
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Batsilewalkedupthestepsholdingachairforher

andalaptopwithabagofsnacks,heputdownher

chairandwalkedtowardsherthenhehuggedher

from behindastheyfacedtheriverwiththeorange

sungoingdownmakingadarksilhouetteoftheir

figures.

Batsile:(smiledholdingherfrom behind)So...What

doyouthink?

Amane:It'sbeautiful..

Batsile:Anditsbiggerthanthemyfirstplot...Even

withBasiusingthequateridoubtwewillbeableto

useitall.SoI'm thinkingweshouldmakeanevent

gardenontheothersection.I'vehiredthe

landscapingcompanytoinstallthelawnthenDife

willconstructchangingroomsandablutionblocks.

Amane:Soundsgreat...

Batsile:Anyways..Iwantyoutoseesomething...
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Hegotthelaptopandputitontheedgeashe

switcheditonandclickedontheiroldwebsite..

Batsile:OurHRandmyassistantmanagerwere

unemployedandtheyalmostcriedwhenitoldthem

wearebackinbusiness....so....onMondaywewillbe

goingthroughouremployeerecordssowecancall

ourstafftoreportforduty.Wewon'tcallthem allat

oncebecausetheothersideisstillunder

constructionbut...wearegood.

Shesmiledlookinginhiseyes,theexcitementand

themotivationinhistonestruckaguiltyconscious.

Batsile:Andnowthebiggestsurpriseofthem all...

Heclickedontheirfirstbooking,5teamseachwith

4membersofcrosscontinenttravellersthenhe

clickedonthesecondbookingbyagroupofnational

geographyteam whowouldbepassingtothedelta...
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Batsile:(smiled)Wearebackinbusinessbabe!

Shesmiledasheleanedoverandhuggedher.

Batsile:Thankyouforthemotivation,icouldn'thave

doneitwithoutyou.

Hesighedlookingaroundandsmiledputtinghis

handsinthepockets...

Batsile:Ilovethisplace,itsbeautiful..Andit'sbetter

thanthefirstone.Youshouldseethedream building

idesignedwithDife...Idon'twanttousealotof

investorssoI'm thinkingofapplyingtoCEDA,they

alsofinancerunningbusinesses.Ihaveagood

recordwiththem becauseihadmanagedto

completepaymentmonthsbeforethebanktook

everything.
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Amane:I'm proudofyou.Ialwaysknewyou'dmake

it...

Batsile:We,rememberthat...It'swe

Shesmiledthenhekissedherandhuggedher...

Atthemainhouse...

Laterthateveningtherewasaknockonthedoor

whilethechildrenwatchedTV.Breewalkedoutof

thekitchenholdingakitchenclothandopenedthe

door...

Retsilesteppedandlookedather..

Retsile:Hi

Bree:Hi

Retsile:Canwetalk?
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Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorlookingathim..

Retsile:Howareyou?

Bree:GostraighttothepointI'm cookinginside.

Retsile:Imissyou...Imissus...

Bree:Idon'twantrelationshipennangkagohela

helankaredilotsamantwane....ithinkyoushould

findanotherwoman.AsformeI'm notinaposition

todate,iwanttofocusonschoolandraisingmyson.

Ifyou'repatientyoucanwaitformetocompletemy

examsthenmaybeyougetachance.UntilthenI'm

notavailable.

Retsile:I'llcalladayafteryourexams.

Breeturnedawayandclosedthedoorwhilehe

stoodthere,hesighedandturnedaway....

Athotel...
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MeanwhileLeruoandAmandalaidonthebed

watchingamovieonnetflix,Leruoturnedandkissed

her...

HerPrEpalarm buzzed,shesmiledwithhislipson

hersthenhelaughedandswitcheditoff,heleaned

overkissingherthenhisalarm buzzedandthey

laughed.

Amanda:Badtiming...

Theygotoffthebedandeachtooktheirpillbefore

headingtothebathroom...

Amanda:Sotellmesomething...Sincetheysaid

yourviralloadisundetectabledoesthatmeanat

somepointyou'llhavetostoptakingthemeds?

Leruo:No,iactuallyhavetotakethem toremain
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good.GapeithelpsyoutoobecausebecausePrEp

protectsyoubetterwhenI'm faithfultomymeds.

Amanda:Ok...

TheydrunkthepillsthenAmandastoppedand

lookedatherselfonthemirror...

Amanda:IsitmeorI'm gainingweight?

Leruo:You'remadam akere...

Amanda:NobabeI'm serious,lookatme

Heturnedheraroundkissedher,sheputherarms

overhisshouldersastheykissedthenshefelta

weirdvibrationbelowtheabdomen,shepaused

kissingandfrowned..

Leruo:What?

Amanda:Idon'tknow...Ican'texplainit...Iffelta
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vibrationinsidemystomach,

Leruo:Kemowa,itoldyoutostopeatinglikefoodis

runningaway.

Shelaughedandsmackedhim walkingoutthenshe

feltyetanothervibration.Shesatonthebedand

lookedathim...

Leruo:GongwekeEtsile...Thenwealsomakeour

ownsentence..

Theylaughed.

Amanda:Haven'tseenmyperiodinawhilebuti

knowitsnotababy.Italwaysgoesawayformonths

thenwhenitcomesbackitcomesheavy.Ibleedlike

I'm abouttodie.Ithinkweshouldgothehospital

justtocheck.

Leruo:Ok,I'llGooglethenearestclinictomorrow
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morning.(kissedher)Areyouinpain?

Amanda:no,thatvibrationisjustweird...

Leruo:Ormaybeitsyourmaternalinstinctskicking

in...Istillsaywemustgobacktothekids.Thegirls

nevercryfornothing...Bongwanakegabaditete...

Gapennasinceyoutoldmeaboutwhatyoursister

didtoAmaneijustdon'ttrustheranymore.

Amanda:(laughed)She'dneverdothattomykids

comeon.Butyeahwecanleavetomorrow...

Leruo:Thankyou

Heleanedoverandkissedher....

Inthetent...

LaterthatnightJunelistenedtofrogscroakingfrom

theriverwhilecricketschirpedatthedarknight.
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Kanako:Areyousleeping?

June:No...

Hegotupandswitchedthebatterylamponthenhe

pinnedhiselbowlookingather...

Kanako:ThereissomethingIwantustodiscussing..

IthoughtI'llgetoverwhatisawinGaboronebut

unfortunatelyIcan't.Theysaytimeissupposedto

healyouI'm nothealing,I'm hating....Iam awarethat

I'm nowtooroughonyouandican'tevencontrolmy

angerwhenItalktoyou.Ilovemyson,hemeansa

lottomeandhishappinesscomesfirstsoidon't

wanthim toseeyouhurting.Idon'twanttohurtyou

withanotherwomanbecauseistillbelievethereisat

leastonewomanouttherewhodoesn'tcheat.Iwant

topursuethat...Lenyalolaronakebonalesenyegile

totaandifwekeeptryingwewillhurtoneanother

further.Iam movingout...Wellsinceyouhaveyour

ownhouseandihaveminemaybeyoucanmoveout.

Atleastnesetseisererekeahousetogether.Ke
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kopadivorcemmegapeeledivorceepeaceful,ke

tsayagorewebothhavereputationstoprotect...We

don'tevenhavetotellpeoplewhywe'redivorcing.

Wejustannouncegorewehaveagreedtodivorce

andrequestforeveryonetorespectourprivacy.

June'sheartpoundedasshelookedathim...

*

*

*

*

*
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[09/18,05:37]Ntsiki:

#159

InsideBatsile'stent...

ThenextmorningBatsile'smovedcloserashis

bonerpokedAmane'sbuttbutshejustlaidthere,he

gentlyrubbedherbuttandhookedhisfingeronher

pantiespullingthem.

Itwasawkwardhowthishandusedtomakeher

bloodrushbutnowitfeltlikeafeather,thefeeling

wasdifferent...Itmadeherrelaxandsleepy...It

didn'tmakeherclittwitchorgetherpussymuscleto

contract,insteadshestillwonderedwhyheuseda

condom...Imeanyesyougottempted,yesithad

beenayearwithoutsexbutdidyouithavetobe

unprotectedsex?Notevenonce!Didyouforgetyour

wifeandchildren...HowdoweevenexplainThatato

thechildrenwhentheygrowup...
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Batsilegentlypulleddownherpantiesthenheturned

heraroundandkissedherneckasshelaidonher

back,sheputherotherhandunderneathherhead

whilehecaressedher,itwouldbenicetofeelher

handsoverhisback,maybeherhandsonhischest

orjustalittlesoundcomingoutofhermouthjust

likeoldtimes...Hepickedherhandandplacediton

hisbackbeforewhisperinginherear..

Batsile:Babepleasetouchme..

Amane:(lyingonherback)Diraohetsekebatago

thapa.

Batsile:Ok...

Helookedinhereyeswithalongfacethenhepulled

outhisDandslidin,heclosedhiseyespicturedtheir

firstnightinthesuburbs,hekissedherneck

imagininghowherhandsmovedaroundhisbody,

howshemovedherwaistfrom underneathmeeting
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hisbodyhalfwayastheyclappedagainstone

another.Howheflippedherandputherontopand

howshemadewomenontopseem soeasy...

Amane:You'retakingtoolong...Nnakebatago

tsoga..

Stillontopofherhetriedblockingoutherwordsjust

sohecouldreachtheclimaxbuthebegunpushing

hischest...

Batsile:(panting)Wait

Amane:Waadiegatherrakanagonnabothoko

jaanong!Siakooakereoganagocummer.

Hespedupasshepushedhim,hepressedher

wristsdownthenshestruggledtogethim off....

Amane:(angrily)Batsilehologamogonnawa



Iam

mpolaya!

Heloweredhimselfdeeperandsheslippedouther

handoutofhisgripandpushedhim off,hesaton

thecarpetputtingonherclothesthenshegotout

withherbathingset.

Amane:Mxm!

Helaidonhisbacklookingupthententthenhe

strokedhimselfuntilhereleased.Hegrabbedthe

towelandwipedhimselfthenhelaidonhisback

staringattentroof.Hepickedthepillowandcovered

hisfaceashiseyeswelled...

InKanako'stent...

Meanwhileinthenexttent,KanakoputonhisTshirt

andgothisphone,hepickedoneairpodand



Iam

steppedout.AssoonashezippedthetentJune

openedhisbackbagandpickedtheremainingpod.

Sheinserteditinherearandwaitedasthephone

rang....

Younggirl:(sleepy)Hello?

Kanako:(huskyvoice)Heygoodmorning

Younggirl:(laughedsoftly)Ilovethesoundofyour

voiceinthemorning...

Kanako:Howdidyousleep?

Younggirl:Good..

Kanako:Ok,imanagedtopayforyourticketonline.

Areyoureadytocome?

Younggirl:I'm goingtodomyhairandgetmynails

donethenI'm callingJessie'sMakeupgoreantire

montlebeforeicatchmynextflight...Kebatlagogo

charma.Idon'twanttolooklikeafirstyearstudent

Kanako:(laughed)KegosendelemadiorekeG-

string?



Iam

Younggirl:(laughed)Ng...Whichonedoyouwant

metowear?

Kanako:Surpriseme.

Younggirl:Wewon'thavesexthoughright?

Kanako:No,butI'm goingtotouchitandkissthat

littlething.

Younggirl:(laughed)OK

Kanako:Letmewirethemoney,I'llcallyoulaterOK?

Younggirl:Okbye

Thecallendedandheplayedmusic.Shetookoffhis

podandplaceditbackonhisdevicecontainerthen

sheputonherclothesandtookhertoiletrybag.

Inthefemaleshowers...

Junewalkedintheblockwhiletheladieswereeach

standingintheirshowersseparatedbydivision



Iam

walls..

Shehungherbagonthehookandtookoffher

clothesbeforebalancingtheshowerwaterasthe

ladieschatted...

Diva:Iwanttofiremynanny,idon'tlikethewayshe

dressesandI'vetoldhercountlesstimestodress

properly.

Summer:Sheshouldrespectherjobanddress

properly.Wedon'tgotoworkwithshorts.Whya

tsayatiroyagagwelessthan

Amane:Letthepoorgirldresscomfortably,house

choresareexhaustingandyoucan'tcomparehouse

keepingtoanofficejob.GapeifBamewantstofuck

thatgirlhewillfuckherevenifsheiswearing

mosesewaSehererokanamothangoma...Evenif

shedresseslikethisIslamicwomenhewillstillpull

upthatlongdress,fuckherandleaveherbabyin

theretoo.Youcan'tliveyourlifetryingnottotempta

man.Thenextthingyou'llbesayingsheshouldn't
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wearmakeupbecauseBamewillfallforher...

Diva:Butidon'twantminiskirtsorshortsinmy

house.Idon'twantmyhusbandtoseeherthighs...I

justdon'tfeelcomfortable.

Amane:Thenhirea40yearoldmaid...Youcan'thire

ateenagerandexpecthertodresslikeanadult.

June:Ihireda45yearold,sherespectsmeandher

childrenaregrown.Shesometimesevenadviceme

onwhattodowithBlondie.

Amane:Mmeleene40yearolddon'tthinkaman

can'tsleepwithher,ifamanwantstocheathecan

cheatwithanyone,whetheryoungorold.Youcan't

stopamanfrom cheatingifit'sinhismind,hesees

whathewantstosee.

June:(washingherface)LadiesI'm getting

divorced...

Theyallstoppedtheirshowersandkeptquiet.They

steppedoutblockingtheirbreastsandlookedather

showerthensheslowlysteppedoutrubbingdown



Iam

herface...

June:Beforeyoujudgehim...Icheated...I'm sorryi

didn'ttellyou...Iwasembarrassed.Hecaughtmein

atowelwithanotherman,hesawcondomsandall...

Summer:Youhadliterallyjustgotmarriedweeks

beforethat..

June:Iknow..

Amane:Whydidyoucheat?

June:Honestlyit'snotthatidon'tlovemyhusband,i

lovehim butimetthisguyattherestaurant...We

startedtalkingandendeduptalkingaboutsextoys,

fantasiesandjustcrazythingsyouwouldn'tjusttalk

toyourhusbandabout.Ididn'tthinkI'dbecaught,i

justwantedtoseehowitfeels...WeflewtoSouth

Africaandboughtallkindsofsextoysthenwe

startedplayingaroundanditjusthappened.

Amane:(sighed)Idon'tknowwhattosay....Iknow

it'shardtotalkaboutsexfantasiesbutbringing

anotherpersonisbadbecauseyoumightendup
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pregnant.Athirdpersongobataeleagreement.If

I'm goingtofantasiseaboutathreesomeitwouldbe

withmyhusbandnotsomestranger..

June:Iwasn'tevencomfortableifeltsobadand

embarrassed

Summer:Bathodifantasykeengjaanong?

Diva:Somethingcrazyandoutofthisworldyou'd

liketododuringsex...I'vealwayswantedtotryanal

sexandswinging.

June:Iliketoysandiwantathreesomebutwithtwo

guys...obviouslyyathreesomeistotallyout.Kanako

wouldneverbuttoyshewouldhaveprobablyagreed

iwasjustembarrassed.

Amane:Ifantasiseaboutathreesome,twoladies

oneguythough...(laughed)Actuallyijustwantto

watch..Idon'twanttotakepart...Kebatagobona

hela...kooreevenifitsnotmymanijustwantto

watchpeoplehavingsexlivehelakebonagotswa

gotsena

Summer:(laughed)Iwanttokissawomanifleraya

moo...GrowingupIwantedtobealesbian.Koore



Iam

helabolesbiangabonafuture.Bomonateole

ngwanahaonnamogologareothwaagaleka

botshelo..

Theylaughed...

Amane:Ialsowanttodivorce...

Theystoppedlaughingandlookedatherasshe

wrappedherselfwithatowel...

Amane:Idon'tthinkiloveBatsileanymore...Ifilove

him maybenotnow...IjustgetangrythemoreThata

grows.IthinkpartofmewashopingtheDNAresults

wouldsayotherwise.Ithinkiftherewasn'tachildI'd

probablyforgivehim butlookingathistrackrecord,

he'llprobablyhaveanotherchildwithanother

womaninthefuture.Ithinkit'sbestijustwalkaway.

Diva:Juneisuggestyoufightforyourmarriage

becauseyou'reonthewronghere



Iam

Summer:Ohhellno,whenamanisdonewithyouhe

isdone.Especiallywhenheflat-outtellsyoukoore

heisnotevenplanningtocomefuckyouevenwhen

heisstranded.Givehim thedivorceandmoveon...

Yesitwillhurtbutitsforthebest.Shem you'llnever

breaththemma...Heisgoingtoabuseyouand

accuseyouevenwhenyou'renotcheating.Leene

heisdamagedandheisgoingtocontrolthenext

girl.

June:Heisplanningtohaveagirlatthehouse,he

toldmetoleavebutIwanttomeetthatlittlegirl.

Amane:Ihateconfrontinganotherwoman,justdon't.

Talktohim

Summer:Don'ttalktohim aboutanything,healready

toldyouheisout.Packyourbagandgivetheguya

break.Hecan'tbreathlookingatyou.

Amane:Probablytrue,ican'tstandBatsile...Wa

ntenatotaandican'tpretendanymore.Evensexi

feelnothing...Butpleasedon'tletthebrothersknow

aboutthisbecauseI'm onlygoingtotellhim ina

coupleofmonthswhenheisfinanciallystable.Ga
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kebategoreaakanyegoreI'm leavingbecausehe

doesn'thavemoney.I'm leavingbecauseican't

handleseeinghischildfrom cheating.IloveThata

andBree,sherespectsmeandthehouseispeaceful,

leeneBatsiletotaoitshwarasentebutijustcan't

handlethesituationandIthinkit'sbestileavehim

beforeIhurthim becauseican'tevengivehim sex.

Diva:WenaAmaneyouneedtomoveawayfrom

Bree,thesetupisjustcrazy.Youcan'tgetover

betrayalwhilesharingahousewiththeverysame

womanyourhusbandsleptwith.Takingcareofher

baby?That'sjustwrong,youneedtobeawayto

digestitthenastimegoesonyoucanletthem in

yourhomeslowly.

Summer:IwouldhavelongkilledBreeandherlittle

baby.I'm soevilidon'tthinkI'm awoman,maybe

that'swhyGoddidn'tfinishcreatingmebecausehe

knewI'dterrorisecrazypeople.

Theylaughedastheygotdressedandfixed

themselvesthentheyheadedtothecookingarea
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andbeguncooking...

MeanwhileKanakosteppedoutofthetentand

walkedtowardsthetreewheretheguyswere

standingchoppingwood...

Kanako:IhavetogobacktoMaun.Thereisan

emergencyatthehospital.

Basi:OlesaJune?Kanawaboa?

Kanako:BythewayI'm gettingdivorced.Idon'tthink

Iwantheranymore

Bame:Wait,wait

Kanako:(walkingaway)Guyspeoplearedyingatthe

hospital,I'llbebacklater.

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff

AtWantlha'sHouse...



Iam

LaterthatafternoonLeruoandAmandasteppedout

ofthecarandwalkedtowardsthehouse...

Amanda:Hercarisnothere,gorayaodule

Leruo:Maybethey'rewiththenanny

Theywalkedinthehouseasoneofthechildren

bangedthebathroom door..

Amanda:Yame!?

LeruoandAmandapacedandstoppedbythe

laundryroom whereWalkerwasstandingbythe

doorwashingmachine,someonebangedfrom the

insidethenAmandaranoverandopenedthe

washingmachine,Yamestopupandgraspedfor

haircoveredbywetwashingpower...
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AmandaturnedaroundandlookedatWalker...

Amanda:Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Shebitherlowerlipandsmackedhisheadonthe

wall.Leruograbbedherandpulledherbackas

Walkerfellonthefloor..

Amanda:Nxla!Ntogelekenyedisaserathanase!

Hersisterandthehusbandarrivedwithshopping

plasticsasLeruopulledbackAmanda.

*

*

*

*



Iam
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InsideBatsile'stent...

ThenextmorningBatsile'smovedcloserashis

bonerpokedAmane'sbuttbutshejustlaidthere,he

gentlyrubbedherbuttandhookedhisfingeronher

pantiespullingthem.

Itwasawkwardhowthishandusedtomakeher

bloodrushbutnowitfeltlikeafeather,thefeeling

wasdifferent...Itmadeherrelaxandsleepy...It

didn'tmakeherclittwitchorgetherpussymuscleto

contract,insteadshestillwonderedwhyheuseda

condom...Imeanyesyougottempted,yesithad

beenayearwithoutsexbutdidyouithavetobe

unprotectedsex?Notevenonce!Didyouforgetyour

wifeandchildren...HowdoweevenexplainThatato
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thechildrenwhentheygrowup...

Batsilegentlypulleddownherpantiesthenheturned

heraroundandkissedherneckasshelaidonher

back,sheputherotherhandunderneathherhead

whilehecaressedher,itwouldbenicetofeelher

handsoverhisback,maybeherhandsonhischest

orjustalittlesoundcomingoutofhermouthjust

likeoldtimes...Hepickedherhandandplacediton

hisbackbeforewhisperinginherear..

Batsile:Babepleasetouchme..

Amane:(lyingonherback)Diraohetsekebatago

thapa.

Batsile:Ok...

Helookedinhereyeswithalongfacethenhepulled

outhisDandslidin,heclosedhiseyespicturedtheir

firstnightinthesuburbs,hekissedherneck

imagininghowherhandsmovedaroundhisbody,
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howshemovedherwaistfrom underneathmeeting

hisbodyhalfwayastheyclappedagainstone

another.Howheflippedherandputherontopand

howshemadewomenontopseem soeasy...

Amane:You'retakingtoolong...Nnakebatago

tsoga..

Stillontopofherhetriedblockingoutherwordsjust

sohecouldreachtheclimaxbuthebegunpushing

hischest...

Batsile:(panting)Wait

Amane:Waadiegatherrakanagonnabothoko

jaanong!Siakooakereoganagocummer.

Hespedupasshepushedhim,hepressedher

wristsdownthenshestruggledtogethim off....
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Amane:(angrily)Batsilehologamogonnawa

mpolaya!

Heloweredhimselfdeeperandsheslippedouther

handoutofhisgripandpushedhim off,hesaton

thecarpetputtingonherclothesthenshegotout

withherbathingset.

Amane:Mxm!

Helaidonhisbacklookingupthententthenhe

strokedhimselfuntilhereleased.Hegrabbedthe

towelandwipedhimselfthenhelaidonhisback

staringattentroof.Hepickedthepillowandcovered

hisfaceashiseyeswelled...

InKanako'stent...

Meanwhileinthenexttent,KanakoputonhisTshirt
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andgothisphone,hepickedoneairpodand

steppedout.AssoonashezippedthetentJune

openedhisbackbagandpickedtheremainingpod.

Sheinserteditinherearandwaitedasthephone

rang....

Younggirl:(sleepy)Hello?

Kanako:(huskyvoice)Heygoodmorning

Younggirl:(laughedsoftly)Ilovethesoundofyour

voiceinthemorning...

Kanako:Howdidyousleep?

Younggirl:Good..

Kanako:Ok,imanagedtopayforyourticketonline.

Areyoureadytocome?

Younggirl:I'm goingtodomyhairandgetmynails

donethenI'm callingJessie'sMakeupgoreantire

montlebeforeicatchmynextflight...Kebatlagogo

charma.Idon'twanttolooklikeafirstyearstudent

Kanako:(laughed)KegosendelemadiorekeG-

string?



Iam

Younggirl:(laughed)Ng...Whichonedoyouwant

metowear?

Kanako:Surpriseme.

Younggirl:Wewon'thavesexthoughright?

Kanako:No,butI'm goingtotouchitandkissthat

littlething.

Younggirl:(laughed)OK

Kanako:Letmewirethemoney,I'llcallyoulaterOK?

Younggirl:Okbye

Thecallendedandheplayedmusic.Shetookoffhis

podandplaceditbackonhisdevicecontainerthen

sheputonherclothesandtookhertoiletrybag.

Inthefemaleshowers...

Junewalkedintheblockwhiletheladieswereeach

standingintheirshowersseparatedbydivision
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walls..

Shehungherbagonthehookandtookoffher

clothesbeforebalancingtheshowerwaterasthe

ladieschatted...

Diva:Iwanttofiremynanny,idon'tlikethewayshe

dressesandI'vetoldhercountlesstimestodress

properly.

Summer:Sheshouldrespectherjobanddress

properly.Wedon'tgotoworkwithshorts.Whya

tsayatiroyagagwelessthan

Amane:Letthepoorgirldresscomfortably,house

choresareexhaustingandyoucan'tcomparehouse

keepingtoanofficejob.GapeifBamewantstofuck

thatgirlhewillfuckherevenifsheiswearing

mosesewaSehererokanamothangoma...Evenif

shedresseslikethisIslamicwomenhewillstillpull

upthatlongdress,fuckherandleaveherbabyin

theretoo.Youcan'tliveyourlifetryingnottotempta

man.Thenextthingyou'llbesayingsheshouldn't
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wearmakeupbecauseBamewillfallforher...

Diva:Butidon'twantminiskirtsorshortsinmy

house.Idon'twantmyhusbandtoseeherthighs...I

justdon'tfeelcomfortable.

Amane:Thenhirea40yearoldmaid...Youcan'thire

ateenagerandexpecthertodresslikeanadult.

June:Ihireda45yearold,sherespectsmeandher

childrenaregrown.Shesometimesevenadviceme

onwhattodowithBlondie.

Amane:Mmeleene40yearolddon'tthinkaman

can'tsleepwithher,ifamanwantstocheathecan

cheatwithanyone,whetheryoungorold.Youcan't

stopamanfrom cheatingifit'sinhismind,hesees

whathewantstosee.

June:(washingherface)LadiesI'm getting

divorced...

Theyallstoppedtheirshowersandkeptquiet.They

steppedoutblockingtheirbreastsandlookedather

showerthensheslowlysteppedoutrubbingdown



Iam

herface...

June:Beforeyoujudgehim...Icheated...I'm sorryi

didn'ttellyou...Iwasembarrassed.Hecaughtmein

atowelwithanotherman,hesawcondomsandall...

Summer:Youhadliterallyjustgotmarriedweeks

beforethat..

June:Iknow..

Amane:Whydidyoucheat?

June:Honestlyit'snotthatidon'tlovemyhusband,i

lovehim butimetthisguyattherestaurant...We

startedtalkingandendeduptalkingaboutsextoys,

fantasiesandjustcrazythingsyouwouldn'tjusttalk

toyourhusbandabout.Ididn'tthinkI'dbecaught,i

justwantedtoseehowitfeels...WeflewtoSouth

Africaandboughtallkindsofsextoysthenwe

startedplayingaroundanditjusthappened.

Amane:(sighed)Idon'tknowwhattosay....Iknow

it'shardtotalkaboutsexfantasiesbutbringing

anotherpersonisbadbecauseyoumightendup
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pregnant.Athirdpersongobataeleagreement.If

I'm goingtofantasiseaboutathreesomeitwouldbe

withmyhusbandnotsomestranger..

June:Iwasn'tevencomfortableifeltsobadand

embarrassed

Summer:Bathodifantasykeengjaanong?

Diva:Somethingcrazyandoutofthisworldyou'd

liketododuringsex...I'vealwayswantedtotryanal

sexandswinging.

June:Iliketoysandiwantathreesomebutwithtwo

guys...obviouslyyathreesomeistotallyout.Kanako

wouldneverbuttoyshewouldhaveprobablyagreed

iwasjustembarrassed.

Amane:Ifantasiseaboutathreesome,twoladies

oneguythough...(laughed)Actuallyijustwantto

watch..Idon'twanttotakepart...Kebatagobona

hela...kooreevenifitsnotmymanijustwantto

watchpeoplehavingsexlivehelakebonagotswa

gotsena

Summer:(laughed)Iwanttokissawomanifleraya

moo...GrowingupIwantedtobealesbian.Koore



Iam

helabolesbiangabonafuture.Bomonateole

ngwanahaonnamogologareothwaagaleka

botshelo..

Theylaughed...

Amane:Ialsowanttodivorce...

Theystoppedlaughingandlookedatherasshe

wrappedherselfwithatowel...

Amane:Idon'tthinkiloveBatsileanymore...Ifilove

him maybenotnow...IjustgetangrythemoreThata

grows.IthinkpartofmewashopingtheDNAresults

wouldsayotherwise.Ithinkiftherewasn'tachildI'd

probablyforgivehim butlookingathistrackrecord,

he'llprobablyhaveanotherchildwithanother

womaninthefuture.Ithinkit'sbestijustwalkaway.

Diva:Juneisuggestyoufightforyourmarriage

becauseyou'reonthewronghere



Iam

Summer:Ohhellno,whenamanisdonewithyouhe

isdone.Especiallywhenheflat-outtellsyoukoore

heisnotevenplanningtocomefuckyouevenwhen

heisstranded.Givehim thedivorceandmoveon...

Yesitwillhurtbutitsforthebest.Shem you'llnever

breaththemma...Heisgoingtoabuseyouand

accuseyouevenwhenyou'renotcheating.Leene

heisdamagedandheisgoingtocontrolthenext

girl.

June:Heisplanningtohaveagirlatthehouse,he

toldmetoleavebutIwanttomeetthatlittlegirl.

Amane:Ihateconfrontinganotherwoman,justdon't.

Talktohim

Summer:Don'ttalktohim aboutanything,healready

toldyouheisout.Packyourbagandgivetheguya

break.Hecan'tbreathlookingatyou.

Amane:Probablytrue,ican'tstandBatsile...Wa

ntenatotaandican'tpretendanymore.Evensexi

feelnothing...Butpleasedon'tletthebrothersknow

aboutthisbecauseI'm onlygoingtotellhim ina

coupleofmonthswhenheisfinanciallystable.Ga
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kebategoreaakanyegoreI'm leavingbecausehe

doesn'thavemoney.I'm leavingbecauseican't

handleseeinghischildfrom cheating.IloveThata

andBree,sherespectsmeandthehouseispeaceful,

leeneBatsiletotaoitshwarasentebutijustcan't

handlethesituationandIthinkit'sbestileavehim

beforeIhurthim becauseican'tevengivehim sex.

Diva:WenaAmaneyouneedtomoveawayfrom

Bree,thesetupisjustcrazy.Youcan'tgetover

betrayalwhilesharingahousewiththeverysame

womanyourhusbandsleptwith.Takingcareofher

baby?That'sjustwrong,youneedtobeawayto

digestitthenastimegoesonyoucanletthem in

yourhomeslowly.

Summer:IwouldhavelongkilledBreeandherlittle

baby.I'm soevilidon'tthinkI'm awoman,maybe

that'swhyGoddidn'tfinishcreatingmebecausehe

knewI'dterrorisecrazypeople.

Theylaughedastheygotdressedandfixed

themselvesthentheyheadedtothecookingarea
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andbeguncooking...

MeanwhileKanakosteppedoutofthetentand

walkedtowardsthetreewheretheguyswere

standingchoppingwood...

Kanako:IhavetogobacktoMaun.Thereisan

emergencyatthehospital.

Basi:OlesaJune?Kanawaboa?

Kanako:BythewayI'm gettingdivorced.Idon'tthink

Iwantheranymore

Bame:Wait,wait

Kanako:(walkingaway)Guyspeoplearedyingatthe

hospital,I'llbebacklater.

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff

AtWantlha'sHouse...



Iam

LaterthatafternoonLeruoandAmandasteppedout

ofthecarandwalkedtowardsthehouse...

Amanda:Hercarisnothere,gorayaodule

Leruo:Maybethey'rewiththenanny

Theywalkedinthehouseasoneofthechildren

bangedthebathroom door..

Amanda:Yame!?

LeruoandAmandapacedandstoppedbythe

laundryroom whereWalkerwasstandingbythe

doorwashingmachine,someonebangedfrom the

insidethenAmandaranoverandopenedthe

washingmachine,Yamestopupandgraspedfor

haircoveredbywetwashingpower...



Iam

AmandaturnedaroundandlookedatWalker...

Amanda:Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Shebitherlowerlipandsmackedhisheadonthe

wall.Leruograbbedherandpulledherbackas

Walkerfellonthefloor..

Amanda:Nxla!Ntogelekenyedisaserathanase!

Hersisterandthehusbandarrivedwithshopping

plasticsasLeruopulledbackAmanda.*
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#160

AtWantlha'sHouse...

LeruoandAmandapacedandstoppedbythe

laundryroom whereWalkerwasstandingbythe

washingmachine,someonebangedfrom theinside

thenAmandaranoverandopenedthewashing

machine,Yamestopupandgraspedforhair

coveredbywetwashingpower...

AmandaturnedaroundandlookedatWalker...

Amanda:Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Shebitherlowerlipandsmackedhisheadonthe

wall.Leruograbbedherandpulledherbackas

Walkerfellonthefloor..
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Amanda:Nxla!Ntogelekenyedisaserathanase!

Hersisterandthehusbandarrivedwithplasticbags

asLeruopulledbackAmanda.

Wantlha:What?!

Shedroppedtheplasticsandranoverashersonlay

onthefloor,shepickedWalker'sheadasithung

loose...

Wantlha:Walker?Nana?(toher)Whatdidyoudo?

Amanda:(angrily)Sheclosedmydaughterina

washingmachine,whatkindofachilddoesthat!?

Kopobangedfrom thebedroom cryingthenLeruo

unlockedthedoorandgother,hegrabbedthe



Iam

closestclothandwipedYamebeforepickingherup

from themachine...

Wantlha:(checkedonthesideofhishead)Heis

bleeding,whyishisnecklikethis?

Walker'sfathercheckedhispulseandcharged

towardsAmanda,Leruosteppedinfrontofherand

blockedhim withonehandwhilecarryingYame...

Leruo:Don'teventryit,okanyela.Youdon'tputyour

handsonmywoman.

Wantlhasteppedbackdialingthepoliceasher

husbandpickedtheirsonandcarriedhim tothecar..

Leruo:Let'stakehertothehospital
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AmandaturnedaroundandgotYame..

Amanda:(toher)AreyouOK?

Leruo:Itdoesn'tmatterifsheis,weneedevidence..I

don'tthinkthatboyisgoingtobeOK..

Leruotookouthisphoneandrecordedashortvideo

ofthewashingmachinewithwaterinsidethenhe

filmedYamewithsoapalloverherhairandher

reddisheyesassheleanedoverAmanda'sshoulder

rubbinghereyeswithhermother'stop.

Leruo:Let'sgo...

Hepickedtheotherdaughterandclosedthedoor

beforegettinginthecaranddrivingoff...

Leruo:Babe...Youneedagoodstatement
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Amanda:Idon'tneedastatement,Wantlha'ssonis

evilwhatkindofachilddoesthat?

Leruo:Babe...Listentome...Putonyourlistening

ears...Youneedtoputasideyourmom hormones

andthinklikealawyer...Youneedagoodstatement.

Ineedtoknowifyou'llhandlethisoryou'llneeda

lawyer.Iknowaninterrogationroom makesithard

tothinksmartbutyouneedtobesmart.Thatpush

hastobeaccidentalforalowersentenceorrather

weneedtosettlethisoutofcourt.Hisneckwasjust

tooweak...Hemightsufferaseriousheadinjury..

Thinklikealawyer.

Amandatookadeepbreathandsighedshakingher

headthoughtfully...

Attheairport...

LateronKanakostoodattheexitwithalittlesmile,

Thandiewalkedouthangingherbackpackonher
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shoulderthenhewalkedoverandhuggedher.

Kanako:Hey..

Thandie:Hi..

Kanako:come...

Hegotherbackpackandheldherhandasthey

walkedtothecar..

Kanako:So...Therehasbeenafewchanges,i

thoughtmycousinwillbeleavingbuthesayshe

leavestomorrow...Idon'twanthim seeingyouhe

mightthinkI'm apervert.

Thandie:It'sok,iunderstand.

Kanako:Yeah,soibookedusaccommodation.

Heopenedthedoorforherthenshegotin,he

closedthedooranddroveoff....
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmandawalkedoutandsaton

thestoopholdingherphone,shedialedhersister

buttherewasnoanswer.

Leruosteppedoutandsatnexttoher...

Leruo:Didshepick?

Amanda:No,(sighed)I'm reallyscared...

Leruohandedherahomepregnancytest..

Leruo:Canyoutrythiswhilewaitingforhercall?

Amanda:Idon'tthinkI'm pregnant,ican'tget

pregnant

Leruo:Please...Ifyou'reyou'llneedmedical
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attentiontomakesurethebabyissafelygrowing.

Shegotthestickandwalkedinthebathroom,Leruo

puthishandstogetherandclosedhiseyescounting.

Minuteslatershewalkedoutholdingthestickand

stoodatthedoor,hestoodupandlookedather...

Amanda:Therearetwolines...

Leruosighedemotionallyputtinghishandsbelow

hischinthenhesteppedoverandhuggedher...

Leruo:Uh...Thankyou...

Amanda:weneedtogoforthescantobesure..

Apolicecardrovethroughthegate,Leruoletgoof

herandsteppedback...Amanda'sheartpoundedas
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shelookedatthem...

Leruo:Rememberyourstatement,ifyoucan't

representyourselfthenletmeknow..

Amanda:Ithinkicanhandleit...Ijustdon'tknowif

thebabywill...

Officer:Hello

Both:Hello

Officer:(lookingather)I'm lookingforAmanda,we

areinvestigatingthedeathofayoungboywhowas

justadmittedtothehospitalhoursback.Canwego

talkatthestation?

Amandaswallowedandfollowedthem tothecar

whileLeruostoodatthedoorholdingthetwins....

*
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Atthehotel...

ThenextmorningKanakolayonhisbackwhile

Thandiesatonhisstomachinherpantiesandsocks,

hesmiledlayingunderneathherandreachedup

holdingeachofherbreastsastheyfilledhishands,

heranhishandsdownherwaistandpulledher

downgroinashemovedhiswaistmassaginghis

boneronherpantiesthenhepulleddownherneck

andkissedher.Heflippedherdownandgot

betweenherlegsastheykissedthenhereached

insidehisboxerbriefsandrubbedhimselfoverher..

Thandie:(panting)Wecan't..

Kanako:Iknow..
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Hekissedherandclosedherthighsthenheslipped

betweenherlegsandhumped...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningLeruohandedeachtwina

plateoffoodandsteppedoutofthehousedialing

Linda...

Linda:Hello?

Leruo:Hi,didyouhearwhathappened?

Linda:what?

Leruo:Amandaisbeingquestionedbythepolice,

shespentanightthere...wecamehomefrom the

honeymoonandfoundWalkertrappingYameinthe

washingmachine,itseemedthewashingmachine

wasspinningtoobecauseshehasscratches,lucky

enoughthewasnohotwater.Amandaaccidentally

pushedwalkeronthewallandnowthey'resayinghe

isdead.Amandaisnotpickingup,yoursistertoo..
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Linda:Ididn'tknowanythingbutmaybeit'sbecause

I'm travelling,iwassupposedtobeinMauntoday

butwedecidedtobookintoanotherhotelandget

somerestbecauseweweresleepy.

Leruo:OhyouweregoingtomeetLeruo'sfather

kana

Linda:Yeah,thisisbad...Soheisdead-deadorjust?

Leruo:Thepolicesaidheisdeadanditspossible

giventhatpush,hehitthewalltoohardandhe

probablyhadabraininjuryorsomething.Ihaven't

talkedtoWantlha

Linda:I'llcallherandfindoutwhat'sgoingon,I'd

hatetobeinAmanda'ssituationrightnow...The

reasoninevertakeWantlha'skidsorjustvisitheris

notjustaboutherbeingtoojudgemental.Herkids

havenomannerswhatsoever,theycaneveninsult

youandshe'lljustbrushitoff...It'snotthatIlike

Amanda'skidsmorethanhers,hersaren'ttrainedat

all.Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifWalkerdidthattoherby

force.

Leruo:Itwasbyforce,hefirstlockedKopointhe
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bedroom becauseshefightshim offthenheforced

Yameinthewashingmachineandturnedonthe

taps,healmostkilledherthespinningofthe

machinewithwaterandsoapwouldhavekilledher

hadwenotgotthereontime.

Linda:Thisisshocking.

Leruo:Ihavetogoseemyfather,ithoughtmaybe

you'rearoundsoicandropthekidsoverthere.

Linda:I'm notinMaun.

Leruo:Alrightit'sOK..thanks

HehungupandtypedapostonFacebooklooking

foranannythenhewenttotheirroom andcameout

withtheirshoes.Hesquattedbythecouchandput

theirshoesonwhiletheyate...

Yame:Whereismama?

Leruo:Sheisstilltalkingtothepolice

Kopo:Didshegetintrouble?
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Leruo:No,theyjustneedtotalkallday.Let'sgo...

Thegirlswalkedoutthenhefollowedthem and

lockedthehouse...

Atthemainhouse...

LaterthatmorningBreetiedthebabybehindher

backandwalkedinthekitchenwhereObakengand

Oreneileweredoingthedishes.Shegotthecloth

andwipedthestove...

Bree:LosikaandLelesantsebarobetse?

Obakeng:(laughed)Theywakeupat12

Bree:(laughed)Ijoo...Theirbreakfastisgoingtobe

cold..

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenshewalkedout
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andopenedthedoor,herfacelitupasshelocked

eyeswithLeruo.

Leruo:Hey

Bree:(smiled)Hi,longtime..

Leruo:Isthatthebaby?

Bree:Yeah..

Shetookhim downthenhesmiledandpickedhim

up...

Leruo:Howwereyouevengoingtohidethis?

(laughed)heisamini-Batsile,

Bree:Ihonestlywasn'tsure,iwasjustakidandi

didn'tknowhowthesethingswork.

Leruo:Areyouthreehavingthreesomes?

Bree:(smiledandfrowned)No!You'resick

Leruo:(laughed)Thenheisstupid,howdoyoustay
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withyourbabymamasandnotservicethem.

Bree:(laughed)Whatdoyouwant?

Leruo:(laughed)Thatwasjoke...I'm lookingfor

Amane,iwantedtoleavehernieceswithhersoican

godosomethingreallyquick.

Bree:They'reout,they'llbebackonMonday.I'm

babysitting.

Leruo:Canileavethem withtheircousins?Themma

don'tabusemykidsrekathaamanakanawaitse

Bree:(laughed)Whywouldiabusekids...Dothey

knowtheircousins?

Leruo:IdoubtakereAmaneandAmandalike

arguing

Bree:ButIthinkthey'reOKnowbecauseI'veseen

them togetherabouttwotimes.

Leruo:Ok...

Lelentlesteppedoutrubbinghereyesandlookedat

thetwins,shesmiledshylyandwavedatthem,the
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twinslookedatoneanotherandsmiledathershyly.

Lelentlehidbehindthedoorandcalledthem over

withherindexfinger..

Kopo:Daddycanwegoinside?

Leruo:Sure!

TheyraninsideandplayedwithLelentle,Leruo

turnedandlookedatBree..

Leruo:Bythewayyoulookhappier

Bree:Ijustwanttofinishschoolandbesomething.

Theywalkedbacktohiscarashecarriedherson...

Bree:Bythewaycongratulationsonthewedding.

Leruo:Thanks,can'twaittoseeyouinyourgown.I

knowyou'llbethemostbeautifulbrideintheworld..
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Bree:Idon'tfantasiseaboutweddings,ijustwant

love,attentionandsomespace.Ifeellikemarried

peoplearealwaysoneachothersfaces...Iwantto

jolawithsomeonewhostaystherewhileistayon

myownsoicanbreath.Whenistartdatingiwon't

wantanythingseriousbecauseidon'tthinkthereis

athingcalledtruelove,youbelievethebullshit

beforegettinghurt,afterthatrealityhits.

Leruo:Mmekanaalotofmenwouldgiveupso

muchtobewithyoucauseyou'rebeautiful..You're

themostbeautifulwomanI'veeverseensoiknow

forafactyou'dbehappybutirespectyouropinion.

Bree:Alright..

Hehandedherthebabyandpushedherhairback

lookinginhereyes,shelookedbackathim and

smiled...Helookedatherlipsandswallowedthen

hesteppedbackandsighedreleasingthetension

trappedinhischest....

Shesmiledblushingholdingthebabytoherside
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waistashegotinthecarandrolleddownthe

windows..

Leruo:Seeyoulater..

Bree:Sure,ohand...OtshwanelwakeTshirt...Your

armslookverystrong..

Leruolookedawayblushingshylybutofcoursehe

coveredthatwithacalm smileandturnedlookingat

her..

Leruo:Thanks.

Bree:Yourwifeislucky

Leruo:(laughedembarrassed)Wantshwabisakana,

dicomplimentsdishaisaspacegoreespeciallyole

monna.Wedon'tgetthoseso...

Bree:(laughed)Shem sorry,tsamaya..
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Helaughedanddroveoffthensheturnedaround

andwalkedbackinthehouse...

Atcampsite...

Laterthatnoonthebrothersstoodunderthetree

whileBameclimbedupthetreeandtiedtheswing

ropewhiletheladiesstoodbywaitingtoswing...

Summer:IgofirstbecauseI'm thelittleone

Diva:Nnyaammaifit'slikethatIgofirstbecauseI'm

theyoungest.

Amane:Well,I'lljustendthisandgofirstsincemy

husbandcameupwiththeideaofaswing...

June:I'm husbandlesssoIdeserveit

Brothers:(all)True!

Theladieslaughedindisbelief...
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Diva:Reallybabe?

Bame:Thepoorwomansleptalonelastnight

Basi:KanteKanakookae?Ithoughthesaidhe'dbe

hereinthemorning.

June:Hewenttoseesomelittlegirl,shesounds

veryyoung...Likeateenager.Beforeleaving

yesterdayhewastalkingtoherandhehadforgotten

hispodsoilistenedtotheirconversation.Sheis

flyingintoMaun...Hebookedtheticketforher.

Everyonepausedandlookedather...

Basi:Areyousureyoudidn'tmisinterprethiscall

June:No,soundslikesheisvirgintoobecausehe

saidhewon'tsexherjustyet...

Summer:YoushouldgobeatthatgirlandKanako

too

Basi:NoteveryoneiscrazylikeyouMayweather!
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Batsile:I'llcallhim

June:Lethim enjoyhimselfmaybeheneedssexual

healing....Thetruthisicheatedonhim.Idon'tknow

ifhetoldyou...

Brothers:No,hedidn'tsayanything

June:Healsowantstodivorcebutiwon'tdo

anything,I'llwaitforhim tofilefordivorce...Ialso

won'tbebotheringhim aboutcheating.Whenileave

hereI'm goinghometocookandcleanforhim,I'm

goingtotakecareofourfamilythewayIshould

have.Whenthedivorcehasbeenfinalisedthat's

whenI'llpackandgo.

TherewassilenceasBametiedrheswing,Batsile

satonitandexertedforcetomakesureitwouldn't

snapthenhemovedandpointeddownforJuneto

sit,shesatdownthenhepulledandreleasedher...

Basi:Leshapoakere?

Ladies:Yeah
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BasipickedSummerupandkissedherthenheput

herdownandwalkedawayaseveryonelaughed.

JunegotdownthenAmanegotontheswingasDiva

pushedher..

Meanwhilethebrotherswalkedtowardstheriveras

Batsilewalkedwithhishandsinthepockets...

Batsile:Basiwee?

Basi:Mmh?

Batsile:Amanedoesn'tloveme...Shestoppedloving

mebutiwanttofightforher.Idon'twanttojustgive

upknowingicausedallthese...Shedoesn'tfeelme

inbedtoo.

Bame:It'ssimplestopaskingforsexuntilshegives

ittoyoutherightway.

Basi:Don'tstop,keepgettingthatboringsex
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becauseyouneedit,whereelsewouldyougetit?It's

betterthannothing.Badsexexistsinmarriages

especiallywhenyoufuckupandmakeyourspouse

loseinterestinsex..Takeitanddon'tcomplain,she

willseehowwrongsheis...thengoformarriage

counselling.Idon'tunderstandwhyit'salways

womenwhohavetodoit,ifyoufeellikeyou'reabout

toloseyourwifedoeverythingyoucantoprevent

thatevenifitmeansgoingforcounselling.Thereis

somethinghurtinghergapentshaAmanehathoko

gaBree-

Amane'sphoneranginhispocket...

Batsile:Herphoneisringing...Mmekeeise...

Hejoggedtothetreeandpickedjustbeforehe

couldarrive..

Batsile:Hello?
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Voice:(deepvoice)Um...IsthisAmane'sphone?

Batsile:Yeswhoisthis?

Voice:MynameisMogogi,issheopeningtoday?

Batsile:Sheisnot.

Heputhim onaloudspeakerandhandedherasshe

stoppedswingingandpicked...

Amane:Hello?

Mogogi:Hi,itsMogogi

Amane:(frownedconfused)Who?

Mogogi:Thecustomerwhoalwaysordersginger

drink

Amane:(rememberedandlookedatBatsileashe

stoodby)Oh,irememberwaleSSG.

Mogogi:Galebuletoday?Iwantedsomethingtoeat,

I'm hungry.Bythewayisthatyourhusbandorthe

guywawaiter?
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Amane:Iwon'tbecomingtoday.Myhusbandandi

neededagetaway.

Mogogi:Givehim thephone..

AmanehandedBatsilethephoneastheladies

silentlystoodby.Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway

talkingtothephone..

Batsile:Hello?

Mogogi:Morenakekopamaitshareloforcalling

duringfamilytime.Igetfoodbythecaravanevery

daysoijustwantedtoknowifthey'reontheway

runninglatekanakeyeSparhelaga1.

Batsile:Mogogiwee?WareMogogiright?

Mogogi:Eerra

Batsile:Tswamomosadingwameautwa?I'm not

stupidkeabonagoreobatagoyakae.Iwillkillyou

ifyoutryit...Trustmeiwilltakeyoudownwithall

thattraining.
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Mogogi:Sorryman,ijustloveyourwife'scooking...

Butthanksforthewarning.I'llrememberthatthe

nexttimeiseeher.SowagotheogelakaMonday?

Batsile:Areyouchallengingme?

Mogogi:I'm justasking,mosadiwagagokanake

eneankapeelang.Shecookshomecookedmeals

andtheydon'tsmellliketsadisupermarkets...

Batsile:You'vebeenbannedfrom eatingherfood.

Mogogi:Kagoreng?

Batsile:Becauseisaidso.

Mogogi:Alright,cool.Thanks.Haveagoodday

Batsilehungupashisheartracedwithanger...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atcampsite...

Batsileslidthephoneinhispocketandsighed

lookingathisbrothers...

Basi:What?

Batsile:Thereisthisguy,heisalwayseatingatthe

tavernbutwheneveriarrive.Hejustleaves...Kele

SSG.HejustcalledaskingifAmaneisopeningtoday

becauseheishungry

Bame:Can'thecookforhimselfamarete

Batsile:Amanetellshim no,butatthesametimei

cantellhewantedtosaymorebecausehefirst

wantedtoestablishifI'm thehusbandorwaiter...

Thenheplaysmindgamestsabomorenasorryfor

callingduringfamilytime.Ibannedhim from ever
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goingthere.

Basi:Whatdidhesay?

Batsile:Hesaidcool,ithinkoutuleene.Hewon'tgo.

Bame:Really?OsurekeleSSG?

Batsile:Whatdoyoumean?

Bame:SSGguysarejustplainrudeandaggressive

ibilewhentheywantawomanthey'remore

aggressivethananything.Wayakawagotako

Amanearekisetsangteng.(laughed)Keutwake

gopokamyfirstencounterwithSSG...Mathakaale

baanyedisamogotseneletsengautwa!?...you'lleven

thinkyou'reinthesecountiestsawar....theseguys

liveandbreathviolence.Imetthem at2inthe

morningonmywayfrom theclub...Mycabranout

offuelsoidecidedtotalkholdingacanofbeer.It

wasbackthenwhenihadjustonecab...iwalkedjust

ashortdistanceinapassagethentheircarjust

appearedinfrontofmeandtheyjumpedout...You

knowhowtheyjustnevergetoutofthecar,they're

alwaysjumping...Iwassurroundedandpanicking...

Bampotsagoreketswakae,tellingmeishouldbe
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sleepingbecausetheirjobistomakesurenooneis

disturbingthecivilianswhiletheysleep...waitsei

thoughtthoseguyswerejokingandilaughed,ke

utulebankuwakampamaeregwaaaa!Idroppedmy

canandalmostfelldown...Theseguys

communicatewithslapsandyoudon'twanttheir

kicks...Nexttimeyoumeetoneofthem observe

theirboots,rifitsamaSSGIthinktheyhave

somethingatthetipbecausefuck!Theyliftedme

andthrewmeinthebackofthecarlikeIwasasack

ofpotatoes...Kehabarenooneshouldbewalking

aroundatnightwhentheciviliansaresleeping,

gatwewearedisturbingthecivilians;apparentlyifa

manmeetsawomanatnightyou'llprobablyrape

herbecausenopaeratabosigoibileetshwanetse

abeelemontungoerobaditse.Theywerelikeif

you'renotarapistyou'retryingtobreakintopeople's

houses...Yoowaitseevensoldiershavenothingon

theseguys.Soldiersarefriendlyanddisciplined

becausetheylistentoyou,soldierscanevengive

youaridehomewhentheymeetyouatnightbut

SSG?!.....(shookhishead)MaSSGbadingalo.I'm

tellingyouheisnotgone,babodipa.Ogotsamaya
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helaosenagothreatenergoingtohissuperior,ba

tshabadibosogore.

Basi:Well,hegetspaidforthatarroganceindealing

withcriminalsthatthepolicecan'thandle,itdoesn't

meantheyhavearighttowalkalloverpeople.Ga

osammateatyourwife'stavernyoudon'tandhe

mustrespectthat...Butit'snotyourresponsibility,

allyouhavetodoistalktoAmaneabouthim not

goingtherebutthenthiswon'tworkbecausetheguy

hasn'tsaidanythingrudeyet...Wecan'tcrucifyhim

justbecausekeleSSG...I'm suretherearegood

guysbamaSSG.Ibelievethey'reonlyrudeatwork

becausethey'reaforcebuthelahelano.

Bame:NnyaaBasiwhenanotherguywantsyour

womanyouknowitbeforeevensheknowsaboutit

soheshouldn'tcome.

Basi:Iagreewithyoubutmypointis,ourgenius

heredoesn'thaveagoodrecordenoughtobeeven

makingorders.Youdon'tcheatandbringachild

homethenturnaroundandbancustomerswho

haven'tevensaidanything.You'repushingherto

cheat...Showheryou'rebeinginsecureandyou'll
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annoyherclarr,otaaipotsagorewamotholelaneng

mookammeelangmelaoelewenawabofebemo

lwapeng.WabonawhatJuneisdoing?Youneedto

swallowyourprideanddothat...Everybaddecision

haspainfulconsequences.Youdon'thurtpeople

andexpecteverythingtobesmooth...Ifanythinggo

forcounsellingoikobeesenggolwalemaSSG.

Whatyouneedtoknowisyoucan'tstopyour

spousefrom cheating,Amaneevenofferedyoufree

kukubutyoustillcheated...Soyourgoalshouldbe

torestoreAmaneandwinhertrustbacksoshecan

loveyouagain...Loveislikeatree,youdon'twaterit,

itdiesbutifyouwaterthatstem surelyitwillgrow

backandbearfruitsyoucanenjoy.Ifthisguywants

Amanehewillstillgetherespeciallywhensheis

vulnerablelikethis..Yourjobhereistostrengthen

herandgiveherareasontoseethisasmarriage

again.

Batsilelookedathiswristwatchandsighed...
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Batsile:woulditbeOKificutthisgetawayshort?I

wanttotakeAmaneforahouseview,Iwantusto

moveoutbeforeMonday.Idon'tthinkshewillthink

straightwithBreeandThataaroundus.

Bame:Ok,butthenKanakotookthecarandheis

notpicking..

Basi:CallSimbaategoretsaya

Bame:Whydidn'tithinkofthat...

Basi:Waitsebathokelonabadidivorceyouspoiled

outweekend,iwantedtimeawayfrom thekids.

Bame:Youneedamaid.Ourmaidisahardworker

andveryrespectful.Divagetstorest.

Basi:That'snottheproblem,theproblem isSummer

havingamaid...Obatasomeonewhowillnotmind

hertalkingbecauseshedoesn'thaveatonguefilter.

TheylaughedaaBamedialedSimba...

Simba:Yeah
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Bame:Mufasatherrataoretseye...Kanakoranoff

withthecar.

Simba:Whereareyou?Atthecampsite?

Bame:Ee

Simba:I'm coming.

Bame:Sure

Hehungupthentheywalkedtowardsthecamp...

Atthepolicestation...

Amandawalkedintheinterrogationroom withhand

cuffsandsatdown,shereachedoverandpeeledout

hereyelashesbeforeleaningbackasthe

investigatingofficertookaseat...

Her:Howareyoudoing?

Amanda:Iwanttogohome,idon'tknowhowmany
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timesihavetosaythiswasaccidental.

Her:Let'sdothisonemoretime...Sowhydidyou

cutyourhoneymoonshort?

Amanda:Becausemyhusbandandifeltthechildren

weren'tOK

Her:SoyoucameknowingyourchildrenwerenotOK

orpossiblycouldhavebeenabused.

Amanda:Thiswasnotpremeditated,don'ttalktome

likeidon'tknowcourtterms.Thiswasn't

premeditated.

Her:Soitwasfueledbyanger...Youlostyour

temper

Amanda:Ididn'tlosemytemper,inoticedtherewas

achildinthemachine..Ididn'tevenknowitwasmy

child...Itcouldhavebeenhissister.Iranoverand

pushedhim asidetheniopenedthemachine,he

musthaveslippedandhithisheadbecausethetile

waswetandsoapy.Ireallydon'tknowhowmany

timesihavetorepeatthisstatement.Thatchild

musthavebeensufferingfrom somethingforhim to

justdielikethat.
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Herofficerleanedbackobservinghertoneand

gesture,thisweren'tconsistentwithasuspect

investigatedforanaccidentaldeathnorwastherea

signofremorse,guiltyorjustthelossofanephew...

Amanda:Keipotsagoreyourintentionsisformeto

spendthewholeweekendinjailwhenihave

answeredyourquestions.Youhavenorightto

detainme.

Her:Actuallyido.AndonMondaywhenwecharge

youidoubtthecourtwillgrantyoubail.Youkilled

yoursister'schildandyou'renotshowingremorseor

emotionsofgrief-strickenaunt.You'restonecold.

Amanda:Ialreadytoldyoueverything...Ididn'tkill

thatboy.

Thefailuretoevenaddressthevictim withtheir

nameorrelationandinsteadmaintain"boy".The

officerlookedatherthenshesighedpushingher
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hairback.

AtDiva'sHouse...

LateronSimbadroveoffwhileBameandDiva

walkedinthehouse...

Bamepickedthebabyfrom thewalkerandkissed

him whileJuniorandTshidiweregluedtothescreen

withPlayStationjoypads.

Bamewalkedinthekitchencarryinghisdaughter

andgrabbedabottleofwater...

Bame:Hello.

Thenannyturnedaroundandremovedthe

headphones..
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Nanny:Dumelang

Sheturnedawayandputthem onthenshecarried

ondoingthedisheslisteningtomusic.Bamewalked

outasDivawalkedinandlookedatherthighsand

hipsfillingherbum shorts.

Diva:Canwetalk?

Sheremovedherheadphonesandlookedather

boss...

Her:Mma?

Diva:Idon'twantyouwearingshortsinthehouse..

Theyoungladylookeddownatherlegsandclosed

herlegstogetheruncomfortably.
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Her:Eemma,I'llgoandchange.

Diva:Youalsocan'twearstringtopsespecially

withoutabrabecauseyournipplesareshowing.You

shouldn'twearmakeupandyoumustalsocover

yourhairwithadoek.Youworkinthekitchensoyou

can'tshowoffyourlonghairbecauseitmighteven

fallinourfood.

Her:Ionlyhaveapantyhoseiusewhenisleepbuti

didn'tthinkitshygienetospendalldaywithit

Diva:It'sfine,ipreferyouuseit.

Her:Butmakeupgaotshologeauntie

Diva:It'sunhygienic.Thosearemyhouserules,if

youneedthisjobyou'lldoasiasked.

Her:Eemma.I'llgochange.

Shewalkedoutandgotinherroom whereshe

coveredherhairwithapantyhose,putonat-shirt

andsweatpantsthenshewalkedout.Divawalked

pastherandlookedatherhipsandbigbum filling
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herthesweatpants.

Athouseforrent....

LateronBatsileparkedthecar,theysteppedoutand

walkedtowardsthelandlordashesmiled..

Him :Hello

Batsile:Afternoon

Him:I'llwaitinthecar,feelfreetowalkaround...

Amane:Thanks..

Heheldherhandastheysteppedin,sheletgoofhis

handandfoldedherarmslookingaround,she

checkedthekitchen...Thebathroom andthe

children'stwobedroomsbeforewalkinginthe

masterbedroom...
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Batsile:(smiled)So...Whatdoyouthink?Iwantus

tomoveinherefornewbeginnings..

Amane:Iwanttomoveinyes...Butwiththechildren

only...Ithinkyoushouldrentaroom elsewhere.I

needtimetobreath...

Batsileswallowedlookingatherandlookedaround

beforelookingbackather...

Amane:Ithinkthat'swhatineedinordertoheal...

Canyoudothatforme?

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillbe

postedat11pm tonight.

*
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Attherentalhouse...

Batsile:Weareneversupposedtopart,stayingin

differentplacesisgoingtodriveuspart...Idon't

wanttolearntolivewithoutyouorthekidsbecause

thenI'llturnintotheseguyswhoaresodistantfrom

theirlovedones.Gologatenggobakiwake

distance...Ifyou'renotstayingtogetheryouendup

beingcomfortablewithouttheotherpersontoan

extentthatwhenyouspendadaytogetheryou

suffocate.

Amane:Ifeelsuffocatedalready

Batsile:Whenarewereallygoingtotalkaboutthis

issue?Imeanreallytalkaboutit...Icanseeyou're

angrywithme,icanseeyou'redisgustedandthe

loveisgonebecauseyoucan'tevenpretendwhenit
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comestosex.

Amane:Idon'ttrustyou...Thetruthisidon'ttrust

you...Andthemoreiseeyoursonthemoreiask

myselfhowsweetBreemusthavebeenforyouto

chooseunprotectedsexknowingverywellyou're

married.Plusyouknowaboutmorningafterpill...

Youdidn'tcare!Whichmakesmebelievemaybe

you'redoingexactlywhatyoudidtoAmanda...I

meanyouneverwantedacondom withme,I'm sure

it'ssamefeelingwithBree...

Batsilelookedatherwithalongfaceandsighed...

Batsile:Idon'tthinkyou'lleverunderstandhow

muchiloveyou..EverythingI'veeverdonewasall

foryou...WecametoMaunwithadream butyou

gottemptedbymoneyandleftme...Wecangoback

andforthabouthowihadatemperandtriedtobeat

youbutthetruthisyouknowicouldneverlaymy

handsonyou....YouleftmeforDifeandyouchased

meout.From thatdayiknewihadtomakemore
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moneyifieverwantedyoubackandyouwerethe

motivationbehindmyhardwork.Youknowiwanted

toleaveAmandabutyoucouldn'tjustmakeupyour

mindsoiacceptedthebesticouldgetwhichwasto

beyoursideman..I'vedonenothingbuttoloveyou.I

brokesomanyheartsforyou....I'vehurtand

destroyedAmandajusttobewithyou...I'vehurtDife

justtobewithyou...Therewasonceagirlnamed

One,ialsohurtherthoughwedidn'treallydatebuti

abandonedtheideaofbeingwithher...Foryouto

makeitseem likeI'm aserialcheaterisunfair...The

onlytimeicheatediswithBree...Iregretit...Iwas

desperateforsex...Idon'tthinkyou'llever

understandthepressureofstayingawholeyear

withoutsexplusstresssagookaandlosingmoney.

Iwasgoingthroughhell,everythingwasfallingapart

andiwasatmyweakness...Iam sorry!

Hepausedandturnedawaytakingadeepbreath

thenheturnedbacktoher...
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Batsile:I'm givingyouthepowertocontrol

everything...I'llpayforthishousethenI'llfindmyself

aroom andstayalone.Wewillsharethe

kids....Whenyou'rereadytoallowmebackI'llcome

home.IwantedustogoforcounsellingbutI'm

abandoningthat...I'lldoasyouwant.

Amane:Thankyouforunderstanding..

Therewassilenceashelookedather,sheturned

andinspectedthehouseonemoretimebefore

walkingout.Hewalkedoutandfollowedher...

Amane:I'llwaitinthecar,finalisewiththelandlord.

Batsile:Ok..

ShegotinthecaranddialedBree..

Bree:Hello?

Amane:Hi,ijustfoundahousesowearemoving
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out.Pleasetellthekidstopacktheirbags.

Bree:Dididosomethingwrong?

Amane:No,ijustneedtomoveout.

Bree:Whatam igoingtodowiththebaby?Nneke

ikantsewenahela...

Amane:Puttenantsandusethemoneytohirea

nanny.

Bree:Dididosomethingwrong?

Amane:No,thissetupisnotworkingforme.

Bree:Butiam doingeverythingasweagreed.I'm

noteventalkingtoBatsilethatmuch,I'm notdoing

anythingwrong.Iunderstandthatyou'restillhurtbut

-

Amane:Soyoushouldbesupportiveifwrareever

goingtoparenttogether.

Bree:Whichmeansimustfindanannytoday

becauseMondayI'm goingtoschool.

Amane:Ok.

Bree:I'lltellthekids.Gorayagoreillgoseemy
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aunt'sdaughterwhenyoucomeback.Ionceheard

shewantsajob...

Amane:Ok,bye

ShehungupandleanedbacksighingasBatsilegot

backinthecarwiththehousekeysanddroveoff...

Atthemainhouse....

LateronBatsiledrovethroughthegateandparked

thecarasBreesteppedoutcarryingherbaby.

SheandAmanemethalfway...

Bree:I'm goingtoseemycousinsoIcanbeback

beforeitgetslate.

Amane:Ok,bye

Bree:OhandLeruoleftAmanda'skids.Apparently
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sheisinjailorsomething.Hesaidhehadtogohelp

hisfatherfixthewellatthefarm orsomething.

Amane:SowhoisleftwithAmanda'schildren?

Bree:Leruosaidhewasbringingthem toyou.

Amane:Gakebatedikgangwaitse...I'm tryingtofind

peace.

Bree:Tellhim tocomepickthem.Bye

Shegotinhermother'scaranddroveoff.Amane

walkedinthehouseastheyoungerchildrenplayed

bythecarpetwhiletheolderonespackedtheir

things.ShejoinedBatsileinthebedroom and

packed...

Amane:CallLeruotocomepickthekids.I'm not

goingtothenewhousewithanymemoriesofmy

pastfights.Puttingeveryonefirsthasalways

broughtmenothingbutpain.Idon'twantanother

fightwithAmandaorherinsultingmeonfacebookif

shecomeshomeandherkidsarenotwelldressed.
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I'm stilllearningthenewAmandaandidon'tknowif

sheismatureorispretending.

Batsile:Ok...Themovingtruckisontheway...

BatsiledialedLeruoandsteppedoutsidesignalling

themovingguys...

Batsile:Getinandtakethefridge,wedon'thavealot

ofthings..

Man:Sure.

Leruopicked...

Leruo:(cowsmooed)Hello?

Batsile:Gatweletsayabanaleng?Wearemovingto

thenewhouse.

Leruo:Idon'tthinkI'llfinishtoday,gongwewewill

bedoneinthemorning.Myphoneislowbatteryin
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caseit-

Thecallgotdisconnectedthenhesighedwalked

backinside..

Batsile:Hewon'tmakeit

Amane:MmekanaLindaleeneomovacationwith

Mmogo.I'lltakethem totheirgrandmother.Totaga

kebatemodumo.I'm goingtothisnewhouseto

heal,thelastthingineedisAmandabudginginto

insultme...whenI'm donehealingI'llallowvisitors

from mypast.UntilthenI'm puttingmyselffirstfor

thefirsttime...Salekerapeladirelationshipka

lebakaincludingthesisterhoodtotanowIwantto

breathwithmykidsalone...

Batsile:Aslongasweenduptogether...

Amanegotthekeysandwalkedout...
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Amane:KopoandYamelet'sgo...

Thetwinswalkedoutandranbehindher...

AtAmanda'smothers...

LateronAmandaknockedonthedoorandsomeone

answeredwithalowweakvoice,shepushedthe

dooropenandwalkedinasthetwinsfollowedher...

Thefunkysmellfrom thedirtydishesinthesinkand

therottenmeatontheplasticbythecounter,hardto

evenbreath..

Sheheadedtothebedroom wherehermotherlaid

onthebedcoughing,shehadlostsomuchweight

shealmostdidn'trecogniseher...
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Her:(coughed)Amane?Kewenangwanaka?Motho

yogaogopolwe...It'slikeyouwerereadingmy

mind...Ihavebeenaskingmyselfaboutyou.There

issomethingineedtotellyou.

Amane:IbroughtAmanda'schildren,theyneeda

placetostayandithoughttheirgrandmotheristhe

bestplacetobe.Inéedtogoback.(tothetwins)

Nanasithereandwaitforyourparentswithyour

grannyok?

Her:(frownedlookingatthem)KebagaAmanda?

Amane:Eegosiame

AmaneturnedaroundandwalkedoutasKopoand

Yamestoodtherelookingattheirscary

grandmother..

*

*

*

*
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AtBree'sAunt....

Breeputhersononherlapandsighedtalkingtoher

aunt...

Bree:Soiwaswonderingifshewasstilllookingfor

ajobsoshecanbabysitThata.

Aunt:Sheis,I'llcallher...Sotellme...Ipromisei

won'ttellanyone...IstherumouraboutThatabeing

Batsile'schildtrue?

Bree:Yes,butwedidn'tknowwearecousinswhen

wemet,hiswifewasverysickandtheyhadn'thad

sexinoverayearlennakelestressedabout

mama...Totanneelegoreraiphithabecausehe

neverhidthefactthatheismarried.Hedidn'teven

wanttobeseeninpublicwithme.IthoughtAmane



Iam

wasoverthisbutiguessthestressistoodeep.

Aunt:Aobutwhywouldsheabandonyou?You're

practicallyherchildren,wenaleThata.

Bree:Idon'twanttoexpecttoomuchfrom awoman

whojustrecoveredfrom alongsicknessonlytofind

outherhusbandcheatedandnowshestayswith

thatwomanandherchild.It'stoomuchandiwant

togiveherthatspace...Iwillmakesureidomybest

forustoraiseThatainpeace.Idon'twanttobea

bitterbabymamabecausemygoalisforThatato

endupbeingcloseifnotstayingwithhissiblings.I

don'twantmychildtobeanonlychildandlonely...I

knowAmanecanstaywithThatabutsheneedstime

toseemeforwhoIam..Andtojusthealtoo.

Aunt:Iguessitmakessense,eneosiamemosadi

wagaBatman,gasemotholentwa.

Bree:That'swhyiloveher,iwishihadknownitshis

childearlieroniwouldhaveaborteditforpeace

sake.

Aunt:GagobuiwejaloBree,ija!(shouted)Mainini!

Mainini?!
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Bree:"Mainini"?

Aunt:(laughed)Shesaysshewantstobeawifetoa

polygamousman,salelastyearareenekeene

Maininimono..

Theycrackedlaughingoutloud....

AtLinda'sHouse...

MmogoparkedthecarandsteppedoutwhileLinda

laidontheseatwithhereyesclosed...

Linda:(Englishaccent)Iam queenElizabeth,I'm

waitingforyoutoopenthedoorthyservant.

Mmogosmiledasheopenedthedoorandbowed

withhisarm overhisstomach.Shesmiledand

steppedoutthenhelaughedandpickedherupthen

heclosedthedoorwithhisfootandwalkedtowards
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thehouse...

Stillinhisarmsshestretchedherarm andunlocked

thedoorthenhewalkedinandclosedwithhisfoot

againbeforeheadingtothebedroom wherehelaid

heronthebedandkissedher...

Herphonerang,hesliditoutandhandedittoher..

Linda:Hi

Amane:Hi,ijustmovedtothenewhouse-

Linda:WithoutThataright?

Amane:(laughed)Yes

Linda:Thankyou!

Amane:Yeah,but...IhearAmandaisinjailand

Leruobroughtherdaughtershere,theycameatthe

wrongtimewhenI'm tryingtopickmyselfupand-

Linda:PlusAmandaisunpredictablewhenitcomes
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toyou.Shecanbenicenowand10minuteslater

sheisaccusingyouofsomething...Nnatotaifeel

likethissisterhoodwillneverbethesame.Soyou

wantmetogetthem?

Amane:Wemovedearliertodayanditookthem to

yourmother'shouse.Youcangopickthem up,i

thinkyourmotherissicktoo.

Linda:Thatoneinsultshelperssowedon'twantto

wastemoney...WellI'llspeakformyself.Iwon't

wastemymoneyonsomeonewhoinsultshelpers

andtreatthem likechildren.Maidwatotiwahela

jaakamongwelemongwe,andyouknowmymother

doesn'tlikemeverywell...I'm theblacksheepof

thatfamily.

Amane:Eeijustwantedtoletyouknowthey'reover

thereincaseyouwanttogetthem leLeruowesent

him amessage.

Linda:Ican'tgetthem tonightbecausetomorrowI'm

goingtowork.

Amane:Ok.WhatdidAmandado?

Linda:ShebangedWalker'sheadonthewall.Leruo
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saysitwasjustanaccidentbutknowingAmanda

andhowsheisnevercalm shekilledWalker.Idon't

understandhowyoucankillyournephew...Nothing

justifiesthekillingofachild..

Amane:I'vealwaystoldAmandathatnoteverything

issolvedwithviolencebutwhenI'm calm shethinks

I'm stupidordesperate.Bogalegabobusetse,she

mighthavebeenavictim buttheminuteyou

retaliatewithviolenceitbecomessomethingelse.

MmennankasekekerekeadvicerAmandabecause

shethinkssheknowseverythingplusshelikes

Facebook.Nnakedithongnkaserogiweon

Facebookagain.

Linda:I'm justshocked...IcalledWantlhaandthey're

stillangry.Tomorrowafterworkillpassbyandfind

outwhentheburialwillbe.

Amane:Iwon'tgototheburialsimplybecause

Wantlhadoesn'tlikeme.Iwouldn'twanttospoilher

day...NowadaysIwanttopracticenotshowingup

whereI'm notneededorinvited,nothelpingwhen

nobodyasksmeto,andjuststayingawayfrom

everyonewhohurtsmeorbringsmedown...koorei
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am afterpeaceofmind.

Linda:Itotallyunderstand.It'sOK.I'm suremamais

thebestperson,idoubtpapa'swifewillwant

Amanda'skids,theycanvisitbutstayingi

doubt...Amandaakereokilearepapa'swifeisagold

diggerformarryingpapaenealemonnnye.Papa

marriedsomeoneourage,butI'llcallpapaandtell

him sincemamaalwalaibileakobadimaidkaher

abusivebehaviour.

Amane:Kemathata.NnatotaI'm tooweaktohelp

anyone...Ineedtotakecareofmyselfthenican

helpothers.

Linda:Iunderstand...

Mmogoimpatientlyleanedoverkissingherneckand

quietlypulleddownherpanties..

Linda:Ok,bye

Shehungupthenhekissedherandpulledouther
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panties....

AtAmanda'sfather's...

Amanda'sfatherlaughedholdingapillowwitha

blindfoldonhisfaceashisyoungwifesecretly

peakedthroughherblindfoldandwhippedhim,their

sonlaughedrecodingthem withaphonefortiktok...

Him:(laughed)Daddyweemamacheated,she

peaked!

Heremovedtheblindfoldandchaseheroutasshe

ranofflaughingwiththeirsonchasingafterthem

recordingandlaughing..

Him:Yourphoneisringingdaddy!
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Amanda'sfatherturnedbackpantingashisson

handedhim thephone..

Him:Hello?

Linda:Hi,didyouhearwhathappenedwith

Wantlha'sson?

Him:Iheard,I'llpasstheretomorrowakereWantlha

isnotspeakingtomejustbecauseichoseto

divorceyourmother.

Linda:Iknow,anywaysAmanda'skidsarestranded,

tomorrowI'm goingtoworkbutthey'rewithmama,

thelasthelperranoffaftermamainsultedhersoke

suregaanamaid.

Him:(lookedathiswifeasshewalkedoversmiling)

Ican'tgetAmanda'schildren,youknowwhy...Idon't

wantAmandatodragmywifeonsocialmedia

callinghernames.I'llcheckonthem therebutican't

takethem.Amandahasburnedallthe

bridges...Peopletreatyouhowyoutreatthem...I

thinkAmanewouldbethebestplacesinceshehas

lotsofkidsandseemsnottomindcookingandall.
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Linda:Amaneisnotinaconditiontolookafterthem

gapekebelaelaatshabadipuotsagaAmanda.

Him:Wenabatseyeohiremaid

Linda:Papayouknowiknownothingaboutkidsplus

kediracohabitationI'm tryingtobuildafamilyofmy

own.Mmogo'sfathereventookyournumberthey

wanttotalktoyouaboutmagadi.I'm workingfull

timeiwon'thandlechildren,mamamuststop

abusingdimaidsoshecantakecareofher

grandchildren.

Him:Ican'ttalktoyourmother,ichosepeaceandI

willremaininmypeacefulcorner.I'm notaboutto

makemywifebabysitAmanda'schildrenwhen

Amandadoesn'trespectmywife.Theycanvisitbut

notsleepingoverorstaying.

Linda:Ok,goodnight

Him:Goodnight..

Hehungupandsighed....
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AtAmanda'smothers...

LaterthateveningAmanda'smotherlaidonherside

pinningherelbowonthepillow...

Her:Bringmewater...What'syourname?

Kopo:Kopo

Her:LebuaSetswanakanasekwerewere?

Kopo:IspeakEnglishandSetswana.

Her:WhichoneofyouwasplayingwithWalkerwhen

Amandakilledhim?

Thekidsturnedaroundlookingather...

Her:WhenAmandakilledWalkerwhowasplaying

withhim inthewashingmachine?

Yamepointedatherself...
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Her:Sowhydidyougetinthemachine?

Yame:Heputmethere

Her:Whydidn'tyousayno?NowAmandakilled

Walker,areyouhappy?

Thechildrenshooktheirheads...

Her:Mxm,bringmewater...Koorekamosobathoba

gontebajangkolesongkegorogakabanaba

mothoyoobolailengngwanayoremolesongla

gagwe.Iwillhavetomovethereuntilmygrandsonis

buriedsohowwillpeoplelookatme?Tisametsi

kwa!

Kopowalkedinthekitchenwithacupandpulleda

bucketoverthensheclimbedonitandgotwater

from thetap.
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Shewalkedinthebedroom whereYamewassitting

onthebedmassagingherback...

Her:Thanks...Comeandmassageme...

Shedrunkwaterandputthecupdownthenshelaid

onherstomachholdingMCOointment...

Her:Pressharder....

ThechildrenmassagedherbackwiththeMCOas

dirtrolledintotinyrolls...

AtAmane'sHouse...

Amanewalkedinthekitchenandkneltbythe

kitchenunitpackingthefoodinsidewhileBatsile

pushedthechildren'sbedsandputtheirmattress
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on...

ObakengandOreneilewalkedinchattingexcitedly

astheyputdowntheirblanketsandbooks...

Oreneile:Wepackourthingsfirstthenwegopack

yourthingsinourroom

Obakeng:(laughed)weareboys,wedon'tevenhave

alotofthings..

Batsile:(laughed)JusthelpthegirlsChase...

BatsilewalkedinthekitchenasAmandastoodup

anddustedherhands...

Batsile:Areyoudone?

Amane:Yeah

Batsile:Let'stalkaboutthecar

Amane:Itwillstaywithyouwenayou'llkeep
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droppingusoff...Itwillalsoensureyoumeetthe

kidseveryday.

Batsile:Ok...Shouldigo?

Amane:I'm abouttocookdinner...Waitandeat...

Pluswehavetotalktothechildren.

Batsile:Ohyeah,iforgot

Shewalkedinthekitchenandbeguncookingwhile

hehoppedonthecounterandwatchedher.

Batsile:Canihelpchopthevegetables?

Sheturnedaroundandsmiledimpressed..

Amane:Yeah..Washyourhands

Hesliddownandwashedhishandsthenhegotthe

choppingboardandbegunchoppingwhileshewas
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cooking...

LateronAmaneandBatsilewalkedoutofthe

kitchenwithfoodandputitonthediningtable.The

childrenjoinedthem andtheysatdown...

Batsile:Someoneblessthefood.

Lelentle:(closedhereyes)Godblessthehandsthat

preparedourfood,wethankyouJesusforgivingus

afamilyandweaskthatyoukeepustogether

forever.InJesusname,Amen

All:Amen...

TheyallbeguneatingthenBatsilelookedat

Amane....

Batsile:Kebupuwepeleboponepe?
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Amanelaughedandalmostchokedonherfoodas

sheputherouterarm overherlips...

Batsile:(laughed)Goripilepejapanopoo?

Chase:Ohmanithoughtthissecretlanguagewas

over!

Oreneile:(laughed)Andthisthingsoundshilarious...

Daddywhatlanguageisit?

Losika:IthinkJapanopoomeansJapanese

Lelentle:(laughed)Daddysayitagainyouweretoo

fast

Amane:Wepenabupuwaleboponebutska

bupuwapaakaThapatapaa.Repetaababupuwaka

epenebapalebatoponaenoughtounderstand.

Batsile:Ok,kentaabupuwaepe-ee

Obakeng:Enoughtounderstand...Ipickedthat
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Batsile:(laughed)Boyyou'retooyoungto

understandgrownuplanguage...(sippedwater)

Anywaysguys,thereissomethingwehavetotell

you..Iwon'tbesleepingherebecauseihavetogeta

houseclosertoworkbutmamaneedstobecloser

toworktoo.

Amane:Butdaddywillbecominghereanytimeand

you'llvisithishouseanytime

Obakeng:Areyouguysgettingdivorced?

Oreneile:(sadly)What?

Losika:Whoisdivorce

Obakeng:Divorceisbreakingup,theywon'tbe

wearingringsandtheywilldivideusthentheyget

boyfriendsandgirlfriendswhohateus.Wewillbe

stepkidslikeMartinatschoolandmama'sboyfriend

willrapeOreneileandLelentlelikethatgirlfrom my

classwhowasrapedbyherstepfather.Thenpapa's

girlfriendwillchaseusawayfrom hishouse,wego

backtostaywithgrandmaatthecattleposttotake

careofgoats.
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TherewassilenceasBatsileandAmanelookedat

oneanotherthenbacktohim...

Lelentle:Whatisrape?

Obakengopenedhismouthsohecouldexplain

againidetailsbutBatsileleanedoverandcovered

hismouth.

Amane:(sighedandputherforkdown)Wow....

Batsileletgoofhim thenObakengleanedoverthe

plateeating...

Amane:Wearenotgettingdivorced...It'stheliving

arrangement.

Batsile:Youknowwelosteverythingandnowmama

andidoingourbesttoaccumulatemore.Sheis

workinghardatthetavernandihavetogetthe
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campsiterunning.

Obakeng:That'swhatcarsarefor,I'm notababy.If

you'redivorcingI'm goingtostaywithuncleBame

andsharearoom withBjandTshidi.I'm notgoingto

beagoatboy.

Amane:Chasestopscaringthechildren,idon'tknow

whereyougetthatbutweneedtoworkharder.Your

fatherandiloveeachother.

Batsile:Wearenotgettingdivorced...OK?

Obakeng:Ok...

Theyfinishedeatingsupper,ObakengandOreneile

collectedtheplatesandcleanedthekitchenwhile

BatsileandAmanewenttothebedroom where

Batsilesatonthebedholdingthebedtimestory

book.

Batsile:AreyouOK?

Amane:Yeah..
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Batsile:Isheright?Areweheadingthere?

Amane:No..

Batsile:Thankyou,iappreciatethat.I'llbe

desperatelywaitingtocomehome...

LateronBatsilewalkedintheboysroom andread

LosikathestorywhileObakengwrotehisnoteson

thetopbunkbed...Losikafellasleepthenheclosed

thebookandstooduplookingatOBK

Batsile:Switchoffthelightswhenyoufinishwriting.

Obakeng:Ok.

Batsile:WearenotgettingdivorcedOK?Andall

thosethingsyousaid...That'snotalwaysthecase

withdivorce

Obakeng:Ifyousayso...

Batsile:Goodnight...
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HewalkedoutandclosedthedoorasAmane

steppedoutofthegirlsroom.Theylookedatone

anotherandwalkedoutquietly.

Shewalkedhim tothecarandsighedstandingby...

Amane:Goodnight

Batsile:Goodnight...(lookinginhereyes)Iloveyou,

andiwillloveyouuntildeathdousapart.

Amane:GoodnightBatsile.Loveisaverb...

Shewalkedbackinthehouseandlockedupthenhe

droveoff....

AtMaunmagistrateCourt...

ThenextmorningAmandaslidoutthebackofthe

policecarhandcuffsasthejournalistsapproached
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withcameras,sheputapageoverherfaceasshe

madeherwayintothecourt...

Herheartpoundedasshewalkedinthecourtroom

forthefirsttimeinherlifeasanaccusedinsteadof

alawyer.Herjointsgotcoldweakasthecourtclerk

readthechargesheet...

Magistrate:Howdoyouplead?

Amanda'sheartpoundedasshelookedatthe

magistrate,sittingincourtontheothersidewas

totallydifferent...Forthefirsttimeshewasn'tsure

whichwasbetter....

Amanda:Notguilty...

Thecourtproceededastheprosecutorstoodupand

presentedhiscase.
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Prosecutor:Yourworshipwerequestthatthe

accusedberemandedincustodywhileweare

investigatingasshemayinterferewiththe

investigation.

Amandaswallowedasherheartpounded,it

poundedsohardshecouldactuallyhearitasthe

magistratecarriedon...

Magistrate:Theaccusedshallremainincustody...

*

*

*

*
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AtBree'sHouse...

Leruosteppedoutofthecarandknockedonthe

door,ayounggirlsteppedoutofthehousecarrying

thebaby..

Leruo:Hi,whereisAmane?

Her:Theymovedoutyesterday

Leruo:Didtheygowiththetwins?

Her:Idon'tknowanythingaboutthat

Leruo:Ok,canyouchargemyphone?Idon'thave

thecordwithmeIwouldhavechargedontheway.

Her:Ok...

ShegotthephoneandchargeditwhileLeruowaited
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inthecar,aboutthirtyminuteslaterheknockedand

gotitthenhedroveoutdialingBatsile...

Batsile:Hello?

Leruo:Yeah,whereareyouguysstaying?Iwantto

getthekids.Ihadabreakdownonmywayback.

Batsile:They'rewiththeirgrandmother.Wecouldn't

predictAmanda'sbehaviourifshefoundoutthekids

werewithus.

Leruo:Agomr...Laarengmosadiwametota,isn't

shetryingtomakepeacewitheveryoneshe

wronged?

Batsile:AssomeonewhohasmademistakesI've

learntthatyoudon'tgettojudgehowpeople

respondorhowmuchtheyfearyoujustbecauseyou

saidyou'resorry.ItwilltaketimebeforeAmanecan

completelybefreewithAmanda...Sheisafraid

becauseshecan'tpredicther.

Leruo:Iunderstandthough,guessI'm justalittle

disappointedbecauseididn'tthinkyou'dtakethem
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totheirgrandparents.Amanda'sfamilyis

dysfunctional.Hadiknowntheywouldspendanight

thereiwouldhavedrivenallnight.

Batsile:IgetyoubutAmandaismyexbro,

understandthat...Sheisnotjusthersister...Thisa

womanwefoughtforyearsareterroriserunlikeBree

whoneverfoughtusordraggedournamesthrough

themud...Ourmarriageisgoingthroughhell,my

wifeisdealwithmyfilthandherseeingex'sisjusta

setback.

Leruo:IunderstanditsOK.Letmegogetthem...Di

messagetsadimaiddiatsena.Ihadpostedon

Facebookbeforegoingtothefarm.

Batsile:Alright,greatbythewayhowisAmanda?

Leruo:Wearenotallowedtocheckonpeoplewho

areinaholdingcellbuttodaytheyshouldbe

chargingherorreleasingher.KanaAmandaogana

lawyera

Batsile:IfthereisanythingI'velearntaboutwomen

isthatsometimesyouhavetogoagainsttheir

wishes...Amanedidn'twantustomovebecauseshe
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thoughtshecouldhandlethebaby...6monthslater

shehatesmeandshecan'tbreathe...Amanda's

prideisgoingtosendhertojailifyouletitcontrol

everything.Evendoctorsdon'tdiagnose

themselves...Kanakogaalwalaolletsahis

colleaguesRetsile...Amandacannotrepresent

herselfwhensheisstillangrybecauseherangerwill

eludethelegallycorrectresponse.Mmatelelawyer

kaforce...(laughed)Ringegotimotsebogalemonna?

Leruo:(laughed)Kanabomdalabaremosadio

rerisiwadilo...

Batsile:Yeahbutidoubtthat'showitalwaysworks.

I'm talkingfrom experiencebecauseiknewAmane

wouldn'thandlethissetupbutiwentalongbecausei

wasfeelingguilty..Nowitsnotsogood.

Leruo:Ihearyoupartner.Anywaysthanks

Batsile:Sure

Hehungupanddroveoff...
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AtKanako'shouse...

LaterthatmorningKanakosteppedoutofthecar

talkingtothephone...

Kanako:I'llcallyouwhenigettothehospital...Let

megetdressed...**...Yeahyoucanorderanything

youwant...Okbabe...Seeyoulater

Hehungupandwalkedinthehouse,Juneturned

aroundandlookedathim..Hewasn'tsurehowto

explainsleepingoutorevencominghomein

casualswhenheshouldbeinaformalwear..

Kanako:Hi..

June:Hi...Yourshiftisabouttostart.Goandbath,i

ironedyourclothes...

Hepausedconfused..
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June:I'llwarm yourfood..

Shewalkedinthekitchenthenhegotinthe

bathroom andinspectedthebarsoapjusttobe

sure...Hecheckedhisshowergeltoobeforebathing.

Hesterilisedhistoothbrushwithhotwaterbefore

brushinghisteeththenhehurriedout...Before

gettingdressedhecarefullycheckedhisvestincase

therewasanitchypowderorsomethingworse...

Sheplacedhisbreakfastonthetableashewalked

overandsatdownsuspiciously...Shelookedathim

thensheleanedoverandtooktwobites,hebegun

eatingasshesatacrossthetablelookingathim..

June:Youshouldinvitethatlittlegirloverheresowe

candothisonceandforall...Maybeshecangive

mepointers.Whypayahotelwhenyouhaveahouse

andawifewhoiswillingtodoanythingtohelpyou
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geteven?(stoodup)Youhavemyblessingingetting

hervirginity...Keutuleobualeeneonthephone...

Shewalkedbehindhim whileheheldtheforkwitha

someveggiesthensheleanedoverhisearand

whisperedsoftly...

June:Omojebabeautwa?Buttellheryou're

marriedjustsoshedoesn'tfeelused...You'renota

badguydon'tletpainmakeyouhurtinnocentlittle

girls.Tellheryou'remarriedandyougotcheated..

Alsotellherthatyouhavemyblessinginsleeping

withher.Gaohetsakegotshelelametsiothapa

kukuyagagwethenyou'regoingformythroatuntil

youfeellikeI'veleantmylesson.

Shestraightenedupandwalkedaway,Kanako

swallowedandputdowntheforkthenherubbedhis

face....
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AttheAmanda'smother's..

LateronLeruopulledoverandsteppedout,thegirls

ranoutofthehouseandjumpedonhim ashe

pickedthem..

Leruo:Hey...Sorryileftyou!

Yame:(crying)Iwanttogohome...

Kopobrokedowncryingwithherhandoverherface,

Leruoclenchedhisjawsasherubbedtheirtearsand

walkedbacktothecarwhereheputthem intheir

seats...

Yame:(crying)Iwanttogohome...

Leruo:Ihavetogotalktoyourgrandmotherthenwe

go..

Kopo:(removedthebelt)Igowaitatthegate...
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Leruo:Girls!I'm notleavingyou...I'llneverleaveyou

again...Don'ttouchyoursafetybelt...(heputthebelt

on)I'm comingback...Sorryinglautwa..

Hehandedthem thedrinkshebroughtandwalkedin

thehousewhereAmanda'smotherwassittingon

thebed..

Leruo:Ko-ko!

Her:Tsena!

Heheldhisbreathandwalkedinbutthestuffiness

couldn'tallowhim togoanyfurther..Hesquatted

sittingonhisheelsasherespectfullyputhishands

togethergreetingher

Leruo:Dumelang...Ijustcametogetthegirls

Her:TheywillstaywithmeuntilAmandaisout,ke

batagonnakebaroma.Theywashedmypillows
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andtheycanmassagemyback.

Leruo:Theygotoschool

Her:They'renotevendoingstandard1

Leruo:Ibelievepreschoolisveryimportant,youcan't

buildastronghousewithoutagoodfoundation.

Totaibiletheirpreschoolteachersrecommendedwe

registerthem forstandard1.

Her:Whyareyousoeagertotakethesegirls?

They'renotevenyourchildren..Ihopeyou'renot

thinkingofmakingthem yourwivesnowthat

Amandaisinprison.

Leruo'slipspartedashelookedather..

Her:You'renotgoingwiththosechildren.These

childrenareZimbabweans.KeMashona.

Leruo:Akeremmegaleakalaganamagadiabana?I

evenpaidtshenyoforherpregnancy...Ipaidmagadi

fortwochildrenandthey'reinmyname.Iam on

theirbirthcertificates.Lemolaoontetagocontrolla
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banaba.

Her:Amanda'sfatherwascontrollingeverything.Ifit

wasuptomeyouwouldn'thavetakenthesechildren.

Ifyoutakethem I'm reportingyouforchild

molestation...Howcanamanhungrilywantlittle

girlswhoarenothis?Obatagolalaodiraengle

banabosigommaboaseo?IftheywereyoursI'd

understandbutyou'reMorabanshikanagatweke

enemangmozimbakweyole.

Leruorubbedhisforeheadspeechlessthenhestood

upandwalkedout...

Her:(shouted)I'm goingtotellthefamilywhatyou're

doingtothosechildren!Assoonasiarrivedko

lesongkeagobolelelalapalotlhegoreorobalale

banabagangwanakewareobantsheditsemagadi.

You'rearapist!

Leruo'sheartpoundedasheapproachedthecar,he
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openedthebackdoorandthegirlstearfullylooked

athim...

Yame:Iwanttogohome!

Kopo:(tearfully)Daddyclosethedoor!

Helookedatthem foramomentthenhesighed...

Leruo:Youhavetobacktogrannyforalittlebit,as

soonasmamaisout-

Thetwinsbrokedowncryingloudly,heclosedthe

doorandwalkedbehindthecardialinghisuncle...

Uncle:Hello?

Leruo:KanammagweAmandaoganakabana,she

wantstojustusethem soshecangetherhome

choresdone.IbileobuagoreI'm sleepingwiththe
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children...YooI'm soscared...Ican'tfaceanother

rapecase..

Uncle:Pleaseleavethosechildrenbehind...You

alreadyhavearecordyarape,trustmeevenit

doesn'tmatterifyou'renottouchingthosekids...

Theaccusationisenoughtodestroyyour

businessesandruinyourreputation.

Leruo:Kanammeididn'trapethatgirl...Iam so

angryatGodbecausetothisdaymynamehasnot

beencleared.The6yearsispentinjailisOKbutif

shecouldatleastjusttellthetruth...Kanaweleft

theclubgolemonatehelaandinthemorningshe

wantedmoney.Ionlyhad2Konmeandshewanted

30KarewagorekaVitsorelsesheiscryingrape.

Sheknewmamaisaministerandshethoughtihad

money...

Him:Iknowwhathappened...AndIwishshecould

havebeenbraveenoughbutwomenwhocryfake

rapeneveradmititbecausetheyknowyou'llsue

them fordefamationofcharacterplusitsanoffence

togiveafalsestatement.Itdoesn'tmatterifyou

wereinnocentthebottom lineisintheeyesofthe
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lawyou'renotsoinnocentwhenitcomestorape...

Alsothejusticesystem isverystrictwhenitcomes

tocasesofchildrape..You'resomewhatapublic

figure...IfonejournalisthearsAmanda'smotherhe

willgladlywritethatarticle.You'llsaygoodbyeto

yourbusiness..Isitworthlosingeverythingyouhave?

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Thenextinsertwillbe

postedat11pm tonight.

*

*
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AtAmanda'smothers

Him:Iknowwhathappened...AndIwishshecould

havebeenbraveenoughbutwomenwhocryfake

rapeneveradmititbecausetheyknowyou'llsue

them fordefamationofcharacterplusitsanoffence

togiveafalsestatement.Itdoesn'tmatterifyou

wereinnocentthebottom lineisintheeyesofthe

lawyou'renotsoinnocentwhenitcomestorape...

Alsothejusticesystem isverystrictwhenitcomes

tocasesofchildrape..You'resomewhatapublic

figure...IfonejournalisthearsAmanda'smotherhe

willgladlywritethatarticle.You'llsaygoodbyeto

yourbusiness..Isitworthlosingeverythingyouhave?

Leruo:Ifileavethiskidsheretheywillneverbelieve

inme,bananyanabakanabaanthatabatsayagore

kerrabone...



Iam

Him:It'snotworthit,I'm talkingthisfrom abusiness

pointofview...Undernormalcircumstancesyou

can'tbeaccusedofrapetwiceandstillbeinnocent...

Bagoresomethingisupwithyou.Withtherecent

reportsofchildabuse...Beforethecourtfindsyou

notguiltyyouwouldhavespentanightinjail,

tendersskippingyou...Yournamewillalwaysbe

taggedtorape..Ibilepeoplewillbelieveyou'reguilty

butgotawaywithitbecauseyou'resomebody'sson.

Leruo:Mathataimadethem feeltheloveofafather,

they'remine.Theirfatherevensignedthem overto

meandhepersonallyaskedmetolookafterhis

daughters.(sighed)Amandaisprobablycounting

onmebecausenoonetrustsher.I'm allthatshehas,

sheispregnantandit'sahighriskpregnancy...Ifshe

findsoutwhat'sgoingonitwillaffect---ohshit!

ThePrEppills!!!!!!Hecutthecall,closedthe

children'sdoorthenhejumpedinthecaranddrove

offdialingtheofficerincharge...
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Him:Hello?

Leruo:It'sLeruo,Igotyournumberfrom detective...

Amandaforgothermedication,sheneedsit.Sheis

takingPrEpandsheisnotsupposedtoskipit.She

didn'ttakeitandI'm surewithoutherphoneshe

forgotallaboutitbecauseshedoesn'tnormaltake

pills.

Him:Shehasbeentakentoprisonbutitsnota

problem youcanhandthem in.Youcanalsovisither.

Leruo:Thankyou

Hehungupandsighedashedrovethroughthe

traffic...Headjustedthemirrorlookingatthegirlsas

theychattedplayingthenhedialedAmanda'sfather..

Him:Hello?

Leruo:KeLeruo

Him:Oteng?

Leruo:Eerra..IjustgotthetwinsbutAmanda's
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mothersaidsheisgoingtotelleveryoneI'm raping

thechildren.Ireallydon'tfeelcomfortablewithsuch

accusationsbecauseicanactuallygotojailkagore

sexualabuseisnotjustaboutpenetration.You'rea

doctor,I'm sureyouunderstand.

Him:Don'tmindthatone,shewon'tsayanything...

Everyoneknowsherandnobodywilllistentoher.

Whydoyouthinkshestaysalone?

Leruo:Rapeaccusationisnotajoke...

Him:I'llgotalktoher,pleasedon'tstoplovingthose

childrenbecauseofthiswoman.Shecan'tevenlove

herownchildrenproperly.Sheisnotstable.

Leruo:Thankyou,I'm notcomfortable.Icanhandle

anyaccusationevenmurderaccusationbutrape

scaresmebecausethecourthardlylistenstomen.

Him:sheisplayingyou.Don'tworry..

Leruo:Nnyaagosiame

Him:bye

Hehungup...
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Atthehospital...

LateronKanakowalkedoutofthebuildingtakingoff

hiscoatasRetsilewalkedbehindhim...

Retsile:YouOK?Youbeenquiettoday

Kanako:Yeah,I'm good...

Retsile:Howisyourwife?

Kanako:Workingthroughit

Retsile:Don'tcallmeforantidepressantssinceyou

don'twanttotalktome

Kanako:(laughed)Thereisnothingtotalkabout,I'm

justbeingapussy...Ihaveavisitorinahotelroom

but...I'm havingsecondthoughts..

Retsile:(laughed)Ohh...Iseewhat'sgoingon...

Kanako:Idon'tknowhowbutJunejust...O

mborisitsewhatiwantedtodo..Shefoundoutand
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toldmetodoitthenshesaidishouldtellthisgirlI'm

marriedsoshedoesn'tfeelused.

Retsile:Ifshedoesn'tknowyou'remarriedthenit's

notfairunlessyoujustdon'tgiveashit.

Kanako:Ifeelbadbutatthesametimeidon'twant

toletherkukugojustlikethatkesamoja.

Retsile:(laughed)mybrotherusedtosleepwithgirls

andblockthem...Icouldneverdothat.Igetstuckon

onewomanforaverylongtime.Gorianaican't

moveonbecauseI'm waitingforBree...I'llonlymove

onwhenshegetsaboyfriend.

Kanako:Uhlewenamonna,youdumpedherforthe

past.Itsnotlikeshecheated..Ronakanarejetswe

basadifair-fair!

Kanako'sphonerangthenhetookadeepbreath

lookingatThandie'scall..

Kanako:Ihavetogo,seeyoulater.

Retsile:Sure..
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Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtBatsile'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonBatsilelookedathiswatchas

theassistantmanagerspoke...

Him:Imanagedtocallbackthewholeteam,Only4

peoplefoundjobssoitoldthem tocontinueworking

theresowecanabsorbtheunemployedonesthen

oncetheroomsstartoperatingwewillhiremore

peoplecausenowitsjuststrictlythecampsiteand

thebararea

Batsile:(lookedatthetime)Alright

Him:Areyoulisteningtome?

Batsile:(stoodup)Ihavetogo...I'llgiveyouacall.

Carryoninyouroffice.Ihaveanemergencyto

attendto.
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Him:Ok...

Thetwogentlemenstoodupandwalkedout,Batsile

putonhisjacketandhurriedout...

Atthefoodtavern....

AmanewipedthecounterandsortedtheSpices

whilethewaiteronshiftservedsomecustomers.

Shesteppedoutwithablackplasticbagandwalked

towardstheotherumbrellaswherecustomershad

leftcansoverthetables.Sheclearedthetablesand

headedtotheskip....

MeanwhiletheSSGdefenderpulledonthesideof

theroadwithabout5officersintheback,Mogogi

jumpedoutandgavethem athumbsup.



Iam

Theydroveoffthenhewalkedtowardsthetavern

andsatonhisusualspot.

AmanelookedattheSSGcardrivingoffanddusted

herhandswalkingback.Theladieswereright!He

wasback.Shetookadeepbreathandsighed

walkingovertohisumbrella...

Amane:Hi,Canihelpyou?

Mogogi:Yeah,theusual

Amane:Ok.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawayashecalmly

enjoyedthebackview.Batsile'scarparkedonthe

othersideofthecaravanthenhesteppedout,

Mogogileanedbackandtookoffhishattheheputit

onthetableandrelaxedputtinghishandsbehindhis

head.
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MeanwhileBatsilelockedthecarandwalked

towardsMogogi'sumbrella,hepulledthechairback

andsatdownasMogogiturnedandlookedathim....

Batsile:Ithoughtweunderstoodeachother.

Mogogi:Ijustsaidthatbecauseididn'thavethe

patiencetoarguewithyou.

Batsile:Youneedtoleave

Mogogi:Skantsosetsamodumo,iliketoeatin

peace.

Batsile:I'm notgoingtotellyouagain.

Amanesteppedoutwithatrayoffoodand

approached,shefirstplacedhisdrinkontheside

thenshereachedfortheplateinthetray...

Batsile:Don'tservehim

Amane:Canwetalkinprivate?
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Batsile:Don'tservehim!

AmanestoodthereconfusedlookingatBatsilethen

Mogogistoodupandgottheplatefrom thetray,he

grabbedhishatfrom thetableandmovedtothe

nextumbrella.

Batsilewalkedoverandtippedovertheplateof

food...

Batsile:You'renoteatinghere!

*

*

*

*
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Atthetavern....

Mogogiremainedcalm sittingonthechairwhile

Batsilestoodbyboiling,Amane'sheartpoundedas

shelookedbackattheothercustomersbutsofar

noneofthem wasawareofwhatjusthappened...

Amane:Batsilecanwepleasetalkinprivate!

Batsile:(ToMogogi)Youneedtoleave.

Mogogi:Oluckykeapereuniform,mmehelaI'm not

leavingkesaja,howmanytimesdoihavetotellyou

thatyourwifecooksforme?Ican'tleavebeforeshe

feedsme.

Amane:(turnedtohim)Mogogiwee
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Heshruggedhisshouldersapologeticallyandsighed

leaningback...

Amane:Batsilekekopagoreretsamae,youcan't

harassmycustomers.

Batsile:Customerskeeneyo?

Amane:(loweredhervoice)Doyouwantto

embarrassmehapelegadicustomera?Kekopa

goreoyelapeng.Idon'tneedthiskindofbehaviorin

mybusinessarea.Iwillhandlemyclientsthewayi

seefit

Batsile:Babethisguyisnoteatinghere.

Amane:Sosantseontalela?

ShereachedinherpocketanddialedBasithenshe

puthim onloudspeakerastheyglaredateach

other...

Basi:Hello?
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Batsile:Kekopagororeyemonnaoalesego

harassadicustomeratsame.You'reonloudspeaker

hecanhearyou.

Basi:Oharassamang?MthakawaleSSG?

Amane:yes

Basi:(calmly)Batman?....Batsile?....Keagobitsa

nkarabe...Batsile?Hello?

Amane:Hecanhearyougaarabekebomo.

Basi:I'm comingoverkanaBatsilegaautwe.

Batsileturnedaroundandwalkedawaythem Amane

walkedtowardstheotherumbrellatalkingtothe

phone...

Amane:Heleft

Basi:Didhedriveoff?

Amane:No,heissittinginthecar...(lookingatthe

car)Ohheisdrivingawaynow.
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Basi:I'llcallhim,sowhatdidhedo?

Amane:Hejustflippedtheplateyacustomerspilling

everything,healmostspilledthefoodonthis

customerbutheisonuniform...PleasetellBatsile

goreidon'twanthim inmybusinessarea.

Basi:I'm sorryforwhathejustdid.Batsileodirisiwa

dilotseokegorewagorataandhefearslosingyou.

Amane:I'm surehestilllovedmewhenhehad

unprotectedsexandmadeababy.Pleasetellhim to

stopharassingmycustomers.

Basi:HeisnotOKbutI'lltalktohim.Maybeyouguys

shouldtrycounselling.

Amane:I'llnevergoformarriagecounselling

becauseit'suselessiftheotherspouseislyingand

sayingthingsthathethinksyouwanttohear.We

havebeentomarriagecounsellingbeforebuthe

nevermentionedhavingunprotectedsexandnot

evenbuyingmorningafterpill.Batsilehashad4kids

soheknewwhatwascoming.

Basi:Noneofyouwantsmarriagecounsellingnordo

youwanttoinvolvetheelders.Relethusejang?
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Amane:Ifyoucankeepyourbrotherawayfrom my

businessandhousethatwouldbegreat.

Basi:Takemokgalemeleee

Amane:Thankyou

ShehungupandwalkedbacktoMogogi'stable

whereshepickedtheplate...

Amane:I'm sorryaboutthat,I'llgoprepareanother

plate.

Mogogi:(lookingather)IseverythingOK?

Shelookedawayandsighed..

Amane:Yes..

Mogogi:Pleasehaveaseat...Justforasecond...

ShesighedandsatdownasMogogilookedather...
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Mogogi:Lookatme...

Shehadneverreallybeencomfortablelookinginhis

eyesbutshegatheredherstrengthandlookedat

him.Hisuniform fithim perfectlyespeciallyaround

hisstrongmuscularbiceps...

Mogogi:(smiled)Nkarelebakwano...

Shelookedinhiseyesthenhesmiled,shesmiled

andlookedaway...

Mogogi:AreyouOK?

Amane:I'llbe...

Mogogi:Tellmeaboutit...Therehastobean

explanationforthat.

Amane:Hecheatedandhadababywithanother
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woman.Ithoughticouldhandleitbutithurts..I

wanttowalkawayfrom itall.

Mogogi:Ifthat'sthecasemeshowinguphereisa

badideabecauseheisgoingtothinkyou'releaving

becauseofmeso...I'llstayaway

Amane:SoI'm losingacustomer?

Mogogi:(smiled)No,ican'tsurvivewithoutyour

foodsoI'llfindawaytoeatyourfoodwithout

cominghere.

Amane:(smiled)OK...(stood)Letmegetyourplate

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawayashestaredat

her....

Atthemainhouse....

LateronBatsilezippedhissuitsandloadedthem in

thecarwhiletalkingtothephone...
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Basi:Whereareyou?

Batsile:I'm loadingmythings,ihavetomoveoutso

Breecanputinatenant.

Basi:Kekopagoreotekwanorebue,gakelwe.We

aregrownpastthatstageandijustwanttotalkto

you.

Batsile:Ok,I'llcome.

Basi:Doyoumeanit?

Batsile:Yes,I'm onmyway

Basi:Shap

HehungupasBreearrivedfrom school...

Bree:Hi..

Batsile:Hi..Itookoutmythings,youcanadvertise

thehouse.

Bree:AreyouOK?

Batsile:Yeah,I'm fine.Howmuchareyoupayingthe
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maid?

Bree:Weagreedon1K,youcanpayhalfof

everythingandI'llpayanotherhalfsinceI'llbe

puttinginthetenants.

Batsile:Ok..I'llbestayingatthecampsite,soiwon't

beseeingThataeverydaybutI'llgethim on

weekendswhenIgettheotherchildren.

Bree:DidyoufightwithAmane?

Batsile:No.

Heclosedthedoorandgotinthecarthenhedrove

offasBreewalkedinthehouseandtookpicturesfor

theadvert...

AtBasimane'sHouse...

Batsileparkedthecarandsighedsittinginside,Basi

steppedoutofthehouseandgotinthecar.



Iam

HesatfacingBatsilewhowasleaningontheside

restinghisheadonhishand...

Basi:Ithoughtyouunderstoodmeyesterday...What

happened?Kerayagoreabegorengjaanong?Ke

kopagoreonnecomfortable...I'm notjudgingyou...

I'm notangry...Ijustwanttounderstandhowyou

thinkharassingthisguywillsaveyourmarriage..

Batsilelookeddownthoughtfully,histhroatdriedin

painthenheleanedoverthesteeringwheel.Basi

reachedoverandpathisback...

Basi:Batman?

Herubbedhisnoseandleanedbacktearfully...

Batsile:Ittakeseverythingtohaveherbutnotmuch

toloseher.I'velovedAmanefrom day1butshe
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alwaysleft...Always...I'vealwayshadtoworkhardto

haveher,ilivedinfearofherleavingmeevenasmy

wifeiwasalwaysafraidshe'dleavebecausethe

truthis..Amanedoesn'tlovemethewayiloveher...

Shedoesn'tevenlovemethewayAmandaloved

me...Gonejaanaiknowsheisgoingtosleepwith

thisguy.

Basi:Maybesheisgoingtobutyou'rejustspeeding

theprocessbyharassinghim.Youjustmadeafool

ofyourselfoutthere...thewayshetalksabouthim is

chilling...Shealreadyfeelshim...Shesaidampore

omotsheladijommeobonagoremothooleo

theogetselikehisuniform ismuchmoreimportant

thanyourfrustrationatthattime.Pleasegiveher

somespace...Youhavenorighttocomplain.Iknow

ithurtsbutyouneedtoconsiderthatshemighthave

actuallystoppedlovingyou...

Batsile:Onemistake...justoneandeverythingI've

donegoodisforgotten...Alltheyearsofmyhard

work,mysupport,travellinghalfwayacrossthe

worldtogetherhelpandnowmyonlymistake

cannotbeforgotten...Amaneabeatagoemelaa
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guywhodoesn'tevenknowhowmuchisacrificedto

saveher.I'm notsayingsheowesmeforeverythingi

didbutideserveasecondchance.

Basi:Iagreewithyoubutwecan'tforceherto

forgiveyou.Youcan'tforcehertoseepastyour

mistakes.Focusonyourchildren...Isaidleye

counsellingbutshedoesn'twantit,pushhertodoit

butifshedoesn'twanttoyou'lleventuallyaccept

thatthingsaren'tthesame.OnethingI'llnotletyou

doistofightthisguy.Promisemeyou'llnevergoto

Amane'stavern

Batsile:Iwon'tgo,gobotokahelakesayecompletely

goreakgonegothokomelacustomerayagagwein

peace.

Basi:Thankyou..Sohaveyoufoundahouse?

Batsile:Ithinkishouldgostayatthecampsite

becauseifI'm inMaunI'llbetemptedtopassthere

orbyherhouse.Idon'twanttostalkher.

Basi:Goodthinking.

Batsile:I'llgiveherthecar,Bamewilldropmeoffat

thecampsite...Nextweekthecampsitewillbe
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buyingacarsoicandrivethatinthemeantime.We

aregettingbookingsanditlooksgoodsofar.

Basi:See?Pleasefocusonbusiness

Batsile:Alright..

Basi:(steppedout)Talktomeifanythingis

botheringyou.

Batsile:sure.

BasiclosedthedoorandsteppedbackthenBatsile

startedthecaranddroveoff...

Atthetavern....

LaterthatafternoonBameparkedthecarand

jumpedtothepassengerseatwhileBatsileparked

ontheothersideandrolledupthewindows...

Batsile:Takedropedikey
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Bame:Sure...(pointedatMogogisittingwithAmane)

Isthattheguy?

Batsile:Yeah

Bame:Elegoreotheogelaleng,soheneverleftafter

thosehours?AndAmaneisn'tcookingsheisjust

sittingtherestaringinhiseyesorwhat?!

Batsile:Basintseankgalemelakgantelearetswe

mogoeo,I'm justdroppingoffthekeys.

Bame:A-eMogogiwalonaobatagonyela,gobata

remonyedisaBasiasaitsesepe.

Batsile:MoleseakereobothokwamogoAmane.Its

herbusinessandhercustomer,don'tgetoutofthe

car.

BatsileapproachedtheumbrellawhileMogogiand

Amanechattedunaware,theylaughedoutloudand

stoppedinterruptedbyhim asheplacedthekeysin

frontofher...

Batsile:I'm goingtothecampsite.
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Sheputdownherdrinkandlookedathim buthe

didn'twaitforheranswer.HewalkedbacktoBame's

carandgotinthenhedroveoffputtingonacap..

Bameturnedlookingathim andsighed...

Bame:Oshapo?

Batsile:Yeah,I'llbefine.Itwasmorepainfulthefirst

timewithDife,maybeitwasbecauseDifewas

loaded,ormaybeI'm justgettingusedtothiskindof

thing.IthinkI'vejustacceptedthatmyonemistake

ruinedandcancelledallthegoodidid.I'lldobetter

nexttime.

Hejoinedtheroadanddroveoff....

AMONTHLATER...

*
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AtBame'sHouse...

Thehelpercleanedthekitchenandwalkedoutwhile

thekidswerewatchingTV,shewalkedinherroom

andpickedherphonefrom thechargerthenshe

removedherdoekandfixedherfacegettingready

foravideocallbuthergirlfriendcalledbeforeshe

couldfinish.Shesmiledandputthephoneonthe

standandsmiledblushinglookingathergirlfriend

asshewiggledhereyebrowsandtiedher

dreadlocks...

Her:Heybabe...What'sup

Maid:(blushed)Iwasabouttocallyou...

Sheleanedoverfixinghermakeup...
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Her:Doyoulikethebikiniisent?

Maid:Yeah,it'sbeautiful...

Her:showme...

Shestoodupandchangedintoacolourfulbikinias

hergirlfriendsmiledandnodded...

Her:Turnaround..

Sheturnedaroundandsmiledthenthedooropened,

shejumpedandcoveredherselfwithatowelasDiva

walkedinthenshegotherphoneandcutthecall.

Diva:Hi...

Maid:(tiedthetowel)Hi..

Diva:Ibroughtyourpayment,(handedittoher)But

wewon'tbeneedingyouanymore.
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HerfacedroppedasshelookedatDiva...

Maid:Dididosomethingwrong?

Diva:No,wedon'tneedahelperanymore.You'll

leavetomorrowifyoucan'tleavetoday.

Maid:I'llgonow

Diva:Thankyou..

Shewalkedoutwithastraightface,thehelperdialed

hergirlfriendandputherphoneasideasshe

packed...

Her:Babe

Maid:Hi,I'vebeenfired

Her:Why

Maid:shedidn'tsay...Shejustsaidshedoesn'tneed

ahelperanymore.
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Her:Ithinkit'sbecauseofthatissueyoutoldme

about,herwantingyoutolookuglybecauseshe

thinksthehusbandwillfallforyou.

Maid:Idon'tevenfeelmenlikethat

Her:Don'tbegherforajob,justgohome.I'llkeep

sendingyoumoneyforuntilwehavesavedenough

foryoutogobacktoschool.Atleastigotpromoted

soI'lltakecareofyou.

Maid:Ok,letmefinish.I'llcallyoukelekostopong.

Her:Loveyou

Maid:Loveyoumore.

Shehungupandfinishedpackingthenshepicked

herbagandwalkedout...

Her:Keatsamaya

Diva:(sittingonthecouch)Ok,bye..
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ShewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenDivadialed

anewhelper...

Her:Hello

Diva:Hi,areyoureadytostarttomorrow?

Her:Eemma,I'llreallyappreciateit.

Diva:Yousaidyouhavekidsright?

Her:Yes,myfirstbornisatertiarystudent,theother

oneisatajuniorschoolandthelastbornisaboutto

finishprimaryschool.Iknowhowtodohome

chores...Iwasmarried.I'm strugglingandlifeisnot

easy...IknowI'm wayolderthanyoubutipromiseI'll

respectyou

Diva:(smiled)It'sOK,ijustwantedtomakesure.

Seeyoutomorrow.

Her:Bye

Shehungupandsmiled....
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Atthesalon...

LaterthatafternoonAmanepressedherphone

sittinginfrontofthemirrorasthehairdresser

installedherwigandtrimmedthefrontlace..

SheclickedontheCo-Sister-In-lawWhatsAppgroup

andclickedonDiva'smessage.

Diva:Ifoundamaid.

Summer: Goodforyou,thatgirlistoosexy.Sexy

girlsarenotsupposedtobemaidsinhousesthat

havehusbands.Iwouldhaveaskedhertoworkin

overalls.

Amane: Butherfacewouldstillbeshowing,that

girlwassohotnkareblackversionofBree

Diva: Ididn'tfireherbecausesheisbeautiful,ijust

wantedsomeoneolder.

June: BareBree,howisshe?
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Amane:Shecalledmeearlierareobatagoncheka,

waitseBreekesepoko.Kooreoitirankaregaanjela

monna,shesaysshehasaboyfriendandshewants

myadvice.Itriedtogethertotalkonthephonebut

sherefusedshesaysshewantsustomeet.

June:Ilikeher,nowadayssheismature.Ilikehow

shetakescareofhersonandfocusesonschoolat

thesametime.GatweRetsileissendingherflowers

wantingbacklove.

Amane:OhandAmanewillbeincourttomorrow,

hopefullyshe'llbegrantedbail.

June: sheshouldgetoutofprisonbeforeBree

fucksherman,thatgirllikesmakingbabiesfor

marriedmen.Maybethat'swhosheistalkingabout

Amane: Juuuune

Summer: Amandawouldbangherheadonthe

wallandpokeherChineseeyes.Iam inlovewith

Amandaeversincethe"murder"Iam personally

prayingforherbecauseiwouldhavedoneworse.I

wouldhaveevenchoppedthatwalkermoron.
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Diva: lesureSummerisahuman?

Summer: Iam somewhereinbetween

ShesmiledchattingwithhersistersthenMogogi's

callcamethrough...

Amane:(softly)Hello?

Mogogi:Okae?

Amane:I'm inasaloon,why?

Mogogi:Iwanttoshowyousomething...Butitsa

littlefaraway,cansomeonetobabysitthekids?We

mighttake2or3hoursthere

Amane:Ihaveahelperbuttheirfathersaidheison

hiswaytopickthem sotheycanspendtheweekend

atthecampsite.

Mogogi:Soyou'llbefreethewholeweekend?

Amane:(laughed)I'llbeworking.

Mogogi:Ok,talktomerightafterhepicksthekids.
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I'llcomegetyou

Amane:Ok,whatdoyouwanttoshowme?

Mogogi:(smiled)You'llsee,mmekechaiseautwa

Amane:Ok,Shap

Shehungupandlookedatthemirrorasthe

hairdressersprayedherhair...

Her:I'm done...

Shestoodupandsmiledadmiringherselfthenshe

paidandwalkedoutinhighheels.

AtAmane'sHouse...

LateronBatsiledrovethroughthegateandparked

thecar,thechildrenranoutofthehousewiththeir

backpacksandthrewthem inthecarasthenanny
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stoodatthedoor..

Batsile:Hi!

Her:Dumelang!

Batsile:Didtheygeteverythingtheyneed?

Her:Eerra..

Amanepulledovernexttohim andsteppedoutas

thewindblewherweaveexposingherfacethenshe

tookoffhersunglassesandclosedthedoor.He

staredatherasshewalkedaroundthecarand

approachedinlittledressandhighheels..She

lookedyoungerandyoungereverytimehesawher...

Amane:Higuysdidyougetyourtoiletrypacks?

Toothbrushes,etc?

All:Yes!
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Batsile:(lookingather)Hey

Amane:Hi...GoShap...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedinthehouseholding

herbag.

Batsileturnedoffthecarandsteppedout...

Batsile:I'm coming..

Hewalkedinthehouseasthemaidknockedoff,he

walkedtowardsthebedroom andstoppedatthe

doorlookingatherasshetookoffherhighheels

andsteppeddownbarefooted.Evenherfeetand

toeshadpedicures...

Batsile:Hi...
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Sheturnedaroundtakingoffherroundearringsand

lookedathim..

Amane:Didtheyforgetsomething?

Batsile:No,weneverhaveachancetotalkso...Ijust

wantedtosayhi...

Sheopenedherjewelleryboxandputthem inside

thensheopenedthewardrobeandtookoutanew

outfitwhichshelayonthebed...

Batsile:Imissyou,howareyouholdingup?

Amane:Um...Whatcanisay...

Heswallowedlookingatherasshetookoffher

dressremainingwithaG-stringthenshegrabbeda

towelandwrappedherselfbeforeputtingona

showercap...
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Batsile:Areyougoingout?

Amane:Weagreedonabreak...Pleasedon'tstart.I

can'tdealwithyourightnow.Getyourkidsandgo...

Shewalkedbacktothedressingtableandleaned

overthemirrorremovinghereyelashesthenher

phonelitonthebed,helookedat'Mogogicalling'as

apictureofhimselfandhissquadinuniform holding

gunsflushedonherscreen.Thephonewasonsilent

andhewasn'tevensurewhattosayassheturned

andpickedherfacewash...

Amane:Kebatagothapa,isthereanythingelse?

Helookedinhereyesandsighedtryingtoholdher

wristbutshehidherhandbehindherback...

Amane:Therrapleasedon'tstart...Ididn'tseeThata

inthecar,whereishe?
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Batsile:I'llbegettinghim from here..

Amane:Eetsamayaeengwanaotogaaitatsaleswe

agoletile...Pleasego.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutthenshegrabbed

herphoneandwalkedinthebathroom whereshe

closedthedoor.

BatsilegotinthecarwithalongfaceasChase

lookedathim sittinginthefrontseat..

Chase:What?

Hesnappedoutofitandputonasmile..

Batsile:Nothing,putonyourseatbelt

Chase:Dadyoulookedlikeyouwantedtocry

Batsile:ChaseisaidI'm fine!
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Chase:Whyareyougettingangry?

Batsile:(startedthecaranddroveout)I'm notinthe

moodforyourendlessquestions.

Chase:I'm oldenoughtoseewhenyou'rehiding

something,iwatchTViknowshithappensdude

Batsile:"shit"

Chase:Mybad...

Batsilesighedandjoinedtheroadashisphone

receivedamessage.Beflippedthescreenandread

theWhatsAppmessagebeforeactuallyopeningit

Babe:Hey,hepickedthekidssoI'm takingshower

thenyoucancomepickmeup.

Hepulledonthesideoftheroadandclickedonit

butithadbeendeleted.
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Helickedhisdrylipsashisheartedpumpedthenhe

madeaUturnbacktothehouseandparkedbesides

hercar.

Batsile:I'm coming..

Kids:OhMaaaan!

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedinthehousewhere

hestoppedatthebathroom door...

Batsile:Babe?

Amane:Whatdoyouwant?

Bame:I'm notfeelingwell,canyouhelpdrivebackto

thecampsiteyou'llcomebacktomorrow..Please...

Openthedoor.Ihaveaheadacheandihaven'tslept

inawhile...Openthedoor...

Sheopenedthebathroom doorandrubbedthe

wateroffherface..
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Batsile:Canyouhelpmedriveback,ipromiseyou'll

haveyourownroom andIwon'tbotheryoueither.

Hiseyeschangedredashelookedather...

Batsile:Please...Givemeyourweddingringhand...

Please...

Shegavehim herhandthenheheldherturnedher

ringproperlybeforelookinginhereyes..

Batsile:Canyoupleasecomewithus...You'llcome

backinthemorning...Ican'tdriveinmycondition.

I'm notfeelingwell...Canyoucomewithus?

Shelookedinhiseyesreddisheyesashischest

pumpedandshecouldfeelhishandshakingand

sweatingasheheldherhand...
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AtAmane'sHouse...

Amane:Ican'tgo...Ihavetoworktomorrow

Batsile:Akereyoudon'topenearlyinthemorning..

I'llpersonallybringyouback.I'm sureI'llbefineby

then..

Amane:Ihavetogomeetsomeladiesweare

discussingmotshelo.Ifyoucanstandhereandtalk

tomeyoucandrive..Iliterallyjustsentoneofthe

ladiesamessageaskingthem topickmeup

Batsile:Sothat'swhereyou'regoing?

Amane:YeahwheredoyouthinkI'm going?

Batsile:AreyoustilltalkingtoMogogi?

Amane:No,butwehaveMogogiinthegroup.It'sa

woman
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Batsile:Youwantmetobelievethereisaparentout

therewhonamedherdaughterMogogi?

Amane:IwasnamedAmane,istilldon'tknowwhat

thesignificanceofmynameis,otherpeopleactually

calledtheirkidsMoloi,Idon'tknowwhybagologolo

nnebabitsajalo..

Helookedathernowconfused,shesaiditsocalmly

shewasprobablytellingthetruth...It'sapossibility

hecouldn'tignoreespeciallywithhim havinga

historyofcheating..Hemighthavemadeamistake

thinkingshe'dactlikeheoncedid...heprobablyhad

togiveherthebenefitofthedoubt..

Amane:Kealeitakomeetingwamotshelo

Shewipedherfaceandwalkedpasthim carryingher

phonethenheturnedandwalkedout.

HegotinthecarandclosedthedoorasChase
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suspiciouslylookedathim,heflashedasmileand

startedthecarthenhedroveoffasChase

connectedtheBluetoothandplayedmusic....

AtBree'sHouse...

LateronBatsiledrovepastthetenant'scarpassing

tothebackwhereBreewashangingthebaby's

sheetsontheline.Batsilesteppedoutandclosed

thedoorasthekidsstucktheirheadsout..

Oreneile:WeareheretopickThata!!

Lele:Thata!?

Bree:Youtooktoolongibileipostponedmy

appointment.

Batsile:Ihadsomethingtodo

Bree:Ok...Letmebringhim
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HestoodbythestoopasBreesteppedoutwiththe

babyandthebabybag..

Bree:Ihopehedoesn'ttroubleyouatnight

Batsile:Hedoesbutiexpectit,Lelejuststopped

wakingupatnightrecently.

Bree:Ok...So...(reluctantly)Justarandom question...

WouldyoumindifivisitedafriendwithThata?

Batsile:Whatkindofafriend?Boyfriend?

Bree:Yeah

Batsile:Ifyou'resureabouttherelationshipi

wouldn'tmind,itwouldn'tberightifit'salotofguys.

Wajola?

Bree:Kindof...

Batsile:OK,Shap

Heturnedaroundandputthebabyinthebackashis
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siblingsscrambledforhim thenhedroveoff,his

minddriftedbacktoAmane'smessage,Mogogi's

callandhowbeautifulshelooked...Thatdresswas

tooshortforjustamotshelomeetingwiththe

ladies...

AtAmane'sHouse....

LateronAmaneputonherheelsandsatonthebed

thoughtfullythenshedialedhim...

Mogogi:Hello?

Amane:Hi,Hubbyntsealehaatsayabanabutheis

suspicious.Batsilecanbeverystubbornandtheway

heeasilybelievedmeidon'tknowifheisconvinced

soithinkweshouldpostponebecausehemight

comebackorworsefollowus..

Mogogi:I'llbeonthelookout,youcangetataxi..

He'lllosesight.

Amane:I'm stillamarriedwomanandishouldbe
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careful..Ican'taffordtobecaughtwithyou.

Mogogi:You'realwaysbusyweneverhavetimeto

meet...Ireallyneedtoseeyoutonight.Please...

Tsayataxiifyouthinkhe'llfollowyourcar.

Amane:No,Batsilecanbepatientbutwhenheloses

itgonnadrama.Legolwagaatshabegolwa...Let's

becarefulorwaituntilthedivorcehasbeen

finalised..It'sjustinafewmonths...

Mogogi:(sighed)Ok,youwouldn'tcheatonus

thoughright?

Amane:Us?

Mogogi:Batsileandi

Amane:(laughed)Ibilereajolannalewena?(they

laughed)Ija

Mogogi:(smiled)Iloveyou...

Amane:Iam someone'swife,shehkanamaSSG

gatweletshwanalemasolekadithalohanyo.I'm not

cheatingonyoutwoee

Mogogi:(smiled)Alright,bye
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Shesmiledandhungupthenshetookoffhershoes

andputonsleepershoesheadingtothelivingroom

thentherewasaknock.Sheopenedthedoorand

smiledattheneighbour...

Him:Hi,ineedyourhelp..Jillisonherperiodforthe

firsttimeand...I'm freakingout...Sheisjust10.I

don'tevenknowwhatkindofpadsihavetobuy...

Amane:Anypadisfinebutsincesheisyoungshe

probablyneedsabiglongonetocoverthewhole

areabehindandinfront...

Him:Eishidon'twanttoimaginemydaughterledi

period,thisissoawkwardgonnasingleparentke

stress.IknewthistimewouldcomebutithoughtI'll

thinkaboutitwhensheis12orsomething..

Amane:Let'sgobuyhersomething,therearegood

brandsforteensthenI'lltalktoheraboutit.Atleast

wetalkandshewillbecomfortable...(laughed)

Malobakehaanthayaareobatagoshaverbecause

moririwammabaandigaveheranewrazerwitha
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handle.

Him:Eishatleastlekgonagobua.Thankyouthe

mma.Iappreciateit..

Amane:Don'tworry

Shelockedthedoorandfollowedhim out..

AtSpar....

Laterontheneighbourparkedthecarandthey

steppedoutwalkingintotheshop..

Amane:Sorulenumber1whenyouhaveachildwho

isatthisstage...Alwayshaveextrapadsbecause

shewon'tknowhowtotrackherperiodplusitsnot

easytoalwaysaskforpads.Buythreepacksevery

month...alsoPadsareboughtwithpantylinersand

shewillneedcottonpantiesifshehasn'tbeenusing

them already.
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Him:Pantylinerskeadiitse,cottonpantykeyonee

ntsietsang.

Amane:It'sok,I'llgetherpantiestomorrow...I'llcome

withhersoicanshowher.

Him:Kanaoratabotonaotaaitumelaayashopping,

thelagotwedaddykanaI'm notababyanymore...

Theylaughedpickingupafewthingsthenhegota

fewdrinksandsnacksforhisdaughterbeforethey

joinedthequeuechatting.

MeanwhileMogogiandhisfriendwalkedinand

grabbedabasket...

Friend:Isn'tthatAmane?

Mogogiturnedandlookedatherasshelaughed

withanotherman.
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Friend:(laughed)Lookslikeyougotditchedfor

that...I'lljuststicktomywifehaelegoreyoucanbe

cheatedbyyourcheatingpartner.

Mogogi'sheartbeatracedashelookedatthetwoof

them walkingout...

Mogogi:Keeta

Friend:(grabbedhim andloweredhisvoice)No,MG?!

No,you'renotdoingthis...

Mogogi:Ijustwanttotalk,gakelwe

Friend:(grabbedhim)Stop...Calm down...sheisnot

evenyours.

Thefriendheldhim backuntiltheywalkedout

unawarethenhelethim go...

*

**
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AtAmane'sHouse....

LaterthatnightAmanewalkedinthehouseand

lockedthedoor,shegotinthekitchenandgrabbed

herdrinkbeforeheadingtothebedroom whereshe

satonthetableandwentthroughhermails.The

restaurantspaceownerhadrepliedanditwasa

positiveresponse...Shesmiledatthethoughtof

actuallyhavingherownspace...Butthenwhatifshe

mademoremoneybecauseofthelocation?Allthe

constructionworkersatethere,theyevenhad

monthlyaccounts,managersanddirectorsatethere

too...Obviouslytheywouldn'tdriveallthewaytothe

mall..Herlocationwasconvenientbutthenshecan't

justbestuckincaravanforever...

ShepickedherphoneanddialedBatsilebutthe
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hungupbeforeitcouldring.Shehadtolearntolive

andsurviveonherownifshewasreallygoingtogo

throughwiththis.

Herphonethenshepicked...

Amane:Hello?

Mogogi:Hi...Whatareyoudoing?

Amane:Gettingreadyforbed

Mogogi:Canicomeover?

Amane:Inhere?No,isharethehousewiththe

childrenandmyhusbandisstillpayingtherent.

Mogogi:Akeremmebanagabayoobatsere..Iwon't

parkmycarintheyard,I'llparkfrom adistanceand

walkover.

Amane:Mogogirrangng...

Mogogi:Areyouhavingsecondthoughts?

Amane:Maybecoldfeet...Ijustdon'tfeel
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comfortablebringingsomeoneintoourhouse.

Mogogi:Neoredivorceeemejang?

Amane:Ihaven'tfiledfordivorce,iwantedtodoitin

acoupleofmonths.

Mogogi:Ifeellikeyou'restalling

Amane:Ifeellikeyou'reputtingmeunderpressure

todivorce,Ihavebeenplanningtodivorcebefore

youcameintothepicturesoyou'renotsupposedto

feellikeI'm stallingbecauseI'm notevendivorcing

becauseofyou.I'm divorcingbecauseican'thandle

seeingmyhusband'ssonfrom hisinfertilitywheni

wassick.Itriedtodohandleitbutifailedandturned

intoanalcoholic.You'resupposedtosupportmeas

afriendnottopressuriseme.

Mogogi:Ok,you'rerightiguessI'm justscaredyou

mightchangeyourmind..I'm sorry.I'llputmy

feelingsasideandsupportyou

Amane:Gotshwanalegonegomitaatnightora

sleepoveristillcan'tdothatbecauseI'm still

someone'swife.Canyouimaginewhatwould

happenifhecaughtmecheating?Idon'twanttoend
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upinanewspaperkesengwaleina.Youknowifthis

getsoutI'llbethelaughingtopicbecauseit'salways

awoman'sfault.BothyouandBatsilewillbevictims.

Neotasentehelaleadingmeintotemptationrrewa

lessgkauniform egotshwanelalesmilenyana,ne

olecarefulhelasentelegojasengweneotsilego

sebonajaanongotshosiwakeengosaiketewa

letelakukunerra?

Mogogi:(laughedandbithislowerlipblushing)

You'reright...(rubbedhisheadandsighedsmiling)

I'm sorry.

Amane:(laughedblushing)It'sOK,you'reforgiven.

Mogogi:IwaswithmycolleagueearlierkoSpar,we

sawyouwithsomeguyandhewaslaughingatme

areenegaanagochitahiswifeifcheatingpeople

cancheatingontheircheatingpartners.Waitseke

hakesulagaletswe

Amane:(laughedoutloud)WatsenaMG,thatguyis

myneighbour.Wewerebuyingpadsforhisdaughter.

Mogogi:Phewreally?Babeyoualmostgavemea

heartattack!
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Amane:(laughed)Mxm,waitsewena...

Mogogi:(laughed)I'm sorry..

Amane:Sotellme..Whereisyourgirlfriend,kids?

Mogogi:Idon'thaveany,ibrokeupwithmyex

girlfriendlastyear.Shecheatedwithmyyounger

cousin

Amane:Sorry

Mogogi:Kelife

Amane:Kids?

Mogogi:Ihaveneverbeeninalongstable

relationshipthatispeacefulenoughtobringababy

into.Ididn'thaveahappychildhoodsoidon'twant

tobringababyintoacomplicatedsituationand

expectthem tounderstandthewaymyparents

expectedmetounderstandwhyiwascaughtinthe

middle.

Amane:Itiedmytubesaftermy4thchildandI'm not

passionateabouthavinganymorekids.

Mogogi:Tubescanbeuntiedandyou'renot

supposedtobepassionateaboutanotherchild,your
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marriagesucksandyoudon'tknowanythingabout

yournextboyfriend.Ittakestimetodevelopthat

passion.

Amane:True...

ShelaidonherbackchattingasBatsile'scallcame

through,sheglancedatitandignoredit,heprobably

wantedtowhineaboutsomething,beghertocome

overandtalkaboutthekidswhichcanwait...

Shesmiledliftingherlegandputtingitonthewallas

sheandMogogichatted...

Atthecampsite...

ThenextmorningBatsilegotupfrom hisbedand

satontheedgelookingdownathischildreneachof

them lyingontheirsinglemattressasleep.Obakeng

snoringunderhisblueouterspaceduvet,Oreneilein

herDisneyprincessesduvet,Losikaunder
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Spongebobduvet,Leleunderpeppapigandfinally

thebabyofthewholelegacyThataundertheablue

duvetcover.

Damn,thiswasquiteanumber...Thewholefloor

wasfullofkids..Helaughedathimselfandlaidback

staringatthethatchedroof...Hardasitwasto

acceptthepossibilityoflosinghiswifeitwasgood

knowinghedidn'tabandonthislittlemanthewayhis

fatherabandonedthem fortheloveofawoman...

Themorehethoughtaboutit...Itkindofmade

sense,he'dneveracceptanotherman'schild...

Specificallyoneconceivedthroughcheatingso

maybethiswastheendoftheirmarriageand

Amanewasn'tsurehowhe'dhandlethesituation.

Perhapsshewantedhim tostartthedivorceprocess

insteadwhicheverhewouldhavetoeventually

acceptthathismistakewashardtoforgiveperhaps

becauseithadareminder...
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Hegotoffthebedcarefulnottowakethechildren

thenhegotintheshower.Heturnedtheshoweron

andbegunshoweringlostinthoughtsgoingthrough

allpossibilities...IfAmanewantedtodivorcehe

neededtoestablishthatbeforeactuallyputtinghis

wholeenergyintothiscampsiteincaseshewanted

hershare...Heneededaclearansweraboutthis

wholethingsohecouldactuallystartstraightening

uphislife....

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutoftheshowerand

lookedathimselfonthemirrorashewipedhimself

withatowelthenhegrabbedthecombandpicked

hisshadehaircut.Heputonhisshortsandvestthen

hewalkedbackintheroom andputontheoveralls

andboots,hegrabbedapairofglovesandwalked

outintoagreatmorningbreeze...

Hewalkedacrossthelawnheadingtothebararea

wherethenewstaffwaspackingnewstockof

alcoholandnonealcoholicdrinks...
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Batsile:Hi,whereistheheadhousekeepingleeneo

gonekwa.?

Waiter:Yes,they'reabouttostarttheorientation.Le

ronareeta,wejustwantedtopackthesedrinks

becauseapparentlytherewillbenewguestsfrom

abroad,theymightneedexoticdrinks.

Batsile:(laughed)Iwonderifwearereadytooperate

Waiter:Wearereadyboss,skawara

Batsile:Alright..

Hewalkedtowardsreceptionareaandwalked

towardstheconferenceroom,heknockedandstuck

hisheadinwavingoverhispersonalassistant.

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

Her:Goodmorning
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Batsile:Morning,mychildrenarestillasleepinmy

room,keepaneyeonthem andtalktothehead

housekeeperbabaisetsedijo.Thekitchenstaffhas

startedoperatingright?

Her:Yes,they'resupposedtostarttoday.

Batsile:Ok

Her:(smiled)Bosskanastaffnesebotsagore

gagonaofficialopeningkaMonday?Nothingbigjust

tomeetupandpray,haveadrinkandmoveonwith

ourdailyduties.

Batsile:(laughed)Nothingbigthough,idon'twant

mediaattention.Tellthem tomakeabudget,

nothingmorethan1K

Her:(smiled)That'smorethanenough,rerekadi

drinksandsnacksforthestaffhela.Wewillletyou

abouttheprogram goreoredirelespeechsa3

minutes,butit'sdefinitelyMonday.

Batsile:(laughed)Noproblem.I'm goingtohelpthe

gardeners

Her:Ok...
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Heturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthegarden

puttingonhisglovesthenhedialedAmanebutthere

wasnoanswer.Hetypedheramessage.

Batsile:Heybabe,justwantedtosaygoodmorning.

Thisguyscorneredmeintohavingasmallofficial

opening,I'dlikeitifyou'rebymyside.I'llgiveyou

moredetailswhenthey'redoneplanningbecausee

dilotsaMonday.

Heslidhisphoneinthebackpocketandgreetedthe

gardenersthenhegrabbedthediggingforkasthey

chattedworkingonthelandscapeofthecampsite...

AtBame'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningBamesteppedoutofthe

bedroom fixinghistiewhileDivadustedthecouch...
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Bame:Ican'tbelieveI'm solate...

Heleanedoverandkissedherasshefixedthepanty

hoseonherhead...

Diva:You'renotthatbad...

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenheopened

fixinghistieandfrownedlookingatPeter'sexwife..

Diva:Hi...Comein...

ShewalkedinandlookedatBameinshockasDiva

smiled...

Diva:BabethisisMaThandie,sheisournew

helper...Thatgirlquityesterday.
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Bame:Oh..MaThandieusedtobeourlandlord

manyyearsagowheniarrivedinMaun.Westayedin

heroneroom,sheisagenerouslady.

MaThandie:Iwaswonderingifkeago

tshwantshanya.You'resogrown.

Bame:Thankyou

Diva:Ok,I'llshowyouaroundthehouse.

MaThandie:Letmegetmybags..

TheygotherbagsandwalkedinthenBamegotin

thecaranddroveoff.....

Atthecourt....

Amandasatincourtfacingafullgallerywhereher

sistersatwithherhusband,hisfamilyandlotsofher
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relatives.Herfatherandhiswifesadlyatthefarend

whileLeruoandhisfathersatinthefrontrow...

LindaandMmogosatnexttothem listeningtothe

courtproceedings...ShesearchedforAmanehoping

toseeherbutshewasn't...HereyesmetBasiand

hiswife,henoddedencouraginglythenshelooked

downsadly.

Thebabykickedandgentlyrubbedherbumpuntilit

washerturntospeak...

Amanda:I'm beggingforabail,iam pregnantand...

It'sahighriskpregnancy...Iam constantlysickandI

didn'tevenexpectittocomethisfar...Iam ata

pointwheredoctorsarenotsurehowmuchmore

mybodycantake,ineedtobeclosertothebest

medicalcareprovider.Iwaitedforsomanyyearsto

knowwhatitfeelsliketobepregnant...Formy

baby'ssakeibegforbailsoicanwaitforthetrial

whileathome.Iunderstandiwaswrongbutiam not

guiltybyreasonofinsanity.Iwastemporarilyinsane
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duringthesplitsecond...itwasunexpectedand

unplanned.Ipanickedsohardijustpushedmy

nephewasideandopenedthemachine.Ididn'tknow

therewaswateronthefloor...Ididn'tknowhe'dfall

andhithishead...(tearfully)Ificouldturnbackthe

handsoftimeiwould...Idon'tdenythatmybaby

nephewdiedatmyhandsbutI'm notadangertothe

communityortoanyofmysister'sremaining

children.

Shelookeddownandsighedlookingatthejudge

waitingforthecourtsdecision....

Leruo'sheartpumpedashestaredatthejudge,

Wantlhashookherheadandleanedback....

Judge:Theaccusedshall...

*

*

*



Iam

#171

Atthecourt...

Judge:TheaccusedshallpayacashbailworthP10,

000andprovide3bloodrelatedsuritieswhowill

bondthemselvestotheamountofP5000....

Leruosighedinrelief,heexpectedlessthanthisbut

anythingtogetoutwasok.Hesecretlytookouthis

phoneandcheckedhisbalancethenhelooked

Linda....

AmandaturnedlookingatLeruothenhesmiled,she

sighedinrelief...AfterthehearingAmandaslowly

stoodupandwalkedoutastheofficersescorted

her...
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Outsidethecourtroom LindaandMmogowalked

overLeruo...

Linda:Hi,doyouhavethe10K?

Leruo:Yeah,I'llcashoutfrom myaccountandhers.

Canyoubehersurity?

Linda:Yes,I'llhavetohurryupandgetmypayslip.

Leruo:Ok,letmetalktoyourfather

Linda:Bye

Shehurriedoutthenheturnedaroundandwalked

towardsAmanda'sfather...

Atthetavern...

LateronAmandasteppedoutandjoinedLeruo

undertheumbrella...



Iam

Amane:Hi

Leruo:Hi,Amandahasbeengrantedbail,butoneof

theconditionskesurity,you'llbebondingyourselfka

5K,theywantapaythatshowsyoucanafford5K

shouldAmandafailtofollowthebailconditions.Do

youmakeover5K?

Amane:Yeah,imakeover10Kihaveover40

customerseatinghereveryday..

Leruo:Ok,doyoumindsigningAmandaout?Linda

andherfatherarealreadythere.Wewanttosubmit

everythingtodaysothatshecanbereleased

tomorrow.

Amane:Ok,I'lltalktomyassistantthenwecango

getmybankstatement

Leruo:Thanks...

Shetookoffherapronandwalkedtowardsthecar

asherphonerang..

Amane:Hello?
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Batsile:Icalledyoulastnightandyoudidn'tanswer,

Isentamessageinthemorningandyoudidn'treply.

Doistillexistinyourworld?

Amane:Canicallyouback?Ihavesomething

importanttosortout,I'llcallyouback.

Shehungupandgotinthecarthenshedroveoff

playingmusic...

AtKanako'sHouse...

Kanakowalkedinthehouseanddroppedhiscoaton

thecouch,hesatdownandtookoffhisshoes...The

housewastooquietwithoutBlondie..Hisphone

rangthenhepicked...

Kanako:Hello

Thandie:Hi

Kanako:Hey
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Thandie:IwanttovisitMaun...Iwanttolosemy

virginitytoyou.Iknowyou'remarriedandgoing

throughwhateverbut...Ijustfellinlovewithyour

honestyandhowyoumadesuretotellmebeforewe

couldactuallydoit.

Kanako:(sighed)I'm notinmyrightmind..Idon't

wanttohurtbecauseimightgobacktomywife.

Thandie:Ithoughtyouweredivorcing

Kanako:Yeahbut...Sheisshowingremorseandwe

aregoingforcounselling.Wehaven'tstarted

counsellingyetwehavejustbeentoldnottotalkto

oneanotherfor2weeksthenwewillbegetting

started.

Thandie:Idon'tmindlehalekaboelana

Kanako:Yeahbut

Thandie:(smiled)Please?

Kanako:Agotweketagobitsa

Thandie:Ok,bye
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Hehungupandburriedhisfacebetweenhishands...

AtBatsile'suncle's...

LateronBatsileparkedunderunderthetreehis

unclewassittingunderfixingashoesole.He

steppedoutofthecarandbenthisbentgreeting

him thenhepulledthechairandsat...

Uncle:Howareyou?

Batsile:I'm fine...ButI'm notreallyfine...Um...There

isalotgoingoninmyhouseandI'm atcrossroads....

Iwrongedmywife...Wefoughtkidneydiseaseand

didthetransplantbutallthatweighedonme.I

reachedapointofdesperationandicheatedonher.

Ithoughtnoonewouldfindoutbutifoundoutthe

womanisleptwithisauntie'sdaughter...Bree...Asif

thatwasn'tenough,wedidn'tknowshewas

pregnantwithmychilduntilitwaslate..Amanetried

tohandleit,wetriedtohandleitjustthetwoofus
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withouttellingeveryonewhatwasgoingonorwhy

Retsilejuststoppedtheweddingpreparations.Now

Amanehasmovedoutwiththechildren,shedoesn't

wanttostaywithme,wearenothavingsexandnow

thereisnocommunication.Idon'twanttodivorce...

Iwanttoaskforforgivenessinfrontofherandour

families,theniwanthertotellmewhaticandoto

havemyfamilyback.IfitsnotpossibleIalsoneed

toknowsothatwecangetitoverkadivorceifshe

isafraidtosayit..It'sverypainfultolivewiththis

uncertainty.

Him:Achildisveryhardtoforgive...Ifyoutry

movingonthatverychildwilljustlaughrightonyour

faceandremindyouheishereastheevidenceof

thatnight.Backthenwomenusedtoforgivethis

kindofabehaviourbutitsnotsocommonanymore...

Kegobolelelarurigoreosekawasologelagoree

tarerebitsaMmaMotsumiabedilodisiama.Doyou

understandme?

Batsile:Iunderstand,I'm justmakingsurethatido

everythingicantokeepmyfamilytogether...

Him:Givemeuntiltheafternoon,Letmecallthe
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otherfamilymembersleeneAmanesowecan

arrangeforameetingwiththetwoofyouandworkit

out.

Batsile:Ok,I'llwaitforyou.(stoodup)Thankyou

Him:Bye

Hegotbackinthecaranddroveoffastheoldman

dialedthefamily...

AtAmane'sHouse...

Batsilesatonthestoopandsighedwaiting,minutes

laterAmaneparkedthecarandangrilywalkedover...

Amane:(angrily)Soyoucalledtheparentsonme?

Mmh?

Hekepthisheaddownandswallowedbefore
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lookingupather....

Amane:Youcalledameetingforme?Todowhat?

TalkaboutMogogikanaeng?Totellyourwhole

familyhowmuchofabadwifeiam?

Batsile:Ididn'tsayanythingaboutMogogi.

Sheremovedherringandshoveditinhisshirt

pocket...

Amane:Iwanttodivorce...Idon'twanttobe

embarrassedinfrontofpeoplewhenididn'tgoout

thereandmakeababy...youdid!You'resogoodat

beingavictim.Ishouldhaveknownyou'dneverbe

anythingbutacheater...Imeanyouenjoyed2full

yearsofcheatingsowhywouldn'tyoucheatona

sickperson.Idon'tknowwhatiexpectedfrom you...

Allyourbrothershaveproperfamiliesbutnonotyou,

youhavetomakebabiesekaregasewenaomonnye

you'realreadyleadingyourbigbrothers.You'refilth...
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Ican'tbelieveyougossipedaboutmewithyour

familygorekebiletswemeetingandgetlabelled

Batsile:Ididn'tsayanythingnegativeaboutyouto

myuncle,whywouldisayanythingnegativewhen

thereisnothingnegativetosay?Isthataguilty

conscioustalking?Legonewhywouldyoujumpto

theconclusionthatisaidsomethingaboutMogogi?

Amane:Don'ttrytoturnthisaroundandmakeme

thebadperson.Ididn'tmakeababyoutofour

marriage.

Batsile:AndI'm notdenyingthat,ijustwantustoget

helpandfixourproblems.Iloveyouandican'tlove

anyoneelsebutyou.

Sheunlockedthedoorandwalkedinthenhe

followedherinside...

Amane:I'm notgoingtothemeetingbecauseiwant

todivorce.Idon'twantyouandsexwithyouis

boring.
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Batsile:Ok,

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutashistears

blurredhiseyes,heopenedthedoorandgotinthe

carthenhesatdownandleanedoverbreakingdown.

Herubbedhiseyesanddroveout....

*

*

*

*

*



Iam

#172

AtBatsile'suncle's...

Batsilewalkedinwhiletheirparentssatintheliving

room.Kanakogavehim thechairandsatonthe

floor,Batsilesatonthechairandsighedasthe

familylookedathim...

Uncle:WhereisAmane?

Batsile:Shewon'tmakeit,areobatadivorce

Auntie:Howcansheaskforadivorcewithout

passingitbyusfirst?Isn'titwhenthismarriage

starteditstartedwithus...

Amane'sgrandmother:I'm suresheisstillinshock

justlikeeveryone...Wedidn'tevenknowBatsilehas

ababy.

Amane'sgrandfather:Butbeforefilingfordivorce
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sheshouldhavetoldus...Sheshouldhavemade

suretheeldersknowbecausethismarriagewas

madepossiblebyusasafamily.Idon'tthinkanyone

hereissidingwithBatsile...Leenekeutwaabua

gorehewantstoaskforforgiveness.

Summer:(raisedherhandslightly)Bagolokekopa

goakgela..

Uncle:Ee

Summer:Amanehastriedtofightthisandrespond

responsiblybutshecan'tdealwiththis.Withalldue

respectnowadayswedon'tbringchildrenfrom

cheatingintoourownhouses.It'sunfairtoexpect

hertoforgiveBatsile.It'sherchoiceandifshe

doesn'twanttothenweshouldleaveheralone.

Auntie:Ngwanakaomoshwamonyalongsantseo

tetsebongwana...Amanecannotjustfilefordivorce

withouttellinganyparentwhenwearethesame

peoplewhostartedthis.Wearenotheretomake

herforgivehim,weareheretohearbothsidesofthe

storyandhelpthem reachapeacefulconclusion

evenifit'sdivorce...Weareeldersofrecentnot
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1960soweunderstandalot.Itsdisrespectfulnotto

showupwhensummonedbytheelders.Ka

setswanaAmaneorethoketsebotholabohelo....Ha

bagolobagobitsaoayaoyegoutwagoregatweng...

Lookatus...Lookatthisfullhouse...It'selderswho

lefttheirfamiliesforher,tohelpherbecauseher

husbandtoldushewrongedherandhewantsusto

talktothem soshecantellhim whattodo.She

couldhaveshowedupandtoldusshewantsdivorce.

Seasedirilengkelenyatsolemakgakga,gase

setswana!

Therewassilenceastheelderssatinthesitting

room....

AtLeruo'sHouse...

Leruowalkedinthehousewhilethenannysatonrhe

couchcuttingthegirlsnails...
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Leruo:Hi

Nanny:Hi

Leruo:Shehasbeengrantedbailandwesubmitted

everythingsoshemightbeouttomorrow.Fixtheir

hairbecauseassoonasshegetsoutwewillbe

goingout.

Nanny:Noproblem

Yame:DaddyI'm cuttingmynails

Kopo:Metoo!

Leruo:Good..Atleastyouwon'tscratchyourfaces

oreatdirtfrom yournails.I'm goingbacktowork..

Both:Bye!!

Hewalkedoutanddroveoffashisphonerang...

Leruo:Hello?...

Bree:Hitherramycarisstuckmomothabengcome

helpme
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Leruo:(laughed)Mothooneetswebailgakebatego

ikgolega

Bree:Issheout?

Leruo:No,she'llbeouttomorrow.Didn'tyousayyou

haveaboyfriend?

Bree:Heisatworkbutheboresme,I'm actually

consideringRetsile...Heigagonabannakontekwa.

Whenyou'reinarelationshipyouthinkthereis

plentyoffishbutmostpeoplearen'treally

compatible...It'shardtofindsomeoneyouclickwith.

Leruo:Butschoolisstillpriorityakeretsalaame?

Thatprettyfaceshouldbeinanofficeoneday

Bree:Yes,itwillalwaysbemyfirstpriority.

Leruo:That'swhatiwanttohear,lecondom e

dirisiwe.Gotshelakamogaregastresserattimes.I

wouldn'twantyougoingthroughthat.

Bree:I'llprotectmyself,lewenaoskabonaole

undetectableabeolesa.

Leruo:Waiinnakefaithfulmogomaswe,iknowmy

medsarepartofthemeal.
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Bree:(laughed)Ok...Sotomorrowtabeojadijotsa

bagolo?

Leruo:(laughed)It'sbeenawhileI'm surekeago

gasaseretsepele

Bree:(laughed)NkareBatsileourfirsttime,shem he

didn'tevenlastkehathabilwekedithonggoreo

cummilekapela,asimollaexplainergoremosadiwa

lwalaanditsbeenawhile..

Leruo:(laughed)Icanimagine...Kahaketutetseng

katengbutithasbeenjustamonth.Ican'timagine

survivingawholeyear...Lewenakatswanneole

monate..

Bree:(laughed)ItwasmyfirsttimesoIwasscared,i

didn'tknowwhattoexpectandthefirsttimefeeling

adickinsidemewasweird...Ienjoyedkomorago

afterrelaxing.Thefollowingdaysgonekehagole

addictivegorekesabateBatsileatsamaya.

Leruo:(laughed)SoobetsagoutwalaBatman?

Bree:Waaitseene

Leruo:Ketamochallengernakonngweautwa?
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Bree:(laughed)I'm sureyou'redoinggoodifyou

managedtotameAmanda.Gooddickdrivesyou

crazyortamesyouintoagoodwife.BonaAmanda

gorenowadaysomaitseo...

Leruo:(laughed)Mathataasexyou'llneverknowif

you'regood

Bree:Ifshecumsyou'redoinggood

Leruo:Realisticallynotallwomencum during

penetrationsomewillcum onlyifyouflicktheirclit,

someduringfingering,etc...

Bree:Batsiledoesallthatlookingatinyoureyes

whenhefeelsyouenjoyhedoesitmore

Leruo:Nnyaammegorayagorebafanasonale

lesedi..Whatareyoursexaulfantasies?

Bree:(laughed)number1kethreesomebutI'dnever

admittoaguyIwanttospendtherestofmylife

withbecausewomengetjudgedforsharingtheir

wildthoughts....(theylaughed)And2.Iwanttokissa

girlmathatakeaswabatota.I'm justcurious,every

timeiseelesbiansiwanttokissthem soicantaste

howitfeels.Lesexkebatagojewakelesbiana
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nkaremosimanebaithelabalebogomaba

kgweetsadikoloitseditona...Nkarekammonaka

dreadlocksanthuna...(laughed)Atsentselenyena

hantshinganaleringablackarwelewatchleband

yaLGBT.AapereJean,ditekitsewhitegapeale

moleele...

Leruo:(laughed)That'stoospecific...You'recrushing

onsomeone....

Bree:(laughed)I'm not...What'syours?

Leruo:Iwishicouldhavesexwithacryinghurt

woman...Thecryingesebecauseofme,shecould

becryingaboutanothermanhurtingherorjustlife

notbeingfaironher.I'vealwayswantedtogivea

womansexualhealing,I'dliketobeontopthrusting

gentlywhilewipinghertearsandkissinghergently

whisperinginhereartellinghereverythingwillbeOK.

IactuallywantedtodothatwithAmandabutIdidn't

wanthertothinkI'm usingherbecausethiskindof

fantasycanbemisunderstood.

Bree:(laughed)sexreallyheals...Formelegale....I

rememberI'djustcryunderBatsile'sbodyandhe'd
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justkeepgoingandgoinguntilicriedoutofpleasure

heiwaitsekanagakemakalegodulengwanagolo

hale.AnBatsileoflexiblegore

Leruo:(smiled)SkabuakaBatsilethatakeajelasa,

ganngapaeverytimeyoumentionhisnameidon't

wanttofeelunderpressurehankadirisiwake

saatanenakonngwe.

Bree:(laughed)Hahaha...Sorry.I'llstopmentioning

him...Butibetyougotit,ioncesawyouin

sweatpantsatthemallwithAmanda.Kehakere

tsenaLerux!

Leruo:(laughed)You'resowild.....

Hedroveintohisparkinglotandwalkedintothe

building...

Leruo:Sotomorrowthehousemasterwillbeback,

lehaokathamelwajangdon'tcallme.

Bree:(laughed)Thefriendshipends?Ilikechatting

withyoukana
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Leruo:Noijustdon'twanttocomeacrossasa

cheaterordisrespectfulandit'sahighrisk

pregnancy.Iwantahealthybabygakebate

miscarriagebecauseimightnevergetachanceto

haveababywithheragain.

Bree:Iunderstandlaiteaka,skawarawifey'sfeelings

aresafewithme.Nnakanaifitwasjustme

polygamywouldbeathing,idon'tseemyselfhating

awomanforadickwecanpeacefullysharebuti

respectthatotherwomenaresensitiveaboutthat.

Amaneneanthomolapeloiendedupjustputtinga

stoptoit.

Leruo:Ijustwalkedintheoffice....

Bree:Getbacktowork,webeentalkingfortoolong.

Amporeketshubapitsa

Leruo:Shap

Hehungupandsatdown...

Atlawyer'soffice...
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LateronBatsilesatontheotherchairwhilethe

lawyerdialedAmane....

Amane:Hello

Her:Hi,you'retalkingtoRefilwefrom Lesson

Attorneys.I'm withyourhusbandhere,iwantedusto

makeanappointmentsoicanmeetthebothofyou

andexplainhoweverythingwillgofrom including

thedivisionofproperty.

Amane:Iwanthim tokeephisbusinessandIwill

keepmine.ThecarI'm usingisforhisbrotherandI'll

returnitassoonasI'm donesavingforacar.His

companycarandallthatpropertyisallhis.Ijust

wantoutfightingforhispropertywouldbeunfair

lookingatthefactthathelostalotonmefinancially

whileilostalotemotionally.

Her:Iunderstandbutweneedtomeetsothiscanbe

apeacefuldivorce.Ilikethatyou'rebothnotfighting

forproperty,wejusthavetoworkonyour

communication...Whencanwemeet?
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Amane:Tuesday3pm

Her:Tuesdayitis.Thankyou.

Shehungupandlookedathim...

Her:Tuesday3pm.

Batsile:Thankyou,kantecan'tsomeonebeordered

toattendcounsellingbeforedivorcetotryandwork

onthemarriage?

Her:Youcan'tforceher.

Batsile:Ok,iunderstand...Bye

Hestoodupandwalkedout.Hesighedashe

approachedthecaranddroveoff.

Minuteslaterhespottedafamiliarfacebytheroad,

wasitAmanda?Hesloweddownasthethicklady

crossedtheroadthenherolleddownthewindow...
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Batsile:Amanda?

Sheturnedaroundwithaplainface,nomakeupora

fewbreakouts...shesmiledandwavedthenhe

pulledonthesideoftheroadandleanedover

pushingth3dooropenforher,shejumpedinand

closedthedoor.Thesweatodourofherarmpits

coveredthewholecar...

Amanda:Iwantedtowalkhome,ketshabilego

tsayataxibecauseyesterdaytheystolemyroll-on.

Thisstressismakingmesweat...Leruoisnot

answering.Ithinkheisinameeting...Plusijust

wanttoseetheoutside...Sorryiftheodouristoo

much...

Batsile:It'sOK...It'snormaltosweatinstressful

situations...Howisthebaby?

Amanda:Ihavealittlepainonmyabdomenifistill

feelittonighttomorrowmorningI'llgototheclinic.

Anotherladypushedmegonekoprisonandifell...
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Batsile:Whatwoman?

Amanda:Iwasherlawyer,shekilledherbabyandi

arguedthatitwasdepressionbutwelostthecase

soshehatesmebecauseshethinksI'm notagood

lawyer.I'm justgladI'm outofthere.

Batsile:Let'spassbythehospitalpele..

Amanda:Noplease...Idon'twantpeopletoseeme

likethis...Ihavetogobathandfixmyhair.Takeme

homeatleastkeyegothapa...

Batsile:Areyousure?

Amanda:Yeah...It'snotaseriouspain...

Batsile:Ok.....

Hereachedinthebackandpickedaplasticof

takeawaysforthechildren..

Batsile:Eatwhateveryouwant,illgetthem more...

Therearehamburgers,chickenandmanyothers,

theylikedifferentthings.Eatwhatyouwant..
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Sheswallowedandquicklypickedaburgerthenshe

leanedoverandtookahugebite.Heglancedather

assheate..

Batsile:Slowdownotaakgamiwa...SoLeruowhy

asagopicker?

Amanda:Hedoesn'tknowI'llbeouttoday.The

prisoncarwasdeliveringsomepaperstocourtandi

wastoldmybailconditionshavebeenmetabeba

nkisacourt.

Batsile:Ok,keitsealeprotectiveonyou.Iwas

wonderingwhy.

Amanda:Hedoesn'tknow..

Sheleanedoverandcontinuedeatingthechildren's

hamburgersasBatsileglancedatherthoughtfully.

Batsile:Iknowyoudidn'twanttokillhim...Iwishyou
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couldletalawyerrepresentyou.

Amanda:Doyoutrustme?

Hethoughtfullylookedatherbeforelookingatthe

road...

Batsile:Yeah,itrustyou.

Amanda:Igotthis.

Batsile:Ifyousayso..

Amanda:Turntotheleftthentaketherightturn...

Hemadeaturn...

AtBame'sHouse...

MaThandiefinishedcleaningandwalkedinher

room whereherphonewasringing,shesmiled

lookingatSimon'scallandpicked...
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Her:Hello?

Simon:I'm outside

Her:I'm nothome,iendeduptakingthatjobofferI

toldyouabout.

Simon:Oilegonnamaid?

Her:Ee

Simon:That'sajobforchildren,ItoldyouI'llsupport

youuntilyoustartyourbusiness.Weagreedonthat

andyou'restillwaitingforfunding

Her:Ineedhairandnicethings.Lastmonthyou

gavemeP500anditwasn'tenoughsoidecidedto

getajob

Simon:Notbeingamaid.Whereareyou?I'm coming

togetyou...Iknowit'sanewrelationshipbutwecan

worksomethingout...Oldasiam theminuteitell

thefamilyandmychildrenthatiwanttomarryyou

abebautwakereomaidbatanthoboga.Mysons

willneverrespectmeforfailingtosupportawoman..

Her:(laughed)Banababatonakanabaatena
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Simon:Myboysareworse,theytakegoodcareof

theirwivesfinanciallytabekeitshotiletota.If

anythingwecanworktogetheratourgeneralstore.

Okae?

Her:I'llsendyouthedirections.Letmetalktothis

youngladybeforeyoupickmeup.Bye

Shehungupandsighedthenshewalkedbacktothe

livingroom whereDivawaswatchingTV...

MaThandie:Iwasjusttalkingtomymanfriend,i

didn'tconsulthim whenigotthisjobsohesaysi

shouldquitandgoworkwithhim athisshop.

Diva:Uhwhydidn'thetakeyouthereinthefirst

place?

MaThandie:Idon'tknow...Youknowmen..

ThedooropenedthenBamewalkedintakingoffhis

tie,heleanedoverandkissedDiva...
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Bame:Dumelang...

MaThandie:Dumelang...

Acarstoppedoutsideandthedooropenedas

Bame'sfatherwalkedin,hesmiledandpickedhis

grandsonasMaThandie'seyespopped...Bameand

hisfatherbumpedshoulders...

RragweBasi:Iwasshockedwhenthedirectionsled

mehere,thisismysonandhiswife...Bamethat's

MmagweThandie,itstheladyItoldyouguysabout

daysback.

Bameturnedandlookedatherequallyshocked...

*

*
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AtBame'sHouse...

Acarstoppedoutsideandthedooropenedas

Bame'sfatherwalkedin,hesmiledandpickedhis

grandsonasMaThandie'seyespopped...Bameand

hisfatherbumpedshoulders...

RragweBasi:(toher)Iwasshockedwhenthe

directionsledmehere,thisismysonandhiswife...

Bamethat'sMmagweThandie,itstheladyItoldyou

guysaboutdaysback.

Bameturnedandlookedatherequallyshocked...

Bame:Thisisthewomanyouweretalkingabout?
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Sheswallowedasherheartpumped....

RragweBasi:Yeah....

MaThandie:It'snicetomeetyou...

Bame:Nicetofinallymeetyoutoo...

MaThandie:illgogetmybag...

Shewalkedbacktotheroom whileDivawalkedin

thekitchen,Bamereluctantlylookedathisfather...

Bame:(loweredhisvoice)Youknowsheisa

divorceeright?

RragweBasi:Thereisnothingwrongwithbeinga

divorcee...

Bame:Didshetellyouwhyhermarriageended?

RragweBasi:No,shedoesn'thavetoexplain..Her

husbandmarriedagirlslightlyolderthantheir
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daughterhowcanibesurprised.

Bame:Youneedtodomoreresearchbeforeyou

starttalkingaboutmarryingher.

RragweBasi:Sheisnotawomanfrom theInternet,

stoptryingtodothis...Thisiswhyiwasafraidtotell

you.Iknowyou'restillhurtaboutmeleavingyou

guysforawomanbut-

Bame:Thisisnotaboutthat,iam agrownman!Why

areyoumakingitseem likeihaveabandonment

issues.

RragweBasi:Itusuallyshowswhenyou'redrunkso

I'm notsurprisedthatyouwanttoactlikemy

behaviourhasn'taffectedyouwhenyou'resober

enoughtohideit.IwishicouldchangethepastbutI

can't.Ineedsomeonetoo...Iknowiwrongedyou

boys...Iwillforeverregretthat-

BamesighedandrubbedhisforeheadthenMa

Thandiewalkedinholdingherbag,theoldman

grabbeditandhandedBamethebaby...
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MaThandie:Gosiame

Bame:Eemma

Rragwe:Seeyoutomorrow..

Bame:Eerra..

TheywalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenDiva

walkedin..

Diva:Youdon'tseem happy...

Bame:Thatwomanisabitch,sheisnotmarryingmy

stupidfather!

Diva:That'srude,youcan'tcallpeoplesuchnames

Bame:Sheis!Andheisstupidtoo..Whensheis

donewithhishearthe'llbeapastor!Herexhusband

isnowapastorandsheishistestimony.Nxla!

Belindaotwaelapapawaitse!
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Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutsidethehouse

dialingBasi..

Basi:Hello?

Bame:Doyourememberthatladywagoraper

Mufasa?

Basi:Peter'swife?

Bame:Yeah

Basi:(laughed)Uhukeengosaresuggarshela

Bame:Sheistheladypapawastalkingabout

Basi:(stoppedsmiling)What?

Bame:Exactly...Iaskedhim ifheaskedherwhat

happenedtohermarriage

Basi:Wellthat'snotafairquestion,shemadeher

mistakesandprobablylearntfrom them...Wecan't

useherpastagainstherbuthersuckingyourballs

andkissingourfather...Wareshesuckedyourballs

reallygoodright?

Bame:Shetaughtmeaboutrimming,wedidthem
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all...Anal,bondage...Sheevenaskedmetoget

Simbagoreremodirethreesome.

Basi:(laughed)Younevertoldmethethreesome

part..WhatdidSimbasay?

Bame:Barieo,herefused...Hehatedher.Wouldibe

unfairtotellpapaeverythingoorshouldikeepquiet?

Basi:ThistimeI'm blank...Idon'tknowwhat'sright

becausetellingpapamightturnhim offgomo

sulagaletsabutnottellinghim mightseem

deceitful...BotsaBatsilekanaKanako...Thisisbad,

that'swhyyou'renotsupposedtosleepwitholder

womenbecauseyouendupsharingwithyourfather.

Bame:Eish...

Basi:Shap

Hehungupandsighed....

AtAmanda'sHouse...
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Batsileparkedinfrontofthehouse,Amanda

steppedoutandpickedthetrashputtingitintothe

plastic.

Batsile:It'sok,leaveit.I'llcleanitup.

Amanda:Iknowyoulikeacleancar,taketsweka

tsone...(laughed)Youdon'tevenlikepeoplewhoeat

inthecarandleaveplastics.

Shepickedallofitandclosedthedoor...

Amanda:ThankAmaneforme,butI'llcomeover

andthankherinpersongoreabonegorekedule.

Batsile:You'lltalktoher.Sheandidon'ttalkmuch.

Shewantstodivorce

Amanda:Sorryaboutthat...Iknowhowmuchyou

loveher.

Batsile:Yeah,it'stough..

Amanda:It'shardtogetoversomeoneyoulove,it
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doesn'thappenovernightbutyou'llgetover.Ithink

shewillbackthough,justworkhardandmakemore

moneysothatyourapologycanbeheavierthanjust

words...Idon'tknowifthisisstillthesituationbut

herdream carisaFordfocus,colorelemustard...

Herdream destinationisMaldives.That'sifyou're

reallyseriousaboutapologising.

Herubbedhisheadandsighed...

Amanda:Shap,ihavetogoliedown..I'm exhausted.

Batsile:Ok,bye

Hedroveoffthensheturnedandwalkedtowards

thehouse,sheopenedthedoorandsmiledlooking

atthegirlsastheylayonthecarpetcolouringand

watchingTV...

Yame:(pickedherbook)Daddycomeseewhat-

uuuuuuuuhhhmama!Mama
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Shedroppedhercrayonandbookscreaming

hystericallyandjumpedonAmandawhileKopo

jumpedonherscreamingtoo...

Shesatonthecouchandhuggedthem closer

inhalingthem andkissingtheircheeks.Injusta

monththeyevengainedweight...

Tearsfilledhereyesassheleanedbackandlooked

atthem..Thehairwasperfect,theskinandeventhe

clothesshedidn'tknow..

Kopo:Mamaareyousad?

Amanda:No,I'm happy...I'm goingtobaththenill

comeseeyouguys..

Thenannystoodthekitchendoorsmiling,Amanda

smiledatherandwalkedby...
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Amanda:Mmekethapeprisonpelemma.

Nanny:(laughed)Eemma...I'lldishforyou,youwere

probablyeatingtastelessfood.

Amanda:Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutit...

Nanny:Letmedishforyoubeforeiknockoff.Their

grandmotherwassupposedtopickthem up

Amandastoppedsmilingandturnedaroundlooking

ather...

Amanda:Grandmother?

Nanny:Eemma,MmagweLeruo

Amanda:(sighedinrelief)Ehe...It'sfinemydear,you

canknockthenwewillmeettomorrowand

introduceourselvestooneanother.TodayI'm

exhaustedandijustwanttobathandsleepona

properbed..

Nanny:Iunderstand
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Shewalkedinthemasterbedroom andwentstraight

fortheshower...

MeanwhileLeruo'smotherknockedonthedoorand

walkedin,thegirlsturnedaroundandsmiledrunning

towardsher...

MmagweLeruo:Bommaoshobenas...

Shepickedtheyoungestfirstandkissedhercheek

thensheputherdownandgottheoldest...

Yame:(jumpedupanddown)Iwantgrapes

Her:(laughed)I'm heretotakeyousoyoucango

pickgrapesinthegarden..

Yame:Yes!Yes!

Kopo:(laughed)Abeestungmeonthelipswheni
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wasinthegarden!

Yame:(laughed)Andherlipsgotbiggerandbigger

TheylaughedasAmandawalkedinthelivingroom

inhersweatpantsandTshirt,Leruo'smothersmiled

astheyhugged...

Her:Howareyou?

Amanda:I'm fine

Her:IjustarrivedinMaunandthoughtI'dpickthese

onesup.Ithoughtyou'dbeouttomorrow...I'llleave

them,icanimaginehowmuchyoumissedthem.

Her:(smiledandfrownedmassagingherabdomen)

Youcanstillgowiththem,idon'tthinkI'm inagood

condition...IfeelverysleepyandI'm exhausted...My

bodyisaching.Iwanttolaydownforacoupleof

hours...Ihaven'tsleptwellinwhileandwhenthe

dateyacourtapproachediwasanxiouswonderingif

I'dbeout....

Her:You'llalsoneedpropermassage,thereisaspaI
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useregularlywhenI'm inMaun.I'llbookyouaspace

tomorrow

Amanda:Thankyou

Her:Howisthebaby?

Amanda:That'swhyiwanttorest,gaaiketatoday

Her:Ok,whereisLeruo?

Amanda:Heisnothomeyet

Her:Ok,seeyoutomorrow..Girls!?Let'sgo...

Theyrantowardsthedoorthentheyranbackto

Amandaandhuggedherlegslookingupather...

Yame:I'm goingtogetyougrapesandaroseon

grandma'sgarden,don'tgoaway.

Kopo:I'llbringyouadaisy!Grandadhasdaisies

Amanda:(smiledandtouchedtheirheads)OK,bye...

Goodnight...
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Shesteppedoutfollowingthem andstoppedatthe

doorwatchingastheychattedloudlywithheruntil

theygotinthecar,theywavedatherandshouted

abouttheflowers.Shesmiledandgotbackinside

thensheputherphoneinachargerandlaidonthe

bedgoingthroughsocialmediaupdatingherself

untilshedozedoff....

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmanewalkedinthehousehoping

hergrandparentswereasleep,andtheywere

becausetheTVwasoff.Shesilentlylockedthedoor

andtookoffhershoessoshewouldn'twakethem...

Shewasn'tevensurehowshe'davoidher

grandmother'sangerabouthernotshowingupat

themeeting,sheknewforsurehowthesekindsof

meetingsgo...Shewouldhavecomebackfeeling

likeastrongwomanobligatedtofightforherfamily

andchildren'swhatwhat...Honestlyshedidn'tneed
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anyoneconvincinghershewaswrongtoleave

becausepartofherstillwonderedwhatif.She

neededtosticktothisdecision...Shetiptoed

towardsherbedroom andcarefullyopenedthedoor

thenshegotinandsatonthedoor.

AtAmanda'sHouse....

OnthesamenightLeruoopenedthedoorand

walkedinholdinghisphonewhileonavideocall...

Leruo:Hi

Bree:Hey...Ihavearelationshipproblem,thisnew

guyI'm datingjusttoldmehisexispregnant...He

hasbeenactingdistanthelakeipotsawhy,buthe

saidheisseriousaboutmendhewantstomeetmy

son.

Leruo:Sometimesguyssaythingstheyknow

womenwanttohearmmebaseserious,likeIsaid

earlier...Iwantyoutofocusonschoolandgettinga
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degree.Thatprettyfacemustworkbehindthedesk

modiaircon...

Meanwhileinthebedroom Amandagotupand

yawnedassheheardthemicrowaverunninginthe

kitchenandLeruotalking.Shesmiledandgotupto

surprisehim asshetiptoedtothekitchen...

Leruo:(laughedtalkingtothephone)Uh...(looking

atthescreenashepickedthefork)Whereareyou

going?

Hesmiledlookingatherasshewalkedinthe

bathroom withatowelandputherphoneonthe

shelfbeforesteppingback..

Bree:(smiled)Kegobontshe?

Leruo:(smiled)Eemma,gakenagobolela
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Shelaughedthenshetookoffthetowelremaining

withjustthepanties.

Leruo:Wow...

Amandasilentlywalkedoverfrom behindand

stoppedlookingatthescreenasBreeturnedaround

andtwerkedfacingaway...Amanda'sheartsunkas

shestoodtherewatchinghim gluedtothephone

evenasthemicrowavedinged..Shesteppedover

andputherarmsaroundhim hugginghim,Leruo's

eyesdroppedtothearmsaroundhiswaistand

landedonhiswife'sring,hisheartalmostfelloffhis

chestasheplacedthephonefacedownandfroze

breathingheavilyasAmandagentlyhuggedhim

from behindandputherheadonhisback...

*

*

*

*
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AtAmanda'sHouse...

Heturnedaroundandhuggedherassheburiedher

faceonhischest,shecouldhearhisheartthudding

onhercheek...

Leruo:Hi,ididn'tknowyou'reout..

Amanda:Iknow...

Shepickedhisphoneandlookedatthescreenas

Breetwerkedfacingaway,Leruostoodbehindher

nowsurewhattosay...

Amanda:Britney?Hello?
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Breeturnedaroundandlookedatthecamerathen

hepickedthetowelandblockedherself...

Amanda:Hi...

Breecutthecallthenshehandedhim thephoneand

walkedout.

Leruoturnedaroundanddrunkafullglassofwater

tocalm downthenhefollowedhertothebedroom

andsatontheedgewhileAmandalaiddownand

pulledapillowunderherhead.

Leruo:Iknowit'swrongtotalktootherwomenandi

havenoexcusesfordoingthat...Butididn'tknow

she'dtwerk.

Amanda:Ok,it'sfine.Gofinisheatsowecansleep.

Hetookoffhisshoesandlaidbehindher...
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Leruo:(whispered)Pleaseforgiveme...I'm so

scared...

Amanda:Otshoswakeengakeregakebologogo

kgalemellangwanyanayo.Let'ssleep...

Theylaidthereforawhileuntilshefellasleep...

AtAmane'sHouse...

ThenextmorningAmanesteppedoutofthetuband

grabbedatowel,shestoodinfrontofthemirrorand

wipedthemistbeforelookingatherself.Sheleaned

overandbrushedherteethbeforelookingatherself

onthemirroragain...Guiltstruckheragain...Now

thatshewasthinkingaboutitshewonderedwhat

herinlawsthoughtabouthernotevenshowingup...

Shewasn'traisedlikethat...Sheshouldhaveatleast

showedupandtoldhersideofthestory.Her

grandfathermusthavebeensodisappointedand
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embarrassedtoshowupatthemeetingwithouthis

granddaughter...

Sheputhertoothbrushintheholderandwalkedout

fixingthetowelunderherarmpitsasshewalkedin

herroom.

Shesatonthebedandappliedlotiononherbody,

she'dusuallylistentomusicbutshedidn'twantto

wakehergrandparents...Well,theywerealreadyup

becauseshecouldhearhergrandfather'sradio

playingRB1butguessshejustwasn'tsurehowto

behaveafteryesterday...

Sheputonhermakeupandformalwearbefore

turningaroundlookingatherselfonthemirror,she

hadacoupleofthingstodothismorning...Ithad

beenawhilesinceshesteppedoutofthekitchen

andintothecorporateworld....
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Sheleanedoverthemirrorpuffedhercheekswitha

bitofblushthentherewasaknockonthedoor,her

heartskippedassheturnedaroundlookingatthe

door..

Amane:Tsena..

Hergrandmotherwalkedinandclosedthedoor,she

lookeddownandclosedtheblushpallet.

Her:Goodmorning...

Amane:Goodmorning...

Shestoodupandgaveherthestool,her

grandmothercouldneverevensitonherbed...

Apparentlyculturallyitwasdisrespectfultositona

marriedcouplesbed.

Her:Iheardyousneakinginlastnight,ireallyhope
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thisisn'thowyouhavebeenbehavingtowardsyour

husbandbecausethat'snotthewomaniraised.

Amane:Ididn'twanttowakeyou

Her:Whatyoudidyesterdaywasdisrespectful,I've

neverbeensohumiliatedinmylife...Myhusband

wassoembarrassedhedidn'tknowwhattosay...

Amane:Iknowhowpowerfulthesemeetingscanbe,

iwasgoingtochangemymindafterlisteningto

everyoneandistillloveBatsilebutican'taffordto

bewithhim becauseittakessomuchofmy

happiness.

Her:Youshouldhavecameandtoldeveryone,you're

thevictim here...Wewouldhaveunderstood.You

mightwanttodivorcebutthisfamilywillbetiedto

youforeverbecauseyouhavechildrenwiththem...

Fourchildren,whoareMotsumi's.

Amane:I'm sorry,Ididn'tthinkofitthatfar...

Her:Youneverthink...

Therewassilenceashergrandmotherlookedat
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her...

Her:You'rebeautiful...Ihaven'tseenyoushinelike

thisinawhile...Batsilereallyfoughthardforyouto

behere....Hehasbeenwonderfulisn'tit?

Amane:Untilhecheated.

Her:Doyoureallywanttoleaveamanwhowilllose

italltosaveyourlife?Amanwhowillbebyyour

sideevenwhenyou'resickskinandbones?Aman

whoemptiesyourcatheter?Amanwhowouldtravel

theworldjusttogetyouthebestmedicaltreatment?

Amanwhosleptinthehospitalchairsandcorridors

waitingforyoutogettreatment,doyouevenknow

halfofthethingsthismanwentthroughwhenyou

werecompletelyoutofthisworldlyingonthe

hospital,whenhehadachoicetohavechildrenwith

anotherwomanhechosetodootherwise,ididn't

supportwhathedidtoAmandabutthatbetrayal

wasalltoprotectyoujustsohewouldn'thave

childrenwithanyonebutyou.Maybealltheseishis

karmaforhurtingAmandabutdoesonenegative
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thingcancel10positivethings?

Amane:Yes...It'stoomuchtohandle.

Her:That'sagoodanswer,thisiswhatyoushould

havetoldtheeldersatthemeetingandwewouldall

understand.It'sOKtoleavebutyouleavewith

dignity,don'tletBatsile'smistakeschangeyou.

Amane:Ok...Soyoudon'tmindmeleavinghim?

Her:No,idon'tmind..Butiwouldn'tleavehim ifi

wasyou...Mygreat-grandmotheroncetoldme

that....(sighed)Itwasyearsafterigottenmarried

andmyhusbandwasactingup...Ivisitedherand

toldheriwanttodivorce...Shelookedatmeand

saidyou'renotreadytodivorce!Ididn'tevenwantto

divorceijustwantedtoscarehim sohecanbeg

me...Verystupid,iknow...ButIwasayounggirland

Iwantedtobebegged.Shewentontosay

sometimesit'snotnecessarytoleaveamanfor

cheatingbecausesomemenarefixable...youweigh

hisperfectionswithhisflaws...Hagotwemonnawa

ipaakanyetswagagoteweathapisiwahela,you

teachhim thatcheatingisbadandpainful....See,
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whenyouhaveachildwhohitsyouyouteachthem

nottodothatbecausethatchildwillembarrassyou

andslapyouinfrontofpeople,sowhenyourchild

startshittingyouyouhitharderandtheycry.From

thatdaytheywillknowthatwhenyouhitmamashe

hitsyouharder...Evenifthatchildistemptedtohit

youwhilethrowingatantrum theywon'teverthinkof

hittingyouifanythingthey'dthrowthemselveson

thegroundandcrybecausetheywillrememberthat

firstpainfulslap.Ifyou'reabiggirlyou'llunderstand

whatI'm saying...I'm tellingyou,amanwhoisagood

father,wellbehavedanddoesallthegoodthings

exceptbeingfaithful?Uhyoujustteachhim that

cheatingisbad...Youteachhim inasmartway

withoutlosingyourdignityaswell....hejusthasto

feelit.Whenyou'redonewithhim hewillunderstand

thatyou'rehumantoo...(sighed)Butyouwanta

divorcemydeargrandchild,thattoogivespeace...I

willsupportyoubutdon'tdisrespecttheelders....

AtAmanda'sHouse...
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LaterthatmorningAmandasatupandyawning

whileLeruofriedsomethinginthekitchen...She

fixedthebedthenshestoodup,somethingwarm

filledherpantiesthensheliftedgownlookingatthe

bloodstain...

*

*

*

*

*



Iam

#175

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAmandasatupyawningwhile

Leruofriedsomethinginthekitchen...Shefixedthe

bedandstoodup,somethingwarm filledherpanties

thensheliftedgownlookingatthebloodstain...

Sheopenedthewardrobeandputonpadbefore

walkinginthebathroom whereshewashedher

pantiesandwalkedinthekitchentyingherrobe...

Amanda:I'm bleeding

Hepausedfryingandlookedatherthenheswitched

offthestoveandwalkedovertoher...
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Leruo:Aren'tyouinpain?

Amanda:No,butthereissomuchpressureonmy

pelvicarea...Mybackisachingtoo..

Leruo:Let'sgo...canyouwalk?Shouldicarryyou?

Amanda:I'm fine...Uhhh....Letmesitdownfirst,

bringmymedicalcard.Theygavemeacardwhen-

Jesus...thereisalotofpressureonmypelvicarea...I

feellikeI'lldropthebaby..

Shesatdownandlaidonherback,shewasn'tsure

whystandingupdidn'tseem likeagoodidea...

Amanda:Pleasecarryme...

Hepickedherupandcarriedhertothecarwhere

shesatonthechairandadjustedtheseat,hewent

backforhermedicalcardanddroveoff....
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Attherentalproperty...

Thecarpulledintotheparkingspace,thedoor

openedthenAmane'sfootinhighheelssteppedout.

Shegotoutandfixedherselfbeforeclosingthedoor

andwalkingtowardsthebuilding...

Shesmiledlookingatthefront,shecouldalmost

seeherrestaurantnamelyingoverthefront...Itwas

stillascarythoughttomoveintothetowncentre

leavingtheindustrialsidebutshehadaplanforthat

too.

Shesteppedoverthematandlookedattheglass

doorhandlewrittenPush,shejustlovedtheglass

front...Shecouldalmostpictureher'Open'signor

the'closed'wheneversheknockedoff...

Shepushedthedoorandwalkedinwhilethe

propertyagentwasstandingbythecounterwriting
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something.

Amane:Hi

Him:Hi...Comethisside..Thisistherestaurant

area...Thecounter...Comethisside....Thisisthe

kitchen...Thestoreroom,thecoldroom...Thisisthe

lockerroom fortheworkers...Theoffices..Weonly

have1officespace...soyoucansectionthatspace

overthereifyouneedanextraoffice

Amane:Thankyou...It'sbeautiful...Iloveit..Cani

havealookattheleaseagreement?

Hehandedittoherthenhewalkedaroundwhileshe

readitagaintomakesureitwasthecopyshegot

earlierthenshesigned..

Amane:I'llcallsomeonetosignhere

Him:Youcangowithitandhanditovertomorrow.

Amane:Ok,noproblem.
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Him:You'rekeepingthoseright?

Amane:Yeah

Him:Wewillhandoverthepropertybagtomorrow.It

containsallthethingsyou'llneedandthekeysbut

forsecurityreasonsyou'refreetochangethelocks.

Amane:Thankyou...I'llcallyoutomorrow.

Hewalkedoutthensheturnedaroundsmilingatthe

building...Herphonerangthenshepicked...

Amane:Hello?

Mogogi:Hey

Amane:Hi

Mogogi:You'renothere

Amane:Yeah,icametoseethespaceItoldyou

about....It'sreallybeautiful...Ican'twaittomovein

here...It'sgoingtotakemylittlesavingstobrandbut

itsworththerisk.
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Mogogi:Ok,I'm comingover.

Amane:Ok,bye

Shehungupandsighedlookingaround.Batsile's

callcamethroughthenshesighedandpicked..

Amane:Hello?

Batsile:Hi,I'm bringingthekidsoverthisafternoon.

Amane:Ok

Batsile:Canyoubetheresowecantalk?

Amane:Ihavenothingtodiscusswithyou.

Batsile:Isawyourpostlookingforaspace,areyou

tryingtomove?Ifsoicansetasideabudgetforyou

torenovateandbrandtherestaurant.

Amane:It'sok,ihaveitundercontrol.

Batsile:Canwestilltalk?Ifeellikemaybeyou

understoodme...Can'twegoforcounsellingsince

youfeellikeourparentsmightbebiased?
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Amane:I'm notinterestedinsavingthismarriage,it's

over.I'm justbeinghonestwithyou,thebabymakes

ithardtoforgiveyou...Andyesthatonemistake

cancelseverythinggoodyoudidforme.

Batsile:Ok,iunderstandbabe...Ijustwishwecould

talkbecauseifeellikethereisadistancebetween

us...Likeyou'replanningyourlifewithoutus.

Amane:That'sthepointofadivorce.I'llseeyou

tomorrowatthelawyer'soffice.

Batsile:Soyouwon'tbetherewhenidropoffthe

children?

Amane:No

Batsile:Iwantedtogiveyouyourring,can'tyoukeep

itonuntilthisisfinal?

Amane:No,idon'twantaringonmyfinger.You

brokeourvows.

Batsile:Ok,Iloveyou.

Amane:Bye
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Shehungupandsighed.MinuteslaterMogogi

walkedinandsmiledlookingaround...

Mogogi:It'sbeautiful...IcanseeaTVatthecorner

there...Roundtableshereandthecounter

Amane:(laughed)Yeah...

Hehuggedherfrom behindasshegiggledtiltingher

head,heturnedheraroundandkissedherthenhe

easilypickedherupandplacedheroverthecounter

thenhekissedher.Shepausedkissingandlooked

athim whilehelookedbackatherwithhissexy

moistlipsslightlyparted...

Heknewthiswaswrongineverywaypossible,this

wasanotherman'swife..Hecalledhisfamilyand

paidthepricebutthiswastoohardtoresist...Itfelt

likeitwashistoclaim andkeep,maythebestman

win.Hepulledheroverandkissedher...Thisdivorce

shitwastakingtoodamnlongtoo!Whatmoresign
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didthisnigganeedtostepback...thekissinggotso

intensehispantstightenedwhileshemoanedwitha

soakedpanty...Shatleanedbackandsighedtaking

adeepbreath...

Amane:OhGod...I'vejustcheatedonmyhusband

Hehuggedherandshelaidherheadonhischest

beforekissingherforehead...

Mogogi:Exhusbandtobe

Amane:(smiled)Exhusbandtobe

Helaughedandkissedher...

Atthehospital....

Thedoctorsighedandtookoffhisgloveslookingat
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them..

Doctor:Wellaccordingtotheultrasoundandthis

pelvicexam...ThisisCervicalinsufficiencyor

incompetentcervix.Yourcervixisslowlyopening,it

cancauseprematuredeliveryoramiscarriage.Its

notsupposedtoopensoearlyinthepregnancy.

Leruo:Howdowefixit?Doesitmeanthebaby

mightjustfallout?

Amanda:Canitbetreated?

Doctor:You'llhavegothroughaprocedurecalled

cervicalcerclage.

*

*

*

*

*



Iam
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Atthehospital....

Leruosatoutsidetappinghisfootanxiouslythenhis

phonerang...

Leruo:Hello?

Linda:Hi,igotyourmessage.IssheOK?

Leruo:Sheisstillinside.

Linda:SothebabyisOK?

Leruo:Yes,hercervixwasopeningbeforetimeso

whatthey'redoingnowistostichhercloseduntil

herduedate.

Linda:Ok,I'llcallherassoonassheisout.Isshe

goinghomeorstayingovernight?

Leruo:I'm notsure..Willhearaftertheprocedure.
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Linda:Ok,arethekidswiththenanny?

Leruo:They'reatmymother's,butI'llgetthem.

Linda:Ok..Bye

HehungupandsighedthenhevideocalledBree...

Bree:(sleepy)Hello?

Leruo:Hi,goodmorning...Canwetalk?

Bree:Sure,(yawnedandpushedherhairback)

what'sup?

Leruo:I'm atthehospital,Amandagaaikutwesente

Bree:Youthinkit'sbecauseoflastnight?

Leruo:(sighedandrubbedhishead)Yeah...Probably

Bree:Sorryforgettingyouintotrouble.(laughed)Ke

swabilegore!

Leruo:(laughed)It'sok,iwasthinkingweshould

toneitdown.

Bree:Weweregoingto,yousaidshe'dbeouttoday
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soyesterdayididn'texpectherout...I'm sureyou

didn'texpecthereither.

Leruo:Yeahbutifeelabitguilty.Idon'twanttobe

thesekindsofguyswhotreatpregnantwomenlike

crap

Bree:Don'tworryaboutit,wenajustfocusonher.O

nalestress?

Leruo:No,ketshogilehela,gapegaiseabuesepe

aboutyou...Iwonderwhyshehasn'tsaidanything.

Maybesheisgoingtodivorceme,nowadayswomen

lovedivorcing.

Bree:(smiled)Shewon't,don'tworry...Gago

divorcerotseyenna

Leruo:(laughed)Younevertakeanythingserious

wena

Bree:(laughed)Butseriouslycomeon,stop

worrying....(belookeddownandheavedasighwhile

shelistened)Ithinkit'ssexythatyou'refeelingso

guiltyandworriedaboutyourwife....Marriedmenare

socutewhentheydothat.Wishicouldseetheguilt

lookonyourfaceabekegosuna.
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Leruo:(laughed)You'recrazy,butonaseriousnote

nowlet'sstop,atleastfornow.

Bree:(laughed)Can'twaitforyoutocum insideme

andthenwakeupterrifiedthenextmorningtalking

aboutamorningafterpillbecauseyoucan'tstandto

hurtyourotherfamily.

Leruo:You'dhaveunprotectedsexwithme?

Bree:Yeah,whynot?Igettestedthenitakeprep

pills...You'realreadyfaithfultoyourmeds.Kebata

gogolekelaskintoskin...Iwantyoupumpinside

me..

Helookeddownandtookadeepbreaththenhe

stooduprubbinghisheadwalkingbackandforthas

hefixedhisbonerinthepants...

Bree:Leruo?

Leruo:(tookamoment)I'm here...

Bree:Otshabagocheater?
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Leruo:It'snotjustaboutthat...Whatifonna

pregnantthenlennaabekewelaonthesame

scenarioleBatsile?

Bree:I'm usinganinjectiontopreventpregnancy.

Stopbeingababy..

Leruo:Gapegoneyaanait'sabadtime...Thiscervix

thingfreakedmeout..

Bree:(laughed)IfyouwerenexttomeI'dkissyou,i

feellikeyou'regettingnervousthatside...

Leruo:(laughed)You'retalkingcrazy,oipolelelagore

ontwaetsewena.

Bree:(laughed)ButipromiseIwon'tmisbehave.

Deal?

Leruo:Deal.

Bree:Ihavetogo,thetenantisatthedoor.

Leruo:Ok,Bye

Hehungupandsighedwaiting....
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Atthemall....

LaterthatafternoonBatsilesteppedoutofthecar

andpickedthebabythenhesteppedasideasthe

otherchildrengotout.ChaseheldLele'shandand

closedthedoor...

Batsile:Alrightguys...Youknowtherulesright?

Chase:Youdon'tcryforanythingorelseyoucome

waitinthecarwhileothersshop.

Diamond:Youdon'ttouchanything

Losika:Youaskforsomethingifthereisnomoney

youdon'tcry

Batsile:Lelewhatelse?

Lele:Nolongfaces...

Batsile:Great,I'm givingeachoneofyouP50,that's

yourbudget.Youbuywhatyoucanafford...



Iam

Theysmiledashehandedthem eachP50..

Diamond:DaddyIwantstickersformybooks

Batsile:Ok,I'llshowyou..Let'sgo...

BatsilefixedThata'sbabyhatthentheywalkedinto

themallashisphonerang...

Batsile:Hello?

Bame:Didyouseemymessage?

Batsile:(laughed)Ithinkweshouldjustkeepquiet

aboutit..Peternevertoldanyone

Kanako:No,ikissedherdaughter...Youmeani

kissedmystepsister

Basi:Whatelseisnew?Incestisn'tanythingnew

here...Besidesyouturnedherdownlikethe

responsiblelittlebrotheriknowyou're.

Kanako:Istillkindoflikeher,whichisnotgood
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becauseidon'twanttoenduplikeBatsile.

Batsile:Great,nowI'm thefamilyexample.

Bame:Butno...notthiswoman.

Basi:Oklet'sjusttellhim

Batsile:Sometruthsarebetterleftunsaid,whatif

thiswomanhaschangedandwantsabetterlife?We

shouldn'tjudgepeoplewiththeirpast.Weare

destroyingwhatisprobablybedsecondchanceat

love.Papadoesn'tevenhavemoney,whatmotive

wouldshehavebesideslove?Peoplelearnfrom

theirmistakes.

Kanako:I'm withBatman

Batsile:Givetheladyachanceandseeifshehasn't

changed.Peoplechange

Basi:Whatexcusewouldwegivepapaforomitting

suchabigdetail?

Bame:I'lltellhim.

Batsile:Ok...Kanakodidyouguysendupfilingfor

divorce?
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Kanako:Notyet...I'm yettodoit

Batsile:Ohok,guysI'llcallyou,I'm crossingtheroad

withthechildren

All:Shap

Hehungupandcrossedtheroadwiththechildren

astheywalkedintheshop,BatsileputThatainthe

trolleythenChasepushedwhilehewalkedbehindall

thechildren..

Batsile:Rememberyouaskmebeforeputting

anythinginthetrolley.

Children:Ok...

Thechildrenputafewthingsinthetrolleyand

turnedwiththesectionwhereAmanewasstanding

withMogogilookingatthedifferentflavoursof

chips...
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Losika:Mama!!

Lele:Himama!

AmaneandMogogiturnedaroundlookingasBatsile

lookedatthem.Amaneputdownthechipsandlifted

Leleshamefully,

BatsilelookedatMogogionceandgrabbedthe

chipsforthechildrenaccordingtotheirflavours

thenhedroppedthem inthetrolley.

ChasestoppedthetrolleyandlookedatMogogi,he

lookedathismotherandhisfather'sfacial

expressions,somethingwasn'tright...

BatsilewaitedforhertoputLeledownthenheheld

herhand..

Amane:I'llseeyouathomeok?Oryouwanttocome
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withme?

Lele:Iwantshopping..

Amane:Ok,bye

ChaseobservedashisfatherpickedLeleandledthe

way,helookedatMogogiandhismotherwitha

straightfaceandpushedthetrolley...

Batsile:(turnedback)Chasehurryup

Heclenchedhisjawsandpushedfastercatchingup

tohisfather...

Atthehospital...

LaterthatafternoonLeruowalkedinthewhile

Amandalaidonthebed...
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Doctor:Hi

Leruo:Hi...She'llbeonbedrestandsheshouldn't

engageinsex...Strictlynopenetration.

Leruo:Untilwhen?

Doctor:Untilbirth,Amanda'scervixisnotnormalso

weshouldbecareful.

Amanda:Iunderstand,I'llbecareful

Leruo:Wewillbecareful...

Doctor:Ok,wearedonehere...Didyouseethesex

ofthebaby?

Leruo:No

Thedoctorturnedaroundandbegunscanningthe

babyasLeruosmiledlookingatthescreen...

Doctor:Canyouguesslookingatthat?

Leruo:I'm justseeingmovementandtheshapeofa

head
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Doctor:(laughed)It'saboy..

Hesmiledandkissedher.Amandalookedathim

calmlywithoutanyfacialexpressionsthenshe

lookeddownasBree'simageflashedback.

Leruo:Ican'twaittoseehim...

Heleanedoverandkissedher.

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthateveningBatsileknockedonthedoorand

steppedbacktakingadeepbreathasthechildren

stoodby.

ThedooropenedthenAmanestoodasideasthe

childrenraninsidewiththeirtoys,Chaseand
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Diamondslowlywalkedinlookingattheirmother

andfather,theyturnedaroundcuriouslylookingat

them asBatsiletookadeepbreathandswallowed

puttinghishandsinthepockets.

Hewasn'tsurewhattosayhejustlookedather

withoutaword,Amanelookedbackatthechildren

withthatlookthentheyquicklyturnedawaywalking

totheirroom.

Amane:Isthereanythingelse?

Batsile:Stopwalkingaroundwiththisguyinpublic

you'remakingmelookstupid.

Amane:Yourchildmakesmelookstupid.Thereis

nothingstupidaboutaguyimetintheshop.We

didn'tcometogether.Notthatineedtoexplain

myselftoyou.Isthereanythingelse?

Heshookhisheadthenshesteppedbackand

closedthedoor.Heturnedaroundandgotinthecar
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thenhedroveoff....

SIXMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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Attherestaurant...

LindaandMmogowalkedintherestaurantleading

thedecorladywhileshecarriedtheflowers...

Linda:Ok....SoAmaneisgoingtositovertherewith

hergrandparents...

Decor:It'satableforfoursoI'm thinkingweputthe

husbandhereandtheparentsthisside.

Linda:No,it'sjustherandhergrandparents,shesaid

weshouldonlyputthreeseats.

Decor:Ok,(noteditdown)itwasn'tindicatedonthe

seatarrangement...

Linda:ThatrowhasbeenreservedfortheMotsumi

brothersandtheirwivesincludingBatsile.Theyover

therehelpingthatside.
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Mmogo:(turnedbackandkissedher)BabeI'm going

tocheckonthephotobooth.

Linda:Ok...

Lindaandtheladywalkedaroundthedecorated

restaurantareacheckingifeverytablehadenough

glassesandcutleryasguestsbegunarriving.

AttheentrancestoodJuneasshewelcomedthe

guestswithasmileandpulledthedoorforeveryone

walkingin,quiteawelcominggesturebutanother

waytomakesuretheupanddownmovement

doesn'tdamagethedoor...

Summersmiledattheguestsandwalkedtowards

them totheirassignedseats...

Thetechguywalkedtothestageandfixedthe

backgroundbluelightsbythecounterasthe

restaurantlogoemittedlights...
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Waitresseswalkedinwearingtherestaurantgolf

Tshirtsandtooktheguest'sordersasAmane's

grandparentsarrived,everyoneturnedaroundand

clappedhandsastheelderstooktheirseat....

AtAmanda'sHouse...

MeanwhileLeruo'smotherzippedAmanda'sdress

standingbehindher,shepulledthedresstogether

tightlytryingtozip...

MmagweLeruo:Swallowyourbellyngwanyana

Amandalaughedandsuckedinherstomachasher

motherinlawzippedherdressandbrushedher

waistdown...

Her:Youlookbeautiful..Hurryup,you'realreadylate.
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Amanda:Thankyou...Ipromise,iwon'tbelong.

Her:Ifyou'recomfortablesittinguntiltheendofthe

eveningthentakeyourtime.

Amanda:Ok...

Leruoparkedoutsideandhitthehornthenshe

smilednervously,hermotherinlawsmiledand

noddedencouragingher.Shelookedatthebabyand

smiledbeforepickingherbagandwalkingout...

Shesnuckoutwhilethetwinswereplayingintheir

room anddroveoffwithLeruo...

Attherestaurant...

Basi'sfather,MaThandieandThandiewalkedinand

tooktheirseat,Kanakoturnedaroundandlookedat

her,shesmiledandwavedathim,hesmiledand

raisedaglassatherthenhesippedandturnedback
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tohiswife...

June:That'sherdaughter?

Kanako:Yeah

June:Sheisbeautifuljustlikeher

Kanako:Iknow...

TheyturnedtothefrontasSimbaandJalowalkedin

tooktheirseat.SimbapulledthechairforJalothen

hesatdownandlockedeyeswithBreesitting

acrossthetable...Confusedheturnedaroundand

lookedbehindhim justtomakesurethatstarewas

forhim....indeeditwas.Heglancedathiswifeand

calmlyturnedtothefrontlistening,heletafew

secondspassthenhelookedatherandshewasstill

staring.Hepickedabottleofwateranddrunkthen

heturnedtothefront....

LeruoandAmandatooktheirseatasAmanda

smiledandwavedatLindawhowavedbackand
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smiled.Leruoleanedbackandsighedlookingat

BreeandSimba'sstarestowardsoneanother...

Mc:(holdingthemic)itwon'tbeaneveningoflong

speechesandlotsofspeakers...It'saneveningto

rememberforitsdeliciousfood,beautifulmusicand

theladyofthemoment.Ladiesandgentlemen

pleasewelcomeourdirectorandchef..

Amanewalkedinliftingherlongmaxydressand

smiledlookingateveryone,shelookedather

grandparentsandsmiledthenMogogiwalkedinand

stoodatthefarendfoldinghisarms.Shelookedat

him thenhesmiledalitterandgaveheralittlesalute

withtwofingers.

Shesmiledandtookadeepbreath...

Amane:Thankyouallfortakingyourtimetoshare

thisspecialeveningwithus,itwasn'teasy....Iknow
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it'salittlelatefortheelders,(smiledatAmanda)

someleftbabiesathome,sometookdaysoffjustto

makethisaspeciallittlecelebration..It'sdinnerbut

it'smorethanjustdinner..Itscelebration...

Amandaturnedaroundandsearchedthroughthe

crowdforBatsilebuthewasnowheretobefound.

Sheleanedbackandbrusheditoffbuttheprogram

carriedonwhileshekeptturningaroundlooking

back...

Sheturnedaroundlookingatthebackagain

searchingthroughthecrowdthensheturnedtothe

front...

Amane:(smiledlookingaround)Beforewemakea

toastI'dliketocallovermyhusbandandsoontobe

exhusbandBatsile...Wearesupposedtodothis

toasttogether...
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Therewassilenceaspeopleturnedlookinatone

another.

TheDJrelaxedlookingattheprogram asAmane

calledforBatsilethenheremembered!

Dj:Shit!

Hestoodupandreachedinhispocketthenhetook

outthememorystickandinsertedit.Hesignaledthe

lightcontrollerandplayedtherecordedaudioas

everyonesilentlylistened....

*

*

*

*

*
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Attherestaurant...

Amaneturnedaroundholdingthemicastheaudio

played...

Audio:Goodevening,ifthisaudioisplayingthenthe

eveningwentwell.I'dliketopersonallythank

everyonewhoshowedup,especiallyfrom my

family...Iknowmyfathersaidhe'dbeherewithhis

ladyfriend,andournewsister.(ThandieandKanako

lookedatoneanother)Iknowmybrothersandtheir

wivesarehere....I'dliketothankmygrandparentsin

laws...IwastheirsonbeforeievenmetAmane...I

usedtobringthem vegetablesfrom thegardenand

grannywoulddishformedeliciousfood...Amane

didn'tlearntocookatschool...It'sinherblood...She

takesafterhergrandmother...



Iam

Theoldladysmiledemotionallyandlookedat

Amaneasshelookeddownandrelaxedputtingthe

micdown.

Audio:Ladiesandgentlementhankyousomuchfor

supportingmywife,it'sunfortunatethaticouldn't

makeittotheevent.Iwantedtocomebutthe

divorceistakingitstollonme,tomorrowwillbethe

lastdayandseeinghertonightwillmakeithardfor

me...Knowinghowbeautifulsheisiknowtonight

sheismorebeautifulthananyoneI'veeverseensoi

don'twanttohaveasleeplessnightaftertheofficial

opening.(tookadeepbreathandsighed)Basi...

Pleasehelpmeandleadthetoast,(laughed)Iknow

you'regoingtopunchmefornotbeingmanenough

tocomebutitrustyoubigbro.Thankyouall,enjoy

yourevening.

Basismiledastheaudioendedandstoodup,

everyoneclappedhandsashewalkedoverholdinga
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glass.HeandAmanehuggedthenheturnedtothe

guestssmiling...

Basi:(smiled)Heisright,I'm goingtopunchhim for

missingoutonaneveninglikethis...Butthenweare

softieswhenitcomestoourwivessomaybeI'llletit

pass.

Everyonelaughedandclappedhands...

Basi:Idon'twanttospoilanythinghesaidso...

(turnedandsmiledatAmaneraisinghisglass)Here

istothebestchefinMaun....

All:Cheers!

Theyallsmiledandturnedtooneanothertoasting...

AtBatsile'sHouse....
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MeanwhileBatsilelaidonthecouchinhisshorts

watchingthemovie,Chasewalkedinthelivingroom

inhispyjamas..Batsileturnedaroundandmutedthe

TV...

Batsile:Littleme...what'sup?

Chasescratchedhisheadstandingtherenotsure

howtostart...

Batsile:(tappedthecouch)comesithere!

Chasewalkedoverandsatnexttohim..

Batsile:Whyaren'tyousleeping?

Chase:Ihadabaddream..

Batsile:Tellmeaboutit..
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Chase:Youandmamawerefighting..

Batsile:Yourmotherandiwillneverfight...Iwould

neverletitgothatfar.Iloveyourmotheralot.

Chase:Can'tshejustforgiveyouforhavingThata

thenwegetbacktogetheragain?Imissusstaying

together.

Batsile:Shecan't,it'stoopainfulforhertohandleso

wehavetobeapart.Divorceisn'tasbadasyou

think...Lookhowfunthepastcoupleofmonths

havebeenforus.Ifinallygotanicehouseandyou

guyscansleepoveranytimeyouwant...Igotacar...

Nowyouhavetwohomestoenjoy...

Chase:Ijustmissmamabeingwithus.

Batsile:Wehavetogetusedtothenewarrangement.

Chase:Areyougoingtohaveagirlfriend?

Batsile:Idon'thaveagirlfriend...Idon'tknowifI'll

getoneinthefuturebecauseistillwantyourmother

butifidoI'llmakesureipickaniceone...Oneyou'll

alllike.

Chase:(smiled)OK...
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Batsile:Let'swatchthemovie...

HeunmutedtheTVthentheycarriedwatching...

Attherestaurant...

LaterontheshorteventendedasAmanewalkedher

grandparentstothecar,sheleanedoverandthey

hugged

Grandfather:Goodnight...

Amane:Eerra...Goodnight...

Grandfather:Thatwasthemostdisrespectfulwayto

introduceamanthatgaveyoufourhealthychildren

andsavedyourlifewhenhecouldhavejustdivorced

youandfoundsomeonewithakidneythatactually

functions.Iam verydisappointedinyou,ididn'twant

toshowyouhowifeelintherebutican'tcontain

myselfanylonger.Batsilehashurtyoudeeplybuthe
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alsodidalotofgoodforyou.Divorcehim with

dignity,stopembarrassinghim inpublic.Thatman

hasdonenothingbutloveyouuntilhecheated...I

understandyourpainbutyou'regoingtoofarand

losingyourself.Idon'tknowwhatpainhasdoneto

youbutineedmygranddaughter...Theonewho

respectsotherpeople'sfeelings.Don'tletsuccess

andmoneygetintoyourhead...Don'tforgetthatifit

wasn'tforBatsileyouwouldn'tbestandinghere

today.Havingthatchilddoesn'tchangethefactthat

hedidalotofgoodforyou...Hemadeyouwho

you'retoday.Begrateful...

Amanelookeddownashergrandfathergotinthe

carandputhisstickoverhislap,hergrandmother

closedthedoorandlookedather...

Grandmother:Youneedtofindyourself..Iam

disappointedinhowyouwantedtoembarrass

Batsile.Ohchild,nothingbadyoudowilltakeoutthe

paininyourheart,youcanonlydestroyyourselfand
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thosearoundyou.It'sapainyoulearntolivewith...

Nowyou'returningintotheoldAmanda...Evenshe

leanttolivewithit.Lookatherlifeprospering...You

leaveorstay,thereisnoinbetween.Goodnight...

Shegotinthecarthenthedrivertookoff.Sheturned

backtotherestaurantasMogogisteppedoutand

metherhalfway...

Mogogi:Hey...Youlookbeautifultonight..

Amane:Thankyou...

Hetriedtoholdherbutshepickedherdresswalking

besideshim...

Mogogi:Anythingwrong?

Amane:No,iwanttowaituntileverythingisfinal

beforeicanpubliclywalkaroundwithyou.

Mogogi:Tomorrowisthelastday.I'm surethejudge
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willfinaliseit.

Amane:Iknowbuthisfamilyandfriendsarehere.

Mogogi:Ok,understandable.

TheywalkedinjustasBasisteppedoutcarryinghis

wife..

Summer:BabetherraIwanttotodance!

Basi:You'retipsy!No!(walkedpastAmane)Good

night

Amane:Goodnight

Summersmackedhim tryingtokickandslideout

butBasiheldhertightlyandputherinthecarthen

hedroveoff.Amanelaughedandwalkedin...

MeanwhileSimbaleanedoverwhisperingtoJalo

thenhewalkedtowardsthetoilets.
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BreesippedthedrinklookingatSimbathensheput

downtheglassandfollowedhim...

Inthemen'stoilets...

BreewalkedinthetoiletwhileSimbastoodbythe

urinalpeeing...

Bree:Hi..

Simbastoopedpeeing,shookitandzippedhispants

thenheturnedaroundlookingather...

Simba:Hi,wareng

Bree:Shap...Cametoaskforakiss...

Simba:Idon'tdothattomywife,sorry.

Bree:(laughed)Ohcomeon...Let'sjustbecrazy.
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TomorrowI'm leavingforNetherlands,I'm goingto

staytherewithmysister...Shefoundmeschooland

I'm relocatingwithmyboy.Iwanttodosomething

funbeforeleavingMaun....

Shesmiledwalkingtowardshim andtriedtotouch

hischinbutheflinchedback...

Simba:Don'tdothat...

Bree:(stoppedsmiling)I'm justplaying..

Simba:Idon'tplaywithotherwomenbehindmy

wife'sback.

Hewashedhishandsandwalkedoutclosingthe.

Breetookadeepbreathandsighed...Atleast

nobodysawthat...

Shesteppedoverandlookedatherselfonthemirror

thensomeoneflashedthetoiletandopenedthe
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door.SheturnedaroundandlookedatLeruoashe

steppedoutwithhisshirtuntucked...

Leruo:Thatwaslowevenforyou

Bree:(rolledhereyes)Herecomesmrican'tcheat

onmywifenumbertwo...Youknowyouwantthis...I

knowyoudo.

Hewashedhishandsandputthem underthedryer...

Bree:Amandawagobetsa?

Heturnedaroundandputhishandsinthepockets

lookingather...

Leruo:No

Bree:Thenwhydidyouchangeyourmindbecause

thingsweregoingwellbetweenus.
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Leruo:Shehasn'taskedmeanythingaboutyouto

thisdayanditookthatasawarning.Ithasnothing

todowithyou,it'sme...

MeanwhilebackintherestaurantAmandawaitedfor

Amaneasideholdingadrinkwhileshehuggedand

talkedtoothergueststhenshelookedaroundand

noticedLeruowasn'taround,shesearchedforBree

andshewasn'taroundeither...

Shesighedandheadedtothemen'stoilets,she

pushedthedoorjustwhenBreepulleditfrom the

insideandsteppedoverwithLeruobehindher.

AmandalookedatLeruo'suntuckedshirtandshook

herheadindisbeliefthensheturnedaround

removingherringasshewalkedoutofthebuilding.

*

*

*

*
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Attherestaurant...

AmandawalkedpastAmanewithoutevenseeing

herandsteppedoutofthebuildingheadingtothe

parking,LeruopastbyfollowingAmandathen

AmanelookedbackandnoticedBreesteppingout

fixingherhair...

Shewalkedovertoherandturnedheraround

lookingather.

Amane:Whatdidyoudo?

Bree:Nothing,whatareyoutalkingabout?

Amane:AmandaandLeruo

Bree:Shesawuswalkingoutandjumpedinto
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conclusions.

Amane:Whatwereyoudoinginmen'stoilets?

Bree:Iwantedtotalktohim

Amane:Talkaboutwhatsesebuelwanginthe

toilets?Idon'tknowwhyyoukeepgettingtoo

friendlywithLeruoknowingverywellheismarried

butyouneedtostop.I'm gettingannoyedmyself.

Bree:Ok

Amane:Areyousleepingwithhim?

Bree:No,wearejustfriends...Nothinghappened.

Amane:Juststopit..

Bree:I'm leavingtomorrowsoshehasnothingto

worryabout...

Amaneshookherheadandwalkedaway...

MeanwhileintheparkinglotAmandaunlockedthe

carfrom adistanceasshepacedtothecarand
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opened,Leruopusheditclosedandturnedher

around..

Leruo:It'snotwhatyouthink!Iwasn'tdoinganything

withher.

Amanda:Leavemealone...letgoofme...

Leruo:Iswearwithourson,ididn'tdoanything.

Amanda:(tearfully)Takemysonoutofthis...

Shetriedtograbthedoorbuthepushedit,she

turnedaroundandslappedhisfaceandpunched

him countlesstimesasheturnedaroundgivingher

hisbackthenheturnedaroundandgrabbedheras

shebrokedowncrying,hehuggedheragainstthe

carasshecried..

Leruo:Iswearnothinghappened....Iwasinthetoilet

andSimbawasbyurinal,shewalkedinmaking

movesonhim,herejectedherandwalkedoutthat's

whenicameout.Shetoldmesheisgoingto
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Netherlandsandthat'sit...YoucanaskSimbaifyou

don'tbelieveme...ButSimbadidn'tseeme..He

didn'tknowI'm intheresohecanjusttellyouwhat

happened.

Heleanedbackandrubbedhertearsthenhehugged

herasshesniffled.

Amanda:Whyshouldibelieveyou?

Leruo:Becauseit'sthetruth....I'dneverembarrass

youlikethat..OnkgalemeletseBreeandI'venever

talkedtohersincethen.Iloveyoupleaseforgiveme

forthatmisunderstanding...I'm sorry...

HeliftedherchinandkissedherasSimbaandhis

wifewalkedpastthem kissing...

Simba:(whistled)Otiisangwanakamokwata?
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LeruoandAmandalaughedembarrassedand

hugged...

Leruo:SureSimba

Simba:Sureboy

Simbaopenedthedoorforhiswife,shegotinthen

heclosedherdooranddroveoff...

BackinsideBamesippedfrom hisglasswatchingas

Mogogistoodbythecountergettingadrinkthenhe

lookedatKanakoandwalkedtowardsMogogi.He

bumpedonMogogiwhospilledthedrinkonhimself

anddroppedtheglass.KanakobumpedonMogogi

from behindandsteppedaside...

Kanako:EverythingOK?

Mogogirubbedthedrinkdown..
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Bame:Ididn'tseeyou,sorry...OShap?

Mogogi:Yeah,I'm good...

Thebrotherswalkedawayasthecleanerwalked

overthenMogogiturnedwalkingaway,hefeltabit

ofastingonhisbackandscratchedhimselfashe

walkedtowardsAmane...hisarm gotweakerashe

scratchedhimselfuntilhecouldn'tfeelhimself,the

arm eventuallydroppeduncomfortablethenhisfoot

gotweaker,hestumbledonthenearestchairand

satdownlookingathisfootandarm...

Mogogi:Ama-aaa..

Histonguegotheavierandalthoughheknewwhat

hewantedtosayhecouldn't.Oneofthewaiters

noticedhim slidingoffthechairandwalkedover,

BameandKanakowalkedoverandhelpedhim sit...
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Waiter:AreyouOK?

Bame:Exerbossoshap?

Waiter:Maybeheisdrunk

Kanako:Youcango...Wewillhelphim.Wedon't

wantdrawattentiontohim...

Hewalkedaway,BameandKanakolookedaround

aspeoplechattedpayingnoattentionthentheysat

besideshim ashefelltothesidefailingtoeven

stand,nocontrolofhismusclespeesliddownthe

chair...

Bame:Don'tworry....You'llbeOKinafewminutes

ok?...Butifyouwantthisfeelingtolastlongerkeep

showingupwhereyou'renotneeded.Keraahela...

Kanakolookedathiswristwatchandsighedsipping

hisjuicecalmly.Bamepressedhisphoneplayinga

gamewhileLeruosatbetweenthem helplessly

slidingtothesideaspeoplestoodbychattingwith
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friends.Thebrothersstoodupandwalkedintothe

crowdasMogogislowlysliddown,hegainedcontrol

ofhisarm andpulledhimselfuptositproperly

lookingathiswetpantsthenhestoodupandslowly

limpedoutside....

MeanwhileJunegrabbedAmane'sarm whileshe

waschattingtooneoftheguestsandwhispered...

June:Canwetalk?

Shesteppedasidewithher....

June:Thatwaswrong,"soontobeexhusband?"

Youcouldhavebeennicer...

Amane:Ihonestlydidn'tthinkitwasabigdeal

becausewearegettingdivorcedandeveryone

knowsit...ButnowifeelbadandI'm probablygoing

tospendtherestofmynightfeelingguilty.
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AmanecaughtsightofMogogiwalkingoutand

frowned..

Amane:I'llbeback...

ShewalkedpastherandfollowedMogogi...

Amane:Mogogi?

Mogogiturnedaroundlookingatherandlookedat

hiswetpantsundertheparkinglotlightthenheran

towardsthecar.Amaneturnedlookingbehindher

andranfollowinghim ashestartedthecar...

Amane:(stoppedandlookedbehindher)Whatisit?

Mogogi:I'lltalktoyoulater..
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Hereversedanddroveoff....

*

*

Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm tonight..Likeand

leavecomment.

*

*
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AtLeruo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningLeruostoppedthecarand

switchedoffthelightswhileAmandaquietlylooked

outside.Heturnedandtookherhandlookingather...

Leruo:From todayonwardsiwillnevertalktoBree..

Amanda:Ifyoutellmethetruthaboutthisonething

thenIwillbelieveeverythingyou'regoingtotellme,

ifyoulieiwillknowthatyou'realiar.

Leruo:(tookadeepbreath)OK...What'sthequestion?

Amandalookedinhiseyesandsighed...

Amanda:Doyoulikeher?
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Helookeddownasshelookedathim...

Amanda:Iknowthetruth,trustmewhenawoman

asksaquestionshealreadyknowstheanswer.

Amanda:DoyoulikeBree?

Leruo:Iwouldn'tsaylike,iwaslustingforher

probablybecauseiknewicouldgetitifireallywant

butididn'tdoit.Theveryfirsttimesiwastempted

yes...especiallyaftertheTsheposaga.Iwasreally

temptedbutthenIkeptthinkingcheatingwould

neverendinourrelationshipuntilsomeoneputsan

endtoit...Ifoughtthattemptationandovertimei

gotusedtoherandnowicancontrolmyselfbetter.

Wehaven'thadsexandI'm theonlyreasonwe

haven'thadsex....Ikeptstalling...Ishouldhavebeen

firm andI'm sorry.

Amanda:Ibelieveyou,tswelelakaseneorewase

mpolelabeforeistoppedyou.
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Leruo:Iwillnevertalktoheragain...Irealisethatby

talkingtoheroverandoverI'm hurtingyou,it's

disrespectfulanditmakesherthinkyou'restupid

becauseidon'trespectyou.

Amanda:AmmeLeruooaitsegorewhenyoukeep

apologisingbutthenyoukeepdoingthesame

mistakeagainandagaintheapologylosesitsvalue?

Leruo:Iknow,thisisthelasttime.

Amanda:Becausegatwesheisgoingoverseas?

Leruo:No,comeon...IfitwasaboutthatI'dstilltalk

toheroverthephone.I'm donewithher...

Shelookedathim andsighed...

Amanda:I'vefalleninlovewithyou...Whenilovei

love...Don'ttakemyloveforgranted.Iusedtobeso

sureaboutyoubutnowadaystheonlythingiam

sureaboutisthatyou'reagoodfathertoyour

daughtersandson.Banabonegakengongoregeand

youlovethem equally.Kekopagoreoikagewhenit
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comestoyourcommitmenttowardsme...

Leruo:Eemma,I'lldothat

Amanda:Don'tbetooquicktosayEemma

Leruo:Iunderstand,I'm notjustsayingyes.

Amanda:AndI'm sorryforthatslap...Andthe

punches..

Leruo:(smiled)Ifyou'rereallysorryandwantmeto

forgiveyouyoumustputthison...

Hetookoutherringfrom thepocketandputiton

herfingerasshesmiledthentheymethalfwayand

kissed.

Attherestaurant...

TheDJandhisteam walkedoutcarryingtheir

equipmentwhilethestaffclearedthetables.Bree

tookonelastsipandputtheglassbackonthetable

thenshewalkedtowardsAmanewhowastextingon
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herphone...

Bree:Ams?

Amaneturnedaroundlookingatherthensheleaned

overandhuggedher..

Bree:Maybewewon'tmeettomorrow,soijustwant

tosaythanksforeverythingandgoodbye.Iknow

youbeenthroughalotbecauseofmebutyoudidn't

treatmebad...Forthatiwillalwaysrespectyou.I'm

goingtomissyou...IknowThataisgoingtomiss

hissiblingstoo..

Sheleanedbackpushingherdarklonghairbackand

babykissedAmane.Amanelookedaround

speechlessbutthelittlestaffclearingthetables

hadn'tnoticedanything..
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Bree:Thankyoufortreatingmelikeyourlittlesister.

Iloveyou

Amane:Ok,youhadtoomuchtodrink.Whoistaking

youhome?

Bree:Iam takingmehome..

Amane:"Iam takingmehome."Great....Justgreat...

I'lltakeyouhome...You'llgetthecartomorrow...

Amanewalkedheroutsideassheclumsilywalked

onhighheels.Sheopenedthedoorforherandput

heronthepassengersidethensheclosedthedoor..

Amane:I'm coming,don'tmove.

Amanewalkedbacktowardsthebuildingasthe

managerhurriedoutwithherpurse.

Amane:Ohthanks.
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Manager:You'rewelcome.Goodnight

Amane:Goodnight.

Sheturnedbacktothecarandgotinthenshe

reachedforabottleofwineunderherseatandtook

asip.Breegotupandlookedather..

Bree:So...Youstilldrinkuh?

Amane:Shutup...Holdthisforme,putonyourseat

belt...

ShereversedanddroveoffasBreesippedfrom the

samebottle,shegrabbeditfrom herandsipped

thensheputitbetweenherlegsasshedrove...

KattyPerry'sIkissedagirlplayedthenBreeturned

upthevolumeandsmiledlookingather...
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Bree:So...Haveyoueverkissedagirl?

Amane:Walwala

Bree:Weshouldtryit...It'snotlikewewillevermeet

again..

Amane:You'redrunk

Bree:IhavetogetThatafrom Batsile...Willyoudrop

ushome?

Amane:Ok..

Bree:Sowarengkakiss?

Amane:Watsenwanaare?Ija...

ShesippedagainandcarriedondrivingwhileBree

sangalongwiththesong.

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmaneparkedthecarastheloud

musicplayed,
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Amane:Hokotsavolumebathobarobetse...

Amaneturnedoffthemusicandlookedather,Bree

lookedatherlipsandslowlyleanedoverkissingher.

Amane'sheartpoundedassheclosedhereyes

kissedherback...

Bree:(whispered)Ohfuck...MmhI'vealwayswanted

tokissyourlips

Amane:(panting)AreyekogoBatsile....

MeanwhileinsidethehouseBatsilelaiddeadasleep

onthebedwithThataandLelentleeachofhisside.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhegotupand

satontheedgeofthebedrubbinghiseyes.

Hecheckedthebaby'sdiaperandturnedhim laying

ontheothersidethenhepulledtheduvetoverLele
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beforestandingupandwalkingacrosstheliving

room barefootedinshorts.

Heswitchedthelightsonandpeakedoutside

throughthewindow,itwasAmane'scar...Whyshe

hadbrightenedtheheadlightslikethathehadno

idea...

Asheunlockedthedoorhecouldheargiggles,he

pulleddooropenandlookedatBreeandAmane...

Batsile:Hi...

Bree:Hi

Amane:Hi

Batsile:ThataissleepingsoI'llbringhim in-

Theywalkedinthehousethenhewalkedpastthem

tothecarwhereheswitchedoffthelights.He

walkedbackinwiththekeysandhandedthem to
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Amane...

Batsile:What'sgoingon?

Theylookedatoneanotherthenlookedathim

beforeleaningoverandkissing.Batsile'sheart

skippedasherubbedhismouthindisbeliefand

swallowed.Thetracesofsleephehaddisappeared

leavinghim fullawakeashelookedatthem...

Batsile:(whispered)Shit!

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'sHouse..

Theywalkedinthehousethenhewalkedpastthem

tothecarwhereheswitchedoffthelights.He

walkedbackinwiththekeysandhandedthem to

Amane...

Batsile:What'sgoingon?

Theylookedatoneanotherthenlookedathim

beforeleaningoverandkissing.Batsile'sheart

skippedasherubbedhismouthindisbeliefand

swallowed.Thetracesofsleephehaddisappeared

leavinghim fullawakeashelookedatthem...

Batsile:(whispered)Shit!
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Amanewalkedovertohim andputherarmsoverhis

shoulderskissinghim,heheldherwaistandkissed

herforthefirsttimeinalongtime,Breestepped

overandkneltdownthenshepulleddownhisshorts

ashisharddicsprungout,shegrabbeditfillingher

handthenhesteppedbackpullinguphisshorts.

Batsile:Breegetup...Wearenotdoingthis...

Bree:(laughed)Areyouscaredyouwon'thandleus...

Batsile:I'm notplayingwithyou.Getup...

BreeslowlygotupandsighedasBatsileadjusted

thecouchintoabedthenhewenttothebedroom

andcamebackcarryingThataoverhisshoulder,he

laidhim downandputtheduvetoverhim...

Batsile:Robala...Iknowyou'renottoodrunktosleep

withhim.(toAmane)Areye...
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HegrabbedAmane'shandandwalkedinthe

bedroom withherwherehepeeledtheblanketsfor

herthenshesatontheedge.HepickedLeleand

tookhertobedthenhewalkedbackinandclosed

thedoorlookingatAmane.

Hesquattedbetweenherlegswithhishandsover

herthighslookinginhereyes....

Batsile:I'm notsleepingBree....Iwillneversleep

withher.I'm notcheatingonyouwhetheryoupermit

itornot...I'velearntmylessonthehardway.You

cancarryonandsleepwithMogogiifitmakesyou

feelbetterbutI'm notcheatingonyou.I'm goingto

focusonourchildrenuntilthedivorceisfinal.You

alwaysunderestimatethings...Rememberhowyou

quicklyforgavemeforhavingThataandeven

offeredtohelptakecareofhim?Youthoughtyou

couldhandleit...Trustmebabe...youcan'thandlea

threesome...Nowifecan...AtleastnotanyAfrican
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wifeiknow...Someofthesethingsseem nicewhen

youwatchthem onTVorreadthem inabookbutin

reallifetheirconsequencesaresevere...Youdon't

wanttobestuckwithamemoryofmydickgoing

insideher...You'rehurtingbecauseyoucan't

imaginehowimadeThata...Howdoyouthinkyou'll

feelafterfindingouthowitmighthavehappened?

You'remywife...Thatmeanssomethingtome...I

knowthereisnoexcuseforcheatingbutifiwasn't

sexaullystarvingandgoingthroughallthatiwent

throughthattimeiwouldhavenevercheated....I

cheatedonyouoncewithherandI'veneverlooked

atanotherwoman.I'm notawomaniser.I'm simplya

manthatwentthroughhellandfailedtocontrol

himself...AstemptingasitisI'm notaboutto

traumatiseyoulikethat...Iloveyou.I'm sorry.

Shelookedathim astearsfilledhereyes,theshame

andembarrassed!Sheputherhandsoverherface

crying.Hestooduppullingherupandhuggedheras

shecriedonhisshoulder.
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Batsile:It'sok.....Bythewayyoulookbeautiful..

Amane:Thankyou...Doyouhavesomethingican

eat?

Batsile:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?Icanmake

anythingyouwant

Amane:Greeksaladisfine

Batsile:Alright..

HegrabbedhisTshirtandwalkedoutthenshe

sighedinrelief.Shelaidonthebedandshoveda

pillowunderherheadasshestaredatthewall.She

didn'tevenwantthissalad...Justneededtimetotry

fallingasleepoutofthisshamefulact...Whatthehell

wasshethinking.

Butthenhubby'sresponsethough...Howmanymen

woulddecline.Shesmiledandsighedthoughtfully.

Minuteslaterthedooropenedthensheclosedher

eyespeacefully...
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Batsile:I'm done,ibroughtyouwateraswell...

Hepausedlookingatherasshelaidasleepthenhe

wentbacktothekitchenandputthesaladinthe

fridgebeforewalkingbackinthebedroom and

closingthedoor.

Heunstrappedherheelsandputthem aside,thenhe

gentlyunzippedherdressandtookitoutwiththe

braleavingherinherpanties.Heswitchedoffthe

lightsandpulledtheduvetoverashelaybehindher

untilshefellasleep...

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatnightMogogiparkedinfrontofthehouse

andsighed,hercarwasn'toutside.Hetookoutthe

phoneandcalledherbutthecallwentunanswered.



Iam

Heputthephonedownandstartedthecarthenhe

droveoff...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

AlittleaftermidnightMogogiparkedatthegateand

closedthedoorthenheopenedthegateandwalked

inlookingatAmane'scar.

Heknockedonthedoorandsteppedback,the

curtainsmovedasideandafewminutespassed

withoutaresponse...

Hewalkedaroundthehouseandleanedoveroneof

thebedroom windowstryingtolookinsidebefore

walkingtotheotherwindowpeaking.

Hestoppedatthemasterbedroom windowand

noticeditwasn'tproperlyclosed,hepulledittothe
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sideandmovedthecurtainsasideasBatsileputon

hisTshirt...

Mogogi:Amane!?Amane!?

Batsileturnedaroundlookingathim,Amanelifted

herheadfrom thepillowandlookedatthewindow...

Batsile:(frownedindisbelief)Otwaelannakana

jaratayamenemona?

Mogogi:Amane?Let'sgo..

*

*

*

*

*
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Amane'sheartskippedasBatsileputonhis

sneakersandhurriedout,shegotoffthebedand

trippedfallingonthefloorasshereachedforher

dressbutitwaswaytoobigforthis..Shepulledhis

drawersandpickedhisTshirtthensheputonhis

shortsandranout....

MeanwhileoutsideBatsile'sbloodboiledashe

walkedaroundthehousefollowingMogogiwhowas

walkingbackwards...

Batsile:Didyoujustopenmywindowwhileiwas

sleepingwithmywife?

Mogogi:I'm notheretofightbutifyou'relookingfor

oneI'llgiveittoyou.It'snotlikeyoutwoare

together...
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Batsile:Areyouinsane?

Mogogi:Ijustwanttoaskhersomething.

Batsile:Leave,now.Hetaotswe...

AmaneranbehindoverandstoppedbehindBatsile

thenMogogistopped...

Mogogi:Canwetalk?

Amane:Mogogiareyoudrunk?I'm withmyhusband.

Mogogi:Canwetalk?Ijustwanttotalktoyou.

Batsile:Youneedtoleave

Chase'sbedroom lightscameonandtheyturned

lookingatthewindowashepeakedoutside.

Batsile'sangerchokedhim ashelookedatMogogi,

butthenhischildrenhadseenenoughtragedythe

pastcoupleofyears.Theirfatherfightingwasthe

lasthewantedforthem.
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HeturnedtoAmane...

Batsile:Rayamoengwagagoatsamaebeforei

changemymind.Idon'twantmychildrenwitnessing

thiskindofdrama.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedbackinthehouse.

Mogogiwalkedoverandsighedlookingather...

Mogogi:Adaybeforeyourdivorceisfinalisedyou're

layinginhisbed?Ithoughtwehadanunderstanding.

Amane:Youjustpeakedthroughmyhusband's

window!Itdoesn'tmatterwhatyouthink,thatman

canevensueyou!Doyouknowthat?

Mogogi:I'm willingtopay,I'llgetaloanandpaybut

youcan'tplaywithmyfeelingslikethat.
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Amane:Alrightyouneedtoleave.Ican'targuewith

youatthistime.Itsalmost1am andI'm cold

standingouthere.Youwokemyson!

Mogogi:Let'sgohome,you'renotgoingtocheaton

me...Idon'tplaylikethat,don'ttryme.Youdon'tget

toplaywithpeople'sfeelingslikethat...Iloveyou

andI'vebeenwaitingforthisday...Youcan'tdothis

tome.

Amane:Ididn'tdoanythingtoyou...Idon'toweyou

anything.Ihaven'tevensleptwithyou!

Mogogi:Babeyou'renotdoingthattome..You're

not...I'm notleavingwithoutyou...

Amane:You'reembarrassingmerightnow,youcan't

comeuptomyhusband'shousetolookforme.The

divorceisnotevenfinal.

Mogogi:It'stomorrow,whatdifferencedoesitmake?

Ifeellikeyouwanttouseme.Hisbrothersinjected

me

Amane:Idon'tbelieveyoubuteitherwayI'llseeyou

tomorrow.
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Mogogi:Areyoucheatingonme?BecauseIwon't

respondverywelltothat...ifheisstandingbetween

usicantakecareofhim oranyonestanding

betweenus...Ihavetheweaponforit.Youdon'thave

toworryaboutthat...

Insidethehouse....

MeanwhileinsidethehouseBatsilewalkedin

Chase'sroom..

Batsile:Hey,what'sup?

Chase:Whoisoutside?

Batsile:It'sjustsomeguy,getbacktobed

Chase:Isitanintruder?

Batsile:No,justafriend.Wewerejusttalking.

Chase:Iheardyoutellinghim toleave

Batsile:Yeah,gobacktosleep.
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Chasereluctantlyslidbackinbedstillstaringathis

father,Batsileswitchedoffthelightsandclosedthe

door.

Breequietlypressedherphonewithlyingnexttoher

sonwhilehefedfrom thebottle,shewasn'tsure

whatwasgoingonoutsidebutfrom thelookon

Batsile'sfacesheknewitwasbestshejustacted

likeshewasn'tthere......

Outside,AmanelookedatMogogiandsighed..For

somereasonsheknewitwouldn'tendwellifshe

toldBatsileshedidn'twanttogo...Hedefinitely

wouldn'tlethergoandthiswouldturnintoabig

fight...OnethatwouldprobablyendwithBatsilein

jailandtheirchildrentraumatisedbyyetanother

event....

Amane:Go,I'llfollowyou.



Iam

Mogogi:I'llwaitforyouatthegate.

Amane:Outside...

Mogogi:Ok

Amaneturnedandwalkedinthehouseheadingto

thebedroom whereBatsilewassittingontheedge.

Shepickedherdressandcarkeys..

Amane:I'm goinghome.IthinkI'vesobered.

Batsilelookedatherandsighedstandingup,he

walkedtothecurtainsandlookedoutside..

Batsile:Whereishe?Areyouleavingwithhim?

Amane:No,heisgone.

Batsile:It's1inthemorning,whycan'tyoujustsleep

andleavelater?

Amane:Iwon'tbeabletofallasleep..Ijustwantto
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sleeponmybed.

Batsilelookedatherasshewalkedoutthenhe

stoodbythewindowwatchingheruntilshewasata

blindspot.Assoonashercarwasoutofthegatehe

steppedoutofthehouseandwalkedtowardsthe

gatewherehestaredatMogogi'scarfollowinghers.

TypicalofAmane!!!

Heturnedandwalkedbackinthehousethenhegot

inthebedroom andsatonthebedthoughtfully.She

wouldneverchangeandbeneededtostophoping

forachangeofheartfrom her.Nowthisdivorcehad

tobedonewithsohecouldmoveon.He'dnever

troubleheragain...

InAmane'scar...

MeanwhileAmanedrovepasttheturnasMogogi

flushedthelightsforher,shekeptgoinganddialed
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thepolice....

Voice:Maunpolicemayihelpyou.

Amane:Hi,I'm drivingoverthereand...Afriendof

mineisfollowingme.Heindirectlythreatenedmy

children'slivesandiagreedtogowithhim justso

wecangetawayfrom them.

Voice:Whatdidhesay?

Amane:Hesaidhecangetridofmyhusbandor

children,pleaseijustwantyoutotalktohim sohe

canstoptalkingtomebecauseididn'twantmy

husbandtohandlehim toavoidaphysicalfightin

frontofthechildren.KeleSSGandI'm afraidhe

mightdosomethingcrazylikeshootusor

something.Hesaidhehasagun,idon'tknowifhe

reallyhasagunorhewasjustsayingbutiwantto

lodgeacomplaintandgetarestrainingorder.

Voice:What'shisname?

Amane:Mogogi...I'm parkingoutsideandheisstill

calling.Pleasehelpme
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Voice:Aren'tyouoverreacting?

Amane:I'm not,I'm tryingtohandlethisthebestway

Icanbecauseidon'twanttogohomewithhim but

heknowsistayalone.Hewillfollowme.

Sheparkedthecargivingherthenumberplateand

hungupthenshesteppedoutasMogogiparked

nexttoherandsteppedout...

Mogogi:What'sgoingon?

Amane:Ihavetochecksomethinginside

Mogogi:Whatareyoutryingtodo?

Twopoliceofficerswalkedtowardsthem asshe

lookedbackatthem,hetookadeepbreathcalmly

andturnedaroundputtinghishandsbehindhim for

theofficerstohandcuffhim...

Officer:MG
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Mogogi:Sure..

Officer:Gorileng?

Mogogi:Idon'tknow...What'sgoingon?

Officer:Let'sgoinside...

Theyturnedandescortedhim insideasshefollowed

them foldingherarms...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthepolicestation...

AmanelookedatMogogiashespoketothepolice

officer...

Mogogi:Iunderstandhowitmayhavesoundedto

her...butididn'tmeanitlikethat.Ifitmakesherfeel

comfortableIwillstopcommunicatingwithher.

Officer:Butyou'relawenforcementofficerandyou

knowthreattokillisaseriousoffence,youwalked

throughthegateofamarriedmanandknockedon

hiswindowdemandingforhislegalwifeknowing

verywellthattooiswrong.

Mogogi:Tumiweegakegane

Officer:No,don'tusemyfirstname.I'm onduty...
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Mogogileanedbackandsighed...

Officer:(toAmane)Areyoupressingthecharges?

Amane:No,butIwanthim warnedandiwanta

restrainingorder

Officer:ItisgivenbythecourtsoI'm goingtofile

this...(leanedoverwriting)MmehelaMogogiyou're

tostayawayfrom her.Sometimesidon't

understand...Sheismarried,katswaaleinthe

processofadivorcebutsheisstillmarriedandyou

oughttorespectthat.Imaginelosingyourjoband

freedom forhavingacrushonamarriedwoman

whohastherighttoreconcilewithherhusbandif

shewishes.

Mogogi:Iunderstand,iappreciatethatsheisnot

takingitfurther.(toher)Thankyou...Ididn'tthink

you'dtakeitseriouslylikethat

Amane:ItakethreatsseriouslyandI'm donetalking

toyou.Anymanwhothreatenstobeatordoharm to

mekeachaisa.Ibroughtthisheresoyoucanbethe

firstsuspectifanythinghappenstome,myhusband
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ormychildren.

Thepoliceofficercontinuedwriting...

AtBatsile'sHouse....

ThenextmorningBreeputonherdressstandingin

thelivingroom,themaindooropenedandyoung

womanwalkedinwearingahoodie,sheputherbag

onthecouchandpushedthehoodoffherheadthen

shepulledoutherbraidsandlaythem onherback...

Her:Goodmorning

Bree:Goodmorning..

Her:(smiled)OhkanaThataisleavingfor

Netherlands....

Shepickedhim upandsmiledkissinghim onthe
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cheek...

Her:Myyoungestboss,I'm goingtomissyou...(to

Bree)Wagoboaleng?

Bree:I'm movingtheresohewillbecomingon

Christmasestovisitthefather.You're?

Her:I'm themaid...

Bree:Oh

ThehelperwalkedinthekitchenstillcarryingThata

andmadebreakfastforthechildrenbeforeknocking

ontheirdoors...

Her:OBK!?Getup!Neyney?!Loo?!Lele?!Timefor

school...

Shegotinthegirlsroom andtookouttheiruniform

layingitovertheirstudytable,thensheknockedon

themasterbedroom..
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Batsile:(sleepy)Yeah?

Sheopenedthedoorandstuckherheadinside

lookingatBatsileasheturnedaroundwiththesheet

coveringhisbigboner...

Her:Goodmorning...It'stimetogotowork!

Batsileyawnedstretchinghisbackandturnedaway

pullingasheetoverhishead...

Batsile:BonnothemmadropaboBree,eishijustfell

asleep.Ididn'tsleeplastnight.

Bonno:Aeno,getupanddropthem offbecauseifi

leavethenthewholehousewillgobacktosleepand

everyoneisgoingtobelate.

Batsile:IpromiseI'llmakesuretheydoasyousaid...

Themmatsamaya..
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Bonno:Ok...

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedinthechildren's

room whereshepickedThata'sbagandlivingroom

whereBreewasputtingonhershoes.

Bonno:Wewillbeinthecar...

BreeturnedlookingatherasshepickedBatsile'scar

keysandwalkedoutthenshegotupandfollowed

herout.

Bonnostrappedthebabyonthecarseatandgotin

thedriver'ssidewhileBreegotinthepassenger.She

slidoutthemirrorsandpulledtheseatbeltbefore

reversinganddrivingoffwhileBreelookedather...

Bree:Doyouhavealicence?

Bonno:Yes
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Bree:Ok,obadilemang?

Bonno:Gotewajang?

Bree:Koskolong.

Bonno:Whyareyouasking?

Bree:I'm justasking.

Bonno:Idon'tfeelcomfortablewithyourquestions.

Bree:Olebegaoipoleletsegore...

Bonnolookedatherthenshekeptdriving...

AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAmanesatinfrontofthe

dressingtableinhergownandbegunhermakeup.

ShegotdressedanddialedJune...

June:(sleepy)Hello
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Amane:Hi...Didiwakeyou?

June:Um...it'sfine...Jesus,whattimeisit?..

Amane:(laughed)Youmusthavehadalongnight..

June:Yeah,Kanakoiskindofrough...

Amane:Heisstillonthemouth?

June:No,hemovedtothekuku,eishwaeharasa

goremma..

Amane:Isheconnectedtoyouemotionallymme?

June:Whenwearenothavingsexheisfine,butwe

hardlymakelove...Hefucksme.

Amane:Eish,waitsekemathata...Maybeyoushould

suggestcounselling.

June:Heisgettingcounsellingandheseemsfine

withme...Everythingseemsfineexceptthesexis

rough...

Amane:Sorry...Willyoustillmanagetoaccompany

metohighcourt?

June:Yeah,don'tworryI'm good.Ijustdozedoff

rightafterheleftforhismorningshift.
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Amane:OK,lastnightididsomethingcrazy..Bree

andikissedandwethrewhintsofathreesomebut

Batsilerefused...(laughedblushing)Hecompletely

refusedandtoldmeiwouldn'thandleit.

June:(laughed)Heisright..Oweak..

Amane:(laughed)Yeah,soiwantedtosaygood

morning...Jaanongkeatshaba.

June:(laughed)Youknowit'snevertoolateto

withdrawthisdivorceright?

Amane:Heistheonewhofiledfordivorce

June:Becauseofyou...Justtalktohim,menare

quicktounderstandhints..Callhim andthankhim

forlastnightthen.

Amane:Ok,bye

ShehungupanddialedBatsile...

Batsile:(sleepy)Hello?

Amane:Hi...Goodmorning
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Batsile:Morning..

Therewassilence...

Amane:Ijustwantedtosaygoodmorning.

Batsile:Ok.

Therewasanothersilence...

Amane:Bye

Batsile:Bye

Shehungupandsighed...

AtBatsile'sHouse...

Bonnowalkedbackinthehouseandputdownthe



Iam

carkeys,thehousewastoosilentandshejustknew

theywentbacktosleep.

Bonno:Chase!?Ketilegoleshapa!

Chasejumpedfrom thebedandfixeditthenhe

grabbedhishisTshirtasthedooropened..

Bonno:Didyousleep?

Chase:No,Iwaitingforthegeysertowarm the

water

Bonno:Thegeyserwasonlastnight,thwwateris

stillhot.Agothapa!

Chase:Ok..

Bonno:Losika?Getup...

ShewokeLosikaashewalkedouttothetoiletthen

shewalkedinthegirlsroom whereDiamondwas
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standingbeforethemirrorallcleanedupandwell

dressedinherschooluniform asshesprayedher

hair...

Bonno:Morning...

Diamond:Morning...BodaddyleboChaserefused

towakeup.OnlyLeleandIbathed..

Bonno:Baobonebaaborakana...

SheknockedonBatsile'sdoorthenhejumpedoff

thebedandwalkedinthemasterbedroom shower

asshewalkedin.

Batsile:(inthebathroom)I'm bathing!

Sheshookherheadandmadehisbed,shepicked

hisvestandallthedirtylaundrybeforewalkingout...
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Sheputtheclothesinthewashingmachineandgot

thechildrenreadybeforetheyallsatonthedining

tableforbreakfastasBatsilewalkedinwithtwo

shirts..

Batsile:Whichonegoeswiththispants..

Chase:Thegreenone

Diamond:Theblueonegoeswithnavybluepants

Batsile:Gakebotselona,leitseengkafashion

Bonno:(laughed)Theblueonelooksnice...Idon't

likethatgreenshirt...

Batsile:Ok,blueitis..I'vedecidedI'llflysoyoucan

usethecartocollectthekids.Basiwillbebusy

today.

Bonno:Ok,noproblem.Isn'tflyingexpensive?

Batsile:Notreally,localisn'texpensiveatall..wejust

allhavetheimpressionthatit'sexpensivebutit'snot.
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Bonno:Ok,I'veneverbeenonaplanebefore.

Chase:Iwanttoflytoo

Batsile:Ifthebusinessmakesenoughprofitthis

Decemberwewillflysomewherearoundthecountry.

All:Yes!!

Bonno:

Bonnocollectedtheplatesandwalkedinthekitchen

whilethechildrenpickedtheirbagsandwalkedto

thecar.

AtBree'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningBreezippedherbagandlooked

atthetimeasherphonerang..

Bree:Hello?

Man:Hi,willigetthecartoday?
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Bree:Hi,son'sunclewilltalktoyou.Hewillbe

handlingeverythingbecauseI'm leaving.You'llpay

him thenhewillsendmethemoney.

Man:Ok,givehim mynumber.Ihopehedoesn'tsell

thecartoanyoneelse.

Bree:Hewon't.Bye

ShehungupanddialedLeruo...

Leruo:Hello

Bree:Hi,okoofisingakere?

Leruo:Yeah,why?

Bree:Canyoutakemetotheairport?

Leruo:(smiled)Wayakaobatagomponahela

Bree:(laughed)Leruowee?Ijaa

Leruo:Ican'ttakeyoutotheairport,ialmostgotin

troublelastnight.

Bree:Don'tbeababy,Amandaomontungoamusa
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ngwanawagago,comehere...I'llgiveyouakiss

maybeevenaquickieinthetoilets.Iknowit'sbeen

overmonthswithoutsex..Oshiisaengoimelwake

nopa?Takwanokegotseemohago..

Leruo:(laughed)Doyoueverlistentothewords

comingoutofyourmouthattimes?

Bree:(laughed)I'm playingbutseriouslycometake

metotheairporttherra.

Leruo:(sighed)Alright,I'm coming.

Shehungupandsighedtakingherbagout...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

MeanwhileLeruo'smotherfinishedbathingthebaby

whileAmandaputonhershoesandstoodup...

Leruo'smother:Doyouthinkyou'rereadytobeon

yourown?
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Amanda:Yes,plusI'llgetananny.Iwanttogetback

totheofficeandstartworking.Thehousemakesme

lookolder

Her:(laughed)Nnyaammayoulookveryveryfresh

likeanursingmother.Thisbabyfatwillbegone

soon.

Amanda:I'm juststressedaboutthestretchmarks

onmystomachandonmyarms.Ican'tevenwear

stringtopscomfortablybecauseofthestretch

marksaroundmyarmpits.

Her:Keepusingthetissueoil...

Shegotthebagandpickedthecarkeys..

Amanda:Mmekeyegorekadidiapertsagagwe.

Her:Ok..

Shesteppedoutanddroveoff...
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Attheairport...

LateronBatsilewalkedintheairportandqueuedto

checkinonalongqueue,herecognisedThata

asleepoversomelady'sshoulderthenhewalked

overandsmiled..

Batsile:Hi..

Theladyturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Her:Hi..

Batsile:Thisismyson,whereisthemother?

Her:Shewenttothetoilets.I'm justqueueingforher

Batsile:Youlookfamiliar,doiknowyou?

Her:Iam Leruo'sassistantyoucametotheoffice

twice.

Batsile:Interesting,whereisLeruo?
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Her:Um....Heisattheoffice.

Batsile:(lookinginhereyes)Really?

Her:(swallowed)Yes

Batsile:Idon'tbelieveyou..

Her:It'sthetruth.

Batsile:Ok

Hesteppedbackandlookedatthedirectionofthe

toiletsbeforeopeninghisbusinessbookand

reading.

MeanwhileoutsidetheairportAmandadrovepast

theparkinglotandcaughtaglimpseofLeruo's

numberplatethenshesloweddown.Shedialedhim

andparkednexttohiscar...

Leruo:Hello?

Amanda:Hey,I'm abouttogetintheoffice..Areyou
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in?

Leruo:No,I'm out.

Amanda:Ok,okae?

Leruo:Inameetingsomewhere,doyouneed

something?

Amanda:Ijustwanttoshowyousomething

Leruo:Can'titwait?

Amanda:Nope

Leruo:Ihavetogo.I'm inameeting.I'llcallyou.

Hecutthecallthenshesteppedoutandclosedthe

door.Thisisallthatsheneeded...Nowsheknew

shewasn'tcrazy...ImeanBreewasgoingto

Netherlands...Heprobablycameforthelastround

orwhatever.Afterthisshewasdone...Shewasnot

abouttospendtherestofherlifeunderanother

woman'sshadowagain...

Herheartpoundedasshewalkedintheairportand
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lookedateveryoneonthequeuethenshe

recognisedhisPAcarryingThata,shewalkedover

asherheartraterose.

Amanda:Hi...Whereishismom?

ThePAturnedaroundandlookedatAmanda,her

eyespoppedasshebreathedheavilylookingaround.

PA:Sheaskedmetowaithere..

Amanda:WhereisLeruo?

PA:Um...Idon'tknow

Amanda:Whobroughtthesepeoplehere?

PA:I'm notsupposedtoanswersomuchaboutmy

boss.Pleasecallhim.Sorry.

AmandaturnedandnoticedBatsilestandingby

readingThinkAndGrowRichthenshewalkedover
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tohim.

Amanda:Hi

Batsileturnedlookingatherandclosedhisbook,

justbehindAmandaLeruowalkeddownstairsand

quicklyoutthebuildingasBatsilelookedathim then

heshiftedhiseyestoAmanda'slongface.Guilt

struckhim ashewatchedLeruododgebetweenthe

crowd.

Amanda:HaveyouseenLeruo?

*

*

*

*

*
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AttheAirport...

Batsilelookedinhereyesreluctantly..

Batsile:Ididn'tseehim..

Helookedatherasshelookedaround,wasn'titjust

awkwardhowwomenalwaysfeltitwhenyou're

doingsomethingandyettheystillhopeforthe

opposite.He'dhopedthisguywouldmendherheart

butherehewas...

Batsile:AreyouOK?

Amanda:(fakedasmile)Yeah..

Batsile:Ok.
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Amanda:Whereareyougoing?

Batsile:Ftown,ourdivorcecaseisthere

Amanda:OhyeahkanathehighcourtinMaunisnot

yetopen.

Batsile:Yeah.

Amanda:Sorryforthedivorce.

Batsile:It'sOK...Youlookbeautiful,Atsileismaking

youglow..

Amanda:(laughed)Waii,ilostmybody.

Batsile:Ithinkyoulookbeautiful...Butifyoudon't

likethewayyoulookthenregisterintoagym.That

willoccupyyourmindwithsomethinglessstressful.

Amanda:True.Haveasafeflight.

Batsile:Thanks..

SheturnedaroundandwalkedbacktothePAwhile

shestoodinthelinereadingatextmessage.
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Amanda:Whocamewithhiscar?

PA:Idid,ma'am pleasecallhim andtalktohim.

You'reputtingmeinadifficultpositiontodiscuss

mybossbehindhisback.

BreewalkedoverandgotthebabyasAmandastood

bylookingather...

PA:Bye.

Bree:Bye

ThePAturnedaroundandwalkedoutasAmanda

lookedatBree...

Amanda:Whatmakesmarriedmensoattractiveto

you?Ijustdon'tunderstandwhatyourobsessionis

withmarriedmen.

Bree:Thefactthattheygetlousysexfrom their

wivesmakesthem easytargets...Showmeonewife
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whoisn'talwaystootired,toosickorjustdoesn'tdo

crazythingsduringsexbecause"sherespects

herselfasawife"yallhusbandsaredepressed

becausetheyworksohardforyouandcomehome

toyourgrumpyfaces...Mostofthem ibilethelast

timetheysawagstringwaswhenyouwere

girlfriends....(shrugged)I'm justansweringgenerally

notthatisleptwithyourhusband.

Amanda:Onedayyou'llgrowupandyou'llremember

thiswordswhenagirlyouragesayssomethinglike

thisaboutyourhusband.

Bree:Ijustwon'tbethetypeofawifethatconfronts

anotherwomanaboutmyhusband'sbehaviour.I'm

waytooconfidentthanthat...Gapennakooreke

irresistibleleblamerbannabalona...Gagonamonna

okemmatilengabeankgana...Yesakaganagana

butifkemoiketelahelasenteandwaitforyallto

arguewagoboaatagonja.Onemorethingyoucan't

compareyourselftome...I'm toobeautifultobe

cheated,that'sifieverdecidedtosettledown.Asof

nowI'm makingacollectionofmarriedmen's

children...AndI'm notjustsleepingwithbroke
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marriedmen...I'm pickingtheseedsofbrilliant

loadedmenwhoaredirectorsoftheirown

companies.WhenI'm donecollectingthem their

daddieswilleachpaydearly,accountyamemonth

endtabeetalahelajaanammekesabereke.Ican't

workwhenI'm beautiful.(smiled)Isthereanything

else?Ihaveaflighttocatchandanewlifetolook

forwardto.

Amanda:You'reaverysadhumanbeing

Bree:I'm nottheonechasingherhusbandinan

airportbecauseithinkheissleepingwithsomeone.

Don'tyoutrustyourself?Doiintimidateyou?

Amandasmiledindisbeliefandturnedaround

walkingout.ShewalkedpastBatsileandclosedhis

book,heturnedaroundsmilingandlaughed.

Batsile:Bye

HeturnedlookingatBreeandsighedturningbackto
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hisbook.Lifewouldbeabreathoffreshairwithout

thisnutcase.Itwasstillhardtobelieveheactually

thoughtthiswasallworthit...

Intheshop...

LateronAmandawalkedoutoftheshopwiththe

plasticsandputthem intheboot.Herphonerang...

Amanda:Hello?

Leruo:Heybabe

Amanda:Don'tbabemeiknowwhatyoudid.

Leruo:Whatdidido?

Amanda:Isawyourcarattheairport

Leruo:MyPAsaysshemetBreeonthewayand

gaveheraride.IsentmyPAtogetmesomethingto

eat

Amanda:Doyouhonestlyexpectmetobelievethat
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bullcrap

Leruo:Becauseitsthetruth,youknowmyPAgets

mylunch.What'sthebigdeal?

Amanda:I'm stupidakereLeruo?Don'tcomebackto

thishouseobatagontwaelakeabona.

Leruo:Youknowyou'rebeingunreasonable,you

didn'tcatchmenakedwithBree.Ididn'tdoanything

withthatgirl

Amanda:Soit'slikethat?

Leruo:Likewhat?Ididn'tsleepwithBree

Amanda:Thisgirlareocollectadisperm tsalona

wagocasherkalona,I'm tryingtohelpyou.Lyingto

mewon'tdoyouanygood.

Leruo:Arengene?

Amanda:Wenawareng?

Leruo:Ididn'tdoanythingwithher

Amanda:Soyouwereattheairport?

Leruo:No,ijustwalkedoutofthemeeting.Why

can'tyoubelieveme?Isitsohardtobelieveican't
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cheat?Doyouknowthatpeoplewhocheatalways

accuseothersofcheating?Notlongagowehada

Tshepoissue...Istillgetsleeplessnightsthinking

aboutwhatyoudid...Nottomentionhaving

unprotectedsexwithhim.Asifthat'snotenoughi

getaccusedofcheatingeverynowandthen.Am i

wrongtoactlikeyou'venevercheated?I'venever

mentionedTshepountilnowbecauseifeellike

you'retakingthistoofar.

Amandagotinthecarandsatdownsighing...

Amanda:(sighed)Ijustwantthetruth...IknowI'm

notcrazy.

Leruo:(calmly)Whereareyou?

Amanda:Atthemall,intheparkinglot.

Leruo:I'm comingover...

Amanda:Noitsfine,don'tworryaboutit.I'm sorry

foraccusingyou.

Leruo:No,I'm comingover.
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Amanda:Ok..

Shehungupandsighedholdingthesteeringwheel

withbothhands.Minuteslaterheknockedonthe

window,sheunlockedthenheopenedthedoor.

Shesteppedoutthenhehuggedherandkissedher...

Leruo:Ididn'twanttomentionTshepo...Idon't

forgiveandkeepmentioningthepast...Ijustwanted

youtoseesomething...I'm notgoingtohurtyou...

Helookedinhereyesandleanedoverkissingher

beforehuggingher...

Leruo:Iloveyou

Amanda:Iloveyoutoo...
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InF/town...

LateronBatsilecheckedintothehotelandgotthe

housekeythenhewalkedtowardstheroom video

callingBonno...

Shepickedstandinginthekitchenwithakitchen

clothoverhershoulder...

Bonno:Hello

Batsile:Hi,wherearethekids?

Bonno:(laughed)It'sstillmorning,theyhaven't

knockedoff.I'm homealonepreparingtheirlunch.

Batsile:Ohok,ihaven'tcheckedthetime.

Heunlockedthedoorandwalkedinthenheleaned

thephoneagainstthepillowandpulledouthis

Tshirt...
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Batsile:Luuhasascratchonhisknee,didyounotice?

Bonno:Yeah,iputanointmentonit.Whathappened?

Batsile:Hewaslearningtoskate..

Bonno:(choppingtheveggies)Ok,

Batsile:Letmebathandstartworking,illcallyou

guyslater.

Bonno:Bye

Hehungupandtookoffhispantsthenhewalkedin

theshower.

Atthereception...

HourslaterAmaneandJuneunknowinglychecked

inthehotelandgottheirkeythentheywalked

towardstheroom talkingtothephone....
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Summer:Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyit'ssoeasyto

getmarriedbutwhenyoudivorceitbecomesabig

casethatendsupinhighcourts.Whycan'twe

divorceattheDCofficeorthemagistrateCourt.

June:That'swhyyouneededucation,it'snecessary

tounderstandthebasics

Summer:(laughed)Ketagoboxerwenaosenang

mmala

June:(laughed)howarethekids?

Diva:They'redoinggood..

Theystoppedbythedoorandunlocked,thedoor

nexttothem openedthenBatsilesteppedout.Him

andAmanelockedeyesforasecondwhileJune

unlockedthedoor.

Batsile:Hey

Amane:Hi

Batsile:I'm goingtograbsomethingtoeat,wantto
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tagalong?

Amane:Sure

ShehandedJuneherbagandturnedaroundwalking

alongBatsile.

Batsile:Iwantyoutolistentothissongeventonight.

Amane:Ok?

Batsile:LewisCapaldi,itscalledBeforeyougo.

Hetookouthisphoneandplayedthesongasthey

heldhandswalkingalongthepathwaysurrounded

bygardenlightspassingthegarden.

Amanelookeddownsadlyasthesongplayed,she'd

neverconnectedtoasongthewayshedidtothis

songandwithhishandholdinghersitfeltlikehe

wastalkingtoher.
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So,beforeyougo

WastheresomethingIcould'vesaid

Tomakeyourheartbeatbetter?

IfonlyI'dhaveknownyouhadastorm toweather

So,beforeyougo

WastheresomethingIcould'vesaid

Tomakeitallstophurting?

Itkillsmehowyourmindcanmakeyoufeelso

worthless

So,beforeyougo

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehotel...

Amaneslowlywalkedbesideshim asheheldher

handwiththesongplaying.Shelookeddownathis

handandhestillhadhisring.Henevertookitoff

sincethedaysheputittheremanyyearsago.She

slidherthumbbetweenherfingersfeelingwhere

hersusedtobe...She'dneverfeltsonakedlikethis

beforewithoutherring...

Thesongendedthenheputthephonebackinhis

pocket,theyturnedtotheothersidejuststrolling

aroundthehotelandstoppedontheedgeofalittle

pondwhereheleanedoverstaringattheducks

floatingonthewater...
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Shelookedathim from theside...Hubby'shead

lookedsohandsomewiththisshadehaircut,itwas

ChaseandLu'sheadtoo.Themanwhosacrificed

hisrichesforherhealth.Lookingathim ashequietly

staredatthewatershewonderedwhatwasgoing

throughhishead...

Amane:Caniaskyousomething?

Heturnedandlookedather...

Amane:Caniputmyringbackon?Didyouleaveit

backinMaun?

Hereachedinhispocketandhandedittoherthen

heturnedbacklookingatthewater.Sheslowlyputit

onherfingerandsighed...

Amane:Whatareyouthinking?
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Batsile:Ihaven'tbeensingleforages...Iwonderhow

itfeelslike...IfeellikeifailedmychildrenbutI'm

happyyou'llfinallybefreefrom me.You'llbewith

someonewhowillmakeyouhappyandtreatyou

betterthanidid.

Amanelookeddownandsighed...

Amane:Ifeellikeijudgedyouharshly...it'snotfairto

sayonemistakecancelsallthegoodonedidinthe

past.Infactevenincourtthefactthatsomeoneisa

firsttimeoffenderhelpsthem getalesserpunishm-

Hisphonerangthenshepausedashetookitout

andclickedonthevideocall..

Batsile:(smiled)Hi...

Bonno:Hey...IforgotI'llbesleepingover.Ididn't

comewithextraclothessoI'm wonderingifishould

gohome...BythewayI'm onmywaytopickthekids
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from school.

Batsile:Elegorewhatdoyouneed?

Bonno:JustachangingTshirtledipyjama.

Batsile:(laughed)WearmyTshirt

Bonno:Isthatagoodidea?

Batsile:Yeah,idon'twantthechildrentogooutof

route.

Bonno:Ok,I'llgettheNiket-shirt

Batsile:Ok...

Amanestoodbylookingathim ashesmiled

watchingthevideoofherparkingthecarthenthe

childrengotin...

Bonno:(tothekids)Takethephoneandtalkto

daddy.

Batsilehandedherthephonethenshesmiledand
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wavedatthechildren...

Amane:Hi

Chase:Himama,howareyou?

Amane:I'm good,howareyou?

All:Wearegood

Chase:Canitalktodaddy?

Batsile:Surebigguy,what'sup?

Chase:AuntieandiaregoingtoplayPlayStation

withoutyou

Batsile:(laughed)Goeasyonauntieyouknowsheis

agirl

Bonno:(laughed)Heydon'tsaythatbecauseibeat

yousobadlasttimeyoucouldn'tgotothenext

level...

AmanesighedstandingbyasheandBonnochatted

thenshegrabbedthephonefrom him andhungup
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beforekissinghim.Heclosedhiseyesandkissed

herbackthenhepickedherupandcarriedhertohis

room.

Heclosedthedoorandlayheronthebedthenhe

leanedoverkissingherlayingbetweenherlegs,

knowingMogogiprobablykissedherallnightmade

itpossibletosmellhisbreathonherashekissed

her.Hestoppedkissingherlipsandmovedtoher

neckashereachedinherpanties,Mogogiprobably

gotontopofherexactlylikethisandenjoyedevery

bitofher.

Shewassowethisfingerslippedbetweenherflesh

folds...OrwasitMogogi'scum?Shehadhertubes

tiedsoitwasprobablyhiscum..Fuck!Hepausedas

hisstomachcontentsliftedtohisthroatthenhegot

offherandraninthebathroom wherehethrewupin

thetoilet...

Amanegotupandstoodbythedoor...
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Amane:AreyouOK?

Shestoodtherelisteningasheflushedthetoiletand

washedhishandsandfaceoverthebasin.

Batsile:Yeah,I'm fine.

Heopenedthedoorandsteppedoutasshelooked

athim.

Batsile:I'm notfeelingwell,ithinkineedtogetsome

sleep.

Amane:Areyouok?

Batsile:Yeah,youcango.I'lltalktoyoulater.

Amane:Ok

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutthenheclosed
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thedoorandsatonthebedburyinghisface

betweenhishandsashisheartshuttered.Hepulled

theTshirtoverhiseyesrubbinghistearsashesat

ontheedgeofthebedthewholenight....

*

*

*

*

*
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InBasi'soffice...

ThenextmorningBasitookoffhissuitjacketand

hungitoverthechairashetalkedtohisyoungest

brother...

Basi:Butyou'refineright?

Kanako:Yeah,istoppedgoingforcounsellinglast

week.I'm good.

Basi:SummersaysJunetoldheryou'retooroughon

her

Kanako:Ithasnothingtodowithhercheating,I'm

overthat.Ijustlikedoingitwithoutholdingback.I

thinkI'm havingsexwithherknowingthatwhen

otherguysgetanopportunitytofuckthydoso

withoutcaresowhyshouldireserveher?I'm just
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enjoyingeverybitofher.Whyabuabualebo

Summerasabuelenna?

Basi:(laughed)Waagotshabasheiswalkingon

eggshells.Sheprobablythinksyou'llcheatback

Kanako:Nah,I'm notplanningtodothat.Iforgave

herbecauseicanseesheregrets...andikindoffeel

ishouldhaveexploredmoreaboutsexsoshe

wouldn'tfeelsoembarrassedtotellmeeverything.

Reshapomme,I'lltalktoherandtellheristilllove

herandcareijustwon'tholdbackduringsex.Let

meconnectBame

Basi:Sure

Bame:Yeah

Basi:Exeh...BeentryingtocallBatman.

Kanako:Oletsealelabosigolaiteame

Bame:IhopeheisOK,hetoldmeit'sverydifficult.

Maybeweshouldhaveaccompaniedhim.

Basi:No,lethim spendtimealonesoitcansinkin.It

willbeeasiertogetover..

Kanako:I'm connectinghim
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Both:Ok...

Batsile:(lowvoice)Hello?

Basi:Bait,what'sup?

Batsile:I'm abouttogetincourt.Ican'tbelieveI'm

doingthistomychildren.Ifailedasafather...Kana

distepmotherdon'tlikekids.Iwantmychildrento

livebetterthanilived.

Basi:Butit'sforthebest,Amaneishurtyesbut

you'rehurtingyourselftoo...

Bame:Ican'timaginebeingpushedawaybefore

cumming...No,diradivorcebeforeyoucheatoutof

desperation.You'reabusingyourselfnowbyholding

onwhenit'sover.

Kanako:WhatI'velearntisthattimetrulyheals...

Therewasapointifeltlikethrowingupbutnowi

feeldifferent.I'm overthatfatguy,yesithurtsbut

notasmuch...Iknowhetooknothingfrom her.Its

evenbettertheyusedacondom andshebathedhis

tracessowearegood...IthinknowthatBreeand

ThataleftthecountryAmaneandyouweregoingto

healfaster
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Batsile:ShesleptwithMogogi,theguycametomy

houseandtookherrightinfrontofme.

Basi:Ethatagonehoosinceshemovedon.

Anywaysitsalearningcurve,sowhat'sthe

agreementwiththechildren?

Batsile:Wethoughtitwouldbebetteriftheystayed

withmebecausesheknocksoffat10pm thenba

balancerdilososhearriveshomearound11pm buti

comehomearound3pm plusicanworkfrom home

ifneedbeing.Gapethechildrendon'tlikehermaid

asmuchastheylikeBonno.

Basi:OKatleastit'snotanastydivorce

Batsile:Yeah...I'llupdateyouwhenthecourtisover.

Hehungupandsatdown..

AtAmanda'sOffice...

Amandawalkedinherofficeandsatdownasher
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phonerang...

Amanda:Hello?

Voice:Hi,you'retalkingtoMartin.Iam ajournalist

fortheonlinenewspaper.Informationreachingour

officeisthatBatsileandAmanearedivorcing

becauseofinfidelity...Apparentlyhehasachildwith

anotherwomanandshehasbeenseeingacertain

SSGofficer,howtrueisit?

Amanda:Ididn'tknowhehasachildwithanyone

otherthanmysister...Orthatsheisseeingsomeone.

Pleasecallmysistertoconfirm it.

Voice:Wewillbutisitalsotruethatshemight

possiblybeleavingbecauseheisbrokeandsheis

makingmoremoneythanhim?

Amanda:(laughed)Restaurantmakingmoremoney

thanacampsite?Wellpleasecallthem.Ireallydon't

knowwhatyou'retalkingabout.I'm cuttingyouoff,

don'tcallmeagainorI'llsueyouforharassment.
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ShecutthecallanddialedAmane...

Amane:Hi

Amanda:Hi,ajournalistjustcalledmeaskingfunny

questionsaboutBreeandyourdivorce.

Amane:Iblockedthem.Baalapisa

Amanda:IrecordedBreesayingsomething

interesting.IfitwaspossibleI'dtellyoutoforgive

Batsileandworkonyourmarriagebecausethislittle

girlismorebrilliantthanyouknow.

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?

Amanda:I'llsendyoutheaudionow,Batsilekeone

oftheguyssheistaggerting...itshwareleBatsile.

Amane:Mathatait'slate.

Amanda:Batsilelovesyouevenifyoutellhim you

forgivehim nowhewilldropthewholething.Letme

sendtheaudio.

Amane:Thanksalot.Bye
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Shehungupandsenttheairportrecordedaudio...

Inhighcourt...

LaterthatmorningBatsilestoodincourtfacingthe

judgeashespoke,havingtolayavalidreasonfor

thedivorcetobegrantedwithoutactuallylayingtheir

dirtylaundryinpublicwasn'tsoeasyespeciallywith

twoonlinenewspaperjournalistsittinginthegallery.

Hewasn'tabouttofeedthem withinformationthey

sobadlywanted...HiseyesmetAmaneashespoke

anditwasstillhardtobelievehewasabouttolose

herforever...Itallstartedfrom thefarm andmoved

totheoneroom withadream ofthesuburbwhere

theyneverevenlastedbecauseofthedamnkidney

disease...Atsomepointallhewantedwasforherto

justbefineandnowshewas....wasitsohardforher

tojustforgivesotheycouldtrythis...Whychooseto

spendanightwithanothermanbeforethefinal

divorce?Hecouldn'teveneatnorlookatanother

womanbutshecouldsmileandcelebrateher
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successwithMogogi...

Batsile:Andwerequestthatourdivorcebegranted

onthegroundsthatmywifeandihavelivedapart

forover2yearsandthuswedonotfeelthis

marriagewilleverwork.Thankyou.

Hetookaseatandsighedrestinghischinoverhis

fistsasthecourtproceeded.Thejournalistssighed

disappointedlyleaningbackthentherespondent

tookthestand...

Judge:Howdoyourespond?

Amane'sheartpoundedasshestoodincourt,she

lookedinBatsile'sreddisheyesandswallowed...

Bree'swordsechoedinherhead...Howchildish

couldmenbe..Butthenhowdidsheevengethere?

Hergrandmotherwasright...Shedidn'twantthis...

Thiswasthemanthatlosteverythingforherlife...
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Hechangedherdiapers,hercatheters,shavedher

vaginasandappliedlipbalm onherdrylips...He

camehomeeverynight...He'dlovedhermorethan

herownmothercouldandyeshemadeamistake...

Heapologisedandwasneverprideful...Did

everythinghecouldsoshecouldbecomfortable...

Wouldsheevermeetanyonewhowouldloveherlike

thatthough?Wouldshestandseeinganother

womangetthatfrom him...Thiswasherlove,the

manwhogaveherhandsomeboysandprettygirls...

Amanwhochangedherdiapers,amanwho

changedhercatheters,amanwhotravelledhalfway

acrosstheworldtogetheracure,amanwholost

millionstogetherakidneyfrom astranger.Aman

whosebrothersworkedtogethertobringhiswife

home.Wherewastheangerthatmadeherpushhim

offherwhenhedesperatelywantedtomakeloveto

herbecausenowshejustwantedtowalkacrossthe

courtroom andkisshim.Howisitsopossiblefor

angertojustdisappearandleavesomuchlove...

Judge:Ma'am?
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Amane:Iconfirm thepleayourhonour.

Judge:Thankyou..

Amanetookaseatasthecourtproceeded.The

judgepickedtheiragreementformsandwent

throughthem beforerenderingthefinaljudgment..

Batsileheldhisbreath,hewasn'tevensurewhybut

itwouldbeinterestingifthejudgedismissedtheir

divorceandorderedcounsellingorsomething...

Maybethenhiswifewouldactuallyforgivehim.

Amane'sheartskippedasthejudgeturnedthepage,

itwouldbeablessingifthisdivorcewasdismissed...

Judge:Havingheardthepartiesitisorderedas

follows:

1.Divorcenisiforisherebygranted.

2.Thesettlementagreementismadeanorderof
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court

3.Custodyofthechildrenisgiventotheplaintiff

BatsileMotsumi.

4.Thedefendantshallhavereasonableaccessto

thechildrenwhichshallbeaffordedtoheron

alternativeweekendsoralternateschoolholidays.

3.Thedefendantshallpaymonthlymaintenanceof

P1000.

4.Thepropertiesshallbedividedasfollows.(i)The

plaintiffshallkeepthecampsiteandthecarinhis

nameand(ii)thedefendantkeepstherestaurant

andhercar.(closedthefile)Nextcase!

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehotel...

TherewassilenceinthecarasJunedrovethecar

whilstthenewlydivorcedsatinthebackeach

pressingtheirphones...

Batsileclickedonthebrotherhoodgroupandtyped..

Batsile:It'sdone.Sheisgone.

Basi:Sorrybuddy,you'llbeOK.I'm veryproudofyou

fornotharassingherorevenfightingMogogi.The

wayiknowyouyouwouldhavecastratedhim but

youthoughtaboutyourchildrenandnot

traumatisingthem.I'm veryproudofyou.

Kanako:Ifitgetstoopainfulit'soktoseek

counselling.Igotcounsellingandithelpedme.
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Bame:Butthenyouknowthefastestwaytogetover

anotherpussyistodeepintoanother.Dikukudi

dintsimista...Yeahherswillalwaysbespecial

becauseitgaveyouchildrenbutkukuaejewe

laiteaka.

Basi:Iswearsometimesyoutalklikeyou'rethe

youngest,thisidiotmadeababyafterhavingsex

undercircumstanceslikethis.

Bame:Nahthisisdifferentbigbro.Theguyissingle

andowesnooneanything.Ifiwashim I'dstartwith

athreesome.Keiphokotsastress...

Kanako: Ihavetosaythisbuthehasapoint.

AmanemaSSGbamotsere....Didyouevenknow

thatduringlunchtimeadefenderfullofSSGofficers

stopsthereandtheyeat?

Basi:Becausethey'rehercustomers

Kanako: Bailosapotagirlfriendyasquad

member...AndiheardSSGguysfuckapussytwice

anight...Beforereportingfordutyontheirpatroland

anytimetheyfallasleepduringpatrol.Defenderya

phekakonteabebamoemelaagojaaboa.
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Batsile: Guyspleasestop

Basi:Sorryboy,you'llbefine.

Batsile:Nowthatthedivorceisfinalifeellikemy

childrenaregoingtolosetouchwiththeirmotherfor

good.LatelyAmanehasbeenknockingofflateto

finaliseherrestaurantthingsandtherestaurantis

nowopenwhichmeansshewillspendmoretime

therethanwiththechildren.Eversinceshestarted

workingontherestaurantshelostconnectionwith

thechildren.I'm alwayswiththechildren.Notthat

I'm complainingbutevenwhenshegetsamaid.The

maidisn'tfriendlywiththechildrenbecauseshe

knowssheisbossallday.Idon'twanttobea

difficultbabydaddybutthiswholethingisgoingto

destroyme.Igrewupwithoutmymotherandiwant

mychildrentohaveamothernotamaid.

Basi:Theproblem withyouandAmaneisandwill

alwaysbecommunication.Can'tyoutellherto

spendtimewiththechildren?

Batsile:Soshecantellmeshehastoworkand

makemoney?Ialsofeellikesheisstrainingher
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bodyandshemightgetaninfectionespeciallywith

herdrinkingandworkingtirelessly.

Kanako:Butiunderstandhersituation.Amaneisa

chef,evenifshewasworkinginahotelshewasstill

notgoingtospendtimewithherkids.Juneisn'tlike

othermothersbecausesheneverspendstimewith

ourson...Ialsodon'tgettospendtimewithhim.He

isbeingraisedbyamaidbecausewearebothbusy.

That'swhywecan'tevenhavea2ndchild.That'sthe

onlychildwearegoingtohavebecauseit'shard...It

wouldbeeasyifimarriedsomeonewhoisn'ta

doctor,nowiunderstandwhydoctorsandnurses

don'tlikemarryinginthesamefield.Youcan'tall

shiftatnight,whoremainswiththekids.Ourson

hasbehaviouralproblems,helacksalotbecauseof

ourjobs.IunderstandAmane'ssituation...Itwas

betterwiththecaravanbuttherestaurantisanother

story.

Basi:Can'tyouaskAmanetoatleasttakeweekends

offsothechildrendon'tgotoherhouseandspend

thewholedaywithhermaid?

Batsile:Shewilltellmeshehastowork.Idon'twant
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afight.I'm alreadygoingthroughthedivorcestress.

Amanecanberudeifyoukeeppushingher.

Basi:Sheisyourbabymamayoumustfindwaysto

getyourchildrenwhat'srightfullytheirs..

Batsile:Easiersaid.

MeanwhileAmaneleanedontheothersideofcar

pressingherphone..

Diva:Howareyoudoing?

Amane: I'm fine,divorceisverytraumatising.I

needabeerbutialsowanttostopdrinkingbecause

thedoctorsaysifikeepgoingI'llinvite

complications.

Diva:I'm alsoagainstthedrinking.Justtakethat

painlikeabiggirl.

Amane:Ok.

MinuteslaterJuneparkedthecar,theyallgotout
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thenheclosedthedoorandsighed.

Batsile:Thanksfortheride.I'm checkingout

June:Wearealsocheckingoutanddrivingbackto

Maun.

Batsile:Drivesafely..

HeleanedoverandhuggedJunethenheturnedand

huggedAmanebrieflybeforeleaningback.

Batsile:Bye

Amane:Bye

Heturnedandwalkedawayastheladiesstoodby

lookingatoneanother,Amane'seyeswelledupthen

Juneleanedoverandhuggedherasshebrokedown

crying.
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AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthateveningJuneparkedthecarandstepped

outthensheunlockedthedoorandswitchedthe

lightsonasAmanewalkedindefeated.

Shefilledthetubthetubforherandwaitedas

Amaneslowlygotinandlayedback..

June:Ihavetogo.Callmeifyouneedanything

Amane:Thanksforeverything.

June:Anytimebabe..

SheturnedaroundandwalkedoutwhileAmanelaid

inthetubthoughtfully.Shesalivatedthinkingabout

thatwhiskybutthenno...Shewasnotgoingtodrink

anymore...Atleastafterthisonetime.Shestepped

outofthetubandwrappedherselfwithatowelthen

shewalkedinthekitchenandfilledaglassthenshe
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gotbackinthetubanddrunkwhilelayinginside.Her

mother'scallcamethroughthenshestaredatitfor

amomentbeforepicking...

Amane:Hello?

Her:You'renotwhoyouthinkyou're,I'm sorry.

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:I'm sorryforkeepingthisforsolong...

*

*

Thenextinsertfollowstonightat11pm.Likeand

leaveacomment.

*

*
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Hermother'scallcamethroughthenshestaredatit

foramomentbeforepicking...

Amane:Hello?

Her:You'renotwhoyouthinkyou're,I'm sorry.

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:I'm sorryforkeepingthisforsolong...

Amane:Keepingwhat?

Her:Canyoucomeoversowecantalk?

Amane:LadyI'm notcomingtoyourhouse.Ifyou

haveanythingtotellmeyou'lltellmewhenyou're

ready.Aslongasyou'reactingupsoicanbegyou

andaskyouquestionsyoucanmissmeonthat.I'm

waypastthatstageofwantingyourlove.

Her:Thetruthisthatyourfatherdidn'trapeme.
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Amane:Trustmeiknowthat,iknewmyfathervery

well..Andhetoldmeeverythingbeforehedied.

Thereisnothingnewyoucansaythatihaven'theard.

Her:Iactuallydated,ididn'tknowhewasanobody.

Hewenttohiscousin'sparty.Wemetandclicked,

thenilaterfoundouthedidn'tevengotoschool.I

wasaUniversitygraduatewaitingtostartmyjob

andallkindsofmenwanted.Ididn'tknowhowto

handlethat...Whenimetyourstepfatheritoldhim i

wasrapedbecauseididn'twanthim tojudgemefor

sleepingwithanobody.Wetriedtoabortbutitwas

toolateinsteadideliveredyoutooearlyandyour

grandmothertookyou.Iam sorryforallthepaini

causedyou.Ithinkaboutyouandyourfatherevery

night..Howgentlehewasandhowembarrassedhe

waswhenhefoundouthehadbeenaccusedofrape.

Ijustthoughtyoumightneedtoknowthatyour

fatherisn'twhoyouthinkheis

Amane:Iknowwhomyfather,whatyoutoldme

doesn'tsurpriseme.Iactuallythoughtyou'dsay

somethingserious.Anywaysthanksforcalling.Bye
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Shecutthecallandsippedtheliquorthenshe

turnedherhandlookingattheringonherfinger.

AtKanako'sHouse...

JunewalkedinthehousewhileKanakoandBlondie

kickedtheballbackandforth.Thebabysmiledand

lookedatherthenheranover,shesmiledand

droppedhertoiletrybagbeforepickinghim up...

June:Hiii...Imissedyou...

Kanakowalkedovertossingtheballbetweenhis

handsandleanedoverkissingher...

Kanako:Howisshe?

June:Sheisfine

Kanako:Comegetyourfood...
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Theywalkedinthekitchenwhereshestoodby

carryingtheirsonlookingatKanakoasheputher

plateinthemicrowaveandwarmeditup.

June:Canitellyousomething?

Kanako:Sure

June:Thankyouforlovingme...Iappreciateyour

presenceinmylife.You'reagoodforgivinghusband,

thankyouformouldingmeintoabetterwife...I'm

stilllearningtobebetterbutyoucanbesureabout

onething.I'llnevercheatonyouandafterseeing

BatsileandAmanetodayiprayweneverreacha

pointwherewecan'tdiscusscertainthings.They

loveeachotherbutforsomereasontheycan'ttalk

aboutthemostuncomfortabletopics.Ihavebeen

afraidtoaskwhyoursexissoroughbutafter

seeingthosetwoiwanttobeboldenoughandask...

Kanakolookedatherforamomentthenheleaned
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overandsoftlykissedher...

Kanako:Simplybecauseiwanttoexploreyou..

Hekissedheragainonthelipsandforehead...

Kanako:Simplybecauseibeenwaytootoo

respectfulinbed,I'm actuallyalittlescrewedup

whenitcomestosex...You'dbesurprisedwhatkind

ofthingsiwanttodotoyoubutiwastoogentle

withyoubasedonyourskin...Butnotanymore.

Bathotogabanjelamosadi..

Theylaughedasheleanedoverkissingher...

Kanako:IloveyouMrsMotsumi...

HeleanedoverforaFrenchkissthenBlondie
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pushedhim awayandblockedhismother'slipsas

theylaughed..

AtAmanda'sHouse...

LaterthatnightAmandaopenedhereyestoLeruo

staringathersittingbythesideofthebed,sheput

herbreastbackinthebraandlookedathim...

Amanda:What'sgoingon?

Leruolookedinhereyesguiltstrikenandsighed

lookingdownbeforelookingbackatheragain..

Leruo:Iam ashamedofmyactionsyesterday..Ihate

thewayItalkedtoyou.

Amanda:Iaccusedyouofcheating.

Leruo:Stillishouldn'thaveevenmentionedTshepo.
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Whenyouforgiveyoudon'tmentionanother

person'smistakelikeyou'reblackmailingthem.I'm

sorry...Gapeifeelguiltybecause...Ipromisedto

loveyoubutislackedbehind..

Heswallowedtearfullyandrubbedhiseyes.

Amanda:Babeareyoucrying?

Shegotoffthebedandsatontheedgebefore

pullinghisheaddownherlap..

Leruo:I'm sorryforhurtingyou..

Amanda:It'sok,honestlyit'snotabigdeal...Ithinki

overreactedtoo..Ishouldn'texpecteveryonetohate

Bree...I'vedecidedtoletitgo.

Leruo:ButI'm gladyougavemethataudiobecausei

didn'tknowthatsideofher,

Amanda:It'sOK,don'tworry..
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Heleanedupandkissedher...

AtBasi'sHouse....

OnthesamenightBasigotbetweenSummer'slittle

thighsholdinghisweaponandblockedherwhileher

littlehandscaressedhishugebody...

Basi:(whispered)Promiseyou'llneverstoprunning

yourmouth,idon'twantustostopcommunicating

evenwhenthetopicisuncomfortable..Ok?

Summer:(moaning)Mmmh

Heslidoutandkissedherthenheslidin...

AtBame'sHouse...
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MeanwhileBamegaveherthelaststrokeandslid

outthenhelaidonhisbackandpulledheroverthe

top...Heputhishandunderneathherandpulledher

downthenshejumpedtwicestrugglingwiththe

strokes.Bametookherhandsandplacedthem over

hischestthenhegrabbedherwaistguidingherbut

shestopped..

Bame:(sighed)Canyoumakeaneffort!

Diva:Ican'tdothis,mythighshurt

Bame:(letgoofher)Thengetoffme!

Shegotoffthenhestoodupandputonhisshorts...

Bame:I'm tiredofdoingallthework,dosomething

forachangeinsteadofjustlayingthere.

Hewalkedinthebathroom andslammedthedoor.
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AtBatsile'sHouse...

OnthesamenightBatsilelaidinbedstaringatthe

nightasthemoonlightreflectedthelinesofthe

windowfoldsoverhiswhitebedding,thiswasthe

mostpainfulfeeling...Missingsomeonesomuchit

hurts...Yourthroathurtingsobadyoucouldjust

scream inpain...Hurtingsobadyoujustwantthe

loveandthepaintostop...

Heliftedhishandinthedarkandlookedathishand,

themoonlightfrom thewindowshinedonhisring

thenheremoveditandgotoffthebed.

Hewalkedinthebathroom andstoodbythetoilet

thenhedroppeditinsideandflashedthetoilet.He

turnedaroundandwalkedintherebedroom where

hegotinbedandsighedtryingtofallasleepuntilhe

fellasleephourslater....
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TWOYEARSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse...

Themaidwalkedinthelivingroom whileOreneile

laidonthecoucheatingchipsandwatchingTV.She

grabbedtheremoteandchangedthechannel...

Oreneile:I'm watchingTV.

Her:Iwanttowatchtheomnibusofthesesoaps

Oreneile:Omnibustakesforever,iwanttowatchmy

cartoons.Iwaswatching

Her:Youcanwatchitduringtheweek

Oreneile:Mydaddoesn'tallowustowatchtoomuch

TVduringtheweek.HesayswecanwatchTVon

weekends

Her:Iwanttowatchthis,goplayoutsidewiththe
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others.

Oreneilewalkedoutsideandtowardsthetreewhere

BameJuniorwasplaitingChase'smohawkwhile

Tshidistoodbyreadingtheblackdieinstructions.

Oreneile:Canyoutalktoauntie?Shechangedthe

channelagain.

Chase:Whatdoyoumean?

Oreneile:shewantstowatchtheomnibusbutit

takesthewholeday.

Chase:BJisfinishingmyhair,canyouplaywithmy

phonewhilewaiting.

Oreneile:I'm missingoutontheshow...

Bamefinishedupandsteppedback.

BJ:It'sdone...Wejusthavetosprayit
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Chase:Ok,I'm coming.

ChaseandOreneilewalkedinthehousewherethe

maidwassittingonthecoucheatingice-cream in

bowl...

Chase:AuntieNeysaysshewaswatchingTVand

youjustchangedthechannelwithoutasking.Doyou

mindchangingitback?

Her:I'm stillwatching

Chase:Shewaswatchingyoutoo,andthisisyour

jobnotyourhousesoyouhavetoactprofessionally.

Her:Professionally?KanteChasedoyouthinkyou're

talkingtooneofyourjuniorschoolmates?Iam an

adultandyouhavetorespectme.Itdoesn'tmatterif

I'm amaid,galenamaitseokanagaleshimiwebana

baskgoa.

Chase:Firstofall,ihavegoodmannersbutidon't

havetoletyougetawaywitheverythingwhenmy

motherisnothome.You'renotgoingtoinsultbo
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nnakeinmypresenceorabsencebecausetheywill

alwaystellmeandIwillconfrontyoubecauseI'm

notafraidofyou.Idon'tcareifyou'reanadultifyou

don'tactlikeoneI'lltellyou.Yesterdayyouwatched

TVthewholedayandthechildrenhadtoplay

outsidebecauseyousaidthey'remakingnoisefor

you.Todayyoudothesame...Wronlycometo

mama'shouseonweekendsandwewanttobefree

anddoaswewantwithoutyoudisturbingus.Idon't

evenlikethetoneyouusegaokgalemelabana,we

haveahelperatmydad'shousebutshedoesn't

insultus.MpheremotengwanaobatagolebellaTV

Her:KareI'm watchingTV.Whyleratago

ngangisanalebagolo?Whereicomefrom children

don'tdothat,don'tletthatfuzzaboveyourlipsmake

youthinkyou'reaman...GaonamatseoChase

Chase:Karempheremotegapeompuisesente..

Hetriedtopicktheremotethenshegrabbedit,

Chaseturnedandslappedheracrosstheface,she

droppedthebowlanditcrushedonthefloorasshe
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coveredherface.Chasegottheremotefrom her

andhandedittoOreneile...

Her:Didyoujustslapme?

Chase:Gaokatswelelaobualennaketsilegogo

betsagape.Kootengotsayagorekeagotshaba.

Shestoodupandbitherliptryingtoslaphim,

AlmostthesameheightasherChasegrabbedher

neckandpushedheronthecouchthenhegoton

topofherandslappedasOreneilescreamedpulling

him off...

Oreneile:Chasestop!Stop!Idon'twanttowatchthe

TVanymore!Shecanhaveit,Iwillsleep!

Oreneiletearfullypulledhim offastheircousinsand

theotherchildrenrushedinthehouse.Amane

walkedinbehindthem holdingthecarkeysand

frownedlookingatChasesittingontopofthemaid...
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Amane:Whatareyoudoing?!

Chasegotoffherandsteppedback,th3maidsatup

andbrokedowncrying...

Oreneile:(shaking)I'm sorrymama...

Amane:Chasewhatareyoudoing?

Chase:Sheismeantous,shemakesusfeellikewe

arevisitors.Shewon'tevenletthechildrenwatch

TV...

Amaneputherarm aroundLeleasshecried...

Amane:Soyoubeatanadult?Chase!

Chase:Becausesheismean!

Amane:Whydidyouevenplaityourhair?Soyou'rea

thug?
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Chase:Weareallowedtoplaintourhairatschool

anddadsaidhedoesn'tmind.

Amane:Imind!Lookatwhatyou'redoing!(turnedto

theothers)Outside!Allofyou,NeytakeLele.

Thechildrenwalkedoutandclosedthedoorleaving

Chasestandingbyandthemaidsittingonthecouch

rubbinghereyes.Amanewalkedinthekitchenand

placedtheplasticoverthecounterthenshepickeda

bottleofReddsandwalkedoutpoppingthelid...

Chase:Youhavetostopdrinking!It'snothealthy!

Amane:Don'tusethattoneonme,idon'tknowwhat

hasgottenintoyourecently.

Chase'seyefilledwithtearsasAmanetookasip,he

lookedawayandrubbedhiseyes.

Chase:You'renotsupposedtodrinklikethatand
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youknowyouhaven'tbeenfeelingwelllately.You

promisedtostopworkingtoomuchanddrinking.

Amane:Weneedtotalkaboutyourbehaviour

towardsyouraunthere,ididn'traiseyoulikethat

andiexpectbetterthanthat.Ormaybeishouldcall

yourfathersohecanalsotalktoyou?Youneedto

apologisetoherforwhatyoudid

Chase:I'm notapologising

Amane:Thenleavemyhousebecauseyou'rea

man...KooreothokamaitseootsenamoJunioreng

gaotsenakoMaunseniortabeoithayaoreomonna?

Youdon'thavemanners.Leavemyhouseifyou're

notgoingtoapologisetoherforyourbehaviour...

Chaseturnedaroundandwalkedout....

Amane:I'm sorryaboutthat,I'lltalktohisfather

maybehewillunderstandhim better.

Her:Iunderstand,teenagersarejustunbelievable.I

haveaheadache.
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Amane:Youcantakeadayoff.

Her:Thankyou..

Shestoodupandgotherbagthensheleft.Oreneile

openedthedoorslowlyandstoodtherelookingat

hermotherdrinking..

Oreneile:ChaseleftwithBjandTshidi

Amane:Osiame

Oreneile:Mamayouhavetostopdrinking..

Amane:Kenalemathataabotshelongwanaka,lona

galekakelathaloganya.

Oreneile:Can'tyoujuststop?

Shesighedandputdownthebottle,Oreneilewalked

overandpickeditupthenshewalkedinthekitchen

wheresheemptiedit.
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Amanesighedtakingoffhershoesandfrowned

lookingatherfeet,theylookedswollenorwasshe

justimaginingit..

Amane:Ney?Naaremaotoamearurugile?

Neywalkedoverandfrowned..

Oreneile:Yes,isitpainful?

Amane:No,(sighed)Letmegotothehospital,i

didn'tevennoticemyfeetwerelikethis..

Oreneile:Ok,letmegetthetubreadyforyou.

Amane:Thankyou.

Shewentbacktothekitchenandwarmedher

mother'sfoodthenshewenttothekitchen.

Atthehospital....
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Lateronthedoctorsighedstandinginfrontof

Amaneandlookedather.Itwasthatblanklook...

Almostthesamelookshegotwhenshefoundout

aboutherkidneydisease.Hecheckedhereyesagain

andsteppedback...

Doctor:You'reshowingsignsofaliverdisease.Do

youdrink?

Amane:Yes

Doctor:Areyouaheavydrinker?

Amane:Well,idon'tknow.

Doctor:Doesanyonehavealiverdiseaseinyour

family?

Amane:Mymotherdiedofaliverdisease2years

ago.

Doctor:I'm goingtodrawbloodforaproper

diagnosis
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Amane'sheartpoundedasthenursewalkedinand

putonglovesthenshedrewherbloodwhilethe

doctorstoodbyscribblingsomething...

AtLeruo'sHouse...

Laterthatafternoonthegirlsplayedinthepoolwith

theirfriendswhileAmandaandtheneighbourhood

motherssatontheoutdoorchairsintheirswimsuits

playingmonopoly...

Etsilewalkedoverholdingherringingphonethen

shepickedthecall...

Amanda:Hello?

Bree:Hi,itsBree...Canimeetyouforaminute?

Amanda:Excuseme?

Bree:Kekopagogobona,itcanbeinapublicplace.

Ijustwanttotalktoyou.Please...Ijustarrivedin
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Botswanabutyou'rethefirstpersonIwanttosee.

*

*

*

*

*
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Attherestaurant...

Amandasteppedoutofthecarandclosedthenshe

lockedupandwalkedintherestaurant.Thistime

shewaspreparedforthisgirlandshewasgoingto

embarrassherbeforeeveryone,ifanyonewasto

recordthisandpostitonsocialmediasobeitbut

shewasabouttolearnalessonaboutsleepingwith

marriedmen.Ithadbeen2yearssincetheyheard

from herandsurelyshewasbringingLeruo'sbaby...

Itdidn'tevenmatterthatthislyingmandeniedit,

theyalwaysdothenababythatlookslikethem pops

up.Allhellwasabouttobreaklose,Leruowasabout

toexperiencenothinghe'deverexperiencedbefore...

Shewalkedintherestaurantandspottedhersitting

attheback,Breewavedheroverthenshewalked
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overandsatdown..

Bree:Hi,thanksforseeingme.

Amanda:Whatdoyouwant?

Bree:Icametoapologiseforwhatisaidtoyou...I

wasjustachildinagrownwoman'sbody.Notjust

thatbutalsoapologiseforthewayiwasbehaving

towardsLeruo...Flirtingwithhim andeverythingthat

basicallywentdownbetweenus.

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingather...

Bree:Goingtomysistershousehasopenedmyeyes

andifoundGod.Iam abornagainandI'veasked

Godtoforgivemeforeverythingididwithmarried

men..Andlotsofpeoplethatibullied.Iam very

sorryandI'm askingforyourforgiveness...

Emotionschokedherthensheswallowedand
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sighedrubbingherhandstogether.

Amandalookedatherandsigheda...

Amanda:Ineedtoknowthewholetruthbeforeican

forgiveyou.DidyousleepwithLeruo?

Breelookedatherthentearsfilledhereyes...

Bree:Once,pleasedon'taskmemorequestions

becausethenmecomingtoaskforforgivenesswill

destroyyourmarriagewhenthemainreasonI'm

askingforforgivenessisbecauseiam differentnow.

Amandalookeddownastearsfilledhereyes,of

courseshealwaysfeltlikehedidsomethingwithher

butgettingthatconfirmationcutdeeper...onsecond

thoughtshehadapoint,hehadn'tmisbehavedsince

thensowhydigthepasttoruinthefuture.
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Amanda:Iforgiveyou.

Bree:Thankyou.

Amanda:Whenlastdidyoutalktohim?

Bree:TheweekiarrivedinNetherlands,butastime

wentonigainedmysensesbackandjuststopped

goingaftermarriedmen.Itwasn'tjusthim,iwasin

theinboxesoflotsofmarriedmen.Someresisted

butmostwerewillingandiwasjustabouttolose

myway.Iwenttochurchwiththeintentionsof

sleepingwithmoremarriedmenbutsomething

happenedandiseehowwrongiam.

Amanda:Idon'tknowifibelieveyoubutifitstrue

thenI'm happyyoufoundchristandyou'reforgiven.

Bree:(smiled)Thankyou.Youcanorderanything,

it'sonme.

Amanda:HowIwish,butihavetogo,Leruo's

childrenarenotOKupstairstheywillturnthewhole

placeupsidedown.

Bree:(laughed)OK
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Amanda:(laughedandstood)Thanksforcalling

TheyleanedoverandhuggedbrieflythenAmanda

walkedout....

AtBatsile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningBonnowalkedoutofthe

bathroom carryingLeleandputheronthecouch

thenshefixedthetowelaroundhershouldersand

begundryingherhair...

Oreneile:Iwanttochangemyhairstyle

Bonno:It'sstillnew,waituntilnextweek.

Oreneile:Canyoudomyhair?

Bonno:(laughed)Idon'tknowhowtodoanything

exceptmakingponytails.Yourhairisstillfine...

Oreneile:SoauntieBee?Whydon'tyoucomewithus
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tomama'shouse?Wedon'tlikemama'shelper.

Bonno:Onlydaddyormamacananswerthat.Ijust

gowherevermybosstellsme.IfyourparentsareOK

withitI'm fine.

Oreneile:I'lltalktomamathen

Shegotoffthecouchandranoutthroughthe

kitchendoorwhereBatsileandChasewerechatting

whileplayingbasketball...

Batsile:You'renotgettingmeChase,ithasnothing

todowhethersheisrightorwro-

Oreneile:DaddycanauntieBeegowithusto

mama'shouseduringtheweekends?

Batsile:I'lltalktoyourmom aboutit.

Oreneile:Ok..
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OreneilewalkedbacktothehousewhileBatsile

stoodbyholdingthebasketballlookingatChase...

Batsile:Nothingjustifieshittingawomanyouknow

thatright?Youdidn'thavetohither,youcanget

yourpointacrosswithoutfighting.

Chase:Youjustdon'tunderstand,thatwoman

makesmama'shouseabore.Whycan'tshehire

someoneelseorwegowithauntieBee?Orican

lookafterbonnake,auntieBeetaughtmehowto

cook.Youknowlastweekicookedafullmealand

auntiesaidmyfoodisgood.Icanlookafterthe

childrenwedon'tneedamaidtherebecauseit'sjust

2days.

Batsile:I'lltalktoyourmotherbutuwantyouto

promisemeyouwon'thitanyoneagain.

Chase:Iwon'teverhither.

Batsile:Thankyou...Iwantyoutocometomyoffice

tomorrowafterschool..Iwantyoutocomeupwith

anactivitythatwillhelpyouraisefundsforyour

mother'sbirthday.YouandNeyney
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Chasesmiledlookingathim..

Chase:Really?

Batsile:Yeah,yourmom isgood..Sheisnotasbad

assheseems.Alothappenedandturnedherinto

whatsheis...Sheisworkinghardbecauseshe

doesn'twantyouguystostruggle,shewantsyouto

haveeverythingsheneverhadgrowingup.

Chase:Yeahbutsheisneverwithus

Batsile:That'swhyyouneedtoraisemoneyand

surpriseherwithsomething.Thinkofsomething...

Thinkoutsidetheboxandthinkbig.Iwantyouto

provetomethatifidieyou'drunthebusinessand

provideforyoursiblings.YouandDiamondshould

thinkaboutit.

Chase:(smiled)I'lldothat...

ThedooropenedthenBonnostuckherhead

outside...
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Bonno:Guysit'stimetoeat.

Theyturnedandwalkedtowardsthehouse...

Attherestaurant..

ThefollowingdayAmaneparkedthecarandsighed

sittinginthecar,shepickedherbloodresultsand

staredatthem foraboutaminutethensheputthem

backandsteppedout...

Shelookedattherestaurantaspeoplewalkedinand

outthenshetookadeepbreathandwalkedbehind

thebuildingtothestaffentrance.

Shewalkedinthebuildingandheadedtotheoffice

wheresheclosedthedoorandsighed.Sheputdown

thekeysandtookoffhertopthensheopenedthe
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wardrobeandpickedherchefuniform..

Shegotdressedlookingatherselfonthemirrorthen

walkedtothedeskandpulledthebottleofvodka

lyinginthelastdrawer.Sheopenedthebarfridge

andplacedthebottlesonthecounterasshefixed

herself.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthentheassistant

managerwalkedin...

Her:Goodmorning...Howdiditgoatthehospital?

Amane:It'sliverdisease...

Her:Whatdoesthatmean?

Amane:Itcan'tbecuredbutmylifestylecanimprove

myliverscarringsothatthetissuescanregenerate.

Apparentlyeverytimeyoudrinkalcoholsomeliver

tissuesdiebuttheliveralwaysregeneratenewcells,

inmycaseidrunkwaytoomuchthatmylivers

abilitytoregeneratesloweddownanditwill
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eventuallystopifIdon'tstopdrinking.

Her:I'm sorry.

Amane:It'sOK...Pleasetakethosebottlestoour

gardeners.Iknowtheywouldappreciateadrink.

Her:I'lldothat..Soshouldn'tyoutakeadayoff?

Amane:Yeah,I'm takingthewholeofnextweekoff.I

hopeyou'llmanagealone...Ineedtorestandletmy

bodyrelax.Ijustwanttofinishtoday'sshift.I'll

knockoffat2pm.

Her:Good.Bestrong.

Amane:Thanks..

ShewalkedoutthenAmane'sphonerang...

Amane:Hello?

Bree:Hi,itsBree

Amane:Hi

Bree:I'dliketoseeyou.Iarrivedyesterday.
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Amane:Youcancomebyduringlunchtimegone

jaanakeatheogela.

Bree:Eemma,bye

Amane:Bye..IsThatawithyou?

Bree:Yes,butI'm notcomingwithher.Mysisteris

withthechildren.

Amane:Ok,iwantedtoseeher.Katswaalemotona

tota.

Bree:I'llbringherthen.ItoldBatsilebuthejustsaid

OK.

Amane:Batsilekemathatahela,kilekammotsa

goreThataotalengmoBotswanaandhejustsaid

enegaaitseit'suptoyou.

Bree:Buthehasnevernotevenonceaskedmeto

bringhim,heneverevenvideocalls.Hecalledonhis

birthdaylastyearandthisyearonly.

Amane:Eneontshachildsupport?

Bree:Yes,iusedtocallhim soThatacantalktohim

buteverytimeicalledhe'dbetooquicktosay"Isent

themoney"heevenaskedmegoreobuaengle
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Thatabecausehecan'tevenspeak...Thataisold

enoughnowwabuabuthedoesn'tknowthat

becausehelastsawhim asababy.

Amane:Kemathata,talktomogolowe.Isthatwhy

you'recomingtoseeme?

Bree:No,I'm comingtoseeyoukatsamelewena

hela.

Amane:Ok,seeyoulater

Bree:Bye

Shehungupandfinisheddressingupasherphone

receivedacall.

Amane:Hello?

Summer:Todayistheday,don'tforget.

Diva:Soundslikesheforgot

June:Shewon't,I'dkillher

Amane:(laughed)Ididn'tforget...Yourtablewillbe
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readyexactlyat1pm..

Summer:Perfect

Sheputthephonedownandfixedherselfwhile

talkingtothem onloudspeaker.

Amane:Iwanttoregisterforgym andstartworking

out.I'vequitalcoholtoo

Summer:Iguesstheresultsareout..

Amane:Yeah,

Diva:Bestrong.Wearehereforyou.

June:Howareyoufeeling?

Amane:Justfinebesidesbeingexhausted.

Shegotthephoneandwalkedoutwhiletalkingto

thephone...

Atthelodge...
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LateronBatsilehungupthetelephoneandslidhis

chairtotheprinterwherehegrabbedsome

contractsandslidbacktothedesk,heleanedback

andreadthroughthentherewasaknockonthedoor.

Batsile:Yeah.

Themanagerwalkedwithanenvelopeandplacedit

onhisdeskwithoutsayinganything.Batsilelooked

inhiseyesconfusedandtoreitopenthenheslidout

thenewtitledeedforthefarm nexttohislodge.He

smiledinreliefandstoodupastheyshookhands

andbumpedshoulders...

Batsile:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveit'sdone.

Manager:(laughed)Wedidit...

Batsile:Thanksman.

Manager:You'rewelcome..
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HewalkedoutthenBatsilesatdownanddialedhis

bigbrother...

Basi:(loweredhisvoice)I'm inameeting,what'sup?

Batsile:(smiled)Ijustreceivedthetitledeedforthe

farm Iwasbuyingfrom thatoldman.

Basi:(smiledandwalkedoutofthemeeting)Ican't

believeyoupulledthisoff...I'm proudofyou.This

callsforacelebration,drinksonme.

Batsile:(smiled)Perfect!

Basi:Cheers!

Batsile:Cheersman

Hehungupthentherewasaknockonthedoor.

Batsile:Yeah
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Thedooropened,apilotwalkedinandsmiled.

Batsilesmiledandstoodupmeetingherhalfwayas

theyhugged.

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Today'ssponsorswill

comeupshortlybesuretolikethepagesofgetthe

nextinsert

*

*
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AtBatsile'soffice....

Hehungupthentherewasaknockonthedoor.

Batsile:Yeah?

Thedooropened,apilotwalkedinandsmiled.

Batsilesmiledandstoodupmeetingherhalfwayas

theyhugged.

Batsile:Hey..

Her:Hi..

Hesmiledlookinginhereyesandputhishandsin

thepocketsthenshesmiledandputherhandbagon
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thetable...

Batsile:Howwasyourflight?

Her:Itwassmooth...Buticouldn'tevenexplorethe

area...

Batsile:(smiled)Why?

Sheturnedaroundandsighedwalkingaroundthen

shefoldedherarms..

Her:Iwasthinkingaboutsomeone...

Batsilesmiledandlookedawaythenshesmiled

lookingathim...

Her:Canitakeyououtonlunch?

Batsile:Um...Surewhynot.

Her:Perfect...
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Heturnedaroundandclosedthefilehewasworking

onthenheheardChasetalkingtohisassistant.

Hisheartskippedthenhehurriedtothedoorand

openedblocking..

Batsile:Hi

Chase:Heydad.

Batsile:Whatareyoudoinghere?Ithoughtyou'llbe

hereathalf4.

Chase:YeahwehadsportsbutIhaveaninjuryon

theankle.Ipassedbytheclinicandcamehere.Cani

comein?

Batsile:Yeah,givemeaminute.

Heclosedthedoorandturnedaroundlookingather..
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Her:Whatjusthappened?Didyoujusthidemefrom

yourson?

Batsile:Doyoumindifwedothistomorrow?

Her:Why?

Batsile:Ihadanappointmentwithhim.

Her:Caniaskyouonequestionbeforeigo?

Batsile:Yeah

Her:Doyoustillwantyourexwife?Iknowthelast

timewetalkedyousaidyou'restrugglingtogetover

herbutit'sbeenalmostayear.Ithoughtthisisover..

Youneedtotakethatfirststep...

Batsile:Iknow...Ijust...(sighed)ListenifI'm too

slowyoucandateotherguys.Idon'tmind...I'm

reallynotreadyforcommitmentbecauseiwent

throughhell.Itsgoingtotaketimetoactually

connectwithsomeonefully.

Her:Yeahbutyou'renoteventryingtomoveon

Batsile:Idon'twanttohurtyouifiendupgoingback

tomyexwife...Ithoughtwewilljustbefriends.

You'recomplicatingthings..
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Her:Youneedtomoveon

Batsile:Iknow...Just....Givemetime...

Her:I'm takingyououttomorrowat1.I'lltalktoyour

PAsoshecancanceleverythingfortomorrow

becauseI'm goingtoneedyourattentionforatleast

4hours...Iwanttotakeyouout,autwa?

Batsile:Ok

Her:Talktoyourmaidtoobecausethereisa

possibilityyoumightspendanight

Batsile:Notanight,ihavekids.

Her:Theyhaveamotherwhoneedstospendtime

withherchildren.

Batsile:Pulengyouhavetounderstand-

Puleng:No,I'm takingyououttomorrow.I'm not

askingyounowI'm tellingyou.

Batsile:Ok

ThedooropenthenChasewalkedin,Batsiletooka

deepbreathandsighedasPulengpickedherbag
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andsmiled..

Chase:Dumelang..

Puleng:HiChase...(winkedatBatsile)Seeyou

tomorrow

Chaselookedathisfatherthenhelookedawayand

rubbedhisbeardembarrassedasthedoorclosed.

Chase:Isityourgirlfriend?

Batsile:No,atleastnotyet

Chase:Ithinkshelikesyou

Batsile:Thanksgenius,ididn'tknowthat

Chase:Doyoulikeher?

Batsile:Sheis...(sighed)Shelovesmesothat's

goodenough...Sometimesit'seasiertobewith

someonewholovesyouthansomeonewhoyoulove.

Peoplewhom youlovehurtyoumorethananyone
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andtheycanwalkawayfrom youanytime...Butwith

someoneyoulove...It'seasierbecauseallyouhave

todoisappreciatethem andbekind...

Chase:Thatsucks,iwanttobewithagirlilove...I

can'tskipmycrushbecauseshemighthurtme.

Batsile:Youhaveapointbutyou'llunderstandwhen

you'realittleolder.Nowit'saboutcrushesbecause

you'reaboybutwhenyou'reamanyouneeda

womanwholovesyoualone,awomanwhowon't

cheat,onewhowillsupportyou,believeinyouand

pushyoutobethebestversionofyourself.Itgets

deeperwhenyou'reolder.Anywaystellmeabout

yourfundraisingidea...

HesatdownandsighedlookingatChase....

Attherestaurant...

Amanetookoffheruniform andstoodbeforethe

mirrorfixinghermakeupbeforelockingupand



Iam

walkingintotherestaurant...

Shesmiledandwalkedtowardsthechairsoutside

wheretheladiesweresitting,shesmiledandsat

downpullingherglassoverthenshepouredwater

insideandsipped...

Summer:Howareyou?

Amane:I'm good..

June:Wewerethinkingforyourbirthdaycelebration

weshouldtakeatriptoShakawe...Seethedelta,

checkintoahotelandjustchillinthequietsideof

Botswana.Maybewecancheckintoaboathotel

thingy

Summer:Isawthatboathouse,iwanttogiveitatry.

Wecouldbookroomsinthereandjustchill..

Diva:I'm forthehouseboattoo..

June:

Amane:Iwanttobehome,ineedtorest...Iwantto
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talktoBatsilesoicanhavethekidsthisweek.I

wantthemaidawaytoo...Ennennahelalebone..

BreewalkedoverovercarryingababywhileThata

walkedbesidesher,theyturnedandlookedather...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm tonight.

*

*
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Attherestaurant...

BreesmiledstandingbythenDivamovedaside,she

pickedhermaxidressandsatdownthensheputthe

babyonherlap...

Amane:HiThata...Comehereboy...

ThatawalkedovertoAmanethenshepickedhim up

andputhim onherlap...

Amane:Howareyou?

Thata:Fine..(handedheraballoon)Take

Amane:Thankyoubaby
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SummerlookedatthebabyonBree'slapandlooked

ather..

Summer:IsitLeruo'sbaby?

Bree:Excuseme?

Summer:Everyoneknowsyou'reacollectorof

spermsfrom marriedmen.

Diva:Summercomeon

June:Well?I'm curious..

Bree:It'snot.

Summer:Whyishecolouredthen?Kareotsholela

bannababanyetsengbanababasimanehelaakere?

Bree:It'snotLeruo'schild.

June:HekindlookslikeLeruo...Thisforeheadis

familiar...

Bree'scousinwalkedoverholdingadrinkandleaned

overpickingthebabyasthehereachedinhis
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mother'sbra...

Her:Helloladies...Karekeyegoamusarreyo,my

breasthurt.Iwastryingweaningbutyoo

Summer:(laughed)Oh,OK...

June:(laughed)Weaningisthemostpainfulthingto

gothrough..

Her:Haveagoodday..

All:Youtoo..

Her:ShouldIgetT?

Bree:No,I'm takinghim toBatsile'soffice.

Her:Whydon'tyouwaitforhim toaskforhim?

Bree:I'm takingmyprideoutofit.

Her:Ok,seeyou...

Shewalkedawaythentherewassilenceasthe

ladieseachlookedawayshamefully...
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Bree:IwashopingtofindyoualoneAmanebutits

stillOK,iwasgoingtotalktoDivatoo.Iam aborn

againchristian...

Breesnortedandlaughed,Junesmackedher

holdinginherlaughterherself...Breelookedatthem

calmlythensheturnedbacklookingatAmaneand

Diva..

Bree:Ifeeloweyouanapologybecauseikindof

knewfrom thestartthatheisthefatherbutididn't

wanthim tobethefatherbecauseheturnedoutto

bemycousin.Batsilehadboughtmethemorning

afterpillsandhetoldmehedoesn'twantachild

becauseheismarriedandhestillloveshiswife,i

justdidn'tfollowtheinstructionsbecauseididn't

thinkI'dgetpregnantbutigenuinelydidn'tknowhe

ismycousinuntilitwaslate.Ilikedyoufrom the

firsttimeisawyouandiwishednonofthishad

happened...Ican'tchangewhoThata'sfatherisbuti

justneedyoutoforgivemefornotrespectingyour
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marriage.Iam achildofGodnowandiprayforyour

peaceandforyourfamilygetbacktogether.Iknow

mycousinlovesyou...Iprayyoufindyourwayback

tooneanotherbecauseyou'remeanttobetogether.

Amanetookadeepbreathandsighed...

Amane:It'sok,iforgiveyou..Youdon'towemean

apologybutiforgiveyou.

Bree:Thankyou....(lookedatDiva)I'm sorryfor

givingyouhardtime...Irememberhowiusedto

stealyoursmilesandhappinessbyjustmakingyou

feelless...Ihadfinallyfoundsomeonetobullylikei

usedtogetbulliedatschool...Youbecameaneasy

taggertbecauseyou'resofthearted...Iknowwehad

rekindledourrelationshipbutialsofeellikeineedto

askforyourforgivenessjustforpeacesake...This

timeI'm askingasachristian..Canyouplease

forgivemeforbullyingyou?

Diva:(smiled)Ievenforgotaboutthat..Butiforgive

you...I'm happyyoufoundchrist...It'sgoingtobe
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hardtoconvinceeveryoneyou'reanewpersonbut

keepdoingyou.

Summer:Iwasn'tconvincedbutIactuallyfeelbad..

Bree:(laughed)You'rebully

Summer:(laughed)Girlijustdidn'tlikeyoubuti

thinkilikeyoubetterwhenyouwearlongdresses

andcoverupyouryellowthighs..

TheyalllaughedasshestoodupandhuggedAmane

andDiva.

Bree:IhavetotakeThatatoBatsile'sofficebefore

heknocksoff.

Amane:Ok,thanksfordroppingby...

Breepickedherboyandwalkedout,theladies

lookedatoneanotherandleanedback...
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June:Idon'tbuythatshit

Summer:Ibelieveher

Diva:Ibelievehertoo

AtBatsile'soffice...

LateronBreeknockedandopenedthedoorcarrying

Thataonhersidewaist,Batsileturnedhischair

talkingonthetelephoneandlookedatthem before

carryingonwithhistelephone...

Batsile:(onthephone)IwillpassbySimba'soffice

sohecanhavehisteam brushitupbeforewecan

handitover.....Alright....Exactly...

Breetookadeepbreathandsatdownputtingher

sononherlap,shepickedaframedpictureof

Amanewiththeirchildren..



Iam

Batsile:(pausedtalkingonthephoneandlookedat

her)Putthatdown..Don'ttouchanything

Breeputitbackandleanedbackholdingherson.

Batsiletalkedforaboutaminute..

Batsile:(stillonthephone)Alright,I'llcallyouback

someonejustbroughtmyson...No,theotherone

youdon'tknowhim.Alrightbye.

Hehungupandsighedthenhestoodupandtried

pickingThatabutheburiedhisfacebetweenhis

mother'sbreastscrying.Batsileturnedawayandsat

downunbothered...

Batsile:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Bree:Can'tyoumakeanefforttogethim?Offerhim

asweetoratleastfakeasmilesohecansense

you'rewelcoming?Motseye
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Batsile:Waankganaobatakereng?Sowhatdoyou

want?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBatsile'soffice..

Batsile:Waankganaobatakereng?Sowhatdoyou

want?

Bree:Ibroughthim soyoucanseehim becauseyou

haven'tseenhim in2years.

Batsile:Soyoubringhim tomyoffice?

Bree:Whatreallyhappened?Youlovedhim andyou

spenttimewithhim withouttreatinghim any

different.Iremembertheweekendsatthe

campsite...Dididosomethingwrong?

Batsilelookedinhereyes,somuchragejustrushed

throughhisbloodandmaybeititwasn'tforhisson

onherlaphe'ddefinitelysmackherface,butnot

beingabletodoanythingaboutthisangershuttered



Iam

hisheartsobadhewashelpless...

Batsile:Soyouknewwhatyouweredoingallalong?

Itoldyoueverythingiwasgoingthroughathome...

Mywifebeingsickandmychildrenbeingstressed

out.Itrustedyoutotakemeoutofthatpain

temporarilybutyouplannedtouseme...

Shelookeddownashelookedather,heswallowed

abiglumpandshookhishead...

Batsile:Ineverthoughtthiswasjustagameforyou

tocollectkidssoyoucanlivewiththeirchild

maintenance...Butthenigaveyoumorningafter

pillsevenwhenyousaidyou'reonyoursafeperiod.I

stillboughtyoupillsanditoldyouidon'twanta

child...Youdidn'ttakethem thenyoufoundout

you'repregnantandkeptquietsoiwouldn'tsuggest

anabortionwhichididanywaysbutyoualreadygot

mebecausethebabywastoobigforittobeOK.I

heardyourrecordingattheairport...
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Hesmiledsadlyandlaughedindisbeliefloosening

histie...

Batsile:Ifeelstupidbecausetheotherguyssaw

rightthroughyou...Simba,thatguyfrom finance

evenLeruofuckedyouintheairportbuthemade

suretowearacondom andtookitwithhim but

foolishme...Iam trapped...Iwasn'tsurprisedwhen

youdoubledthechildsupportassoonasyougot

there...Ihadalreadyheardyourrecording.You're

good...Nowidon'tunderstandwhyyouwantmeto

playdaddysoyoubreakmyheartwithmyson?Take

him ifidon'tpay?I'm notfallingforthat...Iwillsee

Thatawhenheisoldenoughnottobeusedtosuck

moneyfrom mycompany.

Bree:IknowthatI'vehurtyou,andwhenIsaidthat

toAmandaIwasjustsayingtohurthernotthatit's

theactualtruth.Itookthepillsbutididn'tfollowthe

timeframeasinstructedthenifoundoutI'm

pregnantwheniwas4months,thebabywaskicking
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andiknewyouweregoingtoaskforanabortion.I

justthoughtI'dsavemybaby'slifebypassinghim to

Retsile.Iam sorryforbetrayingyoulikethat...Iknow

I'm thereasonyourmarriagegotdestroyed,iasked

formoremoneybecauseThatawasgoingtoa

preschool.Medicalinsuranceandallthat...Lifein

Netherlandswasexpensive...Iwasn'tusingthe

moneyonmyselfbutyou'reright,thoseare

unnecessarycoststseelenggoreit'snotfaironyou

becauseyoudidn'tdecidetomovewiththechild

abroad...Iam achristiannow...I'm sorry,don't

punishyoursonforhismother'smistakes.Ipromise

I'dnevertakehim awayfrom you...Gapeyouhavea

goodlawyer..

Batsilelookeddownandsighed...

Batsile:Ok,

Bree:Sorryforgogothubelalelwapa.Sometimes

talkingoutthingshelpsgetridofissuesbonagore

saleontshwarakapelo2yearsnnakesaitsegore
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whyotenegile.I'm notusingThata.I'm farfrom that..

I'vebeenadmittedinaschoolkoChinabutican'tgo

withhim,iwantedtodiscussitwithyougorewhat's

thewayforward?Mysisterdoesn'tmindtakinghim

butIwantedtomakethatdecisionwithyou.

Batsile:Ithinkit'sbestheiswithmethanwithher

andherfamily,he'llprobablyfeelleftoutthere.

Bree:YeahbecauseherhusbandisDutchsothe

childrenspeakDutch,heevenlosttouchwith

EnglishandSetswanabecausetheyusedDutch.

Batsile:Whenareyougoingtoschool?

Bree:NextweekI'llbefinalisingeverything.

Batsile:Ok..

BreestoodupandputThataonthechair...

Bree:Tee?I'm goingtogetyouadrink...(toBatsile)

Keamodoja,skabuasepegaaitsesetswana.

Batsile:Oseriouswamolesamoofising?
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Bree:Ee,akerekerilekeamolesaandyou'reabout

toknockoff.Shap

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,therewas

silenceasBatsileturnedlookingathim whileThata

lookedathim.

Batsile:Hi...Comesitoverhereandwatchcartoons..

Batsilestoodupandpickedhim upthenheplaced

him onhischairandsearchedforcartoonson

YouTube,Thatasmiledandmovedhisfather's

handsashesmiledpointing..

Thata:Ilikethisone

Batsile:(smiled)Givemeafistbumpifyouwantit

Helaughedandfistbumpedthenhewatched.

Batsiletookoffhistieandsighedstandingbythe
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windowlookingathisson...Guiltstrikenhesighed

andrubbedhisheadthenChasewalkedin,he

gaspedlookingatThataandpickedhim upasThata

laughedshyly...

Chase:Dudeyou'resobig!Doyouevenremember

me?(hepulledhislipsapart)Amouthfullofteeth!

Heyyy

Batsilesmiledwatchingthem..

Batsile:Ihavetogoformysessionbeforewehead

home,you'llwaitinthecarright?

Chase:Sure...

Chasetookouthisphoneandtookapicturewith

Thataastheystucktheirfingersoutwithapeace

sign...
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AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAmanewalkedinthehouseand

tookoffhershoeswhilethemaidsatonthecouch

watchingTV.Shesniffedsomethingburningand

lookedatthekitchen..

Amane:Areyoucookingsomething?

Shejumpedoffthecouchandranintothekitchen

wheresheswitchedoffthestove.Amanewalkedin

andstoodbythedoorlookingather...

Amane:(calmly)ItalkedtoChaseandidon'tthink

it'shealthyforyoutocontinueworkingforme

becausemysonisstubborn.Todayisyourlastday

butI'llstillpayyoufullsalarythoughitsbeen2

weeksonly.

Her:Ididn'tburnthismeatintentionally
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Amane:It'snotaboutthemeat,ialsotookaweek

offtospendtimeherewithjustthechildren.

Her:Eemmagosiame

Amane:Thankyouforunderstanding..

Sheputonhershoesandpickedherhandbag..

Her:Gosiame

Amane:Bye

ShewalkedoutthenAmanelockedthedoorand

headedtothebedroom whereshelaidonthebed.

Failuretosleepnormalhours,walkingupanddown,

drinkingalcohollikewaterandsomehow

reminiscingaboutthefamilythatusedtobehad

takenitstollonher...FunnyenoughseeingThata

todaydidn'thurt,actuallyitwasniceseeinghow

grownuphewas...Timeindeedheals...
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Atthecounselling...

Batsilesighedandleanedbackputtinghishands

overhisfacethenherubbedhisbeard...

Batsile:IlovemysonbutIfeellikeeverytimeIget

closetofixingmyfamilythismistakekeeps

surfacing,mistakeimeanBree...It'sprobablythe

reasonwhythisissohardtofix...Iwaslooking

forwardtoAmane'sbirthday,maybesomething

wouldcomeoutofthatbutiknowwithBreeand

ThatabackinBotswanaitwilljustsetheroff.

Counsellor:Areyousurethat'showshefeelsor

you'rejustassuming?

Batsile:IknowAmane

Counsellor:Thelasttimeyouwerehereyousaidyou

weregoingtositdownandtalktoheraboutgetting

backtogether...didithappen?

Batsile:Iwaswaitingforherbirthdaybutnowthat

BreeandThataarehereimightaswellforgetit.
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Her:HowdiditgowithPuleng?

Batsile:Shewouldn'ttakenoforananswer

Her:Howdoyoufeelaboutit?

Batsile:Well...Shelovesme,sheremindsmeof

someonewholovedmewheniwasn'twiseenough

toknowtheimportanceofappreciatingpeoplewho

woulddoanythingforyou.Sheislikeasecond

chanceathappiness...Thetypeswhoareintelligent,

gogettersandfinanciallyindependent...Theyjust

wantloveandfaithfulness,that'sasmallpriceto

payforwhattheyoffer...Shewantstotakemeout..

Partofmewantstotryitbecauseijustdon'tthink

therewilleverbeanythinggoodenoughicandofor

AmanetotrulylovemeespeciallywithThatabackin

Botswana.Ihadhopebutnowiknowitsover.

Her:Ok...Iwantustogobackalittleandtalkabout

Thata...Howdoyouthinkhefeelsaboutyou

Batsile:Idon'tthinkofhim likethat.

Her:Butheishuman...Hewilleventuallybeaman...

Howdidyoufeelwhenyourfatherchoseanother

womanoveryou?Yourstepmotherdidn'twantyou
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right?Hechosetobehappywithher...

Hethoughtfullyleanedbackandsighed...

Batsile:I'm nottryingtohurtmyson..

Her:Whatareyoutryingtodo?Whatdoyouwant

him tothinkabouthimself?Howdoyouseehisself-

esteem?

Batsile:Breetalkedtomeaboutit,totawetalked

evenaboutthingswenevertalkedaboutsoI'm good.

I'm readytostepupanddobetter...Alsoiwishi

couldacceptthataslongasThataisinmylife

AmaneisoutthentryitwithPuleng.

Her:Howdoesshefeelaboutyourkids?

Batsile:SheisOK,sheisjustnotthestayathome

kindofwife.What'sthepointofallthesequestions?

Aren'tyougoingtotellmewhattherightdecisionis?

Her:No,Icanonlymakeyouseethingsfrom all

anglesbutthedecisionliesonyou.
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Batsiletookadeepbreathandsighed....

AtWantlha'sHouse...

LateronAmandaknockedonthedoorandstepped

back,Wantlha'sdaughteropenedthedoorand

lookedather...

Amanda:Hi,Caniseeyourmom

SheclosedthedoorthenAmandatookadeep

breathandsighed.Thedooropenedthenshe

steppedout...

Amanda:Hi,

Wantlha:Hi

Amanda:IwantustoorganiseLinda'sbabyshower,
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Amane'sbirthdayisalsocomingup...Iwantusto

takepart...AccordingtoherfriendsBatsileandthe

childrenareplanningsomethingforher.Shedoesn't

knowityetandit'sasurprisebutiwantustotake

part.Thepersonwhocreatedhatredbetweenusas

siblingsisnowrestinginpeace...Ifwekeephatingit

willbackfireonourchildren...Iknowyouknowi

didn'tintendtokillWalkerbutIwascarelessandi

mighthavebeenfoundnotguiltybutiwillcarrythat

guilttherestofmylife.Itsbeenyears...Pleaselet's

fighttorekindleourrelationship...Weareadultsnow,

weknowbetter...Ifanyofusdiesourchildren

shouldbeabletohavethesupportoftheircousins.

Pleaseopenyourheart...Ican'twaittoseethereal

youbecauseifeellikemamainfluencedandused

you.Maybeit'sjustmebutattimesgamjoloole

boimaorjustlifestressesheladon'tyouwishyou

hadsisters?Someonewhowon'tshareyour

problemswithothersoronsocialmedia...Someone

mature...Can'twealljustchoosetogrowupand

buildthisfamily.HappinessisachoiceWantlha...
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Wantlha'seyesburnedwithtearsassherubbed

them andsighed...

Wantlha:Iunderstandwhatyou'resayingandgone

jaanamymarriageisgoingthroughhell...Ifitellyou

what'sgoingonyou'llthinkI'm lying...butijustdon't

seeAmaneandimakingup...Ididsomuchdamage

evenasanadult...Idon'tunderstandhowicouldn't

haveseenthroughmymother...

Amanda:You'llneverknowAmaneuntilyoutryto

understandher,I'velearntapologisingfrom her...

Sheapologisedtomesomuchineverhadanything

againsther.Canwemakethedecisiontofightfor

ourrelationships...Welosenothingbytrying.

Wantlha:I'llthinkaboutit...

Amanda:Ok,ihavetogo.Leruoiswaitinginthecar

Wantlha:Ok,bye

SheturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenWantlha

walkedbackinthehouse...
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AtAmane'sHouse...

LaterthateveningBatsileparkedthecar,the

childrensteppedoutandclosedthedoorsthenhe

pickedThataandfollowedthem tothehouse...

Theysteppedinthehouseasshecookedinthe

kitchen.Hepassedtothekitchenandsmiled...

Batsile:Hey...Itsmellsgood..

Amane:Thankyou...

ShewashedafruitandhandedittoThatawhilehe

heldhim.

Amane:Hiboy...Therrannacloselengwana,gatwe

gaomorate
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Batsile:(laughed)Breeomaakathe...Wemanaged

totalk.I'llcorrectmyself

Amane:Pleaseitsimportanttobethere,moneyis

noteverything.

Batsile:I'llcorrectmyself..

Amane:Haveaseat,I'lldishforyou...

HeputThatadownthenheranoutsidetohis

siblings,heleanedoverputtinghisarmsoverthe

counterlookingather...

Batsile:IthinkI'llbeabletobondwithThatasince

you'retakingtheseonesforaweek.

Amane:Good,youtwocankeepvisitingsohecan

playwiththem..

Batsile:Ok..Promisemeyou'llkeepdoingthis...

Takingtimeofftosleepandeat,layingoffthe

alcoholtoo

Amane:Ipromise..



Iam

Batsile:(smiled)Pinkieswear?

Shesmiledblushingastheycrossedtheirpinkie

fingers,hegrabbedherhandandrubbeditsoftly.

Batsile:Thankyoufortakingcareofthemotherof

mychildren,iwanthertolivelonger.Imayhavehurt

herbutideeplyloveherandcareabouther..Ican't

waitforyourbirthday...Whatshouldigetyou?

Amane:Anythingisfine,

Shesmiledlookingathim thenhenoddedsmiling

andletgoofher...

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*
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AtAmane'sHouse...

OnachillycloudySaturdaymorningAmaneturned

onthesideandsighedlayingherheadonthepillow,

shelookedatherheadlightandswitcheditoffthen

shepickedaframedpictureofBatsileandthe

children....

Itwasstillhardtobelieve,itfeltlikeitwasjust

yesterdaythatshesawhim attheriverridinga

horse...Andthenthatdayattheriverwhenthey

swam andhewashedherfeet...Anightinthetent

andhowheshotthatwilddog.

NowhewasoneofthewelloffpeopleinMaun,all

from hardwork...Suchabigdream,itdidn'tmatter
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howmuchlifeknockedhim downbabydaddy

alwaysgotup...Hesworehischildrenwouldnever

bewhathewasandhedidjustthat...

HerFacebooknotificationinterruptedherthoughts

thenshepickedherphoneandclicked,Batsilehad

taggedherstartingwithanoldprintedstudiopicture

ofP5thatwasthethingbackthenwhen

smartphoneswererare...Theylookedsoyoungon

thepicture...ItwasadayafterarrivinginMaunfrom

thefarm.Thenextpicturesincludedherpregnancy

withObakeng,Oreneile,LosikaandLelentlethen

finallyapictureofhersittingintheoffice.

"Todayisaspecialdayforme,gogolatheoneand

theonlywomaninmyheart...Thewomanwhohas

alwaysbeenthemotivationbehindmyhardwork...i

madeherapromisethatwewillgetoutofthefarm,

liveinTheSuburb,drivefastcarsandhavelotsof

children...Thiswomancouldhavebirthedother

men'schildrenbutshechoseme,myseedsoplease
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helpmehonorandwishherahappybirthday...

♂ObakengoreneileLosikalelentle.Welove

youmom."

Shesmiledandclickedonthecommentsthenshe

receivedanothernotification,apostfrom Basi,it

wasanoldpictureofBatsileandAmaneatthe

hospitaljustafterLelewasdelivered..

"Mayitakethismomenttowishmybrother'scrush

ahappybirthday... Akerebaatshabana...

♂Heeikanabathobadivositsekapelotsepedi..

Mybrotherisgoingtokillmebutheisomeofus

can'tkeepsecrets.Diarebaba..Happybirthday

mmagweditogolo."

Shelaughedreadingthecommentsasanotherpost

poppedfrom Bame.HehadtaggedbothAmaneand

Batsile...
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"Batmanbonacrushyagagoeaturner.Kopaback

lovehelalaiteaka.2yearsosenalehaelenyatsi??

Movingonishardgobackhomeandraisethekids."

Shelaughed,itwasjustcrazythattheseguyswould

justtalklikethatonsocialmedia.Kanako'svideo

notificationbuzzedthensheclickedandwatcheda

slideshowoftheirfamilypictures,thechildren's

birthdaysandthespecialmemorieswithacaption.

"Wehavebeenthroughalotwithyou,iremember

ourbrotherhoodmeetingswhenyouwerelyingona

hospitalbedunresponsive.Batsilewasbrokenand

heprayedforyou,hefoughtforyou...You'llalways

beinmyheart,pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgive

mybrotherandtakehim back.Iwon'tgointodetails

buthelovesyou..HappybirthdayMrsMotsumi.O

MrsMotsuminnatsadivorcegareditsene keya

gagokooleBatsile.
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Shesmiledlookingatthepostthenthedooropened,

thechildrenwalkedinholdingballoonsandsangfor

herassherubbedhereyesandsatupholdingthe

sheetstoherchest..

Theysanguntiltheyfinishedandclappedhands...

All:Happybirthdaymama!

ThataandLelejumpedonthebedandcrawledover

toher,shesmiledpickingThataandputherarm

overLeleasChasehandedheralittleboxofgift.

Chase:Youonlyopenitafterbathing..

Amane:Ok,thankyou...

Chase:Wearegoingtodaddy'shousesoauntiecan

takeyouout..Uncleiscomingtopickusup.

Amane:Ok..
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ShenoticedThata'spantswerewetthenshegotoff

thebedandcarriedhim tothebathroom...

Amane:Thatawhenyouwanttopeeyou're

supposedtogotothetoiletok?

Chase:AuntieBreegaveusdiapers,hewearsa

diaper

Amane:No,hehastogetoffthediaper.Heistoo

oldforadiaper..You'reabigboyThataok?

Thata:Iwanttopee!

Sheputhim downandsmiledpointinghim tothe

toilet..

Thatapulleddownhispantsandpointedtothewall

peeing,shegrabbedhim andcarriedhim tothetoilet

astherestofthechildrenlaughed...
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Amane:(laughed)Thataididn'tmeanyoushould

peerighthere...

Thatasteppedonthestoolandpointedhiswhinny

intothetoiletandpeeuntilhewasdone.

Amane:Shakeit...(laughed)Chasehelpmeout!

Chaselaughedandshowedhim howtoshakeit,

Thatashookitandpulleduphispants.

OreneilegotthemopandcleanedupasAmane

headedtothebedroom,thesceneofThata

choosingtopeerightonthefloorplayedonherhead

andshelaughedonherown.KnowingBreeitwasn't

surprisingthepoorboywasn'tpottytrained,she

probablyuseddiaperstoavoidthestressof

training...
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AtTinashe'soffice...

LaterthatmorningLeruowalkedacrossthe

receptionareacarryinghissonwhilethetwins

walkedinfrontofhim...

Kopo:Daddywherearewegoing?

Leruo:Wearegoingtomeetafriendofmine,he

wantstosayhitomykids...Ialsowanttosayhito

his.

Yame:Ok..

Leruoknockedandopenedthedoor,Tinashelooked

atthetwinsandswallowedemotionally...Hestared

atthem andturnedlookingatLeruo..

Tinashe:They'rebeautiful..

Yame:Yourchairisnice,canIsitonit?Doesitslide?
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YamegotonthechairandswungaroundasKopo

pickedacolorfulmarkerlookingatit..

Kopo:Daddyyourfriend'sofficeisawesome...

Leruo:Butyoudidn'tevensayhello,greethim and

holdhishand.

Theygreetedhim...

Tinashe:Hello,mynameisTinashe...I'm yourdad's

friend...You'rebeautiful

Yame:Thankyou

Kopo:Thankyou

Thegirlracedtowardshischairthenheturned

lookingatLeruo,theyfistbumpedandleanedover

shoulderbumping...
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AtAmane'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonAmanesmiledandopenedthe

doorasthemakeupartistwalkedin...

Amane:Hi

Her:Hi...

Shesatdownthentheladyputthecoveroverher

shouldersandgotherready.Therewasaknockon

thedoorthenAmandawalkedin,Lindafollowed

thenWantlhaattheendcarryingwhatlookedlikean

eveningdressthoughitwasinahangerinsidethe

cover.

ShelookedatWantlhaandstoppedsmiling,Wantlha

gentlylaidthedressonthecouchandunzippedit

revealingthedressshehadchosenwhenAmanda
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askedherwhichsheliked...

Wantlha:Hi,ididn'tknowwhattogetforyour

birthday...Everyonearoundyouseemedtoknow

whatyoulike...Icouldonlyrememberyouliking

dressesasalittlegirl...

Tearsfilledhereyesthenshequicklyrubbedthem

andclearedherthroatlookingatAmane...

Wantlha:Iam embarrassedtosaysorryormention

whatI'm sorryforbecauseidon'twanttoruinyour

birthdaywithbadchildhoodmemories...But...(voice

trailedoff)Idon'tknowwhathappenedtome,iwas

abadchildevenabadadult...Somuchofmy

motherhadrubbedonme.Ilostachildbecauseof

myparentingstyle.Ifailedtocutthegenerational

cursebutnotanymore...Ourchildrenshouldnever

knowhate...BoChase,thetwins,theirbrotherand

mykidsshouldbeone...JustliketheMotsumi

brothersaremakingittheirresponsibilitytomake
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suretheybuildthatrelationshipbetweentheir

children...Regaisiwalekebasadibabonetheygave

youthesisterhoodyoulongbeggedfrom us...

Pleaseforgivemeifit'snottoomuch...IfitisIwill

understandtoo...(smiled)Otherthanthathappy

birthdaynkonne...

Amanejustfrozelookingatherlittlesistersstanding

infrontofher.

*

*

Likeandcomment.Thenextinsertwillbepostedat

11pm tonight...

*

*



Iam

#195

AtAmane'sHouse...

ThebeauticiansteppedbackthenAmanestoodup

andhuggedher,LindaandAmandahuggedthem as

theystoodinagrouphug...

Amane:Ilongforgaveyou...It'sok...Thisisa

beautifuldress...Iloveit..Mmekehetsekamakeup

abekeapara.

Shesatdownthenthebeauticiancarriedonwhile

AmandatookoutAmane'sshoes...

Amanda:Yourshoesarehere

Amane:Thankyou...
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Linda:Haveyouopenedthebox?

Amane:(laughed)Yes,it'sjustakey...Idon'tknow

whatit'sfor.Iaskedthechildrenandtheirresponse

wasdon'tgetlost.Kelekilegoakanyakeraa!

Wantlha:(laughed)Youhaveacoupleofhoursto

figureitout...

Thebeauticianfinishedupandleft.Amanestoodup

andputonherdressashersisterszippedher.

AtMmogo'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonMmogolaidunderthesinkand

fixedtheleakage,hisphonethenhegotupand

picked..

Mmogo:Hello?

Voice:Hicoach,it'sVictorfrom theboysacademy.

I'm justmakingafollowupontheoffer
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Mmogo:Yeahhei,it'satoughone...Mywifeis

pregnantandidon'twanttobeawayfrom herata

timelikethis.Movingwillbedifficult

Voice:Yourofferhashousingbenefits

Mmogo:Sheisanaccountant,gasehousewife...she

can'tleaveherjobeither.

Voice:CanwehaveherCV?Woulditmakea

differenceifshefoundajobinGaboronekerayaif

yourreasonforadeclineisthatyoucan'tseparate

withyourfamily?

Mmogo:IfshefindsajobinGaboroneI'dhaveno

reasontodecline..

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhewalkedover

andopened,Retsilesteppedinthenheclosedthe

doorstilltalkingtothephone.

Mmogo:Alright,noproblem.I'llsendyouanemail

shortly.Thanks
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Hehungupandlookedathisbrother...

Mmogo:Aita

Retsile:Sure...Comewithme...Iwanttoshowyou

something

Mmogo:What?

Retsile:Changeintosomethingcasual...Therearea

fewguyswhereI'm takingyou...it'sjustguysnothing

shady.

Mmogosmiledcuriouslythenshechangedhis

clothesandfollowedhisbrother...

AtAmane'sHouse....

Amaneandhersistersgotinthecarthenshe

laughedstartingthecar...
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Amane:Wheream igoing?

Linda:Thesuburb

Amane:Whatdoyoumean?

Amanda:Toyourhouseatthesuburb

Amane:Idon'thaveahouseatthe-

Shepausedandlookedather...

Amane:Thehousethebankgot?

Wantlha:Finally.Yes

Amane:I'm confused..Doesithavetodowiththis

keys?

Linda:Justdrive,you'restressingmybabyandheis

kickinglikestriker.

Amaneslowlydroveoutasavideocamethrough,

shepickedandplacedthephoneontheholderwhile

driving..



Iam

Amane:Hello?

Summer:(withatowelaroundherchest)Hi,didyou

figureoutwhatthekeysarefor?

Amane:I'm goingtotheSuburb,thathouse...Doyou

remember?

Summer:Ok,iremember.I'llcallyouback

ShecutthecallthenAmanelaughed..

Amane:Youpeopleareactinweirdtoday..

Atthesuburb...

LaterthateveningAmanedrovethroughtheprivate

familyhomesheadingtothehousesheonceowned.

LindaplayedCyndiLaiper'sGirlsjustwanttohave

funandwiggledherheadclappinghands..
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Linda:(singing)Oh,girlsjustwannahavefun...Ooh

girlsjustwannahavefun!

Minuteslatershesloweddownatthegate,she

lookedatthekeysandpointedatthegate.Thegate

slidopenthenshedrovethroughthegatepassingby

thecarsfillingtheyard...

Amane:Whatarewedoinghere?

Linda:Keepdriving..

Sheparkedthecarandsteppedoutthenshe

recognisedthebrotherscars.Theyheadedtothe

maindoorwheresheunlockedandwalkedinasher

sisterswalkedbehindhertryingnottosmile.

Sheopenedthedoorandsteppedinthensomething

poppedassheflinched,shiningstarspoureddown
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herassheslowlytookoffherarm offherfaceas

everyonesangthehappybirthdaysongforher,her

childrenstoodonthestairsholdingthe"Welcome

homemama"banner...

Amanestoodtherelookingatthecrowd,shelooked

atthebrotherswivessingingforher...

AmandaandLindastoodoneachsidewiththeir

armsoverhershouldersasshetearfullylistenedto

theendofthesong.

Amane:Thankyou

Batsilewalkedoverandhuggedherasthechildren

walkeddownstairsandranoverJoiningthem.

Hegotonhiskneeandlookedather,shesmiled

tearfullyandburstintotearscryingasBatsile
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reachedinhisfrontpocketandhandedheralittle

box...

Batsile:Ittookalotofconvincing,beggingandeven

snifflingtobuythishousefrom thepersonwho

boughtwhenthebanktookit.Butassoonasthey

heardourstorytheyunderstood...Nowiwantyouto

openthislittlebox...

Hisphonerangthenhelookedatthescreen,he

stoodupandsteppedasidepickingthecallas

Amaneopenedandsmiledcoveringhermouth.

BatsilewalkedtowardsBasiandwhisperedinhis

earthenherushedoutandclosedthedoor...

*

*

*

*
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Attheparty...

Amanelookedatthecarkeyandcoveredher

mouth...

Basi:Let'sgothisway..

Theyallsangherahappybirthdaysongasthey

walkedoutinthebackyardwhereherdream car

wasparkingwithballoonsonthebonnet.

Shefrownedtearfullyandburstintotearscrying,it

stillfeltlikeadream...

Amane:OhmyGodBatsile....
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Sherubbedhertearsandopenedthedoorthenshe

gotinandstartedthecar,shelookedateveryone

standingbysmilingatherandburstintotearsagain

leaningoverthesteeringwheel...

Hergrandmotherwalkedoverequallyintears,she

pulledheroutofthecarandhuggedher...

Her:Whyareyoucrying?Thisistoosmall...This

mangaveyouakidney,hegaveyoulifeandwhile

goingthroughthathemadeamistakewhichyou

couldn'tforgivesoyoucanlivethrrestofyourlife

experiencingthislove...Aswegrowolderwestartto

seethatmistakesarepartofus,theydon'tchange

us...ButI'm gladyoudidwhatyousawfit...I'm sad

thatyoustillcan'tfacethismanandtellhim the

truth...Thedeepesttruththatyouwanthim back...

Poorcommunicationhasendedmanyrelationships..

WaagorataBatsile,nomancaneverspendlikethis

fornothing...Godblessyou



Iam

SherubbedAmane'stearsthenAmaneturnedto

everyoneandsmiled..

Amane:Thankyousomuch...

LelewalkedoverthenThatafollowedher,Amane

pickedThataandputherarm overLelentle's

shoulder...

Amane:Thishouseandcarmeanalottomebutits

notjustthematerialthings,it'sthesupportandcare

igetfrom thefatherofmychildren...Weagreedto

keepourthingsprivatebutijustwanttosharewith

youhowmuchilovehim...(lookingatBasi)Iwishhe

washere...okae?

Basi:Hesaidheiscoming..

Amane:Ok,iam gratefultohavesuchasupporting

partner...Iwishihadbeenstrongenoughtoaccept

thisbabysooner...ButthenhewrongedmeandI
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respondedtothat...NowI'm healedandiwantmy

familyback....iwantourfamilyexactlythewayit

wasbeforekidneyfailureinterruptedusandcaused

alltheeventsthatfollowed..Thankyouallforyour

support..(laughed)Idon'tknowwhattosaynow,i

didn'tprepareaspeech

Theyalllaughedandclappedhandsastheladies

steppedoverandhuggedher...

AtRetsile'sHouse...

Thetwinbrotherssteppedoutofthecarastheloud

musicplayed,Mmogofrownedlookingattheguys

chillingoncampchairshavingbeer...

Cousin:Preggyishere!Djreshapekafather'sday!

TheDjtappedontheZambiahitAbotchi'sHappy
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Father'sday,theguysgrabbedtheirpampersjumbo

packsanddanced,Retsilewalkedinthehouseand

cameoutwithbabycarseatjoiningtheguys...

Mmogo:(laughed)Guys?!What!

Happyfathersdaytoyou

Happyfathersdaytoyou

Happyfathersday

Toeverymanwheretheyfightforthe

responsibilities(yeah)

Happyfathersdaytoyou

Happyfathersdaytoyou

Happyfathersday

Hejoinedinanddancedastheguyshithim withthe

diapers....

AtPuleng'sHouse....
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MeanwhilePulengdrewinfrom herinhalerand

closeditasBatsilewalkedinandsatnexttoher..

Batsile:Hey...Let'sgotothehospital

Puleng:Don'tworry,I'm fine.

Batsile:Icanexplainwhathappenedoutthere..

Puleng:ThereisnothingtoexplainBatsile,youlove

yourexwifeandyouneverhiditfrom me.I'm just

disappointedthatyoucan'tseeshelovesyouonly

whenit'sconvenient...Ican'tevenfreelytalktoyou

becauseitwillsoundlikeI'm badnamingherbutlike

Isaid.Igotthemessageloudandclear.I'm done

followingyouaround...

Batsile:Iknowitoldyouiloveherbutitdidn'twork

out.Iwrongedherandshecouldn'tgetoverit,she

saidmysonisareminderofmyinfidelity.Ihave

acceptedthatformetolovemychildrenequallyi

mustmoveonwithmylifebecausewithheraslong

asmysonlivesshecan'tforgive.Shetriedbutshe
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failed...Iboughtthathousebecausemychildren

deserveit...Iwantmychildrentostaythere...I

boughtheracarbecausesheheldthefamilydown

wheniwasbroke.Sheworkedhardandsupported

thechildrenandme.Iam nowfreetomoveon

becauseI'vedoneeverythingIpromisedher,i

promisedherabighouseandacar,it'sunfortunatei

can'tbepartofitbutikeepmypromises.Ilost

someonelikeyoubefore...Partofmeknowsi

wouldn'tbehere...I'm notmakingthesamemistake

again.Ijusthadtomakesurethatmychildrenare

takencareofbeforeimoveintoanotherrelationship.

IhadtoletoutmyfeelingsandI'm gladidid...please

letmeloveyouthewayyoushouldbeloved...Iwant

tofeellovedandappreciated...It'sbeenawhile

sincesomeoneaskedmeifIateanything,it'sbeena

whilesinceawomankissedme...Iwanttohear

someonecallingmebabe...Iwantvacations,iwant

tobetoldgoodthingsbecausenobodyevertellsme

that...Ilonely...Ican'tletlovepassmeby,I've

forgivenmyselfforeverythingididinthepast....I'm

readyforahealthyrelationship...Somewhereiwon't

feellikefilth...Ijustwanttobeloved...Idon't
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rememberthelasttimeihadgoodsex...Notjustsex

butwhereyou'reconnectingwithyourpartner,

feelingthem touchyourbackandchest...Don'tgive

uponmeplease...Youbeenpatientenough...I'm

here...Ijustwantedtomakesurethatbeforeimove

inwithyoukelesabanakogosiamebecauseI'm

notabandoningthem...I'm justgettingintoa

relationshipwithawomanwhoisn'ttheirmothersoi

needtocreatethatspacebetweenyoutwountil

you'reclose.

Pulengleanedoverandhuggedhim,theytooka

deepbreathhuggingthensheslowlymovedher

headtothesideandlookedinhiseyes....

Puleng:NnakeagorataBatsileandiunderstand

thatyoubeenwithAmaneforaverylong,youboth

havechildrenwhodon'tneeddramabutyouneedto

drawtheline.Thishouseandthecarshouldbethe

lastthingsyoubuyforher.IbilethatFacebook

statussantena..
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Batsile:I'lldeleteit...Ijustwantedtomakeher

birthdayspecialandletgoofherknowingthatidid

everythingicouldtorectifymymistake.

Puleng:Ilovethatyoufeelbadforthisonemistake...

Buthonestlyyouwerenotsupposedtobepunished

likethatbecauseyouhavebeengood.Evenafterthe

mistakeyoustillbeggedher,youdidyourbestand

evenwaitedforhertotakeyouback.Itstimetobe

seriouskannaifatallwampatabecauselenna

nkasegorapeleforever,nnatotakeagorataandi

feelbadforyoubecauseithinkyoucan'tseethat

youpaidenoughforyourmistakesandyoudeserve

better.Arelationshipthatsurvivesonmoneyisnot

healthybutifthat'swhatyouwantthenyou'refree...

I'm justnotgoingtowaitforyouanymore

Batsile:BabeisaidI'm sorry...Pleasedon'tmakeme

beg..

Shesmiledandlookedaway,hetouchedherchin

andturnedheroverthenheleanedoverandsoftly

kissedher.
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Batsile:(whisperedonherlips)Takeboelekwale

andwrapupeverythingthenI'llbebackhere..

Puleng:No,shegotthehouseandthecar,you're

minekeganakawena.

Shestoodupandpulleddownhergownthenshe

stoodbetweenhislegsashelookedupather,she

pushedhim downandsatonhiszipperkissingher

asheheldherwaist.....

AttheSuburb...

LaterthatnightBasisteppedasidedialinghis

brother...

Female:Hello?
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Basilookedatthescreenjusttomakesurehedialed

Batsile..

Basi:Yes?Whoisthis?

Puleng:MynameisPuleng.Batsileorobetse.

Basi:You'rethepilotgirl?

Puleng:Eerra

Basi:Hebanna,sowhat'sgoingon?Areyouguys

dating?Youknowhethrewapartyfor-

Puleng:ForAmaneyes,pleaseenjoyitbuthewon't

makeit.Ineedhim inmybed..

Basi:Don'tbreakmylittlebrother'sdick,yousound

aggressive.

Puleng:(laughed)Bathong!

Basi:(laughed)Seriously,yousoundtoostrongfor

him...Youremindmeofsomeone.

Puleng:KebatagobonaAmandaogobuiwangka

ene.
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Basi:(laughed)OgoboleletsekaAmanda?Laiteee

utulebothitostraight...Ithoughtheisreconciling

withher.GaooffendedaboutoutFacebookposts

right?Wedidn'tknowheactuallywentaheadwith

you.Hementionedyouacoupleoftimeslegorehe

wantstomoveonbuthewasn'tsure.Gorayagore

omokgonne

Puleng:(laughed)Aesenkgolegeng.

Basi:(laughed)Ok,sharp...

Hehungupandsighedindisbelief...

Basi:(baffled)Ok?

HewalkedbacktothepartyasAmanewalkedover

tohim..

Amane:Hi,haveyoutalkedtohim?Ketshabago

letsabecauseit'snotlikeheowesmean
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explanation...Notthatidon'tappreciatehisgifts...I

do..ButI'dliketoseehowtherestofthenightgoes.

Basi:Idon'tthinkheiscomingback,enjoytheparty

andcallhim tomorrowmorning.Hewillexplain...

Otherwiseyoulookbeautiful,enjoyyournight.Do

youhaveaboyfriend?

Amane:No,ithoughteveryoneknowsIdon'thave

that...Whyareyouasking?

Basi:Iwasjustcurious.TalktoBatmaninthe

morning.

Amane:ButheisOK?Nothingbadhappenedtohim?

Basi:Heisfine.

Amane:Ok..

Sheturnedaroundandsmiledattheladiesasthey

madeacircleanddanced...

AtPuleng'sHouse...
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ThenextmorningBatsileopenedhiseyesand

yawnedlookingatPulengassheputonherpants

andsneakers,sheputonhervestandaFridayflight

scenerykhakishirtwhichsheleftunbuttonedand

tiedaroundherwaist...Shepickedacapandputit

overherlongbraidedhairandsmiled...

Puleng:Goodmorning...Ihaveasomethingiwant

youtosee...haveyoueverseenMaunfrom above?

Batsilegotupandsmiledlookingather...

Batsile:No..

Puleng:Good,getintheshowersowecango.

Batsile:Howmuchisit?

Puleng:Itookcareofit,I'llbeyourpilottoosir...
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Batsilesmiledandgotupthenhewalkedinthe

bathroom wherehetookabathandputonhis

clothes...

Batsile:Weshouldgrabbreakfast,I'm hungry.

Puleng:Thereisarestaurantattheairport..Bythe

waybigbrocalledlastnightandItoldhim you're

sleeping.

Batsile:Shit,heisgoingtokillme

Puleng:Heisactuallycool..Whywouldanyonebe

angrywithyou?

Batsile:I'm alwaystoblame,Sheprobablywon'tbe

happywiththehouseorcartheminuteshefindsout

whyileft.Onceshecallshim tocomplainhewill

takeherside..

Puleng:Iwantyoutostopmakingassumptions

aboutpeople'sthoughts.Yourbrothersounded

genuinetome...Peopleseem tohavebeenhardon

youandyoudon'tseeiteveniftheychanged.Your

brotherwasjustcoolheevenjokedaboutit..He
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understands,don'tbetense..(laughed)Waitsesale

ojotsebogologolomothowame

Helaughedembarrassedandhuggedherthenhe

pickedherupandwalkedoutsidekissingher...

Atthesuburb...

OnthesamemorningAmanewalkeddownthe

stairstyinghergown,shestoppedatthebottom of

thestairsandlookedatthehouse...

FullyfurnishedwithahugeTV,shewalkedouttothe

backandwalkedalongthepoolthenshesatdown

anddippedherfeetinsideasshesmiledlooking

around...

ShesmiledthoughtfullyanddialedBatsilebutthere

wasnoanswerthenshereceivedthemessagefrom
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"Babe".

Babe:Hey,sorryfornotpickingidozedofflastnight,

I'llpassbyinabout3hours.Hopeyouenjoyedyour

birthdayandthegifts.Iappreciatethepeace

betweenus.Seeyoulater.

Shegotoutofthepoolandwalkedinthehouse,she

hadtodoabitofshoppingbeforehecameback...

Atthemall....

LateronAmanepulledintotheparkinglotjustas

Batsilepullednexttoherwithanotherwomaninthe

passengerseat.

Batsile'sheartskippedasheswitchedoffthecar

androlledupthewindows...
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Puleng:Otshogile?

Batsile:Ngng..

Puleng:Ok,I'lljustleavesoyoutwocantalk..

Batsile:No,don't..

Theysteppedoutofthecarandclosedthedoors

lookingatAmane.

MeanwhileAmanelockedthecarandlookedatthe

ladyhewaswith,shelookedyoungerandshewas

probablyapilotorsheworkedforFridayairlines...

Wassheperhapsworkingonherothersurprise?She

hadleantbetterthantojumpintoconclusions...She

wasprobablyorganisingsomethingforthem...

Batsile:Hi...

Amane:(smiled)Hi...

Batsile:ThisisPuleng,sheismygirlfriend...Babe

thisismyexwifeAmane.
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Puleng:(smiledandshookherhand)Nicetomeet,

andhappybelatedbirthday...Ihopeyouenjoyedlast

night.

Amane:(voicetrailedoff)Thanky...(clearedher

throat)Thankyou...

HeturnedaroundwalkingawaythenPulengheldhis

handastheywalkedintotheshop.

Amane'sjointgotcoldassheunlockedthecarand

satinforaminuteasherheartthrobbed.Shetook

outherphoneandtypedhim amessage.

Amane:Leavingmewasok,peopleleavemeallthe

time,I'm usedtoit.Whathurtmeishowyoumade

mefeelsodamnspecialyesterdayandthenmade

mefeelsounwantedtoday.

*

*
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Intheaircraft...

Batsilesmiledlookingdownatthedeltafrom above,

quiteasight...HeturnedandlookedatPulengas

shemanipulatedtheaircraftthenhetookouthis

phoneandrecordedher..

Heclickedonthephoneandsmiledwatchingit,the

lookonAmane'sfacewhenshesawPulengand

howhervoicetrailedoffalmostchokingonsalivahit

hard...Hewonderedhowshetook,ifshewasokor

she'dstartdrinkingagain.Wasitevenfairtoleavea

womanafter4kids?Butthenshedidn'twanthim.

Thisseemedrightyetitfeltsowrongandunfair...

Theguiltmadeitimpossibletoevenenjoythisride.

Hesighedandturnedhisheadlookingdown...
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AttheSuburb..

Amaneparkedinthegarageandsighedsittinginthe

car.Perhapssheshouldn'thavesentthatmessage...

Shesoundedtoodesperate...Likeshedidn'tknow

howmuchthisidiotlovedher.Shepickedherphone

andtriedtodeletethemessagebutitwastoolate,

shedidn'thavetheoptiontodeletethemessage.

Shesighednowanxiouslywaitingforhisreply..Did

shehavetowaitthough?Shetypedanother

message...

Amane:Itypedthatwithlotsofemotions.Ididn't

havetimetothink.Youandihavebeenthroughalot

thepastcoupleofyears,webothdeservehappiness

evenifit'swithotherpeople.I'm happyforyou,

Pulengisbeautiful.

Itfeltlikesucharelieftosendthatmessage.She

steppedoutandclosedthedoorthenshelookedat

hergarageagain...Howmanywomenreallygetabig
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houseandnewcarfrom theirbabydaddies...This

wasdefinitelyacompensationforthesleepless

nightsofhavingtodealwithhischeating...

Shewalkedinthelivingroom andslowlywalked

alongthestairs,whatabeautifulhouseforher

children...Babydaddydidhispartforhiskids,howit

washerturntoturnthishouseintoasweethome.

Shewalkedinthebedroom andsatdownputtingher

carkeysdownthenshewalkedtothemirrorand

lookedatherself..

Hedidallthegoodthingsbuthemesseditupby

cheating,theworstkindofcheatingthatbroughta

child..therewasnoneedtofeelguilty...She

respondedthewayanynormalwomanwouldhave...

Divorce...whydiditfeelsowrong?Wasitbecause

nobodyunderstoodhersituationorreasonfor

divorcing?
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Shetookanotherdeepbreathstaringatherself

slowlysuckinginthatmotivation.Thislookedlike

justfearofunknown...ofcourseitwillbehardtosee

him moveonbuthewasstilltreatinghergoodand

thatwasallsheneededinacoparentingpartner...

Herphonerangthenshepicked..

Amane:Hello?...Eerra..Noproblem...Noijustneed

youtomoveallthosetothenewhouse.Thankyou,

bye

Shehungupandtookadeepbreaththenshesighed

lookingatthetime,itwasonlyafewminutesaway

from hergym session....Butshehadtounwrapa

fewgiftsbeforethat..Shesmiledandpickedafew

boxessittingonthebed...

AtAmanda'sHouse...
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MeanwhileAmandaknockedonofficeandwalkedin

holdingtwocupsofcoffee,sheplacedoneonhis

tablethenshewalkedtowardshertableandsat

down.

Leruo:Thanks

Amanda:Sure

Sittingontheothersideofofficetypingonthe

computershefoundherselfwonderingonceagain,..

Amanda:DoyoustilldenyhavingsexwithBree

Leruopausedtypingandlookedather...

Leruo:Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Amanda:(shrugged)Random thought...
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Leruo:Ididn'tsleepwithher

Amanda:Doyourememberhowyouburnedme?I

stillhavethescarstoshowforbofebejole..

Leruo:Whereisallthesecomingfrom?

Amanda:AwaregawarobalaBoritini??...Eekana

nnyaa!

Leruo:Babeplease...Therehasn'tbeencheatingin

awhile.

Amanda:Doesn'tmatter...It'sonlyfairtoapologise

tomeifyousleptwithher.Itstheleastyoucando.

Leruo:Ididn't

Amanda:Ok...

Sheletafewminutespasswhilehewastense

waitingfortheargumentuntilhenoticeditwas

indeedover.Heturnedbacktohiscomputerand

carriedontyping...

Amandapickedhercupofcoffeeandstoodupthen
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shewalkedouthumming.Shewalkedinthekitchen

whereshegrabbedtheelectrickettleandputhalf

thewaterthenshewalkedout...

MeanwhileintheofficeLeruocompletedhistender

documentandemailed,Amandawalkedinwitha

kettleofwaterandputitonthefloorbythesocket

betweentheirofficesthenshepluggeditandsaton

hertablelookingathim...

Amanda:Papiwee?Lebakwano..

Leruolookedattheboilingkettlethenhelookedat

Amandacalmlysittingonherdeskstaringathim..

Leruo:Mma?

Amanda:letmelockthedoor.Idon'twantthekids

togasegelwakemadiakgoga...
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Hisheartpoundedasheclosedthelaptopand

swallowedstandingup.Amandalockedthedoor

andputthekeysinherpocket...

Amanda:Didyouhavesexwithherattheairportor

not?Youknowwhenawomanasksaquestionshe

alreadyknowstheanswerright?Sheisjustaskingto

seeifyou'reworthforgivingornotandthatdepends

onhowtruthfullyandremorsefulyou're...Didyouor

doyounotsleepwithBritney?

Leruo:Babe...(swallowed)Didshesayithappened?

Amanda:Ok,youthinkI'm stupid...I'm pouringthis

onyourdick...Kootengyoudidn'thearaboutme...

Thewaterboiledandthekettleswitchedoff,she

pickedthekettlethenLeruosteppedback...

Leruo:Babeyou'rescaringme....Iusedtobe

immaturebutnowI'm agoodhusband..
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Amanda:Didyousleepwithher?

Leruo:IfeellikeifIsayyesyou'llburnmeforreal

Amanda:Soyouthinkifyoukeeplyingiwon't.

Sheopenedthelidandthestem flewout...

Leruo:Idid...I'm sorry...Pleaseputitdownbeforeit

spillsonyouoryouactuallyhurtme.Iused

protectionandileftwiththecondom becauseiknew

shewashittingonacoupleofmarriedguysprobably

lookingforamoneybag.I'm sorry...Pleaseput

downthekettle...

Amandalookedathim holdingthekettleandputit

down...

Amanda:IhopeithealedyoukaTshepo.Itseems

youwantedtosettlescores.IfyoucheatagainI'm

goingtosleepwithyourfatherandmakeyoumy



Iam

stepson.I'm notjokingtoo...

AtPuleng'shouse...

Batsilewaiteduntilshewasinsidethenhegaveher

athumbsupanddroveoff.Heglancedatthetime

andknewwhereAmanewas....Heclickedonthe

videosfrom lastnightandwatchedAmane's

words....Hesloweddownatthetrafficlightsand

noticedacommentfrom anaccountbythename

Tshepo.

"'Tshepo'": Iwasavictim ofthisshit,shewouldn't

evenhavesexwithmemmeareomovaon.One

timesheledmetoapolicestationjustbecausei

followedhertohishousethinkingI'm inlove.

Neverdateababymama.Nohate,I'm healed.
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AttheGym...

MeanwhileAmaneandothergym membersdidtheir

aerobicsuniformlyasthemusicplayed.They

completedandgrabbedtheirtowels...

Shewipedherneckandsighedwalkingtowardsher

locker,sheopenedandgrabbedabottleofwater

drinking.Someoneblockedherfrom behindandshe

smiledtouchinghim...

Amane:Alex?Isityou?

Helaughedandletgoassheturnedaround

laughing...

Alex:Hi

Amane:Hi
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Alex:I'm stillwaitingforyoutotakeoffyourringso

wecanhavedrinksinWindhoek.

Amane:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyoumakeit

seem likeit'sjustadrivedowntown.

Alex:(laughed)Wenaoakanyathata...Doyouwant

tohavedrinksinahotelsomewhereinWindhoekor

not?Wecanevengohaveadrinksomewherein

Gauteng.

Batsilesteppedinandlookedaroundthenshe

spottedherstandingbythelockersattheendofthe

room whilesomeguystoodinfrontofher,she

smiledandslowlyremovedherring,hesmiledand

huggedher.Amane'seyesmetBatsile'sashestood

staringatthem,sheletgoofAlexandsighed..Alex

turnedaroundandlookedatBatsile.

Batsilesmiledabitandgreetedhim withacasual

saluteonthesideofhisheadwithtwofingers...Alex

smiledbackandsalutedthenhewalkedaway.
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AmanegotherbagandwalkedoverasBatsile

lookedather,atleastshewasok...Itwassucha

relief...ThankGodshewasok..

Batsile:Hi,sorryforjustpoppingup.Thereis

somethingweneedtotalkaboutsinceyou're

movinginwiththekids.

Amane:Yeah,iknowthereisalottotalkabout.

Hegotherbagandtheywalkedoutofthebuilding

quietly...

Amane:Pulengisbeautiful,goodeye

Batsile:Thanks,whowasthat?

Amane:Alex,heisagoodguy...Ihaveacrushon

him..
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Batsilelookeddownquietlythenhesighedand

clearedhisthroat..

Batsile:Isawitinyoureyes..

Theygotinthecarandsatdownquietly...

*

*

*

*

*
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Inthecar...

Batsile:Igotyourmessages.

Amane:Likeisaid,iappreciatethehouseandthe

car...Ijustthoughtwearegettingbacktogether

becauseidon'texpectanymanwhohasintentions

tomoveonwithanotherwomantodothatfor

anotherwoman.Itdoesn'tmakesense,pleasemake

meunderstandwhathappened...Thereisnoway

youboughtmethathouseforanothermantolivein.

Batsile:I'lljustbehonestwithyoubecauseihave

nothingtolosenow.

Amane:yousee...Thatkindofthingiswhyweare

here...Youhavetoalwaysbehonestwithout

expectingmetobeangryorleave.Wearetoooldto

beafraidofeachother...
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Batsile:Ifwearewhyhaven'tyoutoldmeyouwant

meallalong?I'm amanyesbutialsowanttofeel

needed...Itwouldn'thavekilledyoutojustgetme

becauseyouknewihavebeenfightingforyoueven

beforethedivorce.IloveyouandIwillalwayslove

youbutasmuchasIloveyouanddidallthegood

thingsforyou...Icheatedabekedirabomatakedira

ngwana,achildthatmakesithardtoforget.Iam at

apointwhereifeellikeyou'llneverfullygetover

this...Notthatyou'reabadpersonbutbecausethe

painistoomuchforyou.Thethingwithmeisthat...

Eventhoughwearenottogether,I'llstillloveyou...

I'llstillwishyouhappybirthdaysandhelpyouwith

anythingyouwantbecauseidestroyedourfamily

notyou.Youwerejustsickandifuckedup.I'm done

feelingentitledgorebecauseihelpedyougeta

kidneyideserveforgivenessorpityno,I'm overthat.

IboughtthishousebecauseiloveyouandIwant

youtolivebetter,yesapartofmewaskindleaning

towardsusgettingbacktogetherbutididn'tthink

you'dagree.Seeingyourvideobrokemyheart

becausenowpartofmeetswapelogapegorewhat

ifwearetrulygoingtobehappybutthenagain



Iam

Thataisstillhere...Wecan'tignorehispresence.

Totannaiwashopefulwhenhewasoverseasbut

nowheishereandiknowwecan'tbeahappyfamily.

Itsimpossibleesengngwanaadirilwekobonyatsing

evenifyouwantedtopeoplewillkeeptalkinguntil

theygettoyou.Ithinkitorturedyouenoughby

expectingthat..Thehousemayseem likean

emotionaltrapbutit'snot,it'sanappreciationanda

giftforyouandmychildren.Itdoesn'tmatterwho

marriesyoufrom nowonyouknowifitdoesn'twork

outyouhaveahome.

Amane:It'snotthehousethatmademewantyou

back,ithinkineededtostepawayfrom allthese

thingstoseethingsfrom adifferentangle.Iam at

peacewithThata...Hespentdaysatmyhouseand

heisjustawesome....IloveyouandIwantedusto

tryitbutbecausethereisPulengidon'twanta

repeatofAmanda.SheseemstoloveyousoI'llstep

back...Ijustdon'twantanyfights.Idon'thavethat

strength

Batsile:Isawacommentearlieronfacebook,i
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suspectit'sMogogibecauseyoutoldmeyou

reportedhim butididn'tbelieveyou.Assumptions

arebadwaitse...Ithoughtyousleptwithhim.

Hesighedandleanedback...

Amane:(sighed)You'rethelastpersonihadsex

with..

Heturnedlookingatherandsmiled...

Batsile:Icanonlyimagine!

Theylaughed...

Amane:Thanksforbeingopenthough,thatguyis

Alex...Hewantstotakemeoutsoisaidyes

becauseineedtoclearmyhead...
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Batsile:Iunderstand...LennaigavePulenga

chancemainlybecauseimissbeingloved,I'm lonely

andihaven'thadsexinawhile.Ijustmissthat

momentofromance..

Amane:Mmegonemaybethisisforthebest..

Maybewearejustafraidtomoveon.Imeanit's

been3yearsnowandwehaven'tmovedonor

progressed.

Batsile:Yeah,aboutthekidsgorayagoreI'llbe

stayingwithThatawhileyoustaywiththefour?

Amane:YeskanaoleseThataannehelabecause

Breesaysshe'lltakehim afteramonthofsettling

down.

Batsile:You'llstaywithhim?

Amane:Yes,idon'tthinkyoustayingwithhim alone

willwork.It'sjustamonthanyways,ifittakeslonger

forBreetosettleinandworkonherpapersitwon't

bemorethan3months.

Batsile:Idon'tknowwhattosaynow...Isn'titironic

thatthereasonwedivorcedisbecauseofThataand

nowheisnoteventheproblem..
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Amane:Yeah...Crazy.AnywaysBonnoanditalked

abouthelpingoutwhenthechildrenmove.She

agreed

Batsile:(sighed)Ok,whenisshecomingbackkana

santseaenjoyadildo?

Amane:(laughedandsmackedhim)Don'tjudgeher!

Batsile:(laughed)I'm not...Butdon'tyouwonder

howtheyhavesexwithoutdicks?

Amane:(laughed)Theyprobablymasterbateeachor

something...Stopthinkingaboutit.

Theylaughedashelookedinhereyesandsmiled..

Batsile:I'm sorryfordestroyingourfamilyand

hurtingyou.Itdoesn'tmatterhowmuchispenton

youihadnoright...Andifiknewispentsomuchi

shouldhavebeenmorecarefulknowingcheating

wasnotworthit.

Amane:(smiled)It'sok,itwas3yearsagoandnot

oncehaveyoueverconsideredgoingbacktoBree
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sototaneotsietsegile.Ithappensitsunfortunatea

babycameoutofit.

Batsile:IhopethisAlexguytreatsyougood...Iwant

youtobehappy,youdeserveit.

Theysmiledandhuggedeachotherforover5

minutes,hetookadeepbreathandleanedback

beforetouchingherchinstaringinhereyes.

Batsile:Itwasabeautifulcomingfrom yourheart...

I'm verysorryforhurtingyou.I'llneverstop

apologisingevenonthedayofyourweddingday.

Amane:Iforgaveyouthough.Don'tworry.

Batsile:man!Todaywetalkedabouteverythingakerr?

Amane:Yeah...Ievenfeelbetter,sadandbetterat

thesametime

Batsile:Nnakehappythatyouconsideredme,I'm

happyiwaswrongaboutyouconcerningMogogi

andThata...I'm sadthatIexpectyoutojustforgive

me...Idon'tevenknowifitmakessense.
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Hisphonerangthenhelookedatthescreen..

Batsile:It'sPuleng,letmegosoicantalktoheron

theway.Gakeyegolalakogoenekeyalapeng

Amane:(laughed)Don'texplainyourself..It'sok,

evenifyougosleepwithher.Nnakeyabaneng.

Batsile:Alright..ThankyoufortakinginThata.

Amane:Sure.

Theyleanedoverhuggingoneanotherthenhe

steppedoutandwalkedtowardshiscar.

MeanwhileAmanestartedthecaranddroveoffas

herphonerang...

Amane:Hello?

Alex:Heybeautiful..Howareyou?
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Amane:I'm good

Alex:SowearegoingtoWindhoekright?Doyou

haveapassport?

Amane:Yes.Ihaveit

Alex:Shouldibookustheticketstomorrow?

Amane:Ibarelyknowyou,howaboutwegoon

severaldatesbeforewegothatfar.

Alex:Idon'twantourfirstdatetobeordinary,what

doyouwanttoknowaboutme?

Amane:Whereyouwork?Ialwaysseeyouwith

thoseNigerianguysandthosewhitemenwith

tattoos,whatdoyoudo?

Alex:TheNigerianguysaremybusinesspartners,

wesellcars,weordercarsinSouthAfricaatacheap

priceandsellwithinterestinBotswana.Thewhite

guysusedtobemyclients.Iwastravellingagent

helpingpeopletravelaroundtheworld.

Amane:Thisexplainswhyyouchangenicecars

everyday.

Alex:Icangetyouacarwhenwecomebackfrom
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Windhoek,

Amane:Ialreadyhaveanewcar,

Alex:Ohok,soshouldibookourtickets?

Amane:Letmethinkaboutit..

Alex:Pleasejustsayyes...You'readivorcee...Why

dowomenalwaysfindithardtomoveon...Thisguy

cheatedonyouandtreatedyoulikedirt.Nowheis

followingyouaround...Don'tgivein...Don'teventell

anyoneyou'recomingwithmebecausetheywill

discourageyou.Wewilltellpeopleaboutour

relationshipifthingsgetserious.

Amane:YeahOK...Letmesortoutthechildrenand

maidbeforewecango.

Alex:Don'ttellyourexhusband

Amane:Don'tworryheisfinewithus.Heisnot

jealous.

Alex:Becausehedoesn'tknowI'm takingyouout,

it'snaturaltobejealous...Kanaevenyourfriendsare

marriedtohisbrotherssoit'sbestyoujustkeepit

betweenus..Atleastyou'lltellthem whileyou're
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thereshowingthem picturesofyourselfonthe

beachandall.

Amane:(smiled)Ok,bye

Alex:Bye..

Shehungupanddroveoff...

AtPuleng'sHouse...

LaterthatnightPulengsatonthebucketsteaming

herkukuwhiletalkingtohersisteronvideocall...

Her:(laughed)ObaakanyetsaeneBatsile?

Puleng:(laughed)Yes...

Her:Youknowhedoesn'tloveyouright?

Puleng:Don'tstart.

Her:Anditssadbecauseheishonestwithyou,he

publiclyconfessedhisloveforheronsocialmedia...

Evenwithyouhetellsyouhecametoyoubecause



Iam

hiswifeisn'tacceptinghisson.Nowsheclearly

acceptedthechildandwantstoforgivehim,doyou

stillthinkitsagoodidea?

Puleng:Ilovehim,hewillgetoverher

Her:Ok,mosadigaainamannaka,kesetswanagase

nna.Haveyoutoldhim youwantachild?

Puleng:Wewilltalkaboutsuchthingslater

Her:Theseareimportanttopicstodiscusswhena

relationshipstarttoavoidgettingtrappedinabad

situation.Yousaidyouwantachildbeforetheend

oftheyear,talktohim andhearhisthoughts.

Therewasaknockonthedoor..

Puleng:Ihavetogo,iinvitedhim oversowecan

hangoutbeforeheleavesforbed.

Her:Ok,nanabye

Puleng:Bye
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Shehungupandcleanedherselfupthenshe

emptiedthebasketandputonsomepyjamasbefore

openingthedoor.

Batsilesmiledandkissedherbeforesteppingin

thensheclosedthedoor.

Puleng:Haveaseat..

Hesatdownthenshesatonhislapfacinghim and

kissedhim..

Puleng:CanIaskyouaquestion?

Batsile:Yeah

Puleng:Whatfuturedoyouseeforus?

Batsile:Iseeustravellingaround,roadtrips,lotsof

sexandjustlovingeachother..

Puleng:Whataboutmarriageandchildren?Willthat
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beonthetablesomeday?

Batsile:Idon'twantchildren,banakestressthat's

whyilikeyoubecauseyou'remoreintoyourcareer

thanhavingkids.Asformarriage...Idon'tknow

maybeI'dconsideritmmeeleoutofproperty

becauseihavechildren.

Puleng:Iwantchildren,at3...I'm 36soidon'thave

muchtime.Ispenttimefocusingonschoolandmy

job...Mybiologicalclockisticking

Batsile:Ihave5children,thatmeanseightin

total...that'stoomuch.Gapennakekgotse

bananyanatota...Thatstageathakolwa,alela

masigoandjustgobayabotsetsi...I'm overthat...

I'm toooldtobehavingkidsbecauseIwouldn'tbe

excitedbypregnancy.

Puleng:Can'tyoucompromiseto2atleast?

Batsile:Whycan'twetakemychildrenifitsabout

havingchildren?

Puleng:Areyoumad?I'm notstayingwithyour

children.I'm notthattype...Ineedachildofmyown.
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Batsile:Nnakelapilekebana.I'm notevenrich,what

aretheygoingtoinherit?Gapeialreadyhave

childrenfrom 2womenican'taddthe3rdone.Why

resajolehelagosenabananemma?Ithought

you'reacareerdrivenwomanwhowantstotravel

andhavefun.

Puleng:Doyouknowthatmysisterfirstbornis

marriedandshehas2adorablekids?

Batsile:Ifeellikeyou'reputtingmeunderpressure.

Isitevenhealthytodiscusschildrenandmarriage

afterourfirstdate?Isthatfair?

Puleng:(gotoffhim)Ididn'tthinkyou'rethisbroken

Heleanedupandsighedlookingather...

Batsile:Can'twediscusschildrenandmarriagenext

year?Wehaven'tevenstarteddating..Whatifiwarm

uptotheideaontheway?

Puleng:Whatifyouneverdo?Youjusthavetoknow

now.
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Batsile:Nnagakebatepregnancy,totaibilenka

boregahaokaimabeforekediraVasectomyin

October.

Puleng:You'rescheduledforvasectomyinOctober?

Batsile:Yes

Puleng:Haveyoustoredyoursemen?

Batsile:Iwon'teverneedit.Whydowehavetospoil

ourrelationshipwithmorechildren?Can'tyou

understandmysituation?Ihave5children,I'm

strugglingkabanabecauseI'm notwiththeir

mothers.Gapeelegoregaoreyouwantonlyyour

kidswhatdoyoumean?Mychildrenwon'tvisitmy

house?Ofcoursetheywillbewiththeirmothersbut

theymustcometomyhousetooregardlesswhoI'm

with

Puleng:Childrenmuststaywiththeirmothers.Tota

leyonevisitingwillbedifficultyabanababatona

jaanabecausetheirmotherssendthem tospyon

people'smarriages...youcanmeetyourchildrenat

themallandtakethem outforshoppingabeba

boelalapeng.Childrendon'tneedtobeskipping
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betweenhomes..Theymuststaywiththeirmothers.

Idon'twantbabymamadramaosapotelakoo

Batsile:Thatammagweotsenasekolo,whatwould

yousuggestido?

Puleng:Givehim toyourauntorsomeonebecauseI

wouldn'tsayI'llstaywithhim...Ijustdon'twanta

situationwhereistaywithotherwomen'schildren.I

wantaproperfamily.

Batsile:I'm willingtocompromiseandhave1more

childbutyagoreonceI'm withyoumychildrenwon't

cometomyhouseistoomuch.Igrewupkesa

kgonegoetelapapabecausehisgirlfrienddidn't

wantkids.Youhavetoacceptmychildrenandknow

thatthereisapossibilitythatwhentheirmother's

housesaren'tdoingwelltheymightcometome.

AmanegaabitterleeneBreegaabittertheynever

fightsoyoumustacceptmychildrenkanarelese

helaoncebecauseican'tbewithsomeonewho

doesn'twantmychildrentovisitwhereIstay.

Shesighedandsatontheothersideofthecouch
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quietlywatchingTV,Batsilesatthereforawhile

withoutsayinganythingthenhetookouthisphone

andplayedagame...

Batsile:Whathaveyoudecided?Ineedyouto

communicatewithmerebonegoreredirajang.

About5minutespassedwhileshewasstaringatthe

TV...

Puleng:I'llacceptthechildren,howsooncanwe

starttryingforababy?

Batsile:Babewehaven'tevenbeendatingforover

24hourscan'twedothisnextyear?

Puleng:Idon'thavetime,I'm runningoutoftime.I

don'twanttohavekidskelebo40.Howsooncan

wetry?

*

*



Iam

#199

AtPuleng'sHouse...

Batsile:I'm notreadyforanotherchild,mylastborn

canbarelytalkandweliterallyjuststartedseeing

eachother....Idon'tevenknowifI'm comfortable

withyourfeelingsaboutstepchildren.Igetafeeling

youtrulydon'tlikestepchildrenandyou'rethetype

towantthem outofyourfamily.Whichisnotwrong...

Weallhavepreferencesbutiam afatherof5,my

childrenaremyresponsibility.Thata'smotheris

gone,thatmeansheisonme.IfIhadamotherI'd

askhertohelpmethenyouandicanstaytogether

peacefully...Theother4lebonetheyhaveamother

eebutsheisabusinesswomanandsometimesi

havetostepupwhenherbusinessisbusy.Youneed

tounderstandthekindofafatheriam tounderstand

mysituation...Otherguyscanaffordtosendtheir

childrenawaytorelativesbutnotme...Iplaywithmy
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kids,wedohomeworkandjuststayclosesoican't

picturehowI'llrelatewiththem withyouinthe

pictureifyoucan'tstandthem.Thisiswhyother

womendon'twantmenwithchildrenbecauseit

needsaspecialkindofhearttoacceptamanwho

haschildren.

Puleng:Allthatandyoustillfailedtoletmeknow

whenwecantryhavingachild.Thisrelationship

isn'taboutyou...Soyouwantmetobeanold

womanwhowon'thavechildren?Iam notgoingto

takecareofThatabecauseihaveajob

Batsile:You'remakingitseem likeisaidiwanta

womanwhowillplaymommytomychildren.Iwant

awomanwhowillrespectmychildren'spresence

whereistay.IhaveahouseandIcanaffordananny

eventhemotherofmychildrendon'tliftafingerto

cookandtakecareofthem.Wehaveagoodhelper

wehavebeenwithforyearsnow.Myownbaby

mamasdon'tbreaktheirbackformychildren.Ipay

someoneforthat.Ijustneedyoutorespectthati

wantmychildrenclose.
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Puleng:Whatmakesyouthinkanywomanwould

loveyourkids?Thisiswhystepmotherswaituntil

they'remarriedtokickyallkidsout.Youmustknow

thatonceyouandthemotherpartwaysthose

childrenwillnotbelonganywhere.Ifshegetsaman

hewon'tlovethem all...Icertainlywon'tlovethem all.

Batsile:ThenI'm notreadyforacommitted

relationship.I'dratherstaywithmychildren,visitmy

girlfriendatherhousethengobackhometomykids.

Totalemarriageanongnkareketaachaisa.Ketaa

nyalabasenagogolabaseohathokogame...Tata

bannyadisa.

Puleng:Whatareyousaying?

Batsile:Wedon'tmatch,ithinkmytypeisawoman

withchildrenaheditsegotshola...Thereareso

manybabymama'saroundwhohavewalkedoutof

unfavourablerelationships.Gobatabonebaosowe

canbringourchildrentogetherandraisethem

becauseiam capableoflovinganotherman'schild

likethey'remine.Nnaifyouhadachildbynow

nkabeantwaetse,that'sjustwhoiam soibelieve

thereisasinglemotheroutthereforme.Perhapsle
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wenayoumustexploreyouroptionsandfinda

singleguywithoutkids.

Puleng:Youneverlovedmeanyways,I'm theone

whofollowedyouaround...You'renotevenmaking

aneffort.

Shegotupandwalkedtowardsthedoorwhereshe

openeditandheldherhipswaiting...

Batsile:Wedon'thavetoendthingslikethis

Puleng:Justgo,youdon'twantchildrenmost

probablybecauseyoudecidedtohavechildrenlike

theywererunningoutofafactory.Youwon'tfind

anyonethatwillacceptyouwith5kids.

Batsilestoodupandwalkedoutthenheturned

aroundlookingather...

Batsile:Youflysomuchyouendupmissingout
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what'sgoingontheground.I'm sureifI'm patient

enoughI'llmeetasinglemotherof2,3,4oreven5.Di

babymamaditengtholarebabonaonfacebook.

Gakenosioketshotsengearly.I'm notinahurryI'm

sureI'llmeetasinglemotherandwewillblendour

childrengonnamonate,nnathat'swhynnekesago

batebecauseiknowmytypesaresinglemothers.I

refusetoleavemychildrenbehindtobehappywith

someonewhoisn'tcomfortablewiththem.Agobata

bafabababalathilengbana.Baoboneibileyoudon't

needtoaskthem,theyjustloveyouandabandon

theirchildren.

Puleng:Ikgomotseifitmakesyoufeelbetter,trust

methenumberofyourchildrenwillalwaysturn

womenoff.Iwasdoingyouafavour.Goodnight.

Sheclosedthedooronhisfacethenheturned

aroundandwalkedbacktothecar...

AtAmane'sHouse...
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ThenextmorningAmaneturnedaroundandsighed

lyingonherbed,shelookedatherhouseand

smiled...Thiswasthelife...Herphonerangthenshe

lookedatthescreen...Itwasthedoctor,herheart

skippedthenshepicked...

Amane:Hello?

Doctor:Hi,longtime

Amane:Hi

Doctor:I'm justcallingtocheckonyouandseehow

you'redoing.

Amane:Oh,I'm good.Ipanickedthinkingsomething

iswrongwithme

Doctor:(laughed)No,notatall.Thereisafamilyfun

dayatWilliamsHotel,I'm takingmydaughtersthere,

they're9nd6,maybeyoushouldbringyourkids.My

treat

AmaneslowlysatupthenAlex'scallcamethrough..
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Doctor:Mma?

Amane:Whereistheirmother?

Doctor:(laughed)Gorayagoregaoreetse,wheni

toldyouwhyyoushouldgetcounsellingitoldyoui

lostalovedonetodepression.Shecommitted

suicidebecauseshecouldn'tacceptvitiligo.

Amane:Irememberthat..Nakoyatengiwastoo

depressedtoevenmakesenseofanything.

Doctor:Yeah...Sowhatdoyouthink?

Amane:Canithinkaboutit?

Doctor:Ok,I'm sorrytoaskthis...I'm justcurious

andidon'twanttosteponanyone'stoes,areyouin

arelationshipwithanyone?

Amane:It'scomplicated...Thereissomeonewho

wantsmebutwehaven'thadachancetogether.

Doctor:Moleseotseyenna

Amane:(laughed)Letmethinkaboutit.

Doctor:Ok,butweshouldreallydothefamilyfun
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daythingy,iknowchildrenenjoythose.(smiled)Do

youknowmyfirstnane?

Amane:(laughed)KegobitsaDrMothudi

Doctor:KebitswaTiroyaone

Amane:Tyro

Doctor:(laughed)Yes...

Amane:I'lltalktoyouonceI'vethoughtaboutit

becauseihadplansforthisweekend.I'm supposed

togotoWindhoekbutitsonlyfor2daysabekeboa.

Tyro:Alright,gorayagoreweareonforthefamily

funday

Amane:(laughed)Iwanttoseehowitgoesthere,

whetherI'm goingtoseeyouornotdependsonhow

ifeelwhenicomeback.I'lltalktoyou.(smiled)Mme

itwillbeinterestingtotakethekidsouttoplay...

Tyro:Alright,bye

Shehungupandsighedsittingontheedgeofthe

bedthenAlexcalledagain...
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Amane:Hello?

Alex:Goodmorningbabe...Idecidedtojustbookthe

flights..

Amane:Butididn'tconfirm

Alex:Iknow...I'm sorry...Icouldn'twait..Flightsto

windhoekdon'tleaveeveryday...Youknowhowair

Botswanaoperates.Wewillhavetoleave

tomorrow...I'llsendyouthehotelwearegoingto

checkintoandalltheplaceswewillvisit...Letme

knowifyouwanttoaddanything.

Amane:Ok,I'llletyouknow

Shehungupandreceivedlinksofbeautifulplacesin

Windhoek...

ShedialedBatsile...

Batsile:Hello?
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Amane:I'm leavingforWindhoek,doyoumind

havingthekidsuntilicomeback?

Batsile:Noproblem,wagodirang?

Amane:I'm goingoutwithAlex

Batsile:Whyagoisakgakalajaana,kanantselejola?

Amane:Let'snotbejealous,pleasedon'tdothat..I

don'tsaynegativethingsaboutPuleng.

Batsile:Ok,you'reright.Whatarehisnames?Ke

batamainaagagweinfulllegoreoberekakae.

Amane:Ididn'tdothatkaPuleng.

Batsile:Whyobatagotoladibodaralemothoosa

moitse...

Amane:Stopcontrollingmylife.PleaserespectAlex

thesamewayirespectPuleng.Stayoutofmy

privatelife,let'srespecteachother.Whyobatago

mborisarelationshipbyimplyingthatAlexis

dangerous.Let'ssticktocoparenting.

Shehungupandsighed...
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Atthemall...

Batsilewalkedintheshopandputthecarkeysinhis

pocketashewalkedtowardswomen'ssection

whereAmanewasholdingashoppingbasket

lookingatanewpairoflingerie...

Batsile:Hi

Amane:(lookingatthepanties)Hi

Batsile:(grabbedherarm andturnedheraround)

Lookatme...

Shesighedandturnedaroundlookingathim..

Amane:Whatdoyouwant?
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Batsile:Onceyou'velivedwithsomeoneforsolong

youendupknowingtheirweaknesses.Oneofyour

manyweaknessesisseeingthebestineveryone,we

talkedlastnightandfrom whatyousaidyoudon't

knowthisguy.Heisyourcrush...What'shis

surname?

Amane:Ifeellikeyou'retryingtocontrolme,which

istypicalofmen...Idon'tcontrolyoukaPuleng.Let

medowhatiseefit.

Batsile:ifyoukeepmakingdecisionslikethisI'll

nevertrustyouwithmychildren.Everythingidofor

youidoitbecauseicare,I'm notjealousandwhen

I'm reallyjealousI'm abletocontrolmyself.That's

onethingyoumustlearnaboutme...Everythingido

andsayisbecauseicare...Idon'tmindyoudating

andgoingtohishousebutyoucan'tflytoanother

countrywithastranger...Acountrythathasan

ocean,you'llbeshippedtoanywhereintheworldor

maybeheisnotevengoingtoNamibia,heisjust

usingthenameNamibiabecauseitsoneofthe

peacefulcountriesandyouwon'tfeelanythreat

goingthere.
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Amanereluctantlyputdownthebasketandsighed

brushingherhairback.Batsilelookedinhereyes

andsighedworriedly.

Batsile:I'm notsayingyoushouldn'tgo,canijust

meettheguyifthat'stoomuchthencanihavehis

namesandwhereheworks.Ifheisinnocenthe

won'tmindmeknowing...

Shesighedreluctantly...

Batsile:Youlosenothingbygivingmehisnames.I

promiseidon'tmindyougoing...Lookatme...

Heheldbothofherhandsandlookedrightinher

eyes...

Batsile:Doyoutrustme?
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Amane:Yes..

Batsile:Askhim forapictureofhisID,straightout

tellhim yourbrotherwantsthatinformationbefore

youcango.Ifyouthinkhemightmisunderstandour

relationshiptellhim it'syourbrother.

Amane:Ok...Let'sgotothecar..

Theywalkedoutoftheshopandheadedtothe

parkinglotwheretheygotinhiscarthenshetook

outherphoneanddialedhim onloudspeaker.

Alex:Babe

Amane:Hi..

Batsileclenchedhisjawsandsighedcalminghis

nerves...

Alex:Areyoureadyforthebeach?
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Amane:Yeah,ikindoftoldmybabydaddyI'm going

becausehehastotakethekids.Ihadtobehonest,

hewantedtoknowwhoI'm goingwithandaskedme

foryournames,that'swhenirealisedidon'teven

knowyoursurname.Canyousendmeapictureof

yourID?Healsowantstoknowwhereyouwork.

Alex:Whyisheaskingsomanyquestions?Ojealous

kanajang?

Amane:Sendkemoneelearetogeleretsamae.

Alex:Maybeweshouldjustdropitifyoudon'ttrust

me,you'realreadytellingthewholeworldI'm taking

youaway.

Amane:Ididn'tsayanythingnegative,andidon't

thinkit'sabadidea.LennaIwanttoknowwhoI'm

goingwith...

Alex:Yourbabydaddyiscontrollingyou,betterwe

justdropthis.Deletemynumber!

Hecutthecallthensheturnedlookingathim..
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Amane:Areyouhappy?

Batsile:Yeah,thewayhegotpissedatanyone

knowing?YesI'm happy.Humantraffickingisreal,

youdon'tjustflyallover...

Amane:Heknowsigotakidneytransplantwhat

wouldhetrafficmefor,juststopit.

Batsile:somanywomenareusedforsex,youmight

beworth30kbecauseonceyougetthereyou'll

makemorethanthataday.Theycloseyouina

room wheremenjustwalkin,havesexwithyouand

leave.Youtakeabreakonlytohavelunch.

Amane:I'm notevenbeautiful.Thosethingsarefor

beautifulyounggirls...Heknowsihavechildrenthats

whykesaakanyegoreit'swhatyouthink.You'rejust

overthinki-

Batsile:Whywouldyousaysuchbadthingsabout

yourself...Isthatwhatyoubelieve?Youdon'teven

looklikeyou'vehadonekid...andwhatdothe

numberofkidshaveanythingtodowithit?You're

talkingasifhavingkidsisabadthing...(reached

overandtouchedherstomach)Irespectyourbody
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becauseitbrought4livesanditstilllookslikeit

nevercarriednochild.You'rebeautifulandnowthat

you'regoingtothegym you'relookingwayyounger

thanyouwereacoupleofyearsago.I'm not

surprisedbabatagojababymamayame..

Shelaughedandlookedawaythenheturnedher

chinover...

Batsile:Youneedtobecareful...Youhaven'tbeenin

thedatingringforawhileandyoudon'tknowhow

toughitis.Youwon'tfindyourhusbandanytime

soon.Itsnotlikeallthesesinglepeoplearen't

beautifulortheydon'twantstablerelationships,

mjolowanyesa...Gothatagobonamothoyole

tsamaelanang.Pulengdumpedmebecauseisaidi

don'twantanymorekids.Kooreasyougetolder

yourtypesgetlimited,gorayagorekebatemodi

singlemothershela.

Amane:(laughed)Aoshem,neolesuregore

maabaneore"thisismygirlfriend"keretsenawena
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Batman

Shecrackedlaughingandclappedhandsashe

smiledandlookedaway.

Batsile:(laughed)Amporeolelammekana,kehao

metsamatheorekwiditi

Sheturnedaroundandpunchedhim ashelaughed

andgrabbedbothofherhands...

Amane:(laughed)Wantwaelawena

Batsile:Kayagosulagalelwakeflightfeelingguilty

keremmagwebongwanakewalelakoatengnnake

shenamalebanyana,kanakeagorataselokewena.

Amane:Wereyoureallyworried?

Helookedatherandstoppedsmiling...
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Batsile:Iwas...

Shelookedathislipsashelookedinhereyesand

downatherlips.Hisheartbegunpoundingatthe

thoughtofkissingher...Wouldshekisshim backor

wouldheruinthismomentandnewlyformed

relationshipofahealthyparentingplan?He

swallowedbreathingheavilyastheylookedatone

another...ok,fuckit!Heleanedoverslowlyandthere

wasaknockonthewindow,heturnedaroundand

lookedatamentallychallengedman..

Him:CanihaveP2?

BatsilepickedP5andgavehim thenhetookadeep

breathandsighed.Amanetookadeepbreathand

sighedtoo...

Amane:So...
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Batsile:Goinghomeright?

Amane:Yeah,

Batsile:I'llfollowyou.

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenshe

walkedbehindthecar,shemetacarandscreamed

steppingbackasthetyresscreeched...

Batsilejumpedattheloudbumpandjumpedoutof

thecar,thedriversteppedoutandrantothefrontof

thecar.Batsilegotonhiskneesandpickedherhead

asshebleedthroughthenose...

*

*

*

*

*
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Intheambulance....

Batsile'sheartpoundedastheparamedicsfixedher

oxygenmask,thebloodfrom herheadwetthewhite

sheetsfasterandherforeheadseemedtobe

swellingbiggerandbigger.Despitesomuchblood

Amaneleapedupconfusedlookingateveryoneasif

she'drunoutofamovingcar...

Batsile:Pleaselaydown...

Amane:No!

Paramedic:Thisisaseriousheadinjury,sheseems

confused.

Paramedic2:Sheisstillinshock,beltherup
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Batsileheldherdownastheybeltedherthenheheld

herhand,sheturnedherheadlookingathim

confusedwhilebreathingthroughthemask.

Minuteslatertheambulancestoppedandthey

hoppedoutofthecarandpushedherbedinsidethe

Accidentandemergencycenter.

Meanwhilestandingbyattendinganotherpatient

TyrocaughtsightofAmanefightingoffnursesas

theypushedherbed.Heputdownthemedicalcard

andrushedovertakingoffthegloves.

Hegrabbedanewpairofglovesandputitonthen

hegrabbedthelightandshineditinhereyes

checkingherpupils...

Tyro:Amane?Canyourecogniseme?
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Shejustlookedathim confusedwhileBatsileturned

him...

Batsile:Doessheknowyou?

Tyro:Yeah.

Hedidn'telaborateandinsteadbegunattendingher...

AtAmanda'sOffice...

Amandasteppedoutofthecarandpickedhergown

thensheclosedthedoorandwalkedtowardsthe

buildingtuckingherhairbehindherear.

Shewalkedintheofficeandsatdowntakingoffher

heels,herphonerangthenshequicklyhungher

gownbeforepicking...
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Amanda:Hello?

Linda:Hi,gatweAmanehasbeenhitbyacarinthe

parkinglot.

Amanda:Iguessit'snotthatbadsinceit'saparking

lot,nobodyeverspeedsinaparkinglot

Linda:Batsilesoundsabitpanicked

Amanda:WasshewithBatsile?

Linda:IguesssoI'm notsure.Ithinkthey're

warminguptoeachotherafterthebirthdaysurprise.

Amanda:It'snotsurprising.I'llcallhim andfindout

whatwardsheisin.

Linda:Alright,bye

Shehungupandleanedback,sheknewshestill

neededtoworkonthissisterhoodbecausethis

didn'tsoundtoosad.Notatall...nowshehadcome

totheconclusionthatthingswouldneverreallygo

backtothewaytheywere,still....Shewas

determinedtounitethisfamily.Godhadtorestore

things.
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Attheprivatehospital...

Junesmiledtakingoffhergloveswhileachildsat

onthebed,thefatherhelpedhim dressandpicked

him upthenhekissedhim...

Him:Thedoctorisgivingyoumedicine,you'lldrinkit

right?

Him:Yeah

Him:Good..

June:Ifyoudrinkituntilyou'redoneyou'llbefine.

OK?

Him:Yesma'am..

Heputhim downandhandedhim thetoythenhe

walkedout.
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Junefinishedtheprescriptionandhandedhim ashe

lockedeyeswithher,thewayhewasstaringather

shejustknew...therehewasagain...Anotherfire

fighterbutshewasnotabouttodoit,notafter

almostlosingherfamily.

Him:Canihaveyournumber?I'dliketotakeyouout

sometime

June:(showedhim herring)I'm married

Him:Howmarried?Thereismarriedmeaningit's

justonpaperbutyou'renothappywiththeway

you'retreatedthenthereismarriedmarriedlikevery

marriedwhereeverythingisfineandyou'rehappy.

June:(laughed)Iam verymarried

Him:(laughed)Ohcool,iunderstand.

June:(laughed)Sure

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor...
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Atthehospital....

Batsileparkedthecarandsteppedoutjustas

Amandaparkednexttohim.

Batsile:Hi

Amanda:Hi

Batsile:IwasjustwithLeruoatthemallwheniwas

buyingfoodforAmane.

Amanda:Ohok...

Theywalkedinthebuildingandgotinalift...

Amanda:Areyoutwobacktogether?

Batsile:Wedidn'texactlydiscussitbutassoonas

shegetsupwearemakingitofficial.I'm done

runningaroundtryingtofindsomeoneiwilllovethe

wayiloveher.Everytimeitrytomoveonthe
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universepushesmebacktoher,whenevershetries

tomoveonitdoesn'tturnoutgood.Wetriedandi

don'tthinkit'sworking...Wejustendeduphurting

otherpeople...

Amanda:KarewamorataAmane,itsactuallyvery

sad.You'resostuckonher,whathappenedtoyou

thenightofherparty?

Batsile:Igotcaughtupsomewhere

Amanda:Sheconfessedherloveforyou,itwasmy

firsttimeseeingheractuallymakeaneffortakerene

onnaorapelahela...Sowhathappened?

Batsile:Iwaswithsomegirlbutgopadilebecause

shewantskidsandidon't.IfIcan'tbewithAmane

I'dratherbewithasinglemothersomeonelikeyou.

Amanda:(blushed)someonelikeme?

Batsile:Yeah,someonewhohaschildrenwhose

fatherisn'tonthepicture,thetwins...Kerayakesa

baleEtsile.I'm justgivingyouexample.

Amanda:Ok,ifsoifiwassingleandyouweresingle

you'dconsiderus?(laughed)I'm justasking,don't
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getanyideas.

Batsile:(laughed)Ican'tgobacktothatsagabutifi

evergotanotherchancewithyouI'dtreatyoubetter

becausenoonehaslovedmethewayyoulovedme.

Koorererataharesaratiwengteng.Apartofme

stilldoesn'tbelieveyouwouldhaveleftmeevenwith

2kids.

Amanda:Probablynot,idon'tknowwhatyoudidto

mebutit'spainfulgoratamothojalo.Iunderstand

whyyouloveherlikethatbecausethatshowifeel

aboutyou.Obuannetererataharesaratiweng

teng...Sodoyoueverthinkaboutmeorus?

Batsile:Sometimes..

Amanda:Whatexactlyaboutme?

Batsile:Thewayyoulovedmewithoutareason.

Amanda:Ok...Doyouevermissme?

Batsile:(laughed)Amandaweecomeon..Retoladi

boundariesjaanong.

Amanda:(laughed)Soyoudo?

Batsile:I'm laughingbecauseidon'twanttoanswer
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younotbecauseyou'rewrongorright.Let'snot

crosstheline...Leruoismyboyandhelovesyou.I

loveAmanetoo..

Amanda:Ok

Batsile:ButIfyouanswerthesamequestion,I'll

answeryou.

Amanda:Yes,isometimesmissyou...

Batsile:Iusedtomissyourlove,howwerelatedand

justthegoodtimes.Imissedyouthemostwhen

Amanedidn'tshowmelove,iwishedshelovedme

thewayyoudidbuttheniknowshecouldn'tdothat

becauseicheated.I'vegrowntounderstandwhyshe

sometimesactsthewayshedoes..Youhadthose

momentstoo,iunderstandimadeyouthatway.I've

justdecidedIwon'tbecheatingorlyingtoanyone.

Amanda:Ok...Iunderstand.Thanksforlettingme

know

Batsile:HowisLeruotreatingyou?

Amanda:Heisagoodfather,that'sall.Helovesmy

daughterslikethey'rehis,soforthosegooddeedsI
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decidedtogivehim anotherchance.Whensomeone

isdoinggoodabeadiraphosoe1youforgive,the

secondtimekegonetabeatalelajaanong.

Batsile:True,you'reagoodgirl...Autwa?

Amanda:Thanks

Batsile:Don'teverdoubtthat...Wedidn'tworkout

becauseofmenotyou.You'reperfectthewayyou're.

Amanda:Thanks,I'm gladicannowcontrolmy

feelingsaboutyou.Hanneelepelefrom herenne

kagolalakedarobalakegoakantsebutnowI'm

actuallycomfortableevenadmittingittomyself.

Batsile:Thankyou...Itfeelsgoodtoknowthatthere

issomeonewhofeelsspecialaboutyou.I'm happy

wecantalkaboutitbecausethenthingswon'tbe

thatawkward...

Amanda:Yeah..

MinuteslatertheywalkedtowardsAmane'sroom,

Batsilepushedthedooropenandsteppedin...His

heartskippedashelookedattheemptybedwhile
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thecleanerchangedthebedding...

Batsile:Excuseme,theladywhowasinherethis

morning...whereisshe?

Cleaner:Pleasegotalktothedoctors.

Batsile'sheartchokedhim asheturnedlookingat

Amandawhowasequallyshocked...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital....

MinuteslatertheywalkedtowardsAmane'sroom,

Batsilepushedthedooropenandsteppedin...His

heartskippedashelookedattheemptybedwhile

thecleanerchangedthebedding...

Batsile:Excuseme,theladywhowasinherethis

morning...whereisshe?

Cleaner:Pleasegotalktothedoctors.

Batsile'sheartchokedhim asheturnedlookingat

Amandawhowasequallyshocked.

Amanda:Maybeshewasmovedtoanotherroom...
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Batsilewalkedtowardsthestationandleanedover...

Batsile:Hi,mywife-exwifewasinthatroom..What

happened?

Nurse:Givemeaminute...

Batsilepacedupanddowntryingtocalm down,

knowinghowunluckyhewasheknewsomething

badwasabouttohappen...Hejustknew...Imeanon

thedaythathedecidesheisgoingforher,shegets

hitbyacar...Hisphonerangthenhelookedatthe

call,itwasthedriver...Hesighedandpicked...

Batsile:Hello?

Voice:Siritsme,mywifeandiwouldliketocome

checkonAmaneifthat'sOK.Wejustfinishedatthe

policestationbutididn'twanttogowithout

checkingonherbecausethepolicedidn'tupdateus.
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Batsile:I'm atthehospital,idon'tknowwhat's

happening.

Voice:IsthereanythingspecificIshouldbring?

Batsile:No,anythingisfine.Bye

Hehungupandsatdownputtinghisheaddown

thenheburiedhisfacebetweenhishandswhile

Amandastoodby,shereachedoverandgently

squeezedhisshoulderthenshetouchedhishead

lookingdownathim..

Amanda:AreyouOK?

Batsile:IhopeitsnotwhatI'm thinking..Nkaitse

gorekebati.Itseemsallbadthingshappentoher...

Shejustcannotstayoutofthehospital..

Hestoodupandwalkedovertothenurse...

Batsile:Anyprogress?
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Amaneappearedfrom theothersidewithanurse,

Batsilesighedinreliefputtinghishandsoverhis

headthenherushedoverandhuggedhertightly,so

tightshealmostlostherbreaththenheleanedback

lookingatherandshookhishead...

Batsile:Whathappened?Ithoughtyouweredead!

Amane:Theytookmeforthesecondscanand-

Hereachedforhercheekandkissedher,sherelaxed

andkissedhim back..

Batsile:I'm notlosingyouagain...Thepainof

thinkingyou'redeadwashorrible.

Amane'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedathi

withabandagearoundherhead...
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Amane:Whatareyousaying?

Batsile:I'm sayingpleaseletmecomehome...I

promiseI'llneverhurtyou..I'llcommunicatetoo...I'll

stopassumingtheworstaboutyou.I'llstopsharing

myfeelingswithstrangersandsharethem withyou

becauseyou'retheonlypersonwhocangiveme

whatiwant...Youwerenotwrongtodivorce...Itwas

appropriatebutnowthatwehavereachedan

understandinglet'stry...I'm willingtogofor

counsellingtoo.

Amane:Ijustwantyoutotrustmeandthink

positivelyaboutme.GakebogaleBatsilelesago

ntshaba..AlsounderstandthatacceptingThataas

oursondoesn'tmeanI'vehealed.SometimesI'll

wakeupsad-

Batsile:Andishouldbeinapositiontounderstand

thatitsneverover..Ishouldhelpyouheal.Iknow...I

justwantustogobacktoourchildren.Theybeen

throughalotalready

HehuggedherandkissedherwhileAmandastood
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bywatchingthem,shesmiledandsteppedover

huggingAmane...

Amanda:Hi...

Nurse:Pleasegotobedandrest.

Heheldherhandastheywalkedtowardstheother

rooms.

Amane:Theairconinthatroom wasn'tworkingso

theymovedmehere...ThescanshowedthatI'm OK,

isufferedaconcussion...

Theywalkedintheroom thenBatsilefixedherbed

beforeshesat..

Amanda:Guysletmegiveyouprivacy..
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Sheleanedoverandhuggedherthenshehanded

herthefoodandwalkedout.Batsileleanedoverand

kissedherbeforehuggingheragain...

Batsile:Willyoupleasemarryme?

Amane:What?

Batsile:Marryme,thistimeforever

ShesmiledandtookherphonetextingAlex..

Amane:HiAlex,aboutthatfamilyfundaythingy.I

won'tmakeit,myexhusbandandigettingback

togetheragain.

Sheputdownthephoneandsmiled...

Amane:Yes...I'llmarryyouagainprovidedwecall
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ourparentsandtalkaboutthis.Ialsoneedto

apologisefornotallowingthem tosupportmethe

waytheyshouldhave.Ithinkmybrainneededto

shakebackintotrack...

Helaughedandleanedoverkissingher...

AtSimba'shouse...

ThenextdaySimbaleanedoverandkissedJalo

whileshewasbreastfeedinghisdaughter...

Jalo:Pleasedrivesafely...(laughed)Theother

officersaidhewasembarrassedtochargeyouwith

speedingandinsteadletyougoitoldthem they

mustchargeyoubecauseyou'reaspeedracer

Simba:(laughed)Babecomeon...Besidesit'sonly

todaybecauseI'm late....Ifidon'tmakeitthe

brotherswillsulk.Youknowtheylovemetoomuch



Iam

Jalo:(laughed)Bye!

HelaughedandwalkedoutdialingBame...

AtAmanda'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningAmandaturnedherheadand

yawnedthenshefrownedlookingatabunchof

freshflowers.Shepickedthem upandsmiled

readingthenote...

"Dearwife.

Iknowsomedaysareworsethanotherswhen

you'rerecoveringfrom beingcheated.Ihatethati

causedyoupainbutiam gratefulyougaveme

anotherchance.TodayI'dappreciateworkingwith

you...Inmyoffice..Nothomeoffice..Inthe

company...Pleasecomebyifyoucan..Iloveyou."
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Shesmiledandgotoffthebedherphonerang...

Amanda:Hello

Linda:Hi,areyoucoming?Everyoneishere...

Amanda:Iwon'tmakeit,ihavesomethingelsetodo.

Linda:Ok,iunderstand.Iwon'tbelongtooithinkI'll

behavingthebabysoon..Hei

Amanda:Letmeknowifyoufeelanything.

Linda:Ok,Bye

Shehungupandbathed...

AttheSuburb....

LaterthatmorningBatsileheldAmane'shandas

theywalkedinthelivingroom,heturnedaroundand

liftedherthenhecarriedhertothelivingroom where
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everyonescreamed"Welcomehome!"

Shesmiledandburiedherfaceonhischestas

everyonelaughed.BasiandSummerlookedatone

another,Summercouldbarelyseeanythingas

peoplemovedinfrontblocking.Basipickedherup

andshesmiledlookingatBatsileasheputAmane

down.BameandDivaclappedhands...Divaturned

lookingatBameandwinkedathim thenshe

disappearedtothebathroom,Bamesmilednaughty

andsneakedout...

Kanako:Welcomehomeagain...Marawhylesa

boelanehela?Howlongarewegoingto-

BatsileleanedoverandkissedAmaneastheyfilmed

withtheirphonesandscreamedclappinghands...

Junewalkeddownthestairswiththechildren,

ChasegaspedandrantowardsAmaneasthey
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smiledhugging..

Amane:Sorryguys...I'm finenow..

ThechildrengaveheragrouphugwhileThata

struggledpushingthrough..

Thata:Mamaiwanthugtoo

Shesmiledandpickedhim upashegaveheraspit

kissonthecheek,shelaughedandsmiled,whenshe

turnedBatsilewasonhiskneeswitharing...

Chaseturnedlookingathismotherthenshesmiled

andgavehim herhand..

Batsile:Willyougivemeanotherchance,iwantto

makenewvows...Iknowbetternow.
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Amane:Ofcourse,youdeserveasecondchance...O

bakebonajaakaophaphaletse

Everycrackedlaughingashesliditonherfingerand

stooduptogiveherakiss.

*****THEEND*****

Icouldn'tspoilitormakeitobviousthatthiswould

beourlasthenceitcameasabonus. Staytuned

foryournextbook...It'sgoingtobesomethingI've

neverwrittenaboutbefore. Areyoureadyor

shouldigiveyoutimetodigestTheSuburb?.

Thankyouforyoursupport.Godblessyou.Don't

missthenewbook.


