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QONDISIWE

Itgotbettereventually,especiallywhen Icalled Khabo aftereveryperiod.Itwas

lunchtimenowandIwassittingalone,mostgirlsweresittingtogetherandsowerethe

boys.Iwascarryingalunchbox,toavoidlookingforshopsonmyfirstday.Yesafew

eyeswereonme,Idon'tknowwhenI'm goingtogetusedtothat..AsIwassittingsome

girlwalkeduptome,sheevenlookedabitscared..

Her:Hi

Ismiled..

Me:Hello

Shesmiledback..

Her:CanIsitnexttoyou?

Inodded..

Her:Akhona

Me:Qondisiwe

Weshookhands..

Her:YaziIwasscaredtocometoyou

Me:Why?

Her:Youverybeautifulandmostgirlswhoarebeautifularefullofthemselves

Ilaughed..

Her:Youbelongthereinthat"coolcrew"

Me:Iwon'tfitin

Shetookoutalunchboxtoo,weexchangedsandwiches..Akhonaseemssmart,Idon't

knowwhatshe'sdoinghereinthisschool..

Her:Haveyouthoughtaboutbeingamodel?

Me:Awhat?



Shetookoutherphoneandshowedmeafewpictures..

Me:Angicabanginjeukuthathaizithombengincunusoforabantubonke(Idon'tthinkI

cantakehalfnakedpicturesforpeople)

Webothlaughed.ThankGodI'vemadeafriend..Wesaw MrSodlakawalkingwith

anotherTeacher..

Akhona:IthinkI'm goingtoenjoymaths,heishandsomeandhisvoicegirl

Me:Haiwenaheisourteacher

Her:Wepracticallyinhighschool..Asiphilekancane(Let'slivealittle)

Ilaughed..

Me:Haichangiyabonga(Nothankyou)

Anothergirljoinedus..

Her:Kudliwani?(Whatareweeating)

Webothlookedathershocked,shedidn'tevengreetus..Shetookmylunchboxand

startedeating,IlookedatAkhona..

Girl:Yinimanje?(What'swrongnow)

Akhona:I'm sorrybutwhoareyou?

Girl:Nesizuluungasikhulumasingaphandle(YoucanspeakZuluweoutside)

Shethenlookedatme..

Her:Yaziyouarewhattheycall"Indoni"ngesizulu..UmuhleQnjengendoniyamanzi

(YoubeautifulQ,likeaGuardian)

Akhona:Butwhoareyou?

Her:MynameisHappy

Somethinginmyheartmoved,forsomereasonshedidremindmeofHappy.They

mightnotlookalikebutherpersonalityandhowshetalks,it'sexactlylikeHappy..

Akhona:Akhona

Ismiledather..



Me:Qondisiwe

Happy:IknowNdoniyamanzi

Akhona:Ndoniyamanzi?

Happy:Uhlalaphi?(Wheredoyoustay)

Me:IndoniYamanziisaverybeautifulgirl

Akhona:Ohhitmakessense

Happy:Yazithosegirlsaregossingaboutyou?Ufunasibalande?(doyouwantustoget

them)

Me:Cha..Asibayeke(let'sleavethem)

Happy:Asidlenike(Let'scontinueeating)

Nowmydaywasgettingbetter..

__________

SINDISIWE

Ihavebeenstrugglingforthepast2months.Myministeroffinancejustleftme

hangingbecausehiswifefoundoutaboutus,ImeanIhavealifetomaintain.Rentis

expensiveandfindinganotherministeroffinanceisgoingtobeverydifficult..Iheard

someoneknocking,Ifreakedout..Iwenttoopen,itwasMrsBiyela..Shewalkedin..

Her:Isitdone?

Inodded..

Her:Didyourecord?

Itookoutmyphoneandshowedher..

Her:Good

Me:Mymoney?

Shetookoutanenvelopeandhandedittome..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Younotpregnantareyou?



Me:NoMam'

Her:Good..Onedown,onemoretogo

Ihatedoingthistomysisterbut,Iwasdesperate.Qondisiwehasabigheart,and

honestlyIdon'tlikeIbaforher.Yesthiswillbreakherbutshewilleventuallyforgiveme,

I'm provingtoheralsothatIbaisnottobetrusted.Ifhecansleepwithme,hecansleep

withanyoneelse..Qondisiwedeservessomeonebetter

_________

LUNGISA

IlookedaroundandmyMotherwasn'tanywheretobeseen,thismakesherlookmore

guilty.Thiswholeshitwasboring,peopleweretalkingabouthim asiflikehewasthe

bestpersonwhilsthewasshit.ItookoutmyphoneandwentonWhatsApp.

************WhatsApp*********

Me:Thisthingisboring,can'tIskipitandcomehavefunwithyou?

Khabo:Lolnoucan'tskip

Me:It'sboring

Khabo:YoutheCEO,uyakhumbula?(doyouremember)

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Khabo:ShoppingwithBetty

Me:Buysomethingsexyfortonight

****************

Speaker:NowwegoingtowelcometheCEO,MrLungisaBiyela

Thatcaughtmeoffguard,Ididn'tknow thattheyputmeintheprogram.Isaidmy

goodbyestoKhaboandthenwalkedtothefront,Idon'tevenknow whatI'm goingto

sayaboutthismanwhomademylifedifficult.Howabout"Goodriddincetorubbish"

___________

QONDISIWE

Myphonerangasweweregoingtoclass,itwasIba..



Me:I'llcatchupwithyouguys,it'smyboyfriend

Akhona:Youhaveaboyfriend?

Happy:Areyouseriouslysurprised?Iwasthinkingshehasboyfriends

Me:I'llbethereguys

Akhona:I'llsaveyouaseat

Happy:Kissingassarewe?

Theywalkedaway..

Akhona:Isawherfirstsoshe'smybesty

Happy:Tryme

Iansweredmyphone..

Me:Iba

Him:Mylove

Me:Areyouokay?Bengikhathazekilengawe(Iwasworriedaboutyou)

Him:I'm sorrylove,Ijusthadtoomuchfun

Me:Aslongasyouokay

Him:Howdidyougettoschool?

Me:Taxi

Him:I'm nothappyaboutthat,I'm surethetaxidriverswerethirstingyou..Whenisyour

lastclassI'llfetchyou

Me:At14-

Voice:Langa

Ifreakedout..Iturnedandlookedathim almostdroppingmyphone..

Him:Wenzanintoningaphandleshouldn'tyoubeinclass?

Me:I..Uhm



Him:Wereyoucrying?

Iba:Whoisthat?

Sodlaka:Youreyestheyshowthatyou'vebeencrying

Me:NoI..Iwasn'treallycrying

Iba:Qondi??

Ihungup...

Sodlaka:Gobacktoclass

Me:YesSir

Imademybacktoclass,IbacalledagainbutIignoredhiscall..Irushedbacktoclass,

AkhonaraisedupherhandandIwenttositwiththem..

Happy:Thatwasaquickcall

Theothergirlslookedatus,oneofthem startedtalking.Lookslikesheistheleader..

Girl:Phelawegonnawalkinlatetoeveryclasssowecanadvertiseourbeauty

Welookedatthem..

Girl:WehavealreadyseenthatyoubeautifulsopleasegiveusabreatherMogurl

Ididn'tsayanythingtoher..

Happy:Whyisitthatthemostugliestgirlalwayshasabigmouth?

Theclasslaughed..

Girl:BetweenyouandmegirlIthinkI'm betterlooking

Happy:ForamomentIalmostfellfrom mychair,atleastyousaid"Better"andnot

"Beautiful"

Theclasslaughedagain..

Girl:IthinkI'm goingtohavesomuchfuninthisclass

Happy:Metooheyit'snoteverydayIseeUgly

IlookedatAkhonaandwebothlaughed..



Girl:I'dratherbe"Better"thantosuckass

Happy:I'drathersuckassthantobeadvertisingfortheBig5

Akhona:Anyonewithanaloeveraplease?becauseclassgirlrighttherejustgotburned

Everyonelaughed,shedidn'thaveacomeback..IlookatHappyshelookedatmetoo..

Her:I'llalwayshaveyourbackNdoni

Ismiled..

Me:Iknow

Theteacherwalkedin..IthinkI'm goingtoenjoybeinginthisschool

.
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KHABONINA

ItwasmyfirsttimebeinginLungi'scompany,heshowedmearound.Itwasapretty

smallworkenvironment,theynotaverybigfamilythoughtheyhandlingaprettybig

project..Iwassittingontopofhim andhelookedlikehehadsomethingonhismind.

Me:What'swrong?

Helookedatme..

Him:It'snothingserious

Buthestillseemedbothered..

Me:Khulumanami(Talktome)

Him:ThisisnoneofourbusinessandIthinkweshouldleaveittoQondiandIba

Me:KwenzakalaningoQondi?(What'swrongwithQondi)

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Lungi

Him:IbasleptwithSindi



Ilaughed..

Me:That'snotfunny

Hedidn'tlaugh,hestillmaintainedhisseriousface.Sohewasn'tjoking.Igotoffhim...

Me:What?

Him:Babelet'sthem handleit

Ilookedathim..

Him:TheyAdults

Inodded..

Me:Okaywewillletthem handleit

Hegotupfrom hischairandmadehiswaytome..

Him:Iwasabouttohavelunchmaybeyoucanjoinme

Ismiled..

Me:I'dlovetookodwauBettyungimele(Bettyiswaitingforme)

Him:Ohw

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Hekissedme..

Him:Lateritis

__________

QONDISIWE

Schoolwasfinallyout,honestlyIdidn'twannaleave.Iwashavingsomuchfunwith

HappyandAkhonabutthenwenowhaveawhatsappgroup,wewillbechattingmore.

Ibafetchedme,hewasrightontime..Hehuggedme..

Him:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou



HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin..

Itookoutmyphoneandstartedchatting,theywerebusytalkingaboutMrSodlaka.It

seemslikemostfemalestudentsweretakenbyhim,hedoeslookhandsomeIwon'tlie.

Ibastarteddriving..

Him:Howwasschool?

Me:Schoolwasnice(Smiling)

Iwentbacktochatting...

************WhatsApp************

Happy:Mathsisalwaysthefirstperiod,it'sgoodtoseeacutefacefirstinthemorning

Akhona:Heisourteacher,I'm sureheseesusasnothingbut"students"

Me:Lol

Happy:Studentsdateteachersthesedays

Me:Idoubthe'ssingle

Akhona:Exactly!

***********

Imust'vebeentakenbythechatssomuchthatIdidn'thearIbatalkingtome,Iwasonly

broughtbackwhenhesnatchedmyphonefrom me..Herolleddownthewindow and

threwitout..

Me:Iba!!!

Hepulledoverandstopped..

Him:I'm talkingtoyouandyoubusyonyourphone!

Iopenedthedoorandgotout,togoandgetit.Thatwasveryunnecessary..Ididn'teven

noticethathewasfollowingme,Ipickedupmyphoneandturnedaround,onlytobe

metbyhim slappingmeacrosstheface.Ilookedathim shocked,Ibajustraisedhis

handonme???

Him:Inthecarrightnow!!!



Hewasmad,hewasverymad.Whydidn'theaskmewhoIwastalkingtoothan

resortingtothat?Thatwasuncalledfor..

_____

SINDI

Ihadafew missedcallsfrom Qondisiwe,Idon'tknow whatI'm goingtosaytoher.I

can'tfaceherafterthis,Iwon'tevenbeabletolookather.Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'm coming

Ihopeit'snotMrsBiyela,shehasboredmeenoughtoday

IopenedthedooranditwasKhabo,shewaswithsomeotherwoman..

Me:Khabo

Shemadeherwayin,Iclosedthedoor..

Woman:Hi,I'm Betty..Khabo'sfriend

Me:I'm Sindi..I'm hersister

Betty:OhwIcanseetheresemblancenow

IlookedatKhabo..

Me:Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming,youshould'vecalled

Shepunchedmeintheface..

Me:Awwww!!!

Her:Howcouldyou?

Me:HowcouldIwhat?

Her:SleepwithuIba?

Me:Whotoldyou?

Her:Soiqiniso?

Shedidn'twaitformetorespond,sheslappedmeandthenpulledmywig.Itfellonthe

floor.Khaboisgoodwhenitcomestofighting,defendingmyselfrightnow willonly

makehermoremadandshewillbeatmemore.Bettypulledherback..



Betty:Khabowait,she'sbleeding

Khabo:Howcouldyou??WhySindi?Why?

Me:Ididn'tmeantoo(crying)

Her:She'syoursister!Wedon'tdothattofamily!!!!!!What'sgoingtohappennext?

UzolalanoLungi?(AreyougoingtosleepwithLungitoo)

Me:Ngiyaxolisa(I'm sosorry)

Her:Idon'teverwannaseeyou,youdeadtome!!!!

Me:KhaboI'm sorry

Her:Andstayawayfrom Qonditoo!!!

Betty:Ithinkweshouldleave

Sheclickedhertongue..

Me:Khabowait..

Itriedtotouchherbutshepushedme..

Her:UngangibambiSindi!!(don'ttouchme)

ShelookedatmelikeIdisgustedher..

Her:Westillrecoveringfrom losinguMaandthenyoudothis?

Me:KhaboI'm sorry

Sheshookherhead..

Her:Youdoingtothistoyourownsister?

Ikneltdown..

Me:I'm sorry(Crying)

Her:Idon'tknowyouanymore

Betty:Khabolet'sgo

Thelookshegaveme,I'llneverforgetit..



___________

QONDISIWE

Whenwegothome,Iwentstraighttothebedroom..

Iba:Qondiwait

Ihaveneverhadaguyraiseuphishandonme,ever!!Hegrabbedmyarm andIfroze..

Heletgo..

Him:BabyI'm sorry..Ijustdidn'thaveagoodday

Sothatmeanseverytimewhenhedoesn'thaveagooddayheisgoingtohitme?

Ididn'tevenknowwhattosaytohim..Tearsjuststreameddown..

Him:Ishouldn'thave..I'm trulysorry

Iwipedmytears,hetriedtotouchmeagainbutIsteppedback..

Him:I'm verysorry

Helookedatmeonelasttimeandthenwalkedoutofthebedroom,Isatdownonthe

bed..

______

SINDI

Isatonthecouchcrying,Khaboisveryevil.Mysisterhasadarkheart,whenshesaid

I'm deadtoher.Shemeantit,shewillneverforgivemeforthis.Myphonestarted

ringing.

ItwasMrsBiyela..Whatdoesshewant?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:That'snotthewaytotalktosomethingwhojustpaidyourrent?

Isniffed..

Her:OhhSindiplease,itwillblowover.Qondisiwegoingtoforgiveyoushe'syoursister

Me:Idon'twantanythingtodowithyou

Her:Really?



Me:Mysisterwashere,sheattackedme

Her:Qondisiwe?

Me:Khabo!

Her:What?

Me:Idon'twantanythingtodowithyou

Her:Nothat'sactuallygood,youcanhaveherarrested

Me:gotohell!!!

Ihunguponher..

_________

LUNGISA

IwasdisturbedbyIbanathi'sphonecall..

Me:Bro

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Iba

Him:Ihither?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:QondiIhither

Me:Whathappened?

Him:Iwastalkingtoherandshewasbusyonherphone,smilingandlaughing.Ijust

lostit

Me:Iba!

Him:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtome

Me:Howbadisit?

Him:Ijustslappedher



Me:Untilnexttimewhenyoubeatherup

Hedidn'trespond..

Me:Ibayouneedtogetittogether,youneedtofixyourlife!Youcan'tcarryonlikethis

Him:ThisisamessIdon'tknowhowtofixit

Me:Let'smeetupandtalk

Him:CoolI'llbeatthebar

Me:Don'tdrink..I'm onmyway

Ibanathiislosingitnow,ifhedoesn'tgetittogetherhewillfindhimselfinaverybig

mess..

___________

KHABONINA

Iputmybagonthecounter..

Me:Youshould'veletmebeatherup!!

Betty:Youcan'ttalkthingsoutwithviolence

Me:Ican!!

Her:I'llgetyouaglassofwater

Me:IknowthatSindiisnotgoodbutthis?uMaistossingandturninginhergraveright

now!!

Shegavemeaglassofwater..

Her:Herethiswillcalm youdown

___________

QONDISIWE

Iwasstillsittingonthebed,Ihaven'tmovedatall.Istillcouldn'tbelieveitthatIbanathi

hitme...Itookmyphone,theskinhadcracked.

Voice:Qondisiwe



Iputmyphonenexttome..

Voice:Qondisiwe

Iturnedandsomemanwasstandingontheothersideofthebed,I'veseenhim before..

Him:YouneedtohelpmySon

Igotup..

Me:YouareIbanathi'sfather

Henodded..

Him:Youneedtohelphim,beforeit'stoolate

Me:How?Andwhatdoyoumeanby"Beforeit'stoolate"

Him:Please

Iwalkedovertohissideandheturnedintoasnake,black,red&whitesnakeincolour.

Thenthesnakedisappeared..

____________

KHABONINA

Iwascooking,BettysuggestedthatIhaveaglassofwinetorelax.Ihatewine,ittastes

bitter...

Betty:Ishouldleave

Me:Okay

Betty:Itrustthatyouwillbehave

Ichuckled,weheardthedoorbellringing..

Me:I'llgetthat

Iwenttoopen,anditwasapoliceofficer..

Him:GooddayMam

Me:Hello

Him:I'm lookingforaKhaboninaLanga



Me:Iam Khabo

Him:Khabonina..YouareunderarrestMam'

Me:Huh?

Him:FortheassaultofSindisiweLanga

Betty:What?

Hetookouthandcuffs..

WhathasgottenintoSindi??

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Ineededtogetanexplanation,Ineededtohavethismantellmemore.Ican'thelp

someoneifIdon'treallyknowwhat'sgoingon.Isetofftomyprayerroom,Ilitupthe

incenseandthenlitafewcandles.Ihadonmyredclotharoundmyshoulders,theoneI

usewhenIhavetoconnectwiththeancestors.Isprinkledthesnuffabitonthethe

incenseandstartedclapping,IcalledouttheBiyelaclannames.Iknowthem,Ibahad

toldmeisithakazelosakuboawhilebackwhenwewererandomlytalking.Icontinued

doingthatuntilheshowedup,Ilookedathim...

Me:"Ntshangase,

Menziwa,

NjezikaXhoko!

Ndabezitha!

MvundlanewasoKhabeni,

Mbeng'osindaabosi,

Mgazi!"

Him:Qondisiwe



Me:Ngizocelaungichazelekonkefuthiungibonisekonke(Pleaseexplaineverythingto

me,andshowmeeverything)

Helookedatthewater,Igotupandwenttotakeabottleandthebasin.Ipouredthe

waterinthebasinandstirredthroughthenIsawsomething.Isawhim andMrsBiyela

arguing,itwasabigargumentbutIdidn'thearwhattheyweresayingthenanother

sceneplayedthrough.Isaw MrsBiyelaputtingpoisoninhiswhiskey,soeverytime

whenhedrankthewhiskeyhewasslowlyingestingthepoison.Ilookedathim,Iknow

MrsBiyelaisadifficultwoman,butthis..Thiswasbeyondtheword"Evil"...

Ilookedathim..

Him:MywifewashavinganaffairwithAlfred

WhoisAlfred?Heclearedtheconfusionforme..

Him:AlfredistheFatherofmyS..OfLungi'sexfiancéNokuthula.Theyhadbeen

conspiringtotakemycompanyfrom merightafterIhaddonesomeDNAtests,and

foundoutthatLungiwasnotmine.HewasAlfred'sson,that'swhenIsignedeverything

tomySonIbanathi.Ididn'twantthosetwotogetanything.WhenLorrainemywifehad

foundoutaboutthat,sheknew thatIwasgoingtodivorceherandleaveherwith

nothing.That'swhenshepoisonedmeandfakedeverythingwithmylawyertomakeit

seem likeIhadsignedeverythingtoher..

Me:HowlonghaveyouknownaboutLungi?

Him:Ihadmysuspicions,that'swhyIneverhadacloserelationshipwithhim.Whenthe

affaircontinuedthat'swhenIconfirmedeverythingwiththeDNAtest..

Thiswastoomuchtotakein..

Him:Youneedtohelphim,youandIbametforareason.Ipushedhim toyoubecauseI

knewthatyouweretheonlyonewhocouldhelphim

Me:Ibawillneverbelieveme

Him:MyWifemadesurethatIbadoesn'tconnectnoracknowledgetheexistenceof

ancestorsbymakinghim livelikehewasawhiteaperson.Hisschoolsandhisfriends

theynotmuchbelievers

Isatdownonthegrassmat..

Him:Ibaneedstotakebackwhatrightfullybelongstohim



Me:AndLorraine?ImeanMrsBiyela

Him:Ican'tdoanythingtoher,beforeIwasburiedsheputanaildeepinmyhandone

thatshegotfrom herwitchdoctor,sothatIdon'tcomeafterher

Inodded..

Him:Shewillbedealtwithlater,butfornowIbaneedstoknowthetruth..Idon'tknow

whymyLawyerbetrayedmelikethat

Me:Ifthisworks,Lungiisgoingtoloseeverything

Him:Idon'tcare,IjustwantmySontogetwhatrightfullybelongstohim

Me:Ibawon'tlistentome

Him:I'llhelpyou

Me:How?

Him:Justtrustme

Inodded..

Me:Okay

Him:Youaretheonlyonewhocanhelpdestroymywife,youareIndoniyamanzi.Your

ancestorsarestrongerthananything.MywifeusesastrongherbIdon'tseeany

traditionalhealerwinningthiswar,that'swhyIcametoyou.Youdon'tknowhowstrong

youare,youveryblessed.Itwon'tbeeasybutIbelieveinyou..PleasehelpmySon,heis

goingastray,heneedshelp

_____________

KHABONINA

Theofficerlookedatme..

Him:Doyouknowhowseriousthisis?

Me:ThenIsuggestningivalele,ngobaumangiphumala..Ngizombulala(Isuggestyou

lockmeup,ifIgofreeI'm goingtokillher)

Him:Youcan'tsaysuchthingsMam',anythingyousaycanandwillbeusedagainstyou

Weheardaknock,hewenttoopenwhileshakinghishead.Anotherofficerwalkedin,he



whisperedsomethingtohim thenhelookedatme..

Him:Ngiyabuya(I'm coming)

Theybothwentout.SindibetterpraythattheylockmeupbecauseIswear,iftheydon't.

I'm goingtokillher,I'm reallygoingtokillher..Theofficercamebackafterafew

minutes..

Him:Youfreetogo

Heuncuffedme..

Me:Uyenzaiphutha(Youmakingabigmistake)

Him:IfyoumurderherthenIwillcomebackandarrestyouformurder..Let'sgo

Igotupandhewalkedmeout,wepassedthereceptionareaandwentoutside.Isaw

Lungistandingnexttohiscar,wewenttohim..

Lungi:Thankyou

Officer:Youneedtotalktoher,orI'llbearrestingherforpremaditatedmurdersoon

Lungi:Iwill,andthankyou

Hewalkedaway,Lungilookedatme..

Lungi:IthoughtweagreedthatIbaandQondiwillworkthingsoutasadults

Iam sureBettycalledhim..

Lungi:IfIdidn'tbribehim,you'llbegoingtojail

Me:IwashopingtheywouldtakemetherebecauseI'm goingtokillher

Him:Khaboletthisgo!!

Me:Sindidoesn'tdoanythingwithoutareason,ifshetellsmewhyshedidthisthenI

mightjustnotkillher!

Him:Kh-

Me:Lungistayoutofit,I'm sureyouandIbafightandyoudon'tseemegettingin

between

Heraisedupbothhishands..



Him:It'syourcall

Me:Thankyou

__________

QONDISIWE

Iheardthedooropening,Igotupfrom thecouch.Iwasnervous.Hisfatherwassitting

ontheothercouch,Ilookedathim.Henodded..Hemadehiswayintotheloungeand

thenlookedatme..

Iba:Hey

Me:Hey

Him:I..

Icouldseethathewasashamed,ashamedofwhathedid.Hisfacesaiditall..

Him:QondiI'm..I'm trulysorry

Inodded..

Him:Ishouldhaveneverhityou

Me:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Helookedatme..

MrBiyela:Now

Me:IbaIneedtotalktoyou

Him:Okay?

Me:It'saseriousissue

Him:I'm listening

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:YourFatherishereandhewantstotalktoyou

Helookedatmewithoutsayinganything,thenhewalkedtothestaircase..

Me:Iba



Him:IknowthatwhatIdidwaswrong,butdon'tdothisplease

Hewalkedupthestairs,Ilookedathisfather..

MrBiyela:Bungee

Me:Bungee

Ibastopped,heturnedandandlookedatme..

Him:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Whohaveyoubeentalkingtoo?MyMother?

Me:YourMotherhatesme,whywouldItalktoher?

Him:Thenhowdidyouknowthatname?IsitLungi?Didhetellyoursister?

Me:NoIba

Heheldmetightonthesidesofmyarmsandshookme..

Him:Thenhowdidyouknowthatname??

Hewasmad..

MrB:Tellhim thathevomitedthatdaywhenhewassupposedtobungeejump,noone

knowsthatbutmeandhim

Me:Youvomitedthatday

Heletgoofme..

MrB:Tellhim thatIwastherewhenhetriedtoleapoffthebalcony

Me:Hewastherewhenyoutriedtoleapoffthebalcony

MrB:Hewashurtandhehadbeendrinking

Me:Youwerehurt,andyouhadbeendrinking

MrB:Hefoundithardtodealwithmydeath

Me:Youfoundithardtodealwithhisdeath



Isawtearsforminginhiseyes..

MrB:HewasmadthatIlefthim

Iswallowed..

Me:Youweremadthatheleftyou

MrB:Healsohadtakenafewpills

Me:Youalsohadtakenafewpills

MrB:That'swhentheangerissuesstarted

Me:That'swhentheAngeriss-

Iba:Stop!!Juststop!!

Heputhishandoverhismouthastearsfell..

Him:JuststopQondi

Ikeptquiet..Helookedaround...

Iba:Why?Whathappened?Whydidyou..

MrB:I'm sorry

Me:Hesayshe'ssorry

MrB:Tellhim aboutthewill

Me:Hehadsignedoffeverythingtoyou

Iba:Idon'tunderstand

Me:YourMom fakedthewill

Hesteppedbackandthenwenttositonthestir..

Me:Everythingbelongstoyou

Hetriedtofightbackhistearsbuthecouldn't..

Me:YourFathercan'tmoveonnorrestinpeaceuntilyougetwhat'syours.Hetried

communicatingwithyou,thesnake.Itwashim.Hehasbeenprotectingyou,from your

Mother,from herevil.Hehasalwaysbeenherewithyouevenwhenyoudidn'tbelieve



Hewipedhistears..

MrB:Thewhiskeybottlenotbeinginit'splaceallthetime,thatwasme

Me:Thewhiskeybottle..

Ibalaughedthroughhistears..

Iba:Thatwasyou?

MrB:Yes

Me:Itwashim

Moretearsfell,Icouldn'tholdbackminetoo..Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Heisheretohelpyou,youjustneedtobelieve.Believethatheishere

Ilaidhisheadonmythighs..

Me:Yourfatherlovesyouverymuchandhecouldn'tgo,hecouldn'tleavejustyet

HesqueezedmythighsandIfeltsomewetnessandmoistonmythighs..

MrB:IloveyouwithallmyheartmySon,andI'm sorryforeverythingthatyou'vebeen

through

Icouldn'tgoonwiththecommunication,seeinghim breakinglikethat.Itbrokemetoo

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

ItoldIbaeverythingthathisfathertoldme,Itoldhim aboutthepoison,Lungi,Alfred,

andNokuthula.Ididn'tleaveanydetailout,andhewasshocked,sowasI.Hehardly

evenslept,thiswholethinggottohim verybad.Iwasrelievedthathebelievedme,

there'sthingsthathisfathermentionedthatwereonlyknownbythem whichmadehim

tobelievemeevenmore.ThenextmorningIwokeupandhewasstandingoveratthe

balcony,lostinhisthoughts.Iwenttohim..

Me:Iba



Hedidn'teventurntolookatme.Iwentandstoodnexttohim,Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:It'smyMotherQondi,she'smyMother

YourownMotherdoingthistoyou,shehasruinedherkids..

Him:How doyouenforcearelationshipbetweenSiblings,Lungiwasverycloseto

marryingNokuthulahisownSisterandshesaidnothing.TheyslepttogetherQondi,I'm

beyondtheword"disgusted"

Itwasdifficulttodigest..

Him:ShekilledmyFather,shetookeverythingthatbelongedtome..Shewantedto

stealthevillagefrom youandyourpeople

Ilookedathim..

Me:What?

Him:Ishould'vetoldyouIknow

Me:Ushoukuthini?(Whatdoyoumean)

Him:LorrainewasgoingtohavetheKingsignoverhisland,theneveryonewasgoingto

beevictedsoshecanusethewholelandforthefamilybusiness

Me:Umhlabawethuubuzothathwawenawathulawangangitshela(Ourvillagewas

goingtobestolenfrom us,youkeptquietanddidn'ttellme)

Him:HonestlyIdidn'tcarebecauseIwantedyouherewithme

Ishookmyheadandwentbacktothebedroom,hefollowedme..

Him:I'm sorry

Me:Ineedtoprepareforschool

Him:I'lldriveyou

Me:I'llcatchataxi

Him:Qondi..

Me:IneedsomespaceIba..Please

Him:Okay,I'llgiveyousomespace



Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedtothebathroom...

___________

KHABONINA

Ilookedather,hereyeswerewonderingaround..

Sindi:Ididn'tpressanychargesKhabo,whenLungicalledmelastnightandaskedme

whyIhadyouarrestedIwasshocked

Me:Ifyoudidn'tthenwhodid?

Her:ItwasMrsBiyela

Me:Kanjani?(How)

Her:KhabothehonesttruthisthatI'vebeenstrugglingfinanciallyforthepastfew

months,IwasclosetobeingevictedwhenMrsBiyelacalledmeandaskedtomeetup

withme.ShemademeanofferthatifIhelpher,shewouldpayme.AtthattimeIonly

thoughtaboutthemoneyandIjustwentforit

Me:WeyourSistersSindi,ifyouwerestrugglingyoucould'vecalledmeorQondisiwe

Her:I'm sorry..Ukuthinje(It'sjustthat)

Shetookadeepbreath..

Her:YouandQondisiwearedoingbetterforyourselves,honestlyspeakingI'vealways

beenthebettersister,pridejusttookover.Ididn'tseemyselfbeggingyouandQondifor

help

Me:Thiswomanistryingtodestroyusandyouhelpedher

Her:I'm trulysorry,IdiditbecauseIknowthatQondihasagoodheart.Iknowthatshe's

veryforgivingthat'swhyitwaseasyformetodoit

Me:Sowhatwasgoingtohappennext?UbuzolalanoLungi?(Wereyougoingtosleep

withLungi)

Her:Cha..Shesaidshehadthatcovered

Me:You'llhavetotellQondisiwewhathappened,beforeshetellsher



Her:Ican't

Me:Sindi

Her:Can'titjustendupbetweenus?

Me:She'sgoingtotellher

Her:IbaisgoingtokillmeifIsayanythingtouQondisiweaboutthis

Me:Idon'tcare!!uIbanathiakamthandiuQondi(Ibanathidoesn'tloveQondisiwe)

Her:Hedoes

Me:Hedoesn't,ifhedidhewould'vesleptwithyou.Hewouldn'tbeentertainingyou

Her:Ican'ttelluQondisiweI'm sorry

Istoodup..

Me:Thengetoutofmyhouse,anddon'tevercomebackhere

Shelookedatme..

Me:HambaSindi,angifuninokukubona(LeaveSindi,Idon'teverwannaseeyouagain)

Shegotupandtookherbag,Iaccompaniedhertothedoor..

_____________

NOKUTHULA

Iwenttothelivingroom whereweseeourvisitors.ItwasLungi'sMother,shestoodup

whenImademywaytoher..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shesatdown..

Her:Iam heretoseehowyouholdingup

Me:It'snotvisitinghours,it'stooearlyforthat

Her:IaskedifIcouldseeyounowandtheyagreed

(Silence)



Her:I'm trulysorryaboutyourfather,hewasaverygoodman..Howareyoufeeling?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Iwannaattendhisfuneral,Iwannabeoutofhere

Her:I'llmakethathappen,don'tworry

Me:Howishe?

Her:Lungi?

Inodded..

Her:He'sokay

Me:Heisstillwithher?

Shelookeddown..

Itookoutthepregnancytestandtosseditather..

Me:Tellhim congratulations,he'sgoingtobeaFather

Shetookthepregnancytestandlookedatit.

Her:Howfarlongareyou?

Me:3/4months

Hereyeswidened...

Her:Younevertoldus

Me:Ididn'tknow,onlyfoundoutlastmonth

Her:WowI..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Istoodup..

Me:GoodbyeLorraine

Her:I'llcomeandseeyouagain

Iwalkedawayleavingherthere...

_________



LUNGISA

IwaspreparingmyselfforameetingwhenIbawalkedin..

Me:Hey..Sorryaboutlastnight,Ihadanemergency

Him:It'scool

Hesatdown...

Me:Yougood?

Him:Icouldn'tsleeplastnight

Me:HowisQondisiwe?Didyouguystalkthingsout?

Him:Sortoff

Inodded..

Me:That'sgood

Him:CanIaskyousomething?

Me:Yeahsure

Him:Whoareyouloyaltoo?BetweenMeandMom?

Ilookedathim...

Me:Whereisthatcomingfrom now?

Him:I'm justasking

Me:IknowthatMom isdifficultattimesbutwefamilyBro,myloyaltylieswithfamily

Him:Isee

Hegotup..

Me:Maybewecanmeetuplaterfordrinks

Him:Yeahsure

Me:Orbetteryet,youandQondicancomeoverfordinner

Him:I'lltalktoher



Me:I'llhearfrom youthen

Him:Cool

Heleft...

.

Tobecontinued
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IBANATHI

IwassurprisedwhenSindicalledmeandsaidshehassomethingimportanttodiscuss

withme.Ithoughtweagreedtonevercallnorseeeachotheragain,sheassuredme

thatit'sveryimportant.SoIagreedthatshecancomeoveratmyplacesothatwecould

"Talk"...

Her:IsQondisiweatschool?

Me:Yousaidit'simportant

Her:Yesitis

Me:I'm allears

Her:Yourmotherpaidmetosleepwithyou

Me:Excuseme?

Her:It'snosecretthatshehatesQondisiweandKhabo,she'stryingtodoawaywith

them

Ifoldedmyarms...Shetookoutanenvelopefrom herbag..

Her:Thisissomeofthemoneythatshepaidme

Me:Whydidyouagreetodoit?

Her:Iwasdesperate,Ineededmoney

Me:Moneywasmoreimportanttoyou?Somuchthatyoudecidedtobetrayyoursister

likethat?

Her:I'm nothereforyoutojudgeme



Shealsotookoutherphone..

Her:Imadesureyouweredoseduponcoke,andthenItookavideo.Shewasgoingto

sendittoQondibutIhaven'tsentittoherasyet..I'm goingtodeleteit

Me:Youdosedmeuponcoke?Youcould'vekilledme

Her:I'm sorry,Ishould'vebeenupfrontwithyouaboutthis

Me:There'snousegettingmadaboutthis,deletethevideo

Shedeletedit..

Her:Whataboutyourmom?

Me:Don'tworryabouther,thankyouforcomingcleantome

Her:It'stheleastIcoulddo

Me:Justdon'ttellQondiaboutthis

Shenodded..

Me:Thankyouagain

Her:Youwelcome

I'm tryingtounderstandmyMotherbutI'm failingtoo,she'smoreviciousthanIthought.

____________

KHABONINA

Isaw hermakingherwaytomytable,myfirstthoughtwastomeetherhalfwayand

stranglehertodeath.MrsBiyelaisthedevilinheels..Shelookedatme..

Her:Iwassurprisedtohearfrom you

Me:Pleasehaveaseat

Shelookedatthechair,andthenshesatdown..

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Her:No..I'm good

Sheputherbagonthetable..



Her:Sowhatam Idoinghere?Idoubtthisisamotheranddaughterinlawmoment

Me:SinditoldmethatyoupaidhertosleepwithIba

Shegavemeaconnivingsmile..

Her:So?

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?Whatisthisobsessionwithyourboys?

Her:IdecidewhocarriestheBiyelasurname,youandyoursisterarenotworthyformy

Sons

Me:Shouldn'ttheydecidethatforthemselves?

Her:Amotherknowsbest

Me:There'smoretothisstory,there'sareasonwhyyoukeepingusaway

Her:LookDear,justpackup.Takeyoursisterwithyouandgobacktothatuseless

village

Me:Iwould,buttheproblem isthatyourSonlovesmetodeath

Shenoddedrepeatedly..

Her:Nokuthulaiscomingback

Me:Goodforher

Sheleanedover..

Her:Idon'tthinkyouunderstand,she'spregnant

Myheartalmoststopped..

Her:Ithoughtasmuch.SoyoureallythinkthatLungiwouldstillwannabewithyou

whenhisfiancéispregnant?He'sgoingtoleaveyou..Shehasanupperhand

Me:Youlying

Her:Am I?

Idon'tthinkshewaslying..

Her:Ithoughtitwouldbedifficultgettingridofyoubut..Fatejustintervened



Shetookherbag...

Her:WalkawayDear

Thiswasn'thappening..

Shetookoutsomecashfrom herpurse..

Her:Enjoylunch,it'sonme

Sheplaceditonthetableandwalkedaway..

___________

QONDISIWE

Iwasveryquiettodayatschool,Ihadalotofthingsrunninginmymind..Iwassitting

withHappy,Akhonahadgonetogetussomethingtoeat..

Her:Outwithit

Me:Hmmmmm?

Her:What'sbotheringyou?

Me:It'snothing

Her:Qonditalktome

Me:Justthatthingsbetweenmeandmyboyfriendareabitmessy

Her:Ishecheating?

Me:What?

Her:Whenthingsgetmessyinarelationshiptheguyistheonethat'scheating

Me:Idon'tthinkthathe'scheating,wejust..Wefightalotandit'sexhausting

Her:Relationshipscandrainyourbloodandyoursoul

Me:Imean..Idolovehim butIdon'tknowifwemeanttobe

Her:Thenwalkaway

Me:Ican'twalkaway



Her:Yesyoucan..Ifyounothappywalkawaythantobeinarelationshipwhereyou

unhappy,it'snotfair

Me:Iwishitwasthateasy,Ibawouldkillme

Her:Iba?

Me:Ibanathi

Her:Biyela?

Me:Yes..Youknowhim?

Her:EveryoneknowsIbanathi..Youdatingthatspoiledrottenprick

Me:WowIcantellthathe'snotyourfavoriteperson

Her:Ifollowhim onsocialmedia,heisaselfcenteredbastardwhoonlyknowshowto

blowhisfamily'smoney

Me:Wellheisnotthatbad

Her:Notthatbad,letmeshowyou

ShetookoutherphoneandshowedmeafewvideosofIbainaclub.Thevideoswere

oldthough

Her:Herollswithslayqueens

IswearthatIsawmySisterSindiinoneofthevideos,shewassittingonhislapwith

somepipeinhishandthatshewasdrawingsmokefrom it..

Happy:ThatisSindi,she'salwayswithhim..Ibetmymoneythatthesetwoarefucking

Me:Youthink?

Her:Pshhhhgirlcomeon!

Ilookedatthevideoagain..

Her:Iam sorrybutIdon'tlikethisguy,atall

________

LUNGISA

Ireceivedacallfrom Khabo..



Her:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Tellyouwhat?

Her:AreyouseriousLungi?Firstyoudidn'ttellmethatyouhadafiancénowyounot

tellingmethatshe'spregnantIhadtohearitfrom yourMother!Ithoughtwewerea

team

Me:Wait!Whatareyoutalkingabout?WhatdoyoumeanthatNokuthulaispregnant

Me:Ohhsonowyougoingtoactasiflikeyoudidn'tknow?

Him:Ididn'tknow!LookI'llcallyouback,clearlythere'salotthatIhavetodiscusswith

myMother!!!

Ihungup...

___________

IBANATHI

Iknockedathisdoor..

Him:Comein

Iwalkedin..

Him:Iba,it'ssonicetoseeyou

Iclosedthedoor..

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Iwentandsatdown..

Me:I'm holdingupgood

Him:WhatcanIdoforyou?Yourmom isthreateningtostopyourtrustfundagain?

Me:Whydidyoudoit?

Him:I'm sorry?

Me:Thewill..Whydidyouchangeit?

Him:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout



Me:Don't..Don'tdothat..Myfatherhadsignedoffeverythingtomeandthenyou

changedthewill

Heloosenedhistie..

Me:Whereistheoriginalwill?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Doyouknowthatyougoingtogetarrestedforwhatyoudid?Everythingthatyou've

workedhardforisgoingtodisappearintothinair

Him:Youcan'tproveanything

Me:Ican't?Whydon'tyouaskyourselfhowIfoundout?Youreallywannatakethisup

withme?Becauseitwon'tendwellforyou

Him:ListenIdidn'twannabeapartofthisbutyourMom..

Me:Whatholddoesshehaveonyou?

Him:Heknowsalotofthingsaboutme,thingsthatcanruinmeandmyfamily

Me:WellthenI'm afraidI'm goingtoruinyourlifemore,unless..

Him:unless??

Me:Unlessyouretaintheoriginalwillanddestroythefakeone

Him:Iba..

Me:MyFathertrustedyou,hetrustedthatmyinheritancewasgoingtobesafewithyou

Him:Ididn'tmeanforanyofthistohappen

Me:Wellthen,yougoingtodestroythatfakewillandthengivemeacopyoftheoriginal

will.Donotsayanythingtomymother,fornow wegoingtomakeherthinkthatshe

possesseseverything

Him:I'm trulysorryIba,Ididn'tmeanto..

Me:Ineedthecopyoftheoriginalwill..Now!

.

Tobecontinued



Noedits
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QONDISIWE

ThepossibilityofmySistersleepingwithmyboyfriendmademesicktomystomach,is

thisthereasonwhyuSindihasbeenavoidingme?Forhow longhasthisthingbeen

goingonbetweenthem?HowcouldSindidothistome?She'smysister!!..Schoolwas

finallyout,Itookataxistraighthome.IwantedtoconfrontIbaaboutthis,Ineededhim

tolookmeintheeyeandtellmethetruth..Luckyformehewashome,hewaseven

dressedup..

Him:I'm gladyouhome,Iwanttotakeyouout

Ithrewmybagonthebed,Ilookedathim andmyheartjustbrokeintoamillionpieces.

Ibahasnotbeengoodtome,thelasttimeIwashappywithhim waswhenwestarted

dating.Nowallhedoesishurtmeandmakemecry..

Him:QondiIknowthatthingsbetweenyouand-

Me:Areyousleepingwithmysister?

Hiseyeswidened..

Him:Angizwanga?(Pardon)

Me:AreyousleepingwithSindi?

Herubbedhiseyes..

Him:Qondi

Me:Soit'strue?

Him:Ididn'tmeanforittohappen

Me:She'smysister!!!(Shouting)

Him:Itwasaterriblemistake

Me:WhatdidIeverdotoyou?Ngikwenzeni?

Him:Babenodon'tdothat,it'sallmyfault

Me:Whyareyoudoingthistome?WhyIba?AllIeverdidwastoloveyou!!



Him:Iknow..

Me:Youhavehurtmebefore,butthis..Withmyownsister?Couldn'tyoufindsomeone

elseatleast?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Why?IsitbecauseIdon'tknowmuchaboutsex?Doyouevenloveher?

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:No..Ofcoursenot,Idon'tloveher..Iloveyou

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Noyoudon't

Hetriedtouchingme..

Me:Youdon'tlovemeanddon'teventouchmerightnow,Idon'twantyoutotouchme

andIhatebeingunderthesameroofasyou

Him:Okay..Okay..Okay,tellmewhattodosothatIcanfixthis,sothatIcanfixus

Me:Idon'twannabewithyou

Him:Don'tsaythat

Me:Ihateyouandyoudisgustme!!Ijustwannabefar...Veryfarawayfrom you

Hegotdownonhisknees..

Him:QondisiweIam sorry

Me:Youcanhaveherit'sfine,I'm leaving

Iwalkedtothecloset..

Him:Leavingisnotanoption

Me:Ijustwannabefarawayfrom you

Hestoodatthedoor..

Him:Qondi

Me:IhateyouandIwannago!!(crying)



Him:Uzoyaphi?

Me:Idon'tknow!!AngazikodwawhatIknowisthatIwannabefarawayfrom you

Him:Okaythisismadness,Iknowyoumadbutyounotleaving

Tookoutmyclothesfrom theclosetandthrewthem onthefloor..

Him:Haveyoufoundsomeone?

Iignoredhim..

Him:Qondisiwe!!!(Shouting)

Myheartjumped..

Him:Whatisthis?Haveyoufoundsomeone

Icontinuedtakingmyclothesfrom thecloset,hewalkeduptomeandgrabbedmyarm..

Him:Haveyoufoundsomeone?

Me:NgiyekeIba!!(Letgoofme)

Heshookme..

Me:NgitheNgiyeke!!(Isaidleavemealone)

Idon'tknowwhatgottomebutIslappedhim,Islappedhim acrosstheface.Hethrew

medownonthefloor..

Him:Youwillnevereverraiseyourhandonmedoyouunderstand?

Ilookedatme..

Me:I'm stillleaving

Helookedatmeforafewseconds..

Him:Okayifyouwannaleaveyoucanleave,butletmeshow youhow yougoingto

leave!!

Hewalkeduptomeandgrabbedmebymyhair..Hedraggedmeout..

Me:Ibauyangilimaza(Ibayouhurtingme)

Hedraggedallthewaytothebalcony..



Him:Thisisyourwayout!!

Me:Iba!!!!!

Heletgoofmyhairandopenedtheslidingdoor,Itriedcrawlingbuthegrabbedmeby

myhairagain..

Me:Ibastop!!!

Him:Thisisyouronlywayout

Iheldontotheedgeoftheslidingdoor,hestartedkickingmeonmyback..

Him:Youwannaleavemeforwho?

Hecontinuedkickingme,Ifelteverykick..

Me:Ibayouaregoingtokillme!!(screaming)

Hewentonandon,untilmygriploosened,thenhepickedmeupandwentstraightto

thebalconywithme.Igrabbedhisshirt..

Him:Youstillwannaleaveme???

Me:Ibaplease(crying)

Idon'tthinkI'veeverbeenthisscaredinmylifebefore..Hewastryingtothrowmeoff

thebalcony,thiswasnotthemanthatIfellinlovewith.Idon'tknow him anymore,I

don'tknowthisstranger..Isawmynecklaceglowing,thensomethinghappened.Isaw

Nowisa,shestoodatthedoorwayjustnexttotheslidingdoor..

Her:Ibanathi

Ibanathiputmedown,heturnedandIthinkhealsosawher..

Her:AyenzwanjaloIndoniyamanzi(Youcan'tdothattoaGuardian)

Iba:Whothehellareyou?

Nowisaraisedherhandup..

Me:Nowisa!!

Iknewshewasgoingtosendhim flying,shewasgoingtoleaphim offthebalcony..

Shelookedatme..



Insteadshelookedathim,thenIsawIbarubbinghiseyes..

Iba:Ican'tseeanything!!!

Nowisalookedatmeandthenmadeherwaytome,shestretchedoutherhandtome

thenshehelpedmetogetup..

Me:Awww...

Her:Askiessisi

Shehelpedmetowalkbackintothebedroom,thenshelockedhim out..

Shehelpedmetositonthebed..

Me:Nowisa???

Shesatnexttome..

Her:Phephisasisi

Shehuggedme,andIjustcried...

Her:Phephisa

_________

LUNGISA

Isatthereasshemadeherwaytome,Ineededanswers.Whydidn'tNokstellmeabout

this?Whydidn'tshecallmeorsomething???Shesatdownnexttome,Iwassittingon

thecouch.Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Isittrue?

(Silence)

Ilookedather..

Me:Isittrue?

Her:What'strue?

Me:Don't..Don'tdothat

Shesighed..



Her:YesI'm pregnant

Me:DammintNoks!!Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Her:Tellyou?Weren'tyoutheonewhowasbusytellingmethatyouhavemovedon?

Didn'tyoutellmethatyoufoundsomeoneelse??

Me:Don'tplaythatcardwithme,Ihadtherighttoknow!!

Her:Nowyouknow..Sowhat?

Me:Itdoesn'tchangeanything

Shechuckled...

Her:ByeLungi

Me:No..No..Youwon'tdothat

Her:I'm goingtoraisemychildalone,youcangobackwho...What'shernameagain?

Shegotupfrom thecouch...

Her:Pleasedon'tcomebackhereeveragain!

Shewalkedaway..

Me:NoksI'm notdonetalkingtoyou

Shecontinuedwalkingaway...

Me:Noks!!!!(shouting)

Oneofthestafflookedatme..Ican'tbelieveNoksisdoingthis..

___________

QONDISIWE

NowisastayedwithmeuntilKhaboshowedup,shewaswithafriendIhadcalledher.

NowisakeptIbalockedupthewholetime,hewasjustbangingontheslidingdoor

couldn'topenit.Nowisakeptitlockedlikethat.Immediatelywhentheywalkedintothe

bedroom,NowisareturnedbackIbanathi'svisionthenshedisappeared..

Khabo:Qondi??

Shewalkeduptomeandhuggedme..



Me:Ouch...

Shebrokethehugandlookedatme..

Her:What?Whatdidyoumeanthathebeatyouup?

Iliftedmyt-shirt,andthenshecheckedmyback.Ibaopenedtheslidingdoorand

walkedin.Khabopulleddownmyt-shirtandchargedathim...

Khabo:Ujwayelaabantukabi,hayingenganekaMa!!!!

Khabothrewbacktobackclapsathim,somuchthatIbacouldn'tdefendhimself.The

lastslaphetrippedandfellbecausehewaswalkingbackwards,Khabogotontopofhim

andcontinuedslappinghim..

Khabo:NgizokubulalangenganekaMauyezwa??(I'm goingtokillyouwithmyMother's

child)

Theclapsturnedintopunches,givinghim nochancetoreturnthetreatment.Khabogot

offhim...

Shelookedaround,Ibaalsotriedtogetup.Icouldtellthathewasbleedingfrom his

noseandmouth..

Me:Khabomyeke(Khaboleavehim)

IbastaggeredaroundandwenttoKhabo,withallthestrengthhehadhepunchedmy

sister.ThatonlypissedKhabomore..Khaboputherhandsaroundhisneck,thenshe

broughthisfacedownwhichcameincontactwithherknee,heletgoofhim andIba

fell..Khaboputherfootonhisthroat..

Khabo:Ngizokunyathelauyezwa?(I'm goingtokillyou)

Ibahadnocomeback,hewasdone..

Meandthefriendlookedateachother,Iwasscaredtosaysomething,shewasalso

scaredtosaysomething..

Khabo:BettygogetQondi'sthingsbeforengimbulalalo!!!!

Sheglanceddownathim whilebreathingheavy,Ibawascoughingbloodandno

strengthleftinhim.Ithinkthekneesituationfinishedhim..Khabopulledherskirtalittle

andpressedharder,Ibatriedtogetherfootofffrom histhroatbuthecouldn't..

Khabo:Ngizokubulalanya,kokhalauMawakholaakhonamfana(I'm goingtokillyou,



yourmom willcrywhereversheis)

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Khabo'sfrienddroveusstraighttoLungi'shouse,Ihadtakenmostofmythingsandwe

leftIbathereonthefloor.Idon'tevenknow ifhewasokayornot,Ididn'tevendare

checkuponhim.WhenitcomestofightingKhaboisgood,sheusedtokickassbackat

ourvillageandalmosteveryonewasscaredofher.ShewasmoreofaMothertous

thanaSister,sheusedtostraightenuswhenwewerenaughty.Ithinkthat'sanother

reasonwhySindileftandwenttoJohannesburg,Khabowastoomuch..Whenwegotto

thehouse,sheputawarm clothonmyback.IwastoomuchinpainthatIcouldn'teven

walkproperly..

Her:Uyaqalaukukushaya?(Wasthisthefirsttimehebeatyouup)

Me:Cha..(No)

Her:WathulaQondisiwe(Youkeptquiet)

Tearswerestreamingdown,Iimaginedthatbalconyscene.Hecould'vekilledme..

Shepressedabitharder..

Me:OuchKhabo

Her:ThulaQondi!Azangeushoukuthilomfanauyakshaya(Keepquiet,youdidn'ttell

methatthisboyisbeatingyou)

Sheclickedhertongue,nowIwon'ttellherthewholestory.She'sgoingtobemoremad.

Her:Qondiindondaikshayakanyenje,izophindafuthi(Ifamanbeatsyouonce,he's

goingtobeatyouupagain)

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Younotgoingbackthereagain!

Iclosedmyeyes..



________

LUNGISA

Ibahadcalledmeandtoldmethathewasattacked,hewasinbadshapethatIhadto

takehim tothehospital..WhenhetoldmethewholestorythatKhabobeathim up,I

couldn'thelpbutlaugh..

Doctor:Yougoingtoneedaminorsurgery,yournoseisbroken

Iba:Dowhatyougottado!!

Me:Idon'tunderstand,whydidKhabobeatyouup?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Iba

Iba:LeavemealoneLungi,whatyoushouldknowisthatyourgirlfriendisgoingtopay

forthis!!

Me:Really?Afterhowshebatteredyou,youreallywannagoatheragain?

Him:Iain'tnotpunk!!!!

Doctor:Keepstill

Iba:Areyougoingtobedoneanytimesoon?

Ibawasallworkedup..

MyMothercamerushingin..

Ma:Ohhmyword!!

Shedroppedherbag..

Ma:Bungeewhodidthistoyou?

Iba:Youcalledher?

Me:WellIdidn'tknowwhoattackedyouso..

Ma:Babydidyouseewhodidthistoyou?

Ichuckled..



Ma:Whodidthistoyou?

Iba:It'snothingMa

Ma:Whatdoyoumeanit'snothing?Didyoulookatyourself?

Iba:I'm fine!!Younotsupposedtobehere

Ma:Lungiwhodidthis?

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Khabo(lowvoice)

Ma:Who?

Iscratchedmyforehead..

Me:Khabo

Ma:What??

ShelookedatIba..

Ma:Whothehelldoesshethinksheis?Ibaismyson!ShehasnorightbeatingmySon

akamzalanga

Me:Ibayenawenzeni?(WhatdidIbado)

Ma:YabonalamasimbawentombiyakhoLungi?(Youseethisbloodygirlfriendofyours)

Iba:Maletitgo

Ma:I'm callingthecops,wegoingtolaycharges

Me:Ma...No

Mymom wentandgotherbag,Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Younotcallingthecops

Shehitmewithherbag..

Ma:Shealmostkilledmychild!Lookathim!!

Iba:Lungiisright,youcan'tcallthecops



Ma:Ibashedeservestobeputaway,clearlyshe'sananimal

Iba:Ifyouhaveherarrested,I'm alsogoingtojail

Me:Why?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Iba?

Iba:IbeatQondisiweup

Me:Thereyougo..I'm leaving

Ma:Sowhat?Thatdoesn'tgivehertherighttobeatmyson!!

Iwalkedaway,myMothergrabbedmyarm..

Ma:TellthathooliganI'm comingforher!!Ngizomunyisa

Me:WhateverMa

Sheletgoofmyarm andthenwalkedaway..

___________

QONDISIWE

Khabo:Benilwelani(Whywereyouguysfighting)

Shegavemethepainkillersandtheglassofwater..

Me:Iconfrontedhim aboutsleepingwithSindi,thenhelostit

Her:Youconfrontedhim aboutSindi?

Me:Hewassleepingwithher

Her:Ohw

Ilookedather..

Me:Younotshocked

Her:InmydefenceIbeatheruptoo

Me:Youknew!!?(shouting)



Sheraisedhereyebrow..

Her:Ngithengimshayileangithi(IsaidIbeatherup)

Me:YouknewKhabo..Wathula(Youkeptquiet)

Her:Itwasnotmyplacetosayanything

Idrankthepills..

Khabo:Justfocusongettingbetterubayeke(leavethem alone)

Irolledmyeyes..

Her:Manakengokudelela(Don'tdisrespectme)

Shetooktheglass..

Her:Tryandgetsomerest

Me:Thankyou

__________

IBANATHI

Dr:Tomorrowmorningyou'llgoforsurgery

Ma:ThankyouDr

Him:TheNursewillcomeandbookyouaword

Hewalkedaway..

Ma:Ngikhathelengalamantombazana(I'm tiredofthisgirls)

Me:Macanyoupleaseleave?

Her:I'm notleaving

Shewentandsatonthechair,ItookmyphoneandtextedQondisiwe...

"Thisisnotover,ifyouthinkyougoingtoleaveme.Thinkagain"

___________

KHABONINA



IwasnowatthekitchenwashingdisheswhenLungiwalkedin..Ididn'tevenlookathim,

Icontinuedwashingdisheswhilesinging..

Me:"Qalaaphakum,uzeendodeni"

Hestoodnexttomeandfoldedhisarms,hekepthiseyesonme..

Me:"Qalaaphakum,uzeendoneni"

Hestilldidn'tsayanything,buthislookwasgettingtome.Istoppedwashingdishes

andlookedathim,helookedatmetoo..

Me:Uyakhulumayini?(Doyouhavesomethingtosay)

Iwentbacktowashingdishes..

Him:I'm justwonderingifI'm safebeingaroundyourightnow

Me:Whywouldn'tyoufeelsafe?

Him:Idon'tknow..Maybeit'sbecauseyoubrokemybrother'snose

Ilaughed..

Me:Ohw..

Him:Youroughedhim up

Me:Shame...

Him:Doyouknow how seriousthisis?Whatifyoubeatupsomeoneonedayand

actuallykillthatperson?

Me:Kuyobekuyibhadilakheloyomuntu(Thatwouldbetheperson'sbadluck)

Him:ThisisseriousKhabo

Me:Kantiubaniohlekayo?(Who'slaughing)

Him:PhelaangisuIbamina(I'm notIbanathi)

Me:Ang'didekile(I'm notconfused)

Hetriedtouchingmyarm butIsprinkledthesoapywateronhisface..

Me:Don'tstartLungi



HeheldbothmyhandsandpushedmebackwardsuntilIwasagainstthefridge,he

pinnedbothmyhandsonmychest..

Him:Lookatme!!!

Ilookedathim..

Him:JustbecauseyoubeatupSindiandIbathatdoesn'tmeanyouaboxingchampion

Itriedtogetawayfrom hisgripbutIcouldn't,hewasalotstronger..

Me:AwungiyekeLungi(letgoofme)

Him:NgizokushayaKhaboandyouwon'tbelieveit!!!

Istoppedforcingtobreakawayfrom histightgripbecauseIwasn'twinning..

Him:Whyareyousoomad?

Me:I'm notmadLungi

Him:Youmadaboutsomething,andI'm notgoingtoreleaseyouuntilyoutellmewhat's

wrong

Me:Hebeatupmylittlesister!!

Him:That'snottherealreasonwhyyoumad

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Thenwegoingtostandhereforever

Afewsecondspassed,thenaminute.Hedidn'tmove,hewasserious..

Me:Letgoofmeandthenwe'lltalk

Hereleasedme,Itriedslappinghim butheheldmyarm andtwisteditabit..

Him:Ang'dlalinawe(I'm notplayingwithyou)

Me:Eishmaanokaythen

Heletgo..

Him:Talktome

Ilookedatmyarm..



Him:Whatisit?

Me:I'm justtired

Him:Tiredofwhat?

Me:I'm tiredoftalking,I'm tiredoffeelingdrained..I'm justtired...

Him:Tiredofwhat?

Me:Ofeverything,yourMother'shatetowardsmeandmysisters.I'm wonderingwhat

shehasinstoreforusandifwegoingtosurviveit?LookatwhatshedidtoQondisiwe

andIba?

Hehuggedmethight..

Me:AftereverythingI'vebeenI'vebeenthrough,losingyouwouldshatterme

Him:That'snotgoingtohappen,I'm notgoinganywhere

____________

QONDISIWE

IreadIbanathi'smessage,Ikeptonreadingituntiltearsstartedforminginmyeyes..

Nowisa:Qondisiwe

Islowlyturnedandlookedather..

Shecameandlookedandsatnexttome..

Me:Ngiyabonga(thankyou)

Her:uyindoniyamanzingekesakuyekelela(YouareIndoniyamanzi,wewouldnever

neglectyou)

Me:Nowisanawecishewangbulala(Youalmostkilledme)

Her:Bongekeuzeufe(Youwerenevergoingtodie)

(Silence)

Her:Uyindoniyamanziumfulauyakuhlonipha(Theriverrespectsyou)

(Silence)



Her:QondisiwengilibhekileiksasalakhonoIbanathi,akakulungele(I'veseenyourfuture

withIbanathi,he'snotgoodforyou)

Me:Ngekengabuyelaesgodiningayohlalaemfuleni(Iwouldnevergobacktotheriver)

Shesmiled..

Her:Ngiyakwazilokho(Iknowthat)

She'snotprotesting,that'safirst..

Her:Kodwangilibonileiksasalakhonomunye(I'veseenyourfuturewithsomeoneelse)

Me:Nowisa

Her:UkulungeleQondisiwe(he'sgoodforyou)

Me:I'm notgoingtomarrysomeonefrom thevillage,someonethatyouwannabenefit

from

Her:NtsikayezweSodlaka

Me:Huh?

Her:Ukubakhonakwakhokulesasikolonokubakhonakwakheakusiyiphutha(Him being

atthatschoolandyoubeingthere,it'snotamistake)

Me:Nowisauthini(whatareyousaying)

Shedisappeared..

Me:Nowisa???

.

Tobecontinued

[31/03,23:20]+27747280238:44

QONDISIWE

[ONEMONTHLATER]

IwalkedinonLungiandKhaboarguing..

Lungi:IthinkitwaswaytooearlyforQondisiwetostartdatingagain.Shestillhasto

healfrom herrelationshipwithIba,sheshouldn'tbejumpingfrom onerelationshipto



anotheronelikethis

Khabo:Qondisiwedoesn'thavemuchexperiencewhenitcomestodating,sheneedsto

datealittleandseehowrelationshipsaresothatnexttime,shecantellthedifference

from agoodandatoxicrelationship

Him:Thisguyiswhatinhis30s?

Her:AllthemorereasonwhyIlikehim,heisamanheknowswhathewants

Him:Youdon'tevenknowhim

Me:WhydoIhaveafeelingthatyouwantIbaandQondisiwetodateagain?

Him:Ididn'tsaythat

KhabonoticedthatIwasstandingthere..

Khabo:Theresheis

Him:He'sherteacherforfuckssake

Khaborolledhereyesathim..

Khabo:WowyoulookniceNana

Me:Thankyou

Idon'tknowhowithappenedbutIhavebeendoingextraafternoonclasseswithNtsika

atschoolbecausemathswasachallengeforme,thenonethingledtoanotherandhere

wearetodayinarelationship.Takingthingsslow,Idon'tknow how slow wetaking

them becauseheiscomingoverfordinner,Khabowantedtomeethim..Weheardthe

bellringing..

Me:Ithinkthat'shim

Khabo:I'llgetit

Lungi:It'smyhouseI'llgetit

IhavesincebeenlivingwithLungiandKhabo..

Lungiwentandopenedthedoor..

Ntsika:Goodevening



Lungi:CanIhelpyou?

Him:Idon'tknowifIhavetherightaddressbutI'm herebecauseIwasinvitedfordinner

Lungi:Dinner?

Him:Qondisiweliveshereright?

Lungi:Idon'tknowifyouaskingortellingme

Khabo:Lungi!

LungisteppedbackandNtsikawalkedin..

Khabo:Woow

Hewasholdingtwobouquetsofflowers,andagiftbag..Hehandedthegiftbagto

Lungi..

Him:I'm guessingyouareQondisiwe'sbrotherinlaw,thisisforyou

Lungitookitandopenedit,hetookoutaboxofwhiskey..

Lungi:Glenmorangiepride1978Singlemaltscotchwhisky

Lungilookedathim shocked..

Lungi:Thisisveryexpensive,Ithoughtyouwerejustateacherhowdidyouaffordthis?

Ntsika:Itwasagift,butI'm notmuchofadrinker

HemovedonandcametoKhabo..

Him:YoumustbeKhabo?

Khabo:YesIam

Hehandedherthebouquetoflilies..

Khabo:Thankyou

Thenhehandedmethebouquetofroses...Me:Thankyou

Him:Youlooklovely

Me:Thankyou



HelookedatmeandIlookedathim..

Khabo:I'llputtheflowersonthecounter,I'llsortthem later.Pleaseyoucanmakeyour

waytothelivingroom

Hefollowedmetodiningtable..

Ntsika:Thisishouseisbeautiful

Me:Itis

LungiandKhabojoinedus..Ntsikatookthenapkinandputitonmythighs,heissucha

gentleman..

Lungi:Howdidyoubuysuchanexpensivewhisky?It'sworthwhat?80-100k

Khabo:Awhat?

Ntsika:Itoldyou,itwasagift

Lungi:Agiftfrom who?I'm richbutIhaveneverboughtmyselfsuchanexpensive

whisky,whocanbuysomeonesuchanexpensivewhisky?

Khabo:HesaiditwasagiftLungi

Khabofakedasmile..

Ntsika:Thisisalovelyhouse,thankyouforinvitingme

Khabo:Youwelcome

Lungi:Youseem likeasmartguy,whyteaching?

Me:Lungi

Lungi:It'sjustaninnocentquestion

Ntsika:Ijustloveit

Lungi:Youloveit?

Ntsika:YesIdo

Lungi:Wheredoyoulive?

Ntsika:Around



Lungi:Aroundwhere?

Ntsika:Aroundtown

Khabo:Canwestarteating?

Me:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea

Lungi:Soyoudatestudents?

Khabo:I'm reallysorryNtsika

Lungi:Youcanloseyourjobifthedepartmentfindsout

Me:Kantiwhoisgoingtotell?

Lungi:I'm justsaying

Khabo:Pleaseexcuseusforafewseconds

Ntsika:Ofcourse

Khabo:Lungikitchenplease..

Theybothstoodupandwenttothekitchen..

Me:I'm reallysorry

Ntsika..

Ntsika:It'sokay..HeisjustbeingprotectiveIunderstand

Me:He'sbeingajerk

Hechuckled..

Him:Idon'tremembergettingakiss

Heleanedoverandkissedme..

____________

NOKUTHULA

MrsB:Hereyougo

Me:Thankyou



Itookthebowloficecream from her..

Her:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:Themorningsicknesssituationisreallydraining

EversinceIwasreleasedI'vebeenlivingwithMrsBiyela,Iwasreleasedbeforemy

father'sburial..

MrsB:Lungishouldbethereonyournextappointment

Me:Lungiishappywithhisnewwoman,hedoesn'tcareaboutus

MrsB:don'tsaythat,hehastotakeresponsibilityandmanup

Me:Idon'tknow..I'llcallhim

Her:I'lltalktohim

Me:Thankyou

___________

IBANATHI

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Coming

Iwenttoopen,itwasSipho.Hewalkedin..

Me:Youlate

Him:I'm herenow

Hehandedmethefile,Ilookedatit..

Me:He'sclean

Him:There'snothingonthisguy

Me:Therehastobesomething

Him:He'scleanerthanthesnow,nocrimalrecord,nobadpast

Me:No...Therehastobesomething



Him:Wellthere'snothingonNtsikayezweSodlaka

Me:Therehastobesomething

Him:Thereonlythingthatyoucangethim onisdatingastudent

Me:He'sgonnalosehisjobthat'snothing

Him:Hewon'tbehiredanywhereelsewithsucharecord

Me:HowisthatgoingtomakeQondisiweleavehim?

Him:Ifhevalueshisjobthenhewillleaveher

Me:That'saweakthreat

Him:It'stheonlythingyoucanuseagainsthim

Itossedthefileonthecounter...

Me:Therehastobesomething,hecannotbethisclean

____________

QONDISIWE

Dinnerwasn'tthatnicewithLungiactinglikeajerk..

Ntsika:Thankyouverymuch,thefoodwasdelicious

Khabo:Youwelcome

Me:I'llwalkyouout

Ntsika:GoodnightMsLanga

Khabo:Goodnight

Iwalkedhim outtohisRunx..

Me:I'm sorryagainaboutLungi

Him:Atleasthedidn'tattackmesoit'sallgood

Me:HeisIbanathi'sBrotherso..

Him:NowIunderstand



Hepulledmeclosertohim forahug..

Him:MaybetomorrowIcantakeyouout,tomyjoint

Me:I'dlikethat

Hekissedme..

Him:Ishouldgetgoingbeforehecomesout

Ichuckled...

Him:I'llcallyoubeforeyousleep

Me:I'dlikethat

Him:GoodnightNdoni

TheNdoninameisnowpopularatschoolbecauseofHappy..

Me:Night

Iwatchedhim ashegotintohiscar..

.

Tobecontinued

[31/03,23:21]+27747280238:45

QONDISIWE

IwasveryupsetwithLungi,whathedidwasuncalledfor..Iwalkedbackintothehouse..

Lungi:I'm justlookingoutforyou

Me:Thatwasuncalledfor,isthisaboutIba?

Him:Notatall..Qondisiwehegavemethemostexpensivewhisky,whowouldgifthim

withthemostexpensivewhisky?

Ikeptquiet..

Lungi:Justfindoutwherehelivesatleastandfindoutwhoheis,Idon'twantyoubeing

inanotherIbanathikindofrelationship

Hewasmakingsensethough,NtsikaandIhavebeendatingforamonthnow.Idon't



knowwherehelives,wealwaysmeetinpublicplacesit'snotgood

Iwenttomybedroom andranghim..

Him:Missme?

Icouldtellthathewasstilldriving..

Me:Areyouseriouswithme?

Him:YesIam

Me:ThenIneedtoknowmoreaboutyou

Him:Okay?

Me:Tomorrowinsteadofgoingoutcanwehavelunchordinneratyourplace?

Him:Errr

Me:NtsikaI'm from abadrelationship

Him:I'm nothim

Me:HowwouldIknowwhenyoudon'tevenwanttotellmeanythingaboutyourself?

Him:Qondi

Me:Ifyoudon'twantmetoknowaboutyourselfthenmaybeweshouldcallthisquits

Him:Okaythenyoucancomeoveratmyplacetomorrow morning,I'lltextyouthe

addressinthemorning.Iwon'tbeabletopickupthoughbecauseI'llbetidyingup

Me:It'sokay

Him:Don'tcomewithLungi

Me:I'llaskafriend

Him:Seeyouthen

Me:Goodnight

Iimmediatelywenttothewhatsappgroupandtextedthem,HappyandAkhonaknow

abouthim.Akhona agreed to driveme,shewillborrow hermom'scar.Atleast

tomorrowI'llfindoutwhoNtsikais..



____________

NOKUTHULA

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandcalledLungi,hepickedup..

Him:Noks

Me:MondayI'm goingtotheDr,waswonderingifyouwanttocome?

Him:Thoughtyouwantednothingtodowithme

Me:Doyouwanttocomeornot?

Him:TellmethetimeandwhichDr

Me:I'lltextyouMondaymorning

(Silence)

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'm goodjustmorningsickness

Him:DidyoutellyourDraboutit?

Me:I'lltellhim onMonday,Ithoughtitwasnormal

Him:Icangotothepharmacyandgetyousomething

Me:Idon'twannaburdenyou

Him:Youpregnantwithmychild,younotbotheringme

Me:Iwouldreallyappreciatethat

Him:Whereareyoustaying?

Me:WithyourMother

Him:I'm notsurprised

Me:Ineedsomeoneandshe'stheonlypersonwhoactuallycaresaboutmeandthe

baby

Him:Iwasn'tcomplaining,itwasjustagenuinequestion



Me:I'llwaitforyou

Iheardavoiceofawomanatthebackground..IclenchedmyJaws

Him:I'llcomeoverabitlater

Me:Seeyouthen

IhopethisbabywillbringmeandLungitogether,thehonesttruthisthatIstilllovehim

withallmyheart...

__________

IBANATHI

"Squadgoin'up,nobodyflippin'packsnow

Ijustdid3inarow,them showsisback-to-backtobacknow

Putthe world on oursound,you know PARTY and The Weekend..Ain'tgotno

motherfuckin'timetopartyontheweekend.TellGelo,"Bringthejuice,weabouttoget

litFilltheroom upwithsometings,onenightoffandthisisit"

IwaslayinginbedgoingthroughNtsika'saccountonFacebook,butIdidn'tfind

anythingsuspicious.Hewasjustanotherdude,livinganordinarylife.Ishookmyhead,

hispicsweren'timpressive.Teachersdon'tearnthatmuchI'm guessing..Lungi'sphone

camethrough..

Me:Bro

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'm good

Him:Wasjustcheckinguponyou

Me:HowisQondisiwe?

Him:She'sgood..She'sverygood

Me:She'sdatingforreal?

Him:Yeah..Heevencamelastnightfordinner

Me:I'vebeentryingtogetsomethingonhim buthisclean



Him:YeahIdon'tthinkso

Me:I'm listening

Him:HegiftedmewithabottleofGlenmorangiewhiskythemostexpensiveone

Ilaughed..

Me:Howcanateacheraffordthat?

Him:Mythoughtsexactly

Me:ImeanhedrivesaRunx,theydon'tevenmakethem anymore.Areyousurehe

didn'tputacheapwhiskyinanexpensivebottle?

Him:Haven'ttastedit

Me:Youshould,orthrowitawaybeforeyougetsick

Him:Idon'ttrustthisguy

Me:WhatdoesheevenbuyQondi?I'm suretheirfirstdatewasatKFC

Helaughedtoo..

Him:Hedoesn'tlookrichthough

Me:Icantriplehissalaryforthenext5years

Him:Maybeweshouldgifthim anexpensivewhisky

Me:Oranewcar

Webothlaughed..

Me:HemuststepbackbecauseI'm gettingmygirlsoon,thenI'llgifthim acarjustfor

beingtherewhenQondisiwewasconfused

Him:I'llputinhalfofthemoney

Welaughedagain..

Me:Hedoesn'tknowaboutusdoeshe?Hedoesn'tknowhowrichweare?

Him:Idon'tthinkso,hetriedflashingwithflowersandwhisky

Me:He'sgettingcocky,hewon'tknowwhathithim



Him:Goeasyonhim

Me:I'lltry..ThoughI'llbedegradingmyselfgoingagainstateacher,Iprobablywouldbuy

apairofsneakerswithhissalary

Him:Iwonderwhathe'sgoingtodowhentheaffairsecretcomesout

Me:Hewilllearnbecauseafterthathewon'tgetanotherjob

Him:meleasukeemabhozeni

Me:Thisisgoingtobeeasy,Ithoughtyouupgradefrom yourex.Qondidowngraded

Him:Qondisiweisinexperienced

Me:WellI'm abouttoschoolhim,watchandlearn

Him:Iwillbewatchingalright

Thisisgoingtobeveryeasy...

__________

QONDISIWE

Akhona:Areyousurethisistherightaddress?

Me:Yes..Look

Igavehermyphone..

Me:Hetextedmethismorning

Happy:Guysweshouldgo,Idon'tthinkweattherighthouse

Akhona:It'saprivateestate,maybewearelostindeed

Ntsikadidtextmetheaddressandalsogavemedirections,wherewewereparkedright

nowdoesn'tlooklikeit'shishouse.Itcan'tbehishouse,he'sonlyateacher..

Happy:Maybeweshouldcheck

Happyopenedthedoor..

Akhona:Happywait,yougoingtogetusarrestedfortrespassing

Happy:Wejustasking



Weallgotoutofthecarandmadeourwaytothegate.ThehousewasinbetweenJhb

andPta,justonebighouseandabigyard.Noneighbours..Wegottothegateandthe

securityguardapproachedus..

Happy:Uhm goodmorningSir

Him:Morning

Happy:Ithinkwelost..WelookingforMrNtsikaSodlaka?

Helookedatus..

Him:AreyouQondisiwe?

Wealllookedateachother..

Me:I'm Qondisiwe

Him:DoyouhaveanIDwithyou?

Me:Uhm no

Him:Excuseme

Hetookouthiswalkie-talkiewhilewalkingaway,hewasonitforawhilethenhecame

tousandopenedthegate.Wewalkedin..

Hehadagunwithhim,hewasbuffedandwearingabulletproofvest.Hewalkedback

tothesmallhousesituatednexttothegateandcamebackwithapadandapen..

Him:Pleasesign

Weallsigned..

Him:Areyouladiescarryinganyweapons?

Akhona:Huh?

Him:Hairpins?

Akhona:No..

Him:Pleasegivemeyourphones

Happy:Why?

HegaveHappyaseriouslook,wegavehim ourbags..



Him:Followmeladies

Wefollowedhim.Therewereabou3expensivecarsparkedinthedrivewayandabike.

Wewereallveryconfused..Wegottothedoorandheopened..

Him:Pleasecomein

Wemadeourwayin..

Happy:Woow!

Akhona:Wherearewe??

Ntsikawalkedin..

Ntsika:Ladies

Noonegreetedhim back..Helookedattheguard..

Ntsika:Thankyou

Hebowedalittleandwalkedout..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ntsikawhatisgoingon?

Hescratchedhishead..

Somewomanwalkedin,shelookedlikeamaid.Wellshewasamaid,shewaswearing

theuniform.Shewasholdingtwoshirts..

Her:Sirwhichshirtareyougoingtoweartoday?

Ntsikalookedatthem..Theshirtslookedidentical...

Ntsika:Thisisatoughone

Akhona:Theybothlookthesame

Themaidlookedather..

Maid:Yestheyarebuttheyfrom differentdesigners

Akhona:Youbuythesameclothesfrom differentdesigners?

Ntsika:Yes



Akhona:Wow

maid:It'sallaboutthedesignernotthepieceofclothing

Happy:Talkaboutwastingmoney

Theybothlookedather..

Happy:Sorry

Ntsika:YouknowwhatMaria,Iwon'tbegoinganywheretodaysomysweatpantswill

befine

Her:verywellSir

Me:I'm sorrybutI'm confusedhere.Areyourich?

Ntsika:Filthy

Akhona:What?(lowvoice)

Ntsika:Canyoupleasegettheladiessomethingtodrink?

Maria:That'snotmyresponsibilitySir

Ntsika:Iknowbutplease

Shelookedatus..

Maria:Whatwouldyouladiesliketodrink?

Happy:Pleasegiveusyourmostexpensivebottleofchampagne

Akhona:Happy!

Happy:Whathesaidhisfilthyrich

NtsikaputhishandonMaria'sshoulder..

Ntsika:Pleaseshowhertothebar..Theexclusivebar

Maria:ButSir..

Ntsika:It'salright

Maria:Pleasefollowme



HappyfollowedherandsodidAkhona..

Maria:Doyouhaveanyphonesonyou?

Happy:Notheytookourbags

Maria:Verywell

Theybothleftwithher..IlookedatNtsika..

Him:LookslikeIhavealotofexplainingtodo

Me:Ithinkyoudo

Him:Let'sgotothegarden

NtsikayezweSodlaka,whoareyou??

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Ithoughttheguardsituationendedatthegate,buteveninthegardenIsaw afew

guardswonderingaroundwithguns.Thegardenwashuge,aswewentindeeperI

thoughtthatwewon'tbeabletofindourwaybacktothehouse..

Me:WhatisallofthisNtsika?

Him:Mypreviousrelationshipsthewomenwithmebecauseofmystatus,theygottoo

hookedupinmymoneyandwhoIwas.Theystartedworshippingme,theydidn'tsee

menorlovemeforwhoIwas.Youdon'tknow how boringthatbecame,I'vealways

wantedtobeinarelationshipwithsomeonewhowasgoingtofallforme,withoutallof

this

Me:IsyourrealnameNtsika?

Him:Yes

Me:IfIGoogleyou,willIfindanythingaboutyou?



Him:I'm usingmyMother'ssurname

Me:Howdidyougettobethisrich?

Him:Actuallymyfamilyisveryrich,wehavebusinessesbothinSAandoverseas

Me:Geunineriches?

Him:Yes..MyBrother'sareinvolvedinthefamilybusinesses,I'm onlytheonewho

decidedtotakeadifferentroute

Me:Howmanysiblingsdoyouhave?

Him:5brothersandonesister

Me:Soevenifyouweretogetfired,youcovered?

Hestoppedandsmiledalittle..

Him:Technicallyyoucan'tfiresomeonewhoownstheschool

Myeyeswidened..

Me:Youowntheschool?

Him:Yes..WhenIwasyoungIhadalearningdisabilitysotheschoolmeansmoretome

Me:Youdon'tlooklikesomeonewhowasaslowlearner

Him:Thatterm iscondescending,it'sa"Specialschool"

Me:Theschoolfeesmoneydoyoupocketit?

Him:No..Itgoestocharity

Me:Whatisyourfather'ssurname?

Him:ThatIcan'ttellyou

Me:Ntsikayousaidyougoingtobehonestwithme

Him:Iknow..LookI'lltellyouaboutmyfamilyastimegoeson,whenourrelationshipis

atleastayearold

Me:Fairenough

Him:I'm trulysorryaboutnotbeingupfrontwithyou



Me:Iunderstand,butpleasedon'tkeepanysecretsfrom meanymore..Didyoutellme

everything?

Heheldbothmyhands..

Him:I'vetoldyoueverything

Ilookedaround..

Me:Allthiswalkinghastiredme,canwerest?

Him:ComeI'llcarryyoubacktothehouse

Itookoffmyshoesandhoppedonhisback

__________

IBANATHI

IhadaskedmyMom tomeetupwithmesowecoulddiscusssomething,something

that'sveryimportanttome..

Me:IneedyoutotakeastepbackwhenitcomestoQondisiwe

Her:There'snoreasonformetobedifficultbecauseshebrokeupwithyou,didn'tshe?

Me:I'm tryingtogetherbackandIwantyoutobackoff

Her:What'swiththisgirl?Isn'tshedatingsomeoneelse?

Me:Yesateacher

Her:Soyougoingtodegradeyourselfbygoingagainstateacher?Ibanathithat'svery

low..Doyouknowwhoweare?Wecannotdegradeourselveslikethat!ThisQondisiwe

isnotgood.Shemovedonlikenothinghappened,herandhersistersarenotgood.

Theyusementotheirfinancialadvantage,she'sdatingherownteacherimagine!

Me:IloveQondisiweMa,andI'm goingtogetherback

Her:Morelikeyouobsessedwithher.Seethesegirlsareveryfamiliarwithwitchcraft,

theirbeautyisenhancedtopossesswealthymen!Howcomeallofthem arenotdating

someoneordinary?Howcometheynotselfmade?ThisQondisiwetopsthelistngobu

febe,soonshewillbedumpingtheteacherforsomeonewhoisloaded.Theydon'thave

anydirectioninlife,theydependonmen!



Me:EitherwayIwantyoutostayoutofmybusiness,I'm notachildanymore

Sheshookherhead..

Her:Idon'tknow what'swithyouandyourbrother,youshouldbeconcentratingon

gettingyourliferight.YounotdoinganythingconstructiveIbanathi

Me:Ididn'tcallyouheretogobackandforthwithyou

Her:GodmustreallyhelpmewiththisonebecauseIreallydon'tliketheseLangagirls!

Theygolddiggers

____________

QONDISIWE

Heputmedown..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Howwelldoyouknowyourfriends?Anddoyoutrustthem?

Me:Theygoodpeople,andyesIdotrusthim

Henodded..

Me:Why?

Him:I'm justasking

Speakingofthedevils,HappyandAkhonashowedup.Happywasholdingabottleof

champagne..

Happy:Ihopeyoudon'tmind,I'm takingthisasmysouvenir

Ntsika:Byallmeans

Akhona:Weshouldprobablyleave,yourhouseisverybeautiful

Ntsika:Thankyou

Happy:Imightshowupeveryweekendforthischampagne

Ntsika:Noneed.Icanhavethem deliveredforyou,amonth'ssupply

Happy:Justoutofcuriosity,howmuchisthischampagne?



Ntsika:1500

Happy:It'stheonlycheapestthinginyourhouseIsuppose?

Ntsika:Dollars

Happy:Hesaiddollars

Akhona:That'sapproximatelyR22000

Happy:SoI'm gettingdrunkinthemostexpensiveway?

Akhona:Isupposeso

Happy:Thisisinappropriatehe'sourteacher

Ntsika:I'm probablygoingtobesteppingdownfrom that

Happy:Why?

Ntsikalookedatme...

Him:Datingastudentthat'sgoingtobeabadreputationfortheschool

Akhona:That'snotgoingtomakeyousufferthough,I'm sureyoudon'tneedthesalary

Me:Heactuallyownstheschool

Happy:DoyoualsoownthemallofAfrica?

Ntsikachuckled...

Ntsika:Unfortunatelynot

Akhona:Butwewon'ttell

Me:Lungiknows,healsoprobablytoldIbanathi

Happy:Thatgoodfornothingwomanbeater,whenishedying?

Me:Happy!

Happy:What?Hebeatyouup

Ntsikagavemeaseriouslook..

Him:Hebeatyouup?



Itoldhim thatIwasinabadrelationship,nevertoldhim abouttheabuse..

Me:It'snotthatdeep

Happy:Healmostthrew youoffthebalcony,hekickedyouonyourback.Youalmost

becameaparaplegic

Ntsikafoldedhisarmsandgavemeaseriouslook..

Happy:Hethreatensyou!Hesendsyouthreateningtextmessages

Him:Whyam Ionlyhearingaboutthisnow?

Theyalllookedatme...

Me:Ibanathiismypast,that'swhyIdon'tevenentertainhim

Akhona:Guysweshouldgetgoing

Happy:Whydidtheytakeourphones?

Ntsika:Privacypurposes

Happy:OhhIsee

Akhona:Mymom needsthecarguys,weshouldgo

Happy:Okaylet'sgo

Ntsikawalkedusout...

____________

NOKUTHULA

Iopenedthedoorforhim,webothlookedateachotherwithoutsayinganythingatfirst..

Me:Hey

Him:Hi

Ilethim in..

Him:Howareyou?

Iclosedthedoor..



Me:I'm better

Him:Gotyousomethingfrom thepharmacy

Me:Thankyou

(Silence)

Him:Yourtummyisstartingtoshow

Me:YeahIknow,I'llbeverybigsoon

Him:Youalone?

Me:Yes..Iwasactuallyplanningondoingsomeshoppinglater,forbabyclothes

Him:Icandriveyoutothemall

Me:Youdon'thavetoo

Him:Iwanttoo

Me:I'llgoandbaththen

Him:I'llbewaitingrighthere

Me:Thankyouagainforgettingmesomething

Him:Youwelcome

Thismightjustwork..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIgothomewastoGoogleNtsikayezweSodlaka.Igotno

results,Isearched"NtsikayezweSodlakawhoownsaschool"stillIgotnoresults.My

lastsearchwas"Ntsikayezweandhisbrothers",stillnothing.Thiswasfustrating,Ireally

wanttoknowmoreabouthim andhe'sfamily..Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein



Khabomadeherwayin..

Her:Kuhambenjani?(Howdiditgo)

Khaboismysister,she'slikemybestfriendtoo.I'm usedtotellinghereverything..

Shecameandlaidnexttome..

Me:WhatI'm abouttotellyoupleasedon'tLungi

Her:Uyangithusamanje(youscaringme)

Me:Pleasepromise

Her:Ipromise

Ilookedather..

Me:HeisrichKhabo,noFilthyRich!

Khabo:Wait..What?

Me:Ntsikaisrich

Khabo:IthoughthewasaTeacher

Me:Yeahheownstheschool

Khabo:Whyishehidingthathe'srich?

Me:I'm notsurebuthesaidhe'sfamilyisveryrich

Khabo:DidyouGooglethem?

Me:Heisusinghe'smother'ssurname,Ican'tfindhim

Her:QondiI'm startingtofeelsomehowaboutthis,whatifheisdangerous?Whywould

helieaboutwhoheis.MaybeLungiwasrightabouthim,I'm concernedaboutyour

safetynow

Me:Heisaniceguy

Her:Theyallstartlikethat,forthefactthathe'shidingwhoheisbothersmealot

Me:Hewilltellmemoreabouthimselfastimegoeson

Her:MinaIthinkyoushouldleavehim,hesoundslikeheisbadnews



Me:That'sextremeKhabo

Her:DoyourememberwhathappenedwithIbanathi?WhatifNtsikaismoredangerous

thanhim..I'm gettingbadvibesabouthim now,Ithinkyoushouldwalkawaywhileit's

stillearly

_____________

NOKUTHULA

WewenttoAckermanstocheckafewbabyclothes,Lungiwastakensoomuchthathe

saidweshouldbuysome..

Me:Wedon'tknowifit'sagirloraboy

Him:We'llbuyboth

Me:That'swastingmoney(laughing)

Him:It'sgoodtostartbuyingnowthanlaterwhenyouabouttogivebirth,wewon'thave

time

"We"Ilikedthesoundofthat..

Him:Youstilldon'tknowifit'sagirlorboy?

Me:No..Ijustwanttobesurprised

Him:I'm vouchingforaboy

Me:Iknowyoudo

(Silence)

Me:HowdoesKhabofeelaboutthis?

Themoodchanged..

Him:Haven'ttalkedtoheraboutit,atleastnotindetail

Me:Idon'twanttocausetroublesbetweenyouguys

Him:Youcarryingmychild,therewon'tbeanytroublethatyoucausing

Me:YouknowwhatImean

Him:Khabowillhavetoaccept,thishappenedbeforeshecameintothepicture



Me:Whatifshedoesn'taccept?

Heignoredthatquestion..

Him:Ilikethis

Ilookedattheitem..

Me:Ilikeittoo..We'lltakeit

Thisseemseasy,gettingLungibackwon'tbeaproblem atall.ThisKhaboofaperson

betterwatchout..

______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Iscannedthearea,Isaw him sittingatsometablealone.Imademywaytohim,

followedbymy3girls..Istoodatthetableandlookedathim,hemovedhiseyesfrom

hisphoneandthenlookedatme..

Him:Andwhatdoyouknow?Aremyeyesdeceivingme?

Me:Ibanathi?IbanathiBiyela?

Him:Whowantstoknow?

Iexpectedhim tobethiscocky..

Me:I'm goingtotellyouthisonce,Stayawayfrom Qondisiwe!

Helaughed...

Him:Youhavesomenerveshowinguphereanddisturbingmylunch,Iguessthe

restaurantdoesn'trespecttheircode ofconductanymore "Rights ofadmission

reserved"Peoplelikeyoucan'taffordthisplace,andit'sadamnshamelookingatyou

rightnow!

Oneofthegirlswalkedclosertohim..

Her:Youcannotaddresshim likethat

Helaughedagain..

Iba:Youbroughtyoursisterstofightyourbattlesnow?Dudego,youembarrassing

yourself!



Me:Iwastrainedtofightandkillwaybeforeyoucoulduttertheword"Mama"AndIonly

challengeworthyopponents!Realman!andnotalittlegirlwhogoesaroundhittinga

womanbecausehecan'tdealwithhislittletemper!!

Hestoodup..

Him:I'm givingyouanotherchancetowalkawaybeforeyouembarrassyourself!Doyou

evenknowwhoIam?Icanmakeyourlifemiserable

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:ThislittlejobofyoursyougonnaloseitandthenI'llmakesurethatyoudon'tget

hiredanywhere!Thenyou'llbeabeggar,aworthlesspieceofshit!!Yougotballs

showingupinherefacingmewithyourlittlepeanutsofasalary,walkawaynoworI'll

makeyourememberthesurname"Biyela"

Iwalkedclosertohim..

Me:MaybeyoushouldaskwhoIam,yoursurnametominemeansshit!Iam afucken

prince!Iam royaltyyoubitch!Thislittlecentsthatyougetfrom yourcompanyismoney

Iuseonmydogseverymonth!WithwhatI'm worth,Icanbuyyourlifetogetherwith

yourfamilyandthatpennilesscompanyofyoursanditwouldstillnothurtmybank

balance!

Itookoffmyjacketandthenrolledupmyshirtsleeve..

Me:IhavetheMkhizeroyalsealtattooedonme!Nexttimewhenyoucomeatme,you

bettercomecorrectandinclude"Yourhighness"beforeyoustartyoursentence!!

Itookthesaviettefrom thetableandhithim withitonhischest..

Me:NexttimeaskaboutNtsikayezweMkhize..Wipeyourself,youdrooling!

Ilookedattheladies...

Me:ThisishowmuchIrespectyou,youwannaactlikealittlegirlthenI'lldegradeyou

toone..NexttimewhenyoucomeforQondisiwe,it'llbeyourlast!!

Oneoftheladiesgavememyjacket...

Her:Yourhighness

Me:Thankyou

Ilookedathim..



Me:Lunchisonme

Ilookedattheladies..

Me:Seetoitthatyoubuyeveryitem onthemenuforhim,matteroffactI'llfuckenbuy

youthisrestauranttoshowyouthatyourlittlecentsarejustcentstome!!!Haveanice

day!!

Imademywayoutandtheladiesfollowed..

Lady1:Yourhighnessareyougoingtobuyhim thisrestaurant?

Me:OfcourseIam,itwouldbedisrespecttowhoIam ifImakesuchastatementand

notdeliver,Iam royaltyIhavetostandbymypromises.Myfatherwoulddiswonme

Lady1:Iunderstandyourhighness

Me:Findoutwhoownstherestaurant

Lady1:Yesyourhighness

Idon'tlikeflashingbutthisIbanathineededtobeschooled,therichway..

.

Tobecontinued
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NTSIKAYEZWE

WhenIgothomeIvideocalledmyfather,heanswered.Hewasinhisstudy..

Me:Pops

Him:Son

Me:Howareyou?

Him:I'm wellandhowareyou?

Me:I'm good..I'm goingtobuyarestaurant

Him:Theschoolisboringyoualready?

Me:No..I'm buyingitforsomeone



Him:Agirl?

Me:No..Arival

Him:Arival?

Me:Yes

Him:Whywouldyoudothat?

Me:It'sonlybattleheunderstands..Flashing

Him:That'sunlikeyou,hemust'vereallypissedyouoff

Me:Hedid..Buthe'swaytoococky,hewon'taccept

Him:Hedoesn'thaveachoice,noonecandenyagiftfrom Royalty.That'sdisrespectful

rivalornot

Me:He'sjustaboyIevenregretwastingmybreathonhim

Him:Thatdoesn'tmatter,youralreadygaveinyourword.Youwordisyourlaw

Hewasholdingacardinhishands...

Me:What'sthat?

Him:Aninvitationfrom theKingofSwaziland

Me:Whatisitabout?

Him:Someceremonythatistakingplacetoday?

Me:Aren'tyousupposedtobeonyourway?

Him:No..IrequestedtheguestlisthehasinvitedKingBhekumuziNgwanethe5th,our

swornenemy

Me:Herewego

Him:WecuttingallfriendshipthatwehadwiththeSwaziland

Me:Let'shearthespeech,Iknowyoudyingtosayit

Him:LongagobeforeIwasevenborn.WarbrokeoutbetweentheNgwaneandthe

Mkhizetribeonwhoshouldowntheland.TheMkhizetribewonthefightthatlastedfor

years.BhekumuziNgwanethe1stgaveinafterhesawthatmorebloodshedwasonhis



tribethereforeheretreated.BythenNtsikayezweMkhizethe1stdidn'tknow thathis

onlyBelovedDaughter,hispridehadfallenforBhekumuziNgwane.WhentheNgwane

tribeleft,NowisaMkhizeleftwiththem.Shechosethem overherownPeople.Today

theZikhalivillageiswhatitisbecausetheysacrifedourgreatancestorfortheirlandto

beclosetowhattheMkhizelandwas,unfortunatelyevenwiththattheycouldn'tbeatus

withriches.AslongaswelivetheNgwanetribewillforeverremainourswornenemies,

theZikhalivillageisourbiggestrival.Onourside,anyonewhoconspireswiththem

would'vecommittedtreason,andthat'spunishablebydeath.TheKingoftheSwaziland

justmadeittothelistofpeoplethatwecannottrust

Me:Whydon'twehaveanythingonNowisa?Idon'tknowwhatshelookslike

Him:Shewassaidtobethemostbeautifulwoman,afterthebetrayalhermemories

perished.KingNtsikayezwethe1stevenburntherpicturesandhereverything

Me:Thatwasthebiggestbetrayal

Him:Indeed..EvenwhenI'm goneIwantthenextkingtocarrythroughthebetrayalwe

shallnevermakepeacewiththeZikhalivillage

Me:Whydidyouguysneverwentforthem?

Him:Thedamnriver!Nowisaistheirgreatestancestor,wedon'thaveanythinglikethat

here

Me:Iunderstand

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:PopsIhavetogo,Ihaveadate

Him:NeverforgetthatyouaPrinceandsoonyouwillbeaKing,royalbloodmarries

royalblood

Me:Idon'tknowabouttheKingpart

Him:It'syourdestinyyoucan'tkeeponrunningawayfrom that.Outofallyourbrothers,

youweretheonebornwithabirthmark.Youwerechosenfrom yourMother'swomb.

Youcan'tkeeponrunningawayfrom that

Me:Idon'twannabeaKing,Iwantanormallife

Him:Unfortunatelyforyou,younotnormal



Me:Ihavetogo..SendmylovetoMom

Him:Wewillseeyounextweekend

Me:UmemuloforBusisiwe,Ialmostforgot

Him:Shewouldbesodisappointedifshecouldhearthat,outofeveryoneshewants

youtobethere

Me:I'llcomewithmygirlfriend

Him:Thedisrespect

Me:ThenI'm notcoming,ifIcan'tbringherwiththenI'm notcoming

Him:ByeNtsikabeforethisturnsintoanargument

Me:Byefather

__________

IBANATHI

TheMkhizefamilyisveryrich,theyfilthyrich.Theyworthabillioneveryyear,Inever

knewthatroyaltycanbethisrich.Theynotlistedwiththeotherrichfamiliesbecause

theyRoyal,theystandontheirown.IreadthroughontheirhistoryandtheNgwanetribe

istheirswornenemies.Theydidn'tstatemuchabouttheirfeud,Iwonderedwhysucha

poortribetheNgwanetribewouldberivalsofsuchawealthyfamily.Whateverwent

downbetweenthem isbig.Isatandthoughtforawhile,ifNtsikayezweandhisfamily

areswornenemieswiththeNgwanetribethatmeansNtsikaandQondisiwecannotbe

sinceQondisiweisfrom theZikhalitribe.Theyenemies,ifthisgetsoutNtsikawillbe

accusedof"treason".TheKingwillhavenochoicebutbeforcedtoputhisownsonto

death,thiswasinteresting.Itwasveryinteresting.Theygonnakillbothofthem,I

wonderifNtsikaknowsthatQondisiweisfrom theZikhalivillage?Ifhedoes,thenwhy

wouldheputhislifelikethatonthelineforforbiddenlove?Iwasblownawaythisguy

should'vebeencarefulwhenitcomestopickinghisbattles.Itookmyphoneand

checkedwhatsapp,Qondisiwehadupdatedherstatusmessagewiththesong"Best

thingIneverhad_Beyonce".Iknew verywellthesongwasforme,shehasn'tblocked

meonwhatsappandthoughwedon'ttalk,butweusuallycommunicatewitheachother

viaourwhatsappstatusmessages.I'm notgoingtousethisinformationrightaway,for

nowI'm goingbacktothetable.I'm goingtotakewhat'srightfullymine,Ntsikaflashing

likethatreallygottome.Ineedtogetmyshittogetherandtakethecompanynextto

thelevel,butinthemeantimeI'm goingtobreakherheartandthenwhenI'm donewith



her.I'm goingtobreakhisheartandcrushhissoul,theygoingtoregretevermessing

withme.IunblockedSindiandsentheratextmessage:

"It'sSaturday,wannagooutclubbing"

Sindiisin a financialcrisis,aftereverything thathashappened both hersisters

disownedher.She'sonherown,whatbestrevengethantousehertobreakherown

sisters..

___________

QONDISIWE

Ntsikahadtextedmethathewouldliketotakemeout,soIwaspreparingmyself.I

knowwhatKhabosaid,butItrusthim.Itrusthim alot.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror,

thenbehindmeIsawtheGuardians,all3ofthem.Nowisa,Thabisile,andNonhlanhla..

Iturnedandlookedatthem,Iwasshocked.All3ofthem together?That'safirst..

Nowisasmiled..

Nowisa:Indoniyamanzi

Istoodupfrom thedressingchair..

Nowisamadeherwaytome..

Her:Wazewamuhle(Youbeautiful)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Shehuggedme,thenwhenshebrokethehug.Mynecklaceglowed.Nonhlanhlaand

Thabisilelookedatit,Iheldthependant.Itwasglowing,morethaniteverglowedbefore.

Nowisawasstillstandingbeforeme.

Nowisaheldit,itglowedmore..

Her:Igcineniniukukhanyisa?(Whenwasthelasttimeitglowed)

Thatshockedme,sheisIndoniyamanzisheissupposedtoseeitglowing.Ilookedat

NonhlanhlaandThabisile,theydidn'tlookthatshock..

Me:Ngicabangaukuthiakukhookubikudalayagcinaukukhanya(I'm suspectingthere's

nodanger,that'swhyit'sbeenawhilesinceitglowed)



ShesteppedbackandwentbacktotheotherGuardians..

Her:Qondisiwengifunawaziukuthisonkesesizwanakahle(Iwantyoutoknowthatwe

allgetalongverywellnow)

Me:Isee

Nowisa:Ukulwasisodwabekungalunganga,siyizondinizamanzi(Fightingdidn'tgetus

nowhere,weallGuardians)

Inodded..

Nowisa:Sonkesikupha isibusiso ngobudlelwanebakho no Ntsikayezwe(Wehave

blessedyourunionwithNtsikayezwe)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Nonhlanhlacametohugme..Thenshewhisperednexttomyear..

Her:UngamuthembiuNowisa(Don'ttrustNowisa)

ThenafterThabisilecametohugmetoo..

Her:Sizozamaindlelayokuxhumananawe(Wewillfindawaytocommunicatewithyou)

Shesteppedbacktoo..

Nowisa:Sesiyahamba(Weleaving)

Me:Bye

Theydisappeared..

_________

LUNGISA

IpassedbyatIbanathi'splace,hehadcalledmetocome.Saidit'simportant...

Me:What'sup?

Him:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething,somethingveryimportant

Me:I'm listening

Him:Wheredoesyourloyaltylie?



Me:WealreadyspokethatIbanathi

Him:Ifitcomestomeandmom,whodoyoustandwith?

Me:You,myloyaltywillalwaysliewithyouifitevercomestothat

Him:I'm gladbecauseIneedyourightnowmorethanever

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:IknowthatMom changedthewill

Myjawalmostdroppedtothefloor..

Me:What?

Him:Imanagedtogetholdoftheoldwillbutshedoesn'tknowthat

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Him:Iam alsoawarethatyouknowaboutthis

Ilookedathim..

Him:YouareMom'spuppet,there'snowaythatyoudon'tknowaboutthis.HencewhyI

neededtoknow whoyoustandwith.Letmetellyousomething,Mom isnotwhoyou

thinksheis.Mom onlythinksaboutherself,shehasusedyouinthemosthorribleway

andifyourloyaltytrulylieswithmethenI'lltellyousomethingbig,somethingthatwill

definitelybreakyou.Ifyoubetraymeandstandwithher,yougoingtoloseeverything

andintheprocessofthatyouwillfindoutaboutthissecretandit'sgoingtobreakyou

I'm evenseeingsuicide

Me:Ibanathiwhatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:AllthatyouneedtoknowisthatIneedyouinthisfightthatI'm initiating

Hestretchedhishand..

Him:let'sshakeonit

Ilookedathishand,thenIwentandshookit.

Him:Thisisonlythebeginning..Brothersforlife?

Me:Brothersforlife



.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Iwalkedoutofthehousetothegate,KhabowascookingandLungisawasnotaround.

AftereverythingthatKhabosaidtomeearlieron,I'm gladshedidn'twalkmeoutmy

sisterhasnofilter.ShemightjustsayunnecessarythingstoNtsika...WhenIgotcloser

tothegate,Iheardacertainsongplaying.WhenIwascloseenoughtoseewhatwas

goingon,Ntsikawasleaningagainstablackcar.FunnyenoughIdidn'tseethiscar

parkedathishouse,itwasmyfirsttimeseeingit.Hewasdressedup,hewasn't

wearingtheusualsuitsthathewears,I'm guessingnow he'sgoingtostartlivinghis

riches.Ilikedhim morewhenhewasstillkeepingeverythingunderthecarpet,I'veseen

peoplewithmoneybeingunnecessaryandarrogantlikeIba.IknowthatIshouldn'tbe

comparingthem,butmoneydoeschangeapersoninaway..

"Letmeserveyouup

Lemmelemmeserveyouup

Seeyoucanhaveityourway

You'rethecostumer

Ifyouwantmesupersizedwithsomelovingontheside

Justaskforwhatyouwantcauseyourthecostumer"

Hemovedhiseyesfrom hisphoneandlookedatme,likehewasseeingmeforthefirst

time.Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Goodevening

Heranhiseyesdownatmethenbackup,hebithislowerlip..

Him:Goodevening

Me:Thisisani-

Heinterruptedmewithakiss,adeepkisswithhisonearm aroundmywaistandthe

otherarm placedgentlyonmyhip.Iputmyhandsonchest,weboththekisswithhis

warm breathhittingagainstmywetlip.Hestarreddeepinmyeyes..



Him:Iloveyou

Ismiledathim..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thiswastheveryfirsttimesayingthewords"Iloveyou".

Hisphoneinterrupteduswhenitrang,Idon'tthinkheevennoticed..

Me:Yourphone?

Him:Whataboutit?

Me:It'sringing

Him:Yaa..Myphoneisringing

Helookedatit..

Him:It'sMyMother,Ihavetotakethis

Hepatmeabitonmyhipandwalkedawaytoanswer.Iwalkedaroundadmiringthecar,

whatIsawprintedonthebonnetsurprisedme.ItwasaRoyalseal,Itoucheditandthen

lookedathim...Ilookedattheroyalsealagain..

____________

SINDISIWE

Everyoneseemedtobehavingfunexceptforme.Ibawasdancingwithhisfriends,and

singingalongtothesong.Iwasholdingmychampagneglass,I'veonlytakenmaybe

twosipsfrom it.Heseemedhappytonight,I'veneverseenIbanathithishappy..

"Squadgoin'up,nobodyflippin'packsnow

Ijustdid3inarow,them showsisback-to-backtobacknow

Puttheworldonoursound,youknowPARTYandTheWeeknd

Ain'tgotnomotherfuckin'timetopartyontheweekend

TellGelo,"Bringthejuice,weabouttogetlit"

Filltheroom upwithsometings,onenightoffandthisisit

Alwaysworkin'OT,overtimeandouttatown



Shitiscrazybackhome,itkillsmethatI'm notaround

Ithinkwegettin'toodeep;shitI'm talkin'mightbetootrue

UpstairsIgotxan'sinanAdvilbottle,Idon'ttakethem shits

Butyoudo,soIgot'em foryou"

Iwasn'thavinganyfun,Iwasnotinthemood.Alotwasrunningthroughmymind,ever

sincethecheatingscandalmySisterswantnothingtodowithme,theytheirownfamily

now.TheLangafamily,withoutmeincluded.Nottomentionmyfinancialstate,Iwas

stillstrugglingwiththat..IbanoticedthatIwasn'tokay,hecametothecouchandsat

nexttome.Withoutsayinganything,hemovedsomeofthehairthatwascrowdingmy

faceandtuckeditbehindmyear..

Him:What'swrong?

Ismiled..

Me:It'snothing

Idrankmychampagne..

Me:Ithoughtweweren'tsupposedtoseeeachotheranymore

Him:Ilikespendingtimewithyou

Heputhishandonmythigh...

Me:I'vehadalotofdramalately,Idon'twantmore

Him:Youoncetoldmethatyouweretakingcareofyourfamilybackatthevillage,today

youstrugglingandwhereareyoursisterstohelp?KhaboisveryhappywithmyBrother

she'sgoingtohavearestaurantsoon.Qondisiweisdatingafilthyrichguy

Ilookedathim..

Me:She'sdatingarichguy?

Him:Letmerephrasearichprince

Me:Wow

Him:Theylivingtheirbestlife,youstillwantanapprovalfrom them?Theygivezero

fucks aboutyou.Forgoteverything thatyou did forthem,you guys have your



differencesyesbuttheyyoursistersandtheysupposetohaveyourbackingoodand

badtimes.LungiandIwehaveourdifferences,butatalltimeshehasmyback

Heranhishandonmythigh..

Him:It'stimenow todoyou,fuckthem!!FuckQondisiwethatbitchgoesaroundand

makeseveryonebelievethatshe'sthisinnocent,kind,andhumblegirl.Iexpectedthis

from KhaboandnotQondisiwe,Qondisiweisamaliciousperson.Kindlookingpeople

aretheworsttrustme,underneathitalltheyveryevilbuttheyhidtheirevilwitha"Kind

personality"

____________

MRSBIYELA

Iwenttomysecretroom,Inoticedthattheblackcandlewasnolongerburning.Iwent

andkneltbeforeit,Ilookedatitbeforelightingitupagain.Somethingisnotright,it

usuallyburnstoit'slastpiece.Forittojuststopburningitmeansmyenemiesare

comingforme..

Noks:Lorrainewhereareyou?

Ilititupagainnexttotheblackwoolthattookashapeofadollwithneedlesalloverit.

Noks:Lorraine??

Igotupandthenwalkedout..

___________

KHABONINA

Lungiwalkedin..

Me:YoujustmissedQondisiwe

Him:Whereisshe?

Me:ShewentoutwithNtsika

Him:Ohhokay

Ilookedathim..

Me:Nopickingonhim?That'safirst



Him:Ihavealotonmymind,Ntsikaisnotimportantrightnow

Me:What'swrong?

Hecameandheldbothmyhands..

Him:Let'sgetmarried

Me:Huh?

Him:Aquickandprivateceremony,maybenextweekend

Gettingmarriedhasneverreallycrossedmymind,andwe'veneverspokenaboutit.This

wasnew..

___________

SINDISIWE

IwassittingontopofIbanathiandwewerekissing,inmymindIwasthinkingabout

whathesaid,andhewasright.KhaboandQondisiwearebeingselfish,Iknow thatI

messedupbutIthoughtfamilywouldalwayshaveyourback.Fuckthem,I'm doneliving

mylifetogetontheirgoodbooks..

Me:Let'sdoit,thisdatingthinglet'stryitout

Hesmiledatme,Ismiledbackathim..

Iba:Let'sdestroythem!!

Wewentbacktokissing..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

NtsikaandIdrovetosome"Jazzclub".Nothingfancy,itwasevensituatedatthemost

unpopularandunderclassneighborhood.Whenwewalkedinitwasn'tfull,thelightwas

evenfaint..Wewalkedtothebar..

Ntsika:BraJack



Theoldmanlookedathim..

Jack:Ntsikayezwe

Ntsika:Howareyou?

Him:I'm good..Howareyou?

Ntsika:I'm well

Helookedatme..

Ntsika:Thisismylady,Qondisiwe

Him:Nicemeetingyou

Me:Metoo

Ntsika:Quietnight?

Jack:Younolongercometosingpeoplerelocated

Ntsika:I'm sorryaboutthat,I'vebeenbusylately

Jack:Atleastyouheretonight,youmightaswellgraceuswithasongortwo

Someladywalkeduptothebar..

Her:Aremyeyesdeceivingme?

Ntsikachuckled..

Ntsika:Whydon'tyoufixuswithsomedrinks

Her:Notuntilyougetonthatstage,youkillingus.Youkillingourbusiness

Jack:Itoldhim

Ntsikapulledachairforme..

Him:I'm coming

Hewalkedtothestage..

Jack:Whatwouldyouliketodrink?

Me:Acooldrinkplease



Jack:Nococktail?

Me:Idon'tdrinkalcohol

Theladylookedatme..

Her:Youakeeper

Sheextendedherhandtome..

Her:Mercy

Me:Qondisiwe

Ntsika:Goodeveningladiesandgentlemen

Welookedathim..

Ntsika:I'm goingtosingasong

Helookedatme..

Him:I'm dedicatingittosomeonespecial

Thesmallaudiencestartedclapping..

__________

SINDISIWE

IknowthatIbanathiisselfish,Iknowthatthisrelationshipofoursisbeneficialforboth

parties.I'm gettinghismoney,andhe'sgettinghisrevenge.That'sallthereistothe

situation..Whenwesteppedintothehousewewerealreadytakingeachother'sclothes

off,weleftatrailfrom thekitchentothelounge..

Him:Wait,Ineedtogetacondom from mypocket

I'm notsayingI'm thebestthingthathaseverhappenedtosex,butIknowthattokeep

whateveritisthatwehavealreadystarted.Ineedtomakesurethatthesexisgood.I

don'twanthim wonderingaroundandlookingforitsomewhereelse,thatcanjustget

meareplacement..Afterhehadtakenoffhisjeans,Ipushedhim backandhelandedon

thecouch.Ikneltdownandtookoffhisbriefs,hewashardalready.[REMOVED]

____________

QONDISIWE



Ntsika:"

Windinyourhair,sunonyourskin

You'relookinggood,girl,alloveragain

Heythere,MissBrown

IwantyoutoknowIloveyou

Brownasthesand,you'resoftastheshore

You'releavingmehungry,I'm cryingformore

Ooh,we,baby,girl,you'resuchascore

AndIwantyoutoknowthat,youknowwhat,girl"

ItriedtoholdbackonblushingbutIcouldn't,Idon'tknowwhatwasgettingmoretome.

Hisbeautifulvoiceorthesong,itwasabeautifulmomentthatgavemebutterfliesinmy

tummyandgoosebumps.Thelightingatthestagewasverybright,morebrighterthan

therestoftheplacesoIcouldseehim clearly.Hisbeautifuleyes,hismeltingsmilethat

broughtabouthisdimples.Icouldn'tevenkeepstillonmychair,hewasverysexywhile

doingthatnumberatthatstageandoccasionallystealingglancesatme..

Theguywhowasplayingtheguitarhadamictooinfrontofhim..

Him:Tellhim howyoufeelbro

Ntsikawentbacktothemic..

Ntsika:"Lipssoftandtender,readytospeak

Hervoicesays,'Iloveyou'..

Theguyplacingtheguitarchangedhisvoicetoaafemininetoneasherepeatedthe

wordsafterhim..

Guy:{Iloveyou}

Ntsika:"Andit'smakingmeweak

Heythere,littlegirl,mayIjustsayIloveyou..

Loveisthebrownskingirlinmyeyes



Thinkit'stimethatItoldyou,don'tyourealize

You'resuchaqueen,woman,you'resuchaprize

AndIwantyoutoknowthat,youknowwhat,girl...

Iloveyou

AndIbetyoudidn'tknowthat,girl

Youdidn'tknowthat

Ineedyou

Rightnow,baby,rightnow,baby

AndIbetyoudidn'tknowthatebonyeyes"

IcoveredmyfacewithbothmyhandstopreventeveryoneseeingthatIwasgoingto

blushing..

____________

NOKUTHULA

Wewereeatingdinner,Lorrainewasawfullyquiet..

Me:Areyouokay?

Shelookedatme..

Her:Ifeellikemyenemiesarecomingforme

Me:TheLangasisters?

Her:Theydon'tscareexceptforQondisiwe

Me:Qondisiwe?

Her:She'sgiftedtraditionallyI'vecheckedherevenhersocialmediastatesit

Me:IthoughtshebrokeupwithIba

Her:He'stryingtogetherback,Ican'tletthathappen.He'sobsessedwithher

Me:I'm notsurprised,she'sbeautifulnolie



Her:Ican'tlethergetclosetomyson

Me:Killher

Shesighed..

Me:It'snotsomethingdifficultforsomeonelikeyou

Her:Ican'tkillher,Idon'twantanywarwithherancestors

Me:Ithoughtyoudidn'tbelieveinthat

Her:Ido..Ijustneedtofindawaytokeepherawayfrom myson

____________

QONDISIWE

IwasabouttouploadsomethingonInstagram whenIsaw thatIbahaduploadeda

videoafew minutesago.Icheckedit.ItwasavideoofhimselfandSindi,theywere

layingonthecouchhalfnakeditseems.Sindiwaslayingherheadonhischest,shewas

asleep.Hekissedherforehead,andthecaptionwas:

"MynewBabe "

Allofasuddennothingseemedtomakesenseanymore,theroom startedspinning.My

heartbeatincreased,Ifelthotanddizzyatthesametime.IfreakedoutwhenNtsikaput

hishandonmyshoulder..

Him:Areyouokay?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ineedtomakeaphonecall

Igotdownfrom thechairandwalkedouttocallKhabo..

Khabo:Qondisiwe

Me:Ineedtotalktoyou

Her:Wantedtotalktoyoutoo..Lungiaskedmetomarryhim

Me:And?

Her:There'salotthat'sgoingonbetweenusrightnow,thisbabysituationit'snoteven



sorted

Me:Him andNokuthulawon'tgoanywhere,I'veseentheirfuturetrustme.He'sdoomed

Her:Areyousure

Me:SayYes..She'snotathreat

Her:She'spregnant

Me:AllthemorereasontosayYes

Her:What'swrongwithyou

Me:IbauploadedavideoonInstagram,him andSindiareofficialnow

Her:I'm notsurprised,that'sexactlylikeIba

Me:HowcanSindidothistome?

Her:Sindiisjustadesperategolddigger,she'sdoingthisoutofspite..Bothofthem!

Youshouldn'tevenbegivingthem athought

IsawNtsikaapproachingme..

Me:Ihavetogo

Her:OkayNanaseeyoulater

Me:Bye

Ntsika:Areyouokay?

Me:MySisterandmyexaredating

Henodded...

Him:Yousurprised?

Me:ActuallyIam

Him:Idon'tknowyoursistertospeakillofherbutyourexisbeingspiteful

Me:Isupposeso

Him:Areyouoverhim?



Me:Iam

Him:Ifwhathedoesbothersyouthenthatmeansyounot

Me:It'smysister

Him:Hediditbecauseheknewthatitwouldgettoyou,anditseemslikeit'sworking.

ThelastthingIwantisanyaltercationswiththisboyandifyouwanthim back,ifyou

notoverhim Ithinkit'sbestwedon'tdothisitwon'tendwell

Me:It'snotlikethat

Him:I'lltakeyouhome,comeon

Ntsikaisbeingunreasonable..

____________

KHABONINA

IlookedatLungi,hewasinhisstudy.Ileanedagainstthedoorwithmyarmsfolded

Me:Yes

Helookedatme..

Me:I'llmarryyou

Hesmiledandgotupfrom thechair..

Him:Areyousure?Idon'twanttopressureyou

Hewalkeduptome..

Me:It'sokay,younotpressuringme

Heputhishandonmychinandkissedme...Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wekissedagainandheputhisstrongarm aroundmywaist,thenhepulledmeinside.

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

HeuntiedmygownandIdroppeditonthefloor,Iwasleftwithmysilknightdress.He



pickedmeupandsatmeonthetable.Iunbuttonedhisshirt,andtookitoffthenthe

restofhisclothesfollowed.Itookoffmynightdress,Iwasn'twearinganyunderwear.I

usuallydon'twearanunderwearatnight.HeraisedmylegssoIcouldputbothmyfeet

onthetable,andIwasexposed.[REMOVED]

.
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KHABONINA

[2WEEKSLATER]

Theweddingplanswerecomingtogetherperfectly,itwasdifficultatfirst.Planninga

weddinginashortspaceoftimeisnotPapandvleis.I'm happythatBettyishereto

helpme..

Betty:Hereareyourpills

Me:Thankyou

I'vesincebeentakingtriphasilpills,Idon'twantababyanytimesoon.Istillhave

somethingbigtofocuson,likegettingmyrestaurantupandrunningafterthewedding.

Betty:Isn'tLungisupposedtobehere?

Me:He'sbeenbusyatwork,buthesaidhe'sokaywithanyflavour

Betty:Isee

Weweredoingcaketasting..

Me:Ithinkthevelvetandthefruitcakewilldofornow

Betty:Didyoutastethechocolatecakeandthevanillacake?

Me:Vanillaistoosweetforme



Betty:Whydon'tyoudodropthefruitcake,mayberedvelvetandvanillaorvanillaand

chocolate.It'sagoodblend

Me:Youmightbeontosomething

Betty:Budgetofthewedding?

Me:R500000

Shewhistled..

Me:ButIdon'tthinkit'lloverthatamountbecauseit'saprivatewedding.Onlyfamilyand

closefriends

Betty:That'sgood,that'sverygood

__________

LUNGISA

Sindiwalkedin..

Her:Hey

Ilookedather..

Her:Thefilethatyouaskedfor

Istretchedoutmyhandtoherandshebroughtittome..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Boardroom hasbeenpreparedforthenextmeeting

Ilookedatherasshetriedtopullhershortskirtdown.Pullingitwon'tmakeitlong.Iba

mademefireSloaneandhirehisgirlfriendasmynewassistant,it'shiscompanysoI

followedthrough.Wecouldn'tjustfirehim,wehadtosethim upandthreatenedhim

thatifhedoesn'tresignwe'llturnhim infor"selling"informationaboutourclientstoour

competition,sohechosetoresignthangoingtojail.Wegavehim alotofmoney

thoughandgoodrecommendation..

Me:ThankyouSindi

Shegavemeanodandthenwalkedaway.I'm veryuncomfortableworkingwithSindi,

thepersonthatsheis.Getstome,butIdon'thaveachoiceandIhaven'teventold



Khaboaboutthis..

________

NTSIKA

QondisiweandIwehaven'ttalkedeversincethatnight.I'm givinghersomespaceand

timetothinkaboutwhatshereallywants..

Mariah:Sir

Me:Yes?

Ididn'teventurntolookather..

Her:Youhaveavisitor

Noonecalledtotellmethatthey'llbevisitingme,IturnedandIthinkmyeyeswere

deceivingme.Itwasmybabybrother,Manqoba..

Him:Bafo

Ishookmyheadwhilelaughing..Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Lookatyou

Igavehim ahug.Ihaven'tspokentoManqobaforyears,eversincehewenttothe

Zikhalivillage"Undercover"orasaspytofishinformationforus.Wecouldn'tcontact

him becausewedidn'twanthiscoverblown.

Me:Mariahpleasebringusthemostexpensivebottleofwhiskey

Ilookedathim...

Me:Youstilldrinkright?

Him:Ihaven'tforyears,TheZikhalivillageisnotsofortunatebutIreallydothirstfor

whiskey

Mariah:I'llgetit..ShouldIbringasodaforyou?

Me:I'llmakeanexceptiontoday,it'sacelebrationbringtwoglasses

Manqoba:Andiceplease

Mariah:VerywellSir



Me:Youneedtoshaveandcutyourhair

Him:I'lldothat

Me:Soareyoubackforreal?

Him:YesIleftthevillageforgood,there'snothingkeepingmethereanymore.Indonileft

so..

Me:Shecandothat?

Him:Shedidbuttheriverisstillfine,everythingisfine

Me:Athometheygoingtobehappytoseeyou,thisweekendwegoingforBusisiwe's

Memulo.Itwassupposedtobelastweekendbuttheweatherdidn'tagree

Him:Ican'twaittoseeeveryone

Me:I'm suretheycan'twaittoseeyoutoo

Him:Sohaveyoufoundsomeone?Areyougoingtobeshowingupwithadate?

Me:Idon'tknowMan

Him:Howcome?

Me:Iwasdatingthisothergirlbutshe'sstillconfused,shehadjustbrokenupwithher

boyfriend

Him:Yathat'sachallenge

Me:Idon'tunderstandthough,thatniggaisabitchassnigga.Healmostkilledher

Him:WomenlovethosekindofMen,Menwhotreatthem liketrash

Me:Whataboutyou?Anylady?From thevillage?SoDadcanbeheadyou

Helaughed..

Him:Therewasalmostsomeone

Me:And?

Him:It'stheNdoni,butsheleftso..

Me:YoufellinlovewiththeGuardian?



Him:She'sverybeautiful,averynicegirl..ShelooksexactlylikeourGreatancestor,

Nowisa

Me:You'veseenNowisa?

Him:Theyhaveherpicturethere

Me:Iwishtoseeher

Him:IfIhadaphone,Iwould'vetakenapicture

Me:Yeahmaybe

Mariahcamebackwiththewhiskey..

___________

QONDISIWE

Itookadeepbreathandthenranghisdoorbell,Qondisiwewhatareyoudoinghere?

Whatexactlyam Idoing?Thisisabadidea.Ishouldn'tbehere.JustasIwasaboutto

walkaway,heopenedthedoor..Hewasshirtless..

Him:Qondi

Ilookedathim andallthehurtcameback..

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Ipushedhim andwalkedin..

Him:Ohwyes,pleasecomein

Heclosedthedoor..

Me:Ibawhatareyoudoing?

Helookedatme..

Him:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:WithSindi?Whatareyoudoing?Iknowthatyoudon'tloveher

Him:Youcameallthewayhereforthat?

Me:Iwannaknowwhatyoudoingwithher!!



Him:Sindiismygirlfriend,wedating..That'swhatwedoing,andyouhavenobusiness

cominghereandquestioningmeaboutmyprivatelife

Me:Bullshit!!Iknowyoudoingthistogetbackatme,tohurtme!!

Him:QondisiweLangayouthinkIsitdownandthinkofwaystohurtyou?Sweetheart

beforeyoutherewasSindi.SindiandIgowayback

Me:Sindiisnotme!She'llneverbeme

Him:IfIwantedyouIwouldbewithyou,I'm datingherbecauseIdon'twanttobewith

you..Nowpleaseleavebeforethisturnsugly

Me:Youabastard!!

Him:Don'tyouhaveaboyfriend?Whatisthisnow?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:IloveSindi,I'm happywithher.Getitthroughyourheadandgetoutofmyhouse,

becausethisispathetic!!

Hewalkedtothedoorandopenedit..

Him:Getthestepping!

IwalkedtothedoorbutIdidn'twalkout.Istartedhittinghim withmybag..

Me:Youareabastard!!Howcanyoudothistome!!Youlyingsayit!!Youdon'tloveher

HeheldbothmyhandstightandIdroppedthebagonthefloor..

Ishookmyheadwithtearsforminginmyeyes..Heclosedthedoorandthenpinnedme

againstit..Helookedmeintheeye..

Him:IloveSindi

Me:Noyoudon't!!Youonlyusinghertogettome!!

Him:Iloveher,I'vealwayslovedher..Iwasonlyusingyouasarebound

Itriestoescapefrom hisgripbutIcouldn't..

Me:Letgoofme!!

Him:Calm thefuckdown!!



Me:Shecouldneverbeme!!

Him:Idon'twantyou,that'swhyIwentforher

Tearsstreameddown..

Him:Inolongerloveyou

Me:Youdoloveme

Him:NotIdon't

Me:Yesyoudo

Hegotveryclosetome,hislipswereveryclosetomine...

Him:Idon'tloveyouanymore

Me:Yesyoudo

Hekissedmewhilestillpinningmyhandsagainstthedoor,hefurtheronkissedmy

tearsthenplacedhislipsnexttomyear..

Him:Idon'tloveyou

Me:Yesyoudo

Hereleasedme..

Me:Yesyoudoloveme..Iknowyoudo

Heranhishandonmythighallthewayup,Itriedtostophim andthenhelookedatme.

Iletgoofhishand,hekissedmeagainandthenloweredmyunderwear..

Him:Idon'tloveyouQondisiwe

Me:Youdoloveme

Hepickedmeupandthenplacedmeontopofthekitchencounter.Hetookoffmydress

andtriedtospreadmylegswideopen..

Me:Iba..

Hegavemeaseriouslook..

Him:Stopit!!



Hetookoffhisshortsandthenhegotinbetweenmylegs..[REMOVED]
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IBANATHI

LateronmybestfriendCJandIdecidedtotakeLungiouttoaloungefordrinks.His

weddingiscloseandwithhisbusyschedule,hemightnothaveabachelorparty..

CJ:SomehowIknewthatLungiwasgoingtogetmarriedfirst

Me:It'sobvious,I'm nevergettingmarried.It'satrap

Theybothlaughed..

CJ:IthoughtyouweregoingtomarryNoks

Me:That'snevergoingtohappen

I'm planningontellingLungiaboutNoksbutnotnow,atleastwhenhe'ssettled..

Lungi:CJIalsowantyoutomybestman

CJ:I'llbehonoured

Me:Thami?

Lungi:ThamiisoverseasbutI'vecontactedhim,Ihopehewillbeabletomakeit

Me:He'syourbestfriend,hehastomakeit

Aswewerechilled,notfarfrom us.Isawafamiliarface..

Me:Lungi

Lungi:Yeah?



Me:Doesn'tthatguylooklikeManqobatheonefrom thevillage?

Lungi:Wowhelooksdifferent

Me:Whatishedoinghere?

Lungi:I'm wonderingthesamething

Themusicchanged..

CJ:Wtf?Thoughtwesubmittedourplaylist

Me:I'm coming

Igotupandwenttoenquireatthecounter..

Me:Hey

Barman:Sir

Me:WesubmittedaPlaylistyousupposedtoplayituntilweleave

Barman:Thosecatsoverthererequestedachange

HepointedatManqobaandhisfriend..

Me:Thisisridiculous!

Imademywaytothem..

Me:What'sup?

Theybothlookedatme..

Me:Thisismyterritory,youdon'tcomeinmyterritoryandchangehowwedothings

Manqoba:Iba,andwemeetagain

Me:Whatthehellareyoudoinghere?

Manqoba:It'sapublicplace

IheardLungitalkingbehindme..

Lungi:Manqoba

Manqoba:AndanotherBiyela



Lungi:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Helookedathisfriendandtheylaughed..

Manqoba:Ithoughtthisisapublicplace,thoughitwasopenforeveryone

Lungi:Howcanyouevenaffordsuchaplace?

Manqoba:Ithinkyoutwoshouldgobacktoyourplaceandlet'skeepthepeace

betweenus

Lungi:Howdidyoumakeitoutofthevillage?

Me:Thecityshouldn'tbeopengatesforeveryvillageboytocomeandtakechances

here

Manqoba:AsI'vesaid,let'skeepthepeacebetweenus

Lungi:Orwhat?

Manqobalaughedagain..

Weheardanotherfamiliarvoicebehindus..

Voice:Bro

Iturned,itwasNtsika..

Manqobastoodup..

Manqoba:Bro

Lungi:Andwhatdoyouknow,theteacherjustjoinedus

NtsikapushedthroughinbetweenusmakinghiswaytoManqoba..

Lungi:Wft?

Ntsika:I'm sorryareyousayingsomething?

Lungiwalkeduptohim butIheldhim back.

Lungi:I'm abouttocatchacaseforavillageboyandhisTeacher

Ntsika:Youlooklikeaworthyopponent

Me:Let'sgo



Ntsika:Yeahlistentoyourbrother,go

Ntsikalookedatme..

Ntsika:Youstillhaven'tacceptedmygift

Me:Idon'twantit

Ntsika:Youdon'thaveachoice,you'lltakeit

Lungi:Entlekngathisiyadelelwala

Me:Lungilet'sgo

Igrabbedhisarm..

Lungi:NoI-

Me:I'llexplaintoyoulater

WewalkedawayandIsignaledtoCJthatweleaving..

Lungi:Wtfwasthat?

Me:WeneedtobeoutofherebeforetheyembarrassusandbuyusthisLoungetoo

Lungi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:NtsikaisafilthyrichPrince,ifManqobaishisBrother.He'srichtoo

Lungi:What?Idon'tunderstand

Me:NtsikayezweMkhize,youshouldGooglehim

Lungi:Howisthatpossible?He'sateacher!

Me:Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifhefuckenownstheschool,butdon'tworry.I'm goingto

bursthisbubblesoon!

____________

QONDISIWE

"Everybody'slike

He'snoitem



Pleasedon'tlikeem

Hedon'twifeem

Heonenightsem

Ineverlistened

No

Ishouldafiguredthough

Allthatshityouwasspittin'

Sounoriginal

Butitwasyou

SoIwaswithit

Thentellyouthetruth

Wishweneverdidit

CauseIusuallydo

Sticktothebusiness

Butyoucameouttheblue

Andthenyoujustflippedit

Goddamnbaby

Mymind'sblown

Beforgettin'

Youliveinadifferenttimezone

ThinkIknowwhatthisis

It'sjustthetime'swrong

YeahIknowwhatyoudid

ButbabyI'm grown



Andmyloveispatient

Andkind,andshit

Thisisrealwecanbuild

Throughdifferenttypesofshit

Ifyouwasreallytherealest

Wouldn'tbefightin'it

Ithinkyourprideisjust

Intheway"

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirrorasthesongkeptonplaying.Tearswerestreamingdown,

Icouldn'tgetoverwhathappenedearliertoday.Itouchedmyneckwithmyeyesclosed,

therewayhekissedandgrabbedmyneckthatpictureplayedinmymind.Everything

thathappenedplayedinmymind,andthoughtheactwasfilthy,Ihatedmyselfmorefor

enjoyingit.Myhandwentdowntomycookie,IthinkIstillhavetracesofhissemenin

myunderwear.Thisisnothappening,Ishouldhavenevergottenitdownlikethatwith

Iba.WhenIopenedmyeyes,IsawNowisastandingbehindmedrippingwet.Shedidn't

lookhappy,Iturnedandlookedather..

_____________

NOKUTHULA

Me:How canLungifireSloane?I'veknownhim foryearshewouldneverbetraythe

companylikethat!Hepracticallylivedforit,heisthemostloyalpersonoutofeveryone

there!!

Lorraine:Calm down

Me:How canIcalm down?Thisisabsurdandthenhehiresthatwhore?What'swith

thesesisters?What'sthisobsessionandpossessionthattheyhaveontheBiyelaboys?

Lorraine:I'llgettothebottom ofit

Me:Youbetter!!!

____________

QONDISIWE



Me:Nowisa

Shewalkeduptome..

Her:Umosheyonkeinto(Youhaveruinedeverything)

Itookafewstepsbackuntilthedressingtableblockedme..

Nowisa:Kubengiyacedangawenyaa!Uyisiphukuphukusentombazana(Ishouldfinish

withyounow,youareastupidgirl)sheraisedherhandandsentmeflyingacrossthe

room,IcameincontactwiththewallbeforeIfell...

Me:Ahhhhhh!

Nowisa:NgizokubulalaQondisiweuyezwa?(I'm goingtokillyou)

Shemadeherwaytome...

Me:Nowisa!!

Beforeshecouldgettome,thedooropened.Khabowalkedin..

Khabo:Qondisiwe?

Shecametomeandhelpedmetogetup,IthoughtthinkthatshecouldseeNowisa.

Khabo:Kwenzakaleni?(Whathappened)

Nowisa:Usuqaleimpiengekeyaphela(Youhavejustdeclaredwar)

Shethendisappeared..

Khabo:What'swrong?

Me:Nowisawashere

Khabo:What?

Me:she'scomingformylife!

___________

SINDISIWE

Ihadanunwantedguest,itwasLorraine..

Her:Whatareyoudoinghere?



Me:Pleasecomein

Shemadeherwayin..

Her:Whereismyson?

Me:He'sout

Her:Whyareyouhere?

Me:IbanathiandIwedating

Her:Uthini?(Whatareyousaying)

Me:Relax..I'm onyourside

Her:Onmyside?

Me:Yes..Iwantrevengeonmysisters,bothofthem

Shelookedatmeforalongtime..

Her:HowcanItrustyou?

Me:QondisiweisaGuardian,she'shighlyprotected.Togettoher,youmustfirst

eliminatethesourceofprotectionandI'veknownmysisterallmylife.Yougoingto

needme

Istretchedmyhandouttoher..

Me:Alliances?

Her:Anenemyofmyenemyisafriend

Shestretchedhersouttometoo..

Her:Ifyoudaredoublecrossme,youwillbeverysorry

Me:Relax..Iwanttodestroymysistersasmuchasyoudo

Her:Welcometotheteam

Me:Thankyou..Letmegetussomewinesowecantalkmore

Her:Dothat

.



Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Keepingthingsfrom Khaboishard,shecanseerightthroughme.Idecidedtosither

downafterdinnerand told herexactlywhathappened betweenmeand Ibanathi.

KnowingKhabo,shedidwhatshedoesbest,sheslappedmeacrosstheface..

Her:Whatiswrongwithyou?Didyouseewhatthatboydidtoyou?Hebeatyouup

senselessandItookituponmyselftoattackhim!Attackhim onlyforyoutogoand

openyourlegsforhim?

Me:Ngiyaxolisa(I'm sorry)

Her:Ibanathidoesn'tcareaboutyou!HeisdoingthiswithSinditospiteyouandyou

playingrightaheadinhistrap!IfIbanathilovedyou,hewouldn'thavesleptwithyour

sister!

Shestoodup..

Her:Iknowit'sdifficulttogetoveryourex,we'veallbeendownthisroadbutyoucry,be

madaboutithealandthenmoveon!Qondisiweyoucameheretomakesomethingof

yourself,nottogoaroundopeningyourlegs!Itseemslikeyouhaveforgottenabout

whatbroughtyouhere!Didn'tyoulearnanythingfrom uSindi?Menuseyouandwhen

theydonetheyleaveyou!IfNtsikaiswhatyousayheis,thenheisnotsomeoneyou

wannamesswithlikethis!Heisaprinceandrightnowyouhaveshamedhim morethan

youthink!!!

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Her:Youneedtothinkaboutwhatyouwant,doyouwanttobeIbanathisomeonewhois

goingtotreatyoulikecrashfortherestofyourlife??

Me:No

Her:Thenwhatdoyouwant?

Me:IwanttobewithNtsika

Her:Thenbewithhim andstopthisnonsense!I'm sodisappointedinyourightnow,we

haveenemiesright,left,andinthemiddlethenyougoandplayintheirterritorywhat's

wrongwithyou?YouareaGuardianwhydon'tyouseekguidancefrom them?



Me:Nowisaisnotagoodguardian

Her:Nowisaisnotagoodguardianbecauseyoufuckingup!ShebroughtyouNtsika

didn'tshe?She'syourguardianwhywouldshesetyouup?MaybeLungiwasright!

Gettingbackintothedatinggamewaswaytoosoonforyou

Me:I'm donewithIbanathinow

Her:Ihopesobecauseifyounot,I'm kickingyouout!I'm cuttingalltieswithyou

(Silence)

Her:AndifyougobacktoNtsikayouneedtotellhim thetruth

Istoodup..

Me:No

Her:Whatdoyouthinkit'sgoingtohappen?Hewillfindout!!..Didyouevenusea

condom?

Islowlynodded..

Her:JustleavemypresencerightnowbeforeIdoanythingstupid

Ididn'tsaynomore,Iwentupstairstomybedroom..

_________

LORRAINE

Iconsulttoahighpriestessknownas"Somandlakazi",thepreviousonediedand

anotheronetookover.She'sahighpriestessoftheunderworld,canonlycommunicate

withherinthewater.Ihaveabasininmysecretroom,that'showIcommunicatewith

her...Ilookedatthewaterasherfaceshowedup..

Me:Yourhighness

Her:Whatisitthatyousummonedmefor?

Me:Somethingisnotright

Her:Somethingisdefinitelynotright

Me:Whatisgoingon?



Her:Yourenemieshavecomeforyou,andtheyarealreadyhere

Me:Who?

Her:ItisunclearbutIfeelgreatpower,powerthatI'veneverfeltbefore.Whoeversheis,

she'spowerfulwaymorethanthedarknessIpossess

Me:HowdoIgoaboutineliminatingthisperson?

Her:Itwon'tbeeasy,wegoingtoneedabloodsacrifice

Me:I'vealreadysacrificedmyhusband

Her:Abloodsacrificefrom yourenemy,ifwehaveaportionofherblooditwillhelpus

todestroyher

Me:Whoisshe?

Her:You'vealreadymether,theGuardian

Me:Qondisiwe?

Her:She'sverypowerful

Me:Qondisiweandmysonarenottogether

Her:Theydon'thavetobetogether,she'salreadydonehalfofthework

Me:HowdoIplayit?

Her:Itoldyou,weneedherblood

Me:Howam Isupposedtogetthat?

Her:Patience..Patience

Idon'tthinkIhavethePatience..

___________

SINDISIWE

Me:Yougoagain

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Babe?



Helookedatme..

Me:It'syourturn

Helookedattheboard..

Him:Youwinagain

Hekissedmeonmyshoulder.Weweresittingonthefloorplayingagame,orshouldI

sayIwasplayingalone.Heseemeddistracted..

Me:Areyouokay?

Him:Ijusthavealotonmymind

Me:Wannatalkaboutit?

Him:Noit'sfine

Hegotup..

Him:I'llberightback

Hewalkedupstairs.I'vebeeninthisgamefortoolongtoknow whenamanhashis

eyeswanderingaround.Iputeverythingaway,whenIpickeduptheboardIsaw his

phone.Ilookedatitforawhile,thenItookit.

WellI'm goingtoneedhisfingerprinttoopenitoratleastapassword.Ilititup,

amazinglyhiswallpaperitwasQondisiwe.ItriedafewpasswordsandIcouldn'topenit,

thenItried"Qondisiwe".Iwasabletogetin.Iwentstraighttohiswhatsapp,hestillhad

herasacontactbutIcouldn'tfindanychats.Iputitonthetable..

___________

QONDISIWE

Ilookedathisphonecall,Itookadeepbreathandanswered..

Me:Ntsika

He'sbeencallingmetodayandI'vebeenignoringhiscalls,ImeanwhatdoIsayto

him???Hestartedsinging..

Him:"Yaziang'understandibabywhyuvaleIphone,manjengibuyakubokodwabathi

abamboni.Ende ngiqiqa emaclubbinistillang'mtholi,mhlambe uBabyuyang'shaya



shayawathiakajoli.Ngicelaningifuniseniintombi,minangifunaintombiyami"

Ilaughed..

Him:Areyougood?

Me:I'm good..Howareyou?

Him:I'm good..Wasjustcheckinguponyou

Me:Thankyou

Therewassomeawkwardsilence..

Me:Ntsika

Him:Talktome

Me:Iwannatryagain..Us..Iwannatryagain

Iheardhim exhaling..

Me:I'm sorryabouttheothernight

Him:Ifwegoingtodothis,Idon'twantanytrailsofIbanathiBiyela

Iswallowed..

Me:I'm donewithhim..Ipromise

Him:Ihopeso,becauseI'm notgoingtohaveanyissueswiththatboy

Me:Youwon't

Him:Youtoolatethough,Ihavefoundsomeone

Ichuckled..

Me:Ohhplease

Him:I'm serious

Me:Wellshewillhavetomeetmeintheboxingringfirst

Him:I'm scared

Ilaughed..



Him:Breakfasttomorrow?

Me:I'dlikethatverymuch

Him:I'llcomeandgetyou

Me:Okay

Him:Goodnight

Me:Ntsika

Him:Qondi

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo

Me:Goodnight

Him:Night

Ihungupthenwentstraightonwhatsapp.IblockedIbanathi,Ialsoblockedhim on

Facebook,Insta,andTwitter.Asfrom tonight,I'm donewithhim..Now it'sjustme,

school,andmygift..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

ThefollowingmorningNtsikakepttotheendofhispromise,hecametogetmesowe

couldgohavebreakfast.Itwasaholiday,sowedidn'thaveschooltoday..

Khabo:Ntsikahowareyou?

Ntsika:I'm wellandhowareyou?

Khabo:I'm good

Helookedatme..

Ntsika:Areyoureadytogo?



Me:YesIam

Khabo:Ntsikacanyoupleasegiveussomefewseconds?

Ntsika:Noproblem..I'llbeinthecar

Whenhehadwalkedout,IlookedatKhabo..

Khabo:Youneedtotellhim

Me:Ican't

Her:Youstartingonacleanslatewithhim,thisliewillcatchwithyou.Doyouwantitto

catchupwithyouwhenyouguysaremarried?

Ithoughtforawhile..

Her:Ifyoudon'ttellhim,Ibanathiwill.Youwillsavehim alltheembarrassmentifit

comesoutfrom you

Shewasright,IbanathiisannoyinghewilltellNtsikaaboutthis..

Hecamewiththeroyalsealcar,Ineedtoaskhim aboutthat.Ifwegoingtostartour

relationshiponacleanslate,everythinghastocomeout..Inthecarhetriedtoholda

smalltalkbutmymindwasfaraway,thisthingwithIbanathiwaseatingmeup....

Wearrivedattherestaurant,andIthinkhelongnoticedthatsomethingwasoffwithme

Him:Outwithit..What'swrong?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Areyouroyalty?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Ifwegoingtotryagain,Idon'twantanysecretsbetweenus

Him:I'm aPrince,butit'snotsomethingthatIliketoadvertise

Me:Whynot?BeingaPrinceisnotsomethingtobeashamedof

Him:I'm notashamed,Ijustwanttobenormal.Peopletreatyoudifferentlywhenyou

royalty

Me:Iunderstand



Him:ThisweekendI'm goinghometoattendmysister'sMemulo,I'dlikeyoutocome

with.Ithinkit'stime

Me:NtsikaIneedtotellyousomething

Him:Okay?

Me:WhenweweretakingabreakI..Ididsomething

Him:Somethinglikewhat?

Me:ThisiswayharderthanIthought

Him:Whatdidyoudo?

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:IsleptwithIbanathi

Helaughed..

Him:Noyoudidn't

Inoddedalittle..

Me:Idid

Helookedatmeforaverylongtimewithoutsayinganything,thenhegotupandwalked

out.Ifollowedhim..

Me:Ntsika

Igrabbedhisarm beforehecouldgetinthecar..Helookedatmygrip..

Me:WeweretakingabreakandI..Iwasconfused

Him:Ng'deleleQondisiwe(letmyarm go)

Me:Ican'tletyouleave,becauseifyougetinthatcarthenyougone..Iwould'velostyou

Him:NgitheNg'delele(Isaidletmego)

Me:Ntsikaplease

Heyankedmyhandoffandthenthedriveropenedthedoor,hegotinandImademy

waytohim.Thedriverblockedmewhileclosingthedoor..



Me:Ntsikaplease

Driver:Pleasemovebackalittle

Isteppedback...

Driver:Thankyou

Thedrivergotinthecartoo,thentheydroveoff...

_________

LUNGISA

IwasattheofficetryingtosortsomethingoutwhenIbanathiwalkedin..

Iba:Youshouldbeinbed,havingcrazysexwithyoursoontobewife

Me:GoodmorningtoyoutooBrother

HewalkeduptothewindowandIcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing...

Him:Qondisiweblockedmefrom hereverything

Me:So?

Him:Ithoughtweweregoingtomakeprogress

Me:AreyoureallyInlovewithQondisiweorareyoujustobsessedwithher?

Him:Doesitmatter?

Me:She'swithsomeoneelse,don'tfightforawomanthatdoesn'twantyou.Itnever

endswell

Him:Ntsikaand Qondisiwearenotgoing anywhere,theirrelationship isgoing to

crumbleverysoon

Me:Yousoundconfident

Him:Iam

Me:Wellgoodluckthen

(Silence)

Me:SowhatarewegoingtodoaboutMom?



Him:Idon'tknow

Me:I'm sorryMan,Ishould'vetoldyou

Him:It'sokay..Iknowwhyyoudidit

Me:Youdo?

Him:YeahIknowandI'm stillgoingtotellyouaboutyourMother'ssecret

Me:Whyyounottellingmenow?

Him:Yougettingmarried,youcan'tbeupsetwhenyougettingmarriedbutafterthe

weddingI'llletyouknow..Ipromise

Me:I'llholdyoutoyourpromisethen

____________

QONDISIWE

IhadcalledAkhonatocomeandfetchme,sheshowedupwithherMother'scar..

Her:Yousaiditwasanemergency

Me:Itis,I'm stranded

Her:Howdidyougethereinthefirstplace?

Me:Ntsika

Her:Andthenwhathappened?

Me:Heleftme

Her:Why?

Me:Wehadanargument

Her:Hedoesn'tsoundlikeaguywhowouldleaveyoustrandedevenafteranargument

Me:Icheatedonhim andIconfessed

Her:Youwhat?

Me:Iknow



Her:YoucheatedonNtsika??

Me:Itwasaterriblemistake

Her:Cheatingisnotamistake,it'sachoice

Me:Thankyoufriendforthevoteofconfidence

Her:I'm notjudging,I'm justsaying

Me:Ineedtogetmymanback

Her:I'veheardmendon'treallyforgivecheating

Me:I'llfindaway

Akhona:WowyoucheatedonawholeentireNtsika

____________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Iwasbeyondtheword"Upset".IwentforQondisiwebecausesheseemedlikeawoman

thatcouldhelpmebuildafamilyoneday,awomanthatIcouldtaketomyfather's

house.Thisbetrayal,especiallywithsomeonelikeIbanathi???

Myphonerang,itwasManqoba..

Me:Yeah?

Him:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit

Him:Youhavetocometothehospital

Me:Why?

Him:It'sVukani,hegotshot

Isighed..

Me:Whathappenedthistimearound?

Him:Commotionbetweenhim andtaxidrivers

Me:Whatishedoingstartingshitwithtaxidrivers?



Him:YouknowVukani,andthetaxidriversarenotgoingtoletthisgo

Me:DidyoucallManziniandMbongeni?

Him:Yes

Me:I'm onmyway

Ihungup..

Me:Mariah!!!

Sheshowedup..

Me:I'm goingtoneedmygun

Her:Yourgun?

Me:Yesplease

Her:Sir..

Me:Pleasegetmemygun

Her:Yessir..

Me:Thankyou

___________

KHABONINA

Iopenedthedoor,itwasLorraine..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:ThelasttimeIcheckedthiswasmySon'shouse

Me:CanIhelpyou?Inyourson'shousebecauseheisnothere?

Her:Youreallygoingtomarrymysonwithababyonit'sway?

Me:Youtraveledallthewaytotellmethat?

Her:I'vetraveledallthewaytotellyoutowalkaway

Me:ThenI'm tellingyounowtowalkaway



Her:Whoareyouagain?

Me:Awomanthatyoudon'twannamesswith,awomanwhoknowsyoursecret

Her:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:NoksandLungiaresiblings

Qondisiweendeduptellingmeaboutthat..

Lorrainelookedatmewithoutsayinganything..

Me:Youokay?Youlooklikeyouabouttohaveaheartattack

Sheheldherbagtight..

Me:You sickening!Having yourson sleep with hissisterforyourown personal

selfishness!!

Sheslappedmeacrossmyface..

Her:Stayoutofissuesthatyoudon'tunderstand..Doyouhearme?I'm warningyou!If

youkeepon,youwon'tevenattendyourownwedding..Tryme!

.

Tobecontinued

[31/03,23:21]+27747280238:55

QONDISIWE

Akhonadroppedmeoffathome,Ithankedherforcomingtofetchme.Iknow most

peoplewillcallmeafoolforcheatingonNtsika,itwasnotmyintention.Notevena

little...

Khabo:Heyhowdiditgo?

Me:Hedumpedme

Her:Hedid?

Me:Hejustwalkedoutwithoutsayinganything

Lungi:Whathappened?

Khabo:QondisiwecheatedonNtsikawithIbanathi.Shethencamecleantohim,andshe



gotdumped

Me:Khabo!!

Lungi:NowonderwhyIbanathiwasabitofftoday

Me:Whatdidhesay?

Lungi:He'sjustnothappythatyoublockedhim

Me:Idon'twantanythingtodowithIbanathiagain

Lungilookedatthetime..

Lungi:Wehavetogo

Khabo:Qondisiwedoyouwannacome?Wegoingtocheckoutthevenue

Me:NoI'm okaythanks

Khabo:Seeyoulaterthen

Me:Lateritis

_______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Iwalkedin,allmybrothersweresurroundinghisbedexceptforMbongeni.Hewasat

thewindow.IlookedatVukile..

Me:Whathappened?Howareyou?

Vukile:It'snotfatal,I'llsurvive

Me:Howdidyouendupstartingwarwithtaxidrivers?

Vukile:IhadtheseminiprivatebusesthatIputatthetaxirank

Manqoba:Youdidwhat?

Vukile:I'm inthetransportbusiness

Me:YouruntheMkhizelinerbuses,youhavenobusinessstartingshitwithtaxidrivers

Mbongeni:Sowhatarewegoingtodonow?



Manzini:Wegoingtogothereandapologize

Vukileshookhishead..

Vukile:Wenotapologizing

Maziniwalkeduptohim andputhishandonVukile'sthroat..

Manzini:Listenhereyouswine!Someofushavefamilies,beforeyoupullshitlikethis!

Makesureyoudon'tincludeus

Heletgo.Manziniisthefirstborn,followedbyVukile,thenMbongeni,Me,andthen

Manqoba.Notcountingmysister..

Mbongeni:Youreallyhadtodothis,knowingverywellthatthisweekendisBusisiwe's

Memulo.WhatarewegoingtotellDad?

Vukile:It'snotlikehedoesn'tknowthatI'm trouble

Manzini:Ucabangaukuthikuyadlalwala(Youthinkthisisagame)

Me:Vukileyouhavetogetthoseminibusesfrom thetaxirank,you'llalsoputthedrivers

indanger

Vukile:I'm notgoingtodothat

Manqoba:Whynot?

Vukile:I'm notthateasilyintimidated

Mbongeni:Yougotshot!

Manzini:I'm goingoutforasmoke!

Manziniwalkedout..

Mbongeni:Vukilestopbeingselfish,thisisnotaboutyouonly

Vukile:Ididn'taskforyourhelp,Icanhandlemybusiness

Mbongeni:Theyshould'vekilledyou!!

Healsowalkedout..

Me:Vukile..

Him:I'm notbackingdownNtsika,forgetit!



Manqoba:I'm callingDad

Vukile:Sendmylove

Manqoba:Heisgoingtodisownyourass!

IlookedatVukile..

Him:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Why?

Him:Youcameinwithagun,lookslikeyouwerepreparedtogotowar

Me:Ididn'tknowwhattoexpect

Him:What'sbotheringyou?

Me:It'snothingIcan'thandle

Him:Don'tgetyourhandsdirty,younotlikeus

Me:Areyougoingtore-

Him:NoI'm not

Me:Vukilethisisdangerous

Him:Doyoudolittlebro,andletmehandlemyown

Me:Can'tletyougotowaralone

Him:Ineedtocontactpeople

Me:Manziniandthem willcomearounddon'tworry

Him:Youneedtositthisoneout

Me:I'm notsittinganythingout

Him:Youthefutureking,youveryimportant.Nothingcanhappentoyou,yousittingthis

oneout.Dadwillneverforgiveme

__________

QONDISIWE



Iwascatchinguponmyschoolwork.Lungiistheonepayingformyschoolfeesnow

andprovidingforme.ItwouldbeashameifIlethim down,andletmyselfdown..I

receivedacallfrom someoneIdidn'texpecttogetacallfrom..

Him:Qondisiwe

Me:NkosiuNgwane

Him:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphila(I'm well)

(Silence)

Me:Kungabekonkekuhambakahle?(Iseverythinggoingwell)

Him:Nonkosiyaphila(Wearewell)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Him:Kuyakanjaniegoli?(Howiseverything)

Me:Chakusahambakahlekonke(Everythingisgoingwell)

Him:SibonganjeuMausaphilile(It'sgoodknowingthatyouwell)

Me:NgizozauMangitholaiskhathi(I'llcomewhenIgettime)

Him:Kuhlelokhongobangifunaukuxoxanawe(That'sgoodbecauseIwanttotalkto

you)

Me:Kuzwakalakubalulekile(Itsoundsimportant)

Him:Konakubalulekile(Itisimportant)

Me:NgizozaNkosiyam (I'llcome)

Iwonderwhat'ssoimportant..

_____________

NOKUTHULA

Lorraine:Iwantyoutokidnapheronherweddingday,wellbeforetheceremony..I

understand...I'llgiveyouthedetails..Thankyou..Bye

Sheturnedaroundandsawmestandingthere..



Her:Don'tcreepuponmelikethat

Me:Whatareyouplanning?

Her:I'm finallyputtinganendtomyproblem

Me:YougoingtohaveKhabokidnapped?

Her:Doyoucare?

Me:NoIdon't

Her:Good!!I'm goingtohaveherkidnapped,andthenkilled

Me:Andyouthinkthatyouwon'tbethefirstsuspect?

Her:Iwillbeatthechurchwaitingonourbridetowalkdowntheaisle

Me:Ohwwhatatightalibi

Her:Areyoudoubtingme?

Me:No..Ijusthopethateverythingwillplayoutwell

____________

QONDISIWE

IwasinKhabo'sroom lookingforherfoam bath,IhavebeenmeaningtobuyonebutI

keeponforgetting.AsIwasbusysearchingthroughherinherbathroom,Isawblood

comingfrom thecloset.Thatwasstrange,thatwasverystrange.Iwalkedoutand

checked,herweddingdresswasbloody.ItoucheditandthenIdon'tknow what

happenedbutIhadavision.InmyvisionIsawKhabogettingshotonherweddingday,I

couldn'tseetheperson'sfacehewaswearingabalaclava.Hekeptonshooting,Ican

almostestimate6bullets.Iletgoofthedress,thismeansthatKhaboisgoingtodieon

herweddingday.Iusuallygetdreamsaboutsituations,I'veneverhadavisioninbroad

daylight.Thiswasthefirst..

.
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NTSIKAYEZWE

Iam closewithManqobathanIam withtherestofmyBrothers,whenhewentaway



undercoveritcreatedsomedistanceinourBrotherhood,butI'm hopingnowthatwecan

reconnect.Wewerebackatmyhousehavingaminibraai,allmybrotherswerehere.

ManqobanoticedthatIwasn'tmyselfsohekeptonforcinguntilItoldhim whatwas

eatingmeup...

Him:Forhertotellyouthetruthsheseemslikeanhonestperson.Howmanygirlscan

comeoutandsaythey'vecheated

Me:Seewithusguys,wecansleepwith5womenwhileweinarelationshipandfeel

nothing,womenaredifferent.Theycatchfeelingsandthisisherexsoit'stricky.Idon't

wanthergoingbackandforthfrom metohim

Him:Iunderstand,whenit'sanexit'sdifferent

Me:MaybeIshouldletyourfatherdoanarrangemarriageforme

Helaughed..

Him:Maybeaprincessfrom anothervillage

Me:OrmaybeoneofthegirlsthataregoingtoattendtheMemulo

Him:Goodthinkingallofthem willbevirgins,you'llgetyourselfafaithfulandloyalwife

Me:Theygoingtoworshipmethat'swhatIhate,Idon'twannabeinarelationshipwith

someonewhoisgoingtotakeeverythinganddon'tevenquestionme.Someonewhois

goingtoliveformeandtrytobeperfect

Him:Yougoingtobeafutureking,obviouslythosegirlswillworshipyou

Me:Ihatethat

Him:Whatcanyousay?

Manzinimadehiswaytous..

Him:Thebraaiisoverthere,nothere

Manqoba:Ntsikaisinhisfeelings

Me:Manqoba

Manqoba:Hisgirlfriendcheatedonhim

Manzinilookedatme..



Manzini:UlahleiSide?(Shecheatedonyou)

Me:Ya

HeturnedandlookedatMbongeni..

Manzini:Bongz

Hewalkeduptous..

Manzini:Sesiyohlasela(Wegoingtowar)

Me:There'snotgoingtobeanywar,shecheatedwillinglyshewasn'tforced

Bongz:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)

Manzini:SebemphuleleIqolo(Hisgirlfriendcheatedonher)

Bongz:Manjesisahleli?(Whatarewewaitingfor)

Me:Wenotgoingtokillherexandattackher

Manzini:Meleuqiniseisandla.Wenameleudlale,hayiukuthibakudlale(Youneedtobe

strict.Youtheonewhoshouldbecheatingnotgetcheatedon)

Theyalllaughed..

Me:Wenotgoingtowar

Bongz:Mygirlfriendubewenzalododi,manjengishonomaeyaeToiletuyabika(My

girlfriendusedtodothis,butnowevenwhenshegoestothetoiletshetellsme)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:I'm notgoingtobeather

Manzini:Thenfuckhercrazyforawholeweek,nginembiza

Ilookedathim..

Manqoba:That'snotabadidea

Manzini:afterthatshewillrespectyou

Bongz:Bestwaytopunishawomanumaungenasandla

Igotupfrom mychair...



Me:Let'stakeawalkinthegardenandtalk

Manqoba:He'sin

Bongz:I'llprovidecondoms

Manzini:Cha..IfNtsikalovesherthensiyasibeka(IfNtsikaloveher,she'sgoingto

impregnateher)

Bongz:Weeeengakashadi(Whilehe'snotmarried)

Manzini:don'tbenegative

ManziniandItookawalk..

___________

QONDISIWE

IsummonedNowisainmybedroom..

Me:Ngicelausizolwakho(Ineedyourhelp)

Shelookedatme..

Me:Please

Her:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant)

Me:uKhabouzofangomshadowakho(Khaboisgoingtodie)

Her:Phominangingenaphi?(Whatdoesthathavetodowithme)

Me:Angekengikhoneukumbukaefa(Iwon'tletherdie)

Her:UKhabonamiasihlangani,akusiyiNdoniyamanzi(Khaboisnotmyresponsibility,

she'snotaguardian)

Me:Udadewethu,umndeniwamiwokugcina(She'smysister,myonlyfamily)

Shethoughtforawhile...

Her:NgizokusizauManaweungangisiza(I'm goingtohelpyou,onlyifyouhelpmetoo)

Me:Ngilalele(I'm listening)

Her:KumeleubuyelekuNtsika(YouneedtogobacktoNtsika)



Me:Akafuninokungibona(Hedoesn'twanttoseeme)

Her:uNtsikayindodabonkebayafana(Ntsikaisaman,theyallthesame)

Me:Kunganilokhukubalulekilekuwe?(Whyisthisimportanttoyou)

Her:NgizamaukwenzauXolophakathikwesizwesakwaMkhizenesakwaNgwane,

nguwekphelanoNtsikaeningalethauXolouManihlangana(I'm tryingtocreatepeace

betweentheMkhizetribeandtheNgwanetribe,youandNtsikaaretheonlyonesthat

canmakethathappen)

Me:Chaza(Explain)

Her:Okokuqalaphuzala(drinkhere)

Shehandedmeasmallbottlewithsomeblackliquidinside..

Me:Okwani?(Whatisitfor)

Her:Ukubulalalokhuokumelekukhuleesibelethwenisakho(It'smeanttokillwhat

shouldgrowinyourwomb)

Itookitandlookedather..

Her:Umabengifunaukukubulalakubekudalangakubulala(IfIwantedtokillyou,I

would'velongdoneit)

Iopenedthebottleanddrankfrom it..

Me:NgichazelengendabayakwaMkhizeneyakwaNgwane(Explaintomethewar

betweentheMkhizetribeandtheNgwanetribe)

Shesatnexttome..

_______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

ManziniandIdrovetothisothertraditionalman,thiswasridiculous..

Me:Thisisridiculous,Idon'thavesexualproblems

Him:Ididn'tsayyoudo,thisherbwillhelpyouperform twicethanhow youusually

perform.Fuckawomancrazyoutofhermindthatsheliterallybegsforyoutofuckher

again



Ishookmyhead..Wearrivedandparkedonthestreet,itwasthelow sideofJozi.I

followedManziniasheledtheway,thistraditionhealerwassituatedinanisolated

place..Wewalkedinandthewholeroom wassmellingofincense,Isawalotofherbs

around..

Oldman:Haungibonwayini?(Whoam Iseeing)

Manzini:Bhubesi

Bhubesi:Kunjanimfanawami?(Howareyou)

Manzini:Ngiyaphila(I'm good)

Bhubesi:Namingiyaphila(I'm good)

Manzini:Ngifunausizeumfanala(Iwantyoutohelpmybrother)

Theoldmanlookedatme..

Me:Ntsikayezwe

Istretchedmyhandouttohim..Insteadofshakingmyhand,hekneltbeforemeand

saidalltheMkhizeclannames.IlookedatManzini..

Me:Youtoldhim aboutme?

Manzini:Never

Theoldmangotup..

Bhubesi:Amadloziwamianami,ukuvakashelwayiNkosi(Myancestorsarewithme,to

bevisitedbyaKing)

Me:ChaBabaangikakabiyiNksoi(I'm notaKingyet)

Him:MfanaminangibonaIksasa(Iseethefuture)

Inodded..

Bhubesi:Ngincedangani?(howcanIhelp)

Manzini:Umfanauyadlelwala(Hisgirlfriendischeating)

Bhubesi:Awubonakalinjengomuntuongakwaziukushayainduku(Youdon'tlooklikea

personthatdoesn'tknowhissexgame)



Manzini:Chasifunanjeukuthiuntombazanaahlalenjeaziphuthe(Wewantthegirlto

behave)

Theoldmennodded..

Bhubesi:Ngilandele(Followme)

IlookedatManzini..Henodded,Ifoldedtheoldman..

__________

SINDISIWE

IknowthatourrelationshipisfakebutIbanathiisbeingunreasonable,wehaven'teven

hadsex.That'sunlikeus,wehavesexeveryday.Hewaslayingonthecouchwatching

TV,Imademywaytohim.Ilaidontopofhim..

Me:Areyouokay?

Him:Yeah..Why?

Me:Nothing

Iloweredmyhandtohiscrotch..

Me:Iwasthinkingthatmaybewecanplayalittle

Helookedatme..

Him:IsleptwithQondisiwe

Me:Iknow

Him:Nonotonlywhenweweredating,shecamethisothertimeandyouwereatwork

Me:What?

Him:Wedidn'tuseacondom,shemightbepregnant

Igotoff..

Me:Uthini?(Whatareyousaying)

Him:Youdidn'tcatchfeelingsnowwiththiswholesituationdidyou?

Me:Youabastarddoyouknowthat?



Him:Aproudone

Hegotupandkissedmeonmycheek..

Him:Goodnight

Hewalkedupstairs,Iwentandtookmyphonefrom thetableandcalledQondisiwe..

___________

QONDISIWE

Iwastossingandturningonthebed,IwasbleedingprofuselyandinsomuchpainthatI

can'tevenexplain.Isatupstraightandthewholebedwasbloody,evenapadwouldn't

haveworkedhere.Iwasfeelinghot,anddizzytoo.Myphonerang,Igotitnexttome.It

wasSindi,Icanceledhercall.ActuallyIblockedhercalls.IcalledNtsika,hisphonetook

mestraighttovoicemail.IcalledKhabo,herphonewasalsoonvoicemail.Itossedmy

phoneawayandcontinuedtotakethepainin..

______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Thisoldmandidn'tgivemeanyherb.Hecutmealittleandthenputsomemedicineon

thecut,itwasburninglikecrazysomuchthatIstruggledtowalk..Thepainwasn't

differentfrom theaftereffectsofcircumcision..

Me:HowdidIgetyoutotalkmeintodoingthisagain?

Hechuckled..

Him:Uzobaright,don'tforgetyounotsupposedtobathtoday

Heopenedthedoorforme..Theoldmantoldmethatthisisgoingtobeapermanent

thing,mysexualhungerisgoingtobetwicewhatitwas.Islowlygotin..

Manzini:uright?

Me:HowdoIknowthatIwon'tgetanyinfection?

Heclosedthedoor..I'm alsonotsupposedtobesleepingwithawomanforatleast3

days..

____________



KHABONINA

Me:Ilikedthefirstvenue

Lungi:It'sbetterthantheothers

Icheckedmyphoneaswewalkedin...Ihadmissedcallsfrom Qondisiwe..

Me:Missedcallsfrom Qondisiwe,Iwonderifshe'saround

Him:Callher

Icalledherbutherphoneranganswered..

Me:I'llgoandcheckherinherbedroom

Lungitookmybag,IwalkedupstairstocheckonQondisiwe.WhenIopenedthedoor,I

waswelcomedbyagruesomescene.Shelookedpassedoutonthebed,inherown

poolofblood..

Me:Lungi!!!!!!!!!

.
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QONDISIWE

[AFEW DAYS]

IwasfeelingmuchbetterthattheDrdischargedmethismorning.Thebleedingwasn't

sosevereanymore,andthepainsweren'tterrible.TheDraskedwhyIdrankmedicine

thatcouldpossiblycauseabortionifIwasn'tsurewhetherIwaspregnantornot,he

saidthemedicineshedtheliningoftheuterusincaseimplantationwaspossible.Not

onlydiditdothat,butitalsocleanedeverythingoutfrom myfallopiantubes.Ihad

calledKhabotocomefetchmebutshewasmad,shewasmadthatIliedaboutusinga

condom whileIdidn't.TheyalsotestedmeforSTIs,andhiv.Thehivresultswillcome

afterafewdays.IendedupcallingNtsika,hetoldmehecan'tgetmebuthewasgoing

tosendsomeone.IwasamazedwhenManqobawalkedin.Helookedsodifferent,his

beardwaswelltrimmedsowashishair.Hewasalsowearingdifferentfrom how he

usedtowearbackinthevillage.Bluejeans,ablacknikeyt-shirt,andblacknikey

sneakers.Thewatchonhiswrist,itlookedexpensive..



Him:Qondisiwe?

Me:Manqoba?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Wait?AreyoudatingNtsika?

Me:Uhm sortof

Him:Ican'tbelievethis!

Me:Whatareyouonabout?What'sgoingon?

Heclosedhiseyes..

Him:Ntsikaismybrother,Ididn'tknowhewastalkingaboutyou

Me:Ntsikaisyourwhat?Thatcannotbetrue.YouaretherighthandboytotheZikhali

King

Him:It'salongstory

Me:Ihavetime

Him:Iwentthereundercoverformyfamily

Me:Manqobawhoareyou?

Him:Nowhoareyou?Youcheatedonmybrotherontopofthatyoufrom theZikhali

village,doyouknowthatmyfamilyandthatfamilyareswornenemies?

Nowisahadtoldmeeverything..

Me:Iknow

Him:Andyoustillwentaheadwiththis?

Me:Look..Nowisaistryingtobringpeacebetweenthetwofamilies

Him:Thatwillneverhappen,thehistorytheregoesdeep.Ifmyfamilyfindsoutabout

this..Youdead,youandNtsika

Me:Thatwon'thappenwhenNtsikaisKing,hewillbringaboutpeace

Him:Myfatherisasstrongasabull,youcan'tkeepthisuntilNtsikaisKing.Thatmight

takelong

Me:Wegoingtokeepthisbetweenus



Him:QondisiwecutyourlosesandleavemyBrotheralone!!

Me:Ican't!!Ilovehim!!

Him:Qondisiwe!!

Me:I'm notgivingup,evenifitmeanslayingdownmylife

Heshookhishead..

Him:Idon'twanttobeapartofthis

Me:Youalreadyare,ifyourfatherknowsaboutthishewillalsohaveyoukilledfor

knowing!Andrightnowdoyoureallywannabetrayyourbrotherlikethatandsnitch?Do

youwantyourBrother'sbloodonyourhands?Willyoubeabletolivewithyourself?

Him:IfyouloveNtsikayouwillleavehim

Me:Iwon't!!

Hesatdownonthebed..

Me:Whereishe?

Him:HeleftyesterdayformySister'sMemulo,I'm leavingtodayafterdroppingyouoff

Me:GoodI'm comingwith

Him:Noyounot,you'llbehandingyourselfinasilverplatter..Myfamilywouldwantto

knowwhereyoufrom?

Me:Wegoingtolie

Him:Youdon'tunderstanddoyou?Weroyalty!Theygoingtocallourtraditionalhealer

toscanyou

Me:Manqobawejusthavetogiveitatry

Him:I'vealwaysknownthatyounaïveandstupid,Ijustdidn'tknow thatyouwere

suicidalandyouwanttotakeusdownwithyou!

Me:Manqobaplease..

Helookedatme..

Him:Fine..Let'sgo



Me:Thankyou

_____________

NTSIKAYEZWE

IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorwhenIheardaknock..

Me:I'm coming

Iwalkedoutoftheensuitbathroom andwenttoopenthedoor,itwasoneoftheroyal

femaleservants..Shebowed..

Her:PrinceNtsika

Me:Goodmorning

Her:TheKingsentmetocheckifyouaredone?Hewantsyoutojoinhim forbreakfast

beforegoingtothefields

Shewaslookingdown,theynotallowedtolookmeintheeyewhentheytalkingtome.

Shewaswearingashortskirtmadeoutofbeads,shedidn'thavenothingcoveringher

upperbody.Herbreatswereabitsmallandpointy..

Me:Tellhim thatI'llbethere

Her:I'lltellhim that

ShewalkedawayandIlookather,theskirtwascoveringhalfofherbehind.Itooka

deepbreathandwalkedbackin,I'm goingtohavetotakeashoweragainbeforegoing

downstairs..

__________

LORRAINE

WhenIwasdonebathingIwenttotheclosettopickoutandoutfitfortheday.I

scannedthroughafewdresseswhenIheardaweirdsoundbehindme.Itwasasound

ofwaterdripping,thenIfeltthisheavypresencestandingbehindme.Thehairsatthe

backofmyneckstoodup.Islowlyturnedandtherewasnoonestandingbehindme,but

Isawwateronthefloor.Thiswasstrange..

_________

LUNGISA



TheweddingisnextweekTuesday,sincewewantaprivatethingwedecidedtodoit

nextweekTuesday.Noteveryoneisgoingtobeavailable..Nokuthulawalkedin,she

seemedupset..

Her:Lungiwhatthehell??

Ilookedather..

Me:Pleasecomein

Her:WhydidyousackSlo?

Me:Hecommittedacrime

Her:That'sbullshitandwebothknowit!

Iclosedthefile..

Me:Yourbestfriendcommittedacrime,there'snothingIcandoaboutit

Ilookedatthedoor..

Me:Please..I'm busy

Khabowalkedin..

Khabo:LoveI..

ShelookedatNokuthula,Igotupfrom mychair..

Khabo:Ididn'tknowyouhadcompany

KnowingKhabothiswholesituationmightjustturnsour..

Me:Shewasjustleaving

Iwalkeduptothem..

NokuthulalookedatKhabofrom headtotoe.

Iputmyarm aroundKhabo'sshoulders..

Noks:Fixthis!!Slohasbeennothingbutloyaltothiscompany

Khabo:Fixwhat?

Noks:Itdoesn'tconcernyou



Khabolookedatme..

Khabo:Isshetalkingtome?

Me:Justletitgo

IlookedatNokuthula..

Me:Pleaseleave

Shepointedatme...

Noks:Fixit!!

Shethenwalkedtothedoor..

Me:NicemeetingyouNokulunga

Shestoppedandlookedatus..

Her:It'sNokuthula

Khabo:OhwI'm sorry..Nokuthula

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedout,Khabolookedatme..

Me:Shecametofightherfriend'sbattle

Khabo:Ihopeso

____________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Iwentdowntojoinmyfatherforbreakfast,Theservantwasbusysortingeverythingout

onthetable..

Me:Goodmorningfather

Dad:Ntsika..Pleasesitdown

Ipulledachairandsatdown..

Shecametome..

Her:Coffee?



Me:I'llservemyself..Thankyou

Dad:ThankyouNombulelo,I'llcallyouwhenweneedsomethingelse

Shebowedandwalkedaway,Ilookedather..

Dad:Youcansleepwithanyservantyouwant

Ilookedathim..

Him:Solongitwillonlybeaboutsexandnothingmore

Hepouredhimselfjuice..

Him:I'vedoneitinmydays,theycanmakeyourbloodboil

Me:I'm notgoingtosleepwithher

Dad:Nombulelois20yearsoldandshe'sstillavirgin.It'llbeanhonourtoherandher

familyifhervirginitycanbetakenbyaPrince

Me:WellI..

Mom:Certainlynot!

Weturnedandlookedather..

Mom:Don'tteachmySonyourFilthyways

Myfathershruggedhisshoulders,Igotupandwenttoher..

Me:Mother

Shesmiledandputherhandsonmycheeks.

Me:YouwerealreadyasleepwhenIarrivedlastnight

Mom:Wasyourflightgood?

Me:Asalways

Mom:I'm happythatyouhere

Ikissedheronhercheek..

Me:Metoo



Her:Letmelookatyou

Shelookedatme..

Her:Johannesburgfoodisnotdoingyougood

Me:I'm gettingbyokay

Her:Youneedtogetawife,soshecancookforyou

Me:Icancookformyself

Dad:Youhavechefs

Me:Dad...

Mom:Theynotdoingagoodjob,beforeyouleaveyoumusttakeafewofmyrecipes

Me:I'lldoso

Mom:CaretotakeyourQueenoutforadrive?

Dad:Weweregoingtothefields

Mom:Youcandothattomorrow,it'sThursdaytoday

Me:Let'sgo

Sheputherhandundermyarm..

___________

QONDISIWE

KhabowasnotaroundwhenIarrivedhometopackafewthings,soIleftheranote.I

tookoffmynecklaceandputitundermypillow.IfIgowithit,theywillknowthatI'm a

Guardian.IhopethatmegoingtotheMkhizevillagewillbringNtsikabacktome,Ihope

it'sgoingtobeaworthytrip..

.
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QONDISIWE



Wewereontheroadforalmostthewholeday,Ididn'trealizeitwasthatfar.Imadea

dealwithNowisa,shesavesmysisterandI'llhelpherbringaboutpeacebetweenthis

twotribes.Icannotlosekhabo,she'stheonlyfamilythatIhaveleftnow.Iwentbackto

thecar,I'veusedsomehotelroom tochange.Tolookmorepresentable..

Manqoba:Youlookgood,mymothermightjustbeimpressed

Me:Thankyou

Wehittheroadagain..

Him:Youreallyaredoingthis?

Me:YesIam,Ican'tjustgiveuponhim

Henodded..

Him:Ihopeyourplanworks

Me:Metoo

__________

LUNGISA

Ibanathiwalkedin..

Him:Shouldn'tyoubeathome?

Me:I'm gettingeverythingdone,todayit'smylastday

Him:I'llholdtheropeswhileyouaway

Ibanathihasneverranthiscompanybefore,Ihopehewon'trunittotheground..

Him:Howaretheweddingplanscomingalong?

Me:Theycomingalongwell,Idon'tknowifQondisiweisstillgoingtobeabride'smaid

Him:Why?

Me:She'shavingissueswithKhabo

Him:Whathappened?

Me:Qondisiweaborted



Him:Qondisiwedidwhat?

Me:Ithoughtyouguysusedacondom

Him:Wedidn't

Hestartedgettingupset..

Him:DammitQondisiwe!!!

Me:Justletitgo

Him:I'm notgoingtoletthisgo,she'sgoingtopayforthis!!

Hemadehiswaytothedoorpunchingitonhiswayout..

___________

LORRAINE

Iwassleepingonthecouchandthisdrippingsoundofwaterwokemeup.Iopenedmy

eyesandlookedaround,Isawsomewomanstandingnotfarfrom me.Shewaswearing

atraditionalattire,shewasdrippingwetandhadabigpythonaroundher.Ilookedather

andshelookedexactlylikeQondisiwe,Ifreakedout..

Me:Whoareyou?Whatdoyouwantfrom me?

Sheputthesnakedown,anditcrawleduptome.ItriedtogetupbutIcouldn't,mylegs

wouldn'tmove.Theywerefrozen..

Me:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwantfrom me??

Thesnakegotundertheblanket,itcoileditselfaroundmylegsfirstmovinguptomy

upperbody.Itpressedverytight,breakingmybones.Thatwasthemostpainfulthing

thatIhadtoendure.Itcamefacetofacewithme,thenitopenedit'smouthverywide,

abouttoswallowmewhenIstartedscreaming........

Noks:Lorraine!!!(Shouting)

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaround,Nokswasstandingovermewithherarmsfolded.

IrealizedthatIhadbeendreaming..

Noks:YouneedtotalktoLungi!

Ilookedather..



Me:Whatdidhedonow?

Her:HefiredSloane

Me:Iheardhecommittedcrime

Her:That'snonsense!Slowouldn'tdothat

Igotupfrom thecouch,mywholebodywasaching..

Me:I'llseewhatIcando

Her:Thankyou

Iheldontothearm restofthechairasItriedtowalk..

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:Idon'tknow,mywholebodyisaching

Her:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ireallydon'tknow

____________

QONDISIWE

Wefinallyarrived and thisvillagelooked nothing likemine.Itwasbeautiful,and

sophisticated..

Me:Wow

Him:Welcomehome

WedroveinatthePalace..

Me:Youguysarereallyrich

Him:Yeah,somethinglikethat

Wegotoutofthecarandmademywaytothedoor..

Manqoba:Thisisit

Inodded..



Me:Thisisit

Heopenedthedoorandwewalkedin,afewservantswereatthekitchen.Immediately

whentheysawManqobatheystartedululatingandboweddownathisfeet,wepassed

them.Wemadeourwaytothelivingroom..

Me:Howmanyroomsdoyouguyshave?

Him:Alot

Hepointedupstairs..

Him:ThatisNtsika'sroom..Heistheonewhohastointroduceyoutomyparents,I'llgo

andlookforthem

Me:ThankyouManqoba,thankyousoomuch

Henoddedandwalkedaway,ImademywaytoNtsika'sroom..Iwasnervous,Ihaven't

seenhim inawhileIwonderhowheisgoingtorespondtomeaftereverythingthathas

happenedbetweenus.Itookadeepbreathandopenedthedoor,Imademywayinand

whatIsawissomethingthatIdidn'texpecttosee.Ntsikawasontopofsomegirl,they

werekissing.Hewasshirtless,onlyhadhisjeanson.Istoodthereandlookedatthem,

thegirlscreamedwhenshesawme.Ntsikalookedatme..

Him:Qondi?

Iwalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

___________

KHABONINA

Ireadthenoteagain,Idon'tknow what'swrongwithQondisiwe.She'sactinglikea

teenager,it'sliketheadolescentstagejustgottohernow.Iheardsomeoneringingthe

doorbell,Iwenttoopen.ItwasSindi.Itriedclosingthedooragainbutsheblockedit..

Her:Khaboplease

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:I'm heretotalktoyou

Me:Wehavenothingtotalkabout

Her:Pleasejustfor5minutes,that'sallI'm askingfor



Iletherinandclosedthedoor..

Me:Makeitquick!

.
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KHABONINA

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:Ibanathihasaplusoneforthewedding,Iwantedtoknowthattherewon'tbeany

problemswhenIshowup,ifyougoingtobeattackinginawhitedressImightjustsitit

out

Me:Youhavethenerveshowingupinmyhouseandspeakingsuchnonsense!

Her:Ijustwantedtoknow

Me:Getout!!!...GetoutandneversetyourfoothereeveragainorIwillcatchacase

beforemyweddingday!

Her:Kha...

Me:NgithePhuma!!!(Isaidgetout)

IpushedheroutandthenIclosedthedoor..

____________

QONDISIWE

IwasinthepresenceoftheKingandQueen.Theywerebothsittingontheirchairswith

theircouncilaround.Ntsikawasalsopresent

Me:I'm Qondisiwe,I'm from Johannesburg.Ihavetwosisters,I'm thelastborn.Idon't

knowmyfatherandmymotherpassedonnotsolongago

King:Seer

TheirMakhosiwalkeduptome..

Him:Yourhandplease



Iextendedmyhandtohim,heheldit.IwasnervousbutIneededtokeepmycool.IfI

show anysignsofbeingscaredtheywillknow thatsomethingiswrong.Ilookedat

Makhosiashelookedatmetoo,Isawhiseyeswidening.Iswallowed.Heletgoofmy

handandturnedtotheKingandQueen..

Seer:She'stellingthetruthaboutheridentityyourhighness

IsawtheQueensmiling,shestoodup..

Queen:Inthatcase,welcometotheMkhizepalaceQondisiwe.Nombulelo

Nombulelo:Hermajesty?

Queen:Please show Qondisiwe to the guestroom and make sure thatshe's

comfortable

Nombulelo:Yeshermajesty

IfollowedNombuleloassheledtheway.ThesamegirlthatNtsikawasabouttosleep

with.WhenwegottothecorridorIfeltahandbeingwrappedaroundmywaist,I

stopped.Heturnedmearound..

Ntsika:Bulipleasegiveussomespace

Buli:YesmyPrince

Shebowedalittleandthenwalkedaway..

Ntsika:Whyareyouhere?

Me:YouonceinvitedmetoyourSister'sMemulo,thisismehonouringmyinvitation

Him:Youshould'vetoldmethatyoucoming

Me:Wellitwasthespareofamomentthing,whenManqobacametofetchmehe

hintedthatheiscominghere,soIaskedtocomealong

Him:Ijustwishyoucould'vetoldme

Me:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutanything,eventhoughyouintroducedmeasyour

girlfriendbutI'm justheretohonourmyinvitationthat'sall

Voice:MyPrince

Itwastheseer..



Ntsika:Seer

Seer:I'vepreparedsomesleepingherbforMadam Qondisiwesoshecangetagood

nightsleep

Ntsika:I'llgiveyoutwosomespace

Seer:ThankyoumyPrince

Ntsikalookedatmeashewalkedaway,theSeerpulledmeintotheguestroom.He

closedthedoorandlookedatme..

Him:Qondisiwefrom theZikhalivillage,aGuardian

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Doyouknowthedangeryouhavejustputyourselfin?

Me:Whydidyoucoverupforme?

Him:Ididn'tdoitforyou,IdiditbecausemyGreatGrandFatherfoundfavourinyour

GrandmotherandMother

Me:Waitwhat?

Him:I'm thedescendentofthegreatMakhosithatoncelivedintheZikhalivillageand

wasbanishedaftershehelpedyourMotherwithyourbirth

Hebowedbeforeme..

Him:TheGreatIndoniyamanzi,it'sanhonourtobeinyourpresence

Me:TheKingcanneverfindoutaboutme

Him:Yoursecretissafewithme,Icouldn'ttellhim evenifIwantedtoo

Me:Whyisthat?

Him:Yourintentionsarepure,youtryingtobringpeacebetweenthetwotribesthatcan

onlyhappenwhenNtsikabecomesKing..Youluckytheydon'tknow how theQueen

Nowisalookslike

Me:Youknowher?

Him:Yes



Me:Imeannoharm

Him:Iknow

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Him:Yournecklace

Me:Ileftit

Him:That'sgood

Me:Thankyouagain

___________

LORRAINE

Ilookedatthepond,Somandlakaziwasn'tappearing..

Me:DammitSom,whereareyou?

Voice:Ngimubophile(Ihavetiedherup)

Iturnedandshewasstandingthere,withoutasnakethistimearound..

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:Ngiyiphuphoelibi(I'm yourworstnightmare)

Me:Whatdoyouwantfrom me?

Her:Angifunilutho(Idon'twantanything)

Shesteppedaside,thenIsawmyhusband..

Him:HelloLoraine

Ifellandhitthebasin,myvisiongotblurry..

____________

QONDISIWE

Iwasfrom bathing,IputonmysilkgownwhileImademywaytothebedroom.My

bleedingwasn'tthatbadanymore,Ihadatemponon..Iheardaknockonthedoor..



Me:Comein

Ntsikawalkedin..

Me:Youshouldn'tbehere,wegotseparateroomsforareason

Itookthebodylotionfrom mybed..

Him:Qondiwhatyousaw

Me:Itwasnoneofmybusiness

Itookoffthegownandstartedapplyingthebodylotiononmybody..

Him:CanIhelpyouwiththat?

Me:Whynot?

Hecameandtookthelotionfrom me..

Him:Ididn'tsleepwithher

Me:Youwereabouttoo

Hestartedwithmybreasts..

Me:Wenotinarelationshipsoyoucandowhateveryouwant,thoughIfeelsorryforthe

girl.She'sjustgoingtobeasexservanttoaprincethat'snotevengoingtomar-

Heplacedhisarm aroundmysmallwaistandpulledmetohim..

Him:Let'sgetonethingstraight..I'm goingtofuckyoutonight,tomorrownight,thenext

nightandthenextnight

Me:Iam notgoingtosleepwithanotherexofmine,Imadethatmistakebefore.Iwon't

doitagain

Hepickedmeupandthrewmeonthebed..

Me:I'm onmyperiodsNtsika

Him:That'sgood,youwon'tfallpregnant

Hepulledmylegandpulledmetotheedgeofthebed...

Me:SeriouslyNts-



Hetookoffhist-shirt,followedbyhisjeans.Hetookoffeverythinguntilhewasleftwith

hisCalvinKleinbriefs...[REMOVED]

.
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QONDISIWE

Iwaswokenupbythesunhittingmeonmyface,Irubbedmyeyesandroseupfrom

thepillow.Ntsikawasn'tsleepingnexttome..

Buli:Madam,I'm sorryforwakingyouup

Me:It'sokay

Shewalkedtothebathroom andcamebackwithatoiletpaper,sheusedittopickup

mytamponfrom thefloor...

Me:Youreallydidn'thavetodothat

Her:Iwillprepareyourbath

Me:ThankyouBulibutIcanpreparemyownbath

Shewalkedtothebathroom toflushmytampon,thenshewalkedbackin..

Her:Anythingelsethatyouwouldlikemetodoforyou?

Me:From hereonI'llbeattendingtotheprince

Shebowed..

Her:YesMadam

Shemadeherwayout.IslowlygotoutofbedIwasinpain.Lastnightwasepic,one

roundledtoanotherthenanother.Idon'tevenrememberwhenandhowIpassesout.



Iheardaknockatthedoor,it'sprobablyNtsika..Iwasoutofbedbynow..

Me:Comein

TomysurprisetheQueenwalkedin,Iquicklypulledtheduvetandcoveredmynaked

body.

Me:HerMajesty

Her:OhwIdidn'tseeanything

Ilookeddown,youdon'tlookatQueenrightintheeye..

Her:Howdidyousleep?

Me:Isleptgood,thankyou

Ibowedalittle..

Her:Icanseethat

Thatwasembarrassing...

Her:Pleasejoinmeforbreakfast

Me:I'llbehonoredyourmajesty

Her:Buliwillcomewhenyouaredone

Me:YesherMajesty

Shewalkedtothedoor..

Her:OhwandQondisiwe

Me:HerMajesty?

Her:Iheardthatyoudon'twantBulitoattendtotheprinceanymore?

Me:Imeantnodisrespect

Her:Youknowwhat?

Ilookedather..

Her:IthinkIlikeyouQondisiwe



Shesmiledatme,Ismiledbackather.Thenshewalkedout..

____________

KHABONINA

Someonewasbusyringingthedoorbellthatitwasirritating.Iwentdowntoopen,Iwas

sleepingpeacefullyandthispersonhasjustwokenmeupfrom agoodsleep.Ihopeit

wasnotSindiagainbecauseI'm goingtolosemycool..Iopenedthedooranditwas

Ibanathi..Hewalkedin..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Qondihadanabortion?

Me:Wheredidyougetthatfrom?

Him:Sowhywassheinhospital?

Me:Qondisiwedranksomethingthattriggeredherperiodsandmadeherbleedalot,she

waslosingalotofbloodthat'swhyshewasadmitted

Him:Idon'tbuythat!Whydrinksomethingtotriggeryourperiodsifyounotalready

pregnant?

Me:Whyam Ievenexplainingmyselftoyou?Pleaseleave

Him:Whereisshe?

Me:She'snothere,shewentdowntotheMkhizevillagewithherboyfriendforthe

weekend

Him:Sosheabortedtogoandfuckherboyfriend?

Me:Ibanathipleaseleave

Iopenedthedoorforhim..

Him:Tellherthatthisisnotover,I'm comingforher!

Me:I'llpassthemessagethankyou

HewalkedoutandIclosedthedoor..

____________



QONDISIWE

Iknockedfirstbeforemakingmywayin,Ididn'tgetaresponse.Iopenedthedoorand

walkedin,prayingthatIwon'tbewelcomedbyanothersceneidenticaltotheone

yesterday.Hewasn'tonhisbed,andhisbedwasnotmade.Musicwasplaying,butnot

tooloud..

"Kulelekunye,akwabekubilingabekuyavusana.WeMkhizewekhabazela,tshelamina

watatazela.Kulelekunye"

Me:Ntsika??

Heshowedupfrom thebathroom,heleaned atthedoorwaywithhisarmsfolded.He

lookedatmeandIlookedathim,Ionlybroketheeyecontactafterafewseconds..

Me:Goodmorning

Hesmiled..

Him:Goodmorningtoo

Istartedmakinghisbed..

Me:ItoldBulitostopattendingtoyou,I'lldothatforyou.Ihopeyoudon'tmind

Hewalkeduptomeandstoodbehindme,heranhishandonmybuttandbentmy

kneesabit..Hewhisperednexttomyear..

Him:Idon'tmind

Iblushedalittle..

Me:Ishouldgetdonewiththis,I'm havingbreakfastwithyourMother

HeturnedmearoundsothatIcouldfacehim

Him:Sowehavewhat?5minutesmaMkhize?

Me:MaMkhize?

Him:Idon'tknowmymotherisprobablygoingtosuggestmarriage

HepushedmebackandIfellonthebed.Hemovedmylongtraditionaldresswayhigh

uptomychest.Hegotontopofmeandlookedatme..

Him:NgiyakthandantokaziyakwaLanga(Iloveyou)



Me:NamiNgiyakthandankosanayakwaMkhize(Iloveyoutoo)

Hekissedme..

___________

LORRAINE

Thedooropenedandsomeonewalkedin..

Voice:Lorraine?

IlookedupanditwasNokuthula..

Her:Areyouokay?

Ilookedaround..

Me:Pleasetellhim tostop

Her:Tellwhotostop?Whatisgoingon?

Me:Heishere,he..Hetormentedmethewholenight..Pleasemakehim goaway

Shehelpedmetogetup..

Her:Ohhmywordyoucoldandshaking,Lorraineyouscaringme

Me:Justmakehim goaway..Tellhim tostop

Shelookedaround..

Her:Whatisgoingonhere?Lorrainewhathaveyougottenyourselfinto???

______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

IwasnowhavingbreakfastdownstairswithmyFatherandManqoba..

Dad:ThisQondisiwegirl,howwelldoyouknowher?

Me:Allthatshesaidlastnightwastrue

Heshookhishead..

Him:I'm goingtohavesomeonelookintoher



Manqoba:Why?TheSeeralreadyconfirmedthatshewastellinghertruth

Me:Nosomethingthere'ssomethingaboutherthatjustdoesn'tgivemepeace

Me:Sheisagoodgirlpops

Manqoba:Shedoesseem likeagoodgirl

Dad:That'sthething,she'swaytooperfectformyliking

Me:WouldyouratherIcamewithagirlfrom Johannesburgthatisdisrespectfullike

Mbongeni'sfiancé?

Dad:Ididnotsaythat

Me:Soletitgo,Qondisiweisagoodgirl

Dad:SpeakingofMbongeniwhereishe?

Manqoba:Hesaidtheywillarrivethismorning

Dadlookedatthetime..

Dad:AndManzini?

Manqoba:Alsohim..He'sonhiswaywithhiswife

Me:Relax,theywillbehere

____________

QONDISIWE

Ittookmelikeforevertositdown,Iwasinpainanditwasburning..Ishouldn'thave

urinated..

Queen:Roughnight?

Me:I'm onmyperiodssoperiodpainstroubleme

Her:IseeI'lltellBulitogiveyousomebathingsalt,ithelpswithperiodsifyouknow

whatImean

Ilookeddownallshamed,aconversationIcan'thavewiththiswomanaboutherson..

Me:Thankyouforthebreakfastinvitationhermajesty



Her:Thankyouforjoiningme

(Silence)

Her:Forhowlonghaveyoubeendatingmyson?

Me:Ithasn'tbeenthatlong

Her:Youknowbetweenyouandme,IthoughtthatNtsikawasgoingtobringmeoneof

thoseJohannesburggirls.Ineverthoughtthathewouldbringsomeonelikeyou

Me:Someonelikeme?

Her:Youaredifferent.BylookingatyouIcanseethatyouknowalotaboutcultureand

tradition,notonlythatbutyouvaluethem.Therewayyoupresentyourself,it'sbeena

whilesinceIhadadaughterinlawwhoshowedmethatkindofrespect.Youhaveall

thequalitiestomakeagoodQueenoneday,thismightbetoosoonbutIthinkIlikeyou.

IlikeyoualotandI'm happythatmySonfoundyou.Girlslikeyouareadyingbreed

Me:WowI..Neverthoughtthatmymotherinlawwouldoncesaythosewordstome.

Don'tgetmewrongIknowMotherinlawstobeabitscaryanddifficult

Her:Ihavenoreasontohateyouortreatyoubad.Ihavenoreasontothinkthatyounot

goodenoughformyson,unlessIwannamarryhim

Ilaughed..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Iwouldlikeyoutostaywithusforawhile

Me:Iwouldlikethattoobutunfortunatelymysisterisgettingmarriednextweek

TuesdayandIhaveschool

Her:That'ssad

Me:Icancomebacknextweekend

Her:I'm notsadthatyouleaving,I'm sadIwasn'tinvitedtothewedding

Me:Youwouldcome?

Her:Whywouldn'tI?Iloveweddings

Me:I'm notsureifwehaveinvitationsleftbutyoucancome



Her:I'llbehonoured

Me:Ithinkwetheoneswhowouldbehonoured

Weheardavoicescreaming"Mother"

TheQueenrolledhereyes.Somewomanshowedup,shewaswearingaJean,heelsand

acroptop..Ilikedherweaveitwasverylong..

Her:Theresheis

Shehuggedthequeenandkissedher..

Queen:Lindiwesoniceofyoutocome

Shepulledachairandsatdown..Shesatonherweavethat'showlongitwas..

Her:YouhappythatI'm hereright?

TheQueensmiled..

Queen:Whywouldn'tIbe?

Herbigdiamondringgottome..

Queen:LindiwemeetQondisiwe,sheisNtsika'sgirlfriend.QondisiwemeetLindiwe,she

isMbongeni'sfiancé

Shelookedatme..

Her:Wowyoudifferentfrom allthegirlshehasbeenwith,Zikhonaisgoingtoloveyou

Me:Zikhona?

Queen:Manzini'swife

Lindiwe:She'sjustlikeyouwithallthetraditionaldressesanddoek

TheQueengotup..

Queen:Excuseme

Shewalkedaway..

Lindiwe:Whereisthechampagne??

Shesnappedherfingers..



Lindiwe:Heyyouservantgirl

Buliwalkedcloser..

Lindiwe:AbottleofChampagneandorangejuiceplease

Bulibowedandwalkedout..

Lindiwe:GirlcanIpleasestyleyou

Me:Ilikemystyle

Lindiwe:Waytooyoungforsuchclothes,Ntsikamightjustleaveyou.Youlooktwice

yourage

Me:Ohhh

TheKingwalkedin..

Lindiwe:DaddyDearest

Lindiwegotupfrom herchairandwenttohim..

Him:YourSonhasbeenabusingmefinancially

King:Inwhatway?

Her:Hedoesn'twantmetobuymeaRangerover

King:HeboughtyouaG63

Her:SeeafriendofminehasaRangeRover,IneedtotopthatIneedtobeabovemy

friendsI'vehadtheG63for2yearsnow.IneedtoshowherthatIcandriveanycarthat

shedrives

King:Qondisiwewhatkindofcardoyoudrive?

Me:Idon'tdrive

King:Youhaveachauffeur

Me:Itaketaxis

Lindiwe:AnUberright?

Me:Notaxis..Normaltaxis



ShelookedattheKing..

Her:IneverknewNtsikawasstingy

King:Excuseme

Hewalkedout,Lindiwesatdown..

Her:Howmuchallowancedoyougetamonth?

Me:IgetR3000from myBrotherinlaw

Her:Tobuywhatexactly?

Me:Howmuchdoyougetamonth?

Her:R500000

Me:Excuseme50what?Doyouwork?

Her:No..Iam anInstagram influencer.Ilivemylifeandpeoplejustadmireanddiein

peace..Trustmeit'sajobonit'sown

Me:Isee

Her:Whereisthatdamnchampagne??

ObviouslyI'vebeensurviving,peopleoutthereareliving..

.
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IBANATHI

NokscalledmeandtoldmethatsomethingiswrongwithmyMother,Idrovedownto

herhouseandcalledLungisaontheway..WhenIarrivedthereshewaslayingonthe

couch,shewasn'trespondingtoanything.Shewasinshock,asiflikeshehasseena

ghostorsomethingthatfrightenedhertoapointwhereshewentintoshock..

Me:Forhowlonghasshebeenlikethis?

Noks:ThismorningIfoundherintheotherroom,shewasshaken

Me:She'sbeenlikethisthewholeday?



Noks:Yes..Itriedeverythingbut,Ithoughtshewasgoingtosnapoutofitbut..

Icrouchednexttothecouchandheldherhand...

Me:Ma,it'sme

Iputmyotherhandonherforehead..

Me:Lolo?

Shewasjustlaidtherestarringinonedirection.Shewouldjustblinkafewtimes..

Lungiwalkedin,hewasalone.It'sgoodthathewasalone,don'tneedthedrama

betweenNoksandKhabo..

Lungi:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow

Lungicrouchednexttome..

Lungi:Ma??

Shestilldidn'trespond..

Lungi:It'smeMa,Ibaisalsohere

Stillnothing...

Noks:IbaIneedtoshowyousomething

Igotup..

Lungi:I'llcalltheDr

Shetookmetosomeroom,Itriedswitchingonthelightbutthebulbdidn'tbudge.I

walkedinandlookedaround..

Noks:YourMotherisdoingsomeseriousVoodoo

Me:Wehavetogetridofeverything,probablyburneverything

Her:Isthatwise?ImeanthisisseriousVoodoo

Me:Idon'tcarewhatitis,we'llhavesomeonecomecleanthisupfirstthingtomorrow

morning



Her:Okaythenbutifyougetcurseddon'tsayIdidn'twarnyou,youcan'tjustthrow

awayeverythinglikethat

Ilookedather..

Me:Iwill

___________

QONDISIWE

IenjoysexwithNtsika,orI'veenjoyedsexwithNtsikabutthiswastoomuchnow.Iwas

tired,verymuchinpainandhejustwantedmoreandmore.Idon'tknow how many

timeswehavebeensneakingupstairsintotheGuestroom thatwasallocatedtome,I

thinkpeoplewerestartingtonoticenow thatsomethingwasup.Iwasdeadtired,I

neededtorest..Iwassittingonthebathroom counter,nexttothebasin.Thefirstfew

minutesitwasnice,butnowitwasstartingtobepainful.VerypainfulandIcouldn'twait

forhim tocome,buthewastakingabitlonger.Thisisjustcrazy,noonecanhavesuch

anappetiteit'stoomuch.Ihadmyhandsonhiswaist,shitwasgettinguncomfortableI

pushedhim backabit...

Me:Ntsikauyang'limaza(Youhurtingme)

Him:Ngiyaqeda(I'llbedone)

That'swhathesaidabout5minago..

Hetrytocalm medownwithakissbutIwasn'thavingit,Ijustwantedhim tofinish.

Itriedtopushhim backagainbutheheldbothmyhands..

Me:Ang'safuni(Idon'twantanymore)

Him:Isthatwhatyoutoldhim too?Ungang'jwayelikabiQondi

OhhsothisisabouttheIbanathisituation,Ithoughtwewereoverthat..Hewentonuntil

hefinallycame,hedidn'tpulloutthoughhestayedinsideofmeforawhile..Hepulled

outandpickedupmyunderwearfrom thefloor,hehandedittome..

Him:Youcanputiton

Me:Ihavetobathfirst

Him:Noyounotbathing



Hestartedtodressup..

Me:Ican'tgodownstairsinthepresenceofallthosewomenwithspermsonmy

underwear

Him:That'sexactlywhatyougoingtodo

Igotdown..Hegavemeaseriouslook..

Him:Putonyourunderwearandthengodownstairs,I'm surethey'velongbeenwaiting

foryou

Iputitonandthenlookedathim..

Me:Isthatyourplan?Toembarrassmeinfrontofyourwholefamily?

Ifixedmydress..

Him:Howam Iembarrassingyou?

Me:Tohavesexwithmesomuchthateveryoneisgoingtonotice?

Him:No...

Kissedmeonthecheek..

Him:Don'toverworkyourself,westillhavemorebusinesstotakecareoflatertonight

Me:No..

Him:No??

Me:I'm notgoingtosleepwithyoulateron,noteventomorrownight,noteventhenext

night!!IsleptwithIbanathiIdidn'tdoitonpurpose,Ididn'tcheatonyou.Weweretaking

abreak!Ifitbothersyouregothatmuch,dealwithitandleavemeoutofit!!

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway,Ididn'tevenreachthedoorwhenIfelthim grabbing

mebymyhairandpullingmeback..Ifelthislipsnexttomyear..

Him:Youwillnevertalktomelikethateveragain..Doyouhearme?

Ididn'trespond..

Him:Isaiddidyouhearme??

Hisvoicewasfirm thistimearound..



Me:Ihearyou

Him:Good

Heletgoandthenwalkedtothedoor,hetookoutthekeyandwalkedoutclosingthe

door.Helockedmeinside..

Me:Ntsikano!!!

_________

IBANATHI

TheDrsuggestedthatmyMotherneedstobeputonlockdownimmediately.Shewas

indeedinshock,LungiandIfollowedtheambulance.Lungiwasdriving..Itookmy

phoneandcalledQondisiwe,itranguntilIcanceledthecall.Icalledagain,Ntsikawas

theonewhoanswered..

Ntsika:MfanakaBiyela

Me:WhereisQondisiwe?

Him:uQondisiweisabitbusyrightnow

Me:Whyareyouansweringherphone?

Him:Ithoughtmystatementansweredthat

Me:WherethefuckisQondisiwe?

Him:I'm goingtohangupnow,don'tevercallmhgirlfriendagain

Me:Meandthatslutwehaveunfinishedbusiness!!

Him:Ohwandaboutthat...Thatwasthelasttimeyoufuckedher!!

Me:Shetoldyou?

Him:Ididn'tevenhavetobeatthetruthoutofhernorthreatentothrow heroffthe

balcony,Ijusthadtofuckthetruthoutofher.Thatwasit,sheconfessedeverything

Myheartbeatstartedtoincrease...

Him:Stayawayfrom mygirlfriend,Idon'twannasayitagain

Hehungup.Ipunchedthedashboard..



Me:Fuck!!!!

Lungi:Hey!!Easy...

Me:IswearwhenIgettoQondisiwe..

Lungi:Thisobsessionyouhavewiththisgirlyouneedtoletitgo,Idon'twannabe

gettingyoualawyerforamurdercase!

Me:Sheisfuckingsomeoneelserightaftersheabortedmybaby

Lungi:Sowhat?It'sherlife

Me:Sowhoringislifenow?

Him:Qondisiweisnotyourresponsibilityanymore,ifshewantstofucksomeoneelse

shecanit'sherlife!Ithasnothingtodowithyou!

Iam notgoingtoletthisgo..

____________

QONDISIWE

IwipedmytearswhenNowisaappeared..

Me:I'm notinthemood

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Youneedtogo,Ntsikamightcomeinanyminute

Her:He'sdownstairs

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:"He'sdownstairs"I'm sorrywhoareyou?

Shesmiledalittle..

Her:QondisiweIwenttoschool,beforeIleftwithmyhusbandIhadattendedschool.

Myvillageisbetterthanyours,that'swhytheNgwaneswanteditsobad

Isighed..

Her:Khaboissafe



Me:WhatdidyoudotoLorraine?

Her:Nothing..Ijustlethersinsgettoher

Me:TheQueenwantstoattendKhabo'swedding

Her:No..Shecan't

Ilookedather..

Her:Ibanathiisgoingtobethere

Me:So?Youcantamehim orsomething

Her:NoIcannot..Ican'ttouchIbanathianymore

Me:Why?

Her:Ihadtoremovethatnailfrom hisfather'shandsohecangoafterLorraine,hewill

beprotectinghissonfrom hereon

Me:Hescaresyou?

Her:Ican'tprotectKhabo,thenfightoffIbanathi'sfatheratthesametimeandIcan't

reallyfighthim whateverIdoheisheretostayuntilhegetshisrevenge

Me:Thisismessed

Her:YoujustneedtofindawaytouninvitetheQueen

Me:Itdoesn'tmatteranymore,NtsikaandIwehavingproblems

Her:Heisjustmadthatyousleptwithsomeoneelse,hewillcomearound

Me:He'sfuckingmeoutifmymindNowisa!

Her:Wellit'llbeoversoon,Ipromise

Isatdownandshesatnexttome..

Her:Wemakeagoodteam wouldn'tyousay?

Me:Well..

Sheputherarm aroundmyshoulder..

Her:Comeonsayit..Iknowyouwant



Webothlaughed..

Me:Yeahwhatever

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Ididn'tattendtheactualceremony.Iwasbusyhelpingaround,Ifeltsobadfornot

helpingyesterday.Lindiwedidn'tgotoo,shehungarounddrinkingherchampagneand

eating.Ntsika'sParentsaregoodpeopletoacceptsomeonesodifferentandaccepther

forwhosheis,forroyaltytheybrave..

LateronIdecidedtogototheguestroom andrelax,Iwasdeadtiredandmyfeetwere

killingme..

Ntsikawalkedin,heclosedthedoor..

Him:Heardyouwerebusytoday

Me:Iwasandmyfeetarekillingme

Hesatonthebedandstartedmassagingmyfeet..

Him:I'm proudofyou

Me:Dideverythinggowell?

Him:Yeseverythingwentwell..Wewillbeleavingtomorrowmorning,youneedtohelp

yoursisterwithherweddingandcatchuponyourschoolwork..Howisschoolgoing?

Me:It'snotbadanymore

Him:That'sgood

Icheckedmyphone,Ihadalotofmissedcallsandtextmessagesfrom Ibanathi..

Me:Ineedtochangemynumber

Him:Why?

Me:Ibanathiisatit



Him:Thatboyisobsessedwithyou,youneedtowatchoutanobsessioncanbedeadly

Me:HedarestouchmeagainI'm goingtohavehim arrested

Him:Hedarestouchyouagain,I'm goingtokillhim

Hegotonthebedandlaidbehindme..

Me:Ntsika

Him:Yes?

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo..Getsomerest

__________

KHABONINA

IwalkeddownstairstoNoksandLungiplayingahappyfamily.Hehadhishandonher

tummy,thiswasdisgusting..

LungistoodupasImademywaydown..

Noks:Hereitgoes

Me:Ithoughtshewasgone

Lungi:She'slookingforanapartmenttorest

Me:WhathappenedtoLorraine'shouse?

Lungi:There'salotthat'sgoingonthere

Noksgotupfrom thecouchwiththehelpofLungi..

Noks:I'm notgoinganywhere,Ican'tstayaloneinthisstate

Me:Younotsickyoupregnant

ShelookedatLungi..

Lungi:Ithinksheshouldstaywithus,justuntilshegivesbirth

Me:I'llbedamned!!



Noks:Ithinkwehavesortedthisout

ShelookedatLungi..

Noks:Weshouldgo

Me:Wheretoo?

Lungi:Shewantstogooutforadrive

NoksbalancedherselfwithLungi'sarm..

Me:Weshouldbefinalizingafewthingswithregardstothewedding

Lungi:Thoughtyouhadthatcovered

Noks:Ithinkthebabyiswayimportantfornow

Me:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou

Noks:Iwastalkingtoyou..Thisishisfirstchild,lethim bethereforhischild..Iknow

thatyouhadproblemsinyourlife,yourbabydaddiesweren'tthereevenatthefuneral

Me:Don'ttalkaboutthingsyoudon'tknow!!

IlookedatLungi..

Me:Youtoldher?

Her:HisMom toldme

Ilookedatthem..

Me:MaybedogetaDNAtestwhileyouatit

Lungi:What?

Me:Ohwshe'syoursister

Nokslaughed..

Noks:Yourjealousyisonanotherlevel

Lungi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:NoksisyourSister,ya'llhavethesamefather..Youjustknockedupyoursister



IlookedatNoks..

Me:Can'tspeakanymore?

Lungi:Iknowyoudon'tlikeNoksbuttostartsuchanaccusation?

Me:AskIba,heshallconfirm!!

Ileftthem thereandmademywayupstairs..

__________

IBANATHI

Ireceivedacallfrom Lungi..

Me:Bro?

Him:Khabosaidsomethingtome

Me:Somethinglikewhat?

Him:ShesaysNoksismySister,shesaidyouknows

Me:Iwasgoingtotellyouafteryouthewedding

Him:What'sgoingon?Whywasn'tItoldaboutthis?

Me:Yeahit'sshitBro

Him:Mom wouldnev-

Me:Mom madeyouengageyoursister,Mom wasgoingtomarryyouofftoyourSister.

Mom didthesethingsbecauseshe'sselfish

Lungi:Thiscannotbetrue

Me:DoaDNAtestwithNoks,itshallconfirm

Him:SoDadisnotmyDad?

Me:No..

Him:Nowitallmakessensewhyhehatedme,soI'm notaBiyela

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..



Me:YoumyBrotherandthat'sthat

Lungi:Thankyoufortellingme!

Me:Lungi

Hehungup...

___________

QONDISIWE

IwaswokenupbyBuli,shetoldmethatthewholefamilywashavingdinnerdownstairs

andthatIwastheonlyonemissing.Igotupandbathe,Iwasstilldeadtired.Ijust

wantedtosleepandnothingmore..WhenIwasdonepreparingmyself,Imademyway

downstairs.Indeed everyone was gathered around the dining table,including the

Princess..IgreetedeveryonestartedwiththeKing,thenIwentandsatnexttoNtsika.

Heputanapkinonmythighs...

Me:Thankyou

Queen:Busi,thisisQondisiwe.Ntsika'sgirlfriend.QondisiwethisismyBusisiwe,the

Princess

Me:It'snicetomeetyou

Her:Youbeautiful

Me:Thankyou..Youbeautifultoo

Her:Thankyou

Queen:Thisisnice,Idon'trememberthelasttimeweallhaddinnertogetherasafamily

TheKingwaslookingatme..

King:Manqoba

Manqobalookedathim..

King:DidyoubringanypictureofNowisa

Ifroze,Manqobalookedatme.ThenhelookedattheKing..

Manqoba:Theyonlyhaveonepictureandtheyguardit



Queen:Whydoyouwantherpictureallofasudden?

King:She'sfamilyitwouldbegoodknowinghowourtraitorlookedlike

Queen:Wehavingagoodtime,pleasedon'truinit

King:Qondisiwedoyouknowaboutourhistory?

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Ntsikatoldme

Ntsikalookedatme..

King:OurGreatancestorbetrayedus

Queen:Notatthedinnertable

King:Idon'ttakekindlytotreason

Me:Iwouldn'tcommittreason

King:Iexpectyounottoo..Ifwegoingtoconsideryouasfamilyknow thatwehave

swornenemiestheNgwanetribe

Inodded..

Lindiwe:Iwouldliketomeettheothertribe

Everyonelookedather..

Lindiwe:Justtoseeiftheyinourleague

King:Theynotexceptfortheirmagicalriver

Lindiwe:River?

King:TheysacrificedourAncestor,buriedherunderthatriversoitcangivelifetotheir

land

Lindiwe:Wow..That'ssomeseriousshit

Queen:Language

ManqobaandIkeptonlookingateachother..

King:Iwilldieoneday,NtsikaIwantyoutokeepthison



Ntsika:Ofcourse

Ilookedathim..

Ntsika:Thetraditionwillgoon,TheZikhalivillagewillneverbeourfriendsnoralliances

Iwillalsomakesureofthat

King:Nowwecaneat

Iglanceddownatmyplate,thisisgoingtobeharderthanIthought.WhenIraisedmy

headup,Nowisawasstandinginthemiddleoftheroom.ShelookedattheKing..

Nowisa:Youhavenoideawhathappened,youinheritedhatethatyouknow nothing

about!!!!(Shouting)

Sheliterallyflippedthedinnertable,afewofusscreamed..

Manqoba:Whatthehell?

___________

KHABONINA

Nokswassittingonthecouchcrying..

Me:WhereisLungi?

Sheignoredme..

Me:Okay

Iwalkedaway..

Noks:Whywouldyoudothat?

Me:Dowhat?Tellhim thetruth?

Noks:Youdiditforyourownselfishness,youcouldn'tcomeatmefairly

Ilookedather..

Me:Younotcryingbecauseyouhurt,youcryingbecausethetruthcameout.Youknew!

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Youknewaboutthisandyouwentaheadwithit,whatkindofadevilareyou?You

sickening!!!



Itriedtowalkawaybutsheheldmyarm..

Me:Don'ttouchme

Her:Youdon'tunderstand

Me:Isaiddon'ttouchme!!!

Ipushedherandshefell,herheadhitthetablebeforeshefell.IswearIcouldhear

somethingcracking..

Me:Noks???

Istoodthereandlookedather..

Me:Noks?

Iwentdowntotouchher,Isawbloodcomingoutfrom thebackofherneck

Me:Shit!!!!!

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Ntsikaunlockedthedoorafteralongtime,Iwasstillsittingonthefloor.Atleast

Nowisakeptmecompany,Iwasn'ttotallyboredwithmythoughtsonly..Hestoodatthe

doorandglanceddownatme..

Him:I'vebroughtyousomethingtoeat

Igotupandwalkedtothedoor,heblockedmyway.Ilookedathim,hemovedandI

walkedout..

Him:Nodivatendenciesanymore?

Iignoredhim..Thetraywasonthebed..

Hegentlygrabbedmyarm andturnedmesothatIcouldlookathim..

Him:Ngiyaxolisa(I'm sorry)

Me:Whereyougoingtohitme?



Him:What?I'dneverraisemyhandonyou

Me:Yougrabbedmyhair

Him:Youweretalkingtomeasiflikeyouweretalkingtothatboy!Ijustleftyoufora

whiletocalm down

Ilookeddown,heputhishandonmychin...Him:Iwillneverhityou,thatwasascare

tacticyoucan'ttalktomeasiflikeyoutalkingtooneofyourfriends..Ineededto

remindyouthatIstillwearthepantsinthisrelationship

Ilookedathim..

Me:Relationship?

Him:Ididn'tfuckyoutopassyouonlikeyousomeloosewoman,thiswasnotforfun

Me:Soyoustillwannabeinarelationshipwithme?

Him:Solongyoustayawayfrom thatboythenwegood

Me:I'vealreadyburiedhim

Hesmiledandkissedme..

Him:I'lllayoffonyourcookieforawhile

Me:Please..Idon'tthinkIlikesexanymore,I'vehadtoomuchofitnow

Hechuckled..

Me:What?

Him:Ijusthopeyouwon'ttheonesneakinginmyroom tomorrow

Me:Thatwon'thappen

Heheldmyhandandledmetothebed..

Him:SomyDadgavemeamouthfulaboutyounothavingacar,Ididn'tthinkyou

wantedacar

Me:Idon'twantacar...It'sLindiwe

Him:Ohwyathatone,butifyoudowantonedon'tbescaredtoask

Me:Ilikeusingtaxis,Ilikemysimplelife



Him:Youdon'tevenwantachauffeur?

Me:NoI'm okay,Ilikehowthingsarebetweenusnomoneyinvolved

Him:I'm justsayingifyoudoneedfinancialassistanceatsomepointdon'tbescaredto

ask

Me:I'llkeepthatinmind

Istartedeating..

Him:Areyousure?Notevenacarthat'satleastR300000?

Me:I'm sure

Him:Okay

Me:ItgetstoyouthatIdon'twantyoutodothingsforme?

Him:Too much..Imean itwould besomehow ifyou go outshopping and see

somethingthatyoulikebutcan'tbuyitbecauseyoudon'thaveenoughmoney

Me:I'm fineNtsika

Him:I'lltakeyourwordforit

Me:OhhmywordIshouldbedownstairshelping

Him:Mom toldthem thatyounotfeelingwell

Me:YourMom..She'saverylovelywoman

Him:Toomuch..She'snotaQueenthatsitsalldayandgiveoutinstructions.Shegoes

tothehospitalandhelpbaththecriticallyill,helpchangebeds,feedthem,takethem out

forawalk.Shealsogoesandhelpwiththecookingattheoprhanage

Me:Wow..Iwishtobehalfofthewomanthatsheis

Him:Youcan

Me:Ihopeso

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Him:I'llgetthat

Hewenttoopen..



Ntsika:Ma??

Myheartstoppedbeating..

Her:IsQondisiwearound?

Ntsika:Yespleasecomein

ShemadeherwayinthenshelookedatNtsika..

Ntsika:I'llgoand..Uhm..I'lljustleaveyoutwo

Hewalkedoutandsheclosedthedoor..

Sheturnedtome..

Her:ThesaltIpromisedyou

Me:Thankyou

Her:It'ssodisappointingtomethatyouandNtsikacametovisitmyhousejusttohave

sex

Istartedcoughing..

Her:Imeanyouhaven'tevenmetthePrincess

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,shecameandputthesaltonthebed..

Her:Ihopetomorrowyouwillbefeelingabitbetter,Iwantyoutoattendtheceremony

Me:Iwill..Thankyouverymuch

Her:I'llleaveyoutorest

Me:Thankyouhermajesty

Her:ThankyouMa..

Me:ThankyouMa

Her:GoodnightSisi

Me:Goodnight

Her:Andstoplettinghim inyourbedroom



Me:I'm goingtolock

Her:Ihopeso

Shewalkedout..

_____________

SINDISIWE

Ibanathimadehiswayin,Iwassoworriedabouthim..

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen?Iwasworriedaboutyou

Him:Hadanemergencytoattendtoo,mymom gotadmitted

Me:I'm sorrytohearthat,Ihopesherecovers..Whathappened?

Him:Idon'twannatalkaboutthatfornow,I'drathernottalkaboutit

Me:Iunderstand..I'm sorry

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Ijustwannafuckyou,probablyforthewholenightareyoudownwiththat?

Me:I'm downwiththat

Hepointedatthestaircase..

Him:AfteryouMaLady

Hefollowedmeupstairs...

____________

THEQUEEN

Me:ThankyouBuli

Peoplewerejustgoingupanddowntryingtopreparefortomorrow.Thegirlswere

outsidesinginganddancingnexttothefire,tomorrow isgoingtobeabeautiful

ceremony.Ican'twait..Itooktheteatomyhusband,hewasinhisstudy..Thedoorwas

open,Imademywayinandputthetrayonthetable..

Me:What'sonyourmind?



Imademywaytohim,hepulledthechairabitandmademesitonhislap..

Me:What'swrong?

Him:DoyoutrustthisQondisiwe?

Me:Ido..She'saverynicegirl,agirlthatIwantedNtsikatobringhome

Heshookhishead..

Me:What'sonyourmind?

Him:She'sjusttooperfect.Therewayshecarriesherself,howshedresses.Shesmells

royaltytome,she'srespectfulasiflikeshehaslivedwithroyaltybefore

Me:MaybeNtsikatoldherhowtohandleherself

Him:Noshewasn'ttaught,it'sinherblood

Me:Thatgirlisanythingbutroyalty,shewouldn'tlietous

Him:Herbeautyit's..Idon'tknow somethingthere'sjustsomethingaboutherthat

doesn'tgivemepeace

Me:Sheisindeedbeautiful,thisiswhyNtsikamustkeepher.She'llmakeagoodQueen

oneday

Him:Shedidn'tgrowupinthecitythatone,that'swhyI'm goingtohaveherinvestigated

Me:Youwannastartitwithyourson?Suchgirlsexistandshemakeshim happy.Can't

weconsiderourselvesfortunateandleaveitatthat?

Hestillshookhishead..

Him:Somethingisnotright

__________

KHABONINA

Iopenedthedoor,itwasNokuthula.Shehadonabagwithher,aluggagebag..

Me:CanIhelpyou?

Shepushedmeoutofthewayandwalkedin.Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?



Her:I'm movingin

Me:Noyounot

Her:YesIam

Me:Younotmovingin

Her:ThelasttimeIrememberthiswasLungi'shouse.Hewon'tletthemotherofhis

childtobehomeless

Sheputherhandonhertummy..

Me:Wena?Youhomeless?

Her:Whereishebytheway?

Me:Youcan'tstayhere,youneedtoleave"Bytheway"

Her:I'm notgoingtosayanythingtoyouanymore,thisisnotyourhouse

Me:Listenheremaybetheyletyoudisrespectthem but..Iwon'tletyoudisrespectme

Her:Whatyougoingtodo?Hitapregnantwoman?

Ilookedather...

Her:Ididn'tthinkso

Lungiwalkedin..

Lungi:What'sgoingon?

Me:Fixit!!OrIwill

Iwalkedaway...

.
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KHABONINA

Nooneisgoingtoseethisasanaccident.ItwouldbeprettyobviousthatIattackedmy

fiancé'sbabyMamabecauseofJealousy.



Ihadtothink,andIhadtothinkfastbeforeLungicomesbackorelsemylifeisover.I

rushedtothekitchenandtookacleanwrapplastic,youknowtheonethattheyusually

usetocovermeatinatray.Ikneltdownandcoveredherfacewithit,toprobablystop

thebleeding.Iusedalotofit,Icoveredherfacewithhereyeshalfopen.Itwaspretty

clearthatshewasnomore.WhenIwasdoneIdraggedherupstairs,withmyarms

underherarmpits.ShewasalotheavierthanIthought.Theplasticaroundherface

preventedmefrom leavingatrailofblood,Idraggedhertotheguestroom.Itookout

theluggagebagsfrom thewardrobeandstuffedherinthere,thenIputthebagsontop

ofher.Thiswasaverytraumaticexperienceforme,IkilledsomeoneandI'm aboutto

coverupthemurder.Irusheddownstairstocleanuptheblood,Iuseddomestoes

mixedwithbleachtocleanupthebloodnexttothetable.Ialsowipedthetable..

__________

QONDISIWE

Wewereallsurroundinghim,theKinghadcalledtheSeertocomeandtelluswhat

happened.Myphonerang,everyonelookedatme.IcheckedanditwasKhabo..

Me:It'smysister,excuseme

Imovedabitfartoanswer..

Me:Khabo

Shewasbreathingheavy..

Me:Khabo?

Her:Youneedtocomehomenow!

Me:Why?Areyouokay?

Her:Ididsomethingterrible

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Shestartedbreakingdown..

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Her:Ikilledher

Me:Youkilledwho?Khabowhatdidyoudo?



Her:NoksIkilledher

Me:What?

Her:Ipushedherandshefell,herheadhitthetable

Me:Itwasanaccident

Her:Theywon'tseeitlikethat,itwasjustthetwoofusand.Wewerearguing,they

goingtosayIdiditonpurpose

Me:WhereisLungi?

Her:He'snotaround

Me:WhereisNoks?

Her:Iputherinthecloset,intheguestroom

Me:OkayI'llbehometomorrow,don'tbreathawordtoanyoneaboutthis

Seer:Nowisawashere

Iturnedaroundandlookedatthem..

Me:Ihavetogojuststaycalm

Ihungupandwalkeduptothem..

Queen:Seerwhatdoyoumean?

Seer:Sheistheonewhoflippedthetable

Talkabouthidingmytrueidentity..

King:That'sit!!GettheServantstocleanup,wearegoingtohaveaSèance

Manqoba:Dadaren'tyouoverreacting?

King:Wearegoingtomeethereexactlyin10mintime,Seergathereverythingthatyou

goingtoneed

ThaKingheldtheQueen'shandandtheywalkedaway,IturnedtoNtsika..

Me:WhatisaSiames?

Ntsika:ASèance,wegoingtosummonNowisa



Myheartalmoststopped..

Lindiwe:Thisisgoingtobegreat,let'sgopreparefortheSèance

TheSeerwalkedaway..

Me:Excuseme

Iwenttohim..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:Savingyou

Me:BysummoningNowisa?Ifyoudidn'tnoticeshelooksexactlylikeme!Youhanding

myheadtothekingonasilverplatter

Him:KingNgwanemightbefoolish,KingMkhizeisnot.HadIliedhewasgoingtoseeit

throughmeandsendforanotherSeerwhowasgoingtohandyouinasilverplatter,just

trustme!

Ntsikawalkeduptous..

Ntsika:Iseverythingokay?

Seer:Madam Qondisiwewastellingmetogivehersomethingforhersister,hersisteris

gettingcoldfeet

Iswallowed..

TheSeerleft..

Ntsika:I'm sorry,myfatherisaveryparanoidperson

Me:Youcan'tletthishappen

Him:Idon'tusuallygowithwhathesaysbutifNowisawashere,Iwanttoseeher

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:I'llmakeyouacupofteatocalm youdown,helpyourelaxabit

Thisisnotgood..

__________

IBANATHI



IlookedatSindi..

Me:Giveussomeprivacy

Sindinoddedandwalkedupstairs,IlookedatLungi...

Me:Somethingtodrink?

Him:IdrankbeforeIcamehere

Me:Iwaswaitingforyoutogetmarriedfirst,Ididn'twannatellyoubecausethiswas

goingtomessyouup

Him:How?Howdidyoufindout?

Me:Qondisiwe

Him:Qondisiwe??

Me:Dadshoweduptoherandtoldhereverything

Him:Whenwasthis?

Me:Alongtimeago

Him:Ican'tbelievethis..DadisnotmyDadhow canMom dothistome?After

everythingI'vedoneforhershewas..Shewasgoingtoletmemarrymy..Shewasgoing

toletmemarryHer.I'vesleptwithherIba,she'spregnantwithmychild!MyownSister

isgoingtohaveababybyme

Me:Mom isevilLungi,sherobbedmeoffmycompanyandthensheusedyou!She

killedPopsbecausePopsknewthetruth,shepoisonedhim

Hesliddownagainstthefridge..

Him:EverythingI'veknownhasbeenalie

Iwentandsatnexttohim..

Him:Daddidn'tleavemeanythingbecauseheknew,heknewthatIwasn'thisblood

Me:YouaremybloodandthisisthereasonwhyI'm keepingyouinthecompany,don't

letthisruinyourlife.Youhaveeverythinggoingwellforyou.Yougettingmarriednext

weektotheloveofyourlife,youstillgoingtobetheCEOuntilyourdyingdayoruntil

youretire.Don'tletMom win,don'tletherruineverythingforyou.Everythingthatyou've



workedhardfor

Isawtearsinhiseyes..

Him:MyownMotherdidthistome!

Iputmyarm aroundhisshoulders..

Me:It'sgoingtobeokayBro

____________

QONDISIWE

Weallcamebackdownstairs.Thetableandchairswereshifted,IsawtheSeerdrewthe

devil'striangleandputcrystalsaroundit..

King:Areyouready?

Seer:I'm readyyourhighness

King:Ifyouanyoneisnotforthis,pleaseleave

IfIleavenow,thiswouldlookbadonme

Lindiwe:Wait,isn'tthisthedevil'striangle?Arewereallygoingtoplaywiththedevil?

Seer:Thepentagram wasatriangleforgood,untilitwasstolenbytheunderworld

Ntsika:Howisthisgoingtowork?

Seer:Nowisaisunderthewater,she'sintheunderworldandnowI'm abouttoopenthe

doortotheunderworldandsummonherfrom it

Me:Isn'tthatdangerous?

Eyeswereonme..

Me:Openingthedoortotheunderworldmightjustbringotherspiritsnotonlyhers

Seer:Verywell...ButIwillonlysummonherandcallheroutandtraptheotherspirits

Inodded..

LindiweheldtighttoMbongeni'sarm..

King:Lindiweyoucanbeexcusedifyouscared,evenyouQondisiweandZikhona



Manzinikissedhiswifeonthecheek..

Him:I'lljoinyousoon

Mbongeni:I'llaccompanyyouupstairs

Busi:CanIalsogo?

Queen:Ofcourse

Ntsika:MaybestaywithBusiifyouscared

IlookedatManqoba..

Manqobanodded.IheldBusi'shandandwewalkedupstairs,Mbongenileftushalfway..

Lindiwe:Ithinkweshouldallstaytogether

Busi:Goodidea..Myroom

Weallwenttoherbedroom,itwasbeautiful.

Lindiwe:WegoingtoneedChampagne,Daddyhaslostit!

Wesatonherbed..

Lindiwe:I'm coming

Weallsatthereinsilence,Busiwashuggingherpillow.IwasnervousbutItriedvery

hardtocontainmyself.AsweweresittingtheresilentlyIsomehow heardagate

opening.

Ilookedaroundandeveryoneelsewasontheirphone.Iheardthegateopeningagain

andIgotup,thenallofasuddenIfeltcold.Verycold..WhathappenednextIwasn't

preparedforit,Isawawomanwearingablackdressthatwastornup.Shewasholding

astick..

Ilookedaround,itseemslikeIam theonlyonewhowasseeingher..

Ilookedather,sheraisedupherheadandlookedatme..

Her:Qondisiwe

Hervoicemademeshiver..

Me:Whoareyou?



BeforeshecouldanswerIfeltweak,likemystrengthwasdrainedfrom me.BeforeI

knewit,Ifellonthefloor..

.
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KHABONINA

Lungiwalkedinandfoundmecleaningthekitchen,IhadtokeepbusybeforeIlostmy

mind.Heclosedthedoorandlookedatme,Ilookedathim too..

Me:I'm sorry,Ishouldn'thavetoldyou.Itwasnotmyplace

Him:I'm gladyoutoldme,noonewasevergoingtotelme.Ibanathitoldmeonly

becauseI'vealreadyfoundout

Me:Howareyoufeelingabouteverything?

Him:Idon'tknowhowtofeel,honestlyI'm veryconfused

(Silence)

Him:WhereisNoks?

Myheartjumped..

Me:Shewentoutforawalk,shewasalsoupset

Henodded..

Him:SolongI'llgetheraplacetostay,Idon'tthinkIwannaseeherfornow

Me:Iunderstanditcan'tbeeasy

Him:Theweddingisstillon

Me:Youstillwannagoaheadwiththewedding?

Him:Whywouldn'tI?Theweddingiscurrentlytheonlybestthingthatisgoingwellfor

merightnow,Istillwannamarryyou

Me:Thankyou

Hecameandhuggedme..



Him:Nothankyouforbeinghereforme..Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

__________

QONDISIWE

Iwokeupintheguestroom withtheMkhizefamilysurroundingme,Ntsikawassitting

nexttomeholdingmyhand...

Ntsika:Hey...Howareyoufeeling?

Heputhishandonmyforehead,Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Seer:Ithinktheroom isovercrowded,IwouldliketohaveamomentwithMadam

Qondisiwejusttoseeifshe'sokay

King:Whathappened?

Queen:Busialreadysaidshefainted

Seer:Please

Queen:IhopeyougetwellDear

Me:Thankyou

TheyallwalkedoutwiththeKinggivingmeaweirdlook..

Seer:YoutooPrinceNtsika

Ntsika:I'm notgoinganywhere

Me:Please..

Hekissedmyhand..

Ntsika:I'llcomebacklater

Ismiledathim ashewalkedout.TheSeerlockedthedoor..

Seer:Didyouseeher?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Isawawoman,shewaswearingablackdressthatwastorn,shewasalsoholding



astick.WhenIlookedatherIfeltcoldandempty,sheisverycold

Seer:Icannotbelievethis..YousawtheAker

Me:Thewhat?

Seer:Ithoughtitwasonlyalegend..Somyplanworked

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:TheAkerissaidtobethegatekeeperofsouls

Me:I'm confused

Him:Iwasn'tgoingtosummonNowisa.Nowisaisnotintheunderworld,Nowisais

undertheZikhaliriver.Whenyousummonaspirit,itcannotbereleasedfrom the

underworldyouneedtomeettheAkerfirst,negotiatewithher.QondisiwetheAkeris

onlyseenbythosewhoarespirituallygiftedandnotjustanyspiritualgiftedindividual

butastrongone

Me:Whatareyousayingtome?

Him:IopenedthegatebutIneverthoughtshewasgoingtocome,Ididthatinsteadof

summoningNowisatokeepyoursecretandnowI'm veryhonored

Hekneltbeforeme..

Him:I'm honouredtobeinthepresenceofagreatsorcerer

Me:Iam awhat?

Him:MyGrandfatherwasastrongseer,sowasmyfather.Noneofthem eversawthe

Akerbutyoudid,shecametoyoubecauseyoutwoarethecreaturesofsorceryshe

somewhatfelttheconnectionwithyou.TheAkerisnotonlyagatekeeper,shewasthe

mostpowerfulsorcerertoeverwalkonearthandshetoowasaGuardian.Youjust

connectedwithsomeonewhoownedtheZikhalivillagewithherpeoplebeforethe

Ngwanetribeoccupiedit

Me:Whathappenedinthere?Inthelounge

Him:A chandelierfellwhenthegateopened,webrokethesèancejustwhenthe

princessrandowntotellusthatyoufaintedandyouwereshakingviolently

Me:Whoam Iexactly?



Him:Ithinkastimegoesonyouwillfindtheanswersmoreespeciallynowsinceyou

haveseentheAker

Me:NowisahasnevertoldmeabouttheAker

Him:There'salotthatyouneedtoknowandtheanswerslieinthatvillage

Hegotup..

Him:Qondisiwe

Me:Yes?

Him:You'vejustbrushedyourshoulderwithdeath,becarefultheAkerisnotwhatshe

seems.She'sfulloftricksattimes,she'sneverhonest

Me:Thankyou

Him:I'llgetyousomeherbstohelpyousleep

Me:Thankyou

___________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Me:Youwantedtoseeme?

Pops:Getin

Iwalkedin..Hewasstandingatthebookshelf..

Me:What'swrong?

Him:Youneedtoenditwiththisgirl

Me:Why?

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Somethingisnotrightwithher,doyoureallyknowwhosheis?

Me:Didshedoanythingtooffendyou?

Him:No

Me:Sowedonehere



Him:Youwillenditwiththisgirl

Me:I'drathergiveupthethronethantogiveupmyrelationshipwithQondisiwe.Ilove

her,I'venevermetanyonelikeher..Youjusthavetolivewithit

Him:You'veneverspokenaboutgivingupthethroneforanyoneoranything,nowIhave

anotherreasontonottrusther.I'llbelookingintoher,andyouwillseethatthisgirlis

notwhoyouthinksheis

Me:Goodluckwiththat

Him:GoodnightSon

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Iwaswokenbyanunusualsound,likesomethingwashittingagainstthefloor.Igotup

andlookedatNtsika,hewassleepingsoundless.Ilookedarounditwasstilldark,I

lookedattimeitwas3am.Ifellbackonthepillow againuntilIheardacertainvoice

callingout"Dalla".Iroseupfrom thepillowagain,thebangingsoundwasstillgoingon

andthevoicestillcontinued"Dalla".IshookNtsikabuthedidn'twakeup,Igotoutof

bedandfollowedthesound.Itledmeoutsidetothepool.Ilookedatthe2guardswho

weremeanttobestandingbytheslidingdoor,theywereonthefloorpassedout.I

lookedatthepoolandthereshewasstanding,bangingherstickagainsttheground.I

mademywaytoher,Ididn'tgotoherexactly,Istoodontheothersideofthepool.She

stoppedbangingherstick.Istoodthereshivering,thewaterinthepoolhadturnedinto

ice.There'ssomuchcoldsurroundingthiswoman..

Her:Dalla

Me:MynameisQondisiwe

Her:YouaretheDalla

Me:Whatdoyouwantfrom me?Iheardyoucannotbetrusted

Her:YouandIwearethecreaturesandslavestosorcery,youaretheDalla(good)inme

andIam theAker(evil)inyou



Me:Whyareyoustillhere?Shouldn'tyoubeatthegate?

Her:Iwasbroughtintothisworld,Ishould'veneverbeenbroughtintoyourworld.You

andIcanneveroccupythesamespace,Goodandevilcannotexistalongsideeach

other

Me:Howdowegetyouback?

Her:Onehastobowdowntotheother,balancehastoberestored

Me:I'llneverbowdowntoyou

Her:AndI,nevertoyoutoo

Me:IheardyouaGuardiantoo

Her:ThatIam,Iam alotofthingsDalla

Me:Stopaddressingmelikethat

Her:ButyouareTheDalla

Me:Whatisitthatyouwant?

Her:ThesoulsoftheexistingGuardiansundertheVillageriver,willcometome

Me:No!!Leavethem alone

Her:Whenyourpeopleoccupiedthatlandalreadyitwascursedbyme,thecursehas

fallenonyoutoo

Me:HowdoIliftthecurse?

Her:Agreatsacrificeneedstocomeforth,asoulforasoul.Inthisinstant,agoodsoul.

TheDalla

Nowisashowedup..

Nowisa:Younottakingher

Aker:TheQueenNowisaherself,Iwaswonderingwhenyouwillshowup

Nowisalookedatme..

Nowisa:QondisiweIknowyouandIhadourdifferences,butyoucannottrusttheAker.

Youareverypowerfulandyoucandefeather



Aker:AsacrificeiswhatIexpect

Shehitthestickandtheiceturnedintowater..

Nowisa:Itrustandbelieveinyou

ShelookedattheAker..

Nowisa:Takeme

Me:What?No!

Aker:Verywell

Me:NowisaNo!!!

Nowisa:It'sokay

TheAkerstretchedherhand..

Me:Nowisayoucan'tdothis,you'vesaidyourselfthatwecannottrusther!

Nowisa:Whenthereseemstobenoway,awindowalwaysprovidesaway

Nowisahuggedme..

Her:Whenyougethomeputonyournecklace,thewaterinthependentwillprotectyou

from theAker

Sheseparatedfrom me..

Me:Nowisa!!

Shewalkedtotheedgeofthepool,ItriedtogoafterherbutNowisafrozemyfeetto

theground..

Nowisa:ByeQondisiwe

Me:No!!!

Shejumpedtothepool,IlookedattheAker..

Me:I'm comingforyou!!

TheAkerjumpedintothepoolalso,thatwaswhenIwasabletonowmovemylegs.I

kneltattheedgeofthepoolandlookedatthewater...



Me:Nowisa!!!!!

__________

LUNGISA

Iwokeuptothesoundofsomeonecrying,IlookedbesidemeandKhabowasnot

sleepingnexttome.Igotupandshewassittingatthecornerhuggingherknees..

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Khabo

Iwentandswitchedonthelight,thenwentbacktoher..

Me:Whatareyoudoingonthefloor?

Sheshookherhead,Isatnexttoher..

Me:What'swrong?

Her:Ican'tdothis

Me:Can'tdowhat?Thewedding?

Her:Ican'tdothis,it'snotright

Ihuggedher..

Me:It'sokay,it'sgoingtobeokay

_____________

KINGMKHIZE

Ilookedatthetapeagain.Qondisiwewasstandingbythepoolandsheseemedtobe

talkingtosomeone,thenanotherpersontoo.Lookedlikeshewastalkingto2people

thatwerenotvisible.Thenafterthatthewaterinthepoolstartedsplashingasiflike

someonehadjumpedin,liketwopeoplehadjumpedin

Me:GettheSeer

Security:YesSir

Iturnedandlookedattheguards..

Me:Youdidn'tseeher?



Guard:WewokeuponthefloorYouhighness,wedon'tknowhowwepassedout

Me:Isee

___________

QONDISIWE

Ntsikaputhishandsonmycheek..

Him:Areyouokay?

Inodded..

Him:Didyougetanysleeplastnight?

Me:Notexactly

Him:Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Me:Ididbutyourefusedtowakeup

Hechuckled..

Him:That'ssounlikeme

Me:Wellyouweredeadasleep

Him:I'm sorrythatthisweekendwastthatamazing

Me:Itwas..YourMotherisverysweet

Him:I'm gladyouandhergetalongverywell

Me:She'sanamazingwoman

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:YesI'm ready

Him:Let'sgo

__________

LORRAINE

Iwassittingonthebedandstarringatthewall,whenawomanwearingablackdress



appeared..Ilookedaround..

Me:Who..Whoareyou?

Shewalkeduptome..

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:Yourhelp

Shestoodnexttothebed,Istoodup..

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Shespreadoutherarms..

Her:cometomechild

AsmuchasIforcedmylegsnottogotoher,buttheydidn'tobey.Imovedtowardsher.

Shehuggedme,andIstartedfeelingreallycold.Shehuggedmeandgotinsideofme,I

startedshiveringverybadasshetookoverinsidemybody.Ithenfellonthefloor..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

VeryearlyinthemorningwewereontheroadbacktoJohannesburg,TheQueenand

thePrincessgavemeawarm goodbye.Can'treallysaymuchabouttheKing,heisnot

veryfondofmebutthenIhopethatonedayhewillcomearound.Ihavebeensleeping

inthecarwithNtsikaholdingmyhand,Ididn'tgetanygoodsleeplastnight.With

everythingthathasbeenhappening,Icouldn'tsleepanymore.

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Me:ThankyouverymuchDr

Dr:IhopeIneverseeyouhereagain,inmyInstitution

Me:YourInstitution?



Dr:MyInstitution!

Me:Doc,I'm disappointed.

Dr:Youblackmailedme

Me:DidI?ImainlytoldyouthatIhaveproofthatyouhavebeentakingadvantageof

yourfemaleunstablepatients.Youhavebeenhittingthem withhighdosestostable

them enoughsothatyoucouldrapethem,ifthatgetsoutnotonlyareyougoingtolose

yourjobbutthat'sjailtimeandshametoyourkidsandwife,whoseetheirfatherasa

hero.Notto mention the world atlarge,itwould be a shame.A good certified

psychiatristbeingarapisthowdevastating!

Him:AsI'vesaid,pleasedon'tcomebackhere

Shemadeherwayinandgreetedus..

Sindi:Uhm areyoureadytogo?

Dr:Pleasetakeher!

TheDrwalkedaway..

Me:NiceworkDoc

Sindi:Ididn'tevenknowyouwerehereuntilIreceivedyourcall,wassurprisedgettinga

callfrom amentalinstitution

Me:Alotofpeopledidn'tknow

Her:Whathappened?

Wewalkedouttohercar..

Her:I'm sorryIknowthatit'snoneofmybusiness

Me:It'sokayDear,that'sthestoryforanotherday

Wegotinsidethecar..

Me:Iwould'vecalledoneofmysonsbut...I'm nottheirfavoritepersonrightnow

Her:It'sokay,I'm happytohelp

Shestarteddriving..Ilookedather..



Me:YouknowIcanhelpyouwiththeIbanathisituation

Her:Huh?

Me:Iknowyoulovehim deeplyandunfortunatelyheisinlovewithsomeoneelse.Love!

ItcanbecruelattimesIdon'tunderstandwhyit'sconsidered"Pure"

Her:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Me:Icouldfixyouupaportion

Her:Aportion?

Me:Yes,sothathecanloveyoubackthewayyouwant

Her:I'm sorryMrsB-

Me:Lorraineplease

Her:I'm sorryLorrainebutI'm notgoingtouseaportiononhim sothathecanloveme

back,thosethingstheywearoffastimegoeson

Me:Notmine...Seebythetimeitwearsoffhe'sgoingtodieandbythenyougoingto

inheriteverythingofhisbecauseyouwouldbehiswifeandprobablytheMotherofhis

kid,yougoingtogeteverythingincludingtheCompany

Shealmostlostcontrolofthecar..

Her:Wha?..Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Ibanathi..HisDadleftthecompanyforhim,it'shis..

Her:WowIdidn'tknow

Me:Thinkaboutit.YourSistersarehappy,KhaboisabouttomarryawealthyCEO.

QondisiweisbusywithaFilthyrichPrince,iftheymakeitshe'sgoingtobeaQueenand

Khaboisworkingonowningarestaurant.Whataboutyou?TheSindiwhowasabove

hersisters,yoursistersworshipedthegroundyouwalkedononce,andtodayyou

nothingtothem.Itissounfairandtrustmeifyoudon'tactsoon,Ibanathiisgoingto

leaveyouandwhat'sgoingtobecomeofyou?Youwillhavetogobacktohustling.I

knowhowmuchyouhatedoingthat,thethingsyouhadtodotokeepthatgoodlifeof

yours..Thisisaneasygateway,andit'sforasmallprice..Thinkaboutit

______________



KINGMKHIZE

Manqoba:Popsyouaskedtoseeme?

Me:Yesplease

Ipointedatthechair..

Him:Thissoundsserious,I'dratherstand

Me:Verywell..IneedyoutogobacktoJohannesburgandspyonthisgirlQondisiwefor

me

Him:Why?

Me:Idon'ttrusther,somethingisnotright.

Him:Popssheseemslikeagoodperson

Me:Idon'tdisputethatbut..

Isatdown..

Me:QondisiwecomeshereandthenallofasuddenNowisashowsup,Nowisahas

nevershownupeversinceshewasbanishedfrom thisplace

Him:YouthinkQondisiwehassomethingtodowithit?

Me:Verymuch

Him:WhataboutNtsika?

Me:Ntsikathinkswithhisheartandhisgenitals

Him:IfIdofindsomethingonher,whatareyougoingtodo?

Me:Leavethatuptome

Him:I'm veryuncomfortablewiththis,NtsikaismyBrother

Me:AndheismySon,thefutureKing!IwouldhaveManzinibeaKingrightnow but

unfortunatelyNtsikawaschosenfrom birth.WhatI'm doingismywayoftryingto

protecthim beforehefallshardandlosehissanityoverthisgirlI'm alsoprotectingthe

throne

Henodded..



Me:Andkeepthisbetweenuswillyou?

Him:I'm goingtokeepitbetweenus

Me:ThankyouSon

ItrustManqoba,he'sveryloyal.HeisthesamesonthatIsenttogetusinformation

abouttheZikhalivillageyearsago.Iknowthathewillneverdisappoint

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Sindi:Hereweare

Me:ThankyouverymuchDear

Her:Youwelcome

Me:YoushouldtextmeyourbankingdetailssoIcantransfersomemoney,it'smyway

ofsayingthankyouandwelcometothefamily

Her:Uhm..I'lldothat

Me:Thankyouagain

Shenodded..

Her:Ishouldgo

Me:I'llcallyouassoonasIfindmyphone

Her:Noproblem

Ihuggedher..

Me:ByeDear

Her:Youverycold,areyouokay?

Me:I'm okayjustthedamninstitution,Iusedtosleeponthefloorwithoutablanket

Her:Youshouldsue,that'scruelty

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

Her:Okay..I'lltextyou



Me:GoodbyeChild

Her:ByeLorraine

Me:HowaboutyoucallMeMom

Her:Excuseme?

Me:Iknowthatyoulostyourmotherinaveryterribleway,I'm nottryingtoreplaceher

butwithyoursistersactingupIdon'twantyoutoeverthinkthatyoualone..I'm here

Her:Wowuhm..Thankyou

Me:Don'tevenmentionit

Shemadeherwaytothedoorandwalkedout,Iturnedandwalkedaroundthehouse..

Voice:Lorraine?

Iturnedback,IsawNokuthulaorherspirit.

Shelookedatme..

Her:YounotLorraine

Me:OfcoursenotmyDear

Her:You..Youare..You..

Me:I'm thegatekeeper

Her:Youtakesoulsnoyoustealsouls

Me:That'strue

Her:What'shappeningtome?Whycan'tIgetthroughtoanyone?Ifeelsuffocated,Ifeel

cold

Me:That'sbecauseyoudead!Thefall?Yourememberit?Youdidn'tdieyouweremainly

unconsciousbutthatstupidgirlknowsnothingaboutsuchthings,shesuffocatedyou

andkilledyouwiththatplastic

Her:I'm dead?

Sheshookherhead..

Her:Thisisnotright,Ican'tbedead!



Me:Alifethatwasstolen..Itwasn'tyourtime

Her:Ican'tbedead,Istillhavesomeunfinishedbusiness

Me:Ofcourseyoudothat'swhyyouwonderingaround

Her:Mybaby?Thisissowrong

Me:Deathisverypainfulandyounotreadytocrossover,soasthegatekeeperofsouls

I'm goingtoreturnyoursoulbacktoyou

Her:Youcandothat?

Me:Yesyoualostsoul,Icandothat

Her:I'llbealiveagain?

Me:Wellsortofbutthatwillrequirealifeforalife

Ilookedathertummy..

Me:Hewillgoonyourbehalf

Her:Yougoingtotakemybaby?

Me:Theremustbebalance

Her:I..Ican'tdothat

Me:Thenyouwillremaindeadandyouwon'tgetyourrevenge

Shelookeddown..

Me:NowifyouwillexcusemeIha-

Her:Okayit'sfine..I'lltakethedeal

Me:Notadifficultnegotiator

Her:Sowhenam Igettingbacktomybody?

Me:Allinduetime,allinduetime

Iwalkeduptothestaircase,seemslikeI'm goingtoenjoybeinghere..

Her:Whatam Itodointhemeantime?



Me:You'llbemyguest,you'llkeepmecompanythishouseistoobigforonepersonbut

Iassureyou,whenthetimeisrightI'llgetyoubacktoyourbody

Her:Thankyou

Me:Youwelcome

.

Tobecontinued
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LORRAINE(AKER)

IwashavingdinnerwhilstNokswasmovingaround..

Me:Doyoumind?

Her:I'm dead,whatcanIdo?

Me:IsaidI'llhelpyou

Her:IthoughtGodistheonewhogivesandtakeslife,howcomeyougivingmebackmy

life?

Me:Godgiveslifebuthedoesn'ttakeawaylife,deathtakeslife

Her:Howcomeyougivingmemylifeback?

Me:YouarealostsoulandIam anAker,Icangiveyoubackyoursoulforanothersoul

Her:Mybaby?Howareyougoingtotakehim?

Me:You'llsee

Her:Whenyougivemebackmylife,willyou..WillIstillhavemybabyinsideofme?

Me:Yesbutnotforlong

Her:Why?

Me:Weseekingrevengeremember?Andforalifeanotherlifemustbetaken

Weheardthedoorbellringing...

Me:I'llbeback



Her:I'm comingwith

Ilookedather..

Her:It'snotlikethePersonisgoingtoseeme

Wewalkedtothedoor..

Her:SowhereisLorraine?

Me:Soundasleepdeepinsideofme

___________

SINDISIWE

Iba:Wherewereyou?

Me:IwenttofetchyourMom thenIwentforadrive

Him:Youdidwhat?

Me:IfetchedyourMom from theinstitution,shecalledmetocomeandfetchher

Him:Andyouonlytellingmethisnow?

Me:Ididn'tthinkitwasgoingtobeanissue

Him:Ofcourseit'sanissue!!(Shouting)

Okaythatwasafirst..

Him:Don'tyouthinkshewasinthereforareason?

Ikeptquiet,heclickedhertongue..

Him:Idon'tknowwhyIkeepyouherewhenyouobviouslyuseless!!!!

Me:Excuseme?

Hegotup..

Him:I'm comingback

Me:Wow!!

____________



QONDISIWE

Ntsikadidn'tcomein.Hewastiredandhedidn'twanttofightwithLungisa.Imademy

wayinandbumpedintoLungi..

Him:Qondisiwe

Me:Hey

Him:Gladyouback,IwasabouttogooutbutIdidn'twannaleaveyoursisteralone

Me:Whereisshe?

Him:Upstairs,she'snotfeelingwell

Me:I'llcheckuponher..Thankyou

Him:I'llberightback,there'safamilyemergency

Me:Okay

Him:Ihopeyouenjoyedyourtrip

Me:Ididthankyou

Him:Seeyoulater

Ileftmybaginthekitchenandwalkedupstairstotheirbedroom,Khabowaslayingon

thebedstaringatthewall..

Me:Khabo

Shedidn'trespond..

Iwenttoher..

Me:Khabo?

Her:Ican'tstopthinkingabouther,Ican'tgetheroutofmyhead

Me:Iknow..LookKhabothisisnotthetimetobesulking,weneedtoactfast

Her:Ishouldturnmyselfin

Me:No!..Wegoingtogetridofthebody

Shegotupandlookedatme..



Her:What?

Me:Wegoingtogetridofherbody

Her:QondisiweIcan'tgetheroutofmyhead,lastnightIcouldn'tevensleep

Me:Snapoutofit!!!Ifwedon'tdothisyougoingtoloseLungi.Wehavenoone,wehave

nothing.Doyouwannabehomeless?Doyouwannagobacktothevillage?

Her:No

Me:Solet'sdothis

Her:Howarewegoingtodoit?

Me:Wearegoingtodrivetomorrow morningtothevillageandthrow herbodyinthe

river

Her:What?

Me:Wecan'tjustdumpheranywhere

Her:Qondisiwewedon'tdrive

Me:IwillcallNtsikatosendhisdriver

Her:Weactuallydoingthis?

Me:It'stheonlyway..Weneedtostuffherbodyinsidethebigluggagebag

Her:Whatifshedoesn'tfit?

Me:Shehastoo..Wewillbreakher

Her:Qondisiwe!

Me:I'm notreadytoloseyouokay?I'm notreadytohaveyougodownformurder,I've

alreadylostonesister..Thisisoursecret,youhaven'ttoldanyoneaboutthisright?

Her:No

Me:Good..WhenwegettotheriverI'm goingtocleanseyou,ukususaisithunzisakhe

Her:Okay

Shewipedherfacewithherhands..



Her:Let'sdothis

Me:Let'shurrybeforeLungigetsback

________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Him:Idon'tunderstand

Me:Younotgoingtoshootheranymoreonherweddingday

Him:But..

Me:I'llstillpayyouforthejobyouweremeanttodo

Him:That'sbetter

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Him:Youwelcome

Iwalkedhim tothedoor,andcloseditforhim..

Noks:Whatwasthatallabout?

Me:Nothingmuch

Her:Thankyouforhelpingmeoutwithmysituation

Me:Youwelcome,nowlet'sseewhatthesistersaregoingtodowithyourbody

IpouredwaterinthejugandthenwewentupstairstoLorraine'ssecretroom..

Noks:Thisissomeprettybadsituation

Me:Standheredon'tcomein

Her:Why?

Me:Youcan'tseethis

Her:I'm dead

Me:Iknowbuttrustme,standhere

Her:Fine



Iwalkedinandpouredwaterintothebasin,IstirredituntilitshowedmeQondisiweand

herSister...

___________

QONDISIWE

IlookedatKhabo..

Me:She'shere?

Shenodded..Iopenedtheclosetandtookoutthebags,Isawherbody.Khaboturned

andfacedtheotherway..

Me:Khabo

Her:I'm sorry..Ican'tdothis

Me:Thisisthelasttimeyouseeingher,Ipromise

Sheturnedback..

Me:Youneedtodothis

Shenoddedrepeatedly..

SheunzippedthebagwhileIdraggedNoksout,shewasheavythatIfellwithher..

Me:She'sveryheavy

Her:Iknow

Igotup..

Me:Okaylet'sdothis

Shecametomeandwebothpickedherup..

Me:Holdheronthelegssoyoudon'tseeherface

Her:Okay

__________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Me:OhhmyIunderestimatedyougirls



Theystuffedherinsidewhilstbreakingherbones,Icouldhearherbonescrushing..

Noks:What'sgoingon?

Me:Standthere

Noks:Whataretheydoing?

Shetriedtowalkin,Iturnedandraisedmyhandather..

Me:TakeanotherstepandI'llsendyoursoulfaraway

Shesteppedback...

Me:Goodgirl

Ilookedatthem again..

Me:Ihaveneverseensuchloyalty

IheardtwovoicesscreamingLorraine'sname..

Noks:Seemslikeyourboysarehomemommy

Me:Whatfreshhellisthisnow?

Igotupandwalkedout,Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Let'sgo

Wemadeourwaydownstairs,theywerestandingatthekitchen..

Me:Lungi..Ibanathi..

Lungichargedatme,Ibanathistoppedhim..

Lungi:I'm goingtokillyou!!!

Ibanathi:Brostop!!

Me:Pleaselethim,ifhittingmeisgoingtomakehim feelbetterthenlethim

Lungi:StayoutofthisIbanathi!!

Ibanathi:Stopit,that'swhatshewants!!

Lungicollectedhimself..



Ibanathi:Howthehelldidyougetout?

Me:Myownboys,theysentmetoamentalinstitution

Lungi:Hellismorefitting!

Me:Ivacationtherebabydon'tworry

IwalkeduptoIbanathi,hisfathershowedupbehindhim.Itookastepback..

Me:Anuninvitedguest

Him:Stepbackfrom mySon,Stepbackfrom bothofthem!

Iraisedmyhandsupandsteppedback..

Ibanathi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'm surrendering

Lungi:Areyouserious?

Ikneltdown..

Me:Weaponsdown,I'm surrendering

Thismanmightmessupmyplans...

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

IfoundmyselfintheNdoniyamanziriverdrowning,TheAkerwasstandingontherock

glancingatmeasIsanktothebottom oftheriver,whilstshewashittingherstick

againsttherock.Isensedthatwasmydeath,thatwasprobablytheendofme.Itfelt

liketheendofme........

Iwokeupcoughing,tomysurpriseIwascoughingoutwater.Ilookedatmynecklace

aroundmyneck,itwasglowing.Itookmyphoneandcheckedthetime,itwas22:00.

Igotoutofbed and wentdownstairs,Iwasshaken bythe nightmare.I've had



nightmaresbefore,butthisone..Couldthisbeaboutmydeath?WilltheAkerbetheend

ofme??

ThedooropenedandLungiwalkedin..

Him:Hey

Me:Hey

Him:Youokay?

Me:I'm okay

Him:Howisshe?

Me:She'ssleeping,Igavehersomesleepingtablets

Him:That'sbetter

Me:CanIbotheryouwithsomething?

Him:Whatisit?

Me:KhaboisupsetthatMom andherkidswon'tbetheretoseeherwalkingdownthe

aisle

Him:Sherelapsed?

Me:Sortof

Him:Sheshouldn'thavequittherapyitwastooearly

Me:TomorrowmorningI'm takingherdowntothevillage,foracleansing

Him:TheweddingisonTuesday

Me:Wewillbebacklater,Ipromise

Him:It'sokayIsuppose

Me:Iwouldappreciateitifoneofthecompanydriverscanaccompanyus

Him:I'llmakethecall

Me:Weleavingat3am

Him:That'sveryearly



Me:Suchthingsaredoneearly

Him:It'sokay,I'llmakethecall

Me:Thankyou

Him:Goodnight

Me:Night

________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Wewereinthesecretroom,Ilookedathim.

Me:Ihavenobadbloodwithyou

Him:I'm heretoprotectmySon,actuallymySons

TheunfortunatepartisthatIcan'tdoanythingtothisman,hissoulispure.Nowthathe

isopeninguptohisillegitimateSonitmakesthesituationworse.Ifhepersists,heis

goingtowakeLorraine'sspiritdeepinsideofme.IfLorrainewakesup,Iwillbeexpelled

from herbody.Thatcannothappen,notuntilwhatIcamehereforisachieved..

Me:Iwon'tharm yoursons,Igiveyoumyword.I'm justhereformyownreasons,when

I'm doneI'llgiveyourexwifebackherbodyandthenyoucanhaveyourrevenge

Him:Ifyouharm them inanyway,I'm comingforLorraine

Me:Iunderstand

Him:Whatdidyoucomeherefor?

Me:Nowthatismybusiness,Igiveyoumywordyoursonswillbeunharmed

Him:Ihopeso,foryoursake

Me:I'm gladweunderstandeachother

Hedisappeared...

____________

QONDISIWE

Veryearlyinthemorningwewokeupandpreparedourselves,ItookeverythingthatI



wasgoingtoneedforthecleansing.AskingNtsikawasabadidea,hisdriverwould've

toldhim thatIam from theZikhalivillage.

IlookedatKhabo..

Me:Areyouready?

Shenodded..

Driver:Thisbagisheavy

Me:Iknow,Ihavealotofthingsinthereancestralthings.Becareful

Ihelpedhim toputitinthetrunk,thenwegotinthecar.I'm gladLungiisstillsleeping,

hedidn'tseethebag...

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Ilookedatthecarasitleftthroughthewater.

Noks:So?

Me:I'm waitingforthem toarrivethereandthrowyourbodyinthewater,thenI'lltakeit

from there

Noks:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Areyoudoubtingme?

Sheraisedbothofherhandsup..

Noks:Sowhat'stheplan?

Me:Togetyoutothewedding,you'llbethebestgiftthatKhabodidn'texpect

Noks:That'sbrilliant,Ihopeshegetsaheartattack

Me:Thatwouldbeaneasydeath

Noks:Eitherway,Ican'twait!

Ilookedatthewateragain...

__________



IBANATHI

Lateronthatmorning,LungimetmeattheCemetery.Wehadplannedtogotomy

Father'sgrave..

Lungi:Feelssodifferent,thelasttimeIwashere.HewasmyFather,now..Idon'teven

knowwhattosay

Me:DespiteeverythingyouwerestillhisSon,ifDadwasn'tfondofyouhewould'veput

yououtbutheraisedyou

ThismangavemeeverythingthatIwantedandNeeded.Bestprivateschool,hedid

everythingformebutweneverhadthatSonandFatherrelationship.Itgotworsewhen

Ibanathiwasborn..

Me:WhatarewegoingtodowithLorraine?

Him:Ithinkweshouldjustcutalltieswithher,asfarasIknowwedon'thaveparents

Me:That'sagoodidea

Him:Sheshouldn'tevenstepfootatthecompany

Me:Maybefreezeallheraccounts,sueherforeverypenny.Justmakeherlifemiserable

Him:That'stheplanjustnotsureaboutherdarkmagic

Me:WehaveQondisiwe

Helookedatme..

Him:YouthinkQondisiwewouldstillwannahelpaftereverything?

Me:It'shercalling,shecan'tchoosewhoshewantstohelp.Idon'tknowmuchabout

thesethingsbutshehastohelp

Him:Ihopeshewill

____________

QONDISIWE

Wearrivedatthevillage,itwas7am.BeforegoingtotheKingwedrovestraighttothe

river.It'sbeenawhilesinceIlastsetmyfoothere,itbroughtbackmemories..The

driverhelpedustogetthebagfrom thetrunkandeverythingelsethatIwasgoingto



need...

Me:Pleasegiveussomeprivacy

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff..

Me:Let'sdothis

Wecarriedthebagtotherock,thenweletitgoanditfellintheriver.Welookedatthe

riverforafew minutes,Ithinkitwassinkingdeeptothebottom oftheriver.Istood

thereandthoughtaboutmynightmare,coulditbethatsoonI'llbetheonesinkingtothe

bottom oftheriver?

Khabo:Qondisiwe

Ilookedather..

Her:Thecleansing

Me:Takeoffyourclothes,I'llgettheherbsfrom thesmallbag

__________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Me:Perfect!

Itookmystickandwalkedoutofthesecretroom,Imademytotheback.Istoodnext

tothepool.Ihitmystick3timesagainstthebricks,thenIwalkedovertothepooland

putitinsidenotfarinthough.Istartedstiring..

Istirredthepool3times,thenthebagpoppedup.Ithenmademywayintotheriverto

unzipit.Iunzippeditandtookherout,herbodyfellinthewater.Itossedthebagout.I

gotunderthewaterandunwrappedtheplasticfrom herhead,Noksmustbeoutofthe

waterthesametimewhenKhabogetsoutoftheriverafterhercleansing.Khabo's

cleansing,andDalla'sprayerwillbothbringabouttherebirthofNokuthula...

____________

QONDISIWE

AsKhabowasbathingwiththeherbsthatIhavegivenher,Istoodontherockand

startedsayingtheNgwaneclannames.Iraisedbothmyhandsup,theincensewasjust

rightatmyfeettogetherwiththecandles.Iwascallingupontheancestorsofthis

village,theGuardianstoforgiveandcleanseher.Whenshegetsoutofthewater,she



wouldberidofhersin..

Iwaspleadingwiththeancestorstoblessherandstillguideandprotecther.AsIwas

goingonandon,Ifeltsomebreezethatputthecandlesouttogetherwiththeincense.

Thiswasnotgood,IlookedatKhaboandbehindherIsawablackshadow.Isithunzela,

immediatelymypowerleftme.Mykneesgotweak..

Me:Khabo!

Shelookedatme..

Me:Getoutofthewaterrightnow!!!!!!

Her:Why?Arewedone?

Me:Now!!

Isankdowntomykneesasshegotoutofthewater,theshadowfollowedherandgot

outofthewaterthesametimeasher.Itdisappearedthoughasshemadeherwayto

me

Her:Qondisiweareyouokay?

Me:Somethingisnotright

Shegrabbedthetowel..

Her:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Somethingisjustnotright,it'slikewebroughtsomethingbacktolife.Something

dark

__________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Sheroseupfrom underthewater,Ilookedather..

Me:Welcomebackmychild

Shelookedatme..

Me:Wow,thespellworked.It'slikeyouwereneverhurtatall

Noks:I'm feelingcold



Me:ofcourse,there'saportionIneedyoutodrinkitwillmakeyoustrongyourbones

arestillabitweak.Theportionwillalsobringthebabybacktolife,untilhistimecomes

Ilookedatheragain..

Me:Ididn'tthinkitwasgoingtowork,ThankyouDalla

.
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QONDISIWE

Somethingwasnotright.Icouldn'tconnectwiththeotherGuardiansnomatterhow

muchItried.Ithasneverhappenedbefore,Icouldfeelitdeepdownthatsomethingwas

wrong.IwishNowisawashere,shewouldknow whattodo..Khabocametomeand

helpedmetogetup..

Me:Somethingiswrong,whatcameoutofthatwaterwasdarkandnowIcan'tconnect

withtheGuardians

Khaboputbothherhandsonmycheek..

Her:Qondisiwegetyourheadstraight,tomorrow it'smyweddingdayweneedtogo

backandfinalizeeverything.Whateverthatishappeningherewewillattendtoitlater

doyouhearme?

Inoddedmyheadrepeatedlywhilewipingmytears..

King:Qondisiwe

Welookedathim,oneoftheguardsmust'vetoldhim thatwehere..

Khabo:Getyourheadstraight!

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Ilookedatthem.WhenQondisiweperformedthatcleansingritualforhersister,she

forgotonething.TheydumpedthebodyinthewaterofwhichtheIndoniYamanziriver

alwayshastoremainpure.Theyhadbloodintheirhands,whichopenedaportalforme

togettheGuardiansbecausetheydidn'thaveprotectionanymore.Noprotectionfrom



theirGreatancestor,andnoprotectionfrom thewatersinceitwastaintedwithblood..

Me:Ineverthoughtthiswasgoingtohappen,lookatyoutwo.TheGuardiansofthe

generationsthatoccupiedalandthatoncebelongedtomeandmypeople.Thatland

wascursedandyouguyscamewithyourancestorandtriedtoliftoffthecurseby

guardingtheriverandbringingitbacktolife.Allthosesacrificesmade,arenowgone..

Nhlanhla:Qondisiwe uzowaziamandla akhe,mhla ewaziuzoqeda ngawe nya!!

(Qondisiwewillrealizeherpower,whenshedoes.She'sgoingtoputanendtoyou)

Ilookedatthebowwitharrowsanditlavitated,Iaimeditatthem.Ifoneofthem triesto

dosomethingstupidthebowwillshootanarrow.Thearrowshavepoison..

Me:Iwillseeyouguys..Goodbyefornow

Iwalkedoutofthesecretroom andlockedthedoorwhenIheardthedoorbellringing.I

mademywaytothekitchentoopen,itwasLungi..Helookedatme..

Me:Doyouwanttocomein?

Hemadehiswayin..Iclosedthedoor..

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Why?Whydidyoudothattome?Iam yourson!Youmymother,yousupposedto

loveandprotectmeatalltimes!Isn'tthatwhatmothersdo?

Me:Ibelieveso

Him:Sowhydidyoudoit?Imighthaveforgivenyouforusingmetogetthecompany

butI'llneverforgiveyouforsellingmetomyownsister!I'm gettingmarriedtomorrow,I

don'twannaseeyou.MatteroffactIdon'twannahearanythingfrom you!Youdeadto

medoyouunderstand?Youdeadandburied

Hethenmadehiswaytothedoor,hislittletantrum isthelastthingtoworryabout.I

havemoreimportantthingstoworryabout.

___________

QONDISIWE

Khabogaveussomespace..

Him:Kunjani?(Howareyou)



Me:Ngiyaphila(I'm well)

Helookedatme..

Him:Kwenzenjani?(What'swrong)

Me:Konkenjekuyamosheka(Everythingisnotgoingwell)

Him:Njengani?(Likewhat)

Me:Impilo yami,nginomthwalo osindayo emahlombe amiangicabanginje ukuthi

ngizokukhonakonke(Mylife,Ihaveaheavyburdensittingonmyshoulders,Idon'tthink

Icanmakeit)

Him:Konakunzima,umthwalowakhomkhulufuthiusesemncane(It'sdifficult,your

responsibilityisbiggerthanyou.Youstillyoung)

Iwipedmytears..

Him:QondisiwekukhonaekumeleSikhulumengakho(Qondisiwethere'ssomethingthat

weneedtotalkabout)

Myphonestartedringing,Ilookedatit.Ididn'trecognizethenumber..

Me:Ngicelaukuphendula(MayItakethiscall)

Imovedawayandanswered..

Me:Hello?

Voice:I'm onmywaytoJohannesburg

Irecognizethisvoice..

Him:TheAkerbeinghereit'smyfault,I'm comingdowntheretohelpyou.Helpyouget

ridofher

ItwasMakhosi..

Me:Everythingisgoingbad,Idon'tknowwhattodoit's..

Him:IknowandIunderstand,that'swhyI'm coming

Me:Howdidyougetmynumber?

Him:Ntsika,hecalledmebecausehe'sworriedaboutyou.Hefeelslikeyoudistantever



sinceyouguyscamebacktoJohannesburg

Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:Ntsika

Him:Everythingisgoingtoworkoutwell

Me:Interestme,howdowegetridofher?

Him:Wearegoingtousewhatsheismostscaredof

Me:She'sscaredofsomething?

Him:Theriver,theonlywaytofighteviliswithgood.Akeristheevilthatyoudon'thave,

andyouthegoodthatshedoesn'thave.TheIndoniyamanziriverispure,that'sAker's

doom

Me:Theriver

Him:YouaretheDalla,thecreatureofnature.QondisiweyounotonlyaGuardian,you

aretheriver.Iftheriverdies,youdie.That'swhyTheAkerwantstokilltheexistenceof

therivertopermanentlygetridofyouifnotturnitevil

Iturnedaroundandlookedattheriver,Ithenlookedatmypendent..

King:Qondisiwe

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ngiyaxolisakumelengihambe(I'm sorry,Ihavetogo)

IhungupandmademywaytoKhabo..

______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Iopenedthedoor,itwasmyMotherandBusi.TheywerewithManqoba..

Me:Goodmorning

Theygreetedmeback...

Me:Whatareyouguysdoinghere?

Ma:ImadeapromisetoQondisiwethattomorrowI'llattendherSister'swedding,thisis



mekeepingmypromise

Theywalkedin..

Me:I..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Ma:Iwashopingthatyoucouldaccommodateus

Me:Ofcourse..Youguysarewelcome

IlookedatManqoba,heshruggedhisshoulders..

___________

QONDISIWE

Khabo:Sodoyouwannatalkaboutit?

Ilookedather..

Her:Whateveritisthatisbotheringyou,doyouwanttotalkaboutit?

Me:I'drathernot

(Silence)

Khabo:Ourlivesweresosimpleonceuponatime,how didthingsgetsomessy?

Everythingisamessand..Idon'tknowbutImissthatsimplelife.JustYou,Me,Mom,

andthekids

Iheldherhand...

Me:Imissittoobutunfortunatelythisisourlifenowandweneedtofixeverythingthat

isbroken..Everythingisgoingtobeokay,Ipromise

.
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NTSIKAYEZWE

Iwassittingoutsideatthebackwithmylittlebrother..

Him:ThingsgoodbetweenyouandQondisiwe?



Me:Notatall..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:She'sabitdistant,allthetimewhenthathappenssomethingiswrong.Ihopethis

timearoundshewon'tbesleepingwithherex

Him:Haveyoutriedtalkingtoher?Askingherwhat'swrong?

Me:NoIhaven't

Him:Maybeyoushouldotherthanjustbeingquiettoo

Me:Youthink?

Him:Yeah..I'm noexpertbutwhensomeoneisquiet,theymostlygoingthroughthe

mostwaitingforsomeonetoreachout

Me:I'lltalktohertomorrowatthewedding

Him:That'sagoodidea

Me:Howcomeyoustillsingle?

Hechuckled..

Him:I'm stilllooking

Me:I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyousomething

Him:Yeah?

Me:Wouldlikeyoutoteachatmyschool,Maths

Him:WhendoIstart?

Me:Monday..Justtokeepbusy

Him:Howmuchareyoupayingme?

Me:Yourich,youdon'tneedtogetpaid

Him:I'llbeworking,Ineedtogetpaid

Me:I'llmakesureacontractisdrafted,ifyouwannagetpaidthenI'llneedyoutosubmit

yourCVandqualifications



Him:YouofferedmethejobIdidn'taskyouforit

Me:I'm justjokingMan

____________

QONDISIWE

Iwaspacingupanddownatthekitchenwaitingforhim tocall,hetoldmehewillcall

whenthetaxiisatthegate.Ihaven'tspokentoLungisaaboutMakhosistayinghere,but

Ihopethathewon'tmind..IfinallygotanSmsfrom him,I'm gladthedirectionsItexted

him didn'tgethim lost.Iopenedthedoorandwalkedouttogethim,hewasstandingat

thegatewithhisluggage..

Me:Whatdidyoutelltheking?

Iopened..

Him:Justalongboringstory

Me:I'm gladyouhere

Ihelpedhim withhisluggage..

Me:WeneedtogetthisthingdonesoIcangobacktomylife

Him:Itwon'tbethateasythough,Akerwon'tgodownwithoutafight

Me:I'm prepared

Iopenedthedoorandwewalkedin..

Me:Welcome

Him:Thankyou

Wemadeourwayupstairsbuthestoppednexttothecoffeetableinthelounge..

Him:Somethinghappenedhere

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Alifewastakeninthisveryroom

Isighed,helookedatme..

Him:Whathappened?



Me:It'salongstory

Him:Letmeseeyourhands

Iputeverythingdown,heheldmyhands..

Heshookhishead..

Me:What?

Him:Youhelpedtocoverupamurder,yourhandsheldadeadpersonadeaththatwas

notnatural

Me:It'salongstorythatIdon'twanttoexplain

Him:Youshouldbecausethisisserious,youshouldn'tbedoingsuchthingsit'snotyou.

It'snotwhoyouare..

Heheldmypendent..

Him:Theriver,it'sunclean

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Whatdidyoudo?

Khabo:Qondisiwe

Welookedather,shewaswalkingdownthestairs..

Me:ThisismyfriendthatIwastellingyouabout

Khabo:Helooks...

Seer:I'm aseer

Khabo:Likeaseer

TheseerstretchedhishandtoKhabo..

Khabo:Khabo

Khabostretchedhishandtohim..

Him:Thankyouforallowingmetostayhere

Khabo:Youwelcome



Me:I'llshowyoutotheguestroom

Seer:Thankyou

Wewalkedupstairstotheguestroom..

Seer:Yoursister,shehasbloodinherhands

Me:It'salongstorytrustme

Seer:It'salongstorythattheAkertookadvantageof

Me:Huh?

Him:Youtwowenttotheriverthismorningforacleansingright?

Inodded..

Him:Itwasnotdonefortherightreasons,whenyoucleansedheryouopenedaportal

thatconnectedyoutoAker.Youdidn'tcleansebutyouhelpedAkertobringbacktolife

someonewhohadalreadypassedon

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:Shereallydidn'tcomebacktolife,sheisashadow.uyisithunzela,becauseas

muchasherdeathwasprematurebutshehaddied.Whatcamebackisjustashadow

Isatonthebed..

Me:Thisisgettingtougher..Howdowegetthewatertobepureagain?

Him:Youneedtogototheriver,youneedtoconnectwiththeriver

Me:Wecandothat

Him:Idon'tthinkyouunderstand,youneedtogothereandbeundertheriverforatleast

3days.Theriverwilldetermineifitwillbringyoubackortakeyou

Ithoughtaboutit..

Me:Whyme?Whydidithavetobeme?

Him:Weallhavedestinies,otherstheirdestinyismuchgreaterthat'show lifehas

intendedittobe

Me:Ijustwannabedonewitheverything



Him:YouwillIpromise

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Me:Sindi?

Her:IhopeIdidn'tcomeatthewrongtime

Me:Notatall..Pleasecomein

Shemadeherwayin..

Me:Howareyou?

Her:I'm wellandhowareyou?

Me:I'm welltoo

Shetookadeepbreath..

Her:I'veconsideredyouroffer,Iwannatakeit

Me:Myoffer?

Her:Theportion

Me:Ohwyesthat

Her:Itstillstandsright?

Me:Well..There'safewchanges

Her:Whatchanges?

Me:Don'tworryI'llsortyouout

Her:Ihopeso

Me:Don'tworryI'llfindaway

Her:Thankyou

Me:Caretojoinmeforadrink?

Her:I'dlovetoo,thankyou



Me:Pleasefollowme

Shefollowedme..

____________

QONDISIWE

Khabo:Whatishappening?

Me:With?

Her:Yournewfriend?

Me:He'sjustheretohelpus

Her:OhwIsee

Me:Goingsomewhere?

Her:YesI'm meetingLungiwegoingtochecktheplaceandifeverythingisgoingwell

Me:Okaythat'sgood

Her:Usuallypeopleshouldbegoingupanddownbut-

Me:It'sokayjustmakesurethateverythingissetwellfortomorrow

Her:I'lldothat

Ihuggedher..

Me:Everythingisgoingtobefine

Her:Iprayeverythinggoeswell

Me:Ipromise

Myphonebeeped..Ibrokethehugandcheckedit.Itwasamessagefrom Ntsikatelling

methathisMom arrivedtoday,Ihadtotallyforgottenaboutthat..

Khabo:Whatisit?

Me:Ntsika'smotherwillbecomingtomorrowforthewedding

Khabo:TheQueen?



Me:Yes

Her:Wow..Maybetheweddingwon'tbethatbadtomorrow

Me:Exactly

Her:Okayletmego

Me:Seeyoulater

Her:Bye

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)

Ican'ttouchIbanathibutIcandosomethingtoSindi,IneedtohelphersitthatIbanathi

canfallinlovewithher.Theonlywaytodothatistocomeupwithsomethingthatwill

makehim seeherinadifferentway,thesamewaythatheseesQondisiwe.That'sthe

onlywayhe'sgoingtofallinlovewithher..

.

Tobecontinued

[31/03,23:21]+27747280238:72

QONDISIWE

[WEDDINGDAY]

Iam sogladthatAkhonaandHappycametothewedding,it'sbeenawhile.Wewereall

inthebedroom helpingKhabo,Bettywasheretoo.BettyandIweareherBride'smaids..

Makeupartist:Stoptalking,wewon'tfinish

Khabo:Sorry

Theweddingwillbeatthegarden,justfamily,closefriendsandLungi'scolleagues.

TheSeerwasatthegardentryingtoprotecttheplacefrom evilandalsowelcoming

guests..

IlookedatAkhonaandHappy..

Me:Thankyouforcomingguys



Happy:Noproblem

Akhona:Ievenbroughtyousomeschoolworktocatchupon

Me:Iappreciatethat,thankyouverymuch

Khabo:Whattimeisit?

Me:Weleftwithahour

Betty:Weshouldpraybeforeweleave

Akhona:That'sagoodidea

BettyandIwewereready,wewerewearingwhitedressestoo.Khabowantedtogowith

allwhite,LungiandhisPeoplewe'llbewearingblackandred..

Thedecorisred&white.Ireallydidn'tthinkthatweweregoingtopullthisoffinsucha

shortspaceoftime,Khabohadaskedmetowalkherdowntheaisle..

___________

LUNGISA

Me:Ibanathidoyouhavetherings?

Ibanathi:YesIdo...RelaxBro

Mybestfriendcouldn'tflydowntoSAformywedding,hisflightwascanceled.Butat

leastIhaveIbanathiandhisfriendsCJasmybestMen..

Ibanathi:IfDadwashere,hewouldbeproud

Me:Youthink?

Him:Iknowhewould

CJ:WellgentlemenIthinkweshouldgodown

Helookedatus..

CJ:Areyouready?

Ibanathi:Weready

CJ:Let'sgothen,Isawafewguestscomingin



Me:Let'sgoboys

Weallmadeourwaydownstairs.Thewholeweddingisgoingtobeatourhouse,even

thereception..

_____________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Ilookedatthetime..

Iknockedattheguestroom again..

Me:Ma?

Mom:Wecoming

Me:Wegoingtobelate

Busi:Wealmostdone

Manqobamadehiswaytome..

Manqoba:Thecarisready

Me:MaandBusiaredelaying

Manqobawasabouttoknockwhenthedooropened..

Mom:Wecangonow

Manqoba:Wow,thisisacrimeyoucan'toutshinethebride

Mom:I'm sureshewilllookbeautiful

Me:YoulookbeautifulMa,andyoulittlesis

Ma:Thankyou

Busi:Let'sgothen

Wemadeourwaytothecar..

_________________

LORRAINE(AKER)



Ihandedheraglassofwater..

Me:Areyouokay?

Sindinodded...

Me:ThestonethatIgaveyoutoswallow isverypowerful,I'm sorryyouexperiencing

nasuea

Sindi:Ishouldsitdown

ImadeSinditoswallowaredstonethatIhadblessed.Thisstonewillovershadowher

Sindi'sheartitwillmakeherpumpthesameheartthatIbanathifellinlovewith.Which

wasQondisiwe's.HewillbeblindtoQondisiwe,andhewillseeQondisiweinSindi....

Ihopethisworks,ittakesadaytowork.Tomorrowwhenhewakesuphemighteven

askhertomarryhim...

Nokstookoffhe'dshoes...

Noks:Imightaswelljustundress,wegoingtobelate

Me:Patience,wewillgettothewedding

Noks:Letmegetmyselfaglassofwine

Sindi:Shouldyoubedrinkinginyourstate?

Noks:TrustmeIshould

Shestoodupandwenttopourherselfaglassofwine

_____________

QONDISIWE

Happycameback..

Happy:Itseemslikeeveryonewhohastobehere,ishere

Khabo:Howmanyguestsarehere?

Happy:Maybe25or30

Khabo:Ididn'texpectsomanypeople

Akhona:Girlthisisnothing



Happy:Akhonaweshouldgodown

Akhona:Wewillseeyouguys

Me:Okay

Theyleft..

IlookedatKhabo..

Me:Youlookbeautiful

Herdresswaswhite,withsomesilverdecorationaroundherbreastarea.Hershoes

weresilver&white..

Shelookedatherselfinthemirror..

Khabo:It'shappening,I'm gettingmarriedtoday

Me:Mom wouldbeproud

Khabonodded..

Makeup:Pleasedon'tcryandruinmymakeup

Khabo:I'lltrynottoo

Me:Let'sprayagainbeforewego

Iheldherhandsandthenweprayed..

_______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

Iwasrelievedthatwewerenotthatlate,thebridehasn'twalkeddowntheaisle..

Ma:Theirhouseisverybeautiful

Busi:Itisindeed

Ma:Aretheyrich?

Me:Thesoontobehusbandiswellfinancialstable,heisaCEOathisfamily'scompany

Ma:Isee..Thisisbeautiful



Manqoba:Seer?

Ma:What?

Hewalkeduptous..

Seer:Ndlovukazi

Hebowedalittle...

Ma:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Iwasheretoblessthewedding,Qondisiwecalledmetocomedown

Me:Whydidn'tyousay?

Seer:Ithoughtitwasn'timportant

Ma:WhatdidtheKingsay?

Seer:Ididn'ttellhim thetruth,hewouldn'thaveletmecome.Ihadtocome,Qondisiwe

isagoodfriendofminenow

Ma:Wellwewillkeepyoursecret

Seer:Thankyou

Manqoba:Weshouldgoandsitdown

Wemadeourwaytothegarden,wefoundandemptyrow andsatdown.Ilookedat

Ibanathi,helookedatmetoo.Icouldtellthathewasnotpleasedwithmebeinghere,

anythingtoirritatehim I'dtakeit....

____________

KHABONINA

Qondisiwegavemethebouquetofflowers..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Let'sgo

Iputmyhandunderherarm thenwemadeourwaydownstairs.

Ilikedthedecoration,aredcarpetwaslaidonthestairs.TheladiesIhireddidagood

job.Thecarpetextendedtothegarden,wherethemostbeautywas.Whenwestoodat



thedoor,thereverendinstructedeveryonetostandup.Everyonestoodup.Ididn't

expectsoomuchguests.Theyallstucktothetheme..

Qondisiwe:WowtheQueenandPrincessreallycame?

Me:Wherearethey?

Her:Theysittingthere

IsawNtsikathenIranmyeyesinhisrowandsawhisMother.

Me:She'sbeautiful

Her:Very

Me:Shemustbefondofyou,toleaveherkingdom anddutiestocomehere

Me:She'saveryniceperson

Thebandstartedwiththesong"Herecomesthebride)

QondisiweandIstartedwalkingdowntheAisle..

Her:Atleastthewitchisnothere

Me:Theweddingmightjustbeperfect

Whenwegottothefront,shehandedmetoLungisa..

Lungi:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Youlookhandsome

Iwasn'twearingaveil,BettysaidsinceIhavekidsI'm notsupposedtoputonone..

Everyonesatdown..

Rev:WeareallgatheredhereintheholymatrimonyofLungisaBiyelaandKhabonina

Langa

Lungismiledatme..

Rev:Wewillopentheceremonywithaprayer

Weallclosedoureyesasheprayeduntilhewasdone..

Rev:WhatGodhasreunited,nomanshallseparate



Ican'tbelievethatweweredoingthis,weweregettingmarried...

Rev:I'm surethattheCouplehasvowstosaytoeachother

TheygaveLungithemic..

Him:Firstofallyoulookbeautiful

Ismiled..

Me:Thankyou

Him:AfewyearsagoIwasinatoxicrelationship,Ihadgivenuponlove.Ineverknew

thattrueloveexisteduntilyoucameintomylife.Ifellinlovewithyoutheveryfirsttime

whenIsaw you,andhonestlyspeakingIneverthoughtthatwewouldbeheretoday.

Thankyouforrespectingme,lovingme,supportingme,andbeinghonestwithme.Iam

preparedtospendtherestofmylifewithyou,Iloveyou

Hepassedmethemic..

Me:Wow..HowdoItopthat?

Everyonelaughed..

Me:WhenIfirstmetyou,youhadcometomyhouse.Whatreallytookmewashow

comfortableyouwerewithus,Ididn'tunderstandwhysomeonelikeyouwouldfind

comfortwithpeoplelikeus.Wewereverypoorbutthatdidn'tmatterinyoureyes.Ihad

tworelationshipspriortothisoneandtheyneverworked.Ihadgivenuponlove

becauseIthoughtallMenwerethesame,untilyouwalkedintomylife

Ifoughtbacktears...

Me:Iwasinaverydarkplacean-

Isawhim movinghiseyestothedoor,hiseyeswidened.ImovedminetooandIwasn't

preparedforthis.Lorraine,Noks,andSindiwalkedin.IdroppedtheMicasmyeyes

landedonNoksandherbigtummy.Thewholegardenstartedspinning,myheart

skippedalotofbeats.Mythroatclosedupandmywholebodystartedtrembling.I

lookedatQondisiwe,shelookedatmetoo.Shewasalsoshocked.Theysatdownatthe

frontrow,Nokshadthissmirkonherface.Sheputherhandonhertummy.Howisthis

possible?We..Sheisdead!!Sheshouldn'tbehere.IlookedatLungi,hewasmumbling

something.Icouldn'thearwhathewassaying.Mybodybecameweak,ifIdon'tgetout

ofhere,Imightjustcollapse..



Qondisiwemadeherwaytome,shestoodbehindme.Shetookoffhernecklaceand

putitaroundmyneck,sheturnedmearoundandthenputoneofmyMother'sbracelets

aroundmyarm..Shehuggedme..

Me:Howisthispossible?

Qondi:MynecklacegivesmestrengthwhenIfeelweak,thatbraceletshouldremindyou

ofwhoyouare.YouareBawinile'sdaughter,thestrongestwomanever.Youneedtodo

this,wewilldealwiththelatterlater.Shebrokethehug..

Qondi:I'llstandherenexttoyou

Shestoodnexttome,blockingmyviewofseeingNoks..

Lungi:Areyouokay?

Inodded..Qondipickedupthemic..

Lungi:I'm sorryIdidn'tknowtheywouldcome

I'm surethisisalsohardonhim..

QondihandedmetheMic..

Me:AllthatIwastryingtosaywasthat..Iloveyouandthankyouforchoosingme,Iam

preparedtospendtherestofmylifewithyoutoo

Rev:Ringsplease

Ibanathibroughttherings..

Iba:ShouldIescortthem out?

Lungi:Yesplease

Me:No...It'smyweddingday,Iwon'tletthem ruinit

TheRevgaveustherings..

Rev:LungisaBiyeladoyoutakethiswoman,tobeyourlawfulweddedwife.Doyou

promisetoloveheringoodandbadtimes?Sicknessandinhealth?Untildeathdoyou

apart?

Lungi:Ido

Heputslidtheringin..



Rev:KhaboninaLangadoyoutakethismantobeyourlawfulweddedhusband?Doyou

promisetolovehim ingoodandbadtimes?Insicknessandinhealth?Untildeathdo

youapart?

Me:Ido

Islidtheringin..

Rev:Inowpronounceyouhusbandandwife,youmaynowthekissthebride

Hewalkedclosertomeandputhishandsonmycheeks,hethenkissedmeaseveryone

stoodupandstartedclapping..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

[WEDDINGPARTTWO]

Aftertheceremonytheguestswentinsidetothereceptionwhilstthebrideandgroom

remainedtotakeafewpictures.KhabogavemebackmynecklaceandIworeit,thenI

wenttohaveawordwithMakhosi..

Me:Thatladyissupposedtobedead

Makhosi:She'sashadow

Me:Howisitthatshecanbeseen?

Him:WedealingwithTheAkerhere,everythingispossible

Me:TheAker?She'saround?

Him:Ibelieveso,ifthatladyisashadowthatmeansAkerisclose

Me:Ican'tseeheranywhere

Him:Sheisusingsomeone'sbodyasavessel

Me:Canshedothat



Him:AsI'vesaid,she'stheAker

Me:Howdowefindher?

Him:Youwillknow

Me:IneedtogoandgreettheQueen,wewilltalklater..Khabomustneverfindout

aboutthis

Him:Mylipsaresealed

IwalkedovertoNtsikaandhisfamily..

Queen:Andtheresheis

Shehuggedme..

Her:Youlooknice

Me:Thankyou..Youlooknicetoo

Busi:Hi

Me:Hey

Shehuggedmetoo..

Me:Ilikeyourdress

Busi:Thankyouverymuch

Manqoba:Qondisiwe

Me:Manqoba

IturnedtoNtsika..

Me:Youlookinggood

Him:Youtoo

Thingsbetweenusaren'tgood,I'vebeendealingwithalotlatelyandIkindofpushed

him awayabit..

Manqoba:Madon'tyouwannasitdownabit?

Queen:Yesplease..Let'sgotothetable



ManqobaandBusifollowedher,givingmeandNtsikasomeprivacy...

Me:Doyouwannatakeawalkoutside?

Him:Idon'tseewhyweshouldn't

WewalkedtothedoorwhenIfeltsomeonetouchingmyarm,IturnedanditwasSindi..

Her:Qondi

Me:Sindi

Her:Youlookgood

Me:Youlookgoodtoo

Her:Thankyou

(Silence)

Me:Iwasgoingoutforawalkdidyouwantsomething?

Her:Nouhm..Justwantedtogreetyou

Me:OhwIsee

Her:Maybesometimewecanuhm..Maybewec-

Lorraineshowedup..

Her:Sindi

Sindi:Lorraine

Lorraine:Qondisiwe

Me:Lorraine

Lorraine:Notevenahug?

Iwentandhuggedher,shefeltverycold.Coldasice.Itdawnedonmethattheonly

personwhocanbethiscold,isTheAker..

Shebrokethehug,Ilookedather..

Me:Ohhmyword



Lorraine:Goodseeingyouagain

Sheputherarm overSindi'sshouldersthentheywalkedaway..Iturnedandlookedat

Ntsika..

Me:Raincheckonthatwalk?

Him:Areyoukiddingme?

Me:Iknowthingsarenotgoodbetweenusbut..Ihavetoattendtosomething

Hechuckled..

Him:Yeahwhatever

Hewalkedbacktohisfamily,IwenttoMakhosi..

___________

KHABONINA

Photographer:Onelastpicture

Hetookthepicture,Nokswassittingonachairjustclosetous..

Me:ThankyouverymuchIthinkwehaveenoughpictures

Thephotographernoddedandwalkedaway,Noksmadeherwaytous..

Her:Itwasabeautifulceremony

Webothdidn'tsayanything..

Her:Khaboyoulooknice

Me:Thankyou

Noks:Lungicouldyoupleasegiveussomespace?

Lungilookedatme,Inodded..

Lungi:I'llbeinside

Hewalkedinside..

Noks:Lookatyouwithawhitedressandeverything



Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:Don'tworry..Yoursecretissafewithme

Me:Whatsecret?

Her:Ohhplease..Don'tgivemethat

Ilookedather..

Her:Pushingme,wrappingmewithaplastic.Stuffingmybodyinaluggagethen

throwingmybodyinthatriver

Me:Howareyoustillalive?

Her:Ihavemanylives,I'm likeacat

LorraineandSindiwalkeduptous..

Lorraine:Khabo..Lookatyou

Me:Lorraine

Her:Don'tlooksodisappointed

Noks:Shegavemethatlooktoo,forsomeonewhojustgotmarriedthatlookisvery

sour

Sindi:Heysis

Irolledmyeyesandwalkedbacktothehouse..

Sindi:Shestillhatesme

Noks:Shehateseveryone

Lorraine:Let'sallgobackinside

___________

QONDISIWE

Ibanathitookthemic..

Iba:Canweallsettledown

Seer:Let'sgoandsitdown,wewilltalkaboutthislater



WewentandjoinedtheMkhizefamily,IsatnexttoNtsika..Heleanedoverand

whisperedinmyear..

Him:Youspendmoretimewiththeseerthanyoudowithme?

Me:Jealous?

Him:Abit

Ilaughed..

Me:I'm sorry

Him:Ijustmissmygirlfriend

Me:Tellyouwhat?MaybelateronIcancomeforasleepover

Him:Nowwetalking

Heheldmyhand..

Iba:Iwannastartoffbysayingthankyoutoeveryonewhowasabletoattendthe

wedding

Ntsikakissedmeonmyneck..

Me:Behaveyourself

Him:Ijustwannairritatehim

Me:Yourmom ishere,thisbehaviourisinappropriate

Him:Sheknowsthatwedatingandthatwefucking

IlaughedoutLoud,everyonelookedatme..

Me:Sorry

Iputmyhandovermymouth..

Ibanathilookedatme..

Iba:YouknowIwasgoingtofollowinmyBrother'sshoes.Maybegettingmarriedtoo

someday.Iwasonceinlovewiththisothergirlwhowasinnocent.Innocent,beautiful

andveryhumble..MatteroffactIam hervirginbreaker,Iwantedtomarryheroneday.

Someday



Me:Herewego

Iba:Here'sthethingnevertrustinnocentlookinggirls,theyaretheworst.Yeahtheyhide

behindthatinnocencebutunderneaththeyrottentothecore!!Isayfuckthatshit!!

Queen:Whosechildisthis?

Ntsika:That'sLungi'sbrother

Queen:Norespectatallwhatsoever

Iba:Itrulylovedher,yeahIdid.Whatdidshedowiththatlove?Shewentandhadan

abortion!!!

Ntsikaletgoofmyhand..

Khabogotupandwenttohim..

Iba:Beautifulandinnocent,shewentandkilledmybabywithouteventellingme!!

Khabo:That'senough,thankyouverymuchIbanathi

Khabotriedtotakethemicfrom him butheprotested..

Khabo:Don'tdothis..

Iba:Why?Becauseit'syoursister..Youknowhere'sthethingwithyouLangagirls,you

aredirtytothecore

Lorraine:Letmybabyspeak!!!

Thiswasgettingembarrassing,Sindigotupandwenttothem...

Sindi:Iba..

Khabo:Takeyourboyfriend

Sindi:Let'sgo

IbanathipushedSindi,Sindifell..

Iba:Don'tfuckentouchme!!

Queen:Ithinkweshouldleave,thisis..Thisisgettingoutofhand

Ntsika:Goodidea



Theyallstoodup..

Iba:Ohwwhatdoyouknow,wehavetheMkhizefamilyherewithus

Khabo:Iba!!

Iba:IsthatyourMom?Heyguyslisten..Wehavearoyalfamilyinourmist,I'm thinking

that'stheQueen..HowdoyoudoyourMajesty,onewoulddenythatyouhavewhat?5

boys??Howdoyoudoit?I'm sureyoustillverytightunderthere

NtsikamadehiswaytoIbanathi,theQueenheldhim back..

Queen:Let'sgo

Me:I'm sosorry

Iba:Ohhtheresheis,myex..EveryonegiveitupforQondisiwe,Ihopeyouwillcleanse

yoursoulfrom killingmybaby..Sheevensleptwithmewhileshewasstillinthe

relationshipwiththePrince,that'showshefellpregnant.Afterabortingshemadeher

waytotheMkhizevillagetosleepwithherPrinceafewdaysaftertheabortion..Iam

notroyalty,butQueenI'm surethat'sunacceptableright?

TheQueenstoppedandlookedatme,Ididn'tknowwhattodo...

Busi:Wow!!!

Iba:Shemovedfrom metoaprince,I'm tellingyouguystheLangasistersarethe

biggesthoesinhistory.Onejustmarriedmybrotherandonewasdatingmethen

upgradedanddatedaPrince...Ntsikawatchoutshemightleaveyouforyourfatherthe

Kingoryourotherbrothers

Manqobalostit,hechargedatIbanathiandstartedpunchinghim senseless..Theyboth

fellastheytookturnsinpunchingeachother..

Queen:Manqoba!!

NtsikawalkedovertogetManqoba,LungialsostoodupandwenttogethisBrother.

Theybothbumpedintoeachother..

Lungi:Watchwereyougoing

Ntsika:Youbumpedintomefirst

LungipushedNtsika..



Lungi:YourPrincestatusmightworkathomebuthere,younothing!!

NtsikalaughedandwenttogetManqoba...

Ntsika:Manqobathat'senough!

Manqoba:IfyouusedtodisrespectingyourMother,youwillnotdisrespectmine!The

nexttimeyoutalkaboutmyMother,it'llbeyourlastday

Ibanathilaughed..

Ntsika:Let'sgo!!

Theywalkedaway..

TheQueenlookedatmeandsmiledalittle,whilstshakingherhead..

Busi:Woow!!!

Ntsika:Seerweleaving

Seer:YesmyPrince

Theyallwalkedout..

Khabo:AreyouseriousIbanathi?Onmyweddingday??

IlookedatIbanathi,heblewmeakisswhilstwipingthebloodfrom hisnose.Ilookedat

Lorraine,sheraisedherglassofchampagnetome..

Lorraine:Cheers

Ipickedupmydressalittleandranupstairs..

Sindi:Qondisiwewait..

Khabo:Thatisit!!Everyonegetout!!Thereceptioniscanceled!!Iwanteveryonetoleave

mydamnhouse!!Getout!!!

.

Tobecontinued
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NTSIKAYEZWE



Temperswereflaring,IknewIbanathiwasshitbuttodisrespectmyMotherlikethat?

Talkingaboutshehas5boysshemustbestiltightunderthere.Inreverseshecalledmy

Mom loose..

Ma:Everyoneshouldcalm down

Manqoba:I'm notcalmingdown!ThenexttimeIseehim,it'llbeinacoffinathisfuneral.

I'llpayingmylastrespecttohim!

Ma:ThisboyitClearyshowsthathedoesn'thaverespect.Hewasnevertaughtrespect,

beatinghim won'tmakehim wakeuptomorrowandlearnhowrespectothers

Busi:I'm surprisedQondisiwedatedhim,shelookslikeasmartgirltodatesuchguys

Ma:Peopledon'tcomewithmanuals,youcanbeinarelationshipwithsomeoneandat

firsttheylookgoodonlyforthem torevealtheircoloursatalaterstage

Herphonerang..

Her:It'sDad,Ihavetotakethis

Shewalkedupstairs..

TheSeerpulledmetotheside..

Him:Ihopethiswon'tcolourQondisiwebad

Me:Qondisiweisverydishonest,itwouldhavemadeabitofdifferenceifshetoldme

aboutthis..Abouttheabortion

Him:WhenImetQondisiweIwould'vepickeditupifshehadanabortion,shedidn't

Me:Whywouldhejustlieaboutthat,Qondisiwewasinhospital

Him:Thisboysheseemslikeheisusedtogettingwhathewants,hecouldn'tget

QondisiweandIseethisasretaliationnothingmore

Me:I'llwaitforhertoexplain

Him:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething,butIneedtotrustyoufirst

Me:Whatisit?

Him:Qondisiweisaprincessfrom theZikhalivillage,shedoesn'tknow thoughthat

she'saprincess



Ilookedathim andlaughed..

Me:Qondisiwewould'vetoldme

Him:How canshetellyouthatshe'sfrom theZikhalivillage?TheMkhizesandthe

Ngwanesareswornenemies.WhenyoulookatQondisiweshe'saperfectdescriptionof

QueenNowisa

Me:Thiscan'tbetrue,youjokingright?

Him:Manqobacanattesttothat

Me:Howcanshelietomelikethat?

Him:Shedidn'tlie,shejustdidn'ttellyou.That'swhyshehasbeendistant,shewas

tryingtopushyouawaytoprotectyou.LookNtsikaIknow how thisseemsbut

Qondisiwehasnobadintentions,yourunionwithherisjusttryingtobringpeace

betweenthetwotribes

IlookedatManqoba..

Me:Excuseme

Him:I'llbegoingbacktoher,sheneedsmyhelp.She'sfacingaverytoughbattle

Me:Whyisn'tshetheonetellingmeeverything?

Her:Thisisnotsomethingyoujusttalkaboutconfidently

Me:Thenwhyaretheonetellingme?

Him:Togiveyouenoughtimetothinkaboutit,makeadecisionifyouwanttobewith

herornot.Beingwithhermeansbeingyourfather'senemy

Me:I'm notgoingtobehisenemy,he'sjustgoingtokillusboth

Him:Hecan'tdothat

Me:Yeshecan

Him:YouthefutureKing,hecan'tkillyouevenifhewantedtoo..Notonlyareyouthe

futureKingbutyoualsohisSon,aSonthathelovesdearly

Me:Myfathernevergoesbackonhisword,hiswordishislaw.Hewillchargeuswith

treasonandputustodeathandallthosewhoknewaboutthisandkeptquietaboutit.



Thankyouformakingmeanaccompliceinthiswholelie

___________

QONDISIWE

Sindi:I'm sosorryQondi,Ibanathihadnorighttodothat

Me:WhatdidIeverdotohim?Whycan'thejustleavemealone?

Sindi:AkiesSisi

ThedooropenedandKhabowalkedin..

Khabo:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sindi:IjustwantedtomakesurethatQondiisokay

Khabo:Noyoujustheretogloat

Sindi:That'snottrue

Khabo:Itistrue!YouthesamepersonwhosleptwithherBoyfriendandrightnowyou

tryingtotellmethatyouheretoconsoleher?

Sindi:Iknowthatyoudon'ttrustme,IknowthatI'vedonealotofthingstomakeyou

nottotrustme.BelievemeKhabo,IcareaboutQondisiwe.She'smylittlesister

Khabo:WherewasthatcarewhenyoutookIbanathi?Don'tbestandinghereand

chattingshitSindiwhileyouthesamepersonwhoislaughingwithourenemies!

Sindi:MaybeIshouldleave

Me:Pleasedoanddon'tevercomeback

Sindiwalkedout,Khaboclickedhertongue.Shewalkedtomyclosetandthencame

backwithmytracksuit,shethrewitatme..

Him:Let'sgo

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Her:Foryoutotellyoursideofthestory

Me:Khabo

Her:YouaregoingtotellNtsikathetruth,nothingbuttruth.Hewilldecideforhimselfif



hestillwantstobewithyou

Shewalkedtothedoor..

Her:I'm goingtochangetoo,hurryup

_________

IBANATHI

Mom:Heredrinkthis

Itooktheglassofwaterfrom her,shesatnexttome...

Her:Whatyoudidnotwrong,butwhereyoudiditwaswrong.ThisisyourBrother's

weddingandyouturneditintoacircus

Me:Qondisiwehadthenervetobringhim hereandthenrubbeditinmyfacejustlike

that!Thatwasdisrespectful,notevenoncehasshegivenmeanyexplanationabout

whysheaborted

Ma:ItwasnotaboutQondisiwe,itwasaboutLungiandKhabo

Lungimadehiswaytous..

Me:Lungi..

Him:Ithinkyoushouldleave

Me:Ididn'tmeanforallofthattohappen

Him:Youneverdo,IwasgonnaleavemychairandcometeachyoualessonbutI

respectedyouenoughnottoembarrassyouinfrontofyour"enemies"butnow they

goneandthere'snothingstopingmefrom kickingyourasssoIsuggestyouleave!

Iputtheglassdown..

Me:Fine..

Mom:I'llcallyou

Igotupandleft....

___________

NOKUTHULA



IwentuptoLungi..

Me:Ineedtotalktoyou

Him:Aboutwhat?

Me:Abouteverything

Him:Talk

Me:Ididn'taskforthisokay,Ialsodidn'tknowthatyouandIwewere...AllI'm sayingis

thatthishasaffectedmetoothesamewayithasaffectedyou,soforyoutobelikethis

withmeit'snotright.Ididn'tmakethisbabyonmyown,wedidn'tknow.Theperson

whodidthis...

IlookedatLorraine..

Me:Lorrainediditforwhateverreason,butpleasedon'tlookatmeandseemeasan

enemybecauseI'm notanenemy,I'm avictim too!!!!

___________

QONDISIWE

Khabo:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Ithinkso

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis,butKhaboisright.IneedtotellNtsikaeverything,

hehastodecidethenforhimselfifhestillwannabeinarelationshipwithmeornot.

Evenifhesaysno,it'sokay.There'stoomuchforcesagainstourrelationship,the

biggestonebeinghisfatherandthethrone.

.
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QONDISIWE

Wehadabitofaproblem withtheguardsatthegate,theyhadtocallinandaskifthey

canopenforus.IthoughtthatNtsikawouldn'twanttoopenforus,buthedidinform the



guardstoletusin.WecameherewithanUber.Thiswasdifficult,atsomepointI

wantedtotellKhabothatweshouldturnbackandleave,butIneedtodothis.Iowehim

thetruth,nothingbutthetruth..Theguardopenedthedoorandletusin.Wewalkedto

thelivingroom,theyweresittingatthetablehavingdinner.Theirnicechatseizedwhen

weappearedIlookedatthem..

Me:Go..Goodevening

NooneansweredexceptfortheQueen..

Her:Goodevening

Me:Sorrytojustbudgeinlikethis,IwashopingtotalktoNtsika

Busi:Wehavingdinner

Queen:Busi..

ShelookedatNtsika..

Ntsika:I'llberightback

Queen:Khaboright?

Khabo:Yes

Queen:Pleasejoinus

Khabo:Idon'twannaim-

Queen:Iinsist

Khabowalkeduptothem andsatdown..

Ntsika:Garden?

WeleftandwenttotheGarden..

Me:NtsikaIneverhadanabortion

Him:Whywouldhelieonyou?

Me:WetalkingaboutIbanathihere,yeswedidn'tuseprotectionbutIdranksomething

thatmy..MyAuntgavemesomethingthesamedayanditmademebleedsomuchthat

Iwasadmitted.IfthatiscalledabortionthenIam guilty



Him:Qondi..

Me:Pleaseletmefinish

Him:Goahead

Me:Iloveyouokay?Iloveyouverymuch.IloveyousomuchthatIcan'tkeeponlyingto

you

Hefoldedhisarms..

Me:I..IwasbornandbredattheZikhalivillage,Iam aGuardian.Iam IndoniYamanzi,

hadIknownthatyouwereaPrinceIwould'vetoldyoubeforeourrelationshipgottothis

point.Iam soso-

Him:Qondisiwe

Me:I'm sorryNtsika,ifyoudon'twannabewithmethenit'sokayIunderstand.Ijust

wantyoutoknowthatthiswasneverinten-

Hepulledmeclosertohim andkissedme..

Him:Wouldyoucalm downandletmespeak?

Iputmyhandsonhischestwithhisaroundmymywaist..

Him:RememberIalsokeptitfrom youthatIwasaPrince?Onceuponatime?

Me:Butthisisdifferent

Him:It'snotdifferent,it'sthesame

Me:IftheKingfindsout,he'sgoingtokillus

Him:Whatifthekingdoesn'tfindout?

Me:Huh?

Him:Whatifwekeepitfrom him untilIbecomeaKing?

Me:Arewegoingtobeabletokeepit?Suchthingsyoucan'tkeepasecret

Him:Thenifhefindsoutwewillleave,gofaraway.MaybestartanewlifeinanIsland

justthetwoofus

Ichuckledasmytearsfell..Hewipedthem..



Him:It'sgoingtobeokay,it'snotgoingtobeeasybutit'sgoingtobeokay..Ipromise

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo

Itriedkissinghim buthemovedbackabit..

Me:What'swrong?

Him:Iheardyou..IheardyoulookexactlylikemygreatancestorNowisa

Me:Whotoldyou?

Him:Newstravelfast

Me:Wait..Youalreadyknew?

Him:Sortoff

Me:Andyoukeptquietandalmostletmehaveaheartattack?

Him:Iwantedtohearitfrom you.WhatIloveaboutyouisthatyoualwayshonestwith

me,Iappreciatethatalot

Me:Whydon'twepretendasiflikeyoudidn'tknowthatIlookliketheGreatAncestor

Nowisa?

Him:Idon'tknow..Idon'tknowhowIf-

Iwalkeduptohim andkissedhim..

Him:OkaywecanpretendthatIdidn'thearthat

Wekissedagain...

_____________

KHABONINA

Me:Thankyou,thefoodtastesgood

Queen:It'safamilyrecipe

Me:ThenIcan'taskforit

Queen:Youdon'thavetoo..AssoonasQondisiwemarriesmySon,shewillhaveitandI



hopeshewon'tgiveittoyou

Me:MySister,youveryfondofher,evenafterwhathappenedtoday

Queen:Weallhaveapast,apastthatwenotproudof.YourSisterlovesmySon,My

Sonishappywithherandthat'sallthatmatterstome.Icanscream mylungsoutand

tellNtsikatoleaveherbutI'llonlybepushinghim away.Ntsikaisnotachild,heisa

grownmanandhecandecidehowtolivehislife.WhetherQondisiwehadanabortionor

not,that'snoneofmybusiness.ShehadherreasonsandIwillneverjudge

Me:Wowuhm..Sheneverhadanabortionbytheway,justthatIbanathi..He'sobsessed

withQondisiwe,hedidthatonpurpose

Queen:Whowouldn'tbe?Yoursisterisverybeautiful

QondisiweandNtsikawalkedin,theywereholdinghandsandshewasallsmiles..

Queen:Seemslikethetalkwentwell

NtsikaopenedthechairforQondisiwe..

Qondisiwe:I'm verysorryMa,Ibanathiwaswrong

Queen:Iam moredisappointedathismother,achilddoesn'twakeuponedayand

decidetodisrespecthiselders

Manqoba:I'm stillgoingtodealwithhim

Queen:AwuyekeNqoba(leaveit)

Ntsika:MaIhavesomethingtotellyou

Shelookedathim..

Ntsika:Qondisiweisfrom theZikhalivillage,sheisaGuardian.Indoniyamanzi

Thetablewentquiet..

Khabo:Weoriginallyfrom theZikhalivillage

Ntsika:Iwashopingwekeepthisasecretfrom Dad

Busi:Areyouhearingyourselfrightnow?

Ntsika:IloveQondisiwe,ifitmeansmegivingupthethroneIwill



Queen:Ineedsomeair

Shetriedtostandupbutfellbackonherchair..

Ntsika:Ma

Queen:Ijustneedsomefreshair

Shestoodup..

Manqoba:ShouldIaccompanyyou?

Queen:I'llbefine

Shewalkedaway..

Busi:JustleavemyBrotheralone

Ntsika:Busi

Busi:No!!Dadisgoingtochargeyouwithtreason,heisgoingtohaveyoukilled!I'm not

goingtowatchyoudie,Iwon'tliveeverydayknowingthatyougone

Shelookedatme..

Busi:Ifyoutrulylovemybrotherlikeyousayyoudo,pleaseleavehim.Gobewithyour

exifit'smoneyyouafterhehasmoneyjustleavemybrotheralone!

Ntsika:Busi!

Busi:Youchoosingheroverus?

ShelookedatManqoba..

Busi:Saysomething!!

Manqobakeptquiet..

BusilookedatNtsikawithtearsinhereyes..

Her:Youchoosingher?

Hertearsfell..

Busi:Wow!!

Shegotupandranupstairs..



Manqoba:I'llgotalktoher

Ntsika:Iwill

NtsikakissedmeonmycheekandwalkedupstairstotalktohisSister

Khabo:Wow!!

____________

NOKUTHULA

Webothlaughed..

Lungi:Thosewerethedays

Me:Forthefirsttimeever,Iwaspapdrunk

Lungi:Youvomitedinthepool

Me:Nooneknew

Lungi:Itwasamessedupnight

(Silence)

Me:Ishouldprobablyleave

Lungi:It'slatewhydon'tyousleepover?

Me:Idon'twannacauseanytrouble

Lungi:Iinsist

Me:OkaythenIshouldprobablyliedown

Wewereintheguestroom..

Me:Goodnight

Him:Night

Shekneltdownandtookoffmyshoes..

Me:Thankyou

HefixedthepillowsandIlaiddown..



Me:Thankyouverymuch

Him:Goodnight

Me:Night

JustwhenIwasabouttoclosemyeyes,hetookoffhisshoes..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Hegotinbedandlaidbehindme,heputhisarm overme..

Me:Lungiweshouldn'tdothis

Him:Wenotdoinganything,wejustlayingdown

(Silence)

Him:Doesheevermoveorkick?

Me:Alot,youjustcaughthim atabadtime

Him:Itwasastressfulday

Me:Indeed

___________

SINDISIWE

Ibanathiwalkedinonmepacking..

Him:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:WhatdoesitlooklikeI'm doing?

Him:Youleavingtoo?Wecan'ttalkaboutthis?

Ichuckled..

Me:Ibanathiplease

Him:Nooneleavesme

Me:I'm notQondisiwe,ifIwannaleaveI'llleave

Hewalkeduptome..



Him:Sindicomeon

Me:ComeoffIbanathi,I'm leaving!

Him:Noyounot

Hetookoutmyclothesandthrewthem onthefloor..

Me:Okay..I'llcomeandpickthem upwhenyoucalm..GoodbyeIbanathi

Iwalkedaway.Ididn'tevenmakeittothedoor,hegrabbedmyweave..

Him:Nooneleavesme!!

Me:Ibanathi!!

Hedraggedmetotheslidingdoor..

Him:There'sonlyonewayyougoingtoleave

Heopenedtheslidingdoor..

Me:Areyouinsane??

Hetriedtopickmeupfrom thefloorbutIfoughthim..

Me:Ibanathistopit!!

Him:Allofyouarethesame,IhatethedayIcrossedpathswiththeLangaSisters!!

Hewasabitdrunk..

Westartedfightingeachotheruntilwewereveryclosetothebalcony..

Me:Ibanathi!!!!

HetriedgrabbingmyhairagainbutIpushedhim,helostbalanceandwentoverthe

balcony.Itwassomethingthathappenedinablinkofaneye,Ileanedoverandlooked

athim..

Me:Ibanathi!!!!!!!!!!

.
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NTSIKAYEZWE

ThenextmorningIwalkedintomysistermakingpancakesinthekitchen..

Me:Youtakingmewaybackwhenweusedtomakepancakesathomeeverymorning

Sheignoredme..

Me:Iknowthisishardforyou,butonedayyouwillalsofallforsomeone.Maybewe

won'tlikehim,andyouwillknowhowitfeels

Shestillignoredme..

MyMom walkedin..

Ma:Ntsika

Me:Ma?

Ma:WeneedtotalkbeforeIleave

Wemadeourwaytothelivingroom..

Me:Howareyou?

Her:Icouldn'tsleeplastnight

Me:I'm sorry

Her:IhavealwaystoldmyselfthatIwouldneverinterfereintheaffairsofmychildren,

butthisNtsika

Me:You'vealwaystoldmethatIshouldalwaysstaytruetomyself

Ma:Whenyourfatherfindsoutaboutthis,heisgoingtochargeuswithtreason

Me:Hewon'tputhisownwifetodeath

Her:Hiskingdom andhisthronemeansalottohim,hewouldneverbreakthelawhe

putoutforhispeopleforus

Me:IfweallkeepittoourselvesthenDadwon'tfindout

Her:Heismyhusband,howdoIkeepthisfrom him?

Me:PleaseMa



Sheexhaled..

Ma:IneverthoughtthatonedayIwasgoingtodieforoneofmychildren

Me:Nooneisgoingtodie

Ma:Weshouldgetgoing,don'tworryI'lltalktoBusi

Me:Thankyou

Shehuggedme..

Ma:Takecareofyourself..Iloveyousoomuch

Me:Iloveyoumore

____________

KHABONINA

Ilookedaroundandsaw him sittingatthewaitingarea,Imademywaytohim..He

stoodupandIhuggedhim..

Me:I'm sosorry

Ibrokethehug..

Me:Howishe?

Him:Ihaven'theardanything

Webothsatdown..

Me:Howdidithappen?

Him:Sindi,shepushedhim andhefelloutofthebalcony

Me:What?Why?

Him:Idon'tknowwhathappened,shewastakenbythepolice

Me:IknowthatSindiisahandfulbutthisisnotlikeher,she'snotviolent

Him:Shebetterpraythathemakesit

Me:Thisdoesn'tmakesense



Him:Yoursisteralmostkilledmybrother,whatdoesn'tmakesensethere?

Me:Sindiisnotlikethat

Him:Doyoureallyknow yoursister?Imeanwetalkingaboutthesamepersonwho

sleptwithIbanathiwhilsthewasstilldatingQondisiwe

Me:IbanathiisnotasaintLungi

Him:Yetheistheonewhoisinhospital

TheDrmadehiswaytous,webothstoodup..

Lungi:HowismyBrother?

Dr:Iam DrMarkson,I'm aneurologist

Lungi:Howishe?

Dr:YourBrothersustained trauma to the head which broughtaboutintracranial

hemorrhageandcerebraledema.Patientswhopresentwithsuchacasedon'teven

makeittotheoperatingtable,thosewhodousuallydiemomentslater

Lungi:I'm notfollowing

Him:Wemanagedtodothesurgerybutevenwiththatunfortunatelythere'snotellingif

hecanpullthroughfrom this,hisinaverycriticalstateanythingcanhappenespecially

inthenextcoming24hours

Me:There'sapossibilitythathemightmakeit?

Dr:It'sveryrear,theprognosisisnotgood

Helookedatus..

Dr:I'm sorry

Lungi:CanIseehim?

Dr:He'sinICU,itwouldbeadvisableifonlyoneofyougoesinfornow

Me:ThankyouDr

Henoddedandwalkedaway..

Me:I'llgohome



Him:I'llcallyou

Me:I'm trulysorryLungi

Him:Iknow

Ihuggedhim again,andthenmademywayout...

___________

SINDISIWE

Officer:Yousaidhewastryingtopushyouoffthebalcony?

Me:Yes

Him:Butinsteadofyoufalling,hewastheonewhowentoverthebalcony?

Me:HewasdrunkandhelosthisbalancewhenIwastryingtofighthim off

Henodded..

Me:Am Iunderarrest?

Him:No..Atleastnotyet,wewantedyourstatement

Me:Soam Ifreetogo?

Him:Fornowbutwewillbevisitingyousoon

Me:Youdon'tbelieveme?

Him:Genderbasedviolenceisthebiggestcrimeinourcountryrightnow,womensuffer

themostbutwecannotturnablindeyethatmenarealsovictimsofGBV.Heisin

hospitalandyougotawaywithoutanyscratchtoprovethatyouactedoutofself

defense.There'snowitnesses,anduntilwegethissideofthestoryit'snotlookingtoo

goodforyou

Me:Sohehadtomessmeupforyouguystobelievethathethreatenedtothrowme

outofthebalcony?Ibanathihasangerissues,hisveryaggressiveandviolent.I'm not

thefirstpersonhe'sdonethistoo,healsobeatuphisexandthreatenedtothrowheroff

thebalcony

Him:Didshelayachargeonhim?

Me:No



Him:Isee

Me:Youcangoandquestionher,shewilltellthetruth

Him:Wewilllookintothat

Me:HernameisQondisiwe,I'llgiveyouhernumber

Him:Youclosewithhisex?

Me:She'smysister

Him:OhwIsee

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Him:Nothing

Ilookedathim..

Him:Wewillbelookingintothismatter,Iwouldadviseyoutovolunteertotakeaa

polygraphtestitmighthelp

Me:Ihavenothingtohide,I'lldothat

Him:Wedonefornow,butpleaseknow thatwewillbekeepingintouchwithyouas

soonaswegethissideofthestoryandhavealsoquestionedtheex

Me:It'sokay

Him:Pleasesignherethenyoufreetogo

Itookthepenandsigned..

____________

QONDISIWE

Ilookedattheprincipal,IwaswiththeSeer.

Principal:Whydoyouwanttoderegister?

Me:Familyandpersonalproblemsthatneedmyundividedattention

Principal:Wecangetyousupport,theschoolprovidescounselingforstudentswhoare

underpressure



Me:Unfortunatelytheschoolcannotdoanythingtohelpme

Principal:Haveyoutried?

Me:No

Him:Maybeyoushouldtrytoseekhelpfirstbeforeresortingtothisbigdecision

Me:PleaseSirit'smydecision,I'llcomebacknextyear.WhatI'm dealingwith,youwon't

understand

Hesighed..

Him:Unfortunatelyyourregistrationfeewon'tberefunded

Me:It'sokay..Iunderstand

Him:I'llgetyouaform soyoucansign

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Witheverythingthat'shappening,Ithinkit'sbesttotakeabreakfrom schoolfornow.

AssoonasI'm donewiththeAkerthenI'llcomebackandregisteragainnextyear..

_________

LUNGISA

Ilookedathim,hehadabandagewrappedaroundhishead.Thebeepingsoundthatthe

machinemadewasdisturbing.It'sdifficulttoseehim inthisstate,lookingathim right

now it'slikehewouldjustwakeupandstarttalkingshit.Iyawned,I'vebeenherefor

hours.Sincefrom 2am whenIgotthecall,Ilookedatthetime.Itwasnow9am..Iheld

hishandandthoughtaboutthegoodtimeswehadwhenwewerekids.Wewerevery

closethen,morecloserthanwearenow..

AsIwassittingthereIheardacertainsound,Icouldn'tignorethesound.Itsoundedlike

asnakehissing.Igotupfrom mychairandlookedaround,indeedIsaw ared,white,

andblacksnakeallcurledupinthecorner.Notfarfrom hisbed..

.
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QONDISIWE

[ONEMONTHLATER]

TheSeerandIweweredrivingtotheZikhalivillage,Ntsikahadborrowedusoneofhis

cars.TheSeerwastheonedriving.Weweregoingtocleansethewater,eversincethis

wholethingwiththeAkerI'vebeengettingnightmares.Ihardlysleep.Iam happythat

Ntsikaknowseverything,itmakesitsoeasierformetocarryoutmydutieswithout

havingtohidenorlietohim.Myphonebeeped,itwasatextfrom him:

"kickherassandshowherwhoyouare"

Ichuckled..

Seer:Kindlypleasesharethejoke

Me:It'snothingserious

Seer:Ifyousayso

Iputthephoneawayandclosedmyeyestogetsomesleep,weleftveryearly..

___________

KHABONINA

ThemoneythatwasmeanttobeformyLobolaandthemoneythatwasmeantforour

honeymoon,LungigaveittomesothatIcouldstartmyrestaurant.Itwasn'tgoingtobe

somethingbig,eventhebuildingwassmall.Ithoughtmarriagewasgoingtobringus

closer,butwehavebeensodistant.It'slikewestrangersandIdon'tknowhowthings

gottothatpoint.Maybesomerelationshipsaregoodthewaytheyare,sometimes

marriagecanruinwhatwasagoodthing..

Betty:Seemsliketheywillbefinishingsoon

Me:Justthepaintingleft

Betty:Weshouldstartworkingonthemenu

Me:Yalet'sdothat

Betty:Areyouokay?

Me:Idon'tknow



Her:What'swrong?

Me:Myhusbandisverydistantlately,Idon'tknowwhathappened

Her:Maybeit'sjustwork

Me:Yeah..Maybe

Her:Everythingwillbefine

Me:Ihopeso..Imisshim youknow

Her:Talktohim

Me:I'lldothattonight

Her:Okaylet'sworkonthismenu

__________

LUNGISA

Noks:Howishe?

Me:Iheardhewokeupaweekago,Ihaven'tfoundtimetogoandseehim butonmy

lunchbreakI'llgoandseehim

Noks:Ibanathiisluckytohavesurvivedthis,somepeopletakemonthstowakeup.

Somedon'tevenwakeupatall

Me:Heisindeedlucky,Ihopehewilltakethisasalessonandstartfixinghislife.This

washisbrushwithdeath,ifthisdoesn'tgivehim awakeupcall.Idon'tknowwhatwill

Noks:Youneedtotalktohim

Me:Iwill

(Silence)

Me:Whatwillyoubedoingtonight?

Her:Nothingmuch,justfoodandNetflix

Me:Doyouwanttogoout?

Her:I'dlikethatverymuch



Me:I'llpickuplaterwhenIknockoff

Her:I'llbewaiting

Me:Okaygoodbye

Her:Bye

Ihungup..

____________

KHABONINA

Qondisiwepickedup..

Her:Hello(Sleepyvoice)

Me:Youguysarestillontheroad?

Her:Yesbutwealmostthere

Me:Okay

Her:Howisitgoingthere?

Me:Theypainting

Her:Okaythatsoundsgood

Shesighed..

Me:What'swrong?

Her:I'm havingproblemswithLungi

Me:Whatproblems?

Her:Whenmyfirstbabydaddystartedcheating,heactedexactlylikeLungi

Me:Lungi?cheating?

Her:Icanfeelit,he'snotthesameanymore

Me:Whoishecheatingonyouwith?

Her:Maybesomeskirtatwork



Shechuckled..

Her:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeLungi

Me:Wewillseeastimegoeson,allIknowisthatIwantmyrestauranttoopensoonso

thatifheisindeedcheatingIcanwalkaway

Her:Youaregoingtowalkawayfrom yourmarriage?

Me:IleftmyExesforcheating,ifheisI'm goingtoleavehim too

Her:Yaathisisallamess

Me:Anywaycallmewhenyougetthere

Her:I'lldothat

Me:OkaybyeIloveyou

Her:ByeIloveyoutoo

_____________

NOKUTHULA

Me:Lorraine??

Shewalkedoutfrom thesecretroom..

Me:DidIdisturbyou?

Her:Noyoudidn't

Me:Guesswhat?

Shelookedatme..

Me:LungiandIwegoingouttonight

Her:Heseemstobespendingmoretimewithyouthanhedoeswithhiswife

Me:Thatwasthewholepoint,wasn'tit?

Her:Youdoknow thatifTheDallawins,yougoingdownwithme.Thisperfectlifeis

goingtocomedowncrashing

Me:Whatdoyoumean?



Her:YouareashadowNoks,ifIgobacktobeingagatekeeperI'm goingbackwithyour

soul

Me:Wow..I..

Her:Youthoughtthatyouweregoingtoliveforever?Itdoesn'tworklikethat

Me:Ithoughtyousaidalifeforalife

Her:AlifeforalifeonlywhenI'm stillhere,ifIgoyoucomingwith.That'showitworks

Me:It'snotlikeyougoingtoloseright?

Her:Whenaroom isdarkandyouswitchonthelightwhathappens?

Me:Thedarknessgoesaway

Her:Lightoverpowersdarkness

Me:Youcan'tlose,youneedtofindawaytodefeather

Her:I'lltry..I'm workinghard

Me:Pleasedo

_________

LUNGISA

OnmylunchbreakIwenttoseeIbanathi,Ibroughtalonghisfavoritemeal.Hewasn'tin

ICUanymore,Istoodatthedoorandlookedathim.Hewassittingonthebedbalancing

hisbackagainstthebigpillow.TheTVwasonbuthewasreadinganewspaper.Hestill

hadabandagewrappedaroundhishead,anotheroneonhisarm..

Iwalkedin..

Me:Youcheateddeath,doyouknowthat?

Helookedatme,Ismiledathim..

Me:Welcomebacklittlebro

Heputthenewspaperdownandstilllookedatme..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Him:I'm sorrywhoareyou?



Ilaughed..

Me:Yeahniceone

Sindiwalkedin..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:Gooddaytoyoutoo

HegaveIbanathiabottleofwater..Ilookedathim..

Me:Areyouserious?

Sindi:Hedoesn'trememberyou,hehasamnesia

Me:Hehaswhat?

Sindi:IfyoucameafewdaysagotheDrwould'vetoldyou

Me:Andyouusingthistoyouradvantage?

Sindi:Youdon'tknowwhathappenedthatnightLungi

Me:AllIknowisthatmyBrotheralmostdied

Ibanathi:Enoughplease,yougivingmeaheadache

Lungi:Pleasegivemeandmybrothersomeprivacy

ShekissedIbanathionhisforehead..

Sindi:I'llberightback

Shewalkedout..

Me:Youdon'trememberanything?

Heslowlyshookhishead..

Him:ButSindiisalwayshere,she'stryingtohelpmeremember

Me:Isee

Iwalkeduptohim andputthetakeawaydown,Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Me:Shepushedyouandyoufelloutofthebalcony



Him:Shetoldme

Me:Andyoustillwannabewithher?

Him:Shetoldmethewholetruth

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Wereweclose?YouandI?

Me:Very

Him:Idon'tfeeltheconnectionatallandyouractionsrightnowtheysayotherwise

ItookoutmyphoneandwenttoQondisiwe'sInstagram.Ishowedhim herpicture

Me:Youdon'trememberher?

Helookedather..

Him:No..Wassheimportanttome?

Me:Very

Sindi:Lungienough!

Me:IthoughtIsaid"Giveussomeprivacy"

Sindi:Ithinkyoushouldleave

Shewalkedin..

ShelookedatIbanathi..

Sindi:Didhetellyouaboutyourcompany?HeisaCEOinyourcompany!

Ibanathilookedatme..

Iba:Ihaveacompany?

Sindi:Ohwyouforgottotellhim that?

Me:SindicanItalktoyouinthecorridor?

Sindi:Ofcourse

Wewalkedout..



Me:Whatareyoutryingtoplayat?

Sindi:Whatareyoutryingtoplayat?StayoutofmywayandI'llstayoutofyours

Me:QondisiweisIbanathi'struelove

Shelookedaround..

Her:Whereissherightnow?

Me:IwillapplyforownershipofIbanathi'sassertsuntilherecovers

Her:Goodluckwiththat

Shewalkedbackin..

TheLangasisters!

.
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KHABONINA

Atleasthalfoftheworkwasdoneinthebuilding,thepaintingfinishedtoday.Ialsohad

abuildinginspectortocomeandchecktheplaceawhileback,sofarsogood.What's

leftnowistopurchasealltheequipmentsI'm goingtoneed,whenallisdoneI'm going

togetmyselfadriver'slicense.Iwassoexcited,onceuponatimeIwasmakingends

meetbysellingvegetablesinthiscityandsoonI'm goingtobeowingarestaurant.

Makingmyownmoney,startingmyownlegacy.I'm proudofmyself..Iwalkedinon

LungisittingonthecouchwatchingTV..

Me:Goodevening

Him:Evening

Me:Whatdidyoueat?

Him:Igotmyselfatakeaway

Me:Okay

Him:Areyouplanningonstayingoutlateeventomorrow?SothatIcangetmyselfa

chef



Me:I'llcookbeforeIleave

Hechuckled...

Me:HowisIbanathi?

Him:Youcare?

Me:OkayI'm justgoingtotakeashowerandsleep,I'm tired

Him:Sindiisgoingtotakeadvantageofhim,hehasamnesia

Me:How?

Him:Ithinkshehashiseyesonthecompany

Me:That'sexactlylikeSindi

Him:What'swrongwithyouandyoursisters?

Me:I'm sorry?

Him:InsteadofSindigettinghershittogethershe'smilkingmybrother.Qondisiwe

doesn'thavedirectionshedoesn'tknowwhethershe'scomingorgoing.Shequitschool

butthenwhyshouldweworry,she'sdatingarichprinceandsheisgoingtobewell

takencareof

Me:SindiisherownPerson,QondisiweisnotwithNtsikaformoneyandmylittlesister

hasagreatresponsibility

Him:Ofcoursewhatam Ithinking?

Me:SomethingonyourmindLungi?

Him:NotatallotherthanthattheLangaSistersaretoxic!Qondisiwealmostdrovemy

Brothercrazy.Ibanathilovedher,hestilldoesandwhatdidshedo?Sheplayedhim and

walkedinthehandsofaprincelikemyBrotherdoesn'texist

Me:IbanathialmostkilledQondisiwe

Him:Peoplemakemistakes

Me:Whataboutme?Gotsomethingtosay?

Him:OtherthanthefactthatyouusedthisNokuthulasituationtocausehavocIhave

nothingtosay



Me:HowdidIdothat?

Him:Itwasn'tyourplacetotellme

Ilaughed..

Me:Wow,Idoapologizeforthatandpleaseknow thatfrom hereonIwon'tcause

troublebetweenyouandyourSister.AsforQondisiweifshe'sbecomingaburdento

you,don'tworryshewillmoveoutsoonandasformeIwon'tbotheryouanymorethatI

promise.I'llevensleepintheguestroom

Him:Ishouldn'thavemarriedyourass

Me:Thenwhydidyou?

Him:Justbecauseyougoingtoownarestaurantsoondoesn'tgiveyoutherighttotalk

tomelikethat!!Wemarried,weshouldbefocusingonstartingafamily

Me:Iwon'thavekidsuntilIhaveachievedwhatIwanttoachieve

Him:Justsayit,youwereusingmetogetyourway

Me:HowdidIuseyou?

Him:ThisiswhyyouwantedtheLobolamoney,thisiswhyyoudidn'twannagoon

honeymoon

Me:LungiI'llpayyouyourmoneywithinterest

Him:Ididn'tsaythat

Me:Thenwhatareyousaying?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:I'm notgoingtodothiswithyou,goodnightLungi

___________

QONDISIWE

WefinallyarrivedattheZikhalivillage.TheKingwasstandingatthegatewithoneof

theGuards.Wegotoutandmadeourwaytohim..

Him:Qondisiwe



Hesaidthatwithabigsmile..

Him:Kuhleukukubona(It'sgoodseeingyou)

Me:Namifuthi(Metoo)

Helookedatthecar..

Him:Sowazewathenganemoto(Youevenboughtacar)

Me:Cha..(No)

Hewalkedoutandstartedsurroundingthecar..

Me:Isokalamilingibolekile(Myboyfriendborrowedme)

Him:SekukhonaIsoka(There'saboyfriend)

Me:Nkosiyam,ngicelaukukwazisaKumakhosi(Myking,pleasemeettheseer)

TheSeerboweddownandstartedcallingouttheNgwaneclannames..

TheKingputhishandonthebonnet..

King:IsokaleliyiNkosana?(ThisBoyfriend,isheaPrince)

Me:Yebo(Yes)

Him:Yakuphi?(From where)

IlookedattheSeer..

Me:Mkhizevillage

TheKinglookedatme..

Him:Ini?(What)

Hemadehiswaytome..

Me:IgamalakhenguNtsikayezweMkhize(HisnameisNtsikayezweMkhize)

Him:Qondisiwe

Me:Ngiyamthandakakhulu(Ilovehim)

Him:Qondisiweangekewakwaziukuqhubekanaye(Youcan'tgoonwithhim)



Me:Iknowukuthithere'sbadbloodkithinabakubokodwa

Him:Qondi

Me:It'snotfairthatNtsikaandIshouldsufferbecauseo-

Him:Qondisiwelalela(Listentome)

Him:Akukhoozokushookuyongishintshaumqondo(There'snothingyoucansaythat's

goingtochangemymind)

Him:Qondisiwengekewaqhubekanaye(Youcan'tgoonwithhim)

Me:uNtsikawumu-

Him:Uyindodakaziyami,uyiNkosazana(YouaremyDaughter,youareaprincess)

Istoppedtalkingandlookedatme..

Me:What?

Him:Uyindodakaziyam (Youaremydaughter)

_____________

NTSIKAYEZWE

IwenttovisitVukileatthehospital..

Me:Howareyou?

Him:Youdidn'tbringanythingstrong?

Me:No..Howareyou?

Him:I'm gettingdischargedtomorrow

Me:That'sgood,I'm sureyoucan'twaittogetoutofhere

Him:Exactly!

Vukileiscurrentlynotseeinganyone.Heismorefocusedonhisbusinessesthandating.

Him:Howiseverything?

Me:Everythingisfine



Him:HowisyourDad?

Me:Dadisfine

Him:Hedidn'tbitchaboutmenotattendinguMemulo

Me:YouknowDad

Henodded..

Him:Manqobatoldmeaboutyourgirlfriend

Me:ItrustManqobatoputmybusinessoutthere

Him:Ididn'tknowitwasasecret

Me:It'snot

Him:Whenam Imeetingher?

Me:Soon..Lemeshowyouherpicture

Ishowedhim herpicture,hewhistled..

Him:Doesshehavesisters?

Me:2..Oneismarriedandoneisinarelationship

Him:That'sbad,aretheyalsobeautiful?

Me:Theyare,goodgenesrunintheirfamily

Him:Sheisverybeautiful

Me:Toomuch

____________

QONDISIWE

IlookedatNowisa'spicture..

King:Qondisiwe

(Silence)

Me:uMawathiuBabausegoli(Mymom saidmyfatherisatthecity)



Him:Ngiyazi,sasikukhusela.UMauNdlukuluebetholilengabewakubulala(Iknow,we

weretryingtoprotectyou.IftheQueenknewshewasgoingtokillyou)

Me:Yikoebesizonda?(Isthatwhyshehatedus)

Him:WakuzondangalentoyeNdoniyamanzi(ShehatedyouforbeingaGuardian)

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim..

Me:Impilo yamiyonkengangisogola kantingiyiNkosazana (AllmylifeI'vebeen

sufferingnotknowingthatI'm aprincess)

Him:NgiyaxolisakakhuluQondisiwe(I'm sorry)

Ididn'tknowhowtofeel,Iwasmoreshockedthanangry..

Him:NgingathandaukuthiminanawesazanekangconofuthiuMauvumangikwazisela

esgodininjengeNdondakaziyamiezobawuNdlunkulumhlangahambalaemhlabeni(I

wouldlikeustogettoknoweachother,withyourpermissionIwouldliketointroduce

youtothevillageasmydaughterandthefutureQueenshouldIdie)

Thisisallmessedup,whenwillIcatchabreak?It'sasecretafteranothersecret.I'm

tired,Ijustwantmylifetobenormal

_____________

KHABONINA

Ilookedatmyringcrying.Onmyweddingday,whenweexchangedourvowsitwasthe

bestdayofmylife.Nokuthulacameback,Idon'tevenknow how shecameback

becauseshe'ssupposedtobedeadandeverythingisjustfallingapart.I'm notreadyto

fightforamanwhoclearlyhashisheartembeddedsomewhereelse,Idon'tthinkLungi

isoverNoks.What'ssickeningaboutthissituationisthatit'shisSister,butheis

ignoringthat.AllIwanttodoistofocusonmyself,I'm notgoingtoletanotherman

bringmedownagain..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

By2am wewerealreadyup,wewerepreparingformetogototheriver.Iwillbeunder

therefor3days.Ihavetocleanseit,communicatewithit,andconnectwithit.Iwas

nervous,thisisbyfarthebiggestresponsibilityfacingme.WhatifIdrown?WhatifI

won'tbeabletocleanseit?WhatifIdon'tcomeback?.Iwasliterallyshaking.Lastnight

IexplainedeverythingtotheKing,ImeanmyFather.Iexpectedhim nottounderstand

anything buthe did,hence he suggested thatwe go to the kraaland he will

communicatewiththeancestors.TheNgwaneancestorstobewithmeandprotectme.

Atexactly3am,thewitchfulhour.Ineedtobegettinginthewater.Makhosihadjoined

us,theguardshadslaughterdacow lastnightsothatIcanbathwiththegallbladder

(Inyongo).Theincensewasburning,agoatwastiedwitharope..

King:NgwanekaNgwadi.Sicelakinibokhokhoukuthinikhanyiseleumntwanawenu,

uQondisiweLanga-Ngwane.Umntwanaunegaziemithanjweniyakhe,igaziloKhokho

aboNgwane.Kuhambolwakheufunaukuzaziukuthiungubani,ngicelaahlangabezwe

yiniemfuleni.Mboniseniindlela,InganiwakhethelwalomsebenziesesiswinisikaNina.

NgicelabeseniyayibonelelaIngane,ningayilahli.Uyigazilenu.(TheKingaskingthe

Ngwaneancestorstowelcome,protect,andguideQondisiweassheistakingthis

journeytorealizewhoshetrulyis)

Seer:SicelanakuwedlozielikhululakwaLanga.BawinileLanga,Inganeyancelakuwe.

UkufaakushoukuthiungasayibhekiIngani.Laphoukhona,vela.VelelaInganeyakho.

Wawuziqhenyangayousaphila,makubenjalongishonasekufeni(Wealsopleadwiththe

greatLangaancestor.BawinileLanga,thischildbreastfedfrom you.Deathdoesn't

meanyoushouldabandonher.Whereyouare,show yourself.Youwereproudofher

whenshewasstillalive,dosoevenindeath)

Weallclappedourhands.Oneoftheoldfemaleeldersofthevillagewalkedin,shewas

followedbymysisterNomasontowhowasholdingabasinandawhitecloth.Sheput

thebasindown.TheSeerandtheKingwalkedoutofthekraal.Theoldwoman

instructedmetoundress,Idid.Igotinthewaterthatwasmixedwiththegallbladder.

ShestartedbathingmeandtoldmetosaytheNgwaneclannames,togetherwiththe

Langaclannames.AsIwasbathingtheGoatstartedmakingnoise..

Oldwoman:Amadloziakinianawe(Yourancestorsarewithyou)

Nomasontolookedatme,thenshewalkedout..

___________



NOKUTHULA

IlookedattheportionbeforeIdrankit.Itwasverybitter,Lorrainewalkedin..

Her:Don'tyouhaveanyshame?

Me:Shame?

Her:Youaretryingtogetbackwithyourownbrotherbyusingtheportion

Me:IfoundoutaboutLungiwhenwerealreadyengaged.Idecidedtokeepquiet

becauseallmyloveIneverreceivedlove.Mom diedwhenshewasyoungandDadwas

alwaysbusy.Hewastheonlypersonwhoshowedmelove,andNo.Idon'tseehim asa

Brother

Shenodded..

Me:Theportionisworking,hedoesn'tseemeasaSister.Heisblinded

Her:NokuthulaIam leaving

Me:Leaving?

Her:I'm goingbacktotheunderworld

Me:What?Why?

Her:TheDallahasstartedwithherjourney,Ineedtostartwithminetoo.Thesametime

shegetsintothewater,isthesametimeI'm meanttobetravelingtotheunderworld

too.TheDorahourisuponus

Me:TheDorahour?

Her:ThelastandgreatestfightbetweenmeandtheDalla.Imustgoandfindstrength

too,whenIcomebackIam goingtoreleasemylastarrowonher.Anarrowthatshe

mightnotrecoverfrom

Me:Isthatliteral?

Her:No..Itmeansthisisit,thelastweaponthatIwassavingforher.I'llbereleasingit

topossiblydefeather

Me:Caretoshare?

Her:No..ConcentrateongettingbackwithyourBrother,Babydaddy,exfiancéwhatever



heistoyou

Inodded..

Her:Comewithme

Shewasholdingastick,wewalkedouttothepool..

Her:Iam goingtotemporarilyleavethisbody,Ineedtogohomeasmytrueself.When

I'm gonetakethebodytothesecretroom.There'sablackportionintheroom,every

morningmakehertodrinkitsothatshecanstaysoundasleepuntilIcancomebackto

herbodyafter3 days.IfanyoneaskswhereIam,tellthem I'vetaken atrip to

somewhere.NotthatanyoneisgoingtoaskaboutLorraine

Me:I'm goingtomissyou

Her:I'llbeback

Shelookedatthesky..

Me:Whatdowedonow?

Her:Iwillpraytotheunderworld,tothegodoftheunderworld

Me:Okay

Shelookedattheskyagain..

Aker:NiAkerra naiz. Aitortu iezadazu etxera itzultzen naizen heinean. Indarra,

iluntasunaetabotereaeskatzenditut.OtoitzegitendizutBaphomet,lurpekojainkoa.

Zurezerbitzarianaiz,hemennagozerbitzatzeko.(Iam theAker.Recognizeme,asItake

myjourneybackhome.Iaskforstrength,darknessandpower.IpraytoyouBaphomet,

thegodoftheunderworld.Iam yourservant,I'm heretoserve)

_____________

QONDISIWE

Whenweweredone,wemadeourwaytotheIndoniYamanziRiver.ItwascoldandIfelt

coldIwaswearingthewhiteclothonly.ItwasMe,TheSeer,TheKing,Nomasonto,and

theoldwoman.WhenwegottotheRiver,theSeerburnedtheincense.Hestartedtocall

outtheNgwaneandtheLangaclannamesagain.HewalkedaroundwiththeIncense.

Iturnedandlookedateveryone..



Me:Umangingabuyi,uKhabonoNtsikangicelabaziukuthingiyabathanda(IfIdon't

comeback.LetKhaboandNtsikaknowthatIlovethem)

King:UzobuyaNdondakazi(YouwillcomebackmyDaughter)

TheSeercameback,wesawdovesflyingaroundtheriver..

Seer:It'stime

Iswallowedandnodded..

Seer:Havefaith,youaretheriver.Theriverhastoobeyandlistentoyou

Inodded..

Me:Thankyou

Hesmiled..

Iturnedandlookedattheriver,thenImademywayin...

Me:Ngwane,kaNgwadi.Masupa,MasengaSileka.Ndukuzinobulongwe,Ninabesizwe

sikaMatiwane.UsoziselakaMasumpanoTshani,NinabebutholikaSangweni.UZikhali

ezingalinganinezamaxhegwana,Sangwelibanziolungawelwa abantukazana ngoba

luvalelwe ngezihlangu zamadoda.Luwelwa yizinkonjane ngoba zihambela phezulu!

(clanpraises)

InthemiddleofthewaterIstartedseeingalltheNgwanepreviousQueensthatareno

more.ExceptforNowisa.

Me:MuziNqotheni.Sothole,sodumase,Madevuangqabulainkomishi.Phokophalala

mnikolusha ngoba oludala lumbangela isilungulelo.Shiy'bantu,Nyongo yendlovu,

Madl'umlenze adele isidumbu.Madubandlela,Ngwane,Mcwayi,Gubhaza,Mlindeli,

Somaphunga,Mdlaka!

IsawmyMotherandherMotheralsostandingwiththeNgwaneQueens.Shesmiledat

me,Iheldmyselfback.Tryingnottobeemotional,itwasoverwhelmingtoseeher

again..

______________________

LORRAINE(THEAKER)

Wesawcrowsflyingaroundinthesky.



Shelookedatme..

Aker:Itistime

Shehitherstickontheground3times,thewaterstartedspinningaroundlikeablack

hole.Shetookoutablackportionanddrankit,afterafewsecondsshefell.Isawthe

AkergettingoutofLorraine'sbody,shemadeherwayinsidethewater.Whenshewas

under,thewatercalmeddownagain.Iwasstillstarringatthewater,shockedbutwhat

justtookplace.

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMASONTO

Myfatherwassittingoutsideandreadingthelocalnewspaper,Imademywaytohim.

Me:Baba

Heloweredthenewspaperandlookedatme.

Me:Bengisacelaukukhulumanawe(MayIpleasehaveawordwithyou)

Henodded..

Me:Kukokonkelokhuokwenzekile,ngishonokufakukaMa.Bengibonaukuthinami

sekuyisikhathimanje sokuthingishintshe impilo yam.(With everything thathas

happened,especiallywiththedeathofmyMother.Ithinkit'stimenowIgetanewstart)

Him:Qhubeka(continue)

Me:BengingathandaukuyohlalaeGoli(IwouldliketomovetotheCity)

Him:Ngoba?(why)

Me:Indawoentle,ngingatholaumsebenzingizakheleimpilo(It'sagoodplace,Icanget

ajobandstartanewlife)

Him:NomasontoiGoliayiyintlengalendlelaocabangangayo.FuthiwenauyiNkosazana



angekewamanewahambanje(Nomasonto,thecityisnotasgoodasyouthinkitis.

YouareaPrincess,youcan'tjustupandleave)

Me:InganiuQondisiweukwenzilelokho,nayeuyiNkosazana(ButQondisiwemadeit

happened,she'salsoaPrincess)

Him:IndabakaQondisiweihlukile(Qondisiwe'sissueisdifferent)

Me:Njani?(How)

Him:NomasontoawuyieGoli(YounotmovingtotheCity)

Me:KodwaBaba(ButDad)

Him:Sengikhulumilenjalo(Ihavealreadyspoken)

Ididn'tsayanythingelse,Iwalkedbackinsidethehouse..

___________

KHABONINA

Todaytheyweredeliveringtheappliancesandeverythingelsethatwasgoingtobe

needed.Thisishappening,Ican'tbelievethatit'sfinallyhappening..

Betty:I'veputthevacancylastnighton"JobsIndeedandGumtree"sofarwehave5Cvs

Me:That'sgood

Her:Howmanyladiesdoyouwant?

Me:Maybe2or3,weneedpeoplewhoaregoodwithAfricandishes

Her:Okaythat'sgood

Ilookedaround..

Me:Doyouthinkthisplaceisgoodforbusiness?

Her:Wenotthatfarfrom thetaxirank,taxidriverswillbeourregularcustomers

Me:Ihopeso

Her:TheMenuisalsodone:

-Pap&tripe=R30



-Pap/Rice&Chickenstew=R25

-Pap/Rice&Beefstew=R35

AllthedishescomewithaVege.Couldbecabbage,orMashpotatoes.Toaddasaladit

willcostandextraR10

-Cooldrinks(Cans)=R15

-Cooldrinks(2litre)=R20

BREAKFAST

-Vetkoeks=R1each

-Muffins=R5each

-Sconss=R5each

-Sandwiches=R12each

-coffee=R10

-Tea=R10

Me:Ilikeitsofarsogood

Her:Thisisgoingtoworkdon'tworry

Me:Ihopeitdoes

Her:OhwI'llalsogetatleast3peopletodistrubepamphletsforus

Me:ThankyouverymuchBetty,Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedonewithoutyou

Her:I'm gettingpaidsoit'snothing

Bettywillworkhereforashortwhileuntilshegetsajob.

______________

NTSIKAYEZWE

IwasonthephonewiththeSeer..

Me:Howdiditgo?



Him:Shewentinthismorning

Me:It'ssupposedtotake3daysright?

Him:Yes

Me:IthinkIshouldcomedownthereonthe3rdday

Him:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea,witheverythingthat'shappeningbetweenyour

familyandhers.Theycanlockyouupandhaveyoukilled

Me:Iunderstand

Him:I'm sureshewillcallyouwhenshecomesback

Me:Ihopeshedoescomeback

Him:Shewill,weneedtohavefaith

Me:Thankyouforcontactingme,andthankyouforbeingthere

Him:It'smycalling

Me:Wewilltalkagain

Him:Goodbye

IhungupandthenmyBrotherwhistledatme..Iwentbacktohisward..

Me:Youcan'twhistle,thisisahospital.Notataxirank

Him:I'm readytogo

Me:Mom saysyoushouldgohomeforafewdays

Him:Why?

Me:Shejustwantstoseeyou

Him:Ihavealottodo,I'llcallher

Hetriedtofixhisarm slingbuthecouldn't,hetookitoffandthrewitonthebed..

Him:Iyang'casulalento(Thisthingisirritatingme)

Me:Youhavetoputitonatalltimes



Him:NgirightNtsika,thisisnotthefirsttimengiphukaisandla

Me:Thesamearm thatyouhadanaccidentwithafewyearsago

Iwentandtookit..

Me:Letmehelpyou

Hepushedmeback..

Him:Ungang'dakelimfanaangisiyenaumfazi(Don'tdisrespectme,I'm notawoman)

Ifoldedit..Vukileisveryhardheaded.HisjustlikemyFather..

Me:Wewilltakeitwiththen

Him:Asambe(let'sgo)

__________

IBANATHI

IclosedmyeyesandtriedtosearchdeepforanymemorybutIcamebackwithnothing.

ThiswasFustrating.TheDrwalkedin..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'm good

Hewasholdingmyscans..

Me:Anygoodnews?

Him:I'm afraidnot,theAmnesiaispermanent

Isighed..

Him:Lookonthebrightside.Yousurvivedatragicfall,yougotawaywithafewbroken

bonesandamnesia.Youshouldbegrateful,plusyouhaveyourlovedonestocreate

newmemorieswith

Me:HowcanthathappenwhenIdon'tevenrememberwhotheyare



Him:Whenyougetdischargedyoumustspendtimewiththem sothatyoucangetto

knowthem alloveragain

Me:YaaIguessso

Him:TheNursewillbewithyoushortly

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkedout..

_________

LUNGISA

NokuthulaKnocked..

Me:Hey

Shewalkedin..

Her:Hey

Me:Howareyou?

Her:I'm goodandyou

Me:I'm good

Her:Ihopeyouhaven'torderedsomething,I'vebroughtyousomethingforlunch.You

favorite

SheputtheTupperwareonthetable..

Me:ThenIwon'torderanything,thankyou

Shasatdown..

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine..Justproblemsinmymarriage

Her:Can'tyouguysgethelp?

Ichuckled..

Me:ActuallyIthinkIwantadivorce



Her:That'sextremeLungi,youtwogotmarriednotsolongago

Me:That'sthething,Idon'trememberhowitgottothat

Her:Whatareyousaying?

Me:Idon'tthinkIlovemywifeanymore

Hereyeswidened..

Me:Everythingaboutherirritatesme.Iam sureshemarriedmetogetbenefits,I'm glad

Imadehertosignaprenup.HerandherSistersaretoxicgolddiggers,theydisgustme

Her:That'samouthful

Me:Whatareyoudoingtonight?

Her:Lorraineisnotaround,soI'm allalonebutNetflixwillkeepmecompany

Me:GoodmaybeIcanmoveinforacoupleofdaysjusttoclearmyhead

Her:Areyousure?

Me:I'dratherbewithyouthansomeonethatIdon'tlove

Shenodded..

Her:Okay,youwelcome

Me:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued


