


OfficeAffair

Prologue

RethabileMavundlasatquietlyinhertherapist's

office.Hernervesweredoingjumpingjacksinside

herbody.Itookadeepbreathinandletitoutbut

thatdidn'tseem tocalm medownatall.Ididn't

knowwhymydoctorcalledmehere,Ihasbeen

behaving.

Aloudscream echoedintheotherroom,itwas

probablyoneoftheotherpatientsgettingsedated.I

havebeeninthismentalinstitutionfor5yearsnow.I

wasdiagnosedwithbipolardisorderrightafterI

murderedsomeonebutthatsastoryforanotherday.

DrNkosimytherapistwalkedinwithafileinhand.

DrNkosihasbeenworkinghereforafewyearsnow,

ohGodshe'sreallygoodatherjob.Shesatdown

andopenedthefile,Rethaguesseditwasherfile.

[Gazingather]

Dr:Rethabilethere'sabsolutelynoneedtobe



nervous.

Retha:(burstingout)I'm sorryDocbutwhyam Ihere?

I'vebeenatmybestbehaviour.Itakemymedication

everydayandI'venevermissedasingle......

Dr:(giggling)Calm downRetha,you'vedonenothing

wrongtrustme.

Retha:(confused)Thenwhyam Ihere?

Dr:Meandthedoctorinchargehavebeen

monitoringyourprogressandImustsayyou'vebeen

doingverywell.Wespoketothecourtandthey

madeadecision.

Retha:Okayand....

Dr:Theydecidedtoletyougo.

Retha:DoesthatmeanI'llspendtheremaining5

yearsinprison.

Dr:No,youareoutonparolebutyouhaveto

promisemethatyou'llcontinuetakingyour

medicationandyouhavetodoatherapysession

withmeonceamonth.DoImakemyselfclear?

Retha:Yesyesyes.....ohthankyousomuch



HourslaterIwalkedintomyhouse,itwasspotless.

OfcoursewhatdidiexpectwhenIhavesucha

caringgrandmother.FiveyearsagoImurdereda

personinthishousenowI'm back5yearslaterand

thepainfulmemoriesarestillfreshinmymind.

Iwalkedtothebedroom justdownthehallandput

mybagonthebed.Momentssharedonthebedwith

him,bothsexualandromanticthenIwakeupone

morningandhehasbetrayedme.WheredidIever

gowrong.

Iopenedthewardrobewhichwasstillfilledwithhis

clothes.Itookouteverythingthatbelongedtohim

andstackeditonthebed.Iwasgoingtoburnhis

clothesandsellhisjewelleryforcash.I'm donewith

men,I'm goingtostartafreshandfocusentirelyon

me.Nomen,nolove,norelationshipsandlastlyno

sex,ohGodthedrought.IfIcouldsurvive5years

withoutsexthennothingcanstopmefrom

continuingwithoutit.



OfficeAffair

Chapter1

|Rethabile|

Thesunshonebrightlyandtheskywasclear.Itwas

goingtobeahotdaytoday.Iwasgettingreadyfor

anotherharddayatwork.IliveinInandainDurban

butIworkinBallito.

TwomonthsagoIwasreleasedfrom themental

institution,IvowedthatIwasgoingtostartafresh.I

wentjobhuntingandfoundajobatacompanyin

town.Iam partoftheHRdepartment.Ireallylove

myjobandsinceihaveadegreeinhuman

resourcesitwaseasyformetogettheposition

despitemycriminalrecord.

BeforeIgothiredatJobeConstructionIusetowork

atKFCinDubeVillageMall.Ifoundanewfriend

whileworkingthere,hernameisOwethu,sheisnow

myroommate.She'susingoneofthespare

bedroomsandsheinsistedonpayingrent.Weget

alongsowell.ShepaysR3300intotal,thatcovers



accommodation,electricityandwaterandfood.She

alsohasacarbutInormallyuseitcauseshehas

guystopickherup.

Ifinishedgettingreadyandthenipackedmythings

inmyhandbagthengrabbedmylaptopbagand

headedtothekitchenjustdownthehallway.

Myhouseisn'tthatbigandthekitchenandliving

room arejoinedtogetherwithjustenoughspacefor

movingaround.

Owethu:Morning

Me:Hey,youupearlierthanusual.Isn'tityourday

offtoday?

Icheckedthetimeanditwas06:15.

Owethu:ActuallyIjustgothomesoIdecidedto

makeyousomebreakfast.

Me:Yousleptoutagain!

Irolledmyeyes

Owethu:Sweetie,unlikeyouIam notonsomesex

quarantine,Ineedtogetlaidtofunctionproperly.



Me:Ohwow!ShouldIbeoffended?

Her:Rethayouaredenyingyourselfsex.Thewhole

worldcanseethatyouaresexuallyfrustratedand

youneedagooddicktogunyoudownbabygirl.This

thingofactingallholyandshitisn'tgoingtowork.

Getaman.

Shewhisperedthatlastpartinmyearandwinkedat

mebeforegoingtoherbedroom.

Maybeshe'sright,Ineedtoblowoffsomesteam

butnotsexually.I'm notgonnahavesex.Ibrushed

thosethoughtsoutofmymindandatemyfoodin

peace.

IarrivedatworklaterthanIplannedbecauseI

couldn'tfindthecarkeysandtomakematters

worsetrafficwasanightmare.IsighedasIgotout

ofthecarandgrabbedmystufffrom thebackseat.I

reallyneededtobuymyselfacar,Ican'tkeepusing

Owethu'scar.AsIrushedintothebuildingLuyamy

friendrushedtomewithacupofcoffee.

Me:Youarethebest,Ineededcoffee

Luya:Shutupyoulate,there'sanemergencystuff



meetingthat'sstartinganyminutenow,inthe

boardroom.

Me:Ohshit!

Werushedtotheelevatorandheadingtothe

boardroom onthetopfloor.Ifixedmyselfquickly

eventhoughitwashardwiththeelevatorthisfull.

Wegotoffthetopfloorandwalkedtowardsthe

boardroom.

Me:Sowhatisthismeetingabout?

Luya:Wearegoingtomeetthebigboss

Me:Didn'tyousay,hewasoverseas?

Luya:HewasbutIguesshecameback.

Whenwereachedtheboardroom alltheseatswere

occupiedandIhadtosqueezeinbetweenmy

colleaguessinceiwasveryshort.

Me:Thisdayisfuckedup.

AfrikaNdlovuouractingCEOstoodup.

Afrika:Goodmorningguys,I'm gladyoucouldmake

ittothismeetingatsuchshortnotice.Without



wastinganytimeI'dliketointroduceandwelcome

thebigbossMhambiSithole.

Hestoodupasweclappedourhands.Afrika:Mr

Sitholehasbeenlivingoverseasforthepast10

months.Asyouallknowthatwehavesome

internationalclients.He'sbacknowandIhopewe

canallmakehim feelwelcome.

Afrikasteppedback

Mhambi:Higuys,it'sgoodtobebackandIcansee

alotofnewfaceshere.Nothinghaschanged,it's

stillbusinessasusualandIhopewewillcontinue

workingwelltogether.Thankyounoweveryonecan

gobacktowork.

Weallwalkedoutoftheboardroom.Luyapulledmy

arm asweslowlywalkedtotheelevator.

Luya:SowhatdoyouthinkaboutuJobe?He's

handsomeisn'the?

Me:YeahIguess

Ohhe'stotallyhandsome,morethanhandsome

actually.Hewasmuscularandtall.Hislightskinand



blackishthicklips.Ohhewasawholemeal.I

wouldn'tmindridinghisdick.ArghRethabilepull

yourselftogether,he'syourbossforGod'ssake.

Luya:Youguess?Girlareyousomesortoflesbian

orsomething.IfthatmanmadeamoveonmeI'd

grabtheopportunitywithbothhandsplusheseems

tobecheckingyouout.

Me:What!

Luya:ThewayhewaslookingatyouwhileAfrika

wasspeaking.....girlllhehasitbadforyou.

Me:Ididn'tseeanything,youarejustbeingparanoid.

Luya:I'm notbeingparanoid,IknowwhatIsawRee.

Me:Let'sgettoworkplease!

|Mhambi|

IwalkedintomyofficewithAfrikafollowingme

whilegivingmeupdatesontheprogressofthe

companybutGodknowsthatIwasn'tlisteningto

him.MymindwasonthegirlIsawattheboardroom.

She'sdefinitelysomethingtolookat.Iwanther



actuallyscratchthatshe'salreadymine.She

capturedmyheartandmind.Damnit!

Afrika:EarthtoMhambi!

Me:Eishsorry,youweresaying.....

Afrika:What'sonyourmindbetteryetwho'sonyour

mind?

Me:Noone

Afrika:Iknowyoumansospititout

Me:(sigh)Sit.

Webothsatdown.

Me:Whowasthatshortgirlattheboardroom?

Afrika:Theoneshortertheneveryoneinthisbuilding?

Me:Yeahthatone,I'veneverseenherbefore,whois

she?

Afrika:That'sRethabileMavundlashe'spartofthe

HRteam.Don'ttellmethatyouarebacktoyourold

ways?

Ilookedathim



Afrika:Ntwana!

Me:Iwon'tplayher,Ijustwanttogettoknowher.

Afrika:You'veneverbefriendedagirlandnotfucked

herafterwards.Iwasn'tbornyesterdayMhambi.

Me:(chuckles)NtwanaI'dliketogetbacktowork

now.

Hestoodup

Afrika:Stayawayfrom herJobe.

Hewalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindhim.I

chuckledandcontinuedworking.

Tobecontinued



OfficeAffair

Chapter2

|Rethabile|

Lunchtimecameandmystomachwasalready

growling.Luyashouldbeherebynowsowecango

tolunchbutitseemslikeshe'sdisappearedonme.I

wentovertoherofficeandpushedthedooropen.

Me:Luyait'slunchtimelet's......

MywordstrailedoffwhenIsawMrSitholeinLuya's

office.Whatwashedoinghere?

Mhambi:RethabileMavundla!

Ohfuckheknowsmyname.

Me:I'm sosorrysirIwaslookingformyfriend.I

didn'tknowthatyouwereinhere.

Mhambi:(chuckles)Shealreadyleft,Itoldhertogo

withoutyou.

Me:Youdid?Butwhy?



Mhambi:Iwantedtotakeyououtforlunchmyself

andgettoknowyoubetter.

Iwasdefinitelydreaming,mysexyhotbosswanted

totakemeoutforlunch,maybeLuyawasserious

whenshesaidthemanwascheckingmeoutinthe

boardroom.

Mhambi:So....Doyouagreetogooutwithme?

InoddedbecauseIdidn'ttrustmyselftospeak.

Mhambi:(grinning)Goodnowlet'sgo!

Hegotupandwalkedtowardsme.Everysinglestep

hetooktowardsmemademefeelliketheroom was

runningoutofairandIwassuffocating.Whenhe

grabbedmywaistIalmostfainted.Histouchdid

thingstome.ThingsIcouldn'tdescribeevenifItried.

Weusedtheexitatthebacksowecouldavoid

people'sstares.

HeopenedthedoorofhisblueKiaSportageandI

gotinthenhegotintohisside.

Mhambi:Sowheredoyouwanttohavelunch?

Me:Um......



Mhambi:Areyoualwaysthisshyoryouarejust

scaredofme?

Me:Both(Iwhispered)

Mhambi:LookRethathere'snoneedtobescared

aroundmejustbeyourself.

Heopenedtheglovecompartmentandtookouta

bottleofSmirnoff1818.Heopeneditandtookasip

thenhandedittome.

Mhambi:Drink!

Hisvoicewassocommandingbutsexy.Itookthe

bottleandgulpeddowntheliquor.

Mhambi:Whoa!Areyoutryingtoburnyourliver?!

Thisisnotwater.

Hesnatchedthebottleandplaceditonhissideof

thedoor.

Me:Iknow,I'm sorry.

Mhambi:It'scoolsohowaboutwegohavelunch

now.

Me:YeahhowaboutSpur,I'm cravingsomeribsand



aglassofwine.

Mhambi:Nomorealcoholforyouyounglady.

Me:I'm notachildsir.

Mhambi:CallmeMhambi.

Me:Thatwouldbedisrespectfulsir.

Mhambi:SaysironemoretimeandI'llfuckyouin

thiscarrightnow!

Iswallowedalumpinmythroat.Apartofme

wantedhim tofuckmeinthiscarcausethenigga

mademewetbutIknewbetterthantosleepwith

myboss.

ThedrivetoSpurwasaquietone.Noonesaid

anythingtoanyone.Ijustlookedoutthewindowand

enjoyedtheview.

|Owethu|

Iwaswokenupatnoonbyaphonecallfrom my

bestfriend.

Me:Girl!

Dee:Heyhowareyou?Imissyou.



Me:I'm goodandImissyoulikecrazy.

Dee:Sohow'syourlovelifegoing?

Me:WebothknowthatIdon'tdorelationships,Ijust

havesideniggasforthesex.

Dee:Don'tyougettiredofthatshit.

Me:(sigh)NahIdon't,afterNdondobrokemyheart

andsleptwithmysisterIsworethatI'llneverleta

niggaplayme.Idotheplayingnow.

Dee:YouhavetomoveonwithyourlifeOwethu.

Forgetaboutthepast,forgetaboutNdondo.It'stime

tomoveonanddoyou.Gooutthereandfindyour

ownhappiness,itdoesn'tnecessarilyhavetobea

man.Don'tmakeNdondothecenterofyourworld.

Me:IdidmoveonDee!

Dee:Calm downthere'snoneedtogetworkedup.

Honestlyspeakingyouhaven'tmovedon.Youare

justrunningawayfrom thepain.Youareusingthese

mensoyoucanforgetthatyouarehurting.You

haven'tdealtwiththepainyetcauseevery

conversationwehavewillleadtoNdondo.



Me:Idon'thavetimeforthisDee,bye.

Ihangupandthrewmyphoneonthewall,itbroke

intopieces.Tearsgusheddownmycheeks.

YesIknowIhaven'tmovedonfrom Ndondoyetand

Ireallycan't.Seeinghim withmysisteralmost

everydayhurtslikehellsometimesIthinktheyare

doingitonpurpose.Theyjustwanttotortureme.

EverytimeIseethem Ifeellikekillingher,Istillcan't

believethatmysisterbetrayedmeandstolemyman

justlikethat.

AftermycryingsessionIwenttothekitchentogeta

bottleofredwine.Imademywaybacktomy

bedroom anddrankmysorrowsawaywhilelistening

tosadlovesongs.

|Mhambi|

LunchwithRethabilewasbetterthanIexpected.

She'swascoolanddramafree.Shewasabitshyat

firstbutshegotusetomequickly.

DuringlunchAfrikawasblowingupmyphonewith

messages.Iignoredhim completelybecauseIknow

he'sabouttogivemealectureandtellmetostay



awayfrom RethabileandIam notabouttodothat

anytimesoon.Iwannaseewherethisthingwehave

willtakeus.Idon'twanttopromiseherheavenand

earthbutIwanttobeabletotakecareofherand

protecther.

AsIstoppedthecarattherobotbulletsstarted

flyingtowardsus.

Me:Getdown!

Sheduckedonherseatandputherhandsonher

head.Icouldseeablackcarbehindusandsomeone

flyingbulletafterbullettowardsus.

Retha:What'sgoingon?

IcouldseethatshewasscaredsoIputthecarin

driveandspedoffdownthelane.

Me:It'sokayRethajustkeepyourheaddown.

Retha:Wherearewegoing?

Me:We'lljustdrivearounduntilwelosethem.

Retha:Can'twegobacktotheoffice?

Me:Nothatwouldbedangerous.Idon'twanttoput



myemployee'slivesindanger.

Retha:Let'scallthecopsthen.

Me:Rethawillyoujustshutup!

Iwasgettingpissedoffwithher21questionsandI

lostmycool.Ineverlosemycool,ever.Ilookedat

herandshewascrying.

Me:RethalookI'm sorryforyellingatyoubutjust

hangintherewhileIgetyoutosafety.Ican'tcallthe

copsandIcan'ttellyouthereasonwhybecauseit's

mypersonalbusiness.

|Luyanda|

Afrikapaceupanddownwilltryingtomakeacall.

Afrika:Fuck!

Me:Youstillcan'tgetaholdofhim?

Afrika:Yeah,hefuckingswitchedhisphoneoff.

Loyisoneverswitcheshisphoneoff.

Me:Hey,listenIknowyou'restressedoutbutI'm

surehisfinewhereverheis.

Afrika:He'smessingwithmyschedule.Mhambi



shouldbedeadbynowbutnohejusthastodo

thingsathisownpace,nx.

Me:Baby!

Afrika:Yeah

Me:Chill,everythingwillworkout.

Hegrabbedmyassandsqueezedit.Imoanedashe

leftatrailofkissesonmyneckandthenhe

whisperedinmyear...

Afrika:JobeConstructionwillbeoursprettysoon.

Wewillrulethiscity.

Tobecontinued



OfficeAffair

Chapter3

|Afrika|

MeandLuyaweredrinkingwhiskeyatourhouse

whenLoyisowalkedin.Loyisoismybabybrother

butwehavedifferentfathers.MyfatherisNdlovu

themostpowerfulmaninthiscityandhisfatheris

Bab'Zondowhohappenstobeadrugdealer.Our

fathershateeachotherbutwegetalongwell.We

arehotshotbusinessmen,thetypeyoudon'twishto

messwith.Ourmotherdiedyears,dadkilledher

afterfindingoutthatshecheatedonhim with

Bab'Zondo.

Me:And?

Istoodupandwalkedtowardshim.

Loyiso:Thebastardgotaway!

Me:Howcanyoulethim getaway,didn'tyoutellme

thatyoucanhandleit?

Loyiso:Ididbut.....



Me:Butwhat?!I'm sickandtiredofplayingthis

gamewithMhambi,Iwanthim dead.

Loyiso:Webothwanthim deadbro.Weinthis

togetherremember.

Me:Thenwhydidyoufailyetanothermission?!

Loyiso:I'm workingonitjustgivemetime.

Me:Timeiswhatwedon'thaveLoyiso.Weshould

betheownersofJobeConstructionbynowbutyour

slowpunkassisalwaysmessingthingsup.

Loyiso:Don'tyoudaretalktomelikethat!I

understandthatyou'reangry,Iam toobutwe'llstrike

whenthetimeisright.We'llfigureoutanotherplan.

Me:I'm goingtotheoffice,youbetterhaveaplan

andrealsoontoo.Babelet'sgo.

IwalkedoutofthehousewithLuyabehindme.

|Rethabile|

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutallIrememberwere

bulletsflyingaround.AfterMhambiyelledatmeI

coveredmyears,layedmyheadonmylapand

waitedformydeath.



Asofthandtouchedme,Ilookedupandsaw

Mhambismilingatme.

Mhambi:Heywesafenow.Welostthem.

Reliefwashedoverme.Ijustsawmylifeflashright

beforemyeyesandI'm gratefulthatGodsavedme

yetagain.Ididn'tevenrealizethatthecarstoppedat

abeautifulmansion.

Mhambi:LookRethabileI'm sorryforwhathappened.

Ididn'tknowitwasgoingtohappenIswear.It

wasn'tmyintentiontoputyourlifeindanger.

Inodded

Mhambi:Pleasesaysomething....anything

Me:TakemebacktotheofficesoIcanfetchmycar

andgohome.Idon'tthinkIcanfocusatworkafter

whathappened.

Mhambi:I'lltakeyouhomemyself.Youareinno

statetodrive.Isthereanythingyouneedatthe

office?

Me:Justmylaptopinmycar.

Henoddedthenopenedthedoorandgotoutofthe



car.Secondslatermydooropenedandheheldout

hishand.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Mhambi:I'm changingcars,thisoneisdamagedand

hasbulletholes.

Me:Oh!Right.

Igrabbedhishandandsteppedoutofthecar.He

leadmetoaredPorscheGT2.

Me:Who'shouseisthis?

Mhambi:Mine.

Me:It'sbeautiful

Mhambi:Thankyou

|Luyanda|

Me:BabeIthinkyouwereabittoohardonLoyiso.

Afrika:Areyouhislawyernow?

Me:Nobut....

Afrika:Thenmindyourownbusiness.

Me:Afrikajustlistentomeforasecond.



Afrika:Areyouhisgirlfriendormine?

Me:YouknowI'm yoursbabebut....

Afrika:Thenactlikeit.Youaresupposetobeonmy

sidehere.Youaresupposetohavemybacknot

dictatemyeverymove.Ifyoufeellikespeakingon

hisbehalfthengetoutofmycarnow.

Isighedthenstaredoutthewindow.OnethingI

knowaboutAfrikaisthathechangeslikethe

weather,oneminutehe'shappythenthenexthe'sa

monster.

|Mhambi|

IpulledupinfrontofRethabile'sgateandswitched

offtheengine.

Me:Hereyougo.

Retha:Thankyou.

Me:Nosweatjustgetsomerest.Givemeacallif

youneedalifttowork.

Itookmycardandhandedittoher..

Retha:(fakingasmile)Thanks.



Shegotoutofthecarwithherthingsandwent

inside.Iwatchedheruntilshewassafelyinsidethe

housethenIstartedtheengineandwentbackto

work.

|Rethabile|

WhenIgotinsidethehouseIletoutasighofrelief.I

wassafehere.ThehousewasquietsoIwenttomy

bedroom andfreshenedup.WhenIwasdoneIwent

tothekitchen.IfoundOwethupreparingdinnerwith

abottleofwineinherhand.Shewasamess.

Me:Hey,areyouokay?

Owethu:I'm finejustsufferingfrom midlifecrisis.

Me:Ohokay.

Owethu:Youhomeearlytodayissomethingwrong?

Me:Let'sjustsayIalmostdiedbutI'm fineandI

don'treallywanttotalkaboutit.

Owethu:Ohwellsuityourself,pleasefinishuphereI

needtofreshenupmydatewillbehereat6pm.

Me:Okaycool.



Shewalkedtothebathroom andbangedthedoor

behindher.Okaysomethingisdefinitelywrongwith

her.Owethuisn'tusuallyamoodyperson,she's

alwayscarefreeandstress-freebuttodaysomething

waseatingherup.Maybesomethinghappenedin

thepast,she'snotonewhoopensupaboutherpast

butsheknowsaboutmine.Speakingofpast,IthinkI

feelsometypeofwayforMhambi.He'sdefinitely

mytypeofguy,muscular,protectiveandhetakes

chargewhenhehasto,heseemslikethetypeof

persononedoesn'tmessaroundwith.Iwonderifhe

hasagirlfriend.Maybehedoesn'tcausehewouldn't

haveaskedmeoutforlunchtoday.There'snolady

involvedwithhim soI'lljustmakehim noticeme.

Fuckalltheruleshe'smine.

|Mhambi|

WhenIgottotheofficeAfrikawaswaitingforme

outsidethebuilding.Igotoutofthecarandwalked

towardshim.

Afrika:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeenman!

Me:NotnowNdlovu!



Ireallywasn'tinthemoodforhislectures.

Afrika:Youhadameetingwithpotentialinvestorsan

hoursagoandyoutellingmenotnow.

Me:Shit!Icompletelyforgotaboutthat.

Afrika:RelaxIhandledit.Don'ttellmethatyouwere

withthatRethabilechick.

Me:Itookheroutforlunchandonourwaybackwe

gotattacked.

Afrika:What!Bywho?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybeLoyiso.

Afrika:Youhaven'tpaidhim.

Me:NoIhaven'tandIwon't.

Iwalkedbackinside.Afrikafollowedme.

Afrika:Whynot?Whatifhedoessomethingfar

worsethanattackyou?

Me:Hewon't,thatguyistoochickentodoanything

beyondwhathedidtoday.

Tobecontinued..
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Chapter4

|Rethabile|

Todayit'saFridayandIdon'tthinkI'llbegoingto

work.I'llclockinonMondayandbesidesMhambi

toldmetogetsomerest.

Iwasinthekitchensippingonacupofteaanda

sliceofchocolatecakegoingthroughmyInstagram

account.Inormallydidthisduringtheweekend

whenI'm homebuttodayIdecidedtostartaday

earlier.Theweatheroutsidewascloudyhenceithad

beenrainingallnightlong.Adoorbangedinthe

backgroundandOwethuwalkedinstillinhersilk

pajamas,theonlypairshehaswhichIboughtforher

onherbirthdaylastmonth.

Owethu:(yawning)Morning.

Me:Hey,Ididn'tknowthatyouwerehome.

Owethu:Icamebackearlylastnightthedatewasa

nightmare.Canyoubelievethatniggaforgothis



walletandIhadtopaythebill.

Shewalkedovertothecoffeemachineandpulled

outacupfrom thecupboardandpouredherself

somecoffee.OwethulovescoffeeandIontheother

handdon'tdrinkcoffeebutImakesurethather

coffeeispreparedbeforeshewakesup.

Me:Andyouactuallypaidthebill?

Owethu:(takingthesugerfrom me)Fuckno!Idon't

rolllikethat.Hetoldmehe'dpaythenbam heleft

hiswallet.I'm nofoolsoIplayedhim athisown

game.Iaskedforabathroom breakthenslidoutthe

backdoor.Niggawillbeondishdutyforthenext

fewmonths.

Me:(giggling)You'reheartlessyouknowthat.

Owethu:Ifhedoesn'thavecashthenheshouldn't

havetakenmetothemostexpensiverestaurantin

town.Thatwasahighclassplaceonlyfortherich.

Niggaorderedexpensivedishesandwinethen

expectedmetopay,hellnah.

Me:(laughing)Iwouldhaveprobablydonethesame

thing.



Owethu:Anywaysenoughaboutmysobstories.

Ain'tyougoingtoworktoday?

Me:NoI'm not,Ineedtorest.

Owethu:Luckyyou,wellletmegetreadycausemy

shiftstartsat11:00.

Me:AndI'm sureyourmanisondishdutyaswe

speak.

Owethu:OfcourseheisIwon'tbeplayedbyhim.I'm

gladhedoesn'tknowwhereIwork.

Ilaughedandcontinuedroamingthroughsocial

media.

|Afrika|

Iwasinthekitchenwithmybrother.I'llbeheadingto

workrealsoonI'm justwaitingforLuyatofinish

gettingready.Loyisowaspacingupanddown

shirtlesswithabeerinhishand.Itookasipfrom my

coffee.

Me:Youshouldhaveseenhim bro,helookedme

straightintheeyeandtoldmethathewon'tpayusa

singledime.Iwantedtostranglehim todeath.



Loyiso:Thatfuckheadhasanotherthingcoming.I'm

goingtostrikehim realhard.

Me:Youbettercomeupwithaplanandfastcause

I'm tiredofstaringattheniggaeverydayactinglike

hisdamnfriend.

Luyandawalkedin.

Luya:BabeI'm readytogonow.

Loyiso:I'llcomeupwithaplanbrointhemeantime

justhanginthere.

Me:I'lltrymybest.Let'sgoLuyanda.

|Rethabile|

MyphonerangasIwalkedoutoftheshower.Itwas

anunknownnumber.

Me:RethabileMavundlahello.

Caller:MissMavundlayouspeakingtoNurseSibiya.

I'm callingregardingyourgrandma.

Me:Issheokay?Didsomethinghappentoher?

Caller:Shewasadmittedatthe******Hospitallast

nightandshe'dliketoseeyou.



Me:OkayI'm onmywayrightnow.

Ihungupandrushedinthebedroom togetdressed.

IwonderwhathappenedtoGogothistime.Didher

bloodpressurespike?Orisitherdiabetes?Whatif

hercancerisback?Somanyquestionsroamedmy

mind.

Ifinishedgettingdressedandranoutsidewithmy

purseandphonethenithitme.Thecarwasleftat

theoffice.IpulledoutMhambi'scardanddialedhis

number.

Mhambi:Sitholehello..

Me:Mhambiit'smeRethabile.

Mhambi:What'swrong?Yousoundlikeyou

panicking.

Me:Ineedtogetsomewhereit'surgentandIneed

mycar.

Mhambi:I'lltakeyouwhereveryouneedtogo.

Whereareyourightnow?

Me:There'snoneedtofetchme.

Mhambi:RethabileI'm notaskingyouitwasadirect



order.

Me:(sigh)I'm athome.

Mhambi:Good,I'llbetherein10minutes.

HehungupandIpacedupanddowntheveranda.

WhydidIleavemycaratwork.

|Mhambi|

Irushedoutofmyofficeandheadedfortheelevator.

Afrikacalledme...

Me:AfrikanotnowI'm inarush.

Afrika:Iwashopingwecouldn'thavesomedrinks

andcatchupbeforeournextmeetingat2pm.

Me:Ican'tman,Ineedtobesomewhere.Maybe

someothertime.

TheelevatoropenedandIrushedinside.

|Rethabile|

I'vebeenwaitingforMhambifor40minutesnow

andhestillhasn'tshowedup.Iwalkedoutthegate

andlockedit.Mybestoptionrightnowistocatcha

taxi.



Mhambi'scarstoppedbesidesmeasIlooked

aroundfortaxi's.Hesignaledmetogetintothecar

butIfoldedmyarmsandignoredhim.

Mhambi:(rollingdownthewindow)I'm sorryI'm late

Rethabutpleasejustgetinthedamncarplease.

Ididn'targuewithhim Ijustgotinthecarandtold

him whereI'm goingthenlookedoutthewindow.

Thecarpulledupinaparkingspotatthehospital

andIgotout.MhambifollowedaftermewhileI

talkedtothereceptionist.

Mhambi:I'llwaithere.

Inoddedandmademywaydownthehalltowards

grandma'sward.Shewaslyinginbedwithacupof

teainherhand.

Me:Gogo,areyouokay?

Gogo:(smiling)I'm finemybaby.

Me:Whathappened?Whywereyouadmittedlast

night?

Gogo:Mycancerisbackandthistimeit'sstronger

thanbefore.



Me:(sigh)I'llgetsomemoneysoyoucanstartyour

treatment.

Gogo:Noneedmybaby.ThedoctorsaidIhave6

monthslefttoliveifIdochemoagainthenI'lldie

sooner.

Me:(sobbing)ButGogoyoucan'tleaveme.Istill

needyou.WecangetaspecialisttostepinI'llpay.

Gogo:Mybaby,Iunderstandthatthisishardonyou

andIwon'tsugarcoatanythingtoyou.I'm dying

Rethabile.MytimehereisupandIacceptthat.I've

decidedtostayinahospiceuntilItakemylast

breath.Gotomyhouseandlookthroughmystuff.

Meandyourgrandpaleftyousomemoneytouseto

takecareofyourself.Iwantyoutouseit.Sellthe

houseandusethatmoneytoo.

Me:(sobbing)NononoGogo,younotgoingtodie.

YoustillgoingtoliveandI'm stillgoingtobuyyou

thathouseyoualwayswanted.Youstillgoingtoride

myfirstcarthatI'llbebuyingnextyear.Youstill

goingtolivelong.I'm notgonnasellyourhouse.You

willbedischargedandyou'llgohomewithme



(laughs)yeah(nodding)wearegoingtospend

Christmastogether.Younotgonnadie.Youstill

goingtoliveformanymoreyears.

Gogo:(wipingatear)RethabilemygrandchildIlove

youokay.Iloveyousomuch.ButIcan'tdisrupt

God'splan.Ifit'smytimetoleavethisearththen

don'tfightit.Don'targuewiththeLord.Anotherthing

thatyouneedtoknowisthat,yourmotherisstill

alive.Shetakescocaine.Whenshefellpregnant

withyou,shedidn'twantyou.Aftershegavebirth

shedisappearedatthefaceoftheearthwithher

drugdealerboyfriend.Iknowthatshe'sstillaliveand

I'llneedyoutogolookforherandbringherhome

whereshebelongs.Gethertorehabtoo.Please

don'thateher,shedidn'tmeantoabandonyou.

Forgivehermybabydon'tholdgrudges,don'thate

her,don'tbeangryather.Forgiveherokay.

Inodded.Granpulledmeintoahugandwecriedin

eachother'sarmsuntilanursecameandtoldme

thatvisitinghoursareover.Ilefttheward

heartbroken.Everythingthathappenedtodayjust

overwhelmedme.



AsIwalkedintothereceptionwithtearsviolently

blindingmyeyes,Mhambipulledmeintoawarm

embrace.

Mhambi:Shhhhit'sokay,letitoutbaby.Letitallout

mylove.

Icriedinhisarmsforsometime.WhenIhadcalmed

downhisshirtwaswet.Hepulledmeoutsideand

towardshiscar.

Thedrivehomewasquiet,Iwasbusywithmyphone

becauseIdidn'twanttothinkaboutwhathappened.

Atextfrom Owethucamethroughsayingthatshe

won'tbehomeuntilMonday.

Tobecontinued..



OfficeAffair

Chapter5

|Rethabile|

IwasdeepinlalalandwhenIheardafaintsoundof

aknockonmydoor.Iwokeupandsatinbed.The

timewas8:50a.m.

Me:Comein!

Mhambiwalkedinshirtlesswithatrayofbreakfast.I

studiedhisbodystructure.Hewasabitmuscular

andhedidn'thavea6packbuthewasingood

shape.Ifoughttheurgetorunmyhandsdownhis

chest.Mybodywasreactingtothemaninfrontof

me.Iwantedhislipstosuckmypussyanddriveme

insane.Iwantedtoscream hisnamewhenhe

shovedhisdickinme.Speakingofdick....myeyes

fellallthewaytohispants.He'sdickprintwasn'tthe

bad.Youcouldonlyseeitifyoureallyfocusedon

thelowerareaofhisbody.

Mhambi:ShouldIstripcauseyou'vebeenstaringat



mefor2minutes.

Iblushed..

Me:I'm sorry.

Mhambi:(chuckles)Nahit'scool,anywayIbought

youbreakfastinbed.Ifiguredthatyoumightbeabit

undertheweatheraboutyesterday.

Me:(smiling)Thankyou.

Speakingofyesterdayafterwegotbackfrom the

hospitalIinvitedMhambiforlunchbutIordered

pizza.Itoldhim whathappenedbutendedupcrying

yetagainsohestayedwithmeuntilIcalmeddown

butdecidedtosleepoversincemyroommatewasn't

home.Ipreparedaspotforhim onthecouchandhe

cuddledwithmeuntilIfeelasleep.I'm guessinghe

carriedmetobedcauseIwasn'tinmybedroom at

thattime.Beinginhisarmswasadream cometrue.

Hisembracewaswarm andcozyandlovingandI

feltasenseofsecurity.

Mhambi:Wellsinceit'sSaturdayI'm goingtotake

yououtforsomeshoppingandmaybelunch.Justto

cheeryouupofcourse.



Me:Idon'treallyhavemoneyrightnow.

Mhambi:I'llpayforeverythingandbeforeyousay

anything,Iam nottakingnoforananswer.

Inodded...

Mhambi:Ineedtoheadhomeandfreshenup,I'llbe

backat10:30topickyouup.Makesureyouready.

Hewalkedoutleavingmedefeated.Ihavenoidea

whattocallthisthinghappeningbetweenus.Ihave

somesortoffeelingstowardshim andI'm notsure

whattheyare.I'm probablyjustimaginingthings,I

meanhe'smyboss.Mysuperhot,sexybossand

we'rejustgoingoutascolleagues.Yeahthat'sit.

|Loyiso|

Isippedonmybeerasmybrotherwalkedinstillin

hispajamaspants.Ihandedhim hismorningcoffee

ashesatdown.

Me:Sobroisitdoneyet?Didyoudoit?

Afrika:ItriedbuthewasheadingsomewheresoI

couldn'tpoisonhim.

Me:(sigh)Fuck!



Afrika:We'llgetanotherchancehopefullybutfor

nowlet'stoneitdownsohedoesn'tsuspectathing.

Me:Yeahgoodidea.

Afrika:LookI'llbeheadinghomelaterontoseedad,

pleaselookaftermygirlandnofunnybusiness.

Inodded..

Me:How'stheoldmananyway?

Afrika:Hislunginfectionisgettingworse.LookI

needtogetreadyI'llbebacktomorrow.

Me:Okaycool.

|Rethabile|

Ifinishedputtingonmyearringsandgotagoodlook

atmyselfinthemirror.Iwasn'tthatbad.Itsuddenly

startedrainingoutsideandIdecidedtogofora

warmerlookwhichisjeans,alongsleeveT-shirt,a

bodywarmerandankleboots.Ifinishedthelook

withawhitebeaniethatmatchesmyhandbag.

MhambiwalkedinimmediatelyafterIwasdone.

Mhambi:Wow!



Iblushed..

Me:Let'sgo.Isitrainingtoohardoutside?

Mhambi:Nahit'sjustdrizzling.....youlookawesome.

Me:(blushing)Thanks.

wewalkedoutofthehouseandIlookeditandgot

intothecar.

|Debbie|

Ilookedaroundnervouslytryingtogetaglimpseof

mysister.Wehadscheduledtomeethereat

Mugg&Beanforbreakfastbutshestillhasn'tshown

up.Isippedonmycaffèlatte.

Luyawalkedin5minuteslaterwhenIwasaboutto

callher.

Me:Finally!

Luya:I'm sorryI'm late,trafficwasanightmare.You

knowhowitis,theeasterseasonisaroundthe

cornersovisitorsarefloodingin.

Me:Noneedtoapologize.Anywayhowareyou?

Luya:I'm goodandyou?



Me:Notsogood.Mamaishavingseizureafter

seizure.Herepilepsyisactingupagainandshe

doesn'twanttotakehermedicineanymore.

Luya:(sigh)Youknowmom she'salwaysbeen

stubborn.

Me:Butifshewantstobebetterthenshehasto

takehermeds.

Luya:I'llcomebyandtalktoherokay.Otherwiseis

everythingelseokay?Arethegroceriesenough?Do

youhaveenoughmoney?

Me:Yeaheverythingisfine.Istillhave10Kwithme

sowegood.

Luya:I'm glad,Ican'tloseyouormom.

Me:Anywayshow'syourcutehunk?

Luya:He'sfinebutIhavemyeyesonhisbrother

now.

Me:Areyoutryingtogetyourselfkilled?

Luya:I'llbecareful,Afrikadoesn'thavetoknowa

thing.I'llstriketodaysincehewon'tbehome.



Me:YouareplayingwithfireLuyanda.

Luya:Idon'tneedalecturefrom yourightnow.I

knowwhatI'm doing.Let'sorder.

Icalledthewaiter..

|Rethabile|

SpendingthedaywithMhambiwassuperfun.We

wenttoGatewayTheatreofShoppinglocatedin

UmhlangaRocks.Itwasamazingandtheplacewas

huge.Therewasahugefountainoutside.Westarted

withshopping,walkinginandoutofshopshandin

hand.I'veneverboughtsomanyclothesbefore.We

wenttoSportsceneandeveryotherstorethatsold

clothesafterthatwewenttoputeverythinginthe

carthenwentbackinsideandhadlunchatSteers.

Ourdaydidn'tendthere,wevisitedthearcadeand

wenttothethemeparkthenfinishedthedayatone

ofthemovietheatres.Itwasfun,justchattingand

laughingwithaguy.It'sofficialhetakesmeashis

girlfriendotherwisenoguywoulddoallthis.

|Loyiso|

Ifinishedupcheckingthesecuritycamerasand



sanitisedmythroatwithtwoglassesofwhiskey.I

yawnedandstretched.It'sbeenalongdayandit's

timeIretiredtomybed.Luyaisprobablyasleepby

now.Ilookedaroundmybrothersstudyinsearchfor

alightswitch.ThedooropenedandLuyawalkedin

wearingnothingbutapairofredheels.Ilookedat

hershockedashellandmydickwasalready

dancing.

Luya:Heyhandsome,likewhatyousee?

Shecatwalkedtowardsmeandsatonthetableright

infrontofmewithherlegswideopenandherfinger

playingwithherpussy.ItwasthehottestthingI've

everseen.

Me:Luyandawhaton...earthareyoudoing?

Luya:IwantyouandIknowyouwantmetoo.

Me:Butyoudatingmybrother.

Luya:Iwon'ttellifyoudon't.

Iwasprobablygonnaregretthislater.

Me:Onmylapnow!

Sheobeyedalmostimmediately.Itookoutmydick



asshesatonit.Withoutwastinganytimesherode

melikeafuckingcowgirl.

Me:Thisiswrongbutitfeelssodamnright.

Tobecontinued..



OfficeAffair

Chapter6

|Rethabile|

Iwokeupfeelinglikeamillionbucks.ItwasMonday

morningandthesunwasupandstretchingit's

bones.BirdswerecompetinginIdolsSAoutside.It

wasabeautifuldaytopullonasmileasbigasa

dick.

Irolledoutofbedandopenedthecurtainsand

windows.It'sbeenawhilesinceI'vebeenthishappy

aboutlife.

AwhilelaterIwalkedoutoftheshowerandlotioned.

TodayI'llwearmysmallpencilskirtwiththewhite

blouseMhambiboughtformeandablazer,black

stockingsandhighheels.Iaddedsomeaccessories

toglam itupandIwasonflick.Ifinishedmylook

withredlipstick,Inormallydon'twearlipstickonly

glossbuttodayitwastimeforchange.

Igrabbedmythingsandheadedtothekitchen.



Owethuwasalreadythereinheruniform fryingeggs

withacupofcoffeenexttoher.

Me:Morning

Ismiledandshelookedatmeshocked.

Owethu:Girl!Youareonfire.

Me:Thankyou.

Owethu:Whoishe?

Me:Ithasnothingtodowithaman,Ijustdecidedto

spoilmyself.

Owethu:GirlI'm nofool,youlooklikesomeone

straightfrom amagazinesowhoistheguyyou're

tryingtoimpresswiththatshortskirt.

Iblushed

Me:Myboss.

Owethu:OhmyGodshe'slostherdamnmind!

Me:It'snotmyfaultthattheniggahasbeen

checkingmeoutandspendingalotoftimewithme.

Owethu:Haveyouhadsexyet?



Iwasshocked

Me:Owethu!

Owethu:Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowthesethings.

Me:Youareunbelievableyouknowthat.AndnoI

haven't.

Owethu:Sobasicallyyouhaveasupercuteguy

givingyouattentionandyourpussystillwon'tbreak

it'sfastingdays.Igiveupshame.

Me:Noteverythingisaboutsex,wearejust

exploringwhatwehave.

Owethu:Untilheseessomeonewhowillgivehim

whathewantsandleaveyourassheartbroken.

Me:Okayyouarebeingtotallymelodramatic.You

knowwhatIthinkIlostmyappetite.I'm goingto

work.

Owethu:Youdon'thaveacarremember.

Shit!Whydidn'tIfetchmycarattheoffice.Argh.I

stormedtomybedroom,bangedthedoorandcalled

Mhambi.Afterassuringmethathe'llcomepickme

upIretiredonmybedandthoughtaboutwhat



Owethusaid.DidIreallyhavetoprovemylovefor

Mhambibysleepingwithhim?Wouldn'tthatmake

melooklikeaslut?Ireallydolovehim.I'm notjust

sayingitbutI'vefalleninlovewithhim.

MystomachstartedgrowlingremindingmethatI

haven'teatenyet.Istoodupandtiptoedtothedoor

andlistened.Iheardthefrontdooropenandclose

after.Iopenedthebedroom doorandlookedaround.

Goodshewasgone.Isnuckintothekitchenand

foundanote.

"Iknewyou'dcometoyoursensesnowstopbeinga

dramaqueen.Yourfoodisinthemicrowave.I'm

sleepingatmyman'splace,seeyoutomorrowafter

work.LoveOwethu."

Ichuckledandfetchedmyfoodandatewhile

listeningtomusicplayingnextdoor.

|Loyiso|

IgroanedasLuyagavemeablowjobinthedining

room.

Me:Youaregonnabethedeathofmewoman.



Afrika:(Walkingdownthestairs)Luya!

Luyagotupandfixedherselfquickly.Iputmydick

backinmypantsandzippedthem up.

Luya:Yeah!

Afrikaappearedinthedoorwayandlookedatus.

Afrika:Youleftyourphoneupstairsandit'sbeen

ringing.

Luya:Ohokaythanks.

Afrika:Whyisyourlipstickmessedup?

Luya:Um....Iwasdrinkingwaternotknowingthatit's

stillwetanditmesseditup.

Afrika:OhIsee.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom andwentupstairs.

Afrika:Bro!

Me:Sho.

Afrika:Tonightwehavetostartdevelopinganew

plan.

Me:Okaythat'sfinewithme.Arethereanynew



developments?

Afrika:IthinkthereisbutI'llneedtoconfirm itfirst.

I'llletyouknowtonight.

IsippedonmybeerwhileeatingFrenchtoast.Ihave

tobemorecarefulwhenitcomestoAfrika,Idon't

wanthim findingoutthatI'm fuckinghisgirl.And

Luyaisonesavagebitch,sheain'tafraidoftaking

risks.

|Luyanda|

Iclosedthedoorandsighedinrelief.Thatwasclose,

Ishouldbemorecarefulnexttime,Ican'triskbeing

caught.MypussywaswetasfuckandIwashorny.I

grabbedmyphoneandwentthroughmymessages,

itwasnothingmajorbutIhadanemailfrom work

aboutanemergencyboardmeetingthismorning.I

wonderwhatit'sabout.

|Rethabile|

AsIsatdownonmydeskatworkIcouldn'thelpbut

wonderwhatthisemergencyboardmeetingwas

about.Itwasthetalkoftheofficethismorning.It

seemsliketheentireHRdepartmentistobepresent.



Ijusthopeweain'tinanytrouble.JustasItriedto

focusonworkLuyawalkedin.

Luya:Friend,doyouknowwhatthismeetingisabout?

Me:Iwish.

Luya:Andthenminiskirt,redlipstick,areyoutrying

togetthebosstonoticeyou.

Iblushed

Me:MaybeIam.

Luya:Itoldyouhelikesyou.

Me:Whatever.

Icheckedmywristwatchanditwastime.

Me:Let'sgotothetopfloor!

Ifixedmyselfandweexitedtheoffice.

Minuteslatertheboardroom wasfilledupandthe

bosswalkedinalongwiththedeputyCEOAfrikaand

theirpersonalsecretary.Somethingwasdefinitely

goingonbetweenLuyaandthatguy,theyalways

seemedtobestaringateachotherlikelovers.Were

theydating?Afrikastoodupandgreeted.



Afrika:Goodmorningguys.Sorrytocallyouinhere

atsuchshortnotice,I'm gladeveryonecouldmakeit.

Idon'tknowthepurposeofthismeetingbecauseI

onlyfoundoutaboutitthismorningsoI'llletMr

Sitholespeak.

Mhambi:(clearingthroat)Thankyouallforcoming

andI'llmakesuretokeepthisshortandsweet.I've

madeafewchangesandshiftedafewpositions.

LuyandaMlabayouarenolongertheheadofHR.

Iwasshocked.

Luya:What!Why?

Mhambi:Youonlygotthatpositionbecauseyouare

sleepingwiththedeputyCEO.Youarenowajunior

HRmanager.Youstartfrom scratchnotsleepyour

waytothetopMissMlaba.RethabileMavundla

congratulationsyouarenowtheChiefhuman

resourcesofficerorshouldIsayheadofHR.Don't

disappointmeMissMavundla.

Iswearmyjawdroppedonthefloor.Istaredat

Mhambiashesmirked.

Mhambi:Ladiesyouwillswapofficesimmediately



andresumewithyourdailytasks.

Luya:Saveyourbreathasshole,Iquit.

Shestoodupandstormedoutoftheboardroom.

Mhambi:Thatwouldbeallfortoday.Meeting

adjourned.

Everyonescatteredoutoftheboardroom andAfrika

remainedseated.Hewasbeyondshockandsowas

I.WhatgamewasMhambiplayingandwhyuseme?

Afterminutesinthebathroom tryingtodigest

everythingIwenttomyoffice.Luyawasstanding

therearmsfolded.

Me:LuyaIam sosorryabout....

Sheslappedmehard.

Me:Luyanda!

Sheslappedmeagain.

Luya:(sobbing)Howcouldyou!.....Howcouldyou

Rethabile!....Ithoughtyouweremyfriend.

Me:Iam your....



Luya:Shutup!

Me:Luyanda!

Luya:Allthistimeyouwereplottingagainstme.You

actedasmyfriendandwhenbossbaenoticedyou

thenyoudecidedtostrike.Youusedmeallbecause

youwerejealousthatI'm headofHR.Justbecause

you'redatingthebossdoesn'tmeanyoucanhave

yourway.Iworkedhardtogettothatposition.You'll

payforthisRethabile,markmywords.

|Afrika|

Isatintheboardroom unabletomove.

Mhambihasanerve,alivertotakemygirloutofher

position.Bastardhasletthesnakeoutofthehole.

I'llmakesurehepaysforthis.Noonedoesthatto

thepeopleIlove.HowdoesheevenknowthatLuya

ismygirl.Nooneinthisofficeknows.Istoodup

andpouredmyselfaglassofwhiskey.Igulpedit

downwithoutanyhesitation.Oneglassbecame5

andbeforeIknewit,thewholebottlewasempty.I

waspissedashellandnowdrunk.Iloosedmytie

andwalkedtotheelevator.



IwalkedintoMhambi'sofficeandfellonthefloor.I

tookaminutetocatchmybreathashewalkedme

holdingbackalaugh.Istoodupandsatinachair.

Me:Howcouldyouman!

Mhambi:Ididwhat'sbestforthiscompany.

Me:Youhumiliatedher,youembarrassedherin

frontofeveryone!

Mhambi:ThewholeHRdepartmenthadtoknowthe

truth.

Me:Youareasorryexcuseforaman!

Mhambi:(laughs)Youarethelastpersontosaythat

whenyousmelllikebooze.You'redrunkinthe

workplaceandit'sinappropriateandunprofessional.

I'm givingyouaverbalwarningandifyouarenot

carefulyou'llfollowyourskank.Nowgetoutofmy

officeandgohome.Comebacktomorrowwell

restedandsoberandgetbacktowork.

Tobecontinued...



OfficeAffair

Chapter7

|Luyanda|

WhenIgothomeIwasspittingfire.Ican'tbelieveI

wasbetrayedbyRethabile.Peoplearesofakeinthis

worldevenAfrika.Hedidn'tdoshitwhentheytook

meoutofmyposition,allhedidwassitthereand

pretendtobeshocked.I'm sureheknewaboutthis

allalong.

Loyiso:Youbackearlytoday.

Ijumpedontopofhim andkissedtheliving

daylightsoutofhim.Hepulledout.

Loyiso:Woahslowdown.

Me:Let'sstoptalkingandstartplaying.

Hescoopedmeupbridalstyleandwewenttohis

bedroom.Afterthrowingmeonthebedhedidn't

wasteanymoretime.Hefuckedmesenseless.

|Rethabile|



IbargedintoMhambi'soffice,heimmediatelylooked

upatmeandsmiled.

Mhambi:Ifitisn'tmysexynewHeadofHR.Whatdid

Idotogetthissurprisevisitfrom you?

Ittookeveryboneinmenottoblush.Thismandid

thingstome.ThingsIdidn'tunderstand.Thingsthat

confusedtheshitoutofme.

Me:Whydidyoudoit?

Mhambi:(smiles)Dowhat?

Me:Don'tactstupidbecauseyouknowwhatyoudid.

Mhambi:(grinning)Ihavenoideawhatyoutalking

aboutMissMavundla.

Me:QuitplayinggameswithmeJobe!

Iyelled...

Mhambi:(chuckles)Ohshe'sgotamouth.Ican't

waittoseethoselipswrappedaroundmydick.

Myfaceflushed...

Mhambi:Seeingyougetallworkedupisturningme

onSexy,andifyounotcarefulImightjustbendyou



overandfuckyourighthere.....rightnow.

EverythingIwantedtosayfloatedoutthewindow.

TheonlythingIcouldfeelnowwasthewetness

betweenmylegs,myangervanishedintothinair.

Mhambi:(smiles)AreyouokayMissMavundla

causeyoulooklikeyou'veseenaghost.

Me:Um...I...I'm fine

Mhambi:Closethedoorandcomesitonmy

lap....MissMavundla.

Idon'tknowhowbutIfoundmyselfobeying.

AssoonasIsatdownhetoldmetoopenmylegs

andIdidwithouthesitation.Whatthefuckiswrong

withme?Hishandreachedinbetweenmythighsand

rubbedmypussy.Imoanedsoftly.

Me:Ohshitbaby.

Hetookitfurtherandmadehiswayundermy

stockingandpanties.Whenhisfingerslidinsideme,

Ilostallcommonsense.Iwasfightingtheurgeof

notmoaningtooloudandthepleasurewas

unbearable.



AfterourfingerfuckingmomentIpulledmyself

togetherandmademywayouttheofficebuthe

stoppedmebeforeIreachedthedoor.

Mhambi:Ifyouwantanswersthenhavedinnerwith

metonight,I'llcomepickyouup.

|Afrika|

TheuberdroppedmeoffathomesinceLuyatook

mycar.Iwassodrunkthatgettingtothedoorwas

extremelydifficult.Imademywaytotheloungeand

threwmyselfonthecouchandslept.I'lldealwith

Mhambitomorrow.

|Loyiso|

IstoppedpoundingintoLuyaandlistened,someone

wasinthehouse.

Luya:What?

Me:Someone'sinhere.StayhereI'llgocheck.

Luya:Okay.

Igrabbedmygunfrom thenightstandandquietly

mademywaydownstairs.Shitit'sAfrikabuthe

seemstobedrunk.Iwentbacktomyroom.



Luya:Whowasit?

Me:Yourboyfriend.

Hereyeswidenedwithshock.

Luya:OhmyGod,doyouthinkheheardus?

Me:Idon'tknowbuthe'sdrunkandsleepingonthe

couch.

Luya:Oh!Letmegocleanmyselfup.

ShewalkedoutandIreleasedasigh.Thatwasa

closecall,weshouldbemorecarefulnexttime.ButI

wonderwhathappenedintheofficewhichcaused

thesetwotocomehomesoearly,it'snoteven

10a.m yet.

|Owethu|

It'smylunchbreakandmysideniggaSteven

decidedtotakemeoutforlunch.Steveniswhite

andwe'vebeenfoolingaroundfor2yearsnow.

AsIapproachedthetablehestoodupandpulledout

thechairforme.

Me:Thankyou



Isatdownandhesatacrossme.

Steven:Ihopeyoudon'tmindbutI'vealready

orderedyourfavorite.

Me:NoIdon'tmind,thankyou.

Steven:LookbbyIknowyousaidyoudon'twantany

relationship.ButI'm tiredofthisnostringsattached

thing.Iwantyoutobemygirlfriend.Iwantto

introduceyoutomyfamily.Iwantustogetmarried

andhavechildrenwithyou.Bbyjustletmetakecare

ofyou,letmeloveyou,letmeprotectyou.Please

mylove.

Me:StevenIcan't,I'm sorrybutIdon'twantanother

relationship.

Steven:Butwhy?

Me:Ican'tdothis.

Istoodupandranoutoftherestaurantbeforehe

couldstopme.Stevendoesn'tunderstand.Ican'tgo

throughanotherheartbreak,Ijustcan't.

|Rethabile|

WhenIgothome,Ithrewmyselfonthecouch.I've



beendebatingwithmyselfalldayonwhetherornot

togooutwithMhambi.Todaywasashittyday

exceptforthepartwhereMhambihadhisfingers

deepinthecookiejaranddamndiditfeelgood.

Justthinkingaboutitmakesmyinsidestinglewith

joy.Igotupandcarriedmyselftomybedroom.I

strippednakedandwenttothebathroom whereI

poppedintheshowerandjustletthewater

massagemybody.

After30minutesintheshowerjustthinkingabout

thisdinnerdateorwhateveritisIdecidedtoget

ready.Iworeashortwhitedressthatcompliments

myskinsinceI'm darkbrownandblueheelsthat

matchmyhandbagandjeanjacket.Isettledfora

whitepearlnecklaceandbracelet.Idecidedagainst

theearrings.AssoonasIwasdoneapplyingmy

pinklipstickmyphonerang.Iimmediatelyanswered.

Me:Mhambi.

Mhambi:Areyouready?I'm outside.

Me:I'llbewithyoushortly.

Ihungupandmademywayoutside.Ilookedthe



doorashewatchedmeabittoomuchifyouaskme.

Igotinthecarbeforehecouldopenthedoorforme.

WhatIthoughtwasadinnerdateatsomefancy

restaurantturnedouttobeachillsessioninthecar

onacliffwithaviewofthecitywithsomewineand

vodkaandtakeouts.I'veneverbeensodisappointed

inmyentirelifenowonderMhambiwasdressedina

jean,whitevestandchain.

Itookabottleofredwine,openeditandtookalong

sip.

Minutespassedandwejustdrankinsilence,Icould

feelmyselfgettingabittoodrunk.Wewerenow

sittingattheback.

Mhambi:Comesitonmylap.Yourbackmustbe

againstthedriversseat.

Isheinsane?Iwasn'twearinganypantiessowhat

he'saskingmeiscompletelynothappening

especiallyinthisdress.Hishandcreepedupmy

thighandrubbedmypussy.Iopenedmylegssohe

couldgetfullaccess.Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwith

mebutthepowerhehasovermeandtheboozeare



justdoingwonders.

Mhambi:Iwon'trepeatmyselfRethabile.

Iinstantlyobeyedandgotontopofhim.Hetookoff

myjacketandjewelryandrippedmydressinto

pieces.Iwasleftcompletelynakedandexposed.He

rubbedmypussygentlyandImoanedinpleasure.

Mhambi:From nowonyouaremygirl.WhenIwant

you,youwon'targuewithme.I'llprotectyouandI'll

takecareofyou.Noniggaissupposetotouchyou

exceptme.ImadeyouHeadofHRbecauseyouare

mygirl.DoImakemyselfclear?

Me:Mhmm....y...y....yes

Mhambi:Goodnownomorequestions.

Tobecontinued...

Seeyouallnextweek,unlesssomeonesponsorsan

insert.



AlittleValentinespresentfrom metoyou.Happy

ValentinesDayeveryone.

OfficeAffair

Chapter8

|Mhambi|

Iwokeuptoabrightlightsuffocatingmyeyes.I

closedmyeyesandopenedthem againafterafew

minutes.IwasinmycarwithRethabilelyingontop

ofme.Mydickwasinsideherandthataloneturned

meonevenmore.Wemusthavepassedouthere

lastnightafterthenightofpassionwehadandthe

hangoverIhadwasabeast.Ireallyneededtoslow

downonthealcoholforawhile.Iheardacar

approachfrom behind.

Me:Shit!Rethabilewakeup.

Retha:Notnow.

Me:GoddammitRethathecopsarehereandyou

arenaked,wakeup.



Retha:Shit.

ShequicklygotoffmeandIhandedhermyspareT-

shirtsinceIrippedherdressandIopenedthedoor

soIcouldgetout.

Me:StayhereI'lltakecareofthis.

Retha:Okay.

Igotoutandwalkedtothebackofthecar.

Me:Officersgoodmorning!

Officer1:MrSithole,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Wecametocheckouttheviewherelastnight

butwefellasleep.

Officer2:We?

Me:Meandmygirlfriend.

Oneoftheofficer'swalkedtothefrontofthecarand

openedafewdoorsandpeekedinside.

Officer1:WellMrSitholethisisprivatepropertyso

youarepracticallytrespassing.Kindlyleave

immediately.



Me:I'lldothatsir.

Igotinmycaranddroveoff.

Retha:(laughing)OhmyGodthatwasclose.

Ichuckled..

Me:Yeahsoletmetakeyouhomethenwecanget

readytogotowork.

Retha:Work.....right.

Ichuckled..

Me:Don'tthinkI'lljustgiveyouadayoffagain.

Retha:But...

Me:NobutsRethabile.Youcan'tgetspecial

treatmentjustbecauseyouarefuckingme.That's

whyIfiredLuyandainthefirstplace.Idon'tmix

businesswithpleasure.

|Rethabile|

Istaredoutthewindowandfoughtbacktears.SoI

wasn'tsupposetogetspecialtreatmentbuthe'smy

boyfriend,doesn'thecareabouthowIfeel.Isighed

andgotoutofthecarassoonasitstopped.I



couldn'tbearoundhim rightnow.

WhenIwalkedinthehouseOwethuwasstandingat

thedoorwithherarmsfoldedandahugegrin

acrossherface.

Owethu:So??

Me:NotnowOwethu.

Iwalkedtothekitchenwithheronmytailand

pouredmyselfaglassofwater.

Owethu:Don'ttellmethatshit.Youdidn'tcome

homelastnightandyourphoneisoff.Youcome

homeearlythenextmorningandyousmelllikesex

andtotopitoffyouarewearingaman'sT-shirt.

Ilookedatmyselfandcursed.Icompletelyforgot

aboutthatnowIhavetogiveherthenews.

Owethu:I'm waiting.

Me:Finelet'sgooutfordinnertonightandI'lltellyou

everything.Ican'ttalkrightnowcauseI'm latefor

workandyou'llbelatetoo.

Ahootersoundedoutside.



Owethu:Dinnersoundsgood.I'llseeyoulatermy

newmanisheretofetchme.

Me:Newman?

Owethu:We'lltalklaterokay.

|Luyanda|

IgroanedandcursedasAfrikakeptknockingonmy

doornonstop.AfterwhathappenedyesterdayItook

ablanketandpillowdownstairsandlockedmyselfin

myroom.

Afrika:LuyandaI'llbreakthisdoordownifyoudon't

openitrightnow!

Me:Damnthepeoplewedatethesedays.

Iopenedthedoorandlookedathim indisgust.He

wasalreadydressedforwork.

Me:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant)

Afrika:Whyain'tyoureadyforwork?

Me:Ilostmyjobremember.

Afrika:Youdidn'tloseyourjobyoujustlostthe

position.



Me:Soitsoundsbetterwhenyousugarcoatit.

Afrika:Luyandastopbeingsofuckingdramatic.

Me:Haibo!SoI'm beingdramaticnow.Yesterday

youdidn'tevenwarnmeaboutwhatwasgoingto

happen.

Afrika:Ididn'tknowthatMhambihadatrickuphis

sleeve.

Me:Yeahright!

Afrika:BabeIswearIwasinthedarkjustlikeyou.

Me:Ifyoudidn'tknowthenwhydidn'tyoudefendme

duringthemeeting.Yousattherelookingallkindsof

useless.

Heslappedme..

Afrika:(clenchinghisjaw)Iapologizeforwhat

happenedyesterdaybutyouwillnottalktomelike

thatbitch.I'llfuckyouuprightnowdoyouhearme,

nx.

Hewalkedawayleavingmewithtearsstreaming

downmycheeks.



|Rethabile|

AsIwasdoingthefinaltouchesinmynewoffice

someoneknockedonthedoor.

Me:Comein!

Amaninanoverallwalkedinwithabouquetof

flowers.

Him:Goodmorningma'am.

Me:Morning,canIhelpyou?

Him:I'm lookingforRethabileMavundla.

Me:That'sme.

Him:Theseareforyou.Pleasesignhere.

Igrabbedtheclipboardandsignedthenhehanded

metheflowers.

Him:Haveagoodday.

HewalkedoutandIsearchedthroughthis

enormousbouquetforacard.Ipulleditoutandread

italoud.

Me:IhadfunlastnightRee,hopetodoitagainsoon



Sexy.LoveMhambi.Thismanmara.Ohyouare

mineMhambiSithole.Tildeathdouspart.Iloveyou

morethanlifeitselfbaby.

|Debbie|

Luyandahasbeencryingbadlyeversinceshecalled

me.I'vebeentryingtocalm herdownbutnothing

seemstobeworking.She'sirritatingmenow,Ialso

havealifetoattendto.

Me:Luyajustcalm down.

Luya:I'm leavinghim DebbieIswear.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:Calm downplease.

Thiswomaniscrazy.IfIwasAfrikaI'dthrowmore

thanaslapcausedamn.

|Rethabile|

Mhambi:Myloveplease!

Igiggled.Niggahasbeenbeggingmetospendtime

withhim tonightsinceIlefttheoffice.Hedecidedto

calljusttobegmyass.



Me:Ialreadyhaveplanswithmyroomie.

Mhambi:(sighs)Fine!

Me:Stopsulking.TomorrowI'llbeallyours.

Ihungupandlaughed.Owethuwasdrivingusto

Debonairsinthenearestmall.

Owethu:Iseeyouhappy.

Iblushed.

Me:Iam.

Owethu:IneedtomeetyourMrRight.

Me:Youdefinitelywill.

WewalkedintoDebonairshandinhandandplaced

ourorderthensatdownandwaited.

Me:Sonewman?

Owethu:Yeah

Me:WhataboutSteven?Niggaseemedtobeserious

aboutyou.

Owethu:HeisbutIturnedhim down.

Me:Why?



Owethu:Hewantsaseriousrelationship,marriage,

kids,HaiboRethabileIcan't.

Me:What'swrongwithsettlingdown?Whydon'tyou

settledown?

Owethu:(sigh)I'm notreadyokay.

Me:Whenareyougonnabeready?Youknowthat

timewaitsfornoman.

Owethu:I'm scaredofbeingheartbrokenagain.

Me:Friend,Ialsousetotalklikethatbutlookatme

now.Ifyouhadn'tgivenmeallthoselecturesthenI

wouldn'thavegivenitashot.Takeyourownadvice

foronce.

Owethu:I'lltry.

Mhambiwalkedintherestaurant.

Me:Here'smyboyfriend,letmeintroduceyou.

Owethu:Okay.

IsignaledforMhambiandhewalkedtowardsme.

Hisfacialexpressionchangedimmediately.

Me:OwethuthisismymanMhambiSithole.Mhambi



thisismyroomieOwethu.

Owethu:You!

Mhambi:You!

Ilookedatthem confused.

Me:Doyouguysknoweachother?

Owethu:Ineedtogetoutofhere.

Owethugrabbedherthingsandranoutthe

restaurant.

Tobecontinued...



OfficeAffair
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[3monthslater]

|Rethabile|

It'sbeen3monthssinceIstarteddatingMhambi

andit'sbeenthebestmonthsofmylife.Owethuhas

beeninafoulmoodeversinceshemetMhambiand

neitherofthem wanttotellmeanything.

TodayIdecidedtovisitmygrandmabeforeheading

towork.IdrovetothehospicewhilejammingtoI

don'tcarebyEdSheeranandJustinBieber.

Iwalkedintoherwardandshewashavingbreakfast.

Gran:Myfavoritegranddaughter!

Ilaughed

Me:Youronlygranddaughtergogo.

Gran:Howareyou?

Me:Questionishowareyou?



Gran:I'm aliveandwell.

Me:That'sgood.

Gran:Rethabile!

Me:Gogo!

Gran:I'vebeendreamingaboutyoulately.There'sa

snakeinyourlife.Themaninyourlifeisn'ttheone

foryou.He'splayingyou.Leavenowbeforeyouget

hurt.

Ilaughed

Me:Gogoyouarejustbeingparanoid.Mhambihas

beennothingbutagentlemansincewestarted

dating.

Gran:Rethabilelistentome.....

Me:Noyoulistentome.YouarejustjealousthatI'm

finallyhappy!

Gran:Rethabiledon'ttalktomelikethat.

Me:Thetruthhurtshuh.It'stoobitterforyou.You

arejustbitterbecausegrandpadiedandleftyouall

lonelyandsick.Youarejustajealousoldhag!



Itookmybagandwalkedoutthebuilding.How

couldshe?Nxoldpeople.

|Mhambi|

IfinishedtyingI'm tiethenthrewonmyblazerand

sprayedmydeodorant.Iwasreadytogomeetmy

womanforbreakfast.ThedoorbellrangandIrush

downstairs,itcouldbeRethacauseshewasgoing

todrophercaroffatthemechanictodaythenhead

heresowecangooutforbreakfastbeforeheading

towork.Ididn'tmindgivingheraridetowork

becauseitmeantthatwecouldspendmoretime

together.Iopenedthedoorandmysmilewipedoff.

Owethu:(scoffs)Ohsorry,youthoughtitwas

Rethabile.

Me:Whatdoyouwanthere?

Owethu:Iwantyoutostayawayfrom Rethabile.I

knowmenlikeyoutendtothinktheycanplaywith

lessfortunategirls.Stayawayoryou'llregretit.

Shewalkedawayleavingmybloodpumping.

Me:Nxx.



Iwentbackupstairsandgatheredmystuff.The

doorbellrangagain.I'vehadenough.

Me:LookhereyoubitchI.....

Retha:It'sjustme!

Me:Ohum.....sorryaboutthat.

Retha:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'm fine,gowaitformeinthecarIjustneed

togetmystuff.

Ihandedherthecarkeysandwentbackinside.I

sanitisedmyinsideswithaglassofwhiskeyjustfor

control.

|Debbie|

Iwalkedintoour4room housewiththedrylaundry

andfoundmom lyingonthefloorwiththebeansI

wascookingalloverher.

Me:Shit!MA!.....Somebodyhelpme!

Ialwayswarnhernottogonearthestoveespecially

withherconditionbutsheneverlistens.She'sas

stubbornasabull.Icleanedupthemessonher,she



wasburntbadlyontheface.Myneighborrushedin.

Bab'Zwane:Whathappenedtoher?

Me:Shemusthavehadaseizurewhilecheckingthe

potandIthinkshepassedoutwhenshehitherhead.

Bab'Zwane:I'lltakehertothehospital.Let'sgo!

Hecarriedmom tohiscarnextdoorandIquickly

lockedupandfollowedhim.

Bab'Zwaneisourneighbor.Helivesalone.Heisa

greathelptomewhenmom hasherfits.Hewas

dad'sbestfriendandhehaslookedoutformymom

andIforyearsespeciallysinceLuyadoesn'tlivewith

us.

IpickedupmyphoneanddialedLuya'snumberbut

ittookmestraighttovoicemailsoIlefthera

message.Iwipedmytearsandstaredoutthe

window.

Bab'Zwane:Voicemail?

Inodded..

Bab'Zwane:I'm notsurprised.Sheseemstoforget

thatshehasafamily.Luxuryisdrivingher



west......Don'tcryDebbie,everythingwillbefine.

Iputmomsheadonmylapaswenearedthemain

road.

|Rethabile|

Mhambihasbeenquieteversincewearrivedat

WimpyactuallysinceIdroppedbyathiscrib.

Me:Areyousurethatyouareokay?

Mhambi:JesusI'm fineRethabile,stopbeing

dramatic!

Me:Wow!

Mhambi:I'm sorry,Ijusthadacrazymorning.

Me:Doyouwannatalkaboutit?

Mhambi:Canyoupleasejustdropit!

Istoodupandmademywayoutoftherestaurant.I

couldn'tdealwithMhambi'ssuddenmoodswings.

He'stakinghisfrustrationsoutonme.ItookanUber

towork.

WhenIgotintomyofficeAfrikawassittingthere.



Me:MrNdlovu!

Afrika:Retha,Ineedtotalktoyou.

Me:Okay.

Iwalkedinandsatdown.

Afrika:DoyouperhapsknowwhereLuyais?

Me:Nosir.

Afrika:ComeonRetha,youareherfriend,I'm sure

youknowwhereshe'sat.

Me:Sir,Ilastspoketoher3monthsagowhenthe

incidenthappened.Shewasangryandsheblamed

meforeverything.

Afrika:(sighs)Okaythankyouforyourtime.Ifyou

hearfrom herpleasecallmeimmediately.

Me:Iwill.

Heheadedforthedoor.

Me:Sir.

Heturned.

Me:Isshemissing?



Afrika:Shehasn'tbeenhomefor2months.I've

searchedeverywhereforher.AtfirstIthoughtshe

visitedhersisterbutshe'snotthere.

Me:Didyougotothecops?

Afrika:No,I'llfindhermyself.

HewalkedoutandIsunkinmychair.Iwonder

wheresheisandwhatdrovehertoleave.

|Mhambi|

Isatinmyofficeandstaredattheceiling.Owethuis

gettingonmynervesnow.She'salwaystryingto

disruptmypeace.Iknowthatwehavehistorybut

there'snoneedtomeddleinmylife.She'sgoingto

ruinwhatIhavewithRetha.

|Owethu|

AsIfinishedhelpinganothercustomerSteven

walkedin.Icouldn'thelpbutrollmyeyes.Itwasmy

lunchbreakandIwashungryashellsoIdidn'tneed

him toruinmyalreadybadday.

Steven:Heygorgeous.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?



Steven:Youhavebeenignoringmytextsandcalls.

Me:I'm awareofthatcauseI'm theonedoingit.

Steven:Babycanwepleasejusttalkandfixthis.I

reallymissyou.Imissbeingwithyou.

Me:Justgookay.

Steven:Babyplease...

Me:Justleave.

Tobecontinued...



OfficeAffair
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|Debbie|

Luya'sphonewasstilloffandIwasgettingreatired

ofherbehaviour.She'salwaystoobusyandIhaveto

lookaftermom.Ican'tdoanythingcausemyenergy

isalwaysfocusedonher.Iwentintoherwardand

shestillhasn'twokenup.Islepthereatthehospital

benchallnightjusttobeherewhenshewakesup.

Herheadwasabitswollensothedoctorsbandaged

itup.

Me:Mom pleasewakeup.Westillneedyou.Istill

needyou.Ilostmydadandbrother,IlostLuyatoa

man,Ican'tloseyoutoo.YouaretheonlypersonI

haverightnow.IneedyoutowakeupandI'lltryto

gathersomemoneysoyoucanhavethesurgery.

Justpleasehanginthere(sobs)Pleasejuststay

strongmom.

Bab'Zwanewalkedinwithtakeawaysandcoffee.



Bab'Zwane:Howisshe?

Isniffed.

Me:Stillthesameasyesterday.

Bab'Zwane:Andyou....howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'm scaredthatImightloseher.I'velostso

manyfamilymembers.Ican'tlosehertoo.

Heputhisarm aroundmeandsqueezedmy

shoulder.

Bab'Zwane:Don'tcry.Everythingwillbeokay.Don't

losehope,believeintheLord,he'llmakeaway.

Inodded.

Bab'Zwane:Iboughtyoubreakfast.

Me:ThankyoubutI'm nothungry.

Bab'Zwane:YouhavetoeatsomethingDebbie.

YesterdayImayhaveletyoustayherewithout

eatingbuttodayI'm nottakingnoforananswer.Eat.

Itookthetakeawaybagandopenedit.Hebought

mesandwichesandcoffee.Mymouthwateredas

thesmelldancedinmynose.



Me:ThankyouBab'Zwaneforeverything.Idon't

knowwhatIwouldhavedoneifyouweren'tthere.All

thisisjustoverwhelmingandit'slikeaheavyloadon

myshoulders.SometimesIwishLuyacanjusthelp

meout.Sheshouldalsobeherewithmom.

Bab'Zwane:She'llcomearoundbutinthemeantime

I'llhelpyoutakecareofyourmother.Youareyoung,

youshouldbeouttherehavingfun,studyingand

securingyourfuture.Gettingmarriedandmaybe

havekids.Youcan'tgiveuponyourlifejusttotake

careofyourmother.

Me:IwouldappreciatethatbutIdon'twanttobea

burden.

Bab'Zwane:Youwon'tbeaburden.I'llwatchher

duringthedayandyou'lltakeoveratnight.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

|Afrika|

TodayIdecidednottogotoworktoday.Ihadtofind

Luya.Hersisterisprobablyworriedsick.Idropped

byattheofficetotalktoMhambi.



Me:Boy!

Mhambi:Wherehaveyoubeenandwhyain'tyou

dressedforwork?

Me:Ineedafewdaysoff,Luyaismissing.She's

beenmissingfor2months.

Mhambi:2months!andyouonlysearchingforher

now.

Me:Ithoughtshewentbacktohermother'shouse

becausethingsbetweenusweren'tlookinggoodbut

IguessIwaswrongcauseshehasn'tbeentherein

years.

Mhambi:Fine,taketheweekoffandfindher.

Me:Thanksman,callmeifyouneedanythingand

pleasehandlemyclients.Everythingyoumightneed

isinmyoffice.

Mhambi:Okaythanksnowgofindher.

Iwalkedoutthebuildinglookingmotivatedthenever

beforeaboutfindingher.Igotinmycarandtookout

myphoneandcalledLoyiso.

Loyiso:Bro!



Me:Didyoufindanything?

Loyiso:Nonothingyetbutmyteam isonthelookout

forher.

Me:(sighs)Okaykeepmeupdated.

Loyiso:Iwill,don'tstresstoomuchwe'llfindher.

IhungupanddrovetoLuya'shome.Iwasgoingto

tellDebbiethetruth.I'vebeenhidingthisfortoolong.

WhenIgotthereshewaslockingthegate.

Me:Debbie!

Debbie:Sbari.

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.

Debbie:Canitwait,Ireallyneedtogo.

Me:I'm afraidnot,canIgiveyoualiftsowecantalk.

Debbie:Sure.

Shewalkedaroundthecarandhoppedinthe

passengerseat.Iturnedthecararoundanddrove

towardsthemainroad.

Me:Sowhereareyougoing?



Debbie:Thehospital.

Me:Areyousick?

Debbie:No,mom wasadmittedyesterday.

Me:Why?

Debbie:Shehadaseizure.

Me:Whatcausedit?

Debbie:Didn'tmysistertellyou?Mom isepileptic.

ShehadaseizurewhileIwasoutsidecollectingthe

drylaundryandshehappenedtobenearthestove

sothepottippedoverandburnedherandshehither

headonthefloorandpassedout.

Me:I'm sosorry.Ididn'tknow.

Debbie:It'sfine

Me:IsLuyaatthehospital?

Debbie:No,Luyahasnevervisitedmom eversince

shelefthometogowork.Whereissheanyways?

Me:She'smissing.

Debbie:What!Forhowlong?



Me:2months

Debbie:Andyoudidn'tsayanything.

Me:Ithoughtshecametovisityouguysbutwhen

shedidn'treturnIgotworried.

Debbie:(whispers)Great!Shewasmyonlyhope.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Debbie:Mom needstodosurgeryandstarther

treatmentsoIwashopingLuyacouldhelpwiththe

cashflowsinceI'm unemployedandIhavetostay

withmom.Thatexplainswhyshehasn'tsentusany

moneyformonthsnow.I'lljusthavetoborrowfrom

myneighborsinthemeantimeuntilIgetajob.

Me:There'snoneed.I'llhelpyouwithallthat.

Iparkedatthehospitalparkinglotandgotoutofthe

car.DebbiefollowedmeasIwalkedintothehospital.

Thewaitingroomswereemptyonlyonemansat

there.

Debbie:No,Ican'tbeaburdentoyou.

Isatdownandshesatbesidesme.



Me:Nonsense,it'stheleastIcoulddo.There'sa

specialistdoctorIknowoverseas,I'llmakethe

necessaryarrangementsforhertogothere.Then

youmoveinwithusandmaybelookforacampus

thatyouwanttogotonextyear,I'llcoverallthe

costs.

Debbie:But....

Me:Nobuts.I'm nottakingnoforananswer.But

youcanthinkaboutit.

Debbie:ButIcan'tletmom gotoaforeigncountry

alone.Ineedtogowithher.

Man:I'llgowithherDebbie.I'm Bab'Zwane,Debbie's

neighbor.

HeextendedhishandandIshookit..

Me:Thankyouforhelpingherout.

Bab'Zwane:Noneedtothankme.SheknowsthatI'll

doanythingforhermother.Weusetodatebackin

highschoolbutthingsdidn'tturnoutthewayIhad

expected.Weseparatedandshemovedonwith

anotherman.IaccepteditbuthonestlyIwaswaiting



patientlyforhertoreturntomeoneday.

Debbie:Wait,youdatedmymother?

Tobecontinued..
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|Rethabile|

AsIwasbusypreparingfortomorrow'sinterviews

Mhambidecidedtodisturbme.

Mhambi:MyAngel

Me:Whatdoyouwant?Can'tyouseethatI'm busy.

Mhambi:Iknowyoustillmadaboutwhathappened

theotherday,canyoupleaseforgiveme.

Me:Whatever!

Mhambi:Ihaveasurpriseforyou,justtoshowyou

howsorryIam.Canwehavelunchtogether?

Irolledmyeyes.

Mhambi:Please.

Me:Fine!NowpleaseleaveI'm busy.

Hespankedmyassthenranout.IblushedasI

continuedsortingoutthepaperwork.Honestly



speakingIcouldn'tstaymadathim forlong.I

definitelyneedhim insidemerightnow.

|Debbie|

Afrikatellingmetomoveinwithhim wasonething

butBab'Zwanetellingmethathewasdatingmy

mom inhighschoolnowthat'sanotherthing.

Bab'Zwane:Yes,meandyourmotherhavehistory

butit'sdeeperthenyouthink.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Bab'Zwane:I'm....I....youknowwhatit'snot

important.Soanynewsonyoursister?

Me:She'smissing.

Bab'Zwane:OhmyGod.Welldon'twasteanytime,

gofindher.

Me:Whataboutmom?

Bab'Zwane:I'm here,I'llcallifthere'sanynews.

Me:ThankyousomuchBab'Zwane,itmeansso

muchtome.Afrikalet'sgofindLuyanda.

Afrika:Okaylet'sgo.Itwasnicemeetingyousir.



Bab'Zwane:Likewise.

MeandAfrikawalkedtohiscar.Assoonaswewere

insidethecomfortableleatherseatsIsighed.

Me:Sowheredowestart?

Afrika:Mybrotherissearchingthesouthpartof

Durbansolet'sgototheNorthpartandlookthere.

Me:Soundslikeaplan.

|Luyanda|

Isatinbedandsighed.Itwasn'tsupposetocometo

thisbutIwasinlovewithLoyiso.Iaskedhim totake

metothenorthpartofDurban,inMorningside.The

last2monthshavebeenthebestwithhim.Hestill

doesn'twantarelationshipandthatjustmakesthis

arrangementhardforme.He'severythingIwantthat

Afrikaisn't.

Loyisowalkedinfrom thebathroom smellingall

kindsoffresh.

Loyiso:Pennyforyourthoughts.

Isighed



Loyiso:What'supLuyanda,youlookstressed.

HestartedlotioningandIlookedathim.Ihavetotell

him.Ican'thidethisanymore.

Me:I'vefalleninlovewithyouLoyiso.

Helaughed,likereallylaughedashegrabbedhis

clothesandstarteddressing.

Loyiso:GoodjokebutI'm serious,what'swrong?

Myeyesswelledwithtears.

Me:Iloveyoudammit!

Loyiso:Woahwaityouserious!LuyandaIthought

meandyouwerejusthavingfun,releasingstress.

I'm notupforanyloveydoveyshit.

Me:Loyisocomeonwecantrytodateatleast.

Loyiso:Nah,Idon'tthinkso,lookyoushouldbe

focusingongettingbacktoyourlifewithyourman

becauseyoucan'thidefrom him forever.Sooneror

lateryou'llneedtogetoutofhereandfacehim.It's

nothisfaultthatyoulostyourposition.Andit'snot

hisfaultthatyoulostyourjobbecauseyouquiton

yourown.(laughs)You'reinlovewithme.Haibo



Luyanda.

Hewalkedoutlaughingandleftmeintears.Ifeel

likesuchafoolrightnow.WhydidIgoafterhim.

WhydidIhavetosleepwithhim?I'vefallenoutof

lovewithAfrika,I'm unemployedandit'sallmyfault.

Mybigsisterishomewithmysickmotherwithout

anyincomefrom me.Whendidmylifegettothis?

|Loyiso|

SoLuyaisinlovewithme.Whoknewthatsomeone

wouldactuallyfallinlovewithme,thegreatest

playerinthewholeofKZN.ButhonestlyspeakingI

didn'tfeelathingforher.Shewasjustoneofmy

bootycalls.Ishouldhaveneverinvolvedmyselfwith

mybrothersgirl.IbrokethebrocodeandI'm fucked.

I'm notreallygoodatkeepingsecretssoI'llhaveto

confesseverythingtomybrother.He'llbemadbutat

leasthe'llknowthetruth.Ishouldhaveneverleta

girlblindmywayofthinking.Igetpussyeveryday.

Therewasnoneedtogoforher.I'm stupid.

|Mhambi|

Me:Surprise!



Retha:OhmyGodbabe!....It'sbeautiful.

Ihadapicnicsetupatmyfavoritepark.Itwasjust

ussowehadsomepeaceandquiet.Iwentallout,

from rosepetals,champagne,lotsoffingerfoodand

somestrawberriesandcream,youknowthatcombo

isalwaysthere.

Me:Youlikeit?

Retha:Iloveit.Thankyou.

Me:It'smypleasure.

Retha:Iloveyou.

Iperkedherlipsthendeepenedthekiss.Herarms

wentaroundmyneckandmyhandsmovedallthe

waytoherass.Isqueezeditandshemoanedthen

pulledout.

Retha:Babe.

Me:Mhm

Retha:Let'seatbeforeshithappens.

Me:Goodidea.

Wesatdownontheblanketandstartedfeeding



eachother.

Me:Sohow'syourgrandma?

Retha:Idon'tknowandhonestlyIdon'tcare.

Me:Whywouldyousaythat?

Shesighed

Retha:Shedisrespectedyou......us......shehadthe

nervetocallyouasnake.She'sjustabitteroldhag

that'slonelyandjealousofmynewfoundlove.I

don'tentertainnegativeenergyfrom people.

Me:Justletitgo,she'stheonlyfamilyyouhave.You

havetogotalktoherandI'm prettysurethatyou

saidsomehorriblemeanthingstohersoyouneed

toapologizeandmoveon.

Retha:I'm notapologizingtothatoldbitch,mypride

justdoesn'tallowmeto.

Isighedandcontinuedeating.

|Loyiso|

Itookasipfrom mybeerasAfrikatoldmethat

Debbiewillbestayingwithus.



Afrika:Ihopeyoudon'tmind.

Me:NahIdon't.

Afrika:Areyousure?Ineedtoknowifyoucoolwith

it.ThisisyourhousetoosoIdon'twanttobe

makingdecisionswithoutyou.Youmydawg,my

brotherandmybestfriend.Irespectyouman.

Me:RelaxI'm coolwithherstayinghere.Butthere's

somethingIneedtotellyou.

Afrika:Okaywhat'sup?

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Idon'twanttokeepsecretsfrom youanymore.

Afrika:Okaytalktome.

Me:Ihadanaffairwith.....

Afrika:Anaffair?!Withwho?

Tobecontinued....
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|Afrika|

Istaredatmybrotherpatientlywaitingforananswer.

Me:Withwhobro?

Debbiecameintheroom running.

Debbie:Afrikapleasetakemetothehospital.The

doctorsaidit'surgent.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.Browe'lltalklaterIpromise.

|Loyiso|

IsighedasIfinishedthe10thbeer.Iwastotally

wasted.Icouldn'ttellmybrotherthetruthwhilstI

hadthecourage.WheredidIgowrong?Thisisn'tme.

IdrinkeverydaybutIdon'tgetdrunklikethis.Ifeel

liketheworldisonmyshouldersandit'sburyingme

intotheground.

Me:It'sallmyfault.Ilovemybrother.Irespectmy

brother.Ishouldn'thavesleptwithhisgirl.



Myphoneranganditwasoneofmybootycalls

Vanessa.

Me:Vee!

Vanessa:Baby,wherehaveyoubeen?Youhaven't

calledmeinawhile,Imissyou.

Me:SowhatifIhaven'tcalledyou?

Vanessa:Whoisshe?

Me:Whoiswho?

Vanessa:Thegirlyouarefucking!Whoisshe?

Me:IfuckwhoeverIwanttofuck.

Vanessa:Soyoucheatingonmeandyou'renoteven

afraidtoadmitit.

Me:Wearenotanitem soIdidn'tcheat.

Vanessa:(scoffs)YouareplayingwithfireLoyiso

andyou'llgetburnt.

Me:So....Ilikelivingontheedge.

Vanessa:AskyourselfwhatIdidtomylatehusband.

HecheatedandIeliminatedhim.Iain'tafraidtodo



thesametoyou.

Me:I'm notscaredofyouwoman.Givemeyourbest

shot.

Vanessa:Withpleasure!

ShehungupandIthrewmyphoneonthecouchand

grabbedanotherbeer.

Me:Nx,bloodywomen.

THENEXTDAY

|Rethabile|

Imademywayoutoftheboardroom andintothe

elevator.Wehadjustfinishedwrappingupthe

interviewsforsomeonetotakemyoldpositionsince

Luyadecidedtoquit.Mhambiwantedmetoleadthe

interviewsmyself.Whatsurprisedmethemostis

thatOwethuwasalsooneoftheinterviewees.

Voice:Holdthelift.

IlookedupandsawOwethuwavingatme.Sheran

andjumpedin.

Owethu:Thanks.



Shesighedastheliftclosed.

Owethu:Rethabile,stayawayfrom Mhambi.That

guyisbadnewsandyoumightenduphurt.He'lluse

youanddumpyoulikegarbage.

Me:Lookwho'stalking"Miss-Not-Ready-To-Commit",

listenOwethu.Mhambiismymannotyours.He

lovesmenotyouandwe'vebeentogetherfor

monthsandI'vebeennothingbuthappy.Unlike

someoneIknowwho'saloneandbitterandjust

usingmenassextoys.Stopbeingthisjealousfreak,

itain'tcute.SticktoyourlaneandI'llsticktomine.

Iwalkedoutoftheliftassoonasitopenedand

headedtothecoffeeshop.Ineedsomecaffeinein

mysystem,it'sbeenalongmorning.

|Afrika|

Whenwegothomeyesterdaythelivingroom wasa

mess.Emptybottlesofbeerwhereallovertheplace

andLoyisohadpassedoutonthecouch.Debbiehad

helpedmecleanup.

Isighedasaknockdisturbedmefrom mythoughts.



Me:Comein!

Debbiewalkedinwithatrayoffood.

Debbie:Hey,Imadeyoulunchsinceyoudidn'tcome

downforbreakfast.Iseverythingokay?

Me:Thankyou.Sitdown.

Shesatbesidesmeonthebed.

Debbie:What'swrongSbari?

Me:Somethingiseatingmybrotherup.Hehasn't

toldmebutIwishhewouldsaysomethingbecause

I'm worriedabouthim.Loyisohasabeerevery

morningofeverydaybuthehasneverdranktoa

pointofbeingdrunklikeyesterday.

Debbie:Haveyoutriedsittingdownwithhim and

talktohim?

Me:NobutI'lltry.

Debbie:Everythingwillbefinejusttalktohim but

don'tforcethetruthoutofhim.He'lltellyouwhen

hisready.

Inodded.



|Luyanda|

I'vebeeninbedsinceLoyisoleftyesterday.Nursing

mybrokenheartandfeelinglikeshit.IfIhadwineI

wouldhavedrankmysorrowsaway.

Igotoutofbedandopenedmycloset.Ipulledout

mysuitcaseandopenedit.IdugarounduntilIfound

myphone,phonebattery,SIM cardandcharger.I

hadstashedeverythinginmysuitcasesinceIran

awaynotbotheringtoopenit.Iwasboredoutofmy

mindandallthiscryingwasgoingtoleadmeinto

severedepression.Iputeverythinginthereand

pressedthestartbutton.

Assoonasmyphoneopenedtonsofmessages

from WhatsAppandmissedcallspoppedup.Many

ofthem wherefrom Debbie.IopenedDebbie'slatest

voicemessage.

"Luyandawherethehellareyou.Mamaisin

hospital.Shehadaseizurewhileshewasnearthe

stove.Shebumpedherheadonthefloor.She'sa

littleburntbutfine.Pleasecallmewhenyougetthis

message".



Iwasinshocked,allthistimeI'vebeenselfish.Iwas

thinkingaboutmyselfandnotoncedidIthinkthat

mom andDebbiewouldsufferifIquitmyjob.Not

oncedidIthinkthattheywouldbeworriedifI

disappearedatthefacesoftheearthandnowmom

needsmeandI'm broke.Ijumpedupandpulledout

mysuitcaseandstartedpacking.IhadR200inmy

walletandR1000inmybankaccountsoI'llget

homeandthinkofaplan.

WhenIfinishedpackingIjumpedintheshowerfora

quickrinse.

|Rethabile|

Isippedonthelastbitofmycoffeeandsighed,I

hatecoffee.Owethuisgettingonmylastnerve.She

doesn'tgettodictatewhatIshouldandshouldn'tdo.

Ihuffedandopenedthedoorofmycar.Fuck

Owethuandeveryonewho'lltryandcomeinbetween

meandmyman,Ihavetowork.Iwalkedbackinside

andthereceptionistcallforme.

Receptionist:I'm sorrytobotheryouma'am butI

reallyneedtousethebathroom andIcan'tleavethe



deskunattended,thephonehasbeenringinglike

crazytodayand.....

Ismiled

Me:Don'tworryI'lllookaftereverythingwhileyoudo

yourbusiness.

Receptionist:Thankyousomuch.

Igotbehindthedeskassheheadedtothetoiletsat

theotherendofthehall.

Agorgeouslookingwomanwalkeduptome.

Lady:Hello!

Me:Hi,canIhelpyou?

Lady:I'm heretoseeyourbossMhambi.

Ididn'tlikethewaysheusedhisnamelikeshe

owneditbutIcontinuedsmilingasIgrabbedthe

phoneanddialedhisnumber.Itrangandhe

answered.

Me:Mhambisomeoneisheretoseeyou.

Mhambi:Whoisit?



Me:ExcusemeMisswhoareyou?

Lady:I'm DineoMlambohisfiancee.

Tobecontinued..
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|Rethabile|

Ichockonmysaliva.

Dineo:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine,I'm fine.

MyangerboiledinsideasIpassedthemessageto

"myboss"andhungup.

Me:He'sonhiswaynow.

Ifakedasmileasshesatdown.

Mhambiwhohadbeenoutoftheofficeallday

walkedintheentranceandstaredbetweenmeand

hisfiancee.

|Mhambi|

IstaredbetweenthetwowomenI'vebeenlyingto

formonthsnow.Deerantomeandwrappedher

handsaroundmyneck.Igaveheralittlekissand



smiledather.

Me:SthandwaSam.

Dee:Muntuwam.I'm backandImissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.Let'sgotomyoffice.

Iwrappedmyarm aroundherwaistasweheadedto

theelevator.Rethabilegavemedeathstare.Ismiled

andkissedmywomanonthecheekjusttofuel

Rethaup.

WhenwegottomyofficeIsatdownandpulledher

ontomylap.

Me:Sowhendidyougetback?

Dineo:Afewhoursago.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouwerecoming

backIwouldhavefetchedyoufrom theairport?

Dineo:MyloveIwantedtosurpriseyou.Andbesides

IaskedLangatopickmeup.

Me:Soyouloveyourbrothermorethanme?

Dineo:(giggles)Don'tbelikethat.Iloveyouboth.



Me:Mhmm

Dineo:Sowhenareyouknockingoff?

Me:Usuallyat17:30butthingsareabitslowtoday

sowecangohome,ordersometakeawaysand

watchamoviewhilecatchingup.

Dineo:Soundslikeaplan.

ShestoodupwhileIstartedpackingmyotherthings.

|Rethabile|

Ipacedupanddowninmyofficefuming.Howcould

hebetraymelikethis?IloveMhambiandI'dbe

damnedifIgiveuponhim now.Iwalkedoutand

wenttohisoffice.WhenIgottherehewasjust

abouttoleavewithhisfiancee.

Mhambi:MissMavundlaisthereaproblem?

Ishereallybeingprofessionalrightnowlikewe've

neverfuckedbefore?

Me:MrSitholeI'm gladIcaughtyoubeforeyouleft.I

wantedtoaskyouafewquestionsaboutthepeople

weinterviewed.



Mhambi:Iwasabouttoleavesolet'sdothat

tomorrow.

Dineo:Nobabeyouguysstayandtalk,I'llwaitinthe

car.

Mhambi:Areyousuremylove?

Dineo:Ofcourse.

AssoonasshedisappearedintotheelevatorIgave

Mhambiadeathstare.

Me:Mygrandmawasrightaboutyou,youarea

snake.

Mhambi:Yeahshewasright.

Me:ButI'm willingtoforgiveyouonlyifyoumake

meyoursecondwife.

Heroaredwithlaughter.

Mhambi:Girlkeepdreaming.

Me:Excuseme!

Mhambi:Idon'tloveyou.Ineverdid.Askyourself

whyIalwaysshutyouupwhenyoutoldmethatyou

lovedme.YouarejustatoythatIplayedwith.



There'snothinggoingonbetweenus.

Me:Shebewitchedyou.

Mhambi:(chuckles)Nodear,shewonmyheart.Now

moveonwithyourlifeokay.

|Luyanda|

ThedrivebackhomewasalongonebutIwasglad

becauseitgavemetimetothink.Iwasn'tgoingback

toAfrikabutI'llgohometomysister.

AsIpulledmysuitcaseIstoodinfrontofthegate

andtookadeepbreathinandletitout.Itried

openingthegatebutitwaslockedsoIshoutedfor

mysister.

Lady:Saveyourbreath,Debbieleft.

Iturnedaroundandsawtheladyfrom acrossthe

street.

Me:Doyouknowwhereshewent?

Lady:Accordingtosomerumoursshe'sstayingwith

youandyourboyfriend.Theguywasseenherea

coupleoftimesandhelpedherpackherthings.



Me:ThankyouMa.

IwalkedbackwhereIcamefrom.Iwasfuming.

WhatthehellisDebbiedoingwithAfrika?

|Rethabile|

WhenIgothomeIthrewmyselfonthecouchand

cried.Owethuwalkedinwithherarmscrossed.

Owethu:Andthen?

Ilookedatherwithtears.

Me:(Sobs)Mhambiischeatingonme.Heplayedme.

Owethu:(scoffs)Yeahso?

Ipausedandlookedatherinawe.

Me:Youdon'tsoundsurprised.

Owethu:Ofcoursenot,didn'tItellyoutostayaway

from him?

Me:DoyouknowDineo?

Owethu:Yeahshe'sMhambi'swifetobe,everyone

knowsthat.

Me:Iknowthatalreadybutwhatisshetoyou?



Owethu:Mybestfriend.

Istaredatherinshock.

Me:Soyouknewthatshewascomingbackandyou

saidnothing?

Owethu:Afteryouconstantlypushedmeaway?And

besidesIcalledherandtoldhertocomebackso

youcanstayawayfrom herman.

Me:Getout!

Owethu:Excuseme.

Me:Isaidgetout!Packallyourbagsandleavemy

housethisminute!

Owethu:Fine.Mycarkeysplease.

Me:No!

Owethu:Sweetieincaseyou'veforgottenthatright

thereismycar.Iborrowedyoubecauseyouaremy

landladyandIhardlyuseitsogivememykeys.

Ithrewthekeysonthefloorandrantomybedroom

andbangedthedoorbehindme.

|Debbie|



It'salmost6pm andtheeveningischilly.Istirredmy

chickenstewandreducedtheheat.Afrikaand

Loyisoareintheloungewatchingsoccer.Theyare

reallyniceguysandthey'vewelcomedmeintotheir

homesoIdecidedtocookdinnerforthem justto

saythankyou.Iknowit'snotmuchbutit'stheleastI

coulddo.

ThekitchendooropenedandLuyawalkedinwith

herluggage.

Me:Sisi

Itearedup.

Me:OhmyGodI'm sogladyouareokay.Sbari!

Loyiso!

Theguysraninthekitchenandlookedatmysister.

Afrikawalkeduptoherandhuggedher.

Afrika:SthandwaSam I'm sogladyou'reokay.

IlookedatLoyisoandhejustranoutoftheroom.I

swearIheardthefrontdooropenandclose.

|Rethabile|

IsniffedasItookmyphoneandcalledMhambi's



numberagainbutitwentstraighttovoicemail.

Igrabbedthepillowandcurledupinaballandcried

myeyesout.GrandmawasrightaboutMhambiandI

justdisrespectedher.NowI'm allaloneand

heartbroken.Owethuleftanhouragowithallher

stuffandthatalonejustmademecry.Whendidmy

lifegettothis?Whyam Ialwaysafoolwhenit

comestomen?IkilledSizwebecauseofreasons

likethisone.Whycan'tIjustbehappy?

|Loyiso|

Idrovearoundtownjusttoclearmyhead.Seeing

Luyandaafewhoursagofuckedmeup.Istill

haven'ttoldmybrotherthetruthandIwantedtodo

thatbeforeshecamebackbutit'stoolatenow

causeshe'sbackandshewon'tletme.

AsImademywayhomeacarcameoutofnowhere

andbumpedintome.Ilostcontrolofitandfound

myselfrollingoverandoveragainuntilIblackedout.

Tobecontinued...
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2WEEKSLATER

|Rethabile|

Irolledoverandgroanedassunlighthitmyeyes.I

didn'trealizethatIdidn'tclosethecurtains

yesterday.Myheadwaspoundingfrom allthe

drinkingI'vebeendoing.

It'sbeen2weekssinceIfoundoutaboutMhambi's

fianceeandtobehonestI'm nothandlingitwell.I

rolledoutofbedandwentintothekitchen.Iopened

thefridgeandtookoutabottleofwineandsome

vodkainthecupboard.Ineedalcoholinmysystem

tosurviveanotherdayofmisery.

Iflippedthroughmymailfrom 2daysagoasIdrank

shotsofvodka.

Me:whatthe....

Igrabbedanenvelopeandopenedit.Itwas

decoratedingoldandwhite.Theenvelopecontained



aninvitetoMhambiandDineo'sweddingthis

upcomingSaturday.

Ithrewmybottleofwineanditcrashedonthewall.

Me:Sonofabitch!

Mhambiisreallytestingmenow.Whodoeshethink

heis?He'senjoyingthis.He'senjoyingmymisery.I'll

teachhim alesson.

|Owethu|

AfterRethakickedmeoutlikeadogI'vebeenliving

inacheapmotel.Ididn'thaveenoughmoneytorent

aplacehereinDurbanandRetharefusedtogiveme

mymoneybackforthismonth.I'llhavetolivelike

thisuntilmonthendwhenIgetmyfirstpaycheck

from JobeConstruction.Yesyouheardright.Iwork

therenowandtobehonestthepaywillbealot

betterthenwhereIusetowork.

Ifinishedgettingdressedanddoingmymakeup

whensomeoneknockedonmydoor.Iopenedonly

tobemetbySteven.Irolledmyeyesandcrossed

myarms.



Steven:Heybeautiful.

Lamelinetouse.

Me:WhatdoyouwantSteven?

Steven:HowaboutIcomeinfirstthenwe'lltalk.

Isighedandlethim in.

Steven:Sothisiswhereyoulivenow?It'snotaplace

I'dimagineyoulivingin.

Me:It'stemporary.Sowhatdoyouwant?Ifyou

cameheretojudgemeorgloatthenpleaseleave.

Steven:Icametotakeyouhome.

Me:Excuseme!

Steven:Baby....Mylove....MyAngel....MyQueen,I

loveyousomuchandI'dbedamnedifIallowyouto

liveinaplacelikethis.Comehomewithme.Your

newhouse.Ourhome.Pleasemylove.Iknowyou

saidyoudon'twantarelationshiprightnowandI

understandbutatleastcomehome.We'llbelike

roommates.I'llsleepintheguestbedroom ifyou

wantbutaslongasIknowthatyouaresafe.Iwant

totakecareofyou.Wecantakethingsslowandsee



wherethejourneytakesus.

Me:Steve...I...

Steven:I'm nottakingnoforananswer.I'm giving

youuntiltheendoftheday.Here'stheaddress.

Heplacedapieceofpaperonthebedandwalked

towardsme.IbackedupuntilIreachedthewall.He

smashedhislipsonmine.Itwasaslowsoftkiss,it

wasn'trushedoranythingandIenjoyedthemoment.

Imoanedsoftlyashegrippedmywaistandranmy

handsalloverhisbodythenpulledout.

Me:I...um...Ineedtogettowork.

Steven:Enjoyyourday.

Hekissedmyforeheadandleft.

|Rethabile|

AssoonasIgottotheofficeIwasalreadytipsy.

Andfindingtransportwashard.Ineedtobuyacar

soon.Iwalkedintothereceptionandthe

receptionistcallme.

Me:Yes!



Receptionist:MrSitholewouldliketoseeyouinhis

officema'am.

Me:Okaythanks.

Iwalkedtotheliftandgotin.

WhenIsteppedintohisoffice,Mhambiwassitting

onhischairandAfrikawasonthecouch.DamnI

hopemybossesdon'trealizethatI'm drunk.

Me:Goodmorning.

Mhambi:Mhmm.

Afrika:SitdownMissMavundla.

Isatdownononeofthechairs.

Mhambi:Thepastcoupleofweekshavebeenhell

foryouIsee,caretoexplainwhy.

OhyouknowwhyMhambi.

Afrika:Whatmypartnerhereistryingtosayisyou've

beenmissingdeadlines,cominglatetomeetings

andyousmelllikeashebeenalmosteveryday.

Mhambi:Nottomentionmasturbatinginyouroffice.



Afrika:Themoanscanbeheardfrom downstairs.

Mhambi:Thisishighlyunprofessionalandwe've

triedspeakingtoyoubeforebutyoudon'tseem to

listen....

Afrika:Sohere'safinalwrittenwarning.Anymoreof

thisshittybehaviourandyouareout.

Mhambi:Ihopewemadeourselvesclear.

Inodded.

Afrika:Good,signandreturnittous.

Hethrewthepapersonthedeskandwalkedout.

Mhambistraightenedandstartedtypingonhis

computer.Igrabbedthepenandsignedthepapers

thenleftthem thereandwalkedout.

|Afrika|

Thepastcoupleofweekshavebeenhectic.Luyais

backbutshe'sgivingmethesilenttreatment.I've

apologizedtohersomanytimesthatIdon'tknow

whattodoanymore.Loyisoontheotherhandhad

anaccident,he'sinacomaaswespeak.I'm trying

tofindthepersonbehindthisbecausethedriverof



theothervehicleseemedtohavevanishedbuta

footagewaspresentedtomethatshowthatit

wasn'tadrunkdriverorhitandrunbutitwas

planned.Debbieistheonlysupportsystem Ihave.

Forakidshe'sreallysmartandwise.Shegivesme

greatadviceandtoldmetokeeptryingtoreachout

toLuya.I'vealsobeenhelpingherwithgettingajob

justuntiltheyearendsandshegoestovarsity.

|Vanessa|

Iwalkedintothehospitalwardandtherehewas.I

wasdressedlikeadoctorsonoonequestionedme.

Me:ItriedwarningyouLoyisobutyoudidn'tlistento

me.Letthisbethelasttimeyouthinkabout

messingwithmebecausenexttimeIwon'tgoeasy

onyou.You'vebeenremovedfrom thecomaso

soonmeandyouwillbetogethermylove.You'llbe

wakingupsoonandbacktoyoursenses.

Somethingstungmyneck,Ipulleditoutanditwas

aninjection.Iinstantlyblackedout.

|Afrika|

IwalkedintothehouseandfoundDebbiecooking.I



smiled.

Me:EveningChef!

Shegiggled.

Debbie:Stopit.

Me:Whatdoyouwantmetosay.Youareforever

cooking.I'm startingtofeellikeitsunfairbecause

it'slikeyouareamaidbutyoupartofthefamily.

Debbie:TrustmeIdon'tmind.It'stheleastIcando

aftereverythingyouguyshavedoneforme.

Me:Butstillitdoesn'tfeelright.Where'syoursister?

Debbie:Upstairsinherroom asusual.

Isighed.

Debbie:Hey,she'llcomearound.

Me:Idoubtit.

Debbie:Havesomefaith,youknowwomenaresooo

dramatic.

Ichuckledandmyphonerang.

Me:Afrikahello....yes....what!when?.....okayI'm on



myway.

Debbie:What'swrong?

Me:Mybrotherismissing.

Debbie:Missinghow?

Me:Idon'tknow,theyremovedhim from thecoma

thismorningbuthestillhadn'twokenupthennext

thinghewasgone.Ineedtogotothehospital.

Debbie:CanIcomewithyou?I'm tiredofbeing

indoors,Ineedsomeair.

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodideaDee.

Debbie:PleaseSbari.

Me:Okay,grabajacketandlet'sgo.TellLuyathat

weareleavingbutshecancomealongwithus,she

needssomeairtoo.You'llfindmeinthecar.

Tobecontinued....



OfficeAffair

Chapter15

|Afrika|

Whenwegottohospitalitwaschaotic.Thenurses

wererunningupanddownandthepolicewere

everywhere.MeandDebbieexchangedlooks.

Me:Come!

Igrabbedherhandandelectricityflowedallovermy

body.Iignoreditandwalkedtowardsthedoctorthat

washelpingmybrother.

Me:Doc!

Doc:MrNdlovu,I'm gladyoucame.

Me:WhatreallyhappenedDoc?

Doc:Let'stalkinmyoffice.It'sabitcrowdedand

noisyhere.

Me:Leadtheway.

Wefollowedthedoctortohisofficeonthesecond



floor.Itwaslesscrowdedthere.

Doc:Pleasesitdown.

IpulledthechairforDebbieandshemuttereda

thankyouthenIsatdownnexttoher.

Doc:Idon'thavethefulldetailsofthestorybutas

youknow,yourbrothergotoutofthecomathis

morningallthatwasleftforhim wastowakeup.

Me:Youdidmentionthat.

Doc:WhenIwasdoingmyrunsonallmypatientsI

askedoneofthenursestogochecktoseeifhe

hasn'twokenup.Whenshegotthereshefounda

bodyofawomanonthefloor.

Debbie:Wasshedead?

Doc:Nobutshewasinjectedwithahighdoseofa

drugthatputhertosleepinstantly.Weadmittedher

andhadtoflushthedrugsoutofhersystem.Your

brotherwasgonewhenwefoundthewomanonthe

floorandifwecheckcorrectly,sheisn'toneofour

staffmembersbutstrangethingisthatshewas

wearingadoctorscoat.Thepolicelookedatthe



CCTVfootageanditshowedthatwhoevertookyour

brotherwasafemalebutshehadamalecompanion

withher.Wecouldn'tseeherfacebecauseitwas

covered.

Isighed.Thiswasplanned,mybrotherisdefinitely

kidnapped.

Me:Isthewomanyoufoundstillher?

Doc:Yes,she'sinpolicecustody.

Me:CanIseeher?

Doc:Ofcourse,followme.

Wefollowedthedoctordowntothefirstfloorandto

theward.Apoliceofficerwasstandingoutsidethe

door.

Doc:AccordingtomyfilehernameisVanessa

Stuart.

Debbie:She'swhite?

Doc:Yes.

Whenheopenedthedoortherewasnooneonthe

bed.Thehandcuffwasunlocked.



Doc:Whatonearth!

Debbie:Thewindowisopen.

Doc:Shemusthavejumpedout.

Debbie:Therearepolicedownstairsandoutside

didn'ttheyseeher?

Doc:I'm notsure.Officercallthedetectivenow!

Theguardleft.

Doc:I'm sosorryMrNdlovubutIhopethepolicefind

her.

Me:It'sfine.

Debbiegrabbedmyarm andbrushedit.

Debbie:We'llfindhim.

Inodded.

Me:Docletmeknowifyoufindsomething.

Doc:Willdo.

Me:Let'sgoDebbie.It'sgettinglate.

WhenwegotintothecarIreleasedalongsigh.

Everythingisupsidedownnow.



Debbie:Thiswasplanned.

Istaredatherthengrippedthesteeringwheel.

Me:Ithoughtsotoo.

Debbie:Doyouthinkit'slinkedtowhathewantedto

tellyou?

Me:Idon'tknowDebbieIdon'tknow.

Debbie:Sbari!

Ilookedather.

Debbie:Iknowit'snoneofmybusinessbutIwantto

helpyousolvethismystery.

Me:Idon'twanttoputyourlifeindangerDee.

Debbie:Iwon'ttakenoforananswer.

Igroaned.

Debbie:LikeIsaidbefore,womenaresooodramatic.

Ichuckled.

Me:Okay.....okay....youwin.Youcanhelp.

Debbie:Good.



Me:Butdon'tjudgesoofthethingsIdo.

Debbie:OnlyGodhastherighttojudgeussowho

am Itogoagainstthat.

Istaredatthewindscreenlongandhard.

Me:Shit!

Debbie:What'swrong?

Me:Whenmybrotheralmostconfessedtomethat

day.Hesaidhehadanaffairbuthedidn'tsaywith

who.Whatif....

Debbie:Hehadanaffairwithamarriedwomanand

gotcaught.No....don'tthinkso.

Afrika:Butitmakessense.

Debbie:Butitdoesn'texplainthewomanwhowas

foundunconsciousonthecrimescene.

Afrika:Washadetective!

Welaughed.

Debbie:Let'snotthinkwithemptystomachs.

Me:I'lldrivetoSteersandgetusburgers.



Debbie:ButIcooked.

Me:Weain'tgoingbackhomeyet.We'llgotomy

warehouse.Iknowsomeonewhocanhackthe

CCTVfootageofthehospital.

Istartedthecar.

Debbie:Areyousomekindofgangsterorsomething?

Me:Sortof,IwasraisedbyagangstersoIknowshit.

|Mhambi|

I'vejusthadasteamyroundwithDineoanddamn

shestillgotit.Shestilldrivesmecrazy.Iwatched

herdriftofftosleepandImademywayintothe

kitchen.IcalledAfrika.

Me:Boy!

Afrika:Hey.What'sup?

Me:Ihopeyoucomingtomyweddingthisweekend.

Afrika:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.EventhoughI

don'thaveadate.

Me:Isn'tLuyabackyet?



Afrika:Sheisbutshe'sgivingmethesilent

treatment.

Me:Ouch,thathastosuck.Wellfindadatethen.

Afrika:Iwilldon'tworry.

Me:Letmeleaveyoutowhateveryoudoingthere.

Afrika:Okaysure.

|Rethabile|

Isippedonmywineasthetearsdidtheirjob.My

phonerangindicatingthatit'stimeformy

medicationbutIjustlookedatitandcontinued

drinking.Ireceivedafinalwrittenwarningtoday.I

needtogetmyshittogether.ItookallthealcoholI

hadinthehouseandpoureditdownthedrain.Itook

mymedicationandwasheditdownthedraintoo.I'm

notcrazyI'm fine.

TomorrowI'llvisitgrandmaatthehospice.

THENEXTDAY

Itookataxitothehospitalwheregrandmawas

beingkept.Ihadbakedheralittlecakeasapeace

offering.WhenIwalkedinshewasknittinginher



room.

Me:Gogo.

Gran:Rethabile.

Isighedasguiltfedonmysoul.

Me:I'm sosorryaboutwhatIsaidtoyoutheother

day.Iwasjustangry.Butyouwereright,Mhambiis

asnakeandhefooledme.He'sgettingmarriedthis

weekend.Ifeelsostupid.

Gran:It'sokaymychild,youdidn'tknow.Iforgive

you.

Me:Here'sapeaceoffering.

Gran:Chocolatemyfavorite.LetmediginandI'm

definitelynotsharing.

Igiggledandshetookthecakeandtheforkand

startedeating.AsmirkcreptuponmyfaceasI

watchedherdevourthecake.

Tobecontinued...



OfficeAffair

Chapter16

THEWEDDINGDAY

|Afrika|

Iflippedmyeyesopenandwrappedmyarm around

Luyandabutsheyankeditoff.

Me:Morningbaby.

Luya:

Isighed.

Me:I'm goingtoMhambi'sweddingandI'dlikeyou

tocomewithme.

Shescoffed.

Luya:I'm notgoingthere.Thatmanruinedmylife

andhumiliatedmeinfrontofmycolleagues.You

cangothoughandtakemysisterwithyou,Idon't

wantheronmycaseaboutdisappearing.

Me:Canwetalkaboutus?



Luya:Thereisnous.

Isighedandwenttoshower.

|Dineo|

It'smyweddingday.I'm soexcitedIcouldscream.I

didn'tknowthatmyrelationshipwithMhambiwould

lastthislongespeciallysinceI'm amodelandI'm

alwaystraveling.Ireallythoughthe'dcheatonme

andmoveonbutnowIknowthathetrulylovesme.

Myfamilywalkedinjustasmymake-upartistdid

thefinishingtouchesonmyface.Langamybrother

iswalkingmedowntheaislesincedadisnomore.

Langa:Sis.

Me:Bro.

Langa:Thebigdayisfinallyhere.Howdoyoufeel?

Me:Overwhelmed,nervousbutmostlyexcited.

Langa:I'llbewithyoueverystepoftheway.

Me:Thankyou.

Mom:Nowwe'llbeswimmingintheSitholemoney.

Me:Mom!



Langa:Couldn'tyougoforonedaywithout

mentioningmoney?!

Mom:Langamydaughterchosewell.Amanwho

canbuyhertheworldwithjustasnapofhisfinger.

Langa:Igiveup!

|Afrika|

Iwalkeddownstairsandheadedtothekitchen.

Debbiewasmakingbreakfastasusual.Thisgirlisa

hardworker.

Debbie:Nicetuxedo,what'stheoccasion?

Me:Mypartner'swedding.Gogetreadysowecan

go.

Debbie:Whyain'tyoutakingLuya?

Me:Shedoesn'twanttogosoyeah.ShesaidIcan

takeyousoyoudon'tirritateherallday.

Debbie:SoIirritateher.Wow!

Atearrolleddownhercheek.

Me:Hey!



Istoodupandwrappedmyarm aroundherand

pulledherintoahug.

Me:Don'tlethergettoyou.

Debbie:Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyshe'streatingme

likethis.

Me:She'llcomearound.

Iwipedhertearsandstareddeepintohereyes.

WithoutevenknowingitIwaskissingherlips,aslow

kiss.Shepulledoutandclearedherthroat.

Debbie:Um.....Letmegetready.

Shewalkedoutandleftmecompletelyindaze.

|Mhambi|

Todayistheday.Ifixedmytieandlookedatmyself

inthemirror.Mygroomsmenareintheotherroom

gettingready.Wearegettingmarriedinstyle.Ieven

hiredalimousinethatwilltakeustothehallwhere

thereceptionisgoingtobeheld.

Aknockeddisturbedmefrom mythoughts.

Me:Comein!



Rethawalkedinwearingalongcoatandheels.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Thechurchisdown

theroad.

Retha:SthandwaSam,Ithoughtmaybe...

Shelethercoatslipoff,revealingablacklacy

lingerie.

Me:Pleaseleave.

|Rethabile|

Hesaidthatsocasuallylikehewasn'tmovedbymy

bodyorthelingerieIwaswearing.Hecontinued

gettingdressedignoringmelikeIdidn'texist.

Me:Mhambi!

Mhambi:LookgirltodayI'm tyingtheknotwiththe

loveofmylife.Nowpleaseleave.Meandyouare

done.

Me:You'llregretthis.

|Afrika|

IwalkedinMhambi'sroom withDebbieandlooked

athim.



Me:Hubbytobe!

Mhambi:Fuckyouman.

Welaughedandbrohugged.

Mhambi:Thanksforcoming.

Me:YouknowIwouldn'tmissitfortheworldbutI

mighthavetoleaveearlybecauseIhaveamissing

brother.

Mhambi:I'm sosorryaboutthatandit'salloverthe

media.

Me:Iknow.

Mhambi:Whenareyouintroducingmetothepretty

ladyoverthere?

Me:Oh,MhambithisisDebbie,Debbiemypartner

Mhambi.

Debbie:(smiles)Nicetomeetyou.

Mhambi:Likewise.Afrikamybrother,dumpLuya

marryher.Y'allmakeagreatcouple.

Me:Shutup!



Mhambi:I'm seriousthough,she'swifematerialnot

thatwitchyoucallagirlfriend.

Debbie:(gasps)Mysisterisn'tawitch!

Mhambi:Youguysaresisters,youcouldhavefooled

me.Youaresodifferent.

Afrika:Wehavetogocauseyouaretalkingtrash.

Goodluckoutthere.

Mhambi:Thanksman.

|Dineo|

ZandieKhumalostartedsinginghersongNangu

MakotiasIwalkeddowntheaislealongsidemy

brother.Mhambilookedmagnificentinhiswhiteand

blacktuxedo.Owethumymaidofhonourlooked

amazinginhergolddress.

Mybrotherhandedmeovertomyhusbandandthey

brohugged.MybrotherhatesMhambiwithpassion

butformehe'dpretendtolikehim.

Thepastorsaidaprayerandtheceremonystarted.

|Luyanda|



Iwalkedintothewardweremamawassleeping

peacefully.Shehadabandagearoundherhead.The

doctorsaidthattheysedatedhersoshecouldcalm

down.Istoodbesidesthebedwithtearsinmyeyes

andheldherhand.

Me:Mama,IknowthatI'vefailedyou.Ihaven'tbeen

thebestdaughterandagoodsistertoDebbie.Ilet

luxurybrainwashmeandIletmyyoungersistertake

careofyou.Ididn'tgiveherthechancetochaseher

dreamsandfindlovelikeanormal25yearold.I

madehertakecareofyouwhileIenjoyedmylife

becausehonestlyyouareaburdenmama.Youarea

burdentomeandIranawaybecauseIjustcouldn't

soIletmysistercarrythatburden.Butnowit's

enoughandIhopeyoucanforgivemeforeverything

thatI'vedoneandthatI'm abouttodo.

Igrabbedthepillowfrom underneathherhead.

Me:Restinpeacemama.RestinpeaceSthandwa

sam.

|Afrika|

MyphonerangasMhambiandDineowheresaying



theirvows.

Me:I'llbebackDee.

Shenoddedandwalkedoutofthechurchand

answeredit.

Me:Talktome.

Caller:We'vefoundthetarget.

Me:Good,puthertorest.I'llmeetyouatthe

warehousewithyourcash.

Caller:Shoboss.

IhungupandwenttofetchDebbieinside.Assoon

aswedroveoutthechurchIstoleaglanceather.

Shewasbeautifulinthatredbacklessdress.Itwas

hardfindingadressforheratsuchshortnotice.

Mymindslowlydriftedtoourmomentthismorning.

Damnthatkissleftmequestioningmyfeelings.

Don'tgetmewrong,IloveLuyabutthatkissjust

drovemenuts.

|Mhambi|

It'sofficialDineoisnowMrsSithole.Icouldn'tbe



morehappier.Wesealedeverythingwithakissas

ourfamilyandfriendscheeredandclappedforus.

AmandaBlackstartedsingingIdoaswewalked

outsideonourwaytotakepictures.

WhenwereachedthedoorDineowasonherknees,I

lookedatherandshewasbleedingfrom herchest.

WomenstartedscreamingasLangarushedtoher

withhermother.

Tobecontinued...



OfficeAffair

Chapter17

|Afrika|

Debbie:SoMhambiisyourbusinesspartner?

Me:Yeahheis.

Debbie:Youguysseem tobeclose.

Me:Notreally,Iwasjustpretending.

Debbie:Whypretend,youguyswouldmakegreat

friends.

Me:CanItrustthatyouwon'tsayanything?

Debbie:Crossmyhearthopetodie.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Heborrowedmoneyfrom mybrotherandnigga

won'tpayitbacksomeandLoyisoareplottingto

takeoverhiscompanyJobeConstruction.

Debbie:Allinthenameofmoney.

Me:Werunaloansharkringsowecan'taffordto



losemoneywhenwecouldbegettingricherwiththe

interesttheypay.

Debbie:Whydon'tyouandyourbrotherstartyour

owncompany?Somethingthatyoucancallyour

own.Yourownsweat,bloodandtearsnotsomeone

else'shardwork.

Istoppedthecaronthesideoftheroadandlooked

ather.Ismirked.

Me:Ineverthoughtofitthatway.That'sactuallya

goodidea.

Debbie:Let'sfindyourbrotherandpitchtheideato

him.Whoknowsmaybeyouguyscanhireme.

Me:HowdoesaCEOpositionsound?

Debbie:I'dliketostartsmallplease.

Ismiledandcontinueddriving.

Ipulledupinthewarehouseandsteppedoutofthe

car.DebbiefollowedmeasItookoutabagfullof

moneyandpaidmyguy.

Guy:Nicedoingbusinesswithyouboss.Bosslady.



Me:Ihopethat'senoughtomakeyoudisappearand

laylowforawhile.I'llcallyouwhenyouareneeded.

Guy:Consideritdone.

Hewalkedoutandwewalkedintotheotherroom

whereVanessawastiedup.Shelookedatuswith

fearinhereyes.Ipulledachairandplaceditinfront

ofherthenpeeledofthetapeoffherlips.

Me:VanessaStuart!

Vanessa:Whowantstoknow?

Me:I'm AfrikaNdlovubrotherofLoyisoZondo.

ShestaredbetweenmeandDebbie.

Vanessa:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Ineedtoaskyouafewquestionsregardingmy

brother.

Vanessa:HowdoIknowthatyouwon'tkillme

afterwards?

Me:BecauseIhaveaprettyladyinhereandshe

doesnotlikeguns.WhatkindofgentlemanwouldI

beifIkilledawoman.



Vanessa:Fairenough.Okayask.

Me:Howdoyouknowmybrother?

Vanessa:WewerefuckingandIdevelopedfeelings

forhim buthewasn'tinterestedsohestarted

fuckingsomeoneelse.

Me:Doyouknowanythingaboutthecaraccident?

Vanessa:Icausedit.Iwasmadatthefactthathe

wascheatingonmeandIlostit.Ididn'twanttokill

him Ijustwantedhim tofearme.Fearforhislife.

Me:Whatwereyoudoinginthehospitalwitha

doctorscoaton?

Vanessa:Iwantedtocheckonhim andmakesure

thathe'sokay.Thedisguisewasjusttoblendin.

Me:Doyouknowanyonewho'sbehindhis

kidnapping?Didyouseeanythingbeforeyoupassed

out?

Vanessa:Um.....Thewomanwhowasthere,shehad

arosetattooonherrighthand.

Itcan'tbe.



Me:ThankyouforyourtimeMissStuart.Greetyour

ancestorsforme.Fixmybedroom inhell.

Ipumped5bulletsbetweenhereyes.

|Debbie|

OhmyGodAfrikajustshotthatwomanwithout

thinkingtwice.Thewomansaidsomethingabouta

rosetattooontherighthand.Luyandahasatattoo

thatmatchesthedescription.CouldLuyabebehind

this?IlookedatAfrikabesidesme,hewasjust

sittingthereemotionlessanddeepinhisthoughts.

Hislefthandwastightlygrippingthesteeringwheel.

Itouchedhishandandhesoftenedup.Hiseyesmet

mineandhetookmyhandintohisandlockedthem

together.

Me:IthinkIknowwhotookyourbrother.

Iclearmythroat.

Me:Ithinkit'sLuyanda,she'stheonlypersonwe

knowwhohasatattooofaroseonherrighthand

andbeforeshedisappearedshesaidsomething

aboutbeingattractedtoyourbrother.Inevertook

herseriouslyIthoughtitwasjustameaningless



crushbutnowIthinkshecouldhavetakenhim.I'm

sorryforkeepingthisfrom you.

Heperkedmylipsandliftedmychinthenstared

deepintomyeyes.

Afrika:There'snoneedtoapologize.Likeyousaid

youthoughtitwasameaninglesscrush.I'dneverbe

madatyou.IalsosuspectLuya.I'llconfronther

tonight.

Me:ShecouldlieaboutitsoIthinkweshouldfollow

herorputatrackingdeviceinherphoneorcar.

Hesmiled.

Afrika:Whendidyougetsosmart?

Ilaughed.

Me:Don'tbefooledbymyageorinnocence.

Afrika:I'llputatrackingdeviceonhercartonightso

wecantrackhermovement.

MyphoneranganditwasBab'Zondo.

Me:Baba........okayI'm onmyway.

Afrika:Areyouokay?



Me:Bab'ZwanesaidsomethinghashappenedandI

mustrushtothehospital.

Afrika:Let'sgo.

|Owethu|

Stevenpulledmetohischestashecomfortedme.

I'vebeencurleduponthecouchatourhouseever

sinceDineowasrushedtothehospital.Whowould

wanttokillmybestfriend?She'ssuchasweetsoul.

Stevenplantedkissesonmyforehead.

Steven:She'llbefinemyAngel.Don'tcryplease.It

hurtsmetoseeyoucrying.

|Rethabile|

IjustfinishedhavinganicerelaxingbathwhenI

heardaknockonthedoor.Whocouldthatbeatthis

timeofthenight?Itiedmyrobeandwenttoopen

thedooronlytobemetbyareallydrunkMhambi.

Me:Mhambiwhatareyougoinghere?Didn'tyou

kickmeoutlikeadogafewhoursagoandhowdid

yougetintothe....

HeshutmeupwithakissandIwrappedmylegs



aroundhiswaistandhandsaroundhisneck.

|Loyiso|

Idon'tknowwhereIam butI'vebeenscreamingfor

sometimenow.Thelightsweredimmedandamale

figuresatinfrontofme.

Me:Whatdoyouwantfrom me!

Tobecontinued...



Celebrating1Klikes,Idecidedtoblessyouallwitha

bonus.Thankyoutoeveryonewhohelpedmereach

thismilestone.Godblessyouall.

OfficeAffair

Chapter18

|Debbie|

Itrembledandcollapsedonthefloorwithtears

gushingdownmyface.Thedoctorjusttoldmethat

mom isnomore.Idon'tunderstand,shewasfine

thismorningandshewasn'tinacriticalcondition.

Howcouldshejustdie?Itmakesnosense.Afrika

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeandkissedmyneck.

HeheldmeinhisarmsasIwailedonthefloor.I

couldalsofeelhissniffingbehindme,I'm surehe

wasalsocrying.HeknowsthepainI'm going

through.Bab'Zwanewassittingacrosstheroom

withhishandsonhisface,battlingwithtearsofhis

own.Luyawalkedintothehospitalandstaredatus.



Luya:Whathappened?Debbie,what'sgoingon?

Ilookedatherandwipedmytears.

Me:Mom is.....is....nomore.She'sgone.Shepassed

away.

ThereactionIgotfrom Luyawasstrange.Sheacted

likeshewasshockedbutIknowalyingLuyanda

whenIseeone.Couldshebebehindherdeath?I'll

havetoinvestigateandavengewhoeveris

responsible.

Me:Whoever'sbehindthisshouldstartrunning

becauseI'm comingforthem.

Luyaswallowedhard.

|Mhambi|

ThemorningsunburnedmypupilsasIgroanedand

yesterday'seventscamerollingback.Rethawas

lookingatmesmilingfrom eartoear.

Retha:Morninghandsome.

Iignoredherandrushedoutofbed.Igatheredmy

clothesandgotdressed.



Retha:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Incaseyou'veforgotten,Ihaveawifeinhospital

andadaughterthatneedsme.

Retha:Soyouleavingjustlikethat?

Me:Yeah,meandyouaredone.

Retha:Areyousuresinceyoukeeprunningbackto

me?

Me:Ahundredpercentsure.Lastnightwasa

mistakeandIjustneededtorelievestress.

Retha:Youjustusemeandrunbacktoyourwife!

Me:Yeah.Youmydeararelikeausedcondom and

nowI'm throwingyouinthegarbagewhereyou

belong.

Retha:Youbastard!

ShethrowedapillowatmeandIduckedwhileI

roaredinlaughterandgrabbedmythingsandleft.

|Afrika|

SeeingDebbiecryinglastnightreallybrokemyheart.

Itbroughtbackpainfulmemoriesofmydeadmother.



Losingaparentreallyhurtslikeabitch.Luyadidn't

seem fazedbythewholesituation.MaybeI'm

readingtoomuchintothis.Idon'tevenknowwhere

Luyadisappearedto.IwalkedintoDebbie'sroom

andshewasinbedstaringattheceiling.

Me:Hey,howareyoufeeling?

Ikissedherforehead.

Debbie:Likeshit.

Me:I'm sorry,Ireallyam.Losingaparentisn'teasy.

Debbie:Iknow,firstitwasdadthenmyolderbrother

nowmom.Ithurts.

Me:Iboughtyousomecoffee.

Shesatupandtookthecup.

Debbie:ThankyoujustwhatIneeded.Andthankyou

forbeingthereformeandsupportingmethroughall

ofthis.Ireallyappreciateit.Idon'tknowwhatI

wouldhavedonewithoutyou.

Me:Noneedtothankme,Iwasjustreturningthe

favor.It'smywayofsayingthankyou.You

supportedmewhenLuyawasmissingandyou're



helpingmecrackthecaseofmymissingbrother,I'm

reallygratefulforthat.Youareanamazingwoman,

youaresmart,beautifulandverywise.Yougivethe

bestadviceandyoudon'tjudgeapersonforwhat

theydoorhowtheyact.Anymaninthisworldwould

beluckytohaveawomanlikeyoubytheirsideandI

wouldliketobethatluckyman.

Debbie:Afrika....I....

Me:Shhhh,I'm notpressuringyoutotakeadecision

nowbutIfeelsomethingforyouandI'dlikeusto

exploreitsomeday.Notrightnowthoughbecause

wehavealotonourplatesbutmaybeafterwards.

Yoursistertoldmethatshedoesn'twantme

anymoreandtobehonestIdon'tblameher,I've

treatedherlikeshitinthepastbutwithyouit's

different.Noonesperfectbutyoubringoutthebest

inme.Youmakemeseetheworldinadifferent

angle.Youmakemewanttochangeandfixmy

wrongsanddoright.Youdon'thavetosayanything

butpleasejustthinkaboutit.

ShenoddedandIstoodup,kissedhercheekand

walkedout.



|Rethabile|

Thehospitalcalledmethismorninginformingme

aboutmygrandma'sdeath.Tobehonestitshocked

meonhowquickthepoisonactuallyworkedbutI

guessshewasoldsoittookhersooner.

Iwasbusyhangingthelaundryoutsidewhenanidea

poppedupinmyhead.IsmirkedasImentallygave

myselfapatonthebackforgoodthinking.I'llhave

MhambiwhereIwanthim afterthis.

|Loyiso|

IwokeuptofindLuyasittinginfrontofmewithan

evilsmirkonherface.Myneckwashellapainful,

withallthissleepingwhiletiedupinachairitwas

gonnagetworse.Mybodywasn'tdoinganyjustice

either.Couldn'tsheatleasttiemetoabedtoletmy

bodyrecover.

Luya:Heythere.Iseethatyou'vebeenagoodboy,

youhaven'ttoldAfrikaaboutussoI'm guessingyou

feelthesamewayaboutmeasIdowithyou.

Me:YouaredelusionalLuyanda.



Luya:Don'tworrythough,soonyou'llbemadlyin

lovewithme.

Me:Inyourdreams.

Luya:I'vekilledmymother,nowIhavetoeliminate

Debbie......thenAfrika.

Ipanicked.

Me:NoLuyanotmybrother!

Luya:Thenwe'llmovetoanotherprovinceandget

married.I'vealreadyboughtournewhouseinCape

Town.

IwiggledinmychairbutitwasnouseIwasstuck

andinpain.

Me:ListenLuyaI'lldoanythingyouwantjustdon't

killmybrother.

Luya:Ican'tdothat.IfIdon'tkillhim he'llcontinue

lookingforyoulikehe'sdoingrightnow.Hehas

alreadyfoundVanessaandkilledherandIwon'tlet

him gettome.Thatmanwouldtakeabulletforyou.

Me:He'smybrother,whatdidyouexpect.



ATTHEHOSPICE

Anofficerofthelawwalkedinthedoctorsoffice.He

wasyettofindoutwhythedoctorcalledhim her.

Doc:Thanksforcomingofficer.Pleasesit.

Theysatdownandthedoctorshuthiscomputer.

Officer:Whyam Iheredoc?

Doc:Oneofmypatientspassedawaythismorning.

Officer:Isn'tthatanormalthinghere?Don'tpeople

comeheretowaitfortheirdeath.

Doc:That'struebutshehadafewmoremonthsto

live.Shehadcancer.Ididsometestsandfound

poisoninhersystem.It'saverydangeroustype.I

needyoutoinvestigateherdeath.

Officer:Whowasthelastpersontovisitherbefore

herdeath?

Doc:Hergranddaughter,RethabileMavundla.They

hadafightnotsolongagoandsheshowedupwith

acake,shesaiditwasapeaceoffering.Afewhours

laterthegrandmotherdied.Isuspectshecouldhave

killedher.



Theofficerwroteeverythinginhisnotebook.

Officer:I'lllookintoitdoc.CanIhavethegirl's

addressandcontactdetails.

Tobecontinued...



Celebrating1Klikes,Idecidedtoblessyouallwitha

bonus.Thankyoutoeveryonewhohelpedmereach

thismilestone.Godblessyouall.

OfficeAffair

Chapter18

|Debbie|

Itrembledandcollapsedonthefloorwithtears

gushingdownmyface.Thedoctorjusttoldmethat

mom isnomore.Idon'tunderstand,shewasfine

thismorningandshewasn'tinacriticalcondition.

Howcouldshejustdie?Itmakesnosense.Afrika

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeandkissedmyneck.

HeheldmeinhisarmsasIwailedonthefloor.I

couldalsofeelhissniffingbehindme,I'm surehe

wasalsocrying.HeknowsthepainI'm going

through.Bab'Zwanewassittingacrosstheroom

withhishandsonhisface,battlingwithtearsofhis

own.Luyawalkedintothehospitalandstaredatus.



Luya:Whathappened?Debbie,what'sgoingon?

Ilookedatherandwipedmytears.

Me:Mom is.....is....nomore.She'sgone.Shepassed

away.

ThereactionIgotfrom Luyawasstrange.Sheacted

likeshewasshockedbutIknowalyingLuyanda

whenIseeone.Couldshebebehindherdeath?I'll

havetoinvestigateandavengewhoeveris

responsible.

Me:Whoever'sbehindthisshouldstartrunning

becauseI'm comingforthem.

Luyaswallowedhard.

|Mhambi|

ThemorningsunburnedmypupilsasIgroanedand

yesterday'seventscamerollingback.Rethawas

lookingatmesmilingfrom eartoear.

Retha:Morninghandsome.

Iignoredherandrushedoutofbed.Igatheredmy

clothesandgotdressed.



Retha:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Incaseyou'veforgotten,Ihaveawifeinhospital

andadaughterthatneedsme.

Retha:Soyouleavingjustlikethat?

Me:Yeah,meandyouaredone.

Retha:Areyousuresinceyoukeeprunningbackto

me?

Me:Ahundredpercentsure.Lastnightwasa

mistakeandIjustneededtorelievestress.

Retha:Youjustusemeandrunbacktoyourwife!

Me:Yeah.Youmydeararelikeausedcondom and

nowI'm throwingyouinthegarbagewhereyou

belong.

Retha:Youbastard!

ShethrowedapillowatmeandIduckedwhileI

roaredinlaughterandgrabbedmythingsandleft.

|Afrika|

SeeingDebbiecryinglastnightreallybrokemyheart.

Itbroughtbackpainfulmemoriesofmydeadmother.



Losingaparentreallyhurtslikeabitch.Luyadidn't

seem fazedbythewholesituation.MaybeI'm

readingtoomuchintothis.Idon'tevenknowwhere

Luyadisappearedto.IwalkedintoDebbie'sroom

andshewasinbedstaringattheceiling.

Me:Hey,howareyoufeeling?

Ikissedherforehead.

Debbie:Likeshit.

Me:I'm sorry,Ireallyam.Losingaparentisn'teasy.

Debbie:Iknow,firstitwasdadthenmyolderbrother

nowmom.Ithurts.

Me:Iboughtyousomecoffee.

Shesatupandtookthecup.

Debbie:ThankyoujustwhatIneeded.Andthankyou

forbeingthereformeandsupportingmethroughall

ofthis.Ireallyappreciateit.Idon'tknowwhatI

wouldhavedonewithoutyou.

Me:Noneedtothankme,Iwasjustreturningthe

favor.It'smywayofsayingthankyou.You

supportedmewhenLuyawasmissingandyou're



helpingmecrackthecaseofmymissingbrother,I'm

reallygratefulforthat.Youareanamazingwoman,

youaresmart,beautifulandverywise.Yougivethe

bestadviceandyoudon'tjudgeapersonforwhat

theydoorhowtheyact.Anymaninthisworldwould

beluckytohaveawomanlikeyoubytheirsideandI

wouldliketobethatluckyman.

Debbie:Afrika....I....

Me:Shhhh,I'm notpressuringyoutotakeadecision

nowbutIfeelsomethingforyouandI'dlikeusto

exploreitsomeday.Notrightnowthoughbecause

wehavealotonourplatesbutmaybeafterwards.

Yoursistertoldmethatshedoesn'twantme

anymoreandtobehonestIdon'tblameher,I've

treatedherlikeshitinthepastbutwithyouit's

different.Noonesperfectbutyoubringoutthebest

inme.Youmakemeseetheworldinadifferent

angle.Youmakemewanttochangeandfixmy

wrongsanddoright.Youdon'thavetosayanything

butpleasejustthinkaboutit.

ShenoddedandIstoodup,kissedhercheekand

walkedout.



|Rethabile|

Thehospitalcalledmethismorninginformingme

aboutmygrandma'sdeath.Tobehonestitshocked

meonhowquickthepoisonactuallyworkedbutI

guessshewasoldsoittookhersooner.

Iwasbusyhangingthelaundryoutsidewhenanidea

poppedupinmyhead.IsmirkedasImentallygave

myselfapatonthebackforgoodthinking.I'llhave

MhambiwhereIwanthim afterthis.

|Loyiso|

IwokeuptofindLuyasittinginfrontofmewithan

evilsmirkonherface.Myneckwashellapainful,

withallthissleepingwhiletiedupinachairitwas

gonnagetworse.Mybodywasn'tdoinganyjustice

either.Couldn'tsheatleasttiemetoabedtoletmy

bodyrecover.

Luya:Heythere.Iseethatyou'vebeenagoodboy,

youhaven'ttoldAfrikaaboutussoI'm guessingyou

feelthesamewayaboutmeasIdowithyou.

Me:YouaredelusionalLuyanda.



Luya:Don'tworrythough,soonyou'llbemadlyin

lovewithme.

Me:Inyourdreams.

Luya:I'vekilledmymother,nowIhavetoeliminate

Debbie......thenAfrika.

Ipanicked.

Me:NoLuyanotmybrother!

Luya:Thenwe'llmovetoanotherprovinceandget

married.I'vealreadyboughtournewhouseinCape

Town.

IwiggledinmychairbutitwasnouseIwasstuck

andinpain.

Me:ListenLuyaI'lldoanythingyouwantjustdon't

killmybrother.

Luya:Ican'tdothat.IfIdon'tkillhim he'llcontinue

lookingforyoulikehe'sdoingrightnow.Hehas

alreadyfoundVanessaandkilledherandIwon'tlet

him gettome.Thatmanwouldtakeabulletforyou.

Me:He'smybrother,whatdidyouexpect.



ATTHEHOSPICE

Anofficerofthelawwalkedinthedoctorsoffice.He

wasyettofindoutwhythedoctorcalledhim her.

Doc:Thanksforcomingofficer.Pleasesit.

Theysatdownandthedoctorshuthiscomputer.

Officer:Whyam Iheredoc?

Doc:Oneofmypatientspassedawaythismorning.

Officer:Isn'tthatanormalthinghere?Don'tpeople

comeheretowaitfortheirdeath.

Doc:That'struebutshehadafewmoremonthsto

live.Shehadcancer.Ididsometestsandfound

poisoninhersystem.It'saverydangeroustype.I

needyoutoinvestigateherdeath.

Officer:Whowasthelastpersontovisitherbefore

herdeath?

Doc:Hergranddaughter,RethabileMavundla.They

hadafightnotsolongagoandsheshowedupwith

acake,shesaiditwasapeaceoffering.Afewhours

laterthegrandmotherdied.Isuspectshecouldhave

killedher.



Theofficerwroteeverythinginhisnotebook.

Officer:I'lllookintoitdoc.CanIhavethegirl's

addressandcontactdetails.

Tobecontinued...
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|Rethabile|

IsippedonmymorningteaandreadtheMonday

paper.Dineo'sweddingmadeheadlines,wellthe

shootoutmadeheadlines.Iputthenewspaperdown

andlookedatmylaptop.Itjustfinishedloadingthe

sextapeImadeofmeandMhambiintomyflash

drivenowIneedtoputitsomewheresafesonoone

findsit.Isavedanotheroneinmyphone.Thedayof

Mhambi'swedding,Iboughtasmallcameraand

installeditinmyroom whereitwouldrecordwithout

beingseen.AfterthatImetwithahitmanandpaid

him toshootDineo,IknewMhambiwillcome

runningintomyarms.

Me:Typicalmen,MhambireallythinksI'm stupid.

WellMrSitholeI'm twostepsaheadofyou.Youwill

bemine,byfirebyforceandwewillraiseourchild

together.

YepI'm onemonthpregnantbabyanddamnI'm over



themoon.Mhambineverusedacondom when

fuckingmeandhedoesn'tknowthatI'm noton

contraceptives.WhenI'm donewithhim he'llregret

everleavingmeforanotherwoman.Ifinishedmy

teaandgotdressedsoIcangotowork.Todayis

goingtobeawonderfulday.

|Mhambi|

Iwalkedintothewardandfoundmybabylyingthere

crying.

Me:SthandwaSam.

Dineo:(sniffs)Hey!

Me:Babepleasedon'tcry.I'llfindthebastardswho

didthistoyouandI'llmakesurethattheypay.

Shenodded.

Dineo:Ican'tbelieveourweddingdaywasruined

justlikethat.

Me:Atleastwearemarriedandyou'llbedischarged

intwodays,wecanstillgotothathoneymoonwe

planned.

Shesmiled.



Dineo:I'dlovethat.

Me:I'llfinishthepreparationsthen.

Shenodded.

Me:I'llseeyourbeautifulfacelater,Ineedtogetto

workandmaybeaskAfrikatotakeoveruntilIcome

back.

Dineo:Okayhaveaniceday.

|Rethabile|

EversinceIarrivedattheofficeI'vebeeninalong

assmeetingwithmyteam.Briefingthem onthenew

changesImadehereandthere.Ihardlygottimeto

talktoMhambi.

Whentheclockhit1pm IknewMhambiwillbe

headingoutforlunchsoIfollowedhim andhewent

intoEmsamu.Ifollowedhim andsatacrosshim on

thetableashescannedthemenu.Hewatchedme

intensivelywhileIorderedadrinkforhim.Areally

strongonecausehemightneedit.

Mhambi:Whatdoyouwanthere?

HisdrinkarrivedjustasIwasabouttoanswer.



Waiter:Wouldyouliketotakeyourorder?

Me:Notyetsisibutwe'llcallyouwhenweready.

Shenoddedandattendedothertables.

Me:IwantyoutomakemeyourwifeJobe.

Mhambi:ItoldyouIwon'tdothatnowleave.

Itookoutmyphoneandplayedthevideo.

Me:Ifyoudon'tthenI'llleakthissextape.

Ishowedhim thevideo.Hestaredatmeinaweand

startedtypingonmyphone.

Mhambi:Ideleteditsothere'snothingyoucanuse

toblackmailmenow.

Hesmirkedandleanedbackonhisseat.

Me:DoyoureallythinkI'm thatstupid?Isavedthat

videoonmylaptop,cameraandaflashdrivethatI

stashedsomewhere.Somewherewhereyouwon't

findit.

Hebreathedheavilyashissmirkslowlyfadedaway.

Me:Youhave5daystodoasIsay.Iwantabig



wedding.Thethemeispinkandwhite.Tellthatwife

ofyourstostartpreparingforhernewsisterwife.

I'm tiredofthislittleOfficeAffair.Iwantsomething

real.Youcan'tplaymeandgetawaywithit.PlusI'm

pregnant,soonyou'llhaveaheirwho'lltakeover

yourlegacyoneday.

Ipushedtheenvelopewiththepregnancytest

resultsandscanstohim thenstoodupandfixed

myself.

Me:Fivedaysorelseyou'llknowwhoIam andwhat

I'm capableof.Ifyoudon'tdoasIsaythenyourlittle

wifemighthavetostartlearningtoduckbullets

becauseI'llsendmoreflyingherway.

Mhambi:Soitwasyouwhotriedtokillmywife.

Me:Atleastyourbrainstillworks.

Iblewhim akissandwalkedout.

|Mhambi|

Ipacedupanddowninmyhouse.Ididn'tgobackto

theofficeandIdidn'teatlunchbecauseIinstantly

lostmyappetite.Thisisamess.Thisisfuckedup



andIhavenoonetoblamebutmyself.Ididn'tknow

Rethawasapsychoasswomanplusshe'spregnant.

Thisisbad,reallybad.Lessonlearntnevercheat

becauseyoumightbecheatingwithorcheatingona

crazyasspersonwho'llteachyoualessonyou'll

neverforget.Ipickedupmyphoneandmadeacall.

I'dbedamnedifIletRethahaveherway.Shewon't

havethelastwin.

Me:Yeahlisten,Ihaveajobforyou.Ineedyoutodo

somethingforme.

|Rethabile|

IwalkedintoMrsSitholewardandfoundherbusy

onherphone.Iboughtherabouquetofflowersand

somechocolate.

Me:HeyMrsSithole.

Dineo:Hi,doIknowyou?

Me:YesI'm headofHRatyourhusband'scompany.

Dineo:Right,Irememberyou.Whatareyoudoing

here?

Me:Ijustwantedtoshowmysupport,what



happenedatyourweddingreallysaddenedme.I

alsoboughtyouchocolatesandflowers.

Dineo:Andyouboughtmyfavorite,redrosesandI

lovechocolate.Howdidyouknow?

Me:Ifollowyouonsocialmediaandyoureally

inspireme.Ievenhaveoneofyourspeciallingerie

setfrom yourlingerieline.I'm ahugefanofyour

work.

Dineo:Really?NchooI'm glad.Howaboutyougive

meyournumberandI'llcallyousowecanhangout

sometime.I'dloveyouradviceonthenewpiecesI'm

workingon.

IsmiledasIdialedmynumberonherphone.Bingo!

|Mhambi|

Batistaarrivedatmyplace30minutesafterIcalled

him.

Me:TonightIwantyoutogotothisplaceandburn

thefuckinghousedowntothegroundwiththe

womanwholivesthereinside.Beslyandmakesure

todoitattheweehoursofthemorning.



Batista:Yesboss.

HewalkedoutandIpouredmyselfaglassof

whiskey.Todaymightnotbesobadafterall.

|Rethabile|

ItwasmidnightandIwasinthemiddleofnowhere.

Itwasaveldtobespecific.I'vebeendiggingahole

here.After60minutesofhardlabour,Iopenedthe

bonnetandcarriedGogo'sdeadbodyoutofthecar.

Ihadwrappeditaroundablanketafterpaying

someoneinthemortuarytogivemethebody.Iput

herintotheholeandstartedburyingher.20minutes

laterIwasdone.Ihoppedintomycarandfastened

myseatbelt.Timewas02:30a.m andIwasdogtired.

Idrovehome.

IsmiledtomyselfwhenIsawmyhouseonfire.I

wasparkedatthecornersothecrowdandpolice

didn'tnoticeme.MhambireallythinksI'm thatstupid.

Iknewthathe'dplansomethinglikethissoImoved

outofthehousewithoutbeingseen.Ionlytookmy

clothesandotherimportantstaff.Ifhewantstoplay

withmethenfinelet'splay.I'llplayuntilhesuffersa



heartattack,fornowI'lljustlethim thinkI'm dead

thenI'llstrike.

Tobecontinued....
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6DAYSLATER

Iwalkaroundmyhotelsuitesinginganddancing.

Thepastsixdayshavebeenthebestdaysofmylife.

Rethaisdeadsothatmeansmywife,marriageand

reputationaresafe.Dineoisstillsleeping,yesterday

wehadastayindoordayanditwassexalldaylong.

Dubaiisreallyaniceplacetohaveavacation.Ithink

Imightbebringingmydaughterandin-lawsthenext

timewedecidedtohaveavacation.Speakingof

daughterIhaven'tspenttimewithmybabygirlsince

hermothercameback.Princessisjust6yearsold

andshe'sabundleoffun.There'sneveradullday

whenshe'saround.

Dineo'shandswrappedaroundmywaistline.

Dineo:MorningMrSithole.

Me:MorningMrsSithole.

Ismiledandkissedherforehead.



Dineo:Youarebeyondhappythesedays,didyouwin

thelottoorsomething?

Ichuckled.

Me:No,I'm justhappytobewithmywifeandthe

changeofscenerydidmegood.How'syourwound?

Dineo:Abitbetternow,it'snotaspainfulasitwas

before.

Me:That'sgood,Iorderedbreakfastitshouldbe

hereandminutenow.Gofreshenupsowecaneat

andyou'lltakeyourmeds.

Shenoddedandwalkedtothebedroom.

Istartedplayingmusiconmyphoneanddancing

likecrazy.

|Rethabile|

Gogo:YoushallneverfindpeaceRethabile.You

don'tdeservemyforgiveness.

Me:GogoI'm sorry.IdidwhatIhadtodo.You

shouldbethankful,Ididyouafavour.

Gogo:Youkilledme.Itoldyoutofindyourmother



andyoudidbutyoukilledhertoo.Youdon'tdeserve

mymercy.

Shegrabbedmyneckandstartedstranglingme.I

coughedblood,unabletobreath.

Me:Gogo!.......Gogo!

Iwokeupbreathingheavilyandsweating.Mybed

waswet.Mythroatwassore.I'vebeenhavingreally

baddreamslately.Theyseem tobegettingworse.I

don'tknowwhattodoanymore.Ifearformybabies

life.Tearsrolldownmyface.

Me:Gogopleaseforgiveme!(sobs)Pleasestop

torturingmelikethis.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom towashmyface.I

needtogetreadyforwork.Mhambiisn'taroundso

it'ssafetogotoworkbutthepitypartyIgetfrom

mycolleaguesistoomuchnow.Ineedmyspace.

YesIlostmygrandmaandmymother.Iburiedtheir

bodiesthebestwayIcould.Ilostmyhomebecause

ofMhambi.Idon'tneedthepitypartyfrom everyone.

|Debbie|



Isatonthebedwithnothingbutatowelonmybody.

IwassmilinglikecrazythinkingaboutAfrika.What

hesaidtomeafewdaysagoreallytouchedme.I

alsofeelsomethingforhim andI'dreallyliketo

exploreit.

YesterdayIhadmom cremated,Ididn'thavethe

moneytoburyherandIcouldn'tallowAfrikatodo

everything.

Itooktheurnthatcontainedmom'sashesonthe

sideofthebed.Iwalkedaroundwithitinmyarms.

Me:Mom,Ireallymissyou.Iwishyouwerestillhere

withme.ItpainsmetoseeyougonebutIknowthat

youareinabetterplace.You'vereunitedwithdad

andbigbrotherandallourotherrelatives.Mom I'm

inlovewithsomeoneandyouknowhim asLuya's

manbutwekindoffellinlovewitheachother.

Pleaseshowmetheway,pleaseshowmeifI'm

doingtherightthingbyacceptinghim.Idon'twant

tosufferanotherheartbreak.

Ilookedaroundatourlittlehouse.

Me:Afterafewmonthsfrom now,I'llbesellingthis



place.That'swhyIaskedAfrikatobringmehere

yesterday.Iwantedyoutobehome,I'llusethe

moneytofurthermyeducation.Pleasebewithme

andguidemeandalsoLuyanda.EventhoughIknow

thatshekilledyoubutshe'sstillyourdaughter.Ilove

youmom.RestinpeacemyQueen.

|Dineo|

Mhambiwentoutafewminutesagotogobuymea

fewsnacks.I'vejustgottenoffthephonewithmom,

Ireallywantedtohearmydaughtersvoice.Imissed

herlikecrazy.Maybeit'stimetogivemyhusbanda

sonbutafterI'vehealedcompletely.Iwantedtogive

him manykids.Iknowthatitcomeswithsacrifices

butquittingmyjobwon'tbesobadplusIhavemy

lingerielinethat'sbringinginalotofincome.I'lljust

stopmodelingandventureintootherbusinesses.

MyminddriftedtoRethabile.Shewasindeed

beautiful,withabangingbody.ThereasonwhyI

befriendedherwasbecauseIwantedhertobeone

ofmymodels.ShehasthebodyforitplusI'llmake

surethatitdoesn'tinterferewithherjobatJobe

Construction.Nogirlwouldsaynotomakingextra



cashontheside.Iscrolleddownmycontacts

lookingforhernumberandIcalledher.

Retha:Mavundlahello?

Me:HeyRethait'sDineo.DineoSithole.

Retha:Oh,Iwaswonderingwhenyou'dcall.

Me:I'm onvacationsoIcouldn'tcallyousooner.

Retha:Iheard.SohowisDubai?

Me:Magnificent,Idefinitelyrecommendittoyou.

Retha:I'lllookthroughmybankaccountandseeifI

canaffordavacation.

Me:AnywayIcalledtoletyouknowthatI'llbe

comingbacktonightandI'dlikeustomeetandtalk

business.I'llcallyouwhenI'veplannedeverything.

Retha:Noproblem.I'llwaitforyourcall.

Me:Perfect.Wellletmego.Talksoon.

Retha:Bye.

Ihungupwithasmile.

|Debbie|



IfinisheddressingupjustasAfrikawalkedin,inhis

blacktuxedo.Helookedstylish.

Afrika:Readytogo?

Me:Yes

Igrabbedtheurnonthetableandadoekthenwe

headedoutofthehouse.Iwasgoingtoscattermy

mother'sashesinthemostrespectfulway.Afewof

mymother'sfriendsandneighbourswillbethereto

supportmeandgivemotheragreatsendoff.The

pastorandthewholecongregationalsowantedto

showup.

Tobecontinued....
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|Mhambi|

Iwasinmyofficecatchinguponsomework.Imust

giveittoAfrikahedidagoodjobherebutIdidn't

wanttobeleftbehindonanynewdevelopments.We

gotbackyesterdayeveningandImustsayIam well

rested.

Langamybrotherin-lawwalkedinwithoutknocking.

Heworeanemotionlessface.

Me:Myin-law.

Hefrownedthensatdownandpouredhimselfa

glassofwhiskey.Iwatchedhim ashegulpedit

downandhefinallyspoke.

Langa:Justbecauseyoumarriedmysisterdoesn't

meanwearefriends.Istillhateyouwitheverybone

inmybodyandIdon'ttrustyou.Iwon'thidethehate

Ihave.

Me:OhokaysohowcanIhelpyou?



Langa:BeforeyouburntdownRetha'shouseshe

cametomewithasextapeandproofthatyou

impregnatedher.

SweatwiggleddownmyneckasIsuddenlyfound

sittinguncomfortable.

Langa:I'm givingyouachancetoleaverightnow

andgotellmysisterthetruthorelseI'llmakethe

nextfewdaysintoanightmare.Tarnishyour

reputationandeverything.Howdoesasexscandel

sound,I'm surethemediawouldlovethat.CEO

cheatsonwifeandgetssidechickpregnant.You

have5hourstogoandconfessorelseshitwillhit

thefan.

Hestoodupandmadehiswaytothedoor.

Langa:Ohandonemorething,youdidn'tkillRetha.

Don'teventhinkthatyoukilledher.Shelivesinmy

apartment.Andshouldanythinghappentousthe

mediawillhavetheinfomationtheyneedby

tomorrowmorning.

|Dineo|

I'vejustfinishedworkingonsomeofmydesigns.I



grabbedmyphoneandcalledRetha.

Retha:Bosslady.

Igiggled.

Me:Don'tstartwithme.

Retha:Howareyoudoing?

Me:I'm goodandyou

Retha:I'm great,soI'm guessingyouwanttosetup

ameetingwithme.

Me:Owyes,tonightat7p.m atmyplace.

Retha:Can'twait.

Me:I'llseeyou,letmestartcookingthen.

Ihungupandsmiled.There'ssomethingabout

Rethabilethatmakesmewanttotouchherandkiss

her.I'm nolesbiannoram Ibisexualbutshe'sreally

beautiful.

|Afrika|

IcrawledunderneathLuya'scarandattachedamini

trackerthatwon'tbevisible.Itwasthelate



afternoonandthesundidn'thaveanymercyonus.I

finishedattachingitandspokethroughmyearpiece.

Debbieletmeknowthatthecoastisclear.Icrawled

outandpowerwalkedtothecar.Debbiewasinthe

driversseat,shereallysuprisedmetodaywhenshe

saidshecoulddrive.Ihopedinthepassengerseat.

Me:Drive!

Shetookoffquickly.

Debbie:Iseverythingset?

Me:Yeah,wejusthavetomakesurethatthetracker

isworking.

Itookoutmytabletandstartedtyping.

Me:Wegood.

Debbie:Goodnowwecannailthatbastard.

Ilookedatherinawe.

Debbie:Don'tgivemethatlook,shekilledmymother

andkidnappedyourbrother.Shedeservesthe

punishmentshe'llget.Whatifwearenext?

Me:Youdohaveapointthere.From nowonwehave



tobereadyforanythinguntilwefindher.Youarenot

allowedtogooutwithoutmysupervision.

Shenodded.

|Luyanda|

I'vebeenstealingAfrika'smoneyfrom hissavings

account.Ididtheshitwithouthim knowingitwas

me.IgotanI.Tguywhohelpedmewitheverything.

AllinallIhave5millioninmyaccountmaybejust

maybei'llstealtheremaining2million.

Ilookedatthescarylookinghitmanwhowassitting

acrossme.Igavehim R10000andapictureof

DebbieandAfrika.

Me:Ineedthem eliminatedbytonight.Makeno

mistakeanddoacleanjob.Theywon'tbeexpecting

yousoitwillbeeasiertokillthem.

Henoddedandwalkedoutoftheclub.Ifolloweda

fewminutesafter.Ihatedoingthisbutit'stheonly

waytobewiththeloveofmylife,Loyiso.

Igotintothecaranddrovetoasangoma,Ineeda

lovepotiontouseonLoyisooncewegetoutofhere



tonight.

|Loyiso|

Luya'sgoonwalkedinwiththefirstaidkitandLuya

followingbehindhim.

Luya:That'swhathappenswhenyoutryandescape

truelove.

ItriedtoescapebutIgotbeatenup.Thisplaceis

highlyprotected.Therearegoonseverywherewith

gunsandshit.Thecamera'sarealsoanobstacle

andtheelectricfenceandgate.It'ssafetosaythat

i'm doomed.

Me:I'dratherdiethendateyou.

Shestartcleaningmywounds.Nigga'ssuredida

numberonme.

Luya:You'lllovemesoonenough.

Me:Wherethehellareyougettingthemoneytodo

allofthis?

Luya:Savingsdear.Savingsthatbelongtoyouand

Afrika.Ididitwithouthim noticing.Ialsoblockall

bankmessagesfrom goingintohisphone.



Me:Youhaven'tdoneanythingtohim right?

I'dbedamnedifthiswomandidsomethingtomy

brother.

Luya:No......wellnotyet.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Luya:Ihiredahitmantokillyourpreciousbrother

andDebbie.

Me:IsweartoGodLuyaifsomethinghappensto

him thenyou'llmeetyourancestors.Idiewheremy

brotherdies.

Luya:Justgiveup,he'sprobablydeadaswespeak.

Tonightwearemovingtoournewhome,tostart

afreshandforgetaboutthepast.Ineedtogetyou

somethingtowear,letmegoshopping.Behave

yourself.

Ineedaplan.Ineedtogetoutofherebefore

somethinghappenstoAfrika.

ATTHESTATION

Theofficerwasonaphonecallwithaman.



Officer:Soareyoutellingmethatyousawsomeone

buryabodyrightnearatrailthatleadsyouhome.

Man:Yes,itwasafemale,shehadlongblackhair.

ShedrivesablackBMW.

Officer:Willyoubeabletopinpointwherethebody

is?

Man:YesIcan.

Officer:Good,we'llbetheresoon.

Theofficerhungup,coulditbethegrandma's

missingbodythatwasstolenatthemortuary.

Officer:WeneedalotofresourcesforthisandIjust

hopethatmanwasn'tleadingmeon.Idoubtit

though.

Tobecontinued.....
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|Rethabile|

Ipulledonashortreddressandsomeheels.

Mhambiwon'tknowwhathithim.I'llfuckthetwo

bitcheswithoutthem knowing.Aknockinterrupted

measIfinishedgettingdress.

Me:Comein!

Langawalkedinwithafrownonhisface.Imustsay

he'sgoodlookingbuthe'snotmytypeandhe

doesn'tsmilemuch.Healwaysseemstomaintaina

straightface.

Langa:ShouldIrepeattheplantoyou?

Me:No!We'vebeenoveritforlike10timesnow.

Langa:IknowbutIdon'twantnomistakes.

Me:Relaxwillyou.TheplanistofrightenMhambia

bitandifweareluckyhe'llactdumbandtrytokill

meinfrontofthewife.



Langa:Good,andnofunnybusiness.Iknowyou

wantMhambitoyourselfbutdon'tdoanything

stupidtohurtmysister.

Me:Yessir.

Langa:I'llgiveyoualift.

Me:NoI'lldriveyoustayhere.

Langa:(sighs)Asyouwish.

Hestoodupandwalkedoutoftheroom.Ipackeda

dildoandvibratorinmybagthengrabbedmycar

keys.IboughtacarnotsolongagowiththemoneyI

gotfrom mygrandparentsandIalsosoldtheir

houseandinvestedsomeofthemoney.Iearna

reasonableincomeeachmonth.I'dsayIdon'tneed

ajobanymore.Iwalkedoutoftheapartmentwitha

smileonmyface.

|Afrika|

Itwasalready6p.m.MeandDebbiewerechillingon

thecouchwhilekeepingtabsonLuya'scar.The

hairsatthebackofmyneckstoodupalertingmeof

danger.



Debbie:Letmedishupforus.

ShestoodupandattemptedtoleavebutIpulledher

backandsatheronmylap.

Debbie:Afrikanowisnotthetime.

Iperkedherlipstwiceandshesmiled.

Me:Weneedtogetoutofhere.Icansensedanger.

Let'sgoupstairs.

Wewalkedupstairs,therewasahumanshadowon

thewindowandwhatlookedlikeagun.

|Dineo|

Iopenedthedoorandwassurprisedtosee

Rethabilestandingthere.

Retha:Hey!

Me:Hi,you'rehereearlierthenIexpected.

Retha:WellIwantedtohelpoutwithdinner,thatsif

youdon'tmind.

Me:Notatall,pleasecomein.

Retha:Thankyou.Youhaveabeautifulhome.



Ileadherintothekitchenandtoldhertositdown.

Me:Itry.CanIgetyousomethingtodrink?

Retha:Juiceplease.

Me:Areyousure,ImeanI'vegotwine.

Retha:No,juiceisfine.I'm expecting.

Me:Ohmygosh,Congrats!Who'sthebabydaddy?

Retha:Idon'twanttotalkabouthim.

Me:Oh,I'm sorryforbeingforward.

Retha:Noit'sfine.

Me:Wellletmejustfinishcooking,myhusbandis

onhiswaynownow.

Igrabbedaglassandjuiceinthefridgeandhanded

everythingtoher.

Me:Helpyourself.

Retha:Thanks.

Ipouredmyselfaglassofredwineandtookasip

thensetitonthecounter.

|Owethu|



IsangalongtoGrandPianobyNickiMinajwhileI

finishedsettingupthetable.

Me:Perfect!

Idecoratedthetablewithrosepetalsandlitthe

candles.IplannedaromanticdinnerforSteven.He

hasbeennothingbutagentlemansincewemoved

intogetherandhegavemespacejustlikehesaidhe

would.Westillfuckedhereandthereeveryotherday.

IheardthefrontdooropenandIjustknewthatit

washim.

Steven:HoneyI'm home!

Me:I'm inthediningroom.

Iheardhisfootstepsheadingmywayandhestood

atthedoorwithhisjawsonthefloor.

Steven:Babewhat'sthis?

Me:Surprise!

Steven:Wow!

Me:Ijustwantedtodosomethingspecialforyou

andIneedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.



Steven:Okay,Isee.Welllet'seat.

HepulledoutthechairformeandIsatdownthen

hesatacrossme.

Me:Steven!

HelookedatmeandIgrabbedhishands.

Me:Thankyouforeverythingthatyou'vedonefor

me.ThankyouforbeingpatientwithmewhenIwas

givingyouahardtime.Ihaveareallybadpast

experiencewithrelationships.Myexbrokemyheart

andsleptwithmysister.EversincethatdayIstayed

awayfrom relationships.Iwasscaredofbeing

heartbroken.Iwasscaredoflovingagain.Iwas

scaredofgivingmenaccesstomyheart.Buttobe

honestit'salwaysbeenyou.I'vealwayslovedyou

butIwasrunningawayfrom thetruthbecauseIwas

scared.SoI'vedecidedtogiveyou,usachance.So

whatI'm sayingis,yesI'dlovetobeyourgirlfriend.

Steven:Finally!

Igiggled.

Steven:You'vejustmademethehappiestmanalive.



IloveyousomuchandIpromisetoremainfaithful

toyouuntilthedayItakemylastbreathonthis

planet.Youwon'tregretit.

Hestoodupandwalkedovertomysideandwe

huggedandkissed.

Steven:Iloveyou.

Owethu:Iloveyoutoo.

|Debbie|

Afrikadraggedmeupstairsandintothisroom that

I'veneverbeentosinceit'salwayslocked.Ilooked

aroundanditwasfilledwithgunsandknives.He

grabbedafewloadedgunsandturnedtome.

Afrika:Iwantyoustayhere.Don'tmove,okay.

Inodded.

Afrika:Theroom isbulletproofandonlymyand

Loyiso'sfingerprintscanopenthisroom.I'llcome

backforyou.

Me:Pleasebecareful.

Afrika:Iwill......andDebbie.



Iturnedtohim andlookedhim intheeyes.

Afrika:Packsomegunsinablackbagandmake

yourwayinthesecretpassagewaythatleadstothe

basement.Whenyougetthere,there'sacar.Driveit

andparkitatthebusstop.Makesurenoonesees

you.I'llcomeforyou.

Inoddedandwatchedhim walkout.OhGodwhyis

thishappening?Luyandawillpay.

Tobecontinued.....
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|Debbie|

I'vebeenwaitingforAfrikafor20minutesnow.I

wasgettingscared.Whatifheneedsmyhelp?But

hetoldmetostayputandbesideswhoevercameto

attackuswassentbyLuyatokillus.Bitchnever

caredaboutmeormom.Wehavebeenaburdento

herformanyyearsbutsheinsistedthatItakecare

ofmom whileshetakescareofusfinancially.A

knockonthewindowstartledme.

Voice:Babe,it'sme.

Isighedinreliefandunlockedthedoor.Afrika

jumpedinwithawoundedleg.

Me:OhmyGod.

Afrika:I'm fine,trustme.Nowdrive.

Me:Aretheydead?

Afrika:He'sdeadalright.



Me:Whowashe?

Afrika:Ahitman.Iwenttohiscarandfoundan

envelopewitbourpicturesandsomecash.Hewas

paidtokillus.Nowdrive.

Istartedtheengine.

Me:Whereto?

Afrika:TodealwithLuya.

Me:Butyourinjury.

Afrika:I'm fine,I'lljusttieitup.

IstarteddrivingwhileAfrikaputtheGPScoordinates

ofthelocationontheGPSthenhetieduphiswound

withhisshirt.Iwatchedhim sliponablackvest.

|Rethabile|

Dineo:IhavenewdesignsthatIwannashowyou

whilewewaitformyhusband.

Shehadfinishedcookingawhileago.

Me:Okaynoproblem.

Shegotupandwentupstairs.Itookherwineand



pouredcrushedsleepingpillsinit.She'llsleep

throughouttheevening.Istirreditwithmyfingerand

rinseditthensatdown.Shecamebackintheroom

allsmileyandsatdown.Shedrainedherglassof

wineinonegoandpouredherselfanotherone.I

smiledtomyself.

|Mhambi|

Todaywasahecticday.Therewassomuchworkto

doandmymindkeptdriftingofftowhatLangasaid

tome.Ihavetofindawaytodealwiththesituation

beforethingsbackfire.IreallyloveDineoandlosing

herwouldbelosingmyself.Iregretcheatingonher

andhonestlyIhavenoonetoblamebutmyself.If

onlyIwaitedforher.It'sjustthatshe'sforever

travellingandI'm amanwithneeds.Ifshecan't

satisfymyneedsthenIfindsomeonewhocan.But

that'snotanexcuseforcheatingbecauseIknew

thatshewasamodelwhenImether.Letmejust

focusonthisdinnerwearehavingandI'lldealwith

RethabileandLangalater.Dineosaidwehadaguest,

Iwonderwhoitis.Iparkedmycarinthegarageand

headedinside.I'veneverseenthecarparkedinthe



driveway,wellletmefindoutwhoitbelongsto.

IalmostpassoutwhenIseemywifeandRetha

sittingtogetherinthelounge.Sheseemedtobe

showingherthedesignsshe'sworkingon.That's

good,right?Dineostandsupwhensheseesmeand

givesmeakiss.

Dineo:Heylove,youfinallycame.Iwasjustshowing

Rethamydesignswhilewewaitforyou.

Me:Isee.

Dineo:Sinceyouhere,let'sgotothediningroom,I'll

dishupforus.

MeandRethasatdownandDeedisappearsinthe

kitchen.

|Rethabile|

IsmiledtomyselfasIwatchedMhambifrowningat

me.Thetableweweresittingonwassmalland

roundandtherewere4chairs.MeandMhambiwere

sittingnexttoeachothersomyplanwasworking

perfectly.

Mhambi:(whispers)Whatthefuckareyoudoing



here?

Me:Yourwifeinvitedme.

Mhambi:(whispers)Leavenow.

Me:Noways,anddon'tworry,Iwon'ttellherabout

yourwrongdoings.......yet.

Mhambi:(whispers)Iswear............

HequicklyshutupwhenDineowalkedinwiththe

drinks.Shegrinsandgaveusourdrinks.

Dee:Youtwoseem tobegettingalongjustfine.

Ismiledather.

ShedisappearedintothekitchenandMhambi

followedbehindher.Iquicklyslippedapillin

Mhambi'swhiskeyandstirredit.Iwashavingjuice

andDeewashavingwine.

|Mhambi|

IwalkedintothekitchenandfoundDineodishingup.

Dee:I'm almostdonebabe,Iknowhowhungryyou

are.



Me:ActuallyIwantedtoknowwhatRethabileis

doinghere.

Dee:Iwanttouseherasamodelformylatest

designs.

Me:Youhavetostayawayfrom her.

Dee:Why?

Isighed.

Me:Afterwhathappenedatourwedding,I'm scared

Imightloseyou.Idon'ttrustanyonearoundyou.

Shewalkeduptomeandkissedmycheek.

Dee:I'm safesorelaxandRethaisaharmless

pregnantwoman.SheseemsniceandItrusther.

|Rethabile|

WewerenoweatingandImustsay,Dineoisagood

cook.Theroastchickenwithstuffingwasmarvelous

andthemultiplesalads.Wewerehavingalovely

conversationwithDineoaskingmerandom

questions.MhambiandDineokeptmovingintheir

chairsandIjustknewthattheywerehorny.Thepills

havekickedin.Dineo'sphoneringsandsheexcuses



herself.IquicklyunbuttonMhambi'spantsandgive

him ahandjob.Hegroansinpleasure.Itakeoffmy

clothesandsitontopofMhambiandtakehisdickin

methenstartmoving.IcanhearDineomoaningin

thekitchenandIfrownedtomyself.Ireallymust

havegivenherthewrongpills.Shewassupposeto

fallfastasleepnotgethorny.

|Dineo|

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtomebutIstarted

feelingsuperhorny.AfterthatphonecallIstarted

fingerfuckingmyselfinthekitchen.Itfeltsogood

butIneededmoresoIfuckedmyselfwitha

cucumber.

|Afrika|

Ilookedatthehouseinfrontofme.Luyareally

outdidherself.Thesecurityinthisplacewasinsane,

Icouldn'tgotherealonesoIcalledbackupfrom my

dad'smen.IlookedatDebbieandsheseemedtobe

milesaway.Itookherhandandkissedit.

Me:Mymenarehere.Immaneedyoutostayhere

anddon'tmove.You'llbesafe.



Ihandedheraloadedgun.

Me:Ifyouseesomethingmoveorsometypeof

dangerjustshoot.Butdon'tshootme.IfIdon't

makeitoutoftherealivejustknowthatIloveyouso

much.Iknowit'scrazybutyouarethebestthing

that'severhappenedtome.

Tearsfilledhereyes.

Debbie:Don'ttalklikethat.You'llmakeitoutofthere

alive.Youhaveto.

Me:Iloveyou.

Debbie:Iloveyoutoo.

Tobecontinued...

Sorryforpostinglate.Iwaslateforschoolthis

morning.
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|Mhambi|

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmebutI'm veryhorny

toapointwhereitactuallyhurts.IhadRethaonthe

couchinadoggystylepositionfuckinghersenses

out.DineowasgettingmuffedbyRetha.Idon'tknow

whatshedidbutdammitwhocaresrightnow.

|Luyanda|

IfinisheddressingLoyisoandgettingourthings.

TonightisthenightandIcan'twaittostartanewlife

withmyman.

Me:Youbetterstopfightingthis.Youandmewill

soonbetogetherasone.Thesooneryouacceptthat,

thebetter.

Soundofgunshotsoutsidedisturbedmeandmy

goonsranoutleavingonewhoinstantlycheckedthe

securitycamera's.

Goon:Bosswehavecompanyanditdoesn'tlook



good.

Me:Canyouidentifyanyofthem?

Goon:It'syourex.

Loyisosmirked.

Me:Dammit,howdidheslipmyhitman?!

Loyiso:Timesupbitch.

Hekickedmyguardandstrangledhim withthe

handcuffsuntilhetookhislastbreaththendropped

him.Iquicklygrabbedagunandpointeditathim.

Me:LoyisoI'm nottheenemyhere.

Loyiso:Yetyoukidnappedme.

Me:Ididitoutoflove.Don'tyougetit.Iloveyou.

Helaughed.

Loyiso:Idon't.

Me:Don'tsaythat.Soonyouwill.

Loyiso:How?ByfuckingmeuntilIdo.Yourpussy

ain'tgems.Youdon'teventastethatgood.It'sloose,

justaswim inthepool.



Me:Fuckyou!

Helaughed

Voice:TimesupLuyanda.

IturnedandsawAfrikastandingtherewithtwomen

withguns.Ifiredthreeshotsthatkilledthetwoguys

andonehitAfrikaonthestomach.Hedroppedhis

gunandlayonthefloorinpain.Loyisostrangledme

butIwasfaster.Ishovedanelbowinhisstomach

thenfreedmyselfbeforekickinghisballs.Igathered

Afrika'sgunsandtiedLoyisouponachair.

Me:Lookslikebigbrotherfailed.

Loyiso:Whydon'tyoujustkillme?

Tearsgusheddownhischeekswhilehelookedat

hisbrother.

Me:No,Ican'tdothat.Youaremylover.

|Rethabile|

Hourslater,whenDineoandMhambifinallypassed

out.Isighedinrelief.Iwasdogtiredandhungry.It

wasexactlymidnight.Idishedupsomefoodfor

myselfandsatdownandate.Ireallyenjoyedthat



threesome.IhaveneverdoneitbeforebutImust

say,Ienjoyeditalot.Ifinishedeatingthengot

dressed.Itookouttwoinjectionsfrom mybagand

injectedMhambiandDineowithasubstancethat

wasgoingtowipeofftheirmemoryaboutwhat

happenedthelast24hours.Ican'triskDineobeing

allupinmyasstomorrow.Ihaveplansonhowto

breakherandthesexmeantnothingtome,itwas

justtofeedmyhunger.Ifinisheddisposing

everythingandthenwentoutleavingthedoorlocked.

|Langa|

Ipacedupanddownmylivingroom withaglassof

whiskeyinhand.It'spastmidnightandthere'sstill

nosignofRethabile.Theplanwastoshakenupmy

socalledbrotherinlawabitbutknowingthepsycho

calledRethasheprobablydidthecomplete

oppositeorworse.Icalledheronemoretimeandit

stilltookmestraighttovoicemail.Iswear,ifshe

doessomethingtohurtmysister,I'llkillhermyself.

Thefrontdooropenedandshewalkedin.

Me:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?



|Debbie|

I'vebeensittinghereforawhilenowandIwas

gettingworriedofAfrika.Soundsofgunshots

stoppedawhileagoanditwastooquietformy

liking.Ihadabadfeeling.Whatiftheyneedmein

there.

Iunbuckledmyseatbelt,tookmygunandopened

thecardoorthenwentout.IknowAfrikawill

probablykillmebutIcan'tsitanddonothingata

timelikethis.

|Rethabile|

IstarredattheangryLangainfrontofme.

Me:IwasattheSitholeresidence.

Langa:Atthistime?

Me:Yeahwestayedupuntillate.Deewasshowing

mesomeofherdesigns.

Langa:Youbetternotbelyingbecauseifyouare

thenI'llkillyoumyself.

Me:Yesgrandpa,I'm offtobednow.



|Luyanda|

Me:Loyisostopbeingsobloodystubborn.Meand

youaremeanttobetogether.IloveyouandI'lldo

anythingtobewithyou.

Loyiso:Anything?

Me:Anythingmylove.

Loyiso:Thenletmegohome.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:No....no

Loyiso:IloveyousomuchbutI'm gonnaneedyouto

letmegothenwecanelopeandgogetmarriedhave

kidsandbetogether.

Me:Really?

Loyiso:Really!

Me:Youpromise?

Loyiso:Withallmyheart.Justuncuffeme.

Iwalkeduptohim andunlockedthehandcuffs.

Loyiso:Thankyou!Youaresobeautiful.I'm alucky



man.

Iblushedandturnedaroundtoplacethecuffson

thetable.Iturnedandwaswelcomedbyapunchon

theface.Ifellonthefloor.Bloodoozedoutofmy

noseandLoyisolandedanotherkickonmystomach.

Igiggled.

Loyiso:I'm goingtokillyoubitch.

Islowlygotupandlookedhim intheeyesthen

laughed.

Me:Hitme,showmehowmuchyouloveme!You

arehittingmebecauseyouloveme.It'syourwayof

provingyourlove.Yes.....yes,whydidn'tIthinkof

thisbefore.Doitagainmylove.Proveyourloveto

me.

Loyiso:Youaresick......youneedhelp.

Igrabbedhim andpunchedhim onthechest.

Me:Hitme!.....showmethatyouloveme!Hitme!

Agunfiredandabulletlandedonmylegthenone

onmyarm.ThelastonelandedonmychestandI

blackedoutinstantly.
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SEASONFINALE!

|Loyiso|

Me:Dad!

Iwashonestlyshockedtoseemyfatherhere.Me

andhim arenotthatclosebutwetry.Debbieand

DadwalkedtowardmecarryinggunsandDebbie

rushedtoAfrika.

Debbie:Weneedtogethim tothehospital.He's

losingalotofblood.

Dad:Youguysgo,I'llgetridoftheevidence.

Inoddedandcarriedmybrotheronmyshoulderto

thecar.Niggawasreallyheavy.

Debbiewasdrivinginfullspeedtothehospital.

Everythingwassmoothsailingduetothetimeofthe

night.

|Rethabile|



Me:I'm sorry.....pleasestop,Imadeamistake.

Somethingsatonmybodyandchockedmereal

hardthenahandmadeit'swaytomystomachand

pulledastrongforceoffme.

Voice:Youwillsufferuntilyoudie.

Iwokeupbreathingheavilyandsweating.Ifelta

sharppaininmystomach.Iturnedonthesidelamp

andfliptheblanketsoffmeandthat'swhenIsaw

bloodonthebedandlegs.Iwailedandcalledfor

Langa.Hecameinrunningandcalledand

ambulanceassoonashesawwhathappened.I

can'tlosemybaby.

|Debbie|

MeandLoyisohavebeensittinginthewaitingroom

for3hoursnowandstillnowordonAfrika.Iwas

pacingupanddownbutlaterdecidedtositdown.I

sighed.

Loyiso:He'llbefine.

Me:Thenwhyaretheytakingsolong?

Loyiso:Surgerytake'shours.Justbepatient.....sois



theresomethinggoingonbetweenyouandmy

brother.

Me:No,I'm justworried.Seeinghim thatwaybought

backmemoriesofwhenmymotherdied.

Loyiso:Died?

Me:Yeah,Luyakilledher.

Loyiso:I'm sorrytohearthat.Losingamotheris

reallypainful.

Me:Yeahitis.

Loyiso:Isthatwhyyoudidn'thesitateshootingher?

Inodded.

Me:AndIcandoitagainifgiventhechance.Ihate

mysister.

Thedocterwalkeduptousandwestoodup.

Me:Howishe?

Doc:He'soutofdanger.Wemanagedtoremovethe

bulletnowwehavetowaitforhim towakeupwhich

mighttakeafewhours.Isuggestyougohomeand

rest,comebackinthemorningduringvisitinghours.



Wenoddedandheleft.

Me:Let'sgohome.YouneedtobathandI'lldress

yourwoundthengetyousomethingtoeat.

Loyiso:Okay.

THENEXTMORNING

|Rethabile|

Iwokeuptobeepingmachinesandafigurestanding

byme.

Me:Nurse!

Nurse:Ohyou'reawake.

Me:Ismybabyokay?

Nurse:Thedoctorisonherwaytoletyouknowthe

details.

Thedoctorwalkedin.

Doc:MissMavundla!

Me:Doctor,mybaby.

Doc:I'm sorrybutyouhadamiscarriageMiss.The

babyisgone.



Me:No!.....no....no....no

Ibrokedownandcried.Ididn'twanttobelievethat

mybabyisnomore.Ididn'tgettoholdhim.Ididn't

gettoseehim/hercry.Inolongerhaveleverage

overMhambi.

Doc:I'm sorryMissMavundla.

|Dineo|

IwokeupontopofMhambinakedinthelounge.My

pussywasonfireandIdon'tevenrememberhaving

sexwithhim.

Me:Babe!

Hegroaned.

Mhambi:Mhmm myhead.Whyarewenaked?

Me:Youalsodon'tremember.

Mhambi:No!

Me:Mypussyisonfire.....maybewehadsexlast

night.

Mhambi:Comehere.



Ilayedonhischestandhewrappedhisarm around

me.

Mhambi:Wellwhateverwedidlastnightjustknow

thatIloveyou.

Igiggled.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Mhambi:YouknowI'vebeenthinking.Sinceour

weddingdaydidn'tgowell,whydon'twehosta

receptionrighthere.Wecangetatent,catering,

decoandacake.

Me:I'dlovethat.I'dlovethatalot.

Mhambi:Sohowaboutwegotakeabathandthen

starttheplanning.Saturdayisaroundthecorner.

Me:Saturday?Whysosoon?

Mhambi:Thesooner,thebetter.

|Loyiso|

WewalkedintoAfrika'swardandhewasalready

awake.Debbiesatnexttohim onthebedandhe

pulledherintohisarm andkissedherforehead.



There'ssomethinggoingonbetweenthesetwo.The

waytheyarelookingateachotherscreamsloveand

mybrotherseemsveryhappy.Iclearedmythroat

andtheylookedatme.

Me:Bro!

Afrika:Hey,howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'm okayandyou?

Afrika:I'vegotmyfamilybacktogethersoi'm fine.

Me:Ihaveaconfessiontomakeandyoumighthate

meafterwards.

Afrika:I'm listening.

Me:IhadanaffairwithLuyandabehindyourback.I

deeplyregretitandI'm sorry.Thingsspiralledsoout

ofcontrolandshedevelopedfeelingsforme.That's

whyshekidnappedme.Shewasobsessed.Thetime

shewentmissing,Iknewwhereshewasandhidit

from you.I'm sos.......

Afrika:Getout!

Me:Afrika....I.



Afrika:Isaidout!Ineverwanttoseeyouagain.

|Debbie|

IwasshockedtohearLoyiso'sconfession.Somy

sisterwaslosinghermindoveradick.Shereallydid

dowhatshesaidshe'lldonowshehascreated

tensionbetweenbrothers.AfrikaandLoyisoareso

closebutthisjustbrokethebondtheyhad.

|Afrika|

IwatchedLoyisowalkout.Myownbrotherbetrayed

me.Hebetrayedmytrust.Hedisrespectedour

brotherhood.Iwasbreathingfire.

Me:Fuck!

Debbie:Babycalm down.

Me:How?Hebetrayedme.HowwillIevertrusthim

aroundyou.

Debbie:Whatifit'sLuyawhoseducedhim?Men

havetemptations.Inthisworldthereare

temptations.Atleasthesawfaultinwhathedidand

heapologized.Forgivehim.

Me:Ican't...



Debbie:Youcan.Justforgivehim.Hehaslearnthis

lessonandI'm surehe'llneverlookatwomenthe

samewayagainfirstitwasVanessathenLuyanda.

Tobecontinued....
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SEASONFINALE!

TheDayOfTheReception

|Loyiso|

Mybrotherhasbeenavoidingmesincehegot

dischargedandIdon'tblamehim.Imessedupbig

time.DebbiesaidIshouldgivehim timetocalm

downfirst.Ipackedthelastofmyclothesand

closedmysuitcase.I'm movingout,maybethat's

bestforeveryone.Maybeseeingmehereisabad

ideasoI'vefoundanapartmenttorentinthe

meantime,justuntilthingsgetbetterbetweenus.I

wheeledmysuitcasedownthestairsandfoundthe

couplemakingbreakfastandlaughing.Iclearedmy

throatandalleyesonme.

Me:I'vedecidedtoleave.Ican'tstayhereknowing

thatyouhatemeandI'm constantlyremindingyou



ofthemessIcaused.SoIguessthisisgoodbye.

Afrika:There'snoneedtoleavecauseI'veforgiven

you.IknowIwasangrybutifLuyareallylovedme

thenshewould'vestayedloyaltome.PlusI'm so

overher.Rememberbrotherhoodoverbitches.Let's

notletadeadbitchcomebetweenus.Let'sputthis

behindusifyoupromiseyouwon'tbetraymeagain.

Me:Ipromise.

Wesharedahandshakeandbrohugged.

Afrika:Nowgetthesestinkingclothesofyoursout

ofheretheystink.

Ichuckled

Me:Fuckyou!

Iwentupstairsandstartedunpacking.

|Dineo|

Everythingwascomingtogether.Thetentwasup,

thefoodwasready,theDJwassettingupandthe

cakewashere.Iwasoverthemoon.Ididn'tthink

we'dpullthisoffatsuchshortnotice.Islippedinto

mywhitemermaiddressandIletmyhairloss.My



brotherwalkedinandsmiled.

Langa:Heyyou!

Me:Hey!

Langa:Doyouhaveaminute?

Me:Ofcourse

Langa:IloveyouDineo.

Me:Iloveyoutoobro

Langa:I'vealwaysbeeninlovewithyou.

IstoppedwhatIwasdoingandlookedathim.

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Langa:I'm inlovewithyou.It'sbeenlikethatsince

wewerekids.

Me:Langayouaremybrother.Youcan'tbeinlove

withme.Idon'tknowwhatyouaresmokingbut

pleasestop.

Hehandedmeabrownenvelope.

Langa:RightthereisproofofwhyIhavefeelingsfor

you.I'm notgayDineo,I'vejusthadfeelingsforyou.I



wasconfusedatfirstuntilIstumbleduponthatin

dad'sstuffyesterday.I'm adopted,I'm notyourreal

brotherandthatexplainsthefeelings.

Me:Juststop....stopitokay.Iknowyouhate

Mhambibuttostoopthislowandlieaboutyour

paternity.Iwillnotletyouruinmydaynowtakethis

shitandgettheduckoutofhere.

Ithrewtheenvelopeathim.

Langa:I'llleavethishere.Whenyoureadytoknow

thetruth,youknowmyaddress.

Hestoodupandwalkedout.Itooktheenvelopeand

threwitinthebin.Idon'thavetimeforcrazyshit.

|Mhambi|

Iwalkedaroundthetentgreetingpeoplehereand

there.IspottedLoyisoandAfrikainthecrowd.They

weretalkingandlaughingalongwithDebbie.My

angerboiledinsideasImademywaytowardsthem.

Idon'twantanytroubletodayandLoyisoistrouble.

Me:WhatthefuckareyoudoinghereLoyiso?!

Loyiso:Icametocelebratewithyou.



Me:Afrikaexplainwhatyouaredoingwithour

enemy.Thisguyalmostkilledme.

Afrika:Canwestepoutofthetentforaminute.I'll

explain.

Ifollowedhim outthetent.

Me:Talk!

Afrika:(sighs)Loyisoismybabybrother.I'm sorryI

didn'ttellyou,Ijustdidn'twantthattoruinour

friendship.IknowatfirstIhatedyoubutDebbie

mademerealizethatwhatIwasdoingwasn'tfairso

I'dliketoapologizeandIpromisemeandmy

brotherwillnevercauseanytroubleforyou.You

havemywordonthat.

Me:HowdoIknowthatyouain'tplanningtosteal

mycompany?

Afrika:Becauseme,DebbieandLoyisoarestarting

ourownfamilybusinesssoonandwehaveno

reasontostealfrom youanymore.

Me:Fairenough,butifyoudaredosomesickshitI'll

killyouandyourbrother.



Henoddedandwentbacktothetent.Ihopehe

keepshiswordorelseImighthavetohurtDebbie's

prettyface.

|Owethu|

IsatonthebedandlistenedtoDeenarratingwhat

herbrothersaid.

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhattosay.Doyou

believehim?

Dineo:Idon'tevenwanttostart.Whywouldmy

motherlietousforsomanyyears?

Me:Idon'thavetheanswerstothosequestionsmy

friendbutallIcansayis,hearyourbrotherout.

Maybehe'stellingthetruth.

|Dineo|

Wesatdownafterourfirstdanceasacouple.Now

itwastimeforspeechesourfamilyandfriendswere

advisingus.Ispottedmybrotherinthecrowdand

Rethawassittingnexttohim withafacefullof

disgustandanger.Owethustoodupandcamein

front.Shetookthemicfrom theMCSelbeyonce.



Owethu:Myfriend,mysister,congratulationsonce

again.Iwastherewithyoualltheseyearswatching

yourloveforeachotherblossom andImustsayit's

anhonortowitnessthisbeautifulreunion.Allthe

bestandtreatyourmanright.Mhambi,pleasetake

careofmygirl.IfyouhurtherI'llbreakyourballs.

Loveisabeautifulthing,it'snotsupposetohurt.I

wouldn'twantDeetogothroughwhatIwentthrough.

Thankyou.

Weclappedourhands.

Voice:Ialsohavesomethingtosay!

IturnedmyheadandspottedRethastandingupand

comingforward.Shetookthemic.

Retha:Dineo,youareabeautifulwomanandany

manwouldbeluckytohaveyou.Youaresmartand

creativeandambitiousbutyouareafuckinghoe.

ThecrowdgaspedandIwatchedinawe.

Retha:Yoursocalledmanliedtoyou.Thiswedding

isalie.Thismarriageisalie.Ishouldbetheone

sittingthereonthatchairnexttohim.



Themediawasgoingcrazy,recordingandtaking

pictures.

Me:Rethajuststop.Takeyourjealousassoutof

here.

Retha:Thisismypresenttoyou.

TheTVscreenturnedonandshowedavideoof

MhambimakinglovetoRetha.Thewholetentwent

quietandtheonlythingthatcouldbeheardwere

moansandgroansfrom thescreen.Tearsgushed

downmyface.Thenannyranoutwithmydaughter

toavoidherseeingthis.Iswearthevideotook

forevertofinish.TheDJwastryingtoturnitoffbut

itwasn'tworking.Whenthevideowasfinisheda

scanpopupofthescreenwiththecaption

"CongratulationsDaddy,wearepregnant".The

screenturnedoffbutthedamagewasalreadydone.

Istoodupandwalkedoutthetent,journalistsand

myfamilyandfriendstriedtalkingtomebutIhad

justgonedeaf.WhenIgotoutsideIrandownthe

street.Acarcameoutofnowhereandstopped

besidesme.Langagotoutthebackseatandscoped

meupbridalstyleandwegotintothecarandthe



driverdroveustowherever.IsobbedonLanga's

chest.

Tobecontinued....
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|Mhambi|

Iwasfuming.Rethabile'slittlestuntwasthelastnail

inthecoffin.Iwalkeduptohernotcaringaboutthe

camera'sflashingonmyface.Ipunchedherhard

andshefelldown.

Me:Doyourealizewhatyou'vedone!Whywon'tyou

justleavemealone!?Ihateyou!

Shesobbedquietly.Policeofficer'sfloodedthe

scene.

Detective:MrSitholeyouareunderarrestforthe

assaultofMissMavundla.AndMissMavundlayou

areunderarrestforthemurderofyourgrandmother

andattemptedmurderofMissDineoMlambo.You

bothhavetherighttoremainsilent,anythingyousay

canandwillbeusedagainstyouinthecourtoflaw.

Youhavetherighttoanattorney,ifyoucan'tafford



one,thecourtwillprovideyouwithone.Handcuff

them.

Thepolicehandcuffedusandtookusintothevan.

THENEXTDAY

|Dineo|

Iwokeuptosoftkissesonmyface.Iflippedmy

eyesopenandsawLangathere.

Langa:Hey,Imadeyoubreakfast.

Isatupandheputthetrayontopofme.

Me:Thankyou.

Hegotupandwalkedtothedoor.

Me:Langa!

Hestoppedinhistracks.

Me:I'm sorryaboutyesterday.

Langa:It'sfine,Iunderstand.Ifyougetthetime

pleaseopentheenvelopeyouthrewaway.It'sonthe

kitchencounter....Ohandyourhusbandhasbeen

arrestedalongwithhislittlemistress.Turnsout



bitchwasresponsibleforyourshootingplusshehas

amurdercaseoverherhead.Ithasturnedintoa

hugesexscandalinjustafewhours.Isuggestyou

laylowforawhilecausethemediaisafteryourass.

Keepyourphoneoff.Ifyouwanttousesocialmedia

youcanusemytablet.

HewalkedoutandIgrabbedhistabletandlogged

intoInstagram.IndeedIwastrending,myfanswere

sidingwithmebutsomepeoplewereblamingme

forbeingtoambitiousandleavingMhambiwithout

fulfillinghisneedsasaman.Iplayedthevideoof

whathappenedlastnightandIwasshockedtosee

howMhambihitRetha.Rethaisalsoamurderer.

|Owethu|

IpacedupanddownandtriedDineoagainbutstillit

tookmetovoicemail.

Me:Friendpleasecallmewhenyougetthis,I'm

freakingouthere.Ijustwanttoknowifyousafe.I

loveyou.

Isighedandthrewmyphoneonthecouch.

Steven:Relax,IjusttalkedtoLangaandhesaidDee



iswithhim.

Isighedinrelief,thisisamess.Ididn'tknowRetha

wasacrazypsycho.Itwistedmyengagementring

aroundmyfinger.YesI'm engagedtoSteven.

Steven:Afterthissexscandaldiesdownwe'llget

marriedokay.RightnowDineoneedsyou.

Inoddedandhewrappedhisarm aroundme.

Me:Iloveyou.

Steven:Iloveyoumore.

|Afrika|

Loyiso:Bafothisissolidgold.Mhambiinjailand

thissexscandal.Hisnameisdraggedthroughthe

mud.Ithinkit'stheperfecttimetostrike.

Me:Nowearenotstriking.Let'sjuststartourown

businessandforgetaboutMhambi.

Loyiso:Areyousure?

Me:Ahundredpercent.

|Mhambi|



Iwasonmywaytoworkwithawholearmyof

bodyguards.Rethadroppedthechargesbecause

sheclaimstolovemesoIjustgotawaywithjusta

slaponthewrist.WhenIgottotheofficethemedia

washavingafieldday.Iwalkedtotheboardroom

andeveryonewaslookingatme.Imightneedto

haveastaffmeetingafterthisboardmeeting.When

Igottothebedroom allmyboardmemberswere

thereincludingmyinvestors.

Vic:SitdownMrSithole.

John:Weareverydisappointedinyou.Youdragged

thecompanynameinthegroundandnowclients

andinvestorswanttopullout.

Vic:WehavedecidedthatyoustepdownasCEO.

Me:Withallduerespect,I'm notgoinganywhere.

John:Thenwehavenochoicebuttovoteyouout.

Vic:AllthosewhothinkMrSitholeshouldbecast

outofthecompanyforthesafetyofthecompany's

imagepleaseraiseyourhands.

All18menandwomenraisedtheirhandsexcept



Afrika.

Me:Fine,I'llleavebutI'dliketosellmysharesto

AfrikaNdlovu.I'llsigneverythingovertohim and

he'llbethenewCEOandmajorityshareholder.

|Dineo|

Mom walkedinandslappedme.

Mom:Howcouldyoufailtokeepasimplemarriage?

Langa:Thesamewayyoufailedtobehonestwith

us.

Langaappearedinthedoorway.

Mom:Don'tyoudaretalktomelikethatboy.Ican

stillbeatyouup.

Langa:Cutthecrapwoman,weknowthetruth.I'm

adopted.

Mom:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Langathrewherthebrownenvelopeandsheopened

itandscannedthepapers.

Mom:Icanexplain.



Me:Likehowyouliedtousforsomanyyears.

Langa:TothinkIstartedbelievingthatI'm crazyfor

havingfeelingsforDineo.

Mom:Youtwocan'tdate.Iforbidyoufrom dating.

Me:Wedon'tanswertoyou.

Mom:Iam yourmotherandIknowwhat'sbestfor

you.

Langa:Youarenotmymother.IloveDineoandI'll

dorightbyher.

Mom:Youthinkajobasasecurityguardwill

maintainherstandardofliving.Youearnpeanuts.At

leastwithMhambiwegotfoodonourtable.

Expensiveclothesonourbodiesanddesignerbags

andshoes.Whatwillyoubringhuh?

Me:You'resickmom.Ican'tbelieveyouareusing

metobetteryourlife.IhaveajobsomeandLanga

willdojustfinetogether.

Mom:Ajob?Youcallwalkingaroundnakedajob.

Thatiswhyhecheatedonyou.Youweretoobusy

displayinghisgoodsinpublic.



Langa:Getout!

Mom:Withpleasure.

Langa:Anddon'tcomeback!

Tobecontinued....
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AYEARLATER

|Dineo|

NotsolongagoIwascryinganddepresseddueto

whatMhambididtome.IneverthoughtthatI'dfind

happinessagain.Afterthewholesexscandaland

Mhambisaga,meandLangastartedarelationship

andIdon'tregretit.I'vebeengivenasecondchance

toloveagainandIthankGodeveryday.LangaandI

arenowmarriedandwehaveasontogether.His

nameisQhawe.Ialsoownaverysuccessful

boutiquewhereIsellmyowndesigns.It'sa

demandingjobbutIcouldn'tbemorehappier.Mom

disownedmewhenshefoundoutthatIwent

againstherwishesanddatedLangabutwhocares

causeI'm happy.

Langa:Areyouready?Wearegonnabelate.

Me:I'm coming.



Ilookedatmyselfonemoretimebeforegrabbing

mypurseandwalkingoutwithhim.Wearegoingto

apartythatwasorganizedbySteven.Langaand

Stevennowownthebiggestshoemanufacturing

businessandImustsayI'm proudofhim.Hedidn't

letmom'swordsbringhim down.

|Owethu|

MeandStevensharedonelastkissbeforejoining

DineoandLangaatthetable.Somanypeoplemade

ittothiseventandI'm surprisedreally.I'm now

officiallymarriedtoStevenand5monthspregnant

withtwins.IwashappyIwon'tlie.Myeyesscanned

thecrowdandthat'swhenIsawmyexNdondo

alongwithmysister.Mymoodinstantlychanged.I

don'tknowwhattheyaredoinghere.Iswearthese

twoarestalkingme.

|Loyiso|

Lifehasbeengoodsofar.I'm nowaclubownerand

Ialsoown10%ofJobeConstruction.ImustsayI

neverknewthatlifewouldbesogood.I'vekeptmy

distancefrom girls,Idon'twantanotherLuya



problem onmyhead.

|Afrika|

I'vejustgottenmarriedtotheloveofmylife,Debbie

andboyam Ihappy.Mhambihandedoverallhis

sharestomeandI'veownedJobeConstructionever

since.MylifeisjustthewayIwantedittobe.Ifeel

completewithDebbie.

ShegiggledasIkissedherneck.

Me:Morningtoyoutoo

Debbie:Mxm,I'm tryingtosleephere.

Me:Ain'twegoingouttoday,Imeanitisour

honeymoonafterall.

Debbie:Wewillbutfirstletmesleepplease.

Me:Areyousure?

Itickledher.

Debbie:Okay.....okay....I'm awake.

Me:Goodnowlet'sgoshower.

Debbie:Youaresodamnannoying.



|Mhambi|

IwokeupandflippedthesackthatIusedasa

blanketoffme.EversinceIwaskickedoutofmy

company,Idrankmyselfbankruptandthebanktook

myhouseawayfrom meandI'vebeenlivingonthe

streeteversince.IliveunderneathabridgeandI

pickpocketinordertosurvivebutsometimesIeat

from thebins.Winteristhehardestbecauseitgets

reallycoldatnightandsmokingglueisusuallywhat

helpsmesleepmorepeacefully.It'sbreakfasttime.I

walkedtothenearestbinanddugupscrapsoffood

whichIdevouredhungrilyasIplannedmyday.

|Debbie|

IwasinDubaiwithhubbydearestonourhoneymoon.

Afrikahonestlymakesmethehappiestgirlalive.I

don'tknowwhyLuyaletgoofallthisandcheated.I

wasnowCOOatJobeConstructionandIhaven't

evenfinishedmystudiesonbusinessmanagement.

Perksofdatingthebossoftheplace.Igotintothe

carandbaedroveustothenearestrestaurantwhere

wesatdownandorderedasteakandchips.I've

beeneatinglikethere'snotomorrowandI'm starting



tosuspectthatImightbepregnant.

Afrika:SoIwasthinking.

Me:About?

Afrika:Whenwegetbackhomeweshouldvisitthe

doctor.

Me:That'snotabadidea,I'vebeenthinkingabout

thesamething.

Ispottedayoungwomaninthecrowd.

Me:Babe,I'llberightback.Iseeanoldfriendof

minethere.

Afrika:Okaybutmakesureyoudon'tgetlost.Be

safe.

Me:Iwill.

Istoodupandmademywaytothedoor.

|Rethabile|

AftermonthsinjailIdecidedtobreakout.Theabuse

Iwentthroughtherewithpeoplecallingmeahoefor

ruiningDineo'srelationship.Ibrokeoutandusedthe

moneyIhadtogetafakepassportandIdisguised



myselfnowI'm inDubai.I'm livingmybestlife.I

walkedinthecrowdonmywaytothetrainstation

whensomeonegrabbedmeandpulledmeagainsta

wallinahiddenspot.Itwasawoman.

Me:Who....whoareyou?

Lady:Yourworstnightmare.

Me:Pleasejustletmego.I'm brokeandIdon'thave

anythingtogiveyou.

Lady:I'm DebbieMlabanowMrsNdlovu.I'm sure

youremembermeRethabileMavundla.

Iwastakenaback.Howdoesthismysterious

womanknowmyrealname.Ichangedmynameto

AshleywhenImovedhere.

Me:Howdoyouknowmyname?

Debbie:I'vebeenfollowingyou.Youusetosleep

withMhambiSitholeandheimpregnatedyouand

youcreatedasexscandalbecauseyouwereabitter

exafterhemarriedDineoMlambo.Andyoukilledmy

brotherSizweMlabayearsagonowit'stimetomake

iteven.Youdon'tkillmybrotherandgetawaywithit



youcrazybitch.Greetyourancestorsforme.

|Debbie|

Ipulledthetriggerandshother3timesonthechest.

Finallythebitchisdead.IburnedtheglovesIwas

wearingandcatwalkedbacktotherestauranttomy

bae.

Afrika:Sowhoisthisfriendofyoursagain?

Me:OhImistakenedherforsomeoneelse,mylove.

Afrika:Okay

Ismiledandsippedonmyjuice.

THEEND..


