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Mapulagavebirthtoabeautifulbaby

girlwithblueeyesandshenamedher

Keabetswejustasherfatherinstructed.

Shegavebirthatthemysticalland

becausethequeenssaidthatdanger

stilllackedintheshadows.Soshehad

tobeinthemysticallandtogivebirth,



thisdidn’tsitwellwithThabisoatallas

hewantedtobethefirsttoholdhis

princess.Buttheymadeupforthatby

lettinghim bethefirsttoholdherwhen

theycameback.Keabetsweisadaddy’s

girlandherfatherlovesthisverymuch,

heisenjoyingthelifehe,hiswifeand

childhave.Theymovedbacktotheir

homeinBaTloungafterMapulagave

birthbuttheydovisitBaKoenaevey

weekandthe3guysalwaysmeetup

eveyweekend.

Keabetsweisalovelyyounggirlwho

tookherfathersdarkcomplexionand

hermothersbeauty.Hereyesarejust

somethingelseandhermothersays



theyaretheeyesofthegodssincenone

ofthem haveblueeyes.Shehasmore

animalpetsthanfriendsandalways

tellshermotherthattheyspeaktoher,

wellhermotherdoesn’tknowmuch

aboutanimalsbutherfatherismoreof

ananimalpersonashispowerscome

from them.Hesaystheyaretalkingto

herandshecanhearandunderstand

them.Wedon’tknowtheextentofthis

powerasyesassheisstillayounggirl

wholovesbighair.

ZasemboandNtsikaworkedtogether

andopenedtheorphanageandthatwas

twoyearsago.Mapulaandtheothers

wereinvitedtotheopeninganditwasa



verybigsuccess.Zasembostilllivesin

MthathaandworksatNtsika’scompany

butworkingfrom theofficesthey

openedinMthatha.Theirrelationship

hasbeendoingwellbutNtsikaissick

andtiredofthelongdistancesohis

beenlookingatringssothathecanpop

thequestiononZasembo’sbirthdayina

monthstime.Manzinikingdom isdoing

wellbuttherewasdramawhenthe

queen(Ntsika’smother)whenher

vhendaexvisitedonthedayofthe

orphanageopening.Apparentlyheis

oneofthepeoplesponsoringthe

orphanagesohehadtobethere,so

apparentlytherearestillstrongfeelings

betweenthem whichgotking



Sbanisezweveryangryandover

protectiveofhiswife.

TokeloandReneilwegotmarriedtwo

yearsago,thistooklongbecausethe

queen(Reneilwe’smother)wantedher

tomarrysomeoneelse,someonethat

shechosebecausesheasthemother

wantedthepleasureofchoosinga

suitorforherdaughterbutunfortunately

shealreadychosewhoshewantedto

marry.Tokelodecidedthattheymust

givehertimetogetusedtotheidea

whichshefinallydidbutittookReneilwe

nottalkingtoherandnotgoinghome

rentingaflatatthecapital.Soshe

agreedandtheygotmarriedanditwas



abeautifulroyalweddingindeed.Sheis

nowthequeenofBaKoenakingdom and

theygetalongwithhermotherinlaw

likeahouseonfire,whichsometimes

annoysTokeloashesayshiswife

spendsmoretimewithhismotherthan

withhim.

LeboandKweziareanotherstory.They

arehappyandinlovebuttheyarenot

marriedyetbecauseKwezi’sfather

doesn’tlikeLeboforKwezi.Hesayshis

toooldhisdaughter,Lebogotherajob

inoneofhiscompaniessonowshe

movedtoLeSothoandgoeshomeevery

monthend.Hermotherhastriedto

convinceherfathertogivethem his



blessingsbuthewon’tbudge.Reneilwe

decidedtodoabackgroundcheckon

Kwezi’sfatherandfoundoutthathis

theirrivalinthediamondtrade.What

shedoesn’tknowisifheknowsthat

theyaretheownersornot.Shealso

hasn’tsharedtheinformationwith

anyoneuntilshegetsalltheinformation

sheneedsonhim andhispartners.

ScelohasbecomearegularinLeSotho,

heconvenientlyalwaysbumpsinto

MapulaandKeabetswewhentheygoto

thecapitalforshoppingandit’salways

convenientlywhenThabisoisnotwith

them.Mapulahasn’tseenanything

shadyabouthim butthequeenskeep



tellingherthatdangerislackinginthe

shadowsbuttheyarenotsayingmore.

Thisisonlythebeginningpeople,so

fastenyouseatbeltsandhangon

becauseit’sabouttogetbumpy.

Like,commentandshareasmuchas

youcan.

Wehavetogrowthefamilyandmaybea

releaseabookwhenIhavedonereach

onhowtogoaboutitandifanyofyou

havetheinformationfeelfreetodrop

meaninbox.
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Lebojustcamebackfrom dropping

Kwezifrom theairport,hewastroubled

bywhatwasgoingonintheir

relationship.YeshelovesKwezibutthe



issueofherfatherisstandingintheway

ofthem movingtothenextlevel.He

wassittinginthepalacegardendeepin

histhoughtswhenTokelocametofind

him.

Tokelo:Sittingherelikethisisnotyou,

tellmewhatisbotheringyou.

Lebo:HeymanthisKweziissueisreally

gettingtomeman.

Tokelo:Iknowit’snoteasybutwhatcan

youdo?

Lebo:Idon’tknowmanwhatIdoknow

itthatwehavebeentogetherforyears

nowandstillthatmandoesn’ttrustme

withhisdaughter.

Tokelo:It’snotthathedoesn’ttrustyou



buteveryparentwantswhat’sbestfor

theirchildrenandIknowthatthereisno

betterthanyouforKwezi.

Lebo:Thenwhydoesn’theseethatman,

Ihavenevergivenhim anyreasonto

doubtme.

Tokelo:DidIgiveReneilwe’sMothera

reasonnottowantmetomarryher

daughter?

Lebo:Nobutsheeventuallyagreed.

Tokelo:YesButhowlongdidthattake?

Lookmanallam sayingisthatgivethis

mantimehewillcomearound.

Lebo:am notgettinganyyoungerman,I

needtohavemyownwifeandkids

runningaroundhereandwantthatwhile



motherisstillalive.

Tokelo:Ifeelyouman.

Tokelowentbackintothehouse,he

alsodidn’tlikewhatwashappeningwith

LeboandhowthisissuewithKweziwas

affectinghim.Hewenttothefridgeand

tookabeerandwenttostandbythe

windowlookingoutside.Reneilwewent

tohim andhuggedhim from behind.

Reneilwe:Whatisonyourminddear?

Tokelo:Nothingmyqueenjustthinking

Reneilwe:AboutWhat?

Tokelo:LookAtLebo,howdoesmy

botherlooktoyou?



Reneilwe:Helooksbotheredandit’s

unlikehim,Leboisafreespiritandthat

outthereisnottheLeboweknow.

Tokelo:Exactlyandwhatupsetsmeis

thefactthatIhavenoideahowtohelp

him.

Reneilwe:Imighthavedonesomething

thatmayexplainKwezi’sfathers

reactiontoLebobutIdon’thaveallthe

detailsyet.

Tokelo:Serously?Youhavesomething

thatcangetmybrotheroutofhis

miseryandyounotsharingit?

Reneilwe:AsIsaidmykingIdon’thave

allthedetails.

Tokelo:Whateverdetailsyouhavewe



aresharingthem withLebonow.

HetookReneilwebythearm andthey

walkedtothepalacegardenwhereLebo

wassittinglookingdeepintohis

thoughts.

Tokelo:Heyman!Reneilwemighthave

somethingthatmaybeofhelp.(Lebo

washopeful)

Lebo:Whatisthat?

Tokelo:Idon’tknowbutweareboth

abouttofindout.

Reneilwe:OkayfirstIwanttoapologize

inadvanceforwhatIdid,Iknowthatno

oneaskedmebutIdiditanyway

becauseIwastiredofthewaythings



havebeenwiththatman.

Lebo:It’sokayaslongasthiswillshed

somelightintothissituationbecause

am reallyoutofoptions.

Reneilwe:WellitseemsthatBrianisour

rivalinthediamondbusiness.

Lebo:Sonofab..(Tokelocutshim off)

Tokelo:HolditRighttheremanhisstill

yourfatherinlawandwedon’tknowif

heknowsaboutusornot.

Lebo:Am tellingyouheknowsandI

thinkit’stimewehaveatalk.

Tokelo:Areyougoingtotalktohim as

LeboorTerminator?

Lebo:Whicheveronehiswantsmetobe.



Ihavehaditwiththismanandtodayhis

goingtotellmewhathisproblem is.

Tokelo:Buthisnotevenheresohoware

yougoingtodothattonight?

Lebo:Hisgoonsareherekeepinganeye

onme.

Tokelo:What?Hehasatailonyouand

youdidn’tsayanything!

Lebo:Hishaditfor5yearsnowand

thosebloodyamateursdon’tevenknow

howtotailsomeonecauseIsawthem

from day1butIkeptquiet.

Tokelo:Whenwasthis?

Lebo:Twodaysafterthefirstannual



ball.

Tokelo:Thenscrewhim gomeetwith

him andtakesomeguyswithyou.

Reneilwe:Brianissmarttakingguys

won’twork!Lebodon’tworryIwill

preparesomedevicesforyou.

Lebo:Undetectable?

Reneilwe:Ofcoursehowdoyouknow

me?

Tokelo:Lookatmyqueenatworkmmm.

Lebo:Hayisiesman!Iwillneedthejet.

Tokelo:MonaLebo(jealousyLebo)sure

manyoudon’tevenhavetoask.

Lebowentandtookthecaranddrove



outofthepalace.Thoseguysfollowed

him,hesteppedonitandtheydidtoo

justastheywereabouttogettohim he

hitthebrakesandbrakedwiththecar

blockingtheroad.Theguysbrakedjust

inchesbeforehittinghiscarandhewas

standingrightinfrontofit.Theygotout

andwenttohim.

Guy:Whatthehellman!

Lebo:CallBriannow!

Guy:Idon’tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Lebo:Ohreally?Okay(hereachedfor

hisgunandshottheguyhewastalking

torightbetweenhiseyesandfelldown

withhisBodycollidingwiththeground.)

Lebo:NowcananyofyoucallBrian?



(thetwoguyswereshocked)oneof

them tookouthisphoneanddialed

BrianandgaveittoLebo.Heanswered

after2rings.

Brian:Yah?

Lebo:Weneedtotalkfatherinlaw

Brian:Mm Iwaswaitingforthiscallfor

years,meetmeinwaterfrontin3hours,

thatisifyoucanmakeit.

Lebo:Iwillbethere(hehungupand

gavethephonetotheguyandgotinto

hiscaranddroveoff.

Hedrovebacktothepalaceand

Reneilwehadeverythingreadyforhim.

Hepackedachangeofclothes.



Tokelo:Needbackup?

Lebo:NahIgotthis

Tokelo:Lovehuh?

Lebo:Theshitwedoforit.

Theyfistbumpedandwalkedouttothe

car.

Brianmadeacalltooneofhisguysand

hepickedupimmediately.

Guy:Bozza

Brian:Getthewarehousereadywehave

aguestcomingin3hours.

Guy:Onit.



Hedroppedthecall.

Brian:Letsseewhatyoumadeof

Terminator!Am surehethinksIwould

letmydaughtermarryacriminallike

him.ShamehemustthinkagainKwezi

willnotmarryamanlikehim,notwhile

am stillbreathing.
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LeboarrivedinCapeTownjustintime,

hehadtheirCapeTownguysonstandby

andtheywereconnectedtohiscoms

trackers.Ghosthadatrackerinstalledin

hisgumsasitundetectable.Hewas

angryatBrianformakinghim wasteso

manyyearshecouldhavespentwith

Kweziashiswifeandmaybebynowhe

wouldbeafatherbutnohehadtoplay

mindgameswithhisdaughter’sfuture.

Hedrovetowaterfrontandwalked

aroundthebeachtocalm himselfdown.

Reneilwespoketohim onthecomsjust

toseeifeverythingisokay.

Reneilwe:Lebocomein

Lebo:Am here



Reneilwe:Don’tsoundssodownnow

youalmostattheendofallthis.

Lebo:WhatifhewantssomethingIcan’t

givehim?

Reneilwe:Yourbrotherwouldgivehim

themoodifitwouldmeanyoubeing

happy.Nowchinupandgoshowthat

manwhatourchiefismadeof.

Lebo:Nowyoumakemefeellikeanold

man.

Reneilwe:hahah

Lebo:Letmewaitforthisguy.

Reneilwe:Ishegoingtocallyouorwhat?

Lebo:Nohewillfindme,hesaidto

comeheresoam surehehaseyeson



measwespeak.

Reneilwe:Alrightthenfocus.

Lebo:Alrightstandby

LebowaitedforBrianandhewas

watchinghim from hisboatsmokinga

cigarwithaglassofwhiskeyinhand.

Lebowasgettingimpatientwiththe

waitingandashewasgoingtothe

nearestbartogetadrinkandvan

stoppedinfrontofhim.

Lebo:LookguysIdon’twantanytrouble

justmovealongandletmegogetmy

drink.

Guys:Briansentus.



Lebo:Youshouldhavesaidsointhe

firstplaceandnotstopinfrontofme

andstareatme.

Guy:Justgetin.

Lebogotinthevanandtheydroveoff,

theydroveforaboutthirtyminutesand

thevanstopped.Theygotoutandin

frontofthem wasaheavilyguarded

warehouseinthemiddleoftheforest.

Lebolookedaround,morelikerecording

hissurroundingswiththecamera

contactlenseshewaswearing.

ReneilweandtheguysinCapeTown

weregettingthethefootage.Thegot

insideandBrianwassittingonaleather

officechairinthemiddleoftheroom



witharmedguysallaroundhim.Lebo

gotannoyedbythis.

Lebo:Didyouseriouslyneedanarmyto

faceoneman?

Brian:Ohnotheywerejustkeepingme

company.

Lebo:Nicecompanyyoukeep.

Brian:OhmythanksdearchieforshallI

sayTerminator.

Lebo:CallmehoweveryouwantbutI

prefersoninlaw(shegavehim aside

smilewhichgotBrian’sbloodboiling)

Brian:Keepdreamingson.

Lebo:OkayletsgetdowntoitandI



wouldpreferittobeinprivate.

Brian:Let’sstepintomyoffice.

Theywalkedtothebackofthe

warehouseintowhatlookedlikean

officeandBriantookaseatbehindthe

deskwhileLebosatinfrontofhim.

Lebo:Iknowyouareourrivalinthe

diamondtradebutwhatIdon’tknowis

whyyoudon’twantmetomarryyour

daughter.

Brian:Straighttobepoint!Ilike(he

stoodupandpouredhimselfaglassof

whisky)drink?

Lebo:Noam good.

Brian:Suityourself.NowasyouknowI

am yourrival,soIwantyoutogiveme



yourNigeriancontactsaswellasyour

supplierintheDRC.

Lebo:AndWhatmakesyouthinkthatI

willgiveyouthat?

Brian:Youwanttomemarrymy

daughterdon’tyou?

Lebo:TheonlypriceIwillpayinKwezi’s

namewillbeherbridepricenothing

more.

Brian:Youcantakethisasher

brideprice.

Lebo:OneThatisnegotiatedina

warehousefullofmenwithguns?

Brian:What’swrongwiththat?

Lebo:Whatyoujustshowedmeisthat



youdon’tvalueyourdaughterandher

happiness.ButtomeKwezimeans

morethanthat.

Brian:Andyouthinkyouhaveachoice

because?

Lebo:Becauseam TerminatorBrianand

youdon’twanttomesswithme,now

whatIwantyoutodoandgohomeand

tellKweziyougiveusyourblessings

andyouwillgivemeadatetocomepay

lobolaandonourweddingdayyouwill

smileandwalkherdowntheisleand

whenyougettomeyouwillsmileand

giveherawaytome.Gotit?

Briansmiledthenlaughedsohard,he



evenlosthisbreathfrom allthe

laughinghewasdoing.WhileLebowas

seriousasaheartattack,heeventually

stoppedlaughingandlookedathim.

Brian:YouareaveryfunnymanIgive

youthat.NowonaseriousnoteIwill

nevergivemydaughtertoacriminallike

you.

Lebo:Youonetotalk!Doessheeven

knowthekindofpersonyouare?

Brian:Shedoesn’thavetoknowthatand

am donetalking.Youeitheragreetomy

termsoryoudieheretoday,ohdon’t

eventhinkabouttryingtofightyourway

outofherebecauseyouwillloseand

youdon’thavetheghostsrighthand

manandyourpeoplesoyoucompletely



outnumbered.

Lebo:Soisthatyourfinalword?

Brian:Yestakeitordie.

Lebo:Ihavehadtofacedeathmore

timesthanIcanrememberandthis

won’tbeanydifferentsodoyourbest

butpraythatIdon’tgetoutalive

becauseifIdoyouwilldie.

Brian:Fullofourselvesarewe?Guys!

Theguyscameinrunning.

Brian:Takehim totheothersideand

showhim howwedothingsaroundhere.

TheguysshowedLebothedoorandhe

walkedouteversogracefullyalltheway



tothethebighallfullofarmedguysand

stoodinthemiddlewithhishandsinhis

pockets.Helookedcalm andcollected

ontheoutsidebutontheinsidehewas

boilingwithanger.Likeaduckinthe

waterthatappearssocalm andrelaxed

onthesurfacebutpaddlinglikecrazy

underneath.

Brian:Checkhim fortrackers!Iknow

verywellthathisnoamateurandhe

won’tgoaroundwithoutthem,notwhen

hehassomanyenemies.

Guys:Yesboss.

Theguyssearchedhim fortrackersand

theyfoundtheeasyonesanddestroyed

them.



Guy:Hiscleannowboss

Brian:Stilldon’twanttoreconsider?

(Lebofoldedhisarmsandlookedat

him intheeyes)

Brian:Alrightthen.Doit(referringtohis

guysandtheywentfullforcetoLebo)

TheguysandReneilwewerewatching

thisandReneilweorderedthem togoin,

theywere10minuetsoutsoforthat10

minutesLebowasalone.Theywentto

him fullforceanditwas5against1they

foughtandwhenBriansawthatLebo

wasoverpoweringhisGuysheordered

moreguystobeathim up.Theydidas

toldandtheywereallonhim kickingand



beatinghim up,Reneilwewasshouting

onthecomsfortheguystohurryupand

assistLebo.Thedriverdidn’tstopwhen

theygottothewarehouse,hedrovethe

vanthroughthedoorsofthewarehouse

makingeveryonestopandlookatwhat

washappeningwhichgaveLeboa

chancetogochargingtoBrian.When

hisguyscatchesonwhatwasgoingon,

Lebo’sguyscameoutshootingfrom the

vanwhileLebodraggedBrianoutofthe

warehousewithhisguysfollowingbut

notshootingastheywereafraidof

shootingtheirbossintheprocess.

TheguysinsidewerewipingoutBrian’s

team eventhoughtwoofthem gotshot



intheprocess.Lebotookoneofthe

carsoutsideanddroveouttotheairport

withReneilwegivinghim shortcutsand

directionstoroadsthathadlesstraffic.

Hegottotheairportandwenttothejet

andtheypreparedfortakeoff.

Brian:Youdoknowitdoesn’tendhere

right.

Lebo:Ohthisisfarfrom overandIknow

that.

Brian:It’sjustthebeginningboy,get

readyforwar.

Lebo:Warismymiddlename.

Lebolefthim thereandwenttotheback

ofthejetintheroom inthereand



startedthinkingaboutwhattodowith

Brian.Hedidn’twanttohurthim

becauseofKwezibuthealsowantedto

findouthowmuchpowerandinfluence

hehasbeforedoinganything.

Like,commentandshare.

MerryChristmasRoyalFamily.
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TheCapital

SceloPOV

Iseethatalotofpeopleunderestimate

mearoundhere,justbecauseMapula

haspowerstheythinkthatnothingwill

everhappentoher.Wellnewsflash,to

everyillnessthereisacureor

preventionandtoeverypowerthereisa

kryptonite,whichissomethingthatcan

weakenyourpowers.Seewhatam

usingismakingMapulanottosee

anythingbadinmebutagoodsweet

littleboywhoadmiresher.Mapula

ignoredmesinceschoolandIwillnot



letthathappenagain.Ilovedthatgirl

from thefirstdayofschoolwhenshe

camelateandwasroamingaroundthe

schoollookingforherclass.Ihelpedher

butshewasinsuchahurrythatshe

didn’tevenlookatmewhenshesaid

thankyou.

Iwastherewhenshehadacrushon

thatstupidplayerboyfrom schoolwho

hadeverygirlinschoolathisdisposal

butshedidn’tnoticeme.Ifoughtforher

whentheguysIplayedrugbywith

wantedtotakeadvantageofherbutstill

shedidn’tnoticeme.Ilovedand

protectedherfrom adistancebutshe

nevernoticedme.Iwastheonewhoset



upthemeetingbetweenherandmy

cousinKwezi,Yeaham sureyouasking

how?SoKweziwasthisloneratschool

becauseshedidn’tliketohangwiththe

girlsinschoolsayingtheyarefakeand

whenMapulaarrivedIthoughtsheand

Kweziwouldgetalongjustfinebecause

shewasdowntoearthandconsiderate.

ButsheandKwezinevermetbecause

eachoneofthem werebookwormswho

alwaysspenttheirtimeinclass.Sothis

onedayIconvincedKwezitocomeeat

lunchwithmeinthecafeteriaandthenI

askedJasontoinviteMapulaandjoin

usandhedid.Theyjoinedusbutweleft

MapulaandKwezisayingwegoingto



getsomethingtoeatandneverwent

backandsincethatdaytheywere

inseparable.Stillshedidn’tnoticeme

andnowshewill.Shecamehomeand

gotmarriedandnowshehasachild

thatshouldhavebeenminebutbecause

shedidn’tnoticemeshehasachildwith

another.ButIlovemyprincesssheis

weirdandawkwardlikeme,loves

animalslikemeanddarklikeme.See

sheshouldhavebeenmine.

Nowam watchingthem eatingwithher

mom justacrossthestreetbutIcan’tgo

tothem becauseofthatguyshe’s

marriedto.Seewhatam usingcanonly

workonhernothim,sotechnicallyhe



cansensethatam uptonogoodsothat

iswhyIkeepmydistancewhenhis

around.Buttimehascometobe

reunitedwithmyfamily.(hesmiled

thinkingabouthowhappyheand

Mapulawillbeintheirnewhomein

Canadawiththeirprincess)

Kweziwashavingsnackswithher

mothercatchinguponwhathasbeen

happeningintheirlivesinthepast

month.

Kwezi:Motherwhereisfather?

Kwezi’smother:HeyIdon’tdear,he

shouldbebackbynowbecausehesaid

whatheisdoingwon’ttakelong.



Kwezi:Yeah!Idon’tevenknowwhyI

worryabouthim becausehisalways

beenlikethis.

Kwezi’smother:Youright,yourfather

wouldsayhewillbebackintwodays

andstayawayforaweekevenmore.

Kwezi:YesIknow.Doyouthinkfather

willevergiveLeboandIhisblessings?

Kwezi’smother:Idon’tknowchild,I

reallydon’t.

Kwezi:Leboisatraditionalman,he

lovesmebuthewillnevermarryme

withoutthepermissionofmyfatherand

atthisrateIdon’tthinkwewilleverget

it.

Kwezi’smother:Don’ttalklikethatbaby



yourfatherwillcomearound.

Kwezi:Motherit’sbeen5yearsnowand

stillnothingandam thinkingofjust

livingmylifewithLebowithorwithout

him.

Kwezi’smother:Howareyouplanningon

doingthat?

Kwezi:Havingthechildrenwewantand

behappy.

Kwezi’smother:Lebowon’tallowthat

Kwezi:Iknowwhichiswhyam not

goingtotellhim becausehistoogood

todothatorevenallowmeto.Thatman

lovesmemotherandIlovehim.What

fatherisdoingispullingusbackand

puttingastrainonourrelationshipand



am notgoingtoloseLebobecauseof

him.

Kwezi’smother:Whatmakesyouthink

youwilllosehim?Ishenotthesame

anymore?

Kwezi:That’sthethingMother!Lebois

morethanwhatIcouldeveraskforina

man,hispatientandlovingandhas

nevergivenmeanyreasontodoubthim.

Buthishumantooandhewillgettired

ofthis.

Kwezi’smother:YourightbabyIwill

supportyouinwhateveryoudo.

Kwezi:ThankyouMother.

Kwezi’smother:HowisScelo?



Kwezi:HisAlright,wemeetupevery

nowthen.

Kwezi’smother:Howishisbusiness

going?

Kwezi:Verywellactuallyandam proud

ofhim.

Kwezi’smother:Metoo!Hehascomea

longwayindeed.

Kwezi:Yeshehas.Ihopehenevergets

toaplacewherehestopstakinghis

medicationagain.

Kwezi’smother:Ihopesotoo.Wedon’t

wantarepeatofwhathappenedin

university.

Kwezi:YeahThatwasbadhey,poorgirl

Ihopeherparentsburiedherwith



dignityandImustadmittheyareavery

forgivingfamily.

Kwezi’smothercougheduncontrollably

andKweziwentouttothekitchentoget

hersomewater.Shedrankthewater.

Kwezi’smother:Thanksbaby.

Kwezi:Feelingbetternow?

Kwezi’smother:Yesdearthankyou.

Kwezi:Okaythen.

Kwezi’smothercouldn’triskKwezi

talkingaboutthosepeopleanymoreas

shedidn’ttrustherselftonotsay

anythingaboutit.Yesithappenedyears

agobutwhattheydidstillhauntsher.



Sceloissickandwhenhehasoneofhis

episodesnoonecanstophim.Ittakes

timeforhim tobealrightagainwhichis

whyshealwayskeptKweziawayfrom

him orwithabodyguardiftheywerein

thesameplacelikenow.Herhusband

haspeoplekeepinganeyeonhim to

makesureKweziissafe.

Iknowit’sshortpleasebarewithme.

Like,commentandshareasmuchas

youcan!

#loveadmin



[04/28,08:32]Ron2:Season2

Insert5

AmaXhosakingdom

Zasembowasbusypreparingtogoto

DurbantogomeetupwithNtsika.She

wasexcitedabouthervisit,Ntsikamade

herhappyandshelovedhim.Mapula

wasrightwhenshesaidthatshewillget

morethanahugfrom Ntsika.Shegotto

experiencethesensitivesideofhim,the

lovingandromanticsidethatshedidn’t

knowexistedandshewaslovingit.Her

mothergotinherroom whileshewas



finishingup.

Queen:Youlookbeautifulbabybut

beforeyouleaveyourfatherandIwould

liketoseeyouinthethroneroom.

Zasembo:WhatisMother?

Queen:Youwillhearallaboutitjust

followme.

Zasembo:yousoundexcitedandthat

makesmewonder.

Queen:Stopwonderingdearprincess

andcomewithme.

Zasembo:Okaythenam rightbehind

you.

ThequeenleftleavingZasembo

wonderingwhatherparentswantedto



talktoherabout.Shefinishedupand

wenttojointhem inthethroneroom.

Shegotthereandbowedherheadasa

signofrespect.

King:Asyouweredearprincess.

Zasembo:Mythanksmyking.

Queen:Pleasedotakeyourseat,we

won’tbelong.(Zasembotookherseat

andwaitedforherparentstospeak)

King:WellprincessyesterdayIgota

visitfrom kingNqabaandhisdelegates.

Zasembo:Whatdidtheywantfather?

King:Welltheyhavecometoaskfor

yourhandinmarriageandyouwillbe

marryingnoneotherthanthewell

knownprinceZithuleleofamaBomvana



kingdom.Agreatandwellknown

neurosurgeoninSouthAfrica.

Zasembo:AndWhatwasyouranswer

thendearfather?

King:YourmotherandIagreed(hesaid

withasmileonhisface)

Queen:Am Sureyouwillhavethemost

spectacularweddingbecauseyouare

stillpure.(shesaideversoexcited)

Zasembo:Permissiontospeakmyking.

King:Granted

Zasembo:Howcananyofyouagreeto

marrymeofftosomeoneIdon’tknow

whenyoubothknowverywellthatIam

withprinceNtsikayomuziZulu?



King:Hastheprinceproposedmarriage

toyou?

Zasembo:NofatherbutI...

King:Hasheevenspokenofmarriageto

you?

Zasembo:Nobut...

King:Thenit’sclearhehasnointentions

withyouorelsehewouldhavesaid

somethingbynow.SoasyourfatherI

am doingwhatisbestforyou.

Zasembo:Withallduerespectmyking,

youhavejustmetme,youdon’tknow

meandwhatIwantandifyouboth

wouldhavetakenthetimetoaskmeI

wouldhaveclearlytoldyouthatIdonot

wanttomarrythisprince.Iwilltakemy



leavenowandIwillseeyounext

weekend.Thatisifam stillallowedin

yourpalace.(shestoodupandlefther

parentsthere)

Queen:She’srightmydear,wedon’t

knowherandyetwearrangemarriage

forherwithoutherknowledge.

King:Butthatishowthingsaredonein

royalty.

Queen:Butshedidn’tgrowupasroyal

shegrewupasacommoner,makingher

ownchoicesanddecisions.Nowwe

comealongandwanttochangethat,it

won’tbeeasyforhertoaccept.

King:Iunderstandbutsheisaprincess,



alwayshasbeenandinthis5yearsshe

shouldhavelearnthowthingsaredone.

Queen:Yesshehaslearntbutasyou

canseethatourprincessisdifferent,

shehasamindofherownandcanuse

itverywell.Youthinkifshewereany

otherprincessshewouldhaveturned

downthestatusandhonorofmarrying

theprince?

King:Noshewouldn’thavebutthereis

nothingwecandonowit’sdone.

Queen:NotiftheZuluprincecomes

beforehim andsheacceptshim.

King:WellIdon’tthinkthatwillhappen.

Queen:Don’tlosehopeyetmydear,he

mightsurpriseyou.



ZasemboarrivedinKingShaka

internationalairport,aftertwohoursof

traveling.Shewastroubledbyhowshe

leftthingswithherparentsandshe

knewthatthisishowthingsaredone

butshewishesthatNtsikawastheone

whoaskedforherhand.Ntsikawas

waitingforherattheairportatMugand

bean.Shewaitedforherbagthenwent

andjoinedhim there.Hesawherand

stoodupandmetherhalfway,they

sharedahugandsatdown.Ntsikahad

alreadyorderedforher.

Ntsika:Howismyqueendoing?

Zasembo:Iwishthatweretruebutsadly

it’snot.



Ntsika:Awuwemahngazengazenza

ngentombiyomXhosa.Uyibuzaimpilo

yonaikutshelangokunyenje.(ohgodI

havedoneitbychoosingaXhosa

woman.Youaskherhowsheisandshe

answerssomethingcompletelydifferent)

Zasembo:Am seriousNtsika,my

parentshavearrangedmarriageforme

andwehadahugefalloutoverthat

beforeIcamehere.

Ntsika:Whatexactlydidyousaytothem

whentheytoldyouaboutthis?

Zasembo:Thattheyknowthatam with

youyettheywentaheadandarranged

marriageformeandIalsotoldthem

thattheydon’tevenknowmetobe

makingsuchdecisionsforme.



Ntsika:Wearetakingmyjetandgoing

backtoyourhome.

Zasembo:ButIjustgothere.

Ntsika:YesButyouleftamessbehind

andyouhavetocleanitup.LookIhave

learntthehardwaytolistenandactually

doastold,it’snotidealbutithasit’s

advantages.(hetookouthisphoneand

calledthepilottogetreadyfortakeoff

andhetoldhim thatinspectionswere

donethepreviousdayandthejetwas

refueledsotheyareready)

Ntsika:Letsgo.

Zasembo:Ntsikaam tired

Ntsika:Thereisaroom withabedinmy

jetyoucansleeptherebutnowwe



goingtoyourhouse.

Zasembo:Whatarewegoingtodo

whenwegetthere?

Ntsika:Youwillstartbyapologizingand

Iwilltakecareoftherest.

Theywereoffandinnotimetheywere

backinMthathanowontheirwayto

amaXhosakingdom.Thedrivewasnot

longandtheyarrived,theguardssaw

theirprincessandopenedthegates.

Theydrovein,parked,gotoutand

walkedtothedoor.Theygotintheking

andqueenwereshockedtoseethem.

Zasembo:Mykingandqueen(she

bowedherhead)



King:Asyouwereprincess.

Ntsika:Mykingandqueen,apleasureto

seeyouagain.

Queen:Apleasureisallours(theytook

theirseat)

Ntsika:MykingIheardwhatthe

princesshasdoneandIbroughther

backhomeasshehassomethingtosay

tothekingandqueen.

King:Alrightwelistening.

Zasembo:Mykingandqueen.Iwould

liketoapologizeformybehaviorearlier

on,Iknowyoudidn’traisemeandI

knowitwasnotyourchoiceandI

apologizeforsayingallthat.

Queen:It’sokaymyprincesswe



understand.

King:WemighthavenotraisedyoubutI

willnottoleratesuchbehaviorfrom you.

Zasembo:Iunderstandmyking.

Ntsika:That’snotall(hestoodupand

reachedinhispocketandtookoutabox.

Thenwentdownononekneeinfrontof

Zasembo)

Ntsika:ThisisnothowIplannedon

doingthisbutnowthesituationdoesn’t

allowmetowaitanylonger.Iwantedto

dothisonyourbirthdayandIhavebeen

carryingthisringaroundforthepast

twoweekslikeifIleaveithomeIwill

loseitandintheprocessloseyou.I

knowam notthebestofmenandhave



havemyflawsbutifyouwillhavemeI

wouldliketobeabettermanbyyour

sideandgrowoldwithyou.

NgiyakuthandankosazaneyomXhosa

ngicelaungenzeindodaemadodeni

ungishadesthandwasami(Iloveyou

Xhosaprincess.Pleasemakemeaman

amongstmenandmarryme)bythis

timeZasembowascrying.

Zasembo:Iwouldlovetogrowoldwith

you.

Ntsika:isthatayes?

Zasembo:Yes(heputtheringinher

finger)

King:Ilovewhatam seeingbutthereis



anotherprinceinvolved.

Ntsika:IknowthisprocessandIknow

exactlywhattodo.

King:Alrightthen.
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AmaXhosakingdom

Thedayofthenegotiationscameand

everyoneatthekingdom wasupand



downbusypreparingforthegueststo

come.Onlythekingandqueenknew

thattwofamilieswerecomingthisday,

theydidn’tinform anyoneelseasitis

notallowedfortheprincesstobe

involvedwithanotherwhilepromisedto

theother.Sowhattheyaredoingis

givingtheirdaughterachoiceinaway

tochoosewhoshewantstobewithby

eitherdenyingoneandacceptingthe

other.Ntsika,hisunclesandfatherwere

gettingreadyataB&Btheoneheand

Zasembostayedinthefirsttimethey

camehere.

Uncle:Kodwawenamshanawahlala

usenzisaizintoezingasilenje(Butyou

nephewarealwaysmakingusdostupid



things)

Uncle2:Azangewaphilakahlela

ekhandaushanalowenaBafoufuze

uyise(ournephewhasneverAlrightin

theheadbrotherhetakesafterhis

father)

KingSbani:Manjenifunaukuthi

angiphililekahleinkosiyenuyonke?

Ngizondlaimbuzinina(nowyouwantto

sayIam notwell,awholeking?Am

goingtofineyouagoat)

Ntsika:Batshelewenababa(tellthem

father)

KingSbani:Butsonareyousurethisgirl

isgoingtochooseyou?Wedon’twant

thepasttorepeatitself.



Ntsika:FatherIknowthatIhave

disappointedyouinthepastbutI

promiseyouthatthistimethingswillbe

different.

KingSbani:Ihopesoson,mina

nomalumebakhosingadumalakabi

umengaseakukhanyelelomntwana(me

andyouruncleswillbesodisappointed

ifthisgirldeniesyou)

Ntsika:FatherThatwillnothappendon’t

youworry.ForthefirsttimeinmylifeI

haveneverbeenthissureabout

anythingandthiswillbethetimethat

youwillallbeproudofthemanthat

havebecome.AllIaskisthatyoutrust

me.



KingSbani:Wehearyouson,nowlet’s

go,Idon’twantustobelate.

Ntsikaandhispeoplemadetheirwayto

AmaXhosakingdom.Whilethe

amaMfengukinganddelegateswealso

ontheirwaytothepalace.Itwasnotfar

forthem totraveljusta20minutedrive.

Theygotthereandcalleduptheirclan

namesatthegateandthekingand

formerkinghisfatherdelayedletting

them inaspartofgivingtheZuluprince

timetogettherebeforeeverythingis

finalized.Zasembocalledhermother

tellingherthatNtsikaandhispeopleare

5minutesaway.Thequeeninformed

theherhusbandandfatherinlawand

theywentoutandmettheamaMfengu



peopleatthegate.Allthenecessities

weredoneandtheywereletin,they

wenttotheguestchamberwherethe

negotiationswillbetakingplace.

Refreshmentswerebroughtandthey

drankbeforegettingdowntobusiness,

whiletheywerestillenjoyingthemselves

therewasnoiceatthegateandtheyall

keptquietandlistened.

Uncle:SikhulekikuniboMpinga!,

Mawawa!ubholokoqoshe!

ooNtomntwana!ingakhuluboya

seyilungeleabadala!SithiooManzi

sivulelenibosizengesihle!

KingNqaba:Kantikwenzekantoniapha

Zwelinzima?(whatisgoingonhere



Zwelinzima?)

King:Ndawukwazinjanimnakodwa

ndihlelinaweapha?Hayikumkani

sukundisulelangamafuthainyama

ndingayityanga.(howwouldIknow

whenam sittingherewithyou?Nomy

kingdon’twipeoilonmewhileIdidn’t

eatthemeat)

Zwelibanzi:Ayincedikeleniyenzayo,

ngesingenisaabantuqhathinasive

bafunantonisizokwaziuqhubela

phambilingomcimbi(whatyouare

doingisnothelping,weshouldbe

lettingthepeopleinandhearwhatthey

wantsothatwecanproceed)

KingNqaba:Kulungilemabangeniswe

(Okayletthem in)



KingZwe:Hayikalokuayihambinjalo,

wenaulindwendweaphaawuzusixelela

ubasithini(noitdoesn’tworklikethat,

youareavisitorheresoyouwillnottell

uswhattodo)

KingNqaba:Ndiyaxolisakumkani

ndiphethweyidyudyunjewena(my

apologiesmykingam justnervous)

Thekingsdidn’tanswertheywentout

andopenedthedoorsfortheZulu

people.Theywerealsotakentothe

sameroom wheretheamaMfengu

peoplewere.

KingZwe:Nowcanyoupleasetellus

whatbringsyouherethisday?



Uncle:OurprinceNtsikayomuziZulu

sawadelicateflowerinyourgardenand

hassentustopickitforhim.Thatis

whyweareheretoday.

King:Isee,wellthesepeoplethatyou

seeinfrontofyouarehereforthesame

reason.

Uncle:Thenit’sclearthatthefloweris

delicateandveryrareifalotofpeople

seekforit.

Zwelinzima:Indeed!Nowherewhena

situationlikethisarisesweletthe

flowerbetheonetopickorshallIsayto

telluswhichpeoplesheisawareof.

KingNqaba:IndeedThatishowthings

aredoneandIam morethansurethat



theprincessknowsusandwillnever

turndownsuchhonor(hesaidwith

suchpride)

KingZwe:Wellthereisonlyonethingto

doandthatistocalltheprincessand

telluswhichofyoupeoplesheknows

sothattheproceedingscancontinue

withthefamilythatsheadmitsto

knowing.

KingNqaba:Thatwouldbebestmyking

(KingZwewentoutandcalledhisqueen

andtoldhertobringtheirprincess,the

queenwentandgotZasemboandthey

wenttotheguestchamberwhereshe

satonthegrassmatwithherhead

bowed.



KingZwe:Myprincessweareina

predicamenthere.

Zasembo:Yesfather.

KingZwe:Wehavetwofamiliesinthis

room,theonearefrom amaMfengu

kingdom andtheycametoaskforyour

handinmarriagefortheirprinceXhanti.

AndtheotherfamilyistheManzini

peoplealsohereforyourhandin

marriagefortheirprinceNtsikayomuzi

astheysaid.Nowasyouknowthatwe

can’tnegotiatewithtwofamiliesforone

person,soam goingtoaskyoudoyou

knowtheManzinipeople?

Zasembo:YesfatherIknowthem.

KingZwe:AndtheamaMfengupeople?



(kingNqabawasalreadypissedatthis

point)

Zasembo:Idonotknowthem father.

KingZwe:Alrightthenyoumaytakeyour

leave(Zasemboleft)

KingNqaba:Whatthehellisthis

Zwelinzima?

KingZwe:Whatdoyoumean?

KingNqaba:Didyoubringusheretoplay

withus?

Zwelibanzi:NowHowdidwedothat

whenyouclearlysawthesepeople

comeinwhileyouwerehere?

KingZwe:Didyouevenheararumorthat



otherpeoplewerecomingheretoday?

KingNqaba:Nobutthesepeoplewilltell

mewhatIneedtoknow.Nowtellme

whodoyouknowhereandhowdidyou

knowaboutthisday?

KingSbani:Am afraidwearenotyour

childrenoryoursavantssoyoucannot

askusanythingandourbusinesshereis

withthekingofthispalacesincethe

princesshasalreadyadmittedto

knowingus.

KingNqaba:OhthisisnotoverZuluking.

KingSbani:Am afraiditisXhosaking.

KingNqaba:NdiliMfengumnahayi

umXhosa(Iam aMfengunotaXhosa)

KingSbani:Idon’treallycaremyking,



nowifyouwillexcuseuswehave

matterstoattendto.

Thekingwasmadashellwhenheleft.

TheZulu’sAndZasembo’sfamily

finalizedthenegotiationsandwere

invitedforafeastandNtsikawasalso

calledinandtheywerelaughingand

talkingabouthowangrytheMfengu

kingseemedwhenheleft.TheMfengu

kingarrivedhomeandhissonfollowed

him tothethroneroom tohearhowthe

negotiationswent.

Xhanti:Fatherhowdiditgo?

KingNqaba:Shedeniedusandchosea

Zuluprince.



Xhanti:What?How?

KingNqaba:Wellthey...(hetoldhim

everything)

Xhanti:ClearlyThatZuluprincedoesn’t

knowwhoXhantiis.

KingNqaba:Don’tdoanythingstupid.

Xhanti:NoIwilljustteachhim howto

respectpeople.(hewentoutandmade

acall)

Convo

Xhanti:Boys!Ineedafavor

Guy:Yesprince

Xhanti:KomkhuluthereisaZuluprince



withhispeople,tailhim untiltheygo

backhome.

Guy:Done!

Xhanti:Great!(hedroppedthecall)

Xhanti:Thisguyclearlydoesn’tknow

whoIam butam goingtoshowhim that

noonemesseswithmeandgetaway

withit.
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BaKoenakingdom



IthasbeenaweeksinceLebotook

Brianandtheyhavebeenworkingday

andnighttofindoutwhohisassociates

are.Ithasbeenarollercoasterride

lookingwithnoluck.Briancoveredhis

tracksreallywellandlookingforwhohe

isinbusinesswithwaslikelookingfora

needleinahaystack.Ithasproventobe

morethandifficulttosaytheleast.They

nowgaveBBQtodothejoband

knowinghershewillfindsomethingin

notime.HoweverLeboisimpatient

becauseKweziwillbebackthis

weekendandhedoesn’twanttohaveto

lieorpretendwithher.Lebohatedwhat

washappening,hehatedthathehadto



useothermeanstoconvincethefather

ofthewomanhelovestoaccepthim.

Lebohasdoneeverythinghumanly

possibletoshowthismanthathe’s

genuinebutheisblindedbyhisgreed.

Hewassittinginhischamberthinking

aboutwhathisfatherwouldhavedone

inthissituation.Yeshisbiologicalfather

wasagoodmanbuthewasneverhome

orhadtimetospendwithhim.Hewas

workinghardtomakesurethattheyhad

aroofovertheirheads,theyhadfoodto

eat,clothestowearandthathegoesto

schoollikealltheotherchild.Lebo

appreciatedthatverymuchbutjustlike

anyotherboyhewishedforatimewith



hisfather.Butthatneverhappeneduntil

thedayhediedintheminesandthen

hismotherfollowedbeingkilledbya

heartattackathisfather’sfuneral.

Nowwhenthekingandqueentookhim

inhethoughthewillhavetoworkextra

hardtoprovehimselfandsecurea

futureforhimself.Hewantedtodothis

becausehehasseenhowchildrenwho

don’tlivewiththeirparentswerebeing

treatedbytheirrelativesandwhathe

fearedwasthatthekingandqueenwere

notevenhisrelativesthatiswhyhe

wantedtoprovehimselfandbegood.

Howeverwhenhegottothepalace

thingsweredifferent,hegotworkers



assignedtohim liketheprince,hewas

senttothebestschooljustlikethe

prince,hewaslovedjustliketheprince,

hewasnevertreateddifferentlyfrom

theprinceandprincessinsteadhewas

treatedlikeaprince.

Eventhepeoplearoundthekingdom

respectedhim thesamewaythey

respectedtheprince.Ontheprinces21

birthdaythekingboughthim acar,he

gotalittlejealousandenviouslikeany

otheryoungmanwould.Hisbirthday

cakeaswellandthekingboughthim his

carandthatdayisthedayLeboknewin

hisheartthathedoesn’thavetofitinor

provehimselfbecausehisparentslove



him justthewayheis.Theytreatedhim

morethanhisownparentseverdid,his

motherthequeengavehim hugsand

treatedhim likethebabyofthefamily.

Hisfatherthekingtreatedhim likea

youngprinceandachiefofthelandas

healwayssaid.

Nowthekingwasamanofhiswordand

evenafterdeathhekepthispromiseto

bothhissons.Herememberedtheday

theycamebackfrom initiationschool,

hesatthem downandtoldthem how

menbehaveandtheytreattheirwomen

andthatwhenonewantstomarryagirl

theynotonlymarryingherbutherfamily

aswell.Hetoldthem toalwaysrespect



thefatheroftheirbridesandraisetheir

childrenwithrespect,dignity,discipline

andlove.Healsopromisedthatthe

princewillbethekingofthekingdom

likeitshouldbeandLebowillbethe

chiefrulingtogetherwiththekingas

one.Heneverbelievedthisasthechiefs

werechosenbytheeldersandwere

alwaysmembersofthefamily.

Howeverwhenthekingpassedthe

elderscrownedhim thechiefoftheland

sayingtheywerefollowingtheformer

kingswishes.Nowinasituationlikethis

heneededtohearsomeofthatwise

man’swordsofwisdom and

encouragement.



Tokelo:ManIhaveneverseenyouin

yourheadthismuchinmylife.

Lebo:Whatdoyoumeanandwhendid

yougethere?

Tokelo:youwouldn’thavenoticed

becauseyouweredeepinyourthoughts

andevencryingandIthoughtIshould

justwatchandnotdisturb.

Lebo:ThenWhydidyou?

Tokelo:ItwasgettingdepressingandI

foundmyselfcryingwithfornoreason

becauseIdon’tknowwhatyouwere

cryingabout.

Lebo:Howlonghaveyoubeensitting

thereyousissy?

Tokelo:Foroveranhour!Youcallmea



sissyyetyoutheonewhomademecry

forsomethingIdon’tknow.

Lebo:Yeahyeah

Tokelo:Whatwereyoucryingabout

anyway?

Lebo:Youmeanwhatwerewecrying

about.

Tokelo:Finetellme.

Lebo:WhatFatheralwaystoldus..

Them:Alwaysrespectthegirlsfather.

Lebo:YeahButhowdoyourespect

someonelikeBrian?

Tokelo:HemakesithardItellyou.

Lebo:Youthink!SometimesIwishhe



wasjustanobody

Tokelo:Sothatyoucanterminatehim

right?

Lebo:Youbet!

Reneilwe:HeyGuys!

Tokelo:Myqueen

Reneilwe:Myking(shesmiledathim)

mychiefshebowedherhead.

Lebo:NowIcangetusedtothis

Tokelo:GoodnowgetKwezitodoit.

Lebo:Hahahjealousmuch

Tokelo:Youwish..

Reneilwe:Heydon’tstartwehave

somethingimportanttodiscuss.



Lebo:Pleasetellmeyoufound

something.

Reneilwe:Idid

Tokelo:pleasetellmeit’sillegal

Reneilwe:Itis.

Lebo:Nowplease...

Reneilwe:Noenoughofthatletme

explainandpleasedon’tsayanything.

(thetwonodded)OkayBrianisworking

withtheRussianmobandtheyhave

beenlookingforhim.Accordingtomy

sourcehehadadealtoclosetomorrow

andtheRussiansarecominghere.

Lebo:Here?



Reneilwe:WellnothereinLeSothobut

SouthAfrica.

Lebo:Howthehellarewegoingto

defeattheRussianmob?

Tokelo:Igotyoudon’tworry.

Lebo:Nooffensebrotherbutthisisa

gunfightnotaghostfight.

Tokelo:Waphapha(youtooforward)

Wehaveourownbadasspeoplesame

levelastheRussians.

Reneilwe:Pleasedon’ttellmeabout

UcheandhisNigerianfriends.

Tokelo:Nobabyam talkingabout

Mexicancartel

Lebo:ShitIalmostforgotweworkwith



them!DamnBrianbringontheRussians

andwewilleatthem withTamalesfrom

Mexico.

Reneilwe:Waitaminute!Dowework

withtheMexicancartel?

Lebo:NotjustanyMexicancartelbut

ringleaderofalltheMexicancartels!

Theonetheyallreportto.

Reneilwe:Pleasedon’ttellmeitCarlos

DiabloRodriguez.

Them:Theoneandonly!

Reneilwe:Brianyougoingdownhard!So

whatistheplace.

Tokelo:Takethem foreverythingthey

gotthenoffertorescueBrianbutfora

price.



Reneilwe:Whichis?

Tokelo:GivingMybrotherhisblessing.

Reneilwe:Greatplan,Iwillsortoutmy

sideandyouguysdowhatyouhaveto

dobuttheMexicansmustbehere

tomorrow.

Lebo:Thejetisfueledandreadyforpick

up.

Tokelo:LetmecallourMexicanfriend.

Staytuned...

Pleasepeople,IhavetwopagesandI

needyoursupport,like,comment,

mentionandsharetoasmanypeopleas



youcanandwithevery10sharesIpost

andinsert.Am freeandcandoit.Now

let’sshowsupport.

Stillneedthatinformationonabook

deal,ifyoucanassistdropaninbox.
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Dedicatedtothe5peoplewhoshared.

Mythanksyourmajesties.



Mapula

Mapulawasoutwithherdaughteron

oneoftheirweeklymotherdaughter

dates.Theywenttothegameshop

whereKeabetswegottoplayevery

gameyoucanthinkof,from carracing

togunfightingandweightlifting.She

andhermotherenjoyedthemselvesand

nowtheywereontheirwaytoeatbefore

goingbackhome.Theyheadedtospur

becausetheprincessalsowantedher

facepaintedandthequeenhadno

choicebuttooblige.Theywentinand

theywereshowntheirtableandassoon

astheysatScelowalkedinwithasmile

onhisfaceandapaperbaginhand.He



boughttheprincessthedollhermother

thequeensaidshecouldn’thave.He

knewshewantedthedollbecauseas

usualhewasfollowingthem.

NowwithpeoplelikeSceloorpeople

whosufferwiththesameconditionhe

does,everythingmustbeplanned

properly,everythingmustbetoaT,

everydetailmustbeinplaceandevery

followuptobedone.Whichiswhat

makeshim verygoodinhisjob,bythe

wayheownsacouriercompanyandit’s

doingverywellbecauseofthesystem

hecreatedtomakesurethateverything

runssmoothlywitheveryparcel

deliveredontimewithnodelays.His



customersholdhim athighregardashe

neverfailstodeliver,thatishowgood

heis.Peoplewithhisconditionare

antisocial,theydon’tlikebeingarounda

lotofpeopleandiftheyhappentobein

thatsituationtheyliketomaintain

personalspace.

Theyenjoytheirowncompanyandletin

afewpeopleintheircircle.Whichisa

verysmallandintimatecircleofhand

pickedpeopleforcertainreasons.He

walkedtotheirtablewiththepaperbag

inhand.

Scelo:GoodAfternoonmyqueen.

Mapula:AfternoondearScelo,howdo



youdo?

Kea:HisFineMother!Whathaveyougot

meuncleScelo?

Mapula:Youarenotgettinganything

untilyougreetproperlymyprincess.

Kea:Myapologiesmotheranduncles

Sclelo.Howdoyoudouncle?(Scelo

wassmilingthiswholetime)

Scelo:Iam verywellyourhighness,how

ishermajestydoingthisfineday?

Kea:Ohverywelldearunclemythanks

forasking.Nowwhatdidyougetme?

Scelo:WellIdon’tknowifyouwilllikeit

yourhighnessbutItriedmybesttoget

asuitablegiftforhermajestybecauseI

didn’twanttocometoherpresence



emptyhanded.

Kea:Youmostcertainlyrightdearuncle

andIpromisetokeepyourpresenteven

ifIdonotfancyit.

Scelo:WellThatputsmyheartatease

yourhighness.Youmayopenyourgift.

Kea:OhIthankyou(shehadthe

biggestsmileonherfaceassheopens

it)ohuncleyouhaveoutdoneyourself

thistime.

Scelo:Whyisthatmyprincess?

Kea:WellthisdollisexactlywhatI

wantedandthequeenrefusedtogetit

forme.

Scelo:Ohthat’sunbelievable!



Kea:Tellmeaboutit.

Scelo:Whatwasthereasonfornot

gettingitforyouyourmajesty?

Kea:WellshesaidIhadspentallthe

moneythatIworkedforthisweekand

thatIhadtoworkforanotherthenbuy

thedoll.

Scelo:WellIthinkthatiswisemy

princess.

Mapula:Okayyoutwoam stillhere.

Scelo:Weapologiesmyqueen.Howdo

youdo?

Mapula:Verywellmythanksforasking,

IhavejustorderedformyselfandKea.I



am notsureifyouwilljoinusoryoujust

passing.

Scelo:Itwillbeanhonortojoinyoumy

queen.

Mapula:Verywellthen,orderfor

yourselfwhileImakeacall.

Scelo:Certainlymyqueen.(Mapula

movedawaytomakethecallandKea’s

guardmovedcloserandstoodbehind

her)

MapuladialedNtsika’snumberandhe

pickeduponthesecondring.

Convo:



Mapula:NtsikayomuziwoManzini.

Ntsika:MpandeyomuziwoManzini.

Mapula:WhenwillIlosethattitlesince

therealMpandeisherenow.

Ntsika:YouaretheonlyMpandethe

Manzini’swilleverneed.

Mapula:AndPrincessZasembo?Ihear

congratulationsareinorder!

Ntsika:WellmythanksMpandeyamiand

Zasemboisthemotherofmychildren

andmyqueen.

Mapula:WellThattitlesuitsherwell.

Ntsika:MythanksagainMpande.

Mapula:IcalledforareasonGwabini.

Ntsika:Pleasedon’tgivememoretasks



andbadnews.

Mapula:Myapologiesforbeingthe

barerofbadnewsManzinibutthe

Manziniclansentmewithamessage.

Ntsika:Pleasedon’ttellmetheydon’t

approveofmyqueen.

Mapula:Ohnotheydoandthisisnot

aboutthat.

Ntsika:Ohthankthegods.

Mapula:Youareindangermyprince,

therearepeoplefollowingyouandthey

weresentbysomeonewiththeheartof

vengeance.

Ntsika:WhathaveIdonenow?

Mapula:NothingThatthegodsdon’t



approveof,justbecarefulandtakecare

ofyourself.

Ntsika:WillIneedhelpwiththis?

Mapula:YoumightAndtheonlypeople

whocanhelpyouwiththisonearemy

brothers.Alsoknowthatthisisnota

spiritualfightsobepreparedinall

angles.

Ntsika:MythanksmyqueenandIshall

doasyousuggested.

Mapula:TakecareManzini.

Ntsika:Youtoomyqueen.

TheydroppedthecallandNtsika

thoughtofthedayatthefieldand



thoughtthatitwillbeahotdayinhell

beforehegoesandkneelsinfrontof

thosemenaskingforhelp.Mapulawent

backtothetableandthetwowere

alreadyeatingandtalkinglikethey

usuallydoandScelowasathishappiest.

Mapula:Howisthefoodmyprincess.

Kea:Delightfuldearmother.

Mapula:Wellam glad.

Kea:Howisyourgooddearuncle?

Scelo:Marvelousdearprincess.

Kea:Uncleyoushouldstopfollowingus

andjoinusinstead,itwillbemorefun.

Mapula:Whatareyoutalkingabout

princess.



Kea:Uncleneedshelpandtheywilluse

him todobadthingslikehedidbefore.

(asMapulawastryingtoprocesswhat

theprincessjustsaidNyolodiconnected

withher)

‘Myqueendangerlacksintheshadows

pleasebecareful’shesaid‘isSceloa

dangertous?’Sheasked‘Am afraid

thatisallIcansayatthemoment,trust

theprincess’shesaid‘waswhatshe

saidtrue?’Sheasked‘trusttheprincess

myqueen’

Scelo:Heydon’ttellmeyouthinkwhat

shesaidisthetruth,childrenhavewild

imaginations.PleasetrustmeandifI

wasuptonogoodyouwouldknowby

now.



Mapula:YourightandIdotrustyou.

Scelo:Thankyou,youmustbeexcited

aboutKwezi’sreturn.

Mapula:YesIam (shesaidabsent

minded)

Staytuned...
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Xhantilomziwasinformedbyhisgoons

aboutNtsika’sschedule,wherehelives,

wherehegoestoandwhohisbeen

seeingoverthepastweek.Hisisnowin

DurbantopayNtsikaavisitashecallsit.

Ntsikatodaywasmeetingthewedding

planneratMhlangarocksbecausehe

wantstothrowZasemboasurprise

birthdayparty/engagementparty.His

beenbusywithitforthepastweek

sinceherbirthdayisontheweekend

andZasemboiscomingovertoDurban

tospenditwithNtsika.Hemetupwith

theplannerandwhenhewasdonehe

wenttoRocomamasforsomelunch.

Xhantiwastoldbyhisgoonswhere



Ntsikawasandhemadehiswaythere,

hegotinandsearchedforNtsikawith

hiseyesandfoundhim seatinginthe

tablenearthewindowreadinga

newspaper.Hewalkeduptohim andsat

infrontofhim andNtsikaloweredhis

paperandlookedathim thenwentback

tohisreading.

Xhanti:Youfullofyourselfaren’tyou?

Ntsika:Ungazongisuzelawenala,khona

uhubaniusesofikaungitshileamasinba

ngizihlele?(don’tcomeherewith

nonsense,whoareyoutocomehere

andtellmeshit)

Xhanti:ThenameisXhanti!Prince

XhantilomziofamaMfengukingdom.



Ntsika:AndThatissupposedtofazeme

because?

Xhanti:Yazindiyaqhelekaapha,Jonga

aphawenalankosazanauyithathileyo

ibithenjiswemna,ndim ebekufanele

utshatanayehayiinkwenkweyomZulu.

(youknowam beingdisrespectedhere,

lookherethatprincessthatyoutook

waspromisedtomeandIam theone

shewassupposedtomarrynotaZulu

boy)

Ntsika:That’sfunnybecauseshechose

thisZuluboyherselfandlefttheso

calledMfene(baboon)man.Soaccept

defeatandleavemethehellalone.

Xhanti:WhoareyoucallingMfene?Am

notaMfene(baboon)butaMfengu.



Knowthedifference.

Ntsika:AndwhywouldIbothermyself

withbaboonsreally?

Xhanti:Youdon’tknowwhoIam doyou?

ButworrynotIwillbemorethanhappy

toshowyou.

Ntsika:Kubukekangathiumuntungeze

andlekahlelanangobakuneziMfene

ezihluphaabantubeyihlelele.Angazi

ukuthiabasebenzangeyilwanelaeZoo

bayiyekelekanjaniiphunyukeseyihlupha

abantunje.(itsclearthataperson

cannoteatinpeaceherebecausethere

arebaboonsthatarebotheringpeople.I

don’tknowhowthezooworkersletit

escapeforittobebotheringpeople)



Xhanti:Uzonyawenasanindiyakuxelela!

Ulibambelingatshoningobaumoshe

ongamoshwayokwayeuzobhatala

ngalonto.Ungathiandikulumkisanga(I

willshowyouboyam tellingyou.Mark

mywordsbecauseyoumessedwitha

wrongpersonandyouwillpay.Don’tsay

Ididn’twarm you)hestoodupandleft

butwhenhewasabouttogooutNtsika

shoutedbehindhim.

Ntsika:Ngicelaubuyeleezilwanyaneni

uzobalekisaabantula!Yindawoyabantu

lehayiizilwane.(pleasegobackto

otheranimalsyouwillscarepeoplehere,

thisistheplaceforpeoplenotanimals)

thismadeXhantiveryangry.



Hewentoutandstoodoutsidefora

momenttryingtocalm himselfdown,

thenmadehiswaytothecarandmade

acall.

Convo:

Guy:Bozza!

Xhanti:It’stimetospeeduptheplan

andshowthisZuluprincewhoXhantiis.

Guy:Wearefarfrom beingreadywith

theoriginalplanbutwecando

somethingtotormenthim solong.

Xhanti:Whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Guy:Arson!



Xhanti:GreatButtargethispenthouse

thenmovetotheapartmentherein

Mhlanga.

Guy:Iwasthinkingthecompany.

Xhanti:Wewillmovetothatifhe

doesn’tbackoffafterthesetwo.

Guy:Consideritdone.

Hedroppedthecallandsmiledthinking

abouthowmuchhisgoingtoenjoythis.

Xhanti:Iwillwipethesmileoffyourface

NtsikayomuziZulu.Youdon’tknowwho

Xhantiisbecauseifyoudidyouwouldn’t

messwithme.Youtookwhatwasmine

andyouhavethegutstocallmean

animaltofacenogaal.Youwilleatyour



wordsverysoonandyouwillbegfor

yourlife.IthoughtIwasjustgoingto

teachyoualessonbutyourdisrespect

hasexceededmylimitsandsobe

prepared.Zasembowillbeminelikeit

wasintended.

Ntsikaontheotherhandwasleft

makinghisowncallstohisprivate

detectiveashewantedtobesurewho

hisdealingwithbeforeittoolate.He

dialedhisnumberandhepickedupon

thesecondring.

Robert:Sure!

Ntsika:Ineedyoutodigupsomedirton



someoneandIneedthatinformation

ASAP.

Robert:Name?

Ntsika:Xhantilomzi,hisaprinceof

amaMfenekingdom.

Robert:YoumeanprinceXhantiof

AmaMfengukingdom from Mthatha.

Ntsika:That’stheone

Robert:Iwillgiveyoutheinformation

now,hisrenownedneurosurgeoninthe

countryandalsoSouthAfrica’seligible

bacheloraccordingtoBonamagazine.

Ntsika:Thatisjustwhathewants

everyonetothinkandsee.Whatiwant

isforyoutodigdeep,Iwanteverything

dirtylittlethinghiseverdone.



Robert:Givemetwodays.

Ntsika:Great!

Ntsika:let’sseewhatyoumadeof

baboonprince.Butmywifeisone

personyouwon’tget,Iworkedhardto

getwhereIam andtogetZasembo

wheresheisandIwillbedamnedifIlet

youruinthatforus.IfIhavetoplaydirty

togetyoutobackoffIwillandbelieve

meIhavemorepeopleinmycorner

thanyoucouldevenknow.(hethought

tohimselfaftermakingthatcall)

BaTlokwakingdom:



Tsietsiorganizedaspecialdinnerfor

him andBoitumelo,therewasorchestra

playingandanicetableinthegarden

withthechefmakingherfavoritemeal.

Heboughtheradressandleftitonthe

bedwithanoteforhertowearItand

meethim inthegarden.Hewasa

nervouswrecknotknowingwhat

Boitumelowillsaythistimesinceshe

turnedhim downtwicealreadyinthe

past.Heworehissuitandmadehisway

tothekitchentocheckifeverythingwas

done.

Tsietsi:Chefhowarewedoing?

Chef:Staterisdonemykingandnow

preparingthemain.

Tsietsi:Alrightthenmythanks.



Chef:Mypleasuremyking.

Heleftandwenttocheckinthegarden

ifeverythingwaspreparedandwhenhe

gottherethemaidenwasdoingthefinal

touches.

Tsietsi:It’sbeautifuldearmaidenmy

thanks.

Maiden:It’sapleasuremyking.

Tsietsi:DoIlookOkay?

Maiden:Yesmykingthemadam you

appreciatetheeffort.

Tsietsi:Mythanksdearmaiden.

Themaidenleftandwentbackinside

whileTsietsiwasleftgoingupanddown



thepalacegarden.HewantedBoitumelo

tobehiswifebutifsheturnedhim

downagainthenhewillhavenochoice

buttotakethemaidentheelders

chooseforhim astheyhavelost

patiencewithhim now.Boitumelomade

herwaytothegardenledbythemaiden

thatwasthereearlier.

Maiden:Mykingwehere.

Tsietsi:Mythanksyoumaytakeyou

leaveandtellthechefweareready.

Maiden:Myking(shebowedherhead

andleft.Tsietsiopenedachairfor

Boitumeloandtheysat)

Boitumelo:Thisisbeautifulmyking.

Tsietsi:Am gladyoulikeit.



Boitumelo:Iloveitthankyou.

Tsietsi:Mypleasure

Boitumelo:AreyouAlright?Youdon’t

seem quitelikeyourselfandyouhaven’t

beenforthepastweek.

Tsietsi:It’snothingtoworryaboutam

alright.

Amaidencameandservedthem drinks

andstarters.Theyateoverlight

conversation,theirmainmealcameand

theyatebutBoitumelocouldseethat

somethingwasbotheringTsietsibut

shedidn’tknowwhat.Shedidn’tlike

seeinghim likethisbuttherewas

nothingmuchshecandobecausehe



wasn’tsayinganything.Dessertcame

andtheyate.Tsietsitookoutaringfrom

hispocketandslideitovertoBoitumelo

andshelookedatitandthenhim.

Tsietsi:BoitumeloyouknowIloveyou

andIhavebeenshowingyouhowmuch

eversincewemet.Iwillnotgodownon

mykneeandaskyoutomarrymeasI

havedonebeforeandgotdisappointed.

Iaskyouagainandforthelasttimeto

pleasemakemethehappiestmanand

bemywife,motherofmychildrenand

thequeenofthiskingdom.Marryme

Boitumelo.

Boitumelo:IhavebeensoAfraidof

disappointmentthatIendedup

disappointingyouintheprocess.The



onlypersonwhohastrulylovedme,the

onlyonewhoacceptedmewithmy

flaws,theonlyonewhoneverjudgedme

andtheonlyonewhohasbeenonmy

sidesincedayone.Inevermettohurtor

disappointyoubutIwasjustscaredof

theunknownbutnowam willingtotake

thatrisk.Let’sgetmarriedmyloveand

startourfamily.

Tsietsididn’thearthelastpartbecause

inhismindhealreadyheardanoAm

notreadyandnowhewasthinkingof

howtotellhergoandmoveonwithhis

life.

Boitumelo:DidyouhearwhatIsaidlove?



Tsietsi:YesIdidandIunderstand.

Boitumelo:Thenthisisthetimewhere

youputaringonmyfinger.

Tsietsi:WaitWhat?Didyousayyes?

Boitumelo:YesIdid

Tsietsi:Really!(hewasexcited)

Boitumelo:Yesnowoutaringonit(she

saidwithasmileonherface)

Tsietsi:ohthankyoumylove!Youhave

mademeamanamongstmenanda

kingamongotherkings.Thankyoufor

bringingbackrespecttomeandthis

kingdom.IloveyouBoitumelo.

Boitumelo:Ilovemoremyking.



Tsietsitooktheringandslideitinher

fingerandtookherinhisarmsandspan

heraroundyellingshesaidyesand

Boitumelowasgigglinglikeaschoolgirl.

Themaidensandguardscameand

congratulatedthem andthekingasked

formorechampagneforeveryoneso

thattheycancelebratetogetherasa

familybecausetodaytheygaineda

queenfortheirkingdom.
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Whenachildgrowsupgetting

everythingtheywantit’sdifficultfor

them toacceptwhentheydon’tgetwhat

theywant.Theyfeelentitledto

everythingandalwayswanttomakea

pointthattheyarebetterthanothers,

PrinceXhantiissomeonewhogrewup

gettingeverythingheeverwantedand

evenwhenhegrewuphemadeaname

forhimselfinmedicinebutthatwasnot

enoughpowerforhim.Sohecreateda

gangofotherpowerhungryrichkids



whowantedthingsthatdidn’teven

belongtothem.Inthisgangtherealot

ofpeopleinvolvedsuchastheministers

son,thearmygeneral’sson,the

daughterofthesecretarygeneralofthe

state.Thesonoftherichestwomanin

SouthAfrica,TheIgboprinceofNigeria,

Tswanaprinceandhimself.

Theydohaveotherpeoplethoughbut

theyarenotasrichastheyare,what

makesthem getawaywitheverything

theyhaveeverdoneisbecausetheyare

wellconnectedandtheyfeelinvincible,

becausetheirfathersandmothers

alwayscometotherescue.Xhantiisthe

leaderofthegangsincehestartedit



andhealwaysgetswhathewants.

Ntsikawassittinginhisofficebusywith

paperworkandsortingoutthetrucks

scheduleandmaintenance.Hispersonal

assistantgotintohisoffice.

PA:Am sorrytodisturbMrZulubutI

haveurgentnewstosharewithyou.

Ntsika:Whatseemstobetheproblem?

PA:Siryourhousekeeperjustcalled

sayingthatthehouseisonfire.

Ntsika:What?

PA:Yessir

Ntsika:Whichhouse?

PA:Thepenthousesir.

Ntsika:ThankyouAndpleasetellJohn



totakecareofeverythingIwasdoing

andforwardthosedocumentsforthe

newtruckstoMissMbangainMthatha.

PA:Yessir.

Ntsikatookhisstuffandmadehisway

toTheparkinglot.Gotintohiscarand

drovetothepenthouse,onhiswayhe

calledtheinsurancecompanytomeet

him theresothattheycanassessthe

damageandprocessthepaymentfor

repairs.Hegottothepenthouseand

therewerefirefighterseverywhere,the

policeandtheambulance.Hegot

worriedwhenhesawtheambulance

becausethehousekeeperlivesinthe

cottagebehindthepenthousewithher



children.Helookedaroundforherand

sawherintheambulanceabouttobe

takenawayandhewenttoher.

Ntsika:Mahwhathappenedhere?

Sindy:WellsonIdon’tknow,Iwasinthe

housecleaningwhenSmilocameinand

toldmethebackofthehousewason

fire,Iwenttocheckandthewholeback

from thecottageallthewaytothe

poolsidewasonfire.

Ntsika:Soitdidn’tstartinsidethehouse?

Sindy:Noson.

Ntsika:Okaymahareyouandthekids

Alright?

Sindy:YessonIjustgotburnedonmy

arm whenIwenttofetchmyandthe



children’simportantdocumentsfrom

thecottage.

Ntsika:Alrightmahgotothehospital

andIwillbookyouandthekidsintoa

hoteluntilthehouseisfixed.SolongI

willcallyoursistertostaywiththekids.

Sindy:Thankyouson.

Ntsika:It’sapleasuremah.

Theambulanceleftwiththe

housekeepermahSindy,thefiredida

lotofdamagetothehousebutluckily

noonegothurtexceptformahSindy.

ThefirefighterstoldNtsikathatthefire

wassetdeliberatelyandpetrolwasused

tofuelit.Ntsikatoldthem toemailhim



anofficialreportsothathecanopena

caseandthepolicewhoweretheresaid

theywillbewaitingforhim tocome

whenhegetsthereport.Theinsurance

companyalsodidtheirownassessment

andtoldNtsikathattheywillonlybe

abletopayfor70%ofthedamageand

Ntsikawillhavetopaythe30%.He

agreedandaskedthem tosendhim the

paperworkandtheyleft.

Helookedaroundandthoughtthat

maybeit’snaughtychildrenbuthismind

alwaysendedupwithXhantibuthehad

noproof.Hecalledtoconstruction

companytocleareverythingsothatthey

canstartbuildingagain.Hethencalled



Robertandhepickedupimmediately.

Convo:

Robert:Sure

Ntsika:Manwehavetospeedup

everythingonthisguy.

Robert:Why?Imeanbecauseyougave

methreedaysandthisisonlydayone.

Ntsika:YesIknowbutIsuspectthathe

istheonewhosetfireonmypenthouse

andalmostkilledthepeoplewhowork

forme.

Robert:What?Thisisnotgoodmy

princepeople’slivesareatstakehere.



Ntsika:IknowandthatiswhyIcalled

you,Ineedtoknowwhatam dealing

withhere.

Robert:Whatdoesthismanwantfrom

youanyway.

Ntsika:HeisbitterbecauseIgotthegirl

hewantedandnowhisplayingdirty.

Robert:Howironic!

Ntsika:Whydoyousaythat?

Robert:Becauseyoualsodidthesame

thingyearsagowhenyouwantedthat

Sothoprincess.

Ntsika:Iknowthatbutsheactually

choseme.

Robert:Andshechosethatotherprince



butyoustilldidn’tbackoffnowdidyou.

Ntsika:RobertIdidn’tcallyousothat

youcantakemedownmemorylane.I

needthatinformation.

Robert:Youwillgetitdon’tworry.

Ntsika:Sure.

NtsikathoughtaboutwhatRobertsaid

andrealizedthatXhantimustbefeeling

thesamewayhedidwhenhegot

rejectedbyMapula.Littledidheknow

thatXhantiisjustaspoiltbratwho

alwaysgetswhathewantswhenhe

wantsit,butwhatNtsikadidn’t

understandisifXhantievenknows

Zasembosohedecidedtocallherand



shepickedupaftertworings.

Convo:

Zasembo:Sthandwasami(mylove)

Ntsika:Mylovehowareyou?

Zasembo:Am Alrightbabyandyou?

Ntsika:NotGoodButIwilltellyouwhen

yougethere.

Zasembo:Isitbad?

Ntsika:Wellitdependsonhowyoulook

atit.

Zasembo:Okaythen.

Ntsika:Enoughaboutthat,Iwantedto



askyousomething.

Zasembo:Goahead.

Ntsika:Doyouknowtheprinceyouwere

supposedtogetmarriedto?

Zasembo:Ihavenevermethim,Ionly

sawhispicturesonlinebecausewhenI

heardaboutitIgoogledhim.Whydo

youask?

Ntsika:Iwilltellyoueverythingwhen

yougetherethiseveninganddon’t

worryaboutanythingOkay.

Zasembo:Okaythen,letmefinalize

everythingheresothatIcangohome

andprepareformytrip.

Ntsika:Okaythenbabe,Ican’twaitto

seeyou.



Zasembo:Metoobaby,bye.

Ntsikawasstillsittinginhiscarthinking

aboutthiswhenablackgolf7passed

butthenthedriverreversedthecarand

whenhegottohim hesignaledforhim

toopenthewindowandhedid.Hegave

him aNoteandspedoff,Ntsikaheldthe

envelopeuptoseewhatisinsidebutit

justshowedanotherpaperandhe

openedit.Therewasanotewritten.

DearestZuluprince

ThisisonlythebeginningandIhopeyou

likedyoursurprise.ImeanIlove



surpriseswhichiswhyIstillhavemore

foryou.

Byenow...

X

Ntsika:SoIwasright!Thebaboondid

setfireonmyhouseandjudgingbythe

notehisfarfrom beingdone.NowI

can’tdoanythinguntilIhaveallthe

informationIneedonthisguy,butI

mustsaythatheknowshowtoget

undersomeone’sskin.



Xhantiwasbusycelebratingwithhis

peopleinoneofthehousestheyhavein

Durban.

Xhanti:Ajobwelldoneguys.

Guy:YeahIbetthatguydidn’tseethis

onecoming.

Xhanti:Howcouldhe?Hisjustanidiot.

(theguyslaughed)

Guy:Youshouldhaveseenhisface

whenwedeliveredthatnote.

Xhanti:Priceless!Hahah

Guy:Wheredowehitnext?

Xhanti:Westartedsmallnowlet’sgo

medium thenbig.

Guy:Ohmyam lovingthis,it’sso



exciting!

Xhanti:Iknowyoualwayshadathing

forArsonandthereisstillmoretobe

donethatwillgetyouevenmoreexcited.

Guy:Damnthatprincemessedwiththe

wrongguy.

Xhanti:Yousaidit(hisphonerangand

movedawayfrom theguystoanswerit)

Convo:

Xhanti:Father

Nqaba:Whereareyou?

Xhanti:Am inDurbanfather

Nqaba:WhatareyoudonginDurban?

Xhanti:Ihadsomebusinesstotakecare



offatherbutIshallreturnsoon.

Nqaba:Xhantididyouforgetthatyou

areadoctorthatisoncall24/7and

aboveallyouareaprincewithdutiesto

attendtointhispalace.

Xhanti:NofatherIdidn’tforgetandIwill

callthehospitalnowbutIcan’tcome

backuntilam donehere.

Nqaba:Areyougoingafterthatprince?

Xhanti:Hehastopayfather,hecan’t

justtakewhat’smineandgetawaywith

it.

Nqaba:Pleasekeepitcleanthistime

Xhantiwecan’tbecleaningupyour

messeverytimeyouhavebusiness.

Xhanti:That’swhatparentsarefor!



Cleaninguptheirchildren’smesses.

Nqaba:Xhantiam seriousthiscould

haveconsequences.

Xhanti:WhendoeswhatIdoevernot

haveconsequences?Ihavetogo.(he

droppedthecallandwentbacktothe

guys)

Theypartiedtilllatethentheyfinalize

theirplanforthenextday.Xhantiwas

morethandeterminedtoruinNtsika

becauseaccordingtohim his

disrespectfulandheisnotonetobe

disrespected.Healsowantedtoremind

hispeoplewhoheissothattheydon’t

eventhinkofmessingwithhim.They



finishedwhattheyweredoingaround

midnightandoneoftheguyscalledthe

clubtheyalwaysgotowhentheyarein

Durbanandinnotimeabout20girls

arrivedtogivethem agoodtimeas

usual.Girlsfrom theclubwouldfightto

gotoaprivatepartywiththem because

theypaywellandareverygenerous.

Thepartywentonandtheplanforthe

nextdaywasinplace.

CanNtsikadefeatXhantialone?

Staytuned...
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Day2

NtsikawashavinglunchwithZasembo

andlatertheyaregoingtodinnerto

celebrateherbirthday.Shedoesn’tknow

thatNtsikaplannedsomethingbigger

thanjustadinner,butZasembowas

excitedbecauseshehasnever

celebratedherbirthdaybeforeandthis



toherwasgoingtobespecial.Ntsika

andtheplannerhadeverythingsorted

andnowtheyareputtingthefinal

touchesgettingreadyfortonight.

Zasembo:Mydayalreadyfeelsspecial,

thanksbabe.

Ntsika:Iaim toplease.

Zasembo:AndIappreciateit.Nowwhat

wereyougoingtotellme?

Ntsika:Promisenottofreakout

Zasembo:DoIeverfreakout?

Ntsika:Wellyouareawomanand

womenfreakoutoverthesmallestof

things.

Zasembo:Wellnotme,nowtellmewhat



isgoingon?

Ntsika:WellyourprinceXhantiburnt

downmypenthouse.

Zasembo:HisnotmyprinceandIdon’t

evenknowhim.Waitdidyousayhe

burntdownyourhouse?

Ntsika:That’sWhatIsaid.

Zasembo:HowDoyouknowitwashim?

Ntsika:Welltheotherdayhecameto

mewhileIwaseatinglunchandtoldme

thatIwillpayfortakingyouawayfrom

him.

Zasembo:Iwasneverhistobeginwith.

Ntsika:Iknowbuthedoesn’tseeitthat

way,soyesterdayIwascalledfrom



workandtoldthatmypenthousewason

fireandatfirstIdidn’tsuspecthim until

anotewasdeliveredtome.

Zasembo:Whatdidthenotesay?

Ntsika:Herereadforyourself(hetook

outthenoteandgavetoher.Zasembo

readthenoteandgaveitback)

Zasembo:Thisisbadanddangerous.

Youdon’tknowwhatthisguycouldbe

planningnext.

Ntsika:Iknowandam waitingon

informationonhim sothatIknowhow

todefendmyself.

Zasembo:Didyouinform thepolice?

Ntsika:Theywon’tdoanythingatthis

pointbecauseitseemsthisguyiswell



protected.

Zasembo:Thisisbad,pleasebecareful

Ntsika.

Ntsika:Iwill,Ipromise.

Whiletheyweretalkingandeating

Xhantiwascalledbytheguysfollowing

Ntsikaandtoldthathiswithawoman.

Xhanticametoseewhothewomanis,

hedoesn’tknowZasembofacetoface

andevenwhenhegoogledhernothing

poppedoutbecausesheisnotasocial

mediaperson.Sonowhewantedtosee

whoNtsikawaswithandmaybeuse

thattogetZasembo.Hegottothe

restauranttheywereinandwalkedto



theirtable.

Xhanti:Fancyseeingyouhere.

Ntsika:PrinceMfene.

Xhanti:Iwon’ttoleratethat,lovelylady!

Letmeintroducemyself,mynameis

princeXhantilomziof...

Zasembo:AmaMfengukingdom sonof

kingNqabaandSouthAfrica’s

renowneddoctor.

Xhanti:Hownicetomeetsomeonewho

knowsimportantpeople.Whatisthe

lady’snameifImayask?

Zasembo:ZasemboMbanga.

Xhanti:Youmeanyouarethedaughter

ofkingZwelinzimaandgranddaughter



totheformerkingZwelibanzi?

Zasembo:YesIam.

Ntsika:Youmeantotellmethatyou

cameallthewayfrom Mthathatofight

meforsomeoneyoudon’tevenknow?

Hayiuyimfenengempela(noyouarea

baboonforreal)

XhantigotangrybywhatNtsikasaidbut

hedidn’twanttoshowitinfrontof

Zasembo.Heactuallylikedhow

Zasembocarriesherselfandhowshe

addressedhim,itmadehim proud.

Xhanti:Acallwillbecomingtoyousoon

andIsuggestyoutakeit.

Ntsika:AndwhywouldIdothat?



Xhanti:Trustmeitwillbeinyourbest

interesttopickitup.

Zasembo:PrinceXhantilomzi...

Xhanti:OhhowIlikehowyoucallmy

nameprincessnoonecallsmebymy

fullnameanditisanhonortohaveyou

callmebyit.

Zasembo:Right!AsIwassaying,doyou

mindexcusingus?Iwouldliketohave

mymealinpeaceifyouplease.

Xhanti:Don’tyouwantmetojoinyou

dearprincess?

Zasembo:It’smybirthdayandIwould

liketospenditwiththepersonwho

reservedmytimeatthismoment.

Xhanti:Ohcertainlymyprincess,and



youpleasedon’tforgetthecall.(heleft)

Zasembo:ThisPrinceisuptonogood

andIdon’tlikeit.

Ntsika:Idon’tlikeiteitherandthefact

thatIhavenothingonhim makesme

worryevenmore.

Zasembo:YouneedhelpNtsikayou

can’tfightthisguyalone.

Ntsika:IpromiseIwillgethelpwhenI

needitOkayfornowlet’senjoyyour

specialday.

Zasembo:Yourightwedon’twantthis

guyruiningitforme.Andwhereismy

gift?



Ntsika:yhooHayiwazewaphelaumuntu,

kantiuyibizanganilesiyenzayomanje.

(yhooapersonwillgobankrupt,what

doyoucallwhatwedoing?)

Zasembo:Thisisacouplehavinglunch.

Ntsika:Usuyaphaphakemanje.Kodwa

uzositholaisiphosakhontambamba

umasiphumile.(youaretooforward,but

youwillgetyourgiftatdinner)

Whiletheywerestilltalkingandlaughing

Xhanticamebackandwalkedtothem.

HelookedatNtsikaandsmiled,he

pulledthechairnexttoZasemboand

sat.

Xhanti:Myprincess,Iwouldliketo



apologizeforcominginyourpresence

earlierwithoutagiftforyou.Ididn’t

knowitwasyourbirthdaytoday,sowill

youpleaseacceptmygiftandapology?

(hesaidgivingheraboxandZasembo

tookit)

Zasembo:Mythanksmyprincebutyou

reallydidn’thaveto.

Xhanti:Pleasedon’toffendmebynot

acceptingitIbegofyoumyprincess.

Ntsika:Hayikodwauyadelelawena

Mfeneangekepho.Uyakhohlwaukuthi

humkamiloumthengelaisiphouphinde

umnikephambikwamipho!(noyou

beingdisrespectfulnowbaboon,didyou

forgetthatthisismywifethatyou

buyingagiftforandevengiveittoherin



frontofme)

XhantismilelookingatNtsikaandthen

backatZasemboandwithaserousface.

Xhanti:Am sorrymyprincessImeantno

disrespecttoyouortheprince.

Zasembo:It’sokaymyprinceandI

acceptyourgift.

Xhanti:Mythanksmyprincessplease

openit(Zasemboopeneditanditwas

adiamondnecklace)

Zasembo:It’sbeautifulmythanks.

Pleaseexcuseus.

Xhanti:Verywellmyprincess(hestood

upandfixedhimselfandturnedto



Ntsika)rememberthephonecall.Heleft.

Ntsika:Whywouldyouaccepthisgift?

Zasembo:Becausewedon’twantto

provokehim somemore,rightnowhe

thinkshismakingyoujealousand

winningpointswithmeandthatmakes

him happy.

Ntsika:YourightbutthisisuntilIgetthe

information.

Zasembo:Exactly.

Theycontinuedwiththeirlunchand

talkingcatchingupnotmindingXhanti

atall.Ntsika’sphonerangandthey

lookedateachother.



Zasembo:Areyougoingtoanswer?

Ntsika:No!Idon’twantthatbaboo

takingmoreofourtime.

Zasembo:Yourightandhisannoying

yho,imagineifIhadmarriedthatthing.

Ntsika:HahathenyouwouldbeMrs

Mfene.

Zasembo’sphoneranganditwasher

personalassistantinMthathaandshe

answeredit.Thenherfacialexpression

changed,shedroppedthecalland

lookedatNtsika.

Ntsika:Whatisit?Whatdidshewant?

Zasembo:ShesaystheDurbanbranch

hasbeencallingyoubutcouldn’tfind

yousotheydecidedtocallmeinthe



Mthathabranchandwhentheycouldn’t

findmemyPAcalledme.

Ntsika:Whatisitbabe?(hewasworried)

Zasembo:TheDurbanwarehousedhas

burntdownandfourpeoplediedinthe

fire.

Ntsika:What?

Whiletheywerestillshockedawaiter

cameandgaveNtsikaanotesayinga

mandroppeditoffforhim afew

minutesago.Hetookitanditread.

DearestZuluprince



ItoldyouIhavemoresurprisesforyou

instore.Butworrynotmoreisyetto

come.

Bythewaymywifelooksbeautiful,

pleasetakecareofhertillIwinherback.

X

HereaditandgaveittoZasemboand

shealsoreaditandtheylookedateach

otherdefeated.

Like,commentandshare
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Continuationofday2

NtsikaandZasemborushedtothe

warehouseandindeedthefirehad

damagedtheplaceandonlyastructure

ofwhatusedtobewasleft.Police,

ambulanceandfirefighterswerestillat

thescene.Itwasareallysadthingto

watchasthefirefighterskeptbringing

outtheinjuredvictimswhohadnothing

todowiththewarbutIguessinevery

wartherearecasualtiesandthiswasno



different.Zasembowasveryworried

aboutthisnowandthefamiliesthatlost

lovedonesbecauseofacrazyperson

whocouldn’tacceptthefactthatshe

choseanother.Shethoughtitwillbe

besttogiveherselftoprinceXhantithan

toletanymorepeoplegetinjuredordie

becauseofsomethingshedid.She

reallyblamedherselfforeverythingthat

washappening.

Ntsikaontheotherhandwasveryangry

aboutallthis,hethoughtofwhat

Mpandesaidandnowhehadnochoice

buttoseekhelp,becauseevenifhedid

gettheinformationhisstillhadtoplan

onhowtouseitandhehadnotimeas



Xhantiwasastepaheadofhim.He

lookedatZasemboandsawthatshe

hadtearsinhereyesthatshekept

wipingoff.Hewenttoherandhugged

her.

Ntsika:LookIknowrightnowyou

thinkingthatifyouhadchosenhim none

ofthiswillbehappening.Andyes

maybeitwouldn’tbehappeningbutI’d

ratherloseeverythingIowntohaveyou

bymyside.

Zasembo:ButNtsikathisistoomuch,

peoplearelosingtheirliveshereandit’s

notfunnyanymoreanditneverwas.

Thesepeoplewhodiedheretodaywere

breadwinnersintheirhomesandnow

whataretheirfamiliesgoingtodo.



Ntsika:Remembertheemployeefund

yousuggestedweopenforallstaff?

Zasembo:YesIdo,whataboutit?

Ntsika:WellIopeneditandthose

familieswillgetthesameamountof

moneyeachofthesepeoplegotpaid

everymonthfor5years.

Zasembo:WellThatissomethingbut

whatarewegoingtodoaboutXhanti?

Thismandoesn’tseem likehisgoingto

stop.

Ntsika:Letsgohomeandpreparefor

yourbirthdaydinner.

Zasembo:Howcanwegoandcelebrate

whilethisishappening?



Ntsika:Listen,IhaveaplanandIneed

youtotrustme.

Zasembo:Iwanttoknowwhatyouhave

planned.

Ntsika:Iwilltellyouwhenwegethome.

Nowlet’sgo.

Zasembo:Okay.

Theygotinthecaranddroveoffto

Ntsika’sapartmentinMhlanga.Theygot

thereandZasembowenttotheshower

whileNtsikamadethecallhedidn’t

wanttomake.Itrangafewtimebefore

shepickedup.

Convo:



Mapula:NtsikayomuziwoManzini

Ntsika:MpandeyomuziwoManzini.

Mapula:Iknowwhathappenedandas

usualyoutookyoursweettimetoseek

help.

Ntsika:IknowthatiswhyIcalled.

Mapula:ItoldyouIcan’thelpyouwith

this.

Ntsika:Iknowthat,IwashopingthatI

canspeaktoyourhusbandandbrothers

please.

Mapula:Okaygiveme30minuteswe

areactuallygoingtoBaKoenanowso

whenIgetthereIwillcallyou.



Ntsika:ThankyouandIwillwaitforyour

call.

Mapula:Takecare.

Zasembowasnowbusylotioningher

bodywhileNtsikawenttoshower.They

nowdoneandwaitingforMapulatocall

him back,hisphonerangandhepicked

upimmediately.

Convo:

Mapula:Iam herewithmyhusbandand

brothersandIhavefilledthem inon

whatisgoingon.



Ntsika:OkayThankyou,pleaseputme

onspeaker.

Lebo:Youarealreadyonspeaker

dummy.

Ntsika:Right!LookguysIneedyourhelp.

Thabiso:Andwhyshouldwehelpyou?

Ntsika:LookIknowalothappened

betweenusbutrightnowthisisnot

aboutmenow,otherpeopleareinvolved

andpeoplearedying.

Tokelo:Fine,whatdoyouneed?

Lebo:Nowehaveotherobligations.

Tokelo:wellmybrotherisrightandI

can’tjustleaveeverythingbecauseof

you.



Ntsika:GuyspleaseIneedyourhelp,

thisguyseemstobeprotectedandhis

alreadyburntmypenthouseandmy

warehouseand4peoplediedonthat

fire.

Lebo:FineWhatisthenameofthis

dude?

Ntsika:XhantilomziNyembezi

Tokelo:OkaywewillbeinDurbanintwo

hourssolongwewillgatherintelonhim

anddon’tdoanythingstupid.

Ntsika:Iwon’t.

Lebo:Iwouldn’tcountonitbecause

yoursecondnameisstupid.

Ntsika:IwilltakethatfornowbecauseI

needyoubutafterthatallbetsareoff.



Lebo:Asifyoucanstandachance.

Ntsika:ByeguysIwillgetmydriverto

meetyouattheairportandorganizea

placeforyoutostay.

Tokelo:Seriously?

Ntsika:Yes.

Tokelo:youunderestimateustoomuch,

wedon’tneedanythingfrom youandwe

willfindyouwhenwegetthere.

Ntsika:Iwillkeepmyphoneclose.

Lebo:Hesaidwewillfindyounotcall

you.

Ntsika:Fineandseeyouwhenyouget

here.



TheydroppedthecallandNtsikawas

relievedabitbythis.

Zasembo:Am proudofhowyou

swallowedyourprideandoutother

peoplefirst.

Ntsika:Thankyoucanwegotodinner

now

Zasembo:Yesplease.

Theyleftfordinnerandtheywereboth

relievedthattheywillbegettinghelp

withthis.Xhantiwasbusyplanninghis

nexthitwithhisguysandeverything

wasalreadyinplace.



Willpostday3lateron.
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Day3

ThetrioarrivedinDurbanyesterdayand

theyhavebeenworkingwithReneilwe

akaBBQ.BeforetheyevenleftLeSotho

shehadalreadyfoundoutwhoheworks

withinhisgangandwhotheirparent

were.Whatshewasworkingontillthis



morningisfindingoutwhohasbeen

coveringandprotectingthem.This

morningthetriowashavingbreakfastat

thebalconyoftheirbeachhouse,taking

intheseabreezeandenjoyingawell

preparedbreakfast.

Thabiso:Ican’tbelieveam backina

placewhereIalmostdiedin.

Tokelo:Andaccordingtoyourwifethis

verysameoceanistheonethatsaved

you.

Lebo:Oahlanya(youcrazy)busytrying

tobeallsentimentalheretellinglies

Tokelo:WhathaveIdonenowLebo.

Lebo:That’snothowshetoldthestory.

Tokelo:ThenHowdidshetellit?



(Thabisowaslaughingatthem this

wholetime)

Lebo:Shesaidthataftershereleased

youfrom thetreesinceyouwerethe

monkeyoftheday(thetwoburstout

laughing)shutupam tellingthestory

now.

Thabiso:Okaysorry

Tokelo:Ireallywannahearthis

Lebo:Thenshutupandlisten.Soafter

shetookyoushedidn’thavethesacred

rivertotakeyouforhealingsoshecame

tothisveryoceanandspoketothegods

togiveherpassageandtheydid.That’s

howyouweresaved.Youweredeadboy!

Infactyouareaghost!



Thabiso:Ifam aghosthowdidIFather

theprincess?

Tokelo:Heyleavetheprincessoutofit

manyouweregiventhatchildbythe

BaKoena.

Thabiso:Youalreadyturnedonme?

Lebo:Leavehim hiscrazyMapulaisnot

Marrythevirginfrom theBible.

Tokelo:ButShewasavirgin

Lebo:HowDoyouknow?

Tokelo:ThabisoTellhim shewas.

Thabiso:Youcrazyboysam not

discussingmywifewithyou.

Tokelo:Youscaredofher.



Lebo:Youonetotalkbecauseweall

scaredshitoutofher!Noneofuscan

messwithher.

Tokelo:Ican!

Thabiso:Keepdreaminggreeneyes

Tokelo:Am donewithyoutwo,am going

togetreadyforNtsika’sbaboon.

Hewentinsidetogetreadyandthetwo

followed.Zasemboenjoyedhersurprise

birthday/Engagementpartyandeven

herparentswerethere.Shegotsomany

giftsandshelovedthem all,buttodayit

wasbacktoreality,onethatgoesbythe

nameofXhanti.Theydidn’tknowwhere

hewillhitnextsotheyhadsecurity



guardsinstalledonallwarehousesbut

theyleftthecompanybecausethe

buildingtheyareinhaditsownsecurity.

Theyhadjustfinishedgettingreadyto

gotothebeachhousetheyweretold

aboutbytheguys.Theyleftandin20

minutestheywerethere.

Ntsika:Didtheseguysrentthishouse?

Zasembo:Isn’tittheoneyouwantedto

buyafewyearsback.

Ntsika:YesandIwastoldtheowneris

outofthecountryandit’snotforsale.

Zasembo:Wellthenmaybetheyrented

it,Letsgoin.

Beforetheycouldknockaguardopened



thedoorforthem andtheywentinand

showntowheretoguyswere.They

wenttothem andgreetingswere

exchanged.

Ntsika:YouGuysshouldhavesaidyou

wantedmetorentyouahouse.

Lebo:Whatdoyoutakeusfor?

Tokelo:Whatthehellgaveyoutheidea

thatwerentedit.

Ntsika:Youmeanyouaretheowners?

Thabiso:Youcanbestupidsometimes,

nooffensetoyouprincess.

Zasembo:Nonetaken.InfactIwillleave

youguystoitwhileIgomakelunchfor

everyone.



Lebo:That’sthereasonwepaidlobola

foryou.

Tokelo:NowIcanseethatourmoney

didn’tgotowaste.

Thabiso:Yeah.

Ntsika:Guys!Ipaidlobolanotwe.

Kodwanithiyiminaislima(yetyousay

am thestupidone.Zasemboleftthem

andwenttothekitchentomakelunch

withthechef)

Tokelo:Haishutupyoustillneedus.

Ntsika:Really?

Lebo:Yes.

Ntsika:Fine!(theylaughedathim)



Thabiso:Nowletsgetdowntobusiness,

Lebotellhim whatweknow.

Lebo:Wellwefoundoutthattheguy

workswithreallypowerfulpeople,

peoplewhocangetthingsdone.

Ntsika:Whatkindofpeople?

Lebo:Theonesthatcanmakeaperson

disappearfrom thefaceoftheearth.

Nowheworkswiththelikesofthe

ministersson,thegeneralsson,the

secretarygeneralsdaughterandthatis

justnamingafew.(Ntsika’sphonerang

anditwastheprivateinvestigator)

Ntsika:Ihavetotakethis.(hemoved

awayandanswered)



Convo:

Ntsika:Robert

Robert:Sure

Ntsika:Whathaveyougotforme?

Robert:WellItriedeverythingandcame

upwithnothing.

Ntsika:Whatdoyoumean?

Robert:Hiscleanmanandam sorryI

couldn’tfindanything.Youdon’teven

havetopay.

Ntsika:OkayThanksRobert

Robert:Sure



Lebo:Whowasthat?

Ntsika:TheprivateinvestigatorIalways

useandIhiredhim tolookintothisguy.

Tokelo:Whatdidhetellyou?

Ntsika:Hecameupclean.

Lebo:Whatisthelastnameofthis

Robert?

Ntsika:RobertWilliams

Thabiso:Hispartofhisgroupman,you

havebeenplayed.

Ntsika:Idon’tunderstandhehasalways

beenloyal.

Lebo:Everyoneisloyaltyuntilyoucome

foroneoftheirown.

Ntsika’sphonerangagainandheputit



onspeakerthistimeandeveryone

listened.

Convo:

Ntsika:Yes

Xhanti:Heyprincy

Ntsika:Whatdoyouwant?

Xhanti:Justtoinform youthatanother

surprisehasbeendeliveredforyouandI

hopeyoulikeit.

Ntsika:Whathaveyoudonenow?

Xhanti:YouwantmetotellyousothatI

canruinthesurprise?Never!(he

droppedthecall)



Lebo:Itlookslikeyougotyourselfa

psychoticversionofyourself.

Tokelo:Isecondthat.

Thabiso:NowWhathasheburnt?

Becauseitseemslikethisonelike

playingwithfire.

Ntsika’aphonerangagain,itwashisPA

from workandtheylookedateachother

andsignaledforhim toansweredand

hedid.

Convo:

Ntsika:Angelawhatisup?

Angela:Sirtheofficebuildingisonfire



Ntsika:What?Iseveryonesafe?

Angela:Am notsuresirbutthefire

startedonourfloor.

Ntsika:Am onmyway,didthe

firefightersarriveyet?

Angela:Yessirtheyarehereputtingout

thefire.

Ntsika:Alrightam onmyway.

Hedroppedthecallandstartedpacing

upanddown.

Lebo:Ohhispissingmeoffnow

Tokelo:Metoo

Thabiso:Goseewhat’supandwewill

sortthingsoutthisside.

Ntsikaleftanddrivelikeamadmanto



theofficebuilding.

Lebo:Ithinkit’stimetomeetthis

baboon.

Tokelo:Reneilwealreadyhasalocation

forhim.

Thabiso:Wegonow

Lebo:Whatdowewear?

Thabiso:Businessattiresothathe

doesn’tsuspectathing.

Tokelo:BusinessattireitisandNtsika?

Thabiso:Wepickhim uponourway

there.

Theyagreedwitheachotherandthey

wenttotheirroomstogetchangedand



metupinthediningarea.Theytookfour

oftheirguysalsodressedinsuitsand

leftanotherfouratthehousetoprotect

Zasembowhiletheyareaway.They

droveoffandpickedupNtsikathen

madetheirwaytotheclubwhereXhanti

was.Uponarrivaltheyspottedhim with

hiscrewintheVIPareaandtheymade

theirwaythere.XhantispottedNtsika

comingtheirwayandtoldthegirlsto

leavethem.

Xhanti:Ifitisn’ttheprince!Didyoulike

yoursurprise?

Ntsika:Lovedit.

Xhanti:Goodnowwhatareyoudoing

herewithyourworkers?Whatdidyou

thinkyouaregoingtocomehereand



intimidatemewiththemaninsuits,

really?Hahahohyoufunnyworkers

nogaal!

Lebo:Nohedidn’t!

Tokelo:Hedid

Lebo:PleaseTellmehedidn’t(he

askedlookingatThabiso)

Thabiso:Am afraidhedid.

Lebo:Whatashame!IthoughIwas

goingtosparehim.

Xhanti:Bringitonboy!

Lebo:Didhejustcallmeboy?

Thabiso:Youhavedoneitthistimeman.

Xhanti:Isaidbringitonboy!Whatare

yougoingtodo?



Staytuned...
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Day4

Theguyslefttheclubafterthatscene

withXhantiandwentbacktothehouse.

Xhantiandhiscrewwerelaughingas

theyleft.Theguysdidn’tleavebecause

theywerescaredohnoweknowthey



arenotbuttheydon’tdothingsinpublic.

Theyareroyaltyafterallandhavea

reputationtomaintaineventhough

Xhantidoesn’tseem toknowwhothey.

Buttheyweremorethanhappytoshow

them exactlywhotheyare,theyarenot

disrespectfulafterallastonotintroduce

themselvestoroyaltywhentheyseeone

andtheyhadplannedjusttherightway

tomaketheintroductionstotheprince.

Ntsikawasconfusedastowhythey

wentthereinthefirstplacebecausehe

doesn’tknowhowthebrothersroll.

Theygottothehouseandmadeafew

callstoarrangeeverything.Ntsikaasked

whatthenextstepwasbuttheytoldhim



thathewillfindouttoday.Soafterthat

theywenttheirseparateways.Xhanti

wasreadywithhisnextplananditwas

tobeexecutedtodayandhecouldn’t

waittoseeNtsika’sfacewhenit

happens.Hisboyswerereadyand

everythingwasinplaceandalltheyhad

totonowwasact.Oneofthehotelstaff

knockedonhisdoorandhisguard

opened,shegavehim anenvelopeand

toldhim itwasdeliveredfortheprince

atthefrontseatandheleft.Theguard

wenttoknockonXhanti’sdoorandhe

shoutedalazycomeinandhepushed

thedoorandwentin.

Guard:Myprince.



Xhanti:Yes,Whatisit?

Guard:Thisjustarrivedforyoumy

prince(hegavehim theenvelope)

Xhanti:Whatisit?

Guard:Iholdnoknowledgeofthatmy

princeasIdidnotopenit.

Xhanti:Mythanks,youmaytakeyour

leavenow.

Guard:Mythanksmyprince(hewalked

out)

Xhantitookthebreadknifethatwason

thebreakfasttableandopenedthenote

anditread:

DearestPrinceXhantilomziNyembezi



Youarecordiallyinvitedtoagentleman

dinnerthatisbeinghostedbythekingof

BaKoenakingdom inLeSothoandhis

chief.

Thekinggotwordthatyouwereintown

anddecidedthatitwillbeadisgracenot

toinviteyou.

Wewouldlikeyoutoknowthatthe

inviteisfrom thekinghimself.

Welookforwardtohavingyouthis

evening.



Greatregards,

ThekingofBaKoena

Theaddressoftheeventwasatthe

backofthegoldeninvite.Thismade

Xhantifeelreallyhonoredand

appreciated.Hedecidedtocallhis

fatherandbragtohim aboutthehonor

hehasjustreceived.Hedialedhis

numberandhepickeduponthethird

ring.

Convo:

Nqaba:Myprince.



Xhanti:Father,howareyoudoingthis

finemorning?

Nqaba:Am Verywellmythanks,how

areyou?

Xhanti:Ecstatic!

Nqaba:AndWhatmightbethereason

behindthat?

Xhanti:Doyouknowthekingof

BaKoenainLeSotho?

Nqaba:Ihaveheardofhim yes.

Xhanti:WelltheamaMfenguPrincehas

gottenapersonalinvitefrom thekingto

joinhim onadinnerthatheishosting

tonight.

Nqaba:Isheinthecountry?



Xhanti:Yesheisandam meetinghim

thisevening.

Nqaba:Gorepresentusson,Ihearthe

kingisverywealthyandanalliancewith

him willboostourstandard.

Xhanti:Mythoughtsexactlyfather.

Nqaba:Nowgogetasuitandlook

presentable.

Xhanti:IwillIhavetogonowfather.

Nqaba:Takecare.

HedroppedthecallandXhantiwasall

smiles.Hetookashowerandwentto

gethissuittoprepareforthedinner.His

guysweresortingoutthedetailsforthe



nexthitbuttheyweretomeetthis

eveningastheywillbegoingtogether

becausehewantedthekingtoseethe

kingofpeopleheassociateshimself

with.

Theguysgotacateringcompanyanda

decocompanytogettheplacereadyfor

tonightandtheyalsohadtheirsuits

ready.

Ntsika:GuysHowishostingadinnerfor

aguythathasbeendestroyingmegoing

tohelpwithanything?

Lebo:Itoldyoutoshutupandwatch.

Ntsika:Ireallydon’tgetthisandit

doesn’tsitwellwithme.

Tokelo:Doyouwantourhelpornot?



Thabiso:Becausewecaneasilytakethe

jetandgobackhomeifyouhave

everythingundercontrol.

Ntsika:IdoneedyourhelpbutIjust

don’tunderstandwhywehavetodothis.

Lebo:Thenwatchandsee.

Thehourswentbyandandtheirpeople

from CapeTownandDurbanwerethere

andwerealldressedinblacksuitssome

ofthem weredisguisedaswaitersgoing

aroundservingdrinks.Theywerenow

waitingfortheguestofhonortoarrive.

Oneoftheguardswherewereoutside

cameinandinformedthem thatthey

justarrived.TheycameinandXhanti



lookedaroundlookingpleasedwith

whathewasseeing.Oneoftheguys

whoweredisguisedasawaiterwentto

them andservedthem drinks.

Xhanti:Thekinghastaste,thisisFrench

champagneservedinanItalian

champagneglass.Incredible!

General’ssonBulumkoansweredhim.

Bulumko:IndeedandIcantwaittomeet

theking.

Xhanti:NeithercanI

TheymingledaroundandXhantispotted

Ntsikaandwenttohim.

Xhanti:Zuluprince

Ntsika:Mfeneprince



Xhanti:Youwillswallowthosewords

whenyougetyournextpresent.

Ntsika:Ican’twait(hesaidsarcastically)

Xhanti:WellifIwereyouIwouldcall

mom anddadjusttoseeifeverything

wasalright(hesaidandlefthim

standingandwenttohisfriends)

HewaslookingatNtsikafrom across

theroom asNtsikamadeacallto

kingSbanitofindoutifeverythingwas

okaybuthegothispersonalguestthat

toldhim thatthekingandqueenwentto

checkonthefirethatstartedinthe

farms.Ntsikagotangryandwenttothe

thebrothersintheotherroom andthey



toldhim togobackandhedid.Thegot

everyone’sattentionandtheykeptquiet.

Guard:Goodeveninggentlemen,Iwon’t

takemuchofyourtimebutlet’s

welcomethekingofBaKoenaandhis

chief.(everyonecheeredastheyknewit

wasabouttogodown.Xhantihada

broadsmileonhisfacewaiting)Tokelo

andLeboappearedfrom thebackand

Xhanti’sfacedroppedbuthethought

theyarejusttheking’sbodyguards.

Tokelo:Goodeveninggentlemen,letme

firstintroducemyselfsincesomeofyou

don’tknowme.Iam TokeloMohapison

ofthelatekingLerumoandthecurrent

kingofBaKoenakingdom (Xhantiwas

soembarrassedthinkingabouttheway



hetreatedthem yesterday.Lebotook

thestand)

Lebo:AndIgentlemenam Lebothe

chiefofBaKoenakingdom(afterhesaid

thatallgunspointedatXhantiandhis

peopleeventheguystheythoughtwere

waiterswerepointinggunsatthem.)

Lebo:OhandIforgottomentionthatI

am alsoknownasTerminatorandthe

kinghereisnoneotherthethemighty

ghostsrighthandman.(hesmiled)oh

andIforgottomentiontheoneandonly

ghostsbrotherinlawandtheone

operatinghandinhandwithghostand

hisrighthandmanandofcoursemethe

Terminator.



Bulumko:Youarethedangeroustrio

(hesaidinalowvoicesounding

defeated)

Xhanti:Ifyouarewhoyousayyouare

thenwhereisBBQbecauseaccordingto

myknowledgesheworkswithghosts

now.

Tokelo/ghost:Ohyoumeanmywifeand

queen?Ohokay!Showthem boys(the

guysopenedthecurtainsandahug

screenandReneilweappeared)

Reneilwe:Mykingandchief.

Tokelo:BabyTellmyguestwhoyouare.

Reneilwe:Youqueenofcourseordo

theywantBBQ?



Xhanti:Ifit’syouareherthendo

somethingtoproveit.IknowBBQcan

doanythingfrom anywheresoQueenof

LeSothoshowus.

Reneilwe:Don’treporttoyoubutIwill

showyounow(sheclickedsome

buttonsandXhanti’sphoneandhis

peoplesrangandtheyreachedforthem

andReneilwe’sfaceappearedonallof

them.)

Xhanti:OkayWhatdoyouwant.

Tokelo:Youhavebeenbotheringmy

friendheretheZuluprince.

Xhanti:WellThatisapersonalmatter.

Lebo:Youmadeitpersonalthemoment

youcalledusworkerandcalledmea



boy.

Staytuned...
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LeSotho

Mapulahasn’tbeensleepingwellthe

pasttwodaysasaresultNgwedi

suggestedthatshegoestotheriverto



gettothebottom ofwhatisgoingon

withher.Beforeshecouldgoshewent

toherroom topraisetheancestorsand

askforsafepassageasshewillbe

goingwiththeprincess.Shehasn’tbeen

sleepingwellbecauseshekeepshaving

thesamedream throughoutthenightof

spiritsfightingtogettheirmessage

acrosstotheirlovedonesthroughthe

princess.Buttheproblem isthatthey

aredoingitallatthesametimethatit

openswayforbadspiritstoalsoenter

withoutbeingnoticed.Whichchanges

theprincess’sbehaviorintoan

aggressiveoneandtheonlywaytocalm

herdownisifshegaveherblood.



Butitdoesn’tshowwho’sblooditisthat

sheisgivingher.Thishasbeen

happeningforthepasttwodaysand

whenithappensshewouldwakeupand

gotoherroom andcalluponthe

ancestorstoprotecther.Shewouldfall

asleepinherroom butthemomentshe

doesthedream wouldcomeback,so

shewouldendupstayingupthewhole

nightpraisingandsayingherclan

namesandthatofherhusband.She

wouldburnAfricanincestandprayover

itaskingtheancestorsforherchild’s

protectionandbegthem toshowherthe

dangersthatfollowhersothatshecan

stopitbeforetime.



Alsointhesamedream shealways

seesamantakingtheprincessaway

butinthedream shedoesn’tdo

anythingashetakesheraway.Itislike

shewantstodosomethingbutshecan’t

asshesuddenlyfeelsweaktodo

anythingandresorttocryingastheman

movesfurtherawaywiththeprincess.

Shedidn’twanttobotherherhusband

asheisfarawaytodoanythinganyway,

sotodaysheandNgwediwokeupearly

togotoBaKoena.Ngwedipreparedthe

princesswhileshepackedafewthings

fortheroadandsomesnacksforthe

princess.Theywerenowontheroadto

BaKoenaandshewaslookingoutthe

window.



Theprincesshasbeencallingherfor

sometimenowbutshedidn’tevenhear

herashermindwasfaraway.Ngwedi

shockheralittleandsheturnedand

lookedather.

Ngwedi:Myqueentheprincesshas

beencallingyou.

Mapula:Am sorryprincessmommy

didn’thearyou.Whatdidyouwantto

saybaby?

Kea:Iwantedtotellyouthatallwillbe

wellmotherhewon’tharm mehejust

needshelp.

MapulaandNgwedilookedateach

otherthensheturnedbacktothe



princess.

Mapula:Whoareyoutalkingabout

princess?

Kea:Themanyousaw.

Mapula:ButIdidn’tseeanyman

princess

Kea:Yesyoudid,inyourdreamstheone

Thattakesmeaway.

Mapula:Doyouknowwhoitisprincess?

Kea:YesIdo.

Mapula:Canyoutellmommywhoitis?

Kea:NoIcan’t

Mapula:Whynotmyprincess?

Kea:GrandpasaidIshouldn’ttellyou

andImadeapromise.



Mapula:Whydoesn’tgrandpawantyou

totellme?

Kea:Iwilltellyouwhathesaidonlyif

youpromisenottobeangryatme.

Mapula:IpromiseIwon’tbaby.

Kea:WellgrandpasaysIshouldn’ttell

youbecauseyouhavebecometoo

comfortableandlazy.Hesaysifyou

don’tpickupyoursocksyouaregoing

tolearnthehardway.Mommywhyare

younotpickingupyoursocks?Because

youmakinggrandpaangry.

Mapula:Tellgrandpaam sorryfornot

beingagoodgirlandIwillpickupmy

socksjustlikeyouprincessthen

grandpawon’tbeangryanymore.



Kea:Wellyoushouldneverleaveyour

sockslayingaroundanymorethen.

Mapula:IpromiseIwon’tdoitagain.

Wellwhattheprincessmeantwasthat

hermothershouldpulluphersocksand

stopbeingtoocomfortable.Theygotto

BaKoenaandthequeenmotherwas

outside,shesawtheircardriveinand

droppedthewateringbucketandhurried

tothecar,theprincessgotouthugged

hergrandmother.

Kea:Grandma!(shesaidexcited)

Queen:Myprincess!Howareyoubaby?

Kea:ButgrandmaIhavebeentellingyou

thatam notyourbabyIam mommy’s



baby.

Queen:SowhatshouldIcallyouagain?

Kea:Youcallmeprincess,orgrandpa’s

lightbuthesaysmommywasherlight

butnowshehasswitchedoffthatlight

sonowam thelight.(thequeenlooked

atMapulawithquestioningeyes)

Mapula:Thatiswhyweheremother.

Queen:Whenareyousupposedtogo

there?

Mapula:Earlytomorrowmorning.

Queen:Okaylet’sgoin.(theyallwent

insideandthemaidenbroughtthem

somerefreshments)



Durban:

Xhantiwasscaredforhislifenow,he

knewthatghostisnotlikealltheother

peoplehehasdealtwith.Everyoneinthe

underworldfearedhim andhisteam,not

justfearovernothingbutthemanrules

theunderworldlikeagod.Hekept

lookingatTokelo’seyesandwondering

iftheyarecontactlensesorhisreal

eyes.Thewaytheyshinewhenhe

speaksandthewaytheyjustpullyouin

whenyoulookatthem fortoolonglike

magicalcrystals.

Tokelo:Sonowgentlemenwearegoing

tositdownandreachanagreement.



Xhanti:CanIaskyousomething?

Tokelo:Goahead

Xhanti:Arethoseyourrealeye?Imean

nodisrespectbutIwouldreallyliketo

know.(LeboandThabisowereholding

inlaughterwhileNtsikalookedathim

becausehealsowantedtoaskthat

sincetheyarrived)

Tokelo:Dotheylookfaketoyou?

Xhanti:No

Tokelo:There’syouranswer.Nowtell

mewhatisthereasonforyoutodothis?

Bulumko:Wewantedtoteachthis

princealesson.

Lebo:Whoaskedyou?



Bulumko:Noone

Lebo:Welldon’tcomeheretalkingasif

youfallingoffatree.Hereyouarenot

important,thatbullremainsinyour

fathershouseandyourlittlegangand

hereyourespectyourelders.

LebosaidandBulumkogotangry

becausehecouldseethathewasolder

thanLeboandhereheisdemanding

respect.

Xhanti:Iwantedhim topayfortaking

mywomanfrom me.

Lebo:Wereyouguysdating?

Xhanti:No



Lebo:Didyouknowher?

Xhanti:Onlyhername

Lebo:Isthatreasonenoughforinnocent

peopletolosetheirlives?

Xhanti:Ineverywartherearecasualties

andthiswasnodifferent.

Heshouldn’thavesaidthatbecause

Lebowasinfrontofhim inamatterof

secondsblessinghim withfistafterfist

andeveryonewaslooking.Xhanti’s

peopleweretooshockedtoreachand

SowasXhanti,Lebocaughthim off

guardandhedidn’tgetachancetofight

backasthefirstfistlandedhim onthe

ground.Bulumkoslowlyreachedforhis

gunandshotLebointhearm butbefore



hecouldpullthetriggeragainTokelo

wasalreadybyhissidepickinghim up

from thecouchbyhisneck.

Hiseyesweresparklingashepushed

him againstthewallandliftedhim up

withonehandagainstthewallshocking

thelifeoutofhim.Hisguyswere

shockedbythis,Yestheyknowghost

butneverinthetimetheyhaveworked

forhim havetheyseenhim likethis.He

hastheenergyandstrengthofa

possessedpersonandthatgotthem

afraidtoevengoclosetohim.

Tokelo:YouShotmybrotheryoupiece

ofcrap(hisvoicehadchangedandnow

hespokeinamoreboldandscaryvoice



thatcausethewallsoftheroom toecho

andvibrateashespoke.)

Lebowasbeingattendedtobyoneof

theguyswhoisadoctorintheirteam.

Thabiso:Ifyoudon’tstophim hisgoing

tokillhim.

Lebo:Lethim becausenooneleaveshis

placealive.

Thabiso:Areyousureyouwanttoto

that?

Lebo:100%thesepeoplehavekilleda

lotofinnocentpeopleandtothisday

theirfamiliesdon’thaveclosure,they

havenoideawhathappenedtotheir

lovedonesbecausetheirfathersmade

thebodiesdisappear.Nowit’stheirturn



todisappear.

Thabiso:Alrightthen.

TokelowatchedBulumkoasheloses

hisstrengthandhispulseweakening

underhispalm.Hehadnocontroloverit

becausenowtheghostshadtakenover

allhewasseeingwereallthepeople

thatBulumkokilledandallthefamilies

thatstillcryovertheirlovedonestothis

dayandthosethatstillhadhopethat

onedaytheywillreturn.Notknowing

thattheywillonlyseethem intheafter

lifeagain.Bulumkodiesinghostshand

andhethrewhim acrosstheroom and

stoodtherelookingatascaredXhanti

whosuddenlywantedtopeewhen



lookinginhiseyes.Lebowasnow

bandagedonhisarm,hestoodupand

walkedtoTokeloslowly,hegottohim

andheldhishandwhichhegrabbed

tightlyandkeptinternallyrecitingthe

BaKoenaclannamesuntilhisgrip

loosenedonLebo’shand.

Tokelo:Nowam goingtosaythisonce

andIwon’trepeatmyself,doyou

understand?

Xhanti:YesIdo

Tokelo:Youwillpayforallthedamage

youcausedtothepropertiesoftheZulu

princeandyouwilltransferthemoney

now.



Xhanti:Am sorrybutIcan’tdothat.

Tokelo:Okay,Lebo!

LeboconnectedwithReneilweonthe

coms.

Reneilwe:Chief

Lebo:CleanXhantiout.

Reneilwe:Givemeaminute(shedidher

thingfortwominutesandXhanti’sbank

accountswerewipedclean,hisoffshore

accountsalsowipedcleanthe

kingdom’saccountthatisunderhis

fatherwasalsocleanedthenReneilwe

sentproofonXhanti’sphone)

Reneilwe:DoneChief

Lebo:Great.



HelookedatTokeloandnodded

Tokelo:Lookatyourphone(Xhantitook

outhisphoneandsawandemail.He

openeditandsawalltheaccountswere

wipedclean,hewasnowabrokeman)

Xhanti:Nothiscan’tbetrueno!

Lebo:Ohbutitis.(hesmiledathim)

Xhanti:Noooooo!(hecriedoutloud)

Ntsika:Hahahakantiukhalangathi

humuntuwesifazanehahaha(youcry

likeawoman)hahahwhowouldhave

thought,themightybabooncryinglike

womanhahah.

Staytuned...
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Durban

Richpeopleterntogivetheirchildren

everythingtheyrequireonasilverplatter,

theydon’tteachthem toworkforthings,

theydon’tteachthem toputthemselves

inotherpeoplesshoes.Theyalsodon’t

teachthem humanityandcompassion,

whichiswhymostofthem growtobe



spoiltbratswhoonlycareabout

materialthingsthanpeople.Tothem

thingsaremoreimportantthanhuman

life,statusismoreimportantthan

anythingelse.Sonowwhenthatistaken

awayfrom them theirwholelivesstop,

theydon’tknowwhattodoandthatis

thesamereasonXhantilostitwhenhe

sawthatallthathehadwasgone.

Xhanticriedsomuchthathishead

startedhurting,hedidn’tknowlife

withoutroyaltyorhisteam.Hedidn’t

knowthelifeofpovertyorhavingtowait

forpaydaytohavemoney,hedidn’t

knowanyofthat.

Histeam matesdidn’tcareabout



Xhanti’scries,alltheycaredaboutisif

theyweregoingtomakeitthroughthe

nightortheywillmeetthesamefate

thattheirfriendmet.Thetriowere

havingdrinksmindingtheirown

business.Ntsikawasstillconfused

aboutwhathejustsaw,hedidn’tknow

whatexactlythebrothersareand

curiouslywasgettingthebetterofhim

sohedecidedtoask.

Ntsika:GuysIhaveaquestion.

Lebo:Whatisit?

Ntsika:Whatareyou?

Lebo:Whatdoyoumean?

Ntsika:ImeanwhatareyoubecauseI

don’tunderstand.



Lebo:Am thechiefofBaKoena

Tokelo:Andam thekingofBaKoena.

Thabiso:Andam theprinceofbaTloung

andkingtotherainqueen.

Ntsika:GuyscomeonIknowallthatbut

this,whatIsawheretodayissomething

else.

Lebo:Doyoustillwantourhelporyou

wantustoexplaintoyouhowwedeal

withpestsliketheoneinthelivingroom.

Ntsika:Finethendoityourway.

Lebo:It’snotlikeyouhadachoice.

Theywentbacktothetothelivingroom

andtheguysmorescaredthanwhat



theyalready.

Lebo:Guyspleasechoseyour

punishmentforfollowingMrbaboon

here.

Guy:Youcantakewhateveryouwant

butIwouldliketoliveplease.

Others:Wewouldalsoliketoliveplease.

Lebo:Okayletmemakethecall(he

connectedwithReneilweandshe

cleanedthem allout)

Tokelo:youcanallleave

Lebo:Youcantakeyourdeadfriendwith

youandIhopeyouwilltakethisone

home.



Theguysdidn’thesitatetogetupand

runtothedoorbuttheywereblockedat

thedoorandtheyturnedtolookback.

Lebo:Isaidyoutakeyourdeadfriend

withyou.(theguyswerescaredtotake

him,Yestheykilledalotofpeoplebut

theyhaveneverhadtodealwiththe

bodiesthemselvesbefore)

Lebo:Takehim orbekilledlikehim.

Theyrushedtohim andpickedhim up,

theywereevenvomitingalloverhim

becausetheyhaveneverdonethis

before.

Thabiso:Ntsikayounowhavethe

moneytofixallthedamagetoyour

propertyandpaythevictimsagood



sum.

Ntsika:YesAndThankyousomuchI

reallyappreciateit.

Lebo:Yeahright.

Mapulawokeupearlyinthemorning

andwenttothesacredriver.Shewas

worriedaboutthefactthatherelders

thinkthatshehasdroppedtheball.

Whichshehassomehowbecauseshe

hasbeenbusywithherownlittlefamily

andevenstoppedgoingtotheriver

sinceithasbeenaquietoverthepast5

years.Shegottotheriverandaskedfor

passageanditwasgranted,theeyeof

thegodsKeawasnotafraidbutexcited



aboutwhatwashappening.Theygotto

themysticallandandwerewelcomedby

BahomibabaKoenathesecondrain

queen.

Bahomi:Welcomehomemyqueenand

princess.

Kea:Heyam Keabetwe

Bahomi:Iknowwhoyouareprincess.

Kea:Ididn’tknowtherewassucha

placeunderwaterandIwanttolivehere.

Bahomi:WhenthetimeisRightyouwill

princess.

Kea:CanIgoplaywiththosefishes

Bahomi:hahaokayandtheyarevery

kind.



Kea:Iknow!Theyaretheonesthattold

menotobescaredwhenwecamehere.

Bahomi:Alrightthen(sheleftthem)

Bahomi:Youforgotyourdutiesmy

queen.

Mapula:IknowmyqueenthatIhave

beenlackingbutIthoughtsincethere

wasnodangereverythingwasokay.

Nyolodi:Youthoughtwrong(shesaid

comingbeindher)

Mapula:Am sorrymyqueen

Nyolodi:Thisisnotimetobesorry

come)sheleadthewaytowhereshe

wassittingherprotectorwenttoMapula



andbowedatherfeet.

Nyolodi:Heydon’tcomeandstealmy

protectorhere

Mapula:Iwouldnevermyqueensheis

justfondofme.

Nyolodi:Iknow,childyouhavereally

beenlackingandnowdangerhas

enteredyourhomeandtheprincessisin

danger.

Mapula:Myhomebutwhoinmyhome?

Nyolodi:Closeyoureyesandremember

yourtrainingandallwillberevealed.

Mapuladidastoldandsaweverything,

howthedangerenteredherhomeand



howitpossessedtheperson.Shealso

sawthemanbuthewasnotrevealedto

herwhoitwas.

Mapula:Nomyqueenitcan’tbe(she

wasshocked)

Nyolodi:Hadyoubeencominghereyou

wouldhaveseenthisbeforeithappened,

yourfatherisangryatyou.

Mapula:Iknowmyqueenbutfirstthing

isfirst,wehavetoclosetheprincess

andcaptureherpowersuntilshe’sold

enoughtohandlethem.

Nyolodi:Wedidthesamewithyoubut

youwerestongersotheyshowed

anyway.Whatam afraidofwithherto

thatshedoesn’tcontrolanythingthe



godsdoandthespirits.

Mapula:WhatshouldIdomyqueen

becausesheissoclosetousandmy

husbandohmyqueenpleasehelp.

Bahomi:WewillhelpmyqueenandIwill

gopleadwiththoseaboveustohelpus

withthisbecauseitwillbehardnotonly

foryourbutforyourfamily.

Nyolodi:Thisoneisheretodestroyam

afraidandit’sastepaheadofyou.

Mapula:Iwillfighttoothandnailformy

familymyqueen.

Nyolodi:DoingThatcancostyouyour

marriagemyqueen.



Mapula:Theonlywayforthistoworkis

ifweblockmyhusbandfrom

connectingwithmebecauseisifdoes

connectwithmethenIwillsurelylose

him.

Nyolodi:Gotoyourworkstationand

blockhim onallaspectsandwhenhe

askjusttellhim youdon’tknowbutyou

willfindout.Ngwediwilldoallshecan

todelaytheprocessbutyouhavetoact

fast.

Mapula:Ihearyoumyqueenletmego

andstartwiththeprocess.

Nyolodi:Iwillstartwiththeprincess

eventhoughitseemsshedoesn’tneed

ourprotectionbecauseshehaswon

overalltheanimals.



Mapula:Tryingwon’thurtmyqueen.

Nyolodi:AlrightLetsgettoitthen.

Theywenttheirseparateways,Bahomi

andtheotherqueenwerepleadingwith

thehigherups,NgwediandMapulabusy

ontheblockingassignmentandNyolodi

withprincessKeawhoisprovingtobe

difficult.

Staytuned...
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Thecapital

Peoplewithbipolartype2havethe

followingsymptoms,depression,

psychoticbehavior,aggressionand

hallucinations.Nowifthesepeopledon’t

getthehelptheyneedattherighttime

theygetworseandendupdoingthings

thatlaterdon’tremembereverdoing.

Scelowasgoingcrazybecausehe

hasn’tseenMapulaforalmost4days

now,hehasbeengoingtoherhousebut

theguardskeeptellinghim thattheking

andqueenarenotaroundbutnotgiving



specificsonwhentheywillreturnor

wheretheywent.Hehasbeensleeping

inhiscarnotfarfrom Mapula’shome

butsofarithasbeeninvainbecause

therewasnosignofher.Hethought

thattheonlywaytogetinformationwas

throughhiscousinbecausenowhehad

nootheroptionheneededtoknow.

Hedroveofffrom wherehehasbeen

parkedandwenttohisapartment.Took

ashowerandworecleanclothes.He

thenmadehimselfsomethingtoeatand

satinfrontoftheTVandate.Whenhe

wasdoneheputtheplateinthesink

andtookhisphonefrom thechanger

anddialedKwezi’snumber,itranga



coupleoftimesandshepickedup.

Convo:

Kwezi:Heycuz

Scelo:Heyyou,longtimehowareyou?

Kwezi:Iknowright!Am wellthankyou

howareyou.

Scelo:Am good,soyourboyfriend

keepingyoubusythatyoudon’teven

seeyourcousinanymore.

Kwezi:Ohnohisnotevenhere,hisin

Durbanwiththebrothers.

Scelo:Soyouhavebeenspendingtime

withyourfriend.

Kwezi:NoIhavebeenbusywithwork



eversinceIcamebackandIlastspoke

toherafewdaysago.

Scelo:OkayHowwashome?

Kwezi:Homeishomemannothing

changed.

Scelo:Andmyauntanduncle?

Kwezi:Motherisfinestilllikesshopping

andshesaidtotellyouthatyouoweher.

Scelo:Ialwaysowethatwoman.

Kwezi:YouAndmeboth.ButIleft

withoutseeingyouruncle.

Scelo:Hepulledoneofhisdisappearing

actsagain.

Kwezi:Youknowit,butthistimeitwas

the‘Iwillbebackinanhourcard’



Scelo:Thenhedisappeared

Kwezi:Youknowhim toowell.

Scelo:Itwasnicecatchingupcuzand

don’tbeastrangernow.

Kwezi:OkayIwon’t.

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesanddropthe

call.Scelowasleftthinkofwherecould

Mapulabebuthehadnoidea.

BaTloungkingdom:

KingLetsiandhisqueenhadjustcome

backfrom thepalacedutiesandare

nowsittingintheloungehavingsome

refreshments.



King:Ithinkit’stimeThabisotookover

askingnow,thesedutieswillkillme

beforemytime.

Queen:Iwouldn’tmindgoingawayjust

forametimeandnotworryabout

palacedutiesandthequeenwastaught

wellsoshewon’tneedmethatmuch.

Doyouknowthatshehaseventaken

oversomeofmyduties?

King:ReallyIdidn’tknowthat.

Queen:Yesshehasandshewouldask

metolookaftertheprincessandshe

wouldgo.Iheardfrom thepeoplewe

workwiththatsheisanatural.

King:Ormaybetheyareafraidofher

becausesheistherainqueenhahah



Queen:Hahamykingdon’tdothattomy

daughter,shemightbetherainqueen

butsheknowsroyaltyverywelland

whenshespeaksshecommands

respect.

King:IknowmyqueenIam justjoking.

Queen:Iknowmyking.

King:ohhowImissthelittleprincess.

Queen:Ohthatone,Idon’tthinkshewill

beprincessforlongbecauseeverytime

am withhershewouldaskmetoteach

herhowtobeaqueenlikehergrand

mothers.

King:Thenshewillbekingandqueenof

herownkingdom becauseshewould



askmetoteachherwhatsheneedsto

knowtobecomeaking.

Queen:Hahahohmybaby,Ican’twait

tillReneilwehasachildthenIwillbea

grandmotheroftwobeautifulsouls.

King:AndIpraythatthechilddoesn’t

havepowers.

Queen:Wellthatwouldbealmost

impossiblebecauseallthechildrenof

BaKoenaareblessedwiththem.

King:Yoursonalsohasthem.

Queen:YesButReneilwedoesn’tSoitis

possiblethatherchildmightnothave

them.

King:Ipraysobecausethesepowers

comewithalotofresponsibility.



Whiletheywerestilltalkingtheysmelled

incensecomingcloserandtheynew

thatitwasthechiefpriestcoming.

Queen:Iwonderwhathewantsnow.

King:Whateveritisitbetternotbebad

news.

Queen:YouAndmebothIcan’ttakeit

anymore(thechiefpriestcomeinand

puthisgrassmatonthefloorand

startedchantingtheBaTloungclan

names)

Chief:KetshohoBaTloung,Pedi,

Kgahlatlopo,Nnjapokojwe,Thole,

Pofolo,Namane,Nyamatsana,Lona

basaloyinglelehae,leloyanglelenaheng.



Ketshoholonamaawa.

Hefinishedandstartedgroaninglikea

woundedanimalmakingweirdsounds.

Thekingandqueenwerepatiently

waitingforhim tofinishwhathewas

doingandtellthem whatisgoingon,

theyknewbetterthantodisturbhim.

Heliftedhisheadandlookedatthem

thenshookhishead.

Chief:Mykingandqueen.

King:Talktouseyeofthegods,what

messagedoyouhaveforus?

Chief:It’sbadmykingverybad(he

lookeddownshakinghishead)



King:Tellus.

Chief:Thepalaceisonfiremyking.

King:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Chief:Evilhasfounditswayintothe

palaceanditlivesintheshadowshere

now.

King:Let’sremoveitthenchief.

Chief:Am afraidwecan’tmyking.

Queen:Thenwhocan?

Chief:Ohmyqueen,youspeakasifthe

waysofthegodarelikethoseofus

meremortals.Thisevilcanonlybe

destroyedbytherainqueen.

King:Thatisnotaproblem andam sure

shehasseenitalreadysowedon’thave



toworry.

Chief:Ohyoushouldbeworriedmyking,

infactyoushouldmorethanworried.I

haveamessagepleaseallowmeto

deliverit.

King:Goaheadwiseone.

Chief:Thegodssayyoushouldhavean

openmind,theysaywhatisaboutto

happenissupposedtohappenandthat

youshouldn’tcastblamewhenthetime

comes.

Queen:Thismessageisvaguewiseone.

Chief:Ohyouwillallunderstandwhen

thetimecomes.(hestoodupand

pickeduphisstuffandleft)

King:Whatisthisnow?



Queen:IwishIhadanswersforyoumy

kingbutIdon’t.

BaKoena:

TheguysarrivedatBaKoenathis

morningandtheywerenowresting.The

queenaskedthecheftocookafeastfor

them becausesheknowshowmuch

thosethreeeat.Shesentthemaidensto

gototheirchambersandcallthem to

comedownforlunchinthegarden.The

maidensdidastold,thencameback

andhelpedthequeenwiththesettingof

thetable.Theguyscamedown.Tokelo

withReneilweonhisarm comingfrom



theeastwingofthepalace,Lebo

comingfrom thewestwingandThabiso

comingfrom thesouthwingofthe

palacethatrunsthroughthebackofthe

palace.Nowthepalaceisbuiltlikea

plussign+withtheeastwingoccupied

bythekingTokelo,thewestoccupiedby

thechiefLebo,thesouthoccupiedbyor

reservedforMapulawhenShe’sHome.

Andthenorthiswherethequeen

motherisandalsowherethethrone

room is.Outsideistheguestchamber

thenthestuffquarters.

Theycamedownandlunchwasserved.

Thabiso:QueenMotherWhereismy

wife,Ican’tgetholdofheronherphone



andevenonthehousephone.

Queen:Theyareattheriver,theyleft

yesterday.

Thabiso:Ohokaythen(hedidn’tworry

muchaboutthem beingtherebecause

heknewthatshegoestherefrom time

totime)

Queen:Lebomychild

Lebo:Yesma

Queen:Whenareyougettingmarried

child.

Tokelo:Youcallhim childandexpect

him togetmarried?

Queen:Tokeloshutupam talkingtomy

youngersonherenotyou.



Lebo:Tellhim motherTokeloorata

hokenaditabatsabatho(Tokelolikes

gettinginvolvedinotherpeople’s

business)

Thabiso:HaLebo!Youevenactlikea

childnow.

Tokelo:Tellhim.

Queen:TokeloandThabisoleavemy

sonalone.Tellmamamybabywhenare

yougettingmarriedbecauseIwant

grandchildren.

Lebo:Didyouhearthatgreeneyes?She

wantsgrandchildrensoyouandyour

queenmakegrandchildren.MamaIwill

begettingmarriedbeforeJune.

Tokelo:Isthatso?



Thabiso:Yeshewill.

Tokelo:HaiThabisoyounottobe

trusted,youwerewithmenowandallof

asuddenyouhaveLebo’sback.

Thabiso:WhatcanIsay.

Queen:Aslongasyouwillgetmarried

mybabymamaisproudandyoutwo

(lookingatTokeloandReneilwe)get

meagrandchild.

Reneilwe:hawumama.

Queen:Keng?(what)

Tokelo:Nothing

Queen:Ithoughtso

Tokelomumbledsomething.Mapula



andthequeenswereverybusyinthe

mysticalland.

Mapula:MyqueenIhavegoodnews.

Nyolodi:Whatisit?

Mapula:Thechiefswomaniswithchild

andshedoesn’tknowityet.

Nyolodi:Thatisgoodnewsindeedmy

queenallthatisleftisforthekingyour

fathertoblessourprince.

Mapula:Hewillinduetime.

Nyolodi:Areyoudonewitheverything?

Mapula:YesmyqueenIam onmyside.

Nyolodi:Am donewiththeprincessas

wellbutthetaskthatwilltaketimeis

thatofBahumi.



Mapula:Thehigheruparenoteasyto

pleaseisit.

Nyolodi:No!Whichiswhyyouhaveto

doeverythingthathastobedoneon

timeanddoitrightoryouwillhavethis

beggingtodo.

Mapula:Howlongdoyouthinkitwill

take?Am worriedaboutwhatis

happeningoutthere.

Nyolodi:Don’tworrynothingwillhappen

foraslongasyoubotharehere.The

higherupwon’tletit.

Mapula:That’sarelief.

Shewentandjoinedtheprincesswhere

shewasplaying.Shegottoherandshe



introducedhertothefishes,thestar

fishes,theseahorses,thesquintsand

dolphins.Mapulawasoccupiedtryingto

keepthenamesofallthefriendsher

daughterhasmade.Andshewasalsoat

hermercywhenitcomestohearing

whattheyweresaying.
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Mthatha

Xhantiarrivedhometwodaysagoand

hasbeenavoidinghisfamilyeversince,

hewakesupearlyinthemorningand

leaveforworkthencomesbackhome

lateintheeveningwheneveryonehas

alreadygonetosleep.KingNqaba

observedthisandtoldhimselfthat

todayhewillfindoutwhatisgoingon

withhisson.Hewokeupearlyataround

4Inthemorningandwenttowait

outsideXhanti’schamber.At4:30

Xhantiopenedthedoorandgotthe

shockofhislifeseeinghisfathersitting

there.

Xhanti:Fatheryouscaredme.



Nqaba:That’sWhatyougetforcoming

inandoutofmypalacelikeathief.

Xhanti:SorryFatherButIhavebeen

busyatworkcatchingupontheworkI

missedwhileIwasinDurban.

Nqaba:Wellsonyouaredoingagood

jobcatchinguponavoidingyourparents.

Nowgetinwehavetotalk.

Xhanti:FatherIhavetogettothe

hospital.

Nqaba:Iwon’taskagainXhantilomzi

(hemovedasideandhisfatherwentin.

Heclosedthedoorandwenttositon

thecouchoppositehim)

Nqaba:Nowoutwithit



Xhanti:WithWhatFather?

Nqaba:XhantiIknowyouhavebeen

avoidingmeornotstayinghomelong

enoughformetoseeyou.Nowifthe

meetingwiththekingdidn’tgowellthen

thatisnoproblem wewillgetother

alliances.

Xhanti:FatherIhavedoneitthistime

Nqaba:Whathaveyoudone?

Xhanti:Ohfatherpleaseforgiveme(he

startedcrying)

Nqaba:WhateveritissonIwillfixitlike

IalwaysdoandIforgiveyou.

Xhanti:Nofatherthisisworsethan

anythingIhaveeverdonebefore.



Nqaba:TellmewhatitissonandI

promiseIwillfixit.

Xhanti:FatherImessedwiththewrong

people.

Nqaba:Youalwaysmesswiththewrong

peoplenothingnewinthat.

Xhanti:Butthistimetheytook

everythingandBulumko.

Nqaba:Thegeneral’sson?

Xhanti:Yesfather

Nqaba:Don’tworryhisfatherisarmy

generalandhewillfindhim.Hehasall

theresourcessodon’tworryyourself

aboutthat.

Xhanti:Fatheryoudon’tunderstand



Nqaba:Thenmakemeunderstand

Xhanti

Xhanti:TheykilledBulumkofather!(he

cried)theykilledhim rightinfrontofus.

Nqaba:What?

Xhanti:That’snotall

Nqaba:OhmyGodthereismore?

Xhanti:Theycleanedusallout.

Nqaba:Whatdoyoumeancleanyouout?

Xhanti:Theytookallourmoney,

everythingwehadfrom heretooffshore

accountseverything.

Nqaba:Don’tworrysonIwilltransfer

moneytoyou.



Xhanti:Theyalsocleanedoutyour

accounts(Hesaidlookingdown)

Nqaba:OhXhantiwenzeni(ohXhanti

whathaveyoudone.Hesaidsounding

defeated)

Xhanti:Am sorryfather.

Nqaba:Whoarethosepeople?

Xhanti:Am sorryfatherbutIcan’ttell

youthat.

Nqaba:Ohyouwill.

Hestoodupandcalledtheguards.They

camerunningandbowedbeforehim.

Guar:Myking

Nqaba:Keepandeyeontheprinceand

makesurehedoesn’tgoanywhere.One



ofyoumustgetthecarready.

Guard:Yesmyking.

Oneguardwentandgotthecarready

whilethefourkeptaneyeonXhantias

instructed.

Nqabamadecallstotheparentsofthe

childrenthatXhantiisinthegangwith

andaskedthem foranurgentmeeting.

Theydidn’trefusebecausewhenoneof

them callstheyalreadyknowthattheir

childrenhavedonesomethingstupid

andasusualtheyhavetocleanupthe

mess.Hespecificallyinstructedthem to

comewiththeirchildrenandiftheydon’t

wanttotheymustbringthem byforce



becausetheyhavedonesomething

worsethantheyhaveeverdonebefore.

Theyagreedandsaidtheywillmeetin

anhour.Hegotoutofthehouseand

wenttothecarthenaskedtheguardsto

comewithXhanti.Hedidn’tprotesthe

justwenttothecarandgotinandthe

guarddroveoff.

WhileinthecarNqabacheckedthe

accountsjusttomakesureandindeed

themoneywasgone.Hewassoangry

thathedidn’tevenutterawordtoXhanti,

whowasalsoquietlookingoutthe

window.Hecouldstopseeing

Bulumko’sbodyastheycarriedhim out

ofthereandthatmadehim neverthe



wanttocrosspathswiththekingagain.

WhentheylefttheytookBulumkotoa

mortuaryinDurbanandlefthim there.

Eachonewenttheirseparatewaysand

haven’tspokentoeachotherintwo

days,whichisunusualforthem.The

drivewastensebutitwasn’tlongtill

theygottotheplace,itwasahousein

themiddleofthewoodsownedbythe

General.Thehouseisalwaysguarded

sowhentheygottheretheguards

openedforthem sincetheyalready

knewthem.

Theydroveinandparked,thengotout

andwentintothehouse.Theywerethe

firstonestoarrive,theygotinand



XhantisatdownwhileNqabapoured

himselfaglassofwhiskey.The

SecretaryGeneralarrivedwithher

daughterfollowedbytheministerand

hisson,theGeneralarrivedaloneand

soonalltheparentsweretherewith

theirchildrenexceptfortheGeneralwho

camealone.

General:Whyarewehereandwhereis

myson?

Nqaba:WellIfoundoutthismorning

beforeIcalledyouallthatthesechildren

gotinvolvedwiththewrongpeople.

SecretaryGeneral:Thereisnothingnew

there.

General:YesShe’sright,sowhoarewe



makingdisappearthistime.

Nqaba:Letmefinish,theygotinvolved

withthesepeopleandnowwehave

nothing.

Richparent:Whatdoyoumeanwehave

nothing?

Nqaba:Ican’tevensayit,justlookat

youraccountsandImeanallofthem.

EachonetookoutaniPad,otherstook

outtheirphonesandstartedchecking

theiraccountsonebyone.

General:Whatisthis?

Nqaba:ThatisnotallandIwouldlike

youtositdownforthisoneGeneral.



General:Iwillnotsitdown!Whereismy

son?Didtheykidnaphim?

Nqaba:Notheykilledhim (theGeneral

losthisstrengthwhenheheardthat,he

almostfellbutbalancedwiththewall

andwentdownwithhisbackagainstthe

wall)

SecretaryGeneral:Asifitwasn’tenough

thattheykilledBulumkonowtheyhadto

goandtakeoutmoneytoo.Thisiswar!

General:Idon’tcareaboutwarrightnow,

tellmewheremysonis.

Theguyslookedateachotherandkept

quiet.TheGeneral’sbloodboiledandhe

stoodupandtookouthisgunand

pointedatthem.



General:Ifnoonetellsmewheremyson

isinthenext5secondsam shooting

someone.

Gerald:HisinDurban

General:WhereinDurban?

Gerald:!Themortuary

General:Sendmethenameofthe

mortuaryandthesonsofwitcheswho

didthis.Hesaidandstormedout.

Nqaba:Telluswhodidthis.

Gerald:Am sorrybutIcan’t

Nqaba:Xhanti!

Xhanti:IsaiditbeforefatherIcan’ttell

you.



SecretaryGeneral:Mandybabyyou

knowIcanprotectyouandyourfriends,

Ihavethestateresourcesatmy

disposal,youallhavethesupportofthe

armyGeneral,thesupportortheSouth

Africa’smostrichparents.Wecantake

thesepeopledownallyouhavetodois

telluswhotheyare.

Mandy:Motherwenotrichanymorein

caseyoudidn’tnotice.

SecretaryGeneral:Butwestillhaveour

connectionsandresources.(theother

parentsnoddedinagreementand

MandylookedattheguysAndthey

showednoemotion)

Mandy:ItwastheZuluprincefrom

Durbanandhisfriends.



Nqaba:Whoarehisfriends?

Mandy:Theyintroducedthemselvesas

thekingandchiefofsomekingdom

withanameIcantpronouncebutthey

arealsoknowasghostrighthandman,

hisbrotherinlawandTerminator.

Nqaba:OhmyGod!Whatdidyoudoto

angerthosepeople?

Theytoldthem everythingtheydidto

Ntsikaleadinguptothemeetingwith

thekingandhowBulumkogotshot.The

parentwerefurious,attheirchildrenfor

puttingthem throughthisandthose

peopleastheycalm them forallthey

havedone.Eachonehadtheirphonein



handtryingtoorganizeaplantoget

theirmoneyback.
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BaKoenakingdom

Forthosewhohavefamilymembers

whohavebeenthroughtheprocessof



ukuthwasaastheXhosapeoplecallit.

ButinEnglishit’sthecallingofoneto

servetheancestors,thosepeoplewill

clearlyunderstandthattheancestors

don’tshowyoueverything,sometimes

theyshowyouthingsclearlyandthe

othertimestheywillshowyoubitsand

piecesofitandyouasthehealershould

figuretherestout.Itdoesn’thelpwhen

theonewhoissupposedtobeyour

mentorandtrainerisjealousofyour

powersandendupblockingyoufrom

seeinganything.Itgetsworsewhen

someonelikeScelowhousedyour

kryptonitetoweakenyourabilitiesto

seeatall.Nowthesepeopleonlyblock

youfrom seeingtheirwrongdoingsbut



theydon’thavethepowerortheability

tostopyoufrom seeingotherthings.

ThatwasthereasonMapulacouldn’t

seeScelo’swrongdoing.

Bynowyouallshouldknowthat

Mapula’sweaknessisthesamewater

thatisalsoherstrength,butwhenit

landsinthehandsofthewrongperson

anduseitfortheirowngainitcan

weakenthatpersonsstrengthorblock

them from seeingtheevilthatthe

personusingthewaterpossesses.It

doesn’thelpthatSceloisbipolarthough.

Nowam sureyouwonderinghowScelo

gotholdofthewaterfrom thesacred

river.Wellafterthefirstannualball,they



decidedtohaveoneeveryyear,soon

thethirdannualballScelocamealso

withKwezi’sparentsbutbecauseheis

alwaysfollowingMapulaaroundhesaw

whenwhentheprincesswasheatingup

duringtheballthenMupulatookherto

herroom andgaveherthewaterandthe

princesswaswellinamatterofminutes.

WhenMapulagotoutoftheroom he

wentinandstolehalfthatwater

becauseatfirsthethoughtthatitis

somesortofmedicinethatBaKoenaare

keepingasecretormaybeithadsome

sortofchemicalthatcancureillnesses.

Sohetookasmallsampleofitandgave

totoafriendofhistotestitbuthe



cameupemptyandtoldhim itwasjust

cleanwater.HetheninvitedKweziand

MapulaforlunchandpoisonedKwezi’s

drinkthenwashedhisfacewiththe

waterbeforetheycame.Whentheygot

therehetoldthem hehadalready

ordereddrinksforthem,nowweall

knowthatMapulawassupposedtosee

thattherewassomethingwrongwith

Kwezi’sdrinkbutshedidn’t.Kwezigot

sickwhiletheywerehavingtheirlunch

andMapulatookoutasmalbottlefrom

herbagandgavehertodrinkandshe

wasokayinminutes.Sceloaskedwhat

shegaveherandshetoldhim thatit

wasjustwaterbutheknewthatitwas

notjustwater.Thatiswhenhestarted



usingsmalldropsofthatwaterevery

timehehastomeetwithMapulaand

thatisthereasonwhysheonlysees

shadowsofthemannothingmore.

Therainqueensurfacedfrom theriver

ridingonawaveofwaterlikeasurferin

theoceanridingonthebiggestwave.

Themomenttheysurfacedtheweather

outsidechancedimmediatelyanda

warm butheavydropsofrainstarted

falling.Thistimetherainqueenwaslike

shewasshowingoff,shecameout

wearingashortbobcubedressthathad

pearlsoverit,withanecklacethathada

bigpearlinthemiddlebutwasmade

withsomesortoftwineandonlyhad



thatonebigpearlinthemiddle,onher

headshehadsomethinglikeacrown

madeofseashellsandabraceletwhat

wasalsomadeofthesamematerial.

Shewasholdingsomesortofan

ancientstuffthatrulersofthetwentieth

centuryusedtocarry.

Shewasholdingthestaffononehand

pointingforwardandontheothershe

heldtheprinceonhershoulder.The

princesswasalsodressedmoreorless

likethequeenminusthecrownbutshe

hadsomesortofaheadbandmadeof

therootsfrom thetreesthatgrowunder

waterandanecklacethathadastarfish

inthemiddle,aliveoneifImayadd.The



wavepushedthem towardsthepalace.

Thepeoplethatsawitalongthewayran

fortheirlivesastheyhaveneverseen

such.Farmerswereleftwiththeirjaws

hungopenastheywitnessedtheir

queenandprincessridingonawave

thatranjustaboverooftopsofhouses.

Otherpeoplewerelookingoutthe

windowsandwitnessingthegodsat

play.

Theguardsatthepalacesawthewave

firstandoneraninsidethepalaceto

inform thekingandqueen,whilethe

othersdidn’tknowwhethertorunor

hidebuttheycouldn’ttobothbecause

theyarenotallowedtoleavetheirposts.



Theguardarrivedinthethroneroom

wherethetriowas,hebowedhishead.

Guard:Myking,permissiontospeak.

Tokelo:Granted,Whatisit?

Guard:Mykingthereisabigwave

comingthisway.

Tokelo:Whatdoyoumeanawave?

Guard:Imeanwatermyking.

Thabisojumpedfrom thechairwitha

widesmileonhisfaceandlooked

outsidelikeacrazyperson.

Lebo:OahlanyajwaleThabiso?(areyou

goingcrazynowThabiso)

Thabiso:Noam not.That’smywife

coming.(hesaidgoingoutsideandthe



othersfollowed)

Theywenttothepalacegatejustwhen

thewavewasarrivingwiththequeen

andprincess.

Lebo:Tokelooaloyaausiwahaho

keajwetsa(Tokeloyoursisterisawitch

Itellyou)

Tokelo:She’syoursistertoo

Mapularaisedthestaffandpointed

forwardandthewavemovedright

abovethepalacegatesandThabiso

wasquicktobowtheguardsfollowed

thenTokeloandLebo.Shethenpointed

thestaffonthesideandthewave

stoppedandloweredbringingthem to



theground,themomenttheirfeet

touchedthegrounditmovedaway.The

othersgotupandlookedather,the

princessrantoherfatherandhehugged

herspinningheraround.Mindyouthe

rainhasn’tstoppedandeveryoneout

therewasdrippingwetexceptforthe

queenofcourse.Sheledthewayinside

thepalacewithoututteringawordto

anyoneandtheothersfollowed.

Theygottothethroneroom andshe

tookherseatonherthroneandTokelo

satonherrightandLeboonherleft,

Thabisowasplayingwithhisdaughter.

Mapula:Guardcallamaidenforme



Guard:Rightawaymyqueen(heleft)

Lebo:Mapulaboloikengmarehe?

(Mapulawhat’swiththewitchcraft?

Mapula:ButLeboyouknowitnot

witchcraft

Lebo:It’snotwitchcraftthenwhyisthat

everytimeyouleaveyoucomeback

withsomethingevenmorescarierthan

thelast.

Mapula:OkaythenbrotherIwillkeepmy

witchcraftandnottellyouthegood

newsIhaveforyou.

Lebo:Butyouknowit’sonlywitchcraft

whenyouscarepeoplewithit.

Tokelo:Nowyouchangingyourmind.



Lebo:Shutupgreeneyes(theguard

camebackwiththemaidenandshewas

toldtotaketheprincesstothequeen

mother)

Thabiso:Myqueen,didtheynowdecide

tochangeyourattire?

Mapula:Nomyking,thisisonlyforthe

taskahead.

Lebo:Whatnow?

Mapula:Wehaveawarcomingbutmine

isdifferentthanyours.

Tokelo:Tellusmore.

Mapula:Youthreehaveawarcoming

from theparentsortheyoungmanyou



haddealingswithinSouthAfricasoI

suggestyougetNtsikaheresothatyou

alltogethertofightthisone.

Lebo:Whatdotheywant?

Mapula:Theirmoneybutatthemoment

theyarestilltryingtofindyouall,soI

suggestyouusethistimetoprepare

andsortouttheBrianissueimmediately,

youcan’thavetwowarsatonce

becausetheycanjointforcesand

destroyyou.

Thabiso:Yousaidyouhaveanotherwar

tofightandIwanttofightbyyourside

myqueen.

Mapula:Icanmanageonmyownmy

king,mybrothersneedyoumore



becausethosepeoplehaveresources.

Lebo:Sodowe.

Tokelo:Ijustdon’twanttoworkwith

someonewho’sgoingtobeasking

questionsallthetimeandbeing

annoying.

Them:Ntsika!

Tokelo:Exactly

Mapula:youhavetoworkwithhim,he

andmyhusbandcanattackusing

spiritualpowerswhileyouguysattach

yourownway.Thosepeopleareonly

expectinggunandotherweaponsbut

yourstrongestweaponareThabisoand

Ntsika.



Tokelo:Icanalsousemine.

Mapula:OnlywhennecessarybutIdon’t

wantyouexposingyourself

unnecessarily.

Them:Understood

Mapula:Ialsohavegoodnews(she

smiled)

Thabiso:Whatisit?

Mapula:Mykingit’snotourgoodnews

butitisnonetheless.Tokeloyouare

goingtobeanuncleagain.

Tokelo:Areyoupregnantagain?

Lebo:Thabisodoesn’tshootblankslike

youhahah

Tokelo:OahlanyaLebo(youcrazyLebo)



Thabiso.Myqueenwhatarewe

expectingthistime?

Mapula:Wearenottheoneshavinga

babymykingtheChiefis.

Lebo:What?

Mapula:YesLebo!Kweziiswithchild

andit’sgoingtobeayoungChief.

Tokelo:Ohwowbrother!

Congratulations

Lebo:Didyousayababy?

Mapula:YesLeboababy.

Lebo:Awholebaby!

Thabiso:Kemangahlanyangjwale

hahah(who’scrazynow?)

Lebo:Tokeloam goingtobeaFather



Tokelo:Yesbrotheryougoingtoa

Father

Lebo:Ohmotherwillbesohappy,Hell

am sohappy.Wehavetosortoutthese

peopleandprotectourfamily.

Mapula:That’sthespirit.

Leboranoutthedoorlikeamadman

goingtofindthequeentosharewithher

thenews.
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Youknowbeforesoldiersshipofffor

battletheymakesurethattheir

businessisinorder,theyknowverywell

thattheymayormaynotcomeback.

Theytakemeasurestoensurethattheir

familiesaretakencareof.That’sexactly

whateveryoneinBaKoenawasdoing,

thetriosentwordtoNtsikatobein

LeSothoimmediatelyandheislanding

intowninanhour.Theysaidtheywill

meetwithhim laterwhiletheywentto



thewarehousetosortouttheBrian

issue,itwaslongoverdue.Reneilwe

sentamessagetotheRussianson

Brian’sphonelettingknowthathehas

foundawaytoinfiltrateghosts

organizationandthatheneededtheir

helptoresolvethematter,theydidn’t

wastetimereplayingtellinghim that

theywillbelandingthisevening.

Tokelocalledhispeopleandtoldthem

togetreadytogopickuptheRussians

attheairportintheevening,alsotold

theotherstogoandgetBrianandbring

him tothewarehouse.He,Leboand

Thabisodrovetothewarehousetosort

outBrianandalsosortouttheRussians.



Reneilwewassupposedtocleanthem

outandtakeeverythingtheyown,not

onlymoneybutbusinessesaswelland

transfereverythingtotheirorganization.

Shewastodothiswhiletheyflewto

LeSothosothatbythetimetheyget

theretheyhavesomethingtonegotiate

with.Theygottothewarehouseand

Tokeloexcusedhimselftomakeacall

totheMexicancartelboss,itrangafew

timebeforehepickedup.

Convo:

Diablo:hola(hello)

Tokelo:Hola(hello)



Diablo:Comopuedoayudarte(howcan

Ihelpyou?)

Tokelo:Eltenecesitoaquiestanoche(I

needyouheretonight)

Diablo:Dondeestaelproblema?(what

istheproblem?)

Tokelo:TheRussiansarecominghere

tonight.

Diablo:Sendthejetweareonourway.

Tokelo:It’salreadyinitswaytoMexico

aswespeak.

Cartel-boss:Boeno(good)

Hedroppedthecallandwentback

inside,Brianwasbroughtinandthey



tookhim totheback.Theygotinand

satlookingathim.

Brian:Boystellmehowlongareyou

planningonkeepingmehere?

Lebo:Ohnowearenotkeepingyou

anymore,youaregoinghometonight.

Brian:Finallyyoucametoyoursenses

(hesmiled)

Lebo:Doyouknowthatyouaregoingto

beagrandpanow?

Brian:Kweziisasmartgirlandshewill

neverbestupidenoughtoletyou

impregnateher.

Lebo:Buthermotherwasstupidenough

getherselfimpregnatedbyyou.



Brian:Don’tyoudaretalkaboutmywife

likethat.

Lebo:NoImeannodisrespectbutme

andyouarethesameandifyourwife

gotpregnantbyyouwhycan’tyour

daughterbeimpregnatedbyme?

Brian:NoKweziisnotpregnantshe

knowsbetterthantofallpregnantoutof

wedlock.

Lebo:Andwho’sfaultisthat?

Brian:Boyyoucan’timpregnatemy

daughterthencomehereaskingstupid

questions.Am tellingyouthemomentI

getoutofhereyouaredeadandam

goingtomakesurethatanotherman

raisesyourchildforyou.



Lebo:Youdisappointmenowfatherin

law,whatmakesyouthinkIwillletthat

happen?

Brian:Am donetalkingtoyou,nowlet

megohomeit’salreadylate.

Tokelo:Butyoucantleavebeforeseeing

yourRussianfriendsnowcanyou?

(Brian’seyepoppedout)

Lebo:TokeloIthinkheisshockedthat

weinvitedhisfriendshere.

Thabiso:Surelookslikeittome.

Brian:Whatdoyoumeantheyare

cominghere?

Tokelo:Ohtheywillbehereanymoment



now.

Brian:Youdon’tknowwhatyougot

yourselfintoandyourlittlearmyhere

won’tstandachance.

Lebo:YougivetheRussianssomuch

credit,howaboutwewaitandsee.

Brian:Withpleasure.

NtsikaandtheRussianshadalready

beenpickedupfrom theairportby

Tokelo’speople.TheydroveNtsikato

thepalacewhiletheothersdrovethe

Russianstothewarehouse.Theywere

excitedtogettheirhandsonthe

diamondoperationtheyhavebeen

lookingtogetforalongtimenow,little



didtheyknowthattheyhadasurprise

waitingforthem.Theygottothe

warehouseandtocarsstoppedandthe

guysopenedthedoorsforthem,they

weredrivingin6tintedcarsbecause

thereweremanyofthem.Theygotout

withtheirbossinfront,heledthewayto

thewarehouseandtheguysopenedfor

them.Thetrioapprearedfrom theback.

Tokelo:Gentlemanwelcome

Boss:Chtoeto?(whatitthis?Heasked

speakinginRussian)

Tokelo:UverenBrayanon”yasnit(am

sureBrianwillexplain)

Boss:SoyouspeakRussian?

Tokelo:Ofcourseeventhoughit’sthe



mostrudelanguageIhaveeverheard.

Boss:Nowyoubeingdisrespectful,

WhereisBrian?

Tokelo:GuyspleasetellBrianourguests

havearrived.

TheguyswenttothebacktogetBrian,

theyuntiedhim from thechairandput

handcuffsonhim andwalkwithhim to

thefront,theRussianbosssawhim but

wasnotawarethathewascuffed

becauseofthetwoguysthatwere

walkingbesidehim.

Boss:Brian!Tellmeyouhavethepapers

ready.(theguysmovedawayfrom him

andtheRussianssawhewastiedand



theyalldrewtheyguns)

Boss:Yousetusup?

Brian:Ididn’tevenknowyoucoming,I

havebeenhereforovertwoweeks.

Boss:Thatdoesn’tmeananything,you

betrayedme.

Brian:LookIdidnosuchthing,justget

meoutofheresothatwecanhavea

meeting.

Lebo:Thisisanicereunionbutam

afraidthatisnotwhywehere.

Boss:Thenwhyarewehere?

Lebo:Ohwejustwantedtotellyou

Thankyouwenowowneverythingyou



had.

Boss:Impossible!

Lebo:Pleaseshowhim (oneoftheguys

pressedsomebuttonsonthecomputer

andturneditaroundforhim toseeit)

Boss:Nooo!!!Whatareyouwaitingfor

killthem!!Killthem all!!

TheRussiansdidn’twasteanytimeto

shoot,bulletswhereflying.Thabisowas

dodgingbulletstryingtogetholdofa

gunhimselfbutbeforehegottoithe

wasshotonthelegandhefell.Hegot

toagunandleanedagainstthewalland

startedshooting.Bulletswereflyingand

peoplewerefallingonbothsides.There

wasbloodeverywhere,Tokelo’sGuys



tookBrianbacktotheroom andtwoof

them guardedtheroom whileothers

werefightingfortheirlivesoutthere

dodgingbullets.

TheMexicansarrivedatthewarehouse

andtheycouldhearthegunshotsfrom

outsideandtheywentoutofthecar

whilethecartelbossinstructedoneof

hisguystoconnectasmallmissilethey

didastoldandgavetothebossandhe

shotitupintheskyanditexploded.

Everyoneinthewarehousewentout

runningtoseewhatisgoingon.

Diablo:Howcanyoustarttheparty

withoutmeRodrigo?



Rodrigo:BloodyMexican,Ishouldhave

knowyouwerebehindthisDiablo.

Diablo:Yougivemetoomuchcreditmy

Russianfriend.

Rodrigo:Whatdoyouwant?

Diablo:Sinceyoucanseethatyouare

outnumbered,howaboutyoucome

withme!

Rodrigo:Overmydeadbody!(hewas

angry)

Diablo:Thatcanbearranged,Guys!

Hisguysdidn’twasteanytimeshooting

Rodrigo’sGuyswiththehelptoTokelo’s

team,theyfellonthegroundlikeflies.



Theywouldn’tstopshootingandwhen

Rodrigosawthathisleftwithtwo

peoplehespoke,morelikescreamed.

Rodrigo:ENOUGH!!!

Diablo:Didyouchangeyourmind?

Rodrigo:Yes

Diablo:GoodBecauseIthoughtIwould

havetokillyou.Terminatormyman

pleasetellwehavetakeneverything

from thispest.

Lebo:HowDoknowus?

Diablo:That’sWhatIliketohear,Guys

let’sgo.

HisguystookRodrigoandTokelo’s



peopledrovethem backtotheairport.

ThetriowenttothebackwhereBrian

was,Thabisowasalreadybandagedand

thebullettakenout.Brianwassitting

therelookingpissed.

Lebo:FatherinlawIapologizeforthe

hospitalityhere,butyoucanstillgo

hometonight.

Brian:Whatisthecatch?Becauseyou

havealreadytakeneverythingofmine.

Lebo:Orit’ssimple,giveKweziandI

yourblessing.

Brian:ThatisabouttheonlythingIhave

andam notgivingitup.

Tokelo:Lookyouwillgeteverythingthat

wetookbackandallyouhavetodois



callyourdaughterandtellheryougive

heryourblessing.

Brian:AndIgeteverything?

Lebo:Yeseverything.

Thabiso:Butyouonlygetitafterthe

wedding

Brian:Whyafterthewedding

Lebo:Wedon’twantyouchangingyour

mind.

Brian:FineButIwillneedmoneyto

sustainmyfamilytillthem.

Lebo:Notaproblem,youwillget50k

everymonthtilltheweddingwhenyou

geteverything



Brian:Nowyougoingtogivememy

moneyinstallmentslikeAm oneofyour

workers.

Lebo:Takeitorleaveit.

Brian:Fine!

Lebo:NowcallKweziandgiveherthe

goodnews.

TheytookhisphoneanddialedKwezi

thenputitonspeaker,Briantoldherthat

hethoughtabouteverythinglongand

hardandthinksit’sbesttogiveherhis

blessings.KweziwasexcitedandLebo

wasahappyman.Brianwasletgoand

drovetotheairport,hisjetwasstillthere

andheboardedandwenthome.
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Witchcraftandbadspiritsaretwothings

thatcanmakeeventheairaroundyou

feeldifferentandunsettling.Asyou

walkinaplacethattheairisnot

completelypureyoucanfeelit,thehair

atthebackofyourneckstands,youfeel

likeyounotalonebutwhenyoulook

aroundyouseenothing.Thosewhoare

luckyenoughdoseethebadspirits

movingaroundbutam notsurehow

luckytheyfeelwhenthishappens,

becauseonlybythehairstandingatthe

backoftheneckIfeelscaredwithmy

heatpoundingfastasifit’sgoingto

jumpoutofmychest.Howmuchmore

whenyoucanseetheveryreasonforall

that.Anywaysomepeoplearebrave.



TheairatBaTloungkingdom has

changedandhasbecomeexactlyhowI

havedescribed,it’sthatkindofairthat

makesonefeellonelyandtheplaceto

looklikeithasbeendesertedeven

thoughthere’speoplelivinginit.

Thekingandqueenofthekingdom have

notbeengettingalongatall,theyargue

oversmallthings.Itgotsobadthatthey

nowsleepindifferentrooms,thechief

priesttriedeverythingbutheisfailing

becausehedoesn’tknowwhatthe

sourcesis.Yesheknowsit’sbadspirits

buthedoesn’tknowwhotheyhave

takenoverandusingtocauseallthe

havocinthepalace.Mapulasawthis



alreadybutitwasnotyettimeforherto

gotherebuttodayistheday,shewoke

upandpreparedtogotoBaTloung.She

lefttheprincessbehindwithher

grandmother,shejusttoldherhusband

thatitwastimeforhertogoforherown

warandhedidn’thaveaproblem withit

asthiswasdiscussedbefore.

Shedidn’tfeelthedrivetoBaTloung

becauseshecouldalreadyseethatthe

evilalreadydidalotofdamageandhas

alreadypossessedthepersonandnow

startingtotakethesoullittlebylittle.

WhenshegottoBaTloungthechief

priestwasalreadywaitingforheratthe

gate,shedroveinandparkedthecar.



Shedidn’teventakeaguardwithher

andshewasdrivingherselftoBaTloung.

Mapula:MyChief

Chief:Myqueen

Mapula:Whereistheroyalfamily?

Chief:Iwouldn’tcallthem afamily

anymorebuttheyareinside.

Mapula:Bothofthem?

Chief:Nothekingisinthethroneroom

andthequeenissomewhereinthe

palace.

Mapula:Okay,beonstandby.

Chief:Alrightmyqueen.

Sheleftgoingtothethroneroom where



thekingwasandhewassittingonhis

chairlookingdeepinthoughts.

Mapula:Myking(shebowedherhead)

Letsi:Myqueen

Mapula:Howisthekingdoing?

Letsi:Nottoowellmyqueen,alothas

beenhappeningandIfeeluseless

becauseIdon’tknowwhattodo.

Mapula:Thatiswhyam heremyking,to

help.

Letsi:Thatwillbeappreciatedmyqueen.

Mapula:Ihavetowarnyoumykingthat

thismatterisgoingtobedifficultand

youwon’tlikeit.

Letsi:DoWhateveryouwanttodoto



savemykingdom.

Mapula:Mykingyoudon’tunderstand,

YesIwilldoastheGodsinstructedbut

youwon’tlikeitbecauseitinvolvesthe

queen.

Letsi:Howdoesthishavetodowiththe

queen?

Mapula:Thequeenhasbeenpossessed

bytheevilspiritsthathavebeen

hoveringaroundthepalace.Theyfound

herweakandpossessedher.

Letsi:Thatiswhyshehaschangedso

much,youknowshewasevenasking

foryoutobringtheprincessbecause

shesaidshemissedherbutItoldher



thattheprincesswillnotcomehereuntil

thethingsgobacktonormalinthis

palace.

Mapula:Forgivehermyking,it’snother

doingbutthatofthespirits.Theywant

theprincessforherpowersanthey

wantedtousesomeoneclosetoherto

gettoherandfinallytakeherlife.

Letsi:GodsOfourancestorsthisis

serious,doesThabisoknowaboutthis?

Mapula:NoandIwouldliketokeepit

thatwaybecausehisloveforthequeen

willblindhim intonotseeingherwrong

doingsandmightendupfightme

insteadoftheproblem.



Letsi:IhearyoumydaughterandIagree

withyou.Thechiefpriestdidsaywe

havetokeepanopenmindandifIdidn’t

seethechangeinmyqueenIwouldbe

fightingyouaswell.ButIhaveseenhow

muchshehaschangedandImustsay

that,thewomaninthathouseisnotthe

oneImarried.

Mapula:Mythanksforthesupportmy

kingandIaskthatyounotgetinvolved

inthisasitwillputyouindangerand

youmightendupnotlikingwhatis

abouttohappen.

Letsi:Isaidforbetterorworsetothat

womansoam notgoinganywhere.

Mapula:Iam notsayingleavemyking

justthatyoustayoutofharmsway.



Letsi:Thechiefpriestdidsaythatyou

aretheonlyonewhocanstopthissoI

willlisten.Eventhougham scaredfor

youmydaughterbecauseIdon’tknow

theextentofyourpowersorifyouwon’t

gethurtbythosespirits.

Mapula:Ihavedonethisbeforemyking

andIhavealotofsupportfrom

everywhereandIalsohavemyprotector

withmesonothingwillhappentome.

Letsi:Becarefulmydaughter

Whiletheywerestilltalkingtheyheard

someonecallingMapula’snameoutside

andtheystoppedandlistened.Itwas

thedemonpossessedqueenstandingin



themiddleofthepalacesquarewhere

meetingwiththepeopleareheldinthe

royalhouse.ThekingandMapulagot

outofthethroneroom andmadetheir

waytoher,whentheygotclosethey

noticedthatthequeen’seyeswerepure

whitewithnoblockinthem.Theking

wasn’tsurewhethersheislookingat

them orsomewhereelsebecausewith

thoseeyesyoucouldn’ttell.Theking

wantedtogoforwardbutMapulaheld

him bythearm andpulledhim and

stoodinfrontofhim.

Mapula:RememberWhatwetalked

aboutmyking.

Letsi:YesButthat’smywifethere.

Mapula:Thatisnotyourwifeanymore



mykingthatissomethingelse,ademon.

Letsi:Issheevenintheresomewhere?

Mapula:YessheisButyouhavetotrust

meandmoveaside.

Queen:Mapulayouhavenotrespect!I

calledyouhereandyouanswertome

notthisweakthingwhocallshimselfa

king.

Mapula:Youwrong!Idon’tanswerto

demons.(hervoicenowchanged

becausethedemonwasangryandit

spokeinitsownvoicethroughher)

QueenDemon:Wewanttheportaland

thistimewearegoingtogetit.



Mapula:Youwillhavetogothroughme

first.

QueenDemon:WithpleasurebutIwant

tospareyoubecauseyouareweak,you

haven’tbeentotheriverinawhileor

elseyouwouldhaveseenme.

Mapula:Icanstilldefeatyou.

QueenDemon:Noyoucan’tbecauseyou

powersdeterioratedthemomentyou

stoppedgoingtotheriver.Nowyou

don’thavetodiejustgivemetheportal

andjoinmysideandyouwilllive.

Mapula:Nothankyou,Iwilltakemy

chances.

QueenDemon:Verywellthen.



Sheopenedherarmsandwings

appeared.Theywerenotjustanywings

butthatofabat ,shestartedflapping

them andherfeetwereliftedfrom the

groundandshestoodintheair.The

kingsjawdropped,neverinhislifehad

heseenanythinglikethis,hisseen

witchesandtheirwitchcraft.Demons

andtheirdemonicactsbutnothingg

likethis,ashewaslookingatthis

womanwithwingsofabathewondered

ifthiswastheworsehepromisedto

standbyherinduringhisweddingvows.

Hewonderedifhewilleverlookather

thesameagain,healsowonderedifshe

willeverbethesameafterthis.Allthose

hadnoanswersatthemomentandall



holeslefthim,hemovedfurtherbackas

hesawthatthiswasnothinghecould

handle.

Thechiefpriestwasstandingabit

furtherfrom them andwhenhesaw

whatwashappeninghesaidtohimself

‘therewasnowayIcouldhaveseen

this’theworsepartwaswhenhisqueen

grewwingoranevilanimal,thatiswhen

hestartedrecitinghisclannamesand

thoseofBaTloungsaysgodsofmy

ancestorssaveourqueenforwhatIam

seeingisnottheoneyouchosetorule

thiskingdom alongsideourkingbuta

demonandthedevilhimself.Healso

madeanapologytothegodssayinghe



willneverbeabletoassisttherain

queenatleastnotwiththis.

NgwediyabaKoenahaschangedinto

herhumanform andstoodbesideher

queenreadytofight.Whichisanother

thingthatgotthekinglosingallhope,he

hasneverseenMapulafightbuthehas

alsoneverseenanalligatorturnhuman

orhisqueenturntobat.Heevenwanted

tocallhissontocomebutthoughtof

thewarninghegotfrom thequeenand

decidedagainstit.

QueenDemon:Surprisearewe?

Mapula:Notatall

QueenDemon:YouFokkerhavetoact



brave,evenrainqueensareallowedto

bescared.

Mapula:Wellam notandpleaseshutup

now(sheshouldn’thavesaidthatasthe

demoncoveredherselfwiththewings

andwhensheopenedthem aballof

powerfulandstrongwindblewMapula,

Ngwedi,thekingandthechiefpriest

awaylandingMapulaandNgwedionthe

walkofthethroneroom,thechiefpriest

atthegateofthepalacethekingonthe

groundnexttothethroneroom door.

Staytuned...
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Itseemsasthoughtherainqueenis

goingtohaveahardtimewiththisone.

Thekingwasoutafterhegotthrown

awaylandingonthedoorthenthe

ground,hisoldandthebonearenotas

healthyorasfreshastheywerewhen

hewasayoungman.Thechiefpriest



alsotooktimegettingupfrom wherehe

fellonthepalacegateswiththehelpof

theguards.Maidenswerehidingintheir

quarterslookingatwhatwashappening

from thewindowsscaredtogooutside.

Theguardswhoguardedthebackofthe

palacewerealsopeakingfrom behind

makingsurethattheyarenotseenby

anyone.Unfortunatelyfortheonesat

thegate,theyhadnowheretoruntoas

theywerenotgivenanyorderstogo

hide.Yestheywerecuriousaboutwhat

washappeningbutafterseeing

everyoneflyinglikethattheylosthope

andthecuriouslyfewoutthegateand

onlyfearremained.Therainqueenand

Ngwedistoodupfrom wheretheyfell



anddustedthemselvesoffandwalked

towardsthecenterofthesquareto

wherethequeendemonwasstanding.

QueenDemon:WellifIwereyouI

wouldn’thavegottenup.

Mapula:Thenit’sagoodthingthatyou

notmebecauseIwouldstillbeonthe

groundifyouwere.

QueenDemon:Giveustheportalandall

thisgoesawaysimpleasthat.

Mapula:Whatmakesyouthinkthata

motherwillgiveupherchildtodemons

justsothatshecouldlive?

QueenDemon:Awiseonewoulddothat

Mapula:Clearlyam notwiseenough.



QueenDemon:Youwillingtodieandlet

othersdiebecauseofthatcurseyoucall

achild?

Mapula:Iwilldothatandmorejustto

keephersafe.

QueenDemon:Whydoyouthinkitisthat

alldemonsareafterher?

Mapula:YouTellmeBecauseyouare

theonesafterher.

QueenDemon:That’sBecausesheis

oneofus,sheistogototheunderworld

andrulealongsideherrealmotherand

ourqueen.

Mapula:Andshedidn’tgivebirthtoher

because?

QueenDemon:Youasktoomany



questions!Givemeherlocationalready.

Mapula:Findheryourself

QueenDemon:Youknowyoublocked

mefrom pickinguphercent!(she

roared)

Sheflappedherwingsabitandmoved

evenhigherabovetheground.Ngwedi

wasalreadywaitingforactionstanding

infrontofthequeen,shetappedher

shoulderandNgwedilookedbackather.

Mapula:Gettheguardstosafety

Ngwedi:Myqueen(sheleftgoingtothe

gatetolettheguardsknowthatthey

canleavetheirpostsandgofinda

hidingplace)thequeendemonopened



herwingsabouttostrikeMapulabut

shestrikesfirstusingthestuffshewas

holding,releasingafireballthatburnt

theonewingofthedemonanditcried

outinpain.Sheblewwindonthewing

anditstoppedburning.Itthenreleased

alotofbatsgoingstraightforMapula

causingalotofdustywindtoblow

becauseotherswhereontheground

runninglikeratstowardsMapulapicking

updustintheprocess.Whilethebats

wentforMapulathedemonspatsome

greenstuffonbothherwingsandthey

multiplied.Shenowhadthreewingson

eachsidelikeacarobitheangeloflight.

Sheusedtwoofthewingstocoverher



legs,twotocoverherfacefrom allthe

dustandtwotoflywith.Thebatswere

allaroundMapulaandshewasburning

them withfireBallswiththehelpof

Ngwedi.Shesawthateachtimeshe

burnsonethreemorewouldappear

from theashesoftheburntone,they

raisedfrom theasheslikeaPhoenix.

Shedrewherwingsandflewtowards

wherethechiefpriestwasstanding.

Mapula:MyChiefhelpNgwediwiththe

smalbatsandam goingtodealwiththe

bigone.

Chief:Asyouwishmyqueen.

Mapulaflewtowardsthedemonandthe

chiefpriestwenttowhereNgwediwas

tohelpherwiththebats.Theycouldn’t



evenseeproperlybecauseofallthe

dustandNgwediresortedintoturning

backtoheralligatorform tobeonthe

levelofthebats.Shewouldjustopen

hermouthandswallowachunkofthem

whilekeepingtheothersawayfrom her

withhertail.

Thechiefpriestdidn’thavetimetobe

shockedbythetransformationof

Ngwedibecausethebatswerecoming

strong.Hehadaclaypotinhandand

keptsprinklingthebatswiththeMuti

thatwasinsideusinghishand.He

wouldsprinkleonthem andtheywould

turnintoagreenslimyliquidbutthey

didn’tresurrectormultiply.Thismethod



hewasusingwasworkingandsowas

theswallowingthatNgwediwasdoing.

Thebigbatdemonwasstillcovering

herselfwiththewingsandkeptwincing

aseachsmallbatdiedontheground.

Mapulagottoherandthrewafireballat

herrightinhertummyandshesquealed

inpainasthefireballburnther.

Sheuncoveredherfacewhilesheclose

thetummywiththewingsinthemiddle

andwasleftusingtheloweronesto

keepflappingintheair.Shewasusing

thetopwingstofightMapulaandshe

wasusingherstofightbackandprotect

herself.Thedemongotholdofoneof

Mapula’swingsandpulledittowardher



brakingitintheprocess,shethenpulled

itoutcompletelyandMapulacriedin

painasshefellonthegroundbecause

shecouldn’tflywithonewing.Therain

immediatelyfellfrom theskyandstrong

windblewandtheherangelappearedin

themistofthedarkcloudscoming

towardsher.Thenloudbangingsound

thatcausedthegroundtoshake

followedandsoonthepalacegatesof

BaTloungwereonthegroundwith

elephantsrunningthroughthem.

Theycameinandmadeacirclearound

Mapulawhiletheangelwasatthetopof

thecircleshieldingMapulafrom the

Demon.Itwasnotlongbeforeabig



floodcomethroughcarryingthe

BaKoenaalligators,thethreebiglazy

onescamefrom behindalltheothers

withthefallenrainqueensontopof

eachone.Bahomiopenedherarmsand

wingsasbeautifulasthoseofbutterfly

appeared,Letsatsididthesameand

wingsofdragonappearedonherarms,

Nyolodifollowedsuitandwingsofan

Eagleappearedonherarms.Theyall

flappedthem atthesametimelifting

themselvesoffthegroundgoing

towardsthetheangelsandtheystoodin

acirclewhiletheelephantsweredoing

thesamethingontheground.

Theywerenotjuststandinginacircle



buttheywererunningaroundinacircle

surroundingMapula.Therainchanged

from heavyraintohailstorm andbig

rockswherefallingfrom thesky.They

allstartedchanting.

TherainqueenofBaKoena,withthe

powersasstrongattheEagles,the

powerasstrongasthequeenbutterfly,

thepowerasstrongasdragon,aheart

aspureasangel.Raiseandtakethe

poweroftheanimalsthegodsofferto

you.Raisedandleadtheelephantsand

alligatorstolight.Theyallflewdownto

herandthesametimeandcoveredher

withtheirwingsandwhileblindinglight

appearedinthemiddleshootingupthe



skylitonlyoneplacefrom where

Mapulawas.Itblindedthedemononthe

processcausingittolosebalanceand

fallonthegroundnotsofarfrom them.

ThelightshinedbrighterandMapula

cameoutfrom themiddlewiththe

biggestwingsever,theyhadthe

combinationofalltheonesthefallen

queensandangelhad.Thequeensand

theangelhadsacrificedtheirwingsfor

them.Thewingswerebeautifulwithall

thecolorsonthem likethoseofafairy.

Staytuned...

#loveadmin
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BaTloungkingdom

Ifyouwalkintospiritualwarfarewithout

spiritualarmor,youwillbepummeled.

Thisworldisjustmadeupofthingsthat

weperceivewithourfivesenses,

becausethereisanunseenworldthatis

superimposedoverours.Ifwecouldput

onspecialglassesthatwouldallowus

toseetheunseenitwouldsendour

headsspinning.Unfortunatelyforuswe

don’thavethoseglassesbuttherain



queendoesn’tneedthem asshehas

powersfrom upaboveandfrom the

mysticallandthatallowhertoseeand

beabletofightsuchdemons.The

demonwasnotpleasedwithhowthe

angelhelpedMapulaoutwiththewings.

QueenDemon:Howcanyoubetrayyour

ownbrotherlikethat?(hewasreferring

totheangel)

Angel:Youstoppedbeingmyfather

whenyouchosethepowerofthe

underworldthanthekingdom ofyour

father.

QueenDemon:Sohesentyoutodestroy

me?Youknowitwillneverworkdear

brotherbecauseam strongerthanthe

angels.Fathercansendthem allandI



willcontinuetodefeatthem whilehe

watches.

Angel:Unfortunatelythisisnotmyfight

orfather’s.Thatstandingthereiswhat

youhavetodefeat.(hesaidpointingat

Mapula)

QueenDemon:Whatissheandwhyare

youinthebodyofa12yearold.

Angel:Becauseasyouknowitmakes

yourjobeasierwhenyoucanrelateto

thosewhosespiritsyouguide.

QueenDemon:Whatisshe!(heyelled

ashecouldseeMapula’s

transformationgettingcompleteright

beforehiseyes.

Angel:Sheismanythingsand



possessesthepowerofmany,including

humans,animals,thefallenoneandan

angel.

QueenDemon:Noyoulietome!Noone

canaccessthepowerofthefallenlet

alonetransferittoahuman.

Angel:Thengofighther(he

disappeared)

Therainqueenstransformationwas

complete,herwingsandfeettookmany

formsrightbeforeyoureyes.They

wouldturnfrom Eagle,todragon,queen

butterflyandangel.Shefeltthebloodof

eachcreaturerunthroughherveinsas

theychangedbutthentheychangedto



anangelswingsshewouldfeelatpeace

yetpowerful.Shefeltlikeshecantake

ontheworldwiththatmuchpower,she

couldclearlyseeeverydarkspiritinthe

kingdom butwhatshenoticedwasthat

theywereallconnectedtothequeen

demon.Shesawitbesttofocusonthe

bigbatandletNgwediandthechief

priestfocusonthesmalldemonsand

spiritsbecauseastheykillor

vanquishedademonfrom thesmall

onesitweakenedthebigbat.

QueenDemonflappedherwingsandto

therainqueenslevel.Shestoodabit

furtherfrom her.

QueenDemon:Ilostmywingsbecause



ofyougreedyhumans,myfatherdisown

mebecauseofyourkindandnowIwant

togetthepowerIneedandmakea

nameformyselfandtheunderworld.

Butnowyouwanttostopme?Never!

Mapula:Youarethereasonforallthis.

QueenDemon:NowIwillfinishit.

Shewentflyingtotherainqueenand

shegotreadyforafight,shegottoher

andtheyfought.Thedemonwasvery

angrybecausenowherealizesthathe

underestimatedtherainqueenspower.

Hefoughtusingmanydifferentformsof

darkmagicbutnothingseem towork.

Therainqueenismorepowerfuland

eachstrikethedemonthrewathershe

counteractsjustasquickly.



Thekingeventuallywokeupandwas

nowlookathisqueenwhonowhad

morewingsthanwhenhefirstsawher

change.Hedoesn’tknowwhenallthis

happenedandhedidn’tknowwhenand

howMapulatransformed.Hesatthere

withhisbackonthewallofthethrone

room ashewatchwhatusedtobehis

wifethrowingoneballoffireafterthe

otherandhisdaughterinlawcountering

eachonewithwithstonesfrom thehail

thatwasfallingfrom thesky.Helooked

athisgateandhecouldn’tbelievehis

eyeswhenhesawthatItwasonthe

groundandonlyastructureremained.



Hethenlookedatgroundlevelandsaw

elephantssittingandwatchingwhat

washappeningabove.Nowanimals

don’tmovearoundwhenthereisa

storm theysitaroundinoneplaceand

waitforthestorm topasswhilethey

protecttheiryoung.Healsosawthe

alligatorsbutwithanakedeyehe

couldn’tseethefallenqueensasthey

satontoponthem.Hehasneverinhis

lifeseensomanyalligatorsinoneplace.

Mapulastretchesherhandandthestuff

flewtoherandsheheldittightthen

pointedittoher.Itreleasedaballthat

lookedlikeayinandyangofbothfire

andice,whilethedemonwaslookingto

blocktheballsheshinesandlighttoher



eyesthatblindedherandtheballmade

contactwithherbody.

Assoonasitmadecontactwiththeskin

itpenetratedbothfreezingandburning

thedemoninsidethequeen.Thedemon

wasscreamingoutloudleavingthe

queensbodyandtookitsnormalform.

Thequeensbodywentandfelldown

collidingwiththegroundmakingabang

soundasshefell.Thekingwasonhis

feetimmediatelygoingtocheckonher,

herantowhereshewasandpulledher

tothethroneroom.Thedemonwasnow

initsnormaldemonicform,itwasabig

batwithredeyes,bloodshotredeyes

withwingsthathadpointyendsand



corners.ItwentflyingtoMapulaand

theyfought,hekeptstabbingtherain

queenwithhispointysharpwingsevery

chancehegot.

NyolodiconnectedwithMapulathrough

hermindandspoketoher‘youhaveto

getclosertoitMyqueenandholdit

againstyourbodyandmakesureit

doesn’tgetaway,thenrecitethespellto

vanquishitonceandforall’Mapula

headwhatshesaidandpretendedasif

thedemonwasdefeatingandover

poweringher.Thedemongotcloserand

closerburningfireinhishandgotbigger

andbiggerashegotclosetoher.He

wantedtofinishheroffwhenMapula



duckedfrom underhisopenarmsand

heldittightagainstherbody,she

imprisoneditlockingitinwithherwings.

Ittriedmovingandescapingbutshe

heldonfirm.

Thequeenstartedrecitingthewordsto

vanquishthedemon.

Mapula:Forwearenotfightingagainst

fleshandbloodenemies,butagainst

evilrulersandauthoritiesoftheunseen

world,againstthemightypowersofthe

darkworld,againsttheevilspiritsin

heavenlyplaces.

QueenDemon:Stopit!!!!Isaidstopright

now!!!(itwasmovingtryingtofreeitself



from herholdbutitwastootight.(the

rainqueencontinuedtorecitethespell)

Mapula:Thereforeputoneverypieceof

thepurearmorsoyouwillbeableto

resisttheenemyintimeofevil.Then

afterthebattleyouwillbestandingfirm.

Shequicklyletgoofthedemonandit

fellonthegroundasitgotweakerand

weaker.Shewentdownandstoodfirm

infrontofitaskeptchangingforms

from snake,wildcatandbigredeyed

bat.Itwasrollingonthegroundallthis

timechangingformsanditfinallyturned

todustandthemomentitdidallthe

otherbatsaswellturnedtodust.She

walkedovertothechiefpriestand



Ngwedithentooktheirhandsand

movedbackwardswiththem.Sheletgo

oftheirhandsandtookthestuffand

pointedforwardandallthedustblew

away.Shethenwalkedtowherethe

elephantsandalligatorsweresittingand

stoodinfrontofthem.Theystoodup

andbowedbeforehertogetherwiththe

fallenqueens,whentheygotupshealso

wentdownononekneeandbowed

beforethem thengotup.

Shepointedthestufftothegateandall

theanimalsmovedgracefullytowards

thegatesleavingBaTloungkingdom.

Therainqueenwatchedastheywent

away,theelephantswentoutthegate



anddisappeared.Shethenliftedthe

stuffandawaveofwaterappeared

coveringthealligatorsthenpickingthem

upandtheyfloataboveitandshe

pointedforwardandthewavemoved

away.Shethenfellonthegroundwhere

shestoodandNgweditogetherwiththe

chiefpriestpickedherupandtookher

tothethroneroom andlaidhernextto

thequeen.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungKingdom:

TherainqueenandtheBaTloungqueen

wereoutforthecount,thechiefpriest

didallhecouldforbothofthem but

nothingworked.Ngwedihadtoconnect

withthefallenqueensinthemystical

landandtheytoldherthattherain

queenwillwakeupwhenthetimeis

right.ThequeenofBaTloungwillbe

wokenupbytherainqueen.Ngwedi

sharedthenewswiththekingandhe

decidedthatitwastimeThabisoknew

whatwasgoingon,seeingthatbothhis



queenandhissonswithnohopeof

wakingup.Hewentoutsideandlooking

atwhatusedtobehisbeautifulpalace

andwonderifitisallworthit.Ifserving

thegodswasworthlosingeverythinghe

hasworkedhardforalltheseyears.He

wonderedifputtingpeople'slivesin

dangerwasworthitall.Hewishedhe

hadlistenedwhenthequeensaidshe

neededsometimeawaybutthenagain

thedemonhadalreadypossessedher

butitwasdormant.

Hetookouthisphoneanddialed

Thabiso'snumberandhepickedupon

thesecondring.

convo:



Thabiso:Father

Letsi:Son,ineedyoutocomehome

immediately.

Thabiso:Whatseemstobethematter

father?

Letsi:Everythinginmypalacehasgone

tohell,myancestorsallowedaterrible

thingtotakeplaceinthispalaceandi

needmyrighthandmanwithmeatthis

time.

Thabiso:Ihearyoufatherandiwillbe

therelateintheevening.

Letsi:Nosonthiscan'twaitthatlong

please.

Thabiso:Fatheriunderstandiam just

waitingformyqueentocomebackfrom



thebattleshewenttothenwecancome

togetherandassisteachotherwith

whateverisgoingonthere.

Letsi:Myprince,yourqueenishere,she

atthepalaceaswespeak.Pleasehurry.

Thabisodidn'tevensayhisgoodbyesto

hisfatherhedroppedthephoneand

tookhiscarkeysandmadehiswayto

BaTloung.Therewasonlyonthingon

hismindashedrove,thathisqueengot

injuredinbattleandBaTloungwasthe

closestplacetogethelpfrom.However

hisfather'svoicetoldhim thatthereis

moretoitthanthatbuthecouldn'tputa

fingeronit.Hetriedtorememberifhis

queentoldhim whereshewasgoingon



battlebutnothingcametomind.He

alsothoughtofthetimeshetriedto

connectwithherandhecouldn'tget

through.Heputtwoandtwotogether

andrealizedthathisqueenhashidden

somethingfrom him forthefirsttime

sincetheygotmarried.Butwhy?When

allofthiscametominditdrovehim

crazymakinghim drivelikeamadman

ontheroadignoringalltherulesofthe

road.Hismissionwastogethomeand

askherwhy?.30minuteslaterhewas

gettingintoBaTloungdrivingtothe

palace,thesightinfrontofhim caused

him toslowdown.

Thegateofthepalacewasonthe



ground,thewallsandstructurethatheld

ittogetherisdamaged.theroofofthe

houselookedlikebrickswerebeing

thrownatitwithsomuchforce,he

droveinandsawthebighailstonesthat

werealreadymeltingonthegroundand

knewthathisqueenisresponsible.

Whathedidn'tknowwaswhywouldshe

behereandwhywouldshedestroyhis

homelikethat.Hegotoutthecarand

madehiswaytothekingthatwas

standingoutsidethethroneroom

lookinglikehismindisfaraway,sofar

thathedidn'tevenfeelthepresenceof

theprincebesidehim.Thabisoheldhis

shoulderandheturnedandlookedat

him.



Thabiso:Fatherwhathappenedhere?

Letsi:Ican'ttellyouexactlywhat

happenedbecauseimyselfonlysaw

halfofit.

Thabiso:Pleasetellmewhatyouknow.

Letsi:Letsgotothemainhouseandi

willtellyouallaboutit.{theywalkedto

thehouseandsatinthelounge}

Thabiso:Fathertellmewhatisgoingon?

Letsi:Letmestartfrom thebeginning,

notsolongagothechiefpriestcome

andtoldusthatdangerislackinginthe

shadowsandthatweshouldkeepand

openmind.Iaskedhim todestroythe

evilbuthesaidhecouldn'tandonlythe

rainqueencan.



Thabiso:Somywifecameheretoassist.

Letsi:Yesshedidmyprince.

Thabiso:Whydidn'tshetellmeabout

this?imeanthisismyhomeasmuchas

itishers.

Letsi:Becausetheevilshehadtofight

wasyourmother.

Thabiso:WHAT?

Letsi:Yesmyprince.

Thabiso:Yousaidwas,didMapulakill

mymother?

Letsi:Thatwasn'tyourmothersonbut

yesshemanagedtokillthedemon.

Thabiso:Inthethroneroom.



Helefthisfatherthereandwenttothe

throneroom withhisfatherfollowing

behind.

Thabiso:Ithoughtyousaidshekilled

themymother.

Letsi:Yesshekilledthedemonthatwas

insideyourmothernother.

Thabiso:Sowhatiswrongwiththem?

Letsi:Yourqueenwasbadlyinjured

whilevanquishingthedemonandyour

mothergotlikethatafterthedemonleft

herbody.

Thabiso:Getthechiefpriesttohelp

them.

Letsi:Thegodssaidyourqueenwill

wakeupwhenherbodyhealsandyour



othercanonlybehealedbyher.

Thabiso:DamnyouMapula{hesaid

kneelinginfrontofher}Youshouldhave

toldmeaboutthis,iam yourhusband

andnotoncedidyouhidethingsfrom

andwhenyoustartyoustartwith

somethingsobig.why?thisismy

motherwearetalkingabout,whatgave

therighttohidethisfrom me.

Thekingcouldseethathissonisupset

sohedecidetoleaveandgivehim and

hiswifesomespace.

Thabiso:Youevenblockmesothati

don'tfindoutwhatyouwereupto,who

gaveyoutherighttowearpantsinthe



marriage,whogaveyoutherightto

makedecisionswithoutmyknowledge,

whodidyoudiscussthiswith.ifmy

motherdidn'tmakeitwhowasgoingto

beonyourcornerbecauseeveryone

wouldhaveblamedyouandiwould

havebeeninadifficultpositionofnot

knowingwhotobelievebecauseyou

werenottruthfultome.Whywouldyou

dothattosomeoneyouclaim tolove,

becauserightnowidon'tthinkyoulove

meatall.YesIknowyouaretherain

queenfirstandawifesecondbuttome

youaremywifefirstthenrainqueen

secondandasmywifeiexpecthonesty.

iexpectedyoutohonourthevowsyou

madetome.Butiguessiwasaskingfor



toomuch.Pleasewakeupandhealmy

motherthenyoucanbequeenallyour

lifebutmywife,idontknow.

Thewasbothangryandheartbroken,he

understoodherdutiesandnoteven

oncedidhetrytostopherfrom doing

them,butforhertokeepsecretswhenit

matteredthemostwassomethinghe

wasnotwillingtoaccept.Hewashurt

thatsheandhismothergotinjuredbut

wasangryatherfornotaskingforhelp

orsharingthekindofwarshehadto

fight.

WillMapulaandThabisomakeitasa



couple?

Staytunedtofindout.
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Mthatha

Theysaythatthosewiththeheartof

vengeanceareneveratpeace.These

peopleneverliveinpeacebecausethey



arealwaysplaningthenextstepoftheir

planwhilethepeopletheywanttoinflict

painoncarryonwiththeirlives.

Vengeanceisthesameashatebecause

hateislikedrinkingpoisonandexpect

thenextpersontodiebutattheendyou

theonewhoendupdead.With

vengeance,onestopslivingtheirlives,

theirmainfocusbecausethetheir

vengeance,itconsumesthem justlike

anobsessionbuttheendofthedaythey

aretheoneswholosethemostinthis

wholesituation.Theylosetimethatthey

willnevergetback,asthesayinggoes

‘timewastedneverreturns’theymiss

outonthegoodmomentsoflifewhich

theywillnevergetback,timetheycould



havespenthonoringtheirlovedoneand

beinghappybutnotheyactlikegood

timescanbepackedawayandputina

pocketthenwhenyouwanttolivethen

youjustmerelytakethem outandrelive

them.ButXhosapeoplesay‘intsuku

ezimnandiazifakwapokothweni’which

issomethingXhantishouldknowbetter

thananyone.

Lastweekwasasadweekforboththe

gangandtheparentsoftheirfriend.The

funeralwassadlikeanyotherbutlife

goeson,doesn’tit.Whichiswhythe

familiesdecidedonmovingonandtryto

solvethethingstheyhavecontrolover

likegettheirmoneyback.Thefamilies



fatheredattheirmeetingplaceto

finalizetheplanonhowtoattackthe

Sothokingandhispeople.

General:Ihavemanagedtogetaloton

thekingfrom myfriendatthemilitaryin

LeSotho.Butaccordingtohim theking

isawellrespectedpersonwhotakes

careofhispeopleandplaysahugerole

inthedevelopmentofthecountryand

contributeswelltothecountry’s

economy.

Nqaba:ThatishowIknowtheking

myself.

General:Areyoukidssurethattheking

wastheonewhotookourmoneyand

killedmyson.



Xhanti:Weareverysurethatiswashim,

butifyoupeoplearescaredofhim like

wearethenIdon’tblameyou.

Mandy:Hisright,thatguyisruthlessand

hiseyesarejustweird.

Secretlygeneral:Isayweattackhislittle

kingdom firstthatwillteachhim a

lessonhewillneverforget.

Xhanti:Idon’twanttolietoyou,ifyou

dothatthenpreparetomeetGhost

himself.Theydidsaythatthekingwas

therighthandmanofghostandfrom

whatweknowfrom theunderworldno

onemesseswithhim andlivetotellthe

tale.

General:Iam thearmygeneralandI



havedeployedtoworseplacesthan

LeSothoandhavedealtwithmore

dangerouspeoplethanamerekingfrom

alittlevillage.

Xhanti:Don’tsayIdidn’twarnyouinfact

am notgoing.

Nqaba:Ohyesyouare,becauseifit

wasn’tforyouandyour“teachingthe

Zuluprincealesson“wewouldn’thave

lostourmoney.Youandyourfriendsare

theoneswhoaregoingtobeleading

thiswholethingandyoubetterpullyour

weightaroundhere.

General:Hisright,Ilostmysonbecause

hecouldn’tthinkforhimself,hefollowed



youanddidwhateveryousaidmustbe

doneandnowthathisnomoreyou

don’twanttodoanythingtomakesure

thathiskillerispunished.Whatkindofa

personareyou?

Xhanti:Am sorryifIsoundedinsensitive

butam surethatallofuswhohaveseen

thatguyinactionarescaredtogonear

him.ButIwilldomyparttomakesure

thatyoursongetsthejusticehe

deservesandifIcomeoutaliveinthis

am nolongergoingtobeinagang.

Mandy:Youknowwhatyouhavetodo

togetoutofthem gang.

Xhanti:Mandywearenothereto

discussthegangweareheretodiscuss

awayforwardandhowtoattack.



ParentsisitokayifImakeasuggestion.

General:Goahead

Xhanti:Youandyourpeopleshould

targettheiroffices,andImeanallthe

companiestheyown.Whiletheyare

busywiththatmeandthegangwill

attackthekingdom.Thatwaytheywon’t

seeuscoming.

Nqaba:Thatisagoodideaindeedandit

couldwork.

SecretaryGeneral:Thatisagood

strategybuthowarewegoingtogetour

money?

General:Wehaveahackeratworkand

hisgood.Hecangetusourmoney.



Xhanti:Am sureyourhackergoodbuthe

candonothing.Theirhackerisvery

goodandIhaveneverheardofanyone

whoisabletohackintohersystems.

General:Thenifthat’sthecasetarget

thekingdom.MysoldiersandIwill

targetthekingdom andkillanythingthat

movesuntilhegivesbackwhatheowes

us.(aparentofoneoftherichkids

spoke)

Man:Isitallworthisthough?Imean

whycan’twenegotiatewiththese

peopletogiveuswhatbelongstous?

General:Iftheydidn’tkillmysonthen

wewouldnegotiatebutnowweareover

thenegotiationstage.Iwanttoavenge

myson.



Theycontinuedtalkingabouttheplan

andtheyendedupagreeingtokill

peopleinthekingdom andforceTokelo

topay.

BaKoena:

Theguyswerebusydiscussingtheplan

inhowtoprotectthekingdom aswellas

thepeoplendtheircompanies.Their

planwassolidbuttheyneededMapule’s

inputonitandmakechangesifthere

areanyshewouldlikethem tomake.

Thabisohasn’tbeenhimselfforthepast

week,hegoestoBaTloungevery



eveningandcomebackinthemorning

fortheirplaningandtraining.Hewasnot

hisusualtalkativeselfandNtsikabeing

Ntsikadecidedtoasked.

Ntsika:NgithihakengibuzeweThabiso,

yhiniwasewamuncunjekulezintsuku

(letmeaskThabiso,whyhaveyoubeen

offthesepastfewdays)

Lebo:YouknowInoticedthattoobutI

didn’twanttoaskbecauseam always

theoneaskingthesethings.Am starting

tolikeyouNtsika.

Tokelo:Tellisman,whatseemstobe

theproblem?

Thabiso:Nothingmaneverythingisfine.

Tokelo:Ifeverythingwasfineyou



wouldn’tbewalkingaroundlikeyou

carryingtheweightoftheworldonyour

shoulders.

Thabiso:Justmarriageandits

challenges.

Tokelo:Am marriedandIwouldliketo

helpifIcan.

Ntsika:Am alsomarried

Lebo:AndIwillbegettingmarriedsoon

andIwouldliketoknowthatIhave

peopletoturntowhenthingsdon’tgo

well.

Thabiso:Wellmywifedoesn’tseemeas

amaninourmarriage,shemakes

decisionswithininformingmeandnow



sheandmymotherareoutcoldandI

don’tknowwhattodo.

Tokelo:Whatyouneedtounderstandis

thatMapulawillsometimesthinkswe

notthinkbutactassuperiorassheis.

Sheisaqueenandnotjustanybutone

thatischosenbymanythingsincluding

theangels.Sometimesthatpowerwill

makeherdothingswithoutconsulting

you.

Lebo:Whichiswrong,YesMapulaisthe

queenandallbutThabisoisher

husband,heshouldbetoldabout

everythingwhetherhelikeswhathe

hearsornot.

Ntsika:Iforonehaven’thadthesenice

lifeproblemsbutIoncesaidthat



MpandewillbethedeathofmeandI

meantthatliterally.Thatwoman’s

powersarebeyondimaginationandnow

andthenshewilldothingslikethisand

allyouhavetodoissitherdownand

talktoher.

Lebo:Nodon’tdothatThabiso,sheis

mysisterandallandIloveherwithallof

mebutMapulawillneverchangeor

considerherhusbandsfeelingsifhis

justgoingtotaketheexcuseshegives

him anditendsthere.Whatifitwas

Thabisohidingthingsfrom her?We

wouldbeagainsthim andwewouldbe

readytokillbutnowit’shim wewant

him tositdownandtalk?Nomanthat’s

notright.



Tokelo:LeboisRightyouhavefeelings

tooandrightnowIsaydealwiththis

howyouseefitsothatyourwifecan

respectyouasthemanofthehouse.

Ntsika:Isaydon’tdoanything,don’ttalk

toherdon’tdoanything.Letherseeher

wrongdoingandbetheonetomakeit

rightandifshedoesn’tseethatthenyou

decideonhowtomoveforward.

Lebo:Iwillsupportyou.

Tokelo:SowillI

Thabiso:Thankyouguys.

Tokelo:Wearebrothersnowandit’s

onlyfairthatwedothesekindsofthings.



Theycontinuewiththefinaltouchesof

theplan.

Willtheybeabletoprotectthekingdom?

Staytuned.

#loveadmin
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Themysticallandwiththehigherups



Weallgrewupbeingtoldthattheways

oftheancestorsarelaw,thatnoone

shouldgoagainstthem ortherewillbe

helltopay.Yesthegodsorthe

ancestorshoweveronewishestocall

them,arepowerfulandwhentheydoget

angryit’sneverpleasantfortheonethat

isinthereceivingend.Theydothis

becausetheynolongerliveinourworld

anymoreorcommunicatewithusthe

samewaytheyusedtowhentheywere

alive.Nowtheyhavetodependon

showinguswhattheywantustodoin

ourdreams,butsometimesthosevery

dreamsbecomesovaguethatonecan’t

makeoutwhatexactlyisrequired.One

wakesupwithquestionslike,didit



meananything,doIhavetodo

somethingbutthereisnoonetogivea

definitiveanswertoyourquestionsso

youendupforgettingaboutthedream.

Youcontinuetodream butbecauseyou

werenotrainedindream interpretation

youignoreallthesignsandwarnings

youaregiven.Nowthisiswhenthe

ancestorsgetangryandthingsstart

goingbadlyforyouthatyoudon’tknow

whatwentwrong.Soevengotohealers

tofindoutwhatexactlyisthesourceof

theirmisfortuneandwhentheygetthere

theygetanswerslikeyouhavebeen

ignoringyourancestorsforfartoolong

andnowtheyareangry,oryour



ancestorshaveturnedtheirbackson

yourbecauseyoudonotlistenandyou

doasyouplease.NowIknowImightbe

pushingitbysayingthisbutmy

questionisalwaysthis’whydothese

peopleforgethowlifewaswhenthey

leftyoutodemandtheimpossiblewhen

theyaredead.’

Mapulatherainqueenwasasthe

mysticallandbeingnursedbacktolife

butthistimethequeenswerenotthe

onesdoingallthatbutherfatherthelate

kingLerumowiththehelpofthehigher

power.Shewasgettingbetterandthey

wereallpleasedwithherrecovery.

Lerumo:Thistimewemighthavegone



toofarinpushingforthismattertobe

donewithouttheking’sknowledge.

Angel:Heknewwhathewasgetting

himselfintowhenhemarriedthequeen.

Lerumo:Butthatisnotreasonenough

forawifetounderminethehusbandlike

that.Youchosethatmantobethe

leaderoftheirhomeandnowyouturn

aroundandpushhim asidewhenit

mattersthemost.

Angel:Iunderstandwhatyouaresaying

butthedangerwastoogreat.Thequeen

chosetosaveherprincessandmother

inlawandtodothatwithouthavingto

bedistractedbyhowwhatshe’sdoingis

affectingherhusbandwouldhaveput

everyoneindanger.



Lerumo:Youspeaklikethatbecause

youholdnoknowledgeofwhatitislike

foronetolivethelifethatwemere

mortalshaveled.Toyouit’sallabout

logicbuttohumansthingslikethis

involvesemotionsandrightnowthe

Kingsemotionsareallovertheplace

andifwethepeoplewhodidthisdon’t

fixitthenyouwillhavenokingandno

queenandthatisherfaithasyouknow

it.

Angel:ThatiswhyIhaveyouhereas

oneoftheelderstoschoolusaboutthe

waysofthehumans.Thatwhomadeus

neverexplainedwewerejustgiventhe

taskofbeingguardianstospecialpure



heartedpeoplelikeourqueen.

Howeverwewillnotdisrespectthe

queenbynotgivingherachancetoat

leasttrytosolvethisonherown.

Lerumo:Ihearyoubutwhatofmy

kingdom?

Angel:Donotworryaboutyourkingdom

muchwhatyoushouldbeworriedabout

istheangelofdeaththatishovering

overthekingdom.

Lerumo:Thatiswhatam worriedabout,

Iknowmysonsaremorethancapable

ofkeepingthekingdom safebuthow

canwefindoutwhotheangelofdeath

istheretotake.



Angel:Wecan’t,deathandtheliving

don’tmix,thatmeansweguideand

protectthelivingbutwecannotinterfere

withtheangelofdeath.Iftheyhavea

jobtodowecan’tdoanythingbutthe

faithdoeschangesometimes.

Lerumo:How?

Angel:Whenthepersontheycamefor

somehowdoessomethingthatchanges

theirfaithasitiswrittenthenasecond

chanceisgiven,howeveriftheydon’t

changetheirwaysliketheyare

supposedto,thatsecondchancewillbe

cutshortandangelofdeathwillcome

andtakewhatbelongstohim.

Lerumo:Howcruelisthat?



Angel:Peoplemisunderstandtheangel

ofdeath,whenhecomesandtakes

what’shistheyforgetallthetimeshe

haschangedtheirfatebyseeing

somethinggoodinthem andgiving

them asecondchance.Butyourkind

don’tlearnandwhentheyaretakennow

theirfamilieswanttoblametheangelof

deathforbeingathiefandallthatwhich

isnotfair.

Lerumo:IunderstandbutIthinkitwill

takealotoftimeformetolearnyour

ways.

Angel:Butittookasecondforusto

decidetograntyouyourwishtopunish

thosewhokilledyoubecausewecould

seethatyouneededit.Thatisthesame



waytheangelofdeathworks.

Lerumo:Ihearyou.

BaKoenakingdom:

Theguyshavejustfinishedpreparingto

gotoTsietsiandBoitumelo’s

engagementcelebration.Theyhaveput

uptightsecurityonallthecompanies

andthekingdom aswell,theyhave

sleeperagentswhoarenotlonger

asleepanymore.Letmeexplain,the

ganghasthepeoplethatworkinthe

warehouse,thepeoplethatinfiltrated

theirenemiesorganizationssothatthey

areastepaheadoftheenemyatall



times,theyhavepeoplewhodealwith

thediamondmines,thepeoplethat

distributetotheirsuppliers,theyhave

peopleonthegroundthatareuseras

tailsonthosethattheyneedinformation

onandfinallythesleeperagents.Now

theirjobistoliveamongthepeople,

havefamiliesandregularjobsandall

that.Buttheyarewelltrainedassassins

whoonlycomeupwhenneededbutthat

islikeonceinaverylongtime.

Nowsincethereisawarthatisdirected

notonlyatthekingdom butthe

organizationaswelltheyneededall

handsondecksothesleeperagents

havetheirearsonthegroundtoget



informationastowhenthiswholething

willtakeplace.Theorganizationhas

sleeperagentsalloverthecountryand

theyworktogetherandresolveissues

thatdon’tendtheattentionofghostsor

Terminator.Sotheywereonpointand

readyforactionatanymoment.

Ntsika:GuyshowdoIlook?

Lebo:Thatsoundssogayinsomany

levels.

Tokelo:Pleasedotellhim.

Ntsika:Jealousymakesyounasty

Thabiso:NowThathasconfirmedit,you

gayandIfeelsorryforyourwife.

Ntsika:Speakingofwhich,Lebotakea

pictureIneedtoasksomeonewithtaste



totellmehowIlook.(Lebotookhis

phoneandNtsikaposedabitmaking

theguyslaugh)

Lebo:IfIdidn’tbelieveyougayallthis

whilethatposejustprovedmewrong.

Takeyourphone.

Ntsika:Youjustjealous(hetookhis

phoneanddialedZasemboandshe

pickedupimmediately)

Zasembo:Myhandsomeprince

Ntsika:Mybeautifuldarkchocolatewife,

howareyou?

Zasembo:Iam welljustmissingmy

betterhalf.



Ntsika:Ohyourhalfwillbehomeinno

timemyrib.

Zasembo:Icannotwait!Am even

jealousyoulookingsogoodgoingtoa

celebrationwithoutme.

Ntsika:OhifitwasthetimewhenIwas

crazyinlovedwithMpandeIwouldtell

youstraightupthatyoudon’thavea

chance.

Zasembo:Ohreally?Sowhatchanged

mydearprince?

Ntsika:WellImetmyabandoned

princessandinsteadofmebeingPrince

Charmingandsaveherfrom thedragon,

shewentansweptmeoffmyfeetand

hereIam.



Zasembo:Shemusthaveuseddark

magicbecausenoonecancharm the

princeofManzinikingdom.

Ntsika:Ohwhydoyouthinkthatdear

maiden.

Zasembo:Ohmyprincepleasedon’tcall

memaidenmyhusbandwouldn’tlikeit.

Toansweryourquestionthebeastof

Manzinidoesn’ttakewelltoabandoned

princesses.

Ntsika:Wellitwascharmedtooandtell

yourhusbandthatwewillcontinue

tryingtobeincourtshipwithhiswifeif

hedoesn’ttoanything.

Lebo:HeyHeywearelateasitis



alreadylet’sgoandstopbeingwhipped!

Ohandsayhitoourwifeformeandtell

herImisshercooking.(hesaid

standingbehindNtsika)

Ntsika:BabeIhavetogo,peopleare

sexuallyfrustratedhereandnowthey

aremakingmylifedifficult.

Zasembo:hahahit’sfunnybecauseyou

alsonotgettingany.

Ntsika:Waittillourweddingnightand

seewhathappens.Iloveyou

Zasembo:loveyoumore

Heputthephoneinhispocketandwent

totheotherssmilinglikearetarded

person.

Tokelo:IneverthoughtIwillseethat



dayanotherwomanmakesyousmile

likethat.

Thabiso:Besidesmywifeofcourse.

Ntsika:Don’tflutteryourselfyourwife

stillmakesmesmiletothisday.

Lebo:hahahaohgodIwasn’treadyfor

that.

Thabiso:Idon’tdealwithcrazypeople.

Let’sgo.

Theywenttothecarandallroads

headedtobaTlokwakingdom andinno

timethereweretheresincethekingdom

isnotthatfarfrom BaKoena.Thecars

thatwereparkedoutsideonecouldtell

thattherewassomesortofcelebration



goingon.Theyparkedtheirowncarand

gotout.Theywalkedtothedooranda

guardopenedforthem.Thepalacewas

beautifullydecoratedwithroyalblue,

Blackandwhitetheme.

Lebo:Guyswecamealonewithoutour

wivesknowingthatthefuturequeenhas

nofriends.

Thabiso:Wewilljustpassonthegifts

theyboughtforherandtellherthey

couldn’tmakeitbecauseofsome

emergency.

Tokelo:Yesandmaybeaskthem to

organizeawomanthingforher.

Ntsika:SoundsgoodbutnowIneeda

drinkandunwindbeforethebigbattle



thatmightlandmeinhospital.

Lebo:Yeahtodayweletloose.

Tsietsispottedthem standingtogether

bythedoorwayandmadehiswayto

them.

Tsietsi:WelcomeRoyalsandmythanks

forgracingmewithyourpresence.

Lebo:ThankyouButtodaywenothere

tobeallformal.Nowtelluswheredowe

putyourwife’sgifts.

Tsietsi:OhhowIwasprayingfor

someonetosaythat,theseoldKings

gotmetalkinglikeAm theiragemate.

Tokelo:hahahthathowoldpeopleare



myfriend.

Lebo:Ihearallthatbutwheredoweput

thegifts?(Tsietsicalledamaidenand

shetookthegiftsthem them andleft)

Thabiso:Nowwecantgiveyouyourgift

infrontofotherpeople.

Tsietsi:Ihavejusttheplace,followme.

Theyfollowedhim outinthepassageall

thewaytothegardenandheopenedthe

shedinthegarden.

Ntsika:Ayingekepho!Sishiyaipati

ngaphakathiuzosifakaeshedini

engadiniyakhongathisiyiziboshwa?

Hayingekenibuyelaphakathimina(hey

noman,weleavethepartyinsideand



youbringustoashedinyourgarden

likeweprisoners?Noam goingback

inside)

Lebo:Iwasthinkingthesamethingand

Iwasreadytofightbecauseyoucan’t

completelytrustthisguy.

Tsietsi:Wouldyouguysshutupand

followme?

Tokelo:Okayletsgo.

Lebo:FineButIfIdieheretodayit’syour

faultbrotherandIwillpossessyouasa

ghostandturnyoureyesred.

Thabiso:hahahknowinghowcrazyyou

areyoumightjustdothat.

Lebo:Iwould



TheyfollowedTsietsiinsidetheshed,

insideithadtoolsandgardeningstuff.

Pressedabuttononthewallandthe

backofitopenedrevealingamancave

withabigflatscreenTVonthewall,a

pooltable,bararea,dartboardsand

manymorethingsguyshaveintheir

mancaves.

Tsietsi:Welcometomymancave,here

am notaking,fiancéoranythingam just

Tsietsiwithnotitle.

Lebo:Ichangemymind,likeyoubutjust

fortoday(theygavehim expensive

whiskies,ginandbrandy)

Ntsika:Letthepartybegin.



Theyalltookofftheirjacketsandthrew

them ontheothercouchandthey

starteddrinkingandplayinggame,

laughingandmakingjokes.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

[04/28,19:16] :Season2

Insert27

Mthatha. (notedited)



TodayisthedayXhanti,theparentsand

hisganggotoLeSothotoavengethe

deathofBulumkoandtotryandgetthe

moneythekingtook.Hewokeup

dreadingthisdayashehasseenfirst

handhowthekingisandisworriedthat

alotofthepeoplehisgoingwithwillnot

comebackhomealiveandthatmight

includehim andhisfather.Hegotout

ofhischamberandwenttojoinhis

familyforamorningfeast,hewantedto

spendtimewithhisfamilybecauseit

mightbethelasttimehegettodothat.

Hesatonthetableinhisfather’sring

whilehismotherwasintheleft,the

maidensservedthem theirmorning



feastandtheyate.Hedecidedtosay

somethingbecausehemightnotgetthe

chanceto.

Xhanti:yazimamandiyakuthanda?

(motherdoyouknowthatIloveyou)

Queen:UfunantoningokuXhanti?

(whatdoyouwantnowXhanti))

Nqaba:Hayinobayintoni

akazuyifumanakuwe(whateveritishe

won’tgetitfrom you)

Xhanti:Noam serious,mamazange

ndakuxelelaindelaendikuthandangayo,

ndiyakuthandakwayendiyabulelengayo

yonkeintoondwnzeleyona.Ukundikhisa,

undikhusele,undithanda,undinakekela

andndiyabulelangalonto.Ndifunanoba



andikhongenyeiminiuyaziuyathandwa

ngunyanakho.(motherInevertoldyou

howmuchIloveyou,IloveyouandI

thankyouforeverythingyouhavedone

forme..raisingme,protectingmeand

caringforme.Ithankyouforallthatand

Iwantyoutoknowthatevenifam not

aroundIwantyoutoknowthatyourson

lovesyou.)

Queen:Ohmybaby,Ididallthat

becauseam yourmotherandIloveyou.

Youmaynotsayyoulovemeeveryday

butIknowyoudoinyourownway.Now

IhavetogoforMydutiesandIwillsee

youwhenIcomeback.

Nqaba:GoodbyeMyqueen(sheleftthe



twostillatthetable)

Xhanti:Father,IknowIhave

disappointedyouinmanyoccasions

andthroughalllthatyounevergaveup

onme.Thankyouforalwaysbeingon

mysideevenwhenIdidthemoststupid

thingsyounevergaveuponmeandI

thankyouforthat.

Nqaba:Wellson,youaremyprideand

joy.MyonlysonandIwoulddoanything

youaskofme.

Xhanti:Fatherwemaynotcomeback

alivefrom thismissionandifthat

happenspleasemakesurethatmum

knowsthatweloveherandthatwe

didn’tmeantohurther.Oneofuscan

comebackinabodybagandIdon’t



knowhowthatpersonwillexplainthe

othersdeathtomother.

Nqaba:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhen

wegettoit.

Theysadthereforawhiletalkingand

bonding.Thiswastheirfirsttime

actuallyhavingafatherandson

conversationwithoutthemissionsand

kingdom issues.

LeSotho:

Sceloheardfrom KwezithatMapulais

notwellandsincethatdayhehasbeen



goingtotheplacebuttheguardsareon

highalert.Theydon’tletanyonecloseto

thepalaceastheconstitutionwasstill

underwaytofixthedamagethatwas

caused.HeevenwenttoBaKoenabut

thingswereworsethanatBaTloung,he

wastoldstraightthatnooneisallowed

inthepalace.Sothispastweekhe

spentgoingbetweenBaKoenaand

BaTlounghopingthathewillseeMapula

bychancebutnothing.Heisnowgoing

crazyspendinghisdaylookingatthe

pictureofherandtheprincessonhis

phone.

LebowasonhiswaytoKwezi’s

apartmenttotellherthegoodnews



sincehehasbeenbusyhedidn’tgetthe

timetotalktoheraboutit.Hegottoher

placeandparkedthenwalkedtothe

doorandknockedandsheopened.

Kwezi:Mylove.

Lebo:Heybabe

Kwezi:Comeonin(theywentinside

andKweziwenttothekitchenandcame

backwithsomethingtodrink.)

Kwez:ohhowIhavemissedyou.

Lebo:Ihavemissedyoutoobabebut

youknowIhavebeenbusy.

Kwezi:IknowbabeandIhavegood

newsforyou.

Lebo:Ialsohavegoodnewsbutyougo



first.

Kwezi:Wellmyfathercalledmeafew

daybackandhetoldmethathehas

thoughtabouteverythinglongandhard

andhegivesushisblessing.

Lebo:That’sgoodnews,didhesaywhat

madehim changehismindafterall

theseyears?

Kwezi:Allhesaidwasthathewanted

metobehappyandifyoumademe

happythenheismorethanhappyto

giveushisblessing.

Lebo:Am Reallyhappyaboutthisbabe

andIwanttodothingsrightbutnotnow.

NowIwanttotellyoumygoodnews.

Kwezi:Tellme



Lebo:WellbeforeMapulagotsickshe

toldmesomething.Somethingthat

mademehappyandenvioustomake

youmywife.

Kwezi:TellmealreadyIalsowantto

know.

Lebo:Wellshetoldmethatweare

expectingababy(hesaidwithasmile

onhisface.Kwezitooktimetoprocess

this)

Kwezi:Didyousayweareexpectinga

baby?Asinmepregnant?

Lebo:Yesbabe

Kwezi:ComeLetsgo

Lebo:Whereto?



Kwezi:ComeLebo

Shetookhishandandrushedtothe

door,theygotintohercarandshedrove

tothepharmacyandgot4different

pregnancytestsandtheydroveback

home.Theygotthereandshetookthe

tests,shewentoutandputthem onthe

couchandstartedpacingupanddown.

Lebo:Mylove,youdoknowthatIlove

youright?

Kwezi:YesIknowthat

Lebo:WellIwantyoutoknowthateven

whenIleaveyourinthepsychiatric

hospital.

Kwezi:WhatwillIbedoingthere?



Lebo:Gettingtreatmentbecausewhat

youdoingrightnowmakesmethinkyou

goingcrazy.

Kwezi:Noam justnervous,please

checkthetest,Ican’tlook.(sheturned

around)

Lebo:Whatam Ilookingforagain?

Kwezi:ifithastwolinesam pregnant

butifithasonethenam not.

Lebo:Okayturnaroundnow

Kwezi:Whatdoesitsay

Lebo:Lookforyourself(sheturnedand

lookedatthetestsandtheywereall

positive.Shejumpedupanddown

screaminghuggingandkissingLebo)



Lebo:Enoughnowwomanyho

Kwezi:Am sohappy

Lebo:Metoobabe(Lebo’sphone

phonerang)

Convo:

Lebo:Brotherwhat’sup?

Tokelo:Ineedyoubackatthepalace

nowbrother.

Lebo:Whatisit?

Tokelo:Thesoldiershavearrivedand

thesleeperagentsjustinformedme

thattheyaroundlookingaroundthe

kingdom:

Lebo:Am onmywaybacknowOkay



Tokelo:Sure.

LeboturnedtoKwezi.

Lebo:BabeIhavetogo,andplease

whateveryoudodon’tcometoBaKoena

becauseweareabouttogotowarandI

don’twantyougettingcaughtinthe

crossfire.

Kwezi:Okaythenbabegoandpleasebe

safe.

LeboleftgoingtoBaKoenatoseewhat

isgoingonthereandtomakesurethat

alltheguysweredoingwhattheyare

supposedto.

BaTloung:



Ithasbeenaweeksincethefightwith

thedemonandthekingandthechief

priesthavebeencheckingonthequeen

andMapulasincedayonetomakesure

thattheyarecomfortable.Thekingeven

hadamaidenthere24/7towatchover

them.Therainqueenmovedalittleand

themaidensawherandwentoutthe

room runningtotelltheking.Hegotto

him andbowedbeforehim.

Let’sI:Asyouwere

Maiden:Mykingtherainqueenjust

moved(thekingdidn’taskany

questionshestoodupandhurriedtothe

room andwenttheygotinMapulawas

sittingonthebed)



Let’s:Ohmydaughteryouareawake,

thankthegods.Howareyoufeeling?

Mapula:Abittiredmykingbutam well.

Let’s:It’sgoodtohearthatmydaughter

andwelcomeback.

Mapula:Thankyoumyking,letmetry

andwakethequeenup.

Let’s:OhIwouldappreciatethat.

Mapulagotupandkneeledinfrontof

thequeen.Shetookherhandand

startedrecitingtheclannamesofthe

BaKoenaandtheBaTloungancestors.

Sheaskedforthegodandtheangelsto

breathlifeintothequeenandcleanse

herofthedarkmagic.Whenshe



stoppedtalkingsheclosedhereyesand

focused,thiswentinherabout10

minutesandthequeenstartedshaking

uncontrollablybutMapuladidn’tletgo

ofherhand.Thiswentonforaboutan

hourandallthistimethekingwas

restlessbutdecidedtotrustMapula

anyway.

Afterawhilesheopenedhereyesand

removedherhandsfrom thequeenand

wentbackonthebed.

Mapula:Myking,shewillwakeup

tomorrowbutfornowweneedsome

rest.

Letsi:Thankyoumydaughterfor



everythingthatyouhavedone.

Mapula:Itwasnotallmebutthework

ofthegods,theyaretobepraisednot

me.MayIpleaseborrowthekings

phone.

Letsi:Okayhereyougo(hesaidandleft

theroom ahappyman)Mapulatookthe

phoneanddialedTokeloandhepicked

upimmediately.

Convo:

Tokelo:Myking

Mapula:Nobrotherit’sme.

Tokelo:ohyouareawake

Mapula:Youdon’tsoundhappythatI



am.

Tokelo:Oham happythatyouareawake

andIwillneverwisheviluponyou

becauseyouaremysister.

Mapula:SoWhatistheproblem.

Tokelo:Theproblem isyoutreatingyour

husbandlikeoneofyourfriendsoryour

child.Hidingthingsfrom him likehisnot

manenoughtotakecareofyou.

Mapula:ButIdidthattoprotecthim.

Tokelo:Isn’tThabisoyourhusband?

Mapula:Yesheis.

Tokelo:ThenWhatmakesyouthinkyou

candoalltheprotectinginthatfamily?

Whathaveyoutherighttomakethe



manyoucallyourhusbandfeelweak

andunappreciatedbyyou.

Mapula:ButBrotherI..

Tokelo:Justtellsmewhyyoucalled.

Mapula:Iwantedtotellyouguystobe

carefulandthatIwillbetheretomorrow

tohelpbecausethosepeoplewillbe

thereintheearlyhoursofthemorning.

Tokelo:Thankyou.RememberMapula,

youcanbequeenandactsuperiorto

yourpeoplebuttoyourhusbandyouare

justawifenothismaster

HedroppedthecallandMapulawasleft

heartbrokenandcrying.Shethought

shewasdoingtherightthingbutinthe



processhurttheverysamepersonshe

wantedtoprotect.

Like,commentandshare
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TheCapital

Theparentsandtheirchildrenarrivedin

LeSothothethepreviousdayandtoday



tensionishight,everyoneknowsthat

theymaynotmakeittodayandthey

weremorethanreadytoaccept

whateverfaiththeywillhave.The

soldiersarealreadyinposition

surroundingBaKoenaandjustwaiting

forcommandfrom theGeneral.Xhanti

calledhisteam tothehotelloungeto

havebreakfastandforhim tohavea

wordwiththem.

Xhanti:Guys,todayisabigday,someof

usmaynotmakeithomealive.SoI

calledyouheretotellyouthatyoudon’t

havetofight.WelostBulumkoina

brutalwayandam notwillingtolose

anymorepeoplesoifyoufeellikeyou

can’thandleitstayhereandnoonewill



blameyou.

Gerald:Lookman,Igetthatyouwantto

dotherightthingbutweoweitto

BulumkotoseethisthroughandIfor

onewillnotleave.

Mandy:ImightbeawomanbutIhold

myown,soam inandam doingthisfor

Bulumko.

Others:Wenotleaving.

Xhanti:AlrightIhearyou,Ijustwanted

everyonetohaveachoiceandnotfeel

liketheywereforcedtodothis.

Gerald:Nomanweareateam andwe

haveyourbackinthis.

Xhanti:Great



BaKoena:

Itwasbusyatthekingdom today,

peopleweretoldtostayinsidetheir

housesandnotcomeoutnomatter

what.Theteam wasupanddown

makingsureeverythingwasinorder,the

sleeperagentsalreadyinformedthem

thatthesoldiersslepttherelastnight

buttheyarelayinglow.Whiletheywere

stillbusythemaidencametocallallof

them andtoldthem thatthequeen

motherislookingforthem inthedining

room.Theyallwenttothediningarea

andthetablewassetwiththemorning

feast,theytooktheirseats.



Queen:SunriseGreetingsmychildren

Them:Greetingsmyqueen

Queen:NowIaskedforthisfeasttome

madesothatwecanhaveittogether

becausewedon’tknowwhatwill

happentoday.NowIdon’tknowhowwe

gothereorwhatleadtothiswarandam

notgoingtoaskallIwantistohavethis

mealwithallofyou.

Lebo:ThankyoumotherIappreciateit

Tokelo:Noweappreciateit

Lebo:Heyam notgoingtosaywewhen

am oneperson.

Thabiso:YouaresuchababyLebo.

Lebo:OfcourseIam rightmother



Queen:Yesmybaby

Ntsika:Hayingekemnaumawami

ukwaZulumanjeoLebobabusy

nomababo(nomymotherisinKZNand

nowLeboisbusywithhismother)

Lebo:Youjustjealous

Ntsika:Vele(ofcourse)

MapulahasjustarrivedatBaKoenaand

wastoldthateveryoneisinthedining

areasoshewentandjoinedthem.She

wasstandingbythedoorandeveryone

waslaughingandtalking,makingjokes

andtheprincesswassittingonhis

father’slap.Shewalkedinandeveryone

keptquiet.



Mapula:SunriseGreetingseveryone

Kea:Mommy!(shejumpedoffher

father’slapgoingtohermother)

Mapula:Hellomyprincesshowareyou.

Kea:am wellmyqueenIjustmissedyou

butdaddytoldmethatyouwillbehome

soon.

Mapula:Daddywasrightprincessand

nowam home.

Queen:Greetingsmyprincesssitdown

andjoinus(shewentandsatnextto

thequeen)

Kea:ButqueenmotherIam theprincess

notmommy

Queen:Am sorrymyprincessImadea



mistake.

Kea:Iforgiveyougrandmother.

Thabiso:Thankyouforthefeastmy

queen.Ifyouwillexcuseme(hestood

upandleft,Tokelofollowed.Ntsikaand

Lebofinishedtheirfoodfirstbefore

leaving)

Queen:WhatisgoingonhereMapula?

Mapula:Maidencanyoutakethe

princesstoherroom pleaseandlook

afterheruntilIcome.

Maiden:Yesyourhighness(shetook

Keaandleft.

Queen:Nowtellmewhatisgoingon?



MapulaMotherItojustmaritalissues.

Queen:Nowtellmeaboutthem.

Mapula:Ihidfrom myhusbandthe

battleIwasgoingon.

Queen:Whatbattlewasthatandwhy

didyouhideitfrom him?

Mapula:HisMotherwaspossessedbya

demonandIhadtokeepitfrom him

becausehewouldhavestoodbyhim

motherandmadeitdifficultformyto

destroythedemon.

Queen:Didhetellyouhewillstandby

hismother?

Mapula:Nomyqueen

Queen:Mapulamychildinamarriage



youdon’thidethingsfrom eachother

becausewhenyoudoyourhusbandwill

nevertrustyouagainandyourmarriage

won’tsurvive.Isthatwhatyouwant?

Mapula:Nomother,IjustthoughtIwas

doingtherightthing.

Queen:Rightthingforyourselfyesbut

notyourfamily.Mapulayouarevery

powerfulbutyourpowerisjustthat

yoursandithasnothingtodowithyour

familyit’sbetweenyouandthegods.

Mapula:Iwasjusttryingtoprotectmy

daughterandhusbandfrom havingto

choosebetweenmeandhismother.

Queen:Butyoudidn’tgivehim achance

tochooseyoumadethechoiceforhim



andthatiswhyheislikethis.

Mapula:WhatcanIdomother?

Queen:Consultthesamepeopleyou

consultedwhenyoudecidedtomake

thatdecision.

Mapula:MotherIneedhelp.

Queen:Nowthatthingsarenotgoing

wellyouneedhelpyetwhenyoudidthis

youdidn’tconsultanyone.Didyouever

seemedothingsinthehousewithout

yourfather’sknowledge?

Mapula:Nomother

Queen:Exactly(shestoodupandleft)

Outsidetheguysweremorethanready



foractionwhenaguardcamerunningto

thethroneroom.

Guard:Myking

Tokelo:Asyouwere

Guard:Thankyoumyking

Tokelo:speak

Guard:ThekingofbaTlokwaisatthe

gate.

Tokelo:Lethim in.

Theguardleftandcamebackwith

Tsietsi.

Tsietsi:Myking

Tokelo:Greetingsmyking,whatbrings

youhere?

Tsietsi:Iheardthatyouhaveawaron



yourhandandam heretohelp.

Tokelo:Thehelpismorethanwelcome

thankyoumyking.

Lebo:Andnowwearecomplete.

Whiletheywereerestilltalkingthe

groundtumbledandtheyallhurried

outsidetocheckonwhatwasgoingon

whenLebo’sphonerangandhepicked

upimmediately.

Convo:

Lebo:What’sup?

Agent:Theyhavejustthrownagrenade

Lebo:Wasittheonethatjustexploded?

Agent:YesandIthinkit’stheirwayof



tellingusthattheyarehere.

Lebo:Getintopositionam onmyway.

Agent:Iwilltelltheothers.

Lebo:Great

Heputthephonedownandlookedat

theothers.

Lebo:Whoisgoingwithme?

Ntsika:Isittime?

Lebo:Yes

Tsietsi:Am goingwithyou.

Tokelo:OkaygowithTsietsiwewillhold

theforthhere.

LeboandTsietsidrovetothesideand



whentheygotthereanotherbomb

exploded,theyduckedandcovered

themselvessothatfragmentsfrom the

bombdon’thitthem.Aftertheexplosion

dieddowntheygotoutandwenttothe

guyswhowerealreadyshooting,snipers

takingoutthesoldierslikeflieswhilethe

soldiersweretakingouttheguysonthe

groundaswell.Itwasmessywithalot

ofbloodspill.TsietsiandLebodidn’t

wasttimejoiningthebatle.

Xhantiandhispeoplemadetheirwayto

thepalaceofBaKoenaandtheywereall

admiringitsbeautyandsophistication.

Theywerelookingaroundliketourists

whenamanstoppedthem ontheby



standingontheroadasthedriverhitthe

brakesandthecarcametoahilt.Xhanti

gotoutofthecarandwenttotheman.

Xhanti:Pleasemovefrom theroad

Man:Iwastoldtoletyouknowthatis

yougoanyfurtherthanthisyouwill

havenoonetheblameforwhatwill

happentoyouandyourpeoplebut

yourself

Xhanti:Sayswho?

Man:Youhavebeenwarned(heleft)

Xhantiwentbacktothecarandthey

drovetheBaKoenaandNtsikawasat

thegatethenXhantigotoutofthecar

whenhesawhim.

Ntsika:That’sfarenough(Xhanti



stoppedmidway)ifyouhereformethen

Iwillmeetyououttherenothere.

Xhanti:Whatmakesyouthinkwecame

hereforyou?

Tokelo:Don’tworryam heretoo

Theygotoutandgotintothecarswith

them togetherwithThabisoandthey

wentontheirwaytothefield.
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Insert29

BaKoenakingdom

Theparentsoftherichandspoiltkids

wereheadingthewarontheeast

comingtowardsthekingdom whilethe

soldierswereonthewestfightingwith

Lebo,Tsietsiandtheteam.Tokelowas

atthefieldwithNtsikaandThabisowith

thegang.Histeam wastryingtohold

theteam withtheparentsontheeastas

theywereoutgunned.Theyhavebeen

tryingsohardtoholdthem backbut

theirmilitaryweaponsweretoomuch



forthem.TheBaKoenakingdom wasa

battlefieldcoloredwiththebloodofthe

fallenpeopleaswellastheirlifeless

bodies.Thabisosensesthatwarwas

closertothepalaceandthoughtofhis

daughter,hegotsoangrythathestarted

swearingprofusely.

Tokelo:Areyoualright?

Thabiso:Thewarisgettingclosertothe

palace,alotofplacesgoingthrough

thatplacehavebeendestroyed.Willyou

handlethiswhileIgohelptheguysthat

side?

Tokelo:Wewillbefine,gohelpprotect

ourfamilies.(Thabisodidn’twaste

anytimehewipedthesweatoffhisface

thenbentdownandholdingontohis



kneesashefeltweakanddrained)

Xhanti:Iguessyouarealreadyoneman

shortsincethisonehereseemstohave

lostthebattlebeforeitevenstarts.

(TokeloandNtsikaranovertohim but

beforetheygotcloserThabiso’sclothes

werealreadytearingup.Theystoppedin

theirtracksandwatchedwhatwas

happening.Furstartedtoappearonhis

backrightbeforetheireyes,Tokeloalso

hasneverseensuchwithThabisosohe

wasshockedaseveryonewhowasat

thefield.Hecompletelyturnedintoa

hugecheetahwithblueeyes.Ntsikawas

soexcitedtofindoutthathisnotthe

onlyonewhoturnsintoananimal)

Tokelo:Iguessyouwon’tbeneedinga



cargettingtotheWest.

Ntsika:Yesman!Yes!Nowthisishow

weroll.Pleasesaysomethingnow

princeMfene(baboon)Idareyoutoo.

Tokelo:Whyareyousoexcitedabout

this?Younottheonewhoturnedintoa

cheetah.

Ntsika:YourightIdidn’tturnintoa

cheetahbutIcanturnintothis(he

movedabitfurtherfrom them then

jumpedtowardsXhantiandturnedinto

ahugelionashelandedinfrontofhim

andlettingoutandhugeroarrightin

frontofandhefainted.Ntsikamoves

backandwenttostandinfrom of

ThabisothecheetahandheNtsikathe

lionstoodsidebyside.Tokelojust



smiled.

Tokelo:Goprotectoutfamily.

-[]Thecheetahisthefastestland

animalsoasTokelosaidhecangohe

wasoutoftherunningwiththemost

hightspeedheadingtothewest.

LeavingTokeloghostandNtsikathelion

backatthefield.Heransofastand

whenhestoodonthehillhesawthat

theirpeoplewerefallinglikeflies.He

walkedaroundasifheislookingathis

preywaitingforjusttherighttimeto

devourit.Hewalkedtothem from the

back,hegottooneguyandpulledout

histhroatfrom thebackleavinghim on

theground.Hemovedaroundonthe



backdoingthesamething,hispaws

weresosharpliketheyweresharpened

theysomethingmakingiteasyforhim

toachievehispurpose.Hewasleaving

bodiesbehingwithnothroat,notjust

thethroatbuthewoulduprootthe

throatdeepcomingoutwithittogether

withthelungsandthrewitonthe

groundandmovingforward.The

soldierswerelosingtheirbacklineand

theydidn’tevennoticeastheywere

busywiththeguysinfrontofthem.

-[]Theguysgotmotivatedasthey

noticedthattheyhadhelpandnow

foughtwithsomuchcourageand

determination.Theydidn’tknowwhoor

whatwashelpingthem buttheywere



gratefulforthehelp.Mapulasawhow

Thabisohastransformedandnoteven

onedayhassheseenhim likethateven

whenhewasfightingthedemonsat

BaKoena.Shewasrighttherewithhim

connectingtohim ashefought,shefelt

prideofthemanthegodshavechosen

forherbutalsofeltdisappointmentthat

sheunderminedhispowers.She

decidedtoconnectwiththequeensand

askaboutthisandsheconnectedwith

Nyolodi.

-[]Mapula:Myqueen,somethingis

botheringme.

-[]Nyolodi:Iknowyouarebotheredto

seeyourkinglikethat.

-[]Mapula:ButWhycausedthisMy



queen,ImeanIhaveneverseenmyking

likethis.

-[]Nyolodi:YoucauseditMyqueen

-[]Mapula:Pleaseexplainyourself

-[]Nyolodi:Whenyouhityourmission

from him youunleashedangerthatyou

weresupposedtokeepcalm.Hisa

beastandastrongoneatthatbuthis

beastdon’tjustcomeoutandonlyyou

andtheprincesscantriggerthatkindof

angerfrom him aswellascalm him.

-[]Mapula:Butwhywasn’tItoldabout

him havingsuchpowers?

-[]Nyolodi:Thatwasnotyourstofind

outbutIdidtellyouoncethatthegods

willneverchooseaweaklinktobethe



husbandtotherainqueen.Youshould

haveknownthatyourpowersandhis

areonthesamelevelbuthiscanbe

moredangerousthanyourswhenanger

consumeshim.Imeanlookathowhis

killingthosepeople.

-[]Mapula:WhatcanIdotofixthis?

-[]Nyolodi:Iholdnoknowledgeofthat

myqueenbecauseIneverhadaking

andwedidwarnyouthatthismight

happen.

-[]Mapula:Yesyoudidmyqueenand

mythanksforyoutime.

-[]Nyolodi:Keepwell.

Backatthefield:



Ntsikathelionwasbusycircling

Xhanti’sgangandTokelowaswatching

astheguyscircledaroundXhanti

checkuponhim whiletheotherswere

justgettingclosertoothersasthey

wereafraidofthelionthatislookingat

them liketheyareit’smeal.Xhanti

coughedupandwokeup.

Xhanti:Guyswhathappened?

Tokelo:Youfaintedyoupieceofshit

(Xhantistoodupquicklylookingaround

forthecheetahhesawbeforehefainted

onlytofindalionandnoNtsikaor

Thabiso)

Xhanti:OkayWhereisthecheetah?



Mandy:Hisgone

Xhanti:AndtheZuluprince?(they

pointedatthelion)

Xhanti:Ohcomeon!!Yougottobe

kiddingme!Areyouguysallanimals?

Tokelo:IwishIhadtimetoexplain(he

movedclosertohim andMandyshot

him ontheshoulderandthatwasher

mistakeasTokelogotangryandghost

tookover)

HewasstranglingandthrowingXhanti’s

peopleonthegroundlikehisthrowing

hotpotatoes.WhileNtsikathelionwas

fightingliketheanimalheistargeting

themostvitalorgansofhisvictimsthat



weakenedthem makingithardforthem

tomove.Xhantiwasusingaguntofight

buthiscouldseethathispeoplewere

losing,heranabitfurtherfrom the

othersandsentaquicksignaltothe

soldiersthatwereallocatedtothem and

wentbacktotryingtoshootNtsikabut

hewouldhidebehindhisownpeople

andendupshootingoneofhisown.The

soldiersarrivedandstartedshootingbut

bythelookofthingstherewasnoarmy

thereonlythelionandtheoneguy,yet

theirpeoplewerefalling.

Eastside:



TsietsiandLebowerehandledtheir

gunslikeprofessionalsthattheyare.

Shootingandhelpingeachotherwith

bulletcasesfightingsidebysidelooking

outforeachother’sbacks.Ifitwasn’ta

waronewouldevensayitwasbeautiful

towatch.

Tsietsi:IneverknewhowmuchImissed

theadrenalinerushofshootingagun.

Lebo:Wellyougotmorethanenoughof

itnowsolet’smakesurewegetoutof

herealivesothatwecangotoour

families.

Tsietsi:YeahIhaveawomantomarry

Lebo:AndIhaveababytomeet.

Agent:Bosslookoutgrenade!!!



LeboandTsietsirunforcoverandthe

bombexplodedandfragmentswere

flyingallover.

Tsietsi:Nowtheyarefightingdirty,wellI

candothataswell.

Lebo:Iwillcoveryou.(Tsietsinodded)

HerantothetreeswhileLeboandsome

oftheagentscoveredhim.Hegottothe

treeandclimbedandfrom wherehe

washecouldseewherethesoldiers

were.Hetookouttwogrenadesfrom

hispocketandthrewthem ontheside

ofthesoldiersandtheyexplodedwith

fragmentsandbodypartsflyingaround.
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Insert30

BaKoenakingdom

Thingsweregettinguglybytheminute

atBaKoena,thegroundslooklikethe

timesofapartheidinSouthAfricawhen



roadswouldbesoquietthatonlythose

withtheauthoritywalkedthem and

thosewhowerebraveenoughtoface

theconsequences.NowinBaKoenathe

onlypeoplewhowereoutwerethose

involvedinthewarandtheoutsiders

whocametoinvadetheirkingdom.The

peoplehavetheirchildrenhiddenunder

thebedsandinwardrobesjusttokeep

them safeincasethingsgetoutofhand.

Yestheirkinginformedthem thatno

onewillcomeintotheirhouseandthey

willknowwhenthewarisoverbythe

bellthatwillberang.

AtthefieldXhantiwaslosingalotof

peoplequickly,heeventhoughtthathis



notfightinghumanbutanimalseven

thoughtheotherdidn’tchangeform.He

wastiredandcounttakeanymore,the

soldierswerealsonotmuchhelpas

Ntsikathelionwaskillingthem likehis

killinganimalsinthejungle,butthen

againitwasthejungle,thesurvivalof

thefittestandhisteam wasnotamong

thefit.Theykilledallthepeopleandnow

itwasnowonlyhim,GeraldandMandy

leftwhenhesignaledthem tosurrender

andtheyouttheirweaponsdownatthe

sametime.

Xhanti:Myking,pleasehavemercyon

us,wesurrender,myfathercouldbe

deadwhereheisbynowandifIdietoo

thenmykingdom andmypeoplewill



havenoleader.Weonlycamehereto

getatleastsomeofthemoneyback,

ourpeoplearesufferingandthedeals

wehadinprocessaregoingtofall

through.Pleasemyking.

Tokelo:Couldn’tyouactlikeanormal

personandcometometonegotiate

gettingasum ofmoney,insteadof

attackingmykingdom?Whatdidyou

thinkwillhappen?

Xhanti:Wedidn’tthinkthatfarmyking,

thepressuretheparentsputonuswas

toomuchandweunderstoodbecauseit

wasourownfaultthatweendedup

losingthemoneyandweapologize

profusely.

Tokelo:Wellam nottheonlyoneyou



havetoapologizeto,PrinceNtsikais

here,doapologizetohim.

Ntsikathelionwentthem inahurryand

stoodinfrontofthem thenroaredso

loudthatItwasMandyandGerald’sturn

tofaint.Afterthathemovedaround

them circlingthem ashekepton

showinghislionteethlikehisgoingto

devourhim anymoment.

Xhanti:MykinghowdoItalktothe

princewhenhislikethis?(heasked

withaveryshakyvoiceandhewasfive

topeeinghispants)

Tokelo:Thereisnotalkingtohim now

becauseyoumightsaysomething



stupidandyouwillendupbeinghis

mealforthenight.

Xhanti:Wewouldliketotakeoutleave

nowmykingifthekingallows.

Tokelo:Takeyourfriendsandgetthe

helloutofmycountry.

Xhantididn’twastanytimewakingup

thesetwowithclapsandheadingforthe

cartheycamewith.

Tokelo:HeyHeyHey!(Xhantiturned

back)Iwillbesendingthesebodiesto

yourkingdom andyouwillseewhatto

dowiththem!(Xhantinoddedandthey

droveoff)

TokeloturnedtolookatNtsikathelion.



Tokelo:Youdoknowthatam goingto

beridingonyourbackgoinghomeright?

(Ntsikagroaned)

Tokelo:Heyrememberwecamewith

theircarsohowdoyouthinkIwillget

home?

(Ntsikagroanedloud)

Tokelo:Itdoesn’tmatterwhatyouthink

becauseit’snotlikeIcanmakeacallto

bepickedup.Peopleareatwarhere.

(Ntsikagroanedandwentclosertohim

andbenthisfrontfeetandTokelo

climbedonandheldontohisfurthen

Ntsikawalkedoff.

OntheWestThabisowassoangrythat



hewasn’tevenlooking,hisfurandpaws

werefullofblood.Thesoldiersinfront

noticedthattheynolongerhaveaback

linebuttheycouldn’tfocusontheback

astheywerebeingattackedhardin

front.Hewasnowontherowwhere

Xhanti’sfatherandthegeneralwereand

heattackedthetwopeoplebefore

Xhanti’sfatherandwhenhesawthishe

madearunforitbuthedidn’tgetfaras

Thabisogottohim throwinghim intoa

treethenwenttohim andbrickedhis

legs.Helefthim andwentstraightfor

theGeneral,oneofthesoldierssawhim

comingandheshothim twotimesin

thechestbutnotbeforehecameback

withthegeneral’sthroat.



Mapulafellonthegroundwith

excruciatingpainonherchestthesame

timeThabisofell.Sheclosedhereyes

andsawhim layingonthegroundwith

bloodallover.Thequeencamerunning

toherroom becauseshescreamedso

hardandloud.

Queen:Whatiswrongbaby?

Mapula’seyeswerenowchanging

colorsandthequeengotscaredabit

butnoparentyouleavetheirchild’sside.

Mapula:Callthepalacedoctoratthe

hospitaltellhertomeetmeontheroof

ofthehospital,tellheram comingwith

someonewithhim shotwounds.



Shethendrewherwingsandflewout

thewindowofherroom breakingitin

theprocess.Sheflewheadingtowhere

shewasfeelingThabiso’sheartbeat

slowlyfading.Shewasupinthesky

whenshesawthebodiesontheground

andallthebloodshegotangryasshe

loweredherselfdownandwhenshewas

aboutgroundlevelsheclosedherwings

andstartedspinningaroundveryfast

andstrongandverycruelwindstarted

blowingformingatornadoasshegoes

higherandhigherofftheground.She

gottothetopveryhightandthetornado

wasnowbigandstrongnotforgetting

thewindthatcamewithit.Shethen

spreadherwingsmovingveryfast



towardsthewestwherethewarwas

andwhereherhistorylaid.Theguys

from herbrother’steam sawherasshe

cameandtheydidn’twasteanytime

runningtheoppositedirection.The

soldiersthoughttheyhadwonwhen

theysawthem runninglittledidthey

knowthatthiswillbetheirend.

Mapulawasveryfastbecauseshecould

heartheheartbeatfading,shewas

pickingupeverythingonthewaythere

asthetornadowasstrong.Whenshe

gotclosertothesoldierstheirguns

startedflyingandbeingsuckedinbythe

tornado,theyranandheldontotrees

butthatdidn’thelpmuchasthe



branchestheyheldontostarted

breakingandbeingsuckedinaswellby

thetornadowiththem too,theywere

spam aroundinthetornadobeinghitby

thethethingsthatweresuckedinthe

tornado.MapulagottoThabisoandleft

thetopofthetornadoandflewtohim

andpickedhim upandflewthedirection

ofthehospital.TokeloandNtsika

spottedherandfollowedbehindher.
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Insert31

BaKoena

Thesoldiersthatsurvivedthetornado

wereonly5,theyregained

consciousnessandstartedlookingfor

survivorsbutthereweren’tany.Asthey

walkedtowheretheircarswerethey

heardsomeonegroaninginpainand

theywenttocheckWhoitwasandthey

foundkingNqabahimself.Hewas

losingalotofbloodandtheywerenot

evensureifhewillmakeittothe

hospital.Asweknowthatthesoldiers

aretrainednottoleaveamanbehindin



battlesotheyfollowedtheirtrainingand

tookofftheirshirtsandtiedthem from

hiswaistdowntohislegsthatseemed

tobebroken.Theydidthatonlytostop

thebleeding,theyheldhim upand

Nqabawasgroaninginpainallthis

while.Theygottothecaranddroveoff

tothecapital,theywentstraighttothe

hospitalandwhen/theygottherehis

pulsewasweakbutstillalive.Theyleft

them thereandwenttothehotelthey

bookedanduponarrivaltheymetXhanti.

Xhanti:Areyoutheonlyoneswho

survivedonyourteam?

Soldier:Yesandyourfather

Xhanti:Whereishe?



Soldier:Wedroppedhim offatthe

hospitalafewminutesback.

Xhanti:Howbadishe?

Soldier:Manwenotdoctorswesoldiers

whoshouldhavebeeninformedthatwe

willbefightinganimalsnotpeopleand

nowwelostourmenbecausetheintel

wegotwasnotcomplete.

Xhanti:TheGeneralshouldhavetold

youthatbutinmydefenseIdidn’tknow

eitherthatthosepeoplearehalfhuman

andhalfanimalorIwouldn’thave

draggedmyteam here.

Gerald:Youdidn’tdragusanywhereand

yougaveusachoicetostaybehindand

wechosetocomewithyou.Soit’snot



yourfault.

Xhanti:Butitdoesn’tmakeitanyeasier,

welostourparentsthere,yourfather,

theteam,Mandy’smotheronlysurvived

becausesheonlysentherpeopleand

shewasn’thereandwedon’tevenknow

ifmyfatherwillmakeitthroughthe

night.

Soldier:Serveshim rightforwantingto

fightanimalslikehisacarelesszoo

keeper.Nowwelostpeopleonthis

damnbattleincludingtheGeneral

himself,youshouldhaveseenhowthat

cheetahwasrippingofftheirthroats

man.ItwasnotagoodsighttoseeandI

havebeenonmanybattlesandIhave

seenalotofbadandhorriblethingsbut



nothinglikewhatIsawheretoday.

Gerald:Whataretheyanyway?

Xhanti:Ihavenoideaman!Inour

kingdomswedon’thavesuchandIonly

readaboutthisinbooksbutnever

thoughtitexisted.

Soldier:Wellthiswasnobookyoujust

readbutrealityoftheeventsthatjust

tookplaceIdon’tevenknowhowyou

survived.Letmegopackam goingback

home,Idon’twanttobeinthiscountrya

minutelonger.

Gerald:What’sgoingtohappentoallthe

bodieslayinginthosefields?Imean

theirfamilieswillatleastliketobury

theirlovedonestogetclosure.



Xhanti:Thekingwasgenerousenough

tosayhewillsendthem homebutwhat

scaresmeisthathisgoingtosend

them tomykingdom.

Soldier:Whentheyarrivedtellussothat

thesoldiersbodiescanbeburiedwith

dignitymilitaryway.

Xhanti:Thankyou,Iwasworriedabout

that.

Soldier:Nexttimepickyourbattles

carefullyandnotgetotherpeoplekilled.

Thosesoldierstheregotkilledbecause

theywereloyaltothewrongpersonwho

alsodiedwithoutgivingthefamilies

answersnowwhatarewegoingtotell

them?



Xhanti:Am sorrymanbutIhavenoidea.

Thesoldiersallleftgoingtotheirrooms

topackleavingXhantiandGerald

standingthere.

Gerald:Areyounotgoingtoseeyour

father?

Xhanti:NoIwillgotomorrowbecause

thoseoperationstakehoursandIwon’t

seehim anywayevenifIgo.

Gerald:YeahYouright,letscheckon

Mandy.

TheywentinsidetocheckonMandyand

theyfoundhersittingonthebedholding

apillowstaringintothewallsnoteven

blinking.



Xhanti:Shedefinitelygoingtoneed

traumacounselingafterthis.

Gerald:SowillI

TheysatwithMandyonthebed

replayingtheeventsofthedayandthey

stillcouldn’tbelievewhattheysaw.

TheEastSide:

Tsietsi,Leboandtheagentsmanaged

todefeatthesoldiersbuttheyhadtheir

ownbruisestoprovethattheyhave

beeninbattle.Tsietsiwasshotonthe

shoulderwhichisnowbandagedwitha

pieceofhisshirttostopthebleeding.

Lebowasshotinthelegandisnow



limping,usinganAK47gunasacaneto

walkwith.Hecalledtheguardstoget

medicalhelpfortheirpeople,theyhave

lostmanybutalsomanagedtosave

many.Theywerenowbeingtransported

backtothepalaceinaopenbacktruck

astherewerealotofthem.

Tsietsi:Ihaveagunshortwoundbut

damnitwasworthithahah

Lebo:ItwasButam tiredashellnow

becausetheadrenalineiswearingoff.

Tsietsi:Ienjoyedmyself,Inevergotto

playthathardsincePapi’sdayanddon’t

tellmywife.

Lebo:Am notsnitchbutmanthosedays

youandyourfatherwerebadass.



Tsietsi:Yeahwetriedtokeepupwith

ghostandlookwherethatgotus.

Lebo:It’sinthepastnowman.Nowtell

me,whathappenedtoyourfatherreally?

Didyouguyseverfindthepersonthat

killedthemightyterror?

Tsietsi:Manyouwon’tbelievemeevenI

toldyouthetruth.

Lebo:Yeahprobably(Leboputtwoand

twoanddiscoveredthatTsietsikilled

hisownfather,Imeanthatcanonlybe

thatexplanationforhim nottoevenlook

forthepersonthatkilledhim.Who

wouldlookforthem seeanyway)

Whentheygottothepalacetherewere

alotofdoctorsaroundhelpingpeople



eventheresidenceofthemedicinewere

therehelpingoutandgainingfield

experienceintheprocessworkinginthe

fastpacedenvironmentwithpeoples

livesontheirhands.

AttheHospital:

Mapulaarrivedattheroofofthe

hospitalbutNtsikathelionandTokelo

couldn’tgouporgoinsidethehospital

asNtsikawasstillalionsotheystood

atadistancethentunedbackheadingto

thepalace.Butwhentheygotcloser

theysawthatthereweremanypeople

thereandNtsikahadtochangeintohis



humanform.Thentheywalkedtothe

palace,theygotthereandTokelomade

callstoarrangeforthebodiestobe

takenfrom thefieldsandsentbackto

MthathaatamaMfengukingdom.When

hewasdonehewentaroundchecking

onhispeople.

ThepalacedoctormetupwithMapula

ontheroofwithtwonurseswhofainted

themomenttheysawanangelflying

towardsthem astheycalleditwhen

theyspreadgossiparoundthehospital.

Thedoctorwasalsoscaredafterseeing

thisbutthemomentshesawitwas

Mapulashecalmeddown,shehad

questionsbutthiswasnotthetimeto



askthem.Thedoctorimmediatelytook

ThabisototheOR(OperatingRoom)

andshewastoldbyMapulatoonly

removethebulletsandstabilizehim as

shewillbetakinghim awaythemoment

hisstable.Thedoctordidastoldand30

minuteslatershewenttoMapulaand

foundhersittingonthebenchesinthe

waitingroom.

Doctor:Hisstablenow.

Mapula:Thankyou,pleasetakemeto

him Ihavetotakehim awayfrom here.

Doctor:IfIdothathemightnotmakeit

throughthenight.

Mapula:IknowthatiswhyIhavetotake

him withnowsothatIcangethim the



helpheneeds.

Doctor:Iwon’targuewithyoubutyou

willhavetogetoutthroughthebackso

thatnooneseesyou.

Mapula:Iwouldn’thaveitanyotherway,

let’sgo.

TheywenttowhereThabisowasand

Mapulatookhim.Thenthedoctor

showedherthebackdoorandsheflew

awaywithhim goingtowardsthesacred

river.Innotimeshewasthereandstood

ontopofthewaterandaskedfor

passageanditwasgrantedasthewater

openedinthemiddle.Butwhatwas

strangewasthealligatorsthat



surroundedtheendsoftherivergoing

allthewayaroundasiftheywerepaying

respectstoafallenone.Mapulalooked

atthatbutpusheditbackandwentinto

thewater,uponarrivalNyolodimether

halfway.

Mapula:MyqueenIam heretoseek

help.

Nyolodi:Iknowwhyyouareheremy

queen,comethisway.(theywentto

whereNyolodiworksandputhim down)

Nyolodiworkedonhim forawhilethen

lookedatMapula.

Mapula:Whatisitmyqueen.

Nyolodi:Idon’tknowhowtoexplainthis

toyoumyqueenbutit’sreallybad.



Mapula:pleasetellmemyqueenIneed

toknow.

Nyolodi:Thekingisbetweentwoworlds,

theworldofthedeadandthatofthe

living.Hisnotdeadoraliveeither.

Mapula:Whatgothim stuckthisway?

Nyolodi:Thekingisveryangrymy

queenatyouespeciallyandhisnoteven

fightingtocomebackbecausehislove

hasrenderedhim useless.

Mapula:Buthewillneverbeuselessto

memyqueen,Ilovehim andhisthe

fatherofmychildandtheloveofmylife.

Nyolodi:Hedoesn’tknowthatnow,this

happenedatthetimewhenhehadhis

doubtsaboutyourloveforhim,whichis



whyhisnotevenfightingtocomeback,

hisgivenuponlife.Buthehasbeen

givenasecondchancetoreconsiderbut

hedoesn’twanttotakeitsohisgiven

twoweeksbeforetheytakehim.

Mapula:Whenhedoesn’twanttotake

thesecondchancewhatwillItellthe

princess?Thatgirllovesherfathermore

thananything,ifhedoesn’twantto

comebackforthencanheatleast

comebackfortheprincess?His

daughterneedshim.(shewasnow

crying)

Nyolodi:Myqueencrystalwon’thelpgo

andtalktohim hecanherepeopleon

bothworldsmaybehewillchangehis



mind.(shenoddedandwenttohim and

kneeledbeforehim)

Mapula:Mylove,pleasecomebackto

me,wehavetofixthisplease.Am sorry

fordisrespectingyoulikethat,am sorry

forunderminingyourauthorityasmy

husband,themanofthehouseandthe

fatherofmychild.BabyImadea

mistake,Ibrokemyvowtoyouto

alwaysbeopenandhonestwithyou

abouteverything.IfailedatthatandI

failedyou.Am sorryverysorrymylove

pleaseforgiveme,IthoughtIwasdoing

rightbutintheprocessIendedupdoing

youwrong.Pleasebabycomebackto

meandourprincess,weneedyouand

ourfamilyisnotcompletewithoutyou.I



can’tbeaqueenwithoutmykingand

howwillmyprincessbeaprincess

withoutherkingbyherside.Weneed

youmylovepleasecomebacktous.

(shewasacryingmessandshespoke

tohim butnochangeinThabiso)

NyolodiwenttohertocheckonThabiso

aftershehasspokentohim.

Nyolodi:CanIpleasecheckonhim to

seeifthereisanyprogress?(Mapula

noddedmovingasidegivingwayto

Nyolodi)

Nyolodiwenttohim andkneeledinfront

ofhim andplacedherhandsonhis

chest,oneonthechestandoneonhis



forehead.Sheconcentratedforafew

minuteswithhereyesclosed,aftera

fewminutessheopenedhereyesand

lookedatMapulathenshookherhead.

Mapulecriedsopainfullykneeling

beforehim withhishandsonhersas

shecried.Thefallenqueenswere

lookingatherwithpityintheireyes.
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Mysticallandwiththehigherups:

Inthemysticallandthehigherups,

thosethatholdthepower,makeour

faithandmakethedifficultdecisions

weregatheredtogethertodiscussthe

prophecyontherainqueen.Theycould

seethatthingsweregettingoutofhand

nowandtheywereafraidofwhatwill

happeniftheyletthiscontinue.Butat

theendofthedaythechoiceremains

withtheindividual.

Angel:Wearegatheredheretodayto

discusstheprophecyregardingthe

queenandourking.



Lerumo:Iam newtothisandbeforewe

continueIwouldliketoknowwhatthe

writtenprophecyis?

Angel:Wellbeforerainqueenswerenot

allowedtomarrysotheylivedlonely

liveswithnochildrenandnoking.Their

mainfocuswasprotectingthe

kingdomstheyruledin.Butafterthe3

fallenwerekilledbythewitchwe

decidedthatitwastimethingschanged.

Aprophecywaswrittenthatarain

queenshallmarryandhavechildrenbut

theywon’tbeordinary,theywillbethe

eyesofthegodsandyoungprotectors

ofthekingdom.Eachonewillhavea

specialstatusandpower.Butifthe

queenweretoloseakinginamanner



thatweighsheavyonboththeirhearts

wewilllosethem both.

Lerumo:Soyoutellingmethatifthe

kingrefusestowakeupthequeenwill

follow?

Angel:Yesbecausetheyareconnected

ineverywayandifonediestheother

diestwo.Theyareeachother’slifeline.

Lerumo:Thenwehavetodosomething

theprincessistooyoungtoprotectthe

kingdom.

Angel:Am awareofthatbutthereis

nothingwecandoreally,wedidallwe

couldwhenwebeggedtheangelof

deathonhisbehalfnowit’salluptohim.

Lerumo:Humanshaveaego,especially



menandwhenthategoisbruisedbythe

onetheyholddeartotheirheartsthey

seethemselvesasuseless.Ourqueen

didthistoourkingbutnowsheregrets

itandtofindoutthatwecan’tdo

anythinghurtsme.

Angel:Theirfaithliesonhishandsthey

justhavetofindawaytoconvincehim.

Itseemsthatourfaithliesinourhands

afterall,wehavethepowertochangeit

intowhatwewantbutouractions

preventusfrom doingsobecausewe

listenmoretoothermortalsthanthat

littlevoiceinsidethatsaysdoitandyou

willsucceed.Butwithonesingle

thoughtofdoubtweloseeveryweever



wantedandcryWhyme.

Therainqueenhasbeenbyher

husbandssideallthistimebegginghim

tocomebacktoher.Hereyeswere

swollenfrom allthecryingandshewas

slowlylosingherself.

Nyolodi:Myqueentakehim homeso

thatallthefamilymemberscanspend

timewithhim beforethetwoweeksis

over.

Mapula:Whatam Igoingtotellhis

parents?

Nyolodi:Youdon’thavetotellthem

everythingjustthathegotinjuredin

battle.



Mapula:NomyqueenIcan’tdothat,I

am heretodayinthismessbecauseI

keptasecretandam notabouttokeep

anotheronebecauseitwillbelikeI

didn’tlearnfrom mymistake.Iwilltell

them thingsexactlyastheyareandif

theyhatemeafterthatsobeitbutthey

willknowthetruth.

Nyolodi:Iunderstandbutconnectwith

yourprotectorsothatshecanhelpyou

withhim whenyougetout.

Mapuladidn’tanswershejustclosed

hereyesandconcentratedconnecting

withNgwedi.‘Iam alreadywaiting

outsidetherivermyqueen’shesaid‘my

thanksNgwediIwillbeoutnow’she

saidandopenedhereyes.



Nyolodi:It’stime.

Mapulanoddedandtheprotectorsof

thequeenshelpedherwithcarryingthe

kingbecauseshewastooweaktodoso

herself.Theyleftandthewateropened

andshesurfacedfrom thewaterwith

theprotectorsinfrontofhercarrying

theking.Ngwediwenttothem running

andtookthekingandplacedhim onthe

sideoftheriveronabigrockthatwas

there.Thenwentandhelpedthequeen

whowasjustkneelinginthewater

losingherenergy,shetookherand

placedhernexttotheking.

Ngwedi:Myqueengivemeyourhandso

thatyoucanconnectwithyourbrother

tocomeandhelpus.



Mapula:NoIcanmanageNgwedi.

Ngwedi:Nomyqueenyouarelosing

strengthandIcanfeelitpleaseletus

askforassistance.(shenoddedand

Ngwediputherhandonhersandthey

closedtheireyestogethersearchingfor

Tokeloandtheyfoundhim)’Helpme

brotheram bytheriver’shesaid‘my

mindisplayingtricksonme)hethought

‘Tokeloit’smeMapulaIneedhelpAm

bytheriver’shesaid‘Idon’tknowifyou

canhearmeormymindisplayingtricks

onmebutam coming’hesaid.Sheand

Ngwediopenedtheireyesandsatthere

waitingforTokeloandhearrivedafter5

minutesasitwasnotfar.Hegotoutof

thecarandwalkedtowardstheriver



bendashecouldseethem.

Tokelo:Wewilltalkathome,Iwillcarry

ThabisoandNgwedihelpthequeen.

Ngwedi:Myking

TokelopickedupThabisoandNgwedi

tookMapulaandtheywalkedtothecar,

TokeloplacedThabisoatthebackand

Mapulaaswellandsheputhisheadon

herlapthenNgwedisatinfrontwith

Tokeloandhedroveoff.Noonewas

talkingonthedrivehomebutwhat

Tokelowasseeingwasnotgoodatall,

theygottothepalaceandtheguards

openedforthem.HepickedupThabiso

againgoingtotheirchamberand

Ngwedifollowedwiththequeen,they

gotthereandtheyplacedthem ontheir



bedtogetherandcoveredthem up.

Tokelolefttoinform thequeenmother

andtheothers,whilehewalkedtothe

mainhousetotellthequeenmotherthe

chiefpriestwalkedtohim andwithout

sayingawordtheywenttothequeen

motherwhowassittinginthelounge

playingwiththeprincess.

Tokelo:Mother

Mother:Mykinghowiseverythinggoing

outthere.

Tokelo:Wearegettingtheremyqueen

andinaweekitwillbeliketherewasno

battle.Canwesendtheprincesstoher

room weneedtohaveawordwith

you(thequeencalledthemaidenwho

looksaftertheprincessandshetook



heraway)

Queen:Whatisthematter?

Tokelo:Motheryoursoninlawgot

injuredinbattleandIjustcameback

from gettinghim andMapulafrom the

river.

Queen:Thenhemustbehealedbynow,

ifhiscomingfrom theriver.

Tokelo:That’stheproblem Mother,they

bothlookliketheywilldieanymoment.

Chief:Whichiswhyam here,thekingis

right,thequeenandherkingarenotwell

andeventhegodscan’thelpthem.Am

toldonlypureanduntaintedlovecan

bringbackthekingfrom thedeadbut



thequeenwillonlyhealaftermaking

peacewiththeking.

Queen:GodofBaKoenawhatisthisnow?

Sodoesthatmeanthatifwecan’tfind

thispurelovetheywillbothdie?

Chief:Yesmyqueen.

Tokelo:Howlongdotheyhave?

Chief:Twoweeks.

Queen:OhmyGod!Wherearewe

supposedtofindthispurelove?

Chief:Thatwasnotrevealedtomemy

queen.

Tokelo:ThankyouchiefpriestandIwill

goinform theothers.



Tokelowentouttothethroneroom to

inform theothers,hewastornbythese

newsandfeelsuselessthathecan’tdo

anythingtohelp.Hegotinandsaton

hischairandlookedatLebo,Tsietsiand

Ntsika.

Tokelo:Ihavesomebadnews

Lebo:Whatisit?(heaskedsounding

veryworried)

Tokelo:Thekinggotinjuredinbattleand

hedoesn’tseem likehewillmakeit.

Lebo:YhooIfeelsorryforMapula,this

isgoingtobeverydifficultonher.

Tokelo:That’snotall.

Ntsika:Whatmorecantherebenow?

(heaskedsoundingdefeated)



Tokelo:Thequeenmightalsonotmake

itsincesheisconnectedtotheking,she

isalreadyweakaswespeakandlosing

strengthbytheminute.

Ntsika:What?HayiiMpandeyami,

angivumi!Loyamuntuyimpilokimina,

kunkosikaziwami,ooManzinibephelele.

Kuninanakwinganeyakhe,benzanjani

abantuabadalaukuthibamyekelekanje?

NgifungaooGwabiniasozengimyekele

afemina.Loyamuntuunginikezeubomi

nempilominanesizwesoManzini

angekeafe.(notmyMpande,Idon’t

agree!Thatpersonislifetome,tomy

wifeandtheManziniclan,toyouand

herchild,howcanthegodsturntheir

backsonherlikethis?Iswearonthe



Gwabini’sIwillneverletherdie.That

persongavemelifeandthengavelife

thetoManziniclansshewillnotdie)he

saidwithglassyeyesandlookslikehis

goingtoletthetearsfallatanymoment.

Tsietsi:IknowIhavedoneherwrong

beforeandsheforgaveme,likeNtsika

shegavememywife,awomanam

abouttomakethequeenofmykingdom

andthefuturemotherofmykids.If

thereisanythingIcandotohelpherlet

meknow.

Lebo:MapulaandThabisowillnotdie.

Telluswhatthegodswantandwewill

gototheendsoftheworldtogetit.



Tokelo:Pureanduntaintedlovewill

bringthekingbackandthequeenwillbe

savedaftermakingpeacewiththeking.

Ntsika:Damnyourancestorsare

complicated!Whatthehellisthat?

Lebo:Purelove,that’swhatitis.

Tokelo:Am asconfusedasyouare.

Tsietsi:Thisisdifficult.

Thequeenmotherwenttowhere

MapulaandThabisowere,shegotin

andsatonthebedbesidesthem,she

lookedatbothofthem andcouldsee

thattheyareslowlydriftingaway.

Queen:OhLerumo,whereveryouare



pleasepleadwiththeGodsforusnotto

letmychildrendie,theyaretooyoung

andhavealottodobeforetheyjoinyou.

Pleasemykinghelpyourlightandher

king,Lerumoithurtsmetoseeour

childrenlikethisanditmakesitworse

thatyounotheretohelpmethrough

this.Don’tmakemegothroughthisI

begofyoumylove,don’tmakemebury

mychildren.

Shesattherebeggingherhusbandto

pleadwiththegodsontheirbehalfand

alsobeggingThabisoandMapulatonot

liveherandtheirprincess.Shewashurt

andwasacryingmess.
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TheCapital

AWeeklater

IthasbeenaweeksinceXhanti’sfather

wasadmittedtothehospitalafterthe

war,buttodayhisbeingdischargedand



theyaregoinghome.Theinjurieshe

sustainedwereveryserious,hislegs

couldn’tbesavedsotheyhadtobe

amputatedandnowhehasnolegsand

willhavetouseawheelchairfortherest

ofhislife.Notunlesshemanagesto

buyhimselfthoseartificiallegsbutit’s

highlyunlikelyforhim becausethey

havenomoney.Xhantiwasonhisway

tothehospitaltofetchhisfather,it

reallyhasn’tbeeneasyforhim overthe

week.Hegottothehospitalandwas

showntohiswardandNqabawas

sittingonthebedreadytoleave.

Xhanti:Father,howareyoufeelingtoday?

Nqaba:Likesomeonewithnolegs.

Xhanti:Youaretobegratefulthatyou



arestillalive,manyofyourassociates

andtheirchildrendidn’tmakeit.

Nqaba:Idon’tcareaboutthat

Xhanti:wellyoushouldbecauseyoulive

andyoursonlives.Begratefulfather,

thisexperienceshouldchangeyouand

makeyouabetterpersonnotabitter

person.

Nqaba:Takemehomesonplease.

Xhanti:That’swhyam here

Anursecameinpushingawheelchair

forNqabaandhelpedhim sitonitand

gavethem themedicationthedoctor

prescribedforhim.Theytookitandfelt,

goingtothecarthentheairporttocatch

aflighthome.Theyboardedtheirflight



andinnotimetheywereinjoburgSouth

Africa.Theywentandgotsomethingto

eatwhiletheywaitedforaflightto

Mthatha.Innotimetheywereontheir

wayhomeandallthewayNqabawas

veryquietwhichbotheredXhantibut

toldhimselfthathewillneedtimeto

accepthiscurrentcondition.Whenthey

gottoMthathaadriverwasalready

waitingforthem,theygotintothecar

andleftgoinghome,uponarrivaltothe

palacethequeenwasbusyinher

gardenwhentheyarrivedandsheleft

everythingandwenttothem.

Queen:Mypeople,Imissedyou,howare

youdoing?

Xhanti:GreetingsMother,weare



hanginginthere.

Queen:Alrightmyprince,mykingare

younotgoingtocomeoutandgreet

yourqueen?(Nqabakeptquietand

Xhantiwentovertohissideandhelped

inontothewheelchairandputhim to

theotherside.

Queen:GodsIfourlandwhatisthis?

(shesaidshockedwithherhandson

herhead)

Xhanti:Wewillexplaininsidemother.

Queen:No!!Nothingwillbeexplained

inside,firstitwastonsofdeadbodies

beingdeliveredtomypalacewithpeople

tellingmeyouguysknowaboutthem

andnowthis!!WhattheHellisgoingon



inthispalace?

Xhanti:Motherpleaselet’sgoinside(he

pleaded)

Queen:XhantilomziNyembeziIsaidI

needanexplanationandIneeditnow!

Xhanti:Okay!Thebodiesarethepeople

weweretobattlewithandfathergot

injuredthere.

Queen:What?Justhowmanypeopledid

yougowithandwhatbattledidyougo

to?

Xhanti:Canwepleaseexplainthe

detailsinside?

Queen:Fine!Let’sgo

XhantipushesthequietNqabatothe



houseandtheysatandexplainedwhat

happenedtothequeen.Tosayshewas

furiouswouldbeanunderstatement.

BaKoenakingdom

It’sbeenaweekandMapulaisnot

gettingbetterandThabisoisnotwaking

up.Mapulahaslostsomuchweightand

hasevenstoppedtalkingandshe

doesn’teat.TheweatherinBaKoena

hasbeensomberresemblinghowthe

queenfelt.Itstartedwithadrizzleon

theseconddaytheycamebackfrom

theriverandfrom thenonwardsithas

beengettingworseandworse.The



worsethequeenshealthgottheworse

itrained,ithasbeenrainingsincethat

day.Thefarmersareevenconcerned

aboutthecropsbeingdamaged

becauseoftoomuchrain,butthereis

nothinganybodycandoaboutit.Now

BaKoenahasbeenfacingrainstorm for

aweeknowandhasbeenrainingnon

stop.

Thechiefpriesttriedallhecouldbut

nothingworked,thequeenspleasedon

theirbehalfbutnothingcouldbedone.

Theprincesshasbeenaskingforher

parentsbutsheisalwaystoldthatthey

arenotfeelingwellandthatshewillsee

them whentheyarebetter.Lebohas



beencallingKwezieveryhourtocheck

onherandthebabysincetheroadsare

notsafetodriveoninthatkindof

weather.Theroyalfamilywasgathered

inthediningtableeatinglunch,more

likethequeenmotherwaseatinglunch

whiletheotherswerejustplayingwith

thecutlery.

Queen:Lookhereallofyou,mychildren

stillliveandIwillnotallowyoutoact

liketheyaredeadalready.Noweatyour

foodbeforeyougetmeangry.

Reneilwe:It’sjusttoodifficultmyqueen.

Queen:Whosaiditwasn’thuh?Those

aremykidsinthereandtheperson

who’sfeelingmorepainthanallofyou

combinedismeandifIcanbestrong



andeatsocanyou.

Tokelo:Motherlookattheweather

outside,itisnotnormal,yougooutside

foraminuteinthisweatherandyou

comebacksoakingwetandthisstarted

whenallofthishappened.

Lebo:Ithinkweallknowthatmanbut

whatmamaissayingisthatwehaveto

keepourstrengthandeat.Alsotrytobe

strongforthem.

Ntsika:Mah,bengicelaukuyombona

uMpandeumakulungilekumah

(motherIwouldliketogoandsee

Mpandeifit’sokaywithyou)

Queen:NtsikayouknowIlikeyouandall

thatbutmychild,Idon’tunderstand



yourlanguageandtheonlythingIheard

wasmahnothingelse.

Ntsika:Am sorrymah,Iwasaskingifit’s

okayifIgoseeMpande?

Queen:Ofcourseyoumaygo.

Ntsikastoodupandaskedamaidento

showhim Mapula’schamberandshe

did,hegotinandsawhowshelooked

andcouldn’tstopthetears.Hefellon

hiskneesandstartedpraying.

Ntsika:Nkulunkulubaba,ngizakuwe

namuhlangingenaluthoesandleni

ngaphandlekwentliziyoyamikuphela.

Babangiyaziukuthiangiyenaumuntu

othandazayokodwangicelaukuthiuzwe



umthandazowomntwanawakho.

Ngiyazingiwumoni,umbulalikodwauthi

wenauthandaumonioguqukayo

kunelingisa.NayiMpandeyamibabailele

kulombhedeingenamdlangishookuvula

amehlo,mkhumbulebaba,uma

ungenzelimnayenzelaumawakhe

nomntwanawakhe.Bayamdingababa

namifuthingiyamdinga.Amen(Father

lordJesusIcometoyouwithnothingin

handbutmyheart.FatherIknowthat

am notapersonthatpraysbutIaskthat

youheartheprayersofyourchild.I

knowthatam asinner,akillerbutyou

sayinyourwordthatyouloveasinner

thanrepentsmorethanasaint.Hereis

myMpandelordlayingonthisbedwith



nostrengtheventoopenhereyes,

rememberherfather,ifyouwon’tdoit

formethendoitforhermotherandher

child.TheyneedherfatherandIalso

needher.Amen.Hewascryingthis

wholetime)

Hegotupfrom wherehewaskneeling

andwalkedslowlytowardsthebed,he

satnexttoherandtookherhandinhis.

Ntsika:MpandeyomuziyoManzi,you

knowyousupposedtosay

NtsikayomuziwoManzini.Tellmewho

issupposedtosaythatwhenyoulaying

here?Youhavetowakeupnow

Mpandeyamitheprincessneedsyou.

Youknowwhat,Idon’tblameyoubutI



blameyourhusband.WenaThabiso

wangishayalaphayanaungishayelayena

uMpandeloulelenayela.Manjeawufuni

kubuyangobauzwekabuhlungu?Hayi

manuyigwalawena,hubaniowathi

umshadoulula?Phelaumaubulula

ngebazonkeimfenelangaphandle

ziyashada.Hakuvukeuyekele

ukuziphathisaokomumntuwesifazane.

(YouThabisobeatmeuponcefor

Mpandetheoneyoulayingnextto.Now

youdon’twanttocomebackbecause

yougothurt?Nomanyouareacoward,

whosaidmarriageiseasy?Becauseifit

waseasyallthebaboonsoutthere

wouldbegettingmarried.Wakeupand

stopactinglikeawoman)



AndyouMpandeIwillnotcomebackto

seeyouhere,Iwillseeyououtthere,

healthyandsmiling.Okay?(hestoodup

andwipedhistearsandlefttheroom.

MapulacouldhearwhatNtsikawas

sayingbutshedidn’thavestrengthto

respondoropenhereyes.Ifshewas

healthyandwellshewouldhave

laughedatsomeofthethingshesaid.

Asshelaidthereshekeepsontryingto

connectwithherhusbandtobeghim to

comebackbutshecan’tdoit.Shewas

tooweakandThabisawasnoteven

makinganyeffort.

Theprincesswenttohergrandmotherin



herroom accompaniedbythemaiden

thatlooksafterher.Shegotinandwent

tositbyherside.

Kea:Queenmother

Queen:Am notqueenmothertoyouam

grandmother.

Kea:Buteveryonecallsyouqueen

mother.

Queen:Yesbecausetheyaremy

children.

Kea:Andam not?

Queen:Nobutyouaremorethanmy

child,youaregrandpa’slightandalso

mommyanddaddy’slightandtomeyou

aremyeverything.



Kea:Ilikethat.

Queen:Goodnowwhyaren’tyouinbed?

It’scoldoutside.

Kea:Becausegrandpatoldmetogoand

savemykingsoIcameheretoask

permissiontogoseehim.

Queen:Am suregrandpadidn’tmeanit

likethatbutfornowcomesleepwith

grandma.

Kea:Okay(shewenttoherandgotin

bednexttoherandtheyslept)

Thepeopleofbakingwerenowworried

thatmaybethegodsarenothappy

aboutsomething.Orelsewhywouldit

continuestorainlikethisnonstop?



Theywerenowworriedthattheheavy

floodswillsoonmoveawaywiththe

foundationsoftheirhousesbecause

theywereveryheavyandtherainwasn’t

showinganysignofstopping.
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BaKoenakingdom



ThekingandqueenofBaTloungarrived

atBaKoenaridinginhorsecarriages

becausetheroadsweretoodangerous

andwettouseacar.Thejourneyfrom

BaTloungtoBakoenatook3daysasit

washardevenforthehorsestocarry

thecarriageinthatweather.Whenthey

gottheretheguardssawfrom theflag

onthecarriagethatiswasfrom

BaTloungandtheyopenedforthem and

toldthem tostopclosertotheentrance

soastonotgetrainedon.Theydidthat

andenteredthepalaceandthefamily

wasallgatheredinthelounge

discussingawayforward.Tokelo

spottedthem andstooduptogreet

them.



Tokelo:Greetingsmykingandqueen

Queen:Yourkingdiedandyourqueenis

rightthere(shesaidpointingatQueen

Mabotle)Everyonewastakenbackby

this.

Tokelo:Am sorrymyqueenImeantno

disrespect.

Queen:Takemetomysonnow!(she

shoutedandthequeensignaledforthe

maidentotakeherandtheyboth

followedthemaidentotheroom.

Lebo:Whatwasthat?

Tokelo:Idon’tknoweither.

Queen:Angerandsadness

Tokelo:Andit’stakenoutonme



because?

Queen:Idon’tknowmychild,Idon’t

know.

ThekingandqueenofBaTloungcame

backandonecouldtellthatthequeen

wasfumingwithanger.

Queen:TellmeMabotle,wasthisyour

planallalong?

Letsi:Pleasesitdownmyqueen.

Queen:NoIwillnotsitdownuntil

Mabotleanswersmyquestions.

Mabotle:Whatareyouonabout?

Queen:Firstyoukeptmyprinceinyour

palace,thenmakehim fightbattlesthat



arenothisandthengethim killedinthe

process.

Tokelo:Mykingpleasedomeafavor

andcalm yourqueenbecausesheis

goingtoofarnow.

Letsi:Myqueenpleasesitsothatwe

cantalkaboutthislikecivilizedpeople.

Queen:Thisisnotimetobecivilwith

peoplewhoaregoingtokillmyonly

childtheairapparenttothethroneof

BaTloung.

Mabotle:Youlistenhere,thisisMy

kingdom andthisthatyouareinismy

palaceandIwillnotallowyouto

disrespectmeinmyownhomelikethat.

Queen:Nowyouaretellingmeabout



yourkingdom,didyouthinkaboutmy

kingdom whenyoukeptmyprincehere?

Letsi:Enoughnow!

Mabotle:Nomykingletherbethisis

betweenyourqueenandI.

Queen:Youdamnrightitis!

Mabotle:Nowtellmethis,whosaved

youandyourkingdom from thedemon

thatpossessedyou?

Queen:Idon’tknowandIdon’tcare.

Mabotle:Youknowverywellthatmy

daughtersavedyoubutnowyouhere

causingtroubleforwhatexactly?

Queen:Formysonthatisonhis



deathbedbecauseofyoupeople.

Mabotle:Todayweareyoupeople,wow

howquickyouforget.Themaidenyour

princemarriedisnotjustaprincessbut

aqueen,herlifelineinhereinthis

kingdom andifherbetrothedwantsto

followherthenwhoam Itostophim?

Queen:Areyounottheadulthere!

Letsistoodupashewasnowtiredofall

this.

Letsi:Youknowwhatam goingtosee

myson(hewentbacktotheroom

wherethekingandqueenwere)You

peoplehavetowakeupnow,thingsare

fallingapartoutthereandIdon’twant

youcomingbacktoamess.Thabiso,



phofoloyabaTloungtsogangwanaka

dinthodiasenyehakantle

kakoana(ThabisobeastofBaTloung

wakeupmysonthingsgettingoutof

handoutthere)SonyouknowIhaveno

otherairtothethronebesidesyou,

pleasecomebacktomeandbesidesI

needhelpwithyourmothershe’sgoing

crazyInthere.(hestoodupandwentto

theloungeagainandwhenhegotI.His

wifewasstillgoingon.

Queen:Myprinceshouldbeathome

wherehisumbilicalcordisandnotat

BaKoena.

Letsi:That’senoughnow!My

grandfatherthepersonwhogave



Thabisohisbeastdidn’thavetobe

homeforourancestorstorecognize

him astheirownandcomeforhisaid.

MygrandfatherlivesinThabisoinfact

heisThabiso,helefthiskingdom under

thecareofhisprincemyfatherand

wenttolivewithhiswifewhowasa

healerinanotherkingdom butthatdidn’t

makehim anylessofaking.Now

Thabisoisherebecausehewantedto

be,hisheartisherejustlikeyouarewith

meathome.NowIknowyouareangry

butdonotforgetthatyourlifewas

savedbythequeenhere,yoursonwas

savedmorethanoncebythequeenhere,

ourkingdom wassavedbythequeenof

thiskingdom.Nowapologizetothe



queen.

Queen:ButLetsiyoushouldunderstand

thatam angryandsadaboutmysons

situation.

Letsi:Andyouthinktheydon’tfeelthe

sameabouttheirqueen?

Queen:That’snotwhatam saying.

Letsi:Itsoundslikeit,nowifyouweren’t

possessedmaybeyouwouldhavebeen

theonetosaveourprincebutyoustill

undergoingtreatmentwhichthequeen

ofthiskingdom gaveyou.

Queen:Am sorrymyking.

Letsi:Youareapologizingtothewrong

person.



Queen:Myqueenam sorryforthewayI

spoketoyouandam sorryformy

behavior.Iam justangryandsadabout

thiswholesituationandlookingfor

someonetoblameandIblamedthe

wrongperson.

Mabotle:It’salrightIunderstandwhere

youcomingfrom.

Lebo:Canwegoeatnow?

Mabotle:Ofcoursewecan.

Theyallmovedtothediningareato

havelunch.InKea’sroom themaiden

wenttothebathroom leavingKeaalone

playingwithhersmallpuppydog.When

shecameoutshecouldn’tfindher,she



startedlookingintheclosetwhereshe

likestohidebutshewasnowheretobe

found,shecheckedunderthebedbut

nothingandthenshestartedpanicking.

Sherantotheloungeandfoundnoone

thenheardvoicesinthediningareas

andwentthereinahurryandgotinthen

lookedaroundbutKeawasnotthere.All

thistimetheroyalswerewatchingher

becauseshejustbudgedinandstarted

lookingaroundwithoutsayingaword.

Lebo:Dearmaiden,haveyoulost

somethingthatwecanmaybehelpyou

find.

Maiden:Nomychief(shesaidlooking

downatherfeetplayingwithherfingers)

Lebo:IfThatisthecasethenwhydid



youbudgeinherelikethat.

Maiden:I..Iwas...I...

Mabotle:IstheprincessAlrightdear

maiden.

Maiden:NomyqueenIwasactually

lookingforher.

Mabotle:Whatdoyoumeanlookingfor

her?Wasn’tsheinherroom withyou?

Maiden:ShewasmyqueenbutIwentto

usetheladiesroom andwhenIcome

backshewasn’tthere.

Thequeendidn’taskanymorequestions

asshestoodupandstartedlooking.

Everyonethatwasatthetablestarted



spreadingaroundthepalacelookingfor

theprincessbutnoneofthem foundher.

Theywentandmetbackintheloungeto

seeifanyonefoundherbutnothing.The

kingTokeloaskedfortheguardstogo

callthechiefpriesttocomeimmediately,

theguardrantothechiefpriestshut

andwhenhegottherehewassoaking

wetbecauseoftheheavyrainout

outside.Hecalledforthechiefpriest

from outsideandheinvitedhim in.

Guard:Greetingswiseone

Chief:Tellthem shewillcomeback

whenshe’sdonewithwhatsheneedsto

do.

Guard:Eyeofthegods,Idon’tnotquite

comprehendwhatyouaresaying.



Chief:Wereyounottoldtocomegetme

becausetheprincessismissing,

accordingtotheroyalfamily.

Guard:Yesandshereallyismissing

wiseonewelookedeverywhere.

Chief:Isthatso?

Guard:Yeswiseone.

Chief:Thengogivethem mymessage.

Guard:Asyouwish

Theguardleftgoingbacktothepalace,

hisclotheswerewetandhasstarted

sneezingnow,becausetherainwasa

coldoneresemblingthecoldstatethe

kingandqueenwerein.Hegotthere



andstoodbythedoor.

Letsi:Whereisthechiefpriest?

Guard:Myking,hesaidtheprincesswill

comebackwhenshehaddonewhatshe

needstodo.

Letsi:What?

Mabotle:OhmygodwhatwillItellthe

kingandqueenwhentheywakeup?

Reneilwe:IthinkIknowwheresheis

Tokelo:Where?

Reneilwe:Inherparentschamber

Mabotle:Youmightberightbecause

shehasbeenaskingtogotherefora

whilenowbutIdidn’twantherseeing

herparentslikethat.



Queen:Youwererightitwilltraumatize

herandherfatherwouldn’tlikeforhis

princesstoseehim likethat.

Lebo:WhileyoudebateIwillgotothe

chamberandlookforher(hesaidand

startedwalkingtowardsthesouthwing

ofthepalacewherethechamberisand

theothersfollowed.

TheygottothechamberandLebo

openedthedoorandKeawassittingon

thebedbetweenherparents.Theyall

lookedateachotherwithquestioning

eyes.

Kea:Whattookyousolong?

Tokelo:Whatdoyoumeanprincess.



Kea:UnclekingIhavebeenwaitingfor

youalltocomesothatIcanbeginbut

youalltooklongtocome.Maybethe

foodwasnicethat’swhyyoutooklong.

Mabotle:Itwasniceprincesshowabout

wegoandgetyousome?

Kea:Notnowqueenmothergrandma,I

havetosavemykingnowthenwecan

go.

Lebo:MyGodIforgotshehaspowers

(hesaidwhisperingtoTokelo)

Tokelo:Notjustanypowerssheisa

portal(hewhisperedback)

Kea:UncleChiefandunclekinggrandpa

saysstopbehavinglikeschoolboysand

sitdown.



Lebo:Youcallusschoolbaysprincess?

Tokelo:Yetweareyourelders.

Kea:ButIwassayingwhatgrandpatold

metosayandnowhesayshedoesn’t

havetimetoarguewithboys.

Mabotle:Myprincesswhereisgrandpa?

(Lerumogottiredbyallthequestions

thesepeoplekeptaskinghis

granddaughteranddecidedtospeak

throughher.)

Keastartedfeelingdrowsyandshe

closedhereyesforaboutaminutethen

openedthem likeshewasazombie,but

hereyeswerenottheirnormalcolor,

theywerebrightblueandwhenone



lookscloselyatthem theychange

colorsfrom thebluetoasparklinggreen,

purple,thenbloodshotred.Theyroyal

familywasstartingtogetworriedand

Letsimovedhisqueenbehindhim ashe

wasworriedaboutherbeingpossessed

again.Lerumostartedspeakingthrough

Keabetswe.

Kea:Oldfriendam nobadspiritIam

merelyheretoassisttheprincesswith

whatneedstobedone.

Mabotle:Lerumokewenao?(Lerumois

thatyou?)

Lerumo:Kennaleratolaka(Itsmemy

love)

Mabotle:Ohmyhalf!HowIhavemissed



you.

Lerumo:Iknowmyheartbutam not

hereforthatnow.

Mabotle:Iunderstand.

Lerumo:Boysstopbeingchildishandsit

downsothatwecanbegin.Allofyousit

andholdhands.(theyallsatandheld

hands.)

Letsi:Lerumoifit’sreallyyoutellme

whomyfirstloveis.

Lerumo:Theonewefoughtabout?

Letsi:Nowedidn’tfightaboutheryou

weretheonefightingmebecauseyou

wantedher.

Lerumo:WeBothwantedMoleboheng



oldfriendbutsincewebothwantedher

wedecidednottopursueher.

Letsi:It’sgoodtohearyoudidn’t

completelyleaveusoldfriendyoumay

begin.

Lerumo:ItisnotIwhowilldothework

buttheportalofthegods.

Keastartedshakinglikeshewashaving

anepilepticfit,thiswentonforabout

twominutesthenshecalmeddownand

hereyeswentbacktotheirnormalstate.

Shelookedateveryonewhowere

wearingshockedexpressionsontheir

faces.

Ntsika:Ayingeke!Ngangithi



ayathakathaamaZulufuthingiwavuma

ukuthiayawukhandaumuthingaze

ngahlangananogogokaZasembohayi

ngashongathiakathakathiubuya

kusasa.Kodwakwacacaukuthi

angikaboniluthongobanakumanje

inganekaMpandeithakathaemini

ishintshaamehloizeikhulume

okomkhuluwayo.(heyno!Iusedtosay

ZulupeoplearewitchesandIsworethat

theyknowmutiuntilImetZasembo’s

grandmother,andIsaidsheisthekind

ofwitchthatgoesandcomebackat

downbutitwasclearthatIhaven’tseen

Anythingyetbecausenowhereis

Mpande’schildpracticingwitchcraftin

broaddaylightchangingcolorsinher



eyesandtalkinglikehergrandfather.

Lebo:IsecondyouonthatNtsikaandI

didtellMapulathatherwitchcraftwill

ruboffonthischildandnowithas.

Mabotle:Lebo!(shereprimanded)

Lebo:ApologiesMother.

Ntsika:Kodwanawemahuyabona

ukuthihubuthakathilobu.Wawuzwaphi

umuntuophilayoekhulumanabafile

kanjephohayi!Thinasijwayeleinyanga

eziphosaamathambozikhulume

nabaphantsi.Nathinjengeyilima

sikholwesizibhataleezishisiwezona

imalisizamaimpilokodwalehayi

ihambaphambilingeke.Wayeqinisile

ubabaumethibayathakathaabeSuthu



kodwabengingaziukuthikuthakathane

nganezabofuthizithakathaemini(but

motherevenyoucanseethisis

witchcraft.Wherehaveyoueverheard

ofalivingpersontalkingtodeadpeople

likethis?No!Weareusedtotraditional

healerswhothrowbonesandtalktothe

ancestors.Andwelikefoolsbelieve

them andpaythem hugesumsof

moneytryingtohealourselvesbutthis

onetakesthecup.Fatherwastellingthe

truthwhenhesaidSothopeopleare

witchesbutIdidn’tknowthateventheir

childrenarewitchesandtheypracticein

daylight.)

Kea:UncleIdon’tunderstandwhatyou



aresaying.

Tokelo:Don’tmindhim princesshisjust

beingsilly.

Kea:OkayUncleking,canwestartnow?

Wedon’thavemuchtime.

Mabotle:Goaheadprincess.

Lebo:Ihaveaquestion.

Mabotle:No!Idon’twanttohearaword

comingoutofyouthree’smouths.

Tokelo:ButIdidn’tsayanything.

Mabotle:Youdidn’tbutyouwere

thinkingitnowshutupandletussave

mykids.(theyallkeptquietandKea

tookhermotherandfather’shandsinto

hersandclosedhereyes,whilethe



othersheldtheirhandstogethersitting

surroundingthebed)

Staytunedformore.
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ThabisoPOV



Thejourneytohealingisnotaneasy

one,especiallythatofhealinginternal

wounds,ittakestimeandalotof

patience.Mywifehashurtmebadly,not

onlybykeepingsuchasecretbutalso

byunderminingmeasthemanofthe

houseandherprotector.Thegodsgave

methatrole,theychosemetobebyher

sideandwhatdoesshedo?Shegoes

aroundbehindmybackanddoesthe

moststupidthingever.NowIknowalot

ofpeoplearesayingam being

unreasonablebutwhatwouldhave

happenedhadmymotherdied?How

wouldIhavedefendedherwhenshe

keptmeinthedarktobeginwith?Had

shebeentheonetodiewhatwouldI



havetoldourprincess?WhatwouldI

saywasthereasonforhermother’s

deathandwhatwouldhavebeenmy

reasonfornotprotectingher?Allthese

thingsam suremydearwifedidn’tthink

aboutbeforeacting.

Nowam stuckinthisplacenotknowing

whentheywillletmejoinmypeople,it’s

beenlongenoughnowsoI’dreallylike

torest.ButhowcanIwhentheybusy

talkingallthetimeaskingmetocome

back,comebackwhereexactly?To

whom?IlovemyprincessbutIthinkI

willprotectherbetterintheworldofmy

ancestors.FornowIwillwaitfor

whatevertheywantmetowaitforbut



am notgoingbacktoaplacewheream

notwanted.

Backinthepalacetheprincesswas

startingtheprocessofgoingtoher

father,beingleadbyhergrandfatherand

givingherinstructionsonwhattodo.

Lerumo:Closeyoureyesnowprincess

(shedidastold)nowlistenvery

carefully,don’tallowanythingthatisnot

yourfathertotalktoyou)

Kea:Okaygrandpa,Iseealongcorridor

butit’sdarkinhere.

Lerumo:Runmyprincessyourfatheris

alreadyhalfwaythroughit.Runandget

tohim beforehemovestotheotherside.



Theprincessdidn’twasteanytime

runninginthelongdarkcorridor,asshe

ranitlightsupasshegoesfurtherand

further.Shecontinuedrunningandshe

wasnowgettingtired.

Lerumo:Callforhim princebutdon’t

stoprunning.

Lea:Daddy!!!...daddy!!!

Lerumo:Continuerunningprincessand

don’tstopcallingforhim.

Kea:Daddypleasecomebackforme!!

Daddy!!(shewasrunningasfastasshe

couldandkeptcallingouttoherfather)

Thabiso:Nowam hearingvoicesofmy

princesscallingme,whatwouldshebe



doinghereanyway.(hekeptwalking)

Kea:Daddyplease!!Ineedyou!!

(Thabisostoppedandlookedbackbut

hedidn’tseeanythingoranyone)

Thabiso:Okaythisplaceismakingme

losemymind,letmerathersitandrest

abit,ithasbeenalongwalkafterall.

(hesatdownandrested)

Kea:Daddy!!Daddyit’smeyour

princess!!(Thabisostoodupand

lookedaround)

Thabiso:Whereareyouprincess!Come

todaddybabywhereareyou?

Kea:Daddyyouheardme,pleasecome

backmykingIneedyou.

Thabiso:Idon’tknowifyoucanhearme



babygirlbutdaddyWillalwaysbewith

youandneverforgetthatdaddyloves

youandwhatIlikeisthatyoucantalkto

meanytimeyouwantyouknowwhy?

Kea:Why?

Thabiso:Becauseyouaretheportalof

thegodsandtheonlyonewhocantalk

tome.Isn’tthatgreat?

Kea:ItisdaddybutIwantmydadto

takemetoschooleverymorningand

playwithmeandmyanimalsathome

andhelpmetalktothem.Daddyyou

can’tdothatifyouareaway,pleaseturn

backandIwillmeetyouhalfway.

Thabiso:Am sorrymylovebutdaddy

can’tnowpleaseunderstandthatIcan



nolongerstaywithyoumylove.

Keastartedcryingnowbecauseher

fatherwon’tlistenandthepeopleinthe

palacecouldonlyseetearsinhereyes

buttheydon’tknowwhysheiscrying

becausesheisnolongerinherbody

nowandsheisevenlayingonherback

inbedbetweenherparents.Stillhad

theirhandsonhers.

Kea:Daddypleasecomeforme,am

tiredDaddyIhavebeenrunningfora

longtimepleasedaddyIneedyou.

TheparentinThabisowouldn’tlethim

justcontinuegoingforwardwhenhis

princesssayssheneedshim andsheis



doingsomethinghedoesn’tliketosee

herdoingandthatiscrying.

Thabiso:OkayKeabetsweIwantyouto

listentodaddynowmyprincessokay.

Kea:Yesdaddyam listening.

Thabiso:Iwantyoutomeetmehalfway

babygirlevenifyouwalkIwillrunand

gettoyoufastokay.

Kea:OkayDaddy,pleasehurry!Am

scareddaddybecausegrandpaleftme

nowplease!

Thabiso:Am onmywayprincessjustdo

asIaskedandkeeptalkingtomeOkay.

Kea:Okaydaddy!

Thabiso:Whatam Inotyourkingnow?



Kea:haha(shelaughedalittle)oh

daddybutyoudidn’tcomplainthis

wholetimewhenIcalledyoudaddy.

Thabiso:Iknowthatbutam

complainingnow(hewastryingtokeep

hercalm asheranbackwardstowhere

hecamefrom tryingtogettohis

daughter)

Kea:YoufunnyDaddy.

Thabiso:Youstillcallingmedaddy

princess.

Kea:OkayOkayMyking.

Thabiso:BabyIcanonlyseeyourhand

whereareyou?

Kea:TakemyhandDaddy



Thabiso:Babyam herewhereareyou

myprincess?Issomethingholdingyou?

(heaskedsoundingpanicked)

Kea:TakemyhandDaddyplease!Take

myhand(Thabisodidn’thesitatetaking

herhandwhenheheadthepanicinher

voice)ashetookherhandKeapulled

him towardsherwiththehelpofLerumo

andbackinthepalaceThabisoopened

hiseyesthesametimetheprincess

tookadeepbreath.Everyonewasso

shockedthatNtsikaandLebofelloff

theirchairs.

Queen:Hisback!Mysonisback!Oh

praisethegods!Letsihisback!Ourson

isback!(shesaidwhileonherfeetvery



excitedtoseehersonback)

Letsi:Icanseethat(hesaidwitha

smileonhisface)

Kea:Daddyyoucamebackforme

Thabiso:Anythingformyprincess(they

huggedeachother)

LeboandNtsikawerestillontheground

watchingasthiswholethingunfolds.

Reneilwewasshockedbecauseshewas

startingtobelievethatherbrotherisnot

comingback.

Reneilwe:IfIseeworsethanwhatIhave

seenheretodayinthishouseandnot

faint!Iwillsaythatam strong,very

strong(Tokeloburstoutlaughing)



Reneilwe:Am seriousmykingandyou

herelaughingatme.

Tokelo:Nomyloveam notlaughingat

you,am laughingatthesetwoidiots

whofelloffthechairshahahandwhat’s

worsetheydon’tgetuphahaha(the

othersjoinedinexceptforLeboand

Ntsika)

Lebo:Laughallyoulikebutwitchcraftis

verynewtome.

Ntsika:Namifuthiangikazengamubona

umthakathingishoomdalamanje

ngibonaingane?Hayibekumele

ngiqulekilehayiukuwanjeestuleni(me

twoandIhaveneverseenawitch

beforebuttodayam seeingachild?NoI

wassupposedtofaintnotjustfalloffa



chair)

Tokelo:Yeahright...howareyoufeeling

brother?Iseeeveryoneisstillshocked

byyourreturn.

Thabisowasbusywithhisprincessall

alongwhilehisparentswereleftlooking

athim andthequeenmotherwas

lookingdownnotsayinganything.Yes

shewashappyThabisowokeupbut

wassadforherdaughter.

Thabiso:Iam wellbrotherbutwhatI

don’tunderstandiswhathappenstoher

(heaskedpointingatMapulawithhis

head)

Lebo:It’sbecauseherwitchcraftdidn’t



workonbringingyoubacksoshe

becamelikethat.

Tokelo:Ohitcanspeaknowhaha

Lebo:LeavemealoneTokelo,infact

Ntsikalet’sgograbadrink.

Ntsika:Yourightweneeditafterthis

(theywalkedoutleavingeveryoneelse

intheroom)

Thabiso:Mothermayyoutakethe

princessplease.

Mabotle:Notaproblem son.Come

princess.

Kea:No!Iwanttostaywithmyking.

Thabiso:Listenmyprincessyourking

justwantstogetchangedandjoinyou



inthekitchentoeat,daddyisVeryhurry

andwouldappreciatefoodmadebyhis

princess.

Kea:Okay!Let’sgograndmadaddy

needsfood(shetookthequeen

mothershandandtheywalkedout

goingtothekitchen)

Letsi:It’sgoodtohaveyouback

son.(hesaidandextendedhishadfora

handshakeandhetookit)

Thabiso:It’sgoodtobebackfather.

Letsi:Ialsoseethecaretakersdida

goodjobwithyourwounds,theyare

healingwell.

Thabiso:YestheydidandIwillsure



thankthem forthat.Nowwillyouboth

excuseme.

Queen:Imissedmydearprince

Thabiso:IknowmotherandImissed

youaswell.

Queen:Iwillbeinthekitchenhelping

outwiththefeast.

Thabiso:Idon’tneedafeastmother

reallyam fine.

Queen:That’stheveryreasonweare

havingafeastbecauseyoufine.

Thabiso:Alrightthen,Ilookforwardtoit.

(hisfatherandmotherleft)

Hestoodupfrom thebedandwentto



thebathroom andtookashowerthen

changedintosweatpantsandhoodie

withsneakers.Heturnsandwenttothe

bedandsatnexttohiswife.

Thabiso:Ihateseeingyoulikethis,you

lostweightandyoulookpale.Youhave

towakeupnowbecauseam heream

backsoyoucanwakeup.Iwon’tlieto

youandsaywhatyoudidwasokay

becauseitwasnot,youhurtmeMapula

andforthatIdon’tknowwhereour

marriagewillbe.Itookavowtoprotect

youbutyouunderestimatedmeso

muchthatyouwentbehindmybackand

didwhatyoufeltwasrightforyou.I

thankyouforsavingmymotherandI

thankyouforgivingmetheprincess.I



forgiveyouwholeheartedlybutIdon’t

thinkIwillevertrustorlookatyouthe

sameagain.Youdidnotonlyhurtme

butyoumademelooklikeyourchildor

toyandnotyourhusbandandyoudid

thatinfrontofmyfatherofallpeople.

WhatkindofakingwillIbewhenmy

fatherstepsdownifam goingtobe

controlledandmadedecisionsforbya

woman?

Don’tgetmewrong,youradviceismuch

appreciatedbutyougoingovermyhead

issomethingthatIwillnottolerate.Rain

queenornotinourmarriageam theking

andam theman,youdisrespectingthat

meantonlyonethingtomeandthatis



youdon’tseemeassomeonewhocan

protectyoubecauseyouthinkyouhave

allthepowertodoso.Whichyoudobut

ifthat’sthecaseIdon’tthinkyoushould

havegottenmarriedatleastnottome.

MaybeNtsikawouldn’thavemindedbut

Ido.IloveyousomuchandIwillalways

loveyoubutlovealoneisnotenough,

lovewithouttrustisdoomedforfailure

andnowIdon’ttrustyou,Idon’ttrust

myownwifebecauseshethinkssheis

soimportantandpowerfultoshare

sensitivethingswithherhusband.God

andthegodsnowthatIforgiveyouand

am notangrybutIcan’tdothisright

now.



OnemorethingbeforeIleavethisroom,

ifyoueverconsideredmeyourhusband

orifyoueverintendedtolistentome

somedaythenletitbenow.Listento

menowwhenItellyouthis.Wakeup

andcleanyourselfupbecausemy

daughterneedshermotherandIknow

youwillthinkam ahypocriteforasking

youtowakeuptellingyouaboutour

daughterneedingyoubutyoucaused

this.YouMapulawerethereasonIwas

willingtogiveupeverything,youandno

oneelse,damnitMapulaIgaveyoumy

love,honestlywhichissomethingyou

failedtodoafteryoualmostchose

Ntsikaovermeafteryoufoundout

abouttheBoitumelothing.Youwereso



angrythatIhadtoleavehomeandgoto

CapeTownjusttogetyoubackand

provetoyouthatImadeamistake.I

eventookthebeatingIgotfrom Ntsika’s

homeaspunishmentfornotbeing

truthfultoyouandIspenteveryday

afterthatprovingtoyouthatImeantit

whenIsaidIwillneverkeepthingsfrom

you.Whoisthehypocritenowdoing

exactlywhatshepunishedmeforand

what’sworsenowyoudoingittoyour

husband,yourbetrothednotyour

boyfriendorthemanyourfatherchose

foryou.

Ifthiswaspaybackforthatthenwell

doneyougotyourpaybackanditcame



asagreatsurprisetomebecauseI

thoughtwemovedonfrom that.Buthey

whoInottoforgiveyouhuh?Imeanyou

womenalwayssaymenhurtyoumany

timesandyouforgivethem andtake

them back.Soam doingthesamefor

oncelettingmybruisedegogoand

forgivingmywifeandtakingherback

butIwon’tlieandsaythingswill

miraculouslygobacktonormalbecause

theywon’t.Nowwakeup.(hesaidand

stoodupgoingtothedoor)Mapulawas

cryingthewholetimeherhusband

spoke,tearswerejustrollingoutofher

eyesbutshedidn’thavestrengthto

respondbackoropenhereyesbutshe

knewshehadtowakeuponewayorthe



otherandfixhermarriage.

NtsikaandLebowenttogocallhim to

comeeatwhentheygottothedoorthey

heardhim speakandtheystoodoutside

thedoorandlistened.Theyheard

everythingandkeeplookingateach

other,whenThabisoopenedthedoor

theywereoutside.

Ntsika:Ithinkweneedtotalkman.

Thabiso:IfyouheardwhatIsaidand

wanttoapologizethereisnoneed.We

arefineandthatwhatyouheardwas

betweenmeandmywife.Leboisthe

foodreadyam hungry.

Lebo:Yeahitis



Thabiso:Okay(hesaidandleftthem

standingthere)

Lebo:Youreallydidanumberontheguy,

yesheforgaveyoubutwhatmysister

didbroughtbackalotofbadmemories

forhim.

Ntsika:IseethatnowandIhopethey

makeitoutofthisstrongerthanever.

Lebo:Andyetwestillwanttoget

marriedwhenmarriageisthishard.

Ntsika:Tellmeaboutit.

Theywenttothediningareatojointhe

others.

Mapulagatheredeverylittlestrength



shehadandconnectedwiththequeens

inthemysticalland.

Nyolodi:Myqueen,Icanfeelyouarestill

weak.

Mapula:Myqueenpleasehelpme

regainmystrengthIbegofyou.

Nyolodi:Youcan’trushthismyqueen

youneedtime.

Mapula:Iunderstandthatmyqueenbut

ifIdon’tgetoutofthisbedbythis

eveningIwilllosemyhusband.Hewill

thinkIdon’tlistentohim,pleasemy

queenhelpme.

Nyolodi:Iwillsendyourprotectorwith

someherbsandwaterbutitwillonly

giveyouenoughstrengthtowakeup



andfrom thereiswillbeuptoyouto

regainyourstrengthbyeatingand

drinkingthewatereverydayfor7days

withoutmissingnotevenasingleday.

Mapula:That’sallIask(shesaidand

faintedbecausesheusedupeverything

shehadinhertosendthemessageand

askforhelp)

Like,commentandshare
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BaKoena

Sceloheardfrom hiscousinthatMapula

wasnotwellandhedecidedtogoto

BaKoenatogoseeherbecausehewas

goingcrazywithoutseeingher.He

drovetoBaKoenabutittooklongerthan

theusualtimeitwouldhavetakenhad

theroadsbeenokay.Howevertherain

didanumberontheroadsasaresult

theywillneedtobefixedaftertherain

stops,nowitwasnotrainingasmuch

asitwasthepreviousweekbutthe

roadswerestilldamaged.Hegotto

BaKoenaanddrovetothepalacewith

hisfingerscrossedthattheylethim in.



Hegottothegateandtheguardsnew

him sotheyopenedforhim buttoldhim

towaitforthem toannouncehis

presencebeforegoinginandheagreed.

Theguardwentintothepalaceandthe

royalfamilywassittinginthelounge

talking.

Guard:Myking

Tokelo:Asyouwere

Guard:Mythanksmyking,Permission

tospeak.

Tokelo:Granted

Guard:ThereisaScelooutsidemyking.

Thabiso:Whatdoeshewant?

Guard:Hedidn’tsaymykingjustthathe



wouldliketoseetheroyalfamily.

Tokelo:Lethim in(theguardwent

outsidetotellScelohecangoin)

Lebo:Howthehelldidthisguygethere

whenIcan’tevendrivetoseemy

woman?

Ntsika:Amanonamissionfindsaway

(Scelocamethrough)

Scelo:GreetingsRoyals

Them:Greetings

Scelo:Howistheroyalfamilydoingthis

evening.

Lebo:Wearewelljustwonderinghow

yougothereinthisweather.

Ntsika:IhaveseenalotheresoI



wouldn’tbesurprisedifheflewona

broomsticktogethere.

Scelo:hahah(fakelaughs)noIdrovemy

careventhoughtheroadsarenotthat

pleasanttodriveon.

Thabiso:Whatbringsyouhere?

Scelo:Icametoseethequeen

Tokelo:OhnoIcan’tletyouseemy

queensheisnotfeelingwell.

Thabiso:Soismineso...(heshrughis

shoulders)

Ntsika:Mineisnothereso...

Lebo:Mineeitherbutmymotherishere

andIcancallherforyousinceallthe

otherqueensarenotavailable.



Scelo:HahanoAm sorryifIhaven’t

mademyselfclear.Thequeenicameto

seehereistherainqueen.

Thabiso:Whatbusinessdoyouhave

withher?

Scelo:Ihavenobusinesswithherbut

sincemycousinmentionedshewasn’t

wellandsoundedworriedIthoughtI

shouldcomeandseehersothatIcan

givehersomeinformationonherhealth.

Thabiso:SoyouthinkLeboisnotgiving

yourcousintherightinformationonher

friendoryouarejustunderminingLebo

orisitme?

Scelo:It’snotlikethatbut..

Thabiso:ButWhat?Idon’ttrustyouand



am notabouttohidethatfrom you,

somethingaboutyouisnotrightand

untilIfindoutwhatitisIwantyoufar

awayfrom myfamily.DoImakemyself

clear?

Scelo:Don’tcomehereandtalktome

likethat,youmightbetheprinceinyour

kingdom buthereyouarenothingandif

IwanttoseeMapulaandmydaughterI

willandthereisnothingyoucandoto

stopme.

Theguyswereontheirfeetinasplit

secondwhentheyheardwhatScelo

said,theywereallshockedtohearthis

butSceloseemeddeterminedandthey

didn’twanttoreallygetinvolveduntil



Thabisosaysso.

Ntsika:Mfanayithingikuxwayisemina

owaziyoukuthilendodaukhulumanayo

ukuthiihambaphi.Yabonandodauma

ufunaukuhambalausaphefumula

phumalaukhonangokukhulukona

ukushesha(Manletmewarnyou,me

thatknowswhatthismanyouare

talkingtoiscapableof.Youseemanif

youwanttowalkoutofherestill

breathing,don’tgothere)

Scelo:Justbecausehebeatyouup

doesn’tmeanhewilldothesamewith

me.Hedoesn’tdeserveyoursisterbut

youguysaresoscaredtosayanything.

Whatkindofbrothersareyou?

Lebo:ThabisoIbegofyouBrotherlet



mehandlethisIbeg.

Ntsika:Yhoonayiingulubeinginonelabo.

Thabisoshayalomuntungobamanje

usegqithisilengeke(yhoohereisapig

tryingmepeople,Thabisobeatthisguy

becausenowhehasgonetoofar)

Thabiso:Tellmesomething,what

makesyouthinkthatyoudeserveher

morethanIdo?Andwhywouldyou

eventhinkmydaughtercouldbeyours?

Scelo:OneIdon’tanswertoyouandtwo

Ihavebeenmoreofafathertothatgirl

thanyou.

Thabiso:AndThatmeanswhatexactly?

Scelo:Takeithoweveryouwantam



goingtofindmywoman(hestarted

walkingtowardsthechamberwherehe

stolethewaterfrom buthedidn’tgetfar

andThabisotappedhisshoulderandhe

turnedcollidingwithhisfistthatsends

him onthegroundfallingonhisbottom.)

LebocouldseethatThabisowasnot

himselfandhewasgoingtokillSceloif

theydon’tdosomething.Sohecalled

Kweziandshepickedupimmediately.

Convo:

Kwezi:Mylove

Lebo:Babesomethingisabouttogo

downhere.

Kwezi:Whatisit?

Lebo:Yourcousincamehere



demandingtoseeMapulaandtelling

herhusbandthathedoesn’tdeserveher

andthathehasbeenmoreofafatherto

hisdaughterthenheis.

Kwezi:OhmyGodWhereishenow

Lebo?

Lebo:Thabisoisgivinghim awell

deservedbeating.

Kwezi:LebopleaseSceloisnotwellhis

bipolarandam surehehasn’tbeen

takinghismedicationthatiswhyhislike

that.

Lebo:What?

Kwezi:YesBabepleaseputmeon

speakersothatIcanexplain.

Lebo:Nothappening,youarepregnant



andyouwon’tstressaboutthisIwill

handleit.

Kwezi:BabypleaseI...

Lebo:WhatdidIjusttellyou?

Kwezi:Am sorryam justworried.

Lebo:Iknowbutam hereandIwill

handleit,youarepregnantandIdon’t

wantyouworrying.

Kwezi:OkayIloveyou.

Lebo:Loveyoubetter.

LebolookedatScelowholookedlikea

possessedpersontryingtooverpower

Thabisoandjustshookhisheadgoing

tothem.



Lebo:Brothertheysayhisbipolarand

mustbeoffhismeds.

Ntsika:Hawuuyahlanyanokuhlanya

lomuntukanti.Yaziusezofalo.(his

evencrazy?Hisgoingtodieoneday)

Thabiso:Guards!!(theycamerunning)

Guard:Yesmyking

Thabiso:Takethispieceoffilthoutof

mysighttothepsychwardatthe

hospitaltellthedoctortheretocallme

andIwillexplain.

Guard:Yesmyking

Scelo:Thisisn’toveryetThabiso,Iwill

getwhatismineandthereisnothing

youcandoaboutit.



Lebo:HaihismorecrazythanIthought.

TheguardstookSceloawayandthe

maidenscleaneduphisbloodonthe

floorashisnosewasalreadybleeding

from thebeatinghegot.Thabisowent

upstairstochangeashisclotheswere

stainedbyScelo’sblood.Hegotinand

sawthatMapulawasawake,hewent

straighttothebathroom andranabath

whilehetookaquickshower.

Hefinishedandwrapatowelaroundhis

waistandaddedbathsaltstothewater

thenwenttothebedanduncoveredhis

weakwife,undressedherthenpicked

herupandputherinthetub.Hehelped

herbathwhilethemaidenthatwas



lookingafterhermadethebedand

changedthesheets.Hefinishedbathing

hertookabigtowelanddriedher,then

hetookanotherandwrappeditaround

herandpickedherupandputheronthe

bed.Thenwentandtookoutwarm

socksforher,avestandheradidas

tracksuit.Healsotookherlotionand

optionedherbody,helpedherputon

undergarments,socksandhertrack

suit.Hetookhairconditionerand

appliedittoherhairjusttoreviveher

curls.Whenhewasdoneshelooked

beautifulbutthinhethenwenttothe

kitchenandaskedthechefforchicken

soupforherandhequicklymadeitand

gaveittohim.Hewentbacktotheroom



andsatnexttoherandhelpedhereat.

Whenshewasdoneheputherunder

blanketsandcalledthemaidentotake

thebowltothekitchen.

Mapula:Thankyou

Thabiso:ForWhat?

Mapula:Everythingyoujustdid.

Thabiso:Youaremywifeareyounot?

Mapula:YesIam.

Thabiso:DidInotvowtobewithyoufor

betterorworse?

Mapula:Youdid

Thabiso:SoWhatareyouthankingme

forifam onlyfulfillingmypromiseto

you?



Mapula:Iwasbeingpolite.

Thabiso:Okay,doyouwanttogodown

stairsandseethepeopleoryouwantto

remainhere?

Mapula:Iwouldliketoremainherewith

youifyoudon’tmind.

Thabisodidn’tsayanythinghejusttook

offhisshoesandswitchedonthethe

heateronthewallstomaketheroom a

bitwarm.Hetookoffhisvestand

remainedwithhissweatpantsandgot

inbedandsatbehindherwithhisback

ontheheadboard.Helaidherheadon

hischestandcoveredhernicelywitha

blanketandsattherequietplayingwith



herhair.

Mapulathinkingtoherself:ThisiswhatI

missedaboutmyhusband,justhim

cuddlingmeandplayingwithmyair,we

getsobusythatweneglectbeing

intimatewitheachothernotsexuallybut

justthis.Idon’tevenknowwhereto

startapologizingtohim,Ididhim wrong

andIdon’tknowhowtofixit.Hewas

rightthepowerwenttomyheadand

becausehealwayssupportedmeI

thoughthewilldothesamethingtime

again,butthenagainthefallenqueens

didwarnmeabouttheconsequences.I

didmyhusbandwrongandhowhe

spokeprovesit,hesupportsmein

everythingthatsometimesIdon’tsee



theneedtotellhim othersbecauseI

knowhewon’tsayno,butthefactofthe

matteristhathisright,hadmymotherin

lawdiedIdon’tknowifhisfatherwould

havebeenonmysidehemighthave

blamedmeforlosinghiswifeandI

wouldhaveputhim inadifficultposition.

Mapula:Mydearhusband.

Thabiso:Yes

Mapula:Weneedtotalk.

Thabiso:IknowthatbutIwon’ttalkto

youwhileyoustillweak,Ineedyou

strongandhealthythenyoucansay

yourpeacebecauseIbelieveyouheard

whatIsaid.



Mapula:Ididandwewilltalkwhenam

Okay.

Thabiso:Goodnowrest.

Ntsikawasmissinghiswifesohe

decidedtocallhertofindouthowsheis.

Hecalledandshepickedup

immediately.

Convo:

Ntsika:Mylovewereyouwaitingformy

callthatyoupickupsoquickly?

Zasembo:NodearIjustcameoutofa

meetingsomyphoneisinhand.

Ntsika:OkayThankyouforholdingthe

forthwhileam gone.



Zasembo:Am doingitforus.Babe?

Ntsika:Imissyoutoo

Zasembo:Iknowyoudobutremember

theprogram wearerunningfor

empoweringtheyoungpeoplein

differentkingdoms?

Ntsika:YesIdo.

Zasembo:WellXhantiappliedforhis

kingdom andhisproposalisgoodand

nowam betweenarockandahard

place.

Ntsika:Wecannotpunishtheyouthof

hiskingdom forhisandhisfather’s

mistakes.Ifhiskingdom isdeserving

thenwewillconsiderfundingthem and

rememberthisisnotforhim butthe



youngpeopleinhiskingdom.

Zasembo:Iheardear,IthinksotoobutI

didn’twanttomakeadecisionwithout

talkingtoyoufirst.

Ntsika:ThatisgoodMyloveandam

cominghomeonMondayImissyou.

Zasembo:Thenam comingoverSunday

eveningandsleepattheorphanagethen

comepickyouuponMondayatthe

airport.

Ntsika:Iwouldappreciatethatmylove.

Ngiyakuthandayezwa(IloveyouOkay?)

Zasembo:Iloveyoutoo

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandNtsika

wentbacktotheguys.



Tokelo:Stopbeingloveydoveyhere

Ntsika:YouhaveyourownwifehereI

don’tknowwhyyoujealous.

Lebo:tellhim,hewantstobehappy

alone.Letmecallmywoman(hetook

outhisphonebutTokelograbbeditout

ofhishandandstartedrunningaway

withitthenNtsikaandLeboranafter

him chasinghim forthephone)

Theywererunningaroundlaughing

tryingtocatchhim.Playingaroundlike

schoolkidsanditwasanicethingto

watchastheyhavebeenthroughalot

andalittleplaytimewon’thurt.

Like,commentandshare
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TheroyalfamilyhadadinneronSunday

eveningtosaygoodbyetotheZuluwho

hasproventobeafriendtotheroyal

familyevenafteralltheyhavebeen

throughtogether.Astheysayeverything

happensforareasonandwhat

happenedbetweenthem wasboundto

happensothatNtsikacanmeethistrue

queenandthebrothersearnanother

brotherfrom yetanothermother.Queen



motherMabotleseemstobegetting

morecrazychildrenbutshedoesn’t

mind.Therainqueenwasgettingher

strengthbackwithherhusbandtaking

careofher.Shealsojoinedinthedinner

witheveryone,itwasaneveningfullof

laughterandjokes.

It’sMondayafternoonandNtsikajust

landedatKingShakainternational

airportandwaswaitingforhisbags,he

couldn’twaittoseehisqueen,thebags

cameandhetookhisandmadehisway

out.HesawZasembofrom afarwearing

andbodyhuggingdress,Blackincolor

withredhillsandaredblazerwitha

blackclutchbag.Hewalkedslowly



towardsherandshelookedupandsaw

him andsmiledgoingtowardshim.They

methalfwayandhuggedeachother.

Ntsika:awusawubonantokazi

(greetingsdearmaiden)

Zasembo:Sengwayowamiuyaphila

kodwaManzini?(Sengwayo(calling

him byhisclanname)areyouwell

Manzini)

Ntsika:Am VerywellnowthatIseeyou

mybeautifulprincess.

Zasembo:Howisthequeen?

Ntsika:Sheisregainingherstrengthas

thedayspass.Let’sdrabalatelunchI

wantustodiscusssomething.

Zasembo:Can’titwaittillwegethome?



Ntsika:No,nowlet’sgo(theywenttoa

restaurantandorderedlunch)

Ntsika:Mylove,lobolahasbeenpaid

andtraditionallyyouaremywife.

Zasembo:IknowthatSengwayo

Ntsika:Iwantyouhomewithmemy

love,Iwantmywifebymysideallday

everyday.Iwanttohavekidswithyou

andIwantustomovetothenextstepin

ourrelationship.

Zasembo:Iunderstandbutam scared

myprince,youknowam stillpure.

Ntsika:Thatmyloveisagiftonlyyou

cangivemebutwhenyouarereadyto

doso.Whatam askingnowisforyouto

pickadateforourwhitewedding.



Zasembo:Really?(sheaskedexcited

becauseshethoughtNtsikadidn’twant

thewhiteweddinganymore)

Ntsika:DidyouthinkIwilljusttakeyou

andbringyouhomewithoutseeingyou

inthatwhitedress?

Zasembo:Inthatcasehowaboutwedo

itnextweek?

Ntsika:Canyoupullitoffinsuchshort

notice?

Zasembo:Theweddingplannerisdone

witheverythingshewasonlywaitingfor

ustogivethedateandweon.

Ntsika:Uzokhashwahubanike(whowill

beyourbridesmaids?)

Zasembo:ForamaidofhonorIwant



thepersonwhobroughtustogether.

Ntsika:Mpande?

Zasembo:Yes

Ntsika:Awuwemangazengafa

iMpandeyaminenkosikaziyami

zimezonkemanjengizokhethabani

hawuntokasiyomXhosauyamenza

umuntu(ohmyam dead,myMpande

andmywifestandingsidebyside,who

willIchoose?NoXhosawomanyou

knowhowtoconfuseaman)

Zasembo:Hahayouwillchosetheone

inawhitedressthedarkone.

Ntsika:OfcourseIwill.Sowhoelse?

Zasembo:WellIgotalongverywellwith

thequeenofBaKoenaandKweziover



theyearssoIwasthinkingthatthey

alsobetherebymysideontheday.

Ntsika:ThenImightaswelltaketheir

husbandstostandupwithme.

Zasembo:Bestman?

Ntsika:Lebo

Zasembo:Sorted,nowwejusthaveto

telltheparents.

Ntsika:Yesnowletsgotothecarand

callthesepeople.

Theywerebothexcitedastheypaidand

gotoutoftherestaurantgoingtothecar,

theygotinandtookouttheirphones

witheachonecallingtheirownpeople.



NtsikacalledLeboandhepickedup.

Convo:

Lebo:Noman,youarehomewithyour

wifeyetyouarethinkingofmothers

cookingalreadynoman.

Ntsika:Thishasnothingtodowiththe

foodman.

Lebo:What?Didyougetdumped?

Ntsika:Theoppositemanam getting

marriednextweekandIwantyouall

here.

Lebo:Ohno!Whatdidyoudotothe

poorgirltoagreetomarryyourcrazy

selfinlessthanminutesoflanding?Hey

guyslistentothismoron(heputthe

phoneonspeaker)



Tokelo:WhatisNowNtsika?

Lebo:Hisgettingmarriednextweek.

Thabiso:Telltheprincessweare

comingtosaveher.

Ntsika:From What?

Thabiso:Youstillasking?

Ntsika:FineButIwantyouallherenext

weekandLeboyoumybestman.

Lebo:Haiyouaskmenicelyshameor

am notdoingit.

Ntsika:Hiseatingice-cream rightguys?

Thabiso:Youknowhim toowell.

Lebo:Pregnancycravings

Tokelo:Youaresuchawoman,where

haveyoueverheardamantakinghis



woman’scravings?

Ntsika:Youdon’thavetohearaboutit,

youhaveLebothere.

Lebo:Continuetalkingandyouwillhave

nobestman.

Ntsika:Iwasjustsayinghowmuchyou

loveyourwomanthatyoushare

everything.

Lebo:Nowthat’smorelikeit.

Tokelo:Suckup.

Ntsika:Amangottadowhataman

gottado.

Thabiso:Haipissoffwithyourwannabe

nigger.

Ntsika:HahahSeeyouguysnextweek.



Them:Sure

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandNtsikaand

hiswomanlookedateachother.

Zasembo:Wearegettingmarried

Ntsika:Yesweare

Theysharedakissanddrovehome.

Sceloescapedfrom thepsychwardat

thehospital,hewasonaplanegoingto

CapeTownandleftbehindhospitalstuff

goingcrazylookingforhim.Healsoleft

twobodiesbehind,asecurityguardand

anurse.Henevertookhismedswhile

hewasatthehospital,hewouldputit

underhistongueandspitthem outthe

momentanurseleaveshisward.He



wasmore,hewasagitated,hadanxiety

andangerwasbrewing.Itwasasofthe

placewastakingforevertolandinCape

Town.Whenitfinallylandedhetooka

taxitohishome,wherehegrewupwith

hisparent.Hegotinusingawindow

becausehewasparanoidthinkingthat

peoplewereafterhim andheneededto

hide.

Hegottohisoldroom andtookoffhis

closedandwenttoshower,hesatunder

waterforhoursandkeptbitinghisnails

andhummingasongtohimself.Asong

hismotherusedtohum tohim while

shewasstillalive.Inhismighthis

motherwashummingthesongtohim



andhewasinbedabouttosleep.He

gotoutofthehousewithhishandsand

feelwrinkledduetostayingunderwater

fortoolong.Hedriedhimselfandwore

hisfather’spjsthatheusedtowear

whilehewasstillalive.Hegotinhis

parentsbedandsleptinthemiddleof

thebedjustlikeheusedtodowhenhe

wasyoung.Withhisfathersleepingon

therightandhismotherintheleft.

Herememberedthetimeshewould

comehomefrom schoolcryingbecause

otherkidsmadefunofhim sayingthat

hewascrayandsickthatiswhyhe

takesmedicationeveryday.Hismother

usedtosay‘subanaxhalawena



mntanam ngobawonkeumntu

unesiguloSakheqhaababagula

ebusukubazenzabhetelekwababagula

eminikodwaababagulaeminibayalala

bonaebusukuBabeabaabasebusuku

ngengalinasemini.(don’tworrymy

childbecauseeveryoneissick,theones

thataresickatnightmakefunofthose

whoaresickduringtheday.Butthe

oneswhoaresickthewholedaysleep

atnightwhiletheoeswhoaresickat

nightdon’tsleepevenduringtheday)

Hesculledhimselfintoaballinthatbed

hugginghiskneesrockinghimselfwhile

repeatingthewordsam notsickover

andoveragain.



Iknowit’sshotbutIwillcontinue

tomorrow.
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-[]Peoplewithmentalillnessor

intellectualdisabilitiesare

misunderstoodalotbysocietyand

sometimestheparents,becauseoflack



ofknowledge.Takeforexample

studentsinhighschoolwhoareslow

learnersthatdon’tcatchtheworkas

easyasthosewhosebrainsarefully

developed,thesestudentsarecalled

namesliketheyaredumb,lazynot

serous,willnotamounttoanythingand

allofthisnamecallinghasanegative

effectonthem astheyendupbelieving

whatissaidaboutthem thentheydrop

outofschool.Someareluckytobe

discoveredinPrimaryschoolandsend

tospecialschoolsafterbeingdiagnosed

withanintellectualdisabilitybya

psychologist.TheseLerner’satleast

haveachanceofactuallylearningaskill

inthosespecialschools,skillstheycan



usetogetajobwhentheyleaveschool,

theyalsogetopportunitieslikegetting

learnershipsthatprovidethem with

nationallyrecognizedqualifications.

Howeverforthosewhocomefrom

mainstream schoolsitisdifficult

becausetheywerenotdiagnosedand

donothavethenecessary

documentationrequiredtoobtainoneof

theselearnershipsandendupstayingat

homewithnoeducationorhopefora

brighterfuture.

FortunatelyforScelohisintellectual

disabilitywasnotasbadthatitcaused

him toleaveschool.Foraslongashe

tookhismedicationhewasfineand



livinganormallifelikeanyotherperson.

Whichiswhyheissuccessfultoday,

becausehewantedtoproveapointto

allthosewhothoughtthathewouldn’t

makeit,thosewhobulliedhim telling

him thathisasickchild,thosewho

alwaystoldhim thathewillnotlivelong

enoughbecauseofallthemedicationhe

took.Thosewhotoldhim thathis

wastinghistimestudyingbecausehe

willdiebeforeheevenfinishesschool

andhedidit.Hemadeit,butlikeany

otherpersonwithanintellectual

disabilitywhenheseesthathiswellhe

stopstakinghismedicationtelling

himselfthathisfineandhedoesn’tneed

hismedication.Nowthesadpartabout



allthisisthattheyleaveitforsolong

thattheyneedhelpgettingbacktoit

becauselikeScelothehallucinations

andtrickshismindplayonhim makes

him forgetaboutmedicationandonly

thinkaboutreachingwhatevergoaltheir

mindshavesetforthem.

ThatiswhatwashappeningwithScelo

now,hismindhassetagoalandhis

goalistobewithMapulaand

Keabetswe.Heevenhashallucinations

aboutthem,whenhecooks,hecooks

for3sameaswhenhedishesupthe

food,hewoulddishupfor3andthen

getangrywhenthefoodisnoteaten

andendupbreakingtheplatesonlyto



dothesamethingthefollowingday.It’s

beenaweeknowandKweziwas

worriedabouthim sincetheyheardthat

heescapedfrom thehospital,sheeven

askedherfathertofindhim becausehe

needshelp.

KweziandtheotherswereinSouth

AfricaforNtsikaandZasembo’s

weddingthefollowingdayandoneof

Scelo’semployeestoldhim aboutthe

wedding.Hecallsandchecksuponhis

companybecausehesaidhewantsto

provideagoodfutureforhiswifeand

daughter.Whenhecallshealwaystells

hisemployeethathealwaystalkstonot

sayanythingtoanyonewhoislooking



forhim buttoalwayskeephim updated

abouttheworkandwhathappensin

BaKoena.Sowhenhetoldhim thathe

sawKweziandMapulatogetherwiththe

queenofBaKoenashoppingandtalking

aboutaweddinginSouthAfricaand

them lookinggoodliketheroyalsthey

werehetoldSceloaboutit.NowScelois

inDurbancallingeveryvenuetofindout

thevenuetheweddingwillbe.Hecame

toDurbanbecauseheknewthatisthe

onlyplacebesidesMthathathe

BaKoenarayalfamilyvisitwheninSouth

Africaandhewasmorethan

determinedtofindit.

Zasembo,Mapula,ReneilweandKwezi



wereatahotelthrowingZasemboa

bacheloretteparty.Itwasthedaybefore

herbigdayandtheywantedittobe

specialforher.Theyhadfullbody

massages,manicuresandpedicures.

Didtheirfacialsandnails.Nowtheyare

backatthehotelandtheroom is

decoratedbeautifullyforthenight.

Mapula:WellZasemboyouhaveto

enjoythisbecausesomeofusdidn’tget

tohavethisday.

Zasembo:Whydidn’tyouguysdoitfor

her?(sheaskedKweziandReneilwe)

Kwezi:Girltherewasnotimebecause

shehadrainqueendutiesandsoon

aftershegotmarriedandthatwasit.



Zasembo:Wellletsenjoytogetherthen

myqueen.

Reneilwe:Iforonedon’twanttobe

calledqueenthisevening.

Mapula:YouAndmebotham nota

queentodayjustawomansupporting

herfriendonherwedding.

Kwezi:Noladiesyouarewastingtime

now,let’sgiveherpresentsnowandI

willstart.

Zasembo:Ican’twaittoseewhatyou

gotme.

Kwezi:Girlyouwilllikeithere(she

handedherthepaperbagandZasembo

openedit.

Zasembo:OnnoKwezi!



Reneilwe:Takeitoutwealsowantto

see(ZasembotookouttheVictoria

secretlingerieandthethreescreamed)

Reneilwe:Ohmygodthatisbeautiful

Mapula:IndeedAnditwillsitwellon

thosecurves.

Zasembo:Ladiesyouseem toforget

thatam stillpureandtobehonestam

happyaboutmyweddingdaybutam

scaredofthehoneymoon.

Mapula:Ohhoneyam notgoingtolieto

youandsayitwillnothurtbecauseit

willhurtlikehell.

Reneilwe:HeyIremembermyfirst,Iwas

leftwithafireburningfordaysItellyou.

Kwezi:Whataboutthewalkinggirls?



Mapula:Penguinwalkalltheway.(they

laughed)

Zasembo:Iwanttogethisoverand

donewith.

Kwezi:itwillnotbeoverdeartrustme,

Yesthepainfulpartwillbeoverbutnot

thewholedeed.

Mapula:OpenMygiftnowhere(she

gaveherapaperbag,sheopeneditand

itwasalacerobeandacookbook)

Zasembo:Thisisabeautifulandsexy

robethankyou.

Mapula:WellIknowthatItheroyal

palacetherearechefsbuttherewillbe

dayswhereyouwillwanttosurprise



yourhusbandwithamealcookedbyhis

wife.Thatiswhatthecookbookisfor.

Zasembo:Thankyouverymuch.

Reneilwe:Nowmine(sheopeneditand

ithadeverythingmakeup,cleansers,

scabsandmasks)aladyalwayshasto

lookgoodforherhusband.

Zasembo:ThankyouverymuchIloveall

mygifts.

Them:Youwelcome.

TheycontinuedhavingfunandMapula

andReneilweweregivingheradviceon

marriageandallthatstuff.

TheguyswereatNtsika’slodgeforhis



bachelorparty.Itwasfunallaroundas

theguysweremakingjokesandteasing

him.

Lebo:TellmeNtsikawhywouldyou

choosemeasyourbestman?

Ntsika:Becauseyouaretheonewhois

ascrazyasIam.

Lebo:Callmecrazyonemoretimeand

youwon’thaveabestman.

Tokelo:YhoNtsikayouchosethewrong

persontostandupforyoubecausenow

histhreateningyoueverychancehe

gets.

Thabiso:Don’tgetinvolvedTokelo

becausetheywillganguponyouinno

time.



Lebo:GanguponWhoforwho?

Ntsika:Yeahwenotwomenwhogang

uponpeoplejustthatTokelodoesn’t

understandmyrelationshipwithLebo.

Lebo:YeahAndpeoplewhodon’t

understandothersrelationshipsthey

alwayswanttofindsomethingwrong

withit.

Ntsika:YeahYourightandbesidesno

oneaskedhim.

Lebo:Damnright!

Thabiso:WhatdidiTellyou?

Tokelo:Igiveup(raisinghishandsin

surrender)

Thabiso:Am Justheretorescueour



wifebecausethisguyiscrazy.

Lebo:Ntsikayoucanrescuehiswife

whilehisbusywithyours.

Tokelo:Anditwillbeeasybecauseshe

willbestandingrightnexttoyouwith

yourwife.

Thabiso:Who’ssideareyouon?

Tokelo:Am Justmakinganobservation.

Whiletheyweretalkingandteasing

eachothertherewasaknockonthe

doorandLebowenttoopen.

Lebo:Whatareyoudoinghere?(the

guysturnedtothedoortoseewhoitis)

Lebo:Whatthehellmananswerme,



whatareyoudoinghere?

Tokelo:WhoisthatBrother?(Lebo

openedthedoorwiderevealingnone

otherthanXhantilomziNyembezi)

Ntsika:UfunanimanjeMfene?(whatdo

youwantnowbaboon?)

Xhanti:Icameforwhatismine(hesaid

withaseriousface)

Ntsika:Bakithihakeningibizele

uMpandeyomuziZuluazokhombisa

lomuntuowakheumfaziwangempela

hayiowami(peoplepleasecall

MpandeyomuziZulutocomeandshow

thisguyhisrealwifenotmine)

Thabiso:Heydon’tgetittwistedsheis

MapulaMaKeabetsweMoloinot



MpandeyomuziZulu

Ntsika:HakeuyekeleumonaweThabiso,

awuboniukuthisinenkingala?Hayi

ndodaasinasoisikhathisokukhweleta

lana.(pleasedstopbeingjealous

Thabiso,don’tyouseethatwehavea

problem here?Nomanwedon’thave

timeforyourjealousyhere)

Lebo:Youmustbecrazythat’shiswife

youtalkingaboutandyouexpecthim

nottobejealous,nomanyouandthis

baboonhereareplayingforthesame

team.

Ntsika:Sengijikelwananguwe,

ngikwethembakangaka.Manjeusuthi

ngidlalanemfene.Hayingehlulekileke

manje(soyouturnagainstmenow



afterItrustedyousomuch.Nowyou

sayIplaywithbaboonsnoIgiveup)

Xhantiwasstillstandingatthedoor

withLeboinfrontofhim,listeningtothe

guystalkinglikehisnoteventhere.

Xhanti:(clearingthroat)mmm

Guys...(noonepaidattention)guys!!

(hespokelouder)

Them:What!(theysaidatthesame

time)

Ntsika:YhiniMfenekhuluma(whatisit

baboon?Talk)

Xhanti:Iwasjoking

Tokelo:About?



Xhanti:Cominghereforwhat’smine?It

wasajoke.

Ntsika:Manjeufunanila(thenwhatdo

youwanthere)

Xhanti:Icametocleartheairwithyou

guysmoreespeciallyNtsika.

Thabiso:Ithinktheairclearedthe

momentyouleftourcountry.

Tokelo:Ithinksotoo.

Xhanti:GuysallIaskforisafew

minutes.

Ntsika:Khulumandodasheshisa(talk

Manhurryup)

Lebo:Nohecan’tjusttalkkebatla

bolamolomo(imvulamlomoinXhosaor



themoneypaidtoopennegotiations

duringalobolanegotiation)

Thabiso:hahahworengnaLebo,

orebolamolomo(whatareyousaying

Lebo?Yousayingyouwanttheopening

money)

Lebo:Helamonnareanyadisahosanne

retlokachelete(heymanwehavea

weddingtomorrowweneedmoney)

Ntsika:Hayikendodauzizweleukuthi

umkhongiwamiuthini.Bekaimalindoda

sikhulume.(manyouheardwhatmy

negotiatorsaidnowbringmoneythen

weshalltalk)

XhantitookoutR5000andputitonthe



floorathisfeet.Lebotookitand

counteditthe.Smiledandputitinhis

pocket.

Lebo:Nowyoucantalk.

Xhanti:CanIpleasecomein?

Lebo:Payupandyoucancomein

(XhantitookoutR2000andputitonthe

floorandagainLebotookitandputitin

hispocketandopenedforhim togoin)

Ntsika:Nowtalk

Xhanti:LookmanIdidalotofthingsto

allofyouandIhavecometotryand

makethingsrightwithyou.

Ntsika:Usukhulumanganikemanje?

Yaziwenauyathandaukusuzanjeyonke

indawo(whatareyoutalkingaboutnow?



Nomanyoujustlikefartingalloverthe

place)

Xhanti:Icametosayam sorryforall

thatIdid,Ididn’tdeservetheprincess

butmyegodidn’tallowmetojustletgo

soIbroughtthistomakepeacelikemen

do(hesaidhandinghim a12yearold

Whiskey)

Ntsika:Yenzakanjekeindoda

yangempelaungahambakemanje(this

ishowarealmandoesthings.Nowyou

cango)

XhantistoodupandleftthenLebowent

tothedooropeningit.

Tokelo:WhereareyougoingLebo?

Lebo:Toseemywoman.



Ntsika:Ngigcineungancelisindoda

manjekwenzenjani?(thelasttimeI

checkedyouwerenotbreastfeeding,

whathappenednow?

Lebo:WhatdidIsayaboutyoucounting

yourwordstillaftertheweddingoryou

willnothaveabestman.

Thabiso:Butmanthesehormonesare

playingwithyouforreal.

Tokelo:IprayIdon’tgetthiswith

Reneilwe.

Lebo:NtsikaandTokelogodownon

yourknees.

Them:Why?

Lebo:WhatareyougoingtofindoutifI

tellyouthatnow?



Tokelo:Am notgoingthat

Ntsika:Meneither(Lebotookouthis

gunandputasilenceronandpointedit

atthem)

Lebo:Isaidonyourknees(hesaidwith

astraightface)Ntsikashookhishead

wentonhisknees.

Tokelo:IfthesearehormonesthenI

disownyouasmybrother.(Leboshot

atTokelo’sfeetandhejumped)

Lebo:Isaidonyourknees(Tokelowent

inhiskneesnexttoNtsika)

Lebo:Goodnowstartprayingthatyou

don’tgetcravingsandmorning

sicknessesforyourwomen.

Tokelo:Leboareyoucrazy!



Ntsika:Hayiuhlanyangempelamanje

ndoda(noyoureallyarecrazynowman)

Thabiso:Hahahohmanam takinga

videoofthishahahit’shilarioushahago

onpraymanitmightjustsaveyourlives

haha.

Tokelo:Lebo!!

Lebo:What?Yousaidyouwillpraythat

youdon’tgetmorningsicknessand

hormonesforyourwomenandnowam

helpingyoudojustthat.Nowpray!(he

saidwithagunstillpointedatthem.

Thabisowasdeadwithlaughterashe

wastakingavideoofthesetwoontheir

kneespraying)
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Durban(thewedding1)notedited

Sengijikelwananguwe!Kade

ngikwethembakangaka!Sengijikelwa

nanguwendikwesukanawelemakhaya!

Hekodwabashobangitshelaukuthi

ungabomthembaumuntu!Ngobuumntu

uyabhoxa!Ngobaumuntuuyajikajika!



Ngobuumuntuangekeum confirme!

Ngobumuntuulalephenduka!Yhikoloko

ngabaphikisa!Ngenxayothando,Ngathi

owamiuthembekile!Ngenxayothando,

Ngathiowamiakafaninabenu!Ngenxa

yothando,Ngobaowamiyingilosi

yoqobo!

Thisisthesongthatwasplayingwhen

Ntsikaandhispeopleenteredtheroyal

palaceofManzinikingdom.Inthefront

rowofhisentouragewasthekingof

BaKoenaTokelohimself,nexttohim the

chosenkingofthegodsandhusbandto

therainqueenThabisothen

NtsikayomuziZuluprinceofManzini

kingdom andnexttohim washisbest



manandchiefofBaKoenakingdom

LebohangLebenya.Todaytheywerenot

from differentculturesandkingdoms

butonecultureandkingdom aZulu

culturesndfrom Manzinikingdom,

supportingtheirfriendinhiswedding

wearingtraditionalZuluattires

representingthetheprinceasthey

walkedinsingingalongtothesongand

dancingwalkingtowardstheZasembo’s

family.

OhhersideitwasReneilwethequeenof

BaKoena,nexttoherwasthefuture

chiefswifeKwezilomsothenZasembo

princessofamaXhosakingdom,nextto

herwastherainqueenMapulaMoloi.



Theywerealsorepresentingthe

princessandfuturequeenofManzini

kingdom.Theywereallwearing

Imibhacowhicharethetraditional

Xhosaattiresforwomen.Theywere

alsosingingsongwalkingtowardsthe

groomsfamilymeetingthem halfway

andbothfamiliesstoppedsingingand

thedrumsstartedandthebrideandher

entouragestarteddancinginfrontofthe

thegroomsfamily.Theyweredancing

traditionalXhosadanceswhichthey

learntonthelastminutebecausethey

didn’tknowthattheyhadtodothisbut

theyweremorethanhappytopractice

andlearnsothatZasembocanhavethe

bestweddingdayever.



Thegroom andhispeoplepushedthem

outofthestageastheycameindancing

andthebridespeoplemovedback

givingthem wayastheytookthestage

doingwhattheydobest,dancingforthe

theirwomaninfrontofthem.This

dancingwentonwiththem changing

dancesuntilthechiefprieststopped

them andspoke.

Chief:Greetingseveryone,peopleofthe

Manzinikingdom whocametowitness

theironlyprincegettingmarried.The

peopleofamaXhosakingdom who

entrusteduswiththeirprincess,the

kings,chiefsandqueensofLeSothoyou

areWelcome.Nowthatthispartofthe



ceremonyIwouldliketoborrowthe

princeandourfutureprincesstogowith

them totakeblessingsfrom thegodsof

thisland.

SongstartedagainthenNtsikatogether

withhisgroomsmenandZasembowith

herbridalpartyfollowedthechiefpriest

totheManzinikraalwheretwocows

weretiedandwaitingforthem.The

chiefpriestcalledfororderand

everyonekeptquietaswellasthe

peoplethatwerestandingoutsidethe

kraalastheywerenotallowedinsidebut

closeenoughforthem towitnessthe

wholething.

Chief:PrinceNtsikayomuziZuluthisis



yourcowandforustoknowthatitis

thechosenoneforyoubytheancestors

youwillhavetotakethespearandpoke

it.(Ntsikatookthespearhewasgiven

andpokedthecowanditmakenoise

andthepeoplestartedholulilating)

Chief:PrincessZasemboinorderforus

toknowthatthegodsofManziniaccept

youwewantyoutotakethisspearand

pikethiscow(Zasembowasnervous

becauseshewasworriedthatitmaynot

makenoisebutshetookthespearand

pokeditanditmadenoiseandthe

peoplestartedcheeringandwhistling)

Chief:Nowforustoknowthatthis

unionisblessedbythegodsIwantto

bothofyoutotakeyourspearsand



pokethosecowsatthesametimeand

theymustmakenoiseatthesametime

(NtsikaandZasembotooktheirSpears

andpokedthecowsatthesametime

andthenoisetheybothmadefilledthe

Manzinipalaceandthepeoplecouldn’t

stopcheeringandZasemboandNtsika

sharedalook)

Chief:Itisclearthatthisunionis

blessedbythegodsandtoproveitwe

haveheretodaytheonethatsaysdie

andweperish,theoneleadbyangels,

theoneanimalsbowdownto,theone

thatcontrolsnotonlyanimalsbutthe

weathertoo.Theonewhoisanangel

yetlivesamongthepeople.Theones



who’skingwaschosenevenwaybefore

shewasborn.Iwillnotsaywhoyouare

mykingandqueenallam askingiffor

youtoblessus,askthegodstohelpus

blessthisunion.Letthereberainfora

fewminutes.

Mapulawentclosetoherhusbandand

heldhishandthenconnectedwithhim

asshedidn’twastobetakingthe

spotlightawayfrom whereisshouldbe.

Mapula:Shouldwedoitmyking?

Thabiso:TryandreadZasemboasI

readNtsikajusttoseeifthisiswhat

theywouldwant(theybothdidasthey

discussedwhilethepeopleweresinging

anddancingaroundthekraal)



Mapula:Ntsikasaysshewouldloverain

thatwouldsymbolizeablessingfrom

thegods.

Thabiso:Ithoughthewouldbethinking

somethingcrazy.Zasemboisworried

aboutbotheringyou.

Mapula:Arewedoingitthem?

Thabiso:Goaheadmyqueengivethem

theirblessings

Mapulaconcentratedasshespoketo

thegodsofBaKoena,thegodsof

BaTloungandthegodsofManzini.She

wasdoingallthiswhilekneelingbutthe

LeSothoRoyalssurroundedherasthey

didn’twantthepeopletoseeandthink



ofsomethingnegative.Intwominutes

thecloudsquicklyformedandthenrain

followed,itwasaworm andslow

flowingdropsofrain.Peoplewentcrazy

cheering,singinganddancing.

Chief:Mythankstothegodforthegift

nowbeforewefinishuphereandgo

haveafeastIwillgivethekingof

ManziniandthekingofamaXhosato

sayafewwordstoourprinceand

princess.

KingSbanisezweZulu

Cameforwardwithhischestoutand

shouldersback.Hestoodinfrontofthe

peopleaproudfatherandhisposture

saiditall.



KingSbani:Greetingstoalltheroyal

familiesandmypeople.TodayIstand

beforeyouaproudfatherandking.I

neverthoughtIwouldseemysonmarry

becauseofpickyourancestorsarebut

todayhereheiswithhisveryownwife

andfuturequeenofthiskingdom.AllI

wanttosonitthatyoudidwell,thegods

arehappyandIam happy.Takecareof

yourwifeManziniandneverforgetto

loveandrespectherasyourwifeand

theprincessofthiskingdom.Youwill

facechallengesmoretimesthanyou

caneverimagineandyouwillwantto

giveupbutdon’t.Thosechallengeswill

betheonesthatwillmouldyouinto

betterpeoplewhounderstandeach



otherandshareabondthatcannever

bebroken.Mythanks.

KingZwelibanziMbangakingof

amaXhosakingdom stooduplooking

goodinhisXhosaroyalattire.Atrue

kingindeed.

KingZwe:Greetingsmydearpeople,I

won’tsaymuchbutIwilltalktoyoumy

princess.Iknowwedidn’traiseyoubut

thisismychancetogiveyouadviceina

departmentIknowohsoverywell.You

cameintomylifeatatimewhenlife

dealtmeabadhandandIhadnochoice

buttoplay.IplayednotevenknowingI

wasinthegame,whatam tryingtosay

toyouisthatyouwillnotalwaysknow



thatyouareinthegamebutyouwillstill

havetoplay.Lifeistheplaygroundand

weareallplayers,yeswedon’tknow

thatweareinthegameyetweare

playing.Childbirthisoneofthestages

ofthegame,yourteenlifeisanother,

school,love,marriage,kidsanddeath.

Allofthesestagesyouhavetogo

throughandgetthroughthem.Nowif

youlookatitit’sexactlylikethegame,

youwinandsometimeslosethenstart

overagain.Whatam sayingtoyouis

don’tstoporgettiredofstartingover.

Mythanks.

Chief:Nowthateverythingisdonethe

royalfamilyinvitesyoutohavedrinks



withthem andcelebratethisunion.The

princeandprincesscanchangeand

comebacklookingasone.Nowpeople

youcangotothegardenwherefood

anddrinkswillbeservedandtheroyal

familywilljoinyoushortly.Thepeople

werehappyandeveryonemovedtothe

palacegardenwherefoodanddrinks

wereserved.ZasemboandNtsikawere

happythatthispartoftheweddingwas

overandnowtheycouldn’twaitfortheir

whiteweddingandgoingofftotheir

honeymoon.Thatisinanundisclosed

locationasNtsikasaidit’sasurprise.

Staytunedforweddingday2



Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin
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Weddingday2

ZasemboPOV

Everygirldreamsofherperfectwedding

andherperfectdresswiththeperfect

groom waitingforherattheendofthe



isle,butthosewerenotmydreams

growingup,mydream wastofinishmy

studies,workandprovideabetterlife

forumah.Iwillneverforgetthatwoman

andallthatshedidformewhenmyown

parentscouldn’t.Shenevernoteven

oncedidshemakemefeellikeIwasn’t

hers,shedisciplinedmelikeanyother

childandshelovedmejustasmuch.

Shegavemeallshecouldbutmostof

allloveandaffection.Am sadthatshe

won’tseemeonmyspecialday,no

offensetomyfatherbuthadshebeen

aliveIwouldhaveaskedhertowalkme

downtheislebecauseshewasbotha

motherandafathertome.ButGodhad

otherplansbutIguessshewillbethere



watchingme.

Lastnightwesleptverylateandtoday

wehavetowakeupveryearlytoprepare

forthedayahead,Ican’twaitforittobe

over.Don’tgetmewrongIwantthis

morethananythingbutwhatIwillbe

doingiswhatam notlookingforwardto.

(therewasaknockonherhotelroom

andshewenttoanswer)

Mapula:Goodmorningbride

Reneilwe:Pleasegoshowerthemake

upartistwillbehereanymoment.

Kwezi:Thedressesarealreadyinmy

room all16ofthem.

Mapula:What?



Zasembo:OneIhavealreadyshowered

andtwoyesit’s16dressesincluding

yours.

Reneilwe:Godthewordalloutwas

inventedjustforyou.

Mapula:WaitIneedtounderstand

somethinghere,whatarethe16

dressesfor?

Zasembo:Letmeexplain,dress1ismy

originalweddingdressthatIwillbe

wearingfortheceremony,dress2isthe

dressIwillbewearingwhenam takento

theorphanagewhereIgrewup,dress3

isthedressthatIwillbewearingwhenI

goparadeatManzinikingdom,dress4

isthedressIwillbewearingatthe

reception.



Mapula:Yhoothat’salotbutI

understandbutwhereisthedressyour

parentsgotyoubecauseitseemsthat

everyonegotyouone.

Zasembo:ThedressIwillbewearingfor

theceremonyistheonemyparentsgot

me.

Reneilwe:ThenWhatarewewaitingfor?

Kwezi:Yeahwehavealongdayahead

ofus.

Zasembo:Haveyouguysshowed?

Mapula:Yeswehave(therewasa

knockandKweziwenttoopenand4

makeupartistscamein)



Kwezi:Ladiesthemakeupartistsare

heresolet’sgetthisshowontheroad.

Reneilwe:Ifyouweren’tshowingalittleI

swearIwouldn’tbelieveyoupregnant.

Kwezi:Why?

Reneilwe:Theenergyyouhaveismore

thanwhatIhave.

Mapula:That’sbecauseshegavemy

brotherallthetiredness,moodswings

andcravings.

Kwezi:Noneedtobejealousladies!

Nowlet’sgetbeautiful.

Themakeupartistgotbusywiththeir

makeupsmakingthem beautifulforthe



day.Ontheothersidetheguyswere

gettingreadywhileLebowassittingat

thetableeatingbreakfast.

Tokelo:LeboHowcanyoubeeating

whilewegettingready?

Lebo:Didyousayhow?

Tokelo:Yeshowareyoueating?

Lebo:Likethis(hetookaforkwitha

pieceofporkbangersandputitinhis

mouthandchewed)that’showam

eating.

Tokelo:Youknowwhatam done.

Lebo:GoodforyouandIwillbedone

toosoon.

Thabiso:LetLeboeat.



Lebo:Yeahletmeeatbecausewewon’t

seefoodfortherestofthedaybecause

thisfoolrightheredecidetobe

galavantingaroundonhisweddingday.

Ntsika:It’snotgalavanting.Zasembo

wantedtogovisitherhomewhereshe

grewuponherweddingdayandIwill

makethathappen.Thenbytradition

whenaroyalprincegetsmarriedthe

wifemustbeshowntoeveryoneinthe

kingdom inform ofaparade.

Lebo:Whatagreatsentimentatsucha

wrongtime!

Thabiso:That’sagoodthingman.

Lebo:Yeahit’saverygoodthing



becauseyouthreewillstarvewhileam

full.

Tokelo:Unbelievable!

Ntsika:Whatthewifewantsthewife

gets.

Lebo:Stillfiancénotwife

Ntsika:Jealousmuch?

Lebo:Nowthat’sgay

Tokelo:Definitely

Thabiso:NtsikaandLeboshutupand

getreadysothatwecangetyou

married.

Theguysgotreadytogotothechurch

fortheceremonyandtheladiesaswell

ontheirside.



Scelo:

Scelofinallyfoundoutwherethe

weddingwillbeandhewasnowgetting

dressedinhishotelroom.Helooked

goodinhisnavythreepiecesuit

matchedthatwithawhiteshirt,brown

shoesandbrownbelt.Hereallylooked

good,ifonlyhewasn’tcrazy.

HisplantotakeMapulawasinplace

andheknewverywellhowtobe

invisibleandgounnoticedandthatwill

comeinhandythisdayashewantedto

dothiswithoutbeingnoticed.Hegotout

ofhisroom andlockedbehindhim and



wenttothecarhehiredanddroveoffto

thevenue.Hesatinhiscarandwatched

aspeoplearriveinchurchintheir

numbersforthewedding.Hewas

waitingforjusttherighttimetostrike

andinhismindit’sexactlywhatMapula

wants.

Thegroom andhisgroomsmenarrived

inchurchandScelofollowedandsatat

thebackofthechurchinalittlecorner

therenexttoafullfiguredwomanwho

happenedtohidehim verywellwithher

body.Thebridalpartyarrivedandthe

songstartedandthebridesmaids

walkedinonebyonestartingwithKwezi

andLebowaslookingatherfeelinglike



hecouldjustmarryherrightthereand

then.FollowedbyReneilwewhomade

Tokelowearawidesmileonhisface,

thenMapulathemaidofhonorwithher

husbandlookingatherremembering

theirweddingday.Thenthesong

changedandNtsika’seyeswereglued

tothedoorwaitingtoseehisqueen.

Zasemboemergedfrom thedoorway

andNtsikawasoverwhelmedbyhow

beautifulshelooked,shewalked

gracefullydowntheisleonherfather’s

armsandthesongplayingonthe

backgroundsuitedthemoment

perfectlyastheywalkedslowlydown

theisle.



Siram abitnervousbybeingheretoday

notreallysurewhatam goingtosaybut

barewithmepleaseifItaketoomuch

ofyourtime!Hereinthisboxisthering

foryoureldestshe’smyeverythingand

goingtosayitwillbesuchareliefifwe

wereonthesameside!Causeverysoon

am hopingthatI,canmarryyour

daughterandmakehermyqueenshe

willbethemostbeautifulbridethatI

haveeverseen!Icantwaittosmileas

shewalksdowntheisleonthearm of

herfatheronthedaythatmarryyour

daughter!

Thesongwasplayingbeautifullyonthe

backgroundastheysearchedNtsika



andthekinghandedZasembotohim.

Thepriestcameforwardandspoke.

Priest:BeforewebeginIwouldliketo

knowwhogivesthismantothiswoman.

(hismotherandfatherstoodup)

King&queen:Wedo!

Priest:Whogivesthiswomantothis

man(Zasembo’sparentsstoodup)

Them:Wedo.

Priest:Thankyou,dearlybeloved,weare

gatheredheretodaytowitnesstheholy

matrimonyofNksikayomuziZuluand

ZasemboMbanga.Iwillstartbyasking

ifanyonehereknowsofanyreason

thesetwoshouldnotbejoinedtogether

pleasespeaknoworforeverholdyour



peace(thechurchwentquiet)rightnow

thebrideandgroom preparedtheirown

vows,lethearthem myprince.

Ntsika:PrincessZasemboMbanga,

whenIfirstmetyou,youdidn’teven

havealastnamebutnowhereyouare,

aprincessofawellknownkingdom and

soontobemywife.EventhoughImiss

callingyouMCHOLWAwamiButnowI

don’thaveareasontobecauseIwas

thelostoneuntilyoufoundme.You

broughtlightintomylife,happinessand

love.Iloveyoumyprincessbutifyougo

crazyonmeknowthatMpandeishere

tocomfortmeevenifThabisowillbeat

meupforthat(thepeoplelaughed)on

aserousnotthoughmyloveIwill



alwaysbebyyourside,lovingyou,

cherishingyou,honoringyou,in

sicknessandinhealth,forricherfor

poorer,tohaveandtoholdonthisday

forwardtilldeathdouspart.Iloveyou.

Priest:Beautifulvowsmyprince,now

it’syourturnmyprincess.

Zasembo:NtsikayomuziZulutodayI

takeyoutobelawfullyweddedhusband,

myprotector,theheadofourhome,the

fatherofourfuturekids,mylove.We

havebeenthroughalottogetherandI

promisetoneverchangethepersonI

am andifIdoIpromiseitwillbeforthe

better.Ipromisetobeagoodwifeto

you,loveyouandsupportyou.Maybe



giveyouthesoccerteam youwant(the

peoplelaughed)aboveall,Iwillloveand

cherishyou,insicknessandhealthl,for

richerforpoorer,tohaveandtohold,

from thisdayforwardIgivingmyselfto

youtilldeathdouspart.

Priest:Therings(LebogaveNtsikathe

ringandMapulagaveZasembothering)

Priest:PrinceNtsikarepeataftermeas

youputtheringonherfinger(Ntsika

nodded)withthisringItheewed.

Ntsika:Withthisring,Itheewed.

Priest:PrincessZasemboyoudothe

samething.

Zasembo:Withthisring,Itheewed.

Priest:Bythepowervestedinmebythe



SouthAfricanmarriagecommitteeInow

pronounceYouhusbandandwife.You

maykissthebride(theyhadtheirfirst

kissasamarriedcouple)

TheyleftthechurchandandZasembo

andherteam wenttochangeintothe

seconddressandtheyheadedto

KwaNongomaforZasembotogoset

foodintheplacewhereshegrewupin.

Whenshegottherethestuffand

childrenattheorphanagewerehappyto

seeher,theycongratulatedheronher

weddingandwishedherwell.Shewent

behindtheorphanagewhereher

grandmotherlaudedtorest.

Zasembo:OhmahhowIwishyouwere



herewithmetoday,butIbelievethat

youarewatchingmetodayandthatyou

werethereatmyweddingwhenIwalked

downtheisleandwhenIsaidIdo.Idid

whatyoualwayswishedformemah,I

cameherewithmysecondwhitedress

justlikeyouwantedandIcametosayI

diditandyougotyourwish.Myparents

arealsohereandtheyaremorethan

happytobeherewithme.Thankyoufor

allthatyouhavedoneformemah.Ilove

yousomuch.(shestoodupandspent

anhourtherewiththechildrenandthe

women,untilitwastimetoleave)

TheyleftandheadedtotheManzini

kingdom butZasemboandherbridal



partywenttothehotelfirsttochange

intothethirddress.Theyallheadedto

Manziniandwhentheygottherethe

slidefortheparadewasreadyand

waitingforthem.Theygotinandwent

aroundthekingdom greetingpeopleas

theprincessofthekingdom,somewere

wavingandgreetingwhiteothersgave

them giftsfrom livestocktojewelryand

fabric.Theyfinishedtheparadeat

around4PM intheeveningandthey

wenttothereceptionareabutZasembo

hadtochangeintoherfinaldress.She

lookedbeautifulinallherdressesand

sheenjoyedherday.Ntsikawasjust

lookingathereverytimeshecamein

withadifferentdresswonderinghowhe



gotsolucky.

Speecheswenton,foodanddrinkswere

servedandnoweveryonewasletting

lose.ThiswasScelo’schanceto

executehisplan.

Staytuned...
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Thereception

Thereceptionwasongoing,thecouple

washappy,theparentswerehappyand

Ntsikawasonanotherlevelof

happinessandsowashiswife.Tokelo

wasdancingthenightawaywithhis

wifeReneilwe,laughinganddancing



togetherwithnocareinworld.Kwezi

andLebowerealsohavingfunbutatthe

tablewithfoodaroundthem.Thabiso

andhiswifewerealsosittingtogether

Wethewedding.Itwasfunallaround,it

wasindeedajoyousday.

Thabiso:YouknowIneverthoughtI

wouldseeNtsikalikethiswithsomeone

whoisityou.

Mapula:Metoo,butthatwasuntilthe

godsshowedmehisrealwife.

Thabiso:Am happyforhim really,his

crazybuthehasagoodheart.

Mapula:YesThathedoes,thismakes

methinkofyourweddingday.Babyam

sorryItookyouforgrantedand..



Thabiso:MaKeabetswewearehereto

celebratetheweddingofourfriendsand

wearenotabouttodiscussour

problemshere.OnethingIneedtolearn

todoisforyounevertodiscussour

problemsoutsideofourhome,whenwe

leavethehouseitdoesn’tmatterhow

angryweareateachotherbutwhenwe

getoutweleaveallthatathomeandwe

actnormallikealovingcoupleinfront

ofpeoplebecauseyouneverknowwho

iswatchingorlisteningjusttotake

advantageofthesituation.Wecanpick

upwhereweleftofwhenwegethome.

Mapula:IhearyoumykingandI

apologize.

-[]Thabiso:Idon’tneedyouto



apologizejustforyoutolearn.Iloveyou

andyouaremywife,beingherewithyou

andhappyisnotmepretending.

-[]Mapula:Wewilltalkhomethen.Am

sotiredthoughit’sbeenalongweekend

andImissmyprincess.

-[]Thabiso:Imisshertoobutsheis

safeIcanfeelitbutsomethingisnot

righthere.

-[]Mapula:Doyoualsohavethis

uneasyfeeling?

-[]Thabiso:Eversincethisdaystarted.

-[]Mapula:Letmegousetherestroom

andthenwecancallitanight.

-[]Thabiso:YeahYourightam tired.



Mapulagotupandwenttothe

bathroom andScelosawherand

followedherandwaitedforheroutside

thethedoor.Mapulafinishedandwent

out,onlytobemetbyasmilingScelo

outsidethedoor.

Mapula:Scelo!Howareyou?Wewere

worriedsickaboutyou.

Scelo:HellomyloveAm sorryIgotyou

worriedbutam fine(Mapulawastaken

backabitbytheMylovethingbutshe

brushedoff)

Mapula:Am gladyouOkaylet’sgofind

Kwezishehasbeenreallyworriedabout

you.



Scelo:Nobabe,wewillseeKwezisome

othertimerightnowwehavetogo.Am

sureyoutiredit’sbeenalongday.

(MapulathoughtaboutwhatKwezisaid

aboutScelobeingbipolaranddecided

togowithhim)

Mapula:Okaythenlet’sIreallydoneed

therest.

MapulaandSceloleftthevenueto

Scelo’scaranddroveoff.Inthecar

MapulaconnectedwithThabiso‘babe’

shecalledout‘Yesdearwhereareyou?’

Heanswered‘Scelohasme,weare

leavingthevenuenow’shesaid‘what

thehell?Whereareyouheaded’he

asked‘Iwillletyouknowwhenweget



therebutpleasedon’tletNtsikaand

Zasemboknow’shesaid‘Idon’tcare

aboutthatbutifthelunaticlayshis

handsonyouIwillkillhim’hesaid

clearlyangry‘nobabehissickand

needshelprightnow’‘tellmewhenyou

getthereandIwillcomeforyou’hesaid

Scelo:Babewhyareyousoquiet?

Mapula:Am Justtiredthat’sall.

Scelo:Don’tworrywearealmostatthe

hotelandtomorrowmorningweare

flyingtoCapeTownfrom thereyoucan

choosewhereyouwanttogo.

Mapula:That’sNiceButWhatabout

Keabetswe?

Scelo:Don’tworryaboutthatwewillask



KwezitobringhertoCapeTowntous.

MapularealizedthatScelowasreally

sicktothinkthattheycouldbeafamily

especiallyknowingherpowerstoend

him.AtthevenueThabisostoodupand

wenttoLeboandpulledhim asideand

Tokelo.

Lebo:Youdisturbedmymealjustsoyou

know.

Tokelo:Andmyqualitytimewithmy

wife.

Thabiso:GuysMapulahasbeentaken.

Tokelo:Whatdoyoumeantaken?

Thabiso:ThatlunaticScelotookher,she



justconnectedwithmeandtoldmethat.

Lebo:Ohhellnoam tiredofthiscrazy

guy.

Tokelo:Heneedstobetaughtalesson.

Thabiso:Iagreebutthatcanwaituntil

hegetsthehelpheneedsandyouLebo

howdoyouthinkKweziwillfeelafter

hearingthatyouendedhercousin.

Lebo:Youjusthadtogothere

Tokelo:It’struethough.

Thabiso:GuyspleasekeepquietMapula

istryingtoconnect.(theykeptquietas

heconcentrated)‘babywhereareyou?)

heasked‘Tsogosunhotel’she

answered‘whatistheroom number’

406Thirdfloor‘‘weonourway’



Thabiso:WehavetogettoTsogosun

now.

Lebo:IwillgetKwezi

Tokelo:IwillgetReneilwe.

Thabiso:Iwillmeetyouinthecar.

Theguyslefttogettheirwomenand

Thabisowenttogetthecarandthe

guysmethim attheentrance.Theygot

inanddroveoff.

Kwezi:Guyspleasedon’tharm him,his

sickandneedshelp.Iknowwhathedid

waswrongbutIbegofyoutohave

mercyonhis.

Lebo:Don’tworrybabewewillgethim



thehelpheneeds.

Kwezi:BabeIloveyouandallthatbut

sometimeswhenyousaythatitmeans

breakingbones(Thabisocoughedand

Tokelolaughed)

Lebo:Notthistimemylove.

Kwezi:Thankyou.

Theygottothehotelandwentuptothe

room andknocked,atfirstScelodidn’t

openbutthentheknockpersistedand

heopenedthedooronlytobemetby

thebrothersandThabisotheypushed

him asideandtheyallgotin.

Scelo:Whatthehellareyoudoinghere?

Kwezi:Scelopleasecalm downandlet

ustalk.



Scelo:Nocozthesepeopleneedto

leavenow!

Kwezi:Scelopleasedon’tdothisplease.

Scelo:Isaidtheymustgonow!!(he

saidandbangedthewall)

Lebo:Ohnowhisreallycrazy

Scelo:Am notcrazy!!!(heshouted

goingstraighttoLeboandpunchedhim)

Lebo:Am sorrybabebutheaskedfor

it(Leboreturnedthepunchlanding

Sceloontheground)Mapulawasby

Thabiso’ssideandKwezirantoSceloto

helphim outbuthepushedherandshe

landedonherbut.

Lebo:Whatthehell!!!(hewentcharging

tohim andreleasedafloodoffistson



him)

Kwezi:Lebono!Stop!(Lebostopped

andlookedatherandnoticedthatshe

wasbleedingandhepanicked)

Lebo:HellBabyyoubleeding!(he

rushedtoherandpickedherup,Mapula

wasalreadyatthedooropeningit.)

LeborushesoutwithKwezifollowedby

MapulaandReneilwe.Theyrushed

Kwezitonetcareandwhentheygot

thereshewasrushedin.Thabisoand

TokeloWhereleftintheroom witha

fumingScelo.

Tokelo:YoubetterpraythatKwezi

doesn’tlosethebabybecauseifshe

doesLebowillkillyou.



Scelo:Idon’tgiveadamnaboutthe

babyorLebo,Iwantmywife.(Thabiso

wassickandtiredofallthisashewent

toSceloandpickedhim upbyhis

clothingandpressedhim againstthe

wallpunchinghim onhisstomach

repeatedly)

Thabiso:Thishappenedbecausehe

wentcrazyandtookmywife.

Tokelo:Letstakehim awaythengoto

thehospitalLeboneedsus.

WhiletheyweretalkingScelostoodup

andthrewapunchatThabisoandhe

turnedaroundandgavehim apunch

thatknockedhim outandtheycarried

him outthehotelWhitethefrontdesk

calledthepolice.



Theydrovetothepsychiatrichospital

andadmittedhim andtoldthestaffthat

theyfoundhim beatinguppeople.They

lefthim therewhiletheydrovetothe

hospitaltoseehowKweziwasdoing.

WhentheygotthereLebowaspacingup

anddownthewaitingroom goingcrazy.

Iknowit’sshortbutwillmakeitupto

you.
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MhlangaNetcare

Noonewassayinganythinginthe

waitingroom,theywereallseated

waitingforthedoctortoinform them of

Kwezi’scondition.Lebowasblaming

himselfthinkingthatifhedidn’tgowith

Kwezitothehotelnoneofthiswould

havehappened.Whiletheyweresitting

thereMapulawaspleadingwiththe

godstolettheyoungchiefliveasitwill

killherbrotherifheweretodie.Tokelo



wasworriedaboutwhatLebowill

becomeifhelostthebaby,hewas

worriedthatTerminatorwillbeactivated

onfullmodeandhecouldn’thavethat.

Whiletheyweredeepinthoughtsthe

doctorapproachedthem andtheyall

stoodup.

Lebo:Howarethey?

Doc:Theyarebothfine.Thebleeding

wascomingfrom themouthofthe

uterusbecauseitopenedsowehadto

stitchitsothatitcanbeabletokeepthe

fetusinuntilshegivesbirth.

Lebo:CanIseethem?

Doc:She’sasleepnowbecausewe

sedatedherfortheoperationbutyou



cangoinandseethem.

Lebodidn’twaittobeshownwherethe

wardisashestartedwalkingtowards

thewards.HegotinandKweziwas

sleepingpeacefullylikenothing

happened.

Lebo:HeyBabe,it’smeyouscaredme

thereforasecondandyoubigboy(he

saidrubbingKwezi’sbelly)neverscare

daddylikethatagain,Iloveyouand

mommysomuchandIwilldoanything

toprotectyoutwobutIwantyoutodo

somethingforme.Iwantyoutofightin

thereuntilit’stimetocomemeetme

okayboy.Daddylovesyouchampand

youtooprincess.(hekissedhertummy

andherforeheadandlefttheroom



goingbacktotheothersandwhenthey

sawhim theystoodupagain)

Tokelo:Howarethey?

Lebo:Theyarefineandsleeping,look

weallhadalongdaysoyouguyscango

tothehotelandIwillstayhereandwait

forthem towakeup.

Thabiso;Youcrazyevenwhenyouarein

trouble,wenotgoinganywhere.

Mapula:Yesweare.

Thabiso:Weare?

Mapula:Yeswearegoingouttoeat,

baththenchangeintocomfortable

clothesandbringKwezisomeaswell

thenweallcomebackhereandwaitfor

hertowakeup.



Tokelo:LeboWhatdoyousay?

Lebo:Youmustbehighonsomethingof

youthinkam goingtosaynotofoodbut

wemustcomebackbeforetheywake

upsothattheydon’tthinkweleftthem

herealone.

Mapula:OkayletsgoeatfirstIalready

bookedusatable.

Theyallwenttoeatattherestaurant

andaftertheywenttothehotelbathed

andchangedintocomfortableclothes

andLobotookKwezi’saswellandthey

wentbacktothehospital.

NtsikaandZasembohadexcuses

themselvesandwenttorestbeforethey



leavefortheirhoneymoonthefollowing

day.Theywereintheirhotelroom after

takingandwelldeservedbathnoware

nowlayinginbed.

Ntsika:Youlookedbeautifulinallyour

dressestoday.

Zasembo:Thankyoumyhusband.

Ntsika:Mmm Thathasaniceringtoit

mywife.

Zasembo:ItreallydoesbutIdon’t

understandwhytheroyalfamilyof

LeSotholeftwithoutsayingthattheyare

leaving.

Ntsika:From WhatIhavelearntfrom

thosepeopleisthattheycareaboutone

anotherandifoftheirownisintrouble



thewholeteam willbetheretosupport.

Myguessissomethinghappenedand

theydidn’twanttoruinourdaywithbad

news.

Zasembo:Theyarereallygoodpeople

andam gladthatwearefriendswith

them.Peoplelikethem arethekindsof

friendsthatwillhaveyourbackeven

from adistance.

Ntsika:Yourightaboutthatandam glad

thatMpandeisnotapersonthatholds

grudgesbecauseifshedidwewouldn’t

beheretoday.

Zasembo:Am gladshe’snotandwe

oweeverythingwearetoherandher

husbandforbeingsoforgiving.



Ntsika:Yeah,Enoughaboutthat,howdo

youfeelaboutourhoneymoon?

Zasembo:Excitedandscaredatthe

sametime.

Ntsika:Don’tworrymyloveIwillmakeit

memorableforyou.

Zasembo:Iknowyouwillbutthefearof

theunknownwon’tletmerest.

Ntsika:Iloveyou,doyouknowthat?

Zasembo:YesandIloveyoumore.

Ntsika:NoIloveyoubetter.

Zasembo:Thefeelingismutualdear

husband.

Ntsika:Smartmouth(theylaughedand

retiredforthenightcuddlingineach



other’sarmsforthefirsttimeas

husbandandwife)

BaKoenakingdom:

Theprincesshasn’tbeensleepingwell

eversincetheparentsleft,shewould

wakeupinthemiddleofthenightcrying

andsweatingaskingforheruncleking

(Tokelo)thishasbeengoingonforthe

pastthreeconsecutivenights.Thechief

priestcametoseeifhecanassistbut

thegodsblockedhim from seeing

anything,thequeenmotherdidn’twant

tobothertheparentsbecauseofthe

weddingbuthisnightshefiguredshe



shouldsaysomethingbecauseshe

hasn’tsleptsinceshewenttobed.She

wouldclosehereyesforafewminutes

thenstartsweatingandcallingforher

unclekingandcryatthesametimethat

theywillhavenochoicebuttowakeher

up.Queenmotherhasbeensleeping

withhereversincethisstarted,she

wouldburnincenseinthemiddleofthe

nightandpleadwiththegodstogether

withthechiefpriestbutallthatwasin

vain.

Theyalsotriedgivingherthewaterbutit

onlyworkedforahourandthenshe

startsagain.Whatisfrustratingabout

thesituationisthatshedoesn’tsay



anythingshejustaskswhenisuncle

kingcomingback.Sotonightit

happenedandshesleptforanhourand

itstartedagainandnowitwillonlygiven

hertwominutesofsleepandstartagain.

SothequeenmotherdialedMapula’s

numberandshepickedupimmediately

sincetheywereuptalkinginthehospital

waitingroom.

Convo:

Mapula:Mother,acallsolateatnight

whatseemstobetheproblem?

Queen:Tellmemychild,whendoesthis

giftofyourswork?

Mapula:Allthetimemother,whydoyou

ask?



Queen:BecauseKeabetswehasn’tbeen

sleepingheresincethedayyoupeople

left.

Mapula:OhgodsofBaKoena!Mother

am blockedfrom seeinganything

regardingKeabetswebecausethegods

wanttotrainherthemselveswithout

interference.Whatishappeningtoher

mother?

Queen:Idon’tknowshejustsleepsfora

fewminutesandwakeupcryingand

askingforTokelo.

Mapula:ForTokelo?

Queen:Yes

Mapula:Whateveritishastodowith

him,issheawake?(Tokeloheardhis



nameandwasalreadybyhissisters

sidetogetherwithThabisowhocould

hearthattheconversationwasabout

hisprincess)

Queen:Shejustwokeupnowthat’swhy

IcalledIwanthertotalktoTokelo.

Mapula:Letmegivehim thephone

(MapulagaveherBrotherthephone)

Tokelo:MotherWhatisthematter?

Queen:Theprincessisnotwelland

she’sbeenaskingforyou.

Tokelo:Pleaseputheron.

Queen:OkayButdon’tbelongbecause

she’stired.

Tokelo:Alrightmother(thequeengave



Keathephone)

Kea:Uncleking

Tokelo:Yesprincessam here

Kea:Youhavetocomebackhomein

themorningwithauntyqueen(Reneilwe)

Tokelo:Wewillcomebackprincess

whatiswrongbabygirl?

Kea:YouhavetocomehomeIcan’ttell

youonthephone.

Tokelo:OkayBabywhenyouwakeupin

themorningyourunclewillbethere

besidesyou.

Kea:GoodbecauseIwanttosleepam

tired.

Tokelo:Whyareyounotsleeping



princess?

Kea:Becauseofyou(Tokelowashurt

bythis)

Tokelo:OkayBabytrytosleepnowand

tellwhoeverwantsyoutotelluncle

somethingthathewillbehomeat

sunriseandthattheymustletyousleep

tonightOkay.

Kea:Okay.TellmommyandmykingI

lovethem.

Tokelo:Letmeputyouinspeakerso

thatyoucantellthem (heputthephone

onspeaker)youcantellthem now

princesstheycanhearyou.

Kea:Iloveyoumommy

Mapula:Iloveyoutoobaby



Kea:Iloveyoumyking.

Thabiso:Daddylovesyoumorewarrior.

Kea:Hahaohmyking,whereismy

unclechief?

Lebo:Hisgonebecauseyoudon’tlove

him anymore.

Kea:YousillyIknowit’syou,Iloveyou

Okayandthebabieswillbefine.

Lebo:It’sonlyonebabyprincess.

Kea:Youfunny,letmesleepnowIwill

seeyouatsunrise.

Them:Goodnightprincess.

Theydroppedthecallandlookedat

eachother.



Thabiso:SomethingiswrongIcanfeelit.

Tokelo:Ithastodowithmeandmy

queen.

Lebo:Didanyoneelsehearhersaythe

babiesarefine?

Reneilwe:Wedidbutasfarasweknow

it’sonlyonechild.

Mapula:Maybeit’sbecauseshe’stired.

Thabiso:MaybeButwehavetobehome

bysunrise.

Lebo:Letmefindthedoctorto

dischargeherifpossibleandifnotIwill

staybehindandwaitforher.

Tokelo:Iwillletthepilotknowofour

departure.



Mapula:Iwilltellnewlywedsthatweare

leaving.

Eachonewenttheirseparatewaysto

sortouteverythingwhileReneilwecalled

thehoteltohavethem sortouttheirlag-

age.

It’sshortIknow!Iwillcontinuewithit

lateron.
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Insert43 (notedited)

ThedoctorallowedforKwezitoleave

onlybecauseLebosaidthereisabedon

thejetandshewillbeabletosleepall

thewayhome.Sothedoctorordered

bedrestforherfortwomonthswithno

liftingofanykingorstandingfortoo

long.Tokeloalsomanagestogetthe

pilottogetherthebirdintheair.Ntsika

andZasembosenttheirwellwishesas

theyareflyingouttotheirhoneymoon

aswellthefollowingday.Thabisoand

Reneilwewenttogettheirbagsfrom the

hotelandwentbacktothehospitalso

thattheycanleavefrom there.Lebogot



alimosothatKwezicanliedownonthe

waytotheairport.Everythingwasset

andnowtheywerewaitingforthe

doctorwhowasbusywithKwezi.The

nursewhowasresponsibleforherwent

toLeboandgavehim hermedication

andtoldhim howtoshe’ssupposedto

takeit.Thedoctorcameoutafew

minuteslater.

Doc:MrLebenyapleasetakecareofmy

patientsandmakesuretheygettherest

theyneedandtwomonthsisnottwo

weeks.

Tokelo:Don’tworrydocshehasanarmy

totakecareofher.

Lebo:Iwon’tgetmyeyesoffher.



Doc:Goodluckwiththatpregnant

womanandhormonesaredangerous.

Tokelo:Noneedtoworryaboutthattoo

dochistheonewiththehormones,

moodswingsandcravings.

Thabiso;Hisright,yourpatientis

harmlessbutthisoneisatickingtime

bomb.

Lebo:Don’tlistentothem doc.

Thabiso:Don’tyoucraveice-cream

everydayat3?

Lebo:Ido

Tokelo:Didn’tyoujustmakeuspraythat

wedon’tgetmoodswingsandcravings

forourwife’s?



Lebo:Thisisuselessthefactofthe

matteristhatKweziisgoingtobetaken

careof.

Doc:Youseem likealovelybunchandif

youwerenotfrom LeSothoIwouldsayI

earnedmyselffriends.Butdon’tworry

MrLebenyait’shappensthattheman

wouldbetheonewithmorningsickness

whilethewifeisfine.

Lebo:Didyoutwohearthat?Ithappens

whichmeansam notthefirst,which

meansam notsoft,gotit?

Tokelo:Doccanwetakeourwifehome?

Lebo:NowIgethowNtsikafeltwhenwe

calledZasemboourwife.

Doc:youguysarefunbutyesyoucan



takeherthenursewillbeoutwithher

soon(justthenthenursecamepushing

Kweziwithawheelchair)

Nurse:Heresheis

Lebo:Thankyou.

ThenursepushedKwezioutwith

everyonewalkingbesidethem,when

theygotoutsidethelimowasalready

thereLebohelpedKwezisettleinanhe

gotinwithTokeloandReneilwewhile

ThabisoandMapulafollowedbehind

withthecar.Theydroveoffgoingtothe

airportandwhenin30minutesthey

arrived.Theygotoutofthecarsand

LebopickedKweziupbridalstyletaking



tothejetandmadehercomfortableon

thebed.Theothersalsogotinandtook

theirseatsandtheytookoff.The

journeytoLeSothoaseveryonefell

asleeponthewaybecausetheywere

tiredduetotheeventsoftheday.3

hour’slaterataround5AM thecaptain

announcedlandingandtheypreparedto

landhome.Thejettouchedground

swiftlyandtheypreparedfordeparture.

Tokelohastheirguysmeetthem atthe

airportandindeed3carswherethere

whentheygotoffthejetandmadetheir

waytoBaKoena.

NowthattheywereinLeSothonerves

kickedinonTokeloandnowhedidn’t



knowwhetherhewantedtobehomeor

backwherehecamefrom.Hehada

feelingthatthenewstheprincesshas

forhim werenotpleasantatall,buthe

keptittogetherforhisqueenwhoalso

seemedworriedastheygotcloserand

closertoBaKoena.Thabisowasworried

abouthisprincessnotbeingableto

sleepandhewishedthathecouldtake

allherpowersawayuntilsheismatured

enoughtohandlethem becauseno

parentwantstoseetheirchildsick.

Mapulawasnotworriedaboutthe

powersherdaughterhasbutsinceshe

wasyoungitwasdifficultforherto

handleallthemessagesthatcometo

her.Shewasworriedthatshe’stoo



youngforherpowerstobesurfacing

now.

TheygottoBaKoenaat7AM inat

sunriseandtheprincesswashavingher

bathwhiletheywenttosleepforafew

hours.Eachonewenttotheirchamber

tobathandrestforawhile,butTokelo

wantedtogoseetheprincessandhear

whattheproblem wasbutReneilwe

refusedforhim togosayingtheyshould

restbecausetheywillneedalltheir

strengthforthenews.Soheendedup

sleepbutinsteadofapowernapit

becamehalfdayastheywerereally

tired.Theywokeupandfreshenedup

thenwenttothediningroom tohave



lunch.Everyonewasthereandtheyhad

lunchoverlightconversation.

Queen:Howwasthewedding?

Mapula:Itwasbeautifulmotherand

Zasembolookedlikeatrueprincessin

allherdresses.

Queen:AndmycrazyZuluson?

Lebo:NomothernohisnotyoursonI

am.

Tokelo:Whenwillyoustopbeingababy?

Lebo:AndIshoulddothatbecause?

Mapula:Becauseam thebabyofthe

familybrother.

Lebo:Keeptellingyourselfthat.

Queen:Enough,yhooam tiredofthis



crazinessfrom you.NowwassonZulu

sonhappy.

Mapula:Helookedcontentmother

Theyfinishedeatingandwenttothe

loungeandtheprincesswasbroughtin

bythemaiden,shewasexcitedseeing

everyoneandshewentaroundtoallof

them givingthem hugsandkissesthen

shewentandsatonherfather’slap.

Kea:Canitalktoyounowuncleking?

Youhavebeensleepingthewholeday

andIhavebeenwaitingforyou.

Tokelo:Talktomeprincesswhatisit?

Kea:Auntiequeenam sorrybutyou

can’thavechildrenbothofyoucan’t



(Reneilwe’seyesgotglassyinamatter

ofseconds)

Mapula:Princesswhatdoyoumean

theycan’thavechildren?

Kea:Aunty’sMotherneverreleasedher

wholeheartedlywhenshegotmarried

tounclekingbecauseshewantedto

chooseahusbandforherandwhenthat

didn’thappenshewasangryattheboth

ofandblockedsomeoftheblessings

shewassupposedtoreceive.

Mapula:Okaydidshedothaton

purpose?

Kea:Nomommyjustherheavyheartdid

it.(Reneilwewascryingbynow)

Tokelo:Whataboutmeprincesswhat



didIdo?

Kea:Mmm Idon’tknowifIshouldsayit

infrontofpeoplebutyoursisscary.

Tokelo:It’sfinemyprincesssayit.

Kea:WellIdon’tknowifitwillmake

senseornotbutthemessageis‘the

bloodyoushedwillbetheriveryou

continuetodrownin’andthenIseeyou

drowninginblood.(theelderslookedat

eachother)

Tokelo:OkayIhearButistheremore?

Kea:Ithinkso

Tokelo:ThenTellUnclekingprincess

Kea:ThemanIwaswithsaidyouare

thekingandyoucan’tleadthekingdom



withhandsfilledwithblood.Hesaidthe

bloodonyourhandshouldbewashed

withanother’spureblood.(thiswhole

thingshockedthem becausetheywere

notafamilythatkillspeopleforfunand

purebloodmeansabloodofan

innocentmustbespilledinorderforthe

king’shandstobewashedclean.)

Tokelo:Thankyouprincess,didyou

sleeplastnight?

Kea:AfterIspoketoyouyesbutthe

mansaidyouaretoostubbornforyour

owngoodandsaidyoutakeafterhim

(againthiswasashockbecauseshe

didn’tsaythemanwasLerumosowho

coulditbe?)

Tokelo:Goodam gladhelistened.



Kea:Ohunclechief

Lebo:Yesdaddy’swarrior

Kea:Hahahonlydaddycallsmewarrior

uncle.

Lebo:ThenWhateveryouwantthe

answerisno.

Kea:Okayyoucancallmewarriortoo

then.

Lebo:GoodmylittlewarriorwhatcanI

doforyou?

Kea:CanIhaveoneofauntyKwezi’s

babies?Shewillagreeifyouaskher.

Lebo:HowmanybabieswillauntyKwezi

havefirstsothatIcantalktoher.

Kea:Plenty



Lebo:OhmywarrioryouknowIcan’t

countsoIdon’tknowwhatplenty

means.

Kea:Ohlordthenyoumustcometo

schoolwithmesothatyoucanlearn,

plentymeansshewillhave3babiesbut

becauseshecan’ttakecareof3babies

onherownIwantone.

Mapula:AndWhowilltakecareofthat

baby?

Kea:DaddyandIwill.

Thabiso:Me?ButIhaveyou

Kea:Nosillyam notababyam oldnow

soweneedababy.

Lebo:WhatIfauntyKwezidoesn’twant

togiveyouherbaby?



Kea:MakeherseereasonbutIwantone,

ohandIdon’twanttheboyIwantthe

girl.

Lebo:OkaySooneisaboyandoneisa

girlsowhatistheother?

Kea:Asurprise,Iwanttogoplaynow.

Mapula:Gobaby(shejumpedoffher

father’slapandleft)

Lebo:Brotherpleasetakeoneofthe

childrenwhentheycome.

Tokelo:Noam goingtobebusymaking

mine.

Lebo:Thabisoyoucan’tsaynotothe

princess.



Thabiso:Visitingthebabieswillbemore

thanenough.

Lebo:Mother...

Queen:NoLebohangIraisedyouguys

raiseyourownkids.

Lebo:AlrightButwhenIdiedon’tcry

becauseitwillbeyourfault.

Tokelo:Yeahright.Butonaseriousnote

whatarewegoingtodoaboutthispure

bloodthing?

Mapula:Iwillgoaskthequeens

tomorrowmorningandalsofindout

whathastobedoneaboutthequeens

situation.

Reneilwe:Mythanks,Ijustnever

thoughtchoosingahusbandformewas



thatimportanttomotherthatshewould

dothis.

Thabiso:Heysisshewillmakeitright,I

willmakesureofit.

Reneilwe:ThankyouBrother.

Theycontinueddiscussingaway

forward.
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Insert44

BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

TensionswerehighintheRoyalpalace

ofBaKoena,theChiefwasworried

aboutraising3kidsasmuchashewas

happyfortheblessinghegotfrom the

gods.Kweziwastiredofbeinginbed

alreadyandwantedtogobacktowork

alreadybutknowingLebohewon’triskit.

Reneilwewasworriedaboutwhatthe

peopleandherhusbandwillsayifshe

can’tgivehim children,shewondered

whatkindofaqueenwillshebeifshe

didn’tgiveherhusbandchildren.She



fearedbeingcalledabarrenwomanand

shealsofearedthatherhusbandwillbe

forcedtotakeasecondwifethatwill

givehim childrenandsheblamedher

motherforallthat.Thabisowasworried

aboutthefacttheKeabetswesaid

Tokelowillneedpurebloodtocleanse

andwashwaythebloodinhishands.

Hisimaginationhasalreadyranwild

thinkingthatmaybethebabyshe

wantedwastheonetobesacrificedfor

Tokelotobecleansedbuthealso

wonderedhowwillthathappensince

thegodsareagainstthespillingof

bloodespeciallythatoftheinnocent.

ThequeenmotherofBaKoenadecided

tocalltheroyalfamilyofBaTloungto



comeandhearthisaswellsothatthey

don’tblameanyonewhenbadthings

starttohappen.TodayMapulawokeup

earlytogotothesacredrivertogetto

thebottom ofthisasshecouldsense

thatthingsmightturnoutfortheworst

iftheymakedecisionswithoutbeing

wellinformed.

Becauseevenyesterdayafterthewhole

thingthemoodofeveryoneinthe

palacewasdown,yettheytriedlifting

everyone’sspiritsbutitwasnotreally

workingbecauseevenlaughterwould

diedownasquicklyasitstartedasif

theyareblamingthemselvesfor

laughingwhenthingsaregoingsouth



quickly.Thisdayshewokeupway

beforesunrisetogotothesacredriver

togettheanswerssheneedstosolve

this.Shedidn’tevenbothershowering

becauseshewillbeunderwateranyway,

sheleftanotforherhusbandinforming

him ofherwhereaboutsbeforesheleft

thehouseandwalkedtotheriver.She

waswalkingbarefootkickingthe

morningdewasthedropofitrandown

herlegs.Herfeelhadgrassstickingon

tothem becauseofhowdumbherfeet

were.

Shegottotheriverandkneeleddown

ontherocksbesidetheriverandcalled

uponthealligators.



Mapula:AlligatorsofBaKoena,animals

ofthewater,humbleyetstrongasthe

rain,itdestroyswhenit’sheavyyetit

remainscalm.Iseekforyouthissunrise

tostandbyyourqueenasthemattersof

thepalaceam supposedtoprotectare

gettingoutofhand.Yesam thequeen

butIstillhavetogiveanswerstothe

kingsothatbothofuscanbetter

protectthekingdom youentrustedtous.

(bythistimeallthealligatorswere

gatheredaroundherwiththeirheads

liftedupandlookingatherasifthey

wereattentivelylisteningtotheirqueen)

Ngwedicameforwardwalkinginher

alligatorform,shegottothequeenand

bowedherheadtoherasifasking



permissiontospeak.Mapulanodded

herheadandNgweditransformedtoher

humanform stillbowingherhead.

Ngwedi;Myqueenwehaveheardyou

andweknowyourpainandwearehere

toassistwithwhateveryouneed.

Mapula:Mythanksdearprotectorsof

ourland.IshalltakemyleavenowandI

willseeyouwhenIcomeout.

Ngwedi:Myqueentheprotectorswould

liketoaccompanyyoutothemystical

landifthequeenpleases.

Mapula:Iwouldbehonoreddear

protectors,letusgo.(Ngwedichanged

backtohernormalform andsheand



theotherprotectorswentintheriver

goingdeepintothemiddleofitwhere

thewaterisstillandnotmovinglikethe

otheronthesides.Thewateropenedin

anunusualwaythisdayasitopeneda

bigholeinthecenteroftheriver,maybe

becausethereweremanyofthem.They

wentinandthewatertookthem tothe

mysticallandmovingliketheywere

ridingonawaterslide.Theygotthere

andthequeensprotectorstogetherwith

thequeenswerewaitingforthem,they

werealsostandinginanunusualwayas

iftheywereformingatriangle.Nyolodi

standinginfront,Bahomibabakoena

standingonherleftbutfurtherbehind

andLetsatsistandinginherrightthe



samedistanceasBahomi.Therain

queennoticedthesesignsbutchoseto

ignorethem,theyallwentbeforethe

queensandbowedtheirheads.

Nyolodi:Asyouweremyqueenand

protectors.

Bahomi:Blessingsbetothequeenand

thekingdom.

Letsatsi:Prosperityandpeacerainas

thequeensummonstherainfrom the

skiesupabove.

Mapula:Peacebewiththeprotectors,

theangelsandtherainqueensbefore

me.

Nyolodi:Itshallbedone.



WhentheyleftBahomiandLetsatsi

walkedinfrontbutnotbrakingthe

triangletheyallformedastheywalked.

Mapulalookedbackattheprotectors

whowerewalkingslowlybehindher,she

lookedatNgwedijusttomakesure

she’snotseeingthingsandNgwedi

bowedherheadasthoughshedidn’t

wanttocomment.Theygotthewere

theyweresupposedtobeandthe

queenssatthesamewaytherewere

standingandwalking.Theyweresitting

onbigseashellsandMapulanoticed

thateachoneofthem hadabigpearl

aroundtheirnecksbuteachonewitha

differentcolor.Nyolodi’sonewasthe

normaloffwhitecolor,Bahumi’swasa



skybluewhileLetsatsi‘seasabright

orange.

Bahomi:Myqueen,weknowwhyyou

areherebutbeforewegettoitwehave

ittellyouabouttheweatheratBaKoena

today.Theskywillbeasblueasthe

pearlam wearing,itwillbecalm andthe

windwillblowsoftly.

Letsatsi:Butthesunwillbeshining

brightorangeupinthebluesky

resemblingthepearlIam wearing.

Nyolodi:Allofthiswillhappenduring

daylightwhileeveryonewatchesjust

likethepearlIam wearing.Ngwedi!

(Ngweditransformedintoherhuman

self)



Ngwedi:Tragedyisabouttobefall

BaKoenaandyourdutyistocalm it

downbybeingallthesepearlstogether

andmakethem one.

Ngwedi:Thetimehascomeforyouto

usethestuffyougotherebeforeand

savethekingdom from whatisyetto

come.

Nyolodi:Ofcausewewillallbewithyou.

Nowaboutwhatyoucameherefor,the

princessdidn’tmeankillingwhenshe

spokeofpurebloodshemeantthatthe

bloodthatwillcleansethekingishers.

Mapula:HowMyqueen?

Nyolodi:Shehastoperform theritual



herselfasshewasshownbythegods,

butshewillonlyhavetocutherselfa

littleonbothherhandsandtheblood

dropsthatwillfallontheking’shands

willwashwayallthebadspirits

followinghim.Hehastolettheblood

dryonherhandsandgotosleeplike

thatandifthegodsarepleasedhewill

wakeupwithhishandsclean.

Mapula:Andthebabyshewants?

Bahomi:Sheisanonlychildmyqueen

andsheislonelyamongadultsallshe

wantsissomeonetoplaywithbecause

inhermindheruncleandauntwillhave

morethanenoughbabiesanditonlyfair

shegetsonetoo.Remembershesaid

shedoesn’twanttheboy?



Mapula:Yesmyqueen

Bahomi:Thatisbecauseshewantsa

girlthatwillplaydollswithherandthe

oneshechosealsochoseher,theywill

beinseparable.

Mapula:Iunderstandmyqueen,whatof

thequeenoftheland?

Letsatsi:YouknowIam notusuallyhere

whenyoucome,thatisbecauseIam in

chargeofthedifferencegoddessesand

thegoddessMotsoetsimeaningmother,

thegoddessofchildrenandthe

goddessthatgiveschildrensaidthe

queenwillhavechildrenbutonlyifthe

queenhermotherreleasesher

wholeheartedly.



Mapula:Butsheisokaywitheverything

now.

Letsatsi:Thatiswhatshethinksbuther

heartisstillheavyandwonderingwhatit

wouldhavebeenlikehadshechosea

husbandforherdaughterlikeitshould

havebeen.

Nyolodi:Don’tforgettheweather

forecastwetoldyouaboutandtheonly

waytowinwhatiscomingisifyou,the

king,thechiefandourkingyour

husbandstandtogetherlikethis,ina

triangleyouwillwin.

Mapula:Butthetriangleconsistsof3

people.



Nyolodi:ThatIknow,ourkingwillbein

themiddleofit,thekingofthelandand

chiefwillbeonthesideswhileyou

standinfront.Demansareawakeand

theyareoutforblood.

Mapula:MyThanksMyqueen.

Bahomi:Don’tThankusYes,the

protectorswillbewithyoualltheway.

Mapula:MythanksandIwilltakemy

leavenow.

Atthepalace:

ThekingandqueenofBaTloungarrived

notsolongagoandwereinformedof



whatwashappening.Thekingwasjust

tiredofallthedramaheonlyneeded

timeoutfrom itall,whilethequeenwas

moreangryaboutthiswholething.

Queen:Ihearwhatyouaresaying

MabotleandIunderstandbutletmeask

yousomething.Howwouldyouhavefelt

hadyounotbeengivenyourrightasa

motherandqueenofchoosingasuitor

foryourprincess?

Mabotle:Iwouldhavenoproblem withit

asIdidn’tchooseyoursonformy

daughterbutthegodsandmyhusband

did.

Queen:Wellam notyou,whatReneilwe

didhurtmeandformyhusbandto

supportitleftmenochose.



Reneilwe:Whatisitthatyoudon’t

approveofinmymarriagemother

becauseyoucanseeam happy?

Queen:Idon’tapproveofthefactthat

yougotmarriedtothesamehouseand

kingdom yourbrothermarriedto.How

willIseeyoushineandgrowyour

kingdom whenyoumarriedtoriches

andpowersthatyoudon’taddanyvalue

here.

King:Youknowwhatmyqueenam tired

ofthis,yourbitternesswillcostour

daughterandthiskingdom.

Queen:BaKoenawillsurvivetheyalways

do,theyhavepowersdon’tthey?

Thabiso:WOW nowonderbadspirits



finditeasytogettoyou.

Queen:Whatdoyoumean?

King:Hemeansyouarebitterandyour

heartishashardenedthusmakingyou

weakandaneasytargettothespirits

becauseyouopenforthem withyour

heavyheart.

Queen:Sonowmyownhusbandand

sonareturningagainstme?

Thabiso:IloveyousomuchmotherbutI

willtellyouthis,ifyougetpossessed

andthreatenmylovedonesIwon’t

hesitatetoendyouandIwon’tregretit.

King:Iwillberightbyyoursidebecause

whatisinfrontofmeisnotmywifebut

ademon.



Theybothstoodupandlefttheroom

butbumpedintoMapulaatthedoor.

Sheaskedthem togoinsideandthey

didandtooktheirseats.

Mapula:GreetingsRoyalfamily

Them:Greetingsmyqueen(theyall

greetedbesidesthequeenofBaTloung)

Mapula:Thequeenisnotademonbut

she’sjealous,shecomparesthetwo

kingdomsandseeBaKoenaasbetter

thanherkingdom.

King:Withalltheriches,honorand

prestigewehaveatBaTloung?

Queen:Itisnotenough!



King:Thisisnotacompetition,the

womanImarriednevercaredaboutall

therichesandmaterialisticthings,what

happenedtoyou?

Thabiso:BitternessandtothinkIwas

worriedaboutwhatwouldhave

happenedhadmyqueenkilledyouin

battle.

Mapula:Mydearsheisstillyourmother,

letusgooutsidenow(theyallwent

outside)

Mapula:Lookatthesky(whenthey

lookedtheskywasbeautiful,bluelike

Bahomisaid,thesunbrightorangelike

Letsatsisaidanditwasdaylightbut

whatwasstrangewasthedarkclouds

thatseemedtobepushingthesunto



thecenterwhiletheblueskyget

coveredwithdarkcloudsandthesunno

longerbrightbeneaththeclouds.

King:Whatisthis?

Mapula:It’shappening

Staytuned....

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

[05/01,10:59] :Season2

Insert45



BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

WhenMapulasawwhatwashappening

sheraninsidetogetherstaffandasked

themaidentogocallthekingandchief

andtellthem tomeetheroutsidewhere

thekingandqueenofBaTloungwere.

Themaidenwentintothethroneroom

tocallthekingandchief.Shegotinand

bowedherhead.

Tokelo:Asyouweredearmaiden.

Maiden:Mykingthequeenisrequesting

yourpresenceoutsidewheretheking

andqueenofBaTloungare.

Tokelo:Isthereaproblem?



Maiden:Iholdnoknowledgeofthatmy

king.

Tokelo:Alrightyoumaytakeyourleave

now.

Themaidenleftandthetheysatthere

contemplatingwhethertogooutornot.

Lebo:Whatdoyouthinkistheproblem

now?

Tokelo:Idon’twanttoknowreally.

Lebo:Ireallydon’trememberfather

havingsomanyproblemsinthis

kingdom itus...

Tokelo:It’slikeweattractbadvibesand

spirits.

Lebo:Tellmeaboutitbutwehavetogo



andfindoutwhattheissueisnow.

Theyleftthethroneroom andwent

outsideitwhentheysteppedoutthey

noticedthatit’sgettingdarkinbriad

daylight.Theylookedupandsawthat

thecloudsarecoveringthewholesky

makingitlookdark.Thecloudswerenot

raindarkcloudsbutblacklikethe

smokethatcomesoutwhenoneis

burningoldclothes.

Lebo:Keboloibaengjwalebo?(what

witchcraftisthisnow?)

Tokelo:Itoldyouweshouldn’tcomeout.

Lebo:Let’sgobackanditwillbelikewe

nevercomeoutorsawanything.

Tokelo:Yeahright!Howwhenyour



sisterisalreadylookinglikeawarrior

reallyforbattleofkingdomsinthebattle

field.

Lebo:Nojustanybattlebuttheone

from oldendayswereonewouldonly

useaspearandashieldatwar.

Tokelo:Wearinganimalskinonly

coveringthenecessarypartsofthebody.

Lebo:Hahahlikewhatwewerewearing

atthewedding.

Tokelo:WewereZuluboysforsure

hahah

Lebo:Hahaokaylet’sgojointhem now

beforetheykilluswithlooks.

Tokelo:Veryfunny.



Theywentandjoinedtheothersand

Mapulatoldthem toform atrianglewith

Thabisointhemiddleofit.Shetold

everyonetobereadyforbattle,theydid

astoldandlookedupintheskyas

somesortofaportalstartedopening

littlebylittleformingapurpleringinthe

middleoftheblacksky.

Tokelo:MapulaWhatthehellisthis!(he

shoutedinorderforhertohearwhathe

wassayingbecausenoweventhewind

wasnolongersoftitwasblowinghard)

Mapula:Weareallabouttofindoutbut

allIknowisthatit’sbad!(sheshouted

back)



Lebo:Whythetriangle?

Mapula:Waitandsee.

Theprincesscameoutofthehouse

runningandstoodrightunderthe

openingportal.

Thabiso:KeabetsweWhatareyoudoing?

Kea:Myworkdaddy

Mapula:Whatisyourworkbaby?

Kea:Protectingthekingdom justlikeall

ofyou.

Thabiso:Noprincessthisisdangerous

andyouarejustachild.

Kea:Thenwhydoyoucallmeyour

warriordaddyifyoudon’tbelieveIam

andcanbearealone.



Thabiso:Idobelievethatmylittle

warriorbutI’dliketoseeyoudoitwhen

youoldandmatured.

Keagotangryathowherparentsand

everyonethereunderestimatedherand

herabilities.

Kea:Whoamongyouoldpeopleisa

portal?

Lebo:Noneofusprincess.

Kea:Exactly,thenwhatisthatupthere?

Mapula:Aportal

Kea:OfWhat?

Thabiso:Wedon’tknow.

Kea:Ido!Thatistheportalofallthebad

spiritstocomeout,openedbygrandma



withherheavyheartanddrivingawedge

betweenherselfandauntiequeen.Her

jealousycausedthisandopenedthe

portalintheprocess.

Mapula:Understood

ThequeenofBaTloungwasshocked

andhurtatthesametimethatherown

granddaughtersawherflawsandthat

didn’tsitwellwithher,allsheever

wantedwastobehappywithherfamily

andforhergrandchildrentolookather

withadmirationbutwhatsheheardwas

farfrom it.ShelookedatKeawhowas

standingrightundertheportalasitwas

gettingbiggerandbigger.



Queen:Mygranddaughtertellmewhat

todotostopthis?Grandmaiswillingto

doanything.

Kea:It’stoolatenowgrandmabutfindit

inyourhearttoseethehappinessin

auntyandletherbefreeinhermarriage.

Yesyoudidn’twantthisbuttheyare

meanttobe.

Queen:Reneilwemychildam sorrybutI

gotsoangrywhenyoumarriedintothe

samehomeasyourbrother,tomeand

alltheotherpeopleitseemedasifwe

wantedourchildrentobemarriedtothe

childrenofourfriends,likewewantedto

keepaneyeonyoutwo,likeonecouldn’t

bewithouttheotherandthatis

somethingIneverwantedtosee.I



wantedtoseemydaughterasqueenof

somekingdom,bringinggoodchange

anddevelopmenttothekingdom butI

failedtoseethatthisisthekingdom you

chosebutnotjustakingdom your

husbandandnewfamilyaswell.I

couldn’tbehappierknowingthatyouare

takencareofandyourmotherinlaw

treatsyoulikeherownchildren.Forgive

memyprincess.

Reneilwe:Thatisallwellandgoodbut

doyouallseethosethingscomingout

ofthathole.(theyalllookedtoseeand

blackthingswerecomingout)asthey

werelookingatthatKeaflewstraightto

theportal,everyonewasshockedthat



sheevenflies,Mapulaquietlyregistered

whatwasgoingonanddrewherwings

flyingbehindherandshecaughtherleg

tryingtopullherback.

Kea:Motherthereisnotimeforthislet

megodowhatam toldtodo.

Mapula:NoKeayouwerenevertrained

forbattleandam notlettingyoudothis.

Kea:Grandpatrainedmenowlet’sgo(a

voicecamethroughtoMapulaandit

wasqueenNyolodi)‘stopwastingtime

andlettheprincessgo,youhavetokeep

aneyeontheonesthatcameoutand

makesuretheydon’tmixwithwater’

MapulaletgoofKeaandwentback



down.Thabisolookedatherwith

questioningeyes.

Mapula:Youtheonewhosaidshe’sa

strongwarriorandmyfathermadesure

thatsheisandnowwehavetolether

dowhatthegodstellherto.

Thabiso:Thatdoesn’tmakemelikeit

anymorethanIdo.

Tokelo:Okaypeoplewhatinthehellare

thesethingslookingfor?

Lebo:Foodmaybetheyarehungry.

Tokelo:Noteverythingisaboutfood

Lebo.

Lebo:Tomeitis.

Mapula:Assumepositions!(theyall



wentbackintotheirtriangle)

Makesurethosethingsdon’tget

anywherenearwaterandevenifwe

movearounddonotbreakthetriangle.

Thabiso:Letgetridoftheseonesbefore

morecomeout.

Theblacklookingthingwerewalking

aroundasiflookingforsomethingbut

werenotfindingit.Tokelogottiredofit

allashelookedatthem withhiseyes

andtheystartedshiningandreleaseda

brightgreenlightthatburntoneofthem.

Theotherssquealedlikepigsasthey

gatheredaroundwheretheonewas

turningintoliquidthatwasbeing



absorbedbytheground.Afewrain

dropsfellontheskyandonehitonof

thosethingsanditmultiplied.Theshock

onTokelo’sfacewasnotonethatcould

bemissed.

Lebo:Itoldyouweshouldn’thavecome

herelookatusnow!

Tokelo:Wewillbealright

Lebo;Maybeyouguyswithpowerswill

bealrightwhataboutmewhyam Ieven

inthistriangle.

Mapula:Becausethebondandthelove

weshareismorethananypower.

Lebo:Goodtoknownowletthebond

protectme.



InsidetheportalKeabetswewassitting

atthedoorofitconcentratinghermind

tryingtocloseit.Thosethingswere

lookingatherandcouldn’tbelieveafter

theywantedherforsolongnowshe

wastherewiththem.

Lapicokn:Wecame

Kea:YesIdid,nowtellmewhatitisyou

want.

Lapicokn:Wellthequeenwillnever

allowyoutoworkwithus.

Another:Whichiswhyourkindalways

wantedtokillyou.

Kea:Thatmakesnosense,howwill

killingmehelpyouinanyway?

Lapicokn:Wedon’tknow



Kea:YouGuysaresilly.

Lapicokn:Yesmaybeweare.

Kea:Letsmakeadeal

Them:Whatkindofdeal?

Kea:Ihelponeofyoueachdayandyou

leavemykingdom alone.

Lapicokn:ButHowcanwedothatwhen

yourpeoplehavejustkilledoneofour

owndownthere.

Kea:Isyouallgodowntherebesure

thatyouwillalldie,myfamilydoesn’t

playlikethat.

Lapicokn:Howcanyouhelpus?You

don’tevenknowwhatweareandwhy



weareangry(astheyweretalkingthe

portalwasslowlyclosing)

Kea:Youwereoncekidslikemebut

faithwasnotonyourside.

Lapicokn:Thishasnothingtodowith

faith!Ourparentkilledusandsome

abandonedus,leavingustofendfor

ourselvesandyetyoucompareyourself

withus?

Kea:Badspiritsconvincedyouofallthat

butletmetakeoneofyoutoyourparent

andyoucanaskthem yourselfwhyshe

didwhatshedidtoyou.

Lapicokn:Iwillgofirst

Lapicokn:Whatifshedoesn’tkeepher

wordandletherparentskillyou?



Lapicokn:Thenavengemebutfornow

am going,ifthereisanychanceofus

beinginabetterplacethenam willingto

takeit.Rememberwhathetoldus?

Them:Yoursaviorwillcomeandyouwill

betakentoabetterplace.

Lapicokn:Whatifthisisit?

Lapicokn:Okayyougobutthemoment

youdiewedestroy.

Lapicokn:Deal

Kea:Tellmewhereyourhomeis?

Lapicokn:MyMotherisqueenandshe

isrighthere.

Kea:Who?

Lapicokn:Yourgrandma



Kea:Whichone?

Lapicokn:Theonewhoopenedthedoor

forus.

Kea:Oh(poorchildwasdiscussed)let’s

gothen.

TheportalopenedandKeatogether

withoneofthelapicoknagotoutand

theotherslookedatherasshecame

downwiththisthinginherarm.

Mapula:Princesswhatareyoudoing?

Kea:Makingthingsright,whereis

grandma(sheaskedlookingather

father)

Thabiso:Sheisinsidebaby



Kea:Canyoupleaseasktheguardsto

callherfather?

Thabiso:Alright,guard!(theguard

camerunning)

Guard:Yesmyking

Thabiso:CallMyMotherandfather(the

guardwentinsidethepalaceandcalled

thequeenbutthekingalsofollowed

theygotthereandsawoneofthose

thingsnexttotheirgranddaughterand

panicked)

Queen:Whatisgoingonhere?

Kea:Grandmaam herewithyourchild

andhewantstoknowwhyyou

abandonedhim?

Queen:What!ThabisoIdidn’tabandon



you.

Kea:Nograndmanotfatherthisone.

Queen:That’sthingisnotmychild(she

saidlookingdisgusted)

Lapicokn:DoyourememberPedi(the

queenstartedsweatingbecausenoone

knowsaboutPedionlyherandher

motherknewabouthim)

Queen:Pedi?

Pedi:Yesmother,youhadwhenyou

werestillinschoolandmyfatherwas

thesonofkingLehasafrom Dithokong

Kingdom buthedeniedmeandyousent

meaway.

Kingletsi:Whatisthisthingtalking

about?



Thequeenwentdownonherknees.

Queen:Ohmybabywhathappenedto

you?

Pedi:Idied

Queen:Buthow?

Pedi:Thewomanyousentmetoonly

keptmesafeforayearthenshestarted

abusingme,Ihadtogrowupandact

likeanadultwhileIwasachildandone

dayIlostoneofhercowsthatdidn’t

comebackfrom grazinginthefields

andshehitmewithanexanditwasthe

endofme.Sheburiedmeunderher

stackofwood.

Queen:Ohmybabyam sorry!Am really

sorryforallIdid.Iwasonlyachildand



whenIcamebackfrom schoolwithyou

myparentshadalreadyarranged

marriageforme,Iwasyoungandhad

nosayinmyownlife,fatherknewyou

asmyfriendschildthatIlikedbut

motherknewthetruth.Shesaidiffather

foundouthewouldkillmeandyou.Of

courseIdidn’twanteitherofustodieso

Iaskedmothertohelpme.

Shedid,shetookyoutothatwomanand

askedhertotakecarofyousinceshe

wasoneofthegoodpalacemaidensin

heryouthsomothertrustedherand

saidthiswillbeachanceforhertohave

thechildsheneverhadbecauseshe

workedherentirelifeatthepalace.She



toldhershewillpayhereverymonthto

takegoodwolfyouandshewasmore

thanhappytodoso.Weleftyouthere

butIwouldgoandvisityouevery

chanceIgot.Itwhentimecameforme

togetmarrieditgotdifficulttovisitsoI

askedmothertodoitonmybehalfand

givemefeedbackonhowyouaredoing.

Am sorryIthoughtyouarestillaliveall

thiswhilebecausemymotheralways

gavemereportsthatyouwere.

KingLetsi:Ifyouhadachildalready

whenwegotmarriedthenwheredidthe

bloodonthesheetcomefrom?

Queen:Mymothertoldmetouseraw

liversothatyouwouldthinkam still

pureandthebloodwasallthelivernot



me.

King:Idon’tevenknowhowtolookat

you!Alltheseyearsyoukeptitfrom me,

whatkindofawomanareyou?What

kingofamotherareyou?

Queen:Am sorry(thekinglookedather

indisgustandleft)

Pedi:Thankyoufortellingmewhyyou

leftme,Iwasangryatyouforalong

timewhichiswhyIwastrappedherefor

solong.Thankyoumotherforreleasing

me.

Queen:IloveyouPediIalwaysdid(as

soonasshesaidthattheblackstuff

thatwascoveringhim disappearedand

ahandsomeyoungprinceappeared.He



lookedmorelikeThabisoatyoungage)

Paid:Thankyouportalofthegods,itis

nowtimeformetogoandjoinfather.

Kea:Isthatlightforyou?(everyonewas

lookingaroundforthelightbutthey

didn’tseeit)

Pedi:Yesitis,pleasehelpmyfriends.

Kea:Ipromisetouncle.

Pedi:Hahaham tooyoungtobeyour

uncle.

Thabiso:Soyouaremybrother?

Pedi:OlderBrothertobeexacthahaha

Thabiso:Iwouldhavelovedtoknowyou.

Pedi:Likewise.(theshookhands)

Reneilwe:Andam yoursister



Pedi:Youngersisterdon’tforget.

Reneilwe:Ofcourse.

Pedi:Ialwaysthoughtmotherlovedyou

morethanshelovemewhichisoneof

thereasonswhyIblockedyoufrom

havingchildren.ButnowIknowbetter,

haveagoodlifemysiblingsandIwill

continuetowatchoveryoubutfrom a

betterplacenow.

Queen:Pleasedon’tgoPedi.

Pedi:Ihavetomother.(thelightfor

brighterandbrighteruntilPedi

disappeared)thequeencriedpainfully

onthegroundandherchildrenjust

lookedather.Theotherlapicoknsthat

wereonthegroundwentbackandtold



theothersofwhathadhappenedand

theywerelookingforwardtoseeing

theirparentsandleavingthejailthey

weretrappedin.

Mapula:Youdidwellprincessbutthere

isalotthatneedstobedone.

Kea:Iknowmothergrandpatoldmebut

wehavetobefastbecausewhentheir

keepersfindoutwewillhaveawaron

ourhands.

Thabiso:Thatwealreadyknowprincess.

Lebo:IneedtosharethiswithNtsika

andhearwhatcraythinghewillsay

aboutwitches.

Tokelo:Gocheckonyourwifeandleave

Ntsikaalone.



Theskyclearedagainandtheweather

wasbacktonormalbuttherainqueen

couldfeelthatmoreiscoming.Likethe

queenstoldher,shebelievedthatthis

wasjustthebeginningandmoreisyet

tocome.Shewenttohermotherinlaw

andhelpedherupthengothertoher

chamber.

Mapula:Allwillbewellmother.

Queen:Howwhenmykingalreadyhates

meandmychildrenwon’tevenlookat

me.Mymotherdeceivedme.

Mapula:Forgiveherandyourselfthen

startbuildingwhatseemstobebroken

andmoveon.



Queen:Idon’tthinkIcan.

Mapula:Youcanbecauseyouhaveme.

Queen:Mythanksdeardaughter.

OutsidethechildrenofBaTloungand

theirfatherwereangryanddisappointed

attheirmother.
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BaKoenakingdom

Thingsatthepalacewereverytense

afterthequeensconfessionorthe

appearanceorthechildthatnoone

knewabout.Reneilwewasfumingwith

angerandTokelotriedeverythingto

calm herdownbutshewasn’thavingit.

Shesatdownontheirbedthinkingof

howcanapersonsheadmiredand

alwaysaimedtopleasecouldeverdo

such.Yessheunderstoodthepartabout

havingtolieaboutherpuritybecause

shewasafraidofherfatherbecausein

Royaltyprincesshavetogetmarried

whilestillpurebutshewasn’tsoshe



understandshowscaredshemighthave

beenoftheshameshehadbroughtto

herfamilybutleavingachildbehindand

nevergoingbacktoseehim yethave

theguttodictatetothosethatwerein

from ofher.

Shestoodupandwenttofindher

motherandfoundherinherchamber

silentlycryingsittingonthebed.

Reneilwe:Pleasedousallafavorand

wipethosecrocodiletearsbecausewe

needtotalkKelebohile.

Queen:NomatterwhatIdidorhowIdid

itam stillyourmother,Igavebirthto

youandraisedyousoyouwillnotcall



mebymymaidennameeveragain.The

personwhohadtherighttocallmethat

becauseIwasnotamothertohim

forgavemeevenwhenhewasstillangry

hecalledmemotherbecauseheknew

thatiswhatIam tohim andalwayswill

be.

Reneilwe:Yoursonmighthaveforgiven

youforwhatyoudidtohim butIwillnot

forgiveyouforwhatyoudidtome.You

areherepassingjudgmentonothersyet

youareasinneryourself.Whomadeyou

forgetyourson.Whomadeyounotvisit

him evenifyousaidyouwerevisiting

yourmother.Whydidyouhidehim from

us.

Queen:Thatmydeardaughterisnone



ofyourbusinessbutmineandthose

questionsIwillansweronlytomy

husbandnotyou.

Reneilwe:Thatisifyoustillhaveone

afterthis,youbetterreleasemesothatI

canhavemyownchildrenbutyoucan

besurethatIwillneverabandonthem

likeyoudidyourown.(shestoodup

andleft)

Thequeenwasleftheartbrokenbythe

wordsheronlydaughterutteredtoher.

Sheknewthatgettingtheirforgiveness

willbehardbecausenowtheynolonger

seeherasthelovingandcaringmother

butonethatdeceivedtheirfatherand

abandonedherchild.Whileshewasstill



cryingqueenMotherMabotlecamein.

Queen:Ifyoucameheretogloatabout

howperfectyouarethendon’tbecauseI

alreadyknow.

Mabotle:Youhaveknownmeforso

longyetyoudon’treallyknowwhoIam.

Lookeveryonemakesmistakesbut

whatmattersiswhatyoudoafter.

Queen:Whatdoyoumean?

Mabotle:Yourhusbandsandchildren

areangryyetyoulockedyourselfupin

hereinsteadofgoingtothem andtalkto

them.

Queen:Reneilwewasalreadyhereand

shedoesn’tunderstandandIdon’tthink

anyofthem willunderstand.



Mabotle:Forgetaboutthechildrennow

andfocusongettingyourhusbandback

onyourside.Makehim listentoyouand

apologizetohim,showhim howsorry

youareabouteverythingthathas

happened.Believemelifeistooshortto

beholdinggrudges,lookatme,Ihave

nohusbandbecausehewastakenfrom

mebyselfishpeopleandimagineifhe

diedangryatmeforsomereason.

Queen:Ihearyounowletmegogetmy

husbandback.

Mabotle:Goaheadhiswaiting.

Thequeenstoodupandworeher

slippersthenwentandlookedforher



husband.Shewastoldbythemaiden

thathisinthelateking’sstudyandshe

wenttherebutwhenshewasatthedoor

sheheardhim speaking.

KingLetsi:Oholdfriend,IwishIwas

sharingthisdrinkwithyouandyou

advisingmeonwhattodoaboutthis

witchImarried.Thiswomandeceived

memyfriend,imaginemethinkingam

defloweringmywifeyetallam doingis...

Ican’tevensaywhatIwasdoing.Leave

thatit’snotimportantbecauseIwould

havesupportedherhadshetoldme.But

whatIdon’tunderstandiswhydidshe

leaveherchildforthislong?Leavethat

butwhydidn’tshetellmeafterafew

years,wewouldhavegoneandgotten



thechildandraisedhim asourown.

Nowachildcomesafteryearsassome

sortofevilreadytodestroybecauseof

awomanhecalledamother.Had

divorcebeensomethingwedoinour

kingdomsIwouldhavefilledforit

already.

Thequeen’scheekswerewetwithall

thecryingshewasdoingstandingatthe

doorofthatstudy,shewishedshedidn’t

gotheremaybeitwouldhavebeen

betterhadshenotknowwhather

husbandthinksofher.Shewentbackto

theroom crying.

Queen:GodsofBaTloungandgodsof

Morenegmykingdom wheremy



umbilicalcordlays,Icalluponyoutoday

Iaskthatyouacceptmysonwhenhe

getstoyou.Don’tpunishhim formy

deeds,godsofBaTlounghealmyKong’s

heart,Iknowam theonewhocaused

thisandam theonewhodeceivedhim

butIaskthatyouhealhisheart.

WhetherheforgivesmeforthisnotbutI

don’twanthim togoaroundwitha

heavyheart.ForgivemeforallthatI

havedoneandIhavenooneelsetocast

blameonbutmyself.

InMapula’schamberthereissilence,

shedoesn’tknowwhattosaytoher

husbandorhowtocomforthim through

this.Shewishedshecantakeawaythe



painhisfeelingbecauseshecanfeelit

too,everybitofit.Shewishedhewould

atleasttalkaboutitmaybehewillfeel

better.

Mapula:Myhusband

Thabiso:BabepleaseIjustneedtime.

Mapula:Iunderstandbutcanyouat

leasttalktoherandgettheanswers

thatyouneed.

Thabiso:Iwillnottalktothatwoman,

didyouseemybrother?Helooksjust

likemefrom thepictureyouwere

laughingattheoneyoufoundbackat

home.

Mapula:IrememberthatpictureandI

mustsayhisareplicaofyou.



Thabiso:Noam areplicaofhim,his

olderthanmeremember?

Mapula:Yes

Thabiso:Thegodswe’rereplacingwhat

mymotherlostwithmebecausemy

brotherismyeventhewayhespeaks,

hispostureisthatofatrueroyalprince.

Motherhastogotohiskingdom and

havethem accepthim astheirownso

thathecanRestInPeace,sheoweshim

thatmuch.

Mapula:YesYourightandIlikehis

forgivingheart.

Thabiso:HewasagoodpersonevenifI

knewhim forjustafewminutesIcould

tellthathewouldhavebeenagood



brothertous.

Mapula:Yeshewouldhave,didyousee

yourwarrior?

Thabiso:Yhoodon’tremindmeandam

neversayingsomethingthatshewilluse

againstmeagain.

Mapula:Hahahtodaywelearntagreat

lessonasparents.

Thabiso:Tellmeaboutit,didyouhear

whenshesaid‘butdaddyyoualways

calledmeawarriorwhatchangednow’

andmyenergyleftmerightthereand

then.

Mapula:Hahahandwhenshesaid

‘whatisthat?AndIsaidaportaland

sheansweredthenwhatam I?’



Thabiso:HahahIdon’tknowwhatwe

areraisingbutIhaveafeelingthatshe

willbetheexactwarriorLebowas

talkingaboutwithanimalskinanda

shield.

Mapula:Judgingbyhowmuchsheloves

heranimalsIwouldn’tbesurprised.

Theycontinuedtalkingabouttheir

princessandthekindofwomanthey

thinkshewillgrowuptobe.

Like,commentandshare
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BaKoenakingdom

Latethateveningasheepwas

slaughtered,IsayIsheepbecause

Sothopeopledon’tuseagoattodotheir

ritualsonlysheepsandsomehealers

useagoatonlywhenitwastheir

ancestorsrequirementotherthanthata

sheepisSothopeople’smostsacred

animal.Thissheepwastocleansethe

queenofBaKoenaandshewasbeing

cleansedbyhermother,thisritual



requiredhertobeatpeaceandmake

peacewiththosewhodidherwrongand

thepersonthatwastodothecleansing

herselfmustbepureofheart.Notpure

asinneverdoneanythingwrongbut

pureasinforgiveness,forgivethose

whohavedoneherwrongandthose

thatshehasdonewrong.Thiswas

difficultforboththequeensbecause

theybothcarriedheavyburdensthat

theydidn’twanttoletgosoeasilybutto

errishumanandtoforgiveisdevineso

theysay.Reneilwewassittingalonein

thechiefpriestshutwhilethequeen

wassittinginadifferentchamberwith

thechiefpriestofBaTloungthatwas

calledtocomeandassistwiththeritual.



Bothweregivenatasktoforgiveandgo

intotheritualwithcleanhearts.

Theyweretoldthatforaslongastheir

heartswereheavythecandlesthatwere

litinthoseroomswillcontinuetoblow

outandtheywillhavetolightthem up

againandrepeatuntiltheystaylitand

notblowout.Reneilwe’scandleshave

blownout6timesalreadyandshewas

frustratedbyallthis.Tokelocamein

seeinghowlongshehasbeeninthere

andfoundhersittingonthegrassmat

crying.Herushedtoherandembraced

heruntilshecalmeddown.

Tokelo:MyqueenIknowyourheartis

heavybutIwantyoutorememberwhy



thisritualhastobedone.Yesforgiving

thateasyisnotidealbutithastobe

done.Wewantchildrendon’twe?

Reneilwe:Yeswedo.

Tokelo:Soletsdotheseritualsforthe

familywewanttohave,wehavebeen

marriedfor4yearsnowandthepeople

havestartedtalkingincludingtheelders.

Ihavetriedtoletthem knowthatthe

godsaretheoneswhoblessuswith

childrenandwecannotrushthem butI

don’twantsuchnegativewordstobe

saidtoyou.NowIaskthatyouclear

yourheartandforgive,forme,foryou

andourfuturechildren.

Reneilwe:Iheardyoumydearkingnow

letmedothis.



Tokelo:AlrightIwillseeyououtthere.

Reneilwe:Okaythen.

TokeloleftReneilwealonehopingthat

hegotthroughtoher.

Reneilwe:GodsofBaTloung,Pedi

kgatlatlopo,nnjapokojwe,tholepofolo,

namanenyamatsana.Lonabasaloing

balehaebaloangbalenaheng.Thegods

ofBaKoenamalekelele,maila

mangwathela,bathobasajing

sengwathoane,bajangpolokwe

efeletsing.(shecalledtheancestorsof

bothclans,hersandtheonesfrom the

kingdom sheismarriedtoBaKoena)

godsofBaTloungIthinkwhenmybig



brotherPediwasgiventhenameyou

wererevealingthathewassupposedto

beachildofBaTloungasyougavehim

yourclannameishisnamePedi.Iask

thatyouaccepthim asyourownand

shieldhim,helpmeforgivemymother

andlettheangerIfeelwithinmefadeI

wayasIsayIforgiveherforeverything.

BaKoenaIam oneofyourownnow,the

queeninyourkingdom,don’tletme

downasaqueenbyrenderingmeas

barrenwoman.Pleaseblesstheking

andIwithchildren,princesand

princesses.AsIletgoofallthatis

weighingatmyheartIforgivewhole

heartedly.(shefeltatpeaceafter

sayingthatandwhensheopenedher



eyesthecandleswerestilllit)

Thechiefpriestcameinandtookher

outsidetowaitherritualbutthequeen

wasnotyetout.Thekinggotangryand

wenttoherroom andsawhercrying,

withthecandlesblownout.Helookedat

herforawhileandspoke.

King:Willyoueverstopbeingselfish?

Queen:Excuseme?

King:Youheardme,mydaughterisout

therewaitingforyouandyouhere

playingthevictim andkeepingeveryone

waiting.Justownuptoyourdamn

actionsandgivemydaughterwhatshe

needsthenyoucangobacktobeing



yourselfisholdselfagain.

Queen:Howcanyoutalklikethatwhen

am reallyhurting.

King:Ireallydon’tcarehowyouare

feelingIonlycareaboutmydaughter

outtherewhichiswhatyoualsoshould

bedoing.Iwantyououtofhereinthe

next10minutes(walkedoutandleft

herthere)

Thequeenwasleftalonecryingfor

everythingshe’severdoneandwhat

peoplehavedonetoher.Shecriedfor

hersonPediandforeverythingelsethat

washeavyonherheart.

Queen:GodsofBaTloungthesearethe



lasttearsam sheddinginthismatter

pleasewipemytearsandlettherebeno

criesandheavyheartasIforgivemy

motherfornotbeingamotheranda

grandmothertomyson.Myhusbandfor

beingsoangrythoughit’sjustifiedand

mychildrenfortheirangertowardsme.I

forgive(shesaidthehercandle

remainedlitandthechiefpriestcameto

gether)

Thesheepwasslaughteredandthe

cleaningwasdoneforReneilwe

everyonewashappyandcheering.Then

itwastimeforKeabetswetoperform

herritualforheruncleking,hermother

wantedtodressherfortheritualbutshe



refusedsayingthegodsalreadytoldher

whattowearandshewilldressherself,

sothequeenhadnochoicebuttodoas

told.Keaworethemermaidattireshe

camebackwithfrom thesacredriver

thedayshewentwithhermother,

togetherwiththepearlnecklaceandthe

seashellbracelet.Shewalkedoutofthe

palacewithanewbladeinhand

togetherwiththeblackointmentthat

healersapplyonthewoundsafter

makingsmallcutsonpeople.Shewent

towhereeveryonewasandsawher

uncleandwenttohim.

Kea:Unclekingareready?

Tokelo:YesmyprincessIam andare

youready?



Kea:Am ReadyButyounot.

Tokelo:HowSoprincess?

Kea:Goputonyourblanketuncleand

takeyourstickaswell.

Tokelo:Whichblanket?

Kea:Theoneyouhadonaftercoming

backfrom initiationschool.

Tokelo:Okay(heleftandwenttoget

theblanketandthestick,Keabetswe

wastoldtoaskheruncletowearthe

blanketheworeafterinitiationschool

thoseblanketsthatSothoguyswear

aftercomingbackandStickstheycarry.

SeewhenSothoguysstopwearing

thoseblanketstheydon’tthrowthem

awayorburnthem,theykeepthem until



theywearoutontheirownandthe

sticksareplacedontheroofofthemain

housebutinsidenotout,soTokelohad

everythingthatwasrequired.)

Hewentbacktowhereeveryonewas

wearinghisblanketcarryinghisstick.

Kea:Canweallmovetothekraalplease.

Mapula:Whyprincess?

Kea:Becausethisritualisforakingand

hisancestorswanthim inthekraalone

moretimetoremembertheteachings

hegotthedayhecamebackfrom

initiation(theyallmovedtothekraal

butwomenstayedoutsidewhileKea

andheruncleaswellasthekingof



BaTloungandLebogotin)

Kea:Nowkneeldownuncleking(hedid

astoldandKeagaveLebothethings

shewasholdingandplacedherlittle

handsonherunclesheadandshowed

him thedayhewastherecomingback

from initiationandalltheteachingshe

gotfrom hisfatherandalltheothermen

thatwerethere.Thiswasveryemotional

forTokelobecausehehadforgotten

mostofthethingshisfathertoldhim

aboutandjustseeingthatdaymade

him emotionalbecausehismotherwas

standingoutsidethekraalhululilating

saying‘boafelaotlafolaotabolefela

ketlaroka’meaningtalkandyoushall

heal,tearandIwillsaw.



WhenKeawasdoneherunclewasin

tears,heopenedhiseyesandlookedat

hislittleprincessandsmiledthinking

abouthowproudheisofherand

wonderedwhatkingofchildwillhehave.

Theprincesstookthebladefrom Lebo

andcutheronehandandtheblood

oozedoutofitthensherubbedthem

bothtogethertospreadthebloodon

bothhandsthensmeareditalloverher

unclesfacemakingitlookredlikethe

dayhecamebackfrom initiation.

Smearedmoreonhisarmsandhands

bothinsideandout.Thentooktheblade

againandcutherotherhandblood

cameoutandshesmeareditinhislegs



andfeetandsomeonhisstick,nowthe

unclelookedlikeanewmanthatjust

camefrom initiation.Sheaskedfor

waterandwashedherhandsthentook

theointmentandwentoutgaveittoher

cryingmotheroutsidethekraaltoput

someonherwounds,shedidthatever

sogentlybecauseshedidn’twantherto

feelpainwhenshewasdonethe

princesswentbacktothekraal.

Kea:Standupnowuncle(Tokelostood

up)ethokeMokoena(praiseMokoena)

whatshewantedhim todowasforhim

tosaythesamepraiseshesaid

Kadithokotsahaemeaningshewanted

him tosaythesamepraiseshesaidthe

dayofthecelebrationsofhishome



comingafterinitiation.

TheygotoutofthekraalwithTokelo

singingthesonghesangthatdaywith

Lebobyhissidesingingwithhim as

theyweretogetheronthedaytheywent

andcamebackfrom initiation.When

theygottothemiddleofthepalace

groundshestopped.

Tokelo:HellaKennaTokelo,ngwana

wabaKoena,ketsamailetselaetelele

ofehlelamona,eitsehaobathata

kanahanammewakakatswelapele

kalebakalahorenekebatlaomobona

hape.Bafihlabaloibakwalatselayaka

kanahanaousiwakaomonyaneMapula

kaotlwantanteLerumoarephahama



otlehayeMapulalemaobayahotloka.

Katwelelamaotowakaalebotloko

alejwalokanakafehlahaekaamohelwa

kamodidietsanekatshokafolaBaKoena.

(it’smeTokelochildofBaKoena,I

walkedalongroadtogethere,whenit

gothardIthoughtofmymotherandI

carriedonwalkingbecauseIwantedto

seeheragain.Witchescameand

blockedmywayandIthoughtofmy

littlesisterMapulaandIheardmyfather

Lerumosaygetupandcomehome

Mapulaandyourmotherneedyou.I

laboredonandcontinuedwalkingmy

feetweresoreandIcontinuedwalking

untilIarrivedhomeandIwaswelcomed

withhulululationsandIgothealed)



Afterhesaidthishissisterandmother

hulululatedandtheywerecrying

becausetheirpraisestellwhatthey

wentthroughduringinitiationuntilthey

gothome.Hismotherandsisterwere

onlyrealizingnowthedepthofwhathe

meantinhispraises.Him walkingbare

feetinthemountainsdurningcoldand

stormyweatherswalkingonrockyfoot

trailsmusthavebeenhard.Withhim

havingtodigandputdownabigtree

justsohecouldgethisstickfrom the

rootofitmusthavebeenhardwithhis

handssoreandfullofblisters.With

witcheswantingtotakehim whilehe

wasstilltheretorethequeenapart



knowingthathersonmighthavebeen

oneoftheinitiatesthatdidn’tcome

backhomethatday.Buttheywere

gratefulthatevenwhensheandMapula

werenottheretheysomehow

contributedtohim beingheretoday.

Itwasveryemotionalforeveryonethere

evenLebowhowitnessedfirsthand

whathappenedtoTokelothereashe

alsowitnessedwhathappenedtohim

there.WithhisancestorsfightBaKoena

becausehewasnotaMokoenabut

forgettingthathehadnohomeandno

relativestoperform theritualforhim.

YeshewasinitiatedasaMotlokwabut

hisancestorswantedittobedoneathis



homewhichhenolongerhad.Theyboth

almostdiedtherebutsomehowthe

godsofBaKoenafoughtforbothof

them tocomebackhomeinonepiece.

Bothritualsweredoneandsheepswere

slaughteredanditwasjoyousfor

everyone.Thiswasanintimatethingfor

thefamilybuttheguardsandmaidens

wereinvitedtoeatandrejoicewiththem.

NowtheywillwaittoseeifReneilwe’s

ritualworkedwhenshefallspregnant

andTokelo’sonethefollowingmorning

whenthebloodisnolongercoveringhis

bodyandKea’swoundshavehealed

becausethat’swhatwassaid.Ifit

workedtheprincess’swoundswillbe



healedbythetimeshewakesupinthe

moreandthekingcleanwithnoblood.
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BaKoenakingdom:(notedited)

NtsikaandZasemboarrivedatthe

airportinLeSothocomingtosurprise



theirfriendsbeforeheadingofftothe

Maldives,theystartedinCapeTown

Robertson,theyvisitedallthewine

farms,doingtastings,picnicsandboat

ridesinriver,itwasfunandZasembo

enjoyedeveryminuteofitbutnowit

wastimeforthem togoontheirreal

honeymoonintheMaldivesBut

Zasemboinsteadonvisitingtheir

friendsbeforetheyleftjusttoseeifall

iswellwiththem sincetheyleftina

hurryandtheyalsoheardaboutKwezi

andshewantedtomakesureshewas

alrightbeforegoingaway.Theytooka

taxifrom theairporttoBaKoenaand

theyarrivedatthecrackofdownjustas

Mapulawasabouttogoandassistin



makingbreakfastbecauseshedidn’t

sleepwellthinkingabouttheritualsthat

tookplacethepreviousday.

Theguardcameinandbowedbefore

her.

Guard:Myqueen

Mapula:GreetingsdearMolelekijunior,

sonofthelateMalelekithelateking’s

trustedguardandconfidant.

MJ:Myqueenitisanabominationfora

queentopraiseaservantlikethat.

Ntsika:NotinBaKoenaandcertainlynot

Mpande(hecominginwithZasemboin

hisarm)



Mapula:ThankyouMolelekiIseethe

guestsyoucametoannouncehavelet

themselvesin.

Maleleki:Myqueen(hebowedhishead

andleft)

Mapula:BoGwabini.

Ntsika:Hayichantokazihumkami

kuphelaongibizakanjalowenanjengo

makhwapheniwamiungangibizango

NtsikayomuziwoManzini.(ohno

womanonlymywifecancallmethat,

youasmysidechickcancallme

NtsikayomuziwoManzini)

Zasembo:WaituntilThabisohearsyou

saythattohiswife.

Ntsika:AwuMaMbangauzongixelayhini



kulambuzi?Uyaziukuthiuyashayana

lomuntu?(heyMsMbangaareyou

goingtotellonmetothatgoat?Doyou

knowthatmanbeats?)

Zasembo:Angekengikwenzelokho

Sengwayominangizokukhusela

ungabinankinga(Iwillneverdothat

SengwayoIwillprotectyoudon’tworry)

Mapula:GodsofBaKoena!Didyouhave

towakemeupthisearlyjustsoIcan

witnesslovebirdsbeingallloveydovey

inthemorning.

Ntsika:UyabonakeMpandeuma

usubizalezizinyanyazakhouzoqala

ukuthakatha,Hayinamuhlangiyala!

(youseeMpandewhenyoucallthese

ancestorsofyoursyouwillstartwith



yourwitchcraft,nottodayIrefuse!)

Thabiso:Mywifeisnotawitch

Ntsika.(hesaidcomingin)

Ntsika:Ineversaidanythingofasort.

Lebo:Yesyoudid(saidLebocomingin)

Ntsika:howdoyouknowthatLebo

becauseyouwerenothere?

Lebo:BecauseIknowyouand

witchcraft.Whatareyouguysdoing

herebecausethelastIcheckedthisis

BaKoenanotsomebeautifulresortin

Maldives.

Zasembo:UnomonaLebo!(youare

jealousLebo)

Ntsika:Tellhim babe.



Lebo:Tellhim babewhat?Youourwife

gowiththewitchthere..(Thabisogave

him alook)Imeanmysistertothe

kitchentomakeusbreakfast.

Ntsika:Hayingeke!Sifikapho?(ohno

whenwejustarrived?)

Lebo:ShutupNtsikasheisawifehere

andhastocookforherinlaws.

Thabiso:ThelastIcheckedherinlaws

areZulunotSotho.

Lebo:Samethingshe’sawife.

Mapula:Zasemboletsgobecauseifwe

standherewewillnevermakethis

breakfast.

Zasembo:Yourightletsgo.



Intheking’schamberTokelowasafraid

toopenhiseyesandseeiftheblood

wasstillthereorgone.Reneilwehas

beensittingonthebedaftershowering

wonderinghowlonghewillstaylikethat.

Reneilwe:Mydearhusband.

Tokelo:Yesmyqueen

Reneilwe:Iam inpainandIhave

difficultybreathing.(Tokelojumpedout

ofbegoingstraighttoher)

Tokelo:Whatiswrong?WhatcanIdo?

Reneilwe:Hahahyoucanstartby

lookingatyourhands(Tokelolookedat

himselfandtherewasnoblood.Hegot

offthebedandwenttothemirrorand



hewasclean.Hewenttohiswifeand

pickedherupbridalstylespinningher

aroundwhileshegiggledlikeateenager)

Tokelo:Babyitworked!Itworkedmy

queenitworked!

Reneilwe:Ofcourseitdid.

Tokelo:Ohmyqueen,mythinksfor

beingmine,mythanksforshowinga

heartlessghostthatthereismoretolife

thanlayingwithdifferentmaidens.That

aghostwithnoheartcanbelovedand

loveaswell,mythanksdearangelof

BaTloung.

Reneilwe:Ohmyking,yourwordswarm

myheartmainlybecauseyoudon’tsay

them oftenbutwhenyoudo,theymean



alottome.Myheartwillalwaysyearn

andlongforyoumyking.

Ntsika:Ohhayingekeuthiuzobona

abantuusufikebavalelene

emakamelweni.Nathisishadilebo!Hake

niphumesifunukuhambanabafazibethu

thina)ohno!Youcomeandseepeople

thenyouarriveandtheyarebehind

closeddoors,wearealsomarried!Get

outwealsowanttoleavewithourwives.

Hesaidfrom theothersideofthedoor)

Tokelo:Ntsikaam stillkinghere

Ntsika:Ifyouwererealkingyouwould

beoutherewelcomingyourguests.

Tokelo:Don’tletmeseeyouwhenI

comeoutofhere!Guestforwho?



Ntsika:Mxm salangiyahambavhele

(mxm stayam leaving)

Reneilwe:MykingletsgobeforeNtsika

comesbackwithLebo.

Tokelo:Ohhellnoletmegoshower

quick

Reneilwe:HahahyouareafraidofLebo?

Tokelo:PutNtsikaAndLeboinone

placeandyouwillseeflames.Am going.

(heleftgoingtotheshowerwhile

Reneilwewenttojointheothers)

Theprincesscamedownforthe

morningfeastwiththemaidenthat

looksafterherandwhenshesawNtsika

shewenttohim runningandNtsika



pickedherup.

Ntsika:Nkosazanekababa(daddy’s

princess)

Kea:NotSolouduncleZulufatherwill

bejealous.

Ntsika:OhIdidn’tknow,butyouaremy

princess.(hesaidwhispering)

Kea:YesButitwillbeourlittlesecret

(shewhisperedback)

Kwezi:Nopeoplecanweeatnow?You

havebeentalkingnonstopherehayi

Lebo:ButBabyyouhavebeeneatingall

thiswhile.

Kwezi:Thosewerestartersnowit’stime

forthemain.



Zasembo:Awuwemangazengamosha

isikhathisamingizobonaumuntu

ohumqemane(ohnoIjustwastedmy

timecomingtoseesomeonewhois

healthy)

Ntsika:Itoldyouweshouldn’tcome.

Zasembo:NoIwantedtocomeand

seeingherthishealthywarmsmyheart.

Ntsika:Hayihayihayinayiimihlolabo!

(Nononoherearewonderspeople)

warmsyourheartyaniwhenIshouldbe

theonedoingthat?

Lebo:Itmeansyoufailedandmywife

passed.

Ntsika:Continueencouragingthis

nonsenseandinnotimewewillboth



nothavewives.(Lebodidn’tsay

anythinghewentandsadnexttohis

fiancé)

Lebo:Letseatbabyourkidsneedtobe

fed.

Ntsika:Ohoenjoyitwhileitlasts

becausesoonshewillbethrowingyou

withplatesforfinishingherice-cream.

Zasembo:HahanomanNtsikalet’seat.

Thabiso:PleasefinishupZasemboand

takeyourhusbandwithandgotoyour

honeymoon.

Zasembo:Areyouchasingusaway?

Thabiso:Notyouourdarlingwifeam

talkingabouthim (hesaidpointingat

Ntsika)



Ntsika:Sengenzenikemanje?(what

haveIdonenow?)

Thabiso:Idon’twantyouandLeboin

oneplacenotevenforanhour.

Zasembo:Iagree

Lebo:Youtoo?

Kwezi:Hertoowhatbabe?

Lebo:Ohnothing

Tokelo:Yepwomenwillbeatyouup

becauseyoudon’tlisten.

Kwezi:LeavemymanaloneMrKing.

Lebo:Tellhim babe.

Tokelo:WhydidIgetinvolvedagain?

Thabiso:Becauseyoudon’tlisten.



Tokelo:Right!

Itwasafundayforthepeopleat

BaKoena,mostlybecausetherituals

theydidseem tohaveworked.Butthey

didn’twantNtsikaandZasembotostay

therelongbecausetherewasstillalot

tobedoneandmoreisyettocome.
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BaKoenakingdom

Themoodatthepalacewasajoyous

one,everyonewashappyandcontent,

theirfriendsweretherewiththem andit

wasfun.ThequeenofBaKoenahas

beenlockedinherroom sinceshewent

tobedthepreviousnight.Shemade

peacewithwhathappenedbutthat

didn’tmeanthepeopleinvolvedmade

peacewithitespeciallyherhusbandand

children.Shedidn’twanttogoandjoin

them forbreakfastwhentheydon’twant

herpresencethere.Thequeenmother

sawthatshewasn’tatthemorning

feastsoshedecidedtotakefoodforher



toherchamber,sheaskedamaidento

gowithhersothatshecancleanthe

room.Shewentupandknockandthe

queeninvitedherin.

Mabotle:SunriseGreetingsmyqueen.

Queen:Greetingsqueenmother.

Mabotle:Ihavebroughtyoufood

Queen:MythanksmyqueenbutIam

notveryhungry.

Mabotle:Iknewyouwouldsaythat,get

upandgoshowertheneat.Maiden

cleantheroom.

Queen:Butmyqueen...

Mabotle:Nobuts!Nowgo(shegotup

andwenttotheshowerwhilethe



maidencleanedtheroom.Thequeen

mothertookoutadressforherthen

wenttoherroom andchangedthen

calledtheguardtogetthecarreadyand

get4moreguardstobereadytheywill

beoutsoon.)shefinishedgettingready

andwenttothequeensroom andshe

wasdryingherhair.

Queen:Myqueenwhywouldyoutake

outsuchalavishdressformeasifam

goingsomewhere?

Mabotle:That’sBecausewearegoing

somewhere.

Queen:ButmyqueenIdon’twanttobe

aroundpeopleandIjustwanttobe

aloneandnottalk.



Mabotle:Ineversaidyouwilltalkto

anyonebutIwantyououtofthispalace

becauseyouwilllockyourselfupinthis

room becauseyoudon’twanttoseethe

peoplewhoarecarryingtheburdenyou

leftinthehutyesterday.Soactlikethe

personwhoforgaveandleavethe

peoplewhostillholdgrudgestodoso

ontheirown.

Queen:Butmyqueentheyaremyfamily.

Mabotle:Yesthattheyareandthey

shouldbesupportingyoulikeafamily

shouldandnotjudgeyoubyyourpast

asiftheydon’thaveone.Nowget

dressedwegoingout.

Queen:Yourightletmegetdressed

(shegotupfrom thedresserandputon



herdressdidalightmakeupandshe

lookedbeautiful,theybothdid.Theygot

outoftheroom andeveryonewas

sittingintheloungelaughingandtalking)

Lebo:yhooyhooyhooMother!

Mabotle:WhatisitLebohang?

Lebo:MyIaskwhereyougoing?

Mabotle:Noyoumaynot.

Ntsika:MayI?

Mabotle:No!Infactnoneofyoushould

askusanything,goodbyeanddon’twait

up.

Mapula:Yhoomymother’sareonfire

today.



Kwezi:Goslaymotheryoudeserveit.

Mabotle:TellthenKwezi.Letgomy

queen(talkingtothequeenandtheking

lookedathiswifeandlookedaway.

Theywalkedoutandleft)

Kea:Mother

Mapula:Yesprincess

Kea:Mayyoupleaseasktheguardsto

accompanyme.

Thabiso:Whereareyougoing?

Kea:Imadeapromisetomyfriendsthat

IwillhelpthenlikeIhelpeduncleandmy

jobistohelponeeveryday.

Ntsika:Whatisshetalkingabout?

Lebo:Boloi!(witchcraft!)



Thabiso:Lebo!(hereprimanded)

Kea:Nofatherleaveunclealone,he

doesn’tknowthedifferencebetween

whatam doingandwitchcraft.

Lebo:Igiveup!

Kwezi:Hahahservesyourightandam

goingwithyouprincess.

Mapula:Notinyourconditionsoam

goingandbesidesit’sbeenawhile

sinceIlastvisitedthepeopleinthe

kingdom thiswillbemywayofmaking

upforthat.

Reneilwe:Inthatcaseit’sonlyrightthat

thequeenofthekingdom goestoo.

Zasembo:IwillstaywithKwezi.



Ntsika:Manjethinasizohlalala?(soare

wegoingtostayhere?)

Lebo:Whatdoyouthink?

Thabiso:Wecan’tleavethekingdom

withnoone.

Tokelo:Tomorrowit’sourdayandthey

canstayhere,wehavetogooutbefore

youandourwifeleave.

Ntsika:Whnwillyoustopthis‘ourwife’

thing?

Lebo:Thedayyoustopcallingmysister

Mpande.

Thabiso:ThankyouLebo.

MapulaandReneilwewentandgot



readytogooutwiththeprincess.She

didn’tsaywheretheyweregoing,only

thattheywillreceiveinstructionsonthe

way.Theyfinishedandmetinthe

loungeandtheprincesscametoo.

Mapula:Dowehavetotakeacar

princess?

Kea:Nomotherwewalk,you

sometimesforgetthatthegodsknow

nocars.

Mapula:Wheredidyougetthatfrom?

Kea:Grandpa.

Mapula:WellTellGrandpaThat..

Kea:Don’tsayitbecausehishere.And

uncleZuluGrandpasaysyoumadethe

rightchoiceandhisproudoftheman



youbecoming.

NtsikasmileslookingatKeabetswe.

Ntsika:Mythanksdearprincess.

Lebo:TellGrandpaThankyoufrom me

tooforthebabies.

Kea:Hesaysthankhim whenyoustop

eatingalltheice-cream inthehouse.

Lebo:Noprincessnowyoutheone

sayingthatnothim.

Kea:Hesayshesawyoulastnightwhen

youwereeatingice-cream from the

fridgelikeathiefinthenight.

Kwezi:Lebo!

Lebo:What?Thebabieswantedithawu

Kwezi:Butam theonecarryingthem



andIdidn’teatice-cream.

Lebo:YouwereasleepsoIateitforyou.

Kwezi:Igiveup.

Kea:Letsgomydearqueens.

Theyleftthepalacewithtwoguards

walkingbehindthem.Theywalkedall

thewaytothehousesnotfarfrom the

riverandtoahouseanoldwomanstays

inalone.Shesawthem enterthegate

andwentonherkneesassheseesthe

royalscomingintoheryard.Thequeens

andtheprincessrantohersideand

pickedherup.

Reneilwe:Motheryoudon’thavetobow

forus,wearenothereforthat.



Oldwoman:Ihavetomyqueen,thelast

timeIsawyouwasatyourwedding

celebrationandsincethenInevergotto

seeyouoranyroyalfamilymembers.

Mapula:Weapologiesfornotvisiting

mother,Iwon’tevenmakeanexcuseof

sayingwewerebusy,Iknowwe

shouldn’tbebusytovisitthepeopleof

thiskingdom becauseallofyouarethis

kingdom.

Oldwoman:Mythanksrainqueenam

justgratefulforyourpresencehere

today.Ohwherearemymanners,canI

offeryoufoodIjustmadePolokweke

mogodu.

Mapula:Wewouldlovesomemother

(theoldwomanwentinsidethehouse



topreparethelittleitoffoodshehadfor

theroyals.WhileMapulasendsoneof

theguardstothepalacetogetsome

goodstufffortheoldwoman)

Theoldwomancameoutofthehouse

withatraywiththreeplatesoffoodand

gaveittothem.

Reneilwe:Mythanksmother.

Kea:Motherhowcomewedon’teatthis

inthepalace?

Mapula:Whyprincess?Don’tyoulikeit?

Oldwoman:Shedoesn’thavetoeatmy

queenifshedoesn’twantto.

Kea:No!(sheshouted)myapologies



grandmaforshouting,justthisfoodis

niceandIhaveneverhadsomethinglike

thisbefore.MayIpleasehavesome

more?

Mapula:Keabetswe!(shereprimanded)

Oldwoman:Nomyqueenshe’sjusta

child,muchlikemygranddaughter

beforeshedisappeared.Sheusedtobe

justlikeher.

Kea:Thatiswhywecamegrandmabut

mayIpleasehavesomemorefoodfirst

beforeItellyouaboutitplease?

Oldwoman:Ofcourselittleprincess

(theoldwomanwentinsideanddished

ourthelittleportionoffoodthatwasleft

forhertoeatforthelittleprincess)while



shewasinsidetheguardcameback

from thepalacecarryingfoodstuffwith

amaidenhelpinghim withsome.When

theoldwomancameoutshesawthen

andthefoodtheywerecarryandalone

teardroppedfrom hereye.

Kea:Donotcrygrandma,from todayon

youwillhavemorethanenoughfood.

Oldwoman:Hereisyourfoodprincess.

Mapula:Maidenpleaseputthefoodin

thehouseandpreparesomeformother

sinceshegaveusallthefoodshe

preparedforherself.

Maiden:Myqueen(shebowedherhead

thensheandthenguardwentinsideto

putthefoodandforhertostartcooking



fortheoldwoman)

Oldwoman:Mythanksdearqueens,you

don’tknowhowmuchthismeanstome.

Reneilwe:It’stheleastwecando

mother.

Kea:Am fullnowmayIhavewaterfrom

theriver?

Oldwoman:Youarejustlikemy

granddaughterprincessIwillgetyouthe

water.

Kea:Noyourgranddaughterwillshow

mewherethewateris(shestoodup

andleftleavingtheoldwomanshocked.

Shedecidedtofollowherasshewent

behindthehousetoabigdrum filled



withwaterfrom theriverandopenedit

exactlywherehergranddaughterused

toopenit.Ontheholethatshecovered

withgum.Shestarteddrinkingthenput

thegum back)thewomanwentbackto

MapulaandReneilwewithtearsinher

eyes.

Oldwoman:Myqueens,Idon’tmeanto

bedisrespectfulbutwhatisgoingon

here?

Mapula:Wecameherebecauseshe

wantstotellyousomethingfrom your

granddaughter.

Oldwoman:Didyoufindhermyqueen?

Mapula:No,yes,it’scomplicatedbut

shewilltellyouallaboutit.(Keacame



backandsatnexttothewoman)

Kea:Grandmapleasepromisenottorun.

Oldwoman:EvenifIwantedtoprincessI

longerhavetostrengthtoandmylegs

cannotcarryme.

Kea:Okaythen.Showyourself(the

granddaughterappearedand

immediatelytheweatherchangedand

darkcloudscoveredthesky)

Oldwoman:Koketso!Isthatreallyyou

mychild?

Koketso:Itislgrandma.

Oldwoman:Wherewereyou?Whydidn’t

youcomebackhomedearchild?(she



wascryingnowthinkingofthedayshe

didn’tcomebackfrom theriver)

Koketso:Iwenttotheriverandaman

askedmetofetchhisshoeinsidea

farm thathadbigandtallgrass.Iwent

intolookfortheshoebuthefollowed

meinanddidthingstobeandwhenhe

wasdonehesuffocatedmewitha

plasticbag.

Oldwoman:Ohmydaughter!Mygrand

child!Am sosorryKoketso.Am sorryI

wasn’ttheretoprotectyoumychildam

sorry(shewascrying)

Koketso:It’sokaymotherbutIwantto

knowwhydidn’tyougogetmefrom

thatplace?Whydidyouleavemethere

forsolong?Am coldthereandam alone.



Oldwoman:Ididn’tknowwhereyou

weremychild,pleaseforgivemeandtell

mewhereyourbodylaysandIwillgo

getyoubackhomeandburryyouwith

dignity.

Koketso:Iwillshowmyprincesshere

wheretofindme,Imissedyougrandma

andmythanksforthefood.

Oldwoman:Butyoudidn’teatandthe

foodisfinished.

Koketso:Iatewiththeprincessgrand

motherandIfoundwhatwehavebeen

lookingfor.

Oldwoman:Yourmothersletterand

documents?

Koketso:Yesgrandma.



Oldwoman:Ohmychildwherearethey?

Koketso:Rememberthatoldsuitcase

thatIusedtoputinthedollsyoumade

me?

Oldwoman:YesIstillhaveit.

Koketso:Theyareinthatsmallzipper

thatisstuckandrefusetoopen,goget

it(theoldwomanwenttothehouse

andcamebackwiththeoldsuitcase

filledwithdollsmadeofsticksandold

itemsofclothing)

Oldwoman:HereItis

Koketso:Myprincesspleaseaskyour

guardtoopenit(Mapulaaskedthe

guardtoopenthezipperthatwasstuck

andafilewasintherewithdocuments)



Oldwoman:MyqueensIcannotread

pleasereadtheseforme,Ihavekept

thissincemydaughterwhowas

workinginSouthAfricadied10years

agoleavingmewithKoketso.

Reneilwe:Iwillgladlyreadyitforyou

mother(shetookthefileandtookouta

letterandreaditforher)

DearmotherandmydarlingKoketso

Itrustbythetimeyoureadthisyouwill

beabiggirl,goingtoschool,readthis

letteroutloudforgrandmatohear.



MybabyIhavebeensickforawhile

nowbutthedoctorscouldn’tsee

anythingwrongwithmeuntillastweek

whenIwasoldbyaspecialistthatcame

tovolunteerhere.Luckilyitwasdate

andshewasthereandwastoldabout

mycase,sheransometestsandthey

foundoutIhadcancerbutitistoolate

togettreatmentbecauseithasalready

spreadallovermybody.Butworrynot

youtwoBecauseIhavepreparedforyou,

inthisfileIhaveapieceofpaperwith

mybankcardandpinandthereisR50

000intherethatImanagedtosave.I

knowit’snotmuchbutthatwasallI

couldmanagetosaveafterputting

awaymoneyinyourtrustfundfor



education.Thepaperstoitareinthefile

andmotheryouarethebeneficiary.The

lasttimeIcheckedonittherewasabout

R500000initandIhopeitwillbe

enoughtogetKoketsothroughschool.

Am sorryfornottellingyouIwassickor

cominghomebecauseIam the

breadwinnerandcominghomewith

nothingwasnooption.Ihopeyouwill

forgivemeforthat.

Iloveyoubothsomuch

Lerato



Oldwoman:Ohmybaby,thankyouchild

forthisbutithurtsmethatyouwon’t

gettoenjoythisorgotoschool.

Koketso:Itwasmeanttobethisway,I

havetogonowbutpleasegogetme

andputmenexttomother.

Oldwoman:IwillmychildIpromise

Koketso:Iloveyougrandma(she

disappeared)

Mapula:Wellwillsendpeopletogolook

forhermotherandwhenwefindherwe

willhelpyouprepareabefittingfuneral

forher.

Oldwoman:MythanksmyqueenbutI

willalsoneedhelpwiththese

documents.



Reneilwe:Iwillsortthatoutformother

don’tworry,bytomorrowyouwillhave

yourownbankaccountandallthat

moneywillbeinit.

Oldwoman:Mythanksroyalsthisday

hasreallybeenablessingforme.

Mapula:Wewilltakeoutleavenow

mothertogoandstartonthesearch

Oldwoman:Mythanksdearroyals.

MapulaandReneilwewentbacktothe

palacetosortoutthewoman’sstuffand

organizedpeopletogoandsearchfor

Koketso’sbody.



Like,commentandshare

#loveasmin

[05/01,10:59] :Season2

Insert50

BaTloungkingdom

AWeeklater

Therewasstilltenseinthehouse

becausethekingwasstillangryandnot

talkingtothequeen,butthequeenon



theotherhandtookthequeenmothers

adviceanddecidedtoliveandletother

peoplebealiveinsteadofliving.She

wakesupinthemorningasusualand

goforherpalacedutiesandfinding

otherbusinessventuresthatwillbenefit

thekingdom andpursuethem.When

she’snotworking,shewakesupand

makeherselflookbeautifulthengoout

thewholedayandcomebackatsunset.

Thesparthatthequeenmothertookher

toishernewcentury,shegoestherein

themorningandordertheirfamous

breakfast,thengoforherfacialswhich

takeaboutanhour,from thereshe

wouldgoforherfootmassagewith

thoselittlefishesinthewater



massagingherfeet.Thengoand

indulgeyourselfwithlunchandgoback

anddoherusualfullbodymassage.

Thengointotownandshopfornew

itemsofclothingwhichshewouldwear

everytimeshegoesforherroyalduties.

Thekinghasseenthechangeinhis

queenandhasbeganthinkingthatshe

ismaybecheatingonhim.Becauseof

thewayshelooksthesedays,shelooks

youngerandmorevibrant,she’salways

glowingandherclothingalwayson

point,whichshepicksoutthenight

beforeandlaysitcarefullyonthechair.

Allthishasmadehim wonderwhat

madeherchange?Whatmadehernot



carethatherhusbandisnotwellor

happy?Whatmadehernotcareabout

whathappenstohim?Andwheredoes

shegoeverytimewhenshe’snot

workingbecauseshehardlyspendsa

dayinthepalace.Whichisunusualfor

her.Thismorningthequeenwasnot

goingforherroyaldutiesandtheking

decidedtotalktoherbecausethishas

goneoutofhand.Thequeenwokeup

earlyasusualandtookawelldeserved

bathandaddedsomebathsaltswhich

issomethingshenevercaredtodo

beforebutrecentlyshehasbeendoinga

lotofunusualthings.Shecameback

andmotionedthenworeherclothing

andthekingcouldseethatshewas



goingoutyetagain.

King:Whereareyougoing?

Queen:Out

King:Icanseethatbutwhereto?

Queen:Tohavesomemetimemyking.

King:Am Ievenstillyourking?

Queen:Whatwouldchangethat?

King:Tellmesomething,doesn’tit

botheryouthatwesleeponthesame

bedyetwearenottalking?Stayinthe

samehousethatyouhardlyspendaday

in?

Queen:Youtheonewhodidn’twantto

talksowhatwasIsupposedtodo?

King:Youdidmewrongwomanandyou



don’tevenshowremorseforit.

Queen:Correction,IdidPediwrongnot

you.YesIdeceivedyoubutwhatdidI

know?BecauseIwasonlyateenager

myselfandcouldn’tmakedecisionsfor

myself.Ididastoldlikeagoodlittle

princessandfollowedinstructions.

King:Ifyouweresogoodthenyou

wouldn’thavebeensleepingaround.

Queen:Whatmakesyouangryisthat

youdidn’tgettodeflowerme.Letme

makeyouunderstandsomethinghere

Letsi,Idon’tregretbeingdefloweredby

thatmanbecauseIlovedhim,hewas

myfirstloveandhiswordwaslawto

me.AndIDefinitelydon’tregrethaving

Pedibecausehewastheproductofthe



lovemeandhisfathershared.

King:Ifhelovedyousomuchthenwhy

didn’thedorightbyyou?Whydidn’the

honoryouandmakeyouhiswife?

Queen:ThatIcannotanswerforIam

nothim,Onlyhewouldknowthereason

forthatbutwhatIdoknowisthathe

lovedhissonfrom thefirsttimehelaid

hiseyesonhim,muchlikeyoufellin

lovewithThabisofrom themomentyou

sawhim.

King:Sowhatyouaretryingtosayis

thatyoudon’tseeanythingwrongin

whatyoudid?Inyourhusbandnot

talkingtoyou?Inyourchildrennever



cominghome?

Queen:ThabisoandReneilwearegrown

upandtherecandowhateverthey

please.Icannotandwillnotforcethem

tocomehomewhentheydon’twantto

norcanIforcethem totalktome.

King:Whataboutme?

Queen:Whataboutyou?

King:Doyounotcarethatyouhurtme?

Doyounotcarethatyoubruisedmyego

andmademefeellessofamanthanI

actuallyam?

Queen:Youmykingmadeyourselffeel

thatwayandIcannotcontrolyour

emotions.InthathutIwasinyougave

meandultimatum,tellingmetoeither



forgiveanddotheritualforyour

daughterthengobacktomyselfish

selfish.Ididwhatyouaskedandwhat

Reneilwewanted,IforgaveandIdidthe

ritualbutwhatIcannotdoitcontinueto

punishmyselfwhenthepersonwhowas

supposedtobeangryatmeinthefirst

placehaveforgivenme.

King:Sotheonlypersonthatmattersis

yoursonandnotus?

Queen:YouknowverywellIdon’tmean

itlikethat,butwhatyoupeoplealsofail

todowastostandbymeandsupport

mejustlikeafamilywould.Butinstead

yougavemeyourbacksandyourbacks

Iaccepted.AsIsaidbeforeIwillnot

punishmyselfforwhatIdidinthepast



becauseweallhaveapast,whichis

whatmoldedustobewhowearetoday.

Evenyoumykinghaveyourown

skeletonsinyourclosetbutyoudon’t

seepeopleturningtheirbacksonyou

becauseofthem.SowhyshouldI

acceptthelittle,notevenlittlebutthis

emptinessandsilenceyouaregivingme?

King:Youhavecompletelychangedand

toshowthatyoudon’tevenoffermean

apologyforwhatyoudid.

Queen:That’sbecauseIdon’toweyou

onejustlikeyousawitfitnottotalkto

meaboutsomethingthatweshould

havediscussedalongtimeago.We

havebeentogetherforalongtimenow



andwehavechildren.Ifyoudon’t

standbymethenhowdoyouexpectour

childrentorespectme?Youshowed

yourangerinfrontofthem whenyou

shouldhavesupportedmethenand

aftershowmeexactlyhowangryyou

are.Butyouinvolvedourchildreninour

business.

King:HowdidIinvolvethem wheneven

theprincessknowsaboutallthis?

Queen:Butbyshowingyourangerin

frontofthem youshowedthem thatit

wasokaytonottalktotheirmotherjust

likedidn’ttalktome.

King:Wow!Don’tletmekeepyou,goon.



Queen:Mythanksmyking(shetookher

purseandleft)thekingwasmorethan

shockedabouthowshespokeandhe

didn’tlikeit.

BaKoena:

Thenewlywedsleftfortheir

honeymoontheMondayofthepast

week,theprincessandthequeens

continueddoingtheirworkandtheking

andchiefwerestillthesamebutmore

excitedaboutthechiefofBaKoena’s

wedding.Whichthebridewantedittobe

alltraditionalandnothingmore,she

wantedthepeopleinthekingdom tobe



invitedandfortheweddingtobethatof

thepeoplethanintimatebecause

accordingtohershehasbeentoalotof

thosealready.Shesaidthistimeshe

wantedtoinvolvethepeopleofthe

kingdom shewillbemarryingintoto

witnesstheirunion.Kwezi’sparents

werethereandBrianhasbeenquietall

thistimenotsayinganythingtohis

daughter.TheBaKoenasquarewas

decoratednicelyinroyalblue,Whitewith

atouchofgold.

ThemoodatBaKoenawasajoyousone

forthepeopleandthechiefandhiswife

tobe.Thefamilyandfriends,Ntsikaand

Zasemboweretoarrivelateafternoon



astheweddingwastotakeplaceat4

PM andgoonthewholenight.Brianhad

anaceuphissleeveashewasnot

abouttowitnesshisdaughtermarrya

thugashecallsLebo.Hiswifecame

intothechambertheywereusingand

sawthelookinhiseyesandknewthat

herhusbandwasuptosomething.

Kwezimom:Brian,whateveryouare

thinkingdon’tdoitbecauseitwillonly

hurtKwezi.

Brian:IneversaidIwilldoanything.

Kwezimom:Youdon’thavetosayit

becauseIseeitinyoureyes.

Brian:Okaytellmesomething,howdo

youfeelaboutKwezimarryingthisboy



Kwezimom:TheSamewaymyfather

feltwhenyoumarriedme.Hewanted

metomarryadoctoryouknowbutyou

camealongandstolemyheartandthat

brokemyfather’sheart.Whatam trying

tosaytoyouisthatinyournoblequest

todestroyLebo,don’tforgetthatyour

daughterwillbehurtjustasmuch.

Brian:IheardAndikewon’tdoanything.

Kwezimom:Good

Brian:(youmaybeokaywiththisbutI

willneverlethermarryamanthat

humiliatedherfatherandtookawayall

thatheownedandgavehim

installmentslikehewasachild.Iwill



teachLeboalesson)saidBrianthinking

tohimself.

Like,commentandshare

Iknowit’sshortbuttheweekendhas

onlyjustbegan.
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BaKoenakingdom



ThesquareatBaKoenawasdecorated

nicelyandpeopleofthekingdom were

arrivingatthevenuetowitnessthe

weddingoftheirchiefandsoontobe

wifeandtheirnewprincess.Everyone

wasbusyatBaKoena,withcatering

companiescominginandoutofthe

palacepreparingforthedayahead,with

thedecocompanydoingfinishing

touchesoneverythingtomakesurethe

placewasexactlyasthebridewantedit

tobe.Tothemaidensandguards

preparingtogototheroyalweddingas

theywereinvitedbecausethisday

TokeloandLebo’speopleweregoingto

betheonesguardingthepalace,the



kingdom andkeepingthepeaceatthe

venue.Theywereinblacksuitscarrying

theirgunsbuthidthem wellsoastonot

scarethepeopleinthekingdom.Each

carthatcamethroughwasthoroughly

searchedattheentranceofthekingdom

bysomeoftheguystomakesureitwas

cleanandthepassengersaswell.Then

thecarwouldgothroughascanbefore

ittakestheroadtothepalacetocheck

iftherewasn’tanythingthattheother

guysmissed.Allthecomaandother

deviceswerecreatedbytheoneand

onlyBBQandqueenofBaKoenain

preparationfortheevent.Theroyal

familyofBaTloungcomeaswellasthe

kingandnewqueenofBaTlokwacame.



Thosetwogotmarriedamonthback

anditwasanintimateweddingbecause

theyhadnofamilytoinvitebutthe

elders,theofficiatorandafewpeoplein

thekingdom.Todaytheycameas

husbandandwife,kingandqueenof

BaTlokwa.Theprinceandprincessof

Manzinikingdom alsoarrived.

Thabisowasoutsidewhenhisparents

arrived,hismothergotoutandgreeted

thenwentintothepalacethecheckon

thequeenmotherwhileThabiso

remainedwithhisfather.

Thabiso:Father,howareyou?

King:Ascanbeson,ascanbe.



Thabiso:Iseeyouhaven’tmadepeace

withthequeen.

King:HowcanIwhenshedoesn’tsee

anythingwronginwhatshehasdone?

Thabiso:Whatdoyoumean?

King:Sonyourmotherhaschangedtoa

pointthatshedoesn’tcareaboutother

people’sfeelings.Shehasbecomethis

selfishpersonIdon’tevenrecognize.

Thabiso:Whatareyougoingtodoabout

itthen?

King:Iam goingtogotoherkingdom,

herbrotherstilllivesandheruncleand

mother.Theymustcomeandtaketheir

daughterbackbecausethatwomanin

thereisnottheoneImarried.



Thabiso:Isn’tthathash?

King:Wasithashhowyoupunished

yourwifeaftershedisrespectedyou?

Thabiso:NoIwantedhertolearnto

respectmeasherhusband.

King:Am doingthesamethingwithyour

mother.Ifshedoesn’twanttoadmit

whenshewrongandapologizetome

thatmeansshe’snotdiffidentfrom her

cruelmother.IloveyourmotherbutI

willnotbemadetobetheoneinthe

wrongwhenam not.Shedeceivedme

andmypeopleandallIwantedfrom her

isasincereapologybutshedoesn’tsee

theneedto.

Thabiso:Ihearyoufatherandyouwell



inyourrights.

King:Whatpissesmeoffisthefactthat

shesaidtheonlypersonshe’swronged

isPapiandnotus.

Thabiso:What?Howdidshegettothat

conclusion?

King:Ihavenoidea.Anywaylet’senjoy

theweddingandIwilldealwithyour

mothertheonlywayIknowhow.

Thabiso:AndIwillsupportyou.

Hewenttothehousewhiletheking

wentandjoinedotherKongs.Thequeen

wasinthequeenmothersroom

watchingherasshegetsready.



Mabotle:Iseeyoulookinggoodandyou

glowing.

Queen:WhatcanIsay?Lifeisgood.

Mabotle:Icanseethat,husbandforgave

you?

Queen:NobutIdon’tcaream livingmy

lifenow,ifheandhischildrenwantto

sulkthenIwon’tstopthem andIwon’t

stopliving.

Mabotle:Mmm

Queen:Whatisitmyqueen?

Mabotle:It’sjustthatwhenItookyou

outIwantedyoutohavetimetothink

andletyourfamilycoolsdownthentalk

tothem andaskforforgiveness.



Queen:Whatformyqueen?

Mabotle:Youhavedoneyourhusband

wrong,infactyouhavedonethewhole

BaTloungclanwrong,yougotmarriedto

thekingunderfalsepretensesandthat

waswrongandyoushouldapologize.

Queen:ButIonlydidwhatIwastoldby

mothernothingmore.

Mabotle:Yesyoudidandyouwere

youngIunderstand,butnowyouold

enoughtoknowwhatisrightandwrong.

Whatyoudidbackthenwaswrongand

nownotapologizingforittoyour

husbandisevenworsethanwhatyou

didbackwhenyouwereyoung,because

younotyoungnow.



Queen:Idon’tknowwhatyouwantfrom

meMabotle,Iwassittinginthispalace

miserableandyoutoldmeifmyfamily

doesn’twanttosupportmethenI

shouldletthem carrytheburden

themselves.

Mabotle:YesIdidbutIdidn’tnotsay

don’tapologize.Apologizingtothem

doesn’tmeanyouareweakoryouadmit

guiltbutapologizingmeansthatyouare

growingupandyouwanttomakepeace.

Queen:Yhoonottodayortomorrowam

enjoyingmyselfandthatplaceis

amazing.It’sdoingwonderstomeand

am happy.

Mabotle:Yourhappinessisimportant

andsoisthehappinessofyourloved



ones.Howdoyouthinktheyfeelwhen

youlivingyourlifelikeyouhavedone

nothingwrong.Howdoyoufeelwhen

youcomebackhomeandyourhusband

isangry?

Queen:Ifeelnothingreallyam done

punishingmyselfforthis.

Mabotle:Theresultsofthiswillnotbe

goodbutIhopeyoupreparedforit.

Thequeendidn’tanswer.

Intheroom whereKweziwasgetting

dressed,alltheladiesweregathered

therebeingmadebeautifulbythemake

upartists.Shewassoexcitedthat

finallyaftersolongshegetstomarry



themansheloves.Herphoneringsand

Zasembohandsittoher.

Convo:

Kwezi:Hello

Voice:HellowKwezihowareyou?

Kwezi:Am wellthankyouhowareyou?

Voice:Am verywellthankyouforasking.

Iheardthatyougettingmarried.

Kwezi:Whoareyou?

Voice:Wowyouforgotaboutme

Kwezi:IfIdidn’tIwouldn’task(allthe

ladieswerenowlookingather)

Voice:It’sLesegoKweziyourLesego.

Kwezi:OhmyGodLesego!



Lesego:Yepthat’sme.

Kwezi:Areyoucallingtowishmewell?

Andwheredidyougetmynumber?

Lesego:NoKwezi,Ididn’tCalltowish

youwell,IcalledbecauseIwantwhat’s

mine.

Kwezi:What?

Lesego:YesBabyam backandIwant

mywomanback.

Kwezi:Lesegoam gettingmarriedina

fewminutesandIlovemyhusbandand..

Lesego:Andyoupregnant!Iknowbut

Leboismorethancapableofraisinghis

ownchildren.

Kwezi:HowDoyouknowsomuch



aboutme?

Lesego:Itdoesn’tmatter,getreadyam

comingforyou.(hedroppedthecall)

Mapula:WhatisitKwezi?

Kwezi:Lesegosayshiscomingfor

what’shisandLebocanraisehisown

kids.

Mapula:Howdoesheknowallthatand

wheredidhegetyournumber?

Kwezi:Idon’tknowfriend,Ireallydon’t.

Mapula:Am confusesbecauseeven

Thabisolastspoketohim yearsago

whenhesaidhisnevercomingback.

Reneilwe:Givemeyourphoneandlet



metrackwhereheis.(Kwezigaveher

thephoneandReneilwedidherthing

andfoundalocation)shelookedat

everyone.

Mapula:Whatisit?

Reneilwe:Ineedtogoandusemy

computerinmyroom thisphoneisnot

doingwhatIwant.

Kwezi:Pleasedowhateverneedtodo

becauseIdon’twantthelikeofLesego

ruiningmyday.

Mapula:Iwillgowithyouandyouget

ready.

Zasembo:Iwillhelpheryouguysgobut

hurryback,timeisnotonourside.

Mapula:Okay.



Theywentoutoftheroom andwhen

theywerefurtherdownMapulastopped

Reneilwe.

Mapula:Youroundhim didn’tyou?

Reneilwe:IdidbutIdidn’twanttosay

anythinginfrontofKwezi.

Mapula:Whereishe?

Reneilwe:Righthereinthepalace.

Mapula:What?

Reneilwe:Yes

Mapula:Goinform yourhusbandandI

willfindmineandalsomakesurehe

informsthesecurity.

Reneilwe:Onit.



Theywenttheirseparateways.Reneilwe

foundTokeloandThabisointheroom

whereLebowasgettingdressed,with

Ntsikathere,sheknockedandgotin.

Tokelo:mybeautifulqueen.

Reneilwe:Myking,MayIstealyoufora

moment.

Tokelo:Ofcourse

Reneilwe:Thabisoyourwifeislooking

foryou.

Thabiso:Whereisshe?

Reneilwe:Shewenttothedirectionof

yourchamber.

Thabiso:OkayIwillgofindher.

Lebo:BequickyoutwoIwanttoget



marriedalready.

Them:Yeahweknow

Theylefttheroom withThabisogoingto

lookforMapulawhileTokeloand

Reneilwewenttotheirchamber.

Tokelo:Whatisitmyqueen?

Reneilwe:ALesegojustcalledKwezi

sayingshemustgetreadybecausehis

comingforwhat’shis.

Tokelo:Lesego!Youmeantheexthat

wenttoliveinCanada?

Reneilwe:WellhisnotinCanadanow

butrighthereIthispalace.

Tokelo:Youtrackedhisphone?

Reneilwe:Yesandhisrighthere.



Tokelo:OkaygotoKwezigetdressed

andIwillinform theguysbutmakesure

noonetellsLebothisortherewillbeno

weddingtodaybutafuneral.

Reneilwe:Okayletmegoback.

Reneilwewentbacktotheroom and

toldKwezithathisnotaroundherebut

inSouthAfricaandKwezicalmeddown

andgotdressedforherwedding.

MapulafoundThabisoasshewas

leavingthechambertolookforhim

somewhereelse.

Mapula:Thereyouare

Thabiso:YesReneilwetoldmeyou

lookingforme.



Mapula:Yes,let’sgoinside(theywent

intotheirchamber)

Mapula:Yourfriendisback.

Thabiso:Whatfriendisthat?

Mapula:Lesego

Thabiso:Ohwow!Ineverthoughtthat

guyswillevercomebackfrom Canada.

Whereishe?

Mapula:Wellhisbackandhisrighthere

I.Thepalace.

Thabiso:ThenIhavetoseehim,damn

it’sbeenalongtime,Imissedhim.

Mapula:Hedidn’tcomebackforyou.

AccordingtothecallhemadetoKwezi

hecamebackforher.



Thabiso:What?

Mapula:Yes,hesaidKwezimustget

readybecausehiscomingforwhat’shis.

Thabiso:DamnItLesego!(hebanged

hishandsonthewardrobe)doeshe

knowwhatLebowilldotohim ifhe

findsout?

Mapula:WhichiswhyIdon’twanthim

tofindoutuntilafterthewedding.

Thabiso:Don’tworryIwillfindhim and

talksomesenseintohim.

Mapula:Thereisnottime,wehavetobe

outthereinthenext20minutesjustget

thesecuritytobeinthelookout.

Thabiso:Damnitall!IneverthoughtI

wouldbechasingaftermyoldtime



friend.Lesegocanbeanass

sometimes..excusemylanguage.

Mapula:It’sokayIhavetogonow,it’s

almosttime.

Thabiso:Alright

Theywenttheirseparatewaysgoingto

finishupdressingforthewedding.

Like,commentandshare
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Thebrideandherbridalpartygot

dressedandreadyforthewedding,the

groom andhisgroomsmenalsogo

readyontheirside.Kwezi’sMotherwas

readyintheroom theywereallocated

andnowshewaswaitingforBrianto

finishupsothathecangowalkKwezi

downtheisle.

Kwezimom:Brianfinishupit’salmost

timetowalkKwezidowntheisle.

Brian:Ifthatboycan’twaitformy

daughterthenhecanleaveit.



Kwezimom:Howlongdoyouwantthe

poorchildwaitreally?Lebohasbeen

waitingforyourblessingstomarry

Kweziformanyyearsnow.

Brian:ThenWhatisafewminutesgoing

todo.

Kwezimom:Youknowthatyouacting

likeyouwereforcedtoacceptLeboor

givehim yourblessingtomarryyour

daughter.

Brian:MaybeIwas,youneverknow.

Kwezimom:Iwouldliketoseetheday

whensomeoneforcesthemightyBrian

todosomethinghedoesn’twantto.

Brian:Begladyoudidn’tseeit.

Kwezimom:Whatdoyoumean?Were



youreallyforced?

Brian:Reallywomanno!Iwasn’tforced

Am justsayingbegladyouwillneverget

toseethatday.Imaginesomeone

forcingmetodosomethingIdon’twant

to.

Kwezimom:Mmm thenfinishupam

goingtotakemyseatoutsideasthe

motherofthebride.

Brian:GoinKweziandIwillbeoutina

moment.

Kwezimom:Okayseeyououtthere.

Shegotoutandwenttothevenueto

takeherseatrightoppositethequeen

mother.Brianmadeacall.



Convo:

Brian:Bereadyam goingtobeoutsoon.

Lesego:Am alreadyinposition.

Brian:Good.

Hedroppedthecallandsentamessage

toLebotellinghim thathewantstosee

him.

InLebo’schamberhisphonevibratedin

hispockedandhetookitoutandread

themessageandputitbackinhis

pocket.

Ntsika:Heymanit’stimeforustogo

outthere.

Tokelo:YesBrotheryouhavebeen



waitingforsolongforthisnowit’stime.

Lebo:OkayButgivemeaminuteIwill

berightback.

Thabiso:Ohoyouwanttobemorelate

thenthebridenow.

Ntsika:Hakumtshele(tellhim)

Lebo:NoIwon’tbelateam comingback

justnow.

Lebowentouttheroom goingallthe

waytothebackofthepalacewhere

Briansaidhewillbe.Hesawhim and

wentclosertohim.

Lebo:Fatherinlaw

Brian:Notyet

Lebo:Soonthough,injustafewminutes.



Brian:NotifIcanhelpit

Lebo:Whatdo...(Lesegoappearedfrom

thebackandcoveredLebo’smouthand

nosewithahanker-chiefdappedin

chloroform andLebolost

consciousnessthemomentheinhaledit.

Theytookhim tothebasementofthe

palacetheoneoutsideclosetothe

prisoncellsandlockedhim upinthere.

BrianthenwenttogetKweziwhile

Lesegomadehimselfscarce.

BriangottoKwezi’sroom andthebridal

partywasreadyandwaiting.

Brian:Mybeautifulprincess.

Kwezi:Daddyam goingtobesomeone’s



wifesoonpleasedon’tcallmeprincess

likeam 8yearsold.

Brian:Youwillalwaysbemyprincessno

matterhowoldyouareandeverythingI

doisforyourowngood.

Kwezi:ThankyouFather.

Brian:Ladiescouldyouexcuseus

pleaseIwanttotalktomydaughter.

Them:Ofcourse

Theywentoutandleftthem intheroom.

Theywenttocheckontheguystosee

howfartheyarebecausetimehascome

forthem togoout.

Kwezi:Daddydon’tbelongIhavetogo

outthereandsayIdo.



Brian:Kweziyouaremydaughterinfact

youaremyonlychildandIloveyouwith

allthatIam.EverythingIhaveeverdone

wasforyouandyourmother,even

refusingforyoutomarryLebowasfor

yourowngood.

Kwezi:ThankyouDaddyforallthatyou

havedoneforme,Imightbegetting

marriedbutthatwon’tchangethefact

thatyouaremyfirstlove.

Brian:Iappreciatethatprincess.

Backintheroom wheretheguysarethe

ladiesenteredlookingbeautiful.

Ntsika:IfLebowasherehewouldsay

hewisheshecouldgetmarriedeveryday



justsohecouldseeyoualllookingthis

beautiful.

Tokelo:YouarearegayasLebois.

Reneilwe:Areyoutryingtosayweare

notbeautifulmyking?

Tokelo:Notatallmyqueen,youalllook

beautiful.

Reneilwe:Ithoughtasmuch.

Mapula:WhereisLeboanyway?

Zasembo:YeahBecausewehavetogo

now,thepeoplearewaitingandthe

bridesfatherisalreadyinherroom

waitingtowalkherdowntheisle.

Thabiso:Heleftherea...(helookedat

hiswatch)20minutesago.



Mapula:Wheredidhesayhewasgoing?

Tokelo:Hedidn’tsayhejustsaidhewill

bebackinafewminutes.

Thabiso:Letmecallhim (Thabisa

calledLebobuthisphonerang

unanswered)hisnotpickingup.

Mapula:Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthis.

Tokelo:Letmeasktheguysiftheyhave

seenhim.(hemovedawayfrom others

andspoketotheguysonthecoms)

Tokelo:Gents

Them:Copy

Tokelo:Hasanyoneofyouseen

Terminator?



Guy:Isawhim afewminutesago

talkingtoBrian.

Tokelo:Where?

Guy:AroundthebackwhenIdidmy

rounds.

Tokelo:Whoeverisclosetothatsidego

lookandreportback.

Them:Sure.

Theguysthatwereclosebywereto

checkwhereLebowaswhiletheothers

checkedtheperimetersaroundbutnone

ofthem foundhim.

Guy:Boss

Tokelo:Am here

Guy:Nothingonmyside



Them:Nothingonoursaswell.

Tokelo:ThanksGuysButbeonthe

lookout.

Them:Surebozza

Tokelowentbacktotheothers.

Tokelo:Wehavetospreadoutandlook

forLebo.

Thabiso:Whataretheguyssaying?

Tokelo:Thattheylastsawhim talkingto

Brianaroundthebackawhileagobut

hisnottherenow.

Thabiso:Letsgocheck.

Theyspreadoutalloverthepalace

lookingforLebofrom bathrooms,

kitchens,lounges,thegardenandthe



throneroom aswellasthechambers

butnoneofthem foundhim.Theymet

againinthechambertheywerein.

Tokelo:Anything?

Thabiso:No

Tokelo:IsuspectBrian

Thabiso:IsuspectLesego

Ntsika:JustWhoisLesegonowand

whydoyoususpectthefather?

Tokelo:It’salongstoryregardingthe

fatherbutLesegoisanexthatjust

camebacksayinghisheretotake

what’shis.

Ntsika:AndThatis?

Thabiso:Kwezi



Ntsika:OhIwishwecouldfindhim so

thatLebocanteachhim alesson.

Tokelo:WewillhavetofindLebofirst,

am goingtoBrian.

Reneilwe:Doeshehavehisphonewith

him?

Ntsika:Yeahitwasinhispocket.

Reneilwe:Iwillcheckthatwhileyou

guysgo.

TheguystogetherwithMapulawentto

thechamberwhereKweziwasgetting

dressedwhileZasemboandReneilwe

wereleftbehindforReneilwetotrack

Lebo’sphone.Theygottotheroom and

TokelowentstraighttoBrianand



punchedhim inthefaceandhe

stumbledbackwards.Kweziscreamed.

Kwezi:Tokelo!Whatisgoingon?

Tokelo:Askyourfather!

Mapula:Tokelowedidn’tcomehereto

fightpleasecontainyourself.

Kwezi:DaddyWhatisgoingon?

Brian:Am justasshockedasyouare.

Mapula:Okaynowyouaremakingme

angryMr,thisisyourdaughter’s

weddingthatyouaretryingtoruin.

Kwezi:HowdidhedothatMapula?

Mapula:YourFatherhasLeboandwe

suspectthatheistheonewhobrought

Lesegohere.



Kwezi:Fatherwouldn’tdothat,would

youdaddy?

Brian:Ofcoursenotprincess.

Tokelo:Lookhermanyoudon’twantto

pissmeoff,youaretheonewhowas

lastseentalkingtoLeboaroundback

andnowHisnowheretofound.Howdo

youexplainthat?

Brian:Ican’tbecauseIdon’tknowwhere

heis?

Kwezi:Daddypleaselookatmeandtell

meyouhadnothingtodowiththis?

Brian:IpromiseyouprincessIhad

nothingtodowiththis.



WhiletheywerestilltalkingReneilwe

connectedwithTokeloonthecom.

Reneilwe:BabeIfoundhim,wellatleast

Ifoundhisphone.

Tokelo:Where?

Reneilwe:Idon’tknowwhereexactly

becausethispalaceisbigandIhaven’t

beentoeverywherearoundheresoyou

willhavetocomeandcheck.

Tokelo:Am onmyway.

Tokeloheadedforthedoorandthe

othersfollowedbutMapularemained.

Mapula:IhopeforyoursakeKweziyour

fatherhadnothingtodowiththis.

Kwezi:Hepromisedhedidn’tMapula,



couldLebohavestoodmeup?

Brian:Hecouldhaveknowinghowthat

boyis.Hewantedmyblessingsforso

longandnowwhenitcomestoithe

runs.

Mapula:DoesthatsoundlikeLeboto

youKwezi?

Kwezi:Idon’tknowwhattobelieve

anymoreMapula,Leboisgone,my

fatherissuspectedinhisdisappearance

andLesegowantsmeback.Thisisall

toomuchforonetohandleonher

weddingday.

Mapula:Leavetheweddingthingand

thinkifLebowoulddothattoyou.

BecauseinmyopinionIfhewantedto



leaveyouhewouldhavedonesomany

yearsagowhenyourfatherrefusedfor

youtomarryhim.Whywouldheleave

now?

Kwezi:Ireallydon’tknowfriend.

Tokeloandtheothersgottherooms

andReneilweshowedthem theplace

wherehisphoneispingingfrom.

Tokelo:Iknowtheplace

Thabiso:Letsgo(theywentoutrunning

totheplace)

Outsidepeopleweregettingrestless

becausenoonewascoming,nogroom

orthebride.Eventheparentswere

startingtowonderwhatisgoingon.



Tokelogottothebasementbutthedoor

toitwaslockedandithadanewkey

andhewonderedwhocouldhaveputa

newkeytherewhennooneusesthe

basement.HeandThabisolookedfor

somethingtobreakthekeywithand

theyfoundarockbutitdidn’twork.

Tokelorantotheshedwherethetools

wereandtookacutterandwentback

andThabisowasstilltheretryingto

open.Tokelobrokethekeywiththe

cutterandtheyopenedthedoor.Itwas

darkinsideandThabisotookouthis

phonetotryandfindthelightsandhe

founditandswitchediton.They

scannedtheroom andfoundLebo

sleepinginthecornerofitwithhis



handstiedandmouthshutwithtape.

Tokelogotangryashewenttohim and

removedthetape.Thenuntiedhim,he

andThabisopickedhim upandoutbut

theyweremetwithagunpointedat

them.

Thabiso:Lesego!

Lesego:Thabiso

Thabiso:Youdidthis?

Lesego:Nowedidit,meandhisfather

inlaw.SeehebelievesthatIdeserve

KwezimorethanhedoesandIbelieve

homebecauseshewasminefirst.

Thabiso:YeahAndthenyouleftherand

wenttoCanadaafteryoubrokeupwith



her.

Lesego:Thatisamistakeam hereto

correct,nowgobackinside.

Tokelo:Nothappening!Am gettingmy

brothermarriedandthereisnothingyou

orBriancandoaboutthat.

Lesego:Wannabet?

Tokelo:Ibetyourlifeonit(theguys

headwhatTokelowassayingonthe

comsandwenttocheckitout)

Lesego:Areyousureaboutthat?Imean

am theonewiththegunandall.

Tokelo:Andtheyaretheoneswithmore

gunsyousee(hesaidpointingbehind

him withhisheadandLesegoturned

andwasfacedwithangryguardswith



guns)

Tokelo:Lockhim upandwewilldeal

withhim afterthewedding.

Them:Surebozza.

Lesego:Thabiso!(heturnedandlooked

athim)thisisnotovermyfriendnotby

alongshot.

Thabiso:Waituntilafterthewedding

andIwillshowyoujusthowoveritis.

TheytooktheunconsciousLebotothe

room andcalledthepalacedoctorfrom

theguestsandshecamerunning.

Doc:Whatisit?Thepeoplearerestless

outthere.



Tokelo:Soarewe!Canyouwakehim up?

Doc:Whathappened?

Tokelo:Storyforanotherday,rightnowI

needhim awakeandoutthere.

Doc:Okaygetmemymedicalbagthe

oneIalwaysleavehere(Reneilweran

outtogogetthebagwhilethedoctor

examinesLebo)

Doc:Lookslikeheinhaledalotof

chloroform andhewasgoingtowake

uptomorrowafternoonnow.

Tokelo:WelltoughIwanthim upnow.

Doc:IwilldowhatIcan.

Tokelo:Whateveryoudowakehim up.

Doc:Okay



Reneilwecameinwiththemedicalbag

andthedoctortookitandopeneditthen

didherthingforafewminutesthen

movedback.

Doc:Getthebridereadyandgetthis

manmarried.

Tokelo:Buthisnotawakeyet.

Doc:Givehim 5minutesbuthewillonly

beawakefor3hour’sbeforetheeffects

comebackfullforceandhewillhaveno

choicebuttosleepitoff.

Tokelo:That’smorethanenoughtime.

ThabisocalledMapulaandshepicked

upimmediately.



Convo:

Mapula:Yesdear

Thabiso:IfKwezistillwantstogetmarry

shemustgetreadytocomeout

becausewearegoingoutnow.

Mapula:Lebo?

Thabiso:Righthere

Mapula:Okay

Shedroppedthecallandlookedat

Kwezi.

Mapula:Ifyoustillwanttogetmarried

thenpreparetogooutnow.

Brian:Whatisshesupposedtomarry

whenthegroom disappeared?

Mapula:Don’tworryaboutthatLeboand



hisgroomsmenaregoingoutnow.(the

ladiescamein)

Reneilwe:Wereadyifyouare?(theyall

lookedatKwezi)

Kwezi:WherewasLebo?

Reneilwe:Therewasnotimetoaskbut

wewillhaveplentyoftimeafterthe

wedding.

Mapula:ThatisIfyoustillwanttoget

married.

Kwezi:Letsgogetmymanladies

Them:Yesssss!!!

Theyquicklydidthefinaltouchesso

thattheycangooutandBrianwas



pissed.Somuchthathecouldn’thideit,

Kwezisawthisbuttoldherselfthatthey

willtalkaftertheweddingrightnowshe

hadahusbandwaitingdowntheisle.

Like,commentandshare.
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Thegroom gotcleanedupquicklyand

heandhisgroomsmenwhichwere

Tokelothebestman,Thabisoand

Ntsika.Aftertheyfinishedwith

everythingtheymadetheirwayoutof

thepalacetothevenueandwhenthe

queenmothersawherchildrenshe

stoodupholulilatedwiththequeenof

BaTloungbyherside,peopleofthe

kingdom werecheeringandman

whistlingseeingtheirChiefandKing

standinguptheretogether,itwassight

tobehold.AfewminuteslaterZasembo

appearedasoneofthebridesmaidand

thesmileonNtsika’sfacecouldn’tbe

missed,shewalkedupandtookher

place,the.Reneilwefollowedandthe



peopleofthekingdom cheeredfortheir

queenasshewalkedgracefullydown

theislewithherchinupandshoulders

backandherhandputtogetherholdthe

beautifulbouquetofflowers.Then

Mapulatherainqueenfollowedasthe

maidofhonortothebride,alsowalking

gracefullydowntheisleand

occasionallysmilingandwavingatthe

peoplewhocouldn’tcontainthemselves

withexcitement,shetookherplaceand

lookedatherbrotherLebowholooked

nervousandshenoddedherheadand

Leboseemedtoberelaxingabit.

Themusicchangedandeveryonegoton

theirfeettoproperlywelcomethebride,



Kweziappearedatthefarendofthe

entrancewithherfatherbyhersidewho

didn’tseem happyatall.Hermother

noticedthisandwonderedwhatcould

havehappened.Theystartedwalking

downtheisleandBrianwhisperedtohis

daughter.

Brian:Thereisstilltimetochangeyour

mindprincess,justsaythewordand

daddywilltakeyouawayfrom here.

Kwezi:ThisiswhatIwantdaddy.Walk

medowntheisleit’sabouttime.(she

whisperedbacktoherfatherandthey

startedwalkingagain)Brianhadthisevil

lookthathegaveLeboastheywalked

hiswifesawthatandherheartsank.

TheygottoLeboandherfatherkissed



herforeheadandwenttositdown

withoutgivingherawaytoLeboand

Kweziwasheartbroken.Lebotookher

landandstoodbesideher.Thepriest

spoke.

Priest:BeforewecontinueIwouldliketo

knowwhogivesthismantothiswoman

(thequeenmotherstoodupwitha

smileonher)

Mabotle:Ido

Priest:Thankyouqueenmother,who

givesthiswomantothisman?(Brian

keptquietandKwezi’smotherstoodup)

Kwezi’smom:Ido

Priest:Thank,wearegatheredhere

todaytowitnesstwosoulsbeingtied



togetherasone.Iwasaskednottoeven

askifanyofwishthismarriagenotto

continuebecauseIcanalsoseebythe

numberofpeopleherethatallofyou

wishtoseethesetwounited.Nowfor

thevows.Chiefpleasestart.

Lebo:OhmyKwezi,Ihadalongspeech

preparedbutaftertheeventsofearlier

onam leftwithjustafewwordstosay.

Kweziwehavebeenthroughalot

togetherandnotevenoncedidIthinkof

givinguponyouandonus.Iloveyou

andIwanttospendtherestofmylife

with.Iknowthatnotallwillbeorare

happythatwearestandingheretoday

butIwantyoutoknowthatnomatter



whereIam,orwhatIdoorwhatyou

hearaboutme.Iwantyoutoremember

myloveforyou.TodayItakeyoutobe

lawfullyweddedwife,tohaveandhold,

insicknessandinhealth,forricheror

poorer,tilldeathtouspart.Iloveyou.

Priest:Beautiful,it’syourturnnowKwezi.

Kwezi:LebohangLebenya,Chiefof

BaKoena,whenImetyou,Ineverknew

youwouldbetheone,thefatherofmy

childrenandtheonethatcompletesmy

heart.Ipromisetostayfaithfultoyou,to

loveandcherishyou.Tobeyour

shouldertoleanonandbethebestwife

Icanbetoyou.TodayItakeyou,tobe

mylawfullyweddedhusband,tohave

andtohold,I.Sicknessandinhealth.To



haveandtohold,tilldeathdouspart.I

loveyou.

Thepriestcalledfortheringsandthe

ringceremonywasdoneandhe

pronouncedthem husbandandwife.

Theykissedandleftthevenuewiththe

bridalpartyandgroomsmenandwentto

takepictures.Aftertheywentback

changedandjointthereception.Food

wasservedtoeveryoneanddrinks,

speechesweremadeandpeoplestarted

enjoyingthemselves.Lebowasyawning

thewholetimebecausenowtwohours

haspassed,Tokelosawthisandasked

everyonetogoinsideandtheyexcused

themselvesandKwezi’smotheralso



followedwhenshesawBrianbeing

draggedinsidebytheroyals.Theygotto

theguestchamberandclosedthedoor.

Kwezi’smom:Whatisgoingonhere?

Tokelo:Pleasedoaskyourhusband

man.

Kwezi’smom:Brianwhatisgoingon?

Brian:Ihavenoideaaskthem.

Lebo:Youknowwhatam tiredofthis

backandforthwearedoinghere,BrianI

knowyoudidn’twantmetomarryyour

daughterbuttokidnapmeandlockme

upinthebasementonmyweddingday

issomethingIneverthoughtyouwould

becauseyouloveyourdaughterbutyou

didit.



Kwezi’smom:Brianwhatdidyoudo?

(sheaskedsoundingdefeated)

Brian:Iwasnotjustgoingtostandby

andwatchacareercriminalmarrymy

daughter.

Kwezi:Didyoueverstoptothinkofwhat

Iwanteddaddy?

Brian:Sweetheart,Igavebirthtoyou

andIknowverywellwhatyouwantand

whatisgoodforyouandthisthingright

hereisnotit.

Kwezi’smom:Didn’tIwarnyounottodo

anything?

Brian:Womanyoudon’ttellmewhatto

doaboutmydaughter.Iwastryingto

saveKwezifrom thisthingrighthere.



Kwezi:Savemeyousaydaddy,from

whatexactly?Beinglovedandbehappy.

Whatisitthatyoudon’tlikesomuch

aboutmyhusband?

Brian:Thefactthathisacriminaland

Lesegoisabettermanthanhecould

everbe.

Kwezi:Isthatwhyyoubroughthim here

toruinmywedding?

Brian:Yesbutnottoruinanythingbutto

saveyoufrom him.

Kwezi:Iam sodisappointedinyou

father,butfrom nowonasetyoufree,

younolongermyfatherfrom thisday

forwardyoucanconsideryourself

childless.Iwantyoutobegoneandstay



awayfrom meandmyfamilyandIdo

notwantyouanywherenearme,my

husbandorthechildrenam carrying.

From todayonwardsIdonothavea

fatherforminediedthemomenthe

broughtanothermantoruinmy

wedding.

Brian:Soyouaregoingtodisownme

andnotletmeintomygrandchildren’s

livesyetyouaregoingtoletthis

criminalraisethem?

Kwezi:Youseem toforgetsomething

Brianthatthiscriminalasyoucallhim,

fatheredthesechildrenandhehasevery

righttoraisethem astheyarehisown.

Brian:Isthiswhatyoureallywant

princess?



Kwezi:Yes!Foryoutobegoneand

neverlookback.

Brian:ThenIhopehecomfortsthechild

inyourheart,Ihopeheunderstandsthe

womanyouare,Ihopehenevertakefor

grantedthelittlethingsthatmakelove

workandIhopehisallthatyoudeserve.

(hesaidandleftandLebofollowedhim

leavingthetenseroom withpeople

lookingsad)

Hegotoutsideandsawhim walkingto

hiscar.

Lebo:Brian!(hecalledouttohim and

heturnedandlookedathim)

Brian:Whatisityouwant?Yougotwhat



youwantedsoWhatnow?

Lebo:Iam amanofmywordandIhave

youmywordthatdaythatIwillgiveyou

everythingafterthewedding(hetook

outhisphoneandtransferredallhis

moneytohim andhisphonebeeped)

Brian:Thisisexactlywhatyoutookfrom

me.

Lebo:Yesitis.

Brian:Butwhydidn’tyoudeductthe

moneythatyoukeptgivingmeallthose

months.

Lebo:ConsiderThatanapologyfor

forcingyoutogivemeyourdaughter,

lookBrianwhatyoudidtodayshowed

methatyouloveKweziandIwillletitgo



forher.ButdothatagainandIwon’t

hesitatetoputabulletonyourskull.

Brian:Youalsotreatmydaughterlike

theprincessthatsheisorelseIwillput

abulletbetweenyoureyes.

Lebo:Deal(Brianlookedathim and

walkedaway)

Lebowentbackinsideandthehouse

wasquietliketherewasnooneinthere.

Hewentstraighttohiswifeandkneeled

beforeher.

Lebo:Iknowthatyouarehurtand

disappointedbywhatyourfatherdid

andIwantyoutoknowthatyoudon’t

havetodisownhim becauseofme.Idid



notmarryyoutobreakyourfamilyapart

Imerelywantedtobeapartofit

throughyou.Yourfatherishurtingout

thereasheleavesandyouhavethe

powertobringasmileonhisfaceonce

again.

Kwezi:That’sthereasonIloveyou,you

areconsiderateofeveryoneregardless

ofwhotheyareorwhattheyhavedone.

Myfatherdidyouwrongtoday,hedid

mewrongaswellbutkeepinghim away

ismywayofmakinghim realizehis

mistakesandrepentbeforeheloses

everythingheloves.

Lebo:Asyouwishandam sorrythatam

goingtobeasleepthroughoutour

reception.



Kwezi:it’snotyourfaultbabeandI

understand.

Theotherlefttheroom,otherswent

backtothereceptiontoenjoytherestof

thefestivitieswhileThabisosneakedoff

tothebackwhereLesegowasand

Tokelosawhim andfollowed.Hegot

thereandaskedtheguardstoopenand

theydid,heswitchonthelightsAnd

Lesegowassittingthereandwhenhe

sawhisoldfriendhesmiled.

Lesego:Cametoreleasemealready?

Thabiso:WhywouldIdothat?(Tokelo

waslisteningoutside)

Lesego:Becauseyoumyfriendandwhy



elsewouldyoucomealone?

Thabiso:Wewerefriendsbackwhen

youhadabrainbutnowIdon’teven

knowwhoyouare.

Lesego:JustbecauseIcametoget

what’smineyoudon’tknowwhoIam?

Thabiso:YoubrokeupwithKwezi

beforeyouleftwhydidyouthinkshe

wasstillyours?

Lesego:TheSamewayyouthought

Mapulawasstillyoursevenafterthat

Zuluprincewasinthepicture.

Thabiso:Thatisdifferent

Lesego:Howistodifferent?Ihelped

youwithMapulabackthenbutyou

couldn’thelpmegetKwezinow.



Thabiso:Letmeaskyousomething,in

Canadawereyousingle?

Lesego:No!(hesmiled)Ihavebeautiful

girlfriendwhojustgavebirthtoour

beautifulbabygirl,hernameisLauren

ReabetweMohale(hesaidthatwith

prideandThabisocouldn’tcontrol

himselfashewentchargingtohim and

startedbeatinghim up)

Lesegodidn’tseethiscomingashewas

stillsittingonthefloorandhedidn’t

haveachancetogetupandfightback

andThabisowasbeatinghim upreal

goodwithTokelotakingavideoof

everything.



Thabiso:Youcomehere(punch)toruin

(punch)otherpeopleslives(punch)

yetyouhaveagirlfriend(punch)anda

daughter(punch)backinCanada

(punch)youdon’tdeservethem (punch)

youdon’tdeservetobecalledaman.

Thenmorepunchesrainedonhim.

ThabisowasreallyangryandTokelo

sawthatLesegowon’tmakeitifhe

doesn’tstophim.Hestopthevideoand

shovehisphoneinhispocketandwent

inside.

Tokelo:Heyman!LeavesomeforLebo

am surehewantsapieceofthis.

Thabisohavehim onelastpunchand

gotupandleft.Tokelogotthepalace

doctortolookathim whilehetook



Thabisotogetcleanedup.

Theeffectsofthechloroform hadtaken

effectonLeboandhewasfastasleepin

theroom withhisbrideconstantly

checkinguponhim.Kwezi’smother

wasnotherself,shewasheartbrokenby

whatherhusbanddidevenaftershehas

warnedhim nottodoanything.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

[05/01,11:00] :Season2



Insert55

BaTloungkingdom (notedited)

Tosaythequeenwasshockedtosee

herfamilytherewasanunderstatement.

Shewasbothshocked,terrifiedand

angry.

Queen:You!

Queenmother:Yesme,whydoyoulook

soshockedseeingyourmotherlikeyou

havejustseenaghost?

Letsi:Peopleletsgotothediningtable,

youarrivedjustintimeforagoodmeal,

mywifecooked.



Grandma:Shecooked?

Letsi:Yesshedid.

Grandma:YhooKedibonemychildwhen

Idiebecauseofyourdaughter’scooking

pleaseburymewithdignity.

Queenmother:Noneedfordrama

mother,ifshecookeditmeansIdida

goodjobraisingher.

Letsi:Indeed(hesaidsarcastically)

Nowthetableisthisway(theyfollowed

him tothetable.Itwasthegreat

grandmother,themotherandtheuncle.

Plusthekingandqueenofthelandand

theirchildrenatthetable)

Grandma:Yhooisthisyourqueen

Thabiso?



Thabiso:Nograndmathisismysister

Reneilwe.

Grandma:Oh!Andwhyisshedressed

likeaqueen?

Thabiso:That’sbecausesheisaqueen

grandmother.

Grandma:From whichkingdom?

Thabiso:BaKoenakingdom.

Grandma:Whatareyouherspokes

personnow?

Thabiso:Nograndmaam...(shecuts

him short)

Grandma:Youstilltalking.

Queenmother:Motherleavemygrand

childrenaloneandyoumarriedwellmy



princessBaKoenaisarenowned

kingdom.ButIdon’tknowwhyIwasnot

invitedtoyourwedding.

Queen:Maybebecauseyoudon’t

deservetobecalledagrandmother.

Queenmother:YoukeepquietKeneilwe

am stillyourmother!(shereprimanded)

Letsi:Peopleletshavelunchinpeace

wewillhaveplentyoftimetotalkafter.

Grandma:Indeedsoninlow.SoThabiso

Whydidyoursistergetmarriedbefore

you.

Queen:Ohshedidn’tgrandmother,my

sonmarriedthemostpowerfulwoman

theworldhaseverseen(shesaidwith

pride)



Queenmother:What?Don’ttellmehe

marriedapolitician!

Queen:Onnodearmotherhemarried

nineotherthantherainqueen.

Queenmother:Impossible!!

Queen:OhWhyisthatdearmother?

Grandma:Becausethelastrainqueen

washerbestfriend,wellnotbestfriend

shewasmoreofafrenemytoher

becauseyourmotherwasjealousofher

powersasaresultshe...

Queenmother:EnoughMother!

Queen:OhIwouldliketoknowwhatshe

did,whatwasthenameofthequeen

shebetrayed.



Queenmother:Whosaidanythingabout

betrayal?

Grandma:Thenameofthequeenwas

BahomibutIdon’trememberwhereshe

wasfrom.

Thabiso:Bahomithesecondrainqueen

ofBaKoena?

Grandma:Ithinkthat’stheoneyes!

Queenmother:Isaidenoughmother!

(shebangedthetableandReneilwe

wasenjoyingtheshow)

Grandma:Don’teverraiseyourvoiceat

meKedibonelam stillyourmother.

(silencefilledthetable)



Silencefilledthetableastheycontinued

eating,withthequeenmothergivingher

mothertheevillookandthequeenof

BaTloungsmilingenjoyingseeingher

motherlikethat.Thabisowasstilltrying

toprocesstherainqueenpartbecause

hewouldhearhowhiswifespokeofthe

fallenqueenBahomi,Nyolodiand

Letsatsi.Theyfinishedeatingand

movedtotheloungetotalk.

Uncle:Myking,Ithinkit’stimeyoutell

uswhyweareheretoday.

King:VerywelluncleIwillgetrighttoit.

WellnotsolongagoIdiscoveredthat

myqueenherehasasecretandthatI

wasdeceived.UponfindoutIwasangry

justlikeanyoneinmypositionwould



havebeen,Iwaitedforanapologyfrom

mywifebutInevergotanyandallshe

saidwasshedidn’twrongmeandthat

thepersonshehaswrongedforgaveher.

Uncle:Idon’tunderstandmykingwhat

secretisthat?

King:Thesecretisthatwhenyour

daughterhereunclemarriedmeshe

alreadyhadachildandthatsheused

livertoprovepurityattheshowingof

thesheet.

Queenmother:NothadhasachildandI

don’tevenknowwhyitmattersnow.

Uncle:ShupupKedibone!Whatdoyou

meanthatsheusedaliver?

King:Thatuncleyouwillhavetoask



yourdaughterandhermotherhow.

Uncle:KediboneMotlabela!Tellme

whatthisitnow!

Queenmother:NoneedtoshoutIwilltell

youbecausereallyitdoesn’tmatter.

Thesepeoplehavebeenmarriedfor

yearsandthatchildisnotraisedhere.

Queen:Youmeantheonewhodiedless

thanayearafteryoutookhim tothat

place?

Queenmother:What?

Queen:Don’tsaywhatyouliedtome

andsaidmysonwasdoingwellwhen

youhaveneverevenseenhim sincethe

dayIleft.



Queenmother:SoWhatIfhisdead?

Goodriddancetounwantedoffspring.

(sheshouldn’thavesaidthatbecause

thequeenjumpedfrom whereshewas

sittingandshewasonhermothers

throatinamatterofminuteschocking

her)

Grandma:StopthisLetuka!(theuncle

andthekingjustsitbackandwatched.

Thabisocouldseethathisgrandmother

wasstrugglingtobreatheandhewent

andtookhermotheroffher)

King:Areyoudoneactinglikearatchet

womanwithnomoralsnow?

Queen:Youheardwhatshesaid!



King:Don’traiseyourvoiceatme,thisis

stillmypalaceandyouwillsitdownand

letuscontinuewithwhyIcalledyour

peoplehereandifyouwanttofightyour

mothergotoherhouseanddosobut

notinmine.

Uncle:Wellsaidmyking,nowKediboneI

askedyouaquestion.

Queenmother:Youstillwantmeto

answerwhenyouletthischildalmost

chockmetodeath?

Uncle:Andifyoudon’tanswerIwillbe

theoncechockingyoutodeathandno

onewillsaveyou.

Queenmother:Wellwhenshecame



backfrom schoolandtoldmeaboutthe

childIhadtoactfastsothatshe

doesn’tshamemeandmyhusband.So

whenitwastimeforhertogetmarriedI

tooktochildtomyretiredmaidento

lookafterandIpaidher.Shegot

marriedbutonthenightbeforeweleft

thiskingdom Iknewshewillhaveto

provepuritytotheauntsthefollowing

morningsoIhadtocomeupwithaplan.

That’swhenIthoughtofawomanI

oncemetwhotoldmethatiswhatshe

didoncesoIgottheliverfrom the

kitchenhereastheremanychickens

slaughteredonthatdayandalltheir

insideswereinadishbowlsoItookjust

enoughfrom thereandgaveittoher



andtoldherwhattodo.

Uncle:Soyoudeceivedtheroyalfamily

andmadethem thinktheyarehavinga

puremaidenwheninrealitytheywere

havingandoldwomanwithchild.

Kediboneyouarecruelnowonderhis

childwantedtoendyouherself.Andyou,

(talkingtothequeen)whydidyoulet

thismattergothisfar?Whydidn’tyou

apologizetoyourhusbandwhenthis

cameout?

Queen:BecauseIsawnothingwrongas

IdidwhatIwastold.

Uncle:Whatyouweretoldbyyourwitch

ofamother?

Queenmother:Don’tcallmeawitch



uncle!

Uncle:Ifyouarenotonethenwhydid

yousellyourfriendthequeentobe

killedbywitches?Whydidyouletyour

owngrandsondieinthehandsofa

strangerandwhydidyouturnyouronly

childintoaheartlessmonster?(she

keptquiet)

Uncle:Myking,youdoasyouplease

andIwillsupportyou.ThesepeopleI

callmyfamilyarecruelandheartless

andam donedefendingtheirways.

King:Right,sincemywifedoesn’tsee

anythingwrongwithwhatshehasdone

thenIaskthatyoutakeherwithyou



becauseam done.IhavedoneallIcan

forthiswomanbutshedoesn’trespect

mesoshemustleavemyhouse.

Queen:MykingI...

King:Youhadplentyoftimetotalkand

apologizebutyoudidnotsonowplease

leavemypalace.

Queen:Thabiso?

Thabiso:Motherremembertheincident

withmywife?

Queen:Yes

Thabiso:It’sexactlythesameasthis

one,Youdon’twanttoseeyour

mistakesandIwon’tgetinvolvedin

father’sdecision.



Queen:Reneilwe?

Reneilwe:Don’tgetmeinvolvedplease

King:Maiden!(hecalledoutandthe

maidenappeared)

Maiden:Myking

King:Bringthem

Maiden:Asyouwishmyking(the

maidenleft)

Thepeopleinthehousewereleft

wonderingwhatitisthatthemaiden

mustbring.Themaidensabout3of

them camebackwiththreebagsfullof

thequeensclothes.

Maiden:Heretheyaremyking



King:Mythanksyoumaytakeyourleave

)themaidensleft)

King:Theseareyourclothes.Now

pleaseleavemypalace.Unclethankyou

forcomingtheguardswishowyouout

(ashewasabouttoleavethequeen

wentonherknees.

Queen:Mykingpleasegivemeachance

tospeak.

King:Youhadyourchancenowplease

leave(hesaidandlefttheroom)

Theguardscameinanddidas

instructedbytheking.Tookthequeens

bagsoutandshowedthegueststothe

door.
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Insert54 (notedited)

Theweddingwasoverandthepeople

wentonwiththeirlives,LeboandKwezi

wenttotheirhoneymooninParisFrance.

Lebohasaskedhisbrotherstokeep

Lesegolockedupandfeduntilhe

returns.Whentheyaskedwhyhemust

bewellfedhesimplysaid‘Idon’twant



him tofeellikehisfightwasunfair,

henceIwanthim healthyandstrongto

showhim whatIdotomenlikehim’

TokeloandThabisolaughedatthe

thoughtofwhatLebowilldotoLesego

whenhecomesback.Thabisogoesto

seehim everydayjusttoremindhim not

togettoocomfortablebecausetheyare

onlyfatteninghim uptogethim ready

fortheslaughter.Tokelocallshim lamb

totheslaughterandthatmadeLebo

laughtwhenheheardaboutit.Ntsika

andhisbeautifulwifeZasembowent

backhomebecausethechiefpriest

summonedthem andtheyareyettofind

outwhatthematteris.



It’sbeenaweeksincetheweddingthe

queenofBaTloung’sfamilyisvisitingto

hearofthereasonthekingsummoned

them.ThabisoandReneilwewerealso

therebecausetheirfatheraskedthem

tobe.Thequeenjustknowsthisasa

familydinnerandinhermindshe

thoughtherfamilyfinallycamearound

andwerewillingtosupportherandbe

withherinsteadofpushingheraway.

Littledidsheknowthatwhatawaitsher

ismoredeeperthanthat.Todayshe

wasrunningaroundorderingthe

maidenstoworkandgeteverything

readyforherchildrenwerecoming

homeforafamilydinner.



Thekingwasoutsidewhenhissonscar

pulledupatthepalacegatesbecause

hewasnotfarbutathishousewithhis

wife.Theywentbackhomeafterthe

weddingbuttheymakesurethatthey

areatBaKoenaeverydaysothat

Keabetswecancontinuedoinggood

deedsforthepeoplelikeshepromised.

Hedroveinandparkedtheandwentout

tohisfather.

Thabiso:Father

Let’sI:Son,howhaveyouandthefamily

been?

Thabiso:Wearedoingwellfatherjust

busywiththeprincessesjourneyto

helpingothers.



Letsi:Thatoneisablessingindeed,I

wonderwhatkindofwomanshewill

growuptobe.

Thabiso:Shewillbethekingthatwill

givemegreyhairandhermotheraheart

attack.

Letsi:HahahIcanalreadyseemypoor

daughterinlawinandoutofthatriver

becauseshewasalmostkilledbyher

offspring.

Thabiso:Whywouldyouonlythinkof

herwhenIwillbetheonerunning

aroundbetweenBaKoenaandBaTloung.

Orbeingcalledatworktogotoher

schoolbecauseshehitsomekidsthat

killedaspider.



Letsi:HahahohsonIfeelsorryforyou,

thegodshaveblessedandpunishingat

thesametime.

Thabiso:Hahatellmeaboutit.

Whiletheywerebusylaughingand

talkingthequeenofBaKoenaarrived

withherconvoy,theresixcarsdrivingup

totheBaTloungpalacegatesandshe

wasinthemiddleone.Beforesheleft

herhusbandsaidthatonceinawhile

peoplemustseewhoyouarejustbythe

carsyoudrivinginandaconvoybehind

youandtodayisthatday.Shetried

protestingsayingthatshe’sonlygoing

homenotanotherroyalpalacewhere

sheisnotknown,butherefused.Her



fatherwerejustlookingatthegateas

thecarsdroveintothepalaceandthe

enginesdieddown.Onthefirstcar

guardscameoutandstoodbythedoor

ofthecarshewasinandotherscame

outfrom thecarsbehindand

surrenderedthecar.Onthecarbehind

hersmaidenscameoutwalkinginaline

droolingflowersforthequeenbefore

shecameout.Theguardopenedthe

doorandReneilwewalkedoutwearing

herroyalattireofBaKoenakingdom,

todayshereallywasthequeenandone

wouldn’tmistakeherforanythingless.

Shewalkedbehindthemaidensgoingto

thedirectionofherfatherandbrother.



Herfatherhadaproudsmileonhisface.

Shegottohim andbowedherheadin

respect.

Reneilwe:Father

Letsi:Myprincessandqueenofthe

mostpowerfulkingdom,howareyou

doingmyprincess.

Reneilwe:Verywellfatherandyou?

Letsi:Hangingintheremyprincess.

Reneilwe:Brother(shebowedherhead

beforehim inrespectandhesmiled)

Thabiso:Mydearsister,ifLebowas

homeI’dsayhistheonewhoaskedyou

togoallouttodaymyqueen.

Reneilwe:NotatalldearBrothertheking



wastheone.

Thabiso:HahahIforgothecanbeas

crazyashisbrotherthatone.Butmy

dearsisteryoulooklikearealqueen

oneoftruebeauty.

Reneilwe:ButIam arealqueenbrother.

Thabiso:Ohdearlordisafigureof

speechReneilwe.

Reneilwe:CorrectionBrotherReneilweis

mymaidennameMatsekoisthenameI

wasgivenasthebrideofBaKoena.

Letsi:DamnIwishmyoldfriendLerumo

washeretowitnesstheprideinhis

daughterinlaw.Theprideshetakein

thenameshewasgiven.

Thabiso:Fatherdon’tencourageher



Litsi:Noson!Thisiswhatatruequeen

shouldbelike,Iknowohdon’twantto

bedifferentfrom othersbutoneina

whilepeoplemustknowwhoyouare.

Reneilwe:Nowfatherrepeatsthewords

ofmyking.

Letsi:Heholdstruewisdom.

Thabiso:Don’tlethim hearyousaythat

orelsewewon’theartheendofit(they

laughedandthequeenImergedfrom

thehousewithasmileofherface)

Queen:Noonetoldmewehadarrived,

foodisreadywemaymoveinside.You

looklikeatruequeenmyprincess.

Reneilwe:Mythanks(shesaidasthey



movedintothehouse)

Queen:Thediningareaisset,let’sgo

eatbeforethefoodgetscold.

Letsi:Nowehavemoreguestscoming

andIwouldlikeustowaitforthem.

Queen:Howlongwilltheybe?

Letsi:Theywillbehereanymomentnow

(justthenaguardcamein)

Guard:Myking,yourguestshavearrived.

Letsi:Justintime!Letthem in.(the

guardwentout)

Queen:Justwhoaretheseguests?

Letsi:Youwaitandseemyqueen(there

wasaknockandthemaidenwentto

openandthefirstpersontoenterthe



queenmotherherselfandgrandmother

toThabisoandReneilwe.Whom she’s

onlymettwicewhiletheywerestill

young.Thequeendroppedthebowlshe

washoldinganditbrokeintopieces.

Queen:You!
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Insert56

BaTloungkingdom

Thequeengotoutofthepalace



followedbyherfamily,herunclewas

disgustedbyhiswholefamilybecause

theyallhaveheartsmadeofstoneand

hisgranddaughterwasaninconsiderate

andselfishperson.Hestoodbythecar

lookingatthem astheycontinuedto

argueandshookhisheadthengotin

andlookedoutthewindow.

Queenmother:Youaresuchadisgrace

toqueensandroyaltyinGeneral,how

couldyoubechasedoutofyour

husbandshouselikethat?

Queen:MaybeifIhadamotherto

advicemetherightwayIwouldn’tbein

thissituation.

Queenmother:Nowyoublamemefor

yourmistakeswhenyouweretheone



whoopenedyourlegsforthatgoodfor

nothingprincethatleftyouwithachild

andmarriedanother?

Queen:Hadyounotarrangedmarriage

formewhenIcamebackthenhewould

havegottenachancetodotheright

thingandmysonwouldstillbealive.

Queenmother:Aliveyousay?Whatkind

ofachilddoyouthinkhewouldhave

turnedouttobe?

Queen:Agoodone

Queenmother:Agoodonethatwould

havegonearoundimpregnating

commonerslikehisfather.

Queen:Hisfatherneverimpregnateda

commoner.



Queenmother:That’sWhatyouthinking

Becauseyoudon’tknow,thefatherof

yoursonfathered2halfbloodsbefore

marryinghiswife.Thatverysameman

nevercontactedyounotevenonceto

askabouthissonyetyouarehere

defendinghim.Nowonderyoudidn’t

apologizetoyourhusbandyouwere

busythinkingaboutadeadmanthat

nevercaredabouthisson.Afullblue

bloodedprince.

Grandma:It’sfunnyhowyouseeallthe

wrongthatyourdaughterisdoingand

forgethowyougotyourownhusband.

Queenmother:Thatisdifferentmother

Grandma:Howisitdifferent?



Queenmother:ItJustis

Grandma:Letmeremindyouthatthe

manyoumarriedneverlovedyou

becausehelovedBahomibutyouhad

herkilledbecauseyouwantedtheman

shewasgoingtomarry.

Queenmother:Motherthat’senough!

YouknowBahomiwasarainqueenand

wasnotgoingtomarrythekinganyway

becausetheydon’tmarry.

Grandma:Theydon’t?

Queenmother:Notheydon’t

Grandma:ifIheardcorrectlyintheremy

grandsonismarriedtoone,careto

explain?

Queenmother:Ifhedidthenam sure



she’snotarealonebecauserain

queensdon’tmarry.

Queen:Waittillshehearsthatyoukilled

oneofherownandyouwillseehowreal

sheis.

Grandma:Andyoushouldhavegiven

Bahomiachancetolivethenandseeif

shewouldn’thavemarriedyourso

calledhusband.

Queenmother:Shewouldn’thave.

Grandma:WewillneverknowNow

wouldwe?Whydoyouthinkyounever

gaveyourhusbandason?

Queenmother:Thegodsaretheones

whoblessuswithchildrenandifthey

didn’tgivemeasonthenthereis



nothingIcando.

Grandma;Thenwhydoyoupunishyour

daughterlikethis?

Queenmother:Ineverpunishedher!

Grandma:Iwilltellyouwhysinceyouin

denial,youpunishingherbecausesheis

aprincessinsteadoftheprinceyou

wantedtogiveyourhusband.

Queenmother:Thatisnottrueandif

anythingyoutheonewhopunishedme

allmylifebecauseyoursondied.

Grandma:Correction!Hedidn’tdieyou

killedhim becauseyouwerejealousof

theloveandfavoryourfathershowed

him andYouhatedhim forthat.

Queenmother:Ineverkilledyourson



andyouknowit!

Grandma:Ifyoudidn’tkillyourbrother

thenwheredidyougetthegutstokill

yourfriendandtherainqueenof

BaKoena?

Uncle:Enough!!!Can’tyouseethatthe

peoplearelookingatyou?

Whentheylookedaroundtheysawthat

guardsandmaidensstoppedtheir

choresandlistenedtowhattheywere

saying.Thequeenopenedthebootof

hercarandputherbagsin.

Queenmother:Youarenotcomingtomy

house!

Queen:Iwouldn’tdream ofit.(shegot



intohercaranddroveoutofthepalace)

Thequeenmotherandhermothergot

intothecarwiththeuncleanddroveoff.

Thekingwaslookingathisqueenand

herfamilyarguinginhisyardinfrontof

thehelp.Hischildrenhearingtheand

witnessingthekindofhatredtheir

mothersfamilyhadforoneanother.He

wentdowntocheckonhischildrenand

hearwhattheythinkaboutthiswhole

situationandhefoundthem quietsitting

intheloungeeachonelookingdeepin

thoughts.

King:Myprinceandprincess.

Them:Father

King:Talktomeandnotbeafraidto



sharewithmeexactlyhowyoufeel.

Reneilwe:Formealotofthingsmake

sensenow.

King:Howso?

Reneilwe:Firstitwasmyweddingfather

motherwasnothappythatIchosemy

ownhusbandasshewantedtochosea

husbandforme.Butnowifeellikeshe

wantedtodowhathermotherdidfor

her,choosingthemostwealthykingdom

tomarrymeofftobutnottheone

ThabisowasatButmyownsothatshe

canbeabletobragtohermotherthat

herchildrenaredoingwell.Motherhas

alwaysbeenseekinghermother’s

approvalwhichshenevergottothisday.

Ithinkisreasonwhysheislikethis,



wantingordesperateforustostandby

herevenwhensheiswrong.

King:Thatcouldbeit,butIhavenever

seenherlikethisandIdon’tknowall

thesethingsthatwererevealedhere

today.IfeellikeInevernewthepersonI

calledmywifeforsomanyyears.

Thabiso:OnmysideIfeellikethat

wholefamilyneedshelp,onecansee

thatthisisnotsomethingthatstarted

nowbutalongtimeago.Grandmais

angryandbitterbecauseshebelieves

thatherowndaughterkilledhersonand

Brother.Thatshealsokilledherown

friendbutnotjustanyfriendbuttherain

queenofBaKoenawhichissomething

thatwillnotsitwellwithmywife.What



isshockingisthatsheisnotadmitting

ordenyingthefactthatshewas

involvedinthiswholething.

King:Sohowdoyouthinkwecanhelp

them?Becauserightnowam outof

ideas.

Thabiso:Mywifeshouldbeinvolvedso

thatwecangettothebottom ofthe

queenskilling.Alsotheprincessthe

godsblesshersoulshouldbeinvolved

becauseshemightassistinfindingthe

truthbehindgreatgrandmother’ssons

deathandfinallymother,ourmothercan

onlygethelpafterthese2generations

ofwomenhavegottentheanswersthey

needaswellastheclosurethatwillhelp



them moveon.BecausewhatIthinkshe

needsmorethananythingisanapology

from hermotherforwhatshedidtomy

brotherPedi.

King:Youmakesomuchsensemy

princebutyouwillhavetogoandtalkto

yourwifefirstaboutthis.WhichIdon’t

knowhowmuchmoremypoordaughter

inlawcantakewiththisfamily.

Reneilwe:Shehasagoodheartfather

andalwayswillingtohelp.

Thabiso:LetmegetgoingsothatIcan

talktoher.Bynowshemustbeback

from BaKoenabecauseit’salmost

sunset.

King:Alrightmyprince.



Reneilwe:Wheredoyouthinkmother

went?

King:MaybeahotelbecauseIdidn’t

takeanyofherprivilegesbecameIlove

herandshe’sstillmywifeandqueenof

thiskingdom andaboveallmotherof

mychildren.

Reneilwe:ThenWhydidyouchaseher

outifyouloveherthatmuch?

King:Becauserightnowsheneedstime

toherselfandsheneedshelpbutthe

kindofhelpsheneedsIcannotprovide.

Beingalonewithnokingdom or

husbandtoworryaboutwillgiveher

timetothinkaboutherselfandwhere

shewantsherlifetobelike.



Reneilwe:Thatmakessense.

Thabiso:Letmegetgoingnow.

Reneilwe:LetmeleavewithyouBrother

myguardsandmaidensmustbe

starvingnow.

King:Whatdoyoutakemeforprincess?

Iaskedthemaidenstogivethem food

aswell.

Reneilwe:Mythanksfather,withallthat

wasgoingonIdidn’thavetimetothink

aboutthem.

King:It’salrightmyprincessnowletme

walkyouout.

Reneilwebidfarewelltoherbrotherand



fatherthengotintothecarandsheand

herguardsandmaidensdroveoffto

BaKoena.Thabisodrovetohishouseas

wellafterbiddingfarewelltohisfather.
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Mapula’sHouse (notedited)



Thabisogothomeandfoundhiswifein

thekitchencooking,hesmiledasshe

didn’tdothismuchbutoccasionallyand

whenshedoesithereallyappreciatesit.

Hewenttoherandkissedhercheek

thenwenttotheirroom andtooka

shower,whenhefinishedhewentto

checkedontheprincessandfoundher

andthemaidenpreparingtotakeabath.

Heleftthem andwentbacktowife,he

wasworriedofhiswife’sreactiontoall

thisbuthehadnochoicebuttotellher.

Ashealsoneedsherhelpinsolvingthis

problem.

Thabiso:Mybeautifulqueen

Mapula:Myking,dinnerwillbereadyin

aminute.



Thabiso:Iwashopingwecantalk

beforewehavedinner.

Mapula:Meetingdidn’tgowell?

Thabiso:Alothappenedtheremyqueen

andsomeinvolvesyou,Idon’tknowif

directlyorindirectly.

Mapula:Letmeswitchofthestovethen

becausethefoodisreadyanywayIwas

justlettingitsimmer.(sheswitchedoff

thestoveandwenttotheloungewith

herhusband)

Mapula:Talktome.

Thabiso:Firstcanyoutellhowthefallen

queensdied?

Mapula:That’srandom butIwillanswer.

QueenNyolodiwas...(hecuthershot)



Thabiso:Canyoutellmeaboutqueen

bahomi?

Mapula:Whatisthatgottodowiththe

meetingyouhadwithyourfamily?

Thabiso:Pleaseindulgeme.

Mapula:Accordingtowhatshetoldme,

shewaskilledbyanevilwitchthesame

oneIhadtodefeatwhichwas

Boitumelo’smother.

Thabiso:Howandwhydidn’tshesee

thatcoming?

Mapula:That’sthething,shesaidthat

whenshediedthegodstoldherthat

whenthetimecomesshewillknowwhy

shedidn’tseeherdeathcomingbuttill

todayshestilldoesn’tknowwhatshe



didwrong.

Thabiso:WellIthinkmygrandmother

hadsomethingtodowiththat.

Mapula:HowDoyoumean?

Thabiso:TodayIlearntthatmygrand

motherandqueenBahomiwerefriends

andaccordingtomygreatgrandmother,

grandmawasjealousofthequeenand

alsowantedthemanthatwasinlove

withher.Accordingtohershedid

somethingthatdaythatledtoherdeath.

Mapula:Youmeanyourgrandmother

hadsomethingtodowithmyqueens

death?

Thabiso:Itseemsthatway.

Mapula:Iwillneedtoconnectwithher



andfindoutwhatsheremembersbutI

willnotgetinvolvedunlessam required

to.Thequeenismorethancapableof

avengingherselfifshewantstoevenin

deathandIdon’twantustogetinvolved.

Thabiso:IhearyoumyqueenandIwill

waittohearfrom youafteryouhave

spokentoher.

Mapula:Iwilldoso.

Thabiso:Alsothereisanissueofmy

grandmother’sthatdiedinanotso

clearwayandsheblamesmygrandma

forit.

Mapula:Whyisthatyourgrandma

soundlikesheisorwasinvolvedinalot

ofthings?



Thabiso:Itseemsthatway.

Mapula:IhearyoubutIdon’tworklike

that,onlytheprincesscanhelpthere

becausesheistheportal.

Thabiso:That’sWhatIwasthinking

becausethesepeopleneedhelp.

Mapula:Andthequeen?

Thabiso:Sheleftthepalace.

Mapula:Shewillbeokay,sheisastrong

woman.

Thabiso:Ihopeso,canwetalktothe

princesstomorrow?

Kea:IalreadyknowdaddyandIwillhelp.

(shesaidcomingintotheloungewith

themaidenthatlooksafterher)



Mapula:Whatdoyouknowprincess?

Kea:Everythingandhiswillingtotalkto

greatgreatgreatgrandmother.

Mapula:Wewillsortthatouttomorrow

myprincess.Nowlet’sgoeat.

ThequeenofBaTloungisatthehotel

sittinginbedwithaglassofwineandall

thejunkshecouldfindinthehotel.What

bothersherthemostisthefactthatshe

doesn’tknowthereasonforher

mother’sbehaviortowardsher.Shewas

hurtthathermotherdidn’tevenshow

remorseforhersonsdeath,infactshe

waspleasedthathenolongerlives.She

wonderedwhereshewilldothesending



offceremonyasperculturewhenshe’s

notwelcomedatherhomewhereshe’s

supposedtodoit.Becauseaccordingto

culturePedibelongstotheBaTlokwana

becausethequeenhadhim outof

wedlock,butnowthingsarenolonger

thesameandherfatherisnomoreso

doingtheceremonywillprovedifficult.

Queen:Pedingwanakakekopatswarelo

kahorekesahofeletsihantleMotaung,

lewenaoyabonangwanakahoremama

otsietsing.(Pedimychildam sorryfor

notsendingyouofproperly,youcan

alsoseethatyourmotherisintrouble)

sonIdon’tknowhoworwherethe

ceremonywillbedoneasmyownfamily

turnedtheirbacksonme.Am sorryfor



notbeingamothertoyou.Iknowyou

forgavemeandyoudon’twantanything

morethantoRestInPeacebutIcan’t

justletyoubewithoutapropersendoff.

Iknowyougrewupinahomethat

wasn’tyoursandyoudidn’tgetthelove

youdeserveasachildbutIwouldliketo

dothisonethingforyoubutam failing

youonceagain.

Shesattheredrowninghersorrowswith

onebottleaftertheotherofwine.

BaKoena:

MapulaandThabisowokeupearlythis

morningbecauseMapulawantedtogo



totheriverandhearwhatthequeenhas

tosayaboutthiswholething.Theygot

toBaKoenarightbeforesunriseandshe

askedherhusbandtodropheroffon

thewayasshewasgoingtotheriver

whiletheygotothepalace.Shetookoff

hershoesandwalkedbarefootreciting

theBaKoenaclansasshewalked,down

thefootbathgoingdowntheriver

kickingthemorningdewwiththelittle

dropsrunningdownherlegsasshe

walked.Iknowsomemightbe

wonderinghowarethedroprunning

downherlegsbutifyouallnoticethat

Sothowomendon’twearlongskirtsand

dresses.Theyweardressesandskirts

thatarejustbelowthekneeofknee



lengthandtheyalsotowearscuffsand

doeks.Shegottotheriverandthewater

wasmakingsoundlikeabigwavewas

coming,theholeinthemiddleopenedin

astrangewayaswellasthewaterwas

notsilentandattheleveloftheriverbut

todayitwashighupopeninginthe

middlewithwaterfallingonthesides

likeafountain.Shewonderedwhether

togounderorabove,as.Shewas

thinkingofhowshewouldgointhe

watershewasstandingoncarriedher

overtotheopenholeandshesunkit

likesheusuallydoes.Thewaterwas

niceandwarm notcoldasitwouldbein

themorning.Shegottothemystical

land,butshewassurprisedtoseethat



noonewastheretowelcomeher.She

walkedfurtherdowngoingtowherethe

queensusualsstaybuttherewasno

one.Shemovedaroundlookingand

eventuallysawthem inaplaceshehas

neverbeenbefore,theplacelookedlike

ariverwithinthecurrentriverandithas

housessurroundingitbuttheywereon

thefarendoftheriver.Theplacewas

niceandgreenwithbeautifulflowersall

arounditwithmermaidssittingonbig

shinyrocksbrushingtheirhairwithsea

shells.Itwasabeautifulsightindeed,

thequeenssawher,wellthetwodid,

NyolodiandLetsatsiwhileBahomi

lookedlikeshewascarryingtheweight

oftheworldonhershoulders.Thetwo



cametoherbeforeshecouldreach

them andtheyallbowedtoeachother

atthesametime.

Nyolodi;Myqueen,apologiesfornot

welcomingyouorgrantingyoupassage.

Mapula:Butmyqueentheportal

betweenthetwokingdomswasopened

thatiswhyIthoughtyougaveme

passage.

Letsatsi:Nomyqueenthatisbecause

oftheangerBahomiholdswithin,she’s

notsayinganythingabouthowsheis

feelingandnowitshowsitselfinthe

thingsthatshecancontrollikethewater

andthesun.

Nyolodi:Whichiswhywebroughther



heretocalm herdownbecausethat

openportaltherecanbedangerous,

thingsandpeoplethatarenotsupposed

tobeintheworldmaycomeinbecause

thedoorsarewideopen.

Mapula:Permissiontotalktohermy

queen.

Nyolodi:Yougoaheadmyqueenmaybe

youwillgetthroughtoher.

Mapula:Imight,nowpleasegoand

keepguardtotheentrancewedon’t

wantuninvitedguests.

Letsatsi:Youareright(sheandNyolodi

wenttoguardtheentrancewhile

MapulawenttositnexttoBahomi.



Mapula:Thegodsfinallyshowedyou

howyougotdefeated?

Bahomi:Iwishtheyshowedme

everythingbuttheyonlyshowedme

whatIrememberandlittlebitsofit.

Whatmakesmeangryisthefactthe

higherupsonlyshowmewhatIalready

now,makingmefuriousintheprocess,

makingmefeellikeIfailedmypeople!

(asshespokeherangerrisesandasit

raisesthewatertheysatnexttoroseas

welltoalevelhighercoveringtherocks

thatthemermaidssaton.Hervoice

changesscaringthemermaidsasthey

jumpedintothewater.)

Mapula:Calm yourselfmyqueenI

broughtyounewsandifyouarethis



angryyoumightactonimpulseandI

don’twantthat.

Bahomi:Whatnewshaveyoubrought?

Mapula:Icametosharewithyouwhat

youhavebeenlongingtohearallthese

yearsbutIneedyoucalm forit.(the

queenclosedhereyesforafewminutes

andgotherbreathingsteadyandthe

waterwentbacktoitsnormal)

Bahomi:Putmyheartateasemyqueen,

tellmeIdidn’tfailthepeopleIvowedto

protect.TellmeIdidn’tfailBaKoena,

malekeleke,mailamangwathela,batho

basajingsengwathoanqbejangplokwe

efeletsing.(shesaidassherecitedthe

BaKoenaclanswithtearsinhereyes,

painanddisappointmentvisibleinher



eyesandvoiceastheflowersaround

thenstartedtowhitherresemblingthe

moodthequeenwasin.)Mapula

connectedtoLetsatsibecauseBahomi‘s

moodwasdestroying.‘Myqueen,please

breathlifeintothelandorallliving

thingswillwhitheranddieasweknowit’

shesaid‘Pleasegetthroughtoher

becausetheportaloftheunderworldis

slowlyopeningandwedon’twantthe

battleofthedemonsanddefinitelynot

whenBahomiislikethis’sheresponded.

Mapulaturnedherattentionbackto

queenBahomi.

Mapula:Myqueen,doyouremember

yourfriendKedibone?

Bahomi:Hahahohmyqueen,howcanI



forget,sheandIwe’reinseparableeven

thoughweweretwosidesofacoin,

muchlikeyouandyourfriend

Kwezilomso.Welovedeachother,I

rememberwhenwewerejustyoung

maidensandatthattimeIwasjust

startingtodiscovermypowers.We

heardaboutadiscothatwasgoingto

beinMalutiandwedecidedtogo,we

wentandwehadthetimeofourlives.

ThatdaywasthedayImetTswarelo

andfellinlove,hewaswithKeletso

from BaTlokwaandKedibonefellfor

him.Thoseweregoodtimes(asshe

wassayingallthisshehadasmileon

herfacerememberingthetimesshehad

withherfriend)



Mapula:Myqueen,Iseeyouhold

pleasantmemorieswithyourfriend.

Bahomi:Indeed(shesmiles)

Mapula:WellIhatetobethebarerof

badnewsbutitseemsthatyourfriend

wasinvolvedintheeventsleadingto

yourdeath.

Bahomi:SheWhat!...whileshewas

shockedhermindandeyeswerelike

opengatesasthevisionsofWhat

KedibonedidflashedbeforeBahomi,

voicesofwhatwassaidandvisionsof

whatwasdonewereplayinglikethey

areonfastforward.

WhileMapulawaswatchingheron



statuemodeshedoesn’tknowwhat

happenedbecausethenextminute

Bahomijumpedintothewatergrowinga

tailasshewentdeeper.Nyolodiapp

rearedoutofnowhere.

Nyolodi:Mapulafollowhernow!!

Mapula:Whereisshegoing?

Nyolodi:ToKedibone!Gothemermaid

willborrowyouatailandleadyoutoher

hurrybeforeshedestroyseverything!

Mapuladidwaittobetoldmoreasshe

jumpedintothewaterandasshewent

deeperatailgrewreplacingherlegsand

mermaidsjoinedherswimmingbeside

herleadingtheway.



Staytuned...
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BaTlakwanakingdom

Arrogance,selfishnessandgreed.

Thesethreewordsalwaysgotogetherin

mostcases.Arrogantpeopleturntobe

veryselfcenteredandtheydon’tcare

aboutotherpeople’sfeelingsorwho’s

toestheysteponmovingupforgetting



thatthosepeoplearethesameones

theywillneedontheirwaydown.Greed,

nowgreedisverystrongandcanmake

apersondothemostdespicablethings

justtogetwhattheywant.Whichis

exactlywhatthequeenofBaTlakwana

didwhenshewantedtomarrythelate

king,shesacrificedherfriendforherto

getwhatshewantedandnotevenonce

didshefeelbadaboutit.Shecontinued

withherlifelikenothinghappenedand

whentheyearspassedshethoughtshe

hadgottenawaywithmurder.Littledid

sheknowthatshecan’thidethetruth

forever,peoplesaythetruthalwayshas

itswayofcomingout.



TokelocouldseethatThabisowasnot

himselfandifhedidn’tdoanythinghe

willkillhisowngrandma.Hemoved

closertohim andkneeleddownbefore

him,bythelookinhiseyeshewasnot

thereatall,somethingorsomeonehad

alreadytakenoverandonlyMapula

couldstophim nowbutshetoohad

biggerthingstoworryaboutSoTokelo

didwhathethoughtbest.

Tokelo:BaTloung,Pedi,dikgatlatlopo,

nnjapokojwe.Dithole,diphofolo,

namane,dinyamatsana,lonabasaloing

lelehaye,leoyanglelenaheng.Kecho

holonamaahoa.Dibathadibothile.(He

recitedhisclannames,inasoftand

beggingmannerthatmadehim even



claphishandsonceortwicejustlike

healersdo)hecouldseehiseyes

gettingsofterandhemovedhisfront

pawsfrom thequeenandmovedand

stoodbythegatelookingatthe

directionofthewaveanditwasnotfar

andsowasthetornadocomingbehind

it.Thesetwoweredestroyingthingsbut

theydidn’treallycare.

Thequeenstoodupfrom theground,

moreamazedbywhatTokelojustdid

thanwhattheanimalashecallshim did

toher.Shewenttothegatewhere

everyonewaslookingbecauseshetoo

wantedtoseewhatisgoingon.When

shegotthereshealmostfaintedas



she’sneverseem suchbeforeinher

entireexistence.

Queen:Chiefpriest,howcanyoujust

standthereandnotprotectthekingdom

from thewitchthatisdoingallthis?

Chief:Witchyousay?Witch!Okaymy

queenpleasedowaitforthewitch

becauseintwominutesthewitchwillbe

hereandpleasedomeafavorandaskit

toleavebecauseam surenoneofus

herewanttomeetourendstoday.

Queen:Ithinkweneedanotherchief

priestafterthis.

Chief:Thatisifyoustillliveafterthis.

Justthenthesoundofthewavegot



loudandwhenthequeenturnedthe

wavewasatthegavebutthemoment

hereyesmetit,itcameforher,by

comingforhermeansitwentstraightto

hersoquicklythatwhensherealized

whatwashappeningitwasalreadytoo

late.Shewasunderthewaveand

couldn’tbreathe,thewavespatherout

andthrewherinthegroundandshe

cougheduncontrollablytryingtocatch

herbreathbutno!Justasshewas

calmingdownthewavepickedherup

againandkeptherunderforawhile

thenspatheroutthrowingherhardon

theground.

Thepeoplewhowerearoundcouldn’t



believewhatwasgoingonandifthey

werenotseeingitwiththeirowneyes

theywouldn’tbelieveit.Thewave

stretchesfrom thegatetothemiddle

groundsofthepalaceandtheguards

housethatwasclosetothegatewas

alreadydestroyed.Theroyalthrone

room thatwasalsonotfaraswellas

themaidensquarterswasdestroyed.

Mapulaarrivedinhertornadoandwhen

thequeensawwhatwashappeningshe

wasdefeated.QueenBahomiwentfor

thequeenagainbutMapulawasfastto

suckherinthetornadowhichwasalso

notdoingthequeenanygoodasitwas

spinningheraroundmakinghersickto

Pittofherstomachandshethrewupall



thebreakfastshehadalreadyhadthis

morning.

Ontheonesidetherewasatornadothat

wassuckingineverythingthatmoves

andontheotherwasatheunusual

wavethathasdestroyedthekingdom.

ThepeoplebelievedMapulatobethe

devilbecauseofthecolorfulwingsand

tornadobutWhatconfusedthem was

thewave.Somesaiditwasthewitches

andsomesaidwaterisholysowhatever

wasinthewaterhadtobegood.Some

arguedthatifitwasgoodthenit

wouldn’thavedestroyedthekingdom.

Thosewerethetalksamongthepeople

ofthekingdom whilewatchingthis



wonderbeforethem.

QueenBahomimovedclosertoMapula

inhopesofgettingKedibonebackbut

Mapulawouldn’tbudge.Insteadshegot

closertoherkillingthetornadointhe

processandjoiningthewater.

Mapula:Myqueen,angerwillnotsolve

this,findoutwhyshediditfirstanddeal

withheraccordinglybutnotthepeople.

Theydidn’tdoanythingandtheydon’t

deservetolefthomeless,theydon’t

deservetosufferforthesinsoftheir

queen.

Bahomi:SheHurtmemyqueen,she

hurtmypeople.Doyouknowhowlong



mypeoplesufferedbeforethegods

choseLetsatsiasthenewrainqueen?

Over30years!30Wholeyearsmy

peoplesufferedandforwhat?Greed!

Shehastopay.

Mapula:IDon’tdisputethatbutdon’t

involvethepeople.

ThequeenspatoutKediboneandthis

timeshehadalreadyfailedastheykept

herunderwaterforquitesometime.

QueenBahomiopenedherhandsand

movedthem forwardandthewater

gracefullyloweredbothofthem and

droppedthem offrightInfrontofthe

Nowfaintedqueen.QueenBahomihas

nowtakentheform ofabeautiful



womanandshewentandstoodinfront

ofher.

Bahomi:Nogodswilleveracceptyouso

dousallafavorandwakeupKedibone

Matiela(shedidn’twakeupandqueen

Bahomiwenttoherandputherhandon

herchestburningherintheprocessand

thequeenjumpedandwhenshelooked

atherchestablackburnmarkwas

there.

Queen:WhatinGod’snamedidyoudo?

Whydidyouburnme?Whoareyou

anyway?

Bahomi:Onequestionatatime

Kedibone,sowhichoneisfirst?

Queen:Whydidyouburnme?



Bahomi:BecauseThatchestofyours

holdsnoheartbutsomethingasdarkas

themarkIgaveyou.(shesaidandall

thiswhilesheiscirclingher)

Queen:Whoareyouandwhatareyou

doinginmykingdom?

Bahomi:Can’tIvisitsmyoldfriendnow?

Queen:Thendothatfarawayfrom my

palaceandkingdom lookathowmuch

damageyouhavecaused.

Bahomi:Youhaveeyesyetyouremain

blind.Whydidyouhavemekilled

Kedibone?

Queen:What?Inevergotyoukilled,I

don’tevenknowyou.

Bahomi:Ohyouknowmeverywell,my



friend,rememberthedisco,remember

theprinces,rememberthewitch?

Queen:FatherLordJesusBahomi

Mohapi

Bahomi:Whydidyouhavemekilled

Kedibone?

Queen:InevergotyoukilledmyfriendI

lovedyou,wewerelikesistersyouandI

(Bahomigottiredandtooktheform of

hugeeagleandpickedherupwithher

feetflyingupabovethepalacewith

Kedibonescreamingherlungsout)

Mapulaastherefereeofthematchdrew

herwingsandflewuptothelevelofthe

queensandwatchedasBahomiwas



busypickingKedibone‘headwithher

eaglesbeakwhileholdingherwiththe

feet.

Kedibone:ForgivemeBahomi!Please

letmeexplainwhathappenedmyfriend

pleasejuststopwhatyouaredoingand

letmeexplainobegofyou.(Bloodwas

alreadycomingoutandgoingdownthe

backofherears.Bahomiletgoofher

andshefellsohardonthegroundand

hermotherwasstandingnottoofar

from herwithasmileonherface.

Kedibone:Motherdon’tjuststandthere

dosomethingorBahomiwillkillme.

Grandma:WhyshouldIwhenyoukilled

her.Karmaknowseveryone’saddress

mydeardaughter.



Bahomihadalreadychangedandwasin

frontofheragaincirclingher.

Bahomi:Explainyourself!(shewas

gettingimpatient)

Kedibone:IdidwhatIdidbecauseI

wantedtomarrytheprincewhoisnow

thelatekingofthiskingdom.Iwanted

him butheonlyhadeyesforyou,even

whenIwouldmeethim ateventsthat

youweren’tallowedtogoto,allhe

wouldaskmeaboutwasyouandthat

gotmeaangryandjealousandsoI

stolesomeofyourwaterandgaveitto

thewitchrightbeforeyouwentand

foughtwithher.



Bahomi:Howdidyoumeetthewitch?

Kedibone:Ididn’tmeethershecameto

mewithaproposal

Bahomi:Andyouagreed!

Kedibone:YesIdid

Bahomi:DiditeveroccurtoyouthatI

wouldn’thavemarriedhim evenifI

wantedto,didyoueventhinkofmy

people?

Kedibone:Lookatthattimeeverything

thewitchsaidmadesensetomeandI

wantednothingmorethantogetthe

princeatallcost.

Bahomi:Youmeanatthecostofmy

peopleandme.



Kedibone:Am sorryBahomi

Bahomi:Sorrywon’tchangeanything

butworrynot,atsunriseafteryour

brotheryouwillmeetyourend.

WhiletheywerestilltalkingMapulagot

signal,averystrongsignalfrom the

mysticallandandsheaccepted.‘My

queen’‘comebacktothelandnow!’

‘whatisthemattermyqueen?’She

askedclearlyworried.‘theworsthas

happenedandnooneissafe,come

backnowandbringBahomi’‘onour

waymyqueen‘MapulawenttoBahomi

andheldherhandshesawallthatwas

happeninginthemysticallandandinno

timethelittlerainthatwasdyingdown



gotheavyagainwiththunderand

lightning.Thewavewasbackatthegate

andtheyclimbedupliketheyare

climbingthestirsanditmovedvery

quicklyleavingeveryoneshockedand

lookingatthequeen.

Chief:Didn’tthekingtellyoutohumble

yourself?Lookatyounow,youalready

havthedateofwhenyouwillmeetyour

end.

Tokelo:Wehavetogonowanddon’t

worrymyqueenthedamagewillbe

takencareofbyus.(thecheetahwent

andstoodnexttothequeenandlooked

atTokeloandhegotitandaskedthe

queentocomewith)shewastooscared



toprotestandsheaskedtheguardsto

bringanothercararoundsincetheone

hecamewithwasdamagedbythe

waterandlightning.Theguardbrought

thecarandtheywereoffwiththe

cheetahthatkeptroaringattheback

seat.AtthisPointTokelomissedLebo

morethananything.

Thequeenmothersoonfollowedbehind

asshewantedtowitnesswhatwill

happentothequeen.

Whatcouldbehappeninginthemystical

land?

Stayturnedtofindout.
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Mapulagotscaredofwhatthequeen

willdowhenshegetstowheresheis

going.Sheaskedthemermaidstohold

heronbothsidessothatshecan

connectwithherhusband.Theydidas

toldandMapulaconnectedwith

Thabisowhosuddenlywentquietwhen



hefelthiswife’ssignalandTokelokept

hismouthshutasheknowsbynow

whatishappeningwhenhedoesthat.

Mapulaspoketoherhusband‘myking

canyouhearme’sheasked‘Yesmy

queenwhatseemstobetheproblem?’

Heaskesoundingworried‘Pleaseget

thescentofyourgrandmotherand

cometoherwhereversheis’‘Whatis

happeningmydear?’Heaskedmore

worriedthanbefore‘notimetoexplain

mykingaskKeabetswetotohelpwith

thescentandpleasedon’ttakeacarit

mightnotbeagoodideabutIneedyou

there’‘onmyway’Thabisolookedat

Tokelowhowasalreadyuponhisfeet

ashefollowedThabisooutthethrone



room and.IntothepalacewithThabiso

callinghisdaughter’snameandshe

camerunningholdingagreenscarf.

Kea:HereFather

Thabiso:Howdidyou...nevermind

who’sisthis?

Kea:Grandmas,nowtakeitandgonow

daddymommyneedsyou.

Tokelowasoutthedoorandintothecar

themomentheheardthemommy

needsyoupart.Thabisosmelledthe

scarfandwenttothedoorandTokelo

calledhim inthecar.

Thabiso:Iwillwalk

Tokelo:Youwillgetoutwhenwe

halfwaytherenowgetitwedon’thave



time.

ThabisogotintothecarandTokelo

droveoutinhighspeed,withThabiso

givingdirectionstowheretheywere

going.Astheyweredrivingpassing

kingdomsthescentwasslightlygetting

stronger.

ThequeengottotheriverofBaTlawana

kingdom whereheroldfriendlives.The

rivereruptedasshegotoutofit,the

peoplewhoweredoingwashingatthe

riverlefteverythingbehindrunningfor

theirlivesastherivercametoliferight

beforetheireyes.Thewomanand

childrenwhowereswimminginthe

werethrownoutofberiverwhenit



eruptedbuttheydidn’tevengettimeto

feelpainorlicktheirwoundsastheygot

upandranfortheirlives.Thewater

from theriverrosetoahigherlevelthen

movedoutoftherivermovingtoward

thekingdom.ThewomanofTheWho

gossipintheriverwhentheydowashing

hadnotimetoevenbedramaticabout

thesituationastheysawdeath

knockingontheirdoorandtheywere

notwillingtoopen.Thewaterwas

movingatthepaceofaseawaveasit

movesgoingwardsthekingdom.Those

whosawthisthoughttheireyeswere

deceivingthem astheyneversawsuch

before.ImeanthiswasnotBaKoena

wherepeoplewereusedtorandom



thingslikethisfrom theirqueenbut

neverdidsheleavedeadbodiesbehind.

Butwhatthepeopleofthiskingdom

wereseeingwaslikeafury-talefrom a

children’sbookbutthiswasnofury-tale

butreality.Asthewavegotcloserthey

noticedthefigureontopofitbut

couldn’tmakeoutwhatitisbecause

rainqueenBahomiwasaspiritafterall,

agodatthatbutnotjustanygod,a

powerfulandvindictiveoneatthispoint.

Thelovesheoncefeltforherfriendhad

turnedintohatred.Shewasonly

realizingnowthedaythat‘thereisa

thinlinebetweenloveandhate’the

peoplesawtheirwonderandtheyhad



nowhereelsetorunbutthepalace.

OntheroadThabisocouldsensethat

theywerecloserandhejumpedoutof

thecarelikeadoglandingontheground

inhischeetahform andtakingoff

runningjustasfast.Tokelowasamazed

bythisbuttherewasnotimetoreactto

thatashehadtokeepupwiththe

cheetahthatishisbrotherinlaw,racing

togettotheplaceofBaTlakwana.When

themermaidsandMapulagottothe

rivertheycouldalreadyseefrom the

waterlevelsthatallofthemysticalland

hasbrokenlosereleasingnotthegood

buttheangeranddestructionofoneof

themostpowerfulbeingsthatever



gracedtheearthwithitspresence.She

sawthatthereisnowayshecanface

thequeeninhernormalform soshedid

whatshedidbestandsummonedthe

rainfrom theskiesaboveandinnotime

thunderstrikesonce,thesecondtime

andonherthirdheavyrainfellfrom the

skieswithitsdropsmarinatingthedry

soilofBaTlakwana.

Shethoughtofusingwaterbutthen

thoughtoftheanimalsthatwilldieas

theriverwillbeleftdry.Soshedecided

onthetornadoandtomakeitstronger

fastershestoodontopofitanddrew

herwingsandshestartedspinningso

fastaboveitcausingittogetstronger



andbigger.Whenshewassatisfiedshe

startedmovingatitsspeedtryingto

catchupwiththequietwhowasriding

onawavedestroyinghousesasshe

movedalong.Nowtwoofthemost

powerfulforceswereatplacewithno

onegivingwaytotheother.

Atthepalace:

Thepeoplestartedpouringintothe

palaceandthechiefpriestwasgroaning

likeawoundedanimalmovingupand

downthepalace.Theguardswentand

informedthequeen(Kedibone)andthe

queenmother(hermotherand



Thabiso’sgrandmother)theguard

budgedintothepalace.

Guard:Royals!Wehaveaproblem

Queenmother:Whatitallthecommotion

about?

Guard:Allthepeopleinthekingdom

havecometothepalaceandmoreare

stillcoming,whattheyspeakofis

unheardofInthiskingdom butmaybe

thequeenscanshedsomelight.(the

queensbothstoodupatthesametime

andwentoutinahurry)theysawthe

palacecrawlingwithpeopleandthe

chiefpriestmovingupanddownlikea

madperson.Thequeenwenttohim.

Queen:Chiefwhatisit?



Chief:Hahahmyqueen,youhavedoneit

thistime,youhavemanagedtoturnthe

purestofgodsintoavindictivespirit

thatisgoingtodestroyyouandthis

kingdom.Thegodsarequietbecause

youwrongedoneoftheirown.Prayto

whateverelseyoupraytobecausethe

godswon’tlisten.

Queen:Whatareyoutalkingaboutand

whyarethepeoplehere?

Beforethechiefpriestcouldanswerand

bugcheetahroaredinfrontofthem

makingboththechiefpriestandthe

queenjumpandlandingontheirbehind

astheyfell.Tokeloarrivedatthat

moment.

Tokelo:Chief!Myqueenyouarein



troublebecauseofyougobythegate

andlookatwhatiscomingyouwillwant

torunyourself.

Queen:AreyounotthekingofBaKoena?

Chief:Stopwiththegreedforthisisno

timeforit.

Queen:Iwasjustasking

Tokelo:Myqueenthisisnotimeforthat,

thisisthetimewhereyouhaveto

humbleyourselfforthesakeofyour

kingdom andit’speople.Whatiscoming

nomancanstop,bythelookofthingsI

wouldbetmylifeonitthatthose

comingaretherainqueensofBaKoena

bothlivingandthosewhoarefallen.

Chief:Mykingpleasetellmewhatthe



oneisnotthefallenforifitisweareas

goodasdead.

Tokelo:Icannottellyouwhichoneis

calledthefallenmychiefbutifitisthe

fallen.

Chief:Theywewillsurelymeetourend

Queen:Whenyoudonerumblingtellme

whatyouaretakingaboutandwho’s

animalisthat?

Sheshouldhavesaidthatbecauseshe

angeredthegreatcheetahandprotector

ofBaTloung.ThatwasnoThabisobut

thegodofBaTloung,hejumpedonthe

queenlandingheronthegroundwithhis

twofrontpawsonherchestpressing



herdownonthegroundandroaredso

loudmakingthepeopletakecover.

Staytuned....
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Themysticalland:



Thislandisknownforitspurityand

alwaysservestoprotectthelivingfrom

thedead.It’smainpurposesincenot

everyonecanbeangelwastotakeafew

andletthem livehere,thoseluckyones

couldconnectwiththelivingandcould

alsotakedifferentformsorwhatever

creaturetheywishtouse.Onlyafewof

thelivingknowaboutthisplace,the

healersandchiefpriestareamongthe

few,Iknowsomeareaskingforthe

differencebetweenahealerandthe

chiefpriest.AhealeriswhatXhosa

peoplecallIGQIRHAandZulupeople

callINYANGA,thosewhowearbeads

andhavecolorfulwrapswithanimals

imprintedonthem,whereasachief



priestiswhattheycallIXHWELEand

ZULUpeoplecallthem ISANGOMA.Now

manypeoplecallthesetwoorthink

thesetwoarethesameortheydothe

samethingbutnothat’snotthecase.

IXHWELEthechiefpriestistheonethat

ischosenmostlybythegodstoonly

perform acertaintask,thesepeoplecan

healandtheycankillaswelldepending

onthesituation.Theyalsodon’thaveto

throwbonestocommunicatewiththe

gods,whereashealersdon’tkillbutheal

people,blockevilspiritsandprotect

thosewhoneedprotection.Chiefpriest

aretheonethatcaneasilyturnevil

becausetheyareconnectedtoboth

worldsandcanseemanythingsbefore



theyhappensothattheycanprotector

stopthem intimebeforetheydestroy.

Theycanturnevilthoughwhenthey

becomearrogantandthinkthattheir

wayistherightwayorstartkillingfor

theirownbenefit.

Theotherpeoplethathavethepleasure

ofseeingthisworldaretheinnocent,

thosewhoarepureatheartlikeMapula

butothersonlyseethelandintheir

dreamsandthosearetheonesthatwill

livethereaftertheirtimehasendedin

thelandoftheliving.Itwassaidthatno

evilwilleverenterthemysticalland

becausethebarriersthatprotectitare

verystrongbutIguesstheydidn’ttake



intoaccounttheangerofoneofthe

queensbecausebythetimeshewas

angryandbusythrowingthequeenback

andforththeportalbetweentheland

andtheunderworldopenedwideletting

intheangelofdarknessLuciferandhis

demonsintheland.Thequeensand

protectorshadtogointohidingfora

whilesothattheycangetachanceto

inform thearmyofthelandofwhatwas

happening.

WhentheyreturnedbacktoLuciferas

hecallshimself,butheisknownasthe

angelofdarknessbuthehatesbeing

calledthatheprefersLucifer.Hewas

sittingonNyolodi’sthroneaseachof



thequeenshadtheirownroyalchairs.

Theycameforwardandnoticedthatthe

landwasnowcrawlingwithdemons

thatlookedreadytokillanddestroy.

Whattheyalsonoticedwasthatthe

portalclosedwhichwasalreadytoolate

sincethedemonswerealreadyinside.

Nyolodi:Ifitisn’ttheangelofdarkness

Lucifer:Nownowmylove,youknowI

hatebeingcalledthat.Youcancallme

Lucifer.

Nyolodi:YoufinallyfoundyourwayinI

see

Lucifer:HowcanInotwhenyoumylove

openedupforme,finallywewillbe

togetherlikeitwasmeanttobebutin



thesameland.Bythewaybeautiful

palaceyougotyourselfhere.

Nyolodi:IfIremembercorrectlyyouhad

achoice,thegodsgaveyouthepower

ofdarknessandachoicethatisyouuse

itforgoodthentheywillrewardyoubut

ifyoudon’tthenyourplacewillbeinthe

underworld.

Lucifer:Seeam gratefultothegodsfor

thepowertheygavemebecauseifthey

didn’tIwouldn’tbethekingofthe

underworldnowwouldI?Ohandam

sorryoneofmypeoplekilledyou,I

thoughtyouwillhatethegodsforletting

youdownsothatyoucancomelivewith

me.Butboy!WasIwrong,mydear

Nyolodiwasgoodtilltheendfollowing



hernamerighttilldeathandIloveyou

forit.

Nyolodi:SoWhatareyoudoinghere?

Lucifer:Togiveyouachoice.

Nyolodi:AndThatis?

Lucifer:Youcomehomewithmetothe

underworldandbemyqueenlikeitwas

supposedtobe.

Nyolodi:Or?

Lucifer:Ornothing!Hahahh(evillaugh)

maybeIwillnotinfluencethenewking.

Nyolodi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Lucifer:OhIknowLetsatsitheangelof

lifedidn’ttellyouyet,letmehavethe

honorofbeingthefirsttoinform you.



Thequeeniswithchildandibeingas

powerfulasIam alreadyknowthathe

willhavethesamepowerthatIdo.

(NyolodilookedatLetsatsiandshe

simplynoddedandthatscaredNyolodi

becausesheknowshowtheangelof

darknesscanbe)

Lucifer:SoWhatisitgoingtobe?

Nyolodi:FornowIam goingtofightfor

mykingdom andlaterprotectandguide

thenewking.

Lucifer:Butmyloveyoufailedtoguide

metolight.

Nyolodi:Nodarlingyouchosethe

underworldbecauseitmadeyoumore

powerful.



Lucifer:Youknowmetoowell.Nowlet’s

sithereandwatchyourpeoplebeing

destroyedbymine.(Nyolodiwentand

satnexttohim inBahomi’schair)

Lucifer:Nowthisisbeautiful!Us

togethersidebysidelikeitshouldhave

been.Myheartiscontent.

Nyolodi:Am surprisedyouthinkyoustill

haveone.

Lucifer:WellWhatusedtobeaheartbut

whateverIhavenowstillbeatsforyou

myqueen.

Nowmypeopleletmetakeyoubackin

thetimeofqueenNyolodi,thequeen

wasbornthesamedayastheangelof



darkness.HisnamewasLuciano.Itis

saidthatonthatdaytwodifferent

powersweregiventothetwochildren

bornonthesamedayandatthesame

time.Lucianowasbornfrom aqueen

whowasawindowandcouldn’thave

childrenuntilshemetayoungstudthat

charmedherandsleptwithher.Little

didsheknowthatshehadgivenherself

tothedevilanditplanteditsseedinside

her.Whenshewastoldthatwhatshe

wascarryingwasthedevilschildthe

queenwentthroughoutherpregnancy

withnofoodonlywaterthatshewould

prayfor.Shedidthistobegthegodsto

notleteviltakeheronlychild,thegod

hadpityonherandwhenthebabyboy



wasbornitwasanormalchild.That

wasuntilhewas15andhisevilways

started,hekilledanimalsmostlywhen

hestartedandwhenhealmostkilleda

childbecausehesaiditscryislike

musichewouldliketohearfortherest

ofhislifethegodssendNyolodihisway.

Theywantedhertoshowhim howhe

canusehispowerforgoodinsteadof

evilandthatworkeduntiltheboywas21.

Untilthedevilcomeforwhat’shis,the

boyLucianobythenhadalreadyfallenin

lovewiththeyoungmaidenNyolodiand

hesawafuturewithherbecauseshe

hadawayofkeepinghim groundedand

hisevildemonsatbay.



Thedevilfirstcometothequeen

Luciano’smotherandtoldherthatit

wastimehehaswhat’shisbutthe

queenrefusedsayingoverherdead

bodywillhehaveherson.Sothedevil

waiteduntilthesonwenttovisithis

motherandthatwhenhepossessed

him,whichwasnothardbecausethey

sharedthesamepowersandhekilled

hismother.Thatwasthedayofnot

returnforhim asthegodsturnedtheir

backsonhim andthedeviltookhim

withtotheunderworldbuthenever

forgothislove.

MapulaandBahomigottothemystical

landbuttheycamethroughthesame



waytheyleftandtheywentaroundto

checkwhatisgoingonandtheplace

wascrawlingwithdemons.Bahomi

knewrightthereandthenthatshewas

thereasonforthisandshesaidalittle

prayertothehigherups‘ifthelanditto

bedestroyedthisdayIaskthatyou

changeit’sfaithandvanquishme

instead.Letmysavemypeopleonelast

time’

Bahomi:Myqueen,todayyouaregoing

tobefightingnotjustthesmallspirits

anddemonsthattheangelofdarkness

sendstoyourlandbutyouwillbe

fightingthedevilhimself.

Mapula:Iam readymyqueen

Bahomi:NowIwantyoutofightlikeyou



neverfoughtbefore.Useanypoweryou

cangetinthisplaceandfight.

Mapula:Itisonlythe4ofusmyqueen?

Bahomismiledalittle

Bahomi:Nowehaveanarmyof

mermanandmermaids.Anarmyof

squints,armyofseahorses,thearmyof

alligatorsandmostimportantlythefour

bestrainqueensthelandhaseverhad.

Mapula:Letthewarbegin.

Bahomi:forourland!

Mapula:Forourpeople!

Theymarchedforwardgoingtowhere

NyolodiandLetsatsiwereandthetwo



smiled.
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Thequeenmother(Kedibone’smother)



wassadthatheractionsledtohersons

death.Sheblamedherselffornot

explainingtoKedibonewhatthereal

reasonfortheiractionswere.Shefeels

thatifshehadtoldherthennoneofthis

would’vehappenedthewayitdid.That

herchildrenwouldhaveprotectedeach

otherinsteadofconspiringagainsteach

other.

Grandma:Kedibone!Mychildam sorry,

am reallysorrychild.Ineverknewyou

feltthatway,hadIknownorpayedmore

attentionIwouldhaveknown.Iknow

thatIwasnotthemotheryouneeded

metobeandam sorryforthat.Inever

lovedyouanylessthanIloveLebone.

Thereasonyourfatherandtreatedhim



likethatwasbecausewestruggled

gettinghim.Ihad9miscarriagesand2

StillbornsbeforewehadLebone.Myin

lawsalreadygavemeaname,thecurse

butmyhusbandstoodbymethroughit

allandwhenwehadLeboneweprayed

thathelivesandhedid,buthewasalso

asickchild,wewereinandoutof

hospitalsandhaveseenalotofChief

priestsandhealersbutnothingworked.

Wehadgivenupthinkingweweregoing

tolosehim too.Butonedaymychild

wokeuphealthylikehewasneversick,

someandyourfatheralwayswalkedon

eggshellsaroundhim becausewewere

worriedthatwemightlosehim.And

whenyoucamealong,youdidn’tgiveus



anyproblems,youwerehealthyand

happyallthetime.Withyouwehad

nothingtoworryaboutbecauseeven

whenyougotsickwithacolditwould

onlybeatwodaythingandyouwould

bebacktonormal.Youweretheone

thatputourheartsateasewhileLebone

wastheonewehadtoworryaboutall

thetime.Am sorrythatmyworryand

concernleadmetoneglectyoumy

princess.

Kedibonewascryingallthistime,she

neverknewthatherbrotherhadhealth

problemsorthatherparentslostso

manychildrenbeforetheyhadthem.

Shenowregrettedwhatshedidtoher



brotherandwishedthatshecould

changethehandsoftimeandchange

thepastbutshecouldn’t.Shehad

alreadykilledtheonepersonthatcould

havebeenbyhersideandprotectedher.

Kedibone:Ohmother!Ican’tremember

thelasttimeyoucalledmeprincess.

Grandma:Youareandwillalwaysbemy

princessKedibone.Thegodsmight

havedecidedyourfaithbutifIhad

anythingtodowiththeirdecisionIask

thattheychangeitforIhadnoideathat

Icontributedtothepersonyouhave

become.Iaskyourfathertopleadon

yourbehalfsothatwecanhavealittle

moretimetogetherformetoshowyou

howmuchIloveyou.



Kedibone:Ihavedonebadthings

Motherandifthegodstakemeafter

twodaysthendon’tblameyourself.It

willallbebecauseofmyowndoing.

Lebonemybrother,Inevergottoknow

youbecauseIwastoojealoustoeven

tryandgettoknowthekindofperson

youwere.Forgivemeformakingyour

timeinthisworldshortandforgiveme

fornotbeingthesisteryoudeserved.

Lebone:Alliswellmysister,begood.

Andmothertillwemeetagain.

Grandma:Iloveyoumyprince.

Lebone:AndIYoumyqueen.(Lebone

left)

Lebo:Ifeellikearobbedmyself.



Ntsika:Why?

Lebo:Ishouldhavegottenmyself

popcornsandtissueshadIknownthis

willturnoutlikethis.

Ntsika:It’slikeam watchingachickflick.

Lebo:Idon’tknowwhatam watching

butpopcornwouldhavemadeitbetter.

Ntsika:Don’tyoumeanice-cream?

Lebo:ShutupbecauseIdidn’tcallyou

hereforthat.

Ntsika:hahahyeahright,sowhydidyou

askmetobringyouachocolateone

then.

Lebo:NotsoloudNtsika!Whatiswrong

withyou?



Ntsika:YouSogay

Lebo:Itakeafteryou.

Grandmajaggedherdaughterforthe

firsttimeafter42years.Theycriedin

eachother’sarmsthinkingofthetime

theyhavelostblamingeachotherand

fightingoverstupidthings.

Grandma:Wehavetofindmygrand

daughterandtalktoher,sheneedsto

knowwhyyoudidwhatyoudidtoher

andmaybejustmaybeshewillturnout

betterthanthetwoofus.

Kedibone:Wewerenotthatbadwere

we?

Grandma:Ohwewereworse!(they



laughed)

Kedibone:Iloveyousomuchmother.

Grandma:Iloveyoutoomyprincess.

Kedibone:Sowheredowestartlooking

formybabygirl?

Thabiso:Iknowwheretofindher.

Kedibone:Canweleavenow?Iwantto

getallmyaffairsinorderbeforeIleave

thisworld(thosewordbrokeher

mother’sheart)

Grandma:Iwillgowithyou.

Kedibone:Mythanksmother

LebowenttothequeenMotherMabotle

andhuggedher.

Lebo:ThankyouMother.



Mobotle:WhatisitnowLebo?It’snot

evenadaysinceyouarrivedandalready

youbeingababy.

Lebo:Mythanksforraisinguswell

queenmother,forshowinguploveand

treatingusequallyandyesam thebaby

ofthefamily.

Mapula:Igiveup!(shethrewherhands

intheairandThabisojustlaughed)

Ntsika:SogayLebo!Sosogay

Lebo:Findamothertoloveyouand

leavemealoneam anonlychildandI

needtofeelthelove.

Kwezi:Nowyoutheonlychildnotthe

baby?

Lebo:Imeantam thebabyofthefamily



mylove.

Kwezi:Iwonderifmychildrenwillhave

spaceintheirgrandmotherbecauseyou

seem tobetakingeverything.

Lebo:That’snottrue

Tokelo:Keeptellingyourselfthat.

Kedibone:Ohyoupeopleareabreathof

freshair,Ihaveneverseenroyals

behavethewayyoudobutit’sbeautiful

towatch.

Mabotle:Obyouhavenseenhalfofthe

thingstheydoandhowtheybehave.I

tellyoutheyareworsethantheprincess.

Them:Mother!



Mabotle:What?(theysaidnothing)I

thoughtasmuchnowgofindyour

motherThabiso.

Lebo:Am going

Ntsika:Metoo

Lebo:Maiden!!!(themaidenscame

running)

Maiden:MyChief

Lebo:MakepopcornquicklyIneedthem

andsomecolddrinkandchocolates

pleasepackthem nicelyinabasketand

makeitquick.(themaidensrantodo

astold)

Mabotle:WhatisallthatforLebo?

Lebo:Mmmm



Mabotle:Don’tmmm mewhatisallthat

for?

Lebo:Justasnackmother.

Ntsika:Hahahlies

Lebo:Shutoryounotgettingany

(Ntsikakeptquiet)

Thabiso:Letsgetgoingthecarsare

ready.

Kedibone:QueenMotherMabotle,My

thanksforyourhospitalityAnd

accommodationwereallyappreciateit.

Mabotle:It’sapleasure(theywentto

thecarandthemaidencamewitha

buskerwithgrapes,bananas,nicely

slicedwatermelon,thepopcorn,juice,

cream ,strawberriesandchocolate)



Lebo:ThisshowshowmuchtheChief

wasmissed,youwentaboveand

beyonddearmaidenandmythanks.You

canhavetheafternoonoff.

Maidensmiledandthankedthechief.

Theyleftheadingtothehotelwherethe

queenwas.OntheroadwasThabiso,

Lebo,Ntsikaandthegrandparents.

LeboandNtsikawerebusyeatingfruits

from thebasketwhiletheytalkedcrazy

allthewaytothehotel.Whentheygot

thereLebotookthebasketwithand

theywenttothereceptionandaskedfor

theroom whichtheygotaftersome

difficultyandtheywentuptothequeens

room andknocked.Sheopenedlooking



likehell,herairwasamessandshewas

wearingpajamas.

Queen:Whataredoinghere?

Kedibone:Toseeyouprincess.

Queen:Me?Hahahha(shelaughedso

muchlikeshewaslosinghermind)am

sorrybutthisisthebestjokeIhaveever

heardinmylife.Kedibonesaidmeher

princessandshecametoseeme.

Hahahohwow.Thisistoomuch.Okay

youhaveseenmenowgoodbye

Kedibone.

Thabiso:Motherthisisnojoke,move

asideandletusin.

Queen:Forwhathuh?Didn’tyouside

withyourfatherwhenhechasedmeout?



Thabiso:Foragoodreasonnowmove.

Lebo:Shewaschasedout(he

whisperedtoNtsika)

Ntsika:Thisisnewstome(he

whisperedback)

Lebo:ThisiswhyIneededpopcorn!I

hadmissedalotofdrama.

Ntsika:YouAndmeboth

Lebo:Whatisthisgottodowithyou?

GotoyourowndramaintheZululand.

Ntsika:YouthinkIwouldbehereifthere

wasany?

Lebo:Mxm youpeopleareboring

Thabisoslightlymovedhismotheraside



andtheyenteredtheroom,itwasclean

andonecouldtellthatroom servicewas

onpointpitytheydidn’tcleantheowner

oftheroom.Theysatdownandshesat

inthefloorlegscrossedlikealittlegirl.

Queen:Let’sgetinwithWhyyouinvaded

myspace.

Kedibone:Nanaam sorryfornotbeinga

mothertoyouandagrandmatoPedi.

ThatisbecauseIdidn’tknowhow,my

ownmotherwasnotamothertome

andIinreturnwasn’tamothertoyou.

NotbecauseIdidn’twanttobebutI

didn’tknowhow.WhatIdidIthought

wasrightandnotcheckinguponPediI

thoughtwillmaketheproblem goaway.

Queen:Somysonwasaproblem?



Kedibone:That’snotwhatam saying,

theproblem wasme,ithasalwaysbeen

me.Ifailedyou,mybrother,myfriend

andmygrandson.Am sorrytoallofyou,

Iknowitwon’tchangeanythingbutI

wantyoutoknowthathadIknownloveI

wouldhavegivenyouthesamebutI

didn’tthereforeIgaveyouwhatwas

giventomeandmadeyoufeelexactly

howIfeltwhenmymotherdidn’tcare

aboutme.Am sorryforthatmyprincess

andnomatterhowmuchofabad

motherIwasbutyourfatherlovedyou,

helovedyoufrom thedayhemetyouto

thedayhedied.Iontheotherhandonly

feltlovetoday,Ionlyfeltwantedand

caredforonlytodayandIcametosayI



loveyou.Imightnotknowhowtoshow

itoranythinglikethatbutIdoloveyou.

WhenIgotothegodsIwillaskmy

grandsontoalsoforgivemeandmaybe

trytobeabettergrandmatohim that

side.

Queen:Youbrokememother,youtook

alltheloveIhadandyoukilledit.

Kedibone:Am sosorrymydearprincess

andpleasemakethingsrightwithyour

childrenandhusbandbecausetheylove

youmorethananything.Learnto

humbleyourselfwhenyouwrongand

makepeacewithwhathashappened

andalsolearnfrom yourmistakes.You

wrongedyourfamilyandit’stimeyoufix

itthencomehometogetherasafamily



sothatwecansendoffPediwithdignity

astheroyalprinceofBaTlakwana.

Queen:Mythanksmother.

Kedibone:Pleasegohometodayandfix

thingsbecauseIwantyouhome

tomorrowfortheritualbecauseifnot

them Imightnothavethetimetodoit

again.

Queen:Whatareyouthatbusynow?

Kedibone:Nodearthegodshaveme

twodaystolive.

Queen:Ohmotheram sosorry.

Kedibone:It’salrightnowgogetcleaned

upandgotoyourhusband.

Queen:Okaythen.



Thequeenwentandgotcleanedup

whiletheothersleftgoingtoBaKoena

andtheroyalsofBaTlakwanagoing

backhometopreparefortheritual.Yes

theirkingdom andpalacewereamass

buttheyhadnotimetothinkabouttheir

imageatthemoment.
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Themysticalland (notedited)

Thefirstlinedefensemovedforward

whichwastheseahorsesleadbyqueen

Letsatsi.Mapula’swasseconddefense

withthemermaidsandBahomi’steam

wasthethirdonewiththesquints.

LuciferlookedatNyolodiandhesmile

athowbeautifulshestilllooks.He

himselfwasnotugly,Imeanwhenhave

youeverseenthedevilugly?Becauseif

hewashewouldn’tbeabletocharm a



lotofusnowwouldhe?Thedevilisin

anythingbeautifulandappealingtous

andasusualwealwaysfallforit.The

demonswerereadytotakeonthethe

pureofthepurest,buttheywerenot

fazedatallbythat.

Lucifer:Myheartwedon’thavetodo

this,Idon’twanttodestroyyourpalaceI

justwantyouwithme.

Nyolodi:YoucamehereformebutI

refusetogowithyou,thisisthelandof

thepureandIwillprotectitwithallI

have.

Lucifer:Wouldyouevenkillmemyheart?

Nyolodi:Withoutremorse

Lucifer:Ifyouwouldbesocruelastokill



methenIguessyoureallyaremyheart.

Nyolodi:Protectingthisplacedoesn’t

meanIhaveaevilheartLuciano.

Lucifer:Ohfather!Shecalledmeby

name,nottheangelofdeathbutbymy

name!Doyouknowhowgoodmyname

soundscomingfrom herlips?

Whilehewasstillgoingonandonabout

hisnameandhowgooditsounded

comingfrom Nyolodi.Letsatsifrozeon

ofthedemonsandtheseahorsebrokeit

makingitonedemondown.Whenthe

othersrealizedwhatwasgoingonthey

startedspittingfireburningeverythingin

sightkillingthefishintheprocess.But



thatwasmistakebecauseitwoke

Keabetswewithalotofpainbecause

thosefishthattheykilledareher

connectiontothemysticalland.When

shecriedoutloudherfatherrantothe

room andfoundherinbedcurledupinto

aball,hewenttoherandpickedherup.

Thabiso:Mywarriorwhatisgoingon?

Kea:Myking,pleasetakemetothe

mysticalland.

Thabiso:WhyMylittlewarrior?

Kea:Becausetheyneedmyhelp.Please

takemenow!!!(shecriedoutinpainas

Thabisostooduprunningtotheliving

room withherinhisarms.Tokelosaw

them anddropthecallhewasmaking



talkingtoLeboandwenttothecarand

openedthedoor)theydroveoutofthe

palacegoingtowardtheriverandInthe

carKeabetswewassquealinglikea

piglet.Theystoppedabitfurtherand

openedthedoorandtookheroutand

rantotheriver.

Keabetswe:DaddyleaveIwillbehome

withmommy.

Thabiso:Iwanttoseeyougoinfirst.

Keabetswe:Okay

Theportalofthegodsdidn’taskfor

passageassheknewhowdangerousit

wastodoso.Insteadshegotunder

waterandthefishwerealreadythere

andswam withhertothemysticalland



andwhentheygottherethefightwas

on.Letsatsiwouldfreezeademonand

Bahomiwouldvanquishit,Mapulawas

wouldstabandthemermaidswould

finishoff.Themysticallandwastainted

withbloodandtheyallknewthatafter

thisitwillhavetobecleansed.

Keabetswetookallthefishandthe

smallcreaturesoftheseaandtook

them intohidingthenshemadeherway

uptotheopeningoftheportalwithout

anyonenoticingandstartedopeningit.

Shehadalayerthatpreventedthe

demonsfrom comingoutbutmadeone

sothattheoneswhoweretherecould

getout.Lucifernoticedthisandhegot



veryscaredtoapointwherehestoodup

veryslowandunnoticedandflewtothe

portalgoingbacktotheunderworld

leavinghisdemonsbehind.Butbefore

hecouldleavehecalledouttoNyolodi.

Lucifer:Tillwemeetagainmyheart!

(whenNyolodisawthathewasrunning

shewentafterhim butbeforeshecould

getthroughtheportalKeabetsweclosed

it.

Keabetswe:Nograndma,ifyougoafter

him youwon’tcomebacktothisland,

worrynotyouwillgethim.

Nyolodi:Youarewisedearportal.(she

flewbacktothegroundandtheystarted

destroyingthedemons)Keabetswe

wenttowntoandshestartedblowingair



totheslimygreenstuffthatisleftwhen

thedemonsarevanquishedanditflew

totheportal.Somefeltoutaslimy

greenliquidwhileotherleftaredone

andothersleftsomethingthatlooked

likemucusandshewascleaningallof

that.

Thedemonswerevanquishedandit

wasalmostsunriseandKeabetswehad

worktodoathomewithhergreat

grandmotherandgrandmother.

Keabetswe:Myqueen

Mapula:Myprincess

Keabetswe:It’salmostsunriseandI

havetobehomebeforehearrives



Mapula:He?

Keabetswe:Maham supposedtohelp

grandma.

Mapulawenttothequeens

Mapula:Myqueenwearesorrywecan’t

stayandhelpyouwiththecleansing

becausetheportalhasworkintheland

oftheliving.

Nyolodi:Itisalrightchildandthankfor

fightingwithusandyoutoodear

princess.

Bahomi:GoAndsetherfreeprincess

Keabetswe:Mythanksmyqueen.

KeabetsweandMapulawentoutofthe

waterandtheywereverytiredfrom



fightingalmostthewholenight.They

gottothesurfaceandwalkedtothe

palace,laughingandtalkingabout

anythingintheworld.Whentheygotto

thepalacetherewasacareatthegate

enteringandKeabetswerantoitwith

Mapulafollowingbehind.

Keabetswe:Uncleyouback!

Lebo:Yesprincesshowareyou?

Keabetswe:Am fineunclewhereis

auntieKwezi?

Lebo:Sheisasleepinthecar

Mapula:Brother

Lebo:Moloiwahaeso,ojwangngwaneso?

(ourwitch,howareyoumysister?)



Mapula:Youfirstcallmeawitchthen

askhowIam?

Lebo:YesBecauseam angryyoupeople

didn’ttellmeaboutthefightofthe

witchesthatwasgoingonhere.

Mapula:Butyouwereonhoneymoon.

Lebo:So?AndIcalledNtsika

Mapula:ForWhat?

Lebo:Iliedandtoldhim wehave

businesstotakecareof.

Mapula:Lebo!(shereprimanded)

Lebo:What?

Mapula:Igiveup

Tokelo:Mybrotherishome(hesaid

goingtothem)



Lebo:Hellno!Am notyourbrother

Tokelo:HawuLeboWhatdidIdo?

Lebo:Whydidn’tyoutakeavideoof

whatwasgoingonhereinsteadof

callingmewhenam alreadyhalfway

here?

Tokelo:Brothertherewasnotimethe

thingwasreal.

Lebo:Isitevernotrealwithyoupeople,

am beginningtothinkthatmotherandI

aretheonlynormalpeopleinthishouse.

Kwezi:Yhoothenoiseyoupeoplemake!

WenaLebonormalforthatwhatwhen

youjustascrazy?Myfriendhelpmeto

mychambertorest.

Mapula:Ohwithpleasure(theywentin



leavingthebrothersoutsidearguing

aboutvideosandallthat)

Everyonewasnowgatheredinthe

diningtableeatingthemorningfeast.

QueenMabotlewasthere,Queen

Kedibonewasthere,hermotherwas

there,Mapula,Thabiso,Reneilwe,Lebo,

KweziandthekingTokelo.Whenthey

wereabouttofinishKeabetswecame

downandwenttostandbythetable.

Keabetswe:It’stime.

Lebo:Timeforwhat?Andam sorryif

am goingtoberudebutwhoarethese

people?

Mabotle:Thesearetheroyalsof



BaTlakwanamyson,grandmotherof

Thabisoandhermother.

Lebo:Okayapleasuretomeetyou

royals.

Kedibone:Thepeopleoftheirspalace

havenorespect,howcanyouaskthe

guestswhotheyarelikethat?

Lebo:HahahbecauseIhavetherightto

know,Iam thechiefofthislandand

whoevercomesintothispalacehasto

gothroughmefirst.Justbecauseyou

camewhenIwasnotheredoesn’tmean

Ishouldn’tcarewhoyouare.

Kedibone:ButweAlreadyheresoyou

couldhaveassumedthateveryonehere

knowsus.



Lebo:AndwhywouldIdothatbecause

forallIknowyoucouldbeholdingthem

hostageintheirownpalace.

Grandma:Ilikethischild!Myqueenyou

raisedhim.

Kedibone:TrustyouMothertotakethe

strangerssideinsteadofmine.

Grandma:Whoareyouformetotake

yourside?

Lebo:Ilikethisgrandma!

Thabiso:Whydidyoucomebackagain?

Lebo:YoucrazyifyouthinkIwasgoing

tomissanymoreactionandNtsikahas

arrivedhere20minutesagoandhewill

behereanymomentnow.



Tokelo:WhyisNtsikacoming?

Lebo:BecauseItoldhim wehave

businesstoresolve.

Tokelo:Whatbusinessisthat?

Lebo:Theactioninthispalace,wehave

missedenough.

Tokelo&Thabiso:Lebo!

Grandma:Ilikethischild!(shesaid

smiling)

Lebo:What?

Mapula:Theprincesssaiditwastime

solet’sgooutside.

Lebo:Ntsikahasajetthatiswhyhegot

heresoquicklyandhewillbehereany

momentnow.



Kwezi:Babewearenotwaitingfor

Ntsika.

Ntsika:Why?(hesaidcomingin)

Lebo:Youmadeit!Great!Theprincess

saidit’stimeWhyareyouallstillsitting?

Ntsika:YeahWhy?

Kwezi:Butyoudon’tknowwhatwewere

talkingaboutyoujustgothere.

Ntsika:Doesn’tmatterfornowitstime

(hesaidgoingoutsidewithLebo)

Keabetswe:Ohuncle!Imissedthem

though.

Thabiso:Weallmissedthem princess

butyhooo.



Theyallwentoutsideandstoodina

circleholdinghandbutqueenKedibone

didn’twanttoholdanyone’shand.

Keabetswe:Greatgrandma!

Grandma:Yeschild

Keabetswe:Hishere

Grandma:ButIdon’tseehim.

Keabetswe:Praisehim grandma,he

sayshestilllikesitwhenyourecitehis

clannames.

Grandma:Ohchild,mychildLebonelaba

Taung,bataungbahahlalele,batho

basajinglebeselakgomoetswana.

HlahakeoboneMotaung.(sherecited

hersonsclannameswithtearsinher

eyesandwhenshewasdoneshesaid,



showyourselfformetoseeyou

Motaung)

Kedibone:EvenafterdeathLebonestill

likesattention,Idon’tevenknowwhywe

callinguponghostshere.

Ntsika:Ilikeher!Whoissheagain?

Lebo:Thabiso’sgrandma

Ntsika:Issheawitchtooorshe’sknew

intheindustry?

Lebo:New!

Kedibone:Mihlolo!(wonders!)Icanstill

hearyou

Lebo:Wewerenotwhispering

Keabetswe:Pleasekeepquietanduncle

chief,helikesyou.



Lebo:Wholikemeprincess?

Keabetswe:GreatuncleLebone

Lebo:No!Tellhim nottolikememy

princessbecauseaghostpersonisyour

unclekingnotme.

Keabetswe:Ohunclethereisnonelike

you.

Justthentheweatherchangedinthe

palace,strongwindblewandafew

cloudsgathered.Whiletheywerestill

lookingatthatavoicespoke.

Voice:Greetingsmother!

Grandma:Lebone!

Lebone:YesMother

Grandma:Ohchildwhereareyou?Let



meseeyouplease.

Lebone:Rightbehindyoumyqueen

(everyoneturnedandsawLebone

standingthere,hewasatallyoungman,

withagoodstructureandbold

shoulders)

Grandma:Myson!Myprince!Ohbaby

youleftme,whydidyouleaveme

Lebone?Whydidyoutakemylightaway

from me?(shewascrying)

Lebone:Ididn’twanttoleavemotherI

wasforcedto.

Grandma:Bywhatorwho?

Kedibone:LeboneBrother!HowIhave

missedyou!(shesaidgoingcloserto

him)



Ntsika:She’sshady

Lebo:She’sawitch

Lebone:StaywhereyouareKedibone,

motherasyoususpectedKedibonehad

ahandinmydeatheventhoughshe

didn’tdoitherself.

Grandma:Howdoyoumeanmyprince?

Lebone:ThedayIdiedKedibonehad

organizedyoungmenfrom two

kingdomsandtoldthem Iwantedto

marrytheirprincessesandputthem in

polygamyandbackthennoprince

wantedtheirsistertobeinpolygamyso

theprincesfrom bothkingdoms

organizedyoungmenandwaitedforme

bytheriver.WhenIgottheretheybeat



meupuntilImetmyend.Am sorryI

couldn’tfightmyqueenbuttherewere

toomanyofthem.

Kedibone:ThatisnottrueLebone

Lebone:Kedibonemysisterforoncetell

thetruth,youareabouttojoinmeinthe

landofthedeadyesitwon’tbetoday

becauseyouhavetomakepeacewith

yourdaughterfirstbutyouarejoining

meintwodays.Weatheryoumake

peaceornot.

Kedibone:YouhaveeveryLebone,

everything!Motherandfather’slove,

theirattentionandyougotwhateveryou

wanted.WhichmademefeellikeI

wasn’tpartofthefamily,likeIwas

maybenotyourbiologicalsisterand



theywerenotmyparents.Iwantedtobe

lovedjustlikeyou,Iwantedtobetaken

careofjustlikeyou.Butmotherhasno

timeforme,evenwhenIbecamea

womanmotherwasnotthere,Icried

myselftosleepnotknowingwhatIhad

donewrongtobebleedinglikethat,my

friendBahomihelpedmeandexplained

tomewhatwashappeningandwhenI

askedhowsheknewshesaidher

mothertoldher.ThatdayIdiedinside

knowingthatmymothernevertookthe

timetotellmesuchthingsbecauseshe

wasbusywithherprince.YesIhada

handinyourdeathandam sorrybutat

thetimeIthoughtmotherwouldloveme

ifIwastheonlychildshehadbutno!



ShehatedmesayingIkilledyou.WhichI

didevenifitwasn’tbymyhand.

Grandma:Kedibone!

Staytunedformore
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)



Mapulawassleepingpeacefullyinher

chamber,itwasintheearlyhoursofthe

morningwhenadream cametoher.She

wasinthebattlefieldandtherewaswar

BaKoenawasbeingattachedandshe

wasinthemiddleofthewarwearingher

warattirefrom BaKoena,butwhenshe

lookedproperlythepersonthatwasin

themiddleofthewarfightingwasnot

herbutherdaughterKeabetswe.She

wasinbetweenmenfightinglikeatrue

warriorholdingaspearandshield,she

wasnotfarfrom thebattlefieldand

keptoncallingouttoherandtellingher

tolookout.Shefeltlikeshewasbeing

pulledbackandshewokeupdrenched



insweatandshewasinherhusbands

armswithhim rockingherbackand

forthbutshecouldsleepagain.Shewas

terrifiedofwhatshesawandwondered

whatitmeantbutwhatsurprisesheris

thefactthatherdaughterlookedso

happytobethereandthatdidn’tsitwell

her.

Thabiso:Wannatalkaboutit?

Mapula:Am worried,thedream Ihad

didn’tfeellikeadream butavisionfor

thefuture.

Thabiso:Whatvisionisthatmyqueen?

Mapula:Keabetswewasatwarandshe

wasolder,atfirstIthoughtitwasme

whowasinthebattlefieldbutwhenI



lookedcloselyitwasKeabetswe.

Thabiso:Whatwasthewarabout?

Mapula:BaKoenawasbeingattackedby

otherkingdomswarriors.

Thabiso:Inthisgenerationdoyouthink

therearestillwarriors?

Mapula:Wedon’tknowthewaysofthe

godsmyking,thismightbethem telling

usthatnoteverythinghadtohandled

themodernway.Thegodsmaywant

greatwarriorstocomefrom BaKoena,

maybetheywantforustoteachour

childrenthetruewaysofourculture.

Thabiso:Doyouthinkthatthedream

hasanythingtodowiththefactthatI

callKeabetsweawarrior?



Mapula:Keabetsweisnotjustaportal

butatruebornwarrior,ourdaughterwill

leadmentobattle.

Thabiso:Idon’tlikethesoundofthat,

Keabetsweshouldbeatrueprincess

andmarryagreatprince.

Mapula:Ourwishforherandthatofthe

godsaredifferent.

Whiletheywerestilltalkingtheyheard

screamingandtheywentoutrunningto

thedirectionofthescreams.Whenthey

gottherethequeenmotherwasalready

there,thescreamingwascomingfrom

Lebo’schamber,Kweziwasaboutto

givebirth.



Mabotle:Thereisnotimeisnotimeto

callthedoctorbringmetowelsand

warm waterMopula,Lebo,Tokeloand

Thabisogetout!

Lebo:ButMothershe’sinpainletme

stay(hewasworriedbecauseKwezi

wascrying)

Mabotle:It’snotlikeyouwillbeableto

takeawaythepainnowgetout!(Tokelo

andThabisotookhim outoftheroom

andtheywenttotheloungebecausehe

didn’twanttobeclosebecauseLebo

couldn’ttakethehercries)

Mapulacamewiththewaterandthe

towelsandthequeenmotherhelped

Kwezigivebirthtohertwins,Tokelohad

alreadycalledthepalacedoctorandshe



wasinherway.5minuteslateralittle

cryfilledthechamberandthefirstbaby

wasaboy.Whileshewastryingto

regainherstrengthwithMapuleholding

thebabythepainsstartedagain.In2

minuetsthesecondbabycameandhis

criesfilledthechamberagain,thethree,

Tokelo,ThabisoandLebocouldn’twait

nowtogointherebuttheyknewbetter

thantodefythequeensorders.Kwezi

regainedherstrengthandthedoctor

cameaswellandcheckedthebabies

andtheywereperfectlyhealthy.The

thirdbabywasstillkickingandplaying

insidehermother,theywaitedand

waitedbutthebabywasn’tcomingout.



Mapula:MotherWhatisthis?

Mabotle:Idon’tknowchildbecause

twinscomeoneaftertheotherjust

minutesapartbutIhaveneverseenthis.

Doctor:Itisararecaseindeedbecause

itdoesn’tlooklikehiscominganytime

soon.

Kwezi:Keabetswe!

Mapula:What?

Kwezi:KeabetsweMapulaoncesaid

thatthegirlwashers

Mapula:YesIrememberthatsowhat

doesthatmean?

Mabotle:ItmeansKeabetswemust

comeandgetherbabygirlout.



Mapula:Motherdoyouthinkthatisa

goodidea.

Doctor:AsmuchasIdon’tlikeitbutit

mightworkbecauseIknowhowyou

peopleare,youarestrangeand

powerfulandam sureyouchildrenare

justthesame.Ihaveworkedinthis

palacelongenoughnotto

underestimateanythingoranyoneso

theprincessmustcome.

Mapula;Letmegocallherthen.

Kwezi:Thankyoufriend.

Mapula:Anythingformygodchildren.

(Mapulawentoutandtheguyscame

runningtoher)

Lebo:Whatisgoingonsister?Arethe



babiesokay?CanIgoin?Ismywife

alright?

Mapula:YhoBrothersomanyquestions?

Thabiso:Answerhim myqueenbecause

hisreallyworried.

Mapula:Okay!Thetwolittlechiefsare

perfectlyhealthybuttheprincessstill

wantstoplayinsidehermother.

Lebo:Am aDad!Guyam afather!

Tokelo:CongratulationsBrotheram so

happyforyou!(hehuggedhim butLebo

quicklypulledoutremembering

something)

Lebo:Whatdoyoumeantheprincessis

stillplayinginsidehermother?



Mapula:Iwillexplainlater,rightnowI

havetogogettheprincess.

Thabiso:What?Whatfor?(Mapula

didn’tanswersheleftthem thereand

wenttogettheprincess,shegottoher

room andfoundheroutofit,shewasin

herportalstate)shegotinandsaton

thebednexttoher.

Kea:She’sfinemother.

Mapula:Iknowsheismyprincessbut

weneedyounow.

Kea:LetmetellherIwillmeetherwhen

Igetthere.

Mapula:Keabetsweareyoutalking

aboutthebaby?

Keabetswe:Yesandhernameis



Nteboheng.

Mapula:Myprincessyoucan’tgivethe

babyanamewithouttalkingtoauntie

Kweziandunclechildfirst.

Keabetswe:It’snotmeMotherit’s

grandpa,hesaystheboysnamesare

TebohoandTomelo.

Mapula:Yhoocanwegonow?

Keabetswechangedhereyesandthey

lefttheroom goingtowhereKweziwas,

whentheypasttheguystheylookedat

them andbutdidn’tsayanything.The

momenttheprincessgotintheroom

Kwezistartedhavingpainsagain.

Doctor:Thisisunbelievable!



Mabotle:RebaKoenaronaausirebatho

bametsing(theAreBaKoenasisterare

creaturesofthewater)

Doctor:Ohnomyqueen,Ihaveseena

lotinthispalacebuttomethingtake

thecup.

Kwezi:Thebabyiscomingoutandam

notpushingsomeonepleaseholdher

(thedoctorwentclosertoherandwhen

shelookedthebabywasalready

halfwayout)thedoctorcouldn’tbelieve

hereyesbecauseKweziwasjust

relaxingandnotpushingbutthebaby

wascomingout.Shetookthebabyand

cupthecord,shecleanedherupbut

whenshewasabouttogivethebabyto

hermothertheprincessstoppedher.



Keabetswe:GrandpasaidImustbethe

firsttoholdNtaboheng.

Kwezi:Ntehoheng?

Keabetswe:Yesgrandpasaidhername

NtebohengandtheboysareTeboho

andTomelo.

Kwezi:Thosearebeautifulnames

though,thankgrandpaformeandyou

canholdyourbaby.(Keabetsweheld

thebabyandthemomentsheheldher

thunderrumbledthreetimes)

Keabetswe:Itisdone(shesaidand

handedthebabyovertoKweziandran

outoftheroom)

ThedoctorcleanedherupandMapula



andthequeenchangedthebedand

helpedKwezionthebedandMapula

tookthedirtythingsandputthem ina

bagandwentoutandhavethem toa

maiden.Thentheguyswereallowedto

goin,Lebowasholdinghisprincess,

whileTokeloandThabisoheldthetwo

littlechiefs.Lebowasoverthemood

aboutthenameshisfathergavehis

babiesbutmostlybecausehehadno

cluewhathewasgoingtonamethem.
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Everyonewasbackatthepalaceandthe

moodwasnotanotgoodatall,

everyonewasdownexpectforLeboand

Ntsikaofcourse.Everyonewasworried

aboutthisbabyandmoreespecially

Mapulabecausesheheardwhatthe

queenNyolodisaidaboutLucianoand

nowhavinganotheronerightintheir

familyandkingdom wasscaringher.

Thismeanttheywillhavetobeonguard

fortherestoftheirlives.Andanother

issueisnotknowingwhowillhavethe

childbutthatdidn’tmattermuch

becauseeveryonewillbeaffectedbyit.



Theprincesscameinwhileeveryone

wasquietandintheirownspace.

Kea:SunriseGreetingseveryone

Thabiso:Greetingsmylittlewarrior

Kea:Whatareyouallsadwhentheday

isthisbeautiful?

Mapula:Wenotsadmyprincess

Kea:Yesyouarebecauseunclekingis

goingtohaveaprincewithdarkpowers.

Them:What?

Kea:Unclekingishavingaprinceand

grandpawantstotalktoyouuncleking.

Tokelo:Princessyoumeanam theone

whoisgoingtohaveachild?

Kea:Yes



Reneilwe:HowcanIevenbehappy

aboutthispregnancy?

Mapula:Heylisten,youaregoingtobe

happyaboutthischildbecauseit’syour

firstoneandbecauseeverychildisa

blessingfrom thegods.

Kea:Theywouldnothavegivenyouthe

childtobeginwithiftheydidn’tbelieve

youwillcanhandlehim andbeside

grandpawillbeheretoguideyouandhe

willbegoodifyoushowhim how.

Tokelo:Letmetalktograndpamy

princess.

Keabetswewenttotheloungeand

everyonefollowedherin,Reneilwewas



verysadaskingherselfwhatitisshedid

todeservethisfrom thegods,shewas

tryingveryhardtokeepcalm and

convinceherselfthatthiswillbeokay.

Theysatonthecouchesandlookedat

theprincess.Shesatonthefloorand

closedhereyesforafewsecondsand

whensheopenedthem theywere

changingcolorlikewhathermothers

eyeswerewhenshewantedtoconnect

withherfatherwhilestillpregnantwith

her.Hereyeswentfrom bluetogreen,

whiteandblackandthentheystayedon

brightblue.

Ntsika:Thiswitchcraftisfuntowatch,

it’slikeam watchingamovieeachtime

hereandthishappens(hewhisperedto



Lebo)

Lebo:Waittillthedevilgetshere(he

whispersback)

Ntsika:WhenthathappensIwillbehere

everydayinfactIwillmoveherejustsoI

canwatch.

Lebo:ThenIwillhelpZasembokillyou

whenthedaycomesbecauseyoustupid.

LerumospokethroughKeabetswe.

Lerumo:LebohangLebenya!Areyou

evergoingtogrowup?

Lebojumpedfrom thecouchandlanded

onhisbottom inthefloorandeveryone

couldn’thelpbutlaughbecauseheand

Ntsikaweren’tconcentratingonwhat

washappening.



Lebo:Father!

Lerumo:Don’tFathermegetupsothatI

cansaywhatIcameherefor.

Lebo:Oldmanhowcanyouscareme

likethat?

Lerumo:CallmeoldonemoreLebohang

Lebo:DidIsayold?NoImeanwiseman.

Youcantalknowam seated.

Lerumo:Idon’tneedyourpermission

nowkeepquiet.

TheyallkeptquietespeciallyTokeloand

Reneilwebecausetheyweremore

scaredthanworriedofwhatwas

coming.



Lerumo:Mydaughterandqueenof

BaKoena,donotdespairthechildisa

blessingbutthechildwon’tbelikea

normalchild.

Tokelo:Whatdoyoumeanfather?

Lerumo:Thechildwillbebornafter6

monthsbecausethelongerhestaysin

themother’swombthemorepowerthe

devilwillgetoverhim,heworksmostly

withthelast3monthsofthepregnancy

sincethechildismoredevelopedthen

andwillbeeasytotransferhispowers

withoutkillingthechild.

Reneilwe:At6monthsfatherhewillstill

beweak,howcanhesurvive?Because

childrenbornatthattimehardlysurvive.



Lerumo:Don’tworrychildhewillbefine

wearehereandhisaMokoenasohe

willbejustfine.Don’tbealarmedbythe

changesyouwillundergoduringthis

pregnancyjustknowthatitwillbeus

doingwhatwecantomakesurehe

doesn’ttransfermorepowerintohim

thanhewantsto.

Tokelo:Father(hesaidinalowvoice

andhisfatherknewthathissonwas

scareandneededhim)

Lerumo:Tokelomyson,youaretheking

now,aleaderandahusbandandsona

father.Ineedyoutostandbyyourwife

atthistimeandlovethischildforheisa

blessingtobothyoutwoandthis

kingdom butwhenprovokedhecanbea



threataswell.

Tokelo:Whatdidthatwomanmean?

Lerumo:Thatoneisbothawitchand

angel.Shecouldn’tgetenoughofthe

powershegotasanangelsoshe

seekedmorepowerwhichresultedin

hergettingthewrongpowerfrom

someonewhowasnotgood.

Tokelo:Whatdidshemeanwhenshe

saidBaKoenawillburn.

Lerumo:Shemeantthatifthischildis

bornafter9months,thereisnothingwe

coulddobecausethepowerwouldhave

beentoomuchforustohandleor

control.HewillliterallydestroyBaKoena



withhisbarehandsandthereisnothing

anyoneofyoucandoaboutit.

Tokelo:Andyou?

Lerumo:Wecan’tdoanythingaboutit

eithermysonwhichiswhywearegoing

topreventthatfrom happening.Love

willbehisweaknessbutheartbreakwill

behispower.

Tokelo:Idon’tunderstand.

Lerumo:Whenhisshownlovehewillbe

justfineandwillhaveagoodheartbut

whenhisheartisbrokenthatwillmake

him strongerandnoonewillbeableto

stophim.

Tokelo:Youmeanwehavetowalkon

eggshellsaroundhim.



Lerumo:Noyouhaveenoughlovefor

him tofeelwithoutyouwalkingon

eggshells.Youwilldisciplinehim the

samewayIdidyouandLebohangand

youwilllovehim justthesame.Thelove

am talkingaboutistheloveawoman,

thelovethatmakesEverymanweak.

Tokelo:Sowewon’thavetoworryabout

anythinghappeninguntilhisateenager?

Lerumo:HahahyesandIhavetogonow.

Lerumoleftandnowthemoodhad

improved,theywerenowlaughingand

talk.ReneilweAndTokeloweremuch

betternow.Theyallwentandhadtheir

sunrisefeastasafamily.



Staytunedformore..
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

ThabisoandTokelowerefollowingLebo

tothebasement,whentheygottherea

guardwasthereandhewasinstructed

toopenandhedidastold.Themoment

thedooropenlightblindedLesegoashe



hasn’tseenlightinalongtime.He

closedhiseyestryingtoadjustthem to

thebrightlightthatjustcamethrough.

Hefinallyopensthem afterawhileand

sawthethreestandingthere,whathe

hadwashopewhenhesaw.Hopethat

hewillsoongetoutofthere,hopethat

theywilllethim gosothathecansee

hisfamily,hopethattheydon’tkillhim

sincetheyhavepunishedhim enoughby

lockinghim inthereforthislong.Lebo

wentclosertothelightandswitchedit

onandLesegowasclearlyrevealedto

them.

Lebo:Well!Well!Well!Whatdowehave

here?

Tokelo:Apigthatyouwerefatteningup



forthisday.

Thabiso:hahahthat’shilarious!Apig?

Tokelo:That’sWhatheis,Imeanno

mancanasstupidasthisone.

Lebo:Getupwearegoingsomewhere.

Lesego:Lookman,Igetthatyouangry

butthiswasnotmyidea,yesIwent

alongwithitbecausewhenIheard

KweziwasmarryingyouIjustlostit.

Lebo:Youlostit?

Lesego:YeahIlostitman

Tokelo:Whywouldyouloseitwhenyou

leftherheresingleforsomanyyears?

Lesego:Idon’tknow,butKweziisoneof

thegoodonesandthebestgirlfriendI



haveeverhadandhearingthatshe’s

gettingmarriedgottome.

Thabiso:Noyourgreedgottoyou,you

haveafamilybackinCanadayetyou

leftthem andcameheretofightfora

womanyoufelt.Whatdoyoucallthat?

Lebo:Am finetalking,yougetup!(he

saidtoLesegowithasternvoiceandhe

gotup)

Theywalkedaroundthebackandasked

theguardtobringthecararound

becausetheydidn’twanttobeseenby

theirwomen.Theguardbroughtthecar

aroundandtheydrovehim tothe

famousfieldwheretheybeatupNtsika



before.Theygotthereandtheboyswho

wereheadingthecowsweretoldto

movealongandtheydidastoldbythe

royals.Theygotoutofthecarand

LesegoremainedandthatangeredLebo

evenmore,ashewenttothedoorofthe

backandopenedit,signalinghim with

hisheadtogetout.Hesawthatthereis

nogettingoutofthissohegotoutof

thecarandstoodnexttoitlooking

around.

Lesego:Iforgothowbeautifuland

refreshinghomecanbe,backinCanada

allonecanseearetallbuildingsandthe

streetswithcarsandpeoplewalking

around.Itisnothingcomparedtothis,it

istruewhentheysayhomeiswherethe



heartis,nomatterhowbigorsmallbut

whenlovelivesinahomeyouare

blessed.(thethreewerejustlookingat

him rumbling)

Lebo:LesegoBeforeanythinghappens

hereIwanttoknowwhatBrian

promisedyourforyoutoleave

everythingtocomehere?

Lesego:It’sreallyfunnyactually,the

manpromisedmemyownconstruction

companyandabeautifulwifebymy

side,hisdaughter.HesaidIwasthe

bestmanforherasshewasather

happiestwhenshewaswithme.That

alonemademerememberthegood

timesIhadwithKweziandIjusthadto

comebackforher.



Lebo:Didyouthinkaboutyourlittlegirl

atallwhenyoutookthatdecision?

Lesego:ActuallyIdid,IknowKwezihas

abigheartandIknewifIhadherand

yakmydaughterafterwardsshewould

loveherasherown.

Lebo:Sohowdoyoufeelnowthatyou

didallthatnonsensefornothing?

Lesego:IreallyDon’tfeelanythingreally

becauseapartofmeknewthatifthis

goessouththatguywouldleaveme

withoutthinkingtwice.

Lebodidn’twastetimeandhethrewa

punchathim,whichwasnotexpected

byLesegosincetheyweretalking,he



stumbledbackwardsalittleand

regainedhiscomposure.

Lebo:Youcameheretoruinmy

weddingforforshitthatyouknew

wouldn’twork?Youmademeloseout

onthemostfunpartofmywedding,

dancingwithmywifebecauseIwastoo

outofitbecauseofthatdamn

chloroform thatyougaveme!

Lesego:Lookmanam sorry,allIwant

nowistogobackwhereIcamefrom

andlivemylife.

LebogotmoreangrythatLesego

wantedtoleaveandgobackwherehe

camefrom likenothinghappened.He

wentchargingtohim ashethrew

anotherpunchandheduckedjustin



timeandthatangeredLeboevenmore.

Heturnbackandwenttohim and

Lesegosawthathehadnochoicebutto

fightrightnow.Hetookpositionand

Lebogottohim andtheystarted

fighting.TokeloandThabisowere

sittingonthehaystackswatchingthe

twogrownmenfightinglikeschoolboys

fightingoveragirltheybothwanted.

Tokelo:Thesetwoarebothstrongand

theyfightwell.

Thabiso:Yeahtheydo,Lesegowasmy

fightsohefightsexactlylikeme

becauseweweretrainedbythesame

person.

Tokelo:Lebowouldlikethat.



Thabiso:Whatdoyoumean?

Tokelo:Leboisthekindofpersonwho

hatesamanthatstartstroublethennot

beabletofinishitwhenthegoinggets

tough.SeeinghowLesegofightsright

nowisfuelingLebotherightway.

Thabiso:Igotgetit?

Tokelo:SeewhenTerminatorcomesout

likefullyouttoplayyourboywillnot

standachance,hemightevendieifyou

don’tstophim.

Thabiso:Solet’sstophim.

Tokelo:NobecausenowLeboisjust

checkingwhereLesego’sstrengthis

thenfrom thereyouwillseearealfight

notthiswhereyouboygetstothrowa



punchathim.Terminatordoesn’twork

likethat,youdon’tgetcloseenoughto

throwapunchwhenhisouttoplay.

Thabiso:ThenIbetterwatchclosely.

LeboandLesegoweregoingatitand

Lebonowrealizingthatheisthekingof

manthatcanfightandstandhisground.

Terminatorcameouttoplayandhis

angercausedhisveinstopopoutinall

therightplaces,meaninghisforehead,

hisneck,hisarmsandhisjawsclutched

together.Lesegosawhim standingand

sawthatasanopportunityforhim to

fightandwinthisthisonceandforall.

HewentclosertoLebowantingtothrow

apunchbutheheldhisfirstsotightit



feltlikethebonesonhisfingerswere

breaking.Hetriedbeingstrongand

ignorethepainbutitwastoomuch,a

tearescapeshiseyeandhequickly

wipesitoff.Lebowasnotincontrolof

hisbodyandallhewantedtohearwas

thesweetsoundofhisbonescrushing

inhishandasheheldittighterand

tightercausingLesego’stearstoflow.

Hewassilentlycryingasthehiswhole

arm wasnowfeelingnumbbecauseof

thebloodflowthathasbeenstoppedby

Lebo’shandofsteel.

Thabiso:ThatIhaveneverseenbefore,

Leboisparalyzinghim withonehand

andthisguycan’tevenfightbackusing

theotherhand.



Tokelo:Youarewhatisdoingrightnow

isbreakinghisbonesinhishandand

fingersandbloodflowhasstopped

from thathandmakingthewholearm

numb.Youboywon’tbeabletofight

backduetotheamountofpainthatis

onhisarm rightnow.

Thabiso:Buthisotherarm isfreewhy

can’theisit?

Tokelo:Withthekindofpainhemustbe

feelingrightnowthat’sallhewill

concentrateonnothingelse.

Thabiso:HowDoyouknowaboutall

that?

Tokelo:Hahahohmanletmetellyou.

LeboandIusedtofightalotgrowingup,



wewerejustonly17andstillinhigh

school,wewereinseparablebutwe

foughtoverthemoststupidthingsyou

canthinkof.Fatheralwaystoldusthat

brotherstofightwitheachotherbut

theyfightforeachother,didwelisten?

No!Wecontinued,Fathergottiredofit

allandoneSaturdayhewokeusupand

toldustogetdressedweweregoing

somewhereandtoldusnotoworry

aboutbathingwewilldosowhenwe

cameback.Wegotdressedasfastas

wecouldandthetimewasaround8in

themorning,wethoughthewastaking

ustotownbecauseitwaslatefor

hunting,innotimeLeboandIwerein

thecarandfatherdroveustothisfield



andstoppedthecarwhenwegothere

andinstructedustogetoutandwedid.

Theoldmanhadasjambokandhesay

‘didInottellyouboysthatyoudon’t

fighteachother?’Wesaid‘yeswedid’

andhesaidandyetyoucontued?We

keptquietbecausewesawthesjambok

andthoughthewasgoingtobeatusup

butno!Hetoldustofightandhewill

watch.Welookedateachotherbutwe

didn’tfight,hetoldusagaintofightand

wedidn’t,hetookthesjambokand

startedbeatingustellingustofightlike

weusedto.Nowwithfatheryoucanran

butwhenhegetsyouit’sthesamething

again,thatmanwouldbeatyouupfor

daysifyoudarerunfrom him whenhis



beatingyousorunningwasnooption

forusforwefought.

Wefoughtsomuchthatwegottired

andwestoppedandhecamewiththe

sjambokandbeatusuptellingtofight

becausehedidn’tsaywecanstop.That

dayIdiscoveredghostandLebo

discoveredterminator.Iwassoangry

butnoatLebobutforbeingstupidand

notlisteningtoFatherwhenhetoldus

tostop,ghostsurfacedandIwasoutof

controlandLebodiscoveredterminator.

Wewerebothoutofcontrolfighting,

peoplewerescreamingatmyfather

tellinghim wegoingtokilleachotherif

hedidn’tstopus.Butthatmansatback



andkeptsippingonhistraditionalbeer.

LebogotholdofmyhandwhileIwas

throwingapunchjustlikeyourboythere

anddamnthepainIfeltwasbeyond

whatIhaveeverfeltbefore.Icouldfeel

mybonesbreakinginhishandmyarm

gettingnumb,Itriedfightingwithone

handbutiswasdifficult.Fatherstopped

thefightandwewerebothbruisedwith

ourbodiessore.Hedriveushomeand

whenwegottherewetookabathand

nursedeachother’swoundsandfrom

thatdayLeboandIneverfoughtbut

foughtforeachotherlikefathertoldus.

WhileTokelowastalkingtheywere

broughtbacktothefightbythescreams

ofLesegoandwhentheylookathim



LebohandBrockenbothhisarmsfrom

thehandtotheelbowAndTokeloknew

thathetriedfightingwiththeotherhand

andLebogotholdofittoo.Theyboth

wentrunningtoLeboandheldhim back

whilehewaskickingLesego’sribs

breakingthem intheprocess.

Tokeloheldhishandandrestrainedhim.

Tokelo:Brotherthat’senoughnow

(Lebowasbreathinglikeaviper)

Thabiso:Whatdowedonow?

Lebo:Takehim tothehospitalandcall

hisfamilytocometaketheirtrash.

Tokelo:Okayletsgo.



TheygotacryingLesegointothecar

anddroveofftothehospitaland

droppedhim thereanddrovehome,on

thewayThabisocalledhisfathertelling

him thatLesegowasinjuredandhisin

thehospital.Hisfatherwasshocked

thathissonwasevenhomebecause

thelasttimetheyspokehewasin

Canada.
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Insert63 (notedited)

Forgiveness,whenoneforgivesthey

don’tdoitfortheotherpersonbutfor

themselves,yespeopleforgivebutthey

neverforget,howeverwhatisimportant

istoforgiveyourselfforyourwrong

doingsandalsoforgiveyourselffor

expectingtoomuchofpeople.Your

expectationsarejustthatyoursnotthe

nextpersonandhateislikedrinking

poisonandexpectthenextpersontodie.

Itdangerous,butforgivenessbrings

peacetotheonewhowaswrongedand

tothepersonwhodidwrong.Thequeen

ofBaTloungdidherhusbandwrongbut

failuretoseeherwrongdoingscaused



herhusbandtotakedrasticactions

whichinturnbecamebeneficialtoher

aswell.ThequeenofBaTlakwanaalso

didwrongmanypeople,thatincluded

herparents,herbrother,herfriendand

lastlyherfirstgrandson.Nowshe’s

payingforhermistakesinthemost

horribleway.Imeannoonewantsto

knowwhentheywilldie,yesweprepare

butactuallyknowingthedateistorture.

Youtrybyallmeanstorightthewrongs

youhavedonebutcanyouactuallyright

them all?Theregretsyouhaveforthe

thingsyoudidn’tdobecauseyouhave

somanyresponsibilities,thewhatif’s

andtheIwonder’sanditnothealthy.



Thequeendrovehomethatnightinhigh

hopes,hopesthatherhusbandwill

forgiveher,hopesthatshewillgether

lifeandfamilyback.Hopesthatthings

willgetbetterandhopesthatthegods

willgivehermoretimewithhermother.

Shearrivedhomeandtheguards

openedforher,shedroveinandparked

thecar,shedidbreathingexercisesand

gotoutofthecarandwalkedtothe

house.Sheknockedlikesheisaguest

andthemaidenopenedforher.

Maiden:Myqueen(shebowedherhead)

Queen:SunsetGreetingsdearmaiden

whereistheking?

Maiden:Hisinthediningroom my

queen.



Queen:Mythanksdearmaidenyoumay

returntoyourduties.

Maiden:Mythanksmyqueen(the

maidenwassurprisedbythequeen’s

behaviorbecausesheisnotusuallythat,

she’saverydemandingpersonand

beingpoliteisnotoneofherstrong

points)

Thequeenwalkedtothediningroom

andthekingwaseatinghisevening

feastonhisown.Shewentandsatnext

tohim.

Queen:Myking(shebowedherhead)

King:Thequeenoftheland,howareyou

doingthisevening?

Queen:Iam wellmykingbutIwillbe



perfectoncemykingforgivesthe

foolishqueenhemarried.

King:Mmm (henoddedinagreement

andalsoindicatingforhertocontinue)

Queen:Letmestartbyapologizingbut

notforhidingPedibutfirstfordeceiving

youmakingyoubelievethatIwasstill

purewhenwegotmarriedwhenIwasn’t.

IwillnotblamemymotherbecauseI

alsohadabraintothinkandIshould

haveuseditanddonetherightthingand

Ididn’t.Ichosetheeasywayoutandam

verysorryformakingyoudoubtmeand

yourself.

King:Ihearyou

Queen:Ialsoapologizeforbeingselfish



andonlythinkingofmyself.Whenthe

truthcameoutIonlysawwhatIwanted

tosee,Imademyselfapriorityand

forgotthatnowIhaveafamilythat

neededanswersandexplanationtoall

thatIhavedone.HadItoldyouabout

Pedifrom thebeginningmysonwould

stillbealiveandmaybeIcouldhave

raisedhim withbutIwillneverknow

thatnowbecauseIdeprivedmyself,you

andmysonthechangetofindoutand

am sorry.

ForthewayItreatedourkidsam sorry,

foronlythinkingofmyselfam sorry,for

makingyoubelieveinanillusionofthe

personIam notam sorry,forsellingyou



dreamsthatwillnevercometrueam

sorryandifyouwillhaveme,Iwouldlike

tocomebackhomeandbethewifethat

youdeserve,agoodqueeninthisland

andabettermotherthanIwastoour

kids.

King:IneverchasedyououtbecauseI

don’tloveyouordon’twantyou

anymore,Ididthatsothatyoucandeal

withtheunderliningissuesthatcaused

youtobethekindofpersonthatyouare

today.Thisthingofyoursstartedafter

wegotmarried,notevenoncedidyou

visityourhome,youonlywentwhen

yourfatherdiedandthatwasit.When

theissuepersistedIknewthatIwasn’t

theproblem butyouandam gladthat



youhaveseenyourmistakesandmade

peacewiththem.

Queen:Mythanksmykingfortheking

words.Ifthekingwouldallowme,I

wouldliketodoasendoffceremonyfor

Pedisothathecan’tRestInPeaceandI

wouldliketodoittomorrowasthegods

havemymotheronlytwodaystolive.

King:Soyouwantedtodoitwhileshe

stilllives.

Queen:Yesmyking,butnotbecause

sheisneededbutbecauseIwouldalso

likehertomakepeacewithwhat

happenedtoPedibeforeshegoesand

joinsthem.

King:Verywellthen.Let’sgogetsome



restwehavealongdaytomorrow.

Queen:Mythanksmyking.

Thekingtookherhandandtheywent

andretiredtotheirroom forthenight.

BaTlakwanakingdom:

Thequeenofthelandhadnotimeto

wastesoassoonasshegottoher

kingdom shedroppedhermotherand

wenttothehouseofthewomanthat

wassupposedtoraisehergrandson.

Shegotthereandthewomanwas

sittinginarondavelwithacandlelight.



Thehousewasnotcompletelylitsince

thecandlewasonlyoneanddidn’t

providethatmuchlightsootherpartsof

thehousearedark.Thewomanwas

nowoldandfrail,doesn’tremember

thingsandlivesalonesinceshehadno

children.Butwhenthequeenarrivesshe

spoke.

Woman:Myqueen,Ihavebeenwaiting

foryou,thegodswon’tletmerestand

youtookyourtimegettinghere.

Queen:WhyDimakatso?

Dimakatso:Idon’tknow,butwhatIdo

knowisthatIwasandstillfullofhate,

hateformyhusbandforleavingme

becauseIwasbarren,hateforthegods

fornotgivingmeachild,hateforthe



womenwhohadchildrenyetdidn’tcare

forthem andhatefortheyoungchildren

whohadeverythingmuchlikeyouryet

chosetobringchildrenintheworldand

expectotherpeopletotakecareofthem.

Queen:SoWhydidyoukillhim?

Dimakatso:Becausewhenyoubrought

him here,itwaslikeyoucametomock

me,mockmyinabilitytohavechildren,

mockmysufferingandmockmyability

toraiseachild.Itwaslikeyoucameto

testmetoseeifIwillbeabletoraisea

childwhenIcouldn’thaveoneandI

hatedyouforit,yourdaughterforbeing

irresponsibleandthatchildforbeing

born.

Queen:Butheneveraskedtobeborn,



heneveraskedtobeabandonedandhe

neveraskedforagrandmotherlikeme

whoiscruelandcouldn’tlovehim like

hedeserved.HewasnottoblamebutI

wasandIdon’tblameyou.AllIneed

nowarehisremains.

Dimakatso:Theyareinthegardenright

atthebottom ofthegarden.

Queen:Thankyou.

Dimakatso:Nothankyouforcoming

andsettingmefreebutIalsohaveto

apologizetoyourdaughterforwhatI

havedone.

Queen:Iwilltalktoher

Dimakatso:That’sallIask.

Queen:Iwilltakemyleavenow



Dimakatso:MayIaskyousomethingmy

queen?

Queen:Yes

Dimakatso:Whywouldyoucomeforthe

remainsatthistime?

Queen:BecauseIjustlikeyoudon’thave

muchtoliveandIwanttogetmyaffairs

intoorderbeforeleavingthisworld.

Dimakatso:Icantellthatyounotthe

samepersonIworkedforallthoseyears

ago,youhavechangedandIhopethe

godsseethat.Hadyoubeenthesame

personIwouldhavemetmyendthe

timeyouheardIkilledtheprince.I

spilledroyalbloodandthegodsare

punishingme.



Queen:YounotaloneinthatandIhope

webothgettheforgivenessweneedto

RestInPeace.

Dimakatso:Ihopeso.

Queen:Iwillleavenowit’slate.

Dimakatso:Goodluckmyqueen.

Queen:Andtoyoutoo.

Thequeenwentoutandspoketothe

mortuarypeopleaswellasthechief

priestandheperformedtheritualof

takinghisspiritandtheboneweretaken

awayforidentificationbeforebeing

broughtbeckinthemorningforthe

ritualandburial.
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3Monthslater (notedited)

ThequeenofBaKoenawasnow

showinglikesomeonewhois6months

pregnantyearshe’sonly3moths.The

familyunderstandsandknowwhatis

happening,shehasnowbondedwith



thechildverywellandeverykickshe

getsfrom him bringsasmiletoherface.

Ashewouldkickshewouldbrushher

tummysmilingandsay‘youareloved

bybothyourparentsaswellasuncles

andaunts,Iwantyoutoknowwhatno

matterwhobreaksthatlittleheartof

yours,yourfamilywillalwaysloveyou’

thiswasherwayoftellinghim thathe

shouldneverthinkit’stheendofthe

worldwhenhisheartgetBrockenand

thathemustalwaysrememberthelove

hisfamilyhasforhim.Shegotoutofthe

showerandwrappedatowelaroundher

andwenttotheroom.Tokelowas

standingtherewithagowninhandand

handedittoher.



Tokelo:Youlookbeautifulmyqueen,I

neverthoughtyoucouldeverbemore

beautifulthanyoualreadywerebut

carryingoursonhasmadeyoumore

beautifulthanever.

Reneilwe:Mythanksmykingbutmy

backandfeetarekillingme.

Tokelo:ThatiswhyIam here,togive

youabackrubandafootmassage

beforewegoforourmorningfeast.

Reneilwe:Yousokindmyking.

Tokelo:Anythingformywifeandson.

ReneilwelaidonthebedwhileTokelo

rubbedherfeetandbackandwhenhe

wasdonetheywenttothediningarea

andeveryonewastherealreadyeating.



Tokelo:SunriseGreetingsfamily

Mabotle:Greetingsmyking!Mybaby

howareyouandhowistheprince

treatingyou?

Reneilwe:Am finemotherandtheprince

too,am justtiredallthetime.

Mabotle:Wellworrynotitsnormaland

youmustgetasmuchrestasyoucan!

Believemeyouneedit.

Tokelo:Why?

Mabotle:BecauseSheispregnancyand

tiredyoubighead.

Lebo:Tellhim mother,lookatmy

beautifulwifewhoisabouttopop,she

isalwaystiredandforevereating.



Kwezi:Don’tyoumeanyouarealways

eating?

Lebo:Yeahthat(theylaughedathim)

Justastheywerebusytalkingand

laughingeatingtheirfeast.Strongwind

blew,itblewsohardthattheroofofthe

palaceshook.Theylookedateachother

wonderingwhatwashappening

becausethesunwasshiningnotso

longago.Thewindblewevenharder

thattheyallstoodupandwentoutside

tocheckwhatwasgoingonandthe

momentthedooropeningitflewtothe

wallhittingithardasitcollidedwithit.

Thewindwassostrongthattreeleaves

wereflyingintheairandwashingwas



gettingloosefrom thepegsithangedon.

Justastheywerelookingatthatthe

womanwhocametothem from

BaTlakwanaappearedandthewind

calmedabit.

Woman:Royalfamily!Whatagood

morningitis.

Lebo:Maybetoyoubuttomeit’snot.

Woman:BecauseIdisturbedyourmeal?

Am sorrymydearChiefnexttimeIwill

havebettertiming.

Mapula:HowcomeIdon’tfeelyouwhen

youcoming?

Woman:Becausedearrainqueen,Iam

bothgoodandevilandwhenIcome

hereIwillnevercomeasmyevilself



becausethebarrierswouldburnme.So

IcomeastheangelIoncewasand

goodisnothreattoyouthatiswhyyou

don’tfeelme.

Mapula:Whyareyouhere?

Woman:TakeiteasymyqueenIdon’t

comeforyouorinbadspiritsIjust

cametoseehowthequeenoftheland

andourprincearedoing.

Reneilwe:Weareverywellthankvery

muchnowyoumayleave.

Woman:Iwillthelatekingdidn’ttellyou

everything.Iam themessengerofthe

underworldwhichisruledbymybrother

Luciferbutforthosewhoknowhim

personallyknowhim asLuciano.



Mapula:Whatdoesthedevilwant?(she

saidsteppinginfrontofReneilwe)

Woman:Easymyqueen,mybrother

wantsnothingyet!Hejustsentmeto

checkonthingsandIseewhyhehasn’t

beenabletofulltransferthepowerto

theprince.

Mapula:Bewarnedwoman.

Woman:Myqueenmyqueenmyqueen!

Itoldyouam nothereasevilam hereas

anangelasthatwastheonlywayI

couldgetinhere.Sothatmeansthe

thingsIdointhisform don’tmixwith

thoseIdointheotherform.Soworry

notmybrotherwillnotfindoutabout



thisuntilIseeitwhenam badthenhe

willsurelyknow.

Mapula:Whatmessagedoyouhave?

Woman:OhIforgotbecauseIgotit

whileIwasbadsonowit’sgonewith

thatperson.ButwhatIcantellyouis

that,ifyouwantyourchildfullysafe

evenwhenhisbornyouhavetobath

withthewaterfrom theriverandalsodo

thesametotheyoungprincewhenhe

comes.

Mapula:Mythanks.

Reneilwe;Thankyou.

Woman:Don’tforgetwhenImeetyouas

myevilselfdon’tthinkIwillremember

thisandIwon’thesitatetocaptureyou



formybrothersothathecanfully

transferthepowertohim.

Tokelo:Whyisitthatyoucan’t

rememberthegoodwhenyoubadbut

canrememberthebadwhenyougood?

Woman;Becausemyking?Iwasmeant

toprotectandtobepureofheartand

whenam inthisform allthegoodIonce

hadcomesbackandmyheartsoftens.I

willtakemyleavenow.

Thewomanlefttheyallwentbackinside

thehouseandsatinthelounge.

Lebo:IseethatlookinyoureyesBrother

andIknowwhatitmeanssoIaskthat

yourememberwhatfathersaid.



Tokelo:Am justtiredofallthedanger

thatissurroundingmychild,howmuch

morewhenhishereofdangerfollows

him now?

Mapula:Whenhisbornhewon’tbein

dangerbuthewillbethedanger.

Tokelo:That’sjustit!Idon’twantdanger

andprinceinthesamesentence.

Mabotle:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Tokelo:ThatIdon’twantdangerand

princeinthesamesentence.

Mabotle:TokeloWhatareyou?

Tokelo:Aking

Mabotle:BeforeThat

Tokelo:Aprince.



Mabotle:Youcangoaroundcirclesall

youlike,weallknowthatyouaredanger

yourselfandinfactthischildtakesafter

you.Justbecauseyouhavepurepowers

doesn’tmeantheydon’tdestroywhen

youareangry,thesamethingappliesto

thischildandthattomesayshisyours

throughandthrough.Idon’twantto

hearanyofyoutalkaboutmygrandson

likehewibesomepsychoandifheis

thenyouallarebecauseyourpowers

don’tmakeyouanydifferent.(she

stoodupandwenttoherroom leaving

them therequiet)

Reneilwe:Motherisright!Ifweactlike

thisnowhowmuchmorewhenhishere?



Hewillnoticethathistreateddifferently

andwillwanttoknowwhy.Idon’twant

mychildtofeellikehehasadisability

andcan’tdothingsforhimselfbecause

weworriedaboutwhathemightdo.

Evenpeoplewithoutpowersdo

despicablethingsandwhotreatsthem

differently?Noone.

Mapula:Youareright,thisisallknewto

usandIknowit’sdifficultbutwemust

try.Thatisaboutallwecandoanyway

dolet’sdoit.Thischildisoneofusand

weshouldtreathim thatway.

KweziWellIneversawanythingwrong

withhim whichiswhyIplannedababy

showerforyou.

Mapula:Kwezi!



Kwezi:OhsnapIforgotitwasasurprise,

blameitonpregnancymydearfriend.

Mapula:Wellsinceit’salreadyoutwe

areplaningababyshowerforyou,we

invitedBoitumelosinceshe’saboutto

givebirthaswellandZasemboand

she’spregnant.

Lebo:HowDoyouknow?Ohwaitdon’t

tellmeordon’tanswerthatIunderstand.

WhatIdon’tunderstandiswhyNtsika

hasn’tsaidanything.

Mapula:Becausehedoesn’tknowyet,

Zasemboisplanningontellinghim the

dayofthebabyshower.

Thabiso:OhlordIfeelsorryforthechild.

Lebo:Why?



Thabiso:Becausehisfatheriscrazyand

willembarrassthekid.

Lebo:Nohisfatheriscoolandhis

friendswillbejealousofhim.

Tokelo:Trustyoutosaythat.

Lebo:Don’tevenspeakTokelobecause

Icanalreadyseeyouastheuptight

father.

Kwezi:It’sfunnyhowyouseeTokelo

likethatwhenIseeyoulikethat.

Lebo:YeahsureIwillprotectthem butI

willnotbeuptight.

Kwezi:waittilltheygetheremylove.

Theguysexcusedthemselvesandwent



outinthegarden.

Tokelo:LeboIthinkthepigyouhave

beenfatteningupisnowready.

Lebo:Whatpig?

Thabiso:Lesego.

Lebo:Ohthat

Tokelo:YesThat!Whatdoesitseem like

youforgotabouthim?

Lebo:Ihavebecausehedoesn’tmatter

tomebutyouright,it’stimetoshow

thisguynevertomesswithwhat’smine

(nowwhenhesaidthathewas

TerminatornotthefunnyLeboeveryone

knew.Hethoughtofhowhealmost

ruinedhisweddingwithBrianandhis

bloodboiledashemarchedtowardsthe



basement)

Staytuned...
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Thepeopleofthekingdom didn’tsleep



thepreviousnightbecausesomewhere

helpingtheconstructionpeoplewho

werefixingtheirhousesandsomethe

roads.Theworkershadshiftsonefor

thedayfrom 8:00-18:00andthenight

shiftwouldstartfrom 20:00-6:00inthe

morningsoworkwasmovingfastand

thehouseswerecomingtogethervery

well.Atthepalacethemaidensandthe

cooksdidn’tsleepeitheritbecausethey

wereforcedbutwhenthesituationwas

explainedtothem theyweremorethan

happytohelpandworkthroughthe

night.Theywerebusypreparingforthe

ceremonytofollowingdayandthey

askedtobeinvolvedinitespecially

thosewhoknewtheprince.



Earlyinthemorningandthequeen

motherKedibonewokeupveryearlyin

themorningandaskedthedrivertotake

hertothemortuarytosignoutthe

prince’sremainswhenshewasdone

shewenttothefuneralhomeandchose

themostbeautifulcoffinforhim,paid

foratombstonewritten‘ToprincePedi

ArosiofBaTlakwanakingdom RestIn

PeaceMotlakwana’whenshewasdone

shewenthomeandarrivedthesame

timeherdaughterandhusbandarrived

andthetimewasaround8:39inthe

morning.

Queen:Greetingsmother

Kedibone;Greetingsmyprincessand



mysoninlaw.

King:Greetingsqueenmother.

Queen:Howarethepreparations?

Kedibone:Everythingissortedtheonly

thingthatneedstobedonenowisfor

thechiefpriesttoperform theritualand

forthegoattoappeasethegodsbut

thatwillbedoneaftertheremainsget

here.

King:Weretheyalreadydugup?

Kedibone:Itookcareofthatthe

momentIgothomeyesterday.

Queen:Mythanksmother.

Kedibone:am onlydoingwhatisright

formygrandsonandtryingtobethe



grandmotherhedeserves.

King:Thankyouqueenmother.

Ataround9AM thepeoplestarted

arrivingatBaTlakwana,theBaKoena

royalsarrivedwiththegrandchildrenof

BaTlakwanaThabisoandReneilwe.

TheywerewithNtsikaandthequeen

motherofBaKoenaMabotleMohapi.

Theywereallwearingtheirtraditional

attirestoshowthataroyaliswhatis

beingputtorest.Dishweshwe

traditionalSothodressesanddikobothe

Sothotraditionalblanketsledikotothe

Sothostockcarriedbymen.Allthese

wereworn,soonaftertheyarrivedthe

remainsarrivedandthechiefpriest



startedtheritual,thefirstgoatthatwas

slaughteredwastowelcometheprince

home,thesecondonewastoapologize

totheprinceforabandoninghim.The

thirdgoatwastoappeasetheancestors,

theforthgoatwastopavethewayfor

theprinceafterallthiswasdonethe

familywasaskedtosayafewwords

beforetheprincecanbelaidtorest.

ThequeenmotherKedibone’smother

caneforwardtosayafewwords.

Grandma:Mygreatgrandson,myprince,

am sorryforthepartIplayedinthis,I

hopeyouwillforgiveallofusafterthis

andIhopeyouwillmeetmehalfway

whenthetimecomeswithyourgreat



grandfather.IloveyouPedi.

Kedibone:Youareherebecauseofme

myprince,yourowngrandmotherput

youhere,Idon’tevenwanttoaskfor

yourforgivenessbecauseitwillnever

makeupforwhatIdidtoyou.Inever

gaveyouachancetolive,tobethechild

youweresupposedtobe,tolivethelife

youweresupposedtoliveandtobethe

husbandandfatheryouweresupposed

tobe.Whenwemeet,thatisifweever

meetIwantyoutogivemeachanceto

showyoutheloveInevershowedyou

whenyouwerestillinthisworld.Tillwe

meetagainprince.

Queen:Mybaby,IknowIwasn’ta



mothertoyou,infactIwasnevera

motherlessanythingtoyou,Ifailedasa

mother,asasisteroranythingIjust

failed.AndrightnowIdon’tknowwhat

tosaybutam sorry.Am sorryIwasn’t

there,am sorryIwasn’ttheretotake

careofyouandmostofallam sorryI

wasn’tamothertoyou.Iknowyousaid

youforgivemebutIstillfeellikeI

shouldhavedonemore.RestInPeace

nowmysonandIloveyou.

Thabiso:BigBrother,Iwonderwhatit

wouldhavebeenliketohaveabig

brotherbutnonethelessIloveyou.I

wishIcouldhaveknownyouandIwishI

couldhavehadyoufightingformeat

schoolandteachingmethingsthatonly



abrothercan.NowyouRestInPeace

anddon’tforgettovisitus.

Reneilwe:Ohbrother,Idon’tevenknow

whattosaytoyoubutIwishIcould

haveknownyou.IwishIhadthechance

topiggybackonyou,toaskyouforthe

mostridiculousthingsbecauseThabiso

didn’tgivemethat(everyonelaughed)I

wishIgottimetositwithyouandtell

youallthestupidthingsintheworldand

foryoutosayyouwillmakethem

happenbecausethat’swhatbig

brothersdo.IloveyouevenifIdidn’t

knowyou,youweremybrotherandyou

meanalottome.RestInPeace

Motlakwana.



Lebo:WellIam onlysayingsomething

becauseyousaidyoulikedme,butI

wantyoutoknowthatam verystraight

andIhaveawifeandkidsintheway.

Butifyoulikemeasabrotherthen

maybewewouldhavegottenalongvery

well.Imeanmanyourbrotherisboring

andisalwaysseriousmaybeyouwere

betterthanhim becauseyhooo,youcan

askNtsikahisbadlikethatand..

Mabotle:Lebohang!(shereprimanded)

Lebo:Am sorrymother,BrotherPediI

wanttosayyouwereaMotloung

becausetheyhavethenameofagreat

elephant.Youwerenamedafterthe

greatgreatgrandfatherofBaTloung

Pedikgatlatloponnjapokojwe.Iknow



traditionallyyouareaMotlakwanabut

askthegodswhattheywantedto

achieveorshowyouwhenthename

Pediwasgiventoyou.RestInPeace

andwhenwemeetpleasedoexplain

yourselfaboutthelikingthing.

Mabotle:LebohangLebenyakeng

kawena(LebohangLebenyaWhatisit

withyou?)

Queen:Lethim bemyqueenheliftedup

ourspirits.MythanksmydearChief

(Lebonodded)

Thepeoplewenttotheroyalburialsite

andtheprincewaslaidtorest.Everyone

wentbacktothepalaceandthey



washedtheirhandsandthefoodwas

served.Awomancameoutofnowhere

andwenttowhereMapulawassitting

withReneilwe,TokeloandThabiso.

Woman:RainqueenMapula,youremind

mesomuchofmyalmostdaughterin

law.Lookmyqueenthedevilisoutfor

bloodandyouhavetogoyourguard.

Thefuturekinghashispoweranditwill

beyourresponsibilitytomakesurethat

hedoesn’tturnoutlikehim orthewhole

ofBaKoenawillburn.(sheturned

aroundandstartedwalking)

Tokelo:Womanstoprightthere!(she

stoppedbutdidn’tturntolookathim)

whoareyou?

Woman:Theonewhowillhelpdestroy



BaKoenaifthechanceandopportunity

presentsitself.(shesaidandwalked

awayleavingeveryonewhoheardwhat

shesaidshockedandspeechless)

Ntsika:LookslikeIcamejustintimefor

thewitchcraft(hesaidsmiling)

Mapula:Ntsika!(shereprimanded)

Ntsika:What?Andwhoisthefutureking

sheistalkingabout?(everyonewas

quietbecausethefuturekingcouldbe

thesonofMapulaandThabisoorthe

sonofTokeloandReneilwe.Thefour

didn’thavewordsbecausetheywere

worriedthatoutofallthepowersthe

childrenofBaKoenacouldhaveWhere

didthepowerofdarknesscomefrom

becausetheyhavealwaysbeenthe



peopleofpeace.
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Therewasnowababyshoweranda

welcomingceremonyforthetwins.The

babyshowerisforaheavilypregnant



Reneilwewhoisnow4monthsintoher

pregnancybutshelookslikeshe7

months.Thebabyiskickinganddoing

allbabiesdoandwhenshewenttoget

checkedatthehospitaljusttomake

sureeverythingwasokay.Thepalace

doctorandherfriendattendedtoher

andtheyweretoldthatthebabywas

fine.Thepalacedoctorwasshockedto

seethatthebabyhasgrownsomuch

forhisage.Shewasthefirstpersonto

examineReneilweat12weeksandnow

at3monthsthebabylooks7months,

yesshewasshockedbythisbutthen

againsherememberedthatnothingis

whatitseemsatBaKoena.Thereit’slike

peoplearelivingintheirownworld



wheretherestofthepeopledon’texist.

ZasemboandNtsikaarrivedatBaKoena

afterbeingpickedupbythedriver,Lebo

didn’tevenwanttomoveawayfrom his

childrennotevenforaminute.Henow

sleepsinthenurseryandkeepsaneye

onthebabieswhilethemothersleeps.

Hisfoodisbroughtuptheresincehe

doesn’twanttoleavethem alone.Kwezi

andeveryoneelsespoketohim aboutit

buthewouldn’tlistentoanyone.Ntsika

cameupstairstoseehim becausehis

beeninthepalaceforthepasthourbut

hestillhasn’tcometoseehim sohe

decidedtogoupandseehim.

Ntsika:AwundodayamSuthu.(oh

Sothoman)



Lebo:Zuluboy.

Ntsika:Usuyaqalakemanjeukudelela

wenaLebo,hawumengikuyekeMinake

ngibhekeinganezami.(Youstartingto

bedisrespectfulLebo,letmeleaveyou

andseemychildren)hesaidgoingto

thekidsbedstoseethem.

Lebo:Youdostillrememberthatyou

haveawifeyoucanmakepregnantright?

Ntsika:Whichoneareyoutalkingabout?

Lebo:Howmanywivesdoyouhave?

Ntsika:Ihave2Zasembointombi

yomXhosantakamah!Intombiekhanya

ngamazinyokuphela.Kodwaumfazi

wamiwokuqalaYiMpandeyami,I

MpandeyomuziwoManzinimadoda!



Hayikeloyoungihlulangokuthakathanje

kuphela(IhavetwoZasemboaXhosa

woman!Adarkbeautythatisonlyher

teethshine,thenMpandeyomuzi

woManziniman!Youseethatoneonly

defeatsmewhenitcomestoher

witchcraft)Lebowaslaughingbecause

TokeloandThabisowerestandingby

thedoor,withThabisowearinga

straightface.Ntsikaturnedandsaw

them standingthere.

Ntsika:NgiyakusizawenaThabiso

ukuthiungazeuphindeulaleleindaba

zabantungobauzophelasowumuncu

njengamanje!(Iam helpingyouThabiso

toneverlistentootherpeople’s

conversationsbecauseyouwillendup



sourlikehowyouarenow.

Thabiso:Ntsikahowlongareyougoing

tocallmywifeyoursandhowlongare

yougoingtosaymywifeisawitch.

Lebo:No!Peopleam withNtsikaonthis

one,whereverMapulagoesshecomes

backwithmorepowers.

Ntsika:Yingobauyathakathaloya

(that’sbecausesheisawitchthatone)

Tokelo:Leboyoualwayscomplain

aboutnothavingpowersbutyouforget

thatyourlittleprincessisgoingtobe

oneofthewitchesofthishouse.

Lebo:No!!Noonesaidanythingabout

herhavingpowers.

Tokelo:Thenwhydoyouthinkthe



princesschoseher?

Lebo:Becauseshewantedababygirlto

playwith.

Thabiso:Keeptellingyourselfthat(the

princesscamein)

Kea:Afternoonuncles

Them:Helloprincess.

Thabiso:Butprincessam notyouruncle.

Kea:ButDaddyyouarethefirstpersonI

seewhenIgotosleepandthefirst

personIseewhenIwakeup.Sowhy

wouldIgreetyoumyking.

Thabiso:WOW youcalledmeyourking

Kea:Yes!Youaretheking,mommyis

thequeenandam theprincess.



Lebo:Don’tmindyourdaddymylittle

warrior,whatareyoudoinghere?

Kea:Uncleyoushouldstopcallingme

thatnowbecauseyouhaveyourown

warriorwhichacametosee.Please

helpmeholdher.(Lebopickedlittle

Ntebohengandplacedhercarefullyon

Keabetswe’shandssupportingherhead.

Ntsika:Princessyoucallmeuncleyet

am yourseconddaddy.

Kea:IknowFather

Thabiso:No!HisnotyourfatherIam.

Kea:YesDaddyyouaremyfatherbut

uncleclaimedmeevenbeforeIwas

bornandthegodsdidn’tobject.

Ntsika:SeeItoldyoushe’sminehahah



Thabiso:Whendidthishappen?

Ntsika:WhenIwasstilllosingmymind

runningaftermyfirstwifenotknowing

shewasmorethanwhatIthoughtshe

was.

Thabiso:StayinyourlaneNtsika

Tokelo:IthoughtLebowas

exaggeratingwhenhesaidyouare

uptightbutnowIseeit.

Lebo:Yes3againstone!Andweare

winning!

Tokelo:OhnoBrotherIwasjust

acknowledgingthefacts.

Lebo:Sellout!



Theycontinuetalkingandteasingeach

other.OutsidethepalaceLucianoaka

Luciferwasstandingtherewithhis

agentdiscussingtheissueofthequeen

andhisson.

Lucifer:Youhavetogointhereand

bringmewhatIwillwantassoonas

possible.

Agent:Myking,youknowthatwhenIgo

inthereIgoinasangelandIcannotget

youthequeeninthatstate.

Lucifer:YouAndyourconflictingpowers!

Ineedthequeenforjustadaytobeable

tocompletethetransfer!Damnitdo

yourjobandstopgivingmeexcuses.

Agent:Youknowthesearenotexcuses



andyoucanreadmesoyouknow

everything.

Lucifer:Icanfeelthatsomethingor

someoneisblockingmefrom getting

accesstomysonandIwantyoutokeep

thelinesofcommunicationopenwhen

yougetintheresothatIcanbeableto

makeaplanandfast.

Agent:Theonlywayyoucandothatis

asifthequeenleavesthepalacethen

youwillbeabletogainaccesstohim,

otherthanthatyouwon’tbeabletodo

anythingtohim.

Lucifer:ThenGetitdonedamnit!Ineed

asuccessorandfast!

Agent:Noneedtoshoutam goingandI



willtrybyallmeanstogetthe

communicationlinesopen.

Lucifer:That’sallIneednowgo!

Theagentwentandstoodatadistance

preparingtogointothepalaceof

BaKoena.Shewentintothepalace

travelingatthedevilsagentherselfbut

becauseofthebarrierthatisprotecting

BaKoenashehadtochangemidway

andgotintothepalaceasshe

transferredintotheangelshewasborn

tobe.Thepalacewasbusyastherewas

ababyshowerandwelcomingfor

ReneilweandKwezi.Shewenttowhere

everyonewasandsawthateveryoneis

concentratingonthetwomothersand

givingthem presents.



Angel:Abeautifulceremonyindeedmy

queen(shebowedherheadand

everyoneturnedandlookedather)

Mapula:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Angel:Todeliveramessage

Mapula:Deliveritalready!(shewas

gettingimpatientwithher)

Angel:Thedevilisnearbyandiswilling

todoanythingtohissonmyqueen.

Tokelogotsoangryandirritatedby

whatthisangel/witchwassaying,ashe

wentchargingtoherandpinheragainst

thewall.

Tokelo:Youwillnotcallmysonthe

devilschildeveragainandyouwillnot

keepcomingheretoupsetmywifewith



yourmessagesorIwillnotbeheld

responsibleforwhatIwilldo!

Angel:AsIsaidbefore,Iam bothan

angelandanagentofthedarkness,

whenIgetherebecauseofthebarrierI

cannotcomeasanangelofdarkness,

soIcomeasanangelandwhenam in

thatform Ihavenootherjobthanto

protectmyfather’speople.

Tokelo:SoWhatdoyoumeanbywhat

youjustsaid?

Mapula:Stoptalking!She’sconnected

tohim.

Tokelo:Youarewhat!(hegotsoangry

andghostwasstartingtocomeout)

Mapula:Comedownbrother!Withher



asanangelsomeoneaboveuswilldeal

withher.Leaveherbrother!

Tokelotookhiswifeandlefttheroom.

Theywenttohischamberandleft

everyonestandingthere.Theangeltried

toconnectwiththedevil,butitwas

difficultforherbecauseofthebarrier

thatisprotectingtheplace.Lucifertried

sohardtohelpherchangeintothe

agenthecontrols.Theangelalsotried

onhersideandwhenshewashalfway

throughtheprocessavoicecome.

Voice:Ididnotputyouinthatworldto

torturemychildren.Isentyouthereto

protectnottodestroy,insteadyougot

greedyforpowerandIturnedablindeye



toitbecauseyoucouldseparateyour

evilsidetotheangelsideIgaveyou.But

nowyouwanttodobeyondwhatIcan

allowyouto,thechildwillliveasitis

supposedtobeandtellyourbrotherthat

hemustnottrymewithmypeople.I

gavethebothofyouthepowerandIcan

easilytakeitbackandwhenIdo.You

andyourbrotherwillbedestroyed.

Refrainfrom yourevilwaysandthisis

yourlastwarning.

Bythistimetheagentwassittingonthe

floorrollinglikeaballasifsomething

wasburningher.Theywerewatching

herthewholetime,noonewassaying

anythinguntilshestoppedwhatshe



wasdoingandstoodup.Shelookedat

everyoneandspoke.

Angel:MyfatherhasspokenbutIreport

totwopeoplenow.Onebeingmyfather

andonebeingmybrotherandkingof

theunderworld.Hisdeterminedtoget

hisoffspringandhewilldoanythingto

gethim,andnohedoesn’twanttokill

him buttosharehispowerwithhim.

Andyesifhemanagestogetholdof

him andfinishtransferringthepower

BaKoenawillburn.

Keabetswe:ItMaybeSoButnotnow,

thatdaywillcomeyesbutyouwillnot

onlyhavetherainqueentofightbutthe

ghostsofBaKoena,dikoenatsametsing,

theportalofthegodsandthefallen.



Angel:Thatisthetruthmyprincess

howevervictoryisnotguaranteed.Iwill

takemyleavenow.

Theangelleftthepalaceandreturnedto

theplacetowherethedevilLucianowas.

Shegottohim andhewaslivid!Angry

anddisappointedathistrustedagent.

Lucifer:Youhavedisappointedmeso

much,whendoyounowlistentoFather?

Agent:Ourfathergavemethepowerto

protectandyougavemethepowerto

destroy.Yourpowerdoesn’toverturn

theonemyfathergaveme,Iwilllisten

tohim likeitornot.Webothandknow

thatfathergaveusthesepowersandhe

cantakethem awayashehavethe

powertodoso.



Lucifergotsoangrythathestarted

burningBaKoenaandtheplaceshecan

reach.Animalsandpeopleinthefarms

wererunningawaybecausetheydidn’t

knowwherethefirewascomingfrom.

Lucifer:Youwillgoaroundthe

kingdomsandyouwillspreadwhatever

liepeoplecanthinkofaboutBaKoena!

Makethem turntheirbacksonthem,

makethem destroytheirkingdom and

makesureyoudon’tfailme.

Agent:ThatIcandoandverywellatthat.

Whatyouaskingshallbedonebrother.

Lucifer:NowgoandbethesisterIhave

knownyoutobe.



Theagentlefttocarryoutthedutiesher

brotherandkinggaveher.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

NontuMoloi

[05/01,11:02] :Season2

Insert70 (notedited)

Lifeisbeautiful,notonlyliving,the

routineswehave,thefamilieswehave

createdforourselves,thefriendswe

keepandmostimportantlybeingaliveto



enjoyitall.Butnooneishappyforever,

everyonegoesthroughtheirownfair

shareoftrialsandtribulations.Itisthen

uptothem topickupthepiecesand

moveon,itissaidthateverything

happensforareason,wemightnotsee

thatwhenthehardshipsareuponusbut

intheendyouovercomeandbecome

strongerthanbefore.Itissaidthateven

thedaymustgivewaytothenigh,light

musteventuallygivewaytothe

darknessandthatnotallthatisdarkis

evilandthatpeoplearetheoneswho

turnwhatisdarkintobeingevil,whichis

whynowweassociatethedarkness

withevil.Butgooutatnightona

beautifulspringnightandseethe



beautyofthestarsastheydecoratethe

skywiththemoodshowingoffits

beautythroughthenight.Whichmeans

thatthereisbeautyinthedarkness,like

whenonewalksaroundatnight,they

arenotascarelessastheyareduring

thedaybecausetheycanseebutat

nighttheywalkcarefullysoastonot

hurtthemselves.Seethatteachesa

persontopaymoreattentiontotheir

surroundingsandopenothersensesto

beabletowalkthroughthedark

unharmed,sensesliketheirhearing,

peoplelistenmorewhenit’sdark,they

payattentiontodetailsandtheyare

morecareful.Lookatthenight,thestars

andthemoonandhowbeautifulthey



are.Butiftheywereclosetopeople’s

reachtheywouldhavedestroyedit

already,scientistswouldhavetakenall

thestarsfrom theskyinthenameof

experimentingandmakinghistory.They

wouldtakethemoodtoexamineitto

seehowitbringsoutthelightatnight.

ThesamethinghappenedtoLucifer,he

wasangellovedbymanyupinhaven,

notjustanyangelonethatiseasyon

theeyes,passionateabouteverything

hedoes.Theotherangelsenviedhim,

thecarobswiththeirsixwingslovedhim,

theSarafiesenviedhispassionand

drive.Allofthatgottohisheadand

thoughtifpeoplelovedhim thismuch

whycan’therulethem?Heaskedhis



fatherbuthesaidnobecauseheknew

somethingthathedidn’tknow,hisheart!

Helookedathim andsawtheblood

flowthatwillhappenifheruledhis

childrensoherefused.Angertookover

him andvowedtomakehisownarmy

anddestroytheonlythinghisfather

lovesthemost,whichishischildren,his

princesandprincesses.From thatday

onwardhestarteddestroyingwhatever

hisfatherbuiltuntilhewasbanishedto

theunderworld.

Theagentofdarknesswentaround

kingdomsspreadinglieaboutBaKoena

andmostkingdomsbelievedherasshe

wouldcomeasanangelandchange



wheninfrontofthem intothedevils

agent.MostKong’sespeciallythose

whodidn’tapproveofhowthat“boy”as

theycallTokeloisrulingthekingdom.

Somesaid‘weknewthatboywillrule

BaKoenatotheground’somesaid

‘Lerumogavebirthtothedevilhimself’

andsomesaid‘itisashamethat

Lerumoisnotalivetoseethemesshis

sonismakingofhiskingdom’.

KingdomslikeMalutiandalltheother

kingdomsthatlosttheirKong’sina

brutalwayafterbeinginvolvedin

Lerumo’sdeathnowbelievedthat

BaKoenausedtheirpowerstomake

theirKong’sconfesstosinstheydidn’t

commit.



PrinceTsekangKingTshepo’ssonwas

livid.

Prince:ThepeopleofBaKoenamademy

fatherbeburiedlikeacommoner,they

strippedhim offhistitle?Hiskingdom

andhispeopleandallforwhathuh!(he

saidinangerashewasaddressing

peoplewhogatheredatthesquareto

seetheangelthatcametovisittheir

kingdom)

Chiefpriest:Myking,weunderstand

howangryyouarebutdon’tletanger

cloudyourjudgement.Youtooktheking

toeverydoctoryoucouldthinkofwhen

hewassufferinghereandthegodsaw

nofoulplayinallthathewentthrough.

Prince:Don’tnottalktomeaboutthe



gods!Yourgadssawhowmyfather,

theirkingandrepresentativewasbeing

humiliatedbythosepeopleforthingshe

didn’tdo!Am havingmyfathersremains

exhumedandburiedproperlyintheroyal

burialsitenexttohisfather!Hewasthe

kingandshouldhavebeenburiedas

such!Andyoucantellyourgodstokeep

awayfrom me,Mypeopleandmy

kingdom.

Chief:Mykingthewaryoujustwaged

againstthegodsisnotoneyouwillwin!

Andwhentheyfightforthemselves

don’tcomerunningtome.

Prince:WhatwouldIwantfrom you

whenGodhadsentangeltoustoopen

oureyes!Openyoursbeforeit’stoolate



andseeBaKoenaroyalsforwhothey

reallyare!

Chief:Iwouldratherbeblingandleadby

thegodsIservethanformyeyestobe

openandstillnotseeanything(hesaid

andfeltthecrowd)

Prince:Allthosewhitewanttogoand

jointhechiefpriestmaydoso(the

peoplewerequietandnobodymovedor

saidanything,theywerescoredofbeing

banishedfrom theirkingdom iftheygo

againsttheprincewhoisnowking)

Prince:Inthatcasegettheman!Weare

goingtowar!

Themenstartedmovingawayfrom the



crowntogoandlookforothersandtell

them aboutwhatthekinghasinstructed.

BaKoena:

Theroyalfamilydidn’thavetobe

informedaboutthefireassmokefrom it

invadedthepalaceandtheyallgotout

toseewhatwasgoingon,Tokelowas

alreadyoutsideatthebackbalcony

lookingatthefiredestroyinghisfather’s

kingdom.Thefirewasnowgetting

closertothehousesthatwereitfar

from thefarms.

Lebo:Brother!(Tokeloturnedand

lookedathim)



Tokelo:It’sdestroyingourfather’s

kingdom Brother.(hesaidwithasad

voice)

Lebo:Don’tworrythekingdom willnot

bedestroyed,Ihavealreadycalledthe

firefightersandtheconstruction

companysothatbuildingcanstartright

now.

Tokelo:Youwordsgivemehopebrother.

Luciferwasstandingtherehewas

beforebutnoonecouldseehim justthe

firecomingfrom nowhere.

Lucifer:Iwilldestroyeverythingyoubuilt

untilyougivemewhat’smineking

Tokelo!Youthoughtwewerebadwhen



yougottheghostbutam betterthan

youandsmartertoo.Soenjoywhileyou

stillcanbutsoonIwillhavemysonand

Iwillwatchasyoufallapart.Ifmy

mothercouldgiveupherlifeformethen

whatcanyougiveupformyson?

Parentsarestupidlikethat,always

makingtheirchildrentheirwitnessand

hadmotherpayedattentionshewould

haveseenhowBrockenIwasbutIsee

whenyouwilldoorbelikewhenam

donewithyou.

Thefirefighterscameandstarted

puttingoutthefirewhilethe

constructioncompanypeoplewere

lookingasthedesignsonhowthe



housesshouldbebuilt.Thefirereally

diddestroyalotinBaKoena.

Like,commentandshare

Iknowit’sshorterthanthelastbutI

tried.

HaveagoodslumberandIwillseeyou

tomorrow.
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Atthecrackofdawnthebellrang

indicatingthatthereareintruders

enteringthekingdom.Thebellmeantto

warisabouttobreak,abellthatwas

onlylastheardduringthetimeofking

Lerumoandthattimeonlytheprince

Tokelowasthechildinthepalace.

BaKoenawasstillpooratthattimeand

hadnorespectfrom otherkingdoms.

Lerumowasworkingveryhardtomake

asuccessoutofthekingdom,butwas

struggling,hisonlyalliancewasthe

BaTloungkingdom withhisfriendLetsi.

ThattimeBaKoenakingonlyrelayedon



warriorstofightwarsthatbrokeout,

whichtheyhardlydidatBaKoena

becausetheyhadnothingother

kingdomswanted.Thewarriorsonly

protectedthefarmsofBaKoena,but

todaythebellrangagainanditwas

indicatingaGreatWarcomingfor

BaKoena.TheprincessofBaTloungwas

longgonebythistimebutnooneknew

thatshewasn’ttherebutwhenthebell

rangthewholekingdom wokeupand

lookedoutside.TheBaKoenaroyals

werealloutsidewhenayoungboy

appearedatthegatelookingoutof

breath.Tokeloindicatedthattheguards

openforhim andtheydid,herantothe

royalfamilyandkneeledinfrontofthem.



Tokelo:Asyouwereyoungman.

Boy:Myking,thewarriorsaskedmeto

tellyouthatwarisabouttobeginat

BaKoena,intrudersarecomingonall

directionsandtheysaythankyouforthe

protectionyougavethem.

Tokelo:Whatprotectionyoungman?

Boy:Theprincesscametothefield...(he

wascutshort)

Thabiso:What!Whatprincessareyou

talkingabout?

Boy:MykingitisprincessKeabetswe

thatisthere.

Thabiso:Mapula!!...Mapula!(hewas

pacingupanddownthepalace)



Lebo:Thisisbad’whereisthemaiden

thatissupposedtolookafterthe

princess?

Tokelo:Iwantthatoneheretoo!She

hastotellushowtheprincessgotout

ofthishouse!

Mapula:Whatisgoingonhere?

Thabiso:WhereisKeabetswe?

Mapula:It’sstillearlysoshe’sinher

room.

Boy:Nomyqueensheisatthebattle

field.

Mapula:Thatisnotpossible!

Thabiso:Wherethehellisthemaiden

thatissupposedtolookafterherand



howdidshegetoutofthispalacewhen

thereareguardshere?(Mapulawas

longgonebythistimegoingtothe

palacetocheckiftheprincessisinher

room butshewasn’tshesawthe

maidenlookingafterhercoming

towardstheroom)

Mapula:MaidenWhereistheprincess?

Maiden:Inherroom myqueenandIwas

justcomingtohelpherbathsinceshe

wakesuparoundthistime.

Mapula:Theprincessisgonedear

maidenanditissaidthatsheisatthe

battlefieldandIsuggestthatyoudon’t

comeoutbecausemyhusbandisangry.

Ntsika:YinimanjengoThabiso?(what



isitwithThabisonow?Heasked

comingtowardsthem)

Mapula:Theprincessleftthepalaceand

wenttothebattlefieldandwarisabout

tobegin.

Ntsika:YaziaveenedramauThabiso,no

ababiliniyaziukuthilenganeyenu

iyafananjenaniinekhandaeliqinilefuthi

isebenzanabantuabadalauma

ehambileakahambileyedwaumkhulu

wayounayolaikhona.(youknow

Thabisohasdrama,thetwoofyouknow

thatyourchildisjustlikeyou,stubborn

likeyouandheworkswiththegodsif

sheleftshedidtgoalonehergrand

fatheriswithher)

Mapula:Youright!Let’susgotothe



field.(theyrushedoutmeetingthe

othersoutside)

Mapula:Letisgotothebattlefield,we

havetoseewhatisgoingonandwe

can’tbehidingwhileourwarriorsareat

warforus.

Thabiso:Let’sgowedon’thavetime,I

needmyprincesshereandnow.

Nobodysaidanything,astheyallwent

tothecaregoingtothefieldandata

distancetheycouldseethewarriors

comingfrom alldirections.Thabiso

steppedontheacceleratortryingtoget

tohisdaughterintime.Theygottothe

fieldinrecordtimeandwhentheygot



outallthewarriorswereinfrontto

Keabetsweassheblessedthem and

givethestrengthandpowerthatthe

godssentherto.Theroyalfamilygot

outofthecarsandwatchedasthe

princesswasgoingaroundapplying

whitesubstanceontheirforeheads

makingthemarkingsofBaKoena.She

finishedandaskedeveryonetohold

handsandtheydidassheinstructedbut

theyweregettingagitatedbecausethe

warriorsweregettingcloser.The

Keabetswe:Donotworrydearwarriors

allwillbewell.Nowthatallisdonego

andfightforourkingdom,onedayIwill

growandwillbeallowedtofightwith

you.Rememberallofyouwillnotdiebut



youcanbeinjuredinthiswar.

Warriors:Maywegonowprincess?

Keabetswe:Goanddomygrandfather

proud.(thewarriorsleftchantingothers

sneakingaroundgoingtothebackso

thattheycanattackfrom thebackwhile

theothersfocusontheonesinfrontof

them)theyhaddecidedinto8teams

twogoingtotheNorth,twogoingtothe

East,twogoingtotheWestandtwo

goingtotheSouth.

Withtheseteam oneisgoingtodistract

theenemyfrom thefrontwhiletheother

team strikesfrom theback.Keabetswe

canseethatherparentswereangryas



shewalkedtothem.

Keabetswe:Myking,queenanduncles.I

knowyouholdmanyquestionsandIwill

answerthem truthfully.Howevero

wouldrequestthatyouallputtheanger

asideandletmeexplainmyself.

Thabiso:KeabetsweMoloi!Whodoyou

thinkyouare?

Keabetswe:FatherI...(heinterruptedher)

Thabiso:Nowam Fatheryetyoudidn’t

seetheneedtoinform anyonewhenyou

camehere?

Mapula:PrincessIunderstandthatyou

hadtobehereandevenifyouhadtold

uswewouldhavestoppedyoubutyou

wentaboutthisthewrongway.



Keabetswe:MyqueenIam theportal

andIdoasthedogsplease.

Tokelo:DidthegodsTellyouto

disrespectyourelders?

Keabetswe:Nounclesbut...(shewas

interruptedagain)

Tokelo:Iam notuncletobutyourking,

sinceyouthrowinourfacesthatyouare

theportalsoIam kingtoyou,your

fatherisking,yourmotherisqueenand

youruncleLeboistheChief.Youarenot

theonlyonewithatitleandifyouare

goingtogrowupthrowingyourtitlein

peoplesfacesyouwillnotgetfarinthis

world.

Mapula:Princessdidgrandpatellyouto



notlistentous?

Kea:Nomyqueen

Mapula:Whatmessagedidhegiveyou?

Kea:Togoandgiveprotectiontothe

warriorsbeforethewarstarts.

Mapula:Inallthatyouhavesaidisthere

anythingthatsaysdon’ttellyourparents?

Kea:Nomyqueen.

Mapula:Keabetsweweallrespectthat

youaretheportalofthegodsbutyou

areachildfirstandifyouaregoingto

berebelliousinthenameofthegods

thenyouaremakingamistake.Even

yourgrandpausedtobeatusbackin

linewhenwedidwrong,especiallyme

eventhoughhewastoldthatIshouldbe



treatedrightbutwhenhewouldbeatme

hewouldtellmethatthegodssaidI

shouldbedisciplinedlikeachildand

growupwithagoodbackground.Now

wewilldothesametoyou,youholda

greatpowerbutyouneedtounderstand

onething,theonewhogaveyouthat

powercantakeitbackjustaseasyif

youdon’tuseitwell.

Keabetswe:ButmyqueenIuseitWell,I

useitonlywhenam instructedto.

Thabiso:KeabetsweMoloinowyoutalk

backtoyourqueen?

Keabetswe:Myapologiesmyking,Iwas

merelytryingtoexplain.

Thabiso:Howoldareyou?



Keabetswe:Turning6inamonthmy

king.

Thabiso:Doyoufeelreadytogoout

thereandliveonyourown.

Keabetswe:Nomyking,Iam stillyoung

andneedtheattentionandloveofmy

parents.

Thabiso:Sothatyoucandoasyou

please?

Keabetswe:Myapologiesmyking,I

nevermeantanyharm.

Thabiso:Ifyouwanttobetreatedlike

andadultthenyouactlikeoneandface

theconsequencesofyouractions.

Therewillbenopestsorplaytimefor

youfortherestofthemonthandifIfind



youwithanyofyourstuffthatIbroughtI

willshowyouwhoistheparentbetween

meandyou.Wearenotraisingaspoilt

bratherethatisgoingtotalkbackatme

anddoasshepleasesnotundermy

watch.

Hesaidandleftgoingbacktothecar,

Keabetswewasnowcrying.

Keabetswe:Myqueen

Mapula:NotnowKeabetswe

Keabetswe:Myapologiesmyqueen,I

hadnorightleavingwithoutanyone’s

knowledge.

Lebo:JustHowdidyougetoutanyway.



Ntsika:Youknowverywellthatshe

didn’twalkonherowntwofeet.

Lebo:ThatIknowbutIwanttoknow

howshedidit.

Ntsika:Flewwithabroomstick(he

whisperedandLebocouldn’tholdhis

laughterasheeruptedintoaloud

laughter)

Keabetswe:Iflewheremyqueen

Mapula:Youcanflynow,how?

Keabetswe:It’ssomethingthat

happenedtodaymyqueenithadnever

happenedbefore.

Mapula:Howdidyoufly?

Keabetswe:Ihadsmallwingsandused



them untilIgotanelephantthatbrought

mehere.

Mapula:Whatwouldyouhavedonehad

thewarriorsgottenyou?BecauseIknow

verywellthatyouhavefinished

harvestingyourpowers.

Keabetswe:Ididn’tthinkmyqueen

Mapula:Howcanyouthink!Youarea

childKeabetsweandIexpectyouto

behavelikeone.

Keabetswe:Ipromisetodosofrom now

onmyqueen.

Mapulalookedatherandpointedatthe

carandtheyallleftgoingbacktothe

palace.
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

TheairatBaKoenawasnowdusty,one

couldtelljustbythedustintheairthat

somethingisnotright.Thewarhad

alreadystartedandwatchingitwasvery

painful,thegreatsoilofDikoena



tsametsingwastaintedwithblood,the

soilthatwasonepureinthehandof

greatkingElliottUpentonSerame

MopahapithefirstkingofBaKoena

chosenbythegodsatyoungage.Aking

whoserainwentonforlongandeven

gotthechancetofatherthefirstrain

queenofBaKoena.Itwasunheardof

thataprincesswouldrulethelandbut

thegodshadspoken.Theyonlygave

thekingonlyaprincessandtoldhim

thatshewillbehissuccessorwhenhis

timecomestojointhisforefather.The

godskepthim longenoughtoseehis

daughterbethebestqueenhehadever

hopedfor,shewaspowerful,fearless

andbrave.Shewasindeedthedaughter



ofthegodsthedaughterofthesoil,the

onewhopurifieditandwhenthetime

cameforthekingtojoinhisancestors,

hisheartwascontent.Heknewthathis

kingdom wasingoodhandsandindeed

itwasuntilherdaughterwaskilledby

oneofthestrongestwitchtheyhave

evermet.Whenthequeenjoinedher

ancestorsthekingsBrotherwhowas

Bahomi’sfathertookoverasking,he

tooruledthekingdom withdignity,

peaceandharmony.Buttherewasonly

oneproblem,hisqueencouldn’thave

children,eldersforcedthekingtotakea

secondwifebutherefusedsayingthe

godsgavehim thequeenhehasand

theywillgivehim achildwhenthetime



isright.Indeedafter35yearsof

marriagethekingandqueenhadlost

hopeofeverhavingchildren.Thequeen

wasnow56yearsoldandbelievedto

havepassedthestageofgivingbirthto

children.Thekingwas68atthetime

whenthequeentookill,theytried

everything,theywenttothechiefpriest

whoalsodidn’tseeanythingwrongwith

thequeen,Thewenttootherwitch

doctorsbutstillnohelpwasfound.The

queenwasnoteatingevenifshedideat

somethingitwouldcomeoutagainina

matterofminutes.Thekingwasnot

goingforhispalacedutiesanymore

takingcareofhisqueen,thiswenton

for4monthsandthequeenhadlosta



lotofweight.Thepeopleofthekingdom

hadlosthopeandbelievedthattheir

queenwoulddieanymoment.Theking

alsolosthopeofhisqueenever

recoveringbecauseithadbeenmonths

andshewasnotgettingbetter.Atthe

beginningofthefifthmonththequeen

stoodupandwentfrom thebedforthe

firsttimeinmonths,shetookabasin

andaskedamaidentobringherbathing

waterandshedidastold.Atthispoint

peoplereallybelievedthatshewouldbe

deadbysunsetbecausetheybelieved

thatwhenasickpersonsuddenly

recoverstheywilldiesoon.Butnotthe

queen,shetookherbathandworeher

nowbigbaggyclothesbecauseofthe



weightshelost.Shewentandjoinedher

hisbackhertheirsunrisefeast,theking

wasshockedandsadatthesametime

toseehisqueenlookinglikeonlyskin

andbones.Hetoothoughtthatthetime

hadcomeforhertodepartfrom this

world,thatnightheneversleptwatching

hiswifesleepingpeacefully,heAm

wouldgetclosertoherjusttofeelifshe

wasstillwarm andgotclosertoherface

justsohecouldhearherbreathing.The

queenwokeupfinethatmorningand

themorningafterthenmonthswentby

andnowshewaseatingandgaining

weightuntilitwasrevealedtothechief

priestthatsheiswithchild.Therain

queenwasbornonceagaintoadry



BaKoenabecauseofdrought,ithadn’t

rainedinthekingdom formonthsbut

whenthequeenwasbornitrainedthe

wholedayandthenextdayflowerswere

blooming,thegrasswasgreen,andthe

animalslookmorehealthy.Thiswasa

wondertomanybutwhenitwas

revealedthatshewastherainqueen

theyunderstoodandweregrateful.

Whatam tryingtosayisthatBaKoena

hasneverhandabattlesuchasthisone

astheyhadnothingandmostkingdoms

didn’tcaretomakeallianceswiththem

becausetheyhadnothingtotradein.

Butonthisdaythingsweredifferent,

ThesoilofBaKoenawasbeingtented

withblood,nothingbloodofthosethat



deservetodieonthisbattlebutbloodof

theinnocentbeinginfluencedbymenof

power.

Thewarwasongoingthefieldswere

fullofdeadbodiesandinjuredwarriors

from BaKoena,theyfoughtwithhonor

andtookoutmanybutthewarriorsof

theotherkingdomsweremanybecause

itwasnotjustonekingdom thatwas

therebuttwoandtoomanyforthem.

Thefourstoodfrom thetopofthehill

watchingthisunfold,theywerevery

angryandonecouldtellbytheveins

poppingfrom theirforeheads.

Tokelo:Theyarekillingmypeopleand

thegodsarequiet.



Lebo:ThegodsareneverquietBrother

youhavetobelievethat.

Thabiso:Thisisreallybadandrightnow

Ifeeluseless.

Ntsika:Manjeyhiniungagqokiezakho

inguboulwenawekuzeuzozizwanjenge

ndodauShakaZuluuqobo(thenwhy

don’tyouwearyouclothingandgofight

aswellsothatyoucanfeellikeaman

ShakaZuluhimself)

Thabiso:ThatisnotfunnyNtsika!(he

reprimanded)

Ntsika:WhosaidIwasbeingfunny?You

heardthatthegodssaidyouarenotto

useyourpowersitbecauseyouare

usedtotheeasywayoutofjustturning



animalandrippingoffanythingthat

movesinthisfield.Somethingsdon’t

worklikethat.

Lebo:Youcanmakesensesometimes

buttellmesomething.

Ntsika:What?

Lebo:Don’tyourbeastsmelltheblood

andwanttojustjumpoutanddoexactly

whatyousaid?

Ntsika:BelievemeIcancontrolitbutif

itwasbackwhenIusedtohaveanger

thenbynowIwouldbeoutthere.

Thabiso:Iforgetyouareananimal

yourselfsometimesandIdon’teven

understandwhyyourgodshaveyoua

lioninsteadofamonkeyitwillsuityou



well.

Tokelo:Enough!!!Don’tyouseewhatis

happeningthatyouarebusylaughing

andmakingfunofthings?

Lebo:Youbattercalm yourghostdown

wearenotyourchildrenTokelo!Allofus

herecanseewhatisgoingonbutwe

can’tdoanythingaboutitasthegods

instructed.Sowhatwouldyouhaveus

do?

Tokelo:Am sorryBrotherIjustfeelso

helpless.

Lebo:AndHowDoyouthinkwefeel?

Tsietsi:Thisisnotimetobefighting

amongstyourselvesnowmen!

Lebo:Andthen?



Tsietsi:Iheadandsawwhatwasgoing

onandIdecidedtolandahelpinghand,

thosepeoplearemanyandtheyare

injuringyourwarriorsbadly.

Ntsika:OhboManzini!Ngibonga

ngokuthiningingcinengizengibone

imihlolangaleminiimbikangakapho

(ohManzini!Thankyouforkeepingme

ThisIseemiraclesonabaddaylikethis)

Lebo:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ntsika:Tsietsihasaheart

Tokelo:Hahayouforgetyouwereonce

likehim.OhdeargodsofBaKoenaI

thankyouforkeepingmetillthedayI

sawNtsikaturnhumanforachange.

Thabiso:OhgodsofBaTloungplease



keepmelongenoughtoseetheday

Ntsikastopscallingmywife

MpandeyomuziwoManzini!

Theotherwerelaughingsohardexcept

forNtsika.

Ntsika:Youknowthisisnotfunny!You

Tsietsiwherearethewarriorsyou

brought?

Tokelo:Lookatthem therewiththe

markingsofBaTlokwaontheirforehead.

Tsietsi:Theyarethefreshonesamong

others.

Lebo:Ohhomyareyoubragging?

Tsietsi:AnythingtogetonNtsika’s

nerves



Lebo:Notwithmebyhisside

Thabiso:OhnoTsietsileaveitwhileyou

stillbreathing.

Thabiso:Yeahyoudon’twanttogo

there.

Thewarwentonuntilsunset,the

warriorsweretiredandthirstybutnone

werewillingtogivein.Eventheinjured

oneswouldthrowarrowsandcontinue

tofight.Theroyalfamilywasnowlosing

hopeofthisbeingoveruntilalltheir

warriorsweredead.Whiletheywere

lookingatthatmorewarriorscameout

ofnowhereandjoinedinthefight.The

kingTumelo’ssonthedoctorstoodat



thetopofthehillwithhishorse.They

sawhim andthatalonemadethem

angry.

Tokelo:Howisthisfair?

Lebo:Clearlythisisnotaboutfair,who

knowshowmanywarriorsarecoming

here.

Thabiso:Look!Myfather!

Lebo:Howdidheknow?

Thabiso:Mapulamusthavecalledhim

andhebroughtthewarriorsofBaTloung!

Tokelo:Thankthegods.

Ntsika:HowDoyoudifferentiateyour

warriorsfrom others?

Lebo:Nowyouareblindlookathisroyal



robeandthemarkingsonit.

Ntsika:OhnowIsee

Lebo:Hano!Youdumb.

Ntsika:WeAndyoubotharedumb!

Theyweretryingtocheerthemselvesup

butthemomenttheireyeslandonthe

fieldwithallthebodies,theinjured

people,thebloodthatwastherewas

heartbreakingandtherewasnothing

theycoulddoaboutit.Allthiswasnota

goodthingtowatch.Theothertwo

kingdomswereplanningtoattackat

sunriseandtheyarehopingthatthey

willjustfinishthejobandtakeover

BaKoenaandthereisnothingtheroyal



familycandoduetothestrict

instructionstheygotfrom thegods.
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Day2ofthewar (notedited)

Theysaythatthebloodoftheinnocent

andtheirtearsdonotfallondryground.



Allthewarriorsthatlosttheirlives

duringthiswarwereinnocentpeople

influencedbypeopleofpowertogoand

dotheirdirtyworkforthem.Nowtheir

familieshavelostlovedonebecauseof

it,somewerebreadwinnersbutnow

theydiedleavingtheirfamilieswith

nothing.Theirchildrenwithoutfathers,

wiveswithouthusbandandtheir

householdswithnothingwhatsoever.

Withnohopeofbeingcompensatedfor

theirhardwork,alltheywillbegetting

arewordslike‘hewasagoodmanand

hefoughtwithhonorforhiskingdom’

butwhathadthekingdom donefor

them inreturn?Nothingbutleavetheir

familieswithnothing.Atsunrisewhen



theraisesofthesunbrokethroughthe

suncomingoutfrom behindthe

mountains.Whenthesunraisespointed

atBaKoenaallthesorrow,thepain,the

tears,thedeadbodiesandtheblood

thatdecoratedthefieldsofBaKoena.

Thebrotherswokeupastheysleptin

thefields,theylookedattheimagethat

wasnotpleasingtosee,theirwarriors

werewoundedandtired.Onesfrom

BaTlokwaweredyingandmostofthe

onesfrom BaTloungwerealsotiredand

injured.Theirfacesfrowningshowing

thepainanddefeatintheireyes.

KingLetsi:Mysons,don’tbesad,ifthe

godswantthingstobethiswaythen

thiswayitshallbe.



Thabiso:ButFatherlookatthis!Lookat

thepeople,arewestilljustsupposedto

watchanddonothing?

KingLetsi:That’sexactlywhatyouare

goingtodo,youwillnotmakethings

worsebydisobeyingthegodsforthat

willleadtogreatpunishment.

Tokelo:Tsietsi,Thankforeverythug

thatyouhavedoneforus,butnowyou

havetotellyourpeopletohelpeach

otherandleave.TheyaredyingandI

cannothavemorebodiesonmyhands.

Tsietsi:Iwillnotdothat!Howareyou

supposedtowinthiswithouthelp?

Tokelo:Thisiswhatthegodswishfor

andthisiswhatwillbe.Takethose



peoplehavefamiliesandtheydepend

onthem foralotandtheylovethem.

Nowtakethem homeandgettheir

woundsattendedto.

Lebo:ThegodsofBaKoenahaveseen

yougooddeedandtheyshallblessyou

forit.Nowpleasetakethepeoplehome,

orderthem tostop.

KingLetsi:Mykingtheyareright!We

don’tknowhowmanywarriorswillbe

comingthismorningandiftheycome

thenyourpeoplewillsurelylosetheir

lives.Mythanksmykingofbehalfofmy

goodfriendLerumo.

Tsietsi:Iwilldoasyousaymyking,you

areinourhearts.Iwilltakemyleave

now.



Tokelo:MythanksdearkingTsietsi.

Tsietsiwentandorderedhiswarriorsto

helpeachotherandreturnhome.Just

astheywereleaving,newwarriorscame,

itwasclearthattheangelwasdoing

morethanagoodjobconvincingthe

kingdomsofhowbadBaKoenawasand

howmanipulativetheyareandalways

willbe.

Tokelo:GodsofBaKoena!Howdoyou

forsakeuslikethis?Howdoyouletso

muchbloodtobespilledinyourland!A

landthatwasandalwayshasbeenpure

butnowyouletitbetaintedwithblood!

Whatarethepowersyougaveusifwe

won’tusethem toprotectourpeople



andthisland?RaiseBaKoenaandfight

foryourpeople!Therehasbeenenough

bloodshedinthisland!Isayraiseand

fightforus!Foryourgrandchildren!The

futuregenerationofthiskingdom!

(Tokelo’stearswerejustflowingoutof

hiseyes,hewasevenshakingwith

angerandfrustration.Lebowenttohim

andtookbothhishandintohis)

Lebo:Tokelo!(hedidn’trespond)

TokeloMohapiIam talkingtoyou.

Tokelo:Brother

Lebo:Am Inotyourbrother?

Tokelo:Yesyouare.

Lebo:Whathasfathertaughtus?

Tokelo:Toalwaysleanoneachother.



Lebo:Thenwhyareyounotleaningon

menowwhenyouneedmethemost.

Whydon’tyoutakeoutyourangerinme

theninsteadoftheelders.Fatheralways

taughtustorespectoureldersevenif

theyarewrongandevenifwedon’t

sharethesameviewswiththem.He

usedtosayeldersdidn’tjustbecome

eldersjustbecauseyearshavegoneby

butbecauseofexperience,knowledge,

whichiswhytheyhavemorewisdom

thanwedo.YesIunderstandhowyou

feelbutyoucannotcastblame.

Tokelo:Am Justfrustratedandfeel

hopeless.Thiswholesituationisnot

ideal.Thewarriorsaretired,hungryand

wounded.



Thabiso:Weallseethatbutfornowlet’s

findsolutions.Letusgohomeandout

ourheadstogetherandcomeupwitha

solution.

Thebrotherswentbacktothepalace.In

themysticallandNyolodiwasnot

herselfwhatsoever.Theotherqueens

couldseeandtheywenttoherbecause

shehasbeensittingalonesincethewar

started.

Bahomi:Myqueen,Iknowthatyou

blameyourselfforthisbutyoushouldn’t.

YoudidallyoucouldtohelpLucianobut

hechosetheunderworldsodon’tblame

yourself.



Nyolodi:HowcanInot?Lookattheland

wearesupposedtobeprotecting!Look

atthebloodspillontheland!Luciano

wasmyresponsibilityandIfailedand

nowhiscomingaftermypeople.

Letsatsi:OurPeople!Sothatmeansyou

arenotalonemyqueen,weallfailed!

Wefailedtoprotectourpeoplefrom

thatmanandnowhisheretoshowus

thathehastheupperhandespecially

becausehehastheangelonhisside.

Nyolodi:IneedtogoandtalktoLuciano

myself,thisneedstostop.

Bahomi:Youknowthatourhandsare

tied!Pleasedon’tdoanythingthatwill

jeopardizeyourself.



Nyolodi:Iwillnotagreetorulebyhis

sideifthatwhatyouareafraidof.Ijust

wanttolookhim intheeyesandmaybe

readhim toseewhathisplanis.

Bahomi:Gowellmyqueenandwewill

beonstandby.

Nyolodileftthemysticallandandwent

tothelandoftheliving.Shestoodinthe

airflappingherwingslookingatallthe

damagethathashappened,allthedeath

andblood.Allthepain,sheleftitallas

shewaslookingatthefield.Lucifer

cametoher.

Lucifer:Myqueen!

Nyolodi:Luciano!



Lucifer:Howyousaymynamestill

meltsmyheart.

Nyolodi:Atleastyoursismeltingwhile

mineishardened.

Lucifer:Am sorrymyqueen!Tellme

whattodotomakeitbetter?

Nyolodi:LetMypeoplebeLuciano,that

willputmyheartatease.Leavemy

peopleinpeace.

Lucifer:Am sorrymyqueenbutIcan’t

dothat,am herebecauseIwantwhat’s

mineandwhenIdogetitIpromiseto

leaveyourpeople.

Nyolodi:Youknowit’sfunnyhowyou

cametodotheverysamethingthat

yourfatherdidwhenhewantedyou.He



killedyourmotherinfrontofyourand

from thatmomentonitwaslikea

switchhadbeenturnedonandyou

turnedouttobethisway.

Lucifer:MyMotherwasstupid,howcan

shevowthatmyfatherwillgetmeover

herdeadbody?Youofallpeopleknow

thatinourworldthatmeansexactlythat.

Mymotherbondedmeandmy

goodnesstoherheartandwhenit

stoopedbestingmytruenaturewas

revealed.WhatelsewasItodo?

Nyolodi:Youshouldhaveresistedand

cametomeforhelpandIwouldhave

helpedyou.

Lucifer:Whatistheuseofcryingover

spilledmilk?Tellyouwhat?



Nyolodi:What?

Lucifer:BeMyqueenandIwon’thave

theneedtothatchildandyourpeople

willleaveinpeace.

Nyolodi:HaIbeenaliveIwouldsayover

mydeadbodybutam alreadydeadso

youknowmyanswertothat.

Lucifer:Ifyoulovethesepeopleso

muchthenwhyareyoudoyouhave

theirhandstiedtothebackandmaking

them watchastheirpeoplearebeingkill

rightinfrontofthem.

Nyolodi:Youcanneverknowtheways

ofthegods.

Lucifer:YourgodsfailedmeNyolodi!

AndIwillnotleavethisplaceuntilIhave



whatIcamehereforandpleasetrynot

tostandinmyway.

Nyolodi:YouareaprinceLucianoand

thistimethegodsaregivingyouthe

poweryoualwayswantedandnowyou

candowhateveryouwant.

Lucifer:Hailtothelordsabove!Hahah

nowiftheyaregivingmethepowerthen

pleaseremovethebarrieratthepalace.

Nyolodi:Thatistheonlyplaceyourevil

canneverreach.

Lucifer:OhmythanksmyqueenIdon’t

needtobeinthere.

Nyolodilookedathim andlefthim

standingthere,sheknewfrom thelook



inhiseyesthathewasfarfrom being

finished.Theyhadnochoicebuttotry

byallmeanstoprotecttheprinceno

matterhowlongitwilltakeorhowmuch

damagetherewillbebythetimehis

born.Shewentbacktothemysticalland

stilllookingworriedanddefeated.
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BaKoenakingdom (sorryfortheerrors

Ididnotedit)

Itistruewhentheysaythat‘whenit

rainsitpours’it’salsotruethatits

alwaysdarkbeforethesunlightcomes

out.BaKoenawasfacingdifficulttime

andthepeoplewerescaredofwhat

mighthappenednextasitstandsthey

werelosingthewarandthewarriors

wereinjured.Themoodofeveryonein

thekingdom wasgloomyeventhe

weathershowedit.BaKoenalookedlike

adesertedplaceandthepictureinthe

fieldsshowedexactlyhowthingsare.

Thepain,thesufferingandthedeath

thatwasalloverthekingdom.Theroyal



familysatinthethroneroom todiscuss

awayforwardbutMapulawasnotthere.

Shewokeupearlyinthemorningtogo

tothesacredriverinhopesoffinding

answerstotheirexistingproblem.The

othershopedthatshewillcomeback

withsomethingsolidoratleastaway

outofthispredicamenttheywerefacing.

Luciferwasthehappiestseeingthem

likethat,heenjoyedeveryminuteofit

andknewthateventuallythequeenwill

beoutofthepalacewithhissonandas

soonasshedoeshewillbereadyfor

actionandcompletethepowertransfer.

Heknewthatheneededasuccessor

andsoon,forhim itwasamatteroflife

anddeath.Foraslongashetransfers



thepowertohissonandaslongashe

liveshelivesbutifthetransferisnot

completeitwillonlyearnhisafewyears

untilhisfathertakeshim.

Theroyalfamilysatinthroneroom and

themaidensbroughtrefreshmentsbut

theyrefusedthem,evenLeboand

Ntsikarefusetoeat.

Ntsika:Ihaveaplan

Lebo:Whatisit?Becausewecantake

anythingrightnow.

Tokelo:Leboisright,weneedamiracle

rightnow.

Ntsika:Iam notfrom hereandIwas

neverforbiddentofightorusemy

powers.



Lebo:Am notfollowing

Ntsika:Icanhelpthewarriorsandfight

withthem inmylionform,am notsaying

wewillwinbutthatwillbesomething.

Tokelo:Iwillnotletyoufightawarthat

isnotyoursnotwhenyourwifeis

expectingno!

Ntsika:Mywifeiswhat?

Tokelo:Ohshit!Iruinedthesurprise,

shewantedtotellyouduringthebaby

showerbutthenthatthingwiththat

womandisturbedeverythingandnow

everythingisoccupiedwiththisso

maybeshethoughtitwasnotagood

time.

Lebo:Besidesyouknowyourwifeis



selfless.

Ntsika:Am happyaboutallthisbutfor

nowIwillpretendlikeIknownothing.

Youguyscameallthewayfrom hereto

helpmewiththeXhantiissuewithout

askingforanythinginreturnandnowit’s

mytimetoassistyou.Am nottakingno

forananswer.

Zasembo:Hisright!

Lebo;Whendidyougethere?

Zasembo:Am atBaKoenanothingisas

itseems.

Ntsikastandingupmovingawayfrom

herwithhishandsonhischestlooking

athiswifeworried.

Ntsika:Ushukuthinaweusuthakatha



manje?Awemah!Ngangishiloukuthi

labesuthubazosimoshabhekamanje

usuyathakatha.NgizomtshelaMina

umah?Yenaubabakhongizomtshela

ni?(Sothatmeansyouareawitchnow?

Ohmy!IdidsaythattheseSothopeople

willcorruptus,looknowyouareawitch.

Whatam Igoingtotellmother?And

yourfatherwhatam Igoingtotellhim!)

Zasembo:Don’tbedramaticManziniI

justgothere.

Ntsika:Manjeungithuselani?(thenwhy

arescaringme?)

Tokelo:Becausesheknowsyouwill

reachbecauseyouandwitchesarebest

friends.



Ntsika:Notfunny

Thabiso:SoWhatdowedoaboutwhat

Ntsikahassuggested?

Keabetswe:Icanalsohelp

Thabiso:Whendidyougethereandwho

invitedyou?

Kea:Myapologiesmyking,Ijustgotin

withauntyZasemboandIcanonlyhelp

iftheeldersallowme.Myking(she

bowedherhead)

Thabiso:Whatisitthatyouthinkyou

canhelpwith?

Kea:Icanputtheotherwarriorstosleep

whileIhealourwarriors.

Tokelo:Thatcouldhelpgetusbackin



thegame.

Lebo:Let’swaitforMapulatoreturnand

makeadecisionshemightbecoming

backwithsomethingwecanuse.

Thabiso:Isuggestwegetthewegetthe

peopleintothepalace,it’sbigenoughto

accommodateeveryone.

Tokelo:Youright!Mypeoplehavebeen

scaredtoevengooutoftheirhouses.

Lebotelltheguardstogoaroundthe

kingdom withhorsesandgeteveryone

intotheplace.Theymusttakeatruck

andpickuptheoldpeoplefirst.

Lebo:Don’tworryIgetonwithit(Lebo

wentouttogivetheinstructionstothe

guards)



Themysticalland

Mapulawassittingwiththeother

queenstryingtounderstandwhatthey

weretellingher.

Mapula:Explainthisproperlymyqueen

becauseIdon’tunderstand.

Nyolodi:Myqueenwecan’tdoanything

toassistinthiswarthehigherupswant

thingstobethisway.Allyouhavetodo

isprotectthepeopleandleteverything

elsebe.

Mapula:Howwedothatwhentheyare

destroyingourland?



Bahomi:Lookthisisalltoprotectthe

princeandpleasenoneofyourshould

fightthiswar,letitbe.

Mapula:Whatyoutellingmeistogo

backandtellmykingandthepeople

thatwewilljustsitbackandwatchthem

destroyBaKoena.

Letsatsi:Youdon’thavetoworryabout

BaKoenabeingdestroyedwhenyou

havesomeonewhowillrestore

everythingwithjustatouch.

Mapula:OhmyqueenIappreciateyour

help.

Letsatsi:Notmemydearqueenbutlittle

Ntebohenghasmygift,Igaveittoherto

showourChiefthathisoneofus.



Mapula:HahahIdon’tknowifhewillbe

happyorgocrazyoverthesenews,you

knowhowyourChiefcanbe.

Nyolodi:Hewillrunandtellthequeen

mother(theyalllaughed)

Mapula:ThatHewilldo,letmegoback

anddeliverthenews.

Nyolodi:Gowellmyqueendon’tforget

wearewatching.

Mapula:Mythanksmyqueen.

Mapulaleftthemysticallandandinto

dryland.Asshewaswalkingtothe

palaceshesawthetrucksandhorsefull

people.Shestoppedoneoftheguards

whowasonahorse.



Mapula:Excusemewhatishappening?

Guard:Myqueen,thekinghasordered

ustobringeveryonetothepalace.

Mapula:Hedidwell,mythanksgoon

now.

Guard:Mythanksmyqueen.(theguard

wentonWithhisduty)Mapulagottothe

palaceandwentinsidethethroneroom

whereZasembo,ReneilweandKwezi

wheresitting.

Mapula:Myqueens!Greetings

Reneilwe:GreetingsmyqueenIhope

youbaregoodnewsforus.

Mapula:Farfrom itmyqueen,thegods

haveinstructedustostanddownandlet

allthisplayout.



Kwezi:Itiswithshamethatthegods

turntheirbacksonus.

Zasembo:Thegodsarewatchingand

willneverturntheirbacksyouandthe

kingdom,theremustbeareasonforall

this.

Mapula:Yesthereisandthatreasonis

forustokeeptheprincesafe,thegods

knowthattheprinceisspecialbutnot

onlytousbuttheunderworldaswell,he

canbringeitherworldtoitskneesifhe

wantedto.

Reneilwe:It’ssadthatmybabyisthe

reasonforallthispredicamentthatwe

arefacingrightnow.

Kwezi:Don’tbesadmyqueenallshall



bewell,wehavetherainqueentoassist

usinrebuildingthekingdom aswellas

theking,thechiefandtheportalof

BaKoena.

Mapula:Notforgettingthegiveroflife.

Zasembo:Whoisthegiveroflifenow?

Reneilwe:Enlightenismyqueenwhois

it.

Kwezi:Wearedyinghereandmyqueen

issmiling,Mapulayoualwayswere

weirdbuttodayyoutakethecup.

Mapula:IfonlyyouknewwhatIknow

youwouldn’tbesayingthat.

Reneilwe:SoTelluswhothegiveroflife

is?



Mapula:Iwilltellyouwhenthe

husbandscameback.

Kwezi:Nowam evenmorecurious.

AtthefieldKeabetsweputtheother

warriorstosleepwhileshehealedthe

BaKoenaandtheBaTloungwarriors.

Theyhavethem foodandwaterbut

whiletheywerestillbusytheyheard

noisesofwarriorsongscomingtheir

way.Keabetswequicklyawoketheother

warriorsandtheywentandstoodata

distancewatchingastheotherwarriors

approached.Theyhadruns,machine

guns,otherswhatthosetrucksusedto

destroybuildingsandtheywere

destroyingeverythinginfrontofthem



whiletheotherwarriorsjoinedintothe

fightwithsticksandswords.Whilethe

otherswithgunsandmachines

destroyed.

Lebo:Ohhellno!Thatisjustahostile

takeoverandam donestandingonthe

sidelines.

Tokelo:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Lebo:Didyouforgetthatwehave

anotherlifebesidesthisoneandthat

lifeconsistsofthesamethingstheyare

usingnow.

Tokelo:Whatareyoutalkingabout

Brother?

Thabiso:IunderstandLeboandplease

doitam takingtheprincesstothecar



andyouexplaintoTokelowhatyou

mean.(heleftwiththeprincess)

Tokelo:Nowwillyoutellmewhatyou

aretalkingabout?

Lebo:Wehaven’tbeenhavingproblems

somuchthatyouforgotaboutthe

businessandtheguyswithgunswe

have.

Tokelo:Lordthestressofthequeens

pregnancyandnowthiswarhasmade

meforgetaboutthat.Pleasebrothercall

them andmadeithappennoonesaid

wecan’tusethem.

Ntsika:Letsdothisthem.

Tokelo:Younotfightingbecausethey

mightjustshootyou.



Ntsika:Alrightthenyouwillgivemea

signwhenyouready.

Lebocalmedtheguysandtoldthem to

comeoverandthattheymustbearmed

totheTee.
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

It’sbeenaweekandthewarendedas

mostwarriorsweredefeatedbyTokelo

andLebo’speopletogetherwiththe

warriorsofBaKoena.Butthekingdom

hasnotbeencleansedofthebloodyet

asthedevilisstillouttoplay.The

bodiesweretakenanddisturbedtotheir

kingdomswhichwasorganizedby

Tokelobecausehefeltthattheywere

innocentinallthisandthattheirleaders

wereatfault.Theotherkingdomsstill

hatedBaKoenabuttheyhadnothingto

takefrom them thattheycan’treplace.

Eventhoughnowtheplantshave

withered,vegetablesaswellbecause



theywerenotmaintained.Tresswere

burnt,thekingdom lookedlikenoone

livesinitbecausethehouseswere

abandonedbecausepeoplewereliving

inthepalace.Thequeenofthekingdom

wasleftwithonly3weeksbeforeshe

givesbirththatisaccordingtothegods

ofBaKoenaastheysaidbeforethatthe

babywillbebornbeforetimebecause

theywantprotecthim from theevil

spiritsthatarelurkingaroundBaKoena.

Luciferwasangrybecausenow

everythingwasuptohim tomakesure

thathegetswhathewantsbeforeit’s

toolate.Hissistercametohim ashe

wasflyingaroundtheroyalpalaceof

BaKoenatryingtofindaloopholeinthe



barrierthatisprotectingthekingdom

andwasfrustratedthatitseemslike

thereisn’tany.

Agent:Brotherdon’tdothistoyourself,

youandIbothknowthatthisplaceis

notonlyprotectedbytherainqueens

butfatheraswell.

Lucifer:Don’tyouthinkIknowthat?I

havedestroyedthisplace,thereisno

beautyleftinitanymore.Thepastweek

Icontinuedtoburnthingsandpeople’s

housesbutnoneoftheRoyalfamily

membercameouttosee,only

firefighterstocontainthefire.Now

thereisnothingleft.

Agent:Whydon’tyoutryanddestroythe

place?Surelythatwillgetthem out.



Lucifer:Don’tyouthinkItriedthat?

Agent:Am sorryam justoutofoptions.

Lucifer:GetmeNyolodiIneedherhere

andyouaretheonlyonewhocangoto

thesacredlandforme.

Agent:Icanonlygetinandthatisasfar

asIcangetinthere.Barriersthat

protectitdon’tallowmeanyfurtherthan

theentrance.

Lucifer:Don’tworryNyolodiwillmeet

youthere.Nowgo!(theagentflewto

thesacredriverandsheknewbetter

thantowalkandpassthealligatorsas

sheknewtheywillfinishherifshedid.

Sosheflewclosertotheentranceas

sheknewbutthewaterdidn’topen.She



thenrememberedthatshewasstillin

herevilagentform soshetransformed

intoherangelform andthewater

openedasshewentin.Whenshegotto

theothersideNyolodi,Bahomiand

Letsatsiwerewaitingforher.

Angel:Greetingsmyqueens

Them:Greetingsdearangel

Angel:Icamewithamessagemy

motherNyolodi.

Nyolodi:Iam notqueenmotherasyou

knowthatInevermarriedandIhaveno

childrensoIam notandwillneverbe

queenmother.Youhaveforgottenyour

waysmyangelIseeyourbrotheris

slowlywinningyouover.



Angel:Greedgotmeheremyqueenand

am afraidthereisnoturningbackfor

me.Ihaveaskedfatherandhisanswer

was‘Igaveallmychildrenthefreedom

tochoosewhattheywanttodowith

theirlives,youchosethispathnowbare

withit’

Bahomi:ThatsoundsliketheGodofthe

innocent.

Angel:Fatherisnotonlythegodofthe

innocent,hesaysallthealcoholics,the

robbersandthethosewholosttheir

waysarecalledbyhim sothattheycan

allbesaved.Hesaystheyarecrying

hearthem,theyadmittotheirsins

forgivethem,strengthentheirfaithso

thattheycanworshiphim truthfully.



Letsatsi:Indeedyouareyourfather’s

daughter,hadyounotgottengreedy

withpoweryouwould.Havemadea

greatprotectorbutit’stoolatenow.

Nyolodi:TellLucianoIam onmyway.

Angel:Myqueen(shebowedherhead

butlifteditagainandlookedatthem)

MayIaskthequeenasmallfavor?

Nyolodi:Yesyoumay.

Angel:PleasetellfatherIam sorry.

Nyolodi:Thatcamefrom yourheartand

yourfatherheardyou.

Angel:Mythanksmyqueen(sheturned

aroundandleft)



Shegottodrylandandflewslowly

goingtowardsLuciferandshethought

ofallthatshehaddon’ttogetthepower

shenowhas.Shewantedtoruleinboth

kingdomsbutthingsdidgoaccordingto

plan.

Lucifer:Don’teventhinkaboutitand

pleasechangeyourform becausethose

whitewingsandblindingme.(shedidn’t

sayanythingshetransformedintoher

demonicform withblackandredwings)

Lucifer:Nowthat’smorelikeit!Didyou

speaktoNyolodi?

Agent:YesisDidandshe...

Nyolodi:Andsheishere

Lucifer:Makeyourselfscarce(to



Nyolodi)welcomemyqueenandmy

thanksforhonoringthisinvitation.

Nyolodi:GettothepointLuciano

Lucifer:NyolodiyouknowwhatIwant

andIknowyourpeoplehavebeendoing

everythingintheirpowertopreventme

from gettingwhat’smine.

Nyolodi:SoWhatdoyouproposeIdo?

Luciano:IneedmychildNyolodiorIwill

dieandIknowyoudon’twantthat.

Nyolodi:OhnoLucianoyouwillnotdies

becauseyouarealreadydeadandliving

intheunderworldwithdemons.What

youareafraidofislosingthepowerthat

youhaveandthepositionofking.

Luciano:Ifyouknowthatthenwhy



wouldyoupreventmefrom gettingit

whenyouhaveyourownkingdom?

Nyolodi:Becausethiskingdom isnot

yoursandyouhavetowaitforthechild

tobebornforyouhim todecidewhathe

wantjustlikeyouweregivenachoice

andyoumadeit.Letthechildgrowand

makeachoicehimself.

Luciano:Idon’thavethatluxurymy

queenpleasehaveaheart.

Nyolodi:Likeyouhaveone!Lookatthe

damageyouhavecausedinthis

kingdom,myfather’skingdom andyet

youstillwanttodomore.

Lucifer:NyolodiIfIdon’tgetthatchild

nowIwillgethim whenhisbornandby



thenIwillnotsparehim,Iwillkillhim

whileyouwatchandsuckthebloodout

ofhislittleandleavehim drylikeadried

fruit.

Nyolodi:DoyourworstLucianoweare

watching,youhavethefreedom todoas

youplease.

Luciano:LeavemysightNyolodi!(he

shoutedfrustrated)

Nyolodi:EvenIfIdon’tleaveyouwon’t

doanythingtome.

Luciano:Whichiswhyam askingyouto

leave.(Nyolodidisappearedintothinair

assheappeared)leavingafrustrated

Luciferbehindthinkingofwhattodo.



InsidethepalaceLebowasinthebaby

chamberlookingathisprincess.

Lebo:Mothersaysyouareagiftforme

from thegodsofBaKoenatoshowme

thattheylovemeastheirown.Am

gratefulforthatandam gratefulforyou

myangel,daddyisdeeplysorryfor

puttingyouthroughthatwhenyouare

soyoung.Ican’twaitforyoutogrowso

thatwecanpraytogetherbeforegoing

tobed,withyougivingmebutterfly

kisses.IloveyouangelandIdon’twant

youtoevendoubtthat.

Ntsikawasstandingbythedoorlooking

athim admiringhim andhisdaughter.

Hecouldwaittomeethischildandhave

suchconversationswithherorher.



Ntsika:Ineverknewyoucouldbeso

lovingbutthefactstillremainsthatmy

witchisbetterthanyours.

Lebo:Thabisomustdealwithyounow,

youcan’tgoaroundclaiminghis

daughterasyours.

Ntsika:Notonlythedaughterthewife

too.

Lebo:Youreallycrazy

Ntsika:Itakeafteryou.Nowcomelet’s

gogetabeerweneedit.

Lebo:Am watchingmybabyheregoto

TokeloandThabiso.

Ntsika:Nothappeningwhoisgoingto

havemybackwhentheyganguponme?



Lebo:Finelet’sgo(theywentoutand

joinedTokeloandThabisoaroundthe

backawayfrom thepeople.)

Thabiso:Iwaswonderingwhenyoutoo

willgethere.

Lebo:Weareherewhatdidwemiss?

Tokelo:ThefactthatThabisohasjust

predictedthatyourprincesswillmarry

Tsietsi’sson.

Ntsika:Hayingiyala!Angekengivume

lokomina.YeboanginankingsnoTsietsi

kodwaleyandondaoneCalabjekuyo

elibonisaukuthiukhohlakele.(NoI

refuse!Iwillnotagreetothat.YesI

don’thaveaproblem withTsietsibut

thatmanhasadangeroussidetohim



thatshowthathiscruel)

Lebo:Am stillshockedatyouranswer

becausethat’sexactlywhatIwasgoing

tosayminusthedangerousandcruel

partbecauseTsietsiisjustlikeus.

Tokelo:Leboisright,allofushereare

nosaintsTsietsi’sdangeroussideisthe

sameasourssoIseenoproblem.

Lebo:YesitisButmydaughterwillnot

marryhisson.

Thabiso:OhMydidyouchangenow?

Andhissonwon’tmarryyourdaughter

butNtsika’sbecauseheistheonewho

saidhedoesn’tagree.

Ntsika:That’sright!

Lebo:MakeyourownNkosi!Butona



seriousnote,howarethepeople?

Tokelo:Theyarestillshakenbythewar

andIdon’tblamethem becausealot

happenedandalotofpeoplelosttheir

lives.

Thabiso:Notjustanypeoplebut

innocentonesatthat.

Lebo:Atleastwehaveafewweeksuntil

thisisover.

Ntsika:Butthegodshaven’tsaid

anythingaboutthisbeingoverafterthe

babyisborn.

Thabiso:Notheydidn’tbutafterthe

birthofthechildweareallowedtouse

ourpowers.

Lebo:Idon’tseethereasontofight



thosepeoplereally,thegodswillpunish

them forusastheyaretheoneswho

allowedallthistohappen.

Tokelo:Thatistrueam justsadthatmy

childisthecauseofallthis.

Ntsika:Thechilddidn’tdoanythinghere,

hisinnocencejustlikeanychild.The

devilistheoneatfaultforallofthisand

youallaretryingtoprotecthim andhe

willappreciatethiswhenhisgrown.

Thabiso:OhmygodsofBaTloungthe

guyhasabrainafterall.(theyall

laughed)

Thequeenmotherlookedatherchildren

from adistancepleasewithhowwell



herchildrengetalong.Shewasalso

pleasedwiththeonesthatadopted

themselvesandmadeherabigfamily.

Theywerealljustgoodpeopleandshe

washappythatherchildrenhavethem

intheirlives.Sheeventhoughttoherself

thatevenifsheweretodietomorrow

shewilldieahappywoman.

Lucianofinallyfoundawayinside

BaKoenabutitonlyallowshim infora

fewsecondsandnowhisworkingon

expandingthetime.Hefoundtheportal

thatopenrightaboveBaKoenathetime

thosechildrengotout,itwasclosedbut

opensabitbutnotasbigashewanted

ittoanddoesn’tgiveasmuchaccessas

hewantedbutitwassomethinghecan



workwith.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin
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Insert75

BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Everyoneinthekingdom wasinthe

palace,peopleoccupiedtheempty

workersquarters,someoccupiedthe



oldpalacethatthelatekinghadand

refusetodemolishwhentheybuildthis

one,hesaidit’stheonlythinghehasof

hisforefathersandhewillnotdemolish

itbutinsteaditwasrenovated.Some

peopleoccupiedthethebackquartersin

thepalacewhiletheotherswereputin

alltheemptyroomsinallthe5wingsof

theplaceswhileothersoccupiedthe

guestchambers.Thequeenshelpedis

decidingdutiesforeveryonesothat

eachpersoncanhelpoutsomehow.

Someyoungmaidensvolunteeredto

helpthepalacemaidenswiththe

cooking,otherswiththewashing,others

withthecleaningandtheyoungmen

weretohelpoutwithgettingthe



groceriesfrom townandmakingsure

thatallthekitchenswerestockedatall

timessothatthecookingpeoplehave

foodtocook.Othersweretohelpout

withthecaringoflivestockandgetting

haystacksfrom thefieldstofeedthem

from thestablesinsteadofgoingoutto

thefield.Othersweretomilkthecows

earlybeforesunrisesothatthereismilk

forcoffeeandbreakfast,othershadthe

gardendutywhileothershadthe

rubbishandotherhelpingtheguards.It

waslikeacampbuteveryoneseemed

tobeworkingwelltogether.Thequeen

motherwasatherhappiestbecauseshe

hadalotofwomenheragetotalktoall

dayandshewaspleased.Thepalace



doctorwasalsothere,shehadmoved

backinpermanentlywithallher

equipmentsincethewarstarted.Yes

sheenjoystheworkatthehospitaland

spendingadaywithhercolleaguesand

helpingpeopleeveryday,buther

prioritieslayatBaKoena.Theroyal

familyhasdonealotforher,shestarted

workingatthepalacewhileshewasstill

justanurseandtheroyalfamilyhelped

hermakeherdream ofbeingadoctor

cometrue.Sincethenherlayatieswill

alwaysbewiththeroyalfamily.Atthe

fieldstheTokeloandLebo’sgang

arrivedarmedtoaTee,theydidn’task

whatwasgoingonastheystarted

shooting,Reneilwewasinherroom



tellingthem tobecarefulnottoharm

thewarriorsofBaKoenaandBaTloung,

tellingthetheirmarkingssothatthey

willbeabletotellthem apart.Whenthey

startedshootingastheyarrivedthe

warriorsincludingtheBaKoenaones

stoppedfightingbecausetheydidn’t

knowtowhom thebilletswereaimedat.

Butthemomenttheyrealizedthatthe

shooterswereontheirsidetheystarted

fightingandgettingmotivatedand

gratefulforthehelptheyweregetting.

Lebo:Outjobisdonehere,let’sgo

checkonthesituationbackatthe

palace.

Tokelo:Ihavenodoubtinmymindthat

thiswillbethelastdayofthiswar.



Thabiso:Ihearyouaboutthatbutdid

younoticethatourcrazyZuluprincehas

disappeared?

Them:What?(theylookedbehindthem

ashewasalwaysthere)

Lebo:Wherethehelldidthatcrazyguy

gotonow?

Tokelo:Heisascrazyasyouareand

nowyouaskingus?

Thabiso:LeaveLebobeButlookatthat

(hepointedinthemiddleofabattle

fieldandthebiglionwasandhewas

alreadycoveredinbloodonhismouth)

Hewouldjumpatawarriorsthroatand

comebackwithit.Theotherswatched

him ashefoughtwithhonorforhis



friendsandnowadoptedfamily.They

wereshockedtosaytheleastbecause

duringthetimeofthewarwithXhantino

onewaspayingattentiontotheotheras

theywereallfighting,butnowthey

couldactuallysee.

Lebo:Iam aproudfather!(hesaidwith

thebiggestsmileonhisface)

Thabiso:Whatinthegodsnameareyou

talkingaboutLebohang?

Tokelo:Pleasedoaskhim becauseright

nowhisnotmybrother(Lebolaughed)

Lebo:Nowyoudisownmefornoreason.

Thabiso:Youjustsaidyouareproud

fatherLebo!

Lebo:Yesbecausemysonisfightingfor



hisfather’skingdom outtherebusy

actingalllionkinghere!Hannaam

proud.

Tokelo:ButLeboyouarecrazydear

brothtIgiveup.

Thabiso:Wecangotothepalace

withouthim Mapulawouldkillme.

Tokelo:Youtalkingaboutyourwifemy

queenwillsendmebackheretogethim.

Lebo:Minewouldaskmetostayhim

andrest

Tokelo:Youwantmetoaskher?

Becauseam callingminenow.

Lebo:Nobodysaidyoushouldsnitch

Tokelo!Letmegogethim.



Thabiso:No!Hisananimaland

understandsotheranimalssoIwillgo.

Tokelo:Finetobutdon’tbecompeting

aboutwhoisabetteranimalthanthe

other,youknowwhatthegodssaid.

Lebo:YeahThatmyboyOurtherego

easyonhim (hesaidwithaseriousface)

Thabiso:WhenIgettohim thefirst

thingIwilltellhim isthatyousaidhis

yourson!

Lebo:Seethat’snotwhatImean

Tokelo:Soundslikewhatyoumeantto

me.

Lebo:No!I...

Thabiso:Okayletmego(joinmodeand



turnedintohisanimalform asheranto

whereNtsikawas)

Hegotthereandstoodrightinfrontof

Ntsikaashejustfinishedrippingoffa

warriorsthroattheyweremovingaround

liketheywereabouttofight.

Lebo:IsthisaanimalshowoffataZoo

orwhat?

Tokelo:Lebowhywouldyousaythat

now?

Lebo:Lookatthosetwoanimals

completingaboutwhoisbiggerthanthe

otherandwhomightbestronger.

Tokelo:Hahahandam suretheyare

arguingaswespeak.



Lebo:HahahIwishIcouldhearthe

animalargumentofthosetwo.

Tokelo:Maybetheywouldsoundlikethe

animalsonSimbathelionking.

Lebo:Don’tletThabisoheatyousay

Ntsikaisalionking.

Tokelo:Thosetwowillneverforgettheir

past.

Lebo:Theyloveeachother!Look!

TheylookedasThabisowascoming

backasthisbigcheetahwiththe

warriorsmovingawaygivinghim way

andNtsikabehindhim killingwarriorsas

hemovesalong.

Lebo:HemightthinkNowissanebutno

heisstillascrazyasbefore.



Tokelo:Youright,whointheirrightmind

wouldbekillingpeopleasheleavesthe

battlefield?

Lebo:Ntsikawould.Bythelookof

thingsthiswarwillbeoverbytonight.

Tokelo:Thatwillbemuchbetter(the

twoanimalsgottothem andwentto

standbythecarlikedogs,Keawas

lookingoutthewindowadmiringthem.

Thetwowenttothecarandopenedthe

backNtsikahoppedinandwenttositat

thefarendlookingoutthewindowwhile

Thabisosatonthissidelookingoutthis

window.

Lebo:Hahahyoutwobehavelikethisis

ajunglesurvivalofthefittest.



Kea:Uncledon’tyouknowthata

cheetahandliondon’tgetalong?

Lebo:Whyprincess?

Kea:Becauseeachonethinksit’sthe

king

Tokelo:Hahahthenwhoistherealking

myprincess?

Kea:TheyBothAreButtheproblem is

thattheybothwanttorulethewhole

jungleatthesametime.

Lebo:Theyneedtolearntoshare

Kea:YesThatwillbebetter(Lebo

laughedastheydrovealong)

Lebo:Icanimaginethem sharing

everythingeventheonetheyarefighting



about(thetworoaredfrom thebackleft

lookingoutthewindows,withNtsika

happyaboutwhatisbeingsaidand

Thabisoangrybecausetheywere

talkingaboutMapula)

Tokelo:Hahahyouguyswillnever

change(theygottothepalaceand

parkedthecar)

Tokelo:YouGuyshavetochangeback

youwillscarethepeople(thetwojust

jumpedoffthecarandwalkedaroundin

circleslookingateachotherintheeye.

Witheachonewaitingfortheotherto

changefirst)

Kea:Am goingtofindmother(she

jumpedoffandleft)



Lebo:OkaySoyoudon’twanttochange

right?Okayam goingtofindmywife

(heleftgoingtothethroneroom

leavingTokelowatchingthosetwo

leaningonthecarwithhisarmsfolded)

Inthethroneroom Lebogotinand

greetedthequeens.

Lebo:MapulaAndZasembopleasego

dealwithyourhusbandsbeforethe

peoplegooutrunningfrom thispalace.

Zasembo:Whathavetheydonenow?

Lebo:Goseeforyourself(Mapulaand

Zasembowentoutgoingtowardsthe

parkingandsawthosetwostillgoing

aroundincirclesliketheywereaboutto



ripeachother’sthroatsoff.Theylooked

atthem withtheirhandsrestingontheir

waist)

Tokelo:YouGuysAreintroublenowand

ifIwereyouIwouldlookoverthere(the

twobothturnedandsawtheirwives

staringatthem andtheybothquickly

changedbacktotheirhumanforms.The

wiveslookedatthem thenwentback

inside)

Thabiso:Youcouldhavewarmedus

Tokelo!

Tokelo:OhnoBrotheryouwon’tblame

mebecauseItoldyoutochangebutyou

bothdecidedtoactlikekids.

Ntsika:Ohngafahupeperezelwa



humuntuwesifaneokhulelwebakithi

(ohIwilldiebeingshoutedatbya

pregnantwomanpeople)

Tokelo:Youshouldhavethoughtofthat

before(heleftthem thereandwent

inside)

Thabiso:Letsgo

Ntsika:No!Yougofirstandifyoudon’t

comeoutwithpotsandpansfollowing

youthenIwillgoin.

Thabiso:SoImustbetheonewhoget

beatenfirst?

Ntsika:WellYesBecauseyoustarted

this(Lebostoodatadistance)

Lebo:Doyouwantthem tocomeget

you?



Ntsika:Sellout!

Theywalkedtothethroneroom with

theirheadshanging.

Mapula:Wedon’thavetimeforthe

dramabetweenyoutwo.

Them:Weapologies

Mapula:Wellthereisnotmuchthegods

candoatthemoment,theywantusto

notinterferebuttokeepeveryonesafe

untilthetimeisright.

Thabiso:Sowhenistherighttime?

Mapula:Whentheprinceisborn

Tokelo:Thatlong!

Mapula:Theprincewillbebornina



monthsountilthenweaccommodate

everyoneinthepalaceandifanyofyou

needadoctorthepalacedoctorishere

withtwonursestoassist.

Ntsika:Okaythen.

Zasembo:NowTellus

Mapula:What?

Reneilwe:Nomyqueenyoupromisedto

telluswhenthekingscomebackwho

thegiveroflifeis.

Tokelo:Wehaveagiveroflife?

Mapula:Yeswedo(shesaidwiththe

smileonherface)

Lebo:Ohno!Ididsaythatwheneveryou

goyoucomebackwithmorewitchcraft



andmorepowersit’senoughnowyhoo!

Ntsika:KantiWhoisthenewwitch?

Zasembo:Ntsika!(shereprimanded)

Ntsika:Am sorry(hesaidlookingdown,

onethingaboutthesemenisthatthey

areruthlessbutthroughallthatthey

loveandrespecttheirwives)

Reneilwe:MapulaTellusnow

Lebo:Justwayitalreadysothatwecan

moveonbutam warningyoudon’t

comebackwithanymorepowersor

witcheshereitisenoughnow.(Mapula

laughedthinkingabouthisreaction)

Mapula:Wellasyouallknowthatthe

childrenofBaKoenahavespecialgifts...



Lebo:Notallofthem nowgettothe

point.

Tokelo:Hahahyoubetterstarttalkingif

youdon’twantyourbrothertoexplode.

Mapula:WellwhenIwenttothesacred

riverIfoundoutthatanotherchildof

BaKoenahasspecialgifts,shehasthe

giftoflife,shecanbreathlifeinto

anythingandthatpersonisNteboheng.

(theykeptquietallwaitingforLebo’s

reactionbuthedidn’thearBecausehe

wasn’tlistening.Theywerealllookingat

him withKwezicrossingfingers.He

lifteduphisheadandsawthateveryone

waslookingathim)

Lebo:What?



Kwezi:MyChiefdidyouhearwhatshe

said?

Lebo:Shewasstillgoingaroundin

circleslikeherhusbandwithNtsikaout

there.

Mapula:WellBrotherIsaidthegiverof

lifeisyourdaughterNteboheng.

Lebo:Don’tplaylikethatMapulait’snot

funny.

Tokelo:Ohit’strueBrother(Lebostood

upandlefttheroom,KweziandTokelo

togetherwithNtsikafollowedhim.He

wenttohischamberandintothekids

room,tookNtebohengandwalkedout

ofthepalacegoingtothebackholding

thechildwiththeothersfollowing



behind.Tokelotoldtheguardtocall

everyoneinthethroneroom.

Kwezi:BabyWhatareyoudoingwith

Nteboheng?(Lebodidanswerashe

keptwalkingwiththem following.They

gottothebackandtheothersarrived

andstoodtherelookingathim.Hesaw

oneofKea’sdogspassingandcalled

andthedogcamewigglingit’stail,he

gavethebabytoKwezitookthedogand

strangledit)

Kwezi:LeboWhatareyoudoing?Thisis

Keabetswe’sdos!(hedidn’tanswerbut

continuestranglingthedoguntilitdied

inhishands,Tokelo,ThabisoandNtsika

couldn’tevenreachbecauseofhow

shockedtheywere.Lebotook



Ntebohengfrom KweziandButher

downbalancingherwithhislegsthen

tookthedeaddogandputitontopof

her.Thelittleprincessstartedplaying

withthedoglaughingandpullingits

earsthenstoppedandlookedatitwhile

holdingitsheadwithherlittlehands.

Withinafewminutesthedogopened

itseyesandjumpedoffthelittlebaby

andmovedawaywhilethebabyfainted.

Lebotookhisdaughterandgaveherto

Kweziandleftcalling)

Lebo:Mah!!!....mother!!!!....mama!!!!

(thequeencameoutmeetingLeboat

thedoor)

Mabotle:WhatiswrongLebo?Whyare

youcryingmybabywhathappened?



(theotherswerealreadytherebehind

him)

Lebo:Mapulahasturnedmydaughter

intoawitchmother!Pleasetellherto

stop!(hewascrying)mydaughtercan’t

beawitchmothershecan’t!!

Mabotle:MapulaWhatdidyoudotothe

baby?(sheshoutedlookingatMapula)

Mapula:Motherthebabywasgiventhe

giftoflifebythegodsasablessing.

Mabotle:ThenWhathappened?Imean

evenifthatisthecaseitwilltaketime

forhertoharnessherpowers.

Mapula:Withherit’sdifferentmother,

herpowersareunlockedfrom birth.

Mabotle:Youdon’tknowthat!(Lebo



whowasinhismothersarmsspoke)

Lebo:It’struemother!Ikilledadogand

shebroughtitbacktolife)thequeengot

angryasshegentlymovedacryingLebo

from hertothesideandwenttoTokelo

andgavehim ahotslapandthen

ThabisoandNtsikagotthesamewhile

Mapula,ReneilweandKwezigot

pinchedontheirears.

Tokelo:Whatwasthatfor?

Mabotle:Forbeingcarelessandstupid!

Puttingmygranddaughter’slifein

danger!YouallknowhowLeboisand

youwentandtoldhim aboutthiswhile

am noteventhere!Lookatwhathedid!

Youdon’tknowtheextentofthebaby’s

powersyetyouletLebodothat!Whatis



wrongwithyou?

Them:Wesorrymyqueen

Mabotle:Youbetterbe!Kwezigiveme

mygranddaughter(Kwezigaveherthe

childwhowasnowsoundasleep)Lebo

mybabyletsgo(shetookLebo’shand

andledhim tothehouseleavingthe

othersoutside)

Ntsika:Damnthequeenstilldisciplines

lieshe’sdiscipliningachild!(hesaid

rubbinghischeek)

Tokelo:Thiswasnothing,waituntilshe

locksyouinaroom andbeatyouup

withabroomstick.

Kwezi:Ididn’tthinkLebowillreachthis

way,itwasimmatureofhim!



Mapula:Nosisteritwasnot,I

understandhim becauseasyouknow

mybrotherisnotthebloodofthisfamily

andheneverthoughtthathischildren

willhavepowersbecausehisnotof

royalty.Butthegodshavethelittle

princesspowersbecausetheywanted

toshowhim thattheyalsorecognize

him asoneoftheirown.

Tokelo:Ialsodon’tblamehim,hisown

ancestorsdon’tvisithim andtheydon’t

havepowers.BaKoenaaretheonly

ancestorsheseesandfeelsare

protectinghim eventhoughheworships

hisaswell.Butthroughallthathis

biologicalfatherandmothernevervisit

him,evenwhenthebabieswereborn



fatheristheonethatcametohim and

congratulatedhim onbecomingaman

withafamilyandnowhefindsoutthat

hischildhaspowersfrom theancestors

thatarenotevenhistriggered

somethinginhim.Leboalwaystalks

abouthowhisparentsdon’tlovehim

whenhisdrunkandnowthis.

Kwezi:IunderstandandIwilltryandbe

moreconsiderate.Ididn’tthinkitwas

thisdeep.

Theyallwenttothethroneroom.

Like,commentandshare
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

TheBaKoenakingdom hasn’tbeena

kingdom thesepasttwoweeks,because

thepeopleofthekingwereresidingin

theroyalpalaceofthekingdom like

royalty,beingtreatedlikeroyalsand

eatinglikeroyalseveryday.Butthrough

outthesetwoweekLuciferandthe

agenthissisterwereworkingon



openingtheportalmakingitbigenough

forLucifertofitinandtheagenteven

testedittomakesurethatthebarrier

aroundthatpartwasbrokenlikethey

suspectedandindeeditwas.Reneilwe

thequeenofthekingdom isexpectedto

giveboththisweekasitisnowinthe

middleofthethirdweekandtheprince

willbecomingtotheworldanymoment.

Thisdaythequeenwasnotherself,she

wasnotfeelingquiteherselftodayasa

resultsheandthekingTokeloretiredto

bedearlybuttheywerenotsleeping

theywerebusytalkinglayinginbed.

Reneilwe:Myking.

Tokelo:Yesmyqueen

Reneilwe:Haveyouthoughtofnames



fortheprinceyet?

Tokelo:Eish!Withallthathasbeen

goingonthatslippedmymind,what

aboutyou?

Reneilwe:Ijustwantustonamehim

somethingmeaningful,somethingthat

willhonorthelatekingyourfather.

Tokelo:ThatwouldbeniceandIknow

fatherwouldappreciateit.

Reneilwe:SoWhatwillitbe?

Tokelo:HowaboutLerumolaTokelo

Reneilwe:Nohowaboutyourfather’s

secondname?

Tokelo:Myfather’ssecondnamewas

mygreatgrandfather’snamesoifwe



givehim thatnamethenwewillbe

honoringbothofthem.

Reneilwe:Ilikethatevenbetter,sowhat

isthename.

Tokelo:ThenameisArabang

Reneilwe:Okaymindtellingmethestory

behindit?

Tokelo:Wellaccordingtowhatfather

toldme,mygreatgreatgrandfatherwas

strugglingasakinghenceBaKoenawas

justanlittlekingdom withno

significancetoalotofpeopleand

kingdomsbecausetheyhadmotherto

offer.Myfathertoldmethatmygreat

greatgrandfatherwenttothemountains

foramonthtopraytothegodsof



BaKoenathenaftercomingbackhe

wenttotheBaKoenasacredriverfor

anothermonth.Everyonethoughhewas

doinghisintimationstobecomea

healerorsomethinglikethatbutmy

fatherwenttothoseplacestoprayfor

prosperityandwealthforhiskingdom.

Heaskedthegodtoanswerhisprayers

andpleashencehechangedhisname

from BokamosotoArabangBaKoena,

hewantedthegodsofBaKoenato

answerhisprayersandtheydidand

gavehim adaughterthathenamed

Nyolodimeaningangel,atthatpointhe

wascountedandthoughtthegodsonly

answeredhisqueensprayersofhaving

achildforhim andhewasgladthatat



leastoneoftheirprayerswasanswered.

Littledidheknowthatthegodsof

BaKoenaanswersboththeirprayers.

Sincehewenttothemountainsandthe

riceforthosemonthsthegodbelieved

hedeservedmorethanjustonegift.So

theyhavehim aprincesswhohappened

tothefirstrainqueenofthisland.

Reneilwe:WOW Thatisdeepsohow

aboutweusebothnames?

Tokelo:Youwanthim tobeArabang

BokamosoMahapi?

Reneilwe:YesIwanttogodstoanswer

forthefutureoftheirprince,Iknowthis

childwillbedifferent,hisbothgoodand

evilmorelikethatangel/demonthat

cameheretheotherday.SoIwantboth



thegodsofBaKoenaandthoseof

BaTloungtoanswertohisfuture.

Tokelo:Whatdoyoumeantoanswerto

thefutureoftheprince?

Reneilwe:ImeanthatIwantthem tobe

theonewhokeephim inline,theones

whowarnhim ofhisdemonicsideand

helphim overcomeit.Iwantthem tobe

responsibleforkeepingbothhim and

thiskingdom becauseBokamoso

bayonabomatsohongahae(Because

it’sfutureisinhishands)Romberg

whenthatwomansaidhecantake

BaKoenatogreathighsbutcanalso

bringittoitsknees.

Tokelo:Iunderstandwhatyouare

sayingandsinceweknownothingabout



hispower,justlikeKeabetsweIalso

wantthem toguidehim aswell.

Reneilwe:Yeahlet’ssleepnowit’s

almostmidnightam tired.

Tokelo:Haveagoodslumbermyqueen

(hekissedherforehandandlaynextto

her)

Intheprincess’sroom Keabetswewas

sleepingpeacefullywhenshesuddenly

sawhergrandfather.Itwaslikesheis

awakeandhewassittingrightnextto

heronthebed.

Lerumo:Keabetswe!

Keabetswe:Grandpa



Lerumo:Whyareyousleeping?

Keabetswe:Becauseam tiredgrandpa

Lerumo:WhatPowerdidwegiveyou?

Keabetswe:ThePowerofbeingthe

portalofthegodsofBaKoena.

Lerumo:Sowhyareyousleepingwhena

portalisbeingopenedandpeopleare

abouttoenteryourhome?

Keabetswe:Butgrandpathereisa

barrierinthekingdom noonecanget

throughthat.

Lerumo:Keabetswe!Withyourkindof

poweryoushouldbeabletosensea

portalthatisopenevenifit’sfrom

acrosstheworldyouwillfeelit.Now

whyareyounotconcentratinglikeo



taughtyouandseetheportalandgo

closeit.

Keabetswe:Iwill...

Lerumo:Stootalkingmylightand

concentrate!(Keabetswestopped

talkingandclosedhereyesand

concentratedshesawtheportalthatis

rightinthemiddleoftheroyalpalaceis

openandamanshecan’tmakeoutwas

enteringthepalace.Hewasatfeetlevel

andseem tobestrugglingtogetinbut

hewaspushingthrough)

Lerumo:Nowgetupandstophim

beforeit’stoolate!Getupnow!

(Keabetswewokeupsweatingandgot

outofbedgoingtoherparentsroom to

askherpermissionasshewastoldto



do.Shegotthereandknockedandher

fatherinvitedherin)

Thabiso:Princess!Atthistimeofthe

night,whatisgoingon?

Keabetswe:FatherIcametoaskfor

permissiontogoandclosetheportal

thatisopeninginthemiddleofthe

palaceandthegodswantmetocloseit

beforeit’stoolate(bythistimeMapula

wasalreadywearinghergownand

slippers)

Thabiso:Goprincessyourmotherwill

bewithyouwhileIgetdressedandjoin

you.(whiletheyweretalkthunder

roaredoutsidewithaveryloudbang

startlingeveryoneinthehouse)



Keabetswe:It’shappeningandwemust

hurry(theyThewerestilltalkinganother

thunderstokedfollowedbylightning

thatwasshootingthroughthesky.

Whiletheywerelisteningtothatan

excruciatingcrycamefrom outsideand

theyallwentouttoinvestigateeven

Lebo,Ntsika,ZasemboandKwezi.They

heardthatthecrywascomingfrom

Tokelo’schamberandtheyallran

towardstherewhileKeabetsweheldher

motherbythehandpullingherback.

Mapula:Areyouscareprincess?

Keabetswe:Nomotherbutmeandyou

havetogoandtakecareoftheportal

becauseiftheprinceisbornandthat

thingmanagestogetinsidethenwewill



losehim (Mapuladidn’tsayanythingas

sheknewthewaysofthegodsarenot

tobequestioned.Shetookher

daughter’shandandwenttowherethe

portalisandindeeditwasopenanda

manseemedtobestuckinthereand

can’tgetthrough.)

Lerumowhisperedintotheprincess’s

ear‘wecan’tholditforlongprincessdo

whatyouhavetodobutmakesurehe

doesn’tentertheroyalpalacenomatter

what’NtsikaandLebowereboththere

sincetheysawthatitwaschildbirthand

theywon’tbeallowedanywherenearit

sotheycametothisside.

Ntsika:Whereisshegoingnow?

Lebo:Whywouldyouaskmewhen



she’syourlittlewitchnotminesoyou

shouldknowbetter.

Ntsika:IfIwasawizardmyselfthenI

wouldunderstandbutnowam clueless

Lebo:Thenshipupandwatch.

Ntsika:Andthisthunderandlightningis

notnormal.

Lebo:Haveyoueverseennormalat

BaKoena?

Ntsika:FairEnough!

Keabetswedrewherwingsandflewup

andwentthroughtheportalrightnextto

theopeningappearingontheotherside

rightInfrontofLucifer.



Keabetswe:Hellow

Lucifer:Littlegirlhowdidyougethere?

Keabetswe:OhIcangetinandoutof

hereasIpleasebecausemypowers

allowmeto.

Lucifer:Thenwouldyoumindhelping

unclesouthereIseem tobestuck.

Keabetswe:Wellyouwerenotsupposed

togoinfeetfirstinaportalyougoin

headfirst.

Luciferthoughaboutwhatshesaidand

thoughtmaybeshecouldmanipulate

intohelpinghim loosentheopeningfor

him togoinside.

Lucifer:Sohelpmebecauseam already

stucksoloosenitupsoIcangothrough



l.

Keabetswe:Youwon’tgothroughlike

thatsillyyouhavetogetoutthengoin

headfirstoryouwillkeepgettingstuck.

Lucifer:Okaythenhelpmegetoutso

thatIcandoasyousay(Luciferwasso

desperatetogetintothepalacethathe

didn’tevenpickitupthathewasbeing

tricked)

Keabetswe:OkayIwillhelpyou(she

loosenedtheopeningasLucifercame

outcomingbacktothesideshewasin

sohecangoinheadfirstbecausehe

alsosawtheagentgoinginheadfirst)

hepushedthroughuntilhewasoutand

assoonashewasoutKeepquickly

closedtheportalandwentbackbut



Luciferheldherbyherlegmakingsure

hedoesn’tletgo.

Staytuned

Like,commentandshare
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Youknowwhensomeoneisjustdoing



badthingsallthetimeandchurchgoers

wouldstartingsaying‘thedevilis

playingwithhim’wellinthiscasethe

devilwasreallyplayingwithKeabetswe.

Mapulacouldseeherdaughterhanging

thereandnotcomingout,shewasnot

sayinganythingasshewasworriedher

motherwillwanttohelpwhensheisnot

supposedto.Let’sfaceitanyparent

wouldwalkthroughfirefortheirchildren,

wellmaybenotallparentbutthosewho

lovetheirchildrenwoulddoanythingto

protectthem.Whichiswhyyouwould

seeparentofchildrenwhoarewell

knownrobberswhoterrorizepeoplein

theneighborhoodstandupforthem and

coverforthem.Notbecausetheydon’t



knowwhattheyaredoingbutbecause

theyareparentsandXhosapeoplesay

‘inimbaiyasika’Idon’tknowhowto

reallyputitinEnglishbuttosum itup,

noparentwantstoseetheirchildhurt

nomatterhowbadtheycanbe,the

parentisthelastonetolosehopein

theirchildren.

OntheothersideofthepalaceReneilwe

wasinlaborandthequeenmotherand

thepalacedoctorweretheretoassist

her.Hercry’scutdeepintoTokelo’s

heartwonderingifitwasallworthit.

Lebocouldseethepainandpanicon

hisbrother’sfaceandhewentoverto

him andheldhisshouldersqueezingita



bitreassuringhim thateverythingwillbe

okay.Butthethunderthatwasrumbling

andthelightningsaidotherwise.

Lebo:ForWhatisworth,Ihavebeen

thereandIknowhowitfeels.

Tokelo:Thanksman

Ntsika:ForWhatit’sworth,Ihavenever

beenthereandIdon’tknowhowitfeel..,

Tokelo:Youjusthadtosaysomething

didn’tyou?

Ntsika:Wellyoudidn’tletmefinish,asI

wassayingIhaveneverbeenthrough

thatandIknowmytimeiscomingand

thatcryinthereispainful.Whydowe

subjectourwomentothatagain?

Thabiso:Sothatmoronslikeyoucan



havebabies.

Lebo:Nowthatlowbecauseyoualso

didn’tgettoexperiencethatbecause

yourwifedecidedtoperform witchcraft

andgavebirthunderwater.

Ntsika:Whodoesthatanyway?

Lebo:Mysisterdoesandwhenareyou

haveanotherbaby?

Ntsika:Yeahourlittlewitchisold

enoughnow.

Tokelo:ThegodsofBaKoenahave

forsakenme(hethrewhishadinthein

defeat)

Thabiso:Why?

Tokelo:Seriously?



Thabiso:Ifit’sbouttheprinceandyour

wifetheywillbefine.

Tokelo:Noit’saboutthesetworight

here(pointingatNtsikaandLebo)

Them:Whathavewedone?(theyasked

asthesametime)

Thabiso:Exactly!

Tokelo:SeeWhatImean?Lebono

offensebrotherbutIalsothinkyouwere

enoughmanbutnowweaddedanother

youandit’sdrivingcrazy.

Lebo:Goodcrazyorbadcrazy?

Tokelo:Whenhaveyoueverheardof

goodcrazy?

Ntsika:Ihaveheardofit,it’swhenyou



havesomeonethatdrivesyoucrazyina

goodway.

Lebo:Yeahthewaythatkindofmakes

youfeelgoodandforgetabout

everythingelse(Tokelolookathis

brotherandrealizedthathewasthe

luckiestmanintheworldtohavea

brotherlikehim.Hesawhowstressed

hewasanddidn’teverythinghecouldto

distracthim)

Tokelo:BrotheryouknowIloveYou

right?

Thabiso:Nowthat’sjustgay

Ntsika:Serioussecretsarecomingout

todaybutthereisnoshamemanweget

itbutstayawayfrom meplease.



Lebo:Iloveyoutoobrotherbutman!

Don’teversaythatinfrontofpeople

jeeztalkaboutgaytendencies!(hesaid

thatwithadisgustedfaceandthe

otherslaughedathim)

Tokelo:WOW Guys!

Them:What?

Tokelo:Listentothat(hesaidwitha

littleexcitementasthebaby’scriedfill

thewholepalace)

Lebo:Theregoeswitchcraftagaininthis

palace!(hethrewhishandintheair

pacing)

Thabiso:Whataretalkingaboutnow?

Ntsika:NoLeboisrightguysyoupeople

haveexceededyourlevelofwitchcraft,I



meanyourulethewitchesItellyou.

Tokelo:Whatareyoubothonaboutnow?

Lebo:Tokeloareyoudearorwhat?

Tokelo:Nowhy?

Lebo:Can’tyouhearyourbaby’scry?

Thabiso:Wecanallhearitso?

Lebo:WhichbabyhaveyoueverandI

meaneveryouallyouryearsofliving

heardababycrylikethat?

Tokelo:LikeWhat?

Lebo:GuysThatbaby’scrycouldbe

heardinBaTlokwa.

Ntsika:Itoldyouhisright!(theyallkept

quietandthebaby’scrycontinuedtofill

thewholepalaceandnotlongafterhe



wasquietthethunderrumbledsoloud

andlightningstrikesrightinfrontofthe

doortoTokelo’sroom andtheymoved

backholdingeachother.Whilethey

werelookingatthatheavyrainfellfrom

theskyasifithadbeenrainingfor

hours.

Lebo:Ihavesaidit!

Ntsika:AndItoldyouthatyouhave

exceededwiththeexcessamountof

witchcraftyoupeopleperform.

Thabiso:ThegodsofBaKoenahave

welcomedhim,welcomingtofather-

woodmyking.(hebowedhisheada

little)

Lebo:CongratulationsMyking!Nowthe



kingdom hasprinceandheirtothe

throne(healsobowedhisheadasper

thetradition)

Ntsika:Theysayakingwithoutanheiris

notrespectedbyotherkingdomsashis

rainwillperish.Youhavegivenyour

peopleanheirandanassurancethat

theywillneverhavetoworryaboutbeing

undertheleadershipofamantheydo

notknow.Welldonemyking(hebowed

hisheadinrespect)

Tokelo:Wellyouallshouldhavetoldme

alongtimeagothatIneededtohavea

childtogainyourrespectandactually

hearyoucallmekingandevenbowto

me.

Lebo:Youjusthadtoruinit!It’sgone



nownorespectforyou.

Tokelo:Leboam justjokingand

enjoyingthelittleattentionIgot.Am

happyandIthankyouandthegodof

BaKoenaforthis.

Mabotle:Don’tThankthem yet!(theyall

turnedandlookedthequeenmother

standingbythedoor)

Lebo:WhyMother?

Mabotle:Tokelowecan’tfreeyourwife

andsonuntilyouhaveperformedthe

necessaryrightsfortheprince.

Tokelo:Queenmotheryouscaredme

thereforaminute(hesaidwalkingover

toherandsheslappedhim attheback

ofhishead)



Tokelo:AwwhWhatwasthatfor?

Mabotle:Am notqueenmothertoyou.

Tokelo:Am sorrymother

Lebo:Beathim mama!

TheywalkedinsideforTokeloto

perform theprince’sright.

OntheothersideMapulaissoaking

wentpleasuringwithKeabetsweto

comedownsothattheycangoinside

butsheismakingexcuses.

Mapula:KeabetsweIfyoudon’tget

downhereandcomingovertogetyou.

Keabetswe:MyqueenpleaseIcan

handlethis.



Mapula:Yousaidthat20minutesago!

Shedrewherwingsandliftedoffthe

ground.

Keabetswe:Mamano!

Voice:Mapula!!Mapula!(saidthevoice

ofherfather)

Mapulalookedaroundinhopesof

seeingherfatherbutwasnotthere,so

shethoughtitwasinherheadasshe

liftedupagain.

Voice:MapulaMohapikeblahoshapa

wena!(MapulaMohapiam goingto

beatyou)

Mapula:Father!

Lerumo:Doyoudisobeyeldersnowand

thegodsofyourland?



Mapula:Nofather

Lerumo:Lookthedivilhastheprincess

(heeyewidenedandsheliftedup

withoutsayingawordgoingoverthe

barrieranditclosedbehindandturned

andsawLuciferhopingontoher

daughter’slegandshechargedtohim

onlytobepushedsohardthathewant

flyingbacktothepalacegrounds)

Lerumo:Am talkingtoyouandyouleave?

Isthathowyouhaveturnedouttobe?

Mapula:Nofatherit’sjustthatmychild

is...

Lerumo:Listentome,theprincessholds

greatpowerjustlikeyoudoandshewill

getherselfoutofthis(toKeabetswe)



KeabetswedoyouknowwhyIhaveyou

thatname?

Keabetswe;Nograndpa

Lerumo:IgaveyouthatnamebecauseI

LerumoKeabetsweIhavebeengiven

morethanIcaneveraskforbythegods.

Youmyprincesshaveauniquepower

andyoucangetyourselfoutofthat

situationwhichwhyIchoseyou.

Rememberyourtraining.

Keabetswe:Yesgrandpa.

Keabetsweclosedhereyes

concentratingwhileshehangedupside

down.Electricalshockwentthoughher

wholebabybutconcentratedthetothe



foodLuciferwashodong.Itwaspure

andpowerfulthatsentLuciferflyingthe

momentitcameintocontactwithhis

handandKeabetsweslidherfootout

andcompletelysealedtheportal.

IknowIhavebeenawaybutyougetting

moreinsertstomorrow.

Pleasedoappreciatetheinsertbyliking

andcommentingafteryouread.
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Nowweallknowthatonecannever

trulydefeatthedevil,onecanonlykeep

him awayforawhilebuthewillsurely

comebackandtestyourfaithbecause

peopleturntorelaxwhenthingsgowell

forthem.AtthispointLuciferwokeup

from wherehefellandheardthecryof

hissonandhiscoldheartstarted

beatingfast.Hewasbothworriedand

happyatthesametime,worriedthat

theymightjustsucceedinkeepinghim

pureofheartandthatwillbetheendof



him becauseforhim tosurvivehehasto

feedonthebadandbloodspillhewas

supposedtobring.Happythathisborn

andthathewillhaveachancetofully

transferthepowertohim onewayorthe

other.Hissisterandagentgottohim

andsatnexttohim ontherooftop

lookingtheotherwaywhilehelooked

theother.

Agent:Sowefailedevenaftersomuch

workweputintothis.

Lucifer:Yourproblem isthatyoudon’t

seethebiggerpicture.

Agent:whatbiggerpictureareyou

talkingabout?

Lucifer:NowthathisbornIwillinfluence



him inanywayIcan,Iwilltempthim

everywherehegoesjustlikefatherdid

tomeandIknownoonecanresistthe

power.

Agent:Soifthat’sthecasethenIwish

youwellbutIhaveaquestion.

Lucifer:Whatisit?

Agent:Whenyousayfather,whoareyou

referringto?

Lucifer:MyFather,ourfather!Lucifer

himself,handsomeagentandthemost

lovedbythepeople.That’swhoam

talkingabout.

Agent:Doyoueverthinkofourreal

fatherandourhome?

Lucifer:Nomyhomeistheunderworld



now.Whywouldyouaskmethat?

Agent:Becauseyoudenyhim likehehas

nevergivenyoulifeandpower.Fatheris

thereasonwhyyouarestillhere,if

fatherwantednoneofuswouldbehere

breathing.

Lucifer:Fathercanneverdoanythingto

me.

Agent:Ifyousayso.

Inthehousethecrownedprinceof

BaKoenawasnowbeingintroducedto

therestofthefamily.Heldbythequeen

motherofBaKoenanowthe

grandmotheroffivechildren.Therestof

thefamilywassittingintheloungewith



allthegrandchildrenofthefamily.

Mabotle:RoyalfamilyofBaKoena,here

isthecrownedprinceofthekingdom,

nowbeforeIintroducehim toeveryoneI

wouldlikemyfirstbornthekingof

BaKoenaandthefatheroftheprinceto

giveusthenamethattheprincewillbe

knownby(Tokelostoodupwithaproud

smileonhisface)

Tokelo:Greetingsonceagainroyal

family,todayIstandbeforeyounotas

TokelobutasthekingofBaKoena,

standinghereastherepresentativeof

thegodsofBaKoenaandaproudfather

toprinceArabangBokamosoMohapi,

thecrownedprinceofBaKoenaandthe

heirtothethroneoftheBaKoena



kingdom.Welcomemyprince.

Mabotle:Ididn’tknowthattheprince

willbetheonetocarrythenameofmy

husbandandmyfatherinlaw,Ithe

queenmotherofBaKoenaandthe

grandmothertoallthesechildren

welcomeyoutothefamilyprince

ArabangBokamosoMahapi(she

passedtheprincetoLeboandhestood

withKwezitogivetheprinceblessings)

Lebo:PrinceArabangIknowonlyyour

Guadianacanhearallthatisbeingsaid

toyounowbutwilltellyouallaboutit

whenyouaregrown.Standingbefore

youtodayisyourChiefandBrotherto

yourfatherandnowyourprotector.You

alsohavebrothersinmysonsand



anothermotherinmywifeKwezi.

Welcomedearprince.

Kwezi:Ihavenowordsotherthanyou

areblessed,notwithjustamotheranda

fatherbutwith4mothers,4father’sand

4brother’sandsistersthatyoucanrun

towhenthingsdon’tgowellinyourlife.

Notonlythatyoualsohavegrand

motherswhoaregoingtoprotectyou

andspoilyou.Welcomemyprince.(the

babywasnowgiventoMapulaand

Thabiso)

Thabiso:Boydon’tgetusedtobeing

calledaprinceyouarejustachildhere,

neverletyourtitlegotoyourheadand

onemorething,thepoweryoupossess

ifnotforbullyingthosewhohavenone



butprotectingthem.Welcomemy

prince.

Mapula:YoualreadyknowwhatIwant

tosaytobecauseIhavealreadysaidit,

remembermywords.(thebabywas

nowgiventoNtsikaandZasembo)

Ntsika:BoyIam notyourfamilyandI

don’tdowellwithwitchcrafteven

thoughit’samazingtowatch.Butam

yourthirdfatherafterLebosomeand

him arethecoolonesyoucanhangout

withwhileyourfatherGodblesshissoul!

Thetheseriousoneandhewillbe

worsewithyou.Andthenthereisyour

auntshusband,thatguycankillyouwith

lookssoifyoudosomethingbadrun

awayfrom hisdirection.Ohbytheway



yourfirstbeerisonme.

Tokelo:What?

Ntsika:Itoldyouso!

Zasembo:Babydon’tlistentothisone.

Welcomehomeandpleasedoyour

parent,yourfamilyandtherestofthe

kingdom proud.Bethekingofprince

manywanttobeandmanyhate

becausetheycan’treachyourstandard.

Bethekindwhenyousetfootonthe

groundthedevilsaysohshit!Hisawake.

Iknowyouwillhearalotofthingbut

bareinmindthatthosewhohateyour

familyandtheunityyouallhavewill

alwaystrytodestroyyou.Welcomemy

prince.



Ntsika:Hayithat’senoughnowlet’seat

Lebo:YeahIhavebeenwonderingwhen

thiswillendsothatIcaneat,thefood

smellsamazingandIdon’tresist

anymore.

Theyallmovedtothediningtablewhile

wivestookfoodtothenewmothertogo

andeatwithherwhiletheprinceiswith

thegrandmother.

Lebo:Iwasthinkingofstarting

constructiononthehousestomorrow,

thepeopleneedtheirspace.

Mabotle:Yourightson,theyhavebeen

hereforsometimenow,yestheymay

seem happyandallbutweallknowthat



noonewouldhavethegutstocomplain

tousforbeinghere.

Thabiso:Thenletusstartbuildingthe

housesagainandthemencanhelp

whileotherscangoaheadandworkon

thefarms.

Ntsika:Hayihakenimenibo!Nijarhele

kuphi?Niyaziukuthikumelenigezeigazi

kuqalaphambikokwakha.(noholdon!

Whatistherush?Youknowthatyou

havetocleansethebloodshedbefore

building)

Mabotle:Areyousureyounotmyson?

Ntsika:Iam yoursonmother(hesaid

withamockingsmilelookingatLebo)

Lebo:Youcansmileallyoulikethisis



mymotheryoursisinKZNsoplease

respectboundaries(Ntsikalaughed)

Mabotle:EvenSo,hisrightwecan’tdo

anythinguntilthosefieldsandtherest

ofthekingdom iscleansed.Thatwill

includethekingandwarriorsof

BaTlokwaandthekingandwarriorsof

BaTloung.Theyalsohavebloodontheir

handsandwehavetocleanseit.

Keabetswe:MayIpleasetrainwiththe

warriors?(theroom wentsilent)

Thabiso:Whenhaveyoueverseena

womanwarrior?

Keabetswe:IffatherallowsIwouldlike

tospeakmymindmyking.

Thabiso:Goaheadprincess.



Keabetswe:Father,everyandeveryone

ofthisfamilyhavetheirownspecial

powerandcontributiontothewellbeing

ofthisfamilyandIwouldalsoliketodo

mybit.IknowyouwillsayIam the

portalandthatisenoughbutit’snot,as

thefirstgrandchildofthefamilyIwant

toleadtheotherbyexample.Please

allowmetodothisandifyoudon’tsee

changethenIwillstop.

Mabotle:Iwouldsayyouabravewoman

ofBaKoenabuttheBaTloungtakethe

creditforthat.Youaretrulythechildof

theelephantsandthegrandchildofthe

alligators.Youarestrongandpowerful

justlikeyourmother.

Thabiso:AsmuchasIdon’tlikethisbut



Iwillletitbefornow,butifyougethurt

thenam takingyououtofit.

Keabetswe:Thankyoufather.

Ntsika:Nazoke!Umuntuengathi

ukuthakathaakwanelemanjeusefuna

ukubawumfazikaShakaZuluohamba

imfazwe.(therewego!Asifwitchcraft

wasnotenoughapersonnowshe

wantstobeShakaZulu’swifegoingon

battles)

Lebo:Ican’twaittowatchandseehow

longitwilltakehertouseherpowers.

Thabiso:Youarenotallowedtouse

yourpowersonanyoneKeabetswe.

Keabetswe:AlrightFather.



Therestofthenightwasspenttalking

andlaughingasafamilywithnoone

wantingtogotobed.

Like,commentandshare
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WhenGodstimecomesnoonecanstop



itandnoonecanescapeit.Theysay

deathbenotproudbutthequestionis,

wherewouldourforefathersand

mothersbeinnoonediedintheworld,if

everyonelivedforever,howwouldthey

looknow,whowouldbetakingcareof

them?Am surewewouldhavedonethe

samethingthatrichpeopledo,putthem

inoldagehomesbecausewecan’ttake

careofthem duetoourbusylives.But

eventheoldagehomeswouldbeover

crowdedwitholdpeopleandthere

wouldbenospacetoaccommodate

them.Ibelievetherewouldbemoreold

agehomesthananyother

accommodationsandtherewouldbe

morenursesandhomebasedcareers



thananythingelseintheworld.Yetwe

saydeathbenotproud,deathisnot

meantasapunishmentbutasaform of

blessingshowingpeoplethatwhenone

hadfulfilledhisdestinythentheygo

backhomewheretheybelong.It’s

painfulyesbutlet’sratherlookatthe

goodthanthebad.ThekingofBaTloung

hasbeenfeelingthathistimeisnearing

butdidn’twanttosayanythingsince

therewaswaratBaKoena,hewanted

thingstosettlefirstbeforesaying

anythingbutnowhecouldn’tkeepquiet

anymoreashefeelslikeanydaynow

wouldbehislast.Hisnotsickbutthe

visionsthathisbeingshowninhis

dreamsaremorethanclearandhowhis



beenfeelinglatelysaysitall.Hewoke

upearlyatsunriseandwenttostandby

thekraalandlookedatthedirectionof

themountainssoastowatchasthe

sunrisesandgracetheskywithits

beauty.Thefirstraiseofsunappeared

throughthemountainsmakingitlook

orange,heleftatpeaceashewas

watchingit.Hefishedforhisphone

from hispocketanddialedhissonwhile

lookingatthesunrisefrom the

mountains.Itrangacoupleoftimesand

hepickedup.

Convo:

Letsi:SunriseGreetingsmyprince.

Thabiso:GreetingsFather,howareyou

thismorning?



Letsi:Iam wellsonhowareyouandthe

family?

Thabiso:WeareallalrightFather,

Tokelowasblessedwithaprincelast

night.

Letsi:Congratulationstohim andmy

daughterReneilwe,Iwouldhavelovedto

seeherbutIunderstandthesituation.

Thabiso:Iwilltellheryouwishherwell.

Letsi:Mythanksmyprince,lookIcalled

toaskyouforsomething.

Thabiso:AnythingFather.

Letsi:Iwantyoutocomehomeandsee

me,it’simportantthatyoudoandalso

bringmethatroyalblanketasmineis

oldnow,Iwanttheonewesawafew



monthsback.

Thabiso:IseverythingalrightFather?

Letsi:Youwillhearofwhatishappening

whenyougethereandpleasetryto

hurryandbringtheprincesswith.

Thabiso:Alrightthenletmewakeup

nowandpreparesothatImakeitin

townwhentheyopen.

Letsi:DothatandIwillbewaiting.

Thabiso:Tillwemeetfather.

Letsi:Solongson.

Theydroppedthecalledandtheking

wentinsidethepalaceandaskedthe

cheftomakeallhissonandwife’s



favoritebreakfast.Hiswifelikessunny

sideupeggs,vegetablebacon,freshly

squeezedorangejuiceandhissonlike

anythingsweetforhisbreakfast,beit

wafflesormuffinsorpancakeswith

syrup.Thechefstartedonthefood

whilethekingwentandaskedthe

maidenstosetthetableinthegarden

forthem andtheywentanddidas

instructedbytheking.Thequeencame

downafter30mineandlookedatthe

diningtableandhewasn’ttheresoshe

askedthemaidensandtheydirectedher

tothegarden,shewalkedthereandthe

kingwassippinghiscoffeelookingand

admiringthebeautifulflowersinthe

garden.



Queen:Myking,Ihavebeenlookingfor

you,sunrisegreetings.

Letsi:SunriseGreetingsmydearqueen,

howwasyournight?

Queen:Itwaspeaceful,howwasyours?

Letsi:Ablessing.

Queen:Iseetheymademyfavoritethis

morning.

Letsi:Iaskedthem tomakeit,Iwanted

tosharethismealwithyou.

Queen:ThatIappreciatemykingmy

thanks.

Letsi:Myqueen,whenthetimecomes

formetodepartfrom thisworldIwant

youtodosomethingforme.



Queen:Youdon’thavetotellmewhatI

needtodonowbecauseyouarenot

dyingnow.

Letsi:PleaseListentomemyqueenfor

wedon’tknowwhattomorrowholds,

theywasyesterdayismuchpeoplegot

nolookingbacknomatterwhat,there’s

nothingtherebutmemoriesthatbring

sorrow.Yesterdayisgone,todayisa

blessingandtomorrowisunknown.

Queen:OkaythenmykingIam more

earsbecauseyouhaveconvincedme.

Letsi:IwantyoutobehappywhenIdie,

notbecauseyouarenotsadaboutmy

departurebutyouwouldbecelebrating

theyearsyouspentwithmeandthe

memoriesyousharedwithme.Iwant



youtogrieveyesbutnotfortoolong

becauseyouwillbreakmyheart.After

myburialIwantyoutogotothatplace

ofyoursandgetthosebodymassages

andrelaxandrememberthisday,

rememberwhatIsaidandthensmile

andfaceeachdaywithasmile.

Queen:(crying)Letsiareyouleavingme?

Letsi:Iholdnoknowledgeofthatmy

queenbutthatiswhatiwantyoutodo

forme.Pleasegrantmethatwish.

Queen:Iwilldoasyousaybutdon’tdie

onmeyet,Istillneedyou.

Letsi:Youwon’tstopneedingmeno

matterhowlongIstaywithyoumy

queen.



Queen:Thatistrue

Theycontinuedhavingtheirbreakfastin

lightconversation.

AttheCapitalThabisoParkshiscarand

walkedtotheshopthatsellstheblanket

hisfatheraskedfor.Hegotitand

Modianyeo‘thetraditionalSothohat’he

paidforthestaffandwenttothecoffee

shoptobuyhimselfacupofcoffee

whilehedriveshome,hegotinand

placedhisorderforthecoffeeandsat

onthetablewhilehewaited.

Voice:ThabisoMoloi(heturnedtosee

whoitwasandwhentheireyesmethe

smiledandgotup)



Thabiso:SebokengMapiela,Damnit’s

been7years.

Seboken:Indeedithasbutonethingfor

sureyouhaven’tchangedonebit.

Thabiso:Samegoesforyou,wherehave

youbeenallthiswhile?

Sebokeng:IhavebeeninSouthAfrica

forthepastfewyears,afteruniversityI

gotascholarshiptostudyatthe

universityofstelleboschtostudy

medicine.

Thabiso:Ohsonowyouadoctor

Sebokeng:Yesam aDoctornow,Dr

Mapiela.ManIalwayshadacrushon

youinschoolandIalwayshadhopethat

somethingwillhappenbutitneverdid.



Thabiso:Hahahdon’tmakemelaugh

becauseIfeltthesamewaybutIwas

afraidtoapproachyoubecauseyouand

yourcrewwerebrutalbackthen.

Sebokeng:hahahwellwewerebrutal

butIwastheonlyonewhodidn’thavea

boyfriendbecauseIthoughthatyou

wouldmakeamovebutnoyounever

did.

Thabiso:Isthatwhyyouleftthecountry?

Sebokeng:Thatwaspartofitbutalso

theopportunitywastoogoodformyto

letpass.

Thabiso:WOW,Okaywewillcatchup

someothertime,rightnowIhaveto

rushhomemyfathercalledforme.



Sebokeng:YoustillinBaTloung?

Thabiso:Myhouseisnottoofarfrom

thepalace.

Sebokeng:Ishouldvisitsometime

Thabiso:Givemeyournumberandwe

willarrange.

Sebokeng:Great(shegavehim her

numberandleft)

Hegothomeandparkedthecarthen

tookthebagswithhisfather’sthingsto

thehouseandhisfatherwasinthe

loungetalkingtohiswife.

Thabiso:Idon’tknowwhyIam called

heretoleavemywifeonlytofindthe



samepersonbusywithhisownwife.

Queen:Don’tbejealousmyprincethisis

myhusband.

Thabiso:AndThatismywifeyoumade

meleaveinbedtorushhere.

Letsi:Whereistheprincess?

Thabiso:Hermothersaidshewillcome

withherbecauseshealsomissesher

home.

Letsi:Thatisgoodwemissherandthe

princesstoo,didyougetwhatIasked

for?

Thabiso:YesFatherIevenaddeda

modianyeo.

Letsi:Youdidwellson,takeitandcover



mychairwithitinthethroneroom then

comebacksowecantalk.

Thabiso:AlrightFather(heleftandwent

tothethroneroom thentookoutthe

blanketandcoveredhisfather’sseat

withitandoutthehatonthesmalltable

nexttoit.Thenwentbacktothelounge)

Queen:Letmeleaveyoutoitthen(she

leftleavingthekingandhisson)

Letsi:LetsmovetothetableIaskedthe

cooktomakeyoubreakfast.

Thabiso:Youdidwellbecauseyouwoke

meupbeforemywifecouldfeedme.

Letsi:Asifshefeedsyou(Thabiso

laughed)

Thabiso:YouknowwhatImeanfather



Letsi:IndeedIdo(theygottothe

gardenandsatatthetablethenthe

maidensservedtheprincewhilethe

kinghandanothercupoftea)

Thabiso:Whatseemstobetheproblem

Father?

Letsi:Son,Iwantyoutocomeback

homenow.Iknowthatyouarehelping

outatBaKoenabutthetimeforyouto

comebacktakethethronehascome.

Thabiso:Pleasedon’ttellmeyouare

steppingdownaskingfather.

Letsi:Nosonam notsteppingdownon

myownbuthegodsofBaTloungwant

meto.

Thabiso:FatherIdon’tquitefollow



Letsi:Myprincemytimeintheworldof

thelivinghascometoanendandyou

asmyheirhavetotakeoverfrom me

andruleinthiskingdom.

Thabiso:Fatheryouarehealthy,you

can’tbedying,notnow.

Letsi:Thabiso,thegodshavekeptfor

thislongandgavemethechanceto

watchyouandyoursistergrow,tosee

yougetmarriedandhavechildrenand

myheartifcontent.Pleasesondon’t

makemydeparturedifficult,Ineedyou

tostepupandleadmypeopletogreater

heights.

Thabisowashurtbywhathisfatherwas

tellinghim,buthehadnochoicebutto

manupandstepupandleadhispeople



likehewasalwaysgroomedtodo.He

stoodupandshookhisfather’shand

lookingathim intheeye.

Thabiso:Farewellthenfather,Isaythis

nowbecauseIdon’tknowifIwillgeta

chanceto.IpromiseIwilldoyouproud

andleadthiskingdom withhonorand

dignity.

Letsi:Mythanksmyprincebutthrough

allthat,don’tforgetyoumarriedaqueen

thathasitsownkingdom.Don’tbe

selfishwheniscomestoherdutiesas

shewouldhavetodoforbothkingdoms

now.

Thabiso:IhearyoufatherandIwilldo

asyousay.



Letsi:Howaboutyoutakeasecondwife

thatwillremainherewithyouandtake

careofthedutiesofthiskingdom while

thequeenisbusywiththedutiesof

BaKoena.

Thabiso:Idon’tknowfather.

Letsi:ItwasjustasuggestionandI

wantyoutoknowthatitissomething

thatwedo.Soifyoudecidetodoitthen

itwon’tbeaproblem m.

Thabiso:Ihearyoufather,letusgoand

spendthedaytogetheritmightbeour

last.

AtBaKoenakingdom



Mapulaalreadyknewofherfatherin

lawsdeathbecauseshewastoldabout

itinadream andwasalsotoldthat

difficulttimesareyettocomeforher

andthatsheneededtobestrong.She

toldherhusbandtogoaloneandshe

willfollowbecauseshewantedtotalkto

thequeenmotherbeforeshegoes.She

metwithherintheloungewithher

grandson.

Mapula:Greetingsmother

Mabotle:Greetingsmyqueen,whatis

theproblem?

Mapula:Whatmakesyouthinkthereisa

problem mother?

Mabotle:BecauseIgavebirthtoyouand



Iknowyou.Nowoutwithit.

Mapula:Myheartisheavymother.

Mabotle:Whatisthecause?

Mapula:ThekingofBaTloungwillmeet

hisendatsunrisetomorrow.Thegods

wanthim tojointhem.

Mabotle:Ohmy!Iwonderhowwillthe

queentakethis,shewillbebrokenandI

don’tknowhowIwillcomforther.

Mapula:ButMotheryouhavebeen

throughthis,surelyyoucancomforther

waybetterthananyone.

Mabotle:Onlytheperson,whoisfeeling

thepainknowthedepthofthepain,it

doesn’tmatterifanotherpersonhas

beenthroughthisornotbutwefeelpain



andexperiencegriefindifferentways.

Mapula:Ihearyoumotherbutcanyou

atleastbethereforher.

Mabotle:Iwilldothat,butIfeellike

thereismoretothisthanwhatyouare

tellingme.

Mapula:Thereismother,thegodstell

metoexpectchallengescomingmyway

intermsofmymarriagebuttheywere

notclearastowhatkind.

Mabotle:Obviouslytherewillbe

challengesbecauseyouarethequeenin

thiskingdom andyouwillalsobea

queenatBaTloung,ofcoursethingswill

happenandwillnotbethesamebutit’s

howyouhandlethesituationthat



matters.

Mapula:IhopeIcanhandlethis.

Mabotle:Rememberyouhaveamother

sodon’tworrytoomuch.Goseeyour

fatherinlawandgivehim ourgreetings.

Mapula:Iwilldothatmother.

Mapulawenttoandcalledtheprince

andtheyleftgoingtoBaTloung.She

wasnotherselfatallasshewas

worriedaboutwhatisyettocome.

Pleasedoappreciatetheinsertbyliking,

commentingandsharing.
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Thequeenmotherandtherainqueen

Mapulaweresittinginthegarden



watchingtheprincessplaywithher

puppywhiletheytalked.Mapulawasn’t

herselfatallandshecouldn’thideit.

Sheandthequeenwouldtalkbutshe

wouldzoneoutandnothearawordthe

queenissaying.Shewasthinkingabout

alotofthingsandthatfrustratedher

becausewhenitcomestoherthegods

neverrevealthewholetruthofwhatis

goingtohappenandrightnowshe

neededtoknowbecauseitwaseating

awayather.

Queen:MapulaIhavebeentalkingto

youbutyouseem veryfar,Whatisgoing

onwithyou?

Mapula:Myapologiesmyqueen,it’sjust

thatmyheartisheavyandIfeellike



somethingbadisgoingtohappen.

Queen:GodsofBaTloungwhenarewe

evergoingtohavepeace,betweenyour

familyandmineit’salwaysonething

aftertheother.Whathavewedon’tto

deservethis?

Mapula:Don’tputitthatwaymyqueen,

thethingsthathappenedtous,happen

becausethegodsknowthatwecan

handleit.Ifnotnoneofthiswouldbe

happeningtous.

Queen:IunderstoodthatbutIfeellike

ourhappinessisalwaysshortlivedand

am tiredofit.

Mapula:Allofusare,tobehonestallof

thisisdrainingandsometimesitcanget



toomuchforonepersontohandle.

Queen:Hangintheremyqueen,am just

ventingbutinactualfactIam grateful

foryouandallthatyoudo.Yeswe

complainaboutthingshappeningbut

don’teverforgetthatweappreciateyour

presenceinourlives.

Mapula:MythanksmyqueenIreally

neededtohearthat.Whereistheking?

Queen:Theyshouldbehereany

momentnowbutIdon’tknowwhere

theywent.Am sureit’soneofthose

fatherandsonthings.

Mapula:Ihearacarcomingletmego

check(Mapulawenttotheloungeand

gottherejustasthemaidenwasclosing



thedoorafterlettingtheguestin)

Maiden:Myqueen,theyoungmaidenis

herelookingfortheprince.

Mapula:MythanksIwilltakeitfrom

here(themaidenleft)goodevening

dear,howmayIassistyou?

Maiden:MynameisSebokengandam

heretoseeThabiso.

Mapula:PleasetomeetyouSebokeng,I

am queenMapulaMoloiandtheprince

isnothereatthemomentbutIcantake

amessage.

Sebokeng:OhnoqueenIwouldn’twant

toleaveamessageforThabisowithhis

stepmotheritisdisrespectful.

Mapula:Iam nothisstepmother,Iam



hiswife.Nowhowmayassistyou?

Sebokeng:Ohhedidn’tmentionthathe

hasawifewhenImethim earlier.Just

tellhim Sebokengcametoseehim.

Mapula:Sebokengright(shenodded)

letmegiveyoufreeadvice,yourattitude

willbeyourdownfallandsecondly

whenyouwanttospeaktoMyhusband

yougothroughme,thirdlyIknowwho

youareandwhatyouareupandifmy

husbandisstupidenoughnottoseeit

thenIwillgladlymoveoutofthewaybut

pleasedomethisfavor.Don’tstepon

mytoes.

Sebokeng:Whothehelldoyouthinkyou

aretalkingtomelikethat?Iam a

prestigiousdoctorwhostudiedatthe



universityofstellenboschinCapeTown

SouthAfrica.Youarejustafarm

princessfrom herewhodoesn’tknow

anythingaboutThabiso.Theonlything

youhavegoingforyouisyourtitleof

beingaprincessandnowupgradedby

Thabisotothetitleofqueenandwife

anddon’ttrymegirl.

Letsi:Don’tyoueverandImeanever

speaktomydaughterinlawlikethat

(theybothturnedandlookedatthe

doorandThabisoandthekingwere

standingthere,theydidn’tevenhear

them comein)

Thabiso:Whatisgoingonhere?

Sebokengwhatareyoudoinghere?

Sebokeng:IcametoseeyoubutIwill



comebacksomeothertime(sheleft,

leavingThabiso,hisfatherandMapula

standingthere.Shewaslookingathim

withpaininhereyeandshealsoturned

andleft)

Letsi:ThabisoWhowasthat?

Thabiso:Anoldfriendfrom school,I

bumpedintoherthismorningatthe

CapitalwhenIwenttogetyourthings.

Letsi:Thenwhydidn’tyoudecentyour

ideawhenyouheardthethingsthat

womansaidtoher?

Thabiso:FatherIcannotgetinvolvedin

somethingIdon’tknow,Iwasn’there

whenallthisstartedandIdon’tknow

whatMapulasaidtooffendherbecause



IknowSebokengonlyreactswhenshe

isprovoked.

Letsi:Letmetellyouthis,don’teven

watchanyonedisrespectyourwifein

yourpresenceitdoesn’tmatterwhoitis.

Yousaythatgirlonlyactswhensheis

provoked?

Thabiso:Yes

Letsi:Thensonpleasedocontinue

provokingtherainqueenandseewhat

happens.Iforonewastherewhenthe

godsclearlystatedthatsheshouldbe

disciplinedlikeanyotherchildbut

treatedwellbecausesheisaspecialgift

andifsheweretobemistreatedbad

luckwillfollowthatpersonandkingdom

aroundforalleternity.



Thabiso:SoMapulamustberideto

peopleonlybecausesheshouldn’tbe

treatedbadly?FatherIwillnotwalkon

eggshellsaroundMapula.

Letsi:IhearyouandIhopeyouwilldo

whatisrightandifyouaregoingtobe

likethistoyourwifeoveranother

womanthenIsuggestyouforgetabout

whatIsaid.

Thabiso:Whichpart?

Letsi:Thesecondwifepartbecauseyou

canneverhandletwowomen.

Thabiso:Letsgohavedinnerfather,

tomorrowisabigdayforusbecauseI

wanttospendmoretimewithwhileI

stillcan.



Letsi:ThenListentomywarningsand

advicewhileyoustillcan,sothatyou

don’tgoandsayfathernevertoldme

this.

Thabiso:Thatwon’thappenFather

(theywenttotheloungeandhaddinner,

Mapulawasquiet,onlyKeabetswehis

fatherandgrandfatherweretalking)

Letsi:Mydaughter,afterdinnerIwould

liketohaveawordwithyou.

Mapula:Yesmyking(Thabisodidn’t

payattentiontothisashefocusedon

hisdaughter)

Afterdinnerthemaidensclearedthe

tableandthekingwenttohisstudy,



Mapulawentandpreparedabathfor

herdaughterandleftherbathingwith

themaidenthatlooksafterherandwent

toherfatherinlawsstudyandknocked.

Shewasinvitedinandsheopenedthe

doorandwentin.

King:Haveaseatmydaughter(Shesat

infrontofherfatherinlaw)

King:YouknowDon’tyou?

Mapula:YesmykingIknow.

King:When?

Mapula:Atsunrise(thekingnodded)

King:ThisiswhatIwantyoutodofor

me,IwantyoutotakecareofReneilwe

forme,Iknowwearenotsoclosebut

shelovesmeasherfatherandshewill



behurtthatIleftwithoutsaying

goodbyetoherormeetingherson.I

havewrittenaletterforherandtheking.

Iputitintheguestchambergoandtake

them andkeepthem untilmyburialthen

givethem afterthefuneral.

Mapula:Iwilldoasyousaymyking.

King:AskMabotletotakecareofmy

queenforme,Ihavealetterforhertoo

andaftershereadsitshewillknow

whattodo.

Mapula:Asthekingwishes.

King:Mychild,Imayhavesuggestedto

ThabisothesecondwifeissuebecauseI

wasthinkoftheworkloadthatyouwill

facewhenhetakesoverasking.But



nowIdon’tthinkthatisagoodideaand

Itoldhim that.Forgivemeforplanting

thatseedinhim mychild.

Mapula:YouMayhavesuggestedit

fatherbutThabisowillbetheoneto

decidetogothroughwithitornot.I

forgiveyoubecauseIknowyouhad

goodintentionsbutIwishyouknew

whatIknow.YouwillRestInPeace

becauseyouronlyfriendiswaitingfor

you.

King:Pleasedon’teverholdgrudges

becausethatwilldestroyalotofthings.

Mapula:IwillnotdothatFatherI

promisetoletthegodsfightforme.

King:ThatisallIask.



Mapula:Mythanksmyking.

King:Nowgogettheletters(Mapula

stoodupandwenttotheguestchamber

togogetthelettersandThabisocame

in)

Thabiso:FatheristheresomethingI

shouldknow?

King:Yes,forgetaboutthesecondwife

ndpleaseleadmypeoplewithdignity

justasIhave.Don’tletmypeoplesuffer,

Iknowyouteachyourchildnottolet

powergotoherheadandIwantyouto

dothesame.Don’tletanyoneor

anythingchangethekingofsonIraised

youtobe.Takecareofyourmother,

sister,yourwifeandmostimportantly

mygranddaughter.



Thabiso:Iwilldothatfathertrustinme.

King:Ohson!IwishIknewthefuture

thatwayIcantellyouexactlywhatwill

happenandhowsothatyoucanavoidit

butIthinkthegodsdidwellbynotgiving

mesuchagiftforIwouldhavebeen

bias.Remembermywordssonand

alwaysknowthatIwillalwayswatch

overyouandthiskingdom.

Thabiso:Mythanksfather.

Theywenttotheirseparateroom toget

somerestasThabisowastied.Hegot

tohischamberandtookashowerthen

wenttobed.Thekingstayedupallnight

talkingtohiswifecreatingtheirlast



memories.Thequeenevencomplained

thatiswaslateandtheyshouldsleep

butthekingsaidshemustsleepsothat

hecanwatchher.Thequeensoonfell

asleepbecausehiseyeswerevery

heavyandIletdarknesstakeoverashe

closedhiseyesanddriftedofftoeternal

rest.
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BaTloungkingdom

MapulaPOV (notedited)

Whenaroyaldieseventhebirdsandthe

weatherbecomesgloomyresembling

thepain.ThemorningcameandMapula

wokeupearlyknowingwhathasalready

happenedbutshecouldn’tsayanything

untilthefamilyfindoutforthemselves.

Shetookashowerandwenttocheckon

theprincessandshewassoundasleep.

Shewenttothekitchenandaskedthe

cheftomakealotofBuscuitsand

sconesandalsopreparealight



breakfast.Shethenwentoutsideto

watchthesunrisefrom thegarden,it’s

alwaysbeautifultowatchfrom thisside

andtodayshewantedsomethingthat

willmakeherfeellessheavyhearted

andhopedthatwatchingthesunsetwill

helpwiththat.Shepassedthemaidens

thatwerealreadyuponherwaytothe

garden.Shegotthereandsatononeof

thechairsandwaitedforthesunto

comeup,atexactly7thesunstarted

comingoutbutthecolorwasnotthe

normalorangebutshebrushedthatoff

andcontinuedtowatchhavingteathat

themaidensgother.Thesuncameout

andwhenshelookedcloselyIndeedit

wasorangebutwithashadeofgreenon



it.Shelookedatitanditfullycameout

anditwasclearasday,thesuntoday

hadgreenonitmakingthelightit

providedlookmorelikeamixtureof

orange,greenandyellow.Avisioncame

toherasshewaslookingatthesun,the

cupfellfrom herhandsandthen

crumbleddowninherkneesasthe

picturesofthevisionplayedinherhead

liketelevision.Thepainshefeltonher

headwasunbearable,shewasinher

kneesholdingherheadwithtears

runningdownherface.Oneofthe

maidenssawherasshewaspassing

andrantothepalacecallingforthe

princeandThabisojumpedoutofbed

puttingonhissweatpantsandslippers



runningdownthestairs.

Thabiso:Whatisit?

Maiden:ThequeenisinthegardenandI

don’tknowwhatiswrongwithherplace

comequickly!(shefinishedthat

sentencewhileshewasalreadyoutthe

doorwithThabisobehindher.Theygot

tothegardenandsawMapulaonthe

groundwithbloodcomingoutofher

noseandherhandsonherhead.

Thabisopickedherup)

Mapula:Don’tyoudarelayyourhands

onme.(Thabisowastakenbackby

whatshesaidandlookedatherbuther

eyeswereclosedandthebloodwas

runningdownhernoselikesomeone

whowaspunchedonthenose,theveins



onherforeheadwerevisibleshowing

thatshewasinpain)

Thabiso:Babypleaseletmetakeyou

intothehouse,Icanfeelyouareinpain

andIknowthisbecauseweare

connected.ThemomentIgotcloseto

youallthepainyouarefeelingam

feelingbutyouareblockingmefrom

knowingwhyyouinsuchpain.Nowlet

metakeyouintothehouse.

-Thismanmustbecrazyifhethinksam

goingtolethim touchme,notafterthis.

Ican’tpossiblyimaginehim touching

me,zhowdarehe.

Mapula:Isaiddon’tlayyourhandson

me.



Thabiso:MapulayouaremywifeandI

can’tleaveyouhere,pleasecomeinside

withme.

-Thismanmustbecrazycallingmehis

wifeyetinlessthanafewhourshewill

betrayme.

Thabiso:Atleastopenyoureyesthen

(MapulaopenedhereyesandThabiso

wasshockedbythecolorofhereyes)

BabyWhatisgoingon?

Mapula:Whatdoyoumean?

Thabiso:Pleasecometothehouseand

youwillseewhatam talkingabout.

(Mapulatriedgettingupbutshewas

weak,Thabisotouchedhertryingtohelp

herupbutshescreamedherlungsout



likehishandswereburningherandhe

quicklyletgo.Hisheartwasheavyand

hedidn’tunderstandherbehavior

towardshim.Shefinallygotupand

wakestothehousebutwhatshe

noticedwasthateverymaidenand

guardshepassedmovedawayfrom her

asshewalked)

-Thepeopleofthiskingdom arestrange

andrightnowIneedtobehomeand

awayfrom allofthisnonsense.Buthow

canIWhenthekingjustpassedon?And

whyhasn’tthequeenrealizedthatsheis

sleepingwithadeadpersonhai.

Thabisowasfollowingherastheywent

totheirchamber,shetookoffher

clothesastheywerestainedbyblood



andwentintotheshowerandshowered.

Whenshelookedatherselfinthemirror

hereyesshockedher,thewhitepartwas

blackandtheblackpartwasred.She

closedhereyesandopenedthem again

andtheywerestillthesame.

-NgwediyabaKoenaplayergethereI

needyou.

-Youknowam alwayswithyoumy

queenevenwhenyoucan’tseeme.

-Showyourselfplease(Ngwedishowed

upinthebathroom inherhumanform)

Ngwedi:Myqueenthereshouldbea

limittothekindsofplacesyousummon

meto,howcanyoucallmewhileyou

areinyourbirthdaysuit.



Mapula:DramaNgwedi!Youarea

womanareyounotprotector?

Ngwedi:Iam myqueen,whatcanIdo

forthequeentoday?

Mapula:Myeyesprotectorlookatmy

eyes.(Ngwedishookherheard)

Ngwedi:Idon’tnotthinkthequeen

wantsmetoanswerthatquestion.

Mapula:ProtectorIam confusedher

andnowmyeyesarelikethis,whatwill

thepeoplesay?

Ngwedi:Thosewhoknowyouwillknow

thatsomethingbadisabouttohappen

andforthosewhodon’tknowyouwill

sayyouareawitch.

Mapula:Protectorplease.



Ngwedi:Myqueenthereasonthatyour

eyesarelikethatisbecauseyourheart

isheavyandpartofitturnedblack

becauseofwhatyousawandthered

partisthebloodthatwillbeshared.

Pleasedon’taskmemore.

Mapula:Iunderstand

Ngwedi:Myqueenpleasedon’tallow

peopleturnyourheartcoldbecauseit

won’tbegoodforthosenearyou.

Mapula:WorryNotProtector.(Mapula

wentoutoftheshowerandThabisowas

sittingonthebedwithhisheadhanging,

hefelthiswife’spresenceandlookedup

atherbutshepaidhim nomindasshe

gotdressed.Innotimethewasa

excruciatingcryingcomingfrom the



queenschamberandMapulaknewthat

shehadseentheking.Thabisowentout

runningwhileMapulafinishedgetting

dressed)

Ngwedi:Goaskthem toringthebellmy

queenthekinghasfallen.

Mapula:Theywilldothatthemselves

Ngwedi.

Ngwedi:That’snotthequeenIknow

speaking,pleaserefrainfrom thehate

andpainthatisshadowingyourheart.

Mapula:Iknowbutitjusthappens,

pleasestaywithmetokeepmesane

Protector.

Ngwedi:Am notgoinganywheremy

queen.



Iwentouttothequeenschamberand

whenIgotthereshewasaweeping

messandhersonwascomfortingher.I

gotdisgustedbecausenotlongshe

won’tknowwhoIam.Igotinandlooked

onthebedandthekingwasalready

covered.Iwentoutandfoundaguard.

Mapula:Greetings

Guard:Greetingsmyqueen

Mapula:Ringthebellforalltohear,the

kinghasfallen(theshockonthispoor

guardsfacesmakesmewanttolaugh

buthisisnotimeforthat)

Guard:Asitpleasesthequeen

TheguardwentandrangthebellwhileI



wentintothehouseandcalledthe

maidens.

Mapula:Greetingsdearmaidens,Ithink

youallknowwhatthebellmeansbutif

youdon’tknowthekinghasfallen.Now

Ineedyoutoprepareforthepeopleof

thekingdom thatwillbeheretomorn

thepassingoftheking.Preparethe

squareandasktheguardstoputupthe

tent.Alsopreparetheguestchambers

asyouknowclosefamilywillbehere

untilthekingislatertorest.

Maidens:Yesmyqueen

Ileftthemaidensandwentupintoour

chamberandcalledthemortuarypeople

tocomeandgettheKingsbody.Isaton

thebedbutwhenIlookedatthebalcony



IsawafigureandIwentclose.

Voice:Pleasecometothepalace,Ijust

needafriendrightnow.

-Waitthatismyhusbandbutwhoishe

talkingto?

Thabiso:MyFatherjustpassedonand

mywifeisactingstrange.Ineed

someonetotalktorightnow.

-GodsofBaKoenapleasedon’ttellme

myhusbandistalkingtothatill

manneredwoman.

Thabiso:Ihadplanswithhim today,but

nowhisgone.Am sohurt.

-Thismanhasn’tspokentomeabout

howhefeelsandnowhiswillingtotalk

tostrangersaboutit.Thabisonever



learnsIswear.

Ngwedi:Don’teventhinkaboutitmy

queenleavehim be.

Mapula:LetsgoNgwedithereisalotto

do.

Ngwedi:Iwillleaveyoutoit.

Mapula:NoProtectorIwantyoubymy

sideinyourhumanform.

Ngwedi:Ifitpleasesthequeen.

NgwediandIwentoutandpeoplewere

alreadystartingtocomethroughalready

crying.It’sfunnybecausetheydon’t

evenknowwhodied,theyjustknowa

royalmemberdiedbecauseofthebell



buttheydon’tknowwho.

Mapula:Letmecallmyfamilyprotector

theyhavetobehereatthistime

Ngwedi:VerywellandIwillgocheckon

theprincess.

Mapuladialedhisbrotheranditrang

twicebeforehepickedup.

Convo:

Lebo:Mapulajustsayinyourhousefor

oncesisterandstopbotheringus.You

aremarriednow.

Mapula:IknowBrotherbutI...

Lebo:Nobuts,weaskedyounottoget

marriedbutyoudidn’tlistensoplease



stayinyourhouseam sureitmisses

you.

-whatmybrothersaidhithome,ithurt

mesomuchlikeheknowsthatisgoing

on.IhavetoholdmytearsbecauseifI

cryandmybrotherfindsoutthatit’s

morethantheKingsdeathThabisowill

diealongwithhisfather.

Mapula:OhnoBrother,pleaseinform

thefamilythatthekingofBaTlounghas

fallen.

Lebo:What?Ohnosisam sorry,howis

Thabiso?Damnhemustbebroken.

Mapula:Hewillbefinepleasetellthe

familythereisalottodo.

Lebo:Wewillbethereduringtheday



andhanginthereuntilwegetthere

Okay

Mapula:OkayBrother.

AfterhangingupwithLeboIcouldn’t

holdmytearsanymoreandthegood

partisthateveryonewillThankam

cryingbecauseoftheKingsdeadnoone

wilquestionme.Rightnowam crying

formymarriage,am cryingformy

husband,am cryingforthepainhehas

startedcausingmewithouteven

knowingit.Ithenwipemytearsand

lookatthethestrangesunupabove.

-GodsofBaKoenathesearethelast

tearsIshedinthenameofthismarriage



andinthenameofmyhusband.Nowin

whateverhappens,fightformebecause

ifIdoitmyselfIwilldestroyeverything

andeveryone.

Iwipedmytearsandwentonwith

preparingforeveryoneandThabisohas

toaddressthepeopleandtellthem

whatisgoingon.

Staytuned
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BaTloungkingdom (notedited)

ThepalaceofBaTloungwasfilledwith

peoplewhocametohearwhooftheir

dearroyalfamilyhaslefttheworldof

theliving.Idon’tknowifit’sthedrama

ortheloveoftheroyalfamilythatmade

thepeoplethereshetearsandthemen

looklikesomeonetooktheirfoodfrom

them.Nowaspertraditionwhenaroyal

memberpassesonanotheronehasto

comeoutandaddressthepeopleand

letthem knowwhohasfallenandwhen



theburialwilltakeplace.Nowinpartsof

theworldwhenaroyalpasseson

everyoneinthekingdom mornsthe

passingbyrefrainingfrom doingcertain

thingslikedrinkingalcohol,going

aroundthekingdom lateatnight

becauseyoucouldbeaccusedof

witchcraft.Doingritualsandsoforth,all

thattimethereshouldbenocriesinthe

kingdom ofmanbeatingtheirwivesor

anythingofasort.Sebokengdrove

throughthegateandsawthetentand

thepeopleandfinallyacceptedthatthe

manthatoutherinherplacethe

previousdaywasnomore.Sheparked

hercarandstoppedout,therewerealot

ofpeopleandlittlespacetopassgoing



intothemainhousesoshestoodbyher

carandwatchedasthesepeoplewere

cryingandtoherthatwasridiculous

becausetheyhadnorelationswiththe

kingexceptbeingpartofthiskingdom

andsomehaveneverspokentohim or

anythinglikethat.Shefoundittobe

stupidandpretentiousofthem but

chosetokeepquietbutjudgethem

inward.Thabisosteppedoutofthe

housewearinghisroyalattireand

holdingkotothestickSothomencarry,

hehadhiswifenexttohim whowas

alsoinherroyalattirebutherswasone

ofBaKoenabutnotofaprincessbutof

aqueenbutnotjustaqueenarain

queen.Herheadscarfhadthemarkings



ofBaTloungtoshowthatsheisqueen

ofthislandtoo.Thabisowentinfrontof

thepeoplewithhiswifenexttohim,he

scannedthecrowdasthelumpinhis

throatgrewbiggerandbiggerandmade

itdifficultforhim toopenhismouthand

addressthepeople.Helookedupthen

tothebackofthecrowdandspotted

Sebokengandshenoddedathim andhe

smiledalittleandclearedhisthroat.

Mapulasawthatbutkeptastraightface.

Thabiso:PeopleofBaTloung,elders,

youngpeopleandourgreatchiefpriest.

TodayIdon’tstandbeforeyoutogive

yougoodnewsbutbadones.Itiswith

sadnessformetoannouncethatmy

fatherthekingofBaTlounghasfallen



(womenfrom thecrowdstanding

wailing)Iknowyouareashurtasweare

(hekeptquietashespottedthe

BaKoenacarandthetheroyalfamily

steppedout.Thepeoplemadewayfor

them astheypassedgoingtothemain

house.)

Thabiso:AsIwassaying,theking

wasn’tsickandyouallknowthat,you

sawhim yesterdaywhenwewere

togetherinthemeetingandyousaw

them everydaybeforethatbutthegods

decidedtotakehim andwhenwewoke

upthisdayhewasnomore.Ibelievehe

wantedtosaygoodbyetoyouallbefore

heleavessopleaserememberwhathe

saidyesterday.Mythanks(hemoved



backandtookhiswife’shandwalkedto

thehouse)Asthequeenmother

Mabotlewasabouttogoupthestairs

goingtothequeen,shelookedather

daughterandgotworriedandscaredat

thesametime.Sherememberedthe

wordsofthechiefpriestthedayMapula

wasborn‘Thischildisspecialtakecare

ofher.Disciplineherlikeanyotherbut

remembertotreatherwell.Whensheis

treatedbadlyherprettyeyeswillchange

color,thewhitewillturnblack

resemblingherstateofheartatthat

momentandtheblackwillbered

resemblingthebloodshedthatwillsoon

takeplace.’Asthethoughtcameto

mindshegotscaredandwonderedwho



daredplaywiththegodsofBaKoenafor

youplaywithMapulayouplaywiththe

godsofBaKoena,asthegodsareher

andsheisthem,theylivethroughher

andshelivesthroughthem.Shethen

rememberedherhusbandsquestionto

thechiefpriest‘willmychildbeakiller

nowwiseonewhenthathappens’the

chiefpriestansweredwith‘therain

queenisnotakillerbutaprotectorand

whenthathappensandthebloodshed

happensknowthatitisthegods

fightingforherbecausewithherheart

shewillneverbeabletofightforherself

forherheartispure’allthisfametoher

whilelookingatherdaughterwantingto

saysomething.Mapulasawthisand



sheshookherheadandhermother

understoodandwentupthestairs.

Lebo:ThabisoIunderstandthattheking

justpassedonbutwhatisgoingonwith

mysister?

Tokelo:Iwasabouttoaskthesame

thing.

Ntsika:Noguyslet’snotgoaroundin

circles,Moandeyomuzilookslikea

demonwiththoseeyesandherlackof

smiletomakethisfunnyforsomeofus

meansthatsomethingisterriblywrong.

Thabiso:YouareRight,somethingis

wrongwithher.Thismorningamaiden

cameinherecallingmynamelikea

crazywomanandtoldmeshewasnot



okayandwasinthegardenandwhenI

wentIfoundherontheflooreyes

closedandbloodcomingoutofher

noselikeshewaspunched.WhenItried

totouchhershescreamedatmetelling

nottoputmyfilthhandsonher.Then

sheseemedlikeshewasinpainagain

andtouchedherbutitwaslikemy

handswereburningherasshecriedout

loudandletherbe.Ipleadedwithherto

comeintothehouseandopenhereyes

andwhenshefinallydidshewaslike

that.

Lebo:Didyoutrytotalktoherandfind

outwhatwasgoingon?

Thabiso:Noallthishappenedanditgot

busysoIhadnochance.



Tokelo:YouAndMapulaareconnected,

Whyisitthatyoudon’tknowwhatis

wrong?

Thabiso:Sheblockedme

Lebo:Rememberthelasttimeshe

blockedyou?

Thabiso:MyMotherwaspossessed

Tokelo:Iknowyourfatherjustdiedand

youfocusingonthatbutyourwifemight

havesomethingcrucialthatmightbe

neededbythegodsfortheKingsburial

andyouaretoobusytotalktoher?

Thabiso:ListenmanifMapulawantsto

saysomethingshewillandshespoketo

fatherlastnightjustthetwoofthem in

thestudysoIdon’tknow.



Sebokeng:ThabisoIcantstaylongI

havetogobutcallmeifyouneed

anythingokay.

Thabiso:Okaythanksforcoming

(Ntsikawaslookingathim and

Sebokengleft)

Ntsika:Hakuthwengibonaizintokodwa

kukhonaokushayaamanzila,nothi

ngangishilo(Imightbeseeingthings

butthereissomethingfishyhere.You

willsayItoldyouso)

Thabiso:Idon’tneedthisIhavealotto

doandIwouldappreciatethehelp.

Them:Sure(Thabisoleftthem there

goingtosortoutotherthings)



QueenofBaTloungandqueenMabotle

weresittinginherchamberwith

Mabotlecomfortingherbecauseshe

startedcryingalloveragainthemoment

shesawMabotle.

Mabotle:Iknowitdoesn’tseem likeit

rightnowbutyouwillbefine,thesun

willshineagainandyouwillfinda

reasontosmileagain.

Queen:Howwhenmyhusbandleftme

hebind,Idon’tknowhowyoudiditbutI

don’tthinkIcan.Thatmanwas

everythingtomeandtoloosehim like

thisiskillingme.(Keabetswewalked

intotheroom)

Keabetswe:Grandma(theybothlooked

ather)



Mabotle:Yesmyprincess,whatisit?

Keabetswe:Grandmapleasestopcrying

youarehurtinggrandpa.

Queen:What?

Keabetswe:Grandpasaysyouare

hurtinghim andaskthatyoustopcrying

beforehehasn’tleftyouandwillnever

leaveyou.

Queen:Buthisgonenana,hisgone

princessandhisnotcomingback.(she

withtearsrunningdownhercheeks)

Keabetswe:Grandpasaysrememberhis

words(thequeenkeptquietand

thoughtofwhatherhusbandsaidtoher

andsmiledalittle)

Queen:Hesaidhisgoodbyestome



yesterdayandeventoldmenottocryso

muchforhim becauseitwillhurthim

more.Hethenwantedustospendthe

wholenighttalkingandremembering

theolddayshahaham goingtomiss

him.

Mabotle:Hewillmissyoutoobutright

nowbestrong,butdon’tactlikeyouare

okaywhenyounot,beingstrongmeans

learningtolivewithouthim butnot

forgettinghim.

Queen:HahaIunderstand

Mabotle:Whyareyoulaughing?

Queen:YesterdayhesaidtomeImust

grievebutnotforlongthengotoaspar

andpampermyselfandIaskedhim



whatwillthepeoplesayandhesaidyou

willtellthem thatyourhusbandtoldyou

todothishahahnowam thinkingifIsay

thattothepeopletheywillprobably

thinkam losingmymindhahah

Mabotle:Hahayouright,mayIbringyou

somethingtoeat?

Queen:Yesplease,letmebathwhileyou

getmesomething.

Mabotle:OkayandIwilltellthemaidens

tocomecleanheresolong.

Queen:Mythanksmyqueen(thequeen

wenttoshowerwhileMabotlewentto

thekitchenwithKeabetswe)

Mapulawaskeepingherselfbusywith



servingthepeoplesconeandtea

togetherwithNgwediandthemaidens

thepeopleweremorethanhappyand

shockedatthesametimetobeserved

byaqueen.Anothermaidencameand

calledhersayingtheprincewouldliketo

seeher.Shegavethetraywiththe

maidenandwalkedtothehouseand

intotheirchamberandThabisowas

sittingonthebed,shewalkedinandsat

nexttohim.

Thabiso:Baby,pleasetellmewhatis

goingonwithyou?

Mapula:NothingisgoingonwithmeI

am justservingthepeopleoutthere.

Thabiso:YouknowwhatImean,please

talktome.



Mapula:WhyshouldItalktoyouwhen

youalreadyhavesomeonetotalkto.

Thabiso:Whatareyoutalkingabout

now?

Mapula:Sebokeng,youneedher

becausethatiswhatyousaid.Youdon’t

knowwhatisgoingonwithmebut

insteadoffindingoutyoucallanother

womanforashouldertocryon.

Thabiso:Don’tbejealousMapula,

Sebokengisnothingtome,Ijustspoke

toherbecauseIdidn’tknowwhattodo

afterthatwholething.

Mapula:Iunderstandbutletmeaskyou

aquestion

Thabiso:YesWhatisit?



Mapula:IfIaskedyoutostayawayfrom

Sebokengwillyoudoit?

Thabiso:Nobecause..

Mapula:Noneedtoexplain,Ihavealot

ofworktodo.(shewalkedoutand

closedthedoorbehindherandleaned

onitforawhilewithherheartbreaking

intopieceandshedidn’tshedatear)

Thabiso:Iwonderhowsheknowsabout

thephonecall,Ineverthoughtwewere

thatconnected,(hehithisheadwithhis

hand)whatareyoudoingThabiso?It’s

youcan’tthinkstraighteversincethat

womangothere.Thisisyourwifeman.

Nowam talkingtomyselfinathird

person,Ireallyneedmyfatherrightnow

becausetalkingtoherbrotherswill



createproblemsforme.Ittooktimefor

ustogetwherearenowandIdon’twant

tolosethat.Iwillstayawayfrom

Sebokengjustformywife,shewashurt

andIunderstand.(justthenhisphone

rangandhetookitoutanditwas

Sebokeng,hesighandpickeditup)

Convo:

Thabiso:Sebokeng

Sebokeng:Heyam sorryIleftlikethat

butIhadanemergencyatthehospital

becauseam helpingouthereatthe

CapitaluntilIgobackhome.

Thabiso:Ihearyouandthanksfor

comingbutIthinkit’sbestyoudon’t

comehereanymoreithurtsmywife.



Sebokeng:HahahwowIneverthought

youwouldgetmarriedtoaninsecure

womanwhowilldictatewhoyoumeet

andtalktoornot.Butanywayitwas

nicemeetingyouagain.

Thabiso:It’snotlikethatbutcoming

hereisdisrespectfultoherbecauseshe

isthequeenofthisland.

Sebokeng:Thabisoyounotkingyetso

technicallyshenotqueenyetuntilthey

crownthebothofyoukingandqueen.

Thabiso:That’swhereyoumistaken,am

theonewho’sonlyaprinceandneedsto

becrownedkingbecauseMapulais

alreadyaqueenshewasbornoneand

crownednotbethepeoplebutbythe

godsthemselves.



Sebokeng:WellIcouldn’tcarelessabout

thatbecauseitdoesn’tconcernmeand

ifyouneedmeyoucancallmeorcome

tomyhotelroom number405.

Thabiso:But..

Sebokeng:Nobutsjustcomewhenyou

needme(shehangup)

Iwillhavetogetthisburiedoutofthe

waythengotalksomesenseintothis

woman,shecan’tbetellingmewhatto

do.ButdamnIwishIhadherbackin

schoolthennoneofthiswouldbe

happening,nowam wonderingwhatif

everytimeIseeher.Ihaveacrushon

thatgirlthroughoutschoolandwhenwe



leftschoolIneversawheragainand

nowIfeellikeam givenasecond

chance.Butwhywouldthegodstempt

melikethisaftergivingmeawifelike

Mapula.DamnIfoughtforthatwoman,

yesourmarriagewasarrangedbutwe

fellinlovebeforewegotmarriedandI

stilllovehersomuch.Am soconfused

rightnowandmyfather’swordsabout

thesecondwifearenotfarfrom my

mind.

Thabisowalkedoutandwenttothe

brothers.Theywerebythekraal

preparingfirewoodandsortingoutthe

kraalforthefuneral.

Thabiso:Canoneofyouaccompanyme

tothefuneralhomeIneedtochoosea



coffinfortheoldman.

Ntsika:Doyoumindgoingwithme.

Thabiso:Notatallthankyou.

Ntsika:BeRightbackguys.(Theyleft)

Lebo:Ican’thelpbutfeellikesomething

iswronghere.

Tokelo:Ofcoursesomethingiswrong

thekingjustdied.

Lebo:NoImeanwithoursister.

Tokelo:Thecolorofhereyeworryme

andformothernottosayanything

meanssheknowsthereason.Imean

yourmotherfreaksoutovereverything

butshedidn’there.

Lebo:Itbetterbesomethingrelatedto



thegodsandnotThabiso.

Tokelo:EvenifitisrelatedtoThabiso

wecan’tgetinvolvedintheirmarriage

untiloursisterasksusto.Asmuchas

wewon’tlikewhatisgoingon,theyare

marriedandweshouldrespectthatand

supportoursister.

Lebo:YeahIgetyoubutwhatdoyou

thinkNtsikameantwhenhesaid

somethingwasfishy.

Tokelo:WhateverhemeantIdon’twant

toknowbecauseIwillgocrazyandI

won’tbeabletotakemyownadviceand

stayaway.

Lebo:Letswaitandseehowthisturns

out.



Tokelo:Yeah.

InthecarThabisoandNtsikawere

drivingtothefuneralhomeintheCapital.

Ntsika:Sowhenwillthekingbelaidto

rest?

Thabiso:Iwasthinkingthatwedoit

tomorrow,thatwaymymothercanstart

thehealingprocess.

Ntsika:Ihearyou,yoursisterisstrong

becausewhenshewastoldsheonly

saidshewillmisshim.

Thabiso:Yeahsheis.

Ntsika:Sowhat’swithyouandthat

woman?



Thabiso:Whatwoman?

Ntsika:Listenhere,youknowexactly

whatam talkingabout,Isawtheway

youlookedatherbecauseit’sthesame

wayIusedtolookatMpande.Iknow

youwantthatgirlandifyoubeatmeup

onlytoplaywithMpande’sfeelingsthen

youarestupid.

Thabiso:Am justconfusedman,I

wantedthatgirlsincewewereinschool

andnowshe’shereandseem towant

metooandthenthereismywife.

Ntsika:Youaresostupidshame,you

seehowMpandeiswalkingaroundlike

azombieorsomethingthatis

possessed?



Thabiso:Iseethatbutshedoesn’twant

totellmewhatiswrongandshehas

blockedmesoIhavenowayofknowing.

Ntsika:Sometimesyouforgetthepower

yourwifepossesses,Ibetyounowthat

yourwifealreadyknowseverything

aboutthatwomanandam sureshe

knowswhatwillhappeninthefuture.

Youwillloseherandyouwillonlyhave

yourselftoblame.Youwentthroughall

thatshitandalmostdiedforthiswoman

andnowyouwanttohurtherlikethat.

Thabiso:Idon’twanttohurtmywife

Ntsikaam justconfusedandIknow

whatam feelingforSebokengbutI

won’tactofitsochill.

Ntsika:Ihopethebrotherschillaswell



whentheyfinallyknowaboutallthis.

Thabiso:Am moreafraidofLebothan

Tokelo,thatguyisdangerousandwhen

itcomestohisfamilyhewouldkill

withoutremorseandImeanhewould

killevenme.

Ntsika:Am gladyouknowthat.

BackinthepalaceMapulawasinthe

guestchamberlookingatthelettersthe

kinggaveherandatherweddingpicture

thatwashandingonthewall.Herheart

wasbreakingbutasshevowednotto

cryshedidn’tputthepainshefeltwas

unbearable,shefeltherchestclosingas

shelaidbackonthebedtotryand



breath.

Mapula:GodsofBaKoena,Icrytoyou

todaynottowishbaduponanyonebut

foryoutohealmyheartandfightforme

justly.Iam yourchildandthisisthe

manyouchoseformeandIaskthatyou

betheonestoresolvethis.Iaskthatmy

heartdoesn’tturnintotheblackstone

it’sslowlyturninginto.Iaskforpeace

andharmony.

Shelaidherforawhilegettingherself

together.
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Bonusinsert

Thepeoplewereleftconfusedaboutthe

wholething,Sebokenghasnocarein

theworldwhatwasgoingondidnot

concernher.Thequeenstoodupand

whisperedtothechiefpriestandhe

nodded,shewentuptohersonand

stoodnexttohim andaddressedthe



people.

Queen:GreetingspeopleofBaTloung,I

knowthisisunusual,butIwouldliketo

speaktotheprinceforafewminutes

andthentheceremonycancontinue.

(shepulledThabisobythearm and

wentinsidethepalacewithhim)

Queen:ThabisoMoloiyoubettertellme

whyyourwifejustbroughtyouanother

womanandleftlikethat?

Thabiso:MotherIam asconfusedas

youareaboutallthis.

Queen:ThabisoyouaremysonandI

knowyounowtellmewhathappened

outthere?

Reneilwe:Becausemybrotherwas



droolingoverthatwomanthewhole

timeandeveryonesawitincludinghis

wife.(shesaidcomingin)

Queen:What?Howcouldyoudisrespect

youwifelikethat?Infrontofpeople!

Reneilwe:BecauseheisselfishandI

considerate,nowIhavetogohometo

myhusbandandyoudearking,youcan

makethatgirlyourqueenbecausewe

allknowthatbytraditionnoonesitson

thatchairbesidesthesoontobequeen.

Soclearlyyourqueenisthatwoman

whoisdressedlikeshe’sgoingtoagala

dinner.

Queen:Didyoueventhinkofthe

consequencesofyouractions?



Thabiso:Youpeopleseem toforgetthat

Mapulaistheonewhodidthis!Whyam

theonebeingreprimandedfor

somethingshedid?

Reneilwe:Becauseyoupushedhertoit,

doyouknowhowembarrassedIwas

watchingyoudrooloverthatwoman

whileyourwifewasrightnexttoyou?

Whileyoucouldhearawordthatwas

beingsaidbecauseyouwerebusy

smilinglikeaschoolboywhogother

crushtosayyestohim.Youare

disgracefulandIwonderhowyouwill

leadthiskingdom withthatthingbyyour

side.

Thabiso:Reneilweam stillolderthan

you,andyoucan’ttalktomelikethat.



Reneilwe:Ijustdidandwatchmeleave

thisshameofapalaceandnever

comingback.Fatherisnotevencoldyet

andyoualreadyturnedhiskingdom into

acircus.(shewalkedoutandwentto

themaidenshehasgiventheprinceto

andwenttohercaranddroveoff)

Queen:Thabisowhoisthiswoman?

Thabiso:Am oldfriendfrom school.

Queen:Doyouwanther?

Thabiso:MatherIcanttalktoyouabout

this.

Queen:Theceremonycan’tbe

postponedsoclearlyyouwillbe

crownedwiththatwomanandyour

queenandcrossfingersitdoesn’tcome



backtobiteus.(Thabisodidn’tsay

anythinghejustwentoutandtookhis

place)

Chief:PeopleofBaTloung,letuscarry

onwiththeceremony.Iwillnottake

anymoreofanyone’stime,somyprince

asIputthisroyalKing’sblanketonyou

today,asIputthiscrownonyourhead

andasIputthesebeadsonyourneck

andhandIcrownyouthekingof

BaTloung.(helookedasSebokengwho

wassittingonthequeenschair)Maiden

pleasestopforwad.

Sebokeng:Why?

Chief:Thatchairyousittingonisnot

justanychairyoungmaiden,itisachair

ofqueensandifonesitsonitduringa



kingscoronationitmeanshistakingyou

tostandwithhim andbehisqueenand

someonetorulethiskingdom with.

Sebokeng:WOW Ididn’tknowthat(she

steppedforwardandThabisolookedat

herasshewasbeingcrownedqueen

andthewordsofhisfatherreplayedin

hisheadlikeaBrockenrecord)

-FatherIhavefailedyou,rightatthe

beginningofallthis,Ihavefailedyou

andmypeople.Pleaseforgivemefor

myweaknessMotloung.

Chief:PeopleofBaTloungIgivetoyou,

yournewkingandqueenofBaTloung

kingdom.(thepeoplestooduponeby

oneandleftthepalaceleavingonly

thosewhostillwantedtoeatbefore



theyleft.Thechiefpriestcalledthenew

kingasideandhefollowedhim tohis

hut.

Chief:Myking,Imustsayyouhave

madethebiggestmistakeofyourlife.

Thatwomanwhoisnowourqueenis

shallowandemptylikeavesseland

emptyonethatmakesnoisebecauseof

howemptyitis.

Thabiso:Withallduerespectwiseone

thatpersonyouspeakofisnowthe

queenofthislandandIwouldlikeherto

berespectednomatterhowshe

becamequeen.

Chief:Myking,yourqueenisnotofroyal

bloodandisnotrecognizedbythegods

ofBaTloung.



Thabiso:ThenWhydidyoucrownher

andwhydidyoulettherealqueenleave?

Chief:Ishouldbeaskingyouthatmy

kingsinceyougotsodistractedthatyou

didn’tevendoanythingtostopthe

queenwhenshedidwhatshedidor

evenwhensheleft.Bepreparedmyking

becausetheworstisyettocome.

Thabiso:Wiseoneam tiredit’sbeena

longtwodaysandI’dliketogetsome

rest.

Chief:Ihopeyounoticedhowyour

peopleleftwithoutyouevengivinga

speech.

Thabiso:Wiseone,IwasthereandIsaw

everything.(Thabisowalkedoutand



wenttothepalaceandsawhismother

sittingwithSebokengshecalled

Thabisoandhewent)

Queen:Sinceyoudecidetomakeher

yourqueenthe.Nowyouhavetogo

backtosquareoneandgotoherfamily

andpayherbridepricethenintroduce

hertothegodsofthiskingdom.

Thabiso:Ihearyoumother

Queen:Thathastobedonetomorrow

sinceyoupeoplesawitfittomarry

beforedoingthenecessities.

Thabiso:Iheardyoumother.

Sebokeng:Sosinceam thequeenwhat

abouthiswife?

Queen:Hiswifeisnoneofyourconcern,



sheisthechosenoneforhim and

nothingandnooneisgoingtochange

that.

Thabiso:She’sgoingtoneedsomeone

toteachherhowtobeaqueenandhow

royaltyworks.

Queen:Youshouldhavethoughtofthat

beforedisrespectingyourwife.Am not

gettinginvolvedsoyousortitout(she

stoodupandleftthem there)

Sebokeng:Don’tworryabouteveryone

theywillcomearound.

Thabiso:Whydidyouagreetowhatmy

wifedid?

Sebokeng:Firstlyam yourwifenowtoo

andsecondlyIdidtaskhertodothatso



don’tbemadatme.Ineedrestshow

meourroom.

Thabiso:Therearemaidensaroundhere

askthem topreparearoom foryou.

Sebokeng:Arewenotsharingaroom?

Thabiso:Iwillnotsharethesameroom I

sharedwithmywifewithyou.

Sebokeng:Iwouldwanttosleepinthe

samebedshesleptinanyway(she

walkedawaycallingamaidentoprepare

aroom forher)

-GodsofBaTloungwhathaveIdone?

Howam Igoingtogetthequeenback

home?TheBaKoenaclanhatesmeright

nowandIknowit,Idisrespectedthem

infrontofmypeopleandiftheydon’t



forgivemethenam nevergettingmy

wifeback.

OntheroadtoBaKoenatheBrothersare

ridingtogetherwhilethequeenisriding

withMapula.

Lebo:DoesThabisohaveadeathwish?

Tokelo:RememberWhatIsaidbrother,

wedon’tgetinvolved,don’tgetme

wrongam pissedbyallthisbutright

nowmysisterismyprioritynotThabiso.

Ntsika:Itoldyouthatthisguywasupto

somethingandIspoketohim butclearly

hedidn’tlisten.Iwishthegodshad

approvedusthennoneofthiswouldbe

happening.Ihaveasoftspotfor



Mpandeandseeingherlikethattoreme

apartandam leavingthisplace

tomorrow.

Tokelo:DomeafavortakeMapulawith

you,sheneedstogetawayforawhile

andclearherhead.

Lebo:Yeahandherbeingawayfrom all

thiswilldohersomegood.

Ntsika:Iwillbemorethanhappytoand

besidesIneedherexpertiseinthe

businessaswell.

Lebo:SometimesIforgetshe’sa

financialanalysts.Workwilldoher

somegoodbutdon’tletherstaythere

fortoolongbecauseshewillgetsick

andheronlycureisthesacredriver.



Ntsika:Iwillrememberthat.

Tokelo:ThankyouNtsika.

InthequeenscarMapulawaslooking

outthewindow.

Mabotle:HowDoyoufeelknowingthat

yourhusbandnowhasanotherqueen?

Mapula:It’swhathewantedandIjust

madeiteasyforhim.Youallsawhow

hewasduringtheceremony,hedidn’t

wantmebesidehim,hewantedherand

Iwasn’tabouttoforcemyselfinto

someonewhodoesn’twantmeanymore.

Mabotle:Isawwhathappeneditwon’t

youregretitlater?



Mapula:ThegodsknowwhatIdidandif

oneofusisgoingtoregrethistheone

whowillregretit.

Mabotle:Don’tDoAnythingour

ofbangerpleasemychild.

Mapula:Nomotherthegodsarethe

oneswhowillpunishhim notme.

Mabotle:Whyareyounotcrying?

BecauseoknowthisispainfulandIfeel

itinmygutaswellbecauseam a

womanfirstbefoream amotherand

yourpainisdeepmychild.

Mapula:Don’tworrymotherthetimeto

crywillcomebutthisisnotityet.

Mabotle:Ihearyou.



Thejourneywasnowquiet,everyone

wasdeepintheirthoughtsuntilthey

arrivedhomewithReneilwenotfar

behind.

Like,commentandshare.
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It’sthedayofthefuneralandthemood

isgloomy,everyoneisjustwalking

aroundwiththeirheadsdown.The

maidensandthesomeofthefamily

membersincludingtheBaKoena

brotherswokeupearlyinthemorningto

getthecowthatwillaccompanythe

kingreadytobeslaughtered.Mapula

wokeupgotcleanedanddressed

Keabetswethentoldherpersonal

maidentogetherfoodastherewillbe

notimetoeatuntillateronafterthe

funeral.Shewenttocheckifthe

traditionalbeerwasreadybecauseit

hastobethereamongotherthingsthat

needtobepresentfortheburialofthe

king.Whenshegottherethemaidens



werealreadydonewithpreparingit.

Mapula:Greetingsdearmaidens,how

arethingsontheotherside?

Maiden:Theyaregoingwellmyqueen,

theothersarenowbusypreparingthe

saladsbecausethemeatitreadynow.

Theonlythingthatneedstobecooked

isthecowthatisgoingtobe

slaughtered.

Mapula:WellThatwillbedonelateron

becauseitwillonlybeslaughteredatthe

burialsitewhenthekingscoffinis

lowereddown.

Maiden:Verywellmyqueen,am my

queenmayIaskyouaquestion?

Mapula:Goaheaddearmaiden



Maiden:Whyareyoureyeslikethismy

queen,nooffensethoughbuttheyare

readystrangeandscarytolookat.

-ohmywhathasthispaindonetome

thatthepeoplewholiketotalktome

themostandsharethingswithmeare

nowscaredbecauseIlookpossessed.

Mapula:Ohmydearmaiden,firstlyam

notpossessedsoworrynotaboutthat.

Secondlytheeyesarelikethisbecause

oftworeasonsasyoucanseeIhave

twocolorsandtheybecomelikethis

whenthekingpassedsotheblack

resemblesthedarkmoodofeveryonein

thispalaceandtheredresemblesthe

bleedingheartsofeveryonewhoishurt

bytheKingsdeath.



Maiden:OhmydearqueenAm sorry

thatyouhavetocarrytheburdensof

everyonetoanextentthatitshowson

you.Weareluckytohaveyoubutinall

honestyIforonewouldn’tcopewith

yourkindofgift.

-ohgodsofBaKoenaforgiveme,nowI

havetolietothesepoorpeoplejustso

thatIcanhidemypainishorrible.

Mapula:It’snoteasytrustmeonthat

one,butletmegoandprepareformy

husband.

Maiden:Alrightmyqueen.

Mapulaleftgoingintothepalaceandin

herchamberandwhenshegotthereher



Husbandwassittinginbedwithhis

headhanging.Shelookedathim and

wentintotheclosetandtookoutasuit

forhim andashirt.Withshoesandbelt,

shethenironedtheshirtandhangedit

ontheclosetdoorthenwentandtook

outhisroyalblanketandfoldednicely

onthechairthenwentintotheshower.

Minutesaftershegotinherhusbandgot

inandtooktheshowergelfrom herand

smeareditonherbackandwashedher

back.Shekeptquietandlethim dowhat

hewanted,whenhewasdoneheturned

heraroundtolookathim andkissedher

forehead.

Thabiso:Thankyouforbeingmywife

andthankyouforallthatyouhavedone



formeandmyfamily.Am sorryifI

causedyouanypain,itwasn’tmy

intentions,pleaseforgivememydarling.

-ohdearThabiso,IwishIcouldforgive

youbuthowdoyouforgivesomeonefor

somethingtheyareyettodoandthatis

yettohurtyou?Ican’treally.

Mapuladidn’tsayawordasshe

steppedoutoftheshowerandwentinto

theroom andgotdressedinherroyal

attirethenlefttheroom andjustasshe

wasgettingdownthestairsshesawher

brothersthatshehasbeenavoiding

sincetheygotthere.Theyweredressed

intheirroyalattiresandtheylooked

reallygood,shewentdownthestairs

becausetherewasnoturningbacknow



becausetheyhavealreadyseenher.She

wenttoNtsikaandhuggedhim.

Mapula:NtsikayomuziwoManzini!I

neverthoughtyoulookthisgoodinyour

royalattire.

Ntsika:MpandeyomuziwoManzini

pleasedosaythatinfrontofThabiso

mylovesothatheknowsnothingcan

separateus.

Mapula:HahaveryfunnyNtsika(he

wentandhuggedLebowhowhispered

inherear)

Lebo:Justsaythewordandhisdead

(hewhispered)

Mapula:Mymotherslastborn,youlook

gooddearBrotherandthankyoufor



beinghere.

Lebo:Finallysheacknowledgesthatam

thebabyofthefamily.

Tokelo:Comegivemeahugsisterand

leavethebabyofthefamilyinhisglory

(Mapulawentandhuggedherbrother

andhealsowhispered)

Tokelo:Everythingisgoingtobeokay

(hewhispered)

Mapula:Youlooksogoodfirstborn.

Tokelo:Nowthat’satitleIwon’trefuse

unlikethebabyofthefamily.

Lebo:Idon’tmindbeingthebaby

becauseIgetalltheattentionfrom my

mother.



Ntsika:YhooonowIseewhyThabisois

goingcrazy(everyonelookedathim

andthenatthedirectionhislookingat

andsawSebokenggettingoutofhercar

wearingapeachcoat,whitelonggloves

andblacksuitpants.)

Mapula:BothersIhavetogoand

prepareaplaceforthequeenstositon

becausethebodywillbehereany

momentnow.(theyallkeptquietas

theywerelookingatthiswomanwalking

likesheownstheworldcomingtothe

maindoor.Mapulaleftherbrothers

thereandwentaboutdoingwhatshe

hadtodo)

Sebokeng:Goodmorningroyalfamily

Lebo:Goodmorningdearmaiden,how



canwehelpyou?

Sebokeng:Am hereforthefunerallike

everyoneelsesoifyouwillbesokind

andshowmewhereIcansit.

Lebo:Thepeoplewhocameforthe

funeralaresittingoutthereinthetent

notinhere.

Sebokeng:Wellam notjustanyoneandI

am theguestoftheprincesoIneeda

specialplacetosit.

Ntsika:Nazokeusecabangaukuthi

uphethela,bhekawenantombazane,la

awuyiluthomanjeumaufuna

ukuphathiswaokwenkosazanehamba

uyafunaeyakhoindodayasebukhosini

ezokuphathisaokwenkosazanehayila.



Khonaugqokeniusizaesigcwabeni

seNkosihayioThabisobahambebewola

wonkeudothilo.(therewego!She

alreadythinkssheisinchargehere,look

heregirl,hereyouarenothingandnow

youwanttobetreatedlikeaprincess?

Goandfindyourownroyalmanthatwill

treatyoulikeaprincessnothere.And

whatareyouwearingcomingtoaKings

funeral?NoThabisojustgoesaround

pickingalltherubbish.)

Sebokeng:Youdon’thavetotalktome

likethatprinceNtsikayomuziZulu,this

isnotyourkingdom butBaTloung

kingdom whichmeansyouhavenosay

hereonlyThabisocantellmewhattodo

notyou.



Thabiso:OnlyThabisocantellyouwhat

todowithregardstowhat?(heasked

comingdownthestirsMapulais

standingonthecorridorlistening)

Sebokeng:Hetellsmetogoandsitwith

thepeopleinatentoutsideandIcan’t

dothatandhehasnosayherethisis

nothiskingdom.

Thabiso:ListenhereSebokengand

Listengood,thisismyfather’sfuneral

andyouwillsitwhereeveryoneissitting

ifyoucamehereforthefuneralandif

youcameforavisitthenyoucameata

wrongtime.AndIassumedyoucame

foravisitjudgingfrom thewayyouare

dressed.

Sebokeng:Icameforthefuneral



Thabisoandwhatiswrongwithwhat

am wearing?

Thabiso:Thisisnothowwomandress

aroundherewhengoingtofunerals.(to

theguys)canwegoandwelcomethe

Kingsbody?Ijustgotacallthattheywill

behereis10minutes.

Tokelo:Sure(thebrotherswentoutwith

NtsikapushingSebokengoutaswell.)

Thabiso:Letmegotellthequeensto

taketheirplacesothatwhentheking

getsherewecanstart.

Lebo:Youwillfindusbythegate.

Thabiso:Sure(hewentupthestairs

andgotintohischamberandintothe

bathroom andmadeacalltoSebokeng,



Mapulagotintothechamberbecause

shewantedtothankhim forwhathedid

butheardhim talkinginthebathroom

andlistened)

Thabiso:Am sorrySebokengbutI

couldn’tdefendyouinfrontofmy

brothersinlaw,thosepeoplehavedone

alotformeandthiskingdom andI

wouldn’twanttolosethatplease

understand.....yesIknowIhurtyoubut

pleaseforgivemeitwashardformeto

doitbutIhadto....Iwillmeetyouafter

everythinghasbeensortedhere.

-WowIneverthoughtmyhusbandcould

bethisconnivingbutIguestthatyou

canneverknowaperson.Am hurt

beyondrepairbecauseit’sclear



everythingIsawInthosevisionswill

happen.

Mapulawenttothequeenschamber

andtoldhertogoandtakeherplaceas

thekingwasabouttoarrive.Thequeen

andMabotlewentoutandtooktheir

placeandMapulasatnexttothem.

Thabisowentoutgoingtothegateto

thebrothersandwhenhegottherethe

bodywasarriving.

Heandthebrotherscarriedthecoffinas

thechiefpriestwalkedinfrontofthem

sprinklingsomekingofmutipavingthe

wayfortheking.Theceremonytook

placeanditwassadindeed,thequeens

cry’sandReneilwe’swerethemost

painful.QueenMotherMabotleAnd



Mapulawerebetweencomfortingthe

twoandtakingcareofthenewbaby

princeArabang.Everythingwasdone

andtheKingscoffinwascoveredwith

theblanketheaskedThabisotobuyfor

him,hewasdressedinhisroyalattire

andontopofthecoffinhisroyalhat

wasplacedthereandhiscrown.The

timecameforhim tobepayedtorest,

theroyalfamilyonlywastheonethat

wenttotheroyalburialsitetolaythe

kingtorest.Whenthecoffinwas

loweredthecowwasslaughteredasper

traditiontoaccompanythekingthe

youngmenofthekingdom tookitback

tothepalacetoskinitandgetitready

tobecooked.



Foodwasservedtothepeopleand

Mapulawasamongthemaidenshelping

outwithservingthepeople.Sheserved

theroyalswhilethemaidensstarted

servingthepeople.Amaidencameto

Sebokengtogiveherthefood.

Maiden:Hereishefoodmam.

Sebokeng:Iwanthertoserveme.

Maiden:Whomam?(shepointedat

Mapula)

Sebokeng:Her

Maiden:Thatisthequeenmam andI

don’tthinkit’srightforhertoserveyou.

Sebokeng:Butshehasbeenserving



everyoneelsewhycan’tsheserveme?)

theoldwomanwhowassittingnextto

hercouldn’tholdherselfanymore.

Oldwoman:Younglady,haveyouno

respectforthequeen?Whoareyouto

wanttobeservedbythequeenofthe

land?

Sebokeng:OldwomanIwasn’ttalkingto

yousokeepquietorgoserveme

yourselfifyouseefit.Youpeoplelike

bowingdowntoroyalsliketheyare

gods,thatwomanisjustanotherhuman

beinglikeallofus.

Maiden:Iwilltellthequeen

Sebokeng:GoaheadIdon’tknowwhy

youstillhereandtellhertomakeit



quickIleftwithouthavingbreakfast.

Oldwoman:Youwillneversucceedin

anythingyoudo,notbecauseyounot

capablebutbecauseofyourmouthand

manners.Markmywords.

Sebokeng:LookhereIstudiedhardand

workedextratogethereandifyouthink

yourwitchcraftisgoingtoworkonme

wellIhavenewsforyou.Itwon’t

becauseam notaboutthatvoodooyou

peoplepracticehere.

Oldwoman:Maythegodsstrikeyou

dead,mayyourwombbeasrottenas

yourmouthisandmybadluckfollow

youallthedaysofyourlife.(theysaw

Mapulacomingwithasmileonherface)



Mapula:Greetings,Ihearyouwanttobe

servedbyme.

Sebokeng:Yesandyourcontactlenses

arehorriblegirlyoulooklikesomething

thatcameoutofthewrongturnmovie.

-GodsofBaKoenapleasekeepmecalm

inthisbecausethiswomanistesting

me.

Mapula:VerywellIwillchangethem,

nowwhatwouldyouliketohave?

Sebokeng:Idon’twantthesampithasa

lotofstarchinitsosaladswilldo.

Mapula:Verywellthen(totheold

woman)mother,whatwouldyouliketo

have?

Oldwoman:Ihavealreadyeatenmy



queen

Mapula:Butanextraplateofmeatwon’t

hurtwouldit?(shesmiled)

Oldwoman:Nomyqueenbutonlyif

thereisenoughforeveryone.

Mapula:ofcoursethereis(whenshe

turnedtoleaveSebokengspoke)

Sebokeng:Nowonderyouthisfatand

am sureyouhavediabetesjudgingfrom

howfatyouare.Youshouldcutdown

onthemeatitwilldogoodforyour

health.(Mapulaturnedandlookedat

Sebokengwantingtosaysomethingbut

theoldwomanshookherheadather

andsheturnedandleft.Shedishedfors

Sebokengthesaladsandtheoldwoman



somemeatandsaladsaswell.Andshe

tookthefoodtothem andservedthe

oldwomanfirstandsheacceptedwitha

smileandsheservedSebokengwho

tookthefoodandclickedhertongue.)

NtsikasawMapulaservingSebokeng

andwalkedtowardsher.

Ntsika:Mpandeyamiwhyareyou

servingthatwomanwhenthereare

maidenstodothat?

Mapula:SheaskedthatIservedherand

Idid.

Ntsika:Thatwomanisbeing

disrespectfultowardsyouandyou

lettingher.Why?

Mapula:IfyouknewwhatIknowyou



woulddothesame.

Ntsika:Kanakotsedingweotswanetsi

holebalahoreokgosigadiomolemosadi

ohojelangmonna(sometimesyouhave

toforgiveyouarethequeenandbest

thewomanwhoisbusywithyour

husband)

Mapula:KerataseSothosahaontweo

ebolahoreowakgathalaimpahaona

monnaakajiwangasabatlihojiwa(Ilike

yourSothoitmeansyouarelearning

andyoucarebutthereisnomanthat

canbetakenwithouthim wantingtobe

taken)sheleftNtsikafumingwithanger

lookingatSebokeng.



Ntsika:IhavetoleaveLeSothobeforeI

getarrestedformurderingthiswoman.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungkingdom (notedited)

Dayafterthefuneralthechiefpriest

decidedthatitwasbestnottowaitand



crownThabisoasthekingofBaTloung.

Thismorningeveryonewaspreparing

forthiseventbutinthemorningwillbe

thecleansingthenintheafternoonthe

crowningceremonywilltakeplace.

Thabisowasnotexactlyhappythat

everythingishappeningsofast,hefeels

liketheyshouldwaitatleastaweek

maybebutthechiefpriestsaidhegot

strictintroductionsfrom thelatekingto

dothingsthisway.Hewokeupearlyin

themorningandadmiredhiswife

sleepingnexttohim andwonderedif

shewouldeverbeopentotheideaof

havingasisterwifebecauseaskinghe

couldn’tjustdateSebokengbuthecould

marryher.Mapulawokeupandsawhim



lookingather.

Mapula:MorningandnoIwon’taccepta

sisterwifebutifyouwantanotherwife

thenwecanbreakourbondwiththe

godssothatyoucanbefreetomarry

withouthavingtoaskpermission.

Thabiso:Sometimesthisisbeing

connectedthingmakesitdifficultfora

mantothinkwithouthavinghismind

invadedbyyoulikeaparasite.

Mapula:Am sorryifIhavebecomesuch

aparasitetoyounow.Attheendofall

thisIwilldotheritualtobreakthebond.

Thabiso:Whoaskedyoutodothathuh?

Mapula:Youdon’thavetoaskit’swhat

youwantandam goingtogiveittoyou.



ThabisoIloveyouandyouarethefather

ofmydaughterandallIwantisforyou

tobehappy.Evenifit’snotwithme.

Thabiso:IneedyoubymysideandifI

decidetotakeasecondwifeIwillneed

youtoshowhertherobesandhowwe

dothingsintheroyalfamily.

Mapula:Nodearyoudon’tneedmefor

that,youhaveyourmotherandsheis

morethancapableofdoingthat.

Thabiso:Mapulaareyougoingtomake

mechoose?

Mapula:Nodearbecausethereisno

needforthat.Imeanam theonlyoneas

farasIknowsowhatwillyoube

choosing?



Thabiso:Nevermindam goingtobath.

Mapula:BeforeyougoIhavealetterfor

youfrom yourfather.Heaskedmeto

giveittoyouafterthefuneral.

Thabiso:Okayletshaveit(Mapula

openedhersideofthedrawerandtook

outtheletterandhandedittohim,he

tookitthenMapulalefthim andwentto

thebathroom.Thabisoopenedtheletter

anditreadlikethis)

Son,

Iknowthisletteryouwillkeepforalong

timeandkeepcomingbacktoitwhen

youforgetcertainthings.



1.Ididn’tlikehowyouletthatwoman

disrespectyourwifelikethat.Yousaid

nothingjustlisteningtohergoingonat

her.YoudisappointedmeandIthinkit’s

bestnottoevenconsidertakinganother

wifebecauseyouwillloseallrespectfor

yourwife.Youcan’thandletwowomen

andthatisafact.Am sadthatthisis

happeningatatimewhenIhavetoleave

youalone.Ihopeyouwilltakecareof

thiskingdom.

2.Remembertheimportanceofbeinga

kingisnotlivinginapalacebutthe

peopleofthekingdom andprovidingfor

them.

3.Givemeagrandsonandanheirto

thethroneforwhenyoustepdownone



day.

4.Takecareofyourmotherandsister

forme.

5.Keeptheprincesssafebecauseshe

isimportanttothegodsofthislandand

thatofBaKoena.

6.KeeptheBaKoenabrothersclosefor

theywillgroundyouandhelpyouin

timesinneed.

LastlyIwantyoutoknowthatIloveyou

andIwillalwaysbebyyourside.But

don’texpectmiraclesbecause

somethingswillbebeyondme.

Rulewithlove,careandpeace.



Love

Yourfather

BytheendoftheletterThabisowas

crying,hiswifecameinandlookedat

him cryingthenwenttotheclosetand

tookoutherclothesandgotdressed

andtookouthisandputthem onthe

chairandlefthim intheroom.Mapula

wenttothequeenschamberand

knocked,shewasinvitedin.

Mapula:Greetingsmyqueens.

Queen:Greetingsmydaughter,howare

youbecauseIhaven’tseenmuchofyou

sincethiswholethishappened.

Mapula:Am finemyqueen,Ihavea



letterforyoufrom thekinghetoldmeto

giveittoyouafterthefuneral.

Queen:Mythanksdeardaughter.CanI

haveamomentaloneplease.

Mabotle:Ofcourse,myprincesslet’sgo

havecoffeetogether.

Mapula:YesMother.(theyleftthe

queenaloneandwenttothekitchen)

Mabotle:OutwithitMapula.

Mapula:NothingMother.

Mabotle:MapulaIgavebirthtoyouandI

knowwhenyouhurtingandwhenyou

happyandImeangenuinelyhappynot

fakingitandrightnowyouarefakingit

andthoseeyes,thoseeyesMapulaI

wastoldaboutthem butneverinmylife



didIthinkIwilleverseethem yethere

am Iseeingthem.Nowam goingtoask

youonemoretime,whatisgoingon?

-OhgodsofBaKoenahowdoIlieto

someonewhocanseerightthroughme?

Mapula:Motherthingsarenotgoing

wellinmymarriage,themorningofthe

KingsdeathIhadvisionsofmyhusband

andthisotherwoman.Heendsup

gettingpregnantforhim andhedoesn’t

treatmewell,hegoesoutofhiswayto

lietome.

Mabotle:Am brokenbyallthisbutIcan

neverinterfereortellyouwhattodo

withyoumarriagebutIdowantyouto

knowthatam hereforyou.Alwaysbaby.



Mapula:Histhinkingoftakingherasthe

secondwife.

Mabotle:What?NowthatIdon’thavea

sayinthisbutwhateverdecisionyou

makeIwillsupportyou.

Mapula:ThankyouMother.Let’sgoget

cleansedsothatwecangetthe

ceremonydoneandIcangetbackhome.

Mabotle:Thisisyourhometoomy

princess.

Mapula:Iknowmotherbutrightnowit

doesn’tfeellikeahometome,itfeels

likeam avisitorinmyownmaritalhome.

Mabotle:It’sokayyoucancomehome

whenallofthisisdone.

Mapula:ThankyouMother.



Thecleansingwasdoneandallthe

preparationsforthecrowningceremony

wasdon’tandeveryoneinthekingdom

wastheretowitnessthecrowningof

theirnewking.Sebokengarrived

wearingavendinggownandstoodout

from everyoneintherebecauseallthe

peopleweredressedintraditional

attiresasitwastheKingscrowning

afterall.Mapulawatchedherhusband

ashecouldn’ttakehiseyesofher.Her

heartbrokeasshewatchedherhusband

lookingatanotherwomanlikesheisthe

onlyonethatexistsinthepalace.

Chief:GreetingspeopleofBaTloung

todaymarksanewbeginningforthis



kingdom asweareabouttocrowna

personwehaveknownastheprincein

thiskingdom.Todayafterthisceremony

hewillnolongerbecallaprincebuta

kingofBaTloung.(Mapulalookedather

husbandandhewasn’tevenlistening,

hiseyeswereonSebokengandsome

peoplenoticedittoo)

Chief:NowbeforeanythingelseIwant

toconnectwiththegodsofBaTloung

andhearwhattheyhavetosayaboutall

this.)thechiefpriesttooktheAfrican

incenseandburntitandspoketothe

godsandbutsomethingwasnotsitting

wellwithhim.Helefttheincenseand

wentbacktohishut(funnyenough

Thabisodidn’tnoticeallthisandthe



panicinpeople’seyesastheycould

clearlyseethatsomethingwaswrong.

Mapulasawthisaswellandherheart

continuedtobreak)thechiefpriest

camebackwithabagofbonesand

askedThabisotoblowonthem andhe

didthatabsentmindedandobliviousto

whatwasgoingon.Thechiefpriestthen

spokeonthebagofbonesandthrew

them onthefloorandlookedatthem

thenshookhishead.

Chief:Myprincethegodsarehappyand

pleasedwithyoutakingthecrownbut

youhavetochangesomethingswhich

wewilldiscussaftertheceremonyif

whatIforeseedoesn’thappen.Nowmy

princepleasestandup.(Thabisostood



upandwentinfrontleavingMapula

seated)

Chief:Nowsincethequeenoftheland

wasalreadycrownedbythegods,we

don’thavetherighttotryandmesswith

thatbutwewouldlikethequeento

allowustoatleastoutaheadwrapon

herheadasshestandsnexttotheking.

(Thabisostillhasn’ttakenhiseyesoff

Sebokeng,itwaslikesomethingwas

pullinghim inandhecouldn’tresist.

Mapulasawthisagainandgotoffthe

stagemakingherwaytoSebokengand

thatiswhenThabisonoticedhiswife

andhisheartstartedpoundingthinking

aboutwhatshecouldbedoingwith

Sebokenginsteadofstandingwithhim



duringthecrowningMapulagotto

Sebokengwhohadhernoseupreadyto

spitfire.)

Mapula:Greetingsdearmaiden,would

youpleasecomewithmeandsitina

moresuitableplaceforapersonofYour

stature(MapulastrokedSebokeng’s

egojusttherightwayandshestoodup)

Sebokeng:Thankyouandpleaselead

theway.

Mapula:Certainly(shewalkedbackto

thestageandshowedhertheseatshe

occupiedandwenttoherhusbandwho

waslookingatherwithanticipation)

Mapula:Shedeservestostandandsit

withyouonthisdayfireifshecontinues



tositfarawayfrom you,youwon’teven

heartheteachingsoftheelders.

Thabiso:Mapuladon’tdothisplease.

Sebokeng:Canwegetonwiththisit’s

hot.

Mapula:Certainlymydear(shegotoff

thestageandthepeoplewereshocked

bythatbutthechiefpriestwasn’tashe

sawthiscomingwhenhethrewthe

bones.

Mapulawenttothehouseandgother

daughterandgotout.Hermotherand

brothersfollowedsuit.

Thepeoplewonderedwhatwasgoing

on,Thabisodidn’thavewordsashe



didn’tnoticehalfofwhatwasgoingon

andnowhewasabouttobecrowned

kingandhiswifewasnotthere.His

motherdidn’tevenknowwhattosayas

shedidn’tnoticewhathappenedbefore

this.

Staytuned...
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BaKoenakingdom

Twodayslater (itsshortandnot

edited)

Ithasbeenatoughtwodayswith

Mapulanothearinganythingfrom her

husbandandhismother.Shehasbeen

athomewithKweziandReneilwe

helpingthem withthekids.Thequeen

mothercouldn’tbehappierhavingallher

daughterswithherinthesamehouse.

Kwezi:AllThatishappeningtoyou

makesmewonderwhatwillhappento

ourmarriages.



Mapula:Youdon’thavetowonderabout

thatKwezi,mymarriageistheoldest

amongyoursandthechallengesam

facingIwasboundtofacesooneror

later.

Kwezi:Yourhusbandmarriedanother

womanMapulaanddidn’tevencare

howyoufelt.NooffenseReneilwe.

Reneilwe:Nonetakenbecausemy

brotherrightnowisjustsomethingI

don’tknowandthatwomanwillbethe

deathofhim literally.

Mapula:Wellyourbrotherdeservesto

behappyevenifit’snotwithme.Yesit

hurtsrightnowbutifam notwhathis

lookingforthenthereisnothingIcando.

Weneedtostopexpectingotherpeople



toloveusasmuchaswelovethem.We

havehighexpectationsofpeopleand

whentheydon’tliveuptothem weget

disappointed.

Reneilwe:Istillsayyoushouldhaveleft

withZasembojusttogetwayforawhile.

Mapula:Am notonetorunawayfrom

myproblems.Thisstartedhereandit

willendhere,whetherIrunornot.

Kwezi:Ijustdidn’texpectallthisfrom

Thabiso,Imeansomethinglikethisone

candoexpectfrom someonelikeLebo.

Reneilwe:Lebomightbecrazybuthe

willneverdosomethingasstupidas

whatmybrotherdid.

Queen:Whataboutwhatyoursisterin



lawdid?(shesaidcomingin)

Reneilwe:Motheryoucantblame

MapulaforwhatThabisodid.

Queen:Sheistheonewhotookthat

womanandmadehersitinherplace.

Mapula:Motherdidyouseeherrefuse

whenIdidthatorshewasmorethan

happytobebyThabiso’slikehewas?

Queen:Thatdoesn’tmatteryoudon’t

giveawayyourhusbandlikethat.

Mapula:Thabisoisnotaprizethatcan

begivenaway.Heisagrownmanandif

hedidn’twantwhatIdidhewouldhave

preventeditbecausehesawwhatIwas

doingbutbecausehewantedithedidn’t

didanything.



Queen:Doyouknowhowmuchshame

thathasbroughttothekingdom?The

peopledidn’tevenlistentohisspeech

becausetheyleftsoonafterthe

crowning.

Mapula:AndThatismyfaulthow?

Reneilwe:Motherthisisactuallynoton,

youshouldbehavingthisconversation

withyoursonandyournewdaughter.

Queen:Youalwaystaketheirsideasif

youbelonghere,don’tforgetthatyou

arejustadaughterinlawherejustlike

shewas.

Mabotle:That’swhereyouarewrong,

mydaughtermighthavejustbeena

daughterinlawtoyoubutReneilweis



mydaughterjustlikeMapulaandKwezi.

Queen:Finebuttellyourdaughterto

comehomeandsortouthermarriage.

Mabotle:Iknowyouloveyoursonas

muchasIlovemysonbutitisnot

Mapula’sdutytorunafteryoursonhe

madehischoiceandsodidyou.Now

leavemypalace.

Queen:Am notheretofightbuttoget

mydaughterinlawhome.

Mabotle:Itisnotyourdutytogether

home.

Queen:Ifyoudon’tsupportmehowIam

goingtogetthem backtogether?

Mabotle.Westayoutofit.



Queen:Mabotleishasn’tbeenafull

weekyetandthepeopleofBaTloung

havelosthopeintheroyalfamily,they

lostfaiththedaythequeenleft.

Reneilwe:Notheylostfaiththemoment

yoursonandnewkingwasdrooling

overanotherwomaninhiswife’s

presenceandrightinfrontofhispeople.

Whatfaithweretheysupposedtohave

insomeonelikethat?

Queen:Ididn’tseeallthatReneilwebut..

Reneilwe:NobutsMother,justbecause

youdidn’tseeitdoesn’tmeanitdidn’t

happenanditdefinitelydoesn’tmean

thatthepeopledidn’tseeit.

Queen:Sowhatam Isupposedtodo



now?

Reneilwe:Gotoyoursonandtalktohim

am surehewillhaveasolutiontothis.

Pleasetellmethis,didyougotothat

woman’sfamily?

Queen:Sherequestedwegiveherthe

lobolamoney.

Mapula:Hahahohno!Am sorrybutI

don’thelpithahah

Kwezi:Imaginehahahhayinothisgirl

hasitallreally.

Reneilwe:WOW Motherjustwow,my

fathermustbeturninginhisgrave.In

justafewdayshiskingdom hasbeen

turnedintoajoke.

Queen:Whatam Isupposedtodo



Reneilwe?Thisisbeyondme.

Mabotle:Ifeelsorryforyoubecause

thisnotanidealsituationbutyouhave

tofindawaytobringbackdignitytoyour

kingdom.

Queen:Thatiswhyam hereforMapula

Mabotle:Nogohometoyoursonand

sortthisout.

Thequeendidn’tsayanythingmore,just

tookherbaganddroveoff.

BaTloungkingdom:

Sebokengwaswatchingtvwithpopcorn



inherlap.Amaidencamewithherjuice.

Maiden:Hereyougomam.

Sebokeng:Dear,don’tevercallmemam

becauseam yourqueenandyouwill

respectmeoryoucanfindanotherjob.

Areweclear.

Maiden:Yesmyqueen

Sebokeng:Nowdisappear!(themaiden

leftasThabisowascomingdownabout

togoforhisroyalduties)

Thabiso:NowIfyouaresittingherelike

thiswhoisgoingtodoyourroyalduties?

Sebokeng:Butbabyam adoctorandI

knownothingaboutroyalduties.Your

mothercantakecareofthatwhileIdo

whatIhavebeendoingandthatis



savinglives.

Thabiso:Sebokengam kingnowandmy

queenhastodoroyaldutiesandshow

uponmeetings.

Sebokeng:SobeingqueenmeaningI

havetoforgetmydreamssothatIcan

fulfillthoseofotherpeople?

Thabiso:That’snotwhatImeantand

youknowit.Youknowwhatyoucan

staybutIhavetogo.

Sebokeng:Ibookedusahoneymoonin

CapeTownandweleavethisevening.

Thabiso:Howcanyoudothatwithout

informingme?YouknowIjusttookover

thisroleandIneedtoprovemyself.

Sebokeng:Youwillhaveallthetimein



theworldtoproveyourselfbutwewon’t

haveahoneymooneveryday.Pleasebe

homeearlyandIwillpackforus.

Thabiso:Fine.(hewentoutandthe

chiefpriestcalledhim tohishut)

Thabiso:Youcalledformeeyeofthe

gods

Chief:Myking,thingsarenotgoingwell

evenafoolcanseeit.Thiswomanis

notintroducedtotheancestorsof

BaTloungandevenwedotheritualthe

godswillnotacceptherbecause

nothingwasdoneproperwhenitcomes

toher.

Thabiso:LikeWhateyesofthegods?

Chief:Likeunitingherfamilyandthis



oneandherwelcomingritualsinceshe

thenewqueen.

Thabiso:Shedidn’twantusgoingtoher

homechiefandthereisnothingwecan

dotoforceher.

Chief:Whatabouttherealqueenofthis

land?

Thabiso:Whatabouther?

Chief:Areyougoingtojustsitbackand

letherleave?

Thabiso:ChiefIdon’tknowhowtoget

herback,andwithSebokenghereitwill

bedifficult.ImessedupandIlostthe

respectofmypeopleandthatofmy

wifeandinlaws.HowdoIgothereand

facethem afterallofthis?



Chief:Youhumbleyourselfmykingand

getthequeenbackandsoon.Ifnoam

afraidthingsarestillgoingtogobadfor

thiskingdom andforyou.

Thabiso:Ijustwanttogivehertimeto

cooldownthereIwillgoandtalktoher.

Chief:Anotherthing,youneedanheir

andsoon.

Thabiso:ThegodswilldecidewhenI

haveachildeyeofthegods.

Chief:OhIknowthatbutwhatam

worriedaboutisfrom whoarethey

goingtocomefrom.

Thabiso:Whatdoesthatmean?

Chief:Am wonderingfrom whichqueen

aretheygoingtobebornfrom because



thecurrentqueenisnotofroyalblood

andthatmeansherchildrenwillhaveno

claim tothethronel.

Thabiso:Thisisalottotakeinatonce,

yesIknowherchildrencan’tsitonthe

thronebutbeforethisIhadhopedthat

thegodswillblessmewithanheir.

Chief:Theyalreadyhavebutinorderfor

youtohaveaclaim onhim youneed

yourwifehome.

Thabiso:Youmeanmywifeiswithchild?

Chief:Am notsureyetbutthatiswhat

am gettingwhenIthrowthebones.

Thabiso:ThankThegodsofBaTloung,

thisisgoodnews(hisfacechangedas

hethoughtofthecurrentsituation)



Thabiso:Ihavetogoeyeofthegods

Chief:Verywellmyking(Thabisodrove

outasthequeendrovein,sheparked

andgotoutofthecarandwentintothe

palace)

Queen:Ihaveneverinmylifeseena

queenasrelaxedasyouare.

Sebokeng:Am restingmotherbecauseI

haveatriothisevening.

Queen:Whereareyougoing?

Sebokeng:MyhusbandandIaregoing

toCapeTownforourhoneymoon(she

smiled)

Queen:Youknownoonewillrespect

youaroundhereifyoudon’tstartacting

likeaproperqueenanddressinglike



one.

Sebokeng:Motheram adoctorandI

mustdressassuchnotlikearuralgirl

withnoeducation.

Queen:WellIhopethatworksforyou.

ButwhatIdoknowisthatIwasonce

likeyouandthatdidn’tgetmeveryfar.

Butwearedifferentitmightjustwork

foryou.

Sebokeng:Yourightwhenyousaywe

aredifferent.

Thequeenleftandwenttoherchamber.

Shewasworriedaboutwhatisgoingto

happen.
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Marriageisaverydifficultuniontoget

intoasawoman,onewayortheother

youareboundtofacechallenges.Either

theinlawsdon’tlikeyouoryour

husbandhasababymamathatisgiving

youproblemsoryourhusbandwillbea

problem.Hemaychancenowthatyou

marriedorbeinfluencedbyhisfamily



intodoingthingsheneverdidbefore

becausenowallofasuddenhecando

them becausethereisYouinthepicture

andtheyexpectyoutomakethings

happen.Whatisfunnyaboutthisunion

isthatnoonetakestimetoaskyou,

howareyoudoing?Howdoyoufeel

aboutwhatisgoingon?Thisiswhatwe

arethinkingofdoing,whatareyour

views?No!Noonedarestoaskyou

thosequestionsyouwilljusthaveto

deal.

ThatnightMapulawassleeping

peacefullywhenshefeltapresencein

herroom andsheopenedhereyesand

wentoutofbedandsatonthefloor.



Theairintheroom gotlighterandchilly

butinagoodway.Thethreequeens

from themysticallandshowedup,

Mapulabowedtothem.

Mapula:Greetingsdearqueens

Them:Greetingsmyqueen

Mapula:ToWhatdoIowethehonorof

beingvisitedbythequeensinmy

homestead?

Bahomi:Myqueenwecan’tbecausewe

knewyouwouldn’tcometousanytime

soonduetothecurrentsituation.

Letsatsi:Youmeancurrentsituations

myqueen.

Bahomi:OhYesmyqueen



Mapula:Idonotunderstandmyqueen

Letsatsi:Youwillinduetimemyqueen.

Mapula:TheGreatfirstQueenisawfully

quiet,mayIaskwhatthematterismy

queen?

Nyolodi:Idonotlikethecolorofyour

eyesmyqueenandIknowthatyour

protectortoldyouthemeaningofthem.

Mapula:Yesshetoldmemyqueen,

howeverIwilltrybyallmeanstoavoid

gettingmyhearthardenedand

completelyturntostone.

Nyolodi:Icamehereforthematter

concerningourking.Nowyourhusband

isnotjustyourhusbandbutourkingas

well.Hemightnothavethesame



powersasyoubutthatisonlybecause

hehasbeenfocusingmoreonthe

cheetahandBaTloungsideofpowers

andforgottoembracetheBaKoenaside.

Theonlyreasonhecanconnectwith

youisnotbecausehisonlyyour

husbandbutourkingandhasthesame

powersyoudo.

Mapula:Iunderstandmyqueen.

Nyolodi:Iam notdonemyqueen,the

reasonyourhusbandisthisweakis

becauseherefusestoacceptwhoheis,

oneyourhusbandisnotthekingof

BaTloungbutregentthatiskeepingthe

ThorneforthetruekingofBaTloung

whichwilltakeoverthecrownattheage

of15years.



Mapula:Am afraidIdon’tunderstandmy

queen.

Nyolodi:WhatImeanisthatyour

husbandisthekingofthiskingdom no

BaKoenabutthekingdom ofthegods

rulingbesidesyouandthatishisdestiny.

Mapula:Pleaseexplainmoreinthatpart

myqueenbecauseIalwaysthoughtI

wasthequeenofBaKoena.

Nyolodi:Nomyqueenyouandyour

husbandarethekingandqueenofall

kingdoms.Noneofyoubelongmyto

onekingdom buttoallthatneedsyou,

meaningbecauseofallthechallenges

BaKoenahasbeenfacingyoutwohave

beenfocusingonBaKoenaand

BaTloungaloneyetthereareother



kingdomsthatneedyouandyour

guidance,notonlykingdomsinLeSotho

butallovertheworld.

Mapula:Willtheyacceptmemyqueen

andmyadvice?

Nyolodi:Theywillmyqueenbecause

youandyourhusbandareinthe

prophecyofallkingdom.

Mapula:Iunderstandmyqueen.

Bahomi:WhatIcamehereforisa

completelydifferentmatter,thematter

ofLuciferhimself,myqueenLuciferis

notrestbutbusyplanninghisnext

attacknotonthekingdom butonour

princeArabang.Wehadtoworkextra

hardprotectinghim whilehewasat



BaTloungandyoudidn’tsensehim

aroundbecauseyouweredistracted.

Luciferisusingthatwomanandmaking

herseem appealingtoyourhusband’s

eyes,nowshemadeiteasyforhim

becausesheisshallowand

inconsiderateandthosearethequalities

ofaselfishbeinglikeLucifer.NowI

won’tsayforgiveyourhusbandbecause

hisweakduetothefactthathispower

isnotwhereit’ssupposedtobeandthat

isnotyourfaultandhisdecisionofnot

seekinghelpwhenhesawthanhis

fallingtothedevilstrapmadehim a

victim.

Mapula:IhearyoumyqueenandIwill

doallIcantoprotecttheprinceandI



willbemorevigilantfrom nowon.

Bahomi:Mythanks.

Letsatsi:Myqueenthereasonforbeing

hereiscrucialjustliketheothers.My

queenalotisyettohappenatBaTloung

andthepeopleofthatkingdom willneed

you.

Mapula:Theyhavetheirkingmyqueen

hecanhelpthem.

Letsatsi:NowThatistheresentment

thatwillmakeyourhusband’s

punishmentseverebecausenotonlydid

hemesswiththequeenbuthemessed

withthegodsandhisfatherisalsonot

happy.Heislividbecausehiskingdom

isnowloosingitsrespectandmore



importantlyhisangrythathissondidn’t

takehiswarningstoconsiderationand

hisalsosadthathisdaughterlefther

homebecauseofallthis.

Mapula:Thiswasnotmeanttoupset

thekingmyqueen,whereverheishe

mustknowthatistillandwillalways

respecthim.

Letsatsi:Heknowsthatmyqueen,now

foraslongasyoureyesarelikethatand

yourheartisheavyBaTloungisdoomed

andonlyyouortheprincecansaveit.

Mapula:Buttheprinceisyoungandin

dangerofbeingcapturedbythedevil,

howcanhebeofhelptoBaTloung?

Letsatsi:Forasmartqueenyousureare



slow,myqueentheprincethatwillhelp

BaTloungistheoneyouarecarrying

andnotonlytheheirtothethroneor

BaTloungbuttherightfulkingofthat

kingdom.

Mapula:MyqueenyoumeanAm with

child?Aprincethatwilltakeoverthe

throneat15?

Letsatsi:Nowyouunderstand.

Mapula:Myqueenwhenwillmychild

gettobeachildandplaywithothersif

hisgoingtobekingatthatage?

Letsatsi:Itwillbeyourdutytomake

surehisachilduntilthenbutIdoubthe

willwanttobebecausehisalso

powerfulandthatwillbethereasonhe



willearnhisrespectamongotherKings

andkingdoms.

Mapula:Butmyqueen..

Nyolodi:Wehavesaidallwecameto

say,continuetodrinkthewaterandbath

withitthekingneedsit.

Theyputtheirhandstogethergetting

readytoleave,theairintheroom

changedonceagain.

Letsatsi:Youare4monthspregnantby

thewaywhichiswhyyoudon’thavethat

muchtolerance(shesaidandtheyleft)

-GodsofBaKoena,whatkindofa

motheram InotknowingIhaveroyal

seedinsideme?Mayyouforgivemebut

Iam notreadytoforgiveyourking,not



whenhehasbroughtanothertothis

marriageandnotwhenhisabouttodo

morethanwhathisalreadydone.

Shetouchedherbellyandlaidonher

backwithherhandonhertummy

processingwhatthequeenshavetold

her.

BaTloungkingdom:

ThenewkingofBaTloungwasdreading

goinghomebecausehehastogoona

honeymoonheneverplannedongoing

to.HestillfindsSebokengattractivebut

witheveryoneagainthem hehashis

doubts.Hisalsoworriedthathis



meetingdidn’tgowellandtheinvestors

wanttopulloutifhedoesn’tcomeup

withabetterplanfortheirinvestments

inthenextweek.Hegothomeand

parkedandhisqueenwelcomedhim at

hedoor.

Sebokeng:Mydearpleaseputthese

bagsinthecarthengoandshowerso

thatwecanleave.

Thabiso:Goodeveningtoyoutoo

Sebokengandthetimeis10PM soI

don’tthinkweareleavingtoday.

Sebokeng:OhnomyloveIcanceledthe

8o’clockflightbecauseIsawyouwon’t

makeit.Wearetakingthe11:30PM

flightandit’sthelastonesoplease

hurry!AndIhavealreadycheckedusin



online.

Thabiso:Fine(hewentintothehouse

andintheirchamberandtookashower

whenhewasdoneSebokengwassitting

onthebedtappingherfootonthefloor)

Sebokeng:Babypleasehurryup.

Thabiso:Am tiredSebokengpleasegive

meabreakandwherearetheclothes

am supposedtowear?

Sebokeng:Inyourclosetofcourse.

Thabiso:Couldn’tyoutakethem out

whileIshower?

Sebokeng:HaiboThabisoyouwantto

tellmeyoucan’tpickyourownclothes

now?



Thabiso:IcanbutMapulausedtodoit

forme,Iguessam usedtothat.

Sebokeng:Wellam notyourruralwife

MapulaandSebokengMolefeincase

youforgot.(Thabisodidn’tanswerjust

tookhisclothesandgotdressedand

theywentout,hepassedbythekitchen)

Sebokeng:Whereareyougoingnow?

Thabiso:Iwantsomethingtoeatam

hungry.

Sebokeng:Youwilleatontheplanewe

don’thavetimenow,let’sgo.

Thabiso:Really?

Sebokeng:YesnowletsgoandIbooked

firstclasssoyouwilleatapropermeal.



-wowsomuchforawife,nowIhaveto

eatontheplanebecauseshecan’twait

foratripIdidn’tagreeto.Imustbeglad

shedidn’tchoosesomewherefar

becauseIneedtoworkonthatproposal.

Theywentoutandtoldthemaidensto

tellthequeentheyhaveleft.Theywent

totheairportandofftheywenttoCape

Town.

Like,commentandshare
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CapeTown

ThenewlywedsarrivedinCapeTownin

theearlyhoursofthemorningandthey

decidedtorestbeforeanythingelse.

Theysharedthesamebedbutfor

Thabisoitwasdifficulttosleepwith

someonewhoisnotMapula,hisusedto

havinghiswifesnuggleuptohim or

sleepunderhisarm andplaceherhead

onhischestandlistentohisheartbeat

untilshefallsasleep.Heaskedheronce

whyshesleepslikethatandshesaidhis

heartbeatwasherlullaby.Hesmiled



thinkingaboutthatwhileSebokengwas

fastasleepgivinghim herback,hesigh

andlaidonhisbacklookingupthe

ceiling.

-GodsofBaTloungcoulditbetruethat

abouttobeafatheragain?Coulditbe

truethatIwillhaveanheirtothethrone

inacoupleofmonths?GodIwishitwas

trueKeabetswewillbesohappy.Ohmy

princessIwishyoudidn’tknowwhat

washappeningorthereasonIhaven’t

calledorcometoseeyou,butyouare

aspowerfulasyourmotherandIknow

youalreadyknowwhyyourdaddyisnot

withyou.Ishouldhavesparedyouthe

painofhavingtodealwithsomuchat

suchatenderagebutdaddyisconfused



byadultstuff.Ihopethatonedayyou

willunderstandmyactions,Ican’tlive

withwhatifs,Ineedtogetthisoutof

thewayandseewhereisgoesfrom

there.Letmesleepthequeenisgoing

towakeupanddemandallsortsof

things.

Thabisowasasleepwhenhisfather

visitedhim inhisdreams,hewas

wearingthesameclothesheworethe

daybeforehedied.Thelastdaythey

spenttogetherandhelookedgood,it

wasliketheywereinthepalacegarden.

‘Sondoyouseehowthesunlooks

today?’HeaskedThabiso‘Yesfather

butit’sstrangethatitwouldhaveso



manycolorsinitlikesomesortofa

rainbow’heanswered.‘wellifitwasa

rainbowthenthatwouldmeanit’sa

goodsign,butlookcloselyandtellme

whatcolorsdoesthesunhavetoday?’

Heaskednotevenlookingathim but

therisingsuncomingoutfrom the

mountains‘Ithasthenormalorange

color,thenapatchofyellowandasmall

patchofgreen.Whichisstrange

becausethesunIknowhasonlyone

color’hesaid‘yourightbuthissunis

special,eachcolorrepresentsanevent,

theyellowrepresentsthedraughtthatis

abouttohitBaTloung,theorange

representstheamountofsunyouwill

experienceandthesmallpatchofgreen



representsthesmallchanceofyou

beingsavedandthatisifyouareworth

saving.’AworriedThabisolookedathis

fatherwhowasstillnotlookingathim.

‘Fatherwhywouldwehavedroughtin

BaTloungwhenweabouttogetinto

winter?’Heaskedclearlyconfused

‘‘Wakeupson,wakeupandsave

yourselfandmykingdom’hesaidand

disappearedleavingThabisocallinghim

andaskinghim tostay.Sebokeng

roughlyshookhim andhewokeup.

Thabiso:Whatisit?

Sebokeng:Ifyouwanttowakeupthen

dosowithoutwakingupotherpeople.

Busycryingforyourfatherinyoursleep

likeayoungboy.



Thabiso:Sebokengdoyouevenhavea

father?

Sebokeng:EvenifIdidhewouldn’t

makemecryforhim inmysleep.You

mightaswellorderbreakfastwhileI

showerbecauseIcan’tgobacktosleep

now.

Thabiso:Ifyouwantbreakfastorderit

am stillsleeping.

Sebokeng:Youwokemeuponlyforyou

togobacktosleep?

Thabiso:Ineveraskedyoutowakeup

nowletmesleep.(heturnedaround

andslept.Sebokengorderedbreakfast

thenwenttotheshowerandtooka

shower.Breakfastarrivedjustasshe



wasabouttolotionandsheworeher

gownandopenedandbreakfastwas

delivered.Shesatdownandateher

breakfastandwhenshewasdoneshe

woreherswimsuitandputonsunscreen

thenwenttothehotelpoolandlaidon

thechairforawhileanddecidedtojoin

thetwoguyswhowereswimming.)

Guy1:Whatdoesabeautifulladydoing

swimmingalone?

Sebokeng:Whatdostudslikeyoutwo

doingswimmingalone?

Guy2:Wewerewakingforabeautiful

thinglikeyoutojoinus.

Sebokeng:So!Am herelet’sswim.

Them:Great!(theystartedswimming



andteasingeachotherplayingwith

water.Thabisocamedowntothepool

wearinghisshotsandvestwithflip

flops.Hestoodthereandwatched

Sebokengswimmingwiththoseguys

andlaughingwiththem likeshedidn’t

evenseehim)

Thabiso:Babe!(Sebokengturnedand

lookedathim)

Sebokeng:Ohheybabe,wannajoinus?

Thabiso:NomyloveIcametogetyou.

Sebokeng:Okaythen,pleasepassme

thetowel(sheaskedasshewentoutof

thepool,theywalkedbacktotheirroom)

Thabiso:SoTellme,whydidyou

disrespectmelikethatoutthere?



Sebokeng:Ismeswimming

disrespectfultoyou?

Thabiso:Seehowyouanswermeshows

thatyouhavenorespectformebut

afterthisyouwillknowwhothemanin

thisrelationshipis.(hewentcloserto

herandpinnedherheragainstthewall

andkissedsohardthatshestarted

losingherbreath,hepulledoutand

pushedherontothebedandrippedoff

herbathingsuitand...)

BaKoenakingdom:

Mapulawasinthekitchendrinkingmilk

whenshefeltlikeshecouldn’tbreathe.



Sheslowlyplacedtheglassonthe

kitchencounterandheldontoherchest

asshecouldn’tbreathproperly.Kwezi

cameinandsawherthenhurriedtoher

sideandhelpedhersitonthehighchair.

Kwezi:Whatisit?Doyouwantmeto

callthequeenmother?

Mapula:Noam fine.

Kwezi:Younotalrightandyouknowit

nowtellmewhatiswrongandhowIcan

helpyou?

Mapula:It’shappeningKwezi(shesaid

asherheartwasbreakingthatalone

teargracedhercheeksbutshequickly

wipeditaway)

Kwezi:WhatishappeningMapula?



Mapula:MyhusbandisbetrayingmeIn

theworstwaypossibleandithurts

Kwezi,toapointwhereIwishIdidn’t

havethisgiftandIwasn’tconnectedto

him becauseIfeeleverythinghisdoing

buttomeitcomesInaform ofpainand

Idon’tknowwhattodo.

Kwezi:Firstlyyouwillblockhim

completelyoutofyourheadandyouwill

dothattoday.Secondlyyouwillnever

talkaboutthatbeautifulgiftofyourslike

thateveragain.Thirdlyam makingyoua

speciallunch.

Mapula:Hahadoyouevenremember

whatIlikeeating?

Kwezi:GirlIwaswithyoufor5yearsat

schoolandIhavehadmanylunches



withyou,sopleaseletmespoilyou.

Mapula:OkayIfyouinsist

Kwezi:Mxm outhereactinglikeyou

don’twantthefoodam goingtomake,

girlIknowyoucan’twaittoeat.

Mapula:ahahayouknowmetoowell.

ThebothlaughedandKwezitookout

heringredientsshewillneedandstarted

whiletalkingtoherfriendtryingtoget

hermindofthingsanditworked,evenit

it’sjustforalittlewhile.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungkingdom

Threemonthslater

SebokengPOV:

It’sbeenathreemonthssinceIgot

marriedtothekingofBaTloungandI

mustsayithasbeenabliss.Ohletme



tellyouaboutthehoneymoon,afterthat

nightandeverynightafterthatmy

husbandreallydidkeephispromiseand

showedmewhothemanofthehouseis.

Notthatam complainingImeanwho

wouldwithamanlikethat.Womenthat

mancandothingsthatevenmy

boyfriendbackinSouthAfricaisno

matchforhim.Talkingaboutthatone,

hehasbeenapaininmybackside

askingmetocomebackhemissesme.

ImeanhellowouldIleavebeingthe

queenandallthemoneyIhaveatmy

disposalforamaredoctorwhoearns

thesameasme?Nothappening.Well

am happybutIhavebeenverytired

latelybutIguessit’severythingthisman



hasbeendoingtomebuttodayam

takingabreakfrom allthat.Igota

permanentpositionatthehospitaland

am actuallydrivingtherenow.

Sebokenggottothehospitalandparked

inherreservedparkingandmadeher

wayinsidethehospitalandgreetedthe

receptionist.

Sebokeng:MorningDorah

Dorah:MorningDoctor.

Sebokeng:Anymessagesforme?

Dorah:Nodoctorthereisnothingatthe

moment.Youlookgoodasusualbut

youhavethatextraglow.



Sebokeng:BeingQueenhasitspecks

mydear.

Dorah:OhIcanimaginebeingqueen

withallthemaidensatmydisposaland

eatinganythingandeverythingIcan.

Sebokeng:Hahafindyourselfanold

widowedkingandcharm him thenyou

willgetyourwish.

Dorah:How?Whenthesequeensdon’t

dieinsteadtheykilltheirhusbandsso

thattheycanliveandeatthemoney

alone.

Sebokeng:Andtheydothathey!Likemy

motherinlaw,myfatherinlawwasfine

theonedayandthenexthisdeadlike

whatisthat?



Dorah:Maybesheaskedherdaughterin

lawtohelpherkillhim sothattheycan

shareeverything.

Sebokeng:HahalittledidsheknowthatI

willbetheonetakingherplaceand

eatingthemoneytheyplannedon

sharing.

Dorah:hahahbutwhathappenedtothe

kingdom itlooksdrymaan?

Sebokeng:Ithasn’trainedinthree

monthsdearyetit’ssupposedtobe

winterbutno!Thisweatherremindsme

ofDurbaninSouthAfrica.

Dorah:SeewhyIwanttobethequeen?I

meantheonlyplaceIhavebeentois

Malutiandthat’sthefurthestIcan



affordtogo.

Sebokeng:Hahahletmegostart

workingbeforeourbossstartwithhis

nonsense.

Dorah:GoMyqueenthepatientsare

waiting(Sebokengturnedaroundto

walkawaybutDorahnoticedthather

blackbodyhuggingdressedwaswetat

back)

Dorah:Doctordidyousitonwateror

something?

Sebokeng:Nowhy?

Dorah:Yourdressseestobewetatthe

back(Sebokengtouchedherbehind

andlookedatherhandanditwasred

withblood.Dorahsawthistooand



didn’twastetimecallingforhelp)

Imustsaythatthebloodshockedme,I

meanMyperiodisirregularandvery

painful.Butwhatam havingthistimeis

justbloodflowinglikeataphasbeen

opened.Thechiefofstaffhimselfwas

theoneattendingtomebecauseIthink

hewascomingtofindmeatreception

becauseheknowsIliketalkingtoDorah

inthemorningbeforeIstartwork.This

periodfeltreadystrangebecauseI

didn’tfeelanypain,Iwastakentothe

emergencyroom andattendedtobut

thechiefofstaffcalledherMoromiwho

isagynecologist.Shecheckedme.

Doc:Whenwasyourlastperioddoctor?



Sebokeng:About3monthsago

Doc:Ithinkyouarehavingamiscarriage

judgingbytheamountofbloodyouare

losing.ButIhavetochecktobesure

becauseyoudon’tseem tobeinpain.

Sebokeng:Am notinanykindofpain.

(shenoddedandpulledtheultrasound

machineandaskedmetoliestill,my

dresswasalreadycutopenwith

scissorslikeam adyingpatient.Ididas

toldandshelookedatthescreen)

Doc:JustasIthought

Sebokeng:Whatisit?

Doc:YouarepregnantandifIdon’tact

nowyouwilllosethisbabycompletely.

(shethenranoutoftheroom andtwo



minuteslateranursecameinand

injectedmewithsomethingtostopthe

bleeding.Myhusbandcameinrunning,

Dorahmusthavecalledhim asheismy

nextofkin)

Thabiso:BabeWhatisgoingon?

Sebokeng:TheDoctorsaysIam having

amiscarriageandhistryingtostopit.

Thabiso:Wereyoupregnant?

Sebokeng:Ijustfoundoutmyselfwhen

thishappened.

Thabiso:AreyouOkay,doyouhaveany

painsoranything?

Sebokeng:Strangelynobutdon’tlook

soworriedIwillnotlosethisbaby

becauseheisaMotloungandam young



andhealthyso..

Thabiso:Ihopeso(theDoctorcameIn

after30minutesjustafterIfelt

somethingbigcomingoutofme)

Sebokeng:DocIthinksomethingbig

justcameout.

Doc:Imightbeaclot,mykingplease

giveussomespacesothatIcan

examineher.

Thabiso:Verywelldoc(Thabiso

steppedout)

ThedoctorcheckonSebokengandsaw

thatwhatcameoutwasthebabysack.

Shedidtheultrasoundagainsawthat

themiscarriagewascompletelikethere

wasnothingthere.Shewentoutand



calledThabisobeforedeliveringthe

news.

Doc:Mykingandqueen,Am sorrytosay

thisbutyouhavelostthebaby.

Sebokeng:No!No!No!Mybabycan’tbe

dead,checkagaindoctor!

Thabiso:Howfaralongwasshe?

Doc:Shewasjuststartinghersecond

trimester.

Thabiso:ButIthoughtthatisasafe

stageforababy.

Sebokeng:YesitisAndIknowthis

becauseam adoctorsopleasedoyour

jobandcheckagainIcan’tlosethis

baby(shepleadedwiththedoctorand

shelookedattheultrasoundwithhope



buttherewasnothing)shecriedand

heldontoThabiso’sarm.Thedoctorleft

them thereandcalledthenurseto

sedateher.Afterbeingsedatedshefell

asleepinafewminutesandThabisoleft.

InthecarThabisowasdrivingbackto

thepalacelookingatthedrygrassand

farmsofhisfather’skingdom.Farms

thatnevergotdryforaslongashecan

remember,butnowtheyweredryand

therewasnohopeforrain.

-GodsofBaTloungwhatishappening

here?Ihavelostthreetradingcontacts

becauseofthisdrought,mypeoplehave

lostfaithinmeandIhaveresortedto

buyingfoodforthem butthatwon’tlast



longbecausethekingdom isbigandthe

foodcostsmealotofmoney.NowIjust

lostachildthatcouldhavebeenthe

princeofthiskingdom,somethingthat

wouldhavegivenmejoyevenifit’sjust

foralittlewhile.Mywife,sighIsawher

theotherdaywithmyprincessbutthey

didn’tseeme.Theylookedsohappy

withoutmeandmywifelooksbeautiful,

pregnancysuitsherwell.Iwonderhow

faralongsheis,IwishIknewthe

cravingsshehadandthemoodswings.

(hesmiled)thechiefpriestissurethat

sheiscarryinganheirtothethrone.But

whateveritisIwillbethehappiestman

alive.GodsofBaTloungIneedmywife

rightaboutnow,shewouldknowwhat



todointhissituation,shewouldhave

helpedmepreventitorhelpedmeoutof

itbynow.AndtheBaKoenabrothers,

sighhowImissthem,ImissLebothe

mosthahahtheguyiscrazybuthe

alwayshashisownwayofbeinghumor

ineverysituationandgivingonehope.I

havelostalotandgainednothing.

Hearrivedatthepalaceandwent

straighttothechiefpriesthutafter3

monthsheNotbeingthere.

Chief:Myking,Ihavebeenwaitingfor

you

Thabiso:Greetingswiseone

Chief:Greetingsmyking,Isensea

heavyheart.



Thabiso:Myheartisheavyeyeofthe

gods,nothingseemstobegoingwell

eversinceItookoverasking.Mysister

doesn’tsetfootathome,mywifeis

pregnantandfarfrom me,myprincess

doesn’tevencallmeandyetIthought

shecan’tlivewithoutme.Nowmy

currentwifejustlostababy.It’salltoo

mucheyeofthegodandIseekanswers.

Chief:Yourwifewascarryingaroyal

seedthatwasnevergoingtobe

recognizedbythegodfortheyhave

chosentheonetheywanttobarethe

seedsofBaTloung.Secondlyyourwife

iscursedthatiswhyshelostthebaby.

Thabiso:What?Whocouldhavedone

thattothequeen.



Chief:Correction,notthequeenbuta

commoneractingasthequeen.

Thabiso:Pleasedon’tstartwithme,just

tellmewhocursemywife?

Chief:Goandaskyourwifeshehasthe

answers.

Thabiso:EyeofthegodsIknowyou

havetheanswerstoallmyquestions

andIaskasyourkingtotellme.

Chief:Thecommoneryoucallaqueen

wasalonewhenshedidwhatshedid.

Sogoandaskhertotellyouandmake

amends..

Thabiso:Okay,andtheothermatters?

WhatdoIdo?

Chief:Simplemyking,gettherightful



queenbackinthepalaceandgetridof

thecommoner.

Thabiso:Eyeofthegods,ithasbeen

threemonthsandmywifeseemstobe

morehappywithoutme.HowdoIget

herbackandhowdoIevenstart?

Chief:She’syourwifeyouwrongedher

sosortitout.AllIknowisthatthegods

wanttheirqueenorelsethingsarestill

goingtogetuglyinthiskingdom.

Thabiso:Ican’tjustleaveSebokeng,not

aftershejustlostthebaby.

Chief:Suityourselfandlivewiththe

consequences.(Thabisodidn’tsay

anythingjustleftandwenttothepalace

andmethismotherinthelounge)



Queen:Whydoyoulooklikeyouare

carryingtheweightoftheworldonyour

shoulders?

Thabiso:Ijustcamefrom theHospital.

Queen:What,yourdolldecidedtothrow

oneofhertantrums?

Thabiso:Thiswasnotatantrum mother,

shelostababyanddidn’tevenknow

shewaspregnant.SheisbrokenandI

don’tknowhowtohelpher.

Queen:Yhoosheisevenincompetentat

doingtheonethingwomenaremeantto

doandthatisbringingachildintothis

world.Yousayhelpher?Helpherwith

what?

Thabiso:Justtohelphergetbetter



mother,sheisreallyhurting,pleasehelp

herasamother.

Queen:Thatwillneverhappen,my

daughterinlawhasgivenusaprincess

andisyettogiveusanotherchild.Sheis

arealwomanandthedaughterof

BaTloung.ThatisthepersonIwould

helpNotthisthingofyours.

Thabiso:ButMotheryouneverhave

Debo’schanceeversinceshegothere,

whydoyouhatehersomuch?

Queen:Idon’thatehershejustdoesn’t

belonghere.Thatgirlhasdraggedthe

nameofBaTloungintothemudandthat

isbecausesheisacommonerwho

knowsnothingaboutroyalty.



Thabiso:That’sbecausenoonetaught

herandshowedherourways.

Queen:That’sbecauseshedoesn’t

belonghereandshehasshownthaton

morethanoneoccasion.Justgoand

gettherealqueenofthislandbackand

allthiswillbeover.

Thabiso:Idon’tknowhow(hesaidand

lefthertheregoingtohisfather’sgrave)

Pleasedoappreciatetheinsertbyliking

andcommenting.
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BaTloungkingdom

Theysaywhenitrainsispoursand

XhosapeoplesayIyanethanasentlango

meaningitcanraininthedesertaswell.

Thabisodidn’tnoticethathiswifewas

indroughtandsufferingwithoutwater

whenhewasbusywithSebokeng.She

waslikesomeonewhoisstuckinthe

desertandhadnowayout.Untilshe

decidedtogohomeandfocusonwhat

wasimportantandthatisherchildren

andherkingdom whichshefoundout



wasnotherkingdom butthatofher

brotherandhiswifeandthatshe

doesn’tbelongtoonekingdom but

many.Butthatisamatterthatwillhave

towaituntilherhusbandcomesbackas

theybothhavetobegoingaroundthose

kingdomshelpingthem.NowThabisois

theoneexperiencingdroughtbutnot

onlyliterallyinhiskingdom italso

personallywithhislovelife.Hesatnext

tohisfather’sgraveandlookedatthe

sideofthemountains,thesunwas

abouttosetandhethoughtoftheonly

personwholovenaturedearly.His

belovedwifeandqueenofhiskingdom.

Thabiso:Father,howIwishyouwere



hererightnow,youwarnedmeabout

thisbutIwasnotthankingatall.My

wifelefthomeandIdon’tseemy

daughteranymore.TheonlyreasonI

didn’tgoafterherthatdaywasbecause

Ididn’tknowhowtoanswerthe

questionsshewouldhavehadforme.I

havedisrespectedherinfrontofthe

peopleanddegradedmyselfinfrontof

them lookingatanotherwomanwithno

shamewhileshewasrightbesidesme.I

couldn’tfaceherandafterthatthings

gotworseandIdidn’tknowhowIwould

everfaceher.Ibetrayedmywifeinthe

worstpossiblewayahusbandcould,I

didsomethingyouneverdidtoour

mother,theonlythingyoudidforher



wastryandhelpher.ButIfailedtotry

andhelpmywifebecauseIwaspre-

occupiedbythebeautyofanempty

womanwithnovalues.FatherIfailedto

keepthepromiseImadeyoutotake

careofthiskingdom andforthatam

sorry.IknowsorrywillnotfixthisandI

knowtheonlywayistogetmywife

backhomebutatthesametimeIdon’t

wanttoappearasifIjustwantherwhen

thingsgobadinmylife.Atfirstthis

womansavedmefrom beingjailedfor

killingpeopleafterbeingbewitchedby

yetanotherwomanbutIdidn’tlearnmy

lessonthenandnowIdiditagain.And

againIhavetoaskhertobailmeout,

whatkindofahusbanddoesthat?Now



thewifeIwasmesmerizedbyisdoing

nothingtoassistmebutsitaroundthe

wholedaytalkingaboutthenextplace

shewantstovisit.Fatheram lostandI

needhelpfindingmywayback,backto

thiskingdom,backtomypeople,back

tomyassociatesandbacktomywife

andkids.

Chief:Theonlywaybackistheoneyou

refusedtotake,stuckwiththiswoman

andwatchyourfather’skingdom perish

rightbeforeyoureyesmyking.

Thabiso:Whendidyougethere?

Chief:Thatdoesn’tmatterwhatmatters

nowiswhatyouaregoingtodonext.

Thabiso:Am goingtogetmywifeback.



Chief:Youtellingmethisbecause?

Thabiso:LaterChief

Chief:Gowellmyking.

Thabisoranthefrontofthehouseand

gotintohiscardrivingoutinhighspeed

goingtoBaKoena.Ashewasdrivinghe

recitedhisclannamesaskinghis

ancestorstobewithhim onhisjourney.

ThedrivetoBaKoenaseemedlongerto

him evenwiththespeedhewasdriving

atbecausehewasworriedaboutwhat

toexpectwhenhegetsthere.Hegotto

thecrossroadsandtooktheonegoing

toBaKoenaanddrovethroughthe

kingdom admiringthebeautifulhouses



thatwerenicelydevelopedfrom their

previousstateafterthewar.

-GodsofBaTloung,itreallyhasbeena

longtimesinceIcamehereifthe

brothershavealreadyfinishedwith

renovatingthehousesandmakingthis

kingdom evenmorebeautiful.Thesoilis

richandtheairfeelsrefreshing.

SomethingIhaven’tfeltinmykingdom

inalongtime.Bewithmegodsof

BaTloungandhelpmethroughthis.

Thetooktheroadgoingtothepalace

andwassurprisedtoseethateventhe

roadsinsidethekingdom arebeing

developedintotarroads.Thedriveto

thepalacewassmoothasthetarwas

freshandnew.Heapproachedthe



palacegateandhopedthatthebrothers

werenothomebutashegotcloserhe

sawhiswifesittingoutsideonthepatio

withhisdaughterandthebrotherswere

standingbythethroneroom laughing

andtalking.Hewonderedwhenwasthe

lasttimehewasthatcarefreeand

laughingandtheanswercamebackto

thelasttimehewasatBaKoena.He

stoppedatthegateandtheguards

lookedatthebrothersastheywere

lookingathim.Hisdaughtersawhiscar

butjustlookedatitandturnedher

attentionbacktothepuppyshewas

playingwith.Hisheartsankashe

thoughtofhowhelosttheloveand

affectionofhisfirstborn.Thebrothers



werenotbotheredbyhispresenceat

thegateandhedidn’texpectit,Yeshe

knewthingswon’tbeeasybuthedidn’t

thinkhewon’tevenbeletinsidethegate.

Hesatinthecarwatchinghiswifeand

daughtersittingtheretalkingand

occasionallylaughingatwhateverthe

otherwassaying.Alonetearescaped

hiseyesandhequicklywipeditaway,

hisheartwasheavyandfullofregrets.

Afteralong30minutesofwaitinginthe

caratthegatewatchinghisfamilyLebo

cametothegateandhesteppedoutof

thecar.

Lebo:Yeah?

Thabiso:BrotherMay.....(hecuthim

short)



Lebo:Youlosttherighttocallmethat

thedayyoudecideditwasokayto

mistreatmylittlesister.Nowam not

yourbother.

Thabiso:Am sorryLebobut...(hecut

him shortonceagain)

Lebo:Youareapologizingtothewrong

person.

Thabiso:LookIcameheretotalkto

Mapula,wouldyoupleaseallowmein

sothatIcanhaveawordwithher?

Lebo:Ifshewantedtotalktoyoushe

wouldbeherebynowasyoucansee

she’ssittingtherewithnocareinthe

worldandsoityourdaughter.That

shouldtellyoualot.



Thabiso:IunderstandbutmayIplease

tryandtalktoher?

Lebo:Ithinkyouhaveadeathwish,her

thehelloutofhereandnevercomeback.

Thabiso:Am notleavingwithouttalking

tomywife.

Lebo:Oh!Soshe’syourwifeafter3

monthsofnotsayinganythingor

showingupherenowshe’syourwife?

Okay!Guardsopenthegatenow!(the

guardrantoopenthegateandTokelo

came)

Tokelo:Whyareyouopeningthegate

forhim?

Lebo:BrotherIaskthatyouletme

handlethis.



Tokelo:Verywellthen,Iwillbeinthe

throneroom whenyoudonetakingout

therubbish.(Tokeloleft)

Lebo:NowIfyousetfoodinhereIwon’t

beresponsibleforwhatIam todowith

you.Thegatesareopenchoosewisely

(hesteppedbackandThabisogotinto

hiscaranddrovein.Mapulasawthat

somethingwasabouttogodownand

shetookherdaughter’shandand

walkedintothepalace.Thabisodrovein

andparkedwhileLebowaswatching

him,coolasicewithhishandsinhis

pockets.Thabisosteppedoutofthecar)

Hedidn’tgoanyfurtherasLebogave

onehellofapunchthathedidn’texpect



andlandedhim ontheground.

Lebo:NowIwantyoutoturnintothe

animalthatyouareandfightmeyou

pieceofshit(Thabisostoodup)that

fueledLeboandtheangerthathehas

beenholdingcamebackand

immediatelyTerminatorwasunleashed.

HewenttoThabisofilm forceandthrew

anotherpupandheblockeditandthrew

hishittinghim onthestomachbutit

waslikeLebodidn’tfeelathingashe

wentbacktrippinghim andhefelland

heoverhim andstartedpunching.He

keptseeinghissistercryinginsecret

andsayingshewasokaywithaforced

smilewheneverhefoundher.Thatglued

him ashethrewonepunchafteranother



withThabisofightingbackandcouldn’t

getachancetounleashhisbeast.He

alwayssaidthathismostlyafraidof

Leboandtodayhewasexperiencingthe

reasonwhyhispeoplecalledhim

Terminatorandalwayslaughedwhenhe

laughedbutseriouswhenhegotserious.

Kweziwenttothebalconyforfreshair

whenhesawthetwofightinglikebulls

inakraal.Shewentdownrunningand

wenttocallTokelointhethroneroom

whowasbushlookingatthebooksof

thekingdom.

Kwezi:Tokelo!Youareherelookingat

bookswhenthosepeoplearekilling

eachotheroutthere!Comehelpquickly!



Tokelo:IftheykilleachotherIknowfor

afactIwon’tbetheoneburyingmy

brotherbutmywifemightburryhers.

(coolasiceashesaidthatleaningback

onhischair)

Kwezi:Soyounotgoingtodoanything?

Tokelostoodupandlookedoutthedoor

andsawhowintensethefightwasand

gotbackinandsatonhischair.

Tokelo:Noam notgoinganywherenear

thosetwo,LeboisnownottheLeboyou

know,that’sTerminatorandnoone

messeswithhim andThabisowill

unleashhisbeastthemomenthegetsa

chancewhichadoubthewillbecause

onceTerminatorhasyouthereisnot

escaping.Sono!Sisteram notgoing



there.

Kwezi:WhatshouldIdo?Whowould

stopthis?

Tokelo:IwishIknewhahahbuttobe

honestIalwayswantedtoseethose

twofightingandseewhowillwinhahah

(Kwezigavehertheevileyeandhekept

quiet.Kweziwentouttocallthequeen

motherandTokelotookouthisphone

andvideotapedthefightandlaughingat

thesametime.Thequeenmothercome

outofthepalacefollowedbyKwezi)

Mabotle:Tokelo!Banabayabolayana

monawenaubusykadiphonekeng

kawena?(Tokelo!Thechildrenare

killingeachotherandyouarebusywith

aphone,whatiswrongwithyou?)



Tokelostoppedthevideoandsentitto

Ntsika.

Mabotle:Lebohang!Thabiso!Whatare

youdoing?(theydidn’tlisten)thequeen

motherwentbacktothehouseandinto

thekitchenandtookabroom andbroke

itinthemiddleandwentbacktothose

two.Shegottothem anddidn’task

questionsashestartedbeatingthetwo

ofthem withabroomstick.Leboturned

aroundstillmadashellreadytomurder

someonebutthemomenthiseyesmet

hismotherhebecamesoftand

loosenedhisgriponThabisowhowent

straighttohiscaranddroveoff.

Lebo:Am sorrymother(hesaidlooking

down)



Mabotle:Nowyoudon’tlistentome

whenIcallyouandtellyoutostop?

Lookathowmuchbloodyouhaveon

you!

Lebo:Am sorrymotherIdidn’thearyou

andmostofthisbloodisnotmine,it’s

justanosebleedonme.

Mabotle:Andonlyyouwouldthinkthat

willmakeanydifference!Howcanyou

fightinmyhouseLebo?

Lebo:Am sorrymotherbuthestartedit

Tokelo:LiesLeboyoustarteditahaha

Lebo:ShutupTokelo!

Tokelo:Butit’strueBrotherhahahon

man!



Lebo:Motherdoesn’tknowthatiskeep

quiet!

Mabotle:Youtwothinkam old!Tokelo

shutupbecauseyoudidnothingtostop

this!WenaLebogointhereandwash

offthatblood!Idon’twantmygrand

kidstoseeyoulikethisnowgo!(Lebo

wenttothehouseasTokelowas

receivingacallfrom Ntsika)

Convo:

Ntsika:Awu!Awumadodangaze

ngajabula!Ibifunanileyombuzilapho?

(ohman!Am sohappy!Whatwasthat

goatdoingthere?)

Tokelo:Hecametotalktohiswifebut



metTerminatorhimself.

Ntsika:Uyalayekanamiwangishaya

lowomgodoyiloyohakeazweukuthi

kunjani.MayehayiumlayileuLebo!

(serveshim right!Healsobeatmethat

doghemustalsofeelwhatit’slike.Oh

manLebodidwell!)

Tokelo:DidyouseethepartwhereLebo

hithisribsandhegroanedlikean

injureddoghahahIcan’tgetenoughof

thatparthaha

Ntsika:IwishIwasthereIwouldhave

beenthereIwouldhavehelpedLebo

teachthatgoodfornothingalesson.

ButIlikethepartwherehepunchedthe

livingdaylightsoutofhim andIswore

hewasgoingtofaintbutLebodidn’t



givehim achancetofallasheheldhim

andshowedhim withpunches.God!I

lovedithaha

Tokelo:Byemanthequeeniscoming

Ntsika:Gobeforeshebeatsyoutoowith

abroomstickhahah

Tokelo:GotohellNtsika!

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandTokelo

attendedtohismotherwhileNtsikakept

onwatchingthevideoandlaughing

aloneinhisoffice.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungkingdom

Itistruethatyoudon’tappreciateoryou

don’tknowwhatyouhaveuntilyoulost

it.Thabisohadagreatfriendshipwith

theBaKoenabrothersbuttodayhewas

anenemyofthem,heevengotbeaten

upforallthemesshecausedandhe

didn’tknowhowtofixit.Heoncehanda

verygoodrelationshipwithhisdaughter,



infacttheywereinseparablebuttoday

hisdaughtercan’tevenlookathim long

enough,shedidn’tevencometohim

runninglikesheused.Hewaslikea

strangertohisownchildandthathurt

him morethanthebeatinghegotfrom

Lebo.Heoncehadawifewhowoulddo

anythingforhim,awifethatwasboth

lovingandprotectiveofbothkingdoms

andnowhehasawifethatcouldn’t

carelessaboutthekingdom onlyof

herself.Thathurthim evenmore,he

realizedthathehaslosteverythingthat

wasdeartohim andforwhat?Nothing

really.Bythetimehegothomehisleft

eyewasalreadyclosedwiththeswelling

andhisribsweresopainfulthathehad



toleanononesidewhilehewasdriving.

Whenhegothomehismotherwas

sittinginthelivingroom andsawhim

first.

Queen:Whathappenedtoyou?Didyour

wife’sboyfriendbeatyouup?

Thabiso:Thatareyoutalkingabout

mother,whatboyfriend?

Queen:Sebokeng’sboyfriendImean

everyoneknowsthatshewasn’tsingle

whenshecamehere.

Thabiso:NomotherIwasactually

beatenupbymywife’sbrother.

Queen:Sebokenghasabrother?Ididn’t

knowthat!

Thabiso:NomotherImeanMapula’s



brother!(hesaidhalfshoutingand

annoyedbythequestions)

Queen:hahahahGodIhavebeenwaiting

forthisday!HahahIhopehebeatsome

senseintoyou.

Thabiso:Am goingtogetcleanedup.

(helefthismotherandwenttohis

chamberandtookoffhisshirtthatwas

fullofbloodandhetosseditasideand

lookedathisribsonthemirrorandthey

wereturninggreenandverypainful.He

lookedathiseye.

-NotevenwhenIwasaboyhaveIbeen

beatenuplikethis.ButIdeserveitandI

willhealandgogetmorebearings.I

havedoneenoughdamagetomyfamily

tojustsitbackandwatchthem slip



awayfrom melikethat.

Hewenttothebathroom andtooka

bathrelaxinginthewarm waterwiththe

bathsaltsdoingtheirjobonhisbody.

OutsideSebokengarrivedandparked

thenwentintothepalaceonlytobemet

bythequeenmotherinthelivingroom.

Sebokeng:EveningMother

Queen:IfIdontgreetyouthenIwillbe

theevilmotherinlawsoGreetings

Sebokeng.

Sebokeng:ItriedtocallThabisoto

comepickmeupwhenIgotdischarged

buthedidn’tpickup.Doyouknow

whereheis?

Queen:Hisyourhusbandishenot?



Sebokeng:YesMotherheis.

Queen:Soyoushouldknowhis

whereaboutsnotme.Idon’tkeeptabs

onThabisonordoeshereporttome

whenheleavesthispalace.

Sebokeng:IunderstandmotherandI

didn’twanttofight.Ihavebeenthrough

alottodayandIneedsomerest.

Queen:YoualwaysneedrestsoIdon’t

seeanythingknewonthatohandI

heardaboutyourmiscarriageandam

sorrynowomanshouldhavetogo

throughthat.

Sebokeng:Iappreciatethekindwords

mother.

Queen:OhGodthismotherthing



comingfrom youisannoying.Pleasego

andrest,sothatIcanhavemypeaceas

well.(Sebokengdidn’tsayanythingshe

justwentupthestairsgoingtotheir

chamber.Whenhegotintotheroom

Thabisowascomingoutofthe

bathroom)

Sebokeng:Whathappenedtoyou?God

ifwewereinSouthAfricaIwouldsay

yougotmuggedbutIdon’tknowin

thesepartsoftheworld.

Thabiso:NothingIwillbefine.

Sebokeng:Noyouwillnotgetawaythat

easy!WherehaveyoubeenbecauseI

calledforyoutopickmeupbutyou

didn’tanswerandIcomebacktofind

youlikethis?



Thabiso:Isaidit’snothing!(hewas

gettingannoyed)

Sebokeng:Youcan’tgivemethatwhen

youreyeiscompletelyclosedbecause

oftheswelling!Orwhat,youwere

caughtwithamarriedwomanandthe

husbandbeatyouup?

Thabiso:Iwenttogetmywifebackand

Iwasbeatenbyherbrother,happynow?

Sebokeng:SowhileIwasinhospitaljust

afterlosingourchildyouwenttoget

yourwifeback?WowThabisojustwow.

Thabiso:WOW yaengwenamaan!

Watsebakekalebakalahaomosadi

wakalengwanakabasemohae?

SkantlwayelahampeSebokeng



wankotlwa??Wowwhat?Youknowthat

youarethereasonmywifeandchildare

nothereathome?Don’tpissmeoff

Sebokengdoyouhearme?)

Sebokeng:Loudandclear!Nowletme

gobathandrest.

Thabiso:Younotgoinganywherewhen

am stilltalkingtoyou!

Sebokeng:Whatmoredoyouwantto

say?Didn’tyoujustmakeitclearthat

youwantyourwifeback?Sowhatdo

youwant?

Thabiso:OfcourseIwantmywifeand

childbackSebokeng.Mydaughterdidn’t

evengreetmewhenIgothere,Hellshe

didn’tevenlookatmelongenoughfor



metoatleastwaveatherandyouwant

metosayIdon’twantherback?

Sebokeng:Sogogetthem back!Don’t

youseethatbitchbrainwashedyour

child?

Thabiso:Callmywifeabitchonemore

timeSebokengandyouwillknowwhat

am capableof!

Sebokeng:Sheisabitchactinglikeshe

doesn’twanttocomebackwhenallshe

wantsisforyoutogravelandbegherto

takeyouback.Am usedtobitcheslike

thatinSouthAfrica.

Thabiso:GodAm sotiredofhearing

aboutSouthAfricainfactIhavebeento

thewholeofit.Foryourinformation



Mapulaisaladyunlikeyou..

Sebokeng:Waitwhatdidyousay?You

callaruraluneducatedgirlalady?

Thabiso:Thatruralgirlhasmoreclass

thanyou,Foryourinformationbecause

clearlyyouhavebeenmisinformed,

MapuladidherhighschoolinCape

Townwhileyoudidyouruniversity

studiesthereandsheknowsSouth

Africalikethebackofherhand.Also

MapulahasadegreeinFinancila

Managementandanalyst.Sheisa

qualifiedprofessionaljustlikeyoubut

thedifferenceisthatshehasherown

moneyandrichesanddoesn’tdepend

onanyoneforanything.

Sebokeng:Ifsheissogreatthenwhy



didyouleaveherforme?

Thabiso:BecauseIwasblindedbythe

physicalappearanceandstupidtoeven

lethergo.Butbestbelieve,Iwillgether

backwhereshebelongs.

Sebokeng:AndwheredoI...(hecuther

short)

Thabiso:Nolet’sstartbywhatyoudid

thatmadeyouloseourbaby?

Sebokeng:SoyouthinkIdidsomething

toabortthebaby?

Thabiso:NoIdon’tthinkthatbutthe

chiefpriestsaidyouwillneverhave

childrenuntilyoufixwhatyoudid,now

whatisit?

Sebokeng:Youknowwhat?Am tiredof



thischiefpriestofyoursactinglikea

god.WhatcouldIhavedonetowitches

ofthisplaceforthem totakemychild?

Thabiso:Youhavejustinsultedthegods

ofthiskingdom.

Sebokeng:Whatdoesthathavetodo

withme?Ifthosegodsofyourswanted

myrespecttheywouldhaveprotected

mychildbutnotheylethim die!

Thabiso:Sebokengwhatwitchesare

youtalkigabout?Becausethechief

priestsaidyouaretheonewhodid

something!

Sebokeng:Didyoustoptothinkabout

whatthatalianyoucallawife?Imean

lookathereye!Onlywitcheshavesuch



eyes.Whatdoyouthinkshewoulddoto

getyouback?

Thabiso:Youknowwhatam not

entertainingthis,am goingtobedIhave

aheadache.

Sebokeng:SleepButIpromiseyouthis,

ifIeverloseanotherchildyourwifewill

knowwhoIam.

Thabiso:Hahahyeahright!Justdon’t

startthingsyouwon’tbeabletofinish.

Sebokeng:Justyouwatchandsee(she

wenttothebathroom andtookabath

whileThabisosleptthinkingaboutways

togetMapulaback)

BaKoenakingdom:



Thefamilywassittingatthediningtable

abouttohavetheirdinner,themaidens

cameanddinnerwasserved.Mapula

sawthatKweziwasangryatLeboabout

whathappenedearliertodayandshe

decidedtobreaktheice.

Mapula:BeforeweeatIwouldliketo

saysomething(theyalllookedather)

mybrothers,Ihavebeenawayfrom

homeformostofmyteenagelifethatI

didn’tgettoexperiencemybrothers

standingupformeandfightingforme.

TheninmyadultlifeIfoundmypowers

andwasabletotakecareofmyself

withoutdependingonanyone.Buttoday

whenIcouldn’tusemypowersortake



careofmyselfmybrothershowedme

thatIdon’talwayshavetobestrongand

fightalonebecausehewillalwaysbe

thereforme.MythanksLeboforwhat

youdidforme,Iappreciateitmorethan

youcouldeverknow.

Lebo:Iwillalwaysbethereforyoulast

born.

Kwezi:Huh?Todayshe’slastborn!

Tokelo:Iwasjustasshockedatyouare

aboutthis.

Lebo:Don’tbefooleddearbrother,this

isjustatodaythingnothingmore.

Mapula:WellIdon’tcareifit’satoday

thingsonly,allIcareaboutisthatmy

brothergavemehistitlefortheday.



Lebo:Seesheappreciates.

Mabotle:GodsofBaKoenawhydidyou

onlygivemefoolsforchildren?

Them:Mother!

Mabotle:What?

Them:Nothing

Mabotle:Ithoughtasmuch,butona

seriousnotethoughmychildren,

BaTloungissufferingthewomeninthe

clubthatIopenedforallwomenare

complainingabouthowbadthingsare

andhowtheyarestarving.Idon’tlike

whatThabisodidbutnowit’saffecting

innocentpeopleandwehavetodo

somethingaboutit.

Reneilwe:Withallduerespectmother



thatwillnothappen,mybrotherchose

thisandhewillgethimselfoutofit.If

werescuehim nowthenhewillnever

learnhislesson.

Mabotle:Iunderstandthatdearbutthat

isyourfather’skingdom wetalking

aboutandam surehedoesn’tlikewhat

isgoingon.ForaslongasIhaveknown

yourfatherBaTlounghasneverbeena

poorkingdom andthepeopleare

suffering.Whichissomethingtheyare

notusedto.

Reneilwe:Iunderstandthatmotherand

memorethananyoneelsewantmy

father’skingdom tobebacktowhatit

wasbutatthesametimewecan’t

ignorewhatmybrotherdid.Heisthe



kingbuthedidn’tthinkofhispeople

beforedoingwhathedid,soIsuggest

thatwelethim figurethingsoutonhis

ownbeforejumpingin.

Mabotle:Ihearyoudear,Mapulawhat

doyouthink?

Mapula:ThatMyBabyishungryandI

havetofeedhernow,excusemepeople

andhaveagoodslumber.(shetook

foodforKeabetsweandwentupthe

stairs)

Reneilwe:Iknowshe’shurtingandIalso

knowshewouldneversayanything

negativeaboutmybrotherorhis

kingdom.Shewillalwaysputother

people’sfeelingsfirstbeforeherown

andIjustwishsheknewthatshehas



meinhercorneraswell.

Kwezi:Trustmedearsheknowsbut

thatisMapulashewillneverspeakillof

anyonesodon’tbeoffended.

Lebo:Iwanttoseemychildrentoonow.

Tokelo:Ialsowanttoseemyson

Mabotle:Youtwoarenotgoing

anywhere,Iknowyoujustwantto

runawayfrom thisbecauseyouplanning

ofbeatingThabisoupthenexttimehe

comeshere.

Tokelo:What!Whywouldwedothat?

Reneilwe:Hahahyeahrightnowam with

youmother,theyhavesomething

planned.



Tokelo:Iwouldnever!Yousawtoday

Lebo:Yeahanditwasafirstandthelast

timeformetoo.

Mabotle:YoutwomustthinkIdon’t

knowyou,thereasonwhyIneverletyou

twooutofmysightisbecauseyouhave

alwaysbeentroublemakerssoIknow

youwilldosomething.

Lebo:Motherwearegrownmennow,

wewouldn’tcausetrouble.

Tokelo:Yeahanddon’tforgetyou

talkingabouttheleadersofthis

kingdom,akingandchief.Twopeople

thatthewholekingdom lookupto,so

wehaveareputationtouphold.

Mabotle:Wherewasthatreputation



whenyoubeatupThabisoandtheother

watchedtakingvideos?

Theystartedgoingbackandforthwith

theirmotherandwivesabouthowgood

andrespectabletheyare.

Mapulagotintoherdaughter’sroom

andshewasplayingwithhepuppy.

Mapula:SunsetGreetingsmyprincess

Keabetswe:Greetingsmyqueen

Mapula:Youseem bothered,whatisthe

matter?

Keabetswe:Am justthinkingabouthow

heavyfathersheartwaswhenhewas

here.Helookedolderthanheis.



Mapula:Whatdoyouknowaboutpeople

lookingold?

Keabetswe:NothingButIknowmy

fatherandthatwasnothim atall.He

doesn’tlookhappy.

Mapula:Wellwedon’tknowthatand

whydidn’tyougotohim whenhewas

here?

Keabetswe:IwantedtobutIcouldn’t

Mapula:Whatdoyoumeanyoucouldn’t?

BecauseIdidn’tstopyou.

Keabetswe:Iknowthatmotherbutthe

momentIsawhim Isaweverythinghe

didtoyouandhowmuchpainyouhave

beenthroughandIcouldn’t.

Mapula:KeabetsweWhatdoyoumean



bythat?

Keabetswe:MotherwhenIlookedat

fatherIsawhisbetrayalandallthathe

did.Thepainhecausedyouandthat

hurtmebecauseIneverthoughtmy

fatherwouldeverdothat.

Mapula:Keabetswemychild,whatever

happensbetweenmeandyourfather

hasnothingtodowithyou.Idon’twant

youtoeverchoosesideswhenitcomes

tomeandhim.Wearebothyour

parentsandweloveyoujustasmuch.

Am sureyourfather’sheartwasheavy

becauseyoudidn’tevengreethim when

hewashere.

Keabetswe:Motherhowdoyoulook

someoneintheeyeandpretendthey



didn’thurtyouwhentheydidmorethan

justhurtyou.HebrokeyouandIsawit

firsthand,yesyoudidn’ttellmeandyes

youtriedtohideitbutasmuchasyou

havepowersandcanseeeverythingI

alsohavethesameandItoocansee

everything.Fatherdisappointedmeand

Idon’tknowifcaneverseehim the

samewayagain.

Mapula:OkayIwon’tforceyouinto

doinganythingyoudon’twantbut

pleasedotryandfinditinyourheatto

forgiveyourfather.Hedidmewrongnot

you.

Keabetswe:Iwilltrybutam notmaking

promises.

Mapula:Ohlordyouhavethespiritof



myfatherandifam rightitwon’teverbe

easyforyoutoforgiveyourfather.

Keabetswe:Thatwon’tbeaproblem

either.

-ThabisoWhathaveyoudonetoour

daughter?Nowtheonepersonwho

idolizedyouseesyouassomethingelse.

FixyourrelationshipwithherbecauseI

don’twanttohaveavindictivechild.

Like,commentandshare
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BaKoenakingdom

Twomonthslater (notedited)

ThabisoandMapulahaven’tfixedthings

yet,shewasnow9fullmonthspregnant

andtheseconddayinlaborbutthe

princerefusedtocometotheworld.The

queenmotheraswellaseveryoneinthe

palacewereworriedsickabouther,asa



resulttheycalledthepalacedoctorto

examineherandshecameanddidjust

that.Butshesawnothingwrongwith

heronlythefacttheshewasindeedin

laborandthebabywasnotinanysortof

dangeroranythinglikethat.Justdidn’t

wanttocomeout.Everyonewasupand

downnotknowingwhattodoreally,they

keptoncheckinguponherbutKwezi

neverleftherside.Thequeenmother

cameinandshesawsleepingbecause

thepainshavesubsidedforawhile.

Mabotle:Howisshedoing?

Kwezi:TheSameMother,shekeeps

driftinginandoutofsleep.She’sinpain

butIdon’tunderstandwhythebabyisn’t

coming.



Mabotle:Ialsodonotunderstand,

rememberKeabetswewasborninthe

riverofhowIdon’tknow,maybethis

babytoowantsthesamething.

Kwezi:Thatcouldbeitmotherbutifso

whywasn’tshetoldlikeshewaswith

Keabetswe?

Mabotle:ThatIdon’tknow,someone

needstosummonNgwedihere.

Kwezi:IthinkKeabetswecandothat

sincehermotherisnostatetodoso

herself.

Mabotle:Letmegogether,maybeshe

willbeableto.(thequeenmotherleft

goingtoKeabetswe’sroom andfound

hersittingonherbedplaying)



Mabotle:Myprincess

Keabetswe:NKgono(grandma)

-[]Mabotle:Comewithmemyprincess

Ineedyou.

Keabetswe:IalreadycalledNgwedi

grandmaandshewillbehereand

minutenow.

Mabotle:Howdidyou...nevermind,

thankyoumyprincess.

Keabetswe:It’sapleasuregrandmaand

mommywillbeokaydon’tlookso

worried.

Mabotle:WellThankyoumyprincess

forthesupport.

Keabetswe:Youwelcomegrandma(the



queenmotherleftgoingbackto

Mapula’sroom andwhenshegotthere

Ngwediwastheresittingnexttoher)

Mabotle:NgwediWhendidyougethere?

Ngwedi:Justknowqueenmotherthe

princesssummonedme.

Kwezi:Canyouhelpwiththisoratleast

telluswhattodo?

Ngwedi:Thekingrefusestobeborn

here,hewantstobeborninhiskingdom.

Mabotle:Idon’tunderstandNgwedi

whatareyoutalkingabout?

Kwezi:Hayinam am alsolost

Ngwedi:TheQueeniscarryingthefuture

kingofBaTloungandheandthegodsof



BaTloungrefuseforhim tobebornhere.

Theywanthim tobeborninhissoil,his

landandhiskingdom orthequeenwill

nevergivebirth.

Kwezi:Yhooo!(sheclappedherhands)

Mabotle:Modimowakgotso!(lord

Jesus!)soyoumeanyouhavetotake

hertoBaTloungforhertogivebirth?

Ngwedi:That’swhatthegodswantmy

queen

Mapula:Thentakemetheremother

becauseam tiredanddrained,letus

givethegodswhattheywant.

Mabotle:Ohmybabyyouareawake!

OkaythenifyousaysoIwillgoaskyour

brothertogetthecarready.Kwezi



pleasehelphergetcleanedup.

Kwezi:YesMother(thequeenmother

leftandwentdownstairswherehemet

TokeloandLebosittinginthelounge

lostinthoughts)

Mabotle:TokeloandLebo

Them:Mah

Mabotle:Getthecarreadywearegoing

toBaTloung

Lebo:Whatarewedoingthere?

Mabotle:Thegodswanttheirkingtobe

borninhiskingdom sothatiswherewe

aretakingyoursister.

Tokelo:Thegodssureknowhowto

humbleus,nowtheywantustoand



facethatmoronandhisplasticwife.

Mabotle:Thisisnotaboutthemoron

andplasticwifeasyoucallthem,thisis

aboutmydadandgrandson.Nowgetup

andgetthecarready.

Tokelo:Yesmother(theyguyswentout

whilethequeensatonthecouch

waitingforNgwedi,MapulaandKwezi

tocomedown.Sheheardscreamsand

sheknewthatthecontractionswere

backandgoinghardather.Shewantso

badlytotakethepainforherbutitwas

notpossible.Theyfinallycamedown

stairswithherscreamingandsweating)

KweziandNgwedihelpedheruntilshe

reachedthelaststepwhenLebocame

inandsawherstruggling,hewentto



them andpickedherupandwentout

whiletheothersfollowed.Heput

Mapulainthecarandthequeenmother

gotinwithherthenLebotookthe

driversseatanddroveoffwhileTokelo,

KweziandNgwedifollowedbehindin

thesecondcar.Allroadswereleadingto

BaTloungandthedrivewasasilentone.

BaTloungkingdom:

Thingsinthekingdom weresobadthat

thepeoplestartedfetchingwaterfrom

theriver.Somethingtheyneverhadto

dobefore,tomakemattersworsethe

riverwasdryingoutbecausetherewas



norain.Thepeopleofthekingdom

haven’tseenraininBaTloungfor

monthsnowandthingsweregoingfrom

badtoworseinashortperiodoftime.

Sebokenghasjustlostyetanotherchild

inthepasttwodayandshelostthatone

at12weeks.Shewasnowashadowof

herselfbecauseatfirstshethoughtis

wasjustacoincidencesinceevery

womanexperiencesmiscarriageintheir

livesbutwiththisoneshewascareful.

Themomentshemissedherperiodand

didbloodtestandconfirmedpregnancy

shehasbeencareful.Eatingright,

avoidingstressandsleepingproperly.

Sheeventookherprenatalvitaminson

timebutagainlikethelasttime,there



werenopainsoranything.Shejust

wokeupfeelingwetlikeshepeedon

herselfasthatiswhatshethoughtat

firstbutwhensheremovedthecovers

andsawbloodshescreamedherlungs

outwakingupeveryoneinthepalace

includingThabisowhowassleeping

nexttoher.ShescreamedsoloudThea

disorientedThabisofelloffthebed

beforegettinghissensesandsawthe

bloodonthesheetsandher.Helooked

andherandsaid“youlostanotherone

yetagain.Suchincompetence”andhe

walkedoutleavinghismothertotendto

her.Hiswordscutdeepbecauseshe

toodidn’tknowthereasonforher

miscarriagesandthedoctorsaysheis



healthyandshouldbeabletocarryfull

term butitwasjustnothappening.

Thabisowasstandingatthebackin

whatusedtobeabeautifulgardenwith

beautifulflowersbutnowitwasjusta

dryplacewiththeflowerswitheringand

dying.Ashestoodtherehethoughtof

thedayofthehisfatherdiedwhenhis

wifedidn’tevenwashim totouchher

whileshecriedoutinpain.

-ifonlyIhadinsistedandfindoutwhat

theproblem waswithherthatday

maybejustmaybeIwouldn’tbehere

rightnow.Myfather’skingdom isfalling

apartandthepeoplearelookingatme

foranswersIdon’thave.IfonlyIhad



listenedtoFatherwhenhesaidImust

keeptheBaKoenabrothersclosefor

theywillhelpme.AtthetimeIdidn’tsee

howtheycouldhelpmebecauseIhad

everythingandmycompanywasdoing

well.Butnoweverythingisjustgoing

southandquickly.Fallingapartright

beforemyeyesandthereisnothingI

candoaboutit

Whilehewasstilldeepinhisthoughts

thechiefpriestcametohim and

touchedhisshoulder.Helookedathim

acknowledginghispresenceandkept

lookingatthemountainsliketheywill

givehim answers.

Chief:Myking,getthatwomantoright

herwrongssothatshecanbeableto



haveachildbutonethingIknowisthat

shewillnevercarryaroyalseed.

Thabiso:Ihavetriedtogethertotellme

whatshedidbutshedoesn’tseem to

evenknowwhatiscausingallthis.

Chief:Shemighthaveforgottenbutthe

woundsoftheoneshehurtarestill

fresh,shewillknownopeaceandwill

neverhaveachild.

Thabiso:Waitbeforeyousaidshewill

nevercarryaroyalseed,whatdoesthat

mean?

Chief:Itmeansthatthegodsdon’tsee

herworthytocarryaroyalseed.They

don’twantanythingconnectingthem to

herasshedidn’twantanything



connectedtothem.

Thabiso:Whatdoyoumeanshedidn’t

wantanythingconnectedtothem?

Chief:Whenshetookthelobolamoney

herselfandrefusedtobeintroducedto

thegodsofthispalaceshewasdenying

them andtheyalsodidthesame.

Thabiso:GodsofBaTloungwhatam I

goingtodo?(helookedupanddark

cloudswereformingfastandhe

couldn’tbelievehiseyesandhesaw

whatwashappening)

Thabiso:Chiefit’sgoingtorain!(he

saidexcitedandlookingupthesky)

Chief:Thatisjustpassingbecausethe

rainqueeniscloseby,comelet’sgo



Welcomethem home.

Thabiso:Areyousayingmyqueenis

cominghome?

Chief:Yesbutnotforyouam afraidmy

king(hewasdisappointedasthey

walkedtothefrontjustastheBaKoena

vehiclesstoppedatthegatetherain

startedfallinghard)thepeopleofthe

kingdom werealloutsideenjoyingthe

rainasithasbeenmonthssincethey

hadrain.Someeveningtookout

bucketstocatchthewaterfrom therain.

Thabisorantothegateashesawthe

cars,hedidn’tcarethathewasgetting

rainedonallhecaredaboutwashis

queen.

Thabiso:Guards!Openthegatesnow!



(heshoutedattheguardswhodidn’t

seetherewerecarsatthegateasthey

weretakingshelterinsidetheirroom by

thegate.Twoofthem wentoutrunning

toopenthegateandthecarsdrovein.

Thabisoandthechiefpriestwere

runningbehindthem likekidsintherural

areaswhohardlyseecarsandwhen

theydotheywouldrunafterthem

shoutingandcheeringbehinditandit

drivesoff.Theygottothecarsasthe

brotherskilledtheengines.Lebogotout

ofthefirstcarandTokeloonthesecond

car.Theystoodbythedoorslookingat

Thabisowhiletherainwasfallinghard.

Thabisogatheredthelittlestrengthhe

hasandwalkedtowardsthem.



Thabiso:Brothers!Greetings

Tokelo:Wedidn’tcomeherefor

pleasantries!Nowshowustheroyal

nursinghutnow!

Thabiso:Idon’tknowwhereitisbutI

cangoandaskthequeenmother.

Lebo:Andyoustillhere!(Thabisosaw

thatthiswasnotimetoplayaroundas

herantothepalaceandthequeen

motherwasopeningthedoortoseeif

it’srainingforreal)

Thabiso:Mothertheywanttheroyal

nursinghutandam notsurewhichone

itis.

Queen:Areyoutellingmethatthequeen

ofthislandcametogivebirthinthis



kingdom?

Thabiso:Idon’tknowmotherbutit

lookslikeit.

Queen:haaaalaaaayeeeheeeeblessed

isthesoilofBaTloungthankthegodsof

BaTloungkechoholonaBaTloung,

dipedikgatlatloponnjapokojwe,thole

diphofolo.Namanedinyamatsana,Lona

lesaloinglelehaeLeloyanglelenaheng!

(thequeenstartedhullulilatingand

recitingtheclannamesofBaTloung

godsdancingaroundtheloung.The

noisebroughtSebokengdownstairs.

Sebokeng:Whatisgoingonhere?

Queen:Thequeenofthislandhascome

togivebirthinthiskingdom (shesaid



andwentoutfollowedbyThabisoand

Sebokengstoodatthedoorwatching.

Themomentthequeenmothergotto

thecarswiththebrothersstanding

outsidegettingrainedonlikeloyalbody

guards.ThequeenmotherMabotlegot

outofthecar.

Mabotle:Myqueenweneedthehutnow

thebabyiscoming.(thequeendidn’t

wastetimeandyelledatthetopofher

voiceforthemaidenswhocame

runningandshebarkedordersasthem

tellingtobringwarm waterandtowels

andtakethem thetheroyalnursinghut.

Theyrangoingtodoastold.Thechief

priestontheothersidewasburning

Africanincensemovingaroundthe



placewithitstillburningbesidesbeing

rainedonwhichmeantthegodswere

happy.

Queen:Let’stakeherinmyqueenthe

hutisalwaysIjustneededonlythose

thingsandtheywillbehereanymoment

now.

Mabotle:Youright(sheopenedthe

doorforMapulaandNgwediandKwezi

werealreadyontheirside.Mapula

steppedoutofthecarandThabisosaw

herstrugglingtostandandrushedto

hersidebutthebrothersblockedhim.

Helookedatthem withpleadingeyes

buttheydidn’tbudge.Mapulamoves

awayfrom thecarwiththelittlestrength

thatshehadandaskedforKweziand



Ngweditoleaveher.Shewentand

stoodinthemiddleofthepalace

groundsandheldherhandup.Assoon

asshedidthatthunderrumbledwitha

loudnoisesfollowedbutlightningthat

wasbusyplayingandhittingrightin

frontofher.Sebokengwatchedthis

witchcraftwithherhandcoveringher

mouthinshock.Shehasneverseen

witchesbeforebutshebelievedshehad

seenonetoday.Mapulaloweredher

handsandthelightingstoppedbutthe

rainfellharder,WhatamazedSebokeng

wasthefactalltheotherpeoplewere

drippingwetyetshewasdrylikeshe

wasnotstandingintherain.Mapula

signaledforNgwediandKweziand



comehelpherasshecouldn’tmove

anymore.Herlegswereweakandshe

couldfeeltheheavinessbetweenher

legsandthecontractionhitharder.

Thabisowascryingwatchingherbutno

onecouldseehistearsthankstothe

rain.Hewentclosertoherashesaw

thatshecouldn’twalkandjustashe

wasabouttotouchherinspeedof

lightningTokelowasnexttohim

pushinghim asideandpickinguphis

sister.Thabiso’sheartsankandhis

mothersawthatandshewasalsohurt

eventhoughsheknewthathedeserved

itbutstillseeinghim likethatbrokeher

asamother.

Tokelo:LeadThewaymyqueen



Queen:Thisway(thequeenmother

wenttothehutfollowedbyTokelowho

wascarryingMapula,Mabotle,Ngwedi,

KweziandLebo.Thabisowasbehind

Lebo.Theygottothehutandthepeople

whowereallowedinwereMabotlethe

queenofcourseandNgwedi.Tokelo

andLebostoodoutsidethehutblocking

thedoor.Themaidenscametothem.

Maiden:Mykingsandchiefandyou

mothercancomeinandhaveashower

andachangeofclothes.

Kwezi:Mythanksdear

Tokelo:Wearealrightdearmaidentake

themothertogetchanged.

Maiden:Alrightmyking,motherthisway



(aKwezifollowedbehind,nowthe

chiefswifeiscalledmotherwhilethe

kingswifeiscalledthequeen)Mapula’s

creamsweredrivingThabisocrazyand

hewascryingbutthankGodfortherain

noonesawit.

Thabiso:Am sorryforallthatIhave

done,Iaskthatyoufinditinyourhearts

togivemeanotherchancewithyour

sister,IswearInevermistreatherthe

wayIdideveragain.(thebrotherswere

likestatuestheydidn’tsayanythingor

evenmadeanymovement)

Thabiso:PleaseIbegofyoutosay

somethingatleast,anythingwouldbe

betterthanthisplease

Sebokeng:Youbusybeggingthe



witchesbrothersandevenallowedher

tocomeandgivebirthherewhenIhave

justlostmybabytwodaysago?How

insensitivecanyoupeoplebe?

Thabiso:SHUTUPSEBOKENG!SHUT

THEHELLUP!

Sebokeng:Youcanshouldallyoulike

butam tellingthetruth!Didyousee

whatshewasdoingrightinthispalace?

Sheliterallyperformedwitchcraftright

beforeyoureyesandyoustillwanther?

(Lebocouldholdhislaughteranymore)

Lebo:ahahaohno!Ahahahatheplastic

shouldhavebeenNtsika‘swifenot

yours.Doesn’tsheknowoftherain

queenandwhatshecando?Noman

youmorestupidthanIthought!



Thabiso:Sebokengleavemysight

beforeIdosomethingIwillregret!(just

asSebokengwasabouttoanswerthe

baby’scriesfilledthehutandcouldbe

heardfrom outsideandeveryone

outsideremainedsilent.Thebabycried

harderwithhiscriespiecingthrough

theirearsandthechiefpriestcame

runningjustasThabisoturnedintoabig

cheetahscaringSebokenginthe

process.

Lebo:Therewegoagainwiththeshow

offoftheanimalayi(justthenthechief

priestbowedrightbeforethedoorand

Thabisofollowedsuitandoutof

nowheremanycheetahsandelephants

appearedcomingtheirwaySebokeng



tookonelookatthem andfaintedas

shehasneverseensuch.But

unfortunatelyforhernoonewasthere

tocatchherorevencaredthatshe

fainted.TheanimalsgobehindThabiso

andthechiefpriestandbowedaswell.

Tokelo:Hereallyistheking

Lebo:Yesandthisconfirmsit!

Tokelo:WhataluckybustardThabisois

Butdoesn’tevenseeit.

Lebo:ThatfoolneedsJesushimselfto

openhiseyes.

Tokelo:Yeah,theydon’texpectusto

bowright?(Lebothoughtforasecond)

Lebo:Nah!Theydidenoughandbesides

thebabystoppedcryingnow(Justthen



thequeencameoutholdingthenaked

babyupandtheanimalswentcrazy.It’s

liketheywereincompetitionwiththe

roaringandgroaningmakinganimal

soundswiththeirheadsbowed.Therain

wasdoingwondersasitrainedeven

harder)

Queen:It’saboy!PrinceLehasaMoloiof

BaTloungkingdom!(sheyelledexcited

theturnedandwalkedbackintothehut)

Thecheetahsandelephantsleftand

ThabisoturnedbackandsawSebokeng

onthefloorandheclickedhistongue

andlookedatthebrothers.

Thabiso:MayIpleaseseemyson?

Tokelo:Wakeyourwifeupandaskher



toshowyouyourson.

Thabiso:Please!YouknowIhaveno

childwithher.

Lebo:Hasshenolostthem youwould

havetwowithherright?

Thabiso:YesBut...

Tokelo:Butnothing!(hesaidthatin

betweenhisteethandThabisoknew

thathewasangry)mysisterisnotyour

doormatdoyouhearme?

Thabiso:Iknowshe’smorethanthat

Lebo:Youwillnotseeheroryourson,

themoment10dayspasswearetaking

herhomebutuntilthenwewillbebody

guardsoutsideherdoormakingsure

youdon’tevencatchagimpsofthem.



Thabiso:PleaseIbegofyou(Sebokeng

wokeup)

Sebokeng:OhmyGodwhathappenedto

me?(noonepayedattentiontoher)The

queenscameout.

Mabotle:Greetingsthebabyisfineand

soitthemother(shesaidwithasmile)

Queen:Yesmygrandsoniswarrior(that

hithomewithThabisoasheusedtocall

hisdaughterthatandevenlethertrain

withthewarriors.Hewonderedhow

she’sdoingwiththat)

Thabiso:MayIpleaseseethem (the

twoqueenslookedatthebrothersthen

eachother)

Tokelo:WhatdidIjustsaytoyou?



Thabiso:PleasemanjustthisoneIbeg

ofyou

Sebokeng:Am goingin(beforeanyone

couldanswershehadalreadypushed

through)shestoodtherewatching

Mapulabreastfeedingandherheart

broke,tearsmadetheirwaytoher

cheeksandshecouldn’tcontrolthem.

Thabisowasrightbehindherbut

couldn’tseethechildsincehewas

covered.

Mapula:Goandapologiestotheold

womanyoucalledfatanddisgusting.

Sebokeng:Whatwomanareyoutalking

about?

Mapula:Theoneyouinsultedthedayof



thekingsfuneralwhenyouinsistedthat

Iservedyoufood.

Thabiso:Youdidwhat?...youaskedmy

wifetoserveyou?Whothehelldoyou

thinkyouare?

Mapulapusheshim ofthehighhorsehe

wasin.

Mapula:Don’tactThabiso,youknow

exactlywhosheisandyounowher

betterthenanyofusineveryaspect.

Nowyou(toSebokengwhileThabiso

remainslikeawetdog)youinsultedthe

oldwomanandcalledhernames

withoutanyreason.Rememberthe

cursesheplaceduponyou?(Sebokeng

shookherhead)we’llletmeremindyou.

Shesaidyoushallknownopeacein



yourlifeandyourwombwillbeasrotten

asyourmouth.

Queen:Yhoosothereasonyouhave

beenlosingchildrenisbecauseyou

insultedaninnocentoldwoman?

Sebokeng:Ididn’tmeantoandshe

shouldknowthat

Queen:Wellmydearifyouwantthings

togowellinyourlifeyouwillgofindher

andapologize.

Sebokeng:Iwillnotapologizetothat

stinkingoldwomanwhowilllookdown

onmewhenIstooptoherlevel.

Mapula.Wellthenyouhavemadeyour

bednowlayonit.PleaseleaveIneed

somerest(Mabotleescortedeveryone



outbutThabisodidn’twanttoleavebut

Tokelopulledhim bythebackofhim

clothingandpulledhim outwhileLebo

closedthedoor.Thabisolookedatthem

wentawaygoingtohisfather’sgrave.

Hewasshutteredandtearswere

flowingfreelyhegotthereandkneeled.

-Father!Fatherpleaseam sorry!Please

helpmeforIam lost!(hecried)FatherI

am afatheragain!Ihaveaprinceand

heirtothisthronebutIcouldn’tevensee

him!FatherIwasafoolandIseethat

now!Pleasedon’tletthem punishmeby

notlettingmeseemyson!Am sorryI

didyou,thiskingdom andmywife

wrongandIapologize!Pleasehave

mercyondeargodsofBaTloung!Today



evenwhenyoubowedwithmewhenthe

princewasbornIcouldn’tconnectwith

you!It’slikeyouturnedyourbackson

me!IfsoIunderstandbutpleasehelp

memakethingsright!Please(hecried

sohardandpainfullyontopofhis

father’sgrave.Whiletheraindidits

thingontheothersidewithoutstopping)
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BaTloungkingdom (itsshortbutthat

isallIhavetimefor)

It’sexactly11dayssincetheprinceand

futurekingofBaTloungwasborn.

IndeedtheBaKoenabrotherneverleft

theirsistersdoor,theytookturnsin

guardingthedoorclaimingtheydon’t

wantanyonestressingherwhileshehas

ababytotakecareof.Thabisonever

sawthebaby,theonlythinghe

comfortedhimselfwithwassneaking

outandsitbythewindowoftheguest

room wherehiswifewasandlisten

whenthebaby’scriesandhiswife

hushinghim.Hewouldsitthereallnight

andgobacktobedintheearlyhoursof



themorning.Heevenknowshisson’s

scheduleofwakingupandwhenhe

sleeps.Ithasbeenrainingsincethe

queenarrivedbutluckyforhim there

wasabitofshadecoveringtheplace

wherehesatatnightnexttothewater

tank.TodaytheBaKoenaroyalswere

goinghomewiththeprincebuthiswife

askedtotalktohim beforesheleaves.

Hewokeupearlyastiredashewasand

tookabath,hecamebacktotheroom

andSebokengwasupandlookingat

him ashegotdressed.

Sebokeng:Am sohappythatthewitch

andherbastardsonareleavingthis

palace.

Thabiso:It’sfunnyyousaythatbecause



thewitchandthebastardsonyou

talkingaboutbelonghere.Wheredoyou

belongandwhenareyouleaving?

Sebokeng:Am yourwifeandIbelong

here.

Thabiso:That’swhereyoumistakedear

Sebokeng,youareyourownwifeandI

justpaidyoutostayhereinfactone

wouldsayIgaveyougirlfriend

allowancethatmadeyoustayhereto

milkmeformore.

Sebokeng:Ihaveeveryrighttobehere

Becauseyouchosemeoverher.

Thabiso:Keeptellingyourselfthat

maybeyouwillendupbelievingit.

Sebokeng:Don’tthinkIhaven’tnoticed



thatyouhaven’tbeensleepinghereever

sinceshegothere.

Thabiso:Yourpointbeing?

Sebokeng:Am justtellingyouthatI

know

Thabiso:Andam tellingyouthatIwasn’t

hidingitfrom you.

Sebokeng:Yousoinsensitive,firstyou

bringthatwomanherejusttwodays

afterIlostourbaby.Thenyoulether

stayhereformorethanaweekontopof

thatyousneakoutatnighttoGod

knowswherethencomebackfreezing

coldandtakingbathsintheearlyhours

tothemorning.Ihavenoticedallofthat

andIdon’tlikeit.Ithastostopand



somethingisgottogiveinthis

relationship.

Thabiso:Whataspeechyouprepared

there,Ifonlyitwasmywifetellingmeall

thisthenmaybeIwouldhavelistened.

NowifyouwillexcitemeIhavetomeet

withmywife.

Sebokeng:Younotgoinganywhereuntil

wefinishtalking(shestoodbythedoor

blockingit.Thabisochuckled)

Thabiso:MoveoutofmywaySebokeng

Sebokeng:Notuntilyousitdownandlet

ustalklikehusbandandwifeshould.

Thabiso:That’sexactlywhatam going

todowithmywifenotyou.

Sebokeng:Wellam notmovinghere



andyounotgoinganywhere(Thabiso

wentclosetoherandputhishandson

hershouldersandpulledhertohim then

turnedheraroundandpushedheronto

thebedthenlookedatherandthe

shockinherfacecouldn’tbemissed.

Thabisowentoutandleftherthere)he

wentdownstairsandintothedining

room whereeveryonewasabouttoeat

breakfastbutMapulawasnotthere.He

greetedandtookhisseat,Tokelowas

alsonotthereonlyLebowasandhe

figuredthathemustbeguardinghis

sistersdoorlikethetrustedbodyguard

hewas.

Queen:BeforewestarteatingIwould

liketosaysomething.



Mabotle:Goaheadmyqueen.

Queen:Mythanks,FirstlyIknowthe

situationinthispalaceisnotidealbut

nonethelessIwouldliketothankthe

godofbothkingdomsforallowingthe

princetobebornathome.Myhusband

mustbetrilledwhereverheis.Secondly

Iwouldliketoapologizeformyson’s

behaviorandeverythingthathas

happenedthatresultedtothissituation.

Iknowam nottherightpersontothank

youandapologizebutam doingit

anywayonbehalfofthekingdom and

myself.Wehaven’tseenraininthis

kingdom inmonthsbutsincetherain

queenarrivedinthiskingdom ithas

beenrainingeversinceandforthatI



thankyou.

Mabotle:Myqueenweareadultshere

andsothatmeansIwillnotlieorsugar

coatthings.Wedidn’twanttobehere

andifitwasn’tforthegodsdemanding

thattheprincebebornherewewouldn’t

havecome.Thesituationhereisnoneof

ourbusinessandIknowthatyoudon’t

likethefactthatyoursonhasn’tseen

hissontillnowandhewon’tseehim

anduntilhedoesrightbymydaughter,

meandmyfamily.

Queen:EvensomyqueenIthankyou

andam gladyouatleastallowedmeto

seehim.WhatThabisoruinedThabiso

willfix.Nowlet’seatbeforethefoodget

cold)theystartedeatinginsilencebut



Thabisowasonlythinkingaboutthetalk

hewillhavewithhiswifeandhoping

thatshewilllethim seethebaby)after

theyfinishedeatingKweziwentupand

theothersmovedtotheloungejust

havinglightconversation.Kwezicame

downwiththebagsandTokelowas

behindherwiththebaby.Helookedat

him expectantlybuttheypassedthem

andwentoutsidetothecar.Mabotle

alsostoodupandfollowedsuitfollowed

bythequeenandLebo.Heremained

sittingalonewithtearsfalling.Moments

laterhismothercamein.

Queen:Ihateseeingyoulikethisbut

youdidallthisandnowit’stimetofixit.

Ihopewhathappenedherehasfinally



openedyoureyes.(shelefthim there

sniffing)

Mapulacamedownstairsandsat

oppositehim andlookedathim.He

lookedupatherandtheireyeslocked

andtheylookedateachotherwithout

sayinganythingjusttearflowingdown

hischeeks.Theeyesofhiswifemadeit

worseashethoughthemightbethe

reasontheyarelikethatnow.

Thabiso:Am sorrymyloveam really

sorryI....(shecuthim short)

Mapula:ThatisnotwhatIwantto

talkingabout.

Thabiso:OkaythenyoucantalkIwill



listen.

Mapula:Ifoundoutafewmonthsback

thatIam notthequeenofBaKoena

and..(hecuthershort)

Thabiso:Ofcourseyounotthequeenof

BaKoenabutthequeenofBaTloung.

Mapula:Wouldyouletmefinish?

Thabiso:Am sorrypleasegoon

Mapula:AsIwassaying,thegodstold

methatthekingdom ofBaKoena

belongstoTokeloandhisqueenyour

sister.TheysaidthatIdon’tbelongto

onekingdom buttomanyandsodoyou.

Theywantustogoarounddifferent

kingdomsandhelpthem inwhatever

theyneedastheirkingandqueen.



Thabiso:Ifwebelongtoallkingdoms

whatwillhappentominebecauseI

don’thaveanyoneelsetotakeover

whileam gone.

Mapula:Youdo,Lehasaistobekingin

yourplaceattheageof15.Thecrownis

notyoursbuthisandyouarejust

keepingitforhim untilhecomesofage.

Thabiso:Iam honoredandproudbutno

sonofminewillbekingatthatage!

Whenwillhegettobeachildandaboy

likeothers.Whenwillheenjoyhisyouth

ifhewillhavetheresponsibilityofthe

wholekingdom inhisshoulders?

Mapula:TakeThatupwiththegodsam

justtellingyouwhattheysaid.Thatis

notall,Iwastoldthatyouareweak



becauseyouonlyacceptedyourgodsas

yourownandnotthoseofBaKoena.I

wastoldthatyouhavetoacceptthe

godsofBaKoenaasyoursaswellasour

unionwasblessedandcreatedbythem.

Theysaiduntilyouacceptthatyoudon’t

onlyhavethegodsofyourpeoplethen

thingsareyettohappen.Theysaidthat

youneedtoacknowledgethegodsof

BaKoenaaswellasyouarenotonlyking

ofallkingdomsbutthatofthegodsof

BaKoenaandBaTloung.

Thabiso:Ifourunionisthisblessedthen

whyaretheynotlisteningtomycries.

Whydotheyletmytearsfallindry

ground?

Mapula:Becauseyouletthetearsofthe



rainqueenandyourhalffallfornovalid

reason.Youcausedherhearttoturn

blackandhereyestolooklikethoseof

awitch.Youseetheredinmyeyes?

Thabiso:YesIdo

Mapula:Itmeansmoreroyalbloodwill

spillinthispalaceaslongasthatwifeof

yoursremainsstubbornandyouwillnot

letherleavebecausethedevilismaking

herappealingtoyouandifyoudon’tdo

whatyouaresupposedtodothingsare

stillgoingtogetworse.

Thabiso:IhearyouandIwilldowhat

hastobedone.Butcanyoupleaseletit

rainsomemorewhenyouleave.

Mapula:Therainisnotmydoingbut



thatofthegods,thatistheirwayof

welcomingtheprinceandkingofthis

kingdom home.

Thabiso:Willhehavepowersaswell?

Mapula:Youwilljusthavetofindthat

outyourself.

Thabiso:MayIpleaseseehim?Just

once,Ibegofyou.

Mapula:Notwhileyoustillsleepingwith

thedevilsadvocateinthesamebed.I

willtakemyleavenow.

Thabiso:Pleasedon’tleavenow,Istill

havemoretotalkaboutwithyou.

Mapula:Andam donetalking.(she

stoodupandlefthim sittingtheretrying

toprocesswhathehasbeentold)



-GodsofBaTloung,Iunderstandthat

youwanttheprinceasthekingherebut

whatofhischildhood,whatofhis

friendsandthingsthatboysgetuptoif

heistohavesucharesponsibilityat

suchayoungage.Iam notgoing

againstyoubutIaskthatyoureconsider,

atleastlethim takeoverwhenhis20

yearsold.GodsofBaKoenaIdon’tknow

whattodotoacceptyouasmyown.In

thisregardam moreconfusedthanever.

Sebokeng:InallofthetimeIhavebeen

hereIhaveneverseenyoulookatme

thewayyoulookedather.(shesaid

cominginanddisturbingThabisofrom

histhoughts)

Thabiso:She’sMywife,howelseam I



supposedtolookather?

Sebokeng:TheSamewayyoulookedat

hernotsolongago.Youloveherand

thereisnodenyingit,youreyessayitall,

thewayyourespectherandtalktoher.

Thewayyoulistenwhenshespeaks.

YouloveherandthatisthekindofloveI

wouldliketogetfrom you.Imightdo

thingsdifferentlybutam alsoyourwife

andIdeservetobelovedthesameway

youloveher.

Thabiso:OnthatIagreewithyou,Ilove

mywifesomuchthatwhenIthinkofthe

thingsIhavedonetoherIdon’teven

knowwheretobeginapologizingtoher.

Andyesyoudeservetobelovedbutnot

byme,Ibelongtoanother.Lookoutside



therainstoppedthemomenttheyleft

thiskingdom meaningtheblessingsleft

withthem.Yesyoudothingsdifferently

alotandtosomeonerightyouwillget

theloveyoudesire.

Sebokeng:Idon’twantanyoneelse’s

lovebutyours(Thabisolookedather

andshookhishead)

Thabiso:Ican’tgiveyouthatam sorry

(Lucifersawthathisplanwas

crumblingandhewentoverto

Sebokengandtouchedherheadand

shefeltitabitbutignoredit)Thabiso

turnedandlookedatherandsawthe

sadnessinhereyes.Hewenttoherand

pulledhertohisarmsandembracedher.

Thabiso:Letisgotoourroom andrest,I



needitbecauseIhaven’tbeensleeping.

Doyouhavetobeatworktodayordo

youwanttostayinwithme.

Sebokeng:TheywillunderstandifIdon’t

gointoday.(shesaidwithasmile)

Thabiso:Thankyoumylove.

Hepickedherupandwentupstairswith

herinhisarmsandintotheirchamber.
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Insert95

BaTloungkingdom

4monthslater

ThingsatBaTlounghavegonefrom bad

toworsenow,thereisnocleanwaterfor

peopletodrinkbecausetheriverisalso

dryingup.Asaresultthewaternowis

reddishalmostorangewiththesoilthat

ismixedwiththelittlewaterthat

remainsthere.Thefarmshavelong

beenabandonedandthefarmersof

BaTloungarenowworkinginfarms

form neighboringkingdoms.Thabiso



haslostalotofalliancesandthat

affectedhiskingdom negatively.He

usedsomeofthefundsfrom his

companytoassistbuthestoppedwhen

hesawthatitwillalsoaffecthis

businessaswellinthelongrunandhis

financialadvisoragreedwithhim onthat.

Thedevilhasbeenworkinghardand

hasnowgainedsomewayintoThabiso.

It’snowworsethatheevenforgotabout

hisfamilyandisnowexcitedaboutthe

newonehisabouttohavewith

Sebokeng.Sheisnow4months

pregnantandaccordingtothedoctors

sheiscarryingtwinsandtheyare

growingwell.Thabisoisoverthemood

withexcitementandisgivingSebokeng



theloveshealwayswantedfrom him,or

shallIsaythedevilthatisnowusingthe

bothofthem ismakinghim give

Sebokengloveandattention.His

motherhasbeenwatchingthisandhow

hedoesthings.Shedoesn’tlikeitone

bit,sheknowsthatsomethingiswrong

somewhereasaresultshedecidedto

goandseethechiefpriesttofindout

shecando.Asshedoesn’tlikewhatis

happeninginthekingdom andtoher

son.Shewenttothechiefpriestatthe

crackofdownastheybelievethatone

connectsbetterwiththeancestorsin

themorning.Shegottothehutandtook

offhershoesandwentin.Thechief

priestwasalreadyburningincenseand



it’ssmellfilledthesmallhut.

Chief:Youtooklongcomingheremy

queen.

Queen:Eyeofthegods,Ithought,infact

Iwassurethatmysonwillgethis

sensesbackaftertheprincewasborn

butthemomenttheyleftheforgotthey

evenexist.WhenIaskhim aboutthe

princehistellingmeabouthiswifethat

isgivingbirthin5months.

Chief:Blowonthesebonesmyqueen,

thisisnomatterformetotryandcatch

whatthegodsaretryingtosay.Solet’s

rathergettheanswersstraightfrom the

source.(thequeenblewonthesmall

sackandthechiefpriestshootitand

threwthebonesonthefloor)Thered



pokercoinlairsinthemiddleofthe

bones.

Chief:Thisisdifficultmyqueenbutlet’s

startwiththeredcoin,thismeansthat

moreroyalbloodwillbeshed.

Queen:Sothismeansthatthiswoman

willlosethesechildrentoo.

Chief:Yesmyqueensheknowswhatto

doforthistostop.Nowlet’smoveon,

youseethisblackbonethatisontopof

thewhiteone?

Queen:YesIseeiteyeofthegods.

Chief:TheWhitebonerepresentsthe

kingandtheblackbonerepresentsthe

dangerthatisblindinghim.It’sdoing

thisasawayofgainingsomesortof



controloverhim butitcanonlycontrol

histhoughtsandmanipulatehismind.

Queen:Thisisbad,sothereissomeevil

involvedinallthis.

Chief:Yesmyqueenandthekingwas

toldbyhiswifewhattodotoovercome

thisbutthedevilactedfastbeforehe

coulddoanythingmakinghim forgetit

whatsoever.

Queen:SoWhatisitthathehastodoto

getwell?

Chief:Hehastogotohiswife’shome

andaccepthergodsasoneofhisown.

Queen:Isthatall?

Chief:Thatisallmyqueen.



Queen:Thankyouwiseone,am taking

him nowbeforehegoesanddisappears

onme.

Thequeenleftthechiefpriesthutand

wentintothepalaceandcheckedonher

sonandsawthathewasstillsleeping.

Shewentdownstairstothekitchenand

toldhim tomakebreakfastforthem.

ThingsgotsobadatBaTloungthatthey

evenreducedthenumberofguardsand

maidensthatworkthereastheydidn’t

havethemoneytopaythem.Thequeen

satonthediningroom tabledrinkingher

teaandthinkingaboutthiswholething.

Shevowedthatshewillnotsitbackand

watchhersondestroyinghimself.



ThabisoandSebokengcamedownall

loveydoveywithThabisooccasionally

brushingSebokeng’snowvisibletummy

andshequeenshookherheadknowing

thatshewilllosethosetwinsinnotime.

Theysatonthetableaftergreeting.

Queen:Howdidyousleepmychildren?

Thabiso:Verywellmotherthankyoufor

asking,howisthequeenmotherofthis

landdoing?

Queen:Idon’tfeelwellandIwouldlike

tospendalittletimewithmyson.

Sebokeng:Motherareyousick?

Queen:Ifeelfinethoughbutsomething

isnotrightandIdon’twantwhat

happenedtoyourfathertohappento



meandleavewithoutspendingtime

withyouandyoursister.

Thabiso:Whatdoyoumeanmysister?I

don’thaveasister.

Queen:Pleaseaccompanymetogovisit

thatgirlandspendtimewithmetoday

thatisifmydaughterisokaywiththat.

Sebokeng:Motheram morethanokay

withthat.Iwouldn’twantmyhusbandto

beguiltstrickenwhenyouleavethis

worldwithoutspendingtimewithyou.

Thabiso:Thankyoubabe,motherwe

canspendthewholedaytogetherokay.

Queen:Am gladsonandIwouldliketo

leaveafterbreakfast.

Thabiso:Thatwillbefine,babewhatare



youdoingtodoalldaybyyourself?

Sebokeng:SinceIstoppedworkingat

thehospitalIwasthinkingofvisiting

Dorah,Imissher.

Thabiso:OkaythenIwillseeyouwhenI

comeback,Motheram readywhenyou

are.

Queen:Alrightlet’sgo.

ThequeenandThabisoleftthepalace,

thequeenwasdrivingbecauseshe

didn’twantanymistakesthistime

around.Theroadwasleadingto

BaKoenaandonthewaythequeenwas

busyrecitingtheclannamesof

BaTloungaskingthegodstohelpher



throughthis.

Thabiso:Motherhowdoyoufeelabout

beingagrandmotherforthefirsttime

andtotwins.

Queen:OhIfeellikeam gettingoldmy

son,twinsatoncenomanyoupeople

aregoingtokillme.

Thabiso:Hahahdon’tmakemelaugh

Motherthegodsdecidedthissoam not

toblameforthis.

Queen:ohwellthegodsknowwhatthey

aredoing,whoarewedoobject.

Thabiso:Yourightmother.(asthetwo

enterBaKoenakingdom Thabisolooked

outthewindowadmiringthebeautyof

BaKoena)



Thabiso:MotherWhatkingdom isthis?

Queen:It’sBaKoenakingdom

Thabiso:It’sbeautifulanditlooksrich,

donyouthinkifIcomehereforan

alliancewillbeagoodidea?

Queen:Ohson!(thequeensaidwith

sadnessinhervoice)wealreadyhave

analliancewiththiskingdom andit’s

oneofthegoodones.

Thabiso:ButMotheryoushouldhave

toldmebecauseIwouldhavelong

comeheretoseekhelpformykingdom.

Queen:ThatiswhyIbroughtyouhere

today.

Thabiso:It’sgoingtobeagoodvisit

then.(thequeenkeptquietasshetook



theroadtothepalace)

BaKoenakingdom

Keabetswefeltthatdangerwascoming

towardsthepalaceanditwascoming

fast,shewentoutrunninggoingto

Arabang’snurseryandfoundhermother

there.

Keabetswe:Motherrangeriscoming

thiswayprotectArabangbecauseit’s

hereforhim.

Mapula:Iknowthatmyprincessthatis

whyam here.Canyoutakecareofthe

dangerordoyouwanttoprotect

ArabangwhileIgoandcheck?



Keabetswe:Iwilltakecareofitmother.

Mapula:That’smyprincess!Nowyou

havegrown.Goandsortthisoutand

shoutifyouneedme.

Keabetswe:ThankyouMother

(Keabetwewentoutandgottothegate

justasthequeenofBaTloungwas

parkingatthegatewithTokeloand

Lebolookingatthecarcontemplating

openingthegate)Tokelosawthe

princessandwenttoher.

Tokelo:Princesswhatareyoudoing

here?

Keabetswe:Icametosortoutthethreat,

inthatcarthedevillivesandisherefor

Arabang.



Tokelo:Thenmyprincessthedevilcan

tunebackandleavebecausenooneis

touchingmyson.

Keabetswe:PleaseletmehandleitbutI

willneedyourhelpuncleking.

Tokelo:Am rightheremyprincess.

TheywenttowhereLebowasandthey

wenttothegate.

Lebo:Greetingsmyqueen

Queen:GreetingsChief,MayIplease

comein?

Keabetswe:Youcancomeingrandma

buthestaysbehindwearegoingwith

him.

Thabiso:MotherWhoisthislittlegirl?



ShelookslikesomeoneIknowbutI

don’tknowfrom where.

Lebo:MorenaModimoThabiso

osatlanyajwale?Heheh(LordJesus

Thabisoisgoingcrazynow?)

Queen:Pleaseletmegoinandtakemy

sonandsortthisout.Am donenow.

Keabetswe:Don’tworryyouwillbefine

innotime.

Thabiso:WheredoIknowyoufrom?

Andwhydon’tyouletmein?

Keabetswe:Youwillbetheanswersto

thatsoon.

Tokelo:Ntsikaneedstohearaboutthis

Lebo:Youstilltalkingwhenam making



avideoasevidenceofallthis.

Tokelo:Goodthinkingnowlet’sgoand

getthispigfixedup.

Lebo:Hahapigindeed!Whereto

princess?

Keabetswe:Riverandtelltheguardsto

bringasheep.(Tokelogavetheguards

theinstructionsandtheygotintothe

queenscarastheydidn’tevenwantto

openthegatetoletThabisoin.Thedevil

wasfightinghim togetinbutwith

Keabetsweandthebrothersitwashard

forhim togetthrough)Lebodrovethe

cartotheriverfollowedbytheguardsin

abackiewiththesheep.Theygottothe

riverandgotout.



Thabiso:Whatarewedoinghere?

Tokelo:Wecametoswim it’sour

traditionwhenwegetnewvisitorsinthe

palace(Lebowasinstitches)

Lebo:Swimmingtraditionformorons

likethisonehahahohGodthisisgoing

tobegood.

Thabiso:Whyisthisonesosilly?

Tokelo:Thisisthechiefofthiskingdom

anddon’tworryyouwillgetusedtohim,

hemeansnoharm byit.(hewasalso

holdinghislaughterbecausehekepton

wipingtearsoffhiseyesashedidn’t

wanttolaughoutloudinfrontofhim.

ButLebocouldn’tcarelesshewas

laughingatThabisomakingafoolof



himselfandtakingavideoofthewhole

thing)

Keabetswe:ComeLetsgoin

Thabiso:Littlegirltherearealligatorsin

thiswater,howcanyouaskmetogetin

there.Alsothesethingsarecoming

closetoussonoam notdoingit.

Keabetswe:Holdmyhandandtheywill

notdoanythingtoyou.

Thabiso:Idon’tknowwhyIam trusting

alittlegirlIdon’tevenknowwithmylife.

Lebo:Hahahnoman!Ohlanyastraight

mothoo(hisreallycrazythisguy)

ThabisotookKeabetswe’shandandshe



ledhim inthewaterandthedeeperthey

wenttomoreThabisogotbackhis

memory.Atfirstitwaslikesomevisions

butitbecameclearbytheminutewho

hewasandwhothelittleis.

Thabiso:Mylittlewarrior(hesaidina

whisper)

Keabetsweaskforpassageas

Thabiso’smemorywasslowlycoming

back,thewateropenedandtheywalked

inallthewaytothemysticalland.The

queenswerewaitingforthem andas

theyarrivedtheybowedtheirheadsat

him.

Them:Myking

Thabiso:Am guessingyouarethefallen.



Nyolodi:Goodtoknowyoucomingback

toyoursensesmyking.

Thabiso:Idon’tknowwhathappened

aftermyqueenleftthepalace.Theonly

thingIrememberisbeingherenowand

gettingintothewater.

Bahomi:Youwillbefinemyking,this

way.(sheledthewaytotheriverofthe

mermaidstocleansehim,while

Keabetsweremainedtalkingtoher

friendsthefishes)

BahomicleansedThabisoanddidall

thatwasnecessaryandtheycomeout

oftheriver.Letsatsithegiveroflife

touchhim headandsaid.

Letsatsi:Iam nowgivingyounewlife



myking.

Nyolodi:Gobackandslaughterthe

sheepandputitinthewatertofinish

thecleansingandwhenyouleavedon’t

turnbacktolookatitgostraight.

Thabiso:Iwillmyqueen(theywalked

backandThabisostoppedwhenhesaw

hisdaughterandlookedather.Hedidn’t

rememberthelasttimehespenttime

withherandthathurthim)

Bahomi:Shewillforgiveyouintimemy

kingandbringingyouhereisastepin

therightdirection.Nowgoandfinishthe

cleansing.

Thabiso:Mythanksmyqueen(Thabiso

tookhisdaughter’shandanditfeltright.



Theyleftthemysticallandandarrivedat

thesurface.HewenttoLebo)

Thabiso:LebodoyouhaveaknifeIcan

usedtoslaughterthesheep?

Lebo:HalelujahmetsiabaKoeana

ayaohekulahlebathong!(hallelujahthe

BaKoenawatercanheal!Hesaidand

havehim theknifeandheslaughtered

thesheetandputitinthewaterthen

Keabetswesaidtheyshouldgoandnot

lookback.Thabisowasamazedbythis

becausehedidn’ttellherwhatthe

queensaidbutshe’ssayingexactly

whatshesaid.Theyleftandwenttothe

palaceandtheguardsopenedthegate

forthem.)

Tokelo:Justbecauseyouarenow



cleanseditdoesn’tmeanyouarenow

forgiven,goandgetyourmotherand

leave.

Thabiso:What’swiththehostility?What

didIdotoyouguys?(theylookedat

eachotherandKeabetswewenttoher

fatherandpulledhishand)

Keabetswe:BenddownsothatIcan

reachyourhead(Thabisodidastold

andKeabetsweputherhandonhishead

andhesaweverythingthathedid,

visionswithdetailsofwhathappened

playedinhishandlikeitwashappening

now.Thiswentonforaboutanhourby

thistimehewasonhiskneescryingand

thinkingthatmaybejustmaybethisall

justabaddream andthathedidn’tlose



hisfamilyandmarriedSebokengwell

shemarriedherselfbutstill.Keabetswe

removedherhandfrom hisheadandleft

him there)

Thabiso:PleaseTellmeIdidn’ttothe

thingsIjustsawtomywifeandkids.

Lebo:Ohno!Youdidn’tdoanythingman,

thisisjustanightmarethatwillpassat

anymomentnow(hesaidwithsarcasm)

youdidallofityoufool!

Tokelo:Whatthehelldidyouthinkhuh?

Yousuchafool!(hewasnowgetting

angry)

Thabiso:Indeedam thebiggestfoolthat

everlived(hestoodupandwentinside

thepalaceandwhenhegottherethe



queenandMabotleweresittinginthe

loungewithprinceLehasainfrontof

them inhisseat.Thabisolookedathis

sonforthefirsttimeandsawareplica

ofhimself.Hekneeleddownandtook

hislittlehandinhisandLehasagiggled

showinghistoothlessmouth.Thabiso

wasnowcryinglikeababythinkofhow

muchhehasmissedoutoninhis

children’slives.

Thabiso:Motherpleaseletusgo,Ineed

togetmyhouseinorderanditcan’twait.

QueenMotherMabotleIwillnotsay

anythingtoyouuntilIdorightbyyou

andyourfamily.Motherpleaseletusgo.

(thequeenstoodupandThabiso

lookedsthisdoneonemoretimeand



hesmiledwithhistoothlesssmileand

hisheartmelted.Nowmorethaneverhe

wasdeterminedtorightthewrongshe

didanddotheacceptanceceremonyto

fullygetprotectiononbothofthegods.

Thabiso:Whatishisname?

-GodsofBaTloungandBaKoenawhat

kindofafatheram Iwhodoesn’teven

knowhissonsname.

Queen:Lehasa,hisnameisprince

LehasaofBaTloungkingdom andfuture

kingofourkingdom.

Thabiso:Welcomehomemyprinceand

Ipromisebythetimeyoutakeoverthe

kingdom willbebacktowhatitusedto

beorevenmore.Askthegodstogive



mestrengthtogetthroughthis.

Thabisoandhismotherleftwith

Mabotlewalkingthem out.Theygotinto

thecarbutthistimeThabisowasonthe

driversseatandheleftincontrolforthe

firsttimeinlikeforever.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungkingdom (excusetheerrors)

ThedrivetoBaTloungwasoneofthe

scariestthequeenhaseverexperienced.

Thabisowasdrivinglikeamaniaconthe

roadgettingtoBaTloung.Onthewayhe

lookedathisfatherskingdom andatear

escapedhiseyeandhewipeditwithhis

fistandcontinueddriving.Alongtheway

hesawyoungwomenofhiskingdom

carryingbucketsofwaterontheirheads

comingfrom riversfrom neighboring

kingdomsandsomewithfirewoodon

theirheadscomingfrom theforest.He

didn’tlikewhathesawatallbecausehis

father’speopleneversufferedlikethis

beforeuntilhetookover.Hewondered



whatwouldhavehappenedthatmade

him losesightofthingslikethis?Yeshe

wastoldthatthedevilwasplayinghim

butthatdidn’texplainwhyhelostso

muchbusinessforhiskingdom tobe

leftlikethis.Rainalsoplayedahuge

partintheproblem andthatwasallon

him.Hedisrespectedtherainqueenof

thegods,thequeenofallkingdomsand

themotherofhischildren.Thequeen

keptwipingsweatoffofherforehead

becauseshewasscaredandsweating

andThabisoseemedtobeobliviousto

thefact.HegottoBaTloungandhooted

andtheguardscameoutandopened

thegateforhim.Hedroveinandparked

thenwentinsideandwenttohisstudy



andmadeacall.Thepersonanswered

onthesecondring.

Convo:

Voice:Myking

Thabiso:Geteveryinvestorinourbest

booksforanurgentmeetingthatwillbe

heldnextweekMonday.

Voice:Notaproblem butdoIcallthe

BaKoenabrothersaswell?

Thabiso:Yesandpleasemakesurethey

come.

Voice:Whataboutthequeen?(Thabiso

thoughtforawhile)

Voice:Mykingareyoustillthere?



Thabiso:Am here,tryhertoobutifshe

refusespleasedon’tforcethings.

Voice:Verywellmyking,anythingelse?

Thabiso:Gettheaccounttogetthe

booksupdatedbecauseIwantareport

onhowwearedoingonallaspectsof

thebusiness.

Voice:Iwillpassonthemessagemy

king.

Thabiso:Mythanks.

HedroppedthecallandSebokengcame

inbrushinghertummyandthemoment

hesawherhisangerraised.Hecouldn’t

believeheforgothisfamilyforsomeone

whodidn’tevennoticehim inhigh



school.Someonewhoalwaystoldhim

straightupthattheonlythinghehad

goingforhim wasthefactthathewasa

princeandnothingmore.Shewasthe

kindofgirlwhowasabullytoeveryone,

wholookeddownonpeople,thekind

thatwillsayhurtfulthingstopeoplenot

hearingwhattheyfeelaboutit.He

wonderedhowthehelldidhenotsee

thiscomingandconcludedthathewas

indeedaweakman.

Sebokeng:Darling,wemissedyou(she

walkedovertohim tryingtokisshim but

hemovedaway)

Sebokeng:Whatisbotheringyoumy

love?

Thabiso:Oneam notyourlove,twoI



wantyououtofthispalacebefore

sunsetandthreegoandapologizeto

thatoldwomanyouoffendedsothat

onedayyoucanbeabletohavechildren

ofyourown.

Sebokeng:Oneyouaremyloveandwe

havebeenhappy,twoam notgoing

anywherebecauseofyourwifeandthe

queenofthiskingdom andthreeam not

apologizingtoanyonebecauseIam

alreadypregnantandcarryingaroyal

seed.

Thabiso:Noroyalseedwillevermature

inthewombofanemptywomanlike

you,thegodsofBaTloungdon’tknow

youandyounotmywifenorarethe

queenifthiskingdom.Thiskingdom



onlyhastwoqueensandthatismy

motherandMapulamywife.Soplease

leavewhileam stillaskingyounicely.

Sebokeng:Am notgoinganywherewith

aroyalseed.Am pregnantandmychild

deservestobeathishome.

Thabiso:IfhewasgoingtolivethenI

wouldwelcomehim withopenarmsbut

hewon’tandIknowthishurtsyoubutit

iswhatitis.

Sebokeng:Youwantourchildtodie?

Whatkindofafatherareyou?

Thabiso:Idon’twantanychildofmine

todiebutthegodshavespoken,until

youhumbleyourselfatthefeetofthe

oldwomanyouwillneverhavechildren.



AsofthekindoffatherIam,wellIused

tobeaverydamngoodoneuntilImet

you.Nowagainleave.(heleftherthere

andwenttofindamaiden)

Maiden:Mykingyoucalled

Thabiso:PackSebokengsbagsandask

theguardstoloadthem inthecarfor

her.

Maiden:Forhowlongareyouleavingfor

mykingsothatIknowhowmuchto

pack.

Thabiso:Packeverythingthatbelongs

toher(themaidenwaspuzzledbutshe

knewbetterthantoquestiontheking)

Maiden:Rightawaymyking(sheleft)



IntheloungeSebokengwasgoingonat

thequeendemandinganswerfrom her

whenThabisocameinandstoodbythe

doorwaylisteningtoher.

Sebokeng:Iaskedyouaquestion!What

didyoudotomyhusbandwhenyouleft

herenowthathewantsmeoutofhere?

Queen:Ididwhatanymotherwoulddo

andthatistoprotectmysonandthis

kingdom.

Sebokeng:Whydidyoufeeltheneedto

protecthim from hiswife?

Queen:Correction!Nothiswifebutthe

devilthatleavesinyouandyouarenot

andneverwillbehiswife.Nobodyeven

knowsyouashiswifeexceptforthe



peopleofthiskingdom.

Sebokeng:Youaresuchawitchhow

canyou...

Thabiso:ENOUGH!!(heroared)thatis

mymotheryouaretalkingtoandthe

queenmotherinthiskingdom.Nowtake

yourdisrespectfulselfoutofthispalace.

Sebokeng:Wheream Isupposedtogo?

Idon’thavemoneyandyouknowIleft

myjobforyou.

Thabiso:Youhaveparents,gotothem

becauseIknowthat’swhereyouwere

whenImetyou.

Sebokeng:Thisisnotover!(sheleft

goingupstairsandwasmetbythe

maidensandguardsdraggingherbags



andshefollowedthem shoutingbehind

them)

Sebokeng:Whothehellhaveyouthe

righttotouchmystuff?

Maiden:Thekingdid

Sebokeng:Takemythingsbacktomy

room rightthissecondofyouknow

what’sgoodforyou!

Maiden:Youhavemistreatedallofus

sinceyougotherebutnomore!We

don’treporttoyoubuttheroyalfamily

andiftheyaskustotakeyourthingsout

ofthepalacethatiswhatwearegoing

todountilwearetoldotherwise.Now

moveoutofthewayladyIhaveother

dutiestoattendto.



Sebokeng:What?Sotodayeventhehelp

gainedconfidencetotalktomeanyhow!

Wow!

Maiden:IfIwereyouIwouldfocuson

thebloodrunningbetweenmylegsand

notthewaythehelpspeakstoyou

(Sebokenglookedatherselfandindeed

bloodwasflowingdownherlegslikea

taphadbeenleftopen)

Sebokeng:Nonononotagainno!!!

PleaseGodno!!!NotagainpleaseIbeg

youplease!!!No!!!(sheletoutan

excruciatingcryasshedroptoher

kneesholdinghertummy.Thabisoand

thequeencameoutofthehouseand

lookedather)

Sebokeng:Thabisopleasesaveour



childplease!!!Pleasesavethisonefor

me!!!PleaseIbegyou!!!Ican’tlose

anotheronepleasehelpme!!!(shecried

lookingatThabisobegginghim tosave

theirchild.Hewashurtthathewas

losingachildbutthiswasnotimefor

him tobeweak.Heneededtobethe

kinghispeopleandthegodsof

BaTloungneeded.Sebokenghadtears

andsnotrunningdownhernosebutshe

didn’tcare.Shewasshutteredbywhat

washappeningtoherandtheworse

partwasthatitalwayshappenedthe

sameway.Nopainoranythingjustalot

ofblood.)

Thabiso:Maidenstakehertotheguest

room andhelphergetcleanedupso



thatshecanleave.

Maidens:Yesmyking,(themaidens

helpedheruptakinghertotheguest

room andSebokenghasnoenergyto

fightorsayanything,shewashurtthat

shelostyetanotherchildandwashurt

thateventhenThabisodidn’tcareand

thattheonlythinghecaredaboutwas

havingheroutofthepalace.Theother

maidenscleanedupwhereshewas

sittingwhileThabisoandthequeen

motherwentinsidethepalace)

Queen:Don’tyouthinkweshouldlether

staythenight?Imeanshejustlosta

babyandshe’snotthinkingstraight.

Whoknowswhatshemightdo?

Thabiso:MotherIgetthatyoufeelsorry



forandIdotoobutIwillnotbeweak

thistimearoundandletthedevilplay

meonceagain.Mypeopleneedme

morerightnowandit’stimeIdorightby

them.

Queen:Ihearyousonbutyougot

cleansedsoIdon’tthinkthedevilwill

havethechancetodoanythinginone

night.

Thabiso:Iwillnottakethatchance

mothershehastogo.

Sebokeng:Don’tworryam leaving(she

saidcomingdownthestairswithher

eyesswollenandred.Shewalkedpass

thenandwentoutside,gotintohercar

anddroveoff)



Thabiso:Iwantandurgentcouncil

meetingtodiscusssomeoftheissues

facingthekingdom.

Queen:Youdon’thaveacouncil

remember?

Thabiso:WhatdoyoumeanIdon’thave

acouncil?

Queen:Imeanexactlythatbecauseyou

didn’tchooseone,afteryouwere

crownedallyouwereconcernedabout

wasthatwomannothingmore.

Thabiso:Godhowhasbeenkingdom

beenrunning?Whereisfathersold

council?

Queen:Theysteppeddownasyouknow

thatiswhattheydowhenanewkingis



crownandit’syourresponsibilityto

chooseanewone.Buttherearethere.

Thabiso:Iwillasktheguardstogocall

them forme,thankyoumotherforall

youhavedoneforme,Ican’tbelieve

thatI’m 7monthsthekingdom hadno

council,nowonderthingsgotsobadno

onewastheretomanagethingswhenI

couldn’t.

Queen:Youhavealotofworktodohere

soandIsuggestyoustartnowandget

mydaughterinlawandgrandchildren

backhome.

Thabiso:Ican’tdothatnowmother,my

priorityrightnowistosavethiskingdom

andknowingmywifeshewillonly

believethatIhavechangedwhenshe



seesactions.RightnowIhaven’tdone

anythingbesideschaseSebokengoutto

showherandmykidsthatam a

changedman.

Queen:Ihearyou,nowgogetthe

councilandworkonawayforward.

Thabiso:AlrightMother.

SomewhereontheroadSebokengwas

drivinggoingtoBaKoena,shewas

cryingasshedrove,shekeptstopping

alongthewayandaskingpeopletogive

herdirectionstoBaKoenaasshedidn’t

knowwhereitwas.Shegotdirections

anddroveuntilshesawaboardwritten

BaKoenakingdom andtooktheofframp.



Shedroveintothekingdom andone

thingthecaughthereyeswasthe

beautyofit.Shestoppedonemoreand

askedayoungmanwherethepalace

wasandhedirectedher.Shedroveand

whenthepalaceappearedsheshe

realizedthatshehasbeenlookingdown

onLeSothobecauseshehasn’tseen

suchplaces.BaKoenawasbeautifuland

thehousesthatpeoplelivedinweretwo

timesbetterthanthoseofthecomplex

shelivedinbackinSouthAfrica.Shegot

tothegateandhootedLebogotout

whiletheguardwenttoher.

Guard:HowcanIhelpyoumam?

Sebokeng:Am heretoseeMapula

Guard:Anyparticularreasonforwanting



toseethequeen?

Sebokeng:AllIcantellyouisthatit’s

noneofyourbusiness(Lebocameand

sawSebokenginthecar)

Lebo:Thedevilisawoman!Whatare

youdoinghere?

Sebokeng:Toshowyoursisterwho

Sebokengreallyis!

Lebo:Hahahareyousureyouwantto

dothat?Notthatam underestimating

youoranythingIjustwanttobesure.

Sebokeng:Openthegateandcallher

thenyouwillsee.

Lebo:Okaythenfairenough,guardopen

upandyou(tothemaidenthatway

passing)callmysisterandtellhershe



hasavisitor.

Maiden:Yesmychief(theguard

openedthegateanddroveinwhileLebo

wenttocallTokelo)

Tokelo:Whatischasingyounow?

Lebo:Youhavegottoseethisman

comeon!

Tokelo:Whatisit?

Lebo:Theplasticwifeishere

demandingtoseeoursistersayingshe

willshowherwhoshereallyis.

Tokelo:Hahahyoujokingright?

Lebo:IwishIwasunfortunatelyam not

Tokelo:Hahaham gettingmyphone

readyNtsikahastoseethis.



Ntsika:Noneedam here(hesaid

comingin)

Lebo:What!!!

Tokelo:Whendidyougethere?

Ntsika:Justnow,Icouldn’ttakemy

wife’shormonesanymoresoaI

draggedherhereknowingthatshewill

notbothermewhenam herebecause

motherwillbefussingoverher.

Lebo:Sobasicallyyouareheretoabuse

mymother

Ntsika:NgenzenikeLebongobanawe

uyaziukuthiabafaziabakhulelwe

banjanimanjeminaubuthingiphile

kanjani?(whatam Isupposedtodo

Lebobecauseyoualsoknowhow



pregnantwomenare.SonowwhatwasI

supposedtodo?)

Lebo:Godropheroffatyourmothers

housenotmine.

Ntsika:WeIwouldhavedonethatifthey

gotalongbutsinceshefellpregnantshe

andmymotherfightforthemoststupid

thingsandfatherandInowhaveto

platerefereesallthetime.

Tokelo:Ifeellikeam thelegendhere

becausemywifewastheonlyonewho

waswellbehavedduringherpregnancy.

Ntsika:Don’trubitin,nowtellmewhat

didyouwanttovideotapeforme?

Lebo:Theplasticishereandwantsto

showmysisterwhosheis.



Ntsika:UkhulumangomfazikaThabiso

wephephaneMpandeyami?(areyou

talkingaboutThabiso’swifeandmy

Mpande?)

Tokelo:Theoneandonlyhahahit’sfine

funnythoughandam gladMotherisnot

hereforthis.

Ntsika:Manjenisameleni?Hasbeni

minaangikwaziukulindapho,niyazinani

ukuthingaqedelalaukubonaIdrama

(sowhyareyoustillstanding?Let’sgoI

don’twait,youknowthatIlastsaw

dramahere)

Tokelo:IyahlanyaweNtsika(youare

crazyNtsika)youcomehereonlyfor

drama



Ntsika:Andtoditchmywife

Lebo:Am tellingher

Ntsika:youwouldn’tdare

Lebo:Tryme

Ntsika:FineWhatdoyouwant?

Lebo:IwilltellyouwhenIthinkofit.

-[]TheywentoutwithNtsikamumbling

something.

WhentheygotoutsideSebokengwas

pacingnexttothecarandkeptwiping

hertears.JustthenMapulacomeoutof

thehousewearinganadidastracksuit

andcameforward.

Ntsika:Therewego



Lebo:Pleaseholdyourhorses

Ntsika:Marewenauyangisukelanje

(butyouarenowjustonmycase)

Lebo:Benefitsofhavingaholdonyou.

Ntsika:MXM

Tokelo:Doweletthem fightor...

Ntsika:Whatdoyouthink?Ofcoursewe

lettingthem,ngifunauMpandeabonise

lonondindwaukuthiingubani(Iwant

Mpandetoshowthiswhorewhosheis)

Lebo:LanguageNtsika!

Ntsika:WellIforgotwearewiththe

babyofthefamily

Tokelo:ShhhhhTherewego



MapulagottoSebokengwhostoodin

frontofherandlookedather.

Mapula:HowcanIhelpyou?

Sebokeng:Youthinkyouarebetterthan

everyonedon’tyou?

Mapula:That’syouropinionandyouare

entitledtoitsoIwon’tbotherhonoring

thatwithananswer.

Sebokeng:Youarebitterbecause

Thabisochosemeoveryou!(shewas

shoutingyetMapulawascalm and

collected)

Mapula:Ifhereallychoseyouthenwhat

areyoudoinghere?

Sebokeng:Toconfrontthewitchthat

keepstakingmychildren!Wheredoyou



hidethem?Wheredoyouwitcheskeep

thechildrenyoukeeptakingfrom their

mothers?

Mapula:FirstofallIdon’tappreciateyou

comingtomyhomeandaccusemeof

beingawitch,thisismykingdom and

insultingaqueenhasserous

consequences.

Sebokeng:Iseeyouthinkyoucando

anythingjustbecauseyouareaqueen!

Wellnewsflash,younotmyqueenand

todayIwillshowyouhowwedealwith

peoplelikeyou.

Mapula:Iwouldliketoseeyoutry

(SebokengslappedMapulaandshe

smiledandlookedather)



Mapula:Areyoudone?

Sebokeng:Butchyoustillaskinghuh

(shewentchargingtoherandslapped

heroncemoreandwhenshewantedto

doitagainsheheldherhandand

pushedherhandandhitagainsthercar)

Mapula:Stopthisnonsensebeforeyou

gethurt.

Sebokeng:Youdon’tknowmedoyou?

Butnowyouwillfindout.(shewent

chargingtoherandthrewapunchat

Mapulahittingheronthecheek,which

angeredMapulaasshewentchargingto

hergrabbingherhairpullingherdown

andrepeatedlyrum herwithherkneel

thenpushedherandshefell.Butquickly

stoodupandwenttoMapulathrowinga



punchbutsheduckedjustintime

movingoutofthewayasSebokeng

almostfellasshethrewthepunchwith

force.Mapulawenttoherandpinned

heragainstthecarwithherkneeand

punchedherinbothsidesofherribs

withfistsandSebokengwastryingto

wiggleherselfoutofherholdbutitwas

abitdifficultbecauseshewasfacing

thecargivingMapulaherbackandher

kneewasrightatherwaistasshe

repeatedlypunchedherontheribs.)

Ntsika:Remindmenevertopiss

Mpandeoff,thewomanfightslikea

man.

Tokelo:It’sLebo’sfault

Lebo:Ihelpedher



Ntsika:Whatdidhedo?

Tokelo:Wellwewentdoingourfirstyear

andwecamehereforholidayand

MapulawasinhighschoolandLebo

foundoutthatshewasbulliedatschool

bysomegirlwhohadaproblem with

richpeople.SoLebotookMapulatothe

flieseverydayafterschooltoteachher

howtofight.Shewouldcomeback

bruisedandhideitfrom motherbecause

Lebosaidisshetellshewillhither

harderbecauseshehidthefactthatshe

wasbulliedfrom mothersoshemustdo

thesame.Fatherfoundout,apparently

hesawuswithheronthefieldwhile

comingbackfrom hisduties,hecalled

measideandaskedmewhatwasgoing



onandItoldhim andhesaidletLebo

teachherhowtodefendherself

becauseyoutwowon’talwaysbehere

toprotectandfightforher.

Ntsika:YhoooLeboyouruinedthechild!

Lookathowsheiswipingthefloorwith

thatgirlandshe’sbleedingnow.

Lebo:Letthem fightuntilsheapologizes

forbeingstupid.

Tokelo:Thatgirlistoofullofherselfor

apologize.

Lebo:Thenlethergetbeatenthen.

Ntsika:Awwemahiyamshayangempela

unodoli(ohmanshereallybeatingthe

doll)



Mapula’sangerhasnowgottenbeyond

whatshewantedittobe,asshehither

shethoughtofallthetimesshecried

becauseofherandherhusband.How

shespoketoherandhowsheaskedher

toserveherlikeshewashermaiden.

Sebokeng:Youhavethegutstobeatme

likethiswhenyouarethecauseofmy

marriagefailing!

Mapula:Myhusbandwasneveryoursto

keep,youthinkbecauseIletyouhave

him forawhileIwasafraidofyou?

(shesaidpunchingherontheeyesand

shescreamed)

Sebokeng:Letmego!Youaregoingto

causemeablueeye!



Mapula:That’sWhatyoucameherefor

right?Tofightme?HereIam fight!!!

Sebokeng:Letmego!

Mapula:Isaidfight!!!

Lebo:Kotlohelengoanesoopaletswe

(lethergosistershe’sdefeated)

Mapula:Listenhereandlistengood,I

wantyououtofBaTloungandIwant

youtogoandapologizetothatwoman

who’sheartyoubroke.

Sebokeng:Don’tworryIalreadyleftthat

sorryexcuseofmanbutam not

apologizingtothatwomannever!

Mapula:Suityourself,nowgetthehell

outofmykingdom (shesaidandleft

Sebokengspittingbloodandgettinginto



hercardrivingout)

Ntsika:Wow!Nowam hungry

Lebo:Metoo

Tokelo:IwishwewerenormalsothatI

canpostthisvideoontheinternet

Lebo:Hahahyoucrazybutthatwouldbe

hilarious.

Ntsika:AnishayekeyenauMpande(and

Mapulawouldbeatyouup)

Tokelo:Uyahlanyahaha(youcrazy)

Theycontinuesteasingeachotheras

theymadetheirwayinsidethepalace.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungkingdom

ThingswerelookingupatBaTloung,

Thabisohasbeenworkingdayandnight

togetthekingdom backtowhatitwas

orevenbetterifthesituationallows.It

hasbeenamonthofnorestforhim but

work,themeetinghecalledwiththe

investorsofhiscompanyandthe



BaKoenabrothersandhisqueenwent

well.Thebrotherscametogetherwith

theirsister,theylistenedtohisproposal

thatheworkedonthewholeofthe

previousnight.Thebrothersdidn’twant

tohelpbutMapularemindedthem that

thiswasforthepeopleofBaTloungand

forkingLetsiwhonevergottiredof

helpingthem whenhewasalive,soin

theendtheyendedupinvestingin

BaTloungandtheotherinvestors

followedsuitafterseeingBaKoena

investing.Thabisogotenoughmoneyto

getjojotanksforthepeopletoget

waiterfrom andthewaterwasbeing

deliveredfrom thecapitalbyatruckthat

Mapulaispayingforapartfrom the



investmentshemade.Thefarmers

camebacktoworkintheirkingdoms

farms,thefarmshavebeentakencare

ofandthesoilwasfertilizedin

preparationforplanting.Themaidens

Thatwerepayedlaidoffgotbackto

workinthepalace,vegetabletrucks

comeeveryseconddaytodeliver

vegetablestothepeopleofthekingdom

alsocourtesyorMapula.Thequeen

motherwashappyaboutthe

developmentsthatweretakingplace.

Thabisochosehiscouncilandtheywere

onlyfocusingongettingalliancesforthe

kingdom andgoingonplacedutieson

behalfoftheking.Everyonehadatask

delegatedtothem andtheyweredoing



itperfectlyastheyalsowantedtoget

theirkingdom backtowhatitwas

before.Thepeoplewereslowlystarting

togaintrustintheirkingandhavehope

forgoodthingsinthefuture.Thequeen

motherwassittinginthegardensipping

onherteawhileadmiringtheflowers

thatwerestartingtogrowagain,

Thabisocameandjoinedher.

Thabiso:YhooMotheram exhausted!

Queen:Icanimaginebutyouhavedone

wellsondonewell,youaredoingwell

andam proudofyou.

Thabiso:WellMythanksMothereven

thoughIfeellikethingsshouldn’thave

gottentothispointbuthereweareand

it’sallbecauseofme.



Queen:Nousecryingoverspilledmilk

now,moveonfrom thepastandmake

spaceforthefuture.

Thabiso:Imissmyfamilymother,Imiss

mywife,mydaughter,mysonthatI

don’tevenknowandImissmysister.

ReneilweisstillangryatmeandIdon’t

blameher.Iwishshewouldjustgiveme

achancetoapologizetoher.

Queen:Givehertimesonshewillcome

around.

Reneilwe:Noneed!HereIam (shesaid

comingtowardsthem)

Queen:Mydeardaughter!ThelasttimeI

sawyouwasatthecrowningofyour

Brother.



Reneilwe:GooddayMother

Queen:Iwillgiveyoutimetotalk(she

leftthem there)

Thabiso:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Reneilwe:Sonowam nolonger

welcomedinmyfather’shousejust

becauseyouareking?

Thabiso:NoIdidn’tmeanitthatway,

Am justsurprisedtoseeyouhere.Sis

lookIknowIdisappointedyouandfor

thatam sorry.

Reneilwe:Youdidntdisappointme

Thabiso!Youfailedme!Youweremy

brotherandIlookeduptoyou.Thelove

youandyourwifesharedwas

somethingIlookeduptoandadmired.



Thenyouwentanddidwhatyoudid.But

thatisnottheworstofit,theworstofit

isthefactthatyouweresaneandyou

knewexactlywhatyouweredoing.You

evenforgotyourownfamilychasing

afterwhat?Whatwasthatyouwere

chasingafter?

Thabiso:IcannotchangewhatIhave

donebutIcanchangewhatIdofrom

nowon.Firstlyam tryingtogetthis

kingdom backtowhatitwas.ThenIwill

workongettingmyfamilyback.

Reneilwe:Thiskingdom wouldn’tbethis

wayhadyouopenedyoureyessooner,

nowyousayyouareworkingongetting

itbacktonormalbutmyquestioniswith

who’smoney?TheBaKoenaonceagain!



Youneverlearnreally.Mapulasavedyou

from Boitumeloandfrom spendingthe

restofyourlifeinprisonbecauseofthe

killingsyouweredoing.Andhowdidmy

dearBrotherrepayher?Bybetrayingher!

IfIwereherIwouldnevertakeyouback.

Thabiso:ReneilweIknowIhavedone

youandeveryonewrongbutam trying,

pleasegivemeachancetoprove

myselftoallofyou.

Reneilwe:Itseemslikeyouwillspend

therestofyourlifetryingtoprove

yourselfbecauseyouneverlearn.Am

leaving(shelefthim therewithhis

thoughts.Justassheappearedinfront

Sebokengwasparkingher,shewaited

forhertogetoutwhileshewas



standingtherewithherhandsfoldedon

herchest.Sebokenggotoutandwentto

whereshewasstanding)

Sebokeng:Hey

Reneilwe:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sebokeng:IwouldliketotalktoThabiso

Reneilwe:Sothatyoucanbewitchhim

onceagain?

Sebokeng:IneverbewitchedThabiso

butyoucanbelievewhatyouwant.But

am notleavinghereuntilItalktohim.

Reneilwe:Guards!

Thabiso:Thereisnoneedforthatam

here.



Reneilwe:Again?Youareimpossible!

(sheleftthem there)

Thabiso:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sebokeng:Icametoaskyouforonelast

favor.

Thabiso:Ican’tdoyouanyfavors

Sebokengpleaseleave.

Sebokeng:PleaseListen,Iwanttogo

backtoSouthAfricaandIdon’thave

moneyfortheflight.Istillhavemyjob

therebecauseIcalledthem andthey

toldmethatIcancomebackanytime.

PleaselendmethemoneysothatIcan

gobackandbeoutofyourlife.

Thabiso:Whathappenedtothemoney

yougot?



Sebokeng:Ihavebeenstayinggata

hotelforthelastmonthsonowIdon’t

haveanything.

Thabiso:Whydidn’tyougotoyour

parents?

Sebokeng:Myparentschasedmeaway

andtoldmethatIforgotaboutthem

whenIwasaqueenhere,theyareangry

thatIdidn’teventellthem thatIgot

marriedtoyouorthatIdidn’tinvolve

them inthewholething.BasicallyI

brokeanddisappointedthem andnow

theywantnothingtodowithme.

Thabiso:Whatdidyouexpectafter

everythingthatyouhavedone?

Sebokeng:YouSpeakasifIdidthis



alone!

Thabiso:Don’tyoudareusethattone

withme!

Sebokeng:Am sorrybutpleasehelpme

out,IhavetobeinSouthAfricaon

MondayIhavetoreportfordutyatthe

hospital.

Thabiso:LeaveandIwilltransferthe

moneybutifIwereyouIwouldgotothe

womanbeforeIleave.

Sebokeng:Idon’thavetimeforthatnow,

IneedtogetbacktoworksothatIcan

beabletoworkandgetbackonmyfeet.

Thabiso:DoWhatyouwantit’syourlife.

Sebokeng:Thankyou



Thabiso:NowpleaseleaveandIwould

appreciateitifyounevercomeback

here.

Sebokeng:Verywellthen.(sheleft)

BaKoenakingdom:

ThequeenmotherandMapulawere

sittingintheloungewithbabyArabang,

babyLehasaandbabyNteboheng.

Queen:Theyaregrowingsofast.

Mapula:Yestheyareandtheyare

becomingtroublesomenowthatthey

aregrowing.

Queen:Addthetripletsandyouwillse



troublesome.

Mapula:HahabutIcan’tlivewithout

them,theybringlifeintothispalace.

Queen:Truethat.Whenareyoufixing

thingswithyourhusband?

Mapula:Foraslongashehasn’tcome

heretodorightbyyouandthefamilyI

willnotgoback.Hehastocomegetme

backtherightway,eventhenIwillnot

justgowithhim becauseIdon’ttrust

him.

Queen:Iunderstandmyblossom but

youknowthereasonforhisbehavior.

Mapula:Thatdoesn’tmakeithurtany

lessmotherandbeforethedeviltook

overheknewwhathewasdoinganddid



nothingtostopitsothatalonemeans

hewantedallthis.

Queen:ThisisdifficultbecauseArabang

needshisfatherandheneedstobe

groomedforhispositionatanearlyage.

Mapula:Motheryouspeakasifweare

notroyals,TokeloandLeboarehereand

theyweregroomedbyoneofthebest

kings,myfather.IfThabisowon’twaitto

earnmytrustandforgivenessthenmy

brotherswillbeheretogroom him into

thekinghismeanttobe.

Queen:IunderstandmybabyandIam

nottryingtoforceyoutoforgivewhen

youarenotready,Ijustwantyouto

understandonething,forgivenessisnot

forthenextpersonbutforyoutoheal.



Alsobitternessislikedrinkingpoison

andexpectthenextpersontodie.Here

youhaveachoice,toforgiveortobe

bitter.EitherwayIwantthoseeyesgone

becauseIcanlongerbaretolookat

them anymore,theyalwaysremindme

ofthepainyouarestillfeelingeveryday

andthatisnotniceforamotherto

witness.Yourdaughteralsoknowsthat

youarenothappyandyouareinpain

becauseyouareshowingitinyoureyes

andthatisnotgood.Thinkofyour

childrenbecauseIdon’twantLehasato

getusedtoseeinghismotherwiththe

eyesofamonster.Thiswholething

doesnotonlyaffectyoubutyour

childrentoo.LookatKeabetswe!Sheis



walkingaroundlikeshe’slostbecause

thefamilysheknewisnolongerwhole,

it’sbrokenanditbrokeherinthe

process.Forgiveifnotforyouthendoit

foryourchildrenandrememberIdidn’t

raiseabitterandresentfulwomanbuta

strongwarriorthatblossomsinevery

season.Thankaboutit.

Mapula:MythanksmotherandIwill.

Thequeenmotherleftherwiththe

babieswhileshewenttomakeherself

tea.Mapulawasleftthinkingaboutwhat

hermothersaid.

Like,commentandshare
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BaTloungkingdom

It’sbeenaweekandThabisoand

BaTlounghasbeenrecoveringwell.It

rainedforthreedaysduringtheweek



andthatwasapromisingsignthatthing

weregoingbacktonormal.Thabisowas

layingonhisbedthinkingaboutwaysto

gethisfamilybackandhowhewill

provetohiswifethathehaschanged.

Orhowtoevenconvincehertogivehim

anotherchance,whilehewasstilldeep

inhisthoughtshiseyesgotheavythat

hecouldn’topenthem anymoresohe

decidedtosleepalittle.Assoonashe

closedhiseyesandrelaxedhesaw

himselfbytheBaKoenariversittingon

thebigrocksthatthealligatorsalways

sitonwhentheyareoutoftheriver.He

waslookingtowardstheriverandhis

fatherandLerumowerestandingthere

talkingandlaughingliketheywere



reminiscingaboutthegoodolddays.

Theybothwalkedtowherehewas

sittingandtheybothsatonbothsides

puttinginthemiddle.

‘doyouseehowpeacefulthewater

looks?’AskedLerumo‘yesIseeitand

it’slikeit’snotmovingwhenyoulooking

atitfrom adistance’Thabisoanswered

stilllookingatthewater‘thatishowmy

daughtersheartwasbeforethiswhole

saga,mylightsheartwasasclearand

pureasthatwater’hesays.Now

ThabisowasseeingboththeBaKoena

riverandtheBaTloung’smuddyand

dirtyriverwithlightwaterinit.‘lookat

thisrivernowandtellmewhatyousee’

saidLerumo‘TheBaTloungriverlooks



likeariverthatcowsandhipposbathe

in.It’sdirtyandmuddy’answered

Thabiso‘Thabisothatishowmy

daughter’sheartisnow,itlooksand

feelslikeamessbecauseofhowyou

andthatwomanwalkedalloverit.My

lightnolongerhaslightinhereventhe

littlelightthechildrenbringtoheris

slowlyfading.Asaresultsshedoesn’t

evencometothisriveranymore

becauseshefeelsunworthyofsucha

pureplacewhenherheartissucha

mess’saysLerumo‘Am sorryIdidall

thattoyourdaughterfather,Ican’teven

sayitwasnotmyintentionsbecause

whenitstartedIwasfullyawareof

everythingwhichiswhatmakesit



harderformetogotoherandapologize

becausethisisnotthefirsttime’he

answered‘Youbrokethepromiseyou

madetomesonandledmykingdom

andmypeopletopoverty,something

theydon’tknow,yesIseeyouaretrying

tomakethingsrightbutnothingwith

everberightiftheourqueenremains

thisway.Youbrokeherson,shemight

putinabravefaceforeveryonebutfor

aslongashereyesremainthatway

knowthatsheisstillshuttered.’Says

Letsi‘Idon’tknowhowtofixthisfather’

hesaidsoundingdefeated‘youfixitthe

samewayyouruinedit,wewantour

queenbacksonanddothatfastbefore

thegodturntheirbacksonyour



completely’saidLetsi.WhenThabiso

wasabouttoanswerthetwo

disappearedandThabisowokeup.

-GodsofBaKoenaandBaTloungplease

givemestrengthtogetthroughthis.I

knowIdidn’tconsultwithyoubeforeI

didallthisbutnowam humblingmyself

toyouandaskingyouforyourguiding.

Pleasedon’tabandonmeyet,givemea

chancetomakethingsrightwithyour

queen.Giveachancetobringyour

queenbacktoyou,evenifIdon’tgether

back.

Hetookhisphonefrom thebedside

tableanddidbreathingexercisesbefore

dialingMapula’snumber,hewaitedon

thelineasitrangtovoicemail.Helet



outaheavysighanddialedagainandon

theforthringKeabetswepickedup.

Convo:

Keabetswe:QueenMapula’sphonehello

Thabiso:HeyMylittlewarrior,howare

you?

Keabetswe:MyMotherisbusywith

LehasarightnowcanItakeamessage?

Thabiso:Keabetsweam stillyourfather

andyourking.Iwillnotaccepttobe

treatedthiswaybyyou.

Keabetswe:WellMyking,myapologies

ifIdisrespectedyouinanyway,next

timeIwillnotpickupmother’sphone.

Thabiso:KeabetsweMoloithisisnot



aboutthatandyousmartenoughto

knowit.

Keabetswe:Didyouwantmetogive

Motheramessage?

Thabiso:KeabetsweIknowIdidallof

youwrongbutam tryingmylittlewarrior,

daddyistryingtogetyouallhomeand

tofixthemistakeshehasmade.

Keabetswe:YouMykingoncetoldme

thateverythingwedo,wedoitbecause

wewantto,yousaideveryonemakesa

choiceandthencomeandtellpeople

thattheymademistakesbecausethey

wanttobeforgivenfortheirselfishness.

YouevensaidIshouldnevertrustsuch

peoplefortheywillrepeattheoffense

andcallitamistake.Iaskedyou



examplesofthingsIcanforgive

becausetheyaremistakesandyoumy

kingsaiddroppingaglasswithout

meaningtoisamistake,forgettinga

bookIwasusingtodomyhomeworkis

amistakebutdecidingnottodomy

homeworkisnotamistakebutachoice.

NowmykingyouareheretellingMy

aboutthemistakesyouhavemadeand

itconfusesmebecauseyouare

contradictingyourself.(Thabiso’sheart

sankatthewordsofhis7yearold

daughterwhoremindedhim ofthe

thingsthathetaughther)

Thabiso:YourightKeabetswe

but...(whoisthatkea?AskedMapulaon

thebackgroundandsheansweredwith



‘it’syourhusband’thentherewasa

shufflethenMapulawason)

Mapula:Hello

Thabiso:Hey,howareyou?

Mapula:Am fine,howcanIhelpyou?

Thabiso:Iwaswonderingifyouwould

bewillingtogoouttodinnerwithme

tonight?

Mapula:Idon’tthinksoordoyouwant

toseethekids?

Thabiso:NoIwanttoseeyou,please

justonedinnerthat’sallIask.

Mapula:Whattime?

Thabiso:Iwillpickyouupat7

Mapula:NoIwilldrivemyselftothe



place,sendmethedetails.

Thabiso:Iwilldothatjustnow.

Mapula:Fine(shedroppedthecall)

-GodsofBaKoenaandBaTloung,what

haveIdonetomyfamily?WhathaveI

donetomydaughter?Sheresentsme

andIdon’tblameher.Deargodsofmy

landIdon’twantmydaughtertogrow

uptobethekindofwomanwholooks

forvalidationfrom menbecauseshe

didn’thaveafathertoshowherhowto

loveherselfandthetypeofloveshe

shouldexpectfrom others.Ihavenot

onlywrongedmywifeinthisbutIhave

damagedmydaughteraswell.HowdoI



begintofixsuch?HowdoIexplaintoa

7yearoldgodthatIwasafoolfordoing

whatIdid?Willmyfamilyevergoback

towhatitwasbefore?Wouldtheytrust

meliketheydidbefore?Wouldmyson

lookuptome?

Allthesequestionswererunning

throughhismindashismotherwas

standingbythedoorlookingather

troubledsoncarryingtheweightofthe

worldonhisshoulders.Shecameinand

satatthefootonthebedandlookedat

him.

Queen:Son,Iwasthinkingthatit’stime

foryoutosendtheunclestoBaKoena

toapologizeonyourbehalffor

disrespectingthem.



Thabiso:Yourightmother,howdoes

thatprocesswork?

Queen:Wellyouhavetosendacawthat

isgoingtothequeenmothertoaskfor

herforgiveness,twocowsandhorsesto

thekingandchieftoaskfortheir

forgivenessthenlastlypaydamagesfor

thequeenforallthatyouhavedoneand

youhavetocleanseher.

Thabiso:ThatcanbedoneMotherwe

haveenoughlivestockandhorsestodo

allthat.Letmegoandtalktothem now.

Queen:Summontheunclestothe

palaceandtalktothem here.

Thabisa:MotherWhatmywifetaught

meishowtobehumblewhenIhave



donewrongandtreatpeoplewith

respect.Ican’tsummontheuncleshere

toaskthem togoandrightmywrongs

becausethatwouldstillbedisrespectful

andundermining.Iwillgodoortodoor

andtalktothem.

Queen:Sheisagoodwifetoyouand

sheisindeedaqueen.Goanddowhat

needstobedoneson.

Thabiso:Mythanksmother.

Thabisoindeeddidwhathesaidhewill

do,hewentdoortodoorgoingfrom one

uncleshousetoanother.Theunclesare

nothisfatherormothersfamilybutthe

eldersthatwenttorepresenthim during



thelobolanegotiationsatBaKoena.So

whensomethinggoeswrongorneeds

tobefixedintheirmarriagethat

involvestheelderstheyaretheones

whoaregoingtotakecareofit.Onhis

waybackhesentMapulathedetailsof

therestauranttheywillbemeetingat

andcalledtomakereservationsinone

oftheirmostreservedtablesinthe

restaurant.Hethendrovestraighthome

andtookashowerandfreshenedup

thenmadehiswaytotherestaurantat

theCapital.Hepassedbyaflowershop

andbroughthiswifeanorchidandhead

totherestaurant.Whenhegotthere

theyshowedhim histablerightatthe

backoftherestaurantabitfarfrom the



crowdandhesattherenervousbut

tryingtocontrolhisnerveswhichwas

different.Hewantedtoorderhimselfa

drinkbutdecidedagainstitbecausehe

didn’twanttoappearasdrunkwhenhe

talkstohiswife.After20minutesof

waitingMapulaappearedbeingleadby

thewaitertotheirtableandhestoodup

andopenedachairforherafter

exhaustingpleasantries.Theyordered

drinksandsatthereinsilencefora

whileandhedecidedtobreakit.

Thabiso:Howhaveyouandthekids

been?

Mapula:Wearefine,takingitonedayat

atime.

Thabiso:That’sGoodtohear,Lehasa



mustbegrowingfast.

Mapula:Yesheis.(Thabisowasgetting

moreandmorenervousbytheshort

answerssheisgivinghim)

Thabiso:HowisKeabetswe’straining

withthewarriorsgoing?

Mapula:It’sgoingwellandshewentfor

herfirstbattlelastweekandthe

warriorswerehappyaboutthewayshe

handledherself.

Thabiso:Am soproudofher.

Mapula:Youshouldtellherthatnotme.

Thabiso:Iwill.(heclearedhisthroat)

am sorryforbringingyouhereandnot

bookingthewholerestaurantforusbut

atthispointmyfinancesdidn’tallowme.



Mapula:Thisisalrightnoneedtoworry

aboutit.

Thabiso:Igotyouanorchardto

apologizeandbecausetheoneyouhad

athomediedbecausenoonecouldtake

careofitlikeyoudid.

Mapula:Thankyou.

Thabiso:Myqueen,Iam notabouttosit

hereandlietoyou.Ihavewrongedyou

intheworstpossiblewayahusband

couldeverwronghiswife.Ibetrayedyou,

yourtrustandbrokeourfamilyandfor

thatIwillneverforgivemyself.SoIwill

notaskyoutoforgivemebuttoforgive

yourself,forputtingsomuchtrustin

someonewhowasn’tworthyofit.For

lovingsomeonelikemeregardlessof



hisflawsandimperfections.Forgive

yourselfMomokoenaifnotforyouthen

forthechildrenthatseeyourpainevery

day.Theydeserveahappymotherfor

thentobehappy.Keabetsweisalready

sufferingandIknowam thecausebut

don’tcontributetoitbybeingsomeone

younot.Yesmyactionsmadeyouthis

wayandforthatIwillspendeverydayof

mylifetryingtomakeituptoyou.My

queenyouarepureofheartbutnowthat

isnotthecaseandam toblamewhicha

takefullresponsibilityofbutplease

forgiveyourselfforourchildren,forthe

kingdomsthatneedtheirqueenandfor

youtofindpeace.

Mapula:Ihearallthatyousaybutit’s



noteasyasyoumakeitouttobe.You

didmorethanjustbetraymebutyou

brokeme,tookmyselfconfidenceasa

womanbecausecheatingandyour

husbandchoosinganotheroveryou

makesyoufeellikeyoulacksomething.

Likeyounotworthytobelovedand

respected,likeyounotdoingthingsright.

Whatyoudidhurtmorethanyour

BoitumelosagabecausebackthenIhad

achoicetoleaveyouandIhadno

responsibilitiesbutnowit’smore

difficultbeforethereisalotatstakebut

Idon’tknowhowtotrustyou.Idon’t

knowhowtoforgiveyouormyselffor

this.

Thabiso:Gototheriveranddoyour



cleansing,notformebutforyoutofind

peaceandmakesenseofthings.Am

notaskingyoutoforgivemeorforget

whathappened,thatyoucandoatyour

owntimeandpace.

Mapula:Iam notreadytogototheriver

Thabiso.

Thabiso:It’snotthatyouarenotready

butyoufeellikeyoudon’tbelongthereif

whichyouarewrong.Thequeensare

waitingforyou,pleasetakeyourown

adviceandtakeactionbeforeit’stoo

late.Rememberwhatyoualwaystellme?

Mapula:Iusedtotellyoualotofthings.

Thabiso:Wellletmeremindyou,andI

quote‘preventionisbetterthancuremy



dear,alwayspreventandnotactwhen

thesituationisatitsworst’

Mapula:Youlistenedandrememberthat

butyouforgottoapplythesame

wisdom whenthatwomancamealong.

YouchoseherovermeThabiso?You

choseher!(shesaidinalowvoice

cryingsilently)

Thabiso:Don’tcrymyqueenbecauseI

am notworthyourtears,ifyouaregoing

tocrythendoitforsomethingbetteror

someonebetterthanme,youare

wastingyourtimeifyouarecrying

becauseofme.Iam notworthitmy

dearqueen,asmuchasIam humbling

myselfbeforeyouIalsoknowthatIam

notworthyofyourforgivenessletalone



todineandbeinyourpresence.Save

yourtearsforthosewhoaremost

deservingmydarling.

Mapula:ThankyoufordinnerbutIhave

togo.(shestoodupandleftthe

restaurant,leavingThabisostillseated)

Mapulagottotheparkinglotandthe

guardopenedthedoorforher,shegot

inandlaidonhersideatthebackseat

andcriedsilentlyastheguarddroveoff.

Like,commentandshare
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BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

IthasbeenaweekandMapulastill

hasn’tgonetotheriveryet.Eversince

thatdayshehasbeentryingherbestto

makesureherchildrenarehappy.She

evenaskedKeabetswetocallherfather

everydaybutsheflatlyrefusedsaying

it’snotherdutytomendtheir



relationship.Sheevengoneasfaras

sayingifhewantstobuildarelationship

withherheknowswheretofindher.The

unclesfrom BaTloungwenttoBaKoena

toapologizeonThabiso’sbehalfand

everythingwentwell.Theybeggedthe

queenmothertoletthem gobackwith

Mapulabutsherefusedsayingthatshe

willgohomewhensheisreadytodoso.

Sotheunclesleftwithnohopeofthe

queenreturning,Thabisohasbeen

workinghardaswelltogetthekingdom

backtonormalbuthisfather’swords

keepplayinginhishead‘thekingdom

willneverfullygobacktowhatitwas

untilthequeenisbackhome’something

hedidn’tknowhowtodobuthopedthat



shewenttotheriver.Inthemystical

landthequeensweregettinganxious

waitingfortheirqueenbutshewasnot

showingupandtherewasnohopethat

shewillanytimesoon.

Nyolodi:Queens,wehavewaitedlong

enough,wehaveranoutoftime

becausenowLucianoislookingatusing

ourqueenagainstus.Histryingbyall

meaningtoshowherthenegativeof

everythingandifhesucceedsin

manipulatinghermindweareall

doomed.

Bahomi:Iagreewithyoumyqueenbut

whatcanwedo?Shehasblockedusall,

remembersheismorepowerfulthanall

ofuscombinedbecauseshehasallour



powers.

Letsatsi:ThisissimplereallyandIhave

aplan.

Nyolodi:Tellismyqueenbecausethere

isnottimetowaste.

Letsatsi:Webringherherethesome

saywedidwhenshewasabouttobe

crowned.

Bahomi:Thatcouldworkbutthattime

shedidn’thaveasmuchpowerasshe

doesnotsohowarewegoingtodoit?

Nyolodi/Letsatsi:WeuseNgwedi

Bahomi:Heywearealldesperateifyou

twocanfinisheachother’ssentences.

Nyolodi:Hahadon’tplayaroundthisis



serious.

Letsatsi:Ngwediisalwaysinthe

shadowslivinginthatpalacebecause

thequeensaidshemustleavebutas

youknowourprotectorsareneverfar

from us.

Nyolodi:YesdosummonNgwediit’s

sunsetalready.

Bahomi:Wedon’thavetosummonhim,

allwehavetodonowitsoconnectwith

herandtellhertheplan.Wehavetobe

thereatmidnightandbringherhome.

Nyolodi:Yourightmyqueen,weareall

dependentonher,usthekingdom and

herkidsandking.



ThequeensconnectedwithNgwedi

bandsheangeredwiththeplanand

offeredtogethertosleepuntiltheyget

tothemysticallandbecauseifshe

wakesupbeforethen,shewillturnback

andleave.Theplanwassetandallthey

hadtodonowwastowaitfortheclock

tostrikemidnight.Itwasalongwaitfor

them becauseitseemedlikeoneminute

takesanhourandanhourtakesdays.

WhiletheywaitedNyolodifeltthe

presenceofLucianowhofeltlikehewas

justoutsiderthemysticalland.

Nyolodi:Wehaveavisitorandwehave

totakecareofhim beforethetimefor

ourplanbecauseifheisherebythat

timeweloseeverything.



Bahomi:Iam tiredofLucifernowand

it’stimeweputanendtohim.

Letsatsi:Isecondthat!Thetimehehas

givenhaslongpasseditstimeheknows

whohisdealingwith.

Nyolodi:Letsgoouttheotherway,we

don’twanthim gettinginherejustaswe

aregettingout.

Bahomi:BeaidesThat,Ifhisroaming

aroundhereandnotcominginitmeans

thathedoesn’tknowthatwearenot

protected.

Letsatsi:Yesbecauseifhedidhim and

hisgoonswouldbehavefilledthisplace

bynow.

Nyolodi:Letsnotwastetimehisgetting



anxious(theywentouttheotherway

andappearedbehindhim)

Bahomi:Ifitisn’tthedevilhimself

Luciano:Thenwhowoulditbeifit

wasn’tforme?

Nyolodi:Luciano

Lucifer:Myqueen!Keeperofmynow

coldanddarkheart.Itamazesmehow

youcanstillsensemefrom adistance.

(Nyolodithoughtofthetimeandshe

gotangryandwenttohim inahurryand

Lucianoopenedhisarmstohugherbut

Nyolodihitherhardonthestomachand

hebentover)

Luciano:Ouch!YouknowthatIdon’t

feelpainbutbecauseit’syouam hurt.



Notinaoffendedwaybutinagoodway,

youandIwillmakeagreatkingand

queen,rulersoftheunderworld.

Nyolodi:Iwillneverbeyourqueen!

Letsatsisawthattheyarewastingtime

asshewenttoLuciferinlightningspeed

andhithim hardthatheflewandlanded

inthewater.Beforehecouldeven

registerwhatwasgoingonbahomiwas

alreadythereburninghim withthewater

from insidethemysticallandandhe

groanedinpainashehim andlightor

goodnessdon’tmix.Letsatsipulledhim

outofthewaterandhewasgetting

weakbecauseofthewaterBahomikept

sprinklingonhim.Hegroanedweak



lookingatNyolodiwhowasstandingat

adistancefeelinguselessbecause

whenshewasLucianoguardianshe

wastrainedformonthsthatherfirst

instinctwhenitcomestohim wasto

protecthim.Andithappeningnow!She

wantedtoprotecthim yetshecameto

destroyhim,shefinallysnappedoutofit

asshepouredavanquishingpotionon

him thatsenthim backtotheunder

workbruisedandall.Theyalllookedat

thetimeandtheyrealizedthatitwas

waypassedmidnightandnowwasafter

1AM.Theywentbackintothemystical

landandtotryandconnectwithNgwedi.

WhentheygotthereNgwediwas



alreadytherewiththequeenstill

sleeping.

Nyolodi:Howdidyougetthisdone

alone?

Ngwedi:Iam herprotectorandsurelyI

canmanageminorthings.Besidesyou

werebusywiththedevilsoIusedthe

otherway.

Bahomi:Thingsshouldbefallinginto

placebutshe’snotwakingup.

Letsatsi:Ihopewearenottoolate.

Ngwedi:Wearenotbecausethe

mermaidscameoutandtookcareof

hernowyouallknowthattheydon’t

comeoutjustforanyone.

Nyolodi:Shewillbefinebutam worried



thatweonlyusedatemporarysolution

forLucianobecauseassoonashefinds

awillingvictim hewillcomebackfor

what’shis.

Letsatsi:Andwewillbereadyforhim.

Theysattherewatchingoverthequeen,

laughingandreminiscingaboutthe

goodtimetheyspenttherebeforeher

coronation.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin



It’sshortIknow.

[05/02,10:33] :Season2

Insert100

BaKoenakingdom (notedited)

Itistheendoftheyearandtimefortheir

annualroyalball,thequeenmotherand

herdaughter’sinlawwerebusy

preparingforit.ZasemboandNtsika

weretherewithaheavilypregnant

Zasembosheisexpectingtwingirlsas

farassheknowsandgivingNtsikahell.

Thatonewouldtakecareofherinthe



morningandthengobridethequeen

motherwithanythingshewantsjustso

hecoulddisappearandbewiththeguys,

whoalwaysreprimandedhim forleaving

hispregnantwifebuthewouldalways

tellthem thatnomancaneversurvive

thewholedaywithapregnantwoman

withoutgoingcrazy.Hesayshedoesn’t

wanttoenduplikeScelo,speakingof

which,hewasdischargedfrom the

hospitalaboutamonthagoandcame

backtoLeSothotocheckonhis

businessesbuthefoundthem still

standingbecauseKwezimadesureofit.

HealsowenttoBaKoenaand

apologizedtoeveryoneandeversince

thenhekepthisdistancebutcallshis



cousinnowandthen.Hehasagirlfriend

whoisautisticwhoisaspossessiveof

him asheisofher.Aperfectmatchif

youaskme.Kwezievengotbackto

worknowsincethetripletsareayear

old,muchtoLebo’sresistance,Reneilwe

andhermotherareworkingontheir

relationshipthankstoqueenmother

Mabotlewhoknockedsomesenseinto

herandtoldherstraightupthatifshe

doesn’twanttobuildarelationshipwith

hermotherthenshetoodoesn’twant

anythingtodowithherbecauseher

actionsarehurtinghermotherand

herselfintheprocessandshedoesn’t

wantabitterdaughterinlawwith

mommyissues.Sosincethenshehas



beenworkingonbuildingher

relationshipwithhermother.Mapula

camebackfinefrom themysticalland,

thereshewasremindedofwhosheis

andshownthekingdomsthatneedher,

shesawhowpeopleweresufferingin

thosekingdomsandblamedherselffor

beingselfishandthinkingshehas

problemswhileotherpeopleoutthere

areabouttodieofhungerandsome

sellingtheirchildtoforeignersjustso

theycouldhavemoneytosurvive.Itwas

asadrealitythatresultedinherpicking

upthepiecesofherheartandmending

itwithsnailglueandforgaveherselffor

expectingtoomuchofherhusbandthen

gettingdisappointed.Shestayedinthe



mysticallandforover3weeksand

camebackanewperson,hereyeswere

backtonormalandshewassmiling

moreandappreciatingwhatshehas.

SheandherfamilywenttoBaTloungto

doawelcomingceremonyforLehasa,

eventhoughwhenThabisosawthem he

thoughthewashavinghisfamilyback,

hehadhopeuntiltheceremonywas

overandeveryonepackedandleft.He

didn’twanttosayanythingtohiswifeor

askhim anyquestionssohelethergo.

Itwasgoodforhim toseeLehasaand

Keabetsweeventhoughshetoldhim

straightthattherecanneverbea

relationshipbetweenthem untilher

mother’sheartiscompletelyhealedand



readytomoveon.Shesaidshewasthe

oldestandwillmakesurethather

motheriswellbeforeanythingelse.

Thabisotriedtoprotestbuttheprincess

toldhim thatshedidthesameforhim

whenhermotherwrongedhim and

almostdiedbecausehecouldn’thandle

thepainandatthatpointThabisa

realizedjusthowmuchburdenthey

haveputontheirdaughtersshoulders

withoutevenknowingit.Sothesedays

Mapulagoesaroundhelpingthe

surroundingkingdomsandhasbeen

doingwellsofar,shedoesn’twanttogo

faryetsinceLehasaisstillyoungbuthis

tryingbutallmeanstodotheworkthe

godswantedhertodowhilestillbeinga



mothertoherson.Shewashappierand

morealivethaneverbefore.TsietsiAnd

Boitumelowe’reblessedwithababyboy

nameKatleho,thingsweregoingwell

betweenhim andhiswifeandthe

kingdom hasbeendoingwelltowiththe

helpoftheBaKoenabrothersandhe

wasgrateful,hewasnowmoreofa

friendtothem thananenemy.BaTloung

kingdom hasbeenslowlygettingback

towhatitwas,eversinceMapulawent

totheriversomethingchanged

somewherebecausetheoldassociates

ofBaTloungcalledThabisoaskingfor

analliancesayingtheymadeamistake

bypullingoutoftheiragreements.

Thabisowelcomedthem withopen



armsbecauseheknewthathewasalso

toblameforwhathadhappenedand

wasn’tabouttoactlikehedidn’tneed

helpwhenhedid.Hewassittinginthe

loungewatchingtvorshallIsaywiththe

tvwatchinghim.Hismothercamedown

thestairslookingreallygoodand

smelledgoodandstoodinfrontofhim.

Queen:SonhowtoIlook?

Thabiso:Pleasedon’ttellmethereis

anothermanbecauseIwillgoona

killingspree.

Queen:Don’tbesillyboythereisnoman,

yourfatherwasmyeverythingandI

don’tseemyselfreplacinghim.

Thabiso:Wellinthatcaseyoulook



gorgeousmydearmother.

Queen:Thankyouso!Whyareyounot

dressed?

Thabiso:Becauseam notgoingtothe

ballthisyear.

Queen:Andwhyisthat?

Thabiso:MotherIdon’twanttogothere

withoutmyqueen.Imaginehavingto

smileattheotherKong’sandtheir

queenwhilealoneandwiththem asking

‘whereisyouqueen?’ThenIwouldhave

tolieandsayshe’saroundhere

welcomingotherguests.

Queen:Thatwon’tbealiebutthetruth.

Thabiso:WellIdon’twantittobethat

whymother,Iwantittobetheway



everythingwasbeforeImessedup,butI

knowitwon’tbethateasy.

Queen:Thabisoit’sbeenover9months

nowandstillnothinghaschangedand

youdon’tseem tobedoinganything

aboutit.Youseeyourwifemightbethe

chosenonebutsheishumantooandif

youtalktoolongsomeelsewilltake

yourplace.

Thabiso:Shewon’tdothatbecausethe

godswon’tallowit.

Queen:Shewon’tmarrythemanbutshe

willkeephim asaloverandsomeoneto

makeherhappywhileremainingyou

queenandthatofthegodsandthere

willnoharm inthat.Thinkaboutit,am

leaving.



Thabiso:Havefun!

Thequeenleftgoingtotheannualball

atBaKoena,onthewayshewas

thinkingofherhusbandandhowhe

stoppedthecarinthemiddleof

nowherewhiletheyweregoingtolast

yearsannualballanddidthingstoher

thatmadeherwanttogobackgoand

sleepitoff.Shesmileasthatthought

crossedhermind.

Queen:OhLetsiImissyou,everywhereI

goIseesomethingthatremindsmeof

youandyouwererightwhenyousaid

therewillalwaysbesomethingto

remindmeofyouandIdidn’tbelieve

youbutnowIdo.Imissyousobutam



gladthatnowIcanthinkofyouandnot

shedatearbutsmileatthethoughtof

you.Iloveyousomuch.

ShegottoBaKoenaandtherewerecars

alreadyandthepeoplelookinggoodand

movingaround,thevenuewasexquisite.

BackatBaTloungtheguardscomeinto

thepalacedisturbingThabisofrom his

thoughts.

Guard:Mykingyouhaveavisitor

Thabiso:Whoisit?

Guard:Yourwifemyking.(Thabiso

smiled)

Thabiso:Letherin(theguardleftand



Thabisofixedhimselfalittleandthere

wasaknockandheshoutedacomein

withhiseyesgluedtothedoorand

Sebokengcameinfollowedbya

gentlemaninsuitandrightthen

Thabiso’sfacechangedfrom thatof

happinesstothatofhate.

Sebokeng:Greetingsmyking

Thabiso:Whatareyoudoinghere

Sebokeng?

Sebokeng:ThisismyhusbandNkanyiso

MabhenaandNkanyisothisisThabiso

MoloithekingofBaTloung.(Nkanyiso

extendedhishandforahandshakeand

Thabisoshookit)

Thabiso:Thatstilldoesn’texplainwhat



youaredoinghere.

Sebokeng:Maywesit?Ijustwanttotalk

toyou.

Thabiso:Goahead

Sebokeng:Thankyou(shesatdown

withherhusbandnexttoher)

Thabiso:NowourwithitIdon’thaveall

evening.

Nkanyiso:Noneedtoberudeman

Thabiso:Thisismykingdom andwhere

yousittinginmypalacesoifyouwant

someonetorespectyouthenpleasedo

leavebecauseIdidn’tinviteyou.

Sebokeng:Babepleaseweneedthis,my

kingAm sorryweofferedyouand



cominghereunannouncedbutwecame

herebecauseIneedhelpinfindingthe

womanIwrongedthatdayand

apologize.

Thabiso:NowwhenitsuitsyouImust

helpyouyetItoldyoutodothisalong

timeagoandyousworeyouwillnever

doit.Whatchanged?

Sebokeng:Everythingchanged,losing

myparentsforstarters,almostlosing

myjobandmostimportantlytheman

besidemechangedmeandtaughtme

humanity.Wegotmarriednotsolong

agoandnowwewantchildren.That’s

whenItoldhim aboutwhatIdidandwe

didn’twanttoriskanotherpregnancyso

wethoughtweshouldcomeheretofind



herandmakethingsrightbeforetrying

forababy.

Thabiso:Doyourememberthemaiden

whowantedtoserveyouwhenyou

insistedthatmywifeshouldserveyou?

Sebokeng:YesIrememberherbutshe

stoppedworkingherewhenthingswere

notgoingwell.

Thabiso:Asyoucanseethingsarefine

andallthemaidensarebacksoyou

knowwheretheirquartersaregothere

andaskhertoshowyouwherethe

womanlives.

Sebokeng:Thankyou(Sebokengleft

andwenttothemaidensquartersand

politelyapologizedtothemaidensfor



howshetreatedthem whenshewas

thereandaskedforthatmaidentohelp

herfindthewomanandsheagreed)

Sebokeng:Thankyouonceagainmy

kingwewillbegoingtothatwoman’s

housenow.

Thabiso:Goalonebecauseyoudidthis

aloneandit’stimeyoutake

responsibilityonyourownandmakeit

right.

Nkanyiso:Hisrightbabebutyouwillfind

meherewhenyoudone.

Sebokeng:Alright(sheandthemaiden

leftgoingtothewoman’shouse)

Thabiso:Howdidyoumanageto



changeSebokengintoandalmostgood

woman.

Nkanyiso:Hahaitwasdifficultbelieve

mebutam aXhosamanandinmy

culturewomanrespecttheirmanand

eldersandthefactthatshelovesme

helpedalot.Don’tgetmewrongittook

alotofpracticeforhertobethisway

andsometimesshestillforgetsbut

quicklyremembersandapologize.

SomethingsheneverdidwhenIfirst

mether.

Thabiso:TellmesomethingIdon’tknow

mylifeisstillamassbecauseofher

andyesam alsotoblameforthis.

Nkanyiso:Ifyouloveyourwifemanthen

gofightforher,sittinghereisnotgoing



tohelpyouwithanything.Womanneed

tobebeggedandifyouloveheryouwill

grovelandbegtillyoublueintheface

andeventhenyoudon’tstop.

Thabiso:Shewantsnothingtodowith

meandIdon’tblameher.

Nkanyiso:Showherthatyouchanged

andifshe’sstillpersistentthenuse

forcenotinabadwaybutshowheryou

arehermanandyouloveherandcan’t

livewithouther.

Thabiso:Icanneveruseforcebecause

herbrotherswouldkillmethistime.

Nkanyiso:Letthem!Imeantakethe

punchesbutdon’tbackdown.(thetwo

countiestalking.Sebokengandthe



maidenarrivedatthewoman’shouse

andparkedthecar.Shelookedoutand

sawthecarthenwentbackinside.They

gotoffandknockedandsheinvited

them in)

Oldwoman:Thewitchherself!Whatare

youdoinghere?

Sebokeng:Icametoapologizeforwhat

Ididtoyoumah.

Oldwoman:Hehehsonowam mah!

Okaycanyoupleasecleanupthehouse,

Ican’tmovearoundlikeIusedto

anymoream sureit’sbecauseof

diabetes.

Sebokeng:WherecanIfindthecleaning

stuffmah?



Oldwoman:Lookaroundinherefor

them andclean.You(tothemaiden)

makeussometeasowecantalk,Idon’t

getmanyvisitors.

Maiden:Rightawaymother(themaiden

madeteaforherandtheoldwomanand

theysatdrinkingteawhileSebokeng

movedaroundthehousecleaning)

Oldwoman:Doyouthinkyoureally

changed?

Maiden:Idontknowmotherbutwhen

shecametousshewashumbleand

apologizedfortreatingusbadly.

Oldwoman:Am justshockedshe’s

actuallycleaningwithoutsayingaword.

Maiden:Maybeshereallydidchange



(Sebokengfinishedcleaningthehouse

ataround7)

Sebokeng:MahIam finished

Oldwoman:OkayinthereIhaveafew

thingsthatneedtobewashedbutI

couldn’twashthem becausemyarthritis

isactingup.

Sebokeng:Notaproblem mah(she

wenttotheroom shewasshownand

thedirtyclotheswerejust3dresses,

socksandtops.Sebokengtookthem

outandwenttowashthem outside.

Whileshedidthatthemaidencooked

dinnerfortheoldwomanwhilethey

weretalkingandlaughingwithher

tellingthemaidenstoriesofher

childhoodandthemaidenwasenjoying



everyminuteofit.Ataround8dinner

wasreadyandSebokenghasjust

hangedtheclothesonthewashingline

andcomeinandtookarakeandgrass

broom andswepttheyardpickingup

papersandputtingthem inthebin.Then

wenttothebackofthehouseandfilled

upthewoman’sbucketofwaterand

tookitinside)

Sebokeng:Am finishedmah,isthere

anythingelseyouwouldlikemetodo

foryou?

Oldwoman:Washthedishesafterwe

eat

Sebokeng:Yesmah

Maiden:Thefoodisready,canIbringit



heremah?

Oldwoman:Yesbringitmydear(the

maidenbroughtthefoodandservedthe

oldwomanthencamebackwithher

plateandSebokengandgaveittoher

andshethankedherandtheystarted

eating.Whatthemaidenmadewas

Morogo,papalenama)

Oldwoman:Thankyoumydearthefood

wasnice.

Sebokeng:Ienjoyedittoothankyou

Maiden:Youarewelcome(sheleftand

tookthedishestothekitchenSebokeng

followedherandwashedthedishesand

packedthem awaythenwentandthrew

outthewater)shecamebackandjoined



theoldwomanandthemaiden.

Oldwoman:BeforeyouoneyourmouthI

wantyoutoknowthatIdidnotbewitch

youoranythinglikethatbutwhatyou

saidtomewashurtfulandsinceIdon’t

haveanyonetofightformethegodsdid

itonmybehalf.Iwasveryhurtthatday

asaresultIcamebackhereandcried

onmyhusband’sandchildren’sgraves.

Nowam notsayingthatsoyoucanfeel

badno!Am sayingitsothatyouknow

thatthethingsyoudoandsaytopeople

hurtmorethanthephysicalpainyou

inflictonthem.Wordscutfrom the

deepestplacesinapersonsheartand

thatwoundisinternalandittakestime

toheal.ButIforgiveyouandthegods



willseethatyouaretryingandblessyou

foryourefforts.It’slatenowIhaveto

takemedicationandsleep.

Sebokeng:Thankyoumah,Mayyoube

blessedforyourgoodheart.

Oldwoman:Mayyoubeblessedfor

trying.

Sebokengandthemaidenleftandwent

backtothepalaceandwhentheygot

thereThabisoandNkanyisoweresitting

onthediningtablehavingdinner.

Nkanyiso:Ohyouback,howdiditgo?

Sebokeng:It’swentwell,sheforgaveme

butnotbeforeshemademeworkforit

andImeanliterally.Butam not



complainingitwastheleastIcoulddo.

Nkanyiso:Am soproudofyoubaby(he

gotupandkissedher)

Thabiso:Yhoono!PleaseleavesothatI

cangotomywifeandkidsaswell.

Nkanyiso:Hahathankyouforeverything

manandgoodluck.

Thabiso:Drivesafe(theyleftand

Thabisowenttohisroom andfreshened

upthenwenttothecarandleftfor

BaKoena)thedrivefeltlongerbecause

ofthetraffic,therewerelotofpeople

headingtoBaKoenathisyearand

Thabisocouldn’ttakeitanymore.At

around9:30hearrivedatthepalaceand

drovetothebackwhereheusedtopark



whenhecamehereoften.Hegotoutof

thecarandwentin,theplacewas

beautifulandsowerethepeopleinthere.

Hescannedtheroom insearchofhis

wifebutspottedLeboandNtsikaand

wenttothem.

Thabiso:Greetings

Ntsika:AwuyafikaindodayomSuthu

madoda,mehlamadalaweThabiso

kunjanintsizwa.(ohtheSothoman

arriveslongtimeThabiso,howareyou?)

Thabiso:Am goodmanandyou?

Ntsika:Ngiyiphilelenjekahlenabafazi

bamingaphandlekwakhokumnandinje

sidlaizambanelikapondo(Iam wewith

mywiveswithoutyouit’sniceweeating



money)

Lebo:Ithoughtyouwouldn’tcome.

Thabiso:Ialmostdidn’tcomebutmy

wifeneedsmeevenifshedoesn’tsayit.

Ntsika:Iwishthatwastruemymanbut

from wheream standingyouarenot

neededatall.(LeboandThabisolooked

asthedirectionNtsikawaslookingat

andsawMapulawithsomeguylaughing

togetherandtheguyhadhishandon

herwaistl)

Thabiso:Whothehellisthat?

Lebo:HahahthatmymanisTsietsi’s

cousin

Thabiso:ThenWhatishedoingwithmy

wife?Doesn’theknowthatshe’s



marriedoristheringonherfinger

invisible?

Lebo:Don’taskmemanHannabutit

servesyourightthough.

Ntsika:Isecondthat!Theguyneversaw

Mapulawithamaneversincehegot

here.Hisbeenseeingherwiththekids

andthewives.

Thabiso:Justhowmanytimeshashe

beenhere?

Lebo:Maybe4or5timesIdon’t

remembersincewehavebeenhanging

outalot(Thabisodidn’tlikethat,hefelt

likehewasbeingreplacedbothbyhis

wifeandthebrothers)

Thabiso:ExcusemeIwillberightback



Lebo:Don’tcausedramaormymother

willdealwithyou.

Thabiso:Don’tworryaboutthat(heleft)

Ntsika:Izonyalembuzile(hewillgetit

nowthisgoat)

ThabisowenttowhereMapulawasand

LeboandNtsikafollowedandstood

closetothattheycanhear.Thabisogot

tothem andpulledMapuletohim,

huggedherandkissedherforehead.

Thabiso:HeyBabe,youlookbeautiful

andIhavemissedyousomuch.How

arethekids?

Mapulawastakenbackbutdecidedto

playalong.



Mapula:Thekidsarefinedearhusband

andtheymissyou.

Thabiso:Iwillseethem justnow,will

youexcuseusforamomentIwillcome

findyouwhenam done.

Mapula:Sure(shewalkedawayand

whenshewasoutofsightThabiso

turnedtolookokattheguy.

Thabiso:HiIdon’tbelievewe’vemet,

Am Thabisoherhusband.

Keletso:Am Keletsotheguywhowants

her.

Thabiso:NowListenhereguywho

wantsher,thatismywifeandyouwill

stayawayfrom her.

Kekeletso:WhywouldIdothat?



Thabiso:BecauseIsaysoandIdon’t

wantyoutoevenlookatherdirection.

Keletso:AndwhywouldIdothat?Ican’t

possiblydothat,didyouseehow

beautifulthatwomanis?Shelookslike

a20yearoldanddoesn’tlookaday

olderthanthatandtheseyoungsters

shegivesthem arunfortheirmoney.So

whywouldIjustavoidlookingatGods

beautifulcreation?Thatwouldbeasin

manandIdon’twanttogotohell(Lebo

andNtsikaeruptedinloudlaughter

holdingtheirtummies)

Ntsika:Ohno!Iloveyouman,am not

gayoranythingbutrightnowIreallydo

loveyou.

Lebo:Youareoneofakind.



Thabiso:Stayawayfrom mywifeifyou

knowwhat’sgoodforyou.

Keletso:Ohno!Youwillhavetokillme

first(LeboandNtsikawereinstitches

again)

Ntsika:Awumadodandiyathanda

lendodaayisabingokwesatyiswaawu

uyintsizwaimpela.(ohmanIlovethis

guyhedoesscarethateasily,hisreallya

man)Thabisoignoredtheremarksand

wentlookingforhiswife,hesawher

standingwithKweziandwenttothem.

Thabiso:EveningMrsLebenya

Kwezi:EvenMyking.

Thabiso:MayIhaveawordwithmy

queenplease.



Kwezi:Certainly(sheleftandThabiso

tookMapulabuthehandandledherto

theirchamberatBaKoenaandwhen

theygotthereheclosedthedoorbehind

them andpinnedheragainstitwithher

handsaboutherhead.Usingonehand

hetouchedherchinandmadeherlook

ashim andkissedher,thekisswas

hurryanddesperate,itwentonfora

whilewithMapulawantingtoprotest

butThabisodidn’tlether.Heeventually

pulledoutandtheybothcatchtheir

breaths.

Thabiso:IknowIhavewrongedyouand

hurtsobadlythatIcan’tevengiveus

anotherchanceandIunderstandbutI

willnothaveanothermanputhishands



onyou.

Mapula:Buthe...(hecuthershortwith

yetanotherkissandpulledout)

Thabiso:IsaidIdon’twantanyman

puttingtheirhandsonyou.

Mapula:Youcan’tdictatetomelikethat

aftereverythingyouhavedone!

Thabiso:Am notgoingtogobackand

forthwithyouaboutthesamething.

DamnitMapulaIapologizedandam not

doingitagain,myactionsshouldspeak

louderthanwordstoyou.Ihavegiven

youenoughtimetothinkandmaybe

healbutit’senoughnow.

Mapula:Youcannottellmeitsenough

because...(heshutherupwithyet



anotherkisswhileclosingthedoorwith

theotherhand,hepulledupherdress

andtookitoffinonego,whileMapula

wasshockedbythatherbrafollowed.

Hepickedherupandputheronthebed

andrippedthebottom ofherunderwear

leavingonlytheelastic.Hedidthingsto

heronlyheknewhow,theairwasthick

intheroom andthewindowsweremisty

andMapula’smoanswouldhavebeen

heardthroughouttheplacehadthere

beennopartygoingon.Thabisowas

eatingheruplikehewasgettingpaidto

doso,shestartedshakingasshewas

closetocomingandhestoppedand

stoodupfrom betweenherlegsand

coveredherwithablanketandwentto



herastearsfellfrom thecornersofher

eyes,hekissedherforeheadand

whispered)

Thabiso:YesIwrongedyoubutyouare

minedoyouunderstandthat?(Mapula

nodded)Idon’tdon’thearyou

Mapula:Yes(thatcameoutasa

whisper)

Thabiso:YesWhat?

Mapula:Am yours

Thabiso:Thenwhyareyoucrying?

Mapula:Youleftmehanging

Thabiso:Iwillrunashowerforyou(he

wenttothebathroom andranashower

forherthenwentbackandpickedher



upandputherinfrontoftheshoweras

hewasfullydressed)

Thabiso:Getitandshower(shegotin

theshowerbeforeThabisoclosedthe

doorhesaid)

Thabiso:IloveyouOkay,damnit

Mapulaam notperfectbutIwillspend

therestofmylifemakingituptoyoufor

allthatIhavedonebutam notgoingto

dothatwithyoustayinghere.Iwantyou

homeinfactattheendofthispartyyou

andIaregoingawayjustthetwoofus

andwhenwecomebackwetakingour

kidsandwegoinghome.Iloveyou(he

wentoutthebathroom andclosedthe

doorthenwenttoherunderweardrawer

andtookoutanotherpairforherandput



itonthebedandlaidherdressontop

aswellthenhewentouttothebalconyl)

-Iam notperfectandIhavedonealot

tothiswomanbutIwillbedamnedifI

loseherjustlikethat.Notwithoutafight,

she’smywifeandmygiftfrom thegods

andam notlettinghergo(hewipeda

tearthatfellandcomposedhimselfthen

wentbacktotheparty)

Mapulawasleftinthebathroom

thinkingaboutwhatherhusbandsaid

andshecouldn’thelpbutsmile.She

startwashingupbutwhenshegotto

thebottom partshenoticedwhatused

tobeherunderwearanderuptedin

laughtershakingherhead.

Mapula:Yeahnhe!Thethingswedo



haha

ThabisobumpedintoTokeloonhisway

downandhelookedathim seeinghis

eyes.

Tokelo:Ihopeyoumadethingsright

withher.

Thabiso:ThebestwayIcould.

Tokelo:Yourkidsneedyoumanstop

beingagirlaboutitandgetyourfamily

back.

Thabiso:Iplanto.

Tokelo:Goodluck

LeboandNtsikasawhim comingtheir



wayandtheylookedateachotherand

laughedsohard.

Lebo:Am sorrymanbutyhoo

Ntsika:Ulibelekubayislimauyahamba

umfazibazomthathaababhekile(you

busybeingafoolyourwifewillbetaken

bythosewhocanseeher)

Thabiso:Notonmywatch

Lebo:Wheredidthearrogancecome

from becauseIdidn’tseeitwhen

Keletsotoldyoustraightthathisnot

leavingher.

Ntsika:EyiIlikethatguy,hisnotscared

ofyouortotellyouthathewilltakeyour

wifewhileyouwatchpapa

Lebo:Watchthespacemymanahaha



(whiletheywerelaughteramaiden

camerunningtothem andbowed)

Ntsika:Yinimanje?(whatisitnow?)

Maiden:Am sorrytointerruptyourwife

isabouttogivebirthandthequeen

motheraskedmetocallyou.(Ntsika

wentrunningtothedirectionthemaiden

camefrom)

Lebo:Isthepalacedoctortherewith

them?

Maiden:YesChief

Lebo:Good(hefollowedsuitandfound

Ntsikapacingupanddowninfrontof

theroom withthedoorclosed)

Lebo:OhhowIhavewaitedtoseeyou

onthisday.



Ntsika:She’scryingmanandam going

in

Lebo:Iwouldn’tdothatifIwereyou

(Ntsikadidn’tlistenashewentand

openedthedoorjustasthebaby’shead

wascomingout)

Ntsika:OhmyGod!(hefellbackwards

andLeborushedtohim andpulledhim

backwhilethequeenmotherclosedthe

doorbutnotbeforeshesaid.

Mabotle:Servesyourightyounoseyboy!

LeboLookedathim andsawthathe

faintedandstartedlaughing(hecalled

Tokeloandhepickedupimmediately

becausetheyweremakingsure

everythinggoeswellsoeveryonewas



oncall)

Convo:

Tokelo:Brother!

Lebo:Cometothewestwingquickly

(hesaidsuppressinghislaughand

hangedupandburstedourlaughing

Ntsikawasoutcold.Tokelocame

running)

Tokelo:What’sgoingon?What

happenedtoNtsika?

Lebo:Wellthefoolwastoldhiswifeis

givingbirthandhecamehererunning

andIfollowedandfoundhim looking

palepacingupanddown.Hesaidhis

goinginandawarnedhim nottobuthe

didn’tlisten,hejustopenedthedoorand



said‘ohmyGod’andhewasgone.

Tokelo:Hahahhistooforwardnowlook

whathappened!Am takingavideoof

this.

Lebo:Thefooldidn’tevenspenda

secondlookingandhewasdeadhahah.

Tokelo:Goodhelearnhahaohmythisis

sogood(whiletheywerelaughingand

takingvideosofNtsikalayingtherethe

babycriedandNtsikawokeuplikehe

wasbeingchargedbythoseelectric

chargerathehospitalwhichmadethe

twolaughevenmore)

Ntsika:MyBabyisshealrightgodsof

Manziniwhyam Ionthefloor.

Lebo:Youfaintedyoumoron



Ntsika:ShitIremember!(hewentpale

onceagainkillingLeboandTokelowith

laughteronemore)

Ntsika:Thisisnotfunny(hegotupand

dustedhimself)

Tokelo:Ohyesitismymanitishahaha

(anothercrycamethroughandNtsika

smiled)

Ntsika:Myprincessesarehere!Am a

father!

Lebo/Tokelo:Weallare!

Ntsika:Hayifutsekninamaan(heypiss

ofyoutwo)thisismymomentletme

enjoyit.

Lebo:Likeyoudidwhenyoufainted?



Tokelo:HahahaIsowishIwashere

whenthathappened

Ntsika:Mxm youcrazy(anothercry

camethroughandthethreewere

confused)

Lebo:Maybethat’soneofthegirls

Ntsika:YeahMaybe(theywaitedfora

whileuntilthequeenmotherappeared

from thedoorandtheystoodup)

Mabotle:Comenameyourchildrenyou

fool!(LeboandTokelolookedateach

otherandlaughedatNtsikawholooked

likehehasseenaghost)

Mabotle:Comeonshe’sdecentnow!

(Ntsikawalkedslowlyandgotinsidehe

sawhiswifewithtobabiesonherhands



andwenttoher)

Ntsika:Mambatha!Thankyoufor

makingmeafathertheyarebeautiful.

Zasembo:Namethem babakhe

Ntsika:ThisoneisprincessLangelihle

Zuluandthisoneisprincess

BuhlebendaloZulu

Zasembo:Theyarebeautifulnamesbut

theyarenotfortwins.

Ntsika:Mychildrenmustbeabletohave

anidentityoutsideoftheirtwins.

Mabotle:Whenareyounamingthisone

(Ntsikaturnedandlookedatherand

thepalacedoctorholdinganotherbaby

inherarms)



Ntsika:Holyshit!Wehavethree!

Mabotle:LanguageNtsika!

Ntsika:Am sorrymaham justshocked

becausewehavealwaysbeentoldthere

aretwo.

Dr:Thisonewashidingverywellbehind

hissisters.

Ntsika:Holy..(Mabotlegavehim astern

look)holymotherofGod!Didyousayhe?

Dr:Yeshe

Zasembo:Babakhegiveoursonaname

Manzini.(Ntsikawentclosertothe

doctorandtookhissonandlookedat

him movingtowardshiswife)

Ntsika:ThisoneisprinceLifalomanzini



Zulu

Mabotle:Beautifulnames,Langelihle

Zulu,BuhlebendaloZuluand

LifalomanziniZulu.NowIcanalready

seethebigheadSbanisezweZuluafter

hearinghehas3grandchildrennotonly

princessesheneverhadbutaprincetoo.

TheylaughedbecausekingSbaniwas

knowntobeonetobrag.Ntsikawent

andtoldtheothersaboutthebabiesand

Lebocalledhissisterandinformedher

ofthenewdevelopments.Mapula

stoppedthepartytoannouncethenew

arrivalsandnowtheballturnedintoa

celebrationofthenewZulubabies.



TheEnd

Itwasagoodjourneywithyouall,Ilove

you.


