


THEBARTENDER

PROLOGUE

.

-"YouknowwhatididwhenIfoundthem?"

I'mintense,she'sdrinking.Thisistheclimaxbut

she'ssorelaxed,I'minterested.

-"Pleasetellme!"Isay.Thisstoryiskeepingmeon

mytoes.

-"Itooksjambokfromhiscar,he'syourtypicalZulu

man,alwayswillingtostraightenpeopleupwitha

sjambok.Thatdayhegotthetasteofhisveryown

medicine.Astheywehavingsex,Igavethema

beatingthey'llneverforget."ShesaidDowningher

cocktail.

-"Pleasegivemeanothercocktail"sheasked,she's

sloshedbutIstillwanttoknowwhathappened.

-"Areyoustillmarriedtohim?"IaskedasIhanded

hertheCocktail.



-"That'sthereasonI'mhere,He'srefusingtosign

theDivorcepapers",Icouldseepity,hurtand

sorrowsinhereyes!.

Ismiledather,thisisthepartwhereIadviceeach

andeveryonewhooffloadstome,beingaBartender

isgoodIdidn'tknowthattillIdroppedoutof

universitythenIgotnochoicebutbeabartender.

Thestoriesdrunkpeopletellme,areveryfunny,

terrifying,ShockingeyyBazalwanethelistislong!.

"NtshepiUfunanila?"Averyboldvoicesaidbehind

thewomanIwastalkingto.

-"Ohplease!Nkosiareyoufollowingme?"She

asks..

Nkosirevealyourself,Iwanttoseethecheating

husband!.

Whoawait,Thisisherhusband?Twonightsago

twowomenwerefightingoverthisMan.He'sa

marriedman?YeahGuysmawatshisweamadoda.

Weshouldhaveacampaign#letsburnthemens!Are

Menevenhumans?Weshouldknowladies,whatif

westayingwithaliensindisguised?



"SorrysisiwithAFRO!!"Avoiceshoutedout.I'mthe

onlyonebehindthecounterwithAFRO..

But"AZANIA"Iswritteninboldonmynametag.

Wheredidthecouplego?

Icheckthepersonshoutingatthegirlwith'AFRO'.

-"It'sAzaniamylove,howcanIhelpyou?"

-"Azania?Wereyourparentsatwar?Ortheywere

partofUmkhontoWesizwe?"Sheaskedthat

laughing.Shedoesn'tknowme.Theydon'tcallme

ntosh'schildfornothing!.

-"Fixyoureyebrows,andyourdislocatedbraids

thencomeandaskmeaboutmyname,Don't

bullshitmenzokunyisamna!"Isaidfoldingmy

arms.

Shedidn'thaveacomeback.Arghbeing

bullshittedbyalowbudgetslayQueen!

"AzaniayouareneededattheVIP,we'reshort

stuffed"IlookatZipho,weworktogether.

-"youknowthisisnotwhatIsignedupforyou

know?"Isaid,it's1amI'mtired.Yourgirlhasbeen



standingsince2pmtillnow..

-"Youneedthismoney,rememberyourparentsstill

thinkyou'reinvarsitystudyingMedicine"hesaid

cheekily.

ArghwhydidItellhimmybiggestsecret?Iwas

drunkwhenItoldhimthatIremember.

IignoredhimandwalkedtotheVIPBar,Ilove

workingthisside.IalwaysseetheBigGuns,the

Ministers,Mayors,BusinessmenyeahandOthers.

'CLUBELITE'isoneofthebiggestclubherein

Johannesburg,it'ssituatedinSandton.

"Whiskeyonice"Ilookupit'sthegirlthatIwas

talkingto.She'sontheVIPnowwiththehusband..

ThankGodmytonguedidn'tsayrubbish.TothinkI

wasgoingtosay'Leavethathusbandofyours,he

doesn'tdeservesyou.Youdeservegreatthingsjust

betteryourselfandshit'thankGodIdidn'twastemy

motivationspeech.

Igiveherthedrinksheaskedforandmixedthe

cocktails.



SometimesIenvytheseSlayQueens,theydine,

drinkwiththemoneyspenders,theMillionaires.Yes

it'sinexchangewithSex,butlookatme.23years

oldvarsitydropout,rantingaflatinBraam,Iama

Bartender..

AllI'veeverwantedinlifewastobeabusiness

woman,havemyownmoney,wearredbottoms

slayintheboardrooms,dominatethemaleindustry.

MyparentssentmetoWitstostudyMedicine,Jola

myfatherwouldliterallykillmeifheweretoknow

thathisDaughterdropoutinUniversity.

NextyearI'mdoingBusinessManagement,itwill

takeme4yearsthe4yearsthat'sleftformetoget

myMedicineDegree.ImagineLuncumoAzaniaJola

awholeDoctor?MyparentswillbesurprisedwhenI

GetmyBusinessstudiesDegreeinsteadofMedical

Degree.Surprisedwillbeanunderstatement,Iwill

bedeadsixfeetunder!.

Medicineisnotforme,it'snotthatI'mnotthat

clever,Iamclever.I'vegotthebrainstodo

medicine.It'sjustthatsinceIwasachildI'venever

picturedmyselfasadoctor.



I'mtoocalculativeI'mgoodatbrainstormingideas,

presentations,AdvertisingandMarketing.That's

whereIfall.

"Azania!!"Isuckmybreathin,I'vezonedoutagain.

IlookatZiphowho'sshoutingatme.

-"What?"Iaskshruggingmyshoulders.

-"whereisyourmind?You'vebeenmixingthatfor

quitealongtime".

-"WearenotfriendsZipho,doyourworkI'lldo

mine!"

Herolledhiseyesatme!Yes,he'sGay.I'vebeen

sayingthatbuthestillinsidetheclosetifImayput

itlikethat.

"CanIhaveaSexonthebeach,doyouguyshave

Chardonnay?"

Ilookatherface,she'sbeautiful.Sheseemsyoung

likemyage,ifiwasn'tscaredofsexIwouldbeone

ofthem.BepartoftheslayQueens,Ihavethe

beauty,thebooty,thebrainsandthebody.Butyour

girlhereisscaredofsex.Sexisaveryspiritual



thingtome,imaginesleepingwithdifferentpeople

aweekyhocha,I'mscared.

-"YeslovewedohaveChardonnay,yourSexonthe

beachcomingrightup"Isaidthatsmiling.Shehas

respect,betterthanthatonewith5Braids,no

wondershe'sstillinGeneralshewon'tmakeitto

VIPwiththatkindofAttitude.YouseeIknowthe

chroniclesofaSlayQueen?

I'veplannedthisbutthesexpartruinedeverything.

IhandedherCocktail.

-"Thankyousomuch,canwehave3Bottlesof

Chardonnay"

-"Comingrightup"

Shewalkedtotheirtable,whathappenedtowaiting?

Wherearethesedamnwaitresses.

Iplacedthechampagnesontheicebucketfilled

withIces.

Iwalkedtohertableandplacedthebucket.

-"Enjoy"



IwalkedbacktotheVIPbar.

It'sstill3am.

Theclubclosesat6am.

I'mtired,thankGodI'llbehavingmyweekendoff.

I'llNetflixandchillwithmybestfriend.

Ismile,It'sonlyThursdaybutthisclubisstillfull

evenaround3am.

BraIkewillhavetoconfess.He'sablackMan,we

believeuThwele.

HeonlyrunsClubs,andallhisclubarealwaysfull

evenduringtheweekdayshemustsaysomething

never,weneedavalidstorytosaywecan'talways

assumewheneverwegossip..

_____

"MaryMary"IsaidwalkinginmyFlat.

MaryismyFlatmate,she'sahostessattheClub

butShewasn'tworkinglastnight.

It's8aminthemorning.Iamtired,Iwanttoeatand



sleep.ArghIhatenightshifts.

"IntheKitchen"sheshouted.

MaryisaColored,she'sfromCapeTownbutcame

toJohannesburgtoworkandiamfromEastern

CapeandicametoJohannesburgtostudy,but

MaryShehasneverinvestedinschoolatall.

Wemetonmy1styearinVarsity,IGotdrunkand

myfriendsleftmeintheclub.Shetookmetomy

residence,weexchangednumberswebecame

goodfriends.Youcansaywearebestfriendsnow,

morelikesister.ImagineaXhosaandColoredGirls,

youdon'twannamesswithus.

-"ohshamemyNcumo,youlooktired"shesaidasI

mademywayinsideourkitchen.

-"pleasetellme,youaremakingsomethingoily"

-"DoesBaconandEggssoundsfine?"

-"Perfectly,I'llgoandtakeashowerthencomeand

eat."

-"You'llfindmehere"

Iwalkedtoourbathroom,I'mtiredyho.Ineeda



betterJob,eventhoughhearingtopeople'sstories

whendrunk,Bartendingisnotmything.Iwouldlike

tosayI'mtooclassyforthatJob,butIdon'town

anythingfromZARAnotevenflipflopszilch

nothing!.SolongIstillshopatMrPrice,TheFIX,

FoschiniI'mgood.ThedayIownsomejimmychoo

heels,thenyourGirlisclassy.

.

I'monmyBarbiePyjamas,yesI'machildjustlike

that.

Isatonthecouchwithmyplatefullofbacon,

sausageandeggs.Yourgirlherelovesfood.Ivalue

mystomachtoomuch.

-"IhaveajobforUsthisweekend"Marysaid

playingwithherfood.

-"WhatJob?"Iasked,Ineedmoney.Everyoneneed

andlovesmoney.

-"There'saGolftournamenttomorrow.Allthe

businessmenwillbethereplaying.Allwehaveto

do,istobewaitresses.It'squiteabigmoney".



Ifrown,Ithoughtitwillbesomethingbetterbutit's

more.Idon'tlikebeingawaitress,Idon'thavethe

welcomingsmile,heckIcan'tevensmilefor

goodnesssake.Butthisisabigmoney.

-"I'minbaby".IsaidmunchingonmyBacon.

-"Lovely,GettherestyouneedToday.I'llgoand

calltheguyorganisingsothathecouldcountusin"

-"Alright"

IstoodupandwenttothekitchenIdroppedmy

plateonthesink,Marywillwashthedishes.

IwalkedtomyroomandJumpedonmybed.Iam

fuckentired,Ineedtosleep.

Myeyesdon'teventaketimetochilltheyareclosed

immediately.

ONE

.

"AsozeMeryNever"IshoutatMary,iamnot

wearingthisdressthatshe'sgivingme.

"Areweprostitutingourselvesorweare



waitressing?"Iasklookingather,Shesighs.She

doesthatwhenshe'sannoyedwithme.

"AreyouwearingthedressAzaniaorWhat?"She

asks.

Isuckinmybreath,breathLuncumodon'tallowthe

deviltotestyou,justbreath.

"Youcanbeangryallyouwantsistersweneedthe

money.Wehaverenttopay,Grocerytobuy,

Toiletries.Wehavetopamperourselvesonceina

while,so?"

Sheaskslookingatmesmilingatme.

"JustbecauseIloveyouandiaminlovewithyour

toothgapsoI'llagree"Isaytakingthedressagain

fromher.

"Youjustliketobebegged"shesaysstifllinga

Laugh.

"LaughMery."Isaylookingather,she'simpossible

thisone.

"Sorrybabesit'sjustthatyou'resodramatic"

She'sreallytestingandannoyingmerightnow.



Iwearthedressshedoesmymakeup.

"Nowlet'sputthison"shesayswavingawig.

"Uphambene?Likeareyoucrazy?I'mnotwearing

that"

Isaystandingup

"Iwasjusttryingthat'sall,iwastestingwaters"she

sayssmilingshowinghertoothgap.

Ishakemyhead,she'sfrustratingasmuchasIlove

hershefrustratestheshitoutofme.

ItiemyAfroneatly,idon'tlikeweavesonmyhead,

ifmyAfroisnotplaitedwithbeautifulbraidsor

Cornrowsthenit'sjuststyledbeautiful.Iamnotthe

weavetypeofofgirl.

"Areyoudone?Wearegoingtobelate"

"YeahI'mdonelet'sgo"Itookmybagandwentto

theUbersherequestedfortheGolfpark.

.

AssoonaswegotoutoftheUberwearewelcomed

bySluqyecars.Nicecars,thecarsthatwealways



dreamaboutbutdon'tget,youknowthosecars?

Theoneyoudownloadthemfromthenetandsay

'OnedayisOneDay'yeahthosecars.

"ThiswayAzania"Meryshouts.Whyisshe

shoutingdidIzoneOut?

Wewalkedtothestaffroom,therewereother

waitersandwaitressesbeingaddressedbythe

Managerwejoinedtoo.

Ilookedarounditwaslikesomeothergirlsdresses

werewayshorterthanmine.Iwasworriedabout

theshortnessofmydressbutnowIamworried

abouttheseothergirls,aretheycomfortablewith

thosedresses?Buttheydon'tseemtomindatall.

AfterbeingaddressedbytheManagerwewentto

theGolfcoursetodoourjob.IamalreadytiredbutI

needthismoney,thisgigcostsalotsoI'mnot

losingthat.

"YouokayNcumo?YouareneverthisQuietwhat's

wrong?"Meryaskworried.

"I'm tiredMery,I'mthinkingofwaystolazearound

soI'mtryingtobreakmyskullwithideas"she



laughs

"Let'sgoLuncumocozrightnowyouain'tmaking

anysense"

Ilaughed

"it'sAzaniaatwork,youandyourpeopleandVan

derMerwepeopleabusemyname.Sobettercallme

Azaniaonce,cozthat'seasy."

Isaywalkingtothebar.

"CanIhaveashotplease,justtokickstartmyday"I

saytotheCuteBarmaninfrontofme,he'sexactly

mytypethisone.

"Surecutey"ohBazalwanedidInotblush?He

thinksI'mcute.

Hehandsmeashot,iquicklydownitandhandhim

theglass.UsuallyYellowbonesarenotmytype,i

lovemymandark.ButthisYellowManinfrontofis

allkindsofhandsome.

"NeedanotherOne,docomeback."hesays

winning.

SomebodycatchmeI'mabouttofaint.



"CoolnoproblemletmeGoandwork"

Isaythenwalkedaway.Itookthechampagnetray

andwalkedtotherealhousewivesofJohannesburg

aboDarling.

Ienvythiswoman,alltheydoistochillathome,

Shoptilltheydrop,makekittyparties,travelwith

theirhusbandsmoneyyho.Nowtheyarewatching

theirhusbandsmingleandplaygolf,theyare

dressedasiftheyaregoingtoafashionshow.

"wowIloveyourhair,isityourrealhair?"Oneasks

measI'm handingherthechampagne.

Whatdoesshethink?IsthereawiglikeThis?How

doesthiswomantakeme?

"yes,it'smyownhair.Myafro"Isaysmilinglikea

retartIdothatwhenI'm annoyedbysomeoneor

something.

"It'sbeautiful,whatproductsdoyouuse?"

HowdoItellthemthatIusetheSunlightBarsoap

towashmyhairanduseMarosahairfoodjustto

nutritionit.



"AuntJackieProductsallofthem.Fromthe

shampootilltothehairfood"

IusethoseproductswhenIhavemoney.

"OhI'llsurelybuythem,iamtiredifwigs.I'mtrying

toembracemynaturalhair"shesayssmiling.She

seemsNice,notliketheotheronesImetthey

lookedatmeinDisgustwhenIhandedthemtheir

drinks.

"I'mNokuthulabutyoucancallmeMaZulu"she

sayssmiling.OhGoshshe'sbeautiful.

"SawubonaMa"Ilookback,ohnoit'snotwhoI

thinksheis.Rita?She'swith3otherslayqueens.

RitaisaninfluencerandaSlayQueen,she'sdating

myCrushmydreamman.Theguysweseeona

magazinecoverandtakethepaperpasteitinyour

wallandtalktohimandhedoesn'tanswer?Yeah

he'sdatingmylifetimecrush.

ButwhyisRitacallingthisBeautifulwomanMa?

She'snotthatold.

"YeboRita"MaZulusaysshelooksannoyedyho!



Letmeleavethem.

"Azania"Iturnback,it'sMaZulu.

Shemust'vereadmynameonmynametag.

"Yes"Isaywalkingbacktoher

"Callme,idon'tknowtheproductsyouweretalking

aboutsoyoucancomewithtobuythem"shegives

meacard.

Itakethecardandnod.

Onmywaybacktodomyjob,whichisservingI'm

metbymybestfriendwho'sbeamingwith

excitement.

"AndthenwenaMery,what'swithyou?Areyou

okay?"

Iask,she'scatchingherbreath.Wassherunningor

what?

"Kungomusaishere"shesaysgettingexcitedagain.

"HisGirlfriendisalsoheretoo"Isay,iknowihave

bustedherbubble.

"ReallyNcumo?Ithoughtyou'llgetexcitedsincehis



picturesarealloveryourroom"shesayssmirking.

"Ilovehimfar,hemustbefarawayfromme.He'sa

Crush,LookatRitathenlookatme.Hewouldnever

goforme,evenifhewasn'tdating."

Isaywalkingaway.Me?LuncumoAzaniaJola

datingKungomusaBrianKhanyile?YhoIcan

picturechocolatesrainingthatday.

"Ineedthatshotagain"Isayblushing.AmIreally

inthisguy?

"Youtiredalready?"

Heasks

"Yep,iwastiredwaybeforeIstarted."Isaybefore

downingtheshot

"Youknowdrinkingatworkisprohibited"

Hesayssmiling,hehasatoothgapjustlikeMery.I

lovetoothgaps.

"YetyouMrBarmanyouareservingmefreedrinks"

Helaughs

"OnlybecauseIlikeyou.I'mTshepoIcanseeyou



areAzania"

Mymooddropped,Tshepo'sarebitchwasnigahs.

"PleasetellmeyouarenotdrivingPoloorGTI"Isay

withmygrittedteeth,ilikethisguy.

Helaughs

"I'mdrivingaGolfciti"hesays.

Yho,Yeah.He'soneoftheTshepo's,i'msurehe's

rantingaflatsomewhereinSowetoorThokoza

maybeInZola.

"Lookletmegetbacktowork,whenIneedtheshot

I'llcomeback"

Isaysmiling,hemustnotbefooled,iamnolonger

interestednow.

"SorryAzania"yhoIdidn'tknowiwasfamous.

Ohit'stheManager

"Yessir?"Isaysmiling,ihopehedidn'tseeme

drinking.Ican'tlosethemoney,I'malreadyburntby

thesunsoIcan'tlosemymoney.

"PleasehelpMeryandLonatodeliverwhiskyand



CognactotheGentlemen's.TheotherWaitresses

areonlunch,afterservingthemyoucangoona

breaktoo."

"Alrightnoproblem"

Isaysmiling.

"Pleasetaketheseicewithyou"

ItooktheicethenwalkedtowhereMeryandi

AssumeLonaarestanding.

"Herearetheice"IsaygivingtheLonagirl.

Isatdown,I'mgladthere'sanUmbrellahereit's

scorchinghot.

"Areyounothungry?"Sheasks

"Themanagersaidafterservingwewillgoonour

lunch.Iamhungry,butwewillhavetowaitforthe

otherWaitressestocomeback"

Isaytakingthetrayfilledwithdrinks.

"Kungomusaiswherewerearegoing"Merysays

bustingmyownbubble.I'msureshe'ssaying10:1

toherheadrightnow.Shemustthinkshehaswon



butnoakandaziI'llwinthis.

"Cool"Isaytoher..

NowI'mthinkingofwaystoactInfrontofmy

handsomecrush.

There'slaughterallovertheplace,manlylaughter.

It'sonlymanhere,whydidtheystopplayingGolf.

I'msurerightnowtheyaretalkingaboutbusiness,

ortheirsidewomen.

Ifixmydress,allofasundayI'muncomfortable.

I'mavoidingKungomusa'seyesIcanseehistall

selfinthecornerofmyeye.Ihandoverthedrinks.

"CanIhavemoreice"adeepbaritonesaysbehind

me.Lonaiscarryingtheicebackatwhyisthis

persontalkingtome?

"Overthere"IsaypointingatLona.Hayi

makangandiqhelimna!

Icontinuewithmyserving,outofdrinksonlyMery

havedrinks.NowIcanbreath,ididn'tknowthatI

washoldingmybreath.I'mbacktowherewewere

mixingthedrinks.



"CanIhavevodkaplease"thatdeepbaritoneagain.

Ilookback,I'mmetbyachest.Howtallisthisman?

Ilookupandlookathishandsomeface.Helooks

morehandsomeandmoredarkerinperson.

HetouchesmyshoulderIlovebackquickly.

"UhmSorry,HowcanIhelpyou?"

IaskIdon'tknowwhetherheheardmeorwhatcoz

IsoundedasifIwaswhispering.

"Areyouokay?"Whyishisvoicesoboldanddeep?

"YeahI'mfine,itendtozoneoutsometimes.It's

somethingIcan'thandle,sorrythatImadeyou

uncomfortable".

"It'sokayIunderstand.I'mKBbytheway"

Hesays

"Isthereanyonewhodoesn'tknowyou?The

youngestbusinessmanandtherichest"

Helaughs,ohGodI'veneverpicturedhislaughlike

this.It'sdeepmorelikehe'svibrating.

"Yeahhey,SouthAfricaisasmallcountryand



Joburgisasmallplacetoo.I'mboundtobewell

known"hesaystakingaseatnexttome.

"Whotoldyoutoseat?"Iask,hecan'tseatnextto

me.I'lleathimalive,I'mlikeahungryLionrightand

he'slikeapreyIwouldn'tmindkissinghisdarklips

I'msurehesmokes.

"Sinceyoudidn'ttellmetoseatIdecidedtomake

myselfcomfortable"

Hesayspouringvodkainhisglass.

"Howdoesitfeel?"Iask,he'srightnexttomeNow,

allthequestionsIaskedhimonmywallImayask

themnow.

"What?ThefactthatI'mpouringmyselfadrink

whenthere'sawaitressnexttome?Itfeelsweird"

Ismile

"No,thefame.BeingyoungIntheindustry,you

startedbusinesswhenyouwere18it'sbeenyears.

Howdidyoudoit?"

Hesmiledatmethentakeasip.Heuntiethefirst

buttonofhisgolft-shirt.



"WhenIwasstillinhighschoolmyfatherwassick,

hehadcancer.WhenIfinishedmatricIhadtotake

overandleadthefamilybusiness.Iamthefirst

bornathomesoalltheresponsibilitiesweremine.I

wenttoaprivatecollagetostudybusiness,that's

notwhatIwantedafterhighschool.Iwantedto

studylaw,bealawyer.Butaftermyfatherwentto

CanadaforhiscancertreatmentIhadtotakeover.I

fellinlovewiththebusiness.IlovedwhatIwas

doing,itfeltgoodtomakemoney,toberecognized

astheyoungestbutthesmartest.Whenmyfather

cameback,ihadanideatoexpandourbusiness

venturesandhereweare.Thefame?I'm moreofa

privateperson,whatthejournalistswriteaboutme

arejustassumptions,thingstheywanttohappenor

thingstheywanttoknow.Idon'twanttoattract

crowdinmylife,iwantapeacefullivingjustlike

anyothernormalbeing"

Hetakesasipandsmile.

"Andyou?Youlookyoung.Ain'tyousupposedtobe

inschool?"

"Idroppedout"Isaymixingthedrinks,sinceIcan't



drink.

"Why?"He'sshockedbymyresponse.

"myparentswantedmetobeaDoctor,that'swhatI

didfor2yearsanddroppedoutthisyearonmy3rd

year.Iwasn'tfailingbutwasn'tfeelingthatcourse.

It'sitwhatIimaginedmyselfdoingfortherestof

mylife"

He'sshockedagain

"Whatdidyourparentssayaboutyourdecision?"

"Theydon'tknow.TheyareinEasternCapethey

don'tknowwhat'shappeningthisside"

Againhe'sshocked,hetakesanothersiponhis

glass.

"Soyouarebusywaitressing?Wouldyourparents

beproudofthat?"

"Nah,it'sallforthisyear.I'vereadyappliedfor

Businessstudiesatwits,I'llbespecializingin

Marketing,that'swheremyheartisat.That'swhat

I'mgoodat,Business.Icanseemyselftakingover

thebusinessworld,andibelieveinmycapabilities"



Isayshrugging.

"Isee,doyouBursary?Orafundingscheme?"

"iappliedforNSFAS,I'mhopingtheypullthrough"

"DoyouknowourofficeinRandburg?"

Inod

"AskformeonTuesday2pmsharp,ihavea

proposalforyou"

Hegulpdownthelastcontentintheglass.

"GoodbyeAzania,seeyouTuesday"

Hewalksaway.

AmImeetinghimagain?Tuesday?Ohit'sSaturday

today,ithoughtitwasMonday.

"Anndddddd"

"Let'sgoearMeryI'mhungry"Isaywalkingaway.

"Whatwasthattalkabout?"YhouMeryngeNdaba!

"Itwasaboutbusiness,hehasabusinessproposal

forme"

"YhoreallyBabes?"



"Yep,wehaveameetingtuesday.Idon'tevenknow

whattowear"

"That'swhereIenter,don'tworryI'vegotyoubabes"

Ilookather,idon'ttrustherstylenotevenonebit.I

wouldlooklikeaprostituteinsteadofabusiness

womanthatTuesdaysoshe'soffmystylingteam.

.

.

.

Pleasedon'tforgettoLike,ShareandComment.

TWO

.

"MaZuluHello"

IlookatMeryshenodsatmesothatIcantalk.

"Hellouhmit'sAzania"

"AzaniaHey,I'vebeenwaitingforyourcall"

HaibothisWoman,it'sSundaytodaywemet

yesterday.



"HowareYou?"

"Iamgoodmychild,HowareYou?"

Mychild?Isshereallythatold?YesRitacalledher

Mabutshedoesn'tseemtoooldyho.

"I'm goodthanksIthoughtIcouldgiveyouacall"

"ThankYou,whenarewedoingthehairproducts

shopping?"

Richpeopleneh!Whodoesshoppingforhair

products?

"Aboutthat,iwasthinkingIspareyouthetrouble

andbuytheproductsthenbringthemtoyou"

Sheremainssilent.

"Howmuchwillyouneedtobuytheproducts?"

"Iwillbuythemwithmyownmoneythenbringthe

slipstoyousothatyouknowhowmuchtopayme

for."

"OkayshouldIsendaDrivertopickyouupandtake

youtoMall?"

"It'salreadylatenow,iwasthinkingofgoing



tomorrow.I'mworkinganightshiftsoIhaveto

prepareforwork"

"Okaynoproblemmychild,I'llcallyoutomorrowto

giveyoumyaddress.Youwon'tbetiredafter

workingnightshift?"

"NoIwon't,I'llsleepinthemorning,thenrushtothe

mallintheAfternoon"

"OkayI'llseeyoutomorrow"

Shehangsupthephone,ilookatMery.

"Youshould'veagreedtotheDriveridea,butyoudid

greatshewillalsopayforyourtaxifareIknow

theserichhousewives"

Meryisalwayscalculative.

"ButbabesI'monlybuyingherhairproductsthat's

all"

"Makeyourselfclosetoher,She'srich.Maybeyou

cangetyourselfaRichmanjustbystickingtoher"

Ilookather,that'sherdreamtobeahousewife.

"Merydoyouwanttocomewithme?Sothatyou



canintroduceyourself?"

Shebeamswithexcitement

"Iwouldlovetobabes"

"SurenowgoandprepareforyournightshiftIwant

torelax.I'mgladI'm offthisweekend"Isay

walkingtomyroom.

IneedtosleepafterYesterday'sGolfday.

Myphonerings,it'sanumberthatIdon'tknow.It's

5pmwho'sit?Don'tpeoplehavelivestolive.

"LuncumoHello"

Isayannoyed.

"SorryisthisAzania?"Irollmyeyes,Whoisthis

idiot?

"Yesspeaking,Whoisthis?"

"It'smesweetheartTshepo"IwannagagrightNow.

Whogavethisfuckboymynumber?HedrivesGolf

forfucks'sake.

"HowcanIhelpyouTshepo?IamtiredIwantto

sleep"



"Itmustbethehangover,youhadtoomanyshots

lastnight"

JesusMary'ssoncomeandtakeplace.

"OhYeah,Whogaveyoumynumber?"

"OhItookthemfromtheregister,sorryaboutthat,i

justwantedtogettoknowyouthat'sall.Wannago

outforlunchmybedinnersometime?"

Idroppedthecallandblockedhisnumber.

MenmakesuscrazyRhaa!

.

"Areyousurethisisthehouse"

Meryasksfortheumpteenthtime.

IlookupI'mfightingtheurgetorollmyeyes,I'mnot

inthemoodtorollmyeyes.

"Youdidn'tsayshewasthisrich,thisisamansion"

TheuberjustdroppedusInfrontofthishugeGate.

Wearenoteveninsidethehouseyet.

IcallMaZulusheanswerImmediately.



"Azaniaareyouherealready?"

Sheasked,Icalledheraboutanhouragoaskingfor

herlocationandweareinfrontofthisbiggate.

"Yes,weareoutsidethishugeGate.Wedon'tknow

howtogetIn."Shelaughssweetly.

"Juniorwillcomeandgetyounow,sorryforthe

delay"shesaysoftly.Thiswomanissocalm,she

remindsmeofmyAunt,mymom'ssisterShe's

calmandclassy.

Thedooropens,there'sacarInfrontofus.There's

aGuywho'swearingatrackpantandt-shirt.Hehas

agreatbody,I'veseenhimsomewherethoughbutI

don'tknowwhere,maybeintheclub.

"Welcomeladies,pleasefollowme.MaZuluis

waitingforyou"

"Thankyousomuchhandsome"

HaiboweJezebelholdyourhorses.IlookatMery

sheshrugshershouldersasifshedidn'tcallthe

poorGuyhandsome.

WegetInsidethecar,iwould'vehavewalkedthis



distancebyfeet,I'm fromEasternCapeiknowthe

strugglingbutthesearerichpeoplethis5minutes

distanceistoomuchforthem.

Wegotoff.

"Followme"theGuywhomIassumeisJunior

walkedwithusinsidethehouse.Ican'tbelievemy

eyesrightnow,thisplaceisbeautiful,iwouldn't

mindstayinghere.EvenbeingacleanerIwouldn't

mind.

"Theresheis"shepointatMaZuluwho'swatering

theplantsintheGarden.

Hewalksaway..

WewalkedtowhereMaZuluis.

"Azaniahello,ihopeJuniorwasn'trudetoyou.He's

notpeople'sperson"

"HelloMaZulu,andnohedidn'tgiveusanyhassles..

meetmybestfriendandsister,Mery"

"HiMery"

"HeyMaZulu"



IcanseeMery'slook.I'm surewhywoulda

beautifulwomanlovetobecalledMaZuluasyoung

assheis.

"Iamsosorryyoucaughtmeonthewrongtime.I

waswateringmyplants"

Atleastshe'snottheshoppinghousewife,shehas

plants.

"It'sokay,wecametodropthehairproducts"

"Nonsense,pleasefollowme"

Okayshemustnotthinkwefriends,Haibo.

Nonsensetowhoandwhy?

WepassbytheplacewhereMyJuniorgotInsideto.

It'sanoutsideGYM,waitwaitwait.

"Kungomusa?!"Mery,shoutsalittle.

"Ohthat'smyson.MyfirstBorn"MaZulusays

nonchalantly.HaibowenaBabes,whyyoudidn'ttell

meyou'reKungomusa'smom?Mybrainasks

MaZuluassheleadsustoacoffeetable.Idon't

minddrinkingcoffeeinthissun,She'smyCrush's

Mother.



"Mam'Gloria"MaZulushouts,anoldwoman

emergesfromoneoftherooms,thishouseishuge.

"MaZulu?"Thehelperaskssoftly

"Canyoupleasedishoutthelunchformeandmy

guests.Please"

"OkayMaZulu"shewalksoff.

"Howmuchdidtheproductscostsyou?"

Yhuuitsokayifyoudon'tpay.You'remyCrush's

Mother.Thefuck?Ineedthismoney,sometimes

mybraindoesn'tfunctionwellKungomusaisnot

evenmine,notevensingle.

"TheyCostedR1450.Here'stheslip.Boughtthem

atclicks"

Sheshakesherheadandreturnsthesliptome.

"It'sokayIbelieveyou,givemeyouraccount

numbersothatIcandeposititintoyouraccount

butnowlet'seatlunchandgettoknoweachother."

Inod

"Okaynoproblem"



Myphoneringsit'smymother,Godreallydoeshate

me.Whywouldmymothercallmenow?Couldn't

Godstopherfromcalling?IfIdon'tanswernow,

shewon'tstopcallingandshe'saspitfirethatone,

I'mjustlikeher.ShemustbeannoyedthatI'mnot

evenansweringnow.

"Ihavetotakethis,it'smymother"

"It'sokayyoucangoandanswerthephone.I'llbe

talkingwithMery"

IsmiledandwalkedtoMaZulu'splants.

"Mama"

"UtheniungabambiphoneLuncumo?"

Isigh

"Whydidwebyethatexpensivephone,ifyounot

answeringit?Why?"

Iknewshewouldgetannoyed

"Sorrymom,iwasinsidethelibrarysoIhadtoget

outfirsttoansweryourphone"

"Youshould'vesaidsomybaby,Howareyou?"



Shedidn'taskmewhyIcouldn'tpickup,nowshe

saidIshould'vesaidso.IprayIdon'tbecomelike

herwhenIhavemyownkids.

"I'm goodMama,Howareyouall?"

"Siyaphilancuncu,Whenareyoufinishingyour

Exams?Wemissyou,yourfatherisnotokay.His

asthmastartedagain"

Igetworriedinstantly,myfatherhastoseeme

graduate.EventhoughhewillbemadthatIchose

businessInsteadofmedicine.

"Ncuncuareyoustilltheremybaby?"

Iwipemytears

"YesMama,iwillbethereIntwoweekstime.Tata

willbefinerightMama?"

"Yesbaby,hewillbefine.YourFatherisavery

strongman,hecanstillpickmeupandhestillhas

thestamina"

"Haibomfazistopit,someofusit'sbeenlongsince

wegotsome"

"Wellyourdadservesmeeveryday,sohe'sfine"



That'smymothereveryone.

"Areyoudoneoncheckinguponyourdaughter?"

"ShouldIgetyouaManinthemeantime?Amanto

serviceyou?uMqwathidoyourememberhisson

fromcapetown?Siya?"

YhoosiyaisthesameWhatsAppasTshepo.

"YhoomamaIhavetogobackinclassbye,Ilove

you"

Idroppedthecallasap.

Isighed,shetriedtogetmymindoffDad'shealth

butIcan'tphantomthefactthatImaylosemydad.

"AzaniaareyouOkay?"

Thatbaritoneagain.

Iturnbackandforceasmile

"Heyyy"

Idraggedmyhey,whyishenotwearingsomething

ontop.Trackpantslookedgoodonhimdamn.

"IsitTuesdayday?MaybeIdon'tknowdaysofthe



week"helaughed.

AwwMaZuluYourwombisblessed

"Veryfunny,butnoIcametomeetyourmother"

"Letmeguess,youarethebeautifulgirlwiththe

mostbeautifulAfro"

Ilaugh

"Shesaidthat?"OhshetoldherSonthatI'm

beautiful,GodIwaslyingwhenIsaidyou'renot

lookingoutforme,indeedyouareinfactyou're

workingovertime.

"Yeah,sinceSaturday.Shegaveyouhercard,she

wasworriedthatyouwon'tcallherandshewon't

everseeyouagain.ButIseeyoupulledthrough."

Haibo,Haibosomeonemustcomeandgetmeon

mysensesIamagonegirl.

"Yeah,isshereallyyourmothersheseemsyoung.

AndI'veneverseenheronanyofyoursocialmedia

platformsorheardyoutalkaboutherinyour

interviewsnoryourdad"

Haibogirl,stalkeralert.



Hesmiledatme,withhislefteyebrowraised,he

mustnottrymeatall.

"Soyoulistentomyinterviewsandcheckmysocial

mediaplatforms?"

HeeIsaidhemusn'tbecocky

"Wascheckingonmycompetitioninthenearest

future"

Hesmiled

"Baby!!"

uWhoa!!Thisgirlisawitch,theDevil'sagentsoze!

Whentheconversationwithmyhalfnakedcrush

wasgoingwell.

"SeeyoutomorrowinyourofficeMusa"

Musa?HaiboLuncumoyouneedtherapy!

IwalkedpassedRitaKungomusa'sgirlfriendyho

evensayingthatmakesmewannagag.

"wowthatphonecalltooklong"Merysaidwigling

hereyebrows.

SheknowsthatIwastalkingtoKungomusaargh



uMeryChristmaskodwa.

.

.

.
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"Youknow,iwasscared,andparanoidbutIhadto

breakout,ihadtodosomethingtosavemyself,i

didn'twanttobelabelledasoneoftheRape

Survivors,withpeopletellingmethatIamstrong

andeverythingwillgobackwithtime,I'llbefineand

iwillheal.Ihadtodosomething,iwasyoungandi



haddreamsIhadlifethatIwantedtolive.Being

rappedwasgoingtoruinmyselfconfidence,my

self-esteem.Somepeoplewarnedmeaboutthe

wayIdressed,theytoldmeIshowmybodytoall

thoseMenbecauseIlikeattention,andwhatever

happenedtomeideserveditandmore.Howsick

andtwistedarethepeopleinourcommunitiesare?

Shouldweleaveclothesbumshorts,Storydresses

atstoresandwearlongdressesasifweare

married?"

Shepausesandgulpdownthe3shotsinfrontof

her.

"PleasekeeptheShotscoming"sheburps.

I'veheardstorieshereonthisBar,butI'veneverfelt

painforapersonwhotellsmetheirstorybutthis

GirlinfrontmeismakingmeemotionalandI'mnot

eventhatemotional.

"Whathappened?WhatdidYoudo?"

Iaskherandshelooksatmewithtearyeyes.She

musn'tdothat,shemusn'tgivemethatface

otherwiseI'llcrytooandI'mnotevenprettywhenI



cry.

"Ikilledhim"shesaysanddowntheshot.

Myeyeswouldliterallypoprightnow,noIdidn't

hearhersayingthatthere'sloudmusichere,ididn't

hearherproperly.

"What?"Iaskagain,hopingshewon'tsaythething

shesaidagain.

"Ikilledhim,spent7yearsInJail.Wassupposedto

spend10yearsbutIgotoutbecauseofgood

behaviour.7yearsinPrison,JustbecauseIwas

protectingmyself,myVirginitymypride.Iwas

labelledasawhore,aTrumpandiwasalsolabelled

asahomewreckerbecausetheManthatwantedto

rapemewasamarriedman.NowtalkingtoyouI'm

homeless,don'thaveaplacetostayIdon'thave

family,I'monmyown.YesterdaywhenIgotoutI

foundmymotherwaitingformeoutside.Shegave

meR10000andabustickettoJohannesburg.She

savedmoneyformeallthesewithoutherhusband

who'smyfatherknowing.Myfathermade

everyonefrommyfamilytoturntheirbackatme



butmymotherneverDid,shetriedbyallmeansto

lietomyDadandcomevisit.Shesentmehereto

lookIforaJobandfendmyself.Withthemoney

shegavemeIwassupposedtofindaplacetorent

whilelookingforaJob,butwho'sgoingtohireme?

Anex-con?"

"Whywouldyourfatherdisownyou?"

"BecausetheManwashisbrother,myownuncle.

Hebelievedhisdeadbrothermorethanhisown

daughter.Hewastheonewhocalledthepoliceand

gotmearrested,hemadesurethatIrotinPrison"

Iquicklywipemytears.

"What'syournameandhowoldareyou?"

"I'm Elona,I'm25yearsold.Iwas18abouttoturn

19whenIgotarrested.I'mfromEastLondon"

Isigh

"I'mabouttoknockoffnow,myshiftwillendin30

minutes.Areyouwillingtocomehomewithme?"

Shelookedatmeandsmile

"Howwillyourfamilytakeme?"



"I'mstayingwithmyBestFriend"shelooksatme

thennod.

.

"MeryMery"

IsayasIwalkedInsidetheFlat.Okayshe's

sleepingtoday,sheworkedtilllatelastnightsoshe

camebackLaterandiwasworkingNightshift.

Merywalkedoutofherroomyawning.

"Morningbabes,sorryIdidn'tmakebreakfast"

"Noproblem"Isaidtakingoffmyshoes.

"Anddd"shesaidpointingatElona

"Ohsorrybra,She'sdrunkrightnowandiamtired

canwesleepthenI'lltellyouwhenIwakeup?

Okay?"

Shenods

"Don'tforgetyourAfternoonmeetingwith

Kungomusa"

Ohshit!



"PleasetakethepurpleJumpsuitoutandironitand

myblackheelsoutpleasebabes"

"Surelove"

IwalkedwithElonatomyroom,igaveheroneof

mynightdressandweslept.

.

I'minfrontofKhanyile&Co.I'mscaredtoget

Insideandthat'snotmeHaibo.

IwalkedInsidetheBuildingthenwenttothe

Receptionist.

"GoodAfternoon"

"GoodAfternoonma'amhowcanIhelpyou?"

Ahh,that'ssweet.Ain'tReceptionistsupposedto

beBitterandRude?Thisoneissweet.

"IhaveanAfternoonmeetingwithKungomusaI

meanMrKhanyile"

"YoumustbeAzania"

Inodded



"Alrighthereisavisitor'stag.Lastfloor,hisPAwill

bewaitingforyou"

"AlrightThankyou"

IwalkedtotheLifts,peopleherearemindingtheir

businessanddoingtheirbusiness.

AssoonasIgetInsidethelift,ifeellikeaboss

already.

Assoonastheliftpingsonthelastfloorthereare

only3doorsinthisfloor.

"YoumustbeAzania,MrKhanyileiswaitingfor

you"

Ilookatthebeautifulgirlinfrontofme.Shehas

Chineseeyesshe'saverybeautifulyellowboned

girl,withblondlocks.Kungomusa'sPAisthispretty

howdoesRitafeelabouther?Shewouldbefiredon

theSpotifKungomusawasmyboyfriend.

"Hello!"Sheclicksherfingersinfrontofmesmiling

hereyesaregettingsmallerasshesmiles,Argh

she'spretty.

"You'retoobeautifultobealesbian"



Haiboshemusn'tbeforward,who'slesbiannow?

"I'mstraightlove"Isaysmiling.

"Goodnowlet'sgetyoutoyourmeeting,areyoua

potentialclient?"

Sheasks,isthatthequestionsshehastoask.

"Yesapotentialclient"

YeahI'mthebosslady.

Heknocksonthelastdoorandopens,ididn'thear

anycomein.

"YourPotentialClientSir"

IlookatKungomusahewantstolaughbutstops

himself

"ThankyouThato,pleasebringuswater"

"Okaysir"

Shewalksout

"TakeaseatseatPotentialClient"

Irollmyeyesandsatdown.

ThePAknockedandopensheplacedatraywith



waterandglasses.

"WillthatbeallSir?"

"YesthankyouThato."

Shewalkedout.

"HowareyouAzania?"

Heunbuttonhisfirstbuttonandthesecondone.

DoesthismawantsmetoRapehim?

"I'mgoodMusahowareyou?"

HaibobreathAzania,Luncumopleasetakeover

Azaniaisagonegirl,HowcouldsheNickname

Kungomusayhoo.

"I'mgoodthanks,IlikethewayyousaymyName.

Youlikeshortcutshuh?"

NoIlikeyou

"Yeah,Yournameislong,icouldrunoutofbreath"

Helaughs,thatwasn'tevenfunnybutit'sOkay,i

likehimmorewhenhelaughs.

"Isee,let'sgettobusiness"



BoomallofaSundayheisserious,nahhemusn't

killmyvibe,allicatchispositivevibesnotnegative

vibes.

"Pleasestopbeingseriousyouarenotcute"

LuncumoIsaidtakeover!!

"Yousayso?"

He'ssmirking,DevilbetternottrymetodayI'm

God'sfavouriteChild.

"WhyamIhereMusa?"

"IwantYoutoworkforus"

Iseatalittlebitmorecomfortable.

"How?I'mnotevenqualified"

"Wewilltakeyoutoschoolandyou'llinternand

whenyouGraduateyou'llfullybeapartofthe

MarketingCompany"

"IfI'mthatgoodwillImaketheMarketingDirector?"

Helooksatmeandsmile

"Youarejustlikeme,you'llhavetoproveyourself"



HayiIdidn'thearthelastpart,iheardthatI'mjust

likehim

"Soyou'llpayformyfees?"

"ThecompanyWill,Ifyoufailwepulloutandthere's

nothingwecando.Wewillpullyououtonour

company"

Inodded

"That'sfine,byme"

"Youapplied?"

"Yes,I'llbestartingnextyear"

"YouwillstartbeinganInternAssoonasyoustart

withyourfirstyear"

Inodded

"Thankyousomuch,butwhyme?"

"IsawapotentialinyouthedayImetyou.You

askedmeaboutbusiness,howIstarted,younever

askedmeaboutmypersonalstuff.Youtoldme

aboutyourself,yourdreamswhatyouwanted,i

couldseeitinyoureyesthatyouwantedallofthis



sothat'swhyIaskedyoutocomeandmeetme.

Youhavearighttosaynoifyoudon'twantto,

you'renotforcedto"

Inod

"IwantthisMusa,iknowmyparentswon'tbe

happyaboutmydecisionandwhatIchoosefor

myself.IfItakethisandstartbeinganInternbythe

timethatIGraduateIcouldmakeaMarketing

Director,that'sabigpositionforme.Asangryas

theywouldbe,theywillbeproudofmesothis

couldworkoutforme"

Hesmiled

"Ilikeyou"

Hesaidleaningonhischair,iamnotgoingtoblush

atall,Devilisaliar.

"Don'tyouneedacleaner?"

He'sshockedaboutmyquestion

"Doyouwanttoworkascleaner?"

"AfriendofmineneedsaJobit'sjustthatshehasa

record,shejustcameoutfromJail."



He'sshockedagain,ikindalikeseeinghisface

confusedandshocked

"Itwasaselfdefence,Shekilledaguywhowanted

toRapehersoshegotaArrestedsinceshecouldn't

evenaffordalawyer"

He'ssadandpitiful

"Howoldisshe?"

"25,shewas18whenshegotarrested"

Heshakeshishead.

"I'llseewhatIcando,givemeyournumberplease"

TheDevilisaLiarhecan'tgetoverme!AhhhLawd,

ThisisthepartwhereIsayGodliterallydoeshave

myback.

"Surewhynot"

HegavemehisPhone,MaZuluisthewallpaper.

"YourMotherisreallybeautiful,andshelooks

youngtoo"

Hesmiles



Igavehimhisphone.

"Who'sLuncumo?"

"It'sme,that'smyFirstName.Peoplewhocallsme

bythatnamefirstearnsit"

Helaughs

"Really?"

IshruggedanddranktheWater,iwouldn'tleave

withoutdrinkingthewaterthatwasbroughtforme

byaverybeautifulwoman.

"YouhaveabeautifulName,whatdoesitmean?"

"YhooGoogleit,I'mnotsayinganything"

Itakeanothersipfromthewater.

"You'reveryimpossible"

Ilaugh

"IsthemeetingOver?I'mworkingnightshift"

"Whereareyouworking?"

"Aclub,I'mtheBarman.Iusuallydothemixesand

alsoservepeople.Ialsolistentotheirdrunkstories,



that'swhatkeepsmeinterestedandmakesmelove

myJob"

"Listeningtopeople'sproblems?"

"Yep,I'mtheirconfidant"

HelaughsandChuckles

"Letmewalkyouout,beforewespendanother

time"

HesayswearinghisBlazer.IwonderwhatMaZulu

wasdrinkingandeatingwhenshewaspregnant.

GodtookhistimecreatingthisMan.

Ifollowbehindhim

"GoodbyeAzania"

Thebeautifulladysayssmiling,ArghI'mnot

Lesbianbutwhyisshemakingmeone.

"ByeBeautiful"

Haibo,iquicklylookawayfromherandwalkfaster.

"YouhaveacrushonThato?"

NahDummy,ihaveacrushonyou



"Maybe,idon'tknow.Ihavetocheckmysexuality

first"

Isaygettinginsidethelift,hefollowslooking

Gobsmacked.

It'sonlymeandhiminsidethislift,mythoughtsare

hiwire.AllIwantistokisshimandhavehimherein

thisfourwalkedmachine.

YhoothyshallnotleadmeintotemptationAmen.

Thisissomeone'sMan,butasIsaidAzaniais

Jezebelshe'snastyandLuncumoisasweetheart.

Theliftpings,we'reontheGroundFloor,thankGod

ofAbrahamtheDevilwastotallywalkingonmy

toeshewastryingmeanddirtyingmythoughts.

"MyRideishere,ByeMusa"

"ByeNcumo"hewinksatme.

YhooDevildon'tyoudaretestme.

IquicklyrunandgetInsidethecar.

"Hello"IquicklygreettheUberdriver.

Iseatback,Devil'sagentsaretrulyworkingover

time,theyareleadingmeon.



I'mgladhehasmyNumber,Godyoucamethrough

onceagain.

.
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"Howdidthemeetinggo?"

HaibouMeryChristmas,ihaven'teventakenaseat

yet,shebombersmewithQuestions.

"IjustgotmyselfFunding,whereisLona?"

"Whyyoudidn'ttellmeaboutherstory?"

"IwastiredwhenIcameback,andihadtorushto

mymeetingwithMusa"



"OhYeahI'msorry,icriedwhenshetoldme.How

couldsomemenbethiscruel.Ineededyounextto

me,youthestrongone"

"Letmeshockyou,icriedtoobabes"

Isaidwalkingtothekitchen,ineedtochowand

sleep"

Iwarmedupmyfood

"Areyouokaywithherstayingwithus?"

IaskedassoonasIsatnexttoher.

"Noproblemhoney,Sheremindsmeofyou.The

sweeterversionofyou"

"AndI'mthesourone,YhoMeryChristmas"

Iatethefood

Lonacametous,stillwearingmynightdress.

"Didyoushower?"

Iasked,ihavetomakesure.I'mveryhygienic,andi

likeacleanplace.

"YeahIDid,idon'thaveclothestowear"



"Youarethesamesizeasme,youshould'vetaken

something"

Isaystillchowing

"Tomorrowweareoffsowearedefinitelygoingfor

shopping"

OkayIknowMeryChristmasisalreadybudgeting

withthatR10kmoney,ifit'sstillR10k.

"Ihavenoproblem,Areyouworkingtonight?"

"Meryistheonlyonewho'sworking,shewillcome

backatMidnight"

"Okay,IwanttothankyouGuysfortakingme,i

didn'tknowwheretogothat'swhyIwasatthatclub

tillthemorningit'ssimplybecauseIwasalreadyin

Town,I'veneverbeentoJohannesburgIjust

wantedtogetIntoxicatedsothatshouldanything

badhappensIwillbetoointoxicatedtoremember.

Soonceagainthankyougirls,howmuchisRent

moneysothatIcangiveyouhalffor2months

whileI'llbetryingtolookforaJob"

Ilookather,thisgirlishurting.Forthefirsttimein



mylifeI'vedonesomethingGood,ihopeGodthat

increasestheBackupyouhaveforme.

"It'sokayNcumoandiwillbepayingtherentmoney

tillyougetmoneytomeetushalfway.Allyoucan

doistobuyusisGrocerythat'sAll,wecan'trelyon

you.Youareunemployed.Justdousonething"

IhopeMeryChristmasdoesn'twanthertobuyus

clothes,actuallyshealreadybudgeted.

"WhatisIt?"

IlookatMeryshelooksserious,ohGodintervene

sofast.

"Itrustyou,pleasedon'tbreakourtrust.Yousee

everythinginthisApartment?It'sourownbloodand

sweat,wewalked48hourswearingheelsstanding

andservingpeople,ittookusourpridetogetthat

kindofJob,it'snotaJobtobeproudaboutbutit

paysthebills.Soshouldyoumesswithus,honeyit

won'tbesweetitwillgetsourreallyfast.Luncumo

isnotonetobemessedwith,youshouldbescared

ofherbabes.Soyoustealfromus,oryoutryto

jeopardiseourhustle,Luncumowon'tlikethatat



all."

HaibouMery!Howcanshesaythat?Isthiswhite

girlfineinherhead?I'moneofthebiggestcowards

you'lleverfind,I'mbigonthemouthbutnotbyfists.

Isigh,idon'tknowhowtoreacttothatstatement.

"Meryisright,don'tbreakourTrust,itrustyou

enoughjusttoletyousleepwithmeeverydayI'm

homeandallowyoutosleepaloneifI'mworking

nightshift.ItrustyouLonababes,ihatebeinga

badperson.Andlet'spleaserespectoneanother

andtalktoeachotherifthere'saproblem.Even

thoughMeryandiarebestfriends,she'solderthan

mesometimesshehastostepupandputonsome

bigsister'sshoes.ShetellsmewhenI'mwrongand

adviceme,sodoI.Sometimesyou'dthinkI'molder

thanherwhenIknocksomesensesintoher

Christmasheard.SoLonayou'reolderthanme,if

youthinkI'mwrongsomewhereyouhaveeachand

everyrighttoseatmedownandtalktome,evenI

willseatyoudownifyou'vedonesomethingcrazy.

Areweonthesamepage?"



Shesmiled

"Yeah,Ididn'tknowWeareolderthanyouthought"

"HaiboLona,inallthatIsaidyoutookouttheage

matter!IwasKidding,I'molderthanyoutwo"

Istoodupandwalkedtothekitchenandrinsedthe

plateIwasusing.

Iwalkedbacktomyringingphone

"WhoIsit?"

IaskedMerywho'sseatednexttomyphone.

"PrivateNumber"

OhIhopeit'snotthatidiotwhodrivesGolf

"Yeah"

Ireallyhatepeoplewhocallusingprivatenumber,

andthere'snoJobpeoplewhocallusingaprivate

number.

"HawuNcumoisthathowyouansweryhophone

call?"

DidisayIhatepeoplewhocallusingprivate



number?ArghIwasKiddingy'all.Iactuallylove

them,iadorethem.

"IanswerlikethatifsomeonecallsmewithPrivate

Number"

Isayseatingdown

"Ohsorry,aboutyourfriend.IhaveaJobforher,is

shetoughthough?"

IlookedatLona,ifshecankillandhaveno

consciencethensheisdamtough.

"Yessheis,whyareyouaskingthatthough?"

"ShewillworkwithJunior,Juniorhasfired5PA'sin

thisperiodof10months.Soisyourfriendwillingto

beaPA?"

"Shedoesn'thaveexperiencethough"

"Don'tworryaboutthat,Thatowillteachherthe

ropesdon'tworry"

"Thatothebeautifulwoman?"

"You'vefiguredyoursexuality?"

"Yeah,ithinkI'mbisexual.I'mattractedtoher



pleasesendmehernumber"

"YounotgettingitSorry"

HeeHaibothisMan

"Sowhenisshestarting?"

"Tomorrow,8amshemustbewithThato.Asofnext

weekshewillstartworkingwithJunior"

"I'llaskhertogetThato'snumberforme"

"IfsheneedsthisJobshewon'tdothat"

"mxxm,I'llgetthemmyself"

"That'swhatyoushould'vedoneinthefirstplace"

HeethisZuluMan

"Khanyile"

IcanhearRita'svoicesayingthat,irollmyeyes.

Yeahit'sconfirmedthisChildisDevil'sagentfor

good,She'sthetrustedoneeven.

"Pleasesureyoutwoladiesarehereat8am,meet

Thatosothatyoucantakehernumbers"

"Wewillbethere,don'tworry."



"Alright,HaveaGoodnightNcumo"

HaiboMan,Ritaisnexttoyou.WhowhomstisShe

tometheChildofGod?

"HaveaGoodnightMusa"

MeryChristmasclapsherhands

"YouarelateforworkMery"

Isaylookingeverywherebutnother

"TillIcomeback,letmeleaveyoutwo.Bye"

"Byehoney"

Shetakesherleave,I'm leftwithLona.

"Lonaareyoutoughbabes?"

"Whyareyouaskingmethat?"

"IgotyouaJob,buttherequirementisforyouto

betough"

"WhatkindofaJobisthat?DoIhavetobeafemale

BouncerinthatClubyoudropfrom?"

"No,Youwillbesomeone'sPA.Butthepersonis

veryRudeandInconsiderate,he's hardonpeople.



Hehasfired5PA'sinthisperiodoftime.Willyou

beablesomeonelikethat?"

Shesighs

"Yeah,ihandledworse.I'llbeabletoDoso,isthere

anythingelse?"

"No,it'sallofthat.HeknowsthatyouhaveaRecord,

theCEOismyfriend.HeistheonethatIwas

talkingwith,andtheGuyyouwillbeworkingwithis

hislittlebrother."

IsMusaReallymyfriend,orI'mblowingmyvery

ownhorn?

"Ohokay,ThankyouLuncumobabe.Idon'tknow

howtothankYou,youtookmeinandyou'vejust

gotmetheJob.PeoplealwayssaidJoburgpeople

alwayswantsomethinginreturn,whatdoyou

want?"

"YourtrustandLoyaltyplusyourbackthat'sall.I'm

notfromhere,I'mfromtheEasternCapetoo,my

parentsdon'tknowthatI'mnotastudent.I'mlying

tomyparents,theythinkI'mworkingonMedicine

degree,butI'mjustaBartenderbabes.I'llstart



schoolnextyearit'sonly2monthsthat'sleft.In

weekstimeIhavetobeinEasternCapewithFake

resultssothatmyparentsbelieveI'mstillworking.

ThereasonItookyouin,it'sonlybecauseIfeltfor

You,iunderstoodyourpainandihelpedwhereI

can."

"Thankyousomuch,trustme.I'llrepayyouwith

thatokay?Trust,Loyaltyandmyback.Iknowyou

haveminesoyouworrynottoo."

Ismiled

"CanIaskyousomethingpersonalbeforewe

sleep?"

"Yesyoucan"

"Yousaidyoukilledhimsimplybecauseyoudidn't

wanttobepartofthestatistics,yourefusedforhim

totakeyourvirginityaway.Areyoustillavirgin?I

meanthingshappensintheprison.Youhavea

righttodon'tanswermyquestionifyoudon'twant

to"

"IwillanswerYou.IhadtobreakmyVirginityfor

protection,ihadtoprotectmyselfsothatIcan'tbe



aslavetosomeoneorIcan'tbekilledorbe

someone'swife.Ihadtosleepwithprisonwardens

justtomakesureIlivefreelyandunbothered.Idid

thatforfull7years,idon'tregretanyofit.Ihavea

peaceful7years,iwouldsleep,wakeupdothe

dutiesoftheday,relaxandsleep.Iwantbothered

byanyone,soIdon'tregretanything"

"IamsosorrythishadtohappenedtoyouIjust

hopeyouforgivedyourselffirst,thenforgivedyour

uncle,yourfatherandtherestifthefamily

memberswhowerenotbyyourside.Ijustwantyou

toknowthatI'mhereforyou,idon'tknowwhetherit

wasbecauseyouweredrunkinthemorningor

whatyouwerehavingnightmares.Iknowa

therapistfromschool,sheislikeamothertomei

cantalktoheryouknow.Youcantalktoher,you

needtotalktosomeoneLona,youcan'tbottleyour

feelings.I'llgiveheracall,sinceyouwillbeworking

duringtheweek,youcanmeetherduringweekends.

Iamnottakingnoforananswer"

Shesmiled

"AlrightIwilldoit,onceagainthankyou"



"Yeahyouwelcome,yhoenoughwiththe

depressingtopic.Let'sgoandsleepIdidn'trest

enoughandI'mworkingnightshifttomorrowIneed

alltherest.TomorrowwehavetobeInthatoffice

by8amsharp,Musaisverypunctual"

"WhoisMusa?"

"TheCEO,solet'sgoandsleep"

"YoudatingtheCEO?"

IlaughedyhoIwish,onlythemainmanGodwho

knowshowIwishtobedatingthatHandsomeman.

AndIknowmyGodisn'tsleepingatall,he's

planningonhowtodealwiththatDevil'sagentfirst

sothathecanmakeawayforme.

"Nah,I'minterestedingirls,Musaandiweareonly

friendsBabes.Ohrelaxyounotmytype,idon'tdate

darkskinnedandbigeyes.Idateyellowmellows

withChineseeyes,you'llseemyFirstgirlfriend

tomorrow"

IfMusaistobemyManThatomuststandaside,

shetooprettyforMusa.Onlymewho'ssuitedfor

Musa,evenmymotherinlawlikesme.SoI'llget



Thatoclosertomesoshedoesn'teventhinknor

dreamaboutmyMan.Iwouldendupincoma

shouldshedreamaboutmyMan,haaIcan'teven

breathjustthinkingaboutit.

.
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"Areyoutheonegoingforworkorme?"



LonaaskingmakingherwayInsideholdingtwo

cupsofcoffee.

"ThankYoufortheCoffee,NoIjustwannalook

Good.DoIlookGood?"

Shelaughs

"Andyousayyou'refriendswithCEO,babygirlI've

beenIthisworldlikeforever"

"Goodforyou."

Ifixmyafro,todayIfeellikewateringaweavefor

thefirsttimeinmylifebutI'm decidingnotto.

"IsMerystillsleeping?"

Iaskasiworemyheels.

"Yeah,shecamebacklatearound3am.Arewe

takingataxi"

"Nothere'saTaxifyguywhowepayeverymonthto

takeuseverywhere,heisevenwaitingforus

outsidelet'sgo"

Itookmybagandwalkedoutshewasfollowingme.

"HeyZee,thisisLonaandLonathisSeeourTaxify



Guy.LonawillbeusingyoutooZeeshewillpay

monthend"

"Okaymysistait'sfinenaa,she'safinegirl"

"ogahwait,she'snotyourtypedrive"

LonaLaughedatmyNigerianAccent

"Youworkingtoday?"

"YeahI'mworking,I'llgothereaftermeetingThato."

"Who'sthisThato?"

Idon'tanswerher,she'sfromtheprisonthisone.

Shecancomeandsnatchmygirlfriend,she'sbeen

checkingmeouttoo.

"YouthinkI'mgoingtotakeherawayfromyou?"

"Saywhat?"

"I'mstraightbabygirl,idodicksostressfree"

"Zeecloseyourearsmyfriendyhothisgirl"

.

WewalkedtotheReceptionist

"MissAzaniahelloagain"



Ismileather

"Hey,I'mwithLona.MrKhanyileisexpectingus"

"Thatowillbetherewaitingforyou"

Ismiledandtookthevisitor'scards

"Can'twaittomeetthefamousThato"

"Pleasedon'tembarrassme"

Isaywalkinginsidethelift

"Ifyoudon'tembarrassyourselffirst"

Ilookatherwithmymurderlook,sheliftherhands

upinsurrender.

Theliftpingswebothgetoutatthesametime.

Theresheislookingallsnatched,likeamillion

dollarbaby.She'srichthisone,somewhereinChina

herfatherisarichman.

"Ncumohey"

AhhGodshecalledmebymynickname

"ThatoHi,thisismyfriendLona,LonathisisThato"

"HeyLona,iguessyou'retheoneI'llbeshowingthe



ropesright?"

"Yeah,It'snicetomeetyouThatoyou'rebeautiful

bytheway"

Ilookatherbutshelooksaway

"Thankyoulona"

"letmeGoandgreetKungomusaI'llbebacktoyou

Okay?"

"Okay"

"Yeywenalet'sgo"

ItakeherhandandknockedinMusa'soffice

Wewalkedinside,thereheislookingallhandsome

andstuff.

"Ncumohi"

Ismile

"Musa,youlookgood"

"Thankyou,youlookBeautifultoo.NowIseewhat

mymotherwastalkingabout"

"Ohreally?"



"Yeah,youAreabeautifulwomanNcumo.I'mnot

homophobicorwhateverbutbeingalesbian

doesn'tsuityou"

"Shutthebackdoor,youdon'tsay"

"What?"He'sconfused

"Nothing"helaughedandshookhisheadit'swhen

henoticedLona.

"Ohsorryforthebadmanners,youmustbethe

friend"

"Yes,UhmLonathisistheCEOofthisCompany

KungomusabutheisMrKhanyiletoyou"

NcumoyouneedtogetyouractStraightorshould

wecallAzaniaQuick?WhatactuallydoIwant?

"Yesma'am,HelloMrNkanyileI'mLonaDyasi"

"It'snicetoknowyouLona."

Silence,Someoneshouldsaysomething.Idon'tlike

thewayMusaislookingatmeby.

"SoImustleaveotherwiseI'llbelateforwork"

"Yougoingtowork?"



Hestandsupfromhischair,Whyishewearing

casual?

"YeahI'mworkingaDayshift"

"Comeletmedropyouoffatwork,Icamehereto

fetchsomefewfilesI'mworkingfromhometoday"

"Ican'tsaynotoafreeride"

Helaughed

Wewalkedoutalltogether.

"LonathisisThato,shewillbeteachingallthe

basicsaboutbeingaPA."

"Yeswe'vemet,thankyousomuchforgivingme

thisjob,ireallyappreciateit"

"Yourfriendhadyourback,youshouldn'tbe

punishedforwhathappenedinthepast.Allyou

needtodoistoforgetandworkhard,youare

strongIsee"

"ThankyousomuchMrKhanyile"

"AlrightNcumoyou'llfindmedownstairsokay?"

InodandlookedatThato.



"LetmeGoandwaitinsidejusttogiveyoutimeto

talkbeforeyouleave"Thatosayswalkingaway

"PleasecanIhaveyournumbersifyoudon'tmind"

"Idon'tmindatallbabes"

Itookoutmyphoneandgaveittoher,shewrote

hernumberandsavedthem.

"Thankyou"

"Youarewelcome"

Shewalkedaway,Lonahitmeonmyshoulder

"OuchwenaDevil'sPAwhatthefuckwasThatfor?"

"Youdidn'ttellmetheCEOisthisHot"

Yeahshe'sreallytheDevil'sPA

"HaiboLonathatmanisofflimit,he'sina

Relationship"

"Withwho?"

"SomeDevil'sAgentwethuitdoesn'tmatter.Will

youabletocallzee?"

"Yeahthisphoneworks,iwillcallyouorMeryifZee



isnotansweringthephone"

"CallMeryfirstshewillbeathomelazingaround"

"Okay,bythewaythatGuylikesyou!"

"WhichGuyNow?"

"Musa"

Shesaywalkingaway,Iliedshe'sGod'sPA,she

must'veheardGodtalkingaboutmyfutureplans,so

sheknowthatMusaismine,I'mGod'sfavourite

Childkaloksonowiknow.

Ismiledandwalkedtothelift

.

MusaisbusytalkingwiththeReceptionist,ihaven't

seenMusasmilingorlaughingwithhisStufforin

oneofhisinterviewsheisalwayschucklingor

smirking.Heneversmile,itwasmyfirsttime

hearinghimlaughwhenwefirsttalked,hehasa

beautifulsmileandaverycontagiouslaughterit

makeshimmorehandsome.

"Youdonewitheverything?"



"YeahI'mdone,wecango"

Wewalkedtohiscar,heopenedthedoorforme.No

ex-manofminehaseveropenedadoorforme.

Phofwhereweretheygoingtoopenthedoorfrom?

Theydidn'tevenownevenscooterbike.

Godoncepunishedmeyho,ioncedatedeDruggie

iPhara!

YeahtogoistoSeeforreal.

"Youokay?"

"YeahI'mfine,justthinkingaboutunimportant

people"

"Wannashare?"

"Yourcarsmellsnice,isitlavender?"

"I'maManNcumo,Lavenderisyourthing.There's

nothingjustthecarspray"

Ilookathim,yeahwhentheysaydreamsdocome

truetheyreallydo.Whowould'vethought?Me

seatednexttomyCrush,himtakingtowork?

"Whydoyoukeeponzoningout?"



"Idon'tknow,ihavetwopersonalitiesfightingeach

other.Eachofthemwantstotalktoyou,I'm

confused"

He'sconfusedbythelookheisgivingme

"AzaniaandLuncumo.Azaniaistheratchetone,

thenLuncumoisthecoolandniceone.Azaniasays

crazythings"

Helaughed

"Youmade2personalities?"

"Yeah,sometimesIsaystuffI'mjustthinkingabout.

LikesayingIloveyou,thenlaterregretitthat's

Azaniashe'scrazylikethat"

"Soyoudoloveme?"

"Haveyouneverheardofe.g.?Example?"

Helaughed

"Youarecrazy,iguessAzaniahastakenherplace"

"Maybeasazi"

Hesmilesandendupsmilingtoo



"Youreallyarebeautiful,youhaveabeautiful

smile."

Ilookaway

He'stryingtocharmme,theDevilisaliar!.

"Thankyou"

Ismilethenlookedoutsidethewindow.I'm

catchingfeelingsforthisguy,ithoughtitwasjusta

crushandnothingmore.Hehasagirlfriendthathe

lovedthemost,there'snochancewhatsoever.
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"WhathaveyoubroughtusfromJohannesburg?"

"WhereareyourResults?"

Ihaven'tevenbeenathomeformorethan5

minutesbutI'mbeingaskedQuestions,This

DecemberwillbeaveryLongDecemberforme.

"PleasecanyouletmeRestforaWhilethenIwill

beabletotalk?"

"LuncumaAzaniaJolaSundiphambanisa!"

Whymymotherislikethisthough?Idon'teven

knowwhyIcamefromherwomb.

ItookouttheFakeResultsfromWitsandgaveitto

her.

"Whereismyfather?"

SheisconcentratedontheResultsmorethan



anything.

HaibothisWomanwhyisshelikethis?

"Mama!"

Ihalfshout

"YhuuLuncumo,apersoncan'tevenReadher

child'sresultsinpeace?YourFatherisinthekraal

Outside"

Yeahneh?Parentsmnk.

Iwalkedoutandleftherexamingmyresults.Iwen

tothekraalwheremyfatherisseatednextto.He's

drinkingCoffeeinthisscotchingsunyhoooldage

people.

"Tata"

"Ncuncuwam"

HesayssmilingnowIknowwhereIgetthelooks

from,myfatherishandsomeevenonhisoldage.

"Unjani"

Isigh,itakeaseatnexttohim.



"I'mgoodTata,youknowhowyourwifecanbe.I

haven'trestedbutshehasalreadyshoutedatme"

Helaughsandshakeshishead

"UnjaniwenaTata?"

"I'mgoodtoomychild,eventhoughIwasn'tfeeling

goodinthepast2weeksIguessI'vebeensensing

yourArrival"

Ismiled,eyyI'madaddy'sgirlinmymother'sbody

andmind.

"HowwasJohannesburgandschool?"

"ItwasokayIguess,schoolkeptmebusythat'sall.

AllIwanttodoistomakeyouproudthat'sall"

Hesmiles,ihatelyingtothisManbutshouldItell

himthatIdroppedoutofuniversityhewould

disownmewithoutevenhearingmyreasons

whatsoever.

"Ihopeyou'renotbusywithanythingorMenthere.

Studiesshouldbetheonlythingthatkeepsyou

busynotmen"

Inodinagreement



"NcuncuwhatareyoueatinginThere?You'reso

skinnymychild,It'sgoodthingthatyou'reherefor

theDecemberholidaysyourmotherwillcookfor

you"

Iknewmyweightwouldbeanissue,ilostweight

becauseoftheJobiwasdoing.Theendless

nightshifts,extraWaitressingJobs,sleeplessnights.

Ididn'tfreemyselfthatmuchbecauseIneededthe

money.

"YoursisterandBrotherwillbeJoiningyouin

Johannesburgtoo,Iwasthinkingofrentingan

ApartmentforthethreeofYoutostayalltogether

andtheNSFASmoneyyouwilluseitforpersonal

stuffandGroceceries"

Isigh,TheTwinsaredoingGrade12thisyearso

nextyearit'sobvioustheyaregoingtoVarsity.

"It'sokayTata,ihavenoproblemwithstayingthem"

Henodded

"LetmeGoandfetchSikelelwaandMigcobo.

Sikelelwawillbethrowingtantrumsshewantedto

waithereathometillyouarrive"



"Idon'twanttoseesoon,she'stoodramaticforme"

Isaidstandinguptoo

"SaysthemostDramaticperson"

Ilaugh

"PleasebringmewineDaddy"

"InevertaughtyouHowtodrinkAlcohol"

HaiboJesu'scousinAbraham!

Hewalkedaway,MyfatherownsaSupermakert

andaTavern.It'stheonlyTavernyou'llfindherein

ourVillagebutyou'llfindClubsinTown.This

TarvenismoreLikeaClub,itgetfullduring

holidays.LastyearwehadtoUpgradeforpeople

likeuswhocomefromJoburgandothersfrom

CapeTownsotherehadtobeVIPArea,It'savery

sophisticatedTavernitalsoisaChisaNyama.

IknowTomorrowI'llbestartingmyduties,that's

wheretheBartendingbegan,fromhome.MyFather

doesn'tlikehiringpeople,BoththeChisaNyama

andSupermarkethasfamilymembers,mycousins,

AuntsandUncles.



IwalkedInsidethehouse.

"LuncumoAzaniaJolaComeHere!"

Whatisshemadatnow?

"Mama"

"WeneversentyoutoUniversitytogeta68%.What

happenedtoDistinctionsinallyourModules?"

Isigh

"I'lltrytodobetternextyear,Mamayoushouldbe

proudthatigotDistinctionsinotherModules,itried

mybest"

"Wellyourbestisn'tenough,ButCongratulations

asizubasathini,butgetthatdistinctioninthat

module"

Shesaidwalkingaway

"Yesma'am"Isaidandwalkedtomyroomoutside.

Ilaunchedmyselfonmybed,myphonerang.

It'sKungomusa,Musaandi?IcouldsayWeare

friends,goodfriendsthesepast2weekswegot

closehewouldcometotheclubjusttoseemeor



hewouldcalljustRandomly.

"MusaHey"

IsayChirpy

"Wedon'tsaywhenwearriveinEasternCape?"

Ilaugh

"IfyouknewthisistheonlytimeI'mfree,sinceI've

arrivedIhadtotalkwiththeparentsfirst"

"Iunderstand,HowisEveryone?"

HaiboJehovahongcwele,Howdoesthatconcern

him?OhwefriendsIforgot

"Theyaregood.Ihaven'tseentheTwinsyet,but

DadwenttofetchedthemfromtheSupermarket

andTavern"

"Oh,sowhenareyoucomingback?ImissYou?"

ThankGodI'moverthephoneotherwiseIwould

hatetohidethisblush.

"Idon'tknowmaybeafterMigcoboandSikelelwa

theTwinshavegottentheirStatementofResults.

TheyarecomingwithmebacktoJozi,theywillbe



studyingthere"

"Dotheyknowyoudroppedout?"

"No,theywon't.NowIwillbestudyingmosNext

year,soI'lltrymybesttohideit.Icantellthem

whenI'minJoburgandtellthemthereasonInever

toldanyone"

"OhIsee,Imissyouevenmommissesyou"

Yeah,he'smommy'sboythisone.

"Imisshertoo,iwillcallher"

MaZuluandiareclose,asIsaidalothashappened

inthepast2weeks.Wewenttohavelunchand

wenttoherhousetowashherhair,igotpaidandi

didn'tsaynoevenGodwillbemadatmeifIwould

declinesuchmoney.

"Soyoudon'tmissme?"

DoImisshim?OfcauseImisshim.

"YeahImissyoutoo"

"Wasthathard?"

TheDevilbetternotstartwithme,nottoday.



"Pleasedon'tstartwithme"

Helaughed,ijustwanttoseehisfacewhenhe

laughs.

"ArethereanyBnB'sthere?SothatwhenImissyou

alotiwouldcome."

Let'sforgetaboutthefactthathehasinsultedan

EntireQueenstownByaskingifwehaveBnB.Let's

focusonthepartwherehewouldcomeherejustto

seeme,meGod'sFavouritedaughterLuncumo

AzaniaJolayhoyeahinhonest,togoistosee!

"FirstlywedohaveBnB'shere,whywouldyou

comeallthewayHere?"

"Youmyfriendright?"

Inodasifhecanseeme

"Iknowyou'reprobablynoddingyourbigheadnow"

Helaughs,HaibothisMan!Hemust'veforgotten

thatI'minEasternCape,theUndergroundgang

wouldstrikehimdownwiththunderforsayingmy

headisbig.He'sinsultingmyfather,igotthis'big

head'frommyFather.



"DidyoujustsayIhaveaBighead?"

Helaughsmore,Modimo!

"Ididn'tmeanitthatway,Justrelax"

Ismile,ijustwannaseehisface

"Let'sfacetimesothatyoucanseehowseriousi

amwhenItellyouwheretofuckoff"

Helaughshard,myphoneisevenVibratingfrom

hisBaritone.

"Justsayyouwantseemyface"

"YehakeFriend,doyouwannafacetimeorWhat?"

Hedropsthecallandcallbyvideocall,ianswerit.I

comeacrosshishandsomeface,he'ssmiling.

"Tellmetofuckoffthen"

Haibothatwasamexcusetoseehisfacewhatsuup

withLucifer'slastborn.

"Whydidyousaymyheadisbig?"

"IwasjokingwithYou,idon'tknowwhyyoudidn't

laugh"



Irollmyeyes

"GoodbyeKungomusa"

"Haiboyoureallyangry?"

YouseeZuluMen?Theydon'thavesensesIjust

saidGoodbyebuthethinksIamangry.

"Iamnotangry,ijustheardmyFather'scardrives

in,anymomentmysisterandBrotherwillbehere"

Hejustnodsandlooksatme

"IfeelbetterNow,justseeingyourface.Whydidn'tI

thinkaboutvideocallingYouatfirst"

Ilaugh

"Kalokyourmindgoeshiwirewhenthinkingabout

me"

Helaughsandsmilesandshakehishead

"YousaidGoodbyeright?"Heasks.

Ilaugh

"AmItouchingsomeplaces?"

"Heyyyysis!!"



Sikelelwasaidcomingin.

"IguesswewillhavetocutourCallshort"

IsaywithaBrokenheart,idon'tknowwhatthis

blackchildwantsinmyroom.

"AlrightI'llcallyoubeforeIsleep"

"Alright"

Idroppedthecall,ilookedatsikiewithmyforehead

creasedandmyeyebrowsraised.

"Iamsosorry"

"Joladidn'traiseyoutojustburgeinsomeone's

roomwithoutknocking.Wheredidyouleaveyour

manners?BytheGate?"

"OkaydeputyparentIsaidI'msorry,toomuchfor

missingmybigsister"

ShesulksyhuuhaikeIdidn'tsignupforthis.

ItakeapaperbagwithashirtandboyfriendJeans

thatshewanted.

"Willthismakeyouforgiveyourbigsister?"



Isaidpassingthepaperbagtoher,shetakesout

theclothesandscreams.

"Arghyaziwena!"Sherunstomeandhugsme..

"CanwegoinsidebeforeDragonladyshouts"

ShelaughsandwalkedoutitaketheotherPaper

bagwithMigcobo'sNikeSneakers.Hesentthe

pictureafewdaysago,askinghowcoolarethe

sneakersandiknewhemeantIshouldbuythem

forhim.

IamstudentintheireyessowheretheythinkIget

themoneytobuygiftsfrom?Yhuuha.aIwishIwas

theonlychild,andDragonladywillaskabouther

Gift..

WewalkedInsidethehouse,theywereseatedInthe

loungewithMigcoboeatingApple.

"HeyBigSis"yhothisChildisevenTallerthanme.

MaramyDad'sHandsomenessrubbeditselftoall

hiskids,iamnotsayingDragonLadyisnotpretty

butwedon'tevenlooklikeher,weonlyhaveher

earswhicharesmallandI'mgratefulforthat.

ImaginemewithsuchabigHead,bigearsYhuu



ha.aI'mtraumitisedbyjustthinkingaboutit.

"HeyBoyza,pleasecheckhowcoolaremy

sneakers"

Igivehimthepaperbag,SikieisnowhereInsight

I'msureshewenttocheckiftheclothesfither.

"YhooBiggie!theseArecooldawgyagotthem,

can'twaittoflexwiththeseDawgawesis!"

Yeahhe'scoolkid.Dadhatethe'Dawg'name,i

hateittooshame.

"YouaregoingtothemountainthisWeekend,Wait

forthemnextyear.GivemethoseBoots,ipraythis

SkrrSkrrAttitudeisjustaboyPhasewhenyou

comebackasaManyouwillstopcallingpeople

dogs"

Ican'thelpbutlaugh,DidDadjustcalledSneakers

Boots?

YeahMigcoboisgoingtotheBundusforhis

Initiation.MeryandLonawillbehereforuMgidiand

myheartwantsMusatobeheretoo.Idon'tknow

Why,butmyheartwantshimhereIprayhecanbe



availablehewouldbemybiggestflex,mymother

wouldcallanEntirevillageplustheChiefandhis

wivesjusttoshow-off.

.

.
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.

"CelaBlacklabeleziy2sisteri"

Itaketwoblacksandgivehim,andgavehimhis

changeback..

IdrinkthelastcontentofthePinetwistIwas

drinking.

"HaiboLuncumoyou'refinishingthestork"

Holyspiritpleasefallnowandhelptheheaven's

favouriteChild.

"EyyBrathisismyFather'sspotplusIpaidfor

these"



ItossedthecanintotheDustbin.

"Itmustbenice"

ThisthecousinthatIdon'tlike,thatcousinwho

annoyseveryonejustforthesakeofannoying,that

cousinthatnoonelikes,thatcousinthatlikesto

snitch,thatcousinthatwantstobetheparent's

favorite,Qaqambanexttomeisthatcousin.She

annoysmetopits.

"Yeahit'sniceQaqamba"

Isayannoyed,ifthismusicwasn'tloudIwouldplug

myearphonesandlistentoPopsmoke.

"Whiskydoubleonice"

IlookupandfoundMorrisChestnut'stwin.

Ipourthewhiskyandgiveittohim.

"Thankyou,youmustbeLuncumo"

Ilookathim,wheredoesthishandsomemanknow

me.

"YeahIam,butidon'tknowyou"

Isay,hesmile.Hehasdimpleshemustbethe



playerthisone.

He'sreallyhandsome,buthe'snotamatchtoMusa.

Iwoulddatehim,heismytypedark,talland

Handsome.

"I'mSiyabonga"

Mymooddroppedfrom50to0,yeahnehsinceI've

arrivedinEasternCapenothingisgoingwell,ineed

toconsultwiththeUndergroundgang,orfastfor27

daystillFatherGodbringsgoodfortuneinmylife.

"Ohh"

IsayIhavenothingtosaytoSiya,ihavetogowash

withintelezi,maybethere'sadarkcloudhovering

aroundme,Siya'sarefuckboys.

"Youseemtobedisappointed"

"Iamnot,it'sjustmyface."

Henods

"Iheardyou'restudyingMedicine,iownasurgeryIn

CapeTownIcansqueezeuMkhayaifyouneeda

job"



He'saDoctor?Butthatdoesn'tfazemeatall

"IwilltellyouwhenI'minneedforaJob.Iamnota

professionalyet,istillhave4yearsleft.Butdon't

worry,I'vealwayswantedtorelocatetoCapeTown

afterstudying"

"That'sgood,thenIwillhearfromyou"

"Yeah,yourGirlfriendmustbelucky,youlooklike

thehonestones"

Letmetakeouttheprophetinme,heisgoingtosay

he'ssingle.

"IwishIhadagirlfriend,myfocusisonlyinmyjob.

Iamaverybusyman"

Whatdidmyprophecysay?He'sliketherestofthe

Siya'sHe'sonlytheeducatedSiya.He'snotlikethe

otherSiya'stheonesthatdrivespolovivo,orGTI

thatstaysintheBackroomwithnocouchesonly

bedthatisbalancedbybricks,he'stheSiyathat

staysinanicehouse,charmgirlswithhisjob.

"Howmanycarsdoyouhave?

He'stakenbackbymyquestion,he'sconfused.



"Ihave3carsWhy?"

"Doyoudrivemaybeapolovivo,GTIorGolf?"

"IhaveaGTI"

Inod,NextCustomerplease.IfIwantmyheartto

break,thishandsomemanwillbreakmyheartand

cutitintopiecessoThankyouNext.

"Whydidyouaskthat?"

"Manydoctorsdrivethosecars,theyareoneofmy

favouriteswithSUVsasideofcourse."

Henods

"IknowImaybetooforward,butdoyoumindgoing

onDinnerwithme?"

YhoIdomind,iactuallydomindhe'sreallyaSiya,

hekeepsonprovingthatineachandeverytimehe

talks.

"Iamverybusy,ikeepthisplacerunningplusthe

Supermarket,it'sDecemberittendstobebusy"

IsaytakinganotherPinetwistI'llgomadifIkeepon

talkingwithguysober,atleastthis3rdciderwill



takemetoTipsyland.

"Youdrinkingatwork?"

"AsIsaidit'sDecemberit'sbusy,somymindto

functionitneedsoneortwomaybe3asaziit

depends"

Henods

"Icantalktoyourmother,totrytofreeyouforone

night"

IknewIt,iknewDragonLadysenthimtomeYhuu

uMama,sheisreallyembarrassingmeshame!

"OhhowaboutyouaskmyFather?"

IknowuJolawillstraightuprefusehim,myFather

doesn'tplaylikethatwithhiskraalIamkeptinhis

kraal,inhismindofcourse.

"Ohhokay"

Inod

"Doyouneedanything?"

"NoI'mgood,canIhaveacanofCastlelitejustfor

theroad"



"Willyoubedrinkinganddriving?YouWillcause

accidentsontheroadsobetterleavewithoutthat

beersir"

Hesmiles,ilovehisdimples

"AlrightDoctor,letmeleavethen.I'llcallyouokay?"

Inod

Wait,wheredidhegetmynumbers?

"Wheredidyougetmynumbers?"

Hesmiles

"I'llcallyouMaJola"

Hepaysforhisdrinkandleaves.DragonLadyandi

willhaveahugefight,andenzwanjalomnakalok,

howcouldshe?

"Cuz"

Iturnandmymisbehavingcousinmypartnerin

crimeviweisnexttome.

"Mzala"

Isayexcited,shelaughs.



"DoyourememberZintle?"

"WhichZintle?Thecrazyzintle?"

"Yesher"

"Whatabouther."

WhyviwewouldremindmeaboutZintle,thatgirlis

crazy.Shewouldbeateachandeverygirlwhoused

tobeclosertoherboyfriendbackwhenwewerein

highschoolhisboyfriendwasstudyingatDale

whichwasfarfromourschool.Zintleandiwe

nevergotalong,asI'vesaidbeforeI'mbigonthe

mouthIcansaywhatevershitIwannasay,callme

tofightyouwouldneverseemyprettyfacethere.

Zintleandiusetoclashandiwouldtellherwhere

tobackoff,andshewillbebackoff.Iwasthat

"Ungandiqhelikakubi,nzakukhabaunyemna"[Don't

fuckwithmeI'llkickyourAssandfuckyouup]type

ofgirl,thatGirlwhotalksalotbutnoActionthat's

me,God'soffspring.

"DoyouknowherBoyfriend?"

Haibowhat'swithViweandherannoyingquestions.



"I'venevermethim,whywouldyouaskmeabout

Zintleandheruglyboyfriend?What'sthatgottodo

withme?"

Ilovegossipneh,butnotthislamegossip.Tellme

aboutaMancheatingonhiswifewithotherman,

thatwouldkeepmeonmytoesnotthislame

gossipshe'stryingwithme.

"BecausethatBoyfriendisnowthebabydaddy,

theyhavea5yearoldboyandthatBoyfriendisthe

manyouweretalkingwithafewminutesago."

"Siyabonga?"

Iamshooketh,Haibozintleakamhlangatuu,she's

notbeautiful.WasSiyabongathatblind?Viwe

must'veseenthatGuywhowasherefor2black

labels.

"Siyabonga?"

Iaskagainforassurance

"YesSiyabonga,theDoctor.Zintlestilltrapevery

ladywho'scosywithSiya.Everyonewaslookingat

thetwoofyou,thiswillgettoZintle'searsshewill



trapyourAss."

"Who'sAss?"

Shelooksatmelike,'bitchyourAss'

"I'mnotscaredofher,aretheystilltogether?"

"Theybrokeupbeforethebabywasborn,Siyawent

toCapeTowntostudy.Hecamebackandhadsex

withZintlethat'swhenthebabywasmade,they

werenotdating.Zintlestillloveshimthough,but

Siyadoesn'tevenlookatherthatway.Hesupport

hischildshameyena"

ShesaystakingthePinetwistthatIwasdrinking

anddrankit.

IhopeZintledoesn'tcometome,I'minnomoodto

fight,whomamIkiddingthatgirlcouldliterally

showoffwithme,shedidn'tgetmebackinhigh

schoolthatwouldbeadesserttohershouldshe

getherclawstome.NowI'mshitscared,ineedthe

entireundergroundgang,Jesusandhisdisciples

thiswouldbeafighttoremember.YeahIt'sclear

DragonLadywantsmedead,likesixfeetunder!



"Youlookscared"

"Me?PssshhI'mnotscared"

ItookmycellphoneandtextedontheWhatsApp

groupthatconsistofme,MeryandLona.

"IneedbackupASAP"Ipresssend.Insteadofthese

idiotsreplying,Merycalls.

"MzalapleasestayheretillicomebackIneedto

answerthisphonecall"

ShenodsIwalkoutside

"Babeswhatareyouonabout"that'sthefirstthing

MeryChristmassaysoverthephone.

"Ineedyouguys,there'sahugefightcomingmy

way"

"Whathappened"

"Manhappened,youknowhowthisGenderlikesto

seeussuffer.NowI'llbebeatenupbecauseofthe

otherGender"

Theylaugh,yeahIsuddenlybecameuSkhumba

overnightandcrackedajoke.



"Thisisnotfunnyatallguys!"

"Howarewegoingtogettherefast?"

"Idon'tknowbra,okayteachmehowtofightover

thephone"

Theylaughed,theyarereallyannoyingmeI

droppedthePhonecall.

Iamadeadwomanwalking

"ShouldIdietoday,youshouldknowthatyou'remy

eternitycrush.Ihaveahugecrushonyou!"

IpresssendtoMusa,yeahmydaysarenumbered

actuallyit'snotdaysit'shours.Wazewandenza

Mama!.

IseeZintlecomingmywaywithaboythatlooks

likeSiyabonga,maybehewasdenyinghim.

Musaiscalling,ican'tanswerhim.

Ioncewatchedboxing,there'suppercutandlower

cut.Wouldshefightmewithherchildhere?Okay

maybethechildisusedtoit,willshefightmein

frontofmyFather'sspot?



"Luncumohey"

She'sfriendly.Maybeshehasn'theard

"Zintlehi,isthisyourbaby?"

Yeah,Luncumoisinchargeshe'sthenicest.

"Yeah,he'smyboyQhawe"

Inod

"He'shandsome,exactlymytype"

Haibokhabaribebabafire!

Shelaughs

"She'sgoingtobeaplayerthisone,justlikehis

father"

She'stestingwatersLuncumo,actasifyoudon't

evenknowthefather.

"Isit?Who'sthefather."

"Siyabongasomehandsomemanhereinthe

village"

"SiyabongaMqwathi'sSon?"

"Yeshim"



"Hewashereafewminutesago,hedidn'teventell

mehehasachild.YhooSiyabonga"

Isayclappingmyhands,afterthisI'llgotoaudition

foraroleinTheQueen

"Youguysknoweachother?"

"Yeah,ourfathersarefriends.He'saDoctorI'malso

doingMedicine,ineverknewyouguysdated"

Shelaughs

"Youwereaverybusygirlgrowingup.Younever

caredaboutboysthat'swhy"

Inodshe'srightshame,ibrokemyvirginitythis

yeartosomefucker,letmenottalkabouthimjust

talkingabouthimmakesmeangry.

"Yeah,youheretobuybooze?"

"No,Qhawewantedbraaimeatsowecamehereto

buymeat"

"Ohokay,letmenotkeepyouwaitingthen"

Shenodsthenleaves,YeahGodyoukeepon

showingyourloveandblessingsoverme.Thank



youLordforcoveringmewithyourblood,eyythat

wasclose.Haikeit'sprovenIdon'tevenhaveany

blackcloudhoveringaroundMe,itmust'vebeen

Azania'scrazythoughts.

Icheckmyphone,8missedcallsfromMusaHe

mustbeworriedshamepoorman.Hemust

continueongettingworried,I'llthinkofaliethatI'm

goingtosaytohimforthatmessage.Andthetwo

idiotsthatIthinktheyaremyfriendsandtheyhave

mybacktodaytheyprovedmeotherwise.I'llhave

toopentheFriendshipapplicationbeforeIgetback

toJoburg,theyarenolongercomingtomy

brother'sceremony.

Iwentinsidethespotwalkinglikeachampion,like

I'vejustKilledGoliathinfactIjustdid.

.

.
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"Areyougoingtoanswerthatphone?"

Ilookatmymother,I'mstillmadatherandiwon't

talktohertillIfeellikeI'minthemood.Howcan

shesellmelikethat?Toanentirebabydaddy?

YeahAbazalibasifunasifile.

AndwhyisMusacallingMe,doesn'thegetitI'm

dead.



"Musa"

IsayassoonasIanswerthephone,DragonLady

givesmelookIwanttorollmyeyesbutshewould

literallykillmewithinseconds.

"Ncumo,pleasecomeout"

Ilaughed,mymomlookedatmeasifiwascrazy.I

stoppedpealingtheVegiesandwalkedoutofthe

kitchenbeforetheDragonladykillsmeforrealthis

time.DaddyisrestingsoSikieistheonlyperson

chillingintheloungeImissMigcobo.

"Idon'tknowwhatDrugsyousmokeorwhatbut

youknowI'mnotinjozi"

Isayseatingdown

"Iknow,I'minfrontofyourhouse'sGate.Icansee

asilverfordRangerparkedinfrontofthegate"

Iquicklyjumpedandwenttostandnexttothe

window,there'sablackMercedes-BenzattheGate.

"UfunantoniaphaMusa?"

"IthoughtyourlifemaybeindangersoIdecidedto

flythissidesomakesureyoufine"



"YhoyeahI'mfine,gobackthen"

Isaynotknowingwhattodo,HecameforMe?But

Zintlewould'vekilledme,whydidhecomenow?

"I'mnotgoingbacktoJoburgtillIseeyou"

"YhowhatareyougoingtodocozAndizi"

Isaidclosingtheblinds.

"Ijustwanttoseethatyouareokaythat'sall"

"HaiboKungomusa,isaidI'mfinegoback".

"I'vealwayswantedtomeetyourfather,youalways

havenicethingstosayabouthim.SoIdon'tthink

thisisabadtime,yeahletmecomeinside."

"Youwouldn'tdare!"

"TrymeNcumo,igiveyou5minutes"

Hedropedthecall.

AmadodaAsileRhaa!

"Coverformebabesi'mcoming"

Isaidtosikieandrushedoutsidebeforesheasks

questions.



IwalkedtothecarthatwasInfrontoftheGate.

HeopensthedoorforMe,whyisheseatedinthe

backseat.

"Yeahwena,ufunantoniapha?"

Isaygettinginsidethecar.

"Whatwasthatmessageabout?"

Ilookathim,ican'tseewho'sdrivingandthe

personwho'sinthepassengerseat.

"Whatmessage?"

Hetookouthisphoneandshowedmethemessage.

"Hee,thismustbeAprilfool2.0.Whosentyouthat

message?"

He'sshockedaboutmyoutburst

"Youdidn'tsendthismessage?"

"No,myphonewaswithmysistertheentiredayI

wasworkingintheTarven"

Henodsandchuckle

"SoyoursisterhasahugecrushonMe?"



"Idon'tknowbrul,shedidn'tsaysotome.ButI

toldherweclosefriends,andyou'llcomeherefor

mybrother'sceremony."

"AmI?"Hemusn'tevendare

"YeahyouArecoming,ifyoucouldcomeforamere

messagethenyou'lldefinitelycomeforuMgidi"

Hesmiles

"That'snotjustmereMessage,Yousaid'IfIdie

today'Ithoughtyouwereintroublethat'swhywe

tooktheprivateJet"

Iwasshooketh,someonecomeandfetchme

beforeIfaint

"AmIthatimportant?"

"Ofcourseyouare,yourlifeisimportantiwouldn't

letyoudieknowingihadachancetohelp"

Yhoo,someonepleasebringatissueI'maboutto

cryariver

"Ahhh,ain'tyousweet"

Hefrowned



"I'mnotachildNcumo,I'magrownAssman"

"GrownassmanthereinJoburg,you'reinmyhood

now,infrontofmyFather'sYardsoyou'resweet

andthat'sthat"

Isaypouting.

Hesmiledandshookhishead

"SoI'minvitedtoyourbrother'sceremony?"

"YeahIjustinvitedyou,wereyoudeaf?"

"What'swithyoutoday?You'rereadyforafight!"

"AFightme?NahbruhIwouldn'teventhinkof

fightingI'macoward"

Helaughs

"Youacoward?Iwouldbeacowardtoo.Itrustyou,

icanseethatcanbeatsomeone'sass"

Ilaughedhedoesn'tknowme,hayAkandazi.

"Iwish"

ARedBMWparkedrightbehindthecar,whocould

thatbe?Ilookedback.



Yeahthedevilisreallytestingmetodayhewants

mysoultodaymyheart.

"Waitaminutethere'ssomethingIneedtosortout"

Igotoutofthecar,RhaatheAudacity!

"Andthenwena?Whatareyoudoinghere?"

"LuncumoareyouOkay?"

"IaskedyouaQuestionSiyabonga,ufunani?"

HeactsConfused,you'relyingDevilIwon'tallow

thismanhereinsidemyFather'scompound.

"YourMotherinvitedmeoverfordinner"

"Wealreadyate,nowtakeyourassandleave!"

Iamnowshouting.Newstravelfastinthisvillage,

thenextthingtherewouldberumoursthatI'llbe

gettingmarriedtohim,Zintlewouldliterallyhave

myBigheadfordinner.

"WhatdidIdotoyouLuncumo?Whyareyoumadat

me?"

"HaiboNdoda,I'mnotmad.Itoldyouwejustate,

youarelate.Sogobackwhereyouarecoming



from!"

"Okayletmegreetyourmother"

"She'sasleep,anddon'tyoudarecallher.Leave

Bhuti!"

Isaywithbothmyhandsonmywaist

"LuncomoareyousureyouOkay?"

Ilookedaroundandsawastick,idroppeddown

andtookthestickandpointedatSiyabonga.

"Leave!Hamba!"

Isayshushinghimawayfrommyhousehequickly

runstohiscar.

"Siyabonga"helooksatme.

"Bringthatwine"

HeplaceditdownandgetInsidehiscarspeedoff.

"ShouldIseeyouhereagain,I'llburnyourblackAss

withhotwaterdon'teventryme"

Ishouted,ipickedupthebottleofwine.

IopenthecarMusawasin,theywerelaughing.



NowIcanseetheDriver,it'sJuniorandNqaba

Musa'sbrothers.

"Itmustbenice,lookMusawewilltalkagain.

There'ssomethingIneedtofixinsidethehouse,are

youstayingorflyingback?"

"I'mflyingback,icanseeyouareperfectlyfine"

"Alrightcallmewhenyouareinjoburg"

"Okay,haveaGoodnight"

"HaveaGoodnighttoo"

IwalkedInsidetheGate

"Ncumo"heshouted

Ilookedathim.

"Remindmenottogetonyourbadside"helaughed

alongwithhisbrothers.

"Voetsek!"

Theylaughedanddroveaway.

Iopenedthewinebottleanddrank,I'llneeditto

faceDragonlady.



IopenedtheDoor,DaddyisnowintheDiningroom.

Iwenttothekitchen

"WhataretryingtodoMama?"

IplacethewineontopoftheKitchencounterand

placedmyhandsonmyhips.

"Dropthatattitude,whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Siyabonga!"

"Ohhe'sherealready,whereishe?"

"Ichasedhimaway"

"What!Why,UphambeneAzania?"

"MamadoyouknowyourSiyabongahasachild?A

5yearoldboythatlooksexactlylikehim?Doyou

knowhowcrazyhisbabymamais?Shewouldskin

mealiveandfeedtheanimalsmybodyandimean

itmama.Idon'tneedamaninmylife,sostop

please.Ivaluemylife,idon'tevenknowthat

Siyabongaverywellandidon'twanthimhereever

againIcan'tlosemylifebecauseofhim,heisnot

evenmytypehe'scertifiedplayersocha,Thank

youmamadon'tdoortrywhatyou'vedoneagain."



Isighedandfixedmybraidsthencatwalkedtothe

dinningArea,mywine!

IwalkedbackandlookedatDragonlady'sface

she'sshocked,likeshookethyeahZisileiParents!

ItookmywinethendidmyNaomiCampbell

Catwalk,ArghI'vejustputtedstoponmymother's

loudmouthIwon'theartheendofitshouldshe

regainherconsciousnessfromtheshockingnews

aboutherbelovedSiyabonga.

"Goodnightfamily"

IswayedmybraidstotheLeftandwalkedoutwith

myfamouscatwalk.

AssoonasIclosedthedoor,irantomyroomand

lockedit.

Mymothercouldbeatmythickassupjustfor

disrespectingher,soIcan'ttakeanychancesshe's

rightinthatshockedstate,wewilldiscuss

everythinginthemorning.

Iknowshewon'ttellherhusbandwhattranspired

becausesheknowsDaddydoesn'tliketheideaof



meDating,soshewillfortomorrowtogivemea

FellowsouthAfrican'sspeech,alongassspeechI

thinkI'llbeonlevel5oflockdownAsazi.

.

.
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.

I'mwokenupbyaloudbangonmydoor.Thank

GodI'mnottheonewhoboughtthatdoor.I'm sure



whoeverisknockingthereistheonewhobought

thatdoor.

"I'mcoming"

Iremovetheblanketsandandgetoffthebed.I

can'tfindmysleepers,theknockgetsloudagain.

"IsaidI'mcomingHaibo!"

IworemysleepersIopenthedoor.DragonLadyis

standingrightinfrontofmewithherhandsonher

waistsandtherightfoottappingthepoorground

aggressively.

TodayI'llbetoldmybusiness,shepushesmeoff

andgetsinsidemyroom.

Idon'tclosethedoorIncaseshewantstobeviolent

I'llmakearunforit.

It's8amJolaisawakehewilltamehiswife,asI

saidmydaddoesn'tliketheideaofmehavinga

man.

"HlalaphantsiAzania"

Iwanttorollmyeyes,butIseatatthecornerofmy

bed.



"WhathappenedtoyouLastnight?Wereyou

possessedbydemons?"

HaiboI'mGod'sfavouriteChild,thebestOffspring

howcanIbepossessedbydemons?

"NoIwasn't,itoldyouwhatIwantedtotellyou".

Idon'tlikethecheekyAzania,Shemustgoback,

thiswomanwillbackslapme.

"Don'ttalktomelikethat,I'mnotyouragemate."

YouseeItoldyou,ifIremaincheekyI'llmeetfather

dearestinheaven,cozshewilldefinitelykillme.

"UxoloMama"

Shesighs

"Ididn'tknowSiyabongahadachild."

"Yeah,kalokyouchasingthebags"

Isaynonchalantly

"Uthini?WhatareyousayingLuncumo?"

YhoIneedtoholdmymouth,ibitemytongue.

"I'm sayingthatbecausehehasmoney,andhas



hisownsurgeryyousawhimfitforyourown

daughternotdoinganybackgroundscheckfirst"

YeahyougotherNcumsbabes.

"WeneverDidbackgroundcheckinourtime.And

what'swrongifhehaschild?"

"AsozeMamayoucan'taskmethat,AchildMama?

WhatamIsupposedtobeaStepmother?Haibo

pleasedon'tplaywithme,andmamaI'mdone

havingthisconversation.Ifyoudon'twantDadto

findoutaboutthis,youwillleavemealoneandthis

conversationendshere.AllI'mlookingforwardtois

mydegree,myjobthenaftereverythingissortedI'll

lookforaboyfriend."

Icrossmyhandsonmychestandhopethatshe

doesn'tslapmeforspeakinglikethatbutnowI've

heardenoughofthisSiyabongaTopic.

"Mxxxm"shesaysstandingupandwalkingtothe

doorswayingherhips.YeswenaMaria'scousin.

Itookmytoiletrybagandwalkedout,iwentinside

themainhousetobathtodayI'mworkinginthe

supermarket.



.

I'monmywaytothesupermarketwithmyDad,

SikiewillbeintheTavernLateron.

"WhatdidyoudotoYourmotherwena?"

"Whenlastnight?"

"Yes"

"Weweretalking,shedidn'tlikethefactthatI'm

straightforwardjustlikeher,igaveherapieceof

herownmedicine.YhooDaddyyoushould'veseen

herface"

Iclappedmyhandsasdadwaslaughing.

"Yeahshewasreallymad.Whoboughtyouwine?"

"HaiboDaddy"

Isaylaughing,tryingtomakehimforget.Did

Abraham'sbrotherlaugh?Nowhydidthetopic

changesosoon.

"I'maskingnia"

"Zintle,myhighschoolfriend.ShewasIthepub"



HenodsandparkInfrontofthesupermarket.

"I'llcomeandfetchyoulater"

"Itmustbenice"

Isaytakingmybag

"What'snice?"

"Youspendingtimeathomewithyourwifewhileus

thekidswhoareonholidayslavearound.Ihaven't

chilledadaysinceI'vecame,ilastsawTownwhen

thebusdroppedme.Ihaven'theadanyonetalking

aboutChristmasclothes,butandilwi.I'mnot

fightingwithyouatall,asIsaiditmustbenice"

Iopenedthedoorandgotoffthecar

"Ohandwhileyouareatitwithyourwife,justknow

whenotherkidsdressuponChristmasyour

daughterwillbethelaughingstock,cozdololo

Christmasclothes.Iloveyoudaddydearest,enjoy

yourday"

IwalkedInsidetheSupermarket,myDadisshocked

aboutmyoutburst,hewantedtolaughatsome

placesbutheknewifhelaughedatmeiwouldbe



madathimfortherestofmystay.

"Molouncle"

AsIoncesaideachandeveryworkerhereisa

familymember.Thisismyfather'syoungerbrother,

helikesblacklabelhe'snotallowedtoworkat

Tavernotherwisewewouldbeoutofstock.

"YeahMtshana,thankGodyouarehere.I'llbeby

thedoor."

Justlikethatheleavesthecounter,idon'tmind

seatinginthecounter,I'dgomadifIwastowalkIn

eachandeveryaisle.

Itookoutmyphoneandcheckedonmyfake

friendstheyareofflinesinceyesterday.Iamsure

MerywasworkingNightshiftandLonadoesn'thave

Data.

IdecidedtoscrollonInstagramjuststalkingmy

ManMusatherewasalotofnoiseinsidetheshop.

ArghWhypeoplecan'tjustwalkinsidetheshop

grabwhattheywantandcomeandpaythenleave.I

shouldwriteanoteattheDoor."SHUTYOUR

MOUTHANDSHOPMAKEPLENTYNOISE



OUTSIDENOTINSIDETHESTOREORYOUWILLBE

KICKEDOUT."YeahIshouldwriteIt,thenoiseis

comingmyway.Ahhit'sSomizi'schildrenIhada

feeling.HaibouTimmy!

"Azani"

YeahhecallsmeAzani,stupidchild.

"Timmy!Usenje!"

Iquicklybitemytongue,ididn'tmeantoaskthat.

Buthe'sstillthesameTimmy,ithoughtbynowhe

willbeflourishingjustlikeotherbeautifulGaysout

there,somiziwouldbedisappointed.He'smuch

darkernow,charcoaldarkhehaswhitetintonhis

shorthair,justimaginetheHorrorYhoo!

"WhatdoyoumeanI'mstilllikethis?"

"Haibofriend,3yearsaftermatricIthoughtbynow

youwouldbeaMohaleinanotherSomizi"

"Idon'tunderstand"

"YhuuhayiTimmydowestillhavetorepeat

ourselvesevennow?"

Irolledmyeyes.Timmywasthatonefriendwho



usedtogetthejokeafterEveryonehaslaughedand

forgotten,youhavetoremindhimandthejoke

wouldbeasicecold.

"SadikiAzani."

Hesaylaughing,I'msurehe'smuskingitsothathis

newfriendswon'tknowthatHehasthatdisease.

Myphoneringsit'sMeryChristmas.

"Fakefriendhey"

Shelaughs,idon'tgetpeople.Whywouldyoulaugh

whenthere'snojokeshared.

"BabesweareinQueenstown"

OMGI'mabouttoscream.

"Fakeypleasedon'tlieneh,youandwho?"

"MeandLonaDuhh"

"OhOkayguys,askfortaxisthatgotoJola's

supermarkettellmewhenyoufindthem.AskLona

totalkyou'lltraumatisetheTaxidrivers"

"Okaywewillcallyouwhenwearriveinthe

supermarket"



"Surefakey"

IdroppedtheCall..

"YeahTimmy,Whatwereyousaying?"

IAsk,Yhoohe'scrustymaanitbothersme,maybe

he'sbeingabusedathome.

"Friendiseverythingokayathome?"

"YouknowwhatCallme"

Iwrotemynumbersonapaperthengavethemto

him.

"Surebabyboo"

"SharpTimmy"

Hewalksawaywithhisfriends,ican'thelpbutget

worriedjustbylookingathim,hisfeetiscracked

too.Timmyusedtodatemanwiththeplan,what

happenedyhoIwonder,butIwillknowcozIknow

hewillcall.

"Youstillfriendswithesastabene"ilookatmyuncle.

Ishakemyhead,I'mverymuchallergicto

homophobicpeopletheymakemegag,makeme



wannavomit.

Iseatbackandgoingbackonscrollingon

InstagramstalkingmyManMusa.He'staggedby

Rita.Irolledmyeyesandlookedatthepicture,it'sa

pictureoftheminaRestaurantRitaholdingflowers.

"TheBestBoyfriendEver!"Withringemojisand

inloveemojismxxmthat'snotevencute.She'sjust

showingofthathe'sdatingMusaargh.

Myphonerings,yeahjealouswasabouttomake

meNasty.

"BabeweareoutsidetheSupermarket"

Ohit'sMyfakefriends.

Imovefromthecounter,they'llwaitifsomeone

wantstopay.

"Ahhmyfakefriends!!"

Iscreamandhugthem.

"Babesyoulookgood,youareglowing"

Ilookatherwithafrownonmyface.She'sreally

messingwithmeforreal,whatglowdoesaperson



getintheBundus?UyandiqhelashameuMery

Christmas.

"Heylorns"

Ihughertooatleaastshedoesn'tsayanything

funny.

"Welcomeguystomyvillage,hopeyou'llenjoy"

"Thanksboo"

Wewalkedtothedoor,myuncleisbusylookingat

Meryshockedbythiswhitegirlwithlonghair.Mery

isacolouredbutshelookslikeawhitewoman.

"Heyuncle,I'mknockingoffearlytoday.Myfriends

areheresoIcan'tbeworking"

Henods.

"MoloMlungu!"

HaiboUncleMalume,Lonajoinsmebylaughing

withme,Meryispityinguncleshedoesn'twantto

laugh.

"ByeUncle"

Isayasweleavehim,howcanheembarrassme



likethistomyfakefriends.

WewalkedawayfromtheSupermarketgoingtothe

Tavern.

ThesetwohaveSmallsuitcases,I'mnoteven

helpingthemtheydidn'thelpmethatdayZintlewas

goingtokillmesoI'mnothelpingatall.

WearriveattheTavern.

"Mzalacousin,pleasekeepthesesuitcasesand

bringusVerycoldpinetwists.Makethem12cans

I'llpaywithacard"

IsaygivinghertheSuitcases.

Iwalkedtothewherethe2fakefriendswereseated.

EveryonewasbusylookingatMerybecauseshe's

whiteandhaslonghair.

"I'mgladyoutwoarehere,therewillbetoomuch

thingstodosoyou'llmakethejobeasier".

"That'swhyIremovedthenails,iwanttobeseen.I

needaXhosamaninmylife,soI'llbetryingmake

animpression."

Ilaughed,HaiboTshisawenaMeryChristmas



"Shedoesn'tknowXhosaMen"

LonasaystakingasiponherPinetwistcan.

"LeaveherBabes,LethergetherXhosamanand

thatmanwillshowherhowlifeisplayedlike"

Itakeasiptoo.

Myphoneringsit'sKungafuckenMusa.

"Yeah"

"Hawuisthathowweanswereachother'sphone

calls?"

"BraI'mnotinthemood,Whatsuup?"

Iamnotannoyed,butI'mhurtbythatpostIsaw

today.

"Ncumowhat'swrong?Iwantedtoaskifyoustill

wantmetocomethissaturday"

Itakeasipagaintocalmmedown

"Yesyoucancome,iinvitedyouMusa"

"AlrightthenI'llcome.IwillcomewithNqabaand

Junior"



"That'sokay,theyareyourbrothersyoucancome

withthem,aslongasthere'snofemalecoming"

HaiboAzania

"Areyoujealous?"

"Arewedating"

Thesetwofakeslookedatmewiththeireyeswide,

whyaretheylookingatmelikethat?Ijustaskedif

wearedatingyesorno.

"Wenotdatingbutwewillgetmarried"

Ilaughedsohard,HaibothisZuluManwhodoeshe

thinkheis?Moses'sfirstson?

"OkaythenI'llseeyouSaturdayhusband"

"Surewifey"

Hedroppedthecall,iwanttostandupanddance

orscream.ButmyfeetarefrozenwheretheyAre,

whereisRitasothatItellherthattheringthatwas

oneofheremojiswillbetheringthatgetsintomy

finger,yeahthislifethinghasnobalanceatallbut

whatcanwesay,I'mtheeAlmighty'sfirstand

favouritedaughter.
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TheyardisfullwithMenandWomen.Eventhe

chiefandhiswivesarehere,itoldyoumymother

wouldflexandrightnowshe'sflexing.IamsureWe



areoutofstockattheTaverncoztheWhole

Alcoholishere.

InotherhousesUmqombothi,acaseofBeerand2

ViceroyWhiskeyswilldothedo.Butthisismy

mother'ssonceremonythingswillhavetobe

different,it'searlyinthemorningbuttheyardisfull.

"HowdoIlookNcumsBoo?"

IlookatMery,ahhshelookscuteandprettyinmy

traditionaldress.She'stryingtocharmmyuncle

this,they'vebeenclosethesepast2days.

Lonaisalsobeautiful,butsheisnowhereinsight.

Sheisbestfriendswithmymother,theDragon

LadysoI'msuretheyaretogetherrightnow.

"Youlookbeautifultoday,uncleismarryingyou

today"

Isaysheblushes,Unclecanlovehisblacklabelbut

sheeatsthecakebecauseofhislooks,mygranny

didhermiracleswithmyDadandhisbrothersthey

arehandsome.

"Iwon'tbemarryingyouruncleNcums"



Webothwalkoutofmyroom,iamlookingbeautiful

today.NottoblowmyownhornIlookabsolutely

stunninginmyblackandwhiteMbhaco(Xhosa

Traditionalclothing).Myafroisstylednicelyand

coveredinbeads.

IwalkinsidetheMainhouseIneedaGintoday.

Myphonevibratesinmyhandit'sKungomusa.

"MusaHey"

"Heyweareoutside,shouldwegetinside?"

"I'llcomeandfetchyoudon'tworry"

"Okaywewillwait"

WhereisDragonLadyIneedhernow,ohyeahthere

sheiswithotherWoman.

IwalkedtoThem,theyweresinginganddancingI

askedmymotheraside.

"Ncumowhat'swrong?"

Shecanseetheworryinmyface

"MyfriendsfromJoburgarehere"



Isay,shelooksatmelikeI'mcrazy

"So?LonaandMeryarehere?Thenwhyareyou

worried?"

"It'sMalefriends"

Hereyesarewidelyopenedinseconds

"Wherearethey?"

"Outside"

"Okaycome"

Ismiledandwewalkedtothegate,thereareplenty

carsoutsidethegate.Itookmyphoneandcalled

Musa.

"Ncumo"

"Whereareyouguys?Comeout"

"Okay"

TheycomeoutinblackBMWi8,mymother'sJaw

droppedassoonashenoticedKungomusa.Itold

y'allhe'safamousyoungman.

"NcumohowareyoufriendswiththisMan?"



She'salreadyplanningaweddinginherheadI

knowher.

"JoburgisnotthatbigMoms"

Isaylaughing.Kungomusa,NqabaandJunior

approachus.

"Sawubona"

Theygreet,Mymothersmiles.

"UhmmamathisisKungomusamyfriend,his

brothersNqabayomziandJunior.UhmGuysthisis

myMother,youcancallherMankosi"

Theygreeteachother.

"Motherdoyourthings"

IknowsheishappytocoverformecozMusaisa

celebrity

"Youlookbeautiful"

Musawhispersinmyear,mycheeksareburning

meIdon'twanttoblushatall.Ican'tgivehimthe

satisfaction.

"Let'sgo"



Mymothersaysthenwalksinsidethegate,

MigcoboIsabouttocomeandreceivehisgiftshe's

stillwithothermen.

Alleyesareonus,actuallynotonmebutMusa.

IcanseeDadcomingourway,OhGodheisabout

tosendmyZuluManaway.

"Mankosi"

Hewantshiswifetoexplainjustbyaskingthat.

"ThisisKungomusa,theBusinessmanyouknow

him?"

"Whodoesn'tknowhim.MoloNdoda"

"MoloBaba"

Musagreetsstretchinghishandtomyfather,his

brothersfollowsuit.

"Howcanwehelpyoutoday?"

WhyisAbraham'sbrotherbeingdonicetoday?

"Icamebecausemyfriend,yourDaughterAzania

invitedme"



"NiaareyoufriendswiththisMan?"

Ahhjesu!

"YesDaddy"

"Whyyoudidn'tsayso?"

"Itwasn'timportantTata"

"HaibosisiamInotimportanttoyou?"

Whotoldthisfineassmantotalk,hebuttershuthis

mouth.

"Come,welcometotheJolaHouse,feelathome

son"

IsmyDadprobablydrunkorit'ssimplybecause

Musaisaverywellknownbusinessman?

"Thankyouforwelcomingussir"

Dadtakesthemawayfromus,ihaven'tevenspent

afewminuteswithmy'friend'butDaddyhastaken

over.

"Howcanyoubethirsty,whileyouarehavingsuch

friends"



IlookaroundhopingnooneheadmyMothertalking

aboutme.

"NowIcanseethereasonthereasonyou'recheeky,

it'stheamountofsaltinyourhead"

HaiboshotsarefiredIdon'tevehavebulletproof

onsothatIcanshootback.Mymouthifevendry.I

don'thaveacomeback,Haibothat'sthefirst.

"Areyousurethathe'sonlyyourfriendandnothing

more?"

"Iamsuremommyandidon'tseehimlikethat,he's

likeabrothertome."

Sheeyesme

"That'sbetter,that'ssomeone'sfiance"

Fiance?Thatleavesabettertasteinmymouth.

Mymomwalksaway,iwalktotheGirls.Isthere

somethingthatIdon'tknow?

IdrinktheAlcoholinfrontofme.

.

Iwanttobemybrotherright,thegiftshereceived



toomanythings,FromBed,wardrobe,Bedding,

NewClothes,NewCellphone.EverythingIsnew,

let'snottalkaboutthemoney.It'salreadylatesome

peopleareleaving,andiamdrunkI'vebeen

drinkingthefreeAlcohol.

"Howdoyoufeel?"

Iaskmybrother,it'stheonlytimethatItalktohim

today.

"I'mOkay,iamchangedpersonnowbiggy.Ifeel

likeaMan,I'msureyouevennoticedthewayI'm

talking"

Inodandlaugh,iguessAbraham'sbrother's

prayerswereheard,MigcoboIsachangedMan.

"Iamgladthatthere'sachangeinyou"

Ismileathim

"Andwhyyoudidn'ttellmethatyouwerefriends

withKungomusaKhanyile?IlookuptothatMan,i

wanttobeasuccessfulbusinessmanjustlikehim,

hereallyInspiresme.Eventhoughhegrewupwith

asilverspoononhismouth,heworkedhardto



makesurethathisfather'scompanyisI'mbreath

heightshe'sonefocusnigah"

Hearingmybrothertalkinglikethis,heremindsme

ofmyself.IalsolookuptoMusaeventhoughI

wouldnevertellhimthatbuthereallyisgood

persontolookupto.

"Themmakesureyourresultsaregreatsothatyou

cangoandstudyandmakeusproudtoo"

Hesmilesandnod.

Myphonepingsit'samessagefromZiphowework

togetheratThebar.

"HowdoesitfeeltowakeuptoYourcrushgetting

marriedsoon?"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Iquicklyreply,thisbetternotconfirmwhatmy

mothersaid.

"SisareyouOkay?"

MigcoboasksInod.

"Alrightletmeleavewewilltalklater,ihavetogo



andgreetsomepeople"

Inod,wewereinmyroomsohewalksout.

IloginonInstagramIneedanupdate.

Myeyescomeacrossafingerwitharingon"She

saidyestobemineforever"thatwasthecaption.

Tearsstreameddownmyface,wasIfoolingmyself

thinkingthatMusawouldleavehisbeautiful

girlfriendjustforme?IguessI'mstupidandnaive

tothinkofsuch.

IwipemyTears,itwassupposedtobejustacrush

nottocatchfeelingsbutbeingclosertohimand

talkingwithhimoverthephonealottimemademe

fallinlovewithhim.Iguessthejokeisonmefor

realthistime.

ThedooropensMusagetsinside,

"I'vebeenlookingforyoueverywherebutyour

brotherjusttoldmeyouhere"hissmileturnedinto

afrownwhenhesawmecrying.

IquicklyloggedoutonInstagramandwipedmy

tears.



"Ncumowhat'swrong?Whyareyoucrying?"

He'scrouchinginfrontofmeandtookmyhands

andheldthem.Iamweakatthismoment,ican't

evenbringAzaniatocomeandtakeovermywhole

beingishurt.

"Ncumopleasetalktome"

Iremovemyhandsfromhim

"I'mfine,iguessIhadtoomuchtodrink"

Howdidmymoodgetthissombreinminutes.One

momentIwashappythathe'shere,hecamehere.

Myfatherevenadoreshim,heallowedhiminhis

yardwithasmileonhisface,iwascontentatthat

momentIwassohappy.Andwhenmybrother

talkedabouthimsonicely,somethinginmyheart

moved.IwashappybutnowIdon'tfeellikethat,i

can'tevengooutandbewithpeopleIwouldn'tbe

ofgreatcompany.

"Ncumolwam"

HeholdsmycheeksandwipemyTears,ican'tmiss

theworryinhiseyes.He'sworriedaboutme,I've



neverfeltthisheartbrokennotevenonwhenthat

idiotbrokemyvirginityandleftme.

"CanIbealone?"

Heshakeshisheadindisagreement

"Ican'tleaveyoulikethis,notuntilyoutellme

what'swrong"

Hepleadswithhiseyes

"DomeonefavorMusa"

"Whatfavor?"

"Promisemeyou'lldoit.Justpromisemeyouwill

doit"

Idon'tknowwhyI'mthinkingaboutthis,butmy

heartwantsit.

"Ifyouwantmetoleaveyoualoneandnotcallyou

forgetitIwon'tdothatshit"

Ismile,idon'twanttoloosecontactwithhimtoo.

"Noit'snotthat,wenotbreakingthisfriendshiptillI

sayso"



Helaughsandnods

"Soyoupromiseyou'lldothisfavour?"

Henods

Iwipemytearsandlookathimintheeye,he's

worriedaboutmeit'sevidentinhisface.

"Pleasekissme,hererightnowinthisroom.Ifyou

wantmefineyouwilldoit,thisWillhelpmebeat

easewitheverything.Myheartcan'ttakeitany

longerMusa,pleasekissme"

Imaysounddesperaterightnow,butIwantto

forgetabouthim.Iwantthesefeelingstoend,this

kisswillmakeeverythingokayagain.

"Ncumo"

"PleaseMusa,justthisonce"

Ipleadwithmyglossyeyesandthesestupidtears

fall.

HemakesmestandIamonhischestlevelhe's

tallerthanme.Helooksintomyeyesasifhe's

searchingforsomething,noonesaysanythingto

anyoneonlyoureyesarecommunicating.Hekeeps



onwipingeachandeverytearthat'sonmyface.

IwassolostinhiseyesthatIdidn'tevennoticethat

he'skissingme.

Hislipsaresosoft,andicantastethebrandyinhis

lips.Heholdsmecloserasthekisskeepson

gettingmoreheated,icanfeelhisd*ckpokingme

onmystomach,hegroansdeepinmymouth.

Hepicksmeupandlaysmeontopofthebed,he

getsinbetweenmythighsheremovesthevestI

waswearing.

ThedooropensMerygetsinsideandsheseesthe

situation.

"Ohsorry!"

Shewalksoutfast.

Musaquicklystoodupandiworemyvestagain.

"Iamsosorry,idon'tknowwhathasgotteninto

me"

Helooksatmethensmile,whyishesmiling?

"It'sOkay,areyoufinenow?"



"YeahIamfine,Ican'timagineIwasabouttohave

sexatmyfather'shouseyho!"

Iamshocked,whatifmyfatherwastheonewho

openedthedoorormymother?

"Itdidn'thappendon'tworry"

Inodhetakesmeintohisarmsandhugsme.

"Idon'teverwanttoseeyouhurtingagain.Doyou

wanttotellmewhatwashurtingyou?"

"Nottodaymaybesomeothertime,ijustwantto

forgetabouteverythingnow"

HenodsI'mstillinhiswarmembrace

"Iwantedtotellyouthatwewereleaving"

Inodmyhead,it'slateforthem.

"Thankyousomuchforcoming"

"Anythingforyou"

Inod

"Letmewalkyouout"

Henods,webothwalkout.Everyonewasminding



theirbusinessnoonenoticedthatMusawas

comingfrommyroom.

NqabaistalkingtooneofmycousinsandJunioris

drinkingaCastlelitemindinghisownbusiness.

That'swhathe'sbeendoingtodaythewholeday,

drinkingeventhoughsomegirlswerethrowing

themselvesathimhedidn'tbudgeatall.Idon't

knowhowpeopledealwithhisgrumpyself,during

Lona'sfirstworkingashisPAshewouldcome

cryingsayingshewantstoquitbutsheispatient

andshenolongertolerateshim.

"Thankyousomuchforcomingtoday,ireally

appreciateyoureffort"

IsaytoNqabaandJunior

"YoucaninvitemeanytimeIwouldcome,aslong

asyourcousinswillbehere"

Ilaugh,Nqabayomziisaladiesman.

"ThankyouforInvitingus"

Juniorsays,notevenapinchofasmilefromhim

nothingatall..



"GoodbyeMaJola"

Theysayinunison,ilaugh.

"GoodbyeBoNgwane"

Theygetinsidethecaranddroveoff.

IwalkedInside,iwasnolongerInthemoodtobe

withpeopleIjustwantedtolistentomySolange

Knowlesandsleep,myheartfeelsheavy!.
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"Ifyourresultsasgoodandveryimpressingwewill

slaughter2Goatsforeachyou."



IlookatmyDad,hecannotnohecan't.

"WhatdoyoumeanbythatDad?Idon'tknow

whetherI'mhearingyouproperlyor?"

"IftheypassedwithBachelorandhavesomefew

distinctionsI'llslaughtergoatsforthem"

Iseatproperly,idon'tknowwhetherIheardhim

correctlyornotbutI'mnothappywithwhateverhe

said.

"HaiboAsozeDaddy,howcouldyou?Ipassedwith

Bachelorbutyoudidn'tevenslaughterachicken

notevenaMouseBUTsikieandMigcobowillbe

slaughteredaGoateach?ThisissomeInjustice.

Mankosipleasesaysomething"

Ilookatmymommalovingly

"SheisrightTata"

Ismile,butshegivesmethe'Youoweme'look.

"Sowhatdoyouwant?"

Rulenumber1youneveraskAzaniawhatshe

wantsdaddy.



"There'sthisiPhonethatIneed,lookI'llsellthisone.

Thenyoucangivemesomefewthousands"

"HowmanythousandsarewetalkingaboutNia?"

"8Or9Idon'tknow"

Ifakedacoughandsippedonmyjuice.

"Andyouguyswhyareyoustillhere?Ain'tyou

supposedtogotoYourschooltofetchyour

statementswewanttoknowwhetherweare

slaughteringornot?"

Iaskthetwins.

IneedtosoftenmyDadwhenwearetogether,i

needthatiPhone11pro.

"YouweredrivingusthelasttimeIremembersis"

ItookthecarkeysontopoftheTable.

"DaddydearestI'llseeyoulater"

Iwinkedathim,helaughedshakinghishead.

Ican'tdrivetheBakkieI'lldrivethePoloVivo.

"SoSis,whenwegettoJoziwewillbestaying



together?"

IlookatSikie,ihavetohaveachatwithhershewill

beaprobleminthatJozishe'sravingabout.

"EweSikelelwa,andI'llbewatchingyoulikeahawk

nofunnybusinessoryou'llgoandstudyNMUor

WSUIdon'tcare"

Imeanit,whenIwentJoburgIknewwhatIwanted

andwentforit,eventhoughthereweretimeswhere

IfeltlikebeingaslayqueengotoclubsandChow

richmen'smoneybutIhadtosetmyprioritiesfirst.

Yesonmyfirstyeariwasfascinatedbythefastlife

andtheclubbinglife.

That'swhenIfellinlovewiththatPediIdiot,not

knowinghewasplayingmeallhewantedwas

coochieandnothingmuch.SoIhavetobecautious

withSikie,shelikesthingstoomuchandshecanbe

easilyinfluenced.

"Yhuu,youdon'thavetobeharshIunderstandIwill

behavetheredon'tworry"

"Mhhh"



IparkedInfrontofmyformerschool,idon'twantto

evengoinsideandgreettheteachers.Some

teacherswerehappythatIfinishedschoolsothatI

couldleavetheschoolandihavemybestteachers

thosewholovedandtoleratedme.

"GoodLuckbabies"

IsayshitIforgotmyphoneathome.

Thistimeoftheyearisaverycrucialone,some

studentskillthemselvesbecauseoftheirresults.

MnaIwasshitscaredonmymatricresultsday,i

didn'twanttheyeartoendInevertrustedmyself

butiwasshockedthatIdidwellthatyearandmade

theparentsproudandsadatthesametimesinceI

toldthemthatIamgoingtostudyinJohannesburg,

theywerenothappybuttheygavemethebenefitof

doubt.

I'mbroughtbackfrommythoughtsbyScreams

fromSikieandherfriends.MigcobogetsInsidethe

car,Sikieisstillscreamingoutsidewithherfriends.

"ArghGirls!"

He'sannoyedIamtoo,butIcan'tbeannoyedIwas



busyshouting'wherethemhatersat?Wherethem

witchesat?'DuringmytimebutyeahstillI'm

annoyed.

"LetmeseeyourStatement"

Hepassedwell4Distinctions

"CongratulationsBhuti,sowhereisyourmindat?"

"Commercedepartmentsister.Iwanttodealwith

businessandfinance"

Inod

"WitsorUJ?"

"Idon'tknowwewillsee,whenarewegoingto

Joburg?Wehavetogoandregister"

"TomorroworDayaftertomorrow.I'mstilllooking

forabiggerspacetostayat"

Henods,finallyMissDivaheregetsinsidethecar.

"5Distinctionssis"

Shesayswavingherstatementinfrontofme.

"Congratulationsbabe,thatmeansmyrecordstill



remainsunbeaten"

Theylaugh,ihad7Distinctions,ireallywantedto

makemyfatherproudandiwasstillstupidcozall

thatwasringinginmyheadwasMedicalschoolbut

lookatmenow,abouttodomy1styearinBusiness

Studieswithmyyoungerbrotherandsister.

IdrovehomewithSikie,whocan'twaittobein

Johannesburg.ShewillbestudyingNursing,ican

seeshewillbethatnursewhoshoutatpatients

aboutmissingdatesandeverythingthatisdonein

nursing.Thatnursewhowillshout'thosewhoare

heretofetchARVsfollowme'Sikieisthatcruel.

Iparknexttodad'scar.

He'sseatednexttothekraal,iwatchasthetwins

walkedtohimandshowedhimtheirresultshe

smilesproudlylookingathiskidsstatement.

Tomorrowbeforeweleavehe'sdefinitely

slaughteringthose2goatsandpeoplewillfeast

heretomorrowhe'sreallythatproud.Myfatherisa

veryproudman,youmustnotdisappointhimhe

canbeveryruthlessbutnonethelesshe'sstillthe



bestfatherIntheworld.

ThetwinswalkedInsidetoshowmamatheresults

andiwenttomyfatherweneedtodiscussthe

iPhonematter.

"Daddy,abouttheconversationwehadearlier"

"HowmuchisthephoneNcumo"

"I'llsellthisonethenwilltellyouabouthowmuchI

willneedfromyou"

Henods

"Youareleavingtomorrow?"

"Idon'tknowI'mstillenjoyingmystayhere,but

SikieandMigcobohavetogoandregister"

Henods,iamrunningawayfromJohannesburg.

I'mnotlookingforwardtothisyear,meworkingat

theofficewithKungomusaaroundIdon'tlikethat

Ideabutit'stheonlywayIcouldreachwhereIwant

tobe.Eventhoughwearecool,he'sinKZNtoo,he

wentrightafterChristmas.I'venevertoldhimthe

reasonIwascryingthatday.Myfakefriendstold

metoshootmyshotbutIcan'the'sengagedRita



madeitknownthatshe'snowMusa'sFianceéIwas

heartbrokenforafewdaysbutItoldmyheartthatI

wasjustasillycrishiwasn'texpectingmetocatch

feelingsbutthesethingshappenwethu.

"IwantYoutoolookoutforyoursiblingsinthere,i

trustyouNia.You'venevergivenusanytroubles

whenyouwenttoJoburg,youbehaved.Iwantyou

tomakesureyoursiblingsarewellbehavedtoo.I

knowyoumaythinkI'maskingyoutoomanythings,

butMigcoboisaManhecantakecareifhimself

butyoursisteristheoneIamworriedabout."

IsighIamworriedtooaboutSikie,butMerywillbe

theretodisciplineher.Shedidthattome,wheni

wentandsmashedHloni'scarWindows.Hloniis

mypediEx,thatfuckboy.ThedayItelly'allabout

Hloniandiyou'dknowthatthere'sacrazierAzania

sidethat'sunknownbutIhaveMerytoputmeinto

place.

"IpromiseyouTataIwilllookafterher,youhave

givenmetherighttobeatherifshegoesastray"

"Don'tkillmydaughterplease,whateveryoudo



don'tyoudarekillmydaughter"

Ilaughed

"RelaxoldmanIwon'tkillher"

"Who'soldman?"

OkayAzaniait'syourtimetoleavenowbeforeyour

oldmantellyouhowgoodhisisinbedorhow

strongheis.

"I'llseeyoudaddyletmegoandnap"

Helaughs,iwalktomyroomandlockedit.

Itookmyphone10missedcallsfromanunknown

number.

Idon'thaveairtimetowastesoI'llcall,whenheor

sheanswersI'lldropthecall.

Icalledthenumber,itringsunanswered.

Thepersonwillseethemissedcall,heorshewill

callme.

Ilaidonmyback

Myphoneringsit'sthenumber



"Hello"

Igreetpolitely.

"Yeahbitch"

Ipauseforaminute,iremovethephonefrommy

earsandlookatthenumbernotnowdevil.

"Sorry?"

Iseatupstraight,ithinkihaveahearingproblem,

sheprobablysaid'yeahbabe'yeah.

"Leavemymanalone"

Ilaughwhoeverthisgirlis,shedoesn'tknowme.

TheDevilbetternotdaremetoday,iamreallytired.

"Whoareyou?"

IknowZintle'svoiceandthisisdefinitelynother

andthelasttimeIsawSiyabongawasthatdayI

chasedhimout,soZintleisoutofmythoughts.

"LookifIwereyouIwouldleavemymanalone,go

andfindsomeoneyours,thisoneismine"

Yeah,theDevilhastestedmeenoughbuttodayit

hastostopI'mGod'sfavouriteChildphelamina



andenzwanjalo.Iwanttotellthisgirltofuckoffbut

there'sthisvoicethat'sinmyheadthatwantsmeto

justdropthisphoneandsleepcozthisistotallya

wrongnumber.

"Yhosisisorrythisisawrongnumbergoandspeak

totherightpersonyouaredefinitelyspeakingto

wrongperson"

"JongaLuncumoleaveKungomusaaloneokay?"

Ilaughedsohard,soit'sRitatheDevil'sagentinthe

flesh.

"Whyareyoubotheredbymyrelationshipwith

Musa?"

"Musa?Don'tpissmeoffyoubitch.Betterleavemy

manalone"

"I'mnotdoingthatshitandstopcallingmeabitch"

Shewasreallystartingtopissingmeoffnow.Why

usgirlsgoforthegirlsandnottheman?

"Lookbabygirl,iwasjustgivingyouawarning.

Kungomusawillshowyoulove,careandeverything

buthealwayscometome.Askothergroupieslike



youtheyknowaboutme.Evennowiamathis

homesteadinKZNwithhisfamilyandihavearing

onmyfinger,sobeforehebreaksyourheartleave

himcozitwillbesadtoseeyoubrokenjustlike

otherbitcheswhotriedtotakemyman"

Irolledmyeyes,ifinsanewasapersonRitawould

definitelybeher.

"Tellhimtoleavemealonethen,andI'mnota

groupie.Inshowinghisloveandallyousaying

doesKungomusatakeaprivateJetjusttomake

surethegroupieisalright?"

Shedoesn'tsayanything

"Looklove,talktoYourman.Putaleashonhimand

stopbeingsodesperate.Whyareyoueven

bothered?Imeanyouhaveringasyousayandyou

arewithhisfamily.SonexttimeIwon'tbethisnice

talktoyourmannotme"

"JustleaveKungomusaalone"

"HappyBirthdayNono"

Idroppedthecall,HaibobasileoRita.



"Makesurewedon'tmeet,shouldwemeetI'llfuck

youup"

It'samessagefromher.

Icallher

"Yes"sheanswers.

"Jongamntasewenotfriendsneverwillbe,you

bettermakesurewedon'tmeet.Nzakukhabaunye

mna!Askyourmanhewilltellyou,idon'tplaywith

smallkidsI'llfuckyouup.Thisbetterbethelast

timeyouaretalkingtomelikethis,I'llslapthat

makeupoffyouruglyfacedon'tshitonmeandyou

betternotcallmeagainyoucrazypsychonx!"

Idroppedthecall,youknowwhenyouareatpeace

andcomessomeonetoruinthatpeace.IthankGod

forkeepingmeincomposuretodayhereallyhave

mybackthere'snoneedformetoseehisfaceIjust

knowicantrustthathehasmyback,myG.That

Lucifer'sdaughterisreallytryingmeshewillgetme,

BloodyDevil'sagent!

.
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"Bafocanwetalk?"

IlookatJuniorthere'ssomethingimportantthathe

wantsustotalkabouticanseebyhisfacial

expression,andit'snotsomethingGood.

Wetookawalkandwenttothefarmhouse.

"WhatisIt?"

Wearenowseatedonthebarstoolwatchingthe

cattle.

"Whatgameareyouplaying?"



Ilookathim,Juniorrespectsmeashisolder

brotherbutwheneverhedoesn'tlikesomethinghe

tellsmestraightupsameasmewetalkjustlike

brothers,wegeteachother.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"LuncumoandRita"

He'smainfocusisonthecattle,wearenot

maintaininganyeyecontactbutyoucantellbyhis

voicethathisisseriousandhewantsanswers.

"Whataboutthem?"

"BafoIhaveneverseenyoubeinghappywith

someonenotevenwithRita,butwithLuncumoyou

letyourguarddown.Youhappywithher,youcare

aboutherjustthewayyoucareaboutMaZuluabout

usyoursiblingsorwaymore.ShouldRitasendyou

amassagesayingthatshe'sdyingyouwouldthink

it'soneofhertantrumsortryingtoemotionally

blackmailyoubutshouldLuncumotellyouthat,

youwouldtaketheprivateJetandgotowherever

sheis.Youworrywhenshe'snotspeakingtoyouor

takingyourcalls.Younevergivefirstyearstudents



internshipsbutyoudidthatforLuncumo.SoI'm

askingyouagain,whatgameareyouplaying?"

He'sright,whatgameamIplayingat?

"Totellyouthetruth,whenIfirstlaidmyeyeson

hersomethingaboutherdrewme.ThefirstchatI

hadwithherIknewthatiwillhavetokeepher

closertome,she'sdifferentfromRita.She'sFierce,

she'sfeistyshecommandsattentionjustbylooking

ather,she'severythingandmore"

"WhydidyouengageRita?Whyissheherewiththe

familythen?Whyareyoutwostilltogether?"

"Ididn'tengageher,shedidthatherself"

Helaughed,Junioronlybecomessoftwhenhehas

warmeduptoaperson,he'salwaysserious,just

likeme.Nqabayomziistheonlycarefreeone

betweenthethreeofus,healwayssaythatweare

waytooseriousaboutlifeweshouldloosenup

sometimes.

"Youmeansheboughtaringandengagedherself?"

Ichuckle



"Yeah,andpostedonmyInstagramtoo.NowShe

wantsanEngagementphotoshoot"

Helaughs

"TobehonestwithyouBafoIlikeLuncumoforyou,

butshe'scrazythatone"

TheylaughrememberingtheSiyabongaincident

"Whateverthatguydidhereallypissedheroff"

"Yeahhereallydid,idon'twanttobeonherbad

books.Shewouldgomad"

Helaughs

"Iwouldlovetoseetheactionmoviebetweenthe

twoofyou"

IshakemyheadIdon'ttofightwithLuncumoshe's

theonlypersonthatIwouldneverfightwith,it's

gettinglate.Ihaven'tcalledhertoday.

"SowhatareyougoingtodowithRita?"

"Idon'tknowbafo,iwould'vetoldyouifIknew.I

canseeshesensesthatI'mnolongerintoherbut

she'sforcingthingshencetheEngagement.Ihave



tofindawaytocallthingsoffwithher"

Henods.

"Yeahdothat,iamsureshe'salreadyplanninga

weddingrightnowandifyoudon'tstophernow,

you'llfindyourselfgettingmarriedinmonthstime"

Inodinagreement,Ritaisthatcrazyandvery

obsessive.IshouldhaveatalkwithhertonightSo

thatwhenwegettoJohannesburgwewillbe

separated.

"Ihearyoubafo,iwasjustlookingoutforLuncumo

that'sall.Idon'twanttoseeherhurtingcozIcan

seethewayshelooksatyou,shelovesyoubrother"

"Iknow,icanseeitInhereyesshereallydoeslove

me"

Henods.

"Okayletmecallher,ididn'tcallhertoday"

"Letmegiveyouspace,I'llgocheckonthecows"

InodandringLuncumo.

Afterafewringssheanswers.



"Yeah"

"Isthathowweanswereachother'sphonecalls?"

Icanhearhersigh

"WhatdoyouwantKungomusa?"

Icanfeelthatthere'ssomethingwrongwithher,

shesoundsannoyed

"WhathaveIdonenow?"

"LookKungomusa,youhaveaFianceéandshe

pissedmeoff.Idon'tknowwhat'shappening

betweenthetwoofYou,butdon'tgetmeinvolved."

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"YourFianceéjustcalledKungomusa,she

threatenedmetellingIshouldleaveyoualone.Just

likeanyothergroupiesyouhaveflingswithyouwill

discardmeandleavemewithabrokenheart.Itold

herwheretogetoff,andwarnedherKungomusa

I'mnotherfriendIwillbeatherflatassandshewill

runawayeachandeverytimesheseesme,I'mnot

hermate."

Shedroppedthecall.



WheredidRitagetNcumo'snumber?

Luncumoiscallingme.

"Ncumo"shedropsthecall,icallherandshe

answersimmediately

"Ncumo"

Isayagain

"Iwantedtotellyouthatnevercallmeagain,don't

evercallmeKungomusaImeanit.I'llbetheone

callingifIwanttotalktoyouorImissyou.You

don'tcallmeareweclearBaba?"

Baba?Istiflemylaugh

"Yesmadame"

"Good,tellthatskinnyDevil'sagentofyourstorun

whensheseemeotherwiseIwillbearrestedfor

Assault,YouknowwhatIamcapableof

Kungomusa.Ndizambulalamnalamntana

undiqhelekakubiAlready"

Shedropsthecall.

Myphonebeepsanincomingmessage,it'sfrom



Luncumo.

"Don'tcallmeEver!"That'shermessageIshakemy

hand.

IwalktowhereJuniorisstandingat.

"RitacalledLuncumo,ShetoldherthatIwillleave

herwithabrokenheart.IhavetotalkwithRita"

"Calmdownfirst,beforeyoutalktoher"

"Let'swalkbackhome"

Wewalkedbackhome.

Nqabayomziwasrushingtooneofthecars,hewas

onhiswayout.

"I'vebeenlookingforYoueverywhereWherethe

hellwereYou?RitaJustwentcrazy.She's

smashingandbreakingeverythingthat'sinyour

house"

"What?"

Irantomyhouseattheback,icanhearthings

breaking.

Igotinside,shelookslikeaMadwomanrightnow.



"DoYouloveher?Isshethatgoodinbed?"

"Ritawhatareyouonabout?"

ShethrowsacupmydirectionIduckithitsthedoor.

"Whatthefuck?"

"Youwenttoher,youwenttovisitherwherevershe

Is!.Whatdoesshehavethatidon'thaveMusa?"

Shecomesmywaycrying

"IloveyouKungomusa,Igaveyoumyall.Ifell

inlovewithyouthemomentIlaidmyeyesonYou,i

amhere.Weareengagedbaby,abouttoget

married.Whyareyoudoingthistome?Whyme?"

Shetakesmyhandsandhugsme

"Pleasedon'tleavemeMusa,pleasemylove.Iwill

killmyselfifyouleaveme,iwillkillmyselfnow.

Tellmeyoulovemerightnowandyouwillget

marriedtome"

Shebreaksthehugandbacksoff,shetakesaglass

andpointsitonherthroat.

"TellmenowKungomusa"



Shescreamswipinghertearsaway

Ihavenochoicebutcalmherdownandtalktoher

nicely.

"Lookbaby,idon'tloveheratall.Wearejustfriends

butyouareimportanttome,ifyoudon'tlikeheror

don'twantmetobefriendswithherIwillbreak

thingsoffwithher.Wearejustfriendsthat'sallI

promiseYou,iwillblockhernumberblockherfrom

everything.IamsosorrymyloveIwouldneverdo

thattoyouagain.NgiyaxolisasthandwaSam,

ngiyakuthandaRitabileyouaretheonlywomanI

loveandwillalwayslove.There'snowomanwhoI

canlovebetterthanYou,nowdropthatandcome

here."

Shedropstheglassandcomesintomyarms

"IwillkillmyselfKungomusaifyouleavemeI

promiseyou."

"Itwon'tcometothatbabydon'tworry.Iloveyouso

much"

Shenods



"Iamsorryforthemass,iwasmad.Shetalkedto

mewithsuchdisrespectshedisrespectedme.I

wasangryandmad,andyouwerenowheretobe

seen.Idecidedtomakethemass,iamreallysorry

thatImadethismessinyourhomesteadwithyou

wholefamilyhere"

Inod

"It'sokaybabe,youhadyourreasons"

"Thiswillmakeyourmotherhatememore,shewill

thinkIamcrazy"

"Allmothers-in-lawarelikethatbaby,shewillcome

around"

Shenodsandbreaksthehugandtakethebroom.

"Don'tdothatyouwillhurtyourselfI'llasksome

cleaningcompanyaroundtocome."

Shenods

"IneedtofixsomethingwithJuniorIwillbeback"

Shenodsandlayonbed

"I'llbenapping"



Inodthenwalkedout,isighedassoonaswalked

out..

Mymothergivesmeadisapprovinglookassoonas

Iwalkintothemainhouse.

"NotnowMaZuluI'malreadytiredfromallthe

DramacanIpleaserest?"

"Iwasn'tgoingtosayanything,nowthatyou'vesaid

something.Idon'tlikethatgirl,sendhertothe

mentalasylumwhereherfriendsareat,sheis

crazy."

"Ican'tdothatma!"

"YouhavenochoiceMusa,otherwiseyouwillgetin

troublewiththisgirl.Dosomethingabouther,she's

notgoodforthisfamilynorgoodforyou.Shewill

ruinyournameandbringyoudown.Choosewisely

son".

Shepatsonmyshoulder.

Iseatdownandsigh,ineedtohearNcumo'svoice

butshedoesn'twantmetocallher.I'llgiveher

tomorrowonlythencallhershewillanswermy



phone.She'stheonlythingthatmakessenseinmy

liferightnow,ijustwanttomakeherminesothatI

canbeatpeace.

.

.

Idon'tpostonweekends,Buttheinsertis

sponsored.

Goodnight

THIRTEEN

.

I'mattheReceptionandthereceptionistis not

herethat'ssounlikeher.IunblockMusaandcall

him.

"WowshefinallyunblocksMe,HelloNcumo"

Irollmyeyes,he'stoodramatic.Iblockhimfor3

daysandhe'salreadysulkingaboutit,hehasto

growupandgetusedtoitcozI'llbeblockinghim

everydayofhislifeandunblockhimwheneverI

wantto.



"I'mbythereceptionandnooneishere,what

shouldIdo?"

IaskIneedthevisitorstagsothatIcanfinallyget

anaccess.

"Justtakethevisitor'stag.Ihavetolookforanother

ReceptionistthisNewonedoesn'tdotherightjob

she'sstartingtogetonmynerves"

Inodasifhecanseeme.

"Sure,seeyouinafew"

Idroppedthecall,isignedthevisitingRegisterand

tookthevisitor'stagIwonderwhathappenedto

thatsweetReceptionist.

IgotinsidetheliftandpressedMusa'sFloorwhich

Isthelastfloor.

"Azaniahey,HappyNewYearBabes"

YhuuIhatetheseHappyNewyearthings,yeswe

knowit'sthenewyearsowhat?,

"HeyThatohappynewyeartoo"shehasbigbellyis

shepregnant?



"Arewepregnant?"

Shelaughsandsmilessweetly

"Yeswearepregnant"

Inod

"MrKhanyilehaswaterdoyouneedanything?"

"NothanksI'llbefine"

Shenodsandheadstohersmalloffice,iknockand

getinsideMusa'sOffice.

"Hey,HappyNewyear!"

Heseemsexcitedtoseeme.

Wehug

"HappyNewyeartoyoutoo"

HesmilesIpulloutofthehugeventhoughIstill

wanttobeinhisarmsforthelongesttime.

"HowareYou?"

Heasksreturningtohisseat.

Itakeaseattoo



"IamgoodhowareYou?"

"Iamgood,yoursiblingshassettled?"

"Yeahwewentforregistrationstodaythat'soneof

thereasonsiamhere"

Henods

"IneedthefinancialstatementthatIwillbefunded

bythecompany"

"Ohyeahohokay,LetmecallJuniortotellhisteam

tomakethefinancialreportIforgotaboutitiam

sorry"

Inod.

"Doyouhavethedocumentsfromwits?Areyou

alreadyregistered?"

Igivehimthedocuments

"Yeaheverythingisokay,onlyfundingismissing"

Henods

"SoIwillgetmonthlyallowancejustlikeNSFAS?"

"YesyouwillReceiveitdon'tworry"



Inod

"LetmecallJuniortocome"

HetakesouttheofficecallandsummonJuniorto

cometohisoffice.

"Howyou'vebeen?"

Heaskedconcerned

"I'vebeendoinggreatthankyouforasking"

Henods,idon'taskabouthim.Wejustlookateach

othernowordsexchangedI'mfeelingvery

uncomfortablebecauseofthewayhe'slookingat

me.

There'saknockattheDoorandJuniorwalksinside,

icanfinallybreath.

"LuncumoHey,HowAreYou?"

He'ssmiling?Haibopeoplehe'ssmiling

"JuniorHi,I'mGoodandyourself?"

"Iamgoodtoo,youlookgood.Thisnewyearis

treatingyougoodmos"



OkaywhythehellisHethistalkative?ButIlikehim

thiswaythough.

"ThankYou,iguessthisyearismyyear".

Isayshrugging,hesmiles.

"Bafo?"

Henowacknowledgethathisbrotherisinthesame

room

"Bafo,Ncumoishereforthefincialproofforthe

funding.It'sneededatherschoolcanyouquickly

gatheryourteam?"

"Yeah,I'llaskLehlogonolotoworkonitrightnow.

WhereareherdocumentsSothatwecanmake

sureshe'sinthesystem"

Musahandshimthedocuments

"Alright,giveus30minutesandwewillcomehere

foryoutosignAndwewillgiveyoutheinternship

contractyouwillgoandreadandbringithere

signedwewillgiveyoutimetoreadit.Kungomusa

willtellyouhowyourinternshipwillwork"

Inod



"That'sfinebyme"

"OkayletmegoanddothisIwillcomebackwith

ourfinancialmanagerforyoutosign"

Inod,hetakesmydocumentsandleaves.

"SohowwillthisInternshipwork?"

30minutesisaverylongtimetospendwithMusa

withoutAzaniahavingdirtythoughts.

"Sinceyouwillbeafulltimestudentwewillhaveto

seeyourTimetablesoThatthedayswhereyou

don'thaveanyclassesyou'llbehereintheoffice

evenonthedayswhereyourclassesendsearlyyou

willhavetocometotheoffice.Whatyouwillbe

studyingatwitsyouwillbeexperimentingithere,

you'llgetallthestudyingmachinesbutasI'vesaid

youfailwepulloutandthere'snothingIcandoit's

theCompany'sprotocoltoallinterns"

"SoamItheonlyonewhoistheintern?"

"FirstyearInternyes,weonlygiveinternshiptolast

yearstudents".

"ThenwhyareyougivingmetheInternship?"



"Itoldyouthere'sasparkthatyouhavethatwemay

needinthiscompany.Youhavefreshideasyou

haveconfidenceinyourself.Weneedpeoplelike

You,ifthis1styearstudentsinternshipworksnext

yearwewillrecruitmanystudents.Somakesure

youworkyourassoff,youwillhavetoworkhardif

bytheendofthe4yearsperiodyouwanttobethe

HeadofTheMarketingDepartment."

Inod

"Iwillworkhard,ipromiseyou"

Henodsandsmile

"Betternotdisappointme"

HesaysthattakingoffhisBlazerandunbuttoned

thetopbuttonofhisshirtanddrankhiswater.

"You'llmakemegetchockedbythewaterstop

stirring"

Iquicklylookedawayhelaughed

"WhathappenedtousNcumo?"

Hestoodupandsatonthecouchthat'snexttothe

door,iturnedthechairtolookathim.



"Yourfianceehappenedandihadtorespecther"

Henods

"ImissYou!"

Idon'tsayanythingandidon'tevenknowwhatto

do.

"Imissourlatenightcalls,imissyoursilly

conversationsandcrazyself.Imissmyfirstfemale

bestfriend"

AhhdidhejustsayI'mcrazy?Thisboynah!

"Imissyoutoo".

HaiboLuncumoyouemotionalprick!

"Pleasegivemeachance"

Haibosomeonepleasegetinside,ineedthatwater

Thatoofferedearlier.

"Whatchance?"

"TobewithYou"

Ifanmyself,iamallhotandstuff.Someoneplease

cometotherescue.There'saknockatthedoor,ahh



thankyouGodforBhekelaringmeman.

Juniorenters,OhhellNo!

"Azania!"

There'sthatsmileofhis.

"Yeahthisyearisdefinitelynotmine"

JuniorandMusaareshockedbymystatement.

"Doyouguysknoweachother?"

Musaaskwithaconcerninhisvoice.

"JuniorwherearethepapersthatIhavetosign?"

I'mnotInthemood,idon'twantmyreputationto

betaintedsoallIhavetodoistoignoreallthe

Devil'sagent.TothinkIwillbeworkingwithhimin

thiscompanyfor4yearsannoysme.Hlonitreated

melikeshit,andihatehimwithmyeverything.

"AzaniaweareIntheofficethisisnotthetimefor

yourunrulyself.Wewillbeseeingeachothermore

oftensobetterfixyourattitudethisisthework

spaceandstopbeingchildishyoubetterbehave!"

Nohedidn't,iamshakingrightnow.Alltheanger,



thehatethatIhaveforhimis100timesmoreright

now..Hloniisjustaprickjustlikehealwaysisand

alwayswillbe.

"Okay"

Inod,tearsareburningmyeyestheywanttocome

out,Thismandamagedmeandhehasallthe

Audacityinthisworldtotellmeshit!Iamreally

angryatthismoment.

"Good"

Hesaysthenhandsmepapers,ican'tletthisgo.

IplacethepapersontopofMusa'stable.

"Onsecondthoughtsletmebringoutmyunrulyself

that'swhatyouwantnehHloni?Doyouexpectme

tosmileaftereverythingyou'vedonetome?Doyou

thinkyoubeingherewillstopme?Whodoyouthink

youare?Don'tstartshitwithmeLehlogonolo!"

"AzaniastopbeingsodesperateAndbitchy"

Islappedhimrightonhisface.

"Desperateyousay?Don'tyoudare!"



I'mtryingbyalltocalmmyselfdownandidon't

needMusanorhisbrothertoseemewhenI'm

angry.SothebetteroptionistoleavebeforeIdo

somethingcrazy.

"MusaIcan'ttakeyouroffer,itwasAgreatone

trustmebutIdon'tthinkIwilleverbeabletowork

withaRapist"

ItookmybagandranoutofMusa'soffice.

ThankGodNqabawalksoutfromtheliftIgetinside

theliftandcloseit,ipressedthegroundfloor.

Iwipemytears,theliftpingsIgetout..ithrowthe

Visitor'scardonthereceptiondesk,the

Receptionistisshockedandidon'tgiveafuck.

Iwalkedoutandwenttotheparkinglot,I'mlooking

forhisRedGTIifhehasn'tchangedit.

Icanseeit,iknowthenumberplate.

Ilookoutforanobject,hewillhavetopayfor

anotherWindowsjustforcallingmedesperateand

bitchy.

Inoticeaguywithtirepuncturehe'sremovingthe



tirehewillputanotherone.

"HellocanIpleasehaveoneofthose?"

He'samechanicjudgingbythedangareehe's

wearing.

"What?"

"Thosemetalthings!"

"OhaSparow?"

Inod

"Whatareyougoingtodowithit?"

"I'llfixsomething"

Henodsandgivesittome.

IwalktoHloni'scar,istartsmashingfromthefront

windowfirst.Thecar'salarmstartsmakingnoise

butthat'snotstopping.IsmashotherWindows,the

Mechaniccomesmyway.

"Sorryladypleasestopyou'llhurtyourself"

"YoucomecloserI'llhityouwiththisthing"

Heturnsbackandraiseshishandsinsurrender.



IcanseeSecuritiesrunninghere,idon'tstopbut

continueonbreakingtheWindows,nowI'mdenting

thecar.I'mhitingwherever,iseeRedeverythingin

myeyesisred.HloniunleashedthecrazyAzania

Again!.

Oneofthesecurityguysheldme.

"Youletmegoasshole"

IscreamlikeaMadman.

IcanseeHlonicoming,nowIwanttountangle

myselffromthesecuritybuthe'sholdingmetightly.

Ipressmyheeltiponhisfoothefinallyletmego.

IremovedmyleftheelandthrewitonHloni'sface.

"Youwantedmetobeunrulyandcrazyright?This

ismebeingcrazy"

Iremoveanothersideandhithimwithit.

Idon'tknowhowandwhenMusagotherebutI'm

onhisshoulderslikeasackofpotatoes,I'mhitting

hisback,I'mkickingandscreaming.

Heshovesmeinsidethecarandhegetsintooand

drivesoff.



"Whatwasthat?YouknowLehlogonolocangetyou

arrested?"

"Hemusttrybabeshemusttrytogetmearrestedi

sweariwillkillhim"

Hejustlaughs

"Whatareyoulaughing?"

"Whyhiscarthough?Whynothim?"

"Idon'tknow.Hecheatsandflexeswithit,soInow

whereithurtsthemostandthat'shiscar."

"Soyouusedtodate?"

"Yeah,thatguydidmedirtylikeforrealyoudon't

knowthethingsbehasdonetome"

Heoffersmewater,I'mtryingtocalmmyselfdown.

"WannaTalkaboutit?YoumentionedRapewhile

wewereinside.YoucalledhimaRapist"

"IwasyoungwhenImethim,Stillnewinthisbig

city.IwasdumbandnaiveIguesshetook

advantageofthat.OnedayIwilltellyouallaboutit,

butnowIamnotready"



Henods

"SoMr,whereareyoutakingme?"

"Tocooldown"

"Thecooldownplacedoesn'thaveaname?"

Hesmilesanddrivesthroughthegravelroad.

"Ihopeyouwon'tkillmewhereveryouaretaking

meto"

"Idon'tkillpeoplewhoIlove"

"Love?"

Hesmilesthenparksthecarinfrontofthedouble

storeyWoodhouse.

Therearenohouseshere,butthisistheonlyhouse

that'sInthemiddleofnowhere!

Heopensthedoorforme,igetout.

It'shothere

Heunlocksthedoorusinghisfingerprints.

"WOW"that'sallIsay,thishouseissobeautifulI

lovethewoodandlavendersmell,hetakesme



upstairsthere'sabalcony.Icanseethecityof

JoburgfarI'msureatnightthesightistodiefor.

"MaZuluwashere,therewasatimewhenshewas

havingamentalbreakdownbecauseofus,herkids.

Me,JuniorandNqaba."

Wearenowseatedonthewoodenchairs

"Whatdidyouguysdo?"

"Wellthethingsthatboysdo,gotIntotroublefora

fewtimesandgotintothebadsideofthelaw.

That'swhyIcarealotaboutmymother,shemay

seemstrongbutshe'snot.Mentallyshe'sweak,

that'swhyalotofsocialmediapeopledon'tknow

abouthertheywoulddestroyher.Sowhenever

thingsgettoomuchforhershecomesherejustto

breath"

Inod

Indeedthisplaceisbeautifulplusverychilledand

relaxing.

"Doyouloveher?"

Idon'tknowwhyI'maskingthatthough



"Who?"

"Rita"

Hesighs

"MineandRitabile'srelationshipendedmonths

backshebecameobsessive,Controling,Crazy.She

startedhurtingherselfsothatIdon'tleaveher,she

accusedmeofcheatingthatdrovemestraightto

cheatingcozIwasn'tfeelingheranymorebutshe

wouldemotionallyblackmailme.Herlaststraw

nowwasherengagingherself."

WaitWhat!Youdon'tsay.

"What?"

I'mholdingmylaugh

"LaughIknowyouwanttoLaugh"

Ilaughedhejoinedmetoo.

"Sobabygirlproposedtoherself?"

WhatawasteofmytearsHaibo,DaddyGodwhy

wouldyouallowmytearsgointowaste?

"YeahshedidandposteditonmyInstagram"



Inodded

"There'ssomethingwrongwithheryoushoulddo

somethingaboutthatsheneedshelp."

Henods

"I'llseewhatIcando.Iwantoutfromthat

Relationship"

Ididn'tsayanythingIjuststoodupandwenttothe

glassjusttoseetheview.Hecameandstoodright

nexttome.

Noonesaidanything,wewerejustlookingatthe

viewthinkingaboutwhateverwearethinkingabout.

I'mnowcalm,ijustneededthisplacejusttohavea

differentairandbreathnicely.

"Pleasecomehere"

Mybodyinvoluntarilywenttohim.

Hehuggedmefrombehindandwelookedat

absolutelynothing.

ThefeelingofhavinghiminmyarmsispricelessI

wishwecouldstaylikethisforeverbutwehaveto

gobacktoreality.



"Pleasedosignthepapers."

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustenjoyedbeinginhisarms.

.

.

Sorryfornotpostingbutit'sDecemberGoodpeople

therewillbedaysthatIwon'tbeabletopost.

Pleasedoforgiveme

SPONSORED

.

FOURTEEN

.

KUNGOMUSAKHANYILE

.

"Whereareyoucomingfromthislate?"

Isigh

"WhereelsecouldIbeifnotwork?"

Iwalkedpassher



"Youwerewithherright?"

"NotNowRitaI'mnotinthemood"

Itookoffmyclothesthengotinsidetheshower.

Icanhearglassesbreaking,isighthisisstartingto

annoymeprettymuch.

IamgettingtiredofThis,MaZuluisrightRitaisnot

mentallywellandsheneedshelpsoonbeforeshe

doessomethingmoredrastic.

IquicklydriedmyselfandworeaGown.

"Ritastopthisshitnow!"

"HowcanIstopknowingthatyouwillgobackto

heragain?"

"Iwasnotwithher,iamgettingtiredofthese

tantrumsofyours.Whatdoyouwantmetodo?To

provethatyouaretheonethatIlove?"

Shelooksatmeanddropsthelampshewas

holding.

Shecomesintomyarms

"IloveyouKungomusa,ireallydo.Idon'twantto



shareyounorlooseyou"

Isigh

"IloveyoutooRita,butyouareslowlypushingme

awayintocheating.IfyoukeepondoingthisI'll

leaveyouandgoaroundandcheat,isthatwhatyou

want?"

"Nothat'snotwhatIwant,iamsorry"

"Yeahyouhavetobesorry.IloveyouRita,ireally

dobutyouaremakingthingsverydifficultforthe

bothofus."

Shelooksatme

"AreyoudumpingmeKungomusa?"

"What?NoIamnotButIamclosetoifyoudon'tget

yourshittogether.NoteverydayI'llcomebackata

normaltime,ihavebusinessestorunandyouknow

that.Soican'thavelatemeetingswithclients

becauseIwaswithNcumo?Don'tbepettyRita

please,yourshitisdrainingandannoyingmenow"

"Iamsorrybaby,iamreallysorry.Itwon'thappen

againandiwon'taskaboutyourwhereaboutsI



trustyoumylove"

"CleanallofthisIwillbeback,iamgoingtomyin-

houseoffice"

"ButIwantedustotalkaboutourwedding,when

areyousendingyourunclesforLobola?Wehavea

weddingtoprepareforKungomusadon'tyouknow

that?Canyoubeseriousaboutthisweddingjust

likeotherengagedtobemarriedman"

Isigh

"Giveme10minutes,cleanallofthisthenwewill

talk.Ihavetomakeaveryimportantcall"

Shenods

Iwalkedintomyminiofficethenclosethedoor.

IcheckedonlineforthesafestandprivateMental

asylumsaroundJohannesburg.

StJoseph'sMentalasyluminParkTownwasthe

oneIlike.

Igavethemaphonecall

"StJoseph'sMentalasylumHowcanwehelpYou?"



"GoodEvening,iwanttoadmitsomeone.She'smy

fianceshe'snotmentallyokay.Ifshedoesn'tget

thehelpthatsheneedsshewillendupkilling

herself?"

"What'sherdiagnosis?"

"Idon'tknow,shenevercametomeasacrazy

person.Buttimeandtimeagainshethreatenstokill

herself.Sheoncetriedsuicidebutitneverworked,

wheneversomethinghappensshedestroysthe

entirehouse.SomedaysIcan'tevencalmher,she

evenengagedherselfandicansayshe'sobsessed

withmeandherobsessionisverydangerous"

"Alright,canyoupleasegiveusyouraddresswewill

sendanAmbulancethatwillcomeandfetchher.Is

shecalmnow?"

"Yessheiscalm"

"Alrightyouraddress?"

"48WatermeyerRoadBassonia"

"Alrightourdoctorandnursesareontheirway"

"Alrightthankyousomuch"



"Youarewelcomesir"

Idroppedthecall,ihopeIamdoingtherightthing

withRitaandihopeshewillforgivemeoneofthese

dayswhenshehasbetteredherself.

Iwalkedout,shewasnowwatchingthe

Kardashians.

"Heybaby,youdone?Canwetalkaboutour

weddingplans?"

Isatnexttoher

"Ritaistheresomethingthatyouarenottelling

me?"

Shelooksatmewithafrownonherface

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?Youknoweverything

aboutme"

"ButIdon'tknowyourmentalhealth,thisthingsof

destroyingeachandeverythingwhenwearehaving

afightisnotnormal,plusthesuicideattempts

that'snotnormaltoo,there'ssomethingthatis

botheringyou."

Shesighs



"IknowandiamsorrybutIamnotcrazy

Kungomusa"

"Iamnotyousayingyouare,ijustwanttohelpyou

that'sall.Iwanttobethereforyouwhenyouneed

me,iwantyoutotrustme."

Tearsfallfromherbeautifulface

"Youloveherdon'tYou?"

She'scalm,butIamnottakinganychances

"ThisisnotaboutLuncumo,it'saboutyou.Let'snot

includeherhere,wearetalkingaboutyouandyour

mentalhealth,idon'twantyoudyinginmyhands"

Shewipeshertears

"Iamsorryaboutallthosetantrums,ipromiseyouI

willneverdestroyanythingbaby.Wearegetting

marriedsooncanwetalkaboutthat?Let'sforget

aboutallthesefights,iamfine.Whenarewehaving

ourwedding?"

"Okay,whosaidIwanttogetmarried?Youengaged

yourselfRita,youdidn'ttellmeaboutthatandyou

wentandposteditonmyInstagram"



"Youwerenotdoinganything,we'vebeentogether

forthepast3years.Oneofushadtothinkabout

ourfutureandihadtoengagemyselfsinceyou

werenotupforit.Youdidn'thaveaproblematfirst

whynow?"

She'sraisinghervoice

"Don'traiseyourvoice,weweretalkingcalmly.

Nowcalmdownandlistentome"

Shenodsthenbreathsinandout

"LookRita,ilikedyouthefirsttimeIlaidmyeyeson

you.Iknewyouwereaninfluencerandlikedyou.

Westartedofasfriendswithbenefitsandwe

catchedfeelings,WefellInlovewitheachother,that

wasOkay.Youwereagreatgirlfriend,yesIdidyou

dirtybycheatingonyoubutIalwayscamebackto

You.YouchangedRita,younotthesameRitawho

wasfulloflife,thesameRitawholovedandvalued

herselfmore,thesameRitawhowouldn'tsettlefor

less.Iwon'tlietoyouRita,ifelloutoflove.It'snot

becauseofLuncumo,bythetimethatshecamemy

loveforyoudiedmonthsago.Ihopedthatyouwill



gobacktothatsameRitathatIfellinlovewithbut

youkeptondoingthesamethingsthatmademe

driftawayfromyou.Icareaboutyouandiwill

alwayscareaboutyounomatterwhat.Hencethe

reasonwhyIdidwhatIamabouttodo,iwantyou

togobacktothatoldRitaandfindsomeonewho

willloveyoumorethanyoulovethembecauseIam

nottheoneforyou.Pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme,butjustknowthatIdidallofthis

becauseIcareaboutyouandiwantyoutogoback

toyouroldself,Fulloflifeandlaughterandgoback

toenjoyyourlife.Whenyoucomeback,I'llbehere

foryouasafriend,iwillalwaysbethereforyou

don'tworry"

Ihuggedhertightly,shewascrying

"Whereyouaregoing,youwillgetallthehelpthat

youneedandyouwillcomebackperfectlyfine,and

iwillbehereforyoubuddy"

Ikissherforehead.

There'sabuzzattheGate,iopenedforthem.

"WhereareyoutakingmeKungomusa?"



Shelooksatmeworriedly

"Somewheresafeandprivateforyoutohealandbe

abetterandgreatversionofyourself"

shenods

"IloveyouKungomusawithallofmyheart.I'llgo

andgetthehelp,ijusthopeshelovesyouthesame

wayIloveyou"

Shehugsme,there'saknockatthedoor

"CanIgoandopenforthem?"

She'scryingloudlyinmyarms,ican'tmoveaninch

becauseshe'sholdingmetightly

"Ritapleasegatheryourself,whenyouarebetterI

willcomeandvisityou."

Sheletsgoandseatonthecouchcrying.

Iopenthedoor,there'safemaledoctorandtwo

malenurse.

"GoodEveningsir,iamDoctorDlamini"

"KungomusaKhanyile"



"Everyoneknowsyou"

Shelaughsalittle

Weshakehands

"Whereisthepatient?"

IpointatRitaCryingonthecouch

"YourFiance?"

"Yesher,ibelievetheMentalAsylumisprivateand

notevenonepersonwillknowaboutherbeing

there"

"Yessir,don'tworry.Wekeepourpatientsprivate,

wehavecelebritiesinourfacilitybutyou'venever

seensomethinglikethatonnewsornewspapers,

henceweareprivate"

Inod

"Thankyousomuch,youcantakeher"

TheymovepastmeandwalkedtothewailingRita.

"IloveyouKungomusasomuch"

Shesaysscreaming



Inod,idon'twanttosayIloveyoutoobecauseshe

maythinkthatIstillloveher.

ShefaughtwiththeNursesjusttohugme

"IwillbebetterMusa,iwillbe."

Theysedateherandplacedheronthestretcher..

"ThankyouMrKhanyile,pleasesignthisformfor

heranddropitbytheasylumtomorrowmorning"

"AlrightIwilldon'tworry"

Shenodsandleft.

Isighedandlaunchedmyselfonthecouch.

Itookoutbothourphonesanddeletedourpictures

togetheroneachandeverysocialmediaplatforms

eventheringpictures,therewasnothingofus

together..

Idon'twanthertothinkwearestilltogetherwhen

shecomesback,shemusn'tlookbackonherpast

butmoveoneventhoughitwillbedifficultforher.

Myphoneringsit'sJunior

"Bafo,whereareYou?MaZuluiswaitingforYou?"



ShitIforgotaboutthemeetingwiththeparents

"Iamonmyway,igotheldup"

"Sure"

Idroppedthecall,iwasstillwearingthegown.

Ilotionandworecasualclothesthendroveto

Bedfordviewtomyparent'shouse.

.

"WhereisyouFianceé?"

Nqabaasksmockinglyasapproachthem,henever

likedRita

"She'sinaMentalAsylum.Sanibonani"

IkissMaZuluonherforehead

"Whatdoyoumeanshe'sintheMentalAsylum?"

MaZuluasksshocked

"Sheactedupagain,anditookyouradviceandsent

hertothementalasylum"

Theynod

"Soareyoudonewithher?"



Juniorask

"Yeswearedone.WhenshecomesbackI'llonly

offerherfriendshipandnothingmuch,ioweher

that"

"Youdon'toweheranything,idon'ttrustthatgirl

whethershewillcomebackfromtheMental

Asylumfineornot.SheisobsessedwithYou,all

youhavetodoistostayfarawayfromher"

Inod,ican'tgoagainstMaZulu'swords

"AlrightMa.SoWhatisthemeetingabout?I'm

sureit'snotaboutdiscussingmeandRita"

"Let'swaitforyourfatherhewillbehereany

moment"

Inod

"Iamhungry,haveyoueaten"

"Yourfoodisintheoven"

Iwalkedtothekitchenandwarmedupmyfood,

thenwalkedbacktotheseatingroomandate.

"MaZuluwhenisuBabaarriving?Ihaveameal



waitingformeatmyplace"

ItrustNqabayomzitosaythat,hewilltraumatize

MaZulu.

"ShutthefuckupNqaba,wedon'twanttohear

aboutyourhoes"

Isaythenmunchonmyfood,Mymotherissucha

greatcooker.Herfoodismadewithloveand

warmth,thisisthefoodthatIwanttoeatwhenIam

marriedoneday.

ThedooropensKhanyilewalkswith2Twingirls,i

amsuretheyareabout16or17ithink.

"Finally"NqabayomzimurmursbutIcouldhearhim.

Iwalkedtothekitchenandrinsedmyplatethen

walkedback.

"Thankyouforcomingsons"

Weallnod

"Icalledyouheretotellyouthatthere'sanaddition

tothefamily"

"IsMaZulupregnant?AreyouguysstillShagging?"



"Nqaba!"

Khanyilewarnshim,hekeepsquiet.

"Youguysareoldnow,youcan'tbebabied.Youall

arecarryingtheKhanyileLegacywithdetermination

andhonourIamproud.Ididn'tdoubtthatallofyou

willtaketheKhanyilenameinhigherstakes,iam

gratefulforthatitprovedthatyouareMan"

Wenod,ComplimentsfromKhanyilemeansalotto

us.KhanyileisaverydifficultMan,growinguphe

usedtobeatallusup.Asgrownaswearehestill

beatsusupthat'swhywearescaredofhimandwe

respecthimalot.

"MaZuluisawoman,mywoman"

Irollmyeyes,whodoesn'tknowthatshe'shis

woman?

"AllIamsaying,youguysmovedoutofhome,the

houseisquietwithoutyouall.MaZulutendstoget

boredstayingherealone.Wedecidedtoadoptgirls

sinceGodandAncestorsblesseduswith3Boys.

ThisisNqobileandNtokozoYourlittlesisters.They

are17yearsold,theywillbedoingGrade11this



year.Iwantyouguystotreatthemwithloveand

care,iwantthe3ofyoutoprotectthemwithyour

all.Makesuretheyarehappyandsafe,theseare

yourlittlesisters.Areweclear?"

"YeboKhanyile"

Wesayinunison

"NqobilenaweNtokozotheseareyourBigbrothers.

KungomusatheOldest,QophelowhoisalsoKnown

asJuniorthesecondbornandtheyoungest

Nqabayomzi.TheyareyourBigbrothers,treatthem

withRespect.Annoythemifyouhaveto,drytheir

pocketsifyouhaveto,iftheycanspendonladies

theycanspendmoreonyou.Welcometothefamily

"

"SiyabongaBaba"

Theysaytogether,theylookcute.Iactuallydon't

mindspendingonthem,howwealwayswishedto

havelittlesisters.NowIcanscareandbeatupthe

boysoutoftheirways.

"Thankyoubabaforbringingtheminourlivesiam

reallygrateful.NowIhaveSmallboystokickass"



Isayandwealllaugh

"Iamwithyouonthatbrother"

Juniorsecondsmystatement

"Haikeeverythingisgoinggreat.Wewillhavetogo

toKZNtodoaceremonytoIntroducethemtoour

ancestors".

"Wecandoallofthisontheweekend,idon'tmind.

Wearenotworking"

WeallagreeIntothat.

Iamgladthatthere'sanadditiontothefamilyand

it'slittlesisters.TheywillkeepMaZulucompany

andiamsuretheywillbespoiledleft,rightand

centerIamscaredofourbankbalances.

.

IamSorry

SPONSORED

.

FIFTEEN



.

"OkaySisBye"

IremovemyeyesfromTheTVandlookedatthem.

"Sikiebabygobackinyourroomandchange"

"ButthisskirtisOkay?"

"Ifyoureallywanttogotothatfresher'spartyyou

willchangethatskirt.AreyouaProstitutenow?

ThisisJoziBabygirlnotEasternCape,goand

changebeforeIchangemymindaboutyougoing"

Shehuffsandgobacktoherroom.

IincreasethevolumeonTV

"Andthenwenacan'tyouseat?"

IaskMigcobowhowasbusybeingtallnexttothe

door.

"AreyouOkay?"

Inod

"Whywouldn'tIbe?Isitbecauseyouguyswantme

tohavegreyhairquicklybeforeIevenage,so



pleasedon'ttestmeMigcobo"

NowIsoundjustlikemymother,henceMigcobois

laughing.

Sikiecomesbackwearingjeans,shelooksgood

shameyena!

"Ready?"

MigcoboaskaGrumpySikelelwa.

"Yes"

ShesayswithanAttitudeandidon'tevengivea

damnaboutherattitudeshe'snotaProstitute.

"SiscanIhavethecarKeys?"

Hemustbejoking,who'scar?

"Babiesthere'ssomethingcalledTaxifyorisitBolt?

YeahittakesyoufrompointAtoPointBanytime

andit'ssafepluscheaptoo.Imadeyouguys

downloadtheAppifyoudeletedit,there'saWi-Fi

heredownloaditandRequest.Imaginegivingkids

mycar,Bathong"

Ilaidmybigheadonthecouch.



"Reallysisi,youdousdirtylikethisinJozioutof

places?"

"Thefresher'sstartsinanhour,sooffyougo.Be

safeohanddon'tdrinktoomuch,callmeif

somethingwronghappens"

Theynod

"I'llmakesometransferforthetwoofYou,R2000

willbefine,R1000eachIamnotamoneytree.

You'llaskyourparentsformore"

Ireallysoundlikeaparent,stayingwiththistwohas

mademegomad.LikeIshoutatthemlikeaMad

woman,it'sonly3weeksstayingwiththembutI'm

alreadydepressedandTraumatizedIfeeloldeven.

Ineedabreather,ichangedmypyjamasintojeans

andasweater.

IswitchedontheAlarmthenlocked.

Iwenttomycar.ThiscarthatIsayismymineis

thatPoloVivothatIwasdrivingineasterncape.

Daddybroughtitlastweek,hewantedtocheckthis

expensiveApartmentandhowarewesettlinginthe



house,hewaspleaseshameyenaandthe

environmentwestayingatissafesohehadno

problemplusit'snexttocampus.

IcalledMery

"Baby"

"Love,whoisintheflat?"

"LonrzandIwhy?"

"Iamcoming,istherewinewithy'allorshouldI

passbytheliquor?"

"Passbytheliquorthewinethatwehaveisnot

enough"

"Alrightsure"

ThankGodthisLiquorisstillopened,iwould've

hatedtogoinsideaBaroraclubjusttobuyalcohol.

Idon'twantwine,ineedSavannaorBrutalfruit.

Itook12Savannaand6Brutalfruit.

"Won'tyoubuydash?"

Dashforwhoandwhy?



"What'sdashfor?"

He'stoohandsometobedumb

"HeardSavannaisthenewGin"

Ilaughed

"Nah,iamstrongIcantakeitraw"

HegavemeamischievoussmileasifIsaid

somethingwrong.

"NkazimuloKhoza"

Hestretchedhishand

"Azania"

Istretchedminetoo,hesmiled.

HehassofthandsshameyenaIgivehimthat.

"Whereistheparty?CanIinvitemyself?"

"It'sonlyladiesIamsorry"

Hesmile,hehasacutesmileshameuBabyboy.

"Iunderstand,canIhaveyournumbers?"

"Dependsonwhatcaryoudriving?"



Helooksatmeshockedbymyresponse,he's

confusedshamepoorZuluboy.

"WhattypeofCarareyoudriving?"

"MercedesBenzC-class"

"OhhOkay,thenyoucanhavemynumbers"

"IfIwasdrivingaTaxiwereyougoingtogiveme

yournumber?"

"Yes,it'sbetterweknowTaxidriverscheatit's

knownbytheentireuniverseplusDaddyG

upstairs.ButIhateGuyswhodrivesGTI,Golfor

PoloVivo.Thoseareplayersoftheuniverse

mabayekwe.SoItreasuremyheartwouldn'twant

tobeplayedmoreoveragain"

"Letmeguessthere'ssomeguyswhodrovethose

carsandplayedwithyourheart?"

"Notreally.Iwoulddrinkallthesesavanastotell

youtheentirestory"

Isayabouttopayformyalcohol

"CanIpayforyou?"



"Yeahsure,you'llbesavingmemoney.IloveZulu

guyswhodon'tmindpayingforagirl'sdrinks."

Helaughs

"Yousoundtribalist"

"NahOurNaijaBrothersOgah'saretheoneswho

buysusfreedrinks.Soit'saluckthatyouare

payingforthesedrinks".

Helaughsandshakehishead

"NotallZuluguys"

"NamIwasjustsayingmyveryownpointofview"

Henods.

Iwalkedoutofthestore,thenplacedthealcoholat

theback.

"SoIamnotgettingyournumbers?"

"Ohsorryforgot,ithoughtIgaveyou"

Henods

Hehandsmeaphone,iwriteKungomusa'snumber.

"Pleasedon'tcallnow.CallafteranhourorsoI'llbe



homeIforgotmyphoneathome"

Henods

"I'llseeyousoonAzania"

"Sametoyoukaizer"

"It'sNkazimulo"

"Ohyeahbye"

Hewaves,idroveofftoBraamfontein.

.

"AhhhthanksforbuyingBrutalfruit"

Lonawelcomesmebythatgreeting,somegirlsare

thirstyshame!

"Youarewelcome"

Itakeaseatonthecouch.

"It'sbeenaminute"

"Iammothermosnowso?"

Ishruggedmyshouldersandopenedthecarrypack

andtookonebottle.



"WhereisMeryChristmas?"

"Takingashower"

Inod

"Didyousignthedeal?"

"Ihadnochoicebuttosignit,that'smoneycoming

ineverymonthwaybetterthanNSFASandaJob

thatIwillbepaidfrom.It'squitealotsoHloniwill

havetowait,allhehastodoistoavoidme"

Isaysippingonmysavanna

"Heyyyybabes"

TrustMeryChristmastoputhermindonherankles,

she'sachildlikethat.

"Hayiseatdownwena"

Shefrowns.

Whatdidsheexpectmeto?Jumphighandgreet

myDadupstairs?Isshemad?

"Afteralongtimewithoutseeingyourfriend.You

domedirtylikethis?"



"Youneedtorelaxsometimesithelps.Iamhere

mos,thatprovesIwasmissingyoutoo."

Sherollshereyesandtakeasavanna

"BraIkemissesyou?"

Ismile,imisseveryoneinthatclub,evenZiphothe

mostannoyinghumanbeingthatMydaddycreated

Imisshim.

Y'allwon'tbelievethatMusamademequitmy

bartendingJob.

SpeakingoftheDevilheiscallingme.

"Musa"

Thesetwoeyeme,ishouldlinkthemwithsome

gossipcolumngig,theycouldmakethebest

journaliststheylovenewsanddrama.

"WhoisNkazimulo?"

"Ohithoughtyouneedamaninyourlife,maybea

gooddickwoulddoyougood.Whoknows?"

Merychokesonhersavannashecan'tstop

coughing,serveshergoodwhywasshelisteningto



myconversationinsteadofmindingherownzero

business.

"Ibegyourpardon?"

Ohhestillontheline,ithoughtbynowhewould've

droppedthecall.

"Youtoldmetogiveeachandeveryguythatwants

meyournumbers.Ithoughtyouwantedthemfor

you,soIdidjustthat."

Isaysippingonmysavanna

"Idon'twantthem,iwantthemoutofyourlife.You

don'tneedanynigahremember?Youarehealing

fromyourpastrelationship"

"Youshould'vebeenmorespecific,youneverknow

withpeoplethereareSixninesnowadays."

Hechortles

"IamstraightLuncumodoyouwantmetoprove

that?"

"Don'tboil,whyareyougettingangrynow?Collect

yourselfHaiboNdoda"



LonaLuaghssilently,whyaretheylisteningtomy

conversation,ain'ttheysupposedtobehavingtheir

boringconversations?Likehowwasprison?Who

wasTysonoftheprison?Wereyousomeone'swife?

Thoseboringconversationsmaan.

"I'mcalmLuncumo,iamstraight."

"Ifutsho,Somiziwasoncestaightbutlookathim

now.ButIamnotsayingyouaregaythough"

"Iwilldropthiscall"

"Iamsorry,it'sjustthatImissyou"

Thetwoagainpopstheireyesout.It'snotmeit's

thesavanna,ishould'vedashedit.

"Youreallymissme?"

"Yeahofcourse,iwanttoseeyourhandsomeface".

YeahIshouldquitalcohol,it'snotforallofus.

HaibondiWeakmos.LikeIamweak,iamsure

Azaniaisprobablyturningwhereversheis,she

needstocomeoutcozwowLuncumoisso

emotionalshe'scatchingfeelingswedon'tdothat

here.



"CanIcomeandfetchyouthen?"

Saynoyoustupid!

"Yes,iamatmyoldplace"

"SureIamcoming"

Hedropsthecall,ijumpupdamnIcan'tbethis

weakHaibo!

"MerywhereisthatLaceunderwearthatdoesn'tfit

you?Ineedtoshave"

IwalkedtotheBathroom,whydidIwearGranny

panties?

OkaywhyamItatazeling?Ineedtochill,calmdown

girlyouwon'tdoanything.

OkayIbrokemyvirginitywith"wewillchilland

won'tdoanything"linesondiSharp.Letmeshave,

yhoievenlookcrusty!.Ididn'tplanonmeetinghim

though.

.

"HowdoIlook?"

MeryandLonaarelookingatmeasifiamcrazy.I



can'tbelievemyself,BathongfatherGodhaveyou

desertedme?What'swithMusa?Itakeanother

bottleofsavanna.

"YouwillhavesexwithMusa?"

TrustuMeryChristmastoaskthat,Haibojust

becauseIshavedandtookanothershowerdoesn't

meanIwillhavesexwithKungomusa.OkayIdon't

know,mymindseemstobeonSaharaDesertand

it'sdry,ormaybeI'mthirstyasazi!.

Myphoneringsit'sMusa.

"Hey"

HaiboWhyismyvoiceSquirky?

LuncumoyouHornybi*ch,ithoughtyouwere

innocent!.

"Iamoutside"

"Iamcoming"

Idroppedthecall.

"Iamcomingbackguys,iwillsleephere"

"Okay,bringfoodwhenyoucomeback"



Idon'tknowwhethertheystarvedLonaonprison

butyhothegirlcaneat!.

Icanseehiscar,igetinside

"Heyagain"

"Hi,Yougood?"

NoIamnotgoodIwanttokissyou,Haibo

Luncumoholdyourhorsesbabygirl.

"YeahIamgood,you?"

"NowthatI'veseenyou,iamgood.ShouldIdriveus

tomyhouse?"

"Aslongaswearecomingback"

Helooksatmeandchucklebuthenods.

Yeahneh,icanfeelitIamnotcomingback.

"Iamhungry,didyoucook?"

"Nah,itookmysistersoutsoweboughtPizza,you

willeatpizza"

"Youhavesisters?Sincewhen?JuniorandNqaba

arenowTransgender?"



Helaughs

"What'swithyouandgaypeople?"

"Ilovepeopletocomeoutoftheirclosetwenaare

youstaright"

"Nah,JuniorandNqabaarestraightjustlikeme.

ButI'llproveittoyoutonightthatIamstraight."

YhoI'mscared,Ngiyasaba!

Whydoeshehavetoproveit?

"Sosisters?"

"Newadoptedtwins.Theyare17,Nqobileand

Ntokozo."

Inod

"NowI'llrestfromMaZuluaskingforhairtutorials,

imagine"

Helaughs

"Idon'tthinkMaZuluwillstoppesteringyou"

"It'sokay,Iloveher"

Henods,heparkhiscarinsidethegarage,yeahI



amnotgoingback..

It'smyfirsttimeathishouse,idon'tknowhowitis,

butit'squitebigforaBachelor.

Wewalkedout,andgotinsidethekitchendoor.Why

alwaysthegaragesarelinkedwiththeKitchen?

"Letmewarmyoupizzaup,ihavetogoandtakea

shower"

Inod

Hewarmsupthepizza,iaminlovewiththisblack,

RedandGreykitchencolour.Whomeverdesigned

this,heorsheneedkissonacheekit'sbeautiful.

.

Hecomesbackwearingsweatpantsandnothingon

top.HeremindsmeofthefirstDayIwenttohis

Mother'shouseandRitadisturbedourpeace

bloodyDevil'sagent.

Whereisshethough,shedeletedeachand

everythingthatlinkstoherandMusa.Iwas

shocked,evenherBiodoesn'thaveMusa'sname

anymore.Iamsuretheybrokeup,evenonMusa's



Instagramthere'snothing,shamepoorgirl.

"Stopstaring"

Hecomesmywaylookingyummy,icaneathim

rightnow,righthere.I'vealwayspicturedmyself

havingawildsex,sexontopoftheKitchencounter,

sexonthefloor,sexontheshower,sexoutsideall

theweirdplaces.AllHlonigavemewassome2

minutesboringsex,withhimbeingontopofmefor

whatfeelslike2minutesandhisout.Fuc*en2

minutesnoodles,iwonderhowdoesthegirlshe

cheatswithfeelliketohave2minutesnoodles.

"Whatareyouthinkingabout?"

He'snowinfrontofme,HaiboDaddyGareyou

reallyallowingyourdaughtertosin?

"Nothing"

Yho,whyismyvoicesolow?

"Mhhh"

Thatmhhcomingfromhimmakesmycoochie

throbs.Itwaslikehewasvibrating

Heholdmywaistandbringsmeclosertohim,i



can'tcontrolmyhandsIplacethemonhis

chocolatechest.

"WhatareyoudoingMusa?"

"ProvingtoyouthatIamnotgay,andmakingsure

thatitwasthelasttimeyouthoughtIwasgay"

HesmasheshislipsonminebeforeIevenanswer

himbloodysexyprick!

.

SPONSORED

.

SIXTEEN

.

"PleaselookatmeNcumo"

Ican'tlookathim,myheartisbeatingfastthiswas

nottheplanbutthismanheremakesmeweakinall

partsofmybody.

"Please"

Whyishepesteringmeonlookingathim?



Ifinallymeethiseyes,thewayhe'slookingatme

it'sasifIamtheonlythingthatmatterstohim.

"Iloveyou"

Thatcaughtmeoffguard,whyishesayingallof

thisNow?

"WhyNow?"

"IwantedtoendthingswithRitaFirstbeforeIbring

youalong.Ididn'twanttobreakyourheartandlook

likeajerk,iamsorryifItooklong.NcumoIwant

youtobeinmyarmsforever,iwantyoutocarry

theKhanyileLegacy.Iwantyoutobethemotherof

ourkids,justsayyes.That'sallyouneedtoDoisto

agreetobeingmine."

Iwasdumbstruckbutmyheartwasyearningforhis

touch,wasyearningforhim.

"Yes"

Helipscurvedintoasmile

"Thankyou"

Withthatsaid,hesmasheshislipsonmineagain.



Heremovedtheplatethathadmypizzaandplaced

meontopoftheKitchenIsland,heremovesmy

sweater.

Ihadnothingunderneaththesweater,hebrushed

mynipples,thefeelingwassexual.

Hepickedmeupandremovedthesweatpantsand

thethong.

Hedidn'tevenrecognizemylacethonghe

discardeditimagineBathong!

HegotinBetweenmythighsandcontinuedon

kissingme,ithrewmyheadbacktogivehimmore

accesstomyneck,hishandsnotleavingmyboobs.

Onehandtraveleddowntomycoochieandrubbed

hisfingersonmyclit.

"Aahhh"

Heincreasedhe'spaceImovedmywaistwiththe

samerhythmashishandonmycoochie.

Icouldfeelmyorgasmbuildingup,hestopped.

Forthefirsttimeinmylifeaguywassocloseinto

givingmeanorgasmbuthestoppedwhattheFuck



bazalwane!

Hegoestothefridgeandcomesbackwithice

blocks.

Hesmilesatmeandtakeoneintohismouth,he

getsdownandifeltacoldsensationinmycoochie

mywholebodywasinshock.Heheldmedownas

hecircledtheicedownmycoochieandinbetween

myclit.Icouldfeelthecoldliquiddrops,theiceis

melting.

Hiswarmtonguecirclesmyclit,iliftmywaistuphe

bringsmedown.

"M-u-s-aaa!"

Iscreamoutloud,iheldhisheadforhimtogo

deeper.MybodyisinshockasIreachmyorgasm.

"Aaahhh"Iscreamashecontinuesonmuffingme

andhelicksmeclean.

Removeshissweatpantsandhisdicksprungout.

Mycoochiethrobed,hisisbigbutmycoochiecan

handleitmoshayiAsazi.

Hekissesme,andhistwofingersareonmyclit



onceagain.

"Condom"

"I'llpullout"

HesaysandholdsmywaistdowntheKitchen

counterandrubbedhisD*ckonmycoochie,icould

feelmyselfgettingmorewetterandheisnotdoing

anything.

"Tellmetostopifyouain'tcomfortable"

Inodmyhead.

Heholdsmywaistdownandfullypusheshimselfin.

"Musaaa"

Iscreamandmovemywaistup,heholdsitthenthe

thrustinslowly.

Heincreaseshispaceandgroansloudly.

"DamnYoursotight"

Hebitesmynippleasimoaninpleasure.

Hepicksmeupandplacemyhandsaroundhis



neck,heholdsmyassandmakesitbounce.

Myassisintheair,he'shittingtheG-spotrightnow.

"Musa-aahhh"

Ithrowmyheadback,ican'tholdmyselfIam

screaming.

HeincreaseshispaceandgroansloudlyIcouldfeel

myselfcumming,insteadofcummingISquirt.He

takesouthisd*ckandhiswarmspermsflows

downmythighs.HefingerfucksmeagainasI

Squirtmore"aaahhh"Icouldfeelallmymuscles

relaxing.

Hekissesme.

Hepicksmeupandwalkedupstairstohisroom.

Insteadofsleeping,hebandsmeandslideshis

tonguein.

LordForgivemeforsinningbutthisisthebestsex

I'veeverhad,idon'tcareaboutfuturereferenceshe

setthebarhigh.

Hisslideshisd*ckandbendsmemoredown.My

faceisonthepillow,mymoansaremuffled



becauseofthepillow.

Hetakeshishandandmassagemycoochiewhile

he'sfuckingme.

Icanfeelhisd*ckonthetipofmystomach.

"Aahh"

There'saburningsensationonmycoochiebutthe

pleasurethatIamgettingisoutofthisworld.

HestopsandflipmelikeIweighnothing.

Bothmylegsareflyinghighonhisshoulder!

"Musaaaahhh"

"IloveYouNcumo"hisgroansdeep.

"Iloveyoutoo"

Hemoveshiswaistfasteranddeeper,icouldfeel

myselfcummingIholdonthesheetstightly,my

bodyshakesvigorouslyhegroansontopofme,he

let'smylegsfreeandcolapsesontopofme.

"Thankyou"

Hekissesme,iwanttosleeprightnowbutBrother



Mannexttomedoesn'twanttosleephejustwants

more!

.

Iopenmyeyesandthisidiotissnoringsoftlyright

nexttome.

Iseehiswatchontopoftheheadboard,icheckthe

timeit's12:35pm.Fuck,iamsureLornaisdyingof

hungerrightnow.Ipromisedhergoodfood.My

coochieisburningup,ican'tevenfeelmylegsisit

possibleforsomeonetoloosehervirginitytwice?

ButI'veneverfeltthispainwhenIsleptwithHloni.

"Whereareyougoing?"

Idon'tknowwhethermyPussymadehimdumbor

blind.

"Duh"

Isaygoingtothebathroom,iopentheshower.

Iusehisshowergel,it'ssomanly.

Aftershowering,iworethesweatpantsandthe

sweaterthatIwaswearingI'mgladhefetchedmy

clothesfromthekitchen,aahpoorbeautifulkitchen.



"Areyouokay?"

Heaskscomingoutofthebathroom.

"YesIam,butIaminpain.Plusweneedtopassby

thepharmacyforamorningafterpill"

Hesmiles,sonofagun!

Lastnighthedidn'tpulloutbutcameinsideofme.

"IamPussywhipped.Ican'tgetenoughofyou"

Haibowenja!

HecomestomenahIcan'tbeweakonceagain

never.

"NoIaminpain,getdresssothatyoucantakeme

home"

Thatwasthemomentofweakness,iwasthirsty

andhewashere.Hemusn'tthinkwearenowsex

buddiesorwhatever,butwheneverI'mthirstyhe's

megotoguy.

Ididn'tpromisehimheavenandearthIjusttoldhim

thatIlovehimthat'sAll,andthatwasbecausehis

dickwasburiedinsidemeIhadtodoalittle



confession.

"Alright"

Hesmiles,he'simpressedwithhimselfandbyhis

sexgame!

"CanIhaveakissbeforeweleave?"

Hedoesn'twaitformyresponseandkissesme,my

poorweakbodyreacts.

YeahthisguybewitchedmeSozeKaloku.

Ipulledout,hehasastaminafordaysafterdrilling

methewholenighthestillwantsmorehereallyis

Pussywhipped.

There'sanoisedownstairsIlookathim.

"Youhavevisitors?"

"NotthatIknowof"

Heshruggedhisshoulderswithaconfusedlook..

"Leadthewaysothatifsomethingbadhappens

youdiefirst"

Helooksatmeweirdly



"What?Ihavetocryforyourdeathforafew

secondsthendiecoztheywon'tleavemeafter

witnessingaMurder"

Helaughsandwalksdown.

Ifollowrightbehindhim.

"Bhuti"

"Bafo"

There'sJuniorandNqabawithtwogirlswholook

alike,aretheytwins?MustbethesistersthatMusa

wastalkingabout.

"Luncumo"

Nqabasmilescomingmyway,he'sgivingmeavery

cockysmile.Thatsmilethatsays"Iknowwhat

you'vebeenuptoBitch"

"Hey"

Hehugsme.

"Howareyou?"

Wenotfriendswhyishebeingthisnice?



"Iamgoodandyourself?"

"IamgoodthatIaminyourarms"

HaiboNqabayomzi!

"Nqabamovefrommywoman"

HolymotherMery,whodiedandmademeMusa's

Woman?

EventhoughIlikethewayhesaidthatbutwhat

madehimsaythat?Isitbecauseofthe'iloveyou'

weshared?

"HelloNcumo"

Juniorgreetssweetly,shameilikehimandican

seehe'swarninguptome.

"HeyJunior,howareyou?"

"Iamgoodandhowareyou?"

"Iamgoodthanks"

Henods

"UhmNcumothesebeautifulgirlsaremylittle

sistersNqobileandNtokozo"



"Hello"

"Hi"

"Hey"

Nqobileisgivingmeanattitude,iamsureshehasa

hugecrushonhisBrother,there'snowaythatshe

cangivemethatattitude.Butshemustchillcoz

he'smineandnobodyelsebutmine.

"Musacanwego?"

"Okay"

"Alright,byeguys.Itwasnicemeetingy'all"

"Bye"

Iwalkedout,ineedtoaskthisidiotwhydidhecall

mehiswoman.

Hemusn'tthinkjustbecausewehadsex,notjust

sexbetheworld'sbestsexwearelovers.

"Babyareyouokay?"

SomeoneholdmebeforeIfaint,didhejustcallme

baby?



"Iamfine"

Henodsthenplaysmusicsoftly.

Okaywhydidn'tIgivehimapieceofmymind.

"Areyounothungry?Weshouldpassbyandeat

lunch"

"Together?"

"Noalone"

Hefrowns,HaibouBrotherMan.

"Iwasjustasking,ican'tbeeatingwithyoulooking

thiscrusty.Doyouwantpeopletosaythatyou've

downgraded?Justdoadrivethru"

OkaywhydoIcareaboutpeoplecozwearenot

togetherorarewe?

"Okay,let'sgotothePharmacyfirstthengetfood

onourwayback"

Inod

Kwesta'sKhethileplayed.

Hesangalongandstoleglancesofmetimeand



timeagain.

YhosorryladiesbutIthinkI'vejustcatched

feelings!.

.

.

.

Y'allowemeaCarrypackofSavannaforwritinga

SexsceneonaSunday .

SEVENTEEN
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"WhataretheEldersSaying?"

IturnbackandlookatMaQwabe.



"Idon'tknowMa"

IremovedmyMudddybootsandwalkedtomy

backroom.Whyisshefollowingme?

"Thuthukayoureallyneedthis"

Isighandremovedmyoveralls.

"IamnotgoingtoJohannesburgifthat'swhaton

yourmind"

Isaygettinginsidemybedandcoveredmyselfwith

theblanketshewillclosethedoorwhensheleaves.

"SheisyourmotherThuthuka"

Whyisthiswomanannoyingme?Ihavecattleto

worryaboutandmylatenightshenanigans..

"NcanengisacelauLalangikhathele"

Icanhearhershoesmakingnoisewalkingtowards

mydoorshe'sleaving.

IgetofffromthebedandwalkedtomydoorI

openedit,icanseeherwalkingbacktothemain

house,iclosedandlockedmydoor.

Itookmyoldalbumundermyclothesandlookat



herpicturesstillthemostbeautifulwomanI'veever

laidmyeyeson.

Shegavemethebestchildhoodanychildcould

everget,butruineditatthesametimethedayshe

gotmarriedandleftmealonewithherBigbrother

andyoungersistertoraiseme,nowtheancestors

areangryatherbuttheyarepunishingme.Iama

lawyerbutlookatmenowIamafarmerIhaveto

Wakeupearlyinthemorningandgotothefarm,

checkonmyUncle'scattleandspendmyentireday

thereburninginthescotchingsunwhilesheisin

JohannesburgprobablylivingherbestlifeIdon't

evenknowwheresheiswhereiwouldistart

lookingforher.

Ican'tevenbelievemydreamsofhavingmyown

lawfirmcameintoexistencebuttheancestors

punishingmymotherthroughme,everythingIhad

formyselfcameintodustasifitwasallafairytale

dream.Mylawfirm,mymoney,myjobasalawyer.

NowIamafarmerbecauseofher,ilosteverything

becauseofher,ihavetolookforhersothatshe

candorightbymeandthingswillgobackto



normalIreallydon'tunderstandtheancestors

sometimes,insteadofpunishinghertheyare

punishingmethisiscrazy!.

Myphoneringsontopofthebed,icheckbefore

Answering.

"Mandla"

"ZuluwehaveaJobtodo"

Isigh

"Comeandfetchme"

"SureBoss"

Iquicklyworemyclothesandtookmyphoneontop

ofthebedthenworemyCap.

IwalkedtotheGate,icanseethelightsareoffin

themainhouse.

"Youarelate"

IsayasMandlacomesoutofthecarItakethe

Driver'sseathegoestothepassengerseat.Iam

thefastdriverbetweenthetwoofus.

"WhereisthisJob?"



"Johannesburg"

IcanfeelmybodyTenseasthementionofthisCity.

FromEmnambithitoJohannesburgwhattheFuck?

IthoughtweweregoingtoDurbanCBD.

"That'sFarBafo"

"It'stheweekendSpecialBoss".

IdrivetomyUncle'shouse.

TheGuysArethere

"Sanibona"

Igreeteveryoneinside.

"Bab'omdalacanwetalkprivately?"

Henodsandwewalktohisbedroom.

"What'sthepurposeofthis?"

"YouarenotgoingtoseeSamkelisiwethereyouare

goingtherefortheJob.Oneweekendthat'sall"

Isigh

"WhyJohannesburg?YouknowyoursisterStays

therewithhernewfamilyright?"



Hesigh

"Zuluthisislifenotafairytaleyouwon'tgoaround

meetingyourmothereverywhereinJohannesburg.

YougothereRobtheItaliansandyoucomeback

that'saneasyJob."

Ilookathimandsigh

"Thisisthefirstandthelasttime"

Henods

"Yes,youaredrivingtheretonightandarriveearly

morning.YouhavetheentireDaytomorrowtoplan

everything,thisisaneasyJobZulunoflopping!"

Inod

"GoodI'vepackedyourbagheretakeit"

Ilookathimthenchuckle

"Thuthuka"

Ilookathim

"Iraisedyou,tookyoutoschool.Youaremyson

andnobodyelse.Samkelisiwemadeamistake

leavingyou,ijusthopeyouforgiveherandoneday



foryourselfandsanityyouwouldforgiveherand

allowhertoperformritualsforyousothatyourway

canbeclear."

Iignorehimandtookmybagontoptheheadboard

whereheplacedit.

"ByeBab'omdala"

IwenttoMandla.

"Youdrive"

Idroppedmybagonthebootthentookthe

passengerseat.

Icoveredmyfacewithmycap

"uSharpBafo?"

"Yeah,MandlaDrive"

HeplayedthemusicbecausehecanseeI'monmy

feelsandhewon'tsayanythingcozI'lljustfuckhim

up!

.

Ican'tbelieveIamwakingupinJohannesburg,the

citythattookmymotherandmadeherconscious



godownthedrainsothatshecanforgetherfirst

bornson.

"BafowegoingforLunch,youcoming?"

Iamhungry,ididn'teatlastnightsincemyAunt

wasbusyaskingmequestionssoIlostmyappetite,

andiwassleepingthismorningsoimissed

breakfastcozIwasdrivingsinceMandlawas

slowingusdown.

"Yeahletmetakeaquickshower"

Henods

Itookaquickshower.

Iworejeans,sneakersandwhiteT-shirtnot

forgettingmyCap.

"AsambeBafo"

Iamhungry,ihopetheplacetheyaretakingmeto

iscloseby!

.

AfteranhourDrivingandmecursingallthewaywe

finallyarriveatMallofAfricaaftermanyfood



placeswepassedbuttheseidiotsdroveushere.

"IsthereanyKFChere,ifeellikeeatingtheir21

piecesBucketalone"

"HaahZulu,weareinJohannesburgforcryingout

loud.WewilleatatPrimiRestaurant"

Ican'tsaynotoShaka,heisthesoftestinthegroup

andIhaveasoftspotforhim.SoIcan'tsaynoto

him,heistheonlyresponsibleoneafterme

ofcourse.

"Alright"

WewalkedtotheRestaurantall5ofussatonthe

Table.

"Ihopetheyhavemeathere"

MandlasayBrowsingontheMenu

"Theyhaveit"

Shakesaysrollinghiseyes,ifhewasn'tdatingthis

oneIwouldsayheisgaybuthehasagirlfriendthe

beautifulandsweetNomusa.

Weorderourfood,whiledrinkingonsomebeers.



"BacktobusinesswhohastheItalinsroute?Iam

notheretowastetime,iamnotonvacation"

IsaydrinkingmyHeineken

"Shakahastheroutes,andwehavetouseitat

Midnightandweonlyhave10minutestimeframe

togetthejobdonebeforetheynoticethattheircar

hasbeenrobbed,theCarsaretracked"

ThabanisaysInod.

"Thankyou,sowhat'stheplan?"

"SeriouslyThuthuka?WeareintheRestaurant.

Can'ttheplanningwait?"

Yeahshakaisreallyannoyed,butwe'vebeen

waitingforfartoolong,andwhenIamhungryItalk

alotandgetboredeasily.

"Okaybuttheirfoodistakinglong"

Isaythentookasiponmybeer.

Ihearsomelaughter,averycontagiouslaughter

andIturn.Iamwelcomedbyaverydarkskinned

ladywiththemostbeautifulSmileandhair,isthat

herhairorthosehairthattheyputontheirhead.



Sheissobeautiful,iloveherbigheadand

obsessedwithhersmile.

"Bafo!"

IturnandlookatMandla,iraisemyeyebrows

"Foodishere"

IlookontheTableindeedtheFoodisherebutIam

fullallofasudden.

Ieatnonetheless

"Theyareprettyneh?"

Shakanudgesme,whyisheseatingNexttome

again?

"Who?"

"Ladiesattheback?"

Iturnandlookbacksheiswithawhitegirlandthis

otherdarkskinnedgirlbutIdidn'tnoticethetwo,

shehypnotizedmewithherbeauty.

"Youreallylikeher"

IgiveShakaastraightfaceheshruugsandeathis



food.

IamfullandIwanttobeinthatBNBroomright

nowandplanthissothatIcangobackto

Emnambithi.

"Shakayoutookushere,youwillpay"

Mandlasaysandtakesabeer.

IgiveShakamycard,heknowsthepin.

Ilookatmyback,she'seatingnowbutshestill

looksbeautifulevenwhensheiseating.

ThewayshelooksicantellIamdefinitelynother

type.

Shelooksexpensive,andifeellikesheneedsaGuy

thatcouldprovideforher,buyherclothesandbuy

hertheworld.

"Areyougoingtogreetherorwhat?"

Shakaasks,ishakemyhead

"Nah,iwillonlylookatherjusttopleasemyeye

that'sall."

"That'screepy.ButI'vesettledtheBilllet'sgo"



Inod

Wegetstandup,ilookatheronelastchance.She

looksup,she'ssmilingdamniwillneverforgetthis

smileever!

Shelooksatherfriends,iloveherAfroit'sbigand

beautiful.

Iwalkawaywithherpictureinmyhead.

Ineedasmokerightnow.

.

BackathomebutIcan'tgetthatwoman'spicture

offmyhead.

Iamnowregrettingmydecisionofnotgreetingher

andaskingforhernumberwhenShakaadvicedme

to.

HowcanIgethernumberthough?

HowwillIstartlookingforher?HowwillIknowher

name?"Angel"that'swhatIamnamingherbecause

shelookslikeone,shelookssoinnocentandcute.I

thoughtmymotherwasthemostbeautifulwoman

I'veeverlaidmyeyesonbutSeeingthatwoman,i



waslyingtomyself.Thatwomantakesthecrown,

herface,smileandhairisallIthinkof.

Iwanttoseeheragain,idon'tmindlookingforher

alloverthecityofJohannesburg,iwouldrather

lookforherinsteadofmymother!.

EIGHTEEN

.

SPONSORED

.

"Sisyourphoneisringing"

Sikieshoutsfrommyroom,iaminthebathroom

takingashower.

IamalreadylateforLunchwithmyfriendsandI

knowtheywillsurelyshoutatme.Theyhaven't

forgivenmeforstoodingthemupwhenIwentto

Musa'shouseandmadethemwaitforfood.

Iquicklywalkoutofthebathroomtomyroom.

It'sMery

"MeryChristmas"



"WhereareyouLuncumo?"

"Iamonmyway,justafewminutes"

"Okay"

Shedropsthecallhowrude!

Iquicklycombmyhair,woremydressandsandals

there'snouseformakeupnow.

Itookmycarkeys.

"I'llbebacklateron.WhereisMigcobo?"

"Hewenttohisnewfriend'splace."

"Doyouwanttocomewithme?"

"Yessis"

"Surethenlet'sgo"

"Letmegoandgetmybag"

"You'llfindmeinmycar"

Shenodsandrantoherroom

"Lockwhenyouleave"

Ishoutthenwalkedtothecar.



Shecomesrunning,wegetinsidethecar.

ThedrivetoMery'sFlatisfastbecausethere'sno

Trafficontheway.

Icallthem.

"Iamwaitingoutside"

"Wecoming"

Idroppedthecalltoo.

Icanseethemcoming,theygetinside.

"Heysikie"

MeryGreetsSikelelwa,andwhydoesn'tshegreet

methiswhitechildisrude?

"Ncums,HeySikz"

LornaGreet,ismileanddriveoff.

"Whereto?"

"Maboneng"

Sikiesaysandnoonedisagreewithher,iguess

Mabonengitis.

Myphoneringsit'sconnectedontheSpeaker.



"Hello"

It'sMusaandwe'vebeengettingalonglikehouse

onfireeversincethehouseIncident,icancall

ourselvesacouplenowcozwe'vebeenthrowing"I

loveyou's"alloversoIcansayweareacouple.

"Baby,Unjani?"

Yousee?Weareonpetnamebasis

"IamgoodBaby,whataboutYou?"

"Iamgoodtoo,imissyou.Whatareyouupto?"

IlookatMeryandlookforwardagain.

"Imissyoutoo.IamonmywaytoMabonengwith

myGirls"

"OhIsee,sowhenamIseeingYou?Ireallymiss

you"

Ireallywanttosayhe'sPussywhippedbutIcan't,

SikelelwaishereandIamonspeaker.Imagine

traumatizingmysisterwithsuchwords,itwillbe

evidentthatI'mhavingsex.

"Imissyoutoobabe,iguessI'llseeyoutomorrow



aftermyclasses"

"OkayBaby,enjoyyourdaywithyourgirls.Doyou

needsomeMoneyforyoutospoilyourself?"

Meryquicklynodsherhead,wasn'tshemadatme

afewminutesago?

"Nothere'snoneedforthatbabe".

ThelooksIgetfromthese3cansendmestraight

tothegrave.

WhatdoesSikieknow?Wehavetotalkaboutthis.

"Iinsistbabe,iwillsendyouafewcashbeforeyou

evenfightme"

"It'syourmoneylove"

Isayhelaughs,heknowshowmuchIwouldloveto

fightwithhimrightnow.

"Iloveyou"

Irollmyeyes

"Iloveyoutoobabe"

Hedropsthecall.



"Howcanyoudeclinemoney?"

HaibouMeryChristmaswhyissheattackingme?

"Idon'twanttosoundlikeI'mafterhismoney"

Isay

"Youarenotafterhismoney,youdidn'taskhe

offered"

"SameDifference"

Isayinmydefence

"WeneedtoeducateyouabouthavingaBoyfriend"

NoIdidn'thearherclearly,myearhadwatercome

againTeacher!

"Educatewho?"

"You!"

"DoyouhaveaBoyfriendMery?"

"NoIdon't"

"Goodgirl,soSundiqhelamna!Imaginebeing

educatedbypeoplewhodon'tevenknowhowIlove

yousoundsduringanorgasm.Sikelelwacloseyour



earsIwannaeducatethisGirl,whoareyoutryingto

educate?Whenlastdidyouhadsex?Whenlastdid

youthrowanIloveyoutosomeone?Don'ttestme

Teacher!."

Lornawaslaughing

"There'snoneedforhertocloseherears,shehas

alreadyheardallyouneedtodoistoeducateusall

madame"

Haibodidn'tIeducateherafewminutesagain?

Maybesheneedsdeepeducationthatwasan

exampleorwhatMultiplechoicequestions.

WewereintheParkingLot

"WhenweareinsidetheRestuarantiwilleducate

youlet'sgoin."

Theylaughed,it'snotevenfunnyshame.

Myphonebeepsit'samessagefromCapitec

moneyin+R5000.

Myphoneringsit'sMusa.

"Babydidyougetthemoney?"



"Yes,andit'salotbaby"

"Justenjoywithyourgirls,iloveyou".

Isigh

"Iloveyoutoo,Bye"

"Bye"

Hedropsthecall,iamluckythatIhaveaBoyfriend

likeMusa

"Howmuchdidhesend?"

HaiboSikelelwa,thisChildisCorruptshebelongsto

theGuptasforrealsandthere'snothingwecando.

"Thatdoesn'tconcernyou"

WemakeourwayinsidetheRestaurant

"SoMissNcumsareyoustilleducatingus?"

Irollmyeyes,iwon'ttalkwithboyfriendlesspeople

whodoesn'tevenknowtheLatenightmessages

andearlymorningmessagesyhuutheyknow

nothingaboutuMjoloshame.

"Let'sorderplease!"



Theylaugh

IcanseeNqabacomingtoourtableheisalone.

"Ncumoheyy"

Hegreetsme,istandupandhughim.

"Hey,howareyou?".

"Iamgood,you?"

"Iamgoodtoo"

"Heyladies"

Hegreetsthegirls

"Hello"

Theygreetback.

"IamworkingonsightthissidesoIorderedlunch

soIamheretotakeit"

Inod

"It'sgoodtoseeyouworkingnotgalavatingallthe

cityofJohannesburgwithladies"

Helaughs



"Iamlookingforaseriousrelationshipnow,i

stoppedplayingaround"

Hesaysgivingmeaconnivingsmile

"Thatwouldbethedayitrainschocolateyoucan

wishfornowthough."

Helaughs

"ItwasniceseeingyouNcums,letmeleave!"

Helaughs

"Alightbye"

"Byeladies"

Hewalksaway.

"Yhuuthisguyishandsomeshame"

Yeah,it'sconfirmedSikelelwaneedsinterventionas

soonaspossiblebeforeIbreaksomeone'sballs.

"He'swayolderthanyouandnotyourtype.Hewill

playwithyourheartandtossittohell.Whowillbe

nursingyourbrokenheart?"

Shedoesn'tanswer



"Sticktoyourbookschild,sticktothemAmen".

Ihavetodealwiththisoneinaverymaturedway

andIhavetotakehertotheClinicforaninjectionI

amnotreadytobeanAunt.ImagineauntNcumo!

Yhuuitdoesn'tsoundappetizingeven.

"SoyouandMusaareofficialRightnow?"

Lornzask.

"YesitisofficialbutIamscaredthough"

"Whyyouscared?"

"Thisisalltoosuddentome.AndIthinkweare

alreadymovingtoofast"

"Butyoulovehim?"

ThatquestioncaughtmeoffGuard,ididn'texpectit.

Musawasjustacrush,andnothingbutaCrush.

Loveandfeelingsjustcamealongtheway,idon't

knowwhetherit'sLoveorLustIjustdon'tknow.

"YeahofcourseIlovehim"

Isaythantookabiteonmyfoodthatleavesa

bittertasteinmymouth.



"Thenyoudon'thavetoworryaboutanything,he

lovesyoutoo"

Inodandcontinueoneating.

"Ineedaboyfriend"

OutofthePinkMeryChristmasspeaks.

"Whatboyfriend?"

"ThetalkwithyoumademeseemyselfthatIreally

needtobeinaRelationship"

"Shamemntasewaitforyourtime,letusenjoythe

benefitsofuMjolo!"

"YouwillsettletheBillwithMusa'smoney"

Haibo,whymyman'smoney?Ifweopenedourlegs

forMusaallofusiwasgoingtosettletheBillbutI

wastheonlyoneturnedupsidedownsoNah,they

willsettletheirbill.

AndiziBantaseTuu!

.

IamworkingGoodPeople,Sowhenyouaskto

sponsortheinsertandItellyoutowait.Idon'twant



togettheairtimeforfreeandnotpost,iwanttobe

availablefirstbeforeIcangetyoursponsor.

SopleaseunderstandandRespectmeThankYou.

NINETEEN

.

"SisI'mleaving,I'llseeyoulaterbeforeyouleave"

InodatMigcobo.

"Youwon'tneedanything?"

"NahI'mgood,I'mgivingyouthetimeyouasked

for"

"Okay"

Hewalksoutofmyroom,istopwiththepacking.I

amgoingtoDurbanwithTheMarketingTeamfor

somenewdevelopment.IthoughtIwouldhandle

schoolandworkbuttheyarebothtiringand

demanding,Musaisstricthe'sveryprofessional

whenitcomestousandwork.OnlyhisFamilyand

myfriendswhoknowsaboutus,ofcourseplusmy

brotherandsister.Idon'twanttobelabelledas

"becauseshe'sdatingtheboss"Iamliterally



workingmytitsofftoprovethatIdersevetobe

there.Icouldbechillingathomethisweekendand

domyassignmentsbutDurbaniscallingmeby

Name.

IaskedMigcobotogivemeandSikelelwaachance

totalk.Sikiehasattitudefordays,shecomeslate

fromcampus,shebackchats,shegoesonFriday

thencomesbackonSundayCabanga!

ShehasdefinitelytastedtheD!

Istopwiththepackingandwalkedtothelounge

whereshe'smakingNoisebusylaughingoverthe

phone,theKardashiansshewaswatchingare

watchingher.

"Sikieweneedtotalk!"

Isaywithmymostseriousfaceandswitchedoff

theTV.

IsitontopofthecoffeeTableoppositeher.

"Okaychomiieletmecallyouafterafewminutes

mysisterwantstotalktome"

Shesaysanddropsthecall.



"MoloSisi"

Shegreetsmelookingdown.

Shedidn'tsleepathome,andtodayisaFridayshe

willleavelateronandit'saChristmasforhercoz

I'mleavingtoo.

"Sikiewhatareyoudoing?"

"WhatdoyoumeanSisi?"

"Whatareyoudoingwithyourlife?Areyoustill

goingtocampus?"

"YessisIgotocampusIcanEvenshowyouthe

proof"

"UyajolaSikelelwa?"

Shechokedonhersalivaandstartedcoughing.

Ilookedather,shecancoughtillshediesI've

reachedmylimitwithher.Iamdonewithhernje,i

justwanttosendherbacktoEasternCape.

Whenshe'sdonewithherdramashelooksatme.

"SikiedoyouRememberthetalkwehadbackin

EasternCape?"



"Yessisi"

"WhatdidIsaytoYou?"

"ThatIshouldfocusonschoolandbetteringmy

future,andthatIshouldforgetaboutboysand

focus."

"Whatwasthelastsentence?"

"ThatifIfailtolistentoYou,you'llsendmeback

homeandenrollmeinoneoftheuniversitiesin

EasternCape"

"Didyoulistenke?"

Sheshookherhead

"Youdon'thaveamouthnow?Sikelelwayou've

beenthebossaroundhere.Tellingusnottodictate

yourlife,wearenotyourparents.Youbackchatted

meSikelelwa,youdidn'tsleepathome.Wereyou

highonsomecheapdrugswhenallthat

happened?"

"Iamsorrysisi.Iwillchangepleasedon'tsendme

backtoEasternCape."

ShebegswithTearsstreamingdownherface,iam



notfazednortouchedshedidallofthisshemust

facetheconsequences"

"Howoldisthepersonyouaredating?"

Shekeepsquiet

"I'maskingSikelelwa"

"28yearsold"

Whaaaat!?

"AndhowoldareyouSikelelwa?Whatareyou

doingwithamanthatisevenolderthanme?

Couldn'tyoufindyouragemates?Therearealotof

boysyourageoncampuswhylookforsomeone's

babydaddy?Agrownman!"

Shecriesmore

"DoyouuseCondom?"

Shelooksupatme

"Don'tyoudaregivemethoseeyes,don'tyouknow

thatpeoplearesickoutthere?Wereyounever

thoughtaboutHIVandSTIs?"

"Iwastaught.WedouseCondombutnotmostof



thetime"

TosayI'mdisappointedinherisanunderstatement

Iamhurt.Shehashurtmyfeelingstoday,ithought

shewouldbecleveraboutthesethingscozshe's

smart.

"Whatdoeshehavethatboysyouragedon'thave?

Isitmoney?"

Shedoesn'tsayanything.

"Iwantyoutobreakthingsoffwiththisguy.Right

nowyouwillblockhim,andpackyourthingsyou

goingtoMery'sFlatforthisweekend.OnMonday

afterourclasseswegoingtoanearbyclinictodo

sometestsandyouwilltakemetothatFatherof

yourstobreakthingsofficialwithme

accompanyingyou,ifhehasnonsenseI'llcutoff

hissmalldick.Soblockhimandswitchyour

cellphoneoffI'mtakingittoDurbanwith.YouWill

knowwho'snowoldSikelelwasozendiqhelwe

ngumntanamna!"

Shedoesthethingsthatmakesthepotstobedone

andhandsthephonetome.



"Nowgoandpack"

Shewalkstoherroom,ifollowherthengotinside

mineandclosedthedoor.

Tearsstreameddownmyface,nowIfeelthe

parent'spainwhenkidsstartdisobeyingthem.The

painifelt,thedisappointment.Iwouldn'tbe

disappointedifitwassomeVarsityboy,iwould've

understoodit'saphaseshe'sdating.Nowshe's

datingagrownman,amanolderthanme.Idon't

wanthertobeoneoftheSlayQueens,moneycan

makeherdropoutofschoolandmakehersellher

bodythisisJohannesburgit'safastlifecity,she's

stilltooyoungandnaiveIjusthopeshechangesor

I'llhavenochoicebutsendherbacktoEastern

Cape.

ItakeanothershowercozIfeltlikeineededthe

coldshower.

.

"Guyspleaselookoutforher.Makesureshe

doesn'tgetanychancetogoout.Talktoherguys,

advicehermakessomesenseinthatbigheadof



hers.ItrustthetwoofYoutoknocksomesense

intoher."

"Don'tworrywewilltalktoher,she'sgoingthrough

astage.Itwillpasstoo,don'tstressaboutitfriend,

she'snowexposetotherealworldshejustneeds

guidance".

Lornasayspattingmyback

"Thankyoulove,shemusn'tgetaccesstoanyof

yourcellphone.Shemustsuffer,cozwhenIcome

backIwon'tbelenientwithher."

"Okayma'amoffyougo"

Meryshushesmeoff.

"Okaybyeloves"

"Byeboo"

Ilaughandwalkintomycar,I'mdrivingwith

Migcobo.

"She'snotmadatYou?"

"Noshe'sremorseful,ithinkshe'sregretting

everything.Ifshe'snotacting"



"Yeahshewillbefinedon'tstress"

Inodthendrovefaster,iamlate.

"Pleasekeepthehousecleanandnogirlsandno

partyinmyhouse!"

Helaughsandshakehishead

"YouknowI'mnotrouble"

Yeahhe'sRight,ifhe'snotplayingsocceron

campushiswithhisFriendTumeloatRes.On

weekendsI'mcompetingwithhimwhenitcomesto

Musa,he'salwayswithhim.HeseehimashisRole

model,hewantstobelikeMusawhenhegrowsup

"YoungandRich"that'swhathewantsandhave

manybusiness.

SpeakingofMusahe'sbeencallingnon-stopI

knowiamlate.I'mgladhe'snotcomingwithus,

otherwiseIwouldforgetaboutworkandthinkwe

areonBaecation.

Iparkinfrontofthecompanyentranceandopened

theboottookmysuitcase.

"Pleasedrivesafely,iloveYou."



"Haveasafetripsis,iloveYoutoo"

Hetakesthedriver'sseatanddrivesoff

"TheseatbeltMigcobo"

Ishoutatthecarthatisnotevennearme,these

kidswillgivemegreyhairataveryyoungestage.

"YouareLate,wearedonewiththebriefing.

Amandawillbriefyouontheplane,nowgobefore

theflightleavey'all"

Heisgrumpy

"IamsorryMusaihadtoattendtosomethingvery

importantI'lltellyouoverthephone."

Henods

Igivehimaquickkiss

"Iloveyou"

Isaywipingthelipstick

"Iwillmissyou"

"Migcobowillkeepyoucompanythisweekendand

pleaselookatthosefiguresIsentyou."



Henods

"Offyougobeforeyoumakeyourteamlate.Ilove

you"

Ikisshimonhischeekthenwenttothecompany

car.

"I'msosorryguys,hadtoattendsomething

importantItoldtheBoss"

Theynoddedandfixedtheireyesbackintheir

gadgets.

Theyaretooseriousaboutlifetheseones,anti-

socialpricks!

ThiswillbethelongestweekendinDurban,cozI'm

withworkaholics.

SbwlSavannaandsoftlifethattime,YhooIam

definitelynotinthemood.

.

Couldn'tpostyesterdayIwasbusyI'msorry.

.
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TWENTY

.

"What'sonyourmind?"

IlookbackandIseeAmanda,theMarketing

Director.

"Alotofstuff.It'scomplicatedyouknow"

Ishrug

"Let'sgotothebeachjustforawalk"

Shetakesmyhand,andwalkwithme.

Westayinabeachhouse,it'sbeenfewhourssince

wearrivedandwegotbusywithwork.Wedidn't

comeheretoplaysowewerehavingabreakwe

willgetbacktowork.

"Soyoudon'twanttotalkaboutit?"

Amandaasks,Amandaisamarriedwomanwho



takeslifesoserious.

"Mylittlesisterjuststarteddating"

Shelaughs,istopandlookather

"So?Areyounotdating?"

Sheasks

"She'sdatingoldermen,shedoesn'tuseCondom

whenhavingsex.Idon'tknowwhethershe'sclean

ornot,whenIgobackonMondaywewillgotothe

clinic.MyworstfearisforhergettingHIVor

Pregnant.WhatwillIsaytoourparents?She'smy

responsibility"

TheseabreezeisdoingmegoodIneededit.

"Ohthat'shard.ButIdon'twantyoutoblame

yourselfhere,Yesyouareresponsibleforherbut

she'sgoingthroughastage.Shewillbefinejust

don'tbeharshonherotherwiseitwilldriveherback,

talktoherasaconcernedbigsister,talktoherasif

youtalkingwithyourBestFriend.Tellherwhatto

do,showherthewaymakeyourselfanexampleto

her.Shewillbefine,shewillbefine.Evenifsheis



sickpleasebethereforher,shewillneedallthe

supportshecangetfromyouherbigsister"

Inod

"ThankyouAmanda!"

"Youwelcome,nowlet'sgobackandstartworking!"

Isighandhuff

"YouguysarepainintheAss,can'ty'alllivelifefor

once?Don'tyouwanttolivethesoftlife?"

Shelaughed

"Wecangooutlateronfordinner"

"That'sagoodplan,atleastIwillSeetheDurban"

Shesmiles

.

It'slateinDurban,I'mwearingathinarmsilkdress

andheels.

It'slateI'mwithAmandaandChealseashe'salso

partoftheteam.

"Wherearewehavingdinner?"



Chelseaasks

"There'sthisRestaurantontheroad,myhusband

andIwentthere.I'mtellingtoyoutwotheirfoodis

todieFor!"

Amandarespond

"Ihopeso"

Isay,ilovegoodfoodsoIwillbedisappointedifthe

foodisnotthatdelicious.

Wefinallyarrivedattherestaurantit'snotFarfrom

ourbeachhousehencewetookawalk.

.

"SoLuncumoareyousingle?"

Chelseaaskssippingherwine,theyarenotthat

uptightshame.ButI'mhavingmySavanna,i

missedit.

"NoloveI'minaRelationship"

"Someonefromschool?"

Amandaasks.



"Yeah,he'sdoinghislastyearinmedicine."

"Ohhehasagoodcareer.AdoctorandaMarketer"

Chelseasayssmiling

"Yeah.WhataboutYou?"

"JustgotoutofanabusiveRelationship,hewasa

marriedman.Ididn'tknow,butwhenIfoundedout

thathewasmarriedIbrokethingsoffwithhim,

that'swhenhestartedabusingme.ButIgotoutof

thatRelationshipnow,I'mdoingme"

Shuuuuididn'texpectthat

"Yho!Atleastyoudoingyoumos"

Thewaitercamewithourfood,andgavemeapiece

ofpaper.

"Fromthatgentlemanoverthere"

Ilookedatwherehewaspointing.Itwassome

Indianguy.

Iopenedthepaper.

"PleaseCallMe061*******"



Ilaughed,HaibouPrajesh!

Ishookmyhead.

"whatdoesitsay?"

Amandaasks.

"ThatIshouldcallhim!"

Theybothlaugh,theAudacityofRajesh'sBrother

PrajeshtoaskmetocallhimYhotheBuhlungus

don'tphel!

"AndthatmanhasawifebackinIndia"

"TheliveroftheseMen!"

"Cabanga!"

Isaysippingonmysavanna.

.

AmandajustsettledtheBill,Pecksofbeingthe

MarketingDirector.

She'sricherthanus,andithelpsthatIama

studentintheireyes.

"Sowegoingbacktothebeachhousemos?"



Amandaasks,see.Ifitwassomeonesensibleshe

would'veoptedforafewdrinksinaclub,butit's

AmandaIunderstand.

"Iwantedtotakeawalk,ihavetocheckuponmy

sister,brotherandboyfriendsoyouguyscango"

"Alrightwewillseeyou"

Theyleft,istoodnexttothebridgethencalledMery.

"HeyLove"

"HeNcumo,how'sDurban?"

"Durbanisgreat,butI'vebeenworkingeversinceI

camehereIameventiredyazi,butiwentoutfor

Dinneratleast"

"Ohshame,butit'syourchoicethenbabes"

"Yeah,andIhaveanAssignmentwaitingformeto

startassoonasIgetbacktothebeachhouse"

"YhooshameFriendbestrongokay?"

"Yeah,how'sSikie?"

"She'sfine,wewatchingTV"



"Ohokay,tellherImissherandIloveher"

"Haiboit'sstillFridayifyouknow,justafewhours

butkeIwilltellherdon'tworry"

"Alrightthen,ByeLove"

"ByeBoo"

Idroppedthecallandlookedup,thelightswereas

brightasdaylight.

IcalledMigcobo

"HeySis"

"Migco,ihopemyhouseisstillinplace"

Helaughed

"You'vebeengoneforlikewhat?10hoursand

you'realreadyworriedaboutthehouse.Everything

isstillinplace,I'mwithTumelo.Playingsome

games,PlayStation"

"Ohokay,icalledtocheckuponyouthat'sall.I

havetherighttocheckuponyou,anythingcan

happenin10hourstimesoletmebethecautious

sister"



"ThanksSis,westillfinethanksthoughforcaring"

"That'sgreattohearthen,alrightbyeiloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoo,Bye!"

Idroppedthecall.

ItriedcallingMusa'sNumberbutitrangthenwent

straighttovoicemail.

Icalled4timesbutstillnothing,hewillseemy

missedcalls.

.

AsIwaswalkingtowardsthebeachhouse,iheard

Gunshots.Peoplewererunning,ijustfrozeinone

spot.

Mymindstopfunctioningforjustafewseconds.

"Heyladywhyareyoustandingthere?Thosebank

Robberswillshootyou!"

Somewhiteguyshoutedatmeashewasrunning

totheotherdirection.

ThebeachhousedirectioniswheretheGunshots

arecomingfromhenceIfroze.



ThegunshotseizedIhadnochoicebuttopullmy

biggirlspantsandwalksinceIdon'tknowany

otherways.

Iwalkedfasterwithmyheelsonmyhandsfor

instanceifsomethinghappens.

"Ouch"

Istaggeredback,I'vehurtmyfeetthumb.

"AhhhohGod!"

Icry,thisshithurts

"Areyouokay?"

Ideepvoicebehindstartledme.

IamshitscaredbutIwon'tshowit.

"I'mfine"

Isaidwithmyvoicelow.

Hetouchesmyarm,iquicklyremovehishandandI

takealookathim.

ThestreetlightthatIbumpedmyfeetwithisgiving

usthelight.



"Ngelosi"

Hesays,ifrown.WhywouldhecallmeAngel?

"Areyouhurt?"

Thecareinhisvoicemeltsme,it'soverwhelming.

"Hurtmyfeet,iwillbefine"

Isay.

"Whereareyougoing?It'snotsafeforyouhere"

"Iamgoingnexttothebeach"

"Letmegiveyoualiftcome"

"No!"

Isay,Sozekalok.Idon'tevenknowhimformeto

drivewithhimaloneatnight.Whatifhekidnapsme?

"Iwon'tdoanythingwrongtoyou.Takeapictureof

me,sendittoyourfamily.Butwehavetoleavethis

placenow!"

Iquicklytakemyphoneandtookapictureofhim

thensentittoMeryandtoldhershouldIgomissing,

shemustfindthisguy.



"Canwegonow?"

Inod

Wewalktothebackstreetthere'sacarparked.

WegetInsidethecaronthebackseat.

Therearetwoguysonthefront,iamgone.

ThisismylastdayonearthohmyGod,BraGIdon't

wanttocometoyou.DaddyyouknowmosIstill

haveunfinishedbusinessinyourworld.Youcan't

lettheseMenkillmeyourdaughter,it'smeyour

firstdaughterAzania,idon'tagreetocometoyou

soearly.

SpiritofJoseph,youmyUnclenigahsaveme

please.

"Iknowyourface,I'veseenyoubefore.Zuluisn't

shethe..."

"DriveShaka!"

Whyishestoppinghimfromsayingwherehe

knowsme?

"Whereto?"



Heasks,shamepoorShakaZulu!

"Tothebeach"

TheCardrivesoff

IsighandpraytoMyDaduptheretokeepmesafe.

Minuteslaterweinfrontofthebeach,idirecthimto

thebeachhouse.

"Thankyousomuchforthelift"

"Youwelcome,Nexttimebesafe"

"Iwould'vebeensafeifIwasbackInJohannesburg.

Idon'tknowDurban,icameherejustforworkI'llbe

leavingSunday.ButThankyousomuch"

"Youwelcome"

Igotoffthecar,thenwalkedInsidethehouse.

"OMGwewereworriedaboutyou.Weheardthe

Gunshots,I'mgladyouareokay!"

AmandasaysassoonasIwalkin.

"Yeah,itookanUber.Iamsafe,iheardtherewasa

bankRobbery."



WechattedforafewminutesIwenttomyroom.

Itookaquickshowerthenwalkedtothebed.I

guessIhavetostartwithmyAssignmenttomorrow

I'mstilltraumatised.

Iputtedbandageonmythumbsinceitwasanopen

cut.

Iswitchedoffthelightthengotinsidethebed.

Ilookedatthepictureoftheguywhosavedme,

he'sDarkandhandsome,ilovehisbeardit'sso

cleanandmaintained.Ididn'tknowhewasthis

handsome,myKnightinshinningamour!

IsmiledasswitchedmyphoneoffaftertellingMery

Iwasfine!.

Ididn'tevengethisname,yethecalledme

"Ngelosi"whichmeansanAngel.

Iwouldn'tmindmeetinghimagain,Justtothank

him.He'stoohandsomemaan,mynewcrushwith

Beard!

.

.
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I'vebeenstandingonthebalconyeveryfreeminute

Iget,watchingtheroadthinkingI'llseethecar

again.

"You'rerestlesstodayareyouOkay?"

Amandastandsrightnexttome.

HowdoItellherthat,it'ssimplybecauseIwantto

seethatGuy'sfaceonceagainbutIcan'tseemto

gethimoutofmymindeventhoughIhavehis

pictureIjustwanttoseehimagain.

"It'snothingIjustmissmyboyfriend"

Isay,speakingofthatone,hehasn'treturnedanyof



mycallsIdon'twanttobethenagginggirlfriend

thisisthereasonI'mscaredtobeinaRelationship.

IamapsychowhenIfeelbeingshittedon,andright

nowIknowMusaisnotbusywithworkevenifhe

wasbusyhewould'vecalledmejusttocheckupon

mehealwayshavetimeformenomatterhowbusy

heis.

"Ohhisitnewlove?"

"Noit'snotnewlove,it'sjustthatweekendsare

ours,wespendourweekendstogethersinceweare

toobusyduringtheweek"

"OhIsee"

"Yeah,hasthebosscalledtochecktheprogress?

Wearegoingtothemeetingtomorrow,hasn'the

calledjusttocheckifweareup-to-datewiththe

presentationforthecompany?"

"Nohedidn'tcall,Juniorwastheonewhocalled

andaskedabouttheprogress"

Inodmyhead,whatcouldhebebusywiththathe

can'tevenget2minutestocallandcheckuponme.



"I'mgoingtotheMall,wannatagalong?"

IaskAmanda,ijustwanttotakemymindoffthings.

"Sorrylove,ihaveavideocallinafewminuteswith

myHusband"

InodthenwalkedbackInsidethehouse,itooka

showerthenworemylinenankledresswithslides.

Mythumbstillhadabandageonanditispainful

butI'mastronggirl.

Itookmysidebagthenwentoutside,I'mgladwe

finishedwiththepresentationforthecompanynow

IcanfocusonmyAssignmentassoonasIget

back.

IrequestedanUber,itwaswaitingformeoutside.

"Pleasetakemetothenearestmall"

Isaythenrelaxed,ihadthisurgetocallMusa.What

ifhe'sintrouble?

Icallhimagainbuthisphoneisnowgoingstraight

tovoicemailit'snotevenringing.

I'mfrustratedbutIwillbefine,iwanttocall

MigcobotogoandcheckuponhimbutIdon'twant



thathehasbrotherstodothat.

.

IpaytheuberdriverandwalkinsidetheMall,iwant

foodfirstbeforeanything.Ididn'teatbreakfastso

I'mdefinitelyeatingfirstbeforewindowshoppingor

buyingsomefewclothes.

IseeRocomomas,iwalkinside.

Idon'tunderstandwhywehavetowriteanexam

justtoorderfood,RocomamashasDramaYazi.

I'mhavingJuicewhileI'mwaitingformyfood.

Myphoneringsit'sJunior.

"Hello"

"Ncumohey,howareyou?"

"I'mgoodthanks,howareYou?"

"I'mgoodtoo,how'sDurban?"

Haiboarewefriendsnow?Whyishecallingmeand

nothisbrother?

"Durbanisbeautifulandgreat,imightbecoming



backherewithmyfriendsforaweekendjustto

havefun"

"YeahDurbanisbeautiful,ihopeyouareenjoying

though"

"IwishIwasenjoyingbutI'mnot,wehavetoomuch

work.Whereisyourbrother?"

IcuttotheChase,idon'tbeataroundthebushes.

"WhoNqaba?"

Heeethisonemustnottestme.

"Andwhat'smybusinesswithNqaba?IsNqaba

youronlybrother?"

"OhKungomusa!Ohhe'sbusywithwork"

There'samissinhisstatementandthewayhe

talked.

"Ohisthereanythingyouwanttotalkabout?"

"NoIwasjustcheckingyouup"

"Alrightthanksforcheckinguponmebye!"

Idroppedthecall.HethinksI'manidiotright?I'm



pissedshame,somethingwrongishappeningand

it'ssomethingthatwillmakemeangryorbreakmy

heart!.

TheoppositechairmovedIliftmyeyesoffmy

phoneandsmileinvoluntarily.

"SawubonaNgilosi"

Azaniapleasedon'tblush,pleasedon'tembarrass

us!

"Sawubona"

"CanIseat?"

Inod,ican'ttrustmymouthtosaysomething.

Heseatsdownoppositeme.

Thewaiterbringsmyfood,hetakesthepaperand

fillshisordertoo.

"HowareYou?"

Heasksafterhandingthepapertothewaiter.

"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

"I'mgoodtoo,how'syourfeet?Isawbloodstains



onthefloorofthecar"

"Ohsorry,mythumbwasbleedingbutit'sfinenow

alittlepainfulthough"

Henodshishead.Musahasabeardbutnotthisbig

andneat,thisoneisneat,bigandshinnyithasthat

thingmaan.

"Ididn'tformallyintroducedmyselflastnight,I'm

ThuthukaZulu"

"AzaniaLuncumoJola"

Hesmilesbutnotfullysmilethough

"IlovethenameLuncumo,andyouhaveabeautiful

smiletoo"

Ican'thelpyho,I'mfailingdismallyaskiesteam.

I'mblushingshame,Godyourcreationnje

sometimesisbeautifullookatthisHandsomeman

infrontofme.

"Thankyousomuch"

Isayafterblushingamilliontimes

"Whyareyounoteating?"



"Iamwaitingforyoutogetyourfood,it'srudetoeat

alonewhenyouarewithsomeone"

"Iwouldn'tmindwatchingyoueatthough"

Ismile,SpiritofJosephpleasebewithmeYhoo

ngiyashona!

Hisfoodcomestoo

"Wemayeatthen"

Heexchangedmyfoodwithhis.

"YoueatthehotfoodI'lleatthecoldone"

Hesaid.

"SoLuncumo,tellmeaboutyourself."

Idrankthejuicewhilelookingathim,iwouldn'tget

tiredofwatchinghimeat.

MyphonevibratesontopoftheTableit'sMusa.

Ohwownowhe'scalling,shamepoorboy!

"Areyounotgoingtopickupyourphone?"

Iswitchedmyphoneoff

"It'snooneimportant,whatwasyourquestion?"



"Tellmeaboutyourself"

Heatehisfries

"Uhmyouknowmyname,I'mthefirstbornandi

haveabrotherandasisterwhoaretwins.I'ma

MarketingstudentandI'malsoworkingasan

MarketingInterninsomebigcorporationcompany.

IhavetwobestFriends,that'sbasicallyme!"

Henods

"LuckyYou,beinganInternwhilestudying.Assoon

asyougraduateyouhaveajobalreadymos"

Inod

"Sonoboyfriend?"

Thatquestiontookmeoffguard

"Thereis,butIdon'tknowwherewearestanding.

It'scomplicatedifIcouldsay"

Henodsonceagain

"SowhataboutYou?Tellmeaboutyourself?"

"I'malawyerbyprofession,butI'mcurrentlya

farmer.IstaywithmyUncleandAuntwhoarelike



myparents,nosiblingswhatsoeverjusttwolittle

cousins."

Inod,he'safarmer?FarmersinEasternCapeare

notashandsomeandcleanasheis.

"Whyareyouafarmer?Whileyouarealawyer?"

"Let'ssay,IlovefarmingsoIdecidedtostop

attendingcourtsandjustspendalotofmytimein

theBundus,ican'tlieI'menjoying."

Inod

"SoyoustayhereinDurban?"

"BothDurbanCBDandEmnambithi"

Inod

"WhywereyoucallingmeNgelosi?"

Hesmiled,ahhhDaddyGthisrighthereinfrontof

meisagorgeouslyhandsomeman.

"BecausethefirsttimeIsawYou,whichwasin

Johannesburgyoursmiletookmeawayitwasone

ofanAngel.HencethenameAngel,meetingyou

hereinDurbanagainwasablessing.Icouldn'tget



overyoursmile,themostbeautifulSmile."

I'mdeadontheground.ThankGodI'mseatedifI

wasstandingIwould'vefainted.

"Soyou?NoGirlfriend?"

"No,notatall."

HesayssoConfidently.

Inodmyhead.

.

We'reparkedinfrontofthebeachhouse,wespent

thewholedaytogetherhe'ssuchabreathoffresh

air.

"Sonow,canIgetyournumbers?"

"Yeahsure"

Hegavemehisphone,itypeddownmynumber.

"I'lldefinitelycallyou,sowhenareyouleaving?"

"Tomorrowafterthepresentation,idon'tthinkIwill

Seeyoutomorrow.EverythingIsscheduled,soI

won'thavetimetosayGoodbye"



"Whatabummer,sothisisourgoodbyefriend?"

Yeahwearenowfriends.

"Yeah,itis.ButI'msureoneofthesedaysIwould

seeyouinJohannesburg"

Hefrowned,andthisisnotthefirsttimehe's

frowningwhentalkingaboutJohannesburg.He

doesn'tlikeJohannesburgandIcanseeitinhis

faceandinhiseyestootheytellastory.

"Anythingforyoumyfriend"

Inod

"Alrightgoodbyethen,I'llwaitforyourcall."

Ihughim,isn'thesupposedtosmellofcowdung?

He'ssmellingsogood,icoulddrowninthatcologne

he'susing.

Ibreakoffandtookmybag.

"Byechomi"

"ByeChoma'm"

Iwavemyhandandwalkinsidethehouse.



Everyoneismindingtheirownbusinesshere.

IwouldgetdepressedifIweretostaywiththese

peopletheentiretime,iwouldgomad.

Iwalkintomyroom,tookmylaptopandstarted

withmyAssignment.

Iswitchedmyphoneon,messagescameflooding.

MissedcallsfromMusa.

Iignoreeverythingandputmyphoneoncharge,

thencontinuedworkingonmyAssignment.

Myphoneringsit'sMusa.

"Hello"

"Baby,whywasyourphoneoff?"

"Iswitcheditoff."

"Why?"

"IwasbusyMusa,whywasyourphoneoff

yesterdayandinthemorning?"

Silence

"DidyoucheckthefiguresIsentYou?"



Iask,hedoesn'twanttoanswerwhywashisphone

off.

"YesIdid,there'samiss.I'llcheckwiththe

AdvertisingandSalesteam.Thankyousomuchfor

pickingthatup,wealmostlostthemoneyasthe

company."

"Iwasdoingmyjobdon'tworry"

Helaughs

"How'sDurbanbabe?"

IsmiledthinkingaboutThuthu

"Durbanisgreat,imetsomeone"

Isaysmiling

"Someone?"

"Yeah,I'vemadesomefriend.He'sabreathoffresh

air,youwillseehim.I'llshowyouhispictureas

soonasIland,youwouldmeethimsomedaywhen

hecomestoJoburgforavisit."

"Can'twaittoseehim."

Hesaidsarcastically



"Yeah,anywaysIwasworkingonmyAssignmentif

youdon'tmind."

"Notaproblembabe,youcancontinue.Imissyou

andIloveyou"

"IloveyoutooSthandwaSam"

"Alrightbye"

"Bye"

Idroppedthecall,tearsareburningmyeyes.Idon't

wanttocry,butthere'sthisthingthatmakesmy

heartheavyandwannamakecry.

Thiswasthemostcoldestphonecallwe'veever

hadasacouple.

It'struewhentheysayyoulosesomeonetheway

yougothim.

ItookhimfromRitawhiletheywerestilldatingand

inlovewithoneanother.

Ifeellikewhathappenedishappeningonceagain

buttomethistime.

NowIknowhowRitafelt,andtheshittestthingis



thatIloveMusasoMuch.

Lifeisreallyarollercoaster.

.

.
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"howisshe?"

Isighandlookather.

"She'sOkay"



"Whenareyoubreakingupwithher?"

"Iwillbreakupwithher!"

"ItbetterbesoonMusa,Youcan'tsendmetothe

crazyloonplacetobettermyselfjusttofindmyself

withnoBoyfriendwhenIcomeback"

"Ritawetalkedaboutthis,iloveher!"

"Thenyoubetterunlovehercozonewayoranother

youwillbreakupwithher"

Sheleavesmealoneintheroom..

Myphoneringsit'sMigcobo,Ncumo'sbrother.

"HeyBra,I'vetriedtocallyouyesterdayyourphone

didn'tgothrough"

"Hey,I'vebeenbusywithwork.Justdidn'thavetime

thisweekend"

"OhOkay,tomorrowisSunday,iwantedtoaskifwe

stillonfortheBusinessclass?"

"Canwedoitnextweekend?"

"MysisterandIaredefinitelyfightingmosnext

weekend,worsethisweekendshewasawayfrom



you"

Ilaughed,theywillmostdefinitelyfight

"YourdayisOnlySunday.SoIwilltalktoherabout

itbeforetheweekendcomes."

"Alrightthenbye!"

"Bye"

Idroppedthecall,itookmycarkeysandwalked

outIneedfreshair.

"ArewehavingDinnerplans?"

RitaasksassoonasIsteponthelounge.

"I'mhavingDinnerwithmyMother.It'sstrictly

motherandSonDinner"

Isay,shenods.

"Ihopewhateveryouaresayingisthetruthorso

helpmeGod!"

Sheswored

"BelievewhatevershityouwanttobelieveRita,I'm

gone"



"Okayfine,pleasegreetherandtellherthatIam

goingtoseeherafterChurchtomorrow"

InodthenleaveasfastasIcould.

IsighassoonasI'moutsidewhathaveIgotten

myselfInto?

Idrivestraighttomyparent'shouse.

Ididn'tunderstandNcumowhenshesaidshehas

metsomeone,Ritawaslisteningtoour

conversationevenwhenIsaidIlovehersheeyed

me.

IgaveNcumoacallonceagain,ihopeI'mnot

disturbingherwhenshe'sbusywithher

Assignment.

"Musa"

"Babe,youstillbusywithyourAssignment?"

"YesIam,butIwasabouttocallitquits.Iamtired,i

hadaverylongday"

"Speakingofthat,yousaidyoumetsomeone?"

"Yeah,Thuthu.He'safriendofmine"



"Ishegay?"

"What?Nohe'sstraight"

"Soletmegetthingsstraight.Heisyourmalefriend

andhe'sstraightasaruler?"

"Yeah,youneedtorelaxbabe.Hedoesn'tseeme

likethat,sodoI.Sowearejustfriends,iloveYou

nothimandtherearenofeelingstowardshim

whatsoever.Yeshe'shandsomebuthe'sjusta

friend"

"Handsomemorethanme?"

Shelaughsatme!

"Youdon'tneedtobejealousBabe,yeshe'smore

handsomethanyou"

Ilaughtoo

"ButyouLovememos?"

"Obvious,youmybabe"

"ThankGod"

Shelaughed



"YouweretenseearlierandourConversationwas

ascoldasaniceberg"

Shesayssoundingserious

"IamsorryaboutthatIwasalittlebitstressed

Sthandwasam"

"SowhywasyourPhoneOffKungomusaKhanyile?"

Judgingbyhertoneshe'snolongerjokingshe's

serious.

"BecauseIhadalotofworksthandwasam.Iknow

that'snotexcuseformetoputworkbeforeus,it's

justthatIwasfrustrated.AfteryousenttheFigures

Icheckedthecompany'sfigurestherearealotof

loopholeswelostsomuchmoney.Iamsosorryfor

that"

"Thenwhyyoudidn'texplain?"

"Iamsosorrymylove"

"It'sOkay,youareforgiven.Butbabynomatterhow

angryyouareorhowfrustratedyouarePleasetalk

tomeorsendamessageiwillunderstand.Iwas

madatthefactthatyoudidn'tevencalltocheckifI



hadsettledinDurbanbutit'sallfine."

"Iwillneverdothatagain,iamsosorrysthandwa

Sam"

"It'sallgoodlove,allisforgiven"

"IloveyouLuncumo,always.Iwillalwaysloveyou

nomatterwhat."

"AreyoudyingMusa?"

Ilaugh,she'scrazy

"No,I'mjusttellingyouhowIfeel"

"WellthenIloveyoutoo,youaremymanandyou'll

foreverwill."

"AlrightIappreciatethatalot"

"Okaybabe,canIsleepnow?"

"Yesbabyyoucan.Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoobye!"

Idroppedthecallandparkedthecar.

Igotinsidethehouse,MaZuluisalonehere,

Khanyilewenttoabusinesstrip.



Icheckthekitchenfirstshe'snothere.There'sno

dinnermade,that'sunlikemyMother.

Iwalkedintotheirroom,therearetissuesonthe

floorandshe'sonthebedholdinganOldphoto

Album.

"MaZulu"

ShelooksupandclosetheAlbum.

"Kungomusa,whatbringsyouhereatnight?"

Shewipeshertearswiththetissue

"Can'tIseemymotherandhavedinnerwithher?"

Shepatsaspacenexttoher

"It'spastDinnertime,what'sbotheringyou?"

"Youfirst,therearetissuesalloverthefloor.What's

wrong?"

"It'soneofthosedaysI'llbefinemybaby!"

"Doyouneedtogototheisolatedhouse?"

Sheshakesherhead

"Iwillbefine.What'sbotheringyoumyboy?"



"MompleasestopmakingmeasmallboyI'mold

andI'mthefirstborn.Yousupposedtosaythatto

Nqaba"

Shesmilesfaintly

"Thisisthelasttime,I'maskingwhat'sbothering

you?"

"Ritaisback!"

Shedoesn'tlookshockedormad,she'sjustrelaxed.

"Sowhatareyougoingtodowithher?"

"Idon'tknow,that'swhyIamhere"

"DoesAzaniaknow?"

Ishookmyhead

"Shedoesn'tknow,whatwillIsay?"

"Tellherthetruth,everythingshewilldecide

whethersheleavesorshestays.Ritaiscrazy,she's

unstableifyouallowhertobreakyourRelationship

withAzaniait'seasyiwillviewitasifyou'venever

lovedAzania.FightthisRitagirl,tellheryoudon't

wantheranymorethingsbetweenyoutwoendeda



longtimeago."

"ItoldherthatIdon'twantherMa,butshe's

stubborn"

"ThentellAzaniabeforeRitasaysexactlythe

oppositeofwhat'shappening"

Inod

"Truthalwayscomesmychild.Iwantyoutochoose

whatmakesyouhappy.IfAzaniamakesyouhappy

thenchooseher,ifyouloveherthenchooseher

andbehonestwithher"

Inodthenhuggedher.

"IloveyouMaZulu!"

"IloveyoutooMySon"

"SoarethoseourOldphotos?TheAlbumseems

old"

"It'soldpictureswithpeopleyoudon'tknow,My

family"

"Speakingofyourfamily,we'venevermetthem.We

knowourfather'sfamilyonly"



"It'sbetterthatwayson,someBoxesaremeantto

beclosednotopen.Let'sjustclosethechapter,i

don'tliketalkingaboutthem"

"AlrightI'mhungry,howaboutwegoandmake

somefood?"

"That'sright,youcangoI'llfindyoudownstairsI

needtofreshenup"

"AlrightI'llfindyoudownstairs"

Igotoffthebedthenwenttothekitchen.

.

.
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.

"IamreadyBab'omdala"

Helooksatconfused

"Tolookforyoursister"

Hisfaceshowmoreconfusion

"Whynow?"



"Idon'tknow,butIfeeltheneedtolookforher.She

owesmeanexplanationandIamreadytogetmy

lifebackon."

"OhOkay,butwhyallofasudden?"

"Lifeistooshort,that'sthereason.Iknowyouknow

whereshestaysIwantustogotoJohannesburg"

"WilltherebeaRelationshipbetweenthetwoof

You?"

"No,iwanthertodorightbytheancestorsandwe

partways."

Unclenodshishead

"IhearYou,weshallleaveforJohannesburg

Tomorrow"

"NgiyabongaBaba"

"AnythingforyouSon,asI'vesaid.YouaremySon,

I'vealreadytoldyouthatSamkelisiwegavebirthto

youbutI'myourfatherandMaqwabeisyour

mother.Samkelisiwedoesn'thaveaSon,younot

hersbutIloveyoumySon.Morethananythingon

thisearth,youknowIdon'thaveanychildofmine



butyouare.Samkelisiwehasdonemeagreat

favourofgivingbirthtoyou."

Ihuggedhim

"NgiyabongaBaba,ireallymeanit.Iloveyouso

muchyouaremylife.Thankyou"

Hebrushesmyshoulders

"Tomorrowweshallleave!"

"Okay,letmegetgoing."

"Ithoughtyouweresleepinghere!"

"MaQwabeiswaitingforme,she'sbeencalling.It's

beenalongtimewithoutseeingher"

"You'vedoneagreatJobatDurban"

Inod

"Almostcostedmesomeone'slife"

"Who,awoman?CozIknowyoudon'tcareabout

men!"

Ilaughed

"ANewfriendofmine"



"Friend?"

Hegavemeamischievoussmile

"She'sreallyafriendBaba,nothingmore.Idon'tsee

herthatway,she'sjustbeautiful"

"Ifyousayso"

"Plusshehasaboyfriend,andIrespectthat"

Henods

"ShakaandMandlaarewaitingformeoutside,let

meleave"

"AlrightI'llseeyouinthemorning"

Inodthenwalkedoutofthehousetothecar.

"MyPlaceoryourPlace?"

"Nohomobutthat'stooGayShaka.ButI'mgoingto

myplace"

"Yourplaceitis!"

Isigh,there'snouseinarguingwithhimIwilljust

wastemybreath.

MandladrovetomyPlace.



"I'llfindyoutwoinmyflatI'mcoming"

Iwenttothemainhousetocheckforsomefood.

Maqwabewasbathingthekids

"JustgotacallfromuBhutirightnow,youaredoing

arightthing"

Inodthendishedoutmorefood.

"IhopeoneDayGodgivesyoumorewisdomanda

hearttoforgive,sothatyoucanforgiveuSisi"

"WherewasyourGodwhenyoursisterleftmeall

alonewithyoua16yearoldandyourbigbrother

whohadnothingwhatsoeverwherewasyourGod?

ShetookherLobolamoneyandleftyouguyswith

nothingbutababyboy!Whichmotherdoesthat?"

Shewipeshertears,ihaveaverysoftspotforher.

SheislikemyMother,ihatetoseehercrying.

"Comehere"

Ihuggedher

"Justbecauseyou'retallerthanme,youmusn't

thinkyou'reolderI'myourmotherThuthu"



Ilaughed

"Iknow,butyouaresuchababy!"

"Thuthuka!"

Shepunchedmeonmychest.

"Ouch!"

Shelaughs

"Letmebounce,I'llseeyouinthemorning.Sendmy

Goodnightkissestomycutelittlecousinsthere"

"Iwill"

"Alrightcomeandlock"

Iwentout,ifoundthesetwowatchingamovie.

"Here'sfood"

Iplacethefoodonmysmalltable.

"Sowhat'shappeningwithyouandthatGirl?"

Mandlaaskwithaspoononhismouth.

Iknewthatthere'snowayinhellhewouldn'task

aboutLuncumo.



"She'smyfriend"

Isayafterswallowingthcontentoffoodthatwasin

mymouth.

"Justafriend?"

Shakaasks

"YesShakajustafriend"

Myphonebeepsit'samessagefromLuncumo.

"Finallyfixedthingswithmyboyfriend,thanksfor

tellingmetolistentohim.Iwasmadfornoreason,

itoldhimaboutyoutoo"

Ilaughtypicalwomen

"It'sagenetictypecreatedforwomen,ihopehe

understandsnow.Womenarecrazy,theycanget

madjustbecauseaguydidn'tcallfor2seconds.

Justtellhim,shouldheplaywithyouhe'sdead"

Ireplytohertext.

"What'sfunny?"

Shakaasks



"MindyourowndamnBusinessShaka!"

Myphoneringsit'sher

"Pleasetellmewhatyoujustsaidyouwilldoit"

ShebombersmeevenbeforeIanswer

"Whatthingnow?"

"Thatyou'llkillMusa!"

"Who'sMusanow?"

"MyboyfriendDuh!!"

Sheexclaims,ilaugh

"Ohyoudidn'ttellmehisnamemos.Sowhatabout

him?"

"ArghwhyareyouSoslow?Imeanifhebreaksmy

heartyou'llkillhimright?"

"Mostdef,he'sdead"

Shescreamsandlaughs

"Argh,youareupgradedtobigbrothernow"

"AhhI'mdelighted"



Shelaughs

"DidyouarriveatEmnambithithough?"

"Yes,justgothome.I'mwithBonnieandClyde"

Shelaughed.

MusaandShakafrownedatme

"I'mjokingI'mwithmyhomiesrealniggahs"

"Mhhokayletmesleepit'slate"

"DonewiththeAssignment?"

"No,I'llfinishittomorrowthough"

"OhhAlrightGoodnightthen"

"GoodnightbigBro"

Ilaughed

"Bye!"

Idroppedthecall,andthesetwowerelookingatme

withcrookedfaces

"Iknowyouhatethetruth,orhateitwhenI'mright.

RightnowIknowI'mrightandyoucandenyitas

muchasyouwantbutyouknowthetruth.YouLove



thisGirl,youareinlovewithher,butthebumperis

thatshehasaboyfriendandyousettledforthenext

betterpositionwhichis"friend"justtobecloseto

her.IknowyouZulu,we'vebeenfriendsforyears,

sincechildhoodsoIknowYou!"

Mandlasaidandsippedonhisbeer

"ForthefirsttimeinmylifeMandlaIhavetoagree

withyou.Youareright,ZuluisinlovewiththeGirl

buthidesbehindthe"friendship"card,butman

that'sthetruthandyouknowittoo"

ShakaagreedwithMandlaIshookmyhead.

"Whatevermakesyouguyssleepatnightit'sall

whatevertome"

Isaydrinkingmybeer,Luncumoisjustafriendor

shouldISay,mylittlesisternow?Yeahshe'sjust

thatandnothingmoretheyshouldgetthatontheir

thickskull!

TWENTYTHREE

.

SAMKELISIWE"MAZULU"KHANYILE



.

It'sdayslikethesewhenImissmyfamily,whenI

missmybrother,sisterandSon.

IfIcouldturnbackthetimeandchangethe

mistakesI'vemadeyearsagoIwouldn'tbe

sufferinginmysoullikethis.

NowmySonsdon'tevenknowmyfamilythey've

nevermetthemjustbecauseofthemistakesI've

made.

IlookatmySon'spictureagain,iamsurehe'sa

grownupmannow.Mysweetbabyboy,ifididn'tlie

toMusa'sfatherhewouldbestayingherewithus

butIliedandtoldhimIdidn'thaveanychild,that

wasthefirstmistakeImade.

AllIwantedwastogetmarriedtoawealthyMan,

KhanyilewasthatmanformebutIdidn'thavetolie

aboutmySon.

IwasverygreedythatIleftwiththeLobolaMoney

andleftthemwithnothing.

ForyearsIdon'tknowwhatthey'vebeeneating,or



iftheyarestillalive.

Wewereleavinginhunger,wewerepoor.Mybig

brotherhadnothinghewasjustadrunkard,andmy

littlesisterwasonly16yearsold.Ihadtoleavemy

4yearsoldsonwiththem,iwasblindedbymoney

thatIeasilyforgotaboutthem.Iamsuretheyhate

mewherevertheyare,iamscaredtogobackand

lookforthem.IamscaredtotellKhanyileaboutthis,

becauseIliedandtoldhimIdon'thaveachild.In

theireyesKungomusaismyfirstborn,idon'tknow

howlongiwillkeepthissecretbecauseit'seating

meup.

I'msuremylittlesisterraisedThuthukaashers,

suchabigresponsibilityfora16yearold.Iknow

mybigbrotherwasadrunkardI'msuremysister

andSonsufferedallbecauseofmygreedandmy

selfishness.

ThedooropensNqabawalksinwithJuniorbehind

him.

IclosetheAlbumthathadmyfamily'spictures.

"Andthen?ThetwoofYoudon'tknowhowtoknock



now?"

"SorryMaZuluit'sNqaba"

Juniormakeshiswayandseatnexttome.

"It'saSundayMama,ain'tyousupposedtobein

Church?"

Nqabaasksopeningthecurtains

"I'mfeelingalittlebitundertheweather"

Henods

"Musatoldusthatyouweren'tyourselfyesterday.

WecametocheckuponyouSinceNgwaneisaway

onbusiness"

Juniorsaylookingatmeintheeye

"IamfeelingalittlebitundertheweatherQophelo.

IsthatallyoucameFor?"

"Yes,I'mcravingforyourmuffinsandcake.Canwe

goandbake?"

"Yougodownstairsandtakeoutalltheingredients

I'llbethereinanymoment"



Theynodandleftmealoneintheroom.

ItooktheAlbumandhidit,irinsedmyfacethen

walkeddownstairs.

They'vealreadyplacedtheingredientsontopofthe

kitchencounter.

"Nicelet'sstartbaking"

"Dowehaveto?"

NqabaasksFrowning

"WhowantstheMuffins?"

Herollhiseyes,juniorlaughsathim.

"Ohy'allarebakingwithoutme?"

Musaaskassoonashegotinsidethekitchen.

"WewerenotGoingtowaitforyou,yourhighness"

Juniorsaidsarcastically,welaughed

"Yeahwhatever"

TheywerehelpingmewiththemixingAndbuttering

thepans

"MaZuluhowcomewe'venevermetyourFamily?"



Musaaskswhilewhiskingtheflour.

Thatquestioncaughtmeoffguard,ihadno

answersforhim.

I'msurehe'saskingabouttheAlbum,heasked

aboutitlastnightandnowhe'saskingaboutit

again.

"Theyarenotgoodpeople"

"Meaning?"

"Theyarejustnotgoodpeople,theyaregreedyand

selfishpeople.Idon'tliketalkingaboutthem"

Theynod

"Whatifwewanttomeetthem?Imeanpeople

dersevesecondchancesandYouMamayou've

beenpreachingaboutthat.Youalwayspreach

aboutforgiveness,whattypeofaChristianareyou?

Ain'tyousupposedtobedoingwhat'sgood?Iam

surewhateveryourfamilydidtoyoutheycanbe

forgiven.Whatifwemeetourcousinsandsleep

withthem,orfallinlovewiththem?Thisisavery

smallworldmamaandlifeistooshorttohold



Grudges"

NqabaandJunioragreewithMusa'sstatement.

HowdoItellthemI'mtheonewhohavewronged

myfamilyandIdon'tknowwhethertheywouldever

forgivemeiftheyarestillalive.

"Oneday,maybeoneday.Let'sjustcontinueon

baking"

"Aretheystillalive?"

Juniorask

"Idon'tknow,eversinceIgotmarriedI'venever

seenthem.TheDayIgotmarriedtoyourFather,

thatwasthelastdayIsawthem.SoIdon'tknow

whethertheyarealiveornot"

"Haveyoutriedlookingforthemonsocialmedia

platforms?I'msureeveryonehasFacebookor

Instagramyouareboundtofindthemthere"

Thuthukaisnoteveryone,isearchedforhim

everywherebutIcouldn'tfindhim.Mysister'slast

seenonFacebookwasyearsback,mybigbrother

wasn'tonanysocialmediatoo.IfIcouldcheckina



TavernI'msureIcouldfindhim.

"NoIhaveneversearchedthemonanysocial

mediaplatforms"

"Don'tyoufeelanyguiltaboutthat?"

Nqabaasks

Idon'thaveanAnswerforthatquestion.Guilthas

beeneatingmeovertheyearsbutIdon'tthinkI

havetheconsciousthough.

"Ido"

Henods,noquestionsfollowit'ssilence.

"Excuseme,I'llbeback"

Iwalkedupstairstomyroomandlockedthedoor.

TearsstreameddownmyfaceandIcouldn'tcontrol

mysobs.

MyheartwasbreakingformySonThuthukai

wonderwhichworldhe'sin,whetherhe'sclothed,

shelteredorhasheeatenIdon'tknow.

"OhLordpleaseforgiveme,there'snodaythatI

don'tcrytoyou.LordpleaseforgivemeforIhave



sinnedandLordpleaseforgivemeforabandoning

myfamilywhentheyneededmethemost,for

leavingmySoninhunger.PleaseforgivemeLord."

Icouldn'tcontrolmysobs,myheartfeltheavy.

Iscreamedontopofmylungs,withtearsrunning

downmyrosecheeks.

"Mama"

There'saloudbangingonthedoor.

Iplacedmyhandonmymouththenmuffledmy

cries.

"MamaopenthedoororwewillbreakIt!"

Iopenedthedoor,theyhuggedmethemomentthey

gotinsidethehouse.

"WeareSosorryMaZuluforopeningupoldwounds,

wedidn'tmeantohurtyou.Wecareaboutyou

Mama,ifthisthingwithyourfamilyismakingyou

emotionalwewilldropit,wedon'tcareaboutthem

butwecareaboutyou.Wearereallysorrymama"

Musasayswhilebrushingmyback.



"IcalledDad,heisonhiswayback"

"Youdidn'thavetoNqabaI'llbefine,yourDadwill

makeafussyouknowhim"

"Hewasactuallycomingbacktomorrowsohetook

aflighttodayinsteadoftomorrow"

Ismiled

"Iwillbefine"

"Wearesorry"

"Alrightthenlet'sgobacktobaking,butone

promisewewilltalkaboutsomethingelse."

"Wepromise"

IwenttotheBathroomandwashedmyface,whenI

walkedbacktheywerestillhere.

"Let'sgo"

WewalkeddownstairswithNqabachangingthe

moodwithhissillyjokes.

ButIknowoneThingMusaisstubbornhewillask

hisFatheraboutthis,andtheywillneedanswers,

answersthatIamnotreadytodishout.



.

.

LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

Durbanwasgreat,eventhoughIdidn'ttourmuch.I

amdefinitelygoingbacktherewithMusaormy

siblingsplusmyfriendsandwewillmakesurewe

paintthecityred.

Justgothome,iaskedMerytobringSikelelwaI

couldn'tpassthere.Iamtirediworkedallnighton

myAssignmentIcouldn'tsleepafterthecalls.

Migcobowascooking,hisFriendleftearlyinthe

morning.

"SosishowwasDurban?"

"Boring,butImetsomeone"

"DurbanBoring?"

"Itwasallwork,workandwork.Couldn'tevenweara

bikiniandgotothebeach,couldn'ttourbutthe

workwasdoneperfectlythecompanypresentation

wasonpoint"



"OhIsee,soyoumetsomeone?ShouldBra'Musa

beworried?"

Ilaughed

"HellNo,ThuthukaandIarejustfriendsnothing

much.Idon'tseehimthatway,iloveKungomusa

somuch"

"Isee,letmecheckonmypots.WhenisSikie

comingback?"

"She'sonherway,Meryisdrivingher"

"Ohalright"

"LetmegotakeashowersothatIcanbefresh."

"OkaySis"

Iwalkedtomyroom,asIwasabouttogointhe

Bathroommyphonerang.It'sThuthuka.

"MissJohannesburgdidyouarrivehomesafely?"

"MrDurbanhey,YesIarrivedwasabouttotakea

shower."

"Isee,I'mgladyouhome.I'llbeinJohannesburg

Tomorrow"



"Omgreally?"

"Yeah,familystuff.ButI'mnotreadyforit"

Isatonthebed

"WannatalkaboutIt?"

"Nah,nottodaymaybetomorrowwhenI'mthere"

"Okay,I'llbeatschooltomorrowbutyoucancall

andwecantalk"

"Alrightlilsisletmegetsomerest.I'llseeyou

tomorrow"

"Youdon'tsoundyourusualself,youwillbefine.

Can'twaittoseeyoutomorrow"

"Metoo,byelittlesister"

"ByeBigBrother"

Hedroppedthecall,iwonderwhat'sbotheringhim.

Ijusthopehegetsoverwhateverthatheisdealing

with,imissthefunnyandcockyThuthuka.

Ihavefoundabrotherinhim,andabestfriendso

hebetterbefine.



.

TWENTYFOUR

.

THUTHUKAZULU

.

We'vejustcheckedinataHotel.

I'mwithmyUncleandAunt,myaunt'schildrenare

leftwiththeirfathermyaunt'shusband.

"Areyouready?"

Maqwabeasks

"Idon'tknow,there'ssomeoneIwanttomeetfirst.

Canwegotherelater?"

"Yeahwecangotherelaternoproblem,ican

accompanyyoutomeetthepersonyouare

meeting"

"NoBabaI'mfine,I'mfamiliarwiththisplace,plus

wehavearentedcarI'lldrivetowheresheis"

"Ohit'saShe?"



"ByeBab'omdala"

Itooktherentedcarkeysthenleftthemlaughingat

me.

IcalledLuncumoIhopeshe'snotinclass.

"Bigbrohey"

"Lolsis,I'monmywaytoWits,areyoudonewith

yourclasses?Icanwaitifyounotdone"

"It'sonlyoneclass,icanseeyouplusI'mhungry"

"AlrightI'monmyway"

.

Icalledher,iparkedrightinfrontofthemaingate.

"Youherealready?"

"Yes,I'mparkedinfrontofthemaingate"

"AlrightI'mcoming"

Idroppedthecall.

Iamnervousaboutthisplace,spendingalittletime

withLuncumocaneasethenerves,idon'twantto

thinkaboutwhatwilltranspiretonight.



IsawhercomingoutoftheGatewearingafloral

dress.

Igotoutofthecar,thenstoodnexttothe

passenger'sdoor.

"HeyBro"

Shehuggedme.

"Littlesis,howareyou?"

"I'mgood,youlookhandsomeasalways"

Ilaughed

"Thankyou,didn'tyousayyouhungry?"

"Thisisthepartwhereyousay,youlookbeautiful

too"

Shefoldedherarms

"YoulookbeautifulNcums"

Shesmiledandshookherhead.

"Youaresofullofyourself,I'mnever.Readmylips

Nevercomplementingyouagain"

Ilaughed



"Iamsorry,thoughtyouwerehungry"

"Let'sgottoFerguson'sinFourways"

Idon'tevenknowwherethatplaceis

"OkaypleasepunchitonmyGPSIdon'tknowthe

place"

Igavehermyphone

"Youdon'thavepassword?"

"WhywouldIhaveapassword?I'mnothiding

anythingandthere'snoonewhotouchesmyphone

withoutmypermission"

"OhIsee"

Inoddedthenkeptondriving

"CanIplaymymusic?"

"Yeahsure,feelfree"

Sheconnectedherphoneandplayedmusicsoftly.

"Howlongisyourstayhere?"

"Idon'tknowitwilldepend,wecanleavetomorrow

oradayaftertomorrow"



Shenodded

"Iwantyoutomeetmyboyfriendandmyfriends

too"

"Areyoutryingtohookmeupwithyourfriends?"

Shelaughed

"Isthatabadthing?"

"Idon'tneedanygirlfriendatthemomentI'mGood"

"Areyougay?"

IlookedatherwithMyeyebrowsraised

"Okayyounotgay.Okaysowhataboutmy

boyfriend?"

"Whatabouthim?"

"Areyouwillingtomeetupwithhim?"

"Yeah,wecanmeettomorrowIdon'tmind"

"CoolI'llcheckupwithhim,thencallyou"

Inodded..

"Isthistheplace?"



"Yes,youcanfindaspacetoparkI'llgetusatable"

"YeahI'lldothat"

Shegotoutofthecar,ifoundaparkingspaceand

parkedthecar.Itookmyphoneandwalletthen

walkedInside.

Shewavedafar,iwalkedtoher.

"ReadytoordercozI'mhungry"

Ilaughed

"YeahIamready"

Awaitresscametous,weorderedfood.Iaskedfor

beerLuncumoaskedforOrangejuice.

"SowhatbringsyoutoJohannesburg?"

"Tolookformymother"

ItookasipfrommyBeer.

"Meaning?"

"SheleftmewhenIwas4yearsold,withherbig

brotherandlittlesisterwhowas16yearsoldthat

time."



"wow!Butwhyareyoulookingforher?Ifshedidn't

lookforyoualltheseyearsitmeansthatshe

doesn'tcareaboutyou."

"Youright,butIhavetofindher.IlosteverythingI

hadbecausetheancestorsareangryather.Idon't

knowwhytheyarepunishingmeinsteadofher"

"Whatdoyoumeanyoulosteverything?"

"ItoldyouIamalawyerright?.IhadmyownLaw

FirminCapeTown.Itcollapsedovernight,icouldn't

understandhowabigbuildingwouldcollapseand

othersmallbuildingsarestillstanding.Italkedto

myUnclewhoislikemyfather,hetoldmeIshould

gotoKZNandconsultwiththeancestors.Iwas

toldnothingwillgoaccordinglyinmylifeifmy

motherdoesn'tacknowledgehermistakesanddoes

rightbyme"

Shenodded,shewasnowdown

"Iamsorry"

"It'sokay,let'seat"

"Ihopeshedoeswhatneedstobedone.Iwantto



seeyouincourts,andIwantyourlawfirmtobethis

sidesothatIknowIhavemypersonallawyer"

"IamthebaddestLawyerandIcomeoffvery

expensive"

"Youtellingmethatbecause?"

Ilaughed

"Iamnotfree"

"Tellsomeonewhoneedstohearthat,cozIdon't"

Iraisedmyhandsinsurrender,shelaughed.

.

.

SAMKELISIWE"MAZULU"KHANYILE

.

"SthandwaSamhowarefeelingnow?"

Ilookedathim,sincehearrivedhehasbeenasking

thisquestion.

"IamfineKhanyile"

Henods



"TheBoysarecomingoverfordinnertonight".

"AlrightIwillcook"

"Musatoldmethatyounotfeelingokaybecauseof

yourfamily.MaZuluImarriedyoubecauseIloved

you,andstillverymuchinlovewithyou.Sincewe

gotmarriedyouneverlookedbackandInever

askedyou,youtoldmehowbadlyyouwantedto

movefromthattoxicfamilyofyours.Ifyouare

willingtoforgivethemandmovepasstheir

mistakesIwillsupportyou.Youarenotwrongfor

missingthemandwantingtofixthingswiththem,

whatevertheydidtoyouIamsureyouhealedand

forgotaboutit.Soifyouwanttoseeyourfamily

again,icanaccompanyyoutomeetthem"

Icouldn'tholdmytears,howdoyoutellyour

significantother,thatyouliedtohim.Thatyoulied

yourselfthroughoutthismarriage,howdoItellhim

I'mtheonewhowrongedmyfamilyanddeprived

mysonamother'slove?

"I'llgiveyousomefewdaystothinkaboutthis,you

needtoforgiveandforget.I'llcallthechefto



prepareaDinnerforus"

Inodded

"ThankyousomuchKhanyile"

"IloveyouMaZulu"

"IloveyoutooNgwane"

Hekissedme

"NowReststhandwaSam"

.

Iamfeelingmuchbetternow,iamdressedupfor

Dinner.

"Youlookbeautiful"

IturnandseeNqabastandingbehindme.

"ThankyouBaby."

"Howareyoufeelingnow?"

"Muchbetter,andyourfatherishere.Hemadesure

thatIamfine"



"Icanseeyouareevenglowing.Areyouguysstill

havingSex?"

"Nqaba!!"

Ithrewalipstickathim,helaughedandwalkedout

oftheroom.

"Youguysaretoooldforthat"

Heshouted

Ilaughed.

Iwalkeddownstairs,mysonswereallherewith

theirfather.

"GoodEvening,SmellsNice"

"GoodEveningmama".

Isatnexttomyhusband.

"Howareyou?"

MusaandJunioraskedatthesametime.

"Iamfine,youdon'thavetoworry"

Theynodded

"Sowhat'sforDinner?"



"It'sbuffet"

"Really?"

Ngwanenodded

"Everythingisforyou,youdeserveitandmore.I

justwantustoeatbemerry.It'sbeenalongtime

havingallmyfamilywithmehavingDinner.These

boysarebusywithgirlstheydon'thavetimefor

theirparents"

"It'snotlikethatDad,andIt'sMenKhanyile.Weare

busywithworknottheotherthings,wearebusy

buildinganempire"

MusasaidwithconfidenceIsmiled

"ThankyouforeducatingKhanyiletherebrother"

JuniorisalwayssupportingMusa.

"Yeahwhatever"

Welaughed.

TheDoorBellrang

"Areweexpectinganyvisitors?"



Iasked,maybeit'soneoftheirsurprise

"No,it'sonlyusafamily.Boysdidyouinvite

anyone?".

Theyshooktheirhead

"Letmegoandcheck"

Ngwanestoodupandwenttothedoor.

.

.
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Khanyileopenedthedoor,therewerethreepeople

athisdoorstep.

"GoodEveninghowcanIhelpyou?"

"Canwegetinside?"



Bhekiasked

"Uh,sorrywherearemymanners.Pleasecomein"

HelookedatthewomanwhoiswithtwoMen,she

resembleshiswifesomuchandtheolderMan

seemsfamiliartohimbuthecan'tdecipherwhere

hehasseenhim.

Theywalkedtowhereeveryonewasseated,they

keptonstandingbutlookedatMaZulu.

MaZuluwasshockedtoseeherfamily.

HerSon,wholookedsomuchlikehisFather.

"Bhuti"

Tearsfelldownhercheeks,shestoodupand

walkedtowhereherfamilywasstanding.

Herlegswerewobblyandshaking,shedidn'tknow

whattodowithherself.Whethertohugthemor

apologisetohersonfirst.HerSonthatissotalland

grown,shewasalsoshockedtoseethemlooking

thisgoodandpolishedwithexpensiveclothing.

"SamkelisiweSisi"



Thandekawasalsocrying,thinkingaboutthepain

ofdroppingoutofschooltoraisehersister'schild.

Thesufferingstheywentthroughwhentheirsister

leftandneverlookedback.

"IamSorry"

MaZulusaidthatlookingataNeutralThuthuka,

whowantedanswersonwhyshelefthimthereon

whysheneverlookedbacknorcalledtocheckup

onthem,Shewaslivingthelife,withhernewfamily.

3sonsandahusband,hewasmadthatshewas

abletoraise3sonsandcouldn'traisehim.

"IamreallySorryBhuti"

Shelookedathergoodandbetterlookingbrother

wholooksnothingthantowhatsheleftyearsback.

Bhekizithawasmadtoseehissisterlivingthesoft

lifeandneverlookedbacktoseehowtheyare

doing,thathehadtodounlawfulthings,dangerous

thingsjusttomakesuretheyhavefoodinthetable,

andsadthathehadtoputThuthukaintheGangtoo

becausehewasgettingolder.

"Canweallseatdown?"



Khanyilesuggested,theyallwalkedtothelounge

andsatdown.

"IamMaZulu'shusbandandthisisKungomusaour

firstborn,QopheloourSecondbornand

NqabayomziourLastborn.

"IamBhekizithaZuluandthisismySister

ThandekaZuluandmysonThuthukaZulu"

HesaidlookingatMaZulu.

"It'snicetomeetyou,canIaskwhat'syourrelation

withmywife?"

"Sheismysister"

Khanyilenodded

MaZuluwascryinguncontrollablythatherworst

nightmarecameearly.

Musacouldn'tseehismothercryingthatMuch,that

angeredhimalittlebit.Theycan'tjustcome

unannouncedandexpecthertobehappyafterall

thebadthingsthey'vedonetoher,evenifhedidn't

knowthethingstheyhavedonetoherbuthis

mother'smentalhealthisimportant.



"Iamsorryfatherpleaseforgiveme,butcanthese

peopleleave.Theycan'tjustcomehere

unannouncedafterwhattheydidtomother.When

sheisreadytofacethemsheknowwheretogo,

youknowmama'smentalhealth.Ithinkit'sbestif

theyleave!"

"Whatthingsdidwedotoyourmother?"

AnangryThuthukaaskedpolitely.

"YoumaynotknowwhatyourFatherdidtomy

mother,buttheywrongedher"Musasaidlookingat

Thuthukastraightintheeye.

Thuthukacouldn'tstandhismother'slie,howcould

shelieaftershehasdoneaveryunforgettableact

tothem,andtheinjusticeshemadetohim.

"Samkelisiwewhatdidyourfamilydotoyou?"

ThuthukaaskedMaZulu,shedidn'texpecthimto

callherbyhername.

"Youexpectmymothertoanswerwhilesheis

crying?Youhavenorespecteven,tocallanolder

personbyhername"



MusawasgettingpissedbyThuthuka,sowas

Thuthuka.

"Samkelisiwewhenyouarereadytoseeusitwillbe

lateformetofulfillmydreams.Ifyouareamother

youwillsetmefreeandgoapologisetothe

ancestors.Iwillneverforgiveyou,notnownotever.

Allyouhavetodo,istoappeasetheancestorsand

youwillcomebacktoyournormallife,wedon't

needyouinourlives."

ThattearedMaZuluup,herheartwasinpieces

hearinghersonsayingallthosewords.

BhekikeptquiethewantedThuthukatosay

whateverthatisinhisheart,howhefeelsabout

MaZulu.

"Thuthuka"

That'swhatMaZuluwasabletosay

"YouknowSamkelisiwewewaited,wewaitedtosee

youwalkinourhomestead.Wewaitedtillwe

couldn'tanymore,iwasyoung4yearsold.How

couldyouleavea4yearoldwithyourLittlesister?

A16yearoldforthatmatter?Didn'toccurtoyou



thatshehasdreamstoo?Tofinishschoolandbe

successful?Howcouldshefinishschoolwhenshe

hadtolookafteryourchild.Likeyouweren'tselfish

enoughyouleftwithyourLobolamoney,youdidn't

thinkaboutme?Whatarewegoingtoeat?The

hunger?Iforonehateyou!.IhateyouSamkelisiwe,

somuchthatevenwhenyouarementionedIget

pissed.Iamaskingyouonething,onlyonethenI

willleaveyoualone.IlosteverythingIhad,ilostmy

lawfirm,lostallmymoney,mycarsandmyhouse.

Theancestorsareangryatwhatyoudid,iwillnot

befreeifyoudon'tgoandapologizetothem.Ihave

acareerthatIlovesoMuch,butIcan'twork

becauseallmypathsareclosed.32yearsold,i

don'thavewhatbelongstome,itallvanished.

Pleasebringbackmylife,youowemethatMuch.

Westillstayingwhereyouleftus,youwillfindus.I

hopewewon'twaittillJesusChristcomes,iwon't

raisemyhopeshigh.Goodbye"

Hestoodup,BhekizithaandThandekastooduptoo.

"Iforgiveyousister,ihopeyouforgiveyourselftoo"

Thandekawipedhertears.



"AndyouBoy,learntoholdyourmouthnexttime.I'll

fuckyouupsobadthatyou'llneverbeableto

pronounceyourname,Iamnotyourmate!"

ThuthukasaidthatlookingatMusa.

HewalkedoutwithBhekizithaandThandeka

followinghim,hewasbeyondangry.

"CalmdownThuthuka"

Bhekicalmedhim.

"Iamdriving"

Thandekasuggested

ThuthukaandBhekisatatthebackseat.

TheKhanyile'swerestillshockedaboutwhatwas

revealedtoday.

"Mamadidyoureallyleavea4yearoldwithyour

youngersister?"

Nqabaasked

MaZulucouldn'tstopcrying,alltheguiltywas



eatingherupandtocomeintoarealisationthat

she'sthecauseofhersonlosingeverythingmade

herfeelworse,couldn'ttheancestorspunishher

sinceshehasdoneallthebadthings.

Shestoodupandrantoherroomandlockedit.

Khanyilewasdisappointedinhiswifethatallthese

yearsofthembeingmarriedsheliedtohim.

Hecouldn'tfathomthefactthathiswifehasason

beforemarriageandsheliedtohimandleftthe

childinthehandsofherbrotherandsisterwhohad

nothing.

Hecouldn'tforgetthefacefullofnothingbuthatred

forhiswife,Hecouldn'tforgetThuthuka'sfaceeven

ifhewantedto.Hiseyeshadnothingbuthatred,the

angerinhimwasevidentjusthearinghisvoiceand

thewayhespoke,hespatvenom.

Helookedathissonswhowereintheirzonetoo,

theywantedtoseetheirmother'sfamilybutnotin

thisway.

HecouldseethehurtinNqaba'sface,the

disappointmentinJuniorandMusa'sface.



Hehadnothingtosaytothembuthiswifedoes,

shehassomeexplainingtodo.

Shehastoexplainwhydidsheliealltheseyears,

couldn'tshewonderhowherfamilyIs?Howherson

was?IsshethewomanhefellInlovewith?The

womanthatisaGodfearingwoman,awomanof

faithandpower.

Wasshefakingalltheseyears?

Thosewerethequestionshehadbuthiswifewas

toanswerbutwhenIsshegoingtoanswerthem?

.

.

Let'sseeeachothertomorrow@10am

.

Canwepleaseputmorecomments,iwouldreally

lovethat.

Anqo.

TWENTYSIX
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"Iftherearetwolineshereitmeansshe'spregnant,

sameasthisonetoo.Iftherearetwolinesitmean

she'sHIVpositive"

Wenodded,iheldSikie'shandtight.

"Iamhereforyou,ipromise"

Iwhisperedintoherearshenodded.

Thenurseremovedthetestsinfrontofusand

placedthematafarcorner.

"BeingHIVPositiveisnottheendoftheworld,you

canlivethelifeandbehappy.1of10womandied

ofHIV.HIVusetokillbackintheolddayswhere

therewerenoARVsandpeoplehidingtheirstatus.

Youcanliveyourlife,onlyifyoueatyourtreatment.

Counsellingisavailableyouaretooyoung,don't

eventhinkofkillingyourselfifyoufindyourself

positive.IfyouareHIVnegativeyouwillhavetouse

Condoms,asIsaidyouareyoung.Youcan'tget

sickatthisage,youhavelifeanddreamstofulfill



andaccomplish.Chosewiselymydearie,youcan't

riskwithyourlife"

Shebroughttheteststous,Sikieheldmyhand

tightly.

"YouareHIVnegativeandyouarenotpregnant"

Iheavedabigsigh,ididn'tknowiwasholdingmy

breath.

"IwillgiveyouanInjectionfor3monthsitwill

preventyoufromgettingpregnant.Itdoesn'tmean

itwillpreventyoufromHIVandfromgettingSTIs

andSTDs.Usecondom,areweclear?"

"YesNurse"

Sikierepliedwithashakyvoice.

Shegotherinjectionandweleft.

"YhoIwasscaredwhenthatnursetalkedabout

havingHIV,isshesupposetosaythat?"

"Yeahshe'ssupposetosaythat."

ShenoddedIparkedwhereweweregettingour

food.



LaParadatheyservethebestpasta!

Wesatdown,andordered.

"SikienotbeingpregnantandnothavingHIV

doesn'tgiveyouarighttogoIntoDatingolderMan

again.Youaredoingyourfirstyear,thisis

Johannesburgwomengetraped,traffickedand

Killed.ThisisnotEasternCape,it'swaydifferent.

Peoplelivefastlifehere,yousnoozeyoulosethat's

theirline.Iwantyoutofocusonyourschoolwork

andboysyourage.Icandealwithyouhavinga

heartbreakfroma20yearoldboynotfroma30

yearoldman.IhopeIamclearSikelelwaorelseI'm

sendingyoubacktoEasternCapeandI'mnot

joking"

"YesSisi,iamsorry.Ifollowedfriend'sadviced,allI

needtodoistochangefriendsandfocusonmy

schoolwork.Iamreallysorrysisi"

"It'sokay,hopeyoulearntyourlesson"

Shenodded.

MyphonerangitwasMusa



"Babehey"

"HeyLovehowareYou?"

"I'mGoodandyou?"

"IamGoodtoo,aboutmeetingyourfriend.Ican't

meetupwithhim"

"Ohhhokay"

Iwassodisappointed,whatamIgoingtosayto

Thuthu?

"Youdon'tsoundgood!"

"IamfineMusa,justthatIwaslookingforwardto

thislunch"

"IamsorrysthandwaSam,it'smymom"

"What'swrongwithMaZulu?"

"Shehadamentalbreakdownlastnightsomething

happened"

"Iamsosorrytohearthat.Ihopeshewillbeokay!"

"YeahIhopesotoo,alrightI'llseeyoulater"

"OkayBabe,iloveyou"



"IloveyoutooNcumo"

Idroppedthecall,ihopehismothergetsbetter.

IcalledThuthuka,hedidn'tanswer.

Hecalled.

"Hey,youOkay?"

"Yes,iwassleeping.Didn'tgetmuchsleeplast

night"

"It'sokayIunderstand,myboyfriendisnotavailable

tomeetyou.CanIseeyoubeforeyouleave?"

"YeahIamabouttoleavenow,iamgoingto

showerthendrivetotheAirport"

"ShouldwemeetattheAirport?"

"Yes,ifyoudon'thaveaproblem"

"Notatall"

"Alrightseeyou"

"Alrightbye"

Sikielookedatmewithaquestioninglook.

"AskSikelelwa"



"Whoyouweretalkingwith?"

"Myfriend"

"HeisaMale?"

Inodshenodstoo.

"CanweaskforTakeaways?"

"Yeahwecan"

IaskedforTakeawaysalsoboughtforMigcobocoz

hewillbehomewhenwegethometoo.

.

Iparkedthenwewalkedout.

Icalledhimcozwedidn'tseehim.

"Heywhereareyou?"

"Attheentrancewhereareyou?"

"Walkingoutoftheparkingzone"

"Alrightyouwillseeme,I'mwithmyUncleand

Aunt"

"Alright"



Wearrivedatwherehewasindeedhewaswithan

oldermaleandfemale.

"Sanibonani"

"Sawubona"

"BabathisismyfriendLuncumo,Ncumsthisismy

Uncleandmyaunt"

"It'snicetomeetyouSirandyouMa"

Theynodded

"Likewisemychild"

Theunclerespondedandtheauntsmiled.

"OhthisismySisterSikelelwa"

Theygreetedhertoo.

IaskedforThuthuaside

"Youfinishedyourbusiness?"

"Yeah,allthatisleftisforhertogotoKZNanddo

therightthing.Ifshedoesn'tcomethenthere's

nothingwecando,wecan'tforceher.Iwillworkon

thefarm,andotherthingstofendmyself"



"IamSorryThuthu"

"It'sokay,thisislifeareality"

Ihuggedhim,hearmsweredowarmandtenderly.

"It'sgoingtobeOkay.Iloveyou"

Hisbodytightened

"Iloveyoubrother"

Herelaxedandletgoofme,helookedinmyeyes.

"Iloveyoutoosis,thankyou"

Inod

"Remembereverythingisgoingtobealright

Advocate"

Helaughedandnodded

Hisflightwascalled

"Goodbye"

"Bye,I'llcallyouassoonasIland"

Hehuggedmethenpulledout.

"GoodbyeNcums"



Iwavedmyhand,somethinginmyheartmoved

whenhewalkedawaytherewasapinchofpain.

"Hey,youOkay?"

Sikieaskedwithconcerninhervoice.

"Yeah,yeahI'mfine"

Shenods

"Let'sgoheleft"

"Yeahofcourse"

Iwalkedbacktotheparkingzone,mymindwas

workingovertime.

IdroveofftheAirport,mymindwasdefinitelynot

here.

"CanIaddmy2cents?"

"No,cozyour2centswillbeshitsono"

"Butitwillbethetruth"

"YhosaveyourtruthMartha!"

"Okay"

Sheraisedherhandsinsurrender.



DaddyG,what'shappening?ImeanI'mstillyour

daughterright?Yhopleaseopenthedoorof

JerusalemsothatIcouldenter,imeanIneedto

hidemyshame.Ican'tlovetwoMenatthesame

time.

Butthere'sthisthingaboutThuthuka,idon'tknow

whatitisbutwheneverI'mwithhimthere'sthis

senseofbelonging,protectionandwarmth.Icarea

lotabouthowfeels,ifeelssadwhenheissad,i

wanttoseehimhappyandnotsad.Ijustwant

what'sbestforhim,whenIsaidIlovehimImeantit.

Ididn'twanttoletgo,iwantedtostayinhisarms.

I'veneverfeltlikethisnotevenforKungomusa,i

thinkishouldplayfarawayfromThuthuka.Hecan't

justwaltzinmylifeandsweepmeoffmyfeetand

wecontinuewithlife.IhaveaboyfriendthatIlove

soMuch,speakingofthatoneletmecallandcheck

uponhim.

Itrings

"Babe"

"Heylove,how'syourmother?"



"She'sbetter,wearepackingforaTriptoKZN."

"OhforWhat?"

"There'ssomethingthatweneedtodo,iamsorry

thatIamtellingyounowbabe"

"It'sokayIunderstandsthandwasam,yourmother

comesfirstplusherhealthtoo.Dowhatneedstobe

doneokay?"

"Okay,thankyousomuchSthandwasam.Ican't

believeIdidn'tseeyouthispastweekendandI'm

leavingforKZNnow"

"Honeywe'vebeenseeingeachotheralmost

everydaysoit'sjustafewdaystheywon'thurt,we

haveourwholelivesofseeingeachother

everyday."

"Ilovethesoundofthat"

Ilaughed

"AndIloveyouMrman!"

Helaughed

"IloveyousomuchMrsme"



"Alrightcontinueonpackingsir,andhaveasafe

trip"

"Thankyousomuchbabe"

"OkayBye"

"Bye"

Idroppedthecall.I'vebeenseatingintheGarage

thisentiretime,Sikieisinsidethehousesheleftme

rightafterparkingthecar.

IwalkedInsidetheywereeatingtheirparcels,itook

mine.

"SisYoufine?"

Migcoboask,ilookatthisgossipernexttohim.

Sikelelwaisawitchshamesoze,she'sdefinitely

workingforSatan,oneofhisagentbloodychild!.

.

.

Let'snoforgettocommentgoodpeople.

Seey'all@8pm
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KZNZULUHOMESTEAD

.

Thuthukaissleepinginhisflat,withthoughtsof

whattranspiredinJohannesburg.Hismotherliving

thelife,seeingherflourishingandhappybrokehis

heartmore.ShewaslivingtheBestlifeshedidn't

evencareifhediedofhungerorcheckifheisstill

aliveandsurvivingthatbrokehisheartmorethan

anything.Seeinghowsheraised3grownupboys

madehimangry,thatshewasabletoraisethe

otherboysbutnothim.

Therewasaknockatthedoor.

"Whoisit?"

"Imina"

HeopenedthedoorforMaqwabetogetInside.

"Ma,iseverythingOkay?"

"CanIsit?"



"Yes"

ShesatdownandheldThuthuka'shand.

"Son,iknowyouareangryandIdon'tblameyou

onebit.Whatsisididtousisunforgettableand

unforgivablebutBhutiandIraisedyoutobea

betterman.We'venevertaughtyouhatred,that's

nothowweraisedyou.Iunderstandthatyouhate

her,buthateisaverybigwordThuthu.Iunderstand

thatyoumayneverhaveanyrelationshipwithher,

butcanyoupleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveher

andletgoofgrudges.It'snotherasking,wedon't

careaboutherbutIwantyoutosetherfreeinyour

heartsothatyoucanbefreeOkay?"

ThuthukahuggedMaqwabewithtearsinhiseyes.

Sheistheonlywomanthathasseenhimcryingand

gettingvulnerableinfrontof..

"IthurtsMa,anditpainsmethatshewastherefor

allthoseboysbutcouldn'traisemethat'swhat

angersmethemost.Idon'tthinkI'lleverhaveany

relationshipwithher"

"It'sokaymysonaslongasyouforgiveherthat's



all,it'sallpartofthehealingprocess.Yourpaths

maycrossagainandwhentheycrosspeaceis

whatyouwillhave.NothatredunderstoodmySon?"

Thuthukanodded.

"YouaremySonandYouwillforeverbe.Iloveyou

Thuthuwami"

"IloveyoutoomfazikaQwabe"

ShelaughedandlookedatThuthuka.

OutsidetheZuluHomesteadparkedtwoSUVs,

MaZuluwasn'tsureifshe'sintherighthousebut

that'swheretheirhomewas,butnowitwasbigand

beautiful.Themostbeautifulhomeastedinthe

entireVillage,therewere5carsparkedinsidethe

compoundtoo.

ShewalkedInsidewithherhusbandandkids,no

onesaidanythingtoeachotherevenonthewaytoo.

OnlytheRadiowasplaying,Khanyilewastheone

whotoldeveryonetopacktheirclothestheyare

goingtoKZN,hecouldn'tallowThuthukatosuffer

anymore.SomethinginhimtickedwhenThuthuka

mentionedhissufferings,heisafatherafterall.He



forcedhiswifetocometoKZN,shecan'tbecrying

athomewhereasshe'sthecauseofallofthis.

Bhekizithawalkedoutofthemainhousetosee

who'sinsidetheirhomestead.

Hewasshockedtoseehissisterandherhusband

plustheirkids.

"Samkelisiwe"

"Bhuti"

"Comeinside"

TheyfollowedBhekizithatotheHouse,theyall

settledinthelounge.

MaqwabewalkedIntooshewasalsoshocked.

"Sanibonani"

Shegreetedsoftly.

Shewalkedtothekitchenwherehefoundhis

brotherfixingDrinksfortheguests.

"Pleasetakeover"

"NoIammakingfoodforThuthu,hehasn'teaten



sinceyesterday"

"Okay"

MaqwabewarmedfoodforThuthuandusedthe

kitchendoortogetoutside.

ShewalkedtoThuthuka'sroom,hewasonaphone

call.Shesatdownandwaitedforhimtogetdone,

hefinishedhisphonecall.

"ReallyMa?"

Maqwabelaughed

"WasitthatgirlfromJohannesburgd?"

"YesitWasher,ihadtocutmyphonecallshortcoz

youarehere"

"IamsorryIbroughtyoufood,pleaseeat"

"Iamnothungry"

"DoIhavetoforceyou?"

HesighedandatethefoodwithMaqwabe

monitoringhim.

"Youloveher?"



"Who?"

"Johannesburggirl?"

"I'mdone"

Heraisedthecleanplate

"Andyouwerenothungry"

Helaughed

"Yourmotherishere"

Thuthukafrowned,buttherewasalittlebitofJoyin

hisheartthatshecame.

"Ohhokay"

"Yourest,it'slate.Ihavetomakesurethatthe

guestsarecomfortable"

"GladyouusedtheconceptGuests"

Maqwabeshookherheadandwalkedout.

WalkingbacktotheHouseBhekizithaandher

sister'shusbandwerenotIntheloungeitwasonly

thesonsandtheirmother.

"IthinkIneedsomeair"



Musasaidwalkingout

"Metoo"Juniorfollowedtoo.

"MamayiaskWhereisBhut'Thuthuka?"

NqabaaskedMaqwabe.

"Inhisflat,theflatontheleftwithBrowndoor"

Hestoodup

"Thankyou"

Hewalkedout.

"IamsorryThandeka"

MaZuluwasthefirstonetobreaktheice.

"WhySisi?"

MaZuluwipesthefallingtears

"Ifyoukeeponcryingwhenwillyoutalk?Iamtired

ofseeingyourtearsSisi,iwanttoknowwhy?"

"Idon'tknow,idon'thaveanyreasons.Iwasgreedy,

andselfishallIwantedwastotakemyselfoutof

thepovertyanddidn'tthinkaboutmyyouoruBhuti

notevenmyson."



Maqwabenodded

"AsI'vesaidIforgiveyou,butIwillneverforgetsisi"

MaZulunodded

"Iunderstand"

MusaandJuniorweredrivingofftogetsomeair,

thiswasnewtothemtheyweredisappointedin

theirmother.Forhertodosomethingthat'sbadto

herfamilywasverygruesomeofher,theycouldn't

evenlookatherintheeye.

NqabaknockedinThuthuka'sroom.

"Comein"

Nqabawalkedin,Thuthukawaslayingonhisback

heturnedhisheadandsawNqaba.Hesatup

straight.

"Sawubona"

AnervousNqabagreeted,hedidn'tknowwhathe

wasdoinghere.

"Yebo"

Thuthukadidn'tmakethingsanyeasierforhim,he



gavehimanintimidatinglook.Hecouldseehow

nervousNqabais.

"I'mNqabayomzi"

"Iknowyou"

Nqabanodded

"LookMan,ohI'msorry.Bhutiyouaremybig

brotherandthatwewon'tchange.WhatMaZuludid

toyouisveryunjustifiedandthere'snothingIcan

doaboutthatit'salluptoYouandher.Iamhurtby

whatshedidtoyou,butididn'tdoanything,you

can'tgetmadatme.Iloveyou,iknowiprobably

soundgayandcrazybutfamilytomeiseverything

henceiloveYou.Iwanttobuildbrotherhoodwith

you,iwantyoutobemybigbrother.Doallthe

thingsthatbigbrothersdoyouknow"

Hechucklednervously,ThuthukasmiledNqaba

remindedhimofShaka.

"Iwanttobuildabrotherhoodwithyoutoo,stop

beingnervous.Iknowyourtype,I'msureyou

blabberalltheshitintheworld"



Theybothlaughed.

"Pleaseafteryourceremonycanyouresidein

Johannesburg?"

"I'mplanningofbuildingafirmthere!Imadea

promisetosomeoneandIkeepmypromises".

"Isthatsomeoneagirl?"

"Whatmakesyouthinkit'sagirl?"

"Becauseamanwouldrelocatebecauseofa

woman.Shemustbeimportant"

"Thatsheisimportant"

Nqabalaughed

"Soyoustickingtoonegirl?"

"Idon'thaveanygirlfriend,shehasaboyfriend"

NqabalookedatThuthukaintheeye

"Andwiththelookthatyouhaveonyourface,you

willtakeherfromhim."

"Nahh"

Theybothlaughed



.
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"Andthen?"

"GuysIthinkI'mgoingcrazy,likemadguysyho"

Merylooksatmeweirdly,Lornaisconfused.

Itakeseatonthefloor.

"FirstlyyoubudgeInsidetheflatwithouteven

knockingwhatsoeverandnowyouareranting

abouthowmadandcrazyyouare,indeedyouare

crazy"

Irolledmyeyes,typicalMery.Oneofthemost

trusteddevil'sagent.

"Merycanyouatleastforthefirsttimeinyourlife

usetheLightBulbinyourhead,likelightIt?"

Shelooksatmeweirdlyandconfused

"I'minacrisishere,ineedmyfriendssoIwantyou

guystobehereformeanddon'tgivemethoseugly

looks,NoI'mnothereforthat".



Istoodupandwalkedtothefridgeitookoutawine,

idon'tcareaboutaglassrightnowit'stheleastof

myworries.

Iwalkbacktothem,thensatontheflooragain.

"Y'allIthinkIlovesomeoneelse"

"Whatdoyoumeansomeoneelse?"

Merynowisfinallyusinghersenses

"IthinkI'minlovewithsomeoneelse,notMusa"

"Yho!"

Lornssaythatandclapsherhand.

"Whoisthat?"

"TheguyIsentyouhispicture"

"I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyouthat,What'syour

storywiththatguy?Imeanhe'sincrediblyHot.Ishe

single?"

Itakeahugegulpofthewine,Ispoketoosoon.

Thisonecan'tusehersensesnotevenonce,but

she'smybestfriend,myrideordiesoIhavetobe

patientwithher.She'saspecialchildyenashame



soIunderstand.

"IlovehimMeryChristmas,ilovethatguy.ImeanI

can'tstopthinkingabouthim.ItoldmyselfthatI

shouldforgetabouthimandfocusonmyboyfriend

whichisMusabutheisonmymind,itoldmyselfI

won'ttakehiscallsguessWhat?Iansweredevery

call,amIcrazy?"

IthinkI'vecometothewrongplacehere,because

thesetwoarelookingmeasiftheydon't

understandme,it'sasifI'mspeakingsomeforeign

language.

"Howdidyoumeetthisguy?"

Lornafinallyasks

"InDurban,wemetinDurban.Hekindasavedmy

life.Wemetagainonthesecondday,weatelunch

togetherspentthedaytogether.Iknowit'sonlya

fewdayssinceI'vemethimbuthe'sallthatIthink

of,dreamabout.Icansensewhenhe'ssad,ican

feelhim.AllIwantisforhimtobehappy,ifeellike

hishappinessmatterstoo.Idon'tknowifI'm

makingsenseorwhat.WhatIfeelforThuthukais



waydifferentfromwhatIfeelforMusa."

Silence!!

YhohayiIregretcominghere.

"WhatdoestheGuyfeelaboutyou?"

"HewaskeenonmeetingMusa.Hetreatsmeasa

littlesister,heissingle."

"ThenIsayyoumustfocusonyourRelationship

withMusa,imeanwhatifhedoesn'tfeelthesame

wayyoufeelabouthim?You'llbetheidiot,let'sjust

sayit'sLustnotLove.YouLoveMusaandno-one

elsebuthim,imeanhe'sbeenyourcrushforhow

long?Andfinallyhavinghimasaboyfriendwasa

beautifulthing.Seeingyouhappywhenyouare

withhimorwhenyoutalkabouthim,don'tlosethat

forLust."

Merygrabbedthewinebottlefrommyhands,she

finallyUsedtheLightbulbinherhead.Whatshe

justsaidisnothingbutthetruth.

"Thankyouguys,ineededthat.Ifeelsoguiltyright

now."



"It'sokay,it'snotlikeyoukissedthisguyorslept

withhim.Unless"

"WhatnoMeryyouidiot,ididn'tsleepwithhimnor

kisshim."

Shelaughed,YhuufriendslikeMeryaretrashItell

you.

"Thenyoudon'thavetobeguiltyofsomethingyou

didn'tdo,whenwasthelasttimeyoutalkwewith

Musa?"

"Yesterday,he'sinKZNheleftyesterday"

"AndThuthuka?"

Lornaask

"HestayinKZNandhe'stherenow.Butthere'sa

hugePossibilitythathecancomeandstaythis

side"

"Thenyoudon'thavetoworry,wearehereforhim"

IlookedatMery,nothisisgettingserious.Meryis

notfineupstairs.

"Merymyfriend"



Isigh

"Nevermind,I'lltalktoManGupstairshewillfix

you"

Irestedmyheadonthefloor.

"IsthatAll?"

Lornaask,icanseeMeryisrubbingoffhertoo.

"Yeah.Whatareyouguyseatinghere?"

"Wecanorderpizzathere'snofood.Wearelazyto

cook."

TrustMerytosaythat,allthatshe'sgoodatis

makingbreakfasttherestshewillwaitforyouto

cook,ifeelsorryforLorns.

"Okayyoucanorderthen"

Lornatookoutherphoneandordered.

"How'svarsitybabe?"

Isigh

"Toomuchwork,butit'seasy.Ijustwishtobedone

withmystudiesthat'sall.Workingisnotthatgreat



too,theymakemeslavearoundjustbecauseI'man

intern.YhuuitsucksshamefriendIdon'tWanttolie,

ifeellikeIcouldgobacktobartendingandlistento

people'sproblemsandwatchpeoplegettingdrunk.

Thosewerethegoodtimesman"

Ilaughed

Lornaexcusedherself,herphonewasringing.

"Yeahthosewerethegoodtimes,wemissyouat

theclub.Maybeyoushouldvisitus,onweekends

sinceyoudon'thaveschoolandwork"

"Thatwouldbegreat,I'llbetherethisweekend.Tell

BraIkethatIneedtobeaBartenderforSaturday."

Welaughed

"Iwilltellhim,hewillbethrilled"

Inodded

"IthinkLornaisdating"

Merywhispered

"What?Datingwho?"

"Idon'tknow,butit'ssomeonethatweshouldn't



knowabout.Imeanwhenevershereceivescalls

fromthispersonshealwaysexcuseherselfandtalk

hoursoverthephone"

"Iamsointerestedrightnow,iwonder"

"ButIthinkwhensheisready,shewilltellus"

"Yeahshewill"

MyphonerangitwasMusa,ilookedatMery.

"Musaiscalling"

Shelaughed,ilookedatherconfused

"Answer!youusuallyansweryourphoneinfrontof

me,oryouwanttoexcuseyourselftoo?"

Ilaughed

"Ishoulddefinitelygetyouaboyfriend"

"GivemethisThuthukaguyandI'llbesetforlife"

Irolledmyeyesandansweredmyphone

"SthandwaSam"

"Babe,howareyou?"

"I'mgoodandyou?"



"I'mgoodtoo,imissyou"

"Imissyoutoobabe,How'sKZN?"

"It'sgoodanddraining.Butwecomingbackthis

weekendifthingsgoaccordingly"

"Ohthat'sgreatbabe,can'twaittoseeyou.How's

yourmothernow?"

"She'sfine,she'sgettingbetteratleast"

"I'mgladshe'sgettingbetter,waskindaworried

abouther"

"No,there'snoneedtobeworried.She'sfinenow."

"Ohokaythen"

"LookbabeI'llcallyoulater,iamdriving.Iwasjust

checkinguponyou"

"ThankyousomuchbabeI'llwaitforyourcalllater"

"Alright,iloveYouOkay?"

"IloveyoutooBabe"

"Surebye"

"Bye"



IdroppedthecallandlookedatMery.

"Therewassupposedtobeasmileonyourface,

aftertalkingtoyourman"

"Pizzaishere!"

Lornashoutedfromthebedroom.

ThankDaddyGodforlookingoutforMe,didn't

knowhowtoanswerMery.

"I'llgoandtakeit,shealreadypaidviacard?"

Merynods.

Iwalkout,andwenttothegatetofetchthepizza.

Iwalkedback.

"I'msofamishedlet'seat"

"I'llgograbtheplates"

Inodded.

Lornacamebackwithahugesmilefromherface.

Weateinsilence,noonewassayinganything.

"LornaAreyoudating?"



HaiboMeryChristmas,weagreedonhertellingus

herself.

Irolledmyeyes

"Mhm?"

IlookatLorna,shecan'tpretendtobedeaf

"Areyoudating?"

Iasklouder,incaseshe'sdeaf.

"UhmNoIamnot"

Whitelie

"Dowelooklikekidstoyou?OrmaybeIdiots?"

YeswenaMeryasizozidengethina!

"AreweclownstoyouLorna?"

Istoodupandgavemyfriendabigroundof

applause.

TheylookedatmeWeirdly.

"AnsweruMerylorna"

"OkayfineI'minaRelationshipwithNqaba"



"WhichNqaba?MybrotherinlawNqaba?"

Iaskshocked,Nqaba?Outofallmillionmeninthis

country.

"Yes,Nqaba.Yourboyfriend'sbrother"

"Okay"

Isaythencontinueoneatingmypizza.

"WereyoublindwhenyoudecidedondatingNqaba?

Imeanyeshe'shandsomebuthechangesladies

justlikealadychangingpanties"

Ichokedonmyfood,HaibouMeryguys!

"Hestoppedallthosestuff,he'sagrownmanright

now"

Inoddedanddrankthewine.

"AndpeopledochangeMery"

"Aleoparddoesn'tchangeitscolours"

"Meryisjustjealousthatshe'ssingledon'tmindher

babes"

IgaveMeryaneye,sheraisedherhands.



"Don'tsayIdidn'ttellyouheisaplayer,whenhe

cheatsonyou"

WhathasgottenintoMery?Onemomentshe'sa

specialChildthenextmomentshe'smissI'mnota

clown,misssavage.

Ishouldholda27daysfasting,sheneedsalotof

deliverance.

TWENTYEIGHT

.

KZNZULUHOMESTEAD

.

"Iamsorry"

MusasaidlookingatThuthukaStraightintheeye.

"It'sokay,it'sallwaterunderthebridge"

"ImeanitMan,LookifIknewwhathappenedback

inthepastIwouldn'thavereactedimpulsively.Iam

sureyouwould'vereactedthesamewayifyour

motherliedandtoldyouthatherfamilyhavedone

herwrongandYouarelookingatthefamily,and



she'scryinghereyesout.IamreallysorryBro,I

havenobadbloodagainstyou,eventhoughtit

hurtstoknowthatI'mnotthebigbrotheranymoreI

enjoyedbullyingthesetwo!"

Theyalllaughed

"It'sokayLittleBrotherIunderstandandyesi

would'vedonethatandmore.Henceiamsayingit's

allwaterunderthebridge,iwon'tApologizethough

coziwasstraighteningyouLittlebrotherthat'snot

howyoutalktoyourbigbrother"

"Nowyouareabusingyourpower!"

"AmInot5yearsolderthanyou?"

Musarolledhiseyes.

"Onemorething,ibeatupsmallboysandmake

suretheylivetotellthetalesobecarefulnexttime!"

"ThatInoticed"

Juniorsaidandtheyalllaughed.

KhanyileandBhekizithawereseatednexttothe

kraalwatchingtheboyslaughingandtalking.It

broughtthemJoythatthesiblingsgetalongand



there'snobadbloodbetweenthem.

Theceremonywillbetomorrowthetraditional

healerwillbearrivingatlateron.Thuthukahave

beenavoidingMaZulusinceshearrivedyesterday.

"DoyouthinkThuthukawillevergiveMaZulua

chanceagain?Imeaneveryonedeserveasecond

chance"

Khanyilesaidlookingattheboys.

"Idon'tknowsbali,butonethingisthatThuthuka

waited,whenhegottiredofwaitinghestarted

gettingangrynotatusbutatSamkelisiwe.His

angerisverymuchjustified,soapossibilityof

motherandSonrelationshipIdon'tseeitcoming

anytimesoonbuteventuallytheremaybea

Relationshipbetweenthetwothoughbutnotnow"

KhanyilenoddedatBhekizitha'sstatement.

"IfIMayaskwhereishisfather?"

"HepassedawaywhenSamkelisiwewasstill

pregnantandhisFamilydidn'twanttoassociate

themselveswithus,sofor4yearsbefore



SamkelisiweleftweraisedThuthukawith

difficulties.Itwasonlyushermaternalsideonly,

thepaternalsideleftyearsbackfromthisvillage.

Thuthukaisaphotocopyofhisfather,helooks

exactlylikehim"

Khanyilenodded

"HowwereyouabletobeinthislevelofLife?I

meanyouaretherichestpeopleinthisvillage.As

youallsaid,MaZululeftwithallthemoneyandYou

hadnothing"

Bhekizithachuckled

"WestruggledBafo,whenwerealisedthat

SamkelisiweleftuswithThuthukathingsgotworse.

Thandekawasonly16years,butshewasamother.

IwasadrunkardbutIhadtochangesinceIwas

nowafather.Ihustled,veryhardtomakesure

there'sfoodontopoftheTable.Hereishowmy

hustlecameabout,ihavefarms,businessesnow.

Godlooksoutforhispeople,hewillneverleave

themnorforsakethem."

Khanyilenoddedonceagain



"Idon'tmeantoimpose,butIwouldliketogive

ThuthukaastartupamounttorebuildhisLawFirm.

HecanresideinJohannesburgtherearealot

opportunitiesandpeoplewhoneedsstronglawyers

there.Hecanbesuccessful,isearchedhimonline

he'squiteabeastincourt"

Theybothlaughed

"Hehasthestartupamount,hewaswaitingforhis

mothertomaketheceremonybeforehestart

rebuildinghisFirm.HewantedtogobacktoCape

Townthat'swherehislifeisat,butthere'sthisgirl

inJohannesburgthathelovesoheismovingthere,

eventhoughhewon'tsayit'sbecauseofthegirl

thathismovingthatsideIknowThuthuka,heLoves

thatgirlandhewantstoseehereverydayifthat's

possible"

Theybothlaughed

"Iamgladhesawagirlthere,imeanwewillbe

havinghiminJohannesburg."

"YouLikehim?"

Bhekizithacouldseethatthismannexttohim



wantedThuthukaashispartofthefamily,but

wouldThuthukawantThat?

"YesIdolikehim,oneheismywife'sfirstson.Two

heremindsmealotofmyyoungerself,thefirein

hiseyes.Iwanthimtobepartofourfamily,but

onlyifheallowsustobe.Iwon'tforcehim,iwant

himtotakehistimeandadjust."

"YeahIagreeonthepartthathemusttakehistime.

Relationshipisnotforced,Lookathowtheyare

laughing.There'saconnectionbetweenthefourof

themandthebondisreal."

Theybothnoddedlookingatthem,thatmade

Khanyilefeelatease.HewasworriedaboutMusa

andThuthukabuttheyseemtohavegottenover

whathappened.

ShakaandMandlaparkedoutsidethehouse,there

werewomanaroundthecompoundwhowerebusy

goingupanddown.

TheysawThuthukaseatedwith3Men.

"HeitaGents"



MandlaandShakagreetedandhandshakedwithall

ofthem.

Theydidn'tknowwhyThuthukacalledthemhere,

theythoughtMaybetheyhaveaheisttoplan.

"Madodathesearemybrothers,Kungomusa,

QopheloandNqabayomziandbrothersmeetmy

twomainmenMandlaandShaka"

Theynoddedacknowledgingeachother.

"PleasegivemeafewminutesIhavetohavea

wordwiththem"

ThuthukastoodupandwalkedtohisFlatwith

MandlaandShakafollowinghim.

"Youfoundyourmother?"

That'sthefirstthingShakaaskassoonastheyare

inThuthuka'sflat.

Thuthuka,MandlaandShakawerebestfriends,they

grewuptogethertheyknoweachother'ssecretand

whathappensineachother'slives.

"Yeahwefoundher,butIhaven'tsatdownwithher

yet.IamdreadingallofThat,butthat'snotwhatI



calledyoufor"

"Whatisit,iamhungrythere'snofood?"

Mandlaaskedlookingaround,ThuthukaandShaka

laughedtypicalMandla.

"IammovingtoJohannesburgaftertheceremony,

torebuildmylifethere."

"Areyougoingtostaywiththem?"

Shakaasked

"No,iwillbestayingonmyown.Imadeenough

moneyfromtheheists,icanbuildmyownLawFirm

andbuyahousetoo.Iamwillingtoworkonmy

Relationshipwithmybrothers,idon'tknowabout

mymotherthough.IthinkIneedtimeawayfrom

her,justtolearntoforgivehersothatIcantakeher

backinmyLifeandbuildamotherandSon

relationshipbutthat'snotnow,wheneverythinghas

settled."

"IamcomingwithyoutoJohannesburg,iamsure

youwillneedyouradvisorthere.Ican'tletyoustart

thisjourneyAlone,youarelikeabrothertome"



ShakasaidthatbrushingThuthuka'sshoulder.

"IwouldcomewithyoutoJohannesburgBroyou

knowThat,butyouknowIhaveafamilynow.My

twingirlsare2monthsold,theyaremylife.Iwill

comeandvisitthough,butmakesurethere'salot

offood"

Theylaughed,Mandlaandfood.

"Thankyoubrothers,solet'sgobacktotheothers.

Wewillhavetoslaughterthegoatfortheceremony

wehavealotofworkandtheTraditionalhealerwill

behereanymoment."

"Iknewthere'sworkinvolved,I'llstartbythekitchen

firstI'mdyingofhunger"

Mandlasaidthatwalkingout.

"Let'sgo"

"There'sareasonbehindyourmovingto

Johannesburgright?"

"Whatreason?"

"Idon'tknowyoutellmeThuthuka"



ThuthukaSighed,heknewhe'sloosingthisbattle

hecan'twinwithShaka.Shakaknowshiminside

andout.

"It'sLuncumo,she'sthereasonIamgoingthere."

"Youloveherright?"

"No,butallIwanttodoistoprotectherandmake

sureshe'ssafeandsheishappy.Iwanttoseea

smileonherface,iwanttobethereforheronher

lowestselfandbethereforheratherhappiest"

Shakanodded

"Okay,thenJoburgherewecome.Don'tforgetshe

hasaboyfriend"

Shakasaidthatlaughingalsowalkingout.

Thuthukashookhisheadandwalkedout.

HebumpedwithMaZulu.

"Thuthuka"

"Samkelisiwe"

Hecouldn'tsayMother,hetriedbutitcouldn'tcome

out.



"HowareYou?"

Sheaskedinaverylowvoice,that'snotwhatshe

wantedtosay.Shewantedtohughissontightly

andaskforforgiveness.

"IamdoingbetterthankYou,andhowareYou?"

"IamgoodhowthatI'veseenyouthisclose.Ihave

beenwatchingyouafar"

Thuthukajustnoddedhedidn'tknowwhattosay.

"Pleaseforgivememyson"

"Idon'tHateyouSamkelisiwe,ican'thavehatred

foryou.ItriedbutIjustcan't,butforgiveness?Iam

sorryIamnotwillingtoletgoofeverything,you've

hurtmesomuchthatIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.

OnedaymaybeonedayIwillbeabletoseatdown

withyouandforgiveyou,butnotnow.Ineedsome

timetodomeaftertheceremony,pleaseallowme

somespace.WheneverI'mreadytoputthings

behindus,iknowwhereyoustay"

Hewalkedawayandstopped.

"Thankyoufordoingthisceremonyforme"



Hedeepenedhishandsinsidehispocketsthen

walkedtowherehisbrotherswereseated.

.

.
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"RitaIneedyoutoleave"

Shelooksatmeweirdly,it'sbeen1weeksince

we'vebeenbackfromKZNIhadtoseemygirlfriend

inmyDad'spenthousesimplybecauseRitadoesn't

wanttoleavemyhouse.Todayshe'sdefinitely

Leavinglikingitornot,iwillforcefullymakesure

sheleaves.

"ItoldyouKungomusaIamnotgoinganywhere!"



IwalkedupstairstheroomshewasusingItookthe

suitcaseandthrewherclothesthereandclosedit,i

walkeddownstairscarryingthesuitcaseand

Dumpingbagsthathadsomeofherclothesand

placedthemoutsidethegatethenwalkedback

InsidethehouseShewasshocked.

"LeaveRitabile,iwantyououtofmyhouseItold

youthatIdon'tLoveyouanymoreandIamdone

withyou.ItookyoutotheMentalAsylumtomake

surethatyougetbetternotbetterformebutbetter

foryourselfIwishyouallthebestinlife,I'vebeen

nicetoyouRitabutIthinkit'shightimeyouleave

myhouse!!"

"Kungomusaarereallydoingthistome?"

Hertearswon'tstopmefromkickingherout.

"YesRitabile,itoldyouIdon'tLoveyouanymore.I

toldyouthatIwantedyououtsoleavebeforeItreat

youliketrashandroughlytakeyououtofmy

house"

Shenodded

"OkayKungomusa,it'sokaythere'snoneedforthat.



IloveYou,andIwillalwayswill"

Shewalkedoutwithoutanyhasslesbuttearsinher

eyes,ifeltbadbutIhadto.IliedtoNcumothe

entireweekandtoldherthatmyhouseisgetting

cleaned..

Icalledthecleaningcompanytocleanthehouse,

andgetridofanyfemaleClothingandeverything

thatbelongtofemale.

Myphonerangit'sThuthuka.

"BigBro"

"YeahlittleMan,didyouchecktheCompany?"

"YeahIamgoingtherenowtocheckuponit,then

askJunioraboutyourhouse.Whenareyoucoming

thisside?"

"IntwodaystimeI'llbethere,Thanksmanfor

handlingthingsthatsideOutofyourbusyschedule

you,youwereabletohandlemybusinessaswellI

reallyappropriateitbro."

"That'swhatbrothersareforanythingforyoubig

brother,ButNqabaissmashingtheinterior



Designer!"

Helaughed

"ItoldYou,iwantyouandJuniorworkingonthis

project.Nqabaisanutcase,howcanshesleepwith

thepeoplewhoworksforme?"

Ilaughedtoo

"It'swaterunderthebridgenow,hehasdoneit"

"ThatBoy"

Webothlaughed.

"AlrightletmenotkeepYou,tellthefinancialladyto

sendmethequotation."

"Aboutthatbrother,areyousureyoudon'tneedany

help?"

"YoucanhelpbypayingtheDesigners,thatwasout

ofmybudget.ItwasyourideasoyoupayforIt."

Ilaughed

"Didyouseethecompanybefore?Youwillseethe

After.Pleasethankmewhenyouseeyourcompany

sir"



"Noproblem,letmeleaveyoutoit.Callmeand

informmeabouteverything."

"SureIwillbyeBro"

"ByeMan"

IdroppedtheCall,iamsoproudofThuthuka.So

proudtocallhimmybrother,imeanafterwhat

MaZuludidtohimhewassupposedtohate

everythingassociatedwithMaZulubuthegaveus

Loveandbrotherhoodthisentireweekeventhough

hewasinKZNhewouldcalltocheckuponus,ask

aboutourdailylivesandaskabouthiscompanytoo.

Ididn'tknowhavingsomeonetorelyonandlookup

tocanbethisnice,I'vealwaysbeenanexampleto

JuniorandNqaba.NowthatThuthukaishereIfeel

liketheworkloadhavebeenlifted,evenDadisvery

fondofhim.Theygetalonglikehouseonfire,iam

justworriedabouthisRelationshipwithMaZulu.I

wantustobeafamily,ihopehefindsitinhisheart

toforgiveher.

IparkedrightinfrontoftheBuildinghebought,it'sa

6FloorTallbuildingagreatbuildingforaLawFirm.



TheInteriordesignwasoldanddull,hedidn'tsee

that.

"It'snotaboutiqueit'saLawFirm"thosewerehis

exactwordsbutnowthatthedesignischangedhe

willhavetothankme.

IwalkedInsidetheBuilding,theHRTeamwasbusy

withtheRecruitmentofstuff.

Icheckedouteverything,heisdefinitelygoingto

LikethisBuilding.

Everythingisdone,allthatneedstobedoneisfor

himtoconductinterviewsandhirepeopletoget

thisLawFirmrolling.

IcalledjuniorheisinchargeoftheHouse.

"Bafo"

"Manhowfaristhehouse?"

"Done,it'sfullyfurnituredallhehastodoisto

move"

"That'sgreatnews,hesaidhewillbehereintwo

days"



"Howaboutwethrowhimawelcomingparty?"

"ThatwouldbeNqaba'sidea,butIlovethatidea.

Butwhowillbehere?"

"Ushisbrothers,Luncumoandherfriends.That's

allitwillbeintimateitwillbejusttowelcomehim

nothingbig"

"Okay,SohaveyoutoldLuncumoabouthim?"

"That'sanotherthing,LuncumoadoresMaZuluso

much.IfitellheraboutThuthukaIhavetotellher

abouthowThuthukaismyBrother."

"Justsayhe'salonglostbrother,heleftwhenhe

wasyoungertostaywithanUncleandwhenyou

readytotellherthetruthyouwilltellhertheentire

truth.Shehastoorganisethewelcomingparty"

"Icansaythat,letmegoandfetchherfromschool

too."

"SureBhuda"

IdroppedthecallthendrovetoWits.

AssoonasIgotaparkingspaceIcalledher.



"Babe"

Hervoiceissosweetdamn.

"Babe,I'mattheparkingZone."

"AlrightIamcoming"

"Sure"

Idroppedthecallthenwaitedforheroutsidethecar.

ShecamewithherlittlesisteralongbwithherI'm

sureMigcoboisdrivingthecar.

"Heysikie"

"Hibhut'Musa"

ShegotatthebackseatwhilstIhuggedandkissed

hersister.

"Imissedyou"

"YousawmeyesterdayMusa,Dramaeyani?"

Ilaughed

HegotInsidethecar,iwenttomysidetoo.

"BabeIneedafavourfromyou"



"What?"

ShelookedatmeasIwasdriving.

"IneedyoutoplanaWelcomingpartyformybig

brother."

"YouhaveabigbrotherandIdidn'tknowaboutthat?

WOW!"

Sheclappedherhands

"Iforgottotellyou,it'sjustthatwelostcontact.We

haven'ttalkednorseeneachotherinyears.Buthe

iscomingbackintwodays,tostaythisside"

Shenodded

"Willbepaid?"

Ilaughed

"Myservicesain'tfreedearie."

"IWillpay,youcanbringyourfriendstooforthe

party.Itwillbeonlyushisbrothersplusyouand

yourfriends,justtomakehimfeelspecial"

"Ohokay,myfriendswon'tsaynotofreeAlcohol."



Ilaughed

"CanIinvitemyself?"

Sikieaskedfromtheback.

"Youtooyoungsono!"

Ncumoreplied

"YeahyouareinvitedSikie,aslongasyouwon't

drink."

"Iwon'tdrinkbhuti"

Inodded

"Yhoyouguysspoilchildrenthisdayandage!"

Luncumoisdramatic,I'mgladshedidn'taskany

questions.Idon'tknowhowtotellherthetruth

aboutThuthuka,shelooksuptoMaZulu.MaZuluis

aninspirationinhereyesandshelovesher,ifshe

knowsthewholetruthaboutMaZuluIdon'tknow

howshewilllookatheragainbutIwillhavetotell

herattheendofthedaybecausetherewillbe

questionsthatwillneedtobeanswered.

.
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"Youknowwhenyouloveaperson,youlovethem

withalltheirFlaws,youlovethemwithyour

everything.There'ssomethinginyourheartthat

moveswhenyouwiththatpersonnotforgettingthe

butterfliesinyourstomach,allIwantedwastosee

himhappybutallhewantedwastoseeme

unhappyandSadbutIguessit'spartoflife"

Shewipeshertearsanddranktheremaining4

shots.It'saFridayandIdecidedtovisittheclub,

justtorewindandlistentopeople'sproblemswhen

theyaredrunk.I'mbartendingasalways,iama

littlebitrustysinceit'sbeenawhile.

"Whatdidhedo?"



Iask,icanseethehurtinthiswoman'seyes.

"WemetinUniversity,hewasa3rdyearstudent

andIwasa1styear.Hewouldtutormygroupof

friends,westartedtalkingandwenttoseveraldates.

ThedayheaskedmetobehisgirlfriendIcouldn't

believehisintentionsImeanIwasstraightfrom

HighschoolhewasusedtoVarsitygirlsbuthe

reallylovedmeasIthought.Whenhegraduated

andleftmeinvarsityIthoughtourrelationshipwas

overbutitwasn't,irememberonmyGraduationday

heproposedandaskedmetobehiswife.Iwasthe

happiestgirlinthewholeworld.Ilovedhimwithmy

everything,igavethatmanmyheartonasilver

platter,ishowedhimmyvulnerabilityandthathe's

mylife.Thedayhechangedonmewaswhenhe

hadaworktriptocapetown,iunderstoodbecause

hewentouttootherProvincesalotduetohiswork

sonothingwassuspiciousaboutthistrip.Iwasat

homethinkingabouthim,coziwasmissinghim

alreadyhewasmyLife,myliferevolvedaroundhim.

IwasshockedwhenIreceivedmessagesfromour

varsityfriendsandPeoplewhoknewus,thatthey



thoughtIwastheonegoingtogetmarriedtohim,

andwhyididn'ttellthemthatIbrokethingsoffwith

Him.Ididn'tunderstandallofthattillmybestfriend

whoishiswifenowsentmetheirweddingpictures

inCapeTown,ilandedinhospitalthatnightandin

themorningIfoundedoutthatIwaspregnantand

single.Ididn'tevengobacktotheHousethatwe

werestayingat,ididn'twantanymemoriesofusor

anythingthatwouldremindmeofhim.Myfamily

wenttofetchmystuff.Ididn'ttellhimaboutthe

baby,heneverapologizedforWhathedidtomenor

gavemeanexplanationonwhyhedidthattome,i

believedheowedmeone.Godanswersthatwas

mymotto,myBabyBoyis6yearsoldnow,yeshe

lookslikehisFatheralotbutIdon'twantnothingto

dowiththatman,iusedtosendhimpicturesofhis

sonwhenhewasstillababyhenevercaredhe

doesn'tcareevennowandit'snotlikeIneedhim

nowIdon't.IamaDoctor,ihavemyownmoneyI

amsingleandhappy.It'sjustthattodayitshis

weddinganniversary,itgetstomealwayshenceI

amheretodrownmyownsorrows.Itremindsme

ofhowiwasafoolforyears,thinkingsomeone



lovesme.Ifyouloveamanrightnow,makesure

youlovetherealone.WhatImeanbythatisthat

youwillgivehimyoureverythingandinvestallyour

feelingstowardsthewrongpersonandnotonlyyou

willgethurtyouwillneverlovethesameagain.

Whensomeoneisyours,youwillfeelit,mymistake

wastofallharderwhenIwasn'tsupposedto.So

makesureyou'reinvestingtotherightpersonso

thatyouwon'tgethurtwhenyoucomeinto

realisationthatthemanyouloveisnotyours.

GoodbyeAzania,youareagoodlistenerhere'sa

tip"

Sheplacedafewnotesthenleft,icouldn'tstop

thinkingaboutwhatshesaidthewholeshift.

.

AssoonasIarrivedathomeItookashowerthen

slept.IaskedSikietowakemeupsincewehaveto

gotoMusa'sbrother'shouseanddecorateplus

cookforthewelcomingparty.

.

"Sisi"



Shewasshoutingontopofherlungs

"IamawakeSikelelwa"

Ishoutedback,iwantedtosleepagainbutI

couldn'tsleep.

Itookanothershowerthenworeadressplus

sandals,itiedmyAfroneatlythenwenttothe

lounge.

MeryandLornawereherealreadythat'swhythere

wasanoise.

"Let'sgogirls,iamsohungry"

"Wewillbuyfoodonourway"

"Okay,pleasedriveMery.Migcobothehousemust

becleanwhenIcomeback"

"Youwillfinditcleanforsure.Iamgoingoutwith

friendslateronMayI?"

"You'vejustsaidyouaregoingoutwithfriends,

you'vealreadymadeupyourmindsowhyaskfor

permission?"

"Iamsorrysisi"



"PleasebesafeMigcoboanduseCondomsin

whateveryouandyourguysdo!"

Iwalkedout,Mery,SikieandLornawerealreadyin

thecar.

MyphonerangassoonasIwasabouttocloseMy

eyes,iamsotired.

It'sThuthuka,wehaven'ttalkedindays.

"Whichholeareyoucomingfrom?"

Helaughed

"It'snotFunnyThuthuka!"

Merylookedatmefromtherearviewmirrorand

lookedstraightagain.

"Iamsosorry,iwassobusywiththisrelocating

thingandfamilyiwassobusyiamreallysorrysis"

"It'sokayIUnderstand,thelasttimeyoucalledItold

youcallmewhenyouarehere,areyouhere?"

"Iwillbethereinfewhours,stillinDurban.

TomorrowcanItakeyouout?That'sifyouwon'tgo

tochurchormaybeafterchurch?"



"Youcantakemeoutforlunch,ican'twaittomeet

youThuthuka.Imissedyousomuchbro"

"Metoolittlesister,butwewillbeseeingeachother

almosteverydayifyounotbusywithyourboyfriend

ofcourse,andwhenamImeetingupwithhim?"

"IwilltalktohimandconfirmwithYou,sothatyou

guyscanmeet"

"Surenoproblem,LookIwillcallyouassoonasI

landinORTambosothatyouknowI'minyourcity"

"Can'twait,iwillwaitforyourcall."

"Noproblem"

"Alrightbye"

"Bye"

Hedroppedthecall.

"MerypleasegotothatKFCDrivethruPlease,iam

dying"

Shewentthroughit,andboughtthefoodIatethe

food.

"IsthisBrother'shouseinBedfordview?"



"Yeah,that'swhattheGPSissayingright?"

"Yeah"

Wecontinueeatingtillwearrivedatthehouse,the

gatewasopenedforus.IsawMusa'scar,forsure

he'sinside.

"OMG"

Sikieshoutedassoonaswewalkedinside,the

housewasbeautifulIlovetheRed,blackandGrey

interior.Thishouseisreallybeautiful.

"Beautiful?"MusaaskedcomingMywaytohugme.

"Yes,it'sreallybeautiful.Iamsorrybabebutit's

waybeautifulthanyourhouse"

Helaughed

"OuchIamhurt"

"Iamsorrybutit'sthetruth,thisinteriorisbeautiful

Ilovethecolours.They'veblendedthemsowelland

beautifully,yourbrotherisoneluckyfella"

"ThatHeis,hewillbeherein3hourstimesowe

have3hourstodoeverything.JuniorandNqaba



arecomingwiththeMeatandalcohol."

"Alright,didyoubuytheGrocery?"

"Yeahit'sinthekitchenthatway"

Hepointedtothedirection.

"OkayLet'sstartthen"

"Butyouhaven'tgivenmemykissmissy"

Ilaughedandkissedhim.

"Happynow?"

"Morethanhappy"

Ishookmyheadthemwalkedtothekitchen.

"Wemakingsaladsright?"

"Yeah,theGuyswillbraaithemeet"

Westartedonmakingthesalads,NqabaandJunior

deliveredwiththealcoholandMeat.

TheywereoutsideBraaingtheMeatwewereinthe

kitchen.

Wewerenowdonewiththesalads.



TherewasadoorbellSikiewenttoopenagroupof

ladiesandGentscameinside,didn'tMusasayitwill

beintimate?.

"Hello"

SikieGreetedandwelcomedthem.

MusaandhisbrotherscamewiththeMeat.

"Zalo"

Theyshouteditwasachaosforalittlebit.

IlookedatthemgreetingtheGuyswhojustwalked

inandgreetedthegirlstoo.

Musacametome.

"Heythosegentsareourcousinsandtheir

GirlfriendsiftheyaretheirGirlfriendsIdon'tknow.

NqabainvitedthemIdidn'tknowhejusttoldus

rightnow."

"It'sfine,theyarefamilyright?"

"Yeahtheyare,LookIamgoingtofetchmybrother

attheAirportpleasebecomfortable,isthefood

enough?"



"Yeahit'senough,youdon'twanttokeepyourbig

brotherwaitingright?"

"Hewouldkillme"

Hekissedmetheranoutsidetofetchhisbrother.

IsawSikieDrinkingaSavanna,iknewshewon't

drinkJuicethisone.ItookoneSavannaandDrank

too,everyonewaschatting.Theladieswerecool,

theyblendedverywellwithus.Wearenowwaiting

forMusaandhisbrothertocome,toofficiallystart

theparty!.

.

.

Let'snotForgettoLIKEandCOMMENT.

Seey'all@8pm

THIRTYONE

.

Ididn'tevenknowtherewasapoolinthishouse

wewerenotgivenanyhousetour,Iwasstandingby

thepoolthinkingabouttheladyfromtheBarlast



night.

"Pennyforyourthoughts?"

Ilookatmyside,It'sNqaba.

"Nothing,I'mjusttired.WenttotheclubLastnight,

camebackearlyinthemorning.Couldn'tget

enoughsleepsonowI'mtiredIcoulddowithsome

sleep."

"Aahprettylittlething.Iamsorry"

Ilaughed

"Uhmifyoudidn'tknowweareboth23,just

becauseyouarebiggerthanmedoesn'tmakeyou

older."

Helaughed

"WhotoldyoumyAge?MusaPillowtalkwithour

Age,whatelsedoeshetalkaboutwhenhe'sin

betweenyourboobs?"

ilaugh

"Nqaba!!"

Ihithimonhisarm



"OuchLuncumo!"

He'ssodramatic

"DoesLornaknowthatshe'solderthanyou?"

"Who?"

"Lorna,yourGirlfriendmyfriend"

Hefrowned

"IthoughtItoldyourfriendweshouldkeepthings

private.Nowyouknow,I'msurethewholeworld

knows"

"Youplayingherright?"

Hedoesn'tanswer

"Bytheendoftheday,iwantyoutocallthingsoff

withherbeforeyouhurtherbeyond.Idon'twantto

seemyfriendhurting,notbecauseofyou.Ifyou

don'tloveher,lethergowhenit'sstillearlyplease

Nqaba."

"OkayIwilldothat."

Hebrushedmyshoulder.



"IknowhowmuchMaZulumeanstoYou,andI'm

hurtanddisappointedbyheractionstoo.She

pretendedtobeasaintinfrontofallofus,iammad

atherfortakingusforaride.Iamsureyoushare

thesamesentimentalsasme."

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Didn'tMusatellyouthewholestory?"

"Whatstory?"

hisphonebeeped.

"Theyareherecome"

Hetakesmyhandwewalkbackinthehouse,iwas

confusedbywhathejusttoldmeaboutMaZulu,

whatdidhemeanaboutthat?IshouldaskMusa

maybehewilltellme.

"OkayGoodpeopletheyarehere,theywillbe

gettinginsidethehouseanyminutefromnow.We

shoutsurpriseassoonastheyopenthedoor

right?"

EveryonenodsafterNqaba'sinstruction.

Istandattheback,iamnotinthemoodforthis



party.Mybodyisherebutmymindisdefinitelynot

here!

TheDooropens

"SURPRISEEEE"

Everyonescreamed,ijustrolledmyeyes.

WhenIlookedup,noitcan'tbe.Thiscannotbe

happening.

Iwipethedirtinmyeyesjusttoseeclearly,amI

missinghimthismuchthathecouldbeMusa'sbig

brother.

"Thuthuka"Iwhispered,noonecouldhearmeas

theguyswerebusyhugginghim,andNqaba

introducingthecousins.

Merygavemeaworriedlook,iwantedtobeoutof

here.

"Babe"

Musashouted,ipretendedtobeonmyphoneand

thatIdidn'thearhimwhenhecalledme.

Icouldsmellboththeircolognesaninchawayfrom



me.

"Babemeetmybigbrother"

Istoodupandlookedathim,icouldnevergetover

theshockinhisfaceplusthehurtthathehiswitha

smallsmile.

"HeyBigbrother"

"Ncumshey"

Hesmiledatme,iwantedtoreturnthesmilebutI

couldn't.

"Younothappytoseeme?"

Heaskstryingtobesad,idon'tknowwhatgotten

intomebutIhuggedhimsotightly.

Thenletgoaftersometimeinhisarms,ifeltat

home.

"Youidiot,didn'tyousayyou'llcallassoonasyou

land?"

Helaughed

"Doyouguysknoweachother?"



Musafinallyaskssincehesawweweretalkingto

eachother.

"Yesbabe,he'stheMalefriendfromDurban.

Thuthukafinallymeetmyboyfriendwho'syourlittle

brother".

Ilaughedatmysourjoke,mymouthwasbitterright

aftersayingthat.

"Heymalefriend,I'mtheboyfriend"

"HiboyfriendI'mtheMalefriendslashbigbrother."

Theylaughedtogether,ididn'twanttobehere,i

wantedtobeinmyroomandcrymyselftosleep.

"LetmegoandcheckonthegirlsinthekitchenI'll

seeyounownow"

Iwalkedbackwithmyheavyheartandtears

threateningtocome.

AssoonasIgotInsidethekitchenMeryhuggedme,

ineededthehugbutIwantedmybedmorethan

anything.Iwantedtocrymyheartout,howisit

possiblethatIaminlovewithbrothers?

"YouOkay?"



"IwillbefineMery"

Theotherladiesjoinedusinthekitchentoo,they

weredishingoutandIwasnowdrinkingmy

SavannaIthinkIneeditmorethananythingright

now.

TheytooktheplatestotheGuysandIremainedin

thekitchen,iwasonmy5thSavannaIwasdrinking

itlikewater.

"Don'tyouthinkyoushouldslowdownonthose?"

"Lornababesineedit"

Shenodsandcontinueondishingout

"Wedonenow,wecannowgoandjointhegents"

oneoftheladiessaid,idon'tevenremembertheir

names.

Iwasthelastpersontoleavethekitchenandthe

onlyspacewasinbetweenthebrothersthatIlove,

perfect.

IsatdownandstartedeatingmyfoodwhichIwas

nolongerInthemoodtoeat.Istoppedeatingand

watcheveryoneeating.



"Babeareyougood?"

"Yeah,I'mnothungryIamjusttired.Wasworking

lastnightattheClubsoiamtired,ididn'tgetany

chancetorest"

"Youworkinaclub?"

Thuthukaasked,ithoughtIwastalkingtomy

boyfriendnothim.

"NoIusedtoworktherebutnotanymore.It'sjust

thatyesterdayIneededtoclearmyheadsoIwent

there"

Henodsandcontinuesoneating.

"Youcangosleepinoneoftheroomsupstairsif

youaretired,canshesleeptherebro?Imeanit's

yourhouse"

ThuthukalaughedatMusa'sstatement.

"ShecanSleepinoneoftherooms,there'sno

problembrother.Remembershe'smybestfriend

andshe'slikealittlesistertomesomyhouseis

alwaysopenedforher"

Igavehimafakesmile



"Thanksbiggie"

Hegavemeaweaksmileandcontinuedwitheating.

Ithinkhe'shungrybecausefoodIstheonlything

he'sfocusedon.

"Letmegoandsleepthen"

"ShouldIaccompanyyou?"

"Noit'sfinebabe,youeatyourfood"

Itookmyplatethenplaceditonthefridge.

Imademywayupstairsandwenttooneofthe

roomsandlockedthedoor.

AssoonasIplacedmyheadontopofthepillow

tearsfellinvoluntarily.

Myheartwasinpieces,howwouldyoufeelifyou

wereinlovewiththewrongperson?Imeanyour

lover'sbigbrotherdoesthatevenmakessense?

WhendidIgethere?TobeinthisplacewhereI'mat,

atthemoment.

Howdoyouremovethefeelings?Howdoyou

unlovesomeone?



Icouldseeitinhiseyesthathewasalsoshocked

andhurtbytherevelationthatI'mhisbrother's

girlfriend.

Iwanttoremovemyselffromhimbutmyheart

bleedsatthatthought.

AllIwantistobeinhisarmswhereIfeelathome

butIcan'tcozitseemslikeourLoveisForbidden

wecan'tHaveeachother.There'snoroomforour

love,ithinkit'sbetterweevencalloffthefriendship

anythingthatwillbringuscloser.

Iwipemytearsandtrytosleepbutmymindsgoes

toallthemomentsI'vesharedwithhimstarting

fromthefirstdaywemetinDurbantillthelastday

iwasinhisarmsattheORTamboAirport,he'sa

greatguy.Anywomanwillbeluckytohavehimas

apartner.

.

.

Iamsosorry,isleptearlylastnightIwastiredI

forgotaboutour8pm.



.

Anotherinsertwillfollowaround11am

THIRTYTWO

.

Idon'tknowwhendidIfellasleepbutI'mgladI

slept.

Imademywaytothebathroomafterlookingforit

foralmost10minutes,iwashmyfaceandrinsed

mymouthwithListerine.

Imakemywaydownstairseveryoneisasleep,what

timedidtheysleepeven?

Iwalkintothekitchenit'ssuperdirtyheredishes

werenotwashed.

ThanksdaddyGforlookingoutforme,there'sa

DishwasheriplacethedishesneatlyinsideandI

startcleaningthecupboards.Iwashedthepotson

thesink.

Imoppedthekitchenitwasspotlessjustlikethe

waywe'vefoundityesterday.



ItooktheRefugeblackbagsandtooktheAlcohol

bottlesfromtheloungeandplacedtheminsidethe

blackbags.

Sikie,MeryandLornawerenotpartofthegangthat

sleptonthecouches.

Noteveryonewasintheloungejust4people.

Iplacedtheplasticinsidethedustbin,thehouse

wasnowcleanIneedfoodnow.

Iwenttothekitchenandwarmedupmyfood.

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledMigcobo.

"Hello"

Thephonewasansweredbyagirl.

"Where'stheownerofthephone?"

"AndwhoareYou?"

Therewasalittlebitattitudebehindthatquestion,

shedoesn'tknowme.

"Youngladydon'tyoudaretestme,whereismy

son"



Shekeptquiet

"Ntombazana"

Ihalfshouted

"Iamsorryma,iwillwakehimupnow"

IcouldhearherwakingMigcoboup.

"It'syourmother"

"Whydidyouanswermyphone?"

Shedoesn'tanswer,Ilaugh.

"Firstlady"

"Don'tfirstladyme,I'mnotyourmother.Ijusthope

youdidn'tbringanygirlsinmyApartmentohso

helpmeGodiwillcomeandmurderyouandthat

skinnygirl"

"Howdoyouknowshe'sskinny?Andwe'reat

Jeremie'sapartmentrelax.Soyoudidn'tsleepat

hometoo?"

"Yeah,ithoughtyousleptathome.Iwasjust

checkinguponyou"



"Thanksforcheckinguponme,butI'mfine."

"Alright,IloveYoulittleman"

"IloveyoutooMama"

Ilaughedanddroppedthecall.

"Overprotectivemuch?"

Ilookatback,I'mwelcomedbyasweatyThuthuka

inaSweatpantsandVest.

"Wasjustcheckinguponhim"

Henodsandtakeswaterfromthefridge

"Soarewestillonforlunch?"

"Yeahwhynot?Youknowican'tsaynotofree

food"

Helaughs

"Goodthen,wehavealotofcatchinguptodo."

"Yeah.Whattimedidy'allsleep?"

"5am,butalwaysat6amIgoformyJogswhetherI

wasdrinkingthepreviousnightornot"

Icheckedthetimeit's10am.



"Youjoggedforthislong?"

"Hadalotonmymind,justneededtobreathand

rewind.Youcleaned?"

"Yeahitwassodirty"

"Theladiesweretoodrunktoclean.Yoursisterwas

lookingforYoulastnight,shewantedtosleepwith

you.Whydidyoulockthedoor?"

"Iwantedtobealone"

"Idon'tknowifit'smeorwhat,butyouwerenot

happytoseemelastnight.Thefakesmilesyou

gaveme,didIdosomethingwrong?"

Helookedhurt,ididn'twantthat.Iwalkedtohim

andsteppedclosertohimandheldhisleftarm.

"IwasshockedtoseeYou,ididn'teventhinkthere's

apossibilitythatYouwouldbeMusa'sbigbrother

thatnevercameintomymind.There'ssomething

aboutyouThuthuka,idon'tknowwhatisit.Ican't

evenexplainit"

Iremovedmyhandfromhisarmandgazedathim

"IamsorryifIlookedatyouinanytypeofway.I



wasjustshockeddidn'texpectyoutobeMusa's

brotherthat'sall,youdidn'tdoanythinhwrong"

Hedidn'tsayanythinghejustlookedintomyeyes.

Wewereaninchapart,iwasonhischestlevel.I

waslookingupathiseyes,iwantedhimtohugme,

that'sall.Iwantedtobeclosetohimandbeinhis

arms.

"Mhmhmmh"someoneclearedhisthroat,itooka

stepbackandwentbacktomyfood..

ItwasShakaThuthuka'sFriend.

"GoodMorningLuncumo"

"MorningShaka"

"HowareYou?"

"IamgoodandhowareYou?"

"I'mGoodtoo,Bafothewater?"

It'snowthatIseetheywerejoggingtogether.

Thuthukatookoutanotherbottleofwaterthengave

ittoShaka.



"LetmegoandtakeaShower,ismybedmade?"

Thuthukaasked.

"HowwillIknow?"

Iaskback

"Youweresleepinginthemainroom,youtestedmy

bedbeforeme.wowMissJola"

Ilaughed

"Ididn'tknow,butyeahyourroomiscleanyour

majesty"

Helaughsandwalksawayalone.

Shakalooksatmethensmile,iknowthissmile.It's

thesmileSikelelwagivesmewhenshe'saboutto

talkalotofnonsense.

"CanIeatwithYou?"

Heasks

"Areyounotgoingtotakeashower,imeanyou're

sweaty.Bettergetridofallthesweatfirst"

"Ivaluemystomachalot.SocanIeat?"



Ihandhimtheplate

"AreyoudoneeatingMissJola?"

HesaysimitatingThuthuka.

"AnotherNqaba,reallyGod?"

Isaidlookingup

"WaymorethanNqaba.I'mShaka,andIsaywhat's

onmymind"

"Betterkeepittoyourselfwhateverthatisinyour

mind."

Henods

"SoyoufriendswithThuthukaandyouarea

GirlfriendtoMusa?"

"DoesthatneedsanAnswer?"

Heshakeshisheadno.

"IlikeyouNcumo,iwanttobeyourfriendtoo"

Ilaughthisoneisaspecialcase

"OkaywefriendsShaka"

"Forreal?"



"Yeah"

Hesmiledandlaughstoo,idon'tknowwhyIam

laughingbutwebotharelaughing.

"Anadvicefriend,Followyourheart.Dowhatyour

heartstellsyouto,itwillnevermisleadyou.There's

nouseinthinkingaboutwhatpeoplewillsayor

howthiscertainpersonwillfeelaboutyourdecision.

Dowhatmakesyouhappy,youcan'tjuststayinan

unhappysituationjustnottohurtacertainperson.

Peopleunderstand,peoplewillunderstandifthey

trulyloveYou,theywillletyougotobewith

someonewhoyouloveandwanttobeinyourlife.

Thepersonwhoyoufeelssafewith,apersonwho

willprotectyouandwillloveyoualwaysnomatter

what.AsI'vesaid,theballisinyourcourt,chose

whatmakesyouhappyandfollowyourheart..You

wereright,ineedtogetridofthissweat.Bye

Friend"

Hewalksoutofthekitchenleavingmepuzzledand

withmorequestions.Heisreallyaspecialcase

yenauShakalo.



IrinsedtheplateShakaandIwereusing,ichecked

everyroomforMyfriendsandsister.

IsawMeryandSikieonly,Lornawasnotherewith

them.

Iwokethemup.

"Yeywakeupweneedtoleave"

Ishoutedatthem.

"WeareawakeAzania"

Meryscreamedbutnothatloud.

IwalkedtowhereIsawMusasleeping.

Iwokehimup.

"Babe,Musawakeup"

"Sleepwithmeforafewminutes"

"NoIcan'tSleep,I'vejustwokenup"

"Oneroundwouldn'thurtyouknow?"

Hesaidinhissleepyvoice

"Musaweareatyourbrother'shouse."



"Let'sgotominethen"

"Comeandfetchmelater,isyourhousecleaned

now?"

"Yeahitiscleaned.iwillcomeandfetchyou."

"Okaybabe,I'llwaitforyou"

"LetmegobacktoSleep,IloveYouOkay?"

"IloveyoutooSthandwaSam"

Ikissedhimonhislips

"Siesyousmelllikebrewery"

Helaughs

Iwalkoutoftheroom.

IcouldhearSikie,MeryandThuthukatalkinginthe

kitchen.

Theyaredrinkingcoldwater,theyhavehangover.

"WhereisLorna?"

"ShewaswithNqabasoI'msureshe'swithNqaba

aswetalk."

Merysaidinmorelikeawhisper,she'sreally



hangovered.

"Alrightlet'sgo,I'mdriving"

"Heckyouweregoingtodrive"

Ilaughed

"ByeMrDurban,I'llseeyouinthenoon"

"ByeMissJola,I'llcallyou"

"Sure"

ItookoutmycarkeysthendrovetoourApartment.

There'sagingerinthefridgeyouhelpyourselves.

Iplacedthekeysonthekitchencounterthenleft

thedrunkardsinthekitchenthenwenttothelounge.

IneedtocatchupontheKardashiansImeanI

haven'tspentmuchtimewatchingTV.

TheDramaisallinmyLiferightnow,ishouldmake

arealityshow.Peoplewouldbereallyinterested.

.

.

Let'sMake50+COMMENTStogetour8pmInsert.



Havealovelyday

THIRTYTHREE

.

"Whenareyougettingyourselfagirlfriend?"

HelooksatmeconfusedasifI'vespokeninsome

foreignlanguage.

"WhywouldIneedagirlfriend?"

"HaiboThuthuka,whodoesn'tneedagirlfriend?"

"It'sMeThuthukaZulu,idon'tneedagirlfriend"

"Okay,sex?"

Helooksatmethensmirks

"Whataboutit?"

"Youneedtoreleaseasaperson,agirlcaneasetoo

muchsaltcanmakeyougrumpy"

"WhosaidIdon'trelease?WhosaidIdon'thave

sex?"

Ichokedonmyfood,SoHedoeshavesex?

"Areyoufine?"



Heasksorelaxed

"Yeah,ofcourse"

"Youshouldslowdownonyourfood,youwillchoke

againitwon'tbenice"

Hesaidsarcasticallythenatehisfood.

"Haveyoueverbeeninlove?"

"I'mnotinterestedinyourfriendsLuncumo"

"Iamnothookingyouup,I'mjustaskingmyfriend

somequestions.Ineedtogettoknowyoubetter"

Henods

"YesIhavebeeninlove,butinlovewiththeGirlthatI

wouldneverget.SoIhadtoloveherfromafarand

watchherbehappy.ShewasmyfirstandLastlove"

Inodded

"Iamsorry"

"It'sFineNcums,it'slifeafterall.Sowhatabout

you?"

"Whataboutme?"



"IamsureyoudohavesexwithMusa,areyou

inlovewithhim?"

Icouldn'tanswerthat,idrankmywineandlooked

athim.

"Yeah,iaminlovewithhim"

Henods

"IDon'tcareifhe'smybrotherornotifhebreaks

yourheart,I'mmakingsurehelandsinhospitalfor

somefewmonths"

Ilaughed

"WhatifIbreakhisheart?"

"Youcanstartwritingyourwill"

"Whywouldyoukillme,butPutMusainhospital?

WOWit'struebloodisthickerthanwater"

Helaughs

"Iwasjoking,iamnotinvolvingmyselfinyour

RelationshipwithMusa.WhatIwilldoasyour

friendIwilljustadviceyouonwhattodoandYou

willfollowyourheart"



Inod.

Thewaitresscamebackfordesertandplacediton

thetable,shetooktheplatesthatwewereusingher

eyesnotleavingThuthuka'sface.

"Uhmlady,he'smineIexpectyoutodoyourjobif

youdon'twanttoloseyourjob."

"Iamsorryma'amIwasn'tlookingathim."

Shewalksaway,Thuthukalaughs.

"What?"

"Whydidyousaythat?"

"Shecouldn'tgethereyesoffyou"

"So?"

"Stopannoyingme"

"Youcouldn'thandleanotherladylookingatme?

WhatifIwantedhertobemyFuckbudy?"

"Goaheadandaskherthat"

"Okayeasytiger,iwasjustkidding.NoneedforYou

togetangry"



"Yeahwhatever"

Ieatmyicecreamdeserthesmiledandshookhis

head.

"I'mgladyoufindthisamusing"

"Notatall,iamsorryforjokinginaBadway"

Hesmiledatme

"Stopsmiling"

"Why?"

"Juststop"

Helaughs,I'venoticedhehasn'teatenhisdesert.

"Yourdesertismelting"

"Idon'teatsweetthings,youcanhaveitifyouwant

it."

"Thanks"

Itookhisicecreamandateit.

"DoesShakaalwaysspeakinriddles?"

"Whatdidhesaytoyou?"



"Alotofstuff,someIdidn'tunderstandIwas

confusedsomeiunderstood.ButthethingisI

didn'tgetwhathewassayingallinall."

"Shakaisverydiplomatic,hesaysthingsthat

sometimesyoumayneedtothinkoutsidetheBox

togetwhathesaid.Ifyoulistenedtohim,bettertry

tothinkoutsidetheBoxandtrytounderstandwhat

hesaidtoyou."

Inodded.

"Thankyouforyouradvice"

"Youwelcome,canweleave?Ihaveameetingwith

theMagistratesregardingmyfirm."

"OkaynoproblemyoucanpaytheBill,andplease

don'ttipthewaitress"

HelaughedandcalledtheWaitressfortheBill.

"Youarecrazy"

"Shewasn'tsupposedtobelookingatyou"

"Yesma'am"

HesettlestheBillandweleave.



"YoucanDrivetoyourmeetingI'lltakeanUber"

"I'dratherbelateforthemeetingthantoletyou

takeanUber"

Ismiled

"ThankyouThuthuka.ThanksfortheLunch,youare

alwaysagreatcompany."

"YouwelcomeMissJola"

ThroughoutthedrivewearelisteningtoJazz,he's

notsayinganythingthesilenceiscomfortableit

givesmetimetolookathimashe'sdrivingand

watchhiseverymove,eventhetappingonthe

steeringwheel.

"Andwearehere,youstayhere?"

"Yessir,thankyouforlunchonceagain"

"Youwelcome,I'llcallyoubeforeIsleepokay?"

"Okay,Goodluckonyourmeeting."

"Thanks"

Ihuggedhimandkissedhimonhischeek,that's

thefirst.Hedidn'tsayanything,iwalkedoutofthe



carLeavingmyheartwithhim.

Noonewashome,Ipackedmyweekendbag.I'llbe

sleepingatMusa'splacetonight,idon'thaveany

classestomorrowI'mglad.

.

"Yourhousesmellsfresh"

"Pecksofgettingitcleaned"

"Yeah,letmegoandtakeaShower"

"CanIjoinyou?"

"Mostdefinitely"

Hefollowsmetohisroom,iremovemyclothesand

walkintothebathroom.

Iopenedtheshower,thefeelingofwateronmy

bodymademefeelrelaxed.

AftersomefewminutesMusagetsinsidethe

showertoo.

Hewashesmybackwiththegel,hemassagedmy

boobstenderly.



"Aaahh"

Imoanedsoftlyhekissedmefrommybacktomy

neck,ilaidmyheadonhisshoulder.

Heturnedmeandkissedme,myhandsweresloppy

becauseoftheGeltheywereroamingalloverhis

body.

Heliftedmeupandrubbedhisfingeronmy

coochie,ashefingerfuckedme.

"Musaaa"

Iwascumming,mybodyshakedasIreleasedmy

cumonhisfingers.

Heinsertedhiscockinsidemeandheldmywaist

down.

Iplacedbothmyhandsonthewall.

Hestartedpumpingfaster.

"AahhMusa'sohmyGoddd"

Isreamed,hewasgroaninginpleasure.

"Yousodamntightbabyyy"



Heplacedmedownandturnedme.Mybackwas

nowfacinghim,heenteredfrombehind.

Myfeetwerelosingthegrip,thefloorwaswet.But

hewasholdingmywaisttightly.

IfelthisbodystiffeningandIknewhewasaboutto

reachhisorgasm.HepumpedsohardthatI

screamedoutloud.

Hiscumdrippeddownmythighs.

"Thatwassteamy"

Helaughs.

Weshoweragainandgetoutoftheshower.

WebothlotionandIwearhisshirtwithnothing

underneath.

"Thatwilldefinitelyturnmeon"

"Let'sgoandcookKungomusa"

Helaughsandspankme.

"You'resonaughty"

Helaughsfollowingme.



Icomeintohaltassoonasmyeyesmeethis

brotherseyes.

"HeyNcums"

Nqabawiggledhiseyesbrows.

"ShitIforgotyouwerecomingtonight"

"Wecanleaveifyouwant,wedidn'tmeanto

disturb"

Thuthukaraisedapointlookingstraightatmy

thighs.Iwasstillstandingonthestaircase.

"Letmegoandchange"

Iliterallyranupstairs,iworeMusa'sSweatpants.

Iwalkeddownstairstheyweretalkingandlaughing,

evenifmyheartfeelssomethingforThuthukaI

can'tchoosehim.

I'mwithMusa,andI'vechosenMusa.Iwanttobe

withMusa,whateverthislittlecrushIhavefor

Thuthukaitwillfadeaway.Ican'tbreakthisnewly

formedbrotherhood,iwasnotraisedlikethat,i

can'tbreakabrother'sbondspeciallyanewly

formed.



"Babeareyoufine?You'vebeenstarringatusfor

quitesometime"

"Iwasjustthinking,letmegoandcook"

"Noyoucanchill,we'vealreadyordered"

Nqabasaid.

Iamglad,iwaslazytocook.

IsnuggledmyselfnexttoMusa,Thuthukaisseated

nexttoNqaba.

TheDoorbellrings.

"Soearly?"

JunioraskedNqaba.

"Itcan'tbeourorder,I'vejustordered"

Nqabareplied.

TheDooropensRitawalksinwithSuitcases.Yeah

Ndiyalingwa,I'mbeingtested.

"Andthen?"

Nqabaasksassoonassheclosesthedoor.

"IamPregnantandKungomusaisthefather.Iam



heretostaywithhim,causeIwaschasedaway

fromhome"

"HowsureareyouifthatisMusa'sBaby?"

Juniorasked.

ThuthukaandShakaarequiettheydon'tevenknow

whoRitais.

"Askhim,hewillanswerthat"

ShemakesherselfcomfortablenexttoThuthuka.

"Hellohandsome"

HegreetsThuthuka,hejustnods.

AlleyesareonMusarightnow,wewaitingforhim

torespond.

"That'snotmyBabythatsheiscarrying.Sheis

lyingbaby"

Heexplainstome.

"It'sokayIunderstandsthandwasam,youwould

neverdothat."

IknowRitaisamentalcase,soshewilltry



anythingtogetbackwithMusa.

"YehakeRomeoandJuliet.Looksisi,thismanof

yoursislying,iwasstayingwithhimthesepast3

weeks.WhenyouwenttoDurban,hesleptwithme

withnocondomhencethebaby.Askhim,hewill

tellyouandstopbeingafoolandbelievingtoallhis

nonsense.ThisBoyfriendofyoursisaliar,hemade

mebelievethatIwascrazyandtookmetoamental

asylumalongwithhismother,hesawyouandhe

fellInlovewithyouthat'swhyhedidn'twantme

anymore,ilovedhimItrulydidIgaveMusamyall,

myeverythingbutheleftmeassoonashefound

thebestandbeautifulgirl.Iwasnevercrazy,he

mademethinkthatIamcrazy.Justbybreaking

thingsbecauseIcan'tcontrolmyangerhe

assumedIwascrazy.Ispentmonthsinthathell

holebeingtreatedlikeamentalcase.Idon'twant

yourman,ijustwanthimtotakeresponsibilityof

hischild.IamdonewithKungomusamna,I've

causedmyselfalotofheartacheandheartbreak

justbybeingwithhim.Soyoucanhavehim,ijust

wanthimtobethefather.Hemustalsoknowiam



homeless,idon'twanttostayherebutIhave

nowhereelsetogo."

Shewipeshertears,ilookedatMusaforan

explanation.

"Iamsorry"

That'sallhesays,inod.

"It'sokay,it'sfine"

Isatdowndefeated,ichosehim.He'sthemanthat

I'vechosenbuthedoesmelikethis?.

"Lookbaby,iloveYou.IwilltakecareoftheBaby,i

willmakesurethatRitadoesn'tcomenearus.I

wanttobewithyouLuncumo,iloveYouand

nobodyelse.IamsorryIliedtoyou,iamreally

sorry"

"Iforgiveyou"

IgatheredallthecourageIhadandstoodup,itfelt

asifmyfeetwerefailingmeasIwalkedupstairs.

Thisdaywasmeantforustorekindleourlove,i

wantedtoforgetaboutanythingandeverythingand

focusonhim,spendthenightwithhim.Itookmy



weekendbagandwalkeddownstairs.

"CanItakeyouhome?"

Thuthukaasked.

"No,I'mfine"

"Please,iwanttomakesureyouhome"

Hepleadedwithhiseyes.

"No,iamfinethanks"

"Baby,Ncumo"

IwalkedoutwithMusabusyfollowingme,i

requestedanUberandmydriverwas2minutes

away.

"Ncumopleaseletmeexplain"

"Idon'tneedyourexplanationMusa,ineedsome

timetothinkthingsthrough."

Myridewashere.

"GoodbyeMusa"

Igotinsidethecaranditdroveaway.

Tearsfellfrommyeyes,iwashurt.Ididn'twanthim



togethurt,ihadtobeselflessandthinkabouthim,

hishappinessbutheneverthoughtaboutmine.I

waswillingtoletgoofeverythingandbewithhim,i

thoughtabouthim.Iconsideredhisfeelingsfirstifi

weretobreakupwithhim,hurtinghimwasnotan

option,ididn'twanttohurthim.Butheplayedme

sodirty,andheliedtome.HowcanMusadothisto

me?

.

.

.
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"Nanadoyouhaveaminute?"

"Yeahsure"

Iremovedthebagsthatwereontopofthebedand

placedthemonthefloor.

"What'sbotheringyoumyBaby?"

It'sJuneHolidays,actuallytheendofjuneholiday.

IaminEasternCapebutleavingforJohannesburg

Tomorrow.

"Whatdoyoumeanwhat'sbotheringme?"

Mymothersighsandplaceherhandsonmythighs.

"Ncuncuwam,ListenIamamother.Iknowmykids,

iknowyouNcumo.Youhateworkinginthe

SupermarketplustheTaverntoo,butthistimeyou

wouldleavesoearlyjusttobethere,andcome

backlatetired.It'slikeyouwereavoidingmeand

yourfather,thisentire3weeksyou'vebeentoo

busythatIevenforgotyouarehere."

Isighedandheldmytears,I'vebeenkeepingmyself



busyforthese5months,busywithschoolworktillI

finishedmyexams.Assoonasweweredonewith

ourexamswepackedourclothesandleft

Johannesburg,ididn'twanttobethere.

"Ncuncutalktome,iamyourmother.Removethe

Dragonladyinyourmind,iknowyouthinkI'ma

Dragonlady.ButnowremovetheDragonladyand

talktoyourmother,ipromiseIwon'tjudgeyouatall

Iwillgiveyouanadviceasafriendandamother"

Isighed

"RememberKungomusaKhanyile?"

Shenodded

"IwasinaRelationshipwithhim,forsomefew

months.IlovedhimwithmyeverythingorsoI

thought,beforewedatedIwascrushingonhim

hard.SoIdon'thowithappenedwefellinlovewith

eachother,actuallyIwasinlovewithhimway

beforeheknewme.Monthslaterinourrelationship

ImetthisManinDurbanwhenIwentforwork

purposes.YesmomI'mworkingontheside,soI

metthisManandImadefriendswithhim.We



wouldtalkforhoursoverthephone,thingsstarted

changingonmyside.Ifelldeeplyinlovewithhim,in

3daysofknowinghim.Ididn'twanttoseehimhurt,

norsadIwantedhimtobehappyallthetime,each

andeverytimeIwaswithhimthere'ssomethingin

methatmovedthebutterfliesinmystomach.I've

neverfeltthewayIdidwiththatMan,butitturned

outthatheisMusa'sbigbrother.Iknowit'scrazy

right?HeisMusa'shalfbigbrother.Ihadtochoose

theoneIwantedtobewith,icouldn'tbreakthe

newlyformedbrotherhoodbetweenMusaand

Thuthuka.IchoseMusabecauseIwantedtosee

himhappy,ididn'twanttohurthim.PlusIdidn't

wanttochoseThuthukawhomayconsidermeasa

littlesisterorsomethingsoIchoseMusa.Littledid

IknowthepersonI'vechosenhasdonemedirty.He

madehisexgirlfriendpregnant,whenIwasin

DurbanhesleptwithHisexgirlfriendandhemade

herstayathishousefor3weeksandIdidn'tknow

aboutthat.Hetoldmethathishouseisgetting

cleanedupitwasdirty,wehadtomeetupinsome

apartment.Heliedtomemamaandtheonlylogic

explanationwas"Iamsorry"Ididn'tknowwhatto



sayButIforgavehim.ThatwasthelasttimeIsaw

them,ichangednumberscozIdidn'twantanything

associatingmewiththemandIwantedtofocuson

myschoolwork"

Mymotherlookedatmeandsighed

"Youdidgreatbychoosingyourselfandleftthat

situation.Iamalsogladthatyoudidn'tbreak

brothersbutifyoulovethatThuthukaandThuthuka

lovesyoutoochoosewhatmakesyouhappy.

Choosewhatyourheartwant,choosetobehappy

forgetabouthowmayotherpersonfeelaboutyour

decision,youhavetobeselfishforonceinyourlife.

IfthatMusawashonestinthefirstplacehewasn't

goingtolietoyouandputhisexgirlfriendfirstand

forgetaboutyou.Plussleepingwithherwithouta

condomisanotherthing,hedidn'tcareaboutyour

health.ButifyoulovehimandYouwanttobewith

himIwon'tstopyoueitheriwillletyoubeinlifewe

learnthehardway.IfhemakesyouhappywhoamI

tostopyourhappiness?.Butmylovecanyou

pleasefocusonschoolfirstbeforerelationship.I

wantwhat'sbestforyou"



Ihuggedher

"Thankyousomuchmama,ineededsomeoneto

talkto"

"SeeI'mnotaDragonladyafterall"

"Nope,youareaDragonladyandyou'llforeverbe

one"

Webothlaughed

"Nowforoncecomeandjoinyourfamilyforonce,

yourfatherismissingyouinourdinningtable"

"Speakingofmyfather,promisemeyouwon'ttell

himaboutthistalk.ThisisourTopsecret,even

duringpillowTalk,youdon'ttellhimunlessyou

wantmedead"

Shelaughed

"I'myourgirl,trustme.IpromiseIwon'ttellhim"

"Thankyou"

"YouwelcomemyBaby,nowlet'sgointhehouse.

I'msureyoursiblingsandfatherarehungry"

"Iamhungrytoo,iwasgoingtosneakinaround



1amandeatmyfood"

Shelaughed.

"Wehearyou,butwestoppedourselves.Weknew

youneededsometimealone."

"Thankyouforrespectingmeandmyboundaries"

"It'sokayNcuncu,let'sgonow."

"Alright."

Iworemyflopsthenwalkedoutwithmymother.

.

.
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.

"IthinkIknowwhatyouneed."

IlookedatShaka

"WhatdoIneed?"

HesmiledandhandedmehisPhone

"And?"



"Lookatthescreen"

It'sanumberthatIdon'tevenknow

"It'sanunknownnumber"

"Callit,I'mhundredpercentsureitwillmakeyour

day"

"Ineedtoshower,It'sNqaba'sbirthdaysoIhaveto

celebratewithhim."

"CalltheDamnnumberThuthuka!"

Isighedanddialedthenumber,itranged

unanswered.

"Nooneisanswering"

IgaveShakathephone.

"Tryonemoretime"

"No!"

Iwentupstairstoshower.

.

Nqaba'shouseisfullwithlotsandlotsofhotladies

whatwereweexpectingatNqaba'sparty.



"IthinkIlovethisparty"

Shakasaystappingonmyshoulderwalkingahead.

Ishookmyheadandwalkedtomybrothers.

Ilookatmybrothers.

"BrosandBabyDaddy"

Everyonelaughed.

"It'snotFunnyman"

"Butyouareababydaddyandit'saboy"

"Yeah,youright"

Hesmiled,butfrownedatthesametime.Iamsure

he'sthinkingaboutLuncumo,everyonethinksabout

herincludingme.Ithinkabouthereveryday,every

minuteandeverysecond.ButIrespectthespace

shewanted,sheevenchangedherphonenumbers

sothatwecan'treachher.

"Iwanteveryonetogetsometoday,includingyou

babydaddy.Iamsureyouhaven'thadsomein

months"

NqabafireshotsatMusaandustoo.



MusaSmirks,andIcanseeitinhiseyesthathe's

laughingatNqabaInside.Imeanhestayswitha

pregnantwoman,andpregnantwomanlovessex

surelyhe'sgettingsome.

"I'mdefinitelygettingathreesometoday."

Shakasayslookingatallthegirls,ilaughathis

hunger.

"WhataboutyouAdvocate?"

Juniorasked

"SameasyouJunior"

Welaughed,Juniorthinkslikeme.Youwouldthink

hisolderthanMusa,judgingbythewayheactshe's

likeaminime,andIlikethatbutheshouldsmile

often.

"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Nqabaaskedconfused

"Theygettingsome"

ShakaanswersNqaba.

"Thenlet'salldrinktothat!"



Wedownedshotsaftershots!.

IsawthisdarkMelaninskinnedsittedonthecouch

uncomfortablelikeshedidn'twanttobehere,I've

beenwatchingher.She'sbeenholdingthat

Savannadumpiesincethen.

Iwalkeduptoher

"Hey"

"Hello"

Shehasaverysmallvoice.

"CanIseat?"

"Yesyoucan"

Isatnexttoher

"I'mThuthukayouare?"

"Nandi"

Inodded

"Youlooksouncomfortable,wasityourchoiceto

behere?"

Shelaughs



"Younoticed?"

Inodded

"Iwantedabreathoffreshair,somyroommate

decidedweshouldcomehere.Herfriendsinvited

herhere,soIjoinedtoo.Iregretitthough,i

should'vestayedatResandgetboredthere."

"Isthispartyboring?"

"Noit'snot,it'sjustthatIhavenofriendstodrink

with.Theyarebusyhavingthebesttimeoftheir

liveswithguysandI'mhereseatedholdingone

Dumpie."

Inod.

"Icanbeafriendyouknow,comelet'sgetdrunk"

Itookherhandandwewenttothebararea.

"Shotsplease"

Iaskedthebartender

"Shots?"

"Youwanttogetlitright?"



Shelaughsandnod

"ThenI'myourguy"

Wedownedtheshots.

"Thesearenice"

"TheyaremixedwithAmarula"

Shenods.

"Let'stakemore"

Shesuggested

"Yousure?"

Shenods

"10moreshotsmyman"

Thebartenderdelivers

"5,5let'sgo"

Igaveher5andItookmine.Wedownedthemall.

"Wherewereyouallmylife?"

SheaskedandIlaughed

"I'mherenow,that'sallthatmatters"



IgiveheracoldsavannaandItakeaHeineken.

"SotellmeaboutyourselfNandi"

"I'mNandiSibisi,I'mFromKZNpietermaritzburg.

I'mdoingmy1styearinNursingatWitsI'm21

yearsold."

"Mahlase"

Shesmiled

"AndYou?"

"Whataboutme?"

"Whoareyou?"

"ItoldyouI'mThuthuka"

"ThuthukawhofromWhere?"

"ZulufromEmnambithi.I'malawyer"

Shenods

"Wannagetoutofhere?"

"Yeah,afteranother5shots"

"Alright"



Iaskedforanothershotsfromthebartender.

Wedownedtheshots,shetook3SavannaItook

oneHeinekenandwewalkedouttomycar.

"Bafo"

IlookedbackitwasShaka.

"SawubonaMiss"

HegreetsNandi

"Hello"

Shegreetback.

"Here'saphone,thatnumberhasbeencalling.

Whenyouhaveachancepleasegiveacall"

Hehandsmehisphone,5missedcallsfromthe

unknownnumber.

"Iwillcall"

Henods

"Nihambekahle"

HebidesgoodbyeandjogstotheHouse.

"Yourbrother?"



"Yeah,let'sgo"

WegotinsidethecarandIdrovetomyhouse.

.

"Isthisyourhouse?"

Inod

"wowit'sbigandbeautiful"

"Thankyou,doyouneedanything?"

"I'mkindahungry,doyouhavefood?"

"Yeahsure"

Iwenttothekitchenandwarmedupthechicken

Shakaroastedearlieron.

"Chickenandbreadisitfine?"

"Yesthankyou"

Sheseemstobeeasedupandshe'salittlebit

loudernow.I'msurethealcoholhaskickedin.

"Doyouhaveagirlfriend?"

Sheasks,iwaswaitingforthisquestionsinceI

wenttotalktoher,girlsloveaskingthisquestion.



THIRTYFIVE

.
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.

"It'scomplicated."

Ifinallyanswertoherquestionandit'sreally

complicatedandIcan'tevenexplainitmyself.

Shenods

"DoyouhaveaBoyfriend?"

"NoIdon't,ihadonebackathomebuthedidn't

wantmetocomehere.Hemademechoose

betweenhimandwits,ichooseWits.Sowebroke

up,nowI'msingle"

Inod

"What'scomplicated?"

"Youwouldneverunderstandandit'saverylong

storythatican'tevenexplainitmyself"

Shelaughsandnods.



"Aslongasyounotmarried"

"Mhhh"

Shesmiles,shehasaverybeautifulsmilesreminds

meofLuncumo.

IdranktheHeinekenthatIhadinmyhand,shehad

herSavannatoo,ithinkit'sthelastone.

Shecamecloserandsatnexttome.

ShebrushedmythighgoinguptoMageba.

"Youaresohandsome,themosthandsomeman

I'veeverseenorIhavebeenwith."

SheinitiatesthefirstkissandIfollowedherlead.I

placedherontopofmethenliftedherup,iMade

mywaytothenearestguestroomthatwas

downstairs.

Shesmiled,Ikissedhergentlyandplacedheron

topofthebed,Iremovedthedressshewaswearing

andunhookedherBrastillkissingher,iremoved

herwetpanties.Shelookedatmewithherbigeyes.

"Areyousure?"Iaskedhershenodded.



"Idon'tunderstandsignlanguage"

Iwantedhertosayit,thatsheagreestothiswhole

thing.

"Yes,iwantyourightnow."

Thatwasaconfirmationtomesoicontinuedon

kissingher.

ItookoffmyT-shirtandJeansIwaswearingiwas

nowleftwithmybriefs,igentlypartedherlegs

holdinghergazeiinsertedmyfingersandcircled

herclit.Shewasholdingherbreath.

"Breath"

Icommanded,sheletoutaveryloudsigh.

Itookoffmybriefsandtookacondomfromthe

drawers,iinserteditinandrubbedmydi*konher

coochieherwarmwallswelcomedme.

Shescreamedoutloud

"ShouldIstop?"

"Nodon't,you'retoobigthat'swhy.Don'tworryI'll

getthehangofit"



"Okay"

Imovedslowlyandgentlywhileshemoanedmy

nameoutloud,hernailsdugdeepontomybackI

ranmyhandsdownherthighsgrabbingthem

tightly,shethrewherheadback.

"OhmyGodthisisGood,aahhhthu-thuuu"

SheholdsonmetightlyasIthrustindeeperand

faster,herloudmoansfillsupthewholeroom,she's

abouttoreachherorgasmwhensherestherhead

onmyshoulders,IcanfeelthatI'mabouttocumI

holdonhertightly,asIcameinsidethecondom.I

pulledoutandlookather,shelookedshy.

"Don'tbeShy"

Shesmiled

"ThisisthebestsexI'veeverhad,I'mnowsober"

Ilaughed

"Ifeelsosleepy,canIsleeponyourchest?"

"CanIhaveonemoreround?"

Shelaughsandlooksdown.



"WhenI'mawake".

"I'llwakeyouup"

Shenods

"Come"

Shelaysherheadontopofmychestandfalls

asleep.

.

Idrankthewaterandcheckthetime.It's2:34amin

themorningbutIgivethispersonacall.

ThephoneringsunansweredasIwasabouttodrop

thecall.

"Hello"

Mywholebodyfrozejustbyhearinghersleepy

voice.

"Hello"

Sheshoutsloudernow.

"Ncumo"

There'ssilence,icanhearherbreathing.



"Thuthuka,howdidyougetaholdofmynumber?"

"Ihavemyways,imissyou"

Shekeepsquiet,imisshersomuch.Justby

hearinghervoicemakesmehappy.

Isatdownonthecouch.

"Iaskedforspace"

"Igaveyouthespace,iwanttoseeyou."

"I'minEasternCape"

"ShouldIcomethere?"

Shelaughed

"No,there'snoneedcoztodayweleaving."

"SoI'llseeyoutoday?"

"Yeah"

"Don'tyoumissme?"

Shekeptquietagain.

"Luncumo"

"Mhhh"



"Areyounotmissingmerightnow?"

"ImissyouThuthuka."

Asmilecreepedonmyface

"Ican'twaittoseeYou,orhaveyouinmyarms.I

wanttohugyouforthelongesttime"

There'sheavybreathingbutthere'snoresponse.

"Ncums?"

"IheardyouThuthu"

Ismiled

"CanIgobacktosleep?Ifyoudon'tmindofcourse"

"Idon'tmindatall"

"Who'sphoneisthis?cozIknowyournumberby

head"

"It'sShaka'sphone.Thanksforanswering."

"Isawthemissedcall,icalledbackthenumberbut

youdidn'tanswer"

"I'msorry,wewereattendingNqaba'sbirthday

party."



"OhhOkay,tellhimIsaidhappybelatedbirthday."

"AlrightIwilltellhim."

"GoodbyeThuthuka"

"ByeMissJola,IloveYou"

Shedroppedthecall

Ismiled,shestillhavemyheart.MyFirstandlast

love.

.

"Hey,thuthuka!Thuthuka!"

Iwokeup,mywholebodyispaining.

"Yousleptonthecouch?"

"DidI?"

Iaskher,she'swearingmyT-shirt.

"Yeah,whenIwokeupyouweren'tbymyside.I

checkedforYou,andIfoundyousleepinghere."

"Ohh"

"Imadebreakfast"



"YouDid?"

Iaskedshocked,shehasgottenherself

comfortable,toocomfortable.

"Yes,goandrefreshyou'llfindmedownstairs."

"IsShakahere?"

"Who'sthat?"

"Nevermind,letmegoandrefresh"

IwentupstairsandcalledLuncumofirst.

"Hello"

"Youawake?"

"I'monmywaytotheairport"

"DaddyisdrivingYou?"

"Yeah,heisdrivingus.Youawake?"

"I'mcallingyouright?ShouldIcomeandfetchyou

fromtheairport?"

"Nodon'tpushit"

"Iamsorry"



"It'sOkay,I'llseeyoulaterasagreed"

"Okay,haveasafeflight"

"Alrightthanks,goobye"

"Bye"

Idroppedthecallandtookashower.

WherethehellisShaka?Ineedtogetthisgirlout.

Iwentdownstairsshewasalreadyeating.

"Couldn'twaitforyouIwashungry"

"It'sokay"

"Hopeyounotallergictoanything."

"Nah"

Idrankthejuicefirst,thedooropenedShaka

walkedin.

"Bafo,hellomiss"

Hesitsonthetablenexttothisgirlandtookmy

plate.

"Hedoesn'teatbreakfast"



Hesaysmunchingonhisbacon.

"I'msosorryIdidn'tknow"

"It'sOkay,MyBrotherishereatleastsotheplate

didn'tgotowaste."

Shenodsthencontinuedoneating.

IgaveShakaalookthatmean'saveme'.Doesn't

thisgirlknowswhataonenightstandis?

"Didyoucallthenumber?"

Shakaasked

"YeahIdid,thanksBafo"

"DidyoufixthingswiththeMadame?"

Thegirlliftedhereyestolookatme,butIwas

lookingatShaka.

"Yeahwefixedthings,she'sonherwayhere.She

wasinEasternCapebutshe'scomingback"

Idrankthejuice.

"I'mgladyourwifeiscomingback"

Inodded



"ButyousaidyounotinaRelationship!"

Thegirlshoutsatme,what'shernameagain?

"Isaidit'scomplicatedandwhenyousaidaslong

asyounotmarriedIdidn'tsayanythingIjustsaid

Mhh."

"You'resuchadogyazi?Justlikeanyothermen.

You'vegotwhatyouwantedandnowyou'retelling

meyouaremarried.wowMan!"

Shestoodupandmadeherwaytotheguestroom.

Shecamebackwearingthedressshewaswearing

yesterdaywithshoesonherhand,shewasalso

crying.

"Look,iamsorry"

"Idon'tneedyoursorry,ithoughtyouweredifferent

sinceyouhadyourownbeautifulhouse,expensive

caragoodpayingJob.IthoughtI'vefindsomeone

whowillloveme,kantetoyouiwasjustaonenight

stand.SoIdon'tneedyoursorry"

"Alright,letmetakeyouhome!"

"No,givemeamoneyforataxi.Idon'twanttosee



yourfacerightnow."

"OkayletmerequestanUberforyou"

Shekeptquiet,itookoutmyphoneandopenedthe

app.

"What'syourlocation?"

"Braamfontein"

Irequestedforher,herridewas2minutesaway.

"Yourridewillbeherein2minutes"

"I'llgowaitoutside."

"Here'sthemoney"

Itookoutafew200notesandgaveher.

Shewalkedout,ithoughtshewasgoingtogiveme

backthemoneycozitwasalot.

"Whatdoyoudotothesegirls?"

Shakaaskslaughing.

Ishruggedmyshoulders.

"Theyalwayscatchfeelingswithjustonenight.One

dayyou'lltelluswhatYouaredoingwiththesegirls,



ortheygetattractedwiththecarsandmoney."

Ishruggedagain.

"Onabrighterside,didyoureallytalkwith

Luncumo?"

"YeahIDid,thankyouBafoforfindinghernumber"

Henods

"Anythingforyoubro.Soyougoingafteryourbro's

girl?"

"Musamessedupbra.ButifLuncumoagreestobe

inaRelationshipwithme,iwon'trubitOnhisface.

Wewilltrytokeepitlowtillwefindawaytotell

him"

"WhatifLuncumodoesn'tloveyouthewayyou

loveher?Imeanshetriedtohookyouupwithone

ofherfriends."

Ilaughed.

"Alot,butmanifshedoesn'tfeelthesamewayI'll

loveherafar.ImeanwhenIheardMusasayingthat

she'shisgirlfriendiwasshutteredbuthewasthere

beforemesoihadnochoicebuttoholdmy



feelingsandtreatherasafriendaslongasshe's

stillinmylife.I'mnotdoingthistospiteMusaor

somethingbutireallyloveLuncumofromthedayI

laidmyeyesonhercloser,theshockonherface

howscaredshewasthatday.Itwasrightafterwe

tooktheItalianmoney,isawherwalkingaloneandI

wentafterherdidn'tknowshewasthesamegirlI

fellinlovewithhersmilewhenwewereinthat

restaurantinJohannesburgmyheartwasbeating

sofastIknewihadtomakehermywifeandmy

firstpriority.ImetherbeforeIknewMusawasmy

brother,ifellinlovewithherbeforeIknewshe'smy

halfbrother'sgirlfriend.Ireallyloveher"

"WellGoodLuckBafo"

"ThankyouMan!"

"Letmegoshower,istillsmelllikevarsitygirls"

IlaughedShakaisanothercharacter.

"I'llmakemyselfsomethingtoeat."

Helaughed

Itookthefoodthegirlcookedandthrewitaway,i



washedeverythingsheusedImademyselfsome

milkshake.

Ican'twaittoseeLuncumo,5monthswithout

seeinghernorhearinghervoicemademeweak.

.

.

3MoreInsertlaterOn.

.
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.

KUNGOMUSAKHANYILE

.

"Youarelate"

"Iknow,itwasNqaba'sbirthdaypartyyesterdayI

gotdrunkandoverslept."

"Youareluckythedoctorrescheduleusfora

sessionintheafternoon,youcangoandtakea



Showeryousmellofsomecheapperfume."

"Yesma'am."

Iwalkedtomyroomupstairsandtookashower.

AssoonasIfinishedshoweringIworedescent

clothes.

Itookmyphoneandlookedatthescreen,there'sno

daythatpasswithoutmethinkingabouther,sheis

inmymindallthetime..

SheresignedasanInterninourcompanyand

removedourbursaryfrompayingforher,butthe

companyhascoveredupherstudiesforthiswhole

year..

ShewentMIA,theymovedfromthatapartment

theywerestayingat.Shechangedherphone

numbersasWell,itriedtofindawayinseeingher

butshedidn'twantanythingassociatingmewith

her.ThatincludesMigcoboherbrother,heblocked

meineverything,henolongercomestomefor

somebusinessadviceandIdon'tblamehimonebit,

bloodisthickerthanwater.



IagreeImadeamistake,sleepingwithRitawasa

mistake.Itwasamomentofweakness,ishould've

toldLuncumothetruthmaybewewouldstillbea

couplebutIruinedallofthat.Iruinedachanceof

makinghermywife,ofhavingafuturewithher,with

kidsalsopartofourfuture.IguessIdeservethis

punishment,ishould'vecommunicatedwithher,

hadachatwithheraboutRitabeforethings

escalatedbutIguessIwaslateandalifelesson

waslearntthatinaRelationshipyoushouldbe

honestandalwayscommunicatewithyourpartner

evenifit'ssmallthings.Communicationand

HonestyarethekeytoasuccessfulRelationship.

Itookthecarkeysandwalkeddownstairs,Ritawas

eatinganIceCream.

"Ritabilewhatdidisayabouttheicecream?"

"ItwasJust4spoonsMusayho"

"Okay,givemethetubthen?"

Shefrowned

"Ha.aRitadon'ttestme"



SheclosedtheIcecreamtubandhandedittome.

Iwalkedtothekitchenandpouredwaterinsidethe

icecreamtub.

"Musawhatthehell?"

"NomoreicecreamforyouMadame"

"Thisissounfair"

"Let'sgototheDoctor,shewon'tbeableto

rescheduleusagainright?"

Shesulkedandwalkedout,ifollowedherandtook

herbag.

Noonewastalking,sheusuallytalksbutshe'smad

abouttheicecream.

"Youfine?"

"Ya"

"Youdon'tneedanyKFC?Cozin5minutesfrom

Now,wewillpassKFC."

"I'mcravingforsomeBeefburger"

"Howluckyweare,there'sMacDonald'stheretoo"



Sherolledhereyes.

ImadeadrivethruatMacDonald's.

"Thankyou"

"Youwelcome,areyoustillmadatme?"

"Nah,I'mnotmadIwasn'tmadinthefirstplace,i

wasjustsadthatyouruinedmyicecream."

"Butyouknowicecreamisnotgoodforthebaby"

"Butyourbabywantstheicecream"

"Thenhewillhavetowaittillhe's6yearsoldto

haveanIcecream"

"What?Youmustbeonsomecheapdrugsshame.

Mysonwilleaticecreamassoonashestart

callingmemama!"

Ismiled

"Kid'sfirstwordisalwaysDada"

"Yeah,whateverMusa!"

Welaughed.

.



"He'sstillahealthybabyboy.He'sgrowingsofast,

hearhisheartbeatissostrongandbeatingsofast"

DoctorRashidisthebestGynecologistintown,

TakingRitahereIknowmyboyisinsafehands.

"Thankyousomuch,can'tbelieveRitais6months

pregnantnow.Only3monthsleft."

"ThisisherlastTrimester,thingsmaychangeabit,

shemaygivebirthprematurelyandthistrimester

willbeherworst.Crampsandfalsecontractions,

youwillhavetobethereforherallthetime.

OtherwiseyourBoyisstillingoodshape."

"ThankyousomuchDoctor."

"Alright,I'llseeyounextmonthforyourcheckup"

"Alright,staywellandenjoytherestofyourday."

"ThankyouMrKhanyile,youenjoyyourstoo."

ItookthevitaminsthenheldRita'shand.She'sbeen

lookingatthebabyscansthisentiretime.

WegotInsidethecar.

"ThankyousomuchRitabileforgivingmethisgift



oflife.IreallyappropriateIt,aftereverythingI'veput

youthrough,ireallyappreciateit."

"It'sokay.Iamsorrytoo,ididn'tmeantobreakyour

RelationshipwithAzania,ijustwantedyouherefor

yourchildthat'sall.Ididn'twantyouback,stilldon't

wantyouback."

"It'sOkay,yougavemetheworldmostpreciousgift,

Luncumodoesn'twantanythingtodowithmeandI

understand."

"Youloveherright?Sowhydon'tyoufightforher?"

"Idon'tknowRita,idon'thavethefightingspirit.It

seemslikeI'mfightingandI'mloosingthebattle

beforeIevenstartfighting.Iwillletherbehappy,

shedeservesit."

"Yousogrownmaan"

"Packsofbeingafather!"

"uWhoajustdriveMusa!"

WebothlaughedasIdroveoff

.



.

LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

"SisI'mgoingtoJeremie'sapartmentIthinkI'll

comebacklateron,butI'llcallandtellyouifI'mnot

comingback."

"Okaybye"

"PleasedropmeinBraamfonteinMigcobo,iam

meetingmyfriendstheretoo."

"Lockthedooronyourwayout,andSikieyoucome

backhome.There'snosleepingoverforyou,you

stillonprobation."

"ButSis,wehave1weekbeforetheschoolreopens.

Thisissounfair,soMigcobomustgoandhavefun

andmusn'tcomebackifhewantsbecausehe'sa

Man?"

"AsIsaidyoustillonprobation,younotsupposed

togoandmeetyourfriendseven,iamfeelingkind

heartedtoletyougomeetyourfriendssoyoung

ladydon'tmakemechangemymind."



"Alrightfine,I'llbebackbefore12am."

"Before11pm"

"Fine"

"Lockthedooronyourwayout,Migcobodrive

safelywithmycar."

"Sure,byesis"

"Bye"

Theyleft,I'vejustshoweredsoallIneedrightnow

ismybed.

Myphoneringsit'sMery.

"MeryChristmas"

"Tellmeyouarehome,imissyou.Lornahasbeena

stranger,shedoesn'tsleepathomethesedays!"

"YeahI'mhome,youcancome"

"AlrightI'monmyway"

Shedroppedthecall..

IcalledThuthuka

"Hello"



"Hey,yougood?"

"YeahI'mGoodandYou?"

"I'mGoodtoo,aboutusmeetinglateroncanwe

meettomorrow?I'llcometoyourplace"

"Whyarewechangingtheplans?"

"Myfriendsarecomingoversotheywon'tleave

anytimesoon."

"Ohokaycool,I'llcallyoulaterthen"

"AlrightBye"

"Bye"

IdroppedtheCall,I'mdreadingonmeetingwith

Thuthuka.

OnethingIknowisthatIwanttobeclosetohim,

andhavemyselfinhisarmsthat'sallthatIwant.

ButIcan'thelpbutthinkaboutMusa,onwhathe's

goingtosayaboutmyrelationshipwithThuthuka.

I'msurehewillthinkI'musingThuthukaasa

revengeonwhathehasdonetome,buthewon't

knowItrulyloveThuthukawithallofmyheart.This

wholethingisamess,thesepeoplearebrothersI



canstartawarbygettingintoaRelationshipwith

Thuthuka,buttheheartwantswhatitwantsand

thatisThuthuka!

.
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LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

"Heywelcome"

HeopenedthedoorfullysothatIcanenter.

Hewaswearingsweatpantswithnothingontop,it

lookslikehewasfromthegymorhewasbusywith

whateverhewasbusywith.

"DidIcomeinthewrongtime?"

"No,JustgotbackfrommyusualrunandIdecided

todoalittlebitoflegworkandsomestomach.

Didn'tknowyoucomingthisearly."



"Iamsorry,Justdecidedtocomeinthemorning"

"It'sOkay,letmegoandtakeaShower.Youcan

makeyourselfcomfortable,youknowyourway

around."

"I'llgoandmakesomebreakfast."

"YoucanmakesomeforyourselfandShaka,idon't

eatbreakfast."

"Alright"

Hewalkedaway.

Thatwasawkward.

Icouldn'tstopthinkingabouthim.Thenight

seemedlong,whenthesunrisedItookabaththen

drovestraighthere,iwantedtoseehim.

Iwenttothekitchen,hiskitchenissoclean.

Itookoutalltheingredientsneededforbreakfast

andstartedwiththebreakfast.

"Smellsnicehere,NcumsHey"

"Shaka,hi"



"I'msosurprisedtoseeyouheresoearly,ithought

itwasma'amPetty.She'sourcleaninglady."

"It'sme,sosorrytotakeoverthekitchen"

"Noit'sokay,I'mjustshockedthat'sall,butI'mglad

youhere.It'sbeenquitealongtime.Howyou've

been?"

"Great,JustgotbackfromEasternCapewentthere

forholidaysandtorefreshmymind.Neededthe

peacethatcomeswithbeingathomeandin

EasternCape."

Henodsandsettleddown.

Idishedupforthebothofus.

"Asyourfriend,waitwestillfriendsright?"

Ilaughed

"YeswestillfriendsShaka"

"Soasiwassayingasyourfriend,tellmedidyou

dealwithyourbreakupwithMusa?"

"YeahIdid,iknowwhatIwantandI'mstandingfirm

onmydecision."



Henods

"I'mgladyoudo.OnceagainI'msogladtoseeyou

here"

"It'salwaysapleasure"

"AmIgoingtoseeyouhereeverymorning?"

Ilaughed

"Noyouwon't"

"Aahhsosad,iwasenjoyingeatingbreakfastwith

you.Iusuallyeatalone,ithoughtIhaveabreakfast

partnernow."

"Sorryfriend,butgetusedineatingalone."

"Letmegotowork,thankyousomuchforthe

breakfast"

"Wheredoyouwork?"

"AtJ&CITcompanyinSandton."

"You'reanITspecialist?"

"Thebestofthebest,henceitwassoeasytoget

yournumber"



"Soitwasyou?"

"Fromthemomentyouchangedyournumber,i

didn'tgiveittoThuthukabecauseIwantedyouto

haveyourtimealonewithnoonerushingyouinto

something,sothatyoucanthinkaboutwhat'sbest

foryouandaboutyourhappiness."

"Thankyouforrespectingthat."

"It'sokay,anythingforyoufriend"

"Okaynowgooryou'llbelate"

"Whyareyouchasingmeout?"

"Yousaidyougoingtowork,ithoughtyou'llbelate.

Ifyounotlatethenyoucanstay,iamnotchasing

you."

"NahI'mlate,ByeNcums"

Hewalkedout.

"Bye"

Ishoutedandlaughed,Shakaissomethingelse.

Iwashedtheplatesandcleanedthekitchen.



What'stakingThuthukasolongtoshower?

IwenttotheloungeandswitchedontheTV,i

watchedTheChallengeonMTV.

Whyishisshowertakingthislong?

"I'msosorryItooklong,iwasonabusinesscall."

Heexplainsassoonashereachesme

"It'sokay"

Hesatdownnexttome.

"Howyou'vebeenNcums?Youlookgoodbythe

way."

"Thankyou.Greatthankyouforasking,whatabout

you?"

"I'vebeengoodbutImissedyousomuch."

"Iamherenow"

"Iamglad"

Hesmiledatme,thismanissohandsome.

"Comehere"

Hepattedhisthighs



"Where?"

"Onmythighs"

Iwidenedmyeyes.

"What?"

"Wozala"

Hetookmyhandsandplacedmeontopofhim.

Heheldmyhands.

"Umuhleyazi"

Hebrushedmycheeks,thankyouBraGIamdark

skinned,thisManwillbethedeathofme.

"FromthefirsttimeIlaidmyeyesonyousomething

inmemovedbutIignoredit.Youwereina

Restaurantwithyourfriends,whatcaughtmy

attentionthemostwasyourbeautifulsmile.You

wereanAngelinmyeyes,themostbeautifulAngel,

toldmyselfIwon'taskforyournumbersbutshould

ithappenthatiseeyouagainI'lldefinitelyaskfor

yournumbers.WhenIsawyouinDurbanIcouldn't

believemyeyes,iknewitthatungowamiwena,

umfaziwami.Iwasn'tbotheredbythefactthatyou



wereinaRelationshipcozIknewukuthiungowaka

Zuluwena.IwassoshatteredwhenIcameto

realisethatyou'reMusa'sGirlfriend.Whenyousaid

youlovedmeattheairportmyheartwasbeatingso

fastthatIgottenseafterhearingthosewordsfrom

you.Thebrotherattheenddidn'tmeananythingto

me,cozIknewIhadyourheartalready.Ihadto

stepbackbecauseMusawasinthepicture,ihadto

loveyouafar.Rememberwhenyouaskedmeif,i

havebeeninlove?IsaidYes,butIloveagirlI

couldn'tgetbecauseshe'swithsomeoneandIhave

toloveherafarandletherbehappy,myfirstand

Lastlove.Thegirlwasyou,butIcouldn'tgetyou

becauseyouwerewithmybrother.NotthatI'm

rejoicingbecauseyouarenotwithMusaanymore,

butI'mgladheslippedbecauseasmuchasihadto

letyoubehappyitwasgoingtohurtmeinside.

NgiyakuthandaLuncumo,kazengakuthandafrom

thedayIlaidmyeyesonyou.Ngifunaubengowami,

iwanttoloveyoulikeyou'veneverbeenloved

before."

Hewipedthetearsinmyeyes.



Ilaidmyheadonhischest.

"PleaseallowmetoloveyouMaJola,allowmeto

takecareofyourheartandprotectit."

Iholdonhimtightly.

"PromisemeonethingThuthuka"

"Andthatis?"

"PromisemethattheonlytearsI'llbecryingwillbe

thetearsofJoy.Promisemethatwhenyoudon't

wantmeanymoreyouwilltellmeandsparemethe

embarrassmentandheartbreak.Promisemeyou

willloveme,andonlyme.Ifyoucan'tfulfillthese

promisesthenIwon'tbehavinganyrelationship

withyou."

"Ngibheke,LookatmeNcumo."

IlookedatHimwithmybluryeyesight

"Ipromiseyou,ipromiseIwon'tbreakyourheart,i

promiseyouthattheonlytearsyou'llbecryingwill

bethetearsofJoyandIpromisetoloveyouand

onlyyou."

Hesmiledandwipedthetearsagain.



ArghI'msuchacrybaby.

"IloveyouThuthuka,somuch.Iloveyouwithallmy

heart,I'veneverlovedaManthewayIloveyou.I've

neverfeltthiswaywithaMan.Don'tbreakmy

fragileheart."

"Wozangiphuze"

Ismiledandkissedhim.

Hislipsweresosoftandverycold.

Icouldn'tcontrolthebutterfliesinmytummy,and

myveryfastheartbeat.

"NgiyakuthandaLuncumoAzaniaJola,soontobe

Zulu"

"Iloveyoutoo,ThuthukaZulu"

"NowsleepinyourMan'sChest"

"Can'tbelieveI'minSnakepark"

"Where?"

"EsifubeniSendoda"

Heshookhishead.



"Ama2000,withthesenewconceptsofyours"

Ilaughed.

Iaminahappyplace.

.

.

SosorrythatIdidn'tpostduringtheday.

IamsoBusyBathong,pleaseforgiveme.

.

Ifyouhaven'tjoinedtheGroup,pleasedoJoin.

.
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HaveaGoodNight

THIRTYEIGHT

.

SIKELELWA"SIKIE"JOLA

.

"Soearlyinthemorning?I'mshooketh"



She'sdramaticthisone,it'snoteventhatearlyit's

11am.

"Siswentout,don'tknowwhenshe'scomingback,

Migcobodidn'tsleepathomesoidecidedtovisit

too"

Isatnexttoher,Nandiismyfriend.Theclosest

friendIhadwhenIfirststeppedinatwits.Wedoing

Nursing,wemetonourfirstDay,wewerelostthat's

howwemeteversincethatDay,we'vebeentight.

She'solderthanme,shetookgapyearcozofa

Relationshipbackhome,shewasheldbackbya

Boyfriendwhodidn'twanttoseeherbeing

successful.

"OhthankyouforvisitingmyboringRoom"

"Iwashereyesterday,youweren'there"

"Iwasnursingmybrokenheart"

"WiththatloserofyoursfrombackHome?Ithought

wedealtwiththat"

"Honey,iwentoutwithLeratoandherfriends.DidI

notmeetthemosthandsomeman?Didhenotgive



methebestsexintheworld?YhoShameheismy

dreamman"

"Thenwhybrokenheartifyousayhe'shandsome

andyourdreamman?"

"He'smarried,whenIaskedhimatnightbeforewe

sleeptogetherhedidn'tsayhe'smarriedbutsaid

it'scomplicated."

Ilaughed

"SoHesmashedandinthemorninghetoldyouhe's

married?"

"Bra,ifitwasnotforhisbrotherIwouldn'thave

known."

"Shamemyfriend.Youwillbefine,menaretrash

anyways."

"Yeah,butI'mnotgivinguponthatguy.Iknowhis

house,onehellaofabeautifulhousetoo.I

imaginedmyselfstayingthere,isearchedhimon

eachandeverysocialnetworkDololo,can't

Tholakalalikecan'tfind."

Ilaughed



"WashethatGood?"

"Honeyyouhavenoideachomii,ifeltlikeavirgin

again."

"Didyouatleastusecondom?"

"YousoundlikeyourSisterrightnow.Butyeahwe

diduseacondom"

"Speakingofthatone,iwantyoutomeether.She

knowsMigcobo'sfriendjeremiebutshedoesn't

knowyoumyfriend."

"SoyouwantmetomeettheDragonLady?"

"She'snotthatbad,she'sjustanoverprotective

sisterthat'sall.Plusshe'sthemosthilariousperson

I'veeverseen,she'ssofuntobearound"

"Ihopeshewon'tthinkI'mlerato"

Leratoistheonewhoinfluencedmeintodating

olderMen,she'sintothat.

"Noshewon't,youtheonlytruestfriendIhavehere.

Morelikeabestie"

"Thenhelpmegetthisman,ipromiseyouwhenI'm



RichI'lltakeyoutoBali"

IlaughedNandinjeisanotherperson.

"Iwillmyhoney,I'llsurelyhelpyou"

"ThenwhenarewemeetingyourSister?"

Ilaughed

"HowaboutforDinner?"

"Shewillcook?"

"Yeahifshe'shomecozsheleftearlyinthe

morning."

"Wheredidshegointhemorning?"

"I'msureshewenttoherexboyfriend'sbrother."

"Exboyfriend'sbrother?Todowhattobegfora

Loveback?"

Ilaughed

"No,idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtherebutIthink

theyaredatingbuttheyarehidingit."

"Whyisshedatingherexboyfriend'sbrother?From

brothertoanother?Yho!"



"Shedidn'tknowtheyarebrothers.Shemetthebig

brotherwhenshewasinaRelationshipwiththe

youngerbrother.Shefellinlovewiththebigbrother

notknowingthetruth.Whenshewasabouttoend

thingswiththeyoungerbrothershefoundedoutthe

truththatthey'rebrothers.Halfbrothers,theyonly

shareamother."

"Yhoshit,that'sthehardestthing.Butifhelovesthe

bigbrotherthenshemustgethim,theheartwants

whatitwants."

"Exactly."

"Let'sstoptalkingaboutyourSister,andlet'stalk

aboutyou!"

"I'mstillSingleNandi."

"Noworrieswewillbesisterwives,MrHottiehasa

brotherthatishandsome.Wecangetmarriedinthe

samefamilyIwouldlovethat."

"NothanksI'llpass"

"Don'tsayIdidn'tplugyou."

Ilaughed



"SoanyplansongettingMrHottie?"

"How'sthisplan?Igotohishousepretendingtobe

drunk,I'llsprinklemyselfwithalcoholthengotohis

place,I'llpretendtobestillangryathimforlyingto

meabouthishouseandtellhimhowIfeelabout

him."

"That'sriskydon'tyouthink?Whatifyoufindthe

wifehome?"

"I'llpretendasifI'mlost,aslongashe'sgoingto

seeme.HewillknowwhatI'mcapableof,allIwant

isforhimtobemyblesserthat'sall.Ijustwant

moneyandflashylifestyle."

"Pleasebecarefulinwhateveryoudo,sometimes

peopleain'tasniceastheylook.Theycouldbe

dangerousyouknow."

"He'sofLaw,he'salawyer.He'sjustaHotmanthat

sleepswithvarsitystudents,andhe'snotthatold.

I'msurehe'sinhislatetwenties"

Inodded

"Justbecareful."



"Iwillbecarefulbabes,don'tworry.Wewilleatand

spendthemoneytogether,I'vegotyoubaby."

Ilaughed

"Pleasedon'tdream!"

"Don'tbesuchamoodspoiler."

Ilaughed

"Imissedyou"

Shesmiled

"Missedyoutoo,alot".

.

.

SIMBULELE"LELE"DYASI

.

"Lele"

IlookatmySupervisorGraceandsmiled.

"YesMa'am"

"Youhaveacallfromhome"



Isigh,callsfromhomearenevergoodespecially

withmysickmother!

Itakethephonefromher

"I'llgiveyousomespace"

Inodsheleavesmeinheroffice.

"Hello"

"Leleyouneedtocomehome,Mamaisinhospital

andIcan'tlookafterKhanyaIhaveschool

tomorrow."

Isigh

"I'llbetheretomorrowmorning,beforeyouleavefor

school"

"Okaysisibye"

"Bye"

Idroppedthecall.

"Iseverythingfine?"

GraceismySupervisor,she'saverynicelady.She

understands,iamherfavouritesinceIworkhard.I



workataGrapeVineyardit'smorelikeaFarmora

Plaas,westayhereandleaveonlyonweekends

andit'sMondaytoday.Wejustgotbacklastnight.

"MymotherisinhospitalmysisterisdoingGrade

12shecan'tlookaftermydaughter.Ihavetogo

backhome"

"It'sokayLele,youareoneofourhardworkershere.

Youarededicatedandwedon'thaveanyproblems

withyou.Icanaskmyhusbandtodriveyoutothe

Ranksincewe'refarfrompeople."

"ThankyousomuchGrace,mayGodBlessyou."

"Here'saR500buysomefood"

"Thankyou"

"I'llgotomyhusband,goandfixyourclothes"

"Alright"

ItookofftheOverallIwaswearing.

.

"Mama!Mama!"

Mycutelittlegirlscreamedassoonasshesawme.



"KhanyakaMamakhe"

Shegiggled.

Itookherintomyarms.

"HeyBigsis,iamsolateforschool"

Zamaquicklyworeherblazerandtookherschool

bag.

"Herebuyyourselfsomelunch"

IgaveheraR50.

"Thankyousis,Bye.I'llseeyoulater,iwillcome

backlateIhaveaDebatetoattend."

Inodded.

Zamaisourhopefromthisfamily,she'sclever.She

hasreceivedoffersfromthebestuniversities,she

wantstostudyLaw.She'sabeastinDebate,she

wantstodopoliticalLawandI'm100%behindher

allourhopesareinher.

IgotpregnantwhenIwasstillinVarsity,iwas

doingmy2ndYearinPsychologyandiwas

dedicatedatschoolihadgoodgradebutallofthat



changedwhenIfellpregnantwithKhanya.Ihadto

dropoutandtakecareofmyfamily,andIdon'tthink

Iwouldgetbacktoschoolnow,I'mtoooldandI

haveresponsibilities.

Khanyais6yearsoldnowshewillbeturning7this

year.

"Mama,Lambile"

Mycutemunchkin.

IkissedheronthecheekandmadeWitbixforher.

"IloveyouNana"

Shelaughedwiththepapfullonhermouth.

"SwallowyourfoodKhanya,don'tbeabadgirl"

Shegiggled.

"IloveyoutooMamaKhanya"

Ismiledandkissedheronemoretime.

Ihavetowashandgovisitmymotherinthe

hospital.

Idon'tknowthevisitinghours,soIhavetogoearly



sothatIknowthevisitinghours.

.
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"Ithoughtyouwerenotcomingback"

IdroppedthecarkeysontopoftheTable.

"I'msorryIwasheldupsomewhere,isMigcobo

back?"

"Hesaidhe'sonhisway"

Inoddedandsatdown

"Iinvitedsomeonefordinner"

Ilookedather.



"Who'sthat?"

ItbetterbenotaMan

"MyfriendNandi,ijustwantyoutomeetherthat's

all."

Inod

"Thenyoucanstartcooking,I'mgoingtorestfora

littlebit"

"Canweorderin?CozI'mlazytocook"

"Yeah,youI'lltransfermoneyintoyouraccountcoz

Idon'thavecashwithme."

"Okay"

Itransferredsomemoneytoherthenwalkedtomy

room.

IstillsmelllikeThuthuka,hiscologneisalloverme.

Itookmyphoneandcalledhim.

"SthandwaSam"

Iblushed,hearinghimsayingsuchwordstome

soundssoforeign.



I'msousedinhimcallingmeMissJola,Miss

JohannesburgandLittlesister,notSthandwaSam

butitfeelssogoodanditmakesmefeelsoGuffy.

"Babyareyoustillthere?"

Ichuckled

"Yes,ijustwantedtotellyouI'mhomeandI'm

safe."

"Ohokay.I'mworkingonthecasesImissedtoday."

"Iamsorryabouttoday,ididn'tmeantooverstay

andletyouskippingworkbecauseofme."

"Nonsense,iwouldskipworkforyouanydayas

longasI'mwithyou."

Ismiled

"OkayletmenotkeepYou,doyourwork"

"Okay,I'llcallyoubeforeIsleep.IloveyouOkay?"

"Iloveyoutoo"

"Alrightbye"

"Bye"



Idroppedthecallallsmiles.

IchangedtheclothesIwaswearingandwore

somethingcomfortableandwarm.It'swinter,and

Johannesburgkeepsonraining.

Iwalkedtothelounge,Migcobowasseatedthere

alonewatchingsoccer.

"Hey"

"Hisis"

Isatnexttohim.

"YouGood?"

"YeahIamgreat,andyousis?"

"Iamgoodtoo"

Henods

"SiscanIaskyousomething?"

Ilookedathim,helookssoserious.

"Yeah,youcanask"

"Howdoyouknowifsomeoneisrightforyou?I

meanifyoucantrusttheperson."



Ismiled

"AreyouinloveMigcobo?"

Helaughed

"Ithinkso,butI'mtooyoungtobefallinginlove.I

meanI'mdoingmyfirstyear,I'minVarsitystill19

yearsold.Itcan'tbethatserioussoIdon'twantto

wastethegirl'stimeandbreakherheartcozIknow

Iwillbreakitcoziwon'tstayloyalandlimitmy

chancesofhavinhfun."

"Thenwhydidyouaskmethatquestion?"

"Ijustwantedanswers,butIdon'tthinkIneedthem

fornowsodon'tanswer."

Ilaughed

"Justknowonething,thisisJohannesburg.Not

everycutegirlyouseeisclean,somearesickand

someareevensellingthemselvesforsomereasons

wedon'tknow.Ijustwantyoutobecareful,ihad

thesametalkwithSikieandthatdoesn'tmeanI'll

excludeyoubecauseyouareaMan.Peopleget

sickbeitaWomanorMankonkenjekuyafana,it's



allthesame.SopleaseuseProtection,useCondom

evenifit'sirritatingyou.It'sforyourownhealthand

safety,justbewiseandcareful."

Henoddedandsmiledatme.

"DidIevertellyouthatyouarethemostbeautiful

womanI'veeverseenandthebestsisterinthe

wholewildworld?"

Ilaughed

"I'veneverheardyousaythat."

"Wellyouarethemostbeautifulwomaninmyeyes,

sogorgeous.YouarethebestsistereverandIlove

yousisi"

Ismiled,thisisthefirsttimeMigcobohassaid

somethingthissweettomewithouthimwanting

somethinginreturn.

"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihuggedhim.

"Okay,siblingsourguestishere"

"Thengoandopen"



Shewalkedtothedoor

"Isshebringingaboy?"

Ilaughed

"DoyouthinkIwouldallowthat?"

"Notever"

"It'sagirl."

Henods.

Sikiecameinsidewalkingwithadarkskinnedgirl,

sheisbeautiful.

"GoodEvening"

"Evening"

MigcoboandIgreetedback.

"UhmSisithisismyFriendNandiandNandithisis

myBigSisterLuncumoandmytwinbrother

Migcobo."

"It'snicetomeetyousis'ncumoandYouMigcobo."

"It'sapleasuretomeetyoutooNandi.Comelet'sgo

totheDiningtable."



Migcobowasonhisphone,wesatdownonthe

table.

Sikiedishedoutforeveryone.

"SoNanditellusaboutyourselfandwhereyou

from."

"I'mNandiSibisiI'mFromKZNinPitermaritzburg.I

grewupthere,I'm21yearsoldandI'mdoingmy1st

yearinNursingwithSikelelwa."

Inodded

"Whodoyoustaywithbackhome?"

"Bothmyparents,2bigbrothersandayounger

sister"

Inodded.

"Areyoupartofthegirlsthatdatessugardaddies?"

"No,iamnotpartofthat."

"Okay,I'maskingthatsimplybecauseIdon'twant

mylittlesistertoassociateherselfwithsuch

friends.Imeanshehasherentirelifeinherhands,

schooltoattend.Idon'tjudgetheirlifestyle,cozI



don'tknowthereasonbehind.Maybeitisa

situationbackhomeIdon'tknow.Sikiedoesn't

haveanybadsituations.Inonecalltoherfather

askingformoneyhewillgiveher,soremovingher

fromsuchfriendswasforhertofocusonher

schoolworkandherdegree,that'sallthatmatters.I

don'twanthertobeinfluencedinsuchlifestyle,and

Iwon'tallowhertobeinfluencedaslongasI'mstill

alive,iwanthertohavefunlikeanyothergirlinher

age.Iamnotsayingshemusn'tdate,butshemust

dateheragematesandlivethelifeaccordingtoher

agethatIwon'tstopherbutguidehersameas

Migcoboaswell.Y'allcanhaveallthefuninthe

worldbutrememberthatyouarestillyoungand

thatyoustillhavemoretimetolive,thatwon'tstop

youfromhavingfunandbeingcarefulatthesame

time.IcareaboutyouandI'llalwaysbeherefor

you."

Everyonenods,thatmeanstheyagreewithme.

"Iunderstandsisi,butI'mnotliketheotherfriends,

evenmyaimistostudyandgetmydegree.Youare

right,wemusthavefunandenjoylifecautiously



andcarefully.Iwon'tleadSikelelwaastraysheis

myonlyloyalandtrustworthyfriendIhaveherein

Johannesburgsoyoudon'thavetoworrywhenshe

iswithme."

Inod

"That'sgoodthen,it'snicetoknowyouKeNandi"

Dinnerwentonitwasnice,thisNandigirlseems

likeaNicegirlbutIamwatchingher,Sikiecan'tbe

havingbadinfluence.Shemustnotbeinfluenced,i

knowSikielovesthingsandshecanbeeasily

influencedsoIhavetowatchherclosely.

.

Myphonebeepedit'samessagefromThuthuka.

"Pleasecomeoutside."

Icheckedthetimeit's11pmatnightwhatishe

doinghere?

Iworemysleepersandmygown.

Iwentoutside,it'ssocoldandit'sdrizzling.

"Whatareyoudoinghereatnight?"



"Iwantedtoseeyou,iwasmissingyou."

"Butyousawmethewholeday"

"IGuessIhadtocheckifiwasn'tdreaming,and

thatyoureallyaremygirlfriend."

"IloveyouThuthukaandIamyourgirlfriend,you

weren'tdreamingatall.Allthoughitfeelslikea

dream,youarenotdreamingit'sareality."

Icuppedhisfaceandkissedhimonhislips.

"IloveyoutooSthandwaSam,youright.Iamnot

dreamingthisisareality.ButIstillcan'tbelieveit."

"Youbetterbelieveitsir,andIamnotgoing

anywhere,andiyindawo"

"Wheredidyouthinkyouweregoing?Yourightyou

notgoinganywhere.Youareminetilldeathdous

apart."

Ismiledathim,he'ssuchadream.

"OkaynowthatI'veseenyou,letmedriveback

home.Iwillsurelysleeppeaceful."

Ismiled



"Metoo,iwillsleeppeacefulknowingthattheman

thatIloveiswithmeandweareinaRelationship."

"ThankyouforgivingmeachanceNcumo,thank

youforgivingmeaplatformtoloveyouandmake

youhappy.Thankyouforbeingahugepartofmy

life,Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoumore,thankyoutooforcominginmy

Life."

"AlrightletmegetmyGoodnightkissandleave."

Ilaughed.

Wekissed

"Goodnightbabe"

"Goodnightmylove,pleasecallwhenyouarriveat

home."

"Iwill"

Ipeckedhislipsthenwalkedout,iranintothe

housesinceitwasnowraining.

.

It'srainingsoheavilyIdon'twanttogetoutofmy



car.

IamsonervousIamthinkingofdrivingbackand

gosleepinmycomfortablebed,butIdecidednotto.

Ifinallygatherthecourage,iopenedthedoorand

lockedmycar.

ThankGodI'mwearingsneakersImakeafastrun

tothedoor.

Iringabell.

Myhandsareshaking,myheartisbeatingsofast.

TheDooropensandtheSmilehehadonhisface

turnedintoafrown,averyconfusingunreadable

face.

"Ncumo"

Iswallowmysalivaandclearedmythroat.

"Musa"

Isayloudenough!.

.

.



50+COMMENTSonthisInsert.

.

Stillbusy,iwillwritewhenican.

Lovey'all

FORTY

.

LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

"Pleasecomein"

InoddedandwalkedInside,hishousewassowarm

itwasn'tfreezingjustlikeoutside.

Ritawasseatedonthecouchwithfleeceblanket

coveringherup.

"OhLuncumohi"

Shewassoshockedtoseemeandnervoustoo.

"Hello"

Isatatafarcouchawayfromthem.



"Doyouneedanythingtodrinkcoffeeoryour

favouriteHotchocolate?"

Musaoffered

"NoI'mfinethanks,iwantedtotalktoyou

privately."

"Ohsorry,letmegiveyoutwosomespace"

Ritastoodupwiththefleecestillcoveringher.

Herpantiesdroppedonthefloor,shepickedthem

up.Itwasevidenttheywerehavingsexortheyhad

sexandnowtheywerecuddling.

Shefinallywalkedupstairsanddissaperead.

Musacameandsatclosertome.

"LookIamsorryLuncumo."

"WhyMusa?"

IjustneedanswerstoletgoofthisRelationshipfor

good.IwashappyinthisRelationshipandIwon't

justforgetaboutiteasily.Ijustneedclosurethat's

all.

"Itwasamistake,ididn'tmeantosleepwithher.I



promiseyouNcumo,Itwasamistake."

Inodded

"Thenwhydidn'tyoutellmeRitawasback?Imean

youwould'veavoidedthatmistakeofyoursto

happen"

"IwasscaredthatIwilllooseyou."

"Andyouloosedme,sowhycouldn'tyourisktelling

me?"

"Iwasgoingtotellyou,whenthetimewasright.But

Ritabeatmeintoit"

Inodded

"It'sokayMusa,iamnotangryatyou.Iwillneverbe

angryatyounever.Iamhappyforyou,iamhappy

thatyouaregoingtobeafathersoon.

CongratulationsMusa,iamhappyforyou."

"Luncumopleasedon'tdothis"

"IamreallyhappyforyouMusa,youaregoingtobe

afather.Iamcongratulatingyou"

"WellThankYou"



Inodded

"MusaiWantyoutohearthisfrommeandnotfrom

anyone.IaminaRelationship,ihavemovedonjust

likeyou.YouhadyourfairchanceandYouruinedit,

nowIwantyoutoallowmetobehappyjustasyou

arehappywithRita.Iamnotheretorubmy

relationshipinyourfacebutIwantyoutoletmego,

letmegofromyourheart.Letmegomywayand

spreadmywings,sothatIcanbehappythat'sall

thatIwant."

Henodswipinghistears

"IloveyouLuncumo,iwillneverstoplovingyou.I

amlettingyougobecauseIloveyouandiwantyou

tobehappy,idon'twanttostandbeforeyour

happiness.Iamhappythatyouareina

Relationshipbutsadthatyou'vemovedonwithout

hearingmyexplanation,butIgetyou.Icouldn't

explainwhyIdidthatcoztherewasnoreason

behindit,itwasjustamistake."

Iheldhishands

"IwillalwaysbeafriendtoyouMusa,nowplease



focusonRitaandyourunbornchild.Theyneedyou

themost,youhaveyourfamilynow.Therewill

neverbeMusaandNcumoagain,itended.Itwasa

greatjourney,ienjoyedbeingcherishedandloved

byyou,ienjoyedeverybitofourRelationship.The

sparkthatwehad,it'snotthereanymoreandwe

can'tforceit.It'sdone,youandIarehistorynow.I

wishyouallthebestKungomusa."

Ikissedhimonhisforehead,andbrushedhishad.

"GoodbyeMusa"

Istoodupandwalkedtothedoor.

"Ncumo"

Iturnedback

"Iwishyouallthebestinyourlife."

"Thankyou"

Iopenedthedoor.

ThefreezingwindgivesmeashockassoonasI

steppedout.

Igotinsidemycaranddroveoff.



Theweightonmyshouldershavebeenliftedoff,i

feelfreerightnow..

IcanfinallyloveThuthukawholeheartedlywithout

anydoubtsaboutmypastrelationship.

Butonethingthatwillmesseverythingisthat,he's

Musa'sbigbrother.

Andwhenthetruthcomes,itwillbeawaritwon't

benice.Idon'tevenknowwhattodonorsayabout

thissituation.IwishIcouldunrelatethem,because

Idon'twanttocomeinbetweenbrothers.Butwe

can'tchoosewhotolove,theheartwantswhatit

wants!.

Butwillcrossthatbridgewhenweapproachit.

.

.
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.

"Mama,whyareyoucrying"

Ilookatmywombandsmiledather.



"Mamaisinpain,butshe'saverystrongbiggirl.

Shewillbefine"

"Ismamacomingwithflue?"

Ismiledandnodded

"Yeahbaby"

TheDooropensZamawalkedinlookingtired.

"Siswhat'swrongwhyareyoucrying?"

Hervoiceisshakingasshe'saskingthisquestion.I

didn'tmeantocryinfrontofthem,iwasjust

thinkingaboutthesituationathandandhowitis

breakingme.

"LetmeputKhanyatosleep,wewilltalk.Yourfood

isintheoven."

"IsmamaOkay?"

"She'sfineZamadon'tworry,letmeputKhanyato

sleepwewilltalkOkay?"

"Okay"

"IzaKhanya"



ItooktheheavyKhanyainmyarms,she'ssuper

heavy.

I'vejustbathedher,allsheneedstodoistosleep.

Iplacedherinsidethebed.

"Mama,wheniskhulucomingback?"

"Soon,shewillbebacksoon."

Shenods

"Nowsleepbeforethemonsterscome"

Shegiggled

"TherearenomonstersMama,myteachertoldme

thattheydon'texist"

Ilaughed

"Okaysleep,sothatmommycanSleeptoo.

Remembermommyisinpain"

Shenods

"Hugmemama"

Ihuggedher,andbrushedherbacktillIheardher

snoringalittle.



Iplacedherheadonthepillowandkissedher.

"MommylivesforyouNanaandShelovesyouso

much"

Ikissedheronelasttimeandwalkedoutofthe

room.

Zamawasonherphonewhileeating.

"Didyoucheckonmamatoday?"

Isigh

"YesIdid"

Ilookedather

"MamaisSickZama"

"WhatdoyoumeansheissickLelehowsick?"

"Shehascancer"

"What?"

"ShesuffersfromLeukemiaZama"

"What?"

Tearsfellfromhereyesasshesobbedoutloud,i

couldn'tcontrolminetoo.



"SheneedschemotherapyZama,andwecan'teven

afforditit'sexpensive."

"Butwecan'tletmamadieLele,westillneedher."

Inodwipingmytears

"IknowSis,butwedon'thaveanything.Idon'teven

have1randonmybank."

"Can'tthegovernmenthospitalcoverchemo?"

"Thedoctortoldmethatsheneedschemotherapy

immediatelyandtheGovernmenthospitalwilltake

longerintreatingher,shemaynotevenbehelped.

Theywon'tcoverit,idon'thaveanyplanrightnow.

Gracecan'tevenbailmeonthisone,it'salotof

money.ThedoctorgavemeareferralatNetcare

Hospital,it'saprivateHospitalanditisexpensive

Zamawecan'tevenaffordit"

"Butwehaveapersonthatcouldhelpus."

"Whoisthatperson?"

"Khanya'sFather."

Myeyeswiddeninshock,it'sbeenyearswithout

talkingtoKhanya'sFather.NowIwillhavetocall



himandaskforsuchhugeamountofmoneywow.

"Ican'taskhimforthatkindofmoney."

"WehavenochoiceSisi,weneedtocallhimand

askforhishelp.Ifhe'snolongerusingthatnumber,

youknowwherehestaysinKZNyougothere.It's

aboutourMother,westillneedheralive,youknow

motherisoureverything.DoitforKhanya,she

needshergrandmother,pleaseLele."

Inod

"FirstthinginthemorningI'llgivehimacall,idon't

wanttodisturbhim.It'slatealready,I'msurehe's

busyorsleeping"

Zamanods

"ThankyousomuchSis,thismeansalottome."

"TousZama,mamameansalottothebothofus.

I'monlydoingthisformama."

"Alright."

"Idon'twantyoutoworryaboutMama,please

focusonyourstudies.Youcan'taffordtofail,solet

meworryaboutMamaandYouworryaboutyour



studiesOkay?"

"Okay"

"Shewillbefine,ipromiseyouZama.Mamawillbe

herewithusagain,everythingisgoingtobefine.

Godwillbewithus,hewon'tleaveusnorforsake

us."

"IknowSis,iknow"

Inodded.

Ineededtomotivatemyselfmore,shouldweloose

ourMothereverythingwillberuined,she'sourpillar

ofstrength.Wearebalancedit'sallbecauseofher,

ohsohelpusGod.

Iwipedmytears,ihavetobestrongforZamaand

myBabygirl.Theycan'tseemethisbroken,ican't

showmyweaknessinfrontofthem.

"Letmegosleep,ihaveschoolTomorrow

GoodnightSis."

"Goodnightbabe"

Sheleavesmealonetothink.



I'mafirmBelieverofGod,ibelieveinGodandI

knowhewillmakeawayforus.Evenifthereseems

tobenowayhewillmakeaway,itrustinhim.My

motherwillbehealed,I'llgotoanylengthstomake

sureshegetsthetreatmentandshegetsbetter!.

.

.
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"What'ssointerestingonyourphone?"



IlookatShakaandcarryonchattingwithmyteam,

there'sabigcasethatIamcurrentlyworkingon.

"IamtalkingtomyTeam,I'mhandlingthe

Minister'sCase.It'sQuiteabigcase,andifIwinit

willdefinitelyputmycompanyongreatheights."

"OhgoodluckBro"

"Awe,thankyou!"

"So??"

Ilookupathimandshrug

"SoWhat?"

Hesmiles.

"YouandLuncumo?"

"Whataboutus?"

"What'sgoingonbetweenthetwoofyou?"

"WedatingShaka,she'smygirlfriend."

Henods

"WhataboutMusa?"

"Whatabouthim?"



"OkayBafo,youdoknowthatMusaisyouryounger

brotherandheisLuncumo'sexboyfriend."

"IknowShaka.OnethingIknowisthatMusais

stubborn,andhewilldefinitelyfightme.Iamwilling

tohumblemyselfforthesakeofpeace,iwon'tfight

himback.Iwilllethimchannelallhisangerand

hatetowardsmetillhegetsintotermswithmy

RelationshipwithNcumo."

"Areyousureyouwon'tfightback?"

"Nah,ihavewrongedhimbygoingafterhisex

girlfriend.Itwilltaketimeforhimtoadjust,butthe

thingisthatIfellinlovewithLuncumowaybeforeI

evenknowMusaismyBrother.Sohewillhaveto

understandeverythingitandgetintotermswithit"

"Yeahyouright,iwasjustshockedbythefactthat

youwon'tfightback."

"Idon'tfightwithmybrothers,ivaluebrotherhood

andfamilyalot."

"OkayLet'smovefromdepressingstuff,Mandla

andthecrewwillbehereFriday.Iamsureyou

receivedamessagefromyourUncleinformingyou



aboutamission."

"YeahIreceivedthemessage,I'mon-boarddon't

worryaboutme."

Henods.

TheDoorBellrang,ilookedathim.

"Areyouexpectinganyvisitors?"

Iaskhim

"No,iwasabouttoaskyounthesamequestion.It's

coldoutsideI'msureLuncumoyourGirlfriendis

outside"

"Shewould'vecalled,andshesaidshehas

somewheretobetoday.Sothat'snother,bettergo

andopenup."

Hestoodup,itookmypaperworkandeverything

thatIwasusingandpackedthemtogether.

"Youhaveavisitor"

Ilookatmyback,it'sthatgirlfromNqaba'sBirthday

party.

"Hi,howcanIhelpyou?"



Shestaggersbackwards,ithinkshe'sdrunk.

"Icametoseeyou."

"Seeme?AmIsick?"

"Nodummy,ijustwantedustotalkaboutus."

"Okayyounglady,lookmywifecanenterany

momentfromnow.SoIwillrequestanUberforyou,

andletthisbethelasttimeyoucomehereOkay?"

"Itwon'tbemylasttimecominghere,andIamnot

scaredofyourwife.IloveyouThuthuka,andIwill

doanythingtomakesurethatyouaremine.

Includingwaitingforyourwifetocomehomeso

thatsheseeyourmistress.Iwantyouinmylife,

cozIloveyousomuch."

"Shakapleaserequestanuber"

Ilookedatthisgirlinfrontofme

"Listenhere,andlistencarefullyntombazana.You

don'tknowme,youdon'twannaknowmecozI'm

badnews.IrespectwomenalotbutIdon'ttakeshit

fromone,andIwon'ttakeonefroma21yearold.

Youwillleavemyhouse,clean.Shouldyoucome



backhere,trustmeandidon'tmakebluntpromises.

Shouldyoucomehereagain,yourfamilywillbe

recognisingyouatmorgue.Sonowbeagoodgirl

andleave,I'msureyouruberiswaitingforyou

outside."

Igaveherthemoney,sheranaway.

Shakalaughed

"Didyoureallyhavetomakethatface?"

"Ihadtoscareher,idon'twantanythingjinxingmy

relationshipwithLuncumo."

Henods

"I'llbecooking,yougoandworkonyourcase"

"Sure"

ItookeverythingIwasusingandwentupstairsto

mystudyroom.

.

"Youhaveaguest"

Shakasaidthatstandingatmydoor,hemoved

asideLuncumogotinside.



"SthandwaSam"

"HeyBabe"

"IguessIwillleaveyoulovebirds,pleasecome

downstairsandeatI'lldishup"

"Sure"

Heclosedthedoor.

Imovedfrommydeskandwenttoher.

Ihuggedandkissedher.

"Howareyoutoday?Didn'tknowyouwerecoming"

"Itriedcallingyoutotellyoubutyourphonewas

notanswered,andisawmyselfhere"

"Iamsosorrybaby,myphoneisonsilentIwas

busywithpaperwork."

"Okaycarryon,I'llgoandstaywithShaka."

"Iwasdoneanyways,comegivemeonelastkiss."

Ikissedher.

.

"Yousowarm"



"Iknow"

Weareinmyroomrightnow,withthewomanthatI

loveinmyarmswhereshebelongs.

"IwenttoseeMusatodaybeforecominghere"

"Ohokay"

Sheremovedherselffrommyarmsandlookedat

me.

"AreyounotgoingtoaskmewhatIwasdoing

there?"

"Nah"

"HaiboWhy?"

Ilaughed

"Becauseitdoesn'tincludeme,it'snoneofmy

business.Butifyouwanttoincludemeyoucantell

me,maybeitwasapersonalthingthatwantyou

andhim."

"Iwantedclosure,icouldn'tbeinaRelationship

withyouwithunfinishedbusinesswithMusa.I

wantedthingstobedone,sothatIcanloveyou



withnothingboundingme,withnoboundaries."

Ismiledather

"ThankyoumyAngel,iloveYousomuch."

"Iloveyoutoo,andIthinkI'mgoingtosleepinyour

arms"

"Sleep,I'llwakeyouupwhenit'stimeforyouto

drivebackhome."

"Okay"

Isnuggledclosertoher,ilovethefeelingofhaving

herinmyarms.

Thisfeelssogoodandsounreal,beingina

RelationshipwithherstillfeelssounrealthatIhave

tomakesureeachandeverychancethatIget,that

sheismine.

Myphoneringsonthedressingtable.

Ihavetodisturbhersleeping,islowlyremove

myselffromhertogoandfetchmyphone.

"Hello"

"Mageba"



Ilookatthescreen,it'sanunknownnumber.

There'sonlyonepersonwhocallsmeMageba.

"Simbulele?"

"Yesit'sme,Unjani?"

"Iamgood,howareyou?"

Iheardsomesniffing

"MakaKhanyawhat'swrong?"

"uMa"

"What'swrongwithher?"

Iwalkedoutsidetothebalcony,it'srainingoutside

andfreezingcold.

"Shehascancer,leukemia"

"What?WhyamIhearingaboutthisnow?"

Iraisedmyvoicealittlebit

"Mageba"

"Don'tMagebame,youshould'vetoldmethatthe

secondyouknewaboutMa'shealth."

"Iamsorry"



Isighed

"IwillbeinCapeTownthefirstthinginthe

morning."

"Okay,ngiyabonga"

"It'sokay.HowisKhanya?"

"Sheisfine,buttoosmart."

Ismiled

"StilladramaQueen?"

Shelaughed

"Idon'tthinkshewilleverstop"

"Alright,iwillseeyoualltomorrownisalekahle"

"GoodbyeMageba"

IdroppedthecallandmademywaybackInside.

She'sstillsleeping.

IbookedaflighttoCapeTown,ibookeditfor

tomorrowmorning.NowIhavetotellLuncumo

aboutmytriptocapetown.

Isnuggledclosertohertoher,she'ssowarmandI



don'twanthertoleaveatall.

Iwishshecouldspendtheentirenighthere,ilove

havingherinmyarms.

.

.

50+COMMENTS

.

HaveaGoodnight

FORTYTWO

.

THUTHUKAZULU

.

"Thuthuka!!"

Islowlyopenmyeyes.

"Yousaidyouweregoingtowakemeup."

"Iamsosorrybaby,ioverslepttoo.What'sthe

Time?"



"It's2aminthemorning,andIamhungry.Iamsure

MigcoboandSikiewaitedformetilltheyfell

asleep."

"Iamsorrybabe,aretheysafethough?"

"YeahtheApartmentissafedon'tworry.I'mhungry

Thuthuka."

"Comelet'sgoandmakesomefood"

"Whotookoffmyclothes?"

Ismiled

"ItwasMe,Jeanain'tcomfortabletosleepin"

Shenodded

"Herewearmysweatpantsbabe,itcold"

ShewaswearingmyT-shirtonly,igavehermy

sweatpantssinceit'scold.

Wewalkedtothekitchen.

"Whatdoyouwanttoeat?"

"Anything,butitmustbefastI'mfamished"

Inodded



Imadechickenstewwithfriedrice.

"Thissmellssogood"

Ismiled

"Andtastegoodtoo"

"Areyouachefsir?"

Ishookmyhead

"ButIcancooklikeone"

Shesmiledatme,shewasseatedontopofthe

Kitchencounter.

Igaveher,herfood.

"PleasefeedMe,I'mcold"

"ShouldImakeyouwarm?"

Shewiggledhereyebrowsgiggling.

Itookherfoodandfedher,she'ssuchamessy

eater.

"Babe,don'tputalotofportioninthespoon."

Ilaughed



"Don'tmakeexcusesyou'resuchamessyeater!"

Shegiggled.

"Areyoufullnow?"

Shenodded

"Thankyousomuch,eventhoughit'ssounhealthy

toeatsuchfoodatthistime"

"Youhadnoproblemeatingitright?"

Shelaughed

"Yeah"

"Goodnowlet'sgo"

"Piggybackme"

"You'resuchababy"

Shelaughed

Ipiggybackedherandmademywayupstairs.

Welaidontopofthebed.

"BabyIamleavingforCapeTownthismorning"

"Doingwhat?"



"ARelativeofmineisinHospital,shehasCancer.I

justheardLastnight,ididn'tknow.Theykindaneed

myhelp"

"wow,cancerisakillerdisease.Ihopeshegetsall

thehelpthatsheneeds."

"Idon'tknow,I'mplanningonbringingherthisside,

tooneofthebesthospitalthisside"

"Yeah,dothat.HowAreyoufeelingaboutThis?"

"Idon'tknowBabe,I'mstillshocked.ButonceIsee

theconditionthatsheisin,iwillbeworried."

"Ohokay,sodidyoupack?"

"No,iwillpackinthemorning"

"It'sthemorningalready,3am.Iamnotfeeling

sleepylet'spack"

Shestoodupgoingtomycloset.

Ifollowedherandtookoutmytravelingbag.

"Howmanydaysyou'llbeinCapeTown?"

"Idon'tknow,ineedtobebackhereonFridayI

havesomeworktodo."



Shenodspackingsomeclothes,ididn'teventell

herwhichclothessheshouldpack.Shepackedthe

suitableclothes,shepickedbetterclothes.

"Done"

"Youarealifesaver,iwould'vepackedclothesthat

arenotsuitableformytrip.ThankyouMaJola"

Sheblushed

"YouknowiloveYouright?"

Shenodsblushing

"YesIdoknow,andIloveyoutoo"

"Comehere"

Shecameandlaidnexttomeonthebed.

Ikissedher.

Ipulledout,idon'twanttorushherintohavingsex

withme.

Ihadherinmyarms,shewasslowlydriftingto

sleep.

.



"Iwillmissyou"

"IwillmissyoutooBabe,butIwillbebacksoon

okay?"

Shenods.

ShedrovemetotheAirport.

"Okay,pleasebehaveinCapeTown."

Ismiled

"Don'tworry,iwillbeonmybestbehaviour."

Shesmiled

"Nowoffyougobeforeyoumissyourflight."

"Comewithme"

"Don'tberidiculousThuthuka,Justgo"

"Ouchthathurts"

Shelaughed

"You'resuchaDramaKing"

Iraisedmyeyebrows

"Canihavemylastkiss?"



"Iamsureyou'vesaidthatathousandtimestoday"

"Yourlipsareaddictive,ican'tgetenoughofthem"

Shegiggled

"GoodbyeThuthuka"

Ibroughtherclosertomeandkissedher.

Shepulledout.

"Goodbye"

"Bye"

Irantotheboardinggates.

.

Ihavearentedacarformytimebeinghere.

IamparkedrightinfrontoftheHouse.

Isteppedoutandmademywaytothemaindoor.

Iknockedatthedoor.

TheDoorwasopenedbyKhanya'smother.

"Mageba"

"Simbulele"



Shenodsopeningthedoorwidely.

Igotinsidethehouse,itisstillthesamenothing

changed.

"Daddy!Daddy!Daddy!"

Shecamerunning,icrutchdowntomeetupwith

her.

Sheisinmyarmsinnotime.

"KhanyakaBaba"

Shegiggleswithhersmallsofthandsonmyface.

"Baba"

Ismiledandpickedherup.

"How'smyprincessdoing?"

"Iamgood.LookDaddy,thetoothfairytookmy

frontteeth".

Shesmiledrevealingthegapinherfrontteeth.

"ThatmeansmyBabyisgrowing"

"Yaas,iamabiggirlright?"

Inod



"Verybig"

Shelaughedclappingherhands.

"MoloSbali"

Ilookedforwardit'sZama.

"Zamahi,ain'tyousupposedtobeatschool?"

"Nottoday,iamnotattending.Iwillbebabysitting

Khanya"

Inod

"Canwegotothehospital?"

Iasksimbulele,shenods.

"Daddywillbebackokay?"

Shenods

Ikissher,andhandherovertoZama.

"Let'sgo"

Wewalkedout,iopenedthedoorforherand

walkedtomydriver'sseat.

Idrove.



"Whichhospital?"

"TygerbergHospital"

Inodded

"Howhaveyoubeen?"

Iaskher

"Doyouwannaknow?"

Inod

"Miserable,howdoyouexpectmetobe?Whenmy

Husbandisoutthereintheworldhavingtimeofhis

lifeandtheworstofitallheleftmewithachild.I

amMiserableMageba"

BeforeIanswerher,myphoneringsandit's

connectedonspeaker.

"YoucanansweryourphoneMageba"

Ianswered

"SowhenyouarriveInCapeTownyoudon'tcall?"

Iknewshewon'tlikedthefactthatIdidn'tcallher

andjudgingbyhervoiceshe'spissedatme.Iam



sureshewasworriedaboutme,Luncumoissucha

cutie.

"IamsosorrySthandwaSam,itotallyforgot."

IlookedatSimbulele,she'slookingoutsidethe

window.

"Yeah,whatever.HaveyouseenyourRelative?"

"IamonmywaytotheHospitalrightnow."

"OkayletmenotDisturbYouareyoudriving?"

"YesIamdriving,butyou'reconnectedtothe

Bluetooth."

"Ohokaystill,letmenotDisturbyou,pleasecallme

later"

"IwillcallYouBabe,ipromise."

"Alrightthen,Goodbye.Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoo"

Shedroppedthecall.

Thereissilenceinthecar.

"Whenwereyougoingtotellmeabouther?"



Leleasksafterafewminutesofsilence.

"Lelethisisnotthetimenortheplacetotalkabout

this"

"ThenwhenMageba?.Doessheknowaboutme

andKhanya?"

Ishookmyhead.

"Noshedoesn't,theRelationshipisstillnew"

Shedoesn'tsayanythingshelooksoutsidethe

window.

.

.

"Soninlaw"

"Ma,howareYou?"

"Iamstronger,icanfightthisyouknow."

"Iknowyouwill,iwantyoutobetransferredto

JohannesburgwhereIamstayingat.Iwanttobe

closertoYou,iwantyoutogetthebesttreatment

sothatyoucanbehealedfaster."



"DidyoutalkaboutthiswithLele?"

IlookedatLele.

"No,iwantyoualltomovetoJohannesburg,ican

findschoolforZama.Iwanttotakecareofyouall.I

justwantyourblessingsMa."

ShelookedatLele.

"Goandtalktoyourwifefirst,ifsheagreesthenyou

canplaneverything."

Inodded

Iwalkedoutside,Lelefollowedme.

"Magebawhydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthis?"

"Icanseeyourmotherisnotingoodhealth,she's

tryingbyallmeanstobestrong.Iwantyouallby

myside,thecurseandbadluckisremoved.I

forgavemymother,iwantyouguystobebymy

side."

"Whatabouther?"

"Who?"

"Thegirlyouweretalkingto"



Ismiledather

"Don'tworryabouther.Sodoyouagree?"

"It'sbetterthantoliveinpoverty,youwillbethereto

takecareofus."

"LetmegoandtalktotheDirectorofthisHospital

totalkabouttheTransfer"

Shenods

Ikissedherforehead.

"IamhereforYou,andIwillalwaysbehere!"

Shenods.

"Alrightletmegothen"

"Magebathankyou,somuch.Thismeansalotto

me"

"YouknowLele,ipromisedtotakecareofyouand

yourfamilyandIamdoingmydutiesrightnow.

Everythingwillbefine,andIamhereforyou."

"Thankyou"

Inodded.



"Letmegothen,I'llfindyouhere."

"Okay"

Iwalkedaway,ineedtomaketheTransferfasterso

thatIcangobacktoJohannesburg.

.

.

Sosorryfornotposting.

I'llpostagainatnight.

FORTYTHREE

.

LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

It'sbeen2dayssinceThuthukawenttoCapeTown

andwe'vebeentalkingwitheachotheroverthe

phone.Imisshimbuthewassupposedtobeback

todaysinceit'sFridayandhesaidhehas

somethingimportanttodotodaysoidon'tknow



cozit'slatenowiamsurehewillbeheretomorrow

morning.

Meandmygirlstonightwedecidedthatweare

hittingtheClub,it'sbeenalongtimewithout

clubbingorenjoyingmyself.

SincemyBrotherandSistercame,iwastheir

motherbusyguardingthem.

Nowit'stimeIreleasetheOldAzania,iamno

longerfun.

IfI'mnotworriedaboutMigcoboandSikieIam

worriedaboutMystudiesnowIneedtoletloose.

"Azaniahurryup!"

There'snoonewhorushestogototheClubother

thanMery.

"Coming"

Ididmytouchups,ilookedatmyselfinthemirror

onceagain.

Itookmysidebagandwalkedoutofmyroom.

"wow"



Everyoneintheloungeislookingatmeinawe.

"TodayyouarefinallygettingyourselfaMan"

Ilaugh,nooneknowsaboutmeandThuthuka

exceptforShaka.

"Yeah"

"Youdon'tsoundhappyaboutthat!"

"She'sdatingthisone"

MigcobosaidnonchalantlyHaibothisBoy.

"Me?Dating?HaveyoustartedsmokingDrugs?"

"WheredidyousleeponTuesday?"

"Ineededaspace,ihadofficiallybrokenupwith

Musa.SoIwantedtobealone,ineededsometime

alone."

Theynodded

"Sorrysis,ithoughtyouwerewithyourNewMan"

"There'snonewmanMigcobo."

Henodded

"Let'sgogirlsourrideishere."



We'verequestedanUbernoonewantstodrive,and

wewanttogetdrunk.

"It'smyfirsttimeseeingyouwearingsomething

thisshort."

LornaChirpsinassoonasweenterthecar.

Thisdressisnoteventhatshort,it'sjustthatmy

behindisblessed.Godwashappywhenhewas

creatingme,soheblessedmewithanextraAss

andIdon'tmindatallbutsometimesIdofeellike

blessingMerytoocozhehasaFlatass.

"It'snoteventhatshortLornz"

Meryhelpsme,ithankher.

"SoareyouoverMusa?"

MeryaskInod.

"Yeah,he'shappywithhisfamily.Iamhappytoo,all

IneededwasclarificationonWhyhecheatedonme

that'sall."

Shesmiled

"Soproudofyou.Nowyoucanpursuethebig



brother."

Ilookedatherconfused,whywouldshesaythat?

Heroutofallpeople?.

"Nah"

"Butyouwereverymuchinlovewithhim,whenyou

wereinaRestaurantwithMusa.Sonowisthelove

gone?"

Lornasays.

"Idon'tknowguys,iamheretogetdrunktoday

that'sthat!"

.

Myfavouriteclubofalltime,Saint.It'ssofull,you'd

thinkit'smonthendbutit'sthemid-month.

"Let'sFoundatableintheVIP"

"Yeah"

IagreewithMery,Generalissofull.

WefoundatableinVIP.

There'sthisnewlyfoundrelationshipofminewith



AmapianoandIjustcan'tstopmyselffrommoving,

iblamethesekidsthatI'mstayingwiththeylove

Amapiano.BeforetheycameIwasaNickiMinaj

andCardiBtypeofgirlandshakedwhatmy

mommagaveme.

"BlueberryShotseveryone!"

LornacomeswithatrayfullofShotsmaybe20.

"Let'sgetdown"

Wetookshotseach.

"ToAzanibeingSingle"

Lornasaysraisinghershot

"It'sAzania,sticktoLuncumobabe"

Welaughed

"ButyeahtoLuncumobeingsingle"

Irolledmyeyesinwardlyanddownedtheshots.

Wedownedalltheshotsthatwereinthetray.

ThewaiterbroughtChampagnesonourtable.

WhydidwesendLornatogoandbuyusdrink?



IamaSavannagirl,whereverIgothereshouldbea

SavannaonthetableorIwon'tgetdrunkanytime

soon.

"CanyoupleaseaddaCarrypackofSavanna?"

Iaskedthewaiter

"YeahsureI'llbringitSisteri."

Inodded.

ItookanemptyglassandpouredtheBlueSapphire

BombayGinonmyglassanddasheditwith

Appletizer.

MyplantonightistogetdrunktothepointthatI

evenforgetmyname.

MySavannawasbroughttome,andIwasahappy

girl.

.

It's2aminthemorningandIamsodrunkIcan't

evenwalk.

"MerydidthewaiterrequesttheUber?"

"Yeahit'soutside"



ItookmyheelsandmybabySavanna.

Thewalktooutsideismessy,Lornaistoodrunk

thatshe'svomitingeverywhere.

WefinallygetInsideourride.

IttookustoMery'sFlat.

MeryandLornasleptonthefloorassoonaswe

arrivedhome.

Itookoutmyphone,it'sbeeninsidemybagsinceI

lefthome.Ididn'teventakeitout,wetookpictures

andvideosusingMery'sphone.

40missedcallsfromThuthuka,shit!!

Icalledhimassoonaspossible.

"LuncumowherethehellareYou?I'vebeencalling

you."

YhouMrismad,he'sspittingfire!

"ChillwillYou!.Iamfineandsafe!"

"WhereareyouLuncumocozyounotatyour

apartment."



"OkayDaddychillIsaidI'mfine,I'mwithmyfriends"

Iburped

"AreyoudrunkLuncumo?"

Irolledmyeyesisn'tobvious.

"YesIam."

"SendmeyourlocationI'mcoming."

Hedropsthecall,hebanawhocalledwhohere?

Isenthimthelocationandcontinuedondrinking

mySavanna.Thisistheonlyoneleft,ishouldn't

rushdrinkingit.

IcheckmyWhatsAppMigcoboisonline.

"AreyouguysstillOkay?"

Iaskedhim.

"YeahweOkay,iwaswatchingsoccer.Just

catchingup.UhmBhut'Thuthukawasheretosee

You,itoldhimyouleftwithyourfriends."

"Yeahhecalled."

"Alrightdidyouguyshavefun?"



"YupandI'mthelastwomanstanding.Thetwois

outonthefloor,iamdrunkAFIdon'tevenknowif

I'mtextingyoufine."

Hesentlaughingemojis.

IloggedoutonWhatsAppasIwenttocheckon

somethingtoeatinthefridge.

TherearewingsThankGoodness!

Iwarmthemup,theyarehotandspicy..

Ieatall9wingsanddrankmySavanna.

Atextcomesthroughit'sfromThuthuka.

"I'moutside"

IrollmyeyesandfinishmySavanna.

Ilockedthedoorandthrewthekeyinsidethehouse

usingawindowanditdroppedontopofthecouch,

itextedMerythatthekeyisontopofthecouch.

Istumbledmywaytohiscar,assoonasIgot

insidethecar.Thelookonhisface,hewasn't

pleasedatall.

Hejustdrovewithouteventalkingtome.



.

Arrivingathishouse,ionlyrealisedthatIdidn't

bringmyheelsI'mwalkingbarefoot.

I'mfollowingbehindhimlikealostpuppy.

Butmywalkchanged,iwenttothekitchenand

grabbedabottleofwater.

Thenmademywayupstairs.

Ifoundhimundressing.

"Takeashowerandpleasebrushyourteeththere's

anewtoothbrushinthebathroom."

Hesaysallthatandgetsonthebedandcovered

himselfwiththeblankets.

I'mshooketh,ismellmybreathit'snoteventhat

bad.

ButImakemysloppywalktothebathroominsuite.

Itookashower,ifrozewhenIrealisedthere'sonly

coldwater.

Mybodywasshiveringaftertheshower,I'mmadat

Thuthuka.IbrushmyteethandworehisT-shirtand



sweatpants.

Igotonbedandgavehimmyback,myeyeswere

alreadyheavy.

.

Istretchmyself,thebrightnessoftheroommade

meclosemyeyesagain.

Igroaned,asIgavethesunmyback.

Iopenedmyeyes,howdidinthehellIendedupin

Thuthuka'shouse?!

Myheadissoheavyandit'spoundingsofast.

TheDooropens,Thuthukawalkedin.

HewascarryingatraywithfruitsaladJuice,water

andpills.

"GoodAfternoon"

Hegreets,ijustnod.

"Thesewillhelpyou"

Hehandsmethetray,butImakearuntothe

bathroom.



Ivomitedallthecontentsthatwereinmystomach.

Ibalancedmyselfwiththesink.

Iwashedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth.

"Youokay?"

Heasks

"YeahI'llbefine."

Ieatthefruitsaladnotallofitthoughonlyhalfofit

anddrankthejuice.

Idrankthemedicationthatwasonthetray.

"Nowgoandbath,I'llmakethebedforyoutorest

afteryourbath."

Inod

Itookashowerthen,worethesameclothesIslept

in.

Thebedwasneatlymade,ilaidontopofthebedhe

coveredmewiththefleeceandgavemeakisson

myforehead.

"Iloveyou"



Hesaidthatsmilingatme

"Iloveyoutoo"

Henoddedandbrushedmycheeks.

HewalkedoutIendedupsleeping.

.

Hewakesmeupwithkissesallovermyface,i

smiledathim.

Helookedatme.

"Yousocutewhenyou'resleeping."

"Thankyou,Whatisthetime?"

Iaskhim,cozIdon'tseethesunandIthinkit's

rainingoutside.

"It's6pm."

"What!Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?"

"Iamwakingyouup"

Isigh,iforgethecanbestupidattimes

"Ihadgroceryshoppingtodo,weareoutoffoodso

todayweweregoingtobuyfood."



"IamsorryIdidn'tknow,butIcandishoutforthem"

"Youcooked?"

"Someonecooked"

Inod

"PleasedishoutforthemI'llbedownstairswithyou

innotime."

"Whatshoesareyougoingtowearmadam?"

HeaskedinSarcasm

"Yours"

Istoodupfromthebed.

"Includemeinthatdishingout"

Henodsandleaves.

Icleanthebed,idon'tseemydressandmythong

plusmybra.

Iwearhispushinswithsocks.

Iaddasweater,ilooklikeamidgetinthesebig

clothes.

Ilaughatmyselflookinginthemirror.



Imademywaydownstairs,there'salotoflaughter

andnoise.Whydidn'thetellmethathehasvisitors.

Icomeheadtoheadwithawomancarryinga

sleepingcutebabygirl,isn'tsheheavy?Cozshe

seemsold.

"Hi,youmustbeLuncumo."

Ismile

"Yeah,andIamsorryIdon'tknowyou."

"Youwillknowme,iamSimbulelebutyoucancall

meLele"

"It'snicetoknowyouLele,letmemovesothatyou

canputthiscutieinbedIamsureshe'sheavy."

"Ohyeah"

Imovedaside,imetfacesthatIdon'trecognize

plusanotherfaceofagirlIthinkshe'sSikie'sageif

notyounger.

"Molweni"

Igreeteveryone,theygreetbackbuttheyounglady

ishavingnonofit.



Thuthukacomesfromthekitchencarryingabig

Tupperwarewithfoodinside.

"Babe,meetmyfriendsfromKZN.Mandla,

Butho,Spha,ZakesandDuduzani.ThegirlisZama

myniece,herMotheristheonethat'sinhospital.

GuysThisismywomanLuncumo."

Whathappenedintokeepingthingsprivate?

Stillthenieceisn'tpleasedbymypresence.

Lelemakesherwayandseatnexttothegirl.

"Uhmthat's"

"Lele,I'vemetheralready.Canwepleaseleave,I'm

worriedaboutthetwins"

Henods.

"Goodbye"

Iwaveateveryone,iholdThuthuka'shandandwe

walkedsidebyside.

It'sraining,hiscarisrightnexttothedoorsoIran

tothecar.

Hedroveoff.



"ItseemslikeyourNiecedoesn'tlikememuch"

"WhoZama?She'slikethattoallthenewpeople

shemeets,shewilladjusttrustme."

Inod

"HowdoyoufindLele?"

"She'snice,issheyourNiecetoo?"

Heshakeshishead

"Sheismywife"

Ilookedathim

"I'mjoking,youshould'veseenyourface"

Helaughs

"Idon'tfindthatfunny!"

"IamSorrySthandwasam,ButWhat'syourtakein

Polygamy?"

"Iwouldnever,evermarrytoapolygamist.Idon't

seemyselfasafirstwifeorasecondwifeorathird

wife.Thosekindofpeoplefindexcuseincheating

andmakeitabetterthing,cozthat'scheating.You



can'tlove4womanequally,never!.That'scheating

madebetter,iwouldleavethatmanevenifIlove

himwithallmyheart.Iwouldneversettleforless,

never!.Areyouapolygamistwhyareyouaskingme

thisquestion?"

"Whatno!.IloveYou,andIamgoingtomarryyou.I

askedthisbecauseofthelookyougavemewheni

saidLeleismywife,soidecidedtoaskwhatyour

takeinPolygamy."

Inod

"Iloveyou,andonlyyouSthandwaSam."

Hebrushedmythighs.

"Iloveyoutoobabe,somuch"

"Iknowyouloveme,andI'mallforthat."

Ilaughed.

"Sosirwhydidyoumakemeshowerwithcold

water?"

Helaughed

"Itwasyourpunishment.Youdidn'ttellmeyou're



clubbingwithyourfriends,iwould'vechilled.Ikept

oncallingandnoanswer.Plusyouwerewearing

oneshortdress,iwaskindajealousandpissedoff.

ButIamsorrySthandwaSam."

"It'sokay,ishould'vetoldyou.ButIthoughtyou

werestillinCapeTown."

"Wearrivedlate,andIhadtogotothehospitalthat

myauntistransferredto."

Inod.

Heparkedrightinfrontofmybuilding.

"Thankyouforthefood"

"Youarewelcome"

Ikissedhim

"Drivesafely,callmewhenyouarrive"

Henods

"Bye"

Irantothegate.

Igotinsidethehouse.



"Ibroughtfood"

IsaidassoonasIgotinsidethehouse.

AndwhatthehellisMerydoinghere?

"ThankGod,iwashungry"

IgaveMigcobotheTupperwareheopenedit.

TherewassteamedBreadandBeefstew.

Thesmellwasoutofthisworld,thatweallfounded

ourselvesintheTupperware.

Weatethefood,noonewastalkingjusteating.

IncludingMeryChristmas.

"ThatwasthebestBeefstewaftermymom's

ofcourse.Whocookedthis?"

Migcoboasked

"Afriendofmine"

Henods.

"Itwasdelicious"

Sikiesayslickingherfingers

"Yeah,whoevermadethisheorsheisthebest"



Merysaidthatlookingatme.

Nolies,theBeefstewwasthebest,plusthebread

wassoftandfluffy.

Iwalkedintomyroom,Meryfollowedme.

"Who'sclothesareyouwearing?"

"Thuthuka"

Shedoesn'tseemshocked.

"Forhowlonghaveyouguysbeendating?"

"Aweeknow"

Shenods

"Wereyougoingtotellme?"

"Yesofcause,youaremybestfriendMery."

"HowdidMusatakethis?"

"Hedoesn'tknow,ididn'ttellhimthatI'mdatinghis

brotherbutItoldhimthatI'minaRelationship."

Shenodsonceagain.

"Tellhim,tellhimthatyou'reinaRelationshipwith

Thuthukabeforehefindsitfromsomeoneelse.It



won'tbenicewhenhefindsoutonhisown,there

willbewar.Butifyouarehonestwithhimandtell

himthetruth,thatyoufellinlovewithThuthuka

beforeyouknewhewashisbrother.Thatyouwere

eventhinkingofBreakingupwithhimbecauseyou

wereinlovewithThuthuka.Hewillunderstandbutit

won'tbeacceptedeasily.Justmakesureyoutell

himfriend,orthingswouldgobadforbrothers.You

don'twanttobeknownasthegirlwhobroke

brothersupright?"

Inod

"Thenmylove,makesureyoumaketheright

choice."

"Thankyoufriendforyouradvice."

"AnythingforYou,nowshiftletmesleep."

"WhereisLorna?"

"Shewenttohersecretboyfriend,iwokeupalone!"

Ilaughed

"Sorryfriend"

"Yeahwhatever!"



Ilaughedandlaidnexttoher,islepttheentireday

butstillIfeelsleepy.

.

.

It'slongenoughtocoverupforyesterday
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3monthsbeinginaRelationshipwithThuthukais

nothingbutblissful.

He'sbeenhereforme,hehasbeenlovingmewith

allthathehas.Hehasshownmelovethatnoman

hasevershownme,andthatmakesmefallinlove

withhimharder.

Anotherthingisthathe'spatient,imeaninthis3

monthsofusdatingwehaveneverhadsex,he

neveraskedorrushedmeintohavingsexwithhim.

IfeelreadytohavesexwithhimandIwanttomake



itspecialforhim,forbeingthebestboyfriend.

Ilockthecar,andmakemywayinsidethehouse.

Idon'tknockIjustenter,thedoorwasn'tlockedIfit

waslockedIwould'veopeneditihavemyownkey.

IamshockedtoseeZamaandherMotherinthe

loungewatchingTV.

"Molweni"

Igreettheyjustlookatmeandgobacktowatching

TV.

Whataretheydoinghere?Thuthukaboughtthema

house,fullyfurnituredandhegivethemmoneyfor

groceriesandtheirneeds.Idon'tknowwhatthey

aredoinghere,icouldsmellthearomacoming

fromthekitchenandIknowtherecouldbeone

personthereandthatisLele.

"LeleHi"

"Ncumohello"

Leleistheonlypersonthatisnicetome,herlittle

sisterandmotherdon'tfeelmeandidon'tknow

why,butIdon'tcareaboutthem,igivezerofuvks!.



"Howareyoudoing?"

Iasktakingwaterfromthefridge.

"Iamgooddearandhowareyou?"

"Iamgood,how'stheJobhunting?"

"Yhonothingisgoinggood,iameventiredof

searching."

"HaveyoueverthoughtofworkinginaClub?"

"AnythingthatcomesIwouldgoforit,even

sweepingthestreets.Idon'twanttostrain

Thuthuka,he'sdoingalotforus.PayingMama's

expensivetreatment,Zama'sSchoolfeesand

feedingustoo.Iwanttohelphimyouknow."

Inod

"Icantalktoafriendofminewhoownsscluband

askifyoucanhaveajobasawaiter."

"Thatwouldbetotallyhelpful,Thankyousomuch

Ncumo"

Ismileather

"Youwelcome"



Shenodsreturningthesmile.

"Iamcooking,shouldIdishupforyou?"

"NothankyouIamfull,iamfromhomeandijust

ate.Ifyoudon'tmindmeaskingnordoImeantobe

rudebutwhatbringsyouandyourfamilyhere?"

"MamawantedtoseeThuthuka,iknowthat's

unnecessarybutmothercanbestubborn.SoI

decidedtocookjusttokillthetime,trustmewe

didn'tknowyouwerecomingwewould'vestayedat

home"

"Noit'sokayLove,iwasheretodropthesetoo"

Isaywiglingtheshoppingbags.

"Ohokay"

"Letmeleaveyoutoit"

Shenods.

Imakemywayupstairs,ifeelsodownrightnow

andmyplansfaileddismally.

Ilookatthebagsihavewithme,onehasrose

petals,otherhasalingerieandotherhas



champagneanddecorations.

ItakeoutmyphoneandcalledThuthuka.

Hisphoneisgoingstraighttovoicemail,hewas

supposedtobebackbynow.

Ilaidontopofhisbedandcoveredmyselfwitha

fleeceblanket.

I'veplacedtheshoppingbagsonhiscloset.

.

.
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.

"Ndabezitha"

"Mageba,I'msurprisedthatyoucalledme.Isitmy

dyingday?"

Ilaugh

"HawuBaba.Idocallsometimes,don'tmakemea

badson."

Iamonaphonecallwithmyuncle.



"WhatdoyouwantThuthuka?"

"Can'tIjustcallmyfather?"

Hechuckles.

"ShouldIdropthecall?"

"Okayfine,iwanttoengagesomeone.ButIam

scaredbaba,shewillthinkit'stoosoon.It'sbeen3

monthswithusdating,ijustwanttomarryherbaba.

Youknowme,iamnotaRelationshipperson,that's

whyIwanttomarryherbutatthesametimeIdon't

wanttofeellikeI'mrushingherintomarriage."

"Haveyouaskedheraboutviewsingetting

married?"

"SheisstillworkingongettingherDegreeandI

don'twanttostopherfromattainingit.Idon'tknow

baba,that'sthereasonIamcallingyou."

"Comewithherthissideandwewilltalk,andthat

shouldbethisweekendThuthuka."

"OkayBaba,iwilltalktoherandaskhertocome

withmetoKZN."

"Okaykesonletmegetbacktowork,iwillhear



fromyouaboutherresponse."

"OkayBaba"

Idroppedthecall,andthere'saknockatthedoor.

"Comein"

EmmamyPAwalksin.

"Siryourbrotherishere"

"Lethimin"

Shenodsandleave,afewsecondsLaterMusa

walksin.

"Bafo"

"BabyDaddy"

Istoodupandgivehimahandshake.

Webothseatdown.

"IneedyourhelpBafo,withsomethingvery

Important."

Hesayslookingatme.

"Whathelp?"



"Doyoumindcomingwithme?"

"Sure,let'sgo"

Inthesepast3monthsI'vebeenbondingwithmy

brothersmoreespeciallyNqabayomzi.Weget

alongsowellhe'slikeaminime,andIwantto

recruithimtomygang.

"EmmapleasecancelmymeetingwiththeWatson's

andrescheduleitfortomorrowafternoon."

"OkaySir"

IwalkoutwithMusa.

Weusehiscartowhereverheistakingme.

Shitmyphoneisflatanditwillgooffsoon.

Heparksinadesertedplace,hetakesoutan

envelope.WhydoIhaveabadfeelingaboutThis

helpofhis,somethinginmyhearttellsmethere's

somethingwrongjudgingbythewayit'spounding

sofast,butIwilltrymybesttokeepcalm.

HegetsoutofthecarandIgetouttooandkickthe

stonesontheground.Ideepenmyhandsinsidemy

pockets.



"HereBafo,thisiswhatIneedyourhelpwith."

Hehandsmetheenvelope.

Iopenit,therearepictures.

Itakethemout,ichuckle.

It'spicturesofLuncumoandme,someareour

picturesonlunchdates,dinnerdatesanduskissing,

herdrivinginsidemyhouse.

Ilookathim,helookspissed.Ishouldbethecalm

onehere.

"Sowhat'sthehelpthatyouneed?"

Iaskplacingthepicturesbackinsidetheenvelope.

"WhyThuthuka?"

"BecauseILoveher"

Isaylookingathimstraightintheeye.

"Butyouknewshewasmeexgirlfriend."

"ImetwithLuncumoinJohannesburgata

Restaurant,waybeforeIknewyou.Ifellinlovewith

her,andImetherforthesecondtimeinDurbanand



Iwentforher.WhenIcametorealisethatshewas

yourGirlfriendIsteppedback.Butyoumessedup

bro,andihadtofollowmyheartandgoforher"

"Jumpingtomyexgirlfriendthemomentwebroke

up?Didyouguyshaveanaffairbehindmyback?"

"Noit'snotlikethat,igavehertimetogetoveryou.

Ididn'tjustjumpintoherplusLuncumoandIwere

friendsandnothingmorebecauseshetoldmeshe

hasaboyfriend."

"Ohisit?"

Heretrievesagunfrombehind.

"Youdon'twanttodothat"

Isaycalmly.

"Youwillregretitdearbrother"

Hecocksthegun.

Welookedateachotherintheeye.

"Makesureyoushoottokill,ifnotI'mcomingfor

You!"

.



.
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Ikeptonturningandpanting.

Icouldn'tsleepmyphonevibratedunderthepillow.

Itwasanunknownnumber.

"Harlot"

He'sbreathingheavily,andirecognizethevoiceit's

MusabutwhyishecallingmeaHarlot?

"Musa?"

"Yourpreciousboyfriendislayingonhispoolof

blood.It'suptoyoutosavehimoryouwillfindhim

dead."

"What?Thuthuka?"

Myheartwasbeatingsofast.

"Yeshim,ishothim.Youwon'tfindanyhappiness

inyourlifeLuncumo.Frombrothertoanother?Who

doesthat?Ishould'veknownfromthemomentyou



threwyourselfatmethatyouareawhore!"

Iblinkthetears,ihaveahugelumponmythroat.

"Where,whereareyou?"

"Byebitch"

Iworemysneakersandrandownstairs.

"Woah,woahLuncumobecareful"

"Shaka,Thuthuka,Musahehe"

Tearsareblockingmyview,ican'ttalkthere'sa

lumponmythroat.

"TrackThuthuka'sphonenowplease"

HetakeouthisPhone.

"Let'sgo,pleasecomewith"

Itakehishandandmakearuntothedoor.

"What'shappening?"

IcouldhearLeleaskingbehindus.

"WewilltalklaterLelenotnow"

ShakaandIgetInsidethecar.



"What'shappeningLuncumo?WhyisThuthukain

theoutskirtsofJohannesburg?"

"Musashothim"

"Letmedrive,connecttheGPSonthecar"

Wechangeseats,iconnectedtheGPS.

Thecarisflying,ihavetheurgetovomit.

.

ThecarcomesintohaltandIopenthedoorIvomit

allthefoodIhadinmystomach.Shakaisnowhere

tobefound,ilookaheadandThereisThuthukaon

thegroundIruntowhereheiswithShakachecking

thepulse.

"Hispulseissofaint,it'sbeatingsoslowly.Let's

rushhimtothehospital."

Inod,mymindisnothere.Heplacehimonthe

backseatIseattheretooandplaceThuthuka'shead

ontopofmythighs.

"Babepleaseopenyoureyes,justopenthem"

Ipleadwithtearsfallingdownmycheeks.



Hecoughs

"Pleasedon'tcough,pleaseSthandwasam"

"Mfaziwam"

Hesaysgatheringallthestrengththathehaswith

hiseyesstillclose.

"IloveyouThuthuka,ican'tlooseyou.Pleasehold

on,wegettingthere."

Iwipemytearswiththebackofmyhand.

Ihavebloodonmyhandsandclothes.

HowcouldMusadothistohisbrother?.

"Wehere"

Shakaparksinfrontofthehospital.

HetakesThuthuka,iruntothedoor.

"Helppleasehelp!"

Iamscreaming..

TwomalenursecomeswithaStretcherandplace

Thuthukaontopofit.

"Pleasetakethisformandfillitin"



TheDoctorhandsmetheform,myhandsare

shakingandbloodied.

Ilookup,"Godpleasesavehim."

.

.

AnotherinsertwillbepostedatNight!.

EnjoyyourDay .
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Iparkedthecarandjoggedinsidethehouse.

"Iwasbusywithmygirlwhenyoudisturbedmy

peace,whatarewedoinghere?"

Nqabaaskedtotallyannoyed,Juniorislookingat

mepissedtoo.

Icalledthemtomyhouse,ineededsomeonetotalk

andmybrothershappenedtobeavailable.



"Ididsomethingbad,andIregretitnow.Iam

scaredoftheoutcome,ididn'tmeantodoitIwas

justmad."

"Whatdidyoudo?"

Juniorasked.

"IshotThuthuka!"

"What?"

Nqabaaskstandinguplookinginterested.

"HeisdatingLuncumo,ishothim3times.Ileftwith

alotofbloodcomingfromthegunwounds.Iran

andcalledLuncumo,butIdidn'ttellherwhere

Thuthukais.IamscaredIamsurehe'sdead,he

haslostalotofblood."

"Whereistheplace?"

Nqabaaskstakinghiscarkeys.

"Let'sgo"

Isay,I'drathershowthemonmyown.

"Ifhe'sdeadtrustmeBafo,iamnothelpingyou

hideadeadbodyespeciallymybrother'sbody"



Weallgetinsidemycar.

JuniorisawfullyquietI'msurehe'sthinkingabout

thissituationandfindingasolution.

"Whendidtheystartdating?"

Juniorfinallyasked.

"Theyhave3monthsnowdating."

Isaylookingahead.

"Thatmeanit'sbeen8monthssinceyou'vebroken

upwithher."

Hesayscalmly.

"HeismyBrotherandshe'smyexgirlfriend.Even

thoughhesayshelovedherbeforeheevenknew

aboutus,heshould'vewentforher.Hebrokethe

brocode."

"Wait,Luncumoisthegirlhewastalkingabout?"

Nqabadisturbsmehalfwaythroughmysentence.

"Whatgirl?"

Juniorask.



"Luncumo,he'sthereasonherelocatedthissideit

wasnotbecauseofus.Butshetoldhimthatshe

hasaboyfriend,buthesaidhewon'tpushthingshe

willjustleteverythinghappensnaturally."

Nqabaexplains.

"SoHewasn'tlyingtome?"

Iask,henods.

Ihitthesteeringwheel.

"Shit"

Icurseinside

"ShouldIdrive?"

Juniorasks

"No,I'mfine."

There'ssilenceinthecar.

IparkedwhereIparkedwhenIcameherewith

Thuthuka.

"He'sgone!"

Isay,worried.



"Whatdoyoumeanhe'sgone?"

Nqabaasks.

Iturnonmyflashlight,it'sdarknow.

WecanseeBlood,butthere'snobody.

"Doyouthinksomeonegottohimbeforeus?"

Juniorasks

"Nah,thisroadishardlyused.Noonedrivesthis

side,itleadstotheforest."

Wetrytocrackourheads!

"Weneedhelpfromsomeone"

Juniorsuggests.

"Who?"

NqabaandIasksatthesametime.

"Ngwane"

Ilookathimasifhewillsayhe'sjoking.Ishota

person,andthatpersonismysupposedBrother.

Dadwouldreallythrowmeinjailsametime.

"Areyoumad,areyouhigh?"



Iaskhimheshrugs.

"Wehavenochoicebro,wherearewegoingtostart

searchingforThuthuka?"

Nqaba'sphonerings,helooksatit.

"It'sShaka"

Hesays,hecouldbeworriedaboutThuthukanot

comingbackfromwork.

"WhatamIgoingtosaytohimifheaskabout

Thuthuka'swhereabouts?"

Nqabaasks.

"Puthimonloudspeaker,tellhimyouhaven'tseen

Thuthukatoday."

Heanswersandputitonspeaker.

"Nqaba"

"Shaka"

"WhereisMusa?Yourbrother?"

"Idon'tknowwhyyouaskingabouthim?"

Helooksatmeconfused.



"Tellhim,heshouldstartcountinghisblessingsand

hemustlivetothefullesthecandieanytimesoon.I

don'tmakeemptythreatsNqaba,shouldThuthuka

notmakeit.I'mcomingforhimandmore,she

shouldsleepwithoneeye"

Hedropsthecall,theybothlookatme.

"Heisnotjoking,youshouldwatchyourback.He

meanteachandeverywordhesaid,judgingbyhis

voicekushubileforwenaBafo."

Juniorsayswalkingtothecar.

Wefollowbehindhim,itosshimthecarkeysfor

himtodrive.IamnotIntherightsensestodrive,

mymindiseverywhere.

.

.
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"Youcangohomeandtakeashoweryouhave

bloodalloveryourclothes"



Shakasayshandingmeacoffee

"Youarebloodiedtoo,andIamnotleavingheretillI

knowthatThuthukaisfine."

Henods

"Youlovehim?"

Heasklookingatmeintheeye

"Yes,alot.Hemeansalottome,icaredeeply

abouthim.Hehasshownmenothingbutlove.Do

youthinkhewillmakeit?"

Iaskwipingmytears.

"He'sstrong,hewillmakeit.Hewilldefinitelycome

backforYou,heLovesyousomuch."

"IknowheLovesme.Iamafraidtoloosehim,i

wouldn'tbeabletodealwiththefactthathe'snot

comingback.Iwanthimtopullthrough."

"Hewillpullthrough,trustme."

Inod,hehugsme.

"Idon'tknowwhyMusadidthis"



Isayremovingmyselffromhisarms.

"Don'tworryaboutThatone,he'sasmallfish.He

willgetwhat'sdueforhim,hewillgetithothot!"

ThatsoundedlikeathreatbutIdidn'tmindit.

"MrsZulu"

Thedoctorshouts.

"YesDoctor"

Ilookatthedoctor.

"Tellmehe'sfinedoctor."

"Yourhusbandisstable,he'sinintensivecareunit."

"ICU?"

Iaskwithhandsinmymouth.

"Hesufferedseveregunwounds,onepenetrated

nexttohisheartitwasacloserange."

Hesays.

"Ishegoingtobefine?"

"Thatwedon'tknowbutheispromising,he'sone

fightingandstrongfella.Buthe'snotbreathingon



hisown,he'susingoxygentobreath"

Inodmyheadwithabrokenheart.

"Allit'suptohimtowakeup,itcantakeafewdays

forhimtowakeuporweeksmaybemonths.His

situationisnotthatstablebutwemanagedto

stabilizeit,weremovedthebulletsthough,wewill

workwithhimthroughoutI'llletyouknowwhen

therearechangesregardinghim."

Inod

"ThankyousomuchDoctor,pleasesavehim."

"Don'tworryma'amwewilltryourlevelbesttosave

yourhusband"

Inod.

"Canweseehim?"

Iasknicely.

"No,heisresting.Youcangonow,changeclothes,

sleepandcomebackinthemorning."

"IamnotleavingtillIseehim"

Iprotest,ijustwanttoseehim.



"2minutesonlyma'am.Followme"

HewalksaheadofmeandShakawefollowthe

rightbehindhim.

"Wecan'tcomprehendifhecanhearyouornotfor

now.Buttrybringpositivevibeswhenyouare

aroundhim"

Inod.

Heopenstheslidingdoor,hehasplentymachines

connectedtohim.Helostalotofbloodsomeone

donatedbloodforhim,hedidn'tevenhavetowait

foramatchhefoundoneeasilyhesuchaluckyand

blessedman..Ican'tevenrecognisehishandsome

face.

"IwillnevereverforgiveMusaForthis.Pleasebe

strongZulu,istillneedyouandIlovesoMuch."

Itouchhisarms,andrunoutofhisward.

Shakastopsmeandhugsme.

"Bestrongfriend,he'sgonnabefine.Hewillcome

backtoyou."

Inod,notknowingwhetherIfishouldbelievehim



ornot.

"IamproudofYou,youarestrongNcums.

EverythingwillbeokayFriend"

Hebrushesmyback.

"ThankyouShaka,forbeingthereforyourFriend."

"ThuthukaismorethanaFriend,he'sabigbrother

tome.Iwillalwaysbethereforhimwhenever

needsme."

Inodandgivehimafaintsmile.

"Everythingwillbeokay,nowlet'sgohome"

Heremovesmefromhischestandwipesmytears..

Hetakesmyhandaswewalkoutofthehospital.

.

SosorrytheInsertcamelate,igotbusy!

HaveaGoodnight.

Anqobile
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IwaswalkingwithShaka,hehadhisrighthandon

me.

"Youfine?"

Inod,it'salittlebitchillyoutsidebutIdressedup

warmly.

"YeahIamfine"

WemadeourwayInside,hegreetedthe

Receptionistpolitelyaswepassedtowherewe

werelastnight.

Thepassageisfull,LelehersisterandtheirMother

arehere.AlongsidewithThuthuka'sbrothersthat

includesMusa,MaZuluisalsoherewithher

husband.

IcanfeelShakatighteningthegriponmyhand.

"Pleasecalmdown,don'tdoanythingstupidthisis



ahospital."

Henodsandbreathesoutheavily.

MaZulucomestouswithangerwritteninherface.

"Idon'twantyouhere,pleaseleavethishospital."

Ohshe'snottalkingtome,whyisshelookingatme.

"Areyoutalkingtome?"

Shechucklesmockingly

"NoI'mtalkingtothegirlnexttoYou,ofcourseI'm

talkingtoyou."

Isquintmyeyes,idon'tknowwhetherI'mhearing

herverywell.

"ItrustedYou,ithoughtyouwereaGoodgirlbut

you'rearenothingbutaGoldDiggingslut,fromone

brothertoanother."

ThatcutdeepbutIcouldn'tgiveherthesatisfaction.

"Iwantyououtofhere,It'sallbecauseofyour

whoringmysonisfightingforhislife.Youmade

brothersfight,justbecauseofyounondindwa.It's

allyourfaultthatmysonisinthere,iwantyouto



leavethisHospital."

ShepushesmeandistumbledbackwardsthatI

almostfellbutShakacatchedme.

Myeyeswereblurrybecauseofthetearsinmy

eyes.

TheAuntcametoo,shelookedatmeindisgust.

"Iknewyouwereavileyounglady.Iknewyour

intentionswerebad,themomentIsawyou.Busy

datingsomeone'shusband."

"Husband?"

I'msurethatcameoutasawhisper,ihavehuge

lumponmythroat.Ican'tevenbreath,thisisalast

nail.

Who'shusbandamIdating?

"Yes,Lele'sHusband.ThuthukaisLele'shusband

heismarriedtoSimbulele."

Icanfeelmychestclosingup,idon'thaveany

answersnoranythingtosay.

"Leavenowyouwhore,leavethisHospitaland



nevercomeback.Leaveourlives,andshouldIsee

youagain,trustmeIwoulddomoredamageonthat

prettyfaceofyours.LeavemySonsalone,wedon't

needyouinourlives.LeavemysonThuthukaalone

too,youheardhe'samarriedman!."

MaZulupushedmeonelasttimeandIfinallyfell

thistimearoundcozsheusedforceonmeandall

theenergyIhadwasdrainedandIdidn'tevenhave

thestrengthtofight.

ShakaofferedhishandformebutIpolitelydeclined.

"Isittrue?"

Thewordsseemedtobeleavingmymouthdry,i

don'tknowwheretheenergytoaskthatcamefrom.

"I'mSorryNcumo"

That'sallShakasay,andthat'swhatIneededasan

Answer.I'msureeveryman'sexplanationis'I'm

sorry'andI'mtiredofit.

Istoodupandwalkedoutofthecorridors,iheldmy

chestcozIwashavingpains.

Icouldn'tbreath,mychestclosedup.



"Ma'amareyouokay"

IfaintlyheardthevoiceasIcouldn'tholdmyselfI

placedmyhandsonmychestbutIfaileddismally

tobreath,mymouthwasdrysowasmythroat.

Isawblurry,myeyesightwasgettingslimydarker.

.

.
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Luncomefellontheground,andtheNursethat

askedifshe'sokayrantoherandshoutedforhelp.

TheDoctorsrantowheretheNursewasshouting

forhelp.

Shakasawthesceneashewasrunningafter

Luncumododriveherhomecozhesawshewasn't

intherightstateofmind.

"What'swrongwithher?"

"Ithinkshe'shavingapanicattack,doyouknowher

sir?"



"Yes,she'smylittlesister."

Shakasaidastheyranthestretchergivingher

Oxygentobreath.

"Excuseussir,wewillbebusywithher.Youcan

waitforheroutside."

Theypushedhimout,astheyclosedthedoors.

Withangerhematchedtowardsthewaitingroom

whereThuthuka'sfamilywaswaitingat.

HethrewpunchesafterpunchesonMusa,hewas

likeamadman.JuniortriedtoStophim,butShaka

wasstrongerthanhim.Hekickedthedisoriented

Musa.

Ngwanegrabbedhimontheside,hecouldn'tfight

himcozhewasanelder.

"Whyareyoubehavinglikeahooligan?Whoareyou

even?"

MaZuluaskedwalkingtoMusa.

ShakaremovedhimselffromNgwaneandhe

walkedaway.



Nqabafollowedhim.

"Shaka!"

Hedidn'tturn,hewasbackonthewardLuncumo

wasinwaitingfortheDoctor'supdate.

HeknewthathehastobethereforLuncumocoz

that'swhatThuthukawouldwant.

HeknowsThuthukawillbemadshould

hehearthatLuncumowasmistreatedbyhis

mother,andthenamecalling.

"I'msorryman,iknowyouangry.Iamangryat

Musatoo,that'snothowtohandlethingsbuthe

regretsit.Hewasangry,hefeltbetrayedandhe

actedonhisangerwithoutthinkingaboutthe

consequences."

NqabasaidandlookedatShakawholookedathim

too.

"Whydidn'tyoufightyourmotheroffLuncumo?The

namecalling,youknowNcumoisnoteventhatvile,

she'sjustagirlwhofollowedherheartshedidn't

deservethatfromyourmother"



Shakaasks,runningawayfromtheMusaissuecoz

allhewantsistoseeMusainahospitalbedtoo.

"Mymotherisstubborn,butiamsuresgedidn't

meanthat.SheadoresNcumo,andshe'sworried

aboutThuthuka."

"ShehaslostThuthukaonceagain.Wannagofora

smoke?"

Nqabanodded,eventhoughhecouldn'tunderstand

thepartShakajustsaidthathismotherhaslost

Thuthukaonceagain.

Theywentoutforasmokenoonesaidanything,

theywerejustsmoking.

ShakawasnowcalmbutworriedaboutLuncumo's

health.

HeisalsomadatThuthukaforhidingthetruthfrom

Luncumo.

JuniorJoinedthem,Nqabapassedthecigaretteat

him.

"Youcoolman?"

JuniorasksShaka.



"Yeah"

Shakaresponds.

Theysmokedsilently.

"Gents,I'llseeyou."

Shakasaidthenleftthemwithoutreplying.

"What'supwithYou?"

JuniorasksNqaba.

"What'supwithme?Idon'tunderstand."

"YouneedtoplayfarawayfromShaka,he's

dangeroussodoesThuthuka.Iamscaredonbehalf

ofMusa,thesepeoplearedangerous."

Nqabalooksathimconfused.

"Howdangerous?"

Nqabaasked.

"RobbingtheItalianscleankindadangerous.Killing

peoplewithnoconsciousandremorsekinda

dangerous."

"Howdoyouknowallthat?"



"Afriendofminetoldme,heknewThuthukafrom

somewhereandhetoldmeabouttheirshady

business,henceTheyhavelargeamountsof

money."

Nqabanods,withalotrunninginhismind.

ShakafindstheDoctorcomingoutoftheroom

Luncumowasin.

"HowissheDoctor?"

"Yoursisterhadapanickattack,shewillbefine.

Sheisrestingnow,we'vesedatedher,youcansee

herwheniswake."

"Shewillbefinethough?"

"Yeahthere'snodamagedone,shewillbefine.She

canbedischargedtomorrow."

"ThankyousomuchDoctor."

"Okay,pleasecomewithmetosigntheform,we

needtofollowtheformalities."

"YeahsureDoctor."

HefollowedtheDoctortohisoffice.



OnThuthuka'sside,MaZuluwalkeduptoLelewho

wasabsentminded.

"HowareyoufeelingSisi"

MaZuluasksLele.

"Iwillbefine,ijustwantMagebatobefinethat's

all."

MaZulusmiled,sucharespectfuldaughterin-law

shesaidtoherself.

TheDoctorwalkeduptothemsmiling.

Hefrownedwhenhecameintorealisationthatthe

Wifeandthebrotherarenothere.Hecan'tdeliver

thenewstostrangersheneedatleastoneofthe

twothatbroughthispatienthere.

"UhmWhereisMrsZulu?"

Heaskedaftergreetingeveryone.

"Heresheis"

MaZulupointedatLele

"Iamsorryma'ambutIamlookingforMrsZulu

whowashereLastnight,whobroughtMrZulu.I



can'tshareanyinformationtoyoubecauseIdon't

knowanyofyourrelationsWithmypatient."

"IamhisMotherDoctor,thisishiswifeand

brothers.Wearehisfamily."

"Iamsorryma'amtillIseeMrsZulutheoneIsaw

LastnightorthebrotherthatcameyesterdayIcan

giveanupdate,ican'tupdateyouit'spartofthe

HospitalpolicyIamsorry.Ifyouwillexcuseme."

Hewalkedaway

Lelerantohim.

"Justtellmehewillbefinedoctor,justthisthing."

"Hewillbefine"

ThedoctornoddedatLeleandwalkedaway.

"ThatWitch"

MaZulucursedwithangerinherface.

Musawasseatedquietlyatthefarcorner,hisheart

brokewhenHismothercursedatLuncumo.He

knewthatLuncumodidnothingwrongbuthis

motherisjustbeingamother.Hewantedtoshield



herfromtheinsultsbutapartofhimthoughtthat

shedeserveswhatcameforherbecauseshe

movedfromhimtohisbrotherswithoutany

remorse,it'slikeshewantedtohurthimbymoving

onsoquickly.

.

.
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LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA



.

IlookedaroundandjudgingbymysurroundingsI'm

intheHospital.

AsItriedtoseatstraightShakawalkedin.

"Ncums"

"PleaseCalltheNursetobringmyDischarge

papers,Iwanttobehome."

Henodsandleaves.

Hewalksbackwithanurse,ichangeintothe

clothesIwaswearingearlieron.

"Whereismyphone?"

IasktheNurse.

"Herema'am"

"Thankyou"

IwalkedoutwithShakafollowingme.

Istandnexttohiscar,HeopenedthecarIgot

inside.

Hegotintooanddrove.



"Yougood?"

"Yeah,Let'srathernottalk.I'mnotinthemood."

Henodsandcontinuedondriving.

Itookourmyphoneandtypedinamessage.

"Ineedyounow,morethanever.I'matmyweakest

andyoutheonlypersonthathasseenmeonmy

weakest"

Ipressessendandclosedmyeyes,tryingtoblock

everythingthathashappened.

Shakaparksinfrontofmygate.

"LuncumoI'mreallysorry"

Ijustsmileandnod.

Iwalkedout.

"Thankyoufordrivingmehome"

Iclosethedoorandmakemywayinside.

IfoundMerywithSikieandMigcobo.

"Sis,howisBhut'Thuthuka?"

SikieasksassoonasIenter.



IjustwalkawayfromthemasifIdidn'tseethem.

IlockedthedoorofmyroomassoonasIgotInside.

It'salreadylate,ijustwanttosleepandprobably

neverwakeupagain.

Isearchformysleepingpills,ifoundthemonmy

pillcabinet.

Itakethejugofwaterthatisalwaysonmybedside.

Ipopin2sleepingpillsanddrankthewater.

Iworemywarmpyjamasandgotonbed,covered

myselfwithblankets.

IswitchedoffmyphoneandtookmyiPodand

listenedtomyoldsongs.

JustinTimberlake-Crymeariverwasthefirstsong

toplay.

Iclosedmyeyesandallowedmysleeptokickin.

"Youweremysun

Youweremyearth



Butyoudidn'tknowallthewaysIlovedyou,no

Soyoutookachance

Andmadeotherplans

ButIbetyoudidn'tthinkthattheywouldcome

crashingdown,no"

.

.

Iwokeuptoaloudbangonthedoor,thelight

blindedme,icoveredmyselfwiththeblanketsand

groaned.

Iyawntired.

It's2:30pmIoverslept,itmustbethesleepingpill.

"Ncuncu"

Iwidenmyeyes,iquicklyremovedtheblanketsand

madearuntothedoor.

AssoonasIOpenedthedoorIcrushedmyselfin

herarms.

Iwailedasifsomeonedied,ohyeah.Someonedid



die!

Shewalkswithmeinsidemyroomandclosedthe

doorsurelyforSikieandMigcobonottohearour

conversation.

"Crymychild"

Shesaysbrushingmyback

"KubuhlunguMama"

Isaypointingatmyheart.

"It'ssopainful,it'sasifsomeonereapedmyheart

outafterstabbingitforcountlesstimes."

"Whathappened?"

Sheask.

"Canyoujustholdme"

Shenodsunderstanding.

ICryinherarms

"IwantittostopMama,pleasemakeitstop.It's

hurtingme"

"BreathNcumo"



"Ican'tbreathMama"

Shepanics

"Migcobo,CallanAmbulance."

Sheshoutsontopofhervoice.

"Ncuncu,PleasemybabyIknowyou'restrongfight

this."

"Notanymore,I'mnotstrongerMama"

Thedooropens,MigcobowithaCellphoneonhis

earandworriedMeryandSikelelwa.

.

.

NARRATED

.

Ncumo'sMotherlookedatherDaughter,andthe

sceneinfrontofherremindedherofthesame

scenethathadhappenedyearsbackwhenNcumo

was15yearsoldandwhenshewasstillinhigh

school.



Shenevertaughtthatherdaughterwouldgo

throughthesamethingagain.AsasthmaticNcumo

is,shecouldbehavingaheartattackrightnow.

She'sheavingheavily.

"Howfaristhe911?"

MrsJolaAsksMigcobo.

"Ontheirway"

"PleaseSearchforanAspirininthePillcabin,and

MerypleasebringdamptoweltowipetheSweat

sheissweating."

Everyonegetsbusy,Sikelelwaisstillstandingnext

tothedoorlookingatherBigSister'sbodytearsare

flowinginherdarkbeautifulface.She'sscaredon

behalfofhersister.

"TheAmbulanceishere"

Migcobosayswalkingout,tofetchtheparamedics.

Theroomisnowfilledwiththeparamedics.

"Whatdowehave?"

Oneoftheparamedicsasksassoonastheycheck



uponLuncumo.

"HeartAttack,weneedtorushhertotheHospital.

Supplyoxygentoheraswemovehertothecar"

Theycommunicatebetweeneachother.

MrsJolaClimbsatthebackwithherhandsnot

leavingherdaughters.

"I'lldriverightbehindtheAmbulancewiththe

Twins."

Merysaysrunningtohercar.

.

AssoonastheyarriveintheHospital,theytakeher

totheEmergencyRoom.

MrsJolasignedthepapers.

MeryandTwinsmadetheirwaytoher.

"Whereisshe?"

"Emergencyroom"

Theynod,noonesaysanything,it'scomfortable

Silence.



EveryoneisworriedaboutLuncumoandMrsJolais

askingherselfwhattriggeredtheincidentandwhy

didLuncumocallherhere.Itbrokeherheartthat

herDaughterissufferingandTheyarefarawayto

takecareofher,sheneedsanswersfromthe

Doctor'sbeforeshecallsherhusbandandinforms

himaboutLuncumo.

ShakapassesthembuthenoticethatLuncumois

notwiththem.

"Meryhi,whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Luncumohadanepisodethismorningweyetto

knowwhat'swrongwithher."

Henods

"Yesterdayshewashere,theDoctorsaiditwasa

panicattackandnothingbig"

"Whoareyou?"

MrsJolaAsks

"I'mLuncumo'sfriendShaka.Wewehereyesterday

tovisitherboyfriend."

MrsJolanods



"HowisBhut'Thuthuka?"

Migcoboasks

"Hewokeuplastnight,icametovisithimtoday"

Theynodded

"I'msurehewillbeworriedaboutLuncumo,she

wasworriedabouthimtoo"

Shakanods,it'sclearLuncumodidn'ttellherfamily

aboutwhathappenedyesterday.

HebidsgoodbyeandwalktoThuthuka'sward.

TheDoctormakesherwayoutoftheERandwalks

toMrsJola.

"Youdon'thavetoworry,it'sjustthatshehad

shortnessofBreathandherchestwasclosedup.I

willgiveherapumpforwhensheisunableto

breathshecanuseit.I'venoticeshehasAsthma,it

willbebetterifsheusethepump.Itwillhelpher,

andshewillbefine!."

"ThankyouDoctor,issheawake?Canweseeher?"

"Yes,buttheNurseswillhavetoremoveherfrom



theEmergencyRoomandtakehertooneofthe

wards."

Theynod.

Theyfollowedthestretcher,tothewardshe's

supposedtoberestingin.

"YouscaredusNana"

Wheneveryonehassettled,MrsJolabroketheice.

"I'msorry"

Ncumosayslookingatablankwall.

"Whathappened?"

"Betrayalhappened,andI'lltellyoueverythingbut

notnowespeciallynothere!"

Luncumoreplytohermother.

"Canyoupleasegiveusamoment?"

MrsJolaAskslookingatMeryandtheTwins.

"GetwellsoonBabeIloveyou"

MerysayskissingLuncumo'sforehead.

"Getwellsis"



Thetwinssaysinunison,theyleaveMrsJolawith

Luncumo.

"Youaregoingtotellmeeverythinghereandnow,if

youstruggletobreathagainatleastwewillbein

hospital."

Luncumosighs,sheknowshermother'swordsare

final.

MrsJolaknewabouttheentanglementbetween

NcumoandtheBrothers.

Luncumotoldhermothereverythingnotleaving

anythingandwhathappenedyesterdayandwhat

shefoundedoutaboutThuthuka.

"Didyousayshepushedyou?"

MrsJolaasked.

"OutofeverythingIsaid,youonlyconcernedabout

MaZulupushingme?IaminlovewithaMarried

manMama!"

Luncumohalfshouts.

"WewillrevisitthatonceI'mdonewiththatwoman

noonelaysahandonmychildrenwedidn'tcarry



youfor9monthstogether,ifthatThuthukaishere

surelythatMaZuluisheretoo.Shewillhaveto

pushsomeoneherage,inevergavebirthtoyoufor

somelowlifewomantopushyouandcallyoua

whoreandawitch.Shewilllivetotellthetale,she

willknowmetoday!AndenziwaNjalomna!"

Shewalksoutoftheroom,she'sspittingfireher

Dragonnessisback!

.

.
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MrsJolawalkedaroundtheHospitalwiththehopes



ofFindingThuthuka'sfamilybuttherewasnoluck.

Whenshewasabouttogiveupandgobackto

consoleherDaughter.ShesawMnqobi,he

remembershimfromMigcobo'sCeremony.

"Yeywenawhere'syourmother?"

Mnqobiwidenhiseyes,Hewasshockedtosee

Luncumo'smother.

"She'sinsidewithThuthuka."

"Showmewheretheyarerightnow"

Shefixesherskirt,andwalksrightbehindMnqobi

who'sabsentmindedaboutwhat'sabouttogo

down!.

HegetInsidetheroomthatisfilledwithhisentire

family,includingtheWifeohMusaisnotwiththem.

"LookhereWoman,Ididn'tspend9monthsofweird

craving,gainingweight,eatinglikeapigforyouto

raiseyourhandonmydaughter.Wedon'tgivebirth

forotherpeoplebutus!.SundiqhelaMna!"

Shedidn'tevenwastetimeforformalities.



TheEntireroomwasfilledwithsilencenoonesaid

anything.

"ThenwhydidyougivebirthtoaWhore?A

homewrecker?Didyouspendthe9monthsofwhat

youcountedtoraiseawhore?"

MrsJolaChucklesbitterlyclearlythiswoman

doesn'tknowher.

WhereasThuthukaispissedbywhathismother

justsaid.

HisLuncumoisnotahomewreckerletalonea

whore!

"CallmyDaughteraWhoreagain!"

MrsJoladaresMaZulu.

"YourdaughterisWho.."

Shedidn'tevenfinishhersentenceasahotslap

landedonherface.

"Repeatwhatyoujustsaidagain!"

MrsJolaisboilingwithAnger.

"Isaidyourdaughterisawh.."



Anotherslaponhercheek..

ThatangersMaZulu,shepushesThroughLelewho

wasnexttoherandchargestoMrsJolawho's

chargingathertoo.

MrsJolatripsMaZuluandshefellonthefloor,in

secondsshe'sontopofherbeatingherup!.

NgwaneremovedMrsJolaawayfromhiswife.

"NdiyekeWena!"

MrsJolaremovedNgwane'shandsoffherangrily.

Shestoodupandfixherself.

"Who'stheWifehere?"

Sheaskaround.

"That'sher"

Lele'sMothersaidthatwithasmileonherface..

"Letmeguessyouthemotherright?"

Lele'sMothernods.

"CallmyDaughterVileandawitchagaintrustmeif

itwasn'tforthisManyouwouldbejoiningyour



friendontheground.Nexttimejustknowthatyou

don'tmesswithKholeka'sChildren.I'mKholeka

Kay1nottwice,daretestmeI'llshowyouflames.!"

ShewalksOut,butwalksbackinandgave

ThuthukaaslapandpinchedthroughtheGun

wounds,Thuthukatooktheblowsasamanthathe

is!.

"WenaBhut'Madlisa,MrToughguyyouleavemy

daughteralone!.Shouldyoucallher,touchher,

meethertrustmeyouwon'tendherebutinhell

whereyoudeserve.Ifyouseeheronthewayturn

awayorchangeyourdirection.Avoidmydaughter

nx!"

ShewalkedpassedaheavilybreathingMaZulu.

Shesnatchedthewigthatwasonherhead.

"YaSlayQueen,tellthepolicewhathappenedhere

youandIwillshareacellcozifyouarrestme,you'll

besurelyarrestedtooforaccusingmydaughterof

Whitchcraftthatyouhaven'tseen.Avoidme

woman,whenyouseemeyoubetterruntosave

yourlife!."



ShethrewthewigbackatMaZuluandwalkedout.

Atleastalltheangershehad,justvanished.

ShewalkedbackinLuncumo'swardbreathing

heavily.

"WhatdidyoudoMama?"

"ShoweduSlayQueenwhoisbosshere!"

LuncumoSighs!

"OhandyourBoyfriendisawake"

ThatsentLuncumoonafoulmood.

.

.

THUTHUKAZULU

.

"Whatjusthappen?"

Thuthukaaskedandnooneanswered.

"Iwon'taskagain"

He'sangry,Shakacanseethroughhispoppedout



veins.

"AskyourPreciousMother"

Shakasaysstiflinghislaugh,whatjusthappened

wasfuntohim.Luncumo'smotherwentgangster

oneveryone!

"MaZuluwhathappened?"

"WhydidyouchoosethatGirl?Yourbrother'sEx

GirlfriendThuthuka?You'resomeone'shusband

andyoubusychasingafteryourBrother'sex

girlfriend!"

Thuthukaclosehiseyestryingtocalmdown.

"WhatdidyousaytoLuncumoMaZulu?"

"Itoldherthetruth,andthatshe'saWhoregoing

frombrothertoanotherone!"

"Whythefuckareyouconcerningyourselfwithmy

life?Whogaveyoutherighttodothat?Whoareyou

tosaythattoLuncumowhereasyou'vedonethe

worst!"

"Boywatchthewayyoutalktoyourmother"



Ngwanethepeacemakerannouncedthatcalmly.

"She'snotmymother,shedoesn'tdeservetobemy

mother.Ifwasreallymymothershewould'veknow

howmuchLuncumomeanstome,andshewouldn't

havesaidwhatshesaidtoher!"

MaZululooksdownwithshame.

"IwasscaredthatIwouldlooseyoumyson"

"Wellyou'vejustlostme.Youaredeadtome

MaZulu,youwerenottherewhenIwasyoungI

don'tknowwhatmademethinkyouwouldbea

mothernowthatI'mold!"

"Thuthuka!"

"No,don'tsayanyword."

Heshushedherup.

"AndAuntywhatdidyousaytoLuncumo?"

Lele'sMotherlooksdownscaredofwhatthe

outcomemaybe,Thuthukajustdisownedhis

mother.



"DoyouwantmetoaskagainAunty?"

"Itoldhershe'svileandshehadbadintentionsI

alsocalledherwitchplusahomewreckerfordating

amarriedman."

Thuthukanods.

"Doyouseearingonmyhands?"

Thuthukaasksraisinghisbothhands.

"No"

Lele'sMotherreplyshakingherhead.

"HaveyoueverreceivedaLobolafrommyfamily?

HaveyouattendedaweddingwhereIwasthe

groom?"

"No"

Shereplyagain.

ThuthukaNodsagain.

"ThenWhatrightdidyouhavetosaythatto

Luncumoknowingverywellshe'snotdatinga

MarriedMan?"



"Iamsorryson"

ThuthukaNods

"LelewasIwrongtopromisetotakecareofYou

andmybrother'schild?WasIwrongtopromiseto

makesureyou'llneversufferwhenI'mstillalive?

Youweremybrother'swife,youknewexactlyhow

muchIloveLuncumo.Callingmyselfyourhusband

wasamistakeright?Imeantakingcareofyouand

yourfamilywasamistakeright?Ihelpedyour

motherandnowshegoesanddothistotheonly

womanilove?WasIwrongtocareLele?"

"IamsosorryThuthuka,iknowwhatmymotherdid

waswrong.Iwouldunderstandifyouwanttocut

usoff,it'sunderstandablewewerewrong."

"Iwouldnevercutyouroff,ikeepmypromisesand

Imadeapromisetoyouandmylatebrother."

"Thankyou"

Lelesayswipinghertears.

"CanIhavetimealone,pleaseexcuseme!"

TheyallwalkedoutexceptforShakaofcourse.



"Shehadapanickattackandshe'shereagain

admitted."

Shakaannouncelookingthroughthewindow.

"Ineedtoseeherandexplaineverythingtoher."

"Ithinkyouneedtolethercalmdownfirst.She

doesn'twanttoseeyounorhearfromyou."

"IwillexplaineverythingtoherthenI'llleaveher.It

willbeherchoiceifshewantstocometome.I

knowiwassupposedtoexplaineverythingtoher

beforeeverythingescalatethisfast,ijustdidn't

thinkitwouldaffectherthismuch."

"Itwouldn'thaveaffectedthismuchifyoutoldher

thetruthearlieron.Nowsheheardnothingbutlies,

andshehatesyourightnow."

"Findherwardnumber,iwillvisitheratnight."

Shakanodsandwalkedout!.

Thuthukasighs,takingthepainin.

He'shurtthateverythingtranspiredinhisabsence

ledtohisbreakupwiththeFirstgirlhehasever

loved!.



ThatthechancesofgettingLuncumobackarevery

slim,heshould'vetoldherthetruththefirstday

LuncumoSawLele'sfamily!.

He'sbeatinghimselfupforwhathappenedandhe's

receivingnothingbutpain!.

.

.
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RITABILE

.



"CanIholdhim?"

TheNurselookedatmeandsmiled,shehandedme

mybabyboy.

"HelloBoy"

IsmiledproudlyasIwipedthesweatonmy

forehead.

"Welcometotheliving,mommylovesyousomuch,

morethananything"

Hecriedagain,notloudlythistimebuthestillcried,

ilookedattheNursecluelessIknownothingabout

babies.

"He'shungry"

Shesays

"Already?"

Iaskshelaughsandnods.

Sheteachesmehowtobreastfeed,andthelittle

princeisdryingmyboobsalreadyandit'salittlebit

painful.

ThedooropensMusawalkedIn,ijustignorehim



andcontinueonfeedingmybaby.

Icalledhimtheentireday,hedidn'tanswermy

phone.Ifitwasn'tfortheSecurityGuardIwould've

givenbirthathomeandonmyown.

Musahasbeendistancelately,andIdon'twhyhe

wasn'tevensleepingathome.

"IamSorrySthandwaSam"

That'sthefirstthinghesaystome,wearedoing

thisRelationshipthingagainandwewillseewhere

itwilltakeusto.Wearenotrushinganything,we

justtakingthingsslowly.

"CanIpleaseseehim?"

Hebegsslowly.

"WherewereyouMusa?"

"Iwashere,MyBrotherThuthukaisheretoo.He

wasshot,iamsorryIwasn'therewhenyougave

birth."

Iwipemytears,idon'tknowwhyIkeeponfooling

myselfwithMusa,thinkingwewillhaveabeautiful

Relationship.Nigahwasn'tevenpresentwhenIwas



givingbirthtohisfirstchild,hewassupposedtobe

hereholdingmyhandthroughouttheentirelabour

process.

HeisstillstuckuponLuncumo,hehasn'tforgotten

abouther.

Igavehimthebaby.

Hesmiledassoonasheheldhim.

"Khanyile,Ngwane"

Hesaysproudly.

"ThankyouRita,forgivingmesuchahandsome

baby.Thisisablessing,ineededthisinmylifeand

rightnow.Someonetolivefor,workhardfor,and

thatwillbemybabyboy.Sibusisomyblessing,can

InamehimSibusiso?"

Ijustnod,thisisthefirsttimeinawhileI'veseen

himthishappyandproud.

HewipestheTearsthatwereonhiseyesand

kissedSibusiso,ilovethename.

.



.

THUTHUKAZULU

.

Iwalkedinandclosedthedoorbehindme.

Sheliftsherheadupandnoticedthatit'sme.

"Whatthehellareyoudoingyou?"

Sheasksspittingfire.

"Justgiveme2minutestoexplain"

Iwalkclosertoher,withbothmyhandsonmy

chest.

Iamfeelingalotofpain,butIamtryingtobe

strong.

"Idon'tneedyourexplanationThuthuka,yesIwasa

fooltofallinlovewithyou,whenIshouldn'thave.

Youmademeanidiotinfrontofyourfriends,and

yourwifeplusherfamily.IhateyouThuthuka,andI

hatethefactthatILoveyousomuch.Youbrokemy

heart,nomanhaseverbrokemyheartlikethis.The

worstinallofthisisthat,istillloveyou.That



doesn'tmatter,allIknowisthatIdon'twant

anythingassociatingmewithyou.Nowtakeyour

sorryofanassandleaveIdon'twanttoseeyou

again!!"

Shesighsaftersayingthatandtouchherchest,she

breathsinandoutforafewminutes.Icanseethat

she'scalmnow.

"IknowandIamsorry.IknowI'vehurtyouandIam

sorrybutcanIhave2minutestoexplaineverything

thenIwillleave."

Shedoesn'tsayanything,iSigh.

"Ihadabrother,frommyFather'sSide.Hewasthe

onlypersonthatwasclosetome,wetreatedeach

otherlikeTwinssincewewerethesameagebut

differentmothers.Webothwenttofurtherour

studiesinCapeTown,westayedtheretogether.He

wasdoingengineeringandIwasdoingLaw.We

weresoclosethatnothingcamebetweenus.He

metLeleinVarsityandtheyfellinlove,wewerestill

closeasIsaidnothingcamebetweenus.He

foundedoutthatLelewaspregnant,heproposedto



marryher.Thatwasshotlivedthedayhewas

gunneddown,anddiedonthespot.Hemademea

promisebeforeheleftthatday.Thepromisewas

thatIshouldtakecareofLeleandhischild.Itdidn't

registerinmyheadthatImayloosehimthatday

butIdidloosemybrother,theonlypersonwho

understoodmeandwasthereformethroughevery

phaseofmylife.

IliveduptohispromiseandtookcareofLeleand

Khanya.WhenLelecalledmeandtoldmethather

motherwassick,ihelpedher.Simplybecausei

knewmybrotherwouldhelp,henceIbroughtthem

thisside.IhavenoRelationwithLeleotherthan

takingcareofherandherfamily.Iwouldn't

introduceyoutomywifelikethatifIwasmarriedto

her,iwouldn'tputyoufirstinsteadofher.It'sher

motherwhowantsmetomarryLele,idon'twant

hernordoIloveher.Iloveyou,andIknowI

should'vetoldyouallofthissooner.IamsorryI

didn'ttellyouthetruth,youhavealltherightsinthe

worldtohatemebutpleasedon'tleaveme

Luncumo,pleaseSthandwasam.Getangry,curse



atmebutdon'tleaveme.IloveyousomuchandI

amreallysorry."

Ilookedather,ikissedherforeheadandlimpedmy

wayoutofherward.

Iwasfeelingalotofpain,ithoughtshewasgoing

totellmetostopandtellmethatsheforgivesme

butshedidn't.

Iguessshe'sstillmadatmebutIhopesheforgives

me.

.

.

It'sShortIknow,wasbusytheentiredaybutI

promisedy'allaninserttodayandhereitis.

HaveaGoodnight

FIFTY

.

THUTHUKAZULU

.



"Areyoureadyman"

Inodmyheadandwalkedout.

Hetookmybagandfollowedme.

1fullweekwithouthearingfromLuncumo,whether

sheforgivesmeornotIdon'tknowsinceshetold

metoleaveheralone.

Shakaadvisedmetogivehersometime,andIam

missinghersomuch.

Iwouldtradeanythingtohaveheronmyarms

again.

IgotInsidethecar,Shakadroppedmybagonthe

backseatandtookthedriver'sseat.

Hedroveoff,iplayedsomemusicsinceI'mnotin

themoodtotalk.

"Musawantstotalktoyou."

"Tellhimtogotohell"

Isaidlookingoutsidethewindow,idon'twant

anythingassociatingmewiththatFamilyIamdone

withthem.NqabaistheonlypersonIwouldtalkto



fromthatFamily,plushisfather.Idon'thaveany

badbloodwithhimjusthiswifeandhisSonMusaI

don'tknowaboutJuniorhe'sonMusa'sSidethat's

whatIknow.

"Areyougoingtorevengeyourself?"

Shakaasks,icouldbestupidtorevengemyselfon

Musa.

"NO,He'snotevenmymatchIwouldbeplaying

hideandsickwithachildmos.It'sover,ijustdon't

wantanythingtodowithhimfornow.Maybein

monthsoryearstocomewewillbefineagainbut

notatthemoment."

Henodshisheadandcontinuedondriving.

.

.

LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

.

"Youmisshim?"



Ishakemyhead.

"Iheardhe'sgettingdischarged."

"Goodforhim."

"He'syourboyfriend."

"HewasMery,notanymore."

Shenodsandcontinuesoneatingherfruit.

"AnyNewsonLorna?"

"OhsorryforgottotellYou,she'sbackinCape

Towntovisithermother.It'sonlyfor1month,she

willcomeback"

Inod,iwasworriedabouther.

"SoyoureallyforgettingaboutThuthuka?"

"HeliedtomeMery."

"Atleasthe'snotmarried"

"That'sthesame,ialmostdiedbecauseofaMan"

"AManthatyouLove."

"Loved"



"Stillthatcounts,youcanforgivehimatleast"

IsighedandlookedatMery.

"LookMery,Idon'tthinkIcanforgivehim.I'mdone

withMaZulu'sSons.WhydoIhavetobetheone

alwayshurting?It'snotgoodformeI'msorry,soI'd

ratherbesinglethattobeinaRelationship."

IdranktheWinethatwasinmyhandandminded

MyowndamnBusiness.

.

MyhandsaresweatingasIamdriving,myheartis

beatingsofast.

IdrinkthelastcontentoftheLondon'sGinGordon's.

IstopedbytheRobotsandlookedforthebottleof

Wineinthebackseat.

Idrankfromthebottle,howIamdrivingthisdrunk

onlyGodknows.

IstopedattheGate,thesecurityguardsawthatit

wasmeandopenedtheGateforMe.

Idroveinsidewithmyheartbeatingmorefaster.



IgulpdowntheWine,iparkrightnexttoShaka's

Car.

Igotoutofthecar,ialmoststumbledandfellbutI

balancedmyselfwithShaka'sCar.

ItookofftheheelsIwaswearingandwalked

barefooted.

Iknockedatthedoor,noonewasopening.

Ibangedthedoorloudenoughforsomeonetohear.

Shakaopenedthedoorfuriously,hisfacemeltedat

mysight.

"Ncumoatthistime?"

"Whattime?"

Iasked.

"Who'sthatShaka?"

Thuthukaasked,ipushedShakaasideandgot

Inside.

"Luncumoatthistimewhatareyoudoinghere?"

Idroppedtheheelsonthefloorandwalkedtowards



him.

"Whattimeisit?"

"It's2aminthemorning,waitingareyoudrunk

Luncumo?"

"Whatme?DrunkHaiboThuthukawhatkindof

drugsareyousmoking?"

Shakalaughedandleftusstandinginthelounge.

Thuthukamovedcloser

"Whodroveyouhere?"

"Me,icandriveright?"

HestoodrightinfrontofMe.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?Weren'tyoutheonewho

saidyoudon'twanttoseemeeveragain?"

Iburpedhelookedaway

"Icametofetchmyclothes"

"Shakadroppedyourclothesduringtheweek,what

clothesareyoutalkingabout?"

"IcametoseeShaka,he'smyfriendafterall"



"Okayletmegoandsleepthen."

Hewalkedawayleavingmealonelikeanidiot.

Isatdownonthefloorandcried.

Hecameback.

"What'swrongMa'am?"

"AmIdisgustingtoyouThuthuka?Don'tyoulove

meanymoreThuthuka?"

Helookedatmeamused.

"WhatdoyouwantfromMeSisi?"

"Iwantyou"

"You'redrunkLuncumo"

"ButIstillwantyou,ImissyouThuthuka."

Hewalkstothekitchenandcomesbackwitha

2litrebottlefilledwithwater.

"Comelet'sgo"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedupstairstohis

room.

Hewenttothebathroom,andcameback.



HetookofftheclothesIwaswearingandhetold

metotakeashower.

Iwalkedtothebathroom,iscreamedwhenI

realisedthatthewaterwasCold,thisisthesecond

timehe'sdoingthis,idiot!.

Itookacoldshower,iwasshivering.

Idriedmyselfandtookhislotion.

Hegavemehist-shirttowear.

IworetheT-shirtitwasbigenoughtocoverme.

Hegavemethewatertodrink,itwasalsocold

water.

Ijustwantedtobewarm.

Icoveredmyselfwiththeblankets.

Ididn'tfinishthewater.

"Howareyoufeeling?"

Theaudacityforhimtoaskmethat.

"Good"

Irolledmyeyes.



HegotInsidetheBedtoo.

"ImissyouLuncumo,pleaseforgivemeSthandwa

Sam."

Ishuthimupwithakiss,hislipsfeltgood.

Igotontopofhimandkissedhimagain.

"Luncumoyou'redrunk"

Hesaidtryingtoremovemeontopofhim.

"I'mnot".

Ibrushedhisdick,hewasstillwearinghispyjama

pantsandaT-shirt.

Iremovedhist-shirtandbrushedhischest.

Hegroaned,icouldfeelhisdickpokingme.

Heturnedmeandgotontopofme.

HetookofftheT-shirtIwaswearing.

Helookedatmyboobswithsomuchlustonhis

eyes.

Hekissedmeonmyneckashebrushedmyboobs.

"Ahh"asoftmoanescapedfrommymouth.



Hekissedmefrommyneckdowntomystomach.

Mybreathingchangedashesoftlyplantedkisses

onmybelly.

Hislipsfindsitswaydowntomycoochie.

Mybreathshitch,heslideshistongueinslowlyin

andout.Helicksmyfolds,hishandsbrushesmy

clit.

"Thuthuka"

Hesmiledandcarriedon,icouldfeelmyorgasm

coming,hemovedhistongueandfingerinsync

andfaster.

Icurledupmytoesasmyorgasmshotthrough.My

entirebodyvibrated,hecontinuedonlickingme

clean.

Itookoffhispyjamapants,iwantedtheDicknow.

HisDickspringedout,asifitwantedtobreathfor

toolongnow,iwasshockedtoseetheSizeofhis

dick.

I'mabiggirlmos,icanhandleit.



Helookedatmeandsmiled,Moron.

HekissedMe,hegotinBetweenmylegsand

continuedonkissingme.

HeinsertedhisFingerandcirclesinmyCoochie.I

movedmywaistinsyncwithhisfinger,heinserted

anotherfinger.

Mycoochiewaswetenoughforhimtoenter.

HestrokedhisDickwithhishand,TherewasaPre

CumcomingfromhisDick.

HerubbedhisDickinmyCoochie.

"Please"

IbegwithmyeyesClosed.

"PleaseWhat?"

HecontinuedonTeasing.

"Aaah"Imoaned.

"LookatmeLuncumo"

Iopenedmyeyes,thatwasastruggle.

Helockedourhandsashewentin.



Iscreamedoutloud,hestopped.

"ShouldIstop?"

"What!Nocontinue"

Heenteredslowly,iheldonhishandsfordearlife.

Hestartedmovingslowlyandincircles.

Welookedateachother,hiseyeswerefullofLust.

Hestartedmovingfaster,iliftedMywaistupto

matchupwithhim.

Hetookmylegsandplacedthemonhisshoulders

ashepouncedfaster,hewasgroaning.

IheldontothesheetsasIwasabouttocumagain.

Hestrokedmorefasterandremovedmylegsfrom

himandhecollapsedontopofme.

Icouldfeelhimcumminginsideme.

Hewasbreathingheavily.Helookedatmewith

Lustonhiseyes.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Ismiledathim.



"Youlookbeautiful"

"Thankyou"

Iblushed.

"I'msorry"

"Let'snottalkaboutthatnow,please.Let'sjust

enjoythemoment."

"Okay"henodded.

HekissedMe,icouldn'tresisthislips.Theyaresoft

andtender.

HeturnedmesothatIcouldsleeponmystomach,

heliftedmyassupandhislipswereonmycoochie

inseconds.

IbalancedmyselfwiththepillowsandIliftedmy

assuptoo.

Hefingeredmeup,asIwasenjoyingbeingfingred

heenteredfrombehind.

"Thuthukaa"

HeThrustfasterandhekeepsonspankingmyass.



"AahhhBabyyy"

Imoanedloudly,heturnedmeandplacedmeon

topofhim.

Itookhisharddickinsidemycoochieandslowly

slidedown.ItookhimallIactuallycan'tbelievethat.

Imakeslowcirclespushingmyhipssidetoside.

He'sgroaningunderneathme,I'mmovingupand

downslowlyshakingmybutt.Ithrustevenfaster

andhardermovingmyhipsbackandforthwithmy

headthrownbackwhiletwerkinglikelife's

dependingonthis.

"OhShitt"hecurses.IshakemyassfasterasI'm

abouttocum,hegroansloudly.andicouldfeelmy

orgasmcomingandridehimfastashe'saboutto

cometoo,webothreachourorgasmsatthesame

time,Iwasmoaningsoloudwithmytoescurled

andmybodyshaking.Hegrowlsaswebothcatch

ourbreaths,I'mlayingonhischestexhausted.This

isthebestsex,Yho!.

FIFTYONE

.



LUNCUMOAZANIAJOLA

.

Iamwokenupbytheurgetovomit,imakearunto

thenearestBathroom.

Itakealookatmywhereabouts,*Fuck*Icurse

lowly.

Theeventsofyesterdaycameflooding,isleptwith

Thuthuka!.

Iwalkedbacktotheroomafterbrushingmyteeth

andwashingmyface.

IworemyJeanandCrop-tee.

Ilookedaroundformycarkeys,cellphoneand

shoesandIdidn'tfoundthem.

Ididn'tevenmakethebed,iwentdownstairsnoone

wasintheloungethankGod.

Isawmyheelsonthefloorandthekeysontopof

theTable..

"Yes"Isaidonalowtone.

Itookmyheelsandcarkeys.



"Whereareyougoing?"

IfrozeassoonasIheardhisvoice.

IgatheredallthestrengthandconfidenceIhad.I

hadtorevivetheAzaniainme,justtofacethisMan.

"Home"

IsaidasIturnedtofacehim.

"Whysoearly?"

"YouwereaonenightStandThuthuka,itended

there."

Henods

"Ain'tyouhungry?"

Didn'thehearwhatisaid,doeshegivehisOne

nightstandsbreakfast.

"No,ThanksIshouldbeleaving"

Henods

"Drivesafely"

"SureMfethu"

Iworemyheelsandwalkedoutwithconfidenceas



ifI'vewon1milliondollars.

Ibreathoutassoonasreachmycar,idon'tsee

Shaka'sCarI'msureheleftforwork.

IdrovestraightHome,ifoundMeryandtheTwins

watchingTV.

"GoodMorning"

IgreetedandwalkedtomyBedroom.

Istrippednaked,andwenttothebathroom totake

abath.

Idecidedtohaveawarmfoambath.

IclosedmyeyesasIreminiscedaboutlastnight.

"Here'sawine,tellmeeverything"

Shehandedmeaglassofwineandsatatcornerof

abathtub.

"Ihadaonenightstand"

Shefrowned

"That'ssounlikeyou"

"Iknowright!.ButIhadfun,thebestsexI'veever



had."

"DoIknowtheGuy?"

"No,ididn'tknowhimeither."

Ilaughedshakingmyhead.

"IamtakingyououtforLunch,it'sbeenawhile.I

wanteverydetailaboutthisOnenightstandof

yours"

"Aslongasyou'retheonepayingIdon'tmindat

all."

"Iloveyou"

Ismiled

"IloveyoutothemoonandbackMeryChristmas."

Shesmiledandstoodup.

"TakeyourtimeinBathing."

"Thankyoumadamspeaker."

Shelaughedandwalkedout.

Itookmytimeassherequested,igotoutofthetub

whenthewaterwasgettingcoldIdidn'twantto



catchaflusinceItookacoldshoweratThuthuka's

place.

Iappliedlotionandwrappedatowelaroundmy

bodytogoandlookforanoutfit.

Itookoutapeachsilkdress,mywhiteheelswill

totallyblendhere.

Iappliedsomemakeup,Merywasnowgetting

readywithme.

"Maybewecanhittheclublater"

"Yeah,it'sSaturdayafterall.Andihaveschoolon

Monday."

"Shamemyschoolfriend"

Welaughed.

"YhoIwishIcouldquitbraYho"

"Youalmostthere,iknowyoumyfriend.You're

smartandyou'recapableofanything,ihavetrustin

you."

"Thankyou."

Shestyledmywig,ilookedlikeoneofthemissing



Kardashiansister.Theyshouldcometosouth

Africaandfetchme,Iamsufferinghere.

Itookmybagaftertakingsomeselfiesandsent

themtoLornz,wemissherandherquietness.

Wewalkedout,theTwinswerenowheretobefound.

Thesunwasplayingwithustoday,itwasa

beautifulsunnyday.

WedrovetoFourways,Ferguson'sarealwaysour

gotogoRestaurant.

.

We'veorderedourmealandwe'rehavingourdrinks

aswe'rewaitingforourmeals.

"Don'tlooknowneh,Thuthukajustgoinsidethe

Restaurantwithagirl.Thehostessisleadingthem

tothebalconyarea."

Myheartshuttedasiheardthat,wejusthadsex

todayintheearlymorning,itwasourfirstsex

surelythatdidn'tmeananythingtohimandhow

daredoeshebringhissidechickstomyFavourite

RestaurantIFreakenshowedhimthisrestaurant.



"It'sokay,itoldyouIdon'tcareabouthim."

"Butyourfaceispale"

"Ilovedhim,it'sshockingtohowhemovedonso

quickly,iamnotmadeofsteelIamallowedtobe

madandgetheartbrokenit'sallgonnaendthough."

Shenodsherhead.

"Iunderstand,wecanaskforatakeaway.And

leave"

"No,wecamehereforLunch.That'swhyweare

goingtodo,Wearegoingtoeatandwewillleave

rightaftereatingwecameheretoeat,wewon't

leavejustbecauseThuthukadecidedtoGracethis

restaurantwithhisgirlfriend."

Shenodded

"Okaybabe,ifyousaysothenI'mfine."

Ilookedtowardsthebalcony.Therehewas

laughingwiththatgirlasifTheGirlisTrevorNoah.

ShewaswearingaverylongwigwithaBabyblue

pantsuit,shelookedbeautifulyourtypical

Businesswoman.Ikindofenviedher.



.

.

THUTHUKAZULU

.

IhadthebestnightofmylifewiththewomanthatI

love.

Eventhoughshebruisedmyego,bysayingI'ma

onenightstand.OnethingIknowisthatshe

enjoyedherselfasmuchasIdidwithher.

Andwewillgetbacktogethersoon,she'smissing

meandimissher.Itseemslikewecan'tjuststand

beingawayfromeachother,ineedherinmyarms

everyday.

Myphonerangit'sanunknownnumber.

"ThuthukaZulu,Hello"

"SuchFormalityTK"

Ilaughed,it'sSinegugu.Myvarsityfriend,wemetat

theHospital,she'sapsychologistthere.We

exchangednumbersandIforgottocallherwhenI



arrivedhome.

"Gugu,it'snicetohearfromyouagain"

"Yeah,let'sgrabalunchandcatchup."

"Sure,letmegetready.Yousortouttheplace,iwas

boredanywaytostayinthishouse."

"Let'smeetattheFerguson'sinFourwaysinan

hourand30minutes"

"SureSkeem"

"SharpSkeem"

Idroppedthecall,itookashowerandwore

somethingcasual.

Idrovetotheplaceshesaidweshouldmeet.

Arrivingtotheplace,it'sthesameplaceLuncumo

andICameto.Shelovesthisplace.

IsawSinegugunexttohercar.

"Wearrivedatthesametime."

Shesaidwalkingtomydirection,wehugged.

"Iguessyoustillthesameearlybird."



IsaidwalkinginsidetheRestaurantwithher.

ThehostessshowedustheTableshebooked,she

madereservations.

Wesatdown.

"Damnyou'resoGrown,Gugu.Whowould've

thoughtourTomboyfriendwouldbethisbeautiful

womanyearslater?"

Shelaughed

"AndIguessyou'restillthesameTK,thelady's

man"

Ilaughed

"Nah,I'vegrownup"

"YouandNqobaniweretheeheartbreaker'son

Campus.TheBrothers"

Webothlaughed,Nqobaniismylatebrother.

"Peoplegrowup,thingschange"

"ButIdon'tseeanyringonyourfinger.Oryouthe

typethatdoesn'tweararing?"



Ilaughed

"Iamnotmarriedyet"

"Nokids?"

IshookmyheadNo.

"Itoldyou,aleorpaddoesn'tchangeitscolours."

Ismiled.

"Ihaveawoman,thatIlovesoMuchandIamgoing

tomarryher."

Shesmiled

"Dammnnnwho'stheluckygirl,ihavetomeether."

Ilaughed

"Nowthatwe'vereunited,youwillmeether."

"Ican'twaittomeether."

"Pleasedon'tstealherawayfromme,mywomanis

straight."

Shelaughed.

"Andwhataboutyou?What'shappening?"



"Myringwentforpolishing,otherwiseI'mhappily

married"

"Letmeguess,withthatgirlWhowasdoing

journalism."

Shelaughed

"Who,Anita?No.ImarriedJason,doyouremember

him?TheNerdyJasonwhowasdoingComputer

Science,whousedtostareatus?"

"TheGreek?"

Shenodsshyly

"Soyouknowdatingaman?"

Shenodsshylyandlaughing.

"Itoldyou,allyouneededwastotasteaDickyou

weren'tGayjustscaredoftheDick."

Ourfoodcame,wecatcheduponhowwechanged

tonowsincewe'readults.

TheonlypersonmissingherewasmyBrotherso

thatwecouldbethatSkeem,mayhissoulcontinue

onrestinginpeace.



FIFTYTWO
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TosayIenjoyedmylunchwithmyBestfriendI

wouldbelying.Ihadtoforcemyselfandkeepthe

conversationgoing.

"Doyouwanttogooverthereandgreet"

That'satrickquestionMeryisasking,iwanttogo

thereandgreetjusttoseethegirlhereplacedme

withcloserbutIdon'twanttogivewrongsignalsto

Thuthuka.

"AsifmeandThuthukaarefriends?"

"Yes,Youreyescouldn'tleavethattable.Tomeit

seemslikethey'veknoweachotherfortoolong,

theywayhe'ssocomfortablearoundher."

"Friendlet'sstoptalkingabouthimplease.Let's

settletheBillandleave."

Shenodsandraisedherhandtocallthewaiterwho



wasservingus.

"Inhonesttruth,youstillLoveThuthuka."

"Feelingsaremeanttofade,buttheywon'tfadeina

snapofafinger.I'mstillhealinginafewweeksI'll

beabletomoveon."

Merynods,shesettlesherbill.

Westandupandtookourbags,wewalkedout.

WithoutmedaringtolookattheBalconyside.

Aswe'reapproachingthepackingthere'satight

griponmyhand.

"EitaMabhebezawemeetagain"

Iturnandlookatthisscarfacedguy,idon't

rememberhimatall.

"Pleaseletmego,whoareyou?Security!!"

IshoutatthatsecuritybusyeatingKotawhilehe's

supposedtobeherestoppingthisMan.

"Thatguywon'tdoanything,youareleavingwith

me"

"What,hellNo.HaiboSatan!"



Itriedtoremovemyhandfromhistightgripbuthe

wasstronger.

Hedraggedme.

"MerryCallforhelp!!"

Iscreamed.

Thesecurityguardcame.

"Mnumzanewhatishappeninghere?"

"She'smygirlfriendMhlonitshwashestolemy

moneyandspentithere"

Scarfacereplied.

"Haikeangizingeni"

Thesecurityguardwalkedawaymunchingonhis

Kotapushinghishugestomach.

Iwiggledmyselffromhim,hebackslappedme.

"Aaah"

"YouseethisScar?Rememberyouwereworkingin

aClub,yousmashedabottleonmyface.Nowit's

paybacktimebitch!"



Hedraggedme,itrippedandfell.

"Iamsorrysir,pleaseletmego."

HeopenedablackCitiGolf.

"KwenzakalaniLana"

Thuthuka'sBoldvoiceechoed.

"Thuthukapleasehelpme"

ScarfacelookedatThuthuka.

"Mhlonitshwacelaungazingeni"

Scarfacereplied.

ThuthukaNods.

HowandwheredidhegetaGunIdon'tknow,but

hewasnowpointingattheGuy.

"MdedeleBoyza"

Theseriousnessinhisvoice,hecockedtheGun.

Theguyletmego,irantoMeryandhuggedher.

ShetookmetomycarIwasnowshaking..

AfterafewminutesicouldsmellThuthuka's



cologne,hewasclose..

Ihuggedhimtightly,ididn'twanttoletgo.

"Iamsorryididn'tarriveearly,ngiyaxolisa

sthandwasam."

Icriedinhisarms.

"Thankyouforsavingme"

"Comelet'sgo,I'llaskShakatocomeandfetchyour

car."

Inodmyheadandheldonhisarmnotlettinggo.

"Didheraisehishandonyou?"

Inodmyheadnotsayinganything.

IopenedthebackseatandsatwithMeryonmyside

brushingmyarmsI'mshakenbutwhathas

happened,hemakesquiteaverylongphonecall.

Judgingbythewayhe'spacingupanddown,he's

angry.

ThatGuy'sGolfisstillthere.

Theladyhewastherewithwalkedtohim,idon't

knowwhethershesawwhathappenedorwhat,but



theytalkedbrieflybeforesheopenedthebackdoor.

"Hello,I'mSineguguI'msosorrywemetlikethis.I

amThuthuka'sBestfriendfromUniversity,here's

somewater."

Shepassedmewater.

"Thankyou"

"Uhm,ididn'tevenknowyouwereheretootoday,

weweretalkingaboutyou.Ifyoudon'tmind,i

wouldlovetoinviteyouandThuthukaforaDinner.

MyHusbandandIwillbehonored,iamstill

shockedsomeonecapturedTK'sheartI'mstill

shockedyou'reaGerm.OhI'msorry,iknowitalka

lotpleaseforgiveme.IwilltalkwithThuthuka

regardingtheDinner,iwouldlovetomeetupwith

youagainondifferentoccasionthough"

Inoddedmyhead

"Iwillseeyouthen"

"Great,I'llaskforyournumbersfromhim"

Inodandgiveherafaintsmile.

"Uhm,ihavetogohome.I'msuremykidsare



missingme,wewilltalkandbeokaySweetheartat

leastyou'resafeanduharmed"

Ijustnod.

Sheclosedthedoor,andwalkedtoacarnotfar

fromwhereThuthuka'scarisparked.

IsawShakaandsomeotherGuystandingnextto

theGolfwithThuthuka.

Idon'tseeScarfacefromthepicture.

ShakaandThuthukacametous,Meryhandedthe

carkeystoShakaasThuthukaDroveoff.

NoonesaidanythingintheCar,irememberedthat

IncidentbackintheClub.

Hewastouchingmeinappropriateandhewas

tryingtoforcemetoleavewithhimwewere

fightingheoverpoweredmesoIsmashedAbottle

OfSkyVodkaonhisfaceIdidn'tmeantocausethat

scaronhisface,andwedidn'tevennoticecozthere

wasalotofbloodcomingfromhisface.Iwas

angry,ididn'tknowihadtowalkoneggshellfor

protectingmyselffromamonster.



"Youfine?"

Thuthukaaskinglookingattherearviewmirror.

Inoddedandwipedmytears.

TheCarisn'tgoingonthedirectiontomyplaceit's

goingtohishouse.

Idon'tsayanything,ihavenopowertofightwith

him,iamnotintherightstateofmindtofightwith

himbutIjustwanttobeinhispresence,theheart

wantswhatitwants.

HeparkshisCar,andwegetoff.

HewantstotalktoMeryalone,aretheyfriends?

Idon'tmindthem,andwalkInside,idon'tknow

wheretogosoIdecidethatIshouldgotohisroom.

OnethingIknowisthatonceIamhere,there'sno

wayIwillgobackhome.AndIdon'tmindbeing

withhimjustfortoday..

ItooktheDressoffandworehisT-shirt,ilookedat

myface.

There'snohandprintofthatManbutmycheekstill

feelshotfromthatslap.IfiwaslightskinnedIam



sureIwould'vehadthehandprintofthatslap.

Hegetsinsidetheroom,withWateronhishand.

"Iamsorryaboutwhathappened"

"It'snotyourfaultbutmine."

"Merytoldmewhathappenedbetweenyouandthat

guy.Iamgoingtofindhimandhe'sgoingtopayfor

layinghishandonyou."

Thelastpastsoundedlikeawarningorathreat,

anditsitwellwithme.

"WhydoyouhaveaGun?"

"IamaLawyer"

"So?DoesthatmakesyoutoownaGun?"

"Yes,theGunisforprotection.Ihavetoprotect

myself,idealwithcriminalsIhavetofightback.It's

licensedyoudon'thavetoworry."

"WhatifhehadaGuntoo,Maybeshotyou.Howdo

youthinkthatwouldmakemefeel?"

Hecamecloserandsatonthebednexttome.



"Asifyoucareaboutme."

"WellIdocareaboutyouMister."

"ThenIcareaboutyoumore,iwoulddieforyou

Luncumo.I'dbeahappymanifIdiedprotecting

you,iwilldoanythingtomakesurethatyou're

protected."

"Iwouldn'tbeabletolivewithoutyou"

Helookedatmeshocked.

"HurtmeagainThuthuka,trustmeIwillleaveand

neverlookback.ThisisthelastchanceIamgiving

you,iamdoingthissimplybecauseILoveyou.But

trustmeifyouhurtmeagainIwilloverlookthefact

thatIloveyouandiwillleave."

"Ipromiseyousthandwasam,ididn'tmeantohide

thetruthaboutLeleandherfamily.Iwasgoingto

tellyou,andIamsorryaboutthethingsMaZulu

saidtoyou.I'vecuttieswithher,shealwaysruin

everythingthatIlove"

"She'syourmother,finditinyourhearttoforgive

her.Shemaynotlikeme,idon'tcarebutshesaid



anythinganymotherwould'vesaidinthatsituation.

Yesshehurtmealotwithherchoiceofwords,but

she'snothingtome.WhatshethinksaboutmeI

don'tcarebutshe'syourmother.Youdon'thaveto

carryhatredinyourheart,letpeoplegoandtrust

methatisgoingtobethebestFeelingIamtelling

you,justforgiveherandtryworkingonahealthy

relationshipwithher."

Hesmiledandkissedmeonmyforehead.

"SeewhyIloveyou?"

Ismiled

"Iloveyoutoo"

Wekissed,hepulledoutandlookedatme.

"BabyareyouonContraceptives?"

"Yes,iamstillyoung.IhaveaDegreetoworkhard

for,ican'tbehavingababybeforemakingsureI

getmydegreefirst."

Hesmiled

"Iamnotthatselfisheither,iwantwhat'sbestfor

you.Wehaveourlifetimetogether,sobabiescan



wait.AslongasI'llbemakinglovetoyou,idon't

mind.Comehere."

Ismiledasheopenedhisarmsforme,thisismy

happyplace.


