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Ms.Xulu:"Ifyoudidn'tdomyEnglishhomework

pleaseleavemyclassIdon'thavetimetoplay."

That'smyEnglishteacher.Youmustbewondering

baexethenienefaniyesZuluwellsheisazulu.

Awkwardright?yeahIknow,that'showthingsroll

hereinmyschool.Ifyoufeelfittoteachthat

subjectyeahshoakosmoko.



ShecanteachEnglishyenasham.

Kelvin:"lol."Thewholeclasslaughed.

Me,NtlakaniphoandSekanichuckled.Mthetho

wethulowoweneverlaughwealwaysseriouslike

ourFathers.Kelvinnayeisoneofus.

Ms.Xulualsochuckled.Sheistryingherbestnotto

laugh.Weallwalkedout.6peoplewereleftinthe

class.

Ms.Xulu:"eventheNewcomermisstop10isout.

WowEvenPlaatjiesandhisfriendsareout.I

wonderhowyouallmakeittothetop10.Nxxsuch

adisgrace."

Yeahsheisrightmnanenjazamalwayssakhokwi

top10.Nxakiixagezafunekeubecleversozebe



domphindegezezoyenzao'missbabephezkwako.

-problemiswhenyounaughtyyoumustbeclever

youcan'tbedumpandnaughty.Theteacherwill

alwaysbeonyourcase.

Ilookedatthegirlms.Xuluwastalkingabout.She

isdarkincolour.KolwaziyellowbonenjengoNizi

wamnotdark.Butshelookedfamiliar.

Idon'tknowher.Idon'tknowmostofmy

classmates.Don'tgetmewrong.

Thatgirl:"Lethubisthinihomework?"

-Lethuwhatwasthehomework?

Lethu:"andiunderstandbaphumanjanikwitop10

ngayenzihomework"

-Idon'tunderstandwhyyouatthetop10butyou

don'tdoyourhomework



Theylaughed.Shehasbigcheekslikesheisnot

thin.Sheisbeautifulbutnotmytypebeautiful.

Itookoutmyphone.Luckilymissvalilecangoso

khontoizosxabanisa

-sheclosedthedoorsowewon'tfight.

Me:"olabanilomthanamajita?"

-what'sthisgirlsname?

Isentthetexttomybro'sinourWhatsAppgroup.

Zangenanotificationngexetshaeliy1causing

everyonetolookatus.

Weshrugged.Andtheychuckled.

__Textconversation



Sekani:"thenidarnyamfuna ?"

-doyouwanther?

Ntlakanipho:"mxmsozitypezakheeziyambona

lomthanaakhekhofit ."

-sheisnotevenhistypethisgirlisnotfit.

Kelvin:"aamajitaqelekilelomthanamjongeni "

-nomanthischildlooksfamiliarlookather.

Theylookedather.WellKelvinishalfxhosaHalf

White.HecanspeakisXhosa.

Me:"lentobuzake "

-that'swhyI'masking

Sekani:"Xolobabygirl.DarkchocolatelindtSwiss



Masterchocolatiers."

Everyonelaughed.hewassnappinghisfingers

lookingatthatgirl.

Thatgirlliftupherfacelaughing.Ngaskedlalengez

dlelezakheumnaqatheylooksoft.

-Ijustwanttoplaywithhercheeksonly...

Her:"mhh"

Shesaidsmiling.

Sekani:"baniGamalakhosana?"

-what'syourname?

Hesaidsmiling



Her:"EyodwandoniLanga."

Weallnodded.Shechuckledandwentbackto

doingherwork.

__Textconversation

Kelvin:"lomthanamarnlozasifundanayeprimary"

-sheisthesamegirlweusedtoschoolwithin

primary

Wemethimingrade4.

Ntlakanipho:"ewelozayesilwaqonoChustar(Me)

athiMs.Bothabazodyola."

-yessheusedtofightwithChumaniandMs.Botha

wouldsaytheywilldate.



Me:"mxm."

Theychuckled

Sekani:"aamarnmajitalomthanazayefundugrd7

sifundugrd6thina.Whyekugrd10kengokuaka

melbifundugrd11?"

-nomanthisgirlwasingrade7whilewewerein

grade6.Whyissheingrade10now.Isn'tshe

supposetobeingrade11?

Yeahweareingrade10now.I'm16yearsold

turning17in4months.It'snowAugust.

Me,KelvinandNtlakanipho:"Iwonder."

Ntlakanipho:"butukwitop10fail.anjanikengoku."

-sheisinthetop10howdidshefail?



Me:"mbuzebawo"

-askher.

Kelvin:"haizotukwaunyesuyenzalonto."

-shewillswearatyoudon't.

Wesentlaughingemojis.

Sekani:"sekutheningokusesihlebahaiv'tsekini

ndikhuphenikubupussybenu"

-whyarewegossiping.Don'tinvolvemeinbeinga

pussy.

Wesendlaughingemojisbeforeplacingourphones

away.JustthanMr.Nelsonmybusinessstudies

teacherpassedby.



Him:"thisisadisgrace.V'TSEK"

Healwaysswearsatus.I'minamodelcschool

whileUvuyoandNkanyeziinaprivateschool.

Idon'tlikeprivateschoolsit'stoomuchformy

liking.Myclasslaughed.asalwaysmeandmy

bro'schuckle.

Mr.Nelsonwalkedaway.Ithinkhewenttosmoke

orsomething.Thatfuckersmokesbetweenclasses

hedoesn'tcare.

Eyodwandoni:"doyouguysalwaysChuckle.sentsh

bazangendawabonanamzinyoenualwaysna

serious."

-imeanIneversawyourteethyoualwaysserious.

That'strue.Wealwaysseriousasifunuqelwa.



Theclass:"tch"weChuckledwithmybro's

Us:"sizoncunyiswayinton'?"

-whatwillmakeussmile?

Her:"justnjesiboneamazinyoIdoubtnobaninawo."

-justtoseeyourteethIdoubtthatyouevenhave

them.

Shesaidsmiling.Sheisbeautiful.Nocap.Butnee

sheain'tmytype.

Kevin:"haisinawowenasuwaraqait'sourlawnot

tosmile."

-don'tworrywehavethem...

Theclasschuckled.Shejustshookherhead



smilingbeforegoingbacktoherwork.Shealso

wearsspectaclesmakinghermorebeautiful.Rhaa

mhlelomthana.

Ismiledlookingatherthanshookmyheadgoing

backtomyworkwhichIdidn'tdo.

:"Allthefirstteamsoccerandnetballplayersplease

gototheircouchesclasses.Andthefollowingfirst

aidclubmemberspleasegotoMrsSmith'sclass.

Lethu,Busi,Zoey,PalesaandEyodwathankyou."

Thatwastheintercomintheclass.Eyodwapacked

herbagsIsmiledlookingathowmorebeautifulshe

iswhensheisserious.

Meandmybro'sstoodup.Weareinthefirstteam

insoccer.WewenttoMr.Hope'sclass.



Hisourcouch.Theotherteammemberswere

alreadyhere.

Mr.Hope:"goodthingyouallhereIneedyourid

certificatestommoroworyounotgoingtogotothe

tournamentinBotswana."

Me:"Botswanaain'tthetournamentusuallyhere?"

Theothers:"yeahsir."

Mr.Hope:"wellthisyearwearegoingtoBotswana.

Don'tworryabouttheaccommodation,

transportationandfoodtheschoolwillcover

everything."

Sekani:"ziphilettersiroledicingilindibelieve.e"

-wherearetheletterssirmymotherwon'tbelieve

me.



Ntlakanipho:"minetoo."

MeandKelvin:"alsome."

Everyonelaughedatus.Wealwaysuptonogood

that'swhyourparentswon'tbelieveus.

Mr.Hope:"don'tworryIhavegotyoucovered.Here

areyourletters."

ItookmineandfolditsothatIcanplaceitinside

myblazerpocket.Ialwayswearablazer.Nobaseli

phumelisthini.

IAlwayswearablazer.Englishwasmylastperiod

sothebellrangwhilewewereinmr.Hope'sclass.



Me:"yeahshomajita."

Ibrohuggedthembeforegoingtomydriver.Well

wehaveadrivermeandmysiblings.

Theywerealreadyinthecar.Theygetoutat

2:30pmwhileIgetoutofschoolat3pm.

Theyareingrade8.Wedidourhandshakeno

UvuyoandIkissedPrincessesforehead.

TheylookalikeworstpartisthatNkanyezicuther

hairintoafadesotheylookalikemore.

Nkanyezi:"bhutt'birthdayyethunextweekThursday

sozasithengelanton'?"

-Bhuttiit'sourbirthdaynextweekThursdaywhat

willwebuyus?"



ShitnextweekThursdayI'mgoingtoBotswana.

Me:"yoohhaindizonikuphaWednesdayumna.

Thursdayndahambaguys."

-yoohIwilltakeyououtonWednesday.Thursday

I'mgoingaway.

Uvuyo:"yaphingoku"

-whereareyougoing

Hesaidwithhiseyebrowsup.

Me:"Botswana."

Theychuckled.



Them:"sozenizinoSiyabavumencamayabazi

banjaniabayayakhumbulakuzebesifunuphuma

nemarimbabandsiyeKapa."

-forgetitNiziandSiyawillneveragreedoyou

rememberwhenwewantedtogowiththemarimba

bandtoCapeTown.

Welaughed.Ihateitwhentheyspeaktogether

worstparttheylookalikeyoucan'ttellthe

differenceeventheirbodystructures.

Me:"sozenibancinciklkNiniandzanifundugrade

6umnafundugrade10andndineIDmajita."

-neveryouwereyoungandyouwereingrade6I'm

ingrade10andIhaveanID.

Theychuckled.

Nkanyezi:"butstillzasikhupa"



-youwilltakeusoutanyway.

Irolledmyeyeslookingather.

Them:"semancinciingathingawakatatakho."

-theyaresmalllikeyourfather's.

Ilookedatthemandweburstedintolaugher.

Me:"ndizomxelelataSiyanizobona."

-iwilltellSiyayouwillsee

Welaughed.Meandmysiblingsgetalongsowell.

Wecontinuedchattinguntilwegothome.

Theywerebusytellingmeabouttheirannoying

teachersandthattheywanttogobacktoprimary

schoolthesekids.



IdroppedmyNikeschoolbagonthefloorandwent

tothekitchen.I'mhungry.

Me:"ndinenzelekutya"

-mustImakeyoufood

Iyelled.

Them:"yeah"

Theyyelledback.Idon'tknowwhytheyusethe

stairswhenthereisanelevator.

Istartedatthefridgetodrinkmilk.

:"Radebebendithekuwesaphastixosalefridge."



-RadebeIsaidgivemethefridgeskeys.

Sheyelledbehindme.That'smymotherforyou.I

jumpedabitbeforeplacingthemilkboxbackinthe

fridge.

Me:"womanaheartattackisserious."

IsaidandtheylaughednoSiya.Mxmezi.

TheyarestillHappytogether.Theyfightbutthey

standtogetheralways.Ilovehowtheyloveeach

other.

Ialsowantapersonwhowilllovemethewaymy

motherlovesmyfather.Ialwayslookattheir

weddingPicturesandwatchtheDVDs.Which

makesmebelieveinTruelove.



Siya:"wenzenton'kwediningoku"

-whatdidyoudoboy.

Me:"bendiselibisithanNiziwamwandibaqa."

-iwasdrinkingmilkthanMyNizisawme.

Nizi:"nawesuselelabottle.nizikhonaglass."

-don'tdrinkfromtheboxthereareglasseshere.

Me:"Xoloklk"

-sorry

Siya:"nawekwedinisungamameli."

-youtooboydon'tbenaughty.

Me:"kayeketaima"

-leaveitfather.



Theylaughedatthefrowningme.

Nizi:"khonawhyungatshintshangayayazinawe

funeketshintshegqala."

-whydidn'tyouchangeyouknowthatyouhaveto

changefirst.

Me:"haibendizoyenzekutyaformnanetwins"

-icametomakefoodformeandthetwins.

Siya:"noneedkhonanyamaaphofridge.ni"

-noneedthereismeatinthefridge.

Ismiled.Ilovemeatsomuch.

Me:"oohbeforeIforgetinani"



Igavethemtheletter.Irushedupstairs.Ipassedby

Nkanyezi'sroom.Thedoorwasopen.

Uvuyo:"fethubhalimathstestngomsowenabhali

Geographymasiswipe"

-broyouwritingaGeographytesttomorrowandI'm

writingmathstestlet'sswipe.

These2arecrazy.Youwon'tseethedifference

betweenthemunlessyouknowthemthatmuchI

don'tknowwhytheyarenotinthesameclass.

UvuyoiscleverintheSSsidewhileNkanyeziis

cleverinmathematics.That'showtheyarebutin

othersubjectstheyareClever.

Nkanyezi:"yeah4thperioduyephangaseztoilet.

Ndizonxibigreypantszamyabo."



-4thperiodgotothetoilets.Iwillwearmygrey

pants.

Uvuyo:"yeahsho."

Theywalkedoutoftheirroom.Ilookedatthemand

laughedgoingtomyroom.
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Chumani

Iwalkedinmyroomandchangedinmysummer

shortsandmymusclevest.

IhavewellbuiltbodylikemyfatherbutIhave

bracketsandhedoesn't.

Iwalkedbackdownstairsafterplacingmyschool

uniformneatlyinmywalkincloset.Mymother



alwayssaysIshouldplaceitneatly.

AndIadaptedfromthat.Icleanaftermyself.Itook

theelevatortogodown.

Itookmyfoodandsatwithmyfamilyonthedining

table.

Nizi:"uthininiletripyakho?"

-whenisthistripofyours?

Me:"nextweek,tournamentBotswana.Bonilemoc

letter.ni"

-yousawtheletter

Siya:"nayokufunekebenemali?"

-mustyouhavemoney.



Me:"nopeschoolcoversalltheexpenses."

Siya:"goodbendingazokuphamaliumnasoze

mntanamayekudengemalam"

-good.Iwasn'tgoingtogiveyoumoney.mychild

willnevergofarwithmymoney.

Welaughedhecanbecrazyfromtimetotime.

That'smyfatherforyou.

Me:"butwealwaysgooutonDecemberholidays.

SiyekomaDubai."

-wealwaysgotoDubai.

Him:"eweklk."

Welaughed.Mxmndalingcwanyataimalam.



Me:"haindifuniMalixandihamba.Whatifsityiswe

izmangapha."

-iwantmoneywhenIgothere.Whatifweeatnasty

things.

Him:"haikwediniuziqalileizmangamoc.Andnalo

necardeline1kforlenyangacelakumamakhoba

funaenye."

-youusedtonastythings.Andyouhaveacardthat

has1kforthemonth,askyourmotherifyouwant

more.

Ilookedatmymom.Theylaughed.

Uvuyo:"ncamesozeNiziayenzelontozakhuxelela

ngeIndependency."

-forgetitNiziwillnevergiveyoumoneyshewilltell

youaboutIndependency.



Nkanyezi:"andke."

Welaughed.Theyaretellingthetruthmymother

doesn'twantustodependonthemalways.

Theywantustobeindependentliketheyareand

were.Andthathelpsusalotcausewearelearning

fromthebest.

Me:"IguessIwillhavetousemymoneykamejongi

balance."

-lemmecheckthebalance.

ItookmyphoneandcheckeditatleastIstillhave

4k.Idon'tspendthatmuchunlessI'mpartying.

Me:"4katleast."



Nizi:"wenawonkerhaa."

-you?

Me:"IonlyspentmymoneywhenIwasbuyinggifts

foryouguys."

Irolledmyeyes.

Nizi,NkanyeziandUvuyo:"semancincinga...."

-theyaresmalll...

TheylookedatSiya.Siyawasalsolookingatthem.

Welaughed.

MeandSiya:"Mxmmasambetaima/kwedini."

-let'sgo



Westoodupustheywerestilllaughing.Wewalked

tothepoolside.

Me:"sizoqalaNinithinaspani?"

-whenarewestartingtodothejob.

Siya:"xanifullytrained.Andifuninibatyazenenza

lewaycauseidangerous."

-whenyourfullytrained.Idon'twantyoutomake

mistakeswhenyoudoitcauseit'sdangerous.

Inodded.MyphonerangitThandocallingme.My

fuckbuddy.Yerrelomthana.

Me:"mxm."

Iswitchedoffmyphoneandplaceditontopofthe

table.SiyaLaughed.



Siya:"whyngamdump.ibekay1kwedini?"

-whyDon'tyoudumpher.

Myfatherknowseverythingaboutme.Hismybest

friendItellhimeverything.

Me:"mxmyamaziThandozobekhalaphasgela

aleqanenam."

-doyouknowThandoshewillcryatschooland

Chaseafterme.

Heshruggedlaughing.

Me:"it'snotfunnyanymore."

Ifrownedcausinghimtolaughmore.Ialsolaughed.



Siya:"zifumaneluNiziwakhozobagrndkwdini."

-findyourselfaNiziandyouwillbefine.

Me:"khonalomthanaumhlephakumclass.iniqa

exelamthanamarnsozizoezitypedyolanazo

akhekhofitqayena."

-thereisagirlthatisbeautifulinmyclassbutsheis

notmysheisnotfit.

Helookedatme.

Him:"khonbamfondinii?"

-so?

Me:"yayazinawendizithandeliYellowmellownjena

notlindtmasterchocolatiers."

-youknowIlikeyellowbonesnotdarkpeople.



Welaughed.

Him:"lemmeguesslantwanakaCageliringelonto"

-lemmeguessCage'schildsaidthat.

Inodded.Weburstintolaugher.Heknowsthat

Sekaniiscrazy.
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EyodwandoniLanga

MynameisEyodwandoniLangaasyouallknow.

Mymother'snameisNandiLanga.



Idon'tknowmyfatherbutIonceheardhewas

arrestedbeforeIwasevenborn.

Mymotherandhimaremarried.Idon'tknowhow

yousurvive17yearsofmarriagewhileyourother

partnerisinprison.

Onlygodknowshow.Ihave3brothers.Ntsika,

NtandoandLiyema.Don'tAskmewhyheisthe

onlyLIalsodon'tknowwhy.

Andheisthefirstborn.Weliveatahood(Kasi).

Everythingelseyouwillknowastimegoes.

Youknowwhathappenedwhenwewerechased

outoftheEnglish.Iseriouslydidn'tknowwehad

homework.



Ialwaysforgetmyhomework.I'mnotafanofthem.

Ikeptstealingglancesattheboyinfrontofme.

Hisdarkskin,smalleye's.Hehasagreatbody

structure.Plushehasbrackets.Idon'tstanda

chancewithhim.Lemmesnapoutofit.

Imeanhisalwaysaroundyellowskingirlsandgirls

thatarewellbuilt.Whoisme?

I'mnoteventhatfitnorlightskinned.Ididn'tsayI

don'tlikemybody.IfactIlovehowIam.

Ihavesmallbuttock.Idon'thaveacurvedbodybut

Ihaveboods.Andmyskinisdark.

Ifelteyeslookingatme.ButwhenIlookedatuphe

wasalreadylookingathisworkwhatdoteachers

callhimagain?Plaatjiesyeah,Ithinkthat'shis



surname.

Idon'tknowmyclassmatesI'mstillnewinthis

school.Whenwewerecalledontheintercom.Ifelt

himlookingatmeagain.

Idecidedagainstlookingathim.WhenIwasdone

packingmybagIwalkedtoMrs.Smith'sclass.

Idon'thavefriendshere.Ialwayschillalone

mindingmyownbusinessbusywithmyphone.

ItKeepsmecompaniedIreadinterestingstorieson

Facebooknothingmuch.

IgottotheclassonlyLethuwasmissing.Shewas

stilltalkingtoherboyfriend.



Relationshipcally?Eish.Ihave2guysfromthe

samesquadimagine.TheoneknewIwasdating

hisfriendbutstillhesweetTalkedme.

AndIfallforit.NowI'mdating2guysatonce.Not

justanyrandomguysbutfriends.Heeyuuh .

Ilovethemnotinlovewiththem.Thereisa

difference.Yeahthereisadifferencebetweenthe

two.

MrsSmith:"whereisLwethu?"

Wealllookedaround.Shecameinrunning.

Her:"sorryma'amI'mlate."

Shenodded.



MrsSmith:"nextweekThursday.Wewillbegoingto

Botswana."

Us:"Botswana?"

Weallaskedshocked

Her:"yes.Thesoccerteamandnetballteamwill

needyourassistancesincetheywillbeplaying

there.IchoseyouguyssinceIsawthatyourfitfor

thisJob.Wewantourplayerstobenicelytaken

careofshouldtheygetinjuredwedon'twantother

peopletodothatjob."

Zoey:"howmuchwillbeneededforthetripma'am."

Her:"oohtheschoolwillprovideforyourtripthe

Transportation,accommodationandfood.Ifyou



wanttoyoucanbringyourownfoodbuteverything

istakencareof."

Wenoddedsmiling.

Shegaveusourletters.Wealsogotoutsince

Englishwasthelastperiodandthebellrang.

IwalkedtomyBrother,Ntsika'scar.Hefetchsme

whenhefeelslikeitotherwiseIhaveatransport.

Igotinonthepassengerssit.

Me:"bhutt'ntsi."

HelookedatmeandChuckled.

Him:"yekilezokuthathawena."



-i'mdonewithcomingtofetchyou

Me:"Xoloke."

-i'msorry.

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"njani"

-howareyou?

Him:"I'mfineandyou?"

Me:"alsogreat."

Igavehimtheletterfortheouting.Hereaditwhile

hisotherhandwasonthestaringwheel.



Him:"howmuchwillyouneedforthis."

Me:"nobaMalinibhutt'."

-anyamountwillbefine.

Him:"ne2r?"

-evena2r

Ilookedathim.Hehadhislefteyebrowup.I

laughedandhechuckled.

Me:"okay500rthanIwillasknanyekobhutt'bam."

-myotherbrothers.

Henodded.

Him:"IwillgiveittoyouonMonday."



Me:"Iwillalsoaskmomtoaccompanymetogoand

buythingsIwillneed."

Him:"Nini?"

-when

Me:"Tuesday.AlwayswabusyyitarvenNandi

yamazinjena."

-sheisalwaysbusyatthetarven.

Him:"yamazinandingetarvenyakhe?Akhafuni

loose.amali."

-youknowNandiwithhertarven?Shedoesn'twant

toloosehermoney.

Welaughedasheparkedhiscarintheyard.The

tarvenwasfullasalways.It'slikeitain'tThursday.



MymomwaschasingMjekejekeawayasalways.

Ilaughedather.Itookmyletterandschoolbag.I

walkedtoherandhuggedherfrombehind.

Her:"tchiiniisewulapha."

-youalreadyhere.

Sheturnedaroundandhuggedme.

Me:"njanimama?"

-howareyoumom.

Her:"ndorytwena."

-i'mfineandyou



Me:"I'malsofine."

Ifollowedbehindheraftertakingemptybottlesof

Loinonthetable.

Me:"mamanextweekI'mgoingtoBotswana."

Shelookedatme.

Her:"Botswana?"

Me:"yeah."

Igavehertheletter.

Her:"funuyaNinitownforthengizintokengoku."

-whendoyouwanttogototowntobuythings?"



Me:"kupholaTuesdaymocapheTarvensoryt

Tuesday."

-ItsnotfullonTuesdayhereTuesdayisfine.

Shenodded.Thetarvenis1ofoursourcesofbread

onthetable.Mybrothersalsowork.Ntandoisstill

inschoolyena.LastyearinUniversity.

Her:"okayhambotshintshake.sizoyaTuesday."

-wewillgoonTuesdaythan.Goandchange.

Inoddedbeforewalkingintothehouseusingthe

backdoorinthekitchen.Iwalkeddownthe

passagetomyroom.

Igotinandchangedtomynightwear.Iwilldomy

Mathshomeworkafterwashingthedishestonight.



JustasIplacedmyheadonthepillowsothatIcan

restmyphonerang.Ilookedatthename.

ItwasSinelithaoneofmyboyfriend's.TheoneI'm

cheatingon.Ichuckledtothethoughtofit.

Me:"hey."

Him:"baby.Uzokwazuphuma?"

-willyoubeabletocomeout.

Me:"banixetshaqalaLitha?"

-what'sthetime?

Him:"past3."



Me:"okayIwillmeetyouattheparkinafew."

Him:"can'tyoucometomyhouse?"

Me:"why?SothatIcanbumpintoyourmother?so

thatshecanswearatmeagainnever."

Him:"mxm"

Hehangedup.Ilookedatthephoneandlaughed.

JustthanLithalethucalled.Sinelitha'sfriendthe

oneI'mdating.

Can'tthisdaygetanybetter.Iwannadreamabout

myhunkcrushandtheyarebusydisturbingme.

Me:"Lethu."



Him:"heysthandwasam.Uphindikukhumbula?"

-whereareyouImissyou.

Me:"ubonilenjesthandwabaNtsikakhona."

-yousawthatNtsikaishere.

Him:"ndizokubonaNinikengoku."

-whenwillIseeyou.

Me:"mhhngomsoafterschool.Meetmeatmy

school."

Him:"okayndakuthanndake."

-iloveyou

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."



Hehangedup.Isighed.I'mplayingwithfirehere.

Butwhenyouhaven'tmettheone.Yougottaplay

tillyoufindone.

It'snotlikeSinelithaisfaithfultome.Healways

cheatsonmealways.AndIalwaysForgivehim.

OnetimehecheatedandLithalethuapproachedme.

IgaveinSinceIwassohurtandhesweetTalked

me.
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Chumani

I'mstalkingheronallsocialmediaplatforms.Don't

askmewhybutsomethingattractsmetoher.

I'mslowlyloosingmymind.WhyamIevenlooking

ather.Sheisn'tevenmytype.Icheckedthetimeit's

12am.

Ilookedatmycock.Ihaveabonerbyjustlooking

atherpictures.

Ican'tsleepwhenI'mthishard.Iwanttotakea



shower.Acoldone.

Isleptandwokeupearlythanusual.Don'taskme

bakuthini.

Ndiskendaexcited

-i'mjustexcited

:"Chumani...."

ThatwasNizi.Iwasinthebathroombrushingmy

fade.I'mfullydressedandall.

Shewalkedinthebathroom.

Her:"qaleNinibayearlybirdwena."

-sincewhenareyouanearlybird.



Ishrugged.Shelaughed.I'malwayslate.My

parentstakesmetoschoolsometimes,whenI'm

late.

Me:"youcangoandgetdressed.Iwillmake

breakfastsolong."

Shesmiled.Mymotherhasabeautifulsmile

bakhithi.Shekissedmycheek.

Me:"nizi"

Her:"Iloveyou."

Ichuckled.Shewalkedout.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."



Itookmybags(sportsbagandschoolbag)and

walkeddownstairs.

Imadeoatsandfruitsaladforthosewhowantsit.

Wheniwasdoneplacingbowlsonthetable

everyonecamedown.

YesIcancook.Ilovehelpingmymotherthere.We

alsosometimestaketurnsincookingwiththetwins.

Theycooktogether.Theybasicallydoeverything

together.

Siya:"theniwamnandinamhlanjekwedinisongumtu

wovukaearlywena."

-whyareyouhappytoday.Younotanearlybird

Me:"it'saHappydaypeople."

TheyChuckled.



Thetwins:"weallknowyouhateschoolwhat'sup."

Igasped.

Me:"IloveschoolmajitaHaibo."

Everyonechuckleddishingup.

Siyalookedatme.Ilookedathimheshookhisand

smirked.

Nizi:"therehastobeaspecialgirl.Mysonwould

neverdothis."

Everyonelookedatme.ThankGodformyFathers

skincolour.Iwouldhavebeenredbynow.



Me:"haiboNiziwam."

Ilaughed.TheyChuckled.Wechattedasafamily

laughingasalways.

Wedrovetoschoolwiththetwins.Nkanyeziwas

trulywearinggreypantslikeUvuyo.Ijustsaw1

personin2.

Igottoschoolandwenttoourusualplacewiththe

bro'stheywerealreadyhere.

Me:"yeahshoshomajita."

Ibrohuggedthem.

Kelvin:"whyhappykwak'sasa."

-whyareyouhappyinthemorning.



Them:"yeahzikiphani?"

-what'sgoingon.

Me:"gooddaynjazamhaibo.Whyiseveryone

lookingatmelikethat."

TheylifttheireyebrowsupandChuckled.Wechilled

theretillthebellrang.

Weareinthesameclass,10A.Weonlyseparate

whenwegotootherclasses.

WemeetagainintheMaths,EnglishandAfrikaans

classes.BeforegoingtotheMathsclass.I

rememberedthatIhadtobringmyid.

Fuck.Isearchedmyblazerformyphonefuck.Ileft



itontopofthechestofdrawer.

Iwalkedtotheoffice.NowIhavetopay5r.Iwill

explainmyselftotheMathsteacherwhenIget

there.

IgottotheofficeandEyodwawasalsohere.I

smiledbeforewalkinginfurther.

Eyodwa:"ma'amcanyoupleasecallmybrotheror

mothertocomewithmyid."

Seemslikewearefacingthesameproblem.

Secretary:"howcanyouforgetit.Youcanuseyour

phonetocallherorthem.justmakeitquick."

Eyodwa:"problemisIforgotmyphoneontopofthe



chestofdrawer."

Sameproblem.

Me:"metoomevrou.Canyoupleasecallmymother

orfathertocomewithmyID."

Shesighed.

Her:"leaveyournameshere.Iwillcalloverthe

intercomoncetheyhavearrived.Placeyour5rhere

youknowthedrill."

Itookouta200rnote.

Me:"ma'amdoyouperhapshavechangehave200r

with."



Her:"no.Goandlookforchange."

Eyodwa:"don'tworryIwillpayforyou."

Shesaidsmiling.Shealsohasagenuineheart.

Secretary:"youcangothanIwillcallyou."

Wenodded.WewalkedouttotheMathsclass.I

wasbehindher.Bebudanezstepsguys.Ichuckled.

Wegotineveryonelookedatus.

Class:"mhhh"

Ichuckledagain.Ilookedatthebackformysitbut

Zoeytookit.SheisNtlakanipho'sfuckbuddy.



Theyweresittingtogether.

Mr.Wartss:"there'sasitatthefrontPlaatjiesstop

wastingourtime."

Ilookedatthesithewasreferringto.Therewasan

openspacenexttoEyodwa.

Myheartwassohappy.Iwenttositnexttoher.I

hatesittingatthefrontbutifit'swithher.Whynot.

ItookoutmyMathsbookandtextbook.BooksI

neverforget.

Eyodwa:"zangendazikwaziequationsand

inequalities.Andiyazindizozenzanjaningoku."

-iNeverknewhowtodoequationsandinequalities.



Idon'tknowhowIwilldothemnow.

Shesaidfrustratedlylookingatherbookreading

howtheyaredone.

Me:"it'ssimpleyoujustneedtofollowtheirrules.

Jonga."

-look.

Igotclosertoherandshesmellssweetandloving.

Iexplainedtoherhowtheyaredoneallformalities

andstuff.

Her:"nowIgetitthankyouhey."

Shesidehuggedmebeforedoingherworkagain.I

starteddoingtheactivityontheboard.



Her:"whyyoualwaysserious?Isyourlifethat

frustrating."

Ilookedather.Shewasjustdoingherwork.

Her:"Imeanyouandyourfriendsarealwaysserious.

Lookattheoneattheback.Heisn'tevensmiling

butheistalkingtohisgirlfriend."

Sheshookherhead.

Me:"likewesaidyesterday.It'sourlawtonotsmile."

Her:"youguysaprettymuchawkward.Iseverything

okayathome?"

Ichuckled.



Me:"everythingisperfectlyfine."

Shechuckled.

Her:"Canyouatleastsmilewhenyousittingwith

me.Ihateitwhenpeoplearetooserious."

Irolledmyeyeswhilemyeyebrowisup.

Her:"wowhowdoyoudothat."

Shetrieddoingit.Shecan'tevenrollhereyes.I

laughedather.Sheplacedherelbowonthetable

andherfaceontopofherhand.

Me:"whatdoIhavesomethingonmyface."

Isaidtouchingit.



She:"seeyoushouldsmilemorehaveyouseenhow

youarewhenyouhaveahappyface.Yourlaugher

isevenmoredeeperthanyourvoice."

Ismiled.

Me:"I'mamanthat'swhy."

Her:"psshmanwena"

-youaman?

Me:"heeyoohndaqelekaapha."

-i'mbeingpissedhere.

Her:"stopbeingdramaticandsmilemore."



Me:"I'mavoidingpeoplelikeyoufromnotsmiling."

Shegaspedholdingherchest.

Her:"isthatyoutellingme9/9thatI'mirritating?"

Me:"yourwordsnotmine."

Iliftupmyhandsinsurrenderrollingmyeyes.

Her:"onedaytheywillnotcomeback."

Ilaughed,shealsolaughed.

Her:"theyareevensmall."

Me:"liketaimalamndayaziibra."



-likemyfatherIknow.

ShejustlaughedIendedupjoiningin.Theclass

wentdeadquiet.

Everyonewaslookingatusnow.Thandowas

fumingattheback.Istoppedlaughingandwent

backtodoingmywork.Notbecauseofher.

Eyodwacouldn'tstoplaughing.Theclasschuckled.

Mybro's;"bayadyolabayekeniGuys."

-theyaredatingleavethem.

Theclasslaughed.Mr.Wartsswasoutoftheclass.

Ishookmyhead.Thandowalkedoutfuming.

Sekani:"nayibonatoyesandofakwibatteryezintsha



moc?"

-doyouseeatoythathasbrandnewbattery's?

Class:"yeah."

Sekani:"ngathiYiyothandosana."

-thandoislikeoneofthem.

Everyonelaughed.EvenmeandmyBro'slaughed.

Eyodwawascryingnexttomefromlaugher.

Theintercomwentonjustasthebellwasaboutto

ring.

:"CanEyodwandoniLangaandChumaniPlaatjiesin

10Apleasecometotheofficethankyou."

Webothstoodupandpackedourbags.Ifelteye's.



Iknewthewholeclasswaslookingatus.We

walkedout.

KelvinandNtlakanipho:"bayadyolaguyskudala

sinixelela."

-theyaredatingguys.Wehavebeentellingyou.

Mybro's:"abanqumlineclassbanqumlideskno

ifactbahlalakunyenakwezodesk.

-theyskipdesks,theydon'tevenskipclass.No

infacttheysitinonedesk.

Theysaidaswewalkedout.Theclasslaughedout

loud.WeChuckled.

.

.

.

.



.

Uvuyo

Itwasnowthirdperiod.Meaningonthenextperiod

Iwillhavetogotothetoilettoexchangeplaceswith

mytwin.

Idon'tknowwhyweain'tinthesameclass.Thank

Godwehavethesamebodystructure.

Welookthesamewesometimesswipeeachother

whenwanttoathome.Butwealwaysgetcaught.

Theyaretheonlypeoplewhocantellthedifference

betweenus.Thebellrang.IsawNkanyeziwalking

outofherclass.Wewalkedbythetoilets.

Me:"saphubakawakhobrabeforeanyoneseesus."

-givemeyourbag....



Her:"kamnandibreakafterthis."

-itsbreakafterthis.

Me:"uvephiwena?"

-wheredidyouhearthat.

Sherolledhereyes.

Her:"misswam.Masambe."

-myteacher.Let'sgo.

Iwalkedtoherclass.

SSteacher:"Plaatjiesyouarealwayslateformy

classes."



Me:"sorryma'amIneedtousethetoileturgently."

Her:"gosityouarewastingourtime.Wehaveatest

towrite."

Iwenttositonherchair.Wehavedonethisalot.I

knowwhereshesitsinthisclass.

Theteachergaveusourpapers.IwroteUvuyoI

wrippedthepaperapart.

Me:"ma'amcanIhaveanotherpaperpleaseI

mistakenlywroteUvuyo'sname."

Shegavemeanotherpaperwithouthesitation.I

wroteNkanyezi'snamethistime.

Iwrotethetest.IalreadyknewthepapersoIdidn't



haveproblems.

.

.

.

.

.

Chumani

Wewalkedtotheoffice.Thesecretarygaveusour

ID's.Wethanwalkedoutandwentourseparate

ways.

WewalkedtogethertotheHistoryclass.It'samust

todoinmyschool.

Afterschoolwewalkedoutmeandmybro'swillgo

totraining.

Wearealsointhisgangsterthings.



Kalvin:"train.iswabaninamhlanje."

-whowillbeassistinguswithtrainingtoday.

Ntlakanipho:"lakakuTailor."

-Tailor

Us:"rhaa."

Hemakesusoverdoeverything.Wegohomewith

sorebodies.

Me:"masingayinamhlanjecausenamazitailor

njani."

-let'snotgo.Youallknowhowtailoris.

Sekani:"wedwamntanamyayaziinextweekzozano

taMsiyane(Siya)"



-youonyouraloneyouknownextweekhewill

comewithSiya

Me:"siphiqalathinanextweek."

-wherearewefirstnextweek.

Us:"Botswana!!."

Wesaidoutloudcausingeyes.TheyChuckled.We

alsochuckled.IlookedaroundtoseeifIcan'tfind

Eyodwa.

Shewaswithsomeguy.NotwhileI'mhere.Never.

Me:"Eyodwa!!"

Everyonelookedatme.Ididn'tcare.Shelookedat

me.



Me:"zapharhowrhowmyvrou."

-comeherequicklymywoman.

Shespoketotheguy.

Kelvin:"Pleasedon'ttellmeyourjealous."

Ilookedatthem.Theylaughed.Ichuckled.She

cametome.

Me:"jongacelandenzelifavouryabonakuzothigqi

GTIemnyamaaphayaboinelineebomvuzuxelele

ladriverbasidispileyabo."

-lookcanyoupleasedomeafavour.Whenyousee

ablackGTIwithredstripescanyoupleasetellthe

driverthatwearegone.



Her:"GTIemnyama.Oksho."

-blackGTIokay.

Iplacedmyarmaroundhershoulders.Shelooked

atme.Ismiledbeforelookingatmybro's

Me:"let'saccompanyher.Sivayeni."

-ansgo.

TheyChuckled.Wewalkedwithhertowardstheguy

shewasstandingwith.

Sekani:"ohumnandinguSekani."

-i'mSekani.

Ntlakanipho:"Ntlakanipho."



Kelvin:"Kelvin."

Me:"Chumani."

Her:"ndayazii"

-iknow

SheTriedtorollhereyes.Welaughedather.She

sulked.Wegottoherboyfriend.

Me:"pleaseteachherhowtorollhereyes."

Isaidbeforewalkedawaywewerestilllaughing.I

lookedatthefuckerandwinked.

.

.

.



.

.

.
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Eyodwandoni

Mywholedaytodayhasbeenrevolvingaroundhim.

Whenhesmilesit'slike...Andiyazi,marnandiyazi.

AfterschoolaspromisedIwalkedovertoLethu



Me:"heyyoucame"

Isaidhugginghim.Hekissedmyforehead.

Him:"whywouldn'tI.Bendingazokwaziicancel.isha

phoneflatandbendikukhumbulalaway."

-icouldn'tcancelmyphonewasflatandIwas

missingyou.

Me:"beworseeyamndiyishiyendlini."

-ileftmineatthehouse.

Justthethoughtofit.Chumanialsolefthisathome.

Him:"howareyouotherwise."

Hesaidsmiling.



Me:"beengreatwena?"

Him:"justsawyourfacesondixap."

Iblushed.ThankGodformydarkskintone.

Him:"woahisthatasmilethatI'mseeing."

Hesaidbringmeclosertohim.Wehugged.He

gavemeapeck

:"Eyodwa!!"

IlookedatthepersoncallingmeitwasChumani.

Standingwithhisfriends.



Him:"zapharhowrhowmyvrou."

-comeherequicklymywoman.

Whathappenedtoplease.Hejustcommandedme

togotohim.Haibothisguy.ButIlikehowheis.I

likeaguythatalwayswantstobeincharge.

Me:"thosearemyclassmates.Lemmegohearwhat

hewillsay."

Lethu:"wow.Classmatesbutukubizivrouyakhe."

-buthiscallingyouhiswoman.

IwalkedawayfromhimandwenttoChumani.

Him:"Jongacelandenzelifavouryabonakuzothigqi

GTIemnyamaaphayaboinelineebomvuzuxelele

ladriverbasidispileyabo."



-lookcanyoudomeafavour.Whenyouseeablack

GTIwithredstripescanyoupleasetellthedriver

thatwearegone.

Seeheisdemanding.Hedidn'tevenwaitformeto

askwhatfavourhejustcommandedmetodoso.

Me:"GTIemnyama.Oksho."

-blackGTIokay.

Ijustagreedcausehealreadyagreedonmybehalf.

Heplacedhisarmaroundmyshouldersandsmiled.

Ialsosmiled.

Him:"let'saccompanyher.Sivayeni."

-andgo



TheyChuckled.WewalkedclosertoLethu.Theyall

introducedthemselvesbeforegoing.

HoldonIknowtheirnamesfromsomewhere.Igot

toLethuandhewasfumingwithanger.

Him:"andyoucallthatjustclassmates?"

Me:"ifIwasdatinghimdoyouthinkIwouldbe

stupidenoughtoWalkwithhiminfrontofyou.

YayaziiIwouldnevercheatonyou."

Him:"youknowthatIhateseeingyouwithother

guys.HenceI'malwaysnotaroundwhenyouwith

Sinelitha."

Me:"whyarewetalkingabouthim?"



Him:"Xolokebaby.Butpleasestopbefriending

everyone.Mbonilelamjitaukujonganjani."

-didyouseehowthatguylooksatyou.

Heisjealouslikehedoesn'tgoaroundwithgirlsin

frontofmeandactlikeI'maghost.YeahIknowmy

lifeistoxicbutthat'slife.AndDon'tthinkIgethurt.

I'musedtopeoplecheatingonme.Thatpainisn't

aspainfulasbefore.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyourtalkingabout."

Him:"wedon'tseewiththeSameeyes.Whatdidhe

wantfromyouanyway."

IsawtheGTIhewastalkingabout.

Me:"thatareyoucomingwithmeorshouldIgo

alone."



Isaidpointingatthecar.Ijustwalkedaway.Igotto

thecar.Iknockedonthewindow.Thedriver

lowernedit.

Me:"doeseveryoneheliveswithhavetobedead

serious."

Him:"whatdoyouwantmiss."

Me:"oohI'mEyodwa.Chumani,Ntlakanipho,Kelvin

andSekanisaidImusttellyouthattheyaregone."

Henodded.Beforeclosingthewindow.heisrude

rhaa.

IwalkedbacktoLethu.



Him:"comelet'sgetyouhome."

Wewalkedtotheranktalkingandlaughinghere

andthere.Igothomeandwentstraighttomyroom.

9hourswithoutyourcellphoneain'tfunny.

Especiallywhenyoudon'thavefriends.AllIdid

wasdaydreamingtodayandeatingmybraaimeat.

Meatisthebest.Iwouldkilldomeat.Ihad6

messagesfromSinelitha,hababathong.

Iviewedthemessage.Itwasagoodmorning

message,4picturesofmewithChumaniandmeat

thecarandamessageofhimmockingme.

Yandiqela.

-heispissingmeoff.



__phoneconversation

Me:"it'snotwhatyouthinkitis."

Him:"thanwhatamIseeing?Youaredatingpeople

withcarsnow?"

Me:"whosaidanythingaboutdatingthoseguys.

Theyaremyclassmates."

Him:"everyoneknowsforafactthattheynever

smilewhentheyarewithgirlseventheirown

girlfriendswhyaretheysmilingwithyou?"

Me:"thisridiculoushaibohowwillIknow.Saphi

ntsimbinetshobabenoyazi."

-givemebeadsandthesangoma'sstickwithacow

tailthanIwillknow.



Hebluetickedme.

Me:"evenifIwasdatingthemitdoesn'teven

concernyou.Youtheonecheatingbetweenyou

andInottheotherwayaround."

Him:"oohyouturningthisonmenow.Yayaziwhy

I'mcheatingsosuringulwathaapha."

Me:"andyouexpectmetogiveittoyouwhenyou

arecheatingonmethewholetime.Libaliyane,

forgettingzmntasekhayalibala."

-forgetaboutit.

Him:"okayI'msorrymylove."

Me:"akhonto."



-thereisnothing

Him:"butpleasestopchillingwiththoseguys."

Me:"okayIwill."

__endofconversation.

MxmasifIwill.IcheckedmyairtimebalanceIneed

data.Isearchedmyblazerformoney.

Ihave50rleftfromthisweek.Iget100reveryweek

forpocketmoney.Ijusttookoffmygrasshopper

andworemyslippers.

Iwalkedtotheshop.Sinelitha'shouseisacross

theshopsothat'swhyIhavemyearphoneson.



Iwalkeddownthestreet.IsawhimandThando

(Chumani'sgirlfriend)walkinginathishouse.Wow.

Ichuckled.

These2arefuckingIcanbetyouthat.Healways

sayssheishercousin.Ishookmyheadandwalked

totheshop.

Me:"Lucky."

Him:"funanimuhles."

-whatdoyouwantbeautiful.

Me:"airtimeye30rnetopperzeLemon."

Henoddedandcamebackwithmythings.Ipayed.

Iwalkedbackhome.

.



.

.

.

.

.

Chumani

WewalkedtotheMallthanwenttoRocomamas.

Weallordered2burgers.

Ntlakanipho:"kwenzekanton'phakathikwakono

Eyodwa."

-what'shappeningbetweenyouandEyodwa.

Me:"nixwejustclassmates."

Them:"thewayyoulookateachothersaysmore."



Welaughed.

Me:"mxmniybonilelalaitybemenayomoc.Norh

kuzebendimstalk.azolobefote.enenyeponi."

-yousawthatshewaswithanotherboytoday.And

whenIwasstalkingheryesterdayshehadpictures

ofanotherboy.

Them:"njakazionetime."

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"playerlamthana."

Me:"ndizomenzaAberytumna."

-iwillmakeherfine.



Kelvin:"Thando?"

Me:"mxmsundixelelangalowoumna."

-don'ttellmeaboutthatone.

Sekani:"izolobusithisoytypeyakhongoku?"

-yesterdayshewasn'tyourtypeandnow.

Me:"izolobekuyizolobawonamhlanjekunamhlanje.

Bendiziphambanisanjezolo."

-yesterdaywasyesterday.Todayistoday.Iwasjust

foolingmyself.

Welaughed.

Me:"hailikemajitalamthananimbonileandNayazi

andongumtuoncumahleka.Butyenandenze

hleke."



-didyouseethatchildandyouknowI'mnota

personwhosmilesandlaugh.Butshemademe

laugh.

Sekani:"yazindikujeqilephaclass.iniokonihleka

sana"

-isawyouintheclassyouhavebeenlaughing.

Them:"onewordWhippedmjita."

Welaughed.Wechilledtherefortherestoftheday

laughingandchatting.

.

.

.

.

.
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Chumani

ItisnowWednesday.MeaningthatTommorowI

willbegoingtoBotswana.

Iwon'tbegoingtoschool.Istillneedtofixafew

thingsbeforegoing.Ihaven'tpackedyet.



Iwokeupat10.Ididmymorningroutine.After

dressingupIwalkeddownstairs.

Iwalkedstraighttothewarmer.Aus'Maviswas

here.Theycometwiceaweek.

Me:"moloma."

-moring

Her:"molonyanakangeuyeschool.wenikanti"

-moringson.Didn'tyougotoschool.

Me:"aakufunekelungiseleletripyam."

-noIhavetofixthingsformytrip.

Shenodded.Itookmyfoodandsatonthe

barstools.WhenIwasdoneeatingitookmyfathers



TSIkeys.

IdrovetotheMallanddidmylittleshopping.

.

.

.

.

.

Nkanyezi

Meandmybrowerecalledtotheprincipal'soffice.

Wewalkedtherehandinhand.

Wewalkedin.

Us:"morningma'am"

Her:"youmaysit."



Sheissorude.Wesatdownsmiling.

Her:"yourSSteacherAndMathsteachertellsme

thatUvuyopassedhismathsandNkanyezipassed

herSS."

Welookedateachotherandsmiledwedidour

handshake.

Her:"stopitthisismyoffice."

Welookedather.

Her:"howdidyou2pass.WeallknowthatNkanyezi

isnotcleverinSSandUvuyoisnotcleverin

Mathematics."



Us:"ma'amwestayinthesamehousesoobviously

wehelpedeachotherwithourwork.Asyouknow

she/hestrugglesinSS/MathsandI'mgoodinit.We

helpedeachothertopass.Wearetwinsafterallwe

areboundtohelpeachother."

Wesaidsmiling.Wehavedonethissincelastyear

grade7soit'snotthefirsttime.

Her:"mhhI'mwatchingyoutwo.Youcangoand

stopgivingteacherproblems."

WenoddedBeforestandingup.Wewalkedout.I

placedmyheadonhisshoulderheplacedhisarm

aroundmywaist.

Him:"theywillnevercatchus."

Me:"andtheywon't."



Him:"whatiftheycallmom."

Me:"mxmshewouldn'tdoanythingyouknowshe

gaveuponuslastyear."

Him:"yeahshedid.Alsodadlet'susbe."

Me:"zobonababaphone.letata.Tatazothumu

Bhutt'."

-iftheycalldad.DadwillsendChumani.

Welaughed.

:"Whatareyou2doinghere.Ain'tyousupposetobe

inyourclasses."

Weturnedaroundonlytobemetbyourdeputy



principal.Wenotshakenbyanyoftheseteachers.

That'swhywearechilled.

Us:"wearegoingtoourclasses."

Her:"whyareyouholdingeachotherthan."

Us:"Iwasjustaccompanyingher/himtohis

English/Afrikaansclass."

Her:"gotoyourclassesthan."

Us:"byebro."

WewalkedintheSamedirection.

Us:"holdonyourintheEnglishclass.Noyourinthe

Afrikaansclass.Younotfunnyyazii.GetLost.Why



areweevenspeakingatthesametime."

Theteacherwasirritated.Webothtookoutour

timetableinourshirts.

Us:"seeItoldyouIwasintheEnglishclass."

Her:"stopfightingandjustgotoyourfucken

classes.Breaktimeyouwillcometomyoffice."

Us:"haiboma'amwearegoing."

WewalkedtothedirectionoftheAfrikaansclass.

Welookedateachotherandlaughed.

Wedidourhandshake.HewalkedtohisEnglish

classIwalkedtomyAfrikaansclass.Ichuckled

beforegettingin.



Ms:"whyareyoulate."

Iswallowopeningmybigeye's.

Me:"youknowhowmyTwinis.Wewerearguingoff

whoiscominghere.Andthan..."

Her:"gositdownIdon'tcareaboutyourendless

stories."

Theclasslaughed.TheyallknowwhenIstart

talkingItalktillthebellrings.

.

.

.

.

.



.

.

Chumani

Istillhavetogoandfetchthetwinsandtakethem

out.It'stheirbirthdaytomorrow.

AsIwasabouttositdownandeatatSteersmy

phonerangitwasSiya.

Me:"taima."

Him:"jongakayophendulaphakwischoolseTerms

andconditions.Busyumnangoku."

-lookgoandansweratTermsandConditions

school.I'mbusynow.

Welaughed.Hehangup.Those2arealwaysupto

nogood.Itookmythingsandwalkedout.



Igotthereandwenttotheoffice.Therewere4

teachersthere.Ichuckled.

Me:"Afternoon."

Isaidshakingtheirhands.

Me:"I'mtheirolderbrother.Ourparentsareatwork

that'swhytheyarenothere."

Theynodded.Isatdownandlookedatthetwins

theyweretalkingaboutwhatever.Okayletmetell

youthedifferencebetweenthem.

Nkanyezihasbigeyeandmessyeyebrowswhile

Uvuyohasalittlebitbigeye'swithneateyebrows.



Principal:"thankyouforcoming.Wewantedtotalk

aboutthetwinsbehavior.Theyhavebeenuptono

goodandtheyhaven'tchangedabit.Theyalways

causingchaos.Theydon'tevenlistentothedeputy

principal.Wetriedeverythingwiththemyoualso

knowthatweseparatedthemthinkingtheywill

behavebuttheyaregettingworse.That'swhywe

havedecidedthatonehastogotoanotherschool

andonehastostay."

TheTwins:"whatnowecan't.That'simpossible.

WhatwillIbewithouthim/her."

Theirbondistight.

Me:"Iwouldrathersendthemtoanotherschool.

This2arearesoclosetheycan'tbeseparated.

Evenwhentheysleeptheysleeptogetherthey

cuddletosleeptheydidthatsincetheyweresmall.

Theyhave2separatebedroomsbuttheyalways

sleeptogether.Howwillweseparatethem.Iwould



rathersendthemtoanotherschoolsincetheyare

causingchaos."

Isaid.Theyalllookedatmeindisbelief.Iknowthat

thetwinswerewrongbutIwillalwaystaketheir

side.

Deputyprincipal:"youdon'thavetotakethemboth

wejustwantwhat'sbestforthemtheycan'tkeep

onmisbehaving.Thisisnottheirschool."

Me:"Iwon'tletyoudisrespectthemlikethat.Make

sureyougetthetransferlettersreadyfor

tommorow.Masambeniimajita."

-let'sgo.

Westoodup.IdidmyhandshakewithUvuyoand

kissedNkanyezi'sCheek.Iplacedmyarmsaround

theirshouldersbeforewalkingoutoftheoffice.



Ilovemysiblings.

.

.

.

.

.
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Wewalkedinthecar.Theysatonthepassengers

seattogether.Hebana.

Iliftupmy1eyebrow.

Me:"Iknowyou2arethinbutthatdoesn'tmean

youhavetositinonechair."

Them:"haiwethubhutt'qhuba."

-justdrive

Welaughed.Idroveoff.

Me:"nenzenton'?"

-whatdidyoudo?

Them:"haiklkbesibhalitestyabosaswipe.athan

namhlanjeprincipalwabonabasipass.ile.and



asikhocleverkwezasubject.Wasbizaofficesathi

basincedisenekhontingako.Saphumaofficeyakhe

sayaclass.inisibambenekwathigqideputywathi

masiyeezclass.inizethuhaisalwathinabangubanii

oyakwiAfrikaansorEnglishsahlekasayakwiclass

zethu."

-wewerewritingtestssoweswipedthantodaythe

principalsawthatwepassed.Shecalledustothe

officeandwetoldherthatwehelpedeachother.

Wewalkedoutoftheofficehandinhandthedeputy

principalcameandwearguedofwhoisgoingto

theAfrikaansandEnglishclass.Welaughedbefore

goingtoourclasses

Ilookedatthemandlaughed.

Me:"nigxothiwekengoku."

-youarechasedawaynow.

Them:"sizobuyelaphangomsozobonasizophuma



xakuthandethina.Khangebasinikeneletter."

-wearegoingbacktomorrowyouwillsee.Wewill

gowhenwelikeso.Theydidn'tevengiveusletters.

Ichuckledanddrovetothemall.WewenttoSpur.

Me:"inani."

-here.

Isaidgivingthem5chocolateseach.Theyareare

differentkindsofchocolates.

Theysmiled.

Them:"Enkossibhutt'."

-thankyou



Me:"ningazleqi"

-don'teatthematonce.

Theynoddedplacingthemintheirschoolbags.

Me:"nizothinikwabazalibenu."

-whatwillyousaytoyourparents.

Them:"sizobona."

-wewillsee.

Ourfoodcamewestartedeating.Theywere

feedingeachother.Itookapictureofthemand

sendittotheirmother.Ialsoposteditonmysocial

mediaplatforms.

Shesentmeatext.



Nizi:"bahlekeabanthwanabam."

-mychildrenarebeautiful.

Ichuckledbeforeplacingmyphoneaway.

Me:"Don'tyouguysgetirritatedbyeachother?"

Theyshooktheirheads.

Them:"neewedon't."

Ichuckled.

Me:"soyouguysdon'tevendate."

Them:"eish.Umna/NkanyezilahliweUvuyo/Umna

sadyola"



-i/Nkanyezigotdumped.Uvuyo/I'mstilldating.

Me:"Don'tyouswipeyourselvesthen."

Them:"hellno."

Theysaiddoingadab.Welaughedoutloud.Mxm

theyarecrazy.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Eyodwa



Hedidn'tgotoschoolyesterday.Wehavebeen

talkinglatelybutnotthatmuch.Alsowithhis

friends.

Iplacedmybaginthecar.Liyemawastakingmeto

school.Ihadmysmallbackpackonmyback.

YesterdayIdidpurplebraids.Wouldyoubelieveme

ifIsaidididthemmyself.WellIdid.Iknowit's

unbelievablebutIdid.

WegottoschoolItookmybags.

Me:"Iwillcallmomwhenweareleavingandwhen

wegetthere."

Him:"okayprincess.EnjoybutDon'tmissbehave."



Wehugged.Hekissedmeallovermyface.Igiggled.

Itookmysuitcaseandwalkedtowereother

learner'sare.

Igotbusywithmycellphonechattingwithboth

SinelithaandLithalethuandotherpeopleon

Facebook.

Thebusarrived.EveryonewentinIwaitedfor

everyonetogetin.Theytookourbagsandplaced

themneatlyinthebus.

Onceeveryonewasin.ItookmyphoneandCalled

mymotherwillgettingin.

Me:"sahambangokumama"

-wearegoingnowmom

Isaidwalkinginthepassagelookingforaopen



space.

Her:"okaykegirlenjoy."

Idisconnectedthecall.JustthanSinelithacalled.

Me:"sthandwa"

Him:"heybabyniphingoku."

-whereareyounow.

Iwasstilllookingforaplacetositon.

Sekani:"zohlalaaphaEyodwa."

-comesithereEyodwa.

Hesaidattheback.Iwalkedthere.



Me:'sesebus.iniBaby."

Him:"okayndakuthanndake."

-okayIloveyouthan.

Me:"ndakuthanndanamSinelitha."

-iloveyoutooSinelitha.

IsaidthatwhenIwasattheback.Chumaniand

Thandowerelookingatme.theywerebothfuming.

Thandowasontopofhimrhaa.

Iwasalsofumingthatheiswiththisgirlinfrontof

me.IwenttositnexttoSekanibythewindow.

Sekani:"whyiangryThandokengokuyena."



Hewhisperedinmyear.KelvinandNtlakanipho

weredoingwhateveronthephone.Theywerealso

sittingattheback.

Me:"funuthethandabazabanthu"

-idon'twannaTalkaboutpeople'snews.

Him:"sukeaphakecausebendigcinelewenale

ndawu."

-gotoanotherplacecauseIkeptthisspaceforyou.

Ilookedathimfrowninghelaughed.

Me:"mxmjongamamelaapha."

-looklistenhere.

Itookmybackpackfrommybackandtookoutmy

laptop.Iswitcheditonandgavehimmy



headphones.

Him:"zokwenzanton'."

-whatwillyoudo.

Me:"IhaveagignextweekSaturday.SoIneedyou

tolistentothismusictoseeifzobarytna."

Helookedatmeshocked.

Him:"tsikitsikiwena?"

HesaidmakingasifhisDJing

Me:"yeah."

Him:"Izasmaleleke."



-let'slisten.

Iplayedthemusic.Heclappedhishandscausing

everyonetolookatus.

Him:"haiguysmnandiilomculohaibo."

-noguysthismusicisgreat.

Everyonelaughed.Hecontinueddancingwithhis

handshiscrazy.Atleastheliftupmymood.When

thosehitsweredonehegavememyheadphones.

Him:"zobaphilegigyakhofunubapha."

-wherewillyourgigbeatIwannabethere.

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iwilldmyouthedetails."



Henodded.IstartedDoingmyotherhits.Hewas

lookingatthelaptopconcentratedwithhisheadon

myshoulder.

ItookoutapacketofchipsIopeneditandplacedit

onhislap.WeatewillconcentratedonwhatIwas

doing.

Him:"howdoyouknowwhenit'srightornotcauseI

hearnodifference.Inwhatyoudidnowandwhat

youdid30minutesago."

Igiggled.

Me:"basebingekhokleyangokundiyifakhileIknow

it'scrazybutbelievemethereisadifference."

-therewasn'taBaseinthepreviousonenowithas

one....



Hechuckled.

Him:"ain'tyouunderagetogotoclubs.Jonga

bhudeapha."

-lookyoumadeamistakehere.

Hesaidpointingatthelaptop.Ifixedthemistake.

Me:"thankyou.WellIam.Lemmetellyouhowthis

started.Myuncletaughtmeallofthisbuthe

passedaway.SoItookhistoolsandlearnedmore

things.LastyearwhenIwasingrade9Iwenttoa

club.Iwasgoingtodomyfirstgig.Iliedandsaid

I'mingrade12I'm18yearsold.Theydidn'teven

askformyId.Haykeiwenttherendenzaspanisam,

mythings.Everyonewasenjoyingthemselves.

Everyonewascallingoutmyname.Thepolice

camein.Theyarrestedmeandtheowner...."



Him:"waitwhat."

Heburstintolaugher.Hewasintears.Everyone

lookedatusandChuckled.Ialsolaughedthinking

aboutthenaughtythingsIdidlastyear.

Me:"yeahgotarrested..."

Helookedatmeandlaughedagain.

Me:"yekileumnake."

-iwon'tgoon

Welaughed.

Him:"Xoloke."

-i'msorry.



Me:"yeahIgotarrested.Mymomwascalled.They

allcametothepolicestation.Ifirstpleadwiththe

detectivetoletgooftheownercauseshedidn't

knowIwasunder18.Thenmymomcameshegave

meanearfulthatherbrotherdiedbecauseofthis

andIalsowannadie.Isneakedoutwhilethey

thoughtIwassleeping..."

Helaughed.

Him:"youwereonfirewhydon'tyousayso."

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmanyway.Theyshoutedatmethewhole

night.Theybailedme.LateronthatdayIwentto

thepolicestationagain.Appliedforalicenceso

thatIcangotogig's.Luckilytheownerhadalready

givenmemoneysoyeah.EverythingwentfastbutI



wasonlyallowedtouseitthisyearsoyeah."

Hewasintearsfromlaughing.Ialsolaughed.

Him:"haiungunja."

Welaughed.Wecontinuedchatting.Wesangsongs

(amagwijo)mostofthetimeswiththewholebus.

Chumaniwastheleadsinger.Hecansing.Iget

goosebumpsEverytimehegoestohighnotes.

WegottoBotswanalateatnightsincewehad

pitstopsingarages.

Weweretoldtoformalinesothatwecanbe

dividedinto3'sforthebedrooms.Agirlslineanda

boysLine.



Iwasattheback.ChumaniwasAlsoattheback.I

chuckled.Hekeptstealingglancesatme.Iwould

alsolookathimfromtimetotime.

Wegottothefrontthereweren'tgirlsanymoreand

thereweren'tevenboys.Everyonewasinagroupof

three.

Notmixedjustasimplegroupofthesamegender.

Mr.Hope:"you2aretheonlypeopleleft.Andwe

don'thaveaspareroomsothatyoucanhaveyour

ownrooms."

MrsSmith:"pleasebehave.Youwillbesharinga

room."

Wenodded.



Mrhope:"willyou2befineorshouldwepullsome

strings."

Us:"wewillbefinesir."

Him:"okaybutbehave.Wedon'twantbabies."

Welaughed.

Him:"in30youwillmeetusatthehallfordinner."

WenoddedbeforeWewenttoourroomwithour

bags.Therewere2bedonenexttotheotherthere

wasachestofdrawerbetweenthem.

Ithrewmyselfontopofoneofthebeds.

Chumani:"whyyouignoringme."



Itookoutmysweets.

Me:"lekese?"

-sweets?

Isaidliftingthemup.Hetookthem.

Me:"Iwasn'tignoringyou."

Him:"qatheni."

-thanwhat'sup.

Hewaslayingdownnexttome.Ilookedathim.

Me:"akhontobuhlelinemedilakhomoc."

-nothing,youweresittingwithyourgirlfriend.



Hechuckledandlookedatmebeforegivingmemy

sweetsback.

Him:"stillyoushouldhavegreetedme."

Me:"oohbethweumna?"

-mustIbebeaten?

Welaughed

Him:"sozebethwekhona."

-noonewillbeatyouupwhileI'mstillhere.

Me:"mxasif.Youjustblabberingnowcometheday

I'mbeatenupyou.YouWilljustwatch."



Heheldhischest.Welaughed.Igavehimthe

sweets.

Him:"don'tmakemeaheartlessperson."

Me:"ifIcouldIwouldberollingmyeyesrightnow."

Welaughed.

Him:"okaylet'sstartover.MoloNdoni."

-eveningndoni.

Me:"MoloOwethu."

-eveningOwethu

Helookedatmeshocked.Ifoundoutabouthis

secondnamewhileIwastakingtheabsenteeslist

totheofficeyesterday.



Igiggled.

Me:"Ifoundoutaboutyoursecondnameyesterday

whenIwasdoingtheabsenteeslist"

Him:"sulingxolaklknawe."

-don'tshoutaboutit.

Inodded.Welaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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YoumustbewonderingwhyIwasfumingatthe

bus.Aamajitaithurts.NgengathangaIloveyou

toophamkwam.

-sheshouldn'thavesaidIloveyoutooinfrontof

me.

LemmenotbeselfishcauseThandowasalso

sittingontopofme.Ishouldn'thavelethersiton

topofme.



MaybejustmaybeIwasgoingtoenjoymyridewith

Ndoni.nowIfeelsobadlikeIcheatedonheror

something.

ButthanGodandmyancestorswerenotsleeping

whileIneededthemthemost.ThankstothemI'm

sharingaroomwithher.

Afterchattingwithherandmakingsurethatsheis

alrightwewalkedtothehalltoeat.Itwasbasically

KFCStreetWise2and3buns.Wearestayingina

schoolsHostel.

Aftereatingwewalkedbacktoourroom.Shewore

warmpjama's.Ijustworemybluecheckpjama

bottomsandavest.Ican'tsleepinboxersnow.

Her:"don'tyouhavesocksthatarespare?"



Shesaidsittingonherbedlisteningtolovejams

withherlegscrossed.YouallknowSamsung

earphonesarethebesttheyareperfectlyloud.

Me:"nopeIonlyhavesocksformymatch's.Why

youasking?"

Iwasalsobusywithmyphone.

Her:"akhontingakoqakugodolanyawu."

-nothingmuchjustthatmyfeetarecold.

Me:"Izandizozenzatshutshuumna"

-comeIwillmakethemwarm.

Her:"intoendiyiqapheleyoawuceliwenaintooyi

funayoyayfunaqa."

-whatIsawisthatyoudon'taskwhatyouwantyou



willgetit.

Ilaughed.Shecametomybed.

Me:"mthethowamlowo."

-that'smylaw.

Shelaughed.Shetookmyphoneandplacediton

thechestofdrawerbetweenourbed.Iwasjust

lookingather.

Shethangotinbedandgaveme1earphone.Itook

itwithouthesitation.Wearethesameheightin

caseyou'rewondering.

Her:"liftupyourrightleg."

Ididso.Iwaslayingbymyside.Sheplacedher



rightleginbetweenmylegs.

Her:"bekaphantsi"

-putitdown.

Ididsheplacedherleftfootontop.Herfeetwere

indeedcold.Ibroughtherclosertomebyhugging

her.Wecoveredourselveswithatheblanket.

Me:"rememberwhenthecomputerteacherusedto

saywewilldateonedayandwewouldlookateach

otherdiscussed."

Her:"holdonyouthatChumani,sameonewho

deletemyworkandIhadtostartagainduringbreak

time."

Welaughed.Weusedtobecrazybackthan.

Fantasia'sWhenIseeyouplayedonherphone.



Me:"yeahthatChumani.Don'taskinnocentlyyou

alsodeletedminethatday.WorstpartwasthatI

hadtositnexttoyouafteryoudeletedmywork."

Her:"youstarteditbypullingthechairwhileIwas

sittingeveryonelaughedatmeforfalling."

Me:"asifitwasgoodforyoutoplaceprittonmy

chair."

Welaughed.

Me:"rememberwhenwehadtodoanadvertisement

togetherandwespentthewholeperiodarguing

aboutwhichcolourtheapplesshouldbelike.And

ma'amwouldsayHusbandandWifearearguing

again."



Welaughedoutloud.

Her:"I'mnottalkingaboutthedayyouatemywhole

lunchinfrontofme.Worstpartitwasmeat."

Welaughed.

Me:"youalsotookmymoneythatdayandranaway

toGodknowswhere."

Her:"rememberthetimewewerebothindetention

andsharedthepackofchips.Sincewewere

hungry."

Weburstedintolaugher.Wereallydidnaughty

thingsbackthan.

Her:"Iusedtoenjoythosedays.WhoknewIwould



evergetalongwithyou.Iwouldhavelaughedat

thatperson."

Me:"metoohey.Butyoudisappearedinthinair.

YounevercamebackforyourDecemberexams."

SheChuckled.

Her:"atthattimeIlosttheonlypersonwhogaveme

afatherfigure,myuncle.Hewasstabbedatthe

backwhenhewastryingtosavemehewas

stabbedonthesameplacehewasstabbedatinthe

previousweek,rightinfrontofme.Hewasstabbed

becauseofthecareerhechose.DJing.Mymother

keptonwarninghimtostopitbutheneverlistened.

Hediedjustlikethat.Meandmyfamilywereto

depressed.Mymotherstoppedworkinganddrank

alcohol.Mybrotherstriedstayingstrongbutthey

alsocouldn't.Theytookourmothertoarehab

center.Iwentbacktoschoolatthelocalschool

backathomesinceweneverhadenoughmoney.



Thanlastyearmymotheropenedatarvenathome.

IthelpedalotcauseyiyoleIndikuphekwilocal

schoolyandisetown."

-ittookmeoutfromalocalschooltoaschoolin

town.

Shewasintears.Iwipedthemaway.Shehasbeen

throughalot.SundaybluesbyLangaMavusa

played.Iheldhertightlynotwantingtoletgo.The

songwasdoingthemost.

Me:"everythingwillbealright."

Shenoddedsmiling.

Her:"everythingisperfectlyfinealreadythankyou

otherwise."

Ikissedherforehead.



Her:"lalatchfunekenenzewarmup'sbeforeyou

playkwak'sasanorh."

-sleepyouwillhavetodowarmupsbeforeyouplay

earlyinthemorning.

Welaughed.ShealsoCares.

Me:"okaygoodnightke."

Ikissedherforehead.Wesleptinthatsame

position.Shehadherhandonmychest.Itriedmy

besttomakesurethatIdon'tpokeherwithmyhard

boner.

Idon'twanthertofeeluncomfortable.Someone

heatthedoortryingtowakeusup.Ndoniwasstill

sleeping.Ilookedattheclockonthewallit's7am.



IgotontopofNdoniandkissedheralloverher

face.Itookherlegandplaceditaroundmywaist.

Her:"mhh.AaOwethundizovukango8umna."

-noOwethuIwillwakeupat8

Weweretoldyesterdaythatwewillbewokenupat

7.Igrindonherwhilewearingclothes.Shemoaned

sweetlyandsoftly.

Her:"sudeundirapengxibimphahla"

-yourapingmewillI'mwearingclothes.

Ilaughed.Shewasstillsleeping.

Me:"Itriedmybestinwakingyouup."

Isaidkissingherforeheadbeforegettingoffher.I



willcherishthesemomentsfortherestofmylife.

Iwalkedtothesmallbathroomintheroom.Itooka

shower.Idideverythingandworemyschool

tracksuitwithmysoccerkitunderneath.

Iwalkedoutofthebathroomshehadmadebothof

thebeds.

Her:"Iwillbedowninafewokay."

Ikissedherforeheadbeforewalkingouttowerewe

eat.Forbreakfastwewerehavingoats,fruitsalad,

bread.Itwasyourchoice.

Iatebreadwithcheese.Iwenttomybro's.

Me:"yeahshoshomajita."



Isaidbrohuggingthem.

Kelvin:"wenotgoingtoaskyouwhathappened.

Youcansaveyourbreath."

Wechuckled.

Me:"youseriouslydon'twanttoknow?"

Ifeltlikebragging.

Ntlakanipho:"umnaxeleleqabakangemutye

lamthana."

-tellmeyoudidn'thavesexwiththatchild.

Me:"justafewstrokes."



Them:"what!!"

Everyonelookedatustheywereloud.Ilaughed.

Me:"justjoking."

Theysighed.

Me:"butIdidgrindhersinceshedidn'twanttowake

up."

Theyalllookedatmeshocked.

Sekani:"clothes?"

Me:"yeah.WhyamIeventellingyouguysaboutthe



greatestmorningever.Iwokeupandshewasinmy

arms."

TheyChuckled.

Ntlakanipho:"bequmbilemoczolo."

-shewasangryyesterday.

Sekani:"ndakncedamnasani."

-ihelpedyouboy

Me:"wellfikeKumerytyapholakeqa."

-wellshewasfinewhenshegottome.Sheis

alwayscalm.

Sekani:"ncedwendim."

-ihelpedyou.



Me:"Enkossibawo."

-thankyouman.

Wedidourbrohug.

Kelvin:"beniyenzanton'norh."

-whatwereyoudoing.

Us:"yeahanswer."

Sekani:"shewastellingmeaboutthegigshewillbe

goingtonextweek.Shejustwantedmetolistento

hermusic.That'swhyIwashappy."

Us:"tsikitsiki?"



Wesaidmakingasifwearedjing

Sekani:"yeah.Shewasteachinghowit'sdone

yesterday."

Me:"Shedidn'ttellmethatpartyesterday."

Ifrowned.Theylaughed.

Them:"buzile?"

-didyouask

Ilookedatthem.Theylaughed.

Sekani:"allinallIcan'tmissherfirstgig.I'mjust

waitingforthedetailsoftheparty."



Hesaiddancingwithhisshoulders.

Us:"nathisipha."

-wearealsothere.

Me:"siphakathi."

Them:"inside"

Welaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Ahhhh.Ijusthadthebestnightever.Wewere

listeningtolovejamscuddling.

Hekissedmeallovermyfaceandgrindonme.I

swearIwaswetinasplitsecond.Incaseyou're

wonderingndiseyiyoguys.

-i'mstillit.

IknowaboutthesethingssinceIsometimesread

aboutthemontheinternet.

AfterhewalkedoutItookashowerandworemy

schooltracksuitandagolft-shirtfromschool.I

walkedtothehallwereweareeatingat.

Everyonewasalreadygoneonlymyclubwasstill

here.Iateoats.

Aftereatingwewalkedouttotheothers.They



startedplayingwithotherschools.Thandogothurt.

Shegotpushedandfallwithherelbow.

Sheisinnetball.NowIhadtoattendher.Ican't

handlethis.

Iwipedherwoundwiththatacidwiperinsteadof

Dettol.

Her:"haiutheniiphambanesebenzisaDettol

mfondini."

-areyoumad.UseDettol.

Whodidshesayismad?Rhaayanyalenjakazi

-sheispissingmeoff.

Ipressedherwoundharderwiththatacidthing.She

wasredwithangry.



Me:"ndikuyekeumna."

-iwillleaveyou.

Ipulledherarmbeforecontinuingdoingmything.

At4pmtheywerealldonewiththeirgames.

Weweretoldwecanchilloutsideabitbeforegoing

in.Iwenttositunderatree.

Itookoutmylaptopandheadphonesfrommy

backpack.Istarteddoingmythingsdrinkingthe

StoneyIgotforlunch.

Sighes.Ilookedupbingamajita.

Them:"don'tyouhavewater."



Itookoutmy1LbottleofTupperwarefullofwater

andgaveittothem.

Sekani:"lemmeguessyoudoingyourmusicagain."

Me:"yeah.IwillbebusyduringtheweeksoIwon't

beabletodoitthan."

Theyallnodded.Iclosedmylaptopandlookedat

them.

Me:"binjanimatch?"

-howwasthematch.

Chumani:"nzimabramatchyokqala0-0yesbino2-

2."

-hardthefirstmatch0-0thesecondone2-2.



Kelvin:"ifitwasn'tfornumber7besizowin.a

lantwanasithisizamawayzethunayepha.

Ayidinwalantwanarha."

-weweregoingtowin.Wetrytodoourbestbuthe

isalwaysthere.Hedoesn'tgettied.

Them:"tch."

Ntlakanipho:"shit."

Hesaidlookingathisphone.

Them:"what?"

Him:"ngesingajump.angatrainingmajitajonga

ngokuFridayzizazonkeezaponizizositrain.isa."

-weshouldhavewenttotraininglooknowFriday

theyareallcomingtotrainus.



Them:"whatdoyoumeanzonkeezaponi."

-allofthosedudes.

Him:"Silencer,Cage,Snakes,Tailor,MambernoTT."

Them:"wejustdagourowngraves.Thereisno

comebackfromhere."

Him:"IshouldjustpraytoGodtoacceptmein

heaven.Thereisnowaythatwearecomingback

alive."

Theyallshooktheirheads.Idarenotaskeven

thoughIwascurious.

Chumani:"ifbodileumnazenindingcwabenge

casketemnyama."



-ifIdieburrymewithablackcasket.

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"that'snotallwearedoingourfirstJob.

Cashheist."

It'sconfirmedtheyaregangster.Eventheirwell

builtbodiessayso.WhyamInotshaken.Other

girlswouldfreakwhynotme.

Theylookedatme.Ishrugged.

Them:"ain'tyougoingtofreakout?"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"whydoamoneyheistwhenyoustillnewwhy



don'tyougosmalltakecellphones."

TheytookoutokapiesItookoutminefrommy

boobs.Welaughed.

Me:"let'sstabeachotheronetime."

Welaughed.Welookedaroundbeforeplacingthem

intheplaceswewerehidingthemat.

Kelvin:"Pleasedon'ttellmeyouragangstertoo."

Me:"notatalljusthavetheknivestoprotectmein

timesofneed."

Them:"knives?"

Theyaskedwitheyeswideopen.Itookoutonethat



wasinbetweenmybraids,theoneinmysneakers

andtheoneonmythighsinmyshorttight.

Them:"njakazi."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"Ihavebeentellingyouguys."

Welaughed.

Me:"protectionhaibo."

Welaughed.JustthanZoey,thandoandBusicame.

Sigh

TheguysjuststoodupexpectforSekani.They

walkedaway.BusiisdatingKelvin.



Me:"awudyolinoPalesawena?"

-ain'tyoudatingPalesa?

Sekani:"weareqawefoughtyesterday.Shecaught

meflirtingwithanothernetballplayer."

Ilookedathimandlaughed.

Me:"sebetter.ewenatadyolanechomiieumna."

-you'rebetterdudeI'mdatingfriends.

Isaidlookingathimhewidenedhiseyes.Ihad

alreadyplacedmyheadonhislapwewereeating

popcorns.

Him:"chomiie?"

-friends?



Me:"yeah."

Isaidlaughing.Itookoutmyphoneandwenttomy

pictures.

Me:"jongasquadsaboesi."

-lookthistheirsquad.

Helooked.

Him:"sameguyyouwerestandingwithonFriday."

IshowedhimMypictureswithSinelitha.Helooked

atme.Welaughed.

Him:"youcan'tbeserious."



Me:"ngxakiyaboSinelitha.TheoneIjustshowed

youourpictures.cheatsalotandIalwaysForgive

himthisothertime.Hecheatedagainthanhis

friendtheoneIwasstandingwithonFridaySweet

talkedmeandIfallforit.NowI'mdatingfriends.

Don'takswhyIdon'tleavethembothsinceI'm

playingwithfire.It'shard,notlikeI'minloveor

anything.Lithalethuwasnothingbutarebound.

Comingtothinkaboutit.Iknownditoxicbutyeah

life."

Him:"onewordNjakazi."

Welaughed.

Him:"whatiftheycatchyou."

Me:"Idon'treallycare.I'musedtopaintothepoint

whereIdon'tknowhowitfeelslike.It'sanumb



thingtome."

Isaidsmiling.

Him:"youreallyaretoxic.UmnaIsaydumpthem

both.Findyourselfagainthanstartdatingagain.

Youcan'tkeepgoingonlikethisyouwillendup

loosingyourmindandhavementalhealth

problems."

Me:"youthink."

Him:"yeahIthinkso.Justdumpthem.Youwillfind

therightpersonforyou.Stopinvolvingyourself

withtoxicpeopleyouronlydamagingyourself."

Me:"Iwilldojustthat.Afterdumpingthem.I'm

takinga3monthsbreakfromdatingthanIwill

searchfortherightperson."



Iknowyou'reprobablythinkingaboutChumanibut

mjitanemedilakheguys.

Him:"that'sgoodIshouldprobablybeadoctorand

stopdoinglawhey."

Welaughed.

Me:"whoknewthatthecrazySekaniwouldbeso

seriousandsothoughtful."

Him:"I'mamanwithmanytalents."

Welaughed.

Me:"whyisyournameSekani.Ihavebeenmeaning

toask.Noneedtoanswerifyoudon'twantto."



Him:"Idon'tmind.WellmyMotherisaRussianand

taimaMxhosa.IwasbasicallyborninRussia."

Inodded.

Me:"ndakbethamrussiathiniaphakum."

-iwillbeatyouRussianwhatareyousayingtome.

Weburstedintolaugher.Wetookmanyvideosand

pictures.Wepostedsomewiththecaption'best

friendyammajita '

Wetookmanybeautifulpicturesandvideos.I

enjoyedmytimewithhim.Atleasthisalwaysthere

tomakemeforgetaboutmyproblems.Andabout

ChumaniwhoIthinkIwillneverget.Helookshappy

withThando.

.
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Chumani

Thandoandherpuppetsdon'thavetiming.Wewere

stillhavingagreattimewithNdoniandtheycame.

Westoodcauseweknewforafactthattheywill

causetroublewithNdoni.



Ifuckedhersenselesslyatthetoilets.Ineededto

releasethat'swhy.AndIdidn'tevengetachanceto

cumcauseNdoniwasallovermyhead.

IstoppedhalfwayRadebeuyewastoftmajita.What

isNdonidoingtome.ThankGodSekanistayed

behind.

Atleastshewasn'tlonely.thoughifeltbadIwanted

tobewithher.Thandowassomadatme.

Icouldn'tcarelessabouther.Ileftherinthetoilets.

Andwenttomyfriends.Ndoniwasnowgone.

Me:"uphindoni?"

-whereisNdoni?



Sekani:"helpingmrsSmithwiththefood."

Inoddedsittingdown.Itwasalreadydark.

Ntlakanipho:"whysouruphiThando?"

-whereisThando?

Kelvin:"tch."

Me:"Radebeakavukimajitauyewasoftndiphakathi

inside."

-Radebedidn'twanttowakeuphebecamesoft

whileiwasinside.

Theyburstintolaugher.

Them:"lemmeguessNdoniwasalloveryourlittle

brains."



Ilookedatthemandtheylaughedmore.Ichuckled

shakingmyhead.

Kelvin:"Ndonihasyoubyherpalms."

Ntlakanipho:"mphethapa"

-sheisholdinghimhere.

Hesaidheatinghand.

Sekani:"Idon'tknowwhyyoudon'ttellheralready

phoffshestillneedstoheal."

Us:"whatdoyoumeanheal."

Sekani:"lamthanapastrelationshipzakhenezi

akhuzongokuzitoxicsondathikuyemakayeke



lentoayenzayocauseshewillenduploosingher

mindwathishewilltakeabreakfromdatingand

dateonceshehasfoundherselfagain.Lamthana

akanafeelingsguys.Shedoesn'tevengethurt

whensheishurted.Shesaidthatshegetsnumb

whensheishurtshedoesn'tfeelanypain."

-thatchildspastrelationshipsandtherelationship

sheisinnowaretoxicitoldhertostopdoingwhat

sheisdoing....

Nowiwillhavetobepatientwithher.Shecan'tbe

likethiswhenwearedating.Thatswhysheis

alwayscalm.Buticanseethroughhereeyesthat

sheishurtwhensheseesmesomeoneelse.

Us:"that'sdeepbro."

Sekani:"reallydeepbutdon'ttellheritoldyou

anything.Idon'twanttoloosemybestfriend."



Hesaidsmiling.Wechuckled.

Us:"wewon't.Wepromise"

Sekani:"yousoundlikepussiesnow."

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"bephiPalesanorh?"

-werewasBusi?

Sekani:"andimazbutwefoughtshecaughtme

flirtingwithoneofthenetballplayers."

Welaughedathim.

Kelvin:"haiawunanqondokwedin."



-youmadboy.

Us:"tch."

Welaughedagain.Wewerecalledtogoandeat.We

wereeatingburgersfromBurgerKing2eachwitha

cooldrinkofyourchoice.Ndoniwasthegivingus

ourfood.

Shehadhereyesglasseson.Makinghermore

beautiful.Weatethanwentbacktoourrooms.

Ionlyhave2nightsandadaytospendwithher

here.It'sSaturdaytommorowourlastdayhere.

Sundaywearegoinghome.

Ichangedandgotundercoversbusywithmy

cellphone.Shehasn'tcamebackyet.Justthan

theredoorflewopen.Shegotineatingwingsfrom



KFC

Her:"mhhyoualreadyhere."

Shegavemethewings.Shedoesn'taskifyouwant

somethingornotshejustgivesittoyou.Sheisa

greatpersonandherpersonalityisgreat.Namiate

ke.

Me:"weredidyougetthese?"

Iyelledshewasatthebathroomchanging.

Her:"KFCIwenttherewiththeteachers."

Sheyelledback.

Me:"butweatefromBurgerKing."



Her:"wefirstwenttoKFCjustforicecream."

Ichuckled.Shewalkedout.Iwasalreadydone

eatingtherewere4wingsleftafterall.

Shegotontopherbedandtookherearphones.

Me:"canyoupleasecuddlemetosleep.Ican't

sleep."

Iwastryingmyluckheredon'tlookatmelikethat.

Shestoodupfromherbedandcametomine.We

placedourphonesawaybutlistenedtohermusic.

Her:"it'slikeyoudidaskmetocuddlewithyou.It's

likeyouorderedmetoo,yourvoiceisto

demanding."



Wewereinthesamepositionlikelastnight.We

laughed.

Me:"butstilldomydemands."

Her:"myheartmakesmelistentowhatyousayi

mustdoanditmakesmedoso."

Firstimpression.Okaygood.

Me:"sorryforhurtingyourheartandsoulearlieron

todayandyesterday."

Ifelttheneedtoapologisetoher.Ikissedher

foreheadbeforeshiftingaroundandplacingheron

topofme.



Sheplacedherheadontopofmychestontheleft.I

hatethefactthatwearethesameheightshewasa

littlebittallbutshesomehowcrossedherfeetwith

mine.

YeahjustthewayIwillit.

Her:"I'malsosorryforsayingIloveyoutooinfront

ofyouandforstandingwithhiminfrontofyou."

Me:"it'sokay."

Ikissedherforehead.

Me:"tellmemoreaboutyourself."

Her:"youknowmynameI'mturning17thisyear.I

dodjingjustforahobby.Ilivewithmymomand



mybro'sbuttheyhavetheirownhousestoo.what

moreIdon'tknow.I'msingleslashdating.My

relationshipsarealltoxic.Stillsearchingfortrue

love.ButIwillbetakingabreaksinceIhavebeen

jumpingfromarelationshiptoanother.Justnjea

monthor3."

Ihopeshemeansonlyamonth.OrIwilldateher

whileshehasn'tfoundherself.

Her:"tellmemoreaboutyourself."

Me:"mylifeissimplenothingmuch.I'mabrotherof

2naughtytwins.Agirlandaboy.Livewithmy

parentsbothloving.IplaysoccerandI'ma

gangsterasyouknow.Sohowdidyoustartbeinga

DJ?Imeanyouunderage?"

Her:"promisemeyouwon'tlaugh."



WeChuckled.

Me:"itdepends."

Her:"mxmIwilltellyouanyway.SoBeforemyuncle

diedhetaughtmehowtodj.WhenhediedItook

histoolsandstarteddoingmythingsitalsohelped

mefromhealing.LastyearIwasgoingtodomy

firstgigyabo.IliedtotheownerandsaidI'm18my

heightalsohelpedinlying.theydidn'taskformyid.

HaykeIperformed.Peoplewerecallingmyname

andall.Butthingswentwrongwhenthepolice

camein.Iwasarrestedalongsidew..."

Me:"yourwerewhat?"

Iaskedlaughing.

Her:"arrested."



Me:"youarethecraziestgirlIhaveevermet.No

cap."

WebothlaughedIwasintears.Shewipedthem.

Her:"soyeahIwasarrested.Mymomwascalled.

Theygavemeanearful.Theybailedmeout.Later

onthatdayIwenttothepolicestationagain.

Luckilyformetheownerhadalreadygivenme

money.NdenzalicencebutIwastoldIcanonlybe

abletodomythingsthisyearsoyeah."

Welaughed.

Me:"njakaziNyan'wena."

-you'rethebaddestforreal.



Welaughed.Fantasia'sWhenIseeyouplayed

again.

Me:"Iputyourpictureonmy

Starttoblushwhensomeonesaysyourname."

Istartedsinging.

Us:"inmystomachthere'sapain

Seeyouwalkinmydirection

Igotheotherway

IstarttostutterwhenIspeak."

Welaughedaswesangtogether.Wewereboth

smiling.ShecansingIfeeljealous.Thatshesings

morebeautifullythenme.Shegivesme

goosebumps.



Me:"planlet'sdoadurationtogether.It'sbeena

longtimesinceIpostedonmysocialmedia

platforms."

Her:"okayiza."

Itookmyphonewesatupstraight.Iplacedthe

phoneinarightangle.

ShewassittinginfrontofmeIhadmyarms

wrappedaroundherneck.Andmyfaceontopof

hershoulder.

Me:"sunxamadownloadbeatyalengoma."

-letmedownloadthebeatssong.

Her:"nevermindIhaveit."



Ichuckled.Wesatinthepositionweweresittingin.

Shestartedthesong.

Us:"Iputyourpictureonmirror

Startthetoblushwhensomeonesaysyourname

Inmystomachthere'sapain

Seeyouwalkinmydirection

Igotheotherway

IstarttostutterwhenIspeak

Starttostandbutmykneesgoweak

What'shappeningtome?

Inthedark,canyoutellmewhatitmeans?

(Welookedateachotherandsmiled.)

Ilaymyheadonmypillow

Staringouttowindow

(Welookedatthewindowbeforelookingateach



otheragain)

Wishonastarforasign

You'rethereasonwhy

You'realwaysonmymind

(Irolledmyeyesshegiggled)

WhenyoucomearoundIgetshy

WhenIseeyou

WhenIseeyou

Ineverknowwhenyoumightwalkby

SoIgottaberightontime

WhenIseeyou

WhenIseeyou."

Her:"Iscribblexando'sinmynotebookschecking

howmyhairandmynailslook



Ifeelmyselfinthezone

SoIsayI'mnothome."

Me:"Iseeyourface

AndIhearmyfavoritesong

ShouldIsendandemailathome?

(Isandtoherwithmyhandcuppingherface.And

mythumbcaressinghersoftcheeks.)

You'rethenumberonetopiconthephone

Iwonderifyouknowordoyouhaveaclue,yeah"

Us:"Ilaymyheadonmypillow

Yougotmestartingoutthewindow

Wishonastarforasign

What'sthereasonwhy,yeahyeahyeah

You'realwaysonmymind



WhenyoucomearoundIgetshy

WhenIseeyou

WhenIsee."

Her:"You'resexyboyyousosexyboy."

Shegiggled.AndIsmiled.Iheldherchinandbite

herlowerlip.Sheheldontootheoneontop.We

gaveeachotherapeck.Beforemakingour

foreheadsandnosestouch.Wegiggled.

Istoppedthevideo.

Her:"let'stakepicturessothatwecaneditthem

withthevideo."

Wetookmanyotherpictureschangingourclothes

andallweevendidothervideostoomakingfunny



things.

Her:"let'ssleep.Wewilleditittommorow."

Me:"come."

Wegottobed.Shesleptontopofme.Itookavideo

ofus.

Me:"ulelengokuafteragreatanightwehad.The

onlyflowerinmyheart."

Ikissedherforeheadbeforeswitchingoffthevideo.

.

.

.

.
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Eyodwa

ItwasnowSaturdayevening.MeandChumani

sneakedoutjusttowatchthestarsandbondfor

thelastnight.



Me:"reallydon'tseeathinghere."

Wewerelookingatthestarslayingonablanket.

HavingjunkfoodIagainbroughtWings.Iwentwith

theteachersagain.

It'sfungoingoutwiththem.Theyarenotthe

monsterswepaintout.

Him:"Ndoniconnectthestarszobona."

-youwillsee.

Iconnectthem.

Me:"IseesomeweirdanimalwhichI'mstilltryingto

figureoutwhatitis."

Welaughed.



Him:"younotgoodinthisguessinggame."

Hesaidfeedingmeawingbutalittlebitofsauce

wasonthecornerofmylips.Helickeditbefore

givingmeapeck.

Me:"andIwillneverbegoodinit.That'safact."

Welaughed.

Him:"lookthereisashootingstar.Closeyoureyes

andmakeawish."

Ididastold.IwillnottellyouwhatI'mwishingfor.

WhenithasfinallycometruethanIwilltellyou.

Him:"comeclosertomeI'mgettingalittlebitcold



rightnow."

Iwentclosertohim.

Me:"Ithoughtthistripwasgoingtobetheworstbut

youmadeitenjoyable.Thankyou."

Isaidlookingdeepintohiseyes.Notwantingto

breaktheeyecontact.

Him:"youalsomademytripenjoyablesothankyou

somuch."

Hegavemeapeck.Iheldontohislowerlip.He

heldontomyupperlip.IclosedmyeyesasIwas

enjoyingourfirstkiss.

Wehavebeengivingeachotherpecksonlythisis



ouractualfirstkiss.

Hishandstraveledtomysmallass.Iwasrunning

myhandsonhischest.Hisotherhandwas

caressingonmythigh.HisdickbecamehardI

moanedstillinhismouth.

Hepulledoutandhelookedmoresexierwithhis

smallerredeyes.

Me:"youlookmoresexierwhenyoureyesarethis

red."

Isaidsoftly.Hegavemeapecksmiling.Iplaced

myheadonhischesttolistentohisheartbeat.

Itwasreallybeatingfast.Hishandswerestillonmy

assandIfitperfectlywellinhisarms.It'slikethey

weremadeforme.



Hekissedmyforehead.

Morningcameandwehadtowakeupearlythan

before.

I'msogoingtomissbeinghere.Ihadthebest

momentswithChumaniOwethuPlaatjies.Who

knewthatbeingclosetoyourcrushwouldbelike

this.

Ineedtofixmyshittogether.Ijustgotdressedup

inmyblackjumpsuitthatholdsmetilltheendof

mythighs.

It'slooseatthebottombutitain'tbig.Ithas

spaghettistraps.Iworemysandlcandmade2

bunswithmybraids.Ilookedcute.



:"WewewengazengabambiLotto."

ThatwasChumanisingingbehindme.Hehadhis

handsontopofhisheadlookingatme.

Me:"makeitfastweareleavingin5minutes."

Isaidlaughing.Hewasstilldroolingoverme.

Him:"thereisnowayyougettingoutlikethat.Wear

alongjacketorsomething."

Ilaughedlookingatthecrazyhim.

Me:"let'sgo."

Hechuckled.Hetookoffhisjeanjacketandplaced

itontopofmyshoulders.ILaughed.



Me:"myassisnoteventhatbighaibothisguy

bathong."

Him:"itlooksbigtome."

Hesaidrollinghiseyesandbuttoningthetop

bottom.

Him:"yourboodsareexposed."

Me:"noskenxibecodroegreenneskipaseANC

Sananakunobaqhumeoutfityam."

-iwouldratherwearagreencodroandanANCt-

shirt.Ifpeoplecan'tseemyoutfit.

Webothlaughed.



Him:"mxmlet'sgo."

Hetookhisbagandmysuitcase.Heplacedhisarm

aroundmywaist.

Me:"theteachers."

Him:"letthemwatch."

Welaughed.Wewalkedout.JustthanThando

walkedoutofherroomshelookedatus.Shewas

alreadyred.ItriedpullingoutfromtheChumani

holdingmebutIcouldn't.

Hejustpulledmesothatwecanwalk.

Thando:"howcanyoudothistomeChumani."



Shewascryingbehindus.Wewalkedtothebus.He

placedthebagsoutsidewewalkedtotheback.My

backpackwasinmyhands.

Me:"thatwasharsh."

Heshookhishead.

Him:"therewasnothingharshthere.Sheshouldget

themessagealready.Sheisclever."

Ifedhimamantos.Hisheadwasonmyshoulders.

What'sitwithguysplacingtheirheadsonmy

shoulder.

Him:"youlikefeedingmejunkfooddoyouwantme

tobeunfit."



Welaughed.

Me:"nobutyouneedalittlebitofsugarinyourbody

plusyoutalktomuchmsunu."

Idon'tknowhowhishandlandedundermyassand

touchingmyVirginia.Imoanedsoftlynottoloud

bittingmylowerlip.

Him:"whotalksalotandbanimsunuNdoni?"

Hesaidrubbingit.Thisguy.Whatishedoingtome.

Me:"notyou.Notyou.Chumani."

Isaidhisnameinaseducingway.Hishandswere

aroundmywaistnow.



Me:"don'teverdothat."

Hechuckledthisguybathong.

Him:"don'tsayItalkalotnawenorswearatmeor

anythingthatissenseless."

Me:"butyoud..."

Ididn'tevenfinishmysentence.Hewaslookingat

mewiththatsayitandIwillrepeatwhatIdid.

Me:"Xoloke."

-i'msorry.

Isaidkissinghischeekbeforeplacingmyheadon

hisshoulder.



Him:"nexttimeIwillbedenyingyourorgams."

Me:"doyouwantmetodie."

Heseriouslywantsmedead.Helaughed.Iheldin

mylaugher.

Him:"nopebutdidn'tyousayyouravirgin."

Ilaughed.Ialsotoldhimthat.

Me:"IdidbutIreadaboutthesethingsonthe

internet."

Welaughed.

Him:"Iwasseriousotherwise."



Ilookedathim.Welaughed.'rhitxing'.Welookedup

hisfriendstookapictureofus.

Ntlakanipho:"Itookthebestonejonganimajita."

-lookguys

Heshowedthemthepicture.Wewerejustlooking

atthem.

Kelvin:"canyouguyssmileagainorlaughIalso

needaperfectpicture."

Sekani:"metoohey."

IlookedatChumanihehadhisoneeyebrowup.I

triedcopinghim.ButIcouldn'ttheytookanother

pictureofus.Withmestilltryingandthemlaughing.



SekaniandKelvin:"perfect."

Chumani:"whyyoutakingpicturesofusanyway."

Them:"announcethatyou2aredatingsinceyou

haven't."

Theyrolledtheireyes.

Us:"whosaidanythingaboutdating.Wenotdating

guyshaibo."

Theygasped.Welaughedatthem.

Them:"youcan'tbeserious."



Sekani:"bestieyouknowyoucantrustme."

Welaughed

Us:"mxmke."

Them:"yooh.Iguessnexttimethan."

Welaughedbeforetheysatdown.Thebustookoff.

Wewereallchattingatthebackandlaughing.

Wedecidedtosingamagwijo.Chumanibeggedme

tosingwithhim.

Him:"Uyaziukuthibabyngiyakthanda."

Theothers:"zawazawazumheha."



Me:"oohloveyngiyazfelangawe"

T.O:"zawazawazumheha."

Him:"heebabysukuyenzalento"

T.O:"zawazawazumheha."

Me:"oohloveyngiyazfelangawe."

T.O:"zawazawazumheha."

Him:"hee?bazothinabanthubazothinabanthu

yoooh."

Us:"ooloveyngiyazfelangawe."



WekeptonsingingpeoplewereliveonInstagram

takingvideosofmeandChumanisinging.They

postedeverywherepossible.

CausewhenIwasinFacebookIsawpeopletaking

aboutthevideoto.Iwonderwhatwilltheysaywhen

theyseetheonefromBotswana.

Weweretrending.Iendedupswitchingoffmy

cellphone.

.

.

.

.

.

.

-6dayslater-



Chumani

It'sSaturdaytodaymeaningthatitsourcashmoney

heistday.

YesterdayIwenthomehalfdead.theydidanumber

onus.Imaginehavingtofight6guyswhenthereis

only4offyou.Andtheyhavebiggermusclesthan

us.

Ittookus2hourstofinallybeatthem.Wewereat

thewarehouseplanningthewholething.Lateron

wearegoingtotheclubforNdoni'sgig.

Speakingabouther.Wehavebeenreallyclose.At

breaktimesshechillswithusmakingushappy.

Andsheisalwayshappytoo.Iwillhavetopostthe

videoofus.1:30secondvideo.Ialsoaddedthe

one'sthatweretrending.



Iaddedeverythingthereallourpicturesandthe

onesfromthedudestoo.Basicallyeverysingle

memoryofus.

Itissobeautiful.I'mtellingyouall.

Me:"soNtlakaniphowillbewalkinginfrontofthe

carwhileSekaniplacesabombatthebackofthe

van.Whenitexplodeswetakethebags.Andrun."

Kelvin:"whatifthepolicecome."

Us:"wejustaimfortheforeheadandtheyaredead."

WeChuckled.Weworeourweapons.

Wewalkedout.Don'taskmeweretheStacksare.I



alsodon'tknowbutourplanhastoowork.

Wedrovetothebridgewerethevanwillbecoming

from.Everythingwentaccordingtoplan.

Thepolicecamewhenweweredonewiththeheist.

Wedrovebacktothewarehouse.Withbagsfullof

money.Wewalkedinandeveryonewasclapping

eatingpopcorn.

ItwasthetopDawgs.Theywerewatchingusfrom

theprojector.WeChuckled.Nizitaughtthemhowto

heckStreetcameras.

Them:"newsflashyoucandividethemoneyamong

yourselves."

Wesmiledlikemadpeople.



Sekani:"let'sgofreshenup.Eyodwaisperformingin

afew.Ifwedon'tgettherein15minuteswewon't

getachancetostandup...."

Wedidn'tevenlethimfinishhissentence.Weran

upstairs.TheStackslaughedatus.Weallwalked

outlookinggreat.

Us:"pleasedon'teatourmoneywewillbedividingit

tommorow."

Weeachtookastackofmoneybeforewalkingout.

Wedrovetotheclub.Eyodwawasoutsidebusyon

herphonechilled.

WeChuckledbeforewalkingtoher.Shelookedup.

Her:"Ialmostthoughtyouguysweren'tcoming."



Us:"weneverdisappoint."

Welaughed.Wewalkedinwithouttrouble.These

bouncersknowsus.Wegottothefront.She

connectedherthings.

Wewerejuststandingwithherbythesidealloffus

liveonInstagram.

Eyodwa:"let'sstartwitholdschoolfirst."

Crowd:"haa"

Eyodwa:"pholaniHaibo."

-calmdown.

Shesaidchuckling.Sheputonherheadphones.

SheplayedSisterBettina.



Crowd:"holyshit."

Theyallwentmad.Wewerealsogoingmadlivein

Instagram.everyonewantedtoknowhername.

Songwentlike

'holyshit

Yewenasidlubutshabethuyewenasidlubutsha

bethuyewenasfebanabanthwana×2

Inthemeantimehebirihebiripruuqumqumqum

qumyeye'

Thecrowdwasgoingmadwhilepeopleon

Instagramwantedtonowhername.Mybro'sleft

meandwenttothecrowd.



Thealcoholwaskickingin.I'mnottalkingabout

whenshemixedinSbwlwithGigabyte.Evenpeople

intheViPwantedtocometothegeneralarea.

Shestoppedplaying.

Crowd:"haaa."

Song

'seyotype

(Stoppedforafewseconds.)

Seyomood.

(Stopped)



Sakbawelisakbaweli

(Stopped)

(Wewawawewabyvigrodeepplayedandtheyall

wentcrazymore)'

SomewherenowEventhrowingtheirmoneyather.

SheChuckled.

Me:"washaDjNdoni"

Isaidstandingnexttoher.Shelookedatmeand

smiled.

Her:"guysfunuhlalaneowyamngoku.Khumbula

Radebewam."

-guysIwanttositwithmyboyfriendnow.Imissmy



Radebe

Ilaughed.

Crowd:"haihaimayimeloow."

-thatboyfriendshouldwait.

WebothChuckled.Sheplayedemcimbinimixed

withyoutheone.

Everyoneenjoyedthemselvesnocap.Ialso

enjoyedmyselfaswewoulddancetogetherhere

andthere.

Thecrowdwouldsayncoo.Andwewouldjustpeck.

ShewasalsodrinkingginandtonicwhileIdrinking

J&B.Thepartywaslittoputthecherryontop.

.



.

.

.

.

.

Notedited

CHUMANI'SLIFE

10

.

.

.

.

.

.

EYODWA

Kissesallovermyface.Imoaned.



Me:"mhhh"

:"VukaNdoniyam."

-wakeupmyNdoni.

ThatwasChumani.Yesterdayafterthepartyweall

wenttohisparentsotherapartment.It'shisinother

words.

Me:"aayuuh."

Heranhisfingersdownonmystomachtomy

Virginia.Iopenedmyeyesfast.

Me:"I'mawakenoneedforthat."

WorsepartisIhavetheworstheadacheever.Ihave

neverdrankalcoholthewayIdidyesterday.Amajita



okobespend.a.

-theywerespendingyesterday.

Helaughed.

Him:"hereIboughtyoubreakfastandpillsforyour

headache."

IlookedbesidesmetherewasafullEnglish

breakfastwithcoffeeandwaterwithpills.

Me:"haveyoueaten."

Him:"nopeIwilleatafteryou."

Hesaidfeedingmeeggonatoastedbread.Itooka

sipofthecoffeejustthewayIloveit.Heusedto

watchmemakingmyselfcoffeeinBotswana.



Me:"justtheIloveit."

Isaidfeedinghimtoo.

Him:"IsaidIwilleatafteryou."

Me:"nopeyouwilleatnow."

Hechuckledshakinghishead.Wefedeachother.I

drankthepillsafterwards.

Me:"howisyourarmnow."

Yesterdaywhiletryingtogoupthestairswefall.He

wasgivingmeapiggybackrideweweredrankso

sodrank.



Him:"stillsorebutIdrankpainkillers."

Me:"doyouhaveyourmedicalaidwithyou?"

Helookedatme.

Him:"yeahwhy?"

Me:"wearegoingtoadoctorafterbathing.Wehave

tomakesurethatyourfine."

Hesmirked.

Him:"thereisnoneedforthat."

Igavehimthatboredlook.



Him:"okayfine.Let'stakeashowertogether."

Me:"phambeneIwillwashy..."

TrustmewhenIsayheisfast.Myunderwearwas

downandthet-shirtIwaswearingwasup.Iwas

wearinghist-shirt.

Apparentlytheyhaveclotheshere.

Hesniffedmyunderwearbeforekissingmyclit.

Me:"braa."

Him:"sorrynunubutyourkeeperjustdidsomething

Itoldhertonotdo."

Heslippedhistonguein.Iwasmoaningouthis



namehewasdoingthingswithhistongue.Ifelt

thingsIhaveneverfeltbefore.

IwasenjoyingmyselftillIhadtorelease.

Me:"Chumani."

Isaidsoftlymoaning.Doyouthinkhelistenedto

mycry'shejustwentdeep.

Hewasseriouslydenyingmyorgams.

Me:"ChumanichumaniIpromiseIwwillnever

swearatyouplease."

Doyouthinkhestopped.Iclosedmyeyesand

breathedheavilynow.Myheartwillbepoppingany

minutefromnow.



HestoppedandIreleased.Heliftedmeupinbridal

style.Hewalkedtotheshower.Heletmedown.

Me:"browhatifIdied?"

Him:"youweretastyIwasenjoyingyouandwhydid

youdisobeyme?"

Me:"howwillIknowwhatIwillIsaynextmaybei

mightaswellsaymqunduwakho."

HelookedatmeandIlaughed.Heplacedhishand

onmyclit.

Him:"saywhatyousaidagainIdidn'thearyou."

Wewerebothnakedundertheshowerhead.The



waterwashittingus.Iheldhiscocktoo.Don'task

mewhereIgotthecarriagetobutIdidanyway.

Itwashardandsoftatthesametime.Hehasalong

bigcockrhaa.

Me:"makunyiwemacala."

-let'ssuffertogether.

Hegroaned.Welookedateachotherandsmirked.

Webothlaughed.

Us:"whyarewedoingsexuallyintercourselikewe

datinganyway."

Welaughed.

Him:"youshouldshave."



Hesaidlookingatmyclit.Ilookedathisdick.

Me:"youshouldalsoshave."

Welookedateachotherandsmirked.Mxmweare

crazy.Hepinnedmeagainstthewallandkissedme.

Ikissedhimtooandwrappedmylegsaroundhis

nakedbody.Wekissedforwhatseemedalongtime.

Hisdicktipwasattheentranceofmyclit.

Hepulledout.

Him:"westillhavetogo."

Inoddedhegavemeapeck.Wetookashower



singingBabygirlbyCasperNyovestwithme

twerking.Hewasholdingmywaistmovinghisdick

onmyass.

Welaughed.

Me:"wehavetogo."

Igavehimapeck.Wewalkedout.Iworemyt-shirt

fromyesterdayandworehisjeansandboxers.

Wewalkedoutoftheroomandwentdownstairs.

Theguyswereonthefloor.

Kelvin:"howmanybottlesofwhiskeydidwehave

again."

Ilaughed.



Me:"youguysboughtonethousandworthof

bottles."

Isaidlaughing.It'strue.

Sekani:"ziphipill.isibawo."

-werearethepills

Chumanigavethemthepills.Theywenttodrink

them.

Me:"let'sgowewillfirstgotothedoctorthangoto

steersoraplacethatsellsmeat."

Ntlakanipho:"whythedoctor?Didyouguysdothe

deed."



Theyallsmirked.Ilaughed.

Me:"norememberthatwefallyesterday.I'Mtaking

himtothedoctortocheckishisarmifit'sfine.He

saidit'ssore."

Them:"wifematerial.Iwonderowyakhoyayaziba

ungumfaziwakwaRhadebe."

-iwonderifyourboyfriendknowsthatyourabride

attheRadebe's.

Ilookedatthemandwelaughed.

Me:"mxmlet'sgo."

Itookthecarkeys.Icandrive.Ntsikataughtme

howtodrive.



Wedrovetothehospital.Theycheckedhisarmand

theysaidheshouldn'tleftheavyobjectswithitso

thatitcanhealfast.

Hewasalsogivenpills.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Thando

Noneedforyoutoknowmyeverything.

ButI'mdatingChumani.Hehasbeenmycrush

sinceGrade8whenIfirstsawhim.

Andnowwearedating.ButthatblackbitchEyo....



Whateverhernameis.

LuckyformeI'mpregnantnow.AndI'msureit's

Chumani'sIwilltraphimwiththebaby.

Hewouldneverchoiceheroverhisbaby.Laughing.

IknowthatI'mstillyoungbuttherearemany16

yearoldsthatarepregnant.Myauntwillbe

disappointedbutIdon'tcaresheain'tmymother.

Ijustpostedmypregnancytestonmysocialmedia

platformsandtaggedChumani.

IgotacallfromSinelitha.Wejustsleeptogetherto

getridofthelustwehaveforeachother.

Him:"whatarethepregnancytestabout?"



Me:"I'mpregnantwithChumani'schild."

Him:"whatifit'smine?"

Me:"nomatterifit'syours.Iwilllieandsayit'shis.

Lookatthisinthispointofview.Youwillgetthat

blacksheepofyoursbackandIwillgetmyman

back."

Him:"oohIneverthoughtofitlikethat."

Me:"yeahanddon'truinthingsforme.CauseIwill

killyou.YouknowwhatI'mcapableof."

Him:"justshutupandmakesurethatIgetmy

girlfriendback.ButifthebabyismineIwannabe

partofit."



Me:"yeahwhatever.Butthebabyisnotyourswe

alwaysuseprotectionremember."

.

.

.

.

.

.

Eyodwa

WewereatSteers.Iwassitting ontopofChumani

feedinghim.Iwasalsolookingatthetrendingme

onsocialmedia.

Sekani:"yesterdaywaslit.Ifitwasn'tSundayI

wouldsayintoemnandiiyaphindwa."

Us:"bro."



Kelvin:"thewasagirlIsmashedyesterdayatthe

back.Iwasseriouslydrunk."

Heshookhishead.Welaughedathim.

Ntlakanipho:"inthecarbra."

Us:"ewwdidyouwipetheseat?"

Welaughed.

Him:"yeah."

Chumani:"pleaseremindmetobuyasanitizerIwill

havetosanitizerthatseat."



Welaughed.IcameacrossThando'spostwhich

caughtmyeye.

Me:"uhh.3monthspregnantwiththeoneandonly

Chumani'schildcan'tbelievethatmeandmybaby

areexpecting.Iknowteenagepregnancyiswrong

butIneverplannedittoo."

IjumpedtositontopofSekani.

Them:"whatdoyoumean."

Me:"Chumaniisgoingtobeafatherandtheseare

legitpregnancytests."

Iwashurttobehonest.Theylaughed.Ilookedat

themconfused.



Them:"shecheated."

Theylaughed.IwasseriouslyLost.

Chumani:"comesitontopofmeandletmetellyou

alittlesecret."

Ilookedathim.Heliftuphishandforme.Itookit

andsatontopofhim.

Me:"sowhatdoyoumeanshecheated."

Them:"weareblankshootersdutyu."

Theylaughed.

Me:"whatdoyoumeanyouareblankshooters?"



Them:"njalokanye.Blankshootersisus."

Theylaughed.

Ntlakaniphotookoutagun.

Him:"njengalegun.iayinabulletfananathike."

-justlikethisgunitdoesn'thavebulletsit'slikeus.

Ilookedatthemstillconfusedandtheylaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

Notedited



CHUMANI'SLIFE

11

.

.

.

.

.

.

CHUMANI

Ndoni:"aaguysexplain."

WecouldseethatshewasseriouslyLost.Hurt?No

I'mnotinfactIdon'tcareabouther.

TheonlywomaninmyheartthatIwantandIwill

getisEyodwandoniLanga.



Me:"lastyearourfathersforcedustodoan

vasectomyoperation."

Kelvin:"theywerepreventingusfromMaking

womanpregnant.Theydon'twanttobe

grandfathersstillyoung."

Sekani:"andtheywereprotectingusfrompeople

likethandowhowouldclaimusastheirchildrens

father's"

Eyodwa:"holdonthatmeanstheywereactually

fucking."

Us:"whoandwho?"

Her:"Thandoandmyboy...."



Me:"ex.Don'tpissmeoff."

Theylaughedatme.

Her:"exboyfriendweresleepingtogether.Iwould

seethemfromtimetotimeandtheywouldsaythey

arecousins."

Us:"newsfleshbabytheyarehavingababynow."

Me:"sanuthibabyNaniklkmajita.Tyisewena."

-don'tsaybabytoo.Feedme.

SheChuckledandwelaughed.

Her:"seewhenIsayheisdemanding."



Welaughedather.Shefedmemymeat.Ihad

someinmymouththatisunchewed.Iturnedher

aroundandgaveittohermouthtoomouth.

Theguy:"haisies."

WelaughedIgaveherapeck.

Ntlakanipho:"ndavababizilekesebutnyamayou

guysarenasty."

-iwouldhearifitwassweetsbutmeat...

Wealllaughed.

Me:"youguysshouldtryitout.Thereisnothing

nastyhere.youexchangespiteswithsomeone

whenyoukissthem"



Welaughed.Ndonitookmeatforherself.Asshe

wasabouttobiteitaslaplandedonherface.

WealllookeduponlytobemetbyThando,Palesa,

ZoeyandBusi.

NextthingThandoandZoeyareunderNdoni.

PalesaandBusihaveblueeyesandtheyare

bleeding.

WetriedtakingNdoniawayfromthembutwe

earnedpunchsonthenose.Ithinkshebrokemy

nose.

Shecanfightrhaa.

Her:"Chumanindiyeka.ThemeatI'msupposetobe

enjoyingisenjoyedbythefloornow."



IneverlaughedthewayIdidtoday.Mybro'swere

laughing.Ntlakaniphowasonthefloor.Sheis

beatingthembecauseofmeat?

Her:"whodoyouthinkyouare?Thefloorisnow

enjoyingthemeatIwassupposetoenjoy.Doyou

seethosestreetkid?"

ShetookThando'sheadandmadeherlookoutside

atthestreetkidsshewastalkingabout.Can

someonepinchmeIcan'tbelievethisrightnow.

Her:"theyarecravingforthemeatyoujustwasted.

Theyhaven'teateninagesandyouarehere

slappingmeBecauseiamsittingontopofmy

boyfriend."

Waitshesaidboyfriendright?Ican'tbelievemy

earsnow.



Her:"youknowhowpreciousmeatistome?And

youarewastingit.Don'teverslapme.Olaolaexe

mamemle?"

-areyoulistening?

Theyallnodded.NextthingNdoniistakenbythe

police.Shebeatthemtoo.

Her:"lindeniqibuthethaAndithanduphazanyiswa

aninamalungeloalontoRadebeqaonelolungelo."

-waitformetofinishtalking.Idon'tliketobe

disturbedwhenI'mtalkingyoudon'thavetheright

too.OnlyRadebehastheright.

Youshouldhaveseenthesmirkinmyface.The

policenoddedholdingtheirnosesto.

Ndoni:"pleasegoandcheckifthebabyisstillfine.I

don'twanthim/hertobeaffectedandtellthebaby



thatI'msorryifIhurthim/her."

Thandonodded.Mybro'scouldn'tevenbreath

becauseoflaughing.

Ndoni:"let'sgo."

Shesaidtothepolice.

Ntlakanipho:"don'tworryyouwillbeoutin2hours

wearecallingthebestlawyersintown."

Hesaidlaughing.Meandmybro'swalkedoutas

paramedicswalkedin.Peopleweretakingvideos.

Thando:"Chumanipleasecomewithme.Thisisour

babywearetalkingabouthere."



Wecontinuedwalking.Idon'tknowwereshegot

thecarriagetotalktomecauseshewasbeatenup

tothepulp.

Wegottothecar.Iconnectmyphonetothe

Bluetooth.IcalledCage.

Him:"kwedini."

-boy?

:"Banilowo?"

-whoisthat?

Thatwastheothertopdawgs

Cage:"lantwanuChumani"

Siya:"heeokosimqibelisezololomthanangu2



ngoku."

-welastsawhimyesterdaythischildit's2pmnow.

Welaughed.

Cage:"nifunanton'?"

-whatdoyouwant?

Sekani:"celanizoreleaseumtu."

-canyoupleasecomeandreleasesomeone.

Them:"banilowo?"

-whoisthat?

Us:"Eyodwa"

TheyChuckled.



Tailor:"whatdidshedo?"

Us:"shebeatapregnantteenageandherfriendsfor

meatthatfallwhentheyslappedher."

Byjustsayingitwearealreadylaughing.Theyalso

laughed.

Snakes:"whydidn'tyouguysstopher?"

Us:"heemynoseisbrokenfromtryingtostopher

eventhepolice."

Kelvin:"TaTTsoluzanezawayzakhomarnIthink

mineisreallybrokenfuck."

Wealllaughedathim.



Mamber:"IhavetoseethisgirlI'mcomingtoo."

T.O:"I'malsocoming."

Wedisconnectedthecall.

Ntlakanipho:"whodoyouthinkyouare.Theflooris

nowenjoyingthemeatIwassupposetoenjoy.Do

youseethosestreetkids?"

Sekani:"theyarecravingforthemeatyoujust

wasted.Theyhaven'teateninagesandyouare

hereslappingmeBecauseiamsittingontopofmy

boyfriend."

Kelvin:"nowChumaniisherboyfriendbuttheyare

notevendating.Idiedtwiceandcamebacktolife."



Us:"hehakephora."

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"forgetaboutthatheardherwhenshe

saidRadebenguyeyedwaonelungelolompoxa"

-radebeistheonlyoneallowedtospeakwhenshe

isspeaking.

Them:"ndaqondbahaikeloveisintheairmxm

ndamthandalowoguysgcwelengaye."

-ithoughtloveisintheair.Ilovethatone.Ireally

loveher.

ThiswholedrivewewerelaughingIwasintears

fromlaughing.Kelvinwasevensitonthefloor.



Ntlakanipho:"IseriouslyneedanEyodwato."

Hesaidtryingtocalmdown.Wegottothepolice

stationandtheTopDawgswerewaitingoutsidefor

us.

Me:"haiboyouhaven'treleasedheryet?"

TT:"wewanttoherethestoryfirst."

Me:"sowewereatSteersoutside.Eyodwawas

sittingonmylapthanshejumpedfrommeto

Sekani.SinceshesawThandowaspregnantwith

mychild...."

Them:"akakwaziubamithi.Youguysdid

Vasectomyoperationslastyear."

-shecan'tbepregnant..



Mybro's:"aninalungelolothethaxaethetha

mlindeniaqibenguEyodwaqaonelungelolalonto."

-youguysdon'thavearighttotalkwhileheis

talkingwaitforhimtogetdoneonlyEyodwahas

thatright.

TheysaidcopingEyodwa'svoice.Wealllaughed.

Siya:"didshesaythat."

Wenodded.Theylaughedmore.

Snakes:"nowIurgentlyneedtoseeher."

Welaughed.

Me:"ItoldhertocomeandsitontopofmeagainI



willtellherasecretthanItoldheraboutusdoing

theoperation.SoIsaidshemustfeedme.Yeah

marn..."

Kelvin:"theniZayqabadaleyokbayoudidamouth

toomouthwithmeatwithher?"

-whyareyouskippingthepart....

SekaniandNtlakanipho:"tch'"

Ilookedatthemtheylookedeverywhereelsebut

me.

TopDawgs:"hewhat?"

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmyeahanyway.Shetookhermeatasshe



wasabouttotakeabiteaslaplandedonherface

causinghermeattofall.Welookeduponlytome

metbyThando,Palesa,ZoeyandBusi.Nextthing

ThandoandZoeyareunderNdoni.PalesaandBusi

hadblueeyesbleeding.WetriedtakingNdoniaway

fromthembutweearnedpunchsonthenose...."

Theyalllaughed.

Me:"shesaid.ThemeatI'msupposetobeenjoying

isenjoyedbythefloornow."

Them:"shesaidwhat?"

Theywereintearslaughing.Mybro'swereonthe

floortryingtocatchtheirbreath's.

Me:"welaughed.Nextthingshesaidwhodoyou

thinkyouare.ThefloorisnowenjoyingthemeatI



wassupposetoenjoy.Doyouseethosestreetkid?

ShetookThando'sheadandmadeherlookoutside

atthestreetkidsshewastalkingabout.After

makingherlookoutsideshesaidtheyarecraving

forthemeatyoujustwasted.Theyhaven'teatenin

agesandyouarehereslappingmeBecauseiam

sittingontopofmyboyfriend."

Them:"sosheisyourgirlfriend?"

Ishookmyhead.

Mybro's;"theyarenotdatingbuthearwhatshesaid

tothepolice."

Wealllaughed.

Me:"shesaidagainyouknowhowpreciousmeatis

tome?Andyouarewastingit.Don'teverslapme.



Okayexemamemle?Theyallnodded.Nextthing

Ndoniistakenbythepolice.Shebeatthemto."

Mybro's:"hereismyfavoritepartandthepartafter

this."

Welaughed.

Meandmybro's:"shelookedatthepoliceandsaid

lindeniqibuthethaAndithanduphazanyiswa

aninamalungeloalontoRadebeqaonelolungelo."

Siya:"naxokamakwedini."

-youboysarelying.

Me:"heeifIseethevideoonsocialmediaIwill

showittoyouguys."



Cage,MamberandTTwerealsoonthefloornow.

Thesedudescan'tbeserious.Theyareevencrying.

Me:"Thepolicenoddedholdingtheirnosesto.She

saidbeforehandingherselfoverpleasegoand

checkifthebabyisstillfine.Idon'twanthim/herto

beaffectedandtellthebabythatI'msorryifIhurt

him/her."

Them:"Iloveheralready.Ihavetoseeher.Whotells

someonetocheckiftheyarefineafterbeating

themup."

Us:"ngunjalamthana."

Welaughedbeforewalkinginthepolicestationstill

laughingwithourdeepvoices.

.

.
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Eyodwa

Theyreallypissedmeofftoday.Ihavebeenquiet

foralongtime.Ihadtoshowthembabinqe



ngantonii.

-whatI'mmadeoff.

Ididn'treallycareaboutthepolicearrestingme.I

didbeatthemupso?

Andtheguyspissedmeofftoowhentheywere

takingmeawayfromthem.Thepolicetoo.

Theircollegeswerelaughingwhenwecamehere.

Police¹:"soyoursayingtometheyslappedyouand

yourmeatfallandyoubeatthemallup."

Theyalllaughed.Noonebelievesthepolicethat

camebackwithmehere.

GuysIlovemeat.IfThandowasladyenoughshe



wouldasknotjustbeatmeup.

Police²:"Iloveher."

Theyweredeadwithlaugher.Ilaughedtoothinking

ofhowcrazyIwas.I'msureI'mtrending.

I'malwaystrendingnowadays.Idon'tgettohavea

break.Iwonderwhatpeopleatschoolthink.

Istillhavetofacemymotherandbrothers.They

nowIwasdoingagig.Theyallowedmeto.

ButtheysaidIshouldbecarefultheywantmealive

andkickingwhenIcomeback.

Thedoorflewopenand2buffguyswalkedin.



Man¹:"canwetalktoourclientplease."

Thepolicenoddedseemsliketheyarescaredof

them.Hmm.theymustbethelawyersNtlakanipho

wastalkingabout.

Man²:"zaxokaezantwanakangebethemtu

lomthana."

-thoseboysarelyingshedidn'thitsomeone.

Theywerealsolaughing.Soitwasthemthatcalled

themtohelpmeout.

Man¹:"yeahshelookstoinnocent.ButImustsay

shedidanumberontheirnoses."

IheldmyforeheadItotallyforgotthatIalsohit

them.



Me:"aretheirnosesfine."

Them:"Imustsayyoudidanumberonthemjustfor

meatNorh."

Wealllaughed.Theywerecrying.

Man²:"butworrylessyouwillbeoutinnotime.We

arethebestlawyersintown.Wearestillnegotiating

withthepolice."

Me:"butyouhereandyousaidwe."

Them:"Finisherhastomeether.Theywouldmakea

perfectmotherinlawanddaughterinlaw."

Theysaidlaughing.IwonderwhoisFinisher.1of



theirmothersisalsoagangster.

Me:"banifinisher?"

-whoisfinisher?

Iwascurious.

Man¹:"awumazimakaRadebelunamalungelokuwe

kanti."

-youdon'tknowRadebe'smotherwhohasrights

overyou.

Ican'tbelieveIsaidthat.WealllaughedMan²was

onthefloor.

Man¹:"nevermetsomeonewhohasgutslikeyoudo.

MakaSekanineedstohereaboutthis."



SoheisSekani'sfather.Neverknewhisfatherisa

Lawyer.Comingtothinkaboutittheylookalike.

Man²:"worstpartsheclaimedChumanitobeher

boyfriendbuttheynotevendating."

Welaughed.

Me:"itjustcameoutofmymouth."

Theyshooktheirheadsstilllaughing.Thisdudes

areneverseriousain'ttheysupposetogetmeout

ofherealreadybuttheyarejokingaround.

Thedoorflewopenandaguywithanotherpolice

mangotin.

Guy:"sozemajitanguyelo."



-neverguysisshetheone?

Theynoddedbeforelaughing.Haindiyenzileinto.

Police:"yourfreetogobutpleasestayawayfrom

thosegirls."

Me:"butweareinthesameclassandclub."

Police:"justdon'tcausetroubleagainyouwerealso

arrestedlastyear.Iwonderwhatthecasewillbe

nextyear."

Theguyslookedatme.Ilookedeverywhereelse

butthem.Theylaughed.

Man²:"whatdidshedolastyear."



Police:"shewasdjinginaclubunderage."

Theyshooktheirheadslaughing.

Man³:"ngunjanyanimajita."

-shereallyisthebaddest.

Welaughed.WewalkedoutandChumaniwasthe

firstonetohugmebeforemyotherbro's.

Man²:"whydidn'tyouguysmentionshewas

arrestedlastyeartoo."

Hesaidlaughing.

T.O:"what?"



Theyalsowantedtolaugh.Mybro'swerelaughing.

Chumani'sfatherwasalsohere.Theylookalikeso

somuchliketheyaretwins.

Chumani'sfather:"whatdidshedolastyear."

Man³:"clubbingnoactuallyDJing."

Man⁴:"mxmyouguysarelying.SheissoinnocentI

don'tevenbelieveshebeatapregnantteenageand

saidshemustapologizeonherbehalf."

Wealllaughed.Everyonewasintears.

Chumani'sfather:"allI'mgoingtosaytoyouson.

GoodluckthisiswhatIalsohadtodealwith."

Welaughed.



Man¹:"rememberwhenshebeatthatPAofyours."

Man⁴:"thepoorgirlcouldn'tevenbreathwhenNizi

wasdonewithher."

Welaughed.ThisNizimustbeagreatwoman.

Man5:"waitisn'tshethesamegirlwhoranaway

withChumani'smoneyinprimaryschoolI

rememberhernameEyodwandoni."

Theylookedatmeandlaughed.Ialsolaughed.

Chumani'sfather:"wabuyemuncungalamini."

-shecamebacksourthatday.

Man³:"Irememberwewereallplanningourshitthat



day."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"that'snotall.Shealsooncedeleted

Chumani'sworkinthecomputerclassesjustfor

pullingachair."

Welaughed.NowIseewheretheircrazinessis

comingfrom.

Me:"youguysaretalkinglikeI'mnotevenhere."

Isulkedtheylaughed.

Chumani'sfather:"noguys.ItreallyisNizi.Chumani

youhavefoundyourselfyourownNizinow."



MeandChumani:"wearenotdatingguys."

Isaidlookingdown.

Them:"Andithanduphazanyiswaaninamalungelo

alontoRadebeqaonelolungelo."

-idon'tlikebeingdisturbedwhenI'mtalkingyou

don'thavetherighttoo.OnlyRadebehastheright.

Theyallsaidinagirl.ishvoice.Chumanihuggedme

Iplacedmyheadonhisshoulder.Ihatethefact

thatwearethesameheight.Theylaughed.

Kelvin:"ndaqondbahaikefunufundelabangu

Radebe."

-ithoughtnoIwannalearnandbeRadebe.

Weburstedintolaugher.Wewerealreadyoutside.



Mostofthemweresittingdownlaughing.They

can'tbegangstersIthoughttheywouldbeserious

andall.Ntlakaniphowasmakingasifhehasa

sizure.

Ntlakanipho:"manengogxozulavuke."

-igetaseizureeverytimeandwakeup.

Welaughed.

Chumani'sfather:"abengubanikengokuyenanyana

wam?'

-whowillmysonbe?

Welaughed.

Man⁴:"Boyyoubetterstophavingaseizure

everytimecauseLethaboakadlali."



-shedoesn'tplay

Welaughed.Theyareawholefuckenmood.

Chumanitookmehome.

Him:"seeyoutommorow."

Wekissed.Ipulledout.

Me:"pleasecomewithmyclothes."

Him:"cingi."

-iwon't

Ilookedathim.Hesmiledbeforegivingmeapeck.

Him:"bye."



Ismiledbeforewalkingout.

Him:"santlimpundu."

-yourasslooksgreat.

Ilookedathimwelaughed.Igotinatthehouse

usingthefrontdoor.EveryonelaughedasSoonas

theysawme.

Mom:"andaykholelwa."

-ididn'tbelieveit.

Iguesstheysawthevideotoo.

Ntando:"wayifuneralplanRadebendaqondba

sabawelibayicovernam'

-RadebeisafuneralplanIthoughtIwanttobea



covertoo.

TheyknowthatI'mdating.Theyoncecaughtme

withSinelitha.Welaughed.

Liyema:"himabonilelapunchngenekuRadebene

chomiiezakhe."

-waitdidyouseethepunchthatRadeberelieved

withhisfriends.

Mom:"thankstohisdarkskinotherwisehewas

goingtoberedtoo."

Ntsika:"Istillcan'tbelieveyoubeatedsomeoneup

formeat."

Theyshooktheirheadslaughing.



Ntando:"stillshehadthegutstotellherthatshe

mustdoacheckuptoseeifthebabyisfine.I

saluteyousister."

Hesaidfistbumpingme.

Ntsika:"wewereonourwaytoreleasehowdidyou

getreleased?"

Me:"oohmyfriendsfather'spulledsomestringsfor

meandIgotreleased."

Theynoddedlaughing.

Mom:"Iknewyoulikedmeatbutfightingforit?

Worstpartisthatyouwerealsospeakingabout

hungrykids."



Mybrothers:"motivationspeakerfighter."

Weburstedintolaugher.

Me:"mxm.Idonehere.Isthereanymeat?"

Iwantedtoheartheshitcomingoutoftheirmouths

Them:"thatheyonkebayayayifunamntasekhaya."

-takeitallifyouwanttoo

IknewitIjustlaughedandwalkedtomyroom.I

tookoutmyphone.Ihadmanynotifications

IneverloggedoutwhenIwastakenbythepolice.I

tookthepopcorninmydrawer.



IloggedinandIwastrendingagain.

'isalutethisgirl.Shemotivateswhilegiving

punchs.'

Thosewerethecommentsonthevideo.

'butguysshehadapoint.Therearepeoplehungry

outthereandwearebusywastingfood.Slapping

eachotherforboyfriends.'

Thatonehad201heartreactions.

'allIwantistobeRadebenothingmorenothing

less.Weneedmoregirlslikeher.'

'whenyouburnthempleaseleaveherbehind.'



'shehadthegutstoaskifsheisfine.Isaluteher

ngunjalowa'

Ireadthecomments.Ihopepeoplefromschoolwill

givemeabreak.Ican'tbethetopicfortheday.

Iwillhavetotellmykidsthisoneday.Icreatedlots

ofcrazymomentstotellforalifetime.

I'mjustateenenjoyingmyteenagelifeinthebest

waypossible.Ineverplannedtogetarrestedtwice

notevenonceandI'msixteenTurningseventeenin

3months.

Anotificationcamein.100000rhasbeenaddedto

youraccount.That'sforwhatIdidyesterday.

Iwassupposetospend2hoursbutIspend4hours

sothemoneywasadded.



Istillcan'tbelieveit.Ichuckledthinkingaboutwhat

Isaidtothebaby.

Imustbereallymad.AndthefactthatIclaimed

Chumani.HemusthavebeenHappy.Ididn'tget

timetolookathimwhenIclaimedhim.

Butitfeltsogoodtoo.

.
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Monday.Ihatethisday.Igottoschoolandas

expectedpeopleweresalutingme.

SomenetballsgirlswereangrythatIbeatupa

pregnantwomannoteenage.Ndingayaziba

befunanton'kwipipiemncinci

-idon'tevenknowwhatshewasdoingonadick

whilesheisyoung.

WewerenowintheMathsclass.Itwillbesecond

breakthis.



Theyallcametoschoolwithbruises.

MrWartss:"whathappenedtoThandoandfriends."

Everyonelookedatme.

Me:"whatisthethirdequationagainsir."

Theyalllaughed.

Sir:"let'sstopjokingaroundguysandgetto

business."

Someonecoughedflamewhichisintheirthroats.

Theclass:"asinaMali"

-wedon'thavemoney.



Wesaidliftingupourhandslaughing.

Sir:"doyouguysgetattentionfromhome."

Welaughed.

Sir:"youdon'tevenbringCalculatorstoschool.You

shouldrathersendthemtoschoolnotyou."

Weburstintolaugher.

Sir:"let'sdoalittlebitofrateexchangejustto

remindyouaboutthethingsyoudidlastyear.So

Meati...."

Didtheynotlaugh.Thandoandherfriendswere

lookingdown.



Chulu:"sircanwepleasedropthetopicaboutthe

motivationalspeakerfighter."

That'soneofmyclassmates.Hesaidlaughing.

Sir:"butI'mdoingrateswithanexampleofmeat

whosaidanythingaboutthemotivationalspeaker

fighter."

Everyonelaughed.

Sekani:"Ican'tdothisanymore.Nomarnguyslet's

dropthetopicnow."

Hesaidintearslaughing.

Sir:"yeahheisrightweshouldstopjokingaround.



Wedon'twanttoreceivepunchesto."

HesaidlookingatKelvinwhohadaplasteronhis

nose.Welaughed.

Thebellranganditwasbreaktimenow.Iwas

walkingwithmybro'stothepavilion.That'swere

wesit.

Kelvin:"neverwillIeverstopyouwhenyouare

fighting."

Ntlakanipho:"okooledilingenaroomlindibuze

mpuloirytna."

-mymotherhasbeencomingtomyroomaskingif

mynoseisfine.

Welaughed.Iwasbusyonmyphonechattingwith

LithalethuandSinelithawhentheybothdumpedme



forclaimingChumaniyesterday.

Chumanilaughed.HewassittingbehindmeIwas

betweenhisthighs.Icouldn'tbelieveit.

Sekani:"wahlekawedwa?"

-youlaughingAlone?

Chumani:"shejustgotdumpedforclaimingme

yesterday."

Theyalllaughed.Ialsolaughedbeforereplyingwith

okaytobothofthemwiththeseemojis .

Chumani:"sheisaSavage."

Helaughedbeforetakingmyphoneandgivingitto

theothers.Theyburstintolaugherbeforegivingme



myphoneback.

Ntlakanipho:"ndizogxozulangoku"

-i'mabouttohaveaseizure.

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"Ihavenevermetsomeonelikeherbefore."

Welaughed.JustthanThandoandherfriends

came.IwasabouttostandandgowhenChumani

heldmyshoulders.

Thando:"canItalktothefatherofmyunbornchild

please."

Chumile:"thereisnofatherofyourunbornchild

here."



Thando:"whatdoyoumean?youmademepregnant

andyoudenyingyourchild.Expectmyauntand

uncleatyourhousethisafternoon."

Chumani:"youwillonlyembarrassyourselfthere.

Weallknowyoucheated."

Sheswallowed.

Chumani:"andthatbabycan'tbemineI'mablank

shooterIcancomewithmymedicalrecordsif

neededtoo.Iadviseyoutosearchforthereally

fathercauseyouwilljustembarrassyourselfifyou

sayit'smine."

Shecried.Zoeycomfortherbeforelookingat

Ntlakanipho.Heshrugged.Theywalkedaway.



Sekani:"haiandifunimjolo."

Hesangwelaughed.

Me:"mxmnibabinina."

-youguysareugly.

Isaidfarawayfromthem.Theyallranaftermeon

thefield.ItwasjustSekani,Chumaniand

Ntlakanipho.Idon'tknowwereKelvinwas.

Everyonewaslookingatus.Kelvincamewitha

bucketfullofwater.Icouldn'tranawaynowcause

theywereallholdingme.

Them:"baniombi?"

-whoisugly?



Theyaskedlaughing.

Me:"it'snotyouguysit'sme."

Them:"butyouhavealreadysaidit'sus."

Kelvinpouredthewateronme.Luckilyitshottoday.

Everyonelaughedatus.Theyalsolaughedbefore

runningaway.

Iwalkedtowardsthetoiletsthat'swerethe

caretakersare.Everyonewaslaughingatme.

Mxm.Igottothecaretakers.

Me:"molwenibawuglan."

-moring



Theygreetedback.

Me:"celanindibolekeamabacketay2ndizowa

buyisangoku."

-canyoupleaseborrowme2bucketsIwillcome

backwiththemnow.

Theygavethemtoome.Iwalkedoutandwentto

thetapoutside.Itookoffmyshoestheywereheavy

fromthewater.

Iwaswetfrommyheadtomytoes.Ifilledbothof

thebucketswithwater.Don'taskmewereIgotthe

strengthtoliftup20LbucketsfullofwaterbutIdid.

Everyonewaslookingatmelaughing.Ileftmy

shoesthereandwalkedwithmysocks.

Somewerefollowingme.Isawwheretheyare.I



walkedtherewitheveryonefollowingme.

Igottothemplacedonebucketdownandpoured

oneatthem.Theyweregivingmetheirbacks.They

lookedbackandItookthesecondoneandpoured

itonthemtoo.

Everyonewaslaughing.Astheywerechargingto

chasemethebellrang.Istickedoutmytongue

beforerunningtothehistoryclass.

Iputonmyshoes.IpassedbythemwhileIwas

running.Theygotinwetandfuming.Iwaslaughing

sowastheclass.

Ma'am:"whyareyouguyswet?"

Chumani:"it'snothingwecan'ttakecareofma'am."



Welaughed.Theycametositnexttome.Iwasin

themiddle.Thereare5seatsinthisdesk.

Sekani:"babygirlkasshooterhow."

-babygirltakeapictureofus.

Shewastalkingtothegirlinfrontofus.Theclass

laughedcausehewasloud.Theteacherwasout.

Thisisourlastperiod.

ThegirlChuckledbeforetakingthephone.Shetook

picturesofus.Wepostedthepicturesonallsocial

mediaplatformstheylookedgreat.

Thelessonbegan.Thebellrangmeaningit'shome

time.Iwasevengettingcoldintheseclothes.

AsIwalkedout.Theyheldmeandcarriedme.



Me:"butguysi'msorry."

Everyonewaslookingatus.Theywereeven

followingus.Wewalkedthroughthedoorthatleads

ustothepool.

Rhaa.Astheythrowedmein.Ipulledthemwithme

rhaabayanya.

-theyareshittingwithme.

Welaughedatourcrazyness.Wewalkedoutofthe

poolwetasfuck.

.

.

.

.

.



Chumani

Afterwalkingoutofthepoolweallwenttoour

transports.

Uvuyo:"whymanzi."

-whyareyouwet.

Me:"Iwaspulledinthepoolbyanothergirl."

Isaidshakingmyheadlaughing.Theyalsolaughed.

Wegottothehousetheyranoutfirst.Iwalkedin

withmyheavyclothes.

:"Andthanwamanzi?"

-whyareyouwet?

ThatwasSiyaandNizi.Theydidn'tgotowork.



Me:"asyisonguEyodwaunditsalepool.ini"

-isn'titEyodwapullingmeinthepool.

Siyalaughed.Wedidn'ttellNiziaboutEyodwa

yesterdayshewasatAuntAyabonga'shouse.

Nizi:"whoisthat."

Itookoutmyphone.

Me:"vulaakhopassworduyekwigalleryqhibauye

kwialbumbhalweTheonlyflowerinmyheart

zambonandisayotshintshaumnandizokubhalisele

ngokubakwenzekenton'."

-openmyphoneandgotomygallery.Gotothe

albumthatsaysTheonlyflowerinmyheartyouwill

seeher.IwilltellyouwhathappenedafterIhave

changed.



IjoggedupstairsandchangedIplacedthewet

clothesinthewashingmachinebeforewalking

backtothelounge.

Theywerelaughing.I'msureSiyahasalreadytold

herwhathappenedyesterday.

Nizi:"Ineedtoseeher."

Shewaslaughing.

Siya:"yeyyenzileintolamthanazolo."

-shedidthingsyesterday.

Welaughed.

Siya:"wenzenton'namhlanje?"

-whatdidshedotoday



Inarratedthestory.Theylaughed.Justthanthe

doorflewopenandshewalkedin.

Me:"pleasedon'ttellmezondigalelangamanzi

ekhaya."

-you'reheretopourwateronmeinmyparents

house.

Myparentslaughed.

Ndoni:"mxmmolomakaChumanimolotaka

Chumani."

-goodafternoon.

Nizi:"molomtanamnjani?"

-howareyou?



Ndoni:"ndorytmaqa..."

-i'mfinemabut....

Me:"howdidyoufindmyaddressfirst?"

Her:"rememberwhenyouwereusingShareit?

KangenizicimeLocationzenusoyeah."

-youdidn'tswitchoffyourlocations.

Welaughed.

Siya:"sheiscleverIsee."

Welaughed.

Nizi:"Iloveheralready."



Welaughedagain.

Siya:"ndikuxelelekepha."

-itoldyouso.

Me:"funanton'aphapleasedon'ttellmezondi

bethelaekhayaIknowyouarecableofdoingso."

-whatdoyouwanthere...

Ndoni:"oohyakhumbulakuzebenindiqayepool.ini"

-oohrememberwhenyouthrewmeinthepool?

Inodded.Welaughed.

Her:"phoneyamkebisepocket.wenisocella

ngomsouthimakesure300ryamuyipheteandifuni

sixabaneRadebe.NdiyilenakuSekani,Ntlakanipho

oohIstillneedtogotoKelvin'shouse.ByeYour



houselooksgreatMrs.Plaatjiesbytheway."

-myphonewasinmypocketsopleasetommorow

bring300rforitIdon'twantustofightRadebe.I

wenttoSekani's,Ntlakanipho....

Shesaidrunningoutwelaughed.Niziwasintears.

Nizi:"Iloveher.Fumanaphilo?"

-wheredidyougether.

Ilaughed.

.
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Igothomeandchanged.Idon'twanttohaveflu.

Tookoutmyphoneinmyblazerpocketanditwas

wetanditdidn'tnotswitchon.

Ihavemoneybutthepeoplethatmadeitwethasto

pay.ThereisnowwayI'mpayingfullpricefora

newcellphone.



ItookmylaptopanddownloadedtheFinemy

FriendActiveapp.ThankGodtheirGPS'swereon.I

lookedatweretheyareandwroteitinapieceof

paper.AtleastIknowtheplaces.

Iwenttomymother'sroomandtookherCitiGolf

carkeys.Iwenttothetarven.

Me:"Prettyuphi?"

-whereisshe?

Pretty:"office."

Me:"thankyou."

Inoddedbeforegoingtotheoffice.

Me:"mollomama"



-afternoonmom

Her:"hey."

Shesaidlookingatme.

Me:"ndisaphumakancincindizobuyangoku.

Ndithathenemottoke."

-iwillbeoutforawhileIwillbebacknow.Itookthe

car.

Her:"okaykebaby."

Ikissedhercheekbeforegoingout.

IfirstdrovetoSekani'shouse.Iknockedatthefront

doorandayoungboyopenedup.Ithinkit'shis

brothercausehehasalittlebitofSekani'sfigures.



Me:"hello."

Him:"mollosis"

-afternoon.

:"Banilowo?"

-whoisthat?

Saidamanlyvoiceandawomanlyvoice.Itmustbe

hisparents.TheboyopenedthedoorwideMan¹

washerewithawoman.

Oohitreallyishisparents.Man¹laughed.

Man¹:"nankukebabylobendikubhaliselangaye

zolo."

-heresheisbabythegirlIwastellingyouabout



yesterday.

Theybothlaughed.

:"Banilowo?"

-whoisthat?

ThatwasSekani.Hesawmeandcametohugme.

Me:"molwenima."

-afternoon

Them:"mollosis."

-afternoon

Me:"ninjanima?"

-howareyou



Them:"sorytwena?"

-wearefineandyou?

Me:"I'malsofineIc..."

Sekani:"howdidyoufindmyaddressbeforeyou

continuetalking."

Me:"yourlocationwason."

Tatakhe:"sheiscleverImustsay."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"whatmadeyoucomeherethatcouldn't

waitfortommorow."



Me:"youinterruptmewhileIwastalking.Youknow

only...."

Ididn'tevenfinishmysentencetheywerealready

laughing.

Mamakhe:"Nizi2.0."

Welaughed.I'mlookingforwardtomeetChumani's

mother.Everyonespeakshighlyofher.shemustbe

agreatwoman.

Me:"yakhumbulakuzebenindiqayepool.ini?"

-rememberwhenyouthrewmeinthepool.

Sekani:"yeah."



Helaughed.hisparentsalsolaughed.

Me:"phoneyamkeayilytsongomsocelaphathe

MaliforphoneyamAndifunisixabaneBestie."

-myphonedoesn'twanttoswitchonsotommorow

pleasebringmoneyformyphone.Idon'twantusto

fightbestie.

Theylaughed.

Me:"bekumnandiiukubonawethumakaSekani

andizokwaziinohlalafordrinkorteacausendisaya

koNtlakanipho."

-itwasnicemeetingyouSekani'smotherIcan't

evenstayfordrinkorteaIstillneedtorushto

Ntlakanipho'shouse.

Isaidrunningout.TheywerelaughingIcouldhear

them.



IwenttoNtlakanipho'shouse.Someoneshouted

comein.Iwalkedintoo.Hisparentsweregetting

readyforwork.Theyarebothdoctors.Nice.

Tatakhe:"nankubabylobebethumntanakhowok

qalanowokqibela."

-heresheisbabytheonethathityourfirstandlast

child.

Soheistheonlychild.Nice.Theylaughed

Ntlakaniphowasontopofthekitchencounter.

Mamakhe:"tchiniIhopeuzobhatalahospitalbills."

-ihopesheisheretopaythehospitalbills.

Shesaidlaughing.Wealsolaughed.



Me:"haimandizothikuNtlakaniphomakaphathi

Malingomso."

-i'mheretotellNtlakaniphotobringmoney

tomorrow.

Tatakhe:"iphiphone?"

-whereisyourphone?

Me:"lenntolaphatakhaNtlabayfakhemanzinino

Radebe."

-thatswhyI'mheretheyputtedmyphoneinwater.

Them:"bekoRadebe."

-thanthereisRadebe.

Welaughed.

Me:"yeahsophatheMalingomsoforphoneyam



andifunisilweNtla.Otherwisemedicalbillndizoyisa

phakuwejob.inimakaNtla."

-bringmoneytommorowformyphone.Idon'twant

ustofightNtla.OtherwiseIwillbringthemedical

billtoyourworkplace.

TheylaughedasIwalkedout.IdrovetoChumani's

housewhichwasoutsidethecity.Thehouselooks

great.Theyareallloaded.

Eventheircarssayso.Chumani'smotherlookslike

agreatperson.Ialsoloveheralready.

IdrovetoKelvin'shouse.Hewashomealone.

Kelvin:"MfazwakhwaRhadebe."

-abridefromtheRhadebeclan.



Welaughed.

Me:"itain'tafriendlyvisitatallKelvin.I'mhereto

tellbaphathiMalingomsoforlephoneniyifakhe

manzinamhlanje."

-bringmoneyforthephonethatgotinthewater

today.

Welaughed.

Him:"okayshondizoyzisa."

-iwillbringit.

Ihuggedhimbeforerushingbackhome.The

followingdayIwokeupdidmythingsthanwentto

school.

Wewereintheregisterperiod.



Sekanistoodup.Ididn'tseethemthismorningI

waslate.

Hewenttotheteacher.

Miss:"Eyodwacomeandfetchyourmoneyplease."

Istoodupandwenttotheteacher.Itwas300r.

Kelvin:"Ialsohavemoneyforherma'am."

Hesaidstandingupandgivingme300r.

Ntlakanipho:"alsomebutmymothersaidImust

alsotakethemedicalbillmoneyformynoseshe

broke."

Thewholeclasslaughed.Healsogavememy



money.

Miss:"whyaretheygivingyoumoney."

Me:"myphonedrownedbecauseofthem.

Rhadebe."

Everyonelaughed.Isaidlookingforhimintheclass.

Hestoodupgavememymoney.Ihave1200rnow.

Imeanbusiness.Ishouldhavemadethandoand

hersquadformymeat.ButIkeptquiet.

Theteacherwalkedoutshewenttotheoffice.

Chumani:"sabaweliunicazelanonkeumtuwam.

Nothukenonkenayeakhothukenamndothuke.

Sothukesonkebeyikothukacombo."

-iwouldliketotellyoumygirlfriendYou'llget

surprised.Shealsogetssurprised.Metondibe



surprised.Anditwillbeasurprisecombo.

Wealllaughed.
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Afterschool.Meandmybro'swenttotowntobuya

cellphoneforme.

Kelvin:"Pleasemakesurethephonewearebuying

iswaterproof."

Sekani:"usincedetorhoyazileMalindiyikuphe

kwimaliyamlebendizokuphangayomtuwam

nyakawonkendimsekaMacDonald."

-HelpuspleaseyouknowthatmoneyItookitout

fromthemoneythatIwasgoingtouseforthe

wholeyeartotakemygirlfriendtoMacDonald.



Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"andkuphamaoMacDonaldabay7

kuphumenetshintshiyeMacflurryeish."

-youget7MacDonaldmealsandyougetchange

forMacflurry.

Welaughed.

Me:"Mxmasifaninamalikomakwenu."

-asifyoudon'thavemoneyathome.

Chumani:"mfondinidlulile15monthendngoku

akhomali."

-the15haspassedit'snowmonthendwedon't

havemoney.

Me:"nizothiniklkbenispend.angomgqibelo."



-youwerespendingonSaturday.

Kelvin:"andsisezospend.anivilemajitabaya

hambaabazalitosomeadulttripsomewhere

aroundtheworldsoafterexamsnextweeknxili

ndingazazinegamalam."

-andwestillgoingtospenddidyouhearguysour

parentsaregoingtosometriparoundtheworldso

aftertheexamsnextweek.I'mgettingdrunktothe

pointIdon'tknowmyname.

Welaughedathisseriousself.

Chumani:"abanthwanandibasakuMakhulu

xakunjalondiyavayandohlalakwelamsozehlale

klandlundodwaumnarhaa."

-i'mtakingthekidstotheirgrandmotherifit'sgoing

tohappen.IwillgotomyhouseIwillnotstayalone

inthathouse.



Welaughedathim.

Me:"nkhulunyanilandlu."

-thathouseisbig.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"ndimlowontwana."

-metooboy.

Me:"cribyakho?"

Henodded.

Ntlakanipho:"sonkemos."

-allofus.



Ishookmyheadtheylaughed.WeenteredtheMall.

Me:"phoffningamagintsaphindeabazali

baphangelekwindawuezitops."

-youareallgangstersandyourparentsworkinhigh

places.

Them:"nqo"

-exactly

Welaughed.

Chumani:"siyaphi?"

-wherearewegoing?

Ntlakanipho:"Applestore?"



Me:"nopeandifuniiPhoneumnamasiyenikwa

Samsung."

-idon'twantaniPhone.Let'sgotoSamsung.

Sekani:"zeziSamsungzakhokeezizigxozulayo

ngoku."

-itstheseSamsungofyoursthatgetsseizures.

T.O:"Tch."

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmI'mbuyingaSamsungFoldnow."

Them:"washa"

Welaughed.WegottoSamsungandIboughtthe

SamsungGalaxyFold.WewenttoMacDonald



beforegoinghome.

Mymomwasinthekitchen.Ikissedhercheek

beforesittingonthecounter.

Her:"velaphi?"

-wheredoyoucomefrom?

Me:"bendihambenoRadebesiyothengiphone."

-iwentwithRadebeandmybro'stogobuymy

phone.

Isaidwavingit.Shetookitoutoftheboxbefore

admiringit.

Her:"intle.BaniGamalakhaRadebe?"

-itsbeautiful.What'sRadebe'sname.



Me:"ChumaniPlaatjies."

Her:"mntanakaSiyamthandaPlaatjiesnoNizibone

Plaatjiesne?"

-SiyamthandaPlaatjiesandNizibonePlaatjies's

child?

Inodded.SheChuckled.

Her:"hehasalovelymotherandFatherIusedto

workforhiminhisFirm.Andthingschangedcause

youandChumaniNeverreallygotalongwhenyou

were4Evenwhenyouwereinprimaryschool."

Welaughed.

Me:"whatdoyoumeanwenevergotalongwhenwe

were4."



Her:"sowewereinagamecenterIwastakingyou

outtheywerealsotakingtheirkidsout.Nowwe

werestandinginlinenoSiyamthanda.Youand

Chumanistartedfightingandallofthatofwho

pushedwhofirstthanNizibonecamemadeyou

guystomakeupandhug.Yeyzanimuncuaphe

busweninobabini."

-youwerebothsourthatday.

Welaughed.Ican'tbelievewealsokneweachother

backthan.Ourconnectionmustbethatstrong.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

Chumani

AfteragreatdaywithTheFlowerOfMyHeartand

mybro's.Iwenthome.

Nizi:"Nobuntu(Kelvin'smother)uthesodibana

phambilenabocausefunekebeqaleFreeStateno

Mike(Kelvin'sFather)"

-Nobuntusaidtheywillmeetustherecausethey

havetostartatFreeStatewithMike.

Kelvin'sparentsarealsoclosewithourparents.

Theygetalonglikewedo.

Me:"bazoyakuMakhuluo'Nkanyeziumnandiye

kwesam?"

-arethetwinsgoingtoGrandmotherandIwillgoto

myhouse.



Isaidsittingbetweenmyparents.WellSiya's

motherpassedawaywhileIwasstillingrade3and

Nizi'smotherisstillalive.

Siya:"haikwedinigcinabanthwanabakhokhwenu."

-noboylookafteryoursiblings.

Ilookedathim.Theylaughed.

Nizi:"yeahbazoyakhona.NoLunathinoLumi

bazobapha."

-yestheyaregoingthere.AlsoLunathiand

Luminathiaregoingthere.

Me:"obviously."

Irolledmyeyes.Theylaughed.



Siya:"whybuyelatekhona?"

-whydidyoucomehomelate

Me:"oohbesiyothengiphonekaEyodwandoni

Langa."

-wewenttobuyEyodwandoniLanga'sphone.

Theylaughedthinkingaboutyesterday.

Nizi:"isn'tshethesameEyodwawhoyounevergot

alongwithinprimaryschool."

Inodded.Theylaughed.

Siya:"yakhumbulakuzezabesebancincizasi

dibanenoNandimamakhegamecenterkuzebalwe

noEyodwa."

-rememberwhentheywerestillsmallwhenwemet



herandhermotheratthegamecenterandthey

fought.

Welaughed.

Me:"sowekneweachothersinceweweresmall?"

Theynoddedsmiling.Outconnectionmustbethat

strong.

Siya:"hermotherusedtoworkinmyFirm."

Me:"beforeherbrotherdied."

Theynodded.

Siya:"shewasoneofthebestaccountantsIdon't

knowwhyshenevercameback."



Me:"herbrothersdeathaffectedherbadly."

Them:"Iknowthepain."

Wechuckled.

Me:"letmegoandchangebeforecookingsupper."

Them:"pleasemakespaghettiandmincewith

meltedcheeseontop."

Iwinkedbeforegoingtomyroomusingtheelevator.

Todayit'sWednesdaymeaningthereisamatchor

wetraininginsoccer.Butitwillbethelastmatchof

theterm.



Iworemytracksuitfromschoolandmysoccer

shortswithmyt-shirtunderneath.

Iwenttoschool.Ineverrealizedthatmeand

Eyodwaareinthesameclassesexpectwhenshe

goestoEconomicsIgotoBusinessstudies.

WebothdoingAccounting.I'mnotdoingitbecause

myfatherhasanAccountantFirm.Noactually

Accountingismything.

IgethighmarksinitandIenjoydoingit.Ican'twait

tobetheownerofhisFirm.WhileI'mstudyingIwill

beworkingthere.

ItookEyodwa'seyeglassesandworethem.Iwas

sittingnexttohersincewegotinlateintheclass.

Weareintheaccountingclass.



Shewrotesomethingonherbook.

'sembimqundu'

-youugly

'rhaanganyabonileubahotkwam.Norhsundiqela

causeawuzondimela.'

-youcrazydidyouseehowhotIam.Don'tshitwith

mecauseyouwon'tstandme

'ndizokumelatchi'

-iwillstandyou.

'youalmostdiedlasttimeremember.Inthe

bedroom.'

ShelookedatmeandweChuckledbeforeshetook



thebookwearewritingon.

'youarejokingaboutsomethingserious.Yourday

iscoming.'

'asif,youdon'tstandachanceinme.'

'andongumtuothethaqithiumnaqandizokuBamba

miniinye'

-idon'tTalktomuchIwilljustavengemyselfone

day.

'suqalaintoongazoymelaNdoni.JongaMisson

dutytuckshopnamhlanjezushiyekebehindsobona

bhoza.'

-don'tstartsomethingyouwon'tstand.Lookthe

teacherwillbeondutyatthetuckshoptodaystay

behindwewillseewho'sking.



Welaughedateachotherandlaughed.

'sozelibala.'

-neverforget.

Welaughed.Itwasfiveminutesbeforethebellring

theteacherwalkedoutaftergivingmethekeysto

locktheclassforherasalways.

Thebellrangandeveryonewalkedout.Ndoniwas

abouttowalkedoutwhenIclosedthedoorand

pinnedheragainstit.

Therearenocamera'sincaseyou'rewondering.

Shewasbreathingheavily.Ilickedherneck.

Me:"busthini?"



-whatwereyousaying?

Isaidbittingherear.Sherubbedmydick.

Her:"nawebusthini?"

-whatwereyoualsosaying?

SheisalsowearinghertracksuitsoIsneakedmyin

tilltheyreachedhernunu.Shewasalreadywet.

Irubbeditshemoanedsoftly.Bestsoundinthe

world.Ilikehowshemoansforme.Itookoutmy

handandlickedthefingerthatwasinbetweenher

nunu.Ididn'twanttofingerfuckher.Sheisstilla

virgin.

Her:"sies."



Ismirked.

Me:"thisholidayndimnawe.ZuxeleleNandi."

-itsmeandyou.TellNandi.

Isaidfixingher.Shelookedatmeshocked.

Me:"oohndivengeTaimezolo."

-ihearditfrommyFatheryesterday.

Her:"oohmymotherusedtoworkatyourfather's

firmwadibananomamakhogamecenteryeah."

-shemetyourmotheratagamecenter.

Webothlaughed.

Us:"waitshe/hetoldaboutusfightingthatday."



Welaughedagainbeforeateachother.Wekissed.I

grabbedhersmallassshemoaned.

Me:"let'sgo."

Wetookourbagsbeforegoingout.Westartedat

thetuckshopbeforegoingatourusualspot.

Them:"bezityanaezi."

-theywerehavingsex

Welaughed

Ndoni:"wearenotevendatingtobehavingsex."

Theylookedatusbeforetakingasipfromthe

sparklingwatertheybought.Iwassittingbetween



Ndoni'sthighs.Welaughed.

Me:"tch."

Ntlakaniphostoodup.

Ntlakanipho:"namhlanjesiyenzaizintozibeofficial.

ChumaniOwethuPlaatjiesdoyoutake

EyodwandoniLangatobemedilakho?"

-todaywearemakingthingsofficial....

Welaughed.Eyodwawasplayingwithmyhair.

Me:"Idon't."

Shepulledmyhair.



Me:"oucheweewetch."

-yesyes.

Wealllaughed.KelvinstoodnexttoNtlakanipho

Kelvin:"DoyouEyodwandoniLangatakeChumani

OwethuPlaatjiestobeowyakho?"

Her:"no"

Itiltedmyheadbackwardsshegavemeapeck.

Them:"nyokoklk."

-youshittingwithus.

Welaughed



Sekani:"youmaykissthemedi.Heranswerisnot

important.Aslongasyousaidyesbawo."

Welaughed.Itiltedmyheadbackagain.Wekissed.

Them:"masambeniourjobisdonehere.Weare

expectingababyin9monthsfromnow."

Welaughedpullingout.Theyrantothefieldtoplay

soccer.

Me:"comeandsitontopofme."

Isaidalreadypullingher.Shesatontopofme.I

tookthepieshewasstillholding.

Me:"whyngekatyi?"

-whyhaven'tyouate?



Her:"lambangaklk."

-i'mnothungry.

Igaveherapeckbeforemakinghereatthepie.

Her:"butIsaidI'mnothungry."

Me:"youhavetoeatNdoni.Don'tpissmeoff

becauseyouarenothungry."

Her:"naweautyangamoc."

-youalsodidn'teat.

Me:"ndizotyaemvakwako"

-iwilleatafteryou.



Shehadapiecestilloutsidehermouth.She

indicatedthatItakeit.Itookusingmymouth.She

tookthepieIgotandfedme.

Me:"whynxibitracksuit?"

-whyareyouwearingatracksuit?

Her:"ndimo'ondutynamhlanjekubao'Zoey

bengekabiryt."

-i'mondutytodaysinceZoeyandherfriendsare

notfine.

WeChuckled.

Me:"sekobeefkuni?"

-youguysstillbeefing.

Her:"Andithethinothethanabomoc."



-idon'teventalktothem.

Shewipedthepiecrustonmylipsbeforegivingme

apeck.

Me:"Iwillbetakingyouhometoday."

Her:"zengemotto?"

-youcamewithacar?

Me:"yeah.Gqomocxandidlalamatchnaxandisiya

kwipracticendiyaziizela."

-everytimeIhaveamatchandwhenIgoto

practicesIcomeonmyown.

Her:"ndivakuwengoku."

-hearitfromyouknow.



Thebellrang.

Me:"siyaphingoku?"

-wherearewegoingnow?

Her:"C.A.T."

Me:"masambe"

-let'sgo.

Wetookourbagsandwenttothecomputerclass.It

wasnowthelastperiod.Alltheteachersareina

meetingtodiscussthingsfortheexams.

Wewereintheregisterclass.

Sekani:"okayguyslet'splayagame."



Us:"yeah."

Thatwasthewholeclass.Hewasstandingatthe

frontwithNtlakaniphoandKelvin.

Kelvin:"soyouguysaregoingtotellthewholeclass

howyoumetyourbae.Ifawudyoli.."

-younotdating.

Ntlakanipho:"zasixelelangeexyakhoifawunayo

thanngunyokosametime."

-youwilltellusaboutyourexifyoudon'thaveone

thanyoushittingwithus.

Welaughed.

Thegamestarted.Itwasfuncausewewere



laughingthroughoutthewholegame.Nowitwas

myturn.

Sekani:"ThethaChustar."

-talk

Me:"sanungxama."

-wait?

Theylaughed.Itookoutmyphoneanddialed

Ndoni'snumber.Keepinmindsheissittingnextto

me.

Herphonerang.Everyonelaughed.Shetookitout

andopeneditbeforefoldingitagain.

Class:"ndakBetha."

-iwillhityou.



Welaughed.Sheansweredherphone.

Her:"hello."

Me:"bayabuzababysadibananjanindithiniindiba

xalelekuzezasisegamecenterorkuzezasise

primaryorngokuaphehighschool."

-theyareaskinghowwemet.WhatmustIsay?

MustItellthemaboutwhenwemetatthegame

centerorprimaryschoolorhereinhighschool?

Class:"woah."

Welaughed.

Ndoni:"nobangeyiphi"

-anyofthose.



Me:"okay"

Idisconnectedthecall.

Me:"otherwisesitshatilaguys.Silibeleunimema

mtshatweniwethu.Qaringsizozithengangomso."

-wearemarriedguys.Weforgottoinviteyouinour

wedding.Butwewillbuytheringstommorow.

Class:"rhaamabatshiswe."

-notheymustbeburnt.

Welaughed.

Mybro's:"Iwillcomewiththelighter."



Weburstedintolaugher.

Ntlakanipho:"let'splayspinthebottle."

Withoutevenagreeingeveryonehadalreadymoved

thedesks.Welockedthedoor.

Alizwa:"girlsonesideboysinoneside."

That'soneoftheboysinmyclass.Imadesurethat

IstandinfrontofEyodwa.Iwinkedathershe

blushed.

Chulumanco:"rules.Ifthebottlelandsonyoufor

thefirsttimeit'sakisssecondtimedeepkissthird

timelapdance."

Girls:"lapdance?"



Us:"ngqo."

-exactly

Welaughed.Thegamestartedanditlandedonme

andEyodwa.

Class:"woah."

Welaughed.Ipulledherclosetomeandwekissed.

Class:"aaphezani."

-youshouldstopnow.

Wepulledout.Shewipedthelipglossthatwason

mylipsbeforegivingmeapeck.



Class:"ncoo."

Wehugged.

ThebottlelandedonNtlakaniphoandanothergirl

healwayswantedtobang.Herubbedhishands

together.Welaughed.

Theykissed.Thegamewentonandbuythetime

thegameendedmeandNdonihaddoneeverything.

Thematchstarted.WhileIwasplayingonofthe

playersintheotherteamkickedme.Causingmy

ankletotwist.

Ndonirantomeinasplitsecond.That

MOTHERFUCKERwasgivenaredcard.



Ndonitookmeandwewenttositonthepavilion.

Her:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyousocareless."

Shesaidtakingofmyshoeandsock.

Me:"butIwasn'thekickedmedeliberatelybaby.

Ahhh."

Her:"thisisnothingIcanfixyouneedprofessional

help.Jongababynjani?"

-lookathowyouare.

Ilookedatmeankleanditwasswollen.Itwasso

painful.MrsSmithcametous.

Ndoni:"ma'amhehastogotothehospitallookat

hisankleit'sswollen."



MrsSmithlookatmyankle.

MrsSmith:"callhisparents."

Me:"theyareoutoftownforafewhours.I'msure

theyarestillontheirwayback.Icameusingmy

fatherscar."

MrsSmith:"don'tyouhaveafamilymemberwecan

call."

Ndoni:"Icantakehimma'amwhatifwhileweare

waitingitgetsworseandheisinpain."

MrsSmith:"canyoudrive."

Shenodded.



MrsSmith:"Iwillasktheboysonthebenchtohelp

you.Don'tworryLethuwilltakeoverfromhere."

Shenodded.Ndonihelpedmetostandup.We

walkedtothecar.Isatonthepassengersseat.

Ndoni:"saphalomqamelo."

-givemethatpillow.

Igaveittoher.Mylegswerestillhangingoutside.

Sheplacedthepillowonthefloorinthecar.Iturned

togetinfully.

Me:"fuck."

Ihurtmyself.



Ndoni:"Radebesunxamaklkfunekeulicenge

nyawulakhoawunokwazikawulezazazitunuka

more.Letmetakecareofyoubeforeyouhurt

yourselfmore.Bepatientwithyourfeet."

-Radebewaityoumustbepatientwithyourfeetyou

willhurtyourself....

Inodded.Shehelpedmeplacethelegontopofthe

pillow.Sheclosedthedoorthanopenedthedoorat

theback.Sheplacedourbagsatthebackbefore

shejoggedtothedriverssit.

Wegottothehospitalin15minutessheisafast

driver.SheisdrivingmyGTI.It'sminecauseI'mthe

onewhousesitthemost.

Sheagainhelpedmeoutofthecar.Thedoctorsdid

theirthings.Turnsoutmyboneshiftedplaces.So

theyhadtofixit.



Theyplacedmeinmyward.Ihadacastnow.Ndoni

gotinwithapaperbag.

Her:"IboughtyoutheseYouwillhavetotakea

showersothatIcanapplythethingsthedoctor

saidImustbuy.Andfoodsothatyoucandrink

yourpills."

Me:"butmylegissorebabyIwon'tbeabletotakea

shower."

Myparentscamebuttheystoodatthedoor

watchingus.Theydidn'tseethatIsawthem.

Her:"that'swhyI'mhereIwillhelpyoutakea

shower.Radebeyouhavetofreshenupbefore

applyingthesethings.Doyouwanttohealornot."

Isulked.Shehelpedmetogetoffbed.Wewalked



tothebathroom.

Ndoni:"Radebebepatientklk."

Iwasnotpatientatall.I'musedtowalkingfast.We

walkedpatientlytothebathroom.

Wegotthere.Shetookofthecastboot.Itooka

shower.2minuteshower.Igotout.

Her:"Radebeiza."

-come.

Iwenttositontopofthetoiletsitsheplaceda

towelthere.

Shelotionedme.CanImaybegethurtEverytimeifI

willhavehertakecareofmelikethis.



NoIwillgethurtEverytime.Whenshewasdone

lotioningmeshehelpedmegetdressed.

Shealsoboughtnewpjama'sforme.I'Mdefinitely

wifingher.

Me:"babewhydidyouhavetobuynewthings."

Her:"IhavetotakecareofyouRadebe."

Shegavemeapeck.Wewalkedtothewardagain.

Shehelpedmelayonbed.Myparentswerestill

watchingus.

Shefoldedmypjama.

Her:"thiswillbealittlebitsorebutplease



nyamazelane."

-takethepainin.

Inodded.Shegavemeapeckbeforerubbingmy

feetwiththethingsshewastoldtobuy.Itwas

painfulbutlikeshesaid.Ishouldtakethepainin.

Sheputonthecastthantookoutatakeawayfrom

nando's.

Her:"zotyathantakeyourpillssothatyoucanrest."

Shesaidfeedingme.Iwaslovingeverysecondof

this.CanIpleasegethurtEverytime.Nevermeta

greatandselflesspersonlikeher.

Shewentoutofhercomfortzonejusttotakecare

ofme.Ireallyappreciateit.



Me:"won'tyoubeintrouble?"

Her:"nopeIhavealreadycalledmymother."

Me:"okaybutyouhavetogohomeafterthis.Idon't

wantittoseemlikeI'mtakingadvantageofthe

kindnessyourmothergives."

Shenoddedsmilingwithherbigcheeks.

Her:"Iwilldon'tworry."

Shegotdonefeedingme.Shetookoutthepills.I

drankthem.

Her:"Iwillbeoutnow."



Shecametokissmeallovermyface.Our

foreheadsandnosestouched.

Me:"thankyoufortakingcareofmeIreally

appreciateit."

Wekissed.Itwaslikemyparentswerenot

watchingus.

Her:"it'smydutytotakecareofyou.Iwillseeyou

tomorrowafterschoolokay."

Inodded.Wekissedforthelasttime.Assheturned

myparentsgotin.

Them:"thankGodyoufine.ThankyouEyodwafor

takingcareofhim."



Theysaidsmiling.Shealsosmiled.

Her:"haiakhontomandihambe."

-itsnothingletmego.

Theynoddedshewalkedoutaftertakingherbagon

thefloor.Ididn'tevenaskwhatshewillbeusingto

gethome.

Sheleftthekeyshere.Ihopeshewillbesafe.

Nizi:"shereallydoescare.Wewerewatchingyou

guysthiswholetime."

Siya:"keephersonnowomanwouldgoonsuch

extramilesjusttotakecareoftheirlifepartners."

Nizi:"heisright.Sheistherightoneforyou.Noone



else.Shelovesandcaresforyousawthewayshe

tookcareofyou."

Inoddedsmiling.
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Eyodwa

Iwasn'tasexcitedasIusuallybewhenIgoto

school.Chumaniisn'tcomingtoday

Butthatdoesn'tmeanIwon'tseehim.Firstthing

afterschoolIwillbegoingtohim.

Itisnowtheregisterperiod.

Miss:"whereisPlaatjiestoday?"

Me:"atthehospitalma'amhewasadmitted

yesterday."



Everyonelookedatmeshocked.Evenmybro'sI

wasn'tinthemoodforsocialmediaandIdon'tthink

Chumanihadthetimetobeonline.

Mybro's:"what?Uthenii?"

-what'swrong.

Me:"hisankleboneshiftedzolomarnkuzekatywe

lamthanakuzeBenidlala."

-yesterdaywhenyouwereplayingsoccer.

Theclass:"yuuh"

Theywereallworried.

Ntlakanipho:"ndithenqabauphike."

-iwaswonderingwherehewas.



SekaniandKelvin:"metoo.Butrytyena."

-ishefine.

Thewholeclasswaslookingatme.Ifeltlikecrying.

Don'taskmewhybutIfeltlikecryingbutIheld

myselftogether.Chumaniismyweaknessspot

that'safact.

Me:"ewendimshiyeerytumnaeventhoughhewas

inpainndizophindandiyekuyenamhlanje

ndamjonga."

-yesIlefthimfine.....Iwillgotohimtodayand

checkuponhim.

Theyallnoddedbeforelookingatthefront.Thebell

rangandwechangedperiods.

IwaswalkingallalonetodayiffeelsawkwardI'm



usedtohavinghimpullingmetothenextclass.

WhyamItalkinglikeheisinaComaorsomething.

ItwasbreaktimenowIwenttositatourusualspot.

Isatinbetweenthem.

Kelvin:"ndiyibonilekelantwananikwaredcardqa

bonaMr.Hopeuyewathimasiqubekeke

ndalahlisa."

-isawthatboygettingaredcardbutMr.Hopesaid

wemustcontinueIlostfocus.

Them:"Nambra."

-metoo.

Sekani:"himauyengantoniicausebehambanawe

orsomething."

-whatdidheusetogettherecausehewaswalking

withyouorsomething.



Me:"oohndimsengokwam."

-itookhimmyself

Isaidbittingmyburger

Them:"wifematerial."

Welaughed

Me:"mxmv'tseknorhxaengazokhathelelwandim

whowill?"

-ifIwillnotcareabouthimwhowill?

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"nokoNinaniyathandwaoko



ndiqibelise3daysagoncokolanayeumnaeish."

-youbetterthatyouareloved.Ilastspoketoher3

daysagoeish.

Heshookhisheadweburstintolaugher.

Kelvin:"better.ewenanjayamumnaokondaqaywa

ngoSeenndisithiIloveyou."

-youbetterbrosheviewedmymessageandnever

repliedtomyIloveyou

Welaughedathissulkingself.

Me:"nokuthiIloveyousekobayintoLulaintolula

ongayitshonanomakubaniayisenevalue."

Them:"ndineconfessionconfeconfebabycelu

confess.a.ndaqondbakubikwalovedepartment



dyolefunuconfessyeyosjava."

-ithoughtinthelovedepartmentyoucheattothe

pointwhereyouwanttoconfess.Sjava

WeburstedintolaugherIwasintears.

Me:"mxmniphambeneka..."

-youguysarecra...

Myphonerang.ItookitwasChumani.Iopeneditto

belikeatabletthanfolditagain.Theylaughed.

Them:"Ineedanupgrade."

Welaughed.Iansweredmyphone.

Me:"Radebe."



Theylookedatmebeforeshakingtheirheadsand

runningtothefield.Ichuckled.

Him:"unjani?"

-howareyou?

Me:"I'mfineandyou?"

Him:"hainilomtundimtsalelayoakandikhumbuli

nondikhumbula."

-nothepersonI'mcallingdoesn'tevenmissme.

Me:"ndizothiniungakhukhumbuli.Sendayiqela

nentoosolokondihambanaweklk."

-whywouldn'tImissyou.I'musedtowalking

aroundwithyou



Him:"oohkungconokejongaNdoniyamsendi

phumilesbedlelezuzeaphaKumendlini."

-that'sgood.LookNdoniI'malreadydischarged

cometomyhouse.

Me:"okayndizokwenzanjalo."

-iwilldoso.

Him:"howisitwithoutyourOwethu."

Igiggledandhelaughed.

Me:"awkwardbutthebro'sarekeepingme

companied.Qababalekileuyovathethanawe."

-buttheyranwhentheyheardI'mtalkingtoyou.

Welaughed.



Chumani:"haiboIwasmissingyourvoicethat'swhy

Icalled."

Isensethatheisrollinghiseyes.

Me:"oohyouonlymissmyvoicenotme."

Him:"ifbendinqwenelaukubonangendikuface

time.le."

-ifIwantedtoseeyouIwouldhavefacetimeyou.

Igaspedhelaughed

Him:"ndadlalaImisseverythingaboutyoubeing

closetoyoutouchingyouineverypartofyoubody

mhh.Thanthereisyournu..."

Me:"wenothavingthistalkarewe."



Welaughed.

Him:"butndikuringeliwaar."

-i'mtellingyouthetruth.

Me:"andifuninoyiva."

-idon'tevenwannahearaboutit.

Him:"youwillhavetolistentomecausendim

dyan."

Welaughed.

Me:"so?"

Him:"secacebababygirlyonkeintoendiyithethayo



iyahamba."

-itsobviousthateverythingIsaygoes.

Me:"inyourdreams."

Him:"hee."

Welaughed.

Me:"sudeuthibabygirlklkRadebendimdalanak

nawe."

-don'tsaybabygirl.I'molderthanyou.

Isaidlaughing.I'molderthanhim.Mybirthdayis

onthe30thofNovemberwhilehisisonthe15of

December.

Him:"mxmsundixelelange15daysumna."



-don'ttellmeabout15days.

Welaughed.

Me:"I'molder."

Him:"inyourdreams."

Welaughed.

-Thefollowingweek-

MeandChumanihavebeenstudyingtogethersince

wearedoingthesamesubjects.

Andthathelpedalotcausewearebothacingthe

tests.I'msurewewillpass.



Iwasatmystreetplayingmyskateboard.Iwas

waitingformybro'stocomeandfetchme.

Ididn'tgostraighttoChumani'shousecause.Ihad

tocomeandtakemoneyfrommom.Sheisgoingto

CapeTown.

MybrotherswillalsobegoingtocapeTown.Iwon't

go.Idon'tknowwhycauseweallusedtogothere.

It'sThursdaytodaytommorowit'sFriday.Ourlast

dayfortheexamswearewritingMathsthat'swhy

wearepracticingtogethernotjustmeandChumani.

Iwasskatinghavingfun.WhenaGTIputtedupnext

tome.Theyarealreadyhere.Iwasstillenjoying

myself.



Kelvin:"Imustsayyougood."

Ismiled.Theyhavealreadylowendthewindow.

Chumani:"ifbendingenayolecastbendizokubonisi

bhozamntanam."

-ifitwasn'tformycastIwasgoingtoshowyou

whoisboss.

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmlet'sgo."

Ithrewtheskateboardintheyardbeforetakingmy

bag.Igotinattheback.

NtlakaniphowastheonedrivingwithKevinonthe

passengersseat.Iwassittingatthebackwith



SekaniandChumani.

IkissedalltheircheeksandgaveChumaniapeck

onhislips.

Chumani:"kudalaundifunawena."

-ithasbeenlongsinceyouwantedtodateme.

Wealllaughed.

T.O:"Namndambonanjayam."

-ialsoseeher.

Welaughed.

Me:"mxm."



Wegottothehouse.Wewerelisteningtomusic

singingallthewayhere.Iwenttothekitchenfirst.

Itookoutpotatoes.

Them:"don'tforgetusthere."

Inodded.Imadepotatoechipswithorosforallof

us.ItookaTupperwarecontainersfilleditwith

warmwater.Ialsotookadryclothandplacediton

myshoulder.

WellEverytimeweeatathome

Ihavetowasheveryone'shands.Apparentlymy

GrandfatherwasaZuluman.Sozintozakheezi.

-thesearehisthings.

IgottothemandfirstkneeledinfrontofChumani.



TheyalllookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.

Them:"areyoufromtherurals?"

Welaughed.

Me:"aaqaI'musedtothis."

IsaidwashingChumani'shandswhowassmiling

likeheiscrazy.Ialsosmiled.

IwenttowashNtlakanipho'shandsthanSekani

thanKelvin.

Me:"izanikutyakungapha."

-comethefoodisonthisside.



Isaidplacingbothwhiteandbrownbread.Ihave

alreadyplacedthefoodandthedrinkonthetable.

TheyallstoodupIlaughed.

Weateourfood.

Sekani:"wouldeatthesefordays."

T.O:"metoo."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"Ishouldwif...."

Ourstomachswentgrmm.Theylookedatme.

Them:"whatdidyouputinourfood."



Me:"whatdoyou...."

Weallrantothetoilet.Mytummywasrunning.

WhenIwasdoneIwalkedout.Theyalsowalkedout.

Them:"Eyodwandoniasidlalineuf..."

-wearenotplayingw...

Weallrantothetoiletagainwewalkedoutatthe

sametime.

Me:"wouldIbestupidenoughto..."

Werantothetoiletagain.Chumaniwillhavetobuy

newsupplyoftoiletpapers.Wewalkedout.

Sekani:"sheisrightbutwhatdidyoudo."



Me:"jonganendenzetapile.SpicenesauceNazi

galelelaorosndenzagalaManzin..."

-imadethepotatoes.Spiceandsauceyoupoured

itforyourself.Iusedthiswater....

Chumani:"yiKamfurleyo."

-that'sforrunningtummies.

Us:"whatdoyoumeanKamfur."

Chumani:"intoyohambisisi...."

-thingtomakeyourtummyrun...

Weallranbacktothetoilet.

.

.
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Chumani

Thisweekhasbeengreat.Ihavebeenstudying

withmyheartkeeper.



Ithasbeengreatcauseitbenefitedthebothofusto

acingthetests.

Ihelpedinthingsshedoesn'tunderstandandshe

alsodidthesameforme.Wedidn'tstudytogether

whenIwaswritingBusinessstudiesandshewas

writingEconomics.

Sekaniisintohistorycausehewantstobea

Lawyerlikehisfather.Ntlakanipholifesciencelike

hisparents.Kelvinphysicalsciencebuthisfatheris

ajudgewhilehismotherisanadvocate.

Ithasbeenanhoursincewehavebeenrunning

backandforthtothetoiletbutwearerightnow.

Welaughedlookingateachother.



Them:"bifunanton'kamfurefridgeChustar."

-whatwasthekamfurdoinginthefridgeChumani?

Welaughed.Wewerenowstandingcauseourbutts

weresore.

Me:"haimarnlastyearyabobebemkileo'Siyaso

Makhuluwazodrop.aaphao'Nkanyezisincenaye

esiyaeMaxhoseni.zabenesusungelaxetshaand

medicalaidyabozayingekosoMakhuluwabenzela

kla2Lbamabasele."

-lastyearSiysandNiziweren'theresoGrandma

cametodropthemheresinceshewasalsogoing

totherurals.Theyhadstomachachesandtheir

medicalaidwaswithSiyasoGrandmamadeitfor

them.

Welaughed.



Sekani:"wenaEyodwaawubonibayiKamfurleya?"

-didn'tyouseethat,thatisKamfurEyodwa.

Shewenttothekitchenandcamebackwiththe

littlebitofKamfurleftinthebottle.

Her:"jongalennto?"

-lookatthis

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"smellsonaawusiva?"

-didn'tyouhearthesmell.

Us:"tch."

Welaughed.



Her:"mfondiniiyayazitaplechipszinukisaindlu

yonke."

-youknowpotatoeschipsmakesthewholehouse

smellthem.

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"nyanisile."

-sheisright

Us:"thatsurelydidcleanourstomachs."

Weshookourheadsbeforelaughing.Myphone

rangitwasSiya.

Me:"Taima."



Siya:"jongazeniphumelaaphabalaphaabazalibo

Kelvin"

-lookyoumustallcomehere.Allofyourparentsare

here.

Me:"moja"

Hedisconnectedthecall.

Me:"kuthiwazenihambeNamabazalibenubapha

kum."

-hesaidyoumustallgotomyhouseyourparents

arethere.

Mybro's:"sho."

Ndoni:"let'sstartpracticing."



Westarteddoingourworkstillstanding.Wetook

Ndonihomewecouldn'tevensitrightinthecar.

Sekaniwasdriving.

Wegottomyhouseandalltheircarswerehere

(ThestacksandtheirwivesplusKelvin'sparents).

Wegotinandstoodweretheyweresittinginthe

lounge.

Ayola:"nasimelaningahlali."

-whyareyounotsittingdown.

Nobuntu:"shejustsaid.Whyaretheystandingw...."

Mike:"ndasivaisiXhosaNobuntu."

-icanhearisiXhosaNobuntu.



Welaughed.Kelvin'smotheralwaysdoesthatto

himit'sfunny.

Ayabonga:"whyareyoustanding?"

Me:"asisonguEyodwa."

-isn'titEyodwa.

Theyalllaughedbyjusthearinghername.

Cage:"uthengeeyiphiiphonenorh?"

-whichphonedidshebuy.

Us:"SamsungFold."

Sekani:"undicazekuzezayeqalaubanayo

phone.wanguChumanieclass.in."



-shemademelaughwhenChumanicalledherin

theclasswhenitwasbrandnew.

Ntlakanipho:"saylonlamthanauyewaykhupaphone

yakhewayvulawajongaphone.lwangubani

waphindawaygobawaycola."

-sheiscrazyshetookoutherphoneandopenedit,

shelookedatwhoiscallingbeforefoldingand

answeringthecall.

Wealllaughed.

Kelvin:"unalaRadebeamthandayo."

-thanthereisRadebethatsheloves.

Wealllaughed.

Them:"wewanttohearwhatshedidtoday."



Me:"akasiselisangabottleyonkeyeKamfur."

-didn'tshemakeusdrinkthewholebottleofKamfur.

Them:"uthenii."

-shewhat?

Theyburstintolaugher.Theywereevencrying.

Snakes:"mxmnaxokaEyodwasozeendzelonto."

-youguysarelyingEyodwawouldneverdothat.

Tailor:"sheistooinnocent."

Welaughed

Us:"hee."



Me:"mamazukeuyephakumbonebazikhonatoilet

paperna."

-momyoushouldgotomyhouseandseeifyouwill

findtoiletpapers.

Theylaughedmore.

Nobuntu:"IneedtoseethisEyodwagirl."

Welaughed.

Ayabonga,ZimiandThando:"nam"

-metoo

Welaughed.



Nizi:"didn'tyouseeherkuzebeyothathiMaliku

KelvinNobuntu?"

-didn'tyouseeherwhenshewenttofetchmoney

fromKelvinNobuntu?

Sheshookherhead.

Kelvin:"zabengekhongalamini."

-theywerenotathomethatday

Ayola:"undiicazangokuephumauthiiakakwazi

hlalaforiti."

-shememadelaughwhenshegotoutsayingshe

can'tstayfortea.

Welaughed.

Cage:"saylonnyanileya."



-shereallyiscrazy.

Lethabo:"uthekumephumeesithizozanemedical

billemsebenziniwam."

-shesaidtomegettingoutthatshewillbringthe

medicalbilltothehospital.

Welaughed.

Mike:"Ineedtoseeher."

Siya:"whydidsheprankyoutoday?"

Me:"sosiyesayomthathakubabephumele

kokwabonamhlanje..."

-wewenttofetchhertodaysincewentstraight

hometoday...



Thando:"nifundanonke."

-youalllearntogether?

Us:"aanoChumani/Mna."

-nowithme/Chumani

Shenodded.

Nizi:"awunalungelolomphazamisaxaethetha...."

-youdon'thavetherighttotalkwhileheisspeaking

.....

Us:"Ndoniqaonelolungelo."

-ndonihastheright.

Wealllaughed.



Nobuntu,Zimi,AyabonganoThando:"nowI

seriouslyhavetoseeher."

Welaughed

Nizi:"Iwillinviteherfordinnersomedayafterour

trip."

Me:"pleasewhatevershewilldocelaningathiNani

nafunaayenzekuniandningabinoMonaNani

majitaAndifunikwamtukwindluyamkleholide."

-pleasedon'tsayyouwantittoanddon'tbejealous

alsoyougents.Idon'twantanybodyinmyhouse.

Mybro'slaughed.

Them:"whatwillshedo."



Mybro's:"ya..."

Me:"aasanubaxelelafunababenomona."

-nodon'ttellthemIwantthemtobejealous.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"it'snotlikezohlalanaye."

-youwillleavewithher.

Ilookedathim.Everyonelaughed.

Me:"bayahambabonkekokwabozohlalayedwa

latewena."

-herfamilyisgoingshewillbeallalone.

Ismirkedeveryonelaughed.



Ntlakanipho:"anidyoli."

-youguysarenotevendating.

Them:"anidyoli?"

-youain'tdating

Inodded.Wealllaughed.

SnakesandTT:"youwerestilltellinguswhat

happened."

Welaughed.

Me:"haimarnsafikhamocphakum.Wahamba

wayoyenzakutyasayotyakenathixasisithi

samncomagruuizusubalekasayaeztoiletxasim

buzafakenton'saphindasonkesayatoilet.



Xasimbuzabafakenton'wakhupabottleyeKamfur

kutshiyekepiecebecifanbangamanzi."

-wegottomyhouseandshewenttomakefood.

Wewenttoeataswewerecomplementingherour

stomachswentgru.Wewenttothetoiletandall

whenweaskedherwhatsheputinourfoodshe

tookoutabottleofKamfurshethoughtthatit's

water.

BythetimeI'mdoneeveryoneislaughing.

Them:"urytaniclean.ezusuezi."

-sheisrightsheisjustcleaningyourstomachs.

Welaughed.

.

.

.
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Chumani

Weatedinnerandwewentoutsideonlytheguys



theladiesarecatchingupoverwine.

Siya:"oohbythewayyouguyshavetohijackcars.6

ofthembytheendofnextweek."

Kelvin'sparentsknowwearegangsters.Apparently

Mikewasalsoagangster.Hewasalsotrainedby

Scott.ButhestoppedrightafterKelvinwasborn.

HealsodoesheistswiththeStackshereandthere

justtoenjoythegoodlife.

Me:"whereexactly?"

Mike:"therewillbeapartyhostedbyoneofthe

gangsters.It'sadangerousjobbutwetrustyou

guystopullthrough."



Sekani:"butthereisonly4ofusandweneed6

cars."

Them:"youguyswillfigureitout.Youknowwedon't

wantabiggercirclesoyouhavetofigureitout."

Ntlakanipho:"wewillneedthedetailsoftheparty.

Howmanyguardswillbethereandall."

Tailor:"wewillsendthemtoyoubeforewego

tommorowmorning."

Wenodded.Thiswillbeahardtask.

Kelvin:"wearetalkingaboutgangstersheresurely

theircarshavetrackersplacedsomewherenotat

theusualspotwheretheyare."



TT:"that'sforyouguystofigureoutwetaughtyou

well.Iknowyouwillpullthrough."

Mamber:"plusyouwillbegetting20millionfromthe

buyers."

Wesmiled.

Us:"itwillbeoursright?"

Theysmirked.

Me:"I'mtakingNdonitoStTropezDon'tget

confusedI'mtalkingabouttheoneinFrancefor

mcelabelimedilam."

-askhertobemygirlfriend.

Wealllaughed.



Them:"youarewhipped."

Welaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Eyodwa

Iwokeupandmybrothersarealreadygone.I'm

actuallyplanningtolivewithChumanithis2week

holiday.



Septemberholidaysareusually1weekbutwe

won'tbegoingtoschoolnextweekso2week

holiday.

AndIwanttocreatememoriesthisholidaywith

Chumani.Iwantittobethebestholidayever.

Iwantustodocrazythingstogether.Wejust

finishedourlastpaperwhichisMathematics.

Itwasagreatpapercauseienjoyedeverything.The

paperwasflawing.Ilovedit.

Ntlakanipho:"I'mhostingapensdownpartytodayI

willsendyouallthedetailsinourWhatsAppgroup."

Hesaidtotheclass.



Class:"ndipha."

-iwillbethere.

Wealllaughed.Theteacherhadalreadyrantothe

officeapparentlyherdaughterwasinanaccident.

Sham.

Kelvin:"let'sgobuymeatandboozelotsofbooze."

Sekani:"alsolotsofmeat."

Hesaideyeingme.Welaughed.

Chumani:"let'sgowewillfollowbehindnoNdoni."

Weallwalkedtohiscar.Mybagfortheholidayis

alreadyinhiscar.Iknowsifastbutit'slifeyouhave

toliveittothefullest.



Chumani:"yazilemphahlaizohlalaphakumke."

-youknowthoseclotheswillstayatmyhouse.

Iwastheonedriving.Welaughed.

Me:"yagula."

-youaremad.

Him:"it'snotlikeawuzothengaezinye."

-youwillbuynewones.

Welaughed.

Me:"Idon'thavemoneytoplaywith."

Him:"ngubaniiowyakho?"



-whoisyourboyfriend?

Ilookedathimsmirking.Healsosmirked.He

placedhishandontopofmyhandasitwasontop

ofthegear.

Wegottothemallatthesametimeasmybro's.

Theywerealsodrivingtheirowncars.

Me:"let'sfirstchance.Whowillallowschoolkidsin

aliquorstore."

Wealltookoutclothesfromthecarswecame

using.WewenttoKFCtochange.

Igotoutlast.

Chumani:"youtookyourtimehey."



Me:"I'magirlduuh."

WeChuckled.Wewentbacktothecarstoplacethe

uniformtherebeforegoingtobuylotsandlotsof

meat.Wealsobought2trolleysfullofalcohol.

Itwasdifferentkindsofalcohol.MeandChumani

wenttohiscribwhiletheotherswentto

Ntlakanipho's.Ijustwanttodropmyclothesand

takemyDJingequipment.

Chumani:"canyoupleasemakemesomethinglight

toeatbeforewego."

Thetimewas1pm.Thepartywillstartat6pm.

Me:"takeoutsomethingformetowearsolong."



Hepeckedmylipsbeforegoingupstairswithmy

suitcase.Imadeburgersforus.11ifitwasa

differentdaythanitwouldhavebeen22.

Hecamebackdownstairsonlywearinghissummer

short.Hewasshirtless.Iwasdroolingoverthesexy

dudeinfrontofme.

Him:"takeapicturetheylastlonger."

Welaughed.Hesatdown.Iwenttotakewarm

waterinacontainer.Ikneeledinfrontofhimand

washedhishands.

Hewasallsmiley.Ilookedathimandsmiled.When

IwasdoneIdisposedthewaterinthesink,washed

myhandsthanwalkedbackwithourfood.



Him:"thankyou."

Inodded.

Him:"mymomandherfriendsbasicallyo'makazi

bambafunaukubona."

-myaunt'swantstoseeyou.

Ilookedathimshocked.

Him:"theyareharmless.Ubabonilekuzeuyoceli

Malizakhomoc.Qakhukhoabanyenaboabafazi

bezagrootiezasiyekuwenazo."

-yousawthemwhenyouwenttoaskforyour

money.Butthereisothers.Theyarewife'softhe

gentlemenwecametoseeyouwith.

Me:"bazothiniundibonakwam?"



-whatwilltheysaywhentheyseeme?

Helaughed.

Him:"bafunukwaziklkalwayssathethangawe."

-theywanttoseeyouwealwaystalkaboutyou.

Inodded.Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Him:"zozamoc?"

-youwillcome?

Me:"yeahndizoya."

-yesIwillgo.

Isaidsmiling.Hekneeleddowninfrontofmeand

wekissed.



Hecarriedmetothebedroomwithoutbreakingthe

kiss.Webothstripednakedstillkissing.Wewalked

totheshower.

Heplacedmedown.Hiscockwasrubbingmynunu

allthistime.

Him:"let'stakeashowersothatwecango."

Wekissedbeforetakingashowersinginglikewe

alwaysdo.

Wegotoutandwenttolotion.Wewerewearing

matchingoutfits.Whitet-shirtsanddenimjeans

withwhiteairforces.

Him:"makeup?"



Me:"I'mnotafan."

Him:"good.Andiwathandilamadakanoskebengu

NtombikunobaubenguBeyonce."

-idon'tlikethatmudyoucanratherbentombithan

beingBeyonce.

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmphambene."

-youcrazy.

Heheldmywaistfrombehindandkissedandbite

myneck.

Him:"aboutyou.Ifyouweren'tdarkIwasgoingto

leavelovebitesalloveryourbody."



Welaughed.

Me:"thankGodI'mblack."

Welaughed.Iwalkedawaytotakemyequipment

hespankedmysmallass.

Me:"ouch."

Isaidgiggling.Hechuckled.Wewalkedoutwentto

Ntlakanipho'scrib.Itwas2pmnow.Wewalkedin

handinhand.

Theywhistledwekissed.

Them:"hainiyabatyazangoku."

-youareoutoflinenow.



Welaughedbreakingthekiss.

Chumani:"what'slefttodonow?"

Them:"nothing.Sesizibasilenenkuni."

-wehavealreadylightenupthewoods.

Me:"noneedforsalads.Theywillbejustawaste."

Them:"duhsayazi."

-weknow.

Theyrolledtheireyes.Welaughed.Isetupmy

equipment.Thearespeakersinsideandoutsideof

thehouse.



Wehiredaguardtostandbythestairs.Theydon't

wantpeoplegoingupstairs.Thereisatoilet

downstairs.

Itwas8pmnowandtheplacewasalreadypacked.

ThemusicwasalsoflawingIwasplayingmythings.

Andeveryonewaslovingitlikeexpected.By11pmI

wastiredIjustplayedcontinuesmusic.Iwanttosit

withmybro's.

Me:"Ineedtodrinknow."

Itookabottleofsealedtanqueray.

Chumani:"mnikeintoyodashaKelvin."

-givehersomethingtodashwithKelvin.



Me:"aandigrnd."

-noI'mgood.

TheylookedatmeIjustsmiled.

Istarteddrinkingfromthebottle.Wewerechatting

andlaughing.Thealcoholstartedkickingin.We

werealldranknow.

Chumani:"andiyaziguyswhyNdoniengadeandi

plite."

-idon'tknowwhyNdonidoesn'tapproachedme.

Kelvin:"naweslownjayambazomthathake."

-youarealsoslowtheywilltakeher.

T.O.:"tch."



Me:"uphiRadebeguysndimphendule."

-whereisRadebesothatIcananswerhim.

Sekani:"nankulaphacamkwako."

-heisrightnexttoyou.

Me:"youknowI'mgettingtoknowyoufromthe

insideout.ButIwillapproachyousoondon't

worry."

Isaidsippingmytanqueray.

Him:"ithasbeenalongtimeofmewaitingpatiently

foryou.Iloveyouokay."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Istoodup.



Him:"whereareyougoingsthandwasam."

Me:"Ineedtousethetoilet."

Henodded.Istoodupbalancingwiththewalls.

Sekanicameandaccompaniedmetothetoilet

upstairs.

Ifelflikevomiting.

Me:"canyoupleaseholdmyhairbackIneedto

vomit."

Hedidastold.Vomitedinthesinkandthanrinsed

mymouth.Bendigabakabuhlungu.

Me:"I'mneverdrinkingalcoholagain."



Isaidcrying.Hewipedmytearsbeforehuggingme.

Me:"I'mneverdrinkingagain."

IattemptedtoWalkbutstopandwenttolookat

myselfonthemirror.

Icried.

Sekani:"what'swrong?"

Me:"funuRadebewamumna."

-iwantmyRadebe.

Icriedmorelookingatmyselfonthemirror.



Sekani:"Iwillgoandfetchhimsunxama."

-wait

Hewasalsodrunk.Inodded.Ashewalkedout

Chumanigotin.Ihuggedhim.

Me:"whyundishiyilemhh?"

-whydidyouleaveme?

Chumani:"I'mherenow."

Me:"hambakecauseandisakufuniinfactit'sover."

-gocauseIdon'twantyouanymore....

Hewalkedtowardsthedoor.Icriedmorehecame

tohugmeagain.



Me:"yourleavingmeagainhowcanyoubeso

Irresponsible."

Chumani:"butyousaidit'sover."

Ilaughedplayingwithhisnose.

Me:"Iwasjustjokingokay.Iwouldneverdothat.I

mustsayyournoselookscute.Ourfirstborn

shouldhaveit."

Iplayedwithitgiggling.Healsolaughed.

Him:"Iwillgofixthebedforyou."

Icried.

Him:"what'swrong."



Me:"Iwanttosleepinyourarms."

Wewalkedoutandiblackedoutonourwaytothe

room.IwokeupandIwasinChumani'spjama's.

Myheadachewasonanotherlevel.Thisisthe

worstheadacheever.Ilookedbesidesmeand

Chumaniwasstillsleeping.

Iwakeddownstairswearingagownontopand

sleepers.Igottothefridgeandtherewasnothing.

Everyoneateeverythingyesterdayfuck.I'Mso

fuckenhungryandIneedpills.ItookChumani'scar

keysanddrovetothemallstillinpjama's.

IwalkedoutandeveryonewasstartingatmeI

didn'tcare.Iwasalsowearingapantyhoseonmy



head.

Iwalkedtomuggandbean.Everyonelookedatme

asIsteppedinside.

Me:"nevermindmeIknowthatI'mcrazy.Justthat

mybrothersfinishedfoodyesterdaysoIwokeup

hungrywabesithmuggandbeanIzaKumNam

ndakbawela."

-muggandbeanwascometomeI'malsocraving

foryou.

Everyoneburstedintolaugher.

.

.

.
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Aftergettingmyorder.Iwalkedtoshopritesincei

wanntedgrandpa.peoplewerealsolookingatme

there.ibought10ofthem.

IwentbacktoNtlakanipho'scribtheywereall

sittingatthefrontwithanemptybottleofcold



water.

chumani:"ialmostsentthenavytosearchforyou."

me:"iwenttogetthese.sincetherewasn'tanyfood

left."

igavethemthegrandpa's.ihadalreadytakenmine

inthecar.

theyalllookedatmelikei'mcrazy.

me:"what?"

them:"didyougotothemalllookinglikethat?"

theysaidbitingtheirmuffins.



me:"yeah.Akhontiwrongomoc?"

-thereisnothingwrong

chumani:"nayonepantyhose"

-withthepantyhoseaswell?

me:"yeah"

welaughed.

kelvin:"shereallyiscrazy."

me:"thereisnothingwrongheretheseareclothes

aswellweallwearpjama'ssowhat?"

chumani:"thankgodtheyarebigyounotshowing



anythingthatbelongstome."

sekani:"yuuhzolobekumnandimajitaniphiesithi

i'mneverdrinkingalcoholagain."

-yesterdayitwascoolwherewereyouwhenshe

said.......

weburstedintolaughter.

me:"mxmnaxokanotumna."

-youlyingnotme.

chumani:"uthekummynoseiscute"

welaughedmore.

chumani:"gqibakwakewandilahlawathisheisjust

jokingekhalakephoff."



-shethandumpedmethanshesaidsheisjoking

shewasevencrying.

welaughed.

me:"mxmyouallarelyingnowiwouldneversay

thosethings."

ntla:"cazekuzebezisithizathandanandaqondba

kumnandikwalovedepartment."

-theymademelaughwhentheysaidtheyloveeach

otheriknewrighttherethatitiscoolinthelove

department.

lateronaftercleaningandbuyingfoodforntlawe

allwentourseprateways.

wewon'tbegoingouttodaybutwewilltommorow.

wegottothecrib,meandchumani.



chumani:"cuddleandwatchamovie?"

inoddedsmilinglikeachildthathasbeengiven

candy.

wewatchedmostlyromanticmovies.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

chumani

afterwatchingmovieswefallasleep.ndonihas

beenturningforthepasthour.



iwokeandlookedather.shehadherhandsonher

stomache.iopenedthewholeblanket.

therewasbloodeverywherethatexplainsitsheis

onherperiods.

reasonwhyi'mnotpanickingisbecausei'musedto

this.whennkanyezistartedherfirstperiodNiziwas

notathome.soihadtotellwhatiknow.

iworemygowntookmycarkeysanddrovetothe

nearestgarage.iboughtthepadsthandroveback

home.

thetimeis3amincaseyouarewondering.imade

bubblebathforher.wheniwasdoneiwanttowake

herup.



me:"Ndonivuka"

-ndoniwakeup.

her:"mhhh"

shewasinpain.

me:"vukauzovasakebenolalamylove.'

-wakeupsothatyoucantakeabath.

her:"mmsususamsibuhlungumarn."

-mystomacheissore

me:"periodpains.vuka."

shedidn't.itookherandshewasstillholdingher

stomache.



her:"whyuthimandivuke."

-whydidyousayimustwakeup?

me:"youareonyourperiods."

shelookeddownembarrassed.iplacedheronthe

toiletseatandstrippedhernaked.

me:"idontseewhyyouareembarrassedaboutyour

periods."

shewasavoidingeyecontact.

me:"heylookatme."

shewasalreadyinthewater.imadeherlookatme.



me:"idontknowwhyyouembarressed.i'mhereto

takecareofyou.youalwaystakecareofmejustlet

metakecareofyouthisonce.okay?"

isaidkissingher.shenodded.iwashedhereven

thoughshewasalittlebitshyshewaslooking

downallthistime.

afterwashingher,ilotionedher.itookoutoneof

herunderwearssothaticanputinthepadforher.

her:"yekeiwilldoitmyself."

ididntletherbeididitforher.afterthatimadeher

wearawarmpjama's.itookherandplacedheron

thecouchitookthesheetsandthepjamabottoms

ofthedirtypjama's.



shestoodattemptingtotakethedirtystuff.

me:"yekajustsitthereandchilliwillbetakingcare

ofyoutodayokay?"

shenodded.itookthethingsdownstairs.iplaced

theminthewashingmachine.afterwashingthemi

hangedthemoutside.iwalkedbackinandwent

upstairstoourroom.

shewassleepingonthecouchwithablanketon

topofher.itookoutnewsheetsandmadethebed.

wheniwasdoneitookherfromthecouchandwe

cuddledtosleepagain.

morningcameandshewasstillsleeping.itooka

showerdideverythingineededtodo.iwalked

downstairstomakebreakfastforher.



iwalkedbackupastairswithafarmhousebreakfast

andhotchocolate.iwalkedbackupastairs.

shewasstillsleeping.ikissedheralloverhercute

face.shemoaned.

me:"youhavetotakeashowerbabyrememberyou

areonyourperiods."

sheopenedhereyes.shelookedbetterthaninthe

earlyhours.

her:"hey."

me:"howyoufeelingtoday."

her:"muchbetter.ionlygetperiodpainsoncein

those3days."



me:"noted."

welaughed.greatthingsheislaughing.

me:"gotakeashowersothatyoucanhave

breakfast."

shestoodupandwalkedtothebathroom.imade

thebedsolong.shecameouttolotionwhenshe

wasdonewearingherclothesshecametositnext

tomeonthecouch.

ifedher,herfoodandshedrankthehotchocolate.

me:"wewillbemeetingtheguysatKFCbefore

goingtothechisanyamaforchillaz."



her:"letsgowedontwantthemcomplainingdowe."

welaughed.wewalkedouttothecar.wedroveoff.

me:"tommorowi'mtakingyououtngacifanba

ndikusakocrispy(potatoechipsplace)njengalama

owyakho."

-dontthinki'mtakingyoutocrispylikeyour

boyfriends.

weburstedintolaughter.

her:"mxm."

wegottoKFC.wespottedtheguysnearthe

window.

us:"majita"



iwasbrohuggingthemwhileshewashugging

them.

sekani:"bucket?"

wenodded.hewalkedtogoandorder.

ntlakanipho:"sisayachisanyamamoc?'

-arewestillgoingtothechisanyama.

us:"nakanjani."

welaughed.sekanicamebackwiththemeat.

ndoni:"ongawafuniyoamafeleawasaphakum."

-ifyoudon'twanttheskingiveittome



weburstedintolaugher.

westartedeatinghavingachatlaughingasalways.

ndonicalledthewaiter.

her:"howcanihelpyou?"

ndoni:"aniwathengisiamafele?"

-dontyousellskin?

iguessshewasloudenoughcauseeveryone

laughed.

waiter:"aasis"

-no



shesaidlaughing.

ndoni:"haikeongawafuniyozazenawoaphakum."

-ifyoudontwantthemgivethemtome.

weallburstedintolaughter.somewereevenin

tearsfromcrying.

meandmybro's:"dontembarrassus."

welaughed.

.

.

.

.

.
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Chumani

Wewereatthechisanyamanow.It'ssorelaxing

here.It'saSundayafternoon.

Ntla:"tommorowweshouldmeetatthewarehouse.

Weneedastrategyforthemission."



Ndoni:"yeahwecan'taffordgettingcaught."

Welookedather.Shewastalkingrandomlycause

sheiscluelessinwhatwearetalkingabout.

Welaughedather.

Kelvin:"youfullofjoke'sbutwecoulddiehere."

Ndoni:"moneyheistagain?"

Weshookourheads.

Sekani:"spin.amottoeziy6."

-hijacking6cars.



Shecountedususingherfingers.

Her:"buttheisonly5ofus."

Welookedather.

Her:"4Imean."

Welaughedshecanbecrazywhenshewantsto.

Me:"weneedastrongplanbutwewilldiscuss

everythingtommorowhowthisshitwillworkout."

Theyallnodded.

Me:"v'tsekndoni."



Welaughed.Wecontinueddrinkingnotsomething

strong.

Weevendancedabit.Atmidnightweallwentour

separateways.

WecuddledtosleepwithMyFlower.Wewokeupat

10.Wearestillgoingtothedinnertoday.

Her:"goodmorning."

Me:"morninghowdidyousleepmylove."

Wewerestillsittinginbed.Shehadherheadontop

ofmychest.

Her:"likeababyasalways."



Wekissed.

Me:"let'stakeabathsothatwecangoshopping,

warehouseandthantoourdinner."

Her:"butIdon'thaveclothes."

Me:"that'swhyIsaidshopping."

WeChuckled.Wewalkedtothebathroomandtook

abathtogether.

Her:"kuphalomnwewakhoumdekum."

-takethislongfingerofyoursoutofme.

Shemoaned.Iwasfingerfuckingher.Islippedin

thesecondfingerbeforeuppingmypace.



Her:"Chumani."

Shewasloosingherbreathslowly.Shealways

does.Iwonderhowshewillbewhenwedoingthe

realthing.Ican'twait.

Itookthemoutbeforelickingthem.Ialwaysdothat.

Wegotdonewewalkeddownstairs.

Me:"shouldwestartbythesalonorshoppingfirst."

Her:"salon."

Inodded.Westartedatthesalon.Shetookofher

braidsandstyledherAftro.ShewassobeautifulI

mustsay.

Itrimmedmyfadeabit.



Me:"yazibobamhlekwakofunekeyekelennto

yakhoyofakelamarn."

-seehowbeautifulyouare.Youmuststopdoing

thesethingsandstaywithyournaturalhair.

Isaidpattingherafrocarefully.Shegiggled.Igave

herapeckbeforewedroveofftothemall.

WestartedatWimpyforbreakfast.

Her:"sowhereareyoutakingmeoutto?"

Sheaskedsmiling.Iknowthatsmile.Itmakesyou

confesseverythingbutnottoday.

Me:"thatsmileofyourswon'tworktodayyouwill

seetonight."



Isaidkissingherhandbeforefeedingherthe

sausageonherplate.

Her:"that'snotfair."

Shesulked.

Me:"itismylove.Butyouwilllovetheplacetrust

me."

Ikissedherhandagainbeforegivingitasqueeze.

Afterweweredonewewalkedtotheboutiques

around.

Shepickedawhitepowersuitbutnottrousersshe

pickedshorts.Ijustboughtblackchinopantswith

blackpoloneckandablackblazer.



Wewenttothewarehouseandtheguyswere

alreadyplayingFIFA20.

Ndoni:"xakungenathinafunekenimeklktchini."

-whenwegetinyoumuststand.

Wealllaughed.

Sekani:"youshouldalwayslookthatway."

Shedidalittletwirl.Welaughedwhistling.

Kelvin:"ifandifumanimtubynextweekthanndiya

yekasametime.Hitandrunqakengoku."

-ifIdon'tfindagirlfriendbynextweekI'mdone.I

Willjustdohitandrun.



Us:"nam."

-metoo.

Weallsaidasaunion.Theylookedatmeand

Ndoni.Wealllaughed.

Sekani:"niphambenenina."

-youguysarecrazy

Me:"ngantonii?"

-aboutwhat?

Ntlakanipho:"whyain'tyoudating.Evenablind

personcanseethatyoutwoweremeanttobe

together."

Kelvin:"tch."



IlookedatNdonishealsolookedatme.Wewere

notsmilingjustlookingateachotherseyeswith

breakingtheeyecontact.

Isawloveandaffectioninhereyes.Ireallydolove

her.Justhappythattonightishappening.

Webothsmiledatthesametimebeforehugging.I

kissedherforehead.

Kelvin:"I'mdefinitelypostingthis."

Hesaidlookingathisphone.Theywerealllooking

attheirphones.

NtlakaniphoandSekani:"metoo."

Sekani:"lookatmyrecentpost."



Itookoutmyphoneandlookedathisrecentpostit

wasarecentpictureofmeandNdonilookingat

eachandanotheronewherewearehuggingwith

mekissingherforehead.

Thecaptionwas"theymightbothdenyitbutthe

sparkbetweenthemcan'tbemissed.ThisiswhatI

calltruelove."

Thepicturehad1klikes200commentsand199

sharesalready.Somewheresayingtheywanta

relationshiplikethis.

Wearetheirfavoritecouple.

Sekani:"somanysharelikesandcomments.Iwill

bepromotingmyaccountswithyouguys."



Wealllaughed.

Ndoni:"whataboutthepeoplesendingmetextswill

youanswerthem?"

Welaughedoutloud.

Ntlakanipho:"weallknowthatChumaniisnota

smilingpersonbutnowthatsheisinhislifehe

does.Notonlyhimbuthisfriendstoo.Thespark

can'tbemissednyani.Itwassharedklagroup

yeschoolkafenge."

-intheschoolspublicgroupinFacebook.

Kelvin:"somearewishingforyourkindof

relationshipIthinkyouguysshouldpostavideo.Or

golive."

Me:"butIdidpostthatvideofromBotswana."



Ididanditalsowentviralgirlswishingtheyhad

boyfriendsthatcouldsingforthem.

Ntlakanipho:"enyeklkjustnjebonereaction

zabanthu."

-anotheronejusttoseepeoplesreactions.

Wesulked.Theymadeussitdown.

Ndoni:"let'sjusttakepicturesIpromisewewillpost

avideotonight."

Me:"yeahpluswearegoingoutonadinnersowe

willtakeavideothere."

Them:"mxm."



Welaughed.Westartedplanningthehijacking.

Sekani:"basicallykuzobakhoguardsaroundthe

club.Parkinglottherewillbe20guards."

-therewillbe

Ntlakanipho:"andthecarsthatwehavetotakeare

theonesmostlyguarded."

Me:"sincetheyaredoinghumantrafficking."

Kelvin:"wewillbebasicallysavingthegirlstoo."

Ndoni:"thecarsareallbulletproofmoc?"

Wenoddedcuriousinwhatshewillbesaying.



Ndoni:"simplewehackthecarssothatwecanget

in.Wewillbeactinglikedrunkardscomingoutfrom

theclub.ShoottheguardsspeedofftopointA

wherewewillbetakingoutthetrackersthanpointB

herewerewewillbemeetingthebuyer.Sincewe

willbeneeding6cars.2ofyouwillhooktheother

caratbackandspeedoff.Idon'tknowhowbut

that'stheonlywaywecangetthe6thcar."

Shewasseriouswearinghereyeglassesdrawing

upontheboard.Weallsmirkedlookingather.

Her:"what?"

Shelookedatus.Wewerestillsmirking.

Us:"greatplanwow."

Weallhuggedher.Shegiggled.



Sekani:"Thursdaywearedoingthis."

Kelvin:"IwilllookforpointAsolong."

Me:"justknowthatthisisyourlastheistNdoni."

Shelookedatme.

Her:"I'mnotpromisingathing."

Me:"Eyodwandoni"

Isaidfirmly.

Her:"seehedemandedmetodosomething.He

didn'tevenaskandmystupidheartobeyshim."



Shesaidlaughingandwelaughed.Igavehera

peck.

Kelvin:"mxmezi."

Welaughed.WechilledplayingPSsingingandall.

MeandEyodwawenttothehousetofreshenup.

Weworetheclotheswebought.Shewaswearing

sandlcandIcarvela.

Me:"youknowyougotbigboobsbutyouwantto

wearthat.Iphilavestyakhomnyama."

-whereisthatblackvestofyours.

Shedidn'twearanythingunderneathbutthose

plasticbra's(seethrough)andherboobswereout



toplayandtheyarebig.Nazazimocezasuitzenu.

Her:"why."

Me:"myassetsareouttoplay."

Isulked.Shekissedme.

Her:"pholalet'sgo."

Shepulledmyhandshewasgorgeous.Hersmall

aswasalsoout.Tsiimadoda.AllIseeisagoddess

whenIseeher.

Idrovetotherestaurant.It'sAuntThando's

restaurant.Itisagreatplace.Tailordidwellhere.

Hesurprisedheronherbirthday.



Me:"thisismyaunt'splaceyouwillseeherwhen

yougotomyhousefordinner."

Isaidwalkinghandinhandwithher.

Her:"herplaceisgreatcan'tbelieveablackwoman

ownsthisplace."

Me:"youbetterbelieveit."

Isaidkissinghercheek.

Waiter:"PlaatjiesJr."

TheyallknowmeheresinceIalwayshangout

aroundherewhenIhavetimetoo.

Me:"Musa"



Webrohugged.

Him:"Iseeyougotyourselfadarkbeauty."

Eyodwasmiled.

Me:"yandaziklkta."

-youknowmeman.

Welaughed.

Him:"letmetakeyoutoyourtable."

Hetookustoourtable.Itwasfullherewithmostly

blackpeopleasalways.Ilikeitwhenotherblack

peoplesupporteachother.



Ndoni:"Ilovethisplacealreadyblackpeople

supporteachotherhere."

Me:"Iguesswearethinkingaboutthesamething."

Welaughed.Ipulledachairforher.Musacame

withthemenus.

Me:"mindtakingpicturesofmeandmygirlndaku

celata."

-pleaseman.

Hetookthephoneandtookbeautifulpicturesofme

andmywife.Ipostedthepictures.Wesatdown

afterplacingourorders.

Me:"Ijustsawthemostbeautifulgirl."



ShewashurtbywhatIsaidcauseIwaswondering

around.

Her:"uphii?"

-where

Shesaidalsolookingaround.

Me:"jongenxele.Ungajump.isi."

-lookatyourleft.Don'tlookfast.

Shelookedslowlytotheleftonlytobemetbya

mirror.Shelookedforalongtimeatthemirror

beforesheactuallyrealizedthatwastalkingabout

her.

Shesmiledandhereyessparkled.Thediamond



earringsshehadonmadethemsparkmore.

Sheturnedtolookatmeandwesmiledateach

other.

Me:"youreallyarebeautifulneverforgetthat."

Shehadatearinhereyeandshewipedit.

Her:"thankyousomuch.Youalsodolook

handsome."

Ismirkedandwelaughed.Ourstarterscame.We

willbeeatinga3coursemeal.

Me:"youwillneverwearlikethatagain.Ishouldlook

foracloth."



Welaughed.

Her:"phambene."

-youcrazy.

Me:"uthini?"

-whatdidyousay?

Shelaughed.

Her:"Xoloklkyuuh.Idon'twanttodie."

-i'msorry.

Ilaughed.

Me:"atleastawuzobebulewengomnyeumtu

zobulawandim."



-youwillnotgetkilledbyanyoneelsebutme.

Welaughedormaincoursecame.

Her:"ubeungubaniwena."

-andwhoareyou?

GoodthingsheaskedIdidn'tknowhowIwasgoing

toapproachherproperly.Ialwaysgetnervous

whenI'maroundher.

Me:"that'sthereasonwhyweareheretonight.

JongaEyodwandoniLangandakthandaandkudala

ndikuthanda.Kamnandinaweyabonabandinjani

xandihlelinawe.Ndayaziwawuthefuninyanga

kuzekwazidyolanomnyeumtubutdikiweumna

ngokuzamileukuLindagqaandisakwaziiNgapha

kokondifunabelimedilamfunauthiumnawena.

Wonkeumtuyabonabasathandagqafunaibe

Officialngoku.Dikiwekubuzwabasadyolanandithi



hai.Funaukubonisauthandangayoyonkeindla

endikwaziingayonotlantosiyenzayo.Ndakucela

sthandwasamubengowam.NdakuthandaNdoni

yam.CelavumeRadebewakho?"

-lookEyodwandoniLangaIloveyouandit'sbeena

longtimesinceIhavelovedyou.YoualsoseehowI

amaroundyou.Iknowyouoncesaidyouwantto

takeabreakforamonthbeforedatinganyoneelse

butican'tanymoreIwantyoutobemygirlfriendI

wanttobeknownasyours.Everyoneseesthatwe

loveeachotherbutIwantustobeofficialnow.Sick

andtiredofbeingaskedifwearedatingandIhave

tosayno.IwanttoshowyouloveineverywayI

cannotwhatwearedoingnow.Pleasemylovebe

mine.IloveyouMyNdoni.Canyoupleaseplease

sayyestoyourRadebe.

SundaybluesbyLangaMavusaplayed.

Me:"StormySundayBlues

Rollingaroundtheroom



Youseemtohideyoursmiles

WithdiamondcolouredHughes

Andbaby,Iwantmylovewithyou

Youshouldbeherenowhereelsebuthere(Isang

placingmyhandonmychestontheleftside)

Therainkeepsfalling

Youshouldbeherenowhereelsebuthere

Therainkeepsfalling

Morningrosewithgloomand

Eyesaredarkandcolouredblue

Aravesunshineand

Promisethatiwillneverleaveyou

I'LLsaveyoufromtheheavyclouds

Causememoriesfade,face

AndiIwanttosharemylifewithyou

Youshouldbeherenowhereelsebuthere

Therainkeepsfalling



Youshouldbeherenowhereelsebuthere

Therainkeepsfalling

Lovedon'tleaveme

Lovedoneleaveme

Love,lovewon'tstay.

Won'tyoustay,won'tyoustaywithme

Staywithme,staywithmebaby

Staywithme,staywithme."

EveryoneclappedIlookedaroundandeveryone

waslisteningme.Sometakingavideo.Eyodwawas

evencrying.

Iwalkedtoherwereshewassitting.Ikneeled

beforeher.Iwipedhertearsbeforewekissed.

Crowd:"nco."



Wepulledout.Everyonemindtheirownbusiness

now.

Ndoni:"Iwouldliketobeyourgirlfriend."

Wekissed.

.
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Chumani:"Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Hekissedmyhands.

Him:"Iwillmarryyou1day."

Me:"can'twaittobeMrs.Plaatjies1day.Masambe

marnapha."

-let'sgonow.



Him:"awuyifunidesert?"

-don'tyouwantdesert?

Ishookmyhead.Hecalledthewaiterandpayedthe

bill.WegothomeandIpinnedhimagainstthedoor

andkissedhim.

Him:"aababyIdon'tthinkyourreadyforme."

Hesaidthroughthekiss.

Me:"Iam."

Him:"areyousure."

Inodded.



Him:"IneedwordsNdoniyam."

Me:"Iamsureowam."

Hesmiledbeforepinningmeagainstthewall.We

kissed.HeliftedmeupandIwrappedmylegs

aroundhiswaist.Andmyarmsaroundhisneck.

Hegrabbedmyasswith1handwhiletheplayswith

mytits.Hewalkedupstairs.

Hekickedthedooropenandsteppedinside.he

placedmecarefullyontopofthebedwithout

breakingthekiss.

Clotheswereflyingaroundtheroomnow.wewere

bothnaked.Heleftmylipswentformyneck.He

suckedit.Heliftmyneckandwenttomytits.



Hesuckedtheleftbreastwhiletheotherwas

playingwithmyrightbreast.Heleftlovebiteson

mybreast.

Hekissedmyclit.

Him:"todayyouwillbemeetingyourprince."

Hesaidkissingitbeforetakingmetocloudnine.He

muffedthelivingshitoutofme.Iwasmoaningon

topofmylungswhilepushinghisheadin.

IreachedmyclimaxIfeltmyorgamsbuildingup.I

releasedinhismouth.Helickedmedrybefore

comingtokissme.Hislipsweresour.

Radebemetmyentrance.Hetriedgettinginbut

couldn't.Hegroanedinfrustrated.



Heendedupentering.IjumpedAbitandhepulled

meagain.

Him:"vulaamehloNdoniyam."

-openyoureyesmyNdoni.

Iopenedmyeyesashewasthrustinginslowly.I

moanedasmywallswerebreaking.

Him:"fuckyourtightandwarm.IloveyouandIwill

alwaysloveyouokay?"

Inodded.

Him:"wordsNdoni."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."



Him:"thiswillhurtbutpleasebepatientwithme."

Me:"Iwillbe."

Him:"Don'tcloseyoureyes.Iwantyoutolookatme

throughout.Iloveyou."

Hegavemeapeckbeforethrustinginandout

again.Wewerekeepingeyecontactthroughout.I

wasstratchinghisback.

Itwaspainfulatfirstbutpleasurewasstartingto

kickin.Iwasenjoyingthis.Ourgroansandmoans

filledtheroom.

Heuppedhispace.Wewerestilllookingateach

other.Theconnectionwastomuchformyeyes.I

sawloveandaffectioninhiseyes.



Ifeltconnectedtohim.Mind,bodyandsoul.Ilove

himsomuch.Hecametokissme.

Webothcumatthesametime.Wewerebreathing

heavilyandhewasontopofmeasheavyashe

was.

Him:"thankyouforgivingmeyourpurityIloveyou

okay."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.SukaKumklk."

-getofme.

Hechuckledbeforegettingofmeandwenttothe

bathroomhecamebackwithatowel.Hewipedme

andtookmetothebathroom.Heplacedmeinthe

bathtub.Wanditswikilalamanzi.Ijumped.



Me:"hllaah."

Hechuckled.

Him:"hlalababyazobaryt."

-sittheywillbefine.

Isatdown.

Him:"Iwillbebacknow.Iwanttochangethe

sheets."

Inodded.Irelaxedinthebath.

Inthemorningwehadanothersteamyround.

Him:"Ilovehowtightyouare."



Hesaidbreathingheavilynexttome.Ismiled.

Him:"whatmadeyougivemeyourVirginitysoearly.

Ithoughtyouweregoingtowaitfor8mouthsor

something."

Hesaidbrushingmyhair.Iwaslayingontopofhis

chest.Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwasreadyforyou.ImeanIloveyousomuch.

Andmyheartwantedyoumore.Itdoesn'tmatterto

meforhowlongIshouldwait.Itrustyouwithmy

all.That'swhatmademegiveittoyouonthe5thof

September.Atthestartofourrelationship."

Isaidlookingathim.Hesmiledbeforekissingme.

Him:"let'sgotakeashower.Todaywearechillingin



door."

Wewenttotakeashowerandworesweatpantsand

avestonly.Wewalkeddownstairs.

Me:"whatareyouhavingforbreakfast."

Iwasalreadyinthekitchen.

Him:"fruitsalad.I'mnotthathungry."

Me:"whatdidyoueat."

Isaidmovingaroundthekitchenhewaswatching

me.

Him:"you."



Ilookedathimandhesmirked.Ilaughed.

Me:"mxm."

Him:"awubawelienyeroundbenohluta?"

-don'tyouwantanotherroundsothatIcanbefull.

Me:"tsayiwemypussyissoreaswes..."

Him:"uthinii?"

-whatdidyousay?

Hewasalreadypinningmeagainstthefridge.

Me:"yayaziimocnawendithethasa."

-youalsoknowIdon'tthinkbeforeIspeak.



Imoanedcausehewasfingerfuckingme.

Him:"stopdrivingmecrazy."

Hegroanedbeforelookingathiserection.

Him:"youwillhavetofixthis."

Hebitehislowerlip.Ismirked.

Me:"afterweateIpromise."

Heclosedhiseyesbeforetakingouthisfinger.He

lickedit.

Me:"yathandamuncananobontsimarnvasaezo



zandla."

-youlikelickingyourhandswashthosehands.

Hesmirkedandwenttositonthehighchairsagain.

Ilaughed.

Me:"mxm."

Istarteddoingthefruitsalad.

Him:"youdon'tunderstandumnandinxakiiyakho."

Hesaidplacinghisheadonhishand.

Me:"Iwouldberollingmyeyesrightnowbut

andikwazi."

-ican't.



Him:"zangeikhufundiselaowyakho."

-didn'tthatboyfriendofyourteachyou.

Ilookedathimandwelaughed.

Me:"sundiqala."

-don'tstartme.

Welaughed.

Him:"nazenzaintozodyolayerre."

-youdothingsofdating.

Me:"ngathethi."

-don'ttalk.



Him:"imbilaponi."

-thatdudewasugly.

Me:"umhletch."

-heisbeautiful.

Him:"sundixelelangeyellowboneumnahaihaihai

zimbiezawayfunekeubeyidarkchocolatenje

ngam."

-don'ttellmeaboutayellowbone.Theyareugly

youmustbedarkchocolatelikeme.

Me:"areyoutryingtosayNtlakaniphoumbi?"

-hisugly?

Him:"andiwancomiamajitababybuturytyena

yamfanelaubuyellowbone."

-idon'tcomplementmanbabybuthisalright.being



ayellowbonesuitshim.

Ilookedathimandwelaughed.

Me:"mahleamajitaamhlope."

-yellowboneguysarebeautiful.

Him:"kuwe."

-tooyou.

Welaughed.

Him:"norhtheni?Sundiqelasekutheningokusewu

ncomaamanyeamajita."

-andthanwhat?Don'tfuckwithmewhyare

complementingotherguys.



Welaughed.

Me:"youstartedit."

Him:"haykeowyakhogay."

-yourboyfriendisgay.

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iwilltakeyoutochurchpheleyonkelontomy

love."

Him:"andthatwon'tchangemedarling."

Hesoundedgay.

Me:"phinda."



-saythatagain.

IsaidholdingaJugfullofwater.Hestoodup

walkingback.

Him:"andthatwon'tchangemedarling."

Ichasedhimaroundthehousewiththejugofwater.

Wewerebothlaughing.

.
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Wewerenoweating.

Me:"youwillwashthoseclothes."

Myclotheswerewet.

Her:"ayizokwazi."

-itcan'tbe.



Me:"youmadethemwet."

Her:"yousoundedgay."

Me:"thisargumentisn'tgoinganywhere."

Her:"kakade."

Shetriedrollinghereyes.Welaughed.

Me:"soIwillbring2twowheelselfbalancing

scooter.Theonethatfallsfirstwhilehavetowash

thedishesandclothes."

Her:"yagula."

-youmad.



Me:"nothingupfordiscussion."

Iwenttothespareroom.Thereare4scootershere.

Mineandmybro's.Itook2andwalkeddownstairs.

Me:"letthegamebegin."

Her:"howwillIwashthedishes."

Shewasbalancingherselfholdingme.

Me:"sundibambaswine."

-don'tholdme.

Isaidridingawayfromher.Welaughed.



Me:"balancethesamewayyoudoonyour

skateboard."

Iridetothekitchen.Shealmostfallandwelaughed.

Her:"aathisisunfair.Radebelet'sdoanother

challenge."

Welaughed.Sheholdthechair.

Me:"nothappening."

Her:"okayokayifIfalldon'tlaugh."

Ilaughed.Sheendedupbalancingprobably.She

tooktheplatesandridetowereIwasstandingin

thekitchen.



Wewashedthedishesstillonthescooters.

Her:"ifIfallyourhelpingmewashtheclothes."

Me:"asifyouwill."

Her:"Iwill."

Sheturnedaroundandwekissed.Igrabbedherass.

Me:"sencincimntakabawo."

-theyaresmall.

Her:"oksalayoyazithanda."

-youlovethem.

Welaughed.



Me:"Kakade.Zezamqa."

-theyaremine.

Her:"notwedwa."

-notalone.

Ilookedather.Andshelaughed.

Her:"yousocutewhenyoujealous."

Shesaidplayingwithmynose.Wekissed.

Me:"yayithandalempumlo."

-youlovemynose.

Welaughed.



Her:"it'scutehaibo."

Igaveherapeck.

Me:"let'sgowatchamovieorsomething."

Her:"let'sgo."

Weridetothelounge.IswitchedontheTVand

ThinkingoutLoudbyEdSheeranplayed.

Us:"asdantse."

-let'sdance.

Welaughed.WedancedStillonthescootersitwas

actuallyfun.Iwasenjoyingmyself.



ThenextdaywewenttoKelvin'shouse.

Sekani:"naqibelisaNiniubaonline?"

-whenlastwereyouonline.

MeandNdoni:"Monday."

Kelvin:"ndithenqalavideoyenuyaserestaurant

satrendanangoku."

-iknewitthatvideoofyoursfromtherestaurantis

stilltrending.

Ndoni:"seemslikewetrendingthesedays.Tsii."

Us:"Madoda."



Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"kazenenyamaphabawelibraai."

-comewithmeatIwanttobraaiit.

Us:"thethanabanisarni?"

-whoareyoutalkingto?

Him:"Nani."

-toyou.

Me:"rhaalomtuuna14."

-this14yearold.

Ndoni:"14!!"

Wealllaughed.



Ntlakanipho:"mxmnabonake."

-yousee.

Kelvin:"ndayazimncincibutzangendiyiqondeba

umncicncilaway."

-iknowyoursmallbutIneverknewyouwerethis

small.

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"ndina15guyshaibo."

-i'm15yearsold.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"Kelvinthethingathimdalakodwauna15

nayetsii."



-Kelvintalkslikehisoldbutheisalso15.

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"mxm."

Ndoni:"rhaahlelinabanthwanaapha."

-i'msittingwithkidshere.

Welaughed.

Us:"banimntana?"

-whoisachild?

Ndoni:"nini."

-you.



Us:"nganyasizigrootiethina."

-youshittingnowwearemen.

Welaughed.

Ndoni:"oksalayonibancinci."

-yousmall.

Us:"mxm."

Ndoni:"lelokncama."

-youaregivingupnow.

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"haimarnkanizeninalenyamasityeni."

-nomarncomewiththismeatsothatwecaneat.



Us:"hamboythatha."

-gotakeit.

Webraaithemeatwewerenowsittingoncamp

chairseatingourmeatnearthepool.

Ndoni:"Kanibophenilenja."

-tiethisdogup.

Kelvin'sdogwasrunningaround.Welaughedather.

Me:"yekainjawethu."

-leavethedog.

Welaughed.



Sekani:"thankGodatthepartywehavetowear

masks."

Us:"whatareweinsomeDisneyBlockbuster

movie."

Weburstedintolaugher.

Sekani:"nitshayiwekanjanii."

-youcrazy.

WelaughedabigpiecefromNdoni'splatefall.The

dogcametoeatit.

Ndoni:"yiiiihlomqunduwenjabendizayityamnale

nyamarhaayuuhengakaakathethinangepeiceke.

Yuuuhyintonilenjabambejackpotengaka."

-iwasabouttoeatthismeatyouthisbigpiecenot



eventhesmallone.Yuuhthisdoggotajackpot.

Weburstedintolaugher.Shehadherhandsonher

headfrowning.

Me:"yafanawethubabybimdaka."

-itsthesamebabyitwasdirty.

Her:"Iwasgoingtowashit."

Welaughedoutloud.Wewereintearsnow.

Me:"mselisidrinkngokumylove."

-givehimthedrinknow.

Her:"hainobuphambene."

-maybeyoucrazy.



Welaughed.
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It'sThursdaytodaymeaningit'sthedayofthe

hijacking.Ican'twait.

Wewereatthewarehousenow.Ndoniwasupstairs

takingaphonecallwithherfamily.

Sekani:"yonantohappythesedaysngathi

yatyiswa."

-youarehappythesedaylikeyourhavingsex.

IlookedathimplayingwithmysmallBeard.They

whistled.

Ntlakanipho:"hailekaka."



Wealllaughed.

Kelvin:"yaxokakangeatye."

-heislyinghedidhavesex.

Me:"baniChustar?"

-whoisChustar?

TheyChuckled.

Sekani:"details."

Me:"mnandi."

-sheisnice.

Ntlakanipho:"not1wordanswersklkta."



Welaughed.

Me:"amandoesn'tkissandtell.Qaumnandikame

ndiyekuyengokubyjustthinkingaboutherpussy

sendifunubaphakathiinside."

-letmegotohernow

Welaughed.

Sekani:"aaklkdetailsta.Wasitwarmcold?"

Me:"hainitshayiwemakwediniandizothethaNani

ngezontosekutheningoku."

-youcrazyboysIwillnottalkaboutthattoyou.

Kelvin:"haiklkbawofunuyazibatightorwhat."

-wewanttoknowifsheis...



Ilookedathimandwealllaughed.

Me:"mxmmylipsaresealed."

Them:"babinguThandongesixelelwa."

-ifitwasThandoyouweregoingtotellus.

Ilookedatthem.Theylaughed.Ichuckledtwice.

Me:"Mrs.Plaatjieskelonotmtunje."

-notanobody.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"nqabilenezotshomizoThandoyerre

ndaqibelisaNinicitha."



-thando'sfriendsarescarcewhenlastdidIcum.

Heshookhishead.

NtlakaniphoandKelvin:"bra."

Sekani:"Iwillhavetosmashsomeonetommorow."

NtlakaniphoandKelvin:"sisonke."

Me:"hainobanizobethifoursome."

-maybeyouwilldoafoursome.

TheylookedatmewhileIwasshakingmyheadand

welaughed.

Them:"soyenzayona3in1."



-wewilldoit.

Me:"nizolimazingane."

-youwillhurtachild.

Them:"hehakeKwaZuluNatal."

Welaughedagainmxmthesedudesarecrazy.

Ndonicamedownstairs.Shesatnexttome.

Ntlakanipho:"aazohlalaphacamkwamchomiie."

-comesitnexttomemyfriend.

Iplacedmyheadonherbreastsandkissedthem.

GuysI'maddictedtoherbreasts.Ilovetouchingher

whereever.Andshedoesn'tmind.

Them:"hainifunutyanaaphangoku?"



-youwanttohavesexherenow.

Welaughed.

Me:"noI'mjustplacingmyheadontopofmy

girlfriend'sbreasts."

Them:"sudeukumtsheklkta."

-whyareyoutalkingEnglishnow.

Welaughed.

Me:"mayicaceklkbaMalikaSiyaakudlalwangayo

andinobatalaMalienitsindingakwazukumtsha.

ImaginekwiinterviewMynameChumaniPlaatjies.

Andimdalafornqasha."

-itmustbeobviousthatSiya'smoneydoesn'tgoto

waste.Ican'tbepayingalotofmoneybutIcan't



speakEnglish....I'mtooldfornotbeingableto

speakproperly.

Welaughed

Ndoni:"it'snotlikeyouwillbeinterviewedcauseyou

willbetakingupfromyourfather."

Me:"clientke."

Her:"mhhh."

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"singabexhosakodwangoku."

-weareXhosa'snow.



Us:"halfxhosawena."

Helookedatusandwelaughed.

Him:"mxm"

Us:"lokncama."

-you'regivingup.

Him:"mxmqafullstop."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"bawelubukeliilivewrestlingkanjanii."

-iwouldliketowatchlivewrestling.

Ndoni:"Iwillbringthepopcorns."



Me:"baniozolwa?"

-whowillfight?

Them:"Nini."

-you.

MeandNdoni:"Us?"

Theynodded.Welookedateachother.

Me:"Ican'tbeatagirlzabethenini."

-letmehityou.

Kelvin:"phambeneyazaziyasohlulamoc."

-youcrazyyouknowyoucanbeatusup.



That'strue.Welaughed.

Ndoni:"nohlulwanguye."

-youdefeatedbyhim?

Theynoddedbeforeshakingtheirheads.She

laughed.

Ndoni:"Izamasibone.Ifhebeatsmethanhaingu

master."

-let'ssee.

Me:"ndizokulimaza."

-iwillhurtyou.

Them:"mzulukanene."



Welaughed.

Ndoni:"sizobonamasambe.Ndaqibelisak'dala

betha."

-wewillseelet'sgo.It'sbeenalongtimesinceI

beatupaperson.

Me:"nofacetouchingke."

Shenodded.Webothchangedintoshortsand

vests.Wewalkedtotheboxingringinthegym

room.Theguyssatonthechairshavingpopcorns.

MeandNdoni:"Iloveyou."

Them:"rhaahaiezimxm.Mxmndacwalangazo."

Wepeckedbeforewestartedfighting.Can'tbelieve



weweredefeatingeachotherthroughout.Theguys

werehyperenjoyingeverymoment.

IwasnowontopofNdoniabouttofinishheroff.

Shekissedmeandstupidmefeltforthetrickcause

shewasontopnow.

Shefinishedmeoff.

Theguys:"rhaa."

Me:"manabuse.Callthepolice."

Welaughed.

Ndoni:"youloosefocuseasily.Yabondikuqathe

ngentoey1."

-itrickedyouwith1thing.



Shewinked.Welaughed.

Me:"youmakemeweaknjena."

Her:"naweyoumakemeweaknjenaqayoumust

neverlooseyourfocusRadebe."

Me:"Iwon't."

Wekissed.

Them:"nitshayiwengoku."

-youcrazynow.

Wepulledoutlaughing.



Ntlakanipho:"let'sfreshenupsothatwecangoit's

7pmnow."

WeallwalkedtotheroomsupstairsmeandNdoni

wereshoweringtogether.Iwasplayingandsucking

herleftbreast.

Her:"youalwayssuckingmyleftbreast."

Me:"yourheartisontheleftsidenotontherightI

feelconnectedtoitwhenIsucktheleftbreast."

Webothblushed.Wehadaroundbeforegetting

dressedupandgoingdownstairs.

Sekani:"thetoolswewillneedtotakeoutthe

trackersarealreadyinpointA.Thebuyerswillbe

hereat11pmsharp.Sowegettingoutoftheclubat

10pm."



Wenodded.

Ntlakanipho:"thisiswhatwewillusetohookthe6th

car.Hereisthelaptoptoo."

Ndoni:"lemmeputtheminmybag."

Shedid.Thelaptopwasthesmallones.

Me:"wherearetheguns?"

Kelvingaveuseach2guns.Wetookthemasks

Sekanigotusandwewenttotheparty.

At10pmwegotout.Ndonigavemethecomputer.I

hackedintoallsixofthecars.



Me:"it'snowtimerememberifyougetchased

lahlisa."

Them:"sho."

Ndoni:"howarewegoingtohookthecar."

Me:"backofourcarsandatthefrontofit."

Shenodded.Shetookouttheropes.Wewere

outsideandtheguardswereoutsideasexpected.

Thereweremanyofthem.Wewalkedtoworths

themwewerewalkinglikeweweredrunk.Iseton

topofthebonnet.

Guards:"heygetofthe."



Me:"fuckyouman."

Me:"let'stakethistomyhouse."

IsaidpullingNdoni.

Kelvin:"haikodwabawoIsawherfirst."

Hesaidpullingher.Ichargedtowardshim.

Guard:"Heystopfighting."

Thatwasoneoftheguards.Sekanishothim.We

startedshootingeveryone.

MeandNdonihookedthecarsstillshooting.

NtlakaniphodroveofffirstSekanifollowedthen

Kelvin.



IlookedatNdoniwebothsmirked.Westartedour

engine's.Wedroveofdraggingthecar.

Peopleinfrontofusgotintoaccidents.Shewent

fasterthanme.Ialsowentfasterthanher.There

wasafourwayroad.

Weweregettingchasednow.

ShewentleftwhileIwentright.Carsstopped.Igot

acallfromher.

Her:"masambengapha."

-let'sgothisside."

Me:"okay."



MadeasifIwasdrivingtoherdirectionbutIjust

draggedboththecars.Ilookedattherearmirror.

Shewaspissedoff.

Icalledher.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Her:"v'tsek."

Endedthecall.Ilaughed.Shedrovefastshewas

nowdraggingme.Igotoutthewindow.Ishotthe

carsbehindus.

Me:"woah!!"

Ialsodrovefast.Themiddlecarwasbasically

flying.



WegottopointAandthebro'swerealreadythere.

MeandNdonigotoutlaughing.

Ndoni:"broyoualsomostkilledmethere."

Me:"youtheonewhodraggedme."

Them:"youweredraggingeachother."

Wenoddedandwealllaughed.

Ndoni:"hepissedmeoff."

Welaughed.Kelvintookoutthetrackers.Wedrove

tothewarehouse.



Kelvin:"let'stakethesegirlsoutbeforetheycome."

Wetookoutthegirls.Theyweresleeping.The

buyerscameandgaveusourmoneyandextra5

millionfordeliveringintime.

Wealltookourcut.

Ndoni:"ningaythathaeyamnintsi5millionrhaa."

-youcantakemine5millionisalot.

Us:"thathalemaliyoudeserveit.ifitwasn'tforyou

wewouldn'thavebeenabletopullthrough."

Ndoni:"haikodwaguys."

Me:"thathababy."

-takeit.



Ikissedher.Shetookthemoney.Wewerenow

sittingonthecouchwatchingthese3girlssleeping.

Eyodwawassittingonmylapmyhandwasplaying

withmyfavoritebreast.

Sekani:"ndithathamanzindibavuse."

-iwillgofetchwatersothatIcanwakethemup

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"mbikodwalosespakathini."

-theoneinthemiddleisugly.

Weburstintolaugher.

Us:"iskithikantifuturewifeyakho."

-maybesheisyourfuturewife.



Ndoni:"ngathihagu."

-sheislikeapig.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"aafuturemfazwamlo."

Hewasserious.Welaughedandheendedup

laughingtoo.

Ntlakanipho:"umhlelouseleft."

-theoneontheleftisbeautiful.

Kelvin:"ndizobambaLuserightumnaboy."

-iwilltaketheoneontheright



Welaughed

Sekani:"uglyumnabutzobamhlexeNamndizomthi

ngevitaminDglow."

-theuglyonebutshewillbebeautifulwhenweare

datingIwillgivehervitaminDandshewillglow.

Welaughed.

Ndoni:"looksdon'tmatter."

Me:"haiNyan'."

Welaughed.Wealwayslaughingweneverserious.

Theywokeupandtheleftgirlshairwasuplikeshe

justgotshockedbyelectricity.Weburstinto

laugher.



Ndonigaveheranafrocomp.Wewereevenintears.

Ntlakanipho:"aayongolinelomajita."

-thisiswrong.

Welaughedmorebeforewecalmeddown.

Ndoni:"xolwenijustthatwedidn'texpectherhairto

belikethat."

Leftgirl:"Kulungile"

-itsfine.

Us:"oohIloveaZulugirloohIsayoohIlovegirl."

Wealllaughedincludingthegirls.



Kelvin:"whywereyoukidnapped?"

Middlegirl:"wewerewalkingfromschooltotheMall

andourauntsoldus."

Sekani:"yoohNinangaphi."

-howoldareyou.

Them:"14/15."

Wenodded.

Me:"I'mChumani."

Ndoni:"Eyodwa."



Kelvin:"Kelvin."

Sekani:"Sekani."

Ntlakanipho:"NtlaI'malso14."

Welaughed.That'sthefirsttimeheadmittedhis

age.

Kelvin:"yaconfessngokukwedini."

Wealllaughed.

RightGirl:"Uminathi."

Wenodded.



Middlegirl:"Aphiwe."

Wenodded.

Leftgirl:"Doris."

Us:"Doris?"

Weburstintolaugher.Wewereintearsalso.

Thatgirl:"justjokingOsikelelekileyo."

Us:"What?Osikileyo?Huh?"

Her:"Osikelelekileyo."

Us:"yooh."



Ntlakanipho:"ndalaziumna.Osikeleleyo."

-iknowitit'sOsikeleleyo.

Weburstedintolaugher.
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Eyodwa

IlovetouchyboyfriendsandRadebewamhappens

tobetouchy.

Ilovehowhetouchesmeallovermybody.Ijust

prayhewon'tgettiredofme.

IlovethatGuysomuch.Ihaveneverloveda

humanbeinglikeIlovehim.Ihopewewillalways

betogether.

Wewerestilllaughing.

Me:"okaylet'sbeseriouswhy..ouch."



IlookedatChumanihejustsqueezedmytite.He

gavemeapeck.

Him:"xolo."

-sorry.

Everyonelaughed.

Sekani:"you2can'tgetyourhandsofeachotherI

wondernizobanjanikwidinner."

-howwillyoubeinthedinner.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"ndizomBambatchiiniimfazwamlo.

Andibakhathelelanganxakiiabazali."

-iwilltouchhersheismywife.Idon'tcareabout



theparents.

Welaughed.Hekissedthecornerofmylips.

Ntlakanipho:"therearekidshere."

Us:"haiwethubayadyolaabanthwana.Anditsho?"

-nomarnthesekidsaredating.

Theylookedeverywhereelsebutus.

Us:"exactly."

Aphiwe:"cansomeonetakemetothetoilet."

Sekani:"let'sgo."



Theystoodup.Sekaniplacedhisarmaroundher

neck.Shewasalittlebitshortthanhim.

Ntlakanipho:"Anilambanga?"

-ain'tyouhungry.

Osi:"lambileumna."

Ntlakanipho:"masambe"

-let'sgo.

KelvinwenttositnexttoUminathi.Iturnedaround

andcrossedmylegsaroundmyman'swaist.I

placedmyheadonhischest.

Heplacedhishandsonmyass.Imoaned.

Him:"masambesiyeupstairs."



-let'sgoupstairs

Hewhisperedbittingmyear.

Me:"kukoabanthuaphababy.Wewillgoearlyso

thatyoucanhavemeallnightlong."

-therearepeopleherebaby.

Isaidrubbinghiscock.Hegroanedandbitemy

neck.

Him:"butIcan'twaitanylongerlookatmyerection."

Ilookedatitandhewashard.

Me:"youlooksexywithyoursmallredeyes."



Him:"Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletodriveyouwillbe

driving."

Inodded.

Me:"let'sstayforanother30minutesbeforewecan

gookay."

Henodded.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Isaidtouchinghislipswithmythumb.

Him:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wekissed.Weweredisturbedbypeoplelaughing

welookedupitwasSekaniandAphiwe.



NtlakaniphoandOsialsocamebacklaughing.

Me:"Ihavebeenmeaningtoaskwhywereyousold

byyouraunt?"

Aphiwe:"Weleaveinafostercare.Wedon'tknow

ourparentssoatthefostercarewelakemoney.A

mancametherethreatenedauntthathewillkillher

ifshedoesn'tsellustoher.Becausewewhere

lakingmoneyshesoldus."

Sosad.Wenodded.

Ntlakanipho:"sowherewillyougonow?"

Theyshrugged.



Sekani:"Don'tyouguysknowyourparentsor

something?"

Aphiwe:"nowegrowupinthefostercare.Iwasstill

2yearsold."

Kelvin:"areyougoingbackthere?"

Aphiwe:"Iguesscausewehavenowhereelseto

go."

Chumani:"thereisnoneedforthat.Mymotherowns

afostercareIwillenrollyouguysthere.Everything

willbetakencareof.Youwillalsobegoingtothe

bestschoolsever."

Them:"thankyousomuch.Forsavingusalso."



Me:"yourmotheralsoownsafostercare."

Henodded.

Chumani:"alsoaparadiseoldagehome."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"youwillliveherefornow.Wewillcomeand

checkuponyouafterschool."

Chumani:"nondwamajitaumnanomedisiyekapa."

-speakforyourselvesmanmeandMygirlfriendare

goingtocapeTown.

Me:"CapeTown?"



Him:"yeahcelebratingmpasowethu."

-whenwepass.

Welaughed.

Me:"yapopamalikanene."

-wehavemoney.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"doyouguyshavepassports?"

Theyshooktheyheads.

Aphiwe:"ourbirthcertificatesarewiththepeople

thatboughtus."



Ntlakanipho:"andmakingabirthcertificatewilltake

time."

Kelvin:"Iguessyouwilljoinusnexttime."

Chumani:"whatdoyoumeanus?"

Them:"wearetaggingalong.Wealsowantto

celebrateuspassing."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"wegoingtoDurban."

Them:"nathi."

-alsous.



Welaughed.

Chumani:"Igiveup.Iguessweareallgoing."

Ndoni:"whatifwefail?"

Them:"celebratingourfailurethan."

Theyshrugged.Welaughed.

Sekani:"Phiwe..."

Us:"huuuh!!"

Wealllaughed.

Sekani:"Kanimeni.Phiwendizobarytmocapha?"



-wait.Phiwewillyoubefinehere?

Aphiwe:"yeah."

Sekani:"beforeweleaveIwillbringyouaphonethat

youcancalluswithandwewilltakeyouguysout

forshopping."

Shenodded.

Me:"isshetheoldest?"

Theynodded.

Chumani:"bloodsistersorbondsisters?"

Them:"blood."



MeandChumani:"how?"

Kelvin:"Aphiweisalsodoinggrade10likeusOsi

andUmigrade9."

MeandRadebe:"how?"

Ntlakanipho:"OsiandUmiwerebornonthesame

yearFebruaryandDecember."

Us:"yooh."

Them:"yeah."

Us:"howdidyounow."



Them:"youwerebusyhavingsexklk."

Welookedatthemandwealllaughed.Igotof

Chumani.

Chumani:"jongasanusqelaavasektheningoku."

-don'tshitwithus.

Me:"let'smakethemwatchliveporn."

Chumani:"iza."

-come.

Them:"ninganya."

Kelvin:"tshizaninyengamanziamashushuumna."

-iwillpourhotwateronyou."



Us:"mxm."

Wealllaughed.

Me:"ain'tyouguysscaredthatyouwithstrangers."

Osi:"youdon'tlookharmfull."

Wetookoutourguns.Theyopenedtheireyeswider.

Welaughedbeforeplacingthegunsweretheywere.

Ntlakanipho:"nevertruststrangers.Butweare

harmlessweonlyharmpeoplethatharmus."

Umi:"ain'tyoutooyoungtohaveguns."



Us:"notinourlife.Wemightbe14/15/16/17years

oldbutwelivelikethis."

Theynodded.

Ntlakanipho:"don'tworrywewillprotectyou."

Theynodded.

Chumani:"whatareyourlastnames?"

Them:"Tom."

Chumani:"whereareyourparents."

Osi:"fatherwedon'tknowbutweareusinghislast

nameandmotherdied."



Wenodded.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

Ithasbeenalongtime.Meandmywifearestillthe

bestcoupleever.Wehaveourupsanddownslike

anyothercouplebutwealwayspullthrough.

Wealsohavehealthchildrennow.Wemakingmore

moneyasyearscome.I'mbasicallyahappyman.

Wewerestillatthevacationwewenttoasfriends.

Wehavethesealmosteveryyear.



Mike:"let'swatchhowthemissionwentdown."

Mamber:"yeahtheyhaven'tgivenusfeedback."

Theladies:"whatmission?"

TT:"theboysmission."

SnakeshackedintothestreetscamerasinSouth

AfricaweareinJapan.Heconnectedthelaptopto

theTV.

Nizi:"isthatEyodwa?"

Us:"yeah."



WewereallfocusedontheTV.

Thando:"nowaywhotaughtherhowtoshoot."

Us:"fuck."

Wesawhowtheydroveout.

Tailor:"lookathowChumaniisdraggingher."

Us:"yaxoka."

-sheislying.

Shewastheonedragginghimnow.

Nobuntu:"rhaalomthana."

-thischild.



Us:"thesecarsareflying."

WewereallamazedbyEyodwaandherdriving

skills.

Snakes:"sheisevenfasterthanme."

WeChuckled.

Nizi:"yaxokashecan'tdrivefasterthanme."

Welaughed.

Us:"Motherinlawanddaughterinlawchallenge."

Ayabonga:"yeahbuyakwethuSA."



-yeahwhenwearebackinSA

Welaughed.WearestillchildishIdon'tthinkwewill

evergrowoldtobeourage.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Chumani

Wedrovehomewithmybaby.

Her:"whenwereyougoingtotellmewearegoingto

capeTown?"

Me:"Itoldyounjena."

Ikissedheronherneck.Shewasmakingme

somethingtoeat.

Her:"sweetchilliortomatosauce?"



Me:"sweetchilli."

Shewasmakingmincewithspaghetti.

Her:"butstillyoushouldhavetold."

ShemovedtothefridgeIwasfollowingbehindher

everymove.

Me:"Xoloklkbaby.isometimesforgetweare

married."

-i'msorry.

Shelaughed.

Her:"mxm.Stopfollowingmearound."



Welaughed.Ifollowedheragain.

Her:"ChumaniOwamPlaatjieshlalaphantsi."

-sitdown.

Me:"intlelontoxaundibizaawakho."

-itsagoodthingthatyoucallmeyours.

Shetiltedherheadback.

Her:"Owethu."

Shetriedrollinghereyes.Welaughed.

Me:"OwamkuwenotOwethu."

-OwamtoyounotOwethu.



Her:"Itiswhatitis."

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmv'tsek."

Her:"lungisitafilendiqibile."

-setupthetableI'mdone.

Sheturnedaroundandgavemeapeck.Itookthe

underplate,napkinsandcutlery.Iplacedthem

neatlyonthetable.

Isatdown.Asexpectedshecamewithawarm

waterformetowashmyhands.

Me:"thankyou."



Isaidkissingherforeheadsmiling.Igetexcited

Everytimeshedoesthis.It'slikethefirsttime.

Shecamewithfood.

Me:"Ihaven'tevenupdatedmyfather."

Her:"zamupdateNinikengoku."

-whenwillyouupdatehim?

Me:"vukakwaminobakusekuseningokupha."

-wheniwakeupIthinkit'sintheearlyhoursthere.

Shenodded.

Her:"mnandibaneMaliSanangaskebengabo."



-itsgoodtohavemoney

Welaughed.

Me:"onedayitwillbemeandyousuwara."

Welaughed.

Her:"justpraythatnothingwillhappentouswewill

alwaysbetogether."

That'swhatIalsoprayforeveryday.

Me:"aslongaswehaveeachotherwewillalways

betogetherokaydon'tworryIgotyou."

Wekissed.Wewenttosleepafterwashingthe

dishesandhavingmanyroundsaswecan.



Wewokeupearlyinthemorningsincewehaveto

takeourreports.

Me:"ain'tyouanxious?"

Isaidputtingonthebeltforher.

Her:"nopeI'mgood.WhateverresultsIgetIdeserve

them."

Inodded.

Me:"yougettingFatjongakejeanbinkhulungoku

ncinci."

-lookatthisjeanitwasbignowit'ssmall.

Isaidhittinghergrowinghips.Welaughedandshe



smackedmyhead.

Her:"ndimithiklk."

-i'mpregnant

Me:"haykeMaria."

Welaughed.

Her:"mxmkeotherwisemnandulifemayicace."

-lifeisgood.

Me:"ndakbetha."

Welaughed.Wewalkedouttothecar.Shewasthe

onedriving.Iconnectedmyphonetothecar.I

calledmyfather.



Him:"yuuhhaikwediniawunatimingndisafunda

utyangeztokweapha."

-boyyoudon'thavetimingI'mlearninghowtoeat

withsticks.

MeandEyodwalaughedalsoatthebackground.

Me:"kayekeSiya."

-waitSiya.

Him:"funanton'?"

-whatdoyouwant?

Me:"funaukuxelelabamissionhambegrand."

-justwantedtotellyouthatthemissionwentgreat.



Him:"yeahbonilemamakhoyaphikisaaphaba

Eyodwadrivefastnaknaye."

-yeahIsawYou'll.Yourmotherisdismissingthe

factthatEyodwadrivesfasterthanher.

Wealllaughed.

:"LenntobendisithimakubekhoMotherinlawand

Daughterinlawchallenge."

-that'swhyIsaidtheremustbeaMotherinlawand

Daughterinlawchallenge.

Thatwasmymother'stwin.Myaunt.Wealllaughed.

IlookedatEyodwasheshookherheadshewas

alsolaughing.

Me:"heesenifuniichallenge."

-youwantchallengesnow.



:"ChumanikabaxelelebakuzowinaNiziwakho."

-ChumanitellthemthatyourNiziwillwin.

Thatwasmymother.

Me:"haibomamandenzanjanikethephakathi

kwakonecherryyam.Nidrivefastnobabinike."

-nomomhowcanyoumakemechoosebetween

youandmygirlfriend.Youbothdrivefast.

Welaughed.

Siya:"uphiEyodwa?"

-whereisEyodwa?

Me:"nanku."



-here

Them:"Eyodwa!"

Welaughed.

Her:"molweni."

TT:"wenanaweyayvumalechallengenomotherin

lawwakho?"

-doyoualsoagreetohaveachallengewithyour

motherinlaw?

Eyodwa:"yeah."

Them:"mfaziwakwaRhadebeklk."

-wifefromtheRhadebeclan.



Welaughed.

Nizi:"masigodukeniguys.Iwanttodothis

challengewithMyDaughterinlaw."

-let'sgohome....

Sheisexcited.Ifeelitthatsheissmiling.We

laughed.

Them:"v'tsekyazithandanezinto."

-youlikethings.

Nobuntu:"ChumanipleasemakesurethatEyodwa

wins.Trainher."

Welaughed.



Mike:"wenawhenareyoumeetingyourdaughterin

law."

Welaughed.

Snakes:"can'twaitforthischallengerhaa."

Thando:"itmusthappenonthedayofthedinner

yabo?"

Us:"yeah."

Cage:"masigokukenyaninizi."

-let'sgohomeNizi.

Welaughed.



Me:"yeahIalmostforgot.Mamawefound3girls

zoloduringthehijacking.Theyweresoldbytheir

auntatthefostercaresoIwaswonderingifunga

bafakakleyakho?"

-youcanputtheminyours.

Them:"wherearetheynow?"

Me:"Ithinkatthewarehouseifnotintownno

Ntlakanipho."

Nizi:"birthcertificatezabo?"

Me:"lost.Theybasicallydon'thaveathingbutasI

saido'Sekaniaretakingcareofeverything."

Her:"okayIwilldoeverythingwhenIgettheremaba

hlalewarehouseokwangokunibagade."



-fornowandguardthem.

Me:"Idon'twewillbeabletomomsiyaKapaafter

takingourreports."

Cage:"wecan'ttrustthosegirlswhatiftheyaresent

bysomeone."

MeandEyodwa:"1isalreadyyourdaughterinlaw

kesana."

CageandAyola:"what??"

Wealllaughed.

LethaboandNobunt:"pleasetellmemysonisnot

involved."



Eyodwa:"mxmcatch.ileezowadewathiNtlakanipho

una14naye."

-those2caughtfeelingheevensaidhisalso14.

Weallburstedoutlaughing.

TT:"sozebenguNyanawamlowo."

-thatcan'tbemyson.

Me:"youbetterbelieveit.theylookharmlessthey

are14andtheolderonewhichisAuntAyola's

daughterinlawis15."

Theyalllaughed.

Them:"mxmnadikakanjanii."

-youirritating.



Me:"pleasebook5ticketstocapeTown.Sifububa

phaby3pm."

-iwantustobetheby3pm.

Mamber:"alreadydonethatjongiemailzakhosarni."

-lookatyouremails.

Me:"okayEnkossita."

-thankyou.

Them:"enjoy."

Theydisconnectedthecall.Ichuckled.

Me:"zaqelaeziI'mtheonewhocalled."

-theyareshittingwithme



Welaughed.Wegotoutofthecar.Wewerealready

atschool.For15minutesalready.

Wegottoourclassteacher.

Her:"LangaandPlaatjies.Congratulations."

Shehuggedusbeforegivingusourreports.As

expectedIpassedwithhighmarks.Ican'taffordto

fail.Ialsowanttobesuccessfuloneday.

.

.

.

.
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Eyodwa

Hisfamilyseemslikenicepeople.Thewaythey

spoketomeoverthephonemademefeel

welcomed.

AtleastIwon'tbehavinganydramawithmyin

lawslikeyouguysare.Laughing.

IsawthatChumaniwasexcitednexttomewhich

meanshepassed.I'msohappyforhim.



Mybabyisahardworker.Don'ttellhimthatItold

youthisbuteversincethisyearstartedIhavebeen

tryingmybesttobenumberoneinthetop10.

Buthealwaysbeatsmetoit.Ifhegets91.8percent

Ialwaysget91.1ifnot80percent.

AndIgetfrustrated.I'mkindajealousofmyown

boyfriend.FunnyrightbutIam.Andthatsourlittle

secret.

Him:"babypass.ile."

-ipassed.

Ihuggedhimbeforekissinghimalloverhisface.

I'msoproudofhim.Hewaslaughinghisassout.I

loveitwhenheisthishappy.

Him:"babyI'mnotachildhaibo."



IlaughedasIkissedhimalloverhisfaceagain.We

bothlaughed.

Me:"I'mjusthappyforyouRadebe."

Wehuggedtightly.Igavehimapeck.

:"Ncoo."

Ilookedaroundandeveryonewasliterallylooking

atus.Isuddenlybecameshy.Hecametomy

rescueandhuggedme.

Him:"nimenzashyumtuwamguyshaibo."

-youmakingmywomanshy.

Everyonelaughed.wewalkedtothecar.Theguys



werealreadytherewaitingforus.

Igotacallfrommymom.Yuuuh.

Me:"mama."

Isaidexcitedly.

Her:"tchiniokosilindelereportgirlfotesibone."

-wehavebeenwaitingforyourreporttakeapicture

ofitsothatwecansee.

Me:"okayIwillsendittoyounow."

Her:"okayIloveyouva?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomom."



Shedisconnectedthecall.Ilookedatmyphoneand

smiled.Iwalkedtotheguys.

Ntlakanipho:"sihambaNini?"

-whenarewegoing?

Chumanitookouthisphoneandgotbusywithit.

Him:"1pm."

Sekani:"let'sgotothewarehousewestillhaveto

checkuponthem."

Kelvin:"wealsohavetolocktheroomsthatare

secretive.Wecan'taffordhavingallies.Thosegirls

havenothingtoloose.AndIdon'ttrustthemyet."



Them:"yeahyouright."

Chumani:"Iwillstaybehindwhileyoutakingthem

forshoppingandall.Tolockeverysecretiveroom."

Theynodded.Wealldrovetothewarehouse.They

werewearingyesterday'sclothessham.

IftheyweremysizeIwasgoingtobringthem

clothesbuttheyain't.AndIdon'tthinktheywould

becomfortableinbigclothesplustheclothesthey

hadonweredissent.

Sekani:"let'sgo."

Theystoodupandwentwiththem.

Chumani:"letmechecktheCamera'sfirstmaybe



theyweresnoopingaroundlastnight."

Welaughed.Hecamebackwithalaptop.Iwasjust

relaxingonthecouchbusylookingatmywall.I

havealreadysentmymothermyreportandIalso

passedwithhighmarks.

MylikeshaveupgradedsinceIhavebeendating

Chumani.Nice.Iwenttotheschoolspublicgroup

andChumaniandi'spictureswhenwereatschool

werethere.Ichuckled.

Chumani:"whatwillyougowiththere?"

Me:"nothing.Iwillbuyclothesthere."

Chumani:"Iwillalsobuyminethere.Wearehittinga

clubtonight."



Me:"Ace?"

Him:"yeah."

Me:"okay.Haveyoubookedaguesthouse?"

Him:"yeaheverythingissetevenacarwewillbe

usingisalreadyrented."

Me:"seemslikeeverythingisset.Doyouhavea

camera?"

Him:"youhaveaphonethattakesGREATpictures

moc?"

Me:"yeahIknowbutI'mturningmyphoneofffor

theweekend.IwanttoenjoymyselfsoIwantto

useacamerainstead."



Him:"sisonkekwelocalathan."

-i'malsoswitchingofminethan.

Welaughed.

Me:"copycat."

Him:"what'swrongaboutcopyingimedilam?"

Me:"thereisnothingwrong."

Him:"nqo."

Herolledhissmalleye's.

Me:"China."



Welaughed.

Him:"sundiqelaEyodwaIwillfuckyousenselessly."

-don'tstartwithme...

Me:"Iwillalsofuckyousenselessly."

Heplacedthelaptopdownandchargedtome.I

laughed.

Me:"Xolokendadlalayooh."

-sorryIwasjustjoking.

Welaughedhewenttositdownandcontinuedwith

whathewasdoing.



Him:"10yearsfromherewheredoyouseeyourself

?"

Me:"married,having2kidsbeingindependentand

nottoforgetowningmyownAccountantFirmwith

myownhardearnedmoney."

Him:"bigdreamsndakbona."

-iseeyou.

Igiggledandhelaughed.

Me:"andyou?"

Him:"married,having10kids..."

Me:"haiphambene."

-youcrazy.



Him:"I'mserious.Iwanttoresignattheageof50

andeatmychildrensmoney."

Welaughed.Hiscrazy.

Him:"asIwassaying10kidsalsomakingsurethatI

growmyfatherandmother'sbusinessestobethe

bestthingever.IalsowanttohaveanotherFirm.

ThanbuyFrenchise.Alsohavingbranchesaround

Africa."

Thisguyhashislifefiguredout.Otherguysout

theredon'tevenknowwhattodoafterschooland

heknows.That'swhatreallyattractedmetohim

more.

Ismiledlookingatthesmartypantsbeforeme.I

lovehowhethinks.



Him:"what?"

Hesmirked.

Me:"justsurprisedthatthereguysouttherethat

thinklikeyou.Alltheythinkaboutisbuildingtheir

soccercareernotwantingadegreeandhereyou

arewantingtobuildyourownlegacy."

Ikissedhimalloverhisface.Ireallyamproudof

him.Hewasgiggling.

Him:"thatsenoughnowbaby.I'mnotababy."

Hewasstillgiggling.

Me:"youaremybaby.Ihopethatyouwillachieve



everythingthatyoujustmentionednow.Don'tleta

personruinyourdreams.Iwanttoseeyousucceed

ineverything."

Henoddedsmiling.Ikissedhimalloverhisface

againandhewaslaughing.

Him:"stop."

Ikissedhimforthelasttime.

Him:"ohhandbeforeiforgetIalsowanttohavemy

ownsoccerclub."

Ilookedathim.

Him:"aaEyodwanotagain.Myfaceistired."



Welaughed.Wecontinuedchattingaboutthefuture.

.

.

.

.

.

Thando

Longtimehey.WellafterChumaniembarrassedme

infrontofmyfriendsandinfrontofthatblack

sheep.

Iwasneverfineagain.ImeanIlovehimsomuch.

Myfriendsalsodecidedtonotdatehisfriends

sincetheyneverstoodupforus.

IhatehowthatblacksheepandChumaniareclose.

Iwasneverclosewithhiminthatway.



Theyseemhappy.Everyoneistalkingaboutthem.

Wantingtobethem.Ihatethatanditisn'tsitting

wellwithme.

IhavetogetridofhermaybejustmaybeIwillbe

happy.CauseChumaniwon'thaveanyonebesides

himandIwillhavehim.

Wecantalkaboutthebabyissuelater.WellyesI

stillhavemybaby.AndIhaven'tbeenwellIfailed

myexams.

Chumaniandthebabyarestressingme.Sinelitha?I

havebeenignoringhimbuttodayIwillbeseeing

him.I'mhorny.Hisbabyismakingmelikethis.

IwantedtokillherwhenIsawthemkissinglike

nobodyexists.IgottoSinelitha'sbackroom

fumingwithangry.



Hewaswithhisfriendssmokingweed.Icoughed

uncontrollably.

Theyallthrewtheirbluntsawayandgavemewater.

Sinelitha:"u'xap?"

Inodded.Isatdownnexttohim.

Him:"whatbringsyouhere.Ain'tyousupposetobe

enjoyingyourtimewithyourbabydaddy."

Theyallchuckled.

Me:"hleliinayemocngoku."

-i'msittingwithhimnow.



Theyalllookedatmeshocked.Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"whydoyouthinkChumaniisbusywiththat

blacksheepofyours."

Heburiedhisheadinhishands.

Him:"whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Hisfriends:"shontwana."

Theyleft.

Me:"Iwasstilldigestingeverything."

Him:"youdidn'tterminateitdidn'tyou?"



Ishookmyhead.Iwashurtthathecalledthebaby

it.

Him:"Iwillsupportyou."

Inoddedatleast.

Me:"waitbutyougoingtovarsitynextyear."

Him:"andIhavealreadybeenacceptedintheUS."

Welookedateachother.Tearsstreameddownmy

face.Hehuggedme.

.

.

.
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Thando

Sinelitha:"promiseyouwilltakecareofmychild."

Me:"Iwilltakecareofourchild."



Sinelitha:"Iwilltrymybesttocomewhenyougiving

birth."

Me:"butbyMayifnotAprilyouwillbewritingyour

exams."

Heclosedhiseyes.

Him:"thisishard."

Me:"don'tworrywewillpullthroughallofthis.Go

buildyourfutureoverseasandIwillstayhereand

takecareofmychild."

Him:"Iwillsupportyoudon'tworry.Iloveyouokay."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."



IonlyrealizenowthatIlovehimmorethan

anything.

Him:"promisethatyouwillwaitforme."

Me:"Ipromise."

Him:"Iwillalsocomebacktoyou."

Inodded.

Me:"incaseyouwillnotbeherewhenIgivebirth

whatwillwenamehim/her?"

Him:"it'sasheIcanfeel."

Ismiled.



Him:"butwewillnameherSiphephelo.Sheisour

safety."

Ismiledwhatagreatname.

Me:"that'sagreatname.Iwilldefinitelynameher

Siphephelo."

Hesmiledrevealinghisbeautifuldimples.

Him:"Iloveyouguysokay?"

WhyamIevenchasingChumaniwhenIhavemy

owndiamondhere.I'msooverhim.Iwillfocuson

mylittlefamily.

ImightbeateenagerbutIwilltrymybesttoprotect



myfamily.Iwilldoeverythingformychild.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wecuddled.Lateronheaccompaniedmehome.

Wehadagreattimediscussingourchild'sfuture.

IgothomeandMybrotherandhiswifewerehere.

WellIhaveanolderbrotherSimphiwe.Meandhim

neverreallygotalong.

Wejustrelatedbybloodnothingmorenothingless.

Me:"molweni."

-greetings.

Theygreetedback.GugulethumyBrothersWife

lookedatmystomach.Ipulledmyt-shirt.



Gugulethu:"areyoupregnant?"

Auntanduncle:"what?!!"

Ikeptquiet.GugulethuandSimphiweseemedtobe

happy.Letmetelltheybothcan'thavekids.Faith

broughtthemtogether.Theyarebothcan't

conceive.

Gugulethu'swombwasaffectedbyainfectionand

Simphiwewasbornthatway.

Simphiwe:"wewilltakecareofyouandthebaby

youdon'tneedtoworry."

Theremustbesomethinggoingonhere.Theyhave

neverbeenthissweettome.



Auntandunclelookedatthem.They

communicatedwiththeireyes.Theysmirked.

Iseriouslydon'tlovemyfamily.Don'tgetmewrong

butIhavealwaysbeentreatedlikeanoutsider.

Noonereallycaresaboutme.Maybeifmyparents

werealiveIwouldbealright.

Auntanduncle:"wewilltakecareofyouanything

youneedwewilltakecareofit."

Uncle:"Evenyourcravings."

Gugulethu:"wehavetogoforpamperingyouknow

somethingthatwillmakeyoufeelgood."



Simphiwe:"pleasealsotakeherforacheckup.You

knowsheisstillyoungandthebabycanbeathigh

risk."

Ilookedatthemtryingtothinkwhattheyare

thinkingabout.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Chumani

Eyodwa:"isthisthelastdoor?"

Wewerelockingeverysecretiveroominthe



warehouse.

Me:"yeah."

Isaidputtingonthelockersandsecurityaccess.

Her:"rhaathereisalotofthingsyoudotolock

thesedoors.Whoeverdidthesecurityaccesswas

sofuckenbored."

Welaughed.Wewalkedtothelounge.

Me:"ithasbeenalongtimesincetheyweregone."

Itwas12pmnow.Wecuddledonthecouch

watchingsoccerhighlights.

Her:"zangendayqondakelennto."



-ineverunderstoodthis.

Me:"so..."

Her:"aasoluyeka."

-ratherleaveit.

Welaughed.Wecontinuedwatchingsittingin

comfortablesilence.

Her:"can'twaittoenjoycapeTown.Ihavealways

wentthereforfamily."

Me:"youwillenjoyyouknowwhatlet'sgo.It'sa

thirtyminutedrivetotheairport."

Her:"Kelvin?"



Me:"mxmazibuyimoc."

-theyarenotcomingback.

Her:"ino..."

Ijustpickedherupinbridalstyleandtookherto

thecar.

Me:"youtalktomuch."

Isaidfasingtheseatbelt.Welaughed.Iclosedthe

doorbeforejoggingtomyside.Idroveoff.

SheswitchedonourfavoritesongSundayblues.As

Iwasdriving.Ntlakanipho'scarapproachedus.We

bothstopped.

Sekani:"njaninivayesingekazwakali."



-howcanyouleavewithoutus.

Me:"nilijeqileixetsha?"

-didyoulookatthetime?

Kelvin:"wewilldropthemoffsibuyefastfast."

Ntlakaniphospeedoftothewarehouse.

Her:"saylon."

Welaughed.

Me:"whatifyoubumpintoyourbrothersthere?"

Shelookedatmewelaughed.



Her:"bayakwaziimocyafana."

-theyknowyou.

Ilookedather.

Her:"theysawthevideo."

Welaughed.

Her:"andtheyaremyFacebookfriends."

Me:"whatsotheyseeourpictures?"

Her:"obviously."

Ilookedather.



Her:"pholatheyarecoolpeople."

Inodded.

Me:"Ialsohave2naughtysiblingsIwonderhow

theyare."

Her:"younger."

Me:"yeahtheyaretwins."

Her:"whydon'tyoufacetimethem?"

Me:"nobazindiqumbeleezayangobaandikathethi

nabookokwalastweek."

-theymustbeangrybecauseIhaven'ttalkedto

themeversincelastweek?



Her:"youwillhavetocallthemwhenwegetthere."

Me:"Iwill."

Her:"andIwillmakesureyoudo."

Shesaidsmiling.Ialsosmiled.

Me:"izafunaundincamise."

-comeIwantyoutokissme.

Shegiggledbeforejumpingovertome.Wekissed.

AsIwasabouttofingerfuckher.Acarhootednext

tous.Welookedoutside.

Itwasmybro's.



Them:"siesninezmangamarn."

-you2arenasty.

Welaughed.Wedroveofftotheairport.Ourflight

wascalledandwetookofftoCapeTown.

Sekani:"masiqalenicinema.IheardthatTerminator:

Darkfateisout."

-let'sstartatthecinema.

Us:"let'sgo."

Wewalkedout.Andthecarweweregoingtouse

wasalreadyhere.Wedroveoff.

Eyodwa:"didyouguysbringwhatIaskedyouto

bring?"



Theystretchedtheirheads.

Them:"eish."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"mxmwewillbuyitattheMall."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"aamarnnxakiiyeproblemsiyishiyepha

warehousestru."

-nomantheproblemisweleftitatthewarehouse.

Eyodwa:"bendikuthembilebesti."

-itrustedyouBestie.



Welaughed.Wegottothemallandwenttothe

cinema.Wewerebuyingtickets.

Eyodwa:"thengelenielakaUglyDollsumna."

-buymeaticketforUglyDolls.

Wealllookedather.

Us:"areyouwatchinganAnimation?"

Shenoddedsmilinginnocentlylikeachild.

Welaughed.

Me:"youcan'tbeserious."

Her:"Iamserious.IwillnotwatchTerminator.



NdizobukeluUglyDolls."

Welookedatherandshookourheads.Welaughed.

Us:"sheisindeedcrazy."

Wealllaughed.

.

.

.

.

.
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Eyodwa

Iendedupwatchingmymovieandtheywatched

theirs.Iwalkedoutofthecinemaitwasagreat

movie.

Ipreferanimationmoviesthananyothermovie.I

justpreferthemandtheyarethebest.

Isatonthecouchoutside.Theirmovietakeslonger

thanmine.



After15minutesofwaitingtheycameouttalking

aboutthemovie.

Chumani:"yuuhphosiwebra."

-youmissedout.

Me:"bemnandiUglyDollshaibo."

-Uglydollswascool.

Theylookedmeandwealllaughed.

Sekani:"animationzabore."

Me:"Ipreferthemkunezinye."

-thanothers.

Ntlakanipho:"thathinotesbawo."



-takenotes.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"noted."

WewalkedouttoSpursincewewerehungry.We

placedourorders.

Chumani:"funekesiqaleguesthouse."

-wemuststartattheguesthouse.

Me:"ewetata."

-yesdad.

Wealllaughed.



Chumani:"youlikeprovokingme."

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"Cifanbakusebedinilondambo."

-shethinkssheisinbed,Icanseeher.

Welaughed.Ourfoodcame.

Chumani:"Ihateeatingaskmewhy?"

Welookedathimconfused.

Us:"why?"

Him:"myhandsdon'tgettobewashed."



Wecrackedintolaugher.

Them:"tch."

Me:"haiboaniyqelangalentonoyqelait'sbeenlike

for2weeks."

-younotevenusedtothis...

Them:"weareusedtoit."

Me:"justmakesureyoudon'taskforitkladinner."

Theyallkeptquietandfocusedontheirfood.

Me:"aaguys.Youallknowabazalibenuarenot

okaylikeyou."



Them:"so?"

Me:"yooh."

Theylaughed.

Chumani:"kwenzekanton'kuninabanthwana."

-what'shappeningbetweenyouandthosekids?

Sekani:"Aphiwehaslowself-esteem.Likesheisso

usetopeoplemakingfunofthatshethinksIwant

todateherbecauseIwanttoteaseher."

Heshookhishead.

Kelvin:"IknowI'moneofthosepeoplebutIjust

realizedthatsheisactuallybeautifulinherown

way."



Weallnodded.

Ntlakanipho:"makeherbelieveinyouthan.Don't

giveuponher."

ChumaniandKelvin:"yeahfightforherifyoulove

her."

Inoddedlookingathim.

Sekani:"IwillwhenwebackinJozi."

Wenodded.

Ntlakanipho:"kuhlekwelamqavekamnandiOsi."

-everythingisgreatonmysidewithforwardOsi.



Welaughed.

Kelvin:"Nakum."

-metoo.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"nakum."

-metoo.

Welookedathimandlaughed.

Me:"let'sgoforshopping.It'sstill4pm."

Theysulked.



Me:"v'tsekmasambeni."

-let'sgo.

Wepaidandstarteddoingalittlebitofshopping.

WewenttotheGuesthouse.

Sekani:"let'sgetgoing."

Hesaidcomingdownstairs.Wealldressedupin

black.Don'taskwhybutwedid.

Theywerewearingpoloneckswithblackjeans

whileIwaswearingaleathershortskirtwithalace

topandaleatherjacket.

Ntlakanipho:"amacameraangshote."

Welaughed.



Chumani:"lecamerayakhomayisetyenziweklk

baby."

-yourcameramustbeusedbaby.

Welaughed.Itookitofaroundmyneckandplaced

itinarightangle.WeallstoodtheIwasinthe

middleandtheywerebesidesme.

Wetookmanypictures.

Chumani:"yaziandikubonindingathathelwangezi

bharizalapha"

-youknowIdidn'tseeIhopeyouwon'tbetakenby

thesedudesfromhere.

HesaidtakingapictureofmeandKelvin.We

laughed.Afterourlittlephotoshootwewanttothe

club.



Sekani:"VIPorgeneral.'

Us:"rhaasinganxibakanjesohlalakwigeneral."

-whywouldwewearlikethisifwewillbesittingin

thegeneral.

Welaughed.Hewenttotalktothebouncerwhilewe

weretakingpictures.

Hecameback.

Sekani:"let'sgo."

WewalkedintotheViPsection.Weboughtlotsof

kindofbooze.

Us:"tous."



Wesaiddoingcheerswithshots.

Us:"wuw."

MidnightStaringplayed.Istoodupanddanced.

Me:"aaGuyspakhamani."

-standup.

Isaidpullingthem.Weallstarteddancingandthey

werequitegooddancers.Whentheyplayedahip

hopsongwesatdown.

Isawmybrotherscomingtomydirection.

Me:"guysdon'tfreakoutmybrothersarecomingto

ourdirection."



Them:"phi."

Me:"pholani."

-calmdown.

Ilaughed.Theyreachedus.

Liyema:"andthan?"

Me:"yintonii?"

-what?

Kelvin:"inanimajitacopanisiseleni."

-heremansitdownsothatwecandrink.

Wealllaughed.Kelvingavethem.AbottleofRed



Lable.Mybrotherslovealcoholtheysatdown

withouthesitation.

Wealllaughed.MycousinAvewashereto.

Ntondo:"nawesbaliulapha."

-brotherinlawyoualsohere.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"ewesbali."

Welaughed.

Ntsika:"nibancinciningenenjaninorhapha."

-yousmallhowdidyougetin.



Chumani:"moneytalkswenasbali."

Welaughed.

Ave:"MelbauseJozikodwawena."

-yousupposetobeinJohannesburg.

Me:"zocelebratempasobhutt'."

Isaidsmilingtheyalllaughedatme.

Liyema:"imaginewhentheypasstheirfinalexams

qingoEyodwasesithiuyeItalynoRhadebekuba

funauyithengaphaicarvelaabafuniimport."

-sheisgoingtoItalywithRhadebetheywanttobuy

acarvelatheretheydon'twantimport.

Weallburstintolaugher.



Ntando:"kubimajita."

Welaughed.Wespentthewholenightwiththem

havingfun.Ineverthoughtdrinkingwithmy

brotherswouldbethisfun.

Goodthingtheygotalongwithmybro's.Tholukuthi

byKillerplayedandweallwentcrazy.

Weweredrunk.Wedancedandpeoplewerelooking

atuscheering.IguessweweredancingGreat.

Wedancedthewholenightanditwastimetogo

peopledidn'twantustogosincetheywere

enjoyingourcompany.

Chumani:"haiboasingobalaphaklkguyssisuke

Jozithina."



-wearenotfromherewecomebackfrom

Johannesburg.

Wealllaughedbutstayedforalittlebitoftime.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Liyema

Wegothomeintheearlyhoursafterhavingfun

withmysisterandherfriends.

Theywerespendingthousandslikeit'stheirlast

dayonEarth.Richkids.Buttheyarecool.

Weallwokeupat3pm.



Oledi:"whynivukangokuzangenavukangalama

xetshaxaniphumile."

-whyareyouwakingupnowyouneverwokeupat

thistimewhenyouout.

Thewholefamilywassittingatthefront.Aunts,

uncle'skwanto.

Ave:"mfondiniibesiselibottlezomathousandrand

zolo."

-wedrankbottlesworththousandrand.

Aunt:"benine6kumkakwenunjena."

-youhad6kwhenyoulefthere.

Us:"yeahsadibananoRhadebenoEyodwapha."

-wemetRhadebeandEyodwathere.



Them:"Eyodwa!!"

Theywereallshocked.

Us:"yeahrhaazaspendaezayasithesisakuphi

EyodwasaqaywangeRedLable.Sibesiyqelelephi."

-yes.Theyspendalotofmoneywewereaboutto

takeEyodwaoutbuttheygaveusRedLable.We

don'tevenknowit.

Wealllaughed.

Mom:"EyodwaseJozimoc."

Us:"late."

Ntsika:"theyareheretocelebratethempassing."



Wealllaughed.

Ntando:"funekendibeclosenezayaizolonxile

ndangazazinobabelekwengubani."

-imustbeclosewiththemyesterdayIgotdrunkto

thepointwhereIdidn'tknowwhogavebirthtome.

Mom:"v'tsek"

Welaughed.

Mom:"heeo'Eyodwabahambiclub."

Uncle:"funekesibizimeetingsis."

Ave:"asifuzomamelaTrickyBaby."



Wecrackedintolaugher.

Me:"andke."

Mom:"xaninothibeniselingangegroceryforbottle

enyephoffkurichkaPlaatjies."

-whenyousayyouspentgrocerymoneyonone

bottle.ThePlaatjiesarerich.

Wealllaughed.

Uncle²:"iphiMaliyayizolo."

-whereisyesterday'smoney.

Itookitout.Welaughed.



Ntando:"bathebakweyiphiGuesthouseo'Tricky

Baby."

-whichguesthouseisTrickyBabyusing.

Us:"TrickyBaby."

Wealllaughed.

.

.

.

.

.
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Chumani

WewereinthecargoingtotheGuesthouse.

Ntlakaniphowasdriving.

Ndoni:"yoohaaguysaa."

Weweredrunk.

Sekani:"nton'?"

-what?

Her:"yooohaa."



Sheshookherheadwelaughedather.Itookher

cameraandtookavideoofher.

Sekani:"yaziamacherryAyathanducifanba

zingabolaway."

-girlsliketothinkit'salwaysaboutthem.

Hecriedhaibo.Ndonialsocried.

Me:"whyyou2crying?"

Sekani:"Phiwebra."

Ndoni:"khalelibestieyam."

-i'mcryingformybestie



Wealllaughed.Theywerehuggingeachother

tightly.WegottotheGuesthouse.

-weeklater-

Schoolsareopenednow.Ndoni'sfamilyisnotback

yetandthedinneristommorow.

SeemslikeeveryoneIexcited.Ooho'Aphiweare

nowinthefostercare.Mymothertookthemin.

Andtheyaregoingtoaschoolnearour.

Nizi:"doesshehaveanyallergies?"

Shewasmakingalistofwhattobuytoday.Iwas

makingbreakfastforthewholefamily.

Me:"aawhyareyouexcited?"



Nizi:"sozeuyiget.endamthandalamthanasheis

fulloflife."

Ismiledandnodded.

Me:"greatthingthatyouloveher."

Her:"babendingamthandi?"

-ifIdislikedher?

Me:"buzomntandangenkaniklkgirl."

-youweregoingtoloveherforcefully.

Shestartedbeatingmeupwiththecloth.We

laughed.



Me:"yoohkodwamama."

Isaidfixingmyself.

Her:"v'tsekumbinobambi."

-youevenugly.

:"HaibothatmeansNamndimbiklk."

-nothatmeansI'malsougly.

WelookedupitwasSiya.Welaughed.

Me:"uyakuqelataima."

-sheisshittingwithyoudad.

Hecametostandnexttome.



Him:"yabosafanaxauthiumbithatmeansnam

ndimbiakandithandimamakhoChumani."

-youseewelookthesamewhenyoysayhisugly...

I'malsouglyyourmotherdoesn'tlovemeChumani.

Mymomwasdeadwithlaugher.Wealsolaughed.

Nizi:"klkyenaumbinotwenatatakhe."

-heisuglynotyou.

Iheldmychest.Theylaughed.

Me:"suthindimbindondwaqukanomnyeniwakho

mfazi."

-don'tsayI'muglyaloneinvolveyourhusbandto.

Welaughed.



Siya:"haihaikwedini."

Me:"mxmkamephonemtuwam."

-letmecallmygirlfriend.

Itookoutmyphone.Actuallyit'sher'sweswiped

cellphones.

Nizi:"Haibosoyphoneyakholeyo."

-that'snotyourcellphone.

Inodded.

Me:"yeahyakhaEyodwaeyamikhuye."

-itsEyodwa'smineisbyher.

Theylookedatmeshocked.Ilaughed.



Siya:"trustandinsecurities?"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"nje.WetrusteachotherklkthinaandIhave

nothingtohide.Sheknowseverythingaboutme

andIalsoknoweverythingabouther."

Theynoddedstillshocked.Ilaughed.

Siya:"let'sswitchphonesbabyasinokoqithwa

ngabanthwana."

Welaughed.

Me:"SanubanoMonaguys."

-don'tbejealous.



Welaughed.Theybothcametokissmycheeks.

Zathandaundenzamntanaezi.

Me:"I'mnotachildhaibo."

Isaidlaughing.

Them:"youwillalwaysbeourchild."

Ismiledfinishingofbreakfast.Ilovemyparents.

Me:"ndanithandake."

-iloveyou.

Youmusttellyourparentsthatyoulovethem.You

neverknowwhatthefutureholds.



Them:"weloveyoutoo."

Ihuggedthembeforesettingupthetable.Thetwins

camedown.Weatebreakfastandthanwewentto

schoolourparentstookustoschool.

Itwasfunridebondingwithmyfamily.Igottoour

usualspotandtheywerealreadythere.

Ibrohuggedmybro'sandkissedTheFlowerOfMy

Heart.

Me:"homework?"

Ididn'tdomyhomework.Todayit'sWednesday.

Ndoni:"Afrikaansoral.EnglishAssay..."



Us:"Assay."

Shenoddedbusywithherlaptop.

Kelvin:"Assayyantoni?"

Her:"Tomaketheworldabetterplace."

Shelaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"mizuzutaz."

Westretchedourheads.

Her:"justjokingngenangomso."

-theduedateistomorrow.



Welookedather.Shelaughed.

Her:"zanobonayekubasour."

-comeandseeandstopbeingsour

Wewenttolookatthelaptopshewaslookingatthe

picturesofourholiday.

Likemajitabekumnandiikleholide.Ineverhadso

muchfun.Wedidlotsofthingstogether.Wentto

therestaurantontopofthetablemountain.

Wedideveryactivitythere.Shewasshowingusall

thememorieswecreatedinCapeTown.

Theslipewasgreat.



Kelvin:"can'tbelieveyouactuallycriedthatday."

Welaughed.Shewasshowingusthevideoafterwe

gotbackfromtheclub.

Sekani:"manplayinglittlecars."

Wewerewatchingusdoingdumpercars.We

laughed.

Sheshowedusallthepicturesandvideos.

Ntlakanipho:"zusthumeleke."

-sendthemtous.

Her:"donecheckonyourWhatsApp."



TheyallcheckedtheirWhatsApp.Itookmyphone

fromherandchecked.Shesentallofthem.

Kelvin:"yoohstorage."

Wecrackedintolaugher.Thebellrangwewentto

ourclasses.WewereintheAfrikaansclassnow

meaningwehavetodoOral.

Ididn'tprepareforit.Andwehavetotalkaboutour

holidayeasytopic.Butyoumusthavea

presentation.

Ididn'tevenknow.Iwilldominetommorow.Itwas

Eyodwa'sturnafterherit'sSekani.Weareitgoing

Alphabeticalorder.

Sekani:"ma'amwhatifwewenttothesameholiday

withtheotherstudents?"



Juf.DuPreez:"whatdoyoumean."

Sekani:"Mev.Ek,Plaatjies,KelvinenMsLanga

SaamKaaptoegegaan,hetonsdieheleweeksaam

deurgebring."

-Ma'amme,Plaatjies,KelvinandMs.Langawentto

capeTowntogether.Wespentthewholeweekthere.

Class:"mmmh."

Welaughed.

Ma'am:"jymoetjouvakansieondermekaarverdeel"

-youcandivideyourholidayamongyourselves.

Kelvin:"can'twedothepresentationalltogetherit

willbeboringifwewillbetalkingaboutthesame



thingbutonebyone."

Ma'am:"No.Langacame."

Us:"mxmawumbi."

-youugly.

Theclasslaughed.Eyodwawenttherewithher

laptopsheconnecteditattheprojector.

Iwasmakingfunnyfaceslookingather.

Her:"Myvakansie.Ihetgewent..."

Theclass:"huh?Uthinielaborate."

Weallcrackedintolaugher.Shewasintears.



Ma'am:"stoplaughing."

Ndoni:"ma'amIcan'tdothisanymore."

Us:"heebenidyolakanti?"

-youweredating.

Me:"masimBetheyandidyolela."

-let'sbeathersheischeatingonme.

Wealllaughed.Theteacherwaspissed.

Ndoni:"Mevrou,ekkannievoortgaannie,dieklas

laatmylag.VeralChumanimaakhysnaakse

gesigte,omnietevergeetdatekmyaanbieding

saammethulleoefennie."

-ma'amIcan'tcontinuetheclassismakingme



laugh.EspeciallyChumaniheismakingfunnyfaces,

nottoforgetthatIpracticemypresentationwith

them.

Shesaidlaughing.Thebellrang.

Ma'am:"tommorowIwantmypresentationyoucan

doittogether.Andatbreaktimeyoumustallcome

andfetchyourdemerits."

Us:"Andizi."

-i'mnotcoming.

Saidthewholeclassmakingit'swayoutlaughing.

.

.

.

.



.

.

Nkanyezi

It'sbeenquietalongtime.WellmeandUvuyoare

stillatthesameschool.

Wedecidedtostartbehavingnow.Butthatdoesn't

meanwestoppedswiping.

ItwasbreaktimenowandIwassittingwithmy

boyfriend.Hisingrade10.Westarteddatingon

Valentine'sdaythisyear.

Craig(hiswhite):"sorryfordumpingyoulasttime.

Pressurewasgettingoverme."

Inodded.



Me:"it'sfineI'moverthat."

Hesmiled.Hehasabeautifulsmile.Iblushed.

Him:"promisemewewillneverbreakupagain.I

wantustogrowoldtogether."

Me:"Ipromise."

Hehuggedandgavemeapeck.

Him:"Iloveyouokay."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Him:"howdoyousayitinyourlanguage."



Welaughed.Everytimewearetogetherhealways

wantstolearnisiXhosa.Butthat'snotallwetalk

about.

Me:"Ndi.."

Him:"Ndi.."

Me:"yaku.."

Him:"yaku.."

Me:"Thanda."

Him:"Thanda."

Welaughedbeforekissing.



Him:"Ndiyakuthanda."

HewasstragglingbutIfounditcute.Ismiledat

him.

Me:"ndakuthandanam."

Hesmiled.Wekissedagain.Weheardnoise.We

lookedwereitwascomingfromtherewasacircle.

Craig:"iwonderwhat'shappeningnow.Ihatebeing

RCL."

Westoodupandwenttheremybrotherwas

fightingwithagrade12learner.Ubani?

Iwenttobeattheleavingshitoutofhim.Webeat



himupwithtwin.Peopleweretryingtobreakus

apartbutcouldn't.

Wejustfought.MeandUvuyoalwaysfighteach

other'sbattlesthatshowweare.

Craig:"babythescissors."

Iguesshewastolatecausethatboyhadalready

stabbedmeonmyarm.Iscreamedinpain.Craig

cametolookatmyarm.

Uvuyowasalsobleedingonhisthighandhis

girlfriendwasalreadywithhim.

IcriedcauseIwasinpain.Craigpickedmeupin

bridalstyleandwewenttotheoffice.

.



.

.

.

.

.
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Uvuyo

IwasfightingwithPhumlanibecausewebetted.

Ourteamwonandhedidn'twanttogiveusour

money.

Iknowviolenceisnottheanswerbutnguyeondi

nxanyileyo.

ThankGodNkanyezigottomeontime.Ifitwasn't

forherPhumlaniwasgoingtobeattheshitoutof

me.

Buthestabbedme.Iwasstilllookingatmythigh

whenhestabbedmysister.Icouldn'tevenwarnher.

ThankGodherex,Ithink,Craigtookher.Fefe,that's

mygirlfriend'snickname,helpedmeStandup.

Me:"betterpraymyfathergetshereinagoodmood



orhellwillbreakloose.Itwasgoingtobegreatfor

youwhenitwasmebutyoualsostabbedmydad's

princessgoodluck.Youwillregretthedayyour

motheropenedherlegs."

Everyonegasped.Hewasscaredlookingatthe

scissors.OfcourseIwaslyingwhenIsaiditwas

goingtobebetterifitwasme.

Myfatherswasgoingtodoworseifitwasmealone

eitherway.FefehelpedmeWalktotheoffice.

Theteacherswereallpacingupanddown.

Principal:"hewasalsostabbedyoupleasesitdown

sothatMr.Georgecanalsohelpyou."

Isatdown.



Deputy:"yourparentsareontheirway."

MyTeacher:"wereisthatboythatstabbedyou?"

Craig:"stilloutsidema'am."

Principal:"comewithhim.Thepolicearealsoon

theirway."

Craignoddedbeforewalkingout.

Principal:"Izimfefeyoucanbeexcused."

Shewalkedout.Craigcamebackwiththeworried

Phumlaninow.

Deputy:"Mr.TomI'mafraidbutwehadtocallthe

police."



Heburiedhisheadinhishands.Thepolicewalked

in.Thanhisparentsthanours.

Siya:"iphilonja?"

-whereisthatdog?

Hechargedtowardshimbutthepolicestoppedhim.

Police:"Mr.Plaatjieswewillhandlethis."

Siyagavehimadeadstare.

Principal:"Craigcanyoupleasetelluswhat

happened."

Craig:"IwassittingwithStaronthebenchesnear

thefield...."



Us:"whoisStar?"

HejustrealizednowthathecalledNkanyezibystar.

WhenyoutranslateNkanyeziinEnglishit'sStar.

MyfatherlookedathimandNkanyezi.Ichuckled.

Craig:"oohsorryitsMs.Plaatjies.Weheardanoise

andsinceIwasondutyIhadtogoandcheck

what'sgoingon.Star...ImeanMs.Plaatjies

accompaniedme.WegotthereandMr.Plaatjies

wasfightingwithMr.Tom.StarhelpedMr.Plaatjies

wetriedgettingthemapartbutcouldn't.Mr.Tom

tookouthisscissorsandstabbedthem."

SiyaandNizi:"boywebettermeetupafterthis

meeting."



WeallChuckled.

Police:"butwhywouldyoufight."

Me:"webettedandourteamwon.Hedidn'twantto

giveusourmoneyandhestrangledme.Wefought

kengoku."

Siya:"hehastobearrestedbeforeItakethelawinto

myhandsandoohboyyouwillregretthedayyou

wereborn."

MrTom:"whoareyoutothreatenmyson."

SiyaandNizi:"FirstbornkaSatana."

Theygasped.WhatIhaverealizedisthatwhenever

theythreatensomeone.TheSandFalwaysstand



out.

Police:"Mr.Plaatjiesstopmakingthreat's."

Nizi:"Mr.Tomdon'tyouhave3daughters?"

Mr.Tom:"3daughters?"

Theywerealllost.

Nizi:"yeahthereare3youngladiesthatlookslike

you."

Wewerealllostkengoku.Nizigavehimher

businesscard.

Nizi:"callme."



Siya:"haimnikeElilam."

-givehimmine.

Welaughed.

Nizi:"Idid."

TheyarrestedPhumlani.WegothomeandChumani

wasrestingonthecouchplayingFIFA.

Nizi:"Chumaniawukatshintshinotshintsha."

-Chumaniyouhaven'tevenchanged.

Chumani:"yekamnaandthanNinathenibrukhwe

nehempe."

-leavemewhathappenedtoyourtrousersandshirt.



Nizi:"hlatyiwe."

-theywerestabbed.

Hiseyeswidened.

Him:"banilokaka."

-whowasit?

Siya:"don'tworryIhavegotthingsundercontrol."

Hewinkedathim.Henodded.

Siya:"masiqithekleyokaygcophiselekaStar

princess."

-let'spassthatone,tellusaboutStarprincess.



Wealllaughed.

Chumani:"baniStar?"

-whoisStar?

Nizi:"nguye.LaowyakhembizangoStar."

-itsher.ThatboyfriendofherscallsherStar.

Siya:"libulunorh."

-hisawhite.

Chumani:"tsimadoda."

WealllookedatNkanyezishewasbusyonher

phonesmiling.Welaughedather.

Nkanyezi:"bestfriendyamtata."



Welookedatherandlaughed.

Me:"fundugrdbanilachap?"

-whichgradeishein?

IknowwhichgradeheisinbutIjustwanttocause

adrift.

T.O:"ee."

Nkanyezi:"andimazii."

-idon'tknow.

Welaughedlookingather.

Chumani:"grd11?"



Ishookmyhead.

Nizi:"makalahlwerhaamdalanaknobhutt'wakho."

-hemustbedumpedhisolderthanyourbrother.

Chumani:"ewe."

Siya:"bututheyiBestFriend."

Nkanyezi:"tellthemdaddy."

Me:"haykeStarkaCraigtheRCLmember."

Welaughed.

Her:"yatshokuFefe."



-youwillsaythattoFefe.

Theyalllookedatme.

Me:"masidlalebhutt'."

-let'splaybrother.

Theylaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Eyodwa

Wealldidourpresentationthefollowingday.Iwas

basicallytheonedoingeverything.



Itoldthemwhattosayandall.Everyonelovedour

presentation.Someoneclappedwelookedatthe

door.

Theprincipalwasstandingtherewiththedeputy.

Principal:"whatagreatpresentation.I'msureyou

hadfun."

Us:"wedidsir."

Theynodded.

Deputy:"Ijusthopethattheygotfullmarks."

Mev.DuPreez:"theydid."



Wesmiledlookingatthem.Everyoneseemedto

haveenjoyeditcausetheywereallhappylookingat

ourpictures.

Itwasnowbreaktimeweresittinginourusualspot.

Chumani:"stillcomingtonight?Mymotherdidn't

evengotoworkbecauseofthis."

Me:"Iam.Iwillcomeat4ifnot5pm."

Theynodded.

Sekani:"seemslikeeveryonecan'twaittoseeyou."

Ntlakanipho:"I'mjustwaitingforthechallenge."

Welaughed.



Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillwinhey.I'mstillnewinthis

drivingthing.Andit'safriendlygame."

Chumani:"KelvindoyoustillhaveyourDrone?"

Kelvin:"stillthinkingofwereIplacedit."

Ntlakanipho:"sizothengenyebaayikhoakho

smoko."

-wewillbuyanewonethanthereisnoproblem.

Welaughed.

Me:"whyareyouallexcited?"

Chumani:"youragreatdrivermymotherisalsoa

greatdriverwejustwanttoseewhoisthe



greatest."

Ishookmyheadandwealllaughed.

Itwasnowtimetogothere.Iwaswearingacheck

yellowshirtwithayellowvest,myBlackjeanjacket

withmyblackankleadidastakkie.

IstyledmyAfroinaFrontPuffstyle.Iswitchedon

allthelightsinthehouse.

Lockedallthedoorsandswitchedonthealarm

beforegoingtomymother'sCitiGolf.

Ilovethiscar.Anditlooksgreat.Theyhaven'tcame

back.TheywillcomebackonSaturday.

IdrovetherejammingonSjava'ssongs.Ilovehis



music.Igotthereandthereweremanycarsoutside.

Wow.Neverseenbillionsofdollarsinoneplacethe

houselooksgreatthecarsscreamMoney.

Ican'twaittoownmyownexpensivecar.

Igotoutofthecarholdingmyphone.I'Mnota

purseperson.Therewerekidsplayingoutside.Girls

andboys.

Therewasalsoadog.IhatedogssinceKelvin'sate

mymeat.

Me:"celanithathelenjayenu."

-canyoupleasetakeyourdog.

MfondiniIwasalsowearingaskirtwhatifitbitsme.



Ican'triskit.Theylaughedlookingatme.

BoylookinglikeChumani:"gqithaayilumi."

-passitdoesn'tnotbite.

Anothergirl:"haisubiziGamalam."

-nodon'tcallmyname.

Welaughedthesekids.

Me:"aamarnguystakethisdogawayIpromiseI

willtakeyououttommorowndiniseDisneyland."

Weallburstintolaugher.

AnotherboyifnotgirllookinglikeChumani:"youfull

ofjoke's."



Welaughed.

Me:"yistruifIgetbittenndizonikabanonke."

-iwillkickyouall.

BoyfromSekani'shouse:"asibanintsi."

-wearealot.

Me:"mxmkaniyekeniPowerRangersnithathelenja."

-stopitPowerRangersandtakethisdog.

Wealllaughed.

Anothergirl:"Iwillholdthedogforyou,youmay

pass."



Me:"yabonawenaIwillfindyoutheBestboyfriend

everyistrundakthembisa."

-ipromiseyou.

Theylaughed.IrantothehousecallingRhadebe.I

foundhimlaughinginthehouse.Ijumpedontopof

him.Breathingheavily.

Everyonewaslaughinginsidethehouse.

:"Haibouthenii."

-what'swrong?

Me:"isn'tityourkids.Itriedeverythingbutthey

didn'twanttoholdthedogbutthanalittlecute

princessheldit."

Theylaughed.Istoodupproperly.



Me:"oohwherearemymannersI'mEyodwandoni

Langa."

Isaidsmilinggenuinely.Theyalsosmiled.

Chumani'sfather:"I'MSiyamthandaChumani's

father."

Inodded.Theyallintroducedthemselves.Ikept

noddingsmiling.

Me:"nicetomeetyou'll."

Them:"nicetofinallymeetyoutoo."

Lethabo:"oohIhaven'tforgottenaboutmymedical

bill."



Wealllaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"tchiiniiolediselapho."

-youstillthere?

Cage:"ungunopatazanakwediniv'tsek."

Wealllaughed.

TT:"kaniyekenyanam.Iwanttowatchthe

challenge."

-let'swaitwithmyson.

Nizi:"LemmegofetchtheGTI'scarkeys."

Chumani:"babywhichcarwillyouuse."



Me:"myCitiGolfwillbefine."

Them:"areyousuredon'tyouwantasportscar

outside."

Igiggledshakingmyhead.TheyChuckled.we

walkedout.Kelvinswitchedonhisdrone.

Theyconnecteditonthelaptopsothattheycan

watch.Westoodinposition.

Wetookoff.WewereracingaroundSandtonnot

caringaboutanything.

Fucksheisafastdriver.Icouldn'tgetpassedher

weweredrivingonthesamepace.



Imanagedtogetfasterthanherasweweregetting

closebacktothehouse.Butmyfootslippedfrom

theaccelerator.Shemanagedtogetpassedme

biping.

Fuck.Igottothehouse1secondbehindher.She

wasjumpingupanddown.Igotout.

Siya:"Eyodwabenikuthembilenjanindibejile

beworsebusewuwin.a."

-EyodwaItrustedyou.howcome?Ibetandyou

weregoingtowin.

Me:"myfootslippedfromtheacceleratorplusshe

isagreatdriver."

Nizisidehuggedme.Theylaughed.Westayedin

thatposition.



Sekani:"themotherinlawanddaughterinlaw

challengeisbuzzinginsocialmedia."

Iguesstheywereliveonsocialmedia.

Kelvin:"don'tmovestayinthatposition."

Theytookapictureofus.

Mike:"Yonantonathandufotemakwedini."

-youliketakingpictures.

Welaughed.IwassurprisedthatKelvin'sfather

couldspeakisiXhosa.

Us:"tch."



Nizikissedmycheek.

Her:"let'sgofinishofDinner."

Chumani:"haibomamaundithathelicherryyam

ngoku."

-youtakingmygirlfriendnow.

Wealllaughed.

Nizi:"mxm."

ShepulledmewewenttothekitchenIstarted

helpingherwithdinner.

Me:"yaziIthoughtyouwereoneofthose

housewife'sthatcan'tevencookordoathingsince

yourhusbandhasmillions."



Shegiggled.

Her:"Healwaysnagsaboutmebeingahousewife

butneeIbelieveinbeingmyownindependent

woman."

Inoddedsmilinglookingather.

Her:"Ialsowanttoseeyougraduatingoneday

Eyodwa."

Me:"Iwillgraduateandbeabusinesswomanto

don'tworry.Idon'tbelieveinbeingahousewifeI

believeinhavingmyownwealth."

Her:"Greattohearthat.Causeyouneverknowwhat

toexpect."



Inodded.

Her:"Istillcan'tbelievethatyouandChumaniare

thisclosewhenyouusedtobeineachother's

throats."

Webothlaughed.

Me:"ntozokhula."

-wegrowup.

Her:"andyousoinlovewitheachother.Itisvisible

inyoureyestoosee."

Ismiled.Shehuggedmeandthankissedmy

forehead.Ilovethiswomanguyshaibo.



Wefinishedcookingwhilewerechattingand

laughing.Ienjoyedmytimewithher.nocap.

Wesetupthetableoutsidesinceit'sbiggerthanthe

oneinside.

Whenweredonewecalledeveryone.Thekidswere

eatingintheinplayroom.Everyonecameandsat

down.

Ayola:"Sekanipray."

Sekani:"hainooledi."

Welaughed.Heendedupprayingsulkingashewas.

Weallstartedeating.

Siya:"whyningatyinini."



-whyain'tyoueating.

Hewastalkingaboutmybro's.Theyweresitting

besidesme.Iwasinthemiddleasalways.

Theylookedatme.

Me:"namhlazaumtukanjanii."

-youlikehumiliatingaperson.

Theylaughed.Istoodup.Everyonewaslost.They

werejustsmiling.Iwanttothekitchenandtookone

ofNizi'sTupperware's.

Pouredinwarmwaterandwalkedoutwithacloth

onmyshoulders.Iwaslookingdownalltime.I

wenttokneelinfrontofChumanifirst.



TheoldDawgs:"haileKaka."

Wealllaughed.

Iwashedhishands.Icouldfeeleyespiercing

throughmyskin.TheywerealllookingatmeI

guess.Andthisdudeissmilinglikehiscrazy.When

IwasdoneIwashedSekani'sthanNtlakanipho's

thanKelvin's.

Siya:"Namndafuna."

-ialsowantminetobewashed.

HesaidasIwasstandingup.Iwashedhis.Hewas

smiling.Ilookedathimandlaughed.Hewas

smiling.Mxm.

T.O:"Nathi."



Chumani:"aaGuysthat'smywife."

Them:"gawume."

-wait.

Wealllaughed.Ibasicallywashedeveryone's

hands.Iwenttoplacethecontainerinside.And

walkedbackout.

TopDawgs:"Ihopeinithathetipsladies."

Wealllaughed.

Them:"hairhaa.Itwasaonceofexperience."

Wealllaughed.



Chumani:"lifetimeexperienceforChumaniOwethu

Plaatjies."

Welaughedathim.Hewaseatinghismeat.

Siya:"Eyodwa."

Me:"TakaChumani."

Him:"Eyodwa."

Me:"TakaChumani."

Wealllaughed.

Him:"Eyodwa."



Me:"RhadebeSenior."

Wealllaughed.

Him:"yeahbendifunalontootherwiseijustgota

messagefromtheboxingclubbathiuyaqualifya."

-that'swhatIwanted...

Wecrackedintolaugher.NowIseewhereChumani

getshiscrazyness.Iwasevenintears.

.

.

.

.
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Chumani

Guysmyfamilyisawholelotofvibe.Theymade

Eyodwafeelwelcomed.

Nizi:"ifitwasFridayIwasgoingtokeepyouforthe

wholeweekend."

Me:"uzolalait'stolateforher."



Them:"haibo."

Weweresittingattheloungenow.

Me:"Ihaveatracksuitpluswearethesameheight

andIhaveapairofshoesthatIneverwore.It'snot

evensafeforhertoleavealone.Herfamilyisin

CapeTown.Books,shewillusemyexampad."

Theyalllaughed.

Thando:"Iseeyougotitallfiguredout."

Ismirkedtheylaughedmore.Weallsatthere

chattingandlaughingbeforetheywenthome

exceptforNdoniofcourse.



Nizi:"I'msotired.EyodwaChumaniwillshowyou

theGuestroom."

Ilookedather.

Me:"guestroom?"

Wealllaughed.

Siya:"asoyisoundproofkelaroomroomyakho

kwedini."

-thatroomofyoursain'tsoundproofboy.

Wealllaughed.Theywalkedtotheelevator.

Ndoni:"let'sgotosleepwehaveanearlymorning

tomorrow."



Ipulledherclosetome.Wewalkedupthestairs.

Me:"didyouenjoyyourself."

Her:"enjoyisanunderstatement.Yourfamilyif

crazyandavibeatthesametime."

Me:"seeItoldyouthereisnothingyoushouldworry

about.It'sagreatthingyouenjoyed."

Her:"I'malsothankfultoyourwelcomingfamily."

Me:"atleastwemeteachother'sfamilies."

Her:"yeahandI'msuretheywillalsogetalong."

Wegotinsidetheroom.



Me:"theysurelywill.Didanyonetellyouhow

beautifulyouaretoday."

Her:"everyonewascomplimentingmearoundthe

table."

Me:"mxm.Butyousexyyoushouldwearshort

skirtseveryday."

Her:"evenwhenIgoaroundtown."

Igaveheradeadstare.Wewerealreadyunder

covers.

Me:"asizovana."

-wewon'tgetalong.



Shelaughed.

Her:masilale."

-let'ssleep.

Itookofherthongshealwayswearsthemwhen

sheisaroundme.Iboughtthemforher.Awkward

yeahIknow.Shewaswearingmyoversizetee.

Her:"whatthefuck."

Me:"Rhadebemilebawo."

Shelaughed.

Me:"ungangxoline."

-don'tmakeanoise.



Ikissedherandenterwithoutwarning.Igotnotime

forforeplay.Shewasalreadywetanyway.Shewas

abouttoscreambutIshutherwithakiss.

Her:"brayoumad."

Shesaidmoaning.

Me:"Ihavegotnotimeforforeplaytodaysorry."

Shenodded.Wehad3steamyrounds.

Her:"fuck.Thatwasgreat."

Ilaughed.



Me:"youcan'tevenresistRadebenowIsee."

Her:"mxmlet'ssleep."

Igotinsideofheragain.

Her:"mmhChumaniwhatthefuck."

Me:"1lastroundpleaseithasbeenaweek."

Shemoanedlaughing.Wehadanotherround

beforesleepingnaked.

Thealarmwhenoff.

Her:"babyvukasothatIcanfixthebed."



Shesaidkissingmylips.

Me:"I'mup."

Wekissed.Istoodup.

Her:"youhaveasexyassbytheway."

Ishowedhermymiddlefingerwelaughed.Iwalked

tomyclosetandtook2ofmytracksuits.Iwillalso

wearmine.

Itookmypairoftoughees.Iwearthemwhenit's

raining.SothatIdon'tslip.

Igotoutholdingeverything.Iplaceditontopofthe

bed.Shewasjustplacingthepillows.



Me:"let'sgotakeashower."

Wewalkedtotheshower.

Her:"IwillseeyouonMondaynow."

Me:"Ihateweekends."

Isulked.Shegiggledbeforekissingmeallovermy

face.Iwasgigglingmyassout.

Me:"I'mtheonewhoissupposetodothat."

Her:"butIlovedoingit."

Shegavemeablowjob.Ididn'tgetenoughsoI

turnedheraroundandhititfromtheback.



WegotdoneandwenttotheRoom.Weworeour

uniform.Iwasabittallerthanher.

Me:"yeahweshouldalwaysbelikethis."

Welaughed.

Her:"Ialsohatethefactwearethesameheight."

Me:"Iwillbetallerthanyoudon'tworry."

Welaughed.IgavehermyspareRedbatbag.

Her:"izampahlazam."

-givememyclothes.



Me:"aaziyeke."

-leaveit.

Shenodded.Sheknowsshewon'twintheargument

withme.Weweredoneandwentdownstairs.

Webothworeaprons.Wemadefarmhouse

breakfast.Theyallcamedownaswewereslicing

thelasttomato.

Nkanyezi:"canshestaywithusplease.Iwant

anothersister.I'mtiredofbeingtheonlygirl."

Wealllaughed.

Us:"butyouactlikeaboy."

Eyodwa:"howdoyouseparatethem?"



Us:"wegotusedtothem."

Eyodwa:"yooh."

Me:"theyevenswipethemselveswhentheywrite

tests."

Wealllaughed.Wewerenoweating.

Nizi:"IevengottiredofbeingcalledtoschoolthatI

blockedtheirnumbers."

Weburstintolaugher.

Siya:"IalwayscallChumani."



Eyodwa:"whyniswipe?"

Them:"I'mcleverinSS/Mathsandshe/heisclever

inSS/Maths."

TheySaidatthesametimefeedingeachother.We

laughed.

Eyodwa:"zosokolamfazinomnyeniwabo."

-hiswifeandherhusbandwillgetahardtime.

Us:"CraigkaStar."

Weallburstintolaugher

Siya:"bestfriendyakheguys."



Nkanyezi:"tch."

Uvuyo:"iyaphuzwanale...kamisa...Bestfriend."

-this...Openup...Getskissen.

Welaughed.

Siya:"princess."

Her:"heislyingdaddymommytalktohim."

Nizi:"Inogoenter."

ShesaidinanNigerianaccent.Wecrackedinto

laugher.

Eyodwa:"LoL."



Welaughedmore.

Siya:"jokesasideguysshedidn'twashourhands

today."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"haindilibeleRadebeSenior."

-iforgot.

Nizi:"njani."

-how?

Me:"hainimabuse.lezolo."

-youabusedheryesterday.



Welaughed.TheytookNkanyeziandUvuyoto

schoolafterbiddinggoodbyetous.MeandEyodwa

wenttoschoolusingherCitiGolf.

Me:"let'sstartbythegarageforlunch."

Her:"ain'twegoingtobelate."

Me:"mxmwewilljustsighthedemeritsandgoto

class."

Sheshookherheadbeforegoingtothegarage.I

laughed.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Isaidholdingherthigh.



Her:"Iloveyoutoo."

WegotinandwenttoSteers.

Me:"10ribburgersmoc?"

Her:"yeahwewillallget2each."

Wewaitedforourorderfor15minutes.

Her:"Iwasabouttoorderribstoobutthebelljust

rang."

Ilaughedbeforegivingherapeck.Wedroveto

school.Weplacedthefoodinherbagsinceit's

empty.Ithad1bookremember.

Asexpectedwehadtosighin.Wewalkedtothe



class.Laughing.

Teacher:"whyareyou2late?"

Us:"wewokeuplate."

Theteacherliftuphereyebrow.

Class:"mmh."

Us:"wearecousins."

Teacher:"Isee."

Class:"theydyolingsklk."

Welaughed.Theteacherwalkedout.



Sekani:"eeEyodwabelelemziniwakhe."

-yesEyodwawassleepingatherinlawshouse.

Class:"huh."

Theyopenedtheireyes.Wealllaughed.

Ndoni:"siyazalaiyosiyazalaiyosiyazalaiyo

siyazalaiyo."

Shesangsittingdown.Welaughed.Iwenttosit

nexttoher.

Khanya:"whydoesshehaveadifferentbagand

shoes?"

Welaughed



Me:"yuhaathethaniguysnifunanton'."

-notalkguyswhatdoyouwant?

Class:"iNyani."

Us:"oohbesiyothengilunchegarage."

-wewenttobuylunchbythegarage.

Theysideeyedus.

Me:"yeahandshewassleepingwithherbestfriend

mysister."

Wealllaughed.

Kelvin:"weallknowNkanyezicuddleswithher



humanteddybear,Uvuyo."

Welaughed.

Me:"thebothofthem."

Class:"theydyolings."

IlookedatthelaughingNdoniandgaveherapeck.

Class:"Thembacimisbane."

-Thembaswitchofthelights.

Themba:"mxmv'tsek."

Welaughed.



Me:"haibobawocimasibenotyananobaby."

-nomanswitchthemofsothatwecanhavesex

withmybaby.

Theyburstintolaugher.Ihavegreatclassmates

andIonlyrealizenow.Ineverreallypayedattention

tothem.

.

.
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Eyodwa

Itwasnowbreakitookoutthefood.

Them:"haiChristmas."

MeandChumanilaughed.Igaveeachoneofthem

2burgers.Ialsotookmy2burgers.

Me:"whenlastdidyouseeo'Aphiwe?"

Them:"lastweek."



Kelvin:"butwewillgotothemafterschool."

Inodded.

Chumani:"dyola?"

Ntlakanipho:"yah."

Kelvin:"yah."

Sekani:"stillwaiting."

Chumani:"triedcharmingher?"

Sekani:"olandithengeneredrosesrhaa.Evenne

barone."



Us:"barone?"

Wecrackedintolaugher.

Sekani:"itsherfavoriteworsepartshedoesn'tlove

materialthings.Soitwillbehardtoimpressher."

Welookedathimshocked.

Him:"butI'mwellingtodoanythingforher.Ilove

hersomuch."

Us:"that'sthespirit."

Weallbrohuggedhim.Welaughed.

Me:"trustmeuzovumanamhlanje."



Him:"yahimanagedtomakehercatchfeelings.."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"ifakavumiklegamenguNyokonjayam

straight."

-ifshedoesn'tagreethanit'shermotherstraight.

Weburstedintolaugher.

Us:"hainyani."

Ntlakanipho:"Osiaskedmetohelpherfindher

Fatherandisaidiwillhelpher."

Chumani:"soyoualsoneedmyhelp?"



Henodded.

Kelvin:"youwillcomewithusafterschool."

Chumaninodded.

Chumani:"butIwon'tbeabletostaythereforlong.I

willbegoingtotheFirmtoday."

Theynodded.

Ntlakanipho:"eyodwa?"

Me:"iwillhavetogototown.Ineedtobuymy

toiletries."



Theynoddedsadly.

Me::"iwillnexttimeguys.Iwillbethenegotiate."

Welaughed.

Itwasnowafterschool.IwenttotheMall.Ibought

mythings.IwascravingforfriesandMcFlurry,soi

wenttoMcDonald's.

IgotthereandthelinewaslongaseveryFriday.

:"Tchininawelapha."

-youalsohere?

IlookedbehindandNiziwiththetwinsweregetting

in.



Me:"ohmoloMakaChumani.Bendizothengifries

sinceiwascravingforthem."

Nizi:"yeyidon'twanttobeagrandmaI'mstill

young."

Welaughed.

Thetwins:"yoohmamangobaxa."

-momwithexaggerating.

Welaughed.

Me:"tukema."

Her:"goodkewecametofetchourordersihambe

ke."

-sothatwecango.



Ihuggedallofthem.Theytooktheirordersand

walkedout.Igottothefront.

Waiter:"welcometoMacDonaldhowcanihelpyou."

Hewassmilingdifferentlythat'snotthesmilehe

givesothercustomers.Oramiseeingthings.

Me:"mediumsizefriesandOreoMacFlurry."

Henoddedstillsmiling,creepy.Itookmyslipand

wenttositdown.Icouldfeeleyespiercingthrough

myskin.

Ilookedaroundandthatdudewaslookingatme.

Creepy.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

Unknown

Ihavebeenstalkingherthiiswholefuckenyear.

Andtodayisawher.

Iwouldhaveapproachedherbutthereisthatstupid

boysheisdating.Butihaveaplan.

Iwillmarryherinfrontofhim.

:"Mfanamididyoudrinkyourpills."



Thatwasmother.Thedoctorssaythatihave

bipolarbutidon'tbelievethemabit.

IknowthatI'mfine.Itookmyknifeandthrowit

againstthewallanditlandedonthatboysface.

Ilaughed

.

.

.

.

.

.

Notedited

CHUMANI'SLIFE

33

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Chumani

Aswewerewalkingwiththegentsigotacallfrom

mymom.

Me:"oledi."

Her:"Owethu.o'Osizangebamentiongamalikha

mamabo?"

-haveOsievermentionedhermother'sname.



Me:"wait...Bakhebabamentiongamalabazali

babo?"

-havetheyevermentionedtheirparentsnames?

Isaidlookingatmybro's.

Ntlakanipho:"yeahDumaTomandFelicia

Vumazonke."

Inodded.

Me:"DumaTomandFeliciaVumazonke."

Her:"okaythankyou."

Me:"Whybuza?"



-asking?

Her:"Ithinkifoundtheirfather.Butiwillupdateyou

whenigethome.o'Nkanyeziarenaggingnow."

Welaughedbeforeshedroppedthecall.

Me:"iguessthereisnoneedforustosearch

anymore.Nizihasalreadyfoundtheirparents."

Them:"good."

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmndiyahambaumnandizonibonane.Soze

kabeamatyeumna."

-i'mgoing,iwillseeyou.Iwillneverkickrocks.



Welaughed.Icrossedtheroadandtheythrew

stonesatme.Ilaughedbeforewalkingtomy

fathersfirm.Igotinandwentstraighttohisoffice.

Andinaxetshalobulisa.I'mintimidatinglikemy

fatherremember.Igotinandhewasbusy.

Ijustsatdowntookthepencilonthedeskwiththe

notepad.Istarteddrawinghim.Funnyfactican

actuallydraw.

Istoppeddrawinglastyearwheniwasdonewith

grade9creativearts.Iusetoenjoythatsubject.I

lovedrawing.

Istarteddrawingmovinginmychairsothatican

seehimproperly.

Him:"boyyouBetterstopmovingonthatchair



beforeiglueyoutoit."

Welaughed.Hecontinueddoingwhathewasdoing

andialsocontinueddrawing.Hegotdoneand

lookedatme.

Me:"fuckwhydidyoumove."

Him:"golookatyourselfatthemirrorandfinish

yourdrawing."

Welaughed.

Me:"ihatethatilooklikeyou."

Him:"phinda."

-saythatagain.



Iknowwerethisisgoing.Hewillwanttofightme

andhedefeatsme.

Me:"ilovethefactthatilooklikeyoubutjongga

taimabintleleway."

-lookdaditwasbeautiful.

Isaidshowinghimmystartingdrawing.

Him:"atleastthereissomething."

Welaughed.

Him:"let'sgetdowntobusiness.Sothereisthis

land."

Me:"land?"



Him:"yeahbutnotjustanyland.Onthatlandthere

arediamonds."

Iwidenedmyeyeslookingathim.

Me:"diamonds?!"

Him:"yahdiamonds.Rememberwhenyougotan

injuredwewenttoanotherEventandwewereall

givenlandscapes.Butonelandscapeshowedthat

therearediamondsontheland.Igothalfofthethe

landscapeandnowican'tfindtheothermeaningi

don'tknowwherethelandis."

Ilookedathimstillshocked.

Me:"sohowareyoudoinggoingtofindit??"



Him:"goodquestion."

HesaidwalkingarounddrinkinghisRemyMartin.

YaythandalekakaRemy.

Him:"theotherlandscapeisinasafeinPretoria

highlyguarded.Noteasytogetthroughthesafetoo,

highsecurity.Soineedyoutohelpusplanouton

thisheistasmanypeopleareafterthis.Meandmy

brothersneedthisland.Wewillhavebillionsifwe

getit."

Inodded.

Me:"sendmeapictureofthebuildingiwillseewhat

icancomeupwith."

Him:"iwouldrathergiveityou.Whatifsomeone

hacksintoyourlaptopphoffit'shardtobugit."



Welaughed.

Me:"sowebasicallyhaveaminenow."

HepouredanotherglassoftheRemyandgaveitto

me.

Him:"towealthandpower."

Me:"towealthandpower."

Wedidatoastedandlaughed.Myphonebeepedi

lookedatitand.Laughed.Themessagewentlike.

'ihopeyoureadytoletgoofyourgirlfriendcause

tommorowI'mgettingmarriedtoher.Iwillmake

sureyoutheretowatch.'



AndarecentpictureofEyodwawassentshewas

atMacDonald.

Siya:"wahlekawedwa?"

-whyareyoulaughingalone?

Igavehimmyphone.Webothlaughed.

Him:"surelyhedoesn'tknowthatweare100×

crazy."

Me:"wuuhhI'mscared."

WeBurstintolaugher

Him:"wewon'treactwewilljustwaitforhimto

attackthanwewillreact."



Inodded.

Me:"iwonderwhothatfuckeris."

Him:"nothingtoworryabout.Wewillfindout

tomorrow."

Me:"Lmao."

Wecrackedintolaugher.Mydadisamood.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Chumani

Siya:"let'sgonow."

Istoodupandtookmybag.



Me:"ina."

-here.

Isaidgivinghimmyschoolbag.

Him:"tshayiwekwedini."

-youmad.

Welaughed.

Me:"mayibengathindimncinci."

-letitbelikeI'msmall.

Helookedatmebeforetakingmybag.Welaughed.

Wewalkedoutoftheoffice.



Him:"yuuhhaiumbizayenzaNinintloko?"

-youuglywhenwillyoudoyourHair?

Ilookedathim.Wecrackedintolaugher.Everyone

intheofficewasshockedtoseeaslaughing.

Me:"nextweekmarnandinamalingoku."

-idon'thavemoneynow.

Him:"butyouhave5million."

Me:"savedthatupforthefuture.Willuseitformy

futureplans."

Him:"hopethatdoesn'tinvolveyourunningaway."

Ichuckled.



Me:"sozeIwouldneverrunaway."

Wefistbumpbeforeclimbinginthecar.Iwasthe

onedriving.

Him:"ungaqubiKakakeapho."

-don'tdriveshitthere.

Ilookedathimandwelaughed.

Me:"ifIdothatmeansnaweqhubiKakacause

fundiswenguwe."

-youalsodriveshitbecauseyouthethattaughtme

howtodrive.

Welaughed.



Him:"funekefumanilearner'spermitngokuyou

can'tkeeponusingmylicenceyandimosha

kwedini."

-youmustgeta.....youareruiningmeboy.

Me:"zandifakaklkkwidrivingschoolta."

-youwillenrollmeinadrivingschool.

Henodded.

Him:"youwilljustdothetestsozeMosheMaliyam

forlessonsumna."

Welaughed.

Me:"yeah.Funekefunsisenetwinsngoku."

-yesyoushouldalsoteachthetwins.



Him:"nextyear."

Inodded.

Him:"don'tyouwanttofindoutwhothefuckeris?"

Me:"let'sjustwaitandsee.Ifwegomissingyouwill

justtrackusdown."

Him:"shealsohasatracker?"

Ismirkedlookingathim.Welaughedbeforefist

bumping.

Me:"shedoesn'tevenknowifshehasone."

Heshookhisheadandwelaughed.Wegothome

andmyfathersbrotherswerehere.Wegotin.



TheywerewatchingsoccerhavingHeineken.We

joinedthematthefront.TTpausedthegame.

Them:"didyouknowthatEyodwaisDiamondschild

?"

MeandSiya:"Yeah/Diamond?"

Snakes:"whatdoyoumeanyouknow?"

Me:"banilowo?"

-whoisthat?

Siya:"DiamondismyoldenemyfromcapeTown."

Me:"holdonasecsoyouusingEyodwatogetto

him?"



Theylaughed.Iwaslostkengoku.Manythoughts

wererunningthroughmymind.Weretheygenuine

whentheymetEyodwaorwhat?

Siya:"notatall.WeloveEyodwagenuinely.

Mamakhewantedtodivorcethatfuckbuthedidn't

wanttosotheydecidedtohaveaopenmarriage.

Eyodwa'smomwouldvisitatprisonjusttobeghim

tosignthedivorcepapers.Butdiamonddoesn't

wantto.Eyodwadoesn'tcareaboutherfatherso

doesherbrothers.Thereisafuckerintheirmothers

lifethattheyconsiderhimastheirfather."

Us:"howdoyouknow?"

Him:"IkeeptabsofmyemployeesIcan'tstand

traitors."

Hesmirked.WeChuckled.



Him:"sopholas."

Welaughed.

Me:"butwhyareyouenemies?"

Him:"thatfuckerusedtoworkwithmyexgirlfriend.

TheyplanteddrugsinmysuitcaseandIwas

arrestedfor10years."

Ilookedathimshocked.

Me:"youwereoncearrested?"

Him:"yeah.Ifinevergotarrestednawengewu

ngekhokwedini."

-youwerenotgoingtoexist.



T.O:"yaythandakelelineinext."

-helikesthelineheisabouttosay.

Welaughed

Siya:"NyankemocIwasn'tgoingtomeether

mother."

Me:"youmetinprison?"

Ineverreallyaskhowmyparentsmet.

Them:"tshayiwekwedini."

Welaughed.



Him:"aa.IgotoutofprisonandIwaswalkingdown

thestreetsofAlexwhenIsawhergettinginher

Shack.Shedideverythingforme.Boughtme

clotheswiththenutssheearned."

Hesmiled.

Me:"thatsepic."

Him:"andI'mnotashamedofsayingsocauseI

endedupbeingabillionairewithyourmother

pushingmetoo."

Wechuckled.Theyhaveagreatlovestory.We

chilleduntillatehavingagreattime.Mymother

camebackwiththetwins.

Theywereholdingballoonsfromspur.This2will

nevergrowup.Shekissedmeonmyforehead



beforegivingsiyaapeck.

Siya:"hopeyoubroughtdinnercauseI'mdefinitely

notcooking."

It'shisturntoday.

Nizi:"Idid.Butwehavealreadyate."

Wenodded.Shegaveus2doggybagsfromspur.

Nizi:"oohSiyadoyourememberMr.Tom?"

Henodded.

Nizi:"turnsoutthegirlsthatthey(Us)foundarehis

longlostdaughters.Tommorowwearemeeting

them.AndhewantsaDNAtestjusttobesure."



Me:"sohewillbetakingtheminiftheyarehis?"

Nizi:"yeahandtheproblemisthestepmothershe

doesn'twantthem."

Siya:"bazophilakabuhlungumocabanye."

-theywillhaveahardtime.

Nizi:"mr.Tomwantshiskids.Lamfanawayizolo

isn'this."

Us:"yooh."

Welaughed.

Me:"whyareweevengossiping."



Welaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Bafana

IthasbeenaweeknowsinceIhavesentthe

message.ButIwillputmyacttoaction.

Mybrotherisagangstersohewillhelpmein

everything.Wewillkidnapthemtogether.

Iwanthimtowatchhisgirlfriendsignthewedding

papers.Ilaughed.



.

.

.

.

.

Eyodwa

ItisSaturdaytodayandIhaveacheckupbythe

doctor.Idocheckupsevery2months.

IworemyGinghamcheckjacketfromZarawithmy

GinghamcheckBermudashortsFromzara,white

airForceandmyblackspaghettistripbra.

Ialsoneedtogotothesalon.Iwillstartthere.Istill

havetimebeforemyappointment.Icompedmy

hair.

MyphonerangitwasChumani.



Me:"pumpkin"

Him:"baby.Whatyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mgoingtothesalonthantothehospital."

Him:"okayI'monmyway."

Hedisconnectedthecall.Ilaughed.Itookmy

phoneandmymedicalaid.Iwalkedtothekitchen

tookoutmyfoodfromyesterday.

Iwarmeditup.Therewasaknockatthedoor.

Me:"Comein."



Lungelowalkedin.That'smymother'sboyfriend.

Theyhavebeendatingfor5yearsnow.

Hetreatsmelikeherowndaughter.That'swhatI

loveabouthim.Idon'tseetheneedofmybiological

fatherwhenhishere.

Alsomybrotherslovehim.Theygetalongjustfine.

EverySaturdayliketodaytheywillbeoutplaying

golf.

I'msurehecametofetchthem.Thanhewillbe

takingoutmymotherintheAfternoonthanitwillbe

meandhimtommorow.

Fatheranddaughterday.Idon'tknowwhyhimand

Momarenotmarried.Oohsheisstillmarried

kanene.



Me:"mysupperdaddy."

Hecametohugmeandkissedmyforehead

Him:"princess."

Me:"lastsawyouthreeweeksback."

Him:"yazibendizaqongegcawaaphabut

bungekho."

-iusedtocomehereeverySundaybutyouweren't

here.

Me:"haiklktatabendiklochomamamforyonkela2

weeks."

-nodadIwaswithmyfriendforthetwoweek

holiday.



HesideeyedmeheknowsthatIdon'tdofriendstill

Igotmybro's.

Him:"isit."

Ilaughed.

Me:"yeah."

Welaughed.

Him:"planningonproposingtoyourmotherthis

afternoon."

Ilookedathimandsmiled.Iswallowedmyfood.

Me:"whattookyousolong?"



Him:"younowthestory."

Inodded.

Me:"sheisstillmarriedmoc."

Him:"that'ssorted.Imanagedtomakehimsign."

Welaughed.

:"OohsewulaphataLungs."

-youhere....

Thoseweremybrothers.Comingfromtheback

door.Myphonebeeped.ItwasChumani.



Me:"I'mout.NdizovangawekeDaddy."

-iwillhearfromyou.

HekissedmycheekIranout.

Them:"bekhoRhadebe."

Welaughed.Iwalkedouttohiscar.

Mom:"undiphatelipainkillers."

-bringmepainkillers.

Me:"zazifumanakudaddy."

-youwillgetthemfromdaddy.

Welaughed.Igotinthecar.Ileanedinforakiss

beforewetookoff.



Him:"sesexy."

Iblushed.

Me:"Enkosinawehot."

-thankyou,youalsohot.

Hesmiled.

Him:"banidaddyngoku?"

-whoisdaddy?

Me:"that'smymother'sboyfriend.Heisthefather

figureinmyfamilynow.Afterhisbestfriend,my

unclediedhetookovernotreplacinghimthough."



Hesmiledandnodded.

Him:"don'tyoueverthinkofyourrealfather

sometimes?"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"nopeIdon'tevenneedhim."

Welaughed.Wegottothesalon.ItreatedmyAfro

whilehedyedandcurledhisAfro.

Fuckhewassohot.

Me:"youneverchangingthisHairstyle."

Wesmiled.Ikissedhimalloverhisface.



Him:"youalsobeautiful."

Wekissed.Wetookofftothehospital.Iwascalled

in.Chumaniwalkedmein.

Dr:"Ms.Langa."

Weshookourhands.

Dr.:"Iseeyougotaspecialsomeonetoday."

Welaughed.

Her:"heretodoyourmonthlycheckup."

Inodded.WebasicallytestforEverything.Ican't



riskhavingsomethingandfindingoutmonthslater

anddie.

IhavetomakesurethatI'mhealthy.Westarted

doingthetest.Iwillgettheotherthattakelong

duringtheweekviaemail.

Dr:"youevengainedweight.Butpleasemakesure

youdon'teatthatmuchwedon'twantyoufatand

unhealthy."

Welaughed.

Dr:"everythingisfinefornow.YoustilltheHealth

Eyodwa.Yourgainingwhichisalsogood.Yeahyou

great."

Wesaidourgoodbyesbeforegettingout.



Him:"yougainingmeansI'mtreatingyougreat."

Welaughed.Hegavemeapeck.Wegotinthecar

butsomeoneplacedaclothonmynoseandIdozed

off.

.

.

.

.

.
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CHUMANI

Someoneclosedmynosewithacloth.Ilooked

besidesmeandthesamethingwashappeningto

Eyodwa.

Iblackedout.WokeupinadarkroomandEyodwa

wasrightinfrontofme.Wewerebothtiedupina

chair.

Me:"pumpkin."

Ithinksheheardmecauseshemovedabit.



Me:"TheOnlyFlowerOfMyHeart."

Sheopenedhereyesslowly.Shepanickedbut

whenhereyeslandedonmeshecalmeddown.

Her:"whatarewedoinghere?"

Me:"wekidnapped."

Welaughed.

Her:"why?"

Me:"Ithinkit'sanotherwalkingghostthatwantsto

marryyouinfrontofme."



Shelookedatmeforawhilebeforewecrackedinto

laugher.

Her:"whydidn'tyoutellmeIhaveastalker."

Me:"haiwethuit'snothingserious."

Her:"butwearekidnappednow."

Me:"byaghosts."

Her:"whatdoyoumeanbyghosts."

Me:"mxmkasondelefunaundincamise."

-comecloserIwanttokissyou.

Her:"njani?"



-how?

Me:"wewillhopinourchairstillwereacheach

other."

Wehoped.Wegottoeachother.

Her:"looktheyalmostruinedyourhaircut.Theyare

sojealous."

Welaughedbeforekissing.Thedoorflewopenas

wewerekissing.Wedidn'tstoptillthepersonfired

agun.

Welookedup.Therestoodaskinnyguywitha

muscleguy.Welaughed.

Them:"what'sfunny."



Eyodwa:"don'tyouworkatMacDonald?"

Skinnyguy:"yeah."

Eyodwa:"whatarewedoinghere?"

Muscle:"yougettingmarriedtohim.Don'tworry

aboutthelobolaIhavealreadysentthemoneyto

yourmother."

Me:"haibobawosektheningokusenithengumfaz

wam."

-whyareyoubuyingmywifenow.

Theylaughedbeforethrowingpunchesatme.

Skinny:"Idon'tseearingonherfingerand



everythingisalreadypreparedonmyside.Wejust

waitingforthepastor."

Eyodwa:"butIdon'twanttogetmarriedtoyou.And

sozetshatemna."

Theylaughed.

Them:"thanhisdying."

Me:"wuuhI'mscared."

Irolledmyeyeslaughing.Theythrewpunches

again.Igroaned.

Me:"youwillpayforthis."

Theylaughedagain.



Them:"youwon'tevenmakeitoutofhere."

Eyodwa:"yooh."

Skinny:"notyoumylove."

Eyodwa:"whydidn'tyouapproachmeinarespectful

manner."

Skinny:"youweren'tgoingtogivemethetimeofday

EvenatMacDonaldyouneverpaidattentiontome.

Iloveyou."

Eyodwa:"ifyoulovemethewayyousayyoudolet

mego."

Him:"Icanneverdothat.Everythingisready,our



flightisalsoready.Youwillalsocontinuewith

schoolthere.Iloveyoupleasedon'tmakethings

difficultmylove."

Hesaidkissingherforehead.Iwasfumingnow.

Muscle:"waityoulooklikesomeone."

Helookedatmeforawhile.

Me:"that'sbecausei'mthefirstfruitofiFirstbornka

Satan."

Them:"what!!"

Theywalkedout.

Eyodwa:"whatwasthatallabout."



Me:"SiyanoNiziarethemostfearedpeopleinthe

underground."

Shewidenedhereyes.

Her:"FinishernoSilencer?"

Inoddedlaughing.

Me:"whatdoyouknowaboutgangsters."

Her:"Lungswasonebutstopped7yearsbackhe

usedtotalkaboutthem.Thatnoonecandefend

them.Hencehestoppedsincemymotherdoesn't

wantagangster.IalsodidaresearchbutIwon'tbe

abletopointthemout."



Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.

Me:"zithikantililobulalangokwamumnababy

andifuninoxoka."

-iwillkillyouonmyownIdon'twanttoevenlie.

Welaughed.

Her:"let'sgetoutofhere.Iwillnotmarryacrazy

person."

Me:"butI'mtentimescrazy."

Welaughed.

.

.

.



.

.

.

Bafana

Wewalkedoutandstartedpacingaroundtheoffice.

Mdu:"whydidn'tyoutellmethathisfatherwas

Silencer?!!"

Me:"Don'tshoutatme."

Isaidholdingmyears.

Him:"sorryjustthatyoumakemecrazy

sometimes."

Me:"whatwillwedonow.?"



Him:"IhavebeencravingforSilencersbloodfora

whileknowhekilledfather."

Me:"soweKillingtheboy?"

Him:"yeahandyouwillrunawaywithyourgirlnow.

Wedon'thavetime."

Inodded.Wewalkedoutoftheroom.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Eyodwa



Chumani:"let'shopagaintillwefindeachothers

backssothatwecanloosenupthisropesandbeat

thisguysup."

Wehoped.Wegaveeachotherourbacks.I

managedtolooseshisrope.Healsosetmefree.

Me:"whatnow."

Him:"standbehindthedoortilltheycome.Wewill

beatpeopletothepulptoday."

Inodded.

Him:"ndakuthandayeva?"

-iloveyouokay?

Seehisstillcommanding.



Me:"ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

Hegavemeapeck.Thedoorflewopenandthey

stoodthere.

Them:"fuckwherearethey.Theycan'tescape."

Wekickedthembothatthesametime.Westarted

beatingthemuptilltheyblackedout.

Chumani:"killorleave."

Me:"kill.Whatiftheycomeback."

Hetooktheguntheyhadandkilledthem.Weran

outhandinhandAfterwipingthegun.Wegot



outsideandhiscarwashere.

Him:"theyaresostupid."

Itwasgettingdark.

WeChuckled.Aswewereabouttogetinwehearda

carapproaching.Welookedatthestreet.Chumani

hadagunalready.

Him:"hopeyouready."

Inodded.Healsogavemeagun.Thecarsstopped

andhisfathergotoutwearingshades.Wesighed

beforechuckling.

Siya:"oohseniphumaziphiezanja."

-youalreadyout.Wherearethosedogs.



Chumani:"bodile.Wereyougoingtofightalone?."

-dead.

Ialsolookingathim.

Siya:"khonaomnyeumtuapha."

-istheresomeoneelsehere.

Welaughed.

Him:"let'sgosomeonewillcomeandfetchyour

car."

WetookourcellphonesandItookmymedicalaid

too.Wewalkedtohiscar.



Me:"banixetshaRhadebeSenior?"

-what'sthetime...

Theylaughed.Wegotinthecar.Myphonewasflat.

I'msuremyfamilywasblowingupmyphonewith

calls.

Siya:"6pm."

Me:"phone."

Hegaveittome.Iwassittingattheback.

Them:"yousodemanding."

Welaughed.



Siya:"zangendaNikanomtungaphandlekomfazi

wam.Awucelinocela."

-inevergaveanyonemyphoneexceptmywife.You

didn'tevenask.

Ikissedhischeek.Welaughed.

Chumani:"don'tgetconfusedIknowwelookalike.

Ndimndodako."

-i'myourboyfriend.

Welaughed.

Siya:"tellNandithatI'mtakingyouout."

Me:"nobaukutaLungslowo.Bazotshatakanene

mhhsiessihambasikidnap.wa."

-maybesheiswithLungs.Theywillgetmarried



againsiesthingsofgettingkidnapped.

Welaughed.

Them:"youmissedyourmother'swedding.You

didn'teveninviteus."

Me:"nomarn.Hewillproposetohertoday."

Welaughed.

Them:"ooh."

Welaughed.Idialedmymother'snumber.

Her:"NandiphaSpeakinghello."



Me:"ma.HellondimEyodwa."

Her:"hey.Whereareyou?Areyoufine?Ijustgota

messagesayingIhavemoneyit'sfordowry.

Eyodwakwenzekanton'?"

-what'shappening?

Me:"calmdownmomI'mfine.Thatwasacrazy

dudethatkidnappedmesononeedtoworryI'M

fine."

Her:"whereareyounow?"

Me:"Siyaistakingusoutsoandiqondinobandizo

fikhaukhona."

-idon'tthinkwewillmeetwhenIgetthere.

Her:"okaysho.Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

IgaveSiyahisphone.

Me:"EnkosiTatazala."

-thankyoufatherinlaw.

Theylaughed.

Siya:"yandiqelawena."

-youshittingwithme.

Chumani:"ndijongelonto."

-i'mlookingatthat.

Welaughed.Wegottohisaunt'srestaurant.Wegot



inandweweretakentoourtable.

Siya:"ungabaxelelio'Nkanyezibazothethangalama

bhuluwabo."

-don'ttellNkanyezitheywilltellmeabouttheir

whites.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"what'swrongwithwhites?"

Siya:"zoyazelaphidowrylamtu."

-howwillheknowdowry.

Us:"zamfundisa."

-youwillteachhim.



Helookedatus.

Him:"Ninanotmna."

-younotme.

Welaughed.

Him:"imaginesihlelisaxoxa.Wecameheresince

wesawaflowerinyourgardenStar.Akakwazinot

Nkanyezingeloxetsha.Sithisifunivulamlomo

funekesikumtsheKakasithiopenmouthngathi

zangesifunde.Yooh."

Heshookhisheadworried.Wecrackedintolaugher

noChumani.

me:"thankGodsoulmateyamngumxhosa."



Welaughed.Chumaniwassmiling.

Siya:"haihaikwedinidyanaziblush.isektheni

ngoku."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"asifawublushwena."

Siya:"notinpublic.VeleuthiexcusemeIneedthe

looblushpha."

Wecrackedintolaugher.Thesetwoarecrazy.

.

.

.

.
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Siya:"sokengokuthiniinto."

Us:"yantoni?"

-aboutwhat?

Him:"havingalittleyounyana.Funuthekethisa

guyshaibo."

Welaughed.IcoughedsinceIhadapieceofmeat

inmymouth.

Them:"nankuesifa."

-sheisdying.

Idrankmywater.

Chumani:"haimarnuthiniwena?"



-whatareyousaying?

Siya:"let'sreverseyourvasectomy."

Welaughed.

Us:"phambenesiyawestillhavegoalstoachieve."

Siya:"nithekethisa."

Welaughed.

Us:"yenzaniomnyemntananoNizi."

-haveanotherchildwithNizi.

Siya:"yoohaaguyssanuthethangalonto."

-don'ttalkaboutthat.



Heshookhisheadworried.Welaughed.Helooks

funnywhenhelooksworried.

Chumani:"notkuthike."

-notfromus.

Me:"aftergraduating."

Them:"tshayiwe."

-youmad.

Welaughed.MindyouweareLoudsoeveryone

lookedatus.

Me:"when?"



Them:"afterMatric."

Me:"youmadsecondyear."

Them:"mxm"

Welaughed.Wechilledtherethewholenight.They

tookmehomeat11pm.

NothingmuchhappenedonSunday.Turnsout

momagreedtobedad'swife.Iwassohappy.

TheyactuallyspenttimetogethermeaningIdidn't

getadaddyanddaughterday.

Wewereintheregisterclassnow.

Miss:"sonextweektherewillbeaprizegivingbut



thisyearnotallofyouaregoingI'mso

disappointedinyouguy's."

Us:"yoohsizothinikengoku."

-whatwillwedo.

Weburstintolaugher.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Nkanyezi

IreallyhateMondays.ButtodayIhaveagood



feelingaboutthisday.

IneverlovedMondaysbutmygutfeelingtellsme

thatitwillbegreat.

Hlombe:"wenaubehappynamhlanjeNever."

ThatsmybestfriendHlombekazi.Wehavebeen

friendssincegrade4.

Me:"ndinegoodfeelingngaleminichomiie."

-ihaveagoodfeelingaboutthisday.

Her:"thankGodCraigakhekho,more."

-heisn'there.

Me:"mxmv'tsekmbonyanaweyafanauzoduka

ngokunalaXhamlawakhoumbi."



-youwillalsodisappearwithyouruglyXhamla.

Welaughed.

Her:"mxmyatshoku..."

-youwillsaythatto....

Me:"what?"

Her:"jongachomiie."

-lookfriend

Shewassoexcitedoutofnowhere.SoIlookedin

herdirectionandCraigwascomingtoourdirection

holdingahumansizeteddybearandaboxof

FerreroRocher.

Everyonewasgoingcrazymakingavideo.Hegot



tousandthewholeschoolwasalreadyMakinga

circlewithusinthemiddle.

Him:"babystopcryingandcometakeyourthings

beforeIgivethemtosomeoneelse."

Igiggledbeforewipingmytears.

School:"nco."

Uvuyo:"sizotyanamhlanje."

-wewilleattoday.

Wealllaughed.Istoodupandwenttogivehima

hug.Hekissedmyforeheadandmyeyesbefore

givingmeakissonmymouth.

Everyonewasscreaming.Webrokethekiss.



Him:"ndamthandaguys."

-iloveher.

Hestruggledsayingsobuthedid.Everyonewent

morecrazysincehisawhitespeakingisiXhosa.We

sharedanotherkiss.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

.

.

.
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Itwasbreaktimenow.

Sekani:"sonqeniuyakwiprizegiving."

-i'msolazytogototheprizegiving.

Welaughed.Weallaregoingtotheprizegiving.Me

andmyfriendsaresmartremember.Weallarein



thetop10.That'susforyou.

Ntlakanipho:"bra."

Kelvin:"imaginemfondiniisibesincumapha."

-ussmilingthere.

Us:"sedikwe."

-wetired.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Eyodwa:"haibo!!!"

Shesaidlookingatherphone.Shewasallsmiley.

Eyodwa:"ndihambanawebabynamhlanjesotyi



Ferrorrochaylontoiyiyowethu."

-i'mgoingwithyoubabytodaywewilleatFerror

rochaywhateveritis.

Welaughedbutcuriousonshemeantwhenshe

saidwewillgoandeatFerreroRocher.

Us:"soyityakubani?"

-fromwhoareweeatingit.

Her:"yuuhuphiSiyaabonuopenmouth."

-whereisSiyasothathecanseeopenmouth.

FromthereIknewwhoshewasreferringto.But

whatfor.

Us:"kathethe."

-talk.



Her:"Nkanyezigotahumansizeteddybearand

Ferrorrochay."

Us:"what?!!"

Her:"she'strending.Herboyfriendboughtthemfor

herthismorning.Jongani."

-look.

Shegaveusherphone.Wewatchedthevideo.

Kelvin:"haiboTazsoqithwayilentwana."

-wearedefeatedbythisboy?

Welaughed.



Sekani:"mlungulobawo."

-thisisawhite.

Ntlakanipho:"yekanileyo.Nkanyezibeingall

emotionalhaiyifilminfactpotsoyi."

-leavethatone.

Us:"tch."

Welaughed.

Me:"Ineedtogohome.iFunuSiyale."

-thiswantsSiya.

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"MathsAssignmentyangenangomso."



-isduetomorrow.

Sekani:"so?"

Sheliftedupherhandssmiling.

Us:"oohokayokay.Akhoghost."

-noproblem.

Itwasafterschooltheschoolgotoutat1pmsince

mostoftheteachersaregoingtoaworkshopin

JohannesburgSouth.

Eyodwa:"whatareweusing?"

Me:"mydriveisonhisway."



Theynodded.Thedrivergothereandweallwalked

tothecarmakingonehellofanoise.Wegothome

andtheremanycarsmeaningthestacksarehere

andtheirwivescarsarehere.

Eyodwa:"heezeningandibelieveguysndithikuni

ndayozimelengcenisileqwangebanthikubasibe

swekilenoNtando."

-youguysdon'tbelievemeIsaidIwenttohidein

thegrassforstealingsugarwewerechasedwitha

beltwithNtando.

Everyonelaughedwewerealreadyinthehouse.

Sekani:"mxmengceni?"

-inthegrass?

Welaughed.



Her:"zayindeincathattimesondazqumangayo

mfondini."

-thegrasswaslongsoIcoveredmyselfwithit.

Wealllaughedinthehouse.

Lethabo:"ndamaziiEyodwangoxoka."

-iknowEyodwawithlying

Ndoni:"heeseriousmakaNtla."

Welaughed.

Siya:"ndamazikengezstory."

-iknowherwithstories.

Her:"seriousheekhonangenyeminimfondini



sidlalumbumbuthelanakondikwelaphezkwe

cardboardxandisithifunuhlikamfondiniindaboni

bedkabini,mfondinii,forxhuma..."

-thereisthisdaywewereplayinghideandseekin

thedarkandIclimbedontopofthecardboardIsaw

thebedtwiceIcouldn'tjump...

Us:"v'tsekyaxoka."

-youlying.

Wesaiddeadwithlaugher.

Cage:"I'macorpse."

Welaughedmore.wewereevencrying.

Nizi:"aamarnwathinikengoku."

-whatdidyoudothan.



Eyodwa:"mfondiniindoxumaphezkwe47inch

screenweplasma."

-ijumpedontopofa47inchscreenplasma.

Welaughedmore.

Her:"ngalominindalalahokweniyenja."

-thatdayisleptinthedogshouse.

Wewereintears.Ntlakaniphowashavingaseizure

laughing.

Mike:"mxmuthinilomthana."

-whatisshesaying.

Welaughedmore.NobuntuandMikewerealso

here.



Us:"mbuze."

-askher.

Eyodwa:"BayaphikisanizandiNikamottoey1fora

week."

-IfyouthinkI'mlyingyouwillgivemeacarfora

week.

Weallgavehercarkeyswhilelaughingoursmall

assesout.

.

.

.
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Eyodwa:"hainiguysndiserious.Soyouwon't

believemeevenifIsaidIsoldmybrothersMatric

suitandmymotherscar."



Us:"thathanezitixozendlu."

-takethehousekeysalso.

Wesaidgivingthemtoher.Welaughedmore.

Ntlakanipho:"kwes100ndisifa."

-itsthe100thtimeofmedying.

Tailor:"haintombi."

Welaughedmore.

Eyodwa:"yoohndiseriousguys.Khonangenyemini

singcwabiphelayisibizisiculaamagugu.Zange

ndibalekelawaympilweniyamndithikunibendingu

CasterSemenya.Kwathiqistratosonkenemvubu

ndithikunibendidlalanosubwaysufferssame

time.Bathibethitshe,Eyodwaphezkweroof



mntanam.Kusaculwaiyawiroofyibambe."

-therewasthisdaywewerehavingafuneralfora

cockroachweweresingingforit.IneverranlikeI

didthatday.I'mSayingIwasCasterSemenya.The

wholestreetcameholdingsticks.I'msayingIwas

alsoplayingsubwaysufferssametime.They

turned,Eyodwawasontheroof.Atthattimewe

werestillsingingiyawiroofyibambe.

Wewereintears.

Thestacks:"comewiththepapersI'mtransferring

everythingtoher."

Nizi:"ina youdeserveit."

Shesaidgivinghera trophyontopofthedisplay.

It'smytrophyforsoccer.Igotitingrade7.We

laughedmore.



Me:"ican'tdothisanymore."

Ishookmyheadtheylaughed.

Eyodwa:"zeningandibelieve."

Welaughed.

Ayola:"yoohaaguysyoohaa."

Shesaidwipinghertears.

Tailor:"pleasestayawayfromourkids."

Hesaidlaughing.Welaughed.



Cage:"sheisafuckenmoodguys."

Welaughed.

Siya:"shereallyis."

Weallagreed.Shestoodup.

Her:"Ifeelsohonouredguys."

Shesaidbowingbeingdramaticwipingfaketears.

Welaughedmore.

Us:"StopitIlikeit."

Her:"haykeKFC."



Welaughed.

TT:"let'sbeseriouswhydidyouallcomehere."

UsexpectNtlakanipho:"Assignment."

Ntlakanipho:"bayaxokataimatheywantedtosee

Siya'sreaction."

Siya:"ngantoniigku?"

-aboutwhat.

MeandEyodwa:"somethingaboutopenmouth."

Welaughed.

T.O:"banilowo."



-whoisthat.

Us:"Nkanyezi'sboyfriend."

Welaughed

Them:"hisawhite?"

Wenodded.Welaughed.

Nizi:"utheni."

-whatdidhedo.

Us:"zobonasunxama."

-youwillseewait.

Them:"mxm."



Wealllaughed.

:"HaikodwaStarkaCraignobaziy2yayqonda

ferrorrochay."

-nostar'sCraigevenifit's2doyouknowFerror

rochay.

ThatwasUvuyo.

Nkanyezi:"it'sFerreroRocherbrother.Andaku

phiswangombejo."

Siya:"yey."

Wealllaughed.Sincesiyastooduplikethespeed

oflight.Theyenteredtheloungeandindeed

NkanyezihadahumansizeteddybearandFerrero



Rocher.

Everyonewasshocked.EspeciallySiya.Wewere

laughingathim.

Nizi:"andthan."

Nkanyezi:"remembermybestfriendCraigtheRCL."

Me,Uvuyoandmybro's:"boyfriendyoumean."

Thehouselaughed.

Eyodwa:"sheiseventrendingonFacebook.People

arecomplementinghowcutesheis.Ndithishewas

evencrying.Craigkissedherforehead,eyesthan

hermouth.Ndithiheevensaidndakthanda."

-iloveyou.



Whydidgodblessmewithahumanbeinglikeher

again.Everyonelaughed.

Nkanyezi:"suxokaEyodwa."

-don'tlieEyodwa.

Shesaidblushing.

Therents:"samazikengoxoka."

-weknowheroflying.

Eyodwa:"Ievenscreenshotvideoedthevideo

especiallyfornina."

Shetookoutherphone.Andplayedthevideo.They

alllookedatNkanyezi.



Sheranupstairslaughing.

Us:"haibochocolatezona."

NiziandSiya:"u'mlungu"

-thewhite

Wealllaughed.

LethaboandAyabonga:"haiyifilm."

Siya:"kazelephonendibone."

-givemethisphonesothatIcansee.

Eyodwagaveittohimstilllaughingherassout.

Siya:"andiykholelwakele."



-idon'tbelievethis.

Nizi:"nithingubaniilonabanii?"

-whoisthisandthis.

Welaughed.

Allofus:"mntanakhoneowyakhe."

-yourchildandherboyfriend.

Wealllaughed.

Uvuyo:"NkanyeziPlaatjiesMaradebeingrade8no

CraigPetersoningrade10."

Us:"10??!"



Wewereallshocked.

Him:"nadlalaNinakanimenizaphelaezaFerrari."

-youplayingwaittheFerrariaregettingfinished.

Hesaidrunningupstairs.Weburstedintolaugher.

Siya:"AndiykholelwakeleEyodwakasaphale

phone."

-idon'tbelievethis.Eyodwagivemethisphone.

Welaughedmoreathisworriedface.

.

.
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AfterathegreatdayIhadwithChumani'sfamilyI

wenthome.It'snicejokingaroundthethingsIsaid

werehalftrue.Ijustwantedmakethemlaugh.

That'sthethingaboutme.Ilikemakingpeople



happy.Italsomakesmehappy.Momwastaking

outthecardboards.

Me:"andthan?"

Her:"helpmepackwearemovingtoSandton."

Ilookedather.

Her:"helloareyoulistening."

Me:"yeah.TowhoinSandton."

Sheshowedmeherring.Ichuckled.

Me:"weareallmovingthere."



Shenodded.Iscreamed.

Me:"lemmegoandpack."

Shelaughed.Iwalkedinandmybrotherswere

placingtheirsuitcasesatthefront.

Theydon'twanttogettheirownhouses.Theysay

theywillgethousesoncethey'remarried.

WegottothehouseLungsbought,itwasbeautiful.

Italsohadaswimmingpoolandeverything.

Everyone'sroomhadanensuiteandall.Myroomis

purpleandpink.Iloveithere.

InthemorningIwokeupdidthethingsthatneedto

bedoneandwentdownstairs.Thewholefamily



wasthere.

Me:"morning!!"

Them:"yangxola."

-youmakinganoise.

Welaughed.Isatdown.Weatebreakfastinalight

conversation.

Daddytookmetoschool.

Me:"youditchedmeonSunday."

Him:"itwaspaybackforditchingmefor3weeks."

Welaughed.



Me:"Iwaswithmyfriends?"

Him:"o'Radebe?"

Me:"yeah."

Isaidsmiling.Helookedatme.Ilaughed.

Him:"hopehistreatingyougreat."

Me:"heisdad."

Him:"ifhedarestomessupwithyouthanhewillbe

goingsixfeetunder."

Hecanbesosodramaticsometimes.Welaughed.



Him:"justgladthatyourhappy."

Wegottoschool.

Me:"byedad."

Hekissedmyforehead.

Him:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Igotoutofthecarafterkissinghischeek.Iranout

ofthecar.Thebellrangandwewenttotheclass.

IwassittingnexttoChumaniasalways.hewas



brushingmythigh.

Me:"canyoutakeyourhandsofme."

Heshookhisheadsmilingliketheidiotheis.We

laughed.Iplacedmyheadonhisshoulder.

Theteacherisn'thereyet.Infactalltheteachersare

notcauseIcanhearthenoisecomingfromother

classes.

Aphiwe:"Don'tyouguysgettiredofeachother?"

Thewholeclasslookedatus.Weweresittingright

attheback.

Us:"nopenotatall."



Them:"yuuhhaindingabore.kamnayiow/cherry

yam."

-iwouldgetboredwithmyboyfriend/girlfriend.

Wealllaughed.

Chulu:"cherrymfondinikwenzaphefumlenge

nxeba."

-agirlfriendmakesyoubreaththroughthewound.

Welaughed.

Alizwa:"tch.Betterxanidibanaonceaweekyooh

imagineuthingaphinankoyohaanistrongo."

-betterwhenyoumeetonceaweekimaginewhen

yougothiswayheresheisyohnoyouguysare

strong.



Chulu:"awukwaziinofebaboy."

-youcan'tevencheat

Wealllaughed.

Chumani:"bawomnaBetterndimboneeverydayna

onceaweek.Nokoyougettoseetheloveofyour

life.It'spreparingmeforthefuturexasenditshate

nomedi."

-whenIgetmarriedtoher.

Hesaidkissingmyforehead.

Them:"ncoo."

Ntlakanipho:"banjekebona."

-theyarelikethis.



Wealllaughed.

Them:"soulmateconnection."

Wekissed.Theythrewpapersatus.Welaughed

pullingout.Theteachergotinlookingsad.We

stoodup

Her:"moringclass."

Us:"morningma'am."

Wesatdown.Theintercomwenton.

:"Morninglearner's.Iwouldliketoinformyouthat

welostanimportantmemberofourschool.

LuyandaNdabaourDeputyHeadboy."



Us:"haa."

Wewereallshocked.

:"Iknowit'ssadtolooseagreatmemberofour

family.That'swhyIwouldliketoaskifwecould

haveamomentofsilenceplease."

Weallbowedourheadsfor30second.

:"Thankyou.OnFridayishismemoralservicehere

atschool.ThefuneralwillbeonSaturday.Ifyou

wanttoattendthefuneralyoumustwearyour

schooluniform.Wewillbehavingashortdayon

Friday.Thankyou."

Class:"yoohsham."



Kelvin:"whatHappenedma'am?"

Her:"hewasstabbedcomingbackfromaclub

savinghisgirlfriendfrombeingraped."

Us:"yuuh."

Her:"yeahhediedYesterdayEveningbutstabbed

onSunday."

Wenoddedsadly.Imightnotknowhimbutnoone

deservestodielikethat,soyoung.Imaginesaving

alifeonlytodie.That'ssofuckensad.

Chumaniwipedmytear.Ididn'tevenrealizethatI

wasevencrying.Igetemotionalinsadthings

sometimes.Myunclewasalsostabbedsavingme.



Chumani:"thinkingaboutyouruncle."

Inodded.

Chumani:"don'tworrybabyeverythingwillbefine."

Inodded.Hehuggedmetightlybeforekissingmy

forehead.

TheperiodswentonanditwasnowMaths.FuckI

didn'tfinishmyassignment.Ididn'tevenstart.

Mr.Warts:"Ms.Langawhat'syourstory."

Idon'tbringmyassignmentsontimeeverytime.

That'swhyhisasking.Theclasslaughed.

Me:"sosirwewenttoMr.Plaatjieshouseholds..."



Class:"mhhh."

Welaughed.

Me:"weweregoingtohelpeachotherdothe

assignment.Butwhenwegotthere.Itwasafull

house.Theybasicallyoverheardmetellingthese

fourmychildhoodstoriesandtheysaidI'mlyingso

IkeptontellingthemsinceIlikebeingthecenterof

attention.Asweweregoingtodoit.We

rememberedthatwewanttoseeChumani'sfather's

reactionwhenheseesChumani'ssisterwiththe

thingsshegot.Wegottoseehim.Wewerechilled

therejokingaround.Iwanthomeandwewere

moving.Youcanevencallmymomsir.Shewilltell

you.Icaneventakeyouforaswimtomynew

home."

TheclassburstedintolaugherevenMr.Warts.



DayspassedanditwasnowFriday.Meaningit's

thedayofthememoralservice.

Wegotinlatewithmybro's.Astallaswewerewe

hadtostandattheback.Itwasonlythefiveofus

standing.Therewasn'tanyspace.

Sekani:"zeziwaybendingafuniuzaaphesgelake."

-thesearethethingsthatmakesmenotwantto

cometoschool.

Welaughedquietly.Theatmosphereinthewhole

hallwasjustdull.

Hisclassmates.Weretalking.Myphonerang

indicatingamessagegotin.Somelookedatme

andatthefrontagain.



Ilookedatmyphone.Itwasamessagefromthe

bank.Yourleftwith97.0randinyouraccount.

Ifeltmyoxygenleavingmybody.Thephone

slippedoutofmyhand.ButChumaniheldit.

ItwaslikeIwashavingaheartattack.Iheldmy

chestandthehandheldthechairinfrontofme.

Chumani:"yuuhbabyyiradiostationbalance

yakho."

Theylaughed.Tearsstreameddownmyface.I

criedoutloud.Everyonelookedatme.My5million

justgotstolen.

Ihadtoactnow.Iwalkedtothefrontstillcryingmy

lungsout.My5million.Godwayme.



Igottothefrontnexttothecasket.Itouchedhis

picture.LikeIknowhim.BitchIdon'tevenknow

you.Icriedmore.

Theycametofetchmefromthefront.Myfucken

bro'swerelaughingattheback.Theyendedup

gettingout.Theymademedrinkwater.

IcalmeddownwhenIthoughtaboutmymoney

againIstartedoverwithmycrying.

Whoissocruel.Dotheyknow5milliondothey

knowhowitsmellslike.

Me:"yoohaaguysyoohaa.Kubikubirdkutrickyku

wawu.Whyisthishappening."

IcriedagaintothepointIwastakenoutsidetocalm

down.



.
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Afterafewminutes.Imanagedtocalmdown.I

walkedtotheparkinglot.

Ihavethefakestoffakestfriendsandboyfriend.

Theywerelaughingtheirlungsoutimagine.

Iwalkedtothemwithatailbetweenmylegs.Igot

tothemandtookmyphonefromChumani.Ilooked

atmybalanceforthelasttime.

Me:"yooh."

Them:"Ican'tdothisanymore."

Theylaughedmore.Tearsstreameddownmyface.

Iwenttoclimbinmycar.Afterafewminutesof



themlaughing.Theygotin.TheSchoolwasalso

alreadyout.

Chumani:"suwaramtuwamsizomfumanalomtu

uk'thatheliMaliyakho.ZoyekabayiRadiostation."

-don'tworrybabywewillgetthispersonwhotook

yourmoney.Itwillstopbeingaradiostation.

Ilookedathim.Ichuckledtwice.Wealllaughed.

WegottoChumani'shouse.Andthereweremany

cars.

Dothispeopleevergotowork?Iguessbeingyour

ownbossisgreat.Wegotinwithmewalkinglikea

snailwithatail.

Myfakebro'steasedmeenoughnowtheywilldoit

more.Iwalkedstraighttothekitchen.IDidEven

greetthem.



Itookoutthechocolateicecreamtuboutofthe

freezer.Therewaslittlebitleft.Enoughforme.

Ipassedbytheminibar.ItooktheRemyMartinand

poured2shotsontheicecream.Istartedeating

withmyspoon.

IwalkedtotheloungeandsatnexttoNizi.Theyall

laughed.

SeewhatIwastalkingabout?

Siya:"aaguysAndithandingoEyodwa."

-idon'tlikeitaboutEyodwa.

Ifrownedeatingmyicecream.Nizitriedtotakemy

spoonIhitherhandlightly.Theylaughed.



Nizi:"Namndijikelwengoku.Mamakhowesbini."

-youTuringyourbackonmenow.Yoursecond

mother.

Ilookedatherbeforetakingoffmyshoesand

crossingmylegsontopofthecouch.Theywereall

laughingtheirlungsout.

Iregretcominghererhaa.

Snakes:"biyiMaliyantonileya."

-whatwereyougoingtousethatmoneyfor?

Me:"savingsforfutureuse."

Thando:"fumanaphi."

-wheredidyougetit.



Me:"heistwithmyfakebro's."

Theylaughed.

TT:"Kanisaphenilelaptopndibenofumanabanilu

thathelemali."

-givemethislaptopsothatIcanfinewhotookthis

money.

Theygavehimalaptop.Hestarteddoinghisthings.

Me:"soguysasIwassaying."

Theyalllaughed.

Ayabonga:"haiboawukayfumaninoyfumana

njena."



-youhaven'tevengotityet.

Me:"haiklkAuntAyandimthembileMalumuTT."

-noauntItrustuncle.

Theylaughed.

Them:"rhaaqaleNiniusibizangoAuntnoMalume

wena."

-whendidyoustartcallingusauntanduncle?

Me:"peoplechangeandfeelingsfade."

Them:"haykeGnash."

Weburstintolaugher.



TT:"anddone.Bithathweyenyibharisebenzaka

Chrispy."

-itwastakenbyanotherworkerfromchrispy.

Mybro's:"bunamatshambao'swipeklkzolojonga

ngoku."

-youwereforwardyesterdayyouwantedtoswipe,

looknow.

Me:"sundiqela."

-don'tfuckwithme.

Isaidpointingatthemwiththespoon.Everyone

laughed.

Cage:"ngabuphindeswipekwezoshop.Ialmost

wokeHitlerandtheNazipartyup."

-don'teverswipeinthoseshops...



Wecrackedintolaugher.

Mamber:"bawobendisabook.iflighteyeGermany."

-iwasbookingaflightgoingtoGermany.

Welaughedmore.Theyarecrazy.

Chumani:"let'sgetdowntobusiness."

Welookedathimbeforelaughing.

HeconnectedhislaptoptotheTVscreen.

Me:"sbukelifilm?"

-arewewatchingamovie?



Welaughed.

Chumani:"mxm.NdizokuBambakanjanii."

-iwillgetyou.

Theguys:"haihaikwedini."

Welaughed.

Heshowedusapictureofabuilding.

Siya:"alreadyhaveaplan?"

Chumani:"yeah."

T.O:"plantationofthediamonds?"



Chumani:"yeah."

Thewoman:"whyarewehere?"

Chumani:"Sanunxama."

-wait

IwaslostbutIwillfocus.TillIknowwhattheyare

talkingabout.

Chumani:"simple.Naybonamoclebuilding7floors.

Themapisinasecretroomintheunderground.

PartywillbeonthebottomfloorMakingithardfor

ustogetin.Thereare50guardsinthebasement.

70aroundthebuildingandinsideofit.So

nina(pointingatthewoman)willbethewaitersof

theparty.WearealsoaimingonkillingPythonthat

day.Sooneofyouwillspikehisdrink.Willdoing

thatwewillhavetofindawaytogetinandout

withoutKillinganyinnocentsoulcausewedon't



wantpoliceonourcase.SoIwasthinking...."

Me:"Iknowit'sdangerousbut.Seetheaircon

passagewewilluseaGBLshortforgamma-

butyrolactondrugtomakeeveryoneinthebuilding

faintwithoutharm.Wewillalsouseitinbasement

tomaketheguardsblackout.Freezerthefootage

andtakeeverythinginthesafeandgetoutclean

job."

Isaidlickingtheicecreamtub.Icouldfeeltheir

eyespiercingthroughmyskin.Iknowtheyareall

lookingatme.

Me:"butthewaiterswillalsohavetofaint.Theywill

besuspectsandtheywillchaseus.Theywillsayit

wasaninsidejobwhichitisbutyeah."

Iburped.



Me:"sorry."

Ilookedupandtheywereallsmirking.

Me:"what?"

Ilaughed.Theyallcametohugme.Okay.

Them:"ukeubhadlekanti."

-youcanmakesensesomething

Welaughed.

Ayola:"waitwhatdoyouknowaboutdrugs."

Theyalllookedatme.



Me:"oohlastyearinLOihadtodoaresearchon

kindsofdrugsformyassignment."

Them:"ooh."

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"whatarewegetting?"

Mike:"yaythandiMalisarni."

-youlovemoney.

Nobuntu:"tchi."

Welaughed

Siya:"thereis100minthatsafeanddiamonds."



Us:"zakazakazakaMaliMaliMali."

Wealllaughed.

Zimi:"arewesupposetoinhalethedrugtoo."

Us:"yes"

T.W:"yoohaa."

Welaughed

Siya:"nizojump.isaklk."

Them:"mxm."



Welaughedatthem.WecontinuedTalking

somethingcaughtmyeye.IlookedatNizifor

awhile.Shedisappearedtothekitchenandcame

backwithfood.

Shegaveusallthefood.Shesatnexttomeagain.I

pokedherstomachanditwashard.

Nizi:"ouchswine."

Wealllaughed

Me:"haileponimithi."

-sheispregnant.

Theyallstoppedlaughing.Ipokedheragainandit

washard.Iliftuphert-shirtandthelineonher

stomachwasdark.



Them:"what??That'simpossible."

Siya:"Everythingispossible."

Hesaidsmiling.Wealllaughedathim.
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Eyodwa

Nizi:"whyain'tthereanysigns?"

Them:"nakuChumanimoc."

Chumani:"haibo."

Welaughed.

Nizi:"Andit'simpossible.Ican'tconceive."



Chumani:"whowasImadekengoku?"

Welaughed.

Siya:"shecouldbutthanshehadacaraccidenton

herwaytothehospital.Theglasspiecesdamaged

her."

Meandmybro's:"ooh."

TT:"Medicalresultsarenotalways100%right.Soit

ispossibleforyoutogetpregnantbutyouwon't

carryhim/herf..."

Siya:"her."

Welaughed.



TT:"forfullterm."

Herolledhiseyes.

Nizi:"forhowlongamI?"

Lethabo:"Kanizeninetshobasivumiseniguys."

-comewiththesangomasticksothatwecan

predict.

Them:"tchithenilocifanbasizonukisa."

-shethinkswewillsmell.

Wecrackedintolaugher.

TT:"butitlookslikeyouarestillinthefirsttrimester



abouttogotothesecond."

Shenodded.Theyalllookedatmenow.

Me:"what?"

IsaidtakingaforkfulloffGreeksalad.

Them:"howdidyouknow."

Itookofmyeyeglasses.

Me:"oohwhenshewasstandingupIsawher

tummywasgrowingsoIdecidedtopokeitand

check."

Welaughed.



Them:"shereallyiscrazy."

Siya:"tommorowwearegoingtothedoctor."

MeandChumani:"Takabundleofjoy."

Hesmiledlikeacrazyperson.Wealllaughedathim.

Siya:"zobanguIzibele."

-shewillbeIzibele.

Thepowercouplesmiled.

Ayabonga:"takingthenamefromhermarriage

name?"



Henodded.

Nobuntu:"bingubani?"

Siya:"NiziboneIzibele."

Greatname.

Chumani:"bakwekwe?"

-whatifit'saboy.

Allofus:"v'tsek!"

Ntlakanipho:"hambolala."

-gosleep.

Weburstintolaugher.



Lethabo:"youhavetoeathealthy.Yourbabyisat

highrisk.Nomorejunkfoodforyou."

Nizi:"haibobestie."

Lethabo:"nothappening."

Welaughed.

Siya:"Kanizeninolindapha.".

-comewithablackplastic.

Chumani:"haihainton'gkutata."

Welaughed.



Wechilledtheretillmyphonerangitwasmy

motheraskingwhereIam.

Me:"ndahambeningokubyes."

-i'mgoingnowbyes.

Isaidkissingalltheircheeks.

Them:"shosizokbona."

-wewillseeyou.

Nizi:"whatwillyoubeusing."

Me:"imilenzeyam.Ilive2kmawayfromhere."

-mylegs.

Them:"youliveherenow."



Ilaughed.

Me:"yeah.Ishouldinviteyouallforaswim."

Weallcrackedintolaugher.

Mybro's:"wewillaccompanyyou."

Isaidmygoodbyesagain.Wewalkedout.Chumani

hadhisarmaroundmywaistandhishandonmy

ass.

Chumani:"asisencincimarn."

-theyaresosmall.

Welaughed.



Me:"mxm."

Sekani:"yakqela."

-hisshittingwithyou.

Me:"tch."

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"ndayqibelisaNinicherryyam."

-whenlastdidIseemygirlfriend.

T.O:"bra."

Welaughed.



Sekani:"funekendiyekuPhiwengomso.Atleast

sathethabutyandikhumbula."

-ihavetogotoPhiwetommorow.Atleastwetalk

butshemissesme.

Chumani:"bahlalanetaimalabo."

-dotheylivewiththeirfather.

Them:"yeah."

Kelvin:"butoledilaboalibathandi."

-buttheirmotherdoesn'tlovethem.

Us:"step??"

Them:"yeah."



Sekani:"sheisn'tphysicalbutshealwaysHurts

thememotionally."

Wenodded.

Kelvin:"Umievenwantedtogobacktothefoster

carebuttheycan't."

Chumani:"lantwanayaphayana?"

-andthatboy?

Ntlakanipho:"heisfondofthem.Theygetalong

well."

Wenodded.

Chumani:"lindeleniaphamajita."

-waitformehere.



Theynodded.Wewalkedawayfromthem.

Chumani:"wewillmeetattheparktommorowat

midday."

Me:"ngo2ke."

Henodded.

Him:"ndakuthandava?"

-iloveyouokay?

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Him:"aababyyitshongesxhosa.Andithandixa

utshongesngesiingathiawuyimean.i"



-sayitinisXhosa.Idon'tlikeitwhenyousayitin

Englishit'slikeyoudon'tmeanit.

Igiggledbeforehittinghisshoulderplayfully.We

bothlaughed.Hegavemeapeck.Hewasjust2

inchesawayfromme.

Ourforeheadsweretouchingandournoses.We

werelookingateachotherstraightintheeye.

Him:"sayit."

Me:"ndakuthandanam."

Wekissedforaboutaminuteortwo.

Him:"Iwillseeyoutomorrowokay."



Inodded.Hesmiledbeforekissingmeagain.We

huggedbeforeIwalkedaway.

Him:"sentlempundu."

-youhaveabeautifulass.

Me:"fuckyou."

Him:"Idon'tmindfuckingyounow."

Welaughed.Iwalkedtomyhousesincewewere3

housesaway.Igotinandthefamilywasplaying

cardsatthelounge.

Me:"nadlalandingekho?"

-youplayingwithoutme?

Theylaughed.



Them:"busynoRhadebeklk."

-youbusywithRhadebe.

Me:"mxm."

Welaughed.Ijoggedupstairs.Igotinmyroomtook

offmyshoesbeforejumpingontopofthebed.

ItookmyphoneoutandgotinFacebook.Iwas

trending.Notinagoodwaybutabadway.

OfwhatIdidtoday.Ilaughed.Mxmpeoplewill

neverstoptalking.Theypissedmeoffwhenthey

saidI'mcheatingonRadebe.

Theywereinsultingme.Ubani.Itookofmy

headbandandworemyeyeglasses.Iwentlive.



Me:"jonganikeifyoudon'thaveanythingtosay

mindyourownbusiness.Firstofallyoushouldget

yourfactsrightbeforeyappingaboutshit.Secondly

Iwascryingthatloudcausewhen12Cmentioned

hediedsavinghisgirlfriendIlostit.Myunclealso

diedsavingme.Ievenfailedagradebecauseof

that.Melbandikugrade11Umna.DOyouknowyou

knowthepainofloosingsomeone?No.Ijustgot

emotionalbackthan.IknowIwasalittlebit

dramaticIshouldhavewenttothefrontbutIdid

anyway.AndIhavenoregrets.Youcanallshove

yourasseswherethesunshinesthebrightest.And

lastlyI'mnotcheatingonRadebeandIwillnever

cheatonhim.I'Mnotthatcrazy.Iwillneverchase

stoneswhileIhaveadiamondinmyhands.And

pleasemindyourbusinessandgetyourfactsright

nexttime."

Iswitchedoffthevideo.Peoplewhereapologizing.

Theyevendeletedtheirposts.Rhaabanganyakum.



.
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.
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Chumani

Todayistheprizegivingday.Wehavebeen

practicingonhowtoWalkonstagethewholeweek.

Ntlakanipho:"ngomsosenzaezawayzamaIndia

nton'lafestivalkaneneyaHolly."

-tommorowwearehavingaHollyfestival.

It'sThursdaytoday.



Me:"yeahzangesayathinamoc."

-weneverwenttothem.

Them:"yeahnakloasiyi."

-wenotevengoingthisyear.

Eyodwa:"nagula.Nizoyaklonyaka.Afterschool

siyothengamphahlaezimhlope."

-youmad.Youaregoingthisyear.Afterschoolwe

willgoandbuywhiteclothes.

Welookedatherandsulked.

Her:"ndiseriouskanjanii."

-i'mserious.



Welaughed.

Us:"mxm."

Her:"lokncama."

-yougivingup.

Welaughed.Thedayproceeded.Afterschoolwe

wenttobuywhiteclothesandwenttothesalonto

doourHairfortonight.

Weweredoneweallwentourseparateways.Itwas

theeventnow.ThetwinswerebyMakhulu.Iwillbe

goingtherewithbothmyparents.

Ooh.TurnsoutNiziis3monthspregnant.I'mso

happythatwewillbehavingalittlethem.Hope

he/shedoesn'ttakealltheattention.ButIknowmy

parentscandividetheirattentiontoallofus.They



neverneglectusanyway.

Wegotthereandtheceremonystarted.The

principalmadealongassspeech.Thegrade8's

wentfirst.Iloweredmyselfonthechair.

Ilookedup.Myheadwasleaningagainstthechair.

IwassittingbetweenEyodwaandagrade11

learner.Iwasbasicallythelastoneinthegrade

10's.

Eyodwa:"phakamawenanankuMr.Hope."

-getupherecomesMr.Hope.

Ilookedattheboynexttome.

Me:"nyanisilesarni?"

-isshetellingthetruth.



Him:"heeyaqelalantwanauthisarnikum."

-heisshittingwithmehesaidboytome.

Hechuckled.

Me:"uyicherryke?"

-areyougirl?

Him:"zaqelaezintwana."

-thisboyaredisrespectful.

Me:"andilwisarniqandabuza."

-i'mnotfightingbutIwasasking.

Him:"sathisarnistill."

-youstillsayingboy.



Okayguysndathanduqalucukunjebabone.

-ilikecausingconflict.

Me:"yoohhaykesarni."

Helookedatmeandshookhishead.Ichuckled.

Eyodwa:"awuvawenakaphakame."

-youdon'tlisten.Situpstraight.

Isatupbeforestickingoutmytongue.Welaughed

slightly.Theprogramwenton.Itwasnowtimefor

thegrade10.Sekaniwentupfirst.

GradeHeadTeacher:"SekaniLayigreat

achievementinHistorywith90%

Mathematics77%



ComputerApplicationTechnology80%

English88%andabronzemedal."

Heclimbedontopofthestage.Everyoneclapped.

Therewasevenwhistling.Ichuckled.Thatmustbe

myfamily.

G.H.T:"Ntlakanipho(straggled)Vicegreat

Achievementin.

LifeSciencewith90%

PhysicalScience88%

Mathematics80%

Afrikaans77%andabronzemedaltoo."

Heclimbedonstageandweclappedandwhistled.

H.G.T:"KelvinWilliamsgreatachievementin.

Physicalsciencewith92%



Tourism86%

Afrikaans80%

Mathematics77%andaourlastbronzemedal.It's

liketheytoldeachotherthattheywillaimfor

bronzemedals."

Wealllaughedwhileclappingandwhistling.

H.G.T:"EyodwandoniLangagreatachievementin

Accounting93%

Mathematics90%

Economics88%

ComputerApplicationTechnology80%

History77%andasilvermedal."

Thescreamswentloudandtheclaps.Shemadeas

ifsheismodelingshowingofherhandlikesheis

showingthemherring.Wealllaughed.



:"Molokazanawamguys."

-sheismydaughterinlaw.

ThatwasSiya.Wealllaughed.

G.H.T:"let'ssettledownplease."

Shewasalsolaughing.

Her:"ChumaniPlaatjiesgreatachievementinallthe

subjectsbasically."

Welaughed.

Her:"Mathematics94%

Accounting90%



Businessstudies90%

English88%

ComputerApplicationTechnology88%

Afrikaans80%

AndlastlybutnotleastHistory79%withaGold

medal.Iwannaclassifythistoday.Heishasthe

greatestachievementsinhistoryofthelastpast5

years.Ismella100%ratefromthesegrade10

learnersin2yearstime.KeepitupMr.Plaatjies."

Everyoneclappedlouderandwhistledlouder.I

smiledclimbingup.Ibowedlookingateveryone

andtheyallwhistledmoreandclappedmore.

Thefunctionwentonanditwasovernow.We

walkedoutIwanttomyparentsandtheywereall

standingthereandEyodwa'sparentstoo.

TheyclappedformeandIsmiled.Theyallhugged



me.

Nizi:"Eyodwanextyearndifunigold.NinaSilveror

gold."

Theywerealsohere.Theyallagreedlaughing.

Eyodwa:"eishEnglishneAfrikaans."

Welaughedather.

Wetookpictures.Itookpictureswithmybaby.I

postedallthepicturesandplacedtheonewithmy

babyasmyprofilepicture.Withthecaption.

'goalsarenotwhenwewear.Blackjeans,Whitet-

shirts,orangehoodiesandnavysneakers.Goals

arewhenwebothachievegreatachievementsin



life.'

Thepicturehad900likesalreadywith100shares

and200comments.Theothersalsohadmanylikes.
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Chumani

Siya:"masambeniIbookedthewholerestaurantfor

us."

-let'sgo...

Wewerestillatschool.

Lungelo:"butIhaveanearlymorningtomorrow."

Siya:"masambewethuzolalemsebenzi."

-let'sgoyouwillsleepatwork



Welaughed.

Cage:"phambenewena."

-youmad.

Lungelo:"let'sgo."

Weallwalkedout.WegottotherestaurantandIsat

nexttomybabyofcourse.

Nizi:"celaumtuahlalephakathikwabo."

-cansomeonepleasesitbetweenthem.

Nandi:"Isecondthat."

Welaughed.



Me:"yoohaaguysmasityeni."

-noguyslet'seat.

Ayola:"Sekanihlalapha."

-sekanisitthere

Welaughed.

Sekani:"jumpcasebakabamatyemocyoohmaku

yekwe."

-thatI'mkickingrocksnoratherleaveit.

TT:"Ntlakanipho."

Ntlakaniphoshookhishead.



Him:"ndigrndyabaziababangacommunicate

ngokuhlalenabobanezinto."

-i'mgooddoyouknowthem?Theywilleven

communicatewhenI'mwiththem.

MeandEyodwa:"wenotthatbad."

Kelvin:"class.ini."

Wealllaughed.

Eyodwa:"Chumanialwayswandilandela."

-heisalwaysfollowingme

Ilookedather.Welookedateachotherwithout

blinkingorsmiling.

Them:"unotshesozeklk."



-never.

Lungelo:"yeyngathindilibalekileaphakwedini."

-itslikeI'mforgottenhere.

Webroketheeyecontactandsmiled.

Me:"SanubanoMona.Iwassearchingfor

somethinginhereyes."

-don'tbejealous.

Them:"notphamkwethuklk."

-notinfrontofus.

Mybro's:"canyousmellthat?"

Theysniffed.Welookedatthemconfused.



Us:"what?"

Them:"youwhippeddawg."

Wecrackedintolaugher.Thefoodcameandwe

startedeating.Wechattingupastormandlaughing.

Shehascoolparents.

Igetalongwithherfatherthewayshegetsalong

withmyparents.

Eyodwa:"ziphitoilet?"

-wherearethetoilets?

Siya:"Zi.."

Me:"Iwillaccompanyher."



Mike:"haihaikwedini."

Welaughed

Me:"Iwilljustshowthemtoher.SheismywifeI

havetotakecareofher.OrTaLungsakazondinika

Floweryam."

-won'tgivememyflower.

Weallcrackedintolaugher.

Them:"wiferhaa...."

IDidn'tevenletthemfinishIjustpulledNdoni.

:"Yeyndiniguard.ile."



ThatwasKelvin.Wealllaughed.Ineededtorelease.

It'sbeen2weeknow.

Me:"canwepleasehaveaquickie."

Isaidlockingthedoor.Shepeed.

Her:"befast."

Shesaidlaughinglookingatmyerection.Shegot

doneandbentoverholdingthesink.Ikissedher

Virginia.

Her:"befastbeforesomeonecomes."

Shewasalreadywet.Ienteredwithoutwarning.

Shegasped.Wehadaquickieandcumatthesame



time.

Itookoutthewipesinmyblazerandwipedmycock

andherclit.Iturnedheraroundafterfixingherand

wekissed.

Me:"ndakuthandava?"

-iloveyouokay.

Iwhisperedinherearbitingit.

Her:"mmhbrayoumakingmehorny."

Ikissedherneckdowntoherboobs.

Me:"asikagqibiIwillsneakout,youwillalsosneak

outyabo.Wehaveunfinishedbusinessoverhere."



Isaidleavingalovebiteinherleftbreast.My

favorite.ShewasbreathingheavilysinceIwasalso

rubbingherclit.

Her:"Iwillbewaiting."

Ilickedmyhandsinceitwaswetbecauseofher.I

fixedhershirt.Ilookedathershewasfine.Itook

outhersprayshealwayshasitwithher.

Isprayedher.Ialsotookoutmineandsprayed

myself.

Me:"ndakuthanndayeva."

-iloveyoutoo.

Her:"ndakuthandanam."



Wekissedfor10seconds.

Me:"bymidnightwewillbetogetherokay."

Shenodded.Ican'tresisther.Shetastessogood.

Nevertastedanyonelikeher.Wewalkedout.

Siya:"theNavywasalmosthere."

Welaughed.

Them:"Benisenzani."

-whatwereyoudoing.

Me:"shewasstrugglingwiththehandwasher."

Theylookatme.



Me:"Inogolie.Sheisusedtotheoneswhereyou

justpress.Iwasbusylaughingathertillshegotit

right."

TheyChuckledtwicebeforelaughing.Wechilledfor

15minutesbeforegoinghome.Afteranhourof

settlingin.Isneakedoutwithoutbeingnoticed.

Theguardsletmeout.IusedtheAudiRS8toget

there.Icalledher.

Her:"Radebe."

Me:"phumababyndiphandle."

-getoutI'moutside.

Her:"giveme5minutestops."



Shehungup.3minutesshewasalreadyhere.

Me:"Iloveyournightdress."

Shewaswearingasilkyone.Shelaughed.

Her:"let'sgobutby4amImustbehere."

Me:"suwarababyndizokubuyisa.Ngokuiza.I

wannatrysomethingnew."

-don'tworryIgetyouback.Nowcome...

Iwasstilldriving.

Her:"butyoudriving."



Shesaidgiggling.

Me:"yeah.Wewon'tgetintoanaccident.I'man

expertinthis."

Shejumpedontopofme.Shetookoutmycock

andinserteditherself.Shewasn'twearingany

underwearItookitatthebathroomtoday.

Don'tlookatmelikethatamanhastodowhata

manhastodo.

Her:"Iwon'tmove.Weareperfectlyfinelikethis.

Youwillloosefocus."

Inodded.

Me:"yousofuckenwarmbytheway."



Shegiggled.Sheplacedherheadonmyshoulders.

Kissingmyneck.Iwasbecominghardwitheach

passingminute.

IwalkeddownstairsandIwassofuckentired.I

thinkIshouldn'tgotoschool.ButIcan'tdisappoint

mybaby.

Me:"isn'tthereanyenergydrinkhere.I'mtiredit's

likeIdidn'tsleep."

Wellwedidn't.Wedidwandersyesterday.Wewere

havingsexlikeit'sthelastthingonEarth.Weslept

foranhourmax.

Icouldn'tresisther.shewasjusttoperfectforme.I

tookoutabottleofenergadefromthefridge.



Nizi:"younevergotoschoolwhenyouhavethese

things."

Siya:"Eyodwawonkelo."

Ilookedatthem.

Them:"qondile."

-iknewit

Welaughed.Weatebreakfast.Itookabottleof

RussianBearwhichwasintheminibarandpoured

itina2LTupperwarebottle.

Iwalkedouttoourdriver.Hedroveoff.

Me:"Ms.Craig."



Welaughed.

Nkanyezi:"mxm."

Me:"whydyolanentangazam."

-whyyoudatingpeoplemyage.

Nkanyezi:"eish."

Me:"eish?"

Igaveheraquestioninglook.Welaughed.

Me:"tellthatboyofyourstotreatyougood.You

knowwhatmeandSiyawilldoifhehurtsyou."

Shenoddedbeforehuggingme.Ikissedherallover



herfaceandwasgiggling.

Me:"Izanawekwedini."

-comeboy

Uvuyo:"haihainton'ngokubhutt'."

Wecrackedintolaugher.Wecontinuedchatting.I

gottoschoolandEveryonewaswearingwhite.I

spottedmyfriendsandwenttothem.

Sekanisnatchedthebottleandstarteddrinking.

Sekani:"aahrh.Leponi."

Theyalltookthebottleanddrank.Welaughed.



Eyodwa:"Ineededthis."

Wedrankthewholebottleimagine.

Me:"halls?"

Ntlakanipho:"nazi."

-heretheyare.

Wealltook3each.

Kelvin:"lekesezethu."

-oursweets.

Weburstintolaugher.Thedaystarted,frombeing

whitetocolourful.Ienjoyedmyself.Wehadtogo

toclassnow.



Sekani:"IneverthoughtIwouldenjoymyselflikeI

didtoday."

Us:"bro."

Eyodwa:"myhair."

ShehasbeensayingthesamelineeversinceWe

colouredherhair.Welaughed.

WegotintheclassandAphiwewasarguingwith

Zoey.

Eyodwa:"woahhowcanthefightstartwithoutme."

Wealllaughed.Andthe2werefuming.



Aphiwe:"ndithebetha."

-isaidhitme.

Zoey:"qala."

-start.

Class:"yohyoh."

Me:"aaguysthereisnofighthappeninghere."

Eyodwa:"wonkeumtufunabalweanditsho?"

-everyonewantsthemtofightright?

Class:"yes."

Theywereallexcited.Thethingistheyhavebeen

beefingeachotherforawhilenow.



Eyodwa:"thantheywillfight."

Me:"thereisnofighthappeninghere."

Eyodwa:"whowillstopthem?"

Me:"me."

Eyodwa:"noyouwon'tRhadebe"

IswearIbecomehardeverytimeshecallsme

Rhadebe.

Shegotclosetome.Shewas2inchesawayfrom

me.



Me:"Iwill."

Her:"ndikuphuzekemna."

-iwillkissyou.

Me:"Iwon'trespond."

Theclasslaughed.Shegotclosetome.Asshewas

abouttokissmesheturnedaround.

Her:"Idon'tkissangrypeople."

Wealllaughed.Ijustpulledherkissedher.

Class:"v'tsek."

Eyodwa:"otherwisefightafterschool."



Me:"therewillbenofighting."

Theyalllaughedatus.
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Itisnowthe30thofNovembermeaningit'smy

baby'sbirthday.Can'twaittoseehowshewillbe

afterthesurpriseIhaveforher.

Wellthepastfewweekshavebeengreat.Wewrote

ourexamsandall.IstudiedwithmybabyandI'm

confidentthatwepassed.

OohonNtlakanipho'sbirthdaywemadeanepic

party.Myhomiewassohappy.Everythingwent

great.



Idrovetotheparkwithoneoftheguardssothathe

canwatchovermypicnicset.

Iplacedtheblanket,decorateditwiththesnacks

andall.Iwassatisfiedthateverythingisgreat.

Me:"ndizobuyangokutasayolandumedi."

-iwillcomebacknow,Iwanttofetchmygirl.

Henodded.Iwalkedtoherhouse.Itwasnearby.I

gotinthegateandknockedatthefrontdoor.

Ntsika:"yeahshoboy."

Webrohugged.

Me:"khonibirthdaygirl?"



Him:"yeahsavasintlokoyakhe."

-sheisstillwashingherhair.

Me:"birytmoc."

Helaughed.

Him:"simbakilenamhlanjengomgubonangama

qandayonkelanto."

-webakedhertodaywithflourandeggs.

Welaughed.

Him:"masikabesihlalaapha."

-let'ssithere.

Wesatatthelounge.Hewasaskingmeendless



questions.Iwasbasicallyintheintorigationroom.

HewasaskingmeaboutEyodwahowI'mtreating

herandall.ButIgetwhereheiscomingfrom.Any

brotherwoulddoso.

Afterafewminutesofwaitingandgettingtoknow

herbrother.Shecamedownlookingashotasshe

is.

Eyodwa:"youalreadyhere."

Me:"Happybirthday."

Isaidhuggingher.Ihavealreadywishedhera

happybirthdayatmidnight.

Ntsika:"kamendinishiye."

-letmeleaveyou.



HebrohuggedmebeforekissingEyodwaallover

herface.Heleft.

Me:"comeIhaveasurpriseforyou."

Isaidpullingher.Wewalkedtotheparkchasing

eachotherandthrowingstones.

Me:"letmeblindfoldyou."

Her:"Ihatethose."

Me:"it'snotupfordiscussion."

Isaidalreadyblindfoldingher.Wewalkedtothe

picnic.Iindicatedthattheguardcango.Hegave

methecarkeys.



Me:"areyouready."

Her:"yeah."

Itookitoff.Shescreamed.Sheissofuckencrazy.

Shehuggedme.Ikissedheralloverherface.

Me:"doyoulikeit."

Her:"no.."

Me:"whatdoyoumean."

Shekissedme.

Her:"Iwasn'tdonetalkingRhadebeIloveit."



Isighed.Wekissed.

Me:"let'senjoyourpicnicmylove."

Wesatontopofthesmallpillows.

Her:"didn'tanyonehelpyou."

Ilookedather.Shefedmeastrawberrydippedin

chocolate.

Me:"noIdidthisallbymyself."

Shegavemeapeck.

Her:"neverthoughtyouhaditinyou."



Welaughed.Akidpassedbyus.

Eyodwa:"sorry."

Sheturned.

Eyodwa:"canyoupleasetakeapictureofus."

Ichuckled.Thechildnodded.Shetookmany

picturesofus.Crazyonesto.Wegavethechild

chips.

Me:"comeyouhaven'teaten."

Her:"butI'meatingbaby."



Me:"Khangendikuboneumna."

-ididn'tseeyou.

Shesulked.

Me:"ndakuthandaklkbaby."

-iloveyou.

Welaughed.Fedher.Itookthecreamofthebar

onecakeandspreaditalloverherface.Shegasped.

Iranlaughing.Sheranafterme.Sheeventually

caughtme.Shepinnedmedownandlockedme

underher.

Her:"susalecream."

Welaughed.



Me:"sukaklk."

-getofme.

Her:"aayenzangokulapha."

-no.Doitwhileyoudown.

Me:"njani."

-how.

Her:"makeaplan."

Shewasholdingmyhands.

Me:"letgoofmyhands."

Her:"aa."



-no

Me:"bringyourfaceclosetomine."

Shedid.Idon'thaveachoicebuttolickher.Ilicked

herface.Therewaslittlecreamleftnearherlips.I

suckedherupperlip.

Me:"done."

Shegavemeapeckbeforestandingup.

Me:"babyhelpyourguyup."

Welaughed.ShehelpedmeStand.Wewalkedback

toourpicnic.

Me:"babyIgotyouagift."



Iplacedmyheadonherlap.Shegavemepeck

excited.

Her:"iphibaby."

-whereisit.

Iopenedthezipinmymoonbagandtookoutaring

andnecklacebox.

Her:"noway."

Ilaughed.

Her:"areyouproposing."

Me:"sunxamababy."



-waitbaby.

Isaidkissingher.

Me:"sobabypromiseringleyabo.Ndayazimelbe

lindenyakatillndikunikeqaqondbamandikuNike

ngokuisaqalalentoyethuyabo?Funaundi

thembiseNamndikuthembisabanuzohlalauna

Namngokunjalongalolonkeixetshakwayeasoze

undiishiyenobainjanimeko.Uzohlalaunamsibe

kunyemihlayonke.Ndakucelasthandwasamcela

thathelepromisering.Ubeundithembisabauzoba

nam."

Iwipedawayhertears.

Her:"IpromiseyoubabyIwillalwaysbewithyou."

Me:"ndakuthandayevasthandwasentliziyoyam."



-iloveyou,loveofmyheart.

Her:"ndakuthandanamRhadebe."

-iloveyoutoo.

Islippedintheringandhelpedherwearthe

necklace.

Me:"babylenecklacezaysebendizaforfakhiring

yakhokuyoyabo?"

-youwillusethisnecklacetoputyourRingaround

it.

Itisjustasimplechain,Nothingfancy.

Her:"okaybaby."

Wekissed.Wetookpictureswiththering.Shewas



basicallybragging.Thekindofgirlswedatemara.

ButIloveher.

Shemightnotbeattractivelikeallofyouallbutshe

israretofind.SheisthebestthingIcouldhave

everaskedforandthebestthingthatIhave.Ilove

her.

Me:"kululebabyyayaziMalinilennto?"

-takeitofbabydoyouknowhowmuchitis.

Her:"aa."

-no.

Shelaughed.IAlsolaughed.

Me:"20Kbawo."



Shewidenedhereyes.

Her:"what?"

Me:"youknowIwantthebestthingsforyoumy

love."

Wekissed.Wecontinuedchatting,laughingand

eating.

Me:"babyit'stimetogonow."

Shedidn'trespond.Igotupsincewewerelyingon

ourback.Ilookedbesidesme.Shewassleeping.

That'ssooddofher.

Ishookher.



Me:"baby."

Herwholebodywasmoving.Fuck.

Me:"no.No.Eyodwayoucan'tdothistome."

Iliftedherupplacedhergentlyonthebacksit.

Tookthethingsoutsideandplacedthemintheboot.

IdrovefasttoHospital.

Idon'tcareabouttickets.MyLifeLineisdyinghere.

Igotthereandtookherin.

Me:"nursehelp."

Theycamewithastretcher.Theytookherin.Iwent

tofillinthefileatthereceptionist.AsshakingasI

was.



Icouldn'tevenseeastearswerestreamingdown

myface.Igotdoneandwenttothewaitingarea.
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SoIdecidedtocallhermother.

Her:"Chumani."

Me:"Eyodwajust...gotadm....ittedattheho...spital.

Sheju...stfain..ted."

Iwasbreakingdown

Her:"okay.Siyeza."

-wecoming.

Shewaspanicking.Idroppedthecall.IsawTTand

Lethabocomingby.



Them:"whereisshe?"

Ijustpointedatthewardshewasin.Theywentin.I

saidalittleprayer.IknowIdon'tusuallypraybutI

neededgodtoprotecther.

Minuteslatermyparentswalkedinalongwith

Eyodwa'sfamilynottoforgetmyHomies.

Them:"whereisshe?"

Ijustlookedatthemwithtearsinmyeyes.I

couldn'teventalk.Andthefactthatthedoctors

haven'tcameoutisfuckingwithme.

Nandi:"canyoupleasetelluswhathappened."

Icalmeddown.



Me:"wewerehavingapicnic.Nextthingndithi

masambekuyexandijongakuyeufaintelendim

shukumisewabuyawonke."

Her:"yooh."

Theyallstartedcrying.Irubbedmyfaceroughlyon

myhands.TTandLethabocameout.Theylooked

sad.

Me:"pleasetellwhat'sgoingon."

Isaidwithtearsstreamingdownmyface.They

lookedsadandIknewrightthattheyhavebad

news.

TT:"shehasakidneyfailure."



IswearIranoutofbreathinasecond.AsIwas

abouttofallSiyaquicklycaughtme.Isatdown

holdingmychest.Myheartwasshatteredinto

pieces.

Nizi:"bothkidneysorjustone."

Lethabo:"unfortunatelyshehadonekidneyleft.She

needsadonororshewon'tsurvive."

Me:"Iwilldonateitforher."

TT:"wehavetotestyouifyouhavethesameblood

typefirst."

Inodded.



Lethabo:"anymoredonors?"

Them:"Iwilltest."

Wefollowedthemtotheoffice.Theytookourblood

samples.

Me:"canwegoandseeher?"

Theynodded.Wewalkedouttoherward.Aswe

wereabouttoapproachitmyauntanduncle's

came.

Zimi:"isshefine?"

Ijustleftthemthereandwalkedin.Shewaslooking

attheceilingIwenttohugher.Wecriedineach

other'shands.



Me:"don'tworrybabyeverythingwillbefine.Iwill

donateakidneyforyou.Youcan'tleavemehere.

YouknowthatIwon'tsurvive.Norhbundi

thembisilebasozeundishiye.Nantsinaleringbesi

thembisenengayo(Isaidkissingitfromherneck

shewasstillwearingit.)Canyoupleasecomeout

alivefromtheoperation."

Isaidbrushingherfacelookingstraightinhereyes.

Icouldfeeleyespiercingthroughmyskin.Iknew

forafacttheywerewatchingus.

Her:"Iwillcomeoutalive.Ndizokushiyanabaniiba

ndinohamba."

-whowillIleaveyouwithifIleave.

Ihuggedtightlysniffingonhershoulders.She

mademelookather.Shewipedmytears.



Her:"pleasebestrongforme.Webothcan'tbeweak

atthismoment.Ndakcelarhadebe."

Inoddedrepeatedly.

Me:"it'sjustthatI'mafraidtolooseyou.Yourmylife

baby.ButIwillbestrongforusokay."

Shenodded.Ikissedbothhereyes.

Me:"ndakuthandayeva?"

-iloveyouokay?

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."

Me:"zandithenikuweBaby?"

-whatdidIsaytoyou?



Shegiggled.Bestsoundintheworld.

Her:"ndakuthandanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

Igaveherapeckbeforehuggingheragain.Istood

besidesherbedsinceIwassittingontopofit.I

kissedherhandholdingit.

Thefamilyeventuallycamein.Theyallhuggedher.

Lungelo:"youtrulydoloveher."

Me:"sheismylife.Ican'tlivewithouther."

Isaidlookingathersmiling.Shealsosmiled.I

wipedawaymytear.



Nandi:"thismustbeyourworstbirthdayEver."

Wealllaughed.

CageandMamber:"kubiguys."

-it'sbad

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"actuallyitwasthebestexceptforme

beinghereofcourse."

Shesaidsmilinglookingatme.

NiziandNandi:"picnicbinjani."

-howwasthepicnic.



Kelvin:"bekumnandiisana.Jongani."

-itwasgreat.Look.

HewasholdingEyodwa'sphone.Wellthepassword

isRhadebe0509.Welaughedathim.Theywereall

gushingoverthephone.

Them:"You'realreadyproposing?"

Theywereallsurprised.

Lungelo:"kangeuzenakumkwedini."

-youdidn'tevencometome.

Welaughed.



Me:"nomarnthat'sapromisering."

Them:"ooh."

Siya:"kazebone."

-letmesee

Hesaidlookingattheringthanme,theringagain

thanme.Heshookhishead.Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"uyadikakeRhadebeSenior."

-RhadebeSeniorisirritating.

Welaughed.

Siya:"Eyodwa."



Eyodwa:"RhadebeSenior."

Siya:"Eyodwa."

Eyodwa:"RhadebeSenior."

Siya:"Umbi."

-yourugly.

Wecrackedintolaugher.Myfatherisinsane.

Eyodwa:"nawe."

-youtoo.

MeandSiya:"neowyakhoimbijumpcase/ayikwazi

klksifana"

-yourboyfriendisalsougly/itcan'tbewhenwelook



thesame.

Wealllaughed

Eyodwa:"umhlewenaRhadebe"

-youbeautiful

Welaughed.

Nizi:"akhakhombimnyeniwamyourboyfriendis

theuglyone."

-myhusbandisnotugly...

Me:"haibomama."

Welaughed.Wecontinuedchattingmakingjokes

andall.Iwassohappytoseehersmileandlaugh

again.Adoctorcamein.Hestoodbesidesme.



Dr:"wellwefoundadonorforMs.Langahere.He

hasalreadydonatedthekidney.Theyhavethe

samebloodtypeto.Wejusthavetodothe

operationnow."

Us:"who?"

Dr:"hedidn'tleavehisnamebuthesaidIshould

givethistoyou."

Hegavemealetter.Hewalkedout.

Them:"ithini?"

-whatdoesitsay

Iopenedit.



Me:"gladIcouldhelpmyoneandonlydaughter.

HopesherecoverssoonsothatIcanplotmy

revengeagainstyouallwithherhelp.Don'tthinkI

haveforgottenaboutyouwifey.Yourstrulythan

thereisadiamond."

Them:"what?!!"

TheywereallshockedNandievenfainted.But

Liyemacaughtherontime.
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TheyplacedNandionthecouch.Lethabochecked

herup.

Lethabo:"sheisjustshockednothingmajor."

Wenodded.Sheeventuallywokeup.

Me:"diamondasinlikeherfather?"



Theyallnodded.

Eyodwa:"I'mnottakinghiskidney.Findmeanother

one."

Shewasshaking.

Me:"Iwillprotectyoufromhimbabyokay."

Ihuggedher.

Ntsika:"wewillalsoprotectyousis.Wewillmake

surehedoesn'tcomenearyou."

Lungelo:"I'myouronlyfatherokay."



Shenodded.Theyhuggedtightly.

Nizi:"Don'tcrybaby.Youstillhavetosurvivethis.

Westillneedyou.LeJoywillgoandcheckifweare

matches.Pleasedon'tthinkabouthim.Wewillfind

himbeforehedoesn'tanythingtoyouall."

Eyodwanodded.Theyhugged.

Siya:"youknowyoucantrustme.Don'tworryabout

him.Iwilltakecareofhim.PleasehealandDon't

worryabouthim."

Hewipedhertearsbeforekissingherforeheadand

givingheratighthug.LethaboAndTTwalkedin

withthetests.

Them:"Chumaniistheonlyonethathasherblood

typesowewillbeperformingtheoperation



tomorrow."

IwassohappythatI'mtheonewhowillbe

donatingakidneyformyflower.I'mtheonewhois

goingtosaveheractually.Ismirked.Everyone

laughed.

Siya:"sieskwedini."

Welaughedmore.Wechilledthereforawhile.Iwas

alsoadmitted.SoIsharedaroomwithmybaby.

Me:"Iswearwhenwehavebothrecoveredwewill

havethebestsexEverndlelalehornyngayobaby."

Shelaughed.Iwasplaitingherbigafro.Nizitaught

mehow.AndIalwaysplaitNkanyezi's.



Her:"itwilltakeaweekformetoheal."

Me:"aababyprocessmayibefast."

-theprocessmustbefast.

Welaughed.

Her:"Iwillmissmymotherstraditionalwedding."

Me:"Nini?"

-when?

Her:"emvenikwezintsukuzimbini."

-afterthese2days.

Me:"haiwethubabybayaphi?"

-wherearetheygoing?



Her:"FreeState."

Me:"oohokay.Mylove."

Her:"Rhadebe."

Ikissedthebackofherneck.

Me:"whydidn'tyoutellmeyouhadakidney

removed."

Her:"Ididn'tthinkthiswouldhappenbabythat's

why."

Me:"youshouldhavebabymaybeIwouldhave

beenmorealerted.Undothusilenyanibaby.

Especiallyngokububuyawonke."



-youscaredmebaby.Especiallywhenyourwhole

bodywasmoving.

Her:"Iwillbabybutayikhoenyeintongokuand

uxolongokothusabingasoyntobendinqwenela

uyenza."

-thereisnothingelseandI'msorryforscaringyou.

Itwasn'tsomethingthatIwanted.

Me:"akhontobabyaslongasuzobangconowena

buyelekuRhadebewakho."

-it'snothingbabyaslongasyouwillbefineandyou

willcomebacktoyourRhadebe.

Her:"ndivuyelalontoNam,bakhendayaziiawukwazi

philangaphandlekwam."

-i'mHappybecauseiknowyoucan'tlivewithoutme.

Me:"nyanileyo.Celaundithembisebauzobuyela



esbedlelexakuthiwauzobelekabanthwanabam."

-that'sTrue.Pleasepromisemeyouwillonlycome

backherewhenyouaregivingbirthtomykids.

Webothgiggled.

Her:"ndakuthemnbisasthandwasam."

-ipromiseyoumylove.

Igotdoneplaitingherhair.

Me:"ndakuthandakeMolokazanawakwaRhadebe"

-iloveyou,daughterinlawfromtheRhadebeclan.

Her:"ndakuthandaNamRhadebe."

-iloveyoutooRhadebe.



Me:"Izancamisebabysibenolala."

-comeandkissmebabysothatwecansleep.

Sheturnedaround.Wekissed.Weslept.At5amwe

hadtowakeup.Wetookaquickshowertogether.

At6amtheoperationstarted.

By8amtheyweredoneandIwasstable.Myangle

wasstillunconscious.Thewholefamilywalkedin.

Them:"howyoufeeling."

Me:"ndisezntlungwinibutndizobangcononoko

bendiyenzelaumtuendimthandayolennto."

-inpainbutIwillbefineplusIwasdoingitfor

someoneIlove.

IsaidlookingatEyodwasleepingnexttome.They



allsmiled.

NandiandLungelo:"Enkossimntanamngosenzela

lento."

-thankyoumychildfordoingthisforus.

Ifaintlysmiled.

Me:"akhontomaasoyintole.Kunezintoendisezo

menzelazonaEyodwa."

-thisisnothingmom.thisisnothingcomparedto

thethingsIwilldoforher.

Siya:"wathethaokwendoda.Ndifundisile."

-spokelikeatrueman.Itaughtwell.

Welaughed.Wespoketheretillsheeventuallywoke

up.Theywerechasedawayat7pm.Iwenttomy



baby'sbed.Iplacedherheadonmychest.

Me:"uzivanjaningokuthambolam."

-howareyoufeelingbaby.

Her:"ndizivangconoRhadebe.Enkossingayoyonke

intoondenzeleYonaandiyazibandingakubulele

njani."

-i'mfeelingbetterRhadebe.Thankyoufor

everythingyouhavedoneformeI'mdon'tknow

howIwillthankyou.

Me:"ungandibulelengophilawenaqasthandwa

sam."

-youcanthankmebyjustrecoveringmylove.

Her:"ndizophilababy.Ndabulelesthandwasam."

-iwillrecover.Thankyoumylove.



Me:"akhontobaby.Ndiyakuthandauyeva."

-it'snothingbaby.Iloveyouokay?

Her:"ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

Wekissed.

Us:"togethertillinfinity ."

Wekissedagain.
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Eyodwa

IwasnowoutofhospitallivingwithChumani.



Reasonwhy?MyfamilywenttoFreeStateforthe

wedding.

Alongwithhisfamilytheywereallinvitedandwe

missedoutonthefun.Butworrylesscausethe

whiteweddingwillbehere.

Chumani:"babyNkanyezizobalaphainafew."

-willbehereinafew.

Me:"thengilefibre?"

-didyoubuyfibre.

Him:"yeah."

Igavehimababykiss.

Me:"setupthetable.I'mdone."



Ijustmadebreakfastforus.Ipouredwarmwater

forhimtowashhishands.Iwenttohimandhewas

alreadysittingdown.

Me:"handsplease."

Ikneeleddown.Hewassmiling.

Him:"Imissedthis."

Ismiledwashinghishands.Igotdoneandwentto

takeourbreakfast.Iplacedthedishesonthetable.

Me:"let'spray."

Wesaidgracebeforeeating.



Me:"zandincedisakebaby."

-youwillhelpmebaby

Chumani:"ihavetosomethingforSiyafirstbut

ndoqenaumnababy."

-i'mlazy

Me:"sothatsibenokawulezawehaveadatetonight

mylove."

-wecanbefast..

Chumani:"okayIwillhelp.Butzandibhatala."

-youwillpayme.

Me:"haibo."

Welaughed.



Him:"eweke."

Me:"mxm."

Him:"ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

HesaidfeedingmeaBacon.

Me:"Ihateyou."

Him:"utshokum?"

-yousayingthattome?

Me:"aalamtuumbonayoxajongeespilini."

-notherepersonyouseewhenyoulookingatthe



mirror.

Hemadehiseyessmall.

Me:"awasemancinci."

-theyaresosmall.

Welaughed.

Him:"mxmv'tsek."

Hesaidtakingtheemptyplates.Hestoodupand

wenttothekitchen.Iranbehindhimandjumpedon

hisback.Wealmostfell.

Him:"swine."



Welaughed.Heplacedtheplatesinthesinkbefore

runningouttothepoolside.

Me:"CHUMANI!!!"

Isaidashejumpedinthewater.

Me:"mqundu."

Helaughed.Ichasedhiminthewater.HegotUnder

thewaterandIalsofollowedhim.Icaughthimbut

thisdickheadkissedme.

Wekissedandhewalkedoutofthewater.Wewere

stillkissing.

:"Yewethuniphina.Oohnilapha."

-whereareyou?Oohyouhereyouare.



Ibrokethekissandlookedup.ItwasNkanyezi.

Chumani:"siesunebadtiming."

-youhavebadtiming.

Welaughed.Wegotoutofthewater.Itookofmy

clothes.Chumanialsotookofhis.

Wewalkedinthehouse.

Me:"sisterinlawcelasulefootprintszethu!!"

-canyoupleasewipeourfootprints.

Iyelled.

Her:"okay!!"



Sheyelledback.Wegottotheroom.

Chumani:"bendizotyake."

-iwasgoingtogetsome.

Hesaidkissmyclit.Hewasthewipingmewitha

towel.

Me:"yazithandaizmangadickhead."

-youlovesex.

Turnedmearoundandmadehiscocktouchmyass.

Me:"mhh."

Him:"zanitheningondituka?"



-whatdidIsayaboutyouswearingme?

Me:"Chumani.Xolomhhke."

Hewasfingerfuckingme.Hetookouthisfinger

andofcoursehelickedhisfinger.

Me:"Ihatethat."

Hegavemeapeckbeforegivingmehisboxersand

at-shirt.Iworethem.

Him:"it'sdelicioustome."

Welaughed.

Me:"youwillfindmedownstairs."



Ibabykissedhimbeforewalkingout.Hespanked

myass.

Him:"greatass."

Welaughed.IwalkeddownandNkanyeziwas

alreadysittingonapillowwithherfibrenexttoher.

Iwillbedoingbraidsonherhair.

Isatonthecouchwithherbetweenmylegs.

Me:"sowhendidintoyakonoCraigstart."

Isaidtakingoutthefibrefromtheplastic.

Her:"Valentine'sday.ButwebrokeupngoAugust

saphindasabuyelana."



-thanwegotbacktogether.

Me:"mmhValentine'sday.Washa."

Welaughed.

Her:"wenanoChumani?"

Me:"5kaSeptember.Hetookmeoutwandicela

kengoku."

-hethanaskedme.

Her:"butonFacebookyouwereactinglikeyour

dating."

Me:"yeah."



Welaughed.

Her:"sunxamaphone.leCraigsothatIcantellhimI

won'tbemeetingupwithhimanymore."

Shetookherphoneandfacetimedhim.He

answeredandhewasstillinbed.

Conversation

Craig:"Star."

Hesaidsmiling.

Nkanyezi:"Baby.Whyareyoustillinbed."

Theylaughed.



Him:"it'sstill10ambabyandyouknowthatI'mnot

anearlyperson...."

Her:"youradeepsleeperIknow."

Theylaughed.Theyaresoinlovethesekids.

Him:"butit'sagreatthingthatyourthefirstpersonI

sawthismorning.Starofmylife."

Shegiggled.

Her:"youknowIhateblushingright?"

Him:"it'snotacrimetoBlush.Plusyoulookgreat

anditmeansI'mmakingyouhappy."



Her:"yeahright."

Sherolledhereyes.

Him:"IswearifyourollthemagainIwilltakethem

outmyself."

Sheheldherheart.

Her:"that'ssofuckencruel."

Him:"stoprollingyoureyesthan."

Her:"Iain'tpromisinganything."

Theylaughed.



Him:"howareyoutodayanywaybabe?"

Her:"I'mgreatandyou?"

Him:"Great.Sowhatyouupto.?"

Her:"doingmyhair.That'swhyIcalled.BabyI

wouldn'tbeabletocometoyoutoday."

Him:"Iunderstand.Aslongasyoupromisetocome

tommorow.Imisssleepinginyourarms."

Yey.Uthinilo?

-whatishesaying.

Her:"dudeyoulive2Housesawayfrommygrams

soIwilldefinitelycome.PlusIwillbesleepingover

tommorow."



Hesmirked.Devil.Yewethubathiniabanthwana

zangendaxakwa.

-whatarethesekidssaying.

Her:"don'teventhinkaboutit.Wejustcuddleand

watchingmovies."

Him:"whatwasIthinkingaboutthan?"

Her:"youknowwhatI'mtalkingaboutyousodirty

minded."

Sherolledhereyes.Theylaughed.

Him:"Iwasn'tthinkingaboutanything.Iwasjust

thinkingaboutuscuddling.It'snotlikewedoingthe

deedanyway."



OohthankGod.Ithoughtbayalalana.

Her:"I'mnotready."

Hesmiled.

Him:"that'swhyIwillwaitforyou.Evenifit's5

years."

Her:"yourexaggeratingnowmaybewhenwe

celebratingour2yearanniversary."

Theylaughed.

Him:"IloveyouandIdon'twantustorushthings

westillhavealifetimetogether."



Her:"sogladyouseeafuturewithme."

Theysmiledateachother.Washa.

Him:"yourmysoulmate.AndIwillpaydowrytell

yourfathertonotworry."

Theylaughed.

Her:"Iwilltellhim."

Him:"Iwillbepayingamillion."

Theylaughed.

Her:"thatsalot."



Him:"anythingforyoumylove.Youknowthatyour

myeverythingso.Amillionwillbenothing."

Sheblushed.

Her:"Ihateblushing.Fuck."

Theylaughed.

:"CraigjouVaderbeljou."

-yourfatheriscallingyou.

Thatwassomeonecallinghimfromthe

background.

Craig:"ekkom."

-i'mcoming.



Craig:"lookbabywewillTalk.Afteryourdonewith

yourhair.Whatdoyousayinyourlanguageagain?

yeah.Ndakuthanda."

-iloveyou.

Shegiggled.Hejustsmiledgenuinely.

Her:"Iloveyoumoremylove."

Theybothblewakissbeforedisconnecting.

Me:"heehaiabanthwanabayakhulula."

-thesekidsaregrownup.

Isaidshakingmyhead.Welaughed.

.



.

.
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SinethambaLanga



I'msureyouallwonderingwhyI'mherenow.The

kidneyIsentatthehospitalwasjustmewarning

themthatI'mback.Ihavebeenwatchingtheirevery

movefor2years.

Ihavebeeninjailfor15years.Igotoutonlytofind

mywifewithanothermanandmykidshatingme.

NotlikeIcarebutIhatetraitors.Youcan'tbemy

familyandsidewithanenemyIhatetraitors.

Youshouldsticktofamilynothingelse.AndIwill

usemydaughtertogetbackatthem.

Ialreadyhaveaplanonhowtogetmyrevenge

back.ButIwilllaydownforabitnowIknowthey

areexpectingmetostrikenowbutIwon't.

Iwillwaitforayearthanstrikewhentheydon't



expectmetoo.Smart.IknowIhavebeeninthis

gameformorethan30years.

GreatthingthatmydaughterisdatingthatPlaatjies

boy.Makingiteasierformetoavengemyselfto

Silencer.

Ijustwanthiswealthnothingmorenothingless.I

wannaseehimsufferforputtingmebehindbars.I

knowIdiditfirstbuthedoesn'tgettohavethelast

laugh.

Hedidamistakebyjustputtingmebehindbarsand

notKillingme.NowI'mgoingtoteachhimalesson

to.Heshouldlearntoneverleaveanystone

unturned.

:"Babamamayakbiza."

-dadmomiscallingyou.



Ilookedup.Isawmydaughter.

Me:"funtoniYamkela?"

-whatdoesYamkelawant?

Sheshrugged.Welaughed.

Me:"let'sgobeforeshecomesuphereshouting."

Welaughedwalkingout.

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

Nkanyezi

Me:"whyistherepiecesofhairleftinbetween."

Chumani:"lenntobendizoybuza."

-that'swhatIwasabouttoask.

Hewasalsohelping.

Eyodwa:"Iwillplaitthathairdon'tworryyouwill

lookgreat."

Inoddedtheygotdone.Sheplaitthetinystripesoff

hairleft.

Eyodwa:"anddoneyoucangocheckyourselfout

onthemirror."



Ijumpedoffthepillowandstretchedout.Ihadan

asstrump.Iwalkedtothetoiletdownstairsand

lookedatmyselfonthemirror.

FuckIlookedgreat.Shereallyknowsherthings.I

saluteyousisterinlaw.Igiggled.Iwalkedout

smiling.Iwenttohugher.

Me:"thankyousomuch.Ilookgreat."

Shegiggledhuggingmeback.

Chumani:"awulambanga."

-ain'tyouhungry?

Ishookmyhead.

Them:"haibongu3ngoku."



Me:"IwilleatfikhakwamkuMakhulu."

-whenIgettogranny.

Theynodded.

Chumani:"yourdriverisherethan."

Ihuggedthemandgavethembothakissontheir

cheeks.Iwalkedinthecarandtookpictures.

Ipostedthemonmysocialmediaplatforms.With

thecaption'mysisterinlawsurelyknowsher

businessmorethanaprofessionalhairstylist.Ilook

greatallthankstoEyodwa. 'Imentioned

her.

IsentCraigsomeofthepictures.It'smydailyjob.If



Idon'tthanhewillbecrossatme.Imagine.That

dudeiscrazyinlovewithme.

SurelypeoplethinkIgavehimsomevudu.Idon't

evengivehimthecake.Laughing.ButIappreciate

him.Wellinhisphonehehas300picturesofme

includingoneswithhim.

Worsepartisthathesendmehiswhenhewantsto.

Hisnotthetypeofpersonwholovestakingpictures.

Hiscellphoneisfullofmypictures.

Whenwebrokeupheneverdeletedmypictures.He

reallyiscrazyifyouaskme.Iwasinterruptedbya

callcomingthroughwhenIwasstilldaydreaming

abouthim.

Andheistheonecalling.Igiggledpickingupthe

call.



Me:"Mr.Peterson."

Him:"Mrs.Petersontobe."

Welaughed.

Him:"youlooksobeautifulmylove.Imustsalute

yoursisterinlaw."

Welaughed.

Me:"weshouldsaluteherindeed."

Welaughed.

Him:"lookmyfamilywillbeouttilllatesoIwas

wonderingifyoucouldspendtherestofyourday

withme."



Iknowforafactthatheisbittinghislowerlips.He

doesthateverytimewhenheasksforsomething.

Me:"stopbittingyourlowerlip."

Welaughed.

Me:"Iwillcome.ActuallyI'm2minutesaway.Open

thegatesolong."

Him:"considerthatdone."

Igiggledbeforedisconnectingthecall.

Me:"canyoupleasedropmeoffhere."



IsaidpointingatCraigshouse.Thedrivernodded.I

calledLumi.Mycousin.AuntAyabonga'schild.

Her:"baby."

Me:"niphi?"

-whereareyou?

Her:"mall.UvuyoandLunathisibashiyile."

-weleftthembehind.

Me:"alertmewhenyou'reback."

Her:"kwanguCraigbutIwill."

Welaughed.Igotoffthecar.Craigwasstandingat

thedoorframeatthefrontdoor.Legscrossedand

armsacrosshischest.Hewasshirtlessmakingmy



clitreleasesomeliquid.

Igottohimandheattackedmewithahug.He

restedhischinonmyhead.

Me:"ouchbaby.Ijustdidmyhairremember."

Hegavemeapeck.

Him:"sorrymyloveI'mjustusedtothat.Doyou

forgiveyourbaby?"

Igigglednodding.Heliftedmeup.Iwrappedmy

legsaroundhiswaistandmyhandsaroundhis

neck.

Him:"yourgigglesturnmeoneverytime."



Iburiedmyheadinneckbeforegiggling.

Me:"sorrybaby."

Isaidleavingakissonhisneck.Iattackedhimwith

akiss.Hegrabbedmyasswalkingupstairs.He

startedtakingofmyclothes.

Ididn'tstophimcauseIwasreadyforhim.Iwas

leftwithmypantiesonly.Idon'twearbra'sIhate

theminfact.

Him:"Imustsayyouhaveaverybeautifulbody."

Hesaidlookingatme.Ifeltshyandcoveredmy

facewithmytinyhands.Heremovedthemand

smiledgenuinely.Hecamebacktokissme.



Heleftmylipsandwentformyneck.Heleftwet

kissesallthewaytomybreast.Hesuckedthem.He

thanleftwetkissesallthewaytomycake.

Hetookoffmypantiesandkissedmycake.

Him:"yoursobeautiful."

Hesmirkedkissingmyinnerthighs.Hewentinand

starteddoingthingstomypussy.Iwassoenjoying

this.Ikeptpushinghisheaddeeper.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedtowaitingbutIwas

readyforhim.Iwasmoaninghisname.

Me:"baby.."

Him:"cumformebaby."



Me:"CraigIneedtopee."

Isaidmoaning.

Him:"letitgobaby."

Iwasbreathingheavily.Ithanletgoandreleaseda

loudmoan.Helickedmedrybeforecomingup

lickingfluidfromhislips.Helickeditwithhis

tongue.

Me:"disgusting."

Him:"itain't."

Hesaidkissingme.Itwassosalty.Hebrokethe

kissanddisappearedtothebathroom.Hecame



andpickedmeup.Ikissedhim.Hebrokethekiss.

Him:"comewewilltakeabathnowthanwatch

movies."

Me:"butIwantmorebaby."

Him:"younotready."

Me:"Iam."

Him:"yourheadisjustmessingupwithyoumylove.

Younot.AndIwantyourfirsttimetobespecial."

Me:"whatdidwejustdonow?"

Him:"socuriousbutitwasoralsex."



Inodded.Welaughed.Hegavemepeck.

Hesaidplacingmeinthebubblebathhemade.He

tookofhisjeansandboxers.Hisdicksprangedout

freely.

Iopenedmyeyes.Hehasabigdick.

Me:"WowJohnissofuckenbi.."

Him:"who?"

Heburstoutlaughing.

Me:"John."



Helaughedmore.

Him:"youcrazy."

Hegavemeapecklaughed.

.

.

.

.

.

.

AphiweTom

Youallmustknowmyname.WellIgrowupina

fostercareasyouallknow.Chumani'smother

helpedusfindourfather.

Thoughthelooksweretheretoprovethatweare

hiskids.HisevilwifewantedDNAtestsdone.She



claimedthatwewanttoeatherhusbandsmoney.

Bitchyoutheoneeatinghismoneynotus.Sowe

areleavingwiththemnowalongwithmybro

Phumlani.

MeandhimgetalongprettywellalongwithOsiand

Umi.SotodayI'mmeetingupwithSekani.

I'msogladthatIendedupdatinghim.Ihaveabad

historyindating.Mustbewonderingwhat

happenedletmejusttellyou.Sotherewasthisguy

Iwasdating.

Atschoolnoonelikedme.Becauseofmyskin.My

skinchangeswhenseasonschangeto.

Whenit'swinterIhavemyfullbrowncolorand

whenitssummermyskinstartspealingmaking



peoplerejectme.

Becauseofmyskin.Backtothestoryaboutmyex.

Avideoofhimdrunkwaspostedonsocialmedia.

Hesaidandthatreallybrokemyheart.

'mxmlamthanaAphiweandimthandi.Iwasjust

usingher.IbrokeherVirginity.AndumnandiImust

Iadmitbut.Canyouallimagine.iNjegamenjengam

nexttosomeoneasUglyassheis.'

Thatbrokemyheartintopeices.Everyonewas

laughingatmeatschool.Itriedcommittingsuicide

butIwassaved.

TheteasingcontinuedtillIlostalltheselfesteem

andloveIhadinme.Ihatedmyselfsomuch.

ButthanSekanimademelovemyself.Hebuiltme



tobeconfidentagain.Yourwon'tbelieveitthatthe

peoplethatusedtoteasemearetheones

complimentingmenow.

Iwouldpostapictureofusandtheywouldall

complimentme.Funnyhowthingschange.Igotto

theparkafterbeinginsultedbymystepmother.

Andshedoesn'tbothermeabit.IknowthatI'm

beautifulinmyownway.Sekanitoldmetoalways

blocknegativepeople.

Igotthereandhewassittingonthebonnetofhis

car.Hesawmeandsmiled.Mykneesbacame

weakinaninstant.

Heapproachedmeandpickedmeup.

Him:"Ilikeyourskinwhenit'spealing.Itmakesyour



eyessparkl."

Hesaidtouchingmyfacesmoothlyafterplacing

meontopofthebonnet.

Me:"firstpersontocomplementmeaboutthat."

Him:"ungumtuwamsomustndikuncome.Ifnotme

thanubanimylove."

-youmypersonsoImustcomplementyou.

Me:"enkosi."

-thankyou.

Isaidattemptingtokisshimbuthedodgedmykiss.

Welaughed.Healwaysdoesthis.Ijustpulledhis

faceandgavehimakiss.



Him:"alwayswandifostabamanikuphuze."

-youalwaysforcingmetokissyou.

Me:"whyareyoudodgingmykiss."

Welaughed.

Him:"mxm."

Hekissedme.

Him:"Iwasgoingtobringyouchocolatesandstuff

butyoudon'tlikematerialthings."

Hesaidgivingmeapeckaftereachword.

Me:"you(peck)know(peck)I(peck)don't(peck)like



(Peck)material(peck)things.(peck)I'm(peck)not

(peck)someone(peck)you(peck)can(peck)buy

(peck)easily(peck).I(peck)prefer(peck)someone

(peck)showing(peck)me(peck)love(peck)and

(peck)affection(peck)than(peck)giving(peck)me

(peck)gifts.Giftscanneverbuythosethings."

Wethankissed.

Him:"yabore.a"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iknow."

Him:"Iwillcomeandfetchyoutonight."

Me:"nosexwhatsoeverthan."



Him:"yagula."

-youmad.

Welaughed.

Me:"dudeyouparalyzedmelasttimeremember."

Him:"yousofuckengoodatyourgame.Don'tact

likeyoudon'tkeeponsaying.'mmmhYonwaba.

Goodhardbabyandfaster.'"

Hesaidlaughingcopingmyvoice.Ichasehim

aroundholdingstones.

.

.

.

.



.

.

Chumani

AfterNkanyezileftwewenttotakeabathsincewe

weresweaty.Weweregoingout.

JustaMacDonald'sdatenothingfancy.Herwords

notmine.

Me:"let'sgetgoing."

Isaidpullingher.

Her:"yourruiningmyhairstyle."

Me:"akhongxakinobaumbi."

-thereisnoproblemevenifyouareugly.



Her:"rhaa.Wenabemhle."

-youmustbebeautiful.

Welaughed.

Me:"I'mhotsoImustalwaysbehot.Peoplecan't

resistmyhottness."

Isaidpullingmycollarupwigglingmyeyebrows.

Shelaughed.

Her:"don'tflatteryourself.Notallofuscan'tresist

yourhottness."

Me:"I'msohurtrightnow."

Iheldmychestandshepunchedmebefore



laughing.Ijoinedin.

AfterourgreattimeatMacDonaldIdrovetoaquiet

placewhereyougettoseethewholeJohannesburg.

It'sabeautifulview.

Especiallyatnight.Anditisnighttimenow

meaningthelightsareontheviewisperfectly

beautiful.

Eyodwa:"neverknewthatthiscityisthisbeautiful."

Me:"perfectviewindeed."

Weweresittingonthebonnetofthecar.Wesatin

comfortablesilence.Iwasthinkingaboutmylife.

Howitisandall.



Her:"Iloveyou."

Ilookedathernexttomeandsmiled.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Her:"Proveit,screamtotheworld."

Shesaidwithsomuchenthusiasm.Openingupher

hands.

IopenedmymouthasIwasabouttoscreambutI

wenttoherear.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Sheblushed.



Her:"whyareyouwhisperingitinmyear."

Me:"yourmyworld."

Shegiggled.Iattackedherwithakiss.

Kelvin:"Umidoeswonders."

Weweresittingwiththem.Iwasinthekitchenwith

Eyodwa.Theyweresittingonthebarstools.

Me:"haibramcincilamthana."

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"notebed.ini.it'slikeshewasn'tavirgin."



Ntlakanipho:"washa."

Welaughed.

Sekani:"Aphiwebra.Zolo.Shewasfuckingmelike

nobodiesbusiness."

Us:"shewasfuckingyou?"

Eyodwa:"doesshehaveacocknow?"

Weburstintolaugher.

Sekani:"nobutshewasincharge.Akaybambi

nephoneI'msuresheisstillsleeping.

-shedoesn'tanswerherphone...



Welaughed

Ntlakanipho:"umnaI'mstillwaitingayeartoprove

myself."

Hesulkedwelaughedathim.

Ntlakanipho:"silelantontomfutshane."

-thatshortthingisnaughty.

Welaughedmore.ItookthepanandhitEyodwa

withitonherhead.

Her:"msunu."

Me:"ibamfutshanenawe."



-beshortto.

Isaidrunningaway.Shewaschasingmearound

withapotinherhand.Mybro'swerelaughingtheir

lungsout.

Eyodwa:"siesayivalentoindengathigiraffe.Zonya

Chumanikanjanii.Struzamazimamambinqe

ngantonii."

Welaughedmore.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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NkanyeziPlaatjies

Hegotinthebathbehindme.

Me:"can'tbelievethisisusnow."

Heheldmetightlyfrombehindplayingwithmy



smallboobs.

Craig:"youbetterbelieveitmylove.Andwewilldie

together."

Hekissedthebackofmyneck.

Him:"babymyparentswanttomeetyou."

Me:"what?"

Him:"theywereevenexcitedwhenItoldthemthat

you'reblack."

Itriedtoturnaroundbutheheldmetightly.

Me:"butbabyI'mscared.Whatiftheydon'tlikeme?

Whatifthey.."



HeturnedmearoundsothatIcanfacehim.My

legswerearoundhiswaisthiscockwasonthetip

ofmynunu.

Him:"stopitwiththewhatifsbaby.Iwillbewithyou

alltheway.SoonTuesdaytheywanttospendtheir

lunchtimewithyou."

Meaninginthreedaystime.It'sstillSaturday.

Me:"Iwillhavetothinkaboutitbabyokay?"

Him:"okaymylove.Iwon'tputpressureonyou."

Me:"Iloveyou."

Isaidplayingwithhislipswithmythumb.



Him:"ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

Igiggledburringmyfaceonhischest.

Me:"youmakingmegocrazyeverytimeyousay

that."

Him:"that'smyaimbaby.Iwantyoutobecrazyin

lovewithme."

Me:"wellIalreadyamcrazyinlovewithyou."

Him:"likeIamwithyou."

Wekissed.



Him:"whenlastdidyoutellmegossipfromschool."

Ilaughedcarefree.

Me:"nowyouwantustogossip?"

Him:"youtheonewhodraggedmeintogossiping.

AndIloveitwhenyoutellingmeaboutpeople.It's

alwaysinteresting."

Welaughed.

Makhulu:"areyouguysgoingtochurch?"

Weallwokeupearlysincewewantedtowatch

Zombiesat303.



Us:"nope."

Her:"youwillmakelunchke."

Us:"yesgranny."

Her:"oohningalibalidesert.Porkndiykuphile."

-itookoutpork.

Me,KhanyiandLumi:"wewillmakeit."

Her:"goodbye.nike."

Shesaidkissingourcheeks.Iwanttopeekatthe

windowifshegone.

Me:"guysabazalibakhaCraigwantstomeetme."



-craig'sparents...

Theylaughed.

Lunathi:"niseriouskanti?"

-youguysareserious?

Khanyisiwe(auntThando'schild):"bazokuhlebange

Afrikaans."

-theywillgossipaboutyouinAfrikaans.

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmnotlikeIcareanyway."

Uvuyo:"heeqaleninikumtshawena?"

-whendidyoustartspeakingEnglish.



Irolledmyeyesandtheylaughed.

Lumi:"yakwenzelaCraigsana."

-craig'sdoingitforyou

Welaughedmore

Me:"guysI'mserious.Ihavetogetbacktohimasin

likenow.ThelunchisonTuesday."

Uvuyo:"ndakbethamlunguStar."

-iwillhityouwhite,Star.

Wecrackedoutlaughing.

Lunathi:"hailoCraig."



-nothisCraig.

Khanyi:"iyamntasekhayayekaaba.Makhuluuya

hambaTuesday."

-gocos.andleavethem.Grannywon'tbehereon

Tuesday.

Us:"yaphi?"

-whereisshegoing?

Lumi:"teaparty."

Us:"Good."

Me:"lemmegotellmybaby."

Isaidrunningupstairs.



UvuyoandLunathi:"siyangenisamoc."

-wewillletthemin.

Khanyi:"pleasethemtokeepitdownthistime."

Wecrackedoutlaughing.

.

.

.

.

.

.

SekaniLayi

I'msureyouallknowmynamebynow.WellIlive

withmymomanddad,AyolaandCageasyouall

know.AndnottoforgetmylittlebrotherLihle.



AsyouallknowI'mdatingAphiwe.Ilovethatgirlso

much.Sheismylife.Nomatterifshedoubtedmy

loveforheratfirstbutIstillloveher.

Chumani:"Ngyakudingaloviewami

Nguwewedw'empilweniyami

Ngekengsukeduzekwakho

Inhliziyoicweluthando

Ngalamagamangithi

Iloveyou.."

HewassingingIloveyoubyThami.Hewassinging

itforEyodwa.Theywerestillchasingeachother

withpots.

These2arecrazy.Ilovehowtheyloveeachother.

Theyarebothhappywitheachother.Meandmy



bro'swerestilllaughingatthem.

Webasicallylovehowtheyarewitheachother.It's

agoodthingthatwhenwearesittingalltogether

theydon'tmakeitclearthattheydating.

Wealwayssittogetherlikefriends.Sohewas

basicallysingingtosoftenherup.

Chumani:"XoloklksnqandamatheSami."

-i'msorrymylove.

HesaidhuggingherandgivingmethepotEyodwa

washolding.Wewerelaughing.

Eyodwa:"yandiqelakodwaRadebe."

-youshittingwithmeRadebe.



Ilovemybestiesomuch.Sheisthebest.

Chumani:"xoloklkIdidn'tmeantohurtlikethat.

XoleluRadebewakho."

Hesaidkissingher.This2arecrazyinlove.They

canneverbeseparated.

Her:"mxm"

Us:"aaklk."

Welaughed.Theycamebacktothekitchen.

Ntlakanipho:"reportThursday."

It'sSundaytoday.



Kelvin:"grade11nextyearmurr."

Welaughed

Chumani:"zintoezincaneezo."

-thosearesmallthings.

Welookedathimbeforelaughing.

Us:"mnandiiubaclever."

Him:"ngathinidomnini."

-it'snotlikeyouguysaredumb.

Us:"butstill."



Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"let'shostapartyatoneoftheclubs."

Chumani:"Iwasthinkingaboutthatjustnow."

Eyodwa:"ndizoyenzintozamthewholenight."

-iwilldomythingsthewholenight.

Me:"yeahpluspeoplehavebeenwantingyouin

theirparties."

Kelvin:"masipost.eniklk."

-let'spost.

Wealltookoutourphones.



Me:"Maliningena."

-howmuchisittogetin.

Chumani:"50r."

Wenodded.

Iwaswokenupbyacall.

Me:"makhuluwamyathakatha."

-mygrandmaperformancewitchcraft.

Isaidwithoutlookingatthecaller.

Person:"baby."

Ilookedatthecallfuckit'sAphiweshewas



breathingdown.

Me:"mylovewhat'swrong?"

Ilookedatthetimeit's8am.

Her:"ba..by."

Me:"babycalmdownandtellmewhat'swrong."

Shedidbreathingexercises.

Her:"it'sUmiandOsibabythey..."

Shebrokedown.

.

.



.

.

.

.

.

SiyamthandaPlaatjies

WestillinfreeStateandweareenjoyingourtime

herewithoutourchildren.

Thabo:"General."

Iwasinaphonecallwithhim.

Me:"yeahshontwana.Jongamarnkukholebhari

SinethambaLanga.Ndavakuthiwaunencosi

nomfazisocelaundenzeleesispani.."

Itoldhimwhattodo.



Me:"undiphone.lexaqibile."

-callmewhenyoudone.

Thabo:"okGeneral."

Me:"Iwilldeposit100000rinyouraccountwhen

you'redone."

Him:"okayGeneral."

Hesaidexcitedly.Idisconnectedthecall.

:"Yuuhncolile."

-youevil.

Ilookedbackeveryonewasstandingthere.The



crewIcamewithhere.

Me:"akhontiwrongklewayndiyenzayo."

-thereisnothingwronginwhatI'mdoing.

Liyema:"sowishIcanseehisface."

Welookedathim.

Liyema,Ntando,Ntsika:"whathetreatedourqueen

liketrash."

TheysaidhuggingNandi.Welaughed.

Nandi:"don'tyouthinkthatsalittlebitharsh."

Welookedather.



Nandi:"okayIguessit'snot."

Lungelo:"pholawena."

-calmdown.

Welaughed.

SnakesandCage:"kubi"

Welaughed.

Nizi:"pleaseremindmetoNeverdoublecrossyou."

T.O:"metoo."

Welaughed.



Ayabonga:"it'snotlikehewillsomethinglikethisto

you."

Welaughed.Sheistellingthetruth.

T.O:"hainyani.Helovesyoualot.Youguyswillhave

makeupsexniberyt."

Weburstoutlaughing.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



SinethambaLanga

Ndoni:"daddywearegoingtotheMall."

Me:"okaypleasedon'ttakeyourtimethereyou

knowIhaveenemies."

Yamkela:"wewon'tmylove."

Theybothkissedmebeforegoingout.Igotbusy

withpaperworkfrommybusiness.Iowna

constructioncompany.

Lateronaknockcamethrough.Iwentdownstairs.I

openedthedoor.Amanfrommortuarystoodin

frontofmewith2vases.

Me:"howcanIhelp."



Him:"asyourequestedsirIboughtyourwife'sand

daughtersashestoyourhouse."

Me:"whatdoyoumeanmywifeanddaughters

ashes.I'msureyouatthewrongaddress."

IcalledmywifebutItwentstraighttovoicemail.

Him:"I'mnotsir.YouareSinethambaLangaand

yourwifeisYamkelaLangaandyourdaughteris

NdoniyodwaLanga.YoujustrequestedthatI

shouldbringtheasheshere."

Ibrokedown.Whocoulddothis.Thisiswritten

Silencerallover.Iwillkillhim.

Me:"Silencer!!!"



Isaidfrustratedlyscratchingmyhead.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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.

.



.

.

AphiweTom

Mondaymorningmeaningeveryoneisout.

PhumlanihasCricketpractice.Babalwa(step

mother)mustbewithherfriends.

Anddaddyshouldbeatwork.SoIwokeupand

wenttothebathroomtowashmyfaceandteeth.I

firstpeedbeforebrushingmyteethandwashing

myface.

Iwalkedbacktotheroomandmademybedbefore

openingthecurtainsandawindow.Itookmy

phoneandwalkeddownstairs.

IgotthereandUmiandOsiwereonthefloorand

theMilocerealwasalloverthefloorwithmilk.



Irushedtothemnotcaringaboutthebowlpieces

bareinmindI'mnotwearinganyshoes.

Ishookthembuttheyjustcamebacktheireyes

werewideopen.Ibrokedown.

Me:"Osi.Umi.Mntasevuka."

-wakeup.

Isaidstillshakingthem.TheirwholeBodieswere

moving.Isatonthefloor.Irockedmyselfupand

downhuggingmylegstightly.

ItookmyphoneandcalledSekani.Heisthefirst

personthatcameinmind.

Him:"makhuluwamyathakatha."

-mygrandmaperformancewitchcraft.



IfitwasadifferentoccasionIwasgoingtolaugh.

Me:"baby."

Isaidbreakingdown.

Him:"mylovewhat'swrong?"

Me:"baby."

Iwasfailingtoutterwords.

Him:"babycalmdownandtellmewhat'swrong."

Ididbreathingexercises.



Me:"it'sUmiandOsithey.."

Ijustbrokedown.Icouldn'tevenfinishmy

sentence.

Him:"whatdidtheydo?What'swrongwiththem?"

Me:"theyaredeadbabytheyarenotwakingup."

Imanagedtosay.

Him:"I'monmyway."

Hedisconnectedthecall.Iwalkeduptothemas

theywerelayingthere.Iclosedtheireyescryingmy

lungsout.Ican'tbelieveIjustlostmypillarsof

strength.



Howdidwecomehere.Thiscan'tbehappening.

WhowillIbeleftwithnow.Ihavenowone.I'mleft

aloneinthisworld.Butwhatcouldhavepossibly

happentothem.

Theywerehealthyjustyesterday.Theydidn'tshow

anykindofsickness.Theywerehappyandnowthis.

Iscreamedinfrustrationpullingmyhair.

.

.

.

.

.

.

SekaniLayi

Iquicklygotoutofbedandwalkedtotheensuite.I

tookmymouthwash,washedmymouthwithit.



Igotdoneandworemysweatpantsandmyhoodie.

Irusheddownstairswearingmysneakers.

:"Whyareyouinarushbestie."

Ilookedbehindme.ItwasEyodwa.Shewas

makingbreakfast.Weallslepthereyesterday.

Me:"Guyslet'sgothereisanemergency!!"

Ishouted.

Her:"what'swrong."

Me:"youwillfindoutinthecar.CHUMANI,

NTLAKANIPHO,KELVIN."



Iyelled.Iwasgettingfrustratedbitbybit.Theyall

camedownstairswearingboxers.

Them:"what'swrong?"

Me:"gogetdressedwehavetogoandmakeit

snappyIwillexplaineverythinginthecar."

Isaidtakingthecarkeys.After3minutestheyall

cameout.Idroveoff.

Them:"kwenzekenton'udeusivuse."

-what'shappenedyouevenwokeusupearly.

Me:"UminoOSIdiedokay."

Theylaughed.Butthenstoppedassoonasthey

sawI'mserious.



Them:"whatdoyoumeantheydied."

Ihitthestaringwheelfrustrated.

Me:"Aphiwecalledmethismorningcryingsaying

thattheyaredead."

Kelvin:"noyoulyingUminathiisnotdead.Lemme

justcallher."

Hetookouthisphone.

Kelvin:"fucksheisnotanswering."

Ntlakanipho:"Idon'tgetbro.Osiwasfinejust

yesterday.Shewasfresh.Shewashappy.She.."



Hebrokedown.Kelvinwaslookingoutsidethe

windowwithtearsstreamingdownhisface.

Chumani:"broyouneedtoholdyourselftogether.

Everythingwillbefine.Justcalmdown."

Hesaidcomfortinghim.IgottoRandburgaftera

fewminutes.That'swheretheylive.Wegotoutand

NtlakaniphoandKelvinrushedin.

Wewalkedinandtheretheywerelayingdownon

thefloor.Aphiwewasrockingherself.Irushedto

herandshehuggedmetightly.

Eyodwawasalsocrying.Igetitwomanare

emotionalrollercoaster's.

Chumani:"Iwillcalltheparamedics."



Hetookouthisphoneandmadethecall.

Eyodwa:"Phiwe.GivemeyourphonesothatIcan

callyourfather."

ItookAphiwe'sphoneandgaveittoher.Shehas

alreadycalmeddownnow.

Eyodwa:"MorningMr.Tom."

:"..."

Her:"Sircanyoupleasecomebackhome

somethinghappenedatyourhouse."

:".."

Her:"I'mafraidsirIcan'ttellyouoverthephonebut



thisveryurgent."

:"..."

Her:"sirlookIdon'thavetimeforjokessorryfor

beingrudebutcanyoujustfuckencometoyour

housebeforeIcameanddragyoufromyourwork

place.AndtrustmeIhavethegutsto."

Welookedatherandchuckled.Ifitwasadifferent

occasionwewouldbelaughingourassesoutbut

weareinpainnow.

:".."

Her:"thankyousir."

Shedroppedthecall.Justthantheparamedics



camewiththepolice.Theparamedicstookthe

bodiesandplacedtheminsidebodybags.

Thepolicestareddoingtheirjobs.

Detective:"Ms.TomIwouldneedyoutotellme

whathappened."

Me:"justgiveherabreakmancan'tyouseesheis

heartbrokenandbusywenabuzitetsi."

-busyaskingpussy.

Chumani:"calmdownman.Letmehandle

everything."

Hesaidlookingatme.Ijustnodded.

Chumani:"asyoucanseesirshealsofoundthem



layingonthefloorwiththecerealnexttothem."

:"Whereisthecereallookslikethereissomethingin

it."

Detective:"whowouldaddsomethingtothecereal

thatiseatenbyeveryone.Doyousomehowhave

someonewhoyoudon'tgetalongwithhereMs.

Tom?Andwhoelseeatsthecereal."

Aphiwe:"Iknewcomingherewasabadidea.Mrs.

Tomistheonethathatesus.Wearetheoneswho

eatsthatcereal."

Shesaidwithastraightfacenotshowingany

emotions.

:"Whatdoyoumeanmywifehatesyou?What's

happeninghere."



Aphiwestoodup.

Her:"yousofuckenblindyoucan'tevenseewhat's

happeninginyourhouse.Youknewforafactthat

yourwifehatesusandyoustillhadthegutsto

bringushere.Youaresoblindedbyapussy.."

Him:"younggirlyouwon'ttalktomelikethat."

Her:"oohyesIwilldaddydearest.Yousoblindedby

apussythatendedupKillingyourfuckenchildren.

UminathiandOsikelelekileyoaredeadnowbecause

ofyou.Becauseyou.Youcouldn'tevenprotectus

fromher.Ihateyou!!"

Shesaidpointingathim.Ihaveseenitallbutwhat

I'mseeingrightnow.Shewasstilllookingathim

beforescreamingandpullingherhair.



Iquicklypulledherandgaveheratighthug.She

brokedownbeatingmewithhersmallfist'sonmy

chest.

Me:"ifyouwannahatesomeonehateme.Heisyour

father."

Herfatherwasjuststandingtherenotbelieving

whatishappening.Tearswerestreamingdownhis

face.

:"Yeahtherewasratpoisoningincereal.Itkillsyou

straight."

Aphiwebrokedownmore.

Aphiwe:"Ihatehim."



Shesaidhittingmelightly.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

SinethambaLanga(Diamond)

Themanjustleftmewiththevases.Itookthem

andplacedthemontopofthecoffeetable.

Iwalkedtothekitchenandtookabottleofwhiskey

Iwalkedbacktothelounge.Ijustcriedallover

againdrinkingfromthebottle.

IguessIslepttherecauseIwokeuponthefloor



with3bottlesofwhiskey.

Me:"IpromiseyouIwillavengeyourdeath.Silencer

won'tgetawaywiththis.Iwillkillallhiskidsand

makehimsufferslowdeathwithhiswifewatching.

I'MsorryIcouldn'tprotectyoubutthatdoesn't

meanIwon'tavengeyou.Iwon'tfailinKillinghim

notnownotever.I'msorryforfailingyouguys..."

Ibrokedownagain.Ican'tbelievethis.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

.

SiyamthandaPlaatjies

Wewerealljustsittingatthelounge.

Nizi:"let'svideocallthekids."

Weallagreed.Wevideocalledo'Chumaniand

connectedthelaptoptotheTVscreen.

Them:"Hey."

Theyweredownandtheywereallwearingblack.

Ntlakanipho'sandKelvin'seyeswerepuffred.

Nobuntu:"Kelvinuthenii."

-what'swrong.



Hejustshookhisheadandcried.

Lethabo:"Chumanibatheni?"

-what'swrongwiththem?

Chumani:"theirgirlfriendsdied."

Weallgasped.

Nizi:"o'Aphiwe?"

Eyodwa:"yeahbutnotAphiwe."

Mike:"cause?"

Chumani:"poisoning."



Us:"yooh."

TT:"sohowaretheycopying."

Eyodwa:"notgoodatallbuttheywillbefinetheyare

strongboys."

WeChuckled.Weallknowtheyhatebeingcalled

boys.

KelvinandNtlakanipho:"whoisaboy?Akaduru

mgidiEyodwa."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"seeItoldyou."



Ntsika:"youfullofjoke's."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"heeniphiethukutatabanthu."

-wherewereyouwhenshewasswearing

someone'sfather.

Theylaughed

Lungelo:"kwawathinilomthana."

-whatdidthischildsay.

Wealllaughed.

Chumani:"shewaslikesirlookIdon'thavetimefor

jokessorryforbeingrudebutcanyoujustfucken

cometoyourhousebeforeIcameanddragyou



fromyourworkplace.AndtrustmeIhavetheguts

to."

Weallburstoutlaughing.

Me:"mxm."

Mamber:"shereallyisnuts.Whodragssomeone

whojustlosttheirkidsfromwork."

Welaughed.

Snakes:"imagineSoso(hischild)draggingmefrom

workbecauseSihle(hischild)isdead."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Ntando:"youwillgetyourselfkilledyoushould



watchyourmouth."

Eyodwa:"hepissedmeoffbrohewassayingthat

I'mjokingandyouknowIdon'thavetimetowaste.

WhenIsayIwilldosomethingIwilldoit."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Chumani:"justgotamessagefromsomeonesaying

heiscomingforme.Siyadoyouhavenew

enemies."

Welaughed.

Me:"oohthatmustbediamond."

Him:"yeahthereisadiamondemojihere."



Liyema:"let'sjustsayyourfatheriscruel."

Welaughed.Theywerealllost.

Them:"whatdidhedo?"

Nizi:"solikehecalledoneofhiscontactsandsaid

theymustcapturediamondschildandwifeand

senddogashestodiamondandsaytheyareare

dead."

Them:"hedidwhat."

Usexceptme:"I'mtellingyou."

Weallburstoutlaughing.

Ntlakanipho:"asinlikedogashes?"



Tailor:"nqo."

Welaughedmore.

Eyodwa:"yousocruelRadebeSenior."

Iwinkedather.Wealllaughedmore.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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-

AWEEKPASSED.

CHUMANI.

Iworemysneakersandjoggeddownstairs.

SIYA:"Ready?"

ME::"Yeah"

SIYA:"Masivayekeh{Let'sgo}"

ME:"Sure"

WewereabouttogooutandNkanyezishoutedmy

name.

ME:"Yeah?"

NKANYEZI:"Iloveyou"

ME:"Iloveyoutoo"

Sheblewakisstomeandicatchedit.Thatcause



mydadtolaugh.

SIYA:"Ugqhibilefondini?{Areyoudone}"

Welaughed.

ME:"Byebyeprincess"

NKANYEZI:"Yhuhaydaddyunomonawena{You're

jealous}"

Welaughed.

SIYA:"Ndinomfaziozondiphuzamnabruh{Ihavea

wifethatwillkissme}"

NKANYEZI:"Sabandinezikisszenu{Yourkissesare

cold}"

"UthiniSiyanda{WhatareyousayingSiyanda}"

NKANYEZI:"YazkesanawenaNizibekukhe

kwathiwaivoiceyamneyakaChustaiyafana{They

oncesaidChustaandi'svoicessoundthesame}"

ME:"Yho!"

IquicklywentoutandSiyafollowedbehindme

laughing.WegotinthecarandSiyadrovetothe

warehouse.Wegotthereandtheguyswerethere



too.

CAGE:"AndthePlaatjiesfamilyhasfinallyarrive"

SNAKES:"Nizislayqueensbafethuyhu{Youguys

areslayqueens}"

Welaughed.

SIYA:"Let'sgettobusinessniyekethina{Andleave

us}"

WeallsatdownsothatwecanlistentoSiya.

SIYA:"OkaysoDiamond'shouseisbigyabo.There

isaparkinglotsowewillgothere.Wewillgetthere

andthenhijackallthosecars"

MIKE:"Whatifheseesus?"

SIYA:"Itdoesn'tmatter...Althought!Wewillwear

these"

Themaidsgotinwithboxes.Theyputthemdown

beforeleaving.UncleTTlookedatthemandtook

thethingsthereout.

TAILOR:"Uniforms?Silenceruserious?"

Siyalaughed.



SIYA:"Yeah"

MAMBA:"Whatarewegoingtodowithuniforms?"

SIYA:"So-"

Afterhetoldus...Weallburstintolaughter.

ME:"Iknowyou'rewayolderthanmebutareyou

crazy?"

SEKANI:"That'swhatiwasgoingtosaybra"

Siyalaughed.

SIYA:"Sothereisanotherpersonthatisgoingto

helpuswiththis"

Myfatherin-lawgotinandilaughed.Ismyfather

crazyorwhat?

TAILOR:"Ithinkweshouldtrusthim"

KELVIN:"Sowhatarewegoingtogainbyhaveacar

heistatDiamond'shouse?"

"Money"

Theyallgotinwearinguniforms.

ME:"Whatthefuckbazalwane?"



Sekaniburstintolaughter.

SEKANI:"Okayjonganhelookatmymom.She

lookslikeacheerleader"

AYOLA:"Sekanindikubethekehmna{Iwillbeatyou

up}"

SEKANI:"Kodwamamayho.Wozashaku-shaku"

Ayolasulkedandwealllaughed.Eyodwacameto

sitonmylap.

TT:"Likeiamserious...Whydowehavetogoto

Diamond'shouse?Thereisamallmorc"

SIYA:"No.IwantDiamondtoknowthatimean

business"

MAMBA:"Arewekillinghimtoday?"

SIYA:"No.Idon'tkillpeople"

Tailorlaughed.

TAILOR:"Sincewhen?"

SIYA:"Sincenow...Ihavebecomea"softy"now.I

justtaketheperson'smoneyandleavehimto

suffer"



SNAKES:"IamlikingthenewSilencer.Ineverliked

killinganyways"

TAILOR:"Andsincewhenisthat?"

ZIMI:"HayhayTailorsufakainyokakumnyeni

wam{Don'tbeabadinfluenceonmyhusband}"

NIZI:"Eyinyokakakade{Butheisasnake}"

Welaughed.

LUNGELO:"Anywayswhenarewegoingtothisgig?"

SIYA:"Later"

ME:"Sowhatarewedoinghere?"

MAMBA:"Wewilljustchillswine"

ME:"Yhouncle"

Helaughedbeforepattingmyshoulder.Ilookedat

Eyodwaandindicatedherthatweshouldgo

outside.Shetookmyhandandwewentout

withoutthemnoticingbecausetheywerebusy

talking.

-



-

SINETHEMBA.

-

-

NDONIYODWA:"Daddy"

ME:"YesPrincess?"

NDONIYODWA:"Canihavesomecashplease?"

ME:"Why?"

NDONIYODWA:"Momandiaregoingforshopping"

ME:"Butyou'regoingoutwithyourmomnjer"

NDONIYODWA:"Youknowhowmomis.Shewon't

letmehaveeverythingthatiwant"

Ilaughed.

ME:"Okaykehprincess"

ItookoutmywalletandgaveherR1000.

ME:"Thereyougo"

NDONIYODWA:"Thankyousomuchdaddy"



ME:"Okaymybaby"

Shekissedmycheekbeforeleavingmyroom.

Yamnkelacameoutfromtheensuitwrappinga

towelaroundherbody.

ME:"Youdidn'ttellmethatyouweregoingout"

YAMNKELA:"Who....Ndoniyodwayhu"

Ilaughed.

YAMNKELA:"Anywaysidon'twanttosithereat

yourpartysoisaidtoNdonithatweshouldgofora

massage"

ME:"Okaykeh.Whenareyoucomingback?"

YAMNKELA:"Maybetomorrow...Ifnotlater"

ME:"Okay.I'mgoingdownstairs"

YAMNKELA:"Okay"

Ikissedherbeforeleaving.

-

-

EYODWA



-

-

SoRhadebeandiweresittingatthecar.

CHUMANI:"Iloveyou"

Igiggled.

ME:"Okay.Njeroutoftheblue?"

Helaughed.

CHUMANI:"Isitasinformetotellmybeautiful

girlfriendthatiloveher?"

Igiggled.

ME:"Okaykeh.Iloveyoutoomybaby"

CHUMANI:"Kissme"

Ileanedonandkissedhim.Wekissedfor

sometimeuntiloSekanicame.

SEKANI:"Jason,Senzo,nenzan{Whatareyou

doing?}"

ME:"HayhaybinguJason{ItwasJason}"

Wealllaughed.



KELVIN:"Yangathiunguye{Itslikeyou'rehim}"

ME:"Haikehaike"

Theylaughed.Ntlakaniphocamewithfood.

NTLAKANIPHO:"Ongazanganakoakatyi{Ifyou

didn'tbringfoodyou'renoteating}"

ME:"Namlo?{Metoo?}"

NTLAKANIPHO:"Abusebenziubuinnocentbakho

namhlanjeNdoni{Yourinnocencewon'twork

today}"

Wealllaughedbeforehegaveusfood.Weateand

wefinished.Sekanihithisstomach.Iopenedthe

door.

ME:"Yhoyhoyhoyhoyho"

TheyallcameoutbecausetheyknowSekaniwill

fart.Sekanicameoutofthecarlaughing.

SEKANI:"Nadikatazyeses{Y'allareannoying}"

Welaughed.

ME:"Bruhcan'tyouatleastskipadaywithout

farting?"



SEKANI:"Hayfondini.Ifyoudon'tfartyouwillhave

stomachcramps"

Welaughedoutloud.

CHUMANI:"Harhawhymfethu?"

Hewasstilllaughingandheevensatontheground

andlaughed.Weweren'tlaughingatSekaninow

wewerelaughingatChumani'slaughter.Itisso

annoying.

ME:"Chumanihayfondini"

KELVIN:"Ha.ahbruh...Yho"

Helaughedevenmorehecouldn'teventalk.

SEKANI:"Iyho!Thixowasegeorgetorgo"

Welaughed.Wewerecalledinsidebecausewe

weregoingnow.Theyallwenttoweartheir

uniformsandiswear...Theylookedyounger!

NIZI:"Yihunkkehowamumnyenisana

ndimthembile{Myhusnandisahunkitrusthim}"

Welaughed.

TT:"NdicelaibhantilamlakaGuccibruh{Canihave



myGuccibelt}"

LETHABO:"Yhuuyaphaphakeh{You'resoforward}"

Welaughed.Siyatoldustheplanonemoretime

andwetookourgunsbeforegoing.Wedroveto

Diamond'shouseandwewaitedforSiyatogiveus

thesignal.Hefinallygaveusandthegirlsandi

wentout.Wepretendedlikewewereschoolgirls.

NIZI:"GivemeaB!"

US:"B!"

NIZI:"GimmeaI"

US:"I"

NIZI:"GimmeaT"

US:"T!"

NIZI:"GimmeaC!"

US:"C"

NIZI:"GimmeaH"

US:"H!"

NIZI:"Andthatspells?"



US:"Bitch!!"

Welaughed.

LETHABO:"Whatareweevendoing?"

Welaughed.Thesecuritieslookatuslikewewere

mad.Theguyscameoutandwealltookoutour

guns.Theypointeduswiththeirgunstoo.Isee

thattheyweretoldtoshootanyonewhocauses

troublebecausetheystartedshooting.Weall

duckedandChumanicametome.Hetookmeto

thesideandstoodbehindme.

CHUMANI:"Aimbabynhe?"

ME:"Okaybaby"

Iaimedandshotoneofthesecurities.

ME:"Dididoit?"

CHUMANI:"I'mimpressed.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Iturnedandpeckedhislips.Thestacksshotthe

othersandwewentin.Wetookthecarsandwent

out.OurcarsfollowedsinceSiyahiredsomeguys.



Wedidagoodjob.Inoticedthatiwasbeing

followedsinceiwasthelastone.Itookoutmy

phoneandcalledChumani.

CHUMANI:"Baby?"

ME:"I'mbeingfollowed"

CHUMANI:"ItistheguythatSiyahired.Heworks

foruDiamondsoDiamondaskedhimtofollowyou.

Don'tworryhewon'tkillyou.Just...Speedthecar

sothatitwon'tlooksuspicious"

ME:"Okay"

CHUMANI:"Ndiyakthanda{Iloveyou}"

ME:"Ndiyakthandanam{Iloveyoutoo}"

Idroppedthecallanddidasiwastold.

-

-

SINETHEMBA

-

-



Iwenttotheroomthatoneofmysecuritieswasin.

Hewastheonlywhosurvive.

ME:"Iwantyoutotellmenow!Whodidthis?"

HIM:"Idon'tknowsir"

ME:"Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?Youdo

knowsotellmedamnit!"

HIM:"Itwasschoolkids"

ME:"What?"

HIM:"Yessir"

Ilookedathim.

-

Unedited.
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NTLAKANIPHO

Nandazimocbandingubani.Ilivewithmymother

andfather.I'mtheonlychild.

Imusttellyouallthatkumnandi.NokoIget

everythingIwant.

AsyouallknowIlostmygirlfriendleavingmeheart

broken.Osiusedtomakemehappyapartfrommy

bro'sandmyfamily.

Shewasmyeverything.Idon'tthinkIwillbeableto

lovesomeonelikeIlovedher.IthinkI'mgoingback

tobeingafuckandpassboy.

Nostringsattachedtypeofguy.Sheleftmebroke.I

lovedhersomuch.Iwasdrowningmyselfinto

alcoholtillmymomspokesomesenseintome.



I'mhealingbitbybitbutshewillalwaysbeinmy

heart.I'mevenafraidtolovesomeoneagain.What

ifIlosethatpersonintheprocess.

I'mgoodwithdating.

Siya:"thebuyerisonhisway."

Us:"moremoneynostress."

Nizi:"Sanuxokoithimoremoneymorestress."

-don'tlie.

Welaughed

Chumani:"kanimeningaleyoguesswhatdayitis

tomorrow."

-whatwiththat...



Us:"15kaDecemberpayday."

Chumani:"mxmbabykabaxelele."

-tellthem

Lungelo:"haiklkkwedinindiselapha."

-i'mstillhere.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"Eyodwawhatdayisittomorrow."

Eyodwa:"mhh."

ShewasbusydrawingsomethingonNizi'stummy.

Welaughed.



Nizi:"shewon'tansweryouanytimesoon."

Welaughed.

Siya:"bendithekunindifunumzukhulwana."

-isaidIwantagrandchild.

Wealllookedathimbeforelaughing.

Lungelo:"dowryfirst."

Eyodwa:"haibodaddyyoursellingmenow."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"bendikubuzileke."



-iaskedyouaquestion.

Eyodwasmiled.

Zimi:"Saylonlomthana."

-thischildismad.

Welaughed.

-

-

-

SINETHAMBA

~Flashbacks~

SomeoneknockedatthedoorasIwashavinga

littleceremonyformywifeandchildwiththe

guards.



Oneoftheguardswenttoopenup.

:"Bosstheissomeonelookingforyou."

Iwipedmytearsandwenttothedoortherewasa

hugeboxandaletteronit.

Me:"thiswasmesayinghi.Nexttimetheywilldie

forreal.Stayawayfrommeandmyfamilyand

yourswillgounharmed.LeavethisgameDiamond

yourtimeisup.LettheKingsofthegamerule.You

willdiestillwantingrevenge.Ihopeitwasnice

cryingoverdogsasheslikeyou.YoursTrulyFirst

kaSatana."

Icursed.Iwillnevergiveup.Iwilldiekillingyou

Silencer.Howdareyouplaymelikethis.Ithought

tomyself.Iopenedthebox.Yamkelaand

Ndoniyodwawasstandingthere.



Theymouthswerecoveredwithsellotapesand

theirhandsweretiedupalongwiththeirfeet.

Me:"baby."

Itakingofthesellotapes.Iuntiedthem.Theygave

metighthugs.

Ndoni:"wehavetoproceedwithourplans."

MeandYamkela:"notnowlet'swaitabit."

Her:"tillwhen?"

Me:"nextyearDecemberbaby.Theywon'tseeus

coming.Ihopeyourready."

Her:"I'mmorethanready.Evenifwedoingit



tommorow."

~Endofflashbacks~

:"Babewhathappenedtoourcars?"

Me:"theguardssaidschoolkidstookthem."

Ilookedupandmyfamilywasstandingthere.

Ndoni:"whatdoyoumeanschoolkidstookour

cars?"

Me:"that'swhatI'mtrynafindout."

Yamkela:"checktheCCTVfootage."



Me:"Ialmostforgotaboutthat."

Itookoutmylaptop.Theybothcametostandnext

tome.Wecheckedthecameras.

Me:"dammitSilencer."

Ndoni:"whydoesshelooklikeme."

Me:"that'syoursisterthat'swhyweareusingyou

forthejob."

Her:"Imposter?"

Wenoddedandshesmiled.

Her:"let'sdoit."



Yamkela:"nextyear.Let'swaitabit.Westillhaveto

seehowthatsisterofyoursactslike.Howsheis.

Andallwecan'taffordtomakeanymistakes."

Shenodded.

Me:"wewillplaneverythingelsewhenwethetime

comes."

Her:"thiswillbethebest.meanImposter.Theywill

neverseemecoming."

-

-

-

-

Notedited
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Aphiwe

AweekhadpastandI'mfarfrombeingfine.Ican't

cope.Sekaniistryinghisbesttomakemefine

againbutIjustcan't.

ILostmypillarsofstrength.It'slikeitwas

yesterdaywhenILostthem.Ican'tcope.Myfather

triestotalktomebutIjustcan'tstandhisface.

WouldyoubelieveitifItoldyouthathiswifestill

livesherelikenothinghappened.That'swhat

upsetsmethemost.



Ijustwishshecouldgetshotatthemallandher

headcouldbehangattheboardsofGautengor

betteryettheboardsofSouthAfrica.

Ihopeshewillsufferslowdeathasformysocalled

fatherIhopehecansufferinthehandsofthat

womanandregretthedayhechosetobedeafto

mycry's.

IwouldlikeOsiandUmitohauntthembutIcan't

havetheirlittlesoulsnotrestinpeace.

Iwasdisturbedfrommythoughtsbythemgetting

inmyroom.

Me:"yinton'ngoku."

-whatnow?



Isaidwipingmyface.

Mrs.Tom:"searchher.I'msuremymoneyisbyher."

Me:"oohpleasendizoythiniMaliyakhoumna."

-whatwillIdowithyourmoney.

Her:"Andithiyouhatemeyouwouldevenstealfrom

me."

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforthis."

Phumlani:"thisisridiculous."

Her:"Iwantmymoney.Wesearcheverypartofthe

housebutnotherroom."



Mr.Tom:"Princesscanwepleasesearch.Idon't

evenknowwhyyouleftmoneylayingaround."

Me:"youenteredwithoutpermissionsogoahead."

Theystartedsearching.

Mrs.Tom:"seeItoldyou.Thisslutstolemymoney."

Me:"whywouldItakeyourmoney?"

Her:"Iwantthisbitchoutofmyhouse."

MrTom:"thatwon'tbenecessary.Wecantalkabout

this."

Her:"eversincetheycameherethingschanged.

WhatifshetakesmorenexttimeIwantherout."



Mr.Tomlookedatmewithsomuchpity.

Me:"Iwillmakeyourlife'seasier.AndDon'tcome

backforme.IcursethedayIevermetyou.Youwill

seelifewillturnouttotheworstforyoualland

thosewhoneverstoodupformeknowingthatI'm

innocent.AndIwillbesittinguphighgivingyouall

deafears."

Phumlani:"TakethatbackAphiwe."

IjusttookmylargesuitcaseIthrowallmyclothes

intheretookmytoiletriesandmyphonebefore

walkingoutwiththempullingmysuitcase.

Ijusttookitandwentoutofthehouse.Ichecked

myphoneanditwasflatfuckhowamIgoingtocall

Sekani.IguessIwillhavetowalk.



Ikeptonwalkingwheretheroadleadsme.Idon't

knowwhereIwillsleepbutIwillseewheretheroad

takesme.

Igottotownandsatontopofmysuitcaseinfront

ofKFC.Itriedswitchingonmyphonewithnoluck.

Itwasgettinglate.

WherewillIgo?WorsepartisthatI'mscaredand

thugsareouttoplaynow.JustthenaBMW

stoppedinfrontofme.I'mnotgoodwithcarssoI

don'tknowwhichoneitis.

4guysgotoutandstratched.

Guy1:"whatareyoudoinghereatthisTimeofthe

night."



Ijustshrugged.

Guy2:"Kanimenimajitalambileumnayaqondba

sisukeKapasisayanasePretoria."

-whatmanI'mhungrydoyouknowthatwecome

fromcapeTownwearestillgoingtoPretoria.

Guy1:"haimjitacingelalomthanabrawhatifbingu

sisterwakholobuzoncanyawenaashiweso?"

-nomanthinkaboutthischildwhatisshewasyour

sisterwouldyouhavelikedisshewasleftlikethis.

Guy3:"mbuze."

-askhim.

Theyalllookedathim.

Guy2:"mxm."



HewalkedinKFC.

Guy4:"whyareyouhere."

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"mybrothersmotherkilledmysisters.."

IdidbreathingexercisessinceIwascrying.

Me:"sinceshewantedtogetridofusbuttodayshe

plantedmoneyinmyroomandsaidIstoleit.My

fatherdidn'tevendefendme.Theychasedmeout.I

guessapussyalwayswinsoveraman'sheart."

TheyChuckled.Iwipedmytears.Guy2gavemea

tissue.



Me:"thankyou."

HewasholdingapaperbagfromKFC.

Guy2:"Ithoughtyouhavealreadytookherinthe

car."

Me:"whatdoyoumeanareyoustealingme.When

willlifeevergivemeabreaknowIwillbea

prostituteinRussia.IwasluckyatfirstbutIguess

notnow."

Iwassofuckenscaredtheyjustlaughed.

Guy4:"Iloveheralready."

Guy1:"dawgweareyourbrothersfromnowonwe



don'tdohumantrafficking."

Guy2:"lookmeintheeyeandtellmeifIdohuman

traffickingornot."

Me:"looksaredeceiving."

Theychuckled.Guy3tookmysuitcaseandIfellon

mybutt.

Me:"ouch."

Them:"youleftuswithnochoice."

Guy1helpedmeup.Hepulledmetothecar.Isatat

thebackwithguy2and1.

Me:"whatareyoudoinginJohannesburgifyou're



goingtoPretoria."

Guy3:"yousofuckencurious.Youremindusabout

ourlittlesister."

Me:"yourbrothers?"

Them:"can'tusseethatwelookalike."

Ilookedatthemandindeedtheylookalike.

Me:"yeahyoudo."

Guy1:"toansweryourquestionwecamehereto

dropimportantfiles."

Inodded.



Guy2:"name?"

Me:"Aphiwe."

Guy1:"Vusumzi."

Guy2:"Samkelo"

Guy3:"Akholiwe"

Guy4:"Oyama"

Inodded.Wecontinueddrivingandeating.Iwas

enjoyingmytimewithmynewbrothers.Ijusthope

Iwillbesafewiththem.IhavetotellSekanibefore

heturnsthecityupsidedown.

-



-

-

-

EMIHLEJANUARY

HeyyouallmynameisEmihleJanuary.Ilivewith

mymother,Grandma,aunt,twinbrotherandmy

littlecousin.

Mymother'snameis,GcobisaJanuary.Grandma,

Notozamile.Aunt,Mandisa.Twinbrother,Esihle.

Littlecousin,Lathitha.

WeliveinUitenhageinthetownships.

:"Emihlekayenzeitipha."

-Emihlemakemetea.

That'sdefinitelymygrandma.Worsepartisthat



Esihleisnearthekitchen.IpretendedlikeIdidn't

hearher.Ialsohadmyearphonesonsoyeah.

Her:"Emihle!!"

Ijumpedlookingather.

Mom:"bekholephonendizoythathanjebaunga

mamelinjekuphaezizintozikwenzaungavi."

-thantherearethesecellphonesthatIwilltake

becauseyoudon'tlistentheymakeyounotlisten.

Me:"nankuEsihlemos."

-hereisEsihle.

Momandgrandma:"yey."

Esihlegavemeadeadlystare.



Mom:"sundixelelangoEsihleukhonawena.Into

oyaziyokuhlalaaphakletvcofelephoneka

phakamebeforendikukabeEmihle."

-don'ttellmeaboutEsihlewhenyouhere.Whatyou

knowissittinghereandbeingbusywiththis

cellphoneinforntofthisTv.StandupbeforeIkick

you.

Esihlewaslaughingsilently.Blackparents,can'tI

havepeacewithoutbeingsentaround.Istoodup

andmadethetea.ItookittooGrandma.

Igotbusywithmyphoneagain.Isawapictureof

thisguyonaddfriendsIstalkedhim.Greatpictures

buthejustlosthisgirlfriendIdon'tstandachance.

Ikeptcheckinghispicturetillamessagefrom

Esihlecamethrough.



Him:"yekuncumawenayamazimamazofunu

bona."

-stopsmilingyouknowmomwillwanttosee.

Ilookedathimandheshookhishead.Ibitmy

lowerlipandcontinuedstalkinghim.Iwenttohis

aboutfuckheleavesinJohannesburg.

Andatyafa.

Them:"Emihle!!"

Igotfrightened.

Me:"hee."

Mom:"kasaphalephonenalebendizonithengela

zonaandisazthenganaanivaklkninanibusyzezi



phone.SaphalephoneEmihlesundiphambanisa."

-givemethisphone.Younolongergettingthe

phonesIwasgoingtobuyyou.Youcan'tevenhear

youbusywiththem.Givemethisphonedon'tmake

megocrazy

Ilookedatherwithpuppyeyes.

Her:"yeyandinyindithesaphalephone."

-i'mnotshittinggivemethisphone.

Lathi:"yoohGcobisayathanduthetha."

-youliketalking.

Wealllaughedworsehewasseriousthoseare5

yearoldsforyou.

.

.



.

.

.

Notedited
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EYODWA

InafewhoursbirthdaykaRhadebe.Ihopehewill

likewhatIplannedforus.



Wewereathishousenowsincethebuyercame

throughandgaveusourmoney.Everyonewashere

enjoyingtheirtime.

Itwasonlyfamilysoalsomyfamilywashere.

Siya:"siyabalakwedini."

-wearecountingboy.

Hesaidloudlyoverthemusic.Welaughed.

Chumaniliftedushisglass.Iwassittingonhislap.

Sekanikeptoncallingsomeonebutcouldn'tget

throughthatpersonsincehewasfrustrated.

Me:"Iwillbebackjustnow.Okay."

IwhisperedtoChumani.Heshrugged.



Me:"justwannacheckwhat'supwithSekani.He

doesn'tlookfine."

Henodded.Igavehimaquickpeckbeforepulling

Sekaniandwalkingawayfromeveryone.Wewere

havingabraaiandthevibewasonanotherlevel.

IwalkedwithSekanitothekitchen.Itookaspoon

fullofpotatoesalad.

Me:"what'supwithyoubro?Yourbodyisherebut

yourmindismilesaway."

Him:"Aphiweisn'tpickingupnoransweringmy

textsknowingforafactthatsheisn'tsafewhere

shelives."

Me:"doesshealwaysansweryourtexts."



Him:"yeahshealwaysanswermycallsandallits

unlikehertonottextbacknoranswermycalls

whichmakesmeworriedabouther."

Me:"calmdownman.Justenjoyyourselftodaywe

willcheckheruptomorrow.Iknowyouareworried

butIpromiseyounothingwillhappentoher.Okay?"

Henodded.

Me:"ncumaklkbestiesudeubembi."

-smilebestiedon'tbeugly.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"justmademefeelbetter."



Me:"that'swhatbestfriendsarefor."

Wedidourhandshakebeforegettingouthandin

hand.Atleastnowhisatfine.Idon'tlikeseeingmy

friendsunhappy.

Chumani:"Ialmostcalledkhumbule'khayanantsine

numberkaAndile."

Wealllaughed.Isatonhislap.

Me:"himawoahwhyarewecelebratinghisbirthday

likeit'sNewyear'sEve."

Mybrothers:"lenntobendizoybuza."

-that'swhatIwasabouttoask.

Welaughed.



TT:"nomarnbiyigettogetherlewhichhappenedto

bebeforehisbirthdaysoallinone."

Us:"buy1get1free."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"uyaxokaTTI'mspecialklkthat'swhywe

arecelebrating."

Welaughed.

Us:"nganya."

Siya:"cimalamculophasolala."

-switchofthatmusicsothatwecansleep.



Welaughed.

Me:"nishieyeyonkenyamakum."

-leaveallthemeatforme.

Weburstedoutlaughing.

Cage:"themeatI'msupposetobeenjoyingis

enjoyedbythefloornow."

Welaughedmore.

Nandi:"kwakuthenimntanamzawulamba?"

-whathappenedmychildwereyouhungry.

Snakes:"funeralme."



Welaughedmore.

Kelvin:"doyouseethosestreetkids?Ngeloxetsha

ntlokoyomnyeyayidlikidla."

-thattimesheisplayingwithsomeone'shead.

Mamba:"yekaleyouthiningaleaclaimRhadebe

bengadyoli."

-leavethatonewhataboutwhensheclaimed

Rhadebebuttheywerenotdating.

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"I'mnottalkingaboutthepunchswe

gotalongsidewiththepolice."

Hesaidholdinghisnose.Welaughed.



Lethabo:"yekeMedicalbill."

Ilookedatherbeforelaughingmore.

Tailor:"waphelelaphilozayemithi?"

-whathappenedtotheonethatwaspregnant.

Chumani:"akasayiesgela."

-shedoesn'tgotoschool.

Siya:"yathikantibanitaimalengcosi?"

-whowasthefatherofthechild.

Mybro's:"exkaEyodwa."

Them:"hee?"



Theywereallshocked.Welaughedatthem.

ThandoandMike:"solovesquarele."

Wealllaughed.

Siya:"soyourdatingumtuweexyakhonaweyour

datingumtuweexyakho."

-yourdatingyourperson'sexyouto.

Us:"huh?"

Him:"nandivamarn."

-youcanhearme.

Wealllaughed.



Me:"intoezinjalo."

-somethinglikethat.

Nandi:"heeLungeloungandiBambi."

-don'tholdme.

Welaughedather.

Lungelo:"andizokubamba."

-iwon'tholdyou.

Me:"haiboDaddy."

Them:"bekholohaibodaddy."

Welaughed.



-

-

-

-

-

UVUYO

Meandmycousinwerechillingatthejacuzzitub.

Whiletheadultsincludingo'Bhuttiwereoutside.We

werehavingourownfun.

Sihle(snakeschild)cameinholdingabottleof

RussianBear.Wescreamed.MeandNkanyeziare

theoldest.Theyareallingrade7and6butyouwill

thinkweareinthesamegrade.

Soit'smeandNkanyeziNiziandSiya'schildren.

LuminathiandLunathiAuntAyabongaand

Mamba'schildren.



SihleandSososnakesandZimi'schildren.

LihleAyolaandCage'schild

AndKhanyisiweThandoandTailor'schild.

AuntLethaboandTTdon'thaveachildinourage

groupsodoesauntNobuntuandMike.

Me:"fumenephintwana."

-wheredidyougetit?

Sihle:"mfondiniinditheqinosisEyodwaphayana

andshegaveittome."

-ibumpedintosisEyodwathereand...

Nkanyezi:"ndamthandasisterinlawwam."

-ilovemysisterinlaw



Welaughed.

Me:"aaabancinciabazoselanizojump.isanina."

-nothesmalloneswon'tdrinkitwillbeobviousthat

wedrunk.

Nkanyezi:"aasimplelenntoojump.isileyousele

yedwaasiyazilontothina."

-nothisissimpletheonethatwillmakeitobvious

thatshe/hedrankwedon'tknowanything.

Weallagreed.

Sihle:"yoohaaguysSonwabise(Soso)zojump.isa."

-Sosowillmakeitobvious.

Soso:"yathandaundiqalake."

-youlikestartingme.



These2likefighting.WealllookedatSosocause

weknowshealwaysmakesitobvious.

Lumi:"ndizomgadaguys."

-iwillguardherguys.

Us:"okayke."

Westarteddrinkingdashingitwithapplejuice.We

werehavingagoodtime.

Khanyi:"aaguysutheSleeptightndathiandinabo

wabuzaintonindathiotightbolalangokuundiblue

tick.ilendithini."

-noguyshesaidsleeptightIsaidIdon'thavethem

heaskedwhatisaidtightstosleepwithnowhe

bluetickedmewhatshouldIdo.



Shewascryingwealllaughedather.Alcoholdoes

wonders.

-

-

-

-

-

-

EMIHLE

Igotatextfrommyboyfriendtellingmetocome

out.Itwasstill3pmsonostress.

Me:"mamasayothengiairtime."

-momIwanttogobuyairtime.

Shenodded.



Mandisa:"solenothengisterikaBroadway."

-alsobuythemilkcaseatBroadway.

WelookedathernoEsihleworstparteveryone

knowsushere.Youknowhowembarrassingthatis.

Mandisa:"izani."

-come.

Wedraggedourfoot.Webothwantedtocry.She

gaveusthemoneyandwetookthemilkcaseand

walkedout.

Esihle:"nguwemarnlo."

-thisisallyou.

Me:"whathindimfondiniingumakaziwakho."



-whyareyousayingit'smewhenit'syouraunt.

Him:"jongangokusahlekwa."

-lookeveryoneIslaughingnow.

Ilookedattheshopandhisfriendswherethere

laughing.

Me:"mbanonya."

Mzamo(myboyfriend):"bendizokuncedisaqa

usitukile."

-weweregoingtohelpyoubutyouswearedatus.

HisalsooneofEsihle'sfriends.

Me:"nyoko."



TheyalllaughedincludingEsihle.

Mzamo:"lokncama."

-yougivingup.

Welaughed.

Mzamo:"youaregreeningmekodwamylove."

-yandihlaza

Weburstoutlaughing.Esihlewalkedfastpulling

me.

Me:"haimfondini."

Him:"ndithinindikuyeke."



-whatmustIdomustIleaveit.

Me:"haimfondinisukawuleza."

-nomandon'tWalkfast.

Him:"mxm."

Heletgoofthecase.Ithitmytoe.

Me:"joumasepose."

Him:"oksalayonayenyokowakho."

-sheisAlsoyourmother

Ilookedathimfuming.

Him:"Yipokopokoyipokoninamatsimatsimoo."



Webothlaughed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

APHIWE

WegottoPretoriastreamingonXXXTENTACION

songs.Isleptmostofthetime.Iwassleepingon

topofSam'sshoulder.

Hisactuallythekindestofthemall.Wegotto

Pretoriaandtheyshowedmemyroom.Ijustdrift

offtolalaland.

Iwaswokenupbysomeonesplashingwateronmy



face.Ilookedupanditwasthesemotherfuckers.

Me:"whatthefuck."

Vusi:"kudalasikvusa."

-it'sbeenalongtimesincewehavebeenwaking

youup.

Akho:"wethoughtyouweredead."

Me:"ningavipulsenje."

-whydon'tyoufeelmypulse.

Oyama:"wetriedbutbesingayivaalthoughntliziyo

bibethayona."

Ilookedatthemwantingtocryingtheycan'tbe

serious.Weburstoutlaughing.



Sam:"haitchufanlangalideliphumengendlebe."

-youwantthesuntocomeoutbytheear.

Welaughed.Onethingaboutthemisthattheyare

crazy.

Me:"phumanisothatIcanbath."

Them:"butwemissyou."

Me:"Iwillbedowninafew."

Irolledmyeyes.

Them:"mxm."



Theysaidgettingoutilaughedatthem.Theyare

busysulkingbuttheyareover20thebrothersI

have.Imademybed.

AftermyhygieneprocessIwalkeddownstairsand

theywerehavinglunchsincethetimeis1pm.

Oyama:"Ialwayswishedtohaveherskinmjongeni."

-lookather.

Theyalllookedatme.

Sam:"nazocream?"

Me:"yeahbutI'Mrunningoutofthem."

Akho:"wewillgoshoppingtomorrowwearetired

now."



Inodded.Weategettingtoknoweachmore.So

Vusiisadoctor.Samisadentist.AkhoisaHR

Manager.AndOyamaisaTechEngineer.

Me:"soyourbirthdayisonWoman'smonth?"

Sam:"Yeah."

Me:"sonaweuyiMbokoto?"

-soyoualsoarock?

Wecrackedoutlaughing.

Sam:"mxmv'tsek."

-

-



-

-

-

Notedited
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Emihle

Todayisthe15thmeaningtommorowit'sthe16th.I

can'twait.NamndiyeSummerStrand.

IjusthopemomwillagreecausesheletsEsihlego.



Iwaswokenupbymymothertalkingtothephone.

ShealwaysputsherphoneonloudspeakersoIcan

hearthewholeconversation.

Mom:"Mpi(that'smyfather)."

Tata:"Gconinjani?"

-howareyou?

Mom:"sorytlinjanilangaaphoDurban?"

-wearefinehowisthesunthereinDurban?

Tata:"litshutshuyuuhIwasthinkingofgoingtothe

beachnoX(myuncle)"

-itshot...

Mom:"oohnobasizoyangomsothina."

-maybewewillgotommorow.



Yes.

Tata:"baphibona?"

-wherearethey?

Mom:"MihleLeleEsihleyamazingestratosayo

dlala."

-emihleissleepingandEsihleyouknowhimhe

likesthestreethewentouttoplay.

Tata:"oohokayke.IgotaFrenchisein

Johannesburgsosinceyouwerelivingwiththe

kidsforalltheirlife'sIwaswonderingifIcouldget

achancetolivewiththem."

Mom:"thatwouldbegreatcausesayazibaonce

bamkeforUniversityabazolazikhaya."



-weknowoncetheyleaveforUniversitytheywon't

knowhome.

Him:"yeahsoisitfineifItakethemwithmeto

Johannesburg."

Mom:"Iwillaskthem."

Him:"okaykesho."

Mom:"xap."

WhatthewearegoingtoJohannesburg.Owyam

yona?Myfriends?Ican'tstartanewlife.Ikicked

theblanketsandmademybed.

Iopenedthewindowandcurtains.Itookmy20rin

myschoolbag.I'mcravingforToppers.



IwalkedoutoftheroomandgreetedEveryone.I

walkedouttotheshopThinkingaboutthe

Johannesburgoffer.Maybeit'sagreatidea.Ineed

tostartanewslatinanewcity.

JustasIwaswalkingIsawMzamokissingmyBest

friend.UbaniItookastoneandthrewitatthem.

Ikilled2birdswithonestonecauseithitthebothof

them.Hisfriendswerelaughing.Esihlewaspissed

offthat'swhyheneverwantedmetodatehis

friends.

IgottotheshopfumingandElam(mybestfriend)

wascryingthisbitch.

Mzamo:"babeIcanexplain."



Me:"masambewenasopakitshasahambasiye

Jozi."

-let'sgoyou.Wehavetopackwearegoingto

Johannesburg.

Theyalllookedatmeandlaughed.

Esihle:"mxmsuxokabalekalengoku."

-don'tlieyouarerunningawayfromthisnow.

Me:"zenihlekenaxasihamba.Bhutt'wearegoingto

Johannesburgtatasandofonangokufumene

Frenchisephayana.SizohlaleSandton."

-laughwhenwearegoing...dadjustcalledhegota

frenchisethatside.WewillliveinSandton.

Mzamo:"babypleasedon'tleave."



Me:"kamewena.Nantsicherryyakhomoc."

-waityouhereisyourgirlfriend.

Him:"funawenaumna."

-iwantyou.

Me:"andibonilontoumna."

-idon'tseethat.

Esihle:"masambewenasizobuzumama."

-let'sgowewillaskmom.

Me:"okay."

Esihle:"shoshomajita.Malindizoyzisalate."

-iwillbringthemoneylateron.



Hesalutedhisfriends.Thanithitmethatmycrush

livesthere.Ahh.IjustwishIcouldbumpintohim.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

SEKANI

Itwas12pmmeaningit'sChumani'sbirthday.We

alllookedathimandsmiled.

Us:"Happybirthdaytoyouhappybirthdaytoyou

happybirthdaydearChustarhappybirthdaytoyou."

Wesandontopoflungs.Hewasjustsmiling.



Eyodwa:"Youdon'tknowwhatIhav'beentold."

Us:"youdon'tknowwhatIhav'beentold."

Eyodwa:"someonehereisgettingold."

Us:"someonehereisgettingold."

Eyodwa:"don'tyouworrydon'tyoufear."

Us:"don'tyouworrydon'tyoufear."

Eyodwa:"italonehappensonceayear."

Us:"itonlyhappensonceayear."

Her:"sayhey."



Us:"hey."

Her:"yowh."

Us:"yowh."

Her:"Happybirthday!!!"

Weclappedscreaming.

Eyodwa:"Nizicake."

Welaughed.Nizistoodupandcamebackwithit.

It'swasaATMbombingcausetherewasmoney

comingandtherewasacrownontopwithchains

andrings.Yonkelantoyeblingbling.



Therewasalsoacandlethatisnumber17.

Us:"vuthelaklk."

-blowthecandle

Heblewit.Weclapped.Nizicutthecakeforallof

us.

Nobuntu:"abanthwana."

-thekids.

Eyodwa:"I'msureyoudon'twannagoupthere."

Us:"why?"

Shelaughed.



Her:"listentomyadvicedon'tgoupthere."

Ntando:"mxmndobabiza."

-iwillcallthem.

Us:"haiNyan'."

Eyodwa:"goodluck."

NtandowentupwithNtsika.Wecontinueddrinking

andeating.Theycamebacklaughing.

Ntando:"zitipileezaway."

-theyaresleeping.

TT:"whatdoyoumeanzitipile."



Ntando:"ngxilileabanyebayakhalabottleey1ye

RussianBearneyeSkyVodkaziphantsi.5bottlesof

fruitjuices."

-theyaredrunkothersarecryingtheyhadabottle

ofRussianBearandSkyVodkaand...

Theywereallshocked.

Mike:"whogavethemalcohol."

Ntlakanipho:"kamnandisonkebesilapha."

-wewereallhere.

WeChuckledindisbelief.

Siya:"yekaniabanthwana."

-leavethekids.



Welookedathimandlaughed.Wecontinued

drinking.Lateroneveryonewenthomeexceptfor

us(meandmybro's).

WeallsleptinourroomsandofcourseEyodwa

sleptwithChumani.AgaininthemorningItried

callingAphiwebutcouldn'tgetthrough.

Iwalkedtotheelevatoraftermakingmybedand

washingmyfaceandmouth.Igotdownandonly

mybro'swerethere.

Iheavilysighedandsatonthesinglecouch.

Eyodwapausedthegame.TheywereplayingPS4

stillinpjama'slikeme.

Chumani:"what'sup?"

Me:"Aphiwe."



Them:"theni?"

-what'swrong?

Me:"sheisn'tpickingupmycallsandshenever

goesanhourwithouttalkingtome."

Kelvin:"haveyoutriedtrackingher?"

Ishookmyhead.HewenttotakeChumani'slaptop.

Wetrackedherdown.Ionceplacedatrackeronher

hairwithoutherknowledge.

Us:"Pretoria!!"

Theyalllookedatmeshocked.

Me:"whatisshedoingthere?"



Chumani:"let'sfollowhersteps."

Wedid.

Me:"shewasatKFCbeforegoingtoPretoria."

Eyodwa:"hackthecamera'soutsideKFC."

Kevinnodded.Hedid.ItshowedusAphiwesitting

downontopofhersuitcaseshetriedcalling

someonebutherphonewasswitchedoff.

Acarpulledoverand4guysgotout.Itshowedus

thewholeeventofyesterday.

Me:"fuckletmecallheragain."

-



-

-

-

-

-

-

APHIWE

Akho:"Ihopeyouhaveyourpersonalinformation

here."

Me:"yesIdo."

Vusi:"wewillapplyyouinanewschoolwhen

schoolsreopen."

Inoddedsmiling.



Oyama:"orwouldyoupreferhomeschoolingwecan

alsoarrangethatforyou."

Me:"theonethatyouthinkissaferformewillbe

fineyourmybrothersoyouwillknowwhatsgood

forme."

Theysmiled.

Them:"yougotthatright."

Welaughed.ThanithitmethatIhaven'tcalled

Sekaniinalongtime.

Me:"Iwillbebackjustnow."

Sam:"whereyougoing?"



Me:"Ihavetocallmyfriendadaydoesn'tgobywith

usnotchattingandmenotbeingsafewhereIwas

mustbemakinghim..sheanxious."

Theynodded.Iranupstairs.

Them:"Princessnorunninginthehouse."

Iwalked.

Me:"sorry."

IgottomyroomAndswitchedonmyphonesinceit

wasoffinthecharger.Ihad100'sofmissedcalls

frommyfather,brotherandSekani.

Fuck.JustthanacallfromSekanicamethrough.I

answered.



Me:"Yonwaba."

Him:"fuckwhatareyoudoinginPretoria."

Me:"Iliveherenow."

Him:"whatdoyoumeanyouleavetheredidthe4

guysthattooksaidyoumustsayso.Babyyou

knowwhatIwillbethereinafew."

Me:"babycalmdownthosearemybrothers."

Him:"whatdoyoumeanbrothers?Aphiwewhat's

goingon?"

Itoldhimeverythingfromyesterday'seventtillnow.



Him:"whydidn'tyoucallme."

Me:"Ijusttoldyouthatmyphonewasflat."

Him:"butstillyoushouldhavewenttoourhouse.

Whatifthosedudesareserialkillers."

Me:"theyarenot."

Him:"neversaynever.Howcanyoueventrustso

easilybaby."

Ikeptquiet.

Him:"areyouevensureyouwanttolivethere."

Me:"yesIam."



Him:"areyousurethatyoursafe?"

Me:"yesIam."

Him:"givemetheirnamesIwannadoabackground

checkonthem.Idon'ttrustthesebrothersof

yours."

Me:"Samkelo,Vusumzi,OyamaandAkholiwe

Majola."

Him:"ifyouneedanythingcallmeokay?"

Me:"Iwill."

Him:"Iwillmakeaplantocomeandseeyou

tomorrow."



Me:"Iwillbelookingforwardinseeingyou."

Him:"Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Him:"besafe."

Hedisconnectedthecall.That'sarelief.

-

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI



Me:"soshewaschasedoutandmethernew

brothersontheway."

Sekaninodded.

Eyodwa:"lookslikethefuckersarecleantheyare

simpleman.TheywerelocatedatCapeTownbut

theyareleavingherenow."

Sekani:"noshadybusiness?"

Shenodded.

Kelvin:"weevencheckedinthedarkcloudandthere

isnothingshadyaboutthem.Theyaresimpleas

theycome."

Wenodded.



Eyodwa:"justhopeshewillbehappythere.She

deservesabreak."

Sekani:"shesoundedHappyoverthephone.That's

arelief"

AfterspendingtimewiththemmeandEyodwawent

toourcrib.Shesaidshehasasurpriseforme

beforewegotoaclublateron.

WegottherewhenIopenedthedoorIwas

welcomedbytheperfectaromaofmyfavoritemeal.

ItwaslikeIwasinarestaurant.Thelightswere

dimeandthecandleswereon.

Ilookedbackatherandshewassmiling.Iwentto

hugher.shegiggled.



Me:"youdidhaveto."

Her:"Iwantedto.youmybabyafterall.Doyoulike

it?'

Me:"Iloveitsthandwasam."

Wekissed.ShekissedmeallovermyfaceandI

wasgiggling.

Me:"stop."

Shelaughedandstopped.

Her:"comethereisalsoaround2."

ShesmirkedandIlookedatherbittingmylowerlip.



Me:"ndakuthannda."

-iloveyou.

Her:"ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

Wekissed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

Wewenttositdownandsaidgrace.Weate

chattingupastormlaughing.

Her:"goupstairsIgotyouafewgifts."

Ilookedatherwithmyeyebrowup.Shelaughed.

Her:"go!"



Istoodupandwenttoourroom.Noshedidn't.She

boughtmePS5,EnglishBlazerCologne,Rolex

watch,setofundies,bottleofHennessyinabox

with2glassesandaportraitofourpictures.

Ifeltwarmhandswipingthetearsinmyeyes.I

lookedbesidesmeandhuggedthelivingshitoutof

her.

Her:"broyoukillingme."

Ikissedheralloverherface.Shegiggled.

Her:"TheboxersIdon'tknowwhyIboughtthembut

youcancallthemyourluckyundiesplusIalways

takeyourssothisisanadditiontotheonesyou

haveleft.TheHennessyIjustboughtitforfun

Nothingmuchthereisnoinspirationforyona.

Cologneyoucanalsotakeitasagoodluckcologne.

PS5,seenhowmuchyouwantitbutididn'tknow



whichgamestobuysoyouwillbuythemyourself

plusandinamali.TheportraitIwantyoutohang

thisinyourroomandwhenyoulayyoureyesonitI

wantyoutothinkaboutallourgooddaysandhow

happywewere.AndlastlythewatchIknowyou

havelotsofRolexwatchsbutIwantyoutothink

aboutallthetimesthatwesharedtogetherwhen

youlookatthisone."

Shesaidwithtearsinhereyes.Iwipedthemaway

andkissedhereyes.

Me:"thismeansalottomethankyou.Ihavenever

receivedsuchmeanfullgiftseverinmylife.

NdakuthandaEyodwandoniLanga."

-iloveyouEyodwandoniLanga.

Her:"Ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.



Iheldherringandkissedit.

Me:"togethertillinfinity"

Her:"togetherforever."

Welookeddeepineachotherseyesbeforekissing.

.

.

Wefixedourselvesbeforegoingtotheclub.Vigro

Deepwasperforming.

Eyodwa:"yoooh.Iwonderwhoisperforming

tommorow."

Shesaidloudlydancing.



Us:"16kanene."

WeallwalkedintotheViPsection.Weenjoyedour

time.Bestbirthdayever.

.

.

Iwenthomewithmygiftsafterdroppingoff

Eyodwaatherplace.Wewillbegoingoutat3than

hitaclubcelebritiesareperformingtonight.

:"Andthan?"

Thatwasnizi.Ilookedatherandsmiled.Iwalked

totheloungeweretheyweresitting.Nkanyeziand

Uvuyoarebygranny.Ishouldvisither.

IshowedthemeverythingEyodwagotme.



Siya:"youhavelotsofRolexwatchs."

TheywereadmiringEverything.

Me:"IknowyouhavelotsofRolexwatchsbutIwant

youtothinkaboutallthetimesthatweshared

togetherwhenyoulookatthisone.Herwordsnot

mine.Andit'smyfavoritefromnowon."

Isaidsmilingfromeartoear.

Siya:"shereallydoesloveyou."

Nizi:"hurtherandyouwillhavemetodealwith."

Me:"Iwon'thurtherintentionally."

Them:"good."



-

-

-

-

-

EMIHLE

Wegottothehouse.Momwastakingoutsuitcases.

Thebigones.

Us:"andthan."

Her:"oohniyaeJozi.Tatenuutheiyaningomso

anisayanganextmonth."

-yougoingtoJohannesburg.Yourfathersaidyou

shouldgotommorownotnextmonth.

Us:"Jozi?"



Her:"klkguystatenuniyakuyengeholidaysqaso

celebanihambenayeniyeJozifumenemsebenzi

phayanaandniyakhulangoku.Nizomanenibuya

ngeholidays."

-guysyougotoyourfatheronholidayssoheasked

ifhecangowithyoutoJohannesburgsincehegot

ajobthere.Youwillcomehereonlyonholidays.

Wewenttohugher.Wepackedourbagsandall.

.

.

Thefollowingdaymomborrowedacarfrom

Grandpaandtookustotheairport.Wewillbe

leavingalonewewillbemeetingdadattheother

side.

Aftersayinggoodbyestomomwetookoffto

Johannesburg.Esihlekissedmyforehead.



Him:"tonewstarts."

Me:"tonewstarts."

Hegavemeapeckbeforetakingsomethingaway

frommyeye.

Him:"Iloveyoubro."

Me:"Iloveyoutoobro."

Ismiledbeforeplacingmyheadonhisshoulder.

WegottoJohannesburg.

Esihle:"thereisadriverwaitingforusoutside.Uthe

tatahehassomeerasetorunhewillcomeback

homelate.WecanAlsobuytakeawaysforlater

on."



Inodded.Wewalkedoutdraggingoursuitcases.

Thedriverapproachedus.Wegottothemalland

wenttoMacDonald.

Esihle:"justhopelifewillbegreathere."

Me:"meandyouarehopingforsamedude."

Him:"let'snotletthischangeusokay."

Me:"truce."

Him:"truce."

Wedidapinkypromise.



Him:"andthisyearnomoredatingmyfriends."

Welaughed.

Him:"ndiseriousbawo."

-i'mserious.

Inodded.

Me:"fine."

Irolledmyeyes.

Him:"suroll.aamehloklkbawo."

-don'trollyoureyes.

Ilookedathimthanwelaughed.Thewaitercame



withourfoodasIwasbittingmyburgermyeyes

landedonmycrush.

Hewascomingthroughthedoorwithhisfriends.

Theywerelaughingoutloud.Myburgerfall.

Esihle:"utheniiphambene?"

-whatareyoumad?

Iignoredhim.Iwasjustdaydreamingaboutmy

crush.Iwaswatchinghiseverymove.Esihle

followedmyeyesandlaughedoutloudcausing

everyonetolookatus.

Me:"hecanbecrazysometimesthebrotherswe

have."

Everyonechuckled.Mycrushandhisfriendswere

notevenpayingattentiontome.Mydreamjust



camethrough.Itwasindeedagoodideatocome

here.

Esihle:"youcrushingononeofthoseguys."

Me:"yeahtheonewiththedurag"

Esihle:"redorblack?"

Me:"red."

Heshookhishead.

Me:"rememberthedayIwasallsmileysmiley?"

Him:"yeah."



Me:"Iwasstalkinghim."

Helaughed.

Him:"it'snotlikeyouwillgethim."

Me:"yeahplushisgirlfriendjustrecentlydied."

Him:"myhersoulrestinpeace."

Me:"butthatwon'tstopmefromshootingmyshot."

Him:"washangazpoxisikeqa."

Me:"haiwethukazepen."

-givemeapen.



Him:"nayo."

-idon'thaveone.

Me:"okayIwillaskthewaiterwhenweareaboutto

go."

Him:"youcrazy."

Me:"Iknow."

Welaughed.

-

-

-

-

-

-



-

NTLAKANIPHO

WedecidedtogoMacDonald.

Eyodwa:"guysI'mtellingyou."

Kelvin:"whywouldwebelieveyou?"

Welaughed.Thewaitercamewithourfood.

Sekani:"whywouldyouwalkaroundnaked."

Eyodwa:"theywerechasingmearoundwithabelt

theywantedtohitmewithit."

Us:"mxm."



Chumani:"alwayswaxokawenababy."

Welaughed.Justthanawaitressgavemeatissue.

Iopenedit.

Me:"lookleft.(Ilookedleft)backwards(Idid)alittle

more.(Idid)"

Ilookedup.Anothergirllookedatmeandwinked

beforestandingupwithherbrother.Theywalked

outlaughingwithherbrother.

Me:"whatjusthappened?"

Ichuckledandtheylaughed.

-

-

-



-

-

-
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CHUMANI

Me:"uthininalamthanajongenxele?"

-whatdidshesaylookattheleft.

Wealllaughed.



Ntlakanipho:"didshejustwinkatme."

Eyodwa:"I'munabletocanmtakabawo."

Sekani:"nazenzazintonningamantombazana."

-youdothingsasgirls.

Welaughedjustthananotificationcamethrough

Ntlakanipho'sphone.

Ntlakanipho:"whoisEmihle?"

Kelvin:"jumpcasengualittlemore."

Welaughed.Helookedathiscellphone.



Ntlakanipho:"itreallyisher.Guysthisgirlisnuts."

Us:"ngawemjita."

-aboutyou.

Chumani:"Imagineplitwalimedi."

Eyodwa:"Ican'twaitforwhatscomingnext."

Ntlakanipho:"kuzokwenzekanton'sothatIcanbe

prepared.Idon'tunderstandmentalityyamantombi

yazi."

-whatwillhappen...

UsexceptEyodwa:"haiNyan."

Eyodwa:"ndithuleumna."



-i'mquiet.

Welaughed.

.

.

AfteragreatnightwehadataclubmeandEyodwa

wenttoourcrib.

Me:"babywhatwillhappen.Idon'tknowhowyour

mindsworklike."

Her:"pholababyzobonabutintoezoyenziwangu

EmihleinkuluandI'mbefriendingher."

-calmdownbabyyouwillseebutwhatEmihlewill

doisbig...

Ilookedatherandchuckled.



Me:"yougirlsaredangerous.Sonaweyouwoulddo

whatshedid."

Her:"haiandinasbindisalontoumna."

-noIdon'thavethegutsto.

Me:"ifitwasme?"

Her:"Imademyintentionscleartoyoubandakfuna.

FrompretendinglikeIdon'thavesocksbutIhave

them."

Me:"slyfox."

Her:"Ijustwantedtobeinyourarmsthatnight.And

mepretendinglikeidon'tunderstandequationsbut

Ido."



Me:"lomthana."

-thischild.

Shewinked.

Me:"haykealittlemore."

Welaughed.

Her:"Iloveherbraveness."

Me:"sayssomeonewhopunchedapolicemanno

menImean."

Her:"mxmv'tsek."

Welaughedmore.



Me:"whatwillshedomarn."

Shegavemeapeck.

Her:"curiositykilledacat.Ihaveafeelingthatthis

willbeinthehistorybooksofumjolo."

Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.

Me:"Ithoughtwewereinthistogether."

Her:"don'teventrytoguiltytripme.It'snotworking

thistimeIjustwantyoutofindoutthatdayifthe

daywillevercome.Idon'twanttospoilthefun."

Me:"mxm."



Her:"youknowthatIloveyouright."

Me:"notknow."

Her:"whoisthebabybetweenyouandI?"

Me:"me.Yousawthesunbeforeme."

Welaughed.

Her:"woahIneedtorecordthis.Youadmittingthat

I'molderthanyou?"

Me:"tshayiwev'tsek."

Her:"ndakcelamylove."

-please..



Me:"Talkfirst."

Her:"yoohaababyngomso."

-notommorowbaby.

Welaughed.

Me:"mxm."

.

.

AfteralovelydaywithEyodwaIwenthome.Itwas

dinnertime.Thetwinsarenotbackyet.

Me:"niphiomnyewink.elaNtlakaniphonamhlanje

akamncincilomthana."

-wherewereyouwhenanothergirlwinkedat

Ntlakanipho.



Siya:"banilowo?"

-whoisthat?

Me:"Emihle.Sheisstillnewintownbayabonaka."

-youcanseethem.

Nizi:"kamengaleyowenzanton'?"

-waitwiththatwhatdidshedo?

Me:"solikesingenakaMacDonaldyabo.Eyodwa

esixokiselaasalways."

-wegotinatMacDonald.WithEyodwalyingtous

asalways.

Weburstoutlaughing.



Me:"siorderkufikemocukutyanextthingkufikha

waitressnikeNtlakaniphotissue.Phakubhaliwe

lookleft,backwardsalittlemore.Nathisijonge

yabethilisolantombazanaqibakwayoyaphumi

hlekanobrotherwakhe."

-weorderedandourfoodcamenextthinga

waitresscomesandgaveNtlakaniphoatissueit

waswrittenlookleft,backwards,alittlemorethan

shewinkedandgotoutlaughingwithherbrother.

Them:"mxmyaxoka."

-youlying.

Welaughed.

Me:"heebetheEyodwainkhuluintoazayenza

lamthanasosizobonangokozenithikange

nditsho."

-eyodwasaidshewilldosomethingbigwewillsee

than.



Welaughed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWA

Me:"babyyaqala."

-it'sstarting.

Isenthimatext.WewerebothwatchingReal

HousewivesofJohannesburg.Iactuallyforcedhim

intothis.

Him:"yeahI'mwatching."



Him:"himakengokumylovekwenzekanton'kle

show? "

-waitwhatHappensinthisshow?

Me:"andiyazibabycauseGamaleshowalihambe

Laninaboforexampleyambonamakantlaapho."

-ialsodon'tknowthenameoftheshowdoesn't

blendwiththemforexampledoyouseeNtla'smom.

Him:"yeahthisLeJoywoman."

Me:"akasoyiHousewifekodwalapha."

-sheisnotahousewifebutsheishere

Him:"lompumiayisinguloukuGogowodumo ."

-ThisMpumiisn'tshetheonethatactsatGogo

wodumo?



Me:"yeahnguye. "

-yessheis

Him:"sodefinitionofbeingahousewifehereis

havingthemostmoneythatyouandyourpartner

workedforcausetheyaredefinitelynotspending

theirhusbandsMoneyneitheraretheymarried."

Me:"mzekeloKatrinaandimazifunanton'apha."

-forexampleIdon'tknowwhatKatrinaisdoinghere.

Him:"tchii."

It'sreallyfunchattingwithyourbabyaboutthese

stuff.Itmeansalot.Thelittlethingsmatterguys.I

appreciateeverythinghedoesforme.

-



-

-

-

-

-

SEKANI

IdroveallthewaytoPretoria.Shesentmeher

locationandIusedtheGPStogetthere.

Me:"BabyI'mhere.I'M3housesaway."

Her:"Iwillbethereinafew."

Shedisconnectedthecall.Fewminuteslatershe

cameout.Imetherhalfwayandshehuggedthe

shitoutofme.

Me:"babeyourKillingme."



Her:"sorryjustthatImissedyousomuch."

Wegotinatthebackseatsofthecar.

Me:"Imissedyoutoo.Didyouhavetomove

though."

Her:"Idon'thaveafamilythatsideandImadeone

thisside."

Me:"butI'myourfamilybaby."

Shewavedherringfingerandwelaughed.

Me:"wewillsoonsuwara."



Her:"Ihopesotoo."

Wekissed.

Me:"sohowarewegoingtomeet."

Her:"wewillmeetonceaweek.Soforexampleyou

cametomethisweekmeaningIwillhavetogoto

younextweekandsleepover."

Me:"youhavethisallfiguredout."

Her:"Idon'twantusdyingbecauseofdistance.I

wantustogrowoldtogether."

Ismiledlookingather.

Me:"wewillbaby.Justbepatient.Yournextmove



willbewhenwegettingmarriedrightafterMatric."

Her:"woah."

Welaughed.

Me:"I'mseriousmylove.Youseeafuturewithme.I

alsoseeafuturewithyousowhynot."

Her:"obviouslywedo."

Welaughed.

Me:"IneverrealizedhowmuchImissyoutillnow."

Her:"Imissedyoutoo."



Me:"wearedefinitelyhaving10kidsyabo."

Her:"phambene"

-youmad.

Me:"I'mserious."

Her:"imaginepoppingbigheads10timestsi."

Welaughed.

Me:"bythe4thoneyouwon'tfeelanypain."

Her:"sayssomeonewhowillbetellingmetobreath

thewholetime."

Welaughed.



Me:"I'mtryingtoconvinceyouhere."

Her:"yeahright."

Sherolledhereyes.Igaveherthatlook.

Her:"xokokeIwillneverrollmyeyes."

Welaughed.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."

Shesaidwithsomuchenthusiasminhervoice.

-



-

-

-

-

-

{2MONTHSLATER-FEBRUARY}

EMIHLE

Esihle:"whatwillyoubedoingwithaspeaker."

Me:"I'mshootingmyshottomorrowatschool."

Welaughed.

Him:"butyoudon'tevengreettheniggaatschool."

Yesweareschoolingwithhim.Heisingrade11

andI'mingrade10.



Me:"thatstheplan.IfIapproachedhimonanearlier

stageiwasgoingtoberejectedsincehewasstill

healingfromhisGirlfriend.Nowallhehasever

wantedwasformetochaseafterhimandIdidthe

opposite.Hesurelycatchedfeelings.CauseI'm

alwaysaroundhimbutatthesametimeignoring

him."

Esihle:"yougotthisallfiguredout?"

Me:"yeah."

Him:"sowhat'stheplanwiththespeaker."

ItoldhimwhatIwilldo.

Him:"justdon'tgetrejectedmntasekhaya.Ihate

seeingyouhurt."



Me:"Iwon'tifitdoesn'twork.I'Mgoinguptohim

andgivehimakiss.Iwillneverbeaclownatthat

school.Sileezanto.Especiallyclassyakhe."

Wecrackedoutlaughing.

-

-

-

-

-

-

NTLAKANIPHO

Eyodwa:"let'sbehonestcatch.leklamntana."

Me:"yeah."



Chumani:"brauweak."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"lomthanayayaziilentoayenzayo.Where

eversheiscomingfromsheusedtodothis."

Kelvin:"wenzanton'?"

-whatisshedoing?

Eyodwa:"didshecontactyouaftersendingyoua

FriendRequest?"

Me:"aa."

-no.

Eyodwa:"nantsoke.Allshewantedwasyoutoknow

hernamesothatitcanbeallthatyouthinkabout.



Sheknowsthatyoulostyourgirlfriendwhichiswhy

shedidn'tapproachyoufromthegetgo."

Us:"hee."

Her:"mindsetyenuphambene.Whatnextdidyou

realizethatsheisdoing."

Us:"alwaysaroundme/him."

Her:"exactly.Andyoufallforitwhatdoyoualways

thinkofwhenyousleep?"

Me:"her."

Her:"herplanexactly.Nowwaitpatientlyforthebig

step.Imustsalutethisgirlshereallyissmart."



Sekani:"Howdoyouknowallofthis?"

Her:"Iknowhowgirlsthink.Ndazazieziway."

-iknowthesethings.

Me:"whatwillshedonextsothatIcanbeprepared."

Her:"Idon'twanttospoilthefun."

Chumani:"tellyourmanzzatleast."

Us:"ungumanzzphiuseyikwekss."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Chumani:"mxm."



Kelvin:"buthaveyouhealedfromOsi."

Me:"Ihavehealedbutonethingthatwillnever

happenisherleavingmyheart."

Eyodwa:"questionstillstandsareyoureadyto

moveon?"

Me:"that'swhatIhavebeentryingtoaskmyself.I

don'twannagetinarelationshipandkeepon

comparingthatpersontoOsiyabo.Thatshithurts.

Idon'twannauseanyoneasarebound."

Chumani:"youguysshouldstopbeatingyourselves

up.Goddidthisforareason.Hehasbiggerplans

foryou.JustrememberOsiandUmiaspeoplewho

wereonceinyourlifethatyoulovedearly.Moveon

fromthepastandstartonanewslate.I'msaying

forgetaboutthem."



Weallnoddedbeforegrouphugging.

Eyodwa:"tothelefttotheleft."

Us:"mmh."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Eyodwa:"nowwatchandlearnthedayIhavebeen

waitingfor.Chustartakeavideo."

Us:"why?"

Eyodwa:"lookatthefield."

WealllookedattheField.Emihleandherbrother

wherestandingrightinfrontofuswithaspeaker

andamic.



Theyalllookedatmeandlaughed.

Me:"mxm."

Chumanitookouthisphoneandstartingshooting.

Emihle:"1212."

Shesaidonthemic.EveryoneLaughed.Iwas

suddenlynervousorsomething.

Herbrother:"Mysisterisabouttoshoothershot."

TheschoolLaughed.Everyonewasalreadythere

crowdingthem.



Her:"ifIdieIdieNtlakaniphoVicendakuthanda

fondinikudalandikuncwasileideundivume."

School:"woah."

Everyonescreamedtheyalllookedatus.Opening

upthecirclethattheymadeformetoseeEmihle.

Myfriendswerelaughing.

IlookedatthemthanEmihleagain.IgaveEyodwa

mysparklingwaterandmyburger.Ifixedmyblazer

beforewalkingdownthestairsnalawalk

yetshamba.

Andasexpectedthegirlswerescreaming.

Everyonewasmakingavideo.IgottoEmihleand

heldherchin.Shewasredfromblushingand

laughed.



Ihuggedherandkissedherforehead.Theyall

screamedlouder.

-

-

-

-

-
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NTLAKANIPHO

Me:"masambeapha."



-let'sgohere.

Iwhisperedbittingherear.Shegavethemictoher

brotherandwewalkedupthepavilionwillthe

schoolscreamingtheirlungsoutsincewewere

walkinghandinhand.Herbrotherplayedmusic.

Wegotothetop.

Me:"zohlalaphezkwamayagodulaamathanga

ama."

-comesitontopofmemythighsaregettingcold.

Her:"haibo."

Ilookedather.FuckIneverrealizedhowbeautiful

sheis.



Me:"Izamarn."

-come

Shesatontopofme.Imadehercrosslegsaround

mywaist.Sheplacedherheadonmyshoulder.

Me:"didyoureallyhavetodothatinpublic?"

Her:"Iwasjustmarkingmyterritory."

Ilookedather.Shewasblushing.Ineverseensuch

beautyinaperson.Sheissobeautifulwithher1

sidedimple.

Me:"semhle."

-youBeautiful.

Her:"Enkosi."



-thankyou.

Hervoiceissoangelic.

Me:"whatifIrejectedyou?"

Her:"youweren'tgoingtorejectme.IknewwhatI

wasdoing.YoucaughtfeelingsAlongtheway

didn'tyou."

Me:"eishyeah."

Her:"whywouldyourejectmekengoku?"

Me:"justnjecausezangendaplitwayicherry."

-neverbeenapproachedbyagirl.



Her:"wellIdid."

Me:"unesbindiyazii."

-youhavetheguts.

Her:"mfondiniwhenyouwantsomethingyou

shouldworkhardtogetitevenifitmeansbeing

rejected."

Me:"nevercameacrosssomeonelikeyou."

Her:"wellyoudidsowhat?"

Me:"kandipuzeke."

-kissmethan.

Her:"weareinpublic.'"



Me:"youapproachedmeinpublic."

Her:"it'snotthesame."

Me:"ndizokulahlakemnake."

-iwilldumpyou

Her:"youalreadythreateningme."

Ilaughedandshegiggled.Istoppedlaughingand

lookedather.Canshejustgiggleallthetime.

Her:"what?"

Me:"canyoujustgigglethewholetime."



Fuckwhatisshedoingtome.neverbeensoweak

infrontofagirl.

Her:"youmakingmeshy."

Shecoveredhereyeswithhersmallhands.I

removedthem.

Me:"phuziowyakhobawo."

-kissyourboyfriend.

Shecamecloserwithherpinkpoutedlips.Notjust

beautifulbutagoodkissertoo.

Me:"fuck."

Isaidthroughthekissbittingherlowerlipsoftly.

Thekisswentonforawhiletillshebrokeit.



Us:"youragoodkisser."

Welaughed.

Me:"NtlakaniphoViceandyouare."

Her:"EmihleJanuary."

Wedidahandshakesmiling.

Me:"Kandijongeklksujongakude."

-lookatmedon'tlookfar.

Shehasbeenavoidingeyecontact.Shelookedat

mewithherbigeye's.Shethanlookedawayagain.



Me:"Iknowit'shardtolookatsomeoneyoulovebut

celaundijongeumna."

-pleaselookatme.

Shelookedatme.Haimajitadyanicatch.ile.

Her:"what?"

Me:"justadmiringyourbeauty."

Isaidcuppingherfaceandgaveherapeck.

Her:"yourhandsomeyourself."

Me:"IknowIknow."

Welaughed.Justthanmybro'scame.They



whistled.Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"anibancinci."

-youguysaresmall.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"kamengaleyosnqandamatheSami.

Emzausicolaphisbindigirl."

-waitwiththatmylove.Emzawheredidyougetthe

guts?

Kelvin:"beworseumtshaapha."

-youstillnewhere.

Sekani:"shewillbeknownfortheshootyourshot

girl."



Welaughed.

Emihle:"Iwasjustmarkingmyterritory."

Them:"washa."

Theywhistledlaughing.

Eyodwa:"I'mbefriendingher."

Welaughedcauseshehasbeensayingthatsince

day1.

Chumani:"whatifhedidn'tcomedown?"

Emihle:"Iwasgoingtogoupandkisshim."



Us:"woaah!!"

Welaughed.

Sekani:"hailomthana."

-thischild.

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"whydidyoudoallofthat.Thethangezinye

miniumnanotnamhlanje."

-i'mtalkingabouttheotherdaysnottoday.

Emihle:"himawereyouwaitingformetomakea

moveonyouforthepastfewweeksandtalktoyou

right?"

Me:"yeah."



Her:"Ididn'twanttogetrejectedplusyouwerestill

healingfromyourlategirlfriend?"

Me:"yeah."

Her:"that'swhyIwaitedandndamanendizulakuni

ndingathethinaye.Bendifunaadeandifunenaye."

-andIkeptonwalkingaroundyouallandnottalkto

him.Ijustwantedhimtowantmetoo.

Eyodwa:"benditshilokuni."

-toldyouso.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"u'weakkwedini."

-youweakboy.



Kelvin:"butImustsaynesbindiwena."

-..youbrave.

Welaughed.

Sekani:"ndimthandelalonto."

-ilovethatabouther.

Welaughed.

UsexpectEmihle:"Nam"

-metoo.

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"soyou2aredatingnow."



Ilookedupandsmiled.Theylaughed

Sekani:"youalreadywhippeddawg.U'weak."

Me:"mxmndizobizuAphiwencumeintoenga

pheliyongoku."

-iwillcallAphiweandyouwillsmilethewholetime.

Sekani:"mxm."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"otherwiseafterschoolweneededatthe

mansion."

Eyodwa:"can'twaittogossipwiththerents."



Us:"oohqalileke."

-youhavestarted.

Welaughed.

Me:"uzoxokakendakwazii."

-youwilllieIknowyou.

Welaughed.

Emihle:"yourcousins."

UsexpectEyodwa:"nopebutwearebrothersby

loyalty.AlsoourParents."

Shenodded.



Emihle:"Eyodwa?"

Eyodwa:"inlawszambhabha."

Shesaidshowingusherring.Welaughedather.

Emihle:"holdonyourmarriage."

Eyodwa:"eweSananankumnyeniwam."

-yeshereismyhusband.

ShesaidgivingChumaniapeckwhowasblushing.

Emihle:"butyousaidowyamweakkodwanawe

weakkuEyodwa."

-myboyfriendisweakbutyoualsoweakwhenit



comestoEyodwa.

Welaughed.

Chumani:"sitshatileklkthinaNinanisadyola."

-wearemarriedandyouguysarestilldating.

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"Ineedtofindagirlfriend.Ican'tbeleftout."

Welaughedathim.Thebellrang.

Me:"ndizonibambeclass.iniguyssakaphuEmza."

-iwillseeyouintheclassguysIwantto

accompanyEmza.



Them:"zobangunyakawonkekanene."

Welaughed.WestoodupnoEmihleandwalked.

Her:"yourfriendsareamood."

Me:"waituntilyoumeetmyfamily.Youwilllaugh

thewholeday."

Shesmiled.

Her:"can'tbelievethatI'mdatingmycrush."

ImadeherStandinfrontofme.Shehasabigass.

Can'tforumfeba.Icrossedmyarmsaroundher

neckandkissedthebackofherneck.

Me:"youbetterbelieveitmylove."



Her:"Iloveyou."

Me:"noIloveyou."

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."

Me:"kweyiphiklass."

-whichclassareyouin.

Her:"Mr.Hope."

Me:"sesilapha.Izandizokungenisa."

-wearehere.ComeIwillwalkyouin.

Wegotinandtheclassscreamedwelaughed.



Me:"morningsir."

Hechuckled.

Mr.Hope:"whatdoyouwantVice."

Me:"Iwasjustaccompanyinghersir.Youknowit's

notsafeouthere.Especiallyforgirls."

Theclass:"mhhhh."

TheyalllaughedincludingMr.Hope.

Me:"shokeEmza."

Isaidkissingherforehead.Theclassscreamed

more.Igaveheraquickpeckbeforegettingout.



Iwalkedinmyclass.

:"IfIdieIdieNtlakaniphoVicendakuthandafondini

kudalandikuncwasileideundivume."

Thatwasmywholeclass.Wealllaughed.Iwalked

tomydesksmilinglikecrazy.

-

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWA

Todaywewillbediscussingthemissionforthe

map.WegottothePlaatjiesMansion.



Ntlakaniphohasbeencompletelyignoringusand

smilingonthephone.HaiEmzasana.

Wegotinandthewholesquadwasalreadyhere.I

startedatthekitchenandtookabottleofwater

beforewalkingbackandsatnexttoLethabo.

Everyonewasexchanginglookslookingat

Ntlakanipho.

Me:"ndinibhaliseleumnaivaniumna."

-letmetellyou,listentome.

Idrankmywater.

TT:"utheniwancumayedwa."

-whyishesmiledAlone.



Me:"songoDecemberbambenedatenge16

khukholomthanawanikawaitressitissueebhalwe

tothelefttotheleftmhhhh."

-soonthe16ofDecemberIstillrememberthedate.

Thischildgaveawaitressatissuethatiswrittento

thelefttotheleftmhhhh.

Theyalllaughed.

Nizi:"mxmyaxoka."

-youlying.

Me:"heeseriousguys."

Wealllaughed.

Me:"nathikemocsijongeqibayathibackwards

nathisajongayaphindayathialittlemorexesithi



yabethilisolantombazanaqibakwayoyacatwalker

nobrotherwakhe."

-wealsolookedthanshesaidbackwardsalittle

morewhenwelookedupshewinkedthan

catwalkedoutwithherbrother

Mybro's:"suxoka."

-don'tlie.

Welaughed

Ntlakanipho:"suxokangecherryyamshejust

walkedoutlaughing."

Us:"mhh."

Welaughed.



Nobuntu:"kwathiwanikengoku."

-whathappenedthan.

Me:"monthlatersamegirlisinourschoolalways

aroundusnottalkingtoNtlakaniphonorgreeting

wacatch.amfano."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Them:"yaxokawithouteventalkingtoher."

Me:"heerytke.Evennakwiinboxtheyarenot

talkingbuttheyarefriends.Sotodayshecamewith

aspeakerandamicnoBrotherwakhewathiemza

sanaIfIdieIdieNtlakaniphoVicendakuthanda

fondinikudalandikuncwasileideundivume."

Them:"mxmyaxoka."



-youlying.

Wecrackedoutlaughing.

Siya:"ndamaziikemnaxokangathithunyiwe."

-iknowhershelieslikesheissent.

Wecrackedoutlaughing.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWA

Me:"nantsinevideoguysheee."

-hereisthevideotoo.

Itookoutmyphonefrommyblazer.

Me:"ina."

-here.

IsaidgivingLethabothebottleofwater.They



laughed.Iwenttotheschoolspublicgroup.Iknow

forafactthatitwaspostedthere.

Andmyguesswasright.Theyweretrendingcause

thevideohad2kshares.Ishowedthemallthe

video.Theylaughedsurprised.

TT:"haikwediniweak."

Welaughed.

Siya:"v'tsekhetakesafteryou.Rememberwhen

Lethabowaschasingafteryou."

Welaughed.

Me:"likefatherlikeson."



Weburstoutlaughing.

TT:"haimarnsuxokaSiya.Sadyolahighschoolno

makaNtlathanbrokeupsaphindasabuyelana."

-don'tlieSiyaweweredatinginhighschoolwith

Ntlakanipho'smotherthanbrokeupthandated

again.

Welaughed.

Siya:"becauseshewaschasingyou."

Welaughed.

Lethabo:"mxmv'tsek.Let'sgetdowntobusiness."

Siya:"andoohNiziwon'tbedoingthemissionsince

sheispregnant.Andisabouttogivebirth."



Sheis8monthspregnantnow.Hertummyis

showing.

Us:"good."

Welaughedatthesulkingnizi.

Siya:"shewillbeleadingusthroughoutthewhole

thing."

Wenodded.Westarteddiscussingeverything.Well

themissionwillbenextweek.

Ican'twait.LateronChumaniaccompaniedme

home.

Him:"it'sValentine'sdaynextweekFridaywhatare



yougettingme."

Ilaughedhealsojoinedin.

Me:"it'shardtobuyamanagiftandplusIhad

alreadyboughtyoumostofthethingsyoucanthink

oftobuyforaman."

Him:"butit'seasytobuyforawoman."

Me:"sincetherearealotofopinions"

WeChuckled.

Him:"theremustbealotofopinionsforamanto."

Me:"ifwewerenotthisyoungIwouldbuyyouacar.

Butyouknowthesocietywouldjudgeanditwould



beayourfavoriteAudiRs7."

Hesmiledlookingforme.Iknowhowhewishesfor

thatcar.

Him:"youknowmethatwilldon'tyou?"

Me:"whowouldknowyouifIdon't."

Him:"Isee."

Me:"pluswearehavingourownlittlepicnicthatday.

Mytreat."

Welaughed.

Him:"nowIhavetothinkofapresenttogetforyou.

PhoffIalreadyKnowwhatIwillgetyou."



Me:"whatwillyougetme?"

Him:"it'sasurprise."

Ifrownedandhelaughedkissingme.

Him:"suqumbaklkndakthanda."

-don'tbeangryIloveyou.

Me:"Ihateyou."

Him:"wecansharemyloveIdon'tcare."

Welaughed.

Me:"youcrazy."



Him:"inlovewithyou.Iknow."

Welaughed.

Me:"ndakuthanndake."

-iloveyou.

Him:"Idon't."

Iheldmyheart.

Me:"ouch.Thathurts."

Welaughed.

Him:"youknowI'mkiddingright.Iloveyoumore



thanwordsitselves."

Ilookedathimandblushed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wegottomyhouse.Wehugged.

Him:"Iwillseeyoutomorrow.Youtakingmeout."

Me:"haiboumna?"

-me?

Him:"yeah."

Welaughed.



Him:"iffunukutshwandimndithathakleyevalivali."

-ifyouwantmetotakeyououtI'mtakingmoney

fromthemoneyforValentine'sday.

Me:"yousocruelRadebe."

Him:"IknowIknow."

Weburstoutlaughing.MyLoveisamoodrhaa.

Him:"ndakuthandake."

-iloveyou.

Me:"ndakuthandanam."

-iloveyoutoo.

Wekissed.Iwalkedawayfromhimaftergivinghim



atighthug.

Him:"nicesmallass."

Heyelledfrombehind.

Me:"fuckyou."

Iyelledback.

Him:"Idon'tminddoingitrighthererightnow."

Heyelled.

Me:"mxmv'tsek."

Iyelledback.Welaughed.



-

-

-

-

-

-

APHIWE

Iwalkeddownstairs.I'mmeetingSekanitoday.It's

histurntocometome.

Welllifehasbeengreatwithmybrothers.Idecided

togotoschoolinsteadofschoolbeingbroughtto

me.

Sam:"weseriouslyhavetomeetthisfriendof

yours."

Me:"youwillnextweek.Ipromise."



Oyama:"youhavebeenpromisingussincelast

month."

That'strueandIhavebeendodgingthetopic.

Vusi:"princessareyoudatingcauseifyouarewe

willbeatthatboyup."

Akho:"yeahyoustillsmallfordating.Youcandate

whenyou're30."

Haibo.Welaughed.

Me:"I'mnotIpromise.Ineverpromisedyoubefore

butI'mpromisingyounow.Iwillarrangeameeting

withher."



Them:"youbetter."

WeChuckled.Iwalkedout.Iunderstandwherethey

arecomingfromtheyarejustlookingoutforme

andIcompletelyunderstand.

Igotinthecarandheattackedmewithakiss.

Me:"woah.Howareyoudoing?"

Hesmiled.Suchbeauty.

Him:"I'mgoodandyourself?"

Me:"great.Babymybrotherswanttomeetyouwell

theythinkyouashe."

Welaughed.



Him:"whywouldyoulie."

Me:"mybrothersdon'twantmetodatethat'swhy.

Youknowhowolderbrothersare."

Him:"wewillhavetomakeaplanbaby."

Me:"andIdon'thaveanyfriends."

Him:"Ihaveaplan.Meandmyfamilyarecoming

herenextweekendsoiwillaskEyodwatobeyour

friend."

Me:"wellsheagree?"

Him:"that'smybestfriendshewoulddoanythingto

seemehappy.Sheisalwaystheretohelpout."



Inoddedsmiling.Eyodwaisareallyniceperson.

Me:"IsawNtlakanipho'svideoyesterday."

Welaughed.

Him:"ain'tyoufeelinglikeheismovingontofast."

Me:"notatallbaby.Ithinkit'sagreatthingthathe

movedonholdingonwouldhaveonlyhurthim."

Isaidfromthebottomofmyheart.

Him:"yeahplusyoursisterwillalwaysbeinhis

heart."



Inoddedsmiling.

Him:"haveyoutalkedtoyourdad?"

Me:"IassuredhimthatI'msafethanblockedhis

number."

Hechuckled.

Him:"youhavenochillbaby."

Welaughed.

Me:"youknowmegood."

-

-

-



-

-

-

EMIHLE

AfteragreatdayIwentbackhomewithEsihle

sayingI'mastarandall.

SotodayIwillbegoingtoNtlakanipho'shouse.

Justtochillnothingmuch.

Me:"dadI'mgoingtomyfriend'shouse."

Isaidholdingthedoorknob.Esihlewaswithhis

friends.

Him:"bebackbefore5Princess.Youknowit'snot

safeoutthere."



Irantokisshischeekbeforerunningbacktothe

door.IwalkedoutandtheUberwasalreadyhere.

IgotinandlistenedtoNigerianmusicaftertelling

himwhereI'mgoing.MyfavoriteOnthelowby

BurnaBoyplayed.

Iwentcrazyatthebackseatdancingwithmyhands

andhead.IloveNigerianmusicguysit'sthebest.

Thedriverwaslookingatmelaughing.

WegottomydestinationandIpaid.Igotin

Ntlakaniphohasalreadytoldmethatthisishis

house.

Mustbenice.Igotinandhewassittingatthefront

shirtlesswearingshortsonly.Heissofuckenhot.I

bitemylowerliplookingathim.



Him:"noneedforyoutodroolI'mallyours."

Ichuckled.Beforethrowingmyselfnexttohim.I

placedmyheadonhislap.

Him:"hey."

Me:"hi.Idon'tunderstandsoccersoweare

definitelychangingthis."

Welaughed.

Him:"yousuchabully."

Welaughed.IwenttomusicandofcourseIstarted

atTraceAfrica.Seemstobemyluckydaycause

BillionairebyTeniwasplayed.



Me:"yoohngomayam."

-mysong.

Igotupandstarteddancing.Ntlakaniphowas

laughingatme.Istartedmovingmywaistlikethey

doinNigeria.Hecameandstoodbehindme.

Hewasholdingmywaist.Wedancedtogethertill

thesongended.Wesatdownlaughing.

Him:"Nigeriansongsaregreatmoc."

Me:"Ievenhavethesongumna."

Him:"sendittome."

Welaughed.



Me:"Iwill."

IchangedthechannelandWorkbyRihannaplayed.

Him:"celilapdance."

-canIgetalapdance.

Me:"Ican'tmovemywaistnortwerk."

Welaughed.

Him:"youcan'thaveabigassandnotbeableto

twerk."

HeisrightIdohaveabigass.

Me:"Ican't."



Him:"tyisiteambaby."

Welaughed.Ilookedatthetvandwatchedhow

theyaredoingit.Iquicklygraspfromitandgave

Ntlakaniphoalapdance.

Thoughitfeltuncomfortableatfirstsincehisdick

haswokenup.ButIstillmanagedtopullthrough.

I'mstillavirginklk.

Him:"whatwashard?"

Ijustshruggedlaughing.

Him:"Iwasstillchoosingamoviewhenyoucame.

Soyoudothehonoursbychoosing."



TheonlyinterestedmovieherewasFiftyShadesof

Grey.

Him:"oohgod.Imadeamistakebylettingyou

choose."

Welaughed.

Wewatchedthemoviecuddling.Hisdickwas

pokingme.HewashornyandIcan'tdoanything

aboutit.Halfwaythemovieheclosedthelaptop

sincewewerewatchingfromit.

HeflippedmearoundandIwasbeneathhim.He

kissedmeandIkissedhimback.Hegrabbedmy

assandIgasped.

Hegrinnedonme.Andaweirdsoundescapedmy

mouth.IwouldbelyingifIsaidIwasfeeling



comfortable.

Ibrokethekiss.Heopenedhiseyestheywere

bloodshootred.Hereallyishorny.Hestoodupand

wenttothekitchen.

Hecamebackwithicecoldwater.

Him:"sorryformakingyoufeeluncomfortable.You

canchooseanothermovie."

Hesaidmakingmelayonhischest.ThanIthought

nomarn.I'mreadytobeintimatewiththisman.I

trusthimwithmyallsowhynotgivehimmy

Virginity.

Iturnedaroundandkissedhim.Wekissed.Imoved

hishandsfrommybacktomyass.



Me:"pleasebegentlewithmeI'mstillavirgin."

Hebrokethekiss.

Him:"youstillavirgin?"

Inoddedshyly.Thisfoolsmirked.Ijustboostedhis

ego.

Him:"noneedtobeshyaboutthat.IpromiseIwill

begentle.Butpleasepromisemefromnowonthat

pussywillonlybemineandnooneelse's.Phoff

onlydeathwillseparateus.Iloveyouokay."

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."



Wecontinuedkissing.Hecarriedmeupstairs

withoutbreakingthekiss.Heplacedmeontopof

thebedgently.

HetookofmyclothesIwasleftwithmyundies

sincehehadalreadytakenofmybra.Heleftmy

mouthformyneckandwentformybreast.

Iwasmoaninghisnamesoftly.Hesuckedmyright

breastwillhewasplayingwiththeleftone.Hewent

downandtookofmyundieswithhisteeth.

Webothlaughed.Hekissedmynunubeforedoing

thingswithhistongue.Mybreathingwaschanging

nowasIkeptoncallingouthisname.

IfoundmyselfpushinginhisheadtillIhadtopee.

Me:"babe."



Hecursed.

Him:"releaseitbaby."

IdidasinstructedandIwasrelieved.Hecameup

andtookoffhisshorts.Hewasn'twearinganything

underneath.Hisdicksprangout.Iswallowed.He

chuckled.

Hehasabigdick.

Me:"thatwon'tfitin."

Him:"itwill.Youwillsee."

Hepositionedhimselfontopofme.Hebalanced

himselfwithhisarms.



Him:"Iloveyouandwillalwaysloveyou.Thankyou

fortrustingmewithyourpurity."

Ithanfeltasharppainashewasalreadythrusting

insideofme.Whendidhegetin?Tearsescapedmy

eyes.Ican'ttakephysicalpain.

Iscreamedmoaning.

Him:"shouldIstop?"

Ishookmyhead.

Him:"pleaselookatme."

Ilookedathim.



Him:"Don'tbreaktheeyecontactbaby."

Inodded.Hewentgently.AndIstartedtofeel

pleasure.Iwasmoaninghisname.

Him'"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

-

-

-

-

-
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NKANYEZI

Nizi:"masambe."

-let'sgo.

Siya:"Niyaphi?"

-whereyougoing?

Her:"totheMall.Onlygirlsareallowedtogo.Mother

andDaughtertime."

Them:"ooh."



Welaughed.

Siya:"besafebaby.Yourpregnant."

Nizi:"Iwillbe."

Shegavehimapeck.Ikissedalltheircheeks

beforerunningout.Nizicameandwehittheroad.

Her:"sowhat'sgoingonbetweenyouandCraig?"

Igiggled.

Me:"westillgoodpluswewillbecelebratingour1

yearanniversarynextweek."



Her:"starteddatingonValentine'sday?"

Me:"yeah."

Her:"andyoudidn'ttellmeNkanyezi."

Shesaidhittingmeplayfully.Welaughed.

Me:"Iwasgoingtotellyoumom.YouknowthatI

tellyoueverything."

Her:"butwehadtowaittillyougotinafight."

Me:"yoohhaimama.Iwasgoingtotellyou.Iwas

justcheckingifhewastherightone."

Her:"butyoutoldmeyourfirstcrushingrade7and

yourfirstboyfriend."



That'strue.Thiswomanismybiggestbestfriend.

WegotoutsincewewereattheMallalready.

Me:"yesIdid.Craigwasdifferent.Iwasn'tsure

aboutourrelationshipatfirst.Ithoughtitwasgoing

toendrightafteritstarted.SinceCraigwasa

player."

Her:"heplayedyoutoo?"

Me:"nopehedidn'tbutonAugustwebrokeupthan

gotbacktogetheragain."

Her:"butyouwereneverHeartbroken?"

Me:"yeah.Ialwaysleaveroomfordisappointment."



Her:"that'sgood.Yabonawenaungumntana."

-youaremychild

Welaughed.WegottotheSpa.Afterafullbody

massagewithmommywewenttoSpur.Iwas

enjoyingmytimewithmyMom.It'salwaysgreatto

havetheseMotheranddaughterdays.

Her:"youwillwaithereoutsidebaby.Iwanttobuy

something."

ShewasgoingtoShopRiteLiquorstore.

Me:"okay."

Shegavemeapeckbeforegoingin.Ilovemymom

guys.Istoodoutsidelookingatthepeoplein

ShopRiteshopping.



:"Njaningabinacherrykwedini?"

-howcomeyoudon'thaveagirlfriend?

:"Haimfondinindilindeleumtuoryt."

-noI'mwaitingfortherytperson.

Saidmalevoicesbehindme.Justthanonebumped

intomeandIhitmyheadhardonthewall.

Me:"Motherfucker!"

Icursedholdingmyforeheadthatwasbleeding.He

turnedaroundsincehewaswalkingbackwards.

Him:"oohsorryIdidn'tsee."



Hisfather:"bendikunqandilekwedini."

-iwarnedyouboy.

Him:"kametaima.Ryt?"

-waitdad.Areyoufine?

Hesaidhelpingmestand.Helookedatme

forehead.

Him:"I'msosorry.Taimaawunayoplaster?"

-don'tyouhaveaplaster.

Hisfather:"aa."

-no.

Hetookoutatissuefromhispocketandstarted

wipingthewound.Iwasjustdroolingoverhim.He

lookssocutewhenhisserious.



Hegotdonecleaningthewoundandkissedmy

forehead.Socute.

Him:"I'msorry."

JustasIwasabouttoreplymymothergotout.

Her:"Mr.Magwaza."

Hisfather:"Mrs.Plaatjies."

Theyhuggedlaughing.

Mom:"longtimehey."

Him:"ithasbeenalongtimeindeed."



Mom:"youwereleavinginDurbanlasttimeI

checked."

Him:"yeah.ButnowIhaverelocatedwithmykids."

Mom:"youhavekids?"

Him:"yeahtwins."

Mom:"ithasbeenalongtimeindeed."

Him:"Ialsoseethatyouhaveachildand1onthe

way."

Shelookedatme.



Her:"yeahIdo.Babytheni."

Theboy:"Ibumpedintoherbymistakeandshe

accidentallyhitherhead."

Mom:"let'sgobuyaplaster."

Hisfather:"thekidswillgoandbuytheplaster.I

needyouradvice,Businesswise."

Mom:"okay.Inakebaby."

Shegaveme20r.Hebana?Ichuckled.Wewalked

withthisboy.

Him:"EsihleJanuary.AndyoumustbeNkanyezi."

Ilookedathimandchuckled.



Me:"howdidyouknowmyname."

Him:"ndakfollow.ishakaI.g"

-ifollowyouonInstagram.

Hesaidwalkinginfrontofme.

Me:"Esihlezophindaugileomnyeumtuke.Hamba

aphecamkwam."

-esihleyouwillbumpintosomeoneelse.Walknext

tome.

Him:"Iwannaseeyourbeautifulfacenotababantu

babi."

Welaughed.



Me:"mxm."

Him:"yaziiwenaNkwenkweziyonacherryndake

ndaybonaentle.AndIruinedyourcutelittleface."

WoahImeltedtheverysamemomenthecalledme

Nkwenkwezi.ItriedmybestnottoBlush.

Me:"yesyoudid.Youruinedmyface."

Him:"andforthatI'msorryNkwenkweziyam."

Yandicharmalo.Okay.

Me:"mmhokay."

Him:"soamIforgiven?"



Me:"yeah."

Him:"givemeahugklk."

Irolledmyeyesbeforehugginghim.Iknowall

kindsofhugsbutleitwasdifferent.Ikindafelt

moresaferinhisarmsthanCraig's.Iinhaledhis

cologne.

Notjustagoodhuggerbutsmellsgoodtoo.Mhh.

Hekissedmyforeheadforalongtime.

Him:"ndizomthathelalamlunguwakhozumxelele

va."

-iwilltakeyouawayfromyourwhitetellhimthat.

Igiggled.Whatthefuckishappeningtome.Fuck.



Hewaswhisperinginmyearallthistime.Weletgo

ofeachother.Heplacedhisarmaroundmyneck.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

EMIHLE

afterourround.Hewenttothebathroomandcame

backtopickmeup.Wewalkedtothebathroomand

heplacedmeinthebathtub.

Ijumpedabit.

Him:"relaxbaby.Youwilladjustfromthewaterjust

now."



Inoddedsmiling.

Him:"Iwillbebackjustnow."

HewalkedoutandIrelaxedinthewaterandclosed

myeyes.Minuteslaterhewalkedbackinandsat

behindme.

Me:"babywedidn'tuseprotection.Oohno.Idon't

wannabepregnant."

Him:"relaxbaby."

Me:"whyshouldi.IfIbecomepregnantIswearyou

willbetakingcareofthebabywhileIstudy."

Helaughed.



Him:"don'tworrybaby.Ididavasectomyoperation

soyouwon'tbepregnantanytimesoonunlessifI

reverseit."

Me:"nobaandiyazibayintonibutyeahgood."

Welaughed.

Him:"Iloveyoubaby."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Heturnedmearoundandwekissed.Afterourbath

wewenttositatthelounge.Hewascarryingme

aroundthiswholetime.

Me:"I'msofuckenhungry."



Him:"Ityamna."

Welaughed.

Him:"Iwillmakeyoufood."

Me:"Don'tworryIwilldoitmyself.Ndikwenzele?"

-shouldImakefoodforyou?

Henodded.HegavemeapeckbeforeIstoodup.I

couldn'twalkproperly.

Me:"Ntlakanipho!!!"

Helaughed.



Him:"Izandikupholise."

Welaughed.

Me:"phambene."

Iwenttothekitchenmadefoodforus.Aftereating

andhavingfuntogetherhetookmehome.

Him:"seeyouonMonday."

Me:"bye."

Him:"goodbyekissklkmyloveunjanina?"

Igiggledbeforejumpingovertohim.



Him:"semhle."

Iburiedmyfaceonhisneck.

Him:"suqoshaklk."

-don'tbeshy.

Hesaidlaughing.Wekissed.

Him:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Hegavemeapeckbeforeiwalkedout.Igotinthe

houseandtherewasnoone.Theyareprobablyout

orsomething.



Ican'tbelievethatmycrushlovesmeasmuchasI

do.Hekeptontellingmehelovesmewithsomuch

loveandenthusiasminhisvoice.

Wewerebothhappytobetogether.Ijusthopewe

willbelikethisforever.AsIwasdeepinmy

thoughtstheywalkedinmakinganoise.

Tata:"njanikwediniungacelinumber."

-howcanyounotaskforhernumbers.

Esihle:"ndizomtashakwidm."

Welaughed.

Tata:"whatifakhublock.e"

Esihle:"cingindithikuweokobemamathekile



lamthana."

-shewon'tshehasbeensmilingthewholetime.

Welaughed.

Tata:"whatifaccountyakhekhonanakwiphone

yalamlunguwakhe?"

-herwhitehasheraccount.

Esihle:"sozendohlulwemlunguumnayistru

Nkwenkwezizobangowambyfirebyforce."

-iwon'tbedefeatedbyawhiteyouwillsee

Nkwenkweziwillbeminebyfirebyforce.

Me:"byfirebyforcemshana."

Him:"byfirebyforce."



Tata:"askeakuqamphise."

-whatifsherejectsyou.

Him:"soze.Ndizoqalandimpholeletillcatch.e

feelings.Thanndimyekeazizelengokwakeapha

kum.NizobonaNinaMayzofikhasidyolano

Nkwenkwezi."

-never.Iwillbecalmwhenitcomestohertillshe

catchesfeelings.ThanIwillletgoofheryouwill

seeshecometome.ByMaywewillbedatingwith

Nkwenkwezi.

Welaughed.

Me:"byfirebyforce."

Him:"byfirebyforcetwinziey!!"



Welaughedathim.Ihaveneverseenhimtalkabout

agirllikethis.Thisisthefirst.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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CHUMANI

Eyodwa:"v'tsektshongobubi."

WewereatSteers.

Me:"asifumhlewenatshongezdleleezinkhulu."

-asifyoubeautifulwithyourbigcheeks.

Her:"nganyaklk."

Welaughed.

Me:"kunganyawenajongandizocharm.aumtu

ngoku."

-youwillshitlookI'mgoingtocharmthatperson

now.



Welaughed.Ilookedforsomeoneyoung.Iwaved.

Shewavedback.

Me:"njanimylove?"

-howareyou?

Her:"I'mgoodandyourself."

Shesaidfixinghert-shirtshowingmehercleavage.

Me:"I'mgr..."

Eyodwakickedmeunderthetable.Ilookedather.

Me:"ouch."



Shepoutedherlips.Welaughed.

Her:"jongaNamndizocharm.aumtu."

-lookIwillalsocharmsomeone.

Shelookedaroundforsomeone.Shewavedina

seduciveway.Thatmanwavedback.

Her:"somebirdtoldmethatyouneedsomeoneto

rewindtonight."

Helaughed.ThisMOTHERFUCKER.

Him:"Iguessthebirdwasright."

Hesmirked.



Eyodwa:"howaboutnow?"

Him:"iDon'tmind.Icanevencancelmymeeting."

Eyodwa:"sureletmejustsettlethebillwiththis

gentlemano.."

Ipulledherlegunderneath.ShelookedatmeandI

winked.Asshewasabouttotalk.Idraggedherout

ofSteers.Yandiqelalo.Welaughedgettingout.

Me:"ifweweren'tinpublicIwasgoingtofuckyou

senselesslyrightnow.Yandiqelawena."

-youshittingwithme.

Her:"youstartedit."

Welaughed.



Me:"ngadefunuNikakokosiyamomnyeumtu."

-howdareyouwanttogivemypussytosomeone

else.

Weburstlaughed.

Her:"ngadeuthikokosiI'msohurtrightnow."

Welaughed.

Me:"mxmv'tsek.Yiyomocokhanyendaxoka."

-itisitoramIlying.

Her:"younotevenapologeticaboutit.Thisguy."

Me:"youshouldknowthisbynowthatI'm



unapologetic."

Irolledmyeyes.Welaughed.

Her:"youshouldbeaphakum.MasingeneaphaI'm

cravingforsomeCaratcake."

Wegotinmuggandbean.

Me:"what'sthedifferencebetweenyouandother

people?"

Sheplacedinherorder.Iwasfine.Sinceweatelots

ofribsatSteers.Welovemeatneyamcherryrhaa.

Her:"I'myourperson."

Me:"Sham."



Her:"Chumani!"

Shegothercake.

Me:"what?"

Her:"youhurtingmyfeelingsnow."

Me:"youalsohurtminewhenyouwantedtosex

anotherMOTHERFUCKERinfrontofme."

Her:"youknowIwasn'tgoingtosexhimright?"

Me:"mxm!."

Ifrownedandsheburstoutlaughing.Everyone



lookedather.

Her:"sorryguysjustthatmyhusbandisalittletoo

jealoussinceanothermanwasflirtingwithme."

Theyalllaughed.Somewherefindinguscute.

Her:"sakbawelikengoku."

-i'mcravingforyounow.

Shesaidinaseducingvoice.Welaughed.

Me:"yandicapkisakanjanii."

Her:"XoloklkRhadebenawesundiqala."

-i'msorryRhadebebutyoualsoshouldn'tstartme.



Me:"ndikuyekile."

-iwillleaveyou.

Her:"nomoreflirtingwithotherpeople."

Shesaidshowingupherpinkyfinger.Wemadea

pinkypromise.

Me:"nomoreflirting."

Ifedherthecake.

Me:"ndakthandane."

-iloveyou.

Her:"ndakuthanndanam."

-iloveyoutoo.



Igotupandgaveherapeck.Ifedherthecakeby

myself.

-

-

-

-

-

NTLAKANIPHO

HappyDyan.Emihleisthebestguys.Inever

thoughtIwouldeverfallinloveagain.

Ijustlovethewaysheis.Iloveher.Iloveloveher.

Sheismyhappiness.Ijusthopewewillalwaysbe

thisHappy.

ButtherewillalwaysbefightsinarelationshipbutI

willmakesurethatitlaststhrougheverystormwe



willface.

I'minthisforthelongwalk.Ijusthopeshewon't

dieonme.ButIhaveastrongfeelingthatwewill

last.

Hergivingmeherpuritymeansalot.Iwillalways

cherishher.That'sapromisethatI'mwillingto

fulfill.LookatmetalkingaboutEmihlenonestop.

Her:"bekholedurag."

-thanthereisthisdurag.

Weweretimefacing.Latenightvideocalls.

Me:"ndimhlenjena."

-i'mbeautiful.



Her:"qathwebani?"

-whotrickedyou?

Me:"saysthegirlthatbecomesweakbytheknees

everytimesheseesmewearingit."

Welaughed.Shewasblushing.

Me:"andIjustmadeherBlush."

Welaughed.

Her:"fuckyou."

Me:"ittakes2toofuckbaby."

Welaughed.



Her:"mxm.Uyinxibingathiuyayizondanorh."

-youwearitlikeyouhateit.

WeBurstoutlaughing.

Me:"haiyaqelawena."

Her:"Zamanton'norh?"

Me:"waves.Ndizokubonisangomso."

-iwillshowthemtoyoutomorrow.

Shesmiled.

Her:"IpreferyouuneFadebutlet'snotjudgewewill

seetommorow."



Me:"youwillbewetI'mtellingyou."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"soI...."

:"NTLAKANIPHOIZAPHA!!"

-comehere.

thatwasmymom.

Me:"wewillcontinuewiththisconversationlateron

mylove.Byeanddon'tforgetthatIloveyou."

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."



SheblewakissImadeasifI'mcatchingitand

placedmyhandonmychestontheleftwheremy

heartis.Sheblushed.Idisconnectedthecall

smilinglikecrazy.

I'mcrazyinloveyouall.

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWA

Me:"Iwillcomebacktomorrowmom."

Her:"beworsekenathiasikhosendlinisiyekwi

brotherzakhaLungs."

-wenoteventherewewenttolungelo'sbrothers.



Me:"okaykebye.Iloveyou."

Her:"Iloveyoutoobaby."

Idroppedthecall.

Chumani:"soyouspendingthenight."

Inoddedsmiling.

Him:"Iwillprepare.Popcornsjustnow."

Icried.Helookedatmeshocked.

Him:"heywhat'swrongbaby?"

Me:"Iwantlays."



Him:"ngokuwhyareyoucrying."

Ilookedathimandcriedmore.

Him:"Xoloklkbaby."

Hesaidhuggingmestillshocked.

Me:"Izanelayszamklk."

-comewithmylays.

Isaidsniffing.Hewalkedtothekitchenandcame

backwiththechips.Ismiledlikea6yearoldseeing

candy.

Him:"comelet'swatchamovie."



WewerewatchingTitanic.Istartedsniffing.The

moviewassoemotionalbathong.Chumanilooked

atmeshocked.

Him:"areyouokay.Whendidyoustartbeing

emotionalwhenwearewatchingthesekindof

movies."

Me:"Idon'tknow.BabyIwantdonuts."

Him:"babythereisnostorethatsellsdonutsatthis

time."

Icriedmore.

Him:"Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningnowbutithas

tostop."



Ilookedathimandcried.

Me:"yousofuckencruelRadebe."

Him:"okayI'msorrybaby.Iwillbringyouyour

donuts."

Hewalkedoutcursing.Igiggled.Waitwhat's

happeningtome?Icriedmore.Hegotinandcame

tome.

Me:"baby(bittingmydonut)Idon'tknow(bitting)

what'shappeningtome.I'mnotanemotional

personbutIamtoday."

Him:"eatyourdonutsbaby.Everythingwillbefine.

Justhormones."



Inodded.Aftereatingmydonutswewentupstairs.

WehadendlesssexlastnightbecauseIwashorny.

Hewalkedoutofthebathroompissed.

Me:"butbabyI'msorry.Ididn'tmeantobehornyall

night?"

Him:"mxm.Areyoupregnant?"

Me:"Iwhat?"

Tearsstreameddownmyface.

Him:"areyoupregnant?"



Me:"noI'mnot."

Him:"thanexplainallofthis.FirstitwasCaratcake

thanyoucryingoveruselessthings.Hornythe

wholenightandyouwerevomitingthiswhole

morning."

Me:"whatdoyoumean.Youdidavasectomy

operationIcan'tbepregnant."

Him:"meaningyoucheated.Didyoucheatonme?"

IwentdeepinmythoughtsthinkingifIcheatedor

not.Idon'tknow.

Him:"IswearifyoupregnantyouKillingthatbabyof

yoursandyouwillAlsokillyourbabydaddyby

yourself.Let'sgo."



Icriedandhedraggedmeout.Wegottothe

hospital.Iwipedmytearsandwewalkedin.

Him:"youbetterprayyounotpregnant.IswearIwill

makeyousufferandloveyouafterthat."

HewasfumingandIwasscaredofhim.Wewalked

straighttothedoctorsofficewithhimcursingme

alltheway.

Him:"morningdoc.Wecameheretodoapregnancy

test."

Thedoctornodded.Hegavemeasmallcup.Ipeed

initandwentbackwithittothedoctorafter

washingmyhands.

Doctor:"Iwillbeback."



Wenodded.Hewalkedout.

Chumani:"yistruzonyazithikantimithindiyiblank

shooterumna."

Ilookedathimtearsweresparklinginmyeyes.

Chumani:"sulinyembezi."

-wipeyourtears.

BeforeIcouldevenreachmyeyeshewipedthetear

formeandkissedmyeyes.

Him:"yaqelawena."

Thisguy.Thedoctorcameback.



Us:"so?"

Him:"wellaccordingtothetestsyou...

-

-

-

-

-

-
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SINETHAMBA

Yamkela:"let'suseanotherexit.Wedon'twant

Themseeingus."

ShesaidpointingatEyodwaandChumani.Weused

anotherexitatthehospital.

Ndoni:"whataretheydoinghere?"

Me:"thatdoesn'tmatterPrincessaslongasthey

didn'tseeus."

Yamkela:"yeahthat'sgreat.Iwonderwhyshehas

redeyeandhewasfumingcursingheraboutbeing



pregnant."

Ndoni:"shecan'tbepregnant.Howisourplangoing

toworkout?"

Yamkela:"thiswillruintheplansfuck."

Me:"calmdownguys.Wewillfirsthavetofindoutif

sheispregnantornotthanputourplansintoaction.

Ifsheisthanwewillthinkofanotherplan.Ifnotwe

willcontinuewithourplans."

Theynodded.

Ndoni:"justhopesheisn't."

-

-

-



-

-

-

NKANYEZI

IwaswithEsihle.Heactuallyaskedifwecould

meetandIwascoolwiththat.

Him:"youactuallycame."

WewerehavinglunchatBurgerKing.

Me:"itcostmeanarmandalegtocomehere."

Welaughed.Itdidn'tactuallycauseIcamecleanto

myparentsthatI'mmeetinghim.

Him:"suxoka."



-youlying.

Me:"serious."

Him:"Iknowwhenyoulyingandnot."

Me:"dawgyouonlyknowmeforlikeafewhours.

AndyoucanalreadytellwhenI'mlyingornot."

Him:"yalibalabauyiNkwenkweziyam."

Irolledmyeyesblushing.

Him:"andsheisblushing.Mxelelemlunguwakhoba

ndizomthathela?"

-didyoutellyourwhitethatIwilltakeyouaway

fromhim.



Me:"dude.Youdon'tevenknowmethatwelland

youalreadyknowthatiwillbewithyou.Whatare

youGodnow?"

Weburstoutlaughing.

Him:"yesactually."

Welaughed.

Him:"yeahbyfirebyforcemyloveyouwillbemine."

Welaughed.

Me:"youcan'tbeserious."

Him:"ndijongeaphemehlwenizobonaubuserious

bam."



-lookmeintheeyeandtellmethatI'mnotserious.

ThiswholetimeIwasavoidingeyecontact.Ican't

lookhimintheeyeIdon'tknowwhy.Iwasplaying

withmydrinkthiswholetime.Ilookedupathim.

Fuck.Umhlelo.

-hisbeautiful.

Me:"busthini."

-whatwereyousaying.

Him:"ndakthanda."

-iloveyou.

Ilookedatmycooldrinkthanuptohimagainwitha

smileonlytofindhimdoingthesamething.I

giggledandhebithislowerlip.



Him:"ndiseriouskemnakeIdon'tknowwhyyou

don'twannabewithme."

-i'mserious..

Me:"Ijustmet.Ican'tjustdateyouplusIhavea

boyfriendthatlovesmeallot."

Him:"doyoulovehim?"

Me:"Ican'tanswerthat.Eversinceyoucameinto

mylifeIdon'tnowwheremyfeelingsstandtobe

honest.Idon'tknowifit'slustorlovethatIfeelfor

you.AndmyfeelingsforCraighaschanged

becauseofyou.Ifoundmyselfignoringandbeing

irritatedbyhimbecauseofyou."

Him:"that'sdefinitelyloveNkwenkwezi.Idon'tknow

whyyouarenotlettingmeinsothatIcanshowyou

howaqueenistreated.Letthewhitedatethewhite

andblacksdatetheblacks."



Me:"youguysareplayers"

Him:"whitesarenot?"

Me:"Ididn'tsayso.Yousofuckenracisteversince

yousawthatyourcrushisdatingawhite."

Heshrugged.Thisguy.

Him:"itiswhatitismylove.Norhyoudeservea

man.Seykwekwelamtu.Imaginexeyolobola

kokwenufunekekumanekutolikwangoku.But

asikholapho.Letmeaskyou1thingwhodoyou

feelsaferwith?Whomakesyouwanttolastfora

longtimewith."

-heisstillaboy.Imaginewhenhepaysdowryfor

youandyouruncle'smusttranslatethewholetime.

Butwenotthere..



Ijustlookedupathimandsmiled.Italkallotbut

todayIdidn'thavewords.Thisguyismakingme

speechless.

:"Wonderhowwillitbedatinghim.Hesoundslike

agreatguy.EvenCraigdoesn'tmakemefeelthis

waybutI'mnotcomparing.Craigmakesmefeel

lovedbutEsihlemakesmefeelsafeandloved.I

can'tchoosebetweenthetwoit'ssofuckenhard.

WhatifImakeabadmistakebychoosingEsihle

andhehurtsmeintheprocess.Thanregretmy

decision."

Him:"Iwouldneverhurtyouonpurposebaby."

Ilookedupathimconfused.

Him:"youwereactuallythinkingaboutloud."



Me:"fuck."

Welaughed.Wewalkedouthandinhand.

Him:"canyoupleasegivemeahug."

Iwenttohughim.Ilookedupathim.

Him:"Iloveyouokay?AndIwillneverstoploving

youNkwenkweziyamekhanyayo."

-myshiningstar.

Iburiedmyfacegigglingonhischest.Heliftmy

faceupwithhisindexfinger.Hesmatchedhislips

ontomine.Wefirstkissedslowly.

Ibitehislowerlowerlipsuckingitbeforemovingto



theupperlip.Healsoreturnedthefavourbitting

mine.HeshovedhistongueinmymouthIdidn't

knowwhattodoatfirstbutIquicklyadjustfrom

himandourtonguesweredancingtogether.

Imoanedinhismouth.Andhecursed.Ipulledout

fromthekissandgavehimapeckbeforesucking

hislowerlipagain.

IknowallkindsofkissesbutwhatI'mexperiencing

nowisoutofthisworld.Ihadbutterfliesinmy

stomach,andnottoforgetmyheartbeatingina

differentwayforhim.

AaguysfunuEsihlemna.

-iwantEsihle.

-

-

-



-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

NKANYEZI

him:"Iwillseeyoune."



Inodded.Hegavemeapeck.Iwenttomydriver.

HetookmehomeandIstartedatthekitchenbefore

goingbacktotheloungewheretheyweresitting,

withanicecreamtup.

UvuyoisprobablyouttooIsatbetweenmyparents

andsighed.

Me:"youguysneverwarnedmethatdatingwas

Thishard."

Theychuckled.

Siya:"nxaki?"

-yourproblem

Me:"haveyouguysbeenstuckbetweenarockand

ahardplace?"



Them:"eishmmhnotreally."

Me:"thatmeansyouuselessbutIwillTellyoumy

problemssinceyoumyparents.SoneCraig,Ihave

beendatinghimforalongtimeandmeandhim

havebeenallloveydoveyandshit,make

relationshipgoalsbutmostofallloveeachother

morethananything.YesterdayImetEsihleandhe

makesmefeelatypeofwaythatIhaveneverfelt

foranykindofboy.Heisalwaysouttheretomake

mefeelforeignfeelingsandyazi.Ijustfeelsome

typeofwayAndiyaziAndiyazi.Ijustcan'tdescribe

thesefeelings.Idon'tknow."

Them:"justfollowyourheart."

Me:"myheartissofuckenconfusedIdon'teven

knowwhattodo.Adviceguys."



Them:"yeah?"

Me:"Sanudyola."

-don'tdate.

Siya:"that'swhatyoushoulddoPrincess.Yeke

uzstressngobubanxamncinciklkwena."

-youshouldstopstressingyourselfcauseyousmall.

Welaughed.Trustmyfathertotalkthingsthatdon't

evenenterintheconversation.

-

-

-

-

-

-



-

-

EYODWA

Doctor:"thetestscamebacksayingyounot

pregnant."

Chumani:"howdoctorshehasbeenhaving

pregnantwomensymptoms."

Thedoctorchuckled.

Dr.:"ithappens.Youknowthebrainlovesplaying

tricks.Soitmusthavesentamessagetoyourbody

thatyoupregnantwhichiswhyyouhavebeen

actinglikeapregnantwoman."

Me:"soI'mnotpregnant?"



Thedoctornodded.

Doctor:"yesIevendidthetesttwice."

Ilookedatthisonenexttomewhohasbeen

swearingatmethiswholefuckenday.

Him:"baby."

Hesaidsmiling.Ilookedathimbeforestandingup,

Istormedout.

Him:"Eyodwa!"

Hewaschasingme.IsawataxioutsideIgotinand

closedthedoor.Hewascallingoutmyname.

Thedrivertookoff.Igothome.



Me:"yaziChumaniyistrundizombonisa.Yazituka

mna.MnaEyodwandoniLanga.Ngathiyalibalaba

ndingubanilowo.Ndizombonisamamambinqe

ngantoniikanjanii.IjustwishIcouldpunchhis

handsomelittleface.Yandiqelalowo.Uthindimithi

hee."

Iwaspacingupanddowninthelounge.

:"Thenizambonisabandibinqengantoniinje?"

Ilookedbehindmethewholefamilywashere

listeningtome.

Me:"ndabuya."

-iwillbeback.



TheyChuckled.

Igottomyroomandcried.Icalmeddownaftera

fewminutes.Itookoutmyphonefrommyslingbag.

-

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

Imessedup.Ishouldn'thavereactedthewayIdid.

Butthosesymptomsalsocaughtmeoffguard.

Ijustcan'tbarethethoughtofbeingcheatedon.I

hatecheatingwitheveryfiberopticnerveinme.

AndknowingthatIcan'tmakeanyonepregnantand



shehadthesymptoms,it'sjustfrustrating.

Shemustbehurtwheresheis.Ifeelsorryfor

doubtingherandnottrustingher.Itriedcallingher

butsheisn'treplying.

Igothomesad.IsatbetweenNiziandSiya.Uvuyo

andNkanyeziwerecuddlingontheothercouch.I

sighedplacingmyheadonmymother'sshoulder.

Siya:"utheniiwena?"

-what'swrongwithyou?

Me:"meandEyodwafought.AndI'matfaultshe

isn'tevenpickingupmycalls."

Nizi:"Siyamthandayinton'ewrongongabanthwana

bakhonamhlanjefirstlyNkanyezixakekenelove

triangleyakheshedoesn'tknowwhotochoose



betweenlongtimeboyfriendandrecentone

secondlyUvuyofoundoutthathedoesn'tactually

lovehisgirlfrienditwaslustandhisgirlfriend

movedonandhegetsupseteverytimeheseesher

withanotherboytothepointwherehewillbe

gettinghisgirlfriendbacktomorrow.Thirdly

ChumanifoughtwithEyodwaandhisatfault."

Siya:"aniyaziwhybedyolaabanthwana.Whynigowa

ngexetshaelinyenonkenorh?"

-idon'tknowwhytheyaredating.Whyareyouall

goingthroughahardtimeatthesametime?

Welaughed.

Siya:"what'syourstorywithEyodwa."

Me:"IkindainsultedherIthoughtshewaspregnant

sinceshewashavingsymptomsofpregnant

women.AndyouknowIcan'tmakeanyone



pregnantIthoughtshecheatedandIinsultedher

forthat.Butsheain'tthedoctorsaidso."

Theybothpinchedme.

Me:"ouch."

Nizi:"youknowthatshewouldnevercheaton."

Me:"Iwasjustconfusedatthattime."

Siya:"Ihavealwaystoldyoutoalwaysstaycalm.

Youcan'tjustinsultsomeoneespeciallyEyodwa

goodluckinwinningherback.Shewillnowthink

youdon'ttrusther."

Me:"Imessedup."

.



.

Eyodwandonihasn'tbeenansweringmytextsand

shejustpostedavideoofhersingingDoingit

wrongbyDrake.

IhateitwhensheignoresmebutIgetwhysheis.

NowIwillhavetoapologiseatschool.Eyodwaisa

hardnuttocrackbethunayooh.

.

.

Sekani:"haiusisbanxanawebra."

-youafool.

Theywereallpissedoff,ofwhatIdid.

Me:"haikodwaputyourselvesinmyshoeswhat

wouldyouhavedone?"



Ntlakanipho:"Ihateitwhenyourightbutthestacks

alwaystellsustocalmdownbeforereactingand

youdidtheopposite."

Theysaidpunchingme.

Me:"sanundiphakanyelaizani1by1."

-cometomeonebyonenotatthesametime.

Welaughed.Thebellrangandwewenttoourclass.

Shewasignoringmethewholeday.

Teddy(classmate):"baxabenenyaniguys."

-theyreallyfoughtguys.

TheyalllaughedmeandEyodwachuckled.We

wereintheEnglishclass.



Brenda:"andbythelooksofthingsChumani

moshile."

Welaughed.

Anga:"otherwiseakhontoingapheliyoguys."

-everythingends.

IlookedatEyodwashewasalsolookingatme.The

classlaughed.

Sekani:"sozepheleguys.BazodyolaBethanda

bengathandikum"

-itwon'tend.Theywilldatewhethertheylikeitor

not.

Me:"wedidn'tbreakupguyscalmdown.Wejust

hadalittleargument."



Eyodwa:"little?"

Theclasslaughed.

Me:"ndakcelatorhobabynotapha.Let'spretend

likewehappy.Ourenemiesarehappynow."

-pleaseBabynothere..

Theclasslaughed.WorstpartIwassittingnextto

her.Ipoutedmylipslookingatherandshelooked

theotherway.Wealllaughed.Mxmnedramalo.

Thebellrangandweallwalkedout.Eyodwawentto

MrsSmith'sclass.SoIcouldn'tgotoher.Wegot

outsideandEmihlewasdancingwithherTwin.

It'sliketheyarenotnewhere.Butit'sagoodthing



thattheyarecomfortableinanewschool.Some

findithardtoadjust.Period.

Us:"rhaayakwazidlalangesinqaEsihle."

-Esihlecanplaywithhiswaist.

Weallwenttothecirclethateveryonemade

cheeringforthem.Theyboughtaspeakeragain

todaytheonewithwheels.Theywereplaying

FutsekbyMaxHavoc.

Ntlakanipho:"aaguysjonganicherryyam."

-noguyslookatmygirlfriend.

Hesaidloudlyeveryonelookedathimandcheered

more.Guystheydancebetterthanme,Even.The

songendedandtheyplayedBassDownTathione

byCardiB.



Thenoisewentlouder.Emihlestartedtwerkingand

Esihlewasholdingherbackmovinghiswaistup

anddownonherass.Yougetthepicturemocyeah.

Ntlakaniphostoppedthemusic.Everyonewenthaa.

Him:"aaguysIknowtheyaretwinsnebutstillno

onehastherighttomovetheythingbymybaby's

ass."

Wealllaughed.

Me:"lapdanceforwenake."

Everyoneagreed.Thetwinswhereredfrom

laughing,yellowbone.Esihleswitchedonthemusic

andEmihlegaveNtlakaniphoalapdance.



Everyonewascheeringforthem.Ntlakanipho

crossedhisarmsandheldherwaist.Yoohhaiguys

ndithibekuphambenewonkeumtungaba.

-everyonewentcrazybecauseofthem.

Aswewerestillcheeringsomeonecamewiththeir

ownspeakerMakingalotofnoise.Welookedback

anditwasEyodwawearingblacksunglasses

wheelingabiggerspeakerplayingEmcimbini.

Everyonewasbyhernow.Shestarteddancingand

shewasseriousabebusweniesour.Aaguysno

undenzaumona.OkayguysEyodwadance'sbetter

thanthetwins.

Everyonewascheeringandshewasmovingaround

freelylikebezivaguys.Justthanshetookouta

whistleandThebelebeplayed.

Thistimeshewasdancingwiththetwinsit'slike



theypracticedcausetheywerealldoingthesame

thing.Eyodwastoppedthemusic.

Her:"otherwisesezobethibellguys."

Theyallwenthaa.ThansheplayedGenesisbyDj

Ligwa.Ialsowenttodancewiththemandyou

knowhowgirlsaretheywereallscreaming.

Wewereallenjoyingourselves.Kumnandiesgela

guysrhaa.

-

-

-

-

-
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-

EYODWA

AftertheChaoswecausedthebellrang.Weall

wenttoourclasses.ButIfirstwenttogivethe

speakersownhisspeakerback.

Idon'tevenknowhimbutyeah.Ihavebeen

ignoringChumanitodaycauseIwassofuckenhurt.

I'mjustteachinghimalessontonevereverinsult

meagain.Andit'sseemslikehedoesn'ttrustme.

Andthatpissesmeoffmore.



Wehavebeentogetherfor5monthsandyoustill

don'ttrustmenigga?Thanthereissomeshitwrong

withyou.

ThebellrangandIwalkedoutofftheEconomics

class.Theotherstudentswereleftbehind.They

wereplacingordersforValentine'sday.

OhIwillhavetogototownonThursdaytobuymy

babysomethingspecial.Iwalkedtothetackshop

sinceIwashungryIdidn'teatatfirstbreak.

Someonetappedmyshoulder.Ilookedbackitwas

Sekani.Hewaswalkingalone.Igavehimahug

afterdoingourhandshake.

Him:"jongaesabanxasakhosaculapha."

-lookthatfoolofyoursissinging.



Hesaidpointingatthetuckshop.Mostoftheboys

weretheresingingamagwijo.Welaughed.

Me:"mxm."

Him:"celifavour."

Me:"shot."

Him:"boom."

Welaughed.

Him:"soyouknowhowthingsareworkingbetween

meandAphiweso.Herbrotherswanttomeetthis

friendofhers.Theydon'tknowthatsheisdating

andtheythinkI'm..."



Me:"wantmetopretendlikeI'mherfriend?"

Him:"yeah.PluswewillbegoingtoPretoriaon

Friday."

Me:"fineIwillpretendlikeI'mherfriendbutit'sa

onceofthing."

Hehuggedtheshitoutofme.

Me:"ouch."

Heletgoandwelaughed.Wegottothetuckshop.

Chumanisangcomingtomeandtheysangafter

him.Icouldn'thelpbutBlush.

Hegavemeapieandafanta500mlbottle.



Him:"shomajita."

Hesaidlookingatthem.Theywhistled.Hepulled

meandwewalkedtothequietsideattheschool.I

atemypie.

Him:"babyI'msorry.IknowIwaswrongfor

insultingyou.Thosesymptomsjustcaughtmeoff

guard.Ididn'tmeantoinsultyou.I'malsosorryfor

thinkingthatyoucheated.IknowitsoundedlikeI

don'ttrustyoubutIactuallydomylove.Celuxolelu

Radebewakhobaby.UyayaziinawebaAndiyonto

ngaphandlekwako.Yayaziinaweusukuxaluphelile

singathethisanindiskendiphambene.Celaundi

xolelebabyndakuthembisaukubasobiphinde

yenzekelentobiyenzekile.Ndakuthembisababo

lwamukubaasobendiiphindendikutukendingaku

thembi."

-canyoupleaseforgiveyourRadebe.Youalso

knowI'mnothingwithoutyou.Youknowwhena



daygoesbywithusnottalkingIjustgocrazy.

Pleaseforgivemebaby,Ipromiseyouwhat

happenedwillneverhappenagain.Ipromiseyou

babyIwillneverinsultandnottrustyou.

Okayguys.Let'sgetthisstraighteverytimehe

speaksisiXhosaIjustbecomewet.Iwipedthetear

thatwasrunningdownhischeek.

Himcryingformemeansalottome.Healsowiped

thetearsinmyeyes.Wehugged.

Him:"nomorefightingne?"

Inodded.

Him:"ndakuthandasthandwasam."

-iloveyou,mylove.



Me:"ndakuthandaNamRadebe."

-iloveyoutoo.

Hegavemepeck.

Him:"yousofuckenbeautiful."

Hesaidwithhislipsstillonmine.IBlushedwithmy

eyesclosed.Wekissed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

UVUYO



Nkanyezi:"IhatethefactthatI'mgaining.Wewon't

beabletoswipeanymorenow."

Me:"youareruiningusbra.Youshouldloose

weight."

Her:"myboyfriendslovemelikethis."

Welaughed.

Me:"youplayingwithfire."

Her:"onlyCraigismyboyfriend.Mythingwith

EsihlewillbeaWhatchamacallit."

Me:"suybizaduruiyicheating."

-don'tcallitexpensivewhenit'scheating.



Welaughed.Wewereactuallysittingtogether.It's

breaktime.HerbestfriendHlombekaziisn'tat

schoolandshedoesn'thaveotherfriendssome

beingherotherhalfichosetochillwithher.

Her:"itain'tcheatingbroit'saWhatchamacallit.So

don'tmixupthe2."

Me:"makesureyoudon'tgetcaughtwithyour

entanglement.Youdon'twantCraigrednowDon't

you."

Wecrackedlaughing.

Her:"aane.Mxmyadikawena."

-nomarn.Yousoirritating.

Me:"uphiLuminorhndihambe?"



-whereisLumisothatIcango?

Welltheyall(mycousins)decidedtoschoolhere.

Her:"nobaukwichomiiezakhe.YayaziiAndihlali

nabo."

-maybesheisbyherfriends.YouknowIdon'tsit

withthem.

Ishookmyhead.JustthanCraigcame.Meandhim

didahandshake.

Him:"canIborrowherforafew."

Me:"youcanIwasactuallygoingnow."

Igavemysisterapeckbeforegoing.That'susfor

you.Everyonefindsitcute.Ilovemysistersomuch



guys.AsIwaswalkingtothefieldIsawFefewith

herboyfriend.

Iwenttothem.

Me:"yeahshota.Celicherryleyam."

-canIhavemygirlfriend.

Him:"didn'tyousayyouguysbroke?"

IpulledFefeawayfromhim.

Fefe:"Uvuyoaama..."

Ididn'tevenletherfinishhersentenceIjustkissed

her.Sheresponded.Everyoneonewentlikewuh.

Youknowhowpeopleare.

-



-

-

-

-

NKANYEZI

Craig:"youguysaresoawkward."

Igiggledhittinghischestplayfully.

Me:"that'susforyou."

Him:"wewillbecelebratingour1yearanniversary

onFridaysowhatdoyouhaveforme?"

Welaughed.

Me:"I'mtheonewhoissupposetoaskyouthat."



Him:"wellyouwillseewhatIgotyouonFriday."

Me:"nowIcan'twait.Plusit'sValentine'sday."

Him:"Rememberwhenwestarteddating."

Welaughed.

Me:"yeah.Itwassoawkward.Ablackdatinga

white.Buttheyendedupfindinguscute.Look

wherewearenow."

Hesmiledandgavemeapeck.Iblushed.

Him:"andwewerenotevenseriousatthattime."



Me:"youwerestillaplayboyremember."

Him:"butIchangedbaby.Onlyforyou."

ThathurtsthatI'mslylycheatingonhim.Itpains

meintheheart.I'mmeanhislegit.Heactually

changedjusttobewithmeandnooneelse.

Me:"anIappreciatethatmylove."

Isaidwithsomuchguilt.Ismiledlookingathim.He

kissedme.

Him:"Iloveyouokay?"

Hesaidthroughthekiss.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."



.

.

Iwasinourroom(mineandUvuyo's)watching

Esihlevideodancingathisschool.Fuckhecan

movehiswaist.

Justthanhecalled.

Me:"hey."

Isaidhappily.

Him:"Nkwenkwezi.Whatyouuptoo?"

Me:"watchingyourtrendingvideosoftoday."

Welaughed.



Him:"oohmxmlonto.That'snothingcomparedto

myothervideos."

1thingabouthim,unamatshamba.

Me:"youhaveotherones?"

Him:"yeahyoushouldcheckmeuponTiktok."

ItookmyMacBookproandwenttotiktok.

Me:"fuckthisguy.Theoneyoudidthegrindon."

Him:"awubawelindiyenzekuwe."

-don'tyouwantmetodoittoyou.



Igiggled,helaughed.

Me:"phambene."

-youmad.

Him:"awuzotsbokexasendiyfakayonkendingena

laway."

-youwon'tsaysowhenIgrindlikethatentering

withthefulllength

Me:"asifzandifumana."

-youwillgetme.

Him:"Ihaveyoualready."

Welaughed.



Me:"mxm."

Him:"sakbawelingeloxetsha.Iswearyouwillcome

runningtomekamnandinawebonilebandidlala

njaningesinqa."

-youalsosawhowiplaywithmywaist.

Me:"leyakhonosisterwakho?"

-theonewithyoursister?

Him:"yeah."

Welaughed.

Me:"brothat'syourtwin."

Him:"soanitshonaweyoukissyourtwin."



Welaughed.Itellhimeverythinghealsodoes.

Me:"yeahbutstill.It'slikeyouguyssleeptogether."

Him:"tukekanthiangandikabaNtlakaniphopha."

-ntlakaniphowouldkickmethere.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"Craigwillalsokickyou."

Him:"inhiswildestdreams.Hedoesn'tevenknow

thatIexistinyourlife."

Welaughed.



Me:"youdon'tevensoundbothered."

Him:"whyshouldI?Atleastwebothhaveyou.But

I'mtappingthatpussyfirst."

Me:"thisguy."

Him:"that'smemarkingmyterritory."

Me:"yoohaawena."

Him:"what?PlusFriday.Youwillbemydate.Weare

hittingaclub."

Me:"neverbeentoaclubbefore."

Him:"thereisafirsttimeforeverything.UmnaI'm

heretotakeyouonaadventureyouhavenever



beentobefore.Andtrustmeyouwillenjoyit."

Me:"youhavebeensayingthat."

Him:"Iknow."

Me:"plusIwillbebymygrandmothershousesoit

willbeeasiertogetout."

Him:"good.Hopeyoucandancecausewewillbe

dancingthewholenight.Theclubwillbefullof

teenagers.Yourbrotherishostingtheparty."

Me:"Chumani?"

Him:"yeah.Yajaivasosurelyyoucantoo."

Me:"Ihateeyesunlikeyou."



Him:"youwon'tonFriday."

Me:"Ihateyou."

Him:"andIloveyousomuch."

Welaughed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

Todayit'sFridaymeaningit'sValentine'sday.And



I'mhostingapartytonight.At3ammeandmybro's

includingmybabyweshouldbeatPretoria.

IwonderwhowilldrivecauseI'msurewewillallbe

wasted.WejustUbertoPretoriawethu.

o'SiyabayazithandaZinto.Idon'tknowwhythey

ain'tgoingtheretomorrowwhenit'sthedayofthe

mission.

Mom:"whatdidyougether?"

IshowedthemeverythingIgotforEyodwa.

Siya:"yooh."

Nizi:"Eyodwaissofuckenlucky.R5000?"



Ismiled.

Siya:"wenaUvuyo?"

Uvuyo:"Iboughtahamperphasgela."

Hesmirkedandwelaughed.Ifistbumpedhim.

Nizi:"Nkanyezi?"

Her:"haihaisozeyooh."

Welaughed.Ihighfivedher.

Siya:"ningandibuzi."

-don'taskme.



Nizi:"nam."

-metoo.

Weburstoutlaughing.Theparentswehave.

.

.

Igottoschool2minutesbeforethebellrings.I

parkedmycarandtookoutthethingsIgotafter

fixingmysneaker.

Wearewearingclothestoday.Iwalkedoutand

everyonewasalreadyfollowingmemakingavideo.

Andmebeingmendahambangalawalkyetshamba.

IgottothequadwhereEyodwawas.Sekanitoldme

wheretheywere.Thegirlsstartedscreaming.

KelvintappedEyodwaonthatshoulderandpointed

atme.



Shelookedbackandstartedtearingupassoonas

shesawme.Shewassobeautifultoday.Igotto

herandgaveherthebouquetofrosesIgotforher.

Everyonewassurroundingusnow.Igaveherahug

andwipedhertears.Ialsogavehertheenormous

teddybear.Iwasleftwiththegiftbagnow.

:"Sifunubonangapakathi."

-wewanttoseewhat'sinside.

Saidaloudvoiceamongthescreamsandwhistles.

IfirsttookoutmyRelayt-shirt.

Me:"guysshelovesstealingmyclothes(weall

laughed)soIthoughtIshouldbringhermyt-shirt

sothateverytimeshemissesmeshecanjust

snuggleittosleepplusIwastedyonkecologneyam

kuso."



Everyone:"ncoo."

IgaveSekanithet-shirt.Itookoutthechocolate

andgavethemtoSekani.Itookoutthevouchers.

Me:"thisisaspavoucher.Shecangoandgetafull

bodymassagewithit."

Everyone:"yoooh."

Someweregettingemotionalnow.Sowasiandmy

baby.

Me:"andtheothervoucherisforhertospoilherself

atDiorR5000laphaklevoucher."

Everyone:"yiyontwanayiyo."



Theywherescreaming.

Me:"Iwasplanningongivingherthepromisering

todaybutshealreadyhasitsoIalsoboughthera

bracelet."

Isaidputtingonthebraceletaroundherwrist.

Me:"IloveyouEyodwandoniLanga."

Isaidcuppingherfacekissingher.Idon'tknow

wheretheygettheenergytoscreaminthemorning

buttheywerescreaming.

-

-

-

-



-
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NKANYEZI

IgottoschoolandCraigwaswaitingformethere.I

smiledapproachinghim.

Him:"happy1yearanniversaryandValentine'sday."

Hewasredfromblushing.IalsoBlushedkissing



him.hegavemearose.

Him:"lookIgotusthese."

Hesaidtakingout2Whitet-shirtsfromHemisphere,

underneaththehemispheresightherewasaC.P

andaN.P.Iteareduplookingathim.

Me:"babe."

Hehuggedme.

Him:"youwilltaketheonewithmyinitialsandIwill

taketheonewithyourinitials."

Me:"Iloveyou."

Him:"Iloveyoutoo."



Wekissed.

Him:"Ialsogotyouthis."

Hegavemeaboxfullofdifferentkindsof

chocolates.AaguysIloveCraigsomuch.

Me:"baby."

Isaidsoftly.

Him:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Wekissedforawhiletillthebellrang.



.

.

Afterschoolhetookmetoaseafoodrestaurant.

Me:"ifthisisdisgustingyoueatingit."

Welaughed.Iwasplayingwithsomethinglooking

likerice.Idon'tknowseafood.Wemightberichat

homebutwedon'tlikeseafood.

Craig:"tryityouwilldefinitelylikeit."

Me:"ruu."

Isaidscaringhimwiththeprawns.Weburstout

laughing.

Him:"niemanmoeniemetkosspel."



-nomarndon'tplaywithfood.

Me:"hierdiedingissnaakskykdit."

-thesethingsaresnaakslookatthis.

Welaughed.

Him:"youmad."

WestartedeatingandhewasfeedingmeandIwas

alsofeedinghim.Iwasenjoyingmytimewithhim.

-

-

-

-

-

EMIHLE



AftertheemotionalmomentChumaniandEyodwa

gaveus.Theteacherswerealsowatchingand

someweremakingvideos.

Weallwenttotheclass.Theteacherwasdoingthe

absenteeslistaknockcamethrough.

Ms:"comein."

Ntlakaniphowalkedinfollowedbyallhisfriends.

Hehadgiftswithhim.Everyoneintheclasslooked

atmeandIcoveredmyfacewithmyhands.They

laughed.

Ntlakanipho:"morningma'amsorrytodisturbyou.I

cameheretoGiveEmihleherValentine'sgifts."

Thewholeclassscreamed.Theteacherlaughed.



Ms.:"EmihlecomecollectyourValentine'sgiftfrom

Mr.Vice."

Istoodupandtheyscreamedmore.Igottothe

frontandhehuggedme.

Sekani:"kuphamfondininathisifunubona."

-takethemoutwealsowanttosee.

WeallLaughed.Hegavemeasinglerose.Hetook

outacolognefromRedDoor,smallTeddybearand

anecklace.

Him:"don'tlooseitbabyandmakesurenoone

touchesit(wealllaughed)it'sexpensive."

Wandinxibisa.Theyscreamedmore.Hethantook

outabraceletwrittenSlindokuhle,hissecondName.



Hewipedthetearsinmyeyes.

Him:"andIalsoboughtherbraceletwrittenmy

secondnamesinceshelovesusingit."

Kelvin:"Nazineexpensivechocolatesthathe

boughtforher.Theycostathousandguys."

Hesaidgivingmeabasketfullofexpensive

chocolates.Theywhistled.

Esihle:"kuzobamnandinamhlanje."

-it'sgoingtobeagreatdaytoday.

Welaughed.IjustattachedNtlakaniphowithahug.

Heliftedmeupandspinnedmearound.Iwas

giggling.



Everyone:"ncoo."

Hegavemeapeck.

Him:"Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Hegavemeanotherpeckandkissedmyeyesand

forehead.

Them:"ncoMan."

Ntlakanipho:"Iwillseeyouafterschool."

Inodded.



Ntlakaniphoandhisbro's:"Thankyouma'am.Bye."

Ms.:"Bye."

Ntlakaniphowinkedbeforegettingout.Itookmy

things.

Ms.:"Iwillhelpyouonlyifyougiveme1chocolate."

Welaughed.Igottomydeskandlookedatmy

bracelet.Ilovehim.Histhegreatestthingthathas

everhappenedtome.

-

-

-

-

-



NKANYEZI

Me:"babyIhavetogoit'sgettinglate."

Wewerecuddlinginhisroomwatchingmovies.

Him:"letmeaccompanyyou."

Wekissed.Hehelpedmewearmyshoes.

Him:"come."

Itookmyphoneandwewalkedout.Myschoolbag

isalreadyatmygrandmother'shouse.Igreetedhis

family.

Theyaresofondofme.Exceptforhisfather.There

issomethingoffabouthim.Wewalkedoutsideand

westopped1houseAWAY.



Him:"Ienjoyedmydaywithyou."

Hisright.Itwasagreatdaytoday.Ienjoyedmyself.

Me:"metohey.Iloveyou."

Him:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wekissed.AsIwaswalkingtothegateUvuyowas

alsowalkingin.

Uvuyo:"Iwillneedyoutocoverupformetonight.I

willbegoingtotheclubwithFefe.Hostedby

uBhutt'."

Me:"I'malsogoingtherewithEsihle."



Uvuyo:"fuck.Okaywewillfindawaytosneakout

withoutbeingcaught."

Inodded.

.

.

Itookmyonesiesandgownandwalked

downstairstothekitchen.Wewillbeusingtheback

door.

Me:"ziphipjama?"

Heshowedme.Weplacedthembehindthebin.We

usedthebackdoorandrantothefront.Idon'tknow

whereIgottheenergyandthecouragetojump

overthebrickfancebuttodayIdid.

Wescreamedbeforelookingatourselvesand

laughed.Heplacedhisarmaroundmyshoulder.



Him:"herecomesourride."

Igavehimapeck.Wesmiledbeforegettingin.We

paidandgotout.

Him:"thisisourfirsttimeclubbingsolet'smakethis

daymemorable."

Wesmiledanddidourhandshake.Igavehima

peck.

:"UvuyoIhavebeenwaitingforyou."

ThatwasFefe.

Uvuyo:"shouldwewaitwithyouhereorwecango?"



Me:"noit'sfine.Esihleisonhisway."

Theynoddedwalkingaway.Theywerelaughingout

loudwalkingtothelonglinefullofcouplesonly.

Someonehuggedmefrombehind.

Hiscolognesoldhim.ItwasEsihle.Heleftwet

kissesonmyneckandalovebitecausehebiteme.

Imoaned.

Me:"Esihle."

Him:"gladyouknowmytouch."

Heturnedmearoundandattackedmewithakiss.

Asalwayshiskissesarethebest.Ibrokethekiss

buthesuckedmybottomlip.



Hepulledmytongueandourtonguesdanced

together.AaguysthisiswhatIcallakiss.It'slike

hewenttoschoolforthis.Hepulledoutandgave

meapeck.

Iheldmylipssmiling.

Me:"didyouwenttoschoolforthis?"

Helaughed.

Him:"nope"

Welaughed.

Him:"youareafastlearnerIsee.Igotyou

something."



Hetookoutaoldnecklace.Whatthefuck?

Him:"IknowitlooksoldbutIgotthisfrommy

grandmother.ShetoldmeIshouldgivetothelove

ofmylife.ThepersonthatI'msureIwillspendthe

restofmylifewith.Butshediedbeforeshecan

evenseeyou."

Nowthathehasmentionedit.Ifeelsospecial.I

meanthisishergrandmother'snecklace.

Me:"Ican'tacceptthis."

Isaidsoftly.Hewipedmytears.

Him:"pleaseacceptit.Iloveyouokay?Lookinside

theheartIwroteastarandEsihle.ButIdon'tthink

youwillseeitsinceit'sdarknow."



Inodded.Undinxibiseyona.Hekissedmyforehead.

Me:"Iloveyousosomuch."

Henodded.Itookofthesunglasseshewas

wearingandwipedhistears.

Him:"Iloveyoumore."

Wekissedbeforewalkingin.Itwasfullrhaa.Icould

alreadyfeelthevidendingena.Andguesswhat.

Eyodwawastheonedjing,Chumaniwasbesides

her.

-

-

-

-

-



EYODWA

AfterthegreatdayIhadatschool.Iwentwithhim

tohishouse.Wehadourpicnicthere.

Me:"lookwhatIgotus."

Isaidtakingoutbracelets.Togethertheyforma

heart.Ihaveonehalfandhehastheother.He

lookedatmeandsmiled.

Him:"youdidn'thaveto."

Me:"Iwantedto.Lookcloselyatyours.Ithasa05

andmine09.The5thofSeptember."

Sadibanisaabaheart.Helookedatmeandattacked

mewithahug.



Him:"ndakthanda."

Me:"ndakuthanndanam."

Afteroursessionwemadelovethewholeday

beforedressingupforthenight.Wewereboth

wearingshorts,uzzivestandblackleatherjacket

andblacksunglasses.

Him:"let'sgo."

Hepoutedigavehimapeck.Wewalkedoutand

gottotheclub.Wehadfreeaccessnotlikeothers.

Myequipmentwasalreadyhere.

SoIjustwentonstagewithChumanianditwas

alreadyfull.Istartedplayingmusicandtheywent

crazy.IplayedSandton.



Me:"let'sgodance."

That'sourfavoritedancingsong.Wetookour

plasticcups.Iwasdrinkingginandtonicwaterand

hewasdrinkingHennessy.Westoodonstageand

starteddancing.

Everyonecheeredlookingatus.Weplacedour

cupsdownanddancedproperly.Thesongended

andIplayedAskiesbyMoonchild.Thetwins

(January)cametojoinus.

Andtheyscreamedmore.MeandChumanijust

watchedthemdrinking.

.

Iplacedanendlesslistandwenttojoineveryone.

ChumaniwasattheViPsectionwiththebro's.I

spotNkanyeziandUvuyo.Ilaughedbeforegoingto

them.



NkanyeziwaswithEsihle.Heeabanthwana.Iwant

tothemfirst.

Me:"whatdoyouwanthere?"

Theybothjumpedandlookedatme.Theywere

busysmilingandallwhenIgottothem.They

lookedateachotherthanme.

Ishruggedtakingoffmysunglassesanddrinking.

Me:"haiboguysI'masking?Startyapping"

Esihle:"yapyapyap."

Welaughed.

Nkanyezi:"pleasedon'ttellmybrotherthatI'mhere."



Me:"I'mnotasnitchjustmakesuresheissafe

Esihle.Ifsomethinghappenstoheryouatfault

sincesheisyourdate."

Theysmiled.

Me:"byes."

Iworemysunglassesandkissedboththeircheeks.

TheylaughedandIchuckled.IwenttoUvuyo

drinking.

Me:"whatdoyouwanthere?"

Theyalsojumped.Hewaswithhisgirlfriend.

Him:"pleasedon'ttellmybrother."



Me:"I'mnotasnitch.Justmakesuresheissafe.

Bye."

Isaidkissingtheircheekswalkingawayfromthem.

Theylaughed.BanthwanabakhaSiyanoNizi.

.

.

.

Iknockedatthedoor.IwasatAphiwe'shouse

doorstep.WearingmyOliviagreencargopantswith

aorangehoodie.Finishedthelookwithsunglasses,

nosepiercingandmyshininglipgloss.Noonewas

openingupsoIwentin.

Me:"Hey!!"

Iyelled.It'slikeIdidn'thavehavehangoverjustthis

morning.Therewasnooneinthelounge.Some



camedownstairsothersfromthekitchen.Aphiwe

camefromdownstairs.

Shewassurprisedtoseeme.ThatfoolSekani

didn'teventellherthatI'mcoming.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyyoudidn'topenup.Butit'sa

freeworldthat'swhyIgotin.(takingofmy

sunglassesandpushingmyAfroback.Ididn'ttieit

up).Yazichomiiephosiwe.Izolobenditshilokuwe

masiyeklapartyokolindelewenaphabeyidate

yamluckyIgotin.Yousuchabadfriend.Butwe

notthere.Celenindenzelenyamaguyshlisi

babalazayooh."

Theywerejustdroolingoverme.Ismiledtakingthe

hairawayfrommyface.IshoulddoDreads.

-

-

-



-

-

-
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Esihle:"Ididn'tthinkshewouldcomeovertous."

Me:"bro.Justhopethatmybrotherwon'tseeme.

ButworrylessEyodwaisnotasnitch."



Him:"corrupt?"

Me:"yeah.Irememberwhentherewasabraaiatmy

house.ShegaveusafullbottleofRussianBearne

SkyVodka."

Welaughed.

Esihle:"faneluphambana."

-shemustbecrazy.

Me:"bra.Wonkeumtuyayienjoy.acompanyyakhe

evenmydadlovesher.Everyoneissofondofher.

Namlo."

Him:"Namtch."

-metoo.



Welaughed.

Him:"Ihopeyouenjoyingyournight."

Hesaidtakingsomethingawayfrommylips.

Me:"yesIam.Ireallydoenjoyyourcompany."

Hesmiled.Hegavemeapeck.

Me:"Ihatewhateveryoudrinking."

Him:"rhaaCirocle.WenaselintoezincaneBreezer

baby?."

Me:"mnandiiva."



-taste.

Isaidmakinghimdrink.Healsomademedrink

Ciroc.Icoughedandhelaughed.Thatshittastes

bitterakadashi.

Me:"siesmarnEsihle.Yousuchabadboyfriend."

Him:"woah."

Welaughed.

Him:"yaxokaI'magoodone."

Me:"Iwon'tbehereifyouwere."

Helookedatmeandweburstoutlaughing.



Him:"thereisalotofthingsthatwestillaregoingto

do.Youwillenjoyyourselfwithme.That'safact."

Me:"fingerscrossed."

Him:"fingerscrossed."

Wekissed.

.

.

Uvuyo:"noonehadevertoldmethatclubbingwas

thisfun."

Wewerewalkingtotheback.It'stheearlyhoursof

theday,2am.

Me:"bro."



Iwastipsyandhewasdrunk.Overall?Itwasfun.I

hadthebestValentine'sdayeverinmylife.

Him:"weshoulddothisagain."

Me:"duringMarchholidays."

Henoddedandstartedsingingagain.Iclosedhis

mouth.

Me:"shh."

Henodded.Hesangquietly.Igiveup.Wegottothe

backandopenedthedoor.Wequicklyworeour

pjama'sandgownsovertheclothes.Weleftour

sneakersoutside.



Justthangrannycamedownstairs.Itookoutthe

milkfromthefridge.

Uvuyo:"makeitquicksis.I'Msleepy."

Inodded.

Granny:"whatareyou2doinghere?"

Uvuyoburped.

Him:"sorry."

ThankGodwehadMintsallthewayfromtheclub

tillhereorhewouldhavesoldusoutthatwedrunk

thewholenight.

Me:"Iwasn'tsleepysoIaskedhimtoaccompany



metodrinkmilkgranny.Goodnight."

IsaidpullingUvuyo.Weranupstairs.Wegotinthe

roomandIsighedlookingforhim.Wegotinbed

andcuddledtosleep.

-

-

-

-

-

-

APHIWE

Sam:"whereisthatfriendofyours?"

Sekanihasn'tevengottenbacktomeifEyodwawill

comeornot.Dammit.

Me:"sheiscoming.Letmegocheckuponher."



SamandVusiwenttothekitchenwillme,Akhoand

Oyamawentupstairs.Mylifeissofuckenblissful.

Everythingisgreatnow.

Ijusthopethingswillbelikethisforever.Iwanna

bethisHappyforever.Igottomyroomandtried

callingSekani.

:"Thesubscriberyouhavedialedis.."

Me:"fuckyoumlungu."

Iswitchedoffmyphoneandpacedaroundthe

room.AsIwasreadytocomecleansomeone

shouteddownstairs.

:"Hey!!"



ThatwasEyodwa.Irandownstairssodidmy

brothers.GuysmhleEyodwa.Nomatterwhatshe

wears.Shedoesn'tevenhaveawellbuiltbodybut

herclothesalwayslooksgreatonher.Yakwazi

mxibelemzimbawakhe.

Youknowwhatshesaidnext.Wewereallstuck.Me

too.Ididn'tknowhowtoreact.Mybrothersjaws

wereonthefloortheyweredroolingoverher.

I'mnotsurprisedthatshesaidshewantsmeat.She

oncefoughtforitklk.Andqavilethat'swhyshe

wasn'tshytospeakhermindout.

Mybrothers:"Iwillgetyouthemeat."

Theyallrantothekitchenbumpingeachother.



Eyodwa:"njaniumenjenawe?"

-howcanyoustandstill?

Welaughed.

Me:"Sekanididn'ttellmeyouwerecoming."

Her:"mxmsbanxaesoandtheyarestillsleeping."

Me:"Iguessbekhumnandizolo."

-itwasfunyesterday.

Her:"bro."

Shelookedatmesmiling.Welaughed.

Her:"phosiwesham.Idon'tknowwhyyoudidn't



comeI'msureyouwouldhavealsoenjoyed

yourself.Sisbanxa.Howcanyoumissoutonso

muchfun."

Me:"hlalanobhutt'bamklk."

-ileavewithmybrother.

Her:"ngekudalandaphumangefestireumna.

Phoffzandiphumangayo."

-iwouldhavegottenoutusingawindow.Iusedto

getoutusingit.

Weburstoutlaughing.MxmnowIseewhypeople

loveheralot.

Me:"ndingawandisaqalabekinyawu."

-iwouldfallonmyfirstattempt.



Her:"aafunekehlaleNamsothatndikucorrupt.e

more."

-youmustchillwithmesothatIcancorruptyou.

Welaughed.

Me:"ifIwasstillinJohannesburg."

Her:"distanceeish."

Me:"kubi."

Her:"ndithikubirdmntase."

Welaughed.

Me:"thankyouforcominganyway.Yousavedme



fromconfessing."

Her:"it'snothing.Justhelpingafriendout."

Shesaidsmiling.Ialsosmiledandattackedher

withahug.Shehuggedmebackandwegiggled.

Justthanmybrotherscamebackwiththemeat.

Eyodwa:"youguysarelifesavers."

ShesaidsmilingtakingtheTrey.

Akho:"soyouarethefriend?"

Her:"yeah.Sorryforbeingrudebystealingher.Just

thatI'malwaysinarushorbusywhenyouwantto

meetme.Schoolthings.Grade11ain'tajoke."



Theynodded.Wowsheisincredibleto.

Sam:"soyoulocatedinJohannesburg?"

Her:"yeah(drinking)wouldliketogotomyhouse

foraswim?"

Weallburstoutlaughing.

Vusi:"mxm."

Her:"Idon'tknowwhyeveryonelaughswhenIask

themthatquestion.EvenmyMathsteacher

laughed.I'mtryingtobekind."

Welaughed.

Sam:"whoaskssomeoneiftheywantaswim?"



Her:"Ido.Youshouldtryit.It'sfun.Ialsomadeyou

guyslaugh.Likeguyskumnandiyenzabanthuba

hleke.Itmakesmefeelsospecial.1thingaboutme

isthatIlovetalking.Soletmetellyoumystories.I

lovemakingpeoplelaugh.Iknowi'minsanebutyou

won't..."

Shewastalkingsofast.Welaughedather.

Oyama:"woahslowdown."

Her:"okayokay.WouldyouguysbelieveitifItold

youIgotarrestedtwice?"

Us:"mxmyaxoka."

-youlying.



Welaughed.

Her:"serious.FirstlyIwasarrestedforclubbingand

I'mtallsotheownerdidn'tseetheneedtochase

meoutIwasdejayingforher."

Us:"mxmyaxoka."

Her:"seriousguysHee."

Welaughed.

Akho:"canyouevendj?"

Her:"sunxama."

-wait.



ShelickedherfingersandplacedtheTreydown.

Her:"ndinibonise.Ndingubaniumna."

-letmeshowyou.HowamI?

Sheopenedherphonesothatitcanbeatablet.She

showedusavideoofheronInstagramDJingwith

Chumaninexttoher.Shehadsomanyviews.

Theylookedatthevideothanheragain.Shesmiled.

Videoagainthanher.Shelaughed.

Sam:"whichgrade?"

Her:"11."

Shesmiled.



Vusi:"yaxokalomthana."

-thischildislying.

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"mynextgigwillbeonMarchsoIwillsend

youguysthedetailssothatyoucanseefor

yourself."

Us:"sipha"

-wewillbethere.

Welaughed.Shecontinuedtellingusherfunny

stories.IneverlaughedthewayIdid.Shewasalso

enjoyingherselfitwaslikeshewasn'twith

strangers.

Her:"sorrytocutthestoryshortguys.ButIhaveto



gonow."

Them:"youwilldefinitelyhavetocomeback."

Her:"Iwilldon'tworry.Ienjoyedmytimewithyou."

Shekissedalloftheircheeksthanbidgood-byes.

Shepulledmewithheroutside.

Me:"nowIseewhypeopleloveyou."

Shesidehuggedme.

Her:"chillwithmeandyouwilllovememore."

Me:"noted."



Wegiggledwalkingoutofthegate.IsawSekani

andhisbro'sstandingoutsideacar.Theywerea

fewhousesaway.

Her:"Iloveyourskin."

Shesaidrunningherfingeronthepealingparts.I

giggled.Wegottotheguys.Sekaniattackedme

withahug.

Me:"heys."

Theygreetedbackwithasmile.Wewalkedaway

fromthem.

Him:"howdiditgo?"

Me:"nowIseewhyeveryoneisfondofher.Shewas



makinguslaughoutassesoutbackthan.My

brothersloveher.Youknowwhatshedidwhenshe

came?"

Welaughed.

Him:"shemusthavedonesomethingcrazy.Iknow

her.Irememberthedayshemetourmothers.She

cameinthehousemakinganoise."

Me:"Iguesssheisisusedtothat.Causeshedidn't

evenknock.Shejustcameinthehouseand

shoutedhey!!."

Welaughedoutloud.

Me:"asifthatwasenough.Wedidn'trespondtoher.

Shedemandedthatshewantsmeat."



Him:"mxmyaxoka."

-youlying.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"heerytkesho.Andmybrothersmadeitforher.

Askmewhatshedidwhenshewasaskingforit."

Him:"what?"

Me:"shetookoffhersunglassesandpushedherbig

afrobackwardsandfleshedasmile.Mybrothers

wheredroolingoverherandshejustsmiledfixing

herhair."

Welaughed.

Him:"mxmsheisthebest."



Me:"shereallyis.Just1dayspendingtimewithher

andIenjoyedmyself."

Him:"youshouldstaywithherthewholetime.Trust

meyouwon'twanttogohome."

Me:"Iwishyouguysdidn'tcome.Shewasstill

tellingushercrazymoments."

Him:"didshementiontheonewhereshehidinthe

grass."

Me:"yeah."

Welaughedthinkingaboutwhatshetoldus.

-

-



-

-

-

-

EYODWA

Chumani:"howdiditgo?"

Me:"itwasfun.Ienjoyedmyself."

SekaniandAphiwelaughed.

Me:"sheissurelytellinghimaboutwhatIdid."

Kelvin:"daleni?"

-whatdidyoudo?

ItoldthemwhatIdid.Theylaughed.



Ntlakanipho:"that'ssofuckenrudebro.howcanyou

askformeatufikha."

Welaughed.

Me:"theyweredroolingovermesoIusedthattomy

advantage.AndIwascravingformeatatthattime

plusIwashungry.IlefttheGuesthousewithout

eating."

Chumani:"whydidn'tyoueat?"

HehatesitwhenIdon't.Hesaysit'snotgoodfor

myhealth.ButIgetit.Hecares.

Me:"Iwasinarush.AndthankGodIgothereatthat

time.Shewasabouttosellherselfout."



Welaughed.

.

.

.

TT:"hereIgottheGBL."

Weweregoingtogotothemissionnow.

Siya:"howdidyougetit?"

TT:"Igotitfromafriendofminethatstudied

BiomedicalTechnology."

Cage:"canhebetrusted?"

TT:"ifacorpsecanbetrustedthanyeah."



Wegaspedlaughing.Thewayhesaiditmadeit

funny.

Siya:"lenja."

Welaughed.

TT:"neverleaveanystoneunturned."

Hesaidsippinghiswhiskey.Thisguy.

Nizi:"hereareyourbreathingmasks."

Ayola:"whatwillIbekillingtheenemywith?"

Zimi:"here."



Shegaveherabottle.

Mamba:"herearetheearpieces."

Wealltooktheearpieces.

Tailor:"ZimiyournamewillbeCassandraforthe

night.Ayola,Rose.Nobuntu,Pam.Thando,Busi.

Lethabo,Linomtha.Ayabonga,Daniel.Gotit?"

Theynodded.

Kelvin:"Pam.."

Welaughed.



Nobuntu:"mxmv'tsek."

Theyworethewaitersattires.

Mike:"rememberdon'tinhalethepoisonbutwhen

everyoneisfaintingyouwillalsofaint."

Theynodded.Carshootedoutside.

Thando:"thatsourride.Wewillhearfromyouguys."

Theywalkedout.Welltheyhavetogowherethe

otherwaiterswillbesothatthevancantransport

themtothevenue.

Wealsowalkedouttothequantum.

Snakes:"iwillbegivingoutorderswithnizi."



Us:"sho."

Istartedsinginggwijoandtheyfollowed.Wewere

havingfunsham.IwasleadsingingwithSiya.

Nizi:"Ishouldhaveroadtripswithyouguys

everytime."

Welaughed.

Chumani:"Ishouldbeataxidriverumna."

Weburstoutlaughing.Hewastheonedriving.

Chumani:"easylifeguys."



Welaughed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

NIZIBONE

Afteragreattimewehadatthetaxitheywalkedout

andIwasleftwithSnakes.

Me:"canyouguyshearme."

Theyallnodded.Thewaiters.Wheredoingagreat

jobattheirposts.

Snakes:"looksliketheair-conditioningpipesare

darkEyodwa.Ihopeyouhaveaflashlightwithyou."



Me:"Igaveittoher."

Theyallnodded.

Me:"whyareyouallnodding."

TheyChuckled.

Snakes:"Cassandraandcrewyoucan'tbechuckling

peoplewillthinkyoumad."

Wealllaughedexpectthewaiterstheyweretrying

theirbestnottolaugh.

Me:"letbeserious.Eyodwaareyouready."



Her:"yeah."

Me:"okayyouarein.Gostraight."

Snakes:"takearight."

ShewasdoingasIinstructed.

Me:"Yollz.Youwillbeservingthetarget.Pourthe

poisonquickly."

Shedid.

Eyodwa:"leftorright?."

Meandsnakes:"Rightagainandyouwilljustpourit

onthesystemyousee."



Shedid.

Me:"hopeyouboysareready."

Them:"wewerebornready."

Snakes:"onemoreaircon.Theoneinthebasement.

Gofurthertoyourleftandyouseeit."

Shenoddedbeforegoingtoherleft.

Me:"letthegamesbegin."

Snakes:"waitresscloseyournoses.It'sstartingto

effectmostofthepeople."



Theynodded.Everyonefaintedtheyalsodid.

Me:"theguardsinthebasementaredown.It'syour

turnnow."

Theboyswalkedinandwentstraighttothe

basement.

Me:"youguyswillhavetowaitforawhile.Istill

needtocrackthesystem"

Isaidcrackingit.

Siya:"babyareyousureyoucandoit?"

Me:"yeahI'malm..ost.anddone."

Theyopenedthesafeanditwasfulloffmoney,



diamonds,goldandnottoforgetunobangelawale

missionthe100billiondollarmap.

Theywerehappy.Someoneopenedthedoor.Itwas

Eyodwashegotin.

Her:"it'sdarkinthererha."

Welaughedather.Wewatchedthemastheyfilled

theirbagswithwiththethings.Eachoneofthem

hadblackbagsthatarebig.

Andguesswhat?Everythingintherefilledthe

wholebags.Theywalkedoutexcited.Theygotto

us.

Iwipedthefootage.Andmadesurenothingisleft

thatwilllinkbacktous.BeforethemissionImade

sureeveryonetakesofftheirpersonalitemsrings,



necklaceect.

Us:"woah."

Wescreamedinexcitement.Afterafewminutesoff

discussofwhatwewilldoafterthis.Thepeople

startedwakingup.

Snakes:"wakeup."

Theydid.ThePolicedepartmentwashereandthe

paramedics.Theycheckedifeveryonewasfine.

Thepolicesearchedtheplace.

Adeadbodywastakenout.Theywenttothesafe

andtheyallcursed.Thewaiterscameback.Weall

screamed.



WedrovetotheGuesthousesinginghappily.Itwas

ahappydayindeed.WewalkedintheGuesthouse

Happy.

Us:"tothegoodlife!"

Wesaidthrowingthemoneyup.

Eyodwa:"champopo."

Shesaidopeningitandwecrackedoutlaughing.

SobeaphindeabadlemntanakeNandiguys.

Siya:"guys.Wefilthyrich"

Welaughed.Theywereallholdingchampagne

bottlesandIwasholdinganonalcoholicone.



Me:"tomoresuccessfulmissionandmoreofthe

goodlife."

Them:"cheers."

Wetoastedanddrankstraightfromthebottle.I

suddenlyfeltasharppaininmyabdomen.

Me:"aah."

Isaidholdingmybigtummy.Theyquicklyranto

me.

Lethabo:"sheisabouttogivebirthshecan'tcarry

fullterm.Weneedtorushhertothehospital."

Siyacarriedmeinbridalstyle.Hegavemeapeck.I

wasinpainandIwassweating.



Him:"youwillbefinebabyokay?"

Inodded.Wewalkedout.

Chumani:"successfulmissionandnowI'maboutto

meetmylittlesister.Cheerstothat."

Wealllaughed.AlthoughIwaslaughinginpain.

ThesonIhave.

-

-

-

-

-

-

Notedited
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I'msohappythatIwillfinallymeetmybabysister.

Eyodwa:"howdoyoufeel?"

Shesaidsqueezingmyhand.Shewassittingnext

tomeinwaitingroom.



Me:"happy.Ican'twaittomeether."

Shenoddedsmiling.

Me:"whenarewehavingourown?"

Shelookedatmeandwelaughed.

Her:"afterMatric.Wecantryforone."

Inoddedpushingherhairback.Itwasalloverher

face.

Me:"Ican'twait.Iwantagirlfirst."

Her:"Daddy'sPrincess."



Shetriedrollinghereyes.Welaughed.

Me:"shewillbeadaddy'sgirlofCourse."

Her:"whatever.Iwasthinkingofdoingdreads."

Me:"BobMarley."

Weburstoutlaughing.Everyonelookingatusand

Chuckled.

Her:"v'tsek."

Me:"justsaying.Sothiqingawesewuculuone

love."

Welaughed.



Her:"aamarnRadebeI'mserious.Willtheysuit

me?"

Ishrugged.

Her:"yesorno?"

Me:"maybe."

Her:"ndizowenzaandifndimbiyouratfault."

-iwilldothemandifI'muglyyouratfault.

Me:"whyme?"

Isaidsulking.



Her:"youmybetterhalf."

Ismiled.

Me:"yeahryt."

:"Hey"

Welookedupandaoldnursewasstandinginfront

ofussmiling.

Us:"moloma."

-evening

Her:"itmightnotbenowbutthereisahugestorm

comingyourway.Butyouwillfindeachotheragain.

ItmighttakelongbutDon'tworryeverythingwillbe

okay.Neverlosehopeineachother.Youwere



madeforeachother.Anddon'tforgettopray."

WelookedateachothernoEyodwawhenwe

lookedupagainshewaslonggone.

Eyodwa:"whatwasshetalkingabout?"

Ishrugged.

Me:"nowI'mworriedinwhatwillhappentous.

Pleasepromisemeyouwillneverleaveme."

Her:"Ipromisebaby."

Shesaidwithaworriedvoice,Iwasalsoworried.

Wehuggedtightly.

:"NizibonePlaatjies?"



Weallstoodup.

Dr.:"woah.Suchahugefamily."

WeChuckled.

Him:"youcancomeandseeher.Shegavebirthtoa

babygirl.Althoughthebabyisstillbreathingwith

pipes."

Sham.Sheisafewminutesoldbutsheisgoing

throughthemostalready.

Me:"canweseethem?"

Henodded.Weallwalkedtothewardandguess

what?Laglassalalakuyoandiyaziwethubayintoni



butyeahitwashereinNizi'swardthishasSiya

writtenallover.

Theywerebothadmiringthebaby.

Me:"canIholdher."

Allofthem:"ungamwisi."

-makesureshedoesn'tfall.

Wealllaughed.

Me:"Iwon't."

Nizi:"Chumanilomthanakaphkaphubecareful."

-thischildislightbecareful.



Inoddedsmiling.Iwentovertothemandtookthe

baby.Shewasindeedlight.Ifallinlovewithher.

Me:"Izibelene?"

IstillrememberSiyasayingtheywillnameher

Izibele.

Siya:"ewekwedini.Kawulezanorhnabanyebafunu

bona."

-yesboy.Makeitfastotherswanttoholdhertoo.

Welaughed.Shewassulkingherfingers.Iheldher

handwithmyfingers.

Me:"babyzobona."

-comesee.



IsaidwalkingtoEyodwaslowly.Shemetme

halfway.Webothadmiredher.Theywereallfinding

itcute.

Afteragreatdaywehadatthehospitalwewent

backtoJohannesburg.SiyaandNiziwillbecoming

backafteraweek.BecauseofIzi.

Iwillbegoingtomygrandmother'splace.

-

-

-

-

-

-

APHIWE

AftertalkingwithSekaniIwalkedbacktothehouse.



Vusi:"whydidn'tyoutellusthatshewasthathot?"

Theywerealllookingatme.Ilaughed.

Me:"Ididn'tthinkitwasthatimportant."

Sam:"itwas.Sheishotterthanmygirlfriend."

Me:"sheisachild.Howoldareyou24,26?"

Them:"ageisjustanumber.'

Welaughed.

Me:"sheevenmadeyouguysmakemeatforher.

SheisthebestImustsay."



Akho:"shereallyis.Istillseeherwhenshewas

takingoffhersunglassesandpushingherhair

backwards."

Welaughed.

Me:"aaguysyoudefinitelynothavingherandthis

washerfirstandlasttimeofhercominghere.We

willjustdowhatweusuallydoforlopiece"

Them:"wewillbeathergigqa."

Me:"shehasaboyfriend."

Them:"umtuthathwemtwini."

Welaughed.



Me:"nother.Youshouldseeherwhensheiswith

herboyfriendtheyforgetthatyouevenexist.Even

infrontoftheirparents."

Iwasjustguessing.Don'tlookatmelikethat.

Them:"itwon'tworkyoujusttryingtomakeus

jealous."

Me:"okaykesho."

Welaughed.

Oyama:"Ijustwanttobeinherarms."

Me:"sheisdating.Younotgettingherqa."

Them:"mxm."



.

.

.

.

MsThomas:"youcango."

Iwasindetentionfornotdoingmyhomework.We

allwalkedout.Iwassofuckentired.Ihavetocatch

the5pmbusnow.

Iwenttowaitthere.After30minutesofwaitingthe

busarrived.Ipaidandwenttositdown.Ilistenedto

musiclookingoutsidePhora'smusictobespecific.

Igothome.Ithrewmyselfonthecouch.AsIclosed

myeyes.

:"YoumustbetheAphiwetheyaretalkingabout."



Ilookedupandthatwasaoldwomaninfrontofme.

Me:"moloma."

Shewasonherownplanetthinking.

Her:"youlooklikesomeoneIknow."

Iwasalsoconfusedkengoku.

:"MamuNomondo!Oohyouhere."

Ilookedupitwasmybrothers.

Oyama:"PhiwethisisMamuNomondo.Shewillbe

helpingaroundthehouse.AndMamuNomondo



youalreadyknowher."

Shesmiledandnodded.

Akho:"Princesswhyareyoulate?"

Me:"detentionbro.MsThomas."

Theyshooktheirheads.

-

-

-

-

-

-

SINETHAMBA

Yamkela:"and?"



Me:"Sheisnotpregnant."

Ndoni:"whatareliefatleastEverythingwillgowell

now."

Me:"let'shopeso."

Her:"don'tworrydaddy.Igotthis.Theymadeyou2

getarrestedforsomethingyoudidn'tdoandmade

melivewithoutyoufor15years.Iwillgetthemfor

that."

Yamkela:"calmdownbaby.Wegotthis."

Shenodded.

-

-



-

-

-

-

NKANYEZI

Uvuyo:"youguysmissedout."

Wewereatthepark.Meandmycousins.

Lunathi:"whydidn'tyouwakemeup?"

Uvuyo:"bunayodate?"

-didyouhaveadate

Him:"eish."

Welaughed.



Lumi:"whyfakupolo?"

-whyareyouwearingpoloneck?

IlowenditandshowedthemthelovebitesEsihle

made.Iswearhewantsmetobedumped.They

burstoutlaughing.Ialsolaughed.

Khanyi:"Craig?"

Istretchedmyhairchewingmybubblegum.

Uvuyo:"latewenakhukhoomnye.Butakhacheat

uthinton'elaGamalakho?"

-youlateshehasanotherone.Butsheisnot

cheatingwhatdoyoucallthatnameofyours.

Welaughedathim.



Me:"Whatchamacallit."

Welaughed.

Lunathi:"suybizaduruiyicheating."

-don'tcallitwithexpensivewordswhenit's

cheating.

Them:"tch."

Me:"aamarnguys.Sanundenzaumtuombi."

-nomanGuys.Don'tmakemeauglyperson.

Khanyi:"yafebaqa."

-youcheating.



Welaughed.

Me:"mxmndabuya.IwannacheckuponCraighe

hasbeenofflinethewholeday."

Them:"eminimainebusukuside.Washa."

-intheafternoonit'sthemainatnightit'stheside.

Weburstoutlaughing.Iwalkedawayfromthem

andwenttoCraigshouse.Iknockedandhissister

opened.

Wehugged.Shelovesme.

Her:"komin."

-comein.

Thesadnessinhervoicecouldn'tbemissed.



Me:"whereisCraig?Hehasbeenofflinethewhole

day.Itriedcalli..."

:"Youwon'tfindhimhere.Hewenttoa.."

Raven(hissister):"pa."

-dad

Shetriedtostophimfromsayingsomething.

Him:"watsymoetdiewaarvit.Craigwenttoa

militaryschool."

Me:"what?"

Thatcameoutasawhisper.



Raven:"I'msorry."

Tearsstartedgushingdownmyface.Hedidn'teven

saygoodbyetome.That'swhathurtmethemost.

Him:"nowthathisgonestopcomingto.."

Raven:"pa"

Ijustwalkedoutwithatailbetweenmylegs.I

walkedtomyhouseandwentstraighttotheroom.I

criedmylungsoutholdingthet-shirtheboughtme

yesterday.

IknowIhavebeencheatingonhimbutthewayhe

leftme.Whenwillhecomeback?Hedidn'tinform

me.Didheeverloveme?



Ithurtsalotthathejustleftwithoutevengivingme

anotice.Ineedmymotherormybrothernow.

-

-

-

-

-
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NKANYEZI

Aftercryingfor3hoursItookmyphoneandface

timedmymom.Sheanswered.

Her:"heybaby.What'swrong?Whyareyoureyes

red?"

Iwipedmytears.Shewasinahospital.

Me:"momCraiglefttoamilitaryschoolandhe

didn'tevensaygoodbye."

Her:"whatdoyoumeanbaby?"

Iheavilysighedandswallowedthelumpinmy

throat.

Me:"Iwenttohishousetodaysincehehasn'tbeen



answeringmycallsandtexts.WhenIgotthereI

askedhissisterwhereheis?BeforeIcouldeven

finishmysentencehisfathercamethroughand

toldmehewenttoamilitaryschool.Hedidn'teven

tellmemom."

Her:"don'tcrybaby.Youknowwhatgoandwash

yourfaceanddrinkswaterthencomeback."

Iplacedmyphonedownandwalkedtotheen-suit.I

washedmyfaceanddrankwater.Iwalkedback

andtookmyphone.

Her:"Iknowithurtsbaby.Butyoustillyoungtocry

forabustardofaboy.Whatwasyouradviceagain.

Yeahmasingadyoli."

-weshouldn'tdate.

Welaughed.JustwhatIneeded.



Her:"seethat'swhatIwanttosee.YouraStar.Stars

shinebrighttheyareneverdull.Stopcrying."

Inodded.

Her:"andIneverwanttoseeyoucryingoveraboy

baby.Iwantyoutoalwaysputyourheaduphigh

andshinelikethestarIknow."

Me:"Iwillnevercryforaboyeveragain."

Her:"promise?"

Me:"promise."

Her:"stopworryingabouthim.Ifhelovedyoulikehe

claimshedoes,hewouldhavedoneeverythingin



hispowertocomeandseeyou.Hedoesn'tdeserve

yourtears.Juststandupanddustyourselfthat's

whataPlaatjiesdoes."

Inoddedsmiling.

Her:"looknowyouhaveEsihle.Rememberyoutold

methismorninghegaveyouanecklacethathe

wasgiventohimbyhisgrandmother.Nowthat's

whatIcalltruelove.Stopcryoveroldthingsand

focusonnewstuff.Esihlelovesyou.Bewithhim.

Craigisthepast.Esihleisthepresentandthe

future.Ane?"

Inoddedsmilinglookingatthenecklacehegave

me.

Her:"seeyouaresmiling.Sodon'tcrymylove.

Esihlekhona.Justdon'tmakehimarebound."



Me:"Iwon't."

Shesmiledandnodded.Ababycriedintheback

ground.

Her:"yoursisterneedsmyattentionnow."

Me:"momyoudidn'teventellusyouwerehavinga

baby."

Her:"Igavebirthtoherafewhoursago.Hasn't

Chumaniarrivedthereyet?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iwassleeping."

Her:"wellyouhaveababysisternow."

Me:"Ican'twaittoseeher.What'shername?"



Her:"Izibele."

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:"pleasesendmeapictureofher."

Her:"Iwillbabydon'tworry.Letmecheckuponher

quickly."

Me:"okayMombye.Iloveyouguys."

Her:"weloveyoumorebaby."

Sheblewmeakissbeforedisconnectingthecall.

Mymoodhasliftedfrom0.000to100.Mymotheris

thebest.



Ilovehersomuch.Ican'twaittoseemyyounger

sister

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

ItisnowMarchholidays.Everythinghasbeengreat

forthepastfewweeks.Izibeleisbecomingbig

everypassingday.

Ican'twaittohavemyownbabywithEyodwa.

Speakingofher.WeAreStillTheStrongCoupleyou

guysknow.Shefinallydidherdreadlocksandthey

suither.

Sheismorebeautifulnow.Notthatshewasn'tbut

youknowwhatImean.



Siya:"wearegoingtoPE."

Wewerewatchingamovieasafamily.Iziwas

sleepingonmychestsulkingherfingers.Guysit's

likesheismychildcausesheisalwayswithme

andEyodwa.

Wetreatherlikeourown.Whenwewerewriting

exams.Insteadofstudyingwewereparenting.And

weenjoyedeverysinglemomentofit.Andwe

wouldstudyinthemorningbeforewewrite.

SiyaandNizigetjealoussometimesthatthey

wouldtakeIziandlockthemselvesintheirroom.

Drama.Chuckles.

Us:"why?"



Siya:"funekenenzelwembelekhononkeespecially

wena(me)sincengenaklonyaka."

-aceremonymostbedoneforyouallespeciallyyou

(me)sinceyougoingtothebushesthisyear.

Isideeyedhim.Theyalllaughed.

Me:"ndohambangentsulakwamahlatiaseTinarha

ngoku."

-iwillbewalkingaroundnakedinthebushesin

Uitenhagenow.

WeburstoutlaughingwalkingIziup.

Me:"Xoloklk."

-i'msorry.

Isaidkissingherpoutedlipsandmadehersuckher



bottle.

Thetwins:"whenarewegoing?"

Him:"Friday."

ItwasWednesdaytoday.Wenodded.

Him:"andwewillhavetobuygoats."

Wenodded.

:"Yuuhaaguysremindmetoneverwalkinthesun

again.Lookmyfacehasasunburn."

ThatwasTheOnlyFlowerOfMyHeart,Eyodwa.We

alllaughed.



Uvuyo:"guysEyodwahasneverknocked."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"mxm.Knockingtakestime."

ShesaidtakingIzi.

Siya:"arecomingwithustoPE."

Her:"definitely."

Nkanyezi:"whydidyouevenaskheritwasobvious

thatshewasgoingtosayyes."

Welaughed.



Nizi:"yamaziyaythandindlela."

-youknowhershelovestheroad.

Welaughed.

-

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWA

Me:"guysI'mgoingtoPEin2days."

Theylookedatmewithquestioningeye's.

Me:"IwillbeguardingmybabytheresinceNiziwill



beinthekitchenandSiyaobviouslyoutsidewith

Chumani.UvuyoandNkanyeziaresmall."

Nandi:"hopeyouwillcomebackearly.Wealsowant

tospendtimeasafamily.Youhavebeenneglecting

us."

Nowthatshehasmentionedit.Ifeelsobad.I

sighed.

Me:"Iwillmom.Iwillbetherefor3days.OnSunday

I'mcomingback.Thanwewillhavetimeasafamily

Ipromise.I'msorryforneglectingyouguys.Ireally

feelbadnow."

Theynoddedandcametohugme.Momwipedthe

tearsinmyeyes.

.

.



.

WenowinPE.Ithasbeenafewhourssincewe

havearrived.Thewholesquadcame.Including

Kelvin'sparents.

Iziwassleepingcomfortablyonmybreast.

Chumani:"butthosearemine."

Welaughed.Weweresittinginabigflatoutsidethe

bighouse.Peopleherearesowelcomingsham.

Siya:"awumdalakwedini."

-youoldboy.

Welaughed.

NtlakaniphoAndKelvin:"notwhenheiswithher."



Theyshooktheirheads.Welaughedattheirworried

face.

Chumani:"haibomajita."

Sekani:"suphika."

-don'tdenyit.

Welaughed.

Lethabo:"nimenzanton'Radebe."

-whatareyoudoingtoRadebe.

Wesattherechattinghavingfun.Ithasneverbeen

adullmomentwiththem.



Me:"Niziwherei..."

:"RhaabasilebanthubakwaRadebe.Yazimihlali

undenzaongandaziyophakitchen.Yaziusilefana

njeNalabrotherwakheSiya."

-peoplefromtheRadebe'sarenaughty.Mihlaliis

actinglikehedoesn'tknowmeinthekitchen.Heis

naughtylikehisbrotherSiya.

Saidagaywalkingin.

Thewoman:"Riri."

Theyallscreamedhugginghim.Mustbetheir

friend.

Riri:"yuuhaayouguysI'mdying.Youarewrinkling

mymilliondollarssuit."



Hesaidfixinghimself.Wealllaughed.Hehugged

allofthemthanstoppedinfrontofme.Helookedat

meforalongtimeandturnedhisfacesideways.

Ifrownedandshrugged.Everyonelaughed.He

lookedatChumaninexttomeandmouthwhoami?

Chumanishrugged.Wealllaughed.

Him:"healsodoesn'tknowyousoIwillhugyou

too."

Healsohuggedme.

Him:"yaziguysMike.Notwena."

HesaidpointingatKelvin'sfather.Welaughed.



Him:"translateNobuntuklk."

Mike:"ukwawaqalileRiri.Kandiyeketorho."

-youhavestartedRirileavemeplease.

Welaughed.Wechilledthereandhadmorefun.Aa

guysIneedagayfriendnow.

-

-

-

-

-

NKANYEZI

Me:"let'sgowewillbebacknow."

Uvuyo:"kabamatyerha."

-andkickrocks.



Weweresittingoutside.IwantedtogotoEsihle.

Hisastreetaway.

Me:"mxm"

Isaidpullinghim.WegottotheshopwithUvuyo

whining.Hewasstandingtherewithhisfriends.He

wassmoking.HeknowsforafactthatIhateit

whenhesmokes.

Ilookedathimandhequicklygavehisfriendsthe

joint.TheylaughedsodidUvuyo.

Esihle:"Xolobaby."

-i'msorry.

Oneofhisfriends:"amIhighorthereare2offyour



girlfriends.Youshowedus1."

Uvuyo:"haihaibawotheniundincwasilengoku?"

-nonomanwhat'swrongwithyoudoyouwantme

now?

Hesaidwithhisboldvoice.Theywereallsurprised.

Me,EsihleandUvuyolaughed.

Hisfriend:"wearedefinitelyhighman."

Welaughed.

Esihle:"marnzitwinsezibuttheyareidenticalnot

njengamnoEmihlewearenotidentical."

Hisfriend:"firsttimeseeingagirlandboyTwins

identical."



T.O:"bro.Howdoyouknowyourgirl."

Uvuyo:"aaphone.licherryyambandincwasileaba."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"don'tworry.Thismeansweare

beautiful/handsome."

Isaidgivinghimapeck.

Them:"woah.Yamyeka?"

Me:"ngathethiyayaziwenzanton'."

-don'teventalkyouknowwhatyoudo.



Esihle:"itwasjustagrindbaby."

Theylaughedatus.MeandEsihlewentalittlebit

awayfromthemandUvuyowaslaughinghislungs

outwithEsihle'sfriends.

Esihle:"Imissedyou."

Hesaidkissingmewithhissoftlips.Hisbreath

smeltlikemintwhichhejusthad.

Me:"Imissedyoutoo.Whenareyougoingback?"

Him:"Idon'tknowbaby.ButIwillbeback.Iknow

youcan'tleavewithoutme."

Me:"Don'tflatteryourself."



Irolledmyeyesandwelaughed.

Him:"Ihateitwhenyourollyoureyesyouknowthat

right?"

Me:"Ihateitwhenyousmoke.WhatifyougetLung

cancer."

Hesmiled.

Him:"Ilikeitwhenyoucare.ButIwon'tgetLung

cancerbaby.Ipromise."

Me:"youcan'tpromisemethat.Iyazifikelaqayona."

Him:"Iknowbaby.AndIdon'tsmokealot.Ismoke

onceinawhilewhenI'mcravingforweed."



Me:"justmakesurethat,thatcravingdoesn'tturn

intowantingmore."

Heshookhisheadsmiling

Him:"ifitgetstoothatlevelthanIwillstop.Iwon't

beanaddictbaby.Ipromise."

Inoddedsmiling.

Him:"Iloveyou."

WeBlushed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wekissed.



.

.

We(meandmybrothers)weresittingonagrassmat

ebuhlanti.IziwaswithEyodwastandingnearthe

frontdoorlookingatus.

EyodwaandChumaniwouldmakegoodparents.

ThewaytheyhandlethingswithIziit'sliketheir

ownchild.

Oldman:"IzaRadebebamba."

-hold.

Theywereabouttoslaughterthegoat.Siyaheldit.

Guesswhat?Thegoatranawayfromhisgridand

youknowwhathesaid?

Siya:"oopsi."



Didwenotlaugh.

-

-

-

-

-
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EYODWA

AsIwasstandingnearthefrontwatchingwhatthey

aredoing.ThegoatranawayfromSiya.

Him:"oopsie."

Wealllaughedathim.GuysSiyaphambene

nqumako.Ididn'texpectthatfromhim.Luckilya

manhelditandtheyslaughteredthegoat.

-

-

-

-

-

-

EMIHLE

IgotatextfromNtlakaniphosayingIshouldgoto

theshop.It'sbeenaweeksincewelastsaweach



other.

WecamebacktoPEfortheholidays.ThankGod

thathealsocame.

Makhulu:"kawenzeitipha."

-maketeathere.

Ngaskendatyafa.

Me:"Makhulukutshutshu."

-itshot.

Itreallywashotoutside.

Makhulu:"ubutshutshubukutshwangobunye."

-hottnessistakenoutwithhottness.



Idraggedmyfeettothekitchen.Imadeherteaand

gaveittoher.

Me:"I'mout.MyfriendsfromJohannesburgare

here."

Mom:"funantoniapha?"

-whataretheydoinghere?

Me:"bazemsebenzi."

-theycametoaceremony.

Isaidwalkingout.IjusthopeIwon'tbumpinto

Mzamo.I'mnotreadytofacehim.Iwalkedtothe

shop.

AndNtlakaniphocamewitho'Sekani.AndThetwins.



IwalkedtothemandMyexfriendsalongwith

Esihle'sfriendswerethere.

Eyodwagaveherbaby,Bathingowaboklk

noChustar,toChumani.Andranscreamingtome.I

alsoscreamedmeetingherhalfway.

Wehuggedeachother.GuysmeandEyodwaare

friendsnow.AlongwithAphiwe.Wegottoeveryone.

Me:"Molweni."

Theygreetedback.Ntlakaniphowassmiling.

Chumani:"whyungatshongobaEsihleisdatingmy

littlesister."

Wealllaughed.



Him:"thankGodmntanamelaphaotherwiseIwould

havefuckedhimup."

Nkanyezi:"yoohhaibhutt'."

Esihle:"kodwazangembetheCraig."

-butyouneverbeatenCraigup.

Welaughed.

Nkanyezi:"whynithethangam."

-whyareyoutalkingaboutme.

Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"bizwendimkeaphaandiyazithetha



nabobonke."

-icalledyouhereIdon'tknowwhyyoutalkingto

them.

Them:"hee."

IBlushed.ElamandMzamowherefuming.The

otherslaughed.IwenttothesidewithNtlakanipho.

EyodwawastalkingwithChumaniwhileEsihlewas

withNkanyezi.Sekani,UvuyoandKelvinwere

playingsoccerwithEsihle'sfriends.

Myexfriendsweregivingmenastylooks.AsifI

mind.

Ntlakanipho:"yuuhchomiiezakhozimbi."

-yourfriendsareugly.



Weburstoutlaughing.Everyonelookedatusand

Chuckled.

Me:"mxm."

Ntlakanipho:"serious."

Me:"sozichomiiezam."

-theyarenotmyfriends.

Him:"yazilounenwelezelangawasflirtingwith

me."

-theonewiththesunhairwas..

Ilikehishonesty.HewastalkingaboutElam.

Me:"sheusedtobemybestfriendtillshetookmy

boyfriendawayfromme.Lowa."



IsaidpointingatMzamo.Heburstoutlaughing.I

lookedathimandlaughedtoo.

Him:"yuhaababyncedewazakum."

-thankgodyoucametome.

Welaughed.Justthantheirmothersapproachedus.

Welltheyshowedthemtome.Iknowalloftheir

names.

Nizi:"Mdlezaneningahlalinomtanalangeni."

-don'tstaywiththechildinthesun.

Eyodwashowedhertheblanketshehad.

Nizi:"Esihlemntanammenzantoni.IfyouhurtherI

swearyouwillhavemetodealwith."



-esihlewhatareyoudoingtomychild.

Welaughed.

Esihle:"haimandamkhuselaandIwon'thurther.

Sheismylife."

-nomomI'mprotectingher.

Wealllaughed.Esihleismad.

Lethabo:"nguyeloboy."

-isitherboy?

Ntlakanipho:"yoohmamayandihlaza."

-yoohmomyouhumiliatingme

Welaughed.Hismothercameandhuggedme.I



rememberedthefavour.Ithoughtshewasgoingto

hate.

Ntlakanipho:"sewumtandelalenntonawewaplitu

tata."

Weallburstoutlaughing.Sowehaveonethingin

common.Mhh.

Lethabo:"mxm."

Shesaidpulling.Wewenttochatfarawaywith

them.

Lethabo:"sakuthandi."

IBlushedshyly.Sheliftupmyfacewithherindex

finger.Shesmiledlookingatme.



Her:"jongakebaby.Ndaythandalenntoyakhono

Ntlakanipho.Ithinkyoutherightoneformyson.So

celapleaseuthimakesurethatyourrelationship

lastsane?"

Inoddedgiggling.

Me:"ndizoyenzalontoma."

-iwilldothat.

Her:"okayke.Iwillbeexpectingyoutobemy

daughterinlawke.Ican'twaittohave2children.

Aah."

Shescreamedandwelaughed.Iloveherguys.She

kissedmyforehead.Wewalkedbackto

Ntlakaniphowheretheotherswerealsostanding

chatting.



Nizi:"ningahlaliaphake.Youweren'tevensuppose

tobeout.Youwillhavebadluck."

Gayguy:"mabahambeBayendlininetwins."

-theyshouldgotothehousewiththetwins.

Chumani:"Niyaphinina?"

-whereareyougoing?

Ayola:"Tops.SizobuyangoJikeleza."

Weallnoddedtheywalkedaway.

Eyodwa:"let'sgoguys.You2(meandEsihle)are

comingwithright?"



Theylookedatus.MeandEsihlelookedateach

otherandnodded.

Us:"yeahwhynot?"

WewalkedawaybutElamcalledme.

Ntlakanipho:"youguyscangoIwillwaitwithher."

TheynoddedandsalutedEsihle'sfriendsbefore

going.

Me:"waitformehere."

Igavehimapeckbutheturneditintoadeepkiss.I

couldfeeleyespiercingthroughmyskin.Ipulled

outlaughing.IwalkedtoElam.



Him:"bigassbytheway."

HesaidbrushinghisWaves.Theysuithimguys

rhaa.UmhleNtlakanipho.Ishowedhimthemiddle

fingerlaughing.

Him:"Idon'tmindifwecouldfuckrightnow.Ithas

beenalongtimesinceIwasburiedinsideofyou."

Me:"shutup."

Welaughed.Igottothem.

Me:"yeahbenindibizile."

-youcalledme.

Elam:"yousleeparoundnowwillyouhavea

boyfriendhere?"



Me:"lasttimeIcheckedyouwithhim."

Irolledmyeyeslaughing.

Sive:"yousuchafakefriendyoudidn'tevengreetus

whenyoucamehere.Youdidn'teventellusyou

leaving."

Me:"oohpleasengokuImusttellyoumyevery

move.SiveIliveinabighouseinSandton."

Isaiddramaticallyandlaughed.

Me:"nonodearyouguysarefakefriends.Youhave

alwaysbeenjealousaboutme.Didyouguysstop

herwhenshetookMzamo?"



Elam:"Iwasonlygivinghimwhatyouwerenot

givinghim.Bubandagirl.That'swhyallyour

boyfriendsrantous."

Me:"SamewayyougotpregnantandHIV."

IguessIwastooloudcauseeveryonegasped.

Lookingatus.Shewasreadytoslapmebut

Ntlakaniphoheldherhand.

Her:"Ihateyou."

Me:"thefeelingismutual."

Shestartedcrying.

Ntlakanipho:"masambebaby.Tellyourgirltonever

raiseherhandonmygeecausehellwillbreak



loose."

Hesaidinaboldvoice.Theywereallscarednow.

Ntlakaniphopulledmeandwewalkedaway.

Him:"howcanyousaythatbaby."

Me:"shewasmakingmeangryandIdidn'tknow

thatIwasloud."

Henoddedandgavemeapeck.Ilookedathiseyes.

Andsmiled.Hehasbrowneyesguys.

Him:"what?"

Me:"songdedicatedtoyou?"

Henoddedsmiling.Wekissed.



Me:"browneyesbyDestiny'sChild."

Hesmiledandspinnedmearoundafterpickingme

up.Igiggledthrowingmyheadbacklettingthewind

hitme.Helaughedplacingme.

Him:"sowhatwassofunnythatmymotherwas

tellingyou?"

Me:"I'mnottelling."

Wegottotheflattheyweresittingin.Theywereall

drinkingwelaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"pleasetellme."

Ishookmyhead.Welaughed.



Him:"mxmngendimyekileakubethelamthana."

-ishouldhaveletthatkidbeatyou.

TheyalllaughedandIsulked.

Kelvin:"fornton'gku?"

Him:"uthemntanabanthuMithiuneAids."

-shesaidthatchildispregnantandhasAids.

Theygaspedandlaughed.

Esihle:"Elam?"

Inodded.Theylaughed.



Me:"uneHIVnotAids."

Theylaughed.

ChumaniandSekani:"whyngxolangayo."

-whyareyoushoutingaboutit.

Me:"Itjustcameoutofmymouth.Sheisjealous

aboutme."

Theylaughed.

Them:"girls."

WecontinueddrinkingatnightmeandEsihlewent

backhome.



Esihle:"Iknowthedifferencebetweendrinkingnje

anddrinkingtogetdrunk."

Me:"Ihaveneverbeenthisdrunkeverinmylife."

Him:"youknowwhat?Iwillchillwiththemallthe

time."

Me:"metoo.Isweartheyboughtthewholetops."

Wegottothehousesinging.Webangedthedoor.

Mymomopenedup.

Us:"I'vebeendrinkingI'vebeendrinking."

WesangBeyonce'sDrunkinlove.

Her:"niphambene?Nifikanizongxolaapha.



NibuyeleJozingomso.Yazinisilenina..."

-areyoumade?Youcomehereandyoumakinga

noise.YougoingbacktoJohannesburgtomorrow.

Younaughty...

Us:"kameGcobisa.Yaziwenabawelaukukaba

emginyweniyekushwabula."

Welookedateachotherandlaughedbefore

pushingherandgoingtoourroomsinging.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Iwaschillingwithmyfamilynow.Wewereplaying

cards.

Lungelo:"aaLiyemayaqatha."

-noLiyemaistrickingus.

WelookedatLiyema.

Liyema:"yaxokaTaLungs."



-taLungsislying.

Wealllaughed.

Me:"crazy8for2."

Them:"haa."

Ilaughedattheirshockedfaces.Theyallpickedup

2cards.

Me:"spade."

Wecontinuedplaying.Intheafternoonmeand

Momwenttothekitchentomakelunch.

Her:"bekunjaniPE?"



-howwasitinPE?

IlaughedthinkingaboutSiya.

Me:"itwasgreatyouwon'tbelievewhatyourboss

did."

Wellyeah.Mymomisworkingatthefirmnow.Siya

forcedhertoworkthere.

Her:"younotexpectingmetoasknowdon'tyou?"

Welaughed.

Me:"sohewastoldtoholdthegoat.Yapuncuka

guesswhathesaid?"

Isaidlaughing.



Her:"thetha."

-talk.

Welaughed.

Me:"hesaidoopsie."

Welaughedoutloud.

Her:"I'mnotsurprisedsaylonleya."

Welaughed.

Me:"yuuhaa."

Isaidwipingmytears.



Her:"nawefunekeyenzelwembelekho."

-aceremonymustbedoneforyoutoo.

Inodded.

Her:"Iwilltaketoo'Dabawobakho.Istillgetalong

withthemsotheywillsurelymakethingshappen

foryou."

Inoddedsmilingandsidehuggedher.Aswewere

chillingoutsideatthepool.Wewerenotswimming.

IgotamessagefromandUnsavednumber.

IviewitanditwasapictureofChumanisleeping

withanothergirl.Thenamessagecamethrough.

'tellyourmanthatIwantmyfullR5000Idon'tdo



prostitutionforfree.'

Hesleepswithprostitutesnow?Igotangryina

blinkofaneye.Istoodupandrantothefront.

Them:"yaphi?'

-whereyougoing?

Iignoredthemandtookthecarkeys.

-

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

Nizi:"Chumaniapersonfromthedomesticworkers



willbesenttoyourhouse.Togoandcleanit.

Basicallyspringcleaning.Takingofthesheets,

curtains,etc."

Me:"youwantmetogoguideher?"

Shenodded.

Me:"okay."

IsaidgivingherIzi.IkissedhercheekandIzi's

forehead.Itookthecarkeysandwenttomyhouse.

Shewasstandingatthegate.

Ithoughttheyhaveoldworkers.Thisonelooks

young.Shouldn'tshebeatschoolorsomething?

ButIguesshustlingdoesn'thaveaage.



Youjusttakethejobnomatterwhatitisjusttoput

foodonthetable.Iopenedthegate.Shewalkedin.

AndIdrovein.

Iopenedthehouseforher.

Me:"Iwillbeinthemasterbedroomifyouneedme."

Shenoddedsmiling.Esasmilesobuhulekazi.

-thatbitchysmile.

Yandifunalo.

Ijustwalkedupstairs.

Me:"oohifyouneedanythingshoutout.Butyouwill

findeverythingyouneed."



Shenoddedsmiling.Ishookmyheadandwalked

upstairs.IgottotheroomandtookmyMacBook.

IfacetimedEyodwa.Sheansweredstillsleeping.

Her:"thethaChumani."

-talkChumani.

Shesaidwithhereyesclosed.Ilaughed.It'sstill

9amIgetwhysheisstillsleeping.Wesleptat4am

todaychattingandall.

Me:"vuka."

-wakeup.

Her:"diniwe."

-i'mtired.



Me:"butI'mnot."

Sheopenedoneeyeandlookedatme.Welaughed.

Phambenelomthanaguys.

-thischildismad.

Her:"wesleptat4ambro.What'sthetimenow9am

soyousleptfor4hours.Aaunamandla,umnamust

lale8hoursyayaziilonto."

Me:"lala4nawenamhlanje."

Her:"aaRadebenotnamhlanje."

-nottoday.

Welaughed.

Me:"whenwillyoucomeandseeme?"



Her:"tommorow.Whenwearegoingtothegig."

Me:"whynottoday?"

Her:"familydayRadebe."

Inodded.

Her:"don'tbesad.Iwillcometoyoutomorrowand

wewillspendthenight."

Ismiled.

Her:"idiot.Yousmilingnow."

Keepinmindhereyesareclosed.



Me:"howdidyouknow?"

Her:"Iknowyoufromtheinsideoutremember.I

knowhowyoureacttothingsandall."

Me:"samewayIknowyou."

Shesmiledandopenedhereyes.

Her:"yeah."

Welaughed.

Me:"Iloveyouke."

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."



Me:"seeyoutomorrowkene."

Shenoddedsmiling.Idisconnectedthecall.I

walkeddownstairstomakemyselfabanana

smoothie.Fakiplainyogurtnebananaphakwi

blender.

Astheblenderwasdoingit'sjobsomeonetapped

meontheshoulder.Istoppedit.Itwasthatgirl.

Her:"canyoupleasecomewiththenewcurtains."

Inoddedshesmiled.Iwalkedupstairstotheroom.

Itookthenewcurtainsoutandwentwiththemto

her.Shetookthemsmilinglikecrazy.

Thisgirlisnuts.Icontinueddoingmysmoothie.

WhenIwasdoneIdrankit.Isuddenlyfeltsleepy.I



getitIsleptlatelastnightsoIwalkedtotheroom

anddriftofftosleep.

AfterwhatseemedlikeIlifetimeIfinallywokeup.I

wenttotheen-suitandwashedmyface.Ichecked

thetimeitwas3pm.Itookoutpainkillersinthe

drawersinceIhadaheadache.Idrankthemwith

outwater.

IwassofuckenhungryIwenttothekitchenandthe

maidwassingingoutsidehangingthesheetsand

stuff.ShewalkedinthehouseasIwaseating.

Her:"IjusthangedtheLaundry.Ijustneedtogoand

buyairtime.Ineedtocallmymother.Sheissick."

Inoddedandshewalkedout.Afterafewminutes

someoneyelledbehindme.



:"Ungathindikuzumilene."

-don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou.

Thatpersonstrangledmefrombehind.Itried

gettinghim/heroffmebuthe/shewasstrong.

:"Howdareyoucheatonme.IwillkillyouRadebe,

youandthatprostituteofyours.Iswear.ThanIwill

cryatyourfuneral.Howdareyoucheatonme!!"

ThatwasEyodwa.IturnedheraroundandIalso

strangledhercoughinguncontrollably.

Me:"whendidIcheatonyou."

Westartedfighting.shepunchedmeIalsopunched

her.



Her:"withthatuglyprostituteofyours.Youknow

whatshesaidshewantsR5000.Yourhoesare

sendingmetextsnow."

Shekickedme.

Me:"whatprostituteareyoutalkingabout?Inever

cheatedonyou."

Isaidkickinghertoo.Guysulwanjengendodalo

that'swhyndibuyisa.

Her:"oohyoudenyingit.Whenyouwereinourbed

withhertoday.You'refuckingwithmenow."

Shewasontopofmenowbeatingme.Doyouthink

shehadMercy?IturnedheraroundandIwason

topnow.Igaveher2punchesthentriedtokissher.



Shejustturnedmearoundandshewasontopnow.

GuyswhendidIcheat?SheissofuckenangryandI

don'tknowwhatIdid.

Her:"IwillkillyouChumani.Iwillkillyou.Howdare

youcheatonme.Doyouenterslutsnow?Iwillkill

you.Iwillfirstcutoffyourdick.Iwillkillyou."

Iheldherhandsandturnedheraroundandkissed

theshitoutofher.Ipunchedheronherstomach

beforemassagingherpussy.Iknowshewillcalm

downthisway.

Me:"willyoujustcalmdownbeforeIfuckyouback

toyoursense.Causeyoufightinglikeahornycat

rightnow."

Isaidthatlookingatherstraightintheeye.Shejust

cried.



Her:"youcheatedonmeChumani.Withaprostitute

Chumani.Youcheatedonme.Shewassleeping

comfortablyonmychest.Inourroom.Ain'tI

enoughforyou."

Shesaidpointingatmewithherfinger.Iwasso

fuckenconfusedguysonwhatsheistalkingabout.

Andwhatshesawreallybrokeher.

Me:"justtellmewhatyouonaboutcauseInever

cheatedonyou.YouknowforafactthatIhate

cheating."

Shetookherphoneandshowedmeapictureofme

andthatmaidinbed.Iwashalfnaked.WTF?

Me:"babyIswearthisdidn'thappen.Sheisjusta

maidthatcametocleanthehouse.Babylookat

thispictureandcompareittotheonesthatyou

usuallytake."



Isaidgivingherthephone.

Me:"Iwokeupwithaheadacheeven.Ithinkshe

draggedmecauseIwasmakingasmoothiethan

wentupstairstofetchnewcurtainsforher.WhenI

gotbackIdrankthesmoothiethanIsuddenlywas

sleepy.Iwokeupwithabangingheadache.Idon't

knowwhathappened."

Shesniffedandtookthephone.Shestartedstaring

atit.Sheshefrownedlookingatthepicture.

Her:"I'msorry."

Ijustnodded.Iopenedmyarmsforher.Wehugged

tightly.

Her:"whereisshe."



Me:"shewenttotheshop."

Sheranoutlimping.Ialsoranafterherholdingmy

stomachlimping.Shegottoherandstartedbeating

theshitoutofherwithastick.

Eyodwa:"howdareyoulieaboutmyman?Youthink

youwillgetawaywithitthateasily?Iwillkillyou."

Shegotdone.

Eyodwa:"ifyoueverlieagaininyourlifeIswearI

willkillyou.Yourliesnearlycostmemy

relationship."

Thatgirlnodded.



Eyodwa:"Iwillnotwasteyourenergysinceyouwill

beatthehospital."

Shetookoutherphone.

Her:"helloisthistheSAPS?"

Whatthefuck.Itriedtakingthephonefromherbut

shestoppedme.

Her:"Iwouldliketoreportmyselfforassault."

WTF?Guysunayonqondolomthana?Shetoldthem

wheresheis.

Me:"uphambene?"

After4minutesthepolicetookherin.



Me:"WTF?Whoreportsthemselves?Iwillgetyou

outinafew."

Guysnomarn.Iwillbetakinghertoamental

institution.Likewhothehelldoesthat?Shejust

calledthepoliceforherself.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Ndoni:"yourdaughterjustgotarrestedforassault."

Welookedathershocked.

Yamkela:"thischildscharacterissofuckenhardto

copy."

Ndoni:"sheseemstobringsmilesoneveryone's

faces.HowwillIdothat."

Me:"gettingcoldfeet?"

Theynodded.Isighed.



Me:"wewillmakeanotherplanthan."

Theynodded.

Ndoni:"betterthanbeinganimposter.Iwon'tbe

abletodoherstuff.It'ssofuckenhard."

Wenodded.

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWANDONI

Afterbeatingherup.Thepolicetookmetothe

station.Thisshouldbemythirdhome.Iwasinthe

intorigationroom.



Thepolicewalkedinandlaughed.

Detective:"ndamthandalomthanaguys."

-ilovethischildguys.

Wealllaughed.Theytookoffthehandcuffsandsat

infrontofme.Ireadtheirnames.

Mthethwa:"lastoflastyearyouwerearrestedfor

beingunderageinaclub.Lastyearyoubeata

personupformeat.Thisyearyoubeatapersonup

andcallthepoliceyourself."

Comingtothinkaboutit.I'mthemaddestperson

ever.Welaughed.

Me:"Iwasjustsavingherenergy."



Stokwe:"whathappenedtoyournosecausethatgirl

looksweaktobeatyou."

Me:"Iwasfightingwithmyboyfriend.Istartedthe

fightanddefeatedhim."

Wealllaughed.

Detective:"manabuse.Weshouldalllaycharges

Againstyou.Youfirstpunchedus."

Wealllaughed.

Me:"Ican'tcontrolmyselfwhenI'mangry."

Stokwe:"whotaughtyouhowtofight?"



Me:"Iwenttodefenseclassesforabout4yearsand

stoppedbeforelastyear."

Mthethwa:"Iwasreadytotakeyoutoashrinkfor

angerissues."

Welaughed.

Detective:"girlsyouragearecryingovertheir

boyfriendsclubbingandsmokingandyouare

fighting?"

Me:"Ipreferfightingthancryingforaboyfriend."

Welaughed.Theyshooktheirheads.

Stokwe:"Neversawanyonelikeyou."



Mthethwa:"youcansaythatagain."

Me:"letmetellyoumyotherstorieswhileweare

waitingfortheotherdetectivetotakeher

statement."

Theynodded.Istartedtellingthemmycrazystories.

-

-

-

-

-
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Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.Iwalkedaway

oncetheambulancewashere.Iwalkedbacktothe

houselimping.

Itookmycarkeysandwalkedtothecarafter



locking.Thehousewasamess.Idrovetothemy

homesincetheywereallthere.

Kelvintoldmeso.Iwalkedinlimpingholdingmy

stomach.TheyalllookedatmesinceImaking

sounds.

Them:"andthan."

Eyodwa'sfamilywasalsohere.Wearehavinga

braai.TheJanuarytwinsarealsohere.AndAphiwe.

Me:"ayisonguEyodwa."

-isn'titEyodwa.

IsaiddrinkingSiya'swhiskey.Theyburstout

laughing.Theywereevenintears.



Liyema:"shedidanumberonyoubro."

Iendeduplaughingtoo.

Nizi:"whydidshebeatyouup."

Me:"themaidthattheDomesticWorkerssend.Sent

Eyodwaapictureofmeandherinbed..."

Them:"what?"

Theywherereadytobeatmeup.Allofthem.

Me:"sheactuallydruggedmeguyscalmdown.I

wouldnevercheatonher.YouknowhowmuchI

hatecheating.Comeon."

Them:"continue."



Me:"shecametothehouseandstrangledmefrom

behind.Isawgodwelcomingmeinheaven."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"thanwefoughtwithhersayingIcheatedonher.

ButImanagedtocalmherdown.Andspokesome

senseintoher.Shelookedatthepictureandsaw

thatIdon'tactuallysleeplikethat.."

Sekani:"sheknowsmefromtheinsideout."

Hesangwelaughed.

Me:"thanshesaidsorryandaskedmewheresheis?

Itoldherandsheranoutlimping.Iranafterherand

shewasbeatenthepoorladyup.Guesswhatshe

did?"



Them:"insulted."

Me:"youguessedwrongsoIwillobviouslytellyou.

Shetookouttheherphoneandcalledthepolice

andtoldthemshebeatapersonup."

Them:"what??!!!"

EmihleandEsihlestartedlaughingwealsojoinedin

andlaughed.

Lungelo:"noman.Nandizangemwiselamthanange

ntlokokuzezayemncinci?"

-Nandididyoumakeherfallonherheadwhenshe

wassmall?

Weallburstoutlaughing.



Nandi:"mxm.YouallknowhowEyodwais.thisis

thethirdtimeshegotarrested.Ievenstopped

stressing."

Esihle,Aphiwe,EmihleandRiri:"Third!!?"

Us:"yeah."

Wealllaughedthinkingaboutwhatshedidinthe

past.

EmihleandAphiwe:"whatdidshedo?"

Wetoldthemwhatshedidandlaughed.

Siya:"neversawagirllikeher."



Us:"bra."

Welaughed.

Cage:"let'sgotakeherout."

Ntsika:"thisisthelasttimewetakingherout.Next

timewearelettingherspendadayortwothere."

Weallnoddedlaughing.Meandthemaleswentto

thepolicestation.Theyladiessaidtheywillstay

behind.

Wegotinandtherewasonlyonepersonatthe

frontdesk.

Us:"wearetheotherpoliceworkers?"



Her:"thereisagirlthatwasarrestedthisafternoon

theyarelisteningtoherstories.Basicallyallthe

policeinthestation."

Us:"Eyodwa."

Welaughed.

Me:"canyougetusthroughtothem."

Ntando:"guysyaythandatrongolamthana."

-thatchildlovesjail.

Weburstoutlaughing.Sodidtheladyatthefront

desk.Shewalkedusthroughtotheintorigation

room.

Eyodwa:"I'moutguys.Itwasnicebeingwithyou.



Myfamilyisheretotakemehome."

Shesaidlookingatus.

Police:"justwishIcouldlockyouupsothatIcan

listentoyourstories.Itwasnicehavingyouaround.

Seeyounextyearnow."

Weallburstoutlaughing.

Her:"andibuyiaphamthethwayooh."

-i'mnotcomingbackheremthethwa.

Theyweresad.

Her:"notasinlikenotcomeandvisityouguys.

Don'tbesadhawu."



Theysmiled.Shehuggedalloffthembeforewe

walkedout.Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.We

gottothehouse.Shewalkedtothekitchenand

camebackwithanicecreamtup.Shesatnextto

AphiweandEmihleandsmiled.

Nobuntu:"noman.NgoweMentalinstructionlo."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Cage:"youwon'tbelieveit."

Theladies:"whatdidshedo?"

Ntsika:"that'swhyIsaidweshouldleaveherthere

foradayortwo.Shewashavingagreattimewith

thepolice.Thewholedepartment.Therewasonly

oneladyleftatthefrontdesk.Hee."



Weburstoutlaughing.

Eyodwa:"noman.Iwastryingmyluckthere.It's

nothingbad."

Aphiwe:"Idon'twanttobecorruptedbyyou

anymore."

SekaniandAyola:"goodwenadaughterinlaw

yam/goodbaby."

Welaughedatthem.

Esihle:"Ithoughtthiswasthefirsttimeoffyou

gettingarrestedntwana."

Eyodwa:"eishntwana."



Shesaidscratchingherdreadlocks.Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"thatwasthelasttimeofmebeingarrested

guys.Ipromise.IfIgetarrestedagain,thanDon't

bailmeout."

Us:"goodthingyousaidityourself."

Wesaidwithtiredfaces.

Her:"haibonawemalanqi,hainilhalhaakazothi

nobanoIwillbailyouout."

-youtoomalanqi,nolhalhayouwon'tevensayyou

willbailmeout.

Shesaidlookingatme.Wekeptquietforafew.

Esihle:"Ineedtheloo."



Weburstoutlaughing.Iwasevenintears.Who

doesthat?

-

-

-

-

-
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ESIHLE



Nizi:"usetheelevatortoNkanyezi'sroom.Andalso

wakeheruponyourwayback.Shewon'tbeableto

sleepatnight."

Siya:"whymusthebetheonetowakeherup?"

Wealllaughed.

Nizi:"ifwewakeherupshewillbeangryandifhe

wakesherupshewillbehappy."

Siya:"whyhappy?"

Welaughed.

Nizi:"mxmmbonyaSiya.HambaEsihle."

-goEsihle.



Istoodupandusedtheelevatorup.Philakamnandi

abanyebanthu.Igotupstairsandgotlost.Icame

acrossagameroom.Iwalkedinandthekidswere

here.

Me:"Uvuyo."

Theylookedatme.Ichuckled.

Uvuyo:"yeahsbali."

WeChuckled.

Me:"boniseroomkaNkwenkwezi."

-canyoushowmeNkwenkwezi'sroom.

Them:"Nkwenkwezi?"



Me:"Nkanyezimarntchiabanthwana."

-thesechildren.

Them:"ooh.OhhEsihlene?"

WelaughedandInodded.Uvuyoshowedme

Nkanyezi's.Wefistbumpbeforehewalkedaway.I

walkedintheroomandlockedthedoor.

Mybabywassocute.Ifirstdidmybusinessthan

washedmyhands.Iwalkedoutandclimbedinbed

withher.Igaveherapeck.Shemovedabit.

Ipartedherlipswithmytongue.Isuckedherlower

lipandshemoaned.Igaveherpeckstillshe

openedhereyessmiling.Sheclosedthemagain.I

gotontopofherandgrindkissingher.Shewas

moaning.



Her:"Esihle."

Me:"wakeup."

Sheopenedhereyes.

Her:"getoffme."

Igotoffher.

Me:"whyareyousleeping?"

Her:"Ihadaheadache."

Me:"feelingbetternow?"

Her:"yeahthanksforasking."



Shesaidsmiling.

Me:"ifIdon'tthanwhowill?"

Her:"whatever."

Welaughed.

Her:"letmegowashmyfacesothatwecanchill

heretogether."

Me:"yourfatherisdownstairsbabe."

Her:"drinking?"

Inodded.



Her:"nothingtoworryaboutthan."

Ichuckled.Shegavemeapeckbeforedisappearing

tothebathroom.Ilovethatgirlguys.Sheismy

everything.

Her:"Iwillgoandfetchussnaaksdownstairs.You

cantakemylaptopsolongandgotoNetflixand

rentmovies."

Me:"password?"

Her:"NkanyeziPcapitalNandthePdon'tleavea

spacebetweenthem."

Inodded.Sheunlockedthedoorbeforewalking

walkingout.



-

-

-

-

-

-

NKANYEZI

IwishIcouldbewokenupthatwayeverymorning.

Iusedtotheelevatortofindmywaydown.

Siya:"uphiEsihle?"

Me:"inmyroom."

Theylaughed.IAlsolaughedsmiling.Onlythe

adultswerehere.IcouldherEyodwascreaming

outside.



Riri:"whyncuma?"

-areyousmiling?

Me:"justHappytoseeyouguys."

Them:"isit?."

Siya:"I'msogoingtokickthatboy."

Wealllaughed.Iwalkedtothekitchen.Tookapack

ofSimbachips,Doritos,popcorn,peanuts,Biltong,

thebraaimeatinsorsatisticks,applejuiceforme

andpouredJamesonforhiminaTupperwarebottle.

Iplacedeveryonabigtreybeforewalkingtothe

elevator.Igottomyroomandhehasalready

closenthecurtains.Soitwasdark.



Perfect.

Me:"Iboughtfoodthatwilllastusforthewhole

night."

Him:"youwantmetospendthenighthere?"

Me:"please."

Him:"let'scallmyfather.I'msureEmihlewillalso

liketospendhertimewithNtlakanipho."

Igavehimapeckplacingthetreyontopofthebed.

Iwenttolockthedoor.Iclimbedontopofthebed

cuddlingwithhim.

Him:"wewon'tbecomingback."



Hisfather:"haikwedini."

Welaughed.

Hisfather:"oohlenntohlelinoNkwenkweziwakho."

-it'sbecauseyousittingwithyourNkwenkwezi.

EsihleBlushed.

Him:"yeah.Shoke."

Hedisconnectedthecall.Welaughed.

Him:"Imissedyousomuch."

Me:"weren'tyoucomingbacknextweek?"



Him:"yeah.Wewerechasedawaythere.Remember

whenwedrankatyourhouse.Wegothomeand

swearedatourmommakinganoise.Thenextday

shedroveustotheairport."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"thatmeansIshouldtakethisJamesonback

downstairs."

Him:"awutsho."

HesaidtakingtheTupperwarebottle.Welaughed.

Me:"youlovealcoholtoo."

Him:"notmorethanyou."



Welaughedkissing.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Eyodwa:"dawgIhavetoridethismottobike."

Wedecidedtositoutside.

Emihle:"I'mridingwithyou."

Ntlakanipho:"restinpeacemylove.KnowthatI

havealwayslovedyou."



Weburstoutlaughing.

Kelvin:"whyutsho?"

-saying?

Ntlakanipho:"EyodwandoniLangamottobike?

Rememberwhenshedragged2cars."

Welaughed.

Us:"YeahRestinpeace."

Sekani:"babydoyouhaveadeadwish?"

Aphiwe:"ItoldyouguysinsideIdon'twanttobe

corruptedbyher."



Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"yourlosebabe."

Shesaidhittingherthigh.Welaughedmore.

Emihle:"butI'mridingwithher.IfIdieIdie."

UsexceptNtlakanipho:"NtlakaniphoVicendaku

thanda."

-iloveyou

Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:"v'tsekini.AsIsayingifIdie.Iloveyouguys.

Tellmyfamilytoo."



Eyodwa:"let'sgotakethekeysandhelmets."

Shedraggedmeinsidethehouse.

Me:"ouch."

Theylaughedatus.

Eyodwa:"Niziendimthandayo."

-thatIlove.

Nizi:"thethafunanton'?"

-talkwhatdoyouwant?

Wealllaughed.

Her:"canIpleasehavethemottobikekeysand



helmets.Ipromisewewillbebackinlike5

minutes."

Nizi:"5minutes?Wena?"

Welaughed.

Eyodwamadepuppyeyes.

Her:"please.Wewillbebacksoon."

Liyema:"youloveputtingyourlifeatrisk."

Her:"youknowmebynow.Imustdieahappykid.

Fulloflife.Imustbeknownfortakingrisk.ShouldI

goon."

Them:"aaherearethemottobikekeys."



Shescreamedtakingthemwiththehelmets.

Her:"ifIdieIloveyouguys.Don'tcryinmyfuneral

justbehappythinkingaboutmycrazymoments.

Okay?Ok.Iloveyou."

Shesaidrunningout.Weshookourheadslaughing.

Itookmycarkeys.

Lungelo:"drivingnexttoher?"

Inoddedwalkingout.Ifyouknowamental

institutionnearbypleasetellmesothatIcantake

EyodwandoniLangatoone.

Igotoutsideandtheywerewearinghelmetsand

leatherjackets.



Me:"Iwillbedrivingnexttoyou.Idon'ttrustyouat

allwiththis."

Eyodwa:"takeavideoofme.Iwannaseemyself

riding"

ShegaveSekaniherphone.

Ntlakanipho:"canIhavemylastkiss."

Hesaidsulking.

Me:"metoo."

EmihlekissedNtlakaniphoandIkissedEyodwa.

Afterawhilewedroveoff.Whenwewereaboutto

takeoff.Shespinedaroundscreamingleavingtire



marksonthestreet.

Sherodeoff.Iwasridingnexttoher.Shemadeas

iftheyarefallingandEmihleheldhertightly.

Ntlakanipho:"lomthana."

-thischild.

Waride.akakuhlekengoku.Wedrovenearaclub

whichwasblastingmusicloudly.Sheletgoofthe

mottobikeanddancedwithherhands.Emihlewas

holdinghertightly.

Us:"damn."

Me:"guyslomthana."

-thischild.



Iwaslefthanging.Sekaniwastakingavideothis

wholetime.ShelookedatUsandmadeapeace

sighwithbothherhands.Shethanheldthe

mottobikeagainanddrovefasterthanusheading

home.

Aphiwe:"Iloveher."

Shescreamedandwelaughed.WeAlsodrove

homeandwegotinthegate.

Eyodwa:"bestexperienceever."

Therentswherealsooutsidenow.Shewasjumping

upanddown.

Emihle:"BestexperienceevereventhoughIsaw

Christ."



Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"IwouldbevomitingifIwereyou

baby."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Nandi:"whatdoyoumean."

Me:"yourdaughtertakesthehugestrisks.Ifbendi

NiniIwouldmakesurepolicyzamazikacollapse.i"

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"canIseemyselfnowplease."

Sekanigaveherthephone.



Thando:"wealsowanttosee."

Itookthephoneandwalkedinthehouse.They

followedme.IconnectedthephoneontheTV.

Weallwatched.

Them:"fuck!"

Eyodwa:"that'smeyouall.Yoooh."

Shewascryingholdingherheartsmiling.We

lookedatherandlaughed.

Nandi:"Ntandophone.laAVBOBpha."



Snakes:"Iwouldhavevomitedlookatherdancing

likesheisnotridingwithsomeone."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"lookatusguys.FuckI'mthebaddest.In

myfuneralplaythisvideo.NitheIwilldiemoc."

Welaughedather.

-

-

-

-

-

THANDO

Lifehasbeenhectic.What'skeepingmepushingis

mybabyonly.ThankGodIwillbemeetinghersoon.



Myfamilyhasbeenactingweirdforthepastfew

months.Idon'ttrustthemabit.Theymighttake

careofmebutIdon'ttrustthem.

SinelithawenttoOxfordUniversityinUK.Hewon't

beabletocomeback.

Istoppedgoingtoschool.Iwillgobacknextyear.I

havebeeninLabourpainssincelastnight.It'sjust

after4amandtheyhavestartedagain.

Iscreamedandanursecamein.

Her:"it'stime."

Theytookmetoanotherward.Worstpaineverwas

pushingherout.IheldherandIfallinlovewithher

thesamemoment.



ButIblackedoutholdingher.Iwaswokenupby

voices.ButIcouldn'topenmyeyes.

Uncle:"takethebabyandrunaway."

Mybrother:"that'swhatwewilldo."

What?ItriedopeningmyeyesbutIcouldn't.

Aunt:"weweren'tfeedinghercrazingsfornothing.

Andshealsohasapricetopay.Wheredoesshe

thinkthemoneywehavecomesfrom.Weschooled

andfedher."

Itriedwakingupbutthemachinesstaredbeeping

andIblackedoutagain.

-

-



-

-

-

-
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Ifinallywokeupandmyauntandunclewerenext

tome.

Me:"whereismySiphephelo?"



Aunt:"listenbaby.Wehadtotakeher."

Me:"what?Why?Iwillcallthepolice."

Uncle:"ifyouhaveadeadwish.Wetriedtobekind

withyou.Yourbrotherwilltakecareofher.They

willgroomyourdaughterinbeingagoodwifeofthe

Fakufamily.Wheredoyouthinkthemoneywehave

comesfrom?"

Icried.

Me:"youthreateningme?"

Aunt:"whatdoyouevenknowabouttakingcareof

babies?You'reababyyourself.Don'teventhinkof

tryinganythingstupidbecausehellwillbreakloose.

Whenyourdischargedhereyouwillbegoing



straighttoNigeriatoaboardingschoolthere.Now

beagoodgirlandbehave."

Withthatsaidtheywalkedout.Icriedmore.How

cantheyseparatemefrommydaughter.Theyare

eventakingmetoNigeriaforthatmatter.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

EYODWA

RightafterourNovemberexamsonthe4thof

NovemberChumaniwenttoPE.Todayit'sthe3rd

ofDecembermeaningheiscomingbackfromthe

bushes.



Thismonthhasbeenhellforme.I'musedtohaving

himaroundmethatIcouldn'tevenfunction

properly.Ican'twaittoseehim.

Onmybirthdayhesentmeatextusinghisfather's

cellphone.EngasembiRadebeguys.

Ntlakanipho:"makeitfastwehavetobeatthe

airportinlike5minutes."

Heshouteddownstairs.IwillbegoingtoPEwith

them.Myfamilywillgotheretomorrow.Itookmy

smallsuitcaseandrandownstairs.

Ikissedmyfamily'scheeks.

Me:"byeseeyoutomorrow."



Them:"bye."

Werushedout.

Sekani:"girlsarealwayslate."

Welaughed.

Aphiwe:"notmnakodwababy."

Welaughed.

Kelvin:"wewaitedforlike30minutesforyou."

Welaughed.



Aphiwe:"Ididn'tsaycomeearly."

Kelvin:"butwetoldyoutobereadyat3pm."

Me:"thanwhyareyouguyssayingI'mtheonethat

madeyoulate."

Welaughed.

Them:"mxmv'tsek."

Wegottotheairportandplanetookoff.Wegotto

PEat5pm.

Sekani:"ataxiiswaitingforusoutside."

Me:"what'swithyouguysandtaxisIswearyou

wanttobetaxidrivers."



Them:"laowyakho."

-thatboyfriendofyours.

Welaughed.

Me:"easylife.Hiswordsnotmine."

Welaughed.

Me:"norhsoyiowngoku.Ngubhutt'.Respectguys."

Them:"mxm."

Welaughed.ThetaxitookwegottoUitenhage.It

wasfunridingwiththem.Theyweremakingjokes

hereandthere.Wegottothehouseandwenttoput

ourbagsattheflatoutside.



Me:"Iwillbebackjustnow.Sayothathamtanam."

-iwanttotakemychild.

Aphiwe:"youwillfindusattheshop.Wearegoing

toEmihle."

Ichuckled.

Me:"nay'thandindlela."

Welaughed.Iwalkedouttothekitchen.

Nizi:"yeke.Inamthatheundiphekisakakubi."

-good.Heresheis,takeher,Ican'tevencook

properly.



Wealllaughedinthekitchen.

Me:"molweni."

Theygreetedmeback.ItookIzi.

Lethabo:"nobasewungxamelengomso."

-youmustbewaitingfortommorow.

Me:"amonthain'tajoke.AllIdidwaswakeup,eat

andsleep."

Isaidwithaworriedfaceandtheyburstout

laughing.

Riri:"saylonlomthanaguys.Nton'linyenziworry."

-thischildiscrazy.Whatmakesyouworried.



Me:"haiyenziworryle.NgxakiiI'musedtohaving

himaroundme."

Zimi:"atleastbenikenaphumlafromdikana."

Welaughed.

Nizi:"mxmChumanilobecelaqhophonekuSiyafor

thethaNaye.Besinyayidepressionphakwela

bhomolakhelimnyama."

Weburstoutlaughing.MxmNizi.

Me:"hesentmeatextonmybirthdaymoc."

Them:"besinyaqa."



Welaughed.Istayedwiththemforabout15

minutesbeforegoingtotheshopwithIzi.Ihugged

EsihleandEmihle.

Me:"I'msureNkanyezibezakuweeveryday."

Theywerealsohere.Theylaughed.

Esihle:"yayaziiklk."

-youknow

Welaughed.HesaidthatkissingNkanyezi's

forehead.

Me:"nobabufunubuyelawena."

-maybeyouwantedtogoback.

Emihle:"eish.Sesibulelanjebaelapha."



-wegratefulthathishere.

Ntlakanipholookedher.Welaughed.

Ntlakanipho:"ngathikanthibubusyngalamowakho

mabi."

-ihopeyouweren'tbusywithyouruglyboyfriends.

Welaughed.

Uvuyo:"bebusyngawondikuxelelewena

Ntlakanipho."

-shewasbusywiththem.

NkanyeziandEsihle:"serious."

Welaughed.



Emihle:"zothembabanibaby?"

-whowillyoutrustbaby.

Ntlakanipho:"bona."

-them.

Emihle:"shoke."

Welaughedatthem.Someonewalkedtotheshop

playingthoseSkothanesongs.

Me:"heendilibelenobaningokubokuboklendawu."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:"noEsihlebendikendambonaefakiplasterkwi



carvelaenxibeomathiabangafaniyoiyipainted

ebluenelastnumber.NihambenidyolaNkanyezi."

IwaslyingIdon'tevenknowifthathappenedornot.

Theyburstoutlaughing.

Esihle:"aamarnaamarnsundixokaEyodwa.Baby

bukewaybonawenalonto?"

Nkanyezi:"youjustgreenedmebro."

-yandihlazabro.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Esihle:"aamarnEmihlekhathethiNyan'.Andinayo

nePaintedeblue."

Me:"locolouriyiyowethu.Bendicolourblinded



ngalamini.'

Welaughed.

Esihle:"aamarnguyszangendasiso."

Sekani:"Nyanisilekodwantwanabendikendaku

bonaphoto.lekwindawuengathitownhall."

-shetalkingthetruth.Isawyouinaplacethatlooks

likeatownhall.

Me:"yeahbekupha.Ephenebleach."

Them:"bleach?"

Me:"ndikuxelelukxelela."



Weburstoutlaughing.

Uvuyo:"mxmyaybaxangoku."

Me:"heeseriousguys.Ndayazilenntondiythethayo.

ngomgqibelobayapark.eniyolahliwatchyakwa

Markhamye350"

Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:"ndithenqazidukazonke."

Esihle:"mxmndoxelelumamam."

-iwillgoandtellmymom.

Weburstoutlaughing.



Nkanyezi:"aaguymarn."

Kelvin:"samthetheleli."

Welaughed.

Me:"otherwisendadlalaguys.Sanuthathayonke

intoserious."

-i'mjustjoking.Don'ttakeanythingIsayserious.

Welaughed.

.

.

Wesangthewholenight.AndIwashavingagreat

timetothepointwheremyvoicedisappeared.

Theywerenowsingingoutsidethegate,waitingfor

themantocomeback.Uvuyobelinqalathilaka



Chumani.IwasjuststandingatthegatewithIzi

clappingmyhands.

Iwassofuckentiredguysmyvoiceisevengone.

ButIwon'tsleepIwanttoseemybaby.Butwhen

IziissleepingIwillgosleepwithher.

Theycameandthestreetwasfullnow.Hewas

coveredinthosewhiteblanketsholdingastickso

didUvuyo.

Yonkeintobekufunekeyenziweyenziwa.Iwas

sittingnexttohimonagrassmatnowsincehe

wantedmenexttohim.

Him:"thankGoditallcametoanend.Iwaslosing

mymindupthere."

Welaughed.



Me:"thatwastorturebra.Amonthwithoutyouwas

likehell.Undiqeliseintoembhi."

Him:"nguwelo."

Welaughed.

Him:"phelenevoicemylove.Masigxotheababantu

ndaqibelisak'dala."

-yourvoiceisgonemylove.Let'schaseallthese

peopleout,whenlastdidIgetsome.

Hesaidlookingathisdick.Welaughed.

Me:"can'twaittotasteyou."

Him:"let'schasethemout."



Me:"aaRadebe."

Isaidbrushingisboldhead.Welaughed.

Him:"mxmkodwandimbiumna."

Me:"andawuxokimylovenjebingathibuyeubitye

bitya."

-andyounotlyingmylove,youcamebackthin.

Isaidhittinghisbarechest.

Him:"Eyodwasundiqela."

-don'tfuckwithme.

Me:"aababylookatyourmuscles.Theywerebig



looknowtheyaresmall."

Isaidtouchingthem.

Him:"Ishouldhavestayedthereforanothermonth.

Ndibuyeleuzogezelwanguweapha."

-icamebacktobemockedbyyou.

Me:"Xolokebhutt'hunny."

Weburstoutlaughing.

Him:"bhutt'Bae."

Me:"ndaxxelela."

-i'mtellingyou.



Welaughed.

Me:"letmesavethelittlevoiceIhavefor

tommorow."

Him:"phuzekqala.Justaquickpeck."

Ismiledkissinghim.Wepulledoutafterminutes.

Heturneditintoadeepkiss.

Him:"Ialmostthoughtmylipswereavirginagain."

Welaughed.Mxmsilelobhutti.

-

-

-

-



-

-
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WewerenowbackatJohannesburg.Iworethatfull

attireyamlerhwalaandiyandifanelamajita.

QhaEyodwaalwaysmocksmeandI'musedtoher

teasingme.Ifinditcute.Ipockedhernose.



Her:"leavemealone."

SheisangryatmebecauseIdon'twanttomake

breakfastforher.Shesleptherlastnightafterher

gig.Biyi16klk.

Me:"butyou'relayingonmychestnow."

Isaidopeningandclosinghermouth.

Her:"Bhutt'hunnyndakcela."

-please.

Me:"yavaphabhutt'."

-youherethatBhutt'.



Welaughed.

Her:"I'mstillolderthanyouSir."

Me:"whocares?"

Her:"Bhutt'hunny,bhutt'bae,bhutt'sweetheartcan

youpleasemakemebreakfast."

Welaughed.Everytimeshewantssomethingshe

praisesme.

Me:"1moreroundthanIwillmakeyoubreakfast."

Shesmirkedclimbingontopofme.Shecan'tresist

menow.AfterasteamyroundIworemyoverall.

Her:"bekholeoverall."



-thanthereisthisoverall.

Me:"ndingubhutt'klk."

Her:"mxm.Yistruwhenyourtimeisoveryouwillbe

ayellowboneyilombhola."

Me:"yeahfunaubengunomnyamanawedwa."

-yesIwantyoutobeablackbonealone.

Shetooktheshoesonthefloorwandiqayangazo.I

walkedoutlaughingduckingtheshoes.

.

.

AftertakingashowertogetherIworemysuitand

hat.SheworeaDressfromDior.

Her:"yourhairgrowsfast."



Shesaidtakingofmyhatsinceshewasapplying

imbolaonmyface.

Me:"I'maboy.Duh."

Welaughed.

Her:"ninamatshambakanjanii.Whyhatyakwa

Lacoste?"

Me:"nxibeezantoze50rumna?"

-mustIwearthethingsfor50r

Weburstoutlaughing.

Her:"let'sgoI'mdonehere.Yakncedalembhola

causethesmallpimplesthatwereonyourforehead



aregonenow."

Me:"goodcausebuzenzadoctorpimplepopper

kum."

-youwerebeingdoctorpimplepopperonme.

Welaughed.

Her:"sayssomeonewhowaspoppingmyforehead

justafewminutesago."

Me:"nomarnbaby.Thatpimplewasbiganditwas

irritatingme."

Her:"mypimplenotyours."

Irolledmyeyes.



Her:"awumbibhutt'sweetheart."

-youugly.

SeeItoldyou.CanIhaveanothergirlfriendplease.

Butdon'ttellherItoldyou.Sileloangambulala

lomtu.Welaughed.

Me:"mxm."

Shekissedme.

Her:"let'sgo."

Shesaidpullingme.

-

-

-



-

-

-

EYODWA

Me:"Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthisdayguys.Like

somethingwillhappen."

Isaiddrinkingmystrongbow.Iwaswithmybro's

andAphiwe.Weweredrinking.

Them:"yeahwehaverealizedthatyounoteven

talkingthatmuchtoday."

Iheldmyheartandtheylaughed.

Me:"Idon'ttalkthatmuchguys."

Them:"areyousure?"



Welaughed.

Aphiwe:"canyoupleasetakemehome.Mybrothers

wantmethereasinlikeyesterday."

Me:"let'sgoforcarracingdowntown.Wewillsell

thecarthatIwin."

Them:"phambene."

Me:"pleaseguys."

Theylaughed.

Chumani:"ifyoulose?"



Me:"Iwillgivethemthecarthenhijackitback."

Theyburstoutlaughing.Ialsolaughed.

Kelvin:"nomarnaverygoodfriendofminedmed

mewiththementalinstitutionnumber."

Welaughedmore.

Chumani:"youdidagreatjobman.Ihavebeen

wantingthoseformonthsnow."

Me:"bhutt'sweetheartyoucan'tsaythatmeandyou

havebeentogetherforayearand3monthsnow."

Onour1yearanniversary.Hebookedthewhole

restaurantforus.Anditwasagreatnight.Myman

issoromanticbathong.



Chumani:"butyoumadlikecrazy."

Welaughed.

Me:"mxm."

Hekissedmycheek.Theylaughedatme.

Me:"let'sgo."

IsaidtakingmyCitiGolfcarkey.Aphiwecame

downwithherbag.ShecamewentbacktoPretoria

aftermgidikaChumaniandcamebackhere1day

ago.

.

.

Weweredowntownnow.IcomehereeverytimeI'm



stressedout.AndtodayI'mfeelingrestlessmaybe

thiswillhelp.

Sekani:"wewillwatchyououtsidewithother

people."

Inodded.IkissedChumanibeforehewalkedout.I

salutedZakes.

Him:"youwillberacingwithGarnietoday."

Me:"youcan'tbeseriousTaZakes.Thatmandrives

fast."

Helaughed.

Him:"Ihavefaithinyou.YoualsodrivefastandI

thinkyouwillwinhiscar.Buthesaidifyouwinhe



willgiveyoumoney."

Inoddedandfistbumpedhim.Mycarwasstanding

nexttoGarnie's.Istartedmyengineandlookedat

him.

Healsolookedatmeandstartedhisto.Iwinked

beforedrivingoff.Hepassedmebutyaxoka.I

drovepassedhimtooandgottothefinishingline.

Igotoutandscreamed.Everyonewasshoutingout

forme.Garniestoppedhisafterafewseconds.

Hecametomeandwehugged.

Zakes:"shiywamntanabra."

Welaughed.Zakesgavemeabagfullofmoney.



Me:"shomajita.SayePretoria.Bendizohlalaif

bendingaleqi."

-i'mrushingtoPretoria,IwasgoingtostayifI

wasn'tinarush.

Isaidbrohuggingthem.Iplacedthebaginbootof

thecar.Mybro'sgotinandItookoff.

Chumani:"soyoucomehereeverytime.Causethese

peopleknowyou."

Me:"yeahwhenI'mstressedout."

TheyChuckled.

Aphiwe:"istheresomethingyoudon'tdo?"



Welaughed.

Me:"yeahballet."

Welaughed.

.

.

WegottoPretoriaandItookAphiweinthehouse.I

justwantedtogreatherbrothers.Ithasbeenalong

time.WhentheycometomyIdon'tgettimetotalk

tothem.

Me:"babiesI'mhome."

Theylaughedcomingdownstairs.Ihuggedand

kissedalltheircheeks.

Me:"Ijustcametosayhi.Ihavetodrivebackto



Johannesburg.Iloveyouall."

Isaidgettingout.NowI'matease.Thatcarracing

helpedalot.

Me:"letmetakeushome."

Them:"wedwa."

-onlyyou.

Welaughed.

Me:"whichclubtoday."

Kelvin:"Iwannagotoashisanyamatodaysolet's

gotothehoodwhereyouusedtolivein."



Inoddedsmiling.Idroveoff.Wewerehavinga

greattimechattingupastormlaughing.Something

burstedthewheelsandIlostcontrolofthecar.And

ithitthetree.

Weallblackedoutinthecar.

-

-

-

-

-
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Lungelowaswatchingthenewsasalways.

Liyema:"kodwabuzbukelengo5."

-butyouwatchedthemat5pm.

Theylaughed.

Lungelo:"eenebutZiimportantwhatifsomething

happensandwenotwatching."

Ntsika:"butthisisthesamethingthatwastoldthe

firsttime."



Nandi:"hambanolala.'

-gosleep.

Theyalllaughed

Ntsika:"haibonobasizintanganoEyodwa."

-maybewearethesameageasEyodwa.

Lungelo:"uphikhonalowo?Causebethekum

uzobuyango6ngu7ngoku."

-whereissheanyway?Becauseshesaidshewillbe

backatsixandthetimeis7now.

Nandi:"kamendimphone.le."

-letmecallher.

-

-



-

-

-

WhileNiziandSiyawereintheirownworldthinking

aboutchumani.

Uvuyo:"younotevenwatchingguys.Weallhave

beenwaitingfortheseawards."

NiziandSiya:"sorry.JustthatI'mworriedabout

chumani."

TheylookedateachotherandChuckled.

Nkanyezi:"youguyscouldn'tevenhearthatIziwas

crying."

Nizi:"wearereallysorryguys.Wepromisewewill



bemorefocusednow."

Siya:"canyouratherrecordtheawards.Orwecan

catchuplateron.Iwannawatchthenews."

Nkanyezi:"yuuhndaba."

-thenews.

Theylaughedatherfacialexpressioneventhough

theirheartswerenotatease.

Siya:"ndakcelaprincess."

-pleaseprincess.

Nkanyezi:"fine."

Uvuyo:"umna?"



-andme?

Theylaughed.

Siya:"mxmv'tsekkwedini."

Hesaidchangingtonews.

-

-

-

-

-

LethaboandTTontheotherhandcouldn'teven

focusatwork.

Nurse:"sorryDr.ViceyougaveMr.Mhlongothe

wrongpills.YousupposetogivehimHighblood

pressurepillsbutyougavehimLowbloodpressure



pills."

Lethabo:"sorryjustthatmymindisalloverthe

place.Ican'tevenfocusproperly."

Shesaidgivingthenurselowbloodpressurepills.

ThenursewalkedoutandTTwalkedinandsighed

layingdownonthebed.

Lethabo:"Idon'tknowwhyIkeeponmaking

mistakestoday."

TT:"Igavethepatientsthewrongpillsforthe6th

timenow."

Lethabo:"Ialmostlostapatientshehadaseizure

becauseofthetreatmentIgaveher.ThankGodDr.

Thomaswasthere."



TT:"youknowwhatlet'sgohomebeforeweactually

causemoretrouble."

Theylaughed.Theypackedtheirthingsandwalked

outoftheoffice.

-

-

-

-

-

-

AyolaandCagewerewiththeirlastbornLihle.

Ayola:"Lihlewhereistheremotecontrol?"

Theyhavebeenoutthewholeday.Theyjustgot

backfromSowetotherewasaceremonytherefrom

Cage'ssideofthefamily.



Lihle:"Sekaniwasthelastpersonwhohaditbefore

weleft."

Cage:"sosizobukelu1ngoku."

-sowewillwatchSABC1now.

Theylaughed.

Ayola:"ndabastill.'

-thenewsstill.

Lihle:"Iwillfetchtheoneinyourroomthan."

Ayola:"letmejustcallSekanifirst.Justtosaveyour

energy."



Shecalledhim5time'sbutitrangunanswered.

Ayola:"that'sodd.Sekanialwaysanswershiscalls."

Cage:"tryAphiwe's.Oro'Ntlakanipho."

Ayola:"letmetryAphiwefirst."

Shecalledher.

Aphiwe:"MakaYonwaba."

Ayola:"heybaby.IsSekaninearyousomehow?"

1thingaboutTheStackswivestheygetalongwith

theirchildrensgirlfriends.Theylovethemsomuch.



Aphiwe:"no.I'minPretoria.Theyleftalongtime

ago.Buthisnotansweringmytextsorcallsandif

hasbeen2hoursnow."

Ayola:"okayEnkossisweetie."

Shedisconnectedthecall.

Ayola:"nowI'mgettingworried.Theywerein

Pretoria2hoursagoandit'sunlikehimtonot

answerhiscalls."

Cagelookedatherworriedtoo.

-

-

-

-

-



Nobuntu:"babytimeforthenews."

NobuntuandMikealwayswatchesthenewssince

it'simportantforthemtoknowtheirsurroundings

becauseoftheirworkchoices.

It'simportantforthemtobeupdatedabout

everything.RememberMikeisajudgeandnobuntu

isanadvocate.

Mike:"I'mcoming."

Mikewenttocuddlewithhiswifeonthecouch.

Nobuntu:"youknowKelvinshouldbebackbynow.

Hepromisedtocomebackearlytoday."

Mike:"maybetheygotheldupsomewhere.You



knowhowboysare."

Nobuntu:"let'shopeso."

Mike:"nowlet'sconcentrate."

HesaidgivingNobuntuapeck.

-

-

-

-

-

Astheywereallwatchingthenews.

Newsreporter:"namhlanjeeSandtonusukaePitoli

kukhoingozikuM1.kulemotobekukhoabantu

abayi-5intombazanaenyeeqhubakunyene-4guys.

kuthiwa1yamakhwenkweukubangumntwana



kaSiyamthandaPlaatjies.Indodayamashishini.

Kodwaiingxeloaziqinisekanga.Kwaye

abaqinisekangangentoeyenzekileyo..."

Them:"what!!"

Theyallscreamedatthesametime.Theladies

cried.Theyrushedtothehospital.AsLethaboand

TTwereabouttowalkout.Stretcherswerebought

in.

WiththeboysandEyodwa.Theywerestuckonone

1placelookingattheirlifelessbodies.

Couldthisbetheendoftheirlife's?

-

-

-



-

-
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LethaboandTTwerestillstuckin1place.Tears

streameddownLethabo'sface.Astheywerestill

standingtheretheotherparentswalkedintoo.

Nizi:"baphi?"



-wherearethey?

Shesaidbreakingdown.LethaboandTTsnapped

outoftheirdreamworld.

Lethabo:"wasthatmyson?"

Shesaidshakingandcrying.TTrantotheER

(emergencyroom)butwaskickedoutashecan't

takecareofthatMattercause.Hewillbeto

emotional.

Theyallwenttothewaitingroom.Thedoctor

walkedout.Theyalljumpedtohim.

Doctor:"canyouallpleasesignthesepapers.Forus

tooperate."



Theyallgrabbedthepapersandstartedsigning

withoutevenlookingatwhatiswritten.

Lethabo:"don'tsignthelastpaperthat'saDNR(do

notresuscitate)"

Shesaidbreakingdown.Theyjustnoddedandgave

thepapersbacktothedoctor.

Siya:"howcanthishappen.Eyodwaisnota

carelessdriver.Iknowforafactthatsheisnot1.

Sheisagreatdriverinfact."

Theyalllookedathim.Heshookhisheadtryingto

thinkwhatcouldhavepossiblyHappened.

TT:"wasshetheonedriving?"



Theyallnodded.

LethaboandNandi:"doyouhaveanewenemy

perhaps?"

Theyshooktheirheads.

Siya:"itwasnotevenadrinkanddrivesituation.I'm

definitelysurethatthiswasstagged."

Nizi:"let'snotworryaboutthatnowandjustfocus

onmakingsurethatourchildrenarefine."

Theynodded.TheysatinSilenceandtheirsobs

weremakinganoise.After3hoursofwaitingand

themloosingtheirpatientsthedoctorfinallywalked

out.



Them:"howarethey?"

Doctor:"wemanagedtosavethem.Ms.Langahasa

brokenlegand3ribbones.Shewasluckythatthe

bonewas1cmawayorwewouldhavelosther.Mr.

PlaatjiesbrokeanarmnothingmajoralsoMr.

Williams.Mr.Vicehithisheadhardcausinghimto

bleedintheinsidebutwestoppedthebleedingand

heissufferingfromclosedbraininjurythatwilllast

for4week.Iwon'tgointodetailsincesMr.AndMrs.

ViceknowwhatI'mtalkingabout.AndlastlyMr.

Layi.Helostalotbloodbutwewereableto..."

:"Dr.ThomasweneedyouintheER.WeloosingMr.

Layi!!"

Saidtheintercominthecorridors.AyolaandCage

wentcrazywhileDr.ThomasranbacktotheER.

Ayola:"Ican'tlosemyson!"



Shesaidbreakingdown.Cagehuggedher.

Cage:"wewon'tlosehim."

Nandi:"canwepleaseprayforhim."

Theyallheldhandsandprayed.Afteranhour.

DoctorThomascameout.

Ayola:"howismysondoctor?"

Doctor:"helostalotofbloodandheneedablood

donorwithhisbloodtypeorhewilldie.Heneeds

thisbloodASAP."

Them:"wewilldothedonation."



Theyfollowedthedoctortothelap.Theytook

everyone'sbloodsamples.Theyallwaitedindoctor

Thomas'sofficepacingaround.

Hegotin.

Dr:"I'vegotbadnews.YouallarenotmatchshisaO

negativeandyouguysareOpositives."

TheyalllookedathimindisbeliefandAyolafainted.

Thenewsthedoctortoldthembroketheirhearts

intopeices.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Ayolawastakenin.

Cage:"doc.isn'tthereanyblooddonatedbyanyone

hereinthishospital?"



TheywereallinAyola'swardandshejustwokeup

crying.

Doctor:"theyarestilllookingforhisbloodtype."

:"Whereismyson!!?"

Saidabreakingdownvoicebehindthem.Theyall

lookedbackonlytofindStarfire.Rememberher?

YeahsheisSekani'smother.

Cage:"whatthefuckdoyouwanthere?"

Starfire:"Iwantmyson.!!"

Shesaidbreakingdown.



Ayola:"youdon'thaveasonhere."

Starfire:"don'tstartwithmewebothknowthat

Sekaniismyson.I'mhermother."

Ayola:"oohpleasetheoneyouleftwithme.Youcall

thatbeingamother."

Lungelo:"canyoualljustkeepquietandfocuson

findingSekani'sbloodtype.Whatifhediesor

something?"

Hesaidboldly.Anditwentquiet.

Starfire:"youcantestme.Ican'tlosemyson."

Doctor:"followme."



Shefollowedthedoctor.After5minutesthedoctor

camebackalonesinceStarfirewastakenin.

Doc:"Ihavegotgoodnews.Sheisthesameblood

typeashim.Sowewillbedoingtheoperationnow."

Withthatsaidhewalkedout.Theywereallthankfull

butAyolawasalittlebitjealous.After2hoursof

waitingthedoctorcameback.

Doctor:"wemanagedtosavehim.Heisstill

unconsciousthough."

TheyallthankedGod.Everyonewenttotheirchild's

ward.

-

-

-



-

-

{Weeklater}

-

NKANYEZI

Me:"mhh."

Isaidansweringmyphone.

:"Phuma.I'moutside."

IlookedatthecalleritwasEsihle.

Me:"baby."

Hegiggled.



Him:"Icameback40minutesagopleasecome

outside.Imissyou."

Me:"giveme5minutes.

Him:"Iwillwaitforyou."

Idroppedthecallandjumpedofbed.Iwenttothe

bathroomtocheckifmyfaceisstillfine.Ibrushed

myteeth.AndrandownstairssinceIwasalready

wearingmysandlc.

WellEyodwaisstillunconscioustheotherswoke

upandtheyaredischarged.Theyallspenttheir

Christmasdaysthere.ItwassuchadullChristmas.

CauseLastyearwespentChristmasdaytogether.

:"Whereyougoing?"



IlookedbackandmyParentswereplayingwithIzi

atthelounge.

Me:"Esihle."

Siya:"shotaIziathinayeuyaphumangoku."

-onlyIziislefttosayshe'sout.

Welaughed.Iwalkedout.Andsawhisfather'scar.I

gotin.

Me:"Mylove."

Him:"Nkwenkweziyam."

Ismiledandwekissed.Hedrovetotheparkwithus

jammingonGiveon'ssongs.Hisourfavoriteartist.

Ourfavoriteplayedheartbreakanniversary.



Wesangthesongtogether.

Him:"holdonwhyarewelisteningtohimlikewe

depressed?"

Welaughed.Wegottotheparkandwenttositon

thegrass.

Me:"youtheonethatmademelistentoGiveon."

Him:"whyareyoublamingmeforthat?"

Me:"youratfault.YouknowCraigusedto."

Ilookedathim.Andhelookedatmewiththat

'continuetalkingshitandyouwillsee'



Him:"mxm."

Hetookouthisphoneandplayedwithit.Itried

kissinghimbuthejustlookedatme.Ilaughed.

Me:"babyI'msorryformentioninghim."

Hedidn'tevenrespondtomehejustcontinued

answeringhismessages.Itriedkissinghimagain

buthejustduckedthekiss.

Me:"okay.I'msingle"

Isaidgettingup.ButhepulledmeandIfallontop

ofhim.

Him:"v'tsekyounotsingledon'tpissmeoff."



Withthatsaidhekissedme.Webothlaughed

kissing.Hebiteme.Kabuhlungu.

Me:"mmhouch."

Him:"yaqelanawe."

Hekissedme.Mxmsaylonlomthana.

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

IknowhaveaslingonmyRightarm.Andit's

difficultformetousemyleftarmsinceI'maright

handedperson.



Weallgotbadlyinjuredthere.Iwonderwhatwent

wrongcauseIknowforafactthatEyodwaisn'ta

carelessdriver.Youcanevenseethewayshe

drivesamottobike.

Somethinghappenedtothetires.Igottothe

hospitalsinceIwantedtoseeEyodwa.Ithasbeen

2daysnowsinceIhavebeendischarged.Ivisither

everyday.

Igottoherwardandshewaslookingup.Iquickly

rantoherandgaveherabonecrackinghug.

ThoughthehugfeltdifferentIbrushedthatfeeling

off.

Her:"ouch."

Iletgoofher.



Me:"sorryjustthatImissedyou."

Her:"Imissedyoutoo."

Shesaidforcingasmile.

Me:"whenareyougettingdischarged?"

Her:"Idon'tknowokay?!"

Shejustsnapped.Ilookedatherandstoodup.

What'swrongwithher?Sheneversnapsatmefor

noreason.

Her:"Radebe."

Ilookedather.



Her:"I'msorry.Ididn'tmeantosnapatyou.Idon't

knowwhatgotintome.Pleaseforgiveme."

Inoddedsmilingandwenttositnexttoher.We

kissed.Therewasn'tthatelectricsparkanymore.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wesmiledlookingdeepineachother'seyes.

-

-

-

-

-



-
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Thewholefamilywalkedin.

Eyodwa:"mybaby."

ShesaidlookingatIzi.Iziputherhandsupforher

AndsiyagaveherIzi.



Me:"butI'myourbaby."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"doyoucryatnight?"

Theylaughedatme.

Me:"ndizokubonisayistru."

Shelookedatmeandwealllaughed.

Mybro's:"heys."

Theysaidhittingherhangingleg.Theonethatwas

broken.



Eyodwa:"minqundu."

Welaughed.

Siya:"howisyou?"

Welaughedcausehealsohitherleg.

Nandi:"nomanmntanamlonimbethayo."

-thisismychildthatyouhitting.

Shesaidhittingallofthem.Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"IwonderwhyIwoke.Iwasstillmaking

propershoesforMosesnotezambadadazesand

zakhe."



-thosesandsandlc.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Snakes:"youwillneverchange.Igiveyou."

TT:"meandyoubromeandyou."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"serious.Noahbengafunisixelenegusha

pha."

-noahdidn'twantustoslaughterasheepthere.

Welaughedmore.

Lungelo:"Lethabokazeezawayzikwenza



unconsciousmarn."

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"dad."

Welaughedatherfacialexpression.

Sekani:"kodwanyanisileguys.Judasbesendi

thengisilenithikuthenindibuyile."

-sheistalkingthetruth.WhydoyouthinkI'mback

Judasbetrayedme.

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"celiMaliyamyakwaRAFizekum."

-canmoneyfromRAFcometome.



Weburstoutlaughing.

-

-

-

-

-

KELVIN

Me:"doyouguysperhapsneedfoodfromthe

cafeteria?"

Theyallshooktheirheads.

Eyodwa:"meat."

Weburstoutlaughing.



Me:"mxm."

Iwalkedout.Wehavebeenhereforawhilenow.I

walkedtothecafeandboughtSpriteformyself.As

IwasturningIbumpedintosomeoneandmydrink

fallcausingamessonthefloor.

Me:"whatthefuck."

Thatgirljuststoodtherewithoutsayingaword.I

lookedatherwaitingforasorry.butIgotlostinher

eyes.

Me:"whatcan'tyoutalk?"

Imanagedtosnapoutofmythoughts.Sheisso

fuckenbeautifulnocap.



Shenoddedsadly.

Me:"whatdoyoumeanyoucan'ttalk?"

Shejustshrugged.Sheisserious.

Me:"what'syourname?"

Isaidwithmyhands.GuysIcantalksignlanguage.

Itakelessonsonline.

:"Sindy!Ohyouhere.Whatthefuckdidyoudonow."

Sindygirl:"itwasamistake.Ibumpedintohim."

Shetalkedwithherhands.



Thatgirl:"I'msosorrybhutt'."

Shesaidgivingmea20rnote.

Me:"noit'sfine.Iwillbuymyselfanotherone."

Theysmiled.MhleSindyguys.

Me:"takecare."

Italkedwithmyhands.Sindywasblushing.I

walkedbacktotheward.Igotinsmiling.

Ntlakanipho:"wancuma?"

Onlymybro'swereleftnow.



Me:"Ijustmetmysoulmate."

Theyburstoutlaughing.

Sekani:"nomoretapandpass?"

YeahafterUmi'sdeathIwentbacktomyoldhabits.

Me:"yeah.Theonlyproblemisthatshecan'ttalk."

Them:"can'ttalk?"

Me:"yeahsheismute."

Theylaughed.

Me:"Icantalksignlanguageguyshaibo."



Them:"huh?"

Welaughed.

Eyodwa:"Wondersshallneverendonearth.Kwaze

laphi?"

Me:"onlineclassesguys."

Theylookedatmeshocked.

Ntlakanipho:"izmangazashiyana."

Welaughed.

-

-



-

-

-
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-

-

SEKANI

Thefollowingday.IwasatMuggandBeanenjoying



mybreakfasthere.

IwillbegoingtoPretoriaafterthis.Imissmybaby

somuchalthoughIsawher2daysago.

Someonesatinfrontofme.Ilookedonlytobemet

byawhitelady.Shehasgreeneyeslikemine.She

hasmynosetoo.

Me:"howcanIhelpyou?"

Her:"Ican'tbelievethattheykeptmeawayfrommy

son."

Me:"whatdoyoumeanthatI'myourson?"

Shewipedhertears.



Her:"I'myourmother.Yourfather'swifeisn'tyour

mother."

Me:"Iknow.Butyoubeingmybiologicalmother

doesn'tmeanyoumymother.Wherewereyouall

theseyearswhenAyolawastakinggoodcareof

me?"

Her:"IknowIwasn'tthere.Yourfatherchasedme

awayandthreatenedtokillme."

Inodded.

Her:"Iwasthinkingperhapswecouldhavea

relationship.Iwouldreallyappreciateit.Ithasbeen

15yearssinceIlastsawyou."

Me:"Iguesswecantry."



Shesmiledgenuinely.

Her:"thankyousomuch.AlwaysknowthatIlove

youokay?"

Ijustnodded.ImeanlikeIjustmetherIcan'tlove

heralready.

Her:"goodthingIcameintimeatthehospitalorwe

wouldhavethisopportunitynow."

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Her:"youlostalotofbloodandeveryonewasn't

yourbloodtypeandIwassoyeah."

Ismiled.



Me:"ThankyouIguess."

Shenoddedsmiling.

Her:"Ihavetogo."

Me:"canIhaveyournumberperhaps."

Her:"yeahwhynot."

Shewroteitdown.Istoodupandgaveherahug.

GuysI'magoodheartedperson.Andsheneeded

theassurancethatI'mwillingtomeetherhalfway.

Thehuglastedlongerthanexpected.

Her:"IloveyouSekani."



Shesaidwalkingout.Ismiledsittingdown.

-

-

-

-

-

-

KELVIN

IwenttothehospitalsinceIhavetotakeofmy

slingnow.Idideverythingandwentout.Ibumped

intoSindy.

Iwavedsmilingstoppingherfromwalkingaway.

Shewavedback.

Me:"howareyou?"



Keepinmindweareusingourhandstotalk,Sign

Language.

Her:"I'mgreatandyou?"

Me:"awesomesinceIjustsawyou."

Sheblushed.

Her:"what'ssoawesomeaboutseeingme?"

Me:"everythingaboutyou.Yoursobeautifulbythe

way."

Her:"you'rethefirstguytoactuallysaythatactually

you'rethefirstguythathaseverspokentome."

Ipunchedtheair.Sheheldhermouthindicating



thatsheislaughing.Hervoicemustbeangelic.

Me:"canItakeyouout?'

Her:"whatwillyoudowithamutegirllikeme?"

Me:"IwilldoeverythingIdowithagirlthatisn't

mute."

Shelookeddownsmiling.

Me:"please."

Her:"fine."

Me:"canIhaveyournumber."



Her:"givemeyourphone."

Igaveittoher.Shepunchedinhernumber.

Me:"Iwillfacetimeyou."

:"Siyolice"

Someoneyelledfrombehindshelookedback.

Me:"what'syournameexactly?"

Her:"bothofthemaremyname's."

Me:"okaybye."

Isaidhuggingher.Shehuggedmebackandheld



metightly.Ialsohuggedhertightlykissingher

forehead.Sheisshorterthanme.

Me:"Takecare"

Isaidlettinghergo.Shesmiledgoing.Ilovethat

MuteGirl.Isaidwatchingherwalkingaway.She

lookedatmeandsmiledagain.

-

-

-

-

-

APHIWE

Sam:"whenlastdidyouspeaktoEyodwa."

Me:"2daysago.Sheisstillinthehospital."



Vusi:"sheisafighter."

Justthantherewasaknockonthedoor.Justthan

MamuNomondogotinwithaladylookinglikeme.

GuysIlooklikebothofmyparentsbutmostlythis

woman.

Weallstoodup.

Thatlady:"shereallyismytwinschild.Ooh

mntanam."

Shesaidhuggingme.Iwasjuststackinoneplace.

Sheletgo.Weallsatdown.

Me:"what'shappeninghere?"

Nomonde:"rememberwhenIsaidyoulooklike



someone?"

Inodded.Shehasbeensayingthateverysinceshe

startedworkinghere.

Nomonde:"Iwasactuallyreferringtoher.Sheis

yourmother'stwin."

Tearsstreameddownmyface.

Me:"Ineedsomefreshair."

Isaidgettingout.whyisshecomingonlynow?I

don'tunderstandwhylifeislikethissometimes.

Alsomyfathernevercametolookforus.

IwalkedoutthegateandsawSekani'scarpulling

over.Irantohimandcriedmyeyesout.Hegave



meatighthug.

Him:"what'swrong?"

Itoldhimeverything.

Me:"Imeanwhydidtheysearchforusallthese

years.Mysistersevendied.Maybejustmaybeif

theylookedforus.OsiandUmiwouldhavebeen

alivebynow.I'Msorrybutdon'tneedmybiological

family.Ihavebeenfinewithoutthemfor17years.

Alltheydoisdestroyme."

Him:"everythingwillbefinebabydon'tworryokay."

Inodded.

Him:"Iunderstandyourangerrightnowbutwhen



youintherightstateofmindyouwilljusthearher

sideofthestorythendecidewhatyouwant."

Ismiledandnodded.Hewipedmytears.

Him:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wekissed

Him:"seemslikebothourMothershavecameback.

Ialsosawminetoday."

Welaughed.

Me:"whatHappened?"



Hetoldmewhathappened.

Me:"givingherachance?"

Henodded.

Him:"youknowI'magoodheartedperson."

Ismilednodding.

Me:"wishIhadyourheart.'

Him:"youdoactually.'

Welaughedkissing.

-



-

-

-

-

-

CRAIG

SomyfatherwasagainstmyrelationshipwithStar.

HesaysthePlaatjiesfamilyarecriminals.Hisa

commissioner.

Weusedtofighteverytimeaboutmyrelationshipto

thepointwherehesentmetoamilitaryschool.

Ihatehimforthis.Hedidn'tevenletmesay

goodbyetoStar.Ihatehimsomuch.

Howcanheseparatemefromtheloveofmylife.I

sawafutureinStar.Idon'tblameherifsheactually



moveson.

ThewayIleftwasn'ttherightwayatall.I'mfilled

withsomuchhatredandthat'sbecauseofmy

spermdonor.

-

-

-

-

-

-

NKANYEZI

Esihle:"babyrelaxhowamIgoingtocutyournailsif

you'retense."

Me:"whatifyoucutmebymistake?"

Helookedatmeandwelaughed.



Him:"Iwon't.YoualsoknowthatIwouldneverhurt

youintentionally."

Me:"okayI'mrelaxednow."

Hecutthemagain.

Him:"givemetheblacknailpolish.Itgoeswellwith

yourskin."

Idid.Hepaintedmytoenails.Whenhewasdonehe

cametodomyhandnails.

Him:"goodthingthatyouhavelongnailsitwillbe

likeyouputonnails."

Hesaidmakingmynailsstraightwithanailbuffer.



GuysEsihleisgoodinwhatheisdoing.Whenhe

wasdoneheappliednailpolish.Hegottomyleft

handandslippedinaring.

Iopenedmyeyeslikespeedoflightning.Ilookedat

myfingerandtherewasaringwithandinfinity

symbol.Itwasaplainring.

Ilookedathimwithtearsinmyeyes.Hesmiled

wipingmytears.

Him:"Iloveyouokay."

Me:"Iloveyoumore."

Isaidkissinghim.Thingsgotheatedtherestwas

history.IjustlostmyVirginity.Wewereathis

house.



Him:"thankyoufortrustingmewithyourVirginity."

Me:"itwasworthitlosingittotheloveofmylife."

Him:"yourfuturehusbandyoumean."

Wewereactuallytakingabathnow.Iturnedaround

andkissedhim.

-

-

-

-

-

-

CHUMANI

Eyodwa:"beforetakingmehomelet'sstartatyour

house.Imissyouphysically."



Ilookedatherandwelaughed.

Me:"let'sgo."

Wewalkedout.Shehadacastandshewasusing

crutches.butwithonehandsincetheotherhada

sling.

WewalkedoutandIwaswalkinginfrontofher.

Me:"IwillcomeandhelpmeWalknow.Justwanna

putthebagsinthe...."

Shescreamedfrombehind.Ilookedbackandacar

hither.IdroppedeverythingIwasholdingandran

toher.



Tearswerealreadystreamingdownmyface.I

shookherandmzimbabebuyawonke.Thedriver

gotoutandfainted.

Theparamedicscameandcheckedherpulse.

Them:"timeofdeath15:49."

Icriedmore.

Me:"babyyou'renotdead.Baby.Eyodwa!!"

Ibrokedownshakingmyhead.Shecan'tbedead.

No,no,no.

-

-

-

-



-
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Paramedics:"pleasecomeandfetchthebody

tomorrowandtakeittothemortuary."

SaidtheparamedicshelpingChumanitostandup.

TheotherwheeledEyodwatothemortuaryinthe

hospitalwhiletheotherhelpedtheelderlyladythat

hitEyodwa.



Thepolicecameandtookhertothepolicestation.

TheyweresosadwhentheysawitwasEyodwa

thatgothitbyacartothepointwheretheyalso

cried.

ChumanidrovetoEyodwa'shouseintearswitha

shirtfullofblood.Therewasgoingtobeahouse

partyforher.

Everyonewasthere.Chumanigotoutandtheywent

quietinthehouse.Hegotin.

Everyone:"surprise!!"

Buttheywereshockassoonastheysaw

Chumani'sshirtinbloodandhissad.

Nandi:"uphi?"



-whereisshe?

Eyodwawasthefirstpersonshethoughtabout.

Sheknewthebloodhadsomethingtodowithher

butshewaswaitingforChumanitosayitand

hopefullyhewon'tsayithassomethingtodowith

Eyodwa.

Chumani:"she..."

Hecriedalloveragainandranoutleavingeveryone

stuttered.Nandiwasalreadylosingit.Justthanthe

policewalkedinwithChumani.Theywereallcrying.

Thepeopleinthehousealreadyknewsomething

badHappened.Thewoman'seyesstartedsparkling

withtears.

Mthethwa:"wesorrytosaythisbutEyodwawashit



byacaratthehospitalcrossingtheroadandshe

died."

Everyonebrokedownandstartedcrying.Nandi's

crieswerethemostcauseshewasscreaming.

Chumaniranouttohiscaranddroveallthewayto

aclub.

Hedranktoothepointwherehecouldn'tWalk.

LuckilythebartenderknewhisSiyamthanda.

Siyamthandacamewithredpuffyeyes.Becauseof

thecrying.Eyodwa'sdeathstangeveryoneonthe

heart.

Thenewsofherdeathhadalreadytraveledlikewild

fire.Itdidn'tsitwellwithanyone.Almosteveryone

cried.



Hisclassmatescriedtheschooltonottoforgetthe

teachers.Mrs.Smithherfavoriteteacherwasdoing

themost.Eyodwawaslikeadaughtertoher.

Siyamthanda:"let'sgo."

Chumani:"sheisdead."

HecriedagainandSiyamthandatookhim.

Chumani:"shediedrightinfrontofmyeyes.Itwas

justlikemovie."

Hecriedmore.Theygottothecar.

Chumani:"yourluckilythatyoustillhaveyour

soulmatewithyou.Minediedonme.Rightinfront

ofmyeyes.Ishouldn'thaveleftherbehind.Ishould



havewalkedwithheratthebackinsteadofrushing

tothecartoputthebag.I'msofuckenstupid

taima."

Heshookhisheadcrying.

Siyamthanda:"don'tblameyourselfokay.Weareall

wounded."

Chumani:"whowillIspendmylifewithnow.Ilived

forher.Ithinkit'sbestifIdie."

Siyamthanda:"yournotkillingyourselfyouwillface

thislikeaman."

Chumani:"what'sleftformehere?Nothing.So

what'sthepointofliving?"



Siyamthanda:"youhaveusyourfamily.Istillwanna

seeyougraduate.Thinkaboutyourmother.She

won'tsurvive.Yoursiblingstoo."

Chumaninoddedwipinghistears.

Chumani:"justknowthatI'mneverlovingagain.My

heartisonlockdown.Youwon'tevenget

grandchildrenfromme.Yourgrandchildrenleftwith

hersoul."

Siyamthandachuckledwipinghistears.

Siyamthanda:"justdon'tthinkaboutthistomuch.

Thiswillpass."

Chumani:"justwishshecouldcomebackandhug

metightlyandsay'umbiRadebexaukhala'."



TheybothChuckledwipingtheirtears.

Siyamthanda:"shewouldalsobeteasingmeright

now.Andeatmeatifnoticecream."

Chumani:"andNiziwillalwaysshoutaboutEyodwa

finishinghericecreambutwhensheseeshershe

wouldlaughatherjokesandforgetabouttheice

cream."

Theylaughed.

Chumani:"sheoncesaidthatweshouldn'tcryather

funeralweshouldratherbehappyandremember

allthecrazymomentsshehad.Butit'ssohardto

notcry."

Siyamthanda:"itishardindeed.Shemadeahuge

impactinourlivesandsheisgone."



Chumani:"it'sbeenayearandahalfsinceIknown

herbutitfeelslikealifetime.Ilovehersomuchand

shejusthadtodie.WhatHappenedtotogethertill

infinity."

HecriedandSiyapulledoverfromthelongdrive

theywerehaving.HehaveChumaniabone

crackinghug.Itlookedlikeitwaswhatheneeded

causehebrokedowninhisfather'sarmsandcried

more.

Siyswasalsocrying.Seeinghissoninthatstate

brokehimintopeices.HewishedEyodwawould

comebacksothattheycanbefineagain.

Buttheircriesfeltintodeafears.

.

.



Dayspassedanditwasthefuneraldaynow.This

wastheworstweekforeveryonewhoknewher.

Chumanitriedcommittingsuicidebutwassavedby

Siyamthanda.Nandiandherfamilywasbreaking

downintopieces.

Theywerenotfunctioning.Thepeoplesheusedto

racewithGarnie,Zakes,etc.theyalsocriedwhen

thenewsgottothem.

Aphiwe'sbrothersandthewholepolicestation.The

elderswenttofetchhersoulatthehospital.Than

wenttothehouse.

Thebodycouldn'tgotothehouseyesterday.Itis

saidthatwhensomeonehadanaccidentthebody

cangotothehousecausethatmeansbadluckfor

thefamily.



Everyoneonewenttoseethebodyitwasan

emotionalmoment.Causeeveryonecried.Nandi

evenpulledthebodybutLungelowasthereforher.

Theygottothehall.Achurchwassmallforthe

numberofpeoplethere.Theywerecloseto300if

notmore.Eyodwawasawellknownperson.Forher

music,carracing,madness,etc.

Hermothertalked,MrsSmithherfavoriteteacher,

classmate,familyandherfriendSekani.Theyall

wenttostage.ItwasSekani,Ntlakanipho,Kelvin,

Emihle,AphiweandEsihle.

Chumanihadhisownspeech.

Chumani:"Firststartedoffbyheraskingus,meand

mybro's,whyarewealwaysserious?Onething

aboutheristhatshealwaysspokehermindout.

Shedoesn'tevencareifyourhurtintheprocessas



longasshegotherpointacross.Thanwe

rememberbanomarnlomthanangulozasifunda

nayePrimary.Weusedtobullyeachother.I

rememberthisonedayshedeletedmyworkandI

deletedhersinthecomputerlab.Wesattogether

duringbreaktime.Wenttodetentionandthefunny

partwasthatweatefoodtogetheratthebackbut

wenevergotalong.."

Hewipedhistearslaughing.Everyonelaughed.

Chumani:"thefollowingdaywebothdidn'tbringour

id'stoschoolsowehadtopay5rtomakeacalland

shepaidforme.Wewalkedtotheclassandsat

together.Theclasssaidwearedatingandwejust

stareateachotherandlaugh.Shepretendedlike

shedoesn'tknowherwork.Westartedthere

chatting.Shewasactuallythefirstgirltomakeus

laughespeciallymesinceIwasahardnuttocrack.

Thenwewenttoasportsouting.Weactually

sharedaroom.That'swereitallstarted.Wewould



watchmoviestogether,cuddleandoneofher

talentswassinging.Wewouldsingtogethertake

pictureslikeweareacouple.Dayswentby.Shegot

arrestedforbeatingmyexgirlfriendformeat."

Everyonelaughed.

Chumani:"yeahshedid.Sheevenbecamefriends

withthepolicedepartment.Asyoucanallseethey

arehere.5thofSeptemberthat'swhenwestarted

dating.Webecameeveryone'scouple.Iremember

whenshemetmywholefamily.Shecameinthe

housemakinganoise.Shefirstcamewanting

moneyforherphonesincesamoshaeyakhe.She

evensaidtoAuntAyolathatshecan'tstayfortea."

Theyalllaughed.

Chumani:"crazyIknow.Thesecondtimewaswhen

shewasinvitedfordinnershewalkedinmakinga



noisenotjustatmyhouseonlybutalsoatAphiwe's

house.Andyouknowwhatshedemanded?meat

herfavorite.Herbrothersareevenheretoday."

Theylaughed.

Chumani:"myfamilygrowfondofher.Iremember

herhavingacarracewithmymom.Wecalleditthe

Daughterinlawandmotherinlawchallenge.

UnfortunatelyshelostinthatchallengecauseNizi

wasmoreexperiencedthanher.Shealsolovedcars.

Fastcars.Sheusedtogodowntownwhensheis

stressedandrace.Thepeoplesheusedtoracewith

arehere.ButthecarshelovedthemostwasherCiti

Golf.Shealsolovedmottobikes.Irememberthis

dayshewasridingwithEmihle.Sheletgoand

starteddancingtomusic.ShealsoaskedifIcould

playthisatherfuneral."

Theprojectorchangedfromherpicturestothe

videowhereshewasridingwithEmihle.They



laughedatwhensheliftherhandsup.Andthey

evencriedseeingthatshediedahappykid.

CHUMANI:"Irememberthisdayshesaidweshould

behappyatherfuneralandrememberalltheher

crazymomentsandshelovesus.Sheiseven

Makinguslaughassheisdead."

Everyonecriedagain.

Chumani:"ShewasalsoaDJ.Shewasalsoarrested

forthat.Wayesilelamthanaguys."

Hesaidshakinghisheadwipinghistears.Everyone

laughed.

Chumani:"Shewasbasicallyamultitalentedperson.

Shebroughtsmiles,tearsandlaughertoeveryone's

life.Shemadesurethateverywhereshegoesshe



makeseveryonelaughandsmile.Attheclassshe

wastheclownofeverything.Irememberwhenshe

firstmovedtoSandton.Shehadtobringher

assignments.Mr.Wartsalreadyknewthatshehad

astorytotellwhyshecouldn'tbringher

assignments.Andshewaslikesirwouldyouliketo

gotakeaswiminmynewhouse?"

Theyalllaughed.

Chumani:"that'sher.IseehersmileeverytimeI

closemyeyes.Believemewhenisayshewas

Crazy.Shewassofearless.Shewasalsoafighter.I

rememberwhenshewasarrestedforthethirdtime

shecametoourhouseandstrangledmefromthe

back.Isawheaventhatdaybecauseofher."

Theylaughed.Chumanilookeduptryinghisbestto

makehistearsnotfall.



Chumani:"wefought.BelievemewhenIsayshe

fightslikeaman.Afterbeatingmeupshewentto

beatthemaidup.Thancalledthepoliceherself.

Justtosavethemaidsenergy.Herwordsnot

mine."

Theylaughed.

Chumani:"whenwewenttoreleaseher.Shehadthe

wholepolicestationintheintorigationroom

laughingathercrazystories.Wewentwithher

homeandshesaidthatshewillneverbearrested

again.Shepromisedonlytofindoutthatshewill

actuallydie.Ineverknewwhenshepromisedus

thatshemeantleavingusallherewithheavily

hearts.Losingherit'slikerunningoutofwater.We

can'tleavewithoutwaterthesamewaywecan't

leavewithouther.Whowillbringsmilestoourfaces

withouteventrying.Whowillmakeuslaughafter

havingatiringdaywhenweareinbadmoods.Who

willIdancewith?Shewasalsogoodinthat



department.Irememberwhenshewasstillangryat

me.Wewerebusywatchingthetwinsdanceat

schoolandshecamewithherownspeakerwearing

sunglasses.WhowillIsingwithnow?WhowillI

jokearoundwithnow?Whowillteasemeoutof

nowhereandsayyuuhkodwaRadebeumbi.Who

willcallmeRadebenow?Whowillmakemesmile?

Whowillmakemelaugh?ButmostlywhowillI

sharethisjourneycalledlifewith?Whenshetook

herlastbreathsheleftwithmyheart.Idon'tthinkI

willbeabletofunctionwithouther.It'shardtolose

someoneespeciallysomeonelikeher.Shedieda

happyteenfulloflife.Iwillmisshersomuch.She

wasmyeverything.Shewasnothingbutagood

daughter,sister,friend,classmate,schoolmateand

agirlfriend.Myheartissorefromallthepain.I

neverpicturedyoudyingyoung.Ipicturedusdying

oldtogether.IjustwishIdiedinsteadofyou.Orwe

diedtogether.MaybeIwouldhavebeenbetter.Your

deathboughtsomuchpaininpeople'slives.Just

knowthatIwillneverforgetyou.Iwillalwayshold

ontothememoriesweshared.Iwillcherishevery

momentwesharedbutmostlyIwillneverletgoof



you.Idon'teventhinkIwouldbeabletoloveagain.

WhatwillIlovewithwhenmyheartdiedwithyou.I

loveyou.Mayyoursoulrestinpeacemylove..."

Hebrokedownagainandwenttositwithdown.

Everyoneinthehallwassad.Theyfeltbadfor

Chumaniashissobsweresopainful.

Theywenttothecemetery.TheRiderswereriding

infrontofthehearseinmotorbikes.Theygotthere

andeverythingwasdone.

Whenthecasketwasgettingdown.TheStacks,

Finisher,Chumani,Ntlakanipho,KelvinandSekani

tookouttheirgunsanshotup3times.

Them:"PhumlangoxoloEyodwandoniLanga."

Theridersmadenoisewiththemottobikesbefore



ridingAWAY.

THEEND


