
Chapter1



"Themeetingoftwopeopleit’slikethe

contactoftwochemicals:ifthereisany

reaction,botharetransformed."-CarlJung

Ilookaround,awakecannotseem tomoveI

knowIneedtogetawaybeforeIlosemy

sanity.Everyminutethatpasses,IfeellikeI

am becomingatickingtimebomb.The

yearsofsilenceandendlesssacrificefinally

catchingupwithme,theyearsoftakinga

careafullygrownupman,theyearsof

puttingupwithboththeverbalandthe

emotionalabuse.IlaughaloudasI

reminisceoverthepatheticadvisesthatmy

motherandtheothermarriedwomengave

meonmyweddingday,truthbetoldnone

ofthem fullypreparedmeforwhatlay



ahead.Ithoughtmarryinghim wouldbea

dream cometrueafairy-talebutthefairy-

taleendedbeforeitcouldevenbegin.It

endedtheverynightmyweddingnight

ended.

IlookatmyhusbandandIslipoffthebed,

heissnoringandheturnsfartinginthe

processashescratcheshisbigfatbelly,if

hewereawomanIwouldsayheisheavily

pregnant.Icannothelpbutwonderwhat

attractedmetohim andwhyIfellforhim.

Heisgigantic,fatwithaverypregnant

tummywhileontheothersideIam petite

withfraillittlebody.SometimesIlookmore

likehisdaughterthanhiswife.Iguessthe

yearsofbeingatthereceivingendfrom him

andhisfamilyalsohaveahandinmybody



size.

Tumelo:“Inathi,whatisthemeaningofthis?

Whydidyounotwakemeup?”

Isetmycupofcoffeedownandlookatmy

bagsoncemore.Thisisit,iteithernowor

never.IconvincemyselfoncemorethatI

am doingrightbyme,foronceIam going

toputmyselffirstinsteadofmyhusband,

hisfamily,hiscareerorhischildrenfirst.

Forthepast8years,everythinghasalways

beenallabouthim andtodayIneedto

makeeverythingaboutme.Whilemyage

matesareouttherebusybuildingtheir

careersaschatteredaccountants,bank

managers,engineersandallsorts,Iam

stuckhometotakecareofmyhusbandas



wellashis2illegitimatechildren.A

constantreminderofhisinfidelity,asifitis

notenough,heisnowgoingoutthere

embarrassingme,showingtheworldthe

shameanddisappointmentIhavesettled

for.

Inathi:“YouhaveacellphoneTumelo,its

timeyouuseittowakeyouup.”

Tumelo:“Whatdidyoujustsay?Noscratch

that,whatarethebagsfor?DoIhavean

upcomingtripIforgotabout?”

Inathi:“Noyouarenotgoinganywhere,butI

am,Tumelo.Ineedabreakfrom allthis.”

(Helooksatmeandburstoutlaughing.I



lookathim sternlywaitingforhim tofinish.)

Tumelo:“Don’tthinkitisabittooearlyfor

youtobethrowingyourusualdramatic

tantrumsandtactics.Shesayssheneeds

break!

(Chuckles)Justwhatdoyouthinkthisis

Inathi,somesortofworkplacewhereyou

getbreaksandholidays?”

Inathi:“Ineedtobefree,tospreadmy

wingsandlearntoflyagain.Ineedsomeair,

I’m suffocating.Ican’tbetakingcareofyou

andyourchildrenallthetime.”

Tumelo:“HowmanytimesshouldIsayit

Inathi,it’sourchildrennotmychildren,



ours.”

Inathi:“Idon’thavetimetodothis.Iwillbe

backtomorrow,inthemeantimelearntodo

thingsbyyourself.Thechildrenarestill

sleepingtheirbuswillbehereanytime.Try

nottoburnthehousedown.”

(Ireachformybag)

Tumelo:“Ifyouwalkoutthroughthatdoor

Inathi,don’tbothercomingback.”

(Ilookathim asmuchasIhatedoingthis

butithastobedone.Formyself,noone

elsebutmyself.Ilookatmyhusbandone



lasttimeandwalkoutofmymaritalhome.)

*************

Ispendthewholedaypamperingmyself

somethingInevergetdoto.Bontlewillonly

beabletojoinmeforlunchtokilltimeIget

myhairdoneatMaxineMakeupandHair

Studiofollowingbyasparetreat.Myphone

hasbeenringingnonestopfrom mymother

andaunt,Iknewtheywillbethefirstpeople

herunstobutIneedtodothisanditisnot

likeIexpectthem tounderstand,franklyit

isonlythosewhohavewalkedthisjourney

whotrulyeverunderstand.

Aftermyspa,IhavemylunchatTable52

waitingforBontletogracemewithher

presence.



Bontle:“Tellmemyeyesaredeceivingme.

Isthisreallyyou?”

Inathi:“Inflesh,youreyesareworking

perfectlyfine.”

Bontle:“Tellmewhatyouhavedonewith

Gog’Ina?”

Inathi:“Bontle!”

Bontle:“(Huggingme)Oh!InaIam proud

youfinallydecidedtotakemyadvice.”

Inathi:“Iam gladyoutalkedmeintothis.As

muchasIhatetoadmitbutthiswasmuch

needed.”



Bontle:“Iam alwaysright.Nevertheless,

noneofthatitisimportant,comeonletus

eat.Wehavesomeshoppingtodoafter

this.”

(Justthen,myphonedecidedtoring.Ipull

itoutandlookatit.Irollmyeyesandputit

back.)

Inathi:“Hehasbeencallingnonestop.”

Bontle:“Hewillbestrongtodayit’sallabout

you.”

(Afterlunch,wegoshoppingatGamecity

followedbyherhouseinExtension10.She

iskeenontheideaofgoingout;Iactually

thoughtwewouldwatchmoviesanddrink

thenightaway.)



Inathi:“Ican’tbelieveIletyoutalkmeinto

buyingthis.IcannotwearthisBontle.Itis

toorevealing.”

(IpointoutasIpulltheblackbodycon

dressdown.IfeelexposedandmorelikeifI

willgooutwearingthis,Iwilljustbe

exhibitingmybodyforallthepervertedmen

outthere.)

Bontle:“Youaresousedtowearingbaggy

clotheslikeyouaregrandmother.Youare

sousedtobeingshutdown.(Shetakesmy

handandmakesmestandinamirror)Look

atthatgirlIna,thatyounggirlwithbeautiful

marbleeyesstaringbackatyouisyou

beforeTumelostoleallyourconfidence.I

understandthatyouaremarriedbutdonot



letthismarriagestealsomuchfrom you.

YouarestunningIna.(Shebeatmyhand

away)Youlookstunning.”

Inathi:“Idon’tknowBontleIfeellikeIam

betrayingTumelo.MaybeIshouldgoback

home.Thisisnothowamarriedwoman

shouldbehave.”

Bontle:“(Rollinghereyes)thisisnotabout

Tumeloorhisbastardchildren.Tonightis

allaboutyou.Nowwhetheryoulikeitornot

wearegoingoutandendthisdayonahigh

note.”

Inathi:“AlrightCardetCutie”



Bontle:“Andweareleavingbehindyourring

andcellphone.”

Inathi:“(groaning)Bontle”

Bontle:“Iam listening;Iam nothavingany

ofitNathi.”

***********

(2hourslater,wearesittinginAvaniResort

havingourcocktails.Ilookaroundandfeel

outofspace.Itisobviousthatthisplaceis

forclassypeopleandIam totallyoutofmy

leaguehere.Iglanceatthebarbehindme

andmyeyeslandonaparticularman

sittingbythebar,thelastbuttonsofhis

shirtundoneandtieloose.Helookstired

holdingaglassofwhiskyinhand,Iwatch



ashegulpsdownthecontentsintheglass.

Hehasthemostawkwardyetmesmerising

eyeseverwithanunusualcolouralmost

copperglintingthesun,blackeyebrowsand

eyelashes.Hehasdarkstubbleonhisface

andhismouthquickupwardtorevealvery

beautifulperfectwhiteteeth.Hesays

somethingtohisfriendwhotwirlsaround

lookingmyway.Iam immediately

embarrassedtobecaughtstarring.)

Bontle:“Heisquiteacatch!”

Inathi:“(innocently)who?”

Bontle:“Theguyyouhavebeenundressing

withyoureyesforthepast5minutesorso.”



Inathi:“(defensively)Iwasnotundressing

him.”

Bontle:“Youcanhavehim justfortonight.

Haveafeelofwhatgoodsexis.Weboth

knowTumeloisonestingymananddoes

notcareaboutyourpleasurewithhis

ticklingtinycrotch.”

Inathi:“(warningly)Bontle!Havesome

respectthat’smyhusbandyou’retalking

about.”

Bontle:“(shewavesherhandcarefree

dismissingeverythingIjustsaid.)Iam not

insultinghim.Iam tellingithowitis.

Anyway,ifIwereyouIwouldforgetabout



Tumeloandhavethatfinerbreedtonight.“

(Shesaysasshestandsonherfeet)

Bontle:“Iam goingtotalktothatguyhe

hasbeenstaringatmethewholenight.Try

nottosulkaboutyourmiserablemarriage

whileIam goneandactuallyletlooseand

havefuntonight.”

(Withthat,sheleavesmetomyboring

company.Iorderonemoredrinkand

continueenjoyingmymojitoenjoyingthe

livelymusic.)

“CareifIjoinyou?”adeepmasculinevoice



saysbehindmeasIdrownedintohis

woodsymuskyscentwithahintofspice.

Hemovestostandinfrontofme,thehunk

from thebar.Beautifulisan

understatementforhim;helookslikesome

GreekGod,amasterpieceofGod’sfiner

work.Hisolivedarkskin,hisbroad

shouldersandchestthattheimmaculate

suitecouldnothide.Thickwavyblack-as-in

sinhaircrownedhisjawstructuredfeatures.

HehasthisdarkaurathatIcan’texplain

andpowerofhim radiatingthroughme.

Toweringoverme,helookslikeacomplete

dreamboat.

“Yes!Haveaseat.”Ifinallymanagetosay,

myvoicesoundinghuskierthannormal,my

heartbeatescalatesandbodyhumswith

tinglingsensation.



“Raphael!”hesaysinalowraspyvoiceand

smoulderingeyes.Iextendmyhandnot

preparedfortheeffect;electricsparksfly

asourhandsmeet.Theconnectionistoo

deeptodenyandthisstrangerhas

unamiableeffectonmethatsendsmy

brainsonfrenzy.

“Inathi!”Isaylowlyasmytonguedartoutto

moisturisemyalmostdrylips.

Raphael:“Iam notamanofmanywordsI

am justgoingtobefrankwithyou,Iwould

liketospendthenightwithyou,ravishyou

thewholenightandslipawayfrom your

bedinthemorningasifnothinghas

happened.”



Ichokeonmydrink;Ididn’texpecthim to

besodarnstraight.Nonetheless,hiswords

warm meup,thishunkfindsmeattractive

enoughtotaketohisbed.Heatrolls

throughmybody,from myhiddenaching

breastsdowntomybellycoilingtightlytoa

throbbetweenmylegs.Ilookdownatmy

finger,wheremyweddingbandismissing

beforeIgetanysecondthoughtsIblurtout.

Inathi:“ononecondition,Igettocome

first.”

INATHI!MyinnerwomanwarnsmebutI

am nothavinganyofittonight.Tonightis

allaboutmeasBontlesaid.“Whatam I

doing?”Idonotknowthismanfrom abar

ofsoapyetIam readytothrowmy



marriagevowsawayandjumpinbedwith

him.HecouldbeamassmurdererforallI

know.Killinghisvictimswithhissheer

beauty.

Raphael:“(flashingmeadaringcockysmile)

Iwillbewaitingupstairs.”

(Hehandsmehisroom accesscardand

smiles,lipscurlingandeyestwinkling.Kill

menow!Myfingersdigalittledeeper,just

soIremainorIwillbeswooningathisfeet

inapoolofwetmess.)

(Igulpdownmydrinkwiththeurgencyto

leavesoonandattendtomysuppressing

needs.TheminuteIstepintohishotelroom,



heisalloverme.Pinnedagainstthewall

hishandscupmyfaceandmystomach

flutterwithbutterfliesashiscoldlipsmeet

withmine.Histongueslipsinsidemy

mouthexploringeverycrookandcrevice.

Theachebetweenmylegsbloomsas

powerfullyasIfeelhiscrotchharden

againstmybelly.Asifhecansensethatmy

kneesarewobbling,hegentlypicksmeup

andwalkstowardshisbed.Hiseyes

promisingnothingbutanightofpure

passion.



Chapter2

“Werevisitoldfeelingforthesamereasons

were-readbooks-comfortinwordsfamiliar

eventhoughweknowtheendings.”–

Unknown

Istareintothemirrormylipsareswollen

andmyhairisallovertheplaceevidenceof

theroughbutamazingnightIhad.Isplash

waterovermyfacebeforeItiptoebackto

thebedroom.Itrylookingformyundiesbut

Icannotfindthem.Instead,Isliponmy

wrinkleddress.

Ilookathim oncemore,knowingthatIwill

neverforgethim orthepreviousnight.Heis

sohandsomelayingtherebetweenthe



whitecovers.HeisanepitomeofAfrican

men.IknowthisismycuetoleavebeforeI

breakalltherulesofouragreement.I

scribbledownamessageforhim.

“Thankyouforlastnight.TakecareIna.”

WiththenotebythepillowwhereIslept,I

slipoutoftheroom.Iam notreadytohead

homeandletTumeloruinmyday.So

instead,IdecidetogotoBontle’s

apartment.

Istepoutofthehotelintothestreet.The

sunshineonmyface,itisgoodenough

keepmewarm,thehailofthemorninghas

wornoffleavingbehindabitchillywind.

Thefragrancesofsweat,colognes,food,



andcoffeeclungintheair.Peopleinall

differentattireswerewalkinginall

directions,itwasthebusiesthourofthe

morningwitheveryonegoingtowork.I

smiletomyselfasIwaittocrosstheroad.I

havenotfeltthisgoodinawhile.

“Powerofagooddickwithagoodgame

neh?”

Myinnerwomenwithasmuglookonher

facemakesthecommentthatIabsolutely

ignore.Idonothavetimetodealwith

Pequeñoandhernastycommentstoday.A

spanishnameforPetty!

Inathi:“Bareyouhome?”



(IcalloutforherasIstepintoher

apartment.Iusedmysetofsparekeysto

letmyselfin.)

ThefirstthingIdoiskickoftheheelsand

slipmyfeetintohercomfortablesleepers.

Bontle:“(callingout)Iam inthebedroom.”

(Walkingintoherroom,Idropmyselfher

bedandwatchwithadmiration,asshegets

readyforwork.Partofmeenvious,Bontle

isanindependentwomanwhoisbusy

climbingtheladderinthecorporateworld

asachartedaccountant.WhileIgot

marriedimmediatelywhenIfinishedmy

highschool,sheandothergirlsmyage

wenttovarsitytopursuetheirstudiesmore.



ItriedtogotoschoolbutTumeloandhis

familybelievesawomanshouldstayhome

andtakecareofthefamily.Ioncetook

classeslearningtoplayaviolinbutnever

gottofinishitbecauseIhadtotakecareof

hisfirstbornwhenthemotherdecidedto

dumphim onourdoorstep.)

Bontle:“(wavingahandinfrontofme)

Helloanybodyhome?

(Iimmediatelysnapoutofmyextravagant

conceitandlookather.)

Inathi:“Iam sorrybabyyouweresaying?”

Bontle:“Nevermind,youlookmilesaway

whatiswrong?”



Inathi:“NothingjustthinkingaboutTumelo.

Iam wonderingiftheyarecopinginmy

absence.”

(Sherollshereyesatme.Accordingto

Bontle,IshouldleaveTumeloandactually

trytoturnmylifearound.Shehatesthe

ideaofmebeingnothingbutahousewifeto

amanwhoisemotionallyabusive.)

Bontle:“Don’tboremetu!Mydayjust

started.HoweverthereissomeoneIwould

verymuchwanttotalkabout.”

Me:“Who?”

Bontle:“Thehunkfrom lastnight?Theone

whoyouspentthenightwith?”



Me:“Whatabouthim?”

(IdonoteventrytodenythefactthatI

spentthenightwithhim.)

Bontle:“Whatishisname?Whatdoeshedo?

Atleasttellmeyougothisnumber?”

Me:“Iforgothisname.Moreover,noIdid

notgethisnumber.Hewasjustabootycall

B,nothingmore.”

(IliethroughmyteethhowcanIforgerhis

namewhenhemadesurehisnamestaysat

thetipofmytonguethewholenight.

Raphael!Asifitisatattooimpairedinmy

brain.)



Bontle:“Pleasetellmeyouarekidding,you

lethim gowithoutevengettinghisnumber.”

Me:“YesIdid.Iam happilymarriedBontle.

Activitiesoflastnightshouldremaininthe

past.”

(IreplyherasIslipmyweddingringback

intothefingerandreachformyphone.)

Bontle:“Ifyouwerehappilymarriedlikeyou

claim tobe,youwouldn’tseekpleasure

from totalstrangersandtakebreaksfrom

themarriage.Ijustfailtounderstandyouat

times.”



(Shesaysasshewalksoutoftheroom.I

donotexpecthertounderstand.7yearsof

marriageisnotsomethingIcanjustthrow

downthedrainlikesewage.Notafterallmy

patience,compromisesandperseverance.)

*********

Istepoutoftheshowerfeelingrefreshed.

Bontlehaslefttoworkleavingmeinher

apartment.Iam notyetreadytogohome

andfacethemusic.Soinstead,Igetinbed

intendingtogetsomesleep.

IrollmyeyesasIreceiveanincomingcall

from mymother.Somuchforapeaceful

day!Thisoldwomancan’tseem togetthe

messagethatIdon’twanttotalktoherat

themoment.Therefore,Ihavenochoice

buttotakehercall.



Inathi:“Mma!”

Gloria:“InathiJessicaModise,areyou

tryingtoembarrassmeandthewholeof

theKhumaloclan?”

Inathi:“(sarcastically)Iam goodma!Thank

youforasking.Howaboutyou?Areyou

well?”

Gloria:“Hey!Idonothavetimeforyour

clevermouthrightnow.Mokgwenyane

calledsayingyoulefthomesayingyouneed

somebreak.Areyouinsane?”

Inathi:“Iam tiredma!Idoneedabreak.”



Gloria:“Theymustbebewitchingyou.A

breakfrom whatexactly?Youngladystop

thisnonsenseonceandforall.Return

homebeforeIsendyourunclestheretotalk

somesenseintoyourstubbornhead.”

Inathi:“Withallduerespectmamabutyou

havenoideawhatIhavetoputupwithin

thathouse.Idon’texpectyoutounderstand,

sethakosefisamorwadi.”

Gloria:“Sowhat?Youthinkwegotwhere

wearebyrunningoffeverytimetheheat

gotstronger?Noonepromisedyouthat

marriagewouldbeawalkinthepark.

ReturnhomethisinstantInathiandstop

behavinglikeaspoiltbrat.”



(Sheflickshertonguebeforehangingup.)

“Shehasanastyattitude.”Pequeñomakes

herpresenceknown.Whileotherpeople

wereblessedwithwisepeacefulinner

womenIwasgivenapettynastyold

womanwhocallseveryonecuntandlivesto

makemylifelivinghell.

Immediatelyaftermymother’scall,Iget

anotherincomingcallfrom Tumelo.They

arefailingmiserableatpickingthesigns.I

havenowishtotalktoanyone.Ishouldbe

enjoyingmybreaknotbeingbotheredfrom

lefttoright.

Inathi:“RragweTumisho?”



Tumelo:“Inathi?Tellmemogatsake,when

areyouintendingonreturninghome?”

(It’sasifhim andmom arecutfrom the

samecloth,orgrewupinthesame

household,taughtnocellphonemanners.)

Inathi:“IthoughtyousaidImustnotbother

comingback.”

Tumelo:“(sighs)IsayalotofthingswhenI

am madwhichIneverreallymean.The

boysneedyou.”

(Aha!Iknewtherehastobesomething.)

Tumelo:“Plusmybrothertheonewholives



abroadheisinthecountryforafewdays

andhewouldliketofinallymeetyou.”

Inathi:“AsIalreadysaidIwillbehome

tomorrowIam sureyouandtheboyscan

surviveonemorenightwithoutme.Your

brotherIcanalwaysmeethim tomorrowfor

howlongishevisiting?”

Tumelo:“Iforgottoaskhim.”

Inathi:“Okay.Iwillcomehomethenext

day.”

Tumelo:“Okay,IguessIwillhavetobuy

takeawaysagaintoday.Ijustwantedyouto

knowthatwemissyouandIloveyouIna.”



Inathi:“Okay.IloveyoutooRragweTumi.“

(Ihungupandalmostfeelguiltyfortaking

thisbreakmoreespeciallyknowingthatmy

husbandcan’tevencooktosavehisown

life.Ican’thelpbutwonderabouthis

brother,halfbrother.HeandTumeloshare

afather.Apparently,heleftBotswanatothe

UKforfurtherstudiesanddidnotreturn

afterwardsinsteadhestartedworkingthere

andlivesthere.Tumelohasbeenmissing

him Iguessheisthrilledthathefinally

decidedtovisitafterdisappointinghim on

ourweddingday.Enoughwiththe

mysteriousbrotheritistimeIcatchsome

sleep.

Iputmyheadonthepillowandletmy



thoughtswanderofftoRaphael.Howhis

sweetseductivevoicefeltagainstmyskin

ashespreadkissesandwhisperedsweet

words.Ineverhadamanworshipmybody

ashedid.Heawakenedandignitedfireon

partsofmybodythatIthoughtweredead.

Withasmileonmyface,Ifallintoadeep

sleepwithonlybeautifulthoughtsof

Raphael!



CHAPTER3

"Everynightsheliesawakeblaming

insomnia.Butit'shertroubledthoughtsthat

keepherrestless.Wonderingifshewillever

findherpeaceofmind."-NH

Backtoreality,itwasfunwhileitlasted.By

lunchtime,theDeluxeCabpullsinfrontof

mymaritalhomeinBlock7.Itakeahugea

breath;itistimetodothis.Igivemyselfa

patinthebackasIopenthedoor.

“YoucandoitInaItrustyou.Fighting”,

PequeñocheersformeasIopenthedoor

andstepinside.ThefirstthingInoticeis

TumishoandKatlehosittingonthecarpet

watchingcartoons.



Inathi:“Heyboys!’

Thelookontheirfacesispricelessasthey

lookatmeandgetuprunningmyway.Iput

mybagdownsoIcanreceivetheir

affectionatehugs.Theymightnotbe

biologicallybutIlovethem liketheyare

minemoreovertheytooinnocenttoknow

whatishappening.

Tumisho:“Mommy!”

Inathi:“(kissingtheirforeheads)mytwo

favouriteboysinthewholeworldwide.”

Tumishoisturning8thisyear.Achildwho



wasborn3monthspriortoourwedding.He

hadbeenseeingthewomanbehindmy

backforalmostayearandevenhadthe

decencytomarrymeknowinghehas

impregnatedMbali.Ormaybeitwas

becauseourmarriagewaslongarrangedby

ourparentsthat’swhyhefeltobligatedto

marrymeinsteadofhispregnantlover.3

yearsdownthelineaftercountlesstriesto

haveachildofourown,Mbalioncemore

camewithanotherchildKatleho.Toprove

thatIwastheinfertileonemyhusband

impregnatedher.Whileshebecamethe

childbearer,Ibecomethechildcaretaker.

Itisnotlikeihadmuchofchoicebuthadto

acceptthatIwillhavetotakecareifhis

childrenbecauseIfailedtogivehim

childrenofourown.Ifailedto“thatswa

lesire”asmymotherinlawwouldsaywhen



shewantedtotellmehowmuchIdonot

suitherchild.IfitwasuptoherIwouldn’t

evenbemarriedtoTumelo.Inhereyes,

Mbaliwouldbeabettersuitingwifetoher

preciousson.

Katleho:“(excitedly)mama!”

Inathi:“(pickinghim up)Katliwamama!”

Tumeloappearsbythedoorwearingan

apronover.Poorthing!Helooksexhausted.

Iwalktohim andkisshim lightly.

Inathi:“Hi”

Tumelo:“MmaModise,wemissedyou.”



Inathi:“Icantell.Whatareyoudoing?”

Tumelo:“Clearingthedishesfrom last

night?”

Inathi:“Youcooked?”

Tumisho:“No!Mommy-Mbalicamehere

andcookedforus.Sheeven……..”

(Tumelomovesandcovershisson’smouth

withhishand.)

Inathi:“(calmly)OH!Isee!Letmechange

andprepareforyourlunch.Katliwhatwould

youliketohaveforlunch,myboy?”



Katleho:“Meat!”

Inathi:“Meatitis.”

(Iputhim downandpickmyhandbag

whereIleftit.)

HereIhavebeenfeelingguiltyforsleeping

withastranger.Whereashewasbusy

playinghappyfamilywithhismistress.It

shouldnothurtanymore,Ishouldbeused

toitmoreoverIam nodifferentfrom him.

However,itstillhurtsdoes.Atleastifhe

respectedourmaritalhome.

(Iwalktoourbedroom withhim trailing



behindmeandstareatourbedwondering

ifhedidthedeedwithheronourbed

Tumelo:“BabyIcanexplain.”

Inathi:“Don’titisokay.Sheisthemotherof

yourchildrenafterall.“

Tumelo:“Youarescaringme,whyareyou

notshouting?Throwingthingsatmeas

usual?”

Inathi:“Willitstopyoufrom seeingher?Will

itstopyoufrom disrespectingourmarital

home?”

(Heopenshismouthtosaysomethingbut

toonlycloseitagain.)



Inathi:“Ithoughtso.”

Tumelo:“Ididn’tdoanythingwithher,I

swear.Sheonlycametocheckonthe

childrenandcouldnotgobecauseitwas

alreadylate.SoIletherusetheguest

room.”

Inathi:“Okay.”

Tumelo:“Darnit!Inathisaysomething?”

Inathi:“WhatcouldIpossiblysay?Ihave

longacceptedthatIshareyouwithMbali.I

guessIhavetoprepareforbabynumber3.”



(IsayasIwalkbacktothekitchenand

preparethem lunch.Whiletheyenjoytheir

meal,Igobacktotheroom andchangethe

bedding.Isitdownandletthetearsfall.

MaybeBontleisrightwhyIam holdingon

whenattheendofthedayIkeepgetting

hurtrepeatedly.)

“Stopplayingvictim Ina,YouandTumelo

sameWhatsAppgroup.Youalsocheated

onhim.Theonlydifferenceisthathegot

caught.”theoldwomaninmeoncemore

argues.

Sheisabsolutelyright!WhileTumelohas

noburdenbecauseIknowabouthis

shenanigans.Icarryaburdenonmy

shoulderaheavysecretthatIcheated.

(IreachformyphoneandcallBontle.)



Bontle:“Don’ttellmeyouaremissingme

already?”

Sheisabsolutelyright!WhileTumelohas

noburdenbecauseIknowabouthis

shenanigans.Icarryaburdenonmy

shoulderaheavysecretthatI.

Bontle:“Jesswhyareyoucrying?Youdon’t

evenhavehourstherebutheisalready

makingyoucry?”

Me:“(sobbing)shewashereB,inmyhome,

playinghappyfamilywithmyfamilyinmy

home.”



Bontle:“Who?Ohhellno!Don’ttellmeit’s

whoIthinkitis?”

Me:“Whoelsecoulditbe?Mbali!”

Bontle:“Yougottobekiddingme!Doesn’t

thatmanhaveanysenseofrespect?Now

heisbringinghisrandom fucksintoyour

home?”

Inathi:“Hesworenothinghappened.”

Bontle:“Don’teventellmethatyoubelieved

thatshit!Theproblem withyouJessisthat

youaretoomuchofagoodgirl.Iwould

havelongtaughtthatlyingcheatingbastard

alesson.FriedhisnutsifIhadtojustto

teachhim tokeepitinhispants.”



Inathi:“Wejustthesame,Idon’tevenknow

whyIam cryingbecauseIalsosleptwith

thatguyfrom thehotel.”

Bontle:“Itdoesnotevenstarttopayforthe

yearsyouhadtoputupwithhisshit."

(Thebedroom dooropens;Tumicomesin

followedbyTumeloholdingKatleho.)

Tumi:“Mommyareyoucrying?”

(Iimmediatelywipeawaymytears)

Inathi:“B!Ihavetogo.Wewilltalklater.”



(IhungupandsmilelookingatTumisho.)

Inathi:“Nomybabymommyhassomething

inhereyes.”

Tumi:“Daddyistakingusforicecream.

Comewithusmommy.”

(IlookatTumeloalmosttemptedtotellhim

togoaskMbalitoaccompanythem.)

Inathi:“Mommycan’tgowithyoumyboy

shehastopreparesupper,youruniform for

schoolplusshehasaslightheadache.”

Tumi:“Don’tworry,wewillgetyou,oneright

daddy?



Tumelo:“Ofcoursemyboy.Comeonletus

go.”

(Iwatchastheyleavetheroom.)

Apartfrom allhisflawsIlovethefactthat

heisagoodfathertohischildren.

SometimeIwishIwasn’tbarrenmaybemy

childcouldbefillingtheemptinessIfeelin

thismarriage.Givingmeareasontokeep

onfightingbecauserightnowIam onthe

vergeofcallingitquits,givingMbaliwhatis

hers,thechildrenandtheman.

***********

“Theprincemarriedtheprincessandthey

livedhappilyeverafter.”



(Iclosethebookandlookatthem

peacefullysleeping.SocuteIcannotresist

butkissthem ontheircheeksbeforeIturn

offthemainlightintheroom leavingonly

thebedsidelampon.)

AsIwalktoourbedroom IwonderifIwill

everhavemyhappilyeverafterorifIam

destinedforsadnessthroughout.Iam

relievedtofindhim sleepingorsoIthought

untilIfeelhim shiftnearme,hishands

undermynightwearcaressingmyskin.

Inathi:“(pushinghishandaway)nottonight

Iam tired.”

Mypleaisonlymetbyadead-endsilence.



Asheshiftsevenmorecloselyandkisses

myneck.

Tumelo:“HaveItoldyouthatIlikeyour

hairstyle.Itsuitsyou.”

Inathi:“Thankyou.”

(Hishandsreachformybreastsandhe

caressesmynipples.)

Tumelo:“Pleaseletmemakeituptoyou

Ina.Youdonothavetodoanythingjustlie

there.Imissedyousomuch.”

(Heturnsmearoundandkissesmeashe



getspushesmydressupandremovesmy

undiesgettingbetweenmylegs.

Iam notevenwetenoughbutIlethim have

hiswaywithmelikeagoodobedientwifeI

wastaughttobe.

Hegruntsandthrustsfasterashisclimax

nears.)

“Oh!Fu*kMbali!”hemurmurshername

aloudasspillshisseedsinme.

(Ishudder!Andturnmyfacetoblinkaway

thetears.Heisnotevenawarethathesaid

hisnameinsteadofmine.Aftersometime

heshiftslaysonhissideonthebedand

kissesmyforehead.)



Tumelo:“IloveyouMamakhe.”

Inathi:“Iloveyoutoo.Goodnight.”

(Onceheissnoringbymyside,Islipoutof

bedandwalktothebathroom.Lockingthe

doorbehindme,Isitonthetoiletsit,with

thehandonmymouthtocloakmycriesI

letitallout.ThepentuptearsIhavebeen

holding.)



Chapter4

“Anyonecanhaveachildandcall

themselvesaparent.Arealparentis

someonewhoputsthatchildabovetheir

ownselfishneedsandwants.”Unknown

Twodaysaftermyhusbandcalledanother

woman’snamewhileontopofme.Two

todaysofhavingtopretend,everythingis

okayforthesakeofthetwoinnocent

childreninmylife.SometimesIwonder

howweevengothere.Weweresoinlove

whenwegotmarrieddespitethefact,it

wasarrangedbutIgrewupknowinghewas

mydestinedhusband.Ifellinlovewith

everythingabouthim,bythetimeIfinished

myhighschoolhewasalreadyworking



waitingforme.ImmediatelyafterIturned

21Ilegallybecamehiswife.Inever

imaginedwewouldbehereoneday.Ilook

inthemirrorasIapplymakeuptomyface

tohidethedarkcirclesaroundmyeye.After

thinkinghardabouteverything,Idecidedto

payMbaliavisitsowecanhaveachat

womantowomanaboutmyhusband.

Icheckmyselfoncemoreinrearmirrorof

thecartoseeifmylipstickisnotsmudged

tothesides.

“Youaremeetingwithsisterwifeafterall.

Youshouldlookthepart.”Theoldwoman

withinmakesthecomment.

“YouarenothelpingatallPequeño”Iscowl

backasIknockonherdoor.



AsmuchasIhatetoadmititbutIam very

muchthreatenedbyMbali.Sheislightin

completionwithnaturalcurlyhairanda

beautifultinywaistwithahugeass.Idonot

evenknowwhereherbabyfatgoes

becausesheislikethosewomenyoufindin

magazinecovers,thoseoneswholooklike

theysoaktheirskininmilkbathstohave

perfectglowingskin.

(Asshepullsthedoor,shelookedstartled

toseeme.Ikeeponastraightfaceand

stareather.)

Mbali:“(astonished)Inathi!”

Inathi:“Mbali!”



(Forthelongesttime,weremainlookingat

eachothernowordsuttered.)

Inathi:“Areyounotgoingtoinviteme

inside?”

Mbali:“Orsorry,(sheopensthedoorwide

open)youcancomein.“

(Iwalkinandsitonhercouchwhileshe

closesthedoorbehindme.)

Mbali:“CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?”

Inathi:“No!Thankyou.Iam okay.Pleasesit

Iwouldlikeustotalk.”



Mbali:“Isittheboys?Aretheynotokay?”

Inathi:“No,mychildrenareokay.Iwould

likeustotalkaboutyouandmyhusband.”

Mbali:“WithallduerespectbutIhave

nothingtodiscusswithyouwhenitcomes

toTumelo.”

Inathi:“SitthenIwilldothetalking.”

Mbali:“In…..”

Inathi:“(interject)Isaidsitdown.”

(Shelooksatme,studyingmeforafew

minutesandsinkinthecouchoppositeme.)



Inathi:“Iwouldliketoknowhowmuchit

wouldtaketomakeyoustayawayfrom my

man.”

Mbali:“Excuseme?”

Inathi:“Youheardme.Goonnameyour

price.”

Mbali:“Ihavenotseenyourmaninyears.”

Inathi:“DoyouthinkIam afoul?Iknowyou

wereinmyhouse3nightsawayevenspent

thenight.”

Mbali:“Icametocheckonmyboys?”



Inathi:“WhenItookthechildrenwehadan

agreementthatyouwouldn’tcometomy

house,thechildrenwillcometoyouifI

approve.AreyouforgettingMbali?”

Mbali:“HowcanIeverforgetwhenyou

remindmeallthetime?”

Inathi:“Takethisasmyfinalwarningtoyou

Mbali,stopwhateveryouaredoingwithmy

husband.”

Mbali:“orwhat?”

Inathi:“Iwillmakeamovethistimearound.

Ihaveletyoudowhatyouwantwithmy



husbandforyearsbutitendsnow.Stopit

beforeIdragyoutothecourtsandsueyou

forhomewrecking.BeforeIdragyourname

throughthemudwithtabloids.”

(Igetmyhandbagandstandtowalkout.)

Mbali:“Ilovehim andheloveswhycan’t

youseethat?”

Inathi:“ifhetrulylovedyouMbalithenhe

wouldn’thavemarriedme.Ihopeyouliveto

getmarriedandhaveanotherwomanput

youthroughtheturmoilyouareputtingme

in.”



***********

Haveyoueverfeltlikethewallsareclosing

inaroundyou?Suffocating?Iwipemytears

andlookaroundme.Happyfamiliesand

happyfacessurroundme.Whycan’tGodlet

meexperiencethiskindofhappinesseven

ifjustonce?Am Inotworthyofbeinghappy?

Mycellphoneringsinmybagsnappingme

outofmydepressingreverie.

Inathi:“RragweTumisho!”

Tumelo:“MmaModise?”

Inathi:“Rra!”



Tumelo:“Ijustreceivedacallfrom Mbali.

Shesaidyouwenttoharassher.”

(Irollmyeyes.)

Inathi:“Sosherantoyoutoreport?”

Tumelo:“Noshecalledthreateningtotake

thechildrenanddisappearingbecauseyou

areharassingher.”

Inathi:“Maybesheshouldtakeherchildren

ifitmeansIcanhavepeaceinmyhome.

Maybeifshetakesherchildrenmyhusband

canstopcallingouthernamewhenheison

topofme.”



Tumelo:“StopitInathi.Idon’tknowhow

manytimesyouwantmetoapologisefor

that.Aeman!Youneedtostopthischildish

behaviour.Youhadnorighttogoand

harassMbaliinherhouse?”

Inathi:“Areyoudefendingherrightunow?”

Tumelo:“Iam not.Howmanytimesshould

ItellyouthatMbaliisthemotherofmy

childrenIcannothavebadbloodwithher.

Areyouforgettingsheisthereasonyou

havechildrencallingyoumommyevery

day?”

Inathi:“(sarcastically)howcanIpossibly

forget?Iam indebtedtoher;Iam amother

becauseofher.”



Tumelo:“Yesyouare.Nowstayinyourlane

Jessicaandstopbehavinglikeaghetto

queen.Itdoesnotsuityou.Forabarren

womanyougotguts.Rememberyour

place.”

(HehangsupandIremainstarringatmy

phonebutIpromisemyselfthatIwillnot

crythistimearound.ThisissomethingI

shouldbeusedto.Idecidetocallmy

mother.)

Gloria:“Hello!”

Inathi:“Ma!”



Gloria:“Yesmygirl.Areyouokay?Mogwe

wamecalledthismorningtoletmeknow

youhavecomebacktoyoursensesand

returnedhome.”

Inathi:“Eemma!Iam good.Iwantedto

checkifyouarewell.”

Gloria:“yesIam wellngwanaka,whydoyou

soundsadareyouokay?”

Inathi:“YesIam.IwasjustwonderingifI

couldcomehomethisweekend.”

Gloria:“YourhomeiswithTumeloandyour

in-lawsInathi.Thisisnolongeryourhome.



Ifyouwanttogohome,gotoKanyeIam

sureDorcuswillbehappytohaveyou.”

Inathi:“Iam marriedbutIam stillyour

daughter.Ijustwanttovisityouforafew

days.”

Gloria:“M-m!Youarenolongermy

daughter;youareadaughtertotheModise

family.Tumeloismyson.Areyou

forgettingwhatsatriskhereInathi?”

Inathi:“HowcanIpossiblyforgetmom

whenyouremindmeandmakeme

remembereverytimethatim justa

sacrificiallamb.”



Gloria:“Ohh!!stopwiththeselfpity,thishad

tobedone,youalsohavearoofoveryour

headnolongerdyinginpoverty.”

Inathi:“WhenIagreedtothisInever

thoughtIwouldbesigningupforthisma,

Tumeloischeating.Iwantout.”

Gloria:“Youknowverywelldivorceisnotan

option,youknowthetermsandconditions

ofthecontract.Don’tletyourdeadfather

down,don’tletyourfamilydownInathiwe

arealldependingonyou.Tumelois

cheatingsowhatmencheatthat’showthey

areifhecomesbacktoyouattheendof

thedaythat’sallthatmatters.”

Inathi:“Whataboutmyhappiness?”



Gloria:“YouarehappyInathi.Juststop

beingadramaqueenandfocusonyour

marriage.Itoldyoutostophangingaround

withyourunmarriedfriendstheyare

poisonningyourmindespeciallyBontle.

LookIhavetogo;yougodowntoKanyeif

youmisshome.”

(Isighandputmyphoneinthebag.Itwas

worthatry.)

**************
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Chapter4continuation

"Itsfunny,isn'tit??Howthelittlemoments

wetakeforgrantedturnouttobethe

biggestintheend?"-NicoleLyons

“Lunch?”

IsayasIswingmyheadinsideandsheher

thebags.SheistheonlyfriendIhaveand

feellikeattimesIjustexhaustherwithmy

baggage.

Bontle:“Ofcourse,Icanneversayknowto



food.”

(Iwalkinsideandsettledownonthecouch.

Shecomesandsitnexttome.)

Bontle:“Wereyoucrying?”

Inathi:“No,comeonletusenjoyourfood.

Tumeloisexpectingmeathomesoon.”

(Shesighsandreachforthefood.)

Inathi:“IwenttoseeMbali.”

(IsayasIcontinueeatingmyfood.)



Bontle:“Youarestillgivingherthepower,

wetalkedaboutthisJess.Whycantyou

walkaway?”'

Inathi:“Icantworkaway,youknowthat.

Youknowthisyouhavereadthecontract

B.”

Bontle:“Theoldmanisdeadhowlongare

yougoingtoletadeadmanholdyou

hostageinalovelessabusivemarriage.”

Inathi:“Icantletgo,Basadiisinvarsity,

whatwillhappentohertuitionfees,andthe

depts,mom willgotoprison.Itdoesnot

matterhowmuchIsufferlettinggoisnot



anoption.”

Bontle:“Okayfine,ifyoucantleavethen

letsmakehim leaveyou.”

Inathi:“How?Wehavetriedthatareyou

forgetting?”

Bontle:“Iwillcomeupwithaplan.Butfor

nowletusgiveyousomethingtofallback

on.Letmesponsoryousoyoucanfinish

yourviolinclasses.Youaretalentedand

thattalentcanopendoorsforyou.”

Inathi:“Icantdothat,itwillbetoomuch.”



Bontle:“letmedothisforyou,itsnotlikeI

haveanyonetospendmymoneyonexcept

mymotherofcourse.”

Inathi:“Idon’tknowwhattosay,……”

Bontle:“(interjecting)saythankyouB.And

promisemethatyouwillgiveityourbest

andactuallyfinishthistimearound.”

(Ijumpandhugher)

Inathi:“thankyou,Iwontdisappoint.”

Bontle:“Anythingforyou.”



Inathi:“Enoughaboutme.Whendoyou

intendsettlingdown?Marryandhavekids?”

Bontle:“don’tstart,youandmom have

taughtmethatmarriageisnotallthatglam.

SoIwillpassthatstage.”

Inathi:“Justbecausemymarriageand

yourmother’smarriagedidnotworkput

doesnotmeanyourswillnotworkalso.”

Bontle:“Isawdivorcebreakoutfamily,

breakmymotherandworstofallthe

divorcedidnotonlybreakthem butit

affectedusthechildrenmost.Leftuswith

scarsthatstillhurtstoday.That’snotthe

lifeIwillputmychildrenthroughnomatter



what.IlongmademymindthatIwillnot

getmarriedandhavechildrenandthat’s

final.”

(Isighandputmyheadonhershoulder.

Kinderedspirits.)

IfeelemotionallyexhaustedasIparkthe

carinfrontofthegarage.Thereisan

unfamiliarexpensivecarparkedinfrontof

yard.Icanhearpeoplelaughingintheliving

room soIwalkthere.Myhusbandistalking

tosomeonewhohashisbackatme

standingbythewindowstarringoutside.

Tumelogleamsandsmilesatmewhenhe

seesme.SomethingItotallydidnotexpect.

Imusthavecaughthim inagoodmood.



Tumelo:“Babegladyouarebackintime.

Remembermybrothertheonewhoyou

havenotmetyetwellhefinallydecidedto

payusavisit.Youalmostmissedhim.”

(Iwalktohim andkisshischeek)

Inathi:“AbouttimeIhavebeendyingto

meetthismysteriousbrother.”

(Heslowlywhirlsaroundandmyfacegoes

pale,andmywholewordsstandsstillfora

moment.Myeyeswidenandmymouth

agape.Hisfaceremainsstoicashe

stretcheshishandforwardforahandshake)



Raphael:“Iheardsomuchaboutyou,Iam

Raphael.”

(Whathasmydaybreakledmeinto?How

diditevengethere?SoIhavesleptwithmy

husband’sbrother.Theimpactofmylittle

hiatusisawholelotmorethanIexpected.I

feelfaintasIlookathishandoncemore.I

takeastepforthbutdarknessfadesinandI

faintonthespot.)



Chapter5

"Tobewrongedisnothing,unlessyou

continuetorememberit."-Confucius“

RAPHAEL

Istandinthelivingroom ofmyhotelsuite

lookingoutside,watchingtheworldfrom

thetop.Imaybeinthetopfloorbutitdoes

notfeellikeIam ontopofthingsoratthe

top,asIwouldliketobe.Withallinthe

moneyintheworldIcanbuyanythingbutit

cannotbuymehappiness,givemebackmy

mother,orevenrestoremyinnocencethat

wasstolenfrom me.Iliftmyglassand



haveasipofmywhisky;nowwithallthe

moneyinmybankaccountIam goingto

makesureIdestroythem all.Thefamilymy

fatherchoseovermymother,thewoman

whohadachancetohelpmebutturneda

blindeye.22yearsofplanningtheir

downfall,Ihavefinallycomebacktoget

backatthem.Theoldmanisnomorehe

lefteverythingforhisevilwifeandson,my

half-brotherTumelo.Iam goingtodestroy

them andleavethem onthecoldjustas

theydid;ifitwasnotforTumelo’smotherI

wouldhavegrownupinalovinghome,itis

truewhentheysaybanabasweladibetsa

batsadibabone.Tumelo’smotherisabout

tolearnthehardway.Iputmyhandsinmy

pocketandsmiletomyself.Iremovethe

undiesandsmellthem.Shehasanexotic

scent,themysteriousInathi,ranaway



leavingherlacythongbehind.Iputthem

backinmypocketsomehowIam gladshe

decidedtoranawaybeforeIwokeup

becauseIam notquitesureIwouldhavelet

hergodespiteouragreement.Forthefirst

timeinyears,Ineverfeltawakenedbya

woman’stouchasInaawakenedme.She

mademefeelaliveandIgotdrunkinthe

euphoria.AsmuchasitwasfunbutI

cannotletmyemotionsandanerectionget

intheway,thereisnoplaceforawoman

likeherandloveinmylife.Loveisjusta

weakness,lookhowlovingmyfatherdrove

mymothertohergrave.

Iris:“Sir!”

(Mysecretary’svoicesnapsmeoutofmy



thoughtandIturntolookather.)

Raphael:“YesIris?”

Iris:“Yourbro….”

(Igiveheracoldsternlookthatmakesher

closehermouth.Idonothaveabrother

andIhavemadeitcleartoher.)

Iris:“Iam sorry,ImeanttosayMr.Tumelo

Modisecalledagain,hewouldliketoknow

ifyouwillbeabletojoinhim &hisfamilyfor

dinnertonight.”

Raphael:“No!Youtellhim Iam busy.”



Iris:“Okay,Iwillcallhim rightaway.”

Raphael:“Onsecondthoughtstellhim to

senddirectionstohishouse.”

(Ishouldkeephim closer;hewillnoteven

seemecoming.)

Iris:“Yourparentsalsocalledtheywere

askingforhowlongareyouintendingon

staying?”

Raphael:“Iam goingbackimmediatelyafter

myplansarecomplete.Youtellthem Iwill

movepermanentlyafterIhavesecuredmy



dealwithMr.Brownley.”

(Aftermovingfrom onefosterhometo

anotherIwasfinallyluckytogetadoptedby

acouplethatwasstrugglingtohave

children,Mr.&Mrs.Hudson.ThatiswhenI

wasprovidedwithcarefinancially,anda

roofovermyheadthatisallIneeded.Love

wasalreadysomethingfarfetchedforme

anemotionpeopleusedtotrapyouinto

theirabuse.Goddideventuallyblessthem

withachildoftheirownLorraine.Princess

Lorryaswecallherbecamethespotlightin

theirlife,theadoptedsonwasforgottenor

shouldIsaybecomethesexualweaponfor

thepedophileHudson.EventuallyMolemogi

myadoptedfathermanagedtosecuremea

positionintoOxfordUniversityandthatwas



myescape.ThereImettwootherfellows

whoalsodidcomefrom notsogood

backgroundlikeme,MiguelMokoena,a

royalprinceawaitingtotaketherealms

from hisfatherandbeaparamountchief.

Justlikeme,OxfordUniversitywasan

escapefrom home,hewassentawayfrom

toprotecthim from theevildeedsofhis

fatherwives.ThentherewasEthan

Brownleyanillegitimatechild,bornfrom an

affair.Inhiscase,hisstepfatherbanished

him toOxfordsohecouldnotbeaconstant

remindertothemanofhiswife’sinfidelity.

Togetherwebecameanunstoppableteam

butlaterpartedwayswhenMiguelhadto

returnandEthantogotakeoverfamily

businessafterthefatherpassedon.

Insteadofcomingbackhomeaseveryone

expected,IchosetoremaininEnglandand



continuemylifethere.20yearslaterwith

onlyonemissiontodestroytheModise

familyalongwiththepedophilewhogave

melifeyetdestroyedmeinways

unimaginable.

*************

ItakemyglassesoffasIstepoutofmycar.

Ilookaroundtheneighborhood.Itisnot

shadylikealltheplacesIhaveseenaround

thecity.Iwouldnotmindlivingherein

futurebutIam sureMelindawillsuremind,

sheisaMokgatlaprincesswholikesallthe

nicerthingsinlife.Myfatherisdetermined

tomarrymeofftoher,oneofthereason

thathavebeenmakingmereluctantto

movebackhome.Theideaofsharingmy

bedorevencominghometoawifeisvery

appallingtome.Ijustlikerandom fucks



andthat’sitorcontextualsexwherewe

drawacontractabouthowmanytimeswe

fuckinaweekormonth.Ifitgoesbeyond

butitneverreallydoesbecauseIgetbored

easilyandnormallywhenIfeellikethegirls

arebecomingclingyIleavethem andscout

forthenextones.NowLondonisdifferent

from Gaborone,therearemodelsnotjust

normalmodelsbuthighprofilemodelswho

understandandreadytohaveanagreement

withamanwithoutexpectingnothingbuta

goodtime.NowBotswanaisstillvery

cultural,Idon’teventhinkthereisevensex

clubsinthecountryapartfrom theDlamini

Clubtheonlyreasonwhyit’soperationalor

existingdespitethelawsit’sbecausehigh

profilepeopleinpowerlikeministersare

members.Nowwhowouldwanttoleavea

landofmilkandhoneylikeLondontoa



cultural,uncultivatedandboringcountrylike

Botswana?ThatissecondreasonwhyIam

reluctanttomove.

Tumelo:“(astonished)Raphaelisthatyou?”

(AverypregnantmanwhoIalmostdidnot

recognizeaskesme.Ittakeshisvoiceto

makemerealizethatthisisTumelomyhalf

-brother.)

Raphael:“Inflesh!”

(Heisallovermetheminutehegetshis

confirmationlikeawomanwhojustsawhis

longlostlover.Irollmyeyes.)



Tumelo:“Ohmy!Raofe,Istillcannotbelieve

youareactuallyhere.Howlonghasitbeen,

20years!Ihavemissedyou.”

(Oh!BrotherhowIwishIsharedthesame

sentimentsandifyoucouldreadmy

thoughts,youwouldnotbeembracingme

orevenwantingmewithinyourradius.)

Raphael:“Imissedyoutoo.”

Tumelo:“Comein.”

(Hishouseiswarm andyoucantelljustby

lookingthatithasatouchofawoman.I



meanlookatTumelohecannottakeeven

takecareofhimselfsoitisobviousthathe

cannoteventakecareofthehouse.)

Tumelo:“Boyscomeandmeetyouruncle.”

(Twoinnocentboysjoinus.Ithinkthe

hospitalmadeamistake.Theyarenothis

notevenasingletraitofhis.Maybethey

takeafterthemother.)

Tumelo:“RaofemeetTumishoandKatleho

mysons.BoysthisisthemanIhavebeen

tellingyouabout,UncleRaphael.”

(Ibrushtheirheadandwatchthem runback



totheirrooms.)

Tumelo:“comein,mywifeisoutforabit,

sheisdyingtomeetyou.”

Raphael:“Thefeelingismutualafterallthe

praisesIheard.”

(IsayasIfollowhim tothelivingroom

wherewesitcatchingup.)

***********

Thedoorcloses;finally,Icanmeetthewife

andgetoutofhere.IdonotthinkIcan

carryonplayinghappyfamilyanymore.I

continuestandingbythewindowstarring

outsidewithmybacktothemainentrance



listeningtoherfaintfootsteps.

Tumelo:“Babegladyouarebackintime.

Remembermybrothertheonewhoyou

havenotmetyetwellhefinallydecidedto

payusavisit.Youalmostmissedhim.”

(Itwitchalittlewhenhesaysbrother.Iwish

hewouldstopreferringtomeashis

brother.)

Inathi:“AbouttimeIhavebeendyingto

meetthismysteriousbrother.”

(No!Nofuckingway!Theangelicsoftvoice

thathasbeentormentingmeonmydreams



eversincesheleftmywarm bedsheets.It

cannotbeher.IslowlywhirlaroundasifI

am afraidofgettingtheconfirmation.Oh

hellno!Thebigbrowneyesisthefirstthing

Inoticebeforemyeyestrailoverherdark

flawlessskineveninhercheaprackclothes

sheisstillthemostattractivebeautiful

womanIhaveeverseen.Idonotevenknow

whathurtsbetweenthetwo;thefactthatI

stillverymuchwantherevennowunderthe

circumstancesorthatsheisfucking

marriedtomyenemythatmeanssheis

alsotheenemy.Iwatchhergofacepale,

andeyeswidenandhermouthformsanO

thatmakesmethinkallthecanalnasty

thingsIcandoonit.

Timetoplace,movethephonyacrossthe



chessboard,myfaceremainsstoicasI

stretchmyhandforwardforahandshake)

Raphael:“Iheardsomuchaboutyou,Iam

Raphael.”

(Ilookatherconfusedfaceandalmostfeel

sadforher.Amarriedwomancaughtinher

act.Shelooksatmyhandoncemoreand

takeastepforthbeforeputtingherhand

overherheadandcrumplingtotheground.

Imovealittlebitfasterthanherpig

husbandandcatchherinmyarms.She

feelslightyetfittingintomyeyes.Hereyes

poponcemorewhenIscoopheronmy

armsandmovetothecouchwhereIplace

hernicelyonthecouchlikeadelicatecargo

sheis.)



Tumelo:“Inathiareokay?”

Raphael:“Mustbetheheatbringheraglass

ofwater.”

(HedoesasIsaygivingmeachanceto

studyInathiatleastshedidnotlieabout

hername.)

Raphael:“(touchingherhand)Relaxwillyou,

youdirtylittlesecretissafewithmeyou

wantonthing.”

(SheflincheswhenItouchher.Imoveaway

asTumelocomeswiththeglassofwater.I



almostlaughout,thiswillbemucheasier

thanIexpected.Iam winningwithoutany

effort.)

Chapter6

“Nothingweighsonusasheavilyasa

secret” -JeandeLaFountaine

Ifeellightheaded,heissittingdirectly

oppositeme,beneaththetablehislegs

keepbrushingagainstmine.Revivingthe

spark.Iam incompletedangerwhereheis

concerned.

Tumelo:“Thankyouforagreeingtostayfor

dinner.InfactIdon’tseethewholereason

whyyoumuststayatahotelwhenwehave



anemptyroom youcanoccupy.Rightmy

love?”

(ItakeasipofwaterandlookatTumelo

likehejustgrownapairofhorns.)

Inathi:“Im sureRaofewantssomeprivacy

that’swhyhechosethehotel.”

Tumelo:“Nonsense,comeonRaofesayyes,

itwouldbenicetohaveyouherewhileyou

stillinthecountry.”

(Ilookathim beggingwithmyeyesthathe

saysnobuthejustsmirksatmeandwinks)



Raphael:“AslongasyouaresureI’m not

intruding.Idon’tseeareasonwhyIcant

staytobondwithmybigbrotherforafew

days.

Tumelo:“Gooditssettledthen,Jessicawill

preparethesparebedroom foryou.”

Raphael:“(puzzled)Jessica?”

Inathi:“Me,InathiJessicaModise.”

Raphael:“Ohokay,Jessica.”

Tumelo:“Youwillspendthenightandmove

yourthingstomorrow.”



Tumelo:“AreyouokayInathi?Youlookpale?

“

Inathi:“provablycomingdownwithafluor

something.”

(Tumelo'sphoneandhestandsuptogo

andtakeit.Ihearhim sayMbaliashewalks

away.)

Raphael:“Finallysomealonetime,Jessica

ithasaniceringtoit.”

Inathi:“WeagreedthatitwasonceoffandI

didn’tevenknowyouarethemysterious



brother.Whyareyoudoingthis?”

Raphael:“YoudisappearedbeforeIwokeup.

YouowemeJess.”

(Istandupandstartclearingthedishes.)

Inathi:“Ioweyounothing,Iheldmyendof

thebargain.”

Raphael:“IwonderifTumeloknowsthathe

hasaprettywantonwildcatforawife,who

lefthernailsimprintsinmybackand

screamedmynameoverandoverasIgave

hercountlessorgasms.”



Inathi:“stopit,pleasedon’tdothis.”'

Raphael:“,Whyshouldn’tI,givemeagood

damngoodreasonwhyIshouldn’tremind

youofthemagicalnightwehad,howyou

enjoyedmycockburiedinyoursweettight

cunt.”

Inathi:“becauseIam married,worstofallto

yourbrother.”

Raphael:“Soyoupullthemarriedcardonly

whenitsuitsyou.Whenyoulegswerewide

spreadformeandlettingmeeatupyour

cuntdidyouforgetthatyouaremarried?



(Helooksangryashepushesbackhischar

andstandsup.Hiseyespromisesomething

dark,mysavinggracecomeswhenTumelo

comesbackintheroom.)

Tumelo:“Iam sorryIhavetocutthisshort

therehasbeenanemergencyatwork.I

havetogothereandcheckitout.”

Inathi:“Thislate?”

Tumelo:“YesIam sorryletmego.Raofe

wewillcontinuethiscatchupinthe

morning.”

Raphael:“Noproblem.Letmenotkeepyou.



I’m sureIwillbesafeincapablehandsof

yourwife.”

(IexcusemyselfasIrakethedishestothe

kitchen.Istartwashingthem soIcan

distractmyselffrom thememorieseating

awaymysanity.BeforeIknowitIfeelhim

behindme,hisbreathonmyneck,his

handsonmysidestrappingmybetween

him andthesink.)

Raphael:“Eveninthisragsyouareputting

on,youarestillthesexiestwomanIhave

everlaidmyeyeson.”

(Iclosemyeyesandlistentobreathingasit

getsheavy.)



Inathi:“PleaseRaphael,don’tdothis?”

Raphael:“Whynot?Don’tinsultmeagain

withtheIm marriedcard.BecauseIcan’t

promisewhatIwoulddonext.Wemake

fireworksmeandyou.”

Inathi:“Iam yourbrother'swife?”

Raphael:“That’swhatbafflesmemost,you

canhaveanymenyouwantInathi,sowhy

areyoustillwiththatpregnantpig?”

(Heturnsmearoundandmakesmelookat

him.)



Inathi:“Ilovehim.Ilovehim that’swhyIam

withhim.”

(Hethrowshisheadbackandlaughsout

loud.)

Raphael:“Areyoutryingtoconvinceyour

selforme?”

(Heputhisbandonmychinandmakesme

lookstraightinhisambereyes.)

Raphael:“NowthatIhavetastedIcantget

enough.Iam goingtoruinyouformy

brother,Iam goingtoruinyouforanyother



manoutthere.”

Inathi:“Rapha……”

(Hesilencemewithhislipsandthewords

diefrom mylipsasthefireworkshewas

talkingaboutexplode.Hismasterfullips

takeownershipofmymouth,ashidhands

gounderneathmyskirttomywomanhood.

Hehandsbrushagainstmyalreadysoaked

undiesandhegroans.)

Raphael:“Iwillhaveyouineverysurface

thatisthereinthishousetoexplore.Iwill

haveyourightunderhisnose.Seeyou

tomorrowInathi,andbepreparedtobe

ruined.AndIdon’tgoaroundmaking



promisesIcan’tkeep.Sorememberthis

promiseInathi,Iwillruinyouformybrother

andothermen.”

(Hegivesmeonelastlookandwalkout.I

onlybreathonceIhearthefrontdoorclose.

WhathaveIgottenmyselfon?)

***************

RAPHAEL

Howdareshe?Howdaresheusemeto

satisfyherself?Howdareshemakeme

losecontrolalloveragain.DamnyouInathi!

ItaketheglassIwasholdingandsmashit

againstthechimney.AsIreachformy

phoneandcallmyassistant.



Iris:“MrHudson?”

Raphael:“Getmyclothespackedtomorrow

morning.Cancelmyappointmentsforthis

week.AndletPeterknowthatweare

stayingabitlongersoheistohandlethe

bankinmyabsenceforawhile.”

Iris:“Yessir.Isthatall?”

Raphael:“Iam movingtomybrother's

house,butdon’tcheckmeoutyet.Ifthe

Hudson’sorMelindaaskaboutmy

whereaboutsyouletthem knowIwentback

toLondon.MiguelorEthanletthem know

thattherehadbeenachangeofplansbutI



willkeepthem posted.That’sall.”

(Ihungupandpourmyselfanotherdrinkas

Isitdownandconcentrateonmychess

game.ImovethephonyasIreachformy

phoneadcallDaniel.)

Daniel:“Hudson!”

Raphael:“Holdoffontheplans.Ineedyou

todomesomethingfirst.”

Daniel:“Whatisit?”

Raphael:“InathiJessicaModisefindout

everythingyoucanabouther.Imean



everything.Don’tleaveanystoneunturned.”

Daniel:“doesshehasanythingtodowith

whatyouhadalreadyplanned?”

Raphael:“Yessheisthekeytoeverything.”

Daniel:“Im onitBoss.”

Raphael:“that’swhatIliketohear“

(Ihangupandrelaxbackinthearm chair.I

am sogoingtoenjoystrippingtheTumelo

ofeverythinghehasincludinghis

adulterouswife.)



BINDED

CHAPTER7

"Fearcankeepyousafeatthesametime

killoffthepartsofyouthataremostalive."

-Jm Storm

"Whatisgoingon?Igotyoursmsandwhy

areyouputtingonthatstrangehatand

glasses?"

Bontlesaysasshejoinsme,shelooks

aroundandIlookatherwonderingwhydid

Idecidetofollowheradvice?Iwouldntbe



inthismessifitwasnotforherandher

slutyadvice.Butthenagainshedidnothold

aguntomyheadandforcemetojumpin

bedwithRaphael.Ididthatonmyown

accord.IfthereisanyoneIam goingto

blamemyselfandofcourseRaphaelforhis

sheerbeautythatdrewmeinuntilIthrow

cautionintothewind.

Inathi:"wehaveacrisisathandB!"

Bontle:"whatisit?DidyoukillTumeloinhis

sleep?"

(Irollmyeyesastakeofftheglassesand

hat)



Inathi:"yourememberRaphael?"

Bontle:"Am Isupposedtorememberhim?"

Inathi:"yesthatguyfrom Avani,theguyI

sleptwith."

Bontle:"YoumeanthatAfricanbeautyhow

canIpossiblyforgethim.Wait!Ithought

yousaidyouforgothisname."

Inathi:"YouarenotpayingattentionB.Ilied

Ididnotforgethisname."

Bontle:"Stopgivingmestripteasesjust

giveittomegirl."



Inathi:"WellturnsoutthatheisTumelo's

mysterioushalfbrother."

(Bontlelooksatmethenburstoutlaughing.)

Bontle:"Atleastheishotterthanhis

elephantbrother."

Inathi:"Isthatallyouaregoingtosay."

Bontle:"Whatam Isupposeftosay?You

enjoyedhim andhehadagreattime.What

Tumelodoesnotknowcantkillhim.AndI

hopeyouarenotregrettinganything

becauseIwillsmackyourightacrossthe



face."

Inathi:"HowcanInotregretsuchagrave

mistake?Isleptwithtwobrothers.Ifthat

doesnotmakemeaslutIdontknow."

Bontle:"SometimesIwonderwhyyouare

myfriendatall.LookInathi,youonlylive

once.Soneverregretanythingthatmade

youhappy.Sowhatifyousleptwithbrother,

whatifyouarethemotherifallsluts.That

doesnotchangeanything."

Inathi:"Tumelohasinvitedhim tostaywith

us.Hemovedin2daysago.AllIwanttodo

everytimeIseehim isstriphim andhave

him overandoveruntilIdropdeadfrom



exhaustion.Dontyouseethisissowrong?'

Bontle:"Thenhavehim,nothingisstopping

you.Dontletmoralsstandinyourway.

Theywonttakecareofyoursexualhunger.

Ifyouhavetoseducehim ,seducehim."

Inathi:"Bontle."'

Bontle:"Iam veryserious.Enjoyhim while

heisstillunderyourroof.Godisonyour

side,sousethisopportunitywiselygirl,vuka,

tshubadipone.Gaobonyawajewa."

(IsipmydrinkasIlookatBontletryingnot

tothinkaboutherbadidea)



Bontle:"InfactIhaveanidea,asolutionto

ourproblem."'

Inathi:"Thiscantbegood."

Bontle:"Yourcontractstipulatesthatonly

Tumelocandivorce.Wearegoingtouse

hisbrothertogetTumelotoleaveyou."

Inathi:"WeknowTumelowillneverleave

me.Hehasmadethatclear."

Bontle:"Notifhecatchesyouwithhis

brotherintimaterightunderhisroof."



Inathi:"thatsyourbigplan?"

Bontle:"itwillwork,youwillsee.Wejust

needtomakesureweexcuteitproperly."

Inathi:"Butsleepingagainwithhisbrother.

Isn'tthatabitmuch."

Bontle:"youalreadysleptwithhim.Itold

you,yourmoralswontgetyouanyway.If

youthistowork.Youneedtotoleavethem

behindyouandgetdirtybecausewelivein

adirtyworld.Icanonlyhelpyoutoacertain

extent,therestisuptoyou.Yourfateliesin

yourhands.Doyouwanttobeaprisoner

foreverorbesetfreetomakeyourown

rules."



Inathi:"DoIhaveachoice?"

Bontle:"thereisalwaysachoiceInathiin

everything.Youcanletfearandselfpity

holdyoubackandyoucantakethereigns

backandshowfearthatyoustandbackfor

nothing."

Inathi:"whatdoIhavetodo?"

Bontle:"itssimplewearegoingtouse

Raphael.Makehim fallforyou,sleepwith

him andmakesureTumelocatchesyou."

Inathi:"Idontneedtomakehim fallforhim.



Healreadywantstogetbackbetweenmy

legs."

Bontle:"VivaPussy,viva.WhenGodcreated

ushegaveusadeadliestweaponnoman

caneverstandagaisnt.Ourvagina,itcan

takeyoufrom beingabeggertobeinga

queenofriches.Rightnowwearegoingto

useyourmassivewaepontobreakyour

chainsandsetyoufree."

Inathi:"Great!AslongasIam free."

Bontle:"Great,Ilikethatenthusiasm.I

wonderifitsbecauseyouwanttobefree

oryoujustwanttoridehisdickagain."



Inathi:"maybeboth."

Bontle:"Tumelowon'tknowwhathithim.If

heisgoodyoucankeeptheyounger

brother."

Inathi:"Iwillthinkaboutit."

Bontle:"Okay,comeonletusgodosome

shopping.Youneedsomethingsexytolure

thepredatortotheprey."

(Westandupandwalktotheshops.)

****************

Raphael



IgooverthereportsthatDanielhasgiven

meregardingher.Thecontractmakesme

evenangrier.Itakeitandthrowitinthe

blazingfire.Shehasbeensoldintothis

marriage.AndtothinkIwasabouttouse

heraspawninmyownrevengeplan.She

hasbeensufferingfor8yearsnow.Ilookat

thephotographsofherandthetwo

illegitimatechildren.Howcanshelove

them asherownwhentheyarejusta

reminderofhisinfidelity.Inathididnothave

myrespectbeforebutnowshehasallofit.

Butsheangersme,howsheissellingshort

justsoherfamilycansurvive.Afamilythat

isverymuchcapableoftakingcareof

themselves.Issheafoolorwhat.



Sheirritatesmebecauseshejustruinedmy

wholeplans.Iwasraisedbetter,tonever

kickadogthatalreadydown.Icantuseher

aspawn,becauseshehassufferedenough.

Itwillbeinhumaneofme.Ifthereis

anythingIjustwanttosetherfreetolive

theremainingyearsofherlifehappy

withoutanyburden.

IreachformyphoneandcallDaniel.

Daniel:"Raph!"

Raphael:"whereisshe?"'

Daniel:"currentlyatthemallwithhersexy



friend."'

Raphael:"keepaneyeonhertilIgetthere."

Daniel:"Okay."

Raphael:"Andweareabortingthemission.I

willcomewithanotherplanthatdoesnot

includeher."

Daniel:"What?"'

Raphael:"Youheardme.Alsoclear

everything,thedebtsandthetuition.

Everything."'



Daniel:"Raphael,whatisgoingon?Donttell

meyouarefallingforthisgirl?Areyou

forgettingwhatwecameheretodo?"

Raphael:"Ofcoursenot,butmymother

beforeshedied,shetaughtmetoneveruse

peoplewithgenuineheartstogetahead.

Sheisinnocentinallofthis.AndIam not

goingtostandbyandwatchthosevultures

ruinherliketheyruinedmymother.Iwillbe

damned."

Daniel:"Understabdable.Butyoucannotfall

forherRaphael,shehasnoplaceinyourlife,

Melindaisalreadythere."

Raphael:"Iam tiredofyouandMolemogi



remindingmeaboutMelinda,ifyouare

gagaaboutherwhydontyoumarryher.I

knowmydutiesDan,stopstressing.This

Jessicachickisnotevenmytype.Just

relax."

Daniel:"Okay.HowmanydaysshouldIgive?

"

Raphael:"Twoweeksmax,ifthingsgowell

Iwillhavethesamplesreadybeforetheend

ofthisweek.Nowworkonmakingthe

companygobakrupt."

Daniel:"Alright."



Raphael:"Bereadytotakethefriend

wherevershewants.Im kidnappingher

buddy."'

*************************

Inathi

Wewalknexttotheroad.Hopingtocatcha

taxithatwillpassby.

Bontle:"Iknewitwasabadideatoleave

mycarbehind."

Inathi:"stopwhinningataxiwillcomeby

soon."



Bontle:"IwouldntholdmybreathifIwas

withyou."

Inathi:"Youarejustbeingnegative."

(Iam abouttowalkawaywhentwoAudiQ7

pullbyourfeetblockingus.)

Bontle:"Iftheyhaveanybadintentionswe

aregoinggoingdownwithoutafight."

Inathi:"Rogerthat."

(TomysupriseRaphaelandtheguyfrom

thebargetofffrom thecars.)'



Raphael:"Getin"

(Hesaysasheopensthedoor')

Inathi:"im actuallygood."

Raphael:"Ineverasked.GetinorIwillmake

I."

(IlookatBontleandshejustshrugs.)

Daniel:"MsMoloiIhavebeeninstructedto

takeyouwhereveryouaregoing."'

(Hesaysasheopensthedoorforherand



thenerveofthisgirlshesmilesandgets

intothecar.)'

Bontle:"What!youknowIcanneversayno

toafreelift."

(BeforeIcanevenreplyher,Raphaelpicks

meupandthrowsmeintothepassenger

seat.)

Inathi:"hey!That'smanhandlingme."

(Totallyignoringme,heputsmyseatbelt

onandgoestothedriverside.Hestartsthe

carandjoinstheroad.Sebetesantate,yoo.)



Binded

Chapter8

"YouareaforbiddenfruitthatIam

prohibitedfrom consuming.Butbaby,

Poisoningneverfeltanybetterthanthis."-

AnkitaChodankar

(Heissilenttappinghishandsonthe

steeringwheel.Hehasnotsaidawordto

mesincehethrewmeinhiscar.Ilookat

him,heissohandsomeitishardtobelieve

heisTumelo'sbrother.Heswallowsandhis

adam'sapplemovealittle.Ibitmylowerlip,

hisdarkoliveskinabdambereyesmakes

him looklikeablackAmerican.Hehasnot

shavedmakingmewishicouldrubmychin



onhisstubble.Ihavenevermetamanwho

canjustgivememultipleorgasm justby

lookingathim admiring.)

Raphael:"Likeanythingyouseesugar?"

(Iturnawayfacingthewindow,

embarrassedtobecaughtstaring.)

Raphael:"Iam goingtopulloversoyoucan

eitherchoosetowalkinthereonyourown

twofeetorletmemishandleyou.The

choiceisyours?"

(HesaysashepullsintotheMasaHotel

parking.Ilookathim puzzledashegetsoff



andhandsthekeystotheValetashewalks

tomydoortoopenitforme.)

Raphael:"Comeletusgo?"

(Icrossmyarmsovermychestandlookat

him withattitude.Heraiseshiseyebrowsat

me.)

Raphael:"Haveityourwaythen."

(Hesaysasheremovesthebeltandmoves

topickmeup.)

Inathi:"wait!Iwillwalk."



(Igetoffashegrabsmyshoppingbags.

Andtakesmyhandashepullsmeinside

thehotel.Hedoesnotletgoofmyhand

eveninsidetheelevator.Wegouptothe

hotelroom.Idon'tevenbothertoaskhim

whyhechangedfrom Avani.)

Inathi:"Whatarewedoinghere?Ineedto

gohometheboyswillbehomeanytime

soonnow,andtheynormallycomeback

veryhungry."

Raphael:"Takencareof."

Inathi:"Stillihavetogo"



Raphael:"Why?Youdon'ttrustyourselfthat

mucharoundme?"

Inathi:"Ofcoursenot."

Raphael:"Good!"

(Hesaysashetakeoffhisjacketandputit

onthecouchfollowedbythistie.)

Inathi:"Whatonearthareyoudoing?"

Raphael:"Yousaidyoutrustyourself

aroundmesoyouhavenothingtoworry

about."



(Hereachesforhisshirtandpullsitoffhis

head.Revealinghisbeautifultorso.I

immediatelyturnandmovetogostandby

thewindow.Hopingtohidethefactthathe

reallydoesaffectme.)

Raphael:"Hidingsugar,oryouareafraid

thatyiumightaccidentallylandofmydick

againandlandbabynumber3?Imeanits

clearthatthosebabiesarenotTumelo'sso

itcouldmeanonlyonething.Theyareyour

bastards,from youronenightstands."

(Iturnaroundandslaphim rightacrossthe

face)

Inathi:"Dontyoueveragaininsultmeagain,



thosechildrenarenotevenmine.Theyare

Tumelo'sbastards.Iam barrenyou

arrogantprick.Justbecauseisleptwith

youoncedoesnotmakeawhore."

(Iturnagainandfacethewindowagain.As

Ifighttokeepthetearsatbay,ineverloose

mytemperbuthesureknowshowtopush

allmywrongbuttons.)

Raphael:"Thenwhyarestillaround,those

kidsarenothis,anditsclearthatTumelois

notrespectingyou,oryouwontberunning

tohismistressinthemiddleofthenightin

thenameofemergencyatwork."

Inathi:"Itsnoneofyourbusiness."



(Heholdsmywaistashemovescloseand

hugsmefrom behind.Iwishhewouldn't

becausebackhugsaremyweakness)

Raphael:"Whatifiwanttomakeitmy

business.Makeeverythingaboutyoumy

business."

Inathi:"(whispering)why?"

Raphael:"Becauseyouaretheforbidden

fruitIcan'thavebutifascinateabout.You

aretheforbiddenfruiticantbeselfishwith

buteveryfibreinmybodycompelsmeto

beselfishwithyou."



(Iturnaroundandfacehim.Iputmyhand

overhisbarechestandifeelhim tensea

littlebeforerelaxingundermytouch.)

Inathi:"Thereasonwhyiam stayingdespite

itssorrowsbecauseIhavebeensoldtothe

highestbidder.Ihavesoldmysoultothe

devil."

Raphael:"Resellittome,selleverything

aboutthentothem."

(Ilookathim andsmilesadly.)

Inathi:"OhRaphael!Howiwishitwasthat



simple.Ionlyhaveonesoulanditsalready

tiedtosomeone."

Raphael:"Foraslongasyouarebreathing

thatcanalwaysbefixed."

Inathi:"Theysaythedevilyouknowis

betterthantheangelyoudon'tknow."

Raphael:"Thenwebetterfixthat.Iwantto

bethedevilyouknowbetterinfacttheonly

devilyouknow."

(Hesaysashepullsmecloseandcrushhis

lipsovermine.Hiskissesarealways

possessive,fullofaggression,withabitof



darknessthatoverpowersthelightthat

fightstostayon.Whatwearedoingisbad

butoursoulslongforthis.Toconsume

eachother.heisacharm icantbeginto

explain.Iguessintheendtheroman

historianPubliusCorneliosTacituswas

right,"forbiddenfruithasasecretcharm."

Im shookashetearstheT-shirtiam

wearingintwofollowedbymybra.Heisa

manwhoknowswhathewantsandgoes

foritwithoutanyhesitation.#Scissored)

**************************

RAPHAEL



Istandbythewindowwatchingher

sleepingbetweenthewhitesheetslikeshe

wasmadeforthem.

Dan:"Raphareyouthere?"

Raphael:"Iam stillhere.Youtakeabouquet

offlowersandkalaharichocolatestoMs

BontleMoloi,tomorrowtothankherforher

help."

Daniel:"Noim notgoingbacktothatcrazy

girlagain."

Raphael:"Yesyouare,youarepersonally

deliveringthoseflowers."



Daniel:"Whyareyoudoingthis?Youknowi

can'tdealwithwomenespeciallycreatures

likeher."

Raphael:"Maybealittleexposuretothem

won'thurt."

(IlookatJessicaasshestirsup.)

Raphael:"Ihavetogo.You'lldoasiasked

right?"

Daniel:"Doireallyhaveachoice?"

Raphael:"Noyouhonestlydon't."



(IhungupasJesssitsupandyawns.

Exposingherperfectlittleboobies.She

makesmewanttocrawlinbedandhave

heragainuntilthehunger,cravingforheris

sated.)

Inathi:"Whattimeisit?"

Raphael:"25minutesafter9."

Inathi:"Shit!"

(Shesaysasshethrowsawaythecovers

andstartsearchingforherfrantically.Iwalk

toherandgrabher.)



Inathi:"Don'tdothis,Icantstooptohis

level."

Raphael:"Tumeloisoutoftownfora

businessworkshophewillbecomingback

tomorrow.Hesentamessageanhourback.

Thechildrenapparentlyarewiththeir

mother.Sheaskedtohavethem forthe

night.Soyoucanrelax."

Inathi:"Youreadmymessages?"

Rapahel:"Weagreedthatfrom nowonyour

businessismybusiness."



Inathi:"Andthereisalsoathingcalled

privacy.Youcan'tinvademyprivacylike

that."

(Ilookatherandsmile.Sheiscutethough

tryingtobeserious.)

Inathi:"Whyyouevenlaughing?"

Raphael:"Don'ttellmeommaspekere,bo

tsogareomane."

Inathi:"Ofcoursenot."

Raphael:"Good!NormallyinLondonthisis

whatwomendowhentheywakeup."



(Ipullherandbendasibrushmylipsover

herandkissher.Herstomachgrowlsand

webothburstoutlaughing.)

Raphael:"Comeletmefeedyou."

Inathi:"Ineedtowearmyclothesfirst."

Raphael:"No!Youarejustokaythatway.

Perfect."

Inathi:"Idontfeelcomfortable."

(IrollmyeyesasIgrabthegownandhelp

herwearingit.)



Raphael:"Theresorted,nowletmefeed

you."

(Itakeherhandandleadherbalconywhere

iaskedforourdinnertobeset.Wesinkinto

thecushionsandIstartservingher.)

Inathi:"Icanfeedmyself."

(Shesaysasshereachesforthefork.)

Raphael:"Noallowyourselftobecherished

justforoneday.Youdeserveit."

(Istartfeedingherandenjoywatchingher



assheenjoyshermeal.Igrabthewhip

cream andthestrawberriesasImovenext

toherandloosenhergown.)

Inathi:"Thisisnotagoodidea."

Raphael:"Wealreadyestablishedthat."

(Ikissherneck,hermostsensitivearea.

Andsheshivers.)

Inathi:"Ishouldgohome."

Raphael:"Toanemptyhouseidontthink

thatssafewhenthereisapartyhere.Idon't

thinkso."



Inathi:"Iam notsafewheniam withyou."

Raphael:"Youwordswoundmesweet-lips

butnottoworryweshallmakeyoufeel

safeaseverbefore.Werushedearlyonthis

timeiam takingmytimeandyourpleas

wontwork."

(Iasasiwhipthecream overherpretty

littleboobies.)

.

.

.

.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

NB:Allscissoredpartsarepostedinthe

groupSilentville.
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Chapter9

**************

"ifmyabsencedoesnotaffectyourlife

thenmypresencehasnomeaninginit"-

Unknown

***************

AMONTHLATER

Raph:"Thatwasjustbravo."

(Iturnaroundtofindhim standingbythe

door.Heisinhiscasualwearprobably

becauseitsaSaturdayevening.Ihadalate

afternoonpractice.Iam becomingperfect

atplayingtheviolinallthankstoBontle.)



Inathi:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Raph:"Teachingyoumannersisgoingto

takeawhile."

(Ilookathim andfrown.Healways

preachesthesame.Hewalkstomeand

sitsbythepianolookingashestarts

playingYiruma-Riverflowsinyou.Thisis

thesecondtimeihaveheardandseenhim

playthepianoandheissoperfectwithit.I

closemyeyesandletmusictakeoverasi

startplayingmyviolintohispianotune.

Raphaelsupportsmeandmydreamsin

waysnoonehaseverdid.Heistheso

perfectversionofhisolderbrother.



Wearestillatitscrewingeachotherevery

chanceweget.Andhavenotyetputa

nametoit.Sometimesifeelguiltyforwhati

willdotohim soon.Hehasbeennothing

butgoodtome.)

Raph:"Comebacktoearth.Whatisonyour

mind?"

Inathi:"Nothing!Youstillhaven'ttoldme

whatyouaredoinghere."

Raph:"Iwassenttopickyouup."

Inathi:"letmegrabmybagthenwecango.



"

(Hegrabsmyhandasiam abouttowalk

awayandpullsmeintohislap.)

Raph:"Areyougoingtotellmewhatison

yourmindorwillihavetodragitoutlater,

underyourhusbabd'sroof.Youknowvery

wellthatbeingsilentwhenim insideyouis

alwaysachallengeforyou."

(Iblushandputmyheaddownonhis

shoulder.)

Inathi:"IthinktheonlyreasonwhyTumelo

hasnotcaughtusdoingthedeedinhis



houseisbecauseheisstressedabouthis

company.Hesaysthecompanyissinking.

Abouttogobankrupt."

Raph:"Toobadforhim.Butheshouldn't

worryabouthislovelywife,sheisingood

capablehands."

(Ilookathim andlaugh)

Inathi:"Youaresowicked."

Raph:"Canishowyoujusthowwickedi

canget?

"



Inathi:"Postponeittolater."

(Istanduptogoandgetmybag.)

***************

Ilookathim puzzledashepullsupinfront

ofBontle'shouse.

Inathi:"Whatisgoingon?"

Raph:"Nothingshewantedtotalktoyou.

Soipromisedtobringyouaround.Goon

inside,sheiswaiting."

(Igetoffthecarandwalkinside.Ifindher

insidewithaglassofredwine.)



Bontle:"Youfinallydecidedtojointhe

party."

Inathi:"Whatarewecelebrating."

Bontle:"Youneedaglassfirst.Taniele,

bringmygirlaglasshoo."

(Ilookathergobsmacked.)

Bontle:"What!Youofallpeopleknowthati

cantresistanicedick."

Inathi:"DanielasinRaofe'sfriend."



Bontle:"Theoneandonly."

(Danielwalksinwithaglassandhandsitto

Bontleandwalksoutside.)

Bontle:"(handingmeatheglasswithwine)

Drinkyouaregoingtoneedit."

(Itaketheglassfrom herandhaveasip.)

Bontle:"Ihavebothbadandgoodnews."

Inathi:"Givemethegoodnewsfirst."

Bontle:"Igotajoboffer,thesalaryishuge



andthebenefitsareyummy.Itiseverything

ieverwishedfor."

Inathi:"OhB,iwanttogetexcitedbutiam

afraidthatihaveafeelingthatthisnewjob

willcomewithprettybadstrings."

Bontle:"Itdoes,IhavetomovetoUK.The

jobisthere."

Inathi:"That'sit?"

Bontle:"Yesbasicallythat'sit."

Inathi:"Areyoucrazy?Thereisnothingbad

badthere,imustadmitit'sbadthatyou



havetomoveawaytoanothercontinent,

butB,youalwayswantedtostayoverseas.

Soiam happyforyou.Thisisyourdream

goforit."

Bontle:"Nathi,whataboutyouandmother?"

Inathi:"Arewekids?"

Bontle:"No,bu....."

Inathi:"(interject)Nobuts,wewillsurvive

justfinewithoutyou.Plusitsnotlikeyou

arebeingsentencedtodeathyouarejust

moving.Wearenolongerintheoldendays

thereisskype,WhatsAppvideocalls.Ilove



you,andiwillbeaselfishfriendifididnot

encourageyoutogoforyourdreams."

Bontle:"Whendidyoubecomesowise,

normallyiam theonewhotalkssense."

Inathi:"Spendingtimewithwisepeople

makesmekindofwiseiguess."

Bontle:"Ileavetonight,myflightistonight

Inathi."

(Ilookatherandsmileeventhoughmy

heartisbreakinginpieces.)

Inathi:"Wow!Sosoon."



Bontle:"Yestheywantmetostartearly.

Inathi."

Inathi:"YesB!"

Bontle:"Youandmymotheraretheonly

familyihave,theonlyfamilyiwilleverhave.

Ifyoudontwantmetogotellmenow,andi

willcancelallthisandstayrighthere."

(Imovenexttoherandhugher.)

Inathi:"YouaremysisterB,mybestfriend

andmynumber1supporter.Iadmitthati

mightstillneedyoubutIdowantthisfor



you.Whoknowsthismightbean

opportunityformeandMmaBontletovisit.

Dontholdbackbecauseofus."

Bontle:"Beforeigo,promisemeonething

beforeIgo."

Inathi:"Anything."

Bontle:"Iknowyouhavedevelopedfeelings

forRaphaelbutpromisemeyouwonthold

backwhenitstimetoexecuteoutplan.

Promisemethatyouwillusethatlazy,

untidypregnantpig."

Inathi:"Iwontholdback.Iwillgrabthat



opportunityanduseit."

Bontle:"Great,thatallineededtohear."

(Iwipeawayhertears.)

Bontle:"Promiseme,youwillcallevery

night."

Inathi:"Ipromise,nodaywillpassby

withoutustalking."

Bontle:"Andyouwillbehappy,afteryou

leaveTumeloyouwillputyourselffirst,you

happinessfirst."



Inathi:"Andyouwillletthewallsaroundyou

down.Trytohavearelationshipthistime

around."

Bontle:"(rollinghereyes)herewegoagain."

Inathi:"PromiseB."

Bontle:"Ipromise."

(Ihugher.Bontlehasbeenmyfriendsince

childhood,theonlyfriendihave.Iguess

thisisanothertest,ifourboundwillsurvive

thetestoftime.Ilookatherhopingshewill

notfindfriendsthereandreplaceme.)



*****************************

Bythetimeigethomeitsalready9pm.The

lightsarestillon,meaningTumeloisstillup.

IaskedRaphaeltodropmeofffrom the

airport.Hesaidsomethingabouthaving

worktogoanddosohewillbehomeabit

late.

IwalkinthehouseandthefirstthingI

noticeishugefatbellysprawledoverthe

couch.Heusedtobeslim,howhegottobe

ahugefatbimbo.ItsstillamysteryornotI

meanthemancanliterallyfeedonacowall

alone.Soitcomesasnosuprisethatheis

thishuge.Iwalktohim andkisshim onthe

cheek.)



Inathi:"Evening!"

Tumelo:"Youhavebeendrinking."

Inathi:"IhadaglassofwinewithBontle

beforecominghome.Wherearetheboys?

Alreadysleeping?"

Tumelo:"Theyarewithmymotherat

Mbali'shome."

Inathi:"Ohokay.Didyouhavesupper,cani

fixyouanythingtoeat."

Tumelo:"InathiJessicaModiseareyou



cheatingme?"

Inathi:"What?(Laugh)Areyoubeingreal

now?"

Tumelo:"Doyouthinkthisisajoke?DoI

looklikeafooltoyou?Youthinkihavenot

noticedyourlatesttrend?Orthehickeyyou

hadnitsolongago."

Inathi:"Youarelettingyourinsecuritiesget

youparanoidagain,areyouforgottingthatI

nowhavelateclassesforViolin."

Tumelo:"Iwantyoutodropoutofthat

stupidclassofyours.Yourdutyishere



hometakingcareofyourhusbandand

children."

Inathi:"Theyarenotevenmychildren,Iam

notgoingtodropoutofmyclasses.Iam

notababyminder,maybeMbalishouldjust

moveinherewithussoshecantakecare

ofherchildren."

Tumelo:"Inathi!Areyouforgettingwhoyou

aretalkingtohere?Areyouforgettingyour

placeinthishouse?"

Inathi:"Youalwayspreachtomehow

barreniam.Soletyourwomanyourbaby

makingmachinemoveinheretotakecare

ofitsproducts.Iam tiredofbeingyour



punchingback.Youthinkicantseewhat

ishappeninghere?Youarelosingyour

preciouscompanynowyouaretakingout

thestressinme.Youaresuchacoward

Tumeloandiam donebendingmykneeto

manwhodoesnotrespectme."

Tumelo:"Shutup!Youbarrenwitch!Areyou

forgettingwhat'satriskhere?Doyouwish

toseeyoufamilypayforyoursins?Imade

youInathi,itookyououtofpovertyand

madeyouthewomanyouarenow?You

weresuchanuglyducklingnowthatyou

knowwaterandhaveanassyouthinkyou

canwalkovermejustthewayyouwant.I

madeyouInathiandiwillbreakyouuntil

youarenothingbutanuglyducklingifound

youas."



Inathi:"Whatareyouwaitingforthen?Lets

seeyoubreakmeTumelo.Youknowyou

can't,youknowwhy?Letmetellyou

becauseyouareafatdog,ntswahelaya

mokgwerwathatonlyknowshowtobark

withoutteeth.Nywe-nyweimadeyou,are

youGodwena?"

Tumelo:"Inathi,dontyoudareinsultme.I

will...."

Inathi:"(interruptinghim)Ohhstopitwith

youremptythreats.Theydontscaremenot

anymore."

(Iturntowalktothebedroom butheblocks



mywayandhishandscomearoundmy

neckasheblocksmyairpassage.)

Tumelo:"Iwillkillyouandburyyouwhere

theywillneverfindyourbody.Osekabata

gotwaelaInathi,otankgolega."

(Iclaphishandcountlesstimesmyeyes

begginghim toletmego.Thereisawhole

newrageihaveneverseeninhiseyes.A

monsterinhiseyesthaticanbarely

recognize.)



BINDED

Insert10

****************

"Ourdestinyunfoldsinaccordancewiththe

decisionsandchoiceswemake."-AuthorS

Mods

***************

Igetholdofmyselfandkickhim inhisnuts

makinghim releasemyneckandstumblea

bitback.Itakeadeepbreath,notbelieving

thatialmostmetmymaker.

Inathi:"Youhavecompletelygoneoffthe

rails.Areyouinsane?"

Tumelo:"Shutup."



Inathi:"Orwhat?Areyougoingtostrangle

meagain?Ibetyouwill,becausethatall

youknow.Pickingondefenselesswomen

becauseyouareafraidofyoursizeyou

spinelesspig."

Tumelo:"Shutthehellup."

Inathi:"Iwon'tthetruthhurtsthat'sbad.

Youaregoingtogetwhat'sdue,youjust

waitandseeTumeloModise."

(IturnandwalktoRaphael'sbedroom and

lockmyselfinside.Isitbythedoor,my

heartbeatingerratically.Tumeloalmost

killedme.



ItakemyphoneandcalltheRaphael.)

Raph:"Youcantstayawaycanyou?"

Inathi:"Comehome,Tumelojustalmost

killedme."

Raph:"What?"

Inathi:"Wehadanargumentandhe

strangledme."

Raph:"Iwillbetherein10minutes."



(Ihungupandputmyachingheadonthe

door.Andletthetearsfall.Ipromisemyself

thatthiswouldbethelasttimeIwouldlet

myselfcry becauseofTumelo.ItstimeI

putmyselffirst.Iletpeopledictatehowto

livemylifeforsolong.

Raph:"Inathi!Jessica!"

(Icanhearhim screamingfrom theliving

room.Istandupandopenthedoor.He

stopsonhistrailandhelooksatme

lookingworriedandfurious.Assessingme,

Ikeepeyecontact.Oureyescommunicate.)

Raph:"Hedidthattoyou?"



(Inodmyheadandiseetheragecoming

backtohiseyes.

Raph:"Icantbelievethatfuckerputhis

handsonyou.Whereishe?Ifhewant

someonetobeatheshouldpicksomeone

ofhissize."

(Hetakesoffgoingstraighttopickour

bedroom.Irunafterhim.Hekicksthedoor

openluckilyTumeloisnowhereinsight.I

am gladbecauseithinkRaofewouldhave

beatenhim toapulp.Hepunchesthewall

andturnstofaceme.)

Raphael:"Whereishe?"



Inathi:"Raofe,ithinkyouneedtocalm

down."

Raphael:"Ijustneedtofindthatfucker

whereishehiding?Howdareheputhis

filthyhandsonyou?"

(Iwalktohim andhug.Hopingitwillcalm

thestorm.Hestandstherestillandtense

eventuallyhugsmeback.)

Raph:"(kissingmyforehead)Areyouokay?"

,(Inodmyhead.)

Raphael:"Ishouldn'thave droppedyouoff



andleft."

Inathi:"Youdidntknowthatthiswould

happen.Don'tworryaboutTumelohewill

getwhat'sduetohim."

Raphael:"Soon!"

Inathi:"PleasetakemetothePolice

Station,heisspendingthenightbehind

bars."

Raphael:"Youarepressingcharges?"

Inathi:"Hittingmewasthelaststraw.Ihave

enduredenoughinthismarriage.TodayI



claim backmylife."

Raphael:"That'sgreat,comeonthenletus

go."

*******************

2hourslater

Iam withRaphaelandthetwopolice

officersbangingonMbali'sdoor.She

comestoopenasshetieshergown.

Mbali:"Officers!"Inathi."

(Tumelocomestothedoor,wearinghis

boxersandoversizevest,hismotherright



behindhim.Inagownalso.)

Pogiso:"Whatisgoingon,whyarePolice

Officersbangingonthedoorsolateat

night?"

PO1:"Wearesorrytodisturbyoulateat

night,Iam sub-inspectorJoshuawith

constableMogomotsi.Wearelookingfor

MrTumeloModise."

Tumelo:"Thatsme.Whatisgoingon?"

PO1:"TumeloModiseyouareunderarrest

forassaultandthreatstokill.anythingyou

saycanandwillbeusedagainstyouinthe



courtoflaw."

Tumelo:"What!"

(Iwatchastheycuffhim anddraghim to

thewaitingcar.)

Tumelo:"Ma!Dosomething,ican'tspend

nightinjail."

Pogiso;"Don'tworrymyboyiwillgetyou

outofthereassoonaspossible.Inathi,if

youstillwanttobemarriedtomyson,feed

yourfamilyandkeepyourmotheroutof

prison.Youwilldropthosechargesagainst

myson."



Inathi:"Iam donesuccumbingtoyour

threats.Iam notdroppinganycharges

againstTumelo.Notafterhetriedtokill

me."

(Sheraisesherhandtosmackme)

Inathi:"Goaheadsmackme,soyoucanjoin

yoursonmommadisefo."

Pogiso:"Youwillregretthismomentfrom

now ontillthedayyoudie."

(IlookatRaofe)



Inathi:"Letusgo."

(Iturntoleave)

Pogiso:"WhenRaofeiheardyoustayingin

myson'shouse.Iwantyougone,ithoughtI

madeitcleartoyouyearsagothatyouwill

nevergetadimefrom myhusband's

fortunes.Eventhestupidinheritanceheleft

you,youwillneverclaim itforaslongasi

am stillalive."

Inathi:"Iam Tumelo'slegalwife,Igetto

choosewhostaysinourhomeandnotyou.

Pleaseknowyourplacemother."



(IwalktothecarwithRaphaelbymyside.

Asweapproachhome,myphonestarts

ringing.Irollmueyeswheninoticeitsmy

mother.)

Inathi:"(pickingup)Yesmother."

Gloria:"Haveyoufinallylostyourstupid

mindInathi?"

Inathi:"Noifinallyfoundmyhead."

Gloria:"youwillgobacktothepolice

stationrightthisinstantanddropthose

chargesagainstTumelo."



Inathi;"No!Iwillnotdosuchathing.Hecan

rotinjailforallicare.Youbetterhavea

contingencyplanmotheroryouwilldojail

foralongtime."

Gloria:"Whatareyousaying?"

Inathi:"Exactlywhatyouarethinking,iam

notstayinginthismarriageandwaitfor

Tumelotokillmebeforeyouallrealisehow

toxicthismarriageis."

(IhungupandturntoRaphael)

Inathi:"pleasetakemehomeandmake

sweetslowlovetome,makemeforget



abouttodayandit'ssorrows."

Raph:"Consideritdone."

(Hesaysasheincreasesthecarspeed.)



BINDED

INSERT11

********************

"Nooneismorehatesthathewhospeaks

thetruth."-Plato

********************

RAPHAEL

Raphael:"Havetheticketsreadyweare

goingtomorrowevening."

Daniel:"Areyousure?"'

Raphael:"JustdoasIsayDan,stop

questioningmyeverydecision.OfcourseI

am sure,wehaveaccomplishedwhatwe



cameherefor.Nowtimetoreturnback

home."

Daniel:"Alright!Iwillhaveeverythingready

fortonight."

Raphael:"Great!ThatsallIwouldliketo

hear.Dontleavenoroom forrecovery."

Daniel:"Yes,Ihavedoneeverythingyou

haveaskedfor."

Raphael:"TellIristosendMelindaroses,

andletherknowIwillbetakingherto

dinnertodaybeforeIreturntoLondon."



(IhungupandlookatInathipeacefully

sleeping.Iremember,thefortuneteller,I

metayearago.AtthattimeIlaughedather

facewhenshesaidIwillmeetawoman

whowillshakemyworldup,makeme

believeinabsurdthingslikelove.Ifshe

should'vetoldmethatpersonismy

brother'swife,atleastIwould'veavoided

herlikeplague.Sheistooinnocenttobe

paintedwithmydarkbrushmostly,shehas

sufferedenough,8yearsinahopeless

marriagetojumpintoanothersuffering

withme.

AllIcandonowisslipbackintothose

coversandstealasmuchofherinnocence

asIcan.Icrawlbackinbedandclimbon

topofher,spreadingherwide.Ilookback



athercuntanditsoverlappingclits.

Growingupweweretoldculturepractices

andstoriesamongstthem includingpulling

awoman'sclit,itwassaidtoenhancetheir

sexuality,Ialwaysthoughtitwasamyth

untilImether.Ismile,asIpositionmyself

ather,Icantgetenoughofher.Islipinto

hetdrippingcuntandlazilystroke.She

moansashesleepyeyesopen.Imove

closeandkissherslowly,savoringthetaste,

thesmellhopingIwillcarryitwithme

forever.)

Raphael:"MorningSugar."

(Shebitesherlowerliptostifleamoanand

Ichangetherhythm tappingintoherg-spot.

ThewantonJessicacomesoutasinnocent



Inathistepsback.Hernailsmakecontact

withmybackandherteethfindsmylower

lip,biting!Ihumpintoherasmyownclimax

buildup.)

Raphael:"promisemethatyouwillnever

forgetme.PromiseInathi."'

Inathi:"Ipromisetoneverforgetyou

RaphaelRaofeHudson."

(IsmileasIleanoverandkissher.)

Raphael:"Wehavecompanyanyminute

now,thatdoor,willopenandwearenot

stoppingforanyone.Iam gettingoffyou



afterwearebothsated.Am Iclear?"

(Shenodsherheadsametimeatthedoor

opens.Ipickherlegs,puttingthem onmy

shouldsandholdherhips.)

Tumelo:"(gobsmacked)What!Raofe,Inathi,

whatishappening?"

Pogiso:"Iknewit,Iknewthisbitchwas

busyfuckingthisbastard."'

Raphael:"Forgetthem,comeformesugar.

Im waitingforyou.Letitgomothowame."

(Shecloseshereyes,andmoansmyname



aspurorgasm splitthroughus.Making

firecrackersexplodearoundus.AfterIhave

calmeddownIcoverInathi,withmycock

stilldrippingfrom ourjuicesIwalknakedto

pickmybriefsjustatMbali'sfeet.)

Raphael:"Momentofregret,Mbalz,wishing

youcamefortheyoungerbrotherinsteadof

thefatbimbo."

(IpickupmyshirtwhichIhelpInathiinto.

Tumelotakesoffandhissecuritypersonnel

goafterhim.)

Raphael:"Putsomethingon,theyare

waitinginthelivingroom.Iwilldothe

talking.Youjustlisten."



(Shenodsherhead.)

******************

Inathi

Everythinghasfellinplacewithoutevenmy

inputwhichstillpuzzlesme.IfollowRaofe

tothelivingroom ishisbaggyshirtanda

pairofleggings.Heissocalm aboutthis

wholethingwhichscaresme.

Tumelo:"Ma!Howcouldtheydothis,under

myroof.Thisbetrayalhurtssomuch."

Pogiso:"Stopcryingandmanup.Divorce

Inathiitslongdue.Mbaliisheremarryher



andraiseyourchildrentogether."

Tumelo:"IwillbedamnedifIletRaofetake

mywife.IloveInathi.Iam notlettingher

go."

Raph:"Isn'tthatjustcute,butmanyouneed

toupyourgamewhenitcomestoshowing

heryourlove.Yourcurrentonesarewhack."

Tumelo:"Raofe,whatdidIeverdotoyou?I

havebeennothingbutsupportive.Howdo

yousleepwithmywife,mywifeRaofe?"

Raph:"Ohstopwhining?Gaomonnawa

nthagojelwa.Andliketheysaid,children



payfortheirsinoftheirparents.Iknewthat

togetyourmother,Ihadyogothroughher

mostlovedtreasure,youandthecompany

ofcourse."

Tumelo:"Iwasgoingtogiveyouyour

inheritance."

Raph:"Itwasneveraboutthestupid

inheritanceorthemoney.SitdownTumelo

beforeoonkgolegaandforyoursakeIhope

youarehavemedicalinsurance,(lookingat

Pogiso)youmightwanttositdownforthis."

(Helooksathiswristwatch.)



Raph:"Beforetheendoftheday,Policeare

goingtoknockonyourdoorlookingfor

Tumeloformoneylaunderingandfraud.

Thatsnotallyourcompanyisbankrupt,that

meansyoursharesaregoingtodrop,andit

willbebettertosellthecompanytome,

sinceyouarefamily,Iwillbuythem atafair

price.Yourshareholdershavealreadysold

theirsharestome,makingmemajor

shareholder."

Pogiso:"Youcantdothat,takethe

companyawayfrom you.Thisisafamily

legacy,yourfather'slegacy."

Raph:"Funnyhowyoufinallyacknowledge

thatheismyfatherwhenyoutoldmemy

wholelifeheisnotmyfather.Watchme,I



willdestroythatcompanyuntilthereisno

lifetoit,unlessyousellthosesharesto

me."

(HeglancesasMbali.)

Raph:"Sincethisisasecretsharing

moment,youshouldknowthat,Inathi&I

havebeenshaggingforoveramonth.And

sheisleavingyouwhetheryoufilefor

divorceornotbecauseyounolongerhave

anypoweroverher.Iclearedhermother's

debtsaswellaspaidhersister'stuition

fees.Butthatsnotthebigsecretthereis

evenamoresinistersecret,rightMbalzand

P-girl?"



(Hechuckles)

Pogiso:"Youhavedoneenoughdamagefor

oneday,don'tdothis,IbegyouRaofe.

LeaveTumelooutofthis,heisinnocent.

DealwithmeIam theoneyouwant."

Raph:"Howcute!Doyouwanttodothe

honorsorshouldI?ShouldItellTmanhow

hehasbeenraisinghiscousin'ssons

thinkingtheyarehis.(Clappinghishand

overhismouth)Oops!Meandmybig

mouth."

Tumelo:"Mamawhatishetalkingabout?"



Pogiso:"Icanexplain,Tumie."

Tumelo:"pleasedo."

Raph:"wellthethingis,Mbalihasbeenpaid

offtostaywithyou.Sheisinlovewithyour

cousinMartin.Heisthefatherofthe

children.Yourmom paidoffMbalitosay

thechildrenareyours.Youareinfertile,

barren!"'

Tumelo:"Youarelying.Thoseboysare

mine.Tellhim Mbali.Tellhim heislying."

Mbali:"Iam sorryT."'



Pogiso:"Ididitalltomakeyouaworthy

manTumelo.Childrenareprideofaman."

(HestandsupandwalktoMbali.)

Tumelo:"Howcouldyoud......(trailsoffas

heholdshischest.)Ouch,ouchouch."

(Hefallstotheground.Likeapackof

potatoesdroppedfrom amovingcar.)

Pogiso:"Tumie,Tumie,ohmyGodwhatI

donetomypoorboy."

(Iam inshocktoeveenmove.Allthe

activitieshappeningintheroom andIam



gluedinoneplace.Raphstopsinfrontof

meandsnapshisfingerbringingmeback

toearth.)

Raph:"Iknowyouintendedtousemeto

getTumelo,toleaveyou.Thiswasmygift

toyouInathi.Nowgoonfetchyourlife,

dontletanyoneeverdictatetoyouagain

howtoliveyourlife.Thankyouformaking

mystayherememorableIwillneverforget

youInathi.Behappyandenjoyyournewly

foundfreedom."

(Hekissesmycheekashewalksbackto

theroom hewasstayingin.Idontknow

howIam supposedtofee;devastated,

happy,sadorevencry.)



BINDED

Insert12

*****************

"Thegoaloflifeisdeath."--SigmundFreud

****************

Thewordsstillplayonmymindoverand

overagain.Itishardtobelieveit,denialis

theonlycrutchtoholdontothatgivesfalse

hope.Ikeephopingsomeonewillwakeme

upfrom thiswholenightmare.Iwantedmy

freedom butneverattheexpenseofhislife.

Ihavehisbloodallovermyhands.Pogiso

wasright,Iam amurdererIkilledhissonso

Icanonlyhavefreedom.Iclosemyeyesas

Irelievethemomentagain.

******Flashback*********



Tumelo:"Howcouldyoud......(trailsoffas

heholdshischest.)Ouch,ouchouch."

(Hefallstotheground.Likeapackof

potatoesdroppedfrom amovingcar.)

Pogiso:"Tumie,Tumie,ohmyGodwhatI

donetomypoorboy?"

(Iam inshocktoevenmove.Withallthe

activitieshappeningintheroom,Iam glued

inoneplace.Raphstopsinfrontofmeand

snapshisfingerbringingmebacktoearth.)

Raph:"Iknowyouintendedtousemeto

getTumelo,toleaveyou.Thiswasmygift



toyouInathi.Nowgoonfetchyourlife,

dontletanyoneeverdictatetoyouagain

howtoliveyourlife.Thankyouformaking

mystayherememorableIwillneverforget

youInathi.Behappyandenjoyyournewly

foundfreedom."

(Hekissesmycheekashewalksbackto

theroom hewasstayingin.Idontknow

howIam supposedtofeel;devastated,

happy,sadorevencry.)

Raphael:"Icalledtheparamedics,theyare

comingbutIwouldn'tholdmybreathifI

wasyou."

(Hesaysashewalksoutandshutsthe



doorbehindhim.Iwalktothearm chairand

sinkintoit,continuetostareintotheopen

space.Icanhear,Pogiso'semptycriesand

Mbalibegginghim towakeup.Ijumptomy

feetassoonastheparamedicsknockon

thedoor.Istandafew feetawayfrom

them astheygivehim acardiopulmonary

resuscitation.

Paramedic1:"Wehaveapulsebutweak.

Weneedtogethim tothehospitalnow."

(Iwatchastheyloadhim inthestretcher

andleaveinanambulancewithPogiso

inside.)

Mbali:"(grabbingherhandbag)Whatare



youstillwaitingfor?Letusgo."'

(IgrabmypurseandhousekeysasIrush

afterMbalitohercar.

Twohourslaterweareinthewaitingarea

atBokamosohospital,waitingforthe

doctorstocomeoutandgiveusanupdate

regardingTumelo.)

Pogiso:"Whatareyoustilldoinghere,

haven'tyoudoneenoughdamagealready?"

Inathi:"AsfarasIam concerned,Iam still

Tumelo'slegalwifeandIhaveeveryrightto

behere.MoreoverIam nottheonewholied



tothemanhiswholelife."

Pogiso:"Shutup,youknownothing."

Inathi:"Iam notgoingtoshutup.Ihave

enduredenoughfrom youforthepast8

yearsthatendsnow."

(Sheisabouttoreplymewhenthedoctor

clearshisthroatbehindus.Weallstand

andrushtowardshim')

Inathi:"Doctor!Howishe?Ishegoingtobe

okay?"

DrAce:"Morning,wewouldliketotalkto



TumeloModise'sfamily."

Inathi:"Wearehisimmediatefamily,Iam

hiswifeandthatshismother.Howismy

husbanddoingdoctor?"

DrAce:"Iam sosorryMrsModise,wedid

everythingwecouldbutwedidnotmanage

tosavehim.Yourhusbandhaspassed

awaywhilewewerestilloperatinghim."

(ForasecondIloselightness,Icanseethe

doctor'slipsmovingbutIcannothearwhat

heissaying.Mywholebodyhadgoneinto

shock.Pogisofallsdownandtheyallrush

toattendtoher.WhileIgrabmyhandbag

andwalkoutofthehospital.Reality



refusingtosinkin.Iwalkoutofthehospital

withoutevenlookingwhereIam goingand

almostgetrunoverbyacar.Luckilya

handsomemaninafirefighteroutfitplays

heroandsavesmefrom thealmosttragedy.

ThelastthingIrememberishishandsome

faceashekeepssaying

"Ma'am areyouokay?"

*************************

Firefighter:"Youareawake,yougaveme

suchafright."



(Iturnandheisstandingthereholding

flowersandabigballoonprinted"Getwell

soon".Heismrmachomuscleswearing

fadedbluejeans,whitesneakersandadark

bluetshirtthathugshisbicepsandwell-

builtchest.Coffeecolouredandwitha

nicelycutbeard.)

Inathi:"Iam sorryIshouldhavewatched

whereIwasgoing."

Firefighter:"Don'tbeatyourselfup,itsokay.

Thedoctorsayyouwereundergreatshock.

Iam ThabisangoryoucancallmeThabi."

(Hesaysasheextendshishands)



Inathi:"InathiorJessica."

(ishakehishandquitedisappointedthat

thereisnothatelectricmomentIalways

feelwhenIshakeRaphael'shand.)'

Inathi:"Thankyoufortheflowerstheyare

beautiful."'

Thabi:"Anythingforabeautifullady."

Inathi:"HowlonghaveIbeenhere?"

Thabi:"Twodaysnow,Ijustsignedyour

dischargepapers.Youarereadytogo

home."



Inathi:"Thankyou.Canyoupleasegiveme

someprivacytochange."

Thabi:"SureIwillwaitoutside."

(Ireachformyphonewithhopethatat

leastIwillfindmissedcallsfrom Raphael

ormymotherbutthereisnothing.Itakea

deepbreathandcallmymother.)

Gloria:"Hello!"

Inathi:"Ma!"

Gloria:"WhatdoyouwantInathi?,Haven't



youputthisfamilythroughsomuch?You

havedraggedourdignifiednamethrough

themud."

Inathi:"Ineedyou.CanIcomehome,

Tumeloisdead."

Gloria:"DidntyouhearanythingIjustsaid?

Orareyoudeaf?Youhaveembarrassedus

Inathiandwewantnothingtodowithyou.

Im sureyourfatheriseventurningonhis

grave.Youalwayswantedtobefreenow

enjoyyournewlyfoundfreedom andleave

usoutofit."

(Shehungsup.Istareatmyphone.I

wonderwheretofrom here,Pogisowould



neverallowmetosetfootinourhomeat

block7andmarriedoutofcommunityof

propertyandwithasignedprenupontop.

Thereisnothingleftformebuttobuild

from scratch.Intheadmidstofmyworries

myphonerings,itslikeshepredictedthatI

wasthinkingofher.)

Inathi:"Baby."

Bontle:"Ihavebeentryingtoreachyoufor

thepasttwodays.Pleasetellmeyouare

okay?"

Inathi:"WellIblackedout,justwokeup.

Homeless,withnofamily.Ireallywishyou

werehereB."



Bontle:"JustsaythewordandIwillbeon

thenextplanethere.Iwillbethereright

nexttoyou."

Inathi:"Noitsokay,youjustgotthere,focus

onyourjob.Iwillbeokay."

Bontle:"Hisdeathisalloverthenewsplus

hiscrimes.Themediaishavingafieldday

babe."

Inathi:"Iknow,Raphaelhadalreadywarned

us.Maybeheisbetteroffdead,hewould

haveneversurvived."



Bontle:"WellTumeloisoutofthepicture

now,itstimeforyoutopickupthepieces

andmoveon.ItalkedtoMa,sheiswilling

totakeyouinwhileyoufindyourfeet."

Inathi:"WhatdidIeverdotodeservea

friendlikeyou?"

Bontle:"Don'tworrywhenyouarethe

world'sbestviolinist,Iwillstartreapingall

thefriendshipbenefits."

Inathi:"Youbetter.IloveyouB."

Bontle:"Iloveyoumorebabygirl."



(Ihungupandprepareformyself.)

************************

Ilookatmybagsontheverandah,the

houseislockedwithnewlocks.Shehas

reallychasedmeoutbutthenagainwhat

didIexpect.Sheneverwantedmeinher

son'slife.AndIguessIam notgoingtobe

evenallowedtoattendhisburialorhavea

mourningperiodlikeoursetswanaculture

wouldsuggest.Itisembarrassingthat

Thabihastoseedirtylaundryairedto

everyone.Heinsistedonbringingmehere.

Thabi:"Needhelploadingthem inthecar?"

(Iturntolookathim asthetearsfall.)



Thabi:"Hey!Don'tcry."

(Hewalkstomeandhugsme,lettingme

soakhistshirtwithmywaterworks.)

Inathi:"Itsokay,Iwillseewhattodofrom

here."

Thabi:"Youareinsaneifyouthink,Iam

goingtoleaveyouhereallonyourown.God

knowswhatmighthappenthistimearound

ifyouwalkabsentmindedagain."

Inathi:"(smiling)YouknowIam nota

damselindistress."



Thabi:"Ineversaidyouwere.Wheretofrom

here?"

Inathi:"Molepolole."

Thabi:"Thenletusgo,wedon'twanttobe

chasingdusk."

(Isighandlethim helpmeloadthebagsin

hisGolf5.

By5pm Ibuzztheintercom andlether

knowIam outside.ThegateopensandI

findherstandingoutsidewaitingforme.I

getoutofthecarandwalkstraightintoher



arms.Mother'sloveIhavebeencravingall

mylife.InherarmsIletgo,Iweeplike

neverbefore.)

Rose:"Itsokaybabyletitout,cryitoutmy

love."

(ShekissesmeforeheadandIhugher

tightlywishingtoholdontothisfeeling

forever.)
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***************

"Asmuchasyoulovecertainfriendsand

familymembers,youshouldn'tkeepthem

aroundifitmeansharmingyourmental

health.Youshouldn'tkeepthem aroundif

youfeellikeyou'veoutgrowneachother"-

HollyRiordan

***************

Shedrawsbackthecurtainslettingthe

sunlightrayslightupthewholeroom.AsI

trytocoverupmyselfwiththecoversshe

pullsthem away.

Bontle:"Youarenotgoingtogetdrunkin

selfpity.Notonmywatch."



(MyeyessnapopenandIlookatherbefore

rubbingmyeyes.Ithinkmyeyesareplaying

tricksonmeorIam stilldreaming.)

Inathi:"Igottobedreaming."

Bontle:"Dream,don'tdream Idontcare,

whatIcareaboutisthatyouaregettingup

from thatbedandweareattending

Elephant'sfuneral."

Inathi:"Whendidyougethere?"

Bontle:"Lastnight,afterMatoldmeyou

havenotleftthisroom orbedforaweek



now."

Inathi:"Stopscoldingmejustcomeand

givemeahug."

(Iopenmyarmsandshejumpsintobed

andhugsme.IdidnotrealizeImissedher

thismuch.)

Inathi:"Whatareyoudoingbackhere?"

Bontle:"Wellyoucanttakeavillagegirlto

bigcitiesandexpecthertoflourish."

Inathi:"B,thiswasyourbigbreakwhatare

youtalkingabout?"



Bontle:"WelltobehonestIwaslonelythere,

myplaceishereinBotswanawithyouand

mom.Thebankthatrecruitedmeismoving

here,sotheyneededsomepeoplehereto

overseethingsforthenext5years.SoI

volunteeredtocomeback."

Inathi:"Tellmeyouarejoking,youdon't

evenhave2monthsthere,whywouldyou

choosetobeamongstthosesenthere."

Bontle:"Thepositioncomeswithbenefits

plusitsawin-win.Iam backhometomy

twofavouritepeople.Nowgetup,weneed

tobeinKanyesowearetherewhenhis

corpsearriveathome.Youdeservetobe



sittinginthatmattressnotMbali."

Inathi:"ItdoesnotmatterplusIam good

here.IwouldliketoputTumelo,Pogisoand

mymotherbehindme."

Bontle:"IknowyouNathi,youhavetosay

goodbyethatstheonlywayyouwilleverbe

abletomoveon,asforPogisoandyour

mother,lightningthatgoingtostrikethem

isstilldoingpushupsjustwaitandsee."

Inathi:"Idontwishthem bad.Godwilbless

them.YesIwanttosaygoodbyetoTumeli

butPogisowillneverallowme,shemade

thatveryclearinthetextmessageshesent

me.SoletsjustgiveTumeloadignified



burialandnotcauseanydramaathis

funeral."

Bontle:"Okay,ifyousaysobaby.How

aboutweifIdriveustherethenwewilljust

standatadistance,watchthem buryhim

andleavebeforetheyseeus."

Inathi:"Okaythatcouldwork."

Bontle:"Greatletmeconfirm our

reservationsattheB&Btheyoucantellme

aboutmuscleguymom saidbroughtyou

here."

Inathi:"Isthereanythingthatyouandyour



mom donttalkabout?"

Bontle:"No!Shetellsmeeverything.Getup

andmakethebedim comingbackwith

breakfast."

(Isitupandwatchherasshedashesoutof

theroom.)

***********************

Bontle

MyphoneringsandIwatchit.Knowingits

him,heispersistentanddoesnotgiveup.I

thoughtbyreturningbacktoBotswanahe

wouldtakethehintbutheisreallyignorant.



Iwatchitasitstartsringingagain.

Bontle:"DonovanIthoughtImadeitclear

thatIdontwishtoevertalktoyouagain."

Don:"DontbelikethisB,wecanmakethis

work."

Bontle:"ImadeitclearthatIwillnever

stooptothatlevel.Iwontbeyourmistress

justfocusonyourmarriageandleaveme

alone."

Don:"Areyousureaboutthat?Soyouthink

runningawaytoBotswanawillsaveyou



from theshameonceIreleasethephotos

andvideos."

Bontle:"Youarenotthatcruel,youwillnot

destroyyourfather'spoliticallifeandimage

justtospiteme."

Don:"Youthinkso?Clearlyyoudon'tknow

methatmuch.Icaneventhinkofthe

headlines,"Primeministercaughtinbed

withBotswana'smostpaidhooker,while

wifefightsforherlifeinahospital."

Bontle:"Don'tdothis,Ibegyou.Whyare

youdoingthis?Youarenotonlygoingto

destroyhisimagebutmyimage,noone

knowsIam ahooker,theyjustknowmeas



arespectedcharteredaccountant.Nowa

branchmanagertooneofthemost

respectedbanks."

Don:"ItssimpleyouknowwhatIwant,I

wantyoutoquitbeingahookerandbe

mineexclusively."

Bontle:"Donovan,youknowthat

impossibile.Igethiredforayead,Ialready

signedupcontractsthatarebinding,Idont

havemoneytocancelthem."

Don:"Moneyhasbeenanissue.Iwilltake

careofit,justagreetobemineand

everythingwilltakecareofitself."



Bontle:"Givemeadaytothinkaboutit."

Don:"AdaythatsallIam givingyouBontle

Moloi."

Bontle:"Okaynoproblem."

Don:"Iwillbelookingforwardtohearfrom

you."

(HehungsupandIputmyphonedown.

Andputmyhandovermyeyes.Iam

screwedthistimearound.HowdidIget

myselfinthisstickysituationinthefirst

place?MyphoneringsandIreachforit

answeringwithoutcheckingfirstwhoitis.)



Bontle:"Yousaid24hoursandtwominutes

havenotevenpassedyet.Canyouplease

givemebreathingspace?"

Daniel:"Hellotoyoutoo?Hookingupgone

badthistimearound?"

Bontle:"WhatdoyouwantTaniele?"

Daniel:"Iwilltakethatasayes.Toldyouto

quitthatnonsenseyouareworthmuch

more.AndRaphaelwilldropyourasslikea

hotpotatoifheeverfindsout."

Bontle:"Thatswhyyouarenevergoingto



tellhim.Iam sureyoudidnotcallmeto

scoldmeaboutmybusiness,whatdoyou

want?"

Daniel:"IhaveapackageforInathi,final

packagefrom Raphaelbutsheseemsto

havedisappearedfrom thefaceofearth

anyideaonwhereshemightbe."

Bontle:"Iwilltellyouononecondition."

Daniel:"Letshearit?"'

Bontle:"Iwantthecontactsofthehit

assassincompany."



(Heimmediatelyhungsup.Myburner

phonethenringsinmyhandbag.)

Daniel:"Areyouinsane?"

Bontle:"NoIam not,areyougoingtohelp

meorwhat?Iknowyouhavetheircontacts

becauseIheardyoutalkingaboutitto

Raphael."

Daniel:"Bontle,thisguysaredangerous.

Moredangerousthanthatfuckhole

threateningyou."

Bontle:"ThatswhyIneedthem,theywildo

thejobwithoutanysloppinessorcome



backs."

Daniel:"Ihopeyouknowwhatyouaredoing,

thesearetherules,yousend"HIT"tothis

number7692***1,dontworryaboutfinding

them,theywillfindyouassoonwhenthe

rightopportunitypresentitself."

Bontle:"Thatsit."

Daniel:"Thatshowpowerfultheyare.And

makesureyouhavealltheinformation

readywhentheucomeforyou."

Bontle:"Okay,Inathiisstayingwithus.In

mymother'shouse."



Daniel:"Whenareyougoingtotellheryou

workforRaphael?"

Bontle:"IworkforHudsonBank,not

necessarilyRaphael.Itstoosoon,whenthe

righttimecomes."

Daniel:"Andthatyouareahighprofile

prostitute?"

Bontle:"ItoldyouIam notaprostitute,Iam

aprofessionalescort.AndnoIam never

goingtoletherknow."

Daniel:"Why?Becauseofthesinfulnature



ofyourjob."

Bontle:"Youseem tobeundergreatillusion

thatsomehowIam ashamedofmysidejob

butIanitbecauseattheendofthedayit

paysthebills.Iwonttellherbecauseatthe

endwearebindedbythesecretswekeep."

(Ihungupsotemptedtolightupmy

cigaretteandjusthaveapuffbutIcan't

becauseitsoneofthethingsthatwillcause

mymother'sheartattackifsheeverfinds

out.)

**********************

Inathi



WithmyglassesonleaningagainstBontle's

carIwatchasthecasketdescendsintothe

ground.InmyleftBontleisholdingmyband,

onmyrightThabisanghashishandover

myshouldersqueezinglightly.

From whereIam standingIcancertainly

seePogisocryingandMbalinexttoher

wearingallblackwithahugehat,and

glasses.Thatplacetherewasalwayshers,

sheearneditwithoutevenhavingtolifta

finger.Sheearneditevenifitwasreserved

forher,Iwasjustthefacebehindofitwhile

shewasalwaysthewifebehindthescenes

playingherrolesonicelywiththehelpof

matswale.

Icanthelpbutwonder,ifTumelowasstill



alivewouldhehaveforgiventhem,forallthe

secretsandlies.WouldIhavefoundthe

couragetowalkaway?TruthbetoldIfellin

lovewithhim,maybeitwasbecauseofthe

lovethatIstayedinthetoxicityandwasa

prisonerforsolong.

Withthenownewlyfoundfreedom Idon't

evenknowhowtobehave,howtostart

buildingmyselfupbecauseitsjustfreedom

butithasnothingtoitbuthungerand

struggle.Inowhavetostrugglemywayup.

ButIbelieveIwilmakeit.IfIsurvivedhell

dayswithpregnantTumiIcansurvivejust

finewithouthim.RestinpeaceTumelo

Modise,mayyournextlifebringyou

nothingbutpeaceandfulfilment.



Inathi:"WecangoIam done."

(WeturntogetinthecarwhenLedimothe

familyattorneystopsme.)

Ledimo:"Ihavebeenlookingforyou

franticallyforthepastfewdays."

Inathi:"Youfoundmenow,whatisit?"

Ledimo:"Wearereadingthewilltoday,and

wouldlikeyoutobepresent."

Inathi:"Why?"



Ledimo:"Youareoneofthebeneficiaries

soyououghttobethere."

(Istareathim puzzled.)
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********************

"Noteveryonegetsthesameversionofme.

OnepersonmighttellyouI'm anamazing

soul.AnotherpersonwilltellsayI'm acold-

heartedasshole.Believethem both,Iact

accordingly."-Unknown

********************

Inheritance,thereasonwhypeoplefightso

hard.Reasonwhyfamiliesdivideevenkill

eachother.Somebelieveitscursed

becauseallthebeneficiariesneverusethe

moneyforsomethinguseful,theyjustblow

itupeitherondrugsoralcohol,orwith

lavishlifestyles.Itsalsosadhowthemoney

isblewupfastwhenthelatesacrificedand



struggledsomuchtomakethatmoneyin

thefirstplace.HereIfindmyselfinanother

battle,abattleforinheritance.Sometimes

wedon'tevenchooseourbattlesthey

ratherchooseus.

Pogiso:"Whatthehellisshedoinghere?

Thisisforfamily."

Ledimo:"Withallduerespectthewill

cannotbereadinherabsence.Shehasto

behere."

Pogiso:"Iwilldedamnedifshegets

nothingafterkillingmyson."



Bontle:"Thatsverystrongallegationstobe

utteringwithoutanyevidence,unlessyou

wishtostandincourtoflaw."

Pogiso:"Shutup!Youthinkyoucancomein

myhomeandscareme?Whatareyoueven

doinghere?AreyouInathi?Issheyou?"

Ledimo:"Enough,InathiaskedBontletobe

hereforherbestinterest.Nowcanweget

downtobusinessandstopdelayingwith

pettinessandunnecessarydrama."

Pogiso:"Letsgetthisdonewithjustbeing

here,breathingsameairashermakesme

wanttopuke."



Ledimo:"ThisisthelasttestamentforMr

TumeloModise.Dearfamilyifyouare

readingthis,itmeansIhavepassedon,this

ismylastwishestoyouwhichIhopeyou

willhonorandrespect.Mbali,youhave

beennothingbutfaithfulandagreat

mothertoourchildren,itissuchapitythatI

nevermadeyouaworthywomanasI

shouldhave,Ileaveyouthecurrenthouse

youliveinalongwiththecar.Tomymother,

Ithankyouforyourloveandsupportover

theyears,youhavemademethemanIam

today,whichiswhyIhavedecidedtoleave

thefamilylodgealongwithitssmall

franchisesalltoyou.Tomyestranged

brotherRaphael,weneverhadthe

opportunitytogettoknoweachotherbutI

thankGodthatweneverletourparents

mistakesseparateuswhichiswhyIfeel



honouredtofinallyreturnthe50%ofthe

companythatfatherleftforyou,backto

you,hopingandtrustingthecompanywill

neverruntothegroundwithyou

spearheadingit.Tomytwoboys,Ileave

youatrustfund,worth2milliontotakecare

ofyoureducationandlivesduringmy

absencegoingforth.Ileaveyoubothin

Inathi'scare,sheisacapablemotherthan

Mbali,alongwiththetrustfund,sheisthe

onlyoneItrusttoexcuteitaccordinglytill

youareoldenough.Nowtomywife,Inathi,I

knownevershowedyouappreciationand

gratitudewhileIwasaliveandIwasan

asshole,butIwouldhavebeennothing

withoutyouInathi.Yourpatienceandlove

hascarriedmethroughtheyears.Iam a

manbecauseofyou.Whichisonlysensible

thatIleavethe50%ofthecompanytoyou,



andallmyremainingestateincludingthe

housesinBlock7andMmokolodi,thecars

andthemoneyinouraccounts.Iknowit

doesnotevenbegintopayfortheyearsof

hardshipyouhadtoendurebutIhopeitsa

kickstartforsomething.Theend."

Pogiso:"Never,overmydeadbody,sheis

notgettinganything."

Ledimo:"Pleasegivemeachanceto

finish."

Pogiso:"Thatwillisfake.Iknowmyson,I

knowTumelohewouldneverleave

anythingtoherespeciallynotthecompany

thathisfatherbuilt."



Ledimo:"Asweareawareofthe

predicamentssurroundingTumelo'sdeath.

Someofhisestatehastobesoldinorder

topayoffhisdeptsthisincludethefamily

lodgeanditsfranchises,thehouseMbaliis

occupying,thehousesinBlock7and

Mmokolodialsowehavetoclearouthis

accounts.HisbrotherRaphaelhasagreed

tohelptherecoverthecompanyandkeepit

going."

Pogiso:"Youmustbecrazywheredoesthat

leaveme?"

Ledimo:"Basicallywithnothing,youdon't

havesharesinthecompanysothereis



nothingbindingyoutothecompany

anymore."

Pogiso:"IfyouthinkIam goingtositbyand

watchthesetwotakemycompanythenyou

clearlydontknowme."

Inathi:"Pleaseputmysharesupforsale

anddonatethemoneytoanorphanage.As

forthetrustfund,IleaveittoyouLedimoto

excuteitfairlyandwellforthebenefitof

thosechildreneventhoughtheyarenothis.

Theyarejustinnocentsoulswhoshouldnot

bepunishedinallthis.Ibelievekarmadoes

existafterall.Thankyou."

(IstandtowalkawaybutPogisoisquick,



shegrabsmywigandthrowsitatBontle

beforelaunchingherselftowardsmewith

fists.)

Pogiso:"Iwillkillyoubeforeyouevengeta

centifmyson'smoney.Goitsholelwabana

youbarrenwitch."

(Shesaysasshepunchesmeintheface.

Bontlejumpsintohelpme,andMbalijoins

thecatfight.Bythetimetheypullusapart,

mystockingsandblousearetorn,myheels

brokenandIam holdingmywiglimpingto

thecarwithBontlebehindme.Inamore

badstatethanme.Wegetinthecarand

Thabidrivesoff.AsIlookatBontle,she

alsolooksatmeweburstoutlaughing.)



Bontle:"Thatwasjustcrazy."

Inathi:"Istillcan'tbelievesheattackedme.

IsPogisoreallylosingit?"

Bontle:"Wellsheisabouttobeabegger,

povertystrickenwhatdidyouexpect?I

didn'tthinkyouwillsellthesharesthough

anddonatethemoney."

Inathi:"Youtoldmetofetchmylifeforas

longasIhaveattachmenttothatfamilyI

willneverhavepeace,Pogisowouldhave

comeformewitheverythingshehad.PlusI

dontwantanyhandoutsespeciallynotfrom

Tumelo."



Bontle:"Okay,sowhatnow?"

Inathi:"Finishmyviolinclasses.Iam not

perfectbutIam sureIcanteachafew

childrenhowtoplayviolin.Applyfora

grantandturnmyideaintosomething

biggeroverthenextcomingyears."

Bontle:"Youhavethisfiguredoutalready."

Inathi:"Iwasjustnotsleepinglastweekbut

Iwasalsothinkingabouthowtogetmylife

ontrack."

Bontle:"YouarefinallygrowingNathi,Iam



soproudofyou."

Inathi:"Holditfirst,letswaituntilIgetthis

runningthenyoucangoonandbeproud."

Bontle:"Okaymma."

(IlookatherandsmileasIputmyheadon

hershoulder.IfindThabistarringatme

throughtherearmirror.HewinksandIgive

him aweaksmile.)

*********************

Bontle

Ipackthecarattheusualspotandand



standbyittolockitbeforegoingtocheck

ontheconstructioncompany.BeforeIcan

evenmove,someonecoversmewithcloth

overmynoseandmouthknockingmeoff.

WhenIopenmyeyesIam inahuge

boardroom withpowerfulheadlightsthat

arestrainingmyeyesight.Icarefullylook

aroundtheroom wonderingwhereIam and

IrememberDaniel'swords,"youdon'tfind

them theyfindyou."

Iguessthisisit.Iam heretoassignthem

tothejobthatIwanttobedoneswiftly.

Acolouredladyinablacktightleather

jumpsuitandamanwinafittedblacksuit



walkinandsitrightacrossme.

Vanessa:"(Strechingherhand)Wearethe

Thompsons,yourequestedourservices."

Bontle:"YesIam B....."

Lefa:"Rulenumber1,wedonotneed

namesofourclients.Wealreadyhave

enoughinformationweneedonyou.Just

shootstraighttowhatyouneed."

Bontle:"Orderahit,Londontobeprecise,

onDonovanFrankston.(Islideaphoto

towardsthem)."



Vanessa:"Theprimeminister'sson?

Bontle:"Theoneandonly.Makeitlooklike

apoliticalhitandfindphotosandvideosof

meandhisfather."

Vanessa:"Isheblackmailingyou?"

Bontle:"Yes,Iunderstandyouguysonly

dealwithbadguys.Theguyiswillingto

destroyevenhisfather'scareerjusttoget

me."

Lefa:"Hehascertaincasesthatareswept

undertherackforrape.Guessitsourlucky

day."



(Shewritesafigureonthepaperandslides

ittome.)

Vanessa:"thatsthechargeforour

services."

(IalmostpopmyeyesoutasIlookatthe

figure.Iclosemyeyesandnodmyhead.)

Bontle:"Okay,Iwillpayout."

Vanessa:"Depositfirstandtherestafter

thejobisdone."

Bontle:"Okay."



Vanessa:"Sure,wewillcommunicatethe

informationforthedropoff."

Bontle:"CantIjustdepositintoan

account?"

Vanessa:"Rulenumber2,weonlytakehard

cash."'

Bontle:"Ohhokay."

Vanessa:"Failuretopayitsregardedaswar

withus.Wecomeforyouwitheverything

wegotandlookingatinformationgathered

youjustasmallfishtryingtoswim with



sharks.Thatconcludesourbusiness."'

(TheystandupandleavemefeelinglikeI

justsignedadealwiththedevilhimself.)'



BINDED

Insert15

****************

"Iwillneverbethatfriendwhoringsyou

everydaybutIwillalwaysbethatfriendyou

canrelyonwhenyourworldcollapses."

****************

IstandinfrontofthemirrorasItryonmy

topbutitsalittletightonmethistime

around.IhaveaclasstoattendinGaborone

fortheeveningsoIwillbespendingthe

nightatBontle'shouse.

IglanceatthemirrorwonderingifIhave

gainedsomeweightorwhat?Thereisa

lightknockonthedoorandBontlecomesin.



Bontle:"Isitmyeyesoryouaregaining

somefatsnyanangwanawakogae?"

Inathi:"Iwasabouttoaskyouthesame

question.Thetopisalittlebittight

especiallyovertheboobies"

Bontle:"InathiJessicaModise."

Inathi:"WhatisitnowBontlenyaneMoloi?"

Bontle:"Pleasedon'ttellmeit'snotwhatI

am thinking."

Inathi:"Howam Isupposedtoknowwhat



youarethinking?"

Bontle:"WellwefiguredthatTumelowas

thesterileone,nowtellmedidyouand

Rapheveruseprotection?"

Inathi:"Notreally,wedidnot.Weonly

showedeachothermedicalrecordsthen

hammereditwithoutcover."

Bontle:"Sothereisapossibilitythatyou

mightbecarryingalittleRaphaelorInathi?"

(Ilookathergobsmacked!Sheshrugsher

shouldersandsmilesatme.)



Bontle:"(excitedly)Ifyouare,Iam goingto

spoilthatchildrotten.Kanaheorshewill

practicallybemine."

Inathi:"B!Holdyourhorsesplease.Iam

sureIam notpregnant.Iam gaining

becauseIam happy."

Bontle:"Keeptellingyourself,ifitmakes

yousleepbetteratnight."

Inathi:"(panicking)Icantbepregnant,a

babywasneverpartoftheplan.Idonteven

haveRaphael'scontactsandhewillnever

acceptthischildespeciallynotafterhe

learntIplannedonusinghim togetoutof

mymarriage."



Bontle:"Whoa!Baberelax,wearegoingto

figureitout.Wealwaysdo.Butfirstwejust

needtoconfirm oursuspicions."

Inathi:"Iam notreadyB!Iam notreadyto

know,Iam notreadytobeamother.Ijust

gotmylifeback."

Bontle:"Whatareyoutalkingabout,you

alwaysbeenamother,toTumishoand

Katleho.Iknowwithoutdoubtthatyouwill

makeagreatmother.Eventhatpigknew

thatyouarebestwhenitcomesto

parenting.Stopworrying,Iam here."

(Itakeadeepbreathandlookatmyflat



tummyrefusingtobelievethatIcouldbe

carryinganotherlifeinsideme.)

Rose:"Lookslikethegentlemenaroundgot

themessagethatyouaresingleagain.This

justcameforyouInathi."

(Iraisemyheadandlookather.sheis

holdingabouquetofmyfavoriteflowers

Peonies,andagiftbag.)

Bontle:"theyaresolovely.Thepersonwho

sentthem reallyknowsyou."

(Itaketheflowersandplacethem onthe

bedandopenthegiftbag.Pouringthe



contentsonthebed.ThereisawhiteA4

envelopeandtwoboxes.

Itaketheenvelopandopenit.Insidethere

isaletterandotherdocumentsthatIdon't

paymuchattentionto.Irecognizethe

handwriting,andmyheartbeatssofastasI

startreadingit.

"DearLOML(astoday'syouthcallsit)

Hi!Ihopeandpraythatyouareokaysugar.

MostlyIhopeyouhavefoundhappiness

andjoy.

IpreparedthisbeforeIevenstarted



screwingyou.BeforeIevengotintoxicated

andaddictedtoyoursweetcunt.BeforeI

knewthatthisthingloveisrealandits

somethingIcanexperience.Itssocoward

ofmetoevenconfessthroughaletterbut

maybeitsforthebest,Iwantedyouto

knowthatIfellhardforyouInathiModise.I

loveyou!Therearemanythingsyoucan

doubtwhenitcomestomebutIhopemy

loveforyouissomethingyouneverever

havetodoubt.Butawisewomantaughtme

thatifyoulovesomeoneasmuchasIlove

you.Yousetthem free,youprotectthem by

allmeansfrom harm anddarknessthatrule

inourworld.Truthbetoldwecomefrom

differentworlds.AndIam afraidthatmy

worldistoodarkforyourlightand

innocence.



IlearntthatTumeloleftsomethingforyou

inhiswillandIwaspreparedtoleaveyou

withnotjingbutsomethingtoldmethatyou

willnotwantanythingtodowithhim.

Thereforeitwouldbecruelofmetojust

leaveyouwithnothingyetclaim toloveand

haveyourbestinterestatheart.Iknowyou

arenotachritycaseandIam nottryingto

makeyouone.Thisisjustagestureofa

manensuringthatthewomanhelovesis

welltakencareofinhisabsence.

IhavepurchasedahomeforyouinBlock

10,acarforyoutodoallyourerrandsand

setupabankaccountwithmoneytohelp

youasyoufindyourfeet.Pleaseacceptall

thisandstartyourlife.



Youcanfinallyforgetaboutme.Iwishyou

allthebestinyourfuture.

P.SIhadguysspyingonyoueversinceI

left.Ihavepulledthem offnow.Youarea

freewomannowmySugar.

Love

R.Hudson"

Bontle:"Hedidnot."

(Sheopenstheboxandtherearehouse

keys,andcarkeys.Intheenvelopethereis

atitledeed,bluebookforthecaranda

blackcardwithmynames.)



Bontle:"HeboughtyouthelatestRange

RoverEvoque.Ohhh!InathilookatGod,he

issofaithful."

Inathi:"Icantacceptthis,it'stoomuch."'

Bontle:"Youareacceptingallthis,forallwe

knowyoumightnotevenbethinkingfor

onepersonanymorebuttwopeople.You

aregoingtoneedallthis."

(Ilookather.)

Bontle:"What!Icantwaittotakethecarfor

alittlespin."



(Ilookatherandrollmyeyes.Sheisso

extra.SometimesIwishIwasascarefree

asherandthatmylifedidnothave

challengeslikehers.)

*******************

Bontle

Iwalkawayfrom mymotherandInathisoI

cantaketheincomingcall.Averyirritating

phonecallfrom anannoyingpestthatI

cannotwaittogetridoffforever.

Donovan:"Finallyyouanswer,Iwasstarting



tothinkyouwantedmetoairtotheworld

yoursextapeswithmyfather."

Bontle:"HellotoyoutooDonovan."

Donovan:"Howismyfavoritesweethooker

doing?"

Bontle:"Iam tellingyouforthelasttime.I

am notahooker."

Donovan:"Ohh!HowIlikeitwhenyoulose

yourlittletemper."

Bontle:"Youareannoying,doyouknow

that?"



Donovan:"Youdidn'tfindmeannoying,

whenIhadyouwithmyfather."

Bontle:"Cutitoff."

Donovan:"Readytogetdowntobusiness

sweetheart"

Bontle:"Ihavegivenitathought."

Donovan:"Goon,Iam listening."

Bontle:"Iwilldoasyouwant."



Donovan:"Iknewyouareaclevergirwho

listensandmakesrationaldecisions."

Bontle:"Ineedmoney,topayoffthe

contractsIalreadymade."

Donovan:"howmuch?Itoldyoumoneyis

notanissue."

Bontle:"Halfamill,beforetheendofthis

week."

Donovan:"Sh!t!thatmuch."

Bontle:"Im dontcomecheap."



Donovan:"Iwillhaveitwiredintoyour

SwissAccount,tomorrow.ThenIwantyou

togetyourprettyasshere."

Bontle:"Alright,givemeaweektowrap

thingsupthisside."

Donovan:"AweekandthatsallIam giving.I

willnottakeshitB,especiallynotwhenIam

payingthismuch."

Bontle:"Whataboutthesextapesareyou

goingtodestroythem?"

Donovan:"Thosetapesaretheonly

leverageIhaveoveryou.Soyoucanforget



aboutmeeverdestroyingthem.Seeyou

soonsweetheart."

(Hehungsup.Ipullacigarettefrom my

innerpocketandlightitup.Itakeapuffand

blowitoutslowly.)

Bontle:"Meetyouinhellmother**cker."

(Ithrowthecigaretteontheground,stepon

itandpopagum inmymouthasIhead

backtothehouse.).



BINDED

Insert16

*********************

"Youwearamaskandyourfacegrowsto

fitit."-GeorgeOrwell

*********************

3Monthslater

Bontle:"PleaseDaniel,Ipromisetopayyou

backassoonaspossible.Thosepeople

havegivenmejusttwodaystohavetheir

moneyortheyarecomingforme."

Daniel:"IwarnedyouBontle,Itoldyou

thesearenotthetypeofpeopleyouwantto

messwith.YoukilledDonovanbutnowyou



evenhaveadeadlyfamilybreathingdown

yourneck."

Bontle:"Ipaidthem withthemoneyIgot

from DonovanbutIneedtoclearthe

remainingdept.Pleasehelpmeout."

Daniel:"Isthishowyouwanttolivetherest

ofyourlifeB,beingblackmailedand

threatened.Idontunderstandwhyyou

choosingthislife,webothknowyouare

gettingenoughmoneyjustfrom your

career."

Bontle:"Itwasneveraboutmoney,ithas

neverbeenaboutthemoney.Itjustfeels

thevoidIfeelinside.YouknowwhatDan,



youwillneverunderstand."

Daniel:"thenmakemeunderstand,make

meunderstandwhyabeautifulwomanlike

youwouldchoosethislifestyle."

Bontle:"Oneday,IwilltellyouDan.Nowis

notthetime."

Daniel:"Doesithavetodowithyourfather,

thedivorceandtheupbringing?"

Bontle:"IsaidnottodayDan,pleaseletit

go."

Daniel:"Iwanttohelpyou.Iwishyoucould



letmehelpyouB.Noteverymanisyour

fatherorgoingtoturnoutlikeyourfather."

Bontle:"Youknownothingaboutmyfamily

ormyfatherjustfu*koff.Itsnonofyour

concern."

Daniel:"ButIdoknowenough,Iknowhe

waswomanbeaterwholandedyourmother

milliontimesinahospital.Whosoldherto

othermensohecouldgetanotherfixof

heroine.Iknowhelaterdivorcedherleaving

youbothwithnothing.Thatbrokeher,drove

hercrazytoapointwhereshewas

admittedinapsychiatrichospital."

Bontle:"JustshutupDaniel,stoputtering



nonsense."

Daniel:"Youwillendupjustlikehim ifyou

continuethispath.Iknowyouthinkyou

haveitundercontrolbutyoudont.Iwish

youwillfaceyourdemonsanddealwith

them.Iwillwireyouthemoney,dontpay

mebacknotifitmeansyouhavetosell

yourbodyandsouljusttopaymeback."

(HehungsupandItakeadeepbreathand

lookaroundme.Thehousefeelslikeits

closinguponme.Iwalktothegardenwith

mybottleofwhiskyandsitdownandlight

upmycigaretteasIclosemyeyestryingto

blockoutthememories.Withshaking

handsItakeapuffandblowoutslow,It

feelslikehejustopenedacanofworms.I



lookatthewhiskybottleandbringittomy

mouthasItakeasip.

DayafterdayIfeellikemaskisfallingoff

andsoonpeoplewillreliasetherealBontle

whohidesbehindthebubblyandtalkative

personality.Bontlewhothinksshehasitall

figuredout.Bontlewhoeveryonerelieson

whileshelaysawakeeverynighttormented

bythingsshecanneverpossiblychange.

Istandupandwalkinsidethehouse

changeintoanicedressandgrabmymask.

IneedtomakeastopsomewherebeforeI

headTheDlaminiClub,whereIam meeting

aclient.



Iparkattheusualspot,Iknowhisschedule,

IknoweveryWednesdayeveninghebrings

hisfamilytothisparkforapicnic.Iwatch

asthelittlegirlkisseshisalmostwrinkled

facewhilethesonwholookstobearound

13years,throwstheballandthedogruns

tocatchit.Hiswife,hisyoungerwifehas

herheadonhischest,readingabookfor

him whilehefeedsherslicedfruits.Iwipe

awaythetearsandcallmymother.)

Rose:"Babygirl"

Bontle:"Ma!"

Rose:"Areyouokay,haveyoubeencrying?"



Bontle:"Iam okay,IthinkIam coming

downwithfluorsomething.Ma!Iwas

wondering."

Rose:"Goon,Iam listening."'

Bontle:"Doyouthinkheeverthinksabout

us,thedaughterheleftbehindwhenshe

wasonly9yearsold.Doyouthinkheever

thinksaboutme,howIam doing?HowI

turnedouttobe?"

Rose:"OhBontlenyanewame,Ithoughtwe

arepastthis,ifJohneverwantedyouhe

wouldhavecomebackforyou.Thatman

hasbeenabsentfrom yourlifefor19years

now.Andthe9yearsthathewaspartof



yourlifeitsnotlikeheeverplayedtherole

offather.Pleasemygirldon'tdothisto

yourself.Iam beggingyou."

Bontle:"Doyouthinkheturnedhislife

around?evenstillalive?Doyouthinkmylife

wouldhaveturnedoutdifferentifhewas

partofit,playedtheroleofthefather?"

Rose:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?Yourlife

turnedoutsowellyouareasuccessful

youngblackwomanwhoturnedoutwell

despiteherupbringing.Don'tletJohnsteal

yourjoy.Itdoesnotmatterifheisstillalive

ornot.Heispartofourpastandthats

whereheshouldremain."



Bontle:"Okay,Iam sorryifIbroughtyouany

grievancesIjustfoundmyselfthinking

abouthim today."

Rose:"ItsokayB,dontworryyourself.Iam

proudofyouandthewomanyouhave

become.Iloveyoubaby."

Bontle:"ThankyouMa!Iloveyoutoo."

(Ihungupandwipemytearsaway.Youare

biggerthanalltheseB,Igivemyselfapep

talkasIstartmycar.Ohma!Ifyouonly

knewhowheturnedhislifearoundafter

screwingus.Icastalookatthesperm

donoragainbeforedrivingaway.IfIhad

moneyIwouldhireTheThompsonsagain



towipeouthiswholefamilyjustforcontrol.)

**********************

POGISO'sHOME

Mbalilooksatthechildrenandtheirbags

wonderingwhattodo.Comingherewasher

lastresortsheneverthoughtPogisoofall

peoplewillbangthedooronherfaceand

tellhersheshouldnevereveragainsetfoot

inheryard.Whatsuprisedhermostwas

howquickshechanged.

Pogiso:"(openingthedoor)Onelastthing

Mbali."



Mbali:"whatisit?"

Pogiso:"Iam contestingTumelo'swillin

court,theyarenothischildrentherefore

theyshouldnotinheritanythingfrom him.If

anythingthattrustfundshouldcometome

hismother."

Mbali:"Youcan'tbeserious.Whyareyou

doingthis?"

Pogiso:"Youwereofusetome,when

Tumelowasalivenowthatheisnomore,

youareoffnousetomeanymore."

(Shebangsthedoor.Mbalilooksather



boysasshepicksup,herphoneandtries

Martin'sphoneoncemore.Sheopensher

purseandthereisonlyP50inside.Thelast

moneyshehadsheusedittopayfortheir

accommodation.)

Tumisho:"Mama,whenarewegoingback

MommyInathi?"

Mbali:"HowmanytimesshouldItellyou

that,Inathiisnotyourmotherandshedoes

notwantyouanymore."

Katleho:"Butwearehungry,Mommy

alwaysfeeduswhenwearehungry."



Mbali:"Heredrinksomewater.Icannot

thinkstraightwithyourwhinning."

(ShepicksthephoneandtriedMartin's

phoneagain.Whenthephonesdoesnotget

through,shepicksupthebagsandpulls

them tothemainroad.)

Mbali:"TumishoholdKatli'shandand

followme.Befastitsgettinglate."

(Thetwoboysholdeachother'shandand

followtheirmother.BytheroadMbalistops

ataxiandloadsthebagsinthecarboot.

Givingthetaximandirections.Shelooksat

hertwoinnocentchildrenandblinksback

thetears.Notbelievinghowfastlifecan



turnaroundfrom havingeverythingto

havingnothing.

WhentheygettoMartin'shouse,sheis

suprisedtofindavacanthouse.Putting

handsoverherheadsheletsthetearsfall.)

Mbali:"Heavenlyfather!IknowIhavedone

evilthingsinthepastbutpleasedon't

punishmychildrenlikethis,theyarejust

tooinnocent."

Tumisho:"Mama,Iam scared."

Mbali:"DontbescaredTumi,Iam here.

Comeon,holdKatli'shand."



(Shesaysasshepullsthebagsoncemore

tothemainroad.Katleho'sstomachcan't

stomachgrowling.Inthedarkofthenighta

motherandherchildrenareseenwalkingto

thenextstop.ShekeepstryingLedimoand

Martin'snumberbutnoneofthem aregoing

through.Onceshegetsatthestopsheputs

herbagsdownandtakesKatlehoinher

handswhoisalreadyfeelingsleepy.)

Tumisho:"Mama,Imissdaddy."

Mbali:"(kissinghishead)Iknowbaby,I

misshim too.Imisshim alotespecially

now."



(Shewipesawayhertears,andlookaround

thewaitingroom wonderingifthisiswhere

theyaregoingtospendthenight.Whilestill

inherdistress,threemenwalktowards

them from thesmallbushbehindthem.

Man1:"Whatdowehavehere?Mamabear

andthebears."

(shestandsupandputKatlehodown.

Tumishoholdshislittebrother'shandand

slowlyretievesbehindhismother.)

Mbali:"Pleasedonthurtus,wehaveno

moreyoofferbuthereisaphoneandour

luggage.Takewhateveryouwantandletus

go."



(Thetallonelooksatherandsmiles

exposinghisyellowishteeth.)

Man3:"howprettyMamaBearprotecting

herbears."

Mbali:"PleaseIam beggingyou."

(Theyslowlyapproachherbutbeforethey

canreachheramerroonrangeroverpulls

overandamuscularmanwithabatand

pepperspraygetsout.)



BINDED

Insert17

*****************

Happinessisthefirstpregnancyultrasound

*****************

DrDlamini:"ThereisyourSparkles."

Inathi:"(emotional)Where?"

DrDlamini:"(pointingout)here,hereisyour

baby."

(IletthetearsfallasIstareasthescreen.

ThisisoneofthemomentsIhavelong

cravedfor,momentsIneverthoughtIcould

experienceinthislifetime.Happinessfeels



meupasIlookatthelittlebutton,my

sparkle.Ihavealifelivinginsideme.)

DrDlamini:"Allseemstobewellwiththe

baby.Wouldyoulikeaprintout?"

Inathi:"Yes,Iwouldlikeaprintout.Thank

youDoctor."

DrDlamini:"Welcome.Iwillgiveyousome

privacytodressupthenwecandoother

routinestests."

Inathi:"Alright!Thankyou."'

DrDlamini:"Youarewelcome."



(Shewalksout.)

LaterIam sittingbythebenchesoutside

waitingforThabitocomeandpickmeup.I

can'thelpbutkeepstaringatthephoto.I

am superexcitedaboutthiswholejourney.I

knowIshouldhavetoldRaphaelbutheis

betterofnotknowingafterallhesaidhis

worldistoodarkforme,ifitisdarkforme

thenitsnoplacetoraiseachild.Another

pregnantladysitsnexttome,shetakesoff

herglassesandstretchherlegs.Ireachfor

myhandbagandputthephotoinside.)

Her:"Hello!"



Inathi:"Hi!"

Her:"firstpregnancy?"

Inathi:"Huh?"

Her:"Youhaveallthisbooksand

magazinesonpregnancy,soitreminded

meofmyfirstpregnancy."

(Pointingtomyshoppingbag.)

Inathi:"Ohh!Yeah!Myfirsttime.Itsso

nervewreckingthough."



Her:"Don'tworry,youbecomeaproonce

youholdthebaby."

Inathi:"Ihopeso.(Extendingmyhand)Iam

InathiModise."

Landa:"YolandaMoalosibutyoucancall

meLanda."

(Sheshakesmyhandandsmiles.)

Inathi:"Maybeyoushouldsharetipswith

mesinceitsnotyourfirsttimeatthis."

Landa:"Thisismysecondtime.Myfirst

bornis8years.ButIwillbehappytoshare



eventhoughIdoubtitwillbehelpful,itisa

differentexperienceforeverywoman."

Inathi:"SoIhaveheard."

Landa:"Youshouldjointheantenatal

classes,theyarefunandwillhelpyouand

partnerprepareyouforlabour,

breastfreedingandcaringforanewborn."

Inathi:"Well,Iam aloneinthispregnancy.

ProbablyreasonwhyIam reluctanttojoin

theclasses,allthewomentherehavetheir

babydaddiesandhusbandwiththem."

Landa:"Soka,thatsanonefactor,youare



goingtojointhatclass.Iwillbringyoumy

crazycousintoholdyourhand.Sheenjoys

comingtotheclasses.Infactcomeletus

goregisteryounow."

(BeforeIcanevenprotestshegrabsmy

shoppingbagandleadsmehandthenstart

pullingmetowardsthehospitalentrance

again.)

*******************

Landa:"Iwillgiveyouacalllaterthisweek

sowegooutonapicnicwithmyfriends.I

am prettysuretheywillloveyou."

(Shesaysasherhusbandopensthedoor

forhersoshecangetinside.Ismileand

nodmyheadasIclosethepassengerdoor



tomycar.Ileanoverandkisshischeek.)

Thabi:"Madefriends?"

Inathi:"Afriend!Sheislovely.Howwas

yourpractice?"

Thabi:"Sameusual.Canwepassbymy

housebeforeItakeyouhome?Needtoget

something."

Inathi:"Okay,noproblem.Didyourefuelthe

car?"

Thabi:"Well,Iforgetmywalletatthehouse.

Wewillrefuelonourwayback."



Inathi:"Itsokay,passbytheEngineIwill

pay.Andthemechanicdidyoucallhim so

youcancheckontheprogressofyourcar?"

Thabi:"Hesaiditshouldbereadythisfriday.

"

Inathi:"Okay,asmuchasIlovehavingyou

drivemearoundbutIhaveahardtime

whenyouareheldup,publictransportisno

funforpreggies."

Thabi:"Iunderstandlove,Iwillpushtheguy

tofinishthecarfast."



Inathi:"Alright."

(WepassbythefillingstationwhereIrefuel

thecartofulltank.ButIam greatlyshocked

whenwepullinfrontofaoneroomedhouse.

Cometothinkofit,thisismyfirsttimeat

hishouse.EversinceImovedinthehouse

Raphaelgotme,heisalwaysthere.Istep

outofthecarandfollowhim inside,the

room isbigbutnotsomethingIexpected

from aguywhodrivesaGTI,withastable

job.Ilookaroundtheroom,thecouchhasa

pileofclothesontopandsomearefighting

fortheirwayoutorisitinsidethechestof

drawers.Thereisadoublebedwhichlooks

tiredalso.Attheothercorner,thereisthe

supposedkitchen.Thehouseisapigsty.I

lookathim andthisplace.Thereis



definitelyamismatchsomewhere.)

Inathi:"Thisisyourplace?"

Raphael:"Yepthisismyhouse.Notcosy

liketheoneyouhavebutitssomething."

(Ialmostaskhim wherehissalarygoesif

heisstayinginthispigsty.ThenI

remembertheconversationIhadwith

Bontlerecently,sheisalwaysgoodat

readingpeople.ShesaidThabisanglooked

likeoneofthosetypicalGaboroneguys

whotakehugeloanstobuyexpensivecars

inordertoimpressgirlswhileathomethey

eatntša/dog.Andthislevelofuntidiness,

itsjustpureboataanditmakesmesickto



thestomach.IfthereisanythingIhateis

untidinessandsomeonewhocan'tclean

afterhimself.)

Inathi:"Iwillwaitinthecar."

(Isitinthecar,mythoughtsautomatically

wonderofftoRaphael,heisagenuinely

cleanguyandperfectinmyeyes.Thoughit

iswrongformetocomparethem butIfind

myselfdoingit,Thabiisjustthecomplete

opposite.AndthefactthatIdonteven

knowifIlikehim,makesitevenworse.

DeepdownIknowIonlyagreedtotaking

thingsslowwithhim becauseIfeltbadand

compelledtosincehewasthereforme

duringmytoughestmoment.Buthonestly

thissupposedrelationshipisascoldasthe



Atlantic.)

Thabi:"Alrighty,readytogo."

Inathi:"YeahIam,taketheroutethat

passesbythatplacethatsellsmango.I

wantsome."

Thabi:"Okaybabe."

(Iputmyhandonmytummyandclosemy

eyesashedrives.WhenIopenmyeyes

againwearealmostatthemangoplace

thoughIdoubtwewillfindthem lookingat

thefactthatitsnowabitdark.)



Inathi:"Idoubtwewillfindthatplaceopen,

itslate."

Thabi:"ShouldImakeau-turntotakethe

roadthatgoestoyourhouse?"

Inathi:"Wearealreadyhereletsjustcheckit

out."

(Ilookupfrontandfrom thecarheadlightsI

seetwolittleheadsthatlooksofamiliarby

thestop.Ileanforthtogetabetterlookand

IknowwithoutdoubtthatitsTumiand

Katli.)

Thabi:"Looksliketheywanttorobher.



Whatisshedoinginthiskindofplaceso

latewithchidren?"

Inathi:"(grabbingthepepperspray)stopthe

car,thosearemyboys.ThatsKatliand

Tumi."

Thabi:"Babeletsberational,thosemen

couldbearmedforallweknow.Ica....."

Inathi:"Thabisang!Stopthedamncar

beforeIcauseanaccident.Iftheyare

armedthenIwilldieratherthanleavemy

kidsonthehandsofthugs."

(Hepullsoveratthestopandgrabshis



baseballbatandthepepperspraythen

walksout.Isayashortprayerandfollow.

Themenlookathim andateachother

probablyintimidatedbyhismusclesand

retrieveslowlybeforeturningandrunning

fortheirlives.theboysspotme.)

Tumi:"Mommy!"

(TheyruntowardsmeandIkneeldown

witharmsopentoreceivethem.Ihugthem

astheycryandkissthereforehead.)

Inathi:"Shh!Iam herenow."

(IstanduppickingKatlehoandholdTumi's



handasIwalkthem tothecar.)

Inathi:"BegoodboysandStayput!Mommy

iscoming."

Mbali:"Inathi,thankyousomuch.Idon't

knowwhatwouldhavehappenedifyoudid

notshowup."

(IwalkbacktoMbaliandslapherhardright

acrosstheface.)

Inathi:"Iknewitwasabadideatoleave

thoseboyswithyou."

Thabi:"Jess,letsgobeforethoseguys



comeback.Youcanfinishthisathome."

(IgetinthecarasThabihelpsMbaliwith

thebags.Isitinthebackseatwiththeboys

andMbalitakesthepassengerseat.)

Tumi:"Mommy,MamaMbalisaidyouare

notourmotheranymoreandnolongerwant

us."

Inathi:"Oh!BabyyouandKatliwealwaysbe

mybabies.AndIloveyouboth."

Tumi:"Whydidyouleaveus?Isitbecause

daddyisdead."



Inatho:"Iam sosorrybaby,Ishouldhave

neverleft.Daddyisnowanangelwatching

overyouandKatli."

Katli:"MommyIwantfood,meat,icecream

andyoghurt.AtMamaMbali'shousewe

onlyeatporridgeearlyinthemorning."

Inathi:"Kathehoshallnowhavewhateverhe

wants,sohegrowsupandbestronglike

Hercules."

(Oncewearriveatmyhouse,Ipreparethem

food,thenawarm bathandputthem inmy

bed.Istareattheirinnocentfacesasthey

sleepwonderingwhatcouldhavehappened,

ifwedidnotshowupwhenwedid.God



knowshowwickedthisworldis.

IwalkbacktofindMbalioutsidebythepool

staringintospace.)

Inathi:"WhenIwakeupinthemorningI

wantyougoneandyouareleavingthose

innocentchildrenhereuntilyousureyou

canprovideastablesafehomeforthem.

Youbetternotabandonthem Mbali

becauseIwillmakesureyouspendtherest

ofyourmiserablelifeinPrison."'



BINDED

Insert18

****************

"She'smyperson.IfImurderedsomeone,

sheisthepersonI'dcalltohelpedragthe

corpseacrossthelivingroom floor.She's

myperson."-GreysAnatomy

**************

Inathi

Ina:"IthoughtImadeitclearthatIshould

findyougonewhenIwakeup."

(IsayasIjointhem inthekitchen.Sheis

sittingonthestoolbythekitchencounter.

Theboysaresittingbythediningtable



havingbreakfast.)

Mbali:"Icouldn'tleavewithoutsaying

goodbyetothem andthankingyou.IknowI

havedonesomanyevilthingstoyouinthe

pastbutyoualwaysandIbelievewill

alwayslovemykidsunconditionally.I

wantedtoapologiseforallthemiserywe

putyouthrough,Iam sorry."

Inathi:"Iam notreadytojustforgiveand

forgeteverythingbutIcanneverwishyou

anyharm.Idohopeyoufindyourfeetagain

andrebuildyourlife.AlsofindMartin,he

deservestoknowthetruthasmuchasthe

boysdeservetoknowtheirfather."



Mbali:"thankyou.Iwilldefinitelylookfor

him."

Inathi:"Tumeloleftthem atrustfund.You

shouldbeusingitnowtoprovidearoodfor

them andeverythingtheyneed.Idontget

whyyouarehomeless."

Mbali:"Ledimocontactedmethismorning.

Pogisohascontestedthewillonthebasis

thattheyarenotTumelo'soffspringssothe

accountishold."

Inathi:"Thatvilewoman,sheisnowgoing

afterinnocentchildren."



Mbali:"Ican'tbelieveIevertrustedher."

Inathi:"It'scrystalclearthatyouwerejust

usedtomakemylifealivinghell.Nowthat

Tumeloisnomoreshehastossedyou

aside.Youjustreapingwhatyousow,akere

youallowedyourselftobeused."

(Igoontopourmyselfjuiceandamuffin

thengoseatgooutsidereadingmybook,

PassporttoahealthypregnancybyDr.Gita

Arjun.

Anhourlater,Mbalicomesoutcarryinga

bag.)



Mbali:"Iam leaving.Iwillcomebackforthe

boys.Thankyoufortakingcareofthem and

congratulationsonyourpregnancy."

Inathi:"Thankyou."

(Ionceagaincontinuereadingmybook.

Thabijoinsmelookingreadytogoout.)

Thabi:"Morningbabe"

Inathi:"Morning.Hopeyouhadalovely

night?"

Thabi:"Idid,IjustwishIwasluckyasthe

boystosleepinthesamebedwithyou."



Inathi:"Thabi,Ithoughtwewerepastthis,I

am notreadytosharemybedwithanother

man.Itsonlybeen3monthssinceTumelo

passedaway.AndIam pregnant."

Thabi:"IknowandIunderstand.Thatwas

justwishfulthinking."

Inathi:"NowthatTumiandKatliarehereI

am goingtoneedthecarevenmore.Ihope

youdontmindusingpublictransport."

Thabi:"Noitsokay.Iwillcheckwiththe

mechanicifmycarisnotready."



Inathi:"Alright."

Thabi:"(scratchinghishead)Babe."

Inathi:"Rra!"

Thabi:"Youknowihateaskingyouforthis

butIam kindofinafix.Couldyouborrow

meathousand,Iwillbringitbackmonth

end."

Inathi:"Ihavenocashonmeatthe

moment."

Thabi:"Okaymmeakereyoucandothis

onlinetransferthings."



Inathi:"Okay,letmegoandgetmy

cellphone.Iwilltransferyouthemoneyinto

youraccount."

(Iwalktomyroom andtransferhim a

thousand,reluctantlythoughbecausethis

isththirdtimeIam borrowinghim money

andhehasnotpaidanyback.)

******************

Iknockonthedoorthistimearoundabit

powerfulandheavy.Andsheopensthe

doorstilldressedinherpyjamas.

Bontle:"Geez!Igaveyoukeys."



Inathi:"Iforgotthem inoneofthehandbags.

YoulookmiserablebutnottoworryI

broughtyoucompanytocheeryouon.

(Steppingasidetoletthem in.)Goonboys

giveAuntyBwarm hugs.'

Bontle:"OhLord!Rescuemealready."

(IlaughasIpasstothekitchenwhereI

grabicecream andsnacks.Iputthem on

bowlsandplacethem onthecoffertablein

thelivingroom.)

Bontle:"Goonwatchtelevisionandmess

mybeautifulcouch."



(Shesaysasshelocksthedoorandwalk

backtothebedroom.Leavingmyboys

watchingcartoons.)

Bontle:"Whatareyoudoinginmyhouse?"

Inathi:"Imissedyouandyourswimming

pool."

Bontle:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?You

househasaswimmingpooldoublemysize,

abar,aplayroom,atvroom.Itsjustastate

ofartifyouwantmetosay."

Inathi:"Exactly,itstoobigthatIfeelscared

init.Youknowbighousesarebelievedto



behaunted."

Bontle:"Youarecrazy,notthatIblameyou,

IblameRaphaelforbuyingavillagegirla

housenotfittingherstatus.Nowcareto

explainwhatMbali'skidsaredoingwith

you."

(Isitdownandnarrateherthewholestory,

howIcametogetthem.)

Bontle:"Wondersshallneverend.Wow!You

knowsidechicksallhavethesame

mentality,stupidity!Youmeantotellme,

the8yearsnoinfactitsmorethanthat,

thatMbaliwaswithTumeloshefailedto

savemoney."



Inathi:"Shewaslivinginthemoment."

Bontle:"Bamoloileim tellingyou.Nyaa

tlheng.AsforPogisoIcantsayim suprised,

butitservesMbaliwell,godumelago

rumiwaboloikebasadibagolo,maduoa

tengkeonea."'

Inathi:"Right,comeletsgoandswim.Thats

nottheonlyjuicynewsIhavemyfriend."

Bontle:"Youmeantotellme,thereismore."

Inathi:"Yes!Yesterdaywasquitefullof

surprises."



(WechangeItoswim wearandgotothe

swimmingpool.)

Inathi:"Soyesterdayafterseeingmydoctor,

Thabicametopickmeup."'

Bontle:"Donttellmethatguyisstilldriving

yourcar."

Inathi:"Hewasuntilthismorning.Sohe

saidwemustgotohishouse,hehas

somethingtogetthere."

Bontle:"Finallyweseetheguy'shouse.Its

myfirsttimetomeetaguywhocanstayin



ahousebroughtmyanothermanwithout

anyshame."

Inathi:"Sojiki-jikiwegettothesupposed

house.Frienditsaoneroom,amessyone

room thatlookslikeapigsty.Kooremoleke

mokhukhutsala."

(Shelooksatmeandburstoutlaughing)'

Bontle:"WhatdidItellyoumare,aboutguys

whodrivesGTIs?NnaIcanspothunger

walkingfrom amile.Thatguyisdrowningin

deptsItellyou.Aparasitethathasfoundits

nexthostbodyandguesswhatyouarethe

hostbody.Kooreotsilegogonwamadi

untilyouhavenothingleft."



Inathi:"AoBmma!"

Bontle:"OtosalagonehookaaooBmma!

Sendthatparasitepackingwhileyoustill

can.BeforeyoulosethelittlethatRaphael

hasleftyou.Oryouneedmetocomeand

sendhim packing."

Inathi:"Istilldontbelieveheisaparasite."'

Bontle:"That'stheproblem withyou.

Alwaysblindtotheredflags.Andyousure

knowhowtopickthem koorefrom

pregnantpig,nowyouhavemovedtoa

hungryandbloodsuckingpig.Thepregnant

pigwasevenbetterbecauseitwasloaded



thisoneitsjusthighmaintenancetrash."

(Ilookatherandlaugh.WhoevergaveBa

smartmouthandstraightupattitude,didus

nofavorshame.)

.

.

.

.

.

.

NoteditedandshortIknow

Havetogotochurch

Sorrybusydayyesterdaycouldn'tpost.
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******************

"Runfrom it,dreadit,Destinystillarrives."-

Thanos,AvengersInfinity

*****************

Bontle

Ilookaroundthebar,andatmyphone

feelingquitebored.Withoutclientsmy

eveningsturntobeboring.SoIturntothe

barman.

Bontle:"Keepthem coming.Iwilltellyou

whentostop."



(Igulpitdownandlitupthecigarrette.I

turntolookattheguysplayingcasino.Its

oneofthebadhabitsIhavemanagedavoid,

afraidthatIwillgambleawayallmy

fortunes.)

Him:"(whisperinginmyear)Stillassexyas

Irememberyou."

(ItsoneofthosevoicesthatIneverforget,

hiscolognestillthesame.Iclosemyeyes

andinhaleit.Thescentthatlingeredover

mybedsheetsforalongtime.)

Bontle:"Richard!"'



Richard:"WhathappenedtoRichie?"

Bontle:"Heleft,choseUnitedNationsover

thewomanclaimedtolove."

Richard:"Doyouthinkhestillstandsa

chance?"

(Iswingmychairaroundandfacetheonly

manmyhearteverletin.Heiswellkeptlike

always,withsmokeyhazelnuteyes.Henow

hasascaracrosshisnose.Ireachupand

touchitwithmyfingertips.AsmuchasI

hatetoadmititbutIam stillaffectedby

him asIwaswhenheleftsickyearsago.)



Bontle:"Whathappened?"

Richard:"Afightbrokeout,Iwas

negotiatingpeaceIgotcaughtinbetween."

(Hetakesmyhandinhishugeoneand

kissesmyfingertips.Hiseyesneverleaving

mine.Igetashiverandpullmyhandaway

fronhis.Ireachformycigarrette,italways

helpedmecalm mynerveswherehewas

concerned.Hetakesitanddumpsitintomy

untouchedwhisky.)

Richard:"Weagreedthatyouwillnolonger

smokeordrink.Whathappenedtohealthy

copingmechanism?"



Bontle:"Youdontgettowalkawayfor6

yearsthenthinkyoucancomehereand

playtheknightinashinningarmourand

therapist.ItdoesnotworklikethatRichie."

(Helooksatmeandsmiles.Ilookathim

andgrowl.)

Richard:"Itnicetoknowthatyoustillhave

yourfireburning.Andthisfrown,weagreed

itdoesnotmakeyousexy."

Bontle:"Don'tdothis."

Richard:"(heleansforthuntilwearesame

eyelength)Dowhat?Careaboutyouand



yourwellbeing?Orconfessthattheonly

thingthatkeptmegoingovertheyearswas

thethoughtofcomingbacktoyou.Topick

upwhereweleftoffmylittlefierce

lionness."

(Iclosemyeyestocollectmyselfbutitis

hardtodowhenweareinthesame

proximity,whenhisscentistheonlythingI

canbreathanditdoesnohelpinfactIjust

wanttoreachoverhim andstriphim soI

canhavehismuskyscentalloverme.)

Richard:"Theattractionbetweenuswas

alwaystoohardtoignorelioness.AndIam

theonlymanthatcouldeverhandleyour

firewithoutwantingtoblowitoff.Weare

compatible."'



Bontle:"Itstoolateforthat."

(Igrabmypurseandrunlikeamadwoman.

Icanhearhim hotonmytail.AsIopenthe

cartoslipawayheclosesitandbringhis

bodytomine.Theheatthatradiatesfrom

bothusishot.Hebendshisheadandhis

lipscapturemine.Nothingabouthissweet

mouthhaschangedovertheyearinfacthe

hasgottenskilfulovertheyears.)

Bontle:"Wecan'tdothisRichie,Iam notthe

innocentlittleBontleyouleftbehind.Ihave

changedovertheyears.LetmegobeforeI

tarnishyourreputation"



Richard:"DoIlooklikeIgiveashitabout

aboutreputation?Andsincewhendoyou

careaboutwhatpeoplesay?"'

Bontle:"SinceIbecomeabranchmanager

toapowerfulbank.Andahighestpaid

escort."

(Iexpecttoseeshockacrosshisfacebutit

betraysnothing.Infacthejustsmicks.)

Richard:"Bontle,Iam aspyforpowerful

nationsthatcanaffordme.SoyouthinkI

wouldn'tknowwhatmyfantasygirlhas

beenuptoinmyabsence.Youaremuch

smarterthanthat,dontinsultmyfaithin

you."



Bontle:"Thenwhatcouldyoupossiblywant

from awomanwhogetspaidmoneyfor

entertainingmen?"

Richard:"WhatIalwayswanted,youlioness.

Wearedestinedtogether,youcangetas

cockyasyouwantbutitdoesnotchangea

thing."

(Heopensthedoorforme)

Richard:"GetinandruntoInathi,gotellher

Iam backanddrownyoursorrowstonight

becausetomorrowIam comingforyou.We

aregoingtogetyourlifeinorder,nomore

nonsenseBontle.Nomorefeelingsorryfor



yourself.AndhellwillbreakbeforeIshare

withothertenthousandsmen.Soyou

betterbereadytogetridofthosetiredold

fools."

(Heshutsthedoorandfixeshissuitashe

walksaway.Istareathisbutt,ithasgotten

bigger.Cockybastardjustwhodohethinks

heis?)

************

IhatehowpredictablehethinksIam.Ikill

theengineasIparkmycarnexttoInathi's

car.Sheopenshermaindoor,andstands

infrontwatchingmeasImakemywalkof

shamewithmybottleofwhiskytoher.



Inathi:"ThelasttimeIsawyouthisfucked

upiswhenRicharddecidedhisjobwas

moreimportantthanarelationship.Sowhat

haveyouallshakenup?"

Bontle:"Can'tIdrinkandbemerryforno

reason?"'

Inathi:"Noyou,notwithyoutherealways

hastobeareason."

(Iwalktohercouchandcollapseontopof

it.)

Inathi:"WellIam listening."



Bontle:"Well,heisback.Thatcockybastard

isbackandhethinkshecanjustwaltzinto

mylifelikeheneverleftandtellmewhatI

candoandnotdo."

Inathi:"(surprised)Richieisback?"

Bontle:"Whydoyoualwayshavetobeslow

ateverything.WhoelsewillIbetalking

about?Whoelsegutthegutstotellno

actuallydictatetomehowtoleavemylife."

Inathi:"Wellthisshouldbeinteresting.Itis

nicetohavehim back.Imeanyoualmost

marriedtheguy,soyouguyscanalways

continuewhereyouleftoff."



Bontle:"Isthatwhatyouwillhedoingwith

Sparkles'sfatherwhenhereturns?"

Inathi:"YouareSparkles'sfather.Stop

tryingtochangethesubject,howisRichie?

Ishestillsexywithhissmokeyhazelnut

eyesandstraightupnon-nonsense

attitude."

Bontle:"Themanisjustanoozingsexy

thing,hehasthisdeepvoicenow,and

everytimehespeaks,youcanseehis

adam'sapplemovesinasexyway.Andhe

stillwearsthesamecolognethatmademe

goinsaneandhislipsarestillcoldyet

sweettotouch.Henowhasascarontop

ofhisnosethatmakeshim havethat

dangerouslook.Ijusthadseveralorgasms



from justlookingathim.Iteveryouncein

metowalkawaywithoutcommitinga

felonycrimelikerapinghim inabarfullof

people."

(Ilookatherandsmile)

Inathi:"Healwaysdidgetunderyourskin."'

Bontle:"Andmademefeelalivelikeno

othermanhas.Am Ievenallowedtojust

havehim onelasttime?Imeanweboth

knowthatourbossyattitudealways

collidedthatswhyhechosehisjoboverme.

Butmonnaolekanaomonate,Ijustneed

onelastscrewnyana.Someclosurenyana."



Inathi:"(laughing)Closuremyfootafter6

years.Youjustwanttogetlaidbyourtop

secretspy.sogoonB,gospreadyourlegs

andlethim havethecookieafterallit

alwaysbelongedtohim."'

Bontle:"Iam justgoingtodothat,but

makenomistakeInathi,Richarddoesnot

ownmycookie,nomanforthatmatter

does.Iownmypussyandwhom Idecideto

givetowhetherforcashormahala(free)it

totallyuptome?"

Inathi:"Rogerthat."

Bontle:"Good!Nowwhereisthatparasite

thatyouarerearinginRaphael'shouse."



Inathi:"Thisismyhouse.Thabisangisnot

here,heisspendingthenightathishouse

tonight."

Bontle:"Andyouadoptedsons?"'

Inathi:"Sleeping!"

Bontle:"Great,nowwecangotosleep."'

Inathi:"Ineedyourhelpwithsomethingin

themorning."

Bontle:"Whatisit?Youwantmetohelpyou

packThabi'sclothessowhenhegetshereI



justshowhim thedoor."

Inathi:"Ofcoursenot.Ihaveanearlyclass

canyouwatchovertheboys.Iwillsortout

thenannyissuewhenIcomeback."

Bontle:"PlayingAuntywithTumiandKatli

hasneverbeenaproblem."

Inathi:"Alright.Thankyou."'

Bontle:"IgotyouJessica,always."'

(IsayasImakemywaytomyroom.The

specialroom Ireservedformyselfinher

house.AsIhotthepillowstheonlything



occupyingmymindarethoughtsofRichard

Moeti,andourtimetogetherinthepast.)

....

...

Pleaselike,jointhegroup.

Shewritesshortstories.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/46326

5737959023/

NB:(Advertisingforafriendnotmine)
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****************

"Iam morethanwhatIsurvived.Iholdthe

spiritthatkeptmealive"-Stacie

***************

Inathi

IlookatthelunchthatIgotforhim.What

theheckwhatdoIhavetolose?Igrabthe

bagandwalkinside.Themenintheir

beautifuluniform stopandlookatme.I

approachoneofthem.

Inathi:"Afternoon.CanIpleasesee

ThabisangIsang."'



FireF:"Pardon?"

Inathi:"Thabi,heworkshere?"

FireF:"Nohun,wegotnoonebythatname

workinghere?"

Inathi:"Areyousure?"

FireF:"Iam suresweets."'

Inathi:"Okay,thankyou."

(Iwalkbacktothecarperplexed.Iam sureI



heardhim saythisiswhereheworks.Ifind

myselfdrivingtoFiredepartmentatSebele

justtoeasemycuriosity.WhenIgetthere,I

leavethelunchinthecarandfindoneof

theofficers.)

Inathi:"Afternoon.".

Ff2:"Afternoonbeautiful.HowcanIhelp

you?"

Inathi:"Iam lookingforThabisangIsang.

Heworkshere."

(Helooksatmewithconcern.Alarmed.)



Ff2:"Youarethethirdpersontowalkhere

withinthismonthlookingforthat

person.Wedonothaveanyemployeeby

thatnamehere."

Inathi:"Really!"

Ff2:"Yes,apparentlytheyareagroupof

meninGaboronewhotargetsvulnerable

butwealthywomen,moreespecially

widowsandrobthem offtheirinheritance

leavingthem withnothing.Lookslikeyou

areanothervictim."

Inathi:"Areyousure(Itakeoutthepicture

andshowhim)thatwearetalkingaboutthe

sameguy?"



Ff2:"Thatshim,alotofwomenarecrying

becauseofthisguy.Heisamaleversionof

agolddigger.Apparentlyhedrivesasilver

GTI5.Heplaysherosowomenfallforhim,

oncehegetsthem hookedhestarttoblow

theirmoney.Somehaveevenboughthim

cars.Ithinkthelocalauthoritiesareeven

lookingforhim.IfIwereyou,Iwoulddrive

tothenextpolicestationandletthem know

thatyouknowwherethatthiefis."

Inathi:"Thankyou.Iappreciateeverything."

(Iwalktothecar,shocked.Igetinsideand

justsitintheretryingtoprocesseverything

Ijustheard.Iputmyheadonthesteering



wheelandtakedeepbreath.BeforeIgo

homeIcallKennyLocks.Ineedtochange

thelocksinmyhouse.

AssoonasIgettothehouseIgrabhis

clothesandputthem inblackrefusebag.I

pulloutthesheetsandbedcoversIwalkto

thebackandthrowthem inatrashcanand

lightthem up.

IhavethisrageinsidemethatIcannot

explain,itssodarkandmakesmewantto

dotheunimaginable.Iam sotiredofbeing

takenadvantagebymen.Thinkingtheycan

justwaltzinmylifeandtake,take.Theguys

workonthelocksasIpullthebagsoutside

wherethedogwillpickthem up.AsIgoand

sitonthecouch,Idialhim.)



Inathi:"Babe!"

Thabi:"Sthando,areyouokay?"

Inathi:"Justmissingyou,Iwaswondering

whenyouarecominghome."

Thabi:"Myshiftendsinanhour.Iwillbe

thereassoonasIknockoff."

Inathi:"okaylover."

(Ihungupandclickmytongue.AsIdialthe

PoliceStationforatipoff.Hedefinitely

messedwiththewrongwoman.Bontleand



theboyswalkinmyragemoment,asIwalk

backandforthinthelivingroom.)

Bontle:"Youareonly3months2weeks

pregnantsoitcan'tbelaborpainsthathave

youwalkingbackandforth.Whatisgoing

on,whyyouchanginglocks?"

Inathi:"YoucangoaheadandsayItoldyou

so.Heisacrookwhotargetsvulnerable

womanlikemyselftostealfrom them.It

wasnocoincidencethathewasthere,

everythingwasjustorchestratedtohis

advantage.Iam suchafoolBIshouldhave

knownbetter."

Bontle:"Oh!Baby,comehere.Youhavea



bigpureheartInathi,alwayswanttoseethe

goodinpeople.Thatdoesnotmakeyoua

foolitjustmakesyouevenmorespecial."

Inathi:"Iam notgoingtocryespeciallyfora

crooklikeThabi.Iam biggerthanthis."

Bontle:"Itsokay,tocryJessy,itdoesnot

makeyoulessofahuman.Crybutmake

surethisisthelasttimeyoucryforaman."

(Shewalkstomeandhugsmeasthewater

worksbegin.)

Inathi:"Iam donewithmen.Niggasaintshit!

From nowonitsmeandSparkles."



Bontle:"Wearehappytohaveyoujoining

ourNiggasain'tshitmovement."

(Ismileatherandputmyheadonher

shoulder.Thepolicearrive30minutes

beforeThabiandIinstructthem tostayin

thehouseashemightgetalarmed.Likehe

promisedacabdropshim infrontofmy

yardinanhour,andhewalksinwearinghis

fakefirefighteruniform.Iam sodisgusted

byhissightthatIfeellikepuking.Bontle

padsmyhandtokeepmecalm.)

Thabi:"(kissingmycheek)aobabe,you

missedmesomuchthatyouwerecrying."



Bontle:"Yougotreallynicedreams.How

longdidyouthinkyoucanfoolmyfriend

youfilthy,hungrybrokeparasite?"

(Helooksperplexedandtakeafewsteps

backretrieving.)

Bontle:"What?Thecatcaughtyourtongue?

Youthinkyoucancomeinherewithyour

fakefirefighterandfoolus.Weknowall

aboutyourwaysofgoingafteryour

vulnerablewealthywidowssoyousteal

from them.Youpickedthewrongonetoday

Thabisang."

Thabi:"Inathi,Icanexplainpleaseletme

explain."



Inathi:"Youwillexplainatcourtnottome."

(Thepoliceofficerswalkfrom thepassage

towardshim.Youcanseethepoorguyis

scared.)

DectectiveMorake:"GodiraoneBusang,you

areunderarrestforobtainingwithfalse

pretenses.Everythingyousaycanandwill

beusedagainstyouinacourtoflaw."

(Iwatchastheyputthehandcuffsonhim

andwalkhim totheircar.Astheydriveout,

someoneIneverexpectedtoseeanytime

soonwalksin.)



Bontle:"Yougottobekiddingme,can'tthis

daygetanybetter."

(Iwatchherasshewalksin,lookingatmy

houseandyard.)

Gloria:"Ihadtocomeandseethisfor

myself.Ididnotwanttobelievetherumors

thathavebeencirculatingatthevillage."

Inathi:"WhatdoyouwantGloria?"

Gloria:"IraisedyoubetterInathi,thatsno

waytogreetyourmother."



(Irollmyeyesatherbeforegivinghermy

backasIwalkintothehouse.)

Bontle:"Crawlbacktowhateverhellhole

youcrawledfrom.Ormmadisefowillcome

backtofetchyou."

Gloria:"Thisismydaughter'shouse.

NothingornoonewillmakemegountilI

am readyto."

(Iwalktothekitchenandboilwaterinahot

kettle.)

Gloria:"Wow!Thisisabeautifulhouse.I

cantbelieveyouhavebeenlivingwelloff



whileyoumotherwasdyingwithhunger."

(Ijointhem inthelivingroom holdingmy

kettlewithboilingwater.)

Inathi:"DontpatronizemeGloria.Istopped

beingyoudaughterwhenTumelodied,or

didyouforgetwhatyousaidtome?Iam

deadtoyouandyourfamily.Orthedead

wakesupinyourfamilytocometakecare

oftheirlovedones?"

Gloria:"Inathi,Iwasangryisaidthingsi

shouldnthavesaid."

Inathi:"AndIam angrynow,gobeforeI



makeyouachickenwiththiswater.And

don'tthinkIwontdoit."

Gloria:"Youdon'tmeanthat,Iam your

motherInathi."

Inathi:"Amotheronlywhenitsuitsyour

selffishneeds.Dontmakemeaskagain,

getthefuckoutofmyproperty.Idonthave

amother,sheisdead."'

(SheglaresatmeandthekettleIam

holdingandshestandsupwalkstothe

gate.)

Gloria:"Iforgiveforathisforyoudon't



knowwhatyouaredoing.Iwillcomeback

withyouruncleswhenyouremotionsare

calm."

Inathi:"Dontbother,youarenotwelcome

here."

(Ipresstheremotetoclosethegateafter

herandIthrowthekettleagainstthewall.

BeforeIgodowncrying.Bontlecomesand

hugsme.).

Inathi:"Whatisitwiththispeopleand

thinkingtheycandojustwhatthehellthey

wantinmylife?"



Bontle:"Stopstressingyourselfwithpeople

notworthyourtears.Stressisnotgoodfor

youanditsnotgoodfortheSparkles.Your

motherwantsyoubackbecause,youdid

notsuccumb

yourmisfortunesandtheirhatred.Youare

strongerthanthisInathi,strongerthanany

storm thisworldwilleverthrowatyou.Now

riselikeaqueenandshowthem howtobe

aqueen."

(Shewipesmytearsandgivemean

reassuringsmile.)

Bontle:"Youaremybestfriend,mypartner,

mywifeyandnowifeofmineletsthebattle



getherdown.Wemaybeknockeddown

butweareneveroutbecausethefirewe

carryisgreaterthanus,thananythingwe

caneverimagine."

Inathi:"IloveyouBontlenyane."

Bontle:"(frowns)Youare,startingshitnow.

ButIloveyoumoreJessy."

(Shehelpsmetomyfeetandhelpsme

walkinsidewhereshepreparesmeawarm

bubblebath.WhenIcomebacktothe

lovingroom.Isuprisedtofindherandthe

boysinthelivingroom withmattresseslaid

infrontofthetelevisionandsomuchjunk

food.)



Katli:"ComemommyAuntyBsaidweare

havingacomfortfoodpartyforyou."

Tumi:"Shesaidwemusttellyouthatyou

sjouldlivealittle.Alittlebitofsugarone

daycantkillyou."

Inathi:"Ibetshedid."

(IsayasIsitdownnexttoKatliandtickle

him.)
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*******************

"Whatdoesntkillyougiveyoualotof

unhealthycopingmechanisms."'-Unknown

*******************

Bontle

Ilookamyselfinthemirror,Ipullthegarter

backinplaceandfixmylipstick.Ilovehow

thelingeriehugseverycurveinmybody.

Thatoldmanwilldieofaheartattack.Ipull

mylongblackcoatfrom thebedandputit

infollowedbymyhatandmyblackleather

gloves.Theredlipstickgivessomecolour

tomyface.Igrabmyfavouritetoybagand

pullitasmyheelsclickonthecoldhard

wood.Iam quiteexcitedabouttonight



becauseheisnotaregular.Anewclient

thatIgettoblowawaysohecancome

backformore.

AsIopenthefrontdoorIfindhim leaning

againstthedoorlookingsodangerouslyat

me.

Richard:"Tookyoulongenough,going

somewherelioness?"

Bontle:"(shocked)Whatareyoudoinghere

Richard?"

Richard:"ItoldyouIwillbecomingforyou

today.YouofallpeopleknowthatInever



bluff."

Bontle:"Wellyouchoseawrongtimeto

visit.Iam onmywayout.Comeback

tomorrow."

Richard:"SomethingtellsmeIchosethe

perfecttime."

Bontle:"Idon'twanttodothisnow,

especiallynotwithyou.Getoutofmyway

RichardMtoeti.Ihavepressingbusinessto

takecareof."

(Helooksatmeandgivesmehisfamous

smirk.Beforepushingmeinsideusinghis



weight.BeforeIevenknowit.Heislocking

thedoor.)

Bontle:"Whatthehelldoyouthinkyouare

doing?"

Richard:"Knockingsomesenseintoyou."

(Heopensthewindowandthrowsoutmy

keys.)

Bontle:"Youstupidannoyingman,thoseare

theonlykeysIhavetheothersarewith

Inathi."

Richard:"Good!Wearebothinheresowill



dealwiththekeyproblem inthemorning."

Bontle:"DidyounothearanythingIsaid,I

havetogo,aclientiswaiting.Theyhate

waiting."

Richard:"Youwillattendnoclient.Notwhile

Iam here."

Bontle:"YouarecostingmemoneyRichard.

"

Richard:"Itsnotaboutthemoney,hasnever

beenaboutthemoney.Webothknowit."

Bontle:"Itsnotaboutthemoney.Youdamn



right.Whycantyoujustletmebe?"

Richard:"Becauseyouaredestroyingyour

life.AndIcantjustwatchfrom the

sidelines."

(Itakeoffmyhatandthrowitonthecouch.)

Bontle:"Itsmylife,Iam destroyingmylife

Richard.Letmebe.Whycantyoujustlet

mebe?Thisistheonlywaytocopewithit"

Richard:"Yourcopingmechanismsare

destroyingyou.Youarebiggerthanthis."

(Itakeoffmycoatandthrowitonthe



couchnexttothehat.BeforeIwalktomy

whiskyandpourmyselfaglassandgulpit

alldown.Ifeelsohot.)

Bontle:"Goaheadtherapist,tellmehowto

livemylife.WhyareyouevenbackRichard?

Isurvivedjustfineinyourabsence."

Richard:"Thisisnotsurvivingyouarejust

diggingyourgraveslowly.Iam back

becausesomehowwearekindredsouls,I

am backbecauseIfindmyselfattractedto

yourbrokenness.Iam backbecauseI

fuckingloveyouwithallyourbrokenness,

flawsandimperfections."

(Ilookathim,hiseyesblasingwithfire.I



am onnothingbutaskimpylingerieand

blackstilettos.Iwantnothingbuttoreach

forhim andkisshim.Lethisfireconsume

me.)

Bontle:"ThenstoplovingmeRichard.I

neveraskedforyourlove.Ineverneeded

yourlove."

(Hesmirksashewalkstowardsme.His

eyesneverleavingmine.Hereachesme

andpullsmetowardshim.)

Richard:"Lookatmeandtellmeyoufeel

nothingforme.AndIwillwalkoutofthat

doorandneverseemeagain."



(Ilookathim andbitemylowerlip.)

Richard:"JustasIthoughtlioness."

(OurlipsmeetandIknowwithoutdoubt

thatitsgoingbeabattleforpowerand

control.Igrabhisshirtandpullitapartas

thebuttonsscatterontheground.Its

alwaysbeenlikethishot,wildandferocious.

Theysaythisiswhathappenswhentwo

peoplewithsamepersonalitiesmeet,they

collidebecausetheybothcravecontroland

somesortofpowerovereachother.Igrrab

hisbeltandpullhim closer.Openhiseyes

sosexy,hegivesmehischarmingsidesexy

smile#scissored✂✂✂✂✂)



*****************

Inathi

Katli:"Mommythereissomeonebuzzingat

thegate"

(Ihearhim shoutasIflushthetoiletand

washmyhands.WhenIwalkintotheliving

room,thegateisalreadyopenandablack

corollaisdrivingin.)

Inathi:"Whoopenedthegate?"

Katli:"ItsTumisho."

Inathi:"Tumi,whatdidIsayaboutopening



thegatetoletpeopleinsideourhome."

Tumi:"Thatitsdangerousandshouldnot

doitwhenyouarenotaround."

Inathi:"Andyoujustdidtheopposite.What

isthepunishmentforbadbehaviourKatli?"

Katli:"Timeoutatthecorner,nowatching

cartoonsforanhour."

Inathi:"Great,Tumiyouareontimeoutmy

baby.Goon."

Tumi:"Butmommy,itsnotfairKatl......"



Inathi:"(intejecting)No!Babyitsnotupfor

discussion.Goonandserveyour

punishmentwithoutanyqueries."

(Ismileashesulksandwalktothecorner

toservehispunishment.Iwalktothedoor

wherethereisaknock.Iopenthedoorand

findmyselflookingatMartinModise.Mbali

isbehindhim loookingashamed.)

Inathi:"Martin."

Martin:"Inathi,Iam hereformychildren."

Inathi:"YoucancomeinMartin."



(Iopenthedoorwidertolethim inside.

Theybothwalkinside.)

Inathi:"BoyscomesayhellotoMamaMbali

andUncleMartin."

(TheybothcomerunningandhugMbaliand

shylygreetMartin.)

Inathi:"Wecantalkinthelivingroom.Tumi

takeKatlitothegameroom.Iwillcallyou

oncethe,adultsaredonetalkingmyboy."

(Iwatchastheyruntothegameroom.My

heartalreadybreakingintopieces.)



Martin:"Ijustrecentlylearnedthattwo

childrenIthoughtweremycousin'skidsare

actuallymine."

Inathi:"Itcameasashocktoallofuswell

exceptforPogisoandMbali."

Martin:"Ialreadymissedsomuchoftheir

upbringing,Iwishtobewiththem andplay

myroleastheirbiologicalfather."

Inathi:"Itotallyunderstandandcannever

denyyoutherighttoyourchildren.Sowhat

isgoingtohappen?"

Martin:"IstayinPretoriasoIwillbetaking



them withme."

Inathi:"WithMbali?"

Martin:"No!MbaliandIaredone.Itsbeena

yearnow.ShechoseTumeloorhismoney

overwhatwehad.Shehasagreedtogive

mefullcustodyoftheboys."

Inathi:"Pretoria,thatsfar.IknowIhaveno

biologicaltiestothem butIraisedthem as

myown,IwasgivenTumiwhenhewasonly

9monthsandKatliwhenhewas2weeks

old.Ihaveamotherlybondwiththem.Can

youpleaseallowthem tovisitmeatleast

overholidays?"



Martin:"YouaretheirmotherInathiandthat

willneverchange.Iam thankfulthatatleast

theyhadaresponsiblemotherlikeyou

lookingafterthem.AndIcanneverstop

them from comingtoseeyou.Pretoriais

onlya5hourdrivetoGaborone.Iwillbring

them asmuchaspossibletoseeyou."

Inathi:"ThankyouIappreciateit.Canwe

nottellthem thetruthjustyet,alothas

happenedoverthelast3monthsandifwe

tellthem itmightjustimpactthem badly

andcauseconfusion."

Martin:"Understandable.Iwilltellthem

bothwhentheyareoldenoughtohandle

thenews."



Inathi:"Thankyou.Letmegoandpacktheir

bags.Iwilltellthem."

(MyheartbreaksasIpacktheirclothesinto

theirsuitcases.ItfeelslikeIam lettinggo

ofahugepieceofmyheart.Butnothing

preparesmefortheircriesaswepartways.)

Inathi:"Tumilistentome,youarestillmy

baby.Iwillalwaysbeyourmommyandwe

aregoingtovisiteachothereverychance

weget.Comeonbabybeabigboyto

mommydontcry.YouwilmakeKatlitocry

evenmore."

Tumi:"Idontwanttogomommy.Iwantto



stayherewithyou."

Inathi:"Iknowmyboy.Iknow.Pretoriais

nicetheyhaveahugemallwithallthetoys

youwant.UncleMartincantakeyouto

DurbanorCapeTowntothebeach.Youwill

takephotosandsendtomommy."

Martin:"Orevenbettermommywillcome

downthereandtakeyouthereherself."

Tumi:"Youpromise."

Inathi:"Ipinkypromise."

(Ihugthem bothasIwipeawaytheirtears.)



Inathi:"Pinkypromisemommythatyouwill

begoodboysandlistentouncle."

Katli:"wepromisemommy."

(Ikisstheirforehead.)

Inathi:"Iwillcallyoueverynight."

(Istandandopenthedoorforthem and

theyclimbin.IhandMartinKatli'sfavourite

teddybearandtheirstorybook.)

Inathi:"Katlehocantsleepwithoutit.Read

them bedtimestoriestheyalwaysdothe



trick."

Martin:"Thankyou."

(InodmyheadasIturnawaytohidemy

tearsastheyfall.Iwipethem awayasI

waveatthem asthecardrivesout.Isit

downoncethecarisoutofsightandletmy

tearsfall.Iletthepainoflosingthem just

afterIgotthem out.Ithoughtthistime

aroundIwouldkeepthem alittlelonger.

Thehousealreadyfeelsemptywithout

them.ButIpromisemyselfthatin6months

timethatbabyLondonNamiSparkles

Modisewillheretofeelthevoidtheyleftso

raw.)
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Insert22

*****************

"Companyofgoodpeopleislikehavinginto

ashopofperfumes.Whetheryoubuythe

perfumesornotyouareboundtoreceive

thefragrance."-NavdeepBeniwal

*****************

Inathi

Landa:"Youlookperfect.Ihaveneverseen

suchacutepreggylikeyourself."

(IsmileatherasIgetinher.)

Inathi:"Istillcan'tbelieveIletyoutalkme



intothis."

Landa:"Youwillenjoytheircompany.They

arecrazybuttheyarethebestrightOnion?"

(Sheasksherhusbandwhoisbehindthe

wheel.)

Gabriel:"JustavoidLeratoandyouwill

survive."

Landa:"Thatsmycousinyouaretalking

about."

Gabriel:"Sheisnuts."



(WeattheMiguel'sthetopnotchresturant

ontopofahillwithaclubunderneath.Iam

sittingnexttoLanda,lookswearethefirst

here.)

Landa:"ImadesurewearrivefirstsoIcan

introduceyoutothepsychosbeforethey

evenjoinus."

Inathi:"Theysoundsinteresting."

Landa:"Theyarehere.(Pointingtothedoor)

thatsTheMokoenas,MiguelandNandipha

youcancallherNana.Theyaretheowners

ofthisplace.TheguyisaChief,Nanaisthe

sweetest,sheblendsinwitheveryone,she

isGabriel'shalfsister.



Behindthem itsthegoldencoupleThe

Brownleys,Ethan&Katherine,sheis

Gabriel'sexbutyoucancallhersmarty

pants.Alawyerbyprofessionbutnever

havetoliftahandworkbecauseshe

marriedintoriches,theystayinLondon

cometoBotswanawhenevertheyfeellikeit

becausetheycanaffordit.

Behindthem itsroyalty,Imeanroyaltyin

actualsense,theMontenegrosKingXavier

DmitriandhermajestyBoitumelo

Montenegro.Theyarekingandqueenof

Schaefer.BoiisMiguel'shalfsister.

Behindthem,thatstheMogaes,theprayer



warriors,thepastorsofthecrowd,Kevin

andThelmabutyoucancallherMakgosi

thatswhatherhusbandcallsherandithas

grownonher.TheMogaesownnumerous

hotels,thefatherisaMinisteroffinance.

Behindthem thatsthecrazycouple,they

havedivorcedtwice,andareremarrying

againThatstheBrownleys2,Leoand

Lerato.LeoisEthan'scousinandLeratois

mycousin.Theyareamatchforeachother

andLeoistheonly1whocanhandleLerato

andhercrazybigmouth.Thatsbasicallyit."

(IlookatherandwonderingifshethinksI

willcatchallthosenames.Astheyreachus

theygreatoneanotherhuggingandall.)



Landa:"Guysmeetmyfriend,InathiJessica

Modise.Iam adoptingherintothisgroup.

DontworryaboutintroductionsIalreadydid

them asyouwerewalkinginside."

Lerato:"Ibetyoudid,sweetheartIhopeshe

toldyouthatsheisthecleanfreakand

psychoofthegroupwithherOCD

tendencies.Shealsotoldyousheismarried

toaDoctorwhoownsthehospitalfor

children.AndthaysheisalsoaDoctor

herselfwellabyastupidPHD,buta

pyschologistspecialisinginchilhood

traumasandmentalhealth."

Landa:"YouliketoyapyapnonsenseLerato



justsitsdown."

Nana:"WelcometothegroupJessywithan

I.Youwillgetusedtothewildness."

Miguel:"BringJessyabloodyLerato,a

properwelcome."

Landa:"No!Jessywillnotbesubjectedto

thattorture."

Xavier:"Everymembergoesthroughthat.

Itsinitiation,ChubbyCheeks.Dontruinthe

fun."

Gab:"Shutupdickhead,Inathiisexpecting



soshewillnotbedrinkingabloodyLerato."

Lerato:"Thatssosad,Iwasreadytowhip

hermyspeciality."

Leo:"Youdodgedabulletmydarling.That

shitisstrongenoughtosendyoutothe

graveearly."

Kevin:"Leo,koorekeengosaikilele.You

wanttodrinktheBloodyLeratoinher

place."'

Xavier:"Whendoyouallintendongrowing?

Comeonletssticktotheagenda.Inathi,

wewelcomeyou.Nowcanwefeast."



Lerato:"AslongasKevinandThelmadon't

prayforourfood,Iam good.Lasttimewe

letthem prayweopenoureyestofind

Monkeyshelpingthemselvestoourfood."

(EveryonelooksatKevinandlaughs.)

Ethan:"Bab'Nfundiseisgettingtohishead.

Hewasliterallyminuteawayfrom casting

outdemons."

Kevin:"Can'taniggajustbreathfora

minute."

Boitumelo:"Niggacantbreathaftermaking



usstarve."

Thelma:"Justgivehim abreak."

Gab:"Makgosihasspokenguys.Itsabout

toturnintoafamilyaffairifwedontstop

now.ElijahandElishatogabagorogalebo

Abraham andMosestobringustoorder."

(Theyalllaugh.Ilookatthem andsmile,

wobderingwhyBandIneverhadthiskind

offriends.Wetakesitbackandenjoythe

lovelyfood.)

Xavier:"Okaynowwearedoneeatingnext

ontheagenda,istheannualcouples



retreat."

Lerato:"Canwedosomethingexoticthis

year.NotKasane,Iam tiredifthatplace

andutsbloodymosquitoslastwewent

theretheyalmostdrownedMmandunyane's

blood."

Landa:"Lerato!"

Lerato:"What!Donttellmeyoudidnttell

Inathiyourclansname.Grandmawillbe

verydisappointed."

Leo:"Focusladies,thisisabouttheannual

couplesretreat.Focus."



Lerato:"Asifyouknowwhattheword

means.Imeanifyoudidyouwouldknow

howtofocusonjustonewomanandstop

havingbitchyeyes."

Leo:"Excuseme?Maybeifyoudidnothave

suchabigunrulymouth,youwillknowhow

tokeepamandown."

Ethan:"Herewegoagain.Xavierlookslike

wewillhaveourlittlemen'sconference

therewhiletheladieshavetheirourladies

conferencehere."

Nana:"Greatidea."



(Thegentlemenstandandgooccupy

anothertablewhileweremaininthe

originaltable.)

Kath:"DoyouandLeohavetoruinevery

socialmeeting.Ifitistoxicwhydontyou

bothletgo?"

Lerato:"DidEthanletyougowhenhe

caughtyouinbedwithGabriel."

Kathi:"Wow!Leratothatsalowblow."

Lerato:"IfyouwanttoplayMissGoody

shoeswiththefakeadvicesmakesurethe



shoeisfittingKatherine."

Thelma:"Okayenoughbothofyou.Ratosit

downandtelluswhatLeohasdonethis

timearound?"

Lerato:"Babynumber2,thistimeitsnot

charcoallikelasttime.Iam fearingthat

thisonemightbehis.Iknowwewerekind

ofnottogetherforalmostayearbutitstill

hurts."

Landa:"YouandLeoloveeachother.Ifthat

babyishis,thenraisethechildtogether.

Youaremonthsawayfrom yourthird

marriagenow,makeitworkgoseea

therapistifyouhaveto."



Lerato:"Im atired.Iam sotiredthatIdont

seeneedtokeeptryinganymore.Imean

whoremarriesthesameguyforathirdtime

inarowbutstilldoesnotlearnathingfrom

it."

Thelma:"Itdoesnotmatterhowmany

timeswhatmattersisyourloveforeach

other."

Lerato:"Enoughofmymisery.Letsmove

on,howusourcalenderthisyear."

Nana:"Weneedtoplanforyour

bachelorettepartyandLanda'sbaby

shower."



Boi:"Inathialsoexpecting,wemustinclude

her."

Inathi:"Ohnodontbother.Ibare...."

Lerato:"Bullshit!Wealreadywelcomedyou

soyoudefinitelygettinginouryearlyplans.

Maybewecoulddoadoubleshowerfor

bothLandaandInathi?"

Landa:"Thatwouldbesupercool.Idontsee

anyproblem withit."

Thelma:"Sorted!Don'tforgetthekids

birthdays?"'



Boi:"WearethrowingforElishandElijah

thisyear.Soyoutelluswhatyouhavein

mindThelma."

Thelma:"IhaventgivenitmuchthoughtI

willbrainstorm ideasinthewhatsapp

group."

Landa:"Theannualcouplesretreat?"

Nana:"YouknowhowtheMontenegrosand

Brownleysalwastraveltous.Iwasthinking

thisyearweflyouttothem eitherSchaefer

orLondon."



Kath:"Ichoosetheirsanddunesover

London."

Lerato:"Iagreewithyou.Wecantry

campingthisyearatthatexoticIsland."

(Itsfunnyhowtheywerefightingone

minutebackandnowbusyplanningideas

together.)

**************

Inathi:"Thankyousomuchfortheliftand

todayIhadawonderfultime."

Landa:"Anytime.Dontforgetclassnext

week."



Inathi:"Sendmethetimesandday.Iwillbe

there."

Landa:"Alrightnoproblem.Goodbye.Boo"'

Inathi:"haveyourselfalovelynight."

(Iwalkintothehouseandchangeintomy

sleepwear.Itakemyjournalandsitmyby

bedsideandwritelikeeverynight.)

DearR.H

Todaywasquiteproductive,startedoffona

badnotebutgotbetter.Imadeawholelot



offriends.Acrazybunchofpeoplebutthey

somuchloveeachothet,theircareand

supportforoneanotherissooverwhelming.

DidImentiontheyarecrazy.Andrichbut

theyarenotsnobslikeotherrichpeopleI

havemet,sodowntoearthandwelcoming.

Somehowremindedmeofyouwellthey

lackyourarrogance.

Most,ifnotallofthem aremarriedcouples.

Andyoucanjustseewithoutdoubtthatthis

peopleloveoneanother.Icanthelpbut

wonderhowwouldwehavedoneifwe

decidedtogiveourloveashot?Iguesswe

willneverfindoutbecauseyoualready

madethatdecisionforus.



LondonandIwilljusthavetofendfor

ourselves.IdontknowhowIfeelaboutyou,

sometimesIhateyou,sometimesImiss

youespeciallyinnightslikethisand

sometimesIevenconvincemyselfthatI

dontneedyou.Icandothisonmyown

withoutyou.Butitssohardtoforgetyou

whenyougavemesomuchroremember

youwithlikeBabyLondon.

IhatetoloveyouR.H

(IclosethebookasIwalktomybed.)

.
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Lastnight'ssnacknyana

Notedited.

Girlisthared.
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*****************

"Insecurityisthesideeffectoflovingtoo

muchbutreceivingtoolittleinreturn."

*****************

5YEARSLATER....

MELINDA

Iwakeuptoemptybedsideagain.The

sheetsarestraightindicatingthatnoone

hasslepton.Iputahandovermyfaceand

sigh.Thisisthestoryofmylife,forthepast

3yearsthatIhavebeenmarriedtohim but

Heismarriedtohisjob,bankandcareer



andeversincelastmonthwhenwemoved

backtoBotswanaIbarelyeverseehim.I

wakeupandgrabmygownasIgo

downstairs.

Ivy:"MorningMadam!Breakfastisready.

MrHudsonaskedmetogiveyouthiswhen

youwakeup."

(Shegivesme,theenvelope.Insideafind

aninvitationcardtoanothercharityevent

heldtonight.)

Melinda:"Whereishe?Didhecomehome?"

Ivy:"MrHudsoncamethismorningandhe



hasbeeninhisofficeeversince."

Melinda:"Thankyou,haveourbreakfast

broughttohisstudy."

Ivy:"Healreadyhadhisbreakfastandhe

askednottobedisturbed."

Melinda:"ThankyouIvy.TellBonnietobe

readytodrivemeouttothemallat1030."

Ivy:"Okayma'am."

(IwalktohisstudyandIopenthedoorand

standbythedoorlookingathim.Heis

sittingdownwiththephonetohisearand



paperssprawledalloverhisdesk.)

Raphael:"No!FranciscoIwillnotaccept

thiskindofbehaviour,Ihavebeengonefor

onlyamonthandthishappens.Iwillhateto

fireallofyouforincompetence."

(Istandtherejustadmiringhim.My

husband,myhandsomeking.Ican'thelp

butfallforhim everyday.Thoughhemade

itclearthatIwillneverhavehisheartbutI

hopeoneday,hewillgivemehisheartasI

gavehim mine.Butfornowwewillusemy

lovetokeepthismarriagegoing.)

Raphael:"ItoldIvythatIdidnotwanttobe

disturbed."



Melinda:"Goodmorningtoyou.Youdidnot

cometobedagainlastnight."

Raphael:"Melindaplease."

Melinda:"WhydidwegetmarriedIfyouare

neverhome?totalktoyouIhavetoget

theoughyoursecretary,Idon'teven

rememberthelasttimeyoumadeloveto

me.Andyoukeeppostponinghaving

children."

Raphael:"Notthisconversationagain.IfI

rememberverywellyouaretheonewho

pushedforthismarriage.AndIspecifically

toldyoubeforewejumpedintomarriage



thatIam alreadymarriedtomybusiness.I

dontknowwhyyouputtingyourselfthrough

somuchdisappointmentbyexpecting

thingsfrom me."

Melinda:"Whydidweevenreturnto

Botswana?AtleastIhadmyjewelleryshop

inLondontomebusyandasociallife."

Raphael:"YouareasocialiateMelinda,you

canstillmakefriendshere.Ifyoustillwant

Londonyoucango,Iam staying.Closethe

dooronyourwayout."

(Hebringshisattentiontothepapers

infrontofme.Thisishiswayofdismissing

me.Ilookathim onthevergeoftearsand



walkout.)

Raphael:"Mel!"

Melinda:"Whatisit?"

(IaskasIwipemytearsaway.)

Raphael:"Iam sorry.Thingsareabithectic

lately.ButIwillmakeitupforyoutonight."

(Hewalksinfrontofmeandwipesmy

tearsaway.Beforekissingmyforehead.)

Raphael:"Comeongivemeyourbeautiful



smile."

(Ilookathim andsmile)

Raphael:"Thatsmygirl.Gopamperyourself.

Iwillseeyoulater."'

(Hetouchesmycheekashewalksbackto

hisstudy.IsmileasIwalkbacktothe

diningroom.)

******************

5YEARSLATER

Inathi

Inathi:"Nami,Thamipromisemommythat

youbeagoodgirlandboywithGranny."



London:"Ipromisemommy,Iwillbeagood

girl."

Landon:"Ipromisetobeagoodboy."

Inathi:"Thatsmybabies.Ifyoumisbehave

orfightIam goingtoleaveyoubehind

whenIgoseeKatliandTuminextweek."

London:"Iwillbeagoodgirlmommy,I

promise."

Landon:"IwontbeatNamimommy."'

Inathi:"Good,mommywillseeonFriday."



London:"Friday?"

Landon:"YesSparkles,Todayissaturday,

thensunday,monday,tuesday,

Wednesday."

London:"(interruptinghim)ohhIknow,

ThursdaythenFriday."

Inathi:"Yesthatsit,givemommyahighfive,

akisshere(pointingtomycheeks)and

hug."

(Theybothkissmycheeksandhugme.I

kisstheiradorableforeheads.)



Inathi:"Iloveyouboth."

Unison:"Weloveyoumommy."

Inathi:"Goon,goputyourbagsinthe

house."

(Iwatchastheybothruntothehouse.)

Inathi:"Guys,Landon,Londonnorunningin

thehouse(IshoutbeforeIturntoRose)

Thankyouforlookingafterthem."

Rose:"Ihavebeenwiththesebabiessince

thedaytheywereborn.Theyarethe



grandchildren,Bontlerefusetogiveme.

Youneedtostopthankingmetolookafter

them everytimeyoudropthem off.Youare

abusywoman,runningyourschool,your

showsandaflowershopmustbeahustle.

SoIunderstandwhenyouhavetodrop

them offundershortnotices."

Inathi:"ThankyouMa!(Givinghermoney)

Thisisforanythingyoumightneed.If

anythingarisesbeforethatyouwillgiveme

acall."

Rose:"Okaylove.Stopworryingandgo."

Inathi:"Okayletmego."



(Igoinsideandbidmybabiesgoodbye.It

gets,hardeverytimeIhavetopartwayswith

them.Landontakesafterhisfatherso

much,hehashisambereyesandarrogance.

WhileLondontookhiseyesandearsbutmy

genesaremoredominantonher.Igetin

thecarasmyphonerings,Ilookatthe

screenandsmile.)

Inathi:"Missingusalready?"

Derick:"Youhavenoidea.Iam notsureI

candothislongdistanceanymorekana

everytimeyouguysleavethehouse

becomeslonely.Ishouldmarryyou

already."'



Inathi:"Sohowismarriageisgoingtofix

everythingthedistancebetweenuskana

Snuggles."

Derrick:"IfyouarearemywifeDoodleBug,

Ijustmoveyouandmybabieshere."

Inathi:"Youhavelovelydreams.Ijust

droppedthem atMa'shouse."

Derrick:"Idontunderstandwhyyoudidnot

justleavethem behind.Iwouldhaveflown

withthem onFriday."

Inathi:"Webothknowhowyourschedule

getsbusy.NamiandThamiaredemanding



andyouknowhowIfeelaboutleavingthem

withthemaid."

Derrick:"Justsayit,youcannotpartwith

them forlong.IcantbelieveIam goingto

missyourperfomance."

Inathi:"Itsyourpunishmentforbeinga

workaholic."

Derrick:"ImissyouDoodleBugandIlove

you."

(Ileanbackonthechairwaitingforthe

butterfliestosettledown.)



Inathi:"AndIyouMrPhemelo."

Derrick:"GivemylovetoBontleandyour

othercrazyfriends.Iwillcallyoutonight."

Inathi:"TakecareSnuggles."

(Ihungupandputmyphonedown.We

havebeendatingfor2yearsnowbutIstill

getbutterfliesandallthejittering.Istartthe

carandYolanda'scallcomesthrough.)

Inathi:"Lands"

Landa:"Babe,pleasetellmeyouareback

from yourlovepotion."



(Ilaugh,LeratoandLandabelievethat

Derrickhasbewitchedmewithsomelove

potion.)

Inathi:"YesIam backfrom Maun.Derrick

sendshislove."

Landa:"Hebetterputaringonthatfinger

soonbeforeothersstealyou.Anywayare

youreadyfortonight?"

Inathi:"YesmyviolinandIreadytogiveyou

asensationalperfomance."

Landa:"Youneverdisappoint.



Inathi:"LaurelmissesNamiandThami,you

candropthem atmyhouse."

Landa:"Ijustdroppedthem attheir

grandmother'houseinMolepolole.Iwill

bringthem toseeherbeforeweleavefor

Capetown."

Landa:"Okaybabe.Seeyoulater."

Landa:"LatersLands."'

********************



BINDED
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****************

Thereisapowerbetweenthetwoofus,an

electricity,wecouldpoweracitywithifwe

inlyknewhow.Thereissomethingbetween

us,youandIsomekindofmagic."-

Unknown

****************

Raphael

Iglanceatmyphone,goingoverthereport

Danielsentthismorning.Themovehas

reallyshakensoanythingsbutwefinally

gotthehangofit.Thevisionistomakethe

Hudsonthebiggestthingthewholeof

Africa.



Melinda:"Isthischaritygalaforyourfriends

whoweoncedidIretreatwithinLondon?"

Raphael:"Yahitsthem."

Melinda:"ItoldyouIdontlikethem.They

arejusttooghettoIdontgetwhyyoucant

findfriendsinyourleague."

Raphael:"Inevertellyouwhotobefriendso

pleasedonttellmewhoIcanbefriend.If

theyaretooghettoyoucanalwaysreturn

homewithBonnie."

(Islidemyphonebackinmypocket.Iam



tryingtoremaincalm andawareofher

feelingsbutattimesshejustrubsmeon

thewrongwaylikerightnowwhensheacts

likearighteousprincessshewasraisedup

like.)

Raphael:"Wearehere."

(IgetoutasBonniegetsputtoopenthe

doorforher.Icometohersideandtakeher

handonmineaswewalkinsidethebuilding.

Ihandourinvitationtooneoftheushers

andheescortsustothetablewhereEthan

&Miguelaresittingwiththeirfriendsfrom

thecrazysquad.)

Ethan:"Themanofthemoment."



Raphael:"Ladies!Gents."

Miguel:"Ididntthinkyouwillmakeit."

Raphael:"Wouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

Thingsbeencrazyhecticlatelybuttheyare

settlingdown."

Lerato:"youforgettobringsomething

though."

Raphael:"WhatwouldthatbeMrslovely

Rato."

Lerato:"Cindrellashoesandtiaraforthe



princess."

Thelma:"Lerato!'Melindalovelytoseeyou

again.Itmustbenicetobehome."'

Melinda:"Notreally,Ihavebeentryingto

convincemyhusbandthatwemustgoback.

Thehottemperaturesthissidearenot

kind."

Lerato:"Bitchplease,sityourfakeassdown.

2minutesinLondonhasyouthinkingyou

areaBritish.Amotswanalikeyourself

shouldbeashamedtobeevenuttering

suchnonsense."



Kath:"DontmindLerato.Shehasalready

hadtoomanycocktails,hermouthturnsto

runwildafterdrinks."

(IsmileatMelwhoIcanseeisboiling

inside.SheandLeratoneverreallygotten

alongsincedayone.Yolandaclimbson

stage.SheistheMCfortonight.)

Landa:"Goodeveningladiesandgentlemen.

Iam yourhostfortonight.Wewouldliketo

welcomeyoutoourannual13thcharity

gala.Withoutanyfurtherdelayletme

welcomeonstageawomanwhostarted

thisbeautifulCharityorganisation.Giveitto

thebeautifulNandiphaMokoena."



(Miguelstandsupandhelpshiswifetothe

stage.)

Nana:"Thankyou.LadiesandGentlemenlet

me,startbythankingyouallforsupporting

thisgreatercourse,thatisbeyondmeand

you.Thisyear'sraisedfundswilldo

towardstheareasinBotswanathatwere

affectedbyfloods.Theaim istohelpthose

thatlosteverythingintherainsmore

especiallyproperty.Somaytonightwegive

withacheerfulheartknowingit'sgoingto

restoredignityinsomeone'slife.Thank

you."

Landa:"ThankyouNanaforstartingthis

andmakingsureeachyearSisonke

CharitableOrganizationshasbiggerand



betterimpactinBatswana'slives.Without

anyfurtherdelay,Iam pleasedtobringyou

aperformancebyaverytalented,

passionateandthiscountry'sbestviolinist.

Shewillbeplayingyouabeautifulpiece

calledYouarethereason.Giveituptothe

beautifulJessy."'

Thecurtainsdrawbackrevealingawoman

whohashauntedmeforthelast5years.I

almostdon'tbelievemyeyes.Wearinga

whiteeveninggown,shestandsinthe

middleofthestage.Eyesclosedasshe

startsplaying,theworldaroundmestands

stillandmyattentionfellsonInathi.She

hasgrownsogracefully.Evengottenabit

taller,withwidehipsandthemyfavourite

boobies,theyarenolongersosmall.Ifeel



myfleshtwitchasItakeinthechangesin

theloveofmylife.WhydidIeverletyougo

Inathi?'Andtheviolin,shehasgottenso

perfectwithit.Shenurturedhertalentso

well.)'

Ethan:"(whispering)Dudeyouarestarring

toomuch."'

Raphael:"Ethan,thatsher,thatstheladyI

toldyouabout.Theladywhohasstolenmy

heart."

Ethan:"Shit!Fu**kingshit.Inathiisthelady

youtoldusabout?"



(Inodmyheadnottakingmyeyesofthe

prize.)

Landa:"WhatdidIsay,sheisphenomenal.

Guesswhatsheisnotyetoffthemarketso

gentlemenyoumightwanttogetyour

gamesupandsweepMsbeautifulInathioff

herfeet.Butfortonight,sheisauctioning

herbeautifulviolin.Soyoumightwantto

comeandcastyourbidonthissensational

piece."'

(IwatchasshegetsoffstagewithLanda

andwalkstowardsuslikeagoddesssheis.

HereIthoughtIwasgoinghavetobribe

Bontleforanotherhookupbutheavenison

myside.Hello



Sugar!

*******************

Inathi

Landa:"thatwasjustbeautiful.IfeellikeI

needtotakeyoutoNewYorksoIcan

makeyouaHollywoodstar."'

Inathi:"TakemepleaseIdontmindatall."

(AsIapproachourtable,Ialmostfaint.

SittingamongstmyfriendsissomeoneI

neverthoughtIwouldseeagaininthis

lifetime.Icanhearmyheartbeatingsofast,

YolandaistalkingbutIcantevenhearwhat



sheissayingduetotheshockIam in.The

ambereyes,theambereyesthatLandon

andLondoninheritedsearchmine.The

wholeroom freezeashismouthcurveinto

abeautifulsmilerevealinghisperfectsetof

teeth.HeisstillthemosthandsomemanI

everlaideyeson.Theonlymanwhohas

evergivenmeorgasm justbystarringat

him.)

Landa:"Jessyareyouthere?"'

Inathi:"Sorrywhatwereyousaying?"

Landa:"Iwasintroducingyou."'



Raphael:"Introductionsarenotneeded

Sug...ImeanInathiandIknoweachother

verywell."

(Hewalkstomeandtakesmyhandand

kissesit.Theminutehetouchesmyhand,

thefireworkscrackaseveryveininmybody

comesalive.TheelectricsparkthatIlonged

forreturnsinstantly.Ipullmyhandquickly

tohideawayhowaffectedIam.)

Lerato:"(laughing)Erengverywellmo

baneng.IsthereanyChemistry,biologyand

physiczweshouldknowabout."

(Askinnyyellowboneladywhowas,sitting

nexttohim clearsherthroatasshestands



upandextendsherhands.)

Melinda:"Idontbelievewehavemet,Iam

MelindaHudson,Iam Raphael'swife."

(Icasthim alookasIshakehiswife'shand.

Heismarried.Iguesshedidmoveonlike

hesaid.)

Inathi:"Iam Inathi,Raphael'sexsisterin

law."

Xavier:"ButRaphaellookssomuchlike

th...."

(BoitumelohurriesupandkissesXavier



concealingwhathewasabouttosay)

Lerato:"Shitisabouttohitthefan.Baby

bringmorewine."

Inathi:"Iam notstaying.Ijustwantedto

sayHi."

(Iturnandwalkaway.Runningformylife.

Forthesakeofmychildren,withRaphael

back.Ifeelmyworldisabouttoberattled

inwaysIneverimagined.ThepeaceIhave

knownforthepastyears,iscomingtoan

end.)

************



(Igrabmychequebookandwriteacheque

toNana.)

Raphael:"Whichentranceissheusing?

Miguel:"Raofecomeondon'tdothis,lets

berational."

Gab:"Thesouthentrance.Sheisusingthat

onetoavoidfans."

(IgrabmyjacketandMelholdmyhand,her

eyesbeggingmenottodothis.)

Melinda:"Raphaelyoupromised."



Raphael:"Iam sorryMelinda.Ethanyourcar

keys.MiguelpleasetakeMelindhome

whentheeventends."

(IgrabEthan'scarkeysandrunafterInathi.

Bythetimeireachtheparkinglotsheis

alreadydrivingoutinahurry.Ijumpinto

Ethan'saudiandfollowher.)

.
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*****************

"Amanwhowantstomaketherelationship

workwillmovemountainstokeepthe

womanheloves."-GregBehrendt

****************

Melindawatchesasherunsafterher.And

shecanthelpbutwonderifthisisher,the

ladywhoownshisheart.Theonlyladyhe

toldherhewillalwayslovenomatterwhat,

evenifhecouldneverpossiblyhaveher.

Kath:"Mel,whydontyousitdown

sweetheart?"



Lerato:"Beforeyoudieonus.Mosieleng

metsihlengoryouneedsomethingstrong

likeVodka?"

Landa:"Ohthatwentverywell."

(TheyallturntolookLandaandshepops

anoliveinhermouthandsmile.)

Landa:"What!?Akereverywellisthelatest

trendingword."

Ethan:"Don'tmindthosetwo,theyalways

uptonogood."

Mel:"TheladythatRaphaeljustwentafter



isshepartofyouguys?"

Lerato:"YoumeanthebeautifulInathi,yes

sheispartoftheghettocrew.Beautifulisnt

she,notfakelikesomepeopleIsee.No

wondersomehusbandscanleavetheir

wivestogoafterher."

Leo:"Rato,thatsabitharsh."

Thelma:"Yes,itis."

Mel:"Ethan,MiguelIwouldliketogo

home."

Nana:"Theeventisstillon."



Lerato:"lethergohleng,tonighthasbeen

somuchtraumaticforprincessCindy.She

needstosaveface."

(Whensheraisesherheadshespots

Bonniestridinginwalkingtowardsher.)

Bonnie:"Madam,Iwasinstructedtocome

andtakeyouhome."

Mel:"ThankyouBonnie."

(ShestandsandgrabsherpurseasEthan

helpsherintohercoat.Hecan'thelpitbut

feelsorryforher.Oncesheisoutofsight



thecoupleslookateachotherandshrug

theirshoulders.)

Thelma:"NomanLerato,thatwas

unnecessary,thepoorgirlwasalready

down."

Lerato:"Afterwhatsheputmethroughin

LondonifyouthinkIwouldjustletitgo

thenyouclearlydontknowmeverywell.I

wasjustgettingstarted.Iwillverywelldeal

withher."'

(Theylookatherandlaugh)

Landa:"CountmeinplusInathiismyfriend.



Igotherback."

Xavier:"EthanandMiguel,howisthatthe

ex-unclelooksexactlylikethetwins."

Kevin:"Itneedsnonerdhleng,obviousthe

unclewashittinghisbrother'swiferaw.My

levelofrespectfortheguyjusthittheroof."

Gabriel:"IsitearlyorshouldIsendamemo

topilotstokewinemakerguyandlethim

knowhegotstiffcompetition."

Miguel:"Heisanonfactor.IfInathiisthe

girlthatRaphaeltoldusaboutandheisthe

fathertothosetwinsthenmyboyalready



wonthiswithoutevenafight."

Lerato:"AslongasIgettoshipthatskinny

fakeharlotinaboxacrosstheoceanIam

good.InathicanhavebothmenforallI

care."

Landa:"Derrickhasbeennothingbutgood

toJessy,Iam rootingforhim."

Ethan:"Thentheybettermaketheirown

childrenbecausenooneisgoingtoplay

happyfamilywithmyboy'skids."

Kevin:"Canitbecouplesretreatalready,we

havethedramatokeepitlit."



Xavier:"Weareleftwithonlytwoweeks

thenwearein."

Thelma:"HereIwasthinkingwewillhavea

lessdramaticretreatnowthatLeoandRato

areloveydoveyagain."

Tumi:"Thereisneveraretreatwithout

drama.Itwouldn'tbearetreat."

Nana:"Ohwellletsmakeatoasttothe

sucessoftonight.Thankyoufamilyforthe

support."

(Theyraisestheirglassesandmakea



toast.)

*******************

Inathi

IlookattherearmirrorandEthan'scaris

stillhotonmytrail.Icantruntomyhouse

becauseIhavepicturesofthetwinsthere.

BontleisoutoftownwithRichard.Icant

keeprunningIhavetofacehim sooneror

later.

Ipulloverbythesideofthecarandgetout

ofthecar.Itsnowornever.Heparks

behindmycarandwalkstome.Assoonas

hereachesmeIraisemyhandandstrike

him hardacrosstheface.



(Hetoucheshischeekandsmirks)

Raphael:"Strikenumber2.Iam still

counting."

Inathi:"WhatdoyouwantRaphael?Whyare

youfollowingme?"

Raphael:"Youpracticallyrunawaywhen

yousawme."

Inathi:"Getoveryourself.Iwasnotrunning

away."'

Raphael:"Really!Whatwereyoudoing



then?"

Inathi:"LeavinglikeIintendedtodointhe

firstplace.Nowwhatdoyouwant?"

Raphael:"Ahugforstarters."

Inathi:"Pleasedonttellmeyouleftyour

wifefordibakatsonetse."

Raphael:"awifewhoknowsthatyouwill

alwayscomefirstnomatterwhat.Come

rainstormsandsunshines."

(Ilookathim surprisedbywhathejustdid.)



Inathi:"Iam nolongerplayingthesegames

withyouRaofe."

(Takingasteptowardsme)

Raphael:"IfIrememberverywellyouwere

theonewhowasplayinggames,5years

ago."

(Hemovesuntilhestandsinfrontofme.

HehasgottenabittallerthanIremember.I

havetoraisemyheadtolookathim.

EverytimeIlookathiseyesiffeelslikeIam

staringbackatLandonandLondon.)

Raphael:"Hey!"



(Hesayssoftlyashetouchesmycheek.My

breathinghitchesandittakeseverythingin

menottoleanintohistouchgetlostinthe

moment.)'

Inathi:"Hi."

Raphael:"Iam notusedtoaskingbutI

goingtobendmyownrulesagainforyou.

CanIpleasehugyou?"

(Ilookathim andnodmyheadwhenin

actuallyfactIjustwantedtoshakemyhead.

Refusehishugandall.Hishandscome

aroundmeashemovesabitclose.Iput

myhandsonhisbroadshouldersasIstand



onmytoes.IdontknowhowlongI

imagnedthismomentinthepast.Hestill

wearsthesamecologne.Ifitsoperfectlyin

hisarms,IalwaysdidandIhaveafeeling

thatIwillalwaysdo.Ihaveafeelingthat

theywerespecificallycustom madeforme.

IdontevenknowhowbutIjustfeelthe

tearsastheyrundownmyface.Itsfeels

likeheisawakeningeveryemotionand

feelingsthatIthoughtIburieddeepwithin

me.Hekissesmytearsaway.Before

kissingmyforehead.AfterIcollectmyselfI

takeastepbacktoputsomespace

betweenus.)

Raphael:"IpromisedmyselfthatIwildo

onethingifIevermetyouagain,something

Iwasacowardtodo."



Inathi:"Whatisthat?"

Raphael:"Iwouldtellyouthis,Iloveyou

InathiJessicaModise,Ilovedyoufrom the

firstdayIlaidmyeyesonyou.Iwillloveyou

untilthelastmomentwhenItakemyfinal

breath.Iloveyou."

(Ilookathim andburstoutcrying.Ilaugh

untilmylaughterturnsintosorrowfultears)

Inathi:"F*ckyouRaphaelHudson.Inever

wanttoseeyouagain.Notinthislifetime.

DoyouthinkIam afool,howcanyoustand

thereandclaim tolovemewhenyouwent

andmarriedanotherwoman."



Raphael:"Icanex...."

Inathi:"(interruptingme"NoIdontwantto

listentoanyexplanationyouwanttogive

becauseIam notthepersonyoushouldbe

apologisingto.Goapologisetothatlady

youleftwhilechasingawildgoose."

Raphael:"Inathi,canyouforoncejust

fuc*inglisten."

Inathi:"Idontwanttolisten,whyshouldI

listen.Soyoucontinuefurthertolietome?

Love,whatdoyouevenknowaboutlove?If

youlovedmeRaphael,youwouldnthave

goneandmarriedanotherwoman,you



wouldhavefoughtforme,youwouldhave

doneeverythingyoucantomakesurewe

staytogetherbecausethatswhatamanin

lovedoes.Hemovesmountianjusttobe

withthewomanheclaimstolove.Osantse

olemoshianyana,lekgwamashi,(youare

stillaboy)youknownothingaboutlove.

Howdareyou,nyweenyweeIloveyou

Inathi,ifyouthinkwestillfallforthat

mumbojumbointhiserathenyouare

clearlyagreaterfoolthanyourlatebrother.

Leavemethefu*kalonebeforeIgeta

restrainingorderagainstyourstupidblack

ass"

(Iturnandwalkbacktomycar,thathe

stupidbought.AsIgetinhecallsme.)



Raphael:"Inathiwearenotdone,wearefar

from beingdoneinfactwejustbegan.Go

aheadandgetarestrainingorderagainst

myblackassandletsseeifitwillkeepme

away.Goaheadandwastemoneythattax

payersworkhardfor."

(Hewinksashewalksbacktohiscar.I

stareathim feelingfrustrated,healways

beenacockyarrogantbastard.)

******************

Ilookatthehugeportraitinmylivingroom

ofmytwins,apresentIgotfrom Thelma

andKevin.Aloathehim forgivingme

babiesthatlookexactlylikehim becauseI

canthatehim withouthatingmybabies.I



loathehim forwalkingaway5yearsand

thinkingeverythingwilljustfallintoplace

likeheneverleft.

IgrabmyphoneandcallmymanasIwalk

tothewineracktofixmyselfaglass.

Derrick:"DoodleBug!"

Inathi:"HeySnuggles.Sleeping?"

Derrick:No,mybedsuddenlyfeelsbig

withoutyouinit."

Inathi:"Iknowthefeeling.Heisback."



Derrick:"Whoisback?"

Inathi:"Raphael!Hewasthereatthecharity

gala.TurnsoutheisbestieswithEthanand

Miguel."

Derrick:"Wow!Howareyou?Areyou

okay?"'

Inathi:"IdontknowhowIam supposedto

evenfeel.Itcameasshocktoseehim

there."

Derrick:"Doyouwantmetoflydown

there?"



Inathi:"Canyoumanageto?"

Derrick:"Idon'thaveanyplannedflightsat

themoment,Iam justhelpingoutwiththe

familybusiness."

Inathi:"Pleasecome,Ineedyouherewith

me."

Derrick:"OkayIwillbetherewhenyouwake

uptomorrow."

Inathi:"ThankyouSnuggles."

Derrick:"AnythingformyDoodleBug."



Inathi:"Iloveyou."

Derrick:"NotasmuchasIloveyou.Andgo

easyonthewine."

Inathi:"Tellmyfatherinlawthathemakes

thebestintheindustry.Andpleasebring

me4more."

Derrick:"Idontwanttobefuellingyour

alcoholtendencies."

Inathi:"Pleasemylove,youjustsaid

anythingformeaminuteback."

Derrick:"Womanthatsblackmail."



Inathi:"IknowandIloveyouDerrick

PhemeloFitzgerald."

Derrick:"IloveyouMrsPhemeloFitzgerald

tobe."

(Ihungupandtakeourphoto,lookingatitI

takeashortprayer.

"DearLord,heisagoodman,andIdon't

wanttohurtmemoreimportantlyinthis

twistedlife,Iknowmyfeelingsforhim are

genuine,maynoRaphaelformedagainstus

prosper.Amen"



Igrabthebottleofwine,glassandmy

photowithDerricktomybedroom.)
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********************

"Dysfunctionisntlove,you'reworthyof

healthyandwholerelationshipsthatarenot

rootedintoxicanddamagingbehaviours."-

AlexElle

********************

MELINDA

********Flashback*******

Raphael:"Areyouwillingtogetmarriedto

manwhowillneverloveyou?Amanwho

willneverbetrulyyours?"



(Ilookathim inhissuit.AllmylifeIhabe

beentoldthisismydestinedhusband.I

haveneverletanyguyormantouchme

becauseIwasreservingmyselfforhim.

Nowthatthetimeishereforustobe

together,nothingcandetermefrom destiny.

)

Melinda:"Thatshowarrangedmarriages

arealwayslike,thecoupleeventuallyfallin

love.Lookatmyparents."

(Helooksatmeandlaughs.)

Raphael:"OhPrincessyouaretrulymissing

thepoint,Icannotgiveyoumyheartorlove

becauseIam alreadyinlovewithsomeone



else.Awomanwhom Ibelievewillalways

ownmyheartnomatterwhat,eventhough

shemightneverbemine."

(Hiswordsstingbuttheyalsogivemehope.

Imethim whenIwas18andthenhedid

notevenbelieveinlove.Soifhefellinlove

nothingisstoppinghim from fallingforme.)

Inathi:"Iunderstand,butIstillwanttoget

marriedtoyou.Iwanttohavebabiesthat

haveyourcuteambereyes."

Raphael:"MelindalookIdon'tknowwhat

wilddream myfathersoldyoubutIdont

wanttogetmarriedinfactIam already

marriedtomybusiness."



Melinda:"Iwillbecomeyoursecondwife

thenafteryourjob."

Raphael:"whyareyousettlingforless,you

canhaveanymenyouwant.Ifyouare

afraidofbeingcutoff,Icangiveyoucapital

andrelocateyoutoanothercitywhereour

parentswillneverreachyou."

Melinda:"Idontwantanyman.Iwantyou

RaphaelHudsonandIwillbeyourwife."

Raphael:"Youwillratherbestuckina

lovelessmiserablemarriagethanhaveyour

freedom,peaceandachanceatlovewitha

manwhowillcherishyouandloveyou."



Melinda:"Iam suremyloveforyouwillbe

enoughtocoverforbothofus."

Raphael:"Seeyoutomorrowattheattorney

office,from therewewillmovetotheDC

office.Getthismarriagethingoverand

donewith."

Melinda:"Yourfamilyisbenefitingfrom this

marriagemorethanmyfamily.Ihavea

condition."

Raphael:"Youareinnopositiontobe

makingconditions."



Melinda:"Thereisonly1thingIwantfrom

you.Faithfulness.Iunderstandthatyou

saidyourheartisalreadytakenbutcanyou

notchase.and,dateotherwomenwhilewe

aremarriednotevenher."

Raphael:"Ijusttoldthatmeandherwewill

neverbetogether.Awomanthatyoubarely

knowisalreadymakingyouinsecure."

Melinda:"Justpromiseme."

Raphael:"Okayfine,Ipromise.ButIalso

haveonethingthatneedstoclickinyour

head,Iam marriedtomyjobthatmeansit

getsthefirstpriorityallthetime.Seeyou

tomorrowwife."



(Hestandsupandwalksoutofthe

restaurant.)'

********Endofflashback************

Threeyearsafterthatpromisewasmade,

hebrokethatpromiseafteroneglanceat

her.Thebloodyviolinist.Heembarrassed

andturnedmeintoafieldplayforhis

friends.

IblowmynoseasIwipeawaythetears.So

muchforbeingmanofhisword.Idon't

evenwhathurts,thefactthatevenafter3

yearsofmarriagehestilllovesherorthe

factthathechasedafterhernotcaringa



minuteaboutme.Istandbythewindow

lookingoutside.

Hismotherwasright,thebighouseandall

themoneyinthebankcannotfillthevoidI

feel,thevoidthathecanonlyfeelifonlyhe

couldonlygivethismarriageatry.Ifwe

werecloseIwouldwriteheraletterandlet

herknowshewasright.

Thedoortothebedroom opensandIjust

continuelookingoutside.Idonthaveitin

metolookathim.

Raphael:"Mel"



Melinda:"GoawayIhavenothingtosayto

you."

Raphael:"lookwhathappened....."

Melinda:"Idontwanttohearanythingyou

havetosay.Whatdon'tyouunderstand?"

(Ifeelhim behindmeashereachesforme

andturnsmearoundtofacehim.)

Melinda:"Youpromisedme,thattheywill

benowomanforaslongasIam stillyour

wife."

Raphael:"IknowIbrokethepromise.Babe



lookIam sorry.Ishouldn'thavedonethat."

(Hewipesmytearsawayandhugsme.)

Raphael:"Iam sorryMel.Iactedlikeatotal

jerk.Ishouldhavehadthedecencyto

respectyouespeciallyinfrontofmy

friends."

Melinda:"kindofexpecteditfrom manwho

toldhiswifethatheisinlovewithanother

woman.Wasthather,theviolinististhe

womanwhoownsyourheart?"

Raphael:"HernameisSu...ImeanInathi.

Dontdothistoyourself."



Melinda:"Whatam Isupposedtodo?We

comebacktoBotswanaandyougetbusy

runningafteryourexlovers.Whatkindof

womandatesbrothers?"

Raphael:"Youdon'tknowherandherstory

sodropthejudgementJudgeJudy.You

knowwhatIcameinheretoapologizebut

itsclearyoudon'tneedtheapologysoIwill

justleave."

(HeturnstowalkawaybutIgrabhishand.)

Mel:"Dontgo."



(Helooksatmeandbringshislipstomine.)

Raphael:"Letmemakeituptoyou."

(InodmyheadasIclosemyeyesandenjoy

hidskillfullmouth.

#Scissored✂✂✂✂✂✂✂)

****************

Bontle

Istirandsmileasfeelhim behindme,his

handsinmyjam-jam.ThisiswhatIwake

uptoeveryday.



Richard:"MorningLioness."

Bontle:"Morningbabe."

(Iturnandkisshim lightly.)

Richard:"Icantbelievewearegoingback

tomorrow."

Bontle:"Theholidaywentsofast.Iam not

readytogoback."

Richard:"Icanalwaysknockyouupthat

wayyoutakealongmaternityleave."



(Igetupandputmygownon.)

Richard:"YoucannotrunawayeverytimeI

talkaboutbabiesandpregnancy."

Bontle:"Allwetalkaboutthesedaysis

pregnancyandbabythisandthat.Andits

honestlygettingboring."

Richard:"Whydontyouwantkids?Youwill

makeagreatmotherB.Lookhowgoodyou

arewithyourgodchildren."'

Bontle:"Iam notreadytobeamother.Ijust

gotmylifeinorderandmycareeris

blooming.Babiesarethelastthinginmy



mind."'

Richard:"Iam here,Iwillbetherewithyou

everystepofthepregnancy."'

Bontle:"NoRichard!Youwillgetanotherjob

orassignmentandgetsenttoanotherwar

zone,Iwillbeleftalonewithkidswithout

evenknowingiftheirfatherwillcomeback

aliveornot."

Richard:"Iwillquitthejobandwecansettle

down,getmarriedandraiseourbabies.You

arenotgettinganyyoungersoam I,Iwant

childrenofmyown."



Bontle:"Iam notreadyforkidsandthats

final."

(Iturnandwalkintothebathroom banging

thedoorbehindmeandmakingsureIlock

itbehind.

AsIstepintotheshowerIletthetearsfall.I

don'tknowhowlongIcankeeplyingtohim,

tellinghim Iam notreadytohavechildren,

whiletheactualtruthisthatIcannevergive

him thechildrenhewants.

Istandintheshoweruntilthewaterruns

coldwhenIfinallycomeoutthebathroom

Richardisnowhereinsightandmyphone

isringing.IgrabitandandsmileasIpick



up)

Bontle:"Babymama!"

Inathi:"Babydaddy."'

Bontle:"Igivenyouthedildoforareasonso

youwon'thavetobothermeduringmy

holiday."'

Inathi:"Justcomebackalready.Imissyou."

Bontle:"Sejesosagagosekae?"

Inathi:"Heisaround.Buthislovepotionis



notstrongerthanyours."'

Bontle:"Well,Iam comingbacktomorrow.

Wherearemybabies?"'

Inathi:"Withtheirgrandmother.Raphaelis

backB."

(IswallowabiglumpofsalivabecauseI

knowheisback.Iknewitsincelastmonth

whenhearrived.)

Bontle:"Really?"

Inathi:"Yesbutwewilltalkabouthim when

yougethere?WhereisRichie?"



Bontle:"Idontknowwherehewent."

Inathi:"Troubleinparadise."

Bontle:"Hestillwantsbabies.Allwetalk

aboutthesedaysisbabiesthisandthat."

Inathi:"Ahh!Youstillhavenottoldhim the

truth?"

Bontle:"Ican'twhatifIlosehim?"'

Inathi:"Richardlovesyouandyoucanget

throughthistogether."



Bontle:"IdontknowJessy.Idontknow."

Inathi:"thetruthshallsetyoufree.Thisis

notsomethingyoucanhidefrom him

forever."'

Bontle:"Iknowbabe.Iknow."

Inathi:"Maybeyouguysshouldjoinusthis

yearatthecouple'sretreat."

Bontle:"Thereasonwhywedecidedtohave

ourholidayearlyisbecauseyouknowwe

arenotgroupiepeople.Youlonginvitedme

andItoldyoutoenjoyyourselfbutforget



aboutmejoiningin."

Inathi:"Itsnotthesame.Icanfeelyour

absence.Mostlyfeelbadthatyoumight

somehowfeelsidelined."

Bontle:"Ihaveknownyousincewewere

babiesplayingwithdolls.Iam notgoingto

bethreatenedby2minutesfriendsyoumet

yesterday.Sostopworryingandgohave

fun."'

Inathi:"Okaybabe.Iloveyouandcan'twait

toseeyoutomorrow."

Bontle:"Tomorrowbabygirl.Loveyoumore.
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******************

"Thereistelepathybetweenhearts."-

Unknown

******************

Raphael

Istandinmyofficelookingoutsidewithmy

phonetotheear.Iam gettingrepriminded

byEthanandMiguelformybehaviour.

Ethan:"Stillthatwasnotfaironher."

Raphael:"IknowandIspentthewhole

weekendapologising.Imadeituptoher."



Miguel:"Maybeitsbetterifyoudontbring

hertotheretreat,LandaiswithNathiand

LeratodoesnotlikeMelsotheyaregoing

tomakethetripmiserableforher."

Raphael:"IsInathicoming?"

Miguel:"areyouevenlisteningtous?You

aremarriedRaph,startactinglikeamarried

man."

Raphael:"Ahh!Am iwrongtoaskifthe

yummyviolinistiscomingalong?Icould

bringmypianoandwemakea

collaboration."



Ethan:"Apianotothebush,areyoueven

listeningtoyourselfdude.Itslikeyoulost

yoursenseseversinceyoumetheragain."

Raphael:"TheladyismineandIwanther

back.Iwasafooltoeverlethergo."

Miguel:"Wellyoumightbelate,shehas

movedon."

Raphael:"Iam notscaredofalittle

competition.Thegirlwillbemineinthe

end."

Ethan:"Raphael,youaremarriedareyou



forgetting?"

Raphael:"Thatswhydivorceexist.Givena

chanceIwonteventhinktwiceabout

leavingMelforInathi.Youknowwhy

becauseunlikeMel,Iam aselfishprickwho

puthisownneedsfirst.Iwillnotsacrifice

myownhappinessfornoone."

Ethan:"Whydidyoulethergointhefirst

place?"

Raphael:"Youknowhowmyworldis,I

thoughtitwouldtaintherimage.WhenI

mether,shewasbrokenandhavebeen

throughsomuch.Myworldwouldhave

brokenherfurther.Thewarsandmyugly



past.Butyouknowwhatsfunny."

Miguel:"No,letshearit."

Raphael:"Ihitherraw,IwashopingIwill

knockherupandthatwouldgiveme

enoughreasontoholdonandkeepme

around."

Ethan:"Youdidn'tknockherup?"

Raphael:"Unfortunatelynot,Ileftafter

gettingmyrevengeandhiredtheDlamini

agentstospyonherfor2monthsifIwas

notsuccessful.WhenIrealisedthatIdidn't

knockherup.Icalledthem offandaborted



themission.Setherfreeandwentontolive

mylife."

Miguel:"AndMelwhydidyoumarryher?

Dontgivemethatshitthatyourfather

forcedyou.Youhatethefuckheadandyou

arestubbornwithamindofyourown.No

onecanforceyouintoanything."

Raphael:"RememberhowIstartedthebank,

thestartcapitalwasfrom thatfucker.So

marryingMelmeantgaininghundred

percentownershipofmycompanyagain."

Miguel:"Andwhatdidhegainfrom this

marriage?"



Raphael:"Mergingfamilybusinessesand

becomingonepowerfulbusiness.Butits

funnyhowIam thebadguynowwhenI

havebeenupfrontwithmyfellingsfrom the

start,Iwasbluntandtoldherthatshecan

neverhavemyheartbecauseitsalready

takenbysomeoneelse.Ieventriedtobuy

herout,givehermoneytostartanewlife

somewherebutIguessherobsessionwith

mewastoomuch."

Ethan:"Wouldn'tthathavescrewedyour

planstogetbackyoursharesforthebank?"

Raphael:"No!Wemadeadealwithfather

thatifshebacksoutIstillgettheshares.

ButintheendIgotthegirlandthebank."



Miguel:"Goafteryourlady,butyouare

againstaFitzgerald,thefamilyownsawine

companyandhavesomesharesinairlines,

plusthedudeisapilot.Youareagainststiff

competition."

Raphael:"Ihavethebiggestweaponto

diffusehim.Shemightdenyitalltheway

shewantsbutIhaveherheartandthatsall

Ineedtogetmygirlback."

Ethan:"Youbesurprisedbyhowmany

weaponsyouactuallyhave."

Raphael:"Pardon."



Miguel:"Itsamonday,sotodayyoucan

catchheratherflowershop."

Raphael:"Iheardsheisaflorist."'

Ethan:"Amusician,afloristandshealso

teachesviolinclasses.InfactIheardfrom

Sunshinethatsheisopeningadanceand

musicschoolsoon.Justwaitingtoget

accreditedbyBQA."

Miguel:"Butapieceofadvice,sortyour

businessoutwithMelindafirst.Setthe

poorgirlfreebeforeitallturnsnastyin

you."



Raphael:"YeahIwillsortitoutfast.Thank

youfu*kheads.Miguelsendthedirections

toherflowershop."

Miguel:"Okaybuddy."

(IhangupandgotomygalleryIopenher

folderandstareatherphotos.IcallDaniel.)

Dan:"Raph"

Raphael:"CanyoucomebackalreadyI

needyouhere."

Daniel:"ItoldyouthatIam goodinLondon.



Botswanaisnotmycupofcake."

Raphael:"IsitBotswanaorthefactthat

Bontleseemstobeseriouswiththat

muscleguy."

Daniel:"DoyouhavetodragB,intoevery

conversationwehave."

Raphael:"okayfine,thencanyougetyour

contactstocheckoutDerrickPhemelo

Fitzgeraldforme.Iwanteverythingyoucan

findonhim,allhisdirtylittlesecrets.

Everything."

Daniel:"Whoishe?"



Raphael:"Aratthathasbeenentertaning

mywoman."'

Daniel:"Melindaisfaithful......ohyoumean

Inathi.Ithoughtyousaidyouaredone."

Raphael:"WellIlied."

Daniel:"IguessIshouldtakethenextflight

out.Youhavefinallywonconvicingmeto

cometoBotswana."

Raphael:"Whyyoucoming?"

Daniel:"Whenyoulockheadswith



Molemogisomeonehastobethere?"

Raphael:"Ihavedamningevidenceagainst

him.Iwilljustthrowhim inprisonthistime

aroundshouldhetrytogetinvolvedinmy

businessagain."

Daniel:"MorereasonwhyIshouldcome.

YoudontthinkstraightwhereInathiis

concerned."'

Raphael:"Fineseeyousoon.Don'tforget

myassignment."

(Ihangup.AsIgetmyjacketandwalkout

oftheoffice.)



Raphael:"Iris,holdmymessages.Iwillbe

backinanhourorso."

Iris:"Okaysir."

**********************

Inathi

Derrick:"Comeon,justonemoredance

doodlebug.Youhavebeensulkingthe

wholeweekend.Dancingwillcheeryouup."

(IrollmyeyesasIsmile.)



Inathi:"Iknewitwasabadidea,tobring

youalong."

Derrick:"Comeon,justonedance."

Inathi:"Okay,fine."

(Iputtheflowersdownandwalktothe

middleoftheroom.Hechangesthesong

andplayMaroon5-IfIaintgotyou.

Iputmyhandaroundhisneckasheputhis

handsonmywaist.IclosemyeyesasIlet

him guidemysteps.Wegetlostinourown

worldaswedanceslowlytothetuneofthe

song.AsitcomestoanendIraisemy



headandlookathim.)

Inathi:"IjustwantyouMrFitzgerald."'

Derrick:"IloveyouMrsFitz!"

Inathi:"Ithasaniceringtoit."

Derrick:"itsuredoes."

(hesmilesashebendshisheadandkiss

me.thedoorchimedinglesindicatingthat

someonejustwalkedintotheshop.

Iturnaroundandcatchhim ashepullte



umbrellafrom hisheadclosingit.Mybreath

hitchesashedustsofftheraindropsfrom

hisblackcoat.Hisambereyesfindsmine

andthereisthatsilentyetpowerful

momentIdontevenknowhowtoexplain.

Beforehepullshisarrogancemaskon.)

Raphael:"Icanseeitsrainingkissesand

salivainhere."

Inathi:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Raphael:"Oh!Sugarhowdidyoukeepthis

placerunningwithsuchpoorservice

delivery?Thatsnothowyougreetvaluable

customers."



(Itenseashecallsmesugarandmoveto

gostandbehindthetellercounter.)

Derrick:"Wehavenevermet,youmustbe

Raphael.Iam Derrick."

(Derrickextendshishandforahandshake.

ButRaphaellooksathim andputhishands

inhispocketsagain.)

Raphael:"Doesyourshopassistant

introducehimselftoallthecustomersthat

walksin.Sinceyouwanttobehelpfulbring

meabouquetofpinkroses."

(Hewalkspasthim.ButDerrickholdhim by



thehand)

Derrick:"Iam notashopassistant."

Raphael:"Ineverasked,removeyour

hands."

(IrushtoDerrick.)

Inathi:"Snuggles,lethim go.Raphael,

Derrickisnotashopassistantheisactually

myman."

Raphael:"Toomuchinformation.Inever

asked.Ijustcametogetflowersformy

lovelywife.Thisshopcamehighly



recommendedbutIthinkitwasamistake.

Servicedeliveryiswhack."

Inathi;"Pinkroses,comingup."

Raphael:"Andincludealsoacard,write

"thankyouforalovelyweekend.Yours

HubbyR.H"

Inathi:"Okay."

(Igoontopreparehisorderashelooks

aroundtheshop.Butcanthelpbutfeel

Melindaislivingthelifethatwassupposed

tobemine,receivingflowersthatwere

supposedtobemine.)



Inathi:"Thatwillbep150alltogether."

(HegivesmeP200)

Raphael:"Keepchangeandtellyour

boyfriendtogethisinsecuritiesincheck.If

hecanthandlehisjealousyheshould

remainhome,orelseyouwillloseall

potentialcustomers."

(Hegrabstheflowersandwalksout

whistling.Ilookathim ashewalksout,

feelingconflicted)

Derrick:"NowthatImethim,Isupportyour



decisionnottotellhim aboutthetwins.

Thisguyisarrogantandhewillmakeour

lifelivinghell.Walkinginherelikeheowns

thedamnplace."

Inathi:"Hey!DontworryaboutRaphael.Iwill

handlehim."

Derrick:"Noleavehim tome.Hemethis

match.Wewillsee,whoisthebetterman."

(Andtheregoesmypeaceflyingrightoutof

thewindow.DamnyouR.H.)
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****************

"Anythingispossibleifyou'vegotenough

nerve."'-J.KRowling

****************

TwoWeekslater

Thecampsite

Thetentsarepitchedupsurroundingthe

firearea,withthebathroomsnotfarbehind

them.Infrontofthetents,thereisthe

cookingarea.

Andatafewdistancethereisaanopen

area,thathasbeencleared.Thewholearea



isfencedwithafence.Campchairshave

beenputsurroundingthecampfirearea.

Thecouplesdrivethroughinacarconvoy,

theyarealldrivingJeepWranglers.The

Mogaesleadingthem sincetheyarethe

ownersoftheplace.Theypackthecarand

getoff,wearingtshirtprinted"Ghetto

Campers:TheKethans."

TheynextcoupleisKatherineandEthan.

TheyarealsoputtingonTheGhetto

Campersmerchandise,printed"The

Brownleys.",followedby"TheMokoenas",

"TheGablands","TheLeolovers","The

Montenegros".Thelastvehicletodriveinis

MelandRaph,theretshirtareprinted"The

Hudsons",Melgetsoffwearingsunglasses.



Lerato:"Heelang!YoudidnottellPrincess

Cindythatwearecomingtothebush,no

camerashere,noneedtocomedolledup."

Nana:"Rato,youpromisedtobehave."

Lerato:"Nyaa!Im tryingbyallmeansto

behavebutthedevilkeepswhisperinginto

myear.IdontknowhowlongIcankeep

beingagoodgirl."

Kevin:"Listenfellows,thisareaishigh

animalterritory,moreespeciallysincewe

arenotfarfrom theirdrinkingspot.Sowe

needtosticktogether."



Lerato:"Veleyoubroughtushereoutthere

tofeedustoyourlions."

Xavier:"Wewillbefinedon'tworry.Sohere

ishowwearegoingtooperate,The

kethansareournavigators,ifwewanttogo

anywherethereareourgopeople.The

Gablandsareourmedicalteam,forany

injuryweturntothem.TheMokoenasare

ourfoodsupplies,theyaretheoneswho

areensuringwearecoveredinthefood

department.TheHudson'sareourwater

supplies,sobasicallytheyhavetomake

surethereisalwaysenoughwatersupple

forthecamperstouse.TheMokoenasare

thecameraguys,capturingeverymoment

andMontenegrosareresponsibleforthe



groupactivities.Leoloversyouarethe

gabagepeople,keepingthecampsiteclean

atallcostsisyourresponsibility.Theother

coupleisnotheresoIdontknow,butthey

wereresponsibleforentertainment."

Landa:"TheywereleavingCapeTownlast

nightsotheywilljoinussoon.

Lerato:"Ididn'thearyoumentionalcohol

department."

Xavier:"Thefooddepartmentgotyou

coveredRato."

Thelma:"WiththatsaidwelcometoCamp



Ghettoguys.Gooncheckyourtentsout.

Theyarelabeledwiththenamesyou

provided."

(Thecouplesgrabtheirbagsandmakeway

totheirtents.)

Gabriel:"Istherecellphonereceptiondoen

here?"

Kevin:"Nothereisnoreception."

(Oncetheyhavecheckedouttheirtents,the

gentssitonthecampchairshavingbeer

whiletheladieswhoopthem somethingto

eat.)



Kath:"SolivedinLondonallyourlife?"

Mel:"NoImovedtherewhenIwas16years

old."

Lerato:"Yaanongkeengneobatagore

claimela.Imeanyouareapuremotswana."

Tumi:"NevermindRato,shehas

menopausehotflashes,theyturntomake

hernasty."

Landa:"SowhenareyouandRaphplanning

onhavingbabies."



Mel:"Iam readybutRaphaelkeeps

postponing.Hesaysheisnotready."'

(Leratoburstoutlaughing.Evenclapsher

hand)

Lerato:"Aoobathong!Princessandyou

believethatshit,Imeantheguyhas....."'

(Thelmapushesaburgerinlerato'smouth

makinghershutup.)

Thelma:"Howdoyouwantyoursteaktobe

likeLanda."

Landa:"Verywelldone."



**********

Attheguy'sside

Miguel:"Howisoperationgetyourgirlback

going?"

Raphael:"AlittleharderthanIthought.She

isalwayswiththatfu*khead"

Ethan:"Itoldyouitwouldn'tbeawalkinthe

park."

Raphael:"Iwillgetthegirl."



Xavier:"Youalreadygotagirlakere,your

wife."

Raphael:"Shewasjustholdingthefortin

themeantimefortherightfulowner."

Kevin:"Iwouldalsotradeherinfor

someonewithabitofmeat.Doessheeven

eat,yourwife?"

Miguel:"Anafricanwomanshouldhave

somemeattothebone,lookatmy

Mashenge,lookatInathi.Youcanseethey

arerealafricanwoman."'

Leo:"Youallaretalkingbull,myLeratois



slenderbutsheisanafricanwoman."

Ethan:"Withaloudmouth.Ibetallthefood

sheeatsgoesstraighttoempowerher

mouthtospeakevenmore."

Kevin:"Nooffense,butIdon'tknowhow

youputupwithher?Hermouthhasno

filter."'.

Gab:"Wenabab'nfundisejustshutup,we

don'tknowhowyoukeepupwithprayingall

thetime."

Xavier:"Ibetheevenpraysbeforehitting

thejar."



(Theyallcrackuplaughing.Buttheir

laughterdiesquicklyastheyhearthesound

ofahelicopterflyingovertheirhead.)

Raph:"Isthereanimalcontrolpolicearound

thisarea?"

Landa:"Nohlesweetz,thatsmygirlandher

man"

Ethan:"Yougottobekiddingme."

Kevin:"That'sjustbeingextrafornothing."

Thelma:"Weknowyouneverlikeitwhen



youregosgetsbruisedbutcanyounot

team uptogetridofDerrick.Heisonthe

emergencypanelwiththechopper."

Xavier:"Youshouldhavetoldtheguywe

dontgetalongwithdramakings,its

obvioustheguyhastogo."

Gab:"Whodoeshethinkheis,bringinga

chopperwhenwecamedrivingcars.Soon

hewillbeactinglikeKingMoswatiwithour

wives,takingthem foranoverviewofthis

place."

Raphael:"Iam gladyouarewithme,the

dramakinghastogo."



Miguel:"Itsobvious,itsoperationgetridof

thechopperguy."

Lerato:"IwillbedamnedifIletyourbruised

egosruinmychanceforachopprride.Iam

onDerrick'steam."

Landa:"Welcometothewinningteam Rato

laka."

(Theywatchasthechopperlandsitis

writtenFitzAirlinesacross.Derrickcomes

offwithInathiputtingonripedfadedblue

jeans,blackairforceonesneakers,dusty

pinkcaps,sunglassesandwhitetshirts,

printed"TheGhettoCampers:TheFitz")



Raphael:"Hehasnotputaringonherfinger.

TheFitzwasomamang?"

(DerricksholdsInathi'shandwhileonthe

othersideholdingsblackfileashewalks

towardstheothers.)

Landa:"TheFitzwelcometocampGhetto.I

wasstartingtothinkyouwontmakeit."

Inathi:"Willnevermissitfortheworld."

(Derrickletgoofmyhandashewalks

straighttoRaphael.Hebeatshim withthe

fileonthefacelightly.)



Derrick:"NexttimedontbloodysendPrivate

Investigatorstodigmeup,simplyaskandI

willsaveyouallthetroubleandmoneyby

givingyoutheinformationyo

uneedbloodymoron.Afternoonfellas,

ladiesyouarelookinglovelyinyou

merchandise."



BINDED

Insert29

****************

"Iam jealousbecauseIknowhoweasily

replaceableIam.Iam nothingspecial."-

Unknown

****************

Inathi

Raphaellooksathim andlickshislips

beforegivinghim hisarrogantsidesmile,

asherelaxesbackinthecampchair.

Raphael:"Wanyelaboy."

Derrick:"Whatdidyoujustsay?"



Kevin:"Warewagonyesanownow."

Derrick:"Iwouldliketoseehim try."

Raphael:"Idontlikerepeatingmyselfbut

sinceyouhaveahearingimpairment,Iwill

repeatmyselfagainsoitgetsthroughyour

thickskull.(Hetakesasipofhisheineken)

Karewanyela!Youarenotgoingtoborrow

yourfather'schopperandthinkyoucan

waltzhereandtrycharmingtheladiesusing

me.Keagonyedisanownow.Nowget

removeyourstupidfilebeforeImarinate

youwithit."

Derrick:"Imadethejobeasyforyou,you



wantedinformationonmethereitis."

Raphael:"DidIaskforyourhelp?OrdidItell

youthatidon'tmyguystogetthejobdone.

Dontgetcockywithme."

Derrick:"DoyouknowwhoIam?"

Raphael:"DoIlooklikeagiveacentabout

whoyouare?Evenifyouwerethemayorof

thisTownorthesonofthepresidentIstill

wouldn'tgiveadamnaboutwhoyouare.

NyweenyweedoyouknowwhoIam?Asif

that'ssupposedtoscareme?Wanyela

Morena.Tswahapelegamebeforeo

sulahalelwakecampbeforeitevenbegins."



(Hetakesanothersipofhisheinekenand

crosseshislegs.)

Leo:"Ao!Thatsit,Ithoughtletanyesana

kana.Iwantedtoseewhowilldeliver."

Lerato:"Kanakehoobabe.Theyshouldsort

thisoutmantomanoritisfisttofist."

Inathi:"Derrickcomeonletsgogetour

bags."

(IpullhishandasRaphaelthrowsthefile

thatDerricksmackedhim withinthe

blazingfirewithoutevenbotheringtoopen

it.IlookatDerrickaswewalkbacktothe



chopper.)

Inathi:"Thatwastotallyunnecessaryand

uncalledfor."

Derrick:"Uncalledfor?Iam notgoingtolet

Raphaelembarrass."

Inathi:"Hedidnthaveto,youembarrassed

yourself.Sowhatifheisinvestigatingyou?

Youarenotthefirstpersontobe

investigatedandprobablywontbethelast."

Derrick:"Areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Youaresidingwithyourbabydaddyright

now."



Inathi:"Ithasnothingtodowithhim being

mybabydaddy,ithastodowithonethingI

toldyouIhate,drama.Wedontevenhave5

minuteshereandyoualreadypickeda

fight."

Derrick:"Idon'tbelieveyou."

Inathi:"Idon'tbelieveyou,maybeRaofe

wasrightyoushouldgetyourjealousyin

check,Iam notgoingtobewithmanwho

letshisemotionsrulehim andactlikea

hormonal16yearshighschoolboy.I

alreadyhaveababyboyInurse,Idon'tneed

toadda35yearsoldmantothelist."



(Igrabmybagandwalktothetentwritten

TheFitz.Iputmybagdownandgotothe

cookingareatojointheladies.Landa

standsupandhugsme.)

Landa:"Heylover"

Inathi:"Heybabe.Ladieshowareyou

doing?"

Lerato:"Itmustbenicebeingyou,having

twomenfightforyou."

Inathi:"Theyarenotfightingforme.

RaphaelismarriedandIwouldappreciateit

ifwewillrespecthiswife."



(IlookatMelpitifullyandsmile.SomehowI

feellikesheisme,andsuddenlyIam Mbali.

RaphaelisTumelo.Historyrepeatingitself.

Theonlydifferenceisthatunlikethereal

MbaliIcannothurtormakeanotherwoman

gothroughwhatIwentthroughdespitethe

circumstancessurroundingmeand

Raphael.)

Thelma:"ThankyouNathiexcatlywhatI

havebeensaying."

Inathi:"Exactly,plusIam happywith

Derrick."

Lerato:"Ishesatisfyingyounow,orstill



needmoredildos.Ihaveawiderangeof

supplyofdifferentkinds."

Inathi:"(puttingahandonmyface)Lerato!"

Lerato:"WhatIheardyoutalkingtoBontle,

yousaidhedoesnotlast,2minutes

noodles."

(Weallburstoutlaughing.)

Nana:"Noitcantbe2minutesnoodles."'

Inathi:"Iam notdoingthiswithyouguys,

discussingmyman."



Kath:"Tellushle,wecanhelpout,ngwana

osalelengoswelatharing."

Inathi:"Heisaloving,caringguy.Buthe

doesnotlastshame!Thatstheonly

problem."

Tumi:"Aii!Kesono!"

Lerato:"Iwillsendyouthedildosoryoucan

borrowRaphael.Iam sureMeldoesnot

mind,oryoudo?"

Landa:"Lerato!"

Lerato:"Itoldyouguysthedevilkeeps



whisperingthingsintomyear.Whycantyou

understand?"

Inathi:"LetmemakemyselfhelpfulIwillgo

setthewatingarea."

Mel:"Iwillhelp."

(IlookathershockedandlookatLanda.

Shejustshrugshershoulders.)

Inathi:"okaynoproblem.Helpmecarrythe

plates."

(Webothcarrytheplatesandmovetothe

benchesreservedforeating.)



Mel:"Howmuch?"

Inathi:"Huh?"

Mel:"Iwanttogiveyouafairchanceto

choose.Option1,Ipayyoutodisappear

from ourlives.Idontcarewhereyougobut

somewherefarawayfrom myhusbandand

I.Oroption2,Itakemattersintomyown

handsandmakeyoudisappearfrom the

faceofEarth.IwouldtakefirstoptionifI

wereyou"

(Ilookatherandburstoulaughing.)



Inathi:"Isthatsupposedtoscareme

sweets?"

Mel:"No!ItssupposedtoalertyouthatIwill

killformyhusband."

Inathi:"ItsagoodthingthenthatIam not

theoneafteryourhusbanditstheotherway

around.Sokeepyourdogonatightleash

mydearandyouhavenothingtoworry

about."

(IlaughandshakemyheadasIwalkback

tothekitchen)

Landa:"Whatdidprincesssaythathadyou



laughingsoloud?"'

Inathi:"Canyoubelievethenerveofthatgirl

shejustthreatenedme?"

Nana:"Youlie."

Inathi:"Iam tellingyou.Shegavemetwo

options;1tobuymeofftorunawayform

myownhomecountry.Or2shemakesme

disappearfrom thefaceofearth."

Tumi:"Whoa!"'

Inathi:"Itoldhershehasnothingtoworry

about.IdontwantRaphael.Youseenow



whyIdontwanttotellhim aboutthetwins.

Heismarriedtoapsychothatwillnotthink

twiceabouthurtingmybabiesonceshe

knowsabouttheirexistence."

Lerato:"Letsfeedherskinnyasstothe

lions.Itwillsaveussomuchtrouble."

Thelma:"Nathi,Ihopeyoutookherthreat

seriously."

Nana:"IstillsayRaphaeldeservestoknow

thetruth.Itdoesnotmatterifheismarried

toapsychoornot.Iknowthepainofnot

growingupwithoutknowingyourrealfather.

Yourbabiesdeservebetter."



Landa:"IagreewithNana,lethim know.He

willprotectyouandthetwins.Melisanon

factor."

Inathi:"Raphael'sworldistoodarkforme

andmybabies.Ihaveshownthetwinshis

photos,theyknowheistheirfatherbutwe

areokaywithouthim.Derrickisthereto

playthefatherrole."

Tumi:"ButInathithatsnot...."

Inathi:"(interjecting)NoTumi,Ihavemade

mydecision.Ifanyofyoudecidetotell

RaphaelaboutThamiandNami,thatwillbe

thelaststrawtoourfriendship.Iwillnever

forgivethatperson."



*************

Intheeveningwesitaroundthebonfire,

sharingjokesandlaughing.Iam sittingnext

toDerrickwhoisholdingmyhand.Directly

oppositeis,itsblazingambereyes.Ican

feelhiseyesonme.Thehairatmybackis

standingstillanditfeelslikemyskinisset

onfire.

Xavier:"Okayreadytohearourfirstactivity

fortomorrow."

Kevin:"letshearit."

Xavier:"Inthemorningwehaveaerobics.

Thenwearegoingonagamedrive.The

reasonwhyweoptedtousejeepwrangles



isbecauseitcanhandletheroadshere."

Gab:"Nnyaa!Youcangoaheadandsayit

dickhead.WedontknowaboutTheFitzand

theirchopperhowtheyaregoingtodotheir

gamedrive.Wethankyouforyourgrand

entrancebutthechopperisaliability"

(Everyonecracksup)

Kevin:"Andusingthechopperisnotsafein

thisarea.Therearepoacherssotheymight

justshootyouguysdownthinkingyouare

theanti-poachingunitguys."

Landa:"itsokay,wecangivethem liftguys



inourcars."

Lerato:"hownesweetz?Mostcarsare

meantfortwopeople.Wellexceptfor

Raphael'scar."

Raphael:"Letthem remaininthecamp

whenwego.Itwillteachthem tofollow

simpleinstructions.BringaJeepWrangler,

mothoenedecidestoplayMrCharming

andbringshisfather'schopper."

Kevin:"Nyaahlebanna.Letusnotbethis

savage."

Miguel:"Sinceyouwanttoplayhero.You



willgivethem yourcarandremainbehind."

Kevin:"sorryIwasjusttryingtohelp.



BINDED

Insert30

***************

"Sheisstandingonalinebetweengivingup

andseeinghowmuchmoreshecantake."-

Unknown

***************

Inathi

Ilookathim irritated.Irritatedbythewhole

behavioroftheseoldmenandwomen.

Inathi:"IfIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldsaythe

Chopperhasallyouregosbruised."

Leo:"Nohlelove,itwasamatterofjust



followingsimpleinstructions."

Inathi:"Wearenotthefirstpeopletonot

followsimpleinstructions.Mostlyifyouall

askedyouwouldhavegottenitbynowthat

wedidbringthechoppernottoshowoff

butratheritwasamatterifgettingherein

time."

Miguel:"Soitwilltotallybeunderstandable

ifweleaveyoubehindbecauseitsamatter

ifspaceinthecars."

Inathi:"Youknowwhatmaybeitwasa

mistakecomingtothisretreatifweare

goingtobebehavinglikeabunchofold

schoolkidswhojustgotpermissionto



spendthenightout.Sowedontcauseany

inconveniencestoyouall,mymanandIwill

leavefirstthingtomorrowmorning."

Lerato:"Aobabeoetserekacleavage?"

Gab:"Thereisnoneedtoleave,thepilot

cangobacktogoandgetthewrangler."

Derrick:"HeisrightIcangobackbutitwill

probablytakemethewholedaytodrive

backhere."

Inathi:"Thepilothasaname,itsDerrick!

Andweareateam,ifyouaregoingback

thereisnoneedformetoremain.Iwillgo



withyouanddrivethedistancebackhere

withyou."

Landa:"Aww!Isntthatjusttoocute."

Kevin:"Butguysifhetakesbackthe

chopperwhathappensincaseofan

emergency.Thenearesthospitalisabout

50km.Andweallsawhowbadtheroadis."

Raphael:"OkayfineIguessitwon'thurt

anyonetosharethecarwiththem justfor

thisoneactivity."

Xavier:"Great,nowtherecomesthespiritof

team workthatIknowwearecapableof."



Tumi:"wewillconcludetomorrow's

festivitieswithbraiianddrinkingsession."

Lerato:"Ihopeyouboughtenoughliquor."

Ethan:"IhopeLeopackedamaskingtape.

Weallknowyouhavemouthdiarrhoeaand

goodatspillingsecretsonceyoudrunk."

Lerato:"Meandyousamewhatsappgroup.

Potogaekaketatshegachechisatsotlhe

dishamarago."

(WealllookatEthanandlaugh)



Ethan:"Sunshineletusgoandsleepbefore

Ilosemycoolness."

Xavier:"GoodnightGhettoCampersseeyou

alltomorrowmorning."

(Theyallstandupandstartgoingintotheir

tents.IstandupandtakeDerrick'shandas

Ileadhim toourowntent.Wesilently

prepareourselvestogetintobed.)

Derrick:"Thankyou."

Inathi:"Forwhatlove."

Derrick:"Standingupformeoutthere."



(Ipatnexttomeinbedandhesitsdown.

OnceheisseatedIgodownandkneel

beforehim.)

Inathi:"IknowImightcomeonalittle

strongattimesbutIwillalwayshaveyour

back.Youaremyman,myprotectorandmy

shield.Theroleofthequeeninchessisto

protectherkingatalltimesandcostsandI

lovejustdoingthat."

Derrick:"Soyouarenolongermadatme?"

Inathi:"Ohh!Phemelo,Icanneverstaymad

atyoufortoolong.Youareoneofthe

humblepeopleIknowandIam justluckyto



haveyouinmylife.Iloveyoubaba."

Derrick:"Iloveyou,MrsFitz."

(Istandupandclimbonhislapkissinghim

passionately.SametimeasLeratodecides

tointerruptthenightforus,shestands

outsidethetentsbythefireplace.)

Lerato:"Heeelang!Iforgotaveryimportant

announcement.Bathongnosex,thesetents

arenotsoundproofandsomeofusare

havingadryseason,dryasthekalahari

desert.Pleasehavemercyonus."

Miguel:"Rato,goandsleepjustbecause



youarenothavingsomedoesntmeanyou

shouldrainonourparade."

Lerato:"Nyaahleng,itwasafriendly

warning,IheardLionsareattractedtotents

withsexualfestivitiessogoaheadandtlof

tlofatyourownrisk."

Derrick:"(Whispering)Doessheevergets

tired?"

Inathi:"No!Sheeventalksinhersleep.You

willgetusedtoher."

*************************

Bontle



Itryhisphoneforthetenthtimenow,butit

stillgoesstraighttovoicemail.Ileave

anothermessage.

"RichardMoeti,ifyouthinkIam goingto

begyoutocomehomeyoujustinfor

anotherdisappointment."

Ihungupthephonethrowsitonthecouch.

Ilookatthewhiskybarbythecornercalling

formebutIturnaway.IpromisedRichard

thatIwillnotturntoalcoholwhenthegoing

getstough.ItrywatchingthetelevisonbutI

cannotconcentrate.SoIreachformy

phoneonceagainandtryhisnumber,still

voicemailsoIleaveanothermessage.



"MyloveIam sorryaboutthepastnine

messages.Canyoupleasecomehome?

Wecanfixthis.Ibelieveinus,Iknowwe

cangetthroughthis.IloveyouRichardand

Iam notpreparedtoloseyou."

Ihungupandputthephoneaway.Asmy

mindtakesmetotheconversationwehad

thismorning.

***********Flashback************

Bontle:"ItsnotlikeIdontwanttogiveyou

children.Ican'tevenifIdidwant."

Richard:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Bontle:"Becominganescortwasnotthe

onlybaddecisionImadeduringmydark

moments.IalsodecidedthatIdidnotwant

childrensoIdidahysterectomy."

Richard:"No!Pleasetellmeyouarelying."

Bontle:"IwishIwasbutiam notlying."

Richard:"Itsbeenayear,awholeyear

Bontlebeggingyouforchildren.Andit

neverclickedthatmaybeIshouldletthis

foolknowthatIcan'tgivehim children."

Bontle:"Iwasafraid,afraidaboutwhatyour



reactionwillbe."

Richard:"Afraid,sincewhenareyouafraid?

Soyoudecidedtokeepmeatbaywithfalse

hope.Doyouevenknowthathopedeferred

makesthetheheartsick?"

Bontle:"Iam sorryokay.Ishouldhavetold

yousooner."

Richard:"No,yoursorrydoesn'tcutitthis

timearound.Icanoverlookyourescort

servicesandeveryotherflawyoucome

withbutthis,thisisnotsomethingican

overlook."



(Hegrabshisphoneandcarkeysfrom the

bedstand.)

Bontle:"Richard!Pleasedon'tgo.Letustalk

aboutthis."

Richard:"TalkingisthelastthingIwantto

dorightnow.Letmegobeforeweallsayor

dosomethingwewillregretthenextday."

(Heturnsandwalksout.)

*********EndofFlashback**********

IdontevenrealisethatIam cryinguntilI

seethetearsdroppingonmyhand.Iwipe



them awayandtrytocalm myselfdown.

"COMEonB!Youarebiggerthanthis.

Strongerthatthis."

Thepepissupposedtohelpbutitjust

makeseverythingworse.ItslikeeversinceI

metRichardIhavelostmyfootingto

becomethisemotionaltearfulwomanI

dontevenlike.

AdmistofmypeptalkIreceiveacallfrom a

ghostIhaven'theardfrom in4years.

Bontle:"Ithoughtyoudeletedmynumber."



Daniel:"bringyourassoutside."

(HehungsupandIlookatthescreenand

smilebeforerushingtothebedroom to

wathmyfacesoIgetridoftheevidenceof

crying.Ipullasilkgownovermyshort

nighties.

AsIwalkoutside,heisstandingleaning

againsttheQ7.Withhislefthandinthe

pocketoftheturquoiseshortsheiswearing.

Hehasthisbigfrownonhisfaceprobably

from whateverheisreadingonhisphone.

Hehasgottentaller.Andmorelightin

complexion.)

Bontle:"Areyoubackafterghostingmefor



almost4yearsnow?"

Daniel:"(smiling)Youhavebeencounting?"

Bontle:"Dontgetcockywithme?"

Daniel:"Itendtoforgetthatyouhavea

shortfuse."

(Iwalktohim andhughim.Hepicksmeup

andswingsmearound.)

Daniel:"Heyshortstuff."

Bontle:"Don't..."



(Hewalkstothecardoorandopensit.)

Daniel:"Letsgo."

Bontle:"Gowhere?Areyouinsane?Iam

onlyputtingonpyjamas."

Daniel:"myeyesightisstillintact.Stop

blabberingandletusgo."

Bontle:"Dan....."

(Heraiseshiseyebrowschallengingme.

AndIrollmyeyesasIpresstheremote

controltoclosethegateandgetintothe



car.IsmiletomyselfasIrecall5years

backwhenIjumpedintoanotherQ7hewas

drivingwhileRaphaelmishandledInathi.

Timereallyflies.)

Daniel:"Iam surprisedthathehasnotputa

ringonthefinger."

Bontle:"Weareinnorush.Whereareyou

takingme?"

Daniel:"KFC,Iheardtheynowhavedunked

wings.Ineededsomeonetoaccompany

me."

Bontle:"FYI,thegirlistryingtostayin



shape.Soyoubetterfindanewpartnerto

gomidnightsnackingwith."

Daniel:"Iam goodwiththepartnerIhave."

Bontle:"Ihopeshewon'tbesubjectedto

yourghostingtendencies."

Daniel:"Itreallyaffectedyouhey."

Bontle:"Keeplyingtoyourself."

(WestopbythetrafficrobotsandIlookon

theleftsideonlytofindRichard'slegend45,

withMbaliinsidesittingonseatlaughing

withmyman.)



Bontle:"Yougottobekiddingme."'

(IsayasIopenthecarandgetout.Iopen

thepassengerdoortoRichard'scarandhe

lookssurprisedtoseeme.)

Richard:"Bontle."

(Idontwastetimetalking,Iunbuckleher

seatbeltanddragherbyherweavefrom

myseatintothehardtarredroad.)



BINDED

Insert31

***************

"Ourlivesintersectinmysteriousways.

Bindedbythesecretswekeep.Opentothe

harm itbrings."-AuthorSMods

***************

Narrated

RichardglancesatmyhisfriendBamewho

isbusytalkingnonstop.Hisbodyisthere

buthismindisreallynotthere.

Bame:"Itoldyouthatyoushouldhavelet

thatgirlgotheminuteyoufoundoutthat

sheisahooker."



Richard:"Iloveher."

Bame:"Butshegotsomuchbaggage,she

hasdaddyissues,sheisbossyand

controllingnotforgettingsheisaprostitute.

Forheaven'ssake,nowsheisbarren.love

isnotenough."

Richard:"WhatdoyousuggestIdothen?I

loveherandIwantedtomarryher?"

Bame:"Naarewagafawaremarry?Marry

theharlotnyaahlemona.Findawife

somewhereelseandkeepherasa

mistress."



Richard:"Thatsinsanity."

Bame:"Insanityiswhatyouarethinkingof

doing.Imagineifyourmotherandbrothers

findout.Theembarrassmentyouwillput

them throughifitevergetsoutthatsheisa

prostitute."

Richard:"Wasaprostitute.Shenolongerdo

thatnonsense."

Bame:"Samething.Aleopardnever

changesitsspot."

Richard:"Youarejustjudgemental.Idont



evem knowwhyIam takingadvicefrom

youwithyourfailedmarriagesand

relationships."

Bame:"Itsbecauseofthem,tjnatIhave

experienceinthisthings.LookIhadtopick

mygirlupbutIam goingforanightjobcan

yougetheranddropherhomeonyourway

home."

Richard:"Which1?"

Bame:"thereisonlyonehleoma***e.She

isknockingoffsoon."

Richard:"Iwillgether.Letmegohome.I



am sureBontleisblowingupmyphone.I

forgottobringmychargeralong."

Bame:"Servesherrightforlyingtoyou."

(Richardgrabshisbackandwalkstohiscar.

HepassesbyrailparkpickingupMbalito

goanddropheroff.)'

Mbali:"Didhetellyouwhattimehewillbe

knockingoff?"

Richard:"Nobutdontwaitupitmighttake

him awhile."

Mbali:"whatdoyouguysdokante?"



Richard:"Itsconfidentialinformationbaby

girl,Iwillhavetokillyoufirstbeforetelling

you."

Mbali:"(laughing)Isthatalinethatyou

guysaretaughtatyourtrainingbecause

Bameliketosaythesamething."

(Helooksatherandlaughsashestopsby

thetrafficrobots.Butbeforehecanreply

her.Thepassengerdooropensandhe

looksstunnedtoseeBontlelookingready

tomurdersomeone.)

Richard:"Bontle!"



(Shedoesnotwasteanytimebutunbutles

Mbali'sseatbeltanddragherdown.Before

kickingherhardonthestomach.As

RichardandDaniekcomeoutofthecarsto

stopher,sheisalreadyontopofthe

defenselessMbalibeatingher.)

Bontle:"OatwaelaakereMbali.YouthinkI

am justgoingtoletyouwalkovermelike

youdidtoInathi.Dontmakethatmistake,I

am notInathiIdontwatchfrom the

sidelinesandcry.

(Danielarrivestoherfirstandpullsher

awayasshescreamsandkicksintheair.

WhileRicahrdhelpsMbaliuptotally



stunnedbyBontle'sbehaviour.Mostlyher

dresscode.)

Richard:"Bontlewhatthehell?"

Bontle:"Dontwhatthehellme?Howcan

youdothistome?Itrustedyou,withherof

allpeople?"

Richard:"Stopallthis,youareembarrassing

yourself,youareembarrassingme.Mbali

areyouokay?"

Bontle:"Iseewhatthhisis.ItellyouIcsnt

giveyouchildrenandyouruntothebaby

makingmachine."



Richard:"Idon'thavetimeforthis.(Opening

thedoor)MbalicomeIwilltakeyoutogo

seethedoctor."

Bontle:"RichardMoeti,'ifyougetinthatcar

withthatthotjustknowthatyouandmewe

aredone.thereisenoturningbackafter

this."

(Helooksatherasheshakeshisheadand

getsinthecar.LeavinganemotionalBontle

therewithDaniel.)

*******************

Inathi



Backfrom thegamedrive,eveningwesit

aroundfireplace,themusicisplayingfrom

thecar,anddrinksandmeat.

Lorato:"Remembertherulesofthegame

youtellasecretthatyouhavenotyettold

yourpartner.Canbebecauseyouhave

beenafaridorthetimingwasnotright?"

Nana:"Ourretreatsarealwayspurposeful

mostlymadetohelppartnersbecloser

thaneverbeforeaftgerthem.Hencethe

activities,sowewillstartwithXavierand

endatDerrick."

(Itakeasipnofmywine.)



Xavier:"Hmm!toughoneletmesee.(He

looksathiswifeandsmiles)Mysecret,is

thatiknowyoursecret.Isawthetestinthe

dustbin."

Tumi:"Youaresosneaky.Idon'tevenknow

ifIhaveanysecretsfrom youthisdays.

Wellmysecretis,Iam carryingyetanother

preciouscargo.Aroyalbaby."

Gab:"Ithoughtweagreednomorebabies.

Congratulationsboy,yourspermsarestill

effective."

Xavier:"Thankyoudickhead.Iloveyoubaby

andthankyouformakingmeaproudfather



andhusbandonceagain."

(Hekissesherstillinvisibletummy.)

Kevin:"Isitmyturn.Wellletssee,Ijave

decidedtoacceptmyfateIstartedtaking

thePastoralcourselastmonth.Ididn't

wanttogetyourhopesupincaseIdropoff

again."

Thelma:"Ohbaby,justthefactthatyou

startedmakesmeproud.Igotajoboffer,

tobealeadarestorationofsomepaintings

thathavebeenfoundrecentlycuratorin

Florida.Theoffercamelastweek,Ihave

beenwaitingfortherighttimetotellyou."



Kevin:"What?Florida?"

Thelma:"Itssomethingwewillhaveto

discusswellwithoutourfriends.Butyeahin

Florida."

Nana:"(shelooksatMigueltearfully)Iam

notcoping,eversincethemiscarriage.Iput

onafakesmileforyoursakeandthekids

butIam notokay."

(Miguelkissesawayhertearsandhugsher.)

Miguel:"Wewilldealwithittogethermy

love.Ihavedecidedtostepdownfrom the

chieftancyandletFergusontakeoversoI



canfocusonyouandthekids.IknowIhave

notbeenthebestlatelybutIwanttostart

beingthebestonceagain."

Nana:"ThankyouandIloveyou."

Miguel:"(kissingher)andIyouMashenge."

Ethan:"(heholdsKath'shand)Thebig

secretisthatIwanttomovdbackto

Botswana."

Kath:"Iknowyoudo.Thebigsecretisthat

wehavealreadyrelocated,Lethaboand

Gabrielleareresponsibleforthemovewhile

Iam here."



Ethan:"Youseewhymarriedyou.You

alwaysknowwhatIwant."

Gab:"Honestlythereisnosecretthatshe

doesnotknow."

Landa:"WellIhavefinallydecidedtothrow

inthetowelandbecomethehousewifehe

alwayswantedmetobemoreespecially

nowthatwearetryingforbabynumber3."

Leo:"ThebigsecretisIlovemywifeeven

whenshedrivesmeinsaneattimesbut

thereisnooneelseIwouldratherbewith."



Lerato:"Aren'tyoujusttoosweet.(She

takesLeo'shandandlooksatallofus)This

isanotabigsecrettohim buttoyouguys.

AndIam hopingitsnotsomethingthatwill

dumpthemood.BecauseIwantthiscamp

tobehappyandloudcampforme.(She

removesherwigshowingusthebaldhead)

AsyouallknowthatIbattledwithcancer,

cervixcanceracoupleofyearsago.Wellits

backagainndIhavedecidedthatIwillnot

betakingchemotherapyagain.Itsmakes

mesickandallitsothersideeffects.Idont

seeitworthyanymoretofight,Ifoughtmy

battleanditsgoodfornow.LeoandIhave

decidedtoletthediseasetakeitscourse

whileIenjoythelastremainingmonthsor

yearofmylifewiththepeopleIloveand

enjoythem asmuchaspossible."



Landa:"(devastated)Lerato"

Lerato:"Iknowyouaregoingtotryand

changemymindbutthisismydecisionand

Iwouldlikeforittoberespected."

(Shewipesawayhertearsandwethe

ladiesgatheraroundherforahug.Andwe

wipeeachother'stearsaway.)

Lerato:"Comeon,stopit.Iam notdeadyet.

Sostopwiththetearsandletsenjoytoday

likethereisnotomorrow."

(Shesaysassheraisesherglassand

drinksheralcohol.)



Lerato:"Atmyfuneralakesurethereisafter

tears,withlotsofbloodyLeratosorelseI

willcomebackasaghostandtomentallof

you.Fairytalecoupleyouarenext."

Mel:"ThebigsecretisthatIsetusan

appointmentwiththefamilydoctor,sowe

cangodiscussfamilyplanning.Iwantto

haveyourchildren."

Raphael:"Oh!MelIam sosorry.Thebig

secretisthatIcalledmyattorneybefore

comingheretodrawourdivorcesettlement.

Iwantoutofourmarriage."

Lerato:"Atleastsomeoneisbeingtrue.



SorryhlePrincessCindylookslikecuffed

thewrongPrince."

(IlookatRaphaelbutheisnotlookingat

me.Derrickstandsupandremovesabox

from hispocket.Thengoestokneelbefore

me.)

Derrick:"ThebigsecretisthatIhavebeen

carryingthisboxwithmeforawhilenow

butneverfindingaperfectopportunitytodo

it.InathoIhavenevetmetawomanso

lovingandcaringlikeyou.AllmylifeI

searchedforawomanlikeyouandIam

gladIfinallyfoundyou.Pleasemakemean

honourableman,willyoupleasemarry

me?"



Inathi:"(stunned)Derrick!"

Lerato:"Holdup!Holdup!Pleasedont

makemecarrythissecrettomygraveits

alreadyaheavyburdenonearthIdontwant

tocarryitonmyafterlife."

Ethan:"Iagree,beforeyoutwostartanew

life,myboyneedstoknowthathehastwo

littleambereyedcreatureswithyouthat

looksexactlylikehim."

.

.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Noteditedbathongsoitwillcontainso

manytypingandgrammaticalerrors.
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*****************

"Itsallfunandgamesuntilsomeonegets

hurts."

*****************

Inathi

Thereisamomentofsilenceandalleyes

turntolookatRaphaelwhoisfrozenon

spot.Totallypuzzledandsurprised.

Raphael:"Comeagain.Whatdidyoujust

say."

(IstandupandtouchDerrick'sshoulder.)



Inathi:"Snugglescanwedothissomeother

time.Iam sorry."

(IturnandlookatLerato.)

Lerato:"Ididnotsayanything,infactIwas

justgoingtotellyou,totellthem that

PrincessCindythreatenedyou."

Raph:"Juststop,stopwithirrelevantissues.

EthanIaskedaquestion."

Miguel:"LookRaph,Ethanshouldn'thave

saidanything.Itwasnothissecrettotell."

Ethan:"Likedamnitwasnot,weallknow



herethatshehadnointentionoftellinghim.

Iam downformybrotherhood.Soscrew

everythingthatstandsinthewayofthat.

Raphyouknockedherup5yearsago.You

havetwobeautifultwinswithher.Andthis

fu*ker(pointingtoDerrick)herehasbeen

playingfathertothem asifyouaredead."

(Heturnsandlooksatme.Ithinkthisisthe

firsttimeIhaveseenhisfacegiveawayso

manyemotions.)

Raphael:"Isthistrue?"

(Inodmyheadnottrustingmyvoicetosay

anything.)



Raphael:"Wherearethey?Idon't

understand,how?(Helooksaround)Can

wetalkinprivateplease?"

Derrick:"No,youhavesomethingtosayto

her,youcansayithere,Inathiiswithme

now.Youcansaywhateveryouwanttosay

here."

Ethan:"Niggajustshutup,whoareyou?

ThisisnotaboutyouandyourICU

relationship.Whereyoueventherewhen

thisbabiesweremade?'didyourhelphim

ashethrustedtoknockherup.Justshutup

already,youareanonfactorhere."

Inathi:"ItsokayDerrick.LetmeandRaphael



resolvethisonceandforall.Yeahwecan

talk.Leadtheway."

(Ifollowhim aswalkstothecar.Westand

bythecarsafardistanceawayfrom them.)

Inathi:"IrealisedIwaspregnantthedayI

gotyourgifts."

Raphael:"Letmeunderstandonething

Inathi,weyouevergoingtotellmethatI

havechildrenwithyou."

Inathi:"Youweregone,Ididn'tevenknow

howtocontactyou."



Raphael:"Itakeblameformissingoutfive

yearsoftheirlives.ButIam talkingabout

nowInathi.YouknewIhavebeenbackfor3

weeksnow.Wereyoueveronplanning

tellingmethatIam afather?"

Inathi:"ThenMelsaidyouarenotreadyfor

children."

Raphael:"(angrily)Damnit!InathiIam not

talkingaboutMeloranyonewhoisanon

factor.Iam talkingaboutyou,wereyou

evergoingtotellmethatIhavechildren

withyou?"

Inathi:"No!Iwasgoingtokeepthem my

secretlovechildrenforaslongasIcould."



Raphael:"Why?"

Inathi:"Becausewesurvived5years

withoutyouandwearebetteroffwithout

youandyourdarkworld.Youaremarried

now,youshouldstartyourownfamilywith

Melinda."

Raphael:"Areyouevenlisteningtoyourself?

Areyouevenmentallystablewena?Youare

speakinglikeafoolwithnosensiblehead.I

am beginningtowonderifyoureallydidnot

evenknowhowtoreachmefiveyearsback

oritwasyourwayofkeepingmeoutofmy

children'slife.ImeanBontleistheresheis

yourbestfriendandsheknewallalong



whereIwas,sheworksforme."

Inathi:"(puzzled)What?"

Raphael:"Whatkindofamotherareyou

Inathi?Whatkindifmotherfightsbattles

usinginnocentchildren?Whatkindof

motherletsanothermanraisechildrenthat

arenothiswhiletheirfatherisaliveand

verycapableofdoingithimself?"

Imathi:"amotherwhowilldoanythingto

protectherchildrenfrom adark."

Raphael:"Dudeareyouevenlisteningto

yourself?deepdownyouknowinfactwe



bothknowthatIwouldhavedoneanything

toprotectmychildrenfrom whatever

darknessmyworldhas.Infacttheonly

reasonIleftyou5yearsagowastoprotect

youandyourinnocence.ButIcanseethere

wasnoinnocencejustavile,evilwoman

hidingbehindapretenseofinnocence."

(Hiswordstings.Theyhitrighttotheheart.)

Inathi:"Soyourworldwasdarkformebut

notdarkforMelinda.Youwentrightahead

andmarriedher."

Raphael:"Isthiswhatitisabout,marrying

Mel.Didforasecondinthatdampheadof

yoursthinkthatmaybesheispartofthe



darknessIwastalkingabout.Infactyou

knowwhat,mymarriageisirrelevanthere.

Samegoeswithyourrelationshipwith

Darium youcangoaheadandmarryhim for

allIcarebutyouarenotgoingtoplayhappy

familieswithmychildrennotwhileRaphael

Hudsonisalive.Iwanttomeetmychildren

Inathi."

Inathi:"Youwillgoandmeetthem afterthe

camp."

Raphael:"No!Iam notspendingonemore

nightwithoutknowingthem."

Inathi:"Wecanleaveinthemorningthen.

Youspent5yearswithoutthem iam sure



onemorenightwithoutthem willjustbe

fine."

Raphael:"No!IdontcareifIhavetodrive

throughthenight,Iam notspendingone

morenightwithoutthem.Youcantakeme

tothem andcomebacktocontinuethe

campwithyourboy."

Inathi:"Youarebeingimp...."

Raphael:"ArewegoingorshouldIusemy

strengthtogetyouintothecar?"

Inathi:"LetmemakesaygoodbyetoDerrick

eya."



Raphael:"Makeitsnappy,afterallyouhave

alifetimetospendwithhim."

(IrollmyeyesasIwalkbacktothegroup.I

reachDerrickandholdhishand.)

Derrick:"Sorted?"

Inathi:"Raofewantstomeethischildren.

Heisdrivingusback.".

Derrick:"Likehellheis."

(IwatchRaphaelashetalkstoMel)



Derrick:"Letmeflyusbackthen?"

Inathi:"Derrick,dontdothispleasenotnow.

Itoldyoutotrustme.Letmegoand

introducethemantohischildren."

Derrick:"AndIcanflyusthere,itsmuch

faster."

Inathi:"WebothknowthatRaphaelwill

neveragreetorideinyourChopper."

Derrick:"AndIam supposedtobeokay,

withyoutravellingalongdistancewith

him."'



Inathi:"Dontyoutrustme?"

Derrick:"Itshim Idon'ttrust."'

Inathi:"Canwenotmakethisdifficultthan

itisalready?Iam travelingwithRaphaelto

goandintroducehim tohischildren.Idont

knowifyouwillbestayingorfollowingusin

themorning.Itsalluptoyou."

(IkisshischeekasIgointothetentandget

mybags.)

Raphael:"MellookIam sorryforthisbutI

havetogoback."



Mel:"Tomeetyourchildren?"

Raphael:"Yes.Ialreadyfoundmyselfan

apartment.ItoldDanieltomovemythings."

Mel:"Can'tyougetthechildrenthenwe

raisethem togetherasafamily."

Raphael:"Melpleaseitstimetoletgoof

yourobsession.Youdeservebetter,you

deserveamanwhowillloveyouasmuch

asyouloveme.ButunfortunatelyIam not

thatman.Ican'tkeepdoingthisanymore."

Mel:"YouaremyhusbandRaphael.AndI



am notsigninganydivorcepapers.Wewill

raisethosebabiestogether.Inathidoesnot

evenwantyou.Sheisgettingmarried."

Raphael:"IknowandhonestlyIdontcare.

ButIstillwantoutofthismarriage.My

attorneywillcontactyou.Ethanwillgiveyou

aridebacktothecityoncethecampis

over."

(Heturnsandgoestostartthecar.Wesay

goodbyetoourfriendsandbeginthelong

journeybacktoGaborone.)'

*******************

Backatthecampsite



OnceInathiandRaphaelleave.Meland

Derrickcallitanight.Whiletheother

couplesremainoutsidedrinkingand

chatting.

Kevin:"Aobanna!Seewhatyouhavedone?"

Lerato:"NyaaEthanistooforwardguys.

KanaIwasnotgoingtotellthesecret.I

wasgoingtoaskifsheisreallysettlingfor

anoo.....

Nana:"Lerato!No,youarebreakingthegirl

codenow."



Gab:"Ialwaysthoughtyouwillbetheoneto

breakthenewsneveroncehadIthoughtit

willbeEthan."

Xavier:"Niggaisofficiallyawomanjust

bringhim ashawlandadoek."

Ethan:"Shutupdickheads.Allofyou

wantedtotellbutdidnothavegutstodoit."

Landa:"YouruinedInathi'sengagement.

Whatyoualldidwaschildishandpetty."

Leo:"Nowhat'schildishiswhatInathi

wantedtodo,youcannotkeepchildren

awayfrom theirfathernomatterwhat



battlesyoutwoarefighting."

Lerato:"Bonang,destinyisplayingwiththeir

fates.Idon'tyouhowyouguysaremissing

thewholepoint?"

Thelma:"Whatfate?"

Lerato:"RaphandInathitogether.Princess

CindyandNoodietogetheronceandforall."

Landa:"Justbecauseyouhavebabies

togetherdoesnotmeanyouhavetogether."

Tumi:"Andwecanbet,InathiandDerrick

aregoingtogetmarried."



Lerato:"Wecanbetonmygrave,thesetwo

willmotmarry.Thatgirlisgoingtomarry

thatarroganthandsomeman.Notthis

hormonalBoer."

Landa:"Ihonestlydon'tcarewhosheends

up,Iam justrootingforherhappiness.If

sheishappyIam alsohappy."
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**************

Youaremyreasonliving,andbreathing.

Youaremyreasonforbeing."-Raphael

Hudson,Binded

*************̀

Raphael

Igrabthecanandfinishtheenergydrink.I

lookatthepassengerseatandInathiisfast

asleep.Shelookspeacefulsleeping.Her

tinymouthpouted.Iwonderifmydaughter

lookslikeher.

Itwillbesadifshedoesbecauseshewill



beaconstantreminderofthewoman

whom shouldhavebeenmine.Idon'tthinkI

caneverforgiveher,fortryingtokeepmy

childrenasecret.MostlybecauseIknow

whatisitliketogrowupwithoutafatheror

thinkingthatyourownfatherrejectedyou.

ItssomethingIwouldneverputmychildren

through.ButyetHistoryalmostrepeated

itselfagain.

Ireachformyphoneandcalltheonly

personItrustinthisworld.

Daniel:"Ithoughtyousaidyouaregoingto

aplacewithcellphonereception."

Raphael:"Planschanged.Lookbookme



intoRoom 52thenlookfora4bedroomed

apartment,childrenfriendly.Havetwo

bedroom decoratedspecificallyforaboy

andgirlchild.Getaninteriordesignertodo

allthat."

Daniel:"Whataboutthehouseyouwanted

metobuybeforeyouleft?"

Raphael:"Itwassuitableforabachelornot

afather."

Daniel:"Idon'tunderstand."

Raphael:"IwilltellyoueverythingwhenIget

there.AlsocontacttheDlaminiIam going



toneedtheiragentsforsecurity.3ofthem."

Daniel:"Whatisgoingon?"

(Inathistirsindicatingthatsheiswaking

up.)

Raphael:"Thatwillbeallfornow."

(Ihungup.)

Inathi:"Wherearewe?"

Raphael:"Weare2hoursawayfrom

Gaborone.Idrovethewholenight,itsjust



25minutesafter7."

Inathi:"Letmecallmaandtellherto

preparethekids."

Raphael:"okay".

(Iconcentrateontheroadahead.)

*************

Backatthecamp.DerricktalkstoMelwho

isdrinkingcoffeestaringintospace.

Derrick:"Iam flyingtoGaborone,areyou

taggingalongorremainingbehind."



Mel:"Iam definitelygoingwithyou.Icant

standthesepeople.Therarejusttooraw

anduncivilized.Itsliketheyarenot

educatedworserich."

Derrick:"Itswhathappenswhenpeasants

tastethegoodlife.Youcantakethem out

oftheghettobutnevertaketheghettoput

ofthem."

Mel:"Areyougoingtofightforher?"

Derrick:"Idontneedtofightthegirlis

alreadymine."



Mel:"Good!ThenkeepheroccupiedandI

willputaleashonmydogsoitstayson

line."

Derrick:"Great.Comeonletgosayour

goodbyes."

(Theywalktotheotherswhoarehaving

breakfast.)

Derrick:"Guysthankyouforinvitingus.But

wearegoingtogetgoingnow"

Xavier:"Aososoon."'

Mel:"Ourpartnersarenolongerhereao



nothingiskeepingishere."

Lerato:"Wellyouguyscanbeacoupleand

stayhere."

Derrick:"Nothankyoubutmygirlneeds

me."

Ethan:"Haveasafejourney."

Lerato:"Fiona,Iguessthisisthelasttime

weareseeingyouakerewenayouexpired."

Mel:"IfthereisanythingIhavebeenprayinv

forsinceIfoundoutthatyouaredying.Is

thatyourdeathcomesfastbutpainful.May



thecancerspreadtoyourotherorgansand

probablyyourmouth.Wearebetteroff

withoutthetoxicityitspewseverytime

openit."

(Thegroupexclaim shockedbyMel's

words.)

Lerato:"(laughing)Ifmylivingirritatesyou

thatmuchthenIjustfoundmyreasonto

startchemo.Iam stillgoingtolivejustto

irritateyou.Youjustsignedmyrecovery

card."

Melinda:"Whatever."



Lerato:"IguessIbettergostartmy

treatmentnow,justsoIcanlivelongerjust

tokeepirritatingyou."

(Melclickshertongueasshegoestoget

herbags.)

Leo:"Areyouserious?Youaregoingtotry

andfightthecancer?"

Lerato:"YesbeginningofJanuaryweare

starting.Howdareshewishesmetodieher

stickylegs?"

Landa:"Iguessweareforeeverindepted

stickylegs."



Lerato:"HeyNoodie,youbetterhurrykana

youhaveanengagementtofinish."

*******************

Inathi:"Wearehere.Justawarningthe

twinsknowyou.Theyhaveseenyour

picturessodontbesurprisediftheycall

youdaddy."

Raphael:"Ohwow.Okay."

(Ilookathim andhelookssonervous.I

givehim anassurancesmileandleadthe

wayintomyhouse.Thehousehebrought

forme.,)'



Raphael:"Youdidnotsellitoff."

Inathi:"ItseverythingIeverwantedina

house.Thankyousomuch."

(Wewalkinthelovingroom andIwatch

him gettearyasheseesthebigportraitof

thetwins.)

Raphael:"ItneedsnoDNA.Theyarereally

mine."

Inathi:"Waittillyouseethem facetoface.

Thepotraitisnotdoingyouanyjustice."



(Thepassagedoorandtwochipmunkies

runintotheroom.)

Landon:"Mommy!"

London:"Mama"

(IcrouchdownasIhugbothoftheandkiss

theirforeheads.)

Inathi:"Mybabies."

(IturnandlookatRaphael.Tearsarefalling

from hiseyes.Heturnsawaywipinghis

tears)



Inathi:"Thami,NamiyourememberwhenI

toldyouDaddywillcometoseeyouone

day."

Landon:"Yesyousaidhewillbringmea

lionthatlookslikeSimba."

Inathi:"WellIhaveasurpriseforyouguys."

London:"Shouldwecloseoureyes?Soyou

dotadaa?"

Inathi:"Nobaby,someonewantstomeet

youtwo.Someoneyouknowverymuch."

(Imove,unblockingtheirview,asatearful



Raphaelturnsandfaceshisbabies.)

Unison:"Daddy."

(Henodshishead.Ashecrouchesdown

,kneelingandopenashisarmswide.

Noddinghishead.Thetwinsrunintohis

armsandhehugsthem.Astearsfall

uncontrollablyfrom hiseyes.Iwipemyown

tearsfrom myeyes.Thesceneisso

emotional.)

London:"(wipinghistears)daddywhyare

youcrying?"

Landon:"Wheredoesithurt?Icanruband



makeitfeelbetterlikemamaalwaysdo"

Raphael:"(pointingtohisheart)here,it

hurtsheremyboy."

(Heputhistinyhandovertheareawhere

theheartislocatedandrubs.)

London:"Doesitfeelbetterdaddy."

Raphael:"Yesmyqueenitfeelawholelot

better."

Landon:"Am Iyourking?"



Raphael:"Yesmyking,youguysaremy

world.Ijustfoundmyreasonforliving,and

breathing.Youaremyreasonforbeing."

(Hepicksthem upandwalkstothe

couch.hesettlesdownwiththem onhislap.)

Raphael:"Sohowaboutwedoproper

introductions.(Extendingbothhishands)I

am RaphaelHudson."

Landon:"Daddyyoustolemyname,Iam

LandonThamiRaphaelJuniorModise."

Raphael:"Idid,didn'tI."



London:"Iam LondonNamiSparkles

Modise."

Raphael:"Hi,MsSparkles."'

(Iwalkfrom thescenegivingthenspaceto

bondasItakemybagstotheroom.His

tearsstillplayoverandovermyhead.I

thinkitsanimagethatgoingtohauntme

fortherestofmylife.WhatdidIalmostdo?)

***********'

Iclosethedoortotheirroom wherethey

arepeacefulsleepingafterRaphaelread

them abedtomestory.Ifindhim inthe

livingroom lookingattheirportrait.Istand

bythedoorwatchinghim from theback.He



isstillthehandsomemanIhaveeverlaid

myeyeson.Everythingabouthim is

beautiful,hisheight,hisdarkoliveskin.His

ambereyes.

Raphael:"Thankyouforgivingmethemost

beautifulbabiesever."

Inathi:"Ithinkyourgenesaremore

dominantthanmine."

Raphael:"Stillandforlettingthem knowI

am theirfather.Ishouldgetgoing.Iwillbe

backinthemorning.Iwouldliketotake

them withmeifthat'sokaywithyou.Iwill

bringthem backintheevening."



Inathi:"Okaynoproblem."

Raphael:"OnceIhavesettleddownintomy

ownhouse,Iwillcontactmylawyersohe

canhelpusdrawaco-parentingagreement

.Andcongratulationsonyourengagement,

Iapologiseourunrulyfriendsruinedit.I

hopehemakesyouhappy.Goodnight."

(Iwatchhim ashetakeshiscarkeysand

walksout.Itfeelslikehejustopenedacan

ofoldwoundsthatweresupposedtohave

healedbynow.)

*******

OutsideasRaphdrivesout,hemeets

Derrickdrivingin.Theylookateach



other,Derrickrollsdownthewindow.

Derrick:"Justbecauseyouaretheirfather

doesnotmeanyouaregoingtobullyher.

This,wasthelasttimeIletyougetaway

withthis."

Raph:"Suremorena."

Derrick:"Andonelastthing,youdonotjust

pitchunannouncedtoourhome.Youletus

knowinadvancebeforerockingup."

(Raphaellooksathim andsmirks)

Raphael:"Darium,wanyelajaanong.Our



homeboyyouarelosingyourmarbles.I

boughtthatcaryouaredrivingandthe

houseyouarecallingyourhome,Ialso

boughtit.Sowhenyoudecidetogetcocky

withmejustrememberyouaresleepingin

thehouseIboughtdrivingacarIbought

andprobablyeatingfoodthatareprobably

paidwithmymoney.Yourstupidwhite

ass."
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*****************

"Sticktotheguythanlovesyounottheguy

youlovebecausethatlovesyouwillgoto

theendofearthforyoubuttheguyyoulove

willloveyouonhisterms."

***************

Bontle

Richard:"No!Whatyoudidputtherewas

totallyunnecessary.Whatifshedecidedto

presscharges?"

Bontle:"Iam notgoingtoapologizefor

beatingherifthatwhatareasking.She



deservedit."

Richard:"Bontleareyouevenlisteningto

yourselfrightnow?"

Bontle:"Mbaliisnotasaintinallofthis.

Afterthehellsheputmyfriendthroughshe

deservedit."

Richard:"Youbeatthepoorgirlforthing

thathappenedyearsback.Andtomake

mattersworseyouwereinsleepingwear

withanotherman."

Bontle:"ItoldyouDanielisafriendnothing

morenothingless."



Richard:"Isthatsupposedtojustifyit?"

Bontle:"Itneedsjojustificationitstraight

asthat.IdidnotsleepwithDaniel.He

cametotakemeoutforicecream tocheer

meupafteryourunaway."

Richard:"Ididnotrunaway.ItoldyouI

neededtimetoprocesseverything.You

knowwhatIdon'tevenneedtoexplain

everythingbecauseyoualreadyconcluded

everythingforyourself."

Bontle:"howcanInotconcludewhenevery

timewehitaproblem orobstacleinthe

wayyourunaway."



Richard:",Herewegoagain,everything

alwayshastobeaboutme.Ihonestlydid

notsignupforthis."

Bontle:"WhatdidyousignupforRichard

Moeng?Letshearit."

Richard:"Iam notdoingthisespeciallynot

withyou.IthinkitsbetterifIgostayatmy

houseforafewdays."

Bontle:"Yesrunakerethatswhatyouare

goodat.Runningawayeverytimewehave

problems."



(Helooksatmeshakinghisheadthen

grabshiskeysandwalksout.Itakeasip

from mywineglassbeforethrowingithard

againstthedoor.Ifeelfrustratedwith

myself.WhydidIhavetoletmyselfbe

vulnerabletoloveagain.Iknewthedecision

willonlycomebacktobitemeintheback.)

***************

Melinda

IholdthephonetomyearasIgothrough

hiswardrobelookingforatshirtofhisthatI

alwayssleepwearing.

Melinda:"Hehasmovedhisclothesand

everything.Iguesshewasserious."



Molemogi:"Don'tworryaboutRaphaelfor

aslongasIam alivehewillneverdivorce

you."

Melinda:"Ihopesobecauseeversincewe

godback.Hisheadhasnotbeenactingwell.

Imeanthiswomancouldbelyingforallwe

knowandforhim tojustbuyeverything

withoutevenatleastdoingaDNA.Itsso

unlikehim.Sheistryingtousethose

bastardstogethismoney."

Molemigi:"Iknowmyson.Don'tworryIwill

bringordertothisifhedoesnotlistento

reasonIwillsimplygetridoftheproblem

thebestwayIknow."



Melinda:"Thankyoufather.Itsnicetoknow

Icancountonyou."

Molemogi:"Youarewelcome.Letmeleave

youtosleepIwillbeintouch."

Melinda:"Goodnight."

(Ihungupandpulloverhistshirtbefore

gettinginbed.IsmiletomyselfbecauseI

knowverysoonmyhusbandwillbehome

tosharethisbedwithme.Inthemeantime

letmecallmysister.)

Kaone:"PleasetellmeyouarecallingsoI



bookyouaflightbacktoLondon."

Melinda:"NoIam actuallycallingtoletyou

knowIwillbestayingabitlongerthan

planned."

Kaone:"WhyIthoughtyousaidRaphael

wantsadivorce."

Melinda:"ThatdoesnotmeanIam goingto

givehim one."

Kaone:"Melyoucantforcehim tobewith

yiuasabate.Pleaseletthismarriagego

andstartfocusingonimportantthingslike

yourself."



Melinda:"Raphaelisfarmoreimportant.He

ismyreasonforliving."

Kaone:"Melthisonesidedlovejusthasto

stopplease.Youareonlygoingtohurt

yourselfmore."

Melinda:"Kaone,Raphaelismineandmine

alone.IfIcanthavehim thennoonewill."

Kaone:"Whatisthatevensupposedto

mean"

Melinda:"ItmeansIwilldowhatever

necessarytomakesurehestaysmy



husbandeveneliminatethreatifIhaveto."

Kaone:"Melsweetyhaveyoubeentaking

uourmedication?

Melinda:"Dontstart.Iam notcrazyKaone."

Kaone:"Iknow,butyouknowthepillshelp

youstabilizeyouremotions."

Melinda:"stoptalkingtomelikeIam oneof

yourpatients.Iknowtheimportanceofmy

pillsandyesIhavebeentakingthem."

Kaone:"PleasecomehomeMel.Thefamily

isheretosupportyou.".



Melinda:Ihavespent18yearswaitingfor

Raphael.NowthatIhavehim youthinkIwill

justhandhim overwithoutafight.Ihave

myinlawswithmehereandIdon'tneed

yoursupportbutthanksfortheofferthat

wasverythoughtful."

(Ihungupandopenthedrawertothrowmy

phoneinside.Ilookatmypillsandshutthe

drawer.)

***************

Inathi

Inathi:"Hey!"



(IsayasIwalktohim andkisshim onthe

cheek.)

Inathi:"Doyouwantmetorunyouawarm

bath?"

Derrick:"Ineedtounderstandsomething.

YourcarwasitboughtbyRaphael?"

Inathi:"Yes,whyyouasking?"

Derrick:"Whataboutthishouse?"

Inathi:"Thehouse,thecarandmyfat

account.Itwasallagiftfrom Raphael."



Derrick:"Wow,soIam reallyenjoying

someonewhohasbeenusingthisman's

thingssinceyear."'

Inathi:"Doesitmatter?"

Derrick;"Areyouhonestlyaskingmethat?It

makesmelessofaman,whatkindofa

manletsanothermantakecareofhis

family.Icanaffordtotalecareofyou.We

donotneedhandoutsespeciallynotfrom

Raphael."

Inathi:"Notthistestosteronethingagain.

YouknowRaphaelisthetwinsfather.Heis

goingtobebuyingthingsaroundhere."

Derrick:"Fatherofthetwinsnotmy



woman'sfather.Icantakecareofyou

Inathi.Idon'tneefRaphael'shelp.InfactI

thinkyoushouldsellthishouseandthecar.

Havethemoneysenttohim.Iwillbuyyoua

houseandacar."

(Ilookathim likehehasjustlosthis

marbles.)

Inathi:"Iam goingtopretendIjustdidnot

hearyousir.
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****************

"Youdontstrikemeasawomanwho

doesn'tjustgiveup.Youarethekindof

womanwhowillfighttodeath,nottakethis

aneasywayoutasaweakvictim."-Daniel,

Binded(AuthorSMods)

****************

(Ilookathim likehehasjustlosthis

marbles.)

Inathi:"Iam goingtopretendIjustdidnot

hearyouSir."

Derrick:"Inathi!"



Inathi:"Ihaven'tevenagreedtomarryyou

yetbutyoualreadytryingtocontrolme.I

am notgoingtosellmyhome,mycarsoI

caneaseyourbruisedego."

Derrick:"Areyoureallygoingthere?"

Inathi:"Whatdoyouthinkthisisabout?You

justfoundoutthatamanyouconsideryour

rivalhasboughtyourloverahouseyou

sleepinandacaryousometimesdrive.So

ifitsnitbruisedegowhatisit?"

Derrick:"ItsrespectInathirespect.Doyou

thinkRaphaelwillcontinuetorespectme

knowingIam sleepinginahousethathe



bought?Youshouldhavetoldmethatcar

wasboughtbyhim Iwouldhavehired

myselfacarsinceIcouldn'tdriveallthe

wayfrom Maun."

Inathi:"Respectisearnednotdemanded.

AndIhonestlydontseeanyreasonwhythis

isabigdeal."

Derrick:"Dontyougetit?Youarebindedto

thisguy,bychildrennowtherehastobe

flickingmaterialinvolved.Abloodyhouse,a

carandafataccount."

Inathi:"Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIhave

toassureyouthatRaphaelisapast.Thisis

materialisticthings,theydontmean



anything."

Derrick:"Iftheymeannothing,proveitto

methenletssellthem.Letssellhishouse

andcar."

Inathi:"Thehouseisinmynameeventhe

car."'

Derrick:"Itdoesnotmatteriftheyinyour

name.Factisthatarrogantjerkbought

them."

Inathi:"IalreadytoldyouIam neitherafool

orapushoverIam notsellingthishouseor

thecar.Andifyouwantthis,whateverthis



isbetweenustowork,youwillgetyour

insecuritiesincheck.Itsnotsexyanymore."

(Iturnandwalktothebedroom leavinghim

inthelivingroom.)

****************

****************

AfterRaphaelgetsthetwinsinthemorning,

IdrivetoBontle'shouse.Itstimetoget

someanswers.Iparkthecarinfrontofthe

houseandletmyselfinside.Sheissittingin

thelivingroom stuffingherfacewithice

cream.

Bontle:"Whathappened?whyareyouback

soearly?Iwasn'texpectingyousosoon."



Inathi:"ThisisnotasocialvisitB,Ineed

answers."

Bontle:"(puzzled)Uhuu!Okay."

Inathi:"Raphaelknowsaboutthetwins.He

foundoutduringthecamp."

Bontle:"Ididsaythemandeservestoknow

hischildren."

Inathi:"Duringahitmomentherevealed

something.B,whathaveyoubeenkeeping

awayfrom me?"'



Bontle:"Nathi,Icanexplain."

Inathi:"Iwouldliketohearthatexplanation,

becauserightnowIdon'tevenknowwhat

tobelieve."

Bontle:"Ididnotgetmyjobonmerit."

Inathi:"Iam notfollowing."

Bontle:"Raphaelsawyouonceandwanted

youhighandlow.Hedidnotknowthatyou

aremarried.Sohepromisedmetogiveme

ajobforaslongIcouldyoutospendthe

nightwithhim."



Inathi:"(devastated)Bontlewhatareyou

saying?"

Bontle:"ThatnightatAvaniitwasnota

coincidence.Everythingwasorchestrated.I

soldyoutoRaphaeltogetthejobIwanted."

Inathi:"Youarelying."

Bontle:"WhenIlefttoLondonitwastogo

workforhim.Icamebacktospearheadthe

startofhisbankthisside.Iworkfor

HudsonBank."

Inathi:"SoallthistimeIhavebeen

wonderingwhereheis,youknewverywell



whereheis."

Bontle:"YesIknewhewasinLondon.I

knewabouthismarriagetoMelinda."

(Tearsfallfrom myeyesasIlookather.)

Bontle:"Itwasnevermyplacetotellyou

abouthiswhereaboutsandmarriage.Ifhe

wantedyoutoknowhewouldhavetoldyou

himself.Andyousaidyoudidnotwanthim

toknowaboutthetwins.SpIdecidedto

keepquiteandletthingsplaythemselves

out."

Inathi:"Howcouldyoukeepthisawayfrom



me?Sincewhendowekeepsecretsfrom

eachother?"

Bontle:"JessylookIam sorry."'

Inathi:"ItmakesmewonderifIam inthis

friendshipnotitsactuallysisterhoodwith

youatallB.Iwonderwhatothersecrets

youhavebeenkeepingfrom me."

Bontle:"Ina....."'

Inathi:"(crying)Youknowtheysaybetrayal

nevercomesfrom anenemyitcomesfrom

someonewearecloseto.From allthe

peopleinmylifeIneverexpectedthisfrom



you,thatmyownsisterwouldusemeto

aheadinhercareer."

(Iturnawaytowalkawaybutshegrabsmy

hand.)

Inathi:"Pleaseletmego,letmegosoIcan

anddigestallofthis.PleaseB.Iam

beggingyou.Letmegobeforewesay

thingsthatwemightregrettomorrow.

Today'sdamageisenough."

***************

***************

BONTLE

ItsofficialIam myownenemy.Idontneed



anyonetocomeoutsideandruinthingsfor

me.Iam morethancapableofdoingthat

myself.

Forthefirsttimein4yearssinceiquitmy

toxiclifestyleIfindmyselfmissingthe

powerandstrengthitgaveme.Itmayhave

beenanunhealthy,toxiccopingmechanism

butitkeptmesane.RightnowIdonthave

controlatall,thewallsareclosinginonme

andIdontevenknowhowtokeepatbay.

Ifindmyselfdiggingthroughmywardrobe

forthebookwithmycontacts.WhenI

comeemptyhanded.Isuccumbtothe

groundandletthetearsfall.



Thatcockybastardmadesurehedestroyed

everythingthatwilllinkmebacktomypast

life.Hedestroyedeverythingexceptone.

Iimmediatelystandupandjumpinthe

shower.Ipulloutmylingerieandfavourite

jacket,hatandboots.Isecurethemask

andapplylipstickasIpulloutsideThe

DlaminiClubhouse.BeforeIcangetout,

myphonerings.Iglanceatthescreenand

itsRichard.

Bontle:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Richard:"IfyouwalkinsidethatClubBontle,

considermeandyoudoneforever."



Bontle:"Isthatall?"

Richard:"BontlepleasedontdothistousI

am beggingyou."

Bontle:"ThebiggestmistakeIeverdidwas

trustingaman.Andremovethestupid

trackeryouputonmycar."

(Ihungup.AsIgetoutDanielpullsoverjust

infrontofmeblockingme.)

Bontle:"Yougottabekiddingme."

(Hegetsoffandwalkstome.)



Daniel:"Thisisnotapathyouwanttogo

throughagain.Don'tletyourcurrent

circumstancestakeyoubacktothe

clutchesofthepast."

Bontle:"Iam sotiredofmentellingmehow

Ishouldlivemylife.Movebeforeitgets

ugly."

Daniel:"B,Iknowthatyouarehurtingbut

thiswillnottakethepainaway."

Bontle:"YouhavenoideawhatIam going

through.Sodontstandthereandtellme

crap."



Daniel:"YouarerightIdon'tunderstand

whatyouaregoingthrough.ButIknowone

thing,thereisonethingIcanattestto,

BontleMoloiisbiggerthanallofthis."

Bontle:"NoIam notDaniel.Iam justababy

girlwhocantoverherdaddyissues,cant

keepastablerelationshipbecauseofher

daddyissues.Iam notstrong,Iam a

brokenlittlegirlwithnochanceof

redemption.Abrokenyounggirlhiding

behindafaceofstrongwoman."

(Tearsmanagetoescapemyeyesandhe

walkstomeandhugsme.Iletthetears

fall.)



Bontle:"Mysecretshavehurttheone

personIneverwantedtohurtandIam not

evensureifshewilleverforgiveme."

Daniel:"IknowSugarplum,Iknow.Giveher

timetoabsorbeverything.Inathilovesyou

andyoutwowillgetoverthis."

Bontle:"Youthinkso?"

Daniel:"Idon'tthinkso,Iknowso.Comeon

B,youarestrong.Youdontstrikemeasa

womanwhodoesn'tjustgiveup.Youare

thekindofwomanwhowillfighttodeath,

nottakethisaneasywayoutasaweak

victim."



Bontle:"Idon'tevenknowhowtoeven

beginorwheretoevenbegin."

Daniel:"Therapy,lettinggoofthingsyou

can'tchange."

Bontle:"Trialanderror.Ihavebeenthere.It

didnotwork."

Daniel:"Youdon'tgiveupafterfirsttrial.So

wegoandtryagain.Thistimearoundwith

yourmindonit."

Bontle:"Idon'tknowhowsittingdownand

talkingtoastrangercanpossiblyhelpme."



Daniel:"Youwillbesuprised.Ifyouputyour

heartonit."

Bontle:"Okay,Iam notpromisinganything

butiwilltry."

Daniel:"ThatsallIwantedtohear.Iwill

hookyouwithsomeone,sheisthebest."

Bontle:"Idon'twantrorelyonyouonlyto

bedisappointedwhenyourealisethatIam

onlyhumanandhavesomanyflaws."

Daniel:"BontleIdidnotaskyoutomarry

me,ebileakeagokopadikobo.Ebiledon't

putmwinthesamecategoryastheother



meninyourlifethathavedisappointedyou.

Itakeseriousoffense.Ijustwanttohelp,

notplayknightinashinningarmour,bethe

friendyoucancountonatalltimes."

Bontle:"Okay.Doyouwanttogoandgrab

thatKFCwedidnothavelasttime?"

Daniel:"WearenotreallydressedforKFC.

Howaboutwedoadrivethroughthentake

alityleroadtrip,toclearthehead."

Bontle:"Andmycar?"

Daniel:"Iwillhaveitdeliveredtoyourhouse.

Letusgo."



(HeopensthedoorformeandIsmileasI

getinside.)
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********************

"Havingbondwithyourchildrenis

somethingmoneycan'tbuy."-Unknown

*******************

Raphael

Raphael:"OkayNami,wins.Soweare

watchingPrincessSofia."

Ilookatthem andsmileasIchangethe

channel.Iactuallythoughtspendingtheday

withthem intheabsenceoftheirmother

wikkturnintoabsolutedisaster.HoweverI

thinkIshouldgivemyselfsomecredit.Iam



actuallybetteratthisdaddything,given

thatIneverreceivedanyteachingonbeing

afather.AndIneverreallyhadan

exemplaryfatherfigureinmylife.Thereis

nomanualatthisparentingthing.

EventhoughIam supermadatInathifor

wantingtokeeptheirexistenceasecret

from mebutIguessIhavetobegrateful

thatatleastsheletthem knowaboutme.It

brokemanybarriersthstwouldhaveforced

metofaceinordertogetrighthere.

Landon:"DaddyboyscantwatchPrincess

Sofiaitwillmakeusweak."

(IlookatThamiandsmile.Heisjusttoo



cleverforhisage.)

Raphael:"Itsfarthatwewatchwith

Sparklesakereshewonthisroundfairand

square.".

(MyphoneringsandIlookatthescreen

irritated.Iwalktothebalconyandslidethe

doorbehindmesoIcantakethecall.)

Raphael:"Ishouldhaveknownyouwillbe

thefirstpersonsherunsto."

Molemogi:"Iam notgoingtohaveyou

embarrassuslikethisRaphael.Iwantto

seebeforetheendoftheday."



Raphael:"Itlookslikeyouareforgetting

something,Idonttakeinstructionsfrom

anyoneespeciallynotfrom youMolemogi."

Molemogi:"Youarenotgoingtodivorce

Melindaforsomelowlifewomanwho

wantstotrapyouwithbastards.Whereis

yourhead?"

Raphael:"Idon'tgetwhyyouareso

obsessedwithMelinda.Ifyouloveherthat

muchmaybeyoushouldjusttakeherasa

secondwife."

Molemogi:"Raphael!"



Raphael:"Youtwowillmakeagreatcouple,

Imeanyoubotharepsychos,sheis

schizophrenicandyouhaveafetishfor

children,apedophile."

Molemogi:"RaphaelIwillwatchmytongue

ifiwereyou."

Raphael:"Whatareyougoingtodo?You

arejustadogthatkeepsonbarkingbuthas

noteethtobite."

Molemogi:"Imadeyouthemanyouare

today,Icaneasilybreakyou."



Raphael:"YouseewhyIsayyouandMel

willmakeagreatcouple.Justlistentothe

nonsenseyouarespewing."

Molemogi:"Iwillhurtyouwhereithurts

most.NowlistenbecauseIsm tellingyou

howallthisitsgoingtogo,Cancelthat

divorceandgobackhomebeforeImake

thatbitchandherbastardkissthefaceof

earth."

Raphael:"(smirking)Isthatsupposedto

scareme?FatherIam goingtoonlysaythis

onceandIhopeitsticks.Ifyouhurteven

onestrandofhairinInathi'sheadandmy

children'sheads,youwillregretthedayyou

adoptedme.Thisisnotathreatitsa

warning.Knowwhentochooseyourbattles



andwhoyouchoosethem with."

(Ihungupandwalkbackintotheliving

room.Namiiscrying.Iwalktoherandpick

herup,wipingawayhertears.)

Raphael:"Shh!Whyisdaddy'sfavouritegirl

crying?"

London:"Landonbeatme."

Raphael:"Landonwhydidyoubeatyour

sister?"

Landon:"SheislyingDaddy,she,startedit."



Raphael:"Namistopcryingbaby.Iam sorry

okay."

(Shenodsherhead.)

Raphael:"SithereandwatchPrincessSofia

whiledaddyandThamihaveaboystalk."

(IplaceheronthecouchasIpickupThami.

Iwalkovertothebalconywithhim andsit

downonthechairtheirwithhim onmylap.)

Raphael:"Landon."

Landon:"Areyougoingtospankmedaddy

becauseIbeatNami."



Raphael:"No,myboyIwon'tspankyou.

Whospankedyou?"

Landon:"UncleDerricksaidhewillspank

meifIbeatNami."

Raphael:"Noonewillspankyoumyboy.

ButIwanttoteachyousomethingboy."

Landon:"Okay."

Raphael:"Namiisyoursister,andboysdo

notbeattheirsistersinfactboysdonot

beatanygirls."



Landon:"Really,evenwhensheistheone

thatstartsit."

Raphael:"Yesmyboy,youdon'tbeather.

Akereyouareaherbrother,youare

supposedtoprotectNaminotbeather.

Whenotherboystrytobeatheratschool

youaresupposedtostandupandprotect

hernotbearher.Abrotherisashieldanda

protectortohersister.Nowcanyou

promisemethatfrom nowonyouwillnot

beatNamiratheryouwillprotecther."

Landon:"Ipromisedaddy."

Raphael:"That'smyboy,nowdoyouwant

ustpshakeonitliketruegentlemen."



(Iextendmyhandanddoahandshakewith

hostinyhand.)

Raphael:"NowgoandapologizetoNami

andhugher."

(Iputhim downandwatchasherunstohis

sister.)

Landon:"LondonIam sorryIbeatyou.I

promisetoneverbeatyouagain.Canyou

pleaseforgivemeNami."

(Istandbythedoorsmilingtomyself,as

Namismilesandnodsherhead.Thamisit



downonthecouchandhugherbefore

kissingherforehead.Heisgoingtobea

charmerboythisone.)

Raphael:"Okayfolks,whowantssomeice

cream."

*******************

*******************

Inathi

Thehouseisquitewiththetwinsoverat

theirfather'splace.Derrickleftthismorning

toMaun.Afterourfightlastnight,wejust

sleptandnevermadepeace.Ipourmyself

anotherglassofthewineandtrybyall

meanstokeepmywonderingofftoBontle

andherbetrayal.



Itdoesnotevenhelpthatsheistheonly

personIcouldbetalkingtorightnowabout

Derrickandhisinsecuritiesalongwith

engagement.

Theintercom buzzesandIdragmyfeetto

goandtaketheopenthegate.Iam

surprisedtoseeDanielemergingfrom the

car.IthoughtitwouldbeRaphaelbringing

backthetwins.

Daniel:"Youlookmiserable."

Inathi:"Ifeelmiserable.Whatbringsyou

here?,Raphaeltookthekids.Heisnot

here."



Daniel:"Iknow,Iactuallycametotalkto

you."

Inathi:"Okay,comeinthen."

(Ileadhim backintothehousebut

immediatelyregretbecausethereare

emptytwoemptybottlesofwineandahalf

bottleonmycoffeetable.Hewillstart

thinkingIam adrunkard.)

Inathi:"CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?"

Daniel:"NoIam good."



Inathi:"Alright!"

Daniel:"Iknowthisisprobablynotanyof

mybusiness.Butcanyoupleaseforgive

Bontlesheismiserablewithoutyou."

Inathi:"Didshesendyou?"

Daniel:"NoshedoesnotknowIam here

andwillprobablykilkmeifsheknowsI

interferedbutIwatchedhersufferenough

tostandonthesidelinesandnotjustdo

anything."

Inathi:"Iam nitfollowing."



Daniel:"Shehasnttoldtouthisbutsheand

Richardaregoingthrougharoughpatch

becauseshefinallytoldhim abouther

inabilitytoconceive."

Inathi:"Shedid?"

Daniel:"Yes,andshehasnevertoldyouthis

butBontleisdepressed,shehasbeen

depressedforalongtimejustputtinga

fakesmileforyoursakeandhermother's

sake.Sheisnottheperfectstrongwoman

youallthinksheis,sheisayounglady

goingthroughmost,shehasneverdealt

withherdaddyissues.Infactmostofher

decisiosinlifehavebeeninfluencedbyher

daddyissues."



Inathi:"Daniel,whatareyousaying?"

Daniel:"Iam askingyoutostopplaying

victim foronceandknowthatBontleneeds

youmorethanever.Shealwaysbeenthere

foryouitnowyourturntobethereforher."

Inathi:"Iam notplayingvictim,shedid

betrayme."

Daniel:"Noshedidn't,theonlythingB,is

guiltofiswantingthebestforherfriend.

Yesshealsobenefitedfrom it.Butallinall,

shehadyourinterestsatheart,sheknew

youwereinamiserablemarriageand

wantedyoutohaveamomenttoenjoy



yourselfoutofmarriage.Andletsjustbe

frank,yesshemightorchestratedyouand

Raphaelmeeting,butsheneverheldagun

toyourheadandforcedyoutosleepwith

him orfeelattractedtohim.Thatjust

happenedonitsown.Infactyoushouldbe

grateful,itwasfrom herinvolvementthat

youescapedamiserablemarriageandnow

amothertotwobeautifulbabieswitha

lovingmanwhowilllayhisownlifeonthe

linetoprotectyouandthetwins."

(Hestandsup)

Daniel:"ThinkhardaboutwhatIsaidand

actaccordingly."



Inathi:"Wait!Howdoyouknowallabout

Bontleandherbusinesses."

Daniel:"BecauseImakeitmybusinessto

knoweverythingwhereBontleisinvolved."

(Hewalksoutandhiswordssinkdeep.)

**************

**************

AttheModise

Pogisopicksupherclothesfrom the

groundastheSnake'sgoonsthrowthem

out.



Pogiso:"SnakepleaseIbegyoudon'tdo

thisIpromiseIwillpayyoubackallyour

money."

Snake:"Andyouwillgetyourhouseback

whenyoubringbackthemoneywithallthe

interests.Notapennyless,notapenny

more."

Pogiso:"Iam beggingyoudonttakemy

house.Icantgobacktothevillage.Thereis

nolifeleftgirmethere."

Snake:"Youshouldhavethoughttwice

beforetakingSnake'smoney.Noone

messeswithmeandgetstowalkfree.

Magogobringmymoneyandgetyour



houseback."

Pogiso:"Iwillpayyoubackipromise.My

daughterisasuccessfulbusinesses

woman,asuccessfulviolinistyouprobably

haveseenheronTVInathiModise.Shewill

payyouback."

Snake:"Good,whileyougogetmoneyfrom

herIwillhavetenantsoccupyingthishouse

soIgetmoney.AndMagogoifyouthink

aboutgoingtoreportme,Iwillbreakevery

boneinyourbody."

Pogiso:"Pleasedon'tdothis,thishouseis

theonlythinkIam leftwithfrom mydead

husbandandson."



Snake:"BoysmakeitsnappyIhavetenants

whowanttomoveinasap."

(Pogisocriesasshepicksupherclothes

from thegroundandputsthem ina

mozimbabwebag.)
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*****************

"Asshelayherheaduponhischest.His

heartbeattoatunethatsoothedhersoul"-

LouiseAlexandraErskine

*****************

RAPHAEL

Ilookatthetwins,fastasleepontheircar

seats.ThegateopensandIparkthecar

infrontofthehouse.Igetoutandget

Londonfirst.AsIwalkinthehouse,Iam

metbyemptybottlesofwine.Adrunk

Inathistandsup.



Inathi:"Ididn'tthinkyouwillbringthem

back."

Raphael:"Ipromisedtobringthem back."

Inathi:"Nami'sroom istheseconddooron

theleftandLandon'sroom isthethirddoor

ontheleft."

Raphael:"Thankyou."

(Iputthem tobedandclosethedoorback

asIwalkbacktotheirdrunkmother.)

Raphael:"Comeletsgetyouinbed."



Inathi:"Iam capableofgettingmyselfin

bed."

Raphael:"Ineverasked."

(SheraisesherhandtostrikemebutI

catchherhandandpullherclosetome.I

putmyhandaroundherwaistandanother

onhercheek.).

Raphael:"Whathasyoudrinkingsomuch?"

Inathi:"You!"

Raphael:"Elaborate."



Inathi:"Youruinedeverythinginmylife.You

ruinedmeforothermen."

(Ismilelookingather)

Inathi:"Dontdothatyouwillhaveme

strippingandaskingyoutotakemehere.

YoutotallyruinedmeRaphaelHudson,sex

isnotthesame,yousetthebartoohigh.

Theycantevenliveuptotheexpectation,its

wack."

Raphael:"iam amanwhokeepshisword

soItsgoodtoknowthatIleftan

impression."



Inathi:"Ihateyou,IhatethateverytimeIam

nexttoyouallIwantistostripyouand

haveyoualltomyself.(Beatingmewithher

fist)IhateRaphael."

(Ihugherandkissherforehead)

Raphael:"IknowSugar,Iknow.Whatelse

didIruin?"

Inathi:"Myrelationship,allwedoisfight

sinceyougotback."

Raphael:"ItsgoodtoknowthatIhaveyour

relationshipinICU."



Inathi:"Ihateyou."

Raphael:"Believeme,Iknow."

(Ileanforthandstealakiss.Shepullsme

closerandputherhandsaroundme.)

Raphael:"(pickingherup)Comeletsget

youinbed.Youaredrunk."

Inathi:"Willyoustay?"

Raphael:"Doyouwantmetostay?"

Inathi:"Yes,Ido."



Raphael:"ThenIwillstay."

(Icarryhertoherbedroom.AndIputherby

thebedasIhelpherchangeintoher

sleepingclothes.Myeyescanthelpbut

lookatherfullbreasts.Theyusedtobeso

tiny.Andherassandhipsgottenwide.She

isafullbeautifulwoman.Igetaninstant

bonerjustbylookingather.Oncesheisin

bedshepartsnexttoheronherbed.)

Inathi:"CometobedLala."

(Iwalktoherbedbutsheholdherhandup.)

.



Inathi:"Sincewhendoyousleepwearing

clothes."

Raphael:"Iam inthepresenceofahorny

drunkwoman,Icanttakechances.Menget

rapedtoo."

(Shelooksatmeandsmiles.)

Inathi:"Youaregivingmeideas."

Raphael:"Itsadbecausetomorrowyou

won'tevenrememberanyofthis."

(IstripallmyclothesasIgetinbedwithher.



SheisallovermetheminuteIgetinbed.

Sheputsherheadandhandonmychest.)

Inathi:"Imissedthis,Imissedyou."

(Sheraisesherheadandkissesmelightly)

Inathi:"Promiseme,promisemethatyou

won'tleaveagain.Youwon'tdisappear

again."

Raphael:"Ipromise."

Inathi:"Good."



(Shecloseshereyescatchingsomesleep.I

putmyhandsaroundherandkissherhead.)

Raphael:"GoodnightSugar."

(IclosemyeyessoIcanalsocatchsome

sleepbutitsdifficultwithblueballsanda

womanwithabodyofagoddessontopof

me.Ihavejerkedsomanytimeinthe

showerthinkingaboutherandsheisfinally

inmyarmsevenifitstemporaryandIcan't

doanythingaboutitbecausesheiswautoo

drunk.Iwouldnevertakeadvantageofa

drunkwoman.)

Inathi:"IloveyouRaphaelHudson."



(Shemurmursinhersleep.Thatonitsown

givesehope.Iwillgetmywomanandmy

familybackevenifIhavetokilltoremove

thethreatstoit.SoonerorlaterIwillhave

allofusunderoneroof.Noactuallysooner

Iwillhaveallifusbrindedbybloodand

marriage.Iclosemyeyesassleepfinally

comes)

**************************

**************************

INATHI

Iwokeupwithabanginghead.AsIleanon

thepillowIcansmellhisscentallovermy

pillowandbedsheets.Allittakesisthe

scenttotriggerallthememoriesfrom last

night.



Inathi:"Shit!"

(Iwalktothebathroom andhaveashower

hopingitwillwashmyshame.Derrickwill

neverforgivemeforanyofthisifhefinds

out.

Iwalktothekitchenwherethecommotion

inthehouseiscomingfrom.AsIwalkin,I

am surprisedtofindmywholekitchena

mess,thereisflooreverywhere,butwhat

meltsmyheartisthesightofRaphaeland

thetwinsbusymakingbreakfast.Mywhole

lifethisissomethingIdreamtof,thefamily

Ivisioned.MyheartachesasIlookathow

heisperfectwithourbabies.



London:"Daddyareyousuremommywon't

bemadthatwemessedherkitchen."

Raphael:"Iam sure,wemadeherbreakfast.

Sheisgoingtobecharmed."

(IclearmythroatasIputascrowlonmy

face.)

Inathi:"Guyswhatishappeninghere?"

Landon:"Mommyitsdaddy'sfault.Heisthe

onewhomessedupthekitchen."

Raphael:"Ao!Guyswethoughtweagreed



todothistogether."

London:"No,daddyItoldyouwemustwait

formommy."

Raphael:"Akoleutweng,boJudas."

(Ilookathim andlaugh.)

Inathi:"Youshouldnevertrustthisonesto

haveyourback.Youwillbethescapegoat

always."

Raphael:"Thanksfortheheadupsmommy.

Ilearntalesson."



(Iturntolookatthem)

Inathi:"Morningbabies."

(Theywalktomeandhugmebefore

kissingmycheeks.)

Landon:"Morningmama"

London:"Morningmommy."

Raphael:"Sit,breakfastisabouttobe

served."

(Igositbythetableandwaittobeserved.



Oncewearesittingdown,weholdhandas

wesaygrace.)

Inathi:"Heavenlyfatherwethankyouforthe

giftoflifeandprovisionthismorning.We

askyoutoblessthehandsthatprepared

thisfoodandprotectthestomachsthat

goingtoeatthisfood.Inthemightyname

ofLordJesusChristAmen."

(Thereissilenceasweenjoythedelicious

food.Oncewearedonethetwinssettlein

thelivingroom whileweclearthekitchen

andcleanupthemesstheymade.)

Inathi:"Raphael."



Raphael:"Yes."

Inathi:"IthinkitbetterifDanielpicksthe

kidsanddropsthem whenevertheyvisit

you."

Raphael:"Why?"

Inathi:"Forthechildren,sothatwedon't

confusethem.Theymightstartthinking

thatwearetogether."

Raphael:"Bullshit!Stopusingmybabiesas

scapegoat.Thishasnothingtodowith

them,thishastodowithourundying

attractionbetweenus."



Inathi:"Iam nowwithDerrick."

(Hewalkstowardsmeandhasmepushed

againstthekitchenunit.)

Raphael:"ButdoeshemakeyouthewayI

makeyoufeel?(Hetouchesmyhandand

sparksfly)doyoufeeltheelectriccurrent

wheneverhetouchesyou?(Hekissesmy

weaknesspointonmyneckmakingmeget

chills)doesheknowyourbodylikeIdo?

Doeshemakeeverypartinyourbodycome

alivejustbylookingatyou?(Smiling)does

hissmilemakesyouwanttodropyour

pantiesandbeghim tohaveyourightthere?

Canhesatisfyyoureverysexualneedand



expectation?(Hemovesclosermakingme

feelhiserection,Ialmostmoan)Doeshe

evertellyouthatthelumpinhistrousers

meanshelovesyou?Doeshemakesloving

him comealivelikeIdoInathi!"

(Iopenmymouthtogivehim aresponse.

ButIjustbitemylowerlip,soIdon'tendup

begginghim tohavemeoverandover

againtillIrememberwhatitfeelsliketobe

ravished.)

Raphael:"JustwhatIthought.IknowIhave

wrongedyouinthepastbutIam askingyou

toforgivemeandgivemeanotherchance

tomakeitupforalltheheartacheIhaveput

youthrough.Givemeanotherchanceto

giveyoutherightkindofloveyouneed."



(Iopenmyeyestosaysomethingbuthe

puthisfingeracrossmylipsshuttingme

up.)

Raphael:"Iknowyouaresousedto

sacrificingyourownhappinessforother

peoplebutrightnowIam askingyoutobe

selffishandputyourownhappinessfirst.

OnelastthingItoldyouthefirstnightwe

metthatIam notaverypatientman,Iwon't

keepplayingmouseandcatwithyouand

Derrick.Iam pursuingyounow,butifyou

pushmeawayagainjustknowthatwillbeit.

Iwillmoveonwithmylifebecauseno

matterhowmuchIloveyouInathibutI

knowbetterthantochaseafterawoman

mywholelife.SothinkhardaboutwhatI



saidbabymama."

(Hekissesmyforehead)

Raphael:"Letmegohome.Ineedtobeat

theofficeat10am."

Inathi:"Youworkevenonfestive."

Raphael:"Inowhaveafamilytofeed,there

isnoresttime."

(Iwatchashesayshisgoodbyetohiskids.

Togetherwewalkhim outopenthegatefor

him andwaveashedrivesout.)

***********************



***********************

Melinda

Itakeasipofmycoffeetokeepawake.I

havebeenparkedoutsideherhousesince

lastnight.Ineedtoseeifhereallyspentthe

nighthere.

Ifeellikeagitated,ittookallmycouragenot

todrivemycarrightthroughherwalllast

night.Howdaresheletsmymanspendthe

nightinherhouseknowingverywellhis

homeiswithme.

Thegateopensandhiscardrivesout.He

parkoutsideasherollsdownthewindow.

OnhisfacethereisabigsmilethatIhave



neverseenbefore.Twokidsthatlook

excatlylikehim waveathim.Inathiis

behindhim smilingatmyman.

Ragefeelsmeup,shehasstolenmyman

andchildren.Thosebabiesaresupposedto

bemine.Thisissupposedtobemyfamily.

IfshethinksIam goingtolethergetaway

withstealingmymanandchildrenthenshe

hasnoideawhosheismessingwith.

IwaituntilhiscarisoutofsightbeforeIget

offmycarandcrosstheroad.Ibuzzthe

intercom andthegateopens.Iwalkinside

herbeautifulyard.Shehasevenstolenmy

home.Sheemergesfrom thehouseall

smiles.



Inathi:"Missingus......Melinda."

(Shelookssurprisedtoseeme.)

Melinda:"Iwarnedyouregardingmyman."'
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******************

"Sistersarelikefatthighstheystick

together."-Unknown

******************

Inathi

Melinda:"Iwarnedyouregardingmyman."'

Ilookather,shelookssodisoriented.She

hasdarkcirclesaroundhereyesandher

clothesarewrinkledlikeshesleptonthem.

Inathi:"Youwarnedmebutlookslikeyou

alsoforgotsomething.Youforgottoputon



atightleashonyourdog."

Melinda:"Iam notinthemoodforyour

jokestoday.Youstolesomuchfrom me

andIintendtotakeitallbackstartingwith

myman."

Inathi:"Ihaveneverheardofamanbeing

stolen.Especiallyanalphamachomanlike

Raphael."

Melinda:"Wellyoustolehim andguess

what,heisnottheonlythingyoustolefrom

me.Youalsostolemychildren."

(Ilookathertotallylost.Igotnoideawhat



sheistalkingabout.)

Inathi:"Whatchildren?"

Melinda:"Thetwins,theyshouldbemine."

Inathi:"Youhavelostyourmarbles.Wellgo

onandmakeyourownbecausethetwins

aremine."

(Shechargestowardsme)

Melinda:"Iam goingtokillyoutoday."

Inathi:"LandontakeLondonandgotomy



room lockyourselfinside.Mommyhasto

takecareofaminorproblem."

(Imakesuremychildrenareoutofthe

room beforeIfacethebullthatsheading

towardsmeinhighspeed.)

Inathi:"Beatingme,orkillingmewon'tmake

Raphaelstay.Ifhedoesnotwantyoucant

forcehim tostayandloveyou."

Melinda:"Shutup,youknownothing.He

lovedmeuntilyoucamebackyouwitch."

(Shethrowsherfirstblowknockingmeoff

myfeet.AsItrytoraisefrom theground,



sheisalreadyontoponme.Sittingonmy

stomach,shestranglesme,blockingmyair

passage.)

Melinda:"Diebitch,dieyouuglywitch.You

thinkIwillletyoustealmyman.Diewitch."

(Ikickmylegsandscratchherwithmy

nailsbutsheisnotmovingatall.Iseemy

lifeflashbeforemyeyesassheputmore

pressure.MybladdergivesinandIpeeon

myself.)

Melinda:"Diewitch.Die."

(Ididnthearthem astheywalkinbutIhave



neverbeensogratefulinmylife.Daniel

pullsthefightingMelfrom mewhile

Raphaelhelpsmesitup.)

Mel:"Letmekillthebitch."

Raphael:"ItoldyouDan.Itoldyouitwas

hercar.Jessicaareyouokay?"

(Ilookathim andletthetearsfall.Im so

embarrassedandashamed.ButmostlyI

am soscared,whatiftheydidnotgethere

ontime.)

Raphael:"Shh!Itsokay,Iam herenowand

willbethelasttimesomethinglikethisever



happen.Whereareourbabies?"

Inathi:"(inahoarsevoice)Inmyroom.Itold

them tolockthemselvesinthere."

(Iwipethebloodthatfallsfrom mynose)

Raphael:"Daniel,getheroutofhere.Iwill

dealwithheronceIam certainmyfamilyis

okay.WhileonitcallDrG,lethim knowhe

hastodohousevisit."

Inathi:"Idontneedadoctor.Iam okay."

(DanielcarriesthehystericalMelinda

outside)



Raphael:"Comeletsgetyoucleanedup."

(Idropmyheadinshame.HoweverRaphael

useshisfingertopickupmychinand

makesmelookathim)

Raphael:"Iam sosorryIdraggedyouinto

allofthis.Melisapsychpatient,shewas

diagnosedwithschizophreniaabout2years

ago.AndIam sorrybutMelisnottheonly

personyouhavetobeworriedabout.My

fatheralsomightbeatargetagainstyour

back."

Inathi:"Pleaseleave."



Raphael:"No!Inathithisisnotthetimefor

youtopushme.Ineedtobeheretoprotect

you,myfatherisdangerous."

Inathi:"ThisisthewholereasonwhyIdidn't

wantyoubackinourlives.Justtakeyour

dramaandleavemealoneRaphael."

Raphael:"Don'tletthem win,wecanwin

this.IknowIhavethesupportofmymother

andsister.Melandfathercanneverwin."

Inathi:"Justgoplease.Gobeforeyourwife

comesbacktofinishmeoff."



Raphael:"sheisnotmywife."

(Iraisemyhandandstrilehim acrossthe

face.)

Inathi:"Don'tinsultme.Justgo,Iwillnotbe

theotherwoman,Iam worthyofsomuch.

Gotoyourpyschocrazywife."

(Istandupandwalktowardsmyroom)

Raphael:"Atleastletmehireyousecurity.

Pleaseletmemakesureyouandthetwins

areokayatleast."

(Iignorehim asIcontinuewalkingtomy



room.ItrytoopenbutIfinditlocked.I

smiletomyselfdespitethepainim feeling.)

Inathi:"Landonopenforme?"

Landon:"Password?"

(Hisstatementmakestoshedmoretears.

WhenItaughtthem thisIneverthought

theywillholdit.)

Inathi:"Prinkles."

(Ihearthekeyturninsideandthedoor

opens.Itakeaminutetocomposemyself.I

lookattheandsmile.)



Inathi:"(kissinghisforehead)Youdidgood

myboy.Iam proud."

London:"Mommyareyouokay?"

Inathi:"Yesbaby,mommyisfine."

Raphael:"Comeonguys,letsgogetsome

icecream whilemommyrests."

(Iturntofindhim standingbehindme.The

twinswalktohim whileIwalktothe

bathroom.Ipreparemyselfawarm bubble

bath.)



******************

Inathi:"ThankyouDoctor.Iwilltakeallthe

medication."

DrG:"Noneedtothankme.Wasjustdoing

myjob."

(Iwalkhim outtofindBontleandDaniel

withthreeotherpeopleIdontknow.Bontle

stridestomeandhugsme.)

Bontle:"Dantoldmewhathappened.Iknow

youaremadatmebutIcouldstayaway."

(Ihugher)



Inathi:"Thankyouforcoming.(Iturnto

Daniel)and?"

Dan:"Yoursecuritydetail.Theyarethebest

intheindustry.(Pointingftothelady)Agent

55,andthatsAgent95&45.Agent55will

beresponsibleforyouand95&45forthe

twins."

Inathi:"Isthisallneccesary?"

Daniel:"TodayMelalmostkilledyou.Which

showedmeyouhavenosurvivingchance

againstMolemogi."

Inathi:"Molemogi?"



Daniel:"Raph'sadoptivefather."

Inathi:"Okay.Andtwins?"

Daniel:"Raphiswiththem hesaidhewill

keepthem fortonightsohegivesyoutime

torecover."

Inathi:"Alright.Ifyoudon'tmindIwoudlike

totalktoB,alone."

Daniel:"Alright.Bontlewewilltalk."

Bontle:"Okay."



(Ileadhertothelivingroom.)

Bontle:"Areyouokay?Whathappened?"

Inathi:"Iam okay.Alothashappenedbut

tonightwearenottalkingaboutme.FirstlyI

am nothappythatyoukeptsecretsfrom

me,wemadeapactthatwewillnotkeep

secretsfrom oneanotherandIexpectyou

toupholdthatpact.Secondlyyouneedto

actingalmachostrongwhenyouare

suffering.Iam yourfriendnoscrewthatI

am yoursister,ifyoudon'ttellmeyour

troublesandproblemsIhonestlydon't

knowwhoyouaretelling.Thirdlywhereis

Richard?Whatisgoingon?Lastlywhat



othersecretsareyoukeepingfrom me?"

Bontle:"Idontknowhowtoexpressmy

feelings.MaybeIam sousedtohiding

them andactingstrongthatithasgrownon

me.Buttruthis,Inevergotoverthe

childhoodtrauma.WhenIwasatUBI

buriedmyselfinmystudiestosupressit,

andwhenIstartedworking,Ioverworked

myselftohideall."

Inathi:"B,alltheseyearsyouhavebeen

sufferinginsilencewhenwethoughtyou

werereallyoverit."

Bontle:"Inevergotoverit,itgotsobadthat

Ifoundhim andstartedstalkinghim.But



thatsnothalfofit."

Inathi:"Thereismore.Whydidn'tyousay

anything?"

Bontle:"BecauseIthoughtIhaditunder

control.AndIdidnotwanttocomeoutand

tellyouguysthatIam sinkingindepression.

ThosethingsareforwhitepeoplenotBlack

peoplelikeus."

(Imovetositnexttoher)

Inathi:"Babe,depressiondoesnot

discriminateaccordingtoskincoloritsfor

everyone,black,white,yellow,pink.



Everyone.Yousaidthereismore?"

Bontle:"Ifoundawaytodealwiththepain.

Byinflictingintosomeoneelse,intoother

men."

Inathi:"Idontunderstand."

Bontle:"Iam orwasapaidescort."

Inathi:"Escort?"

Bontle:"Afancynameforprostitute.A

commercialsexworker."



(Ilookatherandlaugh)

Inathi:"IfyouareaprostitutethenIam a

killer."

(Shegivesadeathstare)

Inathi:"Youarenotlying?"

Bontle:"WhywouldIlieafteryoujust

scoldedmeaboutsecrets?"

Inathi:"Idon'tunderstand,why?Itsnotlike

youneedthemoney."



Bontle:"Itwasneveraboutthemoney,it

wasacopingmechanism."

Inathi:"Helpmeunderstand,howdoes

havingsexwithstrangershelpyoucope?"

Bontle:"SometimesIadmireyour

innocence.Itsnottheregularsexyouare

thinking."

Inathi:"(puzzled)Itsnot?"

Bontle:"No,theyarerichmen,whohave

darkfetish.Whoenjoyitwhentheygettied

downandwhippedbywomen.Whowould

killforanythingtohaveawomantorture



them.TheywantpainIbringit.Iwantto

punishthem soitsawinwinforallofus."

Inathi:"Balancemehere,sothismenpay

yousoyouwhipthem andpunishthem."

Bontle:"Correctitbringsthem pleasure."

Inathi:"Yousaidyouwere?Younolonger

doit?"

Bontle:"Richardmademequitit.AndDaniel

hasnowpursuedmetotrycounselling."

Inathi:"ThankGod,thatwasnowaytolive.

AndIam sodevastated.Youwentthrough



allthisandInevernoticedathing."

Bontle:"Idon'tblameyou,ItoldyouIam

goodathidingmyemotions."

Inathi:"PromisemeB,thatyouwillnever

keepanythingfrom me."

Bontle:"Ipromisefrom nowonIwillbe

honestwithmyfeelingsandemotions."

Inathi:"Thankyou."

(Ihugher.)



Inathi:"WhataboutRichard?"

Bontle:"Imessedthatup.Itoldhim the

truthbutthingswentsouth.Idon'teven

knowhowtofixthingsupbecauseIlove

him JessyandIdon'twanttolosehim."

Inathi:"Messthingshow?"

Bontle:"Ithinkwewillneedwine,sinceyou

areinpillsIwilldrinkforthetwoofus."

Inathi:"Thedoctorneversaudanything

aboutnotdrinking."

Bontle:"Youcan'ttakepainkillerswith



alcohol.SoIwilldrinkforthetwoofus.You

canhavehoneywithwarm water,God

knowsyouneeditafteryouwerestrangled.

Andwearetakingdefenseclassesasap,

youcannotgetyourasswhippedbyPogiso

thenbyMelindaagain.Iwillnotsupporta

defenselessfighter."

(Ilookatherandsmileasshepoursherself

aglassofwine.)
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***********************

"Idonrthinkanyoneiseverreadybutwhen

someonemakesyoufeelaliveagain.Its

worthtakingtherisk.-NikkiRowe

***********************

Raphael

Ilookatthem inthebackbusychattingto

eachother.IfeelagitatedbecauseIdont

evenknowwhatwouldhavehappenedto

theifIdidnotcomewhenIdid.

Raphael:"LookKaoneIknowyouareabusy

womanbutyouhonestlyneedtocometo



getyoursisterorIwillshipherofftosome

mentalhospitalandyouwillneverseeher

again."

Kaone:"Youdon'tmeanthat,sheisyour

wife.".

Raphael:"Notanymore,ItoldyouIam

gettingadivorce."

Kaone:"Can'tyougetheradmittedat

Sabrana."

Raphael:"No!Idontwanthernearmy

family.Cometakeher,Londonhasthebest

medicalfacilitiesforher."



Kaone:"ButRaphael...."

Raphael:"NoKaone,Ihavebabysitted

Melinda,itsokaynow.Iwouldliketomove

onwithmylife.Ihaveameetingwithmy

parentsandyourparents.Iwouldliketo

makemyintentionsclear."

Kaone:"AndMelwhereisshe?"

Raphael:"Ihaveheronhousearrestuntil

youcomehere."

Raphael:"Can'tyouletmydadhandleit?"



Raphael:"Anothermentalcasetohandlea

mentalcase.Idontthinkso.Getonthefirst

planeout."

(IhangupasIdrivethroughthegatesof

myparents'shome.AsIpullthecarinfront

thehousebutlercomestohelpmeout.I

handhim thekeys.)

Landon:"Daddywholiveshere?"

Raphael:"Yourgrandparentsandaunty.

Comeletsgobabies."

(IliftLondonandholdLandon'shandaswe

walkgetinside.Lorraineisthefirsttostand



upwhensheseesme.)

Lorraine:"Aww!Lookatthis.Theyareso

adorableandcute."

Raphael:"Theyaremykids,sodonttalklike

cuteandadorableisnotsomethingyoudid

notexpect."

(Idonotmisshereyesrolling.AndIjust

smirk.)

Raphael:"Meetmyphotocopies.Munchies

sayhitoAuntyLorraine."

Landon:"Iam LandonThamiRaphael



ModiseandthisismysisterLondonNami

SparklesModise."

Lorraine:"Well,itsnicetomeetyouThami

andNami."

Molemogi:"Soyoubroughtyourbastards

withyou."

Gosego:"(warningly)Molemogi"

Raphael:"andthatsyourgrandfather

Molemogi.Dontbescaredofhim hedoes

nothaveteethtobite.Andthats

grandmotherGosego."



Gosego:"Theylookexactlylikeyou.Come

herebabies."

(IputmyLondondownandtheywalk

towalktowardsGosego.Shehugsthem

andinteractswiththem whileIexchange

deathstareswithMolemogi.)

Molemogi:"Boora-Mmusiarewaitinginthe

lounge.Letusnotkeepthem waitingany

longer."

Raphael:"Lorrainewatchoverthem,guard

them withyourlife,thishousehaschildren

molesters."



(IsayasIfollowMolemogitothelounge.

WhereImeetMel'sparents.)

Raphael:"Firstlyletmejuststartby

thankingyouformakingithereonsuch

shortnotice."

Gosiame:"Itsoundedserious."

Raphael:"Itis,IhaveaskedMelindafora

divorce."

Leeto:"Why?Ithoughtshesaidyouguys

weretryingforbabynow."

Raphael:"Irecentlylearntthatihavetwo



childrenwiththeloveofmylife.SoIwould

liketounitewithherandraiseourchildren

together."

Gosiame:"WhataboutMelinda?"

Raphael:"Letusnotforgetmymarriageto

MelwasanarrangedoneandItoldyouand

herthatshewouldneverhavemyheartor

love.InolongerwantthisandMelalso

deservessomeshotathappinessandlove

withsomeonewhowillreciprocatethose

feelings."

Gosego:"Andletusnotforgetyour

daughterisamentalcase,sooursoncan't

riskhavingchildrenwhowillinherither



mentalcondition."

Molemogi:"(warningly)Gosego!Oursonis

notinarightstateofmind.Heisnot

divorcing."

Raphael:"Iam divorcing,Kaoneiscoming

togetMelandsignthepapersonherbehalf.

AndIwanttopointoutthatIam notgoing

totakeitlyingdownifanyofyoucome

aftermychildrenorthemotherifmy

children.Iwillcomeafteranyoneanyone

whodareswitheverythingIhave."

Molemogi:"Youarestillaboy,stopwiththe

threats.Youwillstopthisnonsenseof

divorcerightthisinstant."



Raphael:"Itseemslikewearenot

understandingeachother.MolemogiIdare

youtotouchevenasinglestrandoftheir

hairandIwillhaveyourcareer,reputation

andyourchanceatbeingapolitician

flasheddowntthedrainmostlyIwillmake

sureyouspendtherestofyourmiserable

lifebehindbarswhereyouactuallybelong.

Justdaretry."

(Istandupandlookatthem)

Raphael:"Kaonewillbeintouchonceshe

getshere.Thankyou."

(Iwalkoutasfatherthrowsinsultsatme.)



********************

********************

Inathi

Bontle:"NyaaInathikeagana.Youcant

settleformediocresexallyourlife."

Inathi:"ComeonB,itsnotthatbadplushe

saidheisgoingtoseeaurologist."

Bontle:"Nyaa!Hlema,youcantpossiblytell

meyouareactuallyconsidering10seconds

sexforlife."

Inathi:"Derrickisthebestforme."



Bontle:"NyaaesengDerry,kanaeven

Tumeloisbetterthanhim.Yeshewas

stingybutatleasthedidnotlastforonly10

seconds.Youcantjumpfrom atraditional

huttoanotherlejomboro.Youneedto

elevateInathi.Elevate,getsomeonewho

willchallengeyoursexualneedslikenever

before."

Inathi:"Raofecomeswithawholedrama

andyouknowIloatheit."

Bontle:"Butheisamanthathasyour

heart."

Inathi:"Hedoesnot."



(Sheraiseshereyebrows.)

Bontle:"YoucanlietoboLoratobutyou

canneverlietome."

Inathi:"Okayfine,hedoeshasit."

Bontle:"Notonlyyourheart.Youand

Raphaelarejustmagicalnooffenseto

Derrickhehasbeengood.Buthedoesnot

measureuptostandard.Raphaelcomes

withdramabutalsohecanprotecthis

family.Heiseverythingyoueverwantedin

aman."



Inathi:"IdontknowB,whataboutDerrick?

HewastherewhenIneededhim,itsnotfair

onhim."

Bontle:"Loveisnotafairgamebabe.You

cantpleaseeveryone.Youarealways

sacrificingyourselfandyourhappinessfor

otherpeople.Canforjustonce,justthis

onceputInathifirst,forgetabouteveryone

andeverythingelseinvolvedandjustout

thatpoorwomanfirst.Sheneedsit,she

deservesit."

(Iopenmymouthtoreplyherbutthe

intercom buzzesandIlookathershe

raisesherglassofjuiceandshrugs.Igo

andattendtoit.)



Inathi:"Whoisthere?"

Landa:"Mel,Iam backforround2."

(Ismile)

Lerato:"TellhernottoworryMelwas

generiusthistimetobringhelpforher."

Inathi:"Goback."

Gab:"Eventhegooddoctorishere.Open

up."



(Iopenthegate.)

Bontle:"Thatsmycuetoleave."

Inathi:"Youdon'thavetogo."

Bontle:"YesIdo.Idontdocrewsdarling.I

willseeyoulater."

(Shekissesmycheekasshedashesinto

thegaragebeforetheycanspother.The

combiparksinfrontofthehouse.Andthey

allgetout.)

Inathi:"Whatareyouguysdoinghere?"



Lerato:"Didyouhonestlythinkwewould

stayafterhearingthatMelhadyoufro

breakfast?"'

(Theyalllookatmeandburstoutlaughing.)

Landa:"Areyouokay?"

Inathi:"Perfectasyoucansee."

Ethan:"Soitstruethen,Melindaogodubile

seborotho."

Inathi:"Areyouguysreallyheretocheckon

meortoconfirm ifindeedMelwhoopedmy

ass."



Xavier:"Didshereally?"

Inathi:"Yesshealmostkilledme.Nowyou

guyscangoback."

Lerato:"Iam greatlydisappointedinyou

Inathi.Itrustedyoutoputthatgirlinher

place.Howcanyouletherwin?"

Kath:"NooffencebutyouaretwiceMel's

bodysizeIjustdon'tgethowshecan

possiblybeatyouup."

Inathi:"Someofus,wearenotviolent."



Nana:"Nyaahlesweetzyoudontneedtobe

violenttowallopaslenderlikeMel."

Inathi:"Melkethanyaneandweallknow

bothanyanehaveenormousstrength."

Lerato:"Weneedarematch,dontworryI

willgorepresentyou."

Ethan:"ThatwillbemuchappreciatedI

meanlookatthosemarksonherneck.

MothooMelwanyedisaIneverexpredid

it."

(Wealllookathim andlaugh.)



Thelma:"Whattheseguysaretryingtosay

isthatwearegladthatyouareokay.We

wereworriedsick."

Inathi:"ThankyouThelma.Donttellmeyou

leftcampghettostojustcomeseeifIam

okay."

Kevin:"Totellthetruthcampwasboring

afteryouguysleft.Thedramawasnow

gone.PlusLeratohastosetappointment

withthedoctorsoon."

Leo:"Shedecidedtogivethecancerarun

foritsmoney."



Inathi:"Really?"

Lerato:"YesImeanitsobviousIam still

muchneededifyouaregoingtolettypetsa

boMelgotagogotrapelamolwapengla

gago."

Inathi:"Iam nevergoingtoheartheendof

itakere?"

Xavier:"No!Notuntilyougetarematchand

representuswell."

Inathi:"Welldoyouguyswanttocomein

andseewhereitalltookplace?"



Lerato:"Pleasekanagongwethetilewas

slipperyyoufellandthatshowMelgotthe

upperhand."

Kevin:"Nyaaomotrapile,fairandsquare.

Stoptryingtofindfoulplaywherethereis

none."



BINDED

Insert40

******************

Somedaysshehasnoideahowshe'lldoit

buteverysingleday,itstillgetsdone.

******************

Inathi

IholdthephoneusingmyshoulderasI

arrangetheflowers.

Derrick:"Andthetwinshowarethey?"

Inathi:"Theyarewell.Itookthem toschool

thismorning.Theyhavebeenaskingalot

aboutyou.Ithinktheymissyou."



Derrick:"WellImissthem also."

Inathi:"Whataboutme?Doyoumissme?"

Derrick:"Imissyoutoo."

Inathi:"PleasecometoGaborone.Imiss

you."

Derrick:"IwishIcould,butIhaveaflightto

DubaionWednesday."

Inathi:"Afterthat?"



Derrick:"Iam bookedthewholeofthis

monthDoodlebug.Youguysarejustgoing

tohavetodowithoutmeforawhile."

Inathi:"Okay,sinceyoucantcometous,we

willtrytocometoyou."

Derrick:"Thatwillbemuchbetterand

appreciated."

(ThedooropensandRaphaelwalksinside

holdingagiftback.Helooksatmeand

smiles.)

Inathi:"Ihavetogo.Iwillcallyoulater."



Derrick:"Alright,Iloveyou."

Inathi:"MetooSnuggles."

(IhungupandputmyphoneawayasIlook

athim.Itbeenaweekwithoutseeinghim,

hehasreallygivenmethespaceIasked

for.)

Inathi:"Hi"

Raphael:"Hey!Icomeinpeace."

Inathi:"Isee."



Raphael:"Iam finalizingmydivorce

tomorrow,Mel'ssisterisintowntocome

andgether."

Inathi:"That'sgood.Ihopeshewillgether

thehelpsheneeds."

Raphael:"Yeah!Anywaysomepeace

offering,Ididnotknowwhattogeta

womanwhoownsaflowershop."

(HehandsmethegiftbackandItakeit.)

Inathi:"Thankyou,butyoudidn'thaveto,I

overreacted."



Raphael:"Noyouhadanyrighttobeangry

atme.Butyouhadnorighttoslapme.And

thatwasthelasttimeyouwilleverputyour

handsonme.Iwillnottakeyourabuse

lyingdownanymore."

(Ilookdownembarrassedbywhathejust

saidbecauseheisabsolutelyrightIturnto

bealittlehandywhereheisconcerned.)

Inathi:"IwillmakesureIkeepmyhandsto

myselffrom nowon."

Raphael:"Good.AndafterIfinalisemy

divorceIam comingforyoufullforceso

youbettersurewhichsideofbreadyou

wantbuttered?"



Inathi:"Raphael..."

(Heputhisfingerovermylips.Andkisses

mycheek.Thespotwherehekissesme

feelslikeithasbeensetablaze.)

Raphael:"Relax,thinkhardaboutthis.No

pressure."

(BeforehecanstraightenIpullhim and

smashmylipsonhis.Iputmyhands

aroundhisneckandmovecloserwanting

tofeelhisbodywarmth.Ikisshim likemy

lifedependonit.AsIpullawayIbitemy

lowerlipandlookathim.)



Inathi:"Seeyouaroundbabydaddy."

(Hegivesmeadangerous,possessivelook

ashelickshislowerlipandsmirks.)

Raphael:"Takecarebabymama."

(Hestraightensupandshashawaywithhis

cockyprettyass.Onceheisoutoftheshop

IreachforthegiftbackinsideIfind

Kalaharichocolatesandawatch.Heisa

manaftermyownheart.Thedoorchime

dinglesandIturnaroundwithsmiles

thinkingheforgotsomething.



ButthatimmediatelydieswhenIfindan

oldermanwithother3menIdon'tknow

behindhim.Theylooktobehisbodyguard.

Somethingabouthiscoldeyesmakesme

shiver.ThedooropensagainandTashaor

shouldIsayAgent55comesinandstands

behindme.)

Inathi:"WelcometoJessyFlowerShop,

howcanIhelpyouSir."

Molemogi:"Simplestayawayfrom myson

hehasawifealready."

(Ohhdamn!ThisisthescaryMolemogi

Hudson.Hedoeslookdangerousandhas

thiscoldeyesthatshowstheyarecapable



ofanything.)

Inathi:"Iam notsureIam following."

Molemogi:"Don'tplaydumpwithmeyoung

lady.Youdontwantmeasyourenemy,

Raphaelcandomuchbetter,hedoesnot

needtodateapeasantlikeyou.Anddont

thinkjustbecauseyougavehim those

bastardsIwillletyoutrickhim."

Inathi:"IfyouthinkIam goingtobescared

byabullyinasuitthenyouaremistaken."

Molemogi:"Youshouldbe,Idon'tgoaround

threatningwomen.BackoffbeforeIbring



theworstinme."

Inathi:"Bringyourworst,Iam notscared.

Sogoonbringyourworst."

Molemogi:"Nxe,nxe!Youshouldhavenever

saidthat.Iwillburyyoualivealongwith

yourbastards."

Inathi:"LikeIsaidgoonandbringyour

worst.Dontbealltalk,bringsomeactionto

thetable.NowgetoutifmyshopsoIcan

attendtosomerealcustomers."

(IsayasIgrabtheflowersIwasarranging.)



Inathi:"Dontmakemethrowyouout."

Molemogi:"Boysroughheralittle.She

needsalesson."

(Hesaysasheturnstowalkoutandhis

goonsconestowardsme.Tasharoundsthe

countertowardsthem.Igrabtheflowers

readytousethem ofanyofthem shouldtry

comingtowardsme.)

Molemogi:"Onsecondthoughtsleaveher.

Shewillgetswhatisduetoher."

(Theyturnandwalkout.Withtrembling

handsIholdthecounter.Idontevenknow



howIgottheconfidencetostanduptoa

beastlikehim.)

Tasha:"Areyouokay?"

Inathi:"Iam notsure."

Tasha:"Youdidwell.Nevershowyour

enemythatyoufearthem."

Inathi:"Thankyou.Ithinkthedefense

classesarealsohelpingmeout."

Tasha:"OkayIam sureyourfriendwillbe

pleasedtoknow."



Inathi:"IbettercallRaphael."

Tasha:"Iwillberightoutside."

(ShewalksoutsidewhileIpickupmyphone

andcallRaphael)

Raphael:"Sugar."

Inathi:"Hey"

Raphael:"Areyouokay?"

Inathi:"Yourfatherwasjusthere."



Raphael:"Shit!Iam coming."

Inathi:"Noitsokay,noneedtocomehere.I

am okay,Ijustwantedtoletyouknowthat

yourbullyfatherwasjusthere."

Raphael:"Whatdidhewant?"

Inathi:"hecametodeliverthreatstostay

awayfrom you."

Raphael:"Don'tlethim scareyou.Iwill

handleMolemogi.Hehasabigmouthbut

doesnothavethegunstodeliver."

Inathi:"Itrustinyoutokeepyourfamily



safe."

Raphael:"Thankyouforthevoteof

confidence."

Inathi:"Youarewelcomebabydaddy."

(Icantellheissmiling.)

Inathi:"Raphael."

Raphael:"Yesmygirl."

Inathi:"Iam gladIhadmychildrenwithyou.

Thankyouformakingmeamom and



makingthisparentingthingsuchabless.I

appreciateyoualot."

Raphael:"Iwoulddoitagaininaheartbeat.

IjustdontappreciateyouInathi,Iloveyou

woman."

(IhungupandsmiletomyselfasIputthe

phoneaway.)

*********************

*********************

Raphael

Igooverthereportonmydesk.Molemogi

doesnotevenIhavebeenbuildingacase



againsthim foryears.HejustthinkIam

justbluffing.Releasingthiswillnotonlyput

him awayforalongtimebutitruinseven

hisbusiness.TheonlyreasonwhyIhave

beenreluctanttoreleasethem isbecause

motherandLorrainewillbecaughtbetween

theblazingfires.

Butnowheisputtinginmeatightcorner.I

havetoactbeforehehurtsmyfamily.

IreachformyphoneandcallAlejandro.

Alejandro:"RaphaelHudson."

(HisRussianaccentisstilldorminanteven



afteryearsawayfrom thatcountry.)

Raphael:"ItstimeAlejandro."

Alejandro:"Ahh!B**chIam stillenjoying

someSpanishass*s."

(Ismile)

Raphael:"Welltoobad.Roundthesurvivors

andletthem togetready.Wearegoingto

needthem totestifyagainsthim."

Alejandro:"Okay.,Raphareyousurethisis

whatyouwant?Imeanhemightbea

fuc**dupbutsomehowhemadeuswho



wearetoday."

Raphael:"Justbecausehesentusto

schooldiesnotmeanhegetstowalkscot

freeofhiscrimes.Evenaloyaldog

sometimesturnandbiteitsowner.

Molemogibroughtthisonhimself."

Alejandro:"Okay,Iwillcontactthem andlet

them knowtogearupforwar."

Raphael:"Thankyou.Iwillbeintouch.For

nowyoucanenjoyyoursparnishass*s."

(Ihungupandimmediatelyacallfrom

Lorrainecomesthrough.Sheaskedtoget



thetwinsfrom school.Iguesstheyare

givingherahardtime.Theycangetalittle

handy.)

Raphael:"Aretheygivingyouahassle

already?"

Lorraine:"Wellifyoumeanthem refusingto

getintomycarbecauseIwontgivethem

thepasswordthenyes."

Raphael:"(lost)Password?"

Lorraine:"Yesdummyhead,apparently

thereisapasswordIhavetosaybeforeI

cangetthem.Ithinkaprecautionthing



theirmothertaughtthem sotheydontget

kidnappedbystrangersinpretense."

Raphael:"WellIdon'tknowthepassword."

Lorraine:"bringyouruselesshere."

Raphael:"Iam coming."'

*************

*************

Bontle

Ipackmycaroutsidehishouseandtakea

deepbreathtocalm myselfdown.Iam

nervous.IlookatthepeaceofferinggiftI

gothim hopingitwillwork.



AsIknockonthedoorasIrubmyhandoff

myskirt,theyfeelsweatyallofthesudden.

Awomaninatowelopenthedoor.

Her:"HellocanIhelpyou."

Idoadoubleintake,lookingatthedoorand

hercheckingifindeedIam attherightdoor.

OrImixedupthehouseadresses.

Her:"Heloo!"

(SnappingoutofmyreverieIlookather,

tryingbyallmeansnottolettheviolent

ghettowomaninmeoutbeforeIhearwho



sheisandwhatsheisdoinginmymans

house.Butthefactthatshehasherwhite

asslessbodydrapedinatowelIbought

makesmewanttomopthefloorwithher

face.)

Bontle:"Sorrysweety,whoareyouagain?"

(Sheraisesherhandshowingthebig

diamondinherfinger.)

Her:"Thewomanofthehouse.Iam

HannahRichardMoeti,Richard'swife."

(Ialmostfaintrightthereonthespot.Did

shejustsaywife.OrIdidnothearher



correctly.MaybeitsherBritishaccentthat

madememisswhatshewassaying."

Richard:"BabeIthoughtyousaidyouare

gettingridofthwpersonatthedoor.The

waterisgettingcooooo......"

(Hissentencegetscutoffashenoticesme

standingbythedoor.YoucantellIam the

lastpersonheexpectedtoseeatthedoor.)

Hannah:"AndIdidnotcatchyourname."

Bontle:"Iseem tohavetogetlostagain.

Thisalwayshappentome.Iam always

bangingonthisdoor.Iam sorryfor



disturbingyournight."

(Iturnandwalkawaywithmyheadheld

higheventhoughinsideIam literally

breakingdown.AsIwalkaway,Icatchtheir

conversation)

Hannah:"Thatwasawkward."

Richard:"Shealwaysgetslosthere,Ithink

aheisdatingtheguynextdoor.Anyway

enoughnow,comeonMrsMoetiyourwater

isgettingcold."

Hannah:"LeadthewayMrMoeti."



(Igetintomycarandstartthecarbutthe

wayIam tremblingIdon'ttrustmyselfto

drivesoImakeacalltotheonlyperson

whoIknowcancomegetme.Buther

phonesringswithoutheranswering.SoI

endupwithonly1option,callingtheguy

whoIcantrustwithmylife.Heanswerson

thefirstring.)

Daniel:"B!"

Bontle:"Pleasecomeandgetme.Iam at

Richard'splace."

Daniel:"Iwillbethereinfive."
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********************

"Thebiggestcowardisamam who

awakensawoman'slovewithnointention

oflovingher."-Marley

********************

Bontle

Daniel:"Areyouokay?"

Bontle:"StopaskingifIam okayandlets

getoutofhere."

(Heglancesatmeoncemorebeforedriving

awaybeforewecanleavethecompound,



Richard'scarblocksthecarwithhis.)

Danaiel:"Yougottabekiddingme?"

Bontle:"Runhiscarover."

(Richardstepsoutofthecarandcomesto

mysideasDanielgetsout.)

Daniel:"Whatdoyouwant?Youalready

doneenoughdamage."

Richard:"Thisisnoneofyourbusiness

Legodimobuttout?"



Daniel:"Orwhat?Youshouldknowbynow

thateverythingthatgottodowithBontleis

mybusiness.Nowmoveyourstupidcar

beforeIrunitdown."

Richard:"Youwouldntdare."

Daniel:"Tryme?"

Richard:"Bontle,pleaseletustalkletme

explain."

Daniel:"Andwhatexplanationcouldit

possiblebethere,youaremarrieddude

thereisnospinningthisaround.Infactjust

gobacktoyourhouseyourwifeiswaiting."



Richard:"Canyoujustshutupalready?"

Bontle:"Dan,itsokay.Letmehearhim out."

Daniel:"Areyousure?Byoudon'towethis

bastardanythingespeciallynotafterwhat

hedid."

Bontle:"Itsokay."

Richard:"Canwetalkinprivate?"

Bontle:"Youcansaywhateveryouhaveto

sayinfrontofhim.Howlong?"



Richard:"Its9yearsnow."

Bontle:"Wow!Soforthepast5yearsIhave

berntheotherwoman."

Richard:"Itsnotlikethat.HannahandIwe

areinanopenmarriage."

Bontle:"Isthatsupposedtomakemefeel

betterormakeitallbetter.Whydidyou

comebackRichard?"

Richard:"BecauseIloveyou."

Bontle:"Don'tinsultmewiththatlife.You



wouldn'tbeabletoidentifyloveevenifit

stoodinfrontofyou."

Richard:"Youdon'tmeanthat.Iloveyou

andIwantedtomarryyou.Istillwantto

marryyou."

Bontle:"DanielletsgoIdon'thavetimeto

listentothisnonsense."

Richard:"(holdingmyhand)Iwantyoutobe

mysecondwife.Givemeachancetomake

allthisright."

Bontle:"Tellme,inyourheaddidyousee

meagreeingtoallthisnonsenseyouare



utteringrightnow.Justgobacktoyourwife

andprayfrom nowourpathsdon'tcross

becauseIcan'tpromisewhatmighthappen

iftheyeverdid."

(Igetbackinthecarandrollthewindows

upsoIdon'thavetolistentoanyofhis

nonsenseanymore.Danielgetsinsideand

jereversesashetakesanotherroute.Once

weareoutofthecompound.Iletthetears

fall,itfeelslikemyhearthasbeenplucked

out.Ithurtssoprettybad.Danielpullsby

thesideoftheroadandhugsmeasIcry

myeyesouttoamanwhoIam notsureis

evenworthyofthetears.)

*******************



*******************

Inathi

Iparkthecarinfrontoftheheadmaster's

office.ItotallyforgottoteachRaphael

aboutthepasswordthingy.Hemustbe

goingoutofhismind.AsIwalkinsidethe

twinscomerushingtowardsme.Ihugthem

andkisstheirforeheads.

IstandupandgreetMrsMoalosi.

Moalosi:"Thankyouforcomingundersuch

ahortnotice."

Inathi:"Noproblem.Ishouldhavecometo

introducetheirfathersooner.Andtaught



him thepasswordtoo."

Moalosi:"Itsnoproblem,youtaughtyour

babieswell.Becausesometimeseven

relativesaretheonesthatconspireandget

ourchildrenkidnapped."

Inathi:"Iknowright.AnywaythisisRaphael

Hudson,heistheirfather."

Moalosi:"Itisnicetomeetyousir.Hopewe

willbeingseeingmoreofyoufrom nowon."

Raphael:"Thankyoudefinitely."

Inathi:"Wellletusgo."



(Raphaelholdsthedoorforusaswewalk

out.)

Raphael:"cansomeoneupdatemeonthe

passwordthingy."

Lorraine:"Youareclueless.Hi!"

Inathi:"Youmustbethecoolauntythey

havebeenravingabout."'

Lorraine:"Theoneandonly.Icanseewhere

thrygottherebeauty.Iam Lorraine."

(Iextendmyhandandshakehers)



Inathi:"Thankyou.Iam Inathi.Itsa

pleasuretofinallymeetyou."

Lorraine:"Thepleasureisallmine."

Raphael:"Hello,password."

(IlookatLorraineandwebothrolloureyes.)

Inathi:"Soinordertoprotectthetwinsfrom

caseslikekidnappingandhavingwrong

peoplepickthem uppretendingIsentthem

orevendangerfrom withinthehouse.We

createdapassword,anyonewhocomesto

pickthem upwhetherfamilyorfriendthey



havetotellthetwinsthepasswordsothey

cangowiththem.

Lorraine:"Youtaughtthem sowell."'

Raphael:"Sowhat'sthepassword?"

Inathi:"Prinkles."

Raphael:"Mmeobothalenyana.Ialways

thoughtyouaredump."

Inathi:"Justshutup."

Landon:"Mommy,daddy."



Inathi:"Yesbaby."

Landon:"Arewegoingtobeafamilylike

Mpho'sfamily.Legaesaidthereasonwhy

daddydoesnotstaywithisbecause

mommyhatesdaddy."

Raphael:"AndwhoisthisMphothatsfilling

yourheadwithnonsense?"

Landon:"Myfriend."

Raphael:"NexttimeyoutellMphothat,

we,aregoingtobeonebighappyfamilyin

factDaddyisgoingtomarrymommy."



Inathi:"Raphael."

Lorraine:"Okay,letsleavemommyand

daddygogeticecream likeweplanned."

(IwatchastheyexcitedlywalkwithLorraine

tohercar.OncetheyareoutofsideIturnto

lookatRaphaelwhohashiseyesonme.)

Inathi:"Youcan'tlietothem likethat.

They,aregoingtobe,sadwhenwedonot

marry."

Raphael:"WhosaidIam lying?BecauseI

am goingtomarryyouwithahugediamond



thatothermenwillnoticefrom afarthen

giveyouabrandkntheforeheadindicating

youareminesotheyknowyouaresorely

mine."

(Igetstomachbutterfliesashistakesa

steptowardsmeandstopsinfrontofme.)

Raphael:"YougotellDarium thatheisjust

wastinghistime.YouaremineInathi,its

writteninheaven'swill."

(Iraisemyheadtoreplyhim buthepulls

meclosetohim andkisssesme.Thewords

Iwantedtosaytohim dieawayreplacedby

nothingbuteuphoria.Thefireworkstarts

andIputmyhandonhischestasIgetlost



inthefeeling.IhonestlythinkIhaveneen

betwitchedandthesadpartisthatIthinkI

loveit.Ashepullsawaywestareatone

another,wherrwordsfailus,Itrustour

connectionandheartstodothetalking.)

Raphael:"IpledgedthatIwillnottouchyou

untilyouhavemadeyourdecisionbut

everydayitseemstobeachallenge

especiallywhenyougivethat"fuckmeright

herelook."

Inathi:"Thenwhatareyoustillwaitingfor?

Whydon'tyougivemewhatIam asking

for?"

(HeputhishandonmycheekandIlean



intoitclosingmyeyesasIenjoythis

moment)

Raphael:"Whatam Igoingtodowithyou?"'

Inathi:"Anythingyouabsolutelywant."

Raphael:"ItoldyouIam aselfishprick,I

can'tdoanythingIwantuntilIknowIam

theonlymaninyourlife.Ican'tdoanything

IwantbecauseanythingIwantinvolves

stuffingyoursweetcuntwithmycome,

morning,afternoonandevening."

(Iopenmyeyesandlookathim.Inhim

thereiseverythingandmore.Notforgetting



theconnection,chemistryandallemotions

IfeelwhenIam withinhisradius.Thereis

powerbetweenthetwoofus,anelectricity

wecouldpoweracitywithifweknewhow.

Thereissomethingbetweenus,youandI.

Somekindofmagic.)

***********************

***********************

VanessakissesLefapassionatelyatthey

lookatthereguestlookingnervously

aroundtheroom.

Nessa:"Wehaveaguestwaiting."

Lefa:"Iknow,heneedsusnottheotherway



around.Hecanwait."

Anhourlater,thedooropensandMolemogi

watchesastheyoumgcoupledressedin

matchingblackoutfitwalksintheroom.

Whenhelearntaboutthiscompanyhe

neverthoughttheownerswillbeyounglike

this.Oncetheyarehavesatdownhetakes

histimelookingatthem.

Nessa:"WelcometotheThompsonshow

canwehelpyouHudson."

Molemogi:"Youknowmyname?'"'

Lefa:"Youreachedouttousofcoursewe



knoweverythingthereistoknowaboutour

clientele."

Molemogi:"Iwouldliketoorderahit."

(Heslidethem picturesofInathiandthe

twins.)

Molemogi:"Leavenonebreathing.Execute

tokillleavenothingelse.Moneyisnota

problem."

(Nessalooks,atthepicturesandhim then

smilescoldly.)



BINDED

Insert42

***************

"Theworstfeelingiswhenyouknowyou

don'twanttogiveuponsomeonebutyou

knowyouhaveto."-Unknown

****************

Molemogi:"Leavenonebreathing.Execute

tokillleavenothingelse.Moneyisnota

problem."

(Nessalooks,atthepicturesandhim then

smilescoldly.)

Nessa:"Oldmanitlookslikeyouwerefed

wronginformation."



Molemogi:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Nessa:"Wearenotmonsterswhogo

aroundkillinginnocentmothersand

children."

Molemogi:"Whodoyouassassinatethen?"

Lefa:"Monsterslikeyourself.Monsterswho

terroriseinnocentpeoplelikeyourself."

Nessa:"WeknowallaboutyouMolemogi,

weknowyouareamonsterbeneaththat

suit,whosexuallyabuseschildrenkoore

youaretheR.KellyofBotswana.AndIwant



youtoknowthatyourdaysarenumbered

continuethinkingyouareuntouchable."

Molemogi:"Iam notscaredofyou."

Nessa:"Ohnoitsnotusyoushouldne

scaredof,itsyouradoptedson,Raphael

youshouldbescaredofandalltheother

innocentchildrenyouhavebeentaking

advantageof."

Molemogi:"Idon'thavetimetolistentothis

nonsense.Iwillfindsomeonetodothejob

sinceyoudon'twantit."

Nessa:"Shouldanythinghappentothat



womanandherchildren.Itwillnotonlybe

waragainstRaphaelbuttheDlaminisand

TheThompsonfamilies."

Molemogi:"YoustayoutofmybusinessorI

willexposeyouforthemonstersyouare.I

willburyallofyou."

Lefa:"(smiling)Doyoumanypeoplehave

satinthatverysamechairthreateningus

samewayyouarerightnow?Youarejusta

flycomparedtothem.Standupandleave

beforeyouembarrassyourselffurther."

Nessa:"youheardtheman,runanddont

lookback."



(Hestands,flickinghistongueashewalks

out.NessaspinsandlookatLefawho

shrugsbeforetheyburstoutlaughing.)

Nessa:"Doyouthinkitstimeforthatsocial

visit?"

Lefa:"Definitely,butfirstletskeepBrian

andNalediintheloop,Raphaelistheir

clientafterall."

Nessa:"Okaywewillgohometonighttolet

him know."

************************

************************



BONTLE

Bontle:"Howdoesonelietosomeonefor

fiveyearsInathi?Afullfiveyearsandit

neveroccuredtohim tosayheyBontleIam

married."

(IputthephoneonloudspeakersoIcan

openanotherbottleofwine.)

Inathi:"Heisajerk.Andhedoesnot

deserveyourtearsB.Youareworthyof

muchmore."

Bontle:"Don'tyouthinkwearecursed?

Especiallyme?Imeanallthemeninmylife



turnouttobejerkasses.Lookatmyfather

andnowwhenIthoughtRichardwas

differentheturnsouttobetwotimesworse

thanmysperm donor."

Inathi:"Youarenotcursedandnotallthe

meninyourlifearejerkasses.Danielis

not."

Bontle:"wedon'tknowhim forallweknow

him hemightbetripleworse."

Inathi:"No!Wearenotgoingtopaintall

menwiththesamebrushjustbecausetwo

menwrongedyou."



(Istandbythewindowlookingoutside.)

Bontle:"HowcouldIhavebeensofoolish

Inathi?'Imeanwithalltheinternationaltrips

everyyearIshouldhaveknown."

Inathi:"Youarenotgoingtoblameyourself

forhiswrongs.Richardisapathologicalliar.

Hefooledallofus.Itsobvioustheguyhas

beenlivingadoublelife."

Bontle:"Idon'tknowhowIam supposedto

pickupthepiecesandgoon.Hehelpedme

uponlytokickmedownagainwhenIleast

expectedit.



Inathi:"No!Hegaveyoucratchestostand

on.Nowthecratchesaregoneandyou

needtolearntostandonyourown.Youare

onestrongladyIknow,youdontneed

Richardoranyoneelsetosurvive.Youcan

doallthatonyourown.Areyousureyou

don'twantmetocomedownthere?"

Bontle:"Nothetwinsneedyou.Idon'tknow

I...."

(ItrailoffasIhearthekeytothemaindoor

turn.Thereareonly2otherpeoplewho

havekeys.Andoneisonthephoneright

nowwithmewhichmeansRichardisthe

oneopeningthedoor.Iturntolookatthe

doorandhewalksinwithflowers.Thatsets

mymoodinawholedifferenttune.Anger



fillsmeup.)

Bontle:"Babeiwillcallyouback.

(Ihungupandstareathim.)

Richard:"Bontlecanwepleasetalk?Icome

inpeace?"

Bontle:"Peace?"

(Henodshisheadashewalkstowardsme.

HehandsmetheflowersandItakethem

soIcanonlyusethem asmyweapon.I

don'twastetimeasIusethem tohithim

withthem.)



Bontle:"Nottodaydevil.Phumasatane.

Phuma.Peacedoyouevenknowspellingof

thstwords."

(Iusetheflowerstowhiphissorryassas

herunstohiscar.)

Bontle:"Ifyoudaresetyourfootinmyyard

againRichardMoeti.Iwillputabullet

throughyourthichskull.Markmywords."'

(IwatchashedrivesoutbeforeIwalkback

inthehouse.LeaningagainstthedoorIcry

myeyesout.Iwishmattersoftheheart

werenotalwaysthiscomplex.Anditsjust

badthateverythingaboutthishousejust



remindsmeabouthim.

InathiiswrongIam thethestrongest

womanshethinksIam.Iam afragilelittle

thing.Hisfragilelittlethingheusedtosay.I

closemyeyesasIhaveaflashback.)

**********Flashback************

Iwatchhim ashekeepspunchingheron

thestomachcountlesstimes.Inthecorner

ofthehouseistheonlyplaceIcanhide.

John:"YouknowwhyIam doingthisRose?"

Rose:"Yes,Iknow."



John:"WhyRose?Why?"

Rose:"BecauseIrefusedtosleepwithhim."

John:"SinceyourefusedcanIgivehim our

littlefragilething."

(ItrembleinthecornerbecauseIknowhe

isreferringtome.Heturnsandlooksatme

smilingwickedly.)

John:"Lookatyoushakingonyourboots.

Comeherebabtgirl.Cometopapa."

(WithunsteadylegsIwalktohim.)



John:"Youwon'tdisappointyourfatherlike

yourmotherrightmylittlefragilegirl?"

(Inodmyhead.)

John:"Thatsmygirl."

Rose:"No!Iwilldoit.Don'ttouchher.Iwill

doit."

John:"Whatdidyousay?Ididnothearyou."

Rose:"Iwilldoit.LeaveBontlenyaneoutof

it."



John:"Good.Cleanyourselfup.Iwillsetup

anotherappointment."

(Ilookatmymotherassheraisesfrom the

coldroom.Andtakesmyhandwalkingme

tomyroom.)

Rose:"Getinsidelockyourselfinsideand

don'tcomeoutuntilIreturn."

Bontle:"Iloveyoumama."

Rose:"IloveyouBontlenyanajwame."

*************Endofflashback********



Iwalktomyroom withaglassofwater

insideIfindtheanti-depressantIgotfrom

mypsychologist.IopentotakethetwoI

alwaysgetbutasIpourthem Itakea

handfulandswallowthem.Icleanoutthe

wholebottle.Idrinkwaterandliebackon

thebed.Itakemyphoneandtextmy

motherandInathisamemessage.

"Bontlenyanelovesyouneverforget."

Iclosemyeyes.DearGodifyouarethere,

pleaseendmymiserablelife.Iam readyfor

myafterlife.

*******************

*******************



(Kaonelookathersisterasshepaces

aroundthehouselikeamadwomanshe

reallyis.)

Mel:"PleaseKaoneIam beggingyou.Don't

takemeaway.ThisisexactlywhereIhave

tobe.RightherenexttoRaphael."

Kaone:"Melforpitsaketheguyhassigned

thedivircedpapersandhasdoneeverything

inhispowertomakesurehegetsit

finalised."

Mel:"Heismine.LetmestaysoIcanshow

him thatwebelongtogether."



Kaone:"No!Itstimeyourealisethat

Raphaeldoesnotnotloveandhewillnever

beyours."

Mel:"Heismine,allmine.Ifhecannotbe

withthenIam afraidhewillneverbewith

someoneelse.NotforaslongasIam

breathing."

Kaone:"Dontsaythat,youwillbethefirst

suspectifanythinghappenstoInathiand

herbabies."

Mel:"Idontcare,sheisbetteroffdead.The

rwinsaremine,youshouldseethetwins

theylookexactlylikeme.Replicasofme



andRaphael."

(Shesmileslookingtobeinherownworld)

Kaone:"(sadly)YouwerefineinLondon,

wherediditallgowrong?"

Mel:"Iam stillfine.PleaseKaoneletusstay

longeruntilIgetmyfamilyback.Icannot

gobackwithoutthem,Ialreadyasked

Alyssatopreparetheroomsforthetwins.

Thehousewillbeemptywithoutthem."

Kaone:"Okay,wewillstaylonger,wewill

stayuntilyougetthem toagreetocome

withus."



Mel:"Thankyou.IknewIcouldcounton

you."

Kaone:"SohowdoIhelpingettingthem

back?"

Mel:"Youaregoingtohelpme.Ohh!

Kaone."

(ShewalksandhugsKaone.Whopullsa

syringefrom herbackpocketandinjectMel

withit.)

Mel:"(inagony)Noo!Whatdidyoudo?"



Kaone:"WhatIalwaysdo.Makingthebest

decisionforyou."

Mel:"Iwillneverforg....."

(Shedoesnotfinishherstatementatshe

faint.Kaonemovesintimetocatchherand

gentlyplacesherontheground.Shelooks

athersisterherheartfilledwithsorrow.

Shepicksupherphoneandmakesacall.)

Kaone:"Sheisdown,letusmovefastbefore

herdrugwearsoff.Ineeehercheckedin

whenshewakesup."

(Shehungsupandwaitforhelptocome.)



BINDED

Insert43

******************

"Didyoureallywanttodie?Noonewantsto

commitsuicidebecausetheywanttodie.

Thenwhydotheydoit?Becausetheywant

tostopthepain."-TiffanieDeBartolo

*****************

Istareatthetextoncemore.Idon'tknow

whyorhowbutIhavethisgutfeelingthat

somethingisterriblywrong.

Raphael:"Areyouokay?"

Inathi:"Idon'tknowbutIhaveaterrible

feelingthatsomethingbadisaboutto



happen."

Raphael:"Thetwinsareokay."

Inathi:"Notwiththetwins.IthinkitsB."

(MyphoneringsandIlookatit.Acallfrom

Rosecomesthrough.)

Inathi:"Ma!"

Rose:"heyNathi,haveyoutalkedtoBontle

today?"

Inathi:"Yeswhy?"



Rose:"Shesentmeamessagelettingme

knowthatshelovesmeItriedcallingher

butherphonejustringsunanswered.Idont

wanttoblowthingsoutofproportionbutI

havethisfeelingthatsomethingisnot

right."

Inathi:"Shesentmethesamemessage.

Andshewasnotintherightmindearlier.I

willdrivetoherhouseandcheckonher."'

Rose:"Thankyoungwanaka(mychild)!"

(IhungupandswirlaroundtoRaphael.)



Inathi:"CanyoudrivemetoBontle's

house?"

Raphael:"Youthinksomethingisnotright?"

Inathi:"Idon'tthinkso,Iknowso.Ican'tlet

anythinghappentoher.Ihavetomakesure

sheisokay."

Raphael:"Okay,ifitputsyouateasethen

letsgo."

(Igrabmykeystoherhouseandwerushto

thecar.IsituncomfortableinthecarasI

prayinmyheadthatshebeokay.)



Inathi:"IfanythinghappenstoherIwill

neverforgivemyself."

Raphael:"Hey,don'tdothistoyourself?"

Inathi:"Youdon'tunderstand,Bontlehas

alwaysbeenthereforme.Shehashelped

methrougheverythingIam supposedtobe

thereforher.Sheisstrongbutshehas

beenthroughthemost.Evenstrongpeople

haveabreakingpoint."

(Hetakesmyhandandkissit.)

Raphael:"Letusnotjumptoconclusions

beforeweknowexactlyhowsheis.She



mightbeokayforallweknow."

Inathi:"Okay."

(Ijumpoutofthecartheminuteitsparks

andsprinttowardsthehousetomy

surpriseitslocked.Thekeysareleftonthe

doorfrom insidesoIcannotusemykeysto

unlock.)

Inathi:"Bontle,openup.Iknowyouarein

there."

(Ikeepbangingonthedoorcallingouther

name.)



Inathi:"B!Pleaseletmeinside.B!Wecan

getthoughthistogetherlikewealwaysdo.

OpenthedoorpleaseIam beggingyou."

Raphael:"Moveaway."

(IturntolookatRaphaelwhoisholdingan

axe.)

Raphael:"Breakingthedooristheonly

choicewehavetogetinside.Iwillhaveit

replaced.Sonowmoveaway."

(IstepasideasRaphaeldestroysthedoor

withtheaxeheisholding.Onceitis

destroyedIrushinside.Thereareflower



petalsonthefloorandbythetablethereis

about5emptywinebottles.Idontwaste

timeIrushtowardsthebedroom.WhereI

findhersleepingpeacefulonthebed.

Probablyknockedoffbythealcoholshe

consumed.

IsmileasIwalktowardsthebedwith

intentiontoscoldherforscarringuslike

thisbutthesmileisfastgonewhenInotice

thetwoemptypillcontainersinthemat

nexttoherringingphone.)

Inathi:"Noo!B,whatdidyoudo?"

(IrushtothebedandtrywakingherupbutI

dontgetanyresponse.)



Inathi:(calling)Raphael!Raphaelplease

helpme.Raofe."

(Hecomesrunningintheroom.)

Inathi:"Callanambulance,Bontlehas

overdosed."

(Hechecksherpulseandlooksatme.)

Raphael:"Thereisapulsebutit'sweak.We

cannotwaitfortheambulanceitmighttake

agesjusttogethere.Letustakeher."

Inathi:"(crying)Idontknowwhatdo?What



doIdo?"

Raphael:"(holdingmyshoulders)Inathi

listentome,thisisnotthetimetohavea

panicattack.Yourfriendneedsyou.Pull

yourselftogetherandletgethertothe

hospital."

Inathi:"(wipingmytearsaway)letusgo."

Raphael:"Thatsmygirl,grabtheempty

bottlestheywillneedtoknowwhatshe

drank.Letusgo."

(Hesaysashepicksherup.Igrabthe

containersandrunafterhim.Itaketheseat



withBontle.Heheadisonmylapwhile

Raphaeldrives.)

Inathi:"PleasebeokayB.Holdonweare

almostthere.IloveyouB.Youhavetopull

throughforme.IneedyouBontlenyana.

Raphaelpleasedrivefast."

Raphael:"ThisisasfastasIcango.Idont

wantourkidstomournfortherepareants

andaunt."

(Ithrowmyheadbackandfeeling

powerless.)

*******************

*******************



Raphael:"Inathipleasesitdowntheywilllet

usknowiftheyhaveanupdate.Pacingup

anddownisnotgoingtohelp."

(Ilookathim andMa.)

Rose:"Heisright,sitdownInathi.Bontleis

goingtobefine."

(IlookatDanielwhohasbeenstandingat

thewindowsincetheyputusinthiswaiting

room.)

Rose:"WhereisRichard?Heshouldbehere.

Bontlewouldlovetoseehim whenshe

wakesup."



Inathi:"iam verysurethatBontlegaakake

abatagobonaNtšaeogatasefagagwe.

(Bontlewillnotliketoseethatdog

anywherenearher)"

Rose:"Ao!Whyyoucallinghim adog?

Whathashedone?"

Inathi:"HeisthewholereasonwhyBontle

triedkillingherself.Heisnothingbutaliar,

apathologicalliarnothingofaman.Ihate

him."

Rose:"Whatdidhedo?"



Inathi:"Heismarried,hehasbeenlyingto

Bontleforthepast5yearsMa.Hehasa

wife."

Rose:"NotRichard,youmustbemistaken?"

Inathi:"WhywouldIlie?Hehasawife,a

wifeoffull9years.Hehasbeentakingmy

friendforaride.Ihopehegetshitbya

lightening."

(Someoneclearsherandweallturntofind

adoctorbehindus.)

Naledi:"Goodday,Iam doctorNaledi

Moroka-Dlamini,Bontle'sdoctor."



Rose:"Doctor,howisshe?"

Naledi:"Wehavemanagedtoflashallthe

pillssheingestedoutofhersystem."

Inathi:"WhydoIsenseabut?"

Naledi:"Shedidnotonlydrinkpillsbutshe

alsohadAmitraz."

Rose:"Whatisthat?"

Daniel:"Aninsecticideusedtokillticks."



Inathi:"OhmyGod!Bontle!Isshegoingto

beokay?"

Naledi:"Shehasslippedintoacoma.And

wehaveheronrespiratorysupportbecause

shehasrespiratorydepression.Shetooka

agreatamountofamitraz,whichsupports

itsdose-dependenteffectsonthebody

system."

Rose:"oh!God,whatarewegoingtodo?"'

Naledi:"Wearehopefulshewillpull

through."

Inathi:"Thankyou,pleasesaveher."



Naledi:"Ihavesomebadnews."

Inathi:"Whatisit?"

Naledi:"Wetriedtosavethebabybutwe

couldnot."

Inathi:"(puzzled)Thebaby?"

Naledi:"Shewas4weekspregnant."

Inathi:"Pregnant?"

**********************



**********************

Raphael

Isitinthedarkwithaglassofwhiskyin

hand.Todayhasbeennothingbuteventful

andsorrowful.Inathi'sfriendliesina

hospitalfightingforherlife.NotjustInathi's

friendbutabrandmanagertomybank,a

greatassettothebank.Ifshedoesnotpull

throughwewillneverfindsomeoneas

brilliantasher.

Iglanceatmyphoneasitrings.Acallfrom

theDlaminiCompany.

Raphael:"Hudson!"



Liam:"Liam Dlamini,here."

Raphael:"Ibelieveitsnotgoodnewsifyou

arecallingthislate."

Liam:"Yourfathermadeamove,heordered

ahitonyourtwinsandtheirmother."

Raphael:"Thatbastard."

Liam:"Doyouwantustotakecareofit?"

Raphael:"No!Heismyproblem Iwilltake

careofhim.Thankyoufortrouble,youwill

berewardedhandsomely."



Liam:"Itsapleasuredoingbusinesswith

RaphaelHudson."

(Ihangupandfinishmywhisky,puttingthe

lightsinIwalktomydiningtablewhereI

havemychesslaidoutonthetable.Ilook

atthepiecesbeforemakingmymove.With

thewhitequeenpieceImakeamove.)

Raphael:"Checkmate."

(RelaxingonthechairIliebackandmakea

call.)

Raphael:"Dan"



Daniel:"Raph!"

Raphael:"Iknowyoustillatthehospitalbut

Ineedyoutomovethefirststage.Leakthe

storyDan."

Daniel:"Areyousure?"

Raphael:"Molemogiwontstopatnothing

untilhehasmyfamily'sheads.Heordered

ahitonmyfamilytoday.SoIam notgoing

towaitforhim tokillmywholefamily

beforeItakehim down.Sotoansweryour

questionIam sureDaniel.Leakit."



Daniel:"Okay,watchfortheheadlines

tomorrow.Iwillsendsecuritytoyour

premisestonight."

Raphael:"Okay."'

(Ihungupandmakeanothercall.)

Alejandro:"Itakeititstime."

Raphael:"Yes,bringallofthem.Weare

abouttohaveafieldday."

Alejandro:"Alright.Wewillbetheresoon."



Raphael:"Great."

Inathiismynextpersononthetalklist.)

Inathi:"Hey!"

Raphael:"Iknowyouaretiredandworried

aboutyoursister.AndIam sorryIhaveto

springthisonyou,butitsnoworneveror

betterIwouldratherbesafethansorry.I

needyoutogetsomesleep.Tomorrowis

goingtobealongday."

Inathi:"Why?Whatishappening?"'

Raphael:"Ican'tsay.JustknowthatIwill



doanythingtoprotectyouandthetwins

evenifitmeansputtingmyselfinharm

way."

Inathi:"Raphael."

Raphael:"Worrynot.Iloveyou."



BINDED

Insert44

*******************

"Smilingwordsarenotalwayssaidby

happysouls."-Owm'rF

******************

Raphael

Everynewsoutletisbuzzingwiththenews.

andmyphonehasbeenringingoffthehook

sincemorningeveryonewantsanexclusive

scopeormyconfirmationaboutthe

allegationsmadeagainstMolemogi

Hudson.

Ilookoutsideandtheyjournalistare

campingoutsideliketsetseflieswaitingfor



theirnextfeedingspot.NotthatIam

complainingitswhatItotallysignedmyself

up.AcallIhavebeenwaitingforsinceI

mademyfirstmovefinallycomesthrough.

Raphael:"Father!"'

Molemogi:"Areyougoingtothrowme

underthebusforamerepussyRaphael.

Youcanhaveanyotherpussybutnoyou

havetochooseherrottensmellingpussy

overme."

Raphael:"YesIjustchosethatrotten

smellingpussyoverme.AndIloveitjust

thewayitis."



Molemogi:"Imadeyouthemanyouare

rightnowandthisishowyourepayme

Raphael."

Raphael:"Iwarnedyou.Youshouldn'tbe

cryingrightnow.Youaretheonewhosaid

gameonafterall."

Molemogi:"Icanthavejournalists

investigatingeandthepoliceallovermy

business.MakethisstorydieRaphael."

Raphael:"AndwhywouldIdothat?"'

Molemogi:"Youknowitwillaffectmy

politicalcareerbeforeitevenstarted."



Raphael:"YouthinkIcareaftertouordered

ahitagainstmyfamily.Ihopeyouget

preparedbecaustthisisjustthebeginning

notforgettingagoodlawyerwhenIam

donewithyou,youwillbeamiserableold

maninanorangejumpsuit."

(Ihungupbeforesittingdownonmydesk

tocontinuerespondingtomymessages.)

******************

******************

Inathi

Landon:"Mommycomeseedaddyison

Tv."



(Ihavebeengluedtothescreenallmorning

sincethenewsbroke.)

Inathi:"Iknowbaby.Pleasechangethe

channeltocartoonnetwork."

London:"ButIwanttoseedaddy."

Inathi:"Anddaddywillcomeseeyouwhen

heisnotbusy.Changethatchannel."

(Idon'tknowhowtodealwitheverything,

Bontleisinahospitalfightingforherlife

andthefatherofmychildturnsoutthathe

wasmolested,sexuallyassaultedbyhis



adoptivefather.JustwhenIthinkthingsout

lifewillgetbackinplacethentheyjust

spiraloutofcontrol.Forthefirsttimeofind

myselfwishingIwasaChristian.Icoulda

prayastorm toGodaboutthischallenges.)

Iwalkbackinthelivingroom andputtheir

juicesontopofthethecoffeetable.)

Inathi:"AuntyLeahisheretobabysityou

twowhileIgotocheckinAuntyBontleat

thehospital."

Landon:"Can'tyoutakeustogoseethe

daddy.Hewillbringusback."



Inathi:"No!Youarenotgoingtoseeyour

fathertoday."

London:"Butmom....."

Inathi:"Nobuts,youwillremainwithLeah

andbehave.Ifshereportsanybad

behaviourfrom youtwo,Iwillpunishyou."

(Igrabmykeysandgetinthecar.Ifeelthe

needyocrybutIpromisedmyselfIwillmot

succumbtomyproblemsanymore."Come

onwecandothisInathi.Yougotthis.")

Idrivestraighttohisplace,ofcourse

journalistarecampingoutsidehishouse.I



don'tknowwhatIexpected.Idialhis

numberasIapproachthegate.)

Raphael:"Babymama."

Inathi:"OpenformeIam outside."

Raphael:"ohokay."

(ThesecurityguardsopenupandIspeed

throughthegate.Parkingnexttothehiscar

Itaketheelevatorandgouptohis

apartment.AsIwalkinIfindhim waitingfor

meinthelivingroom.Heishissweatpants

andashirts,barefooted.Helookshashis

handsfoldedoverhischestandeyebrows



raisedinanarrogantsexyform.Helooks

socalm forsomeonewhojusthadhislife

secretsspilledjusttosavehisfamily.)

Raphael:"IfIknewthisiswhatittookyouto

bringyoutothelion'sderkIwouldhave

longdoneit."

(IdontwastetimeIdropmybagonthe

groundandrunintohisarmshugginghim.)

Raphael:"Hey!Iam okay."

Inathi:"Areyoureallyokay?'iwasso

worried."



Raphael:"Iam goodsugar.Betternowthat

youarehere."

(Istepbackandlookathim carefully.)

Inathi:"Youshouldhavepreparedme.Iwas

neverreadyforthis."

Raphael:"Nowyouknow.Nostress.Plusits

allinthepast."

Inathi:"Soyoudidn'tjustmakeitupsoyou

canbringhim down."

Raphael:"IknowIam maliciousandallbut

aliaritsnotoneofthem.Thatfuckerdid



sexualkyassaulthim sinceIwas10years

heonlystoppedaftershippingmeoffto

Oxyford.ButIam nottheonlysurvivor.I

can'tbelieveyouwillthinkIwouldlieabout

somethingasseriousasthis."

Inathi:"Ididn'tmeananyoffense."

Raphael:"Nonetaken.AndIwontdayIam

suprisedthisisyourthankyoueverytimeI

stepupandhelp.Youalwayshavetospit

onmyface."

Inathi:"Thatsnottrueandyouknowit.Idid

notcomeheretofightwithyou."



Raphael:"Youcameheretoaccusemeof

lying."

Inathi:"NoIcameheretobewiththefather

ofmychildren."

Raphael:"Bullshit!"

(Ilookathim andsmile.Ourwordfir"you

arelying")

Inathi:"Okayletmerephrasethat.Icameto

bewiththeloveofmylifeinhistryingtime.

IloveyouRaphaelHudson,italwaysbeen

youanditalwaysbeyou."



Raphael:"IknowakereItoldyouIwillruin

youfirothermendidyouthinkIwas

makingemptypromises.Comehere."

(Pointinginfrontofhim.Ilookatbhom and

smileasItakeasteptowardshim.)

Raphael:"AnotherstepSugar."

(ItakeanotherstepuntilIam inhishands

again.Iputmyhandaroundhisneck.

Finallythatspaceisfilled,thisrighthereis

homefarawayfrom home.Inhisarmslike

this,Ifoundmyhome.)

Raphael:"Youruinedmeforotherwomen



InathiJessicaHudson.IloveyouSugar."

(Ibringmylipstohisandkisshim.Hedoes

notwastetimehepicksmeupashehe

walkstowardshisroom.Beforewecan

evenleavethelivingroom.Theelevator

opens.Heturnsspinsaroundandwefind

hissisterandawomanwhoItakemustbe

hismotherstandingwhereIstoodminutes

back.)

Raphael:"Motherhowmanytimesmusti

askyoutoannounceyourarrival."

Gosego:"Ididn'tknowyouhadcompany."'



Inathi:"(whispering)Youcanputmedown

now."

Raphael:"No!"

Inathi:"Raphael!"

(Helooksatmeirritatedandsetsmedown.

Butheputhishandaroundmywaist

makinghisclaim.)

Gosego:"Wellareyounotgoingto

introduceme?"

Raphael:"MothermeetthewomanIwill

moveheavenandearthtokeepsafefrom



Molemogi,Inathi.Mylovemeetmyadoptive

motherGosegoHudson."

Inathi:"ItsnicetomeetyouMrsHudson."

Gosego:"Samehere.CouldItalktomyson

inprivate?"

Raphael:"Noyouhavesomethingtosayit

hereinherpresence."

Inathi:"Don'tbeabsurd,letmegocheckon

Bontle.Iwillcomebacklaterwiththe

twins."

Raphael:"Youpromise."



(Inodmyhead.Andtrywalkingawaybuthe

grabsmefirmly.Iturntohim withanangry

look.)

Raphael:"Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing

withoutmygoodbyekiss?"

(Iscrowlmyeyesandkisshischeekbutje

shakeshisheadndpointtothelips.Ikisshi

quickly')

Inathi:"Pleasestopactinglikeadramaking

"

(Igrabmybagandsprintoutofhis



apartment.)

*******************

********************

Bontle

Ilookatherandlaugh.

Bontle:"Pregnantthatinsaneudida

hysterectomy.Ican'tgetpregnant."

Dr.Naledi:"MsMoloi,Itellyou,youruterus

isstillinplace.Yourwholereproductive

system."

Bontle:"Iam confused,IswearIdida

surgicalhysterectomy.Fiveyearsbackin



London."

DrNaledi:"Maybetherewasamixup.You

triedkillingyourselfandfoundoutthatyou

lostyourbaby.Thiscanbealltoomuch.I

willreferyoutoourpsychologistand

clinicalsocialworkersotheycancomeand

seeyou."

Bontle:"Idontneedashrink.Iam okay.

Justdischargemealready."

DrNaledi:"Wehavetokeepyouforafew

daysforanobservation."'

Bontle:"Areyousureitsjustforobservation



oryoujustwantyourhospitaltomilkme

dryuntilIhavenopennytomyname."

Dr.Naledi:"IassureyouMsMoloi,weare

keepingyoustrictlyformedicalreasonsno

ulteriormotive."

Bontle:"ForpitsakejustcallmeBontle.

OkayIam stayingjustonemorenightafter

thatifyoudontdischargemeIam goingto

dischargemyselfyouhearmedoctor."

DrNaledi:"Crystalclear."

(IwatchasshewalksoutandIlookatmy

flattummy.IwaswithababyandIkilledit.



Tearsfallfrom myeyes.MaybeIam

screwedforlifeandthatbabyisbetterof

withaprostituteforamotherandaliarfor

afathershewouldhavebeenscrewedalso

forlife.)

Nessa:"Isthisabadtime?"

(IraisemyheadtofindVanessaThompson

withflowersandaballoonwritten"Queens

fallandrisetooccasion.AriseQueenB,you

gotthis.")

Bontle:"Nocomein?"

Nessa:"Heardyouwereadmittedand



decidedtocheckonmyfavouritehuman."

Bontle:"Thankyou."

Nessa:"Ihavebeenobservingyouforthe

last5months.IknewIhadtomakethis

visitbeforedarknessswallowedyou."

Bontle:"Iam notfollowing?"

Nessa:"Youhavedarknessinsideyou,I

haceseenit,experienceditandlivedit.I

canhelpyouturnitintosomething

unimaginable.Icangiveyoupowertomake

thosewhowrongedyoubleed.Youarea

queenBontlewakeupandrealiseit.No



queenletsamanmakeherfeellessofa

queen.Whenyouarereadytoletthat

darknessout.Youknowwheretofindme."

(Sheturnsandwalksout.Whileherwords

lingerinmythoughtsallday.)
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***************

"Ihavebeenscreamingforyearsbutno

nodyhaseverheardme."

****************

Inathi

Inathi:"PromisemeB,youwillneverscare

melikethateveragain."

(Sherollshereyesatmeandnodsher

head.)

Bontle:"Ipromisenowyoycanstopbeing

soloudmyheadisalreadyhurting."



Inathi:"Youscaredallofus.Whydidn'tyou

reachout?Iaskedifyouwereokay."

Bontle:"Itwasanimpulsivedecision.Idont

knowbutwhe.Youarealreadyonan

emotionalvergethemindturnstomake

decisionsbasedonwhatitisexactlyfeeling

atthatmoment.Itwasnevermyintention

togiveyouandmaafright."

Inathi:"Andstopactingstrongwhenyou

areclearlynot.Itsokaytodropyourguard

attimesB.Itdoesnotmakelessofhuman

orweak.Itjustmakesyouhuman."

Bontle:"AlrightDrPhil.Iwilldothat."



(Ilookatherandlaugh.)

Inathi:"Don'tyouaremakingitdifficultfor

metobemadatyou."

Bontle:"Simple,don'tbemadatme.Iam

finenow.Isurvivedanearanducan

assureyouthatIhavelearntmylesson."

Inathi:"Thedoctorsaidyouarerefusingto

seeapsychologist."

Bontle:"Talkingdoesnothelpanything."

Inathi:"Whatareyougoinvtodothen?If



youwonttalkthem whatBontle?"'

Bontle:"WhateverIhavetodotosurvive."

Inathi:"Promisemeitwontbeanother

suicideattempt."

Bontle:"Beenthere,donethatandnotgoing

backthereIcanassureyou."

Inathi:"Whenyougetdischargedyouare

eithermovinginwithmeandthetwinsor

wearemovinginwithyou."

Bontle:"HonestlyInathiIdon'tneeda

babysitterIam good."



Inathi:"Iwasntaskingyouactually.Iwas

justputtingitoutthereforyou."

Bontle:"Don'tyouhavesomewhereelseto

be?"

Inathi:"RightherenexttoyouiswheteI

currentlyneedtobe."

Bontle:"Okaymma.Wellyoucanseatthere

andwatchmesleep.Iam tired."

Inathi:"Okaybabe.Goahead."

(Iwatchassheclosehereyesandsitdown



readingthemagazinebythetable.Soon

sheissnoringandIwalktoherbedand

lookatherassheispeacefullysleeping.I

putmyhandoverhersandclosemyeyes)

Inathi:"HeavenlyfatherIknowIdontdothis

quiteoftenbutIprayforthetwoimportant

peopleinmylife,BontlendRaphael.Ipray

thatyougivethem strengthtogetthrough

thisphaseLord.Mayyourenewtheir

strengthlordandyourmerciesonthem

Lord.InyourmightynameIpray.Amen."

(IkissherforeheadasIwalkout,calling

Derrick.Ittimetoputthingsinorder.His

phonegoesstraighttovoicemailsoI

decidetoleavehim amessage.)



Inathi:"Hi,itsmepleasecallmeassoonas

yougetthis.Weneedtotalk."

******************

******************

Bontle

Iwatchhim standingbythewindow.Ican

tellfrom thestiffnessofhisposturethathe

isunderalotofstress.

Bontle:"Dan!"

Daniel:"Ithoughtweagreedyouwillcallme

whenitgetstough."



Bontle:"Iam sorry."

Daniel:"Yoursorrydoesnotcutitnow.

WhatifInathididnotgetthereontime?"

(Ilookathim andsmile)

Daniel:"Don'tyoudare.Don'tyousmile

Bontlenyane."

Bontle:"Thisisagoodsitetosee.Youall

workedupformysake."

Daniel:"Icareaboutyou."



Bontle:"Iknow."

(Hecontinuestarringoutside)

Bontle:"VanessaThompsoncametosee

meearlieron."

Daniel:"Whywouldshecomeseeyou?"

Bontle:"Shesaidshewantstohelpmeget

ovetwhatIam goingthrough."

Daniel:"Bontlelistentome,thelastthing

youneedisanyassociationwiththe

Thompsonfamily.Theyarenotthekindof



peopleyouneedhelpfrom."

Bontle:"(laughing)Youshouldseeyour

facerightnow.Youalmostpink."

Daniel:"Damnmit!Bontlewhycantseeyou

howseriousthisis?Theonlythingthose

peoplewillteachyouisdarkness,theyare

kniwnothingbutkillingpeople.Shejust

wantstoturnyouintoakillingmachine."

Bontle:"Ialreadyfiguredoutthat."

Daniel:"Promiseme,promisemeyouwill

stayawayfrom them.Thedevilofthis

countryisthatfamily."



(Ilookathim andkeepquite.)

Daniel:"Bontle,pleasedonttellmeyouare

consideringheroffer."

Bontle:"IwontlietoyouDan,itsallIhave

beenthinkingabout."

Daniel:"Icanhelpyouthroughthis.Itdoes

nothavetobethem.Wecandoittogether."

Bontle:"IalreadymademymindDan,Iam

goingtoservemyrevengecoldforallthose

whohavehurtme.EvenifitmeansIhaveto

partnerupwiththeDevilherself.IwillsoI



canmakethem bleedthetearsIhave

shed."

(Helooksatwithnothingbutpitywhich

makesmeevenmoremad.ThisiswhatI

dontwantatall.Idon'twanttheirpity.Iwill

bestrongagain,Ifellthisoncebutthis

wouldbethelasttimeIwouldeverbe

down.)

******************

******************

Raphael

************flashback***********

Molemogi:"Tonightyouwilltakethislikea

bigboyyouare.Nocrying."



(Ilookathim andthebeltheisholdingand

nodmyhead.)

Molemogi:"Thatsmyboy.Comeonthen

holdthetableandstickthattinylittleass

outforme.Dontletgonomatterwhat."

(WithunsteadyhandIholdthetable.Iclose

myeyeshopingitwillblockouttheimpact

ofthebelt.Butitstingstheminutethebelt

makescontactwithmyskin.AndIsaya

smallprayertomymother.

"MommypleasecomebackIpromiseIwill

beagoodboyfrom nowon.Iwillnolonger

giveyoustressandheadache.Please



mamarescueme."

Butlikeanyothernightmyprayersnever

getanswered.Bythethirdstroke,tearsand

mucusarecloudingmysight.)

Molemogi:"Thatsmyboy.Youaresoclever.

ThatswhytonightIgotyouagift.Penny

comeinhere."

(Iwatchasthehelper'sdaughterwalkin

withshakinglegs.SheistheonlyfriendI

havethisinthiscompound.Ishakemy

headather,tellinghertoturnbackand

walkaway.)



Molemogi:"Comeinsweetheart,todayyou

aregoingtorewardRaphaelforbeinga

goodboy."

(Hedropsthebeltdownashewalks

towardsthescaredPenny.)

Raphael:"Noleaveher,youcanhaveme

instead.LeavePennyalone."

Molemogi:"Iakwaystellyouareweak.

ShouldIgetAlejandroinhere,Iam surehe

willbepleasedtodoit."

(HesaysashetearsupPenny'slittledress.)



Raphael:"Isaidleaveheralone.Leaveher."

(Irushandholdhishandbutheturnsand

punchesmeonthestomachandIroll

down.)

Molemogi:"(kickingmeonthestomach)

FinallygrowingsomeballsRaphael.Stand

upmoronifyou,aregoingtoactlikeaman

standupandfightlikeone."

(from hisbackhepullsthegun.andpointit

atPenny.)

Molemogi:"Nowareyougoingtofuckthis

whoreorshouldIdoitandblowherbrains."



Raphael:"Nodon'tkillher.Iwilldoit."

(IstandupandgrabPennyandthrowon

thecouch.PinningherhanddownItearher

underwearbeforeIshovecockmyselfinto

herfleshwithoutanyhesitation.Herempty

criesfilltheroom filltheroom whileIfillher

inside.)

Molemogi:"Thatsmyboy."

Penny:"Raphael,pleasestopIam begging

you.Stop,stop."

(Iraisemyhandanddeliverahotclap



acrossherface.)

Raphael:"Shutupbitch."

Molemogi:"Thatsitgetherinorder."

(Ikeepthrustinginandoutofsweetcunt.I

pulloutasmyclimaxreachesandshoveit

inhermouth.)

Raphael:"Comeonsuckandswallowevery

bitofit."

Penny:"Youareamonsterjustlikehim.A

monster..."



**********Endofflashback*********

"Monster!YouareamonsterRaphael!"

HervoicekeepsrepeatinginmymindasI

wakeupdrenchedinsweatanddisoriented.

ThenightmaresorshouldIsayflashbacks

areback.Ilookaroundtheroom andthe

silenceistooloud.HervoiceisallIkeep

hearingoverandoveragain.ItryDaniel's

phonebutitgoesstraighttovoicemail.

"Monster!Youareamonster.Justlikehim."

Damn!IsprintinmywardrobeIchangeand

grabthekeystomybiker.Puttingonthe



helmetIridestraighttoInathi'shouse.

Callingher,Iimpatientlywaitforhertopick

up.

Inathi:"(sleepy)Hello."

Raphael:"Iam outside,openup."'

(Hangingup,after5minutesIparkmybike

infrontofherhouse.Sheiswaitingforme

withaworryingly.Iwalkstraighttoherand

smashmylipsonhers.Ikissherhopingher

innocencewillgivethepeaceIlongfor.It

willwashmeofmysins.)



Raphael:"yousaidyouwillcomebackbut

youdidn't."

Inathi:"Sorry.Areyouokay?"

Raphael:"Imissedyou."

Inathi:"Itstwointhemorning,youdrove

throughthenightjustbecauseyoumissed

me?"'

Raphael:"Whatiswiththemillionquestions

solate?"

(Ipassherandwalkstraighttomyboy's

room.Iswitchthelightonandwalktohis



bed.Ikissjosforehead.)

Raphael:"Iloveyoulittleman."

(Iam soafraidthatImightturnoutlike

Molemogi.ThatIam amonsterjustlike

him.

AsIwalkoutInathiisleaningagainstthe

wallstudyingmeintensely.Iignoreherand

walkintotheprincessroom.Ialsolighther

room,sheishuggingherteddybearand

fastsleep.Ikisshercheek.)

Raphael:"Iloveyouprincess.AndIwillkill

anyonewhowilltrytohurtyou.myself



included."

(Switchingoffherlightandclosingherdoor.

Ifaceher,Idon'thavemydefense

mechanismsincheck,rightnowhere,thein

controlRaphaelIsnomore.Justa

vulnerablemanafraidofhisghostsand

demons.)

Inathi:"(openningherarms)Comehere."

(Iwalkstraighttoherandletherhugme.

Thoughitdoesnottakeawaythetroubles

butitssoothing.)

Inathi:"Weloveyoudaddy.Neverforget



that.Comeletsgetyouinbedbigboy."

(Iletherleadmetoherbedroom.Shestrips

menakedandwalksmetobed.Inherchest

andprotectivehandsIfallasleep.)
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*******************

"ShecalledmeNight,becauseIlovedthe

darkness.AndInicknamedherLuna,

becausesereflectedthesun."-A.Bentley

*******************

Bontle

Ilookatthebedoncemorevowingto

myselfnevertosetfootinhereagainfor

thesamereasonthatthatputmeherein

thefirstplace.Ilookatthenotesonthebed

forallofthem.OneforDaniel,oneforma

andtheotherforInathi.Iam becominga

ghostuntilIhavemydemonsundercontrol.



Nessa:"Areyoureadytoleave?"

Iturnandlookherstandingbythedoor.

Shespecificallycameforme.Whenusent

thattextIthoughtshewikksendsomeone

tocomefetchmelikehermillionagents.

Bontle:"YahIam,canyoumakesurethey

getthisletters.Idon'twantthem toworry

aboutme."

Nessa:"Consideritdone.Isthere

somethingelse?"

Bontle:"Nothatsall.ButIdohavea



questionthough."

Nessa:"Ibetyoudo.ShootIam listening."

Bontle:"Ican'thelpbutwonderwhyyou

camepersonallyIthoughtyouwillsend

youragents."

Nessa:"Becauseyouarepersonaltome.

Specialinyourownway."

Bontle:"Isweareverytimeyouleaveme

evenmoreconfused.Canwegetoutof

herealready?"

Nessa:"Ofcourse.Letsgo."



(Wewalktohercarpackedinfront.Once

wegetinsideshelooksatmeandpullsa

straightface.)

Nessa:"AreyousureyouwantthisBontle?

Onceyouareinsidethereisnogoingback."

Bontle:"Iam sure.Iwantthismorethan

anythingelse."

Nessa:"Okayjustneededtomakesure.

Readytobeaghostforafewmonthsor

evenayear?"'

Bontle:"AslongitmakesmefeelliberatedI



am evenreadytobeaghostmywholelife."

Nessa:"Idon'tknowifIshouldbemovedto

tearsbyyoureagernessorscared."

Bontle:"(smiling)Both."

(IwinkatherasIlookoutsidemywindow

takinginmysurroundings.Idon'tknowthis

maybethelasttimeIseeit.)

*******************

*******************

Narrated

Mel:"Ithoughtyouwereonmyside.Thisis

abetrayalIwonttakelyingdownKaone."



(Kaonelooksathersisterpitifully.Itseems

likeeverydayherconditionworsen.)

Kaone:"Iwasdoingwhatwasbestforyou."

Mel:"bestforme?Howislockingmeina

psychiatrichospitalledithanyanetsonetse,

exactlybestforme?"

Kaone:"Thedoctorwillhelpyoubebetter

andbacktoyouroldself."'

Mel:"Iam notcrazyKaonewellexceptIam

crazyinlovewithmyhusband.Youhave

ruinedeverythingformeKaone."



Kaone:"Thisisthereasonyouarelocked

up.Youinfatuationorisobsessionwitha

manwhowillneverbeyours."

Mel:"Youaretalkingkaak!Eventhe

ancestorsknowthatheisninecome

sunshine,hellorheaven.Heismine."

Kaone:"Andforaslongasyoucontinue

believingyourdelusionsyouaregoingto

remaininhere."

Mel:"WewillseeaboutthatKaone.Wewill

seedarlingsister."



(Shelooksathersisterwithacunningsmile.

ThatgivesKaonethecreeps.)

Kaone:"Ihopeyouarenotplanning

anythingMelinda.Legaleyouarelocked

herrwithnowheretogo."

Mel:"YoujustsaidityourselfIam lockedin

herrdoyouabsolutelyhavenothingto

worryabout."

(Shestandupandwhistlesasshewalksto

herroom.Kaonestartsathercompletely

worriedabouther.)

*******************

*******************



AtGloria'shouse

Basadiusedwarm watertowipeher

mother.Itwasclearthatshewasinpain,

althoughshehadalreadygivenher

morphinetoeasethepainbutshewasstill

inpain.Thehospitalhasdonealltheycould

andcouldnolongercureherbutratheronly

manageunderpallativecarewhileletting

thediseasetakeitscourse.Gloriawas

diagnosedwithCAofthecolonearlythis

year.Unfortunatelyforheritwasalreadyat

snadvancedstagewherechemoand

radiationcouldnolongertreatit.

Basadi:"Ma!Areyousureyoudontwantme

toincreasethedose.Youseem tobeunder

alotofpain."



Gloria:"itsokaymychild.Didyoumanage

togetholdofyoursister?"

Basadi:"Herphonesarestillmotgoing

through.Thedoctorssaidyoudon'thave

muchtimeleftIdon'tknowwhyyougotto

spendtheremainingdaysofyourlife

pinningoversomeonewhowantsnothing

todowithyou."

Gloria:"DoyouknowthesacrificesInathi

madeforthisfamily?Doyouknowyou

wereabletogetthroughgatesofvarsity

becauseofherendlesssacrifices?"

Basadi:"HowcanIforgetwhenitsayou



talkaboutthesedays?Igetshesacrificeda

lotbutitdoesnotmeanwenowhaveto

worshipthegroundshewalkson."

Gloria:"Ihavewrongedherinsomanyways

Basadi.IneedtomakeitrightbeforeIleave

rhisworld."

Basadi:"Justletbygonersbebygones.

Inathiisleavingherlife.Idon'teventhink

sheremembersthatwearestillalive."

Gloria:"Itdoesnotmatter.Comeonplease

honorthewishesofadyingwoman."

Basadi:"Yousureknowhowtomake



someonefeelbadma.Iwilktryherphone

bonelasttimeifitdoesnotgothrough

thatsitwearelettingitgo."

Gloria:"Okay,butputmoreeffortand

rememberitsnotInathiwhoisatfaultits

us,itsme."

Basadi:"Gotit."

*******************

*******************

Inathi

Histearswetmytshirtashenarrateshis

story.Hehashisheadonmystomach.He



wasawakenbyanightmareandstarted

tellingmehisdatkhistory.

Inathi:"AndPennywhereisshenow?Dis

sheeverescape?"

Raphael:"BeforeIlefttoUKIhelpedher

escapewiththehelpofmymother.We

loadedherbackpackwithmoneybefore

shippingheroff."

(Hetakesamomenttocollecthimself.)

Raphael:"Sheisnowasextherapist,

stayinginFlorida."



Inathi:"Areyouguysstillintouch?'

Raphael:"Yah,checkineachotheroncea

while.Pennyneverreallygotoverwhat

happened.Iguesswealkdidjustlearntto

copewithit.Wealldid."

Inathi:"YouarenotamonsterRaphael.

Pennyisstillalivetodaybecauseyouwere

braveenoughtochooseherlifeeven

thoughitwasnotanidealdecision."

Raphael:"Thankyouforlisteningandnot

judgingme."

Inathi:"Iloveyouandhereforyoueverytime



youneedme.Nowletmegodrawyoua

bathbeforeyourrascalswakeup."

[Ipreparehim anicebubblebath.Whilehe

takesthebathIusethetimetoprepare

breakfast.Thetwinswakeupandtogether

asafamilywegavebreakfast.Oncedone

wesettleinthelivingroom towatcha

movie.IwearathrowwithRaphaelmyhead

onhischest.Thetwinsareplayingonthe

matwhenthefrontdooropensand

someoneIleastexpectedwallsin.)

Derrick:"Surprise!"

(Iraisemyheadandlookathim with

flowersandchocolate.Istandtomyfeet



abruptlymakingthethrowfallandexpose

thatIam goingtobeputtingonRaphael'st-

shirt.)

Inathi:"DerrickwhatareYOUdoinghere?"

Derrick:"ThoughtIsupriseyou.ButIcan

seethatwastotallyunnecessary."

Inathi:"DerricklookIcanexplain."

Derrick:"GoonIwouldliketohearwhatlie

youaregoingtocookforbeingcaughtcozy

withyourex."

Raphael:"Babydaddy."'



Derrick:"Huh!"'

Raphael:"Notjustex,babydaddy.Youcan

goaheadtakesomewaterlookslikeyou

needit."'

'

.

.

.

Short,dosingalot.Itsbeenalongday.

AttendingaworkshopthisweekbutIalso

wanttotrywritingeverydaylikeIusedto..
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INSERT47

*****************

"Sheisacombinationofsavageand

sensentive."-unknown

****************

Bontle

Iam inthisfacilitythatIdontevenknow

insidebutwhatIknowisthatthereisabout

5ofusfemalesamongstmagnitudesof

males.Ihavetriedtofindoutwhereexactly

Icouldbebutnoluck.

Somearetrainingyoucanseethattheyare

usedtothiskindofthing.Onethingits



crystalclearthisisatrainingfacility.AndI

am thenewbiebecauseallthisotherguys

havebeenwatchingmesinceIgothere.

IsitbythecornerasIenjoymydinnerin

peace.SomehowIwishIcouldhavemy

earphonespluckedintomyearssoIcan

ignoreallthischaosandnoisegoing

around.Especiallythejerkthatjustjumped

ontopofthedeskIam occupying.

Agent47:"Sonewbiewhereareyoufrom

andhowdidyougethere?"

(Ilookathim andignorehim asIslicemy

steakandputitintomymouth.)



Agent47:"Iguessyoudontknowtherules.

Nooneignoresaroundhere."

(Itakeasipofmyjuicebeforestandingup

towalkaway.Ihonestlydonthavetimeto

entertainhosrushoftestosteroneto

impressallhisfriends.Hegrabsmyhand

asIam abouttowalkawayandIturn

aroundandslaphim hardacrosstheface.

Thewholedinninghallfallssilentasthey

lookatus.Heraiseshishandtostrikeme

backbutNessaholdshishand.)

Nessa:"Sheismine.Youeverlayyouhand

onherIwillhaveallyourfingerssliced.You

hearmeAgent47?"



Agent47:"Crystalclearbosslady."

Nessa:"Commotionisover,finishup,next

classisin15minutes.(Shelooksatme)

Followme."

(Ifollowhertoaroom withasinglebed,

decoratedinredandwhite.Thereisastudy

tableandadeskwithachessboardandits

pieceslaidnicelyontopofit.Thenan

emptybookshelf,avintagewardrope.)

Nessa:"Thiswillbeyourroom.

Bontle:"Okaythankyou."



Nessa:"Bontleisnomore,withinthiswalls

youwillbeknownasRed."

Bontle:"Notagentsomethingsomething?"

Nessa:"No,justRed.Thatsyourcodename.

NowcanwebegintherebirthofRed."

Bontle:"Iguessso."

Nessa:"SitRed,haveyoueverplayed

chess?"

Bontle:"Ialwaysthoughtofitasboring."



Nessa:"Thereasonwhyyoulifeisinchaos

isbecauseofthat.Peoplewhoplaychess

havecontrolintheirlivesbecausethere

everymoveisalwayscalculated."

Bontle:"Therearesomanywaystohave

controlinlife."

Nessa:"Playingchessteachesyoutolearn

yourenemytocalculatetheirmovebefore

theyevenmakeit.Itgivesyoucontrolin

yourgame.Andthatisyourfirstlesson.

LearningcontrolRed."

(Shemovesoneofthepiecesacrossthe

chessboard.)



Nessa:"learnit,onceyouhavemasteredit

wecanproceedtolesson2.Remember

controlRed.Mastertheyourenemy's

moves."

(ShewalksoutandIstareatthechess

boardbeforemovingtomybed.Ididnot

comeheretobeschooledonhowtoplay

chess.Ilayonthebedandclosemyeyes.)

**************************

**************************

Narrated

Pogisosingsasshesweepsheryard.Ever

sincemovingtothevillageandstartingher

tuckshopbusinessthingshavebeenbetter.

Althoughshestillwishesthatshehadher



Gaboronehouse.Shehasgottenusedto

beingthevillagetalk,howthemightyhas

fallenithowoftentheydescribedher.

MmaBoi:"HeelaMmaTemagarereme-

me?"

(Shelooksatherneighborandrollsher

eyesbeforewalkingtothefencetospeak

tohernoisyneighbor.)

MmaB:"AkereIknowgaonaTVnekereke

goupdatekatsakoGaborone."(Iknowyou

don'thaveTelevisionsoIthoughtIshould

updateyou.)



Pogiso:"Itbetterbesomethingimportant

asyoucanseeIam sweepingtheyard."

MmaB:"Idon'tknowwhyyoumustalways

sweepyouyardyohbarelyevergetguests

nitthatIblamethem Imeanyohstayina

oneroom traditionalhutwherewouldthey

possiblysleepiftheyvisit."

Pogiso:"Areyougoingtotellmeorke

ithobogemma.Tsheleyagagosetsee

nkemeha."

MmaB:"Iwassayingmaybeyoushould

makepeacewithyourlatehusband'sson

seeingthateversinceTumelopassedon

youdon'thaveanypeaceoranythingfor



yourname."

Pogiso:"Iknewthiswasjustgoingtobe

zero.Dontyouhaveanythingbettertodo

thanstivkingyournoseintomybusinessall

thedarntimeMnaBoi."

MmaBoi:"Wait!Sangalaakothelewena

gaoitsigotshameka(laughing)Iwas

goingtosaylookslikethatboyisbeing

punishedforallthatheputyouthroughand

Tumelo.Turnsouthisadoptivefather

sexuallyabusedhim whilehewasyoung."

Pogiso:"Goodforhim.Hewillneverknow

peaceforkillingmyson."



MmaBoi:"ButIstillthinkyoushouldmake

pe..."

(Pogisoturnsandwalksawayleaving

MmaBoistandingbythefencetalkingalone.

Shewalkstohertuckshoptoattendtothe

customer.

Shesmileswhensherealisesitherfavorite

customerwhosomehowremindsherofher

lateTumelobeforehebecamefat.)

Customer:"Mmedumela.(Helloma'am)"

Pogiso:"Ngwanaka,aothotse?Nkago

thusakaeng?"(Hellomychild?Howare



you?HowcanIhelpyou)

Customer:"Iwasjustpassingbyfrom town

ansIthoughtIpassbytogiveyoumoney

forsugar."

(Hehandsherap200note.)

Pogiso:"Ohhbathong!ThankyoumayGod

blessyoumore."

(Shelookssadlyathim wonderingwhatisit

exactlyabouthim thatremindshersomuch

ofTumelo.)

Customer:"Ma!Areyouokay?"



Pogiso:"Iam goodmychild.Justthinkinga

lotaboutmychildIguess."

Customer:"Oh!whereishe?"

Pogiso:"Hepassedawayabout5yearsago.

IguessIturntomisshim."

Customer:"Itmustbehardonyou.Be

comfortedma'am Ism sureheisinabetter

place.Letmeleaveyou."

Pogiso:"Thankyou.Youarekind."

(Shewatcheshercustomerashewhistles



tohiscar,asimiliarwhistletothatwhich

Tumelolikedinhisprimeage.Reminding

heragainofhim.)

*********************

*********************

Inathi

Raphael:"Notjustex,babydaddy.Youcan

goaheadtakesomewaterlookslikeyou

needit."

Inathi:"Raphael!"

Raphael:"What?Darrium hereneedstotake

ahike.Imeanheisbusyaskingirrelevant

questionsatobviousthings."



Inathi:"Derrickcanwetalk,(ilookat

Raphael)inprivate.Raphaeltakethekids

onawalkorsomething."

Raphael:"5minutesthatsallIam giving

you."

(Irollmyeyesathim asgmhewalksout

withthetwins.)

Inathi:"CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?"

Derrick:"NoIam allgoodDoddlebug."

Inathi:"DerrickIam sorryInevermeantfor



youtofind........"

Derricks:"(interruptingme)LookDoodle

bug,Iforgiveyou.Iforgiveyouforfalling

intotemptationIshouldhaveneverleft

knowingtgatpredatorishere.Letsjust

rewindbackmyloveandmoveon."

(Ilookathim abitpuzzled.)

Derrick:"Thisthingshappen.Iwon'tdump

youjustbecauseyoucheatedonmewith

Raphael.Itsokaywhenhecomesbackjust

askhim togiveusspacetoworkoutour

things."



Inathi:"Derrick,wehavebeenthroughalot

together."

Derrick:"Iknowmylovethatswhywecan't

letthisthinggetbetweenus."

Inathi:"AndIappreciateallthatyouhave

doneformesofarbutIlovehim.Italways

beenhim anditwillalwaysbehim."

Derrick:"No!Youarejustconfused.You

lovemeInathi.MeyourSnugglesnotthat

arrogantjerk."

Inathi:"Iam sosorryDerrick.Ihavealready

decidedthatIam goingtogivehim a



chance.Giveourfamilyachance."

Derrick:"Astheotherinvolvedpartyinthis

relationshipIam sorrytoinform youthatI

refusethatdecision."

Inathi:"(confusingly)What?"

Derrick:"Youmadeadecisionregardingour

relationshipwithourconsultingmefirst.

Whenwegotintothisrelationshipweboth

madethatdecision.Soitsonlyfairthat

whenwebreakupitsalsoacollective

decisionfrom bothofusnotoneparty."

Inathi:"ButDerrick."



Derrick:"Nobuts.Iam notgoingtobeused

anddiscardedlikeIam aplasticbag.You

usedmewhenyourloverwasnotaround

nowthatheisbackyouthinkyoucanjust

throwmeawayandmyfeelingslikewe

dontmatteranymore.Nyaagaebereke

jalo."

Inathi:"Ilovehim Derrick."

Derrick:"AndIloveyousimple.Wehave

beenthroughsomuchtogether.Iam not

goinganywhere.Infactletmegetmy

father'swineandmakemyself

comfortable."'



(Hesaysashewalkstothewinecellarand

grabsabottleofwineandglass.Crossing

hislegsonthecouchheindeedmakes

himselfcomfortableanddrinksitwithno

worries.Iam justtoostunnedtodo

anything.)

Derrick:"Youthinkyoucanusemeand

throwmeout.Ketogorutagophelale

batho,lonyatsabatho."

(ThedooropensandRaphaelwalksinside.)

Raphael:"Ishego.....Whatishestilldoing

here?"



Derrick:"Thisismygirlfriend'shouse.Iam

notgoinganywhere."

Raphael:"Areyouinsane?Shedoesnot

loveyou."

Derrick:"Oksalayo,Iam notgoinganywhere.

Lekannalabitsakatakata,Iam not

moving."
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******************

"Loversdontfinallymeetsomewhere.They

areineachotherallalong."-Rumi

******************

Raphael:"Areyouinsane?Shedoesnot

loveyou."

Derrick:"Oksalayo,Iam notgoinganywhere.

Lekannalahitsakatakata,Iam not

moving."

Raphael:"Heelangnaarewagaafa.Getout,

withyourhotspotlovebeforeweforcefully

removeyou."



Derrick:"Youaremakingnoise.Iam trying

toconcentrate."

Inathi:"Derrick,lookIam so....."

Derrick:"(interjecting)Notawordyour

mouthInathi.Youhavemadeyourchoice.

ButIwantyoutoknowyoushallremember

mewhenhefucksyouup.Youshall

experiencethesamepainyouputmein

double.Wishyouallthebest."

(Hegrabsthewinebottleandwalkout.)

Raphael:"Wellthatwent(scratcheshis



head).Whydoyoualwayshavetofallfor

theworstpeopleever?"

Inathi:"(raisinganeyebrow)Yourself

included?"

Raphael:"No,Iam thebestthingever."

Inathi:"WellyouandIsurelyknowhowto

pickthem.Dontforgetyouweremarriedto

amentalcase."

Raphael:"Mel.....

(Hisphoneringsandhepullsotoutfrom

thepocketandpicksup.)



Raphael:"Talktome."

Alejandro:"Hopeyouhavebookedustoa

niceluxurioushotel."

Raphael:"Allarrangementshasbeen

made."

Alejandro:"Good,expectusin2days.Inthe

meantimefindsomethingtokeepthefire

burning."

Raphael:"Onit."

Alejandro:"Great,seeyousoon."



(Hehangsupandhereceivesanother

phonecall.Isitdownandlookathim.Ashe

talks,Iam completelymesmerizedwhenit

comestohim.)

Raphael:"Penny."

(Myeyespopoutashementionshername.

Henoticesashecomestomeandgiveme

aperkonthelips.Beforesittingdownand

puttingmyfeetandplayingwiththem)

Penny:"Yourfatheristrendingonthe

news."



Raphael:"Yes,themonsterfinallygetshis

dues."

Penny:"TellmesomethingRaphael,areyou

behindthis."

Raphael:"YesIam theonewholeakedthe

story."

Penny:"Why?Wemadeanagreementyou,I

andAlejandrothattheworldshallnever

knowwhatmadeuswhowearetoday.So

whydidyoudecidenowtoairourdirtyold

laundrytotheworld?"

Raphael:"Ineededtostophim.Someone



neededtostophim beforehehurtmore

innocentpeople."

Penny:"Youalwaysturnedablindeyewhrn

hehurtotherinnocentpeople.Preferringto

cleanuphismess.Whynow?"

Raphael:"Ihaveafamilyandhewas

comingafterthem.Thiswastheonlyway

tostophim."

Penny:"Iknewit.Ithastobeforyourown

personalgain.AfterallyouandMolemogi

arejustthrsame,alwayspushingyourown

agendas."



(Ifeelhim tensealittle)

Raphael:"Pennylistenyournamewon'tbe

mentionedatall.Youcanrestassuredof

that."

Penny:"Iam sureitwon'tbecauseyou

knowwhy,youwouldn'twanttheworldto

knowthatyouarejustlikehim.Youenjoyed

itasmuchashedid.AndhereIthoughtI

waswrongaboutyouallalongbutyougo

ontoprovetomethatyouarejusta

monstermaybeevenworstmonsterthan

him.Howdoyouusepeople'slivestofight

yourbattleswithyourfather.Youdisgust

me.



(Shehangsupand,Raphaelputshisphone

downbeforeturningtome.Forasecondhe

looksvulnerablebutitquicklydissolvesinto

hiscontrolledself.)

Inathi:"Areyouokay?Whatdidshewant?"

Raphael:"(teasingly)Isthishowitsgoingto

be,discussingmyphonecalls."

Inathi:"Ra...."

Raphael:"Shewantedtomakesurethather

namewillremainoutinallofthis.Ihaveto

gooutandsortafewthings."



Inathi:"Whataboutthepress?Theyarestill

waitingatyourplacelikevultures."

Raphael:"Iam notgoingtohidehere

becausejournalistswantsascoopofmy

story.Iam goingouttheretomakesure

Molemogiisputbehindbarsforalongtime.

Inthemeantimeyoulookafteryourpretty

selfandourchildren."

(Hestandsupandpullsmeupwithhim.

Cuppingmyfacehekissesme.Whenhe

pullsaway,hisfacelingersonmefora

while.)

Inathi:"Whatisit?"



Raphael:"Imissedoutonyourpregnancy

withthetwinsIthinkIshouldknockyouup

again."

Inathi:"(Ismackhim lightlyonthestomach)

unlessyouarepreparedtobetheone

carryingthebabytofullterm therewillbe

noknockingmeup."

Raphael:"(smirksandspanksmelightly)

WeWillseeaboutthat."

(Iam abouttoreplyhim whenmyphone

rings.)

Raphael:"Iwillseeyousoon.Don'tmissme



alot."

(HekissesmeagainandIwatchashe

strollstothebedroom.)

Inathi:"Hello!"

(Ihearacoughinthebackground)

Inathi:"Hello."

(Thereisabsolutesilentattheendofthe

line.Ilookaymephonebeforehangingup.)

Inathi:"Probablyawrongnumber."



******************

******************

Melinda

IsitexcitedlyasIwaitforhisvisit.His

visitsarewhatkeepsmegoinginthishell

hole.Myownsecretrescueman.

HewalksinwhistlinglikeusualandIsmile

athim asIsitdown.

Man:"Youlookbettertoday."

Mel:"Thankyou,Ihavebeentakingmy

medication."



Man:"Goodtohear.Thatmeansourplanis

workingoutperfectly."

Mel:"AnythingIshouldknow."

Man:"Ahnonothingofgreatimportance.

Keepontakingyourmeds,sotheycan

releaseyousoon.Onceyougetdischarged

youwillfindeverythingyouneedready,a

flightonstandbytotakeyoubackto

Botswanaandahousethereforyou."

Mel:"Ohhthankyousomuch.Youstill

haven'ttolfmewhyyouhelpingme."



Man:"Joinedforcesarebetterthanone

manstandingalone."'

Mel:"Iam notfollowing."

Man:"Webothhaveacommongoal.We

wantsomethingandIordertogetitits

betterifweworktogetherthanas

individuals."

Mel:"Okay,goon."

Man:"YouwantRaofe,Iwantmygirlback."

Mel:"(confused)Raofe??"



Man:"SorryImeantRaphael.Youwant

RaphaelandIwantInathi.Youcankeep

him andthetwinsasapresentfrom me.

Wewon'tbeneedingthem."

Mel:"Ohh!-really.Finally,myfamilybackin

onepiece.Thankyousomuch."

Man:"Noneedtothankme.Rememberin

orderforthisplantoworkitallreliesonyou

gettingoutofhere.Onceyouareoutthen

everythingwillbeapieceofcake."

Mel:"Gotit.Don'tworryIwillbeoutinno

time."



Man:"Goodtohere.TakecareMelinda."

(Hestandsandturnstoleavewhistling.I

standupandwhistlealsogoingbacktomy

room feelingmotivatedenoughforanything

thatmightrise.Mostlyfilledupwithhope

andhappinessthatIam goingtogetmy

familybackinonepiece.)

****************

****************

Inathi

IwipemyhandswiththeclothasIwalk

checkoutwhoisbuzzingoutside.

Landon:"MommyIdon'twantthegreen



beans."

Inathi:"(rollingmyeyes)Stopbeingapicky

eaterThami."

(IpressonsoIcanseewhoisoutsideandI

am surprisedtoseeMartin.PuzzledIopen

thegateforhim andwaitbythedoorashis

cardrivesinside.Theminuteitpacks.Two

facesthatIhavebeenmissingalotcome

runningtome.)

Katleho:"Mommy!"

(Iopenmyarmsandtheyrollintothem

huggingmetightly.Ikisstheirforeheads.)



Inathi:"Mytwohandsomebabies."

Tumisho:"Iam notababyanymore."

Inathi:"YouwillalwaysbemybabyTumi,no

matterhowoldyouget."

(IshiftyattentiontoKatlehoandhegives

meagiddybubblysmilewithtwomissing

teeth.Myheartmeltslookingathim.)

Inathi:"DidyousellyourteethtotheTeeth

Fairyagain?"

Katleho:"Thistimearoundhestolemy



teethwhileIwassleeping."

Tumisho:"WhereisNamiandThami?"

Inathi:"Ibethedid.Gooninside,youwill

findthem inthere."

(Iwatchastheyracetothedoor.)

Inathi:"Noboys,theruleshavenotchanged.

Norunninginthehouse."

Katleho:"Yesmommy."

(Ismilelookingatthem.)



Inathi:"Theysuredogrowupfast."

Martin:"ItfeelslikeyesterdaywhenIwas

heretopickthem up.Hardtobelieveits

been5yearsalready."

Inathi:"Truehey.Whatbringsyouguyshere

solate?"

Martin:"Mbaliwassupposedtogetthem

butshesayssheisoutofthecityandwill

onlybebackaftertwoweeks."

Inathi:"MbaliwillalwaysbeMbali.Koore

willsheevergrow?"



Martin:"Ihighlydoubtit.Ihadalreadymade

planswithmywifetogoonthepromised

honeymoonwenevergot.Iam sorryto

imposetheseonyoubutcouldyoulook

afterthem forawhileIwillgeythem as

soonasIgetback."

Inathi:"NoneedtoapologizeMartin.Itold

youTumiandKatliarealwayswelcome

here.Thisisalsotheirhome.Goandhave

funwithyoyrwifetheboysaregoingtobe

welltakecareof."

Martin:"Thankyousomuch.Idon'tknow

howIcaneverrepauyouforallyour

troubles."



Inathi:"Youarealreadyrepayingmeby

givingthem thebestcare."

Martin:"Alright,letmegettheirbagssoibe

onmywayback."

Laterintheeveningwehavelaidour

mattressesinthelivingroom infrontofthe

tv.Iam stuckinthemiddleonthe.Theyare

snorringandIlookatthem smiling.Mycute

littlemoraka,theonlythinginthisherdof

cattleisthebull.Iwonderwhereheisandif

heisokay?
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******************

"Sadbirdsstillsing."-Faraway

******************

Inathi

"Breakingnewsthebusinessmoghul,our

handsomebachelorbankerhascomeout

toconfirm thatindeedtheallegations

againsthisadoptivefatheraretrue."

Ichangeimmediatelychangethechannel.

SincemorningeveryNewsoutlethasbeen

buzzingwithRaphaelandhisstory.Isettle

ontheDlaminichannel.



"Recently,newsroomshavebeenbuzzing

nonestopasnewsbrokeoutthatthereis

moretoskeletonshiddenintheArmani

suitsthattheHudsonmenwear.Strong

allegationshavebeenmadeagainstthe

notoriousMolemogiHudson.Inthis

allegationsthemanhasbeenaccusedof

sexuallymolestinghisadoptiveson.Who

wouldhaveeverthoughtthatbeneaththe

suititsnothingbutapedophile.Justthis

morninghissoncameouttoconfirm that

indeedtheallegationsaretrue.Andguess

whatwehaveBankerBaeastheladiescall

him onstudiowithustoday.Iam yourhost

BusiThompsonandthisistheDailyDlamini

talkshow,withoutanydelayihelpme

welcomeRaphaelHudsononstage."



(IsinkintothecouchasIlookathim

assessinghim.Helooksincontrollike

always.)

Busi:"Thankyoufordecidingtohaveyour

storyairedonourshow."

Raphael:"Nothankyouforlettingmeuse

yourplatform tosharemystory."

Busi:"Batswanakolwapeng,myself

includedareverymuchcuriousaboutthe

recentnewsthatmadeheadlines."

Raphael:"Ifthisisyourwayofaskingifitis



true,thenyesitstrue.Igotadoptedby

MolemogiandGosegowhenIwas10years

alongwithanotherchildAlejandro,whowas

2monthsolderthanme.Ayearafterthe

adoptionhestartedmolestingusand

wheneverhegotsatisfiedwouldforce

eitheroneofustorapetheother.

Sometimesevenotherchildrenwhichhe

wouldhavescoutedinnearbyplaces.He

saidhewasmakingusstrongtowithstand

anything."

Busi:"Suchanawfulthingtogothroughas

achild.SohowdidyouandAlejandro

escape?"

Raphael:"ItwentonuntilIwas17.Mrs

Molemogifellpregnantandexcitement



tookoverforsometime.Inthattime

AlejandrohadalreadyescapedandIgot

shippedofftoaboardinfschoolandlaterto

Oxforduniversity.OnceIgottoUKImadea

vowtoneverreturnuntilIhadmyownplace

andmoney."

Busi:"AnyideaaboutwhereAlejandrocould

be?Ifhesurvivedlikeyou?"

Raphael:"Hesurvivedjustdifferentfrom my

survival.Wearebrotherthoughnotblood

relatedbutwhatfathermadeusgothrough

broughtuscloserthaneverbefore."

Busi:"Iam curiousaboutsomething,allthis

yearsofsilencewhybreakthesilence



now?"

Raphael:"Ihavealwaysbeenaproudman

andIneverspokeoutbecauseIthoughtit

willmakemelookweakandpatheticbut

recentlyIgottolearnthatIhavetwo

beautifultwins,aboyandagirlalongwith

theirbeautifulmother,myfatherhas

threatenedthem.Knowingthemanheis

andwhatheiscapableofIcouldn'tjustsit

backamdletthem endurewhatIendured."

Busi:"Aww!congratulations.Arewegoing

tobehearingweddingbellssoon?"

Raphael:"Hopefullyyes."



Busi:"Youheardthemanladies,BankerBae

isofficiallyoffthemarket,heistaken.Any

lastwordsyouwillliketosaybeforeclosing

Raphael?"

Raphael:"Iam pleadingtovictim orshouldI

saysurvivorsthathavebeenmolestedby

MolemogiHudsontocomeoutandhelpme

buthim behindbarswherehebelongs.I

knowitsdifficultandsomearescared

becausehehasthreatenedyoubutyou

havenothingtoworryabout.ThestateandI

arehundredpercentbehindyou.Ican'tdoit

alone,Ineedyouehelpsowecanhavea

safestreetstoraiseourchildrenwithout

fearingpedophileslikeMolemogi."

Busi:"Youheardtheman,thisisthetimeto



speakout,breakthesilenceandsavethe

nextgenerationfrom monsterlike

Molemogi.From meBusiThompsonand

therestofthecrewthankyouforturningin.

Havealovelyday."

Iswitchoffthetvsndstareattheblank

space.ThisisgoingtobealenthywarandI

honestlydontfeellikeitsawinforus.As

muchaswewillwinagainstMolemogibut

itsalsogoingtoopenmanydoorsofpain

forus.ManydoorswhichIwouldrather

theyremainedclosed.Icloseandeyesand

putmyhandbeforeme.

Inathi:"HeavenlyfatherIdon'tdothisoften

andeverytimeIdothisitalwaysfeellikeI

doitbecausesomethingiswronginmylife



butIhonestlydon'tknowwheretoturnif

nottoyou.Iam askingyoutogiveme

strengthtobestrongforhim forthestorm

weareabouttoexperience.Iam askingyou

toopenuphishearttoreceivemyhelpin

anywaymightofferhim.Inthistryingtimes

Iaskyoutopleasekeepourfamilytogether

andprotectedatalltime.Wehavefallen

shortifyourglorybuttodayIturnbackand

askyoutocomeonceagainandresidein

ourheartsandhome.InyourmightnameI

pray.Amen."

(Iwalktotheirroomsandpackthem

overnightbags.)

Inathi:"Boyscomeonwearegoingfora

sleepoveratAuntyB'shouse."



****************

****************

Inathi

IsmileasIparkthecarnexttoDaniel'scar.

BeforeIgetoffthecarDanielwalksout

holding3whiteenvelopes.

Daniel:"Iwascomingtoseeyou."'

Inathi:"AndhereIam.IsBinsideIbrought

hercompanythatmightcheerherup."

.

Daniel:"Sheisnothere.Shewantedyouto

havethis."



(Igettheenvelopewithmynamewritten

outside.AndIopenitinsidethereisaletter.

ItakeitoutandopenitasIstartreading')

"Dear:Wifey

ForthelongesttimeIhavebeensearching

formypurposeandpeace.Butineverything

Isetouttodoit,Inevergottenthepurpose

andpeace,ofit.

RecentlyImetawoman,aqueenwho

resembledthatlongingforpeaceIwanted.

Andwhohaveofferedtoteachmeonhow

totapintothatpeaceandpurposeIhave

beenseeking.Ihavedecidedtograbthat



opportunitywithopenarms.

Inmysearchforthtpeaceandpurseiam

goingtodisappear,Idon'tknowforhow

longitcouldbedays,weeks,monthsor

evenyears.ItwillalldependifIhavefound

whatIam lookingfor.

Don'tworryaboutmejusttakecareof

yourself,mamaandthekids.Iwilltryto

writeasmuchasIcan.ButnothatIwill

alwaysbethinkingofyou.

LoveyouInathi.

Bontlenyanejwagago."



(Iclosetheletterandputitbackinthe

envelopebeforeIturntofaceDaniel.)

Inathi:"WehavetofindherDanielwhatif

shetriestokillherselfagain."

Daniel:"Dontworryshewon'tandwewon't

findevenifwe,tried.Sheissafetherebut

youmightnotgetyourusualbestfriend

whenshereturns."

Inathi:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Daniel:"Theplacetheytookherto,it

changespeople.Bontlewon'tbethesame



whenshereturns.Ihavetogo.Iwillseeyou

around."

(ConflictedandconfusedIgetinthecar

anddrivestraighttoLorato'shouse.Sheis

withLanda.)

Lorato:"Ijoosaphelanekesetseke

organiseraftertearsparty."

Landa:"Whatareyoudoingherearentvtou

supposedtobestandingnexttoyourdead

dropbabydaddysupportinghim."

Lorato:"OtasupporterRaphyangolebala

twominutesandhisinsecurities."



Landa:"Tumigoinsidewiththechildren.

Theothersareplayinginthere."

Inathi:"IbrokeupwithDerrick."

Lorato:"Heyfinallyyougotridofthat

minuteproblem.Tellmeyouarebackwith

Raphael.Legalekahealreadyconfirmedit

onnationaltvthismorning."

Inathi:"Yes,heisbackhomewherehe

belongs."

Lorato:"Sovelewhataredoinghere

shouldn'tyoubetheretakinggoodproper



careofhim."

Inathi:"IwantedtodropthekidsatBontle's

housebutsheisnotaroundandtheirnnau

isonleave.SoIam stuck."

Lorato:"Inathilewenaoratamerwalo

kooreyouhave2alreadyooketsaka2o

mongwegodimo."

Landa:"Iwillgetallofthem.Justgotake

careofRaph."

Inathi:"ThankyouLanda.Youaresucha

greatAuntyunlikesomepeople."



Lorato:"Justgogetlaidyouneedit.Weall

knowithasbeenadryseasonforyou,for

thepast5years."

Landa:"GogetaBrazilianwax,buylingerie

and,remindthatmanwhathehasbeen

missingout."

Inathi:"Ishouldalsogetsomemorning

afterpills.Raphaelwillneveragreetoput

ontherubberandheisonsomemissionto

knockmeup.Iam notonany

contraceptives."

Landa:"Oncetheyputthatmissionintheir

headsitshardtochangetheirminds.

Gabrielmadeitjismissionandhedidnot



stopuntilIwaspregnant."

Lorato:"Herecomesanotherpair."

Inathi:"IwillmakeanappointmentwithDr.

Aceforcontraceptivesaftertonight.Letme

saygoodbyetomybabiesandleave."

Lerato:"Listernmakesureyougiveittohim

good.Infactmoeneelefelayotlhelebana

bayone."

****************

At8pm Iam inhisapartment,heisnotyet

home.Ihavelitupthescentedcandles,my

dinnertablesetfortwopeople.Sevyn



StreeterandChrisBrown,itwontstopis

playingonrepeatedly.Ihaveaglassof

chardonnay.Iam wearingalittleblack

numberandheels.

TheminuteIheartheelevatormoving,I

standbythedinnertableIsetupfacing

theelevatorasiuntiemysilkgownlettingit

droptotheground.Istandinnothingbut

blackhighheelsandlingerie.Mybackto

theelevator.Iwaitfortheding.

Inathi:"Rightintime,maincourseor

dessertfirst?"

Alejandro:"Shit!Definitelydessertfirst

sweetthing."



(Iturnaroundhorrifiedtofindatopless

veemrymuscularmanwithtattooscovering

hiswholebodystandingputtingon

basketballshortspants.Istandthere

frozenonthespot.Raphaelemergesa

minutelaterbehindholdingthebasketball

alsotoplesshebusyinhisphone,whenhe

liftshisseesme.)

Raphael:"Whatdess....Sugar!Shit!"'

(Herushestomeashepicksupthegown

andcoveringmeup.)

Alejandro:"Nowthisisthewelcomehome

surpriseIwanted.Infactcraved."
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********************

"Womendon'tage,theyevolve"-Swati

********************

(Iturnaroundhorrifiedtofindatopless

veemrymuscularmanwithtattooscovering

hiswholebodystandingputtingon

basketballshortspants.Istandthere

frozenonthespot.Raphaelemergesa

minutelaterbehindholdingthebasketball

alsotoplesshebusyinhisphone,whenhe

liftshisseesme.)

Raphael:"Whatdess....Sugar!Shit!"'



(Herushestomeashepicksupthegown

andcoveringmeup.)

Alejandro:"NowthisisthewelcomehomeI

wanted."

Raphael:"Ityoudon'twanttoloseyour

teethalongwiththattalkativetongueI

suggestyoukeepquite.Babe!"

(Iturnandhurrytohisroom.Justhow

manyembarrassingmomentsdoIhaveto

endureinhispresence.Iam justluckythatI

didnotpeeonmyselfthistimearound.I

standbythebedbitingmynail,Idon'teven

knowhowIam goingtowalkoutthere.The

haironmybackstandsandIgetgoose



bumpsashishandscomearoundme

huggingme.Hiswarm breathonmyneck.

Hekissesmeneck.)

Raphael:"IthinkIjustnuttedonmyselfjust

bylookingatyou.Iam suchaluckydevil."

(Iwanttostandlongersothismomentcan

lastforever.Iam sothirstyforhim butat

thesametimeIcan'tjustsweepwhatjust

happenedunderthecarpetandpretendthat

Ididnotjustembarrassmyselfinfrontof

hisbrother.SoIslaphishandsawayand

putsomedistancebetweenus.AsIswing

aroundtofacehim.Hehashisplayfulsmile

on.)



Inathi:"Youshouldn'tevenbesmilingright

now.Ijustembarrassedmyselfoutthere."

Raphael:"Iknowbutitwassodamnsexy.

Areyouevensureyougavebirthtoour

babies?"

Inathi:"Raphael."

Raphael:"Iam serious,Ihaveneverseena

hotmamalikeyoumylove."

Inathi:"Thisisuseless."

(IsayasIpullhisshirtfrom theclosetto

puton.)



Raphael:"Whoa!Whatareyoudoing?"

Inathi:"Changingwhatdoesitlooklike?"

Raphael:"Ahh!Ithoughtthiswasmy

surprise.".

Inathi:"Surprisetookawrongturn.

,areyouforgetting?"

Raphael:"Wecanrectifythatnownow."

(Hestalkstowardmeandpullsmecloseto

memakingmefeelhiserection.)



Raphael:"Mybuddyherecanmakeyou

forgetallaboutthatembarrassing

moment."

Inathi:"Itsnotevenabout."

Raphael:"Whatisitaboutthenbabygirl?'

TelldaddysoIcanfixitfast."

Inathi:"Thefactthatyoudontseethatyou

aretheoneatfaultheremakesmewantto

strangleyou."

Raphael:"Youalwaysbeenhandywhenit

comestome."



(HepicksmeuplikeIweighnothingand

dropsonthebedbeforeheclimbsontopof

me.)

Raphael:"Areyougoingtotelldaddywhat

hasyouallworkedup?OrIam goinghave

tousemywaystogetitoutofyou?"'

(Hesaysashegetsbetweenmylegsand

rubshisgroinagainstmyhootchy.Igetall

kindsofexcited,andalltheelectricsparks

thathavebeenasleepcomealivelighting

upthepowerhouseinaninstant.Heleans

forthandkissesmeslowly,andsoftly

arousingmeevenmore.)



Raphael:"Welldaddyislisteningsugar,tell

me."

Inathi:"Youdon'tplayfair."

Raphael:"Ineverpromisedfairnessmylove,

justlotsofloveandlovemaking."

(Iclosemyeyesandcurlmytoesashe

kissesmegoingdowntomyneck.)

Raphael:"IguessIgottaemployother

meanstoadressyourissueakeremylove."

(Hesaysasmovestoboobs.Beforehecan

doanythingthepartypoopercomes



knocking.)

Alejandro:"YooH!Homiesdon'tmakethe

niggaholdthecandleoutherealone,itstoo

hot.Comeoneguyshomieisouthere."

Raphael:"F*ck!GetlostAJ."

Alejandro:"Nohomiethisisnothowyou

treatanotherhomie."

(RaphaelrollshiseyesandIshifttogethin

offme.)

Inathi:"Comeon,youheardtheman."



Raphael:"Letsjustignorehim."

Inathi:"No!Thatsnothowwetreatguests."

Raphael:"Etakekgomisehelahlema."

Inathi:"No!Move."

Raphael:"KagokopahlemaInathi,ke

kgomisehela.Justgokgomisa."

Inathi:"No,yourguestiswaiting.Nexttime

youwillknowbetter.Youdontcutmeoff

wheneveryouaregoingthroughsomething.

Youcomminicatewithme.Iwouldn'thave

comehereifyouhadtoldmeyourbrother



wasintown."

(Imoveandheburiesshisfaceinthepillow

screamingintoit.IsmileasIpullhisshirt

onme.)

Raphael:"Whyyoupunishingmelikethis?"

Inathi:"Youwillknowbetternexttimemy

love."

(IsayasIpullhissweatpantson.Hestands

upandpullshisbriefsdownexposinghis

beautifulerectgroin.)

Raphael:"BabehlemaIdon'tthinkIcan



survivegoingouttherelikethis.IfeellikeI

am goingtoburstanyminute."

Inathi:"Thatsyourdicktalkingmylove.You

arestrongerthanthaterection.Dressup

andletsgo,ordoyouwantmetogoout

thereandmeetyourbrotheraloneafterhe

sawmeinnothingbutalingerie."

Raphael:"Youarewickedyouknowthat.

Moloigaseyootsogangbosigohelao

mongwewabonebamotshegare."

Inathi:"Yahyah!Areyoucomingornot?"

Raphael:"Fuck!Don'teventhinkabout



goingtomeetthatfuckerinmyabsence."

(Hesaysashetakeshisgrumpyasstothe

closetandIsmile.Afterwhatseemslike

ageshewalksout.Ismileathim.)

Raphael:"Youwontbesmilinglikethat

onceIhavemywaywithyou.Justwaitand

seemylove."

(IsmileasIwalktothedoor.Hecomes

aftermewithhisarmsaroundmywaist

possessively.)

Inathi:"Noneedtoactallpossessiveheis

yourbrother."



Raphael:"Youdon'tknowthatf*ckerthe

wayIdo."

(AlejandroissittingbythedinnertableIset

enjoyingourmaincoursemeal.)

Alejandro:"Wellitlookedlikeyouchosethe

lattersoIdecidedtobeusefulandhelpout

withtheotheruntouchedmeal."

(Ismileathim.Iam stillutterlyashamed.

Hestillhasnotputatshirtorveston.Ican't

helpbutwonderhowheenduredtheneedle

whenhewascoveringhiswholebodywith

allthistattoos.Ilookdownwonderingifhis

pipiisalsotattooed.)



Alejandro:"No!Itnot,IthinkIwouldn'thave

enduredit."

(Canthisgetmoreembarrassing,hecan

readmindstoo?Ikeepmyeyestothe

groundashestandsup.Andwipeshis

handswithanapkin.)

Alejandro:"YoucanletgoofherRaphael,I

am notgoingtobite,wellnotyet."

Raphael:"Shutup."

Alejandro:"WellIcanseeohnoImeanhave

seen(chuckles)whyyougetsoworkedI



wouldtoifIwereyou.Itsnoteverydayyou

meetatrueAfricanqueen."

Raphael:"IswearIam goingtopunchyouif

youspeakgarbageagainandstop

undressingmywifewithyoureyes."

Alejandro:"Wifehomie,nahsheisnot

cuffedyetsoIstillhaveafightingchance

rightsugar?"

Raphael:"AlejandroHudsonIam warning

you.Comebabenoneedtolistentothis

crapanymore."

(Alejandrolaughs.)



Alejandro:"Ididn'tmeantogetunderyou

skin.Lewenamonaosensitive.Sothisis

thefamoussugar.Whichsugarisit?Sugar

cane,whitesugar,brownsugar,bluecrystal

sugar,yaronasugar,sugarinthesachets.

Whichone?"

Raphael:"Raphaelsugar."

Alejandro:"Lookatyoubeingsochessy."

Raphael:"Ajmeettheloveofmylifeand

motherofmybabiesInathiJessicaModise-

Hudson.Babethisismyannoyingbrother

Alejandro."



Alejandro:"YoucanjustcallmeAjordaddy

Ah,uncleAJforbontwana.(Kissingmy

hand)Iam verymuchpleasedtofinally

meetabeautylikeyou."

Inathi:"ItisapleauretomeetyouAj."

Aj:"OrbelievemewhenIsaythepleasureis

allmine."

Raphael:"Getlostalready."'

AJ:"ComebabygirlIknowyoumustbe

hungry.HavedinnerwithdaddyAj."



Raphael:"IswearoncethisblowsupIam

shippingyoubacktoBrazil."

AJ:"Don'tspoilthefine.Ijustgothere."'

(Ilookathim andsmile.Heisthecomplete

oppositeofRaphael,withanonstoptalking

mouth.Andthetattoos,Iwon'tbesurprised

ifheisinvolvedinsomeshittyillegalthings.

thefactthathejustgothereandRaphael

hasstartedcursinglikenobody'sbtellsme

Iam

inforaverynastysurprise.

**********************

**********************



Bontle/Red

IthoughtIlostmypowerandpurposebut

toonlyrealisethatitsinthegraspofmy

hands.Everytimetheshipsinksdeepinto

thewater,thestruggletobreathunder

waterbecomesdifficult.

"Untilyoulearntomasterthecurrentofthe

wateryouwillalwaysdrownRed!Master

yoursurroundings."

ThechairtoplessandIgodownagaininto

thefreezingshowers.Masteryour

environmentRed.Iwhispertomyselfas

soonasmybodytouchesthewater.This

timearoundIdonttrytoswim insteadIlay



stillandlowinthewaterbringingmybody

togetherIfoldmykneesandconcentrate

oncontrolmybreathing.LikeaballIfloat

tothesurfaceandIspreadmyarmsand

legslikealeafonceatthetop.

"Itsapass.Itoldyoueverythingisinthe

graspofyourhand."

JustwhenIthinkIhavepassedthehardest

testIam thrownintoaringwithnothing

andtoldtofighttokillorbekilled.My

opponentman,sheistwicemysizebut

insteadoffridgetinginatightcornerlikea

scaredlittlepuppy.Ifightuntilmylast

breath.



TodayIsitastheonlyfemaleamongst10

malesthewhohasmadeitthroughlike

eliminationprocess.StudyingtheAnatomy

ofahumanbody.

AndthereisonethingIhavedrawnfrom all

ofthis.Theyaremakingus"Killingsex

machines,nakedweapons."Ifeellikethat

russianladyinthemovieRedSparrow.The

thoughtaloneofusingmybodysoIcankill

predatorsshouldscaremebutyetIfind

myselfmoreexcitedabouttheprospectsof

itIalreadyhavealistofwhotolurein

usingmybodyonlytodriveadagger

throughtheirheartwhentheyleastexpect!!

IguesswhatIoncesaidtoInathiistrue,our

pussyisthemostdeadliestcommodityGod

hasevergivenusandIintendtousemine



untiltheendoftime.

6monthslater!



BINDED

Insert51

**********************

"Istoppedbringingflowerstothegraveof

theteenagerIusedtobe."-BlytheBaird,if

mybodycouldspeak

*********************

6Monthslater

Inathi

Istandinfrontofhim asIfixuphistie.

Todayisthedaythatjusticewillfinallybe

served.After6longmonthsthecourtis

finallygivingitsverdicttoday.Ithasbeen

anemotionalrollercoastermoreespecially

whenmorevictimscameforth,andnew



evidencebroughtupprovingjustwhata

twistedmonsterMolemogireallyis.I

remembertheyoungladywiththechild

wholooksexactlylikeMolemogi.Andthe

womanwhonowcan'tgivebirthbecauseof

themanybackdoorabortionsshehadto

dointhehandsofMolemogi.

AlejandrosomehowIunderstandhowhe

turnedtobethewayheis,heisapimpand

thetattoosfinallyIunderstandthem.they

arejustrepresentationofwhathe,Raphael

andallotherchildrenhadtogothroughin

thehandsofMolemogi.Butbeneaththe

marksitsjustascaredfrailman.Raphael

rejectedbyhisownfather,hethoughhe

hadfoundafatherinMolemogi,butinstead

hemetamonster.Beneaththesuits,thein



controlalphamaleitsjustachildwho

thinkstheworstofhimself.

Raphael:"Spititout?"

Inathi:"What?"

Raphael:"Youtellme."

Inathi:"Nothing,Ijustwantedtotellyouthat

Iloveyou."

Raphael:"(raiseshiseyebrows)Youarea

liarnow?"



Inathi:"Ofcoursenot."

Raphael:"Sowhyyoulyingtomenow?"

Inathi:"Letsnotdothisrightnow."

Alejandro:"IdontevenknowwhyIletyou

talkmeintowearingthis.Thisisnotmy

styleatall."

(IturnaroundtoseeAlejandroashejoins

usinthelivingroom.HeiswearingasuitI

pickedoutforhim towear.Ismileathim as

Iwalktowardshim.)

Inathi:"YoulookhndsomeAj."



(Istandbeforehim asIundothelasttwo

buttonsoftheshirt.Imightnowagreewith

howhedoesthingsbutIhavegrownhim to

likehim asabrother.)

Alejandro:"yeahright."

Inathi:"Iam serious.RightLala,helooks

handsome."

Raphael:"Youmeanlessthuggish,yeshe

does."

Inathi:"Raphael!"



(Thetwinswalksinwiththeirnanny.)

Landon:"UncleAJareyougoingtocatch

thatfuckerwhohurtyouanddaddy?"

Inathi:"LandonwhatdidItellyouabout

usingthatword?"

Landon:"(pouting)ButUncleAjanddaddy

useitallthetime."

(IlookatRaphael)

Raphael:"BlameAjnotme."



(IlookatAJ)

AJ:"Iam innocentthistimearound."

Inathi:"Youbothwillstopswearinginfront

ofmychildrenorIwillthrowyoubothout."

Raphael:"Ao!Sugar...."

Inathi:"No!Don'tIalwaystellyouguysthat

(pointingatthem)theyareoldenoughto

catchwhateveryousay.Soifyoucan't

mindyourlanguageinfrontofthem you

mightaswellmoveoutsoIcanhavea

condusiveenvironmenttoraisethem.What

happensnexttimeheswearswhenat



schooloratsomeone?"

Landon:"MommyareyoumadatDaddy?"

Inathi:"Notmad,supermad.Notonlyat

him butyoualso.HowmanytimesmustI

tellyounottosaythatword?Doyouwant

metosendyoutogrannytogotothe

villageandstaywithher?"

Landon:"Nomommy,Iwon'tsayit

anymore."

Inathi:"SayitonemoretimeandIam

gettingridofyouLandonThamiRaphael

JuniorModise."



Landon:"(crying)MommyIpromiseIwon't

sayit.Pleasemommydon'tgetridofme."

(Isitdownandpatonmylap.)

Inathi:"Comemyboy.Comehere."

(Ipickhim ipandcradlehim up.Iwipeaway

histearsawayandkisshishead.)

Inathi:"Shh!Youaremyfavoriteboy,Iwon't

getridofyou.Iwillnevergetridofyouokay.

Butyouneedtobeagoodboystopmaking

mommymadlikedaddyokay?"



Landon:"Okay."

(Isethim downandlookatRaphael.With

hisheadhangingdownlikehisson.They

arelikescaredlittledogswithshameafter

gettingscolded.Itfrustratesmehowmuch

Landontakesafterhisfather.Iteven

frustratesmemorethatIhavetodealwith

theyoungRaphaelanddealwiththeold

Raphaelbecausetheybehaveexactlythe

sameway.)

Inathi:"GotoDaddy.Sparklescometo

mommybaby."

(ShewalkstomeandIliftherupbeforeI

tickleher.)



London:"(laughing)mommystop.StopI

am peeingonmyself."

Inathi:"Iam goingwithDaddyandUncleAj

toseegrandpa.SoIam leavingyouwith

AuntyBoi,youwillbehaveright?"

(Shenodsherhead)

Inathi:"Andnopickingafightwithyour

brother?"

London:"Rogerthat"

(Ilookatherandsmile.)



Inathi:"GosaybyetoDaddyandUncle.You

willfindmeinthecar."

(Idon'twaitforthem toreplyasIwalkto

thecar.)

*******************

*******************

Thecourtroom isalreadybuzzingwith

hundredsofpeoplebythetimewemakeit

there.Thepaparazziisalsotherereadyto

airthestorytootherBatswanawhocould

notmakeitheretodaybutwaitingeagerly

tohearthecourtverdict.Ithinkthisisone

ofthecasesthathadthewholecountry's

attention.IfMolemogiwastowalkfreeI

dontthinkhewouldlivetotellhisstory



becausetherearepeopleouttherewho

wanthim sufferingforhiscrimes.Amob

justicethatwillnotrestuntilthemanhas

paidforhissinswithhisdearlife.

AswestrollinsideIrollmyeyestotheback

ofmyheadasIspothismotherGosego

withLorraineandsomewomanIdontknow.

ItiscrystalclearthatIam notGosego's

favourite,inhereyesthisisallmyfault.A

womanwhomadehersonsturnagainst

theirfatherandputhim behindbars.

Aj:"Whatisshedoinghere?Ithoughtyou

saidshedoesnotwantanythingtodowith

this."



Raphael:"Yourquestionbeatsmealso."

Gosego:"Raphal,AJlovelyforyoutojoinus.

Lookwhodecidedtobeheretoday."

(Idon'tmissthefrownacrossLorraine's

face.Raphaelputhisarmsprotectively

aroundmywaistasifhewantstosendthe

messageoutveryloud.)

AJ:"Therewasnoneedforhertohehere

afterallshehadnoinputinservingjustice."

Gosego:"AJ!"

Aj:"What!Kanakeayaaka?Pennywanted



tosaveherfaceanddirtylitllelaundry

ratherthanlettingjusticeprevail."

(Ohh!ThisisthefamousPenny.Iassess

herfrom headtotoe.Sheisnotexactly

whatiexpected.Shehasthebodybutnot

muchsureabouttheface.Itisclearthat

shehasbeenundertheknife.Thatisnot

bitternesstalkingbecauseihavenothing

againstthewomanright?")

Raphael:"Penelope!"

Penny:"Raphael!"

Gosego:"Ohcomeon,youhaven'tseen



eachotherinagesisthishowyouaregoing

tobegreetingoneanother."

(Igiveherdeathstare.Reallynow?")

Penny:"ItsokayGosego.Raphaelhas

alwaysbeentheemotionless.Itakeityou

arethebabymother?"

Inathi:"Loveofhislife."

Penny:"(takenback)Huh!"

Inathi:"Thatshowhenormallyintroduces

me,rightlala?"



Raphael:"Yes,Pennymeettheloveofmy

lifeandmotherofmychildrenInathi.Sugar

meetPenny."

Inathi:"Itisapleasuretofinallymeetyou

Penny."

Penny:"Samehere.ThoughImustsayI

neverthoughtIwouldlivetoseetheday

whereRaphaelismadlyinlove."

(Hereyesonmymanlingeringabitlonger

thanIwouldlike.Andthatgivesmeenough

toconcludethatIdon'tlikeher.Idon'tcare

ifshehasbeenthroughthemostlikethem.

Idon'tlikeher.)



Lorraine:"Wellweareabouttostartsocan

wegetsettled."

(Sheholdsmyhandsandsqueezesit

beforeshewhispersinmyear.)

Lorraine:"Keephim awayfrom her,sheis

anotherMelindainavictim skin."

(Shewinksatmeaswegotothefrontto

getsettled.)

*****************

*****************

RED/BONTLE

HecloseshiseyesasImovedslowlyslowly



ontopofhim drivinghim wildwithpassion.

WhileheisstillinthethroesofclimaxI

dontwastetimeIpullthesharppinIused

toholdmyhairanddriveitinhisleftear

andpullitoutonhisrightear.

Hislifeflashbeforehiseyesbeforedarkess

takesover.Hedropsdownthethebedlike

acorpseheisandIstandup.Fixingupmy

dressbackintointoplace.Iwalkinthe

bathroom andusethemirrortofixmy

lipstickandusethepintoholdmyhairback

inplace.Iwalkbacktothebedroom andsit

downwithaglassofchampagneasI

contacttheagency.

Agent:"ThompsonEmpires!"



Red:"ThisisRedpassword0986.Putme

through."

(IholdthephoneasItakeasipandlightup

mycigarette.Itakeapuffandblowitslowly

feelingliberated.Icrossmylegsandlookat

thedeadRussianonthebed.)

Nessa:"Red,tellmeyouareokay?We

haven'theardfrom youin2weeks."

Red:"Missionaccomplished.Target

neutralized."

Nessa:"Great!AreyoustillinRussia?"



Red:"Tellthem togetthejetready.Iam

leaving."

Nessa:"Okay,shouldwesendyou,your

nexttarget.Agent47cansendyouthe

detail."

Red:"No!Iam cominghome."

(Ihungup.Droppingtheciggarretteinthe

champagne.Itossitinthedumpster6

floorsdown.AndIgrabmypurseasIwalk

tothedoorwherrthe,securityguardsare

waiting.)



Red:"(inarussianaccent)TheGeneral

askednottobedisturbedforthenexthour."

(ItellhissecuritydetailasIblowmygum

walkingtotheelevator.)

Red:"Bloodyfools."

(Aweeklatertheplanetouchesbaseand

stepouttakingoffmyglassesIseehim

leaningagainstthecarlookingupatme.

Cockybastard.Imurmur,keepingmyeyes

steadyonhim Iwalkstraighttohim.)

Daniel:"Youhavebeenbusy."



Bontle:"Gladyounoticed."

Daniel:"Soam ItalkingtoBontleor

internationalmostwantedassassinRed?"

Bontle:"Dependsonwhoisasking,Daniel

thespyorDanieltheRaphael'sHeadof

SecurityorDanielmyfriend."

(HelooksatmeandsmirksandIsmile.I

missedhim.Imissedhome).

Daniel:"(openinghiseyes)Comebringit

here,bringithome."

(Ihughim andputmyheadonhisshoulder.)



****************

****************



BINDED

Insert52

********************

"Everyfallisachancetorise."-K.Tolnoe

********************

Bontle

Iglanceathim athedrives.Hehasagedin

thelast6monthslikefinewine.Heis

definitelyoneifthepeopleIlookedforward

toseeingwhenIhothomebutInever

thoughthewouldbethefirst.TheAgents

havetoldmethathehasbeenonmytail

sinceIgotintothefield.Wantedtoknowif

theyshouldeliminatehim butIgavethem

assurancehemeansnoharm.



Daniel:"YouarestaringB."

Bontle:"Can'thelpmyselfyougetmoreand

morehandsomeeverytimeIseeyou."

Daniel:"AreyouflirtingwithmeMsMoloi?"

Bontle:"Itsacompliment."

Daniel:"Right!"

Bontle:"Thisisthepartwhereyousay

thankyou."



Daniel:"Idon'twantto.Imissedyou."

Bontle:"Iknowyoudid,thatswhyyouhad

yourguystailingme.Asmuchasitiscute

butIneedyoutobackoffbeforeyouget

hurtTaniele."

Daniel:"AndIdon't?"

Bontle:"(Ileanonandkisshischeek)You

areoneofthegoodguysDan.Idon'twant

tohurtyou."

Daniel:"Iam sureyoudon't."

Bontle:"Gladweunderstandeachother.



Dropmeatthenextstop."

Daniel:"WillIseeyouagainbeforeyou

disappeartoyournextmissions."

Bontle:"Ohh!Danny,don'tworryIam

stickingaroundlongerthistime.Thereare

peoplewhoowemeanditstimetocollect

mydues."

Daniel:"Ihopeitwillgiveyoutheclosure

youhavebeenlongingfor."

Bontle:"Closureornoclosure,IknowIwill

enjoyeveryminuteofit."



(Ileanforthandkisshim onthemouth.)

Bontle:"SeeyouaroundDanny."

(IjumpoffhiscarintotheSUVthats

packedbehindus.IttakesoffIglanceat

Danielaspasshiscar.Iam inthebackwith

Vanessa)

Nessa:"Shouldwebeworriedabouthim

beingathornonourpath?"

Bontle:"No!Heismine.Nooneshould

touchhim."

Nessa:"Feelingarenev...."



Bontle:"Ifwearegoingtobetalkingabout

feelings.Startwithyourfeelingstoyour

husbandthenwecantalkaboutmine."

Nessa:"(sighs)Justmakingsurethereare

nolooseends."

Bontle:"TakecareifyourbusinessVanessa,

Iwilltakecareofmine.Iam stickingaround

sonomoreinternationalassignmentstillI

sayso."

Nessa:"Areyoubackforthem?"

Bontle:"ItstimeItakecareofsomeofmy



looseends."

Nessa:"Okay!Doyouneedhelp?"

Bontle:"Justmakesurethecleanerison

standbyhaveafeelingthatImightneed

him."

Nessa:"Done."

Bontle:"Dropmeatthecourtroom thereis

someonewhoIam dyingtosee."

(Shenodsatthedriver.AndIstareoutside

takingthecityin.)



*********************

*********************

Inathi

Westepoutsideandthereportersare

alreadyshovingtherecamerasonourfaces

tryingtogetastatement.

Everythingfeelingssurreal,Molemogihas

beengiven30yearsofimprisonmentno

paroleandafineofonemillion.Raphaelis

nothappybecausehethoughttheywillgive

him lifeimprisonment.

Reporter:"Wearehighatthehighcourt

whereJudgeMorupisehasjustpasseda



sentnenceof30yearsofimprisonment

withnoparoleandafineofonemillionpula

tothenotoriousMolemogiHudson.Doyou

thinkthemangotwhatwascomingforhim?

Letshearfrom hisadoptivesonswhoalso

happentobevictimsofhis,Raphaeland

AlejandroHudson.MrHudsondoyouthink

justicehasbeenserved?"

Raphael:"Itdoesnotevenbegintopayfor

anythingthateachvictim ifmyfatherwent

throughbutIguessitgivessomekindof

closure.Toseehim finallypayingforhis

sins."

Reporter:"AndyouAlejandro,anythingto

say?".



Alejandro:"Theyshouldhavelockedhis

sorryassinthereforlife.Ihopetheymake

hisstayinmaximunprisonhell."

Raphael:"Wearenotgoingtobetaking

anymorequestions.Thisisallovernowand

wewouldliketopickupthepiecesand

moveonwithourlives.Forgetthiswhole

ordeal.Excuseus."

(Hesaysasheputhishandsaroundmy

waistandhelpsmedownthestairstothe

carwithAjtollingbehindus.

AsIlookwherethecarisparkedInotice

hersittingonthecarbonnetpressingher



phone.Sheliftsherfaceupandoureyes

meet.Shesmilesasshejumpsdown.Itake

ofrunningtowardsherandshemeetsme

halfway.Ithrowmyhandsaroundherand

hughershehugsmeback.Thetearsofjoy

letloose.Aswebothpullbackwelookat

oneanotherandlaughbothwebothwipe

eachother'stears.)

Bontle:"DamnyouJessy,youalwayshave

tosetthewaterworksonme."

Inathi:"Youstupidfoolishgirl.Doyoueven

haveanyideahowworriedyoumademe?"

(Huggingme)



Bontle:"WellMamaPeaisherenow,thePea

canntellmommyallaboutit."

Inathi:"ImissedyouB.IneverthoughtIwill

seeagain."

Bontle:"Youcan'tridofmethateasily."

AJ:"Okay,Iam gettingahardonfrom this."

Bontle:"Iwasgoneonly6monthsandyou

arehangingaroundthugsnowInathi?"

Inathi:"Youwerealwaysgoodatsarcasm

B."



Raphael:"Youarebacknow?"'

Bontle:"Yes"

Raphael:"Nomoredisappearingstunts."

Bontle:"Atleastnotforawhile."

Inathi:"BontleIwouldlikeyoutomeet

Raphael'sbrotherAlejandro.AJmeetmy

lifediary,mysisterBontle."

AJ:"YoucancallmeDaddyAJ."

Bontle:"Right."



Penny:"Raphael,canwetalkforabit?"

(Raphaellooksatmeandbushrug.)

Bontle:"Wellcomeonletusgetoutofhere.

Ican'twaittoseemybabies."

Inathi:"Lala,Iam goingtotakeoffwithB.I

willseeyoubackathome."

Raphael:"Comehere"

(Irollmyeyesandwalktohim.Hegrabs

myhandandpullsmeagainsthischest,his

handsaroundmywaistandhismouth



wastenotimecoveringmine.)

Raphael:"Whosaidwearegoinghome?"

Inathi:"(puzzled)Wearenot?"

Raphael:"Youowemeanditstimeforyou

topay."

Inathi:"Thetwin...."

Raphael:"AJisbabysittingthem this

weekend."

AJ:"Iam?"



Raphael:"Iam goingtohearoutshehasto

say.Thenwrapafewthingsattheoffice.I

willfindyoutherearound6onceIam

done."

Inathi:"Where?"

(Hehandsmetheaccesscardtothe

presidentialsuiteatAvani.)

Raphael:"Dontbringanything,justyour

prettyself.Andleavedontworrytherewill

beinstructionsonwhattodoonceyouget

there."



Inathi:"(excitedly)Really?"

Raphael:"Yes,dontcomelate."

(Hebendsandkissesmeoncemore.AsI

walktoB.)

Raphael:"AndSugar,"

Inathi:"Yesdaddy."

Raphael:"(winks)Icantwaittomakeyou

pay."(Hewinks)

(Istareathim ashewalkstoPenny,my



pantiesalreadysoaked.Ikeepmyeyeson

Penny,sheglancesatmebeforegiving

Raphaelundividedattention.)

Bontle:"Okaysomeoneupdatemewhois

theBarbiewiththefuckmeshoes."

AJ:"Youdon'twanttoknow.Comeladies

letmedropyouathome.Ineedtogoher

laidbeforebabysittingdutiesbegin."

Inathi:"Nocursingaroundmybabies.You

havealreadydamagedtheirearswithyour

foulspeech."

AJ:"Rogerthat."



*******************

********************

Mel

shestepsoutsideandclosehereyesasI

feelsthecoolbreezeofair.Mostlyshecan

tasteherfreedom.Thefreedom shelong

longedfor.Asmilecomesacrosshersmile

asshewhirlsaroundlikeanexcitedchild

whoplaysonunderraindrops.

Man:"Ihavesignedyourpapersreadyto

getbackhome?"

Mel:"AsreadyasIcaneverbe?"



Man:"Theyhavegivenmeyour

medication."(Wavingthedispensingbagat

her)

Melinda):"Idon'tneedit.Youcanthrowitin

thenexttrashcanyouspot."

Man:"Areyousure?"

Mel:"Ifyouwantperfomanceoftheyear

from methenmakesureyoukeepthosepill

awayfrom me."

Man:"Okayifyousayso.Anylaststops

beforeweleave."



Mel:"NotakemebacktoBotswana,my

manawaitsforme."

Man:"Okay,Ihaveahousealreadysetup

foryou.Witheverythingyouwillneed."

Mel:"okay.AnyupdateonRaphael?"

Man:"Nothingnew,heisbackwithInathi.

ManagedtogetridofMolemogi.Heis

behindbars."

Mel:"Okay,butIlikedtheoldman.Hehad

myback."



Man:"Weneedtoactfastwhenweget

there.BeforeRaphaelimpregnatesInathi

worsemarriesher."

Mel:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyoucan'tjust

claim her.Imeanyouhaveallthe

resources."

Man:"Deadpeoplestaydeadforareason."

'

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

.

.

'

MONDAY'sInsert

Sorryitcametwodayslater.excusetyping

errorsifthereareany...
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******************

"Iwanttotouchyouinalltheplacesyou

achetobetouched."-Unknown

******************

RED

Istareatmymap.Lookingatbothofthem.

Thefirstonewillgivemetroublebutthe

secondoneshouldbeeasy.Wealready

havehistoryandinsatiablehunger.Itoss

mydiceasIwalkintomycloset.Pullingon

myleatherpantsalongwithredheels,anda

redVictorianlacycorset.Iputonmy

brunettefringewigbeforefixingupmy

makeup.Igrabmyhelmet,glovesand

leatherjacket.



Red:"TimetopaintthecityRed."

IclimbononmylatestToy,Istartthe

ignitionandgetapre-orgasm asitroarsto

life.GettingtheredYamahaYZF-R6

motorcyclewasoneofthebestdecisionsI

havemade.Iputonthehelmetandtakethe

beastoutofthegarage.Idriveoutofmy

compoundbeforeactivatingthesecurity

survilliance.Ifanyonetriesanythingthe

companyagentswilldealwiththem.I

guessitsoneoftheluxurythatcomeswith

thejob.

AsIparkinfrontofthehotelItossmykeys

tothevaletboy.



Red:"IfIfindasinglescratchIwillcutyour

dickandfeedittodogs."

EyesfallonmyasIwalkintothebararea.

Nothingthatsurprisesme,Iam usedtothe

looks.Ishrugmyjacketandandhangat

rhebackoftheseatbeforeIseatdown.

Red:"Getmebourbon,neatplease."

Itakeinmtsurroundings.Mostlythebaris

filledwithbusinesspeople,thereare3

typesofpeopkehere,whoareheremaking

afaststopbeforegettinghometotheir

boringwivesliketheguyonthe2ndtable

onmyright.Thesecondclass,theyare



oneswhoareheretoconductbusiness

dealslikethe3guystomyleft.The3rd

classismytypeofpeople,thosewhoare

scoutingfortheirnextpreyliketheguy

sittinginthedarkcornerwhoraiseshis

glassatme.IsmirkasIwinkathim before

gulpingdownmydrink.

Red:"Keepthem coming."

Richard:"Maybeyoushouldslowdown,the

nightjustgotstarted."

(Bingo!Nowthefirstlayforthepreyhas

beenlaid.)



Red:"Iam ladywhocanhandlemyalcohol

consumption."

(IthrowmyhairovermyshoulderbeforeI

turntofacehim.)

Richard:"Irememberatimewhenyou

couldnt."

Red:"Timeschange."

(Ikeepmyeyesonhim asIonceagaintake

inmydrink.ThistimearoundIdon'tdrinkit

all.Iplacetheglassdownandhetakesit

finishingit.)



Richard:"Icantell,evenyourtastein

alcoholhaschanged."

Red:"Youcancallittherebirth."

(Ireachinmybackandtakeouta100us

dollarbillandputitbeneaththeglass.)

Red:"Youcankeepthechange."

(Itelkthebarman.)

Richard:"Leavingalready.Ijustgothere."

Red:"Ihavemyeyesonsomeone."



Richard:"Iwashopingyoucouldkeepme

company."

Red:"Mycompanyisquiteexpensive.Iam

notsureyoucanafforditMoeti."

Richard:"Iam surewecanreachan

agreement.Wealwaysdid."

Red:"YouwantmecomefindmeMoeti,no

poachingonmytime."

(Islideoffmyseatandmakemywayout.I

canfeelhim him hotonmytail.Richardis

nofoolheknowsaboutmyrecentactivities



butattheendofthedayhestilllikeother

man.Heletshisdickcontrolhim.Igetto

thedoorandnodtothevalettobringmy

ridearound.)

Richard:"Youdisappearedonthefaceof

earthof5months."

Red:"6."

Richard:"Huh?"

Red:"Miscalculation,its6months."

Richard:"No!Its5months.Thenabouta

monthagoIgothiredtochaseaghost,a



womanassassinbythenameRed,whois

takingoutcartelleadersaroundtheworld."

Red:"Really!Soundexciting."

Richard:"YesmoreespeciallywhenIthink

thatwomanistheonestandinginfrontof

me."

(Ilookathim andburstoutlaughing)

Red:"Yourconfidenceinmemovesme

honestly.Meassassin.(Strapinginmy

helmet)YouwanttoknowwhatIhavebeen

upto,comefindmeRichard.Youalways

likedthechase."



(Iwinkathim asIridemysexybeastaway.)

Red:"Comeyoubastard.Ihaveeverything

plannedforyou."

************************

************************

Inathi

Iam 30minuteslate,Itakeahugebreath

asIstepintotheroom.Ibreathoutinrelief

whenIdon'tspothim anywhereinsidethe

room.butitcutshortwhenIstepinsidethe

bedroom andheissittingcomfortablein

thearm chair,jacket,shirt,tie,shoesand

socksgone.Heisholdingaglassofwhisky.



Shit!Iam indeeptroublewithacapital

letterT.

Raphael:"Youarelate."

Inathi:"Iknow,babebonaIcanex...."

Raphael:"Daddy."

Inathi:"Huh?"

Raphael:"TonightyouwillcallmeDaddy

andwewillhearthatexplanationafterwe

aredone."



Inathi:"Okay."

Raphael:"Daddy."

Inathi:"okaydaddy."

Raphael:"Thatsitbabygirl."

(NoSugar,okayIam inthedeepshit.)

Raphael:"Strip."

(Hebringstheglasstohislipsnottaking

hiseyesoffme.Idon'tknowhowhecan

remaincalm whenIam alreadyburningup.



Thetemperaturesinthisroom arehitting

up.)

Raphael:"YouknowIhaterepeating

myself."

(Idropmypursetothegroundandpullthe

dressovermyhead.Iunclaspmybra

behindme.Ireachfortheheels.)

Raphael:"Leavetheshoeson.Youarenot

done."

(Ireachforthelacythongandpullitdown

slowly.)



Raphael:"Layonthebed,kneesup,and

spreadyourselfforme.Iwanttoseeyou

Sugar,allofyouSugar."

(Ilayonthebedasinstructed.Myheartis

beatingerraticallywithanticipation.Iam

alreadydrippingformebuthehasnoteven

touchedmeyet.)

Raphael:"Icantasteyourarousal.Itlingers

intheair."

(Hestandupandwalkstothefrontofthe

bed.Heputshisglassdownfrom theside

ofhepullsouthandcuffs,hesecuresthem

onmylefthandandgoestodothesame

withtherighthand.Iandcuffedtothebed



athismercy.)

Raphael:"Now,Igottatasteyou."

#Scissored✂✂✂✂✂

(Thispartisinthegroup)

******From #Scissored✂✂✂✂ *******

Raphael:"Letsgeryoucleanedup"

(Iam surpisedtofindrosepetalsonthe

floorandbathtubalongwithbottleof

champagneandglassesinthebathroom.

Heopensthetap.Oncethewaterisinthe

rightcondiiheplacesmeinsidewhilehe



settlesbehindme.Irelaxagainsthischest.

SevynStreeterandChrisBrown-Itwon't

stopplaysinhisphone.Hewashesmeand

himself.Leavingmeinthewaterhecomes

backwearingabathropeengravedMr

Hudson.Hepopsthechampagneashands

meaglass.Idrinkashelooksatme.He

smilesandIgetthestomachbutterflies.I

wonderifIwillevergetusedtothefeeling

orifitevergrowold.

Iam abouttohandhim theglassback

whenIspotit.Myheartstopsforabitand

hesmilestakingtheglassfrom me.

Raphael:"Youareamasimogirlyouknow

that."



Inathi:"Wait!IsthatwhatIthinkitis?"

Raphael:"Yes,Iwanttomakeitofficialthat

Iownyourpussy.Iwanttowifeyourass.

NowdoIalsoneedtofuckyouintosaying

yes,?"

(Heholdathesparklingplatimunringwitha

stunningsaphhirediamond.)

Inathi:"Ishould,sayyesbutIthinkIlikethe

ideaofyoufuckingmeintosayingyes

more."

(Heslidestheringintomyfinger.)



Raphael:"Nevertakeitoff.Nowletmeget

yououtofthatwatersoIcanfuckyouinto

thatyes."

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

#Scissoredwillbepostedinthegroup

shortly



Theinsertisnotshort.Anotherversionofit

itsinthegroup.
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******************

"Iloveroadtripdriveswithyouespecially

whenyouarewearingminidresses.Youare

accessible"-AuthorSMods,Raphael

(Binded)

*****************

Ifsomeonetoldme5yearsagothatIwould

experiencethethiskindofhappinessI

wouldhavecalledthatpersonaliaranda

dream seller.Thisisnotthekindof

happinessthatIneverthoughtcouldexist

inmylife.ThisistypeofhappinessI

thoughtcouldonlybeseeninmovies

HallmarkmoviesorKoreanDramastobe

specificwhereboththefemaleandmale



leadgothroughhardshipsbeforetheyhave

theirhappilyeverafter.Couldthispossibly

bemyhappilyeverafterwithRaphael?He

hasassuredmenottoanxiousabout

tomorrowbutratherfocusontoday.And

thatsexcatlywhatIam feeling.

Iglanceathim,nothingturnsmeon

watchingamandriveespeciallymyman.

Hehasastubbornstubbleonhisfaceand

hekeepsbittinghislowerlip.Onehandis

onylapholdingmyhandwhilewhilethe

otheristhestreeringwheel.Hisfull

attentionisontheroad.Iam surprisedIstill

getwetjustbylookingathim more

especiallyafterthisweekend.Hehastaken

careofeveryneedmybodyneeded.Itake

hisphoneandpressnext,MariaftZendaya



"Letmeloveyou"playsnext.Andhethrows

measideglanceashelickshislips.His

beautifulfingerstakeonthesteeering

wheelatthetrafficlightasmyfavoritepart

ofthesongcomeson.Iimmediatelysing

alongashejoinsin.

Unison:"(singing)IfIwasyouman(baby

you'd)

Neverworryaboutathing(whatIdo)

I'dbecominghome(backtoyou)

Everynight,doinyouright

Youthetypeofwomanwho(deservesgood

thing)

Fistfullofdiaminds(handfullofrings)

Babyyouareastar(Ijustwanttoshowyou,



youare)

Babyyoushouldletmeloveyou.

Letmebetheoneto

Giveyoueverythingyouwantandneed....

Babegoodloveandprotec......"

(Thecarhootingatthebackmakeuscutit

shortandrealisethislightisgreen.He

shakeshisheadsmilingashedrivesoff.)

Raphael:"haveItoldyouthatIloveroadtrip

driveswithyouespeciallywhenyouare

wearingminidresses.Youareaccessible."

(Hesaysashishandpushesmydressup



exposingskinandunderwear.Iimmediately

slaphishandaway.)

Inathi:"Wehavetwolousycreaturesat

homewaitingforus.Concentrateon

driving."

Raphael:"Wasimololaakere(youare

starting)denyingmemythings."

Inathi:"Iwouldn'tdream ofit.ButIam just

beingtheresponsibleone."

Raphael:"Iam stillmadthatyoutook

emergencycontraceptivepilsaftermaking

mysweatallweekend.KanaIwassurethat



myboyandwillbegettingalittlebrother

soon."

(Ilaughandputmylegsonthedashboard.)

Inathi:"YouareanidiotRaofe."

Raphael:"(slappingmyfeet)RespectNat

please.Getyourlegsoffher.Whyyou

behavinglikealoysysidechickinmyNat?"

Inathi:"(rollingmyeyes)Willshewillyoua

headeneNat?"

(Helooksatmeandcracksup.)



Raphael:"Webothknowyoudoabetterjob

there.Butstillgetyourlegsdown."

(Ibringthem downbeforeIturnandlookat

him givinghim amysecretcharm smile

withpuppyeyes.)

Raphael:"Noitsnotgoingtowork.

Whateveritistheanswerisno."

Inathi:"Aodaddy,butyouhaven'teven

heardwhatIwant."

Raphael:"Theanswerisstillno."

Inathi:"Therangeroverisoldnow.Iwanta



newcar."

Raphael:"Youcanaffordtobuyyourselfa

newcar.Themusicschoolandyourcareer

arepayingwell."

Inathi:"Itsnotthesameastheoneyou

boughtme.Comeonthelasttimeo

mpechetsake5yearsago,aBMW X6nyana

willnotbebad,maybewithahousenyana

outsideGaboroneinafarm."

(Helooksatmeandlaughs.)

Raphael:"Youhavelostyourmarblesmy

love."



Inathi:"Okayforgetthefarm,thecaree.

Comeoneyougot3carsIdon'tunderstand

whyIcan'tgetsecondcar."

Raphael:"Youwantacarmylove,get

yourselfone."

Inathi:"fine."

Raphael:"Iloveyoutoo."

Inathi:"Kantewhydomendothis,youmake

usgetusedtoyouguysbuyingusthings

thenallthesuddenstop."



Raphael:"Astrategytowooyou.Akerele

easy,yougetspendfewthebesonherand

yougetherwrappedaroundyourdick."

Inathi:"Mxm.Iam notmarryingyou

anymore."

Raphael:"Wewillseeabourthat."

(HesaysashepullsbyEnginefillingstation.

Jehandsmehisbankcard.)

Raphael:"Topitup,andchangeseatsyou

aredrivingfrom here.Iam goingtoget

somethinggrabsomesnackforthekids

andus.Anythingyouwant?"



Inathi:"Apacketofdoritosandcokewill

do."

(He,shakeshisheadbutreserveshis

comment.Hedoesapproveofmycoke

addiction.Iwatchhisashewalkstothe

ship.Hisasslooksextrahotinthoseshorts.

OkayitsofficialIam whipped.)

Inathi:"95Fulltankpleasebringaswiping

machinealso."

(ItelltheattendentasIswitchdriverseat.

RaphaelreturnsasImovethecartoletthe

personbehindgetassisted.)



Inathi:"Somegrouprules?"

Raphael:"Okay."

Inathi:"IgetthisisyourfavoriteNatbutfor

aslongasIam drivingIdontneedalecture

onmydrivingskillsoranycomment.You

aregoingtositthereandletmedriveor

elseIwillpulldownandletyoudrive."

Raphael:"Rogerthatma'am."

Inathi:"Anymorestops?"

Raphael:"No!Thenextstopisourhome."



(Ismileathim asIjointheroadwhilehe

startspullinghissnackfrom theplastic.)

Raphael:"Goriamogomonatego

kgweediwakemosadiwagago."(Itsniceto

bedrivenbyyourwoman.)

(Irollmyeyesandkeepmyeyesonthe

road.JustasIgetinthecitymyphone

rings.)

Inathi:"Lalacanyougetthat?"

Raphael:"Sure."'



(Hesearchesmybagformyphone.)

Raphael:"Itsanunknownnumber."

Inathi:"Ahhanswerandputonloudspeaker.

ProbablypeoplewhoIpromisedIwillvisit

theirchurchthisSunday."

Raphael:"Hudsondeliverieshello."

Basadi:",Uhu!AseInathi.Ijoowrong

numbermothowetsho."

(Irecognizethevoiceinstantlythatmylittle

sister.)



Raphael:"Itsnotawrongnumber,thisus

Inathi'sphone.Youare?"

Basadi:"Basadi,hersistertheoneshe

abandonedalong."

(Ican'thelpbutrollmyeyes.Alwaysplaying

thevictim.)

Raphael:"(sarcasticaly)Wellyoursister

whoabandonedyouiscurrentlyindisposed

canItakethemessage?"

Basadi:"Yes,youtellherthathermother

whom shehasabandonedalso,isinasick

bed.Shehasbeendiagnosedwithstage4



CAofthecolonandthereisnothingthe

doctorscandoforher.Shewillcorpse

anydayfrom nowbutbeforeshedothat

shewantstoseeherestrangeddaughter

Inathi."

(Allcolordrainfrom myfaceandubecome

paleasghost.)

Raphael:"Pulloverrightjw"

(Iputthehazardsonandstopthecar

immediately.)

Basadi:"Hello!Areyoustillthere?Tellher

shedoesnothavemuchtimeleftsoshe



shouldsnapoutofherseldrighteousness

andcomeseeher."'

Raphael:"Sharp."

(Hehangsup.)

Raphael:"Sugarareyouokay?"

Inathi:"(smiling)Whywouldn'tIbe?Ilong

disownedher.ShecandieforallthatI

care."

Raphael:"Inat..."



Inathi:"No!RaphaelIdon'tneedthisright

nowespeciallynotaftertheweekendwe

had.Ijustwanttogohometomybabies."

(Iturnthecaronandstartdriving.Butit

feelslikeIhavebeenpouredwithcold

water.Iam inshock.Iknewthisallwaajust

toogoodtobetrue,thereisnohappiness

forme.Onlysorrowaftersorrow.Iam truly

cursedandthewitchwhodidallthismust

bedeaswhohewouldhavelongshownme

somemercy.)

******************

*****************

Bontle

IrubmyhandstogetherIam honestly



nervousIdontknowhowtofaceher.How

doIevenapproachher,asherbubbly

Bontlenyanewillitevenworkthistime

around?Ohhmama!ThethingsIputyou

through,Idon'tdeserveyoujust

Likehedidnt.

Ipresstheintercom andwaitforhim with

batteredbreath.

Rose:"Yes,whoisthere?"

Bontle:"AdeliveryforMsRoseMoloifrom

Bontlenyane."

(ThegateimmediatelyrollsupandIdrive



inside.Shestandsbytheveranda.Shehas

lostweight.Ohh!Thispoorwoman.Whydid

shehastogivebirthtoabrokensoullike

me?Whydoesshecontinuelovingabroken

soullikeme?

IgrabtheflowersanggiftbagsasIstep

outandsmileather.)

Bontle:"Don'ttellmeyouthoughtyougot

ridofmethateasily."

(Tearsfallfrom hereyesasIsmilearher.

Puttingthem downIwalktoherandhug

her.)



Bontle:"Iam sosorryRosiewaBontle.Iwill

neverputyouthroughthisagain.Ipromise."

Rose:"Youstupidgirl,youwon'tbehappy

untilyouseemeinagrave."

Bontle:"Iam sosorrymama.Pleasedont

cryIam herenow.Notdead.Iam here

mama."

Rose:"Ithoughtsomethinghappenedto

you.Youjustuppedandleft.Nooneknew

whereyouwere?"

Bontle:"Bontlenyanewagagoisherenow.

Nomoretearsandsadness.Iwouldnever



leaveyouagain."
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****************

"Innerpeacebeginsthemomentyou

choosenottoallowanotherpersonor

eventcontrolyouremotions."-Pema

Chodrom

****************

Inathi

2dayshavealreadypassedsinceherlast

call.Ifindmyselfpacingeverydayinmy

bedroom.Myemotionsarehavigafieldday

withme.Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI

havegotteninmycarthenjumpedoutand

camebackintothisroom.Howmanytimes

Ihavedialledthenumberinmyphoneonly



toputmyphoneawaywithoutcalling.

Iam anxious,apartofmewantstogosee

hermaybeIam afoolwhenitcomesto

lovingbecausedespiteeverythingshehas

putmethroughIstillloveher.Attheendof

thedaysheismymotherandgrandmother

tomybabies.Butanotherpartofmewants

nothingtowithher.Tolethertakeherguilty

conscioustothegrave.Toholdontothis

grudgesndresentmentuntilshepasseson.

Isitbythewindowandwatchtherainasit

fallsdown.

Thebedroom dooropensandRaphael

walksinholdingaglassofmilk.Ilookat

him andsmile.



Raphael:"TheyarefinallyoutafterIhadto

diffuseanothewarregardingabedstoryto

readtoday."

Inathi:"Thankyoumylove."

Raphael:"weareinthistogether.Igotyour

back."

(Iturnandfacebackatthewindow.He

comesandwraphishandsaroundme.We

staysilentwatchingoutside.Aftersome

timeRaphaelguidesmetothearm chair

whileheoccupiestheottomannexttoit.

Takingmyhandshekissesmyknuckles.)



Inathi:"Thisissupposedtobethebest

weekofmylifebutyetIam drenchingin

sorrowRaphael."

Raphael:"Donotletheroranyofthe

circumstancessurroundingherstealyour

joyandpeace."

Inathi:"howdoIdealwithallofit.Iam at

thecrossroadsandIdon'tknowwhichway

togo."

Raphael:"Wenevercurvearoundthe

problem ortrytogoaroundit.Wealways

gostraightandfaceit.Faceyourdemons

mylove."



Inathi:"Iam afraidthatifIdon'tgoIwillfeel

guiltyallmylifebutIam alsoafraidifIgo

whatifshehurtsmemorethanshealready

have."

Raphael:"Don'tyougiveherthatmuch

authorityoveryou.Thereisnothingmore

thatshecansaythatwillhurtyou.You

knowwhy?Becauseyouarenolongerthat

younggirlshesoldtoamonstersoldin

earnaliving.YouareanovercomeInathi."

Inathi:"Yourfaithinmealwaysmovesme

Raofe."

Raphael:"Idon'tlikethatname,Idon'teven



howTumelogottoRaofefrom Raphael."

Inathi:"Itsquitecutemme."

Raphael:"Noitsnot.AnywayIwassaying,if

IwereyouIwouldgoandseeher.Giveher,

herlastdyingwish."

Inathi:"Isitworthit?"

Raphael:"Ifitcostsyou,yourinnerpeace

thenitdefinitelyworthit.Tellyouwhat

sleepoverittheninthemorningyoucan

decideifyouwanttogoornot."

Inathi:"Okay,canIalsogetabedtimestory



daddy?"

Raphael:"ThereisyourmilkfinishitthenI

willseewhatIcando."

(Ifinishmycupifmilkandjumpintobed.

PuttingmyheadonhischestIsnuggle

closetohim.)

Inathi:"OkayIam ready."

Raphael:"IhadatalkwithKevintodayand

hesaudsomethingwhichIthoughtwasso

profound."

Inathi:"Iam listening."



Raphael:"HesaidhisandThelma'ssecret

totheirhappymarriageisGod.Theygot

eachotherbuttheyalsogotGodinvolved."

Inathi:"Okay,Iam notfollowing."

Raphael:"Wehavebeenfightingbattles

everycorner.Dontyouthinkitstimewe

nowletGoddothefightibgforus."

Inathi:"How?"

Raphael:"Weinvitehim inourlives.Wetake

babystepsstartingtonight.Insteadofthat

bedtimestoryletsprayandIwillreadusa



versefrom thebible."

Inathi:"Okay.Willyoualsopray?"

Raphael:"Yessitup,soIcanpray.Ihave

neverdonethissodon'tlaugh.Thereisno

rightorwrongprayerright?"

Inathi:"Don'tworryIam sureyouwilldoa

betterjobthanme."

(Wesitupandholdeachotherhandsashe

pray.)

Raphael:"DearGod,wecomebeforeyou

today,wearenoperfectfamilyandattimes



wemakedecisionsthatarenotmorally

rightbutattheendofthedayweareyour

children.(Hepausesandopensoneeye

lookingathim.Inodsohecontinue)Atthis

momentalmightyfatherweasktocome

andbewithus.Wedon'tknowwhat

tomorrowholdsbutwearetrustingyouto

leasusthere.Weaskforyourprotection.

Weprayforourfamily'shealing.Wepray

youhealthebrokenrelationshipsandmend

ourheartswithyourlove.Mostlywepray

forourlittlebabiesLandonandLondon

coverthem withyourbloodandletyourwill

bedoneintheirlives.Iprayformybeautiful

fianceethatyougiveherstrengthandthat

sheleansmoreonyouandletyoutakecare

ofherbattles.InyourmightynameIpray

Amen."



Inathi:"Amen."

Raphael:"Iloveyou."

Inathi:"Iloveyoumoremyprayerwarrior."

(Icurloncemorenexttohim ,smilingashe

opensthebibleappinhisphone.Nigga

camepreparedIsee.)

*********************

*********************

Attheendofthedayvoiceofreasoning

thatwonistheonethatsaidImustgosee

mama.ButbeforegoingIstoppedby

BokamosoHospitaltocheckonanother

cancerwarrior.Sheisonherthirdcycleof



chemotherapy.

TomysurpriseLandaandThelmaarealso

herecheckongonher.Shelooksfrail

purtingonajerseyandaheadwrap.Well

shelooksfrailbuthermouthisnotfrailas

shelooks.

Lorato:"Heelang!Somanyvistorsinone

dayesegoreBraJesusolesebedigorewa

ntsayatodayletegolaela?"(DIDJesustell

youguysthatIam dyingtodaysoyouhave

tocomebidmegoodbye.)

(IrollmyeyesatRaphaelgivinghim theI

toldyousolook.)



Raphael:"Goodtoseeyoustillgoryour

senseofhumour."

Lerato:"Ohhtheydidnttellyouwhilethe

cancercellsincreasemoreandmore,the

humouralsotriples."

(Ibenddownandkisseshercheeks.)

Thelma:"Youjokeshonestlysuck."

Lerato:"Ineedyoualltostoptreatingme

withkidgloves.Iam notdying."

Raphael:"Goodtoknow.IsawLeooutside

letmegoandseehim abit.Sugaryouwill



findmeoutsidewhenyouaredone."

(Inodmyhead)

Lerato:"Sugar,whereareyoursachets?Did

youleavethem today?"

Inathi:"Icouldn'tbringthem withmetothe

hospitalunlessIwantedmillionquestions."

Landa:"IsthatwhatIthinkitis?"

(Pointingtomyfinger.)

Inathi:"Heproposedovertheweekend.I



saidyes."

Thelma:"Congratulations,youtwomakea

cutecouple?"

Lerato:"Aoo!Bannatwominutesnoodles

kooregopadilekaene?Kanammedeep

deepdownIwasTeam Noodles."

Landa:"(sarcastically)Yahright!Congrats

mylove."

Lerato:"Atleasthehasachopperdespite

thetwosecondsnoodlespart."

Inathi:"Lerato!"



Lerato:"YouknowIam right.Gapeyou

don'tlookforagirlwhojustaplatinum

ring?"

Inathi:"Iam happy."

(Theyallraisetheireyebrows)

Inathi:"NoguysIam happyorwashappy

untilmydyingmotherruinedeverything."

Landa:"Uhu!Sheisstillalive?"

Thelma:"Yolanda!"



Inathi:"Yes,sheisbutnotforlong.She

wantstoseeme."

Thelma:"Themostdifficultthing.You

nothinghurtslikeforgivingapersonwho

haveputyouthroughhellmoreespecially

yourmother."

Lerato:"Naturallyweexpectthemotherto

betheshieldtoweexpecthertoprotectus

from allevilsoftheworldanditstings

whensheendsupbeingthecauseofpain."

Landa:"Ithardbutsometimesholdingonto

painhurtsmorethanlettinggo.Donothold

adyingwoman'sbreathinyourhandsbabe



itsjustgoingtohurtmore."

Thelma:"Myhusbandlikestosayletgoand

letGod."

Lerato:"Goandsetherfree.Giveher,her

lastdyingwish.Youarenotdoingitforher

butforyourselfmylove."

(IwipemytearsawayandThelmahugsme,

Landajoinsin.)

Lerato:"Nyaa!NotwhileIam bedridden.

Cutitout."

Landa:"Canwehaveamomentplease?In



peace?"

Lerato:"Notonmywatch.GapeIhavea

bridalshowertoplan."

Landa:"Noway,notyou.Wehaveputup

withyourwackplansinthepastnomore."

(Thewholeroom turnsintoadebateroom

andImakemyescapewhilethecousins

arguebackandforth.)

******************

******************

Raphael

Isitbythebenchoutsidesippingmy

Americano.Lostinthoughtsonlytobe



interruptedbymyphonevibratingthe

pocket.AsIpullitoutIrollmyeyesasI

seethecaller.

Inathi'shabbitofrollingeyesisdefinitely

rubbingoffonme.

Raphael:"(answering)Yes!"

Kaone:"Wow!ForyourowninfoIalsodon't

enjoycallingyou.Notevenabit."

Raphael:"Thenstopcallingsimple."

Kaone:"Iwould,ifmysisterdidnotget

checkedoutofthehospital."



Raphael:"SoyouthinkIwouldhave

checkedherout.Canyougetrealplease?I

toldyouIwantnothingtodowithMel."

Kaone:"RaphaelIhavenoideawheresheis?

TheysaidamancametogethersoI

immediatelythoughtofyou."

Raphael:"Melisnolongermyresponsibility

abdwhyonearthwillIgethercheckedout

whenIwantedhertostayinthereforever."

Kaone:"Iknowsheisnotyourfavorite

person.ButRaphael...."



Raphael:"Nobuts,youfindher.Andifatall

inhertwistedmindshethinksshecancone

backhereandhurtmyfamily.NotonlywillI

killherbutIwillsendherbackyouina

bloodybodybag.Nxla!"

(IhungupandwalktoInathi.)

Inathi:"Everythingokay?"

(IlookatherwonderingifIshouldtellher

yhatpsychoisout.Butshealreadyhas

muchtodealwith.Iwillnotaddontoher

stressesandgetherpanickingwith

unfoldedstories.ForallweknowMelmight

havefoundlatestmantoobssesswith.)



Raphael:"Everythingisgoodmylove."

(IsmileatherasIguidetorhecar.Butmy

gutfeelingtellsmeeverythingisfarfrom

beingokaywiththatpsychooutthere.)



BINDED

Insert56

****************

“Mymotherwasmyfirstcountry.Thefirst

placeIeverlived.”–“lands”byNayyirah

Waheed,Poet&Activist

***************

Iwalkintotheroom andstareatthefrail

littlewomaninthebed.Mymamainfact

wholeofmyfamilyhasathefatgeneyetits

dishearteningtoseewhatthisdiseasehas

doneforher.Goneisherafricanfigures.

Thereisnotmuchdifferencebetweenher

andthemattresssheislayingon.

Raphaelisbehindme.Hishandsisaround

mywaistgivingmethestrengthIdonthave.



Justhavinghereisenough.Basadiis

standingbyMama'sbedherhandsonher

hipsandhernoseallupnothidingthe

judgement.

Myeyesshiftfrom hertothewomanlaying

onthebed.Andmyheartfeelssoreallthe

sudden,itfeelsconstricted,itfeelslike

someoneissqueezingitcausingagreat

heartache.WhileIhavebeenlivingmylife

astheoutcastthewomanwhohasbeen

myfirstlovehasbeensufferinginpain.My

heartshouldn'tfeelanythingforherbutit

swellsforher.Thisdeadoldbeatingheart

swellsinpainforthewomannotworthy

evencalledmama.

Basadi:"Welllookwhatthecatdraggedin.



Mamatheprodigaldaughterfinallyreturns."

Gloria:"Basadi!"

(Shewarnsherbeforesheliftherhands

andlooksatme.Icanreadtheshameand

guiltybehindthem.)

Gloria:"Comechild,comeJessie."

Thenicknamemydadusedtocallmewith,

itunhingessomanyemotions.Icantfind

thecouragetowalktowardsher.InsteadI

turnandrunbackoutsidetothecar.Ihear

Raphaelmurmurasorrybeforeswings

around.BeforeIcanreachthecar,he



catchesme.InhisarmsIletlooseandlet

thepenttearshavetheirway.Icryforthe

relationshipweneverhadbutwishedwe

couldhave.Icryforthelongingofher

motherIalwayshad,Icryforourruined

relationship.MostlyIcrybecauseittoolate

nowtofixthewrongsofthepast.Icryfor

herloss.Raphaeldoesnotsayanythinghe

justholdmeandletmesoakhist-shirt.

OnceIam done,hebendsdownandkisses

theremainingtearsaway,soothingitbetter.

Raphael:"JustsaythewordandIwillhave

yououtifhereinasecond."

Inathi:"No!ItstimeIfacemydemons.



Thankyouforyoursupport.Ihavetodo

thisalonenow.IwillcallyouinonceIam

donetalkingtoher."

Raphael:"Areyousure?"

(InodmyheadasIstandonmytoesand

kisshischeekbeforeIstridetothehouse

withmyheadheldhigh.WhenIstandinthe

doorwaytheyturntolookatme.Ilookat

them againandsigh.)

Inathi:"Basadi,pleaseexcuseus."

Basadi:"Noyoucansaywhateveryouwant

infrontofme."



(Iam abouttoreplyherwhenmamataps

hertwiceonthehand.Andshegroans

beforeshepushesmeoutofthedoorand

walksout.IsighasIwalktothechairthat

sheoccupied.Isinkdownandstayrigidin

mychairlookingatGloriaPoloko.)

Gloria:"ThankyouforcomingIna."

Inathi:"Ididn'tdoitforyoumama.Ididit

forme.Iwouldn'thavelivedwithmyselfif

youdiedbefore...."

(ItrailoffbecauseIhonestlydontknow

whattosay.BeforeItalktoher?BeforeI

forgiveher?BeforeImakepeacewithher?



Thosequestionsallcomeatmeonce.)

Gloria:"Stillyoucameandthatsallthat

matters."

Inathi:"(istubbornlyrelaxbackinthechair)

Iam herenowmama."

(Shesmilesatme.)

Gloria:"Youdidinherithisstubbornness."

(Idontknowtoaskwhosheisreferringto.

Mydad.)



Gloria:"IhavewrongedyousomanytimesI

don'tevenknowwheretoevenbegin

apologising."

Inathi:"Itsokay,youdidwhatyouhadtodo

tosurvive.Ican'tholditagainstyou

anymore."

Gloria:"ListenNathi,whatIdidwasno

excuse.IknowSorrycannevergiveyou

backtheyearsyouhadtosufferinthe

handsofTumelooryourstolendreams.But

Iam sorrymychild.Ihavebeenselfish

mamatoyou."

Inathi:"Itsokayma."



Gloria:"PleaseletmetalkInathi.IknowI

madeyoubelieveyouallthoseyearsyou

weremarriedtoTumelothatisyourfather's

wishesandtheinlywaytokeepmefrom

goingtojail.ButitwasallalieJessica."

Inathi:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Gloria:"Yesyourfathermighthavewanted

youtomarryintotheModisefamilyatfirst

buthechangedhismind.Hewantedyouto

chooseyourownpath,yourownpartner.

ThethingisJessy,therewasneverany

debtthatwouldhavelandedmeinjail.

Tumelowantedyoutheminutehehadhis

eyesonyou.WhenItoldhim thatypur

fatherwasnotgoingthroughwiththe

arrangedmarriage.Hesaidheknewyour



fatherwasdyingsoonandwewillsoon

sufferwithnobreadwinner.HesaidifIlet

youmarryhim thenwewillbesetouttolife.

Basadiwouldhaveneverhavetoworry

aboutscholarshiporIworryaboutwhatI

wasgoingtofeedyougirls.IsoldyouInathi,

IsoldyoutoanabusivemonstersoIcan

remainwelltakencareof."

(Istareatherspeechless.Shehasrendered

mespeechless.AllthoseyearsIsufferedin

thehandsTumelothinkingIwaskeeping

mymamaoutofjailwasalie.)

Gloria:"ImarriedyourfatherwhenIwas

young.Inevergotachancetoexperience

thingsothergirlsdid.SoonIwaspregnant

withyou.Yourdadwasneveran



affectionatepersonwhenitcomestome.

Butwhenyouwerebornyoucouldseeyou

meanttheworldtohim.Youcouldseehis

loveforyou.Ihavebeensodesperatefor

hisloveandthoughtthatmaybeafteryou

werebornhewillsharehislovewithme.

Butyoustolehisloveandattention.You

becamehiswholeworldwhileIjustbecame

themother."

(Shepauses)

Gloria:"ForthelongesttimeIdespisedthis

littlegirlwhocametostealmyhusband's

loveandattention.AsyearswentbyI

realizedhewouldneverlovemenotthe

wayhelovedhispreciouschild.SoIsetout

tohurttheonlypersonheseemstocare



about.Iturnedmywrathtoyou.Tomake

thedaddy'sprincesssufferlikehemademe

suffer.Itneverworkedhisloveforyou

remainedconstant,mylaststrawathurting

him waagettingpregnantbyanotherman

andmakinghinbelieveitwashis.Theday

hegotjisheartattackhefoundoutBasadi

wasnothis.Bureveninhisdeathbedhe

wantedyouwelltakencareofandhappy.

Togivehim thelaststrawofpainImade

sureyouIdiscardhiswishesandmakeyou

marryTumelo.Therewasneveradebtit

wasjusttomakeyousufferlikeyourfather

mademe.Apawningettingbackathim."

(Shecloseshereyesbutthetearsescape

from thecornersofhereyes.)



Inathi:"AreyousureIam yourdaughter?"

Gloria:"Withnodoubt.Icarriedyouforfull

9months.Bitternessandresentment

makestheheartnastyandfullofpoison."

(Myheartfeelsheavy.)

Inathi:"Whyareyoutellingmeallthis?"

Gloria:"Becauseyoudeservethetruth.I

knowyoulongedformotherlyloveallyour

loveIguessIfeltitsbetteryouknowwhy

younevergotitfrom me."

Inathi:"Thankyoufortellingme."



Gloria:"Idon'tdeserveyourforgiveness

Inathi.Butdon'tharbourhate,bitterness

andresentmentinyourheart,therarelike

cancerouscells,theywillstealyourjoyand

happiness."

(Istandupandgositbythewindowlooking

outsidebutmymindismilesaway.Itraises

witheverythingshejustrevealed.Idon't

knowifIam capableofforgivingherand

makingpeacewitheverythingshejusttold

me.ShecoughsandIwalkbacktoherI

holdherhand,sheseemstobeinsomuch

pain.WithoutsecondthoughtsIgetinto

bedandholdherintomyarms.)



Inathi:"Itsokaymama.IforgiveyouKwena.

Iforgiveyouforeverything.Iforgiveyou

becausedespiteeverythingmyloveforyou

isgreaterthaneverything.Youcanrestnow

Gloria.YoucantakeyourrestIam here."

(Tearsrundownmyface.Basadiwalksinto

theroom.Silentlyshesitsdownandhold

herhand.MamatakemyhandandBasadi's

joinsthem.Shesmilesweakly.)

Gloria:"Mygirls.Iloveyouboth.Ina."

Inathi:"Mama"

Gloria:"YouwillbeherewhenIwakeup.I



am tiredIjustwanttoclosemyeyestwo

minutes.MyeyesareheavyIjustneedto

resttwominutes.Promisemeyouwillbe

herewhenIwakeup."

Inathi:"IwillbehereMama.Iwillbehere.

Robalamokwena.Iwillbeherewhenyou

wakeupmama.Robala,robalaMmaInathi."

(Shesmilesasshecloseshereyes.My

heartfeelsheavy,itbeetserraticallyagainst

mychest.Weholdherhandasshetakes

herfinalbreath.Tearsfallfrom oureyes

silently,notwantingtodisturbhersleeping.

Afterwhatfeelslikeeternity,Icheckher

pulseandthereisnothing.)



Inathi:"Sheisgone."

(Basadiisinafrozenstate.Sheisoutinthe

cold.Imovemyhandsfrom hersbutshe

continuestoholdmama'shand.Igetup

from thebedandwalkuptoher.)

Inathi:"Sadie,youneedtoletgosheisno

more."

(Igentlygetherhandandthatswhenshe

cracks.Heremptycriesfillthehouse.I

drawherinmyeyesandgivehercomfort

assheweepsforourmother.Raphael

walksintotheroom,seeinghim setsmeoff

also.)



Inathi:"Sheisgone."

(Itellhim beforeIfalldownwithBasadi

weeping.IthoughIknewwhatlovewas.)

.

'

'

.

'

'

'

'

'

'

'



'

'

'

Gloriawasnoteveryone'sfavoritecupif

AmericanowithGinseng.Butstillitwas

hardtopreparethisinsert.Ithadme

weepingespeciallytoday.

.

.

HappymothersDay!Werememberthose

mama'swhoarenolongerwithus,may

theirsoulsrestinpeace.Andwecherish,

honourandlovethosemamaswhoarestill

alive.

Dedicating:MaverickCityFtAmanda



Lindsey--Leanon

Love

AuthorSMods

(Iwillstartpayingforlastweekinsertswith

thisone.)
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***************

"Begentlewithyourselfyouaredoingthe

bestyoucan."-Unknown

***************

Inathi

Itistraditionthatthefirstbornbetheone

layonthemattressforgrievinginthe

absenceofapartner.Howeverinthiscase

Basadiistheonewhoclaimedthatroleand

tobehonestIwasrelievednottobedoing

therole.

ShehasbeenwithGloriawhenshegot

diagnsedandhasbeentakingcareofher



eversince.Andshewasmoreclosestto

herthanme.

HoweverIdidmovetothevillagetobe

thereforthewholeoftheweektoprepare

forburial.Raphael,AJandthekidsjoined

meonWednesday.Theybookedintoa

guesthousenotfarfrom mymother'shouse.

WellatleastGloriadidhaveafuneralpolicy.

ItoneofthethingsImustapplaudherfor.It

isnicetoknowthatshedidatleastdo

somethingwiththemoneyshegotfrom

Tumeloandnotblowitall.

Thereissomeonewhom IthoughtIwould

neversee,whomadeittothefuneral.My

othermotherbymarriage,PogisoModise.

ShearrivedonThursdaytwodayspriorto



theburial,Iguessshewantedtopayher

lastrespecttoherschemingpartner.It

seemedlikeshehasbeenthroughsomuch

andwashangingonathread.Iwondered

howsheissurvivingeversinceTumelo's

passing.

Inathi:"MmaTumelothisisasurprise."

Pogiso:"Indeed!Butwhatkindofmotherin

lawwouldIbeifIdidnotcometopaymy

lastrespect."

Inathi:"Iam sureMawouldhavewanted

youhere.Thankyouforcoming."



Pogiso:"ItistheleastIcoulddo.Howhave

youbeen?Iam sorryaboutyourmother's

passing."

Inathi:"thankyou.Allgood,can'tcomplain.

Howaboutyou?Ipassedbyyourhousein

monthsbackbutIwastoldyouhavesold

it."

Pogiso:"Iam well.Ihavemovedback

home."

Inathi:"Ohh!HomeasinGabane?"

(Shenodsherheadbutdropshereyesto

thegroundembarrassed.Makingme



wonderwhatisthestorythere.Iopenmy

mouthbuttorespondherbutLandonand

Londoncomingrunningtowardsme.)

Landon:"Mommy."

(Iswingaroundandsmileatthem.)

London:"Mommy,daddysaidwemust

comesaybye.Wearegoingtogowithhim

andUncleAJtoourhousetofreshenup."

Landon:"Mommyyoushouldcomewithus.

DaddyandIwillgiveyouamassage."

(Ibrushmyhandovertheirheads.)



Inathi:"IwouldlovetoThamimorethan

anythingbutIstillhavetomaketeaand

washthedishes.Tellyouwhat,onceIam

doneIwillcomethere.Thenyoucangive

methatmassage."

Landon:"Okay."

(Pogisoclearsherthroat.)

Inathi:"Thami,NamiIwantyoutomeet

yourgrandma."

London:"ButyousaidGrandmawentto

heavenandisnotcomingback."



Inathi:"Iknowbaby,butthisistheother

grandma.Youareluckytohave4grandma

,includingthisone.ThisisgrandmaPogiso.

Nowgoonandgreether."

(Iwatchastheytakestepstoherand

extendtheirhands.)

London:"Hello,Iam LondonSparklesNami

Modise.ThisismytwinbrotherLandon

RaphaelJrThamiModise."

(IkeepmyeyesonPogiso.Sheblinksaway

tearsasshekissestheirtinyhands.)



Pogiso:"Iam pleasedtomeetyouNami

andThami."

Landon:"Whyareweonlymeetingyounow?

didyoualsohurtmommythatswhyshe

keptusawayfrom you?"

Inathi:"Landon!"

(Ikeepforgettingthisguysalwayshave

endlessquestions.RecentlywhenItold

them aboutGloria'spassingtheyaskedwhy

theydidnotknowherifshewastheir

grandmother.Raphaelcametomyaidby

tellingthem thatGloriahurtmethatswhy

theyhadnotyetmether.)



Pogiso:"Itsokay.YesIalsohurtyour

mommy."

London:"Didyouapologise?Daddysays

whenwehurtpeoplewelovewehaveto

apologisesotheyforgiveus."

Raphael:"Pogiso!"

(IlookovermyshouldertofindRaphael

lookingathisstepmother.Hiseyesburn

withrageandhatredbutheishidingit

beneathhismask.MaskthatInowknow

howtoreadverywell.Pogisolooks

surprisedtoseeRaphael.Shelooksathim

andmebackandforth.)



London:"Ohhdaddy,comemeetourother

grandmother."

(Hethrowsmea"WTF"lookashisdaughter

dragshim.Igivehim afakesmile.)

London:"Grandma,thisisourdaddy

RaphaelHudson.Herecentlyasked

mommytomarryhim.Whentheymarrywe

aregoingtobeonebighappyfamily."

(Iputahandovermyface.WheredidIget

thistalkativebabies?)

Landon:"Comeondaddy,dontberude

shakeGrandma'shand."



(herollshiseyesandshakePogiso'shand

givingheratightsmile.)

Raphael:"Comeonmunchies,UncleAjis

waitingforyou."

Landon:"Okay.Grandmawewillbeback."

Pogiso:"Okayyouwillfindmerighthere.I

wontmove."

(Theyturntoruntothecar.)

Inathi:"(screaming)Hey!Norunning."



(Raphaelputhishandaroundmywaist.)

Raphael:"WalkmetothecarSugar."

Inathi:"Iam coming."

(ItelltheladiesIam makingteawith.)

Raphael:"Iam takingthetwinstothe

Guesthousetogorefresh."

Inathi:"SoIhavebeentold."

Raphael:"Nowtellmewhymykidsare



callingthatwoman,Grandma?"

Inathi:Lala,canwenotdothisrightnow?"

Raphael:"Fine,butitsnotover."

Inathi:"Iknow."

Raphael:"Wemissyou,cometoustoday."

Inathi:"Okaydaddy.Iwillbethere.PlusI

lookforwardtothemassageyouand

Londonaregoingtogiveme."

Raphael:"Iknow."



(Hebrusheshislipsovermineaswereach

hiscarbutIputmyhandsaroundhisneck

andstandonmytoesasIkisshim.)

Bontle:"Nyaaguys,youwillmakethe

villagerstospeak."

(Ilethim goandswingaround,Bontleand

Rosearestandingbehindusallsmiles.I

smilingembarrasinglyandblushingatRose

aswechantgreetings.)

Raphael:"Sugar,Iwillseeyoulater.Maits

nicetoseeyouagainevenundersuchsad

circumstances,Blaters."



(Wewatchashedrivesaway.FollowingAJ

whohasalreadyleftwiththetwins.)

Bontle:"Youhornyrabbits,evenatafuneral

youareallovereachother."

Inathi:"Canyoupleasebehave?Iwas

soothinghim afterhesawPogiso."

Bontle:"Holyshete!She-devilishere."

Rose:"Bontle!"'

Bontle:"Ija!Comeletmetakeyoutoother

gradmasoIcanchatwithmybestfriend



withoutanyinterference."

(Ismileatheraswewalkintotheyard.)

****************

****************

OnFriday,IrealisedhowluckyIam tohave

friendsthayIhave.Theghettocrewcame

welltheycanabitdramatic,Imeanwho

makesaJeepWranglerconveytoafuneral.

Noneapartfrom mysnobs.Whatmattersis

thattheycameinstyletosupportme.It'sa

pityLeratoandLeocouldnotmakeit

becauseofhercondition.Buteveryoneelse

washereincludingeventhekingandqueen

onSchaefer.

Inathi:"Ahh!Youguysyouaremakingme



emotional.Youshouldn'thavecome."

Landa:"Suka!Wearenotthethefuntimes

friendsonlybutalsothesadtimesfriends.

Rightmypeople."

(Theynodtheirheads.)

Thelma:"Wearehereforyou.Nowletusbe

hereforyou."

Kevin:"Toaddmore,wedecidedtoshow

thevillagersespeciallyyourexmotherin

lawthatyouarenolongerscaredlittle

Inathibutnowyourunandplayforbig

leagues."



Miguel:"GoshotaDerryboykachopper

hela.Thenwewouldbesolid."

(Weallcrackup)

Nana:"Soshowuswhatisneededwhere.

Thelabourersareherenow."

(Shesaidasshepulledanapronfrom the

car.Andalltheothersfollowedsuit.The

menjumpedintoblueoverallsandwegot

busy.Wepreparedlunchforourdiphiri

(menwhowenttodigthegrave)ascall

them insetswanaalsoforthepeoplewho

wenttogetma'scorpsefrom themortuary.)



Bontle:"Bathong!Agotanakoyamagadi

kopalehokoletseRaphael.Poorthinghas

beenworkingtirelessly."

(Iturnandlookatmyman.Wearinghisblue

overallsandwhiteconversesneakersthat

arenolongerandhavenochanceofever

beingwhite.Hisoverrallisdirty,helooks

greasybutyummygreasy.Hisskinisalittle

bitsunburntbutmakinghisdarkoliveskin

evenmorebeautiful.Hehasnotshavedand

thebeardmakeshim lookallkindsof

yummy.Itrusthim tokeepswagonwitha

watchhowevergoneisthebankerbaeand

hisArmanisuitshererightnowstandsa

yummydomesticatedAfricanmanandhe

isallmine.Hecomesandstandsbymyside.



Takingoffhisbuckethat,hegreetsthe

ladiesbuthiseyesneverleavingmine.)

Raphael:"MmagweThamikekopametsifor

borrebadiphiri."

(Thisisthefirsttimehehasevercalledme

MmagweThami.Itgivesallkindsof

goosebumps.)

Inathi:"Eerra,wearecomingtoserveyouin

abit."

(Inoticesoilinhiseyelids.)

Inathi:"Closeyoueyes,letmeremove



something."

(HeobeysandImoveclosetohim.GentlyI

removethesoil.)

Inathi:"(whispering)Youlookexhausted

lala,pleasetakeiteasy."

Raphael:"Don'tworryyouaregoingto

rewardmenicelyformyhardwork."

(Hewinksatmebeforehewalksback,

cockybastard!)

Nana:"Ohh!Bathongthesundidnojustice

toMiguel,Ethan,XavierandAJ."



Kath:"Itoldthem tobutsomesunscreen

onbuttheyrefused."

Landa:"Ahh!Theywillsoakthemselves

afterthis."

*********

*********

Husdonholdsmeasthecasketgoesdown.

Iam notcryingIthinkIhaveexhaustedall

mytears.Iam tired.Basadiiscryingnone

stop.Itokdthem toletherbe,sheneedsto

cryinordertoletthepainout.Holdingit

insideisjustgoingtohurthermore.

Butwefinallylaidherrest.Wegaveherthe



finalgoodbyeshedeserved.


