


AFATHER'SLOVE

INTRODUCTION

________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

[MANYYEARSAGO]

Ithasn'tevenbeenayearsincemyhusbandtheKing

andIgotmarriedandthepressureisalreadytoo

muchonus,Ihaven'thadampletimetoenjoybeing

theQueenofthegreatUkuthulaKingdom andmy

reignisalreadybeingshakenbytheelders...As

muchasBhekumbusolovesmethepressurewillget

tohim andhewillsuccumbtotheirdemandsand

marryanotherwoman,andthatissomethingIam

notpreparedtoaccept.Iam andwillforeverbethe

onlyQueenofthisgreatKingdom andtovalidate

thisIonlyneedonechildjustoneandthankthe

Godsthattheynevercaredaboutthegenderofthe

babywhowillascendthethronewhenBhekumbuso

isnomore...Ineededsometimeawayfrom the

palacesomyhusbandallowedmetocomeandvisit



myfamilyjusttocheckonthem andnotthinkofmy

problemsforafewhours...Iam sittingunderthe

Avacadotreewithmymotherandsisterwhilemy

personalmaidissittingfarfrom us...

Ma:haiboLiyanawhereareyou?

SheaskspokingmeandIquicklysnapoutofit.

Me:it'snothingmama.

Ma:Icarriedyouforanentireninemonthsand

raisedyouuntilyoubecametheQueenofthis

beautifulKingdom soIwouldliketothinkthatI

knowyoumorethananyoneintheworld.

Iletoutaheavysigh.

Me:it'sjustthattheroyalcouncilisonournecks,

theywantachildbeforetheytakemetothesacred

foresttoconfirm measthefirstQueentoKing

Bhekumbuso.

Nonhle:haibosisiyouandBhekijustgotmarriednje.

Me:Iknowbuttheyjustdon'tcare,theywantachild

inthenextyearortheywanttheKingtofindanother



wifewhowillassurethatthisKingdom hasa

successor.

Nonhle:areyougoingtoagreetothat?

Me:doIhaveachoicemntakamama(mysister)?

Ma:overmydeadbodyLiyana.Youwillbetheonly

QueenofthisKingdom.

MymothersaysinadeepvoiceandIquicklylookup

toseeher.

Me:mamait'sgoingtohappen,Iam failingtogive

him anheirapparenttothethrone.

Ma:IsaidovermydeadbodyLiyana.

Nonhle:mama?

MysistergivesheraquestioninglookandIdotoo

becauseIwouldliketoknowwhatsheisgoingtodo

toensurethatIam theonlyQueen.

Ma:justmeetmebythestream tomorrowmorning

atthefirstsoundoftheroostercrow.

Me:wherearewegoing?

Ma:togetyouachild,asuccessorthatwillensure



yousitonthatthroneuntiltheGod'scallyouhome.

MysisterandIexchangealookandsheshrugsher

shoulders,Ilookatmymotheragainandshejust

popsapeanutinhermouthlikeshedidn'tsaythe

mostconfusingthingtome.

_________________________________________

WeareabouttoembarkonanewjourneyandIhope

weallenjoyit.Yourparticipationwouldbehighly

appreciated



AFATHERSLOVE

CHAPTER01

___________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

[PRESENTDAY]

Thepalaceischaotictoday,theservantsaregoing

upanddowninpreparationofmydaughter'sreturn

from school.Ican'tbelieveithasbeenanentirefive

yearsshinceshehasbeenawaystudying,that

stubborndaughterofminehasn'tbeenhomeinall

thoseyearsandmyhusbandandIhavebeenthe

onesvisitingherinthecity.Iwasagainstitbutlike

alwaysBhekumbusoallowedhisdaughtertodoas

shepleases,ifitwereuptomeIwouldhavegiven

myhusbandmorechildrenandmaybehewouldn't

besosoftwhencomingtoKayise...Iam justhappy

thatshewillcomehomeandlearnmoreaboutour

traditionsandwayoflifeafterallsheisthefuture

Queenofthiskingdom andthesoonerwegroom her

intothatrolethebetterforusandourpeople,My



bedroom dooropensandmysisterNonhlewalksin...

Her:sothisiswhereyou'vebeenhiding?

Me:Ijustneededaminuteawayfrom allthechaos.

Her:yebohaiit'stoomuch,we'vehadcelebrations

herebutnothingthisextravagant.

Me:youknowhowBhekumbusogetswithanything

thathastodowithKayise.

Her:that'strue,hehaschangedmostlawsinthis

landjustsohisdaughtercanbecomfortable.

Me:sometimesIwonderifhewouldhavelovedhis

otherkidsifwehadmore.

Her:Ithinkhelovesherthismuchbecausesheis

theonlychild.

Me:yahneIstillsaythankstomamaforhelpingme

outallthoseyearsago.

Her:don'tevenmentionthat,shesavedyour

marriage.

Me:bythewayhow'severythinggoingoutthere?



Her:everythingisgoingverywellsisi.Everythingwill

bedonebythetimeshegetshometomorrow.

Me:that'sarelief.

Her:I'm sureyouarerelivedtohaveyouronlychild

back.

Me:Iam butsheisgoingtotakemyhusbandaway

from me.

Shechuckles.

Her:let'sgooutandseehoweverythingisgoing.

ShowfacealittleLiyana.

_______________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Theappleofmyeyeiscomingbackhometoher

father,sheiscominghometopreparetotakeover

from mesomeday.Idon'tdoubtevenforadaythat

KayisewillmaketheperfectQueen,shetakesafter

mewithalotofthings,Itaughtherthatagreat



leaderdoesn'tonlylooktoupliftthemselvesorthose

closetothem buttoupholdhisorherhighestcalling,

leadingandservingthepeoplethatfollowbehind...I

haveorganisedthebiggestcelebrationtowelcome

herhome,allthepeoplefrom theKingdom willcome

andcelebratewithme.Afeastisbeingpreparedand

mypeoplewilleat,drinkandbemerry...Iam inthe

throneroom withtheroyalcouncilhavingafew

drinks,theycamearoundtoseeifeverythingis

comingalongrightfortomorrow...Oneoftheboys

thatworksaroundthepalacewalksinandstandsby

thedoor,Iam veryfondofthisboy,notonlyishe

hardworkingbutheisdowntoearth,whenheopens

hismouthhespeakssense,hehasthequalitiesof

royalty...

Menzi:haiwenawhyareyoueavesdroppingon

privateconversations.

MypersonaladvisorshoutsatthepoorboyandI

can'thelpbutsigh.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhat

problem Menzihaswiththisboy.Everytimeweare

inthesamespacehefeelstheneedtomakehim



feelsmall,Ihaveaddressedthisbuthejustwon't

stop.

Bukhosi:apologiesmyelders.

Me:it'sokayson,whatcanIhelpyouwith?

Bhukhosi:Icametoinform youthatthetraditional

healerhasarrived.

Me:ohgreatnews,showhim inplease.

Hebowsandwalksout.Thehealerisjusthereto

ensurethatthepalaceisridofanybadspiritsthat

mightbesenttoattackmydaughteruponarrival.

MakhosiwalksinatthesametimeasLiyana,they

bothstopatthedoorthehealergivesherachilling

lookandmywifecan'thelpbutlookaway.Their

momentmakesmeraiseaneyebrow.

Healer:Nkosiyami(MyKing).

Me:makhosi,youarewelcome.

Hesetsuphisthingsonthefloorandhiseyescan't

stayawayfrom Liyananexttome.Whatcoulditbe?

Doeshemaybehaveamessagefrom theGod's

concerningtheQueenoftheKingdom oram Ijust



readingtoomuchintothis?Imanagetoshakeitoff

andfocusonthetaskathand.

_______________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Anotherhecticdayatthepalace,theKinghasdone

ceremoniesbutnothingthisbig,whyam Ieven

surprised,thisonehastodowithhisdaughterand

weallknowthemanwouldlayhislifedownjustfor

PrincessKayise...It'salreadydarkoutsideandthe

starsareshiningbrighterthanusual,thenightis

calm andIwishIcanbelostinitforawhilebutI

havemysickmothertorushto...Igethomeandthe

lightsarestillon,ohmamashouldn'thavewaitedfor

me.Iusemykeytounlockfrom outside,Iwalkin

andsheisdozedoffonthesinglecouchso

peacefully.Idecidetogopreparethebedforher

beforewakingheruptogosleepcomfortably,Iam

tiredmyselfandIhavetobeawakeearlyandhead

tothepalacealotstillneedstobedonebeforethe

princess'sarrival...



Ma:yougetinlikeathiefinthenight.

Shesaysfrom behindmeandIjumpabitwhileshe

chucklesfindingitamusing.

Me:youwillgivemeaheartattackIswear.

Ma:youhaveaheartofabird,alwaysreadytojump

outofyourchest.

Me:noIwasn'texpectingthepersonIfoundoutofit

tojustspeakbehindme.

Ma:sorryson.

Me:whydidyouwaitup?

Ma:Iwantedtohearallaboutthepreparationsof

theprincess'sreturn.

Me:thekingwentallout.

Ma:Iwouldn'texpectanythingless.Ijustprayshe

becomesagreatleaderlikeherfather.

Me:that'sourprayermamacozifitwereuptous

thepeopleKingBhekumbusowouldruleforever.



Ma:mancannotbeimmortalmydear.

Me:anywayhowareyoufeeling?

Ma:I'm great.

Isigh

Me:mamayouneedtobehonestwithmesoIcan

knowwhenyouneedmoremedication.

Ma:IsaidI'm fineBukho,justusethatmoneyon

yourself.

Me:yourlifemeansmoretome,IhavewhateverI

needtosurviveIdon'tneedtobewastingmoney.

Wewillsaveitforrainydays.

Ma:whatgooddidIeverdothatGodblessedme

withsuchanamazingson.

Me:youdideverything.Ibroughtyousomefood

from thepalace.

Ma:bringitwithsowecaneatwhileIlistentoyou

tellmeabouttomorrow.

Ilaugh.

Me:haokodwa,howdoItellyouabouttomorrow



whenithasn'thappenedyet.

Ma:youknowwhatImeansuka.

Ilaughwalkingbacktothekitchentobringthe

plasticwiththefoodIbrought.

_________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Igetunderthecoversasthedooropensandthe

Kingwalksinyawning,hemustbetiredoutofhis

mind,hewashandsontheentireday,Idon'tknow

whyhewoulddothistohimselfwhenwehave

peoplewepaytotakecareofsuch.Heslowly

removeshisclothesandcomestogetinbed...

Me:don'twakeupearlyBheki.

Hechuckles.

Him:mydaughteriscominghomeIdoubtI'lleven

beabletosleeptonight.

Irollmyeyes.



Me:someofuswon'texistsoonasKayisewalksin

theyardtomorrow.

Him:haomkami(mywife)that'simpossibleyou

knowit.

Me:I'llremindyou.

Him:Idon'tthinkit'sokayforamothertobejealous

ofherdaughter.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:I'm notjealousI'm justsaying.

Alittlesilencetakesoverforafewminutesuntilhe

clearshisthroat.

Him:yazIsensedsomethingbetweenyouandthe

healer,iseverythingokay.

MyheartalmoststopsbutIquicklycomposemyself

andnarrowmyeyes.

Me:something?

Him:yeslikeyoutwocouldn'tstandbeinginthe

sameroom together.

Ichuckle.



Me:haiboyouareimaginingthings.

Him:Idoubt.

Me:Idon'thaveanythingagainstthehealerbutyou

canaskhim ifeverythingisokay.

Henods.

Him:okaymaybeI'm justbeingcrazy.Let'ssleepwe

needtherest.

Me:okaygoodnight.

Him:nightsthandwasami.

Iturntofacetheotherwayandsighinrelief,Ialso

sensedtheawkwardness,thehealergavemelooks

thatreallymademeuncomfortable,it'sworryingI

won'tlie,Ijustprayit'snotwhatIthinkitis.

________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ijoltawakesweatingprofuselyandpanting.My

nightshirtisdrenchedfrom sweat.Fuckthisdream,

ithasbeenwakingmeupalmosteverydayforthe



pastmonthandthemostannoyingpartisthatI

don'tevenrememberit,notevenasingledetail.Not

onlyisitfrustratingthatIcan'trememberanything

andIwakeupfeelinglikeIraninthemarathonit

alsomeansIcan'tgobacktosleep,likesleepjust

disappears.Iwillkeeptossingandturninguntil

around5am andthat'swhenIneedtobegettingup

togogym beforestartingmyday...Allthatisabout

toendnowcozIam headedbackhometomy

father'sKingdom,Iwouldbesuperdepressedifhe

didn'tdeveloptheplaceandIwouldhaveprobably

refusedtogobacktherebutlikeitornotit'smy

homeandIhaveresponsibilitiestocarryout,Iwill

takeallthatI'velearnedfrom thiscityandimprove

mypeople...Igetoutofbedandgofinishpackingmy

stuff,namiIhavealotofthingsGodbutwhatdidI

expect,Ispend5wholeyearsofmylifeinthisplace

withoutgoinghomebutI'llsurelybecomingtovisit

formysanitythatis,henceIam notgivingupthis

apartmentandmyroommateandfriendwillkeepit

occupied...Icheckthetimeonmyphoneandit's

only1am,Ihavethreehoursuntilmyfather'speople

cometogetme,imaginebeingontheroadat4am,



hecticifyouaskmebutI'lljustcatchuponmysleep

plusIknowit'sgoingtobealongday,babaprobably

plannedthebiggestwelcomehomeceremonyinmy

honorandI'm goingtoneedtheenergytoget

throughit...

_____________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER02

_________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Itossedandturnedthewholenight,mymindkept

landingonthepossibilitythatmakhosiisontome

butmymotherassuredmeallthoseyearsagothat

thesecretwillgodownwithustoourgraves,but

whywouldthehealerstartgivingmeawkwardlooks

afteralltheseyearsifheisn'tsuspectingmeof

anything?...AsmuchasIdidwhatIdidtosavemy

marriage,Idon'tthinkmyhusbandwillunderstand

andIknowforafactthattheelderswillsendme

packingforitandallofmyhardworkwouldhave

beeninvein.Mythoughtsarerunningawaywithme

Ineedtooffloadtosomeoneandwhobetterthan

mysisterNonhlewhoalreadyknowseverything...

MypersonalmaidishelpingmeputmyhairupsoI

canbeabletoputonmycrown,itisrequiredthatI

dosobecausethisisanofficialancestralceremony,



thecowwasslaughtered,alcoholbrewedand

imphephowasburned,ourancestorsareroaming

thepalacesoIam requiredtorespecttheirpresence

bybeinginmyfullroyalregalia...

Me:givemeaminuteI'llbeback.

Isayalreadystandingup.IfIdon'tburpwhat'sinmy

chestrightnowIwillbeawkwardthewholeentire

dayandthatwillmakeBhekumbusoasksmea

millionquestions.Iquicklygetoutofmychambers

andmakemywaytomysister'shutoutside.Ibump

intomakhosibythecornerandIswearmyheart

almoststops.

Makhosi:MyQueen.

Hesaysbowingdownalittle.

Me:yebo,Ihopeeverythingisgoingwell.

Makhosi:yesthisisablessedceremony,the

ancestorsarehappytowelcomeoneoftheirown

home.

Me:that'sgood,Iwillseeyouaround.



Makhosi:justaminutemyQueen.

Hesaysandlookathim withablankexpression

wonderingwhathewantstosaytome,Iam holding

mybreath.

Makhosi:whenyouhavetimepleasevisitmyshrine,

Iwouldliketohaveareadingofyou.

Me:iseverythingokay?

Makhosi:Idon'tknowmyQueenbutthesedaysmy

spiritisrestlesswhenwewalkinthesamecircle.

Iblinkacoupleoftimes.

Me:Iwillmaketime.

Makhosi:asbonge.

Inodandwalkawaywithmyheartracing.Ilook

backandheistillstandingrightwhereIlefthim,

watchingmeintensely.IjustwavesoIdon'tmake

him moresuspicious.IgettoNohle'shutandjust

walkinwithoutknocking.Oneofthemaidsis

helpingherwithherdress.

Me:excuseusplease.



Thegirlquicklyscurriesoffandclosesthedoor

behindher.

Nonhle:lookslikeyoujustsawaghost.

Me:makhosiknowssomething.

Isaypanicking.

Nonhle:whatareyoutalkingaboutLiyana?

Me:heknowssomethingwithregardstoKayise's

birth.

Nonhle:impossible.

Me:I'm tellingyou.

Sherollshereyes.

Nonhle:ohcomeonsisi,youknowtheywereall

blindedtoseeingthetruth.

Me:butwhatif-

Shecutsmeoff.

Nonhle:stopthisnonsense.Theywillneverknowwe

wereguaranteedthatremember?

Iletoutadeepsigh.



Me:maybeIam readingtoomuchintothis.

Nonhle:youdefinitelyare.You'vealwaysstruggled

withthis,evenwhenwewerekids.

Me:Ishouldjustcalm downandenjoythisday.

Nonhle:goodbecauseyouarestressingover

nothing.

______________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iwokeupextraearlythismorning,afterstayingup

latewithmamatellingherthepossibleeventsof

todaybasedonwhatthekingsharedwithme

includingalltheotherpalacestaff.Ihadtoensure

thatIleavemymotherwithenoughwaterforthe

entiredaybecausetheboreholeisadistancefrom

myhouseandwithherdeterioratinghealthshefinds

ithardwalkingadistance.Theonlythingshestops

mefrom doingiscookinghermealswhenshefeels

awholelotbetter...Todaythechaosseem tohave

multiplied,everythinghastobedonebeforethe



princessarrives.Itisslightlyafter8am andsheis

dueanyminutenow.AsthechiefofstuffIhaveto

ensurethateveryoneisdoingtheirjobreallywelland

Icanreportthateverythingisgoingaccordingly...

SomeoneplacesahandonmyshoulderandI

quicklylookbackandit'sKingBhekumbuso,I

attempttobowdownbutheholdsmeupinplace...

King:it'sokayson.

Me:Baba.

King:iseverythingdone?

Me:everythingisontrack.

King:youaresuchahardworkingboyBukhosiifI

hadtheprivilegeofhavingasonIwouldhaveliked

him tobemorelikeyou.

HesaysandInod.IfIhadtheprivilegeofchoosinga

fatheritwoulddefinitelybehim,orshouldIsay

whereverorwhoevermyfatherisIhopeheisas

Nobleasthismanrighthere.

Me:thankyoubaba.



King:Ijustcan'twaittoseeKayise.

Me:shewillsoonbeheredon'tworry.

King:hopefullyshewon'tasktoleaveforsomething

elseafterafewweeks.

Webothlaugh.

Me:youcansimplyjustsaynobabayouaretheKing

afterall.

Hesmilesandsqueezesmyshoulder.

King:Iam herfatherbeforeIam akingBukhosi,her

happinessiswhatIfeedoff.

Me:Icanonlypraytobethiskindoffathertomy

children.

King:doyouevenhaveagirlfriend?

Ilookdownembarrassedthatourconversationhas

reachedthispoint.Iam abouttoanswerwhenthe

mostannoyingmanjoinsus.

Bab'Menzi:getlostwena.

King:thatisnowaytotalktoanyone.



Thekingreprimandshim buthestillgivesmea

chillinglook,Iam yettofindoutwhatIdidtothis

manforhim tohatemethismuch.

Me:Iwillgoseeiftheyarefishingup.

Iwalkawayfeelingannoyed

_______________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

TosayIam annoyedwouldbeanunderstatement,

it'sclearthatMenzidoesn'twanttohearmewith

regardstohowhetreatsBukhosi,itshowsthatheis

notonlybullyingthispoorboyheisdisrespecting

memeasaKingandoneofthesegooddaysIwill

makeanexamplewithhim,showpeoplethatjust

becauseIam calm andunderstandingitdoesn't

meanIam weak,Ijustchosenottorulewithaniron

fist...Ididn'tevenwanttohearwhathehadtosayto

me,soonasBukhosileftusIalsolefthim standing

thereandwentinside.Todayisaveryspecialdayfor

me,notevenhecansourmymood,Irefusetoallow

anythingtomakemeangrytoday.Igetinsidemy



wife'schambersandsheisdonegettingdressed...

Me:youstilllookasbeautifulasthethefirsttimeI

laidmyeyesonyou.

Liyana:ohBhekithankyou.

Shesayswearinghereversobeautifulsmile.

Me:areyoureadytowelcomehomeyouronly

daughterandthefutureQueenofthisland?

Liyana:Iam excited,Imissmydaughtersomuch.5

yearsisalotoftime.

Me:exactly.

Liyana:didyouneedanything?

Me:Ijustwantedustogototheancestralroom

sikwaziukuphahla(topray).

Liyana:ohokaynoproblem then.

Wewalkhandinhandoutsideherchambers,and

makeourwaytothespecialroom weuseto

communicatewithourancestors.Ibenddownand

helpheroutofhereshoesandremovemineaswell.



Thisissacredplaceanditshouldberespectedatall

times.Webothkneeldowninfrontofthecandles

andimphepho,mywifethequeentakesthematches

andtriestolightthecandlesbutthefireisputofffor

somereason,sheattemptsagainbutitdoesthe

verysamething.Thisisalarmingitshouldn'tbe

happening,somethingisverywrong.Itakeadeep

breathtorelaxanddecidetotrymyself.Oneattempt

andthecandlesburnwithease.IlookatLiyanawho

iswearingaveryworriedexpressiononherface.

Idecidetogetthisoveranddonewithandwewillgo

seemakhosiforsomeanswerstomorrow.

_______________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Iopenmyeyesasthecardrivesintothevillage,my

assisverypainfulnow,Ihavebeensittingdownfor

hoursonend,Icouldreallyuseaminutetostretch

mylegs,butIam almostathomenowjustafew

moreminutes.Isitupstraightandremovetheflee

ontopofme.Godthisplaceissobeautifularound



thistimeoftheyear,thetreesarebearingallsortsof

fruitsandthefarmshaveharvestedorganiccrops.

It'snotonlybeautifulforthelandsphysicalitybutas

wellasit'speople'spockets.Thevillagersselltheir

excessproductsatourmarketwherepeoplefrom

neighboringtownscomeandtakeeverythingtosell

furtherathigherprices...Wepassbymyfather's

timberplantationandit'sgoodtoseethatithas

grownsomuch,hedidsayhehasevenemployed

morepeopleandthatisgood.Thestreetsareempty

whichmakesmewonderwhereeveryoneis,it

shouldbebuzzingasit'saSaturday,peoplegoingto

themarketandothersjusthurryingtogotothelocal

tarven,yesevenvillageshavesuchplacesbutthey

mostlysellhomebrewedalcoholandbeers,it'svery

reartofindcidersbutmaybethingshavechanged,I

waslasthere5yearsagoafterall...

Thecarsfinallydriveintoourstreetandmyfather's

palacecomesintofullview,whoa!Thisplacehas

changedsomuchGod.AsthecarsgettothegateI

seesomanypeopleit'sshocking,soonastheysee



thatit'sustheystartsingingandululating,Iknewmy

fatherwasplanningsomethingIjustdidn'tthinkhe

wouldinvitethewholevillage,thepeopleareholding

differentitemsandIknowit'sgiftsforme...Igetout

ofthecarafterthedriveropensformeandtheygo

crazier,IstillseeafewfacesIknow,Iam waving

helloandshakinghandsasImakemywaytomy

parentsstandingbytheKraalwithmakhosi.My

motherhashersmileonbutbabaisgrinningsohard

Ican'thelpbutruntohim andlikeIam stillalittle

girlheopenshisarmsandenvelopesmeinthem

beforepickingmeupabit,Ijustgiggle

uncontrollably...

Baba:Ngwenya,Mntimande,Bambolunye,zingaba

mbili,zifuzekonina,ekhabonina,mabuya,

bengasabuyibayebabuyaemangwaneni,nungunde,

wakhothe,bayosalabeziloyanisa.

Hesaysourclannamesandthepeoplestart

ululating.

Baba:Welcomehomentombikayise,nkosazana



yakwaNgwenya.

Me:thankyoubaba.

Ikisshischeekandmovetomymom,whoholdson

tomesotightly.

Ma:thefruitofmywomb,theonlyonethatknows

myheartbeatfrom theinside.Welcomehomemy

princess.

Me:Ndlovukazi,ngiyabongamawami(mymother).

Babapointsmetothetraditionalhealerwhobows

downalittletome.

Me:makhosi.

Makhosi:nkosazana.Ineedtowashyourfeet.

Inodandaboyquicklycomesaroundandtriesto

takethem offbutIstophim.

Me:nopleaseIcanmanage.

Hedoesn'tgetupbutrathercontinuestountiemy

laces.

Him:nkosazanapleaseIinsist.



Ismileandlethim be.Asherise'smyeyeslandon

hisfaceandIgaspforair.Hollyshitcanamanbe

thishandsomeandscruffyatthesametime?I'm

draggedbackfrom thischocolatemanbymakhosi

pouringcoldwateronmyfeet.

________________________________________

Noedits.

I'llseeyouonWednesdayguys.Inthemeantimedo

bestbyreactingandinvitingotherstocomewalkon

thisjourneywithus.Loveyourmomma



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER03

__________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

It'sobviousthatmypastisabouttocatchuptome

andthat'sconfusingbecauseIwasassuredthatno

onewilleverknowwhatIdidtogetKayise,Iam

scaredoutofmymindandIknowforafactthatI

cannotallowthem tofindoutasthatwillbethelast

ofmeandmyreignasQueenofthislandandtrust

mewhenIsaytheeldersincouncilwillnotholdoff

onmakingsurethatmyexitisnothingshortof

humiliatinganddemeaning...

Icouldn'tproperlyenjoymydaughter'swelcoming

ceremonybecausemymindkeptdriftingbackto

whathappenedintheancestralroom whenItriedto

lightupthecandleandthefactthatBhekumbuso

wantsustogoseemakhosimadememoreanxious.



IhavetotakecareofthisbeforeIfindmyselfina

messIwillnotbeabletocleanupafterwards.I

wokeupearlyassleepwasjustamyththispast

night,Iam goingtoaplaceIthoughtI'dneversetmy

footinafter23yearsbutrightnowwhatchoicedoI

have?Thepeoplewhohelpedmedothismustalso

helpmefindasolutiontomyproblem...

MyhusbandissleepingsoundonourbedasIputon

myjersey,it's3:30am andit'sverydarkandcold

outside.Islowlyopenthedoorgentleenoughnotto

wakehim upandhavehim askamillionquestions.

ThepalaceisdeadsilentandIdon'tevenseethe

guardswhoaresupposetobeonnightduty

anywherebutforthismorningIwillbegratefulforit

becauseIdontneedanyoneseeingmesneakout

likeathiefinthenight...

Igettomysister'shutoutsideandknockonthe

door,shedoesn'tseem tohearmesoIgentlygo

knockonthewindowandthatdoesthetrick



becausethecurtainmovesandherfaceappears,

she'sfrowningobviouslyannoyedthatIwokeherup

atthisunGodlyhour.ShemovestothedoorandIdo

thesamething,assoonassheunlocksIgetinand

shutit...

Nonhle:whyareyousneakingaroundherelikea

witch.

Me:there'sfireonthemountain.

Nonhle:herewegoagain.

Me:Iam notplayinggameswithyouhereget

dressed.

Shehuffsandmyeyeslandonapersonsleepingon

herbed.

Me:who'sthat?

Iwhisper.

Nonhle:ohthat'sMenzidon'tworryhesleepsdeep.

Myeyeballsalmostfalloutofthesocket.

Me:thatmanismarriedwhatareyoudoing?You



knowweareagainstadulteryinthisland.

Noble:I'm justhavingsomefunrelaxLiyana.

Ishakemyhead.Idon'thavethetimetodealwith

mysisterspromiscuousways,Ihavealifeordeath

situationathand.

Me:wewilldealwithyourfornicationsomedayright

nowjustgetdressed.

Nonhle:haibogetdressedforwhatatthistime?

Me:ifyoustillwanttohavethislifethenIsuggest

yougetdressednow.

Isayinasterntone.

________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iam tiredsotiredthatitfeelslikethisisnotmybody

butatleasttheprincess'sceremonywentextremely

well.TheKingandQueenseemedhappyand

nkosazanaherselfwasjustecstaticandmingling

withherpeople.Shehasgrownsomuchandher



beautyishypnotizing,whoeverisgoingtomarryher

willbeoneluckymanbecausesheisdefinitelya

gem areargem atthat...

GoodthingtheKinggaveusthedayoffandwewill

onlybegoingtoworktomorrow,thishasnever

happenedbeforeandIwonderhowtheyaregoingto

survivewithonly2helpersavailableforallofthem

butit'sarelieftoknowthattheguardsareworking

becausewecouldn'triskleavingourpalaceandour

Kingwithoutprotectionbecauseyou'llneverknow

whowillwanttoattack...

EventhoughI'm notworkingatthepalacetodayit

doesn'tmeanIwon'tbeworkinghereathome.Alot

needstobedonebecausemymothercannotdo

thingsallonherownsoI'llbefocusingonmaking

surethatthehouseiscleananddoallofourlaundry

beforecookingusapropermealtoenjoy-7colors-

sinceit'saSunday...



Ihavebeenfetchingwaterforthelasthourfillingup

ourbigdrum sowedon'thavetogototheborehole

nowandagain.Ishouldreallylookintogetting

marriedsomywifecanhelpmeoutwiththese

thingsandalsohelpmetakecareofmymother

whenIam atwork.Iclosethedrum andgoputthe

wheelbarrowinthelittlestoragehutbehindthe

house.Iwalkbackinandfindmamaenjoyingacup

oftear...

Ma:theearliestbirdcatchesthefattestworm.

Ilaugh.

Me:youtaughtmewell.

Ma:howisthequeueatthetap?

Me:it'sempty,peoplearestilltiredfrom theparty

thathappenedatthepalace.

Ma:Ihearditwasnice.

Me:itwasamazing,weatewedrank,wedancedit

wasjustbeautiful.

Ma:whattimedidyougethome?



Me:verylatebecauseIhadtomakesureeverything

wasbackwhereitbelongsasthekingsaidwewill

beofftoday.Ididn'twanttoleavethem withthe

mess.

Ma:youareagoodboyBukho.Sohowisthe

princess?

Me:shehasgrownupsomuch,verybeautifuland

warm.

Ma:justliketheKing?

Me:Ibelieveso.Youshouldhaveseenthem mama.

Thatmanloveshisdaughtersomuch,havingher

backhomewillmakehim veryfulfilled.

Ma:mmhIwishIwastheretowitnessitmyselfbut

thissicknessisjustmakingmeweak.

Me:IwishIknewwhomyfatheris.

Shechokesonhertearandstartscoughing

uncontrollably.

Me:urightmama?

Ma:I'm fine.



Shesaysinadismissivetone.

Me:willyoueverbereadytotellmewhomyfatheris?

Tearswellupinhereyesandsheblinksthem down

hercheeks.

Ma:youdon'thaveafather,youdon'tsostopasking

meaboutamanthatwantednothingtodowithyou.

Me:Iunderstandthatbutjusttellmehisnameat

leastplease.

Ma:stopaskingforaheartbreak,youdon'tneed

him.

Me:IloveyoumamayouknowIdobutthisisjust

notfairit'snot.

Iwalkawayfeelingdefeated.Idon'tknowwhy

mamacan'tjusttellmewhomyfatheris,I'vetried

askingandblackmailingbutnothingworks.Mylife

isatastandstillandsometimesIfeellikeifIwere

toknowwhomyfatherandhispeoplearemypaths

willdefinitelyopenupbecausethisindefinitelynot

thelifeIwanttolive



_______________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Iopenmyeyesandthelightisshinningintheroom,

Irollovertotheothersideandyawn.Mywholebody

issorefrom allthedancingandwalkingaroundthe

palacegreetingthepeopleafterhoursofsittingin

thecarcominghere.Itwasseriouslyahecticdayfor

mebutitwasanamazingceremonyandIenjoyed

eachandeveryminuteofit...

IhadagoodnightsleepandtruthbetoldIhaven't

sleptthispeacefullyinthelongesttime.Iguessmy

spiritcantellthatIam finallyinthelandofmy

forefathers,alandIwillrulesomedayandleadto

prosperityandgreenerpasturesnotonlyformyself

ormyfamilybutforit'speopletoo...

IgetoutofbedandlikeIdoeverymorningbefore

anythingelseImakeitandtidythelittlemessin



herebeforeheadingtothebathroom tohavemy

bathandgetreadyforthenewday.Iam suremy

fatherhasplannedsomethingsforusbutI'm

secretlyhopingthathehasputthem offforthenext

dayjustsoIrelaxabitandgetbackintomybody...

Iheadtothedinningareaandthere'snooneinthere

butbreakfastissetonthetableanditsmells

absolutelydevine.Isettleonthechairandpour

myselfaglassofjuiceasIwaitformyparentsto

joinme.Igothroughmysocialmediajusttosee

what'shappeningonlineandlikealwayssomething

newistrendingandsomearegoingbananasoverit...

FinallymyfathertheKingjoinsmeintheroom,he

comestomysideandkissesmycheekandgoesto

settleonhischairandpoursacupofcoffee...

Baba:sthandwasami,howdidyousleep?

Ismile.



Me:Isleptreallywell,feelsgoodbeinghome.

Baba:Iam gladtohearthisbaby,sodoesthatmean

youwon'tbeaskingtoleavetogodosomethingin

thecity?

Me:ohnoI'm backtomakemyhomegreat.

Baba:ohthatsoundslikesomeonewithplans?

Me:asthefutureQueenIdefinitelydobaba.

Baba:that'smygirl,youwillshareallthesewithyour

fatherthisday?

Me:withpleasure.

Baba:bythewayhaveyouseenyourmotherthis

morning?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:notatall.

Baba:that'sweirdbecauseshewasn'tinbedwhenI

wokeupandherphoneisonthepedestalinour

bedroom.

Ifrown.



Me:doesshehappentodisappearfrequently?

Baba:absolutelynotwhichmakesmewonderasthe

guardsalsodidn'tseeherleavingthepalace.

Me:yohthat'sweird.

Baba:I'lljustgiveheranhourtopsthenI'm sending

theguardstogoandlookforher.

Me:goodidea.

Baba:beforeIforgetyourpersonalhelperwillarrive

tomorrow.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:IcandothingsmyselfbabaIdon'tneedthat

really.

Baba:thisisnotupfordiscussionKayise.

Okayhejustcalledmebymynameandwhenhe

doesIknowhe'sserioussoletmejustgowiththis

wholething.

Me:okaythen.

Baba:hernameisZonkeandI'm sureyouaregoing

tolikeher.



Me:Ihopeso.

Baba:nowlet'seatsoyoucantellyourfatherallthe

plansyouhaveforus.

MyexcitementcomesbackandIgrabaplatetodish

upformyfatherseeingthathiswifeisnothereto

doit.

________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

AsIwasabouttositdownwithmydaughterand

haveaconversationaboutherplansforour

communityandourpeopleoneguardwalkedinand

informedmethatmakhosiisaskingformypresence

quickly.Iwentouttoseehim andhewasn'tlooking

toogoodandthatmademeveryuneasyIwon'tlie...

Weareintheancestralroom hereatthepalaceand

heisbusychanting,callinguponhisancestorsand

minewhilecrying,hiscandleskeepgoingoffbuthe

lightsthem upandcontinuesbutitlookslikeheis



againstaforcesobiganddark.Hisbreathingis

shallowandhissweatingprofuselyatthispointIam

shockedthatIhaven'tmessedupmypantsby

witnessingwhatisclearlyaspiritualbattlerightin

myverypalace.Afterwhatseemslikeforeverhe

stopsandcollapsestothefloortryingtocatchhis

breath...

Makhosi:Nkosiyami(myking)

Itcomesoutasawhisper.

Me:what'sgoingonhere?

Makhosi:somethingbadiscomingtothepalaceand

Ican'tseem tostopit.

Me:I'm notunderstandingyou?

Makhosi:Ihavebeeninbattlewithadarkforce

sincelastnightandithasbeenhell.

Me:aretheytryingtoattackme?Myfamily?

Makhosi:theattackiscomingtoyourfamilyyesbut

theconsequenceswillhitthewholecommunityat

large.



Me:howdowestopit?

Makhosi:theancestorsaresayingyoushouldtalkto

theQueen.

Ifrown.

Me:Italktomywifeeverydaycantheybemore

specific!

Isnapandhesighsdeeply.

Makhosi:Iaskedformoreclaritybutthisisallthey

hadtosay.

Ibrushmyforeheadinfrustration.

Me:IwilltalktomywifeaboutwhatIdon'tknow.

Makhosi:Iwillcontinuetryingtogetsomeanswers

from them aswell,butinthemeantimeusethisto

bathandgivesometoyourQueenandyour

daughter.

Me:Makhosi.

Isayandinallhonestythishasleftmefeelingblur

withmorequestionsthanhehasanswersfor.Idon't

haveanyenemies,mypeoplelovemeandthe



leadersofothervillageslookuptomesowhowould

wanttoharm meandmyfamily?

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Afterforeverwegettotheplaceandnothingmuch

haschangedhere,theauraisstilldarkandcreepy

andthelittlehutisstilllocatedinthedarkestdense

forestoutsideUkuthulaKingdom ontheotherside

oftheriver.Nonhleisbendingwithherhands

balancingonherkneestryingtobreatheafterthe

longjourneywehad,it'salongonesoIdon'tblame

herbutwecouldn'tcomewiththecarandrisk

someoneseeingitcomingtowardsthisdirection

andtellingmyhusbandaboutitplusIdon'tknowthe

directionwithacarcozmamataughtmethisroute

allthoseyearsago.Acoldvoicespeaksbehindus

thatwescream alittleandmysistercomestohide

behindme...

Him:finallyyoucameLiyana.



IfrownbecauseIdon'trecognizetheperson.

Me:whoareyou?

Hesmilesandthoseyellowteethcometodisplay,I

canonlyimaginethedumpthatsmellsinthere.

Him:yoursavior.

Me:Idon'tknowyou,whereisbab'Mamba?I'm here

toseehim.

Him:myfatherdiedyearsagobuthisspiritwilllive

forever.

Igaspsforair.

Me:whatno,Ineedhishelp.

Him:andyouhavemeforthat,I'vebeenhelpingyou

foryearsinthebackground.

Nonhle:sohowcomeallofthesethingshaveare

happening?Makhosiissuspectingherand

yesterdaythecandlesrefusedtogetlit?Hechuckles

lightly.

Him:followme.

Wewalktowardsthehutandthisskinnyscaryman



wearingnothingbutredandblackclothskeepson

callinguponhisancestorsbysayinghisclannames

andsomewherebetweenthatIhearhim sayhis

nameisManzi.Weleaveourshoesoutsideandget

insettlingonthestrawmat.Thiswholeplaceis

creepy,skullsarehangingfrom theroom,ahuge

clearcontainerkeepsahugeblacksnakeandthe

smellofmutiissickening,hehasalotofthingsin

herescarythingsforthatmatter.

Him:mynameisManzitheonlysonofthegreat

Mamba.Iinheritedeverythingfrom myfathereven

hislongterm clientslikeyourself.

Me:Isee.

Him:sohowisourperson.

Iswallow.

Me:mydaughterisfine.

Him:Ijusthopeyoustillrememberthepromiseyou

madetothegreatspirit.

Mystomachknots

Me:ofcourseIdobutyourpromisestomedon't



seem tobeholding.

Heletsoutadeepsigh.

Him:yourhusband'sforefathersarehardatwork

tryingtofightusandhonestlytheyarealmostatthe

vergeofwinning.

Me:youcan'tletthathappen.

Him:myancestorsneedthestrengthtocontinue

fightingforyouLiyanabutyouhavetohelpthem as

well.

Me:Iwoulddoanythingtomakesurethatthis

secretstaysbetweenus.

Hesmiles.

Him:goodtoherethatbecausetimeisnotonour

side.Youonlyhaveaweektomakethishappen.

Nonhle:whatisrequiredofmysister?

Helaughsanevillaughthatsendschillsdownmy

spine.

Him:youaretosacrificeavirgingirltomyancestors

sotheycangainstrengthtocontinuefightingforyou



andblindtheNgwenyaancestorsandthatweakling

theycalltheirtraditionalhealerandspiritualvessel.

Me:what?Ahumansacrifice?

Ilookatmysisterandthehorroronherface

matchesmyown.Ididnotsignupforthis,Iam not

amurderer.IlookatManziwhohasasmirkonhis

face.

___________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER04

________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

I'm stilltryingtowrapmyheadaroundthiswhole

thing,it'sconfusingandscaryashell.Ithought

Manziwasjustplayingaroundwithme,youknow

tryingtoscaremebutthemanwasserioushe

meantwhathesaidandIonlyhaveaweektogeta

virgintosacrifice.Idon'tknowhowI'm goingtofind

onenoram IsureifIwanttodothis,Idon'tthinkI

willbeabletolivewithmyselfknowingexactlywhat

Idid.Mymotherneversaidanythingaboutme

sacrificingmorethanIalreadyhave...

Iam sittingbytheriverwithNonhleandweareboth

tryingtounderstandeverythingbutit'sdifficult.Once

IgodownthisrouteitwillneverstopandifIdon't

givethem exactlywhattheywantnotonlywillIlose



everythingbutmydaughter'slifewillbeatstaketoo.

TosayIam caughtbetweenarockandahardplace

wouldbeanunderstatementoftheyearbecauseI

am inthepitsofhellfire...

Nonhle:whatarewegoingtodo?

Me:Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletolivewithmyselfafter

killinganinnocentsoul.

Nonhle:areyoureadytoloseitallLiyana?

Me:obviouslynotsisi.

Nonhle:thisisallsomessedup.

Me:mamashouldhavetoldusthetruth.Thewhole

truthforthatmatter.

Nonhle:doyouthinkshesacrificedtoo?

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowbutrememberthefew

girlsthatdisappearedinourvillageandwerenever

found?

Mysistershutshereyesindefeat.

Nonhle:whatkindofevildidyourmothergetusinto?



Me:itallseemedlikealittlepricetopaybutnowit's

goingtogetdarkeranddarker.

Nonhle:there'snowaywearegoingtotellthetruth

nowbecausetheconsequencesarefargreater.

Me:theRoyalcouncilwillneverletusgoscottfree,

theywillevenbanishusfrom thekingdom andmake

surethatmydaughterneversitsonthethrone.

Nonhle:theneverythingwouldhavebeeninvain.

Me:ashardasitisIthinkwebothknowwhatwe

needtodo.

Nonhle:Wherearewegoingtofindavirginkodwa?

Me:wewillfindonedon'tworry.

Nonhle:Liyanayouaregoingtohavetobestrong.

Me:I'm fallingapartalready.

Nonhle:it'sgoingtogetmessiersowearyourbig

girlpantiesandfighttokeepyourfamilytogether.

Me:weshouldgetgoingsisi,Bhekhimustbeso

worriednow.

Nonhle:whatarewegoingtotellthem?



Me:I'llthinkofsomething.

Sheexhalesandwebothgetupfrom thebigrocks

bytheriverbankandheadtothepalacewithmy

heartfeelingheavierfrom thedecisionIjusttook.

________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ihavebeenkeepingbusythewholeentiredayjustto

keepmymindofftheearlierencounterIhadwithmy

mother.Thetopicalwaysleavesuscoldtowards

eachotherandonanormaldayI'dbethefirstto

reachoutandapologisetoherbutnotthistime

around.Iam a26yearoldguywhowantstogethis

lifeinorderandIwanttoknowmypeopleandeven

ifmyfatherdoesn'twantmeIwillacceptitbecause

Igrewupwithouthim.AllIwantistobeabletopoint

him outinthestreetsandtojustknowwhosehalfI

wasmadefrom...

Idon'tknowexactlywhathappenedbetweenherand



thismanandmaybeifIdidIwouldunderstandwhy

sheisn'tsokeenonmeknowingwhothismanisbut

shecan'tevengivemethatatleastwhichmakesme

sofrustrated.IlovemymothersomuchandIwould

gototheendofearthjusttomakeherhappybut

somedaysitseemslikeshewouldn'tdothesame

forme,Idon'tthinkI'm askingfortoomuchhereI'm

justaskingtoknowwhomyfatheris...

Ma:Bukho.

ShesayssoftlybehindmeandIstopremovingthe

weedsfrom ourvegetablegardenbutnotturnto

faceher.

Ma:Ibroughtyouaglassofwater.

Me:Iam okaythanks.

Ma:youhavebeenworkingunderthishotsunthe

entiremorningandit'salmostlateafternoonnoon.

Me:someonehastodoit.

Sheletsoutadeepsigh.

Ma:sonpleaselet'stalkplease.



Me:areyoureadytotellmewhomyfatheris?

Iaskturningtofaceherbutshecloseshereyesin

defeat.

Ma:justletthatgo.

Me:thenwehavenothingtotalkabout.

Ma:wecan'tcontinuelikethisdon'tletastranger

comeinbetweenus.

Me:I'm notdoingthatmamait'sonyou.

Ma:Iam justtryingtoprotectyouhere.

Me:from whatexactly?

Ma:heneverwantedyoubecausehehashisown

family.

Me:IneversaidI'llgolookingforhim Ijustasked

whoheis.

Ma:Iswearit'sbetterthatyoudon'tknow.

Shedecidestosticktokeepingthetruthtoherself.I

takemyvestandwipemysweat.

Me:goinsidemamaIhavealotofworktofinishup.



Ma:justknowthatIloveyouBukhosi.

Iturnandtakethespadeandcontinuedoingmyjob.

__________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ihavebeensittinginthisancestralroom since

makhosileft,callinguponmyforefathersasking

them togivemeanswerstothequestionsIam

havingandtoalsoaskfortheirprotection.Ihave

beggedthattheyprotectmydaughterandher

motherandputmeinthefiringlineofwhatever

attackthatismakingitswaytomypalace.WhenI

thinkofanythinghappeningtoKayisemyhearthas

palpitationsandmybloodpressureskyrockets,I

wouldneverforgivemyselfforfailingtoprotectthe

onlychildtheGodshaveblessedmewithhenceI

needtostandwithmyowntwofeetandfightthe

unknownenemymakingwaytous...

ThecandlesfinallyburnoutandIgetoffthefloor



andmakemywayout.Iwalktowardsthemain

houseandtheyardisemptyonlyafewguardsare

onsiteIrememberthatIgavethestaffadayoff

becausetheyworkedhardyesterdayandtheyare

onlyhumantooandtheyneedtorest.Iwalkinthe

houseandthetwomaidsondutyarebusypreparing

ourmeals,Iwalkpastthem andheadstraighttoour

bedroom andsoonasIwalkinLiyanaisinthereand

itlookslikeshejustfinishedtakingherbath.She

turnstofacemeandblinksacoupleoftimes...

Her:Bheki.

Me:Liyana.

Ikeepastraightface.

Her:Iam sorryfordisappearingthewholemorning.

Me:andafternoon.

Sheexhales.

Her:Iam sorrymyhusband.

Me:wherehaveyoubeen?



Her:Ihadthescariestdream aboutourkingdom

beingonfireanditfeltsoreal.IwokeupandIwas

feelinguneasyandsomethinginmejustsaidI

shouldgototheforesttogoandpraytoour

ancestors.

Iraiseaneyebrow.Mywifehadascarydream and

makhosicomeshereafterbattlingwithdarkforces.

Weareseriouslyunderattackhere.

Me:youcouldhavewokenmeupandtoldmethis.

Her:sometimesasawomanBhekiyouhaveto

standonyourownfeetandprotectyourfamily.

Me:makhosiwashere.

Shenarrowshereyes.

Her:haowhatdidhewant?

Me:hesaysanattackiscomingtoourfamilybutit

willalsoaffecttheentirekingdom.

Shegaspsforair.

Her:ohmyGod.Didhesayanythingelse?

Me:nothearen'tanyanswersfrom theancestors



buttheyonlysaidIshouldbetalkingtoyou.

Her:Idon'tunderstand,talktomeabout?

Me:I'm alsowondering.

Her:youknowwhatmylove,wecanonlycontinueto

askforprotection.Ourancestorsarestrongand

theywillgetusthroughthiswholeordeal.

Isigh.

Me:Ibelievesotoo.

Her:where'sKayise?

Me:I'llgofindherandyou'llmeetusinthelounge.

ShegivesmeasmileandIwalkoutfeelingmore

troubledfrom thedream Liyanasaidshehadthis

pastnight.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Myparentsbothseem sotroubledbuttheyare

tryingsohardtosmileandpretendthattheyare



doingokaybutIcanseerightthroughthem and

somethingisdefinitelygoingon.Couldtheybe

havingmaritalproblemsortheyarejustworrying

aboutsomethingelse?Iknowthey'vealwayssaidI

shouldn'tworrymyselfabouttheaffairsoftheir

marriagebutsomethingisseriouslywrongandI

needtofindoutwhatitisandmaybehelpthem get

overit...

Iwalktowardsthethroneroom from mybedroom

andtheresitsmyfatheronthehighestpowerful

chairinthiskingdom.Hisbodyisherebuthismind

isdefinitelyontheotherside.Isitontheclosest

chairbuthedoesn'tsnapoutofithe'sdefinitely

thinkinghardaboutsomethingandthatsomething

isdefinitelyserious...

Me:Baba.

Isayandhelooksatmeandsmiles.

Baba:sthandwasami.



Me:what'swrongmngani(friend)?

Baba:nothingbabyIam okay.

Me:Iwouldarguethat.Youhaven'tbeenthe

hoveringfatherIknowsinceIgothome.Youarenot

fussingorforcingmetodothingswithyou.Talkto

me.

Baba:it'snothingtoworryyourselfaboutbaby.We

shouldbetalkingabouttheplansyouhaveforthe

kingdom.

Ismile.

Me:yesdefinitely,Ihavebeenthinkingaboutthe

expansionofourtimberbusiness.

Baba:okay?

Me:weonlyjustdistributethetimberasitisbut

whatifwebuildourownfactorywherewealready

makeourownfurniture.

Henarrowshiseyesandsitsstraighttogivemehim

fullattention.

Baba:elaborateplease.



Me:wealreadyhaveland,wejustneedapartner

whohasexperienceinfurnituremaking.Webringa

factoryhereandhiremoreofourpeople.Weprovide

thetimber,thelabourandmachineryandthepartner

bringstheirskillstoteachourpeople.Ialreadyhave

afewbignamesfrom thecity.

Baba:wewillstillownthemajorityofthisfurniture

makingfactory?

Me:yesweoffera20%staketothepartner.

Baba:IthinkIlikethatKayise.Researchmoremake

meetingsandlet'stryandgetitofftheground.

Me:thankyouMtimande.

Avoiceclearsbythedoorandwebothlooktosee

whoitisandboyit'sthatchocolatemanfrom

Saturday,Inevergotachancetohaveachatwith

him andaskwhathisnameis.

Baba:Bukhosicomeinson.

HewalksinandLordisn'tthattherunwaywalkand

body?

Bukhosi:youwilllivelongmyKing.



Hesaysandbowsdownabitandthenlooksatme

andIswearIlosemyselfinthoseeyesforasecond.

Thismanisbeautiful.

Bukhosi:nkosazana.

Ismile.OkayIcangetusedtohearinghisvoice

always.

Me:hello.

Bukhosi:pleaseforgivemeforbudginginlikethis

butbabatheprincess'spersonalhelperishere.

Baba:rightontime.Bringherin.

Henodsandletmeadmit,thisisthefirstmanIhave

everseenrockingachiskop(baldhead)likethisand

killingit.Iwasalwaystakenbythosehaircutsback

inthecitybutthisrighthereshuuu.Ilookbackatmy

fatherandheislookingatmewitharaisedeyebrow

andIgetridofthesmirkonmyfacequickly.

__________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER05

_________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ihavebeenbusypreparingafullydetailedbusiness

planandproposalformyfatherandthepotential

partnerwearegoingtobringinforthefactorywe

arelookingtoopenuphereinthisveryvillage.Iam

soexcitedaboutthisproject,notonlydoesitexpand

myfathersportfoliobutitwillbringmorejobsfor

ourpeopleespeciallytheyouth.ThisiswhatIwant,

tomakeUkuthulaKingdom developbitbybituntil

wedonotrecognizeourselvesasjustanother

villagefarfrom thecitybutavillagethatattracts

everyonefrom allovertheworld...

"Romewasnotbuiltinoneday"isasayingIwilllive

byuntilIgettoagoalIcanonlyseeinmymindfor

now,agoalIwanttoplantinthemindsofthe



communitytoosothattheywantitandbelieveinit

asmuchasIdo.AsthefutureQueenofthisgreat

kingdom Iwantmypeopletotrustinmeandknow

evenintheirsleepthatIwantnothingbutwhatis

bestforthem andthenextgenerationsafterus...

Aknockcomesthroughmybedroom doorandIsigh,

Ididn'twanttobedisturbedbecauseIam inwork

beastmodeandwhenIam likethisIcangetthings

donequicklybutIguessthatwillhavetochange

becauseasaprincessIalsohavedutiesbeyondthis

andwhenI'm neededIhavetoavailmyself.Ishout

comeinandmyauntNonhlewalksin...

Nonhle:Kayise,alwaysworking.

Shehuffs.

Me:Ihavetoncane.

Nonhle:youjustgotbackbabyyouneedtorelax

beforeyouthrowyourselfintosomuchwork.

Me:timewaitsfornoman.Mypeoplehavetoeat.



Nonhle:spokenlikeatrueQueen.

Ismile.

Me:sohow'smyfavoriteauntinthewholeworld?

Nonhle:Iam okay,Ihaveabsolutelynothingto

complainabout.

Me:stillnouncleforme?

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:afterthefartIoncemarriedIdon'tthinkI

wantanythingmoretodowithaman.

Me:girlshaveneedsyouknow.

Nonhle:Kayise!

Shereprimandsandhitsmeonmyshoulderlightly

thatIcan'thelpbutchuckle.AuntNonhleiseasy

going,anytopicisupfordiscussionwithherhence

thisisnotawkwardatall.

Nonhle:whathaveyoubeengettinguptointhatcity?

Irollmyeyeswithasmirkonmyface.

Me:aladydoesn'tkissandtell.



Aunty:thischildwillnotkillmeIswear.

AnotherknockcomesthroughandIsigh.Myaunt

goestoopenasIclosemyfilesandlaptopbecause

it'sclearIwillnotbegettinganymoreworkdone

today.It'smysweetpersonalhelper,she'sholdinga

trayoffood.

Zonke:Iam sorrytodisturbmyprincess.

Me:it'sokaybabe.

Zonke:Ibroughtyousomethingtoeatyouhave

beenclosedupinhereforhoursnow.Youneedto

eatsoyougetsomestrengthtocontinueworking.

Me:that'sverythoughtfulofyou.Thanks.

Zonke:doyouneedanythingelsefrom me?

Me:uhm nobutI'llshoutifIdo.

Shenodsandwalksout.Thisgirlissosweet,so

innocentandhumble.Idon'tthinkI'veevercame

acrosssuchasoul.Sheisstillveryyoungtobe

doingthisjobhenceinmymindI'm alreadythinking

ofsomethingtohelpherbutfirstI'm goingtohave

tospeaktoherandfigureoutwhatshewantsinher



lifeforherfuture.Imovemyeyestomyauntwhois

lookingatthedoor,waitsheisstaringatthedoor

sinceZonkegotout.

Me:Ncane!

Shesnapsoutofit.

Nonhle:mmmhhh?

Me:areyouokay?

Nonhle:ohyesIam good.Thatsmellsgood.

Me:wecaneattogetherthen.

Iofferandshegivesmeafaintsmilemovingher

eyestotheshutdooronceagain.

_________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

AftersuchalongtimeIfelttheneedtocomeand

visitmymother.Ihavebeensittingonthecold

tombstoneforwhatseemslikeeternitystaringat

thesilentgravewithsomanyquestionsrunningin

myheadwishingthatshecouldjustwakeupevenif



it'sjustforfiveminutessoshecanexplaintomethe

kindofhellIhaveunleashedonmyselforratherthe

hellsheputmeinthemiddleofallthoseyearsago...

MysevendaysdeadlineisapproachingandIstill

havenoideawhereIam goingtogetavirgingirl.

Yestheymightbeinabundancehereinour

communitybutIjustcan'twalkaroundaskingthem

toputtheirhandsupbecauseonceoneofthem

disappearsalleyeswillbeonmeandIseriously

don'tneedmoredramainmylifeasI'm already

dealingwithalotasitstands...

Ididn'tsignupforallofthisIdidn't.Ionlywanteda

childofmyown,achildthatwillvalidatemeasthe

QueenofthisKingdom andtheonlywoman

Bhekumbuso'sheartwilleverbelongtobutnowIam

inthemiddleofaturmoil,expectedtosacrifice

someoneelse'schildwhenI'm tryingtosavemine.

ThisisnotthekindofpersonIam butlookathow

I'velostmyselftryingtokeepmyfamilytogether...



IfinallydecidethatIhavesatherelongenoughandI

stilldon'thaveanswersbutIfeelsomuchanger

towardsmydeadmotherbecauseifshedidn'ttake

metoBab'MambaallthoseyearsagoIwouldn'tbe

atthiscrossroad.Ishouldhaveneverwentand

changedfateIshouldhavejustacceptedwhatwas

andmaybejustmaybetheGodswouldhavepitied

meandblessedmeintheirowntime.Igettothecar

whereoneguardandmypersonalmaidwaitandwe

makeourwaytothepalaceandevenbeforethe

guardkillstheenginesomeoneopensmydoor

startlingme...

Me:haiboNonhle!

Isayannoyed.

Nonhle:comewithmenow.

Irollmyeyesandfollowbehindher,sheleadsusto

herhut.

Me:what?Iam tired,Ijustwanttobathandsleep.

Nonhle:wehavetoomanyproblemsforyoutowant



togoandsleep.

Me:Don'tyouthinkIknowthat?

Nonhle:actlikeyoudoLiyana.Ourdeadlineisfast

approaching.

IsighbecausesheistellingmeexactlywhatIknow.

Me:Iam fullyawareandIdon'tsleepatnight

becauseofit.

Nonhle:IthinkIfoundusavirgin.

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:who?

Nonhle:Kayise'spersonalmaid.

Me:thenewgirl?Areyousureifsheisavirgin?

Nonhle:shelookslikeitbutwearegoingtohaveto

findoutforsure.

Iletoutadeepsighofrelief.

Me:IjustpraysheisbecauseinallhonestyIdidn't

knowwhereweweregoingtofindavirginsisi.

Nonhle:wellthenitseemslikethere'salightatthe



endofthetunnel.

Me:I'm crossingfingers.

Nonhle:bythewaywhereareyoucomingfrom?

Me:youdon'twanttoknowtrustme.

Isaygettingoutofherhut.

_________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Idon'tknowwhymyancestorshaveturnedtheir

backsonme,theyarenotsayinganything,theyare

notrevelinganythingtomakhosiconcerningthis

attackthatisdirectednotonlytomeandmyfamily

butthekingdom too.Howwilltheyjustturnablind

eyewhenIneedthem themost?OrhaveIdone

anythingtooffendthem hencetheyarechoosingnot

tofightthisbattleforme?

Ihavebeenaloyalservanttothem andthepeopleof

thiscommunity.Iplaymypartandsacrificebyeven



doingmorethanwhatisexpectedofameremortal

suchasmyselfbecauseIwasborntoleadbuthow

doIdoitwithouttheirhelpit'snotfairthattheyhave

justdecidedtoplaceeverythingonmyshoulders

whenthiscrossisnotentirelyminetocarry...

Ihavewalkedaroundtheentirepalacetryingto

connectthedots,tryingtomakesenseofthiswhole

thingbutstillIam leftblankifnotmoreconfused.I

walktowardsthegatebutstoponmytrackswhenI

seeMakhosikneelingdownthereannouncinghis

presencetotheGods.Onceheisdonetheguards

openupforhim andhecomesstraighttome

lookingbesideshimself,it'sclearthathehasbeen

tryinghislevelbesttofindanswers...

Makhosi:Mtimande.

HesaysbowingtomeandIsigh.

Me:welcome.

Makhosi:canwetalkinamoreprivatespace.



Inodandleadhim totheancestralroom.Weboth

sitdownonthestrawmatandhesighsheavily.

Me:whatisgoingon?Didtheygiveyousomething?

Makhosi:Itriedandtried,Ihaven'tevenslept

becauseIneededtofindyouaswersbuttheyare

silent.

Me:didIoffendthem?

Makhosi:thebonesdon'tshowanythingrelatingto

thatmyking.

Me:thisisallsoconfusing.

Makhosi:butwhenIwasrestingthisafternoonmy

greatgrandfatherwhopassedmethisgiftcameto

meinadream.

Ifeelaglimpseofhope.

Me:yes?

Makhosi:hesaidthatwhateveriscomingand

whoeverisbringingitisinourmidstandnomatter

whatwetrytodoatthispointitwillnotstopthem

asitwaspassedinthekingdom ofdarknessyears

ago.Hesaidpromisesneedtobefulfillednomatter



howdarktheyarebutouronlyhopeisthatwhothis

promisewasmadewithwillfightitasherhearthas

alreadyfoundit'shome.

Ifrown.

Me:thatisjustanencryptedmessagevoiceofthe

Gods.

Makhosi:IknowandIpromisethatIwillnotresttillI

findanswersIcanunderstandbutfornowitseems

likewehavetoallowwhateveritistohappen.

Iletoutadeepsigh.Thingsseem tobegoingfrom

badtoworseatthispoint.

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

ThingsbetweenmymotherandIarestillrocky,she

isn'twillingtotellmewhomyfatherisandwhat

transpiredbetweenthem anduntilshedoesthings

willremainthiswaybetweenusbecauseIhavehad

enoughofthisnowIhavetherighttoknowwhoIam

andwhereIcomefrom evenifthemanwho



fatheredmewantsabsolutelynothingtodowithme.

Ihatethetensionbetweenusbuthopefullyshewill

notbeabletostandtheheatandshewillgiveinand

tellmeeverything...

Iam justgratefulthatIspendmoretimehereinthe

palacethanIdoathomebecauseItwouldalwaysbe

socoldandawkwardandIknowmyself,I'dstart

feelingguiltyandendupgivinginandstart

apologizingtoherforaskingtoknowwhomyfather

issoit'sbetterthiswayleavingearlyinthemorning

andcomingbacklateatnight...

It'smylunchhourandlikeIdoeverydayIam atthe

backofthemainhousewherenoonereallygoes,I

havemyhomemadegym equipmentandIworkout

outthere.IusedtoplaysoccerbackwhenIwasstill

inschoolandwealwaysworkedoutsothatgrew

intosomethingIlikesoIstilldoiteventothisday.It

doesn'tonlykeepmybodyinshapebutitreally

keepsmymentalstateonabalanceaswellcozIget



toblowsomesteam throughworkingout.Princess

KayiseappearsasIam busydoingseatups...

Kayise:ohwowyouhaveeverythinginhere.

ShesayslookingatmyequipmentandIquickly

standup.

Me:Nkosazana,didyouneedmeforanything?

Kayise:ohno,Iwasinmybedroom andIsawyou

throughthewindowworkingout.

Ohsnapthisisherbedroom side.

Me:I'm sorryifIdisturbedyou.

Kayise:don'tbesillyyouhardlyevenmadeanoise.

Me:I'm happytohearthis.

Kayise:soyoumadethisallbyyourself?

Me:yesIneededequipmentandtherealstaffcosts

afortune,Icouldn'tafford.

Kayise:nowIlikeamanwithaplan.

Ismilelookingdown.



Me:amanhastocomeupwithaplanalwaysorhe

willneversurvivethisdogeatdogworld.

Kayise:that'sverytrue.Iam moreofarunnerthana

gym girl.

Me:ohreally?Iwouldn'thaveguessed.

Kayise:youandhalfofthepopulation,maybeI

shouldstartjoiningyouwhenyouworkout.

Iswallow.

Me:withthesekindofequipmentnoNkosazana

yoursoftprettyhandswillbedamaged.

Kayise:IgrewupinthisvillageBukhosicomeon.

Ismilewideratthefactthatsheknowsmyname

andsheisnotanythingshortofbeingashumble

andeasygoingasherfather.

Kayise:sowhatdoyousay?Am Iwelcomedto

Bukhosi'sfitnessclub?

Ichucklelightly.

Me:ifyouaresurethatyou'llbeabletokeepupwith

everything.



Kayise:Ilikeachallenge.

Me:wellthenyoucancomeandjoin.

Kayise:thanks,letmeleaveyoutocontinuethen.I'll

starttomorrow.

Me:okaymyprincess.

Shenodsandsmilesatmebeforewalkingawaybut

quicklystopsbeforereachingthecorner.

Kayise:IwillhaveZonkebringyouwater.

Me:thankyouNkosazanabutthatwon'tbe

necessary.

Kayise:Iinsist.

Shesayswithastraightfaceanddisappearsleaving

mewithasmirkshakingmyhead.

___________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER06

___________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Iam walkingtowardsthealterinadressmadefrom

furthers,allsortsoffurthersfrom differentbirds.

Theguestsonbothsidesoftheaislearecreepy

looking,theirpresenceisweighingheavyonme,a

partofmejustwantstoturnandmakearunforit

butit'sprovingquitedifficult,somethingis

propellingmetocontinuewalkingtowardstheman

waitingforme.Tearsarejuststreamingdownmy

faceasIam abouttotiemyselftothisdemon

lookingman.Ifinallyreachthealterandhesmiles,

hissharpteethappearandIgaspsforairandlookat

thepastorwhoisnotapastorbutasangoma...

Whatkindofweddingisthis?Louddrumsstartto

beatveryloudandfastandmyhearttakesthe



rhythm ofitaswellasitfeelslikeit'sabouttobeat

outofmychest,theweddingguestsallkneeldown

andstartclappingtheirhandsandInoticemy

mothertyingmyfathertothetreeandsettinghim on

firebutnotonlydoesmyfatherburnbutthewhole

Ukuthulakingdom goesupinflameswithhim.I

scream inagonyandattempttoruntowardshim but

thisfreakholdsmyarm restrainingmefrom doing

anything.Itrytofighthim offbutheistoostrongfor

me,outofnowhereahugefloodcomesour

directionandthegueststurnintomermaidsandit's

notthebeautifulcreaturestheTValwaysportrayed,

thesethingsaremonsters,watermonsters.This

manfoldsmeinhisarmsandIscream tryingto

breakfreesoIcanfleefrom theaggressivewaters

thatarefastapproaching.Ifeelmybodyonfireand

whenInoticemyfeetIam fastgrowingamermaid

tail,Iscream atthetopofmylungsastheychunt

somethinginalanguageIdon'trecognize.Igetupin

aspeedoflightpantingandsweatingprofusely.Oh

Goditwasjustadream,Irubmyeyesandfinally

lookup,Zonkedisstandingatthecornerlooking

scared...



Zonke:myprincessareyouokay?

Isigh.

Me:uhm yeahIjusthadaterribledream.

Zonke:Icouldtell,youwereevenfightinginyour

sleep.

Ishakemyheadstillhauntedbythedream.

Me:what'sthetime?

Zonke:it'safter8am,Icametocheckuponyou.

Me:Ineversleeptillthislate,andhowcouldIeven

haveanightmareinthemorning?

Zonke:strangerthingshavehappened.

Me:yeahIguesssohey.

Shelooksatmydesk,it'smessywithdocumentsall

over.

Zonke:wenttobedlate?

Me:yepIhavetofinishtheproposaland

presentationformyfather.

Zonke:ohokay,itmustbeforseriousthings.



Me:itisforthebettermentofthecommunity.

Shesmiles.

Zonke:thepeoplewillbehappytohearthis.

Me:Ishouldtakeaquickshowerandjoinmy

parentsforbreakfast.

Zonke:doyouneedanything?

Me:nothanksdoll.

Iquicklygetoutofbedandmakemywaytothe

bathroom.ItakemybathandinafewminutesIam

outandbackinmybedroom,Zonkehascleanedthis

placeup,changedthebeddingandall,wheredidshe

takethetimetodoallofthis,yazisheisa

superwomanthisgirl.Ijustgetintoadressandfind

comfortableflats.Iam tryingsohardnottothink

aboutthisdream butitwasverydisturbing,

especiallythepartwheremamaburnsmyfather

alive.Idon'tthinkIhaveeverfeltsobrokenina

dream,thehurtIfeltwasreal.Myfatherismy

everythingIdon'tknowwhatlifewouldbecomeifhe



wastoleavethisworld.Igettothedinningtableand

myparentsarealreadysettledwithcupsofcoffeein

frontofthem,Ican'thelpbutattackmyfatherwitha

hugfrom behind...

Me:Iloveyousomuchbaba.

Hechuckleslightly.

Baba:aowsthandwasami.Iloveyoumorethanlife

itself.

Me:mayyoulivelong.

Baba:Amen.

HesaysandItakeasitnexttohim andheclasps

myhand.

Me:goodmorningmyqueen.

Isaysmilingatherandshefrowns.

Mama:nohugandsweetwordsforyourmother

Kayise?

Iclosemyeyes.



Me:envydoesn'tlookgoodonyoumylove.

Sherollshereyes.

Mama:canyoujusttrytosubtleyourfavoritism.

Myfatherroarswithlaughter.

Baba:ohLiyana.

Mymom smileswhileshakingherheadlightly.

___________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iam lateforworkandIhatethatverymuch,theking

isveryunderstandingbutIdon'twanttoseem likeI

am takingadvantageofthatandalsoIam thechief

ofstaffandallthepalacemaidsandguardsreport

tome,Ishouldbesettingagoodexamplefor

everyoneandabidingbytherulessotheycandothe

samebuttodayIhadtogetafewthingsdonebefore

Ileftmymom.Shedidn'tinform meyesterdaywhen

IarrivedthatweareoutofwatersoIhadtohurryto

theboreholetogetherafewbucketsbeforeIleft,

yesthingsarestillrockybetweenusbutIwould



neverleaveheralonestrandedespeciallybecause

sheissosick...

Iwalkinthepalaceyardanddecidetousetheback

entrancesothatmostdon'tnoticethatI'm latebut

ratherassumethatIwasbusyinthebackyardlikeI

normallyam inthemornings.Iapproach

sis'Nonhle'shutandIappearandsheiswith

bab'Menziinacompromisingposition,hewasabout

sneakingoutofherhutanddecidedtojustgiveher

apeckonthelipswhilesheiswrappedinnothing

butatowel.Thismanismarriedwithafamilywhat

nonsenseisthis?Iclearmythroatandtheyboth

jumpandlookatme...

Nonhle:Bukhosi.

Shesayssweepingthefloorwithhereyelashes

Me:goodmorning.

Nonhle:it'sagreatdayevenMenzicametogiveme

amessagethisearlymorning.



Iclearmythroatlisteningtohermakeabsolutelyno

sensewithherwords

Me:Isee.Haveagreatday.

Iwalkpassedthem andheadtothemainhouse

tryingtomakesenseofwhatIjustsaw.Thisis

adulteryandinthiskingdom itiscondemned.Idon't

knowifIshoulddisclosethistoKingBhekumbuso

orIshouldjustshutmymouthandallowtheGodsto

exposethem induetime.Ifeelsomeonegrabmy

arm andturnmeroughly.

Me:whatthe?

IalmostcussbutsmirkwhenIseewhoitis.

Menzi:yousawnothing.

Hesayswithaserioussternvoice.

Me:ifyousayso.

Menzi:ifIhearthisanywhereelseIwillknowthat

youopenedyourbigmouth.

Me:Iknowbetterthantospeakofsomethingthat

doesnotconcernme.



Menzi:youarenotdumbafterall.

Me:Iwasneverdumb.

Menzi:trustmeyouare,justlikeyourmother.

Iclenchmyjaws.

Me:don'tyoudarementionmymotherinthis,you

knownothingabouthersokeepheroutofyour

stinkingmouth.

Menzi:Idon'tminddoingthat.Sheisnoteven

worthytobediscussedbyme.

Me:ifthatisallandwedon'thaveanythingmoreto

discussbesidesyouradulteryI'dliketogotowork.

Menzi:don'ttrytoactsmartwithme.

Me:enjoytherestofyourdayandsendmyregards

toMrs.Shezi.

HeisabouttosaysomethingbutIwalkawaynot

affordinghim thechancetogoonanyfurther.

_________________________________________



•QUEENLIYANA

Ijustgotbackfrom thelocalclinic,itisoneofthe

projectsthatIheadedsoIfrequentlygothereto

ensurethatthepatientsarewellattendedtoand

thatthestaffisnotmistreatinganyoneofmisusing

theresourcesofthisplace.Wewentinpartnership

withthegovernmentinthebuildingofthisclinic,the

Royalhouseputinthefundstobuildandfurnishthe

clinicandthegovernmentpaysthesalariesand

providesthemedication.Therelationshiphasbeen

fruitfulandourpeopleareabletoaccesshealthcare,

itmightnotbestateoftheartbutatleastweare

abletoprovideassistanceinourvillagewithout

havingtotraveltothecityforthat...

Iam sittingunderthebigtreeintheyardasit's

shadeiseverythinginthisheat.Iam enjoyingmy

colddrinkwhilewaitingonKayiseandBhekitofinish

discussingtheirnewproject,Iwouldhavesat

throughthemeetingbutI'm notinthemoodto



discussbusinessandeverythingelseafterthedayI

had.IseeKayise'spersonalmaidcomingoutofthe

kitchenandwalkingtowardsthemaidschambers,

wheretheyrestduringtheirlunchtime.Shelooks

mydirectionsandIsignalhertocometomeusing

myhand.Shedoesn'twastetimebuthurriestome...

Zonke:myQueen

Shebowsalittle.

Me:howareyou?

Zonke:Iam verywellthanks,howareyou?

Me:I'm okaymydear.Ihaven'thadthechanceto

welcomeyoueversinceyouarrived.

Shesmiles.

Zonke:youareabusywomanmyQueenI

understandyouwon'thavethetimetowelcomea

meremaidlikemyself.

Me:don'trefertoyourselflikethatsisi.Youare

helpingmydaughterandtomethatmakesyouvery

important.



Zonke:Iappreciatethat.

Me:youandKayisebetternotgetuptonogood

seeingthatyouarealmostatthesameage.

Shechuckles.

Zonke:theprincessisveryfocusedandIlookupto

her.

Me:Ihopeyouarestillsealedandareplayingfar

from boyscoztheywilldistractyou.

Shelooksdownuncomfortablewiththetopic.

Zonke:mymothermakessuretotakemevirginity

testingfrequentlysoIwouldn'tdaregoanywhere

nearboysasshewillmurderme.

Ilaugh.

Me:Ishouldsendyourmothergiftsthen.

Webothlaugh.

Zonke:ohmyQueen.

Me:letmenotholdyoufrom youlunchbreak.You

maygo.



Zonke:thankyouma.

ShewalksawayandIsighheavilyinrelief.Ohthank

Godsheisavirgin.Mysearchisfinishedandwecan

getonwiththesacrificeandblindtheNgwenya

ancestorsbeforetheyexposemeandIlose

everythingIhaveworkedsohardfor.InthreedaysI

willbeabletobreathknowingthatthethronewill

stillbeguaranteedandIgettokeepmylifeandmy

family.

_________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

MydaughterandIareinthestudygoingthroughthe

documentsshehascompiledsolong,theproject

shewantstogetoffthegroundseemstobelikea

goldmine,notonlywillitbenefittheroyalpockets

butitwillenrichmypeopleaswellnotonlywithjobs

butwithskillsaswell.Ukuthulakingdom willbe

knownalloverthecountryandwhoknowsmore

investorswillcomearoundandwanttostart

differentbusinessesthatwilldevelopthelandofmy



forefatherswhilekeepingtheirrichhistoryand

tradition...

Kayiselooksandsoundsbesidesherself,yeswhat

sheissayingwithregardstotheprojectmakes

senseandalotofitbuthertoneandauramakesme

believethatsomethingisweighingheavyonherplus

Ican'tshakeofftheattackthatisboundtohappen

asmakhosisaid,apartofmehavesomehow

connectedthatandmydaughter'ssuddenmood.

HellwouldfreezebeforeIletanythinghappentomy

daughter,theonlypersonthatmakesthislifeworth

living.Iam abouttoaskwhatisworryingherwhena

knockdisturbsus...

Me:comein.

IsayandthedooropensandBukhosigetsinholding

atraywithdrinksandfingerfoods.

Me:uhhhson.

Bukhosi:Iam verysorrytodisturbbutyoubothhave



beenlockedupinhereforhoursIthoughtyoucould

usesomerefreshments.

Kayise:ohthat'sverythoughtfulofyouthanks.

Me:youareheavensenttomeson.

Bukhosi:thankyoubaba,youwillshoutifyouneed

anything.

Me:okaythen.

Hewalkstothedoor,mydaughtersayssomething

tostophim anditleavesmewitharaisedeyebrow.

Kayise:wearestillonrightBukho?

Bukhosi:ohyesnkosazana,justfindmewhenyou

aredone.

Shenodsandheheadsoutclosingthedoorbehind

him.

Me:andthen?

Shechucklesafterseeingmyfacialexpression

Kayise:heisgoingtobemygym partnerbaba.

Me:KayiseNgwenya?



Icallhername.

Kayise:BhekumbusoNgwenya.

Ismirk.

Me:haveyoutakenalikinginBukhosi?

Sherollshereyes.

Kayise:haibohowdidyougettothatconclusion?

Me:Ihavenoticedthingsmybaby.

Kayise:ohwowbaba,youareworkingovertime

noticingthingsthatdon'texist.

Me:heisagoodboyyouknow.

Kayise:ifyousayso.

ShesayslookingatthedocumentsandIknowthat's

herwayofterminatingtheconversation.

IwouldrejoiceifKayisewastogetmarriedto

Bukhosi,heisagoodboy,humble,noble,downto

earthandveryhardworking.Icanseehim asthe

Kingofthiskingdom helpingmydaughterleadthe

landofherforefatherswhenIam nomore.



______________________________________

AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER07

___________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iam makingmywayhomefrom thepalace,Iam a

littlelatetodaybecausetheprincessandherfather

finishedtheiraffairslaterthanexpectedandIhadto

waitsowecanhaveourworkoutsessionforthe

day.ItwentreallywellIwilladmitasinthebackof

mymindIthoughtshewasgoingtocomplainand

wantmetotakeitabitslowerandeasywithherbut

sheaskedthatIworkherlikeIdomyselfandwe

wentinhard.Herbodyisgoingtofeelitbutshewill

beingreatshapeasarewardforherhardwork.

PrincessKayiseisgoingtobeagreatworkout

partnerIcanguaranteemyselfthat,sheisnothing

mostpeoplewouldexpectfrom apersonofher

caliberandwhenIsaymostpeopleImeanmyself

aswell.Sheisn'tpompousbutdowntoearthand



warm welcomingtoeveryoneirrespectiveoftheir

levelinsocietyandbecauseofthisIknowthat

UkuthulahasagreatleaderafterKingBhekumbuso...

IapproachtheopenveldthatIneedtocrossto

reachmyhouseandtherecomesbab'Menziwithhis

eldestsonandhiswife.Theyhaveplasticbagsand

it'scleartheyarecomingfrom thesupermarketby

thebusinesscenter.Thismancan'teveninvestina

smallercarashegetspaidbytheroyalcouncilfor

beinganadvisortotheKing.Hehastomakehis

familywalkthisdistanceandevencomebacklater

whenit'salmostdark.Theynoticemeandthesweet

Mrs.Sheziseesmeandstopsinhertracksmaking

herhusbandandsondothesame...

MrsShezi:Bhuko.

Shesayswithasmileonherface.

Me:hellomama,howareyou?

MrsShezi:Iam verywellthankyouboyboy.You



onlycomingbackfrom workthislate?

Me:IhadtofinishupsomeofmydutiesbeforeI

retiredforthedayandtheyweretimeconsuming.

MrsShezi:youhavealwaysbeensuchahard

workingboy.Phindileisblessedtohaveasonlike

you.

ShesaysandInod.

Me:thankyoumama.

Sheletsoutadeepsigh.

MrsShezi:howisshedoingBukho?Isometimes

wishtocomecheckonherbuteish.

Shesayssoundingsad.Ihaveheardthatmamaand

MrsSheziwerebestfriendsgrowingupandeven

whentheywereyoungwomanbutapparentlythings

tookaturnsomedayandmymotherdistanced

herselffrom MrsSheziandthat'sallIknow.Youcan

tellthatitdoesn'tsitwellwithMrsSheziasshe

alwaysasksofmymothereachtimewemeetlike

this.

Me:youcancomeanytimeyouwant.



MrsShezi:Idon'tthinkshewillappreciatethat.I

triedreachingoutwhenyouwerestilllittlebutshe

madeitclearthatshewantsnothingtodowithour

friendshipanymore.

Ishakemyhead.

Menzi:thendon'tforcemattersmkami(mywife)

leaveherbe.

Hesaysannoyedandhiswifejustnarrowshereyes

athim.

MrsShezi:takecareofherBukho.

Inodsmilingatthissweetwoman.

Menzi:Nobuntulet'sgo.

Hesaystakingherhandandpracticallypullingher

away.

Ijustchucklelightlyandwalkaway.Hewasprobably

atthevergeofshitinghimselfthinkingI'llspillthe

beansofhowheischeatingwiththeQueenssister.I

continuetrackinghomeandwhenIarriveIfindmy

motherdishingupforus,sheseemstobedoing



bettertodaythatshecooked.IguessthefoodI

broughtfrom thepalaceshewilljusteattomorrow...

Me:sawbonama.

Mama:Bukhosi,howwaswork?

Me:itwasokay.

Isaysettlingonthechair.Wearestillcoldtowards

eachotherandit'sstartingtoweighheavilyonme.

Mama:Ihopeyouarehungry.

Me:nottoomuchbutyes.

Shenods.

Me:IjustranintoMrsSheziwithherhusbandand

theireldestson.

Shestopsdishingupandlooksatmewithshock.

Mama:whatdidtheywant?

Me:nothingwejustbumpedintoeachotherandshe

askedofyou.

Mama:listentomeson,stayawayfrom Nobuntu



andherhusband.Infactstayawayfrom every

memberoftheShezifamily.

Ifrown.

Me:haibomamamam'Nobuntuisasweetlady

njena.

Ma:justlistentomeforonceinyourlifeman

Bukhosi!

Shescreamsatmeevenbangingthepotofspinach

onthetablethatitspillsalloverthesurfaceandon

her.Iam lookingatherdumbfounded,I'venever

seenmymotherloseitlikethis.Ishakemyheadand

standuptogoboilwatersoIcanbath.Idon'teven

wanttoeatanymore.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Iam startingtofeelalittlerelievedfrom allthatis

happening,Iam happythatZonkeisavirginandthe

sacrificecanhappensowecanallmoveonwithour

lives.YesIfeelbadthatanotherwomanisgoingto



becryingoverthedisappearanceofthefruitofher

wombbutit'sforagreatercourse,ifIdon'tdothis

thenthewholeofUkuthulawillbeinturmoil,soone

tosaveathousandisworthit.IwillfeelbadbutIwill

getoveriteventuallyandsowillthey...

IjustfinishedtakingabathandIfeelrefreshedand

readyforbed.ItakethepowderBhekisharedwith

meandKayise,theonemakhosiinstructedhim to

giveussowebathwithitinattempttoprotect

ourselvesfrom the"attack".Manzitoldmetonot

evenuseanythingthatwillbeprovidedbyanyother

sangomaexceptforhim butbecausemyhusband

needstothinkIam usingitthecontentneedto

decreaseinquantitysoeverytimeaftermybathI

poursomeinthetoiletandflushitdown...

Igetinourbedroom andBhekiisunderthecovers

sittinguprightwithhisglassesonreadingsome

documents.Ifrownandrollmyeyesinannoyance,

worknevermakesitswayintoourbedroom andit



shouldn'tevennow,Idon'tcareifthisisgoingto

bringusallthemoneyintheworldbutneverwenot

invitingadistractionintoourpersonalhusbandand

wifesacredspace...

Me:Bhekumbuso.

Hestopsreadingandlooksatme.

Bheki:Liyanawami?

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Bheki:justgoingthroughKayise'sproposalhere.

Isigh.

Me:youareinourbedroom.

Bheki:Iam fullyaware.

Me:worknevercomesintoourbedroom.

Bheki:Iam sorryaboutthisjustthatKayiseneedsus

tomovequicklybe-

Icuthim off.

Me:BhekiIloveKayiseasmuchasyoudo.Icarried



herinmywombforninewholemonthsbutyou

shouldn'tchangeourrulesbecauseofwhatKayise

wants.Youcangivehereverythingjustnotmy

husbandonmytime.

Bheki:Iam sorryLiyaIam sorrymkami.

Me:let'shopeitwillneverhappenagain.

Bheki:thiswasthelasttime.

Me:good.Ihavesomethingtoinform youof.

Hewrinkleshisforeheadandtakesofftheeye

glasses.

Bheki:iseverythingokay?

Me:remembermymother'slivingrelativesfrom the

villageshewasborninbeforegettingmarriedhere?

Bheki:yesIdo,what'sthematteraretheyokay?

Me:yesbuttheyaskedforNonhleandItocomethis

Friday.

Bheki:ohIsee.Idon'thaveaproblem withthat.You

willtaketwoguardsandyourmaids.

Irollmyeyes.



Me:thatwon'tbenecessaryBheki.Iwilldrivemyself.

Bheki:Liyanathere'sanattackcomingourwayI

don'tthinkit'swisemakingyouleavewithout

security.

Me:myloveIthinktheattackismorespiritualthanit

isphysicalandIjustwanttofeellikeLiyanaonthat

daynotaQueen.

Bheki:areyousayingyoudon'tlikebeingtheQueen?

Me:ofcoursenot.Thosearemypeopleandthey

haven'tseenmeinawhileIwantthem tobefree

aroundmeandwhenIcomewitheverythingthat

screamsroyaltytheywillnottreatmegenuinely.

Hesighs.

Bheki:Idon'tunderstandnordoIlikethisbutokay.

Whenwillyoubeback?

Me:uhm onSundaymylove.

HenodsandIsighrelievedthathedidn'tgiveme

muchofahardtime...

_________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

Iflickermyeyesopenandthesunisshinninginmy

room.Ihadagoodnight'srestnohairpulling

nightmaresjustpleasantdreams.Iremovetheduvet

onmybodyandattempttogetupbutmywhole

bodyfeelsstiffandpainfulGod.Iremaininthis

positionfacingupasapartofmeisregrettingwhyI

askedBukhositoworkmehard,Ishouldn'thave

triedimpressingtheboycozlookatwhereithas

landedmenow.Runningdidn'thavesuch

consequencesshamemaybeIshouldjuststickto

whatIknowandfindanotherwaytogetclosetohim

cozthisoneisgoingtokillmenje...

Islowlygetupfrom thebedandmakeit,takingmy

timeandnotoverdoingmyalreadyoverworkedbody.

OnceIam doneImakemywaytothebathroom and

quicklyfreshenup.Iwalkbackintomybedroom and

sitonmybedandtakemyphonefrom thepedestal,

nowthisisonethingIhaven'tgaveattentionsinceI



gotbackhomeandfunnyenoughIdon'tevenfeel

thevoidoranything...

MydoorpushesopenasIdidn'tshutitandZonke

peepsthroughandIsignalhertocomeinwithmy

head.She'sholdingatraywithfoodenoughtofeed

threeorsopeople,sheplacesitonthetopofthe

drawerandIstandupfixingmygown...

Me:hey.

Zonke:morningmyprincess.

Me:ItoldyoutocallmeKayise.

Sheshakesherhead.

Zonke:Ireallywouldn'tfeelcomfortablemyprincess.

Isighandjustdecidetoletitgososheisn'tfeeling

awkward.

Me:it'sokaythen.

Zonke:Ibroughtyourbreakfast.



Me:Iwasdoingtocometothetable.

Zonke:thetableisclearedandyourparentsaswell

assis'Nonhlehaveate.

Me:haibowhat'sthetime?

Zonke:it'safter9am,Icametocheckonyouearlier

onbutyouweresleepingsopeacefullyandtheKing

saidweshouldleaveyoutorest.

Ilookatmyphonetoconfirm thetimeandindeedit

is09:16.

Me:whoa,Icansleepthesedays.

Isaywalking,nomorelikelimpingtoseewhat'son

thetrayoffood.

Zonke:what'swrong?Didyoufall?

Me:nopeBukhosioverworkedmybody.

Zonke:huh?

Ilookbackatherandseethehorroronherfacethat

Ican'thelpbutgiggle.

Me:ohno,notthatwork,weareworkingout

together,workingoutasinlikegym.



Shesighsinrelief.

Zonke:ohnowIunderstand.

Me:notthatIwouldmindhim workingmelikethat

toocozthatboyisfineashellandIdon'tdoubtthat

he'spackinginthepantsaswell.

Zonke:princess!

Shesayslookingdownobviouslyembarrassed

aboutthedirectionthisconversationistaking.

Me:areyoustillsealed?

Zonke:yes,waitingonmarriageaspermymother's

instructions.

Me:Iam sorrybutmyhusbandisn'tgettingitnew

new.

Shegiggles.

Zonke:you'vedoneitbefore?

Ifrown.

Me:yep,whenIfirstgottothecityImetaboyand

wehadagoodthinggoingon.IthoughtIfoundmy

husbandandwellIgaveitupandhegotmehooked



butafewmonthsafterhestartedgettingcold

sayingallsortsofcrazythings.

Zonke:whatwouldhesay?

Me:hesaidhekepthavingdreamsaboutascary

lookingmantellinghim toplayfarfrom hiswifeor

hewillmakehisdisappearandguesswhatthatwife

wasme,Imaginethecrazy.Ifiguredhegotwhathe

wantedandhenolongercared,boysfrom thecity.

Zonke:Iam sorrytohearthis.

Me:I'm goodnow,itwasalearningexperience.

Zonke:aslongasyouaregoodmyprincess.

Me:let'seatsoyoucantellmemoreaboutyourself.

Isayandshesmilesseemingtobemore

comfortablewithmenow.

________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

TheroyalcouncilandIaresittingaroundthethrone

room lookingandlisteningtotheappleofmyeye



explainingthenewprojectshewantstoleadherein

ourvillageandhowitwillbenefiteveryonewhoisa

memberofthiscommunity.Theeldersarelooking

atherintenselyandlisteningattentivelytoallthat

shehastosayandthefactthattheykeepnoddingis

makingmeconfidentmoreinmydaughter's

capabilitiesandIcan'thelpbutbemoreproudasa

father...

Sheconcludesafterexplainingthatwewillbe

headedtothecitysometimenextweektomeetwith

potentialpartnersthatwemightbringonboardso

theprojectcanbeanchoredonallsidesnecessary

andthecouncilclapshandsforherandpraiseher

forcomingbackherewithplanstomakesurethat

ourcommunitydevelopsandourpeopleare

includedinittoo...

Iinform them thatwecangotothedinningroom

whereI'veaskedthehelperstoprepareussome

refreshmentsbeforetheyareheadedhome.Menzi



askstohaveawordwithmebeforewejointherest

ofthecounselmembersandIremainsitedonmy

chair...

Menzi:Kayiseisasmartyoungwoman.

HecomplimentsandIsmile.

Me:Iam soproud.

Menzi:asyoushouldmyKing.

Me:whatisitthatyouwanttodiscusswithme?

Heclearshisthroat.

Menzi:firstlyIwantyoutoknowthatIam notbeing

biasedbutratherIhavebeenlookingcloselyatthe

allegationssoIdon'tcometoyouwithunfounded

things.

Ifrown.

Me:okay?

Menzi:afewofthemaidsandguardscametome

complainingaboutthechiefofstaff?



Me:Bukhosi?

Menzi:yesmyKing.

Me:haotheyleftmeandmywifehereandwent

straighttocomplaintoyou?

Menzi:Ialsoaskedthem buttheysaidyouaretoo

fondofthatboyandyoumightnottakeanyaction

againsthim.

Me:Kahlebo!I'veneverbeenimpartial.

Menzi:Itoldthem thattoo.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:whataretheallegations?Andwhomadethem?

Menzi:Iwouldrathernotmentionnamesbutthe

maidscomplainthatheasksforsexualadvancesso

heassignsthem lessstrainingjobsandtheguards

saysifyouarenothisfriendorpayyouhewillgive

younightdutiesalwaysandrefusetochange.

IfrownnotbelievingwhatI'm hearing.Thisdoesn't

soundlikeBukhosinotatall.

Me:theseareveryseriousallegationsandIwill



attendtothem quickly.

Menzi:inthemeantimeasyouadvisorIwillputit

thatyoususpendhim withimmediateeffect.

Me:thatisabitextremenow.Iwillattendtothis

mattersoonerthanyouthinkandifheisfoundguilty

hewillbefiredfrom hisjob.

Menzi:myKing-

Iquicklyinterject.

Me:innocentuntilprovenguilty.Iwillstartmy

investigationsafterwehavehadourlunch.

Henodsandsomethingdeepinsidemysoultellsme

thatBukhosididn'tdoanyofthesethingshe'sbeing

accusedofbutasaKingmydutyistolookintoit

whetherIthinkIknowthisboywellenoughornot.

Myresponsibilityiswithallofmyemployees.

__________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER08

__________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Icouldn'tconductanythingyesterdayafterlunch

becauseIrealizedthatourstafftaketurnswiththeir

shiftssoIhadtodoeverythingtodayasIhave

calledallofthem tobepresentforthis.Ithadtobe

donethiswayasMenzirefusedtotellmewhothose

peopleare,theone'swhoallegedlyaccusedBukhosi

ofthosevilethings.Iaskedmywifetobepresentso

shecouldbetheonetodealwiththemaidensas

theymightfeelembarrassedtalkingtomeabout

theirexperiencesandIwilldealwiththeguards

myself...

ItwashardformetoaskBukhosinottoreportfor

dutyuntilallofthisissolved,hewasappalledatthe

allegationsforwardedagainsthim andithurtmeto



seehim feelingsobetrayedandIwillnotforgethow

hetriedassuringmethathedidn'tdoallofthose

thingsandIforonebelievehim andIpraythatit'sall

alie.Iknowhowsomepeoplecanbejealousof

someone'sprogressandwouldgotoanylengthto

destroythem andtheirreputationandalsothefact

thatthesenewscametomethroughMenzimade

meraisemyearscozeveryoneknowsthatmy

personaladvisorhasaproblem withBukhosiandwe

alldon'tknowwhyitisso,whoknowsifheisnotthe

mastermindbehindallofthisjusttogetridofthat

boy...

PeoplecanlieifgivenalittlesomethingsoIknewI

hadtocallmakhosiandhavehim pretendtohavea

mutimixtureeveryonewilltakebeforetalkingtome

andifsomeoneliesagainstBukhosithatmutiwill

makethem gocrazybutweknowthatisn'tgoingto

happenasit'sjusttomakethem tellthetruthand

forgetthepersuasiontheymighthavereceivedfrom

someoneindestroyinganinnocentlife.Mywifeand

Iwalktotheoutsidewhereeverystaffmemberof



thepalaceiswaiting...

Me:Goodmorningandthankyouallforwaiting

especiallytheguardsthatworkedthenightshift.

Theallbowdowntome.

Me:wellyesterdayMenzimypersonaladvisorcame

tomeanddisclosedthatsomeofyouwenttohim

andcomplainedaboutBukhosiaskingforsexual

favorsandmoneyinexchangeforlessstraining

chores.

Someofthemaidsandguardslookateachother

confused.

Me:wellIhavetakenthoseallegationsveryseriously

becausethesafetyofallofyouisapriorityand

everyonewhomisusestheirpowermustbeheld

accountableandtheymustfacetheconsequences

oftheiractions.

Menzi:that'sverytruemyKing.

Hesaysfrom thebackandIjustsmirk.

Me:sothemaidenswilltalktotheQueenabouttheir



experiencewithBukhosiandtheguardswilltalkto

me.

TheyallnodinagreementandIlookatthesangoma

andnodgivinghim theplatform totalk.

Makhosi:sotheKinginformedmeofallofthisand

likeithasalwaysbeendonewhenthere's

accusationsofthismagnitudeintheroyalpalace

thosewhoaretogivetestimoniesagainstthe

accusedhavetodrinkfrom thesacredpotoftruth

andsweartotellthetruth,ifyouaretellingthetruth

youwillgofreebuttheminuteyoulietheGodof

justicewillstrikeyouwithmadness.

TheyallgaspsforairandIseesomeofthem

blinkingandgettingnervous.

Me:youhaveheardsoonebyoneyouwillcome

kneeldownheretakeasipoffrom thepotandthen

eachandeveryonewillgetachancetotellustheir

experienceswithBukhosisinceyoustartedworking

here.

Menzi:thisisnewstomyearsmyKing,whendidwe

havethiskindoftradition?



Makhosi:doyouhaveaproblem withit?

Heswallowsandshakeshishead.

Me:iftheytellthetruththentheyhaveabsolutely

nothingtoworryaboutright?

Isaylookingatthesangomaforconfirmation.

Makhosi:that'sverytruemyKing.

Queen:wellthencomeandstartdrinkingbecause

weneedtogettothebottom ofthisimmediately.

Mywifesaysandthosewhoareconfidentquickly

comestokneeldownanddrinktheharmlessmuti

makhosiprepared.

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

IthinkIam goingoutofmymindhere,neverinmy

lifehaveIbeenaccusedofthemostvilethingas

thisone.WhentheKingtoldmeyesterdaybefore

knockingoffIwasshockedoutofmysenses

becauseIhaveservedthepalacewithintegrityand



I'venevershownimpartialitytoanyoneoraskedany

girlforsexualfavorsormoney.ImeanhowcouldI

evenwanttostripoffanotherhumanbeingtheir

dignityandpridenorthemoneytheyareworkingso

hardfortofeedtheirfamilies?

Ishouldhaveknownthatbab'Menziwoulddo

somethingtodiscreditmebecausesomewherein

thatpeanutbrainofhishebelievesthatIwilltell

everyoneofhisaffairwiththeQueenssisterbutI

wouldn'thaveevenopenedmymouthtodestroya

familyorcauseproblemsinthepalace,whenthe

timeisrightallhislieswillcomeoutandpeoplewill

knowhim forthesnakeheis...

Idon'tknowwhatwillbecomeofmeifthosehehas

boughttolieagainstmecorroboratehisstorytothe

King.Ineedthisjob,notonlyformebutformy

mother,themoneyImakeatthepalaceIuseitto

buyusgroceriesandmedicationformama,yeswe

haveaclinicbutsomeofthemedicationIneedto



butmyselfsoifIlosethisjobit'stheendofme...

Ihavebeencleaningtheyardtheentiremorning

tryingsohardtokeepmyselfpreoccupiedtoavoid

thinkingaboutwhatmightbehappeningrightnowat

thepalacebutI'm failingcozthisistheonlythingI

canthinkaboutreally.MaybeIshouldusethistime

tothinkofwhatI'm goingtodotoearnaliving

becauselet'sberealthosehehasboughtwillsay

I'vedoneallthosethingsandtheKingwillnothavea

choicebuttoletmego...

Mama:Bukho.

Mymothersaysfrom behindme.

Me:morning.

Mama:Bhukoit'sThursdaytoday.

Me:yesitis.

Mama:thenwhyareyounotatwork?

Me:Ihaveadayoff.



Ianswernotlookingather.

Mama:ohBukho,Iam yourmotherandyoucan

neverlietome.

Me:whatmakesyouthinkIam lyingtoyou?

Mama:becausewhenyouhavealotonyourplate

andyouarestressedyouworklikeamadmadinthe

thisheat.

Me:Iam finemama,youjustreadingtoomuchinto

this.

Mama:IknowwearenotinthebestoftermsbutI

am stillyourmother,yourfriendsopleaseconfidein

me.

Me:youarejustworryingyourselfovernothing.

Mama:Iam notokayandIknowyouarelyingIwill

worryandholdthisinmyheartanditwillonlymake

meworse,I'm notreadytodieandleaveyoualone.

ShesaysandIquicklyturnandfaceher.

Me:mamapleasedon'ttalklikethis.

Mama:thentellyourmotherthetruth.



Ibitemylowerlip.

Me:Imightlosemyjob.

IsayclosingmyeyesbecauseIdon'twanttosee

thehorroronherface.

Mama:whatwhy?Whathappened?

Sheasksalarmed.

Me:bab'Menziconspiredwithafewmaidsand

guardsandaccusedmeofaskingformoneyand

sexualfavorsinreturnofassigningthem easy

chores.

Shegaspsforair.

Mama:youwouldneverdothatBukho,Iraisedan

honestmanandIknowyoucouldneverdoit.

Me:itdoesn'tmattermamabecausethekingwill

nothaveachoiceaspeoplewilllieagainstme.

Mama:whyisthismansoevil,isn'titenoughforhim,

whymusthefeeltheneedtotakeandtake.

ShesaysandIcanhearthehateinhervoice.

Me:Godwilldealwiththatman.Idon'tknowwhatI



everdidforhim tohatemethismuch.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Icouldn'tstandanotherminutelisteningtowhatI

alreadyknow.Bukhosiisagoodboyandhecould

neverdoallofthethingshewasaccusedofand

thankGodBhekithoughtofbringingmakhosiinthe

mixjusttogetthesemaidsandguardstotellthe

truthandnothingelsecozifhedidn'taninnocent

hardworkingboywouldhavelostitallbecauseofa

lie.Theyalltoldusthathehasbeennothingbutan

amazingleaderwhodoeshisjobexceptionallyand

goesbeyondwhatisexpectedofhim justtomake

surethattheaffairsofthishomeareinorderandto

methatdidn'tscream prosecutionbutaraiseinhis

salary...

IleftBhekiwiththestaffasIhadmorepressing

matterstoattendto,mydeadlineistomorrowandI

needtotalktoNonhleonthelogisticsofthewhole



thing.Wehaveoursacrificebutwestillneedto

figureouthowwearegoingtotakehertoManzi's

shrineandweallknowtwoheadsarebetterthan

oneandwewillsurelycomeupwithsomething.I

knockonherdoorandsheshoutscomeinfrom the

inside,Igetinandsheisbusypaintinghertoenails...

Nonhle:howwascourt?Isitniceplayingmagistrate?

Irollmyeyes.

Me:Idon'tknowwhyyourboyfriendliedagainstthat

boybecausenonofthestaffmembersbackedup

hisstory.

Nonhle:Idon'tliveinMenzi'sbrainsisi.

Me:yougoaroundsleepingwithanythingshame.

Nonhle:I'm sureyoudidn'tcomeintomyroom to

insultmeLiyana.

Me:yesIwantustodiscusstomorrow.

Shefrowns.

Nonhle:haibowhataboutit,wehaveasacrifice,we



haveanexcusetobeoutthewholeweekend,oram I

missingsomething?

Me:yes,howarewegoingtogetZonketoManzi?

Nonhle:weobviouslyhavetowaitforher

somewhereontheroadsheusestogethomeafter

workandthenpretendtobedoingonthesame

directionandofferheralift.

Me:sheisn'tgoingtowillinglyagreetocrossthe

riverwithusintothedarkforestnowwillshe.

Sherollshereyes.

Nonhle:imagineifIdidn'tthinkofthesethings.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nonhle:youaresoslowLiyana.WellIwenttothe

clinicearlieronandItookasedativethatweare

goingtouseonhertobeabletocarryherthere.

Isighinrelief.

Me:whatwouldIbewithoutyousisi?

Nonhle:exactly.

Me:Thankyouforeverything.



Nonhle:sistersforlifeLiyanaIgotyourbackcozyou

gotmine.

Me:letmegotrytofishwhichroadsheusestoget

home.

Nonhle:yepyoudothat.

IgetupandheadouttofigureouthowI'm goingto

knowwhichroadsheuses.

___________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

BabagavemethedutytogoandtellBukhosithathe

hasbeenvindicatedandhecancomebacktowork

andcontinueservingthisKingdom likehehasbeen

doingthesepastyears.Icouldn'twaitfornightto

fallsoIcangoputthepoorguyoutofhismisery,I

wouldhavelikedtodothatyesterdaybutbabaandI

hadtogotothetimberplantationbecauseIneeded

someinformationtoincludeinthepresentationand

businessplanandIcouldonlygetitfrom the

manager...



IwokeupanhouragoandIwasreadytoleavebut

mymothertoldmeit'stooearlytogotosomeone's

homecoztheymightstillbeintheirnightwearand

allthatandIhadtocalm downandwatchherasshe

packstoleavealittlelatertomygrandmother's

villageasherrelativesaskedherandncaneNonhle

tocomevisit,wearenotsureifit'sjustasocialcall

orsomethingseriousisgoingon...

Ipushtimewithstupidthingsandinnotimeit's

after12,everyoneisawakeatthistimeandthey're

cleanedandfreshenedright?YesmanIshouldjust

goalready.Igrabthecarkeysinmyfather'sstudy

andgosaybyetomymom andauntcozIdon't

knowwhenI'llbeback,Icouldfindmyselflostinthe

companyofthatbeautifulchocolatemanIam about

togoandseesoImightaswelljustwishasafe

journeytothetravellers...

Idrivetohishouseasmyfatherdirectedme,it'snot



toofarwhenyouaredrivingbutit'sastretchwhen

walkingIcancertainlytellbutmaybetheyhaveshort

cutstothissection.IgettotheirhouseandIpark

andgetoutoftheSUV.TheyardisverycleanandI

noticetheimpressivevegetablegardennexttothe

bigapricottree,everythinglooksappetizingGod

whoeverisplantinghasagreathand.Iwalktothe

dooranditisopen,nooneisinthekitchenasIlook

around,thefloorisshinningandit'sreallyneateven

withoutfancyfurniture,Icouldactuallyeatfrom the

floorthat'showcleanitis.Iam abouttoknockasan

elderlywomanappearsfrom anotherroom,I

assumeit'shismom...

Ma:hello,canIhelpyou?

Sheissopolite.

Me:sanibonamama,mynameisKayiseisBukhosi

in?

Shenodswithasmile.

Ma:yesheishome,pleasecomein.



Me:thankyou.

Ma:youareverybeautifulsisi,areyouhisgirlfriend?

SheasksexcitedandIlaugh.

Me:nomamawearejustfriends.

Isaynotknowinghowtolabelourassociation.

Ma:youarethefirstgirlthathasevercamehere

lookingforyou.

Bukho:mamastop,theprincessdoesn'tneedto

hearallofthis.

Hesayswalkinginembarrassedbutwhycozhis

mother'sreactionissocute.

Me:ohIdon'tmind.

Ma:didyousayprincess?

Bukho:yesthisisprincessKayise.

Ma:haoroyaltyinmyhome,whatahonor.

ShetriestokneelinfrontofmebutIquicklystopher.

Me:nomamapleasethatwon'tbenecessary.

Ma:youwilllivelongnkosazana.



Me:Amenandthankyou.

Bukho:nkosazanawhatbringsyouhere?

Me:wellBukhosi,Ibringgoodnews.Noonecame

forwardwithwhatbab'Menzisaidinfacttheyareall

singingyourpraises.

Bukho:areyouserious?

Me:likeaheartattack,youcancomebacktowork

onMonday.

Ma:IknewGodwillnotallowthem toplaywithhis

chosenanddestroyhim withlies.

Bukho:thisisarelief,thankyouforcomingtotell

me,Iwasgoingoutofmymind.

Me:youarewelcome.

Ma:thiscallsforacelebration.Mtimandepleasejoin

usforlunch.

Bukho:maI'm suretheprincessisfineandhastogo

somewhere.

Igivehim alook.

Me:Don'tspeakforme.Iwouldlovetostay.



Ma:inthatcaseletmestartwiththepots.

Me:SolongcanIpleasehavesomeofyourapricots.

Bukho:Iwillplucksomeforyou,come.

Ifollowhim out.

Me:thankyou.

Bukho:Ihopeyoueatspinachandtomatogravycoz

that'swhatmymom isgoingtocook.

Me:whatdoyouthinkIam kodwa?

Helooksdownembarrassed.

Bukho:Ijustthought-

Me:stopthat,Iam theprincessyesbutIam still

human.IlikethesimplestthingsandIeatspinach

nePapa.

Bukho:youaresohumble.

Me:notwhenIhavecravingsnowgetmesome

apricots.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER09

__________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Istillcan'twrapmyheadaroundwhatMenziwas

tryingtoachievebylyingagainstBukhosi,Imean

thatyoungmanhasneverdoneanythingtohim to

deservesuchhatefrom anelderofhiscommunity,a

manthatissupposetobeshowinghim theropes

sincehedoesn'thavehisownfatherpresentinhis

life.ThesamewayhewantedBukhositofacethe

consequencesofhis"actions"isthesamewayhe

alsohastofacethemusic.Ifhecouldlieagainsta

youngboyandevengoasfarasdeceivingmetolet

him gowhatbombwouldhedroponmyheadby

conspiringwithmyenemies,theattackmighteven

becomingfrom him.It'sclearthatIcannottrusthim

anymore...



Icalledhim overandhehasbeenwaitingonmefor

overanhournow,butIwantedtotakemytimejust

tomakehim morenervoustryingtofigureoutwhat

thismeetingisabout.Imakemywayinthethrone

room andheissittingonhischair,tappinghisfoot

onthefloorasanervousgesture.Isettleonthe

throneandcrossmylegslookingathim intensely

andhecan'tevenlookatmeandheisrightnotto

becausewhathedidwasshameful...

Me:whydidyoulie?

Iasksoftlyandheclearshisthroatlookingupatme.

Menzi:myKing?

Me:nonofthemaidensorguardscorroboratedyour

story,theyallsaythatBukhosiisagreatleaderand

theyarehappytoworkunderhim.

Menzi:what?NomyKingtheymusthavebeen

scaredtotellyouortheQueenaftermakingthem

drinkfrom thatpotmakhosibrought.

Me:thatwastomakethem tellthetruthbecause



theyknewiftheyliedtheywouldrunmadso

everyonetoldthetruth.

Heshakeshishead.

Menzi:theydicievedmemyKing.

Me:Menziwhatisyouproblem withthatboy?What

hashedonetoyou?

Hefrowns.

Menzi:Iholdnothingagainstthatboy,nothingatall.

Me:webothknowthat'salie.

Menzi:yourhighness.

Iholdoutmyhandtosilencehim.

Me:Iam notafoolandIdon'tappreciatethatyou

wantedtopushyourownagendausingtheroyal

resources.

Menzi:that'snotwhathappenedandIcouldnever

makeafooloutofyoumyLord.

Me:butyoudidandforthatIcannevertrustyou

everagain.



Menzi:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Iam demotingyoufrom yourpositionasmy

personaladvisor.Youwilljustbeamemberofthe

councilandoneoftheelderswillreplaceyou.

Hegaspsforairandquicklystandsup

Menzi:nonomyKingpleaseyoucan'tstripmeoff

mytitlejustbecausesomemaidsandguards

decidedtolietomeagainstBukhosi.

Me:namethosepeoplesothattheycancome

explainthemselvesinfrontoftheroyalcouncil.

Heswallows.

Menzi:Ipromisedthem anonymity.

Me:thenitwilllooklikeyouwerejustlyingthen.

Menzi:nopleasetherehastobeanotherway.

Me:takethemultimakhosigavetherestofthem

andsweartotellthetruthcozifyoudon'tyou

alreadyknowtheconsequences.

Hecloseshiseyesandgoesbacktositdownand

burieshim headinhishands.



Me:thedecisionisyoursMenzi.

____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

IhavebeenwithBukhosiathishousesincemorning

andI'm havingagreattime,heismorerelaxedand

comfortablenow.Earlieronhewasactingsomehow

andIsuspecthethoughtI'm somekindofsnobthat

willjudgehishomeandcomparetowhatIknowand

havebackatthepalacebutthat'sjustnotwhoIam.

Iunderstandthatwecomefrom different

backgrounds,Iwasbornwithasilverspooninmy

mouthandhehadtoworkhardforeverythinghehas

andtomethat'ssomethingtoadmirenotlookdown

on...

Wearesittingunderthetreeonthestrawmat,the

shadeiskeepingtheheataway.Wearewatching

somefitnessbunny'svideosonYouTubeandheis

seriouslyenjoyingeverymomentofitbecausethis

iswhathelikes.Thisgirlisdoingthemost



outrageousroutinesandshameI'm notthatflexible.

Mybatterydiesandwebothsighandlookateach

other...

Me:andIdidn'tbringacharger.

Bukho:it'sokaywewillwatchagainsomeothertime.

Me:youseem toenjoyit.Youcansubscribeonher

channelwithyourphone.

Helooksdown.

Bukho:Idon'thaveaphonenkosazana.

Igasp.

Me:nokidding.

Bukho:seriously.

Me:whatwhy?Howdoyousurvive?

Hechuckles

Bukho:IwantonetrustmeIdobutthemoneyI

makehastobuygroceriesandgetmamasomeof

hermedicationtheydon'tprovideatthelocalclinic



andIalsoneedtosaveforemergencies.

Ifeelbadrightnow.

Me:yourmotherissick?

Bukho:yessheisbutwiththemedsshe'stakingshe

getsherstrength.

Me:youareagreatpersonandanamazingson,

takingcareofyourmotherandputtingherneeds

beforewhateveryouwant.Icommendyou.

Bukho:sheistheonlyfamilyIhave.

Me:yourdad?Siblings?

Hetakesadeepsigh.

Bukho:Iam anonlychildandIdon'tknowmyfather.

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:BukhosiIam sosorryforbeingsoforward.

Imentallyslapmyself.

Bukho:it'sokaynkosazana,youdidn'tknowthis.

Me:stillIshouldn'thave.

Bukho:don'tworryaboutit.



Me:sohow'sitlikeworkingatthepalace?

Iasktryingtochangethesubject.

Bukho:it'sreallynice,peacefulandthefactthatyour

parentsaregreatpeoplewhotreattheirsubjects

wellmakesitmoregreat.

Me:IknowthisisyourlivelihoodandI'm notlooking

downonitbutwhatwasorstillisyourdream job?

Hesmiles.

Bukho:growingupIwasmadlyinlovewithfootball

somuchsothatIwantedtobeaprofessional

soccerplayerbutIgrewupandrealizedthatit'san

uncertaincareerandIstartedtakingalikingin

gardeningandIwoulddream ofowningmyown

commercialfarm whereI'dproduceandgosellat

myownstoreinthecity.

Ismile.

Me:youcanstilldothat.Imeanlookathow

amazingyourgardenis.

Bukho:Iwillneedabiggerfertilelandandapartner

whowillinvestinmydream.



Me:Icanpartnerwithyou,I'm alwayslookingto

investandhelppeoplegrowtheirdreamsandthe

factthatyouarefrom thislandandyoucanalsobe

abletohiresomeofouryouthsmakesitagood

course.

Heislookingatmeshocked.

Bukho:nkosazanaareyouserious?

Ismile.

Me:likeaheartattack,Iam stillbusywithaproject

nowbutgivemeafewweeksandwewillstartwith

yoursafterI'vespokentotheKing.

Heattacksmewithahugandboydon'tIfitperfectly

inhisarms,Iholdontohim tooandplacemynose

ofhisshoulderandinhalehisscent.Itsnotthemost

expensivecolognebutbecauseitsonhim itmakes

megoinsane.Iappreciateacleanguyandtrustme

whenIsayBukhosiiscleanevenwiththelittle

thingshehas.

________________________________________



•QUEENLIYANA

MysisterNonhleandIhavebeenparkedatsome

junctionwaitingonZonketoappear,Iam nervousas

hellbecausetimeisnolongeronourside,theylong

knockedoffatthepalaceandsheshouldhave

passedbynow.Thesunisstillhotandit'sjust

makingmemoreunsettled,thisisnochild'splayand

anyhumanbeingwithaconsciouswouldfeelthis

waytoo...

Ikeeplookingatmywristwatchandtappingmy

fingersonthestarringwheelandthatjustearnsme

looksofannoyancefrom Nonhle,sheissocalm

aboutthiswholethingyou'dswearthisisnother

firstrodeo.Iclosemyeyestryingtothinkof

somethingelsewhenshetapsmerepeatedlyonmy

shoulder...

Me:whatwhat?

Iask



Nonhle:shejustpassedbyalone.

MynervesskyrocketandIstarttheengine.Wedrive

behindherandshelooksbackandstepsoutofthe

waysothecarcanpassbybutoncewereachherI

stopthecarandcallhername.

Me:Zonke.

Shelooksmydirectionandfrowns.

Zonke:myQueen?

Me:Ithoughtthatwasyou.

Zonke:itis,weren'tyouandsisNonhlesupposeto

beoutofthevillage?

Me:Iam soannoyedmntanami,wehadtodrive

backtofetchabagNonhleforgot.

Nonhle:Icanbeforgetfulsometimes.

Zonke:I'm sorrytohearthatmyQueen.

Me:areyouheadedhome?

Zonke:yesma.

Nonhle:youlivefarhey,andwalkinginthisquiet



emptyroadisnotsafe.

Zonke:Idon'thaveachoice.

Me:IneedtotalktotheKingaboutproviding

transportforthoseofyouwholivefar.

Zonke:wewouldappreciateitsomuch.

Me:fornowhopinletmedropyouoff.

Zonke:myQueenIdon'twanttowastemoreofyour

time.

Me:it'snobothersisi.

Nonhlegetsoutofthecarandopensthebacksit

doorforher.Shegetsinandbeforeshesettles

properlymysisterinjectsherwiththesedativeon

herneckandshetouchesthespotandgiveshera

look.

Zonke:sisNonhlewhatareyoudoing?

Sheasksshockedandscaredandmyheartsinks

Me:Iam sosorryZonkesoverysorry.

Zonke:what'sgoingon?Whatdidyoudotome?



Sheasksalreadylookingdrowsyandinnotimeshe

collapsesontheseatandatearrollsdownmy

cheek.Mysisterquicklyclosesthedoorandgetsin

thefront.

Nonhle:thisisnotthetimefortearsLiyana.Wehave

todothisnowdrive.

Iwipeitoffandstarttheengineheadedtotheriver.

Thedriveissilentandguilthasalreadystarted

eatingthroughmebutIkeepremindingmyselfof

whythisneedstobedone.WegettotheriverandI

driveinthedeepforestuntilthecarcan'tgoany

further.WebothgetoutandtakeZonkeouttoo

gentlyplacingheronthegrass.

Nonhle:weneedtocoverthiscarsonooneseesit.

Me:okay.

Wetakethethefallenbigpalm treeleafsto

camouflagethecarandithasworkedbecauseno

wonderingeyethatdoesn'tknowwhattolookfor

willseeit.Wepickherupandstartmakingourway

deeperintotheforestandthisgirlinheavybutwe



soldieronbecauseweneedtomakeittoManzion

time.Wetakeabreakacoupleoftimesandchange

sidesthencontinue.Theforestisgettingdenserand

darkerandIknowwearealmostthere.NonhleandI

arebothpantingandsweating.Wegettotheshrine

afterwhatfeelslikeforeverandthere'sablazingfire

inthemiddle.Manziisbusychantingwhilecircling

thefire.There'sabedmadefrom treeleafsand

grassesandcandlesofallcolorsareplacedaround

it.Thewholesetupiscreepy.Manzistopsashe

seesusandflashesthatscarysmile...

Manzi:Liyanayouhavekepttoyourpromise.

Me:yes,Ibroughtthevirginwithme.

Manzi:Icouldsmellherallthewayfrom theriver.

Icringe.

Me:whatnow?

Manzi:striphernakedandplaceheronthebedon

leafsoverthere.

NonhlegetsonwithitandpoorZonkeisleftnaked



completelynaked.

Wecarryheragainandplaceheronthebed,sheis

stillcompletelyoutofit.Hesmearssomethingon

ourforeheadsandthenmovestoZonkeandsmears

thatslummythingalloverhernakedbodywhile

singingsomethingthatisinaudibletous.

Manzi:settleonthatstrawmatandstartclapping

yourhands.

Wedoaswearetoldandhekneelsnexttousand

takesthebigdrum andstartshittingitsoloudwhile

callinguponhisancestors.Outofnowherealoud

thunderroarsandhegoesonharderandlouder,we

startfeelingaheavypresencearoundusandacold

breezetakingover.ThehairsonmybackstandandI

am scaredoutofmymind.

Manzi:yebonkosiyamanzihereliesyoursacrifice

thereonewhoisstillpure,theonewhowillreplace

thepurityyourwifenolongerhas.Acceptherand

takewhatisyours.

HesaysandmysisterandIlookateachother.So

mydaughterisnolongeravirginandZonkeisbeing



sacrificedtoreplaceherpuritytothespiritKingof

thewaters.Theenvironmentgetsmoreintenseand

outofnowhereZonkestartsmakinguncontrollable

sexualnoisesandherbodilymovementsisthatof

someonewhoisinthethroesofpassionbuthow

whensheisoutofitandwedon'tseeanyoneontop

ofher.MyGodspiritualthingsaresoscary.Manzi

keepsgoingharderonthedrum andthatseemsto

getthespiritgoingcrazybecausethereactionsof

Zonkeareshocking.Hestopschantingandhitsthe

drum slowlyandthethunderroarsagainthistime

comingwithaheavyrain.

WeattemptorunforcoverbutManzisignalsusto

remainsitting.Therainisnotjokingandit'shitting

ushardI'm alreadycold,itcontinuesforafewmore

minutesandwhenitstopsagroupofowlsflyabove

usandManzistartsscreamingandburping.

Manzi:thesacrificehasbeenacceptednowit'stime

foryoubothtositbythecornersofthebedand

guardituntiltomorrowatdawnwhenwearegoing

todisposeitintheriverwherethegreatKingofthe

waterswillkeepherasareminderthathiswifehas



paidherdues.

Webothnod.

Me:it'sclear.

Manzi:andthegreatKingsaysIshouldtellyouthat

soonhewillshowhimselftoclaim whatbelongsto

him gethisbrideready.

Iswallowfeelingtheairinmylungsleavemybody.

______________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ihadthemostamazingtimewiththeprincess,this

girlneverceasestoamazemereally,herhumilityis

shocking.Mostpeopleonherlevelwouldn'tevensit

downtohaveaconversationwithcommonerslike

myselfbutnother,sheevensatdownandatemy

mother'sspinach,tomatogravywithpapand

enjoyeditgenuinely.Ilookedatherwithtotal

admiration,envyingthemanthatwillbeblessedto

callherhiswifeandQueen.Icanonlywishthat

somedayIgettomeetawomanatleasthalfthe



personsheisbecausesheisn'tallortakingbutshe

iswillingtohelpbuildapersonfrom thebottom...

Iam alsohappytobegoingbacktoworkonMonday

andmostimportantlythatmynamehasbeen

clearedandMenzihasbeenexposedasthesnake

thatheis.Ihopethatkarmadealswithhim

accordinglyandwhateverhewashopinghappensto

mehappenstohim tentimesworse.Iam inthe

kitchenfinishingupmyfood...

Ma:whenistheprincessvisitingagain.

Me:sheisabusygirlmama,sheonlyjustcameto

inform meoftheoutcomesoftheinvestigation.

Ma:Iknowbutyoutwoseemedcosy.

Me:youjustreadingtoomuchintoit.

Ma:youlikeher?

Me:yessheisagoodpersonandleader.

Ma:aisuka,notlikeinthatway.Wouldyoulikeher



tobeyourgirlfriend?

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:Iam nothertype.Ihavenothingtoofferher.

Ma:stoplookingdownonyourselfBhuko.

Me:I'm beingrealistic.Justcozsheiswillingtohelp

mestartmybusinessandissweetenoughtoeat

ourfooditdoesn'tmeanwearegoingtogetmarried.

Ma:ifyoulikeheryoucantellherbecauseyoualso

deservetobehappy.

Me:mamaplease.

Ma:I'm justsaying.

Ichucklelightly.

Me:youaresomethingelse.

Ma:shootamotherforwantinghersontobehappy.

Me:Iunderstandjustdon'tplaycupid.

Shesmiles.

Ma:Ihavemissedtalkingtomysonlikethis.

Me:metoomamabutsomedayyoustillhavetotell



methetruth.

Sheletsoutadeepsigh.

Ma:Bukhosi.

Me:ifwedon'tgetthisoveranddonewith,itwill

alwayscomebetweenusbecauseIwillalwayswant

toknowwhofatheredme.

Ma:youareaskingmetosaymypainoutloud.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ma:Bukhosiplease.

Me:Idon'twanttofightwithyoumamabuttakea

fewdaysbecausesoonIam goingtosityoudown

andaskyouagainwhofatheredmeandifyoulove

melikeyousayyoudoyouwilltellmethetruthand

trustthatIwillnotchoosehim overyou.

________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHERSLOVE

CHAPTER10

_______________________

•QUEENLIYANA

NonhleandIhadtobeawaketheentirenightasper

Manzi'sinstructionsandIwilltellyouthatthishas

beenthelongestnightofmylife.Iwitnessed

traumaticthingsandifIclaim thatI'llbethesame

personafterthisthenitwouldallbealie.Youcan't

watchaninnocentsoulbeingconstantlyviolated

andknowforafactthattheirlifeisgoingtoendat

anypointandthinkthere'sachancetogobackto

normalknowingverywellthatwhatishappeningis

allonyou...

IfeelfilthyandIregreteverwalkingdownthisdark

evilpath,butwhatchoicedidIhave?Ihadto

continuewhatIstartedandprotectmysecretatall

costsbecauseitwouldn'thaveonlyruinedmylife



butathousandothers.Iwilljusthavetoseethis

ZonkeasasoldierwhodiedprotectingUkuthula

kingdom...

It'sdawnnowandthecandlesthatweresurrounding

thisbedhaveburnedout,Manziisbusychantinghis

gibberishandsmearingmoremutionthisinnocent

girlsbody.Heordersustostandupandpickthe

bodysowecanstartmakingourwaytotheriveras

theKingofthewatersiswaitingtoreceivethe

physicalbodyashissouvenir...

Sheisstillasheavyasyesterdaybutnotasheavyas

myheart.Manziisimpatientwithusandeverytime

westoptocatchourbreathheshootsusanevillook

thatgetsusbackinline.Thedistancefrom the

shrinetotheriverisastretchandyoucanonly

imaginewhyitwouldfeellikeithasmultipliedwhen

carryinganunconsciousbody...

AfterforeverwegetthereandplaceZonkedown,I



balancemyselfwiththetreeandNonhlesettleson

therockandburriesherheadinherhands.Suddenly

thunderroarsagainandInoticeManzikneeling

downanddoingmoreofhisdarkstaff,itgetsdarker

andthethundergetslouderandscarier,ifpeople

thinkwitchcraftdoesn'texistthentheyhaven'tlived

atall...

Manzi:thegreatKingofthewaters,youthatcan

giveallheartsdesires,weareherethisearly

morningtobringyouwhatisyours.

Hethrowsinablackchicken,Ididn'tevenseehim

takethebirdfrom hisshrine.Helooksatmeand

gesturesthatIcomenearwithhishand,Idon't

wastehistimebutIquicklyruntohim andkneel

downtoo.

Manzi:withmehereisLiyana,theonethatgave

birthtotheQueenofthewaters,thechildshe

desiredandyoublessedherwithinexchangeforher

handinmarriage,theonlyonethatwillgiveyoua

physicalthroneandabilitytoruleovermeremortals



likeyouhavealwaysdreamtof.

ThunderstrikesasifthespiritualKingis

acknowledgingwhathisdescendentissaying.

Manzi:Liyanaonthisdaynotonlydidyoubringa

virgintoreplacethepuritythatofwhichKayiselost

butyoualsocameheretoonceagainpromiseto

keeptoyourendofthedeal.

Inod.

Manzi:sayitwithyourmouthandspitintheriver.

HesaysannoyedandIjumpabit.

Me:Istillpromisetokeeptomyendofthedeal.

IcrawlnearersoIcanbeabletospit.

Manzi:Greatone,weshallwaitforyoutotake

physicalform andcometowalkthisearth,weshall

waitonyoutocomebackandtakeovereverything

thatwastakenfrom youmanymanyyearsago.

HesaysandIfrown,whatishetalkingaboutnow?

Takenfrom him manymanyyearsago?

ManzigetsupandgoestopickupZonkeandcomes



backgettingintotheriverwithher,astheywalk

deeperuntiltheyaresubmergeditstartsandto

drizzlebuthekeepsgoinginuntiltheyarenolonger

visible.Iquicklystandupandstepbacktobenextto

mysister.Wearewatchingtheriverintenselyand

it'ssocalm liketwohumanbeingsdidn'tjust

disappearinit.Indeedstillwatersrundeep.Itstarts

torainheavilyandthunderandlightningarenot

takingastepback,Iam worriedbecausethunder

andtreesisabadcombination,wecouldbestruck

deadnow.IjoinNonhleontherockaswewaitfor

Mamzitocomeoutandrightontimeheappears

makingmeandmysisterjumpinshock,hemakes

ourwaytousandheiswearinghiscreepysmile,the

smilethatsendscoldshiversdownmyspine.

Mamzi:itisdone.

Heholdsoutabeautifulringwithareddiamond.

Nonhle:whatistheringfor?

Manzi:makesureKayisewearsthisringalways,it

doesn'tmatteronwhichfingerbutensuresheis

alwayswearingit.



Inod.

Manzi:weneedtogobacktotheshrinesoIcangive

yousomemutitokeepZonke'sspiritfrom haunting

you.

Isighandrelief.

_________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ithasbeenrainingcatsanddogssincetheearly

hoursofthemorning,thisismyfavoriteweather

sinceIwasachildbutIgrewtoloveitmorebecause

it'stheperfecttimetobeboo'dupbutnottodaycoz

myassissingleandcrushingonaboywhodoesn't

seem tohavetheskillofreadingbetweenthelines.I

likehim yesandalotbutBukhosiisreallyslow

shame...

IwokeuplateasIwaslostinmywarm comfortable

bedandbrowsingthestreetsofsocialmedia,itwas

entertainingandalothashappenedsinceIleftthe



bigbadcity,beinghereislikebeingoffthegrid.I

tookalongsoothingbathandfoundcomfortable

oversizedsweatsandthoughtI'dreadsomestory

onvisionarywritingsbymyfavoriteSouthAfricanup

comingauthorBethMachobanewithacupofhot

chocolatebutmyfatherhadtoactspoiltashe

askedmetocomewatchtherainwithhim likewe

didwhenIwasyoungerandIcouldn'tsaynotomy

oldmanwhenhegivesmethoseeyes...

Wehavebeenlayingonthisinflatablemattress

coveredinafleeblanketwatchingtherainthrough

theslidingdoor.Babaistellingmeallofthese

storiesfrom whenhewasyoungandhowhisfather

trainedhim tobecomeaKingofthisbeautiful

kingdom andpassedonwisdom thathewillshare

withmesomedaysoIcanbepreparedtotakeover

andrulewithfairandjust.Wearedisturbedbya

maidondutyclearingherthroatbehindus...

Helper:Iam sorrymyKingbutsomeoneishereto



seeyou.

Me:inthisrain?Howdidtheywalkorevendrivehere?

Helper:theywalkedmyprincess,theladyissoaking

wetandwemovedhertotheguestbathroom toget

herdry.

Me:thatisgoodthankyouforshowingsuchhumility.

Shesmilesandnods.

Anotherhelperwalksinwithaanelderlywoman,not

sooldshecouldbearound45-50years.

Baba:mydearwhywouldyouwalkinthisrain?

Lady:Icouldn'tstayanotherminutenotknowingmy

King.

Baba:notknowing?

Myfatherasksconfusedasme.

Lady:mydaughterZonke.

ShesaysandIsmile.

Me:ohyouareZonke'smom?Sheissuchan

amazingperson.Iam happytobehelpedby



someonelikeher.

Lady:shesingsyourpraisestoomyprincess.

Baba:youlookedtroubledthough,iseverythingokay?

Sheshakesherhead.

Lady:mydaughternevermadeithomeyesterday,

whenhertimetoarrivedpassedIthoughtshewill

arrivelatebutnothingIevendozedoffwaitingbut

evenwhenIwokeupshewasn'tthereandIcouldn't

staywithoutknowing.

Me:what?Reallyma?

Shenods.

Baba:thatisstrangeastheyallleftaftertheirshift

andIcanattestbecausetheycametoreportitto

mesincetheirleaderwasn'taroundandalsomy

wifeandtheprincessherewerenotaround.

Lady:ohmyGod.

Ifeelhopeleaveherbodyfrom thosethreewords.

Baba:doesn'tshehavefriendsandrelatives.

Lady:nomykingshewouldnever,sheknowsto



comestraighthome.

Me:thisisscary,babawhatarewegoingtodo?

Baba:Iwillhavetosendmanouttolookoutforher

whentherainstopsandwecanalsogotosee

makhosi,sohecanthrowsomebonesandtellus

whereZonkeisandifsheissafe.

Lady:thankyousomuchmyKing.

ShesaysbowingabitandIgoclosetoherandtake

herhandinmine.

__________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

MysisterandIgotthemutifrom Manziandwe

decidedtodrivetotowntopasstimeaswesaidwe

willbebackSunday,Ididn'twanttoraise

Bhekumbuso'ssuspensionssowhentherain

stoppedweheadedoutandmadeourwaytothe

nearesttown,theydon'thavemuchbutwearenot

lookingformuchaswelljustaplacetosleepand

wrapourheadsaroundwhatwejustdid.Staying



withManziwasn'tanoptionbecauseIhaveseen

enoughwitchcraftinonenighttolastmealifetime

andwecouldn'triskthecarbeingspottedbythe

rivercozthatwouldhavelandedusinhotwater...

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Idon'tthinkithaseverrainedthismuchinour

village,therivermustbeoverflowingandfarmers

mustberejoicingbecausetheircropshavereceived

showerstogrow.Iwassleepingthroughtheentire

morningandearlyafternoonasthisrainwas

keepingusindoorswithnothingtodososleepwas

theperfectoptionbutIwasdisturbedbyadream,a

dream thatincludedMenziandthatsetmeoff...

Eveninmydreamshehatesmewitheveryfiberof

hisbeingandIjustgotsopissedthatIwanted

answersandIwantedanswerstoday.Hehadtotell

mewhatIdidtohim thathecaneasilyhatemethis

muchtoeventrytogetmefiredfrom ajobeveryone



knowsIdowithintegrityandrespect...

Iam onmywaytohishousetoconfronthim and

thankGodmymotherwassleepingwhenIleft

becauseshewouldhavetriedtalkingmeoutofit.

Thestreetsarerunningwithwaterfrom therainand

goodthingIworemysafetybootssoIcanjustwalk

likeIdon'tcare.Thesunisnowoutandthebirdsare

everywherechirping,youngboysarerunningafter

thelittleboatstheymadewithpaperastheysail

throughtherunningwaters,remindsmeofwhenI

waslikethem withnoproblemsbandcareinthe

world...

IgettotheShezihomeandtheladyofthehouse

comesoutthefrontdoorwithtwoofherchildren

holdingbigbuckets,shesmilesassheseesmeand

IwishIcantellherwhatIknowsoshecanleave

thatsorryexcuseofamanbecauseshedeservesso

muchbetter...



MrsShezi:Bukho?

Me:howareyoumama?

MrsShezi:Iam wellthankyou.Iseverythingokay?

Me:everythingisokaymama,Ijustcametoseeyour

husbandishein?

Shenods.

MrsShezi:yeshe'sinside,weneedtorushtothe

boreholebeforetheraincomesback.

Me:okayletmenotholdyouthen.

ShenodsandtheyquicklyleaveasImakemyway

insidewithoutknocking.Heisintheloungeholding

amirrorandshavinghisheadwithablade.

Me:whatdidyouwanttoachieve?

Hejumpsandevencutsthehisheadalittle.

Menzi:youscum,seewhatyoumademedo.

Hesaysrunninghisfingeroverthecutandbringsit

tohiseyestoseetheblood.

Me:youwon'tdie.



Menzi:whatthehellareyoudoinginmyhouse?

Me:Iwanttoknowwhyyouhatemesomuchthat

youwouldwanttotakemylivelihoodaway.

Menzi:youthinkIhavethetimetoansweryour

stupidquestions?

Me:youhavethetimetoplottoruinmylifesowhy

not.

Menzi:youjustrefusetodiedon'tyou?

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:youarenotmyGodMenziyoucanneverkill

whatyoudidn'tmake.

Menzi:ohbutImadeyou,youpieceofshit!

HesaysdistastefulandInarrowmyeyesandher

closeshisseeminglikehejustallowedhimselfto

spillsomethingheshouldn'thave.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Heswallows.

Menzi:getoutofmyhouseandstayout.



Hesayspushingmetothedoorandroughlysountil

Iam totallyoutandheclosesthedoorinmyface

leavingmewithamillionquestionsandconfusion

runningthroughmyentirebody.

_______________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Icalledalltheguardstocomethroughandpromised

topaythem formakingthem workontheirdayoff

andlikeloyalservantsofthisgreatkingdom they

answeredtotheircallofdutyandwentoutthereto

searchforZonke.Themother,KayiseandImade

ourwaytomakhosiandthepoorwomanhasn'tbeen

abletostopcryingobviouslyworriedabouther

daughter,Idon'twanttothinkofwhatIcouldhave

doneifmyKayisewentmissing...

Makhosihasthrownthebonesandheisshakinghis

headindefeathekeepsonlookingatustryingto

talkbutthewordsseem massivetocomeoutofhis

mouthandheendsuplookingbackatthebones.He



isscaringusbutIcanonlyimaginehowheavyitis

forhim tobetheonetohavetotellusthiscoz

clearlyit'sbad...

Maka'Zonke:makhosipleaseputmeoutofmy

misery.

Shesaysandyoucanfeelthepainlacedinhervoice.

Maka'Zonke:anythingjustsayanything.

Makhosi:it'sdarkit'sverydarkandthebonesshow

methatwewillsearchandsearchbutneverwillwe

findheronthesurfaceofthisearth.

Hesaysandthepoorwomanscreamsapiercingcry

andKayiseholdsontoher.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Heshakeshishead.

Maka'Zonke:whathappenedmakhosi?Pleasetell

me?Mypoordaughtershehasneveroffended

anyonewhywouldthishappentoher?Whereisshe

pleasetellme?



Makhosi:Iam sorrybutthatisalltheancestorsare

willingtotellusfornow.

ThatmakesmeclosemyeyescozIcannotbeginto

imaginethepaininherheartrightnow.Shegetsup

andrunsoutsideandKayiseisonherheels.

Me:what'shappening?

Makhosi:theyarenotshowinganything,theyarenot

willingtoshowusmoreatthispointbuttheysayI

shouldtellyouthatit'scomingandit'scomingina

form wearenotexpecting.

Ifrown.

Me:cantheystopspeakinginparablesandriddles

someonejustlostherdaughtercantheytelluswhat

happenedtoherandwherewecanfindher.

Isnapfeelingannoyed.

Makhosi:shecanneverbefoundmyKing,shewas

thefirstvictim oftheenemy.That'sallIhave

becausethat'salltheycansee,weareblindedmy

Kingcompletely.

Isighandclosemyeyesatthisconfession.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER11

________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Idon'tthinkIhavebeenthisshutteredbeforeinmy

lifeandthefactthatwecan'tgetanswersmakes

everythingworse.Theguardshavesearchedbut

nothinglikemakhosisaid,Zonkeseemstohave

disappearedfrom thefaceofearthjustlikethat.Her

poormotherhasbeenbesidesherselfandseeing

herbreakingdownlikethatmademefeelguiltylikeI

somehowhaveahandineverythingthatmighthave

happenedtoherdaughter...

Myheartisheavy,yesIhaven'tknownherforthat

longbutthelittletimewespenttogetherwasgreat,

shewasaninnocentyoungwomanwhohadagreat

lifeaheadofher,shewasn'tonlyavailabletomefor

myneedsbutshewaslikealittlesisterbecause



nowandagainwewouldtalkaboutlifeandI'dtell

hermyexperiencesandadviseher.It'ssadthatwe

don'tknowwheresheisandweonlygetencrypted

answersfrom theancestors...

SinceitwasjustZonkeandhermothermyfather

suggestedthatshestayswithusalittleuntilher

childrenwhonowliveintheneighboringtownwith

theirhusbandscometogether.ThankGodforthat

becauseshewasinnopositiontobeallbyherself,

whensomeoneisgoingthroughsomethingsodeep

andpainfultheyneedpeoplearound...

Shehasbeensleepingforawhilenowinoneofthe

guestbedroomsandIcouldn'tbringmyselfto

leavingheralone,apartofmewantstobearoundto

makesurethatshegetsallsheneedsandhelpher

healfrom thistragedynonofusunderstand.

Makhosispokesolittleanditwasallconfusingbut

evensowecouldunderstandthatZonkeisnomore,

allIwishisforustoatleastfindherbodytogiveher



aproperburialandmaybethatwillgivethispoor

womanachancetodealwithitall.Shewakesup

cryingandplacingherhandontheleftsideofher

chestasifherheartisinpainbutthenagainitreally

is,Iquicklymovetothebedandsheholdsmebymy

toproughly...

Her:shewassoyoung,myZonkewassoyoung.

Tearsstream downhercheeks.

Me:mamaIam sosorry.

Sheshakesherhead.

Her:whocouldbesoeviltoharm mydaughterwho?

Me:IwishIknewsothepersoncantelluswhereto

findher.

Isaytearswellingupinmyeyes.

Her:Ididn'twanttobelieveitmyprincessIdidn't

wanttobelievethatmylastisgonebutnowIcan

feelitinmysoulthatsheisn'tbreathinganymore.

Iletthem fall.



Me:IwishIcantellyouitwillallbeokay.

Her:noparentshouldburytheirchildren.

Shesaysbutthatseemstocompletelybreakheras

shecloseshereyes.

Her:whatam Ievensaying?Idon'thaveabodyto

burynothingnotevenabone.

Me:Iwilltalktomyfatherwecangoandconsult

anothersangomaandmaybetheywillbeableto

giveustheanswersweseek.

Imummer.

Her:whatwilllifebewithouther?HowdoIevengo

onfrom suchapain?Iam devastated.

Shecriesandhearingthepainlacedinhervoice

makesmefeellikewearenotdoingenoughtohelp

her.Ienvelopemyarmsaroundherandshecriesin

myarms.Ihaveneverfoundmyselfissucha

situationandasmuchasI'm tryingIdon'tknow

whatmoretodoorsaytomakeherfeelbetterbut

thenagainsometimesbeingthereforsomeoneisall

theyneed.



__________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Knowingthatcalamityisabouttofallonmyfamily

andthewholeofUkuthulakingdom makesmefeel

likeauselessKing,Iknowsomethingbigiscoming

butIam failingtostopitnordoIevenknowwhatit

isorwhatit'scomingtodo.Ishouldbetheprotector

ofmypeoplebutIam inthedarkjustlikethem.

WhatIdon'tunderstandmoreiswhytheancestors

arenotstandingupandgearingupforwaragainst

theenemy,yesmakhosiexplainedthattheyare

blindedbywhatiscomingandtheycan'tgive

answersofwhattheycannotseethemselvesbut

can'ttheyjusttry?...

Wehavelostasoulbecauseofwhateveritisandby

thelookofthingsalotisgoingtohappenandmore

liveswillbelost.NeverinamillionyearsdidIever

thinkthatduringmyreignasKingIwouldfacesuch

aconfusingphasethatIdon'thaveaplantotackle



andgetridof.Ihavealwaysbeen5stepsaheadof

everythinginthisvillagebutnowallIcandoissit

andwaittobeattackedbyanunknownenemyand

thatissuicide,goingtowarwithoutevenonefact

aboutyouropponent...

Iam soashamedtoevenlookatthatpoorwoman

wholostherdaughterknowingthatIcannotdo

moretohelpherandletmenotmentionKayise,my

daughterlooksuptomeandsheseesmeasher

heroandthemanthatkeepsthebadguysaway

evenatheragebutnowIam stuckandthelastthing

Iwanttodoisdisappointmydaughterormakeher

feellikebeingaleaderofthiskingdom isajobfar

toogreaterforhertohandle.Thedooropensandmy

wifewalksin,Ievenforgotthatshewascoming

backtoday.Irushtoherandjustgiveherahug...

Me:OhLiyaIam sogladyouarebackhome.

Liyana:ohmylove,missedmethatmuch?

Me:youhavenoidea.



Liyana:wellIam backnow.

Me:thekingdom isonfiremyQueen.

Liyana:whatdoyoumean?

Sheasksbrushingmybackaswearestillineach

other'sarms.

Me:Zonketheprincess'shelperisnomore.

Shetensesupandquicklygetsoutofmyembrace.

Liyana:whatdoyoumeannomoreBheki?

Me:shedied.

Shecloseshereyes.

Liyana:What?When?Whathappened?

Isighdeeply.

Me:wellhermothershoweduphereyesterdaytotell

usthatZonkedidn'tcomebackhometheprevious

dayandsheneverdoesthatsowesentoutmento

lookforherandwealsovisitedmakhosibuthe

couldn'tseeanythingbutthefactthatthepoorgirlis

dead.



Liyana:ohbawo,thisissosad.

Me:makhosisaystheenemythatiscomingto

attackthekingdom istheoneresponsibleforthis

wholethingandwhateverorwhoeveritisiscoming.

Shegapsforair.

Liyana:can'twedoanything?

Me:makhosididsayit'sgoingtohappenwhetherwe

likeitornot.

Sheshakesherhead

Liyana:whereismydaughter,shemustbehurting.

Me:she'swithZonke'smotherintheguestbedroom

nexttohers.

Isayandhereyespopout.

Liyana:thewomanishere?

SheasksalarmedandIfurrowmyeyebrows.

Me:yesjustuntilherotherkidscometobewithher.

Sheswallows.

Liyana:ohokayletmegoseeKayise.



Inodandshewalksout.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

AssoonasIgotoutofthebedroom awayfrom

BhekiIexhaledeeply,Iwasholdingmybreaththe

entiretimehewastellingmeaboutZonke,itwas

hardpretendingtobeshockedwhenIknowexactly

whathappenedtothegirl.Icouldn'tgotoKayisein

thisstate,Ineedtocalm myselfdownandtakea

minutebeforeIwalkinthereandgivecondolences

tothepoorwomanwhenIam thecauseofherpain...

Imakemywaytothebathroom andlockthedoor

andbalancemybackonthewallclosingmyeyes.I

knewitwasgoingtobehelldealingwiththisthing

butnowit'sgoingtobeworsebecausehermotheris

here,Idon'tevenknowwhensheisgoingtoleave.I

gotostandinfrontofthemirrorandplacemyhands

onthesink,it'shardrecognizingthepersonstarring

backatme...



AllIwantedwasachild,justonechild.IknewwhatI

wasofferingforitandit'sdefinitelynotthis.Human

sacrificeswerenotpartofthedealbutlookatme

now,it'snopointcomplainingcozI'vealreadygave

intoitandI'm goingtohavetodealwithitandlive

withtheguiltasnothingwillchange.Isplashcold

wateronmyfaceandtakedeepbreathsbefore

walkingout.Iam abouttoknockonthebedroom

doorwhenshewalksoutgently...

Kayise:ohheymama,youareback.

Me:yesmylove,yourfathertoldmewhathappened.

Howareyoufeeling?

Kayise:sad,devastated,empty,lost,confusedjust

everything.

Shegesturesaroundwithherhand.

Me:Iam sosorry.

Kayise:thanksmabuttheonlypersonwho'spainis

shutteringishermother's.



Iswallow.

Me:howissheholdingup?

Iaskgenuinely.

Kayise:mamaIhaveneverseenanythingthisheart

wrenching.It'sevenhardtodescribeorexplainhow

she'sdoing.

Me:whathasthisworldturnedinto.

Kayise:Ijustwishwecouldfindherbodyyouknow

togiveheraproperburialandall.

Me:weshouldn'tgiveupdespiteofwhatmakhosi

saidweshouldcontinuesearchingforherbody

maybethatwillgivehermothertheclosureshe

deserveswithtime.

Kayise:Iwasthinkingthesamething.

Me:IknowthismightnotbethebesttimebutIhave

somethingtogiveyouandIwasexcitedaboutit

beforehearingaboutZonke.

IsaytakingoutthebeautifuldiamondringManzi

gaveme.



Kayise:ohwowthat'snice.

Me:justnice?

Shesmiles

Kayise:it'squiteastunner,neverseenared

diamondbefore,wheredidyoutakeit?

Me:ifounditinmymother'sbelongingswhereI

comefrom andithadalettersayingit'sformeandI

shouldpassitontoyou.

Kayise:ohthat'ssosweetmama.Gogohadtaste.

Itakeherhandandslideitonherleftmiddlefinger

anditfitsperfectly.

Me:promisenevertotakeitoff.

Kayise:I'm gonnakindahavetowhenIbathyou

know.

Ismilenodding.

Me:okaybutalwayswearityes?

Kayise:okayIpromisethanksmamait'sbeautiful.

ShesayslookingatherhandandIsighinrelief.



_______________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ihavebeenconfidedinmybedroom sinceyesterday,

alotisrunningthroughmymindandIhatethe

possibilityofwhatI'vebeenlandingonbutitonly

makessensefrom whathehadsaidtomyface

yesterday.Ididn'tevenhaveagoodnight'ssleep

becausetheencounterbecomeadream thatkept

onrepeatingitself...

Ihavebeenbattlingwithconfrontingmymotherwith

mysuspensionsbecauseIdon'twanttooffendher

buteverythingisjustpointingtothatdirection.I

thinkIshouldjustgetthisoveranddonewithsoI

canstopassumingandcrowdingmyheadwith

morethingsthatdon'tevenmakesense...

Iwalkoutofmyroom andfindherinthekitchen

makingabeadedbracelet,sheisverygoodwiththis,



sheusedtosellthem beforeshegotsickandIwas

stillinschoolthebusinessgotusthroughtough

times.Isettleonthevacantchairoppositeherand

sigh,shelooksatmeandasmileformsonherface...

Ma:wanttohelp?

Him:nothanks.

Ma:youusedtolovehelpingmebabawhatchanged.

Me:Iam justnotinthemood.

Shefrowns

Ma:areyouokay?

Me:I'm notmama,Ihavealotgoingoninmyheadit

feelslikeitwillexplode.

Ma:what'shappening?

Ibitemylowerlipandbalancemyheadwithmy

handandlookatherintensely.

Me:isbab'Menzimyfather?

ThequestioncomesoutofmymouthbeforeIcan



evenpreparemyselfproperlyfortheanswer.

Shedropsthebraceletandcontainerfullofbeads

onthefloorandlooksatmewithhorrorwrittenall

overherface.Tearswellupinhereyesandherlips

starttotremble.

Ma:Bhukhosi.

Itcomesoutasawhisper.

Me:isbab'Menzimyfathermama.

Irepeat.

Ma:whyareyouaskingmethis?

Hertearsfall.

Me:it'sasimplequestion.

Isayandherreactionhasmademyheartbeatso

fastitfeelslikeit'sgoingtojumpoutofmychest.

Her:it'snotjustasimplequestion.

Istandupbecauseit'sclearthatmonsterfathered

me,butwhywouldhehatemethismuch?

Me:justconfirm itmamaplease.



ShecriespainfullyandIam notunderstandingher

reaction.

Me:isithardbecauseyoubetrayedyourbestfriend

andIwastheproduct?Isthatwhyyouendedyour

friendshipwithMrsShezi?Youwereashamed?

IasksomeofthemillionquestionsIhaveandsheis

lookingatmehorrified.

Ma:that'snotwhathappenedBukho.

Shesaysshakingherheadvigorously.

Me:thenwhathappenedmamawhat?Whywon't

youjustconfirm andtellmethetruthbecauseI've

figureditoutheslippedupandsaidsomethingto

spillyoursecret.

Ma:youdon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutso

stop.

Me:nomamayoustopitstopthisjustsayyes

BukhosiImadeamistakeandlaidwithmybest

friendshusbandandyouaretheproductofthat.

IsayhalfshoutingcozofthisfrustrationIam feeling.

Ma:youwantthetruthBukhosi?Youwanttoshame



meonceagain?

Me:Ijustwantthetruththat'sall.

Ma:herapedmeBukhosi,Ididn'thaveanythingto

dowiththatmanbutherapedme.

ShesaysinthelowestvoiceandIblinkacoupleof

timesshocked.Mymotheriscryingsilentlylooking

downfondlingherfingersandIcan'tmovefrom this

spot,it'slikeIfrozehere.

______________________________________

Noedits.

TheHousewifee-bookcostsR80untilthe27thof

December,orderyoursnow!!!



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER12

_________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mymother'sconfessionleftmeweakattheknees,

dryinthemouthandragegoingthroughmyentire

body.Idon'tthinkIhaveeverfeltsomanyemotions

allatonceandinsucharush.Ihadtositdownon

thefloorasitfeltlikeIwasgoingtodropdownand

faintfrom theshock,myheadisburiedinmyhands

andmymother'ssobsarekillingme.Apartofme

reallywishedshecouldcomeoutandsayshemade

amistakeandmyfatherisnotMenzi...

IregretwhyIpushedthisissuebecauseIwouldn't

knowthatIam aproductofrape,Iwouldn'tknow

thatmymotherwasviolatedintheworstway

possiblebythatmonster.Tothinkthathelooksat

mewithhateandhasschemedtogetmetolosemy



jobinfuriatesmemorebecauseheshouldbe

embarrassedbywhathedidtomymothernothate

meforhisactions...

Mama:Bukhodon'thateme.

ShesaysandIquicklylookupconfusedbyherplea,

howcouldIhateherforbeingviolated.

Me:IcouldneverhateyoumamaratherIam here

wonderingwhyyoudon'tloatheme.

Mama:howwhenyouaremyentirelife?Myonly

family?

Me:youareraisingaproductofyourpain.

Mama:yeshehurtmeandthescarswilllivewithme

foreverbutyoumysonareeverything.

Me:Iam sosorrymamasorryforpushingyouinto

tellingmewhoheis.

Mama:andthefactthatIhavetolookathim living

hislifelikehedidn'tdoanythingwrongmakesmeso

angry.



ShesaysandIquicklystandupandgotoher,taking

herintoawarm embrace.

Me:everydoghasitsday.

Mama:hetookeverythingfrom meBukho,mybest

friend,mysanity,myabilitytotrustamanandleft

mesobrokenafraidtoletanyonein.

Me:doesMrsSheziknow?

Iaskandmamaholdsontometighter.

Mama:noNobuntuknowsabsolutelynothingabout

this.

Me:isthiswhyyouendedyourfriendshipwithher?

Mama:itwastheonlyway,Icouldn'tkeepherinmy

life.Itwasgoingtobehardknowingwhather

husbandhaddonetome.

Me:Iunderstand,besidesmewhoelseknowsabout

this?

Shesniffs

Mama:notasoul,Icouldn'tBukhosi,Iwasafraid

thattheywouldsayIencourageditandledhim on,



afraidthatpeoplewouldthinkIwantedhim for

myselfandIwasjealousofNobuntubutmost

importantlyIwasashamed.

SheadmitsandIsighbeforekissingthetopofher

head.

Me:youhavebeencarryingthisforsomanyyears

ohmama.

Iletatearfall,Icannotbegintoimaginehowhardit

hasbeenonherandworsesowhenIkepton

pushingandpushing.

_________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

HavingZonke'smotherherismakingmefeelvery

uneasy,Iam souncomfortableinmyownhouseand

Ikeeponthinkingshewillseerightthroughme.The

minuteherotherchildrenwalkinandcometakeher

wouldbethedayImanagetobreathagainbecause

rightnowmyhomedoesn'tfeellikemineanymore..



Iam goingthroughalotasitstandsandIdon'tneed

toseeherpainandaddtotheguiltthatisalready

eatingthroughme.IwishIcanjustsleepandwhenI

wakeupeveryonewouldhaveletthiswholeissuego

andwecanjustgobacktolivinglifethebestwaywe

knowhow...

IknowIsoundlikethedevilrightnowconsidering

thatIjustsacrificedaninnocentchildandIcome

acrossasifIdon'tcareaboutit,trustmeIdobut

youwillhavetounderstandthatthewillalwaysbe

casualtiesinwar.Mydutyistomydaughterfirst,I

havetoprotectheratallcostsaftereverythingIdid

togetherIcouldn'tjuststandbackandwatchitall

goupinsmoke.Igetoutofthemainhouseand

headtomysister'schambersatleastIdon'triskthe

chanceofrunningintothegrievingmotherinthere,I

justwalkinandNonhleislayingonherbed...

Me:wehaveaproblem.

Isaysettlingonthevanitychair.



Nonhle:wejusttookcareofoneproblem nowwe

haveanotherone?Yoh!

Shesulks.

Me:wesignedadealwiththedevilsisterandyou

knowthere'snorestforthewicked.

Nonhle:atleastyounottryingtoactrighteous.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:stopbeingaclown.

Nonhle:what'stheproblem?

Sheaskssittingupright.

Me:Zonke'smotherishere.

Sheslowlyshutshereyesindefeat.

Nonhle:what?Why?

Me:Bhekisaysshecameinyesterdaylookingfor

herdaughtersinceshedidn'tcomehomeonFriday.

Nonhle:that'sfairbutwhyisshestillhere?

Me:herotherchildrenneedtocomearoundtoget

her.



Nonhle:whycouldn'tshewaitonthem atherhouse.

Me:youknowmyhusbandanddaughterwiththeir

bighearts,theyfeltsheshouldn'tbealoneatthis

tryingtime.

Nonhle:wedon'tneedtoberunningintoher

knowingverywellwhathappened.

Me:Iknowthatokay.

Nonhle:justgetheroutofthisplaceLiyana,offerto

makeacaravailabletogetthosechildrenfrom

wherever.Whoknowstheymightbepoorandcan't

affordtransportmoney.

Me:yesmaybeIshouldhey.

Nonhle:goodnowgettoitquicklysoldier.

_____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

IhavebeentryingtogetaholdofoneofZonke's

sistersbutherphoneisnowtakingmetovoicemail.

Iam tryingtofindoutwheretheycouldbeandwhen



theywillbeabletocomeandgettheirmothernot

becausesheisahandfulandIwanthergonebut

becauseIfeellikeifsheseesherotherchildrenshe

willdomuchbetter...

IknowIwouldwanttohaveclosefamilymembers

whosharethesamepainasmenexttome,

comfortingmeandgrievingwithme.Iwalktomy

father'sstudybecauseIhavesomethingtodiscuss

withhim regardingthiswholething.Ihitmy

knucklesonthedoorandheshoutscomeinthe

from theinside.Iwalkinandheissittingbehindthe

mahoganydesksemispinninghischair...

Me:baba.

Isayinalowvoice.

Baba:sthandwasami.

HerespondsandIcanfeelitinhisvoicethatheis

troubled.

Me:areyouokay?



Hesighsdeeply.

Baba:I'vebeenbetterbaby,howisZonke'smother?

Me:shemanagedtosleepagain.

Baba:that'sgoodatleastwhenshe'ssleepingshe

isn'tfeelingthispain.

Me:that'sverytrue.

Baba:wordonherelderdaughter's?

Me:Ihavebeentryingoneonthephonebutnothing

maybetheyareontheirway.

Baba:let'shopeso,sheneedsherfamilynow.

Inodslowly.

Me:Mtimande.

Baba:Bhambolunye?

Hesaysnarrowinghiseyes.

Me:sincemakhosicannotgiveusanswerscan'twe

getasecondopinionfrom anothersangoma?

Heformshislipsinathinline.

Baba:whyhaven'tIthoughtofthat?



Me:soyoudon'thaveaproblem withthat?

Baba:absolutelynot,it'sagoodidea.Weshould

looktoexhaustallmeanstotryandfindherbody.

Me:ohthankyoubaba.

Isayandhesmilesatmebutitdoesn'treachhis

eyes.

Baba:justdistractmealittle,how'sitgoingwiththe

potentialpartners?

Me:wellatleastwehavegoodnewsinthatfront.

TheyhaveallagreedtomeetingupthisThursday.

Baba:ohthat'sgood,atleastwehaveonegood

thinggoing.

Me:True.

________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mama:wewereallgoodfriendsandwelived

peacefullyuntilwedidn't.



Me:mamayoudon'thavetotellmethedetailsand

relivethatpainfulexperience.

Mama:IhavetoBukho,IhavetosoIcanletitgo.It

hasdonenothingbuteatthroughmefor27years.

Me:wecandoitsomeothertime.

Mama:I'veavoideditit'senough.Ican'tcontinue

allowinghim tobreakmewithoutevenknowing.

Iswallownodding.

Mama:wehadagreatrelationship,Nobuntuwasnot

onlymybestfriendbutshewasasisterandwhen

sheandMenzigotmarriedIgainedabrother

becauseheunderstoodthatwhatwehadwassolid.

Bothmyparentsandbrotherdiedinanaccident

comingbackfrom thecityandIwasleftalone

devastatedandthat'swhentheysteppedupforme

likenobodydidandourbondonlygrewstronger.

Thingstookaturnwhenhestartedshowinguplate

tothehousealonebutIdidn'ttakeitsomehow

becausehewasjustabrothercomingbytoseeif

I'm okaybutwhenhestartedmakinguncomfortable

remarksandphysicalcontactIgotalarmedbut



againIthoughtIwasreadingtoomuchintoit.

Me:thatbastard!

Mama:hebecomeboldandstartedsayinghehas

alwayshadeyesformeandnotNobuntubutlife

happenedanditendedupthewayitdid-him getting

marriedtoher-tosayIwasshockedwouldbean

understatement.Icouldn'tbelievewhatwas

happeningthatIhadtolimitmyrelationswithhim

andwhenhegotworseIcalledhim outonitandhe

toldmewecansimplyjusthaveanaffairbehind

Nobuntu'sbackbutIrefusedandthatjustangered

him becausehetoldmethathewillhavemewithor

withoutmyconsentandthat'swhenIshouldhave

knownhisintentionsbutIdidn'tBukho.

Sheletshertearsfall.

Me:it'snotyourfaultmamait'snot.Thisisallon

Menzi.

Me:wellhestayedawayforawhileafterI

threatenedtotellNobuntubutonenightIhadjust

gottenbackfrom workingatthefieldsandIwasso

tiredanddirtyIwantedtotakeabatheatandsleep.



AfterrefreshingIwentoutthelittlehousethatwas

myhomeanditwasdarkoutside,youknowhow

winternightsareandbackthenwedidn'thave

electricitysoitwaspitchblack.Iwalkedbackinand

hefollowedmeinforcefullyandclosedthedoor.I

triedfightinghim butittookoneblowfrom him to

getmeofthefloorandthatbastard-

Me:shhhhmanomorepleaseIcan'thearitIjust

can't.

Isaywithmyeyesshut.

Mama:weekspassedbyandIwasneverthesame,I

didn'twanttoseethebothofthem,MenzibecauseI

loathedhim andNobuntubecauseIfeltsoguiltybut

shewassopersistentIevenhadtobetherudest

personjusttogethertobackoffandwhenIthinkof

howhurtshewasmyheartbreakssomemore.

Me:asitshouldshewasyoursister.

Menzi:IfoundoutIwaspregnantandIgot

conflictedandIfeltdirty.Ihadtogetridofhisseed

becauseIjustcouldn'tBukhosiIcouldn'tfinditin

metokeepthepain,theconstantreminderofwhat



happenedtomesoIwenttoseeourmedicine

womantogetherbsthatwillmakememiscarrybut

shedidn'thavethem thatdaysoIhadtocomeback

whenshehadgonetothemountainstodigforthe

roots.ItwasbetweenthosedayswhenIhada

dream,itwasmymothertellingmethatthechildI

am carryingisagifttome,ablessingthatwill

somedaygetthislandoutofaverydarktimeand

thedream feltsorealandsuddenlythethoughtof

killinganinnocentsoulwassendingcoldshivers

downmyspine.Themedicinewomandidn'tknow

whereIwasstayingbutsheknewIwasassociated

withMenziandNobuntusoshemetwiththatevil

manandaskedwhereIliveandIdon'tknowhowbut

shemademyconsultationwithherknowntohim

andthat'swhenhefoundoutaboutthepregnancy

andthatverydayhecamegunsblazingand

demandedthatIgobacktothemedicinewoman

andgetridofthepregnancybutItoldhim never,that

gothim boilingmadsomadthathemanhandledme

butIstucktomywordandlistenedtomymotherin

thedream ashardasitwasforme.



Me:andhejustletitgo?

Sheshakesherhead.

Mama:hewouldn'tbeMenziifhedid.Heresortedto

gettingridofme.

Igaspforair.

Me:hetriedtokillyou?

Iaskalarmed.

Mama:andhealmostdid.Iwassleepingthatnight

whenIwokeuptoablazingfiresurroundingthe

houseandifIdidn'twakeuptheroofwasgoingto

fallonmebutbyGod'sgraceIwokeuprightontime

andtookthespadeinthehousetohitthewooden

dooropenandranouttheblazingfire.HenceIhave

theseburnedmarks.

Me:sothat'swhathemeantwhenhesaidthatI

refusetodie.Thatbastard!

Mama:heisdangerousBukhosipleasestayaway

from him please.

________________________________________



•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

ItookKayise'ssuggestiontoheadanditmadealot

ofsense.Ifmakhosiisblindedthenweneedtofind

anothersangomathatwillthrowthebonesandfind

usanswers.Idon'tknowwhyIdidn'tthinkofthis

sooner,I'm notonlyconsideringitforthe

disappearanceofZonkebutalsotofindoutwhothis

enemyisandwhattheywantfrom meandmy

kingdom...

ImmediatelyafterthetalkwithmydaughterIstarted

walkingtomakhosi'splace.IwantedtowalksoIcan

clearmyheadbecauseIhavealotonmyplateandit

feelslikeImightexplodeatanymoment.It'squitea

stretchbecauseI'm usedtobeinginthecarsomuch

thatIhaven'twalkedthestreetsonthislandina

longwhile.It'searlyeveningonaSundayandthe

streetsarequietthankGodforthatbecauseIam

notinthebestofmoodstobestoppedbymypeople.

Igettomakhosi'splaceandheissittingoutside



lookingsolostinhistrainofthoughts..

Me:makhosi.

Hesnapsoutofitandlooksatme.

Makhosi:ohmyKing,towhatdoIowethepleasure?

Me:Ihavealotbutwewillgettoitsoon.Areyou

okay?

Makhosi:barelynkosiyami.Itfeelslikemyancestors

haveforsakenme.

HeadmitsandIsightakingasitnexttohim.

Me:weneedtofindanswers.

Makhosi:IknowandIhatethatIcan'tfulfillmyduty

andgivethem toyou.

Me:Iunderstandbecauseyouhaveneverfailedme

northisland.IhaveasuggestionwellitwasKayise

whoputitonthetable.

Makhosi:theprincessisknowntohaveasharp

mindsolet'shear.



Me:shesuggestedthatweconsultwithanother

sangomabutIdidn'twanttoagreewithouttalkingto

youfirst.

Makhosi:thatcouldbeasolutionbaba,wehave

nothingtolose.

Isighinrelief.

Me:canyoureferustoany?

Makhosi:Iknowonefrom KwaZakhele.Sheisgood

andpure.

Me:wouldshebepreparedtohaveustomorrow?

Makhosi:wewilltravelinthemorningmyKing.

Inod

__________________________________________

Noedits.

I'm sorryfordeliveringsolate,Igotpressedwithso

manythings.Yoursponsoredchapterwillsurely

cometomorrowasIam tiredrightnow.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER13

__________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

IstayedwithMakhosiuntillate,wetalkedaboutalot

ofthingsandwhenIgothomemywifewasalready

asleepandthanktheGodsforthatbecauseMakhosi

mademepromisenottotellasoulaboutwherewe

areheadedtothismorning,hearguedthatthewalls

haveearsandIunderstoodthatbutkeepingthing's

from Liyanaissomethingheavyformeplusmywife

andIdon'thavesecrets...

Iwokeuparound3am anddidn'tevenbothertobath,

Ijustdressedupandbrushedmyteeth.Itriedtobe

silentsotheQueendoesn'twakeupandIhaveto

answertoherastowhyIam awakeanddressedat

thishour.TiptoeingtoKayisesroom isanother

missionbutIwinitthoughasIgetinandsheis



sleepingpeacefullyinherbed,thelightoutsideher

room isbringingalittlelightInsoIcansee.Imove

toherclosetandtakethefirstdressandjerseythatI

see...

Isitontheedgeofthebedandsoftlyshakeherto

wakeup.Shegroansirritatedandtriestochange

sidesbutIshakehersomemoreandthatmakesher

jumpandlookatmeconfused,sherubshereyes

andyawnsbeforefrowningatme,IsmirkbecauseI

knowshehatesbeingwokenupfrom herpeaceful

sleep...

Kayise:baba?

theannoyanceinhervoicemakesmyday.

Me:Iam sorryforwakingyouupsoearly.

Kayise:what'sgoingon?

Me:weneedtoleavenow.

Kayise:wherearewegoingatthishourthough?



Me:babyyouaskedmetohaveasecondreading

withadifferentsangomaandIwentaboutitsonow

weneedtogoseetheperson.

Shesighsdeeply.

Kayise:mustitbethisearlythough?

Me:youcansleepinthecarKayise,hereyougoput

theseonandlet'sgo.

Shegetsoutofbedandtakestheclothes,shewalks

behindmeandchanges.

Kayise:I'm ready.

Me:okaytrytobequietplease.

Kayise:whyarewesneakingoutthought?

Me:becausethewallshaveearsKayise.

Sheshakesherheadlightly.

Istandupandtakeherhandandwewalktothe

kitchentryingsohardtonotmakeanoise.Iopen

thedoorandwemakeourwayout,oneguard

noticesusbutIsignalhim tokeepquietbyplacing

myindexfingeronmylips.



Me:mydaughterandIaregoingoutpleasedon'tlet

anyoneknowthatweleftatthishourokay?

Guard:noteventheQueen?

Me:notasoul.Infactyoudidn'tseeusleave.

HenodsandwehurrytotheSUVparkedunderthe

carshade.Idriveoffheadedtomakhositopickhim

up.Kayiseisnowfullyawakeandlookingoutside

thewindow,sheseemslostinhertrainofthoughts.

InnotimeIam outsidemakhosi'shouseandoutof

nowherethebackseatdooropensandhehopsin,

okaywheredidhecomefrom?

Makhosi:sanibonani,myking,weshouldstart

drivingbeforethesunstartscomingout.

Kayise:goodmorningbaba.

Mydaughteracknowledgeshim.

Me:greetingstoyoutooeyesoftheGods.

Idon'twaitforhim tosayanymoreIstarttheengine

hopingthatwefindanswerswherewearegoing.

_________________________________________



•QUEENLIYANA

IwakeupandBhekiisnotbesidesme,thisisafirst

indeed.Iam usuallythefirstoneoutofbedsoIcan

goandcheckonhowfarthemaidsarewith

breakfast.Islowlyremovethecoversandgetoutof

bedinthesamemanner,mywholebodyisstiffandI

canbetmymoneythatit'sallfrom carryingZonke's

heavybodyandwalkingbetweentheriverand

Manzi'sshrine...

Iwalkoutofourbedroom andheadtothebathroom.

IneedthiswatertosoothemybodysoIcanbe

readytotakeonthisdayandfacemyfamily.Isitin

thebathtubwithmyeyesclosedtryingtojustrelax

notonlymybodybutmymindaswell.Isitforlikean

hourfrequentlytopingupthetubwithhotwater.I

feelabitbetterwhenIgetout.Ilotionanddressup

beforeheadingout...

Thetableissetanditsmellsreallynice,Iwasn't



evenawareofhowfamishedIwasbutIcan'teat

beforeKayiseandBhekumbusojoinme.Ipour

myselfacupofcoffeewhileIwaitforthem.Minutes

passbybutneitherofthem joinsmeatthetable,it's

unlikemyhusband,KayiseandNonhleyesbutnot

Bheki.OnemaidpassesbythecorridorandIcall

her...

Maid:yesmyQueen?

Me:whereismyhusbandanddaughter?

Maid:Ihaven'tseenanyofthem thismorning.

Me:checkKayiseinherroom andmyhusband

somewhereoutsidebecauseheisn'tinourbedroom.

Shenodsandhurriesofftofindthem.Nonhlewalks

inbusyonhercellphone.

Me:youknowtherules.

Sherollshereyes.

Nonhle:nooneissittedyetLiyana.

Me:nophonesonthetablewhetherothersarehere



ornot.

Nonhle:what'supyourassthismorning.

Me:nothingI'm juststatingfacts.

Nonhle:mxm!

Themaidwalksbackinandshestandsnexttomy

sister.

Me:and?

Maid:wellmyQueen,theKingisnowhereoutside

andtheguardssaystheyhaven'tseenhim andhe

didn'tgooutunlesshewentpassedthenightduty

guardsandprincessisnotinherroom toonor

anywhereinthehouse.

Me:that'sstrange.

Nonhle:youknowtheyhavebusinesstheyprobably

wenttotheplantation.

Me:yesmaybe.

ShewalksawayandmysisterandIdishfor

ourselves,someoneclearstheirthroatbythedoor

andwebothlookather.Theresemblanceisthere



andthoseeyesareshowingnothingbutpainsoI

knowforafactthatshe'sZonke'smother.Myheart

dropstomystomach.

Her:Goodmorning.

Nonhle:yes,canwehelpyou?

Her:I'm sorrytodisturbbutI'm lookingforprincess

KayiseortheKing.

Nonhle:haibo!Whoareyouagain?Andisn'tthat

yourdressLiyana?

Inod.

Her:ohI'm sorryIam Zonke'smotherandthe

princessgavemethisdressshesaidtheQueen

wouldn'tmind.

Me:Idon'tmind,Ihaven'twornitinyearssoit'sokay.

Thestatementearnsmeadistastefullookfrom my

sister.

Her:wherecanIfindeitherofthem?

Me:theyarebothout,canIhelpwithsomething.

Her:Ihavebeenwaitingonmychildrentoarrivebut



itdoesn'tlookliketheywillpitch.I'vebeenherefor

twodaysnowandmyhouseisleftunattendedandI

needtogocheckonit.

Me:ohIunderstand.

Nonhle:gograbyourthings,theguardswilldropyou

off.

ShesayssoundingsorudeandIwonderifshe

doesn'thaveanounceofguilt.

Her:thankyou.

Me:IwillletyouknowyouleftandI'm reallysorryfor

whathappened.

Her:thankyoumyQueenletmegrabmyclothes

from theroom.

Shedisappears.

Nonhle:what'syourproblem wena?

Me:nowhat'syourproblem,whyareyousorude?

Nonhle:youwantmetoactallsweetandnicewhen

Iam partofthereasonwhyshe'shurting?Getyour

damnguiltincheckLiyana.



Shesayslookingsopissed.

_______________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ibarelysleptthispastnight,Icouldonlythinkand

visualizeallthatMenzididtomymother.Idon't

thinkIhaveeverhatedapersonasmuchasIhate

thatsonofagun.Tothinkheiswalkingaroundlike

hedidn'tdoanythingmakesmesoangrythatIfeel

likestranglingthelifeoutofhim buthedoesn'teven

deserveareactionoutofmehenceIam goingto

pretendlikeIdon'tknowwhathedidtomymother

andIwon'tletthefactthathefatheredmechange

thepersonIam...

Ididn'twanttoleavemymom alonebutsheassured

methatshe'llbeokaycozshefeelsmuchbetter

nowthatIknowofwhathadhappenedtoherandI

don'thateherforit,Istilldon'tunderstandwhyshe

feltlikeI'dhateherforbeingavictim ofatwisted

man.Iam gladtobebackatworkbecauseeven



thoughthisisnotmydream jobIenjoyworkinghere

andservingmyKingandhisfamily...

Ihaven'tseeneitherKingBhekumbusoandprincess

KayiseandIwashopingtothankthem bothfor

givingmemyjobbackbecausehonestlyIwould

havelostmymindifIwassuspendedindefinitely

whileIhadtodealwithmymother'sconfessionso

comingbackherewillhelpmenottothinkabout

thatalot.Someofthemaidsandguardsarehappy

toseeme,whileothersareunabletolookatmein

theeyeandI'veconcludedthattheyaretheyones

MenzihadrecruitedtodestroymylifebutIwillnot

holditagainstthem becauseattheendtheytoldthe

truth...

Menzi:whereistheKing?

Hesaysfrom behindmeandIcan'thelpbutfeelall

thefury.

Me:he'snothere.



Menzi:youshouldknowwhereheisBukhosi.

Me:wellIdon't.

Menzi:watchyourtoneboy.

HewarnsandIturntofacehim.

Me:orwhat?

Hechuckles.

Menzi:youthinkyoucanchallengeme?

Me:youthinkIam vulnerableandweaklikemy

motherwas?

Iaskandheswallowsblinkingrapidly.

Menzi:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Histoneisnolongerconfident.

Me:youknowexactlywhatI'm talkingaboutyou

pieceofshit!

Menzi:Irepeatwatchyourself,Iam anelderofthis

land,IsitintheRoyalcouncilandyouinsultingme

willresultinyoubeingfinedandadoglikeyouwill

notaffordacowtoappeasetheancestors.



Ichucklelightly.

Me:Idoubttheywouldblamemeformyreaction.

Menzi:whatam Ievendoingarguingwithabastard.

Me:abastardyousay?

Menzi:youheardme.

HerespondsandInodwhilewalkingtowardshim

andweareinchesapart.

Me:everydoghasitsdayandyoursisnotfarMenzi

Shezi.

Isayandwalkawayleavinghim towonderwhatI

know.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ihavetakenoffmyjersey,wegotherewhileitwas

darkandcoldbutnowthesunisoutandweare

burningup.Atleasttheladywefoundherehasbeen

kindenoughtogiveuswater.Iam sofrustrated,

tiredandhungrybutbabaandmakhosiseem so



patientandunderstanding.Thesangomawecame

heretoseehasbeenclosedupinherndomba

chantingandcallinguponourancestorsandhersI

assume,wehaven'tevenseenheraswearrivedto

heralreadyatit...

Afteranotherlifetimethedooropensandshe

appearslookingdefeated,sheissweatingprofusely

andshelooksreallyweak.Shespeakstothe

youngersangomaforawhilethenmakesherwayto

us,westandupquicklybutshedropstoherknees

andclapstwotimes...

Sangoma:thokozani.

Makhosi:ThokozaZanemvula.

Baba:ThokozaGogo.

MyfatheralsosaysandIknowIam nextsoletme

justfollowwhat'salreadydone.

Me:ThokozaGogo.

Irepeatwhatmyfathersaid.



Sangoma:wecangoinside.

Shegetsupandwefollowherin,butleaveour

shoesatthedoorbeforewesettleonthestrawmat.

Thesmellofimphepho(incense)ischokingbutI

holdontomydiscomfort.

Makhosi:youhavebeenatitZanemvula.

Sangoma:Iwasshownthatyou'dbecomingwith

RoyaltysoIhadtoprepare.

Makhosi:tellmeyoucanseesomethingcozIam

blinded.

Shesighs

Sangoma:it'ssodark,Itriednavigatingthroughbut

itwasdifficult.Iwalkedinthemidstofcrocodiles

andtheywereblindfoldedwithablackcloth.

Baba:whatdoesthatmean?

Sangoma:myKing,theNgwenyaancestorsare

blindedtoseeinganythingatthispoint.

Baba:can'ttheyfight,whatareyourancestors

saying?



Sangoma:Iwastoldthatyoushouldcontinueliving

yourlifebecausethisissupposetohappensothata

greatevilcanbebanishedoncemorefrom yourland

andthistimeforgood.

Ifrowncozshe'ssayingnothingmorethanjust

riddles

Makhosi:Sothere'snothingwecandotostopit?

Sangoma:absolutelynothingfornow.

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:whataboutZonke?Herbody?

Sangoma:thegirlisnolongerinthelandofthe

living,hersoulistrappedandherbodykeptasa

present.

Me:bywho?

Sangoma:unfortunatelyIcannotsee.

Thiswasabsolutelyawasteofsleepandpatrol

becausewealreadyknewthis.Iplacemyhandon

myforeheadandbrushit.

Sangoma:princesswheredidyougetthatring?



SheasksandIholdoutmyhand.

Me:mymothergaveittomeitwasmy

grandmother's.

Shetakesmyhandandlooksatitbeforeburpingso

loud.

Makhosi:everythingokay?Whatdoyousee?

Sangoma:theresomethingaboutitbutIcan'tputa

fingertoit.

Ifrown.

Makhosi:coulditbethatitbelongedtosomeone

who'salreadypassedon,weallknowhowquickly

youreacttothedeadsproperties.

Sangoma:maybe.

ShesayssoundingunsureandIraiseaneyebrow.

_______________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER14

___________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Thedrivebackhomehadmefeelingsosad,thefact

thatwedidn'tevengetclearanswersbreaksmy

heartmore.Howam Ievengoingtogetbacktothe

palaceandlookZonke'smotherintheeyeandtell

heranothersangomaissingingthesamesongas

makhosi"darkness,darknessandmoredarkness",if

itdrainedoutalltheairinmylungswhatisitgoing

todotothepoorwoman?

Iam alwaysontopofthingsandIcancontrolstaff

andmakethem swinginthedirectionIdesireand

thefactthatIam unabletodoitwithadelicate

situationasthisbreaksmemore.Ithastodowitha

humanlife,someone'sdaughterandsistersoyou

canunderstandwhythisissohardonme...



Thetensioninthecarisheavy,everyoneislostin

theirownthoughts.Icanunderstandwhythough

becauseformyfatherhehastohaveanswersfor

thepeopleasthisishappeninginthekingdom he

rulesandmakhosifeelsuselesscozit'shis

responsibilitytoconnecttotheundergroundgang

andtheyarenothavingitthoseone's...

WedriveintoUkuthulaanddropoffmakhosiathis

house,hebidsusfarewellandbabadrivesushome.

It'slateafternoonandthekidsareheadinghome

from schoolandthestreetsarejustchaotic,IwishI

wasascarefreeasthem butadultingandbeing

royaltyisjustabadcombinationsometimes.We

arriveatthepalaceandit'sanormalday,guardsand

maidsgoingupanddown.Myfatherkillstheengine

andwegetoutofthecar,heholdsouthishandandI

gladlytakeit.Mymotherisinthekitchenwhenwe

getinandsheraisesaneyebrowandputstheglass

ofjuiceonthekitchenisland...



Ma:wherehaveyoutwobeen?

Baba:KayiseandIhadtoleaveearlyI'llexplainlater.

Ma:andyoudidn'tthinkofwakingmeuptotellme

this?

Baba:LiyanayouweresleepingsopeacefullyIdidn't

wannastressyouout.

Ma:ifyousayso.

Me:Iam sofamishedmama,canyougetsomeone

tomakemefoodandbringittomyroom in20

minutes.

Ma:okaybaby.

Iwalktomyroom togetmytoiletriesandthenmake

mywaytothebathroom.RememberIdidn'tbathnor

brushmyteeththismorningsoIneededtohavea

properscrubbutmakeitquickbecauseI'm

famished.OncedoneIlotionandheadtomyroom.I

settleforacomfortablesummerdressandgivemy

phonealittleattention.Afteralittlewhileaknock



comesthroughmydoor...

Me:comeonin.

Isayloudenoughforthepersontohear.Tomy

surpriseit'sBukhosiholdingatrayoffood.

Me:heyyou.

Bukho:myprincess.Ibroughtyourfood.

Me:haowhathappenedtothemaids?

Bukho:theyareallassignedtosomethingandIwas

freesoIfixedyousomething.

Ismile.

Me:nexttimetellmetocomemakemyownfood.A

manlymanlikeyourselfshouldn'tbegoingaround

beingbusyinthekitchen.

Bukho:Ireallydon'tmind.I'm usedtotakingcareof

mymom soitwasn'tatrainsmash.

Me:suchagentleman.

Helicksthosejuicylips,makingmethinkofthings



thatmakemypantiesmoist.

Bukho:howareyoudoing?IheardaboutZonke.

Hemakesmesnapoutofmydeliciousthoughtsand

Isigh.

Me:it'ssopainfulBukhosi,Ican'tbelieveshe'sno

more.

Bukho:Iknowandthemaidsarescaredthatthey

mightbethenextvictim towhoeverdidthistoher.

Me:theyshouldn'tworrycozwedon'tknowallthe

informationatthispointbutI'lltalktothem and

calm them downandpromisetransportationtoand

from workafterIdiscussitwiththeking.

Bukho:youaresuchaconsiderateperson.Your

heartisbeautiful.

Iblushlookingdown

Me:thankyou.

Bukho:hereeatbeforeitgetscold.

HehandsmethetrayandourhandstouchasIreach

forit.IgaspatthesparkIfeltandheislookingat



meintenselylikehejustfeltittoo.Oureyesare

lockedandandIam feelingsomethingdrawmeto

thisboylikehowgravityholdsusdowntothe

ground.OutofnowhereIplacethetrayonthebed

andgoclosertohim thattheournosesarejustan

inchapart.HeswallowsandIclosemyeyesandfind

hisdarkthicklips,theytouchalittleandIgofurther

andkisshislowerlipwhilehisscentintoxicatesme.

Idon'tthinkI'veeverfeltsostronglytowardsaman.

Hepullsawayfrom mequicklyandIopenmyeyes.

Him:I'm sorryKayisebutIcan'tdothis.

Mynamecomesoutofhismouthanditsoundsso

different.

Me:Bukhoit'sokayI-

Heholdsouthishandtosilencemebeforehe

quicklyexistsmybedroom leavingmefeelinglike

thebiggestmoronintheworld.FuckhowcouldIput

myselfouttherelikethat,Ishouldhaveallowedhim

tomakethefirstmovebutI'veseenBukhosiand

he'sreservedhewouldn'thavemadeamoveatall.

OhIam suchahoehowcouldIbethinkingabout



boyswhenIneedtogotalktoZonke'smother.My

appetitedisappearsimmediately.

_______________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Myheartisheavy,Idon'tknowwhattodorightnow.

It'shardformetoacceptthatIjusthavetositback

andwaitforwhateverattacktohappenallinthe

nameofbanishinganevilforever,I'vebeencracking

myskulltryingtodecryptthecodedmessagesfrom

theancestorsbutnothingrathertheyleavemewith

aseriousheadache...

MywifeiswatchingmeintenselyasIremovemy

clothestogoandtakeashower.Weleftearlyand

satinthesunforhourswaitingfortheSangomato

finishupsoIam notsmellingmybestrightnow.I

canseesheisdyingtoknowwherewewentandI

mightaswellputmyQueenoutofhermiserybefore

Igototakemybath...



Me:wewenttoconsultanotherSangoma.

Isayandshequicklystandsup.

Liyana:What?Why?

Isigh.

Me:KayiseisnottakingthiswholeZonkethingwell

andIhadtotryfindmoreanswersofwhatis

happeninginmykingdom.

Liyana:Iunderstand,whatdidtheSangomasay?

Sheasksfoldingherarms.

Me:nothingnewmylove.Thesameasmakhosican

youimagine.

Isaylookingatherstraightinthefaceandtomy

surpriseshesighsinreliefandcloseshereyes.

Liyana:ohGod.

Me:areyourelieved?.

Iaskshocked.

Liyana:nonono.BhekumbusonoIam defeated

howcouldIberelievedatourdoom.



Shesaystakingmyhandsintohers.

Me:it'sjustsofrustrating.

Liyana:whydidn'tyoutellmeyourplansthough,we

areateam weshouldhavegonethroughthis

experiencetogether.

Me:makhosiadvicedmetokeepittomyself

becausethewallshaveears.

Sheraisesaneyebrow.

Liyana:whatandyoukeptmeinthedarktoo?I'm

yourwifeBheki!

Me:IknowandI'm sorrybutIhadtolistentohis

advice.

Liyana:butyoushareditwithKayise.

Me:becausethiswholethingwasheridea.

Liyana:wowIdidn'tthinkmyownhusbandwouldn't

trustmebuttrustourdaughter.

Me:myloveit'snotlikethat.

Liyana:it'sexactlylikethat.



Shesaysandstormsoutoftheroom angryandI'm

juststandingtherewonderingwhyshe'sfuming.

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

HowthehellwouldBhekumbusogotoconsult

anothersangomawithoutmyknowledge.Iam his

wifeforGodssakebutlikealwayshehadtoregard

Kayisebeforemeoranyoneelseandthatisjustso

frustrating.Iam moremadbecausetheoutcomes

ofthatconsultationwouldhavebeenthelastofme...

Iam soscaredIwon'tlieandIdidn'twanttostayin

thesameroom ashim andendupsayingmorethan

Ishouldhaveandgavehim areasontobe

suspeciousofmecozIalmostgavemyselfaway

from sighinginreliefsoimaginehowImighthave

incriminatedmyself.Ihadtocalm downandIcan

onlydothatinmysister'spresence.Igettoher

chambersandburstinwithoutknocking,sheand

Menziareineachother'sarmskissingandIjustroll



myeyes...

Me:really,soyounowdoyournonsenseintheday?

Andyourdoorisnotevenlocked.

Isayandtheyletgoofeachother.

Nonhle:youshouldhaveknocked.

Irollmyeyesatthiscockywoman.

Me:doyouknowwhatthekingwilldoifhefindsout

aboutwhatyouaredoinginhispalace?

Nonhle:areyougoingtotellhim?

Sheaskswithanattitudeandfoldsherarms.

Me:Menziexcuseus,I'm sureNobuntuiswaitingfor

you.

Heswallowsandgrabshisjacketembarrassed.

Nonhle:Iwillcallyouokay.

Hedoesn'tacknowledgeherbutquicklyleavesthe

room.

Me:heismarriedsisi.



Nonhle:Iknowthat.

Me:thenwhyareyoudoingitstill?

Nonhle:whyarejudgingme?

Me:whatyouaredoingiswrong.

Shechuckles.

Nonhle:thatwordshouldn'tevenexistinyour

vocabularyLiyana.You'vedonemorethanwrong

thingsinyourlife.

Iswallow.

Me:ohwow.

Nonhle:stopplayingJesusandleaveMenziandI

alone.

Me:youareagrownwomansoI'llmindmybusiness.

Nonhle:goodnowwhydidyoujustburstinmyroom

likeamadman.

Isighandsettleontheedgeofthebed.

Me:canyoubelieveBhekiandKayisewentto

consultanothersangomaandhedidn'ttellme.



Nonhle:allowthem tofeelliketheyhavetried

everythingtouncoverthetruth.

Me:don'tyouunderstandthattheymightfindout

thetruth.

Nonhle:youaresuchaweaklingLiyana.No

sangomacanseethiscomingManziassuredus.

Theonlywaytheyaregoingtofindoutisifyoudon't

stopactingthiswayeachtimetheconversation

aboutthisisbroughtup.

Igaspforair.

Nonhle:nxa!

Sheclickshertongueannoyed.

_________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Maka'Zonke:wewillneverfindmybabyKayisewill

we?

Shewipeshertears

Me:Iam sosorrymama.



Isayfeelingsouseless.Icametotellherthe

outcomesoftheconsultation.WhenIwaslooking

forherbackatthepalaceIwastoldthatsheleftin

themorningandIcouldn'tsleepwithoutseeingher.

Maka'Zonke:IhaveacceptedthatsheisnomoreI

justwantherbody.

Me:IwishIcoulddomoreforyouandyourpeaceof

mind.

Maka'Zonke:youandyourfatherhavedoneenough

mydear.Youtwohavebigheartsweareblessedto

haveleaderslikeyou.

Me:Iwantyoutoknowthatyoucancometothe

palaceatanytimewhenyouneedanything.

Maka'Zonke:Iappreciatethatsomuchmydaughter.

Me:haveyourelderstchildrenarrivedyet?

Maka'Zonke:yestheybotharrivedbuttheystepped

outbeforeyougothere,theywenttofetchwaterat

theborehole.

Me:ohokay.Pleasemanagethis.

IplaceastackofmoneyItookfrom myfather.



Maka'Zonke:ohmychildIcouldn'tplease.

Me:pleaseuseitplease.

Maka'Zonke:myGodwillblessyouabundantly.

Me:Amen.

Maka'Zonke:letmemakeusacupoftea.

Inod.

_____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Myheadhasbeenallovertheplacesincethe

princesskissedmeearliertoday.Idon'tthinkIhave

everbeenshockedinmylife,shetookmeby

surpriseanditleftmefrozen.Ifeelsobadwith

regardstothewayIreactedbutthatwasanintense

momentforme,IfeltthingsthatIhaveneverfeltin

mylifeandbeforeIcouldactonitIhadtostayclear

ofher...

Sheisaprincess,royaltyandthere'snowayshecan



takealikingintoaguylikeme.Ihavenothingto

offerherandshedeservesthebestinthislife.

MaybethiswholeZonkethingisweighingheavyon

herandheremotionsdroveherintokissingmeafter

allgrievemakespeopledothingstheywouldn't

normallydo.Ihavebeensittinginthischairever

sinceIfinishedwashingthedishesafterourdinner

andmamagotknockedoffbythepillssosheretired

tobedearly.Iam notsureofhowthingswillbe

betweenusfrom hereonwardsbutIpraywecanget

pastthis,aknockcomesthroughandIfrown

wonderingwhoitcouldbesolate.Igotoopenand

theshockwhenIseetheprincessatmydoorstep...

Me:ZamaNgwenya?

Isayandsheislookingatmewithwarm eyes

Kayise:Iam sorryforshowingupsolate,Iwas

passingbyfrom Zonke'shouse.

Me:it'sokay.

Kayise:canwetalk?



Me:sure,comeonin.

Kayise:thestarsareverybeautifulintheskyandthe

breezeissorefreshinglet'stalkoutside.

Inodandwalkoutclosingthedoorbehindme.We

headtothebenchunderthetreeandsit.

Me:howishermotherholdingup?

Kayise:it'sveryhardonherhey.

Ijustnodandthere'ssilencebetweenus,aftera

minutesheclearsherthroat.

Kayise:Iam sosorryforbeingthatforwardearlier

on,Iwasn'ttryingtodisrespectyouandyour

girlfriend.

Me:Idon'thaveagirlfriendZamaNgwenya.

Sheshootsmealook.

Kayise:thenwhy?Whydidyoustorm outlikethat?

Me:Iwasjustshockedthat'sall.

Kayise:it'snotbecauseyoudon'tlikeme?

Me:IlikeyoutrustmeIlikeyoualot.



IsaysofastitsoundslikeI'm desperate.

Kayise:thenwhyhaven'tyoumadeamove,Imean

I'veshownyouacoupleoftimesthatIlikeyou.

Me:Iam justanobodyMtimande,Ican'tofferyou

anythingyoudeserve.

Kayise:don'ttalkaboutyourselflikethatBukho.I

seemuchmorewhenIlookatyouandtalktoyou.

Me:youareaprincessandmeyouremployee.

Kayise:Idon'tcareaboutthat,youhavedreamsand

Iknowyouwillbegreat.Theheartwantswhatit

wantsyouknow.

Ismileather.

Me:youaresobeautifulZamaNgwenya.

Kayise:beautifulenoughtomakemeyours?

Ichuckle.

Me:youaresobold,that'soneofthethingsI

appreciateaboutyou.

Shepoutsandhereyesglow.



Kayise:sowhatdoyousay?

SheasksandIlookatherdeepintheeyeslikeIam

readinghersoul,everyinchofmypersonphysically

andspirituallyfeelsthisisright.Idon'trespondwith

mywordsbutIbringmyfaceforwardandmylips

findhers,theyaresosoftandtheytastelikesugar

andIguessit'sfrom herlipbalm becausetheselips

arealwaysmoisturized.Ourlipsdancetogetherina

rhythm andIputonehandaroundherwaistandpull

hertome,herarmsgoesaroundmyneck.Wekissa

whileuntilshepullsout.

Kayise:okaythatwasuhm muchmorethanIhad

imagined.

Iclearmythroat.

Me:weaim toplease,sohowisthisgoingtoplay

out.

Kayise:canIjustenjoythismomentcozIjustshoot

myshotanddidn'tgetrejected.

Ilaugh.

Me:thisisnotyouplayingaprankonmeright?



Shetakesmyhandandplacesitonherleftsideof

thechest,herheartisbeatingsofast.

Kayise:doesthatsoundlikeabeatofaprank?

Me:Icouldswearit'sabeatofawomaninlove.

Ijokeandsheraisesaneyebrow.

Kayise:thatwouldn'tbefarfrom thetruth.

IlookatherintheeyesandwhatI'm feelingis

foreignandamazing.

Me:couldn'thaveguessedthatmyMondaywould

endthisway.ThankyouforcomingZamaNgwenya.

Kayise:Ilovehowyoucallme.

CansomeonepinchmesoIknowthisishappening

forrealandit'snotjustapleasantdream.

___________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER15

___________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Dinnerwasawkwardasmywifeisstillmadatme

forgoingwithKayisetothesecond"opinion"

consultationandkeepingitfrom heraswellbutshe

hastounderstandthatthisisadelicatematterand

justbecauseIdecidedtokeepittomyselfuntilit

hadhappeneddoesn'tmeanIwasn'tgoingtotellher

orItrustheranyless.IlovemywifeandI

understandherfrustrationsbutsometimesshecan

blowthingsoutofproportion...

Weareinourmatrimonialbedroom andthetension

isstillverymuchlingeringbetweenus.Iam laying

flatandfacingherassheissittingupstraight

balancingontheheadboardandreadingaNovel,

sheisfocusingonitsomuchherfacialexpression



isoneIcannotmakeupbutIknowshe'smadatme

justnotsuretowhatextent...

Icomeclosertoherandmovemyhandtoherthigh

underthecoverwhilekeepingmyeyesonhertosee

howshewillreact.Shedoesn'tflinchbutrestsher

eyesontheliteraturesheisindulgingin.Imovemy

handupandthatearnsmeaseriousstarefrom herI

stopinstantly...

Me:Iwanttomakelovetomywife.

Shehuffs.

Liyana:Iam notinthemoodBheki.

Me:areyounotreallyinthemoodoryouaredenying

mebecauseyouaremadatme?

Liyana:whicheveroneisacceptablebyyou.

ShesaysandInarrowmyeyes.

Me:don'tusesexasaweapon.

Liyana:IsaidIam notinthemoodorisitbyforce?



Inodslowly.

Me:absolutelynot,Icouldnevermakeyoudo

anythingyoudon'twanttodo.

Isaygettingoutofbed.

Liyana:andwhereareyougoing?

Me:I'm goingtogetsomewater.

Shedoesn'trespondbutlooksatherbookagain.I

walkoutandthelightsareoffsoit'sdarkbutnot

hardtonavigatemywaytothekitchen.Idon'tbother

toswitchonthelights,Ijustgotothefridgeand

takeoutbottledwaterandsettleonthebarstool.

Someoneunlocksthedoorfrom theoutsideandIsit

uprightandwatchthedoortoseewhoitisatthis

hour,it'sKayise,she'stryingtonotmakeanoise.

Shehasn'tnoticedmeandwhensheturnsafter

lockingagainshejumpstothesightofmefolding

myarms.

Me:andthen?



Shesmilesanervoussmile.

Kayise:Baba,hey.

Me:whereareyoucomingfrom thislate?

Kayise:IwenttoseeZonke'smother.

SherespondsandIfarrowmyforehead.

Me:at22:30reallyMtimande?

Kayise:welosttrackoftimebaba.

Me:I'm sureyoudid.

Ichucklelightlyshakingmyhead.

Kayise:andwenawhyareyousitinginthedark?

Isighandshesettlesonthevacantbarstoolopposit

me.

Me:yourmotherisstillunhappywithmefornot

tellingheraboutthesecondopinion.

Sherollshereyesbored.

Kayise:yourwifemustjustrestshame.

Me:don'tletherhearyousaythat.



Kayise:doIlooksuicidal?

Ichuckleasshegetsupfrom thestoolandcomes

tomysideandkissesmycheek.

Kayise:GoodnightBhekumbuso.

Ismile

Me:Goodnightsthandwasami.

_____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Whatmymothersaidtomereallyleftsome

heavinessinmyheartbutapartofmewasholding

ontothehopeshegaveme,ahopethatIwillhavea

childofmyownandpreventanotherwomancoming

intothispalaceandtakingwhatismine,thethrone

andmostimportantlyBhekumbuso'sheart.Ididn't

sleepawinklastnightandmyhusbandisstill

snoringnexttome,Iam fullydressedandwaiting

fortheroostercrowtomakeit'sfirstsoundofthe

daysoIcangomeetmama...



Rightontimethecrowmadeasoundandthatwas

myqueue,Igetoutwithoutanyoneseeingmeand

it'sstilldarkandIam scaredbutthedetermination

inmeispushingmeforwardtotheriver.AsIarriveI

findmymothersittingontheriverbankwithher

eyescastonthestillwaters...

Me:mama.

Icalloutandshequicklylooksatme.

Ma:youarelateLiyana.

Isigh.

Me:IcameasquickasIcould.

Ma:let'sgo.

Shestandsupandroughlyclapsmyhandandleads

mecrosstheriverwheretheybuiltabridgetocross

totheothersidewherethefirewoodisin

abundance.SheiswalkingsofastthatIfindmyself

runningalittletocatchup.Idon'tknowwherewe

aregoingbutthedirectionisscary,witheverymetre



wecoverthehairsonmybackstand.Afterthe

longesttimewearriveinthiscreepyplace,wherea

hutstandsinthemiddleandthesmellofmutifills

theatmosphere.IstoponmytracksasIfigureout

whereweare.Shestopswhenshedoesn'thearmy

footstepsfollowingbehindher...

Ma:haibowhat'swrong?

Me:thisplacemamauhm no.

Shecomestome.

Ma:doyouwantachildLiyana?

Me:withallmyheart.

Shestepsaside.

Ma:proveit.

Iswallowandthinkforaminute,thinkofeverything

thatisleaningonthischild.Isighandwalkfoward.

Ma:nowthat'smygirl.



Shefollowsbehindmeandweheadtothehut.This

placeisscary,dark,uncomfortablenoisescome

from thebushandifyoulistencarefullyit'slike

peoplearescreamingforhelp.Iam nervousandifI

couldIwouldrunbacktothepalacebutapalace

thatwillfindmyreplacementbecauseIcan'tgive

them anheir?

Shebendsdowntotakeoffmyshoesandthenhers.

MamaknocksandIswallowasshepushesthe

corrigatedirondooropen.Amanasscaryasthe

creaturestheoldwomaninthevillageusedto

discribetousduringfolktales,hisfaceishiddenby

beadeddreadlocksandhe'sinnothingbutsangoma

clothsandthehuthasalltypesofskullshanging

from theroof,bottlesarefilledwithdifferenttypes

ofcreaturesbutmostlysnakes.Howthehelldoes

mymotherknowthisplaceandiscomfortablelike

this?

Ma:ThegreatMamba.

Shesayswiththewidestsmile



Mamba:Sisi,pleasesit.

ShegoesdowntosettleonthestrawmatandIjoin

her.

Ma:thisisLiyana.

Mamba:howcanIforgetmyown?

TheybothchuckleandI'm leftfeelingconfused.

Ma:weneedyourhelpyouknow.

Mamba:Ifiguredthat'swhyyouarehere.

Ma:welltheroyalcouncilwantsachildbeforetaking

hertotheforesttoofficiateherplacement.

Hesmiles.

Mamba:wheredoIhelp?

Ma:theyarestrugglingtoconceiveMamba,helpmy

childortheywillreplaceher.

Mamba:Icandoabsolutelyanything,Icangive

everyonetheirheartsdesiresolongastheygiveme

somethinginreturn.

HesayslookingatmeandremovingthebeadssoI



canbeeyetoeyewithhim andthoseredbigeyes

sendchillsdownmyspine.

Mamba:howbaddoyouwantachild?

Me:withallmyheartbaba.

Mamba:whatareyouwillingtogive?

Me:anythingabsolutelyanything.

Isaywithouteventhinkingaboutit.Hesmilesand

burpssoloudandstartschantingsomething

inaudibleandclosinghiseyesmakingmovesthat

rattlethosebeads.

Mamba:myancestorwillgiveyouagirlchild.

Isighinrelief.

Me:Idon'tcareaboutthegender.

Mamba:thegreatKingofthewaterneedsawife,he

islonelyandcannotrulewithoutaQueen,tothank

him forblessingyouheasksforyourdaughters

handinmarriage.

Me:what!Youwantmydaughtertobemarriedtoa

spirit?



Iaskshocked.

Mamba:sheisn'tyourdaughteryetLiyana.

Me:howcanaspiritandahumanevenbemarried?

Iaskbecausewhatheissayingisn'tmakingsense

buthechuckles.

Mamba:youwantadaughterhewantsawife.

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'sfair,tomarryoffasoultoa

deitybeforesheevenarrivesintheworld.

Ma:Liyana,it'sjusttostrengthenthekingdom,they

willrulethelandwell.

Me:howwilltheyruleifhe'saspirit.

Mamba:whenthetimeisrighthewilltakephysical

form andyourdaughterwilllovehim andbehappy,

becomethemostpowerfulQueentoevergracethe

landandbearmanysonsanddaughters.

ItsoundtemptingbutnoIjustcan't.

Ma:Liyana!

Shecallsannoyed.



Me:nomamait'snotright.

Mamba:Nomcebotakeyourdaughterandleavemy

shrine,myancestorsdon'thavetimetowasteand

congratulationsbecauseinlessthanayearyour

youngestNonhlewillbecrownedQueenandshewill

beheavilypregnantwiththeKing'ssonandtakento

theforesttoofficiateeverything.

Igapsforair.

Me:mysisterwillbemyhusband'swife?

Tearswellupinmyeyes.

Mamba:notunlessyouchangefate.

Ijoltawake,pantingandsweatingprofusely,my

nightdressiswet.WhythehelldidIhavetodream

aboutsomethingthathappenedmorethan20years

ago.IpeepatBhekiandheiscompletelyoutofit.I

getoutofbedandlookatthewatchonthepedestal

andseethatit's04:13am.Ineedtochangethis

sleepwear.

___________________________________________



•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

IsleptsopeacefullyandwokeupfeelinglikeIam on

topoftheworld,buthowcouldInotwhenthemost

beautifulgirlinthiswholeworldcamehereandtold

meexactlyhowshefeelsaboutme.Ineverthought

onedayIwouldfindmyselfsuchaloving,fierce,

ambitiousanddowntoearthwomanandshewould

wantmeandnotevencareaboutmylevelin

society...

Sheleftherelatelastnightaswelosttrackoftime,

wewerejusttalkingandtalkinglayingonthestraw

matwatchingthesky.Icanstillfeelherlipsonmine

andherwhispersinmyeartellingmehowsurreal

thisfeelsandshekeptofsniffingmeandclosing

hereyeswiththewidestbeautifulsmileplastered

acrossherface...

ZamaNgwenyahasturnedmyworldupsidedownin

lessthat24hours,Ifeelbrandnewandthese



butterfliesinmystomachwon'tgoaway.Iam inthe

kitchenmakingmymothersoftporridgebeforeI

leaveforwork.Iam listeningtotheradiowhena

songbyDjMerlon_Thembalanistartsplaying,I

smileandsingalongafterincreasingthevolume...

"Hambilumhlabawonkemtanomuntuazang

ngimthol

omunyofananawe

hambileumhlabawonkethembalamiazang

ngimthol

omunyofananawe

(Awehawehazangimtholeomunyofananawe)

Nguwewedwonegunyalokungbizangegamalam

phela

wenaumatshingelon

iphakathilamimakenimbukemakahambangisho

kwelizayo



ngizokhethawenawooooawehawehazangimthol

omunyofananawe

Awehawehazangimtholomunyofananawe.

sengbabhekilabanyeohuhhhuhuhohhhhaa

ohhhooaa

uhuhhhhhaaohoaohoa

Igamalakholibhaliwenhliiiizweniyami..."

Iam singingatthetopofmylungswhenthevolume

suddenlygoesdownandIquicklylookbackandit's

mymom withhereyebrowraised...

Mama:haiboBukho,somuchnoiseinthemorning.

Me:Iwasstillenjoyingthatyouknow.

Mama:youcanstilldoatanormallevel.

Me:killjoy.

Mama:whyareyouinsuchagoodmood?

Ismile.



Me:Ihavealottobegratefulfor.

Mama:Bukhonottoseem likeIwanttopullyou

backkodwahowcanyoubegoodafterwhatI

disclosedafewdaysago?

Isigh.

Me:Ijustchosenottodwellonit.

Mama:baba,don'tputitatthebackofyourhead.

Weneedtotalkaboutit.

Me:wedidandwearenotgoingtoallowhim topull

usback.

Mama:Ikeptitwithmeanditatethrougheveryday

butnowthatItoldyouIfeelbetterandIalsowant

youtotalkaboutitsoyoucanmoveonfrom it.

Me:IknowbutIpromiseI'm good.Menziisadog

andhedoesn'tdeservemewastingmytimeasking

myselfhowhecouldbethatevil.TheonlypersonI

feelsorryforishiswife.Sheislivingwithabastard

thatwillneverchange.

Shenarrowshereyes.

Mama:whatdoyoumean.



Isigh.

Me:nothingIam justsaying.YourporridgeisreadyI

needtoleave.

Mama:haoyouarenoteatingwithyourmother?

Me:IwishIcouldbutZamaNgwenyadoesn'thavea

personalhelpersoIam goingtobeassistingher.

Mama:haoyourefertoherwithsuchabeautiful

name,isshethereasonwhyyouareinsuchagood

mood?

IchucklefailingtokeepmyfaceincheckandIknow

ithasalreadysoldmeoutdamnit!

Me:haveagreatdaymaI'llseeyoulater.

Ma:haibobuyalasisakhulumaphela(comebackwe

arestilltalking).

Iam outthedoorbeforeshecansaymore.

___________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA



Iwokeupearlyinthemorningandfreshenedup

beforeheadingtothekitchen,Ifoundthemaids

abouttostartwithbreakfastandaskedthem togo

findsomethingelsetodoasIwasgoingtobethe

onepreparingbreakfastformyfamily.Ijustfeltlike

doingsomethingniceforthem andwhatbetterway

thanpreparingthem themostimportantmealofthe

day...

IwentalloutanddideverythingIcouldthinkofand

thetableissetandready,waitingforeveryoneto

comeandsettledowntoindulgeinthedelicacies

preparedbyyourstruly.Igofetchthejuiceandwhen

Iwalkbackinthedinningroom myfatherispulling

outachair...

Baba:mydaughterinanapron?

Ichuckle

Me:Icookedbreakfast.

Baba:ohWhoareyouandwhatdidyoudowithmy



daughter?

Irollmyeyes.

Me:it'sstillmesochilloutandenjoy.

Baba:chillout.

Hemimicsme.

Me:watchitBheki.

Iwarnandhechuckles.Myauntwalksin.

Nonhle:ohthisissomefivestarthings.

Ismileproudofmyself.

Me:sitdownandenjoyaunty.

Nonhle:youcooked?

Ibowdown.

Me:youguessedright.

Nonhle:youarereadyformarriagethen.

Baba:youcansaythatagain.

TheybothlaughasBukhosicrossesmymind.

Mymothershoutslikeamadwomanfrom the



corridor.

Mama:Kayise!

Ifreezeforaminuteassheappears.

Baba:haiboLiyanawhyareyoushoutinglikethis,is

everythingokay?

Shejustlooksatherhusbandandsaysnothing

Mama:wenawhereisyourring?

SheasksfuriousandIholdoutmyhandandit'snot

there.

Me:Imusthaveleftitinmyroom whenIwastaking

mybathI'llgofinditafterbreakfast.

Mama:noKayise,youleftitinthebathroom whatif

oneofthemaidsfounditanddecidedtokeepitfor

themselves?

Me:Iam sorry.

Mama:thatwon'tcutit,youshouldhavejustsaid

youdidn'twantit.ThisisthelastthingIhaveofmy

motherandIthoughtyou'dappreciateitbutIwas

wrong.



Ifeelsobad.

Me:IwanttowearitandIappreciateitsomuch,I'm

sorry.

Mama:wearitorbringitback.

Nonhle:calm downshesaidshe'ssorry.

Mama:stayoutofthis!Iam talkingtomychildmine.

Shesnapsatmyaunt.

Me:I'm sorrymama.

Shedropsitonthetableandleavestheroom.

Baba:whatwasthat?

Nonhle:she'sjusthavingoneofthosedays.

Me:hectic!

Itaketheringandputitonbeforedragonlady

comestoattackme.

Baba:sitdownbabylet'seat,I'lltalktoherlater.

Nonhle:andkeepthediamondon.

Shesayswithasmile.



AfterbreakfastIclearedthetableanddishedoutfor

myboyfriend,ohitfeelsgoodsayingthat.Ihaven't

seenhim todaybutIaskedoneofthemaidswhere

heisandshesaidhe'snormallyatthebackinthe

morning.Iwalkthereandhe'sonachairholding

somepapersandapen...

Me:it'srudenottosaygoodmorningtoyour

girlfriendyouknow.

Helooksuptoseemeandsmilesthatpanty

droppingsmile.

Bukho:ZamaNgwenya,howareyoumunt'omuhle

(beautifullady)?

Iblushandwalktowardshim.

Me:Iam okayhey,whataboutyou?

Bukho:Iam verywellnami.

Me:Ibroughtyousomefood,Imadebreakfast

today.



Bukho:ohwow,youcooked?mustbefeelinggood

aboutsomething.

Me:definitely,there'sthisboythatdrivesmeinsane

thatIhadtocookforhim.

Hechuckles.

Bukho:someguysarelucky.

Heuncoverstheplateandbitesthesausage.

Me:IwishIcouldwatchyoueatbutIneedto

preparesomethingformymeetingthisThursday.

Bukho:thankyouforthefoodandhavealovelyday.

Ikisshim slowlyplacingonehandonhischeek.

Me:myroom lateronplease.

Iwinkathim andleave.

__________________________________________

Noedits.

PreorderTheHousewifeforjustR80untilDecember

27th.Yoursupportwillbehighlyappreciated.Make



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER16

___________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ineedtohaveawordwithmywifeinregardstohow

sheactedthismorning,Ididn'tappreciateher

lashingoutonourdaughterbecauseofaring,aring

shemostprobablyforgotbecauseshewasina

hurrytodosomethingniceforusbycooking

breakfast.YessheismadatmefortellingKayise

andnotherbutshemustbeangrywithmeandnot

mydaughterbecausethatwilljustcauseserious

problemsbetweenus...

Iam onmywaytothepalacefrom thetimber

plantation,IhaddocumentstosignsoIaskedthat

theydonotdropthem offbecauseIwillbecoming

tocheckonhoweverythingisgoingsoI'dsignthen.

Thebusinessisgrowingandwearetocoveranother



pieceoflandtoexpand,it'sexcitingandhonestlyit

istheonlythinggoingrightandIcanstillhave

controloversoitwillsomehowbemysanctuary,a

placewhereIwillescapemyhushreality...

Wegethomeandtheguardopensmydoor,Iclimber

outofthecarandheadtothemainhouse,itislate

afternoonalreadyandthemaidsarewrappingup

everythingtoretirefortheday.Igreetthem and

headstraighttoourbedroom,Ijustwanttobeoutof

thissuitandintosomethingcomfortable,soonasI

openthedoorLiyanaissittingontheedgeofthe

bedwithherheadburiedinherhands,Idon't

acknowledgeherbutwalkinfurtherandtakeoffmy

blazer...

Liyana:Bheki.

Shesaysinalowtone.

Me:yes?

Liyana:Iknowyoumustbedisappointedwithme.



Me:youthink?

Ihearhersighdeeply.

Liyana:IoverreactedIknowandI'm sorry.

Me:youshouldbeapologizingtoyourdaughter.

Liyana:andIwill.

Me:whatiswrongwithyoulately?

Iaskturningtofaceher.

Liyana:Iam justsostressedbyeverythingweare

facing.

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:Iunderstandit'stoomuchbutyouneedtokeep

yourcomposure,youcan'tactonemotions.

Liyana:I'lltry.

Me:youaretheQueenLiya,ifyoufallapartyouwill

givemypeopletheimpressionthatIam failingtodo

myjob.

Liyana:I'm sorryBheki.

Me:wearegoingthroughadifficulttime,orthe



worstisyettocomeandI'm goingtoneedmywife

togetthroughthiswholething.

Liyana:100%

Me:Kayiseisnotyourenemynorareyoucompeting

formyheartwithher,she'smybabygirl,myprincess

andIwilllovehersomuchinawayonlyafathercan

totheappleofhiseyeandyouaremywifeLiyaand

theloveIhaveforyouwillbedifferent.

Shebitesherlowerlip.

Liyana:Iam sorryIwilldobetter.

Me:please.

Shesmilesandcomesclosertome.

________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ican'tgetanyworkdonecozsomeoneisbusy

runningwildinmymind,isitpossibleforapersonto

fallsodeepandsofast?WhatIfeelforBukhosiis

intenseandit'sscaringmealotbutinthesamelight



iffeelssoright.Heisgoingtomakethemost

amazingKingandIknowmyfatherisgoingto

approveandbeecstaticwhenIsharethatIam with

him...

Whatweneedtodonowismakehim understand

thatIam hiswomanandheshouldstoptiptoeing

aroundmeandfeelinglikeIam toogoodforhim

becauselovedoesn'tcareaboutsocialstandards.

Thefactthathehasdreamsbeyondwhatheis

currentlydoingisenoughformetoknowthatone

dayhewillblowandbethebiggestthinghewasn't

evenreadytobecome...

IneverwantedareadymademanbecauseIdon't

knowthestrugglesoftryingtoputyourlifetogether

asIam aprincessandIwasgiveneverythingthatI

everdesired,yesI'vehadmyfairshareofproblems

butitisn'tenoughtocomparetowhatothersgo

throughonadailyjusttomakeitinlife.Aworkin

progressisenoughandwiththekindofwomanIam



IknowIwillpushhim togreatnessafterallbeing

withsomeonehastochangeyourlifeinaway...

Aknockcomesthroughtomyfather'sofficeandthe

personopensbeforeIcaninvitethem in,it'smy

mother,Isigh.Shewasn'tfriendlythismorningandI

don'tknowhowtoactrightnowasI'm still

wonderingwhyshehadtobitemyheadofflikethat...

Mama:youbusy?

Me:yesbutIcanspareaminute.

Mama:youshouldn'toverworkyourself

Ntombikayise.

Me:thatisn'tapplicablewhenyouhavedeadlines.

Shesmiles.

Mama:you'vetakenyourfather'sworkethic.

Me:Iguessso.

Mama:whatam Isaying,youhavetakeneverything

from Bheki,Ifeelrobbed.



Ichuckle.

Me:hehadthestrongergenes.

Shesmiles.

Mama:youaresuchatraitor,itwasalonghardnine

monthsmybaby.

Me:Icelebrateyouforbringingmeintothisworld.

Mama:thankyoumyprincess.

Isighandleanbackonthechair.

Me:I'm sorryIlefttheringinthebathroom.

Mama:Iam theonewho'ssupposedtobe

apologizingbaby.WhatIdidwasuncalledfor,I

shouldhaveaddressedyoulikeanadult.Iam really

sorry.

Me:it'sokay.

Mama:justthatIwassoclosewithmymotherand

whenshediedwedidn'thaveanythingof

sentimentalvaluetoremindusofher,sowhenI

foundthisringatmyrelativeshouseandtheletter

hadyournameonitIknewIhadtogiveyouapiece



ofyourgrandmotherbecausesheadoredyoubut

couldn'tlivelongertowatchyougrowintothisfine

youngwoman.

Me:Iappreciateit.

Mama:IwouldwearitallthetimebutIwantyouto

haveitsothatwhenI'm goneyou'llhavesomething

thatmeantalottomymotherandme.

Me:IunderstandmyloveandI'm sorryfrom nowon

itwillalwaysbeonthisfinger.

Shesmiles.

Mama:I'm gladwespokebaby,Idon'tlikeitwhen

there'stensionbetweenus.

Me:metoo.

Mama:Iloveyouandletmeleaveyoutofinishup

beforedinner.

Iblowherakiss.

Me:Iloveyoutoomommy.

ShewalksoutandIkindofunderstandwhereshe's

comingfrom withregardstothisring.



__________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Iwalkoutofthestudyfeelinglighter.Ishouldn't

haveoverreactedlikethatbecauseitwillmakemy

familyraiseaneyebrowatthisringsituation.Iam

justgladthatmydaughterboughtmystoryandhas

promisednevertotaketheringoffnomatterwhat.I

don'tneedproblemsfrom ManziandtheKingofthe

watersbecauseIfailedtokeeptomyendofthe

bargain...

Iwalktoourbedroom togetoutofthesehighheels

andslipintomyslippers,thedayhascometoan

endandnowI'm justgoingtorelaxwithmyhusband

oversomedrinksbeforewehavedinner.From now

I'm gettingmyacttogethernotonlytoprotectmy

marriagebuttorestorethepeaceweoncehadin

thispalace...



WenormallyrelaxintheloungesoIheadthereto

joinBhekumbuso,asIapproachIhearlaughterandI

raisemyeyebrow.Whocouldhebewith?Iwalkin

alreadyfarrowingmyforehead,it'shim andmysister

Nonhle.Sheissmilingfrom eartoearwithaglassof

wineinhand,sheistooclosetoBhekumbusoformy

liking,shehitshim onthechestandslidesdownher

hand,heisinaT-shirtandthat'stoophysical.I

freezeasIrememberthatBhekiwastomarry

NonhleifIhadfailedtobearhim achild,thisthought

andthesituationIfoundthem inmakesmyheart

beatsofastitfeellikeit'sabouttojumpoutofmy

chest...

Bheki:Liyaareyouokay?

Iplacemyhandonmychest.

Me:uhm yesIjusthadasharppainhere.

Hequicklystandsupandcomesnexttome.

Bheki:come,letmehelpyousitdown.

Me:Thankyoumylove.



Heleadsmetothecouchandsettlesnexttome.

Bheki:canIgetyouanything?

Me:aglassofwine.

Bheki:areyousure,maybewaterfornow?

Me:itwasnothingseriouslove.Winewouldbe

lovely.

Nonhle:I'llgetit.

Shesaysgettingupandgoingtothebarinthe

corneroftheroom.

Bheki:areyousureyouareokay?

Ismile.

Me:whenwasthelasttimemyhusbandfussedover

melikethis.

Hechuckles

Bheki:ohLiyana,I'm alwaysfussingoveryou.

Ikisshislips.

Me:ohyesyoudo.

Nonhle:hereyougo.



Shehandsmeaglassandsettlesonthesingle

couchfacingmyhusbandandI.Shecrossesher

legsandherthighisexposedalittle,Inarrowmy

eyesandlookatmyhusbandwho'snotpaying

attentiontomysister.

Me:sowhatwereyoutwolaughingaboutwhenI

walkedin.

Iaskthensipfrom myglass.Theylookateachother

andburstintolaughter.

________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Thisdayfeltlikeitwasdraggingsomuch.Ijust

wantedittoendsoIcangobewithZamaNgwenya.

YesI'm nervousaboutbeinginherbedroom worse

partinthepalace,itfeelslikeIam somewhat

disrespectingKingBhekumbusobydatinghis

daughterwithouthispermissionandinhishouse

butstillthatisn'tenoughtomakemewanttoback

outfrom it...



Iam soexcitedlikealittlechildwhowasjustgivena

lollipop,IflovemakesonefeelthiswaythenIdon't

wantittostop.Iwentbackhomeearlierontogo

andgetwaterformymotherandgiveherfoodso

shedoesn'thavetocook.Idon'tknowwhenI'm

goingtogethomebutit'sgoingtobelatejudging

from thelasttimeweweretogether.Mymother

wantedtoknowwhyIhadtogobacktothepalace,I

gaveheralameexcusebutshe'smymotherand

sheknowsmesoIthinkshe'salreadyputtwoand

twotogether...

Themaidsandguardswhoworkdayshiftjustleft

andIam assigningdutiestothenightshiftguards

butmypatienceforthishasranoutbecausethere's

onlyoneplaceI'dratherbethismoment.Once

everyoneisclearaboutwhattheywilldoingtonightI

takethedocumentstotheofficeandquickly

disappeartoZamaNgwenya'sroom likeshehad

askedmeto...



Sheishavingdinnerwithherfamily,shedidn'twant

toskipitandhavethem comingtoaskifshe'sokay.

Icheckoutherroom andthistimeIgiveitaproper

look,yesit'snotmyfirsttimeinherebutIdidn'ttake

mytimetolookcozthisisherpersonalspacebut

nowthatsheismygirlfriendandI'vebeeninvitedinI

canpeepalittlebutnotinvadeherprivacy.There'sa

pictureofherandherparentsonthechestof

drawersandshe'ssohappy,anotheroneisofherat

hergraduationceremony,beautywithbrains...

Kayise:Likewhatyousee?

Shesaysfrom behindmeandIturntofaceher.

Me:Ididn'thearthedooropen.

Kayise:Icanbeveryquietbaby.

Me:Iknowthatnow.

Shewalksfurtherinandcomesstraighttome,she

envelopesherarmsaroundmyneckandweareso

close,feelingherbodyonminemakesmefeelfire.

Kayise:youarethemostbeautifulmanI'veeverlaid



myeyeson.

Iblushlookingdown.

Me:thankyouZamaNgwenya.

SheplantsakissonmylipsandIjusttakeherlower

lipsucklegentlyonit,hersignaturestrawberrytaste

isstillthere,itdrivesmemoreinsane.

Kayise:won'tyourmom beworried?

Me:Iam agrownmanwithagirlfriendnow.

Isayandshegiggles.

Kayise:isn'tthatgirllucky.

Me:nahIthinkIam theluckyoneherebaby.

Kayise:I'llgetyousomefoodinajiffy.

Me:didyoucookagain?

Shefrowns.

Kayise:no,Iwasbusy.

Me:okaybosslady.

Kayise:cuddlemeplease.



Me:I'dloveto.

Wemovetoherbedandlaydown,Ibringherupand

placeheronmychest.

Kayise:I'vebeendaydreamingaboutyou,ourkids

and-

Me:ourkidshuh?

Iaskchuckling.

Kayise:yeahwehad4boysandyouwerethebest

dadever.

Ismileandkissherforehead.

Me:woulditbetooearlyformetotellyouthatIlove

you?

Shegapsforair.

Kayise:noBukho,becauseIloveyoutoo.

Iclosemyeyesasthosewordsechoinmyheart.

Thevaseonhervanitymirrorfallsandbreaksthat

wejumpabit.

Kayise:ohno,thatwasantique.



Me:that'sweird,thevasewasplacedinthecenter.

Kayise:areyousure?

Me:definitely.

Kayise:ohwellwecanalwaysreplacethatjustnot

thismomentwithyou.

ShelaysbackonmychestandIwrapmyhands

aroundhertightly.Icouldgiveanythingtostaywith

ZamaNgwenyalikethisforever.

____________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER17

___________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

WebreakthekissandIlookathim withthewidest

smileonmyfacebeforeIhideonhischest...

Me:babypleasedon'tgo.

Bukho:ZamaNgwenyaIcan'tstandwasami.

Me:whynotBukhoyouwillwakeupearlyand

pretendyougothereearly.

Hechuckles.

Bukho:Ican'tdisrespectyourfatherlikethat.

Me:youknowheadoresyou.

Bukho:exactly,Idon'twanttogivehim areasonto

stop.

Igivehim mypuppyeyesbuthepecksmylips



instead.

Me:ohwow,someboyfriendIhavehere.

Bukho:don'tdothatfaceanymoreyoulooklikea

lostpuppy.

Ilaughoutloudandheputshishandonmymouth.

Bukho:notsoloud.

Me:babeplease.

Bukho:it's10pm munto'muhle(beautifullady).Do

youwantmetoseewitcheswithmyowneyes?

Me:seethestreetsarenotsafe,morereasonwhy

youshouldsleephere.

Heshakeshishead.

Bukho:ngiyak'thandayezwa(Iloveyouokay).

There'ssomethingaboutaZulumansayingthatina

lowhuskyvoiceandbechocolateatthesametime,

ohJehova.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Bukho:Idoubt.



Hekissesmeagainandlet'smego.

Me:besafe.

Hewinksatmeandopensmydoorandwalksout.I

throwmyselfonthebedandcatchaglimpseofmy

reflectiononthemirror,Iam smilinglikearetard

rightnow.Igiggleandlayonmybackwigglingmy

feet.OhIam soinloveandIjustwannatell

everyonewhocarestolistenhowthismanmakes

mefeelgiddy...

Myfirstrelationshipwasgreat,hewasagoodguy

untilhewasn'tandwehadagoodthinggoingbuthe

didn'tmakemefeelthewayBukhosidoes,Idon't

thinkanyonewillever.Iwanthim nowandIwant

him forever,nootherpersonwillbeworthyofmy

heartandIprayourloveisalreadysealedbythe

Gods...

Isitupstraightandseethebrokenpiecesofwhat



usedtobemyantiquevase,arghowdidthispiece

fallthough,thewasn'tanywindandmyboyfrienddid

sayitwasn'tattheedgesbutinthemiddle.Igetup

andgototheutilityroom tofindabroom anda

dustpan,thehouseisquietandthelightsareout.I

getbacktomyroom andsweepthepiecesof

ceramicandwhenI'm doneIplaceeverythingbythe

door,I'lldiscardthoseinthemorning...

Itakeoffmydressandgetintomypyjamas.I

removeextradecorativepillowsandtakeonewhich

wasunderhim andbringittomynose.Icansmell

him onitandtomethat'sjusttheperfectwaytoend

thisnightsinceIdon'thavetheluxuryoftalkingto

him overthephoneuntilwebothdozeoff,youknow

hownewlovecanbe.Igetunderthecoversandhug

thepillowclosetomeafterswitchingoffthe

bedsidelamp...

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI



Thenighthassomuchpeaceinit,there'saquiet

aboutitthatissereneyou'dswearthatthedarkis

notthewitchesandwizard'splayground.Iam

thinkingaboutthebeautifulmomentIjustshared

withthefirstwomantoevercapturemyheartand

makemefeelthisaliveandworthy...

IgettomystreetandthanktheheavensthatImade

ithomesafeandsound.Imightbeamanand

expectedtotakecareofmyselfbutdangerlurks

everywhereandyou'llneverknowwhenyou'llfall

victim toit.ThelightsatmyhousearestillonandI

sigh.Itoldmamatostopwaitingupformeand

sleepsowecansaveelectricitybecausethatthing

isexpensiveashellandtheunitsaresolittleyoh...

Iopenthedoorusingmykeyandwalkin,she's

sleepingonthecouchanditlookspretty

uncomfortable,herpoorneck.Imakemywaytoher

bedroom andshe'sbeatmetoit,herbedisalready

readyjustwaitingonhertocomeandhopin.Ihead



backtowhereIleftherandgentlyshakehertowake

up...

Mama:mhhhit'sokay,mysonBukhosiwilldoit.

Ismile,shemustbedreaming.

Me:vuka,youaresleepinguncomfortablyhere.

Sheopenshereyesandlooksatmeforaminute.

Mama:ohBukho,youarehome?

Me:yesIjustgotin,comeletmehelpyoutobed.

Mama:wait.

Me:mamait'slatecome.

Sheshakesherheadandpointstotheothercouch,I

sighandjustdecidetoletherbe.Isettledownand

lookatherwhilebrushingmychinwithmyindex

finger.

Mama:howisshedoing?

Me:who?

Ipretendnottoknowwhoshe'sreferringto.She



narrowshereyes.

Mama:youknowverywellwhoI'm talkingabout

here.

Iexhale.

Me:ZamaNgwenyaisdoingfine.

Mama:whendidyoutwostartthisrelationship.

Ilooktheotherway.

Me:Monday.

Mama:Iam gladyoufoundagoodgirlandyouare

happybutareyougoingtodisrespectthepalacelike

that.

Iclosemyeyesinshame.

Me:wedidn'tdoanythinginappropriatemama,we

justsatonherbed.

Mama:youare26yearsofageBukhosiandyou've

nevergivenmeanygirlproblemsandIunderstand

thatyouaregrownI'm justsayingrespecther

father'shouse.Dowhateveryouwantherebutstill

respectmeenoughtoo.



Me:Ihearyou.

Mama:thankyouanddon'tgotoanylengthwiththe

princesswhenyouarenotsureifyouwanttomake

anhonestwomanoutofher.

Me:IloveKayiseMa,andIwanttogoalltheway

withher,IwanttoworkonmyselfsoIcanbeableto

offerhereverythingsheisusedtoandmore.

Mama:that'showamanspeakswhenhehasfound

hisone.Iam justhappytoseeyouwithagirl,Iwas

startingtothinkthatmaybeyouareattractedto

othermanandyouareafraidoftellingme.

Ichuckle.

Me:notatall.

Imovemyeyestothewallwhereapictureofmine

washanging.

Me:where'smypicture?

Mama:ohtheframefellandbroketheglass,I

placedthepictureinyourroom though.

Inarrowmyeyes.



Me:whenwasthis?

Mama:around7pm.

IrememberZamaNgwenya'svase,thisisweird,

whatacoincidence.

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Sleepseemstobelikearumourtomethesedays,I

don'tknowwhenmylifewillgobacktonormalcozI

am tiredofhavingtodealwithoneissueafterthe

other.Thistimemysisterisgivingmesleepless

nightsandIcan'thelpbutthinkthefateItriedto

changewillstillhaveit'sway.Thethoughtofmy

husbandandmysisterbeinghusbandandwife

takesalltheairfrom mylungs...

Iwentthroughthedarkesthourtokeepmymanand

thisthroneandIwillbedamnedifIjustallowitto

happen.Ineedtofindawaytogetmysisteroutof

mypalaceandfarfrom myhusband.IloveNonhle



butifshethreatensmypeaceIwillnotbeafraidto

dealwithherandmakeherdisappear.That'show

muchIlovemyhusbandanddaughter,yesIwould

killforthem anditwouldn'tbethefirsttime...

Nonhle:mindifIjoinyou?

Shesaysfrom behindme.

Me:ohsisinopleasejoinme.

Shesnapsherfingerstothemaidpassingby.

Nonhle:getmeachairandbringusacoldbottleof

wine.

Me:haiboNonhle,wineatthishour,it'sstillearly.

Nonhle:it's3pm somewheremydear.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:tellme.

Nonhle:whatnowLiyana.

Me:comedownthishasnothingtodowithwhat

we'vebeenupto.



Nonhle:forachange,somethingworthcelebrating.

Ilaugh.

Me:YouandMenzi?

Nonhle:whataboutus?

Sheasksdefensive.

Me:calm downI'm notfightingyouhere.

Nonhle:okay?

Me:whatisitthatyoutwoaredoing?

Nonhle:heisgreat,wegetalongfineandwetake

careofeachothersneeds.

Me:he'smarriedthough.

Nonhle:so?

Me:tellmethetruth,doyoulikehim?

Nonhle:yes,Iwouldn'tbesleepingwithhim ifIdidn't.

Me:Iam speakingasyoureldersister.Heismarried

andifthenewsofyouraffaircomesoutyouguys

willbeintrouble.

Nonhle:that'swhywearetryingtobediscreet.



Me:youcanbefreeinyourrelationshipyouknow.

Shefarrowshereyebrows.

Nonhle:youjustsaidhe'smarriedandMenziwillnot

divorceNobuntu.

Me:buthecandefinitelymakeyouhissecondwife.

Nonhle:whatno!

Me:it'sbetterthanseeingeachotherinsecretcoz

whenthetruthcomesoutyou'llbothbeintrouble.

ShesighsdeeplyandbythelookinhereyesIknow

I'vetappedintoaplaceofreasoning.

__________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Thursdayfinallyarrived,mydaughterandIareon

ourwaytoJohannesburg,thecityofthenownon

existentgold.Iam excitedaboutthemeetingsand

oncetheyareconcludedwewillknowexactlywhen

ourfactoryprojectwillstart.Kayisehascomeup

withperfectpresentationsandhernumbersare



impressive,Iam soproudtobegoingtositdown

whileshesellsthistobigbusinessmanandtellthem

thatyesthisisNtombikayiseNgwenyatheonlychild

theGodsblessedmewithandthesoleheirofher

father'skingdom...

ThedriverfinallycruisesintothechaoticplaceandI

am gladthatIdon'thavetovisitmydaughterinthis

GodforsakenplaceassheisbackhomeinUkuthula

whereshebelongs.Wegetintoamorecalmerand

affluentsectionofthiscity,ithasthetallest

buildings.Wegettotheundergroundparkingofone

buildingandtheytakeourinformationandallowus

in...

IfollowKayisetotheelevatorandshepressesthe

eleventhfloor,it'sgoingtobeaminuteinthisdamn

thingthatIhatesobad.Itfeelslikeithasboxedme

inandIam suffocatingbutmyeducateddaughter

gavemebreathingtechniquesforwhenthis

happensandtheywork.Wefinallygettotheoffices



andthereceptionistwelcomesuswithopenarms

andtellsusthatherbossisreadyforusinhisoffice.

Sheleadsusthereandknocksbeforeopeningto

allowusin...

Her:sir,your11am ishere.

Henodsandwewalkin.

Kayise:Goodmorning,mynameisKayiseNgwenya

andthisismyfatherKingBhekumbusoNgwenya.

Him:youarewelcomeit'sreallynicetofinallyputa

facetothenames.

Ioffermyhandforahandshakeandhegladlytakes

itandoncedoneheoffershistomydaughter.

Him:ohniceringKayise.

Hesayswithasmile.

Kayise:thankyou,itbelongedtomylate

grandmother.

Him:Isee,it'sveryclassy,oneofakind.

Shegiveshim afaintsmileandheshowsuswhere



tosit.Thisboyseem toknowhisbusinessbecause

trophiesandcertificatesarealloverhisoffice.

Him:mynameisDabulamanziKhumalobytheway.

Me:ohMashobanekaMzilikazi.

Him:that'smeMtimande.

Kayise:soMr.Khumalodidyougetachancetogo

throughthedocumentsIsentyou?

Mybusinessmindeddaughtergetsstraightintoit.

Him:Idid,henceIacceptedthismeeting.

Wechuckle.

Him:ImustadmitIwasveryimpressed.

Kayise:thankyou.

Him:whatdidyoustudyagain?

Kayise:IstudiedAccounting,graduatedcum laude.

HenodsandIfeelsoproudasafather.

Him:that'swhyyournumbersscreamedheavento

me.

Wealllaugh.



Kayise:canIshowmypresentation?

Him:KayiseNgwenyathefloorisyours.

_____________________________________

Noedits.

TomorrowIwillnotbeabletopost,Iam goingto

NorthernCape,wehaveafuneral.Iwillseeyouguys

Monday.Youcanstillplaceyourodersforthecopy

ofTheHousewife.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER18

___________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

ThemeetingwithMrDabulamanziKhumalowent

reallywell,hewasimpressedwithmypresentation

andeverythingelseforthatmatter.Theguyknows

hisjobandhim comingonboardwillgetthewhole

projectrunningat200km/h,that'sexactlywhatI

needsomypeoplecanstartworkingandbettering

theirlives...

HeisaveryhandsomeguyIwilladmitbutheis

annoying,hecan'tkeephiseyesoffmeandhecan't

stopwiththecomplimentsit'suncomfortablebut

oncehecomesonboardIwilldefinitelyputhim in

placebecauserightnowIseriouslycannotseem to

berudeanddrivehim awayfrom theproject,I'dbe

soangrywithmyselfifthathappenedcozwereally



needhisskillsforthiswholething...

Wearenowhavingsomerefreshmentsinhisoffice,

heorganisedussomelightfingerfoodsandthey

tasteheavenly.ThisisonethingImissaboutthecity,

havingaccesstorestaurantsthatofferthesekindof

delicacies.Whoknowsmaybeonedaywhenweare

moredevelopedinUkuthulaI'llstartworkingon

openingamallsowecanhaveeverythingatour

fingertips,wewillcallit"RoyaltyMall"oristhattoo

muchinyourface?WellIhavealittlewhiletothink

ofnamessoyou'llexcuseme...

Dabula:youseem solostinyourthoughts.

Isnapoutofitandlookatthisman.

Me:ohI'm justthinkingofhowmuchImisstake

outs.

Hechuckles.

Baba:don'ttellmeyouwanttomovebackherefor

thefood.



Me:nobutIam thinkingofawaytocapitalizeonit.

Myfatherfarrowshisforehead.

Dabula:youareforeverthinkingaboutmaking

money?

Me:whateverthatcanempowermypeople,develop

myforefatherslandandmakeusmoneyinthe

processI'm in.

Dabula:mykindoflady.

Hesaysleaningbackonhischairlookingatme

intensely,there'ssomethingabouthiseyesthat

makesmewanttolookawaycompletely.

Baba:andwhatisitthatyouarethinkingaboutnow.

Me:buildingamallbutobviouslynotnow.Ihaveto

domyhomeworkplusIhaveanotherprojectIwanna

discuss.

Baba:okaywewilltalkaboutitonourwayhome.

Dabula:ifitwaslegaltocloneapersonyou'dbethe

firstoneonmylist.Yourbeautiful,smart,focused

andverydriven.Yourhusbandisaluckyman.



Ifrown.

Me:Iam notmarried.

Baba:I'm notreadytogivemybabyaway.

Hechuckles.

Dabula:myKingnothat'snotfairyouareholding

backsomeone'sfuturehere.

I'm notlikingthisconversation,Ihatebeing

discussedlikethis.Ilookatmywristwatch.

Me:wouldyoulookatthetime,babaweshouldget

going.

Baba:MrKhumalo,wewillhearfrom youthen.

Dabula:therewon'tbeanyneedforthatandplease

don'tlookatothercandidatesbecauseIwanttobea

partofthisproject.Iloveprojectswithmeaninglike

thisone,thatwillchangeotherpeople'slives.

Me:youarecomingonboard?

Iwanttohearitfrom thehorsesmouth.

Dabula:yesIwouldloveto.



Iholdoutmyhandinexcitementandhegladlytakes

it.

Me:thankyousomuch.

Dabula:IwilldrivedowntothevillagethisSundayis

thatcool?

Me:perfect.

Baba:inthatcaseI'llcallmylawyersandaskthem

todraftpapers.

Dabula:okaythen,safejourney.

Inod

Baba:staywell.

Itakeourthingsandleadthewayout.

_______________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

IwokeupwithalotofenergyandIdecidedtocallall

themaidsinthehousesotheycanstartcleaning

from toptobottom.Thesegirlsdon'tclean



thoroughly,theyonlypolishwheretheeyesreach

andI'm nothavingthatanymore.ThisisaRoyal

Palaceandwehaveimportantpeoplecominginand

outofthisplaceandIdon'tneedacockroach

comingoutofthecouchesorwherever

embarrassingme.Itoldthem thatiftheydon'twant

toworkheretheyshouldallleaveandI'llfindpeople

whowillworkliketheirlivesdependonit...

It'scomingalongverywellandI'm gladIwasdragon

ladyforaminutesotheyseethatIdon'ttakeshit.

Peopletendtotakeadvantagewhentheyare

comfortable.Atleastmyhusbandandourdaughter

willcomehometoafreshhouseandamealcooked

byyourstruly.IhavebeenactingcrazyandIdon't

wantthem pullingawayfrom mehenceIdecidedto

cookthem athreecoursemeal,Bhekhiwillbemore

excitedthanKayisebecausehehasbeensayinghe

missesmycookingbutasaQueenIcan'tbeslaving

alldayinthekitchenwhenIhavethingstodoout

there.Iopenthepot'slidandthismushroom sauce

iscomingalongverywell,Menziknocksonthe



kitchendoorandIsigh...

Menzi:mybeautifulQueen.

Me:yeboShezi.

Menzi:somethingsmellsreallyniceinhere.

Me:Iam cookingformyfamily.

Menzi:it'snicetoseethatmyQueencanstillbea

wife.

Ichuckleinannoyance.

Me:canIhelpyou?

Menzi:istheKingaround?

Me:heleftearlytothecitywithKayise.

Menzi:ohthemeeting,Iforgotaboutthat.

Me:theymustbeontheirwaybackthough.

Menzi:IguessI'llhavetocomebacktomorrow.

Me:yes.

Hewalksbacktothedoorandsuddenlyithitsme.



Me:Shezi!

Helooksbackatme.

Menzi:yebo?

Me:thisthingyouaredoingwithmysister.

Heblinksacoupleoftimes.

Me:youareamarriedman,adulteryisaserious

offenceinthisvillage.

Menzi:IknowmyQueenIknow.

Me:thenwhyareyoudoingit?

Hesighsdeeply.

Menzi:Nonhleisagoodwoman,Ican'tseem to

leaveheralone.

Me:youarealreadyintoodeepfrom lyingagainst

Bukhosi,nowyouwanttoloseyourplaceinthe

councilcompletely.

Menzi:nono,Iwillendthingswithher.

Me:thatwillonlyhurtmylittlesisterShezi.

Menzi:thenwhatareyousaying.



Me:she'sgoodenoughtograceabedforyouI'm

sureshe'salsogoodenoughtobeyourwife.

Menzi:what?!Ican'tleavemywifeforher.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:nooneaskedyouto.

Henarrowshiseyesinconfusion.

Menzi:huh?

Me:I'm sureyou'veheardofpolygamy.

Hegaspsforair.

Menzi:yoh!

Ismileasheputshishandonhismouth.

Me:greetNobuntuforme.

Iturntoattendmypots.

_____________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

AfruitfulmeetingwehadwiththatKhumaloboy,I



am sorelievednowthatwehaveasolidpartner,

reallywishedhecouldcomeonboardbecausehis

accoladesspeakforhim andhewastheperfect

persontoteam upwithtogetthisofftheground,

yestheothercandidateswehadweregoodbutjust

notthisgood.Withhim andKayiseonthesame

team thisisdefinitelygoingtogosmoothlylikea

welloiledmachine...

Kayiseaskedthatwestartatthemallasshewanted

tograbafewthings,Ididn'tgoinsidewithhercozI

didn'twanttofindmyselfwalkingfrom storeto

store.Iknowhowindecisivemydaughtercanget

whenitgetstoshoppingandwhenyoudidn't

prepareyourselfmentallyforthatyou'llloseyour

mindsurely.Shehasbeengoneforalmostanhour

nowandI'm gettingsleepyandwehavealongway

togethome...

ShefinallycomesoutofthemallandIwillnot

understandhowshemanagedtogetallthat



shoppingbagsinjustonehour.Ithinkit'saspecial

skillGodgavethem thatsomeofuswillnevermake

senseof.Thedriverquicklygetsoutthecartoopen

thebootsoshecanputthosethings,shehopsinthe

backseat...

Kayise:Iboughtsomedrinks.

Me:that'sgoingtomakeusstoptopeeontheway.

Sherollshereyes.

Kayise:it'snotlikeweleftabreastfeedingbabyat

homeBaba.

Ismile.

Me:ohbutwedid,yourmother.Youknowhow

Liyanacanget.

Kayise:Iguessso.

Thecardrivesoutthemallandwebuckleup.

Me:youspokeofanotherprojectbackatKhumalo's

office.

Kayise:ohyeahIdid.



Me:andwhatisit?

Kayise:wellIhadaconversationwithBukhosisome

otherday.

Ismileatthementionofhisnameandalsobecause

itmadehereyeslightup.

Me:about?

Kayise:hisdreamsbaba.

Me:howarehisdreamsaproject?

Kayise:wellwehaveanabundanceoffertileland

andhisdream istogetintocommercialfarmingbut

hewon'tbesellingtoshopsashewantstoopenhis

ownhereinthecity.

Me:ohokay,farmingisgood.

Kayise:itwillnotbeourownprojectsowewilljust

beinvestingandonceit'soffthegroundhewillpay

usback.

Me:doyouthinkthisisagoodone?

Kayise:definitely,hewillbeabletohiresomeofour

peoplesoourunemploymentratewillbedecreasing



assuch.

Me:ifyoubelieveinitthenyoucangoahead.

Kayise:ohthankyousomuchDaddy.

Me:youarewelcomebaby.

Kayise:heisgoingtobeexcited.

Me:areyoudoingthisbecauseit'sagoodbusiness

moveorbecauseyouhavetakenalikinginto

Bukhosi?

Kayise:Bheki!

Shesayswithoutlookingatme.

Me:heisagoodboyyouknow.He'dmakeafine

husbandandKing.

Shechuckles.

Kayise:I'm surehewould.

Me:soareyoutwo?

Kayise:Iam sonottalkingtoyouaboutthis.

Me:why?Wetalkabouteverything.

Sheshakesherheadno.



_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mydaywasjustsoslowanditseemslikeit'sgoing

toendwithmenotinthebestofmoods.Ididn'tsee

KayisetheentiredayassheandtheKingwenttothe

citytoattendsomemeetings.Shehasbecomemy

favoritepartofanyday,seeingheraroundthe

palaceevenwhenwedon'ttalkfulfillsmein

everywaypossible,shebrightensthedarkestofdays

andwarmsupthecoldestofnights...

IgothomeanhouragoandIhavebeenclosedupin

myroom becauseIdidn'twantmymothertoaskme

amillionquestionsonend,I'llbeokaytomorrow

whenIgettoseeherandholdherandhearhertell

mehowmuchshelovesmesofearlessly.Iam

layingonmybedfacingtheroof,thepaintthatonce

coveredthisasbestosisnowcrackingandIwishI

hadthemeanstorenovatethishomeformymom.A

knockdisturbsmythoughtsandIsigh,mamacan't



readbetweenthelinesGod...

Me:I'llberightoutmama.

Ishouthopingtogetridofherbutmydooropens

andIclosemyeyesindefeatbeforegettingup.I

gaspforairasIseeherstandingonmydoorwitha

smile.

Kayise:yourmotherdidsayyouareinamood.

Ibitemylowerliptryingtopreventmylipsfrom

curlingup.

Me:Ididn'tseeyouthewholeday,doyoublameme?

Isayandsheblushes.

Kayise:that'swhyIcamebabe,couldn'tsleep

withoutseeingyoutoo.

Istandupandshewalksfurtherinclosingthedoor.I

don'twasteanytimebutpullhertowardsmeand

kisshersoslowly.

Me:ZamaNgwenyawhatareyoudoingtome?

Iaskeyesclosed.



Kayise:doyouwantmetostop?

Me:neverbabyneverplease.

Kayise:IloveyouBukhosi.

Me:ngithandawenamunt'omuhle(Iloveyou

beautifullady).

Kayise:Ibroughtyouagift.

Shesaysgettingoutofmyembraceandhandingme

agiftbag.

Me:whatisit?

Kayise:youaregoingtohavetoopenittofindout.

Itakeitasshesettlesonmybedanditmakesthe

sound,Igetuncomfortableimmediately.Thisisnot

nearanythingatthepalace,mybedisoldand-

Kayise:don'tdothatBukhoplease.Iam nothereto

judgeyourhome.

Iswallow.

Me:it'sjustthat,thisisnotwhatyouareusedto.

Kayise:IloveyouBukhosi,Ilovewhoyouarenot



whatyouhavebelievethatpleasebaby.

Me:I'lltry.

Kayise:nowopenyourgift.

Herexcitementisinfectious.SoIquicklytakeitout

andit'saphone,it'saHuaweibrandoneofthose

thatareexpensive.

Me:NtombiZamaNgwenya!

Itcomesoutasawhisper

Kayise:youlikeit?

Me:it'snicebutIjustcan'tacceptitsthandwasami.

Kayise:whynot?youneedaphone.

Me:Ihavenevergottenyouanything,Ishouldbethe

onedoingthesethingsforyou.

Kayise:stopoverthinkingthings.You'regoingto

needthistogetontheinternettofindoutmore

aboutcommercialfarmingasyourfundsandaland

areavailableforyoutochaseyourdream.

Igaspforairandlookatherdumbfounded.



Me:what?

Kayise:Ispoketomyfatherandwewillinvestin

yourdream muntuza.

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:whatgooddidIdotodeserveyou?

IaskandIfeelherhugmefrom behind.

Kayise:it'stimeforBukhosiMthombenitobecome

whohewasmeanttobenotwhocircumstances

forcedhim tobe.

Idon'tknowwhattosay,howtothankher,howto

thankGod,ourancestors,herparentsandeveryone

whohelpedinshapingherintothisamazingyoung

woman.

__________________________________________

Noedits.

PreorderyourcopyofTheHousewife,rememberit's

R80untilthe27thofDecemberthenuntilthe25thof

January2021itgoestoR100.Onceyoumakea

paymentpleaseWhatsAppmetheproofsoIcan

addyoutothegroup.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER19

____________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Soonaswegothome,Kayisewantedtogoandsee

Bukhositotellhim thegoodnews,Isuggestedthat

shedoesthattomorrowcozwehadthelongestday

butshedidn'tevenwanttolistentomeonthatone.

Herreactionandexcitementwhenwespeakof

Bukhosioranythingthathastodowithhim my

daughterlightsup,whichmakesmebelievethat

there'ssomethinggoingonbetweenthem andinall

honestyIwouldbethrilledifmydaughterandthat

boybecameanitem.Hewillnotonlymakeagreat

husbandtomyKayisebuthewillalsobeagreat

Kingashehasalltheattributes,Iam justcrossing

fingersthattheyareindeedtogether...

Iam alsohappythatsheisworkingonbetteringthe



boyorratherpushinghim toreachhisfullpotential,

heisindeedoneluckyorshouldIsayblessedman

becausewomanwouldratherhaveafinished

product,amanwhohasitallbutnotmybeautiful

flower,shewouldratherbuildhim upsotheyboth

haveahandintheirfuture.Aworkinprogressisstill

worthyoflove,pure,unconditionallove...

Ihavebeeninthisbathtubsoakingmybodybefore

wehavedinner,Liyanasaidshehascookedathree

coursemealandIwon'tlieIam excitedforthat.She

hasn'tcookedformeinsomanyyearsIswearI

almostforgotherhandandwhatitcanputtogether

inapot.Thebathroom dooropensandIalmost

jumpbutcalm downwhenIseeit'smywife...

Liyana:whodidyouthinkitwas?

Sheaskschuckling.

Me:Idon'tknowamaidmaybe.

Liyana:Itaughtthem mannersBheki,theyknowthey



havetoknock.

Me:Iguessthat'sarelief.

Shesettlesontheedgeofthetub.

Liyana:youaretakingyoursweettimeinhere.

Me:thiswaterissoothing,hoursinthecarmmhh.

Liyana:Itotallyunderstand,I'llgiveyouamassage

later.

Iraiseaneyebrowsurprised.

Me:whoareyouandwhathaveyoudonetomy

stubbornwife?

ShegaspsforairandIsmirk.

Liyana:reallyBheki?

Me:don'tgetmewrongLiya,Iam justsurprised.

Liyana:anywayhowwasthemeeting?

Me:theKhumaloboyisinandhewillcomingthis

Sunday.

Liyana:ohwellI'llprepareforhim then.

Me:he'squiteforwardthough.



Shefarrowshereyebrows.

Liyana:whatdoyoumean?

Me:hecouldn'tkeephiseyesoffKayiseandthe

complimentskeptoncoming,infrontofmeforthat

matter.

Liyana:whydidn'tyouputhim inhisplace?

Ilaughshakingmyhead.

Me:Iraisedastrongwomanwhocanstandfor

herself,shouldsheneedmetostepinshewillsay.

Liyana:that'strue,shewillprobablymakehim feel

sosmallbyrejectinghim thatheendsuppullingout

oftheproject.

Me:trustmeshewillgethim inlinewithout

jeopardizingtheproject.

Liyana:Iguessyouknowherbetter.

Me:andthat'snotabadthingnordoesitmakeyou

lessofamother.

IsaybecauseIsensedhertonefrom thelast

statementshemade.Shehasalwaysfeltlikeour



daughterlovesmemorethanshelovesherandthat

wehaveaconnectionshecanonlywishfor.

Liyana:letmegosetthetable.

ShegetsupandIdon'tstopherbecausemoreof

thisconversationshewillgosour.

____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Wearelayingonhisbed,withmyheadonhischest.

Icanhearhisheartbeatandthatsoundisso

calming.Wearenotsayinganythingtoeachother

andthesilenceissocomfortable.Ouremotionsare

doingallthetalkinganditsalanguagewehave

cometounderstandintheshortspacewehave

beentogether.Heisbrushingmyarm withhishand

andconstantlygivesmeforeheadkisses.Ihave

alwayslongedtohavethiskindofintimacy,andno

tomeintimacyisnotonlysex.It'sbeingabletotell

someonehowmuchyoulovethem withoututtering

awordandtheycanfeelitandbelieveittoo,deep

downintheirsoulwhenitconnectswithyours...



Hisscentstillgetsmegiddy,whatam Isayingbeing

inhispresencegetsmegiddyallthetime.Ifitwere

uptomeI'dstaywithhim likethis,noI'm lyingI'd

ratherwegetmarriedandgoliveonaprivateisland,

wherewewalkaroundnakedwithnocareinthe

world,justusandourlovenowthatwouldbea

dream cometrue...

Bukhosi:whatareyouthinkingaboutgigglinglike

that.

Ismile.

Me:justhowmuchIloveyou.

Bukhosi:isitpossiblethough?Tolovesomeoneso

deepthisquick.

Me:Ineverthoughtitwaspossibleuntilithappened

tome.

Bukhosi:metoo,mosttimesitfeelslikeIam

dreaming.

Me:why?

Bukhosi:Ineverthoughtyou'dseemethiswayand



feelsodeeplyforme.ImeanIgotthegirlmostman

inthisvillageareeyeingandwouldkillfor.

Me:Igotthemanthatmademyheartskipthefirst

dayIcamebackhere.

Bukhosi:Ihelpedyououtofyourshoes,Istill

rememberthatday.

Isituprightandhedoesthesamesoweareeyeto

eye.

Me:yourcomplexioncaughtmyeyeandIknewfrom

thereIwantedyoutobemyChoco.

Helaughs.

Bukho:YourChocohuh?

Iblushandbringmylipstohisandheattacksme

withakiss,heisagreatkisserthisone,makesme

wonderhowmanygirlshe'shadtopracticethiswith

andhonestlyIfeelalittlejealousknowingtherewere

girlsbeforeme.ImovemyhandsunderhisT-shirt

andfeelhisbuilttorso,amoanescapesmymouth.

Hishandmovestomybreastandhecupsit,my32B

sizefitsperfectlyinhishand,hemassagesitgently



andIdon'trememberthelasttimethissimpletouch

mademefeelthishotandbothered,withoutdoing

muchIcanfeelthemoistbetweenmylegsandmy

clitorisisevenpulsating.Hiskissesarewetand

sensualandIcan'tholdmyselfanymore,Iwanthim

andIwanthim now.ImovecloseruntilIam ontop

ofhim,myhandmovestohistrousersandItryto

takethem offbuthepullsoutofthekissandputs

metothesidelikeI'm somelightweight.

Me:babywhat'swrong?

Bukho:weshouldn'trushintothis.

Hesayspanting.

Me:it'sokaymylove,I'm readyplease.

Bukho:ZamaNgwenyanosthandwasami.

Me:Bukhosiyoudon-

Bukho:yousaidtheQueencookedandaskedyouto

comebackintimefordinner.Ithinkyoushouldhead

home.

Ilookathim shocked,wonderingifhedoesn'tfind

meattractiveorwhat.



_____________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

MyearlierconversationwithBhekumbusoalmost

setmeoffbutIquicklyrememberedthatIdon't

wanttoactcrazyanymoreandriskpushingthetwo

mostimportantpeopleinmylifeintomysister's

arms.AlreadysheistooclosetoBhekiandifIam

constantlyhisheadacheinsteadofhispeacehewill

runofftothenextavailablewomanwhowilloffer

him whatIlackandweallknowKayiseispractically

onewithherfather...

Weareallsittingaroundthetableeating,everyoneis

quietandenjoyingtheirfood,theonlysoundsyou

canhearisthecutleryhittingtheplateandthe

moansofsatisfactiontheyaregettingfrom thefood

astheingredientsburstsintheirmouth.Iam just

happytheyareenjoyingthisandhopefullythisisthe

firststepofusgettingbackontrack,thewhole

ZonkethingsetusbackandbecauseIam toblameI



willworkextrahardtomakethingsgobacktowhat

theyusedtobe.Thekitchendooropensandweall

stopeatingandlookatthecorridorwherewhoever

hastoappear,it'sMakhosi,myheartsinks...

Bheki:ohMakhosi.

Makhosi:myapologiesforcomingthislate.

Bheki:it'sokay,youarealwayswelcomehere.

Me:Iam sorrybuteachtimeIseeyouIknowyou

bringusstressfulnews.

Kayise:mama!

Shesaysshootingmealook.

Me:nooffenseMakhosi,I'm sureyouunderstand.

Makhosi:Iunderstandbecausethat'swhathasbeen

bringingmelately.

Kayise:babapleasehavemysitandI'llgodishfor

you.

ShesaysandIrollmyeyes.Couldn'thecome

tomorrow,wearetryingtohaveamealtogether



withoutanydramaorbadnews.

Makhosi:thankyouchild,butIwon'tbestayinglong.

Nonhle:Iwillexcuseyouall.

Makhosi:ohnopleasesit.Themessageisfor

everyone.

Iswallowandwealllookathim impatiently.

Bheki:wearelisteningeyeoftheGods.

Makhosi:wellIhavebeentryingandtryingtoget

them tosaysomethingtogiveushopeandtheyjust

didn'tbudgebutneitherdidIbecauseIgottiredof

feelinguseless.

Me:whatdidtheysaythen?

Isnapannoyed.

Bhekhi:watchyourtoneLiyana,Makhosiisnotyour

mate,youmightbetheQueenbutheisstillanelder

andhedeservessomerespect.

Ilookdownembarrassed.

Makhosi:it'sokaymyKing.



Bheki:noit'snot.Everyoneisfeelingtheheatbut

thatdoesn'tmeanwehavetothrowrespectoutthe

doorandblameitonfrustrations.

Makhosi:wellletmegiveyouthemessageandbe

outofyourhair.

Bheki:takeyourtime.

Makhosi:theNgwenyaancestorssaidIshouldtell

youthatithasarrivedanditwillcausechaos,they

saiditisastorm akindthatuprootstreesand

floodsawayhomesandpeoplebutattheendofthe

dayitisastorm anditwillpassandeverythingwill

behowitwasdistanttobe.Bestillandknowthat

lightwillalwaysovercomedarkness.

Myheartisbeatingsofastatthispoint.

Bheki:thatisdefinitelygivingmehope.

Nonhle:ohmetoo.

Ishootheralook,isshekiddingmeordidshehear

atotallydifferentmessage?

Makhosi:stayblessed.

Hewalksoutandthemoodinthetableisnowheavy



butit'snodifferenttomydaughtercozshehasbeen

dullsinceshegotbackfrom whereshedisappeared

toaftertheyarrivedfrom thecity.

_____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ididn'tsleepawinklastnightcozIfeltsoshittyand

stilldofrom howIhandledthesituationwithKayise.

Itwastotallywrongofmeanditmusthavefeltlike

rejectiontoherandwillIblameher?Absolutelynot

becauseitcameacrossasexactlythat.Ididn'tonly

hurther,Ialsospoiledtheperfectevening.She

broughtmeagiftandgoodnewsandevencameto

seemeevenwhenshewastiredfrom travelling...

Itriedcallingherallnightyesterdaybutshedidn't

pickupanditendedupgoingtovoicemailandIhate

thatthisisourfirstbigmisunderstandingthatledus

goingtosleepwiththingssotense.IloveKayiseand

Idon'twanthertofeellikeIam notallinorI'm

givingherhalfofmyselfwhenshehasprovedthat



sheisinthistohersoul.Ineedtomakethisright

soonasIseeher...

Ma:whatisthat?

Sheaskspointingtomyphoneonthetable.

Me:ZamaNgwenyagotmeagift.

Ma:haibo,that'sverythoughtfulofher.

Me:very,shedidevenmorebutI'lltellyoulatercozI

reallyneedtogettothepalace.

Ma:youarestillontime.

Shesayslookingatthewallclock.

Me:IhavealottodotodaysotheearlierIstartthe

better.

Ma:okaygreetmydaughterin-lawforme.

Ismile.

Me:Iwill,haveagoodday.

Igiveherthebowelofporridgeandwalkoutthe



door.Ipassbytheopenveldandnoticethebeautiful

flowersgrowingthere,Igopicksomeuntilthey

makeabeautifulbouquet.

AsIarriveatthepalace,themaidsarestillintheir

quartersputtingontheiruniforms.Igostraightto

themainhouseandheadtoKayise'sbedroom.Ihit

myknucklesonthedoorandsheshoutscomein

from theinside,walkinginIfindherwrappedaround

inatowelandhervisiblebareskinleavesme

thinkingofhowhotIfeltlastnightinmyroom when

wewereinthemomentIruined.

Me:sthandwasami.

Kayise:whatdoyouwantBukhosi?

Isighdeeply.

Me:Don'tbecoldtowardsmeplease.

Kayise:Isimplyaskedyouwhatyouwant?

Me:I'm sorryforlastnight.

Kayise:it'sfine.



Shehasn'tlookedatmeandthathurts.

Me:pleaselookatmeplease.

Kayise:soyoucanrejectmeagain?

Me:Ididn'trejectyou.

Shescoffs.

Kayise:ifthat'swhatyoubelievethenokay.

Me:youfelthowmuchIwantedyoutoo.

Kayise:ifyoudidyouwouldn'thaverejectedmelike

thatandevensendmeoutofyourhouse.

Me:IdidthatbecauseIwasashamedokay.

Sheplacesherhandsonherwaist.

Kayise:howmanytimesmustItellyouthatIlove

youbecauseofwhoyouarenotwhatyouhave?You

didn'tChoosetobeborninsuchcircumstancesbut

thatisyourhomewhoeverjudgesyouforthatisthe

onewhoshouldbeashamednotyou.

Me:Iwasn'tashamedbecauseofthat.

Kayise:thenwhatBukhosi.



ShehalfshoutsandIraisemyeyebrow.

I'lladdressthislater.

Kayise:nowyouarenottalkingarg.

Shewavesherhandsintheairinfrustration.I

swallownervouslynotknowinghowshe'sgoingto

takethenews.

Me:IwasashamedbecauseIhaven'tuhm.

Ifailtospillitout.Shelooksatmewithablank

expression.

Kayise:haven't?

Me:Ihaven'tuhm withanygirlbefore.

Shegaspsforair.

Kayise:what?!You'reavirgin?

Ilookdownembarrassedandshecomestowards

me.

_____________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER20

___________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Icouldn'tbelievethathe'sstillavirgin,tosayIam

shockedwouldbeanunderstatement.Imean

Bukhosiis26yearsofageandguyshisagehavea

bodycountthatpassesthetenfingersontheir

handsandtheyhavetoaddtheirtoestothemix.If

theyweretobegivenamillionrandsforeach

womanthey'vebeenwiththeywouldbemillionaires

andthefactthathewouldbebrokeashellis

shocking...

Iam standingrightinfrontofhim buthedoesn't

wanttolookatme,heissoembarrassedbutIam

notjudgingI'm justshockedthat'sall.Heisfine,I

meanheisthekindofguyeverygirlwouldhaveran

afterwillingtogracehisbedandstillhedidn'tgivein



towhatevertemptationthatcamehisway...

IneverthoughtI'dmeetaguyvirginabove16years

buthere'smyboyfriend,pureasthedayhecame

intotheworld.Apartofmeisdoingsummersaults

thatnootherwomanhashadtheopportunityto

knowanypartofhim intimatelyandmylittle

jealousywillgoaway.AnideahitsmeandIhopehe

findsitamusingandsnapsoutofthis"shame".I

takehishandandleadhim tomybedandsithim

down,takemyphoneandbrowsethroughmymusic,

Ifinditafteraminute,pressplayandBeyonce's

schoolinglifeplaysthroughmyphone'sspeaker...

"I'm notateacher,babe

ButIcanteachyousomething

Notapreacher

Butwecanprayifyouwanna

Ain'tadoctor

ButIcanmakeyoufeelbetter



ButI'm greatatwritingphysicalloveletters

I'm afreak,allday,allnight

Hot,top,flight

Boyoutofsight

AndI'm crazy,allday,allnight

Whoneedsadegreewhenyou'reschoolin'life?

Ohohoh

Schoolin'life...

Ohohoh...

Schoolin'life...

Thisisforthem prettysomethings

Livinginafastlane,seeyouwhenyoucrashbabe

Thisisforthem sexysomethings

Thatbodyain'tgon'alwaysgetyaoutofeverything

Thisisforthem bittersomethings



Stoplivinginregret,baby,it'snotoveryet

Andthisisforthem trippin'somethings

That'shighonlife,baby,putmeonyourflight"

Iam singingalongtoitandwhenhehearssome

partsofthelyricshelooksupatmeandsmirksbutI

cantellhe'stryingveryhardnottoshowthathe's

findingthiswholethingamusing.Iwannawarm up

themoodbeforeIbombardhim withamillion

questionscozGodknowsIam abouttogrillhim as

myshockneedsinformationtounderstandwhyhe

keptitthislong,notthatI'm ungratefulthatIgetto

popthecherrybutyouknowdetailsareimportant...

Me:baby.

Bukhosi:ZamaNgwenya.

Me:youhaveabsolutelynothingtobeashamedof.

Bukhosi:ofcourseyou'dsaythat.

Me:I'm serious,Ijustwannaknowwhyyouwaited



thislong.

Hesighsdeeply.

Bukhosi:BabyithasalwaysbeenmamaandI,Ihad

tohelphereverydayandIhadsoccertoo.Ididn't

havetimeforgirlsandfriends.WithageobviouslyI

startedhavingfeelingsandItookalikingintoafew

girlsbutbecauseofmypoorbackgroundtheywould

justrun,runforthehillsandIjustforgotaboutitand

decidedtofocusonmyjobandmysickmother.

Me:ohmyLove.

Bukhosi:solastnightIwasn'trejectingyou,Iwas

justnotsurewhatIwassupposedtodo.I'm sorry

love.

Me:Iunderstandnow,Iam sorryforoverreacting.

Hesmiles.

Bukhosi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyousomuch.Tellmethough.

HetapshislapandIgositontopofhim.

Me:you'veneverevenbeatmeattoporn?



Hefrowns?

Bukhosi:masturbating?

Heaskswithasmirk.

Me:yes.

HechucklesandIcanseehim relaxalittle.

Bukhosi:Ineverhadaphonebaby,onlymagazinesI

stolefrom thisotheroldguyIusedtohelp.

Ilaughandpeckhislips.

Me:youshouldtryXvideosthen.

Bukhosi:what'sitabout?

Me:whenyouarehomeinyourroom gotothesite.

Bukhosi:NtombiZamaNgwenyayouarenaughty.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:thesongIplayedyouwasamessagefrom me

toyou,babydon'tworryI'm gonnateacheverythingI

know.

Hebitesmyarm andIscream alittle.

Bukhosi:whoisthefuckerthattookmypurity?



Igiggle.

Me:he'snotimportant,youareandthisbodyis

yourstoworshipnowbutonceyouareready.We

don'thavetorushintoanythingrightnow.

Bukhosi:Iappreciatethat.

Me:nowwho'sflowersarethose.

Bukhosi:Ipickedthem onmywayhere,they'refor

youjusttoapologiseforlastnight.

Me:theyaresoprettythankyoubaby.

_________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ihavebeenintheancestralroom sinceIwokeup,I

wantedtocalluponmyancestorsandfeeltheir

presencebecauseIneededtothankthem forthe

littlemessagetheysentus.It'sstillnotmuchbutat

leastthiswasclearerandhopeful.I'm notreadyfor

thestorm butthere'snothingIcandobutlet

whateveritishappenandleavemylandwithwhat

wasdistanttobe.Imightnotknowwhatitisor



whereit'sgoingtolandmeandfamilybutifitisthe

willoftheancestorsthensobeit...

Kayisedoesn'tknowwhatisgoingonandlastnight

afterMakhosileftshewantedtostartwithher

interrogationbutIpromisedtotellhereverything

thatIknoweventhoughit'snotmuchbutitwillget

herintheloopandshewon'tbesurprisedwhen

strangethingsstarthappeninginalandsheis

meanttorulesomeday,Ihaveanopen

communicationwithmydaughterandthefirstrule

ofthatisbeinghonestandtruthfulalways...

Istandupandleavethecandlesburning,making

suretheyareplacedsafelyawayfrom anythingthat

mightcatchafire.Igetoutoftheroom andputon

myshoes,IwalktowardsthemainhouseandI

noticemywifeandMenzitalkinganditlooksintense,

Liyanaisevenpointingathim,helooksmydirection

andsayssomethingtoLiyanawhowalksaway.

MenzicomestowardsmeandIstopinmytracks...



Menzi:myKing.

Me:seemedlikeyouandmywifehadaheated

conversation.

Menzi:shewasjusttellingmehowdisappointedshe

iswithme.

Me:disappointedfor?

Menzi:thewholesagawithBukhosi.

Me:Iam too,Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyoudidthat.

Menzi:Iam sorrymyKingbut-

Me:leaveitcozyoudon'twanttobehonest.

Heattemptstosaysomethingwhensomeoneclears

theirthroatsbehindus.Ilookandit'sZonke's

mother.

Her:I'm sorrytodisturb.

Me:it'sokay,howareyou?

Her:I'm verywell,howareyou?

Me:Iam finetoo.CanIbeofassistance.

Her:Ijustcametocheckuponyouandyour



daughterandtosaythankyouagainforwhatyou've

beendoingforme.

MydaughterandIhavebeensendingsome

groceriesandwatertoherbecausesheisleftalone

andcan'tdomostthingsasshe'sstillemotionally

crippled.

Me:it'sonlyapleasuremama.

Her:ohmyKing,I'm sureI'm youngerthanyoutobe

callingmemama,mynameisHlengiwe.

Me:myapologies.Whatdoyouhavethere?

Iasklookingatthebucket.

Her:ohit'sbakedcookies,Ibroughtthem foryou

andtheentirefamily.

Me:ahhhhmyfavorite.

Her:I'm gladtohearthat.

Me:let'sgoinside,MenziI'llseeyoulater.

Wewalktowardsthehousewithmeholdingthe

10literbucket.

___________________________________________



•QUEENLIYANA

Nonhle:whatisitthatyouweresayingtoMenzi?

Isigh.

Me:nothingjustcouncilstaff.

Nonhle:doIlooklikeafooltoyou?

Me:haiboandthen?

Nonhle:don'tactlikeafool.Areyouplanting

marriagethoughtsinhishead?

Me:whywouldIdothat?Ihavemorepressing

matterstoattendthanforcingpeopleintomarriage.

Nonhle:youbetternotbetryingtoputmeoutofthis

palaceLiyanabecauseI'veworkedandearneda

placehere.

Me:ifIwantedyououtIwouldhaveyouout.

Nonhle:isthatso?

Me:yesit.

Nonhle:evenwitheverythingIknow?



Igaspforair.

Me:ohyou'dtellonme?

Nonhle:you'vedoneallyoudidtoprotectyour

interestssoIwoulddothesame.

Me:atleastIknowwhereIstandwithyou.

Nonhle:noyouthinkyouaresmart,youwannapush

meoutofthisplaceforwhatIdon'tknowcozI've

donenothingwrong.

Me:wheredidyougetthatideafrom?

Nonhle:Iseeyouandhowyou'reactingthesedays.

Me:I'm nottryingtogetyououtorplantideasin

Menzi'shead.

Nonhle:let'ssayifyoudothattome,Iwillsinglikea

canary.

Me:therewon'tbeaneedforthat.

Nonhle:goodnowwhatdidyoucomeinheretodo?

Me:Iwantustodiscussmakhosi'smessage.

Nonhle:I'm notdoingthiswithyouagain.Howmany



timesmustItellyouthattheywillneverknowwhat

you,MamaandIdid?MambaneverfailedandManzi

hasn'tgivenusareasontodoubthim too.

Isigh.

Me:youaretakingthislightly.

Nonhle:notatallyouaretheoneoverthinking.

Iputmyhandsupindefeatandwalkout,whycan't

shesmellthetrouble?Theblindedancestors

managedtosaysomethingisn'tthatenoughreason

toraiseaneyebrowinsuspension.Idon'twantto

findmyselfinhotwatercozIwillnotbeabletoget

myselfoutandwhatwillthisallbefor?Absolutely

nothing...

NowthislittlebitchisontomewithwhatIwantedto

dowithManzisoIcangetherfarawayfrom my

husband.IguessI'm goingtohavetowaitalittlebit

longersoshecanputherguarddownandwhen

Menziproposesthemarriageshewillthinkit's



becausehehasfalleninlovewithher,I'm goingto

havetogetthatmanonboardandmakehim act

romanticandgiveherallthethingsshelikes...

Iwalkinthekitchenandnoticea20literbucketon

mykitchenisland,Ipeepinsideandit'shomebaked

cookies.Whocouldhavebroughtusthese?Didwe

saywecan'taffordtobuybiscuits?Oneofthemaids

walkinandIholdherarm...

Me:what'sthis?

Maid:cookies.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:Iseethat,wheredotheycomefrom?

Maid:ohI'm sorrymyKing.Zonke'smotherbrought

them.

Me:she'shere?

Iaskalarmed.

Maid:yestheyareinthediningroom withtheking.



Iletgoofherarm andquicklygotothedining,whatI

seealmostgetsmedownonthefloor.Myhusband

isclaspingontothiswoman'shandfordearlifeand

she'ssniffingobviouslyshe'scrying.Thesightof

Bhekiaffectionatewithanotherwomanbringsout

myworstfears,whoisathreatmysisterorthe

womanwho'sdaughterIsacrificed...

______________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ihadadaybetterthanmypreviousoneandit'snight.

Iam gladmyladyandIironedthingsoutbecauseif

wewentonanotherdayinthattensesituationI

wouldhavelostmymind.Itwastoughtellingher

thatIhaveneverhadsexinmylife,Ithoughtshe'd

lookatmedifferentandmaybeseemelessofa

manwhodoesn'tknoworwillneverknowhowto

givehersexualsatisfactionbutlikealwayssheleft

meinawe...

SheunderstoodwhereI'm comingfrom andeven



madethiswholesituationamusing.Kayisenever

ceasestoamazemeandI'm gladinherIfoundthe

wholepackage.Letmetellnolies,I'm nervousabout

thewholething,willIliveuptoexpectationsand

satisfyher.Howlongwilliteventakemetogetthe

hangofthings?Shepromisedtobepatientwithme

butIam amanandIhavetoknowthesethingsand

knowwhentotakecharge...

Iam layingonthebedinmyroom andIremember

shesaidIshouldgoonsomesitecalledXvideo,I

justknewthatit'sapornsitebutletmejustwatch

andtakeafewlessonsforourfirsttime.Itakemy

phoneandpowerthescreen,myeyeslandonthe

wallpaper,it'sapictureofusyesterdaycuddlingin

here,she'ssobeautifulGod.Igotothesearch

engineandinputthesitenameanditshowsafew

results,shedidsaythefirstoneisalwaysthemost

accuratesolet'ssee...

MyeyeslandonthenastiestthingseverbutdoI



stopandclosethepage?NoratherIgetanerection

instantly.Iscrollandthepositionsondisplayare

shockingnolies.Iminimizethepageandgodial

ZamaNgwenya'snumber,shepicksupalmost

immediately...

Kayise:MyChoco.

Ilovehowshecallsme.

Me:sthandwasamithethingsyouaremakingmedo

yoh.

Shegiggles.

Kayise:whatdidIdonowbabe?

Me:thisXwhatwhatyoh!thosearesomeserious

professionalthings.

Sheburstsoutlaughing.

Kayise:obviouslyyouneedtowatchsome

missionaryvideo's,gotothesearchengineonthe

siteandtypelovemaking.

Me:howmanyvideosdotheyhave?



Kayise:millions.

Ma:Bukhosi!

SheshoutsandIquicklygrabthetowelonthebed

andhidemyerectionjustintimebeforesheopens

thedoorandwalksin.

Me:mamayouhavetoknock.

Isayannoyed.

Ma:I'm sorrybutyourfoodisready.

Me:I'm talkingonthephoneI'llberightthere.

Sheleavestheroom closingthedoorbehindher.

Kayise:whydidyousnapatmamalikethat?

Iscoff.

Me:shewalkedinwithoutknockingandIhavean

erection.

Shelaughs.

Kayise:whydidn'tyouvideocallme,Iwouldhave

lovedtosee.

Me:youaresonaughty,Ineedtogetthisdownand



goeat,talkbeforewesleep?

Kayise:okayIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

ShehangsupandIlookatthishardandsigh.

__________________________________________

Noedits.

ThischapterwassponsoredbyMarphia



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER21

__________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ican'tseem tostoplookingatthatpornsite,itis

somewhataddictiveandinthedayI'veknownabout

itIhavemasturbatedlikeadamnfreak.Ithasreally

broughtbacktheedgeoflayingwithawomanbutI

am scaredit'stooearlyandI'm stillinexperiencedto

doitwithZamaNgwenya.Iwillgivemyselfafew

moredaystowatchandbeconfidentthatIwill

perform toherexpectations,nomanwouldwantto

beadisappointmentinbedtothewomanheloves...

Iwokeupearlyanddecidedtocleanthiswhole

house,it'saSaturdaysoIdon'thavetogotowork.I

am tryingtokeepbusysoIdon'tclosemyselfinmy

room andlookatpeoplehavingsex.Iam listeningto

top30musicchartontheradioandyouknowhow



musicfuelsonewithenergyandmakescleaning

excitingandbearable...

Iam doneinnotimeandthehouseisspotless,my

motherisgoingtobeimpressedwhenshewakesup.

Yeswedon'thavemuchbutIswearwhenit'sclean

likethisyouwon'tseethat.Ishouldtakesomeofmy

savingsandbuyanewbedsoIcanbecomfortable

whenIhavemygirlfriendinthebedroom withme

andthenI'llmovetotherestoftheotherrooms,bit

bybitasRomewasn'tbuiltinoneday.Ifinishtaking

mybathandsettleinapairofjeansandagolfT-

shirtwiththenikesneakersI'vehadfor2yearsnow,

theyaremyfavoritesoIhardlyeverwearthem

unlessIwanttofeelgoodaboutmyself.Myphone

chimesandItakeitfrom ontopofthebed,

obviouslyisZamaNgwenya,she'stheonlyperson

whohasmynumber...

*MyChoco,I'm outside.Let'sgoforaride*



Ismileandquicklyremovemytoiletriesfrom ontop

onthebedandplacethem intheirrighfulplacethat

isthechestofdrawers.IgodiscardthewaterIused

tobathandcheckonmymother,sheisstillsleeping

sopeacefully,Idecidetolockherinusingmykey

andshe'lluseherstoopenonceshe'sawake.Imake

mywaytothewaitingSUVatmygateandhopin...

Me:heybaby.

Isayleaninginforakiss.

Kayise:youlookamazingBhuko.

Me:Thankyousthandwasami,sodoyou.

Kayise:Ihavetoimpressyouknow.

Ichuckleandshebringstheenginetolife.Idon't

botheraskingwherewearegoingratherIsitback

andenjoytherideandthemusicplaying.Shedrives

outtotheveldandstopsatabigplotofland.

Kayise:weareherebabe.

Me:madam areyouheretokillme?Thisplaceis

creepy.



Shelaughs.

Kayise:Icouldnever.

Me:thenwhatarewedoinghere.

Shedoesn'tanswermebutgetsoutofthecarandI

dothesame.SheholdsoutherhandandItakeit,

rubbingmythumbonherknuckles.Wewalkfurther

stillhandinhand.

Me:baby.

Icalloutimpatient.

Kayise:Keepyourhairon.

Me:I'm baldifyouhaven'tnoticed.

Shechuckles.

Kayise:Wellthisisthelandyoucanstartyour

project.

Myeyesalmostpopoutofthesocket.

Me:whatseriously?Thislandisbig.

Kayise:gobigorhome.

Ijustpickherupandspinheraroundasshegiggles



socarefree.

Me:howwillIevershowyouhowgratefulIam for

thisopportunity.

Kayise:youcandothatbyworkinghardandmaking

surethatthisisasuccess.

Me:Ipromiseitwill,Ipromise.

Ikissherandplaceherdown.

Kayise:uhm Ihiredsomecompanythatdealswith

soiltesting,fertilizingandallthosetechnicalities,

theywillbewithyouuntileverythingisready.

Me:OhZamaNgwenya.Iam thankful,Iloveyouso

much.

Kayise:Iam investinginyouandmyfuturechildrens

legacy.IloveyoutooBukho.

Ismilesweetlyatherasherwordsonceagaingive

meassurancethatsheisinthisrelationshipforlife.

IlookaroundandIcanalreadyseeeverything

growing,peoplegoingupanddowngoingabout

theirjobsandmesittingintheofficeoverthere

planningschedulesandorders.



________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Mywifehasbeenactingstrangeagain,justwhen

youthinkshe'scomingalrightshegoesbackto

beingawkward.Itriedtalkingtoheraboutitbutshe

insistedthatshe'sokaybutdidthesourlookonher

facegoaway?Absolutelynotbutratherithas

escalated,sheiswalkingaroundbangingthedoors

andclickinghertongue.Iwon'tbotheraskingwhat's

wrongbecauseshe'llgivemethesameanswer"I'm

fineBheki",whensheisreadytotalktomelikemy

wifeandanadultIwillsitdownandlistentowhatis

botheringher...

YesterdayHlengiwecamearoundandwiththe

conversationwehadIcouldtellthatthiswholething

isstillkillingherdeepdownandshe'stryingtobe

okaybutit'sjusttoomuch.Iwishtherewas

somethingIcoulddotohelphermorebutshe

insiststhatshe'llbealrightandwe'vedoneenough



already.Shesaidshehasgonebacktosewing

people'sclothesjusttokeepbusyandpreoccupied

soshedoesn'tthinkaboutZonke.Iwantedtogive

hersomeworkbutIdidn'thavemucholdclothes

shecanfixsoItoretheonesIhavejustsoIcanhelp

inkeepingherbusy.IhaveapileIhavegatheredand

I'm takingittoherrightnow.Thebedroom door

opensasItaketheplasticfrom thefloor...

Liyana:whereareyougoing?It'saSaturday.

Me:I'm takingthesethingstoHlengiwesoshecan

fixthem upforme.

Liyana:whatarethose?

Me:myclothes,tornone's.

Liyana:youdon'thavetornclothesandevenifyou

didwhywouldyouneedtofixthem aswecanafford

newones.

Me:thisisjusttokeepherbusyLiya.

Shefrowns.

Liyana:whoisthisHlengiwe?



Me:ohshe'sZonke'smother.

Sheraisesaneyebrow.

Liyana:ohyouarenowonfirstnamebasis?

Ifarrowmyforehead.

Me:youdon'thavetostartanunnecessaryfightwith

me.

Iattempttowalkpassher.

Liyana:nowyouaregoingtowalkoutonmetogo

seeanotherwoman?

Me:whyareyoumakingitsoundlikeI'm goingout

theretocheatonyou?Thepoorwomanlosther

daughterandshesureneedsthesupport.

Ishakemyheadandwalkout,Liyanaisactingcrazy

andit'snotattractive.Idon'tknowwhatherproblem

isandatthispointI'm notgoingtoworrymyself

aboutit.Ihavemorepressingmattersfacingme

andheractinglikeanerrantchildisn'tgoingtotake

myattentionfrom that.IgetintoacarIdon't

particularlylikebecausemydaughtertooktheoneI



preferandwentout.ThedrivetoHlengiwe'shouse

innotsolong,Iparkoutsidethegateandwalkin,

thekitchendoorisopenandshe'ssittingonthe

chair,lookingatpicturesandcrying.Iknockandshe

looksupandwipeshertears...

Hlengiwe:myKing.

Iwalkinandsettledownbeforeshecanevenoffer.

Me:Iam reallysorryforwhatyouaregoingthrough.

Hlengiwe:it'shard,it'ssohard,Idon'tknowhowto

moveon.

Me:Iunderstandandrightnowdon'tforceyourself,

taketimetogrieveandletpaintakeoveryou.Cryif

youfeellikeit,shoutanddowhateveritistodeal

withyourpain.

Hlengiwe:thankyou.

Me:Idon'tthinkit'sokayforyoutobelivingalone.

Hlengiwe:mydaughter'saremarriedandtheyhave

theirownlives,Icouldn'tallowthem topause

everythingtocomebewithme.



Me:Iunderstand,socomelivewithusatthepalace,

wehaveplentyroom.

Hlengiwe:ohIcouldn'tmyKing.

Me:don'tsaynoyet,takeafewdaysthinkaboutit.

Hlengiwe:okayIwill,whatdoyouhavethere?

Me:ohIbroughtmytornclothesforyoutomake

them newagain.

Shelaughs.

Hlengiwe:Icanfixthem yesbutnewpleasedon't

putsuchaheavytaskuponme.

Iclaspherhandandlaugh.

Me:it'sgoodtoseeyoulaugh.

_________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

IhatethepersonIam becoming,Iwastryingtobe

thepersonIwasbeforethiswholedramastarted,

butIguessyoucanneverbethesameafter



sacrificingahumanbeing.Myguiltiseatingthrough

mewitheachpassingdayandthefactthatmy

husbandisnowgettingclosertothisHlengiwe

womanmakesmemoreuneasy.Whatifhefallsfor

herwhileintheprocessof"supporting"her?...

AsitstandsIdon'tknowwhoisgoingtoreplaceme

inBheki'slife,mysisterNonhleorthisHlengiwe

who'sdaughterIkilled.Myheadisspinningfrom all

thisthinkingbutwhatifI'm justreadingtoomuch

intoeverything?MaybeNonhleisrightbysaying

Manziwillnotfailus.Ishouldjustcalm downand

workonmyselfbeforeIpushBhekumbusoaway...

Maid:myQueen.

Shesaysfrom behindmeandIlookback,she'swith

ayounggentlemanIhaven'tseenaroundhere

before.

Me:yes?

Maid:thisgentlemanislookingfortheKingand



princessKayise.

Me:ohI'm sorrymyhusbandanddaughterareboth

outbutIcanbeofassistance.

Hesmiles.

Maid:I'llleaveyoube.

Shewalksawayandthisboywalksaroundthe

loungelookingaroundlikeheownsthisplace.

Me:excuseme?

Him:that'snothowyoutalktohewhogaveyouall

ofthiscomfort.

Hisvoiceisthickandsendsshiversdownmyspine.

Me:whoareyouyoungman?

Him:Iam gladmyoldsoulfoundayoungbody,it's

beenawhilesincesomeonereferedtomeasyoung.

Ishakemyheadfailingtomakesenseofthis.

Me:IshouldcallmyhusbandtheKing.

Him:calm downLiyana,youandIcanget

acquaintedbeforeeveryoneelsegetshome.



Iblinkacoupleoftimes.

Me:howdoyouknowmyname?

Him:DabulamanziKhumalo.Ihavegracedtheearth

onceagain.

Igapsforair,lookingstraightintohiseyes.

Me:NkosiyaManzi?

Him:sheremembers.MydescendantManzi,theone

whowasnamedaftermetoldyouthatI'llsoonshow

myface.

Iswallow.

Me:buthow,youareaspirit,whydoesahuman

beinghaveyourname?

Hechuckles.

Him:Igaveyouachildwhenitwasimpossible.So

thisisnothing.Imadeyourdaughter,mywifethink

ofthisprojectsoshecanreachouttotheownerof

thisbodysoIcankeepmynameandcomeintothe

Kingdom openlytoworkcloselywithhersoshecan

fallforme.Ididn'tmindthesurnameasthosewho

knowthehistoryofthelandmighthaveraisedan



eyebrowriskingeverything.

Thelastpartgetsmeconfused,whatdoeshemean

bythosewhoknowthehistory.

Me:Myking.

Isaybowingdownalittle.

Him:sowheredidyousaymywifewentto?

Ican'tseemuchnowthatIhavetakenphysicalform,

IrelyonManzitoensurethateverythingisgoing

wellunlessIconsultmyownoracle,theoneIcame

withfrom underthewaterandIcan'tbecareless

andshowiteverywhere.

Me:uhm Iahh,Kayisewenttoameeting.

Him:Isee.LiyanaIhopeyouarereadytoplayyour

partinallofthis.

Me:Iam myKingIam.

Isaywithmyheartbeatingsofast.Ican'tbelieve

thisishappening,ohletthisallgosmoothly.

____________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

Heissoexcitedtostartandhearingallhisplansin

detailgetsmeexcitedforhim.Icanalreadyimagine

him,MrMthombenitheCEO.Idon'tknowanyone

whodeservesthisasmuchasBukhosi,hehasn't

onlybeenagreatemployeetomyfamily,an

outstandingcitizenofthisgreatKingdom,oragreat

sonheistohismother.Hewaspatientenoughto

waitforhisturnwithoutgettingintothewrong

thingsjusttogetaheadandthisishistimetobe

rewardedforholdingontofaithwhenthingswere

tough...

WearesittinginthebootoftheSUV,pushedthe

backseatstothefronttomakespace,Ibroughtusa

picnicbasketandforgottotakeablankettolay

downonthegrasssoplanBwasthebootandthank

Godit'sbigenoughandcomfortable.Wearefacing

thebigplotoflandsohecanseeitinfrontofhim

andbelievethatit'snowhis...



Me:howarethelessonsfrom thevideo'sgoing?

Helaughs

Bukhosi:whenIturnintoasexfreakdon'tblameme.

Me:Iguesswewillfreaktogether.

HeshakeshisheadanddrinktheMerlotfrom the

stemlesswineglass.

Bukhosi:IwillcontinuewatchinguntilIfeel

confident.

Me:nopressurebabebutyoucanonlyknowifyou

arelearningbypracticingwithme.

Helickshislowerlip.

Bukhosi:Iknowbaby

Me:whenyou'rereadysthandwasami.

Bukhosi:Iappreciateyouforthat.

Me:enjoyingyourdrink?

Bukhosi:Iam enjoyingthiswholemoment.Thank

you.

Myphoneringsandit'smymom.



Me:it'smymother,letmetakeit.

Bukhosi:noproblem.

Ipresstheanswerbutton.

Me:MyQueen.

Mama:Kayisecometothehousenow.

Me:Iseverythingo-

ShehangsupandIfrown.

Bukhosi:what'sup?

Me:shejustsaidIshouldcomehomeandhanged

up.

Bukhosi:maybesomethingishappening,weshould

go.

Isigh.

__________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER22

___________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ourperfectafternoonjustgotruined,Godwhatever

mymotheriscallingmehomeforbetterbegood

cozifitisn'tI'm notgoingtobehappywithheratall.

Icouldn'tdropoffBukhosifirstcozIwantedto

attendtowhateveritisthat'sgoingonandifit'snot

importantwecancontinuefrom whereweleftoff.

Wegettothepalaceandthere'saG-wagonparked

outsideunderthecarport,theregistrationisGP,I

frownwonderingwhoitcouldbe...

Ikilltheengineandwebothopenourdoorsandget

outofthecar.Iam leadingthewayandBukhosiis

followingmebehind.IhearvoicesintheloungesoI

headstraightinthere,it'smymotherandtheproject

partnerDabulamanzi.Heisholdingaglassofscotch



andhislegisrestingontopoftheother,heseems

relaxedandyou'dswearhim andmymotherareold

friends...

Mama:tookyoulongenoughKayise.

Me:Idroveheresoonasyoucalled.MrKhumalo.

Iholdoutmyhandforahandshake.

Dabula:Kayise,howareyou?

Me:I'm verywellthanks,whatbringsyouhere?We

wereexpectingyoutomorrow.

Dabula:Ilovechangingmymind.

Ichuckle.

Me:Idon'tdowellwithuncertainty.

Isaywithasmilebutmytoneserious.

Dabula:myapologies.

Mama:Bukhosi,whatareyoudoinghere?

Ilookbacktofindmypersonstandingbythedoor.

Me:Iwaswithhim whenyoucalled.



Sheraisesaneyebrow.

Mama:whatfor?

Iturnmyeyesfrom hertothisrudemanwho

showedupadayearliertowhatweagreedon.Now

mydaygotruinedbecausehelikeschanginghis

damnmind.

Me:haveyoumetwithmyfathereversinceyou

arrived?

Dabula:notyet,heisalsoout.Yourmothertried

reachinghim onhiscellbuthedidn'tpickup.

Me:ohIsee.

Dabula:doyouhavethecontract,I'dliketobrowse

throughitanddiscussafewthings.

Me:wellIhavetogoanddropoffBukhosifirstand

whenIgetbackwecandothat.

HestandsupandlooksatBukhosifrom headtotoe

thenlooksatmymother.Idon'tappreciatehim

lookingdownonBukholikethat.

Mama:ohBukhosihereisjustapalaceservant.



Me:he'smorethanjustaservantmama,andthatis

notapolitewordtouse.

Mama:Bukhosison,wouldyoumindwalkinghome?

TheprincesshastoattendtoMrKhumalohere.

Bukhosi:Idon'tmindmyQueen.

Me:withallduerespectmotherIcameherewith

him andit'sonlyrightthatIdrivehim back,Mr

KhumalounconvincedushereI'm surehewon't

mindmedashingoutforafewminutes.

Ilookatthismanintheeyesandhisforeheadis

farrowed,hislipsinathinlinelikeheissuppressing

hisanger.

Dabula:Icanwaitafewmoreminutes.

Me:thankyou.Bukholet'sgo.

WewalkbacktothecarandIcantellthatwhatmy

mothersaidandhowthatfuckerlookedathim

madehim feelsmall.WegetintotheSUVandItake

hishandintomine.

Me:babyIam sorry.

Bukhosi:it'sokayZamaNgwenya.Youstoodupfor



myhonor.

Me:IfeellikeIshouldhavetoldmymotherthatshe

can'tspeaktoamanwhowillberulingthisKingdom

withmelikethat.

Bukhosi:don'trushintotellingyourparentsbaby.

Plusnoteveryonewillbelikeyou,somepeoplewill

foreverlookdownonothersjustbecausetheycome

from poverty.

Me:Iloveyou.

Bukhosi:myheartbeatsforyouNkosazana.

Ikissthebackofhishandandstarttheengine.

________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

IhavebeenatHlengiwe'shousethewholeafternoon,

sheinsistedthatIstayandhaveaplateofher

famouschickenandboyam InotgladthatIstayed

becausethatwasthebestchickenIhaveevertasted

inmyentirelife.ThiswomanisagreatcookandI

mightjusttakeheruponherofferofcoming



anytimetoeatwhatevershewouldhavepreparedon

thatparticularday...

Icouldn'tleaveheralonebecauseIcouldseeshe

wasenjoyinghavingcompany,shewaslaughing

genuinelyatthestoriesItoldheraboutmegrowing

upinthisveryvillage.Honestlythisdaywasalsoa

breatherformeaswellbecauseIgottoforgetabout

myproblemsalittleandbeanormalhumanbeing.

ThesunisalmostdownandIshouldgobackhome,

IknowLiyanaandIaregoingtofightbutIam

gratefulforthefewhoursoffreshair...

Me:Ishouldgetgoing.

Hlengiwe:yesmyKingit'slatenow.

Me:thankyouforthefoodit'swasdeliciousindeed.

Shechuckles.

Hlengiwe:youhavesaidthatamilliontimesalready.

Me:haveIreally?Mustbegettingold.



Hlengiwe:old?Idon'tbelieveso.Youareasstrong

asanox.

Me:Iwillseeyousoonokay?

Hlengiwe:okay.

Me:andpleasethinkaboutwhatIsaid.

Shenarrowshereyes.

Hlengiwe:whichis?

Me:AowHlengi,you'vealreadyforgotten.

Hlengiwe:don'tbeoffendedplease.

Me:it'sokay,youhavealotonyourplate.

Hlengiwe:thankyouforunderstanding.

Me:Iwasreferringtoyoucomingtostaywithusat

thepalaceforafewweeks.

Hlengiwe:Ithinkyoushoulddiscussthiswiththe

Queen.

She'srightbutweallknowwhatLiyana'sanswerwill

beandI'vealreadyofferedandsheneedstobe

aroundpeople.



Me:I'm sureshewillnothaveaproblem butifitwill

makeyoufeelbetterIwilltalktoher.

Shenods.

Hlengiwe:Thankyou.

Me:here'smynumbercallifyouneedanything.

Hlengiwe:Iappreciate.

Istandup

Me:Goodbye

ShejustwavesandIwalkouttothewaitingcar,

poorthinggotburnedbythehotsummerssun.Iget

inandnoticemyphone,ohIforgotaboutthisone.I

powermyscreenonandthereare20missedcalls

from Liyana,Ohboy!

________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

IcouldslapKayisebacktohersensesrightnow,

whatnonsenseisthis.Shewalkedrightoutandleft

DabulaandIlikewearenothingjustbecauseshe



hadtodriveBukhosihome,someonewhocould

easilyfindhiswayhomelikeheusuallydoesevery

otherday.IcanseehowmadDabulamanziisbuthe

istryingbyallmeanstocalm himselfdown,hehas

downedtwoglassesofscotchwithouteven

flinching,Godthisisthedevilhimself...

BeinginhispresenceisfrighteningbutIshouldjust

getusedtoitbecauseheisn'tgoinganywhere.I

shouldgoandinform Nonhlesosheknowsthatits

happeningandtheKingofthewatersishereto

claim mydaughter,hiswifeasIagreedallthose

yearsago.IprayKayisewillfallforhim easilyand

notcauseusanytrouble,hisphysicalform isavery

handsomeandsuccessfulyoungmansoitshouldn't

takelongtogetattractedtohim...

Dabula:seemslikeyou'refailingtokeepyour

daughterischeck.

Me:it'snotthatatall.Likeshesaidshehates

uncertainty.



Dabula:listenLiyana,Idon'tbowdowntowoman

nordoIletthem leadme.Sheismywife,she's

wearingmyringtoprovethat.

Me:apologiesmyLord.

Dabula:andtheboyshewaswith,getridofhim.

Me:ohBukhosiisharmlessIpromise.

Dabula:thenyouareblind.

WearedisturbedbyBhekiwalkingin,heraisesan

eyebrowashenoticesDabula.

Bheki:MashobanekaMzilikazi.

Hestandsupholdingouthishand.

Dabula:AhhhMtimande,Bambolunye.

Bheki:isitSundayalready?

Hechuckles

Dabula:notatall,Icameearliercozmy

engagementsfortodaywerecancelled.

Bheki:ohIsee.LiyanawhereisKayise?

Me:shejustdroveBukhosihome.



Myhusbandsmiles.

Bheki:ohokay.

Speakofthedevilshewalksin.

Kayise:baba.

Dabula:andeveryoneisinthesameroom.

Bheki:shouldwelookatthecontractorwaitfor

tomorrow?

Dabula:tomorrowIthinkit'sbetterIdrivestraightto

theplantationfrom theguesthouse.

Me:what,youwanttosleepataguesthousewhen

wehaveplentyroom herenopleasestaywithus.

Dabula:onlyifit'sokaywiththemanofthehouse,I

wouldn'twanttodisrespecthim.

Bheki:Idon'tmind.Getsomeonetofixhim aroom.

Kayise:mydaywasruinedbecauseofbusinessso

canwepleasegettoit.

Shesayswithirritation.

Bheki:Ntombikayiseiseverythingokay?



Kayise:youknowIjusthateasuddenchangeof

plansbaba.

Dabula:I'vealreadyapologizednow.

Kayise:I'llbeinthestudy.

Shewalksaway,onceagainmakingmelook

incompetenttothegreatrulerofthewater.

Bheki:Khumalo,apologiesforherbehavior.She's

notalwayslikethisbutachangeinplansgetsher

somehowevensosheknowshowtokeepher

emotionsincheck,somethingmustbebotheringher.

___________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Icouldn'tevengetinsidethehouseafter

ZamaNgwenyadroppedmeoff,Isatunderthetree

becauseIneededsomeairandmamawasjust

goingtoaskamillionquestionsaboutwhereIwas

andIam notinthemoodnotafterwhathappenedat

thepalace.Ilearnttopushpeople'sattitudetowards

thebackofmymindandnotallowthem toaffect



mebecauseIunderstoodthatsomepeoplewillsee

youasnothingjustbecausetheyhavemoremoney

thanyoubuttodayithappenedinfrontofagirlIam

withandwhoseesmeaseverythingshe'sever

wantedandforherbusinesspartnertolookatme

likesomenuisancegottome...

YesshestoodupformyhonorbutstillIfeltsosmall

andIjustwantedtobeoutofthere.Thefactthatthe

Queenreferredtomeasaservanthurtmyfeelings

andprovedthatsheisgoingtohaveaserious

problem withmebeinginarelationshipwithKayise.

Icouldseesheishopingthatmorehappens

betweenKayiseandthatguyandthat'smybiggest

fearbecauseIhavealreadygavemyheartandsoul

andIwouldn'tknowwhattodoifsheleftmefor

another...

GoodthingIwillnolongerbespendingtoomuch

timeatthepalaceastheir"servant"butratherIwill

beworkingonmyownthingandwhoknowsmaybe



thequeenwillseemeworthyofherdaughteronce

shelearnsthatInowrunmyownbusiness.Inall

honestyitwillalsogivemepeaceofmindknowing

thatIcan

provideforZamaNgwenyaanditwon'tbeperceived

asthoughIam afterhermoneyorthepowerthat

comeswithbeingwithher...

Mymotherwalksoutofthefrontdoorandcomes

straighttome,shelooksalittleflushed,makingme

alarmed.Istandupquicklyandhelpherdown...

Me:areyouokay?

Mama:Iam finenow,Ihadaheadachemostofthe

day.

Me:didyoutakeyourmedications?

Shechuckles.

Mama:ofcourseIdid.

Me:Ishouldgiveyoumoneytogoseeadoctor.



Mama:thatwon'tbenecessary,I'm okaynow.So

wheredidyoudisappearto?

Isigh.

Me:rememberItoldyouaboutsomethingbigKayise

didforme?

Mama:yeswhatisit?

Me:wellmydream ofowningafarm iscomingtrue,

sheandtheKingareinvestinginit.Fundsandland

areavailablewestartworktomorrow.

Shegaspsforair.

Mama:ohBukho,areyouserious?

Me:likeaheartattack.

SheopensherarmsforahugandIgointoher

embrace.

Mama:ohthatgirllovesyou.

Me:IknowandIlovehermore.

Mama:kneeldownandthanktheheavensforthis

soul.



Me:itallfeelssurreal.

Mama:wellyouarenotdreaming.

Ichuckle.

Me:okaythen.

Mama:ohGodisgood,praisehim allthetime.

Me:Amen.

Mama:butyoudon'tlookhappy.

Me:Iam,I'm justshockedsoshockedIneededa

minute.

Mama:it'sunderstandable.

________________________________________

Noedits.
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AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER23

___________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Istillcan'tbelievethatthegreatspiritisinhuman

form andhehascometoclaim whatbelongstohim.

Iam justhopingandprayingthatKayisedoesn'tgive

meahardtime,Iam obviouslytheonewhoshould

whisperinherearregardingarelationshipwith

Dabulamanzi.Iwillfindawaytoconvinceherthat

heistheperfectmanforherhandinmarriage,

thoughinthespiritworldtheyarealreadymarried...

Theywentintothestudytodiscussbusinesseven

thoughIdon'tlikethem workingonweekendsI

couldn'tsayanythingandoffendDabula,thatman

helpedmekeepallthatIhavetodaysoIwilldo

everythingtomakesurethatheiscomfortableand

tofullygettheplanshehasinmotion.Iam athis



service,whenhesaysjumpIaskhowhigh...

Ifinishpreparingaroom forhim,madesureit'sone

farfrom therestbecausehemightneedtodohis

darkthingsinthere.Ishouldeventellthemaidsnot

tosetfootintherewithoutpermission.Wedon't

wantthem stumblinguponsomethingtheyshouldn't

becausethatwilljustlandthem andmyselfindeep

waters...

IneedtogetNonhleintheloopwitheverythingso

shedoesn'tsuspectthatIam stilltryingtopushher

outofmypalace,whenshefeelslikesheknows

everythingshewillcalm downandputdownher

guardthenI'llstarttalkingmarriagewithMenzi

again.Imakemywaytoherchambersoutsideand

thehouseissilent,nomaidsparadingaround.I

knockandsheshoutscomeinfrom theinside,soon

assheseesit'smesherollshereyesbored...

Nonhle:I'm notinthemood.



Me:I'm notheretofightsisi.

Nonhle:thenwhatdoyouwant?

Me:wellIcametoinform youthatitshappening.

Nonhle:whatis?

SheaskseyesstillgluedtotheTV.

Me:Dabulamanziishere.

Nonhle:thewitch?

Shejumpslookingatmeinshock.

Me:thegreatspirit,apparentlyDabulafrom the

shrinewasnamedafterhim.

Nonhle:ohmyGod,howdoeshelook?

Isighdeeply.

Me:hehastakenoveraveryyoung,handsomeand

successman.

Nonhle:Ineedtoseehim come.

ShegetsoffherbedandIstopher

Me:calm down.HeisinameetingwithKayiseand

Bheki.



Nonhle:huh?

Me:wellhe'sherebecauseonthefactoryproject.

Nonhle:ohatleasttheystartingoffonabusiness

noteandspendingtimetogether.

Me:Isurehopeshefallsforhim withouthassle.

Nonhle:metoocozifwehavetoforceittohappen

Kayisewillfightus.

Me:Iwishshewasn'tstubborn.

Nonhle:shetakesthatfrom you.

Me:ohnoshedoesn't.

Shechuckles.

_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Icouldn'twaitforthisday,thecontractorKayise

organisedwillbecomingthroughtodaytomake

sureeverythingwithregardstothelandisonpoint.

OncetheygivemethegoaheadIwillneedtogoto



thecitytogetsomepaperworkdone,toregisterthis

businesssothatIdon'tgetintherunningwiththe

lawandthetaxmanwhenthemoneystartsrolling

in...

Imadesuretoleavemymotherwitheverythingshe

isgoingtoneedfortheentireday.She'sbeenhaving

aseriesofheadachesandIdon'twantherdoing

anythingbutjustrestingbecausesheisrefusingto

goseethedoctor.Ifitcontinuestobotherherthen

I'm forcinghertogoevenifmeansemotionally

blackmailingherintogoing.Mymotheristheonly

personIhaveandifsomethingweretohappento

herIwouldlosemyselfforreal...

Iam standingbythecornerinthemainstreet,

waitingforthevanthatpicksuppeoplewhoworkat

thetimberplantationtoarrive.WeonlypayR15to

getthere,it'sabitofastretchfrom thevillageso

walkingisjustnotanoption.Thetimberplantation

isjustawalkingdistancetomyland,about20



minutesorso.Thecararrivesandweallhopinand

theguydrives,innotimewearriveandweallgetoff,

theyheadtothegateandImakemywayleft.AsI

approachIcanseebigcarsparkingattheland,my

excitementgrowsasIcanfinallyseethatmydream

isabouttobecomeareality.Myphonechimesand

it'sKayise...

*MorningmyChoco.Iwouldhavelovedtobethere

tosupportyoubutIneedtobeattheplantation.

TodayisthebeginningofgreatthingsforyouMr

Mthombeni.Iloveyou*

IsmileasIreadthroughthetext.

*Morningmunt'omuhle,youmadeallofthispossible

formeandIwillforeverbegrateful.Iloveyouso

much*

Ipresssendandputthephonebackinmypocket.I



findawhiteguystandingbythehugetruckwith

somepapersinhishands.Heiswearinghis

reflectorvest,helmetandsafetyboots.Agroupof

guysareintheyardalreadysettingupinthesame

outfit...

Me:Goodmorning.

Him:hello,canIhelpyou?

Me:mynameisBukhosiMthombeni,theownerof

theland.

Him:ohyes,MissNgwenyadidsaywewillbe

workingwithyou.MynameisPeterGobler.

Me:nicetomeetyou.

Weshakehands

Him:likewise,youhavesuchabeautyhere,she's

gonnamakeyoumoney.

Me:youthinkthelandisgoodenough?

Him:byjustlookingatitIcantellit'snaturallyfertile

andafterweprepareitmoreit'sgoingtoproduce



thebest.

Me:ohwellthankyousir.

Him:let'sgettoworkthen.

Me:leadtheway.

Him:youaregoingtoneedPPE.Letmecheckinthe

car,whatshoesizeareyou?

Me:I'm asize7.

Him:gotyou.

HequicklygoestotheothercarandIam lefttrying

towrapmyheadaroundeverythingthatis

happening.AcarscreechesnexttomeandIjumpa

little,Menziquicklygetsoutofthepassengerside

andhurriestome.

Menzi:whatishappeninghere,whatareyouand

thesepeopledoingwiththeKing'sland?

Heshouts,Isighinannoyance.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Menzi:Igotacallfrom someonetellingmethatthe

landisbeinginvaded.



Me:there'snosuchthing.Thesepeoplearehere

workingwithpermission.

Menzi:who'spermission?theKingnevermentioned

anythingaboutthis.

Me:thisismylandMenziwhywouldhetellyou

aboutit?

Menzi:LIAR!

Hescreamsatmeasthecontractorcomesback.

Him:everythingokay?

Me:yesitis.Wecangowork.

Menzi:Iam stilltalking.Iwillgetyouarrested.

Me:mxm.

Ileavehim standingthereandPeterfollowsbehind

me.

__________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

KayisecanoverworkapersonIswear.Todaywejust



hadtoshowDabulaaroundtheplantationandthe

spacewherewearegoingtobuildourfactorybut

sheturneditintothemanagementgoingdownto

floortoseewhathappensinthedaytoday

operationandit'salot,Idon'trememberworking

thishardinmylife.Iappreciateallthosewhodothis

allday5daysaweek...

Wealsomanagedtodiscussthetypeoflayoutthe

factorywilltakeandKhumalomadeafewcallsand

gotusthebestcompanytocomeanddrawusa

plansowecanstartbuilding,inthemeantimehe

willjustbegivingfurnituremakingskillstothose

thatwillbeworkinginthefactorysowhenit'stime

toworktheyknowwhatwillbeexpectedofthem...

ThedriverkillstheengineintheyardandDabula

parksrightbehindus.Mydaughteristhefirstone

outandIfollowsuit.EvenbeforeIcanbreathMenzi

comesoutfrom nowhereshoutinglikeamadman,I

lookatKayisawhostopsinhertrackstofindout



whyheisrantinglikethis...

Menzi:myking,myking.

Hisbreathingisevenshallow.

Me:haibo,what'sgoingon.

Menzi:Ihavebeenwaitingforyouforhours.Itried

goingtotheplantationtoseeyoubytheydidn't

allowmein.

Me:youhavetogothroughinductiontobeallowed

onsite.

Kayise:Bab'Menziiseverythingokay?

Menzi:nomyprincess,athiefistakingoveryour

father'sland.

Ifrown.

Me:whatthief?Whichland?

Menzi:thebiglandbytherivermyKing.Bukhosihas

somepeopleworkingtherewithbigmachineries,I

suspecthewantstosellitwithoutyourpermission.



Ichuckle.

Me:calm downMenzi,Igavethelandtothatboy.

Menzi:youdidwhat?

HeshoutsatmeandIraiseaneyebrow.

Dabula:I'm sorrytospeakoutofturnbutIdon't

thinkthat'showyoutalktoaKing.

Menzi:Ididn'tmeantosounddisrespectfulbutwhy

wouldthekinggiveBukhosihisland?Withouttelling

ustheRoyalcouncileven.

Me:thatismypropertyandIdon'thavetoanswerto

youwhenIwanttogiveittoadeservingboywithbig

dreams.Mydaughterbelievesheisontosomething

andIinvestedinitafterallthatboyhasservedme

wellforalltheseyears.

Kayise:soBab'Menziyou'veheardmyfather.

Heislookingatmedumbfounded,hecannotbelieve

hisears.Ishakemyhead.

Dabula:isBukhositheboyyoucamewithtwodays

ago?



Ihearhim askmydaughterasIwalkawayfrom the

madnessMenzicameherefor.

Me:heisn'taboyDabulaandyesthat'shim.

Andshedefendshishonor.Mmhhh

_________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Isoakedmyselfinthisbathtubforclosetoanhour

anditdidwonders,todaywasalongdayandI

neededtorelaxpreferablywithabottleofwine.I

shouldgotothebarandseewhatmymotherhas,

hopingthere'ssomethingredanddry.Iwalkoutof

mybedroom innothingbutmyrobeandasIpassby

thebathroom doorDabulaappearsforthecorridor

thatleadstothebedroom mymotherpreparedfor

him...

HenodsatmewithasmileonandIjustwave,

there'ssomethingcreepyaboutthisguy,myblood

justdoesn'tvibewithhisperson.Yesheisgoodat



hisjobbutifitwereuptomeitwouldendatthat,

thiswholelivingarrangementisjustnotworkingout

forme,mymotherisjustsoforwardman.Ican't

waitforthisprojecttobeupandrunningsothisman

canbeoutofthisplace...

Ifindmymotherintheloungesittingbythebarwith

aglassofwineinfrontofher,hermindseemstobe

farfrom here.Ipathershoulderandshesnapsout

ofitandgivesmeasmile.Itakeaglassandpour

theredshe'shaving,atleastit'scold.Sheraisesan

eyebrowandIjustblowherakiss...

Mama:younowdrinkalcohol.

Ichuckle

Me:haibomama,I'm anadultyouknow.

Mama:haisuka,you'llalwaysbemylittlebaby.

Me:where'syourhusband?

Mama:he'slayingdownabit,saidhe'lljustjoinus

fordinner.



Me:yeahwehadalonghecticday.

Mama:howisitlikeworkingwithDabula?

Me:he'sgoodathisjob.

Mama:heisagoodlookingyoungmantoo.

Me:mmhhh.

Isipfrom myglass.

Mama:hewouldmakeagreatsoninlaw.

Ichokeonthewineandshegiggles.

Me:tohisgirlfriend'sparentsyes.

Mama:IwashopingforBhekiandI.

Ifarrowmyforehead.

Me:ohnoplease.

Mama:comeonnana,heisgoodlooking,

successfulandcharming.

Me:heisarrogant,looksdownonpeoplewithout

moneyandIhatethosecharacters.

Mama:haoKayise,youwanthim tobeapologetic

forbeingrichandsuccessful?



Me:nope,Iwanthim tobeadecenthumanbeing.

Mama:gettoknowthemanfirstbaby.

Me:he'snotmycupoftea,thankyouverymuch.

Mama:but-

Ishakemyheadandquicklyinterject

Me:QueenLiyana,stopplayingcupidwillya!

Mama:amotherknowsbestNtombikayise.

Me:onthismatterIbegtodiffersweetheart.

Mama:justthinkaboutit.

Itakemydrinkandwalkawaytogocallmy

boyfriendandfindouthowhisdaywent.

Mama:we'restilltalkingthough.

Me:I'llseeyouatdinner.

Mama:Kayise.

Shecallsafterme

Me:Iloveyou.

__________________________________________



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER24

____________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

ItsobviousKayiseisgoingtogivemeahardtime

withthiswholeDabulathing,lastnightshemade

herselfclearandknowingmydaughtersheisn't

goingtochangehermindcoztoherfirst

impressionsreallymatterandIwon'targuethatthe

spiritKingcanbeoverbearingandtosomeonewho

doesn'tunderstandwhylikemydaughteritmakesit

evenmorehardtotryandgetalongwithhim...

Ishouldadvisehim totoneitdownabitjustsoshe

caneasilyrelatetohim butheisanotherhotand

hardheadhimselfandheprobablywilltellmethat

hewon'tchangefornowoman.Thecombinationof

DabulamanziandKayiseissuicidal,Ihonestlydon't

knowhowit'sgoingtoplayoutbetweenthem but



hopefullytheydon'tmurdereachother.Kayisewill

notfullysubmittohim andIjusthopethat'sone

factorheiswillingtocompromiseontomakethis

wholethingworkout...

Ihavejustfinishedhelpingthemaidstoprepare

breakfast,ourguestprefershisfoodpreparedina

particularwaysoIhavetoensurethattheydon't

messitup.ThetableissetandIam justwaitingfor

them tocomeandjoinme.Iwalktothediningtable

withapotoffreshlymadecoffeeandDabulais

alreadysitingdownlookingathisphone...

Me:Goodmorning.

Dabula:Liyana.

Me:uhm phonesarenotallowedatthetable.

Heraisesaneyebrowandlooksatme.

Dabula:isthatso?

Me:yesitisandwhydoyouneedtobetexting.



Hechuckles.

Dabula:youdoknowthattherealDabulamanzi

Khumaloisapersonwithanactuallife,hehas

businessesandafamilyheneedstokeepintouch

with.

Me:right.

Imentallyslapmyself.Myhusbandanddaughter

walkinlaughing.

Kayise:Goodmorning.

Me:youareinagoodmoodbaby.

Kayise:whenhaveInotmother.

Me:ohIcanpointafewtimesyouweren't.

Shesmiles.

Bheki:Mashobane.

MyhusbandacknowledgesDabulaandtakesasit.

Dabula:goodmorningmyKing.

Bheki:Ihopeyouarereadyforwork?

Dabula:always.



Kayise:Iwillbejoiningyoualittlelateratthe

plantation,Ineedtostartsomewhere.

Bheki:okaymydear.

Me:what'smoreimportantthanwork?

Sheblowsmeakissandgrabsanapplebefore

headingout.IlookatDabulaandhehashiseyebrow

raisedandhisjawsclenched,what'shisdealnow.

Bheki:Ineedtomakeafewcallsbeforewestart

breakfast.

Me:Bhekumbusono.

Bheki:youknowIwouldn'tifitwasn'timportant.

Me:youandyourdaughterareworkingonmylast

nerve.

Bheki:Iam sorry,just15minutestops.Wearestill

waitingonNonhleeven.

Ihuff.

Me:fine.

Hequicklyexcuseshimselfandit'sjustmeandthe

spiritKingofthewater.



Dabula:yourtitleasaQueendoesn'tseem tohold

anypowerhere.

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:whatisthatsupposedmean.

Dabula:yourdaughterdoesasshepleasesandyour

husbandjustdidhisownthingtoo.

Me:itdoesn'tnormallyhappenthisway.

Dabula:KayiseisseeingthatBukhosiboyandyou

knowverywellthatIam ajealoushusband.Getrid

ofthatboybeforeIdoitmyself.

Me:mydaughterwouldneverdatethehelp.

Helaughs.

Dabula:andyouwonderwhyIsayyourtitledoesn't

holdanypower.Youmisseventhelittlethingsunder

yournose.

Me:I'llgofindmysistersowecanstarteating.

Dabula:ifyoumust.

HelooksathisphoneagainandIstandupfeeling

conflictedaboutwhathejustsaidaboutmy



daughterandBukho.Yesheisagoodboybutnot

worthyformydaughter,evenifDabulawasnotin

thepicturehestillwouldn'tbeasuitablecandidate

formychildandtheKingship.

_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

MymothermadeEnglishbreakfastforusthis

morning,apparentlyshewentouttothe

supermarketbythebusinesscentertogetsome

ingredients,IappreciatehereffortsbutIam abit

worriedcozshemighthaveoverworkedherselfby

walkingtherewithoutanyonetomakesureshe's

okay.Sheassuredmethatshedidn'tstruggleand

thatshehadagreattimeseeingthepeopleand

gettingsomefreshair...

WefinishedeatingandIam clearingthetable,it's

theleastIcandoaftertheworksheputin.Ineedto

makemywaytothemainstreettowaitforthevan

thattakesustotheplantation,Idon'twanttobelate



butatleastPetersaidIcanarriveataround9am

todayandIdon'thavetodothephysicalworkas

theyarealreadypaidforitall.Itdoesn'tmakesense

whyIshouldjuststandandwatchpeoplework,its

notwhoIam andintheprocessofhelpingIgetto

learnathingortwo...

Mama:howarethingsatthefarm?

Me:withhowfastthesemenareworkingtheywill

bedonebytheendofthisweek.

Mama:Iprayyoudon'tfaceanyhiccups.

Me:IsurvivedMenziandhisdramayesterday

nothingcanhinderthismamait'sGod'splan.

Mama:Menzi?Whatdidhedo?

Me:nothingshocking,hethoughtIstoletheKing's

land,didn'tknowhehasinvestedinmeandmy

business.

Mama:Ihavebeensilentforlongwiththatman,I

shouldhaveawordwithhim.Whatisitthathe

wantsfrom you?Youhaven'tdoneanythingtohim



noraskforanythingbuthe'salwayslookingto

disturbyourpeace.

ShebellowsandIshakemyheadno.

Me:leavehim belethisguiltcontinuemakinghim

actlikeamadman.

Mama:Bhukhosinomanhe-

Me:heneversucceedswithallheplansformeso

leavehim be.

SheexhalesdeeplyandIsmileather.

Me:Ineedtoleaveforworknow.

Mama:okayhaveagreatdaythen.

Me:andtakeiteasytoday.

Shesmilesandthosedimplescomesout,ohmy

beautifulmother.

Mama:yebobab'Mthombeni.

Itakemyphoneandgokissherforeheadbefore

walkingout.Kayise'scarparksatthegateatthe

sametimeIreachit,whatalovelysurprise.Iblush

andthepassengerwindowrollsdown.



Kayise:Goodmorningloveofmylife.

Me:ZamaNgwenya.

Kayise:hopinletmetakeyoutowork.

Me:youhaveworkyourself.

Kayise:IreportedthatI'llbelate.Ineededtoseemy

manfirst.

Me:ohwellthenthanks,whatagreatwaytostart

myday.

Igetinandleanforakiss.

Kayise:Imissseeingyouatthepalace.

Me:metoobaby.

Kayise:Iwasthinking.

Me:Don'ttellmeaboutanotherpornsite.

Shegiggles.

Kayise:ohwowmuntuzano.

Me:I'm justkiddingmylovewhatisit?

Kayise:Iwantustogoawayfortheweekend,Istill

havemyapartmentinthecity.Wecangothereand



justhaveuninterruptedtimealone.

Ismile.

Me:Iwouldlovethatverymuch.

Athoughtcomestomymindandmysmile

disappears

Kayise:what'swrong?

Isighdeeply.

Me:mymom,Ican'tleaveheraloneforanentire

weekend.

Kayise:IknowthatbabyhenceI'vemadeplansto

getoneofthemaidstobewithher.

Me:youthinkofeverythingdon'tyou?

Kayise:areyouin?

Me:mylovetheweekendwithyouwillbeheavenly.

ShehitsthesteeringwheelinexcitementandI

chuckletakingherhandandkissingthebackofit.

________________________________________



•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

DabulamanziandIjustarrivedattheplantation,we

needtofindanofficespacethathewillusebecause

Idon'twanttoseem likeIam takingoverthe

managersofficenowthatsomebigshotfrom

Johannesburgishere.Iwillneedtotalktomy

daughteraboutitandseeifwecan'tgetmobile

officesforthedurationoftheproject.Speakingof

Kayiseshehasn'tarrivedasyetandIthinkshewent

toseeBukhosiandfindouthowtheyworked

yesterday...

Wegetacupofcoffeeeachandheadtotheoffice

tolookatsomepaperworkandplansforthewhole

thing,theconstructioncompanyhereachedoutto

willbecomingthroughtomorrowsowecanfinda

wayforwardandgetthistrainrunning.Myphone

vibratesfrom thepocketandItakeitout,it's

Hlengiwe,Zonke'smother.Iexcusemyselftofinda

moreprivatespottotalktoher...



Me:Hello.

Hlengiwe:myKingIam sosorryforcallingyouthis

earlyinthemorning.

Me:iseverythingokay?

Hlengiwe:nonotatall,earlythismorningIhada

breakinhereinmyhome.

Shesayscrying.

Me:what?Areyouokay?Didtheyhurtyou?

Hlengiwe:Iam okay,theyjustdemandedmoneyand

tooktheTVinthehousemyphonesurvivedasI

sleepwithitundermypillow.

Me:whyareyoucallingmenowHlengi.Youshould

haveletmeknowimmediatelyafterithappened.

Hlengiwe:Icouldn'tcallamarriedmanintheearly

hoursofthemorning.

Me:Iunderstand,whereareyounow?

Hlengiwe:Iam stillatthehousebutIdon'tfeelsafe

anymore.CanIpleasetakeyouuponyourofferjust

untilIcanaffordtoputsecuritydoorsandbattlers



onthewindowsanddoors.

Me:definitely,listenpackyourthingsIam comingto

getyouanddropyouoffatthepalace,Ihavealong

dayattheofficebutI'm sureyouwillbefinewith

Liyana.

Hlengiwe:thankyousomuchMtimande.

Me:seeyousoon.

Idon'tbothergoingbacktoinform Dabula,Ijustrun

outtotheparkinglotandmakemywaytogetthat

poorwoman.Shemustbedevastated,firstlyher

daughternowrobberscomeintoherhouseand

scaredher.Igettoherhouseinnotimeandsheis

alreadysittingoutsidewithhersuitcase.Igetoutof

thecarandopenthebootasshemakesherwayto

me

Hlengiwe:thankyouforcoming.

Me:IsaidI'llbeavailablewheneveryouneedme,

thankyouforcalling.

Itakeherbagandputitinthebootandthenopen

thedoorforher.Ourdrivetothepalaceissilentand



Idon'tbotherwithamillionquestions,wewilltalk

onceshefeelssafe.IjustprayLiyanadoesn'tmake

abigdealoutofthis,mywifecansometimesmake

amountainoutofamolehillbutasaQueenshehas

toshowsympathyatalltimestoherpeople

especiallynowtoHlengiwecozsheisgoingthrough

atoughtime.

________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Iam singingalongtoFeelGoodbyLira,itsaperfect

songtotheperfectmorning.SeeingBukhosifirst

wasagreatwaytostartthelongdayaheadandthe

kissesbrightenedeverythingelse.Hisgoodmood

infectiousandmademeevenmoreexcitedabout

headingtoJohannesburgthisweekend.Weneed

sometimealoneyouknow,alotoftimeatthatand

personallyIam cravingtosleepnexttohim and

wakeuptohisbeautifulface...

Igettoworkandheadstraighttotheworking



station,myfather,DabulaandIuse.There'snoone

inthereandItakethetimetosetupeverything

beforethedayortheweekgetshectic.Ialready

haveamaidinmindthatIam goingtoasktospend

theweekendwithBukhosi'smother,she'ssweetand

downtoearthsoIknowshewon'tbeoverwhelming

myboyfriend'smotherwithherpresence.Idialmy

friendandroommatefrom thecityandsheanswers

inafewrings...

Pearl:myprincess.

Ichuckle.

Me:cutitoutwillyou.

Pearl:Ithoughtyoudivorcedmeaftermovingback

toWakanda.

Me:Iam sorrybabe,thingsarejusthecticthisside.

Pearl:Iunderstandhey,sohow'severything?

Me:everythingisgreat,I'm headingaprojecthere

formydad.Whataboutyou?How'swork?

Pearl:it'shell,Iam doingmoreworkthanI'm paidfor.



Ilaugh.

Me:thatsucks,butit'snotlikeyouaredoingitfor

themoney.Youareatrustfundbaby.

Pearl:exactlysowhyam Istillworking?

Me:becauseyouhatethatyourmom wouldwantto

controlyoureverymoveifyoumovebacktoCape

Town.

Pearl:andtothinkIhavetogothisweekendtoplay

happyfamiliesuhhhhhectic.

Me:what?!butI'm comingthroughthisweekend.

Pearl:nooooooKay,Imissyou.Doesithavetobe

thisweekend?

Me:Iam comingwithmyman'sforaweekendaway

from itall.Whenisyourflight?Imissyoumore.

Pearl:Fridayat6pm.Youbitchyougotabeau?

Me:I'lltrygetthereearliersoyoumeethim andI'll

driveyoutotheairport.

Pearl:can'twaithun.

ThedooropensandDabulawalksinandtakesa



seatfacingme.

Me:listenIneedtogo,callyoulater?

Pearl:okaybabe,Iloveyoustill.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,bye.

Pearl:bye

shehangsup.

Iplacemyphonedownandlookuptofindthisman

lookingatmelikehewilljuststranglemeforshit.

Me:what?

Dabula:wasthatyourboyfriend?

Ifrown.

Me:notthatit'sanyofyourbusinessbutnothatwas

myfriendPearlfrom thecity.

Dabula:butyoudohaveone?AboyfriendImean?

Heasksagainthistimehisheadistiltedtotheside

andhe'sbrushinghischinwithhisleftindexfinger.

Me:whyareyouinterestedinmyrelationshipstatus?

Dabula:it'salwaysgoodtoknowmoreaboutyour



businesspartner.

Me:youknowmoreaboutmeonthebusinessside

that'senoughcozmyprivatelifeisofflimits.

Dabula:feistyaren'twe?

Isighinannoyance.

Me:MrKhumaloIbroughtyouintothisbecauseI

thoughtyouareprofessional,arewegoingtohave

boundaryissues?

Hechuckles.

Dabula:lightenupKayise.

Hissmiledisappearsandhegivesmethe

murderouslookonceagain,thisfuckeriscreepyas

helljeez.

____________________________________________
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AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER25

_____________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Wefinallydriveintothepalaceyardandmyheart

startsbeatingveryfast,Idon'tregretasking

Hlengiwetocomestaywithusforawhilebecause

that'swhatanormalpersonwithaheartwoulddo

forsomeonewhoisgoingthroughsomuchbutmy

worryisLiyana.Iknowsheisgoingtoblowafuse

andaccusemeofallthethingsunderthesunandI

willtakethatjustnotinfrontofourguest.Idon't

wantHlengiwefeelinglikesheisn'twelcomedhere

becausesheis,thewomanhasnowheretogoand

asmuchasIlovemywifesheisgoingtohaveto

dealwiththisforalittlewhile...

Webothgetoutofthecarandsheclosesherdoor

andfoldsherarmslookingaroundwhileIgotothe



boottotakeouthersuitcase,it'snotheavywhich

makesmewonderwhatshepackedinhereandfor

howlongsheiswillingtostay.Ileadthewayand

shefollowsbehindmeslowly,it'sclearthatsheis

nervousbutit'shappeningandsheshouldjustrelax

becausethiswillbeherhomeforaslongasshe

needsittobe.Sheisn'therebecauseofmalicious

reasonsbutbecausesheneedstobearoundpeople

asshedealswithherpainandwhoeverthinks

otherwisedoesn'thaveanounceofsympathy.Iam

thefirsttogetintheloungeandLiyanaissittingwith

thelegselevated,shehasacupofteaorcoffeein

herhands,hereyeslandonmeandshefrowns...

Liyana:aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?

Inod.

Me:IwasbutIreceivedacallitwasanemergency.

Liyana:whatemergency,who'sbagisthat?

Sheasksstandingandplacingthecupdown,before

IcananswerHlengiwewalksinlookingdownand

findlingwithherfingers.



Hlengiwe:GoodmorningmyQueen.

Mywifelooksatmeandthenatthewomannextto

me.

Liyana:Morning.

Me:wellLiya,Hlengiweherewillbestayingwithus

forawhile,untilsheisgood.Earlythismorning

thief'sgotintoherhome.

Liyana:that'ssadbutcan'tshejustgostaywithher

children.

Inarrowmyeyesather

Me:noshecan't,theystayfarandtheyaremarried

withtheirownproblems.

Liyana:theyareherchildrenandI'm surethey

wouldn'tmind.

Me:Liyanotnowplease.

Hlengiwe:myKingIdon'twanttoinconvenience

anyonepleaseIcangobacktomyhouse.

Me:nonsenseyouarestayingandthat'sfinal.Still

remembertheroom youusedthefirsttime?



Shenods.

Me:youcangotoitthen.

Ihandherthesuitcaseandshedisappearsintothe

corridor,Imovemyeyestomywifeandsheisgiving

meamurderouslookbutIdon'tsquirm.

Liyana:whatdisrespectisthisBheki?

Me:howishelpingsomeonedisrespectful?

Liyana:thisismyhouse!

Shescreams.

Me:yesitisbutit'salsoaplacewheremypeople

canbeabletorunintimesofneedandifyoudon't

understandthisthenIdon'tknowwhyyouarea

Queen.

Shegaspsforair.

Me:youeasilyaskedabusinesspartnertostaywith

ushere,apersonwhocouldaffordaguesthousein

theneighoringtownandyouwanttothrowawoman

whohasbeenthroughalotout?Areyouokay?

Sheblinks.



Liyana:areyousleepingwiththiswoman?

Theshockonmyface.

Me:what?!

Liyana:youheardmeBhekumbuso,areyouhaving

anaffairwiththiswoman?

Me:that'saninsultandIwillnotevendignifyitwith

ananswer.

Iturntowalkaway.

Liyana:don'tyoudarewalkout,I'm stilltalkingtoyou.

Me:Idon'tengageisdisrespectfulconversations

withpeoplewhodon'twanttoreason.

Ileaveherstandingtherefuming.Whatinthehellis

wrongwithher,accusingmeofadultery.YesI

shouldhavetoldherandI'llacceptthatIwasatfault

butIwillnottakeheraccusationsfornothing.What

nonsense!

____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI



Wewereworkingatthefarm andIsprainedmy

ankle,it'spainfulashellandIcouldn'tcontinue

working.Peterwaskindenoughtodrivemehome

soIcantakeiteasy,heeventoldmethatIam not

welcomedbackuntilIfeelgoodbutthisisjusta

sprainandhopefullyinadayI'llbegoodandgoback.

Idon'twanttomissmuchofwhattheyaredoing

becauseIenjoylearninganewskillortwoandthose

guysarepackedwithknowledge...

Mymothergavemearubthatgotmescreaminglike

alittlegirlbutIfeelalittlebetterasshealsogave

metwoofherpainkillers.Iam onthecouchwithmy

ankleplacedonthecoffeetablewithatowel

underneathmakingitcomfortableenough.Iam

listeningtotheradioandIthinkit'shightimeI

investedinaproperTV,itwillalsokeepmamabusy

andentertainedwhileIam atworkandIcan

definitelycatchsomesoccerwithouthavingtogoto

thelocaltarvernandhavingdrunkpeoplespilling

beerallovermeastheystumbleallover.Myphone

ringsandIquicklytakeitoutofmypocket,it's



ZamaNgwenya...

Me:Sthandwasami(mylove).

Kayise:MyChoco.

Me:howareyou?

Kayise:I'm okaymuntuza,whataboutyou?

Me:Iam madatmyselfforgettingananklesprain

whileatwork.

Kayise:what?Areyouokay?ShouldIcomegetyou?

SheasksalarmedandIjustsmile.

Me:Iam okaysthandwasami,Iam athomeasPeter

drovemeafterithappened.

Shesighsinrelief.

Kayise:Iwillgobytheclinictogetyousomemeds

anddropthem offokay?

ShesayssoftlyandIcan'thelpbutfalldeeperinlove

withthiswoman.

Me:youdon'thavetogothroughthattrouble.



Kayise:it'snotroubleMthombeni,justkeepthatleg

elevatedandI'llseeyoulateryes?

Me:yesma'am.

Shegiggles.

Kayise:Iloveyouokay.

Me:Iloveyoutoobeautiful.

Kayise:laterbye!

Me:bye.

Ihangupandblush,mymother'sgigglemakesme

snapoutofitquickly.

Me:Howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Mama:longenoughtoseeyoulightupwhentalking

toher.

Me:Ilovehersomuch.

Mama:IcantellandIam sohappyforyou.

Me:beforeIforget,wewillbeleavingforthecityon

FridayandcomingbackonSundayifnotMonday.

Shesmirks.



Mama:loveisintheairorisitbusiness?

Me:noit'sjustsomeustimemama.

Mama:goyoutwoandenjoyyourselfI'llbeokayit's

justafewdays.

Me:Iwouldn'tbeabletosleepawink.

Mama:I'm feelingbetterandyouneedtoliveyour

lifeandstopworryingaboutme.

Me:easiersaidthandone.

Mama:sowhat?Youwannatakemewithyoutothe

city?

Me:ofcoursenotbutKayisehasaskedoneofthe

maidstocomestaywithyouandbeforeyousayno

justknowthatifyoudon'tagreeIwon'tbegoing

withmygirlandthat'sgoingtohurther.

Iplayonheremotionsandshefarrowsher

eyebrows.

Mama:youslyfox.

Ilaugh.

Me:sowhatdoyousay?



Mama:fineBukhoIwillstaywiththebabysitter.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Ihavebeendrinkingmysorrowseversincethis

morning.MyheartisbreakingandIcan'tbelieveI

mightlosemyhusbandtothatHlengiwewoman,is

itthepriceIhavetopayforkillingherdaughter?

Sacrificinghertosavemine?Thepainisjusttoo

muchandthefactthatBhekihasn'tcalledorcome

backhometomakethingsrightbetweenuskillsme

more.Myhusbandhasalwayscaredaboutmy

feelingsandtookthem intoconsiderationbefore

makinganydecisionsbutnowhejustwenttobring

herwithoutgivingmetheheadsup...

Ithastakeneverythinginmenottogotothatdamn

guestbedroom andbeatthelivingshitoutofher,

teachherwhymarriedmanareofflimits.Ihave

donetheworsttokeepthismantojustlosehim toa

womanlikeher,goodthingsheisnotdearingand



walkingaroundmyhouselike.itbelongstoher

becauseIwouldhavejustlostitanddidsomething

thatwillpushmyhusbanddeeperintoherarms.I

justneedtothinkbeforedoinganythingbutwhatI

knowisIwon'tbestandingbywatchingmyhusband

fallinlovewithanotherwomanwhileIam stillalive.

Irefillmyglasswithwineandmysisterwalksin...

Nonhle:Ishouldjoinyou.

Shesayscomingtothebarandtakingawineglass

andpouringherselfadrink.

Nonhle:Liyanaareyoudrunk?

Ilookupather.

Me:I'm loosingmyhusbandsisi.

Shefrowns.

Nonhle:Bhekumbusoshouldn'tcomehometothis

oryouwilllosehim.

Me:Idon'tthinkhewouldevencare.

Iletmytearsfallandwipethem roughlywiththe



backofmyhand

Nonhle:Liyanawhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:Bhekiischeatingonme.

Shechuckles.

Nonhle:that'sfunny.

Igiveheraseriouslookandthesmileonherfaceis

wipedoff.

Nonhle:areyouserious?

Me:hebroughthismistresstostaywithus.

Nonhle:andyouhaven'tkilledthattikiline?Youare

herecrying,youthinkit'sgoingtohelp.Whereisshe

letmedothejobforyou.

Shesaysalreadyworkedup.

Me:it'sHlengiwe,Zonke'smother.

Thatseemstofreezeher.

Nonhle:yousaywhat?

Inod

Me:butheclaimsherhousegotbrokenintoand



she'llbehereforalittlewhilebut.

Shehuffs.

Nonhle:wait,youmadethiswholecheatingthingin

yourhead?It'snotfacts?

Me:soonhewilltellme.

Nonhle:mxm Ishouldhaveknownbetterfuelling

myselfbecauseofanoverthinkerlikeyourself.

Me:sisi.

Isayshocked

Nonhle:noLiyana,showsomesympathyandgo

withthefloworshouldIremindyouwhatwedid?

YourhusbandistheKingandit'shisjobtocarefor

hispeople.Idon'twantthatwomanhereeitherbutif

wekeepbeinghostiletowardsheritwillcause

peopletobesuspiciousofusandthat'sthelast

thingwewant.

Me:I'm tellingyouthissympathyhehasforherwill

turnintolove.

Itakemyglassandmoveittomylips,shetakesit

andplacesitdown.



Nonhle:youaredrunkandyou'llenduptellingour

secretstothewrongear.Comeyouaregoingtobed.

Me:Iam notachildIcanhandlemyalcohol.

Nonhle:comeonnow.

Shecomesaroundandhelpsmeoffthebarstool

andweheadtomybedroom.

Me:youwillrememberthisconversationwhenwe

areoutonthestreetandthatwomanisthenew

Queen.

Nonhle:youshouldconsiderbeingascriptwriterfor

Nollywood.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Idrovestraighttotheclinicafterworktoget

BukhosisomethingforhisankleandthenurseI

foundwasveryhelpfulasshegavemeeverything

thatwillhelphim getbettersoonandshetoldme

thatifhedoesn'tfeelbetterinadayheshouldgo

getanx-rayjusttomakesurenothingisbroken.I



decidedtogetthem somefoodtooatthelocal

womanwhocooksatthebusinesscenter,herspace

isclean,shecooksanddishesinfrontofher

customersandsheisalsoveryverycleanhenceI

boughtthefood...

WhenIgottohishouseIadministeredhismedsand

heinsistedthatIjointhem andeatthefoodI

broughtandI'm gladIdidbecauseIgottoknowhis

motheralittlebetter,sheissuchabeautifulsoul

andloveshersontothemoonandback.We

finishedeatingandIhadtoinsistamilliontimesfor

them toallowmetodothedishesandIwantedto

burstoutlaughingfrom thewaytheywerelookingat

mewhenIwasbusywiththem,Isweartheythought

I'dbreaktheplates.Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifsome

peoplethinkIcan'tbathmyselfnorwipemyselfafter

doingnumber2...

Mama:thankyouforthefoodandclearingup.

Me:it'sapleasuremama.



Mama:letmeleaveyoukidsalonethen.

Me:goodnight.

Mama:anddrivesafelyokay.

Inodandshedisappearstothebedroom.

Bukhosi:mymom adoresyou.

Hesayswithasmile.

Me:andIdotoo,howcouldInotwhenshegave

birthtomyChoco.

HechucklesandpatshislapandIgladlygositon

topofhim,hecircleshisarmsaroundmeandIpeck

hislips.

Bukhosi:weareonfortheweekendyes.

Me:Ican'twaitforthattrustme.

Bukhosi:metoobabe.

Me:IwishIcanstaylongerbutIam deadtiredand

tomorrowisgoingtobealongday.

Bukhosi:Iunderstandbabyandthanksforthefood,

medsandspendingsometimewithus.



Me:anytime.

WelocklipsandkissslowlyuntilIpulloutbeforeI

soakmypanties.

Bukhosi:letmewalkyouout.

Me:sityourassdownandtakecareofthatankleI'll

befine.

Herollshiseyes.

Bukho:youaresuchabully.

Me:butyoulovemelikethat.

Heblushesandlickshislowerlip.

Bukhosi:thatIdo.

Igetupfrom hislapandgotakemybagandphone.

Me:I'llcallyouaftermybathokay?

Bukhosi:okay.

HewinksandIblowhim akiss.

Igettothecaranddrivehome,IknowI'm goingto

findmyfamilyaroundthetableeatingdinner,I'lljust



joinforaglassofjuicesoIdon'tseem rude,I

skippedbreakfastthismorningsoIwouldn'twantto

doitagain.Igettothepalaceandthenightguards

arealreadyattheirposts,Ileavethecarinthedrive

wayandleavethekeyintheignitionsotheycango

parkitattheback,Iam afraidofgoingthatsidecoz

it'salittledarkandfarfrom themaindoor.Iget

insideandtomysurprisethetableisemptyandthe

housesilent.

Dabula:youlovedisappearingdon'tyou?

Hesaysfrom behindmeandIturntofindhim

leaningbythedoorthatleadstothelounge.

Me:Itsnotdisappearingit'smegoingaboutmy

business.

Heclencheshisjaws.

Dabula:youthinkthisisthetimetocomeback

home?Weknockedoffhoursago.

Me:whyareyouinmyfacedude?

Iaskannoyed.



Dabula:youneedtostartactingrightcozIam not

goingtostandthisshit.Youareunrulyandthat'snot

goingtoflowwithme.

Iraisemyeyebrow.

Me:excuseme?

Dabula:youshouldcarryyourselfwithrespectnot

whatyouaredoing.

Me:youarenotmyfatherandyoucan'tbeacting

andsoundinglikemyhusband.

Hechucklesandsipsfrom hisglassbeforewalking

away.What'swrongwiththisguy,whydoeshefeel

likehehasasayinmyprivatelife?Ifthecontract

wasn'tsignedIwasgoingtogetridofhim.Iam

definitelygoingtoaskmyfathertotellhim togo

bookattheguesthousecozthislivingarrangement

isn'tgoingtowork.

__________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER26

__________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Ikepttossingandturningthewholenight,madas

hellIwasevenshakingwithanger.Whothefuck

doesDabulamanzithinkheis?Afewdayslivingwith

usherehesuddenlythinkshehasarighttohavea

opinionaboutmyPERSONALlifewhatnonsense.I

don'tknowhowhedoesthingsfrom wherehe's

from butwithmehehascometoastopstation.I

don'tbowdowntoanyonewhoisn'tmakingany

sensetome,Iam agrownwomanwhoknowshow

totellapartbetweenrightandwrong...

Ineedhim outofhereandsoonevenifitmeansI

havetofindloopholestogetoutofthecontractwe

enteredwithhiscompany.I'm suretheissomething

thatcanallowustobreakup,I'm evenopento



payingafineforprematurelyendingabinding

agreementshouldhefeeltheneedtocontinuebeing

inmyface.Idon'thavetimeforpatriarchalassholes

likehim thatfeelslikewomanarenothingbuttoys

forthem toplaywith,imaginein2020westillhave

todealwithsuchthings...

Igetoutofmyroom alreadyinmyblacksuitpants,

whiteshirttuckedinwithapairofhighheelsandals.

WehaveameetingtodayandIhavetolookthepart

andlooklikeabossincasehisassociatesarealso

chauvinisticpigslikehim.Thetableisalreadyset

whenIgettothedinningroom andit'sonlymy

mothersitingwithaclassofjuice,herbodyishere

buthermindisontheothersideofUkuthula

kingdom...

Me:myqueen.

Isaybutshedoesn'tsnapoutofit.

Me:mama!



ThistimeIsayshakingherarm gentlyandshelooks

atme.Hereyesgraylikesheishurtingtohersoul.

Mama:ohmorningbaby.

Me:areyouokay?

Mama:mmhhIjustdidn'tgetenoughsleepthat'sall.

IfrowncozIdidn'tgetenoughsleepmyselfbutI

don'tlooklikethewalkingdead,Idecidetotakeher

wordforit.

Me:IneedyoutotalktoDabula.

Sheturnshereyestomelikethathassomehow

sparkedsomethinginhermind.

Mama:yes?

Me:Idon'tlikethatguy.

Mama:ohKayise.

Me:Iam serious,Iwanthim outofthispalace.Iam

notfeelingcomfortableinmyownfather'shouse.

Mama:howcanyounottrustyourownbusiness

partner.Youbroughtthistoussowhatareyou

saying?



Deepsigh!

MyfatherwalksinandIthinkit'sbetterItalktohim

aboutthiscozhewillhearmeandmakeDabula

excuseus.

Baba:morning.

Hesayssettlingonthechair.

Me:morningdaddy.

Isaycheerfullyclaspinghishandbuthegivesmea

faintsmile.OkaythetensioninhereisseriousI

swear.What'sgoingonwiththem?Didtheygetinto

alovers'tifforwhat?.

Baba:where'severyone?Iam famishedandweneed

togototheoffice.

Hesaysstandingupandgoingbacktowardsthe

corridor.

Me:whereishegoing?

Mama:probablytogetyourstepmother.

Ichokeonmysaliva.

Me:huh?



Ma:nothing.

Shealsostandsupanddisappearstoadifferent

direction.Whatthehellishappeninghere?Imissed

dinnerandeverythingischaotic.

___________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ifmywifewantstobetreatedlikeanerrantchild

that'sexactlywhatI'm goingtodo.Ifshedoesn't

understandhertrueroleofaQueenthenIwilltake

upbothrolesmyself.Idon'thavethetimetobe

reassuringherthatI'm notsleepingwithHlengiwe,

alltheseyearsIhavenevergivenheranyreasonto

doubtmebutmyoneactofkindnessgetsherso

workedupmakingmebelievethatthereismoreto

thisthansheiswillingtoletonanduntilshedoes

I'm goingtoletherbe...

Iam onmywaytoHlengiwe'sroom togetherto

comedowntoeat,shecan'tbeconfidedinthat



room likeaprisoner.Wearenotdoinganything

wrongsowhyshouldshebehidinginthere?Last

nightwasenoughbutI'm sayingnomore,shewill

joinusonthetableuntilshegoesbacktoherhouse

onceit'ssafetodoso.HerdoorisajarandIam

abouttoknockwhenIhearhersayinghermorning

prayer...

Hlengiwe:Ihaveacceptedthatyourwillhasbeen

donelordandIbelieveinyouandyourword.Iknow

yourwaysarenotthatofameremortal,yourplans

forusarenevermeanttohurtuseventhoughit

feelslikethatmostofthetime.Blessmewiththe

spiritofacceptancesothatIcan,witheachpassing

dayhealfrom thepainofloosingmyZonke.Ithank

youyetagainforwakingmeupthismorningtoseea

blesseddayamidstallthatishappening.FatherLord

IpraythatyouabundantlyblesstheKingandhis

familyforacceptingmeintheirhomeinmytimeof

need.Iplacemydaughters'andtheirfamiliesunder

theshadowofyourwings.Inthemightynameof

JesusChristIpray.



SheconcludesherprayerandIopenmyeyesand

sayAmeninmyheart.WowIdidn'tknowsheisa

prayerwarrior.Ibelievethere'saGodbutIhave

alwaysbelievedmoreinmyancestors.Thedoor

openswiderandIjumpabit.Ilostmyselffora

momentthere.

Hlengiwe:myKing?

Me:I'm verysorry,Iwascomingtocallyoutocome

eatbreakfastbutyouwereprayingsoIdecidedto

waittillyouwerefinished.

Hlengiwe:ohyes,Ipraytwiceadayinthemorning

andnight.

Me:withallthatishappeningwithme,Icanmaybe

evenjoinyou.

Itwouldn'thurttryingherGodcozmyancestorsare

blinded,whoknowsmaybeI'llhavesomebeginners

luck.

Hlengiwe:theheavenswillrejoicemyKing.

Me:breakfastisreadycome.

ShelooksdownbutIdon'tevenwanttogivehera



chancesayno.

Me:comeitwillgetcold.

IleadthewayandIhearthebedroom doorclose

andfootstepsbehindme.Igettothedinningroom

firstandeveryoneissettledexceptforLiyana,sheis

nolongerintheroom.

Hlengiwe:goodmorningeveryone?

Shesaysandtheyalllookup.

Kayise:mama?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Nonhle:ohshewillbestayingwithusawhile.Thief's

brokeintoherhomeyesterday,earlyhoursofthe

morning.Howareyoufeelingsisi?

MysisterinlawsaysandIknowLiyanahasfilledher

inbutlookathowwellhersistersistreatingafellow

woman.

Hlengiwe:I'm takingitadayatatime.

Kayise:ohGodI'm justgladyouareokay.

Hlengiwe:metoobaby.

Me:Khumalo,thisismam'Hlengiwe,sisithisisour



businesspartnerfrom thecityDabulamanzi.

HlengiwestandsupholdingoutherhandandDabula

takesitandimmediatelyastheytouchhelooks

uncomfortable.

Hlengiwe:it'snicetomeetyoufellowguest.

Wealllaugh.

Dabula:likewise.IjustrememberedIneedtocallmy

motherbackhome,mayIbeexcusedamomentmy

King?

Me:ohcourse.

HescurriesoffandIsettleandwedishup,wecan't

waitforthem further.

_______________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Icouldn'tsitaroundthattableandpretendlike

everythingisokay,Ijustcouldn't.Watchingmy

husbandgoupstairstogogetanotherwomanwas

heartwrenchingespeciallyafterhecamebackhome



yesterdayafterworkanddidn'tbotherwakingmeup

totalkaboutwhathappenedearlier,togiveme

reassurancethatnothingishappeningbetween

them.Youshouldhavefelthowquicklymyheart

droppedtomystomachwhenIwokeupbecauseof

thirstandfoundhim sleepingsopeacefullynextto

melikeourmarriageisnotexperiencinguncertainty.

Iam hurtthatBhekihaschangedonmesoquick

andeasy,itdoesn'tevenseem tobotherhim one

bit...

IexcusedmyselftothegardenbecauseIdidn'twant

Kayisetocontinuewithherinterrogation,butmaybe

Ishouldhavestayedthroughthewholethingand

madeitharderforthatHlengiwewomantobe

comfortableinmydamnpalace,Ishouldhavemade

ithotforhersothatmydaughtercanseethather

parentsarebeingbrokenbyawomanwhois

claimingtobedealingwithherdaughter'sdeath.I

don'tthinkI'veeverloathedsomeonesoquickly,

from pityingherandfeelingguiltyforwhatIdidto

Zonketojustfeelingallthishateandangertowards



her...

IwipemytearsandnoticeDabulaexitingthemain

houselookinglikeheisonfire,Ijusthopehedidn't

getintoanaltercationwithKayisebecauseIam

seriouslynotinthemoodtobedealingwiththeir

problems,heismanheshouldcourtmydaughteron

hisownandleavemebeasmyownmarriageis

facingitsownshareofproblems.Henoticesmeand

quicklymakeshiswaytome,Isigh!

Me:DabulamanzipleaseKayiseisyourwifejustfind

away.

Isaysoonashereachesme.

Dabula:womanlistenhere.

Me:noyoulisten,theapproachyouaretryingwith

herisjustmakingherresentyou.Canyoutrytobea

littlegentleandtreatherlikealadythenmaybejust

maybeshewillgiveyoualittleattention.

Dabula:I'm notheretotalkaboutthatstubborn



woman.

Ifarrowmyeyebrows

Me:thenwhyareyoulookinglikethis?

Dabula:whoisthatwomaninthehouse?

Hesayspointingtothehouse.

Me:youknowmysisterNonhleorareyoureferring

toHlengiwe?

Dabula:yesHlengiwewhoisshe?

Me:whywhatdidshedo?

Iaskbored

Dabula:thereissomethingaboutherthatunsettles

me,sheisheavyformysoul.ItfeellikeIcannotbe

inthesameroom asher.

Me:wellmaybeit'sbecauseshe'sthemotherofthe

girlIsacrificedforyou.

Heshakeshishead.

Dabula:noLiyanano,it'smorethanthatI'm telling

you.



Me:whatareyoutalkingabout.

Dabula:getridofherandfast.

Me:myhusbandwillnotagreetothat.

Heplaceshisonehandonmyshoulderand

squeezes

Me:Dabulayouarehurtingme.

Dabula:youmadeapromisetome,Igaveyouall

youhaveandit'stimetopayup.Thatwomanisa

thornonmysideandIneedheroutofhere.WhenI

sayjumpyouaskhowhigh.Iam yourGodnotthat

weaklingBhekumbusodoyouhearme?

Hesayswithadeepvoiceandthelookonhisfaceis

murderous.

Me:okayokay.

IcryandheletsgoofmeandIrubmyshoulder

Dabula:IwantmythroneandIam goingtogetit

whetherIhavetoremoveallofyoutogetit.

Igaspforairandheleavesmetherescaredoutof

mymind



___________________________________________

•BHUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iwokeupandmylegwasfeelingsomuchbetter,

theswellinghasgonedownandIcanwalkaround

nowbutIam stilllimpinghenceIdidn'tgotothe

farm becausePeterwouldhaveshownmethegate.

Iam notusedtobeingathomeandit'skillingme.

Mymotherhasbeenfeelingawholelotbetterthese

daysandshewokeupearlycleaningthewhole

houseexceptmyroom andmadebreakfast.Iam

justgladthatsheisgettingbacktoheroldselfandI

prayit'snotgoingtobeshortlived...

It'sAfternoonnowandmamajustfinishedcooking

lunch,shemadeenoughsoIthoughtIshoulddish

upforKayiseandtakeittowork,shedidsayshe

justgotoutofameetingthattookherentiredayso

shemustbefamished.Igotomybedroom and

changeintosomethingappropriatetostepoutin

andmymotherisjusthappythatI'm being



considerate.AsIpassbytheveldInoticethatthe

flowershavegrownmorebeautifulandindifferent

colors.Ipickupafewmakingabeautifulbouquet

andheadtothetimberplantation.GoodthingIwas

inductedsoIcangetinwithoutanyproblem.Ifind

myselfwalkingthroughtheofficestryingtofindher

cozthegirlwhositsatthefrontdeskisnotthere...

King:Bhukho?

Hesaysfrom behindmeandIquicklyturn.

Me:baba.

Isaylimpingbacktohim.

King:iseverythingokay?Whyareyoulimping?

Me:Isprainedmyankleyesterdayatwork.

King:Ihopeyouwenttotheclinic.

Me:Ihavesomemedication.

King:that'sgood,how'severythinggoingatthefarm?

Me:everythingisontrackandI'm justexcited.



King:that'sgoodson,I'm happyyouarechasing

yourdreams.Wemissyouatthepalace.

Me:ImissittoomyKing.

King:sotellmewhatbringsyouhere?

Iswallowandlookdown.

Me:I'm lookingfortheprincess.

Hechuckles.

King:comeinherealittleBukhosi.

OhmyGod.Ifollowhim inandhepointstowhereI

cansitdown.

King:youknowIloveyoulikemyownsonandIwant

allthatisgoodforyou.

Inod.

Me:andIappreciatethatsomuch.

King:tellmethetruththen,areyouandmydaughter

seeingeachother?

Iswallowthehugelumpinmythroat

Me:myKingIthinkyoushouldaskKayise.



King:youarethemanBhukhosi,andI'venever

knownyoutoshyawayfrom whatyoubelievein.

Isitbackstraightandbroadenmyshoulders.

Me:IrespectyousomuchmyKingandIdidn'tmean

forittoseem otherwise.ZamaNgwenyaisa

phenomenalyoungwomanwhom myheartbeatsfor,

IhavelookeddeeperintomyselfandasmuchasI

am doingthisformyselfandmymotherIam also

workingtowardsmydreamsforherbecauseIwant

toaffordallthatshedeserves.Sheinspiresmetobe

abetterversionofmyselfandLordknowsIwantto

makehermywifeifmyKingapproves.

Heislookingatmewithastraightface.Ican'tread

hisexpressionit'sstoic.

King:youknowsheisgoingtobeaQueenareyou

readyforthat?

Me:Iam readytosupportherinherjourneyasthe

leaderofthiskingdom butatthesametimeshehas

torememberthatIam thehusband.

Hechuckles.



King:yesherpersonalityisbold.

Me:veryboldandfiercemyKing,tosomeshemight

comeacrossasbossyortoomuchbutIcanhandle

myownevenwhenitseemslikeIam toosoft.

King:thenson,youhavemyblessings.

Iletoutadeepsighofrelief.

Me:thankyousir,youwillnotregretallowingmeto

loveyourdaughter.

King:IknowsonIknow.

Thedooropensandmyladywalksin

Kayise:Bukho?

Me:NtombiZamaNgwenya

King:10%discountforcallingherwiththatnameby

theway.

HesayswalkingoutandKayiseislookingatus

confused.

Kayise:andthen?

Me:justamantomantalk.Ibroughtyouflowers



andlunch.

Kayise:aren'tyousweet.

Shesmilescomingtomeandpecksmylips.

___________________________________________

Noedits.

Iam enjoyingwritingTheHousewifeguysyoh,Ijust

hopeyouaregoingtoenjoyreadingitmore.Youcan

pre-orderyourcopyforjustR80offerends27

December2020.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER27

_________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

[AFEW DAYSLATER]

Thingshavegonefrom badtoworse,myhusband

isn'tgivingmeattentionandIdon'tknowwhattodo

anymore.Imissmyhusbandandhowthingswerein

ourmarriagebutbythelookofthingsit'sgoingto

takeamiracletogobacktowhereweusedtobe.

Wegotobedandhefacestheotherway,hedoesn't

kissnortouchmeandthatisjustsopainful.The

onlytimehetalkstomeiswhenhegreetsmeinthe

morningbutyou'llfindhim chattingwithHlengiwe

withthewidestsmile...

Speakingofthatonesoursmymood,sheisthe

reasonBhekumbusoisactingthiswaytowardsme



anddefinitelythereasonwhymymarriageisina

rockysituation.Ineedtofindawaytogetheroutof

mylife.Notonlyformypeaceofmindbutalso

becauseitwillgetDabulaoffmyback,heis

convincedthatHlengiwehassomesortofpower

thatdoesn'tsitwellwithhim.Idon'tseeorfeel

anythingofthatsortbutbecauseIhavetoplease

thismanI'lldowhateverhesaysandwantsbefore

heturnsonme...

IhadjustfinishedtakingmybathsoIcanjoin

everyoneforbreakfast,it'stimeIstoppedclosing

myselfinthebedroom andcryinglikeaweakling.I

needtostandfirm andshoweveryonethatIam still

verymuchtheQueenofthiskingdom andnoratchet

womanwillcometomyhouseandshakemylifethis

way.Igettothebedroom from thebathroom and

myhusbandismakinghiswaytothedoor...

Me:goodmorninglove.

Bheki;Liyanagoodmorning.



Me:I'llbeatthetableinaminute.

Bheki:I'lljoinyouthen.

Ifrownatthestatement.

Me:younotgoingtothediningtable?

Bheki:I'llbeheadedthereaftermorningprayerswith

Hlengiwe

Myforeheadisfarrowedimmediately,istheanything

thatthismandoeswithoutthisdamnwoman.

Me:sothat'swhereyoudisappeartoeverymorning?

Heletsoutadeepsigh!

Bheki:weprayinthemorningandnight.

Me:tellmesomething.

Bheki:yes?

Me:howlongwillittakeforthesecuritydoorstobe

installedatherhouse?

Hisfacefallsbored.

Bheki:Ididaquotationwiththehardwaretheywill

letmeknowwhentheyareready.



Me:givethem acallandfindouthowfartheyare.

Iorderandhescoffs.

Bheki:theywillcalloncetheyarereadyLiyana.

Me:Iwantyourgirlfriendoutofmyhouseandmean

it.

Mytonesendsaclearmessagebuthejustshakes

hishead.

Bheki:I'm sureyoudo.

HewalksoutandIclenchmyjawsinfrustration.I

needtostepupmygame,Ineedtosavemy

marriagebeforethatwitchtakesovercompletely.I

knowwhattodo.Iquicklyputonmyclothesand

headtothebreakfasttableandthankGodit'sonly

him.Heisreadinganewspaperwithhislegs

crossed.

Me:Dabulamanzi!

Isaysettlingclosetohim sothewallsdon'thear

whatI'm abouttosay.

Dabula:don'tcallmynamewithsuchatone.



Iclosemyeyes.

Me:Iam sorry.

Dabula:whatdoyouwanttosay?

Me:weneedtogoseeManzi.

Hestopsreadinghispaperandclosesitgivingme

hisfullattention.

Dabula:okay?

Me:IneedtogetridofthisHlengiwewomanandI'm

sureyoualsowanttoknowwhyyoucan'tbarebeing

inthesameroom asher.

Hegivesmeasmirk.

Dabula:verywellthenweshalljourneytotheshrine

tomorrowmorning.

Me:wecan'tdisappearatthesametimeyouknow

Dabula:Iwillleavefortheguesthouseafterwork

andtellyourhusbandI'm goingtothecitytoseemy

family.

Me:greatthen.



__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

BukhosiandIleftthevillageearlyinthemorning

around5am,everyoneatthepalacewasstillasleep

whenIleft.ItoldmyfatherthatIwillbeleavingfor

thecitywithBukhosiandhecheereditonsayinga

youngcouplelikeourselvesneedtimealonefrom it

all.ApparentlythatdayIfoundthem intheoffice

Bukhosiwastellinghim aboutus,itwasareliefthat

henowknowsaboutusandevenapprovesof

relationship...

Iaskedthathetellshiswifeformebecauseshe

hasn'tbeenherselflately,alsobecauseIdidn'twant

herinmybusinesstellingmehowDabulaisthe

mostsuitablemanforme.Icouldneverbewiththat

pigevenifyoupaymeamilliondollarscash.He's

thatloadedguywiththelooksbutzeropersonality

andabilitytotreatawomanright,inhisheadwoman

arejustpossessionbelongingtomanandnothing



else...

WejustdroveintoJohannesburgandthankGodwe

decidedtoleaveearlyandavoidedthesun,it's

terribletravellinglongdistanceinthisheat.Icheck

thetimeandit'sjust30minutesafter10am,Ilook

atBukhosiinthepassengerseatandhisattentionis

outside,Icantellheisfascinatedwitheverything

beforehiseyes.Ijustpraythisweekendlivesupto

hisexpectations...

Me:likewhatyousee?

Myquestionmakeshim lookatmewithagenuine

smilethatwarmsmyheart.

Bukhosi:thisplaceisamazingZamaNgwenya.

Me:I'llmakesureyouseemostofit.

Bukhosi:I'dappreciatethatverymuchsweetheart.

Me:wealmostattheapartment.

Isayandhesitsuprightandtakesmyhandinhis



brushingmyknuckles.Idriveupnorthandwegetto

myplace.Thesecurityguardatthegateishappyto

seeme,he'sanelderlyZulumanwhousedtolook

outformeandmadesureIdidn'tlosemywayasa

Royalprincess,Godblesshissoul.Iparkatthe

visitorsspaceandBukhoclimbsoutfirstgoingto

theboottoretrieveourthings,Ijoinhim andattempt

tohelpbutastarefrom him hasmebackingoff.

Bukhosi:youlivedinabeautifulplacebabyandit's

alsosafe.

Me:that'strue.

WegotaketheelevatorbecauseI'm notaboutto

walktothesecondfloor.Inafewweareoutsidethe

doorandI'm fishingoutthekeysfrom myhandbag.

TheplaceiscleanandthankGodforthatbecauseI

didn'twanttobeembarrassedinfrontbigmy

boyfriend,Bukhosiisaneatfreak.Ihearadoor

opening,welookateachotherandmyfriendand

roommateappears,shescreamsjumpingasshe

seesit'sme.

Pearl:ohmyGodKayyoumadeit.



Shesaysattackingmewithahug.

Me:youknowIkeepmyword.

Sheletsgoofme.

Pearl:youlookamazingshitI'vemissedyou.

Me:Imissyourcrazyinmylife.Youshouldcome

visit.

Pearl:definitelybabe.

ShelooksatmyhoneyandIsmile.

Me:ohfriend,thisismychocohisnameisBukhosi

andmylovethisismyfriendPearl.

Mygentlemanholdsouthishandforahandshake

Bukhosi:it'snicetomeetyountombe'mhlophe

Pearl:it'snicetomeetyoutooherchoco.

Igiggle.

Me:babyyoucantakeourbagstothebedroom.

Seconddooronyourright,I'llbethereinasecond.

Bukhosi:okaysthandwasami.

HedisappearsintothecorridorandIearnaslapon



myshoulder.

Me:ouch!What'sthatfor?

Pearl:youdidn'ttellmeheisthatyum.Youlucky

skank.

Ismile.

Me:he'sperfectright?

Pearl:Idon'teventhinkperfectistheword.Looks

likehewascreatedonaSundayandnotwithyour

standardclay.

Ichuckleshakingmyhead,thisonecanbedramatic

Ipromiseyou.

Me:imaginehowcutemykidsaregoingtobe.

Pearl:Ithinkshouldcometowakandatofindmea

husbandcozwow.

Istickmytongueout.

Me:whydidn'tyougotowork?

Sherollshereyes.

____________________________________________



•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithLiyanaandI'm not

goingtoentertainitbecausesheisjustbeingcrazy,

tryingtocausemeunnecessarystress.Iwillnot

allowhertodothattome,yesIlovethatwomanso

muchbutapartofhercanbetoomuchtodealwith

attimes.Ihavestartedprayingforher,askingGod

tomakeherheartopenuptohelpingafellow

womaninsteadofbelievingsheisheretoruinour

marriage...

Idon'tknowwhybuteversinceIstartedprayingwith

HlengiweI'vebeenfeelinglighterlikemyproblems

arenowinthehandsofabeingwayhigherthan

whatIcanimagine.Iknewchristianityexistsbutmy

faithhasbeenwithmyancestors,Iknewonlyhowto

lightupcandlesandimphephoandcommunicate

withthen.SlaughterananimalasasacrificewhenI

havetobutnowthatrouteseemstobeblocked

henceIam tryingthisGodtheyspeaksohighlyof,



HlengiwedidsayIshouldopenmyheartandbelieve

inhispowerbecauseifIdon'tthiswillallbefor

nothing...

Myphonechimesandit'satextfrom mydaughter

tellingmethatthey'vearrivedsafelyinthecity.This

isareliefandIhopetheyhaveagreatweekend

gettingtoknoweachotherbetter,I'm justhoping

thattheydon'tengageinsexualintercoursebecause

Iwishtomarryherofftohim stillsealedbutItrust

them bothnottorushintoanythingasyet.Thedoor

opensandDabulawalksin...

Me:ahhMzilikazikaMashobane.

Dabula:Mtimande,doyouhaveaminute?

Me:ofcourse,iseverythingokay?

Dabula:yesIjustneededyoursignatureonthese

documents.

Me:ohokay

HehandsmethepapersandIsigneverypage.



Me:hereyougo.

Dabula:thankyouandmykingafterworkI'llbe

leavingforthecity.

Me:Ihopeeverythingisokay.

Isayfoldingmyarms.

Dabula:ohyesitis.I'm justgoingtoseemyfamily.

Me:ohIunderstand.Pleaseextendmygreetingsto

her.

Dabula:definitely.BythewaywherecanIfindKayise?

Me:ohshe'snotintoday.

Hefrowns.

Dabula:isshesick?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:ohnotatall.Shetravelledtothecityfor

personalreasons.

Isaysohecangetthepictureandnotprobefurther.

Mydaughterappreciatesherprivatelifetobekept

asexactlythatandKhumalohereisabusiness



associatewhoIknowKayisewouldn'tlikeknowing

anythingaboutherifit'snotbusinessrelated.

Dabula:ohIsee.

Thelookonhisfaceisalarming,likeheismadthat

sheskippedwork.Iraiseaneyebrowandhequickly

softenshisexpression.

Me:didyouneedherforanything?

Dabula:ohno,I'm justasking.

Inodandhewalksout.

____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Thiscityisbeautiful,itismorethanwhatIhad

imaginedittobe,thehouses,thecarsthepeople.

EverythingjustgelswelltogetherandI'm gladmy

firstexperienceofitiswiththeloveofmylife.We

hadagreatmorningwithherfriendandIwillsay

thatsheisaloudonebutverywarm andwelcoming,

Ididn'tfeeloutofplaceinherpresence.Wedrove

hertotheairportassheisgoingtospendthe



weekendwithherfamilyandlet'snotlieI'm justglad

tohavethewholeplacetoourselves...

ZamaNgwenyainsistedthatweeatattherestaurant

andasnervousasIwasIjustwentwiththeflow.

TheonlyrestaurantI'veneveratefrom isKFCfrom

thenextneartownandtheirmenuisnotas

complicatedasthisonebutKayisewaskindenough

totellmewhatI'dlikeandthankGodshediditina

waythatdidn'tleavemefeelingsmall.Mymealwas

deliciousanddidn'tneedmeusingknifesandforks

toeatitandthanktheheavensforthat...

ThewaitresscomesandclearsthetableandKayise

asksforthebillandI'm justlookingatherinawe,

shelooksbreathtakinginthatdressandthat

cleavageismakingmeuncomfortable,I'vehadafew

erectionsthroughoutourmealandIappreciatethat

thetablehelpedinhidingmylust.Shelooksupat

meandsmiles...



Kayise:don'tlookatmelikethatbabeyoumaking

meshy.

Iraiseandeyebrowchuckling.

Me:youandshydon'tblendlikethat.

Kayise:ohwowBukho!

Shemakesasadfaceasthewaitressarriveswith

withthecheckandplacesitdownonthetable

beforeonceagainexcusingus.Iwatchherasshe

fillsitandonceshereachesforherpurseIquickly

takeit...

Me:I'llpaymylove.

Kayise:it'sokayIdon'tmind.

Me:youpaidforthepatrol,thefoodonthewayand

wearesleepingataplaceyouorganisedsoplease

letme.

Shesmiles.

Kayise:okaymylovethankyou.

Myprideasamanwouldn'tallowmetoallowher

payforeverything.Iopenandeyeslandonthe



amount.What!R700forwhatexactlyyohsab'iGoli.I

seethatthemealsanddrinksallcostR580andthe

restisatipforourwaitress.Imanagenottoshow

myshocktoKayiseandreachformypocket,good

thingIhaveathousandrandandmybankcardon

me.

WearriveattheapartmentandItaketheplasticsfull

ofsnacksandalcoholwithmeinside,yesIdidn't

thinkI'dspendsomuchmoneybutthisisformy

girlfriendandsheiswortheverycentandmore.She

isleadingthewaytothatelevatorthingandthank

GodfortheoutsidelightscozIcanseeherlegsand

thighsinthisdarknight.SheissosexyandIswear

sheworethatdresstotemptmethisway,I'm feeling

asmyerectiongrowsstrongeryohIdon'tthinkI've

feltthisway,Iam inneedofsexbeforeIturninto

saltlikeLot'swife...

Wegetinsideandgotothekitchentodropthe

plastics,Iplacethem ontheislandandwatchasshe



unpackseverything.Ileanbackwhilerubbingmy

cheekwithmythumbasIwatchher,sheis

effortlesslyswayinghercurvesandthatmakesme

thinkofthepleasureI'dfeelinbetweenherlegsas

wemakelove.Shestandsonhertoestryingtobe

tallenoughtoreachsomethinginthetopcupboard,

herdressshortensbecauseofthisandherbutt

cheeksgetsexposedandLordknowsIcan'thold

myselfanylonger.Iwalktoherandcirclemyhands

aroundherwaistandkissherneck,shemoansto

mytouchandIturnheraroundandtakeherlowerlip

andsuckonitgently.Iappreciatethatshedoesn't

ruinourmomentbyaskingquestionsrathershe

wrapsherarmsaroundmyneckwithonehand

brushingmybaldheadandI'm weakathertouch...

Iam nervousbutmydesireforhermakesmyfears

dormant.Wefindourwaytothebedroom without

breakingourkiss,it'swetandourtonguesare

dancingtogethererotically.Icanfeelbothour

hungerinthiskissandI'm happyshewantsmeas

muchasIwanther.Ifindherdresseszipandslidit



down,myhandsmovetoherbareskinandIfeelfire

allovermybody.Sheisunbucklingmybelt

impatiently.Ipulloutofthekissandsheopensher

eyespantingjustlikeme.Iremoveherdressandher

breastsareexposed,shehasabeautifulbodyandI

can'twaittoexploreallofit.Kayisehelpsmeoutof

myt-shirtandrunsherhandsallovermyabswhile

bitingherlowerlip.Itakeoffmyjeansandtheboxer

atthewetimeandmyshoesgoingtheclubasIkick

them off,myerectionspringsfree,shegaspsforair

andItakeitinmyhandstrokingitfrom tiptothe

ballsandshe'smatchingmyhungrystare,Iswallow

andmoveclosertohercuppingherbreastinmy

handmassagingitgently,herhandfindsmyhard

penisandshegivesitarubthatleavesmefeelinga

rushallovermybody.Shelooksupatmewithher

lipspartedandIgladlygiveherakissthatensures

wemakeourwaytothebed...

Ilayhergentlyandgetinbetweenherlegs,without

thinkingaboutitmyhandmovestoherhoneypot

anditiswetsowetIcan'thelpbutdroolthinkingof



howamazingitwillwelcomeme.Iam suckingon

hernipplewhilstrubbingherclitoris,hermoansgive

meconfidenceandI'm gladI'm doingeverything

rightsofar.

Kayise:Bukhoplease.

ShecriesandthatissatisfactorytomebecauseallI

wantedwastogiveherpleasure.

Ipositionmyhardmanhoodonherentranceand

lookatherbeggingeyes,shewantsmeinsideand

now.Islidemytipinandsheletsoutasoftmoanas

Ipushfurtherinwithherjuicesmakingiteasyfor

metopenetratehertightness.Idon'tthinkI'veever

feltthiswaybefore,sheismoistandwarm andthe

pleasurethatisalreadyrunningthroughmeis

makingmeweak.Iam fullydeepinsideofherand

herhandsarerubbingmybacksensually,the

sensationisjustaddingtothefiremybodyis

experiencing.Istarttoslowlythrustintoherandshe

ismoaninginmyearandItakeinhowamazingthis



feels.Sheisgrippingontherigidmusclesofmy

shoulderasIpumpalittlefaster,hearinghercalling

mynamebecauseofpleasureisagoalIhave

reached...

Kayise:ahhhhBukhobaby,yesjustlikethat.

ShecommentsandrightnowI'm forgettingthatmy

virginityistheonebeingbrokenatthispoint.

Me:Iloveyousomuch.

Isayasherlegswraparoundmywaist.

Kayise:Iloveyoutoo.

It'snotfaruntilIfeelmyselfabouttopourmyseed

deepinsideofherandthefeelinghasmepressing

herdownonthematressandopeningherlegswider

byplacingmyarmsunderherthighsandjerking

them upabitwhilegripingmytoesontheedgessoI

canthrustdeeperinhersleekhoneypotthatis

huggingmypenistightly.IgroanloudandcussasI

letgoinsideofher,hernailsarediggingmyskinand



shekissesmyshoulderasIcollapseontopofher

tryingtocatchmybreath....

Kayise:andhereIwasthinkingI'dhavetotalkyou

througheverything.

Ichuckle.

Me:Iam shockedtoobaby.

Kayise:thatwasamazingmyloveandIhopeyou

enjoyeditasmuchasIdid.

Me:itwasmagical,thankyouforallowingmeto

worshipyourbody.

Kayise:doyouthinkyoucangoagaininaminute?

Ikissherlipsandslidemynowsoftdickoutofher

andlaynexttoherwhilemyhandmassagesher

breast.

Me:IthinkIcandothatagaininaminute.Youhave

noideahowamazingitfeltbeinginsideofyou.

Iadmitandsheblushedhiddingherfaceinmychest.

It'scuteseeingKayiseblushforme



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER28

_____________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Iwokeupsoearly,nowhatImeanisIwasawakeall

nightwaitingforthecrackofdawnsoIcanmakemy

waytoManzi'sshrine.Idon'tknowwhythethought

ofgoingtothatplacescaresmethismuch,itisn't

myfirstrodeobutwitchcraftisnochild'splayand

honestlyIdon'tthinkanyonegetsusedtoiteventhe

witchdoctorsthemselves.Myheartisbeatingso

fastasI'm scaredofwhatManzimightaskofmeto

getridofHlengiwe,whatI'velearntinthedarkworld

isthatnothingcomesforfree.Yesyoupaythe

consultationfeebutthat'sjustthefaceofitall...

Igrabmyjerseyontopofmybedandmycellphone

thenmakemywayoutoftheroom.Bhekiissnoring

slightlysoIknowheisoutofitandwon'thearme



sneakout,notlikehe'dcareanyway.Aftertodayhe

willdefinitelybebacktowherehewasbeforethat

Hlengiwewomansteppedintoourhome.Thehouse

isdeadsilentasIwalkpassedotherroomstothe

darkmorningoutside...

Thesecurityguardsdidn'twanttoopenthegatefor

mebutIremindedthem thatI'm theQueenhereand

mywordholdsauthorityoverthem.Iknowtheywill

tellBhekithatIleftatthisawfulhourbutIwillbe

backwithsomethingtosavemymarriagesohis

rangeandsuspensionswillnotmakemeuneasy.I

gettotheriverandcamouflagethecarwiththebig

palm treeleafs,oncedoneItakemyphonetocall

Dabulabuthisvoicealmostkillsmefrom behind...

Dabula:Iam heredon'tbothercalling.

Ijumpalittleasmyheartbeatsuncontrollablylike

Manzi'sdrums.

Me:doyouwanttogivemeaheartattack?



Iam annoyedrightnow.

Dabula:forawitchyouhaveaheartofabird.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:I'm nowitch.

Mystatementisfollowedbyachuckle.

Dabula:youcanmakeagreatcomedianLiyana.

Comelet'sgo.

Hesaysalreadyleadingtheway.Ijustfollowbehind

withoutsayingaword,heiswhistlingsomemelodyI

can'tmakeoutandit'sterrible.

Iwillnevergetusedtothislongdarkfootpathtothe

shrinebutIknowwegettingnearasthosechilling

screamsfrom thedarkforeststarttogetaudible,he

looksbackatmewithasmilethenfaceshisfront

openinghisarms.Freak!ButwhatelsecanIsay,

he'shappytobehome.Aswefinallygettothe

shrinehisdescendentishittingdrumstoamelody

thatseemstogetDabulaoffit,hestartstodance

whileburpingnowandagainandtruthbetoldthe

owlsthatareflyingontopofourheadsareoutof



controlaswell,thetreesaremovingliketheare

peopleinthere,it'slikeI'm watchingalowbudget

horrormovie.The"festivities"goonawhileand

whentheystopManzirushesandkneelsdown

infrontofDabulawhileclappinghishands.

Manzi:theonlyonewho'severruledtheworldand

thewater.Theonewho'spowergoesaboveand

giveseveryonetheirheartsdesires.Thegreatspirit

whowillonceagainrulethelandandholdauthority

overeveryone.Welcometoyourhomethegreat

DabulamanziCebekhulu.

Iraisemyeyebrowatthatsurname,I'veheardofit

beforeandnotjustatrandom.

Dabula:youhavebeendoinganamazingjobson.

Hepatshisshoulder.

Manzi:ngiyabongamkhulu.

Heraisesandhiseyeslandonme,heflashesme

thatcheeseflavouredsmileandtothisdayitsends

shiversdownmyspine.

Manzi:Liyana!



Iexhale.

Me:thokoza.

Manzi:wecangothisway.

Wefollowhim intothehutandleaveourshoes

outsidethedoorbeforegettinginandsettlingonthe

grassmat.Dabulareachestothebottlethat

containsthesnakeandopensthelid.Iswearmy

heartalmoststops,theblackthickserpentescapes

thecontainerandslitherstowardsmewhile

flickeringit'stongue,Iam goingtomessmypants.

Dabula:relax,itwilldoyounoharm,unlessyou

camewithsinisterintentions.

IclosemyeyesasIhearthem bothchuckle.Ifeel

thisthinggetonmefrom thebackandit'sheadis

onmyshoulderinseconds.Tearsfallfrom myeyes

andIfeelsomeoneremoveitfrom me.

Dabula:letmeremoveitbeforeyoudiehere.Iopen

oneeyefirstandManziistheoneputtingitbackin

thecontainer.

Manzi:mkhulu,whatbringsyouandtheQueenhere.



Dabula:Ihavetakenphysicalform nowandIcan't

seemuch,Ihaveafeelingthatsomethingiswrong

from deepwithinespeciallywiththatHlengiwe

woman,sheisheavyforme.Ifailtobeinthesame

room asher.

Manzi:that'sbecausesheisaprayerwarrior.We

needtogetridofherbutmutiwon'tworkonher.

Isighdefeated.

Dabula:therehastobesomethingwecando.

Manzi:shejusthastoleavethepalacesoyoucan

becomfortable.

Dabula:thatweaklingBhekumbusowillneveragree

toherleavingIcanfeelit.

Hesaysandmyheartdropstomystomach.

Manzi:thenwewillhavetomakehim uselesssoall

thepowercanbeonLiyanauntilwegetKayiseto

fallforyou.

Me:nono!Pleasedon'tharm Bhekumbuso,Iwillget

him togetHlengiweoutofthepalacejustdon'thurt

myhusband.



Manzi:youhavejustaweektomakethathappen.

IclosemyeyesalreadytryingtofigureoutwhatI'm

goingtodo.

Dabula:nowtellmewheremywifeis.

ManziblinksacoupleoftimesandIcanseehe's

nervousaboutwhatDabulajustaskedofhim.

Manzi:mkhuluyourwifeisinthecity

Me:yessheis,Bhekisaidshewenttovisitherfriend

Pearl.

Manzi:mkhulusheiswithBukhosi,andtheyhave

donethedeed.

IgaspforairandlookatDabula,hehashisjaws

clenchedandhishandshaveformedfists.Ohhow

couldKayisedothistome,afterallthatIwent

throughtopurifyher.

Dabula:getridofthatboybeforeIkillthem both.

He'slivid.

Manzi:weneedtosacrificeavirginforyoubecause

ofthis.Liyananowyouhavetwotaskstocomplete



inoneweek.Youknowthedrill.

OhGodthisisnothappening,Ican'tkillanother

innocentgirl.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

¶...Likeabrandnewday

nowyouandI,we'rethefaceoffame

Ain'tnobodygotnothingtosay,no

Andfrom myfeelings

Ineverhavetorunaway

Nomore

Becausehe'shere

Holdingmetight

Noweverydayandnight

Ohbaby

Can'tyousee?



Idon'twannabewithoutyouanymore

OhhhhhhI'm givingmyselfovertoyou

Bodyandsoul

I'm givingitover

I'm givingmyselfovertoyou...¶

Iam singingalongtoGivingMyselfbyJennifer

Hudson,thissongsoundssoperfectespeciallyafter

thenightwehad.Ifinallypoppedhischerryandtruth

betoldhewasn'tbadforthefirsttime,butit'snot

likeIhavealotofexperienceorreferencesto

comparehim to.EitherwayI'm happywithhowit

turnedout,heinitiateditandtookitalltheway.I

enjoyedeveryminuteofitashetookchargeasthe

manandthankGodIforcedhim towatchXvideos

cozitclearlyhadahandinhowhedeliveredthose

strokes,mypussyisevenpulsatingatthethoughtof

him insideme...



Iwokeupearlytomakehim breakfast,Ijustwanna

appreciatehim andshowhim howmuchIlovehim.

I'm innothingbuthist-shirt,it'snotlongenoughas

mybuttcheeksareexposedandIhaveno

underwearon.ImadesomethinglightbecauseI

wantustogohavebrunchsomewherenicebeforeI

showhim moreofjohannesburg...

IpourthecranberryjuiceinaglassasIfeelhis

handswraparoundme.Ismilewhenhislipslandon

thenapeofmynecksendingdeliciousshiversdown

myspinetomyclitoris.Canhejustpartmylegsand

pumpmefrom behindbecausewowIcan'tseem to

haveenoughofhisjunior.Heturnsmearoundand

beforeIcansayanythinghetakesmylipsintohis

kissingthem passionately,thetasteofmintfrom the

toothpastemakesmesuckonhistonguelonger

thanIshouldandthatearnsmehiserection,Ifeelit

pokingmebelowmybellybutton,yepI'm shortlike

thattothisman.Iholdhim tighterandhishands

movetomyassandhesqueezesgentlymakingme

moaninhismouth.Hepullsoutbeforethingsgoany



furtherandIfarrowmyforehead...

Bukhosi:goodmorningmylove.

Me:whydidyoustop?

HisbeautifulsmileformsandhowcanInotmelt?

Bukhosi:thislooksgood.

HesayshiseyesonthetrayoffoodandIremember

Imadehim breakfast.

Me:ohthisisforyoubutIwantedtoserveittoyou

inbed.

Hekissesmyforehead.

Bukhosi:really?thenletmegobacktobedthen.

HeturnsbeforeIcansayanythingandIchuckle.I

puttheplateinthemicrowaveandwarm them up

beforeheadingtothebedroom,leavingJennifer

Hudsononrepeat.Istoponmytracksasmyeyes

landonthisnakedchocolatemanposingonmybed

withhiserectionstrongandsteady.Isalivateatthe

sightofthisperfectionthatisallmine.



Bukhosi:areyougoingtobringmemyfood

ZamaNgwenya?

Hisvoicehitsthefinalnailonmycoffinasthemoist

betweenmylegsincreasesandit'samatterof

secondstillmyarousaldripsdownmythighs.

Me:ohyesbabythisisforyou.Hopeyouenjoyit.

IwalkfurtherinandhesitsupstraightsoI'm ableto

placethetraysteadyonthebedwithhislegs

betweenit.Hetakesthesausageandbitesit.

Bukhosi:mhhhthisisgoodbaby.

Ismile

Me:canwepleasegooutforbrunchafter.

Bukhosi:brunch?

HeaskscarefreeandIlovehowhehasgrown

comfortablewithmethathedoesn'tfeelbadwhenI

saysomethinghedoesn'tunderstandbutrather

askswhatitis.

Me:it'sacombinationofbreakfastandlunchand

canbeservedwithalcoholicbeverages.



Henods.

Bukhosi:okaybabeandpleasetakemetoan

affordableclothingstoresoIcanbuymyselfafew

items.

HesaysandInodwithasmile.

Bukhosi:IloveyouKayisewithallmyheart,just

knowthatlastnightwasusbecomingoneandfrom

thenIwillneverloveanywomanlikeIdoyou.

Myheartispumpedwithjoyandcontentment

Me:IloveyoutoomychocoandyouknowI'm inthis

forlifeandpleaseremindmetobuythemorning

afterpill,wedon'twanttodisappointmyfatherwith

pregnancybeforewegetmarried.

Bukhosi:okayandI'm reallysorryfornotbringing

condoms.

Me:it'sokay,Iwillgetonthepillsowedon'thaveto

worry.

_____________________________________________



•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Iwokeupandmywifewasn'tnexttome,todayI

wantedtotalktoherandfindoutwhat'sgoingon

withher,yesIknowIsaidI'm goingtolethebebut

LiyanaismywifeandIloveherandthesefewdays

havebeenhecticsomuchthatImissher.Idon't

wantanythingcominginbetweenusandifIhaveto

reassurehertomakesurethingsarerightthen

that'swhatI'lldo...

MyprayersessionwithHlengiwewasapowerful

one,shesaidshewasn'tfeelingokayandshefelt

likesomethingisgoingtohappen.Shecriedduring

ourprayerandonceweweredoneshewasshaking

thatIhadtoaskhertosleepalittlesoshecanfeel

better.Iam veryfondofHlengiweandagreaterpart

ofmewantstohelpherhealthepainoflosingher

daughter,I'm alsogratefulthatsheintroducedmeto

prayerandbecauseofitIfeelsohopefulthat

whateverisgoingtohappentomyfamilyandthe



wholevillagebecauseofthisunknownenemywill

passwithusvictorious...

Iputonmywatchandgotothekitchentogetthe

plateofbreakfastIaskedthemaidstosaveforher.I

findtheplateinthemicrowaveandpourheraglass

ofjuiceandtakebottledwatergoingtoherroom.I

knockbutIgetnoresponsesoIjustopen,walkingin

sheisstillinbedsleepingpeacefully.Iplacethe

plateandtheglasswiththebottleofwateronthe

pedestalandsitontheedgeofthebedbefore

shakinghergentlywakingherup.Hlengiweopens

hereyesslowlyandwhentheylandonmesherubs

them andsitsupstraight...

Hlengiwe:myking.

Me:Hlengi,howareyoufeeling?

Shesighsdeeply

Hlengiwe:betterbutthefeelingisstillverymuch

lingering.



Inod.

Me:havesomethingtoeat.

Hlengiwe:thanksbutIdon'thaveanappetite.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:pleaseeat,forme.

Shegivesmeafaintsmile.

Hlengiwe:I'llhaveafewbitesthen.

Me:it'sbetterthannothing.

Ihandhertheplateandsheeatsslowly.Myphone

chimesinmypocketandItakeitout,it'sSgonondo

theboywhohastakenoverBukhosi'sposition.His

textsaysmakhosiisaskingformypresenceand

he'swaitingintheancestralroom.

Me:Hlengi,Iwillberightback.

Shenodsbecauseshehashermouthfull.

Iwalkoutofherbedroom andheadoutsidetothe

hutdedicatedtomyancestors.Ifindhim alreadyin

there,candlesburningandimphephosmellingand

its'smokefillingtheroom.UyaphahlasoIjust



removemyshoesandsettleonthestrawmat.He

continuesandI'm sittingherewonderingwhat's

happening.

Ijusthopethisisgoodnewsatleast.Hefinishes

communicatingwiththenhelooksupatme.

Makhosi:nkosiyami(myking).

Me:iseverythingokay?

Iaskandyoucannotmissthepanicinmyvoice.He

letsoutadeepsigh.

Makhosi:yourancestorshavemadecommunication.

Me:isitabouttheenemy?

Makhosi:nomyking,theyareblindtowardsthat

matter.

Ihuff

Me:thenwhatdidthesay.

Makhosi:theycommunicatedthisrequestafew

daysagoandIhavebeentryingtofindclearitybut

theyjustsaythatwithurgency.

Ifrown,whatcouldbemoreurgentthanthedamn



enemywhoiscomingtodestroyme.

Me:whatdotheywantfrom me?

Iaskbored.

Makhosi:theywantyoutotakeMaShangeasyour

wife.

Ifrownandrubmychininconfusion.

Me:whoisMaShangeandwhywouldImarryher

whenIhaveLiyana.

Makhosi:Ionlycommunicatewhattheytellmeand

that'sallnoexplanationjustthatyoushouldmarry

Hlengiwe.

Igaspforairandshakemyhead.

Me:theHlengiweinmyhome?

Makhosi:yesmyking,Zonke'smother.

Ohno,Iburrymyheadinmyhandstryingto

comprehendwhathejustsaidrightnow.

________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI



Ididn'tbelievelifecangothiswayforaguylikeme.I

can'tbelieveIfoundloveinonepersonIonly

thoughtI'donlyadmirefrom afarbutshesawme,

shesawmeforwhatIam andnotwhatIhave.

Kayisedidn'tcareaboutthedifferencein

backgroundsbetweenus,shewaswillingtolovemy

poorselfandhelpmerealizemytruedreamsand

worktowardsthem.Thisgirlisallmydreamscome

trueandIwishIcanjustshowherhowmuchshe

meanstome...

Thenshegavemeherbodyandourlovewas

consummatedandwebecomeonesoul.Mylove

multipliedandIknowIwanttoloveherforever

throughitall.AllfourseasonssheistheoneIwant,

whenImakeitinlifeIwilllaymyworlddownather

feetandgivehereverythinginherwildestdreams.

Mywomanmyeverything,Iswearfrom hereonlife

canonlygetbetter,from hereIworktogetthefarm

offthegroundsoIcanstartmakingmoneytopay

herlobolawhichwon'tcomecheapbutit'sallworth

itbecauseIwillbetheluckiestmanintheworld...



WestartedattheclothingstoreandIgotafewpairs

ofjeansandpantsshecalledchinosandcargo

pants,agoodamountoft-shirtsandtwopairsof

sneakersandmansandals.Everythingwaschosen

byherandIlovethem all.Thoughitallcostedhalfof

mysavingsitstillfeltgood,atleastIhavesome

moneyleftforthebedIwantedtobuy.Nowweare

atsomerestauranthavingthebrunchshespokeof,

sheaskedthatshepaysforeverythingbecauseI

justboughtmyselfclothesandIwantedtosayno

butKayiseusedheraccountingdegreetogetmeon

boardofnotusingthelittleIhaveleftbyexplaining

allthesebombasticterminology.Wearehavinga

drinkcalledmimosa,it'schampagnemixedwith

orangejuiceandittastesreallygood...

Me:I'm havingagoodtime.

Kayise:I'm gladyouareBukho.

Shesipsonherdrink.

Me:whenareweleavingbaby?

Kayise:onMondaychocolate,tomorrowIwantusto



gotothefourwaysfarmersmarket.

Me:whatisthatnow?

Kayise:letitbeasurprisebutIknowyouaregoing

toloveit.

Me:Itrustyou.

Aguyapproachesthetableandheisn'tawaitress,

heisinanoutfitthatscreamswealthandpower.He

stopsbehindZamaNgwenyaandtakesoffhis

sunglasses.

Him:Kayise?

Hecallsoutunsureandshefrownsbeforelooking

backathim.

Kayise:Lunje?

Sheisshocked.

Him:Ithoughtthatwasyou.Iwassittingoverthere

withthegentsandmyeyeskeptlandingonyou.

Kayise:yepitisme.

Him:wowyoulookbeautifulbabe.Iheardthatyou

backhome.



Iraisemyeyebrow,whoisthisguyagain?

Kayise:yesIwasneverheretostay.

Him:yepIknowIcould'vebeentheking.

HechucklesbutZamadoesn't,Ican'tseeher

becauseshe'slookingathim withherbacktowards

me.

Kayise:mhhhh.

Couldthisbetheguythattookhervirginity?Ifheis

thenIam definitelyadowngrade.

Him:sowho'sthis?Yourguard?Icanseethebuilt

body,yousafehey.

Heasksandittakeseverythinginmenottoreactin

shametothatstatement.

Kayise:excuseyouLunje!ThisismyfianceBukhosi.

Sheonceagaincomestomyrescuebutmyegohas

takentheblow.

Him:ohshitI'm sorry.It'sjust.

Kayise:justshutupanddisappear.



Hescoffsandputshisglassesbackonandtakes

outacardfrom hiswallet.

Him:givemeacallsometimesowecancatchup.

Shedoesn'ttakeitnordoesshesayanythingbut

facestowardsmewithpleadingeyes.Thisguyputs

thecardinthebagonthechairthendisappears,I

haveneverfeltsosmallasIdonow.

Kayise:I'm sorrybaby,Ididn'tthinkwe'dbumpinto

him.

Me:canwegoplease.

Kayise:babypleaselet-

Iquicklyinterject

Me:pleaseIcan'tstayhereanylonger.

Shecloseshereyes.

Kayise:okayletmecallthewaitress.

Myperfectdayjustgotruined,mypovertystricken

selfhasonceagainremindedmethatsheistoo

goodforme.

_____________________________________________



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER29

________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

IjustpaidthebillandBukhosiwasalreadyatthe

doorgoingtothecar,Ihonestlyunderstandwhyhe

wouldtakeoffensefrom whatLunjesaidandany

manwouldbutsomedayhe'sgoingtohavetobe

abletostandupforhimselfandourrelationship.

YesIdon'tminddefendinghishonorwhenIfeelit's

onlyrightbutatsomepointhe'sgoingtoneedtobe

abletotakeoverthisrelationshipastheman...

YesI'm notsobigongenderrolesbutIthinkmost

womanincludingmewantamanwhotakescharge,

canleadthem,protectandfightfortheirlove.Atthe

endofthedayI'm planningongoingallthewaywith

BukhosiandbecauseofthatheisgoingtobeaKing

andthatrequiresconfidenceinone'sselfasnowthe



responsibilityofanationwillbeonhisshouldersso

whateverheencountersalongthewaywillneedto

dealwithitswiftly...

Iunderstandhedidn'tgrowupwithasilverspoon

likemyselfandLunje,lifeforhim wasdifficultand

probablystillisbutnowheisdoingsomethingwith

hislife.Thisinferioritycomplexneedstostop,no

onewilltakehim seriousifhelooksdownon

himself,seriousrespectedbusinessmanstarted

from humblebeginnings.Ilovehim withallmyheart

andIwillconstantlychoosehim overthelikesof

LunjeandDabulabutwhathedidjustputmeoff

seriously...

Igettotheparkinglotandhe'sleaningonthecar

withhiseyesfixedonhisphone.Thecomplexis

nowbusywithpeoplegoingupanddown,likethem

weweresupposedtobehavingagreatafternoon.I

putmypurseandthepiggybaginthebackashe

slipsinthepassengerseat,Ijoinhim andbringthe



enginetolife.ThesilenceistoomuchformesoI

putonsomemusicjusttokillthisuncomfortable

silence.Wegethomeandstillnowordhasbeen

exchangedbetweenussincewelefttherestaurant,I

don'twannaforceaconversationonhim soI'm

goingtoleavehim beuntilhehascalmeddown.He

takesouteverythinginthebackandweheadtothe

apartment,Igostraighttothebedroom andchange

intoacomfortabledressandwalkbarefoottothe

kitchen,Ineedaglassofwine.Ifinddryredchilling

inthefridgeandIgrabaglassandgulpdownthe

content.Ifeelhim grabmefrom theback,Iclosemy

eyesashistouchignitessomethingdeepwithin

me...

Bukhosi:I'm sosorryZamaNgwenya.

Hekissesmyear.

Me:whydidyouletsomeonewhomeansnothingto

meruinourmoment?

Heletsoutadeepsigh.

Bukhosi:Ijustlistenedtowhathesaidandtookitto



heart.

Me:asyoushouldbecauseitwasoffensivebutyou

shouldhavesethim straightpolitelybecausethat's

themanyouare,calm andreserved.

Bukhosi:sometimesIfeellikeyouaretoogoodfor

me,andonedayyou'llrealizethisandleaveme.

Me:stopthisBukhoplease.Youareenoughandyou

makemehappybutyourlowselfesteem iswhatwill

makemerecoilfrom younotanothermanevenifhe

isabillionaire.

Bukhosi:youareright,Ineedtostopfeelingsorryfor

myself.Ididn'tchoosetobeborninpovertyandI

shouldstopallowingittocontrolmyemotions.I

havesomethinggoingonformenowit'sbigandit

willwipetheshameIhavealwaysbeensubjectedto.

Youaremydreamscometrue.Iloveyoubabyand

I'm reallysorry.

Me:Iloveyoutoochocolate.

Bukhosi:andweforgottobuythepillyouspokeof.

Icussundermybreath.



Me:weneedtogettothepharmacynow.

Hechucklesatmypanic.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Iam soangrywithKayise,howthehelldoesshego

outtheretosleepwithBukhosi?Imeanheisnothing

butourservantsohowdaresheallowacommoner

tohavehiswaywithherbodylikethat.Iam

disappointedinmydaughter,whenIwasherageI

wasstablewithherfatherandhewastheonlyman

whoknewmynakednessandtodateBekhiisstill

theonlymanI'veeversleptwithbutIcan'tsaythe

sameabouther.Herstupiditykeepscostingmeas

nowIhavetofindavirginforDabulaandIdon't

knowifmyconsciouswillcarrymethroughtheguilt

onceagain...

Ihavebeentryingtocomeupwithawaytokilltwo

birdswithonestone-HlengiweandBukhosi-.They



areboththornsonmysideastheirpresenceisjust

costingmemorethanIbargainedfor.Ididn'tsignup

todealwithallthesepeople,sacrificesandliving

withspiritsinmyhome.Ijustwantedachildtosave

mymarriagebutI'm herenowandcomplainingwill

notgetmeanywhere...

IparkoutsideBukhosi'shouseandmakemyway

inside.TheyardiscleanI'llgiveittothem butIcan

smellpovertyfrom amileaway.It'sclearthisboyis

onlywithKayisebecauseofthemoneyandpower

shecomeswithbutI'llbedammedifhecontinuesto

usemychildlikeshe'sabank.Thedoorisopenand

Ipeepinsidetofindoneofthemaidsthatworkat

thepalacebusyonthestove...

Me:Khanyo!

Heeyesmovetomeandpanicflashesacrossher

face.

Khanyo:myqueenuhm ma?



ShemumblesandIstepin.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Khanyo:I'm stayingwithmam'Phindileforthe

weekend.

Ihuff.

Me:onwho'sorders?

Khanyo:theprincessaskedmetodothisforherand

itismyweekendoffsoIdidn'tmind.

Inod.

Me:right,IwilldealwithyouonMonday.

Isayandawashedoutwomanappearscoughingat

leastshehasmannersasshecoveredhermouth

withherarm.

Phindile:ohIdidn'trealizewehaveaguest,my

queenwelcome.

Me:youmustbeBukhosi'smom.

Phindile:yesIam,pleasecomeoninandtakeasit.

Ilookaroundwithmyfrownedface.



Me:nothankyou,I'llstand.

Phindile:oh,towhatdoIowethepleasureofroyalty

gracingmyhome.

Me:areyouawareofwhatyoursonisdoingwithmy

Kayise?

Hersmilewidens.

Phindile:yourdaughterissuchasweetheart.

Bukhosiisveryblessedthathereyeslandedonhim.

Ichuckle.

Me:exactly!heisnotinherclass.

Theybothgaspforair.

Phindile:excusememyQueen?

Herexcitementhasdieddown.

Me:hemanagedtogetafarm outofmydaughterso

getyourgolddiggertobackoff.

Phindile:mysonisnotwiththeprincessforher

money.Hegenuinelylovesandcaresforher.

Me:whatcouldhepossiblyofferher?Hehas



nothing.Lookatthisplaceit'spovertyeverywhere.

Iwavearoundwithmyhand.

Phindile:withallduerespectmyQueenyoudidn't

haveadimewhentheKingmarriedyouandyou

camefrom thesamepovertyyouarenowlooking

downon.Don'tcomeheretoinsultusforwhatyou

didn'tworkfor.

Iraiseaneyebrow.

Me:howdareyouspeaktomeinthatmanner?

Sheshakesherheadslightly.

Phindile:pleaseleavemyhouse.

Me:youwillregretthis.

Isayandheadoutfeelinginfuriated.

_____________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

WillIcatchabreak?Can'tIdealwithonematterata

time?I'm stilltryingtofigureoutwhothisdamn



enemyisandwhattheyareherefornowtheytellme

tomarryHlengiwewithoutanyexplanation.My

ancestorsaretoyingwithmeandmylife,Ihave

neverbeenonetogetintopolygamybecauseInever

believedyoucanlovemorethanoneperson.Ilove

Liyanawithallmyhearteventhoughwearegoing

througharoughpatchatthemoment...

MakhosileftandIstayedintheancestralroom,

candleslitandimphephostillburning.Thisphasein

mylifeisdrainingandmakingmewishthatIwasn't

akingbutanormalhumanwhodoesn'ttakeorders

from thosewhodiedyearsandyearsago.Theyare

failinginhelpingmefighttheenemybuttooquickin

askingforanotherwife.Iwalkoutleavingeverything

asisandheadtothemainhouseprayingthatIdon't

bumpintoHlengiwebecauseIwouldn'tknowhowto

lookather...

AtleastIstillhavesomeluckonmysidebecauseI

makeitintomybedroom withoutrunningintoher.



Liyanaisbackfrom wherevershedisappearedto

sincemorning,she'sonhersideofthebedcryingso

painfullymakingmyheartshatterintheprocess.I

quicklygotoherandkneeldowntakingherhands

andinterlockingourfingers...

Me:what'swrongLiya?

Iaskpanickingandsheshakesherhead.

Me:talktomemylove,what'swrong?

Liyana:Ijust,I'm justmissingyousomuchBheki.

Didn'tIjustdie?

Me:ohLiya,Imissyoutoomywife.

Liyana:I'm loosingaren'tI?

SheasksandIcanhearthepaininhervoice

Me:never,whenIsaidforeverImeantit.

Liyana:thenwhyhaveyoubeentreatingmethisway?

Disregardingmyfeelings?

Me:itwasn'tintentional.Youdidn'twanttoshowany



empathytowardsafellowwomanwhoisgoing

throughthemostpain.Idon'tknowyoutobeso

heartlessandIdidn'tknowhowtodealwithitall.

Liyana:I'm sorryforthatbutIjustdidn'twantthe

othervillagerstofeellikewearebiased.We've

alwayshelpedotherswhiletheystayedintheir

homesbutwhenitcametoheryouchanged

everythinghenceIthoughtsomethingwasgoingon

betweenthetwoofyou.

Me:Ihearyouandyouaremakingsense.Iapologise

formakingyoufeelthiswayinyourownhome.I

didn'tthinkitthrough.

Iwipehertearsandkissthebackofherhand.

Liyana:thankyou.

Me:Iwillcontactthehardwarestoreandaskthem

tobequickingettingHlengiwe'shouseready.

Liyana:andwewillcontinuehelpingherevenwhen

she'satherownhome.

Me:nomorefighting?

Shesmiles



Liyana:nomore.

IhugherwiththeissueofmemarryingHlengiwe

stillheavyinmyheart.

__________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

IdecidedtostaywithmygreatgrandsonManziafter

Liyanalefttheshrine.Wehadtotalkabout

everythingasIcanseethatthiswholethingisn't

goingaccordingtoplan.Liyanaisfailingtodeliver

soit'stimeItookmattersinmyownhandsand

sidelineherfrom everythingbutitwouldn'tbethe

firsttime...

IwantmythronebackandI'llhaveitnomatterwhat

butIneedKayiseforthattohappen.Her

grandmotherLiyana'smotherwasadarkperson

withavileheart,sheneverwantedotherstosucceed

andshewouldalwaysconsultantmygrandson

Mambatohelpheruntilshefacedproblemswithher



daughterLiyanabutitwasn'taproblem asIhad

instructedMambatoblockLiyana'swombfrom

conceivingsoshecancometousforhelpandIcan

makethedemandofthem givingKayisetomeasa

wifesoIcangetthethronethatwasstrippedoffme

manyyearsago,Kayisewasconceivednaturallybut

Liyanathinksotherwiseevenherdeadmotherdid.If

theylearntthatItideherwombtheywouldn'thave

agreedtoanyofthis...

ThiskingshipbelongedtotheCebekhulu's,ever

sincethislandwasdiscovered.Everysonwhowas

thesuccessorofthethronewasbornwithagift,a

healersgift,wecouldcommunicatewiththe

ancestorsandusemutitohelpthesickandgetrid

ofdarkness.Myforefathersdidthatbutthewasn't

anythrillinitsoIstartedusingittobettermyself

andtakewhateverIwantedfrom thevillagers.My

powerswereinthewatersandIhealedandcaused

distractionswithithencemyname.Mypeoplewere

afraidofmeandthatmademefeelpowerful,noone

wouldstandinfrontofmeandtellmeany.Myson



NgonyamaandIwerefearedacrossvillagesand

thatmadeusthinknoonewouldtryanythingwithus

andwerelaxed.That'swhenNgwenyathefirst

conspiredwithotherkingsfrom neighboringvillages

toremovemeaskingandbanishmeintothewater

withthehelpofaverypowerfulsangomaInever

knewof,hisdescendantisthecurrenthealerof

Ukuthula.That'showthekingshiplandedwiththe

Ngwenyapeople.luckilymysonNgonyamawas

alreadymarriedandhadMambasoourbloodline

continuedandIcreatedakingdom inthewater

usingthepowersIwasbornwithtogiveandtake

still.Mysoulwastrappedinthewaterbutwiththe

agreementoftakingKayiseasmywifethecurse

placeduponmeliftedslowlyasshegrewolder...

Manzi:mkhulu

Hedrawsmebackfrom mythoughts.

Me:Nfana.

Manzi:areyousurethat'showyouwanttoproceed?

Isight.



Me:it'stheonlyway.Theyarenowconnectedatthe

soulandnoonewillseparatethem exceptthisway.

Manzi:okaythenI'llpreparesomething'sforyou.

Inodandhewalksbacktothehutleavingmesitting

inthecorner

_____________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER30

______________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

[MONDAY]

ZamaNgwenyaandIaredrivingbacktoUkuthula

andIwon'tlieI'm verysadthatweareleavingthe

nestwehadcreatedforourselvestheentire

weekend.Goingbackmeanshavingpeopleinvolved

inourrelationship,workandeverythingelsethat

won'tallowustobe.Thisweekendwasvery

necessaryfortheprogressionofourunionnotonly

didIlearnmorethingsaboutKayiseIalsorealized

thatIneedtostepoutofthepitypartyIhadcreated

andlivedin.YesIwasbornpoorandallbutit'supto

metochangethatsituationandIam inthatroadas

itis,InowfullybelievethatKayiselovesmeand

wouldcontinuouslychosemeoveranyotherguyno



matterhowuphightheyarecomparedtome...

Shefinallydrivesintothevillageasbothourhands

findeachotherandinterlockfingers,Ibrushher

knuckleswithmythumbandstealglancesatthe

beautysheis,hereyesarefixedontheroadandshe

ishummingthesongplayingontheradio.Whenthe

carstopsoutsidemyhouseshesighsandlooksat

meintheeyes...

Kayise:backtoreality.

Ihuffandrubmyeyes.

Me:can'twegoback?

Asmilecrossesherflawlessface.

Kayise:wehaveworkbaby.

Right,theguysworkingatthefarm emailedher

earliertellingherthateverythingisgoodandIcango

aheadwitheverythingwhichI'm soexcitedabout.

Me:I'm headedtheretomorrowmorning.



Kayise:ifI'm notbusyI'llpopbytoseehowitis.

Me:thankyoumyloveandIpromiseagainthatIwill

neverallowmyselftowallowinselfpity.

Shenodsandkissesthebackofmyhand.

Kayise:Iappreciatethat.

Me:comelet'sgoinside.

Iopenmydoorandshedoesthesame.Wehead

insideafterretrievingmybagsandeverythingIhad

bought.WefindmamaandKhanyointhekitchen

laughingaboutsomething.

Me:hellohello.

Khanyo:welcomehome.

Shesaysandmymom justnods,herfacenow

seriousandmoodhostile.Ifrownandlookat

Khanyowholooksdown.

Kayise:greetingsmama,Khanyohowwasyour

weekend?

Khanyo:westayedwellmyprincessthankyou.

Me:mamaZamaNgwenyaisgreetingyou.



Mama:Sisithankyoufortakingcareofme.I

appreciateit.

Sheignoresmeandstandsupgoingtothebedroom.

Me:what'swrongwithher?

Iaskshocked.

Khanyo:Idon'tknow.

Kayise:didIoffendherorsomething?

Me:Iwilldealwiththisbaby,I'm sorryforher

behavior.

Kayise:okay,SisipleasegogetyourbagssoIcan

dropyouhome.

Khanyohurriesofftoanotherroom leavingmewith

mygirlfriend.Ipullhertomeandshedoesn'tresist

rathersheholdsontome.

Kayise:you'lltellmeifIdidanythingtooffendher

right?

Me:whatcouldyouhavedonewhenweweren'teven

here?

Sheletsoutadeepsight.



Kayise:Idon'tknowBukhobutshehasneverbeen

thatcoldtowardsme.

Me:don'tworryI'llfindoutwhat'shappening.

Kayise:nowIwishwecangobacktoourbubble.

IkissherforeheadasIsharethefeeling.

_________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

IhavebeenavoidingHlengiwefortwodaysnow.I

haven'tbeenjoiningherforourprayersessionsandI

dodgedinnerandbreakfastbecauseIjustdon't

knowhowtofaceher.IfeelsobadthatI'm doing

thisbutIdon'tknowhowtodealwitheverythingand

thathardlyeverhappensbutlatelythat'sallI'm good

at,failingtofixmyproblems.I'm justgladthings

betweenmywifeandIarebetterbecauseGod

knowsIwouldn'thavebeenabletoworkaroundit

all...

Todaythehardwarepeopleinstalledeverythingat



Hlengiwe'shouseandIwenttheretoinspect,I

wantedtomakesurethateverythingisupto

standardforherandofcoursemypeaceofmind.

ThelastthingIneedisforhertocallagainbecause

thosethief'smanagedtogetinsideandharassher.

Thedrivergetshomeafteralongday,Ijustwantto

shower,eatandwaitformydaughtersoshecantell

meabouthertripwithBukhosi.Heopenshisdoor

andwalksaroundtoopenmydoor,Iclimboutand

headstraighttothehouse...

Hlengiwe:myking.

HervoicesaysasIdisappearinthecorridorviathe

lounge.IstopandlookatherwithaBibleinher

hands.

Hlengiwe:mehlomadala(longtimenosee).

Me:Ihavebeenbusy.

Shechuckles.

Hlengiwe:Iwouldarguethatbutokay.

Me:reallyIhavebeen.



Isayfeelinglikeabadhumanbeing.

Hlengiwe:Ihopeyouhavebeenpraying.

Me:definitely,ithasbecomeapartofme.

YesIhaven'tbeenjoiningherbutI'vebeenprayingin

mymatrimonialbedroom.

Hlengiwe:wethankGodforthat.

Shecanseerightthroughmeandhergazeis

makingmeuncomfortable.

Me:uhm Hlengi,

Wearedisturbedbymywifewalkingin.

Liyana:ohloveyouarehome.

SheplantsakissonmycheekandIsuddenlyfeel

somehowlikeIdon'twantithappeninginfrontof

Hlengiwe.

Me:Ijustgotin.

ShelooksatHlengiwewithasmileandIlookdown

embarrassedforwhatIdon'tknow.

Liyana:ohsisihowareyou?Ihaven'tseenyoutoday.



Onewouldsaywedon'tliveinthesamehouse.

Thestatementisfollowedbyachuckle.

Hlengiwe:myQueen,I'm wellthankswhataboutyou?

Liyana:veryblessed.

ThisconversationisforcedIcanfeelit.

Liyana:ohbythewayhowdiditgowiththe

hardwareBheki?

Sheaskspatingmyshoulderalittle.Iclearmy

throat.

Me:theyaredone,everythingisgood.

Liyana:that'sgoodisn'titsisi?

Hlengiwe:I'm notfollowingmyQueen.

Icanheartheconfusioninhervoice.

Liyana:yourhouseisreadyandyoucanmoveback

inatanytime.

Me:ohthat'sgreatnews,thankyou.

Liyana:it'sapleasure.LoveIwillbebacksoonI

needtotalktomysister.



Me:okay.

ShewalksawayandthetensionbetweenmaShange

andIissothick.

Hlengiwe:thankyouforallyou'vedoneforme,Iwill

gopackandleave.

Me:it'sabitlatenow.Youcanleavetomorrow.

Sheshakesherheadslightly

Hlengiwe:it'sbestIleaveimmediately.

Me:I'm sorryHlengiwe,IknowIsaidyoucanstayfor

aslongasyouneedto.

Sheholdsoutherhandwearingherbeautifulsmile.

Hlengiwe:youdon'thavetoexplain.Iappreciateall

youeverdoneformeinmytimesofgreatneed.My

Godwillblessyou.

Idon'tthinkIhaveeverfeltlikeaheartlesshuman

beinglikeIdonow.

Me:wearegoingtocontinuehelpingyouout.

Hlengiwe:noit'senoughnow.I'llsortmyselfout.I

wantyoutohavethis,it'stheonlyvaluablethingI



holdtomyheartanditwouldmeanalotofyou

couldtakeit.

Shehandsmethebible

Me:noplease.

Hlengiwe:Iinsist.

Itakeitandsheturnstowalkawaybutquicklystops

lookingback.

Hlengiwe:andBheki.

Mynameisoutofhermouthinaserenetone.

Makingitthefirsttimeshehasevercalledmeby

nametomyface.

Me:yesHlengi?

Hlengiwe:prayandstayinthelord.Hewillnever

forsakeyou.

Withthatsaidshewalksawayleavingmestarringat

theemptyspacewhereshewasstandinglookingat

meaminuteago.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA



Myheartisnowheavy,I'm tryingtofigureoutwhy

myboyfriend'smotherwasthatcoldtowardsme,I

meanIhaveneveroffendedherinanywayorisshe

madthatIleftwithhersonforanentireweekendbut

sheknewandwasprettyexcitedaboutitsohonestly

Idon'tknowwhattothinkatthistime.Icanonlywait

forBukhositohaveawordwithherandletmeknow

whattheproblem is...

Imissourbubble,notevenadaybackhereand

thingsarealreadyrocky.Iam drivingKhanyohome,

I'm sogratefultoherforlookingoutforBukho's

mom whilewewereawaycozifshewasn'tavailable

myboyfriendwouldn'thaveenjoyedhimselflikehe

didknowingthatmaiswelltakencareof...

Khanyo:youdidn'tdoanythingmyprincess.

Shesaysmakingmesnapoutofmythoughts

Me:huh?



Khanyo:Bukhosi'smotheryoudidn'tdoanything.

Deepsigh!

Me:thenwhywasshesocoldtowardsme.

Khanyo:somethinghappenedwhenyouwereaway.

ShefiddlesherfingersandIfrown.

Me:talktome.

Khanyo:wellthequeencameby.

Me:mymother?Whatdidshewant?

Sheclearsherthroat.

Khanyo:shesaidsomeunpleasantthings.She

believesBukhosiisnotworthyofyoubecauseheis

poor.Shetoldmam'Phindiletotellhersontostay

away.Shecalledhim agolddigger

Igaspforairgettinginfuriated.Howdareshe!

Khanyo:mam'Phindileadoresyoubutshefeelslike

yourmotherwillcauseproblemsforhersonand

he'stheonlypersonshehas.

Me:Iwillhaveawordwithmymother.



Khanyo:she'salsonothappywithfindingmethere,I

mightlosemyjob.

Me:youwillneverloseyourjob.Ipromise.

IsayasIkilltheengineoutsideherhome.

Khanyo:thankyoumyprincess.

Ireachformypurseinthebackandtakeouther

payment.

Me:hereyougo.

ShetakesitandIcanseethesmileonherfaceget

wider.

Khanyo:thankyouverymuchthiswillhelpmyfamily

somuch.

Me:ohnosisithankyouforcomingthroughforus.

Shenodsandclimbsoutthecar.Imakeau-turnand

speedtothepalace.Ineedtoputmymotherinher

place.Igethomeandleavethecarwiththekeysstill

intheignition,thistimenottomakethingseasierfor

theguardswhohavetoparkitbutbecauseI'm so

furious.Ifindmyfatherintheloungestandingbythe

corridorwithaBibleinhishands.Helookslost.



Me:baba!

Hecomesbacktothenow.

Baba:Ntombikayiseyouarehomesthandwasami.

Me:Ijustgotin,where'syourwife?

Iasktapingmyfootontheporcelainfloor.He

frowns.

Baba:haoareyouokay?Lookslikeyouareoutfor

blood.

Me:whatiswrongwithmama,whatiswrongwith

her?

Ishout

Baba:whatisgoingon?Whatdidshedo?

Panicflashesacrosshisface.

Me:shewenttoBukhosi'smotherandlookeddown

onthem,toldhertotellBukhositostayawayfrom

meandthathe'sagolddigger.

Baba:haiboLiyanasaidthat?

Me:yesshedid,whywouldshelookdownonthem



likethat?Wassheloadedwhenyoumarriedher?

Nowshethinkssheisbetterthaneveryone?

Baba:Iunderstandyouareangrymylovebutshe's

stillyourmother.Haverespectforher.Iam

disappointedinhertooandIpromisetohaveaword

withher.

Me:pleasebecauseshecanmakeamillionthreats

andnoisesbyBukhoisn'tgoinganywhere.

Ipeckhischeekandwalkbackouttogetmybags

from thecar.

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

HlengiweisfinallyoutandIhavemyhusbandback,

nowIneedtofindavirgintosacrificetoDabula

becausemydaughterhasonceagainopenedher

legs,thistimeforaratchetpoorthing.Ihavealways

likedBukhosijustnotformydaughterandIneedto

getridofhim becauseifIdon'tDabulawillkillthe

bothofthem andwhatwillbecomeofmeasthey



willexpectBhekitofindayoungerwifetogivehim a

child.Theneverythingwouldhavebeeninvain...

Iam standingoutsideNonhle'schambersatthe

backcozshesaidImustgiveheraminute.It'sclear

sheiswithMenzi.Howthehelldotheygetuptothis

duringtheday?Themaidsandguardswillsurelysee

them somedayandthenewsoftheiraffairwill

spreadlikewildfireandtrustmewhenIsayIwillact

shockedanddisgustedaseveryonebecauseI

warnedherandevensuggestedpolygamybutshe

didn'thearme.Thedooropensandhewalksout

looksatmethendowninembarrassment,Ijust

shakemyheadandwalkinfindingmysistersiting

onthebedwithherlegscrossed,she'sinnothing

butarobe...

Me:youarenowdoingitinbroaddaylight?

Sherollshereyes.

Nonhle:I'm anadultLiyana.



Me:Ibegtodiffer.

Nonhle:I'm sureyoudidn'tcomeinheretoinsultme.

Me:wehaveaproblem.

Shechuckles.

Nonhle:whyam Inotsurprised.

Me:listenyournieceisinarelationshipwithBukhosi

andshe'salreadyopenedherlegsforhim.

Nonhle:goodforher.

Ifarrowmyforehead.

Me:nothat'saproblem,Dabulawantsanother

sacrifice.

Nonhle:ohwellthat'shectic.

Me:sisiyouhavetohelpme.

Eyebrowraised.

Nonhle:Idon'thavetodoanything.

Me:what'syourproblem.

Nonhle:youaremyproblem Liyana.Youtreatme

likeapieceofshitonanormaldayandonly



remembermewhenyouneedmyhelp.

Me:youknowthat'snottrue.

Nonhle:ohbutitis.I'm doneIam nothelpingyou

withanything.Continuealonewithyourwitchcraft.

Me:Nonhleplease,Ineedyourhelp.

Nonhle:Idon'twanttohelp.Maybeit'stimeBheki

learnedthetruthsoyoucancomedownfrom that

highhorse.

Me:youwouldn'tdare.

Nonhle:ohnosister,youareaselfdistractor.You

willblowthiswholethingonyourown.I'm justgoing

tositbackandenjoytheshow.

Me:youareleavingmypalace.

Iam somadrightnow

Nonhle:I'm notgoinganywhere.

Me:weshallsee.

Nonhle:ohIdareyoutotryme.

Whatiswrongwithmysister?WhatdidIdoforher



toturnonmethisway?

______________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Igavemymom anhourtocooldownandtooka

bathtofreshenupfrom thelongjourney.Iknock

andwalkinherroom.Sheislayingonherbedeyes

closedbutIcantellsheisn'tasleep.Iwanttofind

outwhyshewasthatrudetomygirlfriend,

ZamaNgwenyahasdoneabsolutelynothingtoher

soIdon'tunderstandwhysheactedthatway.Kayise

hasalwaysstoodupformeandit'shighttimeIdid

thesame...

Me:mama.

Sheopenshereyes.

Me:whywereyousorudetoKayise?

Mama:Idon'tthinkyourrelationshipisgoingtowork.

I'm takenaback.



Me:excuseme?

Shesighs.

Mama:youtwoarefrom differentbackgrounds,

differentworldsandit'sgoingtotakeitstollonthe

bothofyouwithtime.

Whatthehell!

Me:youwererootingforus,evenwhenIwas

insecureyoutoldmethatI'm worthyofherlove.She

doesn'tcareaboutanythingbutourloveandIam

learningtodosotoo.

Mama:buthermotherisn'tokay,shecamehere

callingyouagolddigger,sayingyouarepoorand

havenothingtoofferherdaughter.

Isigh.

Me:everyonewillobviouslythinkthatandIhonestly

don'tcare.Thatgirllovesmeandonlyme.Shehas

proveditacoupleoftimes.Whatyoudidwas

uncalledfor,youmadeherleavethinkingthatshe

offendedyou.Youcannotpunishherbecauseofher

mother.



Mama:Ijustdon'twantyoutogethurt.

Me:whatyoudidtoherhurtme.Sheadoresyouso

pleasestopthis.Wewilldealwithanythingthat

wantstocomeinbetweenusbecausethelovewe

shareisnotordinary.

Mama:I'm sorryBukhosi.

Me:youneedtoapologisetoZamaNgwenya.

Mama:IwillwhenIseeher.

Me:nowcanItellyouaboutourtrip.

Mama:yesplease,comesit.

Shepatsthespacenexttoher.

_____________________________________________

Noedits.

Getyourcopyofthehousewife,Iswearyoudon't

wanttomissout.Refertothepinnedpostformore

information



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER31

____________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Justwhenthingsreturnedtonormalbetweenmy

wifeandI,shegoesouttodothis.Liyanaknows

thatIloathepeoplewholookdownontheothers

simplybecausetheyarepoor,whatismoney?Why

mustitmakeyoufeelhighandmightytoapoint

whereyoudon'tseeothers?Igrewupwith

everythingbutmyfatheralwaystaughtmethat

respecttrumpseverything.Youtreateveryone

equallynomattertheirpositioninsocietybecauseat

theendofthedayyoumightneedthem.Ihave

alwaystaughtthistomydaughterandshehasheard

mehenceyouseeherthisselfless,Liyanawasnever

likethishenceIam shocked.Hercurrentbehavioris

appalling,firstlyitwasHlengiwenowBukhosi.Why

can'tshebewithasoftheartthataccommodates

everyone,sheisaQueenforheaven'ssakeand



beforeanythingsheismydaughter'smother,

Kayise'shappinessshouldcomefirst...

Mydayjustkeepsgettingdull,firstlyHlengiweleft

withoutsayingaword,myheartisshatteredthatI

didn'tkeepmypromisetoher,Iletherdownwhen

shewascomfortablethatshehadsomeoneinher

corner.Sheintroducedmetosomethingsobeautiful

andfulfilling-prayer-butwhatdidIrepayherwith?

YesIwantedtomakethingsrightbetweenLiyana

andIbutIshouldhavefoundawaytomakeher

realizethatIcouldn'tgobackonmyword,awordI

havemadetoawomaninneed.Ishouldn'tentirely

putthisonmywifebecauseIalsopushedforherto

leavebecauseofwhatmyancestorswantfrom me

withregardstoher,knowingthatandherstaying

wouldhavemadeeverythingsoawkward.Hopefully

nowthatshehaslefttheywillletthismarriagething

slide...

Ihavebeeninmythroneroom sinceIspoketomy



daughter,Iwantedtocalm downbeforeItalkto

Liyanaaboutwhatshedid.Ihatehaving

conversationswhenI'm heatedbecauseIdon'twant

tosaythingsIwillregretlateron.Iam amanwho

meanswhathesaysandsayswhathemeans,so

whenIopenmymouthIhavetodeliversenseor

nothingatall.Imakemywaytoourbedroom and

she'sintherepacingupanddown,obviouslyfuming

from something,shestopsandlooksatmebefore

lettingoutadeepsigh...

Liyana:sthandwasami.

Me:rememberhowsweetandhumbleyouwere

whenIfirstmetyou?

Iaskandshenarrowshereyes.

Liyana:Iremember.

Me:thefirsttimeImetyouwasatthevillagesquare,

myfatherhadorganisedahugecelebrationforhis

peopleandthereweresomanypeoplethatsome

didn'tmanagetoeat,rememberwhatyoudid?



Shesmiles.

Liyana:Isacrificedmyplatetothelittlegirlthatwas

crying,littledidIknowyouwerebehindme.

Me:Ihadseenhowthatchildbeggedandbegged

forfood.Myheartwasbroken,onlyifmyfather

instructedthattheyslaughteronemorecowandadd

anotherbagofmaizemealshewouldhaveatealong

sidetheothers.Eldersrefusedsharingwithhereven

apieceofmeatbutyougaveawayyourownplate.I

wasamazedtoseesuchabeautifulheart.

Shelooksdownblushing.

Liyana:ohBheki.

Me:whathappenedtothatwoman,thewoman

who'ssingleactofkindnessstolemyheartand

mademestoplookingformyQueen?

Hersmileslowlyvanishes.

Liyana:whatdoyoumean?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:whatinyourrightmindmadeyoubelievethat

it'sokaytogotoBukhosi'shousetopukeallthat



nonsense?

Isayinalowvoiceandsheswallows.

Liyana:BhekumbusoIuhm she-

Iquicklyinterject

Me:hemakesKayisehappyandthat'sallthat

matters.Heisn'tgoinganywhereandyouwill

respectthat.Whetherhehasnoshoesoradime,

yourdaughtersheartbeatsforhim andwhatshehas

willcleanhim uptobewhoshewisheshim tobe

andwhohehasalwayshopedtobe.

Liyana:youdon'tunderstandlove,Ijustwantwhatis

bestformychild.

Me:andBukhosiisn'tthebestbecause?

Iaskwalkingclosertoherwithmyjawsclenched.

Liyana:asaparentyouwantyourchildtohavethe

bestofeverything.Bukhosicannotofferthattoher

Bheki.

Ichucklenotamusedbutannoyed.

Me:listenhere,ifyoudon'twantmetolookatyou



andgetsickthenyouwillstoplookingdownonthat

boy,kneeldownandpraytoGodtoremovethatvile

heart.Youowethatboyandhismotherahuge

apologyandLiyanadon'tmakemecomebackhere

toremindyou.

Theexpressionthatislookingbackatmeis

shockedbecauseIhaveneverhadtodealwithher

thiswaybutseeingthatsheisgoinginadirectionI

hateIhadto.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Haveyoueverwenttobedangryandwokeup

feelingworse?That'smetoday.OnaTuesdayIam

anemotionalwrack,I'm soangryanddisappointed

withmymother.Theyhavealwayspreachedhumility

tomesoit'sannoyingthatsheisn'tpracticingher

teachingsaftersomanyyears.Sheshouldbe

rejoicingthatIfoundmeamanthatlovesme

genuinelyandwouldneveraskmetoleavemyroyal

responsibilitiesforanythingbutratherwillbe



standingnexttomehelpingmerulethiskingdom

withfairandjust...

LastnightBukhocalledmeandexplainedwhyhis

mom actedthatway,Itoldhim Khanyohadalready

informedmeaboutitallandwhenIaskedthathe

arrangesameetingwithhismom soIcanapologize

healmostlostit.Hesaidhepolitelyandfirmlytold

hismom thathedidn'tappreciatewhatshedidto

meandaskedthatsheapologizes.Iwon'tliethat

wasshocking,Ididn'texpecthim tostandupforme

tohismom likethatbutatthesametimeitfeltgood

thatheisstandingupforourrelationshipandme.

Slowlybutsurelyhewillgetthere.Ijustdon'tknow

howtofeelaboutlisteningtohismom apologizebut

thenagainrespectgoesbothwayswhetheryoungor

oldwhenyouoffendsomeoneyouhaveto

apologise...

Istepoutofmyroom afterpreparingforwork,Ijust

needbreakfastbecauseIskippeddinnerasIwas



avoidingmymother,Ididn'twanttoconfronther

infrontofeveryoneplusmyfatherhadalreadysaid

thathewillhaveawordwithher.Igettothedinning

tableandit'sonlythesisters,mymotherandaunt

Nonhle.Thetensionbetweenthem isobviously,and

ithasbeenthereforawhilenow.Isettleonthechair

nexttomyaunt...

Me:morning.

Mama:morningmylove.

Aunty:sweetheart,howwasyournight?

Me:terrible,Iwasinamood.

Aunty:youandIboth.Wanttosharewithyou

favoriteaunt?

Ismilesweetlyather.

Me:maybenexttimencane.

Aunty:youknowwheretofindmebaby,mydooris

alwaysopenforyou.

Me:Iappreciatethat.



Mama:shouldIdishupforyoumylove?

Me:I'lldoitmyselfthanks.

Isaynotevenlookingather.Sheletsoutasigh.

Mama:KayisesthandwaSamiplease-

Iholdoutmyhandbutnotdramatically.

Me:notnowQueenLiyana.

Iputsomefoodonmyplate.

Me:auntycanyoupassmethejuice.

Shereachesforthejugandhandsittome,Ipour

halfaglassandplaceitdownagain.Myauntholds

mylefthandandexaminesit.

Aunty:youshouldtakeoffthisringforawhile,looks

likeit'spinchingyou.

Shesayswithhereyesnarrowed.Mymotherchokes

onherdrinkandwebothlookuptoseeifshe'sokay.

Aunty:areyouokaysisiwami?

Me:yesI'm good.

Shecomposesherself.



Aunty:wherewerewebaby?

Sheasksholdingmyhandagain.

Me:ohitfitsperfectlyaunty.

Aunty:andit'sdullbaby,youshouldgiveittomesoI

havethem polishitforyoune.

Me:that'sagreatideaaunty,I'llgiveittoyousoon.

Mama:ohbutNonhleisveryforgetfulKayise,Ithink

it'sbetterIcallthejewelrypolisherheretodoit

infrontofyou.

Iwanttorollmyeyes.

Mama:it'svintageandindemandbycollectors.

Theymighttakeitandreplaceitwithafake.

ShehasapointbutIwon'tadmitthattoherfacesoI

justnod.

Nonhle:dramaticmuchLiyanayoh!

Myauntsaysannoyed.

Mama:bettersafethansorry.Thisisthelastthing

wehaveofourmothers.



Aunty:yeahright.

OkayitfeelslikeIam caughtbetweenasiblingfued

andtrustmewhenIsaythishadnothingtodowith

thering.

___________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Todayisabusyone,thefundsfrom thekingarenow

availableandImanagedtohireafewguysIknow

from ourvillagetocomehelpmeout.Theyaregood

atgardening,I'veseentheworkoftheirhandswith

myowneyesandIknowwiththem onmyteam this

farm willgofrom thistosomethingamazing.The

othercontractorisbusybuildingtheofficespace,

andtoilets.ZamaNgwenyaheardmydream whenI

toldherandshemadesurethatthestructureis

exactlyhowIwantedittobe.Itstillfeelssurrealthat

it'sfinallycomingtogetherformeandthisquickly.I

guessit'struewhentheysaywhenGodandthe

ancestorsshowuptheyshowoff,ayearagoif

someonehadtoldmethatthisisthedirectionmy



lifewillbetakingthenIwouldn'thavebelieveditat

all...

IaskedKayisenottocometodaybecauseIwanted

herandmamatoseeitatthesametime.Tobe

surprisedatthechangesthathavebeendonehere,

from thegreenbushitwastothisbeautifulprepared

farm it'sgoingtobe.Iwanttoseethem beproudof

meandhearmetellthem thatI'm doingthisforthe

bothofthem becausetheyaretheonlytwo

importantpeopleinmylife.I'm standingontheside

watchingasthecenterpivotwatersthesoil,

preparingitforwhenwefinallysow,Imustsay

thoseguysmasteredthisirrigationsystem.Ican

alreadyseedifferentvegetablesandfruitsgrowing,

mymaizeandsunflowersarewhatexcitesmemore.

OhnowIneedtomakeittothecitytogetall

necessarydocumentsandfindtheperfectspot

whereI'm goingtohavemyfruitsandvegetables

store,I'm yettodiscussnamesformybusinesswith

ZamaNgwenya,she'sgoodwiththatandIknow

she'llcomeupwithagreatname.Someoneclears



theirthroatbehindmeandIquicklylookback,it's

thatguythatworkswithKayise,what'shisname

again?Uhm ahhhDabulayesDabulafrom thecity...

Dabula:impressive.

Me:thanks.

Iburymyhandsdeepinthepocketsofmycoveralls

ashestandsnexttome.

Dabula:I'm Dabula,youareBukhosiright?

Me:correct.

Dabula:soKayisedidallthisforyou?

HistoneistryingtoputmedownbutIquickly

rememberthepromiseImademygirl,Iwillstop

treatingmyselfinferiortothosewhohavealready

madeitinlife.

Me:sheinvestedinaworthydream justlikeshedid

withcallingyouonboardforthefactoryproject.

Hechuckles.

Dabula:Idon'tthinkit'sthesamething.Ihaveskills



andsheknowsIam goingtonailmypartbutforyou

thisisapipedream thatmightbeendedbymere

drought.

Me:youareintofurnituremaking,itneedstimber

andfortimbertresstogrowtheyneedwater,you

shouldknowthatcontingencyplansaremadefor

suchsituations.

Isaythislookingathim straightintheeyesandhis

smirkiswipedoff.

Dabula:whatdoyouknowaboutcontingencyplans?

Ichuckle.

Me:whyareyouherendoda?

Heraisesaneyebrow.

Dabula:ohIwasjustdrivingbyandIsawthis,I

thoughtIshoulddropbytoseehowthepetproject

isgoing.Toencourageyoutoneverstopdreaming

eventhoughyoudream small.

Me:Iappreciatethat.I'm sureyouhavealotofwork

todoasabigshark.

Dabula:ohyesIdo,Kayiseiswaitingforme.We



workclosely.Shecan'tgetanythingdonewithout

me.

Me:I'm sureshecan't.Soyoushouldgetgoing.

Hefurrowshisforehead.Thismancamehereto

makemefeelsmallandmyreactionisnotwhathe

expected.HewantedmetoexplodebutIam

learningtoknowthatIam notbelowthem justcoz

theyhavemoremoney.Hewastedhistimeand

patrolcominghereshame.Iwalkforwardandhe

clickshistongue,Idon'tevenbotherlookingbackto

seeifhe'sstillstandingthereorheleft.I'm noteven

goingtotellmygirlfriendaboutthisuselessvisit

from amanthatisclearlyafterher.

_____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Ihavebeenoffsincemorning.Myplateispillingup

andIdon'tevenknowwheretostart.Kayisewent

cryingtoherfatherbecauseofwhatIsaidto

Bukhosi'smothernowIam expectedtogokneel

infrontoftwopeoplewhoarebelowmeandaskfor



forgiveness,meawholeQueen.AsmuchasIhateit

I'm goingtodoitbecauseIdon'twantmyhusband

gettingangryatme,wejustfixedthingsandifIdon't

doashesayshewillreallyhateme.Ihavebeen

marriedtothismanforyearsandneverhaveIseen

thatsideofhim andIdon'twanttoeveragain...

TheotherdevilthatwantedtoruinmeisNonhle.My

sisterisofficiallyanenemytome,imaginethenerve

shehadaskingKayisetotakeoffthatringknowing

fullywellthatweweretoldthatshemustnevertake

itoff.Ineedtoputherinherplaceandmakesure

shestaystherebecauseifshecontinuestryingto

ruinthingsformeIwillaskManzitostrikeherwith

thunder.Nooneisgoingtoruinthisformenoteven

her,yesshedoesn'twanttohelpmeoutwithfinding

avirginandIwillacceptthatasIdecidedtotakejust

alittlegirlfrom primaryschoolandsacrificeher,she

won'thavethestrengthtofightmesoitwillbe

easier,Ijustneedtogototheclinictogetthe

sedative...



Dabula:getridofthatboyLiyana!

Heroarsfrom behindmeandIjumpalittledropping

mywineglassintheprocess.

Me:keepyourvoicedown.

Isaypeepingtoseeiftherearen'tanyearslistening.

Dabula:don'ttellmethatshit.

Me:I'llworkonit.

Dabula:youhaven'tstarted?Youaredaringmenow

andyoudon'twanttoexperiencemywrath.

Me:Idon'twanttopushtoohard,theywillget

suspiciousofmymotive.

Dabula:doIlooklikeIcare?

Isigh,heislivid.

Me:mykingplease.

Dabula:youknowwhatforgetit,I'lltakecareofit

myself.

Panicrushesthroughmyentirebody.

Me:nonopleasedon'thurtmydaughter.



Dabula:allisfairinloveandwar.

HesaysandIam abouttorespondwhenmakhosi

appearsfrom theback.

Me:canIhelpyou?

Isnapathim.

Makhosi:myQueen.

Hesayscalm thenlooksatDabulaandburps

Me:canIhelp,I'm busyhere.

Makhosi:youngman,whoareyou?Yousmellofevil.

HesaysbluntandIgaspforair.

Dabula:that'smycue.

HewalksoutandIknowheisboiling.

Me:youhavenorighttobetalkingtoourguestlike

that.

Makhosi:Icansensebadspiritsandthatboyis

trouble.Hedwellsinevil.

Me:heisabusinesspartnerwhetherheusesdark

magicornotisnonofourconcern.Hejustneedsto



gethisjobdone.

Idefendandlookawayashisgazeisintenseand

burningthroughme.

Makhosi:ohLiyana,ohLiyana.

Ishoothim alook,howdarehecallsmebyname.

Me:makhosi,whatcanIdoforyou?

Makhosi:whereistheKing?

Me:myhusbandisatwork,comebacklater.

Makhosi:he'srunningawayfrom mymessageso

pleasetellhim thatheshoulddoasinstructedcozif

hedoesn'ttheirwrathwillbeunleashedonhim just

sotheyhavetheirway.

Ifrown

Me:whatareyoutalkingaboutnow?

Ican'tkeeptheannoyanceoutofmyvoice

Makhosi:it'snotyourconcernjusttellBhekumbuso

whatIsaid.

Irollmyeyesandhewalksaway.Hehasstarted



withhisuselessancestors.

_____________________________________________



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER32

___________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

IfIwastosacrificejustanyonetoDabulaitwould

definitelybeMakhosi,thatuselessmanisso

annoyingandjustdoesn'tknowwhentobackoff

andstayaway.Nowhehashiseyebrowsraisedwith

regardstohim,Ijusthopeit'sjustahunchand

nothingmorebutnowthatthewaterspiritishere

himselfIam morecalmerwithdealingwith

Makhosi...

MyheadisspinningwithwhathesaidIshouldtell

Bhekumbuso,Ihavebeencrackingmyskulltryingto

makesenseofhisencryptedmessage,him andhis

ancestorsarejustthesameinthatdepartment.I'm

justwonderingwhymyhusbanddidn'ttellmethat

hehadcommunicationwiththoseuselessancestors



ofhis,Ijustprayheisn'tbacktokeepingthingsfrom

melikehedidwhenhetookKayiseandtheywentto

asecondconsultationwithadifferentsangoma.The

bedroom dooropensandhewalksinasI'm

changingintomynightwear...

Me:youarehomelate.

Bheki:Ihadalotofworktodo.

Me:butDabulawashomeontime.

Bhekhi:IownthecompanyLiyanahencemy

daughterandIonlyjustgotback.Wegotpressed

withtime.

Me:Isee.

Bhekhi:didyougoseeBukhosiandhismother?

Irollmyeyesmentally,heisstillexpectingmetogo

apologizetolowlives,Iwashopingthatitwashis

angertalking.

Me:noIwasplanningongoingtomorrow.

Bhekhi:tomorrowbetterbetomorrow.



What'swrongwiththismanthisnight.

Me:areyoustillangryatme?Bhekhiwejustfixed

thingspleasedon'tbelikethis.

Bhekhi:Iam justtired,I'm notbeinganyhow.

Isighandheplaceshisworkbagonthebedand

takesoffhistie.

Me:makhosiwasherelookingforyou.

Bheki:I'llmaketimetoseehim sometimethisweek.

Me:wellhetoldmetotellyouthatyouarerunning

awayandyourancestorswillshowtheirwrathon

youtogetyoutodoastheysay.

Hequicklylooksmydirectionanditseemslikeall

thebloodhasdriedupfrom hisface.Inarrowmy

eyesandheswallows

Bhekhi:didhesayanythingelse?

Me:notatall,justthat.Whatishetalkingabout

Bheki?

Bhekhi:nothingimportant.

Me:youarekeepingsomethingfrom me,don'tdo



thattousplease.

Bhekhi:letitgoLiya.Hesaysandwalksoutofour

room.Somethingisgoingonandit'ssomethingbigI

swearandIneedtofindoutwhatitisbeforeit

blowsupinmyfaceandleavesmeinthedark.

__________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Thisdamnsangomajustannoyedmethisevening

andittookeverythinginmenottobreakhisneck

andgofeedhim tomycreaturesdeepinthewater.I

don'tknowifit'sjustagutfeelinghehasagainstme

orheisprettysureofwhatheissaying,asmuchas

weblindedhisandtheNgwenyaancestorswecan't

betoocomfortablethinkingwehaveeverything

undercontrol,weneedtomonitoreverythingand

takecareofwerethescrewshavebeenloosened,

hisforefathersarestillpowerfulandnottobetaken

lightly...



Ihadtocomeseemydescendantsohecantellme

whatisgoingonaroundme,takingphysicalform

madeithardformetobeabletoseewhatis

happeningaroundmespirituallyandIcan'tuse

heavydarkmagicinthepalacewithsomanypeople

livinginthathousewithmeandI'veseenthat

makhosicomesandgoesashepleasessoIwasn't

goingtoriskbeingcaughtandmyplansgoingupin

smoke...

Manzi:mkhulu.

Hesayscomingfrom thehut.

Me:anything?

Manzi:theyarestillblindedanditdoesn'tlooklike

it'swearingoff,Ihaveevenstrengtheneditjusttobe

sure.

Me:thenhowdidhesensemyaura?

Heletsoutasighandcasthiseyesdown.

Manzi:heisstillaspiritualpersonmkhuluandhe

cansensesuchthingsbutIpromisewearenotnear



beingexposed.

Me:good,let'skeepitthatwaytillthethroneisback

inmyname.

Manzi:haveyoudonetheritualonKayise'sgarment?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:notyet,I'm waitingforhermothertogivememy

sacrifice,sowecancleanseherandgetridofthat

Bukhosiboy.

Manzi:speakingofwhich,Ican'tseem tobeableto

tormenthisdreams.

Ichuckle.

Me:youwon'tbeableto,Itoldyoutheynowshare

spiritsandtheirsoulsgottidetogetherasone.

Manzi:hewon'tbeaproblem though?

Me:rightnowheisandabigone,hehasgained

confidenceintheirlovebutonceIperform theritual

hewillbetakencareof.

Manzi:that'sgoodmkhuluatleastwearenowafew

stepsawayfrom whatisrightfullyours,Ngwenya



won'tknowwhathithim.

______________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ihaven'tbeenathomewithmymotherforawhile

now,IwenttoJohannesburgandcamebackhaving

toworkatthefarm,it'sverybusytherebutatleast

todaytheywilljustbepreparingthesoillikewehave

beendoing.Itoldthem thatIwon'tbeabletocome

toworkthisdayandtheyassuredmethattheywill

beokayaloneandyesItrustthem becausethey

havebeengardeningevenbeforeIcouldfinishmy

primaryschool...

Iwanttoallowmymom toresttoday,Iam doing

everythingforhertoday,cooking,clearingmygarden

andfetchingwater,allthechoresI'vealwaysbeen

responsibleforbeforemylifechangedthisway.I

waseventhinkingofhiringsomeonetolookafter

herwhenI'm atworkbutknowingmamashewilljust

letmeknowthatsheisn'tachildandcanlookafter



herselfduringthedayasIcanseesheisdoingwell

atthemoment,stubbornItellyou...

Igettotheboreholeandthere'saqueue,thesunis

scorching,thevillagersarebusytryingtokeepcool

bymakingsomebreezewithahomemadepaper

fan,Ijointhelongline,placethebucketsonthe

groundandsettleinthewheelbarrow.Iplacemy

strawhatinmyfacesoIdon'tburnfrom thismid

morningsun.Ataponmyshouldermakesmejoltup

thinkingthequeueismovingalongbutit'sMrs.

Shezialongsideherhusbandwholookslikehejust

ateabagoflemons...

MrsShezi:ohBukho,Ithoughtthatwasyou.

Me:goodmorningmama,indeeditis.Howareyou?

MrsShezi:I'm verywellboy,howaboutyou?

Me:I'm goodtoo.Whereareyourkids?whyarethey

makingyoucometofetchwater?Dotheywantthis

beautifullightcomplexiontofadebecauseofthis



sun?

ShelaughsandIsmilesweetlyather.

MrsShezi:theyleftinthemorningtogolookfor

work.

Ifrown.

Me:Ithoughttheywereworkingatthetimber

plantation.

Hersmilesdisappears.

MrsShezi:theywereson,buttheycomplainedthat

themoneywaslittleandtheystoppedsayingthey

willlookforgreenerpastures.

Inarrowmyeyesconfused,everyoneIknowthat

worksattheplantationisreallyhappyandthey

managetodoalotwiththemoneytheyearn,so

whatI'm hearingisshockingplustheyhadbetter

positionsastheirfatherwasanimportantmember

oftheroyalcouncilbeforehedecidedtolieagainst

me.

Me:that'ssadbutsomethingwillcomeupforthem.

MrsShezi:yesson.SohowisPhindile?



Me:sheisverywell,she'sabletodothingsfor

herselfnow.

MrsShezi:ohyesIoncesawhersweepingtheyard.

I'm gladsheispullingthrough.

Menzi:mama,isn'tthatmaMazibuko?Remember

youwerelookingforher.

Hesayspointingatawomanupthequeueandhis

wifescurriesoffwithoutsayinganything.

Ilookawaynotwantingtosayanythingtothisman.

HeclearshisthroatandIstilldon'tlookbackathim.

Menzi:soyouarewithKayise.Iheardyouwentwith

hertothecity.

Me:howisthatyourconcernsir?

Menzi:I'm justasking,itmustbeniceknowingyou

willbeKingsomeday.

Ichuckleshakingmyhead.

Menzi:nowthatyouhaveyourfarm Iwasthinking

youwouldgointoanequalpartnershipwithyour

siblings.



Iraiseaneyebrowandlookathim.

Me:Iam mymother'sonlychild.

Menzi:yesbutfrom meyouhavesiblings.

Hesaysinalowvoicesothatpeopledon'thearhim.

Me:ohreallynow?

Menzi:atsomepointwearegoingtohavetosit

downandtalk,buildarelationshipwithoutmywife

orthem findingoutthough.

Ichuckle,notamusedbutpissedoff.Thisisthe

samemanthatrapedmymotherandmademylife

unbearableatworknowhesuddenlywantstohavea

relationship.

Me:doyouthinkI'm stupid?

Heblinksacoupleoftimes.

Menzi:ofcoursenot.

Me:youarenotgoingtoworm yourselfintomyfarm

soyoucantakeitandgiveittoyourchildren.You

haveinfluenceandpowerfindsomethingforthem.

Isayandlookforward,takingmyphoneoutofmy



pocketandshovingtheheadsetsinmyearand

increasingthevolume.

_________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Thesepasttwodayshavebeenhectic,theprojectis

infullspeedandthatmeansallhandsondeck.We

arerunningtomeetdeadlinessowedon'tloose

money,asthat'swhathappenswhenyouface

delays.Ihaven'tevenseenBukhosisincethedaywe

camebackfrom thecity.Imisshim andonlytalking

tohim overthephoneisn'tenoughplussisneeds

someactionshamebutit'sabammerthatweare

goingtobehavingsexwithhismotherinthenext

room plusI'm amoanerandit'sgoingtobedifficult

feelinghim deepinsideofmeandnotrespondtohis

pleasure...

Igathermythingsandheadouttofindmyfather

andaskhim tograbaliftwithDabulabecauseIwant

tostopbyBukho'splace.Ifindthem inthe



conferenceroom lookingatthewhiteboardand

writingsomethingonit.Iclearmythroatandthey

bothlookbackatme.Myfatherhasn'tbeenhimself

forafewdaysnowandit'sreallyworryingme

becauseeachtimeIaskhesayshe'sfinebutnever

snapsoutofit.Ipraythatit'snothingseriouscozI

can'tbareseeinghim thisway...

Dabula:goingsomewhere?

Iwanttorollmyeyes,thisguyannoysmeGod.

Me:it'sknockofftime.

Dabula:Iwashopingwestayawhilelongerand

finishthisoff.

Me:youaregoingtohavetodoitwithoutme,Ineed

torushsomewhere.

Dabula:what'smoreimportantthanthisproject?

HeasksannoyedandIhuff.

Me:baba,pleasecatchaliftwithhim backhome.I

am headedsomewhere.



Baba:it'sokaymylove.

Hegivesmeaweaksmileandmyheartdrops,

what'swrongwiththisman,heisworryingmemore

now,can'thejusttrustinmelikehehasalwaysdid?

Igivehim aconcernedlookandhenodstryingto

givemeabettersmilebutstillhefails.Iwillhaveto

talktohim whenIgethomeandgethim toconfide

inme.

Me:I'llseeyoulaterthen.

Hetakesoutthekeysfrom hispocketandhands

them tomeandIleavetheroom.Igettothewaiting

SUVandslipinside,starttheengineandmakemy

waytoseemyboyfriendwiththethoughtofmy

fatherheavyinmyheartandmyhead.Iarrivethere

andfindthecarmymotherprefersdrivingparkedat

thegate,Iquicklygetoutofthecarandwalkinthe

yard..thedoorisajarsoIstopoutsideasmymom

isspeaking.

Mama:soyes,I'm reallysorryforallthatIsaid.It

wasinsensitiveofmeandIapologise.



Iraiseaneyebrowshocked.

Bukhosi:myqueenIwantyoutoknowthatIlove

ZamaNgwenyawithallmyheartandIwillneverhurt

her.I'm notafterhermoneyoranythinghenceIwant

tobefinanciallystabletobeabletotakecareofher

andmymother.

Mama:Iunderstand.

Bukhosi:Ipraythatsomedayyouwillseemy

sincerityandgiveusyourblessings.

Mama:IpraysotooBukhosi.

Maka'Bukho:canweofferyouanythingtodrink?

Mama:ohnoI'm finethanks,Ihavetogohome

beforemyhusbandarrives.

Maka'Bukho:okaythankyouforstoppingby.Our

childrenloveeachotherandthat'sallthatshould

matter.

Mama:that'sverytruesisi.

Ismilethankfulthatshesawhowlowshewentand

cametoapologise.Idon'twantthem toseethatI

headtheirconversationsoIknockandpushthe



door.

Me:ohsanibonani(greetings).Mawhatareyou

doinghere?

Ifurrowmyforehead.

Mama:heybaby,IhadsomethingtosaytoBukhosi

hereandhismother.

IslowlynodactinglikeIdidn'thereanything.

________________________________________

Noedits.
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•QUEENLIYANA

IthinkIwouldhavemadetheperfectactressifI

wasn'taQueen,theperformanceIpulledinfrontof

Bukhosiandhismotherwasgrammyawardworthy.

Theybelievedmyapologyandifonlytheyknewthat

Iwasjustdoingittoappeasemyhusbandsowecan

gobacktobeinginabetterplace.Theapology

meantnothingtomeandIdidn'tmeananyofthose

wordsthatcameoutofmymouth,I'm justgladthat

mydaughterfoundmethereasitwillcement

everythingtoBhekumbuso,yessheisgoingtorunto

daddytotellhim Iwastherethesamewayshedid

whenshewassellingmeouttohim...

IstillmaintainthatBukhosiwillnevermarrymy

daughter,theirflingwilljustendupinsmokeandI



feelsorryforhim becausenowDabulamanzihas

takenthematterintohisownhands.Hewillnot

harm KayiseatallbecauseheneedsherorsoI

believebuthedoesn'tneedBukhosi,infactheisa

thornonhissideandhewillremovehim without

thinkingtwice.Iwon'tfeelsorryforhim atall

becausewewarnedhim fairandsquarebuthisgold

diggingwayswouldn'tallowhim tostayawayfrom

whohethoughtwashiswaytothehighlife...

Igettothepalaceandthehouseisquiet,Ileftmy

daughteratthatpovertystrikenhouse,she's

probablysubjectingherselftothedryfoodtheywere

preparing.Imakemywaytoourbedroom firstand

myhusbandisnotintheroom.Iwalkbacktogo

searchthestudyandstillnothing,Icheckmywatch

andIknowheshouldbehomebynow.It'seitherhe

isintheancestralroom busycallinguponhis

uselessancestors,somedaysIwishIcouldjusttell

him tostopwaistinghistimebecausetheyare

blindedbythemostpowerfulspirit.AsIpassthe

throneroom IspotDabulasittingcomfortablyonthe



King'schair,Igaspforairandmakemywayin...

Me:myKingyoucan'tbeinhere.

Dabula:sayswho?Isn'tthisaKing'schair?AndI

heardyouwell,youcalledmeking.

Me:yesyouarebutthisthronebelongstomy

husband.

Hechuckles

Dabula:Iwillstillascenditsomeday.

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:nomyDaughteristheoneborninRoyalty

betweenthebothofyousoit'sherrule,shewillsit

thethroneasQueenandyoutheKingbymarriage.

HelooksatmelikeIam somefoolandshakeshis

head.

Dabula:ifyousaysodearestLiyana.

Me:youneedtogetupbeforeBhekioranyoneelse

seesyouonthatchair.



Dabula:youshouldbeworriedaboutmysacrifice,I

wantavirginintwodays.IhaveplansIneedtocarry

outIhopeyouwon'tbethereasonformydelay.

Me:Iam onit.AspromisedIwilldeliver.

Dabula:goodandthistimewedon'tneedyour

presence.

IsighinreliefbecauseIdidn'twanttogothereatall.

Idon'twanttoseehim asheviolatesthatlittlegirl,

whoeveritisIwillfind.

Me:okaythen.

Hegetsupandonlythenmychestgoesbackto

normalasIwasholdingmybreath.Hewalksoutand

Iam leftintheroom.Myeyeslandonmyhusband's

picturehangingonthewall,hiseyesseem tobe

lookingstraightdownatme.ThestareiscreepysoI

alsorunout.

__________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ihavebeensittingbytherivertryingtogathermy



thoughts,Iam goingthroughsomuchatthe

moment,Iam caughtbetweenalot.Waitingfor

whateverenemytoattackbecausenothinghasever

happenedsincetheprophecyaboutitcameout

exceptforthedisappearanceofZonkeandnowthey

askmetomarryanotherwomanthesamewoman

whosedaughtertheyarenothelpingusfind,no

explanationnothingjustarequest...

HlengiweisanamazingwomanbutIloveLiyanaand

Idon'twanttohurtmywife.Yesshehashershort

comingsbutthegoodshebringsoverweighsthe

badsoIdon'tunderstandwhytheynolongerfeel

likesheisgoodenoughtobetheonlyQueenof

Ukuthulakingdom.It'sdarkoutsidenowandIshould

getbackhome,Ithrowinthelaststoneintheriver

andheadbacktomycar.Mymindistillpreoccupied

asIdrive,tomysurpriseIfindmyselfoutside

Hlengiwe'shouse.Thelightsareonandthedoor

alongsidethesafetydoorareclosed,whyam Ieven

here?DoIthinkabouthersomuchI'm noteven

aware?Isitinthecarforafewminutesandpartsof



mewanttodriveawayandjustleavethiswomanbe

butsomethingispushingmetoclimboutthecarto

goseeherandmakesuresheisokay...

Iam knockingoutsideherdoorandmynerveshave

shotup,Idon'tthinkIhaveeverbeenuneasyforjust

comingtotalktosomeone.Sheaskswhoitis

withoutopeningandIdon'tsayincaseshedecides

tonotopenforme.IkeeponknockinguntilIseethe

kitchencurtainmoveandherfacepeepsthroughto

seewhoitis.Whensheseesit'smeshemovesand

ittakesaminuteforhertocometothedoortoopen

up.Sheissilentassheopensforme,shemoves

asidetoallowmepassthroughandIgetin.Looks

likeshewaseatinghersupperbecausethere'sa

plateandaglassofjuiceonthetable.Shedoesn't

sayanythingtomebutpointstothechairandIsit

notknowingwhattosay.Shemovestothe

cupboardandtakesoutaplate,Ilookatherasshe

dishesupformeandpreparewatertowashmy

hands.Shecomeswiththedishofwarm waterand

adishtowel,Iwashmyhandsanddrythem.



HlengiwecomesbackwithmyplateandI'm already

salivating,weeatincompletesilence.Whenweare

donesheclearsupandwashesthedishes,Idon't

thinkIhaveeverbeencomfortableinsayingnothing

butfeelingeasy,mynervesfrom earlierhave

somewhatvanishedandIfeelcomfortablebutIstill

feellikeIneedhertoforgivemeforthrowingherout

whenIpromisedneverto.WearewatchingTVbutI

needherattentionnow...

Me:Hlengi.

Isayandshelooksatme

Hlengiwe:Bhekumbuso.

Herfacialexpressionisnotgivingawayanything

makingmepanic.Ineedemotionsfrom her.

Me:Iam sosorry.

Sheletsoutadeepsigh.

Hlengiwe:Iunderstandwhysoit'sokay.

Me:Ifeelterrible.



Hlengiwe:haveyoubeenpraying.

Icastmyeyesdownnotknowingwhattosay

becausehonestlyIhaven'tbeenbecausemyheart

andheadarenotintherightspace.

Me:noIhaven't.It'sbeenhectic.

Hlengiwe:let'sprayBheki.

Shesaysholdingoutherhandtomeandassoonas

Itakeit,Idon'tevenknowhowtoexplainhowIfeel

butIknowIshouldn'tbecauseIam amarriedman

wholoveshiswife.

Hlengiwe:ItoldyoutogiveitalltotheLord,hewill

dealwithitall.

Me:yesyoudid.

Isaygoingdownonmykneesassheleadsusin

prayer.

__________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Nowthatsheclaimsmysacrificewillbeontime,I



canworkonfindingsomethingIwillworkonto

separateKayiseandthatfoolishboyBukhosi.Ihave

beenhereforsometimenowandmyplanshave

beendelayed.Ican'taffordtowasteanymoretime

andhavehersleepwiththatboysomemore.Iam

tiredofcleansingheralreadyandit'sinfuriatingto

knowthatshekeepsongivingherselftomen.Her

bodyandsoulbelongtome,sheismywifeandmy

ringisonherfingertoprovethat...

Igettothecorridorthatleadstoherbedroom and

knock,thereisnoresponsesoIguesssheisn'tat

home.Iquicklygetinandhersmellisalloverthe

room anditimmediatelymovestomymanhood.She

isabeautifulwomanandIam goingtoenjoyhaving

heralltomyselfeventhoughsheisstubbornbutI

am themightyDabulaandgettingawomantoact

rightformewillneverbeaproblem.Igothroughher

drawersandafteropeningalmosteveryoneofthem

Igettheonewhichshekeepsherunderwears.

ExactlywhatIneed.Itakeoneandputitinmy

pocket,Idon'twanttobecaughtandpossibly



thrownoutforinvadingtheprincess'sprivacysoI

walkoutleavingeverythingasisexceptone

underwearshort...

Igostraighttomyroom,takeoutthekeyfrom my

pocketandunlockmycloset,Imovethehanging

clothesintheretothesidesandmylittlecalabash

andsomemutiappear.Ikneeldownandtakeout

thethongfrom mypocketandputitdownsprinkling

themutionitthenIputitinthecalabashwhereit

willstayforjustafewdaysthenitwillgobacktoher

drawerandonceshewearsitit'sgameoverforthe

bothofthem andmychancetowinherover...

_____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Istepoutoftheshoweranddrymyself.GoodthingI

pickouttheclothesformyentireweekforwork

eachMondayandthehelpersironthem forme,soI

dontneedtoworryaboutwhatI'm goingtowear

eachmorning,especiallynottodaybecauseIam



alreadylateforbreakfast.Iwascompletelywornout

from allthesexwehadyesterday.Aftermymom

leftwehadamealwithhismom andsheapologized

forhowshetreatedme.Aftersheexcusedherself

wealsodisappearedtohisroom andgotuptono

good.Ibendoverindifferentdirectionsanditfeltso

good.IwantedtosleepoverbutIhadworkthis

morning...

Islipintomyoutfitandfixmyface,noheavymake

upbecauseitcangethotattheofficeandnowthat

wespendmosttimeoutsidemakeupisjustanogo

area.Igrabmybagandheadtothedinningroom to

joineveryoneforbreakfast.Tomysurpriseit'sonly

thefoodandnopeople,okaywhatisthisnow?I

checkmywristwatchandit'spassedthetimewe

shouldallbesittingandeating.Mymom walksin

wearingherrobeandshelookspissedoff...

Mama:KayisewhereisBheki.

Ifurrowmyforehead.



Me:uhm,he'syourhusbandmamaandyousleep

nexttohim.

Mama:wouldIbeaskingifhesleptinthesame

room asme?

Iraiseaneyebrownotunderstanding.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Mama:yourfathernevercamehomeyesterday.

Whenwasthelasttimeyousawhim?

Me:atwork,whenIaskedthathetakesaliftfrom

DabulabecauseIwastakingthecartogoto

Bukhosi.

Dabula:ohwedidcomebackhomebuthedidn't

comein,heaskedtheguardtobringhim thecar

keystooneofthecarsandheleft.

HesayswalkinginandIfrown,it'sreallyrudeto

eavesdroponpeople'sconversations.

Mama:didhesaywherehewasgoing?

Heshakeshisheadandsitsdowntakesthejarto

pourhimselfsomejuice.



Dabula:notatall,buthelookedbesideshimself.

Me:what'sgoingonwithbaba,I'm soworriedabout

him.

Mama:whathedidisgoingtolandhim inhotwaters

withme.

Me:letmetryhim onthephone

Mama:don'tbotherit'soff.

Isighandthenhewalksin,stillinonepiece.Ihurry

tohim andquicklyattackhim withahug.

Me:ohbaba,youareokay.

Baba:I'm okaysthandwasami.

Mama:wherehaveyoubeenBhekumbuso?

Shehalfshoutsandmyfatherlet'sgoofme.

Baba:youwanttodothishereLiyana?

Mama:justanswermerightnow.

Heshakeshisheadandheadstothecorridor.

Baba:I'm goingtoshower,I'llbereadytoleavein30

minuteNtombikayise.



Hesaysbeforedisappearing.Mymotherfollows

behindmescreaming,demandingtoknowwherehe

was.Ireallyneedtotalktomyfather,thisisso

unlikehim.

Dabula:Iwouldneverallowawomantotalktomein

thatmanner.

Me:andthechauvinistpigspeaks.

Dabula:yourdayswitharunningmoutharealmost

over.

Hesayswithasmile.

Me:whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Dabula:you'llsee.

Hestandsupandheadsout

_________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER34

______________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

ThisisthefirsttimeIsleptoutwithoutmywife

knowing,Ididn'tmeantodoitbutHlengiwe's

companywasjustsocalminganditmademetalkto

heraboutthingsthatareweighingheavyonme.I

didn'tgointodetailbutIspoketoheraboutmyfears

andhowthinkingaboutthem cripplesmebecause

everyoneislookingatmetofixitallandmakeitall

goawayandsometimesIcan'tbecauseIam only

humantoo.IhadtoswitchoffmyphonebecauseI

knewLiyanawouldtrytocallme,forsomereasonI

didn'twanthertodisturbmymomentwithHlengiwe.

Iwasmeanttoleavelaterbutwekeptontalkingand

talkinguntilwefellasleeponthecouch...

Nothinginappropriatehappenedbetweenus.Iam



notanadulterousman,Irespectthesacrednessof

marriageandIremembermyvowstomywife.As

muchasitkilledmetotellherthatwecannot

continuemeeting,Iknewitwastherightthingtodo.

HonestlyIfeltmyselfstartingtocheatonmywife

emotionallylastnightandIam notthatperson

hencecuttingtieswasthebestoption.Itoldherto

reachoutifshereallyneedshelpshecannotget

anywhereelseandshepromisedjusttogetmeat

ease.Theonlythingshesaidtomewhenwewere

hugginggoodbyewasthatIshouldcontinuetopray...

IleftmyhouseinthemorningwithKayisewithout

explaininganythingtohermother.Liyanawas

makingnoise,screamingatmetogiveheranswers

andIjustcouldn'tbringmyselftotellingherthetruth

becausealreadyshesuspectedthatIwashavingan

affairwithhersotellingherthatIspentthenight

withHlengiwewouldhavecementedherthoughts

andmadethem seem likeit'strue.Ineedtothinkof

somethingtotellherwhenIgethomebecauseshe

isn'tgoingtoletthisslide,shemadeitclearwhenI



left.Theofficedooropensandthereceptionist

walksinwithmakhosi,IraiseaneyebrowWondering

howtheyallowedhim inwithoutanappointmentand

alsobecausehenevergotinductedtocomeonsite...

Receptionist:sir,thisgentlemanisheretoseeyou.

ShesaysandInod.Thegirlwalksbackoutclosing

thedoorbehindher.

Makhosi:nkosi'yami(myKing).

Me:pleasetakeasit.

Ipointtotheleatherchairfacingme.

Makhosi:youhavebeenscarce.

Hesettlesdownbuthisgazeintenseonme

Me:no,justbusy.I'm sureyoucanseethatthe

factoryprojecthasstartedoutside.

Henods

Makhosi:Icansee,youaredoingwell.

Me:howcanIhelpyou?



IaskbutdeepdownIknowwhatbringshim here.

Makhosi:IthinkyoualreadyknowthatbutI'lltellyou

anyway.Theancestors-

Iquicklyinterject

Me:Iknowwhattheywantbuttellthem thatIam

notgoingtomarryHlengiwe.

Makhosi:andtheyacceptyourdecisionbutthey

alsohavetodowhatisbestforthisKingdom.

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:whatissupposedtomean?

Hechuckles.

Makhosi:I'm justamessengerhere.

Me:theyshouldbehelpingmefightthisenemyI

haven'tseenwithmyeyes.

Makhosi:justcozyouhaven'tseendoesn'tmeanit

isn'there.Theymightbeblindedbuttheyaretrying.

Me:IbelieveinmyforefathersbutIam notgoingto

allowthem tochangewhatIbelievein.



Henods.

Makhosi:allwillhappenasitshouldthen.

Me:I'm notdisrespectingyouorthem I'm just

stickingtomybelievesasanindividual.

Makhosi:understood.MaytheGodsbewithyou.

Hestandsuptoleave,makingmefeellikeanother

heavyburdenhasbeenplacedonmyshoulders,

addingtotheloadI'm alreadycarryinghere.

_____________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Ihavebeenatworkandhavingthesepersistent

headaches,I'vetakenpillsafterpillsbutnothing.It

suddenlyhitsmethatitmightnotbephysicalpain

butmygrandsonManzisummoningmespirituallyin

myhead.Hecanonlydothisincaseofan

emergency,becauseitisverydangeroustoahuman

body.Thespiritcanwithstanditbutameremortal

candiefrom this.Iquicklygetupfrom thedeskand

Kayisegivesmealookofannoyance.Herhatefor



medoesn'tmatterfornowbecauseIdon'tneedthis

bodytodropdeadrightnowandriskhavingtostart

theplanfrom scratch...

Ihurrytothecarparkedoutsideandpraythatitwill

beprivateenoughandnotrisksomeoneseeingme

talkingtothevoiceinmyheadandthinkingIam

losingmymind.It'squietwhenIgetthere,theonly

soundcomingfrom thebirdschirpinganddrilling

from theconstructionsite,butit'satadistance.Iget

inthecarandclosemyeyestocalm downsohecan

reachmetocommunicate.Ittakesafewminutes

andIam impatientasthisheadacheispainful...

Manzi:mkhulu

Me:doyouwanttokillthisvessel?

Manzi:ofcoursenot.Weneedit.

Me:whateveryousummonedmeforbetterbegood.

Manzi:itismkhuluorIwouldn'thaveriskedthis.

Me:what'sgoingon?Speak!



Manzi:IlookedatKayise'snearerfuture.

HesaysandIgasp

Me:youhadnorightManzi,doyouwanttoremove

theblindfoldsontheNgwenyaancestors.Lookingat

herfuturemakesusweakandgivesthem strength.

Manzi:Iknow,Iknowbutithadtobedone.Iwas

feelinguneasyaboutherandthatboyandthebones

wouldn'tshowmeanythingsoIneededtosee.I

promiseIwasquickanditdidn'tstrengthenthem

toomuch.

Me:whatdidyousee?

Iaskannoyedwiththisboy.

Manzi:sheandBukhosiwilllaythisweekend.

Me:that'sfineasthesacrificewillstillbeongoing,

bythetimeitendsshewillbepureagain.

Manzi:youdon'tunderstandmkhulu.

Me:thenmakeme,Idon'thavethewholeday

damnit!

Manzi:ifyouallowthem tolay,shewillaccepthis



seedanditwillproduceachild.

Myeyesopenwide.

Me:what?!

Manzi:youneedtogettheunderwearbackintothe

drawersoshecanwearit.Idon'tknowhowyou'll

ensurethatshewearsitbeforetomorrowbutfinda

waymkhuluorallofthiswasfornothing.

Iclenchmyjaws.

Manzi:breakthiscommunicationbeforeIdie.

Isayandafewsecondslatertheheadachesubsided

andIfeelawholelotbetter.Kayisecan'tget

pregnantshecan't.Ineedtogohomenowandwork

onsomethingtogethertowearthatunderwear

immediately.Istarttheengine.

______________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Icanbetmymoneythatmyhusbandwaswiththat

Hlengiwewoman.Iwasrightthattheyarehavingan



affairandthenhemadeitlooklikeIam goingcrazy

seeingthingsthataren'tthere.Wellthisstunthe

pulledhasmademefeelalittlelessguiltyforgetting

uptoallofthiswithDabulamanzi.Heisplayingme

likeafoolwithawomanbelowmyclass,heis

turningmeintoalaughingstock.Iam goingtodeal

withthebothofthem andwhenI'm donewiththem

theywillstopthisnonsense...

Ihaveworkedtoohardtojustloseitalltoher,Ihave

doneallofthistosecuremyfuture,mydaughter's

futureandBhekumbuso'sbutlookatwhatheis

doingtome.AsangryasIam Iam alsohurtthathe

couldchangeonmelikethis.Nowitmakesme

wonderwhathewouldhavedonetomeifIdidn't

givehim anychild.Heprobablywouldhaveagreed

tothem forcingasecondwifeonhim andthentreat

herbetterlikeIneverexisted.Igulpdowntheglass

ofscotchandasIplacetheglassbackdownDabula

walksinlookinglikehisworldisgoingtoshutter...



Dabula:goodthingyouarehere.

Me:what'swrong.

Dabula:yourdaughterisgoingtodrivemetokilling

her.

Me:Itoldyoutostopactinglikeamadmanandbea

gentleman.

Isnap.

Dabula:watchyourtonewoman.

Iletoutadeepsigh.

Me:whathasshedownthistime.

Dabula:it'swhatshe'sgoingtodo.Sheandthat

BukhosiboywillberesponsibleforhowIactnotme.

Me:Ihearyoubutwhatdidshedo?

Iam loosingmypatiencenowbecausehedoesn't

wanttogettothepoint.

Dabula:that'snotimportantbutyouaregoingto

helpmestopit.

Me:anythingtohelp.



Dabula:good.WaithereI'm coming.

HewalksawayandIgoaroundtopourmyself

anotherglassbecausewowmylifeislikeamerrygo

round.Hecomesbackandholdsoutathonginmy

face.

Me:that'snotmine.

Dabula:Iwouldn'tbelieveittobe.Itbelongstomy

wife,yourstubborndaughter.

HeclencheshisjawsasIfurrowmyeyebrows

Me:whatareyoudoingwithit?

Myheartisracing

Dabula:notyourconcernbutLiyanayouaregoingto

makesurethatshewearsthisunderwearwhenshe

getshomefrom work.

Me:Idon'tchooseunderwearsformychild,shewill

besuspicious.

Dabula:don'tmakeyourproblemsmyproblemsso

findaway.

HewalksawayandIam standingherewondering



whatisgoingon.

____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

IgothometiredashellandIwantedtogoseemy

girlfriendatthepalacebutthewayIam dogtiredI

don'tthinkIcanmakeit.Aphonecallwillhavetobe

enoughfortodaybutatleastIsawheryesterday

andwemadeloveinmybedroom andluckyforme

herscentisleftonmypillowsandmyduvetcovers.I

arrivedtomamacookingupastorm inthekitchen

andIdecidedtotakeabathtofreshenupbeforeI

gotoeat.OnceI'm doneIgooutsidetodiscardthe

waterandrinsethewashingdish.Iwalkbackinthe

houseandsettleonthecouchgivingmyphonemy

attention.Aknockcomesthroughthedoorand

mamaquicklygoestoopenup...

Mama:Youdevil!

Shesaysinabreakingvoice,soIquicklystandupto



goseewhosheistalkingto.MenziSheziisonour

doorsteplookinglikealostpuppy.

Mama:whatdoyouwanthereyousickman.

Hervoiceistrembling.

Menzi:maPhindisplease,Icomeinpeace.

Ichuckle.

Mama:Don'tyoudarecallmethat.

Me:whatdoyouwantfrom us?

Menzi:sonIjustwanttomakethingsright.

Thenerveofthisman.

Mama:Bukhosiisnotyourson.

Menzi:IknowIhurtyoubothbutplease.

Mama:leavenoworIwillscream murder.

Shethreatens

Me:waitmama,Ihaveaquestionforhim.

Mama:Bukho-

Me:whynow?



Menzi:IrealizemywrongsandhowevilIwas.Iwant

youandyoursiblingstoworktogetherandbegreat.

Ismile

Me:exactly,youareheretofindthenextmealticket

foryourkids.Myfarm isofflimitssir.Stayaway

from us,wewantnothingtodowithyou.Yourobbed

mymotheroffherlife,tookawayherbestfriendand

mademylifealivinghell.

Menzi:Iam yourfatherBukhosi.

Me:noyouarearapist.Ifyouwantmetotakeyou

seriouslytellyourwifethetruth,tellherwhymy

mothersuddenlybecamedistantandwanted

nothingtodowiththeirfriendship.Shameyourself

andadmittoyourevilwaysandalsotellheryouare

sleepingwiththeQueenssister.

Heshakeshisheadlightly.

Menzi:mywifeisagoodwoman,thiswillkillher.

Irollmyeyes.Iknewhewouldneveragree.

Mama:oneday,youwillpayforeverything.

Menzi:Imadeamistakeplease.



Mymothershutsthedoorinhisfaceandturns

aroundtolookatme.Tearsarestreamingdownher

cheeksandsheistremblingfrom alltheanger.I

takeherintomyarmsandcomforther.

Mama:hebrokemeBukhosi,hetookaway

somethinginmeIwillnevergetback.

Me:IknowmamabutGodisnotsleeping.Hewill

avengeyou.

___________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

IparkathomeandBabaisthefirsttoclimboutof

thecar.Ihatethekindofbusywearethesedays

becausewegethomewantingtojustbathandsleep

buttonightthatwillhavetowaitabitbecauseIwant

tohaveawordwithmyfatherandfindoutwhatis

happeningwithhim.Iam reallyworriedbecausethis

issounlikehim,hedoesn'tdisappearandsleepout

withouttalkingtomymotheraboutitbutyesterday

hedidandit'sgoingtocauseproblemsbetween

them asIsawmama'sreactionthismorning...



Iclimboutaftersnappingoutofmythoughtsand

makemywayinthehouse.Igostraighttome

bedroom andit'sshockingthatIfindmymotherin

herewithapicniclikeset-up.Sheiswearingher

pyjamasandholdingaglassofchampagneinher

hand.Iofferheraconfusedsmileandshestandsup

andlooksatme.Tearsarewellingupinhereyes

makingthem glitterandmyheartshatters,I'venever

seenmamathisemotional...

Mama:Ijustwantedtospendtimewithyou.

Me:ohmamadon'tcry.

Mama:Idon'twanttoincludeyouinourmarital

problemsbuthehumiliatedmeinfrontofyouand

ourguestDabula.Ijustwanttoforgetalittle.

Me:it'sokay,Iwillhavealittleslumberpartywith

you.

Mama:thankyouKayise.

Me:theset-upiscutebytheway.

Shesmilessweetlyatme.



Mama:Ihopeyoudon'tmindbutItookthelibertyto

findyousomething'stochangeintoafteryour

shower.

Ismileandlookatmybed.Iseemypyjamasandmy

thong.

Me:thatwasthoughtfulofyou.Letmegoshower.

Idropmyhandbagandgotothedoor,beforeItwist

theknobhervoicestopsme.

Mama:didhetellyouwherehewas?

Ishakemyhead

Me:I'm sorryhedidn't.

Mama:Ithinkheischeatingonme.

Igaspforair.

Me:that'ssounlikehim.

Mama:thenwheredidhesleepwithhisphoneoff.

Me:maybehewillexplaintonight.

Mama:yesmaybe.Goshowerbaby,ourfoodwillget

cold.



Me:Iloveyousis'Liyana.

Shewipeshertearasshechuckles.

Mama:Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself.EverythingIdo,

Idoitforyouandyourfuture.

Iblowherakissandwalkout.

___________________________________________

•NOEDIT

THEHOUSEWIFEiswaitingforyoutopreorderitfor

onlyR100.Valueformoney,Ipromiseyou.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER35

____________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

[AWEEKLATER]

Ithasbeenanentire7dayssinceIdidn'tsleepat

homebutratheratHlengiwe'shouse.Mywifehasn't

broughtupthesubjecteversincethenandIdidn't

feeltheneedtotalkaboutittoobutthatjustseem

tohavetakenitstollonourmarriage.Thingsare

coldbetweenus,wesleepinthesamebedbutshe

lookstheotherwayandsodoI.Ihatewhatis

happeningwithusbutifshelearnsIwaswith

Hlengiwethingswillspiraloutofcontrolevenmore

soit'sbetterthisway,Icanonlypraythatthingsget

betterbetweenuswithtime...

Ontheotherhandmyhearthasbeenheavysoheavy



thatIdon'tunderstandwhyIam feelingthiswayall

ofasudden.Ineversawherinthatlightbutrecently

myheartyeansforher,Idream ofheratnightandI

havehadtostopmyselfamilliontimesinthispast

weeknottogotoherhouseandconfuseherafter

sayingweshouldkeepourdistance.Imisshertomy

soulandIhatetoloveit.Ihaveawife,awifethatI

love,awifethathasnevermademefeelthisway.I

thinkmyancestorsareplayinganumberonme,they

aremakingmefeelthiswaytowardsHlengiwe

becauseIknowmyselfIwouldn'tevenbefeelinglike

thisonanormalday...

It'saweekendandIhavenothingtokeepbusywith.

theCouncilofKingsIwassupposedtoattendinthe

nearbyvillagewaspostponedtoalaterdatesoit'sa

lonelystressfulweekendforme.Icouldlookintothe

disappearanceofthelittlegirl,shewaslastseen

leavingschoolbutnevermadeithome.Itseemslike

it'sanotherZonkesituationbuttheagedifferenceis

toomuch.Iconsultedmakhosibuthesaidnothing

likealwayssoweoptedopeninganotherpolicecase



sotheycaninvestigate.Idon'tknowwhatis

happeninginmyland,it'smakingmefeelsouseless

likeIam constantlyfailingmypeople.Iam closed

upinmystudy,watchingsomecurrentaffairsonmy

laptop.KayiseconnectedittotheWiFiandshowed

mehowtobrowseforchannelsonline.Thedoor

opensandshewalksinholdingaplateoffood...

Kayise:baba

Hereyesarepleading,shehasbeentryingtogetme

totalktoherbutit'shard,Liyanaishermother.

Me:sthandwasami.

Kayise:youhavebeenlockedupinheresince

morning.Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat.

Me:thankyoubutI'm nothungry.

Shesighsanddropstheplateonmydeskbefore

settlingonthecouchbythewindow,puttingherlegs

upandhuggingthem closetoherchest.

Kayise:babaplease,whatisgoingonwithyou.

Seeingyouthiswayiskillingmeplease.



Sheletshertearsfallanddidn'tIjustdieamillion

deathsrightnow.Ineverwanttoseemydaughter

hurt,Ineverwanttoseehertears.

Me:I'm juststressedaboutthedisappearanceofthe

littlegirllastFriday.Ifeeluseless.

Sheshakesherhead

Kayise:it'ssosadbaba.Ipraytheyfindhersafe

becausethisisalltoomuch.Idon'twanttothink

thatthisHumantraffickingthinghashitus.

Me:itwouldbetheworstthing.

Kayise:yes,butthatisn'ttheonlythingweighing

heavyonyousopleasetalktomeplease.

Iclosemyeyes,Ineedtotalktosomeonebeforemy

headburstsopen.

Kayise:you'vealwaysbeenabletotalktome.Please

don'tstopnow.

Me:it'salltoomuch.Theenemythingattackingthe

villageandwestillnotknowingwhoitisorwhatit

wants.Nowmyancestors,myancestorsareasking

metodosomethingIdon'twanttonorbelievein.



Shenarrowshereyes

Kayise:whataretheyaskingofyou?

Me:tomarryanotherwoman,Hlengiwetobe

specific.

Shegaspsforair.

Kayise:what?!Why?

Me:Idon'tknowmylove.Iaskedbuttheyarenot

givingmeanything,theyjustwantHlengiweastheir

Queen.

Kayise:ohbaba.Whatareyougoingtodo?

Me:IloveyourmotherNtombikayise,Iwouldn'tdo

thattoher.

Kayise:willtheyacceptthat?

Me:makhosisaystheydobutIknowhowthey

operate,theywilldosomethingdrastictome,to

provetheirpoint.

Kayise:ohmyGod.

___________________________________________



•QUEENLIYANA

IhavetotalktoBhekumbuso,aweekwithouttalking

wasenough.I'vesulkedit'senoughnowit'stimeI

standuptosavemymarriage.Ican'tlethismistress

winhim over.Thisismypalaceandnooneisgoing

totakeitfrom me.Iam awomanandweholdthe

knifeintheblade.Wewalkonhotcoaljusttosave

ourfamiliesandIwon'tstopnow,I'vealreadydone

theworsttokeepthem andthisthrone...

Iworemyroyalregalia,Iwanteveryonetoremember

thatIam theQueen,meLiyanaNgwenyaandnoone

else.Iwantthem tofeelmycommandthisdayand

beforeanyoneelseIam remindingmyhusband

becauseheneedstoseewhathehasathomesohe

canstoprunningouttherechasingwomanbelow

me.Igetoutsidehisstudyandthedoorisajar,heis

talkingtoKayise.ItsoundsserioussoIstopand

listentowhattheyaretalkingabout.Myheartdrops

asIhearhim sayhisancestorswanthim tomarry



Hlengiwe.Ican'tbelievethis,whywouldtheyaskmy

husbandtodothistome?Aretheyontome?Do

theyknowwhatiam uptosotheyarereplacingme

withwhotheythinkisbetter?HowdidManzinotsee

thisnonsense.Iwipemytearwiththebackofmy

hand,myheartisracinganditfeelslikeit'sbreaking

intoamillionpieces...

Iheadstraighttomysisterschambers,sheisthe

onlypersonIcantalktoaboutallofthisbecause

sheknowseverythingfrom scratch.Ijustwalkin

withoutknocking,she'snakedandapplyingbody

butter.Isinkontheedgeofherbedandjustcrymy

eyesout.Shedoesn'tsayanythingbutcontinues

aboutherbusiness.Thiswholethingisamess,if

theyknowaboutmyshenanigansitmeansonce

theyareallowedtoseeagaintheywillturnonme.I

needtoaskManzitokeepthem blindedforever

becauseeverythingwillfallonme...

Nonhle:whatdoyouwant?



Sheasksbored.

Me:Iknowthingshaven'tbeenokaybetweenusand

I'm sorryformistreatingyou.

Isaymeaningeveryword.

Me:Ineedyousisi,youaretheonlypersonwho

madethiswholethingeasyplease.Iwilltreatyou

better.

Nonhle:youjustsayingthatcozyouneedhelp

Liyana,Iknowhowyouoperate.

Me:Iswearonourmothersgrave.

Sheraisesaneyebrow.

Nonhle:what'sgoingon?

Me:theywantBhekitomarryHlengiwe.

Nonhle:whoisthey?

Me:hisancestors,Iheardhim talktoKayisejust

now.

Nonhle:what!that'scrazy.Youneedtostopthat

immediately.Refusetogivehim permission.



Me:Ishouldhaveallowedyoutobemysisterwife

allthoseyearsago,IshouldhaveacceptedthatI

couldn'thavekidsandallowedBhekitomarryyou.

Youaremysisterandthechildrenyouweregoingto

givebirthtowouldhavebeenlikemyownbutIjust

couldn'tlosehim.LittledidIknowIwouldlosehim

toHlengiwe.

Nonhle:whatdidyousay?

SheasksinalowtoneandIclosemyeyesrealizing

thatIjusttoldherhowIchangedfateforhertoo.

Me:nothing.

Istandup.

Nonhle:Liyanadon'tmakemepounceonyouright

now.

Iswallow.

Me:it'snothingIpromiseyou.

Nonhle:IwassupposedtobeaQueentoo?Iwasthe

onewhowasgoingtobareBhekumbusochildren

andyoustoppedthatdidn'tyou?

SheischargingtowardsmeandIam stucktothis



floor.Thelookonherfaceismurderous.

Me:no,notatallyouaremisinterpretingmy

thoughts.

Sheslapsmehardacrossmyfaceanditstings.

Nonhle:youtookawayabeautifullifeIwouldhave

had.YoujustsignedyoudeathwarrantLiyana.Iam

goingtobreakyouIswear.

Me:sisipleasemamaistheonetobeblamednot

me.

Shechuckles.

Nonhle:Ijustbecameyourworstnightmaremydear

sister.Watchyourback.

Herlastwordssendchillsdownmyspine.

____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Menzihasbeencomingthroughtothehouse

everydaytobegmymotherandIbutIam nothaving

it.Idon'tbelieveheissincereinhiswords.Hejust



wantsmetoopenupsohecanusemetogivehis

preciouschildrenpositionsatmyfarm andbeforeI

knowittheywillhijackitfrom rightunderme.Menzi

isasnakeinthegreengrass,anapexpredatorthat

willstrikewhenyouleastexpectit.Iwentthrough

lifewithouthim andIwillsurelysurvivemy

adulthoodwithouthim orhispresence...

Mymotherhasbeengoingthroughheremotions.I

thinkit'sbecauseshehascomefacetofacewith

herabuserandisforcedtorelivethewholeordeal

Menziputherthrough.It'ssadIwon'tliebutithasto

happensoshecanfullydealwithherdemonsand

comeoutvictorious.OnceIam financiallystableI

willmakeitaprioritytomakeherseeaprofessional,

totalkaboutallshehasbeenthrough.Beingraped

bysomeoneshelookeduptoasabrother,losingher

bestfriendandsisterandhavingtoraiseher

constantpainandreminderofherviolationandlove

it.Imakemywaytoherbedroom andknockbefore

walkingin,she'ssittingonthebedwithhereyes

lookingoutsidethroughthewindow...



Me:mama.

Mama:Bukho

Shesayswithoutmovinghereyesfrom thewindow.

Me:let'sgoforawalk,Ithinkfreshairwilldoyou

good.

Mama:nobhuti,Iam tirednowmaybelater.

Me:don'tallowyourselftosinkintothedarkness.

Mama:Ijustneverthoughthewouldacceptand

confesstowhathedidtometosomeoneelse.

Me:Iknow.

Mama:that'smakingmeacceptitfullyandit's

openingmorewoundsthanIallowedwhenItoldyou

aboutit.

Iswallowandsitnexttoher.

Me:youareastrongwoman.

Mama:Ihadtobeforyou.Mymotherdidsayyou

aresomethingspecialBukhosi.

Me:wearegoingtobeokay.



Mama:Ibelievesotoo.

Me:IneedtogoseeZamaNgwenyaforafewhours.

Willyoubeokayonyourown?

Mama:yesIwill.

Me:Iloveyoumama.

Mama:Iloveyoutooson.Greetmydaughterinlaw

firm me.

Me:Iwill.

Ikissherhandandwalkout.

______________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Iam patientlywaitingforwhenKayiseandthatboy

willmeetup.Immediatelytheymakecontactofany

sortphysicallythespellwillcomeintofullforce.The

mutiIsprinkledonthethongisisicitho,itwillmake

BukhosilookatKayiseandbedisgusted.Thelittle

thingsshedoeswillannoyhim andhewillbethe

monstersheneverdreamtof.Hewillshowherwhat



hellisandtheirlovewillbetrapped,onlyhatredwill

fillboththeirheartsforeachother,oncetheyare

bothenemiesIwillcleanseherandtakeoverthe

fragilewomanshewouldhavebecomebecauseof

thewholething...

Liyana:Dabulayouhavetohelpme.

Shesaysfrom behindmeandIclosemyeyes.

Me:whatnow?

Iturntoscanifit'sonlyusinthegarden.

Liyana:IslippedupandtoldNonhleshewas

supposedtohavebeenmarriedtothekingwhenI

couldn'thavekids.

Isighwishingtotellherthatitwasnevergoingto

happenthatwaybutwesaidittomakeheragreeto

givingKayisetomeasawife.Herpanickingis

annoying.

Me:howcouldyoubesostupid.

Liyana:Iam emotional,Ineededtovent.



Me:youareafoolishwoman,youcan'tkeepyour

emotionsincheck.Youarearunawaytrain.Doyou

wanttomessthiswholethingupforme?

Liyana:ofcoursenot!Nonhlehoweverwillgotellmy

husbandwhatwe'vebeenupto.

She'sright,awomanscornedisadangerousone.

Me:I'lldealwithherdon'tworry.

Liyana:how?

Me:LiyanayouaskedforhelpedandI'm sayingI'll

dealwithit.Youdon'tneedtoknowthedetails.

ShenodsandIlookawayfrom her.

__________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER36

__________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

NowthatIknowwhatiseatingmyfatherupIcan

sayIunderstandhisrecentbehavior.Heisnotone

toshyawayfrom anythingbutwhattheancestors

areaskingofhim istheimpossible,babawillnever

agreetothatbecausehishearthasonlyandwill

foreverbeatformymotheronly.SometimesI

wonderifmymothercanseehowmuchher

husbandlovesherandhowfarhewouldgoto

protectwhattheyhave.Thelovebabahasforhis

Queeniswhatmademeknowwhattoexpectfrom

manwhenIstarteddatingandthat'swhyiswasnot

hardtohealfrom myfirstrelationshipandnowthatI

haveBukhoIfeellikeheiswhatIhavealways

prayedforandsawmyfatherbetoQueenLiyana.

Heisnottherecompletelybutsomeofhisflawsare

whatIam willingtolivewithbecausehonestlywe



cannothave100%perfectionanditwouldbewrong

toevenexpectthatfrom ahumanbeing...

BabapromisedthathewillsnapoutofitsoonandI

canbreathnow.Iwasseriouslynotdoingokayfrom

seeinghim thatwithdrawnandstressed.Iam

hostingBukhosihereatthepalaceandithasbeena

whilesincehecameby.Hedidn'twanttoseem

disrespectfulbycomingherebuthehadtosnapout

ofitbecauseheisgoingtobeKingwhenItakeover

myfather'sthroneintime.Heneedstofamiliarize

himselfwitheverythingandthistimenotasan

employeebutsomeonewhoisgoingtotakeahigher

seatinthisKingdom.Ipreparedussomethingtoeat

butbeforethatIhaveaitchIneedhim totakecare

ofbeforeweeatordrink.Myphonechimesandhis

textcomesthroughaskingmetocomegethim from

thekitchen.MyexcitementhitstheskyandIrunto

gethim.HeisstandingawkwardlybythedoorandI

laugh...



Me:ohbabe,whyareyoustandinglikethat.

Isaylaunchingmyselftohim andpeckinghislips.

Bukhosi:babyyourparentsmightwalkinonus.

Me:that'swhatmakesitthrilling.

Bukhosi:aren'tyounaughty.

Ipoutandhiseyesglow.

Me:youlovemelikethat.

Bukhosi:thatIdowithallmyheartandmybiggest

fearisloosingyouZamaNgwenya.

Howcanyounotloveamanwhenheisn'tafraidto

tellyouexactlyhowhefeelsaboutyou.

Me:metoomyChoco.Iwantforeverwithyou.

Heholdsouthispinkyfinger

Bukhosi:tillinfinityandbeyond?

Iholdoutmineandlockitwithhis

Me:infinityandbeyondmylove.

Hekissesmethistimebutquicklypullsoutashe

remembers.whereweare.



Thephysicaltouchandthispromisemakesthatitch

moreintenseasmyclitthrobsinneedtofeelhim

deepinsideofme.

Me:babyIneedyoutohelpchangemylightbulb.

Isayjusttogethim toagreetogoupmyroom

becausehewillrefuseifheknowswhatIwantusto

do.

Bukhosi:kantewhatarethosepeopledoinghere?I

shouldreallycomebackbecausebythelookof

thingstheyarenotdoingtheirjobsproperly.

Ichuckle,ohboyifyouknewthattheyaresticking

yourtoworkstructureandroutine.Hegrabsastep

ladderintheutilityroom andweheadtomy

bedroom.AshestepsonitItakeoffmyclothesuntil

Iam leftinnothingbutmyunderwear.

Bukhosi:babethere'snothingwrongwiththisbulb,it

didn'tburn.

Me:ohmybad.

Isayandhecomesdown,hegaspsasheseesme

standingnakedinfrontofhim.



Bukhosi:ZamaNgwenyababynoplease.

Heholdshismanhoodasitgetserect.

Me:mychocoplease,Ineedyourightnow.

Bukhosi:let'sgotomyhousethenlove.

Me:Ican'tBukhosi,justthisonceplease.

Hebitshislowerlipandlooksatmefrom headto

toe.HeslowlyremoveshisclothesandIsighin

reliefasmyhoneypotpulsates.Hecomestome

andgrabsmebymywaistpullingmetohim,hisone

handmovestothethebackofmyheadandbrings

hislipstomine.Thekississloppyasweareboth

hungryforeachother,hislipsmovestomyneckand

Ithrowmyheadbacktogivehim easyaccess.He

leavesatrailofkissesfrom mynecktomybreast,

hismouthfindsmyerectnippleandhesucksonit.

Softmoansareescapingmylipsatthedelicious

sensationsthisissendingdownmyspine.Itakehis

erectshaftandmassageitgently,hetensesupand

groans,Iguessthefourplayisenoughforhim coz

hetakesmetothebedandgetsinbetweenmylegs.

HelooksatmeintheeyesandIcanseeandfeelthe



lovethismanhasforme.

Bukhosi:Iloveyou.

Hemouthsatme.

Me:Iyouyoutoo.

Imouthback.Hishandsbrushmythighsdownup

andcomesbackpullingmypantydown,oureyes

haven'tlefteachotherthiswholetime.Thethrowsit

downandholdshisownerection,Ibitemylowerlip

ashelooksdowntodirectittomymoistfolds.

Bukhosi:whatthehellKayise!

Heliterallyjumpsfrom thebed,lookingdisgusted.

Hiseyesareonmyvigina.Theshockonhisface

makesmepanic.

Me:babywhat'swrong?

Myvoiceisalreadytrembling.Hecan'tspeakbut

he'spointingtomycoochieasmylegsarestill

spread.

ItrytopeepbutIcan'tseeproperly.Itakemyhand

andtrytodipmyfingersin.Icomebackwithafew

maggots.MyheartsinksandIswearalltheairinmy



lungsleavemybody.Igetoffthedoorandgrabmy

robeandruntothebathroom.Tearsarealready

streamingdownmyface,I'm notunderstanding

whatishappeningwithme.EarlieronwhenItook

mybathIdidn'thavethesethingsandhowcomeI

didn'tfeelthem moveandmakemeuncomfortable

beforeBukhosiarrived.Iam soembarrassed,hurt

andconfused.Igetinthebathtubandtakethehand

showerdirectingittomyprivatepart.These

maggotsfallfrom metothebathtub,thesethings

arealiveandmoving.Ihaveneverseenanythinglike

this.Itakemyhygieneveryseriously.Ibathetwicea

day,Iwipepublictoiletsbeforesittingdownand

BukhosiistheonlymanI'veeversleptwithwithouta

condom sowhatisthis.HowcouldIhavethese

thingscomingoutfrom me.

_____________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

IhavetotakecareofthisNonhlematterbeforeshe

runstothatweaklingandtellhim whatwehave



beenupto.IworkedhardandlongtogetheresoI'm

notgoingtohavesomeoldentitledbrattakethat

awayfrom mebecauseitwasn'tgoingtohappenthe

wayshethinks,shewasnevergoingtomarryBheki.

MambajusttoldthistoLiyanaandhermotherso

shecanagreetogiveKayisetomeasawifesoIcan

beabletoclaim backthethronethroughher...

It'salittledarkoutsidesoImakemywayinsideher

hut.Sheislayingonherbedwithaplateoffood,the

TVisplayingsomeprogrammethatisloudandfull

ofviolence.Iclosethedoorandturnthekeytolock

itthat'swhenshejoltsupfrom thebedplacingthe

plateonthepedestal.Feariswrittenalloverherface

butsheistryingsohardtokeepastraightstoic

expression...

Nonhle:Iwillscream murder.

Me:Icomeinpeace.

Iholdoutmyhands



Nonhle:yourdaughterinwitchcraftcamerunningto

you?

Ichuckle.

Me:howcouldshenot.Youwanttoexposeusand

takeawayeverythingshehasbuilt.

Nonhle:shedidn'tbuildanything.Shebetwitchedher

waytothetop.

Me:butyouenjoyingthebenefitsofherwitchcraft.

Whywouldyouwanttoexposeherwhenallyou

enjoywillbetakenawaybecauselikeitornotyou

wereapartofthiswholething.

Sheshakesherheadslightly.

Nonhle:Iwilldenyeverbeingapartofthis.

Iraiseaneyebrow.

Me:andhowwillyousayyouknowthisinformation?

Nonhle:simple,Ioverheardyouandmysistertalking

aboutit.

Me:fairenough.SoyoureallywanttoexposeLiyana?

Nonhle:shechangedmyfuturewithyourhelp.



Letmejustfillherin.

Me:youfool,youweren'tgoingtobeQueenthat

prophecywasfalsebecauseIwantedyoursisterto

agreetogivingmeKayise.Thewasnothingwrong

withher,shecouldgivebirthbutIclosedherwomb

togetwhatIwant.

Shegaspsforairasherhandmovestohermouthin

shock.

Nonhle:youplayedusyoudevil!

Me:youarealljustpuppets,Iam thepuppetmaster.

Nonhle:whywhywouldyoudothis?

Me:becausethisismykingdom.StolenbyNgwenya

thefirst.Thiskingdom belongedtotheCebekhulu's

butaconspiracyrobbeditoffus.

Shesmiles.

Nonhle:youarethefool.Youjusttoldmeeverything

andyouthinkI'm notgoingtotellmyfamilyaboutit?

Ichortlecarefreeandshefrowns.

Me:goaheadgotellher,Isaystandingasideand



foolishlyshecomestothedoorandImanageto

blowthepowderinherface.Thispowderwillmade

herunconscious.Thetongueshewasgoingtouse

toratmeoutiswhatIam goingtocutoffandthe

handsthatmightwritedownallIsaidwillbe

choppedofftoo.Iwillmakeheravegetableuntillthe

dayshedies.Noonewilltakethisawayfrom me,

thisismylastshotandIwilltakedowneverything

andeveryonewhothreatensmyplans

____________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

IfeelbetternowthatIspoketomydaughterabout

whatisexpectedofme.Burpingitoffmychestwas

thebestthingtodoforme,Iwasslowlydyinginside

from keepingittomyself.NowIam waitingonthe

wrathmyancestorswillunleashonmefordefying

theirorders.YesIknowIshouldn'thaveturneda

blindeyetowhattheyaskedorgototheextremeof

sayingnointheirfacesbutI'dratherstandforwhatI

believeinandhavethem punishmehowtheyseefit.



Aleaderwhocannotstandtheirgroundatalltimes

andispersuadedeasilybecauseoffearof

repercussionsisnotworthytostandinfrontandcall

themselvesleaders...

Nowtheonlythingleftisformetogoandtalktomy

wifeandmakethingsright.IwishIcantellthetruth,

thewholetruthtoherbutIknowitwilljustcause

moreproblemsforussoit'sbetterIomitthetruth

from hersowecanmoveforward.Ihatethiswhole

movingforward2stepsandtaking10back,it's

exhaustinginallaspectsandIneedittoallstop.I

missthesimpledayswhereIwasrulingmy

Kingdom peacefullywithmyqueen,Liyananextto

me.Withoutthisendlessdrama...

Imakemywaytothebedroom andsheisn'tinthere.

Isighandheadouttosearchinotherrooms,it'sa

weekendandthehouseisnotbuzzingwithmaids,

it'sjustafewandtheyarebusysomewheresoI

havetolocateLiyanaonmyown.Icheckthelounge



andnothing,theslidingdoorisopensoIheadtoit

andsheissittingoutsideinthedark.Whywouldshe

stayouthereandletmosquitoesfeastonher,I

slowlywalktowardsherandgrabthegardenchair

thensettlenexttoher...

Me:it'sabeautifulnight.

Liyana:indeeditis.

Me:Iam sorrymylove.

Liyana:forwhatexactly?

Sheasksbutdoesn'teventurntolookatme.

Me:everything,stayingoutthatnight,justbeingcold

anddistant.

Sheletsoutasigh.

Liyana:isthereanyotherwomaninthepicture?

HerquestioncatchesmeoffguardthatIswallow

mysalivaindiscomfort.

Me:never,therecanneverbeanyotherwomanbut

you.



IsaybutitfeelslikeIam tellingacompletelie

becauseamidstthatfewsecondsHlengiwecrossed

mymindamilliontimes.

Liyana:justtellmethetruthBhekumbuso.

Me:Iam,Ipromise.Youwillforeverbethewoman

myheartwants.

IreassurebutIdon'tknowifit'smeorherthatI'm

tryingtoconvince.

Liyana:Ihatewhatwearebecoming.

Shesaysfinallylookingatme.

Liyana:weneverkeptthingsfrom eachother.We

alwaysspokeaboutwhattroubledusandwewould

findsolutionstoeachother'sproblems.What

changed?

Sheadds

Me:Idon'tknowtoobutwhatIknowisIwantmy

wifebackplease.

Sheletsoutaheavysigh.

Liyana:wecandothismylove.



Me:Iknowwecan.

Iclaspherhand

Liyana:IloveyoumyKing.

Me:foreverandalwaysmkami(mywife).

____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Itossedandturnedthewholenight.Icouldn'tstop

thinkingaboutwhatIsawwhenIwasaboutto

penetratemygirlfriend.Howdidmaggotsgetinto

hervirgina,howisthatevenpossible.Idon'tknow

anyotherwomanwholikesbathinglikemygirl,she

usesalltheseproductsandtakeshertimeinthe

showersoIam confidentthattheyarenotthere

becauseshe'sunhygienic.Whenshelefttheroom I

knewshewasrunningtothebathroom,thehorror

onherfaceisoneIcanstillsee.Thosethingswere

aliveandalloverher,makingmewonderifshedidn't

feelanyofthem moveorsomething...



Istayedinherbedroom thinkingshewouldwalk

backandtellmethatitwasallajokeandthose

thingsaren'trealbutshenevercameback,rather

sittingthereIfeltdisgustednotonlybywhatIsaw

butbyhertooandthinkingaboutitnowIhatethatI

evenfeltthatwaytowardsthewomanIlove.I

haven'ttriedcallingherbecauseI'm notsurewhatI

am expectedtosaytoherafterthathorrific

moment...

Iwokeupatdawntocleantheyard,Ineededtokeep

mymindpreoccupiedsoitwasthebestthing,it's

calmingformeandthat'sexactlywhatIneedtobe-

calm-soIcanstopandthinkproperly.Iwasdone

cleaningtheyardaswellastrimingthegrassand

thetressinnotimebutIneededtokeepgoingsoI

wenttothatopenspaceInormallytakeflowersfor

Kayiseandstartedwithit.It'snotfarfrom myhouse,

justafewfeetandIcanseehomefrom there.It

feelslikeIam loosingmymindbecausethiswhole

thingisn'tmakingsensetomerightnow...



Mama:haiboBukhosi!

Shecallsfrom behindmeandIstopandlookback

ather.

Me:ohmorningma.

Mama:andthenwena?Whyareyoucleaningthis

place?

Herconfusionisvisible

Me:itneedstobeneatforthosepassingby,we

don'twantrobberstohidehere.

Mama:areyousureyouareokay?Youseem

stressedout.

Me:Iam suremagrizadon'tworry.

Mama:here,ithasbeenringingnonstop.

Sheholdsoutherhandwithmyphoneinit.Itakeit

andpowerthescreenon.It's5missedcallsfrom

ZamaNgwenya.Isighandputitinthebackpocket

ofthesecoveralls.

Mama:hao,youarenotgoingtocallherblack?

Me:Idon'thaveairtime,I'llwaittillshecallsmeback.



Ilie

Mama:didyoutwofightorsomething?

Ishakemyheadno.

Me:nowearegreat.

Iam onatrainoftellingliestoday.

Mama:ifyousayso.I'llgopreparesomeporridge

foryouthen.

Me:thankyoumama.

ShewalksawayandIsigh.Istandupstraightand

putbothmyhandsonmywaisttryingtofigureout

howwearegoingtomovefrom allofthis.

_________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Idon'trememberthelasttimeIenjoyedmyhusband

thisway.Forouragewecanstillhavegoodsexand

that'snothingtobeashamedof.Ibelievedhim when

hesaidIam theonlywomanafterhisheartandthat

hewillneverloveanotherlikehelovesme.Iam



donethinkingthatHlengiweisgoingtoruinmy

marriagebecausesheisanonfactorthatIneedto

treatexactlyasthatandstopgivingpoints.From

thispointforwardIfocusonmyhusband,making

surethatDabulaendsupwithKayiseandthat'sallI

promise...

Bhekumbusoissleepingnexttomesound,hehad

energyfordayslastnightbutlookatwherethatgot

him.NotthatIam complainingthoughbecauseIfelt

likeayoungwomanof25throughoutandeventhis

morning.Iam abouttowakehim upwithakiss

whenIloudbanghitsourdoor,themaidis

screamingmynameandthatmakesBhekijolt

awake.HelooksatmewithquestioningeyesandI

shrugmyshouldersaswebothgetupfrom thebed

andputonourgowns.WewalkoutandNonhle's

personalmaidiscryinghystericallyoutsideour

door...

Me:what'sgoingonsisi?



Her:youneedtocomeseemyQueen.

Idon'tbotheraskingheranymorequestions,we

followheruntilwereachoutsideandgettoNonhle's

chambers,myheartisracing.Assoonasmyeyes

landonthegruesomescenemyheartsinksintomy

stomach.OhmyGod!

Bheki:yohyoh!

Myhusbandsquatstofeelifshestillhasapulse.

Bheki:Calltheambulance.

Heordersandhermaidhurriesofftomakethecall.I

am standingtherehorrified.Idon'tthinkI'veever

seensomuchblood.Mysister'sarmswerechopped

offandapieceofhertongueisnexttoherhead.

ThishasDabulawrittenalloverit,hewassilencing

herandmakingsurethatshecannotevenwrite

downwhatsheknows.Idon'tevenknowifshe's

aliveordead,I'm afraidtoaskbecauseIorderedfor

thistohappentomyownsisterbutwhatchoicedidI

have?Shewasthreateningtodestroymyfamily,a

familyIworkedhardtobuildandkeep.Nonhle

deservedthis,shedid.



Bheki:ohLiya.

Hesayswipingmytears.

Me:whowoulddothistomysisterthough?Bheki:I

don'tknowbutIpromisetofindthatpersonand

bringthem tojustice.

Me:pleasedo.

Iplacemyheadonhisshoulderandcrysomemore

_____________________________________________

Noedits

5thchapteroftheweek.Thankyoufor

understandingmysituationyesterday,Iam feelinga

bitbetter.RemembertoplaceyourorderofthePDF

BookTheHousewifeforjustR100.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER37

______________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Ihavebeenbawlingmyeyesout,pretendingtobe

hurttomysoulbutasmuchasIcanlietoeveryone

elseIcannotlietomyself.TruthisIam happythat

mysisterwillnotbeathornonmysideanylonger

andlikeeverythingIhaveit'sallthanksto

Dabulamanzi,hecomesthroughformeeachand

everytimeIneedhim to.Nonhlewouldhavebeena

partofthisallandshewouldstillhaveherbody

partsintactbuthergreedandjealousyformedrove

herhere.Shehasnoonetoblamebutherselffor

beinginthisstate...

Theambulancetookmysisterawayandwe

followedinthecar,Ididn'tevenwanttobeinthe

samespaceasherbecauseshejustmakesmeso



sickanditwouldhavebeenhardtostopmyself

from squeezingthelifeoutofher.Yesshewasstill

alivewhentheparamedicsgottherebuttheysaid

shewashangingonathread.Wehavebeenatthe

hospitalforhoursnow,itwasn'tjustBhekiandIonly,

ourdaughterKayisewaswithus.Shelooksbesides

herselfandIcantellit'snotonlybecauseofthe

wholeNonhlething.Hermatterswillbeattended

later,rightnowIam sittingontheedgeofmychair

waitingonthedoctortotelluswhatwillbeofmy

dearestsister...

TheIndiandoctorwalksinthewaitingroom andwe

allstandup,maybemebeforeeveryoneelse.He

sighsashestandsinfrontofusandIwishIcanjust

slapwhateveritisoutofhismouthalready,Iwanna

knowifthebitchisgoingtoliveornot.Bhekiclasps

myhandasifhealreadyknowswhatthedoctoris

goingtosay,Idon'twanttobelieveituntilitisoutof

hismouthandIcanseeitformyself.YesIam

Thomasinthissituation,seeingisbelieving...



Doctor:Iam verysorrywedidallwecouldbutshe

wasbarelyalivewhenshegothere.

Iscream inagonyanddroptomyknees.

Me:No!No!Notmysisterplease.

Myhusbandsinksdownandtakesmeintohisarms

andrubsmyback.

Kayise:butshewasalivewhathappened?

Didn'tshehearthemansayNonhlewasbarelyalive,

what'sallthesequestionsfor.Icomplaininmyhead

andcontinuecryingtheseyears.Theyareofjoy

disguisedaspain.

Doctor:thedrivefrom thevillagetothistownwas

long,shebecameweakerwitheverykilometer

coveredandbythetimeshegothereitwastoolate.

Shelostalotofbloodthroughoutthenight.Iam

verysorryforyourloss.

Me:canIpleaseseeherplease.

Doctor:ofcourse,thiswayplease.

Bheki:areyousureLiya?



Inodvigorously.

Me:it'stheonlywayIwillbelievethatmymother's

childisnomore.

Bheki:okaycomethen.

Hehelpsmeupandwefollowthedoctor.Weget

intoaroom andsheiscoveredinapowderblue

sheet,thenurseinthereopensherupandIputmy

handtomymouth.IhearKayisegapsforairand

turntoleave.

-Youthoughtyoucouldthreatenmyfamily,allI

workedforandIwillletyougojustlikethat?No

Nonhle,youknewverywellwhatIam capableof

doingtokeepmysecretsafebutyoufoolishly

thoughtI'dsitbackandwatchyouattemptto

destroymylife.Mayyourotinhellyoubitch!

IsaytoherintheprivacyofmyheartandIhopemy

messagereachesher.

Me:pleasegetmeoutofherenow,Ican'tbare

seeingmysisterlikethis.

IhurryoutandBhekitalkstothedoctorawhilethen



joinsKayiseandI.

____________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

ManziandIhavebeenwatchingeverythingasit

unfoldswiththe"Royalfamily"inourwatercalabash,

from whentheydiscoveredherbodytowhenshe

wasrushedtohospital.Ididn'texpecthertobethat

weakandallowherselftodie,sheshouldhaveheld

onbecauseIwantedhertoseewhatshecouldhave

hadwithmeasKing.SheandLiyanaarealreadyevil

atheartsoitwasgoingtobeeasyforustomake

them apartofus,whoknowsmaybeIwouldhave

givenhertomygreatgreatgrandsonandshewould

havehadhighpositioninthiskingdom butshe

doesn'tuseherheadtothinkbutemotionsthattime

IthoughtshewasmorerationalthanLiyana...

ManziandIlookateachotherwhenwehearthe

massageLiyanatellshersisterinthecomfortand

privacyofherheart.Thiswomanisnotremorseful



andsheisnotfeelinganysortofpainforwhat

happenedtohersisterrathersheisrejoicing,ifit

wasuptohertheywouldburnherimmediatelyand

goonwiththeirliveslikesheneverexisted.Bheki

andKayisearepainedbywhatishappeningandthey

arebusycomfortingLiyana,thesameonethat

askedmetodothisthing...

Manzi:lookatyourwifemkhulu.

Me:yes,sheistakingithard.

Manzi:yesandalsothespellisinfullswingnow.

Me:Iknow,Isawthem beingphysicalyesterday,

theywerekissingandthat'sallittooktotransferred

it.Theirfleshtouchedandsalivaexchanged.

Manzi:nowwewatchasthelovetheyshareturninto

hate.

Me:itwillbeinterestingtoseeherbowdowntome

that'sallIam lookingforwardto.

Manzi:weareclosertogettingwhatrightfully

belongstous.



Me:youcansaythatagain.

Manzi:weshouldgivethankstoourspiritsinthe

bedofthewater.

Me:givethem Nonhle'ssoul.Ifwedon'ttrapher

immediatelyshewillbeatroublingspiritthatwill

wanttoavengeitselffrom whatIdid.

Hesmilesandstandsup.

Manzi:consideritdonemkhulu.

Me:Ineedtomakeitbacktopalacebeforethey

comeback.

Manzi:sendmycondolences.

Webothroarwithlaughter.

_____________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Iam drivingbackhome,mywifeanddaughterarein

thebackseatofourcarcryingsopainfully.Their

sobsarebreakingmyheart,especiallyLiyana's,she

andNonhleweresocloseandthisisgoingtoaffect



heragreatdeal.ThisiswhereIhavetostepupand

bethereformywifethroughthisdifficulttime.This

isthetimewherewegobacktowherewewerein

ourmarriage,alwaysthereforeachotherandclose.

Imadecallswhenwewerestillatthehospital,I

informedthefuneralparlorweuseofthedeathand

toldthem tocomepickherupfrom thehospitaland

takehertothemortuary.Theysaidtheywillsend

oneoftheirpeopletocometothepalacesowecan

makethenecessaryarrangements.Iwanttomake

thiseasyonLiyanaandmakesureshemournsher

sisterwithouthavingtoworryaboutherburial,Iwill

takecareofitallandmakesureNonhleisburied

withdignity...

WegettothepalaceandIhelpthem climboutofthe

SUV.Weleftforthehospitalasthepolicearrivedto

takestatements,theysaidtheywillinterview

everyonewhowasherefrom lastnighttothis

morningbeforewefoundherandtheyalsosaidthey

willcomebacktotalktome,LiyanaandKayise

whenwegotbackfrom thehospital.Thiswhole



placefeelslikeadarkcloudishanginguponitand

us.Onemaidstopsinfrontofusandbowsdowna

little.

Maid:I'm sorrymykingbutmakhosiaskedthatyou

comeintotheancestralroom immediately.

Liyana:can'thejustleaveusbe!Iam mourningmy

sisterasis.Wewillattendtohisshananiganssome

otherday.

ShesnapsandIsigh.

Me:Iknowyouarehurtingmylovebutmakhosi

nevershowsupifitisn'timportant.Whateverthat

broughthim herehastobeimportant.Maybehewill

helpusfindwhodidthistoyoursister.

Sheshakesherhead.

Kayise:mamaplease,Babaisright.Weneedtohear

makhosiout.

Ileadthem totheancestralroom andwealltakeoff

ourshoesandwalkin.Imphephoisburningandthe

smokeisblindingalittle.Thecandlesareonand



makhosiisbusycallingouttoourancestorsandhis

whilemixingsomethinginhissmallcontainers.We

settleonthestrawmatandsaynothing.

Makhosi:Nonhle'sdeathcameaboutbecauseofthe

enemy,theywantedtosilenceher.

Mywifetensesupnexttome.Andmyeyesnarrow

notunderstanding.

Me:whoistheenemy?

Makhosi:youalreadyknowtheanswertothatBheki.

Yourefusedlisteningtothem whentheysaidmarry

Hlengiwe,allofthiswouldhavebeenavoided

becausesheisastrongwomanwhowouldhave

helpedusremovethemasksfrom thefacesof

thosewhoareenemieslivingamongstus.

Iswallowandfreeze,wonderinghowIam goingto

facemywifeafterthis.Howcouldmakhosievensay

thisinfrontofLiyana.

Makhosi:Nonhle'sfuneralwillnotbeheldhereas

thiswasnotherhomeandmykingIam sorrybut

theancestorsarenothappywithyouasitisnow

andtheirwrathhascometoconsumeyou.



Me:whatdoesthatmean?

Iaskwithmyheartbeatingsofast,itfeelslikeit's

abouttojumpoutofmychest.

Makhosi:everythingwillhappenasitshould.

WiththatsaidIfeelmyselfgetlightheadedandthe

room startsspinning.Iattempttostandupbutmy

kneesaretooweektocarryme.Ijustfalldownand

that'sthelastofit.

_____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonandhowmylifegotthis

messyinaspaceoflessthantwentyfourhours.I

hadmaggotscomingoutofmyVirginaandthelove

ofmylifewon'ttalktomebecauseofit.Myauntis

deadfrom someenemywedon'tknowanything

aboutbecauseheorshehasmanagedtoblindmy

ancestors,whateverthatmeansandnowmyfather

justdroppedtothegroundunconsciouswithout

warningoranything.Idon'tthinkIhavecriedthis



muchbeforeandworsebecausemakhosiwouldn't

letuscalltheambulancetotakebabatothehospital.

Hesaidwewillbejustwastingmoneyandthe

doctorstimeandresourcesasthisistheworkofthe

ancestors.Theyarepunishinghim fordefyinghis

ordersbutatthesametimedoingthissoeverything

worksoutasitshould,Ididn'tunderstandwhatthat

allmeantbutIknowwhentostopaskingquestions

anddoasI'm told...

MamaandIaresittingonthebedhoveringovermy

fatherwhoseemstobesleepingpeacefullyunder

thecovers.Icanseehischestmovingupanddown

andIknowheisalive.Ihaveneverbeenafraidinmy

lifebecausehehasalwaysbeenaroundtomakeit

allokaybutrightnowIfeelnaked,bareandexposed

toanysortofattack,uncertaintyandpainbecause

mysupermanjustdroppeddowninmypresence.

Makhosiisstillwithus,hehasstartedsprinkling

something'sinthisroom andburningmore

mphephoandsmearingthingsonBaba'shead,I

guessthat'stoprotecthim from anybadspirits...



Me:willhebeokaymakhosi?

Iasktryingtokeepmytearsinbutmytremblinglips

andshakingvoicefailme.

Mamaclaspsmyhand.

Makhosi:IwishIknewmyprincessbutweneedto

keepstrongandunitedtodefeatthiswholething.

Me:thisisnotfairnotatall.

Igetoffthebedandleavetheroom,Ifindthe

bathroom closertomyroom soIgetintheandstrip

offmyclothesgettingintheshower.Soonasthe

watercascadeddownonmeIletmytearsfalland

painfullyso.Isinkdownbringingmykneescloserto

mychestandhuggingthem.Ihaveneverfeltso

defeated,Iam normallyincontrolofthingsaround

meandnotknowinganythingjustkillsmedeep

inside.Theancestorsneedtoforgivemyfatherand

givehim anotherchance,Iam sureifIconvincehim

hewilldoit,mymotherwillnothaveachoicebut

acceptthatthisiswhattheancestorswant.Idon't

wanttolosebabaandI'm sureshedoesn'teither.I

sitintheshowerforwhatfeelslikehoursandonce



theshowertapsproducecoldwateronlyIstepout

anddrymyselfbeforegoingtomyroom.Isettleon

theedgeofmybedandnoticemyphoneonthe

pedestal,IranoutwhenIheardmamascreamingin

agonyearlieronandleftit.Itakeitandpowerthe

screenon.There'satextfrom Bukhosi,whichmakes

myheartskipabit.

*Iam sosorrysthandwasami"Idialhim

immediatelybecauseIneedhim,Ineedhim more

thaneverrightnow.Heanswersatsecondring.

Bukhosi:ZamaNgwenya.

Theloveinhisvoicemakesitmeloseit.

Bukhosi:babyIam sorry,Iknowmyreactionhurt

youandmeignoringyoumadeitworse.

HesaysandIshakemyheadlikehecanseeme.

Me:it'samessBukhosi,it'sallapainfulmess.Aunt

Nonhlediedbabyandnowbabaisbeingpunished

bytheancestors.Idon'tknowwhattodoIreally



don't.PleasecomeBukhosiIneedyou.

Bukhosi:Iwillberighttherebaby,Ipromiseit'sall

goingtobeokay,yezwa.

InodandhangupthephonebecauseIwillnotbe

abletosayanymore.Icurluponthebedandjust

sob,impatientlywaitingforhim toarriveandtake

meintohisarms.

____________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER38

___________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

HearingKayisecrylikethatmademyheartshatter.

SheisoneofthestrongestpeopleIknowandwhen

shebreaksdownitmeanssheisfeelingthepain

deepdowninhersoul.Ididn'tunderstandonebitof

whatshewassaying,heraunthasbeenhealthyand

ingoodspiritsafewdaysagoevenhavinganaffair

withamarriedman.Sotohearthatsheisn'talive

anymorereallyshockedme.Iwasstillinmyroom

sulkingwhenshecalledmesoIhadtofreshenup

becauseIdidn'tknowhowlongIwasgoingtobeat

thepalace...

Iheadoutafterbrieflyexplainingtomamathelittle

thatIknow.Thedistancefrom myhousetothe

palacesuddenlyseem longandit'stakingme



forevertogettoZamaNgwenya.Ineedtomakesure

thatsheisokaybecauseshealwaysmakesita

pointtoseethatIam goodandhaveeverythingI

need,soduringthishardtimeIwillbebyherside

untilshefeelsmuchbetter.FinallyImakeittothe

palaceandfrownwhenIseeDabulabythegate

pacingupanddown,hisfacelooksupandhesmirks

likehehasbeenwaitingonmetoarrive...

Dabula:youreallyneedacar.Youaresweatinglikea

pig.

Me:nottoday,Iam heretoseemygirl.

Hechuckles.

Dabula:ohyespleasedostepthrough.

HegestureswithhishandandIshakemyhead

walkinginthroughtheopengates.Thereareno

guardshereandIwanttofindthem andaskthem

whytheyaren'tattheirdutypostbutquickly

rememberthatitisn'tmyjobanymore.The

atmospherearoundhereisdarkandunsettling,you

canfeelthatpainislingering.Imakemyway



straighttoKayise'sroom withoutbumpinginto

anyone.Ijustpushthedooropenandwalkin,sheis

curledupinbedcrying,shekeepssniffingand

makingmehurt.Iclosethedoorandgetinbehind

herholdingher.Shequicklyturnsaroundandlooks

mydirection,hereyesarepuffyandred,sheclings

ontomeandweepsinmychest.

Me:Iam herenowbaby,it'sallgoingtobeokay,I

promise.

Kayise:everythingisjustamessBukhosi,Idon't

knowhowwegothere.

Shesaysandsuddenlyhearinghervoicemakesme

sicktothestomach,herscentismakingitworse.

HerpresenceisoverwhelmingmeinabadwayandI

justcan'tstandanotherminuteinthesameroom as

her.Iremoveherfrom meandshegaspsforairat

howroughIhandledher.Theshockonherface

cannotmatchthedisgustonmine.

Kayise:Bukho?

Herlipsaretrembling

Me:Ineedtoleave,IhopeyoufeelbetterbutIneed



toleave.

Kayise:butyoujustgothere,ChocoIneedyou

please.

Me:Ishouldn'thavecomehereKayise.

Isaygettingoffherbedandturningthedoorknob.

ShespeaksbeforeIexit.

Kayise:whatisgoingonwithyou?

Iwalkrightoutthedoorwithoutansweringher,for

somereasonIam sofuriouswithZamaNgwenya.I

gettothegateandDabulaisstillthere,thistime

leaningbythepillar.Hechortlesasheseesme

approach.

Dabula:leavingalreadymyKing?

HecontinueswithhismockinglaughterbutIdon't

givehim anyresponse.Iwanttobeoutofthis

palace.

____________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO



PeacefilledmeasIfindmyselfwalkingaroundthis

heavenlyplace,thesandiswhiteandthewaterclear

blue,soclearIcanseetheaquaticlifegoingabout

it'sbusiness.ItissosereneIcan'ttellifthisisjusta

dream orIam deadandenjoyingthepeaceofthe

afterlife.ThelastthingIrememberismakhosi

tellingmethatmyancestorsarenothappywithme

andtheirwrathisfinallyheretoconsumemewhole

fornotdoingastheyaskedwithregardstomarrying

Hlengiwe.Ineedachancetopleamycasetothem

butIdoubtthatwillmakeanydifference,whentheir

mindismadeupthere'snoturningbacknotfor

anything...

IseeafogbuildingupasIcontinuemystroll,my

wholebodygoescoldwhenIseeabaskof

crocodiles,theyaresocoolandcollectedasthey

circlearoundathrone.AsscaredasIam something

ispropellingmetomoveforwardandmyweak

kneesmanagetocarrymeasmyheartmakesthe

soundofasangomadrum.IgaspinshockasIsee

KingBhekumbusothefirst,heisinhisfullRoyal



attire,Inevermethim butsomethingdeeptellsme

thatthisishim.AssoonasIam nearIgoonmy

kneestoshowsomerespectforhim...

Me:nkosi'yam (myKing).

Him:sonofmysons.Youmaystand.

Iquicklystandonmytwofeet,feareatingthrough

mebecausethesecrocodilesmightturnonme.

Him:fearnot,theseareyourforefathers,oNgwenya,

oMntimande,oBambolunye.Theyareyouandyou

arethem.

Iswallowasrelieffloodsthroughme.

Me:mkhuluIknowIdidn'tlistenwhenyouinstructed

me,Iam sorryforthat.Itwasn'tdisrespectbutit

wasmemakingadecisionnottohurtmywife.

Henods

Him:awifethatishurtingyouandyourkingdom

everyday.

Inarrowmyeyes.



Me:Idon'tunderstand.

Him:youdon'thavetoson.

Ihatebeingspokentolikeachildandkeptinthe

darkwiththingsthatconcernme.

Him:youkeptaskingusforhelpanditwasdifficult

itstillisbecausetheenemyhasblindedusbutone

oftheirmistakeswashurtingaheartthatisstrong

andpowerfulandyouinvitedhertothepalace.

ThatwillhavetobeHlengiwe.

Him:sheisspirituallystrongandshepraysalot,she

triedteachingyoubutyouweren'tbelievingwithall

yourheart.Partsofyourreservationscamefrom the

factthatyouthoughtwetheancestorswillpunish

youforprayingtoGodbutinallhonestywearethe

vesselsofthisGodtoo,inmanywaysthatpeople

canunderstand.

Me:whycan'tshehelpmeandtheKingdom asa

friendofthefamily,whydoesshehavetobemy

wife?

Him:becausemzukulu,whentwopeoplebecome



onetheyarepowerfulbeyondmeasure,youwould

havebothexchangedstrengthstofightoffthisthing.

Me:sinceIam hereandtalkingtoyou,canIatleast

knowwhothisenemyis?

Him:youwillstayunconsciousuntilitallhappens

thewayitshould.

HedodgesmyquestionandIsigh.

Me:inallofthispleaseprotectmydaughter,sheis

everythingtome,sheismywholeworld,myspirit

wouldneverrestifsomethinghappenstoher

becauseofthisenemy.Liyanatooplease.

Him:NtombiZamaNgwenyaisthefirstgirltobeborn

intheNgwenyakingshipandthatwasonpurpose.

SheisthereasonwhytheNgwenyabloodwillstillbe

apartofRoyalty.

Me:hermotherisherlifeprotecthertoo.

Him:whydoyouthinkshelovesyoumorethanher?

herheartwasprogrammedthatwaysoshedoesn't

getbrokenwhenshelearnsofthekindofperson

Liyanais.



Ifrown.

Me:whatdoyouhaveagainstmywife?pleasetell

me.

Him:youdidyourbestwealldidbutnowit'stimeto

allowanewchaptertounfold.Hedisappearsalong

sidewiththecrocodiles

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Icouldn'tsleepawinklastnight,Ijustcouldn'tbring

myselftoclosingmyeyesandwakinguptofindout

thatmyhusbandhasstoppedbreathingnexttome.I

don'tknowwhatwouldbecomeofmeifIlostBheki,

Ineedtohelphim from thewrathofhisuseless

ancestors.Whatkindofprotectorshurttheirown

justbecauseherefusedtohurtmehiswife?Then

wearetoldthattheyaregoodspiritswhowant

nothingbutthebestforus...

Myeyesareheavywithsleep,Iam alreadyhavinga



badtemperbecauseofthis,I'vescreamedatthe

maidsandguardsforstupidthings.Ithoughtafew

cupsofcoffeewouldhelpmeoutbutitdoesn'tlast

forlongandI'm backtobeingazombie.Iwalkback

intoourbedroom from thebathroom andmy

husbandisstillbreathing,that'sarelief.Ichoosea

simplecomfortableoutfitandattempttogetback

intobedbutaknockonthedoordisturbsme...

Me:comein.

Isayloudenoughforthepersonontheothersideto

hearme.Thedooropensandoneofthemaids

walksin.

Her:myQueen.

Me:speak!

Isnapandshesquirmsbythedoor.

Her:thepeoplefrom thefuneralhomearehereto

seeyou.

Iletoutanexasperatedsighandputonmymorning

slippers.Ifollowheroutoftheroom andasweget



tothelounge,aladyandgentlemenaresettledwith

refreshmentsinfrontofthem.Isettleonthesingle

couch.

Me:goodmorning,orisitafternoon?

Theygivemeapolitesmile.

Both:goodafternoonmyQueen.

Theysayinunison.Kayisewalksinlookingbesides

herself,mypoorbaby.Iwishshecouldstopcrying

hereyesoutbecauseofthatdevil.Nonhleisnot

worthanyofourtears,shewantedtodestroyusso

shedeservedthis.

Me:it'sjustmeandmydaughtersohowcanwebe

ofhelp?

Theladyclearsherthroat.

Her:myQueen,wewantedtocomeandfindoutif

youhaveanyspecialrequestsforyoursisters

funeral.

Me:specialrequests?

Her:yes,thetypeofflowers,musictobeplayed,if

youwantherburiedontopofsomeoneelse,things



likethat.

Me:nonothing.Justcremateherbody.

Mydaughtergaspsforair.

Kayise:mamano!

Iletoutacrocodiletear.

Me:mysisterandIusedtotalkaboutthesethings,

shewasveryparticularaboutwhatshewants.She

wantedtobecrematedandhaveherashesspreadin

theforest.Nonhlewasafreespiritwhowantedto

remainexactlythatevenafterdeath.

IliebecauseIdonothavethetimetowaste

planningthedeathofawomanIhadgrowntohate

inthelastfewdays.

Him:somyQueen,youwillhavetochooseanurn

wherewewillpourherashes.

Thegentlemanfrom thefuneralhomesays.

Me:welldoyouhavethecatalogIcanchoosefrom?

Her:Icanaccessitonourwebsite.Justaminute.

Shesaysandtakesoutatabletfrom herbag.



Mydaughtergetsupfrom thecouch.

Kayise:excuseme.

Shewalksaway.

____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Iam hurtsohurtIdon'tevenknowwhattodowith

myself.BukhosiisactingoutifcharacterandIdon't

knowwhattodo.Ineedhim rightnow,Ineedhim to

behereformebutheisjustsowithdrawn.Ican't

carrythepainofhisrejection,loosingmyauntand

havingmyfatherlieonthatbeduntilGodknows

when.It'salltoomuchforonepersontocarry.I

thoughtwhatwehadwasspecialandnoonewould

comeinbetweenusbuthehasn'teventriedcalling

meoranythingtoreachoutsoIknowheissorry...

IhatethatIam theonerunningafterhim evenafter

whathedidtome.Iparkoutsidehishouseanda

partofmeisregrettingwhyIevencamehere,I



shouldbewithmymother,comfortingherbutIam

runningafteraman.AmanIlovewithmysoulbut

hastreatedmelikenothing.Ishouldbewalking

awaybutIjustcan't,Ilovehim witheveryfiberofmy

being.Iclimboutofthecarafterconvincingmyself

amilliontimesandmakeitinsidetheyard.Iknock

onthedoorandhismotheristheonewhoopensup

forme.Shegivesmeasweetsmileandopensher

arms,thismakesmetearupimmediately...

Mama:shhhh,it'sokaysisi.It'sallgoingtobeokay.

Sheisbrushingmybackanditfeelsgoodtohave

someonejustcomfortmethisway.

Mama:Idon'tknowwhenbutthepainwillnotlast

forever.Bestrongmyprincess.

Webreakthehugandshewipesmytears.

Me:thankyoumama.

Mama:comeonin.I'llmakeustea.

Iwalkinandsettleofthekitchenstoolandwatch

herpouringredientsinthecups.



Mama:howarethepreparationsgoing?

Me:wearehavinghercremated?

Shegasps

Mama:youareburningher?

Theshockonherfacemakesmelaughalittle

Me:thatwasherwish.

Mama:Iam tellingyouknow,youandBukhosibetter

notburnme.Iwanttobeburiedinacoffinsixfix

under.Havethepastorperform theburialrightsand

singatmyfuneral.

Inodandsomeoneclearstheirthroatbehindme.I

quicklyturnandit'sBukhosi.

Me:hey.

Bukhosi:whatareyoudoinghere?

Mama:whatkindofquestionisthat?sincewhendo

youaskZamaNgwenyasuchaquestion.

Bukhosi:it'safairquestion,shedidn'tinform me

thatshewillbecoming.



Me:ithasneverbeenaproblem before.

Bukhosi:Iam headingtothefarm.

Mama:Iam sureyourgirlfriendisheretoseeyou.

Bukhosi:sheshouldhavecalled,Ihavesomewhere

toberightnow.Thingstotakecareof.

Tearswellupinmyeyes.

Me:Bukhosi?Babyit'sme,whyareyoutreatingme

thisway?

Bukhosi:yohyoh!Idon'thavetimeforthis.

Heissocold,whatdidIdotothismanforhim to

treatmethisway?

HewalksoutandIdropmytears.

Mama:Bukhosi!

Hismothercallsafterhim andIburymyheadinmy

armsnotunderstandingwhyheisactingthisway.

Mama:don'tcrymydarling,itwillallbeokayI

promiseyou.Iwilltalktohim andhewillcome

straighttoyouafterIhavehadawordwithwithhim



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER39

_________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

[ONEWEEKLATER]

IhavebeenavoidingmymothersincethedayKayise

washere,Iknewshewasgoingtogiveittomehot

andIwouldbeworriedifshedidn't.TruthisIdon't

knowwhatishappeningwithme,whensheisn't

hereornotbotheringmeImisshersomuchbut

immediatelyItrytomakecontactorreceivea

massageorcallfrom herIjustgetsoinfuriatedand

disgusted.Ihaven'tseeingorspokento

ZamaNgwenyainaweek,I'm surebynowshehates

meandthereisnowayourrelationshipcanbe

salvagedfrom here...

Ileaveforthefarm earlyinthemorningbefore



mamawakesupandIcomebacklateatnightwhen

Iknowshehastakenherpillsandthey'vealready

knockedherrightout.ThisnightjustliketherestI'm

doingso,goinghomewhenit'spitchblack.Ichill

withtheguysthatworkwithmeatthefarm andthey

don'tseem tomindbecauseourconversationsare

justfuelingustowanttodobetterthanwhatwe

currentlyhave.Iunlockthedoorandwalkinand

closeitagain,thehouseissilentandpeaceful.I'm

justgonnaeatandheadstraighttosleep...

Ma:mmm mmm.

SheclearsherthroatandIclosemyeyes

Me:ohIdidn'tseeyouthere.

Ma:howwillyouwhenyouarrivelikeathiefinthe

nightandleavelikeawitchintheweehoursofthe

morning?

Iswallowandswitchonthelights.

Me:it'shecticatthefarm mama.

Ma:stopthatBukhosi!Stoplyingthroughyourteeth.



Shehalfshouts.

Me:mamaIam notlying.

Sheholdsoutherhandtopreventmefrom speaking

anyfurther.

Ma:sitdown.

Shepointstothekitchenstool,Idon'thaveachoice

soIsettledown.

Me:whatisgoingonwithyou?

Hervoiceisthatofaconcernedmother.

Me:mamanothing,I'm fine?

Ma:Bukhosipleasebetruthfulwithme.Whyare

treatingthatgirllikesheisnothing?

Isigh.

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhathasgottenintome

forsomereasonZamaNgwenyajustannoysand

disgustsme.

Shegaspsforair.

Ma:howwhenyoulovehersomuch?



Me:that'sexactlywhatconfusesmemama.Right

nowImisshersomuchbutwhenIthinkofmeeting

herIjustfeelsickfrom herthoughts.

Ma:didanythingoutoftheordinaryhappenbefore

youcouldstartfeelingthisway?

SheasksandIrememberthemaggotsthings,after

seeingthosethingscomeoutofhervaginaIjust

couldn'tstandheranymore.Ijustcan'toutmy

girlfriendtomamaaboutsomethingas

embarrassingasthat.

Me:nonothinghappened.

Ilie.

Ma:somethinghappenedBukhosiyouneedtothink

deepmaybethatisthecause.

Me:Iwilltry.

Ma:inthemeantimepleasetrytoreachouttothat

poorgirlplease.Sheishurtingandgoingthroughthe

most,sheneedsyourightnow.

InodbecauseIdon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodo

from here.Iwatchmymotherstandupandcomes



aroundtosqueezemyshoulderthenretiretothe

bedroom.Iam leftaloneinthekitchentryingto

makesenseofmyrecentbehavior.

___________________________________________

•HLENGIWESHANGE

ThiswholeentireweekIhavebeendreamingabout

weirdthings,thingsIdonotunderstandnorbelieve

in.Idream ofabaskofcrocodilessurroundingme,

theyseem tobecryingandmakingnoisesIhave

neverheardof.EachtimeItrytorunawayfrom

them Ifailbecausetheyareeverywhere.Theydon't

seem towanttoharm mebutI'm justscaredof

them becauseIcan'tmakesenseofwhattheywant

from me.Thisisnotjustadream,Icanfeelthatit

meanssomuchmore.Ihavebeenprayingaboutit

andhopefullysoontheLordwillgivemethe

answersIneed...

AftermymorningprayerImadethebedandtidied

upthebedroom,eversinceIwasalittlegirlIcould



neverstartmydaywithoutprayeroraclean

bedroom.Iwalkouttogobrushmyteethoutside

andcomebacktothehouse,Ileavethedooropen

butlockthebuglar-door,freshairtofillupthehouse.

IturnthekettleonforwaterIwillusetowashmy

faceandmaketeaafterwardswhileIreada

scripturefortheday.Ichoosethoseatrandom and

themessageIlandonwillleadmefortheday.Iam

outofmynightwearandsittingcomfortablyonmy

sofa,ahotnicecupofrooibosteawiththebibleon

mylap.AknockonthedoordisturbsmeandIcan

onlywonderwhowouldcometomyhousesoearly.I

quicklygetuptogoseewhoitis,it'smypastorfrom

church.Whatalovelysurprise.

Me:Mfundisi.

Isayandshesmilessweetlyatme,yesourpastoris

awoman.

Pastor:sis'Hlengiwehowareyou?

Me:Iam verywell,howaboutyou?

IaskasIopenthebuglar-doorforhertogetin.



Pastor:Godisgood.

Me:pleasehaveaseat.

SheslowlyeasesherselfonthechairandIboilthe

wateragaintomakehertea.

Pastor:Iam sorryforcomingheresoearly.

Me:it'snoproblem really.

Pastor:wellyouknowwhentheHollyspiritsends

meonanerrandIhavetorunlikeachild.

Webothchuckle.

Me:Amen.

ThekettleswitchesoffandIquicklyputtheteabag

inthecupandpourtheboilingwaterthenplacethe

cupinfrontofherandthesugarpot.

Pastor:thankyou.

Shepourssugarandstairsbeforetakingthecupto

hermouthtotakeasip.Iam impatientlywaitingto

hearwhatbroughthertomyhomesoearly.Iwould

beafooltothinkthatthisisasocialcall.

Pastor:wellHlengiwe,I'm sureyouarewondering



whyIam here.

Inodandshesighs

Pastor:wellafewdaysagoIhavebeenhavinga

prophecy,theHollyspirittellsmethatyouare

neededtosavehischildrenfrom doom.

Ifrown.

Me:Idon'tunderstand.

Pastor:theRoyalfamilyisunderattackand

accordingtotheHollyspirityouarechosentolead

them tothepromiseland.

IswallowasBhekiandKayisefillmythoughts

Me:aretheyindanger?

Pastor:gravedanger,youareaprayerwarrior

Hlengiwe.Godsawyourheartforwhatitisandhe

wantsyoutohelpthatfamily.

Me:how?

Myheartisracingatthispoint.

Pastor:IwasshownthatyouneedtogettheKing

outofthatpalacesothatthetruthcanberevealed



tohim inthisveryhouse.

Me:heneedstostaywithmehere?

Pastor:that'swhatneedstohappen.Youarestrong

andGodhaschosenyouforthisbattlebecausein

hiseyesyouarethestrongestsoldier.

Iletoutadeepsigh.

Me:Ihearyoupastor.Whatkindofdangerarethey

in?

Pastor:IonlyknowwhattheLordchoosestotellme.

Inod.

Me:lethisnamebepraised.Iwillstartfastingand

prayingtodayat12pm.

Sothat'swhyIhavebeendreamingofcrocodiles,it's

theNgwenyaancestorscryingoutformyhelp.Who

wouldwanttoharm theRoyalfamily,theyare

nothingbutamazingpeoplewhogooutoftheirway

tohelpusthepeopleofthisvillage.Thistaskishard

butiftheLordchosemethenIknowIcangotowar

andcomebackvictorious.

____________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

MylifehastakenanewdirectionandIcan'tseem to

swayitbacktowhereitusedtobebuthowcanitall

gobackwheneverythingisjustamess.Bukhosistill

won'ttakemycallsorrespondtomymassages,as

muchasIlovehim Ican'tberunningafterhim when

heisshowingmethathenolongerwantstobewith

me.Ithurtsyesbutnoonehaseverdiedfrom a

heartbreakatleastnotthatIknowofsowithtimeI

willbealright...

Ontheotherhandmymotherscatteredmyaunt's

ashesinthedark,denseforestbytheriverandIjust

hopeauntNonhleisrestinginperfectpeace.Weare

stillwaitingforthecopstocomeandtellushow

theirinvestigationisgoingbutinallhonestywe

knowhowourpoliceserviceoperates,theyare

probablysitingatthestationeatingfatcakesand

gossiping.Wecanonlyhopethatmyaunt's

murdererisbroughttojustice...



Baba,wheredoIevenbegin?Myheartiscompletely

inshamblesbecauseofthisman.Seeinghim

sleepinglikethiskillsmetomysoulandIwishthe

wassomethingIcoulddotohelphim ortoappease

theancestors,sotheycanjustforgivetheirownand

givehim onemorechancetomakethingsright.

Mam'HlengiweisagreatwomanandIam sureshe

wouldn'tcauseanyproblemsinourlivesnormake

myparentsmarriageturnupsidedown.Shewill

understandherroleandbabawilllearntoloveher

withoutcompromisinganythingoranyone.Iam in

thegardenhavingaglassofwine,whilethebottleis

chillingintheicebucketnexttome.Ineedtoforget

justalittleandthiswillgetmethere...

Dabula:myprincess,Ihopeyoudon'tmindme

joiningyou.

Irollmyeyesandheplacesthegardenchairnextto

mine.

Me:Iam sonotinthemoodforyourcontrollingself.

Dabula:Iam notheretobeanassIpromise.



Me:thatwillbeafirst.

Hechuckles

Dabula:Iam thatbadhuh?

Me:theworstI'veevercomeacross.

Dabula:ouch!YouarebreakingmyheartbutIwill

takeit.IcanbetoomuchIknow.

Me:atleastyouknow.

Theissilenceforafewminutes

Dabula:howisyourfatherdoing?Ihavebeenafraid

toaskthinkingI'dbecrossingtheline.

Isighandgulpdowntheentireglass.

Me:nothinghaschangedwithhim,heseemstobe

sinkingdeeperintowhateveritis.

Dabula:Iam sorrytohearthat.Keepthefaith,hewill

bealright.

Me:Ipraythat'strue.

Hetakestheglassfrom myhandandpoursmemy

Merlot.



Dabula:hereyouare?

Me:Ithoughtyoudispisewomanwhodrinkalcohol.

Dabula:weallgrievedifferentlyKayise,youjustlost

yourauntandyourfatherisnotinthebestcondition

sothismightbeyourwaytoovercomeeverything,

whoam Itojudge?

Whoisthismanandwhathashedonetothe

overbearingchauvinisticpig?

Me:howarethingsattheoffice?

Ichangethesubject.

Dabula:thatisthelastthingyoushouldbeworrying

yourselfabout.Dealwiththisfirstandwhenyouare

okayyouwillcomeback.

Me:thankyouverymuch,Idon'tthinkIwouldhave

copedwithaddingworktomyload.

Dabula:Igotthatcovered.Juststayhereanddrink

allthewineuntilyouarebetter.

Me:butifyouneedanythingyoucancometalkto

me.



Dabula:I'llbemostlyneedingyoursignatureon

documents.Whichyou'llneedtoreadfirstsodon't

drinktoomuchandendupagreeingtoeverything.

Ichuckle.

Me:IpromiseIwon't.

Dabula:atleastyoucanstilllaugh.

Me:Ididn'tthinkIwouldbelaughingbecauseofyou.

Hesmiles

Dabula:Iam notsobadMaNgwenya.

Me:ohplease,Iknowyourworsttojustbelievethat.

Heshakeshisheadwithasmirk.

Dabula:Iwillaskthemaidstoprepareyou

somethinglighttosnackon.

Hegetsupfrom thechairandwalkstowardsthe

slidingdoorwithhishandsburieddeepinhis

pockets.

___________________________________________



•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

IfIknewbeingagentlemanwouldgetmethisupthe

ladderthenIwouldhavedoneitalongtimeago.IfI

keepthisupsoonenoughshewillfallformeandmy

planwillgoonanewphase.Gettinghertoagreeto

marrymeandbeingtheKingofthisKingdom.I

wouldgiveanythingtoseeNgwenyathefirst'sface

whenhewitnessesmetakingbackmythroneand

takingtheonlygirleverborninhiskingshipand

makingheraCebekhulubrideandproducingmore

ofmethroughherwomb...

Theythoughttheyweregettingridofmeforeverbut

hereIam comingbackstrongerandonthevergeof

multiplyingmyselfsowecantakeoverUkuthula

untilitiswhatIwantittobe.Theywillregretwhat

theydidtomefrom thegraveandIwillberoaring

withlaughterbecausetheydidsaythathewho

laughslast,laughsthebestandfrom whereIam

standingIam thelastonestanding...



Igetinthehouseandgostraighttothekitchen,the

maidsarestandinginonecornerandtheyseem to

begossiping,Ican'thearwhattheirconversationis

aboutbecausetheyarebarelyaudible.Afterallthat

isthetechniqueofgossiping,towhisper.Iclearmy

throatandtheyscurryofflikecockroaches.Iinstruct

oneofthem topreparesomethingforKayiseand

takeittothegarden.ShegetsrightonitandIleave

togogetsomeworkdone.IbumpintoLiyanainthe

hallway...

Me:mehlomadala.

Isayfoldingmyarms

Liyana:myKing.Ihavejustbeenmindingmy

husband.

Me:Ihearheisavegetable.

Liyana:Ijustloathethosedamnancestors.

Ichuckle.

Me:hedidrefusedoingwhattheyasked.



Liyana:Hlengiwecomingherewouldhavebeen

doom forthebothofus.

Itiltmyheadtotheside.

Me:Iguessso.

Liyana:Ineedyourhelp.

Me:haosoquick,youhaven'tevenshowed

appreciationtomefortakingcareofourNonhle

problem.

Shelet'soutanexasperatedsigh.

Liyana:onceallofthisisoverIcanshowyoumy

appreciation.

Me:let'shopeitwillbeworththewait,sohowcanI

beofassistanceoneagain?

Liyana:Ican'tcontinuelikethis,Ineedmyhusband

back.Can'tyouandManzidosomethingtohelphim

out?

Iraiseaneyebrow.

Me:counterattackinghisancestorspunishment.It

doesn'tcomecheap.



Liyana:Iwillgiveyoueverythingyouneed.

Me:ahumanfamilyoffiveasasacrifice.

Ilieandshegaspsforair.

Liyana:what?

Thelookonherfacemakesmewanttoburstout

withlaughterbutIkeepmycomposure.

Iknowsheistiredofsacrificinghumanbeingsand

thisshewillfindhardtogivemeandthat'sawinfor

mebecausesolongasthingsarethishectichere

KayisewillbevulnerableandIwillcontinuebeing

goodtoheruntilshecan'thelpbutfallinlovewith

me.

Liyana:Iwillhavetothinkaboutthat.

Me:takeallthetimeyouneedmydear.

Liyana:excuseme,Ineedtocheckonmyhusband.

Me:youknowwheretofindmeonceyoumakea

decisionandpleaseensuretheisonevirgininthat

familyifyoudecidetogothroughwithit.

Imakethetaskmoretougher



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER40

_______________________

•QUEENLIYANA

[AMONTHLATER]

Everythingisstillthesame4weekslaterbutreally

everythinghaschangedfrom whatitusedtobe,I

don'tknowifIam makingsense.Myhusbandisstill

avegetablewefeedusingsyringesandbathhim

whileisstilllayingalmostlikeacorpsonour

matrimonialbed.Itgottoomuchformetodothat3

weeksamalenursesteppedintoourhomeand

askedforajobtotakecareoftheKing.Iwasthe

firsttoagreebutmydaughterhadreservations,

wantedtoknowwhotheboyisandwhathecame

heretodo.Allinformationonhim checkedoutand

wegavehim thejob...



TherequestDabulamadewastoomuch,yesI

wantedmyhusbandbackandinabettershapebut

sacrificing5morepeoplewouldhavemademerun

madinstantlyfrom theguilt.3people'sbloodis

enoughtohaveonmyhands.Istruggletosleepasit

isalready.Iturneditdownandhedidn'tseem tobe

botheredbyitratherheisenjoyingtheprogresshe

ismakingwithmyKayise.Atleastthiswholethingis

comingtogethernicely,wearereachingourend

game.OnceheismarriedtoKayise,thekillings,the

connivingandschemingwillstop.Ijustwantmylife

back,Iwantthevillagerstotrustusagainbecause

eversincewedisclosedBhekumbuso'ssituationto

them itjustgotthem shakingintheirboots.

IfindPhilaniinthekitchenmakingsomethingfor

Bhekhitoeat,Ihaven'tbeeninhisroom fortwodays

now.Yes,Imovedhim from ourmatrimonial

bedroom tooneoftheguestrooms,mirroringitasa

wayforPhilanitohaveaccesstoBhekumbuso24/7

withouthavingtorespectmyprivacyandthat'show

itgotdone.InallhonestyIjustcouldn'tanymore,the



smellwhenhehadmessedhispantsupatnight,I

hadtoendureittillmorninguntilhisnursecamein

tochangehim...

Me:howishedoing?

Iaskonlyrememberingmymanners,Ididn'tgreet

thepoorboy.I'm surehewillunderstandthatIhave

alotonmymindasitis.

Helooksbackatmewithasmile.

Philani:nothinghasreallychangedmyQueenbutI

am hopeful.

Me:Iam justgratefultohaveyouhere.

Philani:Iwouldn'tbeanywhere.Heisagreatman

andmebeingavailabletohelphim outmeansalot.

Me:youareanangelofnote.

Philani:ohthankyoumyQueen.

Me:Iwillbecomingtocheckonhim lateron.

Philani:hewillprobablylovethat.



Me:Iguessso.

Henodslightlybeforetakingwhateverliquidfoodhe

wasmakingandheadingtoBheki'sroom.Ineedto

walksoIjusttakeanumbrellafrom theutilityroom

acrossthekitchenandleaveformystroll.Ineedto

clearmyheadandbealoneforacoupleofhours.

______________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iam fightinganinternalbattle,abattleIfailwith

everyround.Idon'tknowwhattodowithmyself

anymore.Ihaven'tbeentalkingnorseeing

ZamaNgwenyaforweeksnow.Shehasn'tbothered

callingorsendingmemessagesandIam sureshe

isjustdonerunningaftermeandbegging.Ihave

composedheartfelttextstoherbuteachtimeIam

abouttosenditsomethingjusttakesovermeandI

deleteit.IwouldswearthatIam bewitchedbutwho

wouldwastetheirmoneytogothroughallthe

lengthsofdestroyingme?ImeanwhattoIhavethat

couldbesuchathreattoothers?



Ihavebeenburyingmyselfinmyworkandmaking

surethateverythinggoesonwellwithmyproject.I

can'tbefailinginmyrelationshipandmywork.I

managedtogotoDurbantogoregistereverything

withthegovernment,asIwasqueuinga

conversationstartedwiththeguywhowasnextto

meandhemadeitknownthatthere'sevenfunding

forsuchprojects.Hegavemealltheinformation

andbeforeIleftIwenttotaketheformsand

submittedeverything.IknowIhaveagood

investmentfrom KayiseandthekingbutIneedmore

cashinjectiontomakesureIcandothingsproperly...

AllIneednowistofindclientsfortheproduce,for

nowIam goingtobesellingeverythingatastoreI

wanttoopen.WithtimewhoknowsIwillbeowning

freshproducestoresalloverSouthAfricaand

possiblyexportingtoothercountriesaswell.Iwish

ZamaNgwenyawasaroundtoseemedothisgood,

shewouldhavebeensoproudofthemanIam

slowlybecoming.Iwalkinthehousefrom alongday

thefarm andmymotherischoppingVegetablesshe



pickedfrom mygardenoutside...

Me:heyMama.

Mama:Bukhosi.

Isight.Shehasbeenthiscoldforweeksnow.

Me:mamayougoingtohavetobeokaywithmeat

somepoint.

Mama:Iguesswearefarfrom reachingthatpoint.

Ibrushmybaldheadandpressmylipsintoathin

line.

Me:whatdoIneedtodotomakeeverythingokay

betweenusagain?

Mama:gofixthingswithKayise.Shewasthebest

thingtoeverhappentoyouandyoufoolishlyjustlet

hergo?

Me:Itoldyouitisn'tassimple.

Mama:andIalwaysaskwhatthatmeans.

IwishIhadananswerforherbutIdon'tevenknow



whatgotustothispointmyself.AllIknowisIlove

thatgirlwithallmyheartandImisshersomuchbut

theminuteIwanttocommunicateorgoseeher

somethingjusthappenstomeandeverythingthat

hastodowithhermakesmesicktothestomach.

Mama:somethingiswrongwithyouBukho.We

needtoconsult.

Ihuff.

Me:ohcomeonO'lady.

Mama:youdon'tknowthesethings,youdon'tknow

howtheworldworks,howpeoplecanbecruel

becausethelighthasfinallyshoneforyou.

Me:weshallsee.

Mama:don'ttakethislightlybecauseyouwillliveto

regretit.Ipromiseyouthis.

__________________________________________

•HLENGIWESHANGE

IneverthoughtIwouldbeworkingwithatraditional



healer,myfaithhasneverallowedmetobelievethat

theydoanygoodbutseeingthismanworkingto

helptheKingmademerealizethatwearealldoing

goodjustindifferentways.Whenmypastorfirst

toldmethatIwaschosentodothis,truthbetoldI

wasscared.IneverthoughtIwouldbeworthy

enoughtocarryoutthelord'sworkandleadhis

childrenoutofthestrongholdoftheevilonebutI

trustinmycapabilitiesandtheLord...

Heisbusyoutside"strengthening"myyard,he

believesoncetheKinggoesmissingthefirstplaces

theywilllookwillbemine,hisshrineandobviously

Philani's.Goodthingthatboyisnotfrom around

hereandallinformationwegavethem wasfalseand

cookedtocheckoutiftheydoabackgroundcheck

onhim.Heisamalenurseandmypastorbrought

him from anotherministrytocomebeofhelpsowe

candothelord'swork.Nobodyatthepalaceis

suspectinghim becausehekeepstohimselfand

takesgoodcareofBheki.Isleepbetteratnight

knowinghehasPhilaniinhiscorner...



Ifinishpreparingtheroom Bhekumbusowillbe

usingwhenhegetshereandIam surehewillbe

comfortableandsafe.Myhomeistwobedrooms,I

wantedtogivemybedtoPhilanibecausehewillbe

stickingaroundtohelpmewiththeKingbutheis

suchasweetboy.Hesaidhewillsleeponasponge

intheKing'sroom.Imakemywaytothekitchento

dishupforMakhosi,hehasbeenworkingsince

morningandit'salreadylateafternoon.Hewalksin

rightontimeasIam dilutingsomejuiceforhim...

Makhosi:MamuNgwenya,haoBhekiislucky.Hewill

bewellfed.

Ichucklehiddingmyconfusion.Whywouldhecall

methat.

Me:areyoudone?

Makhosi:yesIam.Nowassoonastheyplanto

comesearchforthekingheresomethingwillmake

them losefocusandtheywillneversetfoothere.

Isighinrelief.



Me:Iam gladtohearthis,sowhenwillwetakehim

from thepalace?

Makhosi:tomorrownightsisi.Iwillgotothepalace

attheweehoursofthenightandblowsomepowder

tomaketheguardsfallasleep,Iwillburnthetailofa

hyenainthehouse,itwillknockthem rightout.

Me:haibo!WhataboutPhilani?

Hechuckles.

Makhosi:hewillnotbesleeping.HeknowswhenI

am comingandwhattodosohedoesn'tinhalethe

smoke.

Inodmyhead.

Me:isn'tthisthepartwecallthiswholething

witchcraft?

Hesettlesonthestool.

Makhosi:aokodwaMaShange.Youwillneedto

acceptthatthiskingdom hasancestorsandonce

yougetintothepalaceyouwillhavetobeableto

praytoyourGodandrespecttheNgwenya

ancestors.



Therehegoesagain.

Me:taketheplateMakhosibeforeyourfoodgets

cold.

Makhosi:thankyou.Itlooksgood.Idon'tgetthe

luxuryofeatingthiskindoffoodeveryday.

Me:yourwifedoesn'tcook?

Makhosi:myancestorsareverymuchcomplicated,

theywantedmetofocusonmycalling.

That'sverywrong,hemustbelonely.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Thatwasawelldeservedshower,Ifeelrefreshed

andreadyfordinner.Ihaven'tbeenbacktowork

becauseofmyfather'scondition.Thekingdom

couldn'tstaywithoutaleadersoastheonlychild

andsuccessorIhadtoascendthethrone.Iam

workingwithbab'Menzi,theyhadtoreinstatehim as

anadvisorbecausemyfathernevertookhim tothe

ancestralforesttoannouncethathewillnotbehis



advisorbecauseheliedagainstaninnocentman.So

hestillkeepshispositionasbothmyadvisorand

firstinlinetobeKingshouldanythinghappento

bothmyfatherandIsinceIdonothaveachildas

yet...

It'stakingeverythinginmetostepintomyfather's

bigshoesbecauseeverywhereIgotheycompare

metohim andhopeIliveuptohisstandard,others

justlookdownonmebecauseIam justalittlegirl

whohasnobusinessinthebigboysleague.WhenI

attendthecouncilofKingstheylosetheirminds

becauseIam theonlyQueenthereanditpisses

them off.Yepmyfather'skingdom istheonlyone

thatallowsforagirlchildtobeanheirapparantto

thethrone,wedon'thaveinequalityhere.Iam as

goodenoughasamalechildsotheiropinionsdon't

matterbutI'lltellyouthis,Ipissedthem offwhenI

toldthem thenamehadtochange.Theycanbe

callingitthecouncilof"Kings"cozIam clearlya

woman,Isuggestedthatitbechangedtothecouncil

ofroyalleaders,it'sonlyfairright?



Imakemywayintomyfather'sroom andPhilani

excusesme.Heissuchagoodnurseformyfather,I

feelbadthatIhadreservationsabouthim butlookat

him beingoursavior.Igetunderthecoversand

snuggleclosetobaba.HeissostillbutIcanhear

hisheartstillbeating,thisiswhatgivesmehope

everyday.Ispendanhourwithhim beforedinnerand

comebackforanotherhourafterIeat.Itellhim

aboutmydaysandhowthoseKingsarechauvinist

pigsheneedstoputintheirplaceoncehegets

better...

Me:youneedtowakeupbaba.Imissyousomuch.

Isniffandwipemytears.

Me:Bukhosihasn'treachedouttomestillandIhate

thatIevenmisshim thismuch.

Isighdeeply.

Me:Iguesseverythingwillworkoutthewayit's

supposedto.

Ikisshischeek.



Me:Iwillseeyouafterdinner.I'llaskPhilaninotto

feedyousoIdoitmyself.

Igetoutofbedandmakemywaytothediningroom,

mamaandDabulaarewhisperingaboutsomething

butsoonasIgetinandtheystop.Idon'tbother

askingwhybecausethisisn'tthefirsttimeI've

caughtthem.Theyclaim theyarejustworriedabout

me,theyfeelIam notdealingwitheverythingand

puttingitinthebackofmyhead.Idon'thavethe

timetohaveapitypartyformyselfbecausemy

fathers'kingdom islookingatmetoensurethatit

runssmoothly...

Dabula:careforaglassofwine?

HeasksasIsettleonthechair.

Me:please,it'sbeenalongday.

Henodsandstandsuptogopourmesome.Inever

thoughtI'dsaythisbutDabulahasbeenofgreat

helptome.Heisholdingtheworkfrontdownand



makingsureIdon'thavetostressaboutit.Heisone

ofthereasonswhymysanityisstillintact.

Mama:IneverthoughtyouandDabulawouldbein

suchgoodterms.

Shesayswithasmirk.

Me:heisn'tactinglikeaprick.

Dabula:hey!Iheardthat.

Weallgiggle.

Me:it'snotlikeIam lying.

Dabula:ohwellIam notthatpersonIdon'tknow

whatwaswrongwithme.

Igrabaplateanddishupformyself.

Me:anydocumentsIneedtolookat?

Mama:nobusinessconversationonmydinnertable

youtwo.

Webothchuckle.

Dabula:Iwillleavethem foryouinthemorning.Iam

sorrymyQueen.



ESKOM ISTHEDEVIL.Wearestillinthedarkbut

yesterdayIsleptovermybrother'splacehenceI

managedtotypetoday.Iwillbegoingbackhomeso

thisistheonlychapterImanagedtowritethis

morning.

Iam stillshortonmeetingmytarget.Ijustwantedto

knowiftherearestillpeoplewhoaregoingtoplace

theirordersforthehousewifethiscomingweek?

Myinternationalpeople(especiallyinAfrica)I'm

sorrybutallinternationaltransfermethodsIlookat

arenotconvinient.Mukuru'spickuppointsarevery

farfrom me.TheR100Ichargeforthebookisthe

moneyIwouldhavetousefortransportation.World

remitisveryconvenientformebutonly3countries

inAfricacansendmoney(SouthAfrica,Rwandaand

Somaliland)therestcanonlyacceptmoney.Most

readersfrom EuropeandAmericausedworldremit

andit'ssafe.



AFATHERLOVE

CHAPTER41

_____________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iam standingunderthescorchingsunwaitingfor

mylift,oneoftheguyswhoworksatthetimber

plantationcomesouteverydayataroundlunchtime

togototheshops.Hecollectsmoneyfrom his

colleaguesandbringsthem whattheyneedfrom the

shops.Hewouldpassmebytheroadafewtimesas

Iwenttohikebythemainroadthatcomesfrom the

nearesttownandpassesbyourshopsandhe

offeredmealiftandwehavebeengoingthere

togethersince.Heisagreatguywhorefusesme

payingtheamountIwastopaywhenhikingbut

twiceaweekhisplateoffoodandacanofcokeis

onme,it'snotmuchbutit'satokenofmy

appreciation...



HisbakkiepullsupnexttomeandIjusthopinand

greethim,heisjoviallikealwaysandhishappy

moodisinfectious.BantuisyourtypicalruralZulu

man,helistenstomaskandiandsingsalongtoit

evenululatingattimes.Heisjustafewyearsolder

thanmebutthewayhecarrieshimselfonewould

swearthatheisanoldsoulthatistrappedina

youngman'sbody.WearedifferentpeoplebutI

wouldliketothinkwehavebecomefriendscozjust

thispastweekendhewasatmyhouse,hecame

withbeersowecanremovethedustonourthroats

whilewatchingsoccer.YesIfinallyboughtmama

andIaTValongwithiDish(DsTV),growingupwe

thoughtitwasrichpeople'sthingsbutnowwecan

afford.EventhoughsomedaysIwanttobreakitcoz

mymotherisalwayswatchingNollywoodmovies

from dusktilldawn,notgivingmeachancetowatch

mythingstoo...

Iam countingthemoneyIhaveonmetoseeifitwill

beenoughfortheplates,it'sformeandtheguys

thatworkatthefarm.Ibuythem luncheveryday.



Theyusedtobringlunchboxesbutthisheatisjust

notsympatheticasitwouldspoilthefoodandit

endsupgoingtowaste.WhereIam from foodmust

neverendupnowhereelsebutyourstomach

becausethrowingawayfoodwillcausehunger

somehow.Okaythemoneyisgood,Iwon'thaveto

askBantutostopatthegaragesoIcanwithdraw...

Wegettotheshops,it'sjustaonestorylinear

building.Wehaveasupermarket,ahardwarestore,

bakeryandaIndianorisitSomalianclothingstore?

butI'm sureyougetwhereI'm goingwiththis.Then

thereisthewomanthatsellsplates,shehasashack

wheresherunsherkitchen.Herfoodisamazingand

itsellsfast.Weclimboutofthecarandmakeour

waytotheshacktoplaceourorders,whileshe

preparesthem Iwalktothesupermarkettofindus

twolitersofcokesothefoodgoesdownwell.Iland

myeyesonZamaNgwenya'sSUV,thecarisempty

butIhearhergigglingsomewhere.Iwalkaroundto

theothersidetofindherandthatDabulapieceof

shitsittingdownassflatoftheground,leaningback



onthecarsharingaplateoffoodwhilelaughinglike

oldfriends.Ihaveneverfeltmyselfboilatasightas

Idonow...

Me:ZamaNgwenya!

Ihalfshoutandtheybothlookmyway.

Kayise:ohBukhosi,Whatsup?

Ichuckle,isshebeingseriousrightnow?Iam her

manandsheiswithanotherandtheonlythingshe

hastosayis"what'sup"really?

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Iaskandthatearnsmeafrownfrom her.

Kayise:dude,youcanseethatweareeating.

Me:getupandgohomenow.

Shehasneverlaughedatmesomuchandthat

angersme.

Me:Kayisengiya'khulumanjalo!

Kayise:calm yourtitsShakaZulu,what'syour



problem?Whatmakesyouthinkyouhavetheright

toordermearound?

Me:becauseyouaremywoman.

ShegetsupandDabuladoestoo.Hehasasmirkon

hisface.

Kayise:mina?Yourwoman?Don'tbejokingright

now.

Me:youarereallytestingmeyaz.

Dabula:okayBukhosiit'sclearyouareupsetting

Kayisejustwalkawaybafo.

Me:wenanjedon'tevenopenyourmouthtotalk.

Isayalreadychargingtohim tohim fistsfoldedand

itturnsintoatwomanstreetbrawl,Kayiseis

screamingforustostopandthepeoplearenow

watching.Nooneiswinningthisfight,Ithrowmy

punchesandtheylandonhim buthealsothrowshis

weighttome.Someonefinallyseparatesus,it's

Bantu.

Bantu:Bukhosi!What'sgoingon?

HeasksbutIdon'tgivehim ananswer.



Me:youstayawayfrom mygirl.

IwarnDabula.

Me:.Kayise?

Icalloutpantingbutsheislookingatme

distastefully.HerattentionmovestoDabulawho

takesherhandandopensthepassengersidedoor

andsheget'sin.Hemovestothedriver'ssidebut

firststopsinmyface.

Dabula:thankyou.

HewinksatmeandIam lefttherewonderingwhy

heisthankingme.

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Ihadadream lastnight,Itwasaboutmysister

Nonhle,shewaslookingexactlyhowshedidwhen

wefoundherlyinginthepoolofherownblood.

Limbscutoffalongsidehertongue,becauseofthis

eachtimeIaskedherwhatshewantedshecouldn't

respondbuthergazewasonmetheentiretime.It



wasintenseandmakingmeuncomfortable,Ifroze

whenmymotherappearedwithtearsstreaming

downmyface.MyheartwasbeatingsofastI

wantedtomakearunforitbecauseIcouldseeshe

wasdisappointedinme.Shealsodidn'tsayanything

andIwishshedidatleastsoIknowwheretheir

heartsare,Iam scaredtheymightwanttoretaliate

andnothingisashardashavingtofightavengeful

spiritoutforjustice.IknowDabulaassuredmethat

NonhleistrappedbutIcan'thelpthinkotherwise

especiallynowthatmymotherwaswithherlast

nightinthedream thathadmewakingupsoakedin

myownsweat...

Iam inBhekumbuso'sroom,Ithoughtbeinginhere

willdomegoodbutwatchinghim stuckinthis

vegetativestatehauntsmetoo.HeissothinthatI

am afraidthatPhilanimightbreakhisboneswhen

turninghim duringhisbath,cozthat'sallthatisis

leftofthetallhunkImarriedandhavebeenliving

withuntilhisancestorsdecidedtoshowoffby

harmingtheirownblood.Theyarefailingtofight



Dabulabecauseheisjusttoostrongbuttheychose

toshowtheirpatheticpowersonadefenselessman

whoonlyloveshiswifeandwouldn'thurtherforany

reason...

Philani:MyQueen.

Isnapoutofitandlookathim.

Me:yes?Iseverythingokay?

Philani:yesma.Youjusthaveavisitor.

HeannouncesandIfrown,whocoulditpossiblybe?

Iam innomoodforcompanythatwillrequiremeto

smileandhavemeaninglessconversations

Me:Whoisit?

Iaskboredandhelickshislowerlip.

Philani:it'smakhosi.Heisinthelounge.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:thatmanjustdoesn'tknowwhentostayaway.

Heisfailingtohelpmyhusband,heshouldlock

himselfupinthatcreepyplacehelivesinandtalkto



thefoolsthatdiedyearsagoandstilltormentusto

letgoofmyhusband.

Isaystandingupfrom thebedandheislooking

down.

Philani:maybehehasnewsontheKing.

Me:ohtrustmehedoesn'tknowanything.Hejust

cametospeakinriddlesthatwillleavemeconfused

more.

Hechuckles.

Me:youhavearighttolaughmydear,heisjoke.

Iclickmytongueandwalkoutoftheroom.Ifind

him chantingandburping,completelyputtingmeoff.

Heisburningimpephoinmyhouse,ohmycurtains

God!

Me:makhosi.

Iannoucemypresenceintheroom buthedoesn't

acknowledgemeatall.Ireleaseasharpsighand

watchhim continueforafewmoreminutes.

Makhosi:Ijustcametocheckuponyouandensure

thatthepalaceisstillprotected.



HesaysandIwanttocallPhilaniandsay."Itoldyou

didn'tI?"ButIwillenjoythejokeonmyown.

Me:everythingisstillthesame.Wearejustwaiting

onmyhusbandtowakeup.

Makhosi:it'salluptotheancestors.

Me:everythingis.

Hechucklesandlooksbackatme.

Makhosi:youlikelookingdownontheNgwenya

ancestorsthattimeyouareintheirterritoryand

sittingontheirthrone.

Me:that'snottrue.

Iquicklydefend.

Makhosi:ofcourseyouwillsaythatbutalliswell.I

willtakemyleavenow.

Me:goodbye.

Isayimpatientlywaitingforhim todisappearfrom

myface.

Makhosi:staywellLiyana.



Iwanttopullhim backwiththosedirtydreadlocks

anddemandthatheshowsmesomerespect,Iam

stillQueenofthisland.

______________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Thenerveofthatboy,Idon'tthinkIhaveeverbeen

madatsomeonethewayIam atBukhosi.Hehasn't

spokenorcamearoundtoseemeforweeksbuthe

seesmeinthestreetsandstartsclaimingmetobe

hiswoman.Ishemental?BecauseIcan'tfigureout

anyvalidreasonthatjustifieshisreactionexceptif

heiscrazyforsure.Iwentthroughmyaunt'sdeath

withouthissupport,Iam alsogoingthroughalot

withmydadandstillnotawordfrom him yethe

claimedtolovememorethananything.Iguesshe

gotwhathewantedfrom meandheisgoodand

donewithme...

Whatangersmemostisthatheridiculedmein

public,ImeanIam theRegentofthiskingdom until



myfatherrecovers.Ihavetoholdthefortsothatmy

peoplecanhavefaithinmeandIcanalsoproveto

allthosewhohavebeendoubtingmycapabilities

thatIwasbornforthis.Thelittlestunthepulledwill

makethem thinkIam justalittlegirlwholikesbeing

chasedbymanaroundthevillageandhavingthem

fightoverher.Hetookmyreputationanddecidedto

dancewithitinthemud.Ican'tbelieveIlovedhim

somuchandevenwantedhim tobenexttomeas

myKing...

WegettothepalaceandIam shakingfrom anger,I

needacoldglassofwatertonumbwhateveritisa

little.Iclimboutofthecarandheadstraightforthe

kitchen.TherearetwomaidswhenIgetinandthey

arelaughingoutloud,aren'ttheysupposedtobe

workingnotbusygossiping?Ishootthem adeath

stareandtheyjustscurryoffleavingmealone,Igulp

downtheentireglassandplaceitonthekitchen

island.Dabulawalksinandhisfaceisevidenceof

Bukhosi'snonsense,Ifeelbadbecauseitall

happenedbecauseofme...



Me:comesitandletmecleanyouup.

Hesmilesandcomestositonthebarstool.

Dabula:hesureknowshowtothrowinapunch

though.

HechucklesbutIdon'tfindthisfunny,Bukhosiwas

outofline.

Me:whathedidwaswrong,youshouldbemadnot

laughing.

Dabula:it'snothingmyprincessdon'tworry.

Me:ohyouareonlyatoughZulumanonwomen.

Hechortles.

Dabula:ohwowKayise.YouknowIam tryingtolet

goofmyneedtohaveafinalword,allthankstoyou.

Me:ohhallelujah!

Dabula:don'ttellanyoneelsewhoknowsmethough

becauseIwillswitchonyou.

Hejokes.

Me:letmegetthefirstaid.



Igototheutilityroom andfinditinoneofthe

cupboards.Ireturntothekitchentofindhim still

sittingonthestoolwhereIlefthim.

Itaketheantisepticpluscottonwooltocleanhim up

andthenplaceaplasteronthecutabovehiseye.

Me:youaregoodtogo.

Dabula:thanksdoc.

Ichuckle.

Me:thatwasachildhooddream.

Dabula:youwouldhavemadeanamazingdoctor,

youarewarm andwelcoming.

Me:suchwordscomingfrom youMr.Khumalo.I'm

flattered.

Dabula:wellmyladyit'ssimplythetruth.

Ismileandheclaspsmyhand.

Dabula:whathappenedwithyoutwo?Ithoughtyou

wereinloveandinseparable.

Isighandsettleonthestoolnexttohim.



Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowhowwegothere.One

minuteweweremakinglifeplansthenexthecan't

standme.Whatsurprisesmethemostiseven

thoughhe'shurtmethesepastcoupleofweeksI

misshim somuch,crazyasitmaysoundwhenhe

claimedmeashiswomansomethinginmewas

touched.Butheshowedmeasideofhim Icannot

forgotinahurry.

Dabula:don'tworry,hedoesn'tdeserveyouanyway.

Hesayswithasmilebutmysoularguesthat

becausedeepinsideofmeIam stillconnectedto

him.

Me:Iguessso.

Dabula:goshowerquicklyandI'llmakewineready

forusandsomefingerfoodswhilewediscuss

marginsanddates.

Me:ayeCaptain.

Igetoffthechairandsalute.Heisreallynotsucha

badguyonceyougetusedtohim andknowhim.

____________________________________________



•MAKHOSI

TheNgwenyaancestorshavesentmeonamission,

amissionsettosavetheirownsohecanbeoutof

thatpalacethathasbeenconsumedbyevil.Istill

can'tsayIknoweverythingthatishappening

becausetheancestorsareblindedandallthosewho

aren't-likemyancestors-arestandingbackandnot

showingmeanythingbecause"everythinghasto

happenthisway"sotheysay.Itwasexhaustingat

firstbutIhadtorememberthattheancestorswork

inmysteriouswaysandrightnowImightthinkthe

Ngwenya'sareblindedonlytofindoutthattheyare

deceivingtheenemysotheythinktheyhavewon

onlytostrikethem whentheyleastexpectit...

Weareonourwaytothepalace,it'sHlengiwe,her

pastorladywhoisdrivingusinhercarandme.

Philanicalledafewminutesago,heburnedthe

hyena'stailItooktohim earlieronandithas

knockedthem rightout.Theywillonlywakeupinthe



morningandthekingwillbegone,longgoneasthe

ancestorspreparefortheirbattle.Thecarstopsat

thecornerandIam theonlyonewhoclimbsoutand

headstothegate,theguardsarestandingtherewith

theirweapons.Iclearmythroatandtheylookback

atmeonlytobemetbythepowderIblowintheir

facesfrom mypalm.Theywillbeunconsciousfor

twohourstopsandwhentheywakeuptheywillnot

remembereverseeingmehere.The3guardsarethe

onlyonesupfrontandtheothersareattheback,I

don'thavetobedealingwiththem,unlessIhaveto...

ThekitchendoorisnotlockedsoIwalkrightinand

headtotheroom theKingsleepsin.Philaniis

pacingupanddownnervousbutheshouldn't,Iam a

manofmywords.Onceheseesmehesighsdeeply

andIshakemyhead.Iquicklytakeoutmutifrom my

pocketandsmearitontheKing'sforehead,under

hisfeetandinthepalm ofhishands.Thereare

manylostsoulsroamingthestreetsandthisisthe

witcheshour,theyarewonderingaroundsowecan't

riskanykindofspiritstakingoverBheki'sbody...



Me:let'stakehim tothecar.

Philani:andtheguards?

Me:sonrelax,everythingistakencareof.

Wepickupthekingandhemightbebonenowbut

heisstillheavyifnotheavier.

Wecarryhim andwalkout,Iam holdinghisarms

andPhilaniholdshislegs.Thecarisnowatthegate

andtheladiesquicklyclimboutandhelpusgethim

in.TheyoungmanandIhopintothebackofthe

doublecapbakkie,Hlengiweandthepastortakethe

frontseatastheKingislayinginthebackseat.

Kneesbroughtuptohischestbecauseheistalland

thedoorwouldn'thaveclosedifwedidn'tposition

him thatway.Thedrivebacktothehouseisquick

andtakinghim outiseasierthanitwasgettinghim

in.Hlengiweopensupandwetakehistobedforthe

durationofhisstay...

Me:Nowtherealworkisabouttostart.

Isayonceweareinthekitchen.



Hlengiwe:Iam readytodoanythingtosave

Bhekumbuso.

Me:you'reeffortswillnotbeforgotten,restnowit

hasbeenalongday.

Pastor:comeletmedropyouoffMakhosiand

Hlengiwepleasepraysisi.

Hlengiwe:always.

Sheassuresherspiritualleader.

Me:Philaniyouwillstayinthehouseatalltimes.No

oneshouldknowyouarehere.

Henods.

____________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER42

_________________________________

•HLENGIWESHANGE

Iwokeupatdawntoprayafterjustsleepingfora

fewhours,Ineedtocontinuegoingdownonmy

kneesandaskingGodtoprotectthisman.He

doesn'tdeservethisnotevenabit,Bhekumbusoisa

greatmanandeveryonewhoknowshim wellcan

attesttothis.Whateversinsheispayingforshould

justbeexcusedbecauseeverygoodhehasever

donetrumpsthebad.Theworldneedssuchmenin

itsmidstandIknowforasfactthatUkuthulastill

needstheirking...

Heneedstowakeupsohecanlearnwhatevertruth

ofwhatishappeninginthisvillageandmaybe,just

maybethedisappearanceofmydaughterZonkewill

finallybeaccountedfor.Thisisstillahardsensitive



topicforme,Ihavepraidforhealingbutmyheartis

stillshatteredtosaytheleast.Imissmysweet

angeleveryday,Iam justhopingthatsheisrestingin

peaceanddidn'tdieapainfuldeath...

Iquicklymakeenoughsoftporridgeforusalltoeat,

PhilanisaysBhekieatswithsyringesandonly

liquids.ThatisevidentbecauseheisnotthemanI

knowphysically,helostalotofweightandyoucan

barelyrecognizehim.Godandhisancestorshaveto

comethroughforhim.Themiseryheisinisjusttoo

muchforthosewhoarewithhim andseeinghim in

thiscondition.Philaniwalksinwithabathingdish,I

wasn'tawarehewasalreadyawake...

Philani:goodmorning.

Me:morningson,youareanearlybird.

Hechuckles.

Philani:IneedtocleantheKingsoheisn't

uncomfortable.



HesaysandIknowwhatheisreferringto.

Me:mostchildrenyouragewouldn'tdothisto

anyonenotevenfortheirparents,butyouaredoing

itwithsomucheaseandyouareamalechildwho

doesn'thaveaproblem withit.

Hesmiles.

Philani:maybethat'sbecauseIfirstdiditwithmy

parents.TheyweresickandIwasveryyoung,didn't

understandwhatwashappening.Relativesdidn't

wanttohelpoutsayingmyparentswillinfectthem,I

hadtolearnandonenursefrom theclinictaughtme

howtodoit,withglovesandafacemaskonandit

becamemynormalIguess.

Me:Andthat'showyoubecameanurse?

Philani:myparentsdiedthenthenursetookmein

soIcanfinishschoolandseeingherinuniform

everydaymademelikeit.PlusIhadalreadytook

careofmyparentssoIknewIhaditinmetowork

withthevulnerable.

Me:youareblessedandtheLordsaysIshouldtell

youthatyourlifeisabouttochangeforever



Philani:Amenmama.

Me:soImadeporridge,sitI'lldishforyouandonce

youaredoneyouwillshowmehowtofeedBheki.

Henods.

Philani:letmefirstlytakeoutthisdirtywater.

Irememberthebathingdish,hehadplaceditdown

asweengagedinaconversation.

Me:I'lltakecareofthat,rememberyoucannotbe

seenhere.

Hecloseshiseyes.

Philani:GodIalmostforgotandruinedthewhole

thing.

Me:don'tstress,Iwasheretoremindyou.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Idon'tremembereversleepingsodeepandthat

peacefullyinthelongesttime,eversinceDabula



showedfaceithasbeenchaotic.Mysleepisalways

hauntedbydreamsofallthosewhowerecasualties

inthiswarIam fightingtokeepmyfamilytogether,

alsotogiveDabulawhatIpromisedwhichismy

daughterKayise.Ithastakenit'stollonmeandas

muchasI'm tryingtokeepittogether,it'sgettingto

muchformetobarewitheachpassingday...

Ineedtogobacktooverseeingafewthingsinthe

Kingdom,sittingaroundthepalacealldayeveryday

andonlythinkingofalltheevilIhavedonetogetto

thispointwilljustmakerunmadinnotime.It's

betterIjustgoandfakesmileswiththoselittledirty

kidsattheschools,alsogogivehopetothosesick

peopleattheclinic.AtleastwhenIam thereIwon't

bethinkingaboutallmyproblems...

Igetoutofbedandgotakeashower,breakfast

shouldbeservedandwaitingforustocomeandeat.

ThetableisnolongerthesamewithoutBheki,but

whatam Isaying.Everythingisnotthesameany



moreandIdoubtitwilleverbeagain.Icanonly

hopethatonceKayiseandDabulagetmarried

everythingwillfallintoplaceandtruehappinesswill

reigninmyhomeonceagain.Dabulaisaloneinthe

room whenIwalkin,hehasevenstartedeating.I

guesshewaswaitingforawhileandwedidn'tshow

upontime.Poormanneedstogotoworkandget

everythingdoneonbehalfofKayiseandBhekisoI

willallowhim eatinpeace,andnotmakeafuss

abouthim startingbreakfastwithoutus.Atleastthis

goodandconsideratesideofhim gotKayisetolook

athim differently,theyareclosenowandverysoon

itwilldefinitelytransitiontointoaromantic

relationship...

Me:Myking.

Isaysettlingdown

Dabula:ohithasbeenawhilesincesomeonecalled

methat,IwasstartingtoforgetallthepowerIhold.

Ichuckle

Me:spendingtoomuchtimewithmydaughtercan



dothattoaperson.

Dabula:youcansaythatagain.Atleastthere'slight

attheendoftheetunnel.

Me:I'm gladtohearthatthen.

Dabula:Ijustwanttogiveheralittlertimethenpush

mywayinsoharditbecomesdifficultforherto

wanttostayawayfrom me.

Me:smartman.

Kayisegetsinpracticallyrunningandpanic

displayedalloverherface.

Me:what'swrongbaby?

Iam alreadyonmyfeet.

Kayise:mamawhereismyfather?

Ifurrowmyforehead.

Me:heisinhisbedroom,whereelsecouldhego?

Ianswergoingbacktomyseat.

Kayise:mamaIam notjoking.Iwenttocheckon

babalikeIalwaysdoeverymorning,butheisn'tin



thereandsoisPhilani.

Dabula:haibothat'scrazy.Wherecouldhehave

takenhim to?

Iquicklygetupwiththebothofthem following

behind.Indeedmyhusbandandhisnursearenot

there,Iopentheclosetandeverythingoftheirsis

stillpackednicely.Ihurrytothediningroom with

Tom andJerryrightonmyheels.IdialPhilaniandit

takesmestraighttovoicemail.

Me:somethingiswrong,somethingisterriblywrong.

Isayfeelingitdeepdowninmysoul.

Kayise:wherecouldhehavegonewithmyfatherin

thatstate?withouttellingusforthatmatter.Iknew

trustinghim wasgoingtocomeandbiteusinthe

ass.

Dabula:weshouldasktheguardsiftheydidn'tsee

them leave.

Me:thishasmakhosiwrittenalloverit,hecame

herefornoreasonyesterdayandbeforeheasked

formehewaswithPhilani.



Kayise:Iam goingtohim rightaway.

Mydaughtersaysalreadyoutthedoor.Letherdeal

withthatoldthingcozifIdo,IswearIwillsnaphis

necklikeatwig.

Dabula:Ishouldmakemywaytotheshrine.

Me:goodidea.Askyourgrandsonifhecan'tdo

anythingtowipethatnuisanceoffthefaceofthe

earth.

Hechucklesandleavestheroom.

_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Myheartisinshambles,it'sclearthatKayiseisnow

withDabulamanzi,afterallwehavebeenthrough

shedoesmelikethis?Shedidn'tevenhavethe

decencytoletmeknowthatshewantsnothingtodo

withmeanymore.YesterdayafterthealtercationI

didn'tevencomebacktothefarm withBantu,Iwas

somadandevenshakingthatIknewIhadtojustgo

home.Iaskedhim todropthefoodatthefarm and



tellthegentstolockupasIwasn'tcomingback...

AdecisionIquicklycametoregretwhenIgothome

cozmymotherwasonmycase,shewasaskinga

millionquestionsatthesametim.Wantingtoknow

whyIwashomeearlyandlookingbesidesmyself.Of

courseIcouldn'ttellhercozshewouldhavelaughed

inmyfaceforreactingthatwaywhenitismyfault

thatmyrelationshipisinsuchastickysituation...

ThismorningIcametoworkstillhauntedbythe

sightofthem laughinglikesomeoldcoupleinlove.

Notonlydoesitleaveabittertasteinmymouth,it

makesmystomachturn.Ihavebeenavoidingthe

guyssinceIgotherebecauseIam inmyfeelings,

throwingapitypartyformyself.Iam sittingbythe

cornerwithmykneesbroughtuptomychestsand

myheadburiedinbetweenmylegs,yesI'veleta

tearsfallafewtimesbecauseithurtslikehell...

Bantu:Bafo.



HesettlesdownnexttomebutIdon'tlookup.

Me:ndoda.

Bantu:whatisgoingonBukhosi,yesterdayyoudid

somethingthatseriouslydoesn'tmatchyourperson.

Me:shouldn'tyoubeatwork?

Iaskcozhehastobeattheplantationnothere

interrogatingme.

Bantu:Iam heretocheckonmyfriend,Icanspeak

EnglishsoIwilljustsellmybossastory.

HesaysandIchuckle.

Bantu:nowtalktomeBafo.

Me:Theprincessismygirl.

Bantu:Ifiguredthatoutbutitseemslikeyoutwoare

notonthesamepage.

Iletoutasharpsighandexplaineverythingtohim,

eventhemaggotssaga.

Bantu:andyousatyourassdownafterwitnessing

suchathing?Iwouldhavelongrantothebnyanga.



Hesaysandthatmakesmyearsstandbecausemy

mothersuggestedthesamething.Whatam I

missing?

Me:whyinyanga?

Bantu:haveyounoideahowevilpeoplecanbe?You

hadawomanallmenofthevillagewouldkilltohave,

marryingherturnsacommonerintoakinginstantly.

Hesnapshisfinger.Bantuisdeeprooted,he

believesinthesupernaturalworldandIdotoobut

ourlevelsarenotthesame.

Me:howdoIgoaboutthiswholething?

Bantu:Icheckmyselfatsomeoldman,heisvery

powerfulandhonest.Hewillhelpyoureyesseeso

youcanfightforyourrelationship.

Me:howsooncanyoutakemethere?

Bantu:wewillhavetodoitthisweekendbecause

thedriveislong.

Inod.

Me:pleasebafoIcan'tcontinuelikethis.Ilove

ZamaNgwenyaandIdon'tunderstandwhysome



daysIfailtostandher.

Bantu:don'tworry,afterwecomebackfrom

Ngonyamayouwillbeokay.

___________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Iam goingtoloosemymindifIdon'tfindmyfather,

Iam alreadydyinginside.Beforewecandealwith

somethinganotheronepopsupandleavesus

scattered,willthingsevergobacktonormal?Iam

drivingtomakhosi'splace,mymothersuspectshim

soIam goingtoaskhim togiveusbackmyfatherif

hehashim andifnothewilldropthebonesandask

theancestorsforanswers...

IshouldhavenevertrustedthatPhilaniguy,hewas

justtooperfect.Thefirstredflagwashim showing

uptoaskforthejob,butmymom likedhim and

whentheguyIhadhiredtovethim gavemethe

informationandhewasclean.Ihadnochoicebutto



givehim achance,nowIregretmydecision.Ipark

outsidethegateandclimboutoftheSUV,makhosi

issittingunderthetree,preparinghisrootsand

herbsformuti.Istandafewfeetfrom him andhe's

smilingatmesweetly,Ican'ttellifit'sgenuineora

facadeheisshowingjusttofoolmeintobelieving

thathehasnonewsorknowledgeofmyfather's

whereabouts...

Makhosi:myprincess.

HesaysandInod.

Me:makhosihowareyou?

Makhosi:Iam verywellthanks,howareyou?

Heisthesamepersonhealwaysis.Nothingoutof

theordinary.

Me:Iam finethanks.

Makhosi:whatbringsyouhere?isyourfatherokay?

HeasksandIfrown.Lookslikewearesuspecting

thewrongperson.



Me:heisgonebaba,nosignofhim andPhilani.We

don'tknowwherehemighthavetakenhim,my

fatherisnotinthebestshapetomovearound.

Hequicklystandsuplikesomethingjerkedhim.

Makhosi:haohao,whatareyoutellingme?Wetold

thatboynottoleavethepalacewiththeKingorany

ofhisbelongings.

Me:helpusplease.

Makhosi:youdon'thavetoask,comelet'sgo

consultwiththeforefathers.

HeleadsustothehutandIleavemyshoesatthe

doorandgetin.HechantsandeverythingthenI

blowintothebagofbonesbeforehedropsthem on

themat.

Heisshakinghisheadmakingmeanxious.

Makhosi:thebonesshowthatkingBhekumbusois

inasafeplace.

Me:whatplace?

Isnapbuthedoesn'treacttoit.



Makhosi:theywon'tshowus.MyprincessIam sorry.

Me:thisissofrustrating.Dotheseancestorsreally

wanttohelpusoutatall?Theyneverknowanything

orwanttotellusthings.

Makhosi:calm downmydear.Isuggestwegotothe

palace,maybeIwillpickupsomethingfrom there

thatwillgivemealead.

Me:please.

Iletmytearsfall.

___________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Ihaven'tbeentothisshrineinawhilebecause

thingshavebeengoingalright.Kayiseiswarmingup

tomeandBhekiisavegetable.Iwasokaywiththat

becauseitfavouredmeandmyplanbutnowthatwe

alldon'tknowwhereheis,itbecomesacallfor

alarm.Iam notsurewhatwhoevertookhim isdoing

orwhatheknows.Notknowingisdangerous

becauseitmightcauseproblemsthatyounever



expected.Norhavesolutionsto...

Igettotheshrineafterforeverandit'sdayslike

theseIwishIwasinaspiritform soIcanjusttravel

likeinaspeedoflight.Heissingingsomewherein

theyardbutquicklyappearsfrom thebackofthehut,

hebowsdownandIjustpathisshoulderin

acknowledgement.Wegositonthetreestumpsin

theshadeandheislookingatmetofindoutwhat

bringsmehereinsuchacoldmoodandafteralong

time...

Manzi:ithasbeenawhile.

Hebreaksthesilence.

Me:Bhekihasdisappeared.

Hefrowns.

Manzi:haibomkhuluhowwhenheisjusta

vegetable?

Me:Idon'tknowthat'swhyIam here.Ineedtoknow

whathappenedandeveryonewhomightbeinonit.



Henodsvigorously.

Manzi:let'sgoinsideandwatchitonthemirror.

Igetupandweheadtothehut.Iam gladtoseethat

hehasletthesnakeroam around.SoonasIam

settleditgetsontopofme.

Hepreparesthemultiandsprinklesitalloverthe

mirror.Myattentionisonthisbeautifulcreature

flickingit'stongue,oncehetellsmewhere

BhekumbusoisIam sendingthesnakehiswayto

constricttheairoutofhisbodysoKayisecanbein

linetobeQueen.Sinceshecan'ttakethethrone

withoutahusbandIwillapplypressuretillshesees

meworthythenboom Ihavemythroneback.

Manzi:mkhuluIcan'tseeanything.

HesaysandIquicklylookinthemirrorandit'sonly

midstshowing.

Me:tryagain.

Iorderandhedoesquickly.

Manzi:stillnothingbaba.

Hegrabsthebonesanddoesthenecessary



incantationsbeforethrowingthem tothestrawmat.

HewhistlesandIjustcringe.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Manzi:Icanseehim buthisancestorsare

surroundinghim,heisprotected.

Me:howisthatpossible?Weblindedthem.

Manzi:andbythelookofthings,theyarestillblinded.

Igaspnotunderstandingwhatheistellingme.

___________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER43

_______________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Thingsatthepalacearetense,mymotherisloosing

hermindalwaysshoutinganddrinkingherselfstupid.

Thelast3dayshaveseenhersodrunkthatshefails

towalkbyherself,Dabulaliterallyhastocarryher

intothebedroom.ItisallembarrassingandIwish

shecouldstopactinglikethiswholethingisonly

affectingher,Ialsodon'tknowwheremyfatheris

butIam tryingtokeepaclearheadandfigureout

wherePhilanicouldhavetakenhim to...

Makhosicouldn'ttellusanythingnorwasheableto

pickupsomethinghere.Idecidedtogofilefora

missingpersonsreportandyouwouldthinktheywill

jumponthecasesincemyfatherisaprominent

memberofsocietybutnothing.Thesearethesame



copswhostillhavenothingonmyaunt'smurder,

incompetenceistheirmiddlenameifyouaskme...

IhavebeengoingthroughitandasmuchIam trying

tokeepstrongIfoundmyselfbreakingdown,

cravingtobeinBukhosi'sarms.Iwantedtobeinhis

armswhilehetellsmethathelovesmeand

everythingwillbeokay,Ineededhim topressme

downonthematrasswhilehemakespassionate

lovetome.TruthbetoldImisshim somuchbuta

partofmeisstilldeeplyhurtbyhowhehasbeen

treatingme...

Dabula:pennyforyourthoughts?

Hesaysenteringtheloungeandleaningonthewall,

armsfolded.

Me:nothingnew,I'm justwonderingifmyfatheris

wellwhereheis.

Isayandreleaseasharpsigh.

Dabula:havefaithmyprincess.



Me:Iam tryingbutit'shard.

Dabula:youarethestrongest,keepholdingon.You

canseeyourmom isbreakingdown.

Me:IwishIhadsomeonewhowouldbestrongfor

mewhileIam strongforeveryoneelse.

Hecomestositnexttomeandenvelopesmeinhis

arms,Ijustcryandholdontohim.Heisgently

rockingmebackandforth.

Dabula:Iwillbethatpersonforyou.Ipromise.

Me:youarealreadydoingsomuchformeDabula.

Dabula:andhaveyouheardmecomplain?

HeasksandIsmilestillinhisarms.

Me:notyet.

Hechortlesandbitesmyearmakingmeyelp.

Me:ouch.

Someoneclearstheirthroatatthecorridor.We

quicklyletgoofeachotherandlookatthemaid

who'scastinghereyesdown.



Me:doyouneedanything?

Iaskandonlythendoesshelookup.

Maid:myprincess,someoneisheretoseeyou?

Me:whoisit?

IaskbecauseIam sonotinthemoodforpeople.

ButIdon'thaveachoice,asaleaderIhavetoalways

beavailableformypeople.

Maid:sheidentifiedherselfasPearl,yourfriend

from thecity.

ShesaysandIquicklygetup.Myfriendishere?Why

didn'tshecall?Iwouldhavepreparedforher.

IquicklyleaveDabulaandthemaidintheloungeto

findmyfriend.Sheisstandingoutsidehercar,busy

onherphone.Something'swillneverchange.

Me:baby.

Isayarmsalreadyopen.Thecornersofherlipscurl

uptoform asmileandshecomesrushingtome.

Weshareawarm embrace.

Pearl:Ihavemissedyousomuch.



Me:missedyoutoobabe.Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou

werecoming?

Pearl:Iwantedittobeasurprise.

Me:surprisedIam.Didn'tyougetlost?

Pearl:Imanagedtodriveintothevillageusingmaps

buthadtoaskfordirectionstothisplacecozmy

networkwastekateking.

Me:Iam justhappyyouarehere.Comelet'sgo

inside.

Itakeherhandandwegetinside,Dabulaisstillin

thelounge.

Pearl:ohhellno.Dollar?

ShesayslookingatDabulamanziandwebothfrown.

Me:youknowhim?

Pearl:duh!Ihavepartiedwiththismanforyearsand

datedhim foralmostayear.

IgaspforairandlookatDabula.

Me:ohyouareDollarinthestreets.



Dabula:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatyourfriendis

talkingabout.Iam suresheisconfusingmewith

someoneelse.

Pearl:honeyplease.YouareDabulamanziDollar

Khumalo.Youbrokemylittleheartintopieces,

leavingmeforthatbitchYolanda.

Iraisemyeyebrow.OhMr.Seriousisaplayer.

Dabula:Istillmaintainthatit'snotme.

Pearl:whyareyoupretendingnottoknowme?

Infactwhatthefuckareyoudoinghere?

Me:heisworkingwithmeonaprojectbabe.

Dabula:excuseme.

Pearl:ohfirstyoudenymeandnowyouarerunning?

________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Bantuwasrightthistripislong,wehavebeeninthe

carforhoursnow.Iam startingtothinkthatthis

nyangaofhisstaysattheendoftheearth.Weleft



Ukuthulawhileitwasstilldarkandnowthesunis

out,scorchinghot.Wearedrivinginthemiddleof

nowhere,onagravelroadlisteningtomaskandi.I

am sooverthismusicGodknowsbutthisisn'tmy

carandBantuishelpingmeoutheretohaveme

complainaboutthemusic...

Iam nervousashellbecauseIdon'tknowwhatthe

nyangaisgoingtotellme.Ijustwanthim totellme

thatIhavebeenactinglikeadouchebagnotoutof

myfreewillbutbecausesomethingwasdonetome.

Ican'tlivewithmyselfifIlearnthatIwasanass

becausethat'sjustwhoIam andnotbecauseof

"wtichcraft".Myprayeristhatthismanhelpsmeout

andIcangobacktobeingthemanZamaNgwenya

deservesalwaysandthatsheacceptsmeback...

Finallywedriveintothevillage,it'sverydifferent

from ourown.Thehousesaretoofarapartandit's

morevegetationthanhouses.Wepassbywomanat

thecornerlaughingwithbucketsplaceddown,



gossipinginthisheatandthatmemezacream on

theirfacesLord.Ijustpraytheirhusbandsdon'tsee

them likethat,nomandeservessuchtrauma.We

gettoabeautifulhomestead,there'sabighousein

themiddlesurroundedbyrondavels.Thegateis

openedsoBantujustdrivesin.Webothclimbout

andthefirstthingmyeyeslandonisthealterbythe

cornerandinitiatesgoingabouttheirbusinessinthe

yard.Wewalktothemainhouseandoutsidesitsan

elderlyladywhoseemstoknowBantuwell,because

theyexchangepleasantriesandshetellsusher

husbandiswaitingforusinthendomba.Wehead

thereandleaveourshoesatthedoorbeforewalking

in.Mphephoisburningandthecandlesarelit,heis

workingwithmuti...

Ngonyama:finallyyouarrive.

Hesaysaswesettleonthestrawmat.

Bantu:thokozababa.

Ngonyama:Thokozani,Itrustyourtripwaswell.

Bantu:itwasbaba.Butyouknowonecanneverget



usedtothedistance.

Hechuckles.

Ngonyama:you'vebeenhereamilliontimes,you

shouldbeusedtoitbynow.

Hejustnodsandthenyangalooksatme.

Ngonyama:sinceIlearnedthatyouwerecoming

yourancestorshavebeentroublingme.

HesaysandIbitemylowerlip.

Me:myapologies.

Ngonyama:it'snobother.Iam usedtothisanyway.

Ijustnodandhesitsstraightandplacesdownthe

containerofhismuti.

Ngonyama:theNgwenyaancestorsaremadatyou.

Igaspforairandmyheartstartsracing.

Me:Ididn'tmeantohurtZamaNgwenya.Idon't

knowwhatgotintome.

Ngonyama:yourpersonalitychangeshouldhave

beenacauseforpanic.Youbothweremadefor



eachother,thesamereasonyourunionwassealed

evenbeforeyoukneweachotheristhesamereason

youarebeingthatcoldtowardsher.

HesaysandIwanttoaskhowheknowsallthis

whenhedidn'teventhrowthebonestoreadmylife.

Ngonyama:doyouknowwhatisicithois?

HeasksandInodcozIthinkIdo.I'veheardaboutit

before.

Ngonyama:wellthemaggotsthatcameoutofthe

princesswaswitchcraft,isicithotocausearift

betweenyouboth.Tomakeyounotstandbeingwith

her.

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:whoisdoingallofthis?

IaskreallyhurtbecauseIhaveneverdoneanything

tooffendanyone,allIeverwantedtodowaslove

Kayiseandmakeherhappy.

Ngonyama:Iwasinstructedtohelpclearyoureyes

soyoucanreachouttotheprincess,everythingelse

willbethebattlefoughtforyoutwobytheancestors.



HesaysandIsigh.Ineedtoknowwhowouldmess

upthebeautifulthingIhadwithKayise.

Me:willsheforgiveme?

Hechuckles.

Ngonyama:youareamanBukhosi,yourtonguewill

havetobesweettohelpyouthroughit.You've

alreadyplaughedthespinachfrom theKing'sgarden.

Takehertobedandmakelovetoheruntilshehears

whateveryouhavetosaytoher.

Ichucklelookingdown.

Me:Ihearyoubaba,sowhatnow?

Ngonyama:Iam goingtocleanseyouandthat

scithothingwillbeoutthewindow.Youwillbath

everydaywithmutiIwillgiveyou.

Me:ifIsleepwithZamaNgwenyaagainwillInotfall

victim ofthespellagain.

Ngonyama:ifsheallowsyouin,enjoyyourwomanin

peacewithnoworryofmaggotsorspells.

Inodrelieved.



__________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Havingthatgirlhereisgoingtocausemeproblems,

IwasalreadywinningKayiseover.Inevercared

aboutwhomyphysicalvesselsleptwithcozIdidn't

thinkitwouldbeoneofKayise'sfriends.Shewill

holdbacknowinordertobeloyaltothatgirl.My

reactionmademeseem likeapig,denyingthegirlI

had"slept"withandbrokeherheartforanother

woman.Idon'tevenknowmyvessel'swifeorladies

hehasbeenwith.Hisprivatelifedidn'tinterestme,I

justwantedhisnameandbusinesscozthey

benefitedmyplan.Ididn'tthinkaboutanythingelse

thatmightcomebitemeintheass...

Ineedtotakecareofthisgirlandfast.Ican'tbe

dealingwithherandwhatshemightbetelling

Kayise.OntheotherhandthebloodyNgwenya

ancestorsaretryingtofightmebackandIdon't

understandhowbecausetheyareblind.Myplan



seemstobegoingdownsouthandIhonestlydon't

knowwhatIam goingtodotogetitbackinlineand

runningsmoothly.ManziisworkingonfindingBheki

andsendingoursnaketofinishhim offsoIcan

speeduptheprocessofmakingKayiseQueen.Iwill

needtodealwiththisforwardgirlmyvesselslept

with.AnnoyingthatIhavetodealwithhis

shenaniganswhenhissoulistrappedunderwater...

Istandbymybedroom windowlookingoutandIsee

Liyanastaggeringallover,shelosesherstepand

fallsstomachflat.Ihavebeenpickingupafterher

too,sheisgettingonmylastnervenow.Ican'tleave

herinthatstatebecauseit'sobvioussheisfailingto

dealwithherhusband'sdisappeearanceandshe

decidedtofindsolaceinalcohol.Ican'tstandback

andriskhersayingsomethingtothewrongearsand

jeopardizingthiswholething.Iquicklyleavemy

room tothegardensoIcanhaveonefinalwordwith

thiswomanandgetherinline...



Me:Liyana.

Iroar.Sheisstillstrugglingtostandup.

Liyana:IcanmanageDabulamanzi.

SheslursherwordsandIchuckle.

Me:youareembarrassingyourselfwoman.Howdo

youexpectthestafftolookatyou?Youarebeing

stupidrightnow.

Liyana:Iam aQueen,thatwillneverchange.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:adrunkQueen.Listenhereifyoudonotgetyour

shittogetherIpromisetoturnyouintoachicken.

Shegaspsforair.

Liyana:helpmetomyroom please.

Sheaskspolitely.

Me:Iam doingthisforthelasttime.

Ipickherupandwegettoherroom.Iplaceher

downonthebedandshepullsmeontopofher.

Me:whatisthisnow.



Liyana:ithasbeenalongtimesinceyourbodyfelt

thewarmthofawoman.

Shesaysandthisorganthathasitsownbrainerects

immediately.

Liyana:myhusbandhasbeenavegetableforsome

timetoo.Wearebothinneed.

Sheisdrunk,Ishouldn'ttakeanythingsheissaying

tohead.Igetoffherandlookdownatheronthat

bed.

Me:youaredrunk.Youdon'tknowwhatyouare

saying.

Shelaughscarefree.

Liyana:IknowIam old,buttoyourtrueselfIam an

infant.Youshouldn'tfullybelievethatthisisyour

body,youstoleitDabulamanzi.

Herhandsarepullingupherdressandthosethighs

areexposed.

Me:justsleepitoff.

SheopensherlegswideandIgasp.Imightbea

spiritbutIam stillaman.Amaninabodythatisstill



functioningwellenough.

IquicklygotothedoorandlockitwhenIwalkback

tothebedsheistakingherclothesoff.Iunbuckle

thebeltandsteppingoutofmyshoes

simultaneously.Iam goingtodevourheropening

shewillwishsheneveraskedmeofthis.

____________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Pearl:imaginethenerve.

ShehasbeenrantingaboutDabulasince.

Me:howcomeIneverknewaboutthisone?

Pearl:bastardconvincedmethatsoonaspeople

knewaboutus,ourdynamicsaregoingtochange

foreverandsoweshouldenjoyourbubblelonger.

Kantehewastakingmeforapoesthatwholetime.

Iam suppressingmylaughter.

Me:crazy.

Pearl:letmeshowyouthatuglybitch.



Shetakesherphonefrom herbag.

Pearl:Ineedtologinonmyghostprofilefirst,bitch

blockedme.

Iam dead,shemusthavereallylovedhim hey.

Pearl:OMG!

Shesays

Me:what?

Shehandsmethephoneandthere'sapinnedpost

onherFacebook.IseeapictureofDabula,thegirlis

askingthattheyhelpherfindherfiancewho

disappearedmonthsagoandhasn'tbeenseen

aroundJohannesburginawhile.

Me:haibothat'simpossible.Dabulaalwaysgoes

homeonceinawhile.Hesayshetalkstohisfamily

overthephonealmosteverydaysoIdon't

understand.

Shelaughs.

Pearl:karmafriendkarma.Maybethisishiswayof

runningfrom herandhetoldhisfamilynotsaya

wordabouthiswhereabouts.Thesamewayshe



tookhim from meisthesamewayanotherwoman

didnowhe'shidingfrom her.

Sheispleasedwiththisstoryshejustcreated.

Nothingmakesyoucrazylikeaheartbreak.

Butthestorydoesn'tmakesense.There'smoreto

thisandIneedtofindoutwhatitis.

___________________________________________

•HLENGIWESHANGE

IthasbeendayssinceBhekicameheretolivewith

mewhilewewaitforhim towakeupandrecuperate.

Nothinghaschanged,heisstillindeepsleepandall

wecandoisprayandtakecareofhim untilhe

wakesupandfacestheevilthatwantstodestroy

hiskingdom.PhilaniandIhavebeenholdinghands

anddoingthebestwecantomakehim comfortable,

it'snoteasyforeitherofusbutit'sthelord'swork...

Inthedayshehasbeenhereandmissingfrom the

palace,nonoftheRoyalfamilymembershavecome



heresuspectingmetohavetakenhim andhidding

him inmyhouse.Iam justgratefulthattheyare

playingfarfrom myhouseandallowingusmore

timeforthismantowakeup,gatherisstrengthto

gotobattle.Makhositoldmetheysuspectedhim as

theprincessshowedupathishouselooking

distraught,myheartbrokebecauseIdon'twantto

hurtKayise.Sheisasweetgirlwholovespeopleand

treatsthem rightjustlikeherfather.Makhosihasn't

beencomingherejustincasetheyhavesomeone

followinghim,weonlytalkonthephone...

Philani:mama!Mama!

Heshoutsfrom thebedroom andIquicklyhurryto

seewhatisgoingon.IgaspforairwhenIfindBheki

awakeandsittingupstraight.

Me:ohmyGodBheki.

Isaywithtearswellingupinmyeyes.

Bheki:Hlengi,ngazengalalamama,canIplease

havewater.



HesaysandIam surprisedthatheknowshehas

beenoutofit.Philaniwalkspassedmetogetwater.

Iam stucktothisfloor.

Bheki:don'tcrymaShange,Iam okaynow.

Me:doyouneedanythingelse?

That'sallImanagetosay.

Bheki:Ineedtostretchmylegs.

Me:youjustwokeuppleasedon'tstrainyourself.

PhilanihandsmetheglassofwaterandIfinallygo

sitnexttohim andhelphim takelittlesipswitha

straw.

Bheki:thisisnotquenchingmythirst.It'slikeIam

playing.

Me:justdrinkBhekumbuso.

Bheki:howdidIgethere?Whereismydaughterand

mywife?

HeasksandIswallow.

Me:I'llcallmakhositocomeandexplain.



HenodsandIquicklygetupandhurrytofindmy

phonesoIcancancallbothmypastorandmakhosi

asinstructedwhenBhekiwakesup.

_______________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER44

__________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIsawinthemirror,theparson

thatwasstaringbackatmewassomeoneIcouldn't

recognize.IfIdidn'tfeelmysouldeepinsidemeI

wouldbearguingthatIam trappedinthewrong

body.Iam sothinasafishbone,myeyesaretoo

bigformyfaceandthedarkpatchesaroundthem

makesmelooklikeIwaspunched.Don'tgetme

startedonmyachingbody,Iwouldhavebelieveditif

IwastoldthatIwashitbyabusanditranallover

me.Asmuchasit'saskingmetorelaxIjustcan'tlay

downonemoresecond...

HlengiwepouredmewaterbecauseIwantedto

freshenup,it'sastrugglebecausemymusclesare

stiff.Idon'tevenknowhowlongIhavebeenoutofit.



Iam takingmytimewashingeveryinchofmybody,

asIthinkaboutthatyoungmancleaningmeup

whenIwasoutofitmakesmewanttocrawlintoa

wholeandjusthidemyshame.Ineverwantedtobe

thatmaninmylife,havingtodependonsomeone

likethatisnotsomethingIwantbutthistimeIdidn't

haveachoice.Iwilljusthavetoswallowmy

embarrassmentbutholdmyheadhighandshow

HlengiweandthatboyPhilaniappreciationcozit's

cleartheyhavebeentheonestakingcareofme...

WhichisconfusingbecauseLiyana,mywifeshould

betheonedoingthis.HowdidIevengethere?LastI

rememberIwasintheancestralroom withmakhosi,

mywifeanddaughterbeforeIfainted.ThenIfelt

peacemeetingNgwenyathefirstthenfrom there

nothingcomestoheadbutpleasantsleep.Ifinally

finishandwearthepinkgown,HlengiwesaysIhave

onlybeenwearingT-shirtsbecauseIwasalways

undercovers.Idon'tevenhaveanunderwearonand

IcanbetyouknowwhatIhavebeenwearingsinceI

wasunconscious...



InallofthisIjustmissLiyanaandmostlymy

daughter,shemustbegoingthroughalotrightnow.

WearesocloseandthisiscripplingherthatIam

sureof.Ijustwanttogotothepalacesoshecan

seethatIam okaynowandIam backtoher.AllI

canhopeforisthattheancestorsareoverme

gettingmarriedtoHlengiwe,sheisanamazing

womanyes,butmywifeiseverythingtome...

Iwalkouttotheloungeandfindeveryonesitting

aroundtheloungeonthecouches,byeveryoneI

meanHlengiwe,Makhosi,Philaniandanother

womanwhom Idonotrecognize.Philaniquickly

standsupsoIcansitandIslowlymovethereand

pathisshoulder,heexcuseshimself...

Me:sanibonani.

Makhosi:nkosiyami,it'sgoodtoseeyoubackon

yourowntwofeet.



Inod.

Me:it'sgoodtobebacktoo.Sowhat'sbeen

happening?Whereismydaughterandhermother?I

thoughtI'dfindthem herewhenIcameout.

Theyalllookateachotherawkwardlymakingme

frown.

Me:what'sgoingon?

IaskandMakhosiclearshisthroatandsitsatthe

edgeofthesofaheison.

Makhosi:nkosiyamithisisPastorJali,maShange

goestoherchurch.

Inod.

Me:it'snicetomeetyoumama.

Pastor:nicetomeetyoutoo.

Makhosi:myking,Iam sureyouknowwhythe

ancestorsdidthistoyou.

IswallowandsideeyeHlengiwe.

Me:yesbecauseIrefusedtodoastheysaid,thatis

marryingHlengiwe.



Shegaspsinshockbutherpastorlooksatherand

shakesherhead.Thatgetshertoswallowdownher

words.

Makhosi:yes,shewastheonlyonewhocouldhelp

thekingdom becausesheisaprayerwarrior.Your

ancestorswereblindedbuttheoneshepraystowas

stillabletoseeeverything.

Inod.

Me:Ngwenyathefirstsaidsomethingalongthose

linestome.

Iadmitandhenods.

Makhosi:Istilldon'tknowwhatisgoingonmyself

buttheytoldmetogetyououtofthepalaceand

bringyouherebecausethepalaceisfullofevil.

Ifurrowmybrows.

Me:haibo!DoesKayiseandLiyanaknowaboutmy

whereabouts?

Iam failingtokeepmyshocktomyself.

Makhosi:unfortunatelynot,yourforefathersdidn't

wantthat.



Me:okaymakhosiIam notunderstanding.What's

goingon?

Helooksatthepastorladyandnodsbeforesitting

backcomfortablyonthesofa.

Pastor:wellmyking,Iam apastorandIhavethegift

toprophecy.

Ijustnod.

Pastor:doyouknowhowRoyaltylandedinyour

family?

Inodrememberingthestoryverywell.

Me:yes,Ngwenyathefirstwiththehelpofother

Kingsandasamgomamanagedtooverthrowanevil

kingwhomadelifedifficultforhispeople.

Pastor:doyouknowthisevilKing'sname?

Me:yesCebekhulu,DabulamanziCebekhulu.They

hadthegiftofhealinginhisfamilyandtheyusedit

tobetterthemselvesandcausehavocforthe

community.

Pastor:monthsagowhocameintoyourkingdom

bearingthenameDabulaandthingsstarted



happening?

SheasksandIgostraightintomyheadtofishout

theperson.AfteraminuteIlandonDabula,theone

helpingmydaughterwiththeproject.

Me:onlyDabulamanzikaKhumalo,heisworking

withmydaughterbutbeforethenwedidn'tknow

him.Hecomesallthewayfrom Johannesburg.

Shenods.

Pastor:hisbodyisDabulamanziKhumalobutthe

spiritthattookoverisDabulamanziCebekhulu.He

usedthevesseltocarryouthisplansinthis

kingdom,todestroyeverythingandclaim backwhat

hethinksbelongstohim.

Igaspforairandlookatthem oneaftertheother.

Me:Idon'tunderstand.

Pastor:yourwifehelpedbringbackgreatevilthat

wasbanishedfrom thelandintothewater.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:nostop,whatisthis?



Makhosi:babapleasecalm downandlistenplease.I

haveneverliedtoyou.Thisisyoulearningthetruth

soyoucanbeabletosaveyourkingdom.

Pastor:yourmotherinlawwasevilandshepracticed

witchcraft,shetookyourwifetoashrinethat

belongstoManzi,adescendedofDabulamanzi

himself.Theytiedyourwife'swombsoshecould

haveproblemsconceiving,oncethatwashappening

theymadeherbelievethatshecouldnevergiveyou

children.AndthatheryoungersisterNonhlewillbe

yoursecondwife.Youreldershadalreadygivenyou

twoatimeframetofallpregnantsoshecanbetake

totheforesttoconfirm herQueenship,soinfear

shebelievedthem whentheysaidtheycouldgive

herachildbuttherewasacatch.

Mybreathinghasbecomeshallow,Idon'tlikewhere

thisisgoingatall.NotLiyana,notmysweetLiyana.

Pastor:wellherfeardroveherintobelievingthatshe

isbarrenandtheonlywaytohaveachildisby

allowingeviltoblessherwombandgiveherachild,

agirlchildthatwillbegiventothewaterspirit

Dabulaasawife.Sheagreedandthatishow



Cebekhulufoundawaytoclaim histhrone,theone

hebelievesyourgreatancestorstolefrom him.

Idon'tknowwhentearsfellfrom myeyesbutIcan

feelthem rollingdownmycheeks.

Me:ka-Ntombi-ismydaugh-

Ican'tseem tosayitoutloudbecausethethought

ofmybabygirlnotbeingminehurtstothesoul.

Pastor:nonomyKing.NtombiZamaNgwenyaisyour

seed,sheisyourblood.Theonlygirleverborninto

theNgwenyaRoyalfamily.

Iremembermygreatgreatgrandfathersayingthis

tome.Iletoutaheavysighandtheburdenthatwas

placedonmyshoulderisremovedinstantly.Icould

beloosingitallandhearingthemostshocking

thingsbutnotanythingthatclaimsthatmydaughter

isnotmine,Myheartinhumanform.

Me:thenwhatareyousaying?

Myvoiceisbreaking,Hlengiwequicklyclaspsmy

handandIholdontoherstoofordearlife.

Pastor:theyliedtohersoshecouldagreetotying



herunbornbabytothem.

Me:soshehasknownabouteverythingthat'sbeen

happening?

Pastor:allofit.

ShelooksatHlengiweandswallows.

Pastor:shescarifiedZonke,theyounggirlthat

disappearedandalsohersisterNonhlewaskilledby

Dabulabecauseshewantedtocometellyouthe

truth.

Hlengireleasesthemostpainfulpiercingcrythat

shootsstraightformyheart.Itallmakessensenow,

ohitdoesandithurts.

Me:pleasetellmeyouarelying?

IaskasshemovestoHlengiwetocomforther.

Pastor:whentheLordshowedmeeverythingI

thoughtthiswasatasktoohardformebecauseI

couldn'tunderstandhowsomeonecoulddothis.

Tosaymyheartisshatteredwouldbean

understatement.Hearingthattheloveofmylifeis

satan'sreincarnatebreaksmysoulanddefinitely



makesmefeelstupidbecauseshehasbeen

pretendingtonotknowathingwhensheistheone

whobroughtallthesecalamitiesinourlives.I

wouldn'thavemarriedanywoman,Iwouldhave

stuckbyheruntilGodgaveusourchild.IfIhadtoI

wouldhaveleftthethronebecauseIlovedherthat

much.

Makhosi:Ithinkwehaveheardenoughfortheday.

Iburymyheadinmyhandsandjustsob.Ijustneed

tolookLiyanaintheeyesandaskherhowshecould

dothistome,tomypeople,toourfamilyandmost

importantlytoourmarriage.Idon'tthinkIhavefelt

somuchpaininmylife.

____________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Iopenmyeyesandmyheadispounding,Ishould

stopdrinkingsomuchbecauseIjustnumbwhatever

itisforafewhoursandafterIfeellikeshit.Ithas

justbeendifficultonme,dealingwitheverythingall

atoncejustbecometoomuch.Ididn'tthinkitwould



besochaotic,itwasjustsupposedtobecleanand

smooth.Nokillingsnobetrayal.Imissmylife,alife

thatdidn'trequiremysoulsomuch...

Ineedaglassofwineandsomegreasyfoodtoget

ridofthishangoversoIcanstartmyday.Dabula

threatenedtoturnmeintoachickenifIdon'tgetmy

shittogether,ifIdidn'tknowhowheoperatesI

wouldhavethoughthewasjokingbutIknowbetter.

Iwasdrunkbuthisthreatmademyheadalittlelight.

Imovemyeyestothepedestaltofindmyphonebut

ratherIseemyunderwear,Ineversleepwithoutmy

pantiesonwhenmyhusbandisnothere.SuddenlyI

feelalittlediscomfortinbetweenmylegs.Ijump

outofbedcompletelynakedandontheothersideof

thebedisDabulamanzi,heslowlyopenshiseyes.

Ohnonono!Liyanawhatdidyoudo...

Me:pleasetellmewedidn't.

Iasktearsalreadyglowinginmyeyes.

Dabula:thatwouldbelyingLiyana.



Me:howcouldyouhavedonethattome?Iam

marriedandyouaremarriedtomydaughter.

Dabula:youofferedyourselfonasilverplatter

Liyana,Iam aman.Icouldn'tholdmydesire.

Me:Iwasdrunk,youtookadvantage.

Dabula:Itoldyouthatbutthealcoholyoudrank

wentstraighttoyourbean.YouwantedmeandI

gaveyouwhatyouwanted.

Me:youarelying!

Iscream athim.

Dabula:Idon'thavetimeforthis.Youarealoose

womanwhodidn'tcarethatshewasmarried,so

don'tcomeheretoplayvictim.

Hespewsthatvenom andIfindmyselfnearthebed

andslappinghisfacesohard,myhandhurtsalittle.

Me:watchyourmouth.

Isayrageconsumingme.Hechucklesgettingoff

thebedandcomingstraightforme.Heissomad

rightnow,Iam shaking.



Dabula:ifyouevertrythatnonsensewithmeagainI

willcutyouintopieces.Iam notthatweakling

Bhekumbuso,Iwillsnapyournecklikeatwigifyou

disrespectmelikethisagain.

Me:thisbetterbeoursecrettothegrave,arewe

clear?

Dabula:whichmanintheirrightsenseswouldwant

theworldknowinghelaidwithfilthdressedinroyalty

likeyourself.

Igaspandhemovesawaytogetdressed.Ihave

neverbeeninsultedlikethis,myhusbandhasnever

saidsuchvilewordstome.Iletmytearsfall,asI

sinkdowntothefloor.HewalksoutandIcrylouder,

howdidIgethere?Ifeelsodirty.Aftereverything

I'vedonetomyhusbandIgivemybodytoanother.

Dabulamanziforthatmatter.

_____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Wegotbackhomelatelastnight,Ngonyamaworked



onmeforhoursandwhenweweredonehetoldhis

wifetoprepareusafeast.Mamawasalreadyasleep

whenIarrivedhome,Ididn'ttellherwhereIwas

goingbecauseIneededtoknowwhatwaswrong

withmefirst.Iam planningonsittingherdownthis

morningandtellinghereverythingNgonyamasaidto

me.Iwanttobeopenwithmymotherandaskherto

helpmewithZamaNgwenya...

Iam donebathinganddoingeverythingIwas

instructedtodoinordertogetridofthefogwhoever

hadplacedinmyeyestoseemywomaninawayI

shouldn't.WhenIwalkoutofmyroom Ifindmama

inthelounge,sheiswatching152,Irollmyeyes.I

reallyshouldbuyanotherTVformyroom because

mamaisgivingmeahardtimesharingthisone.I

settleonthesinglecouchandsighdeeply...

Me:Ithinkyouwatchedthisduringtheweek.

Mama:IdidbutInevergotthechancetoseehowit

ended.



ShesaysandIjustchortle.

Me:ohokay.

Mama:wheredidyoudisappeartoyesterday?

Iclearmythroat.

Me:pleasemutetheTV,IhavesomethingIneedto

tellyou.

Shedoesn'twastetimenoraskamillionquestions.

Mama:iseverythingokay?

Me:wellyesterdayBantutookmetoinyanga,Ihave

beenactingweirdtowardsZamaNgwenyaandI

neededtofindout-

Sheinterjectsquickly

Mama:IknewBantuwasthekindoffriendyouneed

inyourlife.Hedidgoodbecauseyourbehavior

towardsthatgirlwasheartbreaking,youknowthe

princesslovesyouBukhosi.

Me:wellmama,Ihopeshestilldoesbecausemy

eyesarenowopen.

Mama:whatdidthenyangatellyou?



IexplaineverythingNgonyamatoldme.

Mama:peopleareevilBukhosi,Itoldyouthatnot

everyonewillbehappywithyourrelationshipbutyou

thoughtIwasoldschool.

Ilookdowninshame.

Me:Iam sorrymama.

Mama:Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifMenziistheone

doingthis.

Me:Ithoughtaboutthat,butIwastoldnottoworry

anymore.

Mama:nexttimerememberthatwhatanadultsees

sittingdown,achildwillneverseeeveniftheyclimb

onthetallesttree

Me:Iwillrememberthatnexttime,rightnowIneed

yourhelp.

Shefrowns

Mama:what?

Me:Ineedtoseeher,pleasecallhertocomehere,

don'ttellherIaskedyouto.



Mama:whydon'tyoujustgotothepalace.

Me:IneedtotalktoherinaplaceIcansubdueher,

whereIwillbeabletomakeherlistentome.

Sheletsoutasigh.

Mama:I'llcallher,justdon'thurtheragainBukhosi.

Me:thankyousomuchsthandwasami.Iam

bringingyourdaughterinlawbackhome.

____________________________________________

•HLENGIWESHANGE

Myheartisbroken,Iam inshambles.Thinkingof

howeviltheQueenismakesmeupset,nowI

understandwhyshewasthatcoldtowardsmeand

notshowingmeanycompassion.Herguiltwas

knockingatherconscience.Ijustneedtoknowwhy

shewouldsacrificemyZonketoherevildeity,for

whatreasonandpurposewasshegoodenoughfor

that?Idon'tthinkIhaveeverhatedsomeoneas

muchasIhatethatLiyanawoman,ifIwastobe

givenachancetomurderapersonandgoscottfree



Iwouldn'teventhinktwice.Shetookawaymypride

andjoyandforareasonIdon'tknow...

Ican'tseem tostopcrying,ithurtstomysoul.The

kindofpainthattakesandtakesfrom youuntilyou

willbeleftwithnothingatallbutangerandhatred.I

wishdeathuponmyselfbecauseIcan'tbarefeeling

likethisanymore,it'salltoomuchformetocarry.I

livedwithmydaughter'smurdererandshehatedme

forit,howcruelcouldshehavebeen?Mybedroom

dooropensandfewsecondsIfeelssomeonetake

meintotheirarms.It'sBhekumbuso...

Bheki:Iam sosorryHlengiwe,IwishIcouldgiveyou

backyourbabygirlandknowingthat'simpossible

hurts,Iam sosorrymaShange.

Iturntofacehim andholdontohim fordearlifeand

justweepinhischest.HewincesasIholdontighter

buthedoesn'tcomplain.

Bheki:nothingIdoorsaywillbringherback,butI

promiseyouLiyanawillnotgetawaywiththis.



Me:ithurtssomuch,shewasmylastchild.Mypride,

shewasgoingtohaveabeautifullifeandtheytook

thatawayfrom her,awayfrom me.

Bheki:Idon'tevenwanttosayIunderstandyour

painbecauseIhaven'tlostachildbutIhaveanidea

becausemylifewouldalsobeshatteredifIwereto

looseNtombikayise.

Me:whyisyourwifethisevil?

Myvoiceisbreaking.

Bheki:IneverthoughtI'dbetoldthatIhavebeen

sleepingwithasnakeforover20years.Iam broken

Hlengiwe,Liyanawaseverythingtome.Iwouldhave

leteverythinggojustforher.

Me:shedoesn'tdeserveyou,shedoesn'tdeserve

anyoneforthatmatter.

Hedropsayearthatlandsonmyforehead.This

womanhasbrokenalotofpeopleandIcan'thelp

butwonderifsheisabletosleepsoundatnight.

__________________________________________



DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

AftermyencounterwithLiyanathismorningIhada

painfulheadacheanditcouldonlybeManzi,hewas

tryingtoalertmethatweneededtotalkbutI

couldn'tallowhim tobeinmyheadbecausethatis

toodangerousforthisvessel.SoIdecidedtogoto

theshrinetofindoutwhatisgoingon,hopefullyhe

foundwhereBhekumbusoisandwearegoodto

strikehim dead...

Ifinallyarriveattheshrineandit'slikesomeonedied,

Manziissittinginthemiddleoftheshrinewiththe

littlecreatureswesendouttodosomeworkdone.

Oncetheyfeelmypresencetheystandupandbow

tome,heislookingatmewithdeadeyesandIcan't

helpbutworry...

Me:what'sthematter?

Heshakeshishead.

Manzi:youmessedupeverythingMkhulu.



Ifurrowmyforehead.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Manzi:youlaidwiththeQueenandtainted

everything.Thepoweryoupossessisnowhers.

Igaspforair.

Me:nono,thatcan'tbetrue.

Manzi:wehavenothingnow,nothingatall.

Me:theissomethingwecando,Iam sureofit.

HeshakeshisheadandIcarrymyhandsonmy

head.

Me:wheretofrom here?

Manzi:Idon'tknowMkhulu,wewillhavetotake

everythingasitcomes.

Iclosemyeyesindefeat.Itcan'tendthiswayitjust

can't.

_____________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER45

_____________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Itallfeelssurreal,Iwishthepastorladyand

Makhosicancomebackandtellusthatitwasall

justonebigprank.MyheartisheavyIdon'twantto

believethatmywifeisthemonstertheysaysheis,

butthenagainthesepastfewmonthsIsawchanges

inherthatcorroboratetheirstory.Thewayshewas

coldandirritatedwithHlengiwe,whyshedidn'twant

BukhositobewithZamaNgwenyaeventhoughshe

knowsthatheisagoodboy.It'snoteasyaccepting

thatmywifeofmorethantwentyyearsismy

biggestenemy,Ijustwanttolookatherintheeyes

andaskherwhyshewouldbetrayourfamily,the

kingdom likethisbutmostimportantlywhyshe

woulddothistous...



Inevergaveheranyreasontobelievethatmylove

forherwasconditional,shedidn'ttrustinmylove

andthathurts.Sheshouldhavetoldmewhatthe

nyangahermothertookhertosaid,maybewecould

havewenttoMakhosiandhewouldhaveseenthat

theywerejustplayingherandreversedwhatever

theydidtotieupherwomb.IlovedLiyanawithevery

fiberofmybeingbutshedidn't,it'sobviouscozit

waseasyforhertosellmeoutandmyfamilys

thronelikethat...

Iam stillinthissamebedwithHlengiwe,shecried

untilshefellasleep.Herpiercingcryandthosesobs

shatteredmyheart,IjustwishIcoulddosomething

tomakeherpaingoaway.Iwastherewhenshe

wentthroughthemostandwhenshewastryingto

movepastitwelearnthatLiyanaisthereasonher

daughterisnomore.Idon'tknowhowdeepherpain

iscuttingbutasaparentIcanonlyimaginehow

deadshemustfeelinside.Shewigglesoutofmy

hold...



Hlengiwe:tellmeitwasalljustadream please.

Hervoiceisstillshaking.

Me:maShange,Iam sosorry.

Hlengiwe:sheisamotherherself,howdoesshedo

thistoanotherwoman'schild?

IwishIhadanswerssoshecanbeabletofind

healing.

Me:Idon'tknowhertobeevil.Iam havingahard

timewrappingmyheadaroundeverythingyour

pastortoldus.

Hlengiwe:itwaseasierdealingwithitwhenI

thoughtherdeathwasn'tpainfulbutshewasa

sacrificetoanevildeity,thatkillsmeBheki.

Me:Liyanawillnotgetawaywiththis.

Hlengiwe:sheisyourwifeBheki,knowingthekindof

manyouareitwon'tbeeasyforyoutodoherbad.

Me:she'smyenemyHlengi.Shedestroyedmy

Kingdom,shedestroyedusandhowmanymore

people?TheloveIhadforherwentstraightoutthe

windowtheminuteIlearnedthatsheisnotwhoI



thoughtshewas.BelievemewhenIsayIwillmake

herpay.

Hlengiwe:youdon'thavetopromisemeanything.

Ikissthecrownofherhead.

Me:ifyouknowme,youwillknowhowmuchIlove

mydaughterifnotforyouthenIwilldoitforKayise.

Liyanawascomfortablegivingmychildtoeviland

forthatshewillknowmewell.Soonasmakhositells

metogohome,Iam dealingwithitall.

_____________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

YesterdayIjustcouldn'tgobacktothepalace

withouttryingtogetbackwhatismine.Onemistake,

justonecostmeeverythingthatmakesme

Dabulamanzithegreat,Ilostmyidentityforthe

pleasurebetweenherlegs.Ishouldn'thavelet

temptationgetthebetterofme,withoutmypowerI

willnotbeabletoruletheKingdom thewayIwished

andmygrandsoncannotmanipulatefatebecause



hisgiftcamefrom me.Ilosteverythingandsodid

he...

Westayeduplateifnotthewholenight,tryingto

comeupwithwaystoreversethewholething.My

powersareinthewronghandsandifIdon'tget

them backsoontheneverythingisgoingtocome

crumblingdown.ForthefirsttimeinmylifeIam

scared,shakinginmyboots.IfIcouldIwould

commandthegroundtoopenupandswallowme

whole,onlypukemeoutwhenallthisissolvedandI

havebackwhatbelongstome...

Manzi:mkhulu.

Hesaysfrom behindme.Iam sittingintheshade

tryingtocalm down.

Me:tellmeyoufoundsomething.

Isayandheletsoutanexasperatedsigh.

Manzi:Ihavebeenclosedinthatndomba,calling

uponeverydarkspiritIknowtocomehelp,Ihave



mixedalltypesofmutibutnothing.

Me:thiscan'tbehappeningtome.

Manzi:wecanusethistoouradvantage.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Manzi:shedoesn'tknowthatshepossesyour

powers,wehavemanipulatedherafewtimesbefore.

Wecandoitagainandsayweareequippingher

withsomethingtohelpheroutinhermarriagebut

forthattohappenweneedhertodoeverythingwe

say.

Ishakemyhead.Thisisahorribleidea.

Me:no,Liyanacan'tevenhavetheslightestideathat

shepossessanykindofpowerbecausethatwillbe

ourdoom.Sheisdesperatetohaveheroldlifeback

andifshecouldgetridofusshewouldn'teventhink

twiceaboutit.

Manzi:thenwhatarewegoingtodomkhulu

becausewehaveabsolutelynoplantosalvagethis

mess.

Me:thatmeansIwillhavetomovequicklyinmaking



Kayisemine.Shestillbelongstomeafterall,her

soulwastiedtominealongtimeago.

Manzi:howarewegoingtogoaboutthat?

Istandup.

Me:maybeit'stimetheyknowwhoIam forreal.

Hegaspforair.

Manzi:areyousure?

Me:Iwantedtogoaboutittherightway,makeher

fallinlovethenboom Ichangeonherbutnow

everythinghaschangedandit'sbetterIjustshow

theRoyalfamilythedevilIam realquickand

everythingelsewillfollow.Ijustwantmythrone,if

theygiveittomethenIwillreleaseKayisefrom my

hold.

Manzi:wedon'thaveanypoweroverheroreveryone

elseforthatmatter.

Me:theydon'tknowthatManzi.

Hejustnods

___________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

HavingPearlaroundhasbeenrefreshingforreal,I

havealotgoingonformeandhercrazyjustmakes

meforgetalittle.Iam stillverymuchworriedabout

myfatherbutmakhosicalledagainthismorning,

tellingmenottoworrybecausetheancestorsare

stillshowinghim thatmyfatherisinsafetyandsoon

enoughhewillreturn.Ihonestlyfeellikemakhosi

knowsmorethanwhatheiswillingtoleton,ifIam

rightandhedoesknowwheremydadisIam going

tobemadathim.Hecan'tbeseeingmeloosingmy

mindandsayingnothing,mypoormotherhas

becomeafunctionaldrinkersinceBabadisappeared

soknowingthatheisokayforsurewillmakeus

better...

OntheotherhandIhavebeenstalkingDabula's

supposedgirlfriend,shepostedthatheismissing

whilehealwaysclaimstotalktohisfamilyandgoes

toseethem someweekends.Thatmademecurious



forreal.Theissomethingthatisn'tmakingsenseat

allandIjustfelttheneedtofinditout.Isentthegirl

aninboxonherFacebookandIam waitingforher

response,Iam literallystarringatmyphoneand

refreshingiteveryminutejusttoseeifshehasn't

responded.IneedaglassofwaterwhileIwaitsoI

quicklydropmyphoneonthebedandhurrytothe

kitchentogetsome.Pearlisinthekitchenbeing

friendlywithoneoftheguards,theyaresharinga

plateoffoodandIknowsheistryingtogetthepoor

boytorelaxsoshecantestdrivehim.Myfriendisa

sexfreakandeverymanshedesiresshehas,she

isn'tashamedtoexploresexandsafelyso...

Me:ohyouareback,howwasyourwalk?

Iaskopeningthefridgetotakeoutabottleofwater.

Pearl:yeshun,thishandsomemanheremadesureI

wassafe.TheriverisbeautifulImustsay.

Inod,sherefusedmewalkingwithherandasked

thatItellMphikelelitoaccompanyher.

Me:indeeditis.Wannadosomethinglateron?



SherollshereyesandIwanttolaugh.Herplanisto

takethisguysomewheresotheywillbeabletoshag.

Pearl:IwillcomefindyouwhenI'm donewithMphi

here.Heismytourguide.

Me:okaythen,I'llbeinmyroom.

Iheadoutgivingthem theirspaceback.Ijusthope

thispoorguyknowsthekinkyshitPearlisaboutto

dotohim.MyphoneisringingIhearitwhenIget

intothehallwaythatleadstomyroom,Irunquickly

andanswerbeforethepersonhangsup.

Me:hello?

IsayinaquestioningtonebecauseIdon'thavethe

numbersaved.

Mama:Myprincess.

That'sBukhosi'smom.Ihaven'tspokennorseenher

insuchalongtime.

Me:mama,howareyou?

Mama:Iam notfinemybaby,whataboutyou?

Ipanicalittle,hopingthatsheisokay.



Me:iseverythingokayma?Youneedanything?

IaskfailingtotellherhowIam doing.

Mama:canyoucometothehouse?

Iswallow.

Me:mamathelasttimeIwasthereBukhosiwasn't

happywithme.

Isaytearsalreadythreateninginmyeyes.Imisshim

somuch,eventhoughhehashurtmethisway.

Mama:pleasemydear.

SheispleadingwithmeandIcan'tbringmyselfto

sayingno.Shehasbeengoodtome.

Me:Iwillbethereinafewminutesthen.

Mama:thankyoumydarling.

Ihangupandsighheavily.

_______________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iam lookingatmymotherintensely,shebringsthe



phonedownfrom herearandlooksatme.

Me:whatdidshesaymama?

Sheshakesherheadandmyheartsinksintomy

stomach.IaskedhertocallZamaNgwenyaandask

hertocomeherebecauseIneedtotalktoher.To

explaineverythingNgonyamatoldmeandtobegfor

anotherchancebecauseImisshersomuch.My

heartisyearningforher,myhandsaredyingto

touchherhersoftskinandmylipsdesperatetotell

herhowmuchIloveher.

Mama:shewillbehereinafewminutes.

Iletoutasharpsighandquicklygetuptokissmy

mom onthecheek.

Me:thankyouma,youareastar.

Mama:justmakethingsrightwithher.

Me:Iam goingtodomybest.

Mama:letmeleavethen.

Shetakeshersmallbagandleavesthehouse,sheis

givingussomespacesowecanbeableto

communicatefreelywithoutneedingtoextend



respecttoherbecausesheissomewhereinthe

house.Itidyuponelasttime,thehouseisdifferent

nowshe'sgoingtobeshockedwhenshearrives.I

gobrushmyteethquicklyandgowaitinthelounge.

Iam anxious,myheartfeelslikeit'sabouttojump

outofmychest.IfKayisedoesn'thearmeoutthenI

am fuckedforreal.Aknockbringsmebackfrom my

thoughtsandIjerkupfrom thecouchtogoopenthe

door...

Shelookseffortlesslybreathtakingrightnow,Iwant

tojumponherandproclaim myundyingloveforher

butImanagetoholdmyhorses.Sheisshockedto

seeme,I'm sureshewashopingthatIam outso

shedoesn'thavetobumpintome.Tearsarewelling

upinhereyesbutshetakesadeepbreathand

clearsherthroat...

Kayise:isyourmom here?Shejustcalledaskingto

seeme.

Istepasideandshewalksin.Iclosethedoorand



sheisstandingawkwardlyinthemiddleofthe

kitchen.

Me:youjustmissedher.

Shefrowns

Kayise:Ijustspoketoherafewminutesago.Where

didshego?

Me:shewenttotheshops,sowecanbefreetotalk.

Shescoffs.

Kayise:Iam herebecauseyouaskedyourmom to

callme?

Me:Iknewyouwouldn'tpickupmycalls,ormaybeI

wasscaredofhowitwouldhavehurtifyouignored

me.

Shenarrowshereyesandbitestheinsideofher

mouth.Iam shitscared,herexpressionisstoicnot

givingawayanything.

Kayise:Idon'thavetimeforthisBukhosi.

Idroptomykneesimmediately.

Me:IcouldneverloveanywomanthewayIloveyou.



ZamaNgwenyayouaremyheartbaby,myribwas

takentocreateyouandIam sosorrythatIhave

beentreatingyousobad.Iwasn'tintherightframe

ofmind.MyfriendBantutookmetoseeinyanga

whotoldmethatyouhadisicitho,thepurposeofit

wastomakemefeeldisgustedandannoyedwith

you.Themaggotsfrom thatdaywasthatthingbaby.

Someonedoesn'twanttoseeustogetherbutIgot

helpnowanditwillneverhappenagain,Iwillnever

bevulnerablespirituallylikethat.Iloveyousomuch

babypleaseforgiveme.

Tearsarefallingdownhercheeks,sheisso

emotionalwhichmakesmeloseittoo.

Me:Iam reallysorrysthandwasami.Iloveyou

pleasegivemeonechancetomakethisright,to

loveyouthewayyoudeserve.

Sheisn'tsayinganythingtomerightnow,sheisjust

starringatme.

Me:ZamaNgwenyababyplease.

Kayise:youexpectmetobelievethis?

Me:Ihaveneverliedtoyouinmylife.Ididn'ttreat



youlikethatbecauseIwantedto,someonewanted

toplayGodinourrelationship.

Kayise:whocouldthatbe?

Sheaskswipinghertearswiththebackofherhand.

Me:Ngonyamadidn'tsaysthandwasami,hejust

toldmethattheancestorsarenowtheonesfighting

thisbattleforus.

Shechuckles.

Kayise:mxm.

Shesaysandturnsforthedoor.Ijustdiveandhold

herlegs,shefallsandIquicklyholdhertightinmy

arms.

Kayise:Bukhosileaveme.

ShescreamsfightingtogetoutofmyholdbutIjust

can'tallowhertowalkawayfrom melikethis.

Me:Iam tellingyouthetruthbabyplease.Youcan

evengotoconsultwithadifferentnyangababyI

sweartoyou,thepersonwilltellyouthesamething.

Sheiscryingandthefightingisnotstopping.Weare



literallyrollingonthisfloor.

Kayise:youhurtmesomuchBukhosi,you

abandonedmewhenIneededyouthemost.

SheiskickingmebutthisisthepainIcantake.So

longassheletsoutherangerandgivesmeanother

chance.

Me:Iwilllivetherestofmylifemakingupforthat

babyplease.Don'tgiveuponus,Iknowyoudon't

haveanyreasontobutpleaseletourlovebeworth

anothershot.

Sheisshakingherheadvigorously.Imanagetoget

ontopofherandthatmakesherwrestlememore.

Me:NtombiZamaNgwenya!Stopthis,stopfighting

mebaby.Ifuckedupyesbutitwasn'tintentional.I

am sorrymorethanyouwilleverknowbutIam not

givinguponyou.YouaremyheartandIam sureyou

haven'tseenapersonlivewithouthisheart.Imiss

you,don'tfightourlovebabyIam beggingyou.

Isayholdingupmyhandsindefeatandthatseems

tomakeherstopfightingme.Wearelookingateach

otherintheeyes,she'ssearchingforsomethingand



shewillfinditbecauseIloveherwithmysoul.

Sheiswearingadressandnowherthighsare

exposedandalittleofherunderwear,asmuchas

wejustfoughtbeingincontactwithherbareskin

makesmehot.Myerectionisalreadypokingher

throughthispairofjeansIhaveon.Icaresstheside

ofherthighandshegaspsforair.

Me:Imissyou,Imisseverythingaboutyoubaby.

HertearsarestillfallingandIhatemyselfforhurting

herthisway.Myhandmovestoherstomachand

desireisrushingthroughoutmyentirebodybut

mostlyuMthombeniomcane.Imissthesleekness,

warmthandthetightnessofherpussy.

Me:Iwanttomakelovetoyoubaby.

Myhandsarecaressingherbodyfullyandher

breathinghasspiked,sheisflushed.

Me:tellmetostopKayiseifyoudon'twantmebaby.

Shebitesherlowerlip,hereyesarebeggingforme

butIneedhertosayit.

Me:baby,tellmetostopandgetoffyou.



Isaygentlymassagingherbreast,shecirclesher

armsaroundmyneckandbringsmyfacetohers.

Kayise:IhateyousomuchBukhosi,Ihatehow

muchIloveyou.IhatehowmuchIneedyouto

makelovetomerightnow.

Myheartisfilledwithhope.

Me:Iknowbaby,Iam sorry.

Kayise:makelovetomeChoco.

Shejustcalledmewiththepetnameshegaveme

andIknowIhaveafightingchance.Shetakesmy

lipsintohersandwekissaggressively,muchasI

lovetastinghersoftlipsIjustwanttobeburied

deepinsideheropening.

_____________________________________________

Noedits.

ThischapterwassponsoredbyTumi
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CHAPTER46

____________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Iopenmyeyesandsheiswrappedaroundmelike

Ivy,Idon'trememberthelasttimeIsleptwitha

fulfilledheart.Yesterdaywastoointense,ourmake

upsexwasemotionallyreconnectingus.Shecried

andtoldmehowmuchIhurtherandItookthat

becauseIwantedustostartonacleanslateand

thatcouldonlyhappenifbothourfeelingswereout

there.Kayisesleptoverbecausewebothcouldn't

keepourhandsoffeachother,weneededyesterday

tohappenandI'm justhappyweareatabetterplace

now...

Kayise:whatareyouthinkingaboutbaby?

Iwasn'tawaresheisawake.Ikissherforehead.

Me:I'm thinkingaboutyou,aboutus.



Kayise:thankyouforreachingout.Iwasgoingout

ofmymind.

ShesaysandIsmile.

Me:Iam gladItrickedyouintocominghere.

Kayise:youdidthatonpurposehuh?Eventhesex

onthekitchenfloor,youhadtogivememind

blowingsextomakemelistentoyou.

Ichuckle.

Me:Iwillneverexercisepoweroveryouandtake

completechargeofyouanywhereelsebutour

bedroom.Bantuutheumfaziushayiwaembedeni,IfI

needyoutostopbeingcrazyandlisten,Igiveyou

thepipe.IfIneedtopunishyoufordefyingmethen

babyyouwillspreadyourlegsforyourmanandIwill

punishyouaccordinglywiththis.

Isaytakingherhandsoshecantouchmyalready

erectpenis.

Kayise:Iam notcomplaining.Ilovehowconfident

youaresexuallynow.

Me:Ihavebeenpracticing.



Isayandthatmakesherjerkupfrom mychest,

givingmeadeathstare.

Kayise:whatisthatsupposedtomeanBukhosi

mthombeni?

Hertonelowanddeep.Isshemad?Shelooksso

cutethough.

Me:babyno,Ihaven'tsleptwithanyotherwoman

butyou,sthandwasamiIpromise.

Sheletsoutasigh.

Kayise:youbetterkeepitthatwayorIpromiseIwill

cutyourdickoffandburnitwithyouwatchingme.

Idon'tknowifsheisjokingorshemeanseveryword.

ButIdon'twanttofindoutsoIwilljustkeepmydick

inmypantsandonlyletitoutwhenit'sdevouring

heropening.Sheslowlyrestsonmychestonce

again,feelingsatisfiedwithherselfthatIdidn'tsay

anythingtoherthreat.

Me:IjustwantyoutoknowthatIam sorrybaby.I

nevermeanttohurtyou.Ididn'tcomeintoyourlife

forthebenefits,Ijustwantyourheart



ZamaNgwenyaeverythingelseisjustabonus.

Kayise:youaremylifeBukhosiandnowthatweare

okayitfeelslikeaheavyloadhasbeenliftedoffmy

shoulders.Icanfocusonwaitingforbabatocome

backtous.

Irememberherpainfulsobsfrom lastnightwhen

shetoldmeaboutherfather.IwishIcando

somethingtotrackdowntheKingandgiveumuntu

wamiherpeaceofmind.TheyaresoclosesoI

knowthathisdisappearanceiskillingher,she's

tryingtokeepcalm butIknowherandshe'sjust

puttingafacadeforeveryoneelsesincesheisthe

Regent...

Me:trustmakhosi,hewouldneverdoanythingto

harm yourdad.

Kayise:hecouldjusttakemetoseehim andIwill

nottellanyone.

Me:whatIlearnedfrom Ngonyamaisthatthefight



from whereverisattackingyourfamilyandthis

kingdom isnowfoughtbytheancestors.Theywill

comethroughfortheirpeople.Believeinthem baby.

Kayise:Iguessyouarerightbaby.Iloveyouso

muchChoco.

Myheartjustmelts,thisgirlwillbethedeathofmeI

swear.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Herphonechimesandshefindsitandreads

somethingthatleavesherchortling,Igetjealous

immediately.Ijusthopeit'snotanotherdude

makingminelaughthisway,butIthinkI'm justbeing

crazy.Kayisedidn'thavethetimetogiveanother

manherattentionsoitcouldbeanyone...

Kayise:it'sPearl.

Shesaywipingoffthetearsfrom herlaughter.She

didsayPearlisherevisitinglastnightwhenwe

calledtotellherthatKayisewillbesleepingover,



thenshetoldussheiswithMphikeleli.

Me:whatdidshesay?

Kayise:shesaysbackroom sexonaspongewith

ratsrunningaroundisthebomb.

Ichuckleaswell.Idon'tunderstandherandhaving

sexwithstrangersbutIwillnotjudgeheronebit.As

longassheissafe.

Me:thathaMphiks.

Kayise:heshouldhavesuckedinbedbabecozPearl

isgoingtoholdontohim untilhestartscatching

feelingsthenshe'sgoingtodrophim.

Me:whyisshesoafraidofcommitment?

Kayise:she'sbeenhurtyouknow.PlusIjustlearned

thatshehadathingwithDabulamanzi.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutthatSonofabitch.

Shegaspsforairandlooksupatme.

Kayise:Choco!Younevertalklikethisbabe.Bythe

wayyouaregoingtohavetolistencozI'm giving



youhotgossiphere.

Ohboyit'sgoingtobeonehellofamorningwithall

thegossiping.Onceshestartsshedoesn'tfinishbut

Iloveherasslikethat.

______________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Myappetiteisbackwithabangandthismorning

maShangewokeuptocookmeeverythingIwas

cravingfor.Sourmabeleporridge,shemademe

coffeeandIhaditwithpeanutbutterandjam

sandwich.NowIam watchinghermakeaheavy

Englishbreakfast,itsmellsgreatalreadyandI

cannotwaittofinishitallandgoliedown.Istillneed

toregainbothmystrengthandweight.Butwithhow

HlengiisfeedingmeIknowIwillbebacktomyold

bodyinnotime...

Hlengiwe:whydidn'tyoutellme?

SheasksandIfurrowmyforeheadinconfusion.



Me:tellyouwhatmaShange?

Shehavesasighandlooksatme.

Hlengiwe:tellmethatyourancestorswantedyouto

takemeasawife?

Iclosemyeyes.Iwashopingthatwedon'tvisitthis

conversation,atleastnotuntilIhavetheaffairsof

myhouseinorder.

Me:maShange,Iam notamanwhobelievesin

polygamy.OnceIloveapersonIlovecompletely.IfI

hadtakenyouwithLiyanastillinthepictureyou

wouldn'thavebeenhappytrustme.Ilovedthat

womanandIwouldn'thurtherlikethatandI

wouldn'thurtyoutoo.

Sheisfiddlingwithherfingers.

Me:maShangeIalsodidn'ttellyoubecausethe

samenightIslepthereatyourhouseandnotmy

palaceIfoundpeacewithyou.IwasscaredthatI

wasallowingmyselftobecomethemanIvowed

nevertobe.

Hlengiwe:whatdoesthatmean?



Sheaskswithtearsglowinginhereyes.

Hlengiwe:itmeanswearebothgoingthroughso

muchrightnow.Weneedtohelpeachotherheal

from thehurtcausedbyLiyana.ItmeansIam

askingyoutogivemesometimetogetmyhousein

orderandonceI'vedonethatwecansitdownand

laydownournakedtruth.

Sheswallowsandnods.

Aknockcomesthroughbeforeshecansayanything

tomeandIwishwhoevercanjustdisappear.

Makhosi:sanibonaniekhaya.

Hesaysfrom thedoorandIlookback.

Me:sawubona.

Hlengiwe:youarewelcomebaba.CanImakeyoua

cupoftea?Iam makingBhekisomethingtoeat,I'll

addyourplate.

Hesmilesatthisgenerouswoman.

Makhosi:thankyouHlengiwe.Afterourmealwe

needtoheadtothepalace.



Relieffloodsthroughme,Ihavebeenwaitingformy

ancestorstosayit'sokayformetoshowface.I

wanttoseemydaughtersosheknowsthatIam

awakeanddoingfinethendealwiththatwitchI

madeaQueenonlyforhertobetrayme,myloveand

trust.Ican'tbelieveshesoldmetothedevil,she

soldmydaughter'ssoulandtiedittoevilbanished

from earthallthoseyearsago...

Me:that'sgoodnews,Ineedtodealwiththisonce

andforall.

Makhosi:let'sdealwiththisslowlyandallowthe

ancestorstoleadthisbattle.

Me:definitelybutpleaseallowmetodealwiththat

womanonmyown,askmyforefatherstograntme

theopportunitytomakeherpayforeverythingshe

didtomeandthiskingdom.

Makhosi:let'seatandleavetofaceevilintheeye.

___________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

Iam happy,contentandeverythinginbetween.Iam

justhappythatmyboyfriendandImanagedtofix

things,orratherthathehadtogivememindblowing

sexformetocomedownandlistentowhathehad

tosayandhearit.ItmadesenseandIknowhe

wouldn'tlietomehenceIjustforgavemeonthe

spot.Someonemightcallmestupidfornotmaking

him sweatbutwhatgoodwillthatdoforme

becauseImissedhim,Imissedhim morethan

anything.Playinghardtogetwouldonlyhurtme,so

whytorturemyselfwhenIknowIwasgoingtogo

backtohim anyway...

HeiswatchingmeintenselyasIdrymyupperbody,

hepouredmewaterinabathingdishsoIcan

freshenupandheadbackhome.AsmuchasI

wantedtostayherewithhim andhavemoresexI

knewIhadtogoandgivemyfriendsometimetoo,

afterallshecameallthewayhereformeandended



upfindingasexpartnerinpoorMphikeleli.Istepin

thedishandbenddown,myassinhisface,he

gaspsforairandIam pleasedwithmyself...

Bukhosi:youcanseducemeallyouwantbutIam

notgivingyouanything.Mydickisgonnafalloff

from allthesexwehavebeenhavingsince

yesterday.

Ilaugh.

Me:Iam sogreedymypoorvaginaisgoingthrough

themostbutstillIwantmore.

Bukhosi:addictedhuh?

Ibitemylowerlipandlookbackathim.

Me:toomuchmylove.

HeispleasedwithhimselfandIam gladthatheis

gainingconfidenceinhisskillsinbedandhetrusts

himselftoknowthathecansatisfyme.Isawhim

lastnightwhenhewasturningmeineverydirection,

Iwasworriedthatsomeonewasschoolinghim but



heshowedmethatheboughtabooktitled"sexfor

dummies"alsohisfriendBantuhasbeenschooling

him alittleinthatdepartmentandofcoursethelikes

ofMiaKhalifashowedhim athingortwo...

Heisholdingontome,givingmethislast

passionatekissbeforeIleaveandseehim

tomorrowafterhecomesbackfrom thefarm.He

checksthecoastandwhenhesaysit'sclear,Ihead

outthedoorhopinghismom doesn'tpopupfrom

somewherebecauseitwouldbesoawkwardjesus.

ThereweretimeslastnightIhadforgottenthatwe

areinthesamehouseashismom andIscreamed

louderthanIhadto.OfcourseChocodidn'tstopme,

heappreciatestheloudmoansandscreams

becausetheyfuelhim up.Heopensthedoorforme

andIhopinandputthekeyintheignition...

Bukhosi:callmewhenyougethomelove.

Me:willdobabe.Iloveyou.

Bukhosi:Iloveyoutoosweetheart.



Istarttheengineanddriveoutoftheyardashe

comestofixthegate,hehadtobeumakhenikhalast

nightsotheSUVcangetintheyard.Iblowhim a

kissanddriveawaywithElvisPresley's-Ican'thelp

fallinginlove-playinginthecar,thisisoneofmy

favoritelovesongsofalltimesanditspeakstowhat

IfeelforBukhosi.

IgettothepalaceandPearlisstandingatthegate

withMphikeleli,theyaresuperloveydovey,lookslike

theyjustarrivedfrom Mphikeleli'shouse.Asmuch

asIrespectmybestfriendswishesIcan'thave

them doingthisrightattheentranceofa

respectableplacelikemyfather'spalace.Irollmy

windowdownandtheydetachandlookatme.

Me:friendcanyounotdothisinfrontofthegate.

Theeldersofcouncilmightseeyouandmakeit

seem likeIcan'tleadthiskingdom.

Pearl:Iam sorrybabe,Igotcarriedaway.

Mphikeleli:sincereapologiesmyprincess,Ishould



haveknownbetter.

Pearl:beforeyouparkcanyoudrivemetotheshops?

Ididn'ttakemycaryesterdayjustwantedtoexplore

thisplaceonmyfeet.

Eish,Iwantedtocheckonmymom butIcanquickly

drivethereandbebacktogivehersometimeand

findouthowsheisholdingup.

Me:okayhopin.

Pearl:I'llcallyoulater.

Shesaystohim andgetsinthecar.

___________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Ihavebeentakingcountlessbathstotryandget

clean,Ican'tbelieveIdidsomethingsofilthy,I

cheatedonmyhusbandwithamanthatismarried

tomydaughter.WhatkindofpersonhaveIbecome?

WhatselfrespectingwomanwhoisaQueensteps

outofhermarriagewhileherhusbandismissing?I

am sodisgustedwithmyselfIwon'tlie.Ican'teven



sleeponmymatrimonialbedasitisareminderof

whatIdidtherewithDabulamanzi,Iam justgladI

haven'tseeneitherhim normydaughtersinceit

happened...

Iam inthekitchentomakemyselfsomethingtoeat,

thisisthefirsttimeIam inanyotherroom thatis

notmybedroom andbathroom.Iam ashamedso

it'sgoingtobedifficultformetofacemydaughter

andDabulaespeciallyafterheinsultedme.IfIcould,

IwouldgetridofDabulamanziandeveryone

alongsideeverythingthatislinkedtohim.Ijustwant

myfamilyback,IwanttheeasygoingbeautifullifeI

hadbeforeheshoweduptocashin...

IfinishcookingmybaconandIdishitoutandtakea

bottleofwaterfrom thefridge.AsI'm headedback

tomybedroom thekitchendooropensandIwantto

runbutcuriositymakesmelookback.Myheart

dropsintomystomachasIlaymyeyesonmy

husband,helookslikeashadowofhisoldselfbutI



don'tcareaboutthat.Allthatmattersisthatheis

awake.Hlengiwe,makhosiandanotherladyIdonot

knowwalkin.Thesightofthem makesmeirritated,I

shouldhaveknownthattheevilsangomaknew

wheremyhusbandis,ofcoursehewouldshiphim

offtothewomanhisdamnancestorswanthim to

marry.Tearsarestreamingdownmyfaceasguilt

consumesme,heisbacktofindingmetaintedfrom

commitingadultery...

Me:Bheki!

Myvoiceissolow.Iplacetheplateandbottleof

wateronthekitchenisland.Myhusbandislooking

atmewithdeadeyes,hisexpressionscreams"Ihate

youLiyana".Iam gettinganxiousrightnow,whyare

theyalllookingatmelikethedevil?Iswallowand

makemywaytomyhusbandandbeforeIcanhold

ontohim hepushesmeroughlydownandIfallhard

screamingalittle.

Me:Bhekumbuso!

Icryshockedoutofmymind.Hespitsonmeand



tearsfallfrom hiseyes.

Bheki:IhateyouLiyana.Ihateyousomuch.

Igaspforair.

Me:whatiswrongsthandwasami.

Heformsafistandbeforeitlandsonmyface

Hlengiweholdshim back.

Hlengiwe:Don'tMtimande,thisisnotthepersonyou

are.Don'tallowhertochangeevenyourcharacter.

Bheki:Ican'tstandseeingher.

Hlengiwe:Iknow.

Me:whatisgoingon?

Myheartisracing,IhaveanideabutIdon'twantto

believethatitwouldhappen.Dabulahaspromised

toalwaysprotectme,wherecouldhebe?Whydid

Manzinotseethiscoming?

Bheki:thefactthatyouwanttocontinuecrying

thosecrocodiletearsandpretendinglikeyouarenot

awitchmakesmehateyouevenmore.

Me:sthandwasami.



Heshakeshishead.

Bheki:whyLiyana?WhywouldyousellmyKingdom

outtothedevil?Whywouldyoutiemydaughter

downtoadeityofamanwhowasbanishedtothe

waterbecauseofhisevilways?

Iclosemyeyes,mybiggestfearisfinallyhappening.

Ican'tsayanything,thehugedrylumponmythroat

ismakingithardformetodefendmyself.Howdid

heevenknow?TheonlythingImanagetodois

shakemyhead.

Dabula:ohBheki,youarebackfrom thedead?

HesayswalkinginwithManzi.

Bheki:youdevil!Iam goingtodealwithyou.

Hechuckles.

Dabula:aweaklinglikeyou?Dealwiththegreatest

spiritlikemyself?Continuedreaming.

Me:Dabulamanzishutup.

Dabula:Itoldyoucountlesstimestowatchyour

mouthwhenaddressingme.



Bheki:ifyouthinkyouaregoingtotakeovermy

daughterandmythronethenyoudon'tknowme.

Manzi:yourdaughter'ssoulbelongstous,wecan

killherifwewant,wecantrapherunderthewater

butwechosetokeepherandmakeheraQueen.

Bheki:overmydeadbody.Takeyourwitchhereand

makeheryourqueennotNtombiZamaNgwenya.

Hesayspointingtome,Ijustcrylouder.Ican't

believeIfindmyselfinthismess.

Dabula:thingisyoudon'thaveachoice.Crownme

KingandyourdaughtermyQueen.Thisthronenever

belongedtotheNgwenya's,itwasstolenfrom me.If

youdon'tdothisIswearIwillcausehavocinthis

village.Twodays,that'sallyouhavetostepdown

andgiveyourpreciousdaughterandIthekingdom.

Don'tthinkaboutdoinganythingstupidbecauseI

willknowveryquick.

Bheki:doyouseethekindofevilyoubroughthere

Liyana?

Heasksandmyheartisaching.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER47

___________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mydayisdullnow,Iwishshedidn'thavetoleave

butthenagainshehasaguestandshealsohasto

bearoundforhermom.Meandherhaveforever

togethersothisisasmallpricetopay.Plus,Iwill

seeherforafewhourseverydayduringtheweek

andhaveheralltomyselfonweekendslikewehave

agreed...

Iam ecstaticnolies,lifenowisgoingbackto

exactlyhowIhadalwaysdreamed.Ihavethebest

woman,mymother'shealthhasimprovedandmy

businesswillstartbringinginseriousmoney.If

someonehadtoldmeayearagothatIam goingto

dateaprincesswhoisgoingtobeaQueenandthat

shewilllovemesomuch,Iwouldhavelaughedin



theperson'sface.GirlslikeZamaNgwenyadon'tlook

atguyslikemebutseewhatlovedidwithus...

IwalkintotheloungeafterIspendaboutthirty

minutesinmyroom,sniffingthepillowshewas

usingandthesheetswhereherjuicespoured.Iam

obsessedwithherscentandnowthatIam gradually

gettingmygrooveinthesexdepartment,thenext

stepisformetotalktoheraboutpracticingoralsex.

Iwanttogiveherpleasureineverywaypossible,I

don'twantherlackinginanyway...

Ithinkweallalreadyknowwhatmymotheris

watching,I'm notevengoingtostartanythingwith

her.Iam inaverygoodmoodtoevencareabout

whatsheismakinguswatch.Isettleonthecouch

andrelaxmyleftankleonmyrightknee.Ishould

havepouredmyselfaglassofwaterheybutthis

positionissocomfortable,gettingupisn'tan

option...



Mama:hassheleft?

SheasksandIdon'tevenlookather.

Me:yesabout40minutesago.

Mama:andshecouldn'tsaygoodbye.

Me:wethoughtyouwereasleep.

Mama:Isee.

Me:thanksagainmama,wearegoodnow.Wefixed

thingsandwepromisednevertogothroughthat

again.

Mama:Iam happytohearthatson.YouknowIlove

theprincessforyou,shemakesyouhappyand

bringsoutthebestversionofyourself.

Ismile,hearingthatmamaapprovesofmygirlfriend

andsupportsusallthewaybringsmepeace.It

wouldbedevastatingifthetwomostimportant

womaninmylifedidn'tgetalong.

Me:that's100percenttrue.

Mama:sotellme.

Me:yessisPhindile?



Mama:didyoubuyacat?Itcriedalmosttheentire

night.

Ichokeonmyownsaliva,Iknowwhatsheistalking

about.Weforgotafewtimesthatshewasinthe

houseandKayise'smoanswenthigher,Ifeedon

thatreactionitfuelsmeuptoperform atmybestso

Icouldn'tgagher.

Me:eishO'lady.

Mama:Iam notgoingtogiveaspeechbaba.Itwas

boundtohappenbutcanyoutwoprotectmyears

lana?

Me:I'm sorrymama.

Mama:alsorememberthatsheisaprincess,she

can'tbepregnantoutofwedlockBukhosi.

Iclosemyeyesrememberingthatwedidn'tusea

condom,notevenonce.OntheotherhandIwasn't

pullingoutforshit,shetookeachloadofmyseed

deepinsideofher.

Me:Iknowmama.

Ijustsaytomakeherrelaxbutwoulditbesucha



badideafortheloveofmylifetocarryourbaby?

___________________________________________

•DABULAMANZIKHUMALO/CEBEKHULU

Ihavethem exactlywhereIwantthem,nonofthem

couldseeIwasbluffingortheycouldhavecalledme

outonit.Theyarestillstupid,evenwhenthere'sno

darkmagicmanipulatingthem.Iwonderif

BhekumbusoisreallyadescendantofNgwenyathe

first.Heissoslowandoblivioustomanythings,he

shouldbeassharpashisforefatherwhomanaged

tooverthrowmefrom mythroneandtakeitover.

Butthisonehereisjustaweaklingofsomesort...

Wejustgotbacktotheshrineanddoesn'titfeel

goodtonothidewhoIreallyam?Havingtopretend

tobethisvesselwasgettingtomeandtruthbetold,

Iwasstartingtolivelifeonthe"normal".Atleast

realitykickedinandthosefoolswillgivemeexactly

whatIwant.Theymightalltryfightitbut

Bhekumbusowon't,heloveshisdaughtersomuch



andIthreatenedtodoawaywithherifhedoesn't

givemebackwhatrightfullybelongstome.Heonly

hasonechild,onethatwillmakesurehisbloodline

doesn'tdiesoitwouldbemuchbettertohaveher

alive,evenifitmeansalivewithabadmanlike

myself-ofcourseIam abadmanintheireyes-...

Manzi:areyousurethisisgoingtowork?

Me:didtheyseem liketheyknowIam powerless?

Iaskannoyed.

Manzi:nomkhulu.

Istandupandstandrightinfrontofhim withmy

jawsclenchedandeyesnarrowed.

Me:yiningathiungabazaamandlaam?

Manzi:Iwouldnevermkhulu,Irespectyoukakhulu

butrememberrightnowyoudonothavethosesaid

powers,theyarewillawoman.

Heremindsmeyetagain.

Me:IknowthatManzi,Iknow.Youdon'tneedto



remindmeallthedamntime.

Manzi:sayintwodaysNgwenyagivesusthethrone

back,thenwhat?Howwillwerulewithoutseeing

whatishappeningaroundusorwithinus?Likeitor

notrightnowthebothofusaretoothlessdogs.Siya

khonkhothanjeasinamazinyo.

Me:Ihavealwaysbeenthegreatest,don'tdoubtme

now.Weneedanyangatoworkwithusinbringing

backmypower.

Manzi:Ihearyoumkhulu.

Me:good,nowrightnowjustbeexcitedthatyouwill

becomeacrownedprinceofthisgreatvillage.

HesmilesandnodsbutIcanstillseesome

reservationsinhiseyes.

Me:inthemeantimegoandcontinuetheblood

sacrificesforourgods,maybetheywillfinallygivein.

Hebowstomeandheadsbacktothendomba.

___________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

HaoweMa,Pearlisaspecialcaseguys.Ihavebeen

withmyboyfriendforawhilenowbutwhatsheand

Mphikelelididinonenightshockedme.Ithinkthis

oneshouldreallyattendSexAddictsAnonymous

becausewow,Iam notjudgingherandIneverhave

butI'vealwayswonderedifitdoesfillupthevoid

shefeels.Runningawayfrom lovewon'tgetridof

thelonelinessandpainshehaseverfelt,usingman

thewaytheyhaveusedherinthepastwon'thealher.

Ihavetriedcountlesstimestalkingtoheraboutit,

andremindingherthateachguyshesleepswith

exchangessoulswithherbutPearljustlaughedand

calledmeDr.Phil...

IguessIshouldjustbethereforherandhopethat

shealwaysengagesinsafesexuntilsheisready

enoughtodealwithherdemonsheadon.Likeitor

notPearlsissuesdidn'tstartwithmanwholiedto

heraboutlookingforlovewhentheyonlywantedto



sleepwithherandpass.Ifeelit'stoodeepandI

can'tputafingertoitbecauseshehardlyeverwants

totalkaboutherfamilyandrelatives...

Wegethomefrom theshopandthere'sacarIdo

notrecognizeinthedriveway,hopefullyit'snotone

oftheKings'from theRoyalcouncil,thoseoldman

justannoymeforreal.Theirpatriarchalwaysrubs

meoffthewrongway,he'sprobablyheretocheckif

theFEMALEREGENThasn'tburneddownthevillage

totheground.Iftheystoppedforaminuteandgave

meachancetheirvillageswouldcomeclosetothis

onebecauseIam thebrainsbehindeighty

percentageofeveryprojectthathappenedinthis

village...

Webothclimboutofthecarandheadtothehouse,

soonasIstepfootinsideitfeelscoldanddead.This

placeneedsapickmeup,thedarkcloudhangingon

ourheadsisjusttookmuchtodealwith.Iwalkfirst

intheloungeandmyeyeslandonhim,hedoesn't



looklikehimselfbutIstillseemyheroand

everythingagirlseeswhentheylookattheirdad.My

heartjusthaspeacenow,Idon'tevenwanttoknow

ifIam dreamingornot.Hegetsupandopenshis

armsforme,withtearsstreamingdownmyfaceI

slowlywalktowardsmyfatherandplacemyheadon

hischest,circlingmyarmsaroundhim tightly...

Me:baba.

Itcomesoutinawhisper.

Baba:Ntombikayise,it'smemybaby.Iam back.

Iletoutapiercingcryandherubsmyback.

Me:Don'teverscaremelikethisplease.Iwas

runningoutofmymind.

Baba:Iam verysorrysthandwasami.

Iletgoofhim andcaresshisface.

Me:it'sreallyyouright?Andyouarefine?

Henodswithasmile.

Baba:it'smemybabyjustmyslenderversion.



Iburstoutlaughingandhewipesmytears.

Me:IloveyousomuchBheki.

Baba:myheartinhumanform.

HesaysandIkisshischeek.

Me:didMamaseeyou?Shehasbeengoingoutof

hermind.

HisfacefallsandIseepainflashacrosshiseyes.

Me:baba?Iseverythingokay?

Heshakeshisheadandtucksthestrandofhair

behindmyear.

Baba:wheredoIevenbegintohurtyou.

Myheartstartspoundingagainstmychest.

Me:what'sgoingon?IsuMaokay?

Hehelpsmesitdownandkneelsinfrontofme.Iam

abouttoshitmypantsatthismoment.Everyonein

theroom islookingatmepitifully.

Baba:everythingIam goingtosaytoyourightnow

isallonyourmom,ithasabsolutelynothingtodo



withme,youoranyoneforthatmatter.Sheisthe

onewhodidallofthis.

HesaysandIam alreadycryingRiverJordan.

Myfathertellsmethemostshockingthingsandmy

heartisinshambles,heistakingbreaksinbetween

toallowmegraspeverypieceofinformationbut

onceheisdonetalkingIam stillhavingahardtime

makingsenseofitall.

Me:tellmethisisaliebaba.

Baba:Iwishsomeonecouldtellmethesamething

toobabybutit'strue,shedidallofit.

Me:whereisshe?

Hecloseshiseyes.

Baba:thematterisspiritualbaby,wecantakeherto

thepolicebuttheywillbeforcedtoreleasehercoz

ofthelackofevidence.

Me:Don'ttellmeyouallowedhertoleave,sheneeds

toexplaintoeachandeveryoneofuswhyshedidit

baba.Shehastopayfortheevilshehasbeenupto

foralltheseyears.



Baba:noIdidn'tallowherleave.Sheistiedupinthe

backofthehouseuntiltheroom shewillbekeptin

isready.Weneedtowaitontheancestorstotellus

whatweshoulddo.

Ijustgetupfrom thecouchandheadtothebackof

thehouse.Heronelegistiedtoatree,aguardis

standingbythecornerwatchinghereverymove.She

issobbingpainfullyandasmuchasshebetrayedus

Ifeelherpain.SheisstillmymotherandIam

justifiedtofeelthisway.Isitdownnexttoherand

shelooksupatmebutquicklylooksaway.

Me:whymamawhy?

Myvoiceisshaking.

Liyana:Iam sosorryKayise,Ijustwantedtohavea

family.

Me:andyouthoughtthiswasthewaytogoonabout

it?GivingmeofftomarryanevilspiritevenbeforeI

wasbornnorconceived?Didyouthinkthings

throughoryoujustwantedtobeaQueenand

nothingelsemattered.

Liyana:everythingIeverdidhasagoodreason.



Me:reason?Whatwasyourreasonforsacrificing

innocentgirls?

Shegaspsandshakesherhead.

Liyana:IwillnottellyouthatKayise.

Me:youhavehurtusma,youdestroyedusandI

don'tthinkIwilleverforgivenorlookatyouthe

sameway.

Istandup.

Liyana:IwanttomakethingsrightNtombikayise.

Me:youonlyfeelthiswaybecauseyouarecaught.

WiththatsaidIleavehertherewithmypoorheart

takingstrain.Whodoesthistotheirownfamily?The

fruitofyourwomb?

___________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Kayiseisshaken,shecouldn'tbelievethather

mothercouldbethatevil.Thispersonishermother,

thesameoneshewasexpectingshieldfrom allbad



things,protectorfrom evilpeoplebutlearningsheis

exactlywhatshewassupposedtobeshieldedfrom

iswhathurtsher.Liyanawasgoingtowatchand

allowmydaughtergetmarriedtoanevilspiritthat

wasbanishedforhisevilways.Whatmadeher

believethatmyKayisewouldbesafewithhim?

Hlengiwemanagedtogivehersugarwaterand

somepillstoknockheroutforafewhoursbecause

shewashysterical.Weneededtosedatehersoshe

cancalm down,mydaughter'ssanitymeans

everythingtomeandIwillprotectitalways.Wejust

hadacupofteaandnowweareheadedtothe

ancestralroom hereatthepalace.Makhosiwentin

therefirsttopurifythespaceandsummonthe

ancestors...

Weleaveourshoesattheentranceandgetinside,

Hlengiweandherpastorarewithme.Iappreciate

thattheyareseeingthisthrougheventhoughtheir

religionmakesthem nottobelieveinthedead.But



theyhaveseenhowthetoomix,theancestorsare

vesselsthatconnectustoGod.Weallsettledown

onthestrawmat,impephoisburning,thecandles

areon,differentcoloredcandles...

Makhosi:Cebekhulugaveus2days.

That'sthefirstthinghesaysaswearecomfortably

settled.

Me:whatdowedo?

Makhosi:Iseesomanythings,theydonotmake

senseasyethenceIam planningonstayinginthis

ndombauntilIdo.

Me:whataresomeofthethingsyousee?

Makhosi:twooptionsyouhavetochoosefrom.

Me:andtheyare?

Makhosi:givethem thethronewithyourdaughter

andstandbytowatchhim doashepleases.

Me:thatisnotevenanoption.Iwouldratherdie

thanallowmychildtobewiththatdevil.



Makhosi:thenyouwillhavetostepdownfrom the

throneandgiveittothenextfamilyinline,whichis

MenziShezi'sfamily.WiththatDabulawon'thave

anyreasontowanttobewithNtombiZamaNgwenya

becauseshewillnowbeacommoner.

Igaspforair,giveupmyforefathersthrone?Menzi

isnotanidealpersontoobutheisthebetterdevil.

Hlengiwe:sorryforspeakingoutofterm butBheki

theKingdom needsyou,isn'tthereanyotherway?

Thepeoplewillnottrustanyonewhoisnotyouor

doesn'tcomefrom you.

Makhosi:IwishthewasmaShangebuttheisn't.It's

oneofthetwo.

Me:theisn'tadebatethen.Iwillstepdownandgive

thethronetoMenzi.Thethroneisjustabench

coveredinvelvet,itmeansnothingtomecompared

tomydaughter'shappiness,sanityandfreedom.I

wouldratherbeacommonerinalandIonceledasa

King,thantositbackandwatchmyheartinhuman

form marryaspiritjustbecauseIwanttoholdonto

powerandfame.



Makhosi:I'veheardyounkosiyami.

Me:weshouldjustpraythatMenzidoesn'tusethis

positiontobetterhimselfandforgetaboutthe

people.

Hlengiwe:Bhekumbusoyouareagreatmanandan

amazingfather.Godblessyourheart.

SheclaspsmyhandandIsmileather.

Makhosi:indeedheis.Remembernkosiyami,

everythingishappeningasitshould.Theancestors

justrequestedmetopassonthismessagetoyou.

Me:thokoza.

__________________________________________

Noedits.
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•KAYISENGWENYA

Iseriouslycouldn'tbelievemymom woulddothis,

howdidsheevensleepatnightknowingthatshe

killedinnocentgirlsfortheevilsheisapartof?She

criedhystericallywhenauntNonhlediedknowing

verywellthatshewasresponsibleforit.Idon'teven

wanttotouchonthefactthatshegavemeawayto

anevildeitylongbeforeIwasborn.Myownmother

watchedmeandmyfatheraswellasthewhole

communityrunaroundlikeheadlesschickenswith

thefearoftheunknown,whileshewasthegreen

snakeinthegreengrass.Mamahurtmesobad,she

brokemyheartandnowIdon'tfeelbadaboutbeing

closertomydadthanher.Iguesstheuniversewas

protectingmefrom thehurtIwouldhavefeltifIwas

attachedtoherthanbaba...



YesterdayafterIwokeupmyfathertoldmethat

Pearlhadlefttogiveusspace,Icalledherlateron

andshehadarrivedsafelyinJohannesburg.Ifeel

badthatherminivacationendedabruptly,butit

wouldn'thavebeenthesamecozthenewest

informationjustshookeveryoneofus.Babahasn't

beenhimself,hehasbeenclosedupinhisstudy

sinceyesterdayevening,Itriedtalkingtohim about

itbuthejustheldmelikealittlebabyandgaveme

foreheadkissesassuringmethatwewillbeokay...

Iknowwewillgetthroughitall,solongasIhavemy

boyfriendandmyfatherbymyside,LordknowsIam

gratefulthatBukhosiandIareinabetterplacenow.

Iwouldhavediedamilliondeathsgoingthroughthe

painofnotbeingwithhim andmymother'sbetrayal.

Oneofthemaidscametoinform methattheelders

requestmypresence.Ifinishdressingup

appropriatelyandmovetothethroneroom tomeet

withthem,myfatherissittingonhischair,makhosi

alongwithmam'Hlengiweandthepastorladyare

sittingonthesinglecouches.Itakeaseatnextto



myfatherandhetakesmyhandandkissesmy

knuckles...

Me:iseverythingokay?

Baba:wearegoingtobeokaysthandwasami,I

promiseyou.

Me:Iknowbaba.AslongasIhaveyou.

Baba:Ihavesomethingtotellyou,it'sshockingbut

it'stheonlywaytosaveyoufrom thatevildeity.

Hesaysandthesadnesslacedinhisvoicehaunts

meimmediately.

Me:whatisitbaba?tellmesowedealwithit

together.

Makhosi:beforeweproceed,letmefreeyoufrom

everyholdofDabulamanzi.

Hecomestomeandremovestheringmymother

hadgivenmeclaimingitbelongedtoherown

mother.

Makhosi:withthisring,yourmarriagetothatdevil



wassealedandrecognizedbythekingdom of

darkness.

Idropmytears,allbecauseofmymother.Nowall

thedreamsIalwayshadmakesense,nowI

understandwhymyexboyfrienddumpedmeby

claimingthataspiritwastormentinghim andtelling

him tostayawayfrom it'swife.Ihavealwaysfelt

andknewthetruthbutitwashardformeto

understanditall.

Makhosi:Iwillgetridofit.

Me:Iwillnotbemarriedtohim atall?

Makhosi:worrynotchild.

Inodandlookatmyfatherwholookspainedand

goingthroughthemost.

Baba:Iam steppingdownfrom thisthrone

Ntombikayise,Iam givingthethronetoMenziShezi

andhisfamily.

Iam lookingathim shocked.

Me:what!Why?

Baba:Dabulagavemetwodaystogivehim the



Kingdom andyou,Iwillnotabletodothat.Theonly

waytobreakwhateverbondhehaswithyouistobe

acommoner.WithoutanyRoyalwomantomarryhe

can'thaveaccesstothethrone.

Me:nodaddy,thisthronemeansalottoyou.Plus,

Dabulamightstilltakethisthronebyforce.

Baba:yesitisimportanttomebaby,justnotas

importantasyou.Youaremylife,andIwouldgiveit

allupforyourhappiness.

Iclosemyeyesandsqueezehishand.Iknewmy

fatherlovesmebuttogiveupthisKingdom?That's

allheknows,hisancestorsworkedhardforthis.

Makhosi:hecan'ttakeitbyforce.Wehaveto

coronatehim legallyandplacethestaffofauthority

inhishandsoitdoesn'tburnhim.

Me:butmyfatherandthisthronearethesamething.

Baba:Iam yourfatherbeforeanything

ZamaNgwenya,Iwillleaveitalltoseeyousafe,

healthyandhappy.Yesmypeopleneedmebutthe

bloodofmybloodneedsmemorerightnow.



Me:Iam soblessedtocallyoumyfather

BhekumbusoNgwenya.

Baba:Iam theonewhoisblessedthatyouchose

metofatheryoubaby.TomorrowDabulawillcome

andfindtheshockofhislife.

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ijustgotoffacallwithmygirlfriend,andinaddition

tothemostshockingthingsshetoldmeyesterday

abouthermotherandDabulashe'saddedsome

morejustnow.It'spainfulthattheyhavetogo

throughthisbutwhatisimportantisbreakingher

connectiontothatsonofabitch.Iknewsomething

waswrongwithhim andIwishIcouldbetheoneto

stranglehim todeath,it'sclearnowthathewas

responsibleforiscithothatcausedproblems

betweenKayiseandI...

Ifindmamacookinginthekitchen,itsmellsgreat



butmyappetiteisdown.Kayiseisnotokaysothat

alonemakeseverythingofminegosouth.Weare

onepersonanditwasimpossibletonotfeelthis

way.IpromisedtocometomorrowmorningcozI

feelliketodaysheandherfatherneedeachother

more.Iwillcommunicatewithmyguysatthefarm

toholdthefortformewhileIavailmyselfforKayise

duringthistryingtime...

Mama:pennyforyourthoughts?

Isnapoutofit.

Me:ohIwasjustonthephonewithZamaNgwenya.

Mama:youarenormallyallsmilesaftertalkingto

her,didyoutwofight?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:no,notatall.Butsheisnotokay.

Mama:Ialsowouldn'tbe.Learningthatyourmother

isevilwouldmakeanyonenumb.

Yes,Itoldmymom whatmygirltoldmebecauseI

wasloosingmymindaftershetoldme.Mamaisnot



aloudmouth,whateverIsharewithherwillstay

betweenus.

Me:Iguesssobutlearningthatyouwillnotbe

royaltyanymoremakesitworse.

ShefrownsandIsighheavilybeforeexplaining

everything.

Mama:Menzi?AsinMenziSheziyourdonor?

Iraiseaneyebrow,soheismydonorhuh.

Me:yesmama,hewillbethenewKingofUkuthula.

Sheplacesherhandsontopofherhead.

Mama:ahhhweMa!MenziisevilBukhosi,hewillnot

beagoodKing.

Me:Iknowbutit'sbetterhim thananevilspiritlike

Dabula.

Mama:that'struebutit'sbadnewsforyouandI.He

willgooutofhiswaytomakeourlivesalivinghell.

Me:thesamehellwillrolloverbeforeIletthat

happen.HebetternottrymebecauseIwillmessup

hislifetoo.



Mama:weshouldjustavoidthem,orbetterleave

thiskingdom beforeheiscrowned.

Me:Iam notleavingmyhomeforhim.Iam growing

mybusinessheresoIwillstayuntilIfeelIwantto

upgradenotbecauseofhim.

Mama:wondersshallneverend.Diditreallyhaveto

beMenzi?

Me:heshouldjustbekingandstaythehellaway

from us.

Mama:tellmydaughterinlawngithencese.

Inodandtakermyphonetotexther.

*Iloveyoubabe,andeverythingisgoingtoworkout

forthebest.Igotyourbackalways.Mamasends

herlovetoo*

_________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Idon'tknowwhatisgoingtohappentome,nonof



them havebeenbackheretocheckuponmeandI

wishtheywouldsoIcansincerelyapologiseforall

thepainIam causingandIhavecausedbefore.One

chance,that'sallIhavebeenprayingfortomake

thingsalrightwithmyfamilyandgetridofDabula.

Heusedme,thiswasneveraboutmeandhelping

meout.Iwasameanstoanendandnowthatit's

overforme,hispromisesareoutthewindowtoo...

Iam hurting,Iam goingcrazybutevenwhenItryto

pitymyselfIcan'tbecauseit'sallonme,my

husbandanddaughterhatemeandIhavenooneto

blamebutmyself.AllIcanwishforisthatwithtime

theylearntoforgivemesowecanmoveonfrom

thishorrificpartofourlives.Makhosimakeshis

waytomeandIlookdowninshame,hesettles

downonhisstrawmatandhavesaheavysigh.I

don'tneedhim comingtorubitinmyface...

Makhosi:thefactthatyousleptwiththatspiriton

yourmatrimonialbedmakesmewanttoagreewith



Bhekionthepunishmentthatsuitsyou.

Myheartliterallystopsbeating.Howdidheknow?

DidDabulamanzicometobragsomemoreandbeat

Bhekumbusodown.

Me:how,uhm howdoyouknow?

Makhosi:Iam theeyeoftheGodsLiyana.

SometimeswhenIdon'tsaythingsit'snotbecauseI

don'tknow,it'sbecauseIcan'tbespeakingforthe

sakeofit.Ihavetoputthepuzzletogetherand

makesenseofeverymoveImake.Ihaveahardtask

protectingthisthroneandkingdom.Youandthat

devilmighthaveblindedusforsometypebutwe

cannowsee.

Iswallow.

Me:doesmyhusbandknow?

Iaskwithashakingvoice.

Makhosi:Iwouldn'thurthim morethanyoualready

have.Hecan'tholdontomorehate.

Idropatear,hehatesme?Lordithurtstomysoul.

Thismanlovedmesomuchbutnowheloathesme.



Me:IswearIam sorry.Iwanttomakethingsright.

Makhosi:areyousure?

Inodvigorously

Makhosi:wellDabula'spowersarenowinyour

possession.

HesaysandIlookatthepalm ofmyhandslikeIwill

literallyseethem,helaughsandcontinues.

Makhosi:youarethemostpowerfulevilentityI

knowrightnow.

HetellsandIam shocked.

Me:aren'tyouscaredthatImightusethis

informationagainstyou?

Makhosi:IthoughtaboutitbutthenagainIam

leaningonthefactthatyouhaveseenthatgood

alwaysovercomesevil.Youdidallthiswhenthe

princesswasn'tevenconceivedbutmorethan

twentyyearslaterthetruthisoutintheopen.

Iswallowbecausehejustsaidthetruth.

Me:whatcanIdowiththesepowerstohelpmy



family?

Makhosi:nothingmuchLiyananotunlessyoutake

yourtimetolearnhowtousethem.ButIknowone

thingyoucandowiththem torightsomeofyour

wrongs

Me:whatisit?IwilldoitIpromise.Imadethismess

soIwillfixitall.

Makhosi:welllet'sgettotheancestralroom.

Istandupandwaitfortheguardtocomefreemy

leg.Iam goingtodoanythingtohelpmyfamilyout,

eveniftheydon'tforgivemeimmediately.

___________________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ididn'tsleepawinklastnight,I'm gratefulthat

Hlengiwehasbeenherewithme.Westayedup

mostofthenightandjustspokeabouteverything

thatwecouldthinkabout.Todayisthedayand

everyoneishereintheroom,byeveryoneImean

myself,mydaughter,Hlengiwe,makhosi,thepastor



andmycouncilofeldersincludingMenzi.

Ihavealreadyexplainedeverythingtothem,from

Liyanamakingapactwiththedeviltohim givingme

twodaystomakeadecision.Theyareallshockedto

saytheleastbutitiswhatitis.Theyarediscussing

itamongstthemselvesandIam justlettingthem be,

it'sshockingnewsafterall.

Menzi:sowhathaveyoudecidedon?Areyougoing

togivethatevilspiritthethrone?

Me:ofcoursenotShezi.

Menzi:soyouaregoingtoallowhim killyouronly

daughter?Likeyousaidhethreatenedherlifeifyou

don'tcrownhim.

Sbane:MyfatherdidtellmeofCebekhulu,thesame

wayhisfatherdidwithhim.Wecan'tallowsucha

manbeourKing.

Anothereldersays.

Makhosi:andtheKingwillnogivehim thethrone,



justcalm down.

Me:youwillallknowofmydecisionshortly.

Theygobacktomakinginaudibleconversations

amongstthemselves.Iam nervousIwon'teventry

tohideitbutthisistheonlyway.IlookatHlengiwe

whogivesmeareassuringsmile.Thethroneroom

dooropens,Dabulamanziwalksinwithhisgreat

greatgrandsonfollowingbehindhim.Heissohigh

andmightybuttodaywebothdon'tgetwhatwe

want.

Dabula:haoBhekiyoucalledameetingforme?

Hesayschortling.

Me:theyaretheeldersCebekhulu,theyshouldknow

ofeverydecisionImake.

Henods.

Makhosi:showsomerespectandsitdown.

HecommandsDabulawhojustshakeshishead.

Dabula:theonlychairIam sittingonisthatone.

Hesayspointingtomychair.



Me:it'sokaymakhosi,allowhim be.

Dabula:sowhatdidyoudecideon?

Isighdeeply.

Me:Iwillnotgiveyoumythroneormydaughter.

Dabula:isthissomekindofjoke?IwillkillherI

promiseyou.

Me:ifyouwerestilltiedtoheryes.

Dabula:Manzi!

Heshoutsandtheskinnymancomesfrom behind

him andbows.

Manzi:thesepeoplehavedaredme,wewillshow

them thatIam powerfulandIwilldestroythem all.

ThisismythroneandnoNgwenyawillsitonit.

Me:yes,Iwillnotsitonit,norwillmydaughter.Iam

steppingdownasking.Mycrownandroyaltywillbe

passedontothenextfamilyinline,WichisMenzi

Shezi's.Mydaughterhasnobusinesswithroyaltyso

youcan'tbewithhertobeking,Shewillbea

commonerreallysoon.



Shockisoneveryone'sface,exceptforallthosewho

alreadyknew.

Dabulaisnowpacingupanddown,fumingwith

anger.

Dabula:youcan'tdothat,hecan'trightManzi?He

asksfrantic.PoorManzijuststandstheresaying

nothingwithhiseyescastdown.

Manzi:unfortunatelyhecanMkhulu.

Hescreamsandtriestochargetomebutmakhosi

isupinasecondandblowingwhitepowderinhis

faceandhejustfallsdownunconscious.Manzitries

torunbuttheguardsatthedoorquicklystophim

andMakhosidoesthesametohim.Heinstructsthe

guardstotakethem toancestralroom outside.I

sighandbrushmyforeheadwithmythumb.

Menzi:myKingdidyousaythattofoolhim or?

HeasksandIclosemyeyes.

Me:noit'stheonlywaytosavemydaughterfrom

hisclaws.

Menzi:soIwillbeKing?



Youcan'tmisstheexcitementandshockinhisvoice.

MakesmewonderifImadetherightdecision.

Sbane:comedownMenzi,theKingisgoingthrough

somuchrightnow.What'simportantrightnowisto

makesuretheyareokaybeforeyouwanttojumpon

thethrone.

Me:thankyou.

Menzi:Ididn'tmeantobeinsensitive,Iam just

shockedthat'sall.

Me:it'sfineSheziwecandiscussitonceandforall.

Menzi:whenwillIbecrowned?

Ohwow,he'salreadypowerhungry.

Me:inamonthstimemaybe,Ineedtogetmyaffairs

inorder.

Menzi:andtheplantation?TheRoyalaccount?

Ilookathim andnarrowmyeyes.

Sbane:yohMenzi!Youarealreadyaskingformoney.

Kantiunjanilomuntu.

Hesaysclappingonce.



Me:it'sokay.Theplantationismine,itdoesn't

belongtotheRoyalestate.Istarteditwithmyown

money.HowevertheRoyalaccountwillbehanded

overtoyou,you'llneedfindgoodbusinessventures

forincomestreamsyouwillfollowtomakelife

easierforthepeople.

Menzi:goodenough.

Isitdowntoanswermorequestionshemighthave.

NotonceinmylifedidIeverthinkthethroneofmy

forefatherswillbehandedovertoanotherfamily

whileIam aliveandhaveaprincesstoascendwhen

Iam gone.Myheartisbroken,thisisallIknow.I

wasborninRoyaltyandmyliferevolvedarounditto

thisveryday,butKayiseiseverythingtome.Iwant

tocryandletmypainoutbutnotasyet.

__________________________________________

Noedits

ThischapterwassponsoredbyGrace



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER49

____________________________

•MAKHOSI

Iplacethelidwiththeburningimphephodownand

sitback,adeepsighfollowsandIhearZanemvula

clearherthroat.Wearebothsofrustratedandtired.

IthoughtthiswouldworksoBhekumbusodoesn't

havetostepdownandgivethethronetoaself

centeredbastardlikeMenzi...

Zanemvula:theyarerefusing.

Inod.WeweretryingtoawakenDabula'spowersin

Liyanasoshecantapintothem andbanishthespirit

andpowersofthisevilman,deepinthewater

foreverbutwebothcannotseem todoit.

Zanemvulaisagreatnyangawhoalsohas

knowledgeindarkentitiesandtheirpowers,shealso

hasknowledgeinhowtofightthroughthem and



nowthatsheisfailingIdon'tknowwhatweare

goingtodo.

Zanemvula:wehavebeenatitforalmost2days

now.

Twodaysofbeinginaworldofspiritsandstill

nothingisshowingforit.Withthesepowersstill

existinginsomeoneDabulaandManzicaneasily

findasangomawhowillhelpthem transferehis

spiritintoLiyanaanduseherasavesseljusttouse

hispowers,afterallheistheonewhoknowsexactly

howtousethem.Withthepossibilityofhim getting

backhisdarkpowerswecan'triskallowingBhekito

sitonthethronebecauseDabulamanziwillhavea

wayintothethrone,thatisclaimingKayiseashis

wifeandcausinghavocwhenhecan'tgethisway.

ThisKingdom doesn'tdeservesuchaman,heis

brutalandevil.

Zanemvula:weshouldjusttrusttheancestorsto

savetheKingdom from Menzicozthat'syourother

worry.



Me:IwasjusthopingthatIcandothisforBheki,he

isagreatKing.Heputstheneedsofthepeople

beforehisown.Heisn'tselfishandhedeservesto

sitonthatthroneandleadthiskingdom untilhis

forefathersrememberhim.

Zanemvula:Iunderstandbutsometimeswecan't

havewhatwewant.

Me:Ijusthatefeelinguseless,sincethiswholething

startedIhavedonenothingtohelp.

Zanemvula:it'snaturaltofeelthatwaybutyoucan't

changefate.You'vedoneyourbestconsideringthe

situation.

Inod.

Me:Iguesswecanalljusthopeforthebest.Bekhi

willstepdownandDabulawillnothaveawayto

enterthepalaceandclaim thethronebecausehis

evilwayshavebeenexposed.Menzihastwoboys

onlysoitwillbehardforDabulatomanipulatehis

wayinagainusingagirlchildinthatfamily.

Zanemvula:wejusthavetoworkonfreeingthe

vesselandallowinghim tolivehislifewithoutbeing



attachedtoaspirit.Wewillconsulttheancestorson

whattodowithManziandtheKingwilljustgivea

verdictonhiswife.

Me:andDabulawillroam aroundtheearthjustlike

millionsofspirits.WiththeriskofinvadingLiyanato

gethispowersofcourse.

Zanemvula:Iguessthatwillbeherpunishment,to

betormentedbyaspiritshebroughtbacktolife.So

longasKayiseisnotasuccessorDabulawillnot

haveawayintoRoyalty.

Me:Iguessthat'shalfavictory.Iam justgladIdidn't

tellBhekumbusoaboutourattempttogetridofthis

man,thatwouldhavegivenhim hope,falsehope.

Isaylookingatthethreeunconsciousbodies,Liyana

withtheevilDabulaandManzi.

Zanemvula:Iam sorry.Itwillworkoutintheend.

Hlalaedlozini.

______________________________________________



•HLENGIWESHANGE

Icouldn'tbringmyselfintoleavingBhekumbusoand

Kayiseallaloneaftereverythingthathashappened,I

alsocouldn'tstomachleavingandgoingtobeall

aloneatmyhouseandcryingoverZonke.Ifeellike

theyaretheonlytwopeoplewhounderstandwhatI

am goingthroughbecausetheyarealsothevictims

ofthesamepeopleandtheirevilways...

It'salittlehardIwon'tlie,Idon'tknowwhattosayto

makethem feelbetter.Thelifetheyhavealways

knownisgoingtobetakenawayfrom them andas

muchaswearehappythatthedemonDabulawill

nothaveanyholdoverKayisenorthisthrone,itstill

hurtstoseethem havingtogiveitallup...

IjustfinishedpreparinglunchandIaskedthemaids

totaketwoplatestotheancestralroom where

Makhosiandanothersangomaareworking.They

haven'treallyexplainedanythingbutIknowbetter



thantoasktoomanyquestionsnow,whatweare

dealingwithisbeyondmostofusandallwecan

reallydoishopeforthebest...

Iam sittingaroundthetablewithbothfatherand

daughterandifitwereuptothem Iswearthey

wouldskipallthemeals.Buttheyneedtokeeptheir

strengthupinordertofigureouttheirnextmove,my

mindhasbeenlingeringonathoughtandIknowit's

adowngradetowhattheyknowbutitwillbeone

lessthingtoworryabout...

Me:uhm-uhm

Iclearmythroatandtheybothlookupfrom their

platestome.

Me:Iam sorryifthisistoosoonbutwheretofrom

here?

Theylookateachotherandthenbacktome.It'slike

theyareconfusedbymyquestionorthisisthefirst

timetheyarehearingaquestiontheybothhavebeen



tryingtoavoid.

Kayise:wellmama,IthinkIwillworkatthe

plantationfulltimenow.Plus,thefactoryprojectwill

bethebestdistraction.

Ijustnodandlookatherfather,whoshrugshis

shoulderandsighsdeeply.

Bheki:inallhonestymaShangeIdon'tknow.Idon't

evenhavethewillpowerasitis.

Icanfeelthesadnessinhisvoiceanditleavesmy

heartbreaking.HowdogoodpeoplelikeBhekiand

hisdaughterfacesuchapainfulsituation.

Me:Iwishtherewassomethingwecoulddotosave

yourthroneandkeepintheNgwenyafamily.

Bheki:IwishforthesamethingbutkeIcan'triskmy

daughter'sfreedom andhappiness.

Kayise:Iam sorrybaba.

Shesayswithashakingvoiceandtearsalready

wellingupinhereyes.Herfatherclaspsherhand

andbringsthem uptohisfacetokissherknuckles.

Bheki:youaremylifeNtombikayisesonever



apologizeforthis.It'snotyourfaultmybaby.

Shenodsandheuseshisfreehandtowipehertears.

Me:Iknowyouaregoingtohavetomoveoutsoon,I

washopingthatyoubothcanmoveinwithmewhile

yougetyourthingstogether.

Bheki:Hlengi...Iam

Heishesitating.

Me:Iknowit'snotmuchbutatleastyouwillhave

onelessthingtoworryabout.Itwillgiveyouample

timetodealwiththiswholesituationandonceyou

arealmosttherethenyoucanlookintomovingout.

Kayise:Ithinkthat'sagoodideababa.

Hesaysnothingforaminutebutlooksatmedeepin

theeyeslikeheissearchingformysoul.Icastmy

eyesdownfailingtomatchhisstare.

Bheki:areyousuremaShange?

Inodvigorously.

Me:100percent.

Kayise:Iwillstartpackingwhatisminethen.Thank



yousomuchmam'Hlengiwe.

Me:it'sapleasurebaby.

IstealalookatBhekumbusoandheisstaringatme

soIquicklylookaway.

_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Me:yesmylove.Bantujustdroppedmeoffatthe

corner,I'm walkinghomenow.

Kayise:willyoubecomingthroughlateron?

Me:Ican'twait,ithasbeenaminutesinceIlaidmy

eyesonyoubaby.

Kayise:Imissyoutoosthandwasami.

Me:howareyouholdingup?

Sheletsoutadeepsigh

Kayise:I'm tryingbaby,Iguesswewillgetoverit

eventually.

Me:Ipromiseeverythingisgoingtobeokay.



Iam hereforyoualwaysZamaNgwenya.

Kayise:Ibelievethatinmysoul.IloveyouChoco.

WillIevertireofhearingmygirlfriendtellmethis?

Me:Iloveyoutoobabe.

WehangupafterpromisingthatIwillgetthereinan

hour.Igetintheyardtiredashell,itwasthelongest

daytoday.Afewofmypotentialclientscame

throughtocheckmyplaceandseeifmyproduce

willcomeoutaspromised.Ihonestlythoughtthey

wouldwaitformetoharvestafewsotheyseefor

themselvesbutforreasonsknowntothem they

cametoday.

Ihearshoutingfrom insidethehouseandIquickly

rushtoseewhatishappening.Mymotherhardly

everhasvisitorsandtohearshoutingisalarming

straightup.Ipushthedooropenandmymotheris

backedupinthecornerwhilepointingtothedoor,

Menziisstandingtalloverherlikeheisintimidating

herorsomething.Howdarehe,Ichargetowards

him andwhenheturnsapunchlandsonhisface...



Me:howdareyoucomeheretoscaremymother.

Iaskangryashell.

Menzi:youhitme?

Hesayssoothinghisjawwithhisrighthand.

Me:andIwilldoitagain.Ihavetakenyourbullshit

forfartoolongnowanditstopsnow.Youcan'tbully

mymotherandI,wehavedonenothingtoyouand

wehaveneverevenaskedanythingofyou.Whydo

youkeeponbotheringus?

Menzi:tothinkIcameherebeggingawhileago

hopingyoucouldbeasonandgiveyourbrothersa

chanceatthefarm makesmesick.

Me:Idon'tcarewhatyouthinkofmeorhowyoufeel

aboutme.Youarenothingtomeanditwon'tchange

anytimesoon.

Menzi:Ihavealwayshadmydoubts,butyour

reactionnowprovesthatyouarenotfrom myloins.

Mama:enough!

Shescreamsandwestopandlookatherstillatthe

corner.



Mama:youhavetakenfrom meMenzi,isn'tit

enough?Whatelsedoyouwanthuh?whateveritis

don'twasteyourtimebecauseIhaveabsolutely

nothingelsetogivebesidesmysonandweallknow

youhatehim sojustgiveup.

Shesayswithtearsstreamingdownherface.

Me:justleaveusbe!

Ourpleasarefallingondeafearsbecauseheisn't

movedbythepaininmymother'svoicenorthetears

streamingdownherface.Thismanisthedeviland

whateverreasonheisthiswayhastobebig,

becausenohumanbeingcanbeguiltyofhurting

anotherthewayhedidmymotherandstillfeelthe

needtotormenthereverychancehegets.

Menzi:Iam sureKayisehastoldyouthatIam the

nextking.

Ijustgivehim astoicexpressionbutdeepinsideI

am scared,wonderingwhathehasplannedforus

nowthathehastheultimatepowerinthisvillage.

Manzi:youbothwillwishthatyoutreatedmebetter.



HesaysandIjustchucklenotbelievingmyears.Is

helisteningtohimself?Doesitallmakesenseto

him rightnow?Hashestoppedtothinkaboutallhe

didtomymotherandI?

Ijustdon'thaveananswerforthis,soIopenthe

doortoshowhim thatit'stimeforhim toleaveusin

peace.

Menzi:it'sgoodthatyoufinditfunny,butremember

hewholaughslastlaughsthebest.

Me:Iam sure.Leavenow.

Henodsandslowlyapproachesthedoor.Hestops

andlooksatmefrom headtotoe.Disgustevident

onhisface.

Menzi:Iam goingtocrippleyouboy.Ifyouvalue

yourlifeandthelittledignityyoumighthave,I

suggestyougivethatfarm overtomeandmysons

becauseafterIam crownedIam goingtotakeitby

force.

Theknotsinmystomachtightenatthisstatement.

Mama:thedayGoddecidestodealwithyouIswear



youwillthinkyouarebewitched.Donotcryamnesia

whenallthathappens.

Menzi:from whereIam standingIam veryblessed.

ThesameGodyouaretalkingaboutjustapproved

mytickettobeingKing.

HewalksoutandIclosethedoorfeelingdefeated,I

workedveryhardtogetthisfarm runningjustto

watchMenzitakeover.Ijustdropatearandsink

downtothefloorbecausemykneesaretooweakto

carryme.

_______________________________________

•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

Ihavebeensittinginthisancestralroom with

makhosiandZanemvula,theysaidtheymanagedto

freethevesselfrom thespiritofDabulamanzi

Cebekhulu.Iam justgladthatthepoorboywillhave

hislifebackandmovehometohisfamily.Theyare

laidhim downinthechambersNonhlemysisterin

lawusedtooccupy,hewillremaininthereuntilhe

regainshisstrength,theysaidtheritualsaretiring



andtakeseverythinginaperson.IwilltalktoKayise

toreachouttohisfamilyonceagainsotheycan

cometakehim...

Manziontheotherhandistiedupandhisfatewill

beknownoncetheyhaveconsultedwiththe

ancestors.Ijusthopetheyagreetoussqueezinglife

outofhim slowly,that'showhedeservestodie.He

helpedhisgrandfathercommitatrocitiesthatcost

memythrone,thethroneofmyforefathers...

Zanemvula:Liyana'spunishmentisalluptoyoumy

King.

Me:Ilovedthiswomansomuch.

Isaylookingathersleepingonthestrawmat.

Makhosisaidtheyneededhertobreakthelasts

bondsthattiedDabulatomydaughterthroughher.

Zanemvula:shewasafoolishwomannottoseethat.

Makhosi:Iam sorryforfailingyounkosiyami.

Ishakemyhead.



Me:youmightbetheeyesandearsoftheGodsbut

whattheychoosenottoshowyouisnotsomethingI

canblameyoufor.Ibelieveeverythingwillworkout

forthebest.

Makhosi:ifIcould,Iwouldseriouslystopworking

whenyourreigncomestoanend.ButMenzimight

bringanevilnyangatothiskingdom.

Me:Idon'twantyoutostop.Thepeopleneedyou

makhosi,youarehonestandtrustworthy.

Heswallowsandlooksdown.

Me:Iwantedtoasksomethingimportant.

Theybothlookatme.

Zanemvula:okay?

Herquestioningtonehasmechuckling.

Me:myfatheroncetoldmeaboutapieceofland

thatisfoundfurtherintheriver.Itissaidtobedark

andscary.

Theylookateachotherinshockandbackatme.

Makhosi:whataboutit?



Me:doesitexistorwasmyfatherjustplayingme?

Zanemvula:wellit'sstilltherebutit'salandfullof

evilthatwasbanishedtherefrom thevillages

includingUkuthula.Whentheworldevolvedkings

stoppedbanishingpeopletheretobeisolatedand

laterdieawayfrom others.

Me:howdowegetthere?

Makhosi:wellfirstlywewillhavetoprepareforthe

journeythere,protectourselvesfrom thespirits.

Thenwetravelbyfoottotheriverandtakea

manmadeboattothepieceoflandandleavethe

offenderthere.

Me:Isee,sothatiswhatwillhappentoLiyana.She

willbebanishedthereandlefttodie.

Theygaspforairandlookatmewithshock.

Makhosi:myking,herspiritwillberestless,shewill

notfindpeaceintheafterlife.

Me:good.

Istandup.

Makhosi:sheistillKayise'smother,thiswillhurt



yourdaughter.

Me:no!NtombiZamaNgwenyaismydaughter,the

daughtershegavetoanevildeityjustsoshecan

remainaQueen.Shehastosufferforallsheputus

through,Idon'tfeelanythingforLiyanabuthate.

Nothinganyonecansayordowillmakemechange

mymind.

Makhosi:makhosi.

Me:Iwillbeonetotellthistomydaughterand

Liyanawhenshewakesup.Untilthen,letthisremain

betweenthethreeofus.Pleasegettoconsulting

withtheManziissue,Idon'twantevillurkinginmy

palace.

Zanemvula:weareonit,don'tworryDabula'sspirit

willnotlingeraroundhereoraroundyouandyour

family.Wewilltakeittothedarkdenseforestand

letitroam there.SoonaswehaveanswerstoManzi

wewillcarryouttheinstructionsandcleanseallof

youwhowerevictimsoftheirplot.

Me:thankyou.

Isayandwalkoutoftheroom,myheartpounding



againstmychest.ThedecisionImadewithregards

toLiyanawasn'taneasyonebutwhatshedidis

unforgettable.IjusthopeNtombiZamaNgwenya

understandswhyitshouldhappenthisway.

___________________________________________
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•KAYISENGWENYA

Myboyfriendhasbeenwithmeforalmosttwohours,

Icouldtellsomethingwasweighingdownonhim

theentiretime.Thekisseswentaspassionateas

theyalwaysare,thelovemakinglackedeverything

healwaysbringstothebedroom.Iknewfrom there

thathewasstressedoversomethingbecauseearlier

whenwespokeoverthephonehewasinhighspirits,

excitedaboutthecustomersthatcamealltheway

from Durbantoseehisfarm...

Weareinmybedcompletelynaked,mylegisover

hisandourfingersintertwinedwhilemyheadis

gentlyplacedonhischest.Thesoundofhisheart

beatisnormallysoothingbuttodayIcantellthathe

isnotmyChocoentirely.Ikisshistorsoandsitup



straighttofindhim frowning,myboyfriendhates

nothingmorethanmebreakingoursnuggles,his

lovelanguageisphysicaltouchafterallsoI

understandfully...

Hetriestobringmebackintorestinginhiswarm

armsbutbeingmeIjustcan'tignorethefactthathe

isnotdoingokay.Bukhosiisnotahardbooktoread

especiallynottome,Iknowhim likethebackofmy

hand.Hereleasesanexasperatedsighthatgetsme

rollingmyeyesbutasharplookfrom thisdark

skinnedmangetsmetobehave.Hefindsthewhole

eyerollingthingdisrespectfulandthelastthingI

wantisforhim tofeellessofamanordisrespected

inanyway...

Bukhosi:babywhat'swrongnow?

Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat.

Hesitsupstraighttryingtomakeitseem likeIam

imaginingthings.



Bukhosi:Iam lost.

Me:comeon,youdidn'tcareifIwassatisfiedinbed

today,eventhoughyouknewIneededareleaseyou

justhumpedinandoutofmeandwhenyou

ejaculateditwasgameover.

Hebrushedhisforehead.

Bukhosi:Iam sorrysthandwasami.

Me:don'tbe,justtellmewhatisgoingonwithyou.

Helooksatmeintheeyeslikeheissearchingfor

something.

Bukhosi:it'sMenzi.

Ifurrowmyeyebrows.

Me:whatabouthim.

Me:hecametomyhouseearlieron,heis

threateningtotakethelandfrom ussoonasheis

King.

Ichuckle,whatthehell?Imeanthismanisnoteven

Kingyetandheisalreadypompus.Bukhosiis

lookingatmeallserioushedoesn'tfindthisfunny



butneitherdoI,ImeanIam justshockedthatheis

alreadyplanningonbeingresidentevil.

Me:Ididn'tmeantolaughbabe.Iam justwondering

whyhethinkshehasanyrightstothatfarm.

Bukhosi:becauseheisgoingtobeKing

ZamaNgwenya.

Deepsigh!

Me:love,thatlandbelongstomyfather,bab'Menzi

hasnorightoverthatfarm.HewillbeKingyesbut

wearestillobeyingtheconstitutionofthecountry.

Hiseyessoften.

Bukhosi:areyousure?CozbabyIam workinghard

justtohavethatmanstripmeoffeverything.

Ishakemyheadandcaresshischeek.

Me:youhaveabsolutelynothingtoworrybecause.

Youcancontinuewithyourfarm withoutfearofthat

mantakingitfrom you.Thelanddoesn'tbelongto

Royalty,itbelongstomyfatherBhekumbuso

Ngwenya.

Bukhosi:thankyou,Ineededtohearthis.



Inodslowly.

Me:whatdoesMenzihaveagainstyouthough?Ifhe

isn'ttryingtopaintyoulikethedevil,heis

threateningtotakeyourfarm.What'shisdeal?

Helooksdownquickly,hisreactiontellsmethathe

knowstheanswertomyquestion.Ikeepmygaze

onhim andheissouncomfortablerightnow.

Me:baby?

Mytonequestioning.

Bukhosi:IwishIknewMaNgwenya,hishatetowards

mehurts.MakesmewonderwhatIeverdidto

offendthisman.

Myheartyouguys.

Ilaunchintohisarmsandsqueezehim tight

Me:youdon'tneedhim baby,hisapproval,support

oranythingforthatmatter.Heisprobablyjealous

thatyouarewaybetterthanhisson's.

Hekissesmyshoulder.

__________________________________________



•HLENGIWESHANGE

Themaidwaskindenoughtobringmewireless

speakersintoBhekumbuso'smatrimonialbedroom,

listeningtogospelmusicwastheonlythingthat

woulddestructmefrom feelinglikeanintruder.I

meanthisisthebedroom hesharedwithLiyanafor

yearsonendandtojustenterfeelsuncomfortable

butIhadtohelpBhekipackhisclothes.Thisman

hasalotofthingstohisnameandifwedon'tstart

packingthem rightawaywewillbeleftwithalotor

workonourhandsandMenziisinahurrytobe

crownedKingandmoveintothepalace...

Iam notasothowomanbutIknowasongthat

speakstomysoulregardlessofthelingousedand

rightnowLeboSekgobelaisspeakingtome.Ihave

beenrepeating-dumelangkeyatsamaya-tearsare

juststreamingdownmyfaceandforsomereasonI

feellikeIam dealingwiththedeathofmydaughter,

notentirelybutIam acceptingherpassingand



believingsheisinheavenrestingontherighthand

ofourfather.WitheachpassingdayIwillcometo

termswithGod'swillbutZonke'smemorywilllive

foreverinmyheart...

Istopfoldingtheshirtandtakemyphonetogo

throughherpictures,nowIam gladsheforcedmeto

buyaphonewithacamerabecauseIgettoseeher

faceevenwhensheisnomore.Iguesstechnology

isnotasbadasIthought,forIgettolistentomusic

throughitandseeherbeautifulfacewhenIneedto.

Thebedroom dooropensandBhekiwalksinbut

stopsinhistracksasheseestearsrollingdown.He

takeshislowerlipinbetweenhisteethandworry

takesoverhisfacialexpression...

Bheki:ohHlengiwe.

Hesayscomingforwardandsettlingnexttome.

Me:Iam dealingwithit.

Bheki:allowmetobethereforyou,likeyouarehere



formemaShange.

Me:youneedmemore.

Heenvelopeshisarm aroundme.

Bheki:Iam nottheonewholosthischildHlengi.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:IknowMtimandebutyoulostyourmarriage,

yourwife,yourkingdom andthelifeyouhavealways

known.

Hecloseshiseyesinpain.

Bheki:wehavebothlost.

Iquicklyclaspshishandandhelooksatmewith

eyesthattellmesomethingthatscaresme,even

beforeIcantalkmyselfoutofthoughtsthatare

runningawaywithme,hislipstakemineandIswear

Ifeelfireallovermybody.Idon'trememberthelast

timeIwasthisclosetoaman,aftermyhusbandI

didn'thaveaninterestinanyotherman.Butwith

Bhekumbusoeverythingturnedonitsknees,even

thoughItriedfightingmyfeelingsandconvincing

myselfthatit'sallwrong,thefeelingsneverwent



away.IquicklypulloutofthekissIdidn'treturn,out

ofshocknotbecauseIdidn'tlikeit.

Bheki:pleasedon't.

Hesayswithtearsglowinginhiseyes.

Me:notlikethis,youarestillmarried.Ifeellikea

hypocriteasitis,havingfeelingsforamarriedman.

Heslowlynodsandstandsup.Handsburieddeepin

hispockets,hestopsbythedoorandlooksbackat

me.

Bheki:justsoyouknow,Ididn'tstartfeelingthisway

becauseLiyanahurtme.Ijusttriedfightingthem

becauseIdidn'tbelieveitwaspossible.

HewalksoutandIburymyheadinmyhands.

__________________________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Idon'tthinkIhaveeverbeenthisthirstyinmyentire

life,eversinceIwokeupIhaven'thadamealnora

glassofwater.IfeelsoweakandIhavebeen



beggingforaplateoffoodbutIam justignored,I

knowthisisallonmebutwhyaretheybeingso

cruel?Bhekihasneverbeensovindictiveandas

muchasI'dliketobelieveotherwise,it'shisorders

thattheseguardsandmaidsarefollowing...

ThelastpersonIspoketowasMakhosi,hewas

merelyexplainingthattheritualhadfailedandwe

couldn'tgetridofDabulamanziorhisevilspiritsfor

good.ThepowersarestilldeepinsideofmebutI

don'thaveacluehowtomakethem workinour

favor,whoknowsthatmaybeifImanagedtohelp

them withthisthenIwouldhavefoundfavorand

forgivenessfrom mymyhusbandanddaughter...

FootstepsapproachbutIdon'tevenbotherlooking

backbecauseIam justsoweaktoevenblink,so

turningisjustanextremesportfornow.Three

figuresstopinfrontofmeandbytheirfeetIcantell

it'sBhekumbusowithourdaughterandmakhosi.I

quicklylookupasmyheartisbeatingsofastinmy



chest.Mypoorbabygirl,thelookonherfacehaunts

meandIcan'thelpbutallowtearstofallfrom my

lifelesseyes.Bhekiontheotherhandresembles

hatemorethanpain,thismanusedtoworshipthe

groundIwalkedonandtohavehim lookatmethis

wayispainfultomysoul...

Me:Iam sosorrytothebothofyou.

Bheki:youareevilLiyana.

Ishakemyheadwhilethesetearsareblindingme.

Me:IdidthisforourmarriageBhekiplease.

HechortlesbutIknowit'snotfrom amusement.

Bheki:areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Me:Iknowit'shardtobelievebutIswear.

Hetakesouthishandsfrom thepocketsandpoints

atmeinanger.

Bheki:youbroughtbackevilthatwasbanished

Liyana,howisthatdoingitforourfamily?Our

marriage?



Me:ifIdidn'tgiveyouachildtheywouldhaveasked

youforasecondwife.

Bheki:tellmethis,whenyouwerebusydoingthis

wastheeveratimeyoufeltbadandwantedtocome

cleanabouteverythingoryoujustwantedtoseeit

throughtotheend?

Iswallowhardandtheknotinmystomachgot

tighter.Ican'tlie,Ijustcan'tanymore.

Me:Iwantedtoseeitthrough.

Kayise:mamayougavemysoultothedevil.

Thepaininhervoicetormentsme.

Me:Iam sosorrybabyIreallyam.

Bheki:youareonlysorryyougotcaughtLiyana.You

killedtokeepthissecret,soyouarenotsorry.

Me:IswearIam.

Bheki:mydaughterandIdeservetomovepastthis.I

havelostmythronebecauseofthis,becauseofyou.

Youdon'tdeserveeitherofus,sinceIam stillKingI

am banishingyoutothepieceoflanddowntheriver,

whereallevilpeoplelikeyouusedtobethrownto



diealoneandmiserable.

Hesaysandthecoldhateinhisvoicesendsshivers

downmyspine.

Me:Bhekumbusopleaseno,please.IknowIhurt

youbothbutplease.Ratheryoukillmenowthan

sendmethereplease.

Iam rubbingmyhandstogethertoemphasizemy

plea.

Kayise:baba?

Itcomesoutasawhisper.Iam crossingmyfingers

thatshepleadswithhim onmybehalf.

Bheki:sthandwasami,Ijustcan'tplease.Sheneeds

topayforallthepainshecausedus.

Kayise:IknowandIwantthesamethingbutwewill

bepartlyresponsibleforherdeath.Wecan'tcarry

thatonourshouldersplease.Doanythingjustnot

thisplease.

SheiscryingandIknowforasfactthathemight

hatemebuthewillnevernotgrantKayisewhatshe

asksofhim.ForthefirsttimeIam notjealousof



thisbutrelievedbecauseitmightsaveme.

Bheki:NtombiZamaNgwenyaplease.

Shegoesonherknees.

Kayise:thisisnotyou,don'tallowhertochangethe

goodheartedmanyouare.Don'tallowhertoturn

youintotheevilpersonsheis.

Heisshakinghisheadwithtearsstreamingdown

hisface.TothinkIam thereasonmyhusbandand

daughterareinshamblesmakesmebleed,Iam

sorryandIwishIcouldproveit.

HehelpsKayiseupandenvelopesherinhisarms.

TheyhavetheirmomentandIam watchingwitha

brokenheart.Makhosiisstandingasidewithhis

mouthcoveredbyhishand.

Bheki:IstillwantnothingtodowithyouLiyana.

Leaveusbe,theywilluntieyouandyouwillleave

thispalaceatonce.Don'tlookback.

Hisvoiceislowbuthistonesendsaclearmessage.

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI



Mama:sohewillnotclaim yourfarm?

Inod

Me:yesmama,ZamaNgwenyamadeitclearthatthe

landbelongstoherfatherandnoteventheywilltake

itfrom mebecausethecontractbindsthem.

Mama:that'sgoodbaba.

Me:it'sarelief.

Shesaysstandinguptodishupforme,Ionlygotmy

appetitebacklastnightwhenIcamebackhome

from seeingmygirl.Herassuringmethatmyfarm is

safemademefeellighter,IbelieveherandIknow

forafactthatevenifthingsgosouthbetweenus

shewillnotturnonme,Godforbidthatweevenpart

ways.Iam justmakingapoint.Shefailedturningon

meafewweeksagowhenIhurtherthemostduring

thetimesheneededmethemost...

SheplacestheplateinfrontofmeandIstandupto



gowashmyhandsoutside,thenightisverycalm,

theskyisclearandstarsshinningsobeautifully.

Remindsmeofallthetimesweusedtolayonthe

strawmatandwatchthebeautyofthesky.Iwill

havetoproposeadateunderthestarswithMiss

Ngwenyasoon,maybeIwilltalktoheraboutit

tonightwhenIcalltosaygoodnight...

Igetbackinsidethehouseandshehasmovedto

thesofa,withaglassofcoldspriteinfrontofher,

yeschannel152,thewomaninblackclothingis

rollingdownonthegroundcryinghysterically.I

wonderiftheyreallycrythiswayorit'sjustaneffect

tobringsomedramatothemovies.Truthbetold

I'velearnttostomachwatchingthem cozweeat,

sleepandbreathNollywoodinthishouse.This

spinachgoeswellwithroastedchickenGod,mama

willforeverbeagreatcook...

Mama:didyoutellher?

Iswallowandlookather.



Me:toldherwhat?

Mama:thatMenziisyourfather?

Istopeatingandplacetheplatedown.

Me:whathappenedtohim beingadonor?

Mama:thescienceofitmakeshim yourfather

regardless,asmuchasIhateitbabyit'sthetruth.

Me:noIdidn'ttellher,Iam notplanningontelling

anyone.

Mama:IunderstandbutKayiseisnotjustanyone

Bukhosi,sheisthewomanyouwanttospendthe

restofyourlifewithbaba.

Inod.

Me:Iknow,Ijustdon'twanthertopityme.

Mama:hassheever?

Ishakemyheadslightly.

Me:never,sheneverhas.

Mama:thentrustthatshewilllearnthetruthandstill

seeyouthesame.Menziistherapisthere,youdon't



havetofeelbadatall.

Me:withtime,Iwillcomecleantoher.

Mama:makeitsoonBukhosi.

Inodandtakemyplatefrom thetable.Nomore

secretsbetweenussoIam definitelygoingtolether

knowwhymenzihatesmesomuch.

_________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER51

__________________________

•QUEENLIYANA

Iam cryinghysterically,Ican'tbelievethisdayhas

come.ThedaywhereIloseeverythingIholddearto

me,howdidIevengettothispoint?HowdidIallow

myselftobemanipulatedlikethis?Ishouldhaveran

toBhekumbusowhenbab'MambatoldmeIcouldn't

havechildrenallthoseyearsagowhenmamatook

metohisshrine,IshouldhavebelievedthatBheki

willlovemeregardless.Ishouldn'thaveallowed

myselftorunthisevilracewithDabulamanzinow

lookatwherethathaslandedme...

Makhosi,BhekumbusoandKayisearewithmehere

intheRoyalforest,theyareheretodenouncemeas

Queenandstripmeoffanythingthatlinksmetothe

NgwenyaandRoyalblessingsandprotection.Iam



kneelingdowninfrontofthebigancestraltree,while

Makhosiischantingandsplashingmutiwaterall

overme.Icannotstopthesetearsfrom falling,Idid

thistomyselfsoIshouldstopthispitypartybutit

hurtssobad...

Makhosi:youmaystandup.

IslowlygetbackonmyfeetandIam soaked.

Makhosi:youhavenothinglinkingyoutothe

Ngwenyafamily,royaltyandthegoodluckitbrings.

InodslowlyasIleteverywordsinkin.

Bheki:IlovedyouwithallmyheartLiyana,Ilaid

downmyworldatyourfeetandgaveyoueverything

youcouldonlydream off.YouweremyQueen,the

envyofallwomanbutyou...youbrokeme,Iam a

brokenmanbecauseofyou.Idon'teverwanttosee

you.

Me:Iknowyouwillnotbelieveawordthatcomes

from mymouthbutIloveyouandourdaughterso

much.AllIdidIdidforourfamily.Itwasallwrong



yesbutitcamefrom agoodplace.Icanonlyhope

youforgivemesomeday.

Bheki:leaveLiyanaandnevershowyourfacetous.

Ilookatmydaughterandasmuchasshewas

closertoherfatherthanmesheisstillpained.Ican

seeitinhereyes,it'seatingthroughherandmy

heartisverysorry.

Iturntowalkawayandahandrestsonmyshoulder,

Iturntofindmydaughterinmyface.

Kayise:IwishIcouldhateyouwitheverythinginme

butyouarestillmymother,Iloveyouforsome

reason.Takecareofyourself.Ijustpraythatyou

don'tcomebacktocauseusanyproblems,IhopeI

willnotregretaskingmyfathernottogoaheadwith

banishingyouintotheforesttodie.

Shesaysandapartofmegratefultoknowthatshe

lovesme,becauseofthisIwilltrytoturnmylife

aroundandleadabetterone.

Me:IloveyousomuchbabyandIam sorryfrom the

bottom ofmyheart.Behappyandliveyourbestlife.

TakecareofyourfatherandrestassuredthatIwill



neverdoanythingtobringyouanyharm everagain.

Shenodsslowly,Itrytohugherbutshestepsback

anditstingsbutIunderstandwhy.

Iwalkaway,myfirststopismymother'sgrave,I

knowithasnoanswersbutIhopemecryingwill

awakenherspiritsoshecanseehowsheruinedmy

lifebyallowingmetostepfootinthatshrine.

___________________________________________

•MENZISHEZI

Inafewweekstimeallthosewholookeddownon

mewillregreteverdoingit.Iam becomingthemost

importantpersoninthisvillageandmywordwillbe

law,Iwillfrustrateallofthem untiltheybowdown

andkissmyfeet.EspeciallyPhindileandherson,no

womanhasevermademefeelthewayPhindidid

whenwewereyoung.Igotwithmywifejusttoget

closertoherbutshesawmeasnothingbutabig

brother.Itriedbyallmeanstoshowherhowmuch

shemeanstomebutshealwaysrejectedme,

rejectedmylove.Amanlikemehasalwaysgotten



exactlywhathewantedandforhertojustrejectme

likethatbruisedmyegotoapointofnoreturn.Igot

marriedandstuckwithawomanIdidn'tlove,Ionly

toleratemywifebecausesheisagoodwomanwho

understandssubmissionverywell.IfonlyPhindile

didn'trejectmeshewouldhavebeenmysecond

wifebutshehadtorefusemeandthatmademe

loathehersomuch.Ididn'tunderstandwhyshe

didn'tunderstandtheneedIhadforher,shedidn't

careabouttheloveIfelt.Shealwaysacceptedmy

protectionandhelpbutnotmylove.Icouldn'tjust

allowhertomoveonwithherlifeandtoanother

mansoIhadtohaveafeelofher,soItookwhatI

wantedbyforceandthat'swhenBukhosiwas

concieved.Ipanickedwhenthemedicinewoman

askedmeaboutherandhintedonwhatshewanted

todo,shehadtoterminatethatpregnancybecause

itwouldhaveexposedme.Ifthecommunityknewof

thatatrocitytheywouldhavebanishedmeorworse

stonedmetodeathsoshehadtodiewiththat

bastardbeforetheybothruinedmylife,alifewhich

hadonlystarted.ItriedburningtheRondavelshe

sleptinbutshesurvived,howIstilldon'tknow



myself.MyloveforPhindileMthombeniturnedinto

hatesoquick,butshewilllayawakeeachnightand

regretherdecisionsbecauseshemissingoutona

chancetobecometheQueenofUkuthula...

Nobuntu:haobaba,whereisyourhead?

Mywifesaysdraggingmefrom mythoughts.

Me:Iam sorrymkami.

Nobuntu:whatareyouthinkingaboutsodeeply?

Iofferherasmile.

Me:justhowgreatlifeisabouttoturnforourfamily.

Nobuntu:Istillcan'tbelieveIam goingtobeQueen.

Me:whatisthefirstthingyouaregoingtodoafter

youarecrowned?

Nobuntu:wellIthinkIam goingtousemynewly

foundpowertoforcePhindiletobemyfriendagain.

Shesayswithahugegrin.Itenseup.

Me:leavethatwomanaloneBuntu,sheisn'tagreat



friend.Ifsheeverwasthenshewouldhavetoldyou

whatwasgoingonnotcloseoff.

Nobuntu:baba,Ishouldhaveforcedmywayinuntil

sheopenedup.

Ibangonthetable.

Me:justleaveheralonedamnit!Wearesoongoing

tothepalace,weshouldbepreparingforthatnot

planningtorunafterawomanwhoisclearlyjealous

ofyou.

Nobuntu:whatcouldshepossiblybejealousof?

Ireleaseanexasperatedsigh.

Me:youaremarriedwithyourchildrenandsheisnot

anddoesnotevenknowwhothefatherofhersonis.

Sheshakesherhead.

Nobuntu:youdon'tknowPhindilelikeIdosolet's

dropthissubjectplease.

Me:withpleasure.

____________________________________________



•KINGBHEKUMBUSO

ThishastobeoneofthehardestdaysIeverhadto

dealwith.NotonlydidIlooseawifeandmarriage,I

losteverythingandIhavetomournit.Ihaveto

mourn26birthdays,anniversariesandeachand

everyspecialoccasionwesharedtogetherandwith

ourdaughter.ThisisnotgoingtobeeasybutIneed

tobestrongforKayise,shehastoseemeasher

herososhecanbeabletofightandgetoutofthe

painthisphaseinourlifehasbroughtus...

OntheotherhandIam justgladthatIhaveHlengiwe

inmycornerthroughallofthis.Sheisagreat

womanandtheprayerwarriorinhermakesallof

thisbearablethroughprayer.Iwillforeverblessthe

dayshewalkedintomylife,eventhoughitwas

underpainfulcircumstances.Shehasbeenmaking

allofthiseasierbecauseIdrawsomeofmy

strengthfrom her,sheisresilientandstilllooksat

thebeautywhichlifestillbrings...



NowIunderstandwhymyancestorssawherworthy

tobemyQueen,IwishIhadlistenedtothem and

maybesomeofthispainwouldhavebeenavoided

butwhatisdoneisdone.Wecanonlylookforward

towhatlifecanbring.Wedon'thaveRoyaltyandthe

throneanymorebutlifeisstillabeautifulgiftandwe

shalljourneyonandmakeeachandeverymoment

beautifulandworthit.Wegettothepalaceand

Kayisegetsupfrom mylap,Iwipehertearsasthe

driverclimbsoutthecartoopenherdoor.Weboth

stepoutasoneofthemaidsrushestous...

Me:haoiseverythingokay?

Sheistryingtocatchherbreath.

Kayise:iseverythingokay?ShouldIaskthem to

bringyouaglassofwater?

Maid:nonomyprincess,Iam fine.

Kayise:okay,takeadeepbreathandtelluswhatis

wrong.

Shetakesaminute.



Maid:wellMrDabulaisawakeandheisnotdoing

good.

MydaughterandIexchangealookandthenrunto

hischambers.Whenwewalkintheguardshave

restrainedhim andheistryingsohardtofree

himself.

Me:whotiedhim uplikeamadman?Comeonfree

him now!

Iscream andtheyquicklyfreehim.Hetriestorun

butIholdhim back,heissodisorientedandscared.

Dabula:justleavemealoneplease.

Me:calm downKhumalo,wewillnothurtyouplease.

Sitsowecantalkproperly.

Heshakeshishead.

Dabula:Iwanttogohome,Iwantmyfamily.

HecriesandInod.

Me:mydaughterhascommunicatedwiththem but

theyareyettorespondtous.

Dabula:whatisthisplace?Whyam Ihere?Whereis



thescarylookingcreaturesIhavebeentrappedwith

underwater?

Kayise:ifyousitandcalm down,Ipromisetoexplain

everything.

Heslowlynodsandgoestosettledownontheedge

ofthebed.

Dabula:so?

Iclearmythroat.

Me:wellKhumalo-

Mydaughterinterjects.

Kayise:babacanIbetheonetoexplaintohim?I

meanIam thereasonhisbodywastakenandsoul

trapped.

Inodandstepbacktogiveherroom tofullytellthis

poorboywhatreallyhappened.

_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI



AnxietydiarrheaisrealandIhavebeenavictim ofit

almostthewholeday,eachtimeIthinkabouttelling

Kayisethetruthaboutme,mystomachrumblesand

Ihavetogoeasemyself.Ijusthopeoncesheknows

thatIam aproductofrapeshewon'tlookatme

differently.It'shardenoughlivingwiththefactthat

Manziviolatedmymotherandproducedmeso

havingtheonlywomanIlovelookatmelikea

mistakewillkillme...

Ifinishtakingmybathandsettleinshortsandavest,

Igodiscardthewateroutsideandrinsethebathing

dish.Mymotherleftfortheshops,Ihatethatshe

nowfeelscomfortablewalkingalonethislate,yesit

mightstillbebrightoutsidebutwhenshewalks

backitwillbedark.Shedoesn'ttrustKayiseandIto

keepitdownsosheexcusesherselfwhenIsaymy

girlfriendiscomingthrough.Butsheshouldn't

becausewearelearningtokeepitdownsowedon't

killherears...



AsoftknockcomesthroughthekitchendoorasI

takeoutabottleofsoftdrinkfrom thefridge.Iplace

itdownonthetableandquicklygotoopen,it's

ZamaNgwenya.Shelaunchesherselfinmyarms

andIholdhertight,yesterdaywasveryhardonher.

HermotherfinallygotstrippedofftheQueenship

andhadtoleavetofindherselfanewlife,eitherin

thisvillageorout.TherealDabulamanziKhumalo

alsoleftthismorningafterhefinallywokeupand

theyexplainedeverythingtohim.Hisfamilycame

lastnighttogethim butbecauseit'salongjourney

Kayisesaidherfatherinsistedthattheysleepover,

accordingtoherthisDabulamanziisnotanass

hole...

Kayise:myhome.

ShesniffsmyshoulderandItightenmyholdaround

herwaist.

Me:foreverbaby.

Kayise:havingyoumakeseverythingbearable.

Me:Iam gladyoufeelthiswaymylove.



SheletsgoandIstepasidesoshecangetin.Ipour

ussomethingtodrinkandwhenIwalkinthelounge

sheissettlingcomfortably,herlegsonthecouch

andtheTVisonTLC.90dayfianceisplaying,thisis

oneprogrammeweenjoywatchingtogether.Ihand

heraglassandsitdownnexttoher,helpingherrest

herlegsonmylap.

Me:Ceaserjustdoesn'tlearn.

Shechuckles.

Kayise:loveisblindbaby.

Me:butitshouldn'tbestupid.Theredflagsareall

over,heischoosingtoignorethem.

Kayise:Iguessyouareright.

Wecontinuewatchingbutmyheadisnolongerin

this,IwanttocomecleantohersoIknownothingis

pullingthebothusback.

Me:Iknowwhyhehatesme.

Isayandshefrowns

Kayise:who?Michael?NahAngelaisnotyourtype

soheshouldchillout.



ShejokesandIchortle.

Me:funnybutIam talkingaboutMenzi.

Shearcheshereyebrow.

Kayise:tellmecozonlythenwillIunderstandwhy

hekeepstryingtopullyoudown.

Me:don'tlookatmedifferentlybaby,Iam stillyour

man.

Hersmileiswarm andassuringevenbeforeshe

saysanything.

Kayise:nothinginthisworldwillmakemelookat

youinadifferentlightbelieveme.

Me:Heismyfatherbaby.

Thewordstakeeverythinginmetosaythem out

loud.

Shegaspsforair!

Me:herapedmymom baby,shehasbeenlivingwith

thismywholelife.Ionlygottoknowafewmonths

ago.Hehatesmebecauseheknowswhathedidto

mymom.



Sheswallowsandtearsarealreadywellingupinher

eyes.

Kayise:heisasickbastard.Hewalksaroundhigh

andmightywhenheisnothingbutarapist.He

shouldbeashamed.

Me:helivesinhisownheadbaby.Shamedoesn't

existinhisvocabularybecausehekeepscomingto

threatenme.

ShesmilessweetlyatmeandIwipehertears.

Kayise:youandmamaaresostrong,youaregoing

throughthisbutyoustillseetheworldinagoodlight.

Neverfeelbadforthis,thisworldisblessedtohave

younomatterhowyouwerebroughtintoit.Ilove

yousomuchbab'Mthombeni.

Relief!Relief!Relief!

Ikissherknuckles.

Me:Iam gladItoldyouthisandletitstaybetween

usplease.

Kayise:Ithoughtyou'daskthatwemakehim pay

butuntilthenbabyIwillrespectyoudecision.



Me:Iappreciatethis,andonemorething.

Sheswallowsandbitesherlowerlip.

Kayise:okay.

Me:heandyourlateauntwerehavinganaffair.

Kayise:whathasthismannotdone?Andtothinkhe

isgoingtobekingsickensme.

Me:youandIbothbaby.

Sheopensherarms

Kayise:comehere.

Igladlydoandlaymyheadonherbreasts.Itsure

feelsgoodtellingyourpartnereverythingthereisto

know.

_______________________________________

Noedits.

YeiiininaTheHousewife



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER52

_________________________

•BHEKUMBUSONGWENYA

[3weekslater]

Iam standinginthemiddleoftheThroneroom,my

tearsarejuststreamingdownmyface

uncontrollably.Ihaveknownthislifeandlivedinthis

palaceeversinceIwasborn,Ihavenomemorythat

doesn'tincludemebeingaKingorRoyaltyforthat

matter.NowIam justanotherpersoninthevillage,I

am abouttobowdowntothelikesofMenzi,one

personwhodoesn'tdeservetoevenstandinfrontof

peopletosayhewillbetheirleader.Heisself

servingandarrogant,Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifhe

ranthisvillagetotheground...

WemovedouttwodaysagobutIjusthadtocome



andseeifIdidn'tforgetanythingthatmighthold

sentimentalvaluetome.Wedidn'ttakethefurniture

justthingsHlengiwedidn'thaveatherhouseandwe

usedailyandofcoursemycars.LastnightIdidn't

sleepawink,Ikepttossingandturninghopingthat

someonewillcomefrom thedarkandtellmethat

thisisalladream.Ilookatthestaffofauthorityand

myheartsinks,howdidweevengettothispoint?IfI

everthoughtIfeltpaininmylifethenIwasnot

awareofthisphaseinmylife...

Itakeaminutetogathermyfeelingsbeforeleaving,

thelastthingIwantisthepeopletoseeme

vulnerableandweak.TheystilllookuptomeandI

willputonabravefacetogivethem hope,because

ifIstartpanickingtheywilltoo.Iwilldealwithmy

paininprivateandwithmyfamilybecausethoseare

thepeoplewhounderstandthedepthofthispain

andloss...

Tomorrowtheyarestartingwiththeritualsthatneed



tohappenbeforeMenziiscrownedathiscoronation

ceremony.Themaidsandguardsarealready

preparingforitall,ifitwasuptomeIwouldn'tshow

facebutthat'snotwisesoIwilljustputasmileon

myfaceandcongratulatehim whiledeepinmyheart

Ihopeforthebest.Igetinthecaranddriveoffto

MaShange'shome,ahomesheopenedforbothme

andmydaughter...

IwasplanningongoinghomebutIfindmyself

outsideMakhosi'shouse,Ijustwanttofindoutifthe

ancestorshaven'trevealedanythingelsethatwould

makemestayonthethroneasKing.Iknowit'sbya

longshortbutIcanonlyhopeandpraythat

somethingcomesupthatwillpreventShezitositas

King.Iclimboutthecarandmakemywayinsidethe

yard,likealwaysheissittingonthestrawmatunder

thetree...

Makhosi:ahhhnkosiyami

HesaysandIsigh.



Me:it'sjustBhekinow.

Heshakeshisheadno.

Makhosi:tomeandothersyouwillalwaysbeaKing,

thebestthatthisnationhashad.Youmadethis

villagewhatitis,youhelpedit'schildrendevelopand

haveopportunitiestobettertheirlives.Noonewould

evenfillinyourshoes.

Me:thankyousomuchitmeansalot.

Makhosi:wecanonlyhopeMenzidoesn'truinall

thatyouhaveworkedfor.

HesaysandInodsettlingdownonthewooden

bench.

Me:that'smyprayer.

Makhosi:sowhatbringsyouhere?

HeasksandIjustdon'twanttoaskanymore,it's

clearthathewillbecrownedandmyeraisdone.

Me:Ijustcametoseeyou.

Makhosi:Iappreciateit.SohowisitwithMaShange?

Ichuckle.



Me:juststoptryingtoplaycupid.

Makhosi:ohbutI'm not.StoplyingtoyourselfBheki,

sheisanamazingwomanceasethedayandmake

heryourQueen,youmightnothaveathrone

anymorebutsheisnotlookingforthat.

Iinhalesharplybecausethesepastfewweekshave

mademefallforhersomuch,we'vestopped

ourselvesalotoftimesfrom layingtogetherandI

willtellyouthis,itisbecomingreallyhard.

Me:weshallsee.

_____________________________________________

•MENZISHEZI

Idon'tthinkIhaveeverbeensomad,somadIwant

tofindBhekumbusoandtellhim toreturneverything

thatbelongstothepalace.Canyoubelievethathe

tookthebigplasmaTVthatwasinthelounge,he

alsotookthealcoholcollectionthatwasinthebar

area,Ihavealwayshadmyeyesonthatandnowhe

tookthem.Heissopettythathetookeven



applianceshecouldaffordtobuy.Whatgotme

moremadisthefactthathedidn'tevenleaveme

onecar,howdoesheexpectmetogoaround?Iam

akingandIneedacar,hisexcuseisthatthosecars

belongtohim becauseheusedhisownmoneyto

buythem andmaintainthem andnotthemoneythat

belongstoroyalty.Heismakingthistransitionvery

hard,onceIam crownedIwilladdhisnametothe

listofthoseIhavetofrustrate,whatnonsense...

Igettothehouseandfindmywifepackingour

things,weareexpectedtomoveintothepalace

afterallritualsareperformedandtheyhavecrowned

meandthat'sstartingtomorrowbuttheceremony

willhappenin3days.Iam soexcitedIwon'tlie,allof

thiswasnothingbutafarfetcheddream,yesmy

familywasnextinlinebutBhekihasadaughterwho

wasgoingtobeQueenandstartherownfamilytoo

andthentheirlineagewouldruleforever.Asitisnow

IwanttofindLiyanaandthankherforbeingthe

witchthatsheisbecauseifshedidn'twewouldn't

behere...



Me:haibotakethoseout.

Isaytomywife.

Nobuntu:haiboMenzi,thesearemypots.

Me:Iknowmylovebuttheyhavepotsatthepalace.

Leaveeverything,justpackafewofyourclothesand

thingsweholddeartoourhearts.

Nobuntu:thesepotscookthebestsoftporridgeand

cabbage.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:wewon'tbeeatinganyofthosethingsnow

Buntu,wewillstarteatinglikeRoyalty.Themaids

willprepareourmealsandwewillbeservedatthe

diningtable.

That'smakeshersmile.

Nobuntu:finally,someonewillalsotakecareofme.

Inodandwehearcommotioninthebedroom my

son'sshare.Wehurrytoseewhatishappeningbut

wefindthem arguingoversomething.

Nobuntu:haibohaiboumsindo!



Shesaysandtheystopyellingandlookatboththeir

mom andI.

Me:andthen?

Sbonelo:IwastellingthisfoolherethatIwillbethe

Kingafteryoudie.

Me:ohyouarebothalreadyplanningmyfuneral

evenbeforeIam madeKing?

Thesekids!

Mfundo:nobaba,wejustwantedtoknowwhowill

beyoursuccessor.

Me:youshouldbedraftingbusinessplansthatwill

makemoneyandmakeyoubiggerthanBukhosibut

hereyouarearguingabouttakingovermythrone.

Iwalkoutannoyedwiththesefools.At25and23

theireyesarestillnotontheprize,theirmate

Bukhosihasafarm andhasbeentothecityalone

whilewestillbuythem underwear.

________________________________________



•KAYISENGWENYA

It'sgonnatakemeawhiletogetusedtomany

things,thebathingdishbeingthebiggest.NowI

won'tcomebackhometosoakmyselfinthetuband

justrelaxwithaglassofdrywhite.Don'tgetme

wrongIam thankfulforeverythingmam'Hlengiweis

doingforusbecauseifshedidn'tofferwewouldbe

stressingoverfindingasuitableplacetolive.It'snot

everythingweareusedtobutit'scomfortableand

homely...

IwokeupalittlelateandIwasashamedforreal,I

meanthisisnotthepalace,Idon'thaveadesignated

maidwhowilltakecareofmyeveryneed.Ihaveto

stepuptoosoIcanhelpherwiththechoresaround

thehouse.Sheisnottoooldbutsheisn'tyoung

eithersoalittlehelpwouldn'thurt.Idon'twantto

seem likeweareabusingherkidness...

OntheotherhandIhavebeenbeatingmyselfup



withwhatBukhositoldmeaboutMenzibeinghis

fatherandwhathedidtohismom.Ihavebeen

fightingmyselfforweeksnowtonotmentionthisto

myfatherormakhosi,Iam surethattheywouldn't

crowncrownarapist,adultererandaliar.Hislistof

offencesislongandthatissomethingtheyshould

takeseriously.Ineedsomeonetoadvisemeon

whattodobecauseIwanttosavethekingdom and

givemyboyfriendandhismotherjustice,hehasto

payforwhathedidtothem bothnotrewardedwith

royalty...

Mamaiswatchingonegospelwithacupofteain

herhandandit's100degreecelsiusoutside.Iwill

neverunderstandthiscomboofhersbutheyit

makeshermam'Lungile.Isettleonthesinglecouch

andshesmilessweetlyatmeandreducesthe

volume...

Mama:doyouneedmetomakeyousomethingto

eat?



Ishakemyhead.

Me:nothankyoumama,Iwillheadtothekitchen

myselfwhenI'm hungry.

Mama:it'sokaythen.Howareyousettlingin?

Me:allgoodma.Withnooffenseitwilltakemea

whiletogrowintoeverythingasexpected.

-hereandnowIfeellikeIcanlaydownmyshitto

thiswomanandnotfeeljudged.

Me:canItalktoyouaboutsomething?

Mama:always

Me,:wellmyboyfriendaskedmetokeepsomething

betweenusbutIfindithardtocozIbelieveitwill

savetheKingdom andaffordhim justiceandpeace

ofmind.

Sheplacesthecuponthecoffeetableandsits

properlylikesheisabouttolaysomelessonsonme.

Mama:hetoldyouwhatevernewsinconfidence

babydon'tbetheonewhotellstheworldhis

business,oncehefindsoutthatyouwentbackon

yourwordwhenyoupromisednottohewillnottrust



youagain.Idon'tknowhowyouyoungonesdo

thesedaysbutbackthentrustwaseverythingin

relationships.Yesyouhavegoodintentionsonwhy

youwanttotellbutit'snotyourplaceto,ifyouwant

thisrelationshiptoworkthenyouwillhavetobehis

safeplace.

ShesaysinthesimplestwaybutIhearherdeep.

Me:Ihearyouma.

Mama:rathercommunicatewithhim aboutthis

matterandlaydownwhatcouldhappenifthetruth

isknown.Maybehewillhaveachangeofheart.

Wisewoman.Iam gladIspoketoheraboutthis.

Me:Iwilldefinitelydojustthat.

___________________________________________

•LIYANAMDLULI

Lifehasbeensohard,Dabulaistormentingmeday

andnight,hisspiritwantstotakeovermybodyand

mindbutIam notallowingitatall.Hehaspromised

meeverythingunderthesunbutoncebittentwice



shy,heneverhelpedmebutratherheusedmeto

carryouthisplansandnowIam theonepayingforit

all.Iam allaloneandIcanbarelyfeed.Afteritall

happenedintheRoyalforestIwentbackhome,the

housewhereIgrewup.ItwasinabadshapeandI

regrettedwhyIdidn'tfixitwhenIhadthechanceto...

LivinginUkuthulabecomehardforme,thevillagers

hatedmeanditwasjustamatteroftimebefore

theycametothehousetoburnmealive.Iam the

samepersonthatcausedalltheproblemsinthe

villageandworsetheonlykingtheylovedhadto

stepdownsotheywereoutformyblood.The

hawkersevenrefusedsellingtomewhichmeant

thatIwouldstarvetodeathcoznoonewantedtobe

associatedwithme...

Ihadtofleetomymother'svillage,whereshewas

bornbeforeshemovedtoUkuthulatobewithmy

father.Ihadmanagedtolietothefamilymembers

thatIfoundthere,IclaimedthatBhekithrewmeout



ofthepalacebecauseofanotherwoman.Butone

daymycousinwhoworkswithsomeonefrom

Ukuthulaattheneighboringtownspokeaboutme

andshetoldherthetruthandeversincethingshave

beendifferent...

TheythrewmeoutofthemainhouseandIam living

inthemudhutoutside,IcanonlythankGodthat

theystillgivemeamealtwiceadaybutitdoesn't

comeforfree.Ihaveturnedtotheirhousegirl,Ido

allthechoresaroundthehouseexceptforcooking

becausetheydon'ttrustmemaybetheythinkIwill

poisonthem butthetimeofmyevilnesshascome

topass.Iam donewithdarknessandeverythingit's

associatedwith,Ijustwantachancetostartafresh

andmakesomethingworthwhilewithmylifeso

whenImakeareappearancetomydaughtershecan

seethatIam seriousabouteverything...

________________________________________



•MAKHOSI

WehadjustcleansedMenziintheancestralroom at

thepalace,wehadappeasedtheNgwenya

ancestorsearlyinthedayandaskedthem tomake

room fortheSheziforefatherstotakeoverand

protecttheirown.Butinthesamelightweasked

thattheydon'tforsakethisvillageandit'speople

andtheyshouldassisttheShezi'sinprotectingour

peoplebecausetheyarethefirsttoknowand

understandRoyaltyaftertheevilDabulawas

banished...

MyheartisnothappythatIam doingthiswhenI

knowBhekidoesn'tdeservethisbutitisall

happeninglikeitshouldandImustacceptit.The

ancestorsknowbestandhopefullywewillnotcome

toregretevercrowningMenziasourKing.Iburpand

theancestorsgivemeamessagethatleaveme

shockedthatIhaveabrainfreeze,Ican'tbelieve

this...



Menzi:iseverythingokaymakhosi?

HeasksandIsnapoutofitandlookattheelders

andthenatBhekumbuso.Hefurrowshisforeheadin

aquestioningmannerandIlookdownatMenziwho

isshirtless.

Me:welltheancestorsaskedmetostopthisand

continuewithittomorrow.

Hefrownsandthereisinaudiblechatterbetweenthe

elders.

Menzi:whyisthat?Don'ttheywantmetobeKing?

Isigh

Me:Iam justfollowinginstructions.Tomorrowat

dawncomewithyourfirstsonhereandwewillall

continuewiththerituals.

Heblinksacoupleoftimes.

Menzi:Idon'tunderstandmakhosi.

Me:youdon'thaveto.Justbringyourfirstsonat

dawntomorrowandweshallcontinue.

Bheki:whatishappeningmakhosi?



HeasksmeandIshrugmyshoulders.

Me:theyarenotsayinganythingasyetjustthathe

comeswithhisson.ThisistheShezieramaybethey

wanttodothingsdifferently.

Menzi:yesmyfamilyhasbeenknowntostandout.

Ijustnod.

________________________________________

Noedits



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER53

__________________________

•MENZISHEZI

Iwasreallyhopingthatweweregoingtogettoday's

ritualsoutofthewayandwealmostdiduntilmy

ancestorsstoppedeverythingandaskedthatIbring

myfirstson.Iwashopingthiswasn'tgoingto

happenespeciallyafterthoseimbecileswere

arguingaboutwhowillbemysuccessor.Thiswhole

thingisgoingtocausefrictionbetweenmyson'sbut

Iam goingtohavetositMfundodownandexplain

thatonlythefirstsongetstobeKingafterIdieand

hopefullyhewillunderstandandletthistransitiongo

onsmooth...

IgethomeandfindBuntuinthekitchen,thankGod

sheisdishingup,Iam famished.Ihavebeenatthe

palacesincemorningandIcouldn'tevendrinka



glassofwater.Ipeckherlipsandsettledownonthe

chairinourkitchen,thesearethelastdaysofusin

thistinyhousesoonenoughwewillbelivingour

bestlifeasaRoyalfamily.Sheplacestheplate

infrontofmeandasmalldishwithwatersoIcan

washmyhands.Idevourtheplateandevenlickmy

fingers,that'showgreatofacookNobuntumywife

is...

Nobuntu:youwerehungrymos.

Shesaysstandingupandtakingtheplatetogo

washit.

Me:youhavenoidea.

Nobuntu:wouldyoulikeseconds?

Ichuckle

Me:maybelateronmydarling.Whereareyoursons'?

Nobuntu:inthebedroom arguingoversomething

else.

Iletoutaheavysigh.



Me:pleasecallthem inhere,wehavesomething

importanttodiscuss.

Shenarrowshereyesbutdoesn'taskanyquestions.

Shedisappearstocallherson'sandIgulpthewater

inmyglass.Theyallwalkinandsettleonthechairs.

Sbonelo:iseverythingokaybaba?

HeasksandIlookathisyoungerbrother.

Me:Iwanttotalktoyoutwoaboutsomethingreally

important.

TheynodandIleaninandplacemyelbowsonthe

table.

Me:wellwearealmostRoyaltynow,IwillbeKing

andobviouslythatwillmakeyouprinces'butthere

canonlybeonecrownedprince.

Iexplain.

Sbonelo:yousee?Itoldyou.

HesaystohisbrotherandbeforeMfundocan

respondIbangthetable.

Me:stopityoutwo.Allowmetofinishwillyou!



Sbonelo:I'm sorrybaba.

Me:wellaccordingtotraditiononlythefirstborncan

becomeasuccessorbutthesecondchildwillhave

responsibilitiestoo.

Mfundo:inotherwordsSbowillbeKing?Butbaba

weallknowIam thesmartest,whatkindofKingwill

hebe?Thistraditionisnotmakinganysense.

Sbonelo:watchyourmouthrightnow,Iwillbea

greatking.

TheystartbickeringandifitwereuptomeI'dskin

them alive.

Nobuntu:willyoujuststop!Stop!Mfundothisisnot

ourdecisionit'straditionthathasbeeninplacefor

yearsevenbeforeyouwerebornorIforthatmatter.

WewillallreapthebenefitsofRoyalty.Don'tallow

yourselftofightoverthis.

Me:thankyouBuntu.NowtomorrowIam taking

Sbonelotothepalacebecausetheancestorshave

calledforhim.Ibelieveit'stoalsoofficiatehim as

thecrownprince.Buttohavepeaceandproveto

everyoneinthisvillageandthecouncilthatwearea



unitedfamily,wewillallbegoingandMfundoyou

willbehaveandbehappyforyourbrotheruyangizwa?

Isayinalowvoicebutmytonesendsaclear

message.

Mfundo:yebobaba.

Me:good,weleavetomorrowatdawnbeready.

__________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

mam'Hlengiweisthebestteacher,sheshowedme

howtocleanusu(tripe)andcookit,it'sthehardest

jobyesbutonceyoueatityouforgetastheflavor

fillsyourtastebuds.TheonlythingIhateaboutitis

theflies,Idon'tthinkIhaveeverseensomanyflies

inoneroom.Theywerebuzzingeverywhereand

truthbetoldIwasannoyedashellbecausethose

aren'tmyfavoritethingsintheworld...

AsmuchasIlovelearningnewthingsandcooking

thingsIthoughtwerethehardestIneedItogoback



towork.Dabulamanziwastheonerunningthe

projectandnowthatheisgonenooneisoverseeing

things.Ihavetogettheprojectbackontrackand

findanotherconsultantbecauseIdon'tthinkDabula

Khumalowillwantanythingtodowiththisvillage

andIknowforafactthatIwillalwaysthinkheis

Dabulamanzithespirit.Ibelieveitisbetterwejust

cuttiesandIfindanotherpersontopartnerwithso

thefactorycanstartrunningbeforetheendofthe

firstquarterofthenextyear...

ThekitchendooropensandIknowitcanonlybemy

fathercozmamaiswithmeinherewatchinga

movie.Heappearsafteraminuteandhelookstired

ashell,andhistiredisnotphysicalbutemotional.

Heisstillhavingahardtimewithcomingtoterms

withthefactthatwelosteverything.Hesettleson

thesinglecouchthathassomehowbecomehis

favoriteinthelounge...

Baba:sanibonaniendlini.



Ma:Bheki.

Shesaysinalowvoicewithhereyescastdown.

Me:heydaddy.

Baba:haoMaShangeitsmellsniceinthekitchen

whatdidyouprepare.

Ma:actuallyit'sallKayise,Ijustsupervisedher.She

preparedUsu.

Myfathergaspsforairandlooksmyway.

Baba:isthattrueNtombikayise?

Heaskswithasmile.

Me:yesbaba,yourstrulycooked.

Baba:wellinthatcasecanIhaveaplatebecauseI

am sohungry.

Inodandheadtothekitchen.Idishoutforthethree

ofusandpourjuiceinglasses.Iserveeveryone.We

eatintotalsilenceandIam proudofmyselfthis

tastesamazingLord.

Baba:thisisgreatbaby.Thankyou.



Mamastandsuptotaketheirplatestothekitchen

seeingthatIam stilleating.

Ma:soBhekihowdiditallgotoday?

Sheasksre-enteringtheroom andsittingonthe

samecouch.Myfatherreleasesasharpsigh.

Baba:welltheancestorsstoppedeverythingwhen

wewerealmostdone.

Me:haowhy?

Heshrugshisshoulder

Baba:Idon'tknowthefullstorybutapparentlythey

wanthim tobringhisfirstsontomorrow.

Ichokeonmyfoodandcoughuncontrollably.

Ma:areyouokaysisi?

Inodtakingasipofmyjuice.

Baba:soeverythingwillcontinuetomorrow.

Ma:wewillpraythathedoesn'tturnonthisvillage.

Theissueofthefirstsonisrubbingmeoffthe

wrongway.BukhosiisgoingtofreakshouldMenzi



showupathisdoorstep,Ineedtowarnhim to

prepareforitall.

Me:canIbeexcusedforafewhours?Iwanttogo

checkonBukhosi.

Baba:justdon'tstayouttoolateKayise.

Inodvigorouslyalreadygettingoffthecouch.Ican't

evenfinishthisgreatplateoffood.

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mymom andIaregettingmorescared,Menzi

startedwiththeritualstopreparehim forthethrone.

OnceheisKingmylifeandmymother'sisgoingto

changefortheworst,heisgoingtofrustrateusso

bad.ThefirstthingIknowhewilltrytoruinformeis

thefarm becausehewantstoseemepoorwithno

directionforrestofmylife.Eventhoughheisthe

onewhowrongedusandhurtmymotherhestill

feelstheneedtotormentus,pureevilifyouaskme...



Iam inmybedroom,Ijusttookabath.Daysatthe

farm aregettingmorehecticandIcomebackhome

dogtiredeachday,sotiredthatIcan'tevengoto

seeZamaNgwenya.Iam justgratefulthatmy

girlfriendunderstandsandappreciatesthevideo

callseachnightbeforewegotosleep.Ifitwas

anothergirlshewouldprobablybethinkingthatIam

cheatingorloosinginterest...

Mybedroom dooropensasIam puttingonmy

boxers,it'sKayise.Whatalovelysurprise.Ismile

andopenmyarms,shedoesn'tsayanythingbut

comesstraighttome.Westayinthiswarm embrace

forwhatseemslikeforeverandifitwereuptome

I'dneverwantthismomenttoend.Ikissher

foreheadandweletgo...

Kayise:heylove.

Me:youlooksobeautifulrightnow.Youareglowing

evengainingintherightareas.

Shegaspsforair.



Kayise:Ishouldstartworkingoutthen.

Me:ohpleasedon'tmylove.Youarepackingup

exactlywhereIlikebaby.

Kayise:ofcourseyou'dsaythatBukho.

Me:Iam simplysayingthetruth.

Sherollshereyes

Kayise:listenbabe,apparentlytheritualswere

stoppedtoday.

Ifurrowmyeyebrowsinconfusion.

Me:whatrituals?

Kayise:Menzis',myfathersaystheancestorsasked

thathebringshisfirstson.

Me:ohokay.

Isayandthatseem toannoyher.

Kayise:ohcomeonbaby,youdoknowwhatthat

meansright?

Me:nopenotreally.

Sheletsoutanexasperatedsigh.



Kayise:Chocoyouarehisfirstsonbabeobviously

theancestorsknowwhathedidtoyourmother.

Theyknowaboutyou,hewillhavenochoicebutto

comehereandaskthatyoucomewiththem tothe

palacetomorrowatdawn.

Ichuckleandshefrowns.

Me:intheperfectworldyesbutthisisMenziweare

talkingabouthere,hewouldratherdiethanletthe

worldknowwhathedidtomymother.Hewillnever

acknowledgemeashisson.Heisgoingtotake

SbonelonotmeloveplusIwasbornoutofwedlock.

Sheshakesherhead.

Kayise:Iwishyoucouldseethiswholesituation

throughmyeyes.

Me:ifyoudon'tbelievemestaythenightandyou'll

seethathewillnotshowuphere.

Kayise:Iwouldbutbabaisexpectingmeathomein

afew.

Me:wellinthatcaseweshouldfocusonusandnot

Menzis'business.I'vemissedyoubaby.



_____________________________________________

•BHEKUMBUSONGWENYA

Ijustcan'tlietomyselfanymore.Iliveinthesame

houseasthiswomanandsheisamazinginevery

aspectoftheword.Herpureheartshowswitheach

passingdaymakingithardformenottofalldeeper

inlovewithher.Iknowshehasherreservationsbut

it'stimewetakealeapoffaithandloveeachother

fearlessly.Wedeservetheloveandhappinesswe

wouldbringtoeachotherespeciallyafterallthe

painfulthingswehavebeenthroughthisyear...

Iclimboffmybedandmakeitagain,Kayisewillbe

theoneusingitnow,myplaceisnexttoMaShange

andIam claimingitnowandforever.Iheadoutthe

doorwithmyheartbeatingagainstmychest,Iam

nervousthatshewillrejectmebutIneedtoatleast

try.Igetinsideandsheistakingoffhergown,she

putsitbackonassheseesit'sme...



Me:MaShange.

Hlengiwe:Mtimandeiseverythingokay?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:everythingisfarfrom okay.

Panicflashesinhereyes.

Hlengiwe:what'swrong?

Me:Iam tiredofpushingmyfeelingstotheback

whenIknowthatitisyouthatIwantandIknowyou

wantmetoo.

Hereyesshut.

Me:wedeservetobehappy,allowustobehappy

together.IdeserveagoodwomanHlengiweandthat

goodwomanformeisyou.

Isaymakingmywaytoher.

Me:lookatme.

Isaycuppingherchinandsheopenshereyes.

Hlengiwe:Bhekumbuso.

Hersoftvoicesays.



IpushthegownoffhershouldersandwhenIcome

intocontactwithherskinIfeelfirerushingthrough

mybody.SheispantingatmytouchandIknowfora

factthatsheisfeelingthesamewayasIdoright

now.

Me:tellmetostopMaShange.

Ikissherlipsandamoanescapeshermouth.

Me:ifyoudon'ttellmetostop,Iam goingtolayyou

downonthisbedandhaveyou.Ifyouallowmeto

haveyouthenMaShangeIwouldhaveclaimedyou

asmineforever.

Hlengiwe:Idon'twanttostopyouMtimande.

Shesaysandmyheartjustrejoices.Ismashmy

tremblinglipsontohersandtheystartmoving

togetherslowly.

__________________________________________

•MAKHOSI

Iarriveandeveryoneisalreadyatthepalace,

Bhekumbusoistherewiththeothereldersofthe



Royalcouncil,Menziisstandingbytheotherside

withhisfamily.Isignalthem towalkintothe

ancestralroom andonebyoneintheygo,Ifollowin

lastlyandshutthedoor.Theyallsettleonthestraw

matsandIgotothealterandlightthecandlesand

impepho.IsitandfaceSheziwhoseemstobeso

happythatwewillbepickingupwhereweleftoffon

hisjourneytobecomingKingbutlittledoeshe

know...

Menzi:aren'twestarting?

Heasksimpatient.

Me:wearemissingoneperson.

Theyallfrownandlookateachothercounting

heads.

Menzi:Idon'tthinkso.

Bheki:heisrightmakhosi,weareallhereevenextra

ashebroughthiswifeandtheotherson.

Ishakemyhead,theydon'tknowwhatIknow.

Me:ItoldyoutobringyourfirstsonShezi,untilhe



arrivestheancestorswillnotpermitmetocontinue

withanything.

Menzi:haibomakhosi,hereisSbonelomyfirstson.

Ichuckle.

Me:webothknowthatthisboyisnotyourfirst.

Everyonegaspsforair.Shockmakingrounds

becauseofwhatIjustsaid.

Nobuntu:Iam sorrytospeakoutofturnmakhosi

butIhaveneverhadanyotherchildexceptthese

two.

Me:Iknowsisi,theboyisnotfrom yourwomb.

Nobuntu:what?Whatdoyoumean?

IlookatMenziwhoisshakingandsquirming.

Me:youwillexplainthistoyourwifeintheprivacyof

yourownhomebutrightnowIhaveanimportant

messagefrom theancestors.

Menzi:makhosipleaselet'stalkinprivate.

Me:youhavedonealotinthedarknowit'sall

comingout.TheSheziancestors,yourforefathers



sayIshouldtellyouthattheywanttoseetheirown

backhomeandifyoudon'tdoitin3daystheywill

strikeyouandnotwithdeathbutwithsomething

thatwillmakeyouwishyouweredead.

Hegaspsforair,brushinghisbaldhead.

Sbonelo:babawhat'shappening?

Hissupposedfirstsonasks.

Menzi:shutup,justshutup.

Hesnapsatthepoorboy.

Me:youcanallleave.

Theeldersstartcomplaining,theyareannoyedcoz

theyhadtowakeupearlyinthemorningfornothing.

Me:Menzibringthatboysohecangetwhatis

rightfullyhisorelsecalamitywillfallonyouand

thoseyouholddear.

Nobuntu:ohMenziwenzeni?

ShecriesandIshakemyheadfeelingbadforher,

sheisagoodwomanwhodoesn'tdeservethis.

___________________________________________



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER54

___________________________

•MENZISHEZI

Iam practicallyrunningtomyhousewithmyfamily

followingmebehind,Ireallydon'tknowhowIam

goingtogetmyselfoutofthisone.Thesedamn

ancestorsjusthadtocrownmeandleavegossipsto

theside,nowtheywantmetoturnmylifeupside

down.OncemywifelearnsofwhatIdidIswearall

hellisgoingtobreakloose,yessheissweetand

calm butshowmeawomanwhowouldn'tfreakout

whenshelearnsthatherhusbandimpregnated

another,andthatotherinthiscasewasherbest

friend.Buntuwon'tjusthatemeforhavingakidwith

Phindilesheisgoingtohatemeforhowthechild

cameaboutandasaresultofithavingherbest

friendpullawayfrom her...



Myhearthasispoundingagainstmychest,notonce

haveIfoundmyselfcaughtbetweenarockanda

hardplace.Thecommunitywon'tacceptmeastheir

KingnowbutworsenonofthesonsIhadoutofmy

marriagewillberecognizedtosucceedmeaftermy

forefathersrememberme.Igettothehouseand

unlockthedoor,Buntuandtheboysarenotbehind

me,itwillgivemeachancetocooksomethingto

tellherbecauseIam notgoingtoletmywifeknow

anythingaboutthiswholething.Iam notwillingto

loosemywife,myfamilyandroyaltyoverlowlives

likeBukhosiandhismother...

ThedoorburstsopenandNobuntuwalksinlooking

readytomurderme,neverhaveIseenmywifelook

atmethisway.Iam tryingtokeepastraightface

butIam justpanickingandit'sshowingonmyface,I

am hopingthattheboyswillwalkinandsaveme

from thewrathIam abouttoreceivefrom their

mother.Butwhoam Ikiddingtheyaregoingtogive

megrievetoo,everyonewantsanswersIam notso

thrilledtogive...



Nobuntu:don'tevenexpectmetoaskMenzi.

Me:sthandwasamitheyarejusttryingtomakeit

hardforustoberoyalty.

Shechortlesbutnotamused.

Nobuntu:doyouthinkIam stupid?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:never,I'veneverhadsuchthoughts.

Nobuntu:ifyouhaveevenoneounceofrespectfor

methenMenziyouwilltellthetruthandnothingbut

thetruth.

Itakemytremblinglowerlipbetweenmyteeth.

Me:Buntudon'tlistentothem.

Shenodsandwalksoutofourbedroom.Itakea

deepbreathtryingtofigureoutwhatstoryIam

goingtoselltoherorevenbetterhowIam goingto

escapehavingtotellthetruthandstillavoidthe

wrathofmyancestors.Iam pacingupanddown

andnothingiscomingtomeandanyminutenowI



am goingtohavetohavetofaceher,sheisnot

goingtoletthisgo.Shewalksinwithabucketof

water,cookingoilandasjambok,Istepbackand

sheplacesthebucketdownandcloseourdoor

lockingit.Iam scaredrightnowwonderingwhatshe

isgoingtodotome.

Me:Buntuwhatareyoudoingwiththatthing.

Nobuntu:itwouldreallyhelpyoutotellmethetruth

rightnowMenzi.

Sheisascoolasacucumberbutthat'sscary

becausewhateversheisgoingtodotomeIwon't

seeitcomingatall.

Nobuntu:Menziyouaretestingthepatienceofa

saintrightnow.AndIwillnotbeheldresponsiblefor

whatIam abouttodo.

Me:Iam beggingyouplease.

Shenodsandopensthebottleofcookingoil,pours

itonthefloorbutcarefulenoughnottopouritwhere

sheisstanding.Iam stilltryingtofigureoutwhat

sheisgoingtodo,thesjambokisobviousbutthis

notsomuch.BeforeIcanevenwrapmyhead



aroundeverythingIam screamingbecausethis

waterisburningmyskin,itfeelslikeIam peeling.I

makeawrongmoveandtrytorunbuttheoilmakes

surethatit'sastruggle.Iam downandeachtimeI

trytostandIfindmyselfontheflooragain.It's

slipperyandnotdoingmeanyjustice.Shestarts

hittingmehardwiththesjambokandIam

screamingatthetopofmylungs,myownwifeis

doingthistome.

Me:BuntupleaseIam beggingyouplease.

Nobuntu:whoisthatchildMakhosispokeof?Who

isheMenzi?Iwillnotbeafraidtomurderyouright

now.

ForthefirsttimetodayIcanhearrageinhervoice.

Shehasn'tstoppedhittingmeandit'spainfulnoway

toescapeitall.

Me:Iwilltellyoujuststopplease.

Nobuntu:khulumadammit.

Sheisnottakingmywordforit.

Me:it'sBukhosiBuntu,heisthesonMakhosiwas



talkingabout.Iam sosorrysthandwasamibutit's

allPhindile,sheseducedme.Sheplanneditall,she

wasjealousofusandshetemptedmesomuchthat

Ifellforit.ItwasonlyonceIswear,whenIrefused

toleaveyouforhershegotmadthat'swhyshe

stoppedbeingyourfriend.

Itellherhalfthetruthandthatgetshertostop

Hittingme.

Nobuntu:whatdidyoujustsay?

Thepainlacedinhervoicehurtsmetomysoul.

Me:Iam verysorryBuntu.Iloveyouverymuch.

___________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Bukhosijustdoesn'tbelievethathisfather's

ancestorsarelookingforhim andthattheywanthim

home.HeisconvincedMenziwilltrytomanipulate

them andthatmademelaughbecauseIhavebeena

princessbeforeandIknowwhattheunderground

gangiscapableof.Whenthey'vesettheirmindson



somethingtheyaregoingtoseeitthrough,ittook

meaminutetorealizethattheymightbequietfor

sometimebutthatdoesn'tmeantheyarenotaware

ofwhatishappening.Thatmanrapedmy

boyfriend'smom yearsandyearsagobutonlynow

aretheylookingtovindicatebothmotherandson.I

won'tforcehim tobelievethatitwillallworkoutfor

thebestbutIwillnotletgoofhope...

Igothomelastnighttofindthebedroom door

locked,thebedroom Ihappentosharewith

mam'Hlengiwe.Ididn'twanttocausedramacozI

hadjustbeendickeddownprettygood,allIwanted

todowasjustsleepitoff.Isleptinmyfather's

bedroom becauseIknewwhatitallmeant,Ihave

seenhowtheybothbehaveandlookateachother.

It'sobvioustheyareinloveandasmuchmuchasI

washopingthatmyparentsfixthingsIaccepted

thatthisisnottheperfectworldandwhatmymom

didisunforgivable.IloveLiyanasomuch,sheismy

mom butwhatshedidbrokeourfamilyandtook

awayeverythingmyfatherknewfrom hisbirth...



Ihavebeensittingontheedgeofthisbedwondering

howIam goingtofacemyfatherandmama.Iam

traumatizedshame,thesexualnoisesthatcame

from thebedroom lastnightnightandearlythis

morningbeforemyfatherleftforthepalace.Who

knewgrownupshadathingformorningglorytoo,

BhekumbusoNgwenyaisdatingmam'Hlengiweand

they'vedonethenastyalready.Wondersshallnever

end!

Iam famishedsoIdecidetogomakemyself

breakfastbecauseIam notgoingtodieofhunger

becauseIam embarrassed.ImeanIam nottheone

whowashavingsexandfillingthiswholehousewith

noisesbecauseI'm gettingallthepleasure.Theyare

theoneswhohavetositmedownandexplainthat

theyaredating.ThehouseisquietthankGodforit,I

won'thavetobeawkwardatleastnotyet.Iam

butteringthebreadasthekitchendooropens,baba

walksinandIkeepmyeyesonwhatIam doing.Not

abouttoseehim withtheglowrightnow...



Baba:youwon'tbelievewhathappened.

HesaysandIwannascream IBELIEVE.

Me:whatbaba?

Hepullsoutthechairandsettlesdown.

Baba:Menzihasason.

Imentallyrollmyeyes.

Me:ohhehastwoactually.

Isaysarcasticallyandhelaughs.

Baba:don'tbesmart.WhatImeantwashehasa

firstson,whoisn'thiswife's.Theancestorswantthe

boytocome.

Iblinklookingathim andwishingIcouldjusttellhim

thatIalreadyknow.

Me:youdon'tsay.

Iactshocked.

Baba:wearewaitingforhim tobringtheboysowe

cancontinuewiththerituals.Ijustwanttobedone

witheverythingRoyal.



HesaysandIfeelsobad.Heistryingtoburythat

partofhislifeandhavingtogobackfrequentlywill

notallowthattohappen.

Me:Iam sorry.

Hegivesmeasidesmile.

Baba:Iam sureyouhavequestionsbaby.

HesaysandIknowexactlywhatheisreferringto.

Me:Iconnectedthedots.Butdidyoureallyhaveto

moveintheroom whenIwasout.Thatwasreally

sneaky.

Hechuckles.

Baba:Iam sorryNtombikayise.IloveHlengiweand

wearetogethernow.Sheisagreatwoman,Ididn't

thinkIwouldbewithanywomanwhowasnotyour

motherbutlifehappendandIfindmyselfhere.I

hopeyouwillgiveusyourblessings.

Me:youhaveallmyblessings.Iwantyoutobe

happyandifmam'Hlengiweisthatpersonforyou

thenIam rootingforyouguys.

Baba:thanksforbeingsuchagreatdaughterKayise.



Iloveyou.

Igoroundthetableandhughim from behind.

Me:IloveyoutooDaddy.

_____________________________________________

•NOBUNTUSHEZI

Icouldn'tbelievemyears,Istillcan'twrapmyhead

arounditall.HefatheredBukhosiandhemanaged

tokeephim asecretforalltheseyears,howdidhe

livewithhimselfknowingthattheybothsuffered

whenhecouldhaveassistedthem.ImeanMenzi

hasalwayshadsomecoldnesstowardsthatgood

boywhichmakesmewonderifheevenknowsthat

heishisfather...

Ileftmyhousehoursagotoclearmyhead,Ihave

beensittingbytheriveraddingsomewatertoitwith

allthetearsIam crying.Iam heartbrokentosaythe

least,knowingthatmyhusbandoncesteppedoutof

ourmarriagewithmybestfriendhurtsmesomuch.



Butthestoryhetoldmedoesn'tsitwellwithme,I

meanIhaveknownPhindileforyearsandyearsshe

waslikeasistertomeandIdon'tremembereven

foroncefeelinglikesheisenvyingmeorsomething

likethat.WhichiswhyIam findingithardtobelieve.

MenziismyhusbandandIdon'twanttobelievehe

wouldalsolieaboutthiseither,theonlywaytohave

peaceisifItalktoPhindile,shewilltellmethe

truth...

Istandupfrom thebigrockandheadtoherhouse,

thesunisnowhot.Iam scaredtolearnthetruth,but

Ireallyneedtohearthestoryfrom her.Onlyshecan

giveittomestraight.IjusthopeBukhosiisnot

aroundthehouse,theconversationthatIam going

tohavewithhismotherisgoingtogetintense,soI

willnotbetheonetotellhim thenewsofmy

husbandbeinghisfatherifPhindilehasn'ttoldhim

yet.Theyardiscleanasalways,Iknockonthedoor

andasecondlatersheistheonetoopen.Shelooks

better,muchbetterthanshewasmonthsago.We

arejuststaringateachotherastearsbothblindour



eyes,sheissurelyshockedtoseemeatherdoor

stepaftersuchalongtime...

Me:sisi

Itcomesoutasawhisper.

Phindile:Buntu.

Sheblinksandhertearsfall.

Me:isittrue?

IasknotsureifIwanttohearthetruthbecauseit

willbreakmefurther.

Shecloseshereyes,drinkinginmyquestion.

Phindile:whatdidhetellyou?

Shehasconnectedthedots.

Me:wecan'tbetalkingaboutitherel,canIcomein

please?

ShestepstothesideandIsighinrelief.Thehouse

isnicernow.

Me:hesaysBukhosiishissonandhecameabout



becauseyouseducedhim.

Isaylookingatherstraightintheeyes.Sheis

shocked

Phindile:BuntuIwouldneverdothat.Heisyour

husband,Iwouldn'tgoafterhim oranymarriedman

forthatmatter.HeisBukhosi'sfatherbutitdidn't

happenthewayyouthink.

ShesayswithashakingvoiceandIcanseethepain

inhereyes.

Me:thenhowdidithappen?Ineedtoknowbecause

Iam comingupwithdifferentscenariosinmyhead

sisi.PleasetellmeIam beggingyou.

Shesettlesonthecouchandcries,it'slikeIjust

openedacanofwormsandbroughtbackallthe

painthatwasburieddeep.

Me:pleasetellmePhindile.Ineedtoknowthetruth

soIcanmakeadecisionbeforeeverythinggoes

throughplease.

Ibegherandshelooksupatme.

Phindile:heheuhm...BuntuIdidn'tdowhathesays,I



don'tknowwhyheislyingbecausethetruthalways

comesout.Heisthedevil,MenzirapedmeBuntu,he

forcefullytookawaymyprideandBukhosiwas

convinced.WhenhelearnedIwaspregnanthetried

killingmebysettingmyhutonfirebutallhis

attemptsfailed.Whenmysongrewuphetried

everythingtoruinhim still.Ineverwantedanything

from thatmanallIwantedwasforhim tostayaway

buthislife'smissionistotormentus,lieagainstus

andIam tirednow.

Ihavemyhandsonmymouth,howcouldmy

husbanddothat?HeknewPhindilewaslikeasister

tome,wewereherfamilyandsheonlyhadus.

Phindile:IpushedyouawaybecausehowcouldI

havefacedyou?Facedhim?Icarriedtheshameand

painwithmealone,butIhadBukhosiandhis

presenceinmylifemademefeelalittlebetter.

Me:doesheknow?BukhosiImean?

Shenods

Phindile:thatisthetruthBuntu,Ididn'talteranything

oromitsomeparts.Heknowswhathedidtome



andhispunishmentiscoming.

Me:Ibelieveyousisi.Ibelieveyoubecauseofwhat

heusedtodotome.

Shefurrowshereyebrows.

Phindile:whatdoyoumean?

Me:I'm sayingIknowthekindofmonsterheis,just

cozhehasn'tbeenoneinthelongesttimedoesn't

meanheisn't.

ShenodsandIsitdownnexttoher.Ifindherhand

andshequicklyclaspsmine.

Me:canIjuststayhereforafewhourstothink.

Phindile:youcansisi.

Me:Iam sorryyouhadtogothroughthis.

___________________________________________

•MAKHOSI

Menziisagreensnakeinthegrass,hewilltryto

manipulatethesituationandobviouslyhewillnot



succeed.Heneedstobetheonetointroducehim to

theancestors,andoncehedoeshecangojumpofa

cliffbecausehewillnotsmellthethroneasKing,he

willjustbethemanwhoviolatedawomanand

producedteKing,thesonhehatesandwantsto

keepawayfrom theworldwillbetheonetorulethis

Kingdom.Thatboyisgoingtobeagreatleaderwith

aqueenlikeKayisebyhissidetheywilltake

Ukuthulatogreaterheights.Theonlythingwehave

todealwithisconvincinghim toaccepthiscalling,a

callinghewasdestinedforbeforehewasevenborn.

ThisisajobIwillaskedBhekumbusotodo,heisa

noblemanandhehasalwayshadasoftspotfor

him.

____________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mygirlfrienddecidedtopickmeupfrom worktoday,

thewayworkishecticwedon'thaveenoughtimeas

acoupleandthesemomentsareappreciated.She

droveustothenearesttownandwehadamealat



theirrestaurant.Iam dogtiredasshepullsup

outsidemyhouse,it'sdarkalreadyandI'm sure

mamaiswonderingwhereIam butthistakeaway

willmakethingsrightagain...

ZamaNgwenyaisgoingtostayjustforafew

minutesthenshewillbeheadinghomeafterwards.

Wewalkinsidethehouseanditsquiet,theTVisnot

playing,weheadtotheloungeandIam shockedto

seemymotherandmam'Nobuntuinthesameroom

andsoclose.Mymotherhadendedtheirfriendship

becauseofwhatthatpigdidtoher...

Kayise:sanibona.

Shegreetsandboththeseladiesrespond.Themood

inthehouseissad,Iwonderwhatisgoingonhere.

Kayise:babeIthinkIshouldjustheadout.

Me:okayletmewalkyouout.

Kayise:noChocoit'sokay.

Me:Iwillcalllater.Iloveyou.



Kayise:Iloveyoutoobabe.

Shewalksoutafterbiddingthem farewellandI

settleonthesinglecouch.

Me:iseverythingokay?

Mama:sheknowsBukhosi.

Iletoutadeepsigh.

Mam'Nobuntu:Iam verysorryBukhosi.

Shesayswilltearswellingupinhereyes.

Me:It'sokaymama,Iam justshockedthatyou

believeus.

Mam'Nobuntu:Iknowthekindofpersonyourmom

isandit'ssadthatwelosttimebecauseofMenzi.

Thesadnessinhervoicebreaksmyheart,sheisa

greatwomananddoesn'tdeservethatpig.

Me:Ibelieveyouladieswillworkitout.

Theybothnodandthekitchendooropens,did

ZamaNgwenyaforgetsomethingmaybe.Inwalks

thedevilandIquicklygetup.



Me:whogaveyouthepermissiontocomeinhere?

Whatdoyouwant?

Iroarandheholdshishandsout.

Menzi:Iam notheretofight,Icomeinpeace.

Mam'Nobuntu:youhavenoshameMenzi,afterlying

tomeabouthowithappened?

Ifurrowmyforeheadandlookatmymom wholooks

likesheisreadytokillthisman.

Menzi:Buntuwewilltalkaboutthiswhenweget

homeplease.RightnowIam heretotalktomyson.

Ichuckle.

Me:youleftyourson'sbackathomesir.

Hekneelsinfrontofme.

Menzi:Bukhosi,myancestorswantyouhome.They

wantwanttoacknowledgeyou.

Me:tellthem I'm notinterested.

Menzi:sonplease.

Me:stopcallingmethat.



Menzi:butyouareandit'stimetocomehome

please.Iam sorryforwhatIdidIpromiseyouIam.

Theygavemetwodaystobringyoualongwith

beforetheycancontinuewithmyritualstobecome

King.

Ilaughshakingmyhead.

Me:ohyouarejustheretomakemeameanstoan

end.Youarenotsorry,youjustwanttobeking.Iam

sorryIwon'tbeabletohelpyououtthere.

Mama:getthehelloutofmyhouseMenzi!

Shescreamsathim.

Menzi:Iam sorryforwhatIdidtoyou,Iam sorry

Phindile.

Mama:leaveMenzileave.MysonandIdon'tneed

you,continuemistreatinguswedon'tneedyour

apology.

Mam'Nobuntu:leavethem aloneMenzi,youhave

causedthem pain.Itisenoughnow.

Menzi:butBuntuyouheardmakhosi.

Mam'Nobuntu:justleave.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER55

__________________________

•MENZISHEZI

Ileavewithmytailinbetweenmylegs,Iam

panickingandeverythingthatIneverthoughtIwill

haveandalmosthadisnowdriftingfarfrom me.I

needBukhositobecrowned,Ineedthatboyandhis

motherandIhateitall.Theworldknowsthetruth

nowthatshouldbejusticeenoughforthebothof

them,Ispokethetruthsoletthem meetmehalfway

byallowingmetobeaKingandIpromisetogive

them alittlesomethinginreturnforthefavorthey

wouldhavedoneforme.Bukhosicannotbemy

successorbecausehewasbornoutofwedlockso

hewilljustbeasonwhohasnoclaim overmy

throne...

NowIhaveanotherbattletofightonmyhands,my



wifeseemstohavetakentheirside.Iam surethey

havepoisonedherenoughagainstme.It'sgoingto

takehellandhighwaterstogethertoforgivemebut

soonasIam crowned,IwillusethepowerIhave

overhertomakehercomehomeandshunPhindile

andhersonforever.Wewillbelivingourdream with

ourchildrensoshewillhavenobusinesswiththose

thatwillgooutoftheirwaytodestroythatforus...

I'm slowlymakingmywaytomyhouseanditsdark

outside,mybodyisachingproofofwhatmywifedid

tomewiththatsjambok.ItstingsbutIhavetokeep

mycomposurebecauseIdon'tneedpeopleasking

mewhathappened,asamanwherewillIevenstart

explaining?Amanasstrongasmeforthatmatter,

soIwilljusttakeitlikeabigboyandconvince

myselfthatIdeservedeverylashshestrikedme

with.NowIfullyunderstandwhentheysay"hellheth

nofurylikeawomanscorned"...

Igetintotheyardandfindmyson'ssittingoutside,



Mfundoisbusydiggingthesoilwithaknife,thelook

onhisfacescreamsmurder.Ijusthopetheydon't

repeatwhattheirmotherdid,thatisfightingmecoz

iftheytryIpromiseIwillshowthem whoMenziis.

YesIneededtoexplaintomywifetheirmotherand

notthem,theyshouldjustexcusethemselvesfrom

mymarriageforpeacesake...

Sbonelo:whereisourmother?

Heasksstandingup,shouldersbroadandvoice

deep.Helookslikeheisreadyforwarwithme.

Me:shewillbehomesoon.

Sbonelo:that'snotwhatIaskedyoubaba!

HeraiseshisvoiceatmeandIgaspforair.

Mfundo:andtheysaidyou'dbetheheir.

Hesayschuckling.Hisbrotherturnstofacehim.

Sbonelo:whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Mfundo:thefirstthingyouaskforisyourmom?Ma

isfine!Youshouldbeaskingthismanwhatmakhosi



wastalkingabout.It'sclearthere'sanothersonout

theresohehastoexplaintousexactlywhatthe

sangomawastalkingabout.

Iswallowcozmyson'stonelacksrespectinevery

waypossible.Idon'tevenknowhowtoreprimand

him.

Sbonelo:Idon'tcareaboutastrangerIhavenever

seenbeforebutIcareaboutmymom,theonethat

broughtusintothisworld.Iam maturedenoughto

haveunderstoodexactlywhatmakhosimeantsoI

am askingaboutmymotherbecausethismustbe

killingher.

HesaysandMfundoblinksacoupleoftimeswith

nosolidcomebackforhisbrother.

Me:Idon'twantyouboystofightplease,Iwillfixit

allIpromiseIwillmakeitright.

Sbonelo:justbringmymotherbackhomebaba,I

don'tcareabouteverythingelse.

Hesaysandwalksbackinthehouse.Inever

thoughtI'dseeSbosomad,mysonnormallyacts

likeafoolsothisisshocking,hisreactionisscaring



me.ButIneedtogiveBuntuthisnighttothinkthings

through,Ijusthatetheplacewheresheisdoingthis.

_________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

It'sthenerveforme,thenerveofhowthatpieceof

shitthoughthewouldjustshowuphereandkneel

beforeme,expectingmetoforgivehim andhand

him thethroneonasilverplatter.Hedoesn'tdeserve

thisKingdom,hewillusehispowerinthewrongway.

Tooppressotherwomanandjustmakelifealiving

hellforothers.IwillnotforgiveMenzinotforallthe

teainChina,becauseofhim mymotherisscardfor

life.Becauseofhim lifewashardforthebothofus,

hewentoutofhiswaytomakethingsgosouthfor

mewhenheistheonewhodidwrong...

Ijustfinishedtakingmybath,Ineededtocalm down

becauseIwasliterallyshakingwithanger.Lord

knowsittookeverythinginmenottopunchhim to

death,Iwantedtophysicallyhurthim because



emotionallynothingIwouldsaywouldevenmove

hisstonecoldheart.SinceIcouldn'tevenbring

myselftodoingitIwilljustbethereasonwhyhe

nevergetsthatthrone,hedidsaytheygavehim two

daystobringhisfirstson.Hewillonlyremember

howclosehegottobeKingbecausetheactual

thronehewillneversit.Theancestorswilljusthave

toreturnthethronetoKingBhekumbusoorfind

anothernobelmantoleadthisbeautifulKingdom...

Iwalkbacktotheloungeandfindmymotherand

Mam'Nobuntueatingsupper,theybothlookingat

theTVbutIcantelltheTViswatchingthem.Iam

justgladthatthiswomanbelievedmymother,ifonly

womanstoodupforeachotherthiswayinsteadof

feelingtheneedtoprotecttheperpetrator.Ijust

settleonthesinglecouchandcrossmylegs,my

mom turnstolookatmeandsheoffersmeafaint

smile...

Mama:areyouokay?



Isighheavilyandnod.

Me:I'llbeokay.

Mam'Nobuntu:don'tallowhim toleaveyouinthis

foulmoodBukho.

Me:ishealwaysabustardorit'sonlytomymom

andI?

Mam'Nobuntu:anarcissistdoesn'tneedaspecific

setofpeopletobeanarcissistbaby.It'salways

beenhim.

Shesaysandyoucanseepaininhereyes.

Me:hedoesn'tdeserveyouma.

Mam'Nobuntu:Iknowbaby,buttheheartwillalways

haveit'sway.

Sheletshertearsfall.Mymotherclaspsherhand.

Mam'Nobuntu:Iam justsosadthatIdidn'tconnect

thedotsearlier.Phindilesuddenlycuttingmeoff

withoutanexplanationandMenzipushingformeto

letitgo.

Mama:don'tdothistoyourselfBuntu.Thisisallon



Menzi.

Mam'Nobuntu:Ijustcan'thelpbutbelieveIshould

haveconnecteditearlier.MaybeyouandBukhosi

wouldn'thavehaditbad.

Phindile:everythinghappensforareason,muchas

whathedidtomewaspainfulitleftmewiththe

mostpreciousgiftever.

Mam'Nobuntu:heisapreciousgiftalright.Youare

blessedPhindilewithaselflesssonlikehim.Can't

believehehasthebloodofthatmaninhim.

Me:Mam'NobuntuIam sorrybutIcan'tkeepthis

from youanylonger.

Shenarrowshereyes.Shedeservestoknowthe

truthanddecidewherehermarriagestandsknowing

everythingtheis.

Mam'Nobuntu:whatareyoutalkingaboutson?

Iswallow.

Me:whenIwasstillworkingatthepalaceIsaw

things,thingsIconvincedmyselfweren'tmy

businessbutnowIjustcan'tkeepittomyself.You



needtoknowthetruth.

Mam'Nobuntu:Iam listening.

Sheissocalm butIcantellherheartisbeating

againstherchest.

Me:yourhusbandandNonhle,theQueenssisterhad

anaffair.

Shechuckles.

Mam'Nobuntu:Ifigured.

Ifurrowmyforehead.

Phindile:kanjani?

Mam'Nobuntu:wellwhenyourhusbandspends

mostnightsoutandgivesyouexcusesaboutgoing

totheneighboringvillage,forsomebusiness

prospectshehasnevermentionedbeforeorwhich

haveneveryieldprogressyoustarttoworry.I

followedhim onceandtheroadledtotheriver

wheremyhusband'smistresswaited.Iwasshocked

andhurttofindthatit'sNonhle,Ishouldhaveleft

him thenbutIquestionedmyselfsomuchIstarted

blamingmyselfforit.IfIlookedclosetoNonhle



thenhewouldn'thaveevenlookedatherbutIwas

alwaysinadoek,longdressesandfacealways

coveredinmemeza.Sohowcouldhenotlookata

beautifulwomanlikethat?Itriedcleaningupbutit

neverstoppedratherIwouldfindanotherfaulttofix

withmyselftomakehim lookatmeagain.

ShesayswithtearsstreamingdownherfaceandI

feelbadforbringingthisup.

Phindile:Iam sorry.

Me:withwhathedidtoyouPhindiIwillneverlookat

him thesameway.Ijustneedtogetmykidsand

leavethatmanbutwheredoIgo?

Phindile:wedon'thaveenoughroom butyoucan

hideyourheadhereuntilyoufigurethingsout.

Shesmilesatmymother.

Mam'Nobuntu:thankyousisi.Bukhosithankyoufor

tellingmeeventhoughIalreadyknewthankyouson.

_________________________________________

•MAKHOSI



Iam wokenupbyaknockonmydoor,whocouldit

beatthishour.Myancestorsdon'tevenwakemeup

likethis.Ireachformyphonetocheckthetimeand

it's4am,Ioversleptyesbutwhoeveritisonmy

doorstephadnorighttobangonmydoorlikethisis

atavern.Islowlygetoffmybedandmakemyway

toopenup.It'sMenziSheziandhelooksbesides

himself,Istareathim foraminuteandhelooks

downembarrassed...

Me:Iam coming.

Isayclosingthedoorinhisface,hisproblem isone

thatispressing,thisvillagedependsonhim doing

therightthing.HeneedstointroduceBukhositothe

ancestorsandbythelookofthingshewenttotalk

totheboyandheprobablyshuthim down

immediately.Heisjustifiedtowantnothingtodo

withMenzibutrightnowthepeopleofUkuthula

needhim toascendthethroneandoncehe'sKinghe

willdoashepleaseswithMenzi.Banishhim,send



him tothesecludedplacetodiewhateverhewants

hewillbeabletodoit...

Iquicklypourwaterintheplasticbasinandfreshen

up,asmuchasthisisanemergencyIneedtobe

freshbecauseitwillbetheonlychanceIget.My

daysgethecticwithmyclientsandthisdilemmawe

aredealingwith.OnceIam done,Iputonmygear

andheadouttohearwhathehastosay.Heis

sittingonthebenchbalancinghisbackwiththewall

ofthehut,heisstaringatspaceandbythelookof

thingsIwasright,Bukhosishowedhim flames...

Iplacemystrawmatdownnexttohim,thesunis

notyetcomingoutthehorizonsoit'sstillalittledark

outside.Hepullshimselftogetherandbalanceshis

armsonhisknees,heletsoutadeepsighandI

readymyselftoplaydumb...

Me:howcanIhelpyou?



Menzi:Iam sorryforshowingupsoearly.

Me:it'sokaysowhatcanIdoforyou?

Menzi:uhm Iwenttomyfirstson.

Me:that'sgood.Bringhim tomorrowatdawn.

Heshakeshishead.

Menzi:hewantsnothingtodowithmemakhosi.

Me:why?Whathappened?

Menzi:there'salotofhistoryandbadbloodbetween

me,him andhismother.

HeexplainslightlyandIchuckle.

Me:youaregoingtohavetoelaborate.

Menzi:wellmakhosihismotherhappenedtobemy

wife'sfriendandamistakehappenedbetweenthe

bothofusandsheclaimsItookadvantageofher.

Ourencounterresultedintheboy.

Hetellsthetruthwillapinchofalie,aliethat's

meanttocleanhim offwhathedidexactlybutlittle

doesheknowthatnoonecanfooltheancestorsfor

long.Iwilllethim playthiscard.



Me:who'sthisboy?

Menzi:wellit'sBukhosi,theonethatworkedatthe

palace.

Wouldyoulookatthat,hetoldthetruth.

Me:Isee,wellMenzi,youwillneedtoconvincehim

todothis.Timeisnotonourside.

Menzi:buthow?

Ishrugmyshoulders.

Me:figureitout.Beg,cry,diewhateverthatwill

makehim agreetocometothepalaceandbe

introducedtotheancestors.

HelooksatmeshockedbutImeanit,hebetterdo

whateverittakes.

Menzi:I'llseewhatIcando.

Me:gowellthen.

Henodsandgetsupleaving.Iknowexactlywhoto

bringtothemix,hewillknowhowtoconvince

Bukhosiintocomingthroughandacceptingthe

Shezinameandtheancestorssohecanbeking.



________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Idroveoutinthemorningtogobuysomelaxative

cozinyongohasbeenshowingmeflames.I

seriouslyneedtoservicecozwowI'm tiredof

tastingmetalinmymouth,Idon'twanttotalkabout

thesalivajesusI'm tiredofspittingoutallthedamn

time.Igethomeandmyfather'scarisnotinthe

yard,ImissedbreakfastonpurposecozIdidn't

knowhowtofacethem especiallyaftertheygotiton

lastnight.Iam happytheyaretogetherandthat

theirsexualchemistryistherebutcanthey

remembertheylivewithme?It'sawkwardformeto

facethem afterhearingthem moanandgroanfor

thesecondtimeinarow...

Iwalkinthehouseandmamaisinthekitchen

washingthedishes,Iswallowandwishtheground

couldopenupandswallowmewhole.Shesmilesat

meandIgreetwhichshepolitelyanswersto.She



looksshytooandIguessshefiguredwhyIhave

beenactingthisway,Imeantheyaretraumatizinga

child.ItoldBukhoaboutitandhelaughedsayinghis

mom oncecomplainedaboutustoowhenI'm

sleepingoversoIguessI'm havingatasteofmy

ownmedicine.Butthenagainthesetwoareoldand

theirsexshouldbesilentandboringhao...

Mynippleshavingbeenitchingmefordaysnow,

theyareerectandsensitiveandIswearirubon

them halfoftheday,puttingonabraiseven

annoyingformebecauseit'ssouncomfortable.Irub

justoneasImixmylaxativewithwarm water.

mam'HlengiweislookingatmelikeI'm mad,her

eyesmovetomybreastwhereI'm rubbing

vigorouslytryingtotakecareoftheitch...

Mama:everythingokaybaby?

Sheasksreallyconcerned.

Me:yesI'm good.



Mama:yourbreasts?

Ilookatthem likeI'm notunderstandingher

question.

Mama:youarescratching.

Me:IthinkI'm goingtohavemyperiodssoon.

Mama:ohokay.

Shedoesn'tseem tobelieveme.

Me:Ijustwannadrinkthisandservicemysystem,

haven'tdoneitinalongwhile.

Mama:okay,youdothat.

Igulpdownthecontentinthecupandit'sbitter.I

holdintheurgeofvomiting.

Mama:Kayisecanwehaveaword?

SheasksasIam abouttostepoutofthekitchen.

Me:okayma.

Ipulloutachairandsitdown,shedoesthesame

andstartsfondlingwithherfingers.

Mama:youfathertoldmethathetoldyouaboutour



relationship.

Me:yeshedidma.

Mama:Iam sorrywedidn'taskforyourpermission

firstespeciallyseeingthatyourparentsonly

separatedawhileago.Itriedfightingmyfeelings

untilitwashard.Ihatethatthingsareawkward

betweenus,Ihopewedon'tloseourbond.

Ismile.

Me:allIwanttoseeismyfatherhappybecause

that'sallhewantsformetoo.Hesupportsme

alwaysandIam happyheiswithyou,likeIsaidto

him youtwohavemysupportandblessings.Youare

agreatwomanandIbelievebothyourfeelingsdidn't

startnowithasbeengrowingfrom whenLiyanawas

stillaround.

Shenods.

Mama:thankyouKayise,IloveBhekumbusoandI

willtreathim rightalways.Ipromiseyou.

Me:trustmemama,Ibelieveyou.CanIjustsayone

thingandIdon'tmeantosounddisrespectful.



Mama:okay?

Sheisunsureofherself.

Me:huhuhm souhm yourbedroom islikenextdoor

tomineandthewallsarenotsothickpleasewhen

youuhm canyoukeepitdown?

Sheislookingdownembarrassedforaminuteuntil

anervouschucklecomesfrom her.

Mama:ohmyGodIam soembarrassedrightnow

KayiseI'm soverysorrybaby.I'lltalktoyourfather.

Iletoutasighofrelief.

Mama:Ifigurethisiswhyyouhavebeenawkward?

Inodandmyphonerings,savingmefrom this

conversation.

Me:mamaIneedtotakethis,it'sBukhosi.

__________________________________________

•LIYANAMDLULI

Thingsaregettingharderformebytheday,myown



familyhassubjectedmetoslaveryandIjustcan't

takeitanymore.Ihaven'thadanyfoodforawhile

nowandDabulamanziontheotherhandhas

unleashedgreattormentonme.Hehascompletely

takenovermyhead,hewantsmetoallowhim inso

hecangobacktoUkuthulaandplotrevengeagainst

myhusbandandourdaughterforgettingridofhim

andfreeingthevesselhehadchosen.Ihonestly

don'tknowhowheisabletobeinmyheadwhenI

haveallhispowers,powerswhichprovethathewill

neverletmebeforaslongasIhavethem...

Imanagedtowalktothedarkforestfrom my

mertenalhomestead,it'sfarandIhadnoenergyin

me.InfactIhavenothinginme,nowilltogoonand

nohopeatall.AllIam carryingispain,regret,this

ropeandabucket.Yes,thisiscowardiceofmetodo

butIhavenothingtolivefor.Isoldmydaughterand

myhusband'sroyaltytoanevildeity.Ican'tlivewith

myselfanymoreandthisistheonlywayoutofmy

misery,theworldwouldbeabetterplacewithoutme

andnoonewillmissmesogoodriddance...



Ifastentheropeonthestrongbranchofthetree

andandputtheotherendaroundmyneck.Myshirt

isdrenchedinsweat,notbecauseit'shotorbecause

Iam doinghardlabornoit'sbecauseIam scared

outofmymind.YesIhavemadethisdecisionbut

deathisanotherunknown.Isendashortprayerand

allowmyselftorememberthegoodmemoriesI

sharedwithmyhusbandandourdaughterandjust

likethatmyheartisalright.ImmediatelywhenIfelt

DabulatryingtocreepinmyheadIquicklykickthe

bucketandtheropetightensaroundmynextmaking

ithardformetobreath,Itrytoloosenitandit'snot

becauseIdon'twanttodiebutbecausenature

propelsafightorflightoption.OutofnowhereIhave

messedmyselfandslowlyfeelinglifeleavingmy

body...

__________________________________________

•NOEDITS.

TheHousewifeisstillavailable,pleasecheckthe

pinnedpostatthetopformoreinformation.



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER56

___________________________

•BHEKUMBUSONGWENYA

Iwokeuptomakhosi'stextmessageaskingmeto

makemywaytohishouseasquicklyasIcould.

SoonasIfinishedwithbreakfastandMaShangeI

quicklycametohishousetofindoutwhatis

happening,Iknewitwasurgentbecausehehardly

everincludesmeinthingsthatdon'tneedmy

attention.Ihavebeenwaitingoutsideforclosetoan

hournow,heisbusyinthendobawithaclient.Iam

anxiousnowtoknowwhatishappeningandifI

couldIwouldjustburstinthehutandtellhisclient

tocomebacklateron...

Afterwhatseemslikeforeverthedoorfinallyopens

andthepersonwalksoutwiththewidestsmile,I

guessmakhosijusthelpedhim solvehisproblems.



HegreetsmeandIrespondtoitbeforeheheadsto

thegate,Istanduphopingtheonethatcalledme

herewillwalkoutbutanotherminutepasses.For

someonewhocalledSOSheistakinghissweettime

andIcouldbeathomespendingsometimewith

Hlengiwe...

Iam pacingupanddownwhenasharppainhitsmy

chest,it'ssoserverthatIscream andslowlysink

down.Idon'tremembereverfeelinganythingso

painfulGod,Ifeelsomeoneputtheirhandsonmy

shoulderandIopenmyeyestofindmakhosilooking

atmeconcerned.Hedoesn'tsayanythingbutallows

meaminute,onceitsubsideshehelpsmeuponmy

feet.Myrighthandisplacedexactlywherethepain

strikedme...

Makhosi:whathappened?

Iexhale

Me:Idon'tknow,asharppainjusthitmerighthere.



Ipointtomychestandhenarrowshiseyes.

Makhosi:thatmeanssomethingBhekibutIwould

seeifanythingwasgoingon.Iwillconsultwithyour

ancestorsandletyouknowifthere'sanything

happening.

Me:thankyou.Sowhatistheemergency?

Makhosi:comelet'sgoin.

Heleadsmetothehouseandnottheancestral

room soIknowit'snotgoingtobesomething

shockingordemandingtheimpossible.

WebothsettledownandIlookathim hopingthathe

willspillitoutalready.

Makhosi:wellIneedyourhelpwithsomething

Bhekumbuso.

Inarrowmyeyes.

Me:myhelp?

Makhosi:wellMenzi'sfirstsonwillnotaccepthim

andhonestlyweneedthatboytoascendthethrone.

Ifurrowmyforehead.



Me:howcouldIpossiblybeanyhelponthismatter

Makhosi?

Makhosi:wellBheki,theboylooksuptoyouandyou

alsohaveasoftspotforhim.Hewilllistentoreason

ifyouaretheoneputtingitonthetable.

Ichuckle.

Me:youarenotmakinganysensebaba,whoarewe

talkingabouthere?

Makhosi:Bukhosi.

Iraiseaneyebrowshockedashell.

Me:BukhosiBukhosi?AsinKayise'sBukhosi?

Henodsvigorously

Makhosi:yes,heisMenzi'sfirstson.TheKing.

TosayIam shockedwillbeanunderstatement.I

meanhowisheevenhisson,MenzihatesBukhosi

andhasnevereventriedtohideit.

Me:how?Idon'tunderstand?

Makhosi:wellMenziforcedhimselfontheboys

motherandnowheistryingtodownplayit.



Wondersshallneverend!

Me:yousaywhat?

Makhosi:welltheSheziancestorswantthatboyto

carrytheirsurname,toacknowledgethem sohecan

beKing.

Me:butMenziisaliveandBukhowasbornoutof

wedlock.

Makhosi:Menziwillnotevensmellthatthrone,heis

vileandhisownancestorswantnothingtodowith

him.YesBukhosiwasbornoutofwedlockbutthey

wanthim andtheyhaveinstructedthatIcleansehim

andpreparehim forthethronebecausethatposition

wasmadeforhim.Hewasbornforthis.Him and

yourdaughterweredistanttobetogether,the

ancestorsknewwhatyourwifewoulddoandthey

knewyouwillhavetoletgoofthethroneandto

protecttheinterestofthepeopletheygaveyoua

daughterwhowillstillbeQueenbecauseofher

goodheartandplansshehasforthepeopleof

Ukuthula.

HesaysandInodslowly.



Me:soIhavetoconvincehim toacceptthename

andtakethethrone?

Makhosi:pleaseBheki,thepeopleneedhim.

Ireleaseasharpsigh.

Me:Iwillgoseehim then.

Heholdsouthishandandweshake.Indeedthe

ancestorsworkinmysteriousways,Ican'twrapmy

headaroundthiswholething.

__________________________________________

•NOBUNTUSHEZI

Theisnogoingbackfrom thisone,there'snohope

formymarriage.Itwouldbeevilofmetostaywith

suchamanafterIknowexactlywhathedidtomy

bestfriend.Yes,Iusedtotakethesamethingfrom

him whenhegothomedrunkoutofhismindbutI

didn'twanttobelievethatahusbandcanrapehis

ownwife.Iacceptedtheabusebecausehewasmy

husband,hepaidlobolaforhim andtheelderswho

marriedmeoffdidsayIbelongedtohim.ButIknow



betternowIknowthatheviolatedmethesameway

ashedidPhindile,Ijustchosetostaywithitand

acceptitallcozIdidn'twantafailedmarriage...

WherewouldIhavegonetoifIleftMenzi?Ihave

nothing,absolutelynothing.Heisthereasonweate,

hadclothesandaffordedeverythingwedidinour

life.That'sthehardestforawomanwhowantsto

leavewithnothingtohername,alsothesincere

apologiesthatcameaftereveryincidentmademe

hopethatonedayhewillmeanitandstopdoingall

thesepainfulthingstome.Ijustpraythathepays

forallhisevildoings...

Phindile:areyousureyoudon'twantmetogowith

you?

Sheaskswalkinginthebedroom.Iturnandsmileat

her.

Me:Iam suresisi,Ineedtofacethisonmyown.

Phindile:don'tallowhim toturnyouBuntu.



Ishakemyhead.

Me:never!Iam justgoingtopackmythingsand

headbackhere.

Phindile:okaythen.

Me:thankyousomuchforwhatyoudidforme

yesterdayandalsoallowingmetostaywithyouhere

untilIhaveaplan.

Phindile:it'sokay,hambaubuye.

Iturnonmystreetandmakemywaytothehouse

thatlooksgoodontheoutsidebuthaboursalotof

secretsandpain,painsIwentthroughbecauseofa

manthatwassupposedtoprotectandloveme.I

stepinsidethehouseanditsdeadquiet,Igetinthe

loungeandbothmysonsareinthere.Theyboth

seem lostintheirthoughts,Iguesstheyhavea

millionquestionsandIam lefttoanswerthem coz

Menziwillnever.Thattimeheistheonewhocaused

thiswholething,Iclearmythroatandtheybothturn

tolookatme.Myeldestisthefirstonhisfeet

comingtome...



Sbonelo:ohmama,areyouareokay?

Ismile,hehasalwaysbeenthesweetest.

Me:Iam okaybaba,Ijustneededsometimetothink.

Sbonelo:Iam justgladthatyouareokayandsafe.

Mfundo:Ijustwanttoknowwhatisgoingon.

Isighandlookathim stillonthechair.

Me:wellIbelieveyouarebothadultsandcanputthe

dotstogetherastowhatMakhosimeant.

Mfundo:yeswearebutisittrueornot?

Me:yesMfundoyourfatherhasanotherson.

Mfundo:sothismeansSbowon'tbeaKing?

Heasksandhisbrotherlaughs.

Sbonelo:really?Isthatallyoucareabout?

Mfundo:whowouldn't?

Sbonelo:Idon't!Ijustwanttofindouthowour

motherisdealingwiththis,whereitleavesour

family.Icouldn'tcarelessaboutthedamnthrone.

Mfundo:thisiswhyItoldbabathatyouarenotthe



rightpersontobeKing.Youdon'thaveaspineSbo,

youworryaboutminorthings.

Iam shocked,howcouldMfundotalklikethis.

Royaltythatisnotevenyetguaranteedisalready

drivinghim insane.

Me:Iam okaySbo,Iacceptedthatyourfatherisa

rapist.

Theybothgaspsforair.

Sbonelo:whatdidyousaymama?

TheydeservetoknowandIam notgoingtoprotect

Menzi'simage.

Me:yourfatherrapedmybestfriendandforyears

hehatedthem likeheisnottheonethatviolated

Phindile.Bukhosiisyourelderbrother.

Mfundo:Idon'tbelieveyou.

Myheartshatters,butI'veseenhim growuptotake

afterhisfather.Ithurtsbuttheycouldn'tallescape

theevilgene,BukhosiandSboneloobviously

escapeditandmylastbabytookitall.

Sbonelo:Iwillbeatthedisrespectoutofyou.



HewarnsandIplacemyhandonhischest.

Me:it'sokaySbo,Ijustcametopackwhatismine,I

willbestayingwithPhindileandBukhosi.Ifyoulike

youcancomewithme.

Sbonelo:Iam definitelycomingwithyoumama.

IlookatMfundoafterclaspinghisbrothershand.

Mfundo:countmeout,Iam notturningmybackon

Royalty.YoucangosoIwillbemyfather'sheir.

HesayscarefreeandIletmytearsfall.

Me:powerisnoteverythingson.

Heshakeshishead.

Mfundo:tomeitismama,Iwanttoliveeasy.We

deservetoandjustcozyouchoosetowalkaway

from ititdoesn'tmeanIshould.TakeSboandIwill

tellmyfatherthatyouleftwhenhegetsback.

__________________________________________



•MENZISHEZI

IhatethatIhavetogroveltothisboybutwhat

choicedoIhave?withouthim mychancesofbeing

Kingareveryslim.Ishouldhavealreadybeen

crownedandlivinghappilyinmypalace.Ineedtodo

everythingpossibletogetthatboytoforgivemeand

agreetogoingtothepalacetomorrowatdawn.Iwill

promisehim heavenonearth,evenifitmeans

sellinghim thedream ofbecomingheirapparentto

thethrone.Ishouldbebeggingmywifetocome

backhomebuthereIam atthisfarm totalktothis

lowlife...

Therearefewguysonsightworkingandtruthbe

toldthislooksgood,hisproduceisgreenand

growing.Iwillbemakinggoodmoneyfrom this

place,sinceBhekisaidtheplantationisnotRoyaltyit

meansIhavetofindmyownbusinessandIdon't

havetolookanyfurther.Iam takingthisfarm soon

asI'm crownedwhetherhelikesitornot,askingI



am entitledtoeverythinginthisland.Iaskoneofthe

boyswhereBukhosiisandhepointshim tothe

officeattheback...

Ifindhim speakingonthephonesittingonthedesk

facingthewindow,hehashisbacktomeandIlean

bythedoorlisteningtohim speakofmeetingsand

money.Hefinallyfeelsmypresenceintheroom and

quicklyturnsbackandIjustsoftenmyexpression,

hefrownsandwrapsuphiscall.Iam doingmybest

tolooklikeadesperatesincerelysorryfather...

Bukhosi:ohcomeonman.

Hesoundsdefeated.

Me:Iknowyouwantnothingtodowithmebut

Bukhosiplease.Iam sorryfrom thebottom ofmy

heart,Iwilldoanythingtoprovethistoyou.

Bukhosi:youcanleavemealone,Iwouldreally

appreciateit.

Me:beforetheancestorstoldmetobringyou,I



wouldn'thavebotheredcomingtodoallofthis.

That'sbecauseIwasashamedofwhatIhaddone

butnowthatthetruthisfinallyoutIwanttohavea

chancetobeyourfatherandlivetherestofmylife

tryingtoshowyouthatIam sorry.

Isaywithtearsblindingme.Hechuckles.

Bukhosi:ohthatwasgood,Grammynomination

worthy.

HesayswithasmileandIwanttoscream.Whatwill

ittakeforthisboytohearmeout.

Me:thisisnotanact,Isweartoyou.

Bukhosi:youhavetwosonsMenzi,appeaseyour

ancestorsandtellthem Iwantnothingtodowith

youortheirname.

Me:don'tdothistomeplease.Don'ttalklikethis.

Bukhosi:MenziIam busy,Ihaveabusinesstorun.

Discussingthiswithyouistakingtimeawayfrom

metobeabletodoso.Justgoplease.

Me:justdothisthingformesonplease,thengetto

knowmeandifyoustillfeellikeyoudon'twantthisI



promisetoacceptitandleaveyoube.

Bukhosi:Iam nothelpingyouascendthatthroneso

forgetitandgofindanotherway.

Hecomestowardsmeandpushesmeouttheoffice

andclosesthedoorbeforehewalksaway.Iam

defeated,Idon'tknowwhatmoretodotogetthis

boytobelieveme.Ican'tbespendingmytime

begginghim cozIdon'thaveit.Hejustneedstofall

inlineanddoasIam askingandafterthathecan

fuckoffandIwon'tgiveadamn.Theonlywaytoget

thisboytoagreetoeverythingisjusttouseblack

magiconhim.Ineedtofindanyangatoputaspell

onhim sohecanagreetoeverythingthatcomesout

ofmymouth...

_________________________________________

•MAKHOSI

IhopethatBhekimanagestogetthroughtoBukhosi,

wearerunningoutoftime.Theancestorsgaveusa



weektogeteverythinginorderandIsaidtwodays

toMenzijustsohecouldcomecleanaboutwhathe

didtoPhindile.Toalsospeeduptheprocessof

tryingtogetBukhositocometothepalaceand

accepthisplaceandhisfather'snameeventhough

heisacompletebastardhisancestorsaren't...

IquicklyrememberthatIhavetoconsultwiththe

ancestorswithwhathappenedtoBhekumbuso

earlieron.Sharppainsonthecheatoftentimes

meantragedyanditshouldn'tbetakenlightly,it

meanssomethingisgoingtohappenorithas

alreadyhappened.Imovetomyndombaand

prepareeverything...

IcalluponmyancestorsandtheNgwenyaancestors

beforeIdropthebonesonthestrawmat.WhatI

readnextshocksme,yesshewasevilbutshedidn't

deservetodiesuchapainfulandshamefuldeath.

Shemusthavebeengoingthroughsomuchto

believesuicidewastheonlywayout.OhLiyana,how



doIeventellthistoBhekumbusoandKayise.They

aretryingtogettheirlivesbackinorderandher

deathwilldefinitelyhitthem hard...

______________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

AftertheshittydayIhadIjustneededtoseemylady,

ZamaNgwenyaistheonlyonewhoknowshowto

calm medown.Ineedtohireafewguysforsecurity

tokeeppiecesofshitlikeMenzioutofmyplace.I

washavingaprogressivedayuntilheshowedup,I

don'tknowwhichpartofhisbrainmakeshim

believethatIwillhelphim beKingletaloneforgive

him forallheputusthrough.It'seitherheisoneof

thosethathavemassivehopeorheisjustbeing

himselfthinkingthattheworldhastodoeverything

herequestsfrom it...

Igettomam'Hlengiwe'shouseandthankGodsheis

alreadybackfrom theplantationcozhercarisinthe

yard.Iam gladshehassomethingtokeepbusywith



duringthedaycozherheadhasbeenalloverthe

placeeversincetheylostthethrone.Iknockanda

secondlatershecomestoopenup,ahugesmile

formsonherfaceandsheattacksmewithahug.

Ohsomeoneishappytoseeme,Ikisshershoulder

andshegiggles...

Kayise:heyChoco.

ShesaysandIblush.

Me:sthandwasami,howareyou?

Kayise:I'm greatthanksbabywena?

Me:I'm goodnowthatI'm seeingyouandyouareso

excitedtoseeme.

Kayise:feelslikeIhaven'tseenyouinforever.

Me:Ifeelthesameway.Come.

Shewalksoutclosingthedoorbehindherandwego

sitonthebenchnearthecar.

Kayise:howwaswork?

Sheasksaswesettledownwithourfingerslocking.



Isigh.

Me:wasgoingprettywelluntilMenzishowedup.

Kayise:cametobegonceagain?

Me:Ithinkit'sgoingtogoonawhilenow.Heisnot

hearingmeatall.

Kayise:sorrybaby.

Me:let'snottalkaboutthatman,howwaswork?

Iaskandsheisrubbingherbreastsvigorously.

Kayise:justfinebabe,theprojectisprogressingwell.

Herfather'scardisturbsus,heclimbsoutthecar

andcomestowardsus.

Kayise:heydaddy.

Baba:Ntombikayise.

Hereturnshersmile.Thesetwohaveabeautiful

fatherdaughterrelationship.

Me:Bab'Ngwenya.

Isaystandingupandholdingmyhandout.

Baba:Mthombeni,justthemanIwantedtosee.



HesaysandInarrowmyeyes.

Me:Ihopeeverythingisokay.

Baba:ZamaNgwenyapleaseexcuseusalittle.

Shedoesn'tsayanything,butstandsupandgoes

backinsidethehouse.

Herfathersettlesnexttomewhereshewasand

releasesanervoussigh.

Baba:firstofallIwantyoutoknowthatIam not

goingtoforceyoutodoanythingbutIneedyouto

understandthatyouaretheonethisKingdom needs.

HesaysandIam confused.

Me:canIaskwhatbabaistalkingabout?

Baba:IspoketoMakhosiandhetoldmethatMenzi

isyourfather.

Me:withallduerespectbaba,Idon'twanttotalk

aboutthatman.

Baba:Iunderstandsonbutsometimesasamanyou

havetodowhatyoudon'twantjusttoservea

greaterpurpose.



Me:agreaterpurposeisacceptingthatmanand

makinghim kingsohercancontinuetotorment

peoplelikemeandmymom?

Baba:hisancestorswantyoutoacknowledgethem

andtaketheirsurnamebecausetheywanttomake

youking,notMenzi.Inhisheadhebelievesheisthe

nextbutnoheisjustameanstoanendtomakeyou

thenextleader.

Isitupstraightandlookatmygirlfriend'sfather

dumbfounded.

Baba:yournamesaysitall,youwerechoseneven

beforeyouwereborn.NtombiZamaNgwenyaismy

onlydaughterandtheonlygirlwhowasborninthe

RoyalfamilyoftheNgwenya's.Thatwasonpurpose

sonbecausetheyknewIwouldhavetostepdown

duetowhatLiyanadid.TheNgwenya'ssavedthe

kingdom from theevilCebekhulu'sandthenextin

lineweretheShezi'ssotheygavemeadaughterand

gavetheShezi'sanobelsonwhowillcometogether

andleadthisvillagetogreaterheights.Thiswasan

alliancebetweenthegreatancestorsofthetwo

families.



HeexplainsandIam tryingtomakesenseofitall.

Baba:thinkaboutitson.Thisisyourbirthrighttake

itandmakemeandtherestofthevillagehappyand

relaxedknowingthatthislandisingoodhands.

OnceyouareKingyouwillseewhatyoucandoto

punishMenziforalltheevilhedid.

Iswallowandclosemyeyestryingtodigestallthat

hasjustbeensaid.

_____________________________________________

Noedits
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•KAYISENGWENYA

Myfatheristakingmytimenow,Bukhosicamehere

toseemeandhejustcapitalizedonthat.Ifhereally

wantedtomeetwithhim heshouldhavedoneitin

hisowntimecoznowI’m loosingtimewithmy

ChocoandI’vemissedhim terriblyso.Ijustwonder

whatissoimportantthatIevenhadtoexcusethem,

hopefullyheisnothavingthetalkwithhim.You

knowaskinghim whenheisgoingtodotheright

thingintermsofgettingmarriedorwhatnot.Idon’t

wantBukhosifeelinganysortofpressure,that

shouldhappennaturallynotbecausehefeels

obligated.OfcourseIwannabehiswifeandifit

wereuptomeI’dmarryhim asinyesterdaybutwe

aregoingtoletloveleadusexactlywhereweitis

supposedto…



IdecidetomakeussomethingtoeatasIwait

nothingheavyjustsandwiches,Iknowhehates

breadbutI’m notabouttostartdishingoutfoodI

didn’tcook.Mamaistheonewhostooduponthe

hotstovetohavemeonthepotsplayingwifetomy

boyfriend.Thedooropensandmyfatherwalksin,he

justnodsandsmilesatmebeforehedisappearsto

findmam’Hlengiwe.IwalkoutwiththefoodandasI

gettomyboyfriendhelooksbesideshimself,the

goodmoodhewasinbeforetalkingtomyfatherhas

disappeared.Ifrownashelooksuptometryingto

offermeaweaksmilebutI’m nothavingit…

Bukhosi:isthatforme?

Heaskstryingtolightenuptheatmosphere.

Me:what’swrongmylove?

HeshakeshisheadandIsettlebackonthebench

withtheplateofbreadstillinmyhands,I’lljustfetch

thedrinkwhenhe’sdonetellingmewhatmyfather

saidtomakehim sogloomy.

Bukhosi:it’snothingZamaNgwenya,yourdadandI



werejusthavingatalk.Mantomantypeof

conversations.

Isquintmyeyesandhesighsheavily.

Me:don’ttellmehewasaskingwhenwearegetting

married.Iwilltalktohim aboutitsohestepsbacka

little.

Bukhosi:relaxbabe,it’snotthatIswear.Calm down

plushedoesn’thavetoaskmethatbecauseIam

goingtomakeanhonestwomanoutofyou.

Thatlastpartgetsmeblushing.

Me:wellI’m gladtohearthatbabe.

Bukhosi:nowcanweeatthefoodyoumade?

Heaskswithasmilethatdoesn’treachhiseyes.

Me:notgonnatellmewhatbabawantedtotalkto

youabout?

Bukhosi:nope,fornowit’sbetweenmeandmy

futurefatherinlaw.

Irollmeeyesandlandhim theplateasIstandup

againtogogetthedrink.Iheargigglesfrom the



loungeasIgetinsidethehouseandIjustcan’thelp

butsmile,Ilovehowmyfatherandmam’Hlengiwe

makeeachotherhappy.Aftertheshittythings

they’vebothbeenthroughtheyreallydeservethis

contentmentandhappiness.Ijustgrabtheboxof

cranberryjuiceandmakemywaybacktoBukhosi

withaglassinmyhand.Yeswelikesharingthings,

weeatanddrinkfrom thesamethings,Idon’tthink

it’smajorsincewesharebodilyfluidsandspirits.I

findhim,onceagainlostinatrainofthoughtsand

trustmeIwannainterrogateitoutofhim butwhat

I’velearnedaboutrelationshipsisnottoforcethings

outofyourpartner,allowthem thechancetocome

andsaytheirpeacewhentheyareready.Hesnaps

outofitashefeelsmesitnexttohim.Ijustgrabthe

trianglecutsandwichandbite,hedoesthesame

andhelpspourthejuice.Whateverishappeningis

majorbecauseheisn’tevencomplainingaboutme

makinghim eatbread,whiteforthatmatter.

___________________________________________



•MENZISHEZI

Ijusthadtotakemattersinmyownhands,Bukhosi

isn’tgoingtoforgivemewillinglyandgivememy

thronesoItwasthisormewatchingmydream fade

away.AndweknowIam notlettingthisopportunity

slipthroughmyfingers,Iwillnotgetanotherchance

likethisonewhichiswhyIneedthistoworkout.I

enquiredaroundthevillagewhenIlefttheboysfarm

andwordsaidthere’sapowerfulnyangawho

doesn’tmindplayingrealdirty,that’sexactlythekind

ofmanIneedtomakeBukhosiagreetoeverything

thatcomesoutofmymouth.Oncehejustgivesme

whatIwantIwilldiscardhim likeoldshoesand

enjoyeverythingbecauseIjustdeserveit…

ThejourneyisfarandIhavebeenontheroadfor

whatseemslikeforever.Icouldn’triskfinding

someonewithacartodrivemeherebecauseIneed

thistobediscreetandknowntoafewpeopleonly

meandthenyangawhowillbehelpingmeout.I



finallygettothesaidvillageandit’salreadygetting

dark,Iwilljustseekrefugeinhishomeforthenight

becausetheisnowayI’m hikingbacktoUkuthula

thisnight.It’sunsafeandIdoubtthere’stransport

availabletostopforstrangersatnight.The

directionswereveryparticularandIfinditveryeasy

tonavigatemywaythroughtotheplace,it’sthree

hutsintheyardplusaverybighouseinthemiddle.

Twoofthehutsarefacingawayfrom themain

homeandIfindthatveryinteresting.Aman’svoice

startlesmefrom behindandlikeIhaveaheartofa

birdIjumpquicklyturningbacktoseewhoitis,I

guessthisisthepersonIcamefor,heisdrapedin

sangomaclothsandyoucanjusttellthatthisman

hasmoneyandIbelievewecanalltellwherehegets

itfrom especiallyafterthestoriesmyvillagertold

meabouthim.Hehasn’tsaidawordtomebuthis

expressionandstaremakesmefeel

uncomfortable…

Me:thokoza

Ibreaktheiceandhejustnodsandwaitsformeto



continue.

Me:Iam lookingforNgwemabala.

Him:wellyouhavefoundhim.

Hesaysandsighwithrelief.

Me:Ineedyourhelp,Icomefrom farandittookme

manycarsandwalkstogethere.

Him:Icantellbyjustlookingatyou.

Hesayscalm asacucumberbutfrom hisvoiceyou

canfeeltheseriousness.

Him:wecangothisway.

HesaysandIfollowhim tothehutwhichisfacing

themainhouse.Ileavemyshoesatthedoorand

walkin.Thisisthesangomaroom asexpected,

nothingoutoftheordinary.Helightsuphiscandles

andimpephowhilstchantingtohimself.Iam sitting

herehopingthatthiswillworkinmyfavorbecauseI

am runningoutoftime,IneedBukhositojusthand

methethroneandfast.

Him:sowhatcanIdoforyou?



HeasksandIwashopingheisoneofthosethatcan

justtellwhatbringyoutohim bymerelybeingin

yourpresencebutIguesshewantsmetosayitout

loud.

Me:wellIneedtomakesomeonelistento

everythingthatIsay.

Him:justthat?

Inodandhebiteshislowerlip.

Him:letmereadyoufirstbeforedoinganything.

HetakeshisbagofbonesandafterIblowintoithe

throwsthem onastrawmat,bones,buttonsand

dicesamongstotherthingsscatteracross.Iseehim

gaspforairandhelooksatmewithwhatlookslike

fear.

Me:iseverythingokay?

Him:Iwillnotbeabletohelpyou,Iam sorryandif

youknowwhatisgoodforyouIswearyouwould

leaveallofthis.

Ifrownnotunderstandingwhatheissaying.

Him:listenthatboyisprotectedbyyourancestors,



whoevertriestoharm him willgettheshockoftheir

lives.Abortmission.

Hesaysmorelikeawarning.

Me:Ican’tletthisgo,thishastohappenorI’llloseit

allevenbeforeit’smine.

Him:itwasneveryoursMenzi.

HesaysandIam confused.

Me:youhavetohelpmeplease.

HeshakeshisheadwhilelookingatmelikeI’m

somesortofamadman.Ican’tbackdownfrom

this,Ijustcan’t.Thisthronehastobeminebyall

meansandIwon’tstopbecausedeadpeoplesayso.

Theyaredeadandhaveabsolutelynopowerover

meormyfate.

Him:treadcarefullyMenzi,theywillretaliateandit

won’tbepretty.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:ifyoudon’thelpmeoutI’llfindsomeonewho

can.



Him:Iwarnedyou.Nexttimeyou’llknowwhento

stopfightingforwhatwasneveryours.

Hesayspickingupthebonesandputtingthem back

inthebag,isheseriousrightnow?Iam apaying

customer.

Me:justhelpmepleaseIwilldefinitelyfacethe

consequencesiftheareany.

HechucklesandwhenhestopsIjustseepitchblack.

Irubmyeyesthinkingthelightswentoffbutstill

nothing.Istartpanickingandvigorouslyrubbingmy

eyeshopinglightcomesbacktome.

Him:Iwarnedyouandyouinsistedseenow?

Me:whatareyoutalkingaboutplease?Ican’tsee

anythingabsolutelynothing.

Me:youtriedharmingtheirbloodandtheytried

givingyouaminutetochangeyourmindbutyou

wereadamant.Thisisthetimetodealwiththe

consequences,yourtransgressionsagainstthatboy

havefinallybroughtyoutothispoint.Payforevery

evildeedyouhaveeverdoneagainstthatboyand

hismother.



HesaysandifIwasn’tscaredofthefactthatI’m not

seeinganythingIwouldlaughatthisman.Heisa

darkmagicnyangaandheistryingtoactholywith

me.Iam definitelysurethathehasdoneworsein

hislife.

Me:Ijustwantmysightbackpleasehelpme.Ifeel

tearsthreatenmyeyes.

Him:youmadethisbed,lieinit.Iwillkeepyouhere

forthenightbutyouwillhavetotellmeexactly

wheretotakeyouinthemorningbecauseIam not

abouttolivewithbadluckinmyhouse.

OhGodwhathaveIunleashedonmyself,Ican’tgo

blind,Ijustcan’t.Mylifeisalreadyturningat360to

facesuchapredicament.

Me:pleasebegtheancestorsforme,IpromiseIwill

leavehim bepleasejustaskthem togivememy

sightback.

Him:onceofmyinitiateswillcomegetyouandtake

youwhereyouwereyouwilllayyourheadforthe

night.

HesaysandIam shockedthatheisn’tevengoingto



tryhelpmeoutofthisone.HeneedstohelpmeI

willpayhim anythingandeverything.

____________________________________________

•MAKHOSI

IhadtotellBhekiandhisdaughterwhathappened

toLiyana,Ijustdon’thavethecouragetobetheone

tosetthem backfrom theprogresstheyhave

alreadymadeonthisjourneytolettinggoof

everythingshehasputthem through.Iam panicking

andit’sfunnybecauseI’vehadtodealwithmore

dishearteningsituationsthanthis,butwhenit

includestwopeopleyouknowhavethepurestof

heartsitmakesthematterevenworse.SometimesI

hatemygiftbecauseseeingpeople’sfutureand

situationstheyfindthemselvesinhurtsyoumore

becausethebadnewscomewithyouandbeingthe

bearerofbadnewsisnotreallyexciting.Iwokeup

earlyandprayedaboutthiswholesituation,itwasa

tossingandturningnightonmysidebecauseI

wasn’tlookingforwardtodoingthisthing…



IfinallygettoHlengiwe’shouseandit’sstilldark

outside,Iwantedtocatchthem bothforobvious

reasons,Idon’thavethehearttorepeatwhatI’m

abouttotellthem,sodoingitonceisabonusforme.

KayiseisbackatworksoIhadtocatchthem inthe

morningasIcouldn’twaitforeveningwhenshe

returns.Herbodyisinthedarkforestlikesomesort

ofwildanimalthathastodecaytothesoilwithouta

properburial.Iam notevensureiftheywillwant

anythingtodowithherorgivingheraburialthatis

respectfulevenafterwhatshedidtothem both.The

kitchenlightsareonwhenIknockonthedooranda

secondlaterBhekumbusoopensupandnaturallyhe

frownsseeingmeontheirdoorstepthisearly

morning.Hedoesn’tsayanythingandlikean

intelligentmanIam sureheknowsthatIbringnews

thatwillnotbereceivedwellbywhomeverIbring

them to.Hestepstothesideallowingmetowalk

inside…

Me:I’m sorryforshowingupsoearly.

Bheki:it’sokay,butI’m reallynotecstatictoseeyou.



HesaysandIchuckle.Hlengiwewalksinwithan

ironingboardandadressoverhershoulder.

Hlengiwe:ohgoodmorningMakhosi.

Shesayswithasmile.

Me:maShange,Iapologiseforcomingtoyourhome

soearly.

Hlengiwe:it’sokay,Iwillmakeyouteainasecond.I

justneedtoironthisforKayise.

Ismileseeingthatshehastakenoverthemother

roleinherlifesograciously.Atleasttheyhaveboth

replacedwhatwaslostinboththeirlives.maShange

getstohaveadaughterandKayiseamother.It

won’tbehardforBhekiandhisdaughtertodealwith

thenewssolongastheyhaveHlengiwe.Sheisa

strongwomanwhohasbeenthroughsomuchand

isstillstandingtalllivingtoseeanotherdayas

happyasshecanbe.

Me:noproblem.Thankyou.

Bheki:notthatI’m nothappytoseeyouherebutI

knowbetterthattothinkthisisasocialvisit.



Me:youareright,Ineedawordwithyou.MaShange

canyoupleasecalltheprincessinhere.

Theylookateachotherandbackatme.

Hlengiwe:okay.

Bheki:iseverythingokay?

Me:justaminute.

IsayandIseepanicflashthroughhiseyes.Aftera

fewminutesHlengiwecomesbackwithKayisewho

isinherrobe,sheiscurioustoknowwhatisso

urgentthatIhadtodisturbherwhilesheprepares

forthedaybutthiscouldn’twait.

Kayise:morningbaba.

Me:NtombiZamaNgwenya.Canyoupleasetakeasit,

allofyou.

IsayandtheydobutHlengiwestaysstanding.

Me:youtoomaShange.

Isayandshesettlesdown,IwantherpresentcozI

feelshewillknowhowtocalm them downwhen

theylearnofwhatbroughtmehere.



Kayise:iseverythingokay?

Sheasksandlikeherfathersheisworried.Iguess

myfaceissellingmeouttothem andIdidn’twant

thatbutheregoesnothing.

Me:yesterdayIthrewmybonesafterBhekihad

chestpains.ThatisasignoftragedyandIwasright

tolook.

Isayandthetensionintheroom becomesthicker.

Bheki:pleasesayitalreadyplease.

Me:Iam reallysorryandIhopeyouhaveenough

strengthtoseeyouthroughthis.WellLiyana

committedsuicide.Shehangedherselfinthedark

forestofhermaternalhome.

HlengiwegaspsforairwhileKayisejustclosesher

eyes.Bhekikeepsastraightfaceandstaresblankly

atme.

Me:Iam reallysorry,Iknowshehurtyoualldeeply

soandleftyouwithscarsthatwillneverhealbutI

neededtoletyouknowsoyoucandecidewhether

togiveheraburialorleaveherforvulturestofeed



onhercaucus.

HlengiweandBhekilookatKayiseandIcan

concludethattheythinkthedecisionisonher.

Kayise:uhm Imhhhh.Pleaseexcuseme.

Shesaysslowlygettingupfrom thewoodenchair

andleavingtheroom.

Bheki:makhosiareyousure?100%sure?

Me:Iam sure.

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Ican’tstopthinkingabouteverythingmygirlfriend’s

fathersaidtome,hemadealotofsensebutIdon’t

knowifIwantanythingtodowithMenzioranything

thatlinksmetohim.Butontheotherhandthe

Kingdom needsmeandItakingonthethronewill

givepeaceofmindtomany,Ihaveseenpanic

amongstmypeoplesinceKingBhekumbuso

steppeddownbecauseImyselfwasfearingforthe

futureofthisvillage.SotolearnthatIam expected



totakeonthehighestpositionthereisinthisvery

villageleftmefeelingallsortsofways.Ididn’twant

tosharethiswithZamaNgwenyaasyetbecauseI

neededtothinkaboutwhatI’m goingtodo,howI

am goingtotaketheinformationgiventomeand

runwithit.Iam caughtinbetweenarockandahard

place.Foronemymother’sfeelingswithregardsto

metakingthesurnameofamanwhoviolatedher

andtormentedmeforlong,andonanothersidethe

futureofthisvillageIgrewupin,thelegacyKing

Bhekumbusobuildwithbloodsweatandtears…

Idon’tthinkIhaveeverbeensoconflicted,Iknow

therightthingtodobecauseIthoughtaboutitthe

entirenightassleepwasjustarumourtome.My

mother’sfeelingsmeanagreatdealtomeandin

thisworldsheisthelastpersonIwanttohurtalong

sidemygirlofcourse.Ibelievemydecisionwillhave

torelyonhowmymotherfeelsaboutthiswhole

thing,Iam justscaredaboutbringingitupwithher.I

didn’tevengotoworktodaybecauseIwouldhave

beenazombietheentiredayandtakenoutallmy



frustrationsoninnocentpeople.Thehouseisalittle

crowdednow,lastnightwhenIreturnedfrom

ZamaNgwenyaIfoundMam’Nobuntuherewithher

eldestsonSbonelo.Ididn’taskalotofquestionsas

itwasprettyclearthattheywillbelivingwithus

whiletheyfigurethingsout.Idon’thaveaproblem

withcarryingtheresponsibilityuntilitworksoutfor

them butIalsothoughtaboutfindingoutwhere

Sboneloreallystands,yeshemighthavepackedand

followedhismotherbutthatdoesn’tmeanIshould

trusthim easily.OnceIlearnaboutthekindof

personheismaybeIwillofferhim workatthe

farm…

Sbonelo:Iam goingtomakesomethingtoeat,I

hopeyoudon’tmind.

Hesaysdrawingmeform mytrainofthoughts.My

cupofcoffeeisevencoldnowgeez.

Me:ohnoIdon’tmindpleasehelpyourself.

Sbonelo:thankyouandBukhosi.

Ilookupathim.



Me:yes?

Sbonelo:Iam reallysorryforit.

Ifrownnotunderstanding,becausenonofthisishis

fault.

Me:whatareyouapologizingfor?

Heletsoutadeepsigh.

Sbonelo:foreverything,whatourfatherdidtoyour

mother,howhehasalwaystreatedyou.Iam sorry

thatwearenowinconveniencingyouandyour

mother.Iam justsorryforitallBukhosi.Andthank

yousomuchforallyouaredoingforus.

Me:it’sokay,andSbopleaseMenziisnotmyfather.

YesIcomefrom him buthewillneverbemyfather.

Sbonelo:Itotallyunderstandwhyyouwouldfeelthis

wayandIwillrespectitandyou.

Laughtereruptsfrom theloungeapproachingthe

kitchenandbothourmotherswalkin,theylookso

happytogether.Iam justgladtoseemymotherthis

way.

Mama:ohheyboys.



Mam’Nobuntu:haoBukhosi,youdidn’tgotowork

today?

Me:nomaIdidn’thaveagoodnight.

Mama:everythingokayson?

Mymotherasksalreadymakingwaytome.Ioffer

heragenuinesmile.

Me:everythingisokaymylove.

IliebecauseIdon’twanttobringupwhatIknowat

thisparticularmoment,sheseemstobehavinga

goodmorningformetoruinitwithMenzi’sname.

Wehearscreamingfrom outside,someoneiscalling

outforMam’Nobuntu.Iquicklygetupfrom mychair

afterpushingthecuptothemiddleofthetable.

Mam’Nobuntu:isthatMfundo?

SheasksasSbonelorushestothedoor.Hisbrother

getsinthehouseimmediatelyasthedoorswings

opens,heispanting.Seemslikeheranhere,his

handsareonhiskneeswhilehetriestocatchhis

breath.

Mam’Nobuntu:whatisgoing?Whoischasingyou



son?

Sheasksalarmed.

Sbonelo:khulumandoda!

Mfundo:mamayouhavetocomehomeandhelpme

withbabapleasehelpme.

Mam’Nobuntu:whatiswrongwithyourFather?

Weallwaitimpatientlytohearhisanswer.

Mfundo:Idon’tknowyetbuthejustgothomewith

inyangaandhecan’tsee.

Mama:whatdoyoumeanhecan’tsee?

Iam surprisedthatmymom isevenasking.

Mfundo:heisblind,hecan’tsee.Pleasecome!

Weallgaspforair,thisisbeyondshocking.

__________________________________________

Noedits.

Betterlatethannever .



AFATHER'SLOVE

CHAPTER58

__________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

Myheartisinshambles,ithurtstomysoul.Yesshe

wasanevilhumanbeingwhoputpeoplethrough

hellandbackbutshewasstillmymother,and

somewhereinsideofmybeinglovestillresided

especiallyforher.Knowingthatshedecidedtotake

herlifewithouteventryingtofighttobebetter

leavesmeweakbutquestioniswouldIhave

forgivenforsellingmysoultoanevildeity?Onthe

otherhandI'm thinkingthateverythinghappened

exactlyhowitshould,eventhoughit'shardtocome

totermswithitall...

Ihavebeencurledupinmyroom cryingmyeyesout,

Icouldn'tdoitinfrontofmyfatherand

mam'HlengiwebecauseIdidn'twanttoappearasa



traitor,cryingoverawomanwhomessedupboth

theirlives.ButatthesametimeIcomefrom this

womanandithurtsthatsheisnomore.Iam just

wonderingifmyfatherwillagreeforustogivehera

dignifiedfuneraleventhoughshewasn'tawomanof

substance...

Thebedroom dooropensandIknowit'smydad,he

gavemeagoodamountoftimetobealoneand

maybeIshouldn'tshuthim out.Itwouldkillhim ifI

kepttomyselfandnotaffordhim theopportunityto

comfortme.Hegetsinbedandtakesmeintohis

armsandIknowIam safealways,Iwillforeverfeel

likethatandlikehislittlegirlforever.Hekissesmy

foreheadrepeatedlyashishandrubsmybackin

comfort...

Baba:it'sgoingtobeokay.

Me:ithurtssobadbaba,ithurts.

Baba:asitshouldmybaby,shewasyourmother.



Hesaysandthatbreaksmefurther.Shewasmy

mom,shehadhermillionfaultsandimperfections

butshestillbroughtmeintothisworld.

Me:apartofmewishesshetriedfightingtobea

betterperson.

Hereleasesasigh.

Baba:shewasfightingabattlebiggerthanusbaby.

Onlyshefeltthestrugglesandmaybeitwasalltoo

muchthatdeathseemedlikeanonlyescape.

Me:buttotakeherownlifebaba?Didsheeventhink

ofmeandhowthiswillhurtme?

Baba:Idon'tthinkshewaseventhinkingKayise,

whenpainhasconsumedapersonittakesover

completely.

Me:whatarewegoingtodo?

Hestayssilentforawhile.

Baba:HlengiweandIwanttoleavethedecisionto

you,whateveryoudecidewewillsupportit.Butjust

knowifyouwanttogetherbodyandburyherwe

can'tdoithere.MaShangeisnotcomfortablewithit.



Me:itwouldbeselfishofmetoevenexpecther

funeraltobedonehereaftereverythingplusyou

banishedher.

Baba:whatareyousayingNtombiZamaNgwenya?

HeasksandIknowexactlywhatheisaskingme

andtruthbetoldIdohaveananswertothat.

Me:Iwannaburyherproperlybaba,notgivehera

bigfuneraljustacoffinandtea,itwillmakeme

sleepbetteratnight.

Baba:IwillheadtothevillagewithMakhosilateron.

Ijustneedtofindamortuary.

Me:thankyouforallowingmethisopportunity,I

knowshedidbadthingstous.

Me:Iwantyoutodealwiththisproperlyand

knowingwheresheisrestingwillmakethatpossible.

Ilovedherdearlyatsomepointandshegaveme

you,myprideandjoysoIwilldothissoyouareokay.

Iswallowandholdontighttomyfather.Thisman's

loveleavesmefulfilledalways.

_________________________________________



•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

WeallhadtohurrytoseewhatMfundowastalking

about,Iwenttotallyoutofcuriosity.Ineedtosee

him myselfandLordknowsIam hopingthatheis

indeedblindandfinallytheancestorsaredealing

withthatpieceofshit.TheyareallrunningandI'm

justhurryingbehindthem,it'snotanemergencyfor

meIjustneedtofeedmyegoathisdoom...

Igetintheyardandtherearescreamscomingfrom

thehouse,it'sMam'Nobuntuohboythismustbe

worsethanwhatIhadimaginedittobe.Ipassby

thebeautifulSUVparkedbesidesthetree,whocould

thisbe?OrdidMenzialreadygoouttogethimselfa

carevenbeforehewascrowned?Thisguy...

Igetinsideandmymom isstandingbythedoor

connectingthekitchentotheloungewithherhand

onhermouth.Mam'NobuntuiscryingwhileSbonelo

isshakinghisheadwithadisgustedlookonhisface.



ImoveinsidebecauseIjusthavetoseeexactly

whatismakingeveryoneloseitthisway.Menziison

thefloorcrying,heistoplessandhelookslikehe

wasswimminginhotoilthatcooksfatcakes,he

cookeduptoperfectionfuckheisdisgustingand

excusethelittlejoyIfeelinmyheart...

Me:whathappenedtohim?

Iasklookingatthesangomaintheroom,Iam

assumingheknowssomething.

Menzi:Bukhosi?Sonisthatyou?

Hesaystryingtolocatemewithhishands.

Me:yesit'sme,whathappenedtoyou?

Menzi:pleasehelpmeplease.Allowmyancestors

towelcomeyouhomeplease.Cometothepalace

withmetomorrowIam beggingyoupleaseson.

HecriesandIam defeated,heisblindandburned

andheisstillonlythinkingaboutthethrone,what

thehelliswrongwiththisman.

Sbonelo:thethronehastobethelastthingonyour



mindbaba!

Hissonshoutsexasperated.

Mam'Nobuntu:Ijustwanttoknowwhathappenedto

him.

Shesayslookingatthesangoma.Heclearshis

throatandwalksneartoMenziwhileshakinghis

head.

Him:I'm from oneoftheneighboringvillages,my

nameisNgwemabala,thismanherecametosee

melastnightandaskedthatIperform darkmagic

ononeofhissonssohecandoashepleases.But

soonasIdroppedmybonesIreceivedastrong

warningfrom hisancestors,theSheziancestors.

Theyareprotectingyoufrom allcornersbecause

from birthyourlifehasbeenprecioustothem.

HesaysthelastpartlookingtomeandIfrown.

Mama:hewastryingtobewitchmyson?

Mymotherbeatsmetoit.

Sbonelo:howevilareyoukodwababa?Whyareyou

thisway?



Me:Igiveuponthisman.

Him:Igavehim shelterafterhewentblindright

infrontofmeandthismorningoneofmyinitiates

foundhim crying.Hisskinburningwecallitthe

ancestralfire,theypunishmostwithit.Hewilllive

therestofhislifeblindandburning,maybetheywill

addmorepunishments.

HesaysandMenzicriesharder.

Menzi:pleasehelpmeNgwemabalaplease.Iwill

leaveBukhosialone.

Him:ItoldyoutheisnothingIcandofornoranyone

cando.Thisisyourpunishmentandyouwilllive

withitfortherestofyourlife!

Mfundo:mamapleaseyouhavetocomebackand

helpmewithbaba.

HesaysandwealllookatMam'Nobuntu.Shelooks

conflictedandatthispointIwon'tblameherfor

whateverdecisionshemakes.

Mam'Nobuntu:Ican'tMfundo,thismanhashurtme

agreatdeal.Iam donewithhim.Lethim gowakeup



Nonhlefrom theforestwherehersisterscattered

herashes,shewashisloverafterall.

Bothherson'sgaspsforairattherevelation.Their

motherwalksoutfollowedbymineandasIam

abouttostepoutthesangomaspeaks.

Him:canIhaveawordBukhosi.

Ohheknowsmyname.

HepointsmeoutsideandIfollowhim.

Me:whatcanIdoforyou?

Him:youcan'trunawayfrom yourdestiny.Youwere

bornforthis.Takehissurname,allowhisancestors

tobeyoursandbeagreatKing.

Ireleaseasharpsigh.

Me:Ican'tjustforgivethatevilman.

Hechuckles.

Him:IknowwhatevilisbecauseIam itbutthe

poweroftheancestorsprotectingyouscaredmeso

much.Theywillcausehavocuntilyoutakewhat

theysavedforyou.Andtheywillstartwiththenew



lifeyoucreatedfrom yourloins.

HesaysandIfrown.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?Whatnewlife?

Him:takethatmantomorrowandgoacceptwhatis

yours.

HewalksbacktothehouseandIam leftwitha

millionquestions.Newlife?

_____________________________________________

•BHEKUMBUSONGWENYA

Ileftthehousewithmakhosialittlewhileago,after

speakingtoHlengiweaboutwhatKayisewanted,

sheallowedmetogoanddowhatneedstobedone.

Atleastmydaughterdoesn'twantmuchforaburial,

Iam suremostpeoplewon'tattenditanyway,

villagerswantnothingtodowithwitchesandifthey

knewwhyshehadreturnedtothem afteryearsof

beingQueentheywouldhavemadeherlifealiving

hell.IguessIwillfindoutwhatreallyhappened

whenIarrivethere...



Iam theonedrivingwithmakhosiinthepassenger

seat,themortuarypeoplearefollowingmebehindin

theirowncar.TheywilltakeLiyana'sbodyand

prepareitforaburialin2daystime.Idon'twantus

todragthissituation.Mydaughterhastodealwith

thisandstartherhealingprocess,yesit'shermother

butIdon'twantherdwellingonthepaincausedby

Liyana.Shewasselfishwhenshewasaliveandshe

isnoweveninherdeath.Hurtingmydaughteronce

again,ifitwasn'tforKayiseIwouldhavelefther

bodytorotinthatforestbecauseIhatehersomuch

somethingIcanneversayinfrontofKayisethough...

Makhosi:youlooklostinthoughtsBhekumbuso.

HesaysandIsnapoutofit.

Me:Ijustwanttogetthereandgetitoveranddone

with.

Makhosi:andwewill,itwillsoonbeover.

Me:hopefully,Ihatethatsheissettingusbackeven

whensheisdead.



Makhosi:atleastyouwillneverhavetodealwithher

again.

Me:onepositiveIguess.

Makhosi:howisZamaNgwenyadealingwithallof

this?

Ireleaseasigh.

Me:sheistakingthissohard,muchasshehurther

shewillforeverbehermother.ThisiswhyIam

goingoutofmywaytomakethishappen.Forher

only,Iwouldn'tcaretoifshedidn'twantthis.

Makhosi:youlovedheratsomepointBhekumbuso

it'sokaytodothisforyourselftoo.

Me:IhatethatIevenlovedher.IhaveHlengiwenow

andlifeisbetterinfactlifeisbeautiful.

Makhosi:youdohaveagoodwomaninMaShange

butyouneedtomournyourexwifesoyoucanfully

giveyourselftoyourpartner.Shedeservesaman

whoisnothabouringanypainoranger.

Me:Ihearyou.



Wefinallygettothevillageandhehelpsmewiththe

directionsofwhereLiyanatookherownlife.

Emotionsarerunninghighandmydaughterhas

calledaboutthreetimesaskingifwehavefoundher

body.Hopefullythefirewoodcollectorsdidn'tseeit

beforeusandburiedher.Itwouldbreakmydaughter.

WefinallygettotheplaceandIwanttoscream,this

damnforestisdarkanddense.Themortuarypeople

arewithusalreadycarryingabodybagwhilst

makhosihashisthings,candles,imphephoanda

twigwithleavesthatwillcollectherspiritandtakeit

backtohermother'speoplejustsoshedoesn't

hauntthisforest.Makhosistopsinhertracksand

soonasIam nearhim Liyana'sbodycomesinto

view,sheishangingfrom thetreeandthissightof

herwillleavemeawakeforafewdaystocome.

ThankGodIdidn'tcomewithmydaughterthis

wouldhavedidmoredamage.Makhosistartswith

hisbusinessandIam juststandingonthissame

spotstarringatthiswomanIoncelovedwithevery

fiberofmybeing.

________________________________________



•PHINDILEMTHOMBENI

TosayIam shockedwouldbeanunderstatement,

nowitmakessensewhyIwastoldtonamehim

Bukhosi.Ithasalwaysbeenhisdestiny...

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosayson.

Ifinallyrespondtowhatmysonjusttoldmewith

regardstowhatKayise'sfathersaidtohim andwhat

thesangomabackatBuntu'shousesaidtoo.

Bukhosi:Idon'tknowwhattodomama,Idon'twant

tohurtyoubytakingthesurnameofthemanwho

violatedyouintheworstwaypossible.

HesaysandIswallow.Idon'tknowhowthatpart

makesmefeeltoo.Iraisedmysonsinglehandedly

tohavethem rockupandwanthim totaketheirlast

name.

Me:it'snotsittingwellwithmeeither.

Bukhosi:tellmewhattodomama.



HeasksandIsighheavily.

Me:whatisyourhearttellingyou?

Bukhosi:myheartsaysIshouldtakethisposition

andprotecttheinterestsofthepeople.Togiveboth

youandZamaNgwenyathebestlifepossible.

Me:thendothat.

Isay.

Bukhosi:IwillhavetocallShezimama,Idon'tknow

howIfeelaboutit.

Iclaspshishandandbrushhisknuckles.

Me:truthisyouareaSheziandnomatterhowmuch

wehateit,itwon'tchange.

Hecloseshiseyes.

Bukhosi:IguessIwillhavetotellmakhosiIwilldoit.

Islowlynodwithapproval.YesMenzihurtmedeeply

butIam notabouttoletmyangerandhateforhim

tostandinbetweentheblessingfacingmyson.

Me:Iwillbewithyoueverystepoftheway.And

pleaseaskKayiseifsheispregnantcozthat'sthe



onlylogicalexplanationtowhatthemansaidabout

thenewlifeyoucreated.

Hebiteshislowerlip.

Bukhosi:ifsheisthenwearegoingtohavetorun

witheverythingasquicklyaspossible.Iwouldn't

wantherfatherknowingIimpregnatedhisdaughter

beforemarryingher.

Me:that'sverytrue.Iwillkeepthisbetweenusso

long.

Bukhosi:thankyoumama.

Hesaysandhisphoneringsdisturbingour

conversation.

Bukhosi:it'sZamaNgwenyaIneedtopickit.

Inod

Bukhosi:sthandwasami...heyheycalm down

baby...Ican'thearanythingyouaresaying...lalela

givemeaminuteI'llbethere.

HehangsupandIlookathim withworry.

Me:what'swrong?



Bukhosi:Idon'tknowma,sheiscryinghysterically.I

needtogoseeher.

Hesaysalreadyuponhisfeetandhurryingtothe

gate.Ijusthopeeverythingisokay.Istanduptoo

andheadinsidetohelpBuntuwithsupper.

_________________________________________

Noedits.



AFATHER’SLOVE

CHAPTER59

___________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

ThishashadtobeoneofthehardestthingsI’veever

hadtodealwith,Ihaven’tevenfullywrappedmy

headaroundthefactthatmymotherisnomore.I

havetriedrememberingalltheevilshehasever

donetohurtmeandeveryoneelse,hopingthatit

wouldhurtlessbutnothing.Itstillstingsandeach

timeIfindmyselfaloneIjustshedatear,apartof

mebelievessomeofmyemotionsarejust

exaggeratedreallylikesomethingelseismakingme

superemotional.Iam justhappytohavethesupport

system Ihavecozitmakesitalittlebearable.My

fatherandboyfriendaretherealMVP'sforme.Baba

pulledeverythingoffintwodaysandBukhosiheld

offthemostimportantceremonyourvillage

dependsonjusttobewithmeandItrulyappreciate

it…



Wejustcamebackfrom theburialsideandlaidmy

mothertoherfinalrestingplace,wehadtodo

everythingathermaternalhomebecauseshewas

banishedinUkuthula.Evenifshewasn'tshunIthink

mostvillagerswouldhavebeenagainstitall

becauseofthedramashecausedthatledtothem

losingaKingtheytrustedwiththeirlives.Iam just

relievedeverythingisdoneandherspiritdoesn’t

havetoroam aroundtheforestlookingtobesaved.

Theturnupwasn’tmuchandIthinkit’sbecause

peopledidn’tknowher,itwasherrelativesthat

occupiedthehousethefuneralisatthenmyfather

andBukhosi.Mam’Hlengiwedidn’tcomeforobvious

reasonsandIwillnotblameheratall.It’snoble

enoughthatsheallowedmyfathertocomewithout

throwingafitcozthat’shermannowandevenif

Liyanawasthewifeshewasvile...

Weareinthetentwithjuiceandhomebaked

cookiespreparedasrefreshment,wedidn’t

slaughternorcookheavymealsbecauseweweren’t

sureifpeopleweregoingtoshowupbutmost



importantlybecauseIdidn’twanttomakeafuss,I

mighthavefelttheneedtogiveheraproperburialof

somesortbutIdidn’twanttodrageveryoneelsein

it.Icouldtellfrom whenwearrivedherethather

relativeswerenotinterestedinanythingthathadto

dowithherfuneralsotheminimalitwasthebetter...

Baba:Ntombikayise.

Myfathercallsoutnexttome.

Me:yessir.

Baba:everythingisdonenowbaby,wedon’thavea

reasontostayanymore.

HesaysandIsigh.

Me:aren’twesupposedtowaitforthetentpeopleto

cometakeit?

Iaskhopingthatwecanstayalittlelonger.Idon’t

wanttofeellikeIjustdumpedmymotherinthe

graveandnowI’m goingabouttolivemylife.

Baba:actuallythetentbelongstoLiyana’scousin,it

doesn’thavetogoanywhere.



IguessIjusthavetogetmyassupandleave.

Baba:don’tlooksadbaby,Yourboyfriendhere

needstogobackhometoprepareforhisceremony

tomorrow.Rememberheputitoffjusttobehere

withyou.

HesaysandInodslightlyandlookatmyChoconext

tome.

Bukhosi:it’sokaysir,Iwillstickaroundwithherif

shestillneedsaminute.

Ismileathim butIdon’twanttobethereasonwhy

histhingsdon’tgoaccordingly.Hehasbeenagreat

supporttomeandnowheneedsmetoshowupfor

him.

Me:nobabyit’sokay.

Wesayourgoodbyestothoseweareleavingbehind

andtheydon’tseem tocare,Iguessnothavingthe

Royaltitletoournametookallthelove.Myfather

saystheywereallgreatpeopleandhappytosee

them inthepast,Iguessthat’sbecausetheyalways



camebearinggifts.It’sokayinfactit’sgreat

becausewedon’tneednofakelovearoundhere.I

takethebackseatwithBukhosiandlayonhislap,

heisbrushingmyhairasmyfatherdrivesusback

home.IneedtostartdealingwithallofthissoIcan

gobacktomylife.Iensuredthatshehasadecent

burialamidstallshehasputusthrough.Idon’tneed

toputmylifeonholdwhileImournher…

_______________________________________

•MENZISHEZI

FinallyBukhosihasagreedtocomingtothepalace

withmetogetintroducedtotheancestorsasmy

sonandIcouldn’tbeanyhappier.Iam inpainandI

am tiredoffeelinglikeIam onthebraaistandlike

somechisanyamabrisket.It’stoomuchandthe

factthatIam evenblindisaddingtomystress.Iam

dependedonmysonMfundoforeverything.Bathing,

goingtothetoiletandeventofeedme.Ihave

alwaysbeenamanlyman,independentandstrong

andtobereducedtothisweaklingbydeadpeopleis



reallyfrustrating.IjusthopeafterIgivethem what

theywant,whichisBukhositheywillgivememy

sightbackandstopburningmyskinsopainfully...

Thingswouldbesomuchbetterifmywifewas

aroundbutNobuntuisunderPhindile’sspell.She

hasmanagedtopoisonmywifeagainstme.Ithas

beentwodaysandshehasn’tevenbeenaroundto

seemenoratleastaskoursonifI’m doingokaybut

nothing.Ican’twaittobeonthatthroneandfixthis

messup.Iam notloosingmymarriage,Buntuhas

alwaysbeenthewomanwhoknowsmeinandout.

Sheknowsmydeepestselfthatnowomanwould

enduresotohavetostartagainandgivinganother

theQueenshipwhenshehasshowntodeserveis

notsomethingIam notcomfortablewith…

MysentmysonMfundoouttoaskMakhosiwhen

theceremonywillhappencozallhesaidtomewas

“Bukhosihasdecidedtocomewithyoutothepalace

andgettheceremonydone”,hejustdidn’ttellme



whenandhehasn’tbeenaroundandforsomeonein

myshoestheyaretakingtheirsweettime.Iam tired

ofmysituationandIam readytobeoutofitand

returntothestrongmanIhavealwaysbeen.Mfundo

hasbeengoneforforevernowandIneedtousethe

toiletoutside,IwouldhelpmyselfifIjusthadtopee

cozI'djuststepoutbutIneedtositdownanddo

numbertwo.Ihavebeenholdinginitforthelongest

timenowandIcan’tanymore.Itakethecanehe

foundformeandnavigatemywaythroughthe

housetomakemywayoutside.It’sarealstruggle

Lord,Ikeepbumpingintofurnitureandittakesmea

whiletillIfeelraysofsunshineonmyskinandI

knowI’vemadeitout.Imissasteponthehigh

stoopandfindmywaytotheground.Thefallis

brutalcozmyburningskingetsincontactwiththe

soilandithurtssobadthattearsimmediatelywell

upinmyeyes.Iscream inagonyasIwishfor

someonetopourcoldwateronmesoIcancool

down...

Mfundo:baba!Baba!



Hescreamsrunningtowardsfrom thegateIassume.

Me:helpmesonpleasehelpme.

Ibegandheisnexttomeinasecondhelpingmeup.

Mfundo:whathappened?Whywereyouwalkingby

yourself.

Heaskswhilehejerksmeupgentleenoughnotto

hurtmemore.

Me:Ijustwantedtogotothetoilet.Youweregone

solongIdidn’tthinkI’dkeepitinforlonger.Andthe

lastthingIneedistomessmyselfup.

Iam onmyfeettryingbyallmeansnottoletmy

tearsfall.Idon’twanttolookmorepatheticto

MfundothanIam already.It’stoughbeingmeright

nowit’shard.Hehelpsmereachthetoiletandonce

Iam donewithmybusinessweheadbackinside.

Me:sodidyoufindmakhosi?

Mfundo:yesbuthewaswithaclienthenceItook

forevertocomebackback.

Me:justtellmeyouwereabletomeetupwithhim

son.



Mfundo:yes,yesIdid.

HesaysandIam loosingmypatience.Doeshewant

metoaskbeforehetellsmewhatthatoldmansaid?

Me:and?

Itrytokeepmyannoyancetomyselfbecausethe

lastthingIneedispissinghim off.Heismyeyes

andwithouthim Iam justdoomed.

Mfundo:wellbabahesaidhewasgoingtocome

seeyoulateron.Theceremonywillhappen

tomorrowatdawn,Iwillbetakingyoutothepalace.

Me:ohthat’sgreatnews.Thankyouson.

Mfundo:canIaskyousomething?

Me:okay?

Idon’tlikehistone.

Mfundo:nowthatSbonelodecidedtoleave,willthey

expectBukhositobenextinlineafteryou?

Me:impossibleson,Bukhosiwasbornoutof

wedlockthereforehehasnoclaim overmythrone.I

am givingittoyoumyloyalson.Sbonelowillregret



everrunningafterhismom likeabreastfeedingchild.

Mfundo:Itoldyouhewastooweaktobecrowned

prince.

Me:andhehasprovedthatIswear.

______________________________________

•HLENGIWESHANGE

Icouldn’tfinditinmetojustattendherfuneral,trust

meIwantedtosupportmypartnerandhisdaughter

butitwasjusttoomuchforme.Icouldn’tgothere

andtrustmyselfnottosingpraisesbecauseIam

gladshehasdied.Iwon’tlieandpretendlikeher

deathdidn’tcomfortmecozitdid.Iknowit’snot

verychristianofmetorejoicebutLiyanatookmy

daughterawayfrom,sheisthereasonwhymyheart

willneverfullybehappybecauseZonkewas

everythingtome.Shehadabeautifulbrightfuture

aheadofherandsherobbedusoffthat…

TheonlypersonIfeelforinthiswholesituationis



Kayise,shehasabeautifulheartandseeingher

hurtingisnotokaybecauseshehelpedmethrough

mydarkesthour.Iam justhappysheunderstood

whyIcouldn’tgotothefuneralwiththem.Imade

suretocookthem comfortfoodandjustremind

them thattheyhavemeandIwilldoeverythingto

makethem happytoo,nottoreplaceLiyanabutto

bringbackhopeintheirheartscozthat’swhatthey

didforme.Theygavemeasecondchanceatlove

andfamilybecauseitwasonlyjustZonkeandI,my

eldestdaughtersgotmarriedandtheyliveintheir

ownhomeswiththeirfamilies…

Speakingofmychildren,Iwantedtohavea

conversationwithBhekiaboutmeetingthem.It’s

onlyfairthattheymeetbecauseheisnotgoing

anywhereandhehasstartedtalkingmarriage.It’s

onlyrightthattheymeetandgettoknoweachother

well.IknowKayiseandIhaveabeautiful

relationshipwitheachotherandIwouldlikeforthe

samethingbetweenmyBhekiandmychildren.Acar

pullsupoutsideandIknowit’sthem.Iclosethelid



ofthepotofstewImade,thedooropensasIwipe

thestoveandit’sKayise,herfatherdoesn’tfollow

herinsoIfrown..

Kayise:heymama.

Me:heybaby.Howdiditgo?

Iaskasshefrownsherfacelikesheisdisgustedby

something.

Kayise:itwentwell.Notfuneralofthecenturybutit

wasdecent,betterthanleavingherbodyonthe

forest.

Isighheavily.

Me:that’sverytruebaby.Whereisyourfather?

Shepointsoutside.

Kayise:ohhewenttoseemakhosiwithBukhosiwith

regardstotomorrow’sceremony.

Me:Istillcan’tbelieveMenziviolatedPhindilelike

that.Heisadisgustingmantosaytheleast.Iam

justgladhisancestorsdecidedtogivethethroneto



Bukhosi.

Isayandshenodsblockinghernoise.

Kayise:Ihopethepeopleaccepthim astheirleader.

Me:trustmetheywill.There’ssomethingaboutthat

boy.Ijustwannaknowhowitfeelsforyou?

Kayise:Iguessit’sgoingtobeahugechangeyou

know.Iwasusedtobebusyastheleaderandnow

mypartneristheoneontheseat.IjusthopeIwillbe

abletobeassupportiveashewaswhentheroles

werereversed.

Inodunderstandingwhatshemeans.Herfaceisso

funnyanditlookslikesheisabouttovomitallover

thekitchen.Iam rightbecauseevenbeforeIcan

stampmythoughtssheopensthedoorrushingout.

Shevomitsrightoutsidethedoor.Inarrowmyeyes

andrevisitmysuspesions.Shehasbeenrubbingher

breastslikeamadwomanandnowshefindsthe

smellofthefoodIcookedfoulthatshevomitsandI

cantellyoumoresymptomsofpregnancythatIsee

onher.Shewalksinaftercoveringthevomitwith

soil.



Kayise:tothinkIserviced,Godinyongoiyahlupha.

Ichuckle.

Me:inyongoinyourwombmybaby.

ShesquintshereyesatmeandIsighheavily.

Kayise:ma?

Me:canyoupleaseshowmeyourbreasts?

Shedoesn’tprotestsbutremovestheblazerand

thenunbottonsherdress,shehasonaquestioning

lookbutshedoesn’taskanything.Soonasmyeyes

areonherbarechestIconfirm it.

Kayise:iseverythingokay?

Me:IcanonlysaytellBukhositobringhispeople

beforeBhekifindsout.

Shetiltsherheadtothesidewithnarrowedeyes.

Kayise:findoutwhy?

Me:youarewithchildNtombikayise.

Shegaspsforair.

Kayise:nowaymama.



Me:doyoutwouseprotection?Whenlastdidyou

seeyourperiod?

Iaskandhereyesshutimmediately.

Kayise:ohmyGodno!

__________________________________________

•BUKHOSIMTHOMBENI

Mama:areyousureyoustillwanttodothis?

Mymom asksmeaswearesittingonthebench

outsidetheancestralroom atthepalace.Itseems

likewearethefirstoneshereexceptforMakhosiof

course.Hehasbeenclosinghimselfintheroom for

almost30minutesnow.Iam nervouslylookingat

mymotherwhoiswaitingforananswer.

Me:Iam suremama,Ijustwannaknowifyouare

stillokaywithmedoingthis?

Shesighsdeeply.

Mama:ithurtsthattheyjustwanttoclaim younow

thatyouaregrownbabaafterallthehardshipsthey



allowedustogothrough.Butattheendoftheday

thisisablessing,oneforthepeopleandforyourself

andKayiseaswell.Sowecangoonwithitall.

Isightinrelief.IfshehadchangedhermindIswear

wewereoutofhere.ThelastpersonIwouldever

wanttohurtisMama,herfeelingsmeaneverything

tome.ShewastherewhenIhadnooneoranything

goingonforme.IjustpraytoGodtokeepmyheart

thiswayandnotmakemechangebecauseofthe

powerIwillhave.

Me:thankyoumama.

Sheclaspsmyhandandbrushesmyknuckles.An

SUVdrivesinandIknowit’smygirlfriendandher

father.Shewantedtobeheretoshowmesupport

andItoldhershecouldsleepandmeetafter

everythingasit’sallhappeningearlyinthemorning,

andsheisn’tamorningperson.ButIam gladsheis

showingmethatshewillbebymysideforever

throughthisjourneyIam abouttoembarkon.They

climboutandIam alreadyonmyfeetapproaching

her,lastnightonthephoneshecriedsopainfully

andIknowsheisstillinheremotionswithher



mother’spassing.IwishIcantakeitgoaway.We

hugforaminuteormoreandthenletgo.

Me:baba.

Iholdoutmyhandtoherfather.

Baba:Bukhosi.Areyouready?

Me:there’snoturningbackbaba.

Baba:youwerebornforthisdon’tworry.You’ve

alwayshadaregalauraaroundyouthatIalwaysfelt

andnowIunderstandwhy.Youwillmakeagreat

King.

Me:withanadvisorlikeyouandaQueenlike

ZamaNgwenyaitwillbehardnotto.

HesmilesandIlookatKayiseblushing.

Baba:areyouofferingmeapositionson?

Me:Iam beggingyoutotakeit.

Webothchuckle.

Baba:wewilltalkaftertheceremony.



Inodandweheadtomymom whoisalreadyonher

feetgreetingKayiseandBab’Ngwenya.Jokesare

exchangedandwearelaughingthatwedon’tsee

MenziandMfundountiltheyarenearus.Theygreet

andwearepolitetowardsthem eventhoughMfundo

“mylittlebrother”lookslikehewantstogetintoit.

Afterafewminutesthedooropensandsmoke

comesoutfirstbeforeMakhosi.Jesuscanhetakeit

easywithimphepho.Hewavesthatwecangetin

andweallowMenzitogothroughfirst.Mfundo

helpshim outofhisshoesandwefollowsuit.

MakhosidirectsmetositnexttoMenziandmy

mothernexttome,therestofthepeoplejustsiton

theotherstrawmats.Myheartisbeatingagainstmy

chest,Iam reallydoingitandacceptingtobeKing.

NeverinamillionyearsdidIthinkIwillbeKing,yes

whenIstarteddatingKayiseIknewIwouldbeone

bymarryingaQueennotbecauseIam Royaltyand

thethroneismine.Hesmearssomethingonour

foreheadswhilechantingsomethinginaudibletous.

Menzi:ismywifehere?Buntuukhona?

HeasksandIjustsigh.



Mfundo:qha!baba,maisnothere.

Makhosi:wellMenziweareheretointroduceyour

firstsontotheancestors.Tellthem everythingthat

hashappenedthatBukhosiishereintheworld,tell

them hisnameandcurrentsurnameandwhohis

motherisandtellthem thatyouputhislifeunder

theirprotectionforever.

Hesaysandittakeshim aminutebeforehedoesas

Makhosisays.

Menzi:Iam heretobringforthmysonBukhosi

Mthombeni.HehasbeenastrangertoyoubecauseI

tookadvantageofhismotherPhindileintheworst

possibleway.Iam sorryforitandIam heretoright

mywrongs,Iam heretoshowyouyourownblood,

yourgrandson.Iam askingthatyouaccepthim and

seehim asyourownandprotectionalways.

Hesaysandmakhosiisnoddingtheentiretime.

Makhosi:doyouacceptthatBukhosiisyourfirst

sonandnoncomesbeforehim?

Menzi:yesIdo.



Heaccepts.

Makhosi:MaMthombeniareyouallowingyourson

totakehisfather’ssurnameandberecognizedasa

Shezi?

Heasksandmamanodsvigorously.Hecallsupon

theancestorsandstartsmixingmuti.Heasksthat

westepoutsideandwedoandgototheback,

there’sasilverbigbasinandabucketofwater.He

throwsinthemutiandmixeseverythingwell.

Makhosi:pleasetakeoffyourclothes,weare

cleansingyouoffanybadspiritsandbadluckand

purifyingyouforthethrone.

Idon’taskquestionsIjuststripoffmyclothesand

stepintothebasin.Fuckthewaterisdamncold,I

am shiveringcozthemorningbreezeisdoingthe

mosttoo.HeissayingthingsIam notpaying

attentiontobecausemyheadisonthecoldIam

catchingdoingthis.Whenhe’sdonehedrapesmein

ablanketandtakesmyclothesleadingusbackto

theancestralroom.Everyoneisstillsittingwherewe

leftthem.



Makhosi:everythingisdone,Bukhosiyouarenow

thefirstsonofMenziSheziandyouarenow

welcomedbyhisancestors,theyacknowledgeyou

andtheyareveryhappythatyouarehome.

Me:thankyoumakhosi.

Menzi:nowwhenwilltheyforgivemeandgiveme

backmysight?

Makhosichuckles.

Makhosi:Ididn’task,butIassumeitwillbewhen

theyseefit.

Mfundo:buthowwillhebeKingifhecan’tsee?

Makhosi:King?WhoseKingson?

Mfundo:haiboUkuthulaofcourse.

Makhosi:ohno,yourfathercannotbeKing,heis

rotten.Arapist,abuserandadulterer.Hecannever

ascendthatthrone.TheancestorswantedBukhosi

introducedandtaketheirnamesohecanascend

thethroneasKingofUkuthula.Itwouldbeuptohim

todecideifhewelcomeshim inhispalaceorthrows

him outtothewolves.



Menzi:yousaywhat?Thatcannotbe!Bukhosiisan

illegitimatechildhecannottakemythronenever!

Makhosi:goodthingit’snotyourdecisiontomake.

Menzi:never!Isaynever!Thisisaconspiracy.You

aretryingtotakewhatisminebecauseyoudon’t

likeme.Hellwillbendoverbackwardsbeforeyou

takethisawayfrom me.

Makhosi:Idareyoutogositonthatchairandhave

them strikeyouimmediately.Youstillquestioning

them?Theirpowers?

TheybickerbackandforthandIjustsighfeeling

Kayise'shandonmyshoulder.

____________________________________________

Noedits.
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CHAPTER60

__________________________

•MENZISHEZI

Theyplayedme,theyallplayedme.From the

beginningtheyallconspiredagainstmetotakemy

thronebutIwouldratherdiethanletthem dothisto

me.Bukhosi?AwholeBukhosiisgoingtobeaKing?

Thisismythroneandtheyhavenorighttotakeit

from underme.Whoknowsthattheywereeven

workingwithNgwemabalatoblindmesoitwillbe

almostimpossibleformetofightthem togetwhat

ismineback.Unknowntothem isthatmysonwants

thisthronewithallhishearttooandhehastwoeyes

thatseeverywell,Iwillcoachhim andhewilldoasI

say.Thefantasticthreewon'tevenseewhathit

them whentheyseethatIam aPhoenix...

Bheki:justacceptdefeatMenzi,evenyourancestors



don'twantyou.

Ohlookwhoistalking,thesameonethatwasn't

protectedbyhisancestorsfrom theevilhiswife

broughtintothisveryvillage.

Me:whatareyouevendoinghereBheki?Youhave

nobusinessinthispalace.

Hechuckles.

Me:meandyoubothbafo.

Hegetssmartwithmeandthatputsmeoff

completely.Ijustmessupeverythinginfrontofme

anditallscatters.

Makhosi:MenziIam warningyou!

HesaysshoutingbutIdon'tcare.Iam thisway

becauseofthem all,theypromisedmethethrone

andnowtheyaregivingittoBukhosi.

Me:youwillallregretthis,Ipromiseyouthatmuch.

Bukhosi:juststopbeingsochildishJesusChrist.

Mfundotakeyourfatherhome.

ThissonofabitchsaysnexttomeandIattemptto



hithim buthequicklyblocksmyarm andsqueezes

itsopainfully,myskinisburningisthisbastardthat

insensitive?

Menzi:youarehurtingmeyoufool.

Helet'sgo.

Bukhosi:youshouldjustsaythankyoubecauseifI

wasn'tinthisroom I'dhaveshownyounomercy.

HespewsandIclickmytongue.

Me:Sontakemehome,wewillshowthistraitors

thatwearetherealShezi'shere.

Ifeelhim helpingmeupbutthistimearoundheisn't

asgentleasalways,Iguessheisalsoangryatthese

peopleforfoolingusthisway.Myheartisthrobbing

hardagainstmysensitivechest,ifIhadmysightI

wouldn'thavefoughtthosegoodfornothingsonsof

bitchesintosubmission.Iwouldhavereducedthem

tonothingandmakethem kissmydamnfeet.We

finallygethome,IknowthisbecauseIhearMfundo

openingthegateandmygateisknownforavery



distinctsounditmakes.Onceweareinthehousehe

helpsmesettleonthecouch,Iam feelingaheavy

gazeonmeandIknowhewantsanswersaswell...

Me:don'tworry,Iwillthinkofsomething.

Mfundo:yousaidBukhosiisillegitimate.

Idon'tappreciatehistone.

Me:Iknowandthat'sthetruth.

Mfundo:thenwhathappenedatthepalace?

Me:can'tyousee?Thisisaconspiracy.Theydon't

wanttohavemeasKing.Iam blindbecauseof

them,BukhosiiswithBheki'sdaughter.Withhim as

KingitguaranteeshisdaughtertheQueenship.

Hechuckles.

Mfundo:whatarewegoingtodo?Iwantthatthrone

baba.Youpromisedittome!

Heshoutsandsomethingpopsupinmyhead.

Me:youareallmyson's,iftheothertwoarenotin

thepictureitautomaticallygivesyouthethrone.



Mfundo:bespecificbaba.

Me:wehavetoremovethem from thefaceofearth.

Hegaspsforair.

Mfundo:youwouldkillyourownchildren?YesI

wannabecrownedprincebutneverwouldIwant

them dead.

HesaysandIsigh.

Me:itwasjustasuggestion.

IsayandIhearhim storm outoftheroom.

Me:Mfundo!Mfundo!Comebackwearejust

exchangingideas.

Isaybutnothing.Heonlycomesbackafterawhile

andhestopsbehindme.

Mfundo:Iam donewithyou,it'sobviousthere'sno

throneheresothere'snoreasonformetostay.

Hesaysandmyheartdropsintomystomach.

WithoutmysonIam done.

Me:Mfundono,pleasedon'tturnyourbackonme

likeyourmotherandSbonelo.Iwillgiveyouthe



thronejustdon'tdothistome.

Hedoesn'trespondandIjusthearthedoorclose

anditshutsmyheartintheprocess.Idropatearas

Irealizewhatmyrealityisabouttobe.

______________________________________________

•KAYISENGWENYA

AfteradramaticmorningIwentbackhomewithmy

fathertosleepoffmyaccesssleepcozIhadtocut

mybeautysleepofftogosupportmyman.Myman

whoisonhiswaytobeingKing.IfitwereuptomeI

wouldhavewentbacktohishousewithhim buthe

nowshareshisroom withhishalfbrotherSbonelo.I

didn'twanttoshowupandkickthepoorguyout.We

promisedthathewillcomearoundintheafternoon

andheisdueanyminutenow.Iam freshandfed

justshortofcourage,Ineedtotellhim what

mam'Hlengiwesaidtomeaboutbeingpregnantand

totellyouthetruthIcouldn'tsleeplastnight.Idon't

knowhowheisgoingtotakethenews,Imeanyes

we'vespokeaboutmarriageandkidsbutitwas



neverinourplansforthenow.Iwantedtotakethe

plantationandmycareerhigherandhealsowanted

togrowhisfarm andturnitintosomethingbigand

nowhehastheresponsibilitytoleadavillagesoa

kidrightnow,areweready?...

AknockcomesthroughtomydoorasI'm dressing

andIhavetoaskwhoitis.It'smam'Hlengiwe.Ifeel

shyallofasuddencozIam onlyinmyunderwear,

knowingthatsheknowsthatIam pregnantandshe

canseethechangesinmybody.Iremembervery

wellthatshewantedZonketosaveherselffor

marriageandtobepregnantinherhousemakesme

feelembarrassed...

Mama:heybaby.

Me:ma?

Mama:haveyouspokentohim?

Me:hewillbecomingthroughinafewandI'lltell

him then.



Mama:pleasedomybaby.Sothebothofyoucan

starthavingimportantconversations.

Me:Ialsowanttoapologise.

Shenarrowshereyes.

Mama:whatforbaby?

Isighandsettlenexttoheronthebed.

Me:Zonkeoncementionedthatyouwouldhaveher

headontheplattershouldshegiveherselftoany

manbeforemarriage.Andformetobepregnantin

yourhomemakesmefeelsobad.

Sheclaspsmyhand.

Mama:Kayisebabydon'tworryaboutthat,Bukhosi

isagoodmanandhewillmakeanhonestwoman

outofyouandalsotakeresponsibilityforthebaby.

Don'tworryyourselfokay?

Isighinrelief.

Me:thankyouma.

Baba:Ntombikayise!

Myfathershoutsfrom somewhereinthehouse.I



standupquicklyandthrowthedressovermyhead.I

headoutandhejustpointsoutside,Iguessmy

boyfriendishere.Heisinshortsandatightblackt-

shirt,Lordhisbodyisstillbangingandhedoesn't

spendtoomuchtimeinthegym likehedidwhenhe

wasstillatthepalace.Heoffersmeabeautiful

smileandIjustmeltintohisarms.

Bukhosi:helloagainbaby.

Ikisshisneck.

Me:heylove.

Weletgoandgositinthecar,Ineedsomemusic

forwhentheawkwardsilencecomesthroughafter

helearnsaboutthepregnancy.

Me:readytobeKing?

Heletsoutasigh.

Bukhosi:honestlybaby,I'm scared.WhatifIfail?

Whatifthepeopledon'tlikeme?

Iquicklytakehishand.



Me:babyyouaregoingtobethebestaftermy

fatherandthepeoplewillentrusttheirlivesintoyour

hands.Youneedtobelieveinyourselfandthe

supportsystem youhave.

Henodsandkissesmyhand.

Bukhosi:IloveyouZamaNgwenya.

Me:IloveyoumoreChoco.

Myheartstartstobeatwithfear.

Bukhosi:areyouokaybaby?

HeasksandIswallow.

Me:notreally.

Bukhosi:Iknowyourmom'sdeathdidanumberon

you,butIpromisetoalwaysbewithyouuntilyou

cometotermswitheverythingandacceptit...

Iquicklyinterject.

Me:BukhosiIam pregnant.

Iblurtitoutandheislookingatmewithastoic

expression.Ican'treadanythingonhisface,his

reactioncouldgobothways.Heissilentforwhat



seemslikeforevermakingmemoreanxious,canhe

pleasesaysomethingrightnowbeforeIshitmy

pants.Thecornersofhislipscurlupandhiseverso

beautifulsmileformsleavingmesighinginrelief.

Bukhosi:wellIwassuspectingafterNgwemabala

spokeofanewlifebutyoucalledcryingaboutyour

mothersoIpushedittothebackofmyhead.

Me:so?Areyoumad,disappointed?

Hechuckles.

Bukhosi:whywouldIbebaby?Thisisablessing.

Havingchildrenwithyouwasadream andnowthat

it'shappeningIfeelsoblessedandhighlyfavored.

Thebabycouldn'thavecomeatabettertime,heor

shewilljustputastamponourreignbaby.Newly

crownedandwaitingonanheirtothethronealready.

NowIfeellikethisKingshipthingwassupposedto

be.

HesaysandIam crying.

Me:Ithoughtyou'dbesomad.

Heshakeshishead.



Bukhosi:nobabyIam happy.Thankyousomuch

ZamaNgwenya,youmademeamanamongstman.

Hebringshisfacecloserandwekisspassionately.

Me:canwegobuyapregnancytestjusttoconfirm?

Bukhosi:okaybutIam surethatmybabyisgrowing

inhere.Icanfeelitinmybones.

Heplaceshishandonmystomach.Ohthatwent

wellJesus.

Bukhosi:IguessIshouldsendmypeopletomeet

yourpeople.AreyoureadytobemywifeKayise?

Iblush

Me:babyIwantnothingmore.

_________________________________________

•PHINDILEMTHOMBENI

Thesituationistrickynow,Buntu'syoungestson

justshowedupherecryingariver.Heclaimsthathe

justlefthisfatherbecausehewantstokillBukhosi

andSbonelosothathecanbetheonlyShezileftto



takeoverthethrone.Idon'tknowbutIjustdon't

believehim onebit,earlieronhewasonhisfather's

side,eagertosupporthim througheverything.Who

knowsthisisjustaplottogetclosertoussohecan

carryoutexactlywhatheclaimsMenzisaid?Idon't

trustthisboynotonebit,heispowerhungryanda

greensnakeinthegreengrass...

IhadtocallBukhosihomeandherushedherewith

Kayise,Ididn'tmindhavinghersitinwithus

becausesoonshewillbemydaughterinlawand

QueenofthisKingdom.Ouraffairsareherbusiness

becausetheywillaffectherwhetherwelikeitornot.

WeareallintheloungelookingatthecryingMfundo,

Ican'thelpmyheart.Thisboyisjustplayingusto

gainentryintoourhome...

Sbonelo:youarejustherebecauseyoulearnedthat

yourfatherwillnotsmellthatthrone.

Iagree.

Mfundo:Iswearit'snotbecauseofthat.



Bukhosi:itlookslikeitthough.Yougowherethe

throneisguaranteed.

MysonsaysandIwanttoshoutAmen!

Sbonelo:wellBukhosiletmeask.

Bukhosi:sure?

Sbonelo:wearehalfbrothers,andmybrotherhere

justwantsthethrone.Willyoubegivingustitles?

Allowingustolivewithyouatthepalace?

Iquicklylookatmysonwantingtohearhisanswer.

Bukhosi:wellIdon'tknow.LastweekIwasjusta

commonerandtodayIam Kingwaitingforhis

coronationintwoweeks.Theancestorsplacedme

hereandIguessIshouldaskthem thequestions

youjustbroughttolight.

SpokenlikeatrueKing,Iam proud.Ijusthopethey

allowustogiveBuntusomething.

Mfundo:andwhatiftheydon't?

Hequicklychips

Bukhosi:thenIwillnotdefythem butIwillhelpyou



outwithjobssoyoucanbuildyourownlives.

Nobuntu:andwedon'texpectanythingBukho,don't

feelobligatedto.Ijustwanttobeclosewithmy

sisterandmakeupforthelostyearsstolenbymy

evilhusband.Whenyoumovetothepalacewewill

justmovebacktomyhouse,I'lltakecareofhim

untilhedies.

Me:neverBuntu,youandthechildrenwillnotgo

backtohim.

Nobuntu:wehavenowheretogosisi.Iam notgoing

tothepalacewithyou,it'syourstoenjoywhetherthe

ancestorsagreeornot.Evilexistsanditmighttempt

mychildrentogoagainstBukhosiforthethroneso

toavoidthisweshouldn'tbeinthesamespace.

Me:Buntuplease.

Kayise:Iam sorrytospeakoutofturnbutwhatif

Mam'Nobuntuandherchildrenstayherecozitwill

bevacant?

Ismilesweetlyatmysoontobedaughter.

Me:Buntu?



Isayhopingthatshetakesit,Idon'twanthergoing

backtothatman.

Shetakesmyhand.

Nobuntu:ifyouagreethenyes.

Me:wellinthatcase,it'sallyours.

Shesmilesanddropsatear.

Sbonelo:thankyousomuchmama.Nowthatyou

heardMfundo,wearenotgoingtothepalace,still

wanttostayherewithus?

Heasksandalloureyesmovetothepersonin

question,Mfundo,whoseeyesarecastdown.He

nodsandlittlerelieffillsme.IjusthopeI'm wrong

abouthim.

Bukhosi:wellSbonelo,Iam goingtobebusywith

theaffairsofthevillage,Idon'tknowifyouwouldbe

interestedinmeteachingyoueverythingaboutthe

farm soyoucanrunin?

Heoffersandthatmakesmehappy.Sboneloisthe

brotherItrust,hehashismother'sheart.

HestandsupandholdsouthishandtoBukhosi,



whoalsostandsupandtheyshake.

Sbonelo:Iam verymuchinterested.Ngiyabonga

bhuti.

Hesaysandyoucan'tmissthejoyandsincerityin

hisvoice.

Mfundo:Ijusthaveonequestion.

Nobuntu:yinimanje?

Hismotherasksannoyed.

Mfundo:whatwillhappentobaba?

HeaskslookingatBukhosi.

Bukhosi:theancestorswillseewhattodowithhim.

Nobuntu:Iagree!From nowonyourfather'sname

mustnotbementionedinthishouse,areweclear?

_________________________________________

•BHEKUMBUSONGWENYA

[1WEEKLATER]



TheShezidelegatesjustleftHlengiwe'shouse,we

werenegotiatingKayise'slobola.Everythingwasjust

rushedandeventhoughItriedaskingthatwedothis

afterthecoronationtheygavemetworeasonswhy

theyneededittobedonetoday.1.Becausethe

Shezielderswereonlyavailablethisweekendand2.

BecausehewantsKayisetobehiswifewhenhesits

downonthethrone.Itookthem anddidthisformy

daughter'shappinessbutIknowthere'sanother

reasonforthisrushrush.Tomorrowtheywannado

allthenecessarytraditionstowelcomehertotheir

family...

Iam justhappythatsheiswithBukhosiandthey

endedupmarrying,IlikethisboyandIknowthathe

willtreatmylittlegirlwithrespect,protectandlove

heralways.WhenIsteppeddownasKingIwas

brokentoknowthatmychildwillnotbeQueenbut

everythingisworkingoutexactlyhowitshould.She

willreignasQueenandgivebirthtoroyalchildren

forherhusbandandmybloodwillstillbeapartof

thesovereign...



Thebedroom dooropensandHlengiwewalksin,I

cameinheretochangeintosomethingmorecasual

aseveryonehasleft.Weateanddrankbeforethey

leftbecauseIdidn'twantthem thinkingtheirin-law

isastingyman.MaShangelooksawkwardforsome

reason,IfrownandbuttonthepairofjeansIhave

on...

Me:sthandwasami,areyouokay?

Shelooksatmewithbedroom eyes.

Me:don'tlookatmelikethat,uvusa

uNgwenyaNgwenya.

Shegiggles.

Hlengiwe:Bhekistopplaying.

Me:what'sgoingonthen?

Sheswallows

Hlengiwe:uhm Kayisewantstotalktoyouabout

something.

Inarrowmyeyes.



Me:somethinglike?

Hlengiwe:comeintothelounge.

Shesaysalreadyoutthedoor.Thatwasweird.I

followheroutafteraminuteandfindthem onthe

samecouchwhispering.

Me:okayhereIam.

IannounceasIsettleonthecouch.Mydaughter

looksnervous,thisisdefinitelynotgoodnews.

Kayiseisalwayssoconfident.

Hlengiwe:justdon'tloseyourmind,beopenminded

andrememberthatkidsoftodaydothings

backwardsmylove.

Petnames?Iam goingtoexplode.

Me:Ntombikayisekhuluma.

Kayise:Ididn'tmeantobaba,itwasamistakeand

hehasrectifieditsopleaseunderstandplease.

Me:speak.

Sheblinksrapidly.

Kayise:Baba,youaregoingtobeagrandfather.



ShewhispersjustnotlowenoughthatIdon'thear.I

sitontheedgeofthecouch.

Me:huh?

Kayise:IfoundoutthatIam pregnant.

Ichuckle.Nowitmakessense.Thisiswhythey

rushedthelobola.

Me:andyoudecidedtohideituntilweweredone

withlobolasoIdon'tchargethem morefor

disrespectingme?

Kayise:Iam sorrybaba.

Me:MaShange,howlonghaveyouknownaboutthis?

Hlengiwe:Iam theonewhomadeherawaredays

ago.

Ijustchuckle,Iam shocked.Mylittlegirlhasbeen

havingsex,Bukhosihasbeenpokingmydaughter

withhistoothpick.

Istandupandleavetheroom withbothofthem

askingmetocomebacktotalk.

AFATHER'SLOVE
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•MAKHOSI

TheancestorsgavemeajobIneedtogetoverand

donewithbeforeZamaNgwenyaisacceptedatthe

Shezihometomorrow.ApparentlytheystruckMenzi

withmadnessbecauseevenwhentheymadehim

blindandprovedtheirpowerstohim,hestillfeltlike

hecouldcauseproblemsforBukhosi.Theytoldme

todiscardhim howIseefitandbecauseofthatI

hadtoconsultmyfellownyangassotheycanhelp

meoutwiththisissue...

MytrustedfriendandcolleagueZanemvulasaidshe

willcometoseemesoshecantellmewhatshe

thinksweshoulddowithhim.HonestlyIwantedto

throwhim tothesecludedplaceintheforestwhere

allthosewhocommittedevilinthepastweresend

tosufferandlaterdie.ButIdon'tthinkdeathiswhat

hedeserves,it'stooeasyforamanlikeMenzi...



Iam justhappythattheSheziancestorsdidn'tleave

thistasktoKingBukhositofigureoutbecausethat

boyhasagreatheart,hewouldhavelingeredtothe

optionofforgivinghim andthatwouldhavebeenhis

doom becausealeopardneverchangesit'sspots.

Hewillgetwhathedeserves,somethingthatwill

tormenthisspiritforeverandever...

Zanemvula:thokozamkhulu.

Shesaysdrawingmebackfrom mythoughts.Ilook

upandseeherwiththreeofherinitiates.

Me:Thokozakhehla.Howwasyourjourney?

Zanemvula:verywell,Ijusthopewedidn'ttravelhere

fornothing.

Ichuckle.

Me:absolutelynot,Ijustwannahearyourideaand

wewilltakeitfrom there.

Shenods.



Zanemvula:shallwe?

Istandupfrom mystrawmatunderthetreeandwe

headtothendomba.

Me:sowhatistheplan?

Zanemvula:wellMenziisanevilmanfrom whatyou

havetoldme.

Inodvigorously

Zanemvula:andtheareevilpeopleinthevillageI

comefrom.Iwanthim,Iwanthisspirit.Iwilluse

him asashield,hewillbemysoldierinbattle.Iwill

feedhim andcuthim openwithmutisohebecomes

strongandhelpmegetridofevillikehimself.

Me:azombie?

Shenods.

Zanemvula:butonethatwilldogood.

Me:Iwanthim tosufferZanemvulanotlivegood.

Zanemvula:hemightbedoinggoodwithmebutthe

evilhewillseewilltormenthim forever.

ShesaysandIsmile.



Me:let'sgofindhim then.

Zanemvula:okay,Ibroughtavanwithmeandmy

initiatestomakethecaptureeasy.

Me:okaythen,mypeoplespottedhim roamingthe

streets,hecan'tgoveryfarcozheisstillblind.

Peoplehatehim andnonwillofferhim help.

___________________________________________

•BHEKUMBUSONGWENYA

Iam stillangryandalittledisappointedyetonthe

otherhandhappythatIam goingtobeagrandfather,

andthattheirreignwillbesealedwithanheir.They

willnotgothroughwhatLiyanaandIdidandrisk

havingmyonlydaughterfeeltheneedtogodownto

blackmagicjusttohaveachild.Royaltyisnotall

glamorousbutIknowtheyhaveancestralprotection

andtheybotharepeople'sfavorites,theyarethe

perfectchoice.Iam gladthatIlovedmydaughter

enoughtowalkawaywhenIdidbecausenowIget

toseeherbeQueenandhaveherfamilywhileIam

stillalive...



Weareatthepalaceandwaitingforthem tocome

backfrom theforest.Makhositookthem tothe

sacredforestbecausesheisofficiallyaShezibride

andtheQueenofthisKingdom.Shewastakenthere

becausesheispregnantandherpositionasQueen

isvalidatedbecauseofthechildshecarries.When

BukhosisitsonhisThronenextweekendmy

daughterwillbesittingnexttohim withhercrown

tooandstaffofauthorityasthewifetothemost

powerfulmaninUkuthula.Iam justhappythat

Bukhosichosemetobehisadvisor...

Hlengiwe:Ifyoudon'tsnapoutofthismoodIwill

sendyouhometogoandsleep.

Shesayswithaglassofjuiceinherhand.Ichuckle

andpattheemptyspacenexttome.

Me:Ijustcan'tbelievethisdayhasfinallycame.

Hlengiwe:wellbelieveitmylove.Bukhosiisafine

youngmanandhewilltakecareofKayiseandthe

baby.



Me:Istillcan'tbelievemybabygirlishavingsex,

beforetheygotmarriedeven.

Shelaughs

Hlengiwe:lookwho'stalking.Areyounottheone

whoisalwaysontopofmeeveryothernight?And

doyouseearingonthisfinger?

SheasksandIswallow.

Me:haomama.

Hlengiwe:atleastBukhosimarriedyourbabygirl.

Me:youknowIam goingtomarryyouMaShange

andIwillgivethemostbeautifullifeyouhaveever

dreamedof.

Shesmiles.

Hlengiwe:Iknowsthandwasami.Ijustwantyouto

behappy,wedon'twantKayisetofeelbad.Thisis

herbigday,sheisnotgoinghomewithusafterthis,

thisisherhomesheistheQueennowandnext

weekendit'sbeingstampedatthecoronation.

Me:IloveyousomuchMaShange.Thankyouso

muchforremindingmeofhowbeautifulitistolove.



Youmakeitsoeasybecauseyouprayformeand

withmeandyoutreatmelikeaKing.Therestofmy

lifewillbethebestIswear.

Hlengiwe:uthandwayiminaMtimande,kakhulufuthi.

Thankyouforbeingthemanyouare,youmakeitso

easyformetosubmittoyouandthankyoufor

wantingtomakemethehappiestwomanonearth

morethanyoualreadyare.

Iplacemyhandonhercheekandkissher,shepulls

outafterasecond.

Hlengiwe:haibaba,peoplearewatching.

Shegiggleslikeaschoolgirlanddoesn'tshelook

beautiful?

___________________________________________

•KINGBUKHOSISHEZI

Alotcanchangeinashortspaceoftime,ithasn't

evenbeenayearsinceitallhappenedtofrustrate

meandmakemelosehope.ButIknewitchanged

forthebetterwhenIsetmyeyesonthisbeautiful



princesswhofellheadoverheelsinlovewithmethe

firstdayIhelpedheroutofhershoes.Nowsheis

mywifeandiscarryingthemostimportantpersonin

bothourlives,theproductofourloveand

commitmenttoeachother.Mylifefeelslikeitisnot

mine,it'sgoingtotakemeawhiletillIfullywrapmy

headaroundbeingKingofthisgreatKingdom.

YesterdayIwasjustacommonerlookingtobetter

himselfandtodayIam amarriedmanwithatitle...

Weareonourwaybackfrom theforest,makhosi

wasgoingtointroduceKayiseandthepregnancyto

them sotheycanofficiateherasQueen.Iam just

gladsheisandwillbesittingnexttomewiththelife

growinginsideofherasIam crowned.Ourjourney

wasindeedplannedbeforeeitherofuswasborn,

thischilddidn'tjusthappen,ourchildwasconceived

tomakethisRoyalpatheasy.Kayisewon'tstress

aboutnotgivingmeanheirorcrybecauseIam

forcedtotakeanotherwifetodothatonherbehalf.

ButifitcametothatIwouldhaveletitallgoformy

wifejustthewayherfatherdid,becauseweboth



lovehermorethananythinginthisworld...

ThecarcomestoahaltandIlookatmywifenextto

me.Ibringherhandtomylipsandkissheknuckles.

Shelookssobeautifulrightnow,likeaRoyalbride

sheis,mybride.MydooropensandIletgoofher

handandclimbout,Iquicklygotohersideandopen

herdoor.Sheofferedmeagenuinesmileandclimbs

outwithherhandinmine...

Me:MaNgwenya,areyouokay?

Kayise:Iam morethanokaybaby.Iam yourwife.

Myheartisalright.

Me:Iloveyousomuch.

Kayise:andIloveyoutoomyChoco.

Me:letmegofeedyou,wehavebeenattheforest

forhours.

Kayise:please,ourbabyisfamished.

Me:inthatcaseletusnotwasteanymoretime.



Wewalkhandinhandtothehouseanditschaoticin

theyard,peopleareeverywherepreparingthefeast

forthecelebrationlateronaswewelcome

ZamaNgwenyaintotheShezihome,herhusband's

home.Wegetintothekitchenandshesettlesonthe

barstoolandItrytofindsomethingtomakeherthat

won'ttaketime.

Kayise:babysomethinglightyezwa,Iwanttoleave

enoughspaceforthefoodtheyarecookingoutside.

Ichuckle.

Me:okaysthandwasami.

Idecideasandwichwillbelight.Mymotherwalksin

whileIbutterthebread,shelooksamazinginher

Zuluattire.SheisatherhappiestIswear.Shekisses

Kayiseonthecheek.

Mama:Kotiwami.

Kayise:Mama.

Mywifesaysblushing.

Mama:areyouandmygrandbabyokay?

Kayise:wearefinemama,Bukhosiistakinggood



careofus.

Mama:Iam happytohearthatmydear.Iwillam

busyoutsidemakingsureeverythingisgoinggreat.

Wenodandsheexits.ZamaNgwenyaandIwillbe

livingwithmymother.Iofferedthatherfatherand

mam'Hlengiwecomestaywithusbutmyfatherin-

lawsaidhewantstogivehissoontobewifea

beautifulhometoo.Speakingofwhich,Hewalksin

withMakhosi.

Makhosi:ahhthankGodIfoundyoutogether,Ineed

totellyousomething.

Me:Ihopeeverythingisokay.

Iasklookingathim.

Makhosi:yesmyKing,butyouandtheQueencannot

engageinactivitiesinthebedroom untilcoronation.

Hesaysandmydickisdisappointed.

Bab'Ngwenya:ohthankGod.

Ilookdownembarrassed.

Kayise:ohbaba.



Bab'Ngwenya:noZamaNgwenyaalreadyBukhosi

defloweredyoubeforemarriage.Iwillletitgo

becausehedidrightbyme.

Kayise:calm downMtimandeit'sactuallytheother

wayround.

SheblurtsoutandIchokeonmyownsaliva.

Bab'Ngwenya:yousaywhat?

Theshockinhisvoice.

Makhosi:that'smycuetoleave.

HequicklyexitsandIam lookingatmywifewho

lookslikeshecoulddisappear.

Kayise:nothingbaba,youknowmypregnancybrain,

Ijustblurtoutthingsthatdon'tmeananything.

Shetriestosalvagethesituationbutherfatherhas

madesenseofwhatshesaid.

Bab'Ngwenya:sonforgiveme.Iwillbringbacka

percentageofyourlobola.Ntombikayisewillkillme.

Kayise:IloveyouBheki.

Isuppressmylaughterbecausemyfatherinlawis



horrified.

Bab'Ngwenya:Iwillblameitonthecity.

Hesayswalkingout.Ilookatmywifeandweboth

chuckle.

Me:kodwababy.

Kayise:I'm sorry,Ididn'tknowIwouldthinkoutloud.

Me:wellyourfatherwasdyingknowingthatwedid

thedeedandnowyoutoldhim youdiditfirstand

taughtme.

Shebitesherlowerlip.

Kayise:eish,

Shescratchesherforehead.

Me:don'tworrylove,hewillgetoveritlikeIdid.

__________________________________________

•QUEENKAYISESHEZI

[3dayslater]



Nappinghasbecomemyfavoritethingintheworld,

oncemybabyandIhaveasnackwefeeltheneedto

gonightnightforawhile.MyhusbandsaysIam

goingtobeworseoncemybellyshowsbutmy

motherinlawisonmysideonthis.Wedecidedthat

wewillgotothegynecologistinthecityafterhis

coronation,Iwannaworkonmybirthplan

immediatelyandchoosethebesthospitalthatwill

carterformyneedsandthatofmybaby.Ineedto

runitpastChocosothatheworksaroundthe

schedule,whenI'm 8monthswearemovingtothe

citysoweareclosertothehospitalandafterthat

wewillcomebackheresothebabyistakentothe

forest.Ihavespokentomyfatheraboutthe

traditionalsideofthingsandheassuredmethatit's

okaytogivebirthsomewherebutthebabymustbe

introduced3daysafterbirth.Sleepfinallyconsumes

meaftermythoughts...

Liyana:Kayise!Kayise!

Hervoicesaysfrom adistanceandIlookback,she

isfastapproachingme.Whatisthisplace?It'sjust



waterandsandandtheatmosphereisjustsocalm.

Me:mama?

Tearsarealreadyblindingme.Shelooksmuch

betterthanshedidwhenIviewedherinthatcoffin.

Liyana:it'smemyQueen.

ShesayskneelinginfrontofmebutIcan'thavemy

motherdothis.

Me:nopleasestandup.

Sheshakesherheadandkissesmyfeet.

Liyana:IhavetoshowrespecttothegreatestQueen

towalkinUkuthula.

Ileaveherbe.

Me:howareyou?Whysuicide?

Iletmytearsfall.

Liyana:Iam sorryforbeingselfish.Iam sorryfrom

thebottom ofmyheart.Iam atpeacenow,all

thankstoyou.

Me:Iam gladyouare.



Liyana:itwasalltoomuchforme.Icouldn'tlivewith

myselfafterwhatIdidtoyouandyourfather.

Me:youcouldhavefoughttobeabetterpersonand

camebacktous.

Liyana:it'swaydeeperthanwhatyouthink.My

deathensuredthatanevilspiritdiesforeverandI

am gladItookmylife.Iam justsorrybecausemy

actionshurtyou.KodwaIbroughtbacktheevil

DabulaandIhadtogetridofhim.

ShesaysandIplacemyhandonhercheek.

Me:okay.

Liyana:takecareofyourselfmylove.Yourlifewillbe

beautifulandZamaSheziwillbringlotsofjoytoyou

andyourhusband.

Shesaysandkissesmystomach.

Me:ZamaShezi?Whatdoyoumean?Am Ihavinga

girl?

Liyana:youarecarryinganotherforce,aforcelike

youhermother.Youareblessed.Thekingdom is

blessed.



Shedisappears

Me:mama!Mamapleasecomebackplease.

Iscream.

Bukhosi:babypleasewakeupplease.

HeisshakingmegentlyandIjoltawake.Iholdonto

him fordearlifewhilepanting.

Bukhosi:shhhhitwasjustadream baby.It'sokay.

Isobinhisarmsandheisrubbingmybackincircles

andconstantlykissingmyshoulder.

Me:Itwasmymother.

Isaygettingoutofhisembrace.

Bukhosi:wasitapleasantdream?

Me:yes,shesayssheisatpeaceandthespiritof

Dabulawillnevercomeback.

Itellhim andhekissesme.

Bukhosi:that'sgreatnews.

Itakehishandandplaceitonmybelly.

Me:IthinkZamaSheziisthegreatestnewsshetold



meinmydream.

Tearswellupinhiseyes.

Bukhosi:wearehavingagirl?

Thesmileonhisfaceispriceless,Ijustnod.

Bukhosi:ohbaby.Thisisamazing.

Me:Iknowright?

Iwipehistears.

Bukhosi:whatwillIdotoshowyouhowmuchIlove

andappreciateyou?

Me:justcontinuebeingmyChoco.

Bukhosi:Iloveyou.

Me:foreverandadaybabakagirl.

________________________________________

THEEND.


